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Berchtesgardon, Germany, was the location for the 16th annual rotroat 
held for military personnel in Europe. Pictu red here is t hat portion of tho 
milita ry force in Europe who aro Christia ns and able to aHend. Many other 
Christia ns aro stationed in Europe. Coordinating this year's retrea t was 
Army Major John Phillips, and fea t ured speakers were Leo nard G ray, Otis 
Gatewood, Bill McDonough, Dale McAnulty a nd Mike Si na pia d os. C hris

tians in tho military services of t he country are d oing some great work 

around the world in spreading t he gospel. 

Austin, Texas, J anuary 1, 1980 
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Whither Bound? 

As we launch into a new year , we believe that the 
time of a major decision is upon us-that what we do 
or fail to do in the next few year s may determine 
whether we keep alive Restoration at all, or whether 
we sink into the pit with all man-made religion. 

There are some disturbing signs that indicate that 
we want to 1be like the nations around us, and are 
willing to opt for a king other than Jehovah. The extent 
to which some are moved by human leaders, and are 
willing to follow them without question, fills us with 
the fear that our future course may be determined more 
by cunning men than by the holy Scriptures. 

We are at such a time in history-and in our history 
-as breeds defeatism and despair. We are determined 
that the Restoration movement not be lost in the morass 
of prejudices and traditions of our times. 

We believe that we have within us the capacity to 
meet and overcome the tests of our times. Peddlers 
of fear and suspicion must not rule us. It is incumbent 
upon all of us to lay bare the arrogance and self
serving of self-appointed judges. The unscriptural 
blacklisting of a brother suspected of some malfeasance 
or doctrinal aberration must not be allowed to sec
tarianize us. 

We must not become obsessed with attending the 
spiritually whole at the expense of the spiritually ill. 
Jesus taught that the physician's care should be di
r ected toward them. Failure to apply the plain teaching 
of the Master has resulted in our brotherhood becom
ing divided into small, sectarian camps. 

Great ideas are often expressed in the simplest of 
words. If we can but grasp the fact that God is, and 
that the church is his family, and that all the mem
bers of that family are brothers, and can act accord
ingly we may survive. If we can't learn that lesson we 
won't. 

We strive unceasingly to bring this understanding to 
the church. We must maintain a ·profound distrust for 
everything foreign to the Scriptures themselves, and 
a fierce loyalty to the -truth as though we had just 
discover ed it and were obsessed with its possession. 
Each of us stands accountable for the use we make of 
this powerful force. What we must not lose is our 
willingness to wrestle with truth as Jacob wrestled 
with the angel. If we ever stop that and decide that 
we have received all the blessings of truth, we lose 
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~verything and become just another denomination. 
That we seem to be doing at this point. 

The collective will of the church will determine 
whether we become in the future a united kingdom 
that cannot be shaken or a shapeless ruin cf a noble 
dream. Brethren capable of reason, r estraint and cour
age are going to have to take the lead and point the 
path for us, or radicals, malcontents and objectors will. 

It is breathtaking to think of a mighty brotherhood 
completely united for the purpose of reaching the world 
with the gospel of Christ. We need to see the church 
as the body of Christ. Elders, above all others, need to 
see it. Jesus came into the world as a shepherd to sheep 
that were hopelessly scattered. He came not to leave 
them scattered and divided, but that there might be 
one flock just as there is one shepherd. 

America is in the process of reverting to paganism. 
We are a flea market of borrowed gods and addled peo
ples. Heathen r eligion and pagan practices and rituals 
dominate the worship of the people as they refuse to re-
tain God in their knowledge. It would be a double trag

edy if the church should become like the nations around 
it. 

The church is at rest under its vine and fig tree. It 
is easy to come together and sing and pray. It is 
comfortable to listen to an inspiring and soothing ser
mon. It is convenient, even if selfish, to come to worship 
like we would drive into a filling station for a fi ll-up. 
It is quite different to be challenged to commitment 
and to personal sacrifice. When the church loses its 
willingness to make sacrifices it has lost its right to 
worship God. 

The church today has not stood up well to the prob
lem of social and moral blight. Rather than doing battle 
with evil the church has assumed a shrinking violet 
role and moved to the suburbs and built itself a new 
meeting house. The good samaritan church is passing 
by on the other side while a wounded society dies in 
the ditch. The prophetic church seals its lips where 
sin cries out for a rebuke. Shall God's witness lie dead 
in the street for three days and a half? 

The whole church needs to be rechristianized. It 
needs to be given a new sense of destiny. If the church 
is willing to pay the price of discipleship it will sur
vive; if it is unwilling to pay such a price it will die. 
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JAMES HINKLE 

"When the church changes from an organization concerned 
with evangelism to one which is preoccupied with internal, inc
levant squabbles and 'busywork,' it follows a pattern often seen 
in other ins titutions." 

This statement caught my attention recently as I was reading 
a book entitled Believe by Rich Devos. The book is a strange 
source for such a statement because it is intended to be a 
motivation book for business people. Mr. Devos says that there 
are four stages through which institutions-churches, companies , 
homes, even the nation itself- go. They are (1) the creative 
stage; (2) the organizing stage; (3) t he defending stage; and 
( 4) the stage of dividing the spoils. 

A candid look at ourselves under these headings would be 
thought-provoking and, h opefully, profitable. 

The Creative Stage 

This is the idea and the dream stage. " Let's not be a denomi
nation" . .. "Let's go all the way back to the f irst century" ... 
"Let's plant a new church in this city where there is none." 
An idea is born and advent ure is begun! All energies and abilities 
are poured into this idea and a dream becomes reality. The 
church is growing bigger and better. Enthusiasm exudes from 
everybody. 

The Organizing Stage 

Growth is coming! Progress is being made and people are 
being won to Christ! At this time, members of the organization 
divert time and energy from the building and creating functions 
to organizing and managing what has been created. Keep in 
mind that things must be organized to run smoothly. It is im
portant to the organization to have machinery oi led and working. 
Someone must get the meeting place, turn on the electricity 
and run the office. There must be a sincere wrestling with 
policies, and the organization must be maintained. 

All of this is well and good, but the people who usually run 
the organization are the people who have been on the firing line. 
These f ront-line troops are pulled back and r elocated in offices 
t o make sure the machinery is running smoothly. Now, who is 
out there winning souls for Christ? 

The organization then begins to subcontract. The leaders of 
the g roup are too busy running the organizat ion. The organiza
tion hires staff members and they then are assigned specific, 
specialized areas in which they are to work. Soon there develops 
a chasm between those who are keeping the machinery going 
and those who are the subcontractors. 

The Defending Stage 

Enter stage three-the institution's primary concern becomes 

that of defending the group. It looks carefully at encroachment 
and competition. It quickly begins to downgrade its competitors 
and seek advantage over them. The organization becomes ob
sessed with safety. "We must keep what we have" becomes 
the battle cry. Every move in the external religious community 
is a new threat to the group. 

In this stage the group spends all available energies "feeding 
the flock," serving the present members, keeping young people 
happy, i.e., maintaining the status quo. There is very little 
done to make new converts. "Keep ours" becomes a way of life, 
and the organization feels unfa1thful to its commitment if 
there is not a continuous preventative innoculation program 
going on. 

The Stage of Dividing the Spoils 

I:f you are yet to perceive the developing problems that this 
revolution is causing, you must consider stage four. Now t he 
energies of the group are turned inward. Members begin to 
figh t with member s. They begin to "divide and conquer." The 
spoils are divided after fierce fight ing. Do you know what the 
donkey who can't pull and kick at the same time is doing? 

By this t ime, the leaders have forgotten what it is like to be 
out on the front-line. Their swords have become dull from 
in-fighting and they have no energy left to be creative dreamers. 
They have a lways assumed that there will be a few dedicated 
to the truth. There is arguing, squabbling and petty fusses; 
everyone works to justify his own importance. 

So the group stagnates. There is no atmosphere of excitement 
and mission. Nobody is bringing in new people, and as the 
pie shri nks, the fighting gets worse. P eople fight at the drop 
of a hat or a rltlnor. They are always searching the speeches 
and t he publications of others for something over which they 
can fight and divide. The downward spiral is deadly. 

Conclusion 

Wh~ is the answer to this problem that is ever before 
us ? "Go back to stage one," says Devos. And he is right. When 
the group refocuses its gaze back on the original purpose, when 
the church returns to the business of taking the Gospel to the 
whole world, when the leaders get out where the people are, 
Jay down their charts and graphs and pour their energy into 
winning the lost to Jesus, things begin to happen. With God's 
help we can get back to the basics and r emain in stage one 
until our task is done. 

York College, York, N E 68467 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power- "I Am Debtor" 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

What zeal! What strength! What endurance! That was the 
apostle Paul as a young man, and that was the apostle ~~ul as 
an old man. Surely you and I yearn for those same qua~1tie~ of 
character. Achievable? Yes, but not apart from the mot1vat1ons 
which were driving forces in the apostle's life. One of those 
dynamic forces was an immense sense of indebtedness. 

I Am a Debtor 
Debt-Obligation. "I am debtor both to Greeks and to bar

barians, both to the wise and to the foolish" (~om. 1 :~4)__:..an~ 
that's why he ·could insist, "So, as much as m me ,~s, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you also that are in Rome (v. 15). 
The driving force was not determined by the "worthiness" of his 
hearers nor was it diminished by any evident "unworthiness." 

No :old, objective, impersonal "obligation" was this. He 
longed to see them (Rom. 1:11), that he might have s~me 
part in their lives and they in his (vs. 9-12). And no psychologtcal 
gimmick of diplomacy were his statements to them. Rather, be 
opened his heart to them so they would know where he was 
coming from. , . . 

Freedom-Selfishness. Most people don t bke the 1dea of 
indebtedness, for debts demand payment. I've had quite a 
struggle with this, and I imagine many others who grew 
up during the great depression have faced that. same struggle. 
Those of us who lived through those years of JOblessness, low 
pay inability always to pay debts on time (if at all), now want 
to be Yery sure we make our own way. We don't want to be 
beholden to anyone. We don't feel comfortable when someone 
does us a favor if we can't somehow repay that favor. 

Just a short time ago I was almost embarrassed to be the 
recipient of a lovely gift. I hardly knew what to say to the 
lady-for it is hard to be on the receiving end when you want 
to be on the giving end. After all, it is more blessed to give than 
to receive. This dear lady reminded me of something very im
portant when she said, "Don't take away this joy from ~y 
husband. He doesn't do things like this very often. Let ~1m 
do it-and enjoy it." How, indeed, will others learn the JOY 
of giving if we refuse graciously to receive? 

Tremendously serious results are flowing from today's streams 
of "freedom from restraint." Paul's admonition to first-century 
Christians, "Use not your freedom for an occasion to the· flesh, 
but through love be servants one to another" (Gal. 5:13), is of 
vital significance to all of us today. Consider, for example, the 
reasoning of those who don't believe in marriage vows. They 
don't want to be tied down by commitments; they don't want 
to be indebted. Their insistence is that they don't want to be 
bound to love and loyalty by an agreement. "I want him to love 
me because he loves me, and not because he owes me." And he 
will say, "I want love freely given-not as an obligation." 

Knowing what the Bible teaches about the sacredness and 
loyalties of marriage, we are not at all surprised to. see t~at 
such practices are proving themselves to be not only dtsappomt
ing but devastating. Individual selfishness is just the opposite 
of what is taught in the word of the Lord. 

And in matters of religion there are those who just don't 
want to be involved, for involvement brings about a feeling 
of continuing obligation. To be a slave of Christ (Rom. 1 :1; Eph. 
6 :6) is for many totally outside the range of sonship with God. 

Obligations to parents? Some brush aside any family responsi
bilities by saying "My investment will be in my children, even 
as my parents in~ested in me-but I will not permit myself to 
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feel guilty about what I owe my parents because of what they 
did for me over the years." Yet others-a growing number
feel that the government owes them security from the cradle 
to the grave, whether they work or not. Obligation, debt, re
sponsibility, accountability, these are motivations to involvement 
and commitment. What a contrast they are to, "I don't want to 
be obligated to anybody!" 

Debt to the Lord. "Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief" (1 Tim. 1:15) constituted a great 
sens~ of indebtedness for the apostle Paul. He could say, "I am 
saved!" but he said it against a background of long-time 
rejection of the Christ and of opposition to his church. He 
hadn't been a grossly immoral man, as that term is normally 
used, but oh, how he had persecuted the believers in Christ 
(Phil. 3:6; Acts 26:10). He wasn't just one who stood by to 
hold the garments of those who took an active part in such 
persecution (Acts 7:58), nor was he content merely to consent 
unto Stephen's death (Acts 8:1). It was his mission to persecute 
this way unto death (Acts 22:4). But he came to believe in Jesus 
as the Christ, and so readily be was baptized and became one 
of the most vigorous of all disciples of the Lord (Acts 9:1-30). 

Paul, this lost person now saved, felt a debt that he would 
never be able to pay. He would have that sense of indebtedness 
during the remainder of his life-indebtedness to God and Christ 
for the price of his salvation, to the Holy Spirit as revealer, 
confirmer, comforter. Saved! Oh, what he would have been 
willing to do in order to be saved now that he knew Jesus was 
the Messiah. Oh, what he wouldn't have been willing to do, 
regardless of the demands. Not unlike that is your feeling, and 
mine, as we say, "Saved!" 

Debt to Faithful Christians. What a debt of gratitude we owe 
those who faithfully led us to a knowledge of truth, and who 
encouraged us to receive our salvation in Christ. This concept 
was especially valid during those early days of the church on 
earth. What if men like Saul had been successful in destroying 
that which Christ had brought into being? "The gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16 :18) holds great as
surance-but faithful, courageous, sacrificing disciples brought 
about the reality of that promise. 

Today you and I sense evangelistic fervor rising within us 
as we · thank God for the faithful soldiers of the cross who 
made it possible for us to be part of the redeemed family. How 
grateful we are for those who touched our lives, and how 
eager we are to share the good news with those who are lost! 

Debt to the Lost. A Jewish convert to Christianity, Paul had 
"great sorrow and unceasing pain" in his heart for the con
version of his kinsmen (Rom. 5:1-5; 10:1-4). What a debt he 
owed them, now that he had come to know and embrace the 
truth about Jesus Christ. Further, he was to carry the name of 
the Lord to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; Gal. 2:7). "I am debtor 
both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish" (Rom. 1 :14). His was no casual sense of respon
sibility; it was the demanding obligation of debt. 

Are you thinking, "Oh, but I want to serve because of love"? 
Indeed! But remember that love puts you in debt-the kind of 
indebtedness that finds you giving more and more of yourself, 
and that more unselfishly and joyfully. This debt will never 
completely be paid, for you never quit loving. Thankfully and 
joyfully you keep paying, paying, paying through the years. 

420 N. Edgefield, Dallas, TX 75208 
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Must I Love My Neighbor if He Is a Different Color? 
Some problems seem never to _go away. 

And high on the list of perennial problems 
is racism. 

For nearly ten years after the estab
lishment of the church, the gospel was kept 
almost exclusively among the Jews. A few 
Samaritan villages had heard the word 
from men such as Philip, Peter, and John. 
But the Gentiles of the larger Roman 
world had been shut off from the message 
of salvation in Christ because of Jewish 
prejudice and racial exclusivism. 

The situation began to change when a 
visiori came to Peter which impressed this 
message on his consciousness: "What God 
hath cleansed, make thou not common." 
The apostle did not fully comprehend the 
significance of this message until. at. the 
urging of the Spirit of God, he went ~nto 
a Gentile home in the Roman garrison 
town of Caesarea. There he met a man 
named Cornelius. Putting together all that 
had happened, Peter drew t~is belated 
conclusion about the universality of the 
Christian religion: "Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons: but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is acceptable to 
him" (Acts 10:34b-35). This opened the 
way for evangelistic work to begin in 
earnest among the Gentiles. 

But the issue was not yet resolved fully. 
When Paul returned from his tour, prej
udiced Jews from Palestine came to An
tioch and insisted that Paul-and thus the 
church at Antioch which had sent him out 
-had done wrong by accepting Gentiles 
into fellowship. They insisted that Gentiles 
would have to be saved in two steps: (1) 
become Jews through circumcision and the 
other traditional rites and then (2) be 
baptized into the spiritual body of Christ. 
"And certain men came down from Judea 
and taught the brethren, sayi~g, Except 
ye be circumcised after the custom of 
Moses ye cannot be saved" (Acts 15 :1). 

The' controversy over this issue which 
followed set up the conference at J ~rusalem 
which debated the matter in detail. By 
revelation from God, the people there were 
assured that Gentiles and Jews were equal
ly entitled to the blessing of salvation in 
Christ. The matter was formaily resolv~d, 
but a reading of the New Testament epis
tles shows that racism continued to plague 
the progress of the church. 

Today racism still haunts the movement 
of the gospel. It is time to face up to the 
fact that this is a threat to the very heart 
of the faith we have embraced. And it is 
time to challenge this ugly spirit within 
our individual hearts, our congregations, 
our nation, and the world. 

Only the gospel, with its message of !ove 
for God and neighbor, can destroy racism. 
Laws and court decrees cannot do it. 
Conversion is the solution. 

Racism Is a Moral Issue 
It will not do to say that race relations 

is a social rather than a moral issue. To 
be sure racism shows itself in society; but 
this is 'not equivalent to saying that it is 
merely a social issue which is without 
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ethical implications. One might as well 
try to argue that rape is a social rather 
than moral issue. 

Racism is a moral issue because of two 
facts: First, it involves an offense against 
another human being. According to the 
word of God, all men and women on planet 
earth are descendants of Adam and Eve. 
The origin of different races and lan
guages among humankind is explained in 
terms of the scattering of people from the 
Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9). So, what
ever differences of skin color, language, or 
geographical homeland are relevant to peo
ple we are every one in God's image and 
wo;thy of respect as persons. Racism is a 
hurtful aggression against people because 
of the accidental features of color, lan
guage, or national origin. to deny their 
rights as human beings, or to treat them 
as essentially inferior, is to sin against 
them. It is to refuse to acknowledge their 
sacredness as beings in God's image. It 
treats them as sub-humans or non-humans 
and subjects them to abuse. 

Second racism is certainly a violation 
of the Golden Rule or principle of uni
versalizability. No normal human being 
wants to be denied his/her rights as a 
person. No one of us wants to be mis
treated because he is white, a Southerner, 
or a member of the church of Christ. And 
when one of us is snubbed or treated dis
respectfully on the basis of one or more 
of these factors, outrage is the normal 
reaction. By the principle of the Golden 
Rule, then, I have no right to snub or 
mistreat someone who is black, a North
erner, or a Jew. 

I have no apology to make for being 
white male and American. And I am 
moraily inc~nsed at the Iranian action of 
holding white American males a~ hostag~s 
-precisely because they are white Ameri
can males. What I feel in reaction to that 
situation is something akin to what many 
other people-from male Greek slaves in 
the Roman Empire to female black South
erners in America-have had to feel. 

Yes, racism is a moral issue. 
Prejudice Is Not Unique to Whites 

In total fairness to myself and those 
who view the situation of our time from 
a similar perspective, prejudice is often a 
two-way street. 

As federal law began to bring about !'" 
redress of grievances for black Ameri
cans in the 1960s, some blacks began to 
speak of Black Power. Black Power was 
to be a means of economic, social, and edu
cational overthrow. And if whites had to be 
hurt, deprived, and denied to gain ~uch 
power so much the worse for those whites. 
One vlrong had generated a new one! And 
while there ought to be something which 
helps achieve the stated goals of so-called 
affirmative action programs, many of these 
have degenerated into black tools for 
punishing and denying white~. . 

The superintendent of a Christ~an scho?l 
recently had the following experience. H1s 

school was named in a lawsuit challenging 
the tax-exampt status of several educa
tional institutions in that city. The basis 
of the challenge was the charge that all 
the schools involved were alleged to have 
been started to promote segregation. In 
fact, the school in question was es~ablished 
long before current controversies over 
school bussing created a number of private 
academies has always had a non-discrim
inatory a'dmissions policy, and is inte
grated on all levels. In a pr~va~e discussi?n 
with one of the persons brmgmg the suit, 
the man admitted to the superintendent 
that he knew such a charge against his 
school was not just. "But we blacks are in 
the driver's seat now," he said, "and white 
people are going to pay for the past." 

Prejudice is wrong on the part of both 
whites and blacks. The way to bring about 
healing of old wounds is not through re
versing roles between oppressor and op
pressed but by eliminating oppression 
itself. 

The Cross as a Symbol 
One of the most ungodly vestiges of 

racism to survive into modern times is the 
Ku Klux Klan. Founded about 1866 as a 
social group for Confederate veterans, it 
soon became an instrument of terror 
against blacks in the post-war South. In 
1871, Congress passed the Force Bills and 
thereby gave the president power to sup
press the KKK as a conspiracy against 
the government. The original Klan soon 
disappeared. In 1915, a new Klan was 
formed to spread its hate toward Negroes, 
Jews, Catholics, and foreigners. Its mem
bership topped two million in the 1920s but 
was formally dissolved in 1944. Following 
World War II and, especially, in connection 
with tlie Civil Rights movement of the 
1960s, it blossomed again. Today it is 
thought to have about 10,000 members. 

One of the many evils associated with 
the Ku Klux Klan is its use of the cross as 
one of its symbols. Its burning cross is one 
of the best-known trademarks in the world. 

The cross of Jesus Christ was designed 
to break down racial barriers, and its use 
as a symbol of racial hatred is a terrible 
irony! Commenting on the implications of 
the cross of Christ for Jew-Gentile rela
tions, Paul wrote: 

For he is our peace, who made both 
one, and brake down t~e mi~dle .wall of 
partition, having abolished m his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of command
ments contained in ordinances; that he 
might create in himself of the two .one 
new man, so making .peace; and might 
reconcile them both m on~ body. unto 
God through the cross, havmg slam the 
enmity thereby: and he came and 
preached to you that were far off, and 
peace to them that were nigh: f?r 
through him we both have our access 1~ 
one Spirit unto the Father (Eph. 2. 
14-18). 
The death of Jesus gave all men ac~ess 

unto God. It also served to ~ake posstble 
the unification of all races m one body. 

For ye are all sons of God, through 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 

' (Continued on page 11) 
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Jeremiah Still Speaks 

In every sense of the word we want to 
be biblical. But we should also desire to be 
"prophetic." In the truest sense of the 
word "prophecy" (the work and writings 
of the prophets ) was closer to "forth
telling" than "foretelling." To be "pro
phetic" in this sense seems to fit our goal 
today of hailing men back to God's guide
lines. God's solutions to man's problems 
have never been needed more than they are 
needed today. 

As Jeremiah portrays the realities of his 
day he sounds like the morning newspaper. 
The obvious difference is that J eremiah 
offers help and hope, not just headlines. 
Through Jeremiah, God's word pierces and 
exposes. Much of it is negative, but only 
that the positive healing of God can be 
applied. And some may react just here 
that we cannot be "prophetic" in that sense 
because our message is to be positive ... 
the "good news." Nobody is more inter
ested in the good news than I am. But it 
is evident that many have not understood 
this fact: Tho good news is good news only 
because sin is real. Jeremiah does not with
hold the good news of God saving men, 
but he first makes the point that men need 
salvation. Part of the problem in his day 
(and in ours) was that men didn't think 
they needed a Savior. 

Have you noted carefully the similari
ties between the sins which Jeremiah con
fronted and the sins of mankind today? 
It is more thought-provoking than compar
ing this nation's decadence with Gibbon's 
The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. Here are some similarities which 
indicate the urgency of being prophetic: 

1. Distorted values. God's people were 
involved in various swapping games. 

But my people have exchanged their 
Glory for worth less idols. Be appalled 
at this, 0 heavens, and shudder with 
great horror (2, 11, 12). 

From Jeremiah's day to Paul's day it 
had not changed much, for Paul wrote, 
"They exchanged the truth of God for a 
lie, and worshipped and served created 
things rather t han the Creator" (Rom. 1 : 
25). 

2. Denial of accountability. Though God 
specifically detailed the offensive behavior 
of his people, still they said it was not 
their problem. They said they couldn't help 
it; they just had to do what they were 
doing! God told them they were acting 
like barnyard animals and behaving ir
responsibly, but all they could say was "I 
am not defiled" (2:23ff), and "It's no use! 
I love for eign gods, and I must go after 
them" (2:25). Sound familiar today? How 
many times have people said "I can't help 
it. I must do this. And I doubt of I 'm 
really to blame for my actions." 

3. l m]Jenet?·ablc heart. God said, "In va in 
I punish your people; they did not respond 
to correction" (2 :30). Further he said, 
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To whom can I speak and give warn-
ing? Who will listen to Me? Their ears 

are closed so they cannot hear. The word 
of the Lord is offensive to them; they 
find no pleasure in it (6:10) . 

But they did not listen or pay atten
tion; instead they followed the stub
bornness of their evil hearts (11:8). 
If there is any ailment in common be

tween Jeremiah 's day and ours it is a 
"lack of response." The dry eye, the empty 
prayer closet, and the lack of responses 
to the invitation of Jesus clearly attest 
that we have the same sickness today. 

4. No shame. 
. . . you refuse to blush with shame" 

3 :3) 0 

Are they ashamed of their loathsome 
conduct? No, they have no shame at all; 
they do not even know how to blush. 
So they will fall among the fallen; they 
will be brought down when they are 
punished, says the Lord (8: 12) . 

. . . they are skilled in doing evil; they 
know not how to do good ( 4 :22). 
There is a subtle and slow evolution with 

sin. It become more and more bold. What 
once caused public shock soon becomes the 
norm. What once was considered "evil" be
comes acceptable. Repentance becomes a 
foreign word because the difference be
tween black and white is obscured by all 
the gray. No shame is the consequence 
of no conscience. And no conscience is the 
product of systematic brainwashing by 
Satan. Not only is there no shame about 
sin but eventually the sinner becomes a 
braggart and his s ins become entertain
ment for others. 

5. No fear of judgment. Have we dis
cussed the fear motive so thoroughly that 
we have forgotten that the perversion of 
a thing does not invalidate t he thing it
self? There is still room for and need for 
the message, "Fear God." 

They have lied about the Lord; they 
said, "He will do nothing! No harm 
will come to us ; we will never see sword 
or famine. The prophets are but wind 
and the word is not in them; so let what 
they say be done to them" ( 5:12,13). 

They do not say to themselves, "Let 
us fear the Lord our God" (5:24). 
Consider how common it is today to 

disdain the prophetic message of God. 
Many are saying in their heart, "There is 
no God." Others arc saying, "If there is 
a God, it doesn't matter." Most unregen
erate men and women believe they can go 
over "fool's hill" and if they die on the 
way they will not meet their judge. 

6. No Spi1·itual insensitivity. Walk down 
a busy street and watch the bustling 
crowds. Look into faces. How many of 
these people in the sea of humanity do you 
think have a spiritual sense? Could J ere
miah as easily say these words to our 
generation? 

Hear this. you foolish and senseless 
people, who have eyes but do not see, 
who have ears but do not hear (5 :21) . 

They dress t he wound of my people as 
though it were not serious. "Peace, 
peace," they say when there is no peace 
(6 :14) . 

Even the stork in the sky knows her 
appointed seasons, and the dove, the 
swift and the thrush observe the t ime 
of their migration. But my people do 
not know the requirements of the Lord 
(8 :7) 0 

If it is obvious that the man on the 
street has no spiritual sense, it is just as 
obvious that God's own people are not 
really seeing it and telling it like it is. 

7. No love fo?· truth. As long as we are 
as satisfied with error and falsehood as we 
are wi t h truth we should listen to Jere
miah. Our people are not connoisseurs of 
truth. Many would just as soon not get 
into the business of evaluating and de
ciding. It's much easier to swallow every
thing than to "test everything" and " hold 
on to the good" ( 1 Thess. 5:21). Here's 
the way it was in J eremiah's day : 

The prophets prophesy lies, the priests 
rule by their own authority, and my 
people love it this way (5:31). 
8. Unawa1·e of deception and self-htt?·t. 

God's people to whom J eremiah spoke were 
being deceived. Their actions were inflict
ing hurt on themselves but they did not 
understand the consequences. T he most 
deceived people are t hose who believe there 
are no deceivers in our world. To be naive 
is to be foolish. We must stay alert. Preach 
Jeremiah: 

Do not trust in deceptive words and 
say, 'This is the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord!' (7:4) . 

My people are fools; they do not know 
me. They are senseless children; they 
have no understanding (4:22a) . 
They were deceived into thinking that 

nominal relig ion would guarantee an eter
nal income. Like many today, they believed 
t hat if they were near the "religious" 
things that were so familiar to them, they 
would be okay. But they were hurting 
themselves: 

But am I the one they are provoking? 
declares the Lord. Are they not rather 
harming themselves, to their own shame? 
(7:19) 
9. P'ride. Man today has more material 

to feed his ego than ever before. If we are 
disposed to boast in attainments the temp
tation is strong in t he scientific age. But 
God is still the Creator and we are still the 
created. Therefore, hear Jeremiah : 

Let not the wise man boast in his wis
dom or the strong man boast of his 
strength or the rich man boast of his 
riches, but let him who boasts boasL 
about this: that he understands and 
knows me, that I am the Lord, who exer
cises kindness, justice and righteousness 
on ear t h, for in these I delight (9 :23, 24) . 
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An Outline of the Restoration Principle in Church History (1) 
The forces of distortion began their 

work in Christ's church immediately fol
lowing the establishment of that church on 
the day called Pentecost, 30 AD (by the 
corrected calendar). One of the first dis
tortions came through those who said: 
"You cannot be saved unless you are cir
cumcised as the Law of Moses requires" 
(Acts 16:1). Paul said: "No doubt there 
must be divisions among you so that the 
ones who are in the right may be clearly 
seen" (1 Cor. 11 :19). 

Our human nature seems to make this 
unavoidable, but it certainly does not make 
division right nor pleasing to God. How
ever, by our reaction to such things, we 
demonstrate our faith and love for God 
and our fellow Christians to clearly see. 
The Bible shows us that there is room in 
the church for a certain amount of varia
tion. James would not require the Gentile 
Christians to be circumcised as a religious 
rite (Acts 16:19). Yet this same James 
could allow Jewish Christians to continue 
to keep .Jewish tradition (Acts 21 :~0-25). 
Paul laid down a rule (through inspira
tion) which covers this problem: "Accept 
among you the man who is weak in the 
faith, but do not argue with him about his 
personal opinions" (Rom. 14:1). Part of 
the problem is that scruples are often mis
takenly identified as principles. 

Because of the human tendency to over
react, two types of specific distortions 
have found their way into the church
introduced both by those who opposed 
other distortions and by the innovators. 
In reacting against those who would 
bring "new" things into the church, some 
have tried to be more strict than God and 
so have distorted the church in the op
posite direction. For this reason, nothing 
but God's word itself can possibly be a 
safe standard of measurement for any to 
foiiow. Secondly, restoration must con
tinually be corrected. It is much like driv
ing a car down a straight road. If you just 
hold the wheel perfectly steady the car 
wiii veer to one side or the other. It is 
necessary to continuaiiy make corrections 
to stay in the center of the lane! 

Since restoration must be continually 
corrected, a number of "restoration move
ments" have sprung into being and fol
lowed a wavering trail as they continually 
corrected and re-corrected their "walk" by 
the word of God. But we see many become 
rigid and veer off to one extreme or the 
other. The true church is made up of all 
who "reach out through faith to seize 
Christ and make themselves part of him 
(obey the gospel)." We remain in Christ 
by being faithful to him, not by being 
faithful to a "movement." Our view of the 
authority of the Bible will be shown more 
by how we use it than by what we say 
about it. 

Bad exegesis does more to destroy the 
authority of the Bible than all the loud 
denials of the "liberals." We may discover 
that "conservative" preaching has helped 
to bring the Bible into eclipse. When 
Christ-on-the-cross becomes the integra
tive center, doctrinal preaching takes on 
a new dimension. God's people will be edi-
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fied systematically in the great truths of 
the gospel, and the borders of the King
dom will be greatly extended! 
. Paulicians . This is one of the longest

lived restoration movements in the history 
of Europe. It is impossible to piece to
gether a complete history of this move
ment, since few of the historians had any 
sympathy with them, and the Catholic 
Church tried to surpress them. (And 
some. of them were probably genuine 
heretics.) Murch says they baptized re
pentant believers in open streams· met for 
Bible study and the Lord's Supp~r under 
the guidance of elders; and stressed the 
blessing of the indwelling Spirit and the 
necessity of living a pure and holy life. Dr. 
Hans Grim believes they came over the 
mountains into Europe in the fourth cen
tury. This same group was known as 
"Bogomils" in the Slavic lands, and are to 
?e closely identified with the "Albigenses" 
m France, the "Waldenses" in Italy the 
"H ussites" in Bohemia (Czechoslovakia), 
etc. Probably only the Lord Himself knows 
a~curately the. history of each congrega
tion and who IS a true believer. 

Peter Cheltschizki, who died about 1460 
wrote: "Nothing else is sought in thi~ 
book but that we, who come last, desire 
to see the first things and to return to 
them in so far as God enables us. We are 
like people who have come to a house 
t~at has b~e~ burned down and try to 
fmd the or1gmal foundations. This is the 
more difficult in that the ruins are grown 
over with all sorts of growths and many 
think that these growths are the founda
tion .... There is no other foundation than 
that which is laid which is .Jesus Christ 
from whom the many have turned away 
and turned to other gods and made foun
dations of them .... In the Apostles times 
when the Apostles preached, the believers 
were separated from the unbelievers and 
they were assemblies of believers of one 
faith • . . and they had fellowship with 
each other in spiritual things and in the 
Word of God." (quoted from Christians 
Only, J. D. Murch, Standard Publishing 
Co.) 

Wycliffe The chain of "our restoration 
movement" begins in England with this 
man. Certainly he did not begin his work 
in a vacuum. Since he was a scholar and 
lectured at Oxford University, we would 
guess that he had at least some contact 
with "Paulician thought." But one who 
has an open mind toward the Bible as 
God's word, must come to a "restorationist 
attitude" eventually. Wycliffe made an 
English translation of the entire Bible 
from the Latin Vulgate. He organized a 
group of people called "Lollards" when he 
sent out to preach to the common people 
in their own English language. He taught 
that only the pure law of Christ revealed in 
the Scriptures, without any mixture of 
human tradition, was the seed of the king
dom. 

He also taught that images, relics, and 
the Virgin Mary are not proper objects of 

worship; that the bread and wine are not 
transubstantiated into the literal body 
and blood of Christ; that no priest or pope 
can forgive sins; that masses said for the 
dead cannot help them; that miracles have 
ceased; and that it is lawful for priests to 
marry. Great numbers of the common peo
ple responded to the gospel message and 
of course this drew the wrath of the 
Catholic authorities. They had Parliament 
enact a law which said: "that whatsoever 
~hey '!ere that should read the Scriptures 
m the1r mother tongue should forfeit land 
cattle, body, life, and goods from thei: 
heirs forever, and so be condemned for 
heretics to God, enemies to the crown and 
most arrant traitors "to the land." All of 
this could not help but have deep effects 
on England, and also all of Europe since 
refugees fled from country to country try
ing to escape persecution. 

N onconjormists This is the next link in 
our chain. This name is used for several 
different groups, but especially for some 
2000 clergymen who withdrew from the 
church of England in 1662, rather than to 
sign. and submit to the Act of Uniformity. 
Their more common name (but to us mis
leading) is that of "Puritan.'' Dissenters 
objected to the Church of England be
cause, said they: "1) The union of church 
and state makes it a tool of the state, much 
as the army is. 2) The complexity of the 
Church's ecclesiastical machinery destroys 
the simplicity of apostolic times. 3) The 
repetitions of the liturgy of worship are 
endless and empty. Etc." There was a 
"Puritan party" within the Church of 
England. However, the bulk of them was 
made up of the "Three Denominations"
Presbyterian, Independent ( Congrega
tional), and Baptist. 

Independents Not all Independents are 
Congregationalists, but the two are 
closely identified. The Pilgrims were Con
gregationalists. These believed that: "1) 
Every local congregation of believers, 
united for worship, sacraments, and dis
cipline, is a complete church, and not to 
be suject in government to any ecclesiasti
cal authority outside of itself. 2) All such 
local churches are in communication one 
with another, and bound to fulfill all the 
duties involved in such fellowship." In 
their "Declaration of Faith" (1866), they 
said: "We rejoice that, through the in
fluence of our free system of apostolic 
order, we can hold fellowship with all 
who acknowledge Christ, and act ef
ficiently in the work of restoring unity 
to the divided Church, and of bringing 
back harmony and peace among all 'who 
love our Lord Jesus in sincerity.' " 

New Independents These originated in 
Scotland through the work of John Glas 
and his son-in-law, Robert Sandeman. 
While the Congregationalists retained 
some ecclesiastical machinery, these were 
extreme congregationalists, with each con
gregation a "law unto itself.'' We can see 
that Campbell was strongly influenced by 
these people, especially by Robert and 
James Haldane. It is said of them: "In 
worship, the New Independents do not dif-

(Continued on page 11) 
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In 1 Samuel 7:12 a rather unusual thing 
is said a thing about which we sing: "Here 
we ralse our Ebenezer." 

Briefly, let us review the story of Hophn~ 
and Phinehas, the rebellious sons of ~h 
who refused to properly attend the affatrs 
of the temple. ,They mistakenly thought 
God's power was in their hands. They de
cided that taking the Ark of the ~oye'?ant 
before them would frighten the Phihstmes. 
There is a certain human logic here, but 
as human logic often does, it backfired 
disastrously. Instead of fleeing before the 
Ark, as the Israelites surely would have 
done, the Philistines became even more 
resolved to fight with valor-the very op
posite effect from that which was ex
pected. They won the battle. Hophni and 
Phinehas were slain; when the news 
reached Eli, he fell over backwards and 
died also. A dismal, bitter day for Israel. 
The pall of defeat and the absolute hope
lessness of the situation were compounded 
by the haunting fact that the Ark of the 
Covenant had been captured. Was this the 
end of Israel as a nation favored by God? 

The answer to the above is a resounding 
"No," but renewal of the covenant took 
some doing on Israel's part. When the peo
ple of God began to turn to the Lord, 
began to do his will again, the Ark was 
restored and the Philistines were routed. 
After the victory the prophet and priest, 
Samuel said, "I am going to raise up a 
monum~nt to God's help; I am going to 
build a memorial with this stone! I'll put 
it between Mizpah and Jeshanah and call 
it 'Ebenezer,' because unto this place God 
has helped us." He has helped thus far! 

Why had God helped them? Because 
they turned to him with sincere hearts, 
seeking a solution to their problems in a 
lawful way. They prayed God to be on 
their side again in order to restore peace 
to their own souls and in their own land. 
The significance in setting up the Ebene
zer was to mark the extent to which God 
had been with them in the battle. The 
Ebenezer, then, was not only a. reminder 
of God's help in defeating the Philistines, 
but a symbol of Israel's having defeated 
those desires of personal ambition that 
brought them ruin in the first place. 

We dwell not between Mizpah and Je
shanah, yet the monument still reminds us 
of the extent of God's kingdom in his 
world. The new covenant "Ebenezer" is 
that sure rock in which our faith is an
chored by the promise that Christ will be 
with us unto the end of the world. Often 
it looks like the world has gone to the 
devil, but the devil is just a usurper. The 
earth is not his! The earth is the Lord's 
and the fullness thereof. The usurper will 
surely be driven from our Father's world 
when godly men and women turn to him 
wholeheartedly, putting aside personal 
ambition. The Ebenezer that was raised 
that day by Samuel has long disappeared, 
but the story lingers on and fills our souls 
with gladness. It causes us to know this 
very day that God will raise up his people 
to defeat the enemy. Then we, basking in 
the knowledge that "to this extent has 
God helped us" can raise stones, both 
physical and spiritual, as constant re
minders of that help. 
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Here We Raise 
I would like to challenge your thinking 

regarding the extent to which God has 
helped us. This help is a sure sign that 
that he is with us and that we have suc
ceeded in his will for us. We need to have 
the Father's reassurance that his will is 
governing our lives, so he gives us the 
ability to know who we are, what we have 
done, and where we are going. This is the 
way the "Spirit bears witness with our 
spirits that we are children of God." 

The identity crisis in this world is a 
frightening and complex phenomenon; it 
is especially s.o among thos~ without Christ 
in their lives. Often young people haven't 
the slightest idea of who they are or where 
they are going-no real identity. "Who 
am I" is the type of questioning that 
sometimes drives one to seek answers in 
very exotic ways such. as taking drugs or 
living in a wide-open, no-holds-barred life 
style. Who am I? Where am I going? 
What's the meaning of it all? To answer 
these vital questions the Lord has pro
vided for us ebenezers, bedrock founda
tions of faith to which we cling tenacious
ly. Among these, baptism looms large. 

I thrill in the fact that I can look back 
and know assuredly that on that night in 
July, 1952, I gave myself over to the Lord 
and said, "I will resist no more." I was 
buried with my Lord in baptism; I was 
raised from the watery grave. I remember 
the event exactly, every detail. I remem
ber what my father said to me; I remember 
what he did to me before and after he put 
me under the water. That, to me, is a 
monument, a sign, a milestone in my life of 
fEiith. 

This "Ebenezer" forever provides a 
point of reference to remind me of the 
certainty of my being born again. Unfor
tunately, the person who has not been 
helped by the Lord in the milestone of bap
tism doesn't really know where he is. He 
may be wandering somewhere in the field 
of a weakening or growing faith, but he 
doesn't know where he is until he obeys
that's the certain marker. The Lord said 
that a wicked and adulterous generation 
looks for other signs, but the sign that 
is given is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
This obvious description of his death and 
resurrection is passed on to you and me 
in the sign of baptism. Jonah in the fish, 
Jesus in the earth, and man in the waters 
of baptism rise from their "tombs" to 
testify to the power of God. The Lord 
gave us an effective and lasting Ebenezer 
in the illustrative act of baptism. 

The appointment on the first day of the 
week-our meeting together to commem
orate what Jesus did for us is still an
other rock of faith upon which we stand. 
We remember his sacrifice, pledge our
selves to the proposition of the New 
Testament, and commit ourselves in fel
lowship one to another. This is a stone of 
help, reminding us of who we are, what 
we are and where we are going. I wish 

we would emphasize 1 Corinthians 10 in 
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our teaching. Chapter 10 tells us of the 
beauty of eating one bread, being one 
body-not participating of the table of 
demons, but participating with the Lord 
and with one another--committing our
selves to each other. We need that. Those 
who regularly meet around the table know 
that Jesus is there communing with them 
according to his promise. The Lord has 
raised up these "Ebenezers," reminders of 
who we are and the business to which we 
must attend. 

We need reminders of the extent of God's 
help in our foreign missions. We need a 
measuring stick that demonstrates clearly 
what we are able to do in his kingdom, 
if we'll bend to his will for us. Why do 
we need this? One of the things that just 
amazes us in the work of God is the fact 
that the Lord is going to have his way 
whether we participate in it or not. 

This principle is borne out in the fol
lowing story: In Luke 19:28-40 the Phari
sees go out to Jesus during his triumphal 
entry and say, "Master, rebuke your dis
ciples!" Rebuke them because they have 
cried the hosannas! This was blasphemy 
as far as the Pharisees were concerned. 
But Jesus said, "If they had not cried out, 
the stones would have cried out." Now 
think of the sadness of the occasion in 
which the Lord would have to require mute 
stones, dead stones to cry out in the pres
ence of the people who are too faithless or 
too cowardly to praise the one who came 
in the name of the Lord. 

Let's ask the question: Would the stones 
really have cried out at the failure of 
man to do so ? If we can know that the an
swer is "Yes," then the Lord has raised 
up another Ebenezer for us. The Lord's 
work is going to be done in spite of any
thing we might do or not do. His will is 
going to be done! God is not going to quit 
even if we do. God is not going to say, 
"Well, I will just give tip if no one is 
going to help me." He is going to do it if 
he has to make the stones do it! 

But it is so much better when he can 
count on the likes of you and me, isn't it? 
Think of how he has graced our being; 
how different we are from the mere ani
mal of the field; how different we are even 
from the beautiful flowers and the ma
jestic trees--all living creatures God 
placed on the face of this earth. How he 
has dignified man--creating us in his 
image and making us his fellow-workers. 

Isn't it amazing to read 2 Corinthians 
5? God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself and he has made us his 
ambassadors, carrying to world the mes
sage of reconciliation. We are participat
ing in the spread of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Participation in this ministry is 
no Jess rewardng or thrilling today than 
it was in the days when Samuel went out 
between Mizpah and Jeshanah and raised 
a monument to the partnership he then 
felt with the Almighty. 
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Our Ebenezer 
COKER 

But shortly before, He could not have 
raised this stone. God didn't help when 
Israel used the Ark unlawfully. He turned 
His back on the doings of Hophni and 
Phinehas. He would not help them. God 
was certainly doing other things. He never 
"retires." But He was not participating in 
Israel's ignoble act. One cannot coerce 
God into participation in something that 
is odious to Him. Although one has the 
best of intentions of routing His enemies 
God will not participate in lawlessness. ' 

One of the most refreshing statements 
found among our Latin American brethren 
is this: "La obra es del Senor" (The work 
is the Lord's). It's not mine, I don't control 
it-it's not yours, you don't control it. 
The work is the Lord's! The truth of his 
claiming all authority is just as binding 
today, so if I am to be a participant with 
him, I must accept the role of one com
missioned by him. Then the Lord works 
with us and through us in the beauty of 
the promise that is found in Romans 8 :28. 
God works with us if we are called ac
cording to his purpose. If we love him he 
works with us. And as he works with' us, 
every once in a while we can drive down 
a peg and raise an "Ebenezer" boldly 
proclaiming that the Lord has been with 
us. 

That is one reason we have the Pan
American lectureship. We need the Pan
American Lectureship to get together and 
remind ourselves what the Lord has done. 
When I look back to 1963, the lecture
ship's beginning in Guatemala, I just mar
vel at what the Lord has done in Latin 
America since that time. Drive down 
another peg. Raise another Ebenezer! 
Look at what happened since· a year ago 
in Peru. Think of the people who have 
gone to work in Honduras. I am amazed. 

My wife and I were the first ones in 
Honduras as "vocational missionaries." 
The Lord commissioned us with the min
istry of the word. The Lord's church was 
planted and is still growing in Teguci
galpa. We asked and asked and asked 
for people to come and help us in those 
years, but no one could come. For years, 
it seemed that no one would come to Hon
duras, but just look at the mission force 
there today. Isn't it wonderful? Up to this 
point the Lord has helped us mightily. 
The first church of our Lord was planted 
in Tegucigalpa in January, 1969; 1979 is 
the tenth anniversary, and we have a 
number of churches, a preacher training 
center, a survival camp to train mission
aries to resist culture shock, and multiple 
missionaries at work. 

A few years ago, when there were 
many fewer missionaries in Central 
America, I thought Jerry Hill and I were 
going to have to do it all. That's exactly 
the feeling I had, that he and I were the 
only two that really understood missionary 
principles well enough to get the job done! 
Now, aren't we all glad that I was so 

wrong? I was absolutely wrong, with that 
inexperienced, ignorant feeling-the same 
old Elijah had in the cave. I thought we 
might possibly take the message to El Sal
vador, or perhaps even down as far as 
Costa Rica-think of that, a heavy, heavy 
ambition! 

But all of a sudden, with the Lord's 
help, all of Latin America is being covered 
with the Gospel of Christ. Isn't it great 
that the kingdom's expansion is not left 
up to my weak planning? I would have 
still had it in southern Guatemala. Thanks 
be to Him, the Lord has been patient with 
me as he has been patient with all of us. 
He has taught me a thing or two. He has 
taught me that if I will give myself over 
to Him, He will help me--even more than 
my understanding of methodology mis
sion principles, or anything else. ' 

I don't have the last word in strategy. 
I find that all the things I cherish and 
all my sure-fire plans to save the earth 
are often just poorly planned, egotistical 
upstartedness. I used to come up with 
those worldwide, grow-like-fire, save
them-ali-in-one-week plans that would 
surely encompass the earth. No way it 
could faii-I had thought it through. If 
the "dull" brotherhood would just wake 
up long enough to try it, tomorrow the 
gospel would be preached around the 
earth. Then I read the Bible-a rather en
lightening thing to do-and the Lord says 
the kingdom of Heaven is like leaven in 
flour. The leaven stays there until all the 
measures of flour are leavened. Lord, do 
you mean the kingdom grows like 
leaven, not like wildfire? You mean my 
wildfire schemes are worthless? 

I am convinced that we often develop 
a feeling of defeatism about mission work 
that is our own doing. It goes something 
like this: I dream up the way to do 
things, certain they will work and not 
even considering an alternate approach 
if the plan falls short. When the scheme 
fails, blame the people, accusing them of 
being ignorant and unconcerned. Some
times I go so far as to declare them "un
deserving of my efforts." What I am 
really doing is wallowing in the misery of 
my own defeat. When I am overcome by 
this negativism, I need only to open my 
eyes to what has been done in the past 
15 years, for then I can with thanksgiving 
praise the one who has helped us thus far, 
raising an "Ebenezer" to his glory. 

The fact that the Lord helps us does not 
preclude any dedication to study and self
improvement. Shame on us if we don't take 
the time to study hard. Shame on us if 
we will not get down and wrestle with the 
complicated problems of world evangelism. 
Shame on us if we ever are so egotistical 
as to think we can devise a plan that will 
supercede that which the Lord has given. 
Grabbing the Ark and running out with 
it will defeat Israel every time. It might 
impress the onlookers, it might even make 
them tremble, but as with the Philistines, 

the enemy will win when the Lord's peo
ple promote themselves and their schemes 
instead of the Lord and his simpl~ 
scheme of redemption. An ambassador 
does not represent himself, but the one who 
sent him. 

Unfortunately, some of the "monu
ments" we raise to the Lord actually de
tract from the fact of his power. An 
Ebenezer should always be a symbol of 
the bedrock nature of his power and 
promises. I detest those sick, pale, puny, 
looks - like - he - is - going - to - drop -
over-from anemia, paintings of my Lord. 
They present a figure who cries for help 
instead of the one who is our help, the rock 
of our Salvation. There is just one paint
ing in the world of God that gives a 
description of Jesus' features. It's the 
glorified, magnified, risen Christ at the 
right hand of God the Father. He speaks 
boldly in unequivocable terms. His hair is 
as white as snow. His eyes are like a 
flame of such brillance as to penetrate 
the glow of His face which is like the sun 
at its full strength. 

Think of those eyes! But the thing that 
impresses me most is that he spoke: out 
of his mouth protrudes a two-edged sword 
and his voice is like a mighty waterfall. 
Who can ignore it? My Lord is on the 
right hand of the Father, but He speaks 
to His churches on earth. Jesus writes his 
churches so they will know once and for 
all that the head of the church is in com
mand on earth as well as in heaven. 

I need to be reminded of that, don't you? 
I need that iniage of Jesus in my mind to 
assure me He is in total command. I don't 
have to sit around wondering about who 
is going to save the church. The church 
has an active Savior. I don't ever have 
to wonder how in the world the church 
is going to fulfill its mission. I have only 
to submit. We quote Paul's saying: "I 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me," and that's good, but it 
should never be a proud boast. It is, in 
fact, the greatest sort of submission. I do 
it only as Christ does it in me! 

All is well-all is well because the 
Philistines cannot prevail if we follow 
God. The Lord helps us to the extent we 
follow His will. I am proud this day that 
I can proclaim boldly the message of recon
ciliation, knowing that God is my help and 
refuge. My baptism as an "Ebenezer" tells 
me the extent to which God convicted my 
heart so I could give myself over to Jesus 
for rebirth. The Lord's supper is a weekly 
reminder of my commitment to the propo
sition of the death, burial, resurrection 
and second coming of Jesus Christ. It's not 
just getting together eating some crack
ers and drinking some grape juice; 
brethren it is a commitment to the Lord 
and a help and commitment one to another. 
I need that reminder of God's help and 
continuing promises. 

As I look back on the Pan-American 
Lectureships and on mission work in gen
eral, I see the bedrock, everlasting re
minders of the extent to which God has 
helped us. God's promise is as true today 
as it was when he first spoke to his crea
tion. But we must never take the "sacred 
Ark from its temple," flagrantly display-

(Continued on page 12) 



10 

Write for FREE brochures describing 

1980 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
March 10-23 

Visiting Peru, Chile, Argentina 
and Brazi l 

Escorted by Ann & Hulin Fowler 

(2) 

(3) 

GOSPEL MISSION 
TO AUSTRALIA 

March 21-April 5 
Optional Tou r To New Zealand 

Directed by Robert Farrar 

NORTHAMPTON, 
ENGLAND CAMPAIGN 

FOR CHRIST 
April 2-30 

Directed by Bill Harmon 

(4) HAWAII 

(5) 

April 7-15 
Visiting Oahu, Hawai i, Maui, 

and Kauai 
Escorted by June Sta thopulo 

CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 5·18 

Visiting Lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

Escorted by Hulen Jackson 

(6) EUROPE 

(7) 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 
SEMINAR TOUR 
July 31-Aug. 14 

Escorted by Dr. Ca rl Brecheen 
and Dr. Paul Faulkner 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY lAND 

lECTURESHIP TOURS 
June 16-30 

And July 16-30 
Many Well Known Tour Hosts 

ARRANGED BY 

FOWLER TOURS & TRAVEL 

(8) 
EASTERN CANADA 

AND NEW ENGLAND 
July 3-15 

Visiting Quebec, Montreal, Maine, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, New York, 

Massachusetts 

CLI P & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES ---------r 
FOWLER TOURS & TRAVEL 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

FF 

14 15 16 17 

NAM~------------------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________________________ ___ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(9) 
EUROPE 

AND PASSION PLAY 

(10) 

July 29-Aug. 13 
Visiting 7 Countries 

Escorted by Bob Barnhill 

HAWAII 
July 9-19 

Visiting Oahu, Hawaii, Maui, 
and Kauai 

Escorted by Burton Landers 
and Ralph Casey 

(11) 
ALASKA 

Aug. 11-23 
Visiting Anchorage, Fairbanks, 

Mt. McKinley, White Horse, 
4 day inside passage cruise 
Escorted by Robert Bankes 

(12) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

AND WILLIAMSBURG 
Aug. 12·21 

Plus Mt. Vernon, Gettysburg, 
Annapolis 

Escorted by Ann & Hulin Fowler 

(13) 

(14) 

EUROPE 
Visiting Italy, Switzer land, 

France, England 
Escorted by John Vaughan 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

Oct. 2-10 
New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, 

New Hampshire, Connecticut 

(15) 
PEOPLES REPUBLIC 

OF CHINA 
Oct. 20-Nov. 8 

Hong Kong, Peking, Shanghai, 
Kwangchow, Sian, Soochow 

(16) 

Escorted by George Bailey 
and M. Norvel Young 

EUROPE AlPINE AND 
OBERAMMERGAU 

June 30-July 14 
Escorted by Jim Bill Mclnteer 

(17) 
BIBlE lANDS 

June 10-19 
Eight full days in Israel 

Escorted by Charles Prince 
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MUST I LOVE MY NEIGHBOR 
IF HE IS A DIFFERENT COLOR? 

(Continued from page 5) 
you as were baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ. There can be neither Jew 
nor Greek, there can be neither bond 
nor free, there can be no male and fe
male; for ye all are one man in Christ 
Jesus (Gal. 8 :26-28). 
To use the cross as a symbol for an 

organization which is dedicated to main
taining separation, perpetuating tension, 
and arousing hatred between races is a 
monstrous offense against all that cross 
represents! 

The purveyors of racial bigotry and 
hatred will seek to capitalize on recent 
events involving Iran, Pakistan, and other 
countries which have been scenes of anti
American demonstrations and terrorist ac
tivities. We must not fall victim to their 
propaganda. 

What our national response to these 
crises may be is not yet determined. What 
cannot be justified is the whipping up of 
personal animosities toward all foreigners 
in this country or the lumping together 
of all Iranians and Pakistanis as deserving 
the contempt we rightly feel toward the 
evil actions of some people from those 
countries. 

Christianity remains a unifying religion 
of reason and love. We must not lose sight 
of this important truth; we must :QOt give 
way to irrationalism and hatred. Second 
only to our obligation to love God, we are 
under responsibility to love our neighbors 
-regardless of religion, color, national 
origin, or language. 

Following Christ precludes racist atti
tudes and behavior. Though we are twenty 
centuries this side of their first appear
ance in the church, we dare not let down 
our guard against them. 
2206 Hillsboro Rd., Nashville, TN 87212 

AN OUTLINE OF THE RESTORATION 
PRINCIPLE IN CHURCH HISTORY (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 
fer much from other nonliturgical church
es. They read a large but indefinite 
portion of the Scriptures at each meeting; 
in many of their large chapels they use 
Dr. Watts' version of the Psalms; and in 
most of them they stand while singing. 
They adopt weekly communions; and, as 
they make no real distinction between 
clergy and laity, the absence of elders and 
deacons, on any occasion, in any of their 
chapels, is not thought a sufficient reason 
for preventing the administration of the 
holy communion on the first day of the 
week." They insisted that the Scriptures 
contain a full and complete model and sys
tem of doctrine, government, discipline, 
and worship for the direction of Chris
tians. 

In March, 1786; Ebenezer White, minis
ter of the First Congregationalist Church 
in Danbury, Connecticut, invited Robert 
Sandeman of Perth, Scotland, to come and 
help restore pure Christianity in the new 
world. Sandeman believed that faith was 
produced in the heart of the sinner 
through hearing the word; and that no di
rect operation of the Holy Spirit was 
needed. But Murch says: "While these 
men held to noble views of a· free gospel · 

and simplicity of faith, they were coldly 
intellectual in their concepts of salvation 
and legalistic in their application of divine 
truth. A number of congregations were 
soon started and flourished, but eventually 
were absorbed by the Congregationalists." 

Their work overlapped that of Sandeman. 
The books of Glas, Sandeman, the Hal
danes, Dr. Kirk, etc., use words and 
phrases, doctrines and arguments very 
familiar to those of the "Restoration 
Movement." 

There was a great deal of "cross
pollinating" among the many groups 
which can be called "Independent" or 
"Nonconformist." One question which each 
group had to face was that of infant bap
tism, and immersion (two facets of the 
same question). The Roman Catholic 
Church has always accepted immersion, 
but not always practiced it. The Orthodox 
Catholic Church has always immersed 
(even babies), and in some instances will 
accept one who has been "sprinkled" or 
"poured." The Haldane brothers and the 
Scotch Baptists insisted on immersion as 
it appears in Acts 2:88; Eph. 5:26; etc. 

The Independents, then, . were divided 
over immersion. In 1817, two families split 
off the Sandemanian church in Danbury, 
Connecticut, and Levi Osborne traveled to 
New York City to be immersed into Christ 
for the remission of sins (probably by a 
Haldane group). Returning, he immersed 
his wife and Mr. and Mrs. Wildman, and 
these four formed the nucleus of the 
Christian Church in Danbury. This sort of 
thing has been repeated many times in 
church history. 

(More Next Week) 
1206 Kayuga 
Ithica, N.Y.14850 

~....,......,...~ ......................... ~.~~~~.....,..,.,..~.....,..~~~...,..,~~~~ ......... .....,... ..................... ._.1 

l PlANNING TO BUILD? I 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18th year of su-ccessful operation. ~ 
l Let us assist you in planning toward construction Olf cyour nerw building. l 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . • • i 
i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ) 
~ 2811 Columbine Place P. 0. Box 40289 i 

L-~~~~~:-~~~-----~~:~::::~::~J 
SCANDINAVIA-RUSSIA 

I'I.YlCBUISE I'OR CHRISTIANS 
MAY 21-JUNE 3, 1980 (14 days) 

Fly from Dallas to London, on to Moscow, then to Leningrad. Board 
a ship for a 7 day cruise visiting Finland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden 
and England.· 

PRICE: From $1395 depending on cabin chosen 

For more information write Howard Bybee, Box 342, Gruver, Texas 
79040. Ph. 733-2180. 

ATTENTION ALL VETERANS 
G. I. Bill is phasing out-Don't let that money 

slip away from you! 
At Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies, a man with 
a wife and two children enrolled in our three year 
program will receive $15.000! 

NO TUITION-means you keep all that government money for living 
expenses. 

FOR OTHER INFORMATION, WRITE: 

BEAR VALLEY SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
2707 South Lamar 
Denver, Co 80227 

Leonard M. Gray, Director 
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BULLETIN 
As we go to press, news h as just 
r eached us of the passing of Foy E . 
Wallace Jr. Brother Wallace had 
recently' had problems with internal 
bleeding, and had entered Scott and 
White Hospital in Temple for treat
ment. As is normal with the condi
tion they found, the injections ad
ministered bad a high percentage 
risk of producing Hepatitis. In 
Brother Wallace's case, this hap
pened. He went into a coma from 
which he did not recover. Brother 
Wallace was in his 84th year ; had 
preached the gospel for 68 years. At 
this moment funeral arrangements 
are incomplete. Recently he and Sis
ter Wallace have been making their 
home with Willsol'll Wallace in Here
ford, Texas. 

CLASSIFIED 
"HAVE FAITH IN GOD" Pilmstrips available ! 
An excellent way to refute evolution and es_tablosh 
fai th in the existence of God. A prc:requtstte for 
Cottage c lasses. 3 filmstrips w/cassette tapes, only 
S25. BONUS "Believe in J esus" on one cassette . 
Order from K. A. Edwards , 1030 S. E. 88th, Port
land, Ot·egon 97216. 
Small cong regation of about 50 members desir?S 
full time minister. H ouse J>rovided. Located m 
north central La. town of about 10,000 POJ>. Send 
r esume to Dr. Poley Evans, Box 308, Jonesboro, La . 
71251. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal eva ngelist to 
work full t ime in fi lling Brownsville, Texas with 
the gospel; no pulpit work; write to P. 0. Box 
2175, Brownsville, •rx. 78520. 

SOUTH MAlN-BA YTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S . Main. 
J oseph D. Bryme r, Minist e r . Phone ~27-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9: 55 A.M. & 6:00 P .M .. W ed. 7:00 
P.M. 
Small determined cong regation in a dense ly popu
lated New Eng land city looking for a ded icated 
man with preaching , teaching, and sparkplug capa
bili ties . Some experience necessary. H ou'se provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery S t ., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
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10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3Y2 to 7 yea rs 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13Y2 years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

HERE WE RAISE OUR EBENEZER 

(Continued from page 9) 

ing it before nations, making them re
bellious against the living God. The Lord 
will not help us in such foolishness. But if 
we, like leaven, will touch one-who will 
touch one-who will touch one-who will 
touch one-then the landmark Ebenezers 
of the kingdom's growth will cover the 
earth. 

----0,----
Bennett W. Land, 2020 Glenwood Dr., 

Stillwater, OK 74074, Nov. 1: The Lord's 
church in Center, Sharp County, Ark., is 
one of the oldest in north A rkansas. It 
will be 100 years old during the corning 
year. The meeting house has br·E>n re-
modeled. Some 35-40 assemble each 
Lord's day. Brot herly love abounds. 

MINISTER 
NEEDED 

The church in Thornton, Colorado, is 
seeking a full time minister who enjoys 
pulpit work, teaching, and personal work 
activities with all age levels. Write to: 
ELDERS, Thornton Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 29163, Thornton CO 80229. Furnish 
qualifications, including educational back
ground and experiences. 

CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY 
awaits 

EXPERIENCED EVANGELIST 
at the 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1000 Nevada Avenue 

Trinidad, Colorado 81082 
A/C 303-846-4116 or 846-6684 
(House p lus partial support) 

CHURCH BONDS 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 

Dated September 1, 1979 

Maturing to 15 years 

For prospectus and more information 

call 

(414) 885-5262 

or write 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 474 

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 53916 

Let Me Talk To You 
A Minute ... 

Leonard Gray 

If you need some special s tudies for 
the Lord's service, Bear Valley is the 
place fo r you. (The Bear Valley 
Church of Christ in Denver, Colorado, 
provides a special School of Biblical 
Studies fo r men and women who are 
willing to spend three years in special 
s tudies and preparation.) 

If you want some special studies in 
textual classes, Bear Valley is the place 
for you. 

If you want some special classes in 
training in missions, Bear Valley is the 
place for you. 

If you want some special studies and 
practical work in personal evangelism, 
Bear Valley is the place for you. 

If you wan t a special program for 
every wife, over 600 hours of class ins truction, Bear Valley is the place for you. 

If you want the equivalent of over 25 years of s tudies in only th ree years, Bear Valley is 
the place fo r you. 

If you are ex-military and need VA approved education, Bear Valley is the place for you . 

If you need these studies and cannot pay tuition, Bear Valley is the place for you. (The 
Bear Valley Church believes it cannot charge fo r its services.) 

Please contact me immediately. 
Our next enrollment begins February 25, 1980. 

YOU can be a part of this class. Call me at 303/986-5800 
or write me at 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, CO. 80227 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JANUARY 1, 1980 



NEWt Walk back into the ages and 
prove the Bible is true! 

oNLY$69.95 PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
complete Archaeology Confirms the Bible 

NEW! Helps make ev~ryone 
an effective personal worker! 

BAXTER PERSONAL 
WORK SERIES: Why and 
How To Be a New 
Testament Christian 

Your members can now see earth-shaking discoveries in 
archaeology that prove the truth of the Bible. The five film
strips and cassettes add new meaning to adult, high school, 
junior high classes. Complete teacher aids, Guidebook and 
Review Sheets. Each dramatic narration is 17 minutes long-
400 exciting color pictures in the set. Written by B.J. Humble, 
Ph.D, one of the leading scholars in the church on Biblical 
Archaeology. 

1§'18 ORDER TODAY! 
Finn Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

The 
Baxter 
Personal 
Work 
Series/ 
WhyandHow 
to be a 
New .

1 Tes~!T)en 
Chnst1an. 

ONLY$69.95 

complete 

Three half-hour studies which contain everything l 
to help experienced or new personal workers lead 
others to Christ. Written by Batsell Barrett Baxter, ~ 
preacher, educator, author and radio and television 
speaker, this new series is designed for conversions. 
Complete with 3 filmstrips and cassettes, personal 
Worker's Manual. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Finn Foundation Publishing House 
Box 61 Texas 78767 

ONLY$49.95 

complete 

NEW! Explore the Restoration Movement in America 
and strengthen your faith! 

BACK TO THE BIBLE: How 
We Got There, How We'll 
Stay There Gain a fresh insight into the 

struggles of Jesus' followers . BACK TO THE BIBLE is a 
lesson in faith, a recommitment to New Testament Chris
tianity to inspire and strengthen every member of your 
congregation. A new series of 4 filmstrips and cassettes 
that belongs in every church library. Perfect for 4th grade 
through Adult classes, midweek services, visitation pro
grams. Written by B.J. Humble, one of the church's 
leading scholars of the Restoration movement. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

13 



FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 
LECTURESHIP HELD I N SPAIN 

The fourteenth annual lectureship con
ducted by the churches of Chris t in Spain 
was r ecently concluded in Valencia. It was 
attended by the t hirty one gospel preach
ers now serving the 30 congregations of 
t he church in Spain, plus a large number 
of brethren f rom many of t he congr ega
tions. 

The theme of the ten lectures delivered 
dealt with t he church, its doctrine, its or
ganization and its work. 

All lectures were delivered by Spanish 
brethren, and the lectureship was followed 
by a three night gospel meeting in which 
Juan Monroy did the preaching. The meet
ing was attended by a great number of 
non-Christians. 

The church in Spain is enjoying a very 
fine period of growth and development. 

FLOODS IN COLOMBIA LEAVE MANY 
HOMELESS 

Some 100 families who a1·e Christians 
live in the lower Magdalena River basin 
in Colombia, which has r ecen tly been dev
astated by f loods. Many are living in tents 
according to H arland Rail , missionary 
wor~ing in Medellen. Relief is needed, ac
cordmg to Rail , and should be sent to the 
nat ional and H igh Church of Christ, 2148 
N. National, Springfield, Mo. 65803. All 
funds sent will be used exclusively in t he 
stricken area, a nd distributed through 
Harland Rail. Apdo Aereo 50848, Medellen, 
Colombia, South America. 

Charles Elledge Hill, 6920 Hightower, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, 76112, November 14: 
I r ecently conducted a meeting for t he 
church in Everman, Texas. The interest 
was good. Earl Griff in is the beloved local 
preacher. I am in my fourth year with th e 
church in Rendon, Texas. Two were bap
t ized r ecently in our work there. We plan 
the construction of four additional class
rooms in the near f uture. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Adminjstrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/ 882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group r ate 

Reach Out. 
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Learn to be an effective personal worker 
in the Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies 

-NO TUITION-

• Do mission work while learning 
how to save souls. 

• Help evangelize Colorado while 
learning how to save souls. 

• 113 souls baptized into Christ 
in the last school year. 

6 monlh intensive, practical program 

Learn: 
• Powerful & effective methods for reaching the lost 
• How to restore the delinquent Christian 
• How to organize the local church for 

effective evangelism 
• How to train others in evangelism 
• Bus evangelism 
• Hew to handle objections 
• The art of persuasion 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 
Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies 
2707 South Lamar • Denver, Colorado 80227 

(303) 986-5800 

Taught by Bobby Bates 
• Former mlsslonatY to Amster
dam. Holland. • M.S. In Mlnlsuy & 
Evangeftsm from A.C.U. • Author 
of the book. How to Close the 
Study. • Hundreds have been 
baptized as a result ot his work, 
training programs and articles 
on personal evangelism. 

''TAKE A CHILD 

BY THE HAND" 

HILLVIEW 
ACRES 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

HAVING BEGUN TN 1929, WE ARE 

CURRENTLY CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF CHILD CARE. OUR PRE

SENT STAFF ARE WELL-QUALIFIED 

AND VERY MATURE. PLEASE RE· 

QUEST A PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

f-OR MORE INFORMATION. 

WANTED: 

A married, Christian couple as 
full-time homeparents or full
time relief homeparents to six 
to eight children 

Preferably without children 
of their own Jiving at home 
College education desired 
but not required 
Mature age range 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

Group insurance program 
Basic annual salary of 
$12,000 
Room and board (not in
cluding off-campus relief) 
Three weeks' vacation 
70 relief days per year 

6 major holidays 

To live in newly carpeted, 
re-decorated cottage 

Additional openings available for 
relief homeparents. Room and 
board provided. 

To receive more information, 
please write: 

CORKY KINDSVATER 
HILLVIEW ACRES 

3683 CHINO A VENUE 
CHINO , CA 9171 0 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or coniQ'ega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
Young evangelist, 25, married, 2 children, 2 years 
experience, desires pulpit and/or personal work in 
the San Diego, CA area. Not a hobbiest, preach the 
truth. Please write P. 0. Box 804, San Miguel, CA 
93451 or call (805) 467-3450. Paul McKannon. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa.. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa. City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., ~0 N. Irving St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con· 
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va.. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For tra.nsporta.tion---dlrectlons ph. 528-0535 
or 941·1685. Worship with us-Enjoy a. 
Spiritual FeaBit. 
Monterrey, Mexlco1 Ave. Fundlclones 109 

''A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
CHATHAM, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201·636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE OHlJROH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Ba.rr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.llEA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

Pleasanton, CaUfonala 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

N-O""'"W~:..::W::::ORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
BA.WA.II Ph. 332-8.628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3H9, 
Lihue. HI. 967~6. 
Seattle, W A Northwest Church of Ohriat 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Grea.ter Seattle area 
drop us a. llne. or ca.ll 634-1320. We will 
contact them. 
PRESCOT!', ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:80: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 

. respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 446-5190 or 445-
8722. 
BV A.NSVILLE, IND., :=oG E. Morgan Ave.. 
U.S. 460 Eut Opposite K-Bart. Oftlee 4'1'1-
5271.. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'18-40G6. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIO'US BOOKS BOlJGBT. For detatlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens. Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 

"Informative and Very Motivating Seminar" 
Say a Dayton, Ohio eldership of Dewayne Daven
port's Seminar in Church Growth and Evangelism. 
"The seminar was one of the most encouraging ef
forts • • • ever participated in," says the same 
leadership. Write: Seminars, P. 0. Box 246, Byes
ville, OH 43723 or call (614) 685-3055. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. ~8th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344·3760 
Full-time Preacher wanted. Small congregation. 
House & Utilities furnished. Wages negotiable. Call 
(405) 653-2766 or (405) 653-2541. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Ohureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ, 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64162. (816) 
891-0631. 

The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 
WORLD MISSION INFORMATION BANK-Assist
ing churches and workers. WBS Follow-up, TAR
GET-A-NATION 13426 W.ebb Chapel Rd., Dallas, 
Tx 75234, (214) 241-0800. 
PARENTS NEEDED,_ Small Group Foster Home 
seeking houseparents. Help care for neglected, aban
doned and abused children under supervision of 
Christian MSW. Home, utilities, insurance and other 
benefits. Area of industrial and population growth. 
Thomas A. Buell, La Place Christian Foster Homes, 
La Place, Louisiana, 70068. 504-652-9938. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, provide guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 3605 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 
PREACHER NEEDED for congregation 50 miles 
east of Sacramento in a beautiful mountain town. A 
new building, partial support ($600), and a fast 
growing community make it a prime mission field. 
If interested write or call: Central Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 976, Placerville, Calif. 95667. Phone 1-916-
622-3540. 

MISSIONARY AVAILABLE 
Experienced missionary ready to go • • • anywhere. 
Needs a congregation willing to love, support, and 
send. Contact: G. L. Brewer, 2003 70th, Lubbock, 
Texas 79412. Phone 806-745-4496. 
Lakeilide Church of Christ, 209 Pearl St., of Grinnell, 
Iowa has moved to 511-6th Ave. Now known as 
6th Ave. Church of Christ. 
MONTANA MISSION work important to you? The 
church in Livingston has stepped out on faith and 
secured a man to come here with goal of building 
up the church here and starting congregation in Big 
Timber. We cannot bear the cost alone. Will you 
include us in your 1980 plans? For details, write to 
P. 0. Box 723, Livingston, MT 59047, or call collect 
( 406) 222-2017. 
Two Connecticut churches in 1t. receptive population 
are looking for an evangelist. One huge growing 
factory center and one very rapidly growing small 
city are looking for a minister and family who can 
relate to different cultures and win souls to the 
Savior. Both have the backing of the University 
Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas. 
Resumes should be sent to Waterbury, Connecticut: 

Church of Christ 
c/o J. J. Divito 
40 Maple View Drive 
Wolcott, Ct. 06716 

In New Milford: 
Church of Christ 
c/o Dave Guzzy 
Churchill Road 
Washington Depot, CT 06795 

and to: Northeastern Mission Committee 
University Church of Christ 
733 EN 16th 
Abilene. TX. · 79601. 

FOR SALE 15-18 ft. and 7-24 ft. good oak cush
ioned pews (Converts to half their length). Edge
mere Church of Christ, 4728 Neta Lane, Wichita 
Falls, TX 76302 (817) 766-0107. 
Mountain States Children's Home is in need of 
houseparents who can love, counsel, care for and be 
understanding to the needs of children. Houseparents 
must be dedicated, mature, and stable in this min
istry. Mountain States Children's Home is situated 
on 155 acres along the foothilis of the Rocky Moun
tain Range with a panoramic view of Longs Peak 
to the west. Salary, living expenses, transportation, 
and fringe benefits are provided. Contact Earl 
Herrington, Supt., P. 0. Box 1097, Longmont, 
Colorado 80501. Phope: 303-776-6841. 

~oung ~an wan~ for youth and personal work 
m a rapidly growmg congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be Vi!rY sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references Salary eom
mensur!lte with qualifications. Send resullle to 
M!lgno}Ia Cent~r C~urch of Christ, P.O. Box 2346, 
Riverside, Cahforn1a 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2854 or 1-714-684-3110). 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Preacher wanted for small congregation in town of 
10,000. Good facilities, full support available if re
spond soon. Write: c/o Bill Hart, Church of Christ 
378 River E, Dauphin, Manitoba R7N OH8 phon~ 
204-638-5283. • 

FOR SA.LID 
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 236·1918 
Dallas. Texas 

Washington, D.o. a.rea.-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria., Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836·3083 or 9'll-U4'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
RETIRE in beautiful, health..;;y..;;.;;;:S~ed~o-n-a-,-an_d..,.....se_rv_e_th,.....e 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones--(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
SOUEGA YOUTH HOME in beautiful Southwest 
Georgia needs dedicated Christian house parents and 
relief house parenta (or matron) for girls cottage. 
Write Mark Seechrest. Rt. 1, Box 100, Sylvester, Ga. 
31791 or call 912-776-3479. 
Young preacher seeking full time work. Married, 
29 years of age, 2 children. Graduate of Preston 
Road School of Preaching. 7 years experience. Ref
erences upon request. Write: Dan Gannon, Box 
167, Poynor, Texas 75782. 

Beer Valley Church of Christ 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
CARETAKER: Full-time caretaker needed at beau
tiful Wisconsin Christian Youth Camp. Residence 
furnished with utilities paid. No salary, Wonderful 
opportunity for young-thinking retiree. Please eon
tact Carl Frazier, P.O. Bo:<: 474, Beaver Dam, WI, 
53916. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
The Albuquerque Christian Childrens Home is look
ing for qualified house parents. If interested in 
working with children in need send resume to 
ACCH,Rt. 3, Box 8020 A, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87105 or call AI Maxey (505) 899-5520 or (505) 
898-8676. . 
Missionary wanted for Aruba, West· Indies. Send 
resume and availability to Mission Committee, 
Darby Drive Church of Christ. 2002 Darby Drive, 
Florence, Alabama 85630. Salary negotiable. · 
NEEDED: A Christian couple to serve as house 
parents, to a household of six children. Our loca
tion is just across the Ohio river · from Louisville, 
Kentucky. If interested, contact, Ken Samuel, Super· 
intendent, in Jefferson, Indiana at South Central 
Christian Childrens Home. Phone (812) 282-8248 
(day): 282-1047 (ight). 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12.000: only congre$1'8.tion in 
a valley of 25.000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a siimificant 
leadership role, particularly in ~treaa of "shepherd
inv" and equipping Christians 1r ministry (Enh. 
4:11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evan~telism. We can pro
ville nnrtial supnnrt. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande. OR 97850: ph. (503) 96ll-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangplist. 963-9018 
or one of th~ following numbers: 534-5023; 963-
6434 or 963-9035. · 
PREACHER WANTED: Con11:rention of anproxi
matf'lv 200 members near Dayton, Ohio. Present 
minister has accented position in Texas effective 
htt;.. Jannary. Send aualifications and refeT"enres to 
Elders. Church of Christ, 922 S. Central, Fairborn, 
Ohio 45324. 
ATT'N. MTLITARY-UPTOWN CBTTRc:H OF 
CHRTST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. W"fl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-21)50 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WANTED: Detlicated gospel nreacher to work with 
small, but faithful, congresmtlon In WestPrn Penn
sylvania town. Must be mature man with ability 
to help congregation grow. Prefer mlrldle age man. 
Jnterestert? Send resume to Blairsvil1e Cha:rch of 
Christ, RD1, Box 677, Blairsville, PA 15717. 
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Make Plans Now For Summer! 

Harding University 
Bible Workshops ~ 

August 4-7, 1980 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Workshops available include: The Christian Home, 
Biblical Studies, Singles, Christian Evidences, 

Church Growth, Christian Schools, Nursery, 
Pre-School, Primary, Junior, Youth Ministry, Adult, 

Education Directors and Supervisors. 

For a full schedule brochure write : Dr. Jerry Jones, Chairman, 
Bible Dept., Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY I, 1980 
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RECOGNI T ION - Leroy Brownlow, minister, 
author, publishe r, wos honored by brethren in 
the Fort Worth area during the recent lecture

ship at the Roanoke church . A brief review of 

the life end ministry of Brownlow was given by 
Noble Petterson ( left ) an d a plaque was pre
sented by Ike Ta ylor ( right) of Keller, Texas. 

C. N. Taylor is the local minister a t Raonoke. 
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Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 

One of the giants of the Restoration is dead. Foy E. 
Wallace, Jr., passed to his reward on Tuesday, Decem
ber 18. While .. undergoing treatment in Scott-White 
hospital in Temple, Texas, he went into a coma from 
which he did not recover . He was in his eighty-fourth 
year. 

We feel a great personal loss. During our young 
years, Brother Wallace held 17 straight meetings in 
Tipton, Oklahoma where we grew up- always in Au
gust. Horace Busby held 18 straight winter meetings 
during the same t ime. So, Brother F oy was a great 
contributor to whatever Bible knowledge we may have. 
In later year s we were close friends. Cled Wallace 
spent his last years living near the Fir1n Foundation 
office in Austin, and Foy often visited the office. His 
advice and counsel were earnestly sought and greatly 
valued. 

But, in a much lar ger sense, the brotherhood has 
lost a great warrior. Foy Wallace's battles for truth 
will go down in histor y as some of the greatest. His 
debate with Neal effectively stemmed the progress 
of premillennialism among us. His debate with Frank 
Norris will probably rank as the debate of the cen
tury, and its effects ar e still being felt. As editor of 
the Gospel Advocate for a number of years, he exer
cised a tremendous inf luence right at a time in which 
it was badly needed. We predict that history will record 
his Advocate years as catalystic in halting, in an early 
stage, the spread of liberalism. His monumental books 
on doctrinal issues will be standard literature in the 
church for generations to come. His work on the 
ver sions of the Bible is the most t horoughly researched, 
scholar ly treatise ever produced. 

Brother Wallace began preaching at 15 and has 
preached the gospel for 68 year s. During the past 27 
year s he has lovingly cared for an invalid wife, keep
ing her by his side throughout his travels and meetings. 

In hundreds of meetings he baptized thousands. In 
Lometa, Texas, more t han 100 were baptized in one 
meeting. More than one has felt that no greater 
preacher has arisen since t he days of Alexander Camp
bell, and most doubt that even Campbell could excel 
him before an audience. 

"They shall not pass" was his motto when it came 
to opposing error, and many in the church ar e more 
determined to oppose error at all costs because of his 
noble example. 

2 [ 18] 

Like any man who has strong convictions and is 
unwilling to compromise them, Brother Wallace f elt 
the scorn of many who disagreed with him. It is our 
personal opinion that the church would be much 
f urther down the r oad to liberalism today if he had 
not lived. And, frankly, we do not know where to look 
for someone to take his place in stemming the t ide. 
Where do you go to find a man so fearless, and one 
who loved the Lord and the church so dearly ? 

Foy came from, and was a part of, a long line 
of preachers. His father, F oy, Sr., and his grand
father Tom were preachers, as was his maternal 
grandfather, M. L. Higgins. His brother Cled was a 
preacher, and so were brother s Paul of Monahans, and 
Tom of Woodland, California. His sons, Wilson of 
Hereford and William of South Carolina, are pr eachers. 

Foy loved the church and he loved the word of God. 
Thousands around the nation felt that when truth 
needed a champion, one was available. He made every 
opponent-in the church and out of it-respect him. 
His writings in the Advocate, the Gospel Guardian, 
which he founded, and the T o'rch which he also st ar ted 
will be standard literature for the church for man; 
years to come. He was always welcome in the columns 
of the FiTm Foundat:ion, and some of his most pene
trating writing was done in this paper. 

Someone has to pick up t he tor ch. It is a sobering 
thought that it will take talent bordering on genius to 
halfway f ill his shoes. In our opinion the greatest battle 
we will be fighting in the next decade will be over 
the inspirat.ion and the infallibility of t he Scriptures. 
We hear a lot of stuttering today at this point. The 
Bible either is the word of God or it isn't. If it is, we 
must go by it . If it isn't, then it matter s not whether 
we ar e loyal to it. Not all the ar guments in favor of 
inspiration and infallibility are water -tight. We make 
so many cheap ones which people can see through that 
we become uncertain ourselves whether we really 
believe it. Wallace believed it, and he let everyone 
know that he believed it, and why. In this he set us an 
example. And he, being dead, yet speaketh. 

If ever a man fough t a good fight, kept the faith and 
finished the course, Foy did it. He r ests f rom his 
labors and his works do follow him. 
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The Sawdust • Our Diet Ln 

A doctor who only palliates symptoms, 
making no effort to seek out and correct 
the cause of an illness, is a quack! There 
are a great many quacks who specialize in 
pointing out symptoms of spiritual illness 
in the church, bu never bother to seek out 
and correct the cause. There are quack 
teachers and preachers who seek to cor
rect all symptoms by "hard" preaching or 
by purely emotional preaching to get mem
bers to do their duty and to generate syn
thetic enthusiasm. This is like a doctor 
telling a very anemic patient that he 
ought to quit moping around, get out and 
play some vigorous sports, skip rope for 
half an hour and then jog five miles! 

There are preachers and elders who 
think that all church illnesses must be 
emotional. But a spiritual body that is 
weak, has been continually fed indigestible 
meat when it should have been nurtured on 
spiritual milk, or has been fed synthetic 
spiritual food (that smells, tastes, and 
looks like God's word, but isn't!) is not 
in any fit condition to do great things for 
the Lord. 

So much of the spiritual food that is 
dished out in Bible schools is an extract 
of someone's abstraction of humanly cate
gorized theories about the word of God. 
The resulting so-called spiritual fare is 
about as relevant to Christians' lives as 
onions are to Orion's Belt! Somehow or 
other, a majority of Bible school graduates 
can get to college age without knowing 
how to worship God spiritually. Most of 
them don't really know why the instrument 
of music doesn't belong in Christian wor
ship, what are the commandments concern
ing giving, what is required of the wor
shiper when partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, what is the difference between 
public and private prayer, what is wrong 
with women leading public prayers in 
groups that include men, why it would be 
wrong for one who is not a Christian to 
lead prayer or otherwise lead in Chris
tian worship, and many other vital things 
that a Christian ought to know in order to 
be able to lead people to worship accept
ably before the Lord. Sad to say, most of 
them are nevertheless led to believe that 
they are ready to teach others fully in 
these matters! 

Can it be that children do not have the 
time to learn all these basic and vital 
things (involving their spiritual approach 
to their God) in the 15 or 16 years between 
cradle roll and high school classes in their 
Bible schools? No, it is obviously not a 
matter of time but of the imitation (junk) 
spiritual food they are fed throughout 
those years when they are supposedly re
ceiving the milk of the word! It is because 
of this very thing that students can get to 
college age as spiritually anemic, bewild-

CARMELO CASELLA 

ered souls with a low resistance to spiritual 
illness. 

We live in an age of fast food, TV din
ners, and high-powered vitamin pills. Un
fortunately this concept has long ago 
caught on with spiritual foods among the 
churches as well. Christians are taught 
t~ memorize what are the acts of worship, 
given s~me rules of right and wrong, but 
never given much depth of understanding 
even in basic areas. They are not taught 
how to have Christ as ruler in their hearts 
and how to be ready to give answer to 
everyone that asks a reason for the hope 
that is in ( ?) them (1 Peter 3:15). Nor 
are they taught the concept of remaining 
faithful to the Lord even when the church
es may .be falling away. Is it surprising 
that a sizable number of Christians (even 
among those attending Christian colleges!) 
are floundering around among the de
nominations looking for the spiritual sub
stance they were supposed to have received 
in the churches of Christ but did not ever 
receive? 

But how can the younger Christians be 
spiritually healthy when so many of the 
older members are so spiritually sick? 
Even those who do not go to denominations 
are learning and practicing denomina
tional principles within many churches of 
Christ. Several churches already have the 
~tanda~d practice of singing hymns, read
mg scripture or using some other means of 
distracting the sincere worshiper when he 
is trying to concentrate inwardly to ex
amine himself as he partakes of the Lord's 
supper. In many churches, even elders are 
exhorting Christians to give of necessity 
and beyond the measure of their love for 
the Lord (beyond what they had already 
purposed in their hearts that they ought 
to give). 

Increasingly common among churches 
of Christ is the heavy emphasis on special 
programs as a way to get Christians to 
work. It is true that programs can get 
Christians to do more so-called church 
work, but where did the Lord command 
that we get a lot of church work done? 
The Lord wants Christians to love him 
with all their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength (Mark 12:30). 

But when Christians are motivated to do 
more for the sake of a program then they 
would be likely to do on their own for the 
love of the Lord, what is their first love? 
Will the greater amount of church work 
done compensate for leaving first love? 
The Lord clearly says No! (Rev. 2:4, 5). It 
is obvious that members of the Jerusalem 
church had not been trained on a program 
basis for it seems. they knew exactly what 
to do as individuals without any central 
organization. 

Yes, there are indeed many symptoms of 
spiritual illness in the church, but the 

cause is in the hearts and not in the ex
ternal acts. No amount of regimentation of 
external acts will change the cause even 
though it might produce more so-called 
church work. Unless the pure word of God 
is hidden in a man's heart, he will sin. 
Denominational phenomena in the church, 
along with the wandering of saints among 
the denominations seeking the promised 
rest unto their souls, are but vain and 
pitiful attempts on the part of the blind 
who are seeking the blind to lead them. 

The story is told of a thrifty man who 
decided to save money on donkey feed. 
Every day he would add increasing 
amounts of sawdust in the donkey's feed. 
Because the process was slow, the donkey 
did not notice any difference as he cleaned 
up his manger. His plan was working well, 
but eventually the man was heard to com
plain that he had no sooner trained his 
donkey to live on 100% sawdust, when the 
donkey died! 

Spiritual food that contains the pure 
word mixed with a lot of sawdust will 
eventually lead to spiritual death. It is so 
sad to see those who act as though they 
cannot understand why so many Chris
tians die spiritually even after being in 
the church many years. 

The word of God is a lamp to the feet 
and a light unto one's pathway. But when 
Christians have not been fed enough of the 
pure word, it is inevitable that they will 
be floundering about in spiritual darkness 
and accept the guidance of blind guides. 
The word of God is what we should live by. 
But how can Christians make intelligent 
choices in their lives without enough of 
the pure word to understand life? The way 
of the word is the way to knowledge of 
truth and real freedom; but those who have 
not progressed far along that way are 
still in bondage and spiritual darkness no 
matter how many years they claim to have 
been Christians! Faith comes by hearing 
the word of God; but what is the use of 
chiding Christians about their little faith 
if we have not taught them enough of the 
pure word for them to develop much 
faith? 

So, if you know some (and who doesn't 
these days?) who are spiritually ailing, 
don't try to cure them by whipping up their 
emotions. Church pep-rallies and lectures 
about duty won't do much good unless 
they are already well-taught in the pure 
word of God. The best thing to do is to 
start feeding them the sincere milk of the 
word that they may be able to grow there
by. Good wholesome spiritual nourishment 
without refinements and added preserva
tives of commercial manufacturers will 
work wonders in restoring people who were 
getting sick because of the high percentage 
of sawdust in their spiritual diet! 

Box 16842, Lubbock, TX 79490 
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Reuel Lemmons, editor of the Firm 
Foundation recently loaned me a book 
Memoir of 'william D. Carnes, written by 
his son, Joseph M. Carn~s. The b~k is 
quite rare, for the librarians !'t Abilene 
Christian Universty had been unable to 
locate a copy through interlibrary loan, 
not even at the University of Tennessee 
where Carnes was once the president. The 
biography recount~ ~arnes' ca:eer. as an 
early leader in Christian education m Ten
nessee. Carnes served as president of Bur
ritt College in Spencer, Tennessee from 
1850 until 1858, and again in the 1870's. 
He also served as president of the Univer
sity of Tennessee. 

The early efforts at Christian education 
in schools like Burritt College need to be 
remembered to remind us of our heritage 
from the past. 

Early Life 
William D. Carnes (1805-1879) was born 

in South Carolina but grew up in Ruther
ford County, Tennessee. Carnes' father 
began a general merchandise store in Mc
Minnville, Tennessee, but a few years later 
he was robbed and killed on a business 
trip to South Carolina. Carnes' mother 
used the estate to buy a farm where she 
reared William and a younger son. Wil
liam was a talented, perhaps even preco
cious, youngster and somehow learned to 
read without any instruction before he 
went to school. 

Carnes' mother was a Presbyterian, but 
when an evangelist of the restoration move
ment came through that part of Tennes
see, William was baptized in 1822. Later 
Carnes' mother and younger brother fol
lowed his example. Carnes soon began 
preaching and became widely known as 
an evangelist in middle Tennessee. On one 
of his preaching trips young Carnes met 
Elizabeth Billingsley, daughter of an elder 
in the church, and they were married in 
1825. 

Carnes and his young bride bought a 
farm with a five-room log house near 
Spencer, Tennessee. The farm also had two 
mills, a grist mill and a saw mill, and 
after a few years of struggle and hard 
work, Carnes was on his way to becoming 
a wealthy business man. However, Carnes 
was not satisfied with being a successful 
farmer. He served one term as a justice 
of the peace and was an early supporter 
of the American Colonization Society. 

Carnes was also interested in education, 
and even though he had no college train
ing, he was persuaded to become the teach
er for the area school.- Later Carnes was 
influenced by a friend, Professor James 
Garvin of the University of Tennessee, to 
obtain a college education. There were only 
two institutions of higher learning in Ten
nessee at the time, the University of Ten
nessee at Knoxville and the University of 
Nashville. Carnes chose the university 
at Knoxville and enrolled as a freshman 
at age 34. 

There was no church of Christ in Knox
ville when Carnes moved there in 1839 and 
he often preached at Baptist and Presby
terian churches in the area. He also began 
a prayer meeting and Bible study for stu
dents at the university. The result was a 
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revival that led to the conversion of sev
eral university students. Carnes completed 
his work at the university in three years 
and became the principal of the universi
ty's academy (elementary school). Two 
years later Carnes had a master's degree 
and became a professor of English at the 
university. However, Carnes suffered a 
serious illness in 1847 and resigned his 
position at the university to return to the 
family farm. 

Burritt College 
Burritt College was established in Spen

cer, Tennessee, in 1849 and was destined 
to continue as a small Christian college 
for ninety years. However, Burritt did not 
really begin as a Christian college. The 
people of Van Buren County, Tennessee, 
felt that they needed a college and they 
secured a charter, sold stock, and estab
lished Burritt as a private college in 1849. 
Isaac Jones was the school's first presi
dent, but after one year, William Carnes 
was persuaded to become president. Carnes 
served as president for a total of fourteen 
years (1850-1858 and 1872-1878) and did 
more to shape the school as a Christian 
college than any other person in its 
history. 

The new president published a brochure 
announcing that two significant innova
tions would begin at Burritt college. First, 
the school would be coeducational, admit
ting women as well as men. Thus Burritt 
has the distinction of being the first co
educational college in the south. Oberlin 
College in Ohio opened its doors to women 
in 1833 and was the first coeducational 
college anywhere in America. Several of 
our Christian colleges in the north soon 
followed the example of Oberlin. Eureka 
College in Illinois was chartered in 1850 
as a coeducational school. And Abingdon. 
College (1853) and Berean College (1854) 
admitted both sexes from their beginning. 
Thus, our early Christian colleges, both 
in the north and the south, were among 
the earliest coeducational colleges in 
America. 

Needless to say, many believed that 
President Carnes' innovation was a dan
gerous experiment. Many parents were 
reluctant to send their daughters to a 
boarding school where they would be close
ly associated with young men. To dispel 
these fears Carnes built a dormitory for 
the girls as an annex to his own home, 
and appointed his own daughter, Mary, as 
the principal of the "female department." 

Carnes' second innovation was to offer 
"scientific physical culture" (we would 
call it physical education) at a time when 
this was unknown in the curriculum of 

American colleges. Otherwise, the curri
culum at Burritt was modeled after the 
Universtiy of Tennessee and emphasized 
classical languages, mathematics and 
physics. 

Burritt College soon had about 150 stu
dents and outgrew its building. Rather 
than sell additional stock, President 
Carnes sold his farm, became principal 
stockholder in the college, and built three 
additional buildings. Under Carnes' leader
ship Burritt College through the 1850's 
provided Christian education for hundreds 
of students from nearly all the southern 
states. However, in 1858 a serious problem 
arose over the manufacture and sale of 
whiskey, and this caused Carnes to resign 
and leave Burritt College (More about this 
problem in a subsequent article.) 

Carnes' Later Life 
When Carnes left Burritt College, he 

became President of the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville and assumed that 
office in September, 1858. However, 
Carnes' brief tenure at the University of 
Tennessee was marred by family problems. 
First, two of his children had serious 
illnesses. Then his beloved wife was 
stricken with cancer. Following her death 
in the summer of 1859, Carnes resigned 
from the university to take care of his 
children. 

Franklin College had been established 
by Tolbert Fanning in 1844, and for fif
teen years it had rendered great service 
to the brotherhood in preparing hundreds 
of young men for preaching and other 
roles in the church. Franklin College had 
been a two year school, but in 1860, Fan
ning and other brethren made plans to 
transform Franklin College into a univer
sity. Urged by Fanning and others, bro. 
Carnes became President of Franklin Col
lege, and in September, 1860, it began a 
new school year with a university curric
ulum. But very soon Franklin College, like 
schools all over the south, was engulfed 
in the sectional struggle and forced to 
close. When the fighting began, President 
Carnes and part of the faculty per
suaded a small remnant of the student 
body to continue in school until the term 
ended in June, 1861, but after that the 
light of Franklin College went out. 

The Carnes family suffered great hard
ship during the Civil War, but after the 
war, Carnes was invited to return to the 
presidency of Burritt College and served 
another six years (1872-1878). He was 
succeeded by Dr. T. W. Brents, who was 
a respected gospel preacher and author of 
a brotherhood classic, The Gospel Plan of 
Salvation. Carnes lived only a few months 
after leaving the Burritt College presi
dency. 

Burritt College was destined to continue 
for sixty years after Carnes. death, a 
small school, but providing Christian edu
cation for hundreds of young people from 
across the south. And it was William D. 
Carnes, more than any other leader in its 
ninety years history, that made Burritt 
an effective Christian college. Even today 
our brotherhood owes a great debt of grati
tude to our early Christian colleges and 
to leaders like Carnes who made them 
servants of our brotherhood. 
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Division~ Its Cause and Cure 
LESLIE LEONARD 

The many divisions that exist in the 
churches of Christ are causing concern 
(see editorial "Fragmentation," F. F. July 
17, 1979). We are one of the most divided 
religious groups in the nation. Yet we en
gage in rebuking the denominations for 
division. It's time we stop and examine 
the beam sticking out our own eye and try 
to find the cause. 

Division could be caused by: (1) The 
Scriptures are so confusing that they cause 
division. (2) We are not willing to follow 
the Scriptures; so we divide. (3) There is 
something wrong with the way we ap
proach, or use, the Scriptures. Our method 
of interpretation leads to division. 

Most of us will not accept number one. 
Every little splinter group among us will 
accept number two while insisting that the 
division exists because the rest of the 
church isn't doing things the right way 
(which happens to be the way th~y think). 
There may be some truth here~ but the 

result is that everyone is pointing at every
one else and not looking at themselves. I'm 
going to suggest that number three is the 
cause of our division. There is something 
wrong with the way we approach (use) 
the Scriptures that causes us to divide. 

I know many of you will not like what 
I'm going to say, and you'll not consider it 
because it undermines the very foundation 
of what you believe and teach, and you'll 
be afraid everything will crumble and 
come tumbling down. But, consider this. 

We use the statement: "Speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where it is 
silent." An excellent slogan, and one that 
I doubt can be proven wrong or in conflict 
with the Scriptures. But it is not a scrip
tural statement. You cannot find it in the 
Bible. Even though it is true we do not 
practice it. We do not practice what we 
preach. Our failure to practice our slogan 
has laid the foundation that creates divi
sion and tears the church apart. Every one 
of the divisions that exist among us has 
as its basis our failure to speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where it is 
silent. When I say our failure, I mean 
every one of us, and the more divided we 
are the further we are from our slogan. 

Strong words? An indictment of the en
tire brotherhood? Yes! But I can prove it. 
You can't give me a Scripture for the 
things we use to create division. 

I'll not document the steps or attempt 
to give exact quotes or attempt to recon
struct the process that leads to this situa
tion. Anyone familiar with what we teach 
will agree that these conditions exist and 
are so used. 

It probably grew out of the instrumental 
music controversy (our first major dis
agreement). In an attempt to prove that an 
instrument cannot be used elaborate ar
guments were constructed. Theorems were 
formulated to defend our position. (I use 
the word theorem because it is a proposi
tion that is not self-evident, but can be 
proved from accepted premises and so es-

tablished as a law or principle). These 
theorems that we now accept as law or 
principles did not originate in the Scrip
tures. They were conclusions arrived at 
through the process of logical reasoning. 

Now logic is great. We should all be as 
logical as possible. I myself am attempting 
to use logic here to show that my conclu
sion is true. But we must remember that 
logic is an instrument developed and used 
by Greek philosophers to arrive at truth. 
We accept the rules of logic since our own 
cultural history stems from Greek thought. 
But we must remember that this same 
logic was referred to by Paul s.s "wisdom." 
Wisdom, he said, that was not able to find 
God. Wisdom that God made foolish (see 
1 Cor. ch. 1-3). 

Some things about Christianity are 
logical, but some things are not. For 
example, the crucifixion, baptism, etc. are 
not logical to men. So we must be careful 
we don't try to force the Bible to fit our 
system of logic, or judge the Bible by 
some logical standard we happen to create. 

I'll not develop the arguments against 
the use of instrumental music since we're 
all familiar with them. But briefly it goes 
something like this. We list all commands 
under one column and we refer to them 
as "specified" commands. We may break 
this down into direct commands and im
plied commands. We list all "approved 
examples." Next we list things we call 
"expediencies." In another column we list 
things "excluded." By this process we 
feel we can determine down to the smallest 
detail what we can do and what we can 
not do. We take this system and apply it 
to the Scriptures to determine what .we 
can or can not do. We have logical argu
ments to support every small detail. We 
have become experts at winning argu
ments. Maybe God should give us all an 
extra gold star for our cleverness. 

But the truth of the matter is we didn't 
get this out of the Bible. It all came out 
of our heads. The Scriptures are only used 
to prove that our system of reasoning is 
valid and to supply arguments to support 
our contentions. The truth of the matter 
is we don't depend upon the Scriptures. We 
won't admit it, but we really don't trust 
the Scriptures. We feel we have to prop 
them up with our systems of logical rea
soning. What we have done is create an 
unwritten supplement to the Bible that 
must be used to understand it. 

Take the music question. What does the 
N.T. say about music? Why, simply "sing" 
(or words to that effect). Does any more 
need to be said? No. Any more added? No. 
That should end the entire matter-if we 
understand what the word sing means. 
There's no need to support the scriptural 
instructions to sing. There's no need to 
reinforce the Scriptures. No need to prove 
that the Scriptures say sing. It says sing, 
and those who want to do what the Scrip
tures teach, sing. Those who don't want 
to do what the Scriptures teach will do 

something else. They may keep rhythm by 
tap dancing. 

Now in the process of proving that only 
singing can be done we have developed 
certain rules of interpretation such as: 
(1) We must have a direct command for 
every action. (2) Lacking a direct com
mand we must have an approved example. 
( 3) Lacking a direct command and an 
example an act must fall into a category 
we label as expediency. 
· How many times have you heard those 

statements? How many times have you 
used them? The problem is they are not 
scriptural. The word expediency is not 
used anywhere in the Scriptures in the 
way we use it. All of this was arrived at 
by the process of logical reasoning. But it 
is this very system of interpretation with 
its laws and regulations that is tearing the 
brotherhood apart. We divide over how far 
we can go. 

How far we can use this system to de
termine what we can and can not do. It 
is this system of interpretation that acts 
as the foundation of every division that 
springs up among us. They have all orig
inated by carrying these arguments to 
some extreme conclusion. We do this not 
realizing that the system is unscriptural, 
and an unscriptural system will bring out 
an unscriptural conclusion. 

Division is caused because we don't know 
where to stop. We've unleashed a monster 
among us that is tearing us apart. We 
can't put a collar on it. If we teach that 
the Bible can only be understood by apply
ing a certain formula can we find fault 
with someone if he carries it to a con
clusion that many of us may consider 
ridiculous? Every little incident in the 
Bible can be used as a wedge to divide 
us as we insist that these incidents are 
a part of a system of rules we must follow. 

For example, consider one result of this 
"logical process" of reasoning that has 
caused division. Someone studied the 
Scriptures and found that one congregation 
sent money to another congregation for 
benevolent purposes. They assumed this is 
an "approved example." Someone else finds 
that money was sent to an evangelist. They 
take this to be an "approved example." 
They take these examples and make a law. 
They never stop to realize that they used 
an unscriptural process to formulate their 
rules. 

Some would accuse them of splitting 
hairs, but if they are, where should 
they have stopped? What bas happened is 
that we have constructed and set in motion 
a system that we're not able to apply the 
brakes to. It is a system that can not be 
found in the Bible; a system that is used 
to perpetuate division; a system that is 
used to tear the church apart. And it 
wouldn't have happened if we had stuck to 
our motto to speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where it is silent. It's time 
we begin to practice what we preach. It's 
time we begin to believe the Scriptures 
"furnish us with all things ... " We may 
feel vulnerable without our man-made 
props, but the word is able to stand on its 
own without our assistance. 

103 East 21st, Grand Island, NE 68801 
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Why Do the Wicked Prosper? 
Jeremiah saw what we see from time to 

time in our lives and asked, "Why does 
the way of the wicked prosper? Why do 
all who are treacherous thrive?" (Jer. 
12:1). There are some things which just 
cannot be completely explained, or, at least 
the answers that we have just do not seem 
to satisfy. Why is it that the wicked 
prosper? Why is it that we struggle to 
make ends meet and the guy next door 
who cares nothing about righteousness 
grows richer and richer? Why is it that we 
work hard to get a good grade in school 
and the guy next to us cheats, doesn't get 
caught, and makes a better grade? Why is 
it that the rich never go to jail? Why is it 
that the evil have the better life? 

Psalm 73 deals with this problem. It is 
a psalm of Asaph. Asaph does not have all 
the answers; he does not satisfy all of our 
questions completely. But, he does give 
us a better insight into understanding the 
problems and he can help us deal with it 
better. 

In the first twelve verses of the psalm 
Asaph defines the problem as he sees it. 
He begins by stating his conclusion. He is 
going to deal very seriously with the prob
lem, but he wants us to know from the 
very beginning the conclusion he has per
sonally reached: "Truly God is good to the 
upright, to those who are pure in heart" 
(v. 1). With that truth foremost in our 
minds let's look at the problem. 

In verses 2-3 Asaph tells us what his 
spiritual condition was as he looked at the 
problem of the wicked prospering. He says 
it was a time when his relationship with 
God was not everything that it should have 
been. It was a time when his "feet had al
most stumbled, my steps had well nigh 
slipped. It was a time when he was 
"envious." He suggests in verse 3 that his 
"envious" thinking was to some extent the 
cause of the problem he saw. Sometimes 
it is not a case of the wicked prospering so 
much as it is us envying! We would like 
to be millionaires, we would like to have 
a better home, a bigger car, etc. I s it a 
problem of the wicked prospering or is it 
that we are not satisfied with what we 
have? That is not a complete answer to the 
problem but it is a truth that must be 
considered. Envious eyes make the wicked 
seem to prospez· that much more. 

After stating his conclusion and the 
fact that he had gone through a period 
of wrong thinking and a time when his 
relationship to God was not all it should 
be, he defines the problem. 

Verse 3-he says he sees the pros
perity of the wicked. 

Verse 4-the wicked "have no pangs; 
their bodies are sound and sleek." The 
wicked never get sick, never get a tooth
ache, never catch a cold, never stump 
t heir toe! Verse 5-"They are not in 
trouble as other men are; they are not 
stricken like other men." How often have 
we caught ourselves 3aying, "I wish I 
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could be like ... he doesn't have any 
problems!" 

Verses 6-9-the wicked are full of 
pride, they scoff, they speak with malice, 
they make threats. The wicked can say 
or do anything they want and get away 
with it. 

Verse 10-"the people turn and praise 
them; and f ind no fault in them." The 
world in general praises the wicked at 
the same time they hold you in contempt. 

Verse 11-not only do they scoff at 
men, they scoff at God. There is no fear 
of God, no reverence, no respect of God 
in them. 

Verse 12 sums it up well: "Behold, these 
are the wicked; always at ease, they in
crease in riches." These are the words of 
Asaph some 3000 years ago. I suspect 
they are almost word for word our 
thoughts of not too many days ago. 

His Reaction-Verses 13-16 
The next section of the psalm deals 

with Asaph's reaction to the problem as 
he saw it. He begins by saying, "All in vain 
have I kept my heart clean and washed my 
hands in innocence." His reaction is that 
the righteous life he tries so hard to live 
just isn't worth living. It is almost as if 
the more righteous one lives the more one 
is going to suffer. Again, these words 
written some 3000 years ago are very sim
ilar to the ones we thought just the other 
day. 

Verse 16 is perhaps the heart of t he 
whole psalm, "But when I thought how to 
understand this, it seemed to me a weari
some task .. . " No doubt this is why this 
has been a debated question for years and 
years. No doubt this is why we can not 
come up with a complete answer that 
satisfies all of our questions. The whole 
problem is a wearisome task! 

His Solution-Verses 17-28 
Even though a wearisome task it is a 

problem for which there are some solu
tions. Beginning in verse 17 Asaph gives 
us some answers to the problem. He says 
the whole thing was a wearisome task 
" until I went into the sanctuary of 
God . . . (v. 17). It was a big problem until. 
The "until" indicates a change in his think
ing. This change of thinking began when 
he entered the sanctuary of God. In the 
first few verses of the psalm he says his 
relationship with God was not completely 
right. Now, he is restoring that rela
tionship; he is coming closer to God. 

This is the first step in answering the 
question: make sure your personal rela
t ionship with God is right. With a restored 
relationship Asaph takes on a new per
spective. When he entered the sanctuary 
of God he "perceived their end." A second 
step in answering the problem is to look 
at it from the standpoint of eternity. Don't 
look at the wicked through envious eyes, 
rather, look at the wicked from eternity. 
He describes what he sees in verses 18-20. 
He says the wicked arc set in "slippery 

places." They think they are secure but 
their destruction is coming. Verse 19 he 
says they are destroyed in a "moment." 
Their position is a temporary one; there 
is "but a step between them and death" 
(1 Sam. 20:3). He says the wicked are like 
a "dream" (v. 20), any moment they will 
awake to reality. A right relationship with 
God and an eternal vantage point makes 
a great deal of difference in how we see 
things! 

In the next two verses Asaph makes a 
confession. That is, the problem of the 
wicked prospering was a problem to him 
because his reationship with God was not 
right. He confesses it was a time when his 
"soul was embittered"; it was when he 
was "pricked in heart." Verse 23 says, "I 
was stupid and ignorant, I was like a beast 
toward thee." 

Finally, after realizing all he had been 
through and why he has t hought the way 
he did, after gaining a new insight into 
the real position of the wicked, he begins 
no longer to look at the prosperity of the 
wicked. Rather, he begins to look at what 
he has in his relationship with God. Don't 
look at what you do not have, but, look at 
what you do. These blessings Asaph r eal
ized were blessings no one could take from 
him. Let's look at these blessings, blessings 
which we have as Christians today: 

Verse 23-"I am continually with 
~hee." Asaph realizes he is continually 
m the presence of God. He is with God 
and God is always with him. 

Verses 23-24-God holds his right 
hand and guides him with his counsel. 
Asaph not only has the presence of God 
in his life but he has the guidance of 
God. God is leading him. 

Verse 24-"afterward thou will r e
ceive me to glory." Again, the eternal 
viewpoint is essential. 

Verse 25-"Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? And there is nothing upon the 
earth that I desire besides thee." Asaph 
says that the wicked have their pros
perity,_ but. h~ has all t hat he really 
wants 10 th1s hfe. There are many things 
that I would like to have. I would like to 
be a millionaire, but, not instead of m y 
r elationship with Christ. 
Why do the wicked prosper? Asaph out

lines a s imple plan to follow as we search 
for the answer: 

Firs t, realize why you feel the wa\· 
you do. I s your rela tionship with God 
right? Is your soul embittered? Are you 
looking with envious eyes? 

Second, look at things from the view
point of eternity. Certainly the problem 
of the wicked prospering is a "weari
some task" until one sees the problem 
eternally. 

T hird, realize what you have in your 
relationshop with Christ. If you truly 
see your blessings you will probably say 
"I have everything in life I really 
want. There is nothing on th is earth 
t hat I want instead of my relationship 
with God." 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, MI 49601 
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An Outline of the Restoration Principle in Church History ( 4) 
The Kentucky Revival. There could have 

been no Restoration Movement without the 
Kentucky Revival and the overall Great 
Awakening which it was part of. (There 
is some irony in an anti-charismatic move
ment growing out of a charismatic revi
val.) The French and Indian War helped 
destroy morality and spirit in Revolu
tionary America. Joel Parker wrote: "We 
are fast becoming a nation of drunkards." 
People were turning to Atheism to justify 
their ungodly life style. (Sound familiar?) 
Peter Cartwright wrote: "Logan County, 
Kentucky, when my father moved there, 
was called Rogue's Harbor. Here many 
refugees from all parts of the Union fled 
to escape punishment or justice, for al
though there was law, it could not be ex
ecuted, and it was a desperate state of 
society." 

Certainly God's hand was in what now 
took place, yet no one could say he was 
the author of all that happened. The Ken
tucky Revival began in the New England 
states in 1792. Strangely enough, the col
leges became the center of this spiritual 
phenomenon. A movement very similar 
to the present Charismatic Movement 
spread over the country from this begin
ning. This was a companion to, but not 
the cause of, our Restoration Movement. 
However it was the Great Revival which 
broke down barriers and helped create 
a climate where a return to New Testa
ment ideals became possible. The Revival 
made people receptive to new ideas and 
made it possible to teach them truth. 

About 1801 this Great Revival broke out 
in Kentucky. Stone wrote: "There on the 
edge of a prairie in Logan County, Ken
tucky, the multitudes came together and 
continued a number of days and nights 
encamped on the ground, during which 
time worship was carried on in some part 
of the encampment." This came to Cane 
Ridge (near Paris, Kentucky) in August 
of 1801, and although Stone disclaimed any 
credit for the things taking place, he 
preached night and day alongside Meth
odist, Baptist, and independent preachers 
from western states. The roads for miles 
were clogged with wagons, carriages, 
horsemen, and people who had walked miles 
to attend this revival. The important thing 
is that people began to take God and Jesus 
seriously, and to try to escape from sin 
and guilt. Again we say that this revival 
was not characteristic of the Restoration 
Movement, but it is an important piece of 
its history and development. It explains 
the amazing success in the years before 
the Civil War. 

Restoration Movement. The history of 
the Campbell-Stone movement very quickly 
becomes dominated by the figure of Alex
ander Campbell. This obscures the others 
(even Alexander's own father) and the 
role which each played in the total success. 
We have seen how the roots of Restoration 
trace back to England. A number of groups 
and influences combined to produce the 
Restoration Principle. It is amazing that 
they came independently to such similar 
conclusions at about the same time. 

R. D. ICE 

Rice Haggard. When the "O'Kelley se
cession" from the Methodist Church took 
place in 1793, Rice Haggard was O'Kelley's 
right hand man. The break was over the 
form of church government (and inde
pendence from the Weslyan leadership in 
England). They briefly took the name "Re
publican Methodists." But in 1794, on Au
gust 4, Rice Haggard stood in the confer
ence meeting at Old Lebanon, Surry 
County, Virginia, with a copy of the New 
Testament in his hand and said: "Brethren, 
this is sufficient rule of faith and practice, 
and by it we are told that the disciples 
were called Christians, and I move that 
henceforth and forever the followers of 
Christ be known as Christians simply." 
This is the origin of the (old) Christian 
Church, also called Christian Connection. 
We find this Rice Haggard a few years 
later in Kentucky with Stone. 

Dr. Abner Jones, M.D. Dr. Jones, a Bap
tist, became dissatisfied with the creed 
used by his church, and organized a church 
of twenty-five members at Lyndon, Ver
mont, on the basis of the Bible alone. This 
was September, 1801. Elias Smith, who was 
to be his co-worker, had helped him reach 
this decision. Dr. Jones was joined by 
ministers from the Close Communion Bap
tist and Free Will Baptist Churches. His 
movement seems to have had little to do 
with Campbell, and was part of the 
Christian Church that did not merge with 
the Disciples. Later his spiritual de
scendants merged with the Congregational
ists in 1931, a group now known as the 
United Church of Christ. The Christian 
Church in New England was strongly in
fluenced by Unitarian thinking, and t~ey 
sometimes referred to themselves as "evan
gelical Unitarians." (Some writers call 
this branch of the Christian Church, the 
Christian Connection, in order to distin
guish it from the branch which merged 
with the Disciples. However, other writers 
use the two names interchangeably. A 
"Christian Congregation" group of some 
250 churches still exists in the South, with 
headquarters at La Follette, Tennessee.) 

Barton W. Stone. About 1801, Stone and 
several others withdrew from the Presby
terian Church and formed the Springfield 
Presbytery. Later (1804) this was dis
solved in the interest of pure New Testa
ment Christianity. Rice Haggard was one 
of the chief men sitting at Cane Ridge in 
1804, and certainly Stone was influenced 
by him. Although Stone was overshadowed 
by Campbell, he was certainly second in 
influence only to Alexander Campbell him
self. Along with Raccoon John Smith, 
Stone was a tireless worker. J. J. Haley 
writes: "It has already appeared in a 
little that has been said that Barton W. 
Stone was a man of penetrating mind, 
benevolent heart, sensitive conscience, fair, 
broad, and nobly candid, with individuality 
enough to assert his right to freedom and 
independence. He had the prophetic vision, 
the power to see truth and to distinguish 

it from error. There was in him the worst 
of raw material for the manufacture of a 
sectarian. He was too large of a brain and 
catholic (openminded) in spirit to be 
caught in the toils of a shibboleth-pro
nouncing religion." If Alexander Campbell 
was the "Peter" of the Restoration, then 
Stone was the "John," the prophet of love! 

Raccoon John Smith. In May, 1801, at 
the age of 17, he accidently met Stone at 
a Great Revival meeting in Logan County, 
Kentucky, where a Presbyterian preacher, 
named James McGready, was preaching 
"hell-fire and brimstone." This was to be 
the beginning of the Kentucky Revival. 
About the things then taking place, Stone 
told him: "Much of this is hysteria, even 
terror. The devil has always tried to ape 
the works of God. But it can't ·be wholly 
Satan's work if it brings people to for
sake their sins, to solemn prayers, to sin
cere repentance and a godly life." Stone 
went on to emphasize the love of God. John 
Smith never forgot this meeting. It cer
tainly influenced him as he independently 
followed the 'Same path as Stone. John 
Smith worked among the Calvinistic Bap
tists and in time formed a "Reformed 
Baptist" group which eventually merged 
with Stone's Christian Church. John 
Smith played a leading role in bringing 
about the merger of the "Christians" and 
the "Disciples." 

John Wright. In the early 1800's in what 
is now the State of Indiana, Washington 
County, John Wright, his father Amos, and 
his brother Peter, organized a "Freewill 
Baptist Church." Nine more churches were 
quickly established, forming the Blue River 
Association. By 1819 they had come to the 
conclusion that the church should be called 
either church of Christ or church of God, 
and they began to work for unity on the 
basis of the "Bible only." A number of 
German Baptist churches joined in with 
them. By 1821, Baptist churches in the 
area were almost totally followers of the 
"restoration" and "Christians only." Later 
these churches, along with the Silver 
Creek Association of Baptist churches 
merged with Stone's "Christians." 

Scotch Baptists. A number of "Haldane" 
churches existed in the North-east by 1820. 
They were closely associated with the San
demanian churches, but differed with them 
over immersion. Strong churches existed in 
such large centers as Baltimore, Danbury, 
New York City, Philadelphia, etc. One was 
in Pittsburgh in 1819 when Walter Scott 
came there. These also were established in 
Australia, Ireland, New Zealand and South 
Africa. And so the Scotch Baptists were 
an important influence in the work of Res
toration as they spread the teaching of the 
Haldane brothers. Except for the North
east, these churches merged with Stone's 
"Christians." In the Northeast, they even
tually merged with the Congregationalists. 

Campbell, Father and Son. Alexander, 
the son, was multi-talented, a powerful 
speaker and debater, also active in politics. 
For this reason, he rather than his father, 
quickly became the defa.cto leader of the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Who Is Really in Control of This Program? 
The meeting room was quiet. Gathered 

together were all the local organization 
heads, and the leaders of their athletic 
events. The city schools and its coaches 
were there too. Toward the back were rep
resented the clubs, societies, and other 
organizations that are on campus at the 
high school. And entering, just a little late, 
were the leaders of the national youth 
organizations. And they were, FF A, 4-H, 
football, basketball, baseball, track, leaders 
of all age groups. Then there was the 
Letterman's Club, the Optimists, the 
Rotary, the Kiwanis, and the Lions. 
Coaches and parents from little league, to 
college, not to mention the Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, Rainbows, and the other na
tional groups. 

Then entered a man who walked to the 
front of the room to begin the meeting. 
He looked over the group, and a furrow 
crossed his brow, "I am the youth worker 
from the local church of Christ," he 
started, "and it is time for me to plan my 
program for the coming year. I decided 
that instead of having the continual'battle 
for time with you all, this year I would 
have this meeting, and ask you when a 
good time would be for me to have this 
program. We believe that the spiritual 
training of our boys and girls is a priority 
matter in the development of our youth. 
So, I have planned a program that re
quires both attendance and effort from our 
youth. Since it will take some concentra
tion and discipline for them to finish this 
course, I though we might come to an 
agreement as to when I would hold my 
program and not conflict with any of you." 

The room became silent, as all minds 
began to examine the question. The youth 
worker started again, "How about Mon
day nights'?" At least ten voices objected, 
"Why that's the night that we have work
outs that run late." Another said, "That's 
the day that my girls meet." And on it 
went. Regaining the floor, the worker 
asked about Tuesday night. The response 
was the same, only this time the impor
tance of the children being in bed early 

JAMES BAILEY 

was emphasized, As each day and night 
was mentioned there was a new set of 
conflicts, until the only two times that 
had not been discussed were Sunday, and 
the summer vacation. The summer vaca
tion came first. "Well, you know that is 
when everyone takes his vacation, and we 
all feel that family time IS important," 
someone said. So the youth worker sighed, 
"Then how about Sunday?" "Well, we 
think that would be fine," several said, 
"providing of course, that we don't have 
a play-off game, or a recital, at our annual 
outing with the boys and girls;" then "well, 
we really must insist that church not 
stand in the way of their social, and 
physical development." So the youth work
er thanked everyone for coming, and 
closed his notebook and walked out the 
door. 

On his way home he thought about the 
parents of the college boy, who were in 
his office the evening before. They asked, 
"Where did we go wrong? Our son won't 
have anything to do with the church. We 
tried not to force him, and now he just 
shrugs it off." Then the father that had 
been there last week, crossed his mind. 
He had said, "That girl had the audacity to 
stand there and tell me that if it was so 
important for her to go to church, why 
did I let sleep and recreation keep me 
from going'? Why she even said if it was 
important for her shouldn't it be impor
tant for me too!" And he ended by ex
ploding something about kids who didn't 
know their place anymore. It was about 
then that it entered his mind how the 
church parents had planned an activity 
after the homecoming game the year be
fore, and only a handful of the kids had 
shown up. Later when he asked about 
where they were, there was an embarrassed 
silence, until one boy admitted that they 
had been at the lake "drinking" with the 
rest of the team and their dates. 

Now, as you read the above fictional 

Let's Debate the Identity of the New Testament Church I 
JACK EXUM 

I never was much of a debater. I never 
seemed to think fast on my feet and every
one agreed that when the argument went 
my way, I lacked the "killer instinct." 

A number of years ago, I was pressed 
into a small discussion with a J. W. (Je
hovah's Witness). They had some "leaners" 
and we had some, and being unable to re
solve the doctrinal differences, we were 
called in to nhelp out." 

The ground rules were easy enough. 
Tuesday nights were selected (7-10 p.m.) 
and each of us chairing the affair on alter
nate weeks. This would continue four 
weeks. 

The first meeting went well.I led the dis
cussion on the subject of "authority" and 
what constituted it. My opponent was an 
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older man, kind in his ways and sincere 
in his presentation. At the end of the first 
discussion, he requested the right to sug
gest a topic for the following week when 
he would lead the debate. 

"Let's debate the Identity of the New 
Testament Church," he said. 

I couldn't believe it! I was dumbfounded 
but recovered in time to accept the sug
gestion. 

"Why wait until next week?" I thought. 
I was ready right then, with 52 scriptures 
put to memory on that very subject. For 
once I would be ready. I would finally be 
able to literally crush an opponent and 
drive my points home as nails in the coffin 
of his false teaching. 

(Continued on page 12) 

story, how did it affect you'? Did you find 
yourself saying that you are glad that 
those things could never happen in your 
town? Did you find yourself thinking 
that the idea of having such a meeting 
was impossible? If you had those thoughts, 
then may I suggest that you WAKE UP! 
Those very things are happening, most 
probably in your town. They take place 
everytime the church is forced to plan its 
program around every schedule in town. 
And the effect is that the devil is in firm 
control of many of our youth, and he's 
using the disguise of good wholesome 
activity to do so. Somewhere in your child's 
make-up there must be the knowledge that 
God comes first. And if that message 
is started early, and the example of the 
parents is consistent with that standard, 
then that child will not grow up resenting 
the church, nor will he leave the church 
at the first opportunity-those too are the 
devil's propaganda. But, what will take 
place is that we will produce a generation 
of young people who were consistently 
taught the word, and who saw the example 
before them of parents who lived what 
they preached. 

Brethren, it is important that godly 
parents give the world's organizations 
warning that we will not allow Satan to 
use that organization to "squeeze" our 
children out of God's service. When con
flicts come up between church activities, 
and particularly worship service and Bi
ble classes, let's not be silent any longer, 
but stand and declare our conviction that 
we are to seek the kingdom of God first/ 
And if we fail to do so, then who knows, 
one day we may look out to wonder "Who 
really controls this program anyw~y?" 
421 Maxwell Ave, Ardmore, OK 73401 

Two Essential Elements 
CARL MITCHELL 

It is sometimes said that the two major 
elements of success are: first, to know 
where you want to go, and second, how 
to get there. These qualities are certainly 
illustrated by the great Sunset Church of 
Christ in Lubbock, Texas. They are of 
course known for their dynamic local pro
gram which includes careful strategy for 
member growth and involvement, and an 
ambitious outreach ministry. Many in the 
church are also acquainted with the fact 
that Sunset has long been a leader in the 
development of preacher training schools. 
What is perhaps not so well known is 
that under the influence of the Sunset 
teachers (many of whom have served as 
missionaries), a large number of their 
graduates have gone to the mission fields 
of the world. 

At the recent World Mission Workshop 
held at Abilene Christian University I was 
asked to deliver a speech on the' topic 
"What Kind Of People Are Going?" I~ 
doing the research for this presentation, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

The Church Jesus Built 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

In 1956 I wrote a book for the Gospel Advocate Company under 
the title of "The Church-Adults." In the Preface to that book 
I said: 

The church needs indoctrination as never before in its his
tory. Its rapid growth both from the youth of its own fam
ilies and from accessions from denominationalism makes 
indoctrination imperative lest we become just another de
nomination. Many untaught brethren think of the church as 
a denomination, but to them it is the right one because it 
teaches and practices the truth. Brethren need to be remind
ed that the church our Lord built is not a denomination; it 
is the family of God; it is the kingdom of Christ. These 
truths concerning the uniqueness of the church need to be 
restated frequently. 

Biblical Use of the Word 
First, the word church is used by our Lord to include all the 

children of God on earth at one time. When he said, "Upon this 
rock I will build my church," he did not refer to any one local 
congregation of people any more than he referred to any local 
congregation when he said, "I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 16:18, 19). The church Jesus 
built is the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven. Jesus did 
not promise to build one institution and then give Peter the 
keys to a different institution. So the terms "church" and 
"kingdom of heaven" both are used to refer to what Jesus said 
he would build. When speaking of the relationship of Jesus to 
the church, he is said to be the head (Eph. 1 :22; Col. 1 :18). 
And when speaking of his relationship to the kingdom, he is 
said to be the King, Lord, Ruler (Acts 2:36; Rev. 19:11-16). 

This universal church is composed of all the saved. When the 
first gospel sermon was preached, people believed, repented, 
and were baptized in the name of Christ for the remission 
of their sins, and the Lord added them to his church (Acts 
2:41, 47). The church to which he added them was the church 
which he promised to build. 'Fhe Lord adds every saved person 
to his church; there are no saved persons outside the church 
Jesus built, if they are old enough to be responsible to God. 
Again, this church is that for w~ich Jesus died. Paul says Jesus 
loved the church and gave himself up for it; that he might 
sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with 
the word, that he might present the church to himself a glorious 
ehurch, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:25-27). 

Another statement of the same idea is found in Titus 2 :14. 
Jesus "gave himself up for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own 
possession, zealous of good works." The word "us" of this verse 
is the "church" of Ephesians 5 :25, unless he gave himself up 
for two different groups of people. But, again, the "us" of this 
verse are the "redeemed" and the "people for his own posses
sion." This tells us that the church Jesus built is composed of 
the redeemed, the people whom Jesus possesses by right of 
redemption. So the church Jesus bulit is not a man-made insti
tution; it is not a denomination built and governed by man-made 
rules. 

Geographical Limitation 
When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth he used a geo

graphical limitation. He addressed his letter "unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth" (1 Cor. 1 :2): This means that he was 
writing to all the saved, the redeemed, and those whom the 

Lord claimed as his possession in the city of Corinth. And when 
he wrote to "the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ," he used another geographical.limita
tion. This letter was addressed to all the people in Thessalonica 
who were in God, in fellowship with God, and with the Lord 
Jesus. 

There was not one single person in Thessalonica who was in 
fellowship with God who was not included in that salutation; 
and there was not one person in the city who was not in 
fellowship with God who was included in that salutation. If we 
speak of the church in Denver, or Dallas, we include all the 
saved; but we now have a further geographical limitation re
ferring to groups, congregations, in parts of a city, such as 
the church in Bear Valley, where I worship. But the word 
"church" still means the saved, the redeemed, the possession 
of the Lord, within that geographical limitation. Paul speaks 
of such separate groups in Rome. There was the church in the 
house of Prisca and Aquila (Rom. 16:3-5); and there were 
certain men "and brethren that are with them" (Rom. 16:14, 15). 
But every person in these various groups in Rome is said to 
belong to Jesus Christ and to be saints (1:6. 7). These groups 
were not different denominations, preaching contradictory 
doctrines. 

The Worshiping Assembly 

Paul uses the word "church" several times to mean the wor
shiping assembly. He says, "When ye come together in the 
church" (1 Cor. 11:18), and he is speaking of their coming 
together to eat the Lord's supper. In 1 Corinthians 14 :12, he 
tells them to seek such gifts as will enable them to "edify the 
church." And in verse 19 he says, "In the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, that I might instruct 
others also, than· ten thousand words in a tongue." This speak
ing is done in the assembly when they have come together for 
edification and worship. Then in verses 28, 30, he tells those 
who speak in tongues to "keep silence in the church" if there 
is no one who can translate what is said in a foreign language. 

Then in verses 34, 35, Paul says for women to "keep silence 
in the churches" for it is "shameful for a woman to speak in 
the church." The word "speak" here is used in the sense of ad
dressing the worshiping assembly. And the words "keep silence" 
(one word in Greek) are used to mean ceasing to address the 
assembly. This is clearly the meaning as is proved by verse 30. 
Paul says, "If a revelation be made to another sitting by, let the 
first keep silence." This clearly implies that one man is ad
dressing the assembly; a revelation is given to another sitting 
by; the first ceases to address the assembly; and the second 
begins to address the assembly. But Paul used the word "church" 
where I have used assembly. So the word "church" is used to 
mean the worshiping assembly, or congregation. 

From this study it is very obvious that the word "church" 
is never used by inspired men to mean a human organization, 
a religious group organized and presided over by men. When 
Paul addressed a group of people who were not saved, who 
were not in fellowship with God and Jesus, he called them a 
synagogue. That word may be used of the building (Mark 1:21), 
or of the gathered people (Acts 13:43). But a gathering of such 
people is never called the church. (More to follow next week.) 

2852 So. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO 80227 
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DON DAVIS 
John Waddey 

On September 27th, Donald '])avis com
pleted his life on this earth and passed on 
to his eternal reward. Don was 41 years 
of age and had faithiully preached the 
gospel of Christ for 22 years. A native of 
Kansas, he was a graduate of the Sunset 
School of Preaching. 

Since 1973 Don had served as minister 
of the Central Vermont Church of Christ 
in South Ba1Te, Vermont. In a part of the 
country where New Testament churches 
are weak and scattered, the church stood 
as a beacon light for God. 

Two years ago doctors informed Bro. 
Davis that he suffered from the dreaded 
melonoma malignancy, one of the most ob
durate types of cancer. Rather than resign 
himself to an inevitable fate, our brother 
fought the invader with all his strength 
and might. What was expected to be a 
three month survival stretched to two 
years. Finally, after 12 surgeries and the 
use of every available therapy the dis
appointing news came that the battle was 
lost. 

John H. Banister, 6119 Woodcrest Lane, 
Dallas, Texas 75214, December 14, 1979: 

The past ten weeks, I have conducted 
gospel meetings at Allen, Texas; Wichita 
Falls, Tx (lOth & Broad church) ; Weirton, 
West Virginia; Hobbs, N.M. (Taylor Street 
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church); Lexington, Nebraska, and Price, 
Utah. Good crowds, splendid interest and 
good r esponses in these meeetings. 

I gave six lectures, on the Annual Fall 
Lectureship at Northeastern Christian 
Junior College at Villanova, Pa. Nov. 6th-
9th and enjoyed once again visiting that 
school which does so much for Christian 
Education in the northeast part of our 
country. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES) CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 

The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics discussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual marurity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
\!lass. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM' FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 6l0 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Pepperdine University cherishes the 

special relationship it maintains with the church of our Lord. For over 
forty-two years, beginning with the faithful stewardship of George 
Pepperdine, the Un iversity has striven, nol only for excellence in 
education but, for depth of service to jesus Christ. Some years have 
seen our mission fulfilled more than others. But we believe that 1980 
will be, perhaps, lhe greatest year ever a t Pepperdine. With renewed 
Christian determination for the coming decade we announce our lec
tureship theme, "For Such a Time As This. " Perhaps Pepperdine 
University too has come to the kingdom for just such a time as the 
1980's. We hope you will mark all o f the foll owing spiritual activities 
on your calendar. 

February 1-2 3rd annual Bible Teachers' Worksh op 
April 13-16 37th annual Bible Lectureship 
June 21 3rd annual Women's Seminar 

July 8 -11 4th annual Christian Counsel o r 's Seminar 
September 26-27 4th annual Church Leader's Workshop 
November 27-30 lOth annual Thanksgiving Youth Festival 

f or more information o n these programs or on graduate or unde rgraduate 
degree programs in Religion. write Pepperdine Uni\·e rsity , Department of 
Churc h Services, Malibu, Califomia 90265 

Dr. Curl G. i'-litchell. Director of Church Service!' 
:'-lr. Don \\'illiams. Assistant DirectOr 
Dr. lloward A. \\'hite. President • Dr. i'-1. i'\or.,.cl Young. Chancellor 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE RESTORATION 
PRINCIPLE IN CHURCH HISTORY (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 
movement. He was strongly against "fuss
ing and feuding'' (sectarian strife), but he 
saw gentlemanly debate as an effective 
way to -spread truth. He believed a week's 
debate to be the equal of a year's preach
ing. Both Thomas and Alexander had been 
strongly influenced by the Haldanes and 
the Scotch Baptists while in their native 
Ireland. Campbell's intentions were to 
unite the Christians who were among all 
the sects. One of the early slogans was: 
"We are not the only Christians, but we 
are Christians only!" (Note the quota
tion from N. B. Hardeman on page vi of 
"Churches of Today," Vol. 2, Gospel Ad
vocate Co.) And it was this idea which cap
tured the irnagina tion of the religious 
world! But the understanding of immer
sion as baptism, and the dividing of the 
Law from the gospel in their sermons, 
forced some degree of separation upon the 
Campbells and their followers. It finally 
became necessary to establish separate 
churches. 

Thomas Campbell, the father, had 
come to the new world in 1807, and had 
been assigned to a Presbyterian church in 
Washington, Pennsylvania. The Presby
terians then were split into a number of 
factions who would not fellowship each 
other. At a communion service in Canna
maugh on the Allegheny River near Pitts
burgh, Thomas permitted other Presby
terians to join in the communion, and for 
this he was censured by the Synod. Con
tinued bitterness and pressure from those 
who opposed him, finally caused Thomas 
to sever connection with the Presbyte
rians in September, 1808. In 1809 he 
organized the "Christian Association of 
Washington," and began to plead for the 
union of Christians on the Bible alone. 
When his family arrived in the new world 
in 1809 after a long separation, it was 
with joy that Thomas learned his son 
Alexander had independently come to the 
same conclusions as himself. 

Alexander Campbell quickly overshadow
ed his father. In the first stage of his 
ministry, Alexander was Tadical, ready to 

"burn the house down to get rid of the 
mice." This is ·seen in the "Christian Bap
tist" paper which he published from his 
home in Bethany, (West) Virginia. (As a 
side note, the Christian Baptist cost the 
equivalent of $20 a year in our money, and 
was mailed out "postage due" as was the 
custom.) No doubt it was necessary to be 
radical in the early stages of things. Later 
he became more moderate as can be seen 
in the pages of the Millennial HaTbinge1· 
(which replaced the earlier paper in 1830). 
All in all, Alexander was an amazing 
man! It would be very easy to over look 
the thousands who worked with him to 
call the world back to Christ. 

Walter Scott. Coming through the 
Scotch Baptists, this man more than any 
other, helped create the tremendous growth 
and outreach of the Restoration. It was 
Scott who first required an intellectual 
obedience to Acts 2:38, and set the stage 
for evangelization. He developed the fa
mous five-finger exercise to illustrate 
God's terms of salvation: Faith, Repen
tance, Baptism, Remission of sins, Gift 
of the Holy Spirit. He saw that it was 
Christ as the Messiah who was the center 
of the gospel and that everything had to 
relate to him. Scott was a gifted preacher, 
one who easily held the attention of his 
audience, and one who baptized scores of 
people into Christ. Scott was "The Evan
gelist" of the Restoration! (More next 
week.) 

1206 Cayuga, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-8'728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '79410 

1-806·'792-IS191 

ATTENTION ALL VETERANS 
G. I. Bill is phasing out-Don•t let that money 

slip away from you! 
At Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies, a man with 
a wife and two children enrolled in our three year 
program will receive $15,000! 

NO TUITION-means you keep all that government money for living 
expenses. 

FOR OTHER INFORMATION, WRITE: 

BEAR VALLEY SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
2707 South Lamar 
Denver, Co 80227 

Leonard M. Gray, Director 

"TAKE A CHILD 
BY THE HAND" 

HILLVI.EW 
ACRES 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

HAVING BEGUN IN 1929, WE ARE 
CURRENTLY CELEBRATING SO 

YEARS OF CHILD CARE. OUR PRE
SENT STAFF ARE WELL-QUALIFIED 
AND VERY MATURE. PLEASE RE
QUEST A PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

WANTED: 

A married, Christian couple as 
full-time homeparents or full
time relief homeparents to six 
to eight children 

· Preferably without children 
of their own living at home 

· College education desired 
but not required 

. Mature age range 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

· Group insurance program 
· Basic annual salary of 

$12,000 
Room and board (not in
cluding off-campus relief) 

· Three weeks' vacation 
· 70 relief days per year 
· 6 major holidays 
• To live in newly carpeted, 

re-decorated cottage 

Additional openings available for 
relief homeparents. Room and 
board provided. 

To receive more infonnation, 
please write: 

CORKY KINDSV ATER 
HILLVIEW ACRES 

3683 CHINO A VENUE 
CHINO, CA 91710 
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"LET'S DEBATE THE IDENTITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH!" 

(Continued from page 8) 
Yet during the week that followed I 

couldn't help but wonder if there were 
some points t)lat I had bypassed-over
looked. 

The following Tuesday saw him lead in 
the discussion. Each of his first three 
points consumed exactly 15 minutes each. 
He reserved a f ull 45 minutes for the 
fourth and final identifying mark. 

"The New Testament church was a 
praying church." This was his first point. 
I was taken totally by surprise. H e used 
numerous scriptures to support that sim
ple premise. 

"The New Testament church was a gen
erous church " and he cont inued to show 
how that "J.' W.'s" extend themselves in 
sacrificing. He also cited a number of 
examples from the word. 

"The New Testament church was a suf
fering church.'' He mentioned the suffering 
of his own people in modern times. He 
compared it to the f irst centur~, '!!hen th& 
church W'i\!0 called a " sect.'' Again scrip
tures were called to support that mark of 
identity. 

"Mr. Exum," he t urned and looked in to 
my eyes. "The New Testament church was 
a soul-winning church!" He f inished with 
another flurry of scriptures and said kind
ly, "Your turn, preacher.'' 

I began with a strong biblical appeal, 
"A.D. 33," "J erusalem," with " Christ the 
head, the founder and founda tion." I con
tinued to show t he Jaws of entrance, the 
rules for worship, t he non-denominational 
quality of our appeal. When the session 
was over, I felt like the general who won 
the battle but lost the war. I had t he scrip
tural statistics , yet he had .the part that 
seemed more spiritual- more important 
at the time. I had the Biblical history, yet 
he seemed to offer the virtues to which 
the small audience r elated. I had the book 
but somehow, h e seemed to end up w ith 
the people. 

He taught me a vital Jesson that night
one that I have never forgotten. People 
are more concerned about what Christ will 
and can do for t hem now, than all the iden
t ifying marks of historical quality that 
one may quote. 

Anyone who beli ttles t hese true marks of 
identities, needs to study his Bible and 
grow in faith. One who goes w ithout 
them- goes without truth f or they link 
us to the pattern. 

The mistake is made on the assumption, 
that because these identities are located in 
scripture, written on our blackboards, 
painted on chat·ts and preached from our 
pulpits-that th is makes us- them! 

Without the genuine death to sin, the 
surrender of self, the life of godliness, the 
spiri t contrite, these scriptural identities 
will mean little to the world and even
tually, nothing to our childt·en. 

A cake "half baked-not turned" is not 
worth the eating. 

The spirit of t he restoration-may it 
not be a movement, but a daily quest in the 
I ife of every fo llower of Jesus. 
Box 482, Royston, GA 30662 
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TWO ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 

(Continued from page 8) 
I found first of all that not many are 
choosing to go to the mission field. Ac
cording to the most optimistic count we 
probably have fewer than 600 church
suppot·ted American families presently ac
t ive in foreign missions. Somewhat more 
encouraging is the fact that about 125 
young people are working as missionary 
apprentices, and about 100 more are in 
preparation. The astonishing thing is that 
of the families on the f ield, 227 are grad
uates of the Sunset School of Preaching 
( SSOP), and t hey are found in 51 nations 
of the world. Of the young apprentices, 
59 are from the Sunset AIM program. 

Now you have the picture! Almost half 
of the missionary fa milies a nd appren
tices presently serving outside the United 
States come from SSOP. That r eally gives 
the rest of us something to shoot at! I 
would like to salute the Sunset church, its 

leadership, and its fine staff of teachers. 
They evidently have the two necessary es
sentials. They know where they want to go, 
and they know how to get there. 

P epperdine University 

CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY 
awaits 

EXPERIENCED EVANGELIST 
at the 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1000 Nevada Avenue 

Trinidad. Colorado 8 1082 
A / C 303-846-4116 or 846-6684 
(House ))Ius J)artinl su))J)Ort) 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·4;8036 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

Free POSTERS 
Beautiful Full -Color 17xll -inch "Christian Aftitudes Posters."' For Free Samples wrtte 

an Church Letterhead to : Bible Posters, P. 0. Box 126-F, Smyrna, Tenn. 37167 

Commemorating 1 00 Y ears 

Blue Bayou Church of Christ 
NASHVILLE, ARKANSAS 71852 

24 February 1980 
Bible School 10:00 A.l\1. Preaching ll :00 A.M. 

Guest Speaker- Lar ry Sullivan of Oklahoma City, OK. 

Pot Luck Dinner at the building 

Plan now to be with us 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - t raining men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A . App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital Distrid of New York - For fu1'ther 
information-->Contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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ANNOUN(;JNG . • • 

$4.25 
per copy 

Send for returnable 
sample 

QUANTITY PRICES 
1-49 Copies-$4.25 

50-99 Copies-$3.65 
100 and over-$3.35 

A BRAND NEW 

MASTER HYMNAL 

HYMNS 
OF 

PRAISE 
Just off the press! The newest and most complete gen(!ral 
purpose hymnal ever attempted by our people. 

More songs than any other book- 754 songs-all you will 
ever need. All the old favorites plus about 100 relatively 
new and singable songs. 

COMPILED BY THE FACULTY OF THE FOUN· 
DATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC. 
EDITED BY REUEL LEMMONS. 

It cost a few cents more than other books, but you will 
find it to be a whole lot better. 

IT'S ALL THE BOOK YOUR CONGREGATION 

WILL EVER NEED 

Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Or Your Book Store 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 

Add 70¢ for postage on orders under 
$10.00 Over $10.00 add B% 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252·91 03 
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KANSAS CHU:RCH HOSTS 
SMALL CHURCH WORKSHOP 

The Sabetha church hosted the first 
annual MIDWAY USA Soul-Saving Work
shop on November 2 and 3. The Workshop 
was geared to the needs of small congrega
tions. Presentations included the use of 
radio door-to-door work, and buses in 
small' town and/ or rural areas. Speakers 
also dealt with selecting a preacher, how 
to be evangelistic without elders, etc. Some 
500 people from 73 congregations located 
in 8 states- were in attendance. 

Tex Williams, Leonard Gray, Larry 
West, Lloyd Deal, Barge Elmore, Marzelle 
Elmore, Pam Stewart, Bert Thompson, 
Gene Cogburn, Russell Bell, Ted Cherry, 
Roger Fisher and Don Fischer were the 
speakers 

Don Fischer 

BONNERS PLAN FOR QUEBEC 

Bill and Leslie Bonner, are moving to 
the city of Montreal in the Quebec province 
of Canada. Their goal is to evangelize the 
French-speaking people of that area. 

The Bonners have worked previously in 
Montreal with campaigns. After grad
uation from Harding College, the Bonners 
spent three years in the Ivory Coast in 
West Africa. The Bonners need more 
financial support to do their work. Should 
you feel that you can help, the Church at 
1804 South Washington in Marshall, Texas 

SPECIAL OFFER to 
SCHOOLS of PREACHING! 

Video-taped sermons, lectures, semi
nars at a fraction of regular low 
rates. Write for information: Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174 Lan
caster, Ca. 93534. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3'h to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
100/o COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13Jh years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
call Collect 

14 [30] 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

'75670, their sponsors will :furnish more in
formation. Their address for personal cor
respondence will be: William R. Bonner, 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 26, Lachine, 
Quebec H8S 2NO Canada. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

PEW CUSHIONS: CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing: 

Now two plans to choose from 
Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 

Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Free E6dmate: For Information, contact: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

31 hours listening time 

Recordings of aU speeches and classes 

17th Annual Pan American Lectures, 1979 
Panama City, Panama 

"Pulling It All Together 
In Latin America For Jesus" 

Ia "Welcome To PliMIM" - Walter Leorwd 
Ia "Latin America" - Glowr Shipp 
lb "The Next 10 Years"- Dan Coker 
211 "300 Ma&on Lest Souls" - Doug Kostowsld 
2b "Language & Culture Shock" - Pat Hile 
311 "The Last 18 Years"- Howard Norton 
3b "Why Nowr - Cline Paden 
411 "Panaml.l Update Film" - Bob Bryson 
4b "Argentina" - George 
Sa "Evangelism In The 
Sb "latin 

1411 Panel: "Medical Missions" - (Bob Bryson, Dr. Jim Citty, 
Dr. R. Reinbolt, Dr. W. Guthrie, Joe Glenn) 

14b Same 
lSa Panel: "Schools of Evangelism" (Concluded on tape 6) 
15b Same 
1611 Panel (ladies): "Giving Children & Grandchildren" -

(Elvis & Em Huffard, Max & Joy Johnson) 
16b Same 
17a Panel (Ladies): "Welcome To PIIMJI"III!"- (Mrs. Walter 

leonard, Essie White, Mrs. Rick Brewer, Mrs. Phil Lamb, 
Jllnet Boseck) 

i7b Same 
1& Panel (Ladies): "Women In Medical Teams" - (Jllnet 

Boseck, Bobbie Bryson & Entire Medical Staff) 
lab "Leadership Training Pv Extension" - Jerry HiD 

Cassettes in Series BCL700 (1979) 

COMPLETE SET IN VINYL ALBUM $45 
Individual Cassettes $3.95 ea.- 5 for $15 

Available /rom 
Firm Foundation 
Publishim~ House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Adv~rtfaln~r In thla aectlon .1.00 per line. Dealgaed eapPclully to accommodate 

~nJCTearatlona advertlaln" mPetlns placea, preachers aeeklng; '"'ork or coarreiPl
tlna• ·~~klaJr preachera. Al111o othPr npeeptnbl~ matter. 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M.:..__ _________ _ 

DENVEn;-COLORADO ~ 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
Young evangelist, 25, married, 2 childrc!n, 2 yea."S 
experience, desires pulpit and/or personal work in 
the San Diego, CA area. Net a hobbiest, preach the 
truth. Please write P. 0. Box 804, ~an Miguel, CA 
93451 or call (805) 467-3450. Paul McKannon. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA... 20 N. lrvlnJr St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation--directions ph. 528-0536 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
ltloaterrey, MPsleo1 Ave. Faadlclonea 109 

.. A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

DaYld Cardenas, Evangelista 
c-===u=-A':"'T=H=-A.":""='M-::-.~N~.~,,;.;. .. ;;..;Falrmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.i.A.sKA.=-:..:......A.....,N="""c_R_O-RA.GE CHURCH oF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY AREA liiCHOOL.:.........,.O"'""F.,.........PR_E_A_C_B_I_N_G __ 
11300 Dubllu Road 

Plea•antou, California 84566 
James W. Ferguson. Sr.. Director 

N«iw-WORSHII.-ON-ISLANil"OF KAUAJ. 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()49, 
Lihue. HI. 9671J.~.=:6·=------------
Seattle, W A Northwe•t Church of Clart•t 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. It you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a llne, or call 6U·13ZO. We will 
rnntact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon. Bible 
study, 9:80: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problema. Church n<l'W 200, growing, 5 
Rood elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-5190 or 445-
3722. 
EVAN!ilvti.LE. IND .. ~ R. llora-na Ave., 
tt.!il. 400 F:n•t Oppo111lte K-Mart. Offlee 4'n'-
152Tl. Robby Wade, Min. 41G-4056. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalosr and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES. CALTFORNJA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisb,., 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
REJ.JGIOUS ROOKS BOUGHT. For details 
S.A.S. E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28t'h St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Full-time Preacher wanted. Small congregation. 
Hollse & Utflitles furnished. Wages negotiable. Call 
(405) 653-2766 or (406) 663-2641. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vaii•Y Chareh of 
Chrl•t. Come vlstt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pav 
for, needs mature aiQlreulve man who can provide 
his own aupnort for the first couple Yf'ars. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road. P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Soeedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Soangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

WORLD MISSION INFORMATION BANK-Assist
ing churches and workers. WBS Follow-up, TAR
GET-A-NATION 18425 Webb Chapel Rd., Dallas, 
Tx 75234. (214) 241-0800. 
PARENTS NEEDED: Small Group Foster Home 
seeking houseparents. Help care for neglected, aban
doned and abused children under supervision of 
Christian MSW. Home, utilities, insurance and other 
benefits. Area of industrial and population growth. 
Thomas A. Buell, La Place Christian Foster Homes, 
La Place, Louisiana, 70068. 504-652-9938. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If ,.ou are movinK an)'where In the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is Independently owned and operated. 
Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live In group home with school age 
children, provtde guidance, supervision, Implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreAtional proJlram. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross. MSW. 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Founrlation, 3605 N. MacGregol" Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 
PREACHER NEEDED for congregation 50 miles 
east of Sacramento in a beautiful mountain town. A 
new building, partial support ($600), and a fast 
growing community make It a prime mission field. 
If interested write or call: Central Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 976, Placerville, Calif. 95667. Phone 1-916-
622-3540. 

MISSIONARY AVAILABLE 
Experienced missionary ready to go ••• anywhere. 
Needs a congregation willing to love, support. and 
send. Contact: G. L, Brewer, 2003 70th, Lubbock, 
Texas 79412. Phone 806-745-4496. 
Lakeside Church of Christ, 209 Pearl St., of Grinnell, 
Iowa has moved to 511-6th Ave. Now known as 
6th Ave Church of Christ. 
MONT ANA MISSION work Important to :vou ? The 
church In Livingston has stepped out on faith an«l 
Recured a man to come he'"e with goal of buildlnJr 
UP the church here and starting congregation In Big 
Timb'!r. We cannot bear the co'lt alone. Will you 
inchtde us In your 1980 plan11? Ff'r details, writ~ to 
P. 0. Box 723, Livingston, MT 59047, or call collect 
{406) 222-2017. 
Two Connecticut churches In ta. receptive population 
are looking for an evangelist. One huge growin~r 
factory center and one very rapidly growing small 
city are loo'<ing for u minister and family who can 
relate to different cultures and win souls to the 
Savior. Both have the backing of the University 
Church of Christ, Abilene. TexaA. 
Resumes should be sent to Waterbury, Connecticut: 

Church of Christ 
c/o :S. :S. Divito 
40 Maple View Drive 
Wolcott. Ct. 06716 

In New Milford: 
Church of Christ 
c/o Dave Guzzy 
Churchill Road 
Washington Depot, CT 06795 

and to: Northeastern Mission Committee 
University Church of Christ 
733 EN 16th 
Abilene. TX. 79601. 

FOR SALE J 5-18 ft. and 7-24 ft. good oak cush
ioned pews (Converts to half their length). Edge
mere Church of Christ, 4728 Neta Lane, Wichita 
Falls, TX 76302 (817) 766-0107. 
Small congregation of about 50 members desires 
full time minister. House provided. Located in 
north central La. town of about J 0,000 pop, ~nd 
resume to Dr. Poley Evans, Box 308, Jonesboro, La. 
71251. 
WOMAN NEEDED to llve In our home and help 
care for our invalid mother, Mrs. Foy E. Wallace, 
Jr. Salary negotiable. Character ref .. rimt'f!a req,.ired. 
Wilwm Wallace, 135 Kingwood, Hereford, Texas 
79045. 

SOUTH MAJN-BA Y'I'OWN, TEXft S 
Soutb Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1?.~ 1 • 
Snn. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M~·~~~~~----~~~--~--~---
Small determined conJlresratlon In a densely popu
lated New En11land city looking for a rledl:!Pted 
man with preaching, teaching, and anarkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necesqry. Hou·se proviclf!fl 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 

CHURCH BUSEB-New-Nearly New-Used. 
2o ~ears .h:speraence ln bus transportation. 
::;UPEHlOR COACH SAL.BS OF TEXAS. 
lNC., 3!10!1 E. Overton ltd., Dallas, TX 
75216 (214) 371-60U:..:·~......,.....------
Young man wanted for youth and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of tnree hunured 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadershrp ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with quahfications. bend resuzne to 
Magnolia Center Cnurcn of Christ. P.O. Box 2346, 
Riverside, California 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-7.14-784-2854 or 1-714-684-3110). 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
SOUEGA YOUTH HOME in beautiful Southwest 
Georgia needs dedicated Christian house parents anc.l 
relief house parents (or matron) for girls cottage. 
Write Mark Seechrest, Rt. 1, Box 100, Sylvester, Ga. 
3t79.t or call 9~2-776-M79. 
Young preacher seeking full time work. Married, 
29 years of age, 2 children. Graduate of Preston 
Road School of Preaching. 7 years experience. Ref
erences upon request. Write: Dan Gannon, Box 
167, Poynor, Texas 76782. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
CARETAKER: Full-time caretaker needed at beau
tiful Wisconsin Christian Youth Camp. Residence 
furnished with utilities paid. No salary. Wonderful 
opportunity for young-thinking retiree. Please con
tact Carl FraziEr, P.O. Box 474, Beaver Dam, WI, 
53916 • 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-874-6845. 
Missionary wanted for Aruba, West Indies. Send 
resume and availability to :Minion Committee, 
Darby Drive Church of Christ, 2002 Darby Drive, 
Florence, Alabama 35680. Salary negotiable. 
NEEDED: A Christian couple to serve as house 
parents, to a household of six children. Our loca
tion is just acrou the Ohio river frrm Louisville, 
Kentucky. If interested, contact, Ken Samuel, SuPP.r
intendent, in Jefferson, Indiana at South Central 
Cnrrstian Childrens Home. Phone (812) 282-8248 
(d .. )•); 282-1047 (ight). 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist, Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation In 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportumty to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly In areas of "shepherd
inv." and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4:ll-16) for mot·e effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97850; ph. (508) 963-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist, 968-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 534-6023: 963-
6484 or 963-9035. 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of approxi
mately 200 members near Dayton, Ohio. Present 
minister baa accepted position in Texas effective 
late January. Send qualifications and references to 
Eldars, Church of Christ, 922 S. Central, Fairborn, 
Ohio 45324. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal evangelist to 
work full time in filling Brownsville, Texas witlt 
the gospel; no pulpit work: write to P. 0. Box 
2175, Brownsville, Tx. 78520. -----------------------

INVESTIGATEf Th• Fl•-m FonndattoD 
trleo• to •crPe>D adv~rtt•IDJt . and wtn nof 
kllowln~~:Jy take qnP•tlonnltle advertl•laa:. 
But It a.. the readPr'a rNpon•lblllty to ln
v•llltiJfllt•. J,lkP any nthPr paprr. w• •om•
tlm•• unwtttlna-ly I'UD an anworth7 acl. 
A• the> old •aYIDir ifC)ea, 'before 700 lave•t. 
lnve•tt~ratel 

FELLOWSHIP RESTORED 

A long-standing breach between the 
congregations in Baton Rouge, La., has 
been removed, according to Bill Threet, 
who preaches for the Goodwood Blvd. 
church. Recently the two groups of elders 
met and resolved differences of long 
standing between the Goodwood Boulevard 
congregation and the South Baton Rouge 
congregation. 
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30th ANNUAL 

LECTURESHIP 

January 27-30, 1~80 

Able to Overcome .. . ....................... .. . . .... .. .. R.N. Hogan 
Los Angeles, California 

Able to Overcome Moral Decay ... ..... .. .. .... .. .. ....... Neale Pryor 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Able to Overcome Change . .. . . ....................... Richard Rogers 
Lubbock, Texas 

Able to Overcome Prosperity .................. . ........ Darrel Rickard 
Oklahoma City , Oklahoma 

Able to Overcome Discouragement . . .......... .... . ... Prentice Meador 
Springfield, Missouri 

Able to Overcome Fear . ...... . ..................... William E. Young 
San Angelo, Texas 

Able to Overcome the Unknown .... . ............. WilliamS. Banowsky 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Forums, Classes, Women's Program, 
Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 
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HISTORICAL GATHERING IN CAM EROUN WEST AFRICA: In t he 
middle of September Mark Karnes D. 0., Kirk Castleman, J enifer Jackson, 
and Jim Reppart hosted a Church G rowth Workshop for the Cameroun ian 
church leaders. Ninety-one men came representing forty-five congregations! 
The statistics a nd the implications of Cameroun's church growth were 
discussed and bold plans were made for the future. The men left with 
determination to see God's Kingdom increase. Please !)ray for this revived 

spirit of growth . 

Austin, Texas, January 15, 1980 
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Abortion 

The most inhuman thing modern society has done is 
the legalization and even the encouragement of abor
tion. The press; television, and the speaker's rostrum 
vies with one ·another in lending assistance to any 
effort to make the cold, deliberate taking of human 
life acceptable to society. It should be evident to all 
that the abortion movement is a last desperate warn
ing that a world which can consume its own children 
is out of control. 

The pages of history are bloody with the record of 
heathen peoples offering their own children as sacri
fice to their gods. The Bible tells of the terrible prac
tice of the heathen in Israel's day, offering children 
as sacrifice to Molech. There ·really isn't any basic 
difference in offering a child before it is born or 
after it is born. The end result is the same. And the 
pain of the process is the same. The thought and 
intent behind the deed is the same. Only one difference 
is noticeable: the heathen did it as worship to what 
they thought was God; moderns do it in cold blooded 
murder with no thought but a selfish thought. With 
a people that can destroy its own children there is 
absolutely no limit to its inhumanity. 

For generations we have been taught to abhor the 
edict of Caesar Augustus who ordered the slaughter 
of the innocent babies of Bethlehem. But you must 
remember that he was a Roman and they were Jews. 
There was bad blood between them. He was ordering 
the murder of innocent babies but they had no direct 
blood-connection with him. Augustus was lily-white 
compared to the heart of a mother that can delib
erately decree the death of her own flesh and blood. 

One of the terrible indictments of the Nazi regime 
was that Hitler indiscriminately killed innocent chil
dren when he sent the Jews to Auschwitz. Yet, they 
were not his own flesh and blood. When any woman 
sends her own unborn child to the hospital incinerator, 
and does it deliberately, she has done a more terrible 
thing. 

The cry is made that a woman should have power 
over her own body. That is true, but she should 
have the power to keep it pure and holy. When she 
surrenders that, then she has forfeited the right to 
exercise power over her own body. Women who learn 
the lesson of morality seldom need a lesson in abortion. 

If the reports are true, here in America last year we 
put to death over one million unborn babies. The very 
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fact that Americans have become the kind of people 
that could do that poses an ongoing threat to human 
.society. Will the aged be next? If we have the kind of 
calloused hearts that can do such a thing without a 
qualm of conscience with unborn babies, could we not 
do it with ease to all our mentally and physically handi
capped? It isn't the act so much as it is the kind of 
hearts we have developed that will allow us to coun
tenance the act. Have we reached the stage where the 
alternate solution to any problem is murder or elim
ination by force? 

Have we become so materialistic and so selfish that 
human flesh is worth no more than the chemicals it 
is composed of? Has hedonism and industrialism 
reached the point where it threatens the very existence 
of a million people a year and denies them the right to 
live? If so, then we have a horrible future ahead of us. 

The raw material out of which our society is made 
is not ore or minerals. It is human beings. If these 
prod.ucts are to be. indiscriminately squandered how can 
the society survive? If death of the fetus-so many units 
per day-is the output of our production system, how 
can we survive? 

Abortion is an act of social cannibalism. Unborn ba
bies are simply the first sacrifice. There will be others. 
A society that consumes itself cannot survive. On an un
precedented scale this nation seems bent upon offering 
itself in flame in the incinerators of hospitals. How 
can the church be silent and live with its conscience? 

It seems completely incongruous to us that society 
would question the morality of capital punishment and 
not question the morality of abortion. If hardened adult 
criminals should not die for their violence against so
ciety, then why, oh why, should unborn babies, who 
have never done anyone any wrong be denied the privr 
ilege of life. 

It is time that society-including the church-pause 
and reflect upon just where we are headed. There are 
multiple signs that we are headed into another dark 
age and that civilization as we know it may be eclipsed. 
We are not so concerned with the unharnessed power of 
the atom, or the inability to govern armaments, nearly 
so much as we are c.oncerned with the kind of hearts 
we have produced. They are a much greater threat to 
our future. 
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Scriptural-

Go as Well as Stop 
ELMER PROUT 

"But that's not scriptural. We cannot do it." Until recently 
I had not noticed how often I used the word "scriptural" in a 
negative or restrictive context. Special titles for preachers, mis
sionary societies, instrumental music in worship, human names 
for churches, creed books-those and mariy other items are "not 
scriptural." We oppose their use because they are unscriptural. 

That is a valid and necessary use of the concept. It is in line 
with 'examples found in the Old Testament. There we find nega
tive barriers which were basic factors in Israel's relationship 
to God. "Thou shalt NOT make a graven image ... take 
the Lord's name in vain . • . kill . . . steal . • . bear false 
witness .•. covet" (see Deuteronomy 6:6-21). Those, and a host 
of other prohibitions, were a vital part of God's revelation 
of his will to ancient Israel. In the New Testament as well, 
the negative clearly has its place. The commands "no longer 
steal ... no evil talk ... do not associate" (see Ephesians 4:28, 
29; 5:7) are statements typical of restrictions which apply to 
Christian living. We are solemnly warned to keep thought and 
action within the limits set by scripture-neither adding to 
nor taking from it. (see 1 Corinthians 14:37; 2 Thessalonians 
2:15; 3:6, 14; Revelation 22:18, 19.) 

To oppose certain individual life styles or congregational and 
brotherhood practices on the ground that they are "not 
scriptural" is not a mere interpretative quirk-it is an absolute 
necessity. 

At the same time, however, it would be most unfortunate 
if our thinking aud use of the word "scriptural" were permitted 
to fall to the level of a restrictive, negative tool. Whatever else 
may be involved in its meaning and use, "scriptural" must be 
seen as an idea which is in tune with the nature of God's word. 
The divine word is rooted in LIFE. 

The first chapter of Genesis offers us a key for healthy 
thought about God's word. "God said ••. and there was .•• " 
(Genesis 1:3, 6, 7 etc.). God's word is creative-life-giving. The 
word was God's agent in expressing and accomplishing his will 
in the creation. Light out of darkness, order out of chaos, dry 
land out of waters, grass growing, flowers blooming . . . 'God 
said and it was so.' The Bible begins with that dynamic account 
of how God used his word to open life to the endless adventure 
of the fulfillment of his purposes. 

While it is true that the divine word in creation was not in 
the written form which we now call the Bible I am convinced 
that the scripture has that same creative, live-giving nature. 
Whether it is spoken or written "the word of God is living 
and active" (Hebrews 4:12). We know that "in the exercise of 
his will he brought us forth by the word of truth, so that 
we might be as it were the firstfruits among his creatures" 
(James 1:18). God uses his word to bring about the new birth: 
"you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 
imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of 
God ( 1 Peter 1 :23-25). 

In all of this, the creation of Genesis one and the re
creation of people in the new covenant, the word of God is not 
so much saying "This is where you stop" as it is saying "This 
is where you begin." It is through God's word that we know of 
the new creation where the old has passed away and the new 
has come (see 2 Corinthians 5:17-21). It is through that word 
that we are brought to conviction of sin and need; and by the 
same word we receive God's promised forgiveness. "Now when 
they heard this, they were pierced to the heart • , • those who 
had received his word were baptized" (Acts 2:37, 41; notice the 
same pattern in other conversions such as Acts 9:3-19; and 16: 
25-34). God continues to use his word in bringing the news 
of what his Son accomplished and informing us of the standing 
we can have before him in Christ- Jesus (see 1 Corinthians 15: 
1-11; Romans 1:16, 17; 3:21-26; 6:1-11; 6:3-11). The picture 
is that of a tum from death to life, from darkness to light, 
from bondage to freedqm, from sickness to health (see Ephe
sians 2:1-7; Colossians 1:12, 13; Galatians 4:21-31; 5:1, 13; 
Colossians 2 :8-13). It is the word of God which invites us to 
know "the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power toward us who 
believe" (Ephesians 1: 18, 19). By his word God calls us to enter 
into "the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge" (Ephe
sians 3:18, 19). 

In the light of these facts we can see that "scriptural" is 
not basically a negative or restrictive word. It means 'go' as 
well as 'stop.' In fact, I would say that its fundamental meaning 
is found in a call to the faith adventure with God. The word 
has not been given to set up barriers beyond which we cannot 
pass. Rather the living word of the Living God is his call 
to life-life more abundant than it can ever be imagined on 
any other terms. (Ephesians 3:20, 21). 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 96678 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 

small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 

carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 

should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 

carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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Our Roots In the Restoration ••• 

The Trials of a College President 
The story of William D. Carnes, who 

served in the 1850's as president of Burritt 
College, an early Tennessee Christian col
lege, has been told in last week's Firm 
Foundation article, "Williams D. Carnes: 
An Almost Forgotten College President." 

Like the president of all Christian col
leges, Carnes faced a host of problems, 
And, even though the problems may have 
been different from those faced by later 
generations of Christian college presidents, 
they were enough to dismay even the most 
ardent supporter of Christian education. 

The Whiskey Problem 
First, there was the problem of whiskey 

at Burritt College. There was no law 
against the manufacture of moonshine in 
those days, and it seems that the hills and 
valleys around Spencer were dotted with 
small stills. The moonshine whiskey was 
sold at many small bars, called "tippling 
shops" in those days, and these were 
frequented by students attending Bprritt 
College. To make matters worse, the owner 
of one of the stills from which the stu
dents were buying liquor was a preacher of 
considerable influence in the area. 

The liquor question was a public issue 
in those days, but a majority of east 
Tennesseans were more in sympathy with 
the still than with the temperance move
ment. President Carnes, on the other hand, 
was an active supporter of the organized 
temperance movement. Upon his recom
mendation the trustees of Burritt College 
adopted a rule which caiied for the ex
pulsion of students who drank liquor. Pres
ident Carnes enforced the rule strictly, 
and as a result, many students were ex
pelled, including twelve on one occasion. 
Several of these were sons of influential 
families. 

There was strong opposition to Carnes' 
policy, and he was denounced as a fanatic 
and tyrant. Undeterred by this opposition, 
he worked with temperance forces in 
Nashville and secured the enDctrnent of a 
state law prohibing the sale of intoxicants 
within four miles of an institution of 
learning. This law put the tippling shops 
around Burritt College out of business 
including the one owned by the preacher. ' 

Shortly afterwards, in October of 1857, 
Carnes' home was destroyed by fire. It 
was widely believed that it was arson and 
that the liquor men were responsible. 

Shaken by this experience and discour
aged because some brethren were not 
standing with him on the liquor question, 
Carnes was heartened by an invitation by 
the Board of Trustees of the University of 
Tennessee to become president of the uni
versity. The t:rustees assured him that 
there was no liquor problem at the univer
sity, because the local government had 
enacted a law to prevent its sale. The 
trustees also told him that sentiment in 
favor of coeducation at the university was 
increasing (an innovation that Carnes had 
begun at Burritt College a decade earlier). 
Carnes accepted the presidency of the uni-
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B. J. HUMBLE 

versity and assumed the office in Septem
ber of 1858. 

What an irony that the moonshine traf
fic should be a greater problem at a Chris
tian college than at the University of 
Tennessee. The trials of a Christian col
lege president! 

The Civil War 
Another problem that President Carnes 

faced was the impossible task of trying to 
keep a college open during the Civil War. 
Carnes became the president of Franklin 
College near Nashville, Tennessee, in 1860. 
Franklin College had been established by 
Tolbert Fanning fifteen years earlier, and 
it had rendered a great service to the 
brotherhood in training hundreds of young 
men for roles of service in the church. 
David Lipscomb was one of· its graduates 
who would have a great influence on the 
church in the south through the next half
century. Franklin College had operated as 
a two-year school, but Tolbert Fanning 
and others wanted to make it a university. 
And they persuaded Carnes to become 
president of the enlarged school. 

Carnes began his work at Franklin Col
lege when the school opened in September, 
1860, but two months later Abraham 
Lincoln was elected president, and the fol
lowing spring the nation was engulfed in 
the Civil War. After the fighting began, 
Carnes and the faculty persuaded a small 
remnant of the student body to remain in 
school until the term ended in June. But, 
after that, there was no way the school 
could continue. 

The Carnes family suffered great hard
ships during the war. After Franklin Col
lege closed, Carnes moved to Pikeville with 
his family. When the Union Army occupied 
that part of Tennessee, Carnes and others 
who supported the Confederacy were ar
rested on a charge of disloyalty to the 
United States. When he was tried, bro. 
Carnes was informed that he was not be
ing charged with any overt act, but with 
giving aid and comfort to the enemy. He 
was then told that if he would take an 
oath of loyalty and post bond, he would be 
released. The alternative was to be in
terned in a camp for prisoners in the north. 
Carnes read the prescribed oath and then 
declared, "I am willing to swear that I 
will not take up arms against the United 
States, but I have friends, including three 
sons and a son-in-law, in the Confederate 
Army. It is not probable that I will have 
the opportunity to give what you call aid 
or comfort to them, but it is possible I 
refuse to swear that I will not." 

The provost marshal who was hearing 
the case replied, "Then you will go north." 
However, at this critical juncture, Judge 
Thomas Frazier, the most influential 
Union man in that area, and other friends 
of Carnes demanded his unconditional re
lease. They insisted that Carnes would do 

no harm to the Union cause in Tennessee, 
and they threatened to appeal the ruling of 
the provost marshal to President Lincoln. 
The marshal then released Carnes and 
congratulated him on having such sym
pathetic friends among those who sup
ported the Union. 

Later, the Union officer who was gov
erning that part of Tennessee issued a 
military order prohibiting the sale of food 
to any family whose head had not taken 
the loyalty oath. The only food that the 
Carnes family had was potatoes which had 
not yet been dug and which had not been 
discovered by the soldiers who were loot
ing the area. The garden with the potatoes 
was covered with dead grass and weeds. 
Each night the family would slip out and 
dig enough potatoes for the following day, 
then carefully cover the place where they 
had been dug. For six weeks the Carnes 
family had nothing to eat but Irish Pota
toes. 

The Civil War had many tragic results 
in the south, and one of these was the 
complete breakdown in education. The peo
ple around Spencer, Tennessee, where the 
abandoned buildings of Burritt College 
stood, were sharply divided in political 
views, but were united in wanting their 
children to receive some education. Thus 
they joined to invite bro. Carnes to ope~ 
a .""\Yar School" in the Burritt College 
butldmgs. Judge Thomas Frazier, who had 
prevented Carnes' being interned in the 
North, persuaded the general commanding 
the occupation troops to issue a special 
order granting protection. for the Burritt 
College buildings and the school. There 
were Confederate soldiers operating as 
guerrillas in the mountains in the area and 
their leader was a man who had operated 
one of the tippling shops that Carnes had 
closed. So he was no friend of Carnes. 
However, the southern supporters in the 
area had enough influence to keep the 
guerrillas from interfering with Carnes' 
school. 

The school opened in this tense atmo
sphere in January of 1864, and operated 
successfully for one session. However, a 
f.ew weeks after the second session opened 
a band of Confederate soldiers appeared 
at the school and announced that Gen. 
Wheeler and a corp of Confederate Cavalry 
had arrived in the area. The news was 
greeted with a wild ovation by the stu
dents, most of whom were from pro
~outhern families. The Union sympathizers 
In the area were offended at this show of 
enthusiasm for the south. A complaint was 
lodged that the new school was a nest of 
rebels, and Union soldiers soon arrived to 
disperse the student body and close the 
school. 

A Debt to the Past 
The present generation owes a great 

debt to those who have gone before and 
who have sacrificed in the cause of Chris
tian education. It has never been easy to 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Sermon Material-

What Kind of Critter Are You? 
JOHN WADDEY 

In revealing his will to man, God made use of the common 
things of nature to teach us valuable lessons. An oft used ex
ample is that of various creatures and their peculiar traits. 
It is beneficial for us to consider these critters from time to 
time and then examine ourselves to see if we share their traits 
-good or bad. 

I. "Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding: whose trappings must be bit and b1·idle to hold 
them in, else they will not come near unto thee" ( Ps. 32 :9). 
Domestic animals render forced seT1Jice because of bridle, bit 
and halter. God wants us to giv~ ourselves unto him cheer
fully and voluntarily (2 Cor. 9 :7). The horse seT1JeS his master 
for his belly's sake. Men who practice religion for their 
bellies' sake are soundly condemned (Rom. 16:18). Such animals 
are really self-willed and stubborn, this we can never be (Gal. 
2:20). Brute beasts have no higher understanding such as 
man who is made in God's image has. God expects us to study 
and learn to do his will (2 Tim. 2:16; 2 Peter. 3:18). 

II. "Go to the ant thou sluggard; consider her ways and be 
wise" ( Prov. 6:6-8). This little creature is a positive example 
that God wants us to imitate. Ants are industrious. Each one 
is a "self-starter." You never have seen a supervisor having 
to prompt their fellow ants. Ants are orderly workers. Notice 
how they travel in single file. They have no traffic jams nor 
stampedes. They are cooperative workers. If one ant has too 
heavy a load, another will help him. A strong ant will aid 
an injured comrade. Ants respect and gratefully seT1Je their 
queen. They will fiercely defend her kingdom. Solomon notes 
too the ant's ability to look ahead and plan for hard times. All 
of these attributes are commended to the child of God. Could 
anyone of them be faulted in the Christian life? 

III. Don't be like the slug. "The soul of the sluggard desireth, 
and hath nothing" (Prov. 13:4). A sluggard is a person 
given to idling or procrastination, one who is slothful or slug
gish. Probably you have seen this slow-moving shell-less snail 
who has such a difficult time getting where he is going. 
Every moning many of them perish because the sun catches 
them on a sidewalk and scorches them before they can escape 
to the cool shade. God has little sympathy for the lazy. We 
surly don't want to be as the slug. 

IV. The locust manifests certain traits that we should have. 
"The locusts have no king, yet they go forth all of them by 
bands" (Prov. 30:27). Locusts are undefeatable. Especially was 
this true in ancient times before the day of modern pesticides 
and crop duster planes. Although tiny and harmless when 
alone, united in a task, they are devastating. Then too, they are 
aggressive critters. When they set their sights on a field
nothing discourages or deters them. You can kill them by the 
thousands but they keep on coming. Just think what God's 
people could accomplish if ever we could forget self and 
work as one (John 17 :20-23). 

V. Christians should not be as the dog. In eternity those who 

are like dogs are pictured as kept outside the gates of heaven 
(Rev. 22 :14-16). Under Moses' law, dogs were unclean ani
mals (Lev. 11 :27). Even to touch one rendered God's priest 
unclean (Lev. 11:27-28). But there are several other charac
teristics of dogs that a Christian will avoid in his life. They 
are noisy and clamorous, they love to fight. Paul exhorts us 
to work in "quietness" and eat our own bread (2 Thess. 3:12). 
We are blest of God if we are peacemakers (Matt. 6:9). Dogs 
are promiscuous and immoral but a follower of Jesus is pure 
in heart. 

VI. Jesus exhorts us to be wise as serpents and harmless as 
doves (Matt. 10 :16). Some ladies might find it hard to see 
anything commendable in a snake. Actually the serpent family 
has suffered from bad public relations over the years. Four 
of their attributes are worthy . of imitation. They are quiet. 
Peter urges Christian women to adorn themselves in a "meek 
and quiet spirit" (1 Peter 3:4). Serpents are shrewd creatures. 
They have had to be shrewd to survive in a world of hostile, 
prejudiced people. This wisdom or shrewdness is the point Jesus 
commended (Matt. 10:16). They are determined in their life's 
work. How else could the lowly serpent with no legs capture 
a rabbit for lunch who could easily travel twenty times faster 
than he. Most commendable of all, the snake minds his own 
business. They will not bother you unless you bother them. 

Doves are beautiful and harmless and greatly admired by 
all. So Peter urges us to have our "behavior seemly among 
Gentiles" so they may by our "good works . . • glorify 
God . . . " ( 1 Peter 2 : 12). The word translated seemly means 
winsome or lovely. Doves are known for their loyalty to their 
mate. Surely Christians will want to follow this virtue. "Hus
bands love your wives even as Christ also loved the church ... " 
(Eph. 6:26). 

VII. Isaiah commends the ox and the ass for our considera
tion (Isaiah 1 :3). These domestic creatures are hard workers. 
They work in gratitude for the care and provision their master 
gives them. They recognize their true master and submit to 
him in obedience. Se we who wear Jesus' name should honor 
and serve our Lord (Rom. 10:9). 

VIII. Jesus said, "Behold, I send you forth as Iambs in the 
midst of wolves" (Luke 10:3). Lambs are pure and innocent. 
Christians must put all malice out of thei'r hearts (Eph. 4:31). 
Purity is the hallmark of the disciple's life (Tit. 2:11-12). 
Lambs are trusting, willing to follow their leader. This illus
trates the faith we should have in our Lord (Matt 16:24). Lambs 
were offered to God as sacrifices upon the altar, so should we 
be living sacrifices for Jehovah (Rom. 12:1-2). 

Space fails to consider all the examples God has used from 
the realm of nature. These however, should suffice to remind 
us both positively and negatively of our duty to the Lord who 
made us and redeemed us. 

Rt. 22, Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxvilh:, TN 37921 
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J.D.THOMAS 

Tod3y'~ Christian should be aware that his Bible is depend
able-that he can know God's will without doubt. 

Not only do Atheists, Humanists, and Liberals question the 
Bible that we have today but recent months have revealed an 
"inerrancy" debate among Evangelical scholars, both sides 
of which profess a strong allegiance to the Bible. The argument 
is whether there are real errors or discrepancies in the original 
manuscripts of the Bible, so that one's faith may in fact 
not be solidly grounded. 

This writer holds that there are no real errors in the original 
manuscripts, although there are apparent discrepancies among 
the several translations, and in some of the one-man productions 
(as The Living Bible) there are some definitely bad transla
tions of particular passages. The apparent discrepancies call 
for a careful comparison of the major translations and usually 
the problem will fade away. Only a few might require attention 
by someone versed in the languages although it is obviously 
a benefit and a convenience to know Greek and Hebrew. 

One of our problems in this concern about the dependability 
of the Bible is that of semantics. What is included in the word 
"inspired" and in the process of inspiration? Do we have in
spired English translations? Actually inspiration includes the 
process of production of the original manuscripts, in which 
the Holy Spirit actually controlled the process to the end that 
the end-product, the manuscripts themselves, were free from 
error as far as God's words were concerned. In a real sense 
therefore the first writings of scripture themselves were "in
spired" in that they were the inerrant product of the inspiration 
process. 

The next question is: Does the inspiration carry on through 
from the original manuscripts to our modern day English 
versions? Is our Bible today "inspired?" The answer to these 
questions is Yes!, but we must understand how it can be. 
The act of translating the scriptures from one language 
into another from the original manuscripts was and is not 
controlled by the supervision of the Holy Spirit. Anyone 
today can translate the Bible without the Holy Spirit being 
obligated to guarantee his results. But where serious scholars 
have through the centuries worked with the word in comparing 
manuscripts and in translating it into many languages there 
is no reason to believe that its original inspiration and de
pendability have diminished, but on the contrary their careful 
work in examining "all the dottings of the i's and the crossing 
of the t's" is for us today an assurance that the dependability 
of our Bible is in fact without question. It is a fact that the 
great majority of textual scholars recognize that we have 
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today the same Bible as the original manuscripts, for all prac
tical purposes. Any differences is negligible. 

This still leaves us with the question of modem transla
tions and differences between them. Since the act of translating 
is not under "inspiration," it is possible for human trans
lators to make errors, and they have, but again, where transla
tions were made by a large company of scholars of differing 
faiths, and they have opportunity to challenge denominational 
preferences, we have every reason to believe that such major 
translations are in the main dependable, and, when compared 
with each other, even the ordinary reader can come to know 
the original truth in practically every case. It would be very 
difficult, indeed, to get away with putting an arbitrary meaning 
over on today's scholarship. One trouble, of course, is that 
such easy-to-read things as the Living Bible appeals to so 
many people who do not want to take the trouble to make 
comparisons, and thus they accept whatever meaning is offered. 
There can be no guarantee for those who are not really 
interested. 

The major versions, such as the King James, the American 
Standard of 1901, the New American Standard, the Revised 
Standard and the New International, and even several of the 
others have very good dependability, although each has its own 
peculiar limitations. The King James for example has many 
words that are outdated, and when it was translated many were 
thinking in terms of Calvin's theology. In John 3:8 the trans
lation of the word pneuma as "wind" seems both unusual and 
unfortunate, as it lends to Calvin's views about bow one is 
saved. 

A good plan for the average family in its Bible study is to 
own and use five or six major translations and by this means 
the ordinary non-scholar will have the same meaning as the 
original Greek in 999 times out of 1,000. Preachers would do 
well, of course, to know Greek for their own confidence, but 
failing that opportunity should own twenty or twenty-five 
English versions. In this way the assurance quotient will be 
even higher. Any differences that may not be resolved after 
this type of serious study will certainly not concern the basic 
matters of how to become a Christian or how to live a godly 
life-one well pleasing unto the Father. Such assurance is what 
God's Bible should give to all Christians who are interested 
enough to "present yourself to God as one approved, a workman 
who has no need to be ashamed." 2 Tim. 2:15. 

774 East North 15th Street, Abilene, Texas 79601 
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An Outline of the Restoration Principle in Church History (3) 
The Declaration and Address. This book

let was to have profound effect on the 
"Restoration Movement." Thomas Camp
bell, in his attempt to get at the heart 
of New Testament Christianity and to set 
his own thoughts in order (because of his 
controversy with the Presbyterian 
Church), wrote a booklet with this title. 
Alexander Campbell, just arrived from 
Scotland, read the printer's proofs of the 
booklet and announced: "Then, sir, you 
must abandon and give up infant baptism, 
and some other practices for which it 
seems to me you cannot produce an ex
press precept or an example in any book of 
the Christian Scriptures!" After a long 
pause, Thomas replied: "To the law and 
to the testimony we make our appeal. If 
not found therein, we, of course, must 
abandon it." 

In this booklet, "Declaration and Ad
dress," Thomas proposed thirteen princi
ples for the restoration of pure Christian
ity. F. D. Kershner has summarized them 
as· follows: 

1) That the church of Christ is "es
sentially, intentionally and constitution
ally one." 

2) That although this unity presupposes 
and permits the existence of separate con
gregations or societies, there should be 
perfect harmony and unity of spirit among 
all of them. 

3) That the Bible is the only rule of 
faith and practice for Christians. 

4) That the Old and New Testaments 
alone contain the authoritative constitu
tion of the church of Christ. 

5) That no human authority has power 
to amend or change the original constitu
tion and laws of the church. 

6) That inferences and deductions from 
the Scriptures, however valuable, cannot 
be made binding upon the consciences of 
Christians. 

7) That differences of opinion with re
gard to such inferences shall not be made 
tests of fellowship or communion. 

8) That faith in Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God is a sufficient profession to entitle 
a man or woman to become a member of 
the church of Christ. 

9) That all who have made such a pro
fession, and who manifest their sincerity 
by their conduct, should love each other as 
brethren and as members of the same body 
and joint-heirs of the same inheritance. 

10) That division among Christians is 
anti-christian, anti-scriptural, unnatural 
and to be abhorred. 

11) That neglect of the revealed will of 
God and the introduction of human inno
vations are and have been the cause of all 
the corruptions and divisions that have 
ever taken place in the church of God. 

12) That all that is necessary to secure 
the highest state of purity and perfection 
in the church is to restore the original or
dinances and constitution as exhibited in 
the New Testament. 

13) That any additions to the New 
Testament program which circumstances 
may seem to require, shall be regarded as 
human expedients and shall not be given 
a place of higher authority in the church 

R. D. ICE 

than is permitted by the fallible character 
of their origin. 

These principles were not intended to 
be taken as a creed for a new church. 
Thomas intended them only as a pattern 
of thinking to be used to approach the 
whole problem of Christian unity. They 
represent the "Restoration mind." Again 
and again through history we see people 
adopt this attitude toward Christianity; 
and again and again we see restoration 
as the result. Each new generation must 
repeat the process for itself! Each person 
must stand on his or her own personal 
faith in the Messiah! 

DEBATES THAT MADE HISTORY 
Debate: to discuss or examine a question 
by presenting and considering arguments 
on both sides. "Ranting and raving" fires 
up prejudice. But a debate, conducted in 
a Christian spirit, helps strengthen the 
love of truth. Five debates are of special 
importance. These hastened rather than 
retarded Christian union. After they were 
over men understood Christianity better 
than before and became aware that with 
all their seeming differences they were 
closer together than had been supposed. As 
a debater, Alexander Campbell had no 
equal in his generation! Both he and his 
father hated the kind of bickering contro
versy they had seen in the past, and it was 
reluctantly that Alexander was persuaded 
to meet John Walker, a fighting Presby
terian preacher. It was like an irony of 
fate that the first of Campbell's debates 
should be on baptism in a Quaker com
munity. (The Quakers reject baptism and 
the Lord's Supper.) The place-Mount 
Pleasant, Ohio. The time-spring, 1820. 
The second great debate was with another 
Presbyterian, William McCalla, in Wash
ington, Mason County, Kentucky, in Oc
tober, 1823. The subject was again bap
tism, but this time more extensive, turning 
into a war against sectarianism and dis
union. The third was in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
April, 1829. This was with Robert Owen, 
a militant atheist, and the subject covered 
Divine Revelation and Human Responsi
bility. Campbell made his masterful de
fense of truth in the famous twelve-hour 
speech (which was six two-hour speeches 
in succession). The debate lasted nine 
days. The fifth debate was on the Roman 
Catholic Religion. It was held in Cincin
nati, January, 1837, with Bishop Purcell 
representing the Catholic Church. This 
man was perhaps the strongest opponent 
Campbell ever faced. Bishop Purcell was a 
scholar, a teacher, a historian, and a 
gentleman. The debate lasted nine days. 
Those who were there felt Campbell had 
the strongest arguments. The fifth debate 
was with N. L. Rice, at Lexington, Ken
tucky, from November 15th to December 
1st, 1843. Dr. Rice was a Presbyterian. 
The debate centered around the "Mode" 
and "Action" of baptism. Campbell said: 
"I rejoice in the present discussion, be
cause it strikes at the main roots of mod
ern partyism-the creeds, the baptism, and 
the spirits of moral philosophy and human 

expediency." The spirit which Campbell 
showed in these debates is characterized by 
this statement by Bishop Purcell in 1898. 
"Certainly, I will gladly talk with you 
about my worthy friend, Mr. Campbell. 
From the very first day of our acquaint
ance to the day of his death, I always 
entertained the most kindliest feelings to
ward that gentleman. Oh! he was a most 
lovable character, indeed, and treated me 
in every way and on all occasions like a 
brother. Was he not my brother in the 
Lord? Was he not like me a follower of 
the meek and lowly Jesus? ... " 

These debates drew the interest of the 
people. Campbell said a week's debate was 
worth a year's preaching, and the results 
seem to prove this! One bad effect of these, 
however, was to develop a "debate psy
chology" (at least to some extent), and 
some who did not have the spirit which 
Campbell had, developed a reputation for 
bickering and rancor. But these things ex
plain why one man had so much influ
ence. We repeat: the Christian Baptist 
and Millennia! Harbinger papers, the Liv
ing Oracles New Testament (in modern 
speech), and these five debates, were ma
jor factors in the rapid growth of the 
Restoration in the years before the Civil 
War. In fact, the Disciples (as the whole 
movement' was then called) became the 
fourth largest religious group in our N a
tion by the close of the Civil War. 

DR. JOHN THOMAS, M.D. This man 
demands a place in history because of his 
severe negative influence on our Restora
tion. Of his teachings, Campbell said: 
"An important crisis has occurred in our 
community which calls for prompt and 
decisive measures ••. " Campbell dealt 
with him at various times in the Millen
nia! Harbinger, from 1836 on. Thomas 
taught that Jesus would reign upon the 
earth a thousand years from Jerusalem; 
that infants, idiots (mental defectives), 
and heathens (who had never heard of 
Christ) would sleep forever and not be 
raised from death; that man has no soul 
nor existence separate, distinct, and inde
pendent of the body; that sinners would be 
raised to annihilation; he taught a heresy 
of re-immersion (which provoked from 
Campbell the "Lunenburg Letter"); and 
many other such things. Thomas eventual
ly left the church and formed a group 
known as "Christadelphians." 

The reason for this man's importance 
is that he was an adversary to Campbell 
and to the whole movement. Only the Lord 
knows to what extent Thomas prevented 
the success of the movement in the North
east. He introduced a "dogmatic exclus
ivist spirit" into our Restoration. 

THE SECOND GENERATION It is 
inevitable that one who grows up with the 
new order will not have the same set of 
experiences, nor exactly the same outlook. 
This is not necessarily a bad thing. But it 
does mean the burning issues and goals 
will not be precisely the same. The Pio
neers said : "We are not the only Chris
tians, but we are Christians only!" It is 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A Thin Line 
The more I reflect and experience the 

more impressed I am with the number 
of situations in life where it is a thin line 
which stands between us and decisions, 
which at the moment may not seem like 
major decisions, which result in a major 
shift in the direction of our lives. The line 
is so thin that at times it is frightening 
and it teaches us that we may pray that 
God will help us to make the right de
cisions and that His overruling power in 
His providence will be brought to bear on 
our lives. 

Potassium is vital, with reference to the 
heart for example, but too much is dan
gerous. As we measure things, the safe 
range is not a very broad one. 

The line between compassionate concern, 
and certain physical manifestations, and 
lustfulness can be very thin. One Christian 
said that when a Christian lady told him 
her troubles he wanted to take her in his 
arms and comfort her. He did not do so, 
especially because others were not present, 
and a physical embrace which began in 
compassion could quickly cross the line 
into lust. 

The decision to date a person of the 
opposite sex may not seem very impor
tant but it may be the first steps which 
results in marriage and determining there
by who will be the father or mother of 
your children. Since you will likely marry 

JAMES D. BALES 

someone whom you date, ask not whom 
shall I marry, but first ask whom should 
I date. 

The decision to buy a pornographic 
magazine may be the first step on a down
ward journey which destroys one. It may 
result in making sex supreme and thereby 
debasing and destroying sex. It may result 
in one trying to degrade his wife and 
destroying his marriage. 

The decision to take a drink to be so
ciable or acceptable can be the beginning 
of the road which results in alcoholism. 
No one knows who will turn out to be 
an alcoholic. No one starts out to be an 
alcoholic. The first drink does not guaran
tee that you will be an alcoholic but the 
refusal of the- first drink guarantees that 
you will never be an alcoholic. 

After my freshman year in college, I 
spent the summer of 1934 working on a 
river boat for the Hudson River Night 
Lines. I had the love of adventure and 
wanted to see the world. I thought serious
ly of signing on a tramp steamer for a 
year and then returning to college the next 
year. It may have been I would have re
turned to college, but it is quite likely that 
the course of my life would have been 
changed and not for the better. What 
kept me from signing up? I inquired about 
it and learned that I would have to buy 
someone some whiskey or give my first 

Giving From Accumulation CHARLES HODGE 

CURRENT INCOME. Our brotherhood 
has memorized 1 Cor. 16:1, 2. We believe 
in giving from our income weekly. But 
this, for all practical purposes, is our 
only concept of giving. We refuse to "pass 
the hat" on Sunday night. Our advertising 
always headlines "no <>ollections taken." 
Our mentality toward giving is negative, 
apologetic. We kinda feel it is beneath the 
dignity of spirituality. We wish we could 
have Christianity without money. 

This means we are not doing well even 
within our dimension on giving! The Jew 
in his tithe gave 10% off the top! Plus 
sacrifices, offerings, etc.! The "10%" has 
stuck in most minds as a religious norm 
on giving. At best our ~ongregations give 
only 3%! Giving is considered painful
like going to the dentist. Giving is "Church 
Tax"-like the IRS! No wonder the world 
is not evangelized! 

ACCUMULATED. Read Acts 4:31-37. 
Barnabas, with others, donated the family 
farm! This is taught in Acts 2 :44-45; Acts 
5; Eph. 4:32; 2 Cor. 12:14; 2 Cor. 8:14; 
1 Tim. 5:8; 1 Tim. 6:17-19. Ananias and 
Sapphira may be the objects of our scorn
but they did give in an area we have to
tally missed. They were condemned for 
deception and lying-not for giving from 
accumulation. 

REASONS FOR OUR FAILURE 
IGNORANCE. As a people we have not 

thought about, studied, nor taught upon 
the responsibility of accumulation. Our 
"one dimensional concept" of current in
come has led to the conclusion, "God got 
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his-the rest is mine." Brethren must be 
taught that 100% belongs to God! What I 
give is my trust; what remains is still my 
trust (1 Cor. 4:2; Matt. 6:19-21). All we 
have is a sacred trust to God. 

MISUNDERSTANDING. There is a 
"Rich Fool" (Luke 12) weakness in all of 
us!. This is my house, car, farm, insurance 
pohcy, bank account. Since I give liberally 
to the church then this is now totally mine! 
In fact, I may give more to have more! We 
forget to whom it all belongs! 

RESENTMENT. We refuse to admit 
our own mortality. We do not like insur
ance salesmen ... most :>f us do not have 
a will ... we have not bought a burial plot! 
This fact makes us terminal! So we resent 
it! My sudden death leaves the wife and 
children making their greatest financial 
decisions under duress. Charity is an in
tegral part of Christianity (James 1:26, 
27) ; others have a claim to my possessions 
(Eph. 4 :32)! 

FUTURE ESTATE PLANNING 
Jesus asks in the parable of Luke 12 

"Whose shall these things be?" If you hav~ 
a want-make a will! Some have the idea 
"I could care less!" We are responsible fo~ 
God's property upon our death! This must 
be learned; this must be taught! Where 
does God want his money to go? Where do 
I want it to go? Must Uncle Sam make 
this decision for me? Must my posses
sions go to lawyers? Will relatives feud, 
fuss, and fight? We have totally failed 

(Continued on page 12) 

month's salary to a certain person. My 
convictions were in this case not a thin 
line and I did not seek the job. However, 
if it had not been for these illegal prac
tices my life may have taken quite a dif
ferent direction. Another thing, I was 
beginning to feel a bit tough and con
cluded that a full year of such associations 
would not be a contribution to my spiritual 
growth. 

In some situations we can turn the 
thin line into a strong wall by following 
such principles as: First, to make it our 
aim "to be well-pleasing unto" the Lord 
(2 Cor:. 5 :9). Second, to study the word 
continually that it may be stored up in 
our hearts and enable us to understand 
the bearing of the word of God on the 
decision at hand. Then we can say, it is 
written, and abide within what is written 
(Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). Third, there are situa
tions in life where decisions are of tre
mendous importance, even though we do 
not know it, though they do not involve 
the choice between good and E>Vil. In such 
situations we should try to seek the best 
in the light of the word of God, and our 
determination to be well-pleasing unto him. 
In addition to this we should make it 
our constant prayer that the Lord will 
overrule so that all our decisions will re
sult in the greatest good for us spiritually 
and for others. 
Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

You Are a Minister 
CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

I enjoy reading Peanuts. I guess it's 
because I've always been able to identify 
with Charlie Brown. 

Well anyway, the other day I was rest
ing at home in my reclining chair reading 
my favorite cartoon. In this particular 
strip Lucy dashes into the living room 
and demands that Linus change T.V. 
channels. She then threatens him with 
her fist if he doesn't. 

''What makes you think you can walk 
right in here and take over?" Linus asks. 

"These five fingers" Lucy replies. "In
dividually they're nothing. But when I curl 
them together like this into a single unit 
they form a weapon that is terrible to 
behold." 

Immediately Linus jumps up and shouts, 
"Which channel do you want?" 

Turning away and pausing for a second, 
Linus looks at his fingers and says, "Why 
can't you guys get organized like that?" 

What a message that is to the Lord's 
Church! If we could only get organized 
like that! If we could only work together! 

The Bible refers to the church as the 
Body of Christ. Every member of the 
Body has a function. Every member is a 
minister. Every member has a special gift 
designed to build up the body (Eph. 4:11-
12). 

The Body of Christ is an organism. It 
is to run smoothly with every member 
doing its job. That includes you! 
Davis Park Church of Christ, 901 W. 
Rumble Rd., Modesto, CA. 95350 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

The Church Jesus Built (2) 

There is a tendency on the part of many 
people today to speak of the church as one 
among many denominations. Many writers 
among us denominationalize the church by 
a misuse of capital letters. They seem to 
think they must say "The Church of 
Christ" instead of "the church of Christ." 
The word "church" occurs in the New 
Testament about 110 times, in the singular 
and plural, and not one time does the word 
begin with a capital C. This should mean 
something to brethren who think they have 
to capitalize the word. These same breth
ren, at least some of them, do not use a 
capital K when they write about the king
dom, a capital B when they write about 
the body of Christ. Why the difference? 

Take a little lesson in grammar. The 
word "church" is a noun. There are two 
general classes of nouns: common and 
proper. Proper nouns are to be capitalized. 
A common noun is one that refers to a 
class or to anyone of a class of persons, 
places, or things. And these nouns are 
further classified as abstract, concrete, col
lective. And a collective noun is one that 
is singular in form but names a group 
or collection. The word "church" is a 
common collective noun and should not be 
capitalized, with perhaps no more than 
two exceptions. First, if it is the first word 
in a sentence, it should be capitalized. Sec
ond, if it is used in the address, as The 
Bear Valley Church, Denver, Colorado; or 
The Bear Valley Church of Christ. We 
have a good example of these uses in a 
recent (Dec. 4) issue of this paper. On 
page 8 we read, "Churches of Christ in the 
Nineteenth Century were thought of as 
a radical group." And, "Dying churches 
lack commitment." While in the issue of 
Nov. 20, p. 5 we read, "Of all things 
Churches must insist upon their preachers 
buying their own homes. This gets the 
Church out of the 'real estate business.' " 
Again in that same issue, page 5, we read 
about "institutions of higher learning 
founded by members and groups of Church
es of Christ" and "colleges operated 
among the Churches of Christ" and "the 
only Church of Christ college." Just what 
is a "Church of Christ" college? Here the 
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pb~as~ "Church of Christ" is used as an 
adJective. And I have read of "Church of 
Chris~ pr~achers" and "Church of Christ 
doctrmes. Such expressions are the "lan
guage of Ashdod." 

Have brethren forgotten Peter's exhor
~ation, "If any man speaketh, speaking as 
It were oracles of God" ( 1 Peter 4 : 11). 
~ave they never read the restoration ver
Sion o~ that ~xhortation which says, "We 
c~ll Bible thmgs by Bible names and do 
Bible things in Bible ways"? Or do we 
have men among us who prefer to be like 
the nations about us? The Jews of old 
wanted a king because the nations about 
them all had kings. They were dissatisfied 
with God's way. They preferred to allow 
the world to dictate their practices rather 
~han walk in the ways of God. This was 
JUSt one step in their journey away from 
God. S!>me brethren are going to say, 
Where IS the harm in capitalizing Church?. 
What is wrong with "Church of Christ" 
colleges?, "Church of Christ" preachers 
and "Church of Christ" doctrines? 

First, it is mighty poor grammar. Next 
these are not Biblical expressions. Anti~ 
biblical expressions are proof of anti
sc~ip~ura~ thinking. And antiscriptural 
thmkmg IS the seed that produces unscrip
tural actions, which in turn causes the 
church to become worldly. Next, the use 
of these expressions puts the church that 
Jesus built on the same level with reli
gious groups organized and controlled by 
men. It implies that the church Jesus built 
is. a religious sect among the many reli
giOus sects of the world. The church Jesus 
built is composed of people who have been 
called out of the world, who are not to be 
conformed to the world and who are 
obligated to manifest Jes~s to the world 
But if we are conformed to the world i~ 
speech and actions, we will have little or 
no, influence, no power, to call people 'out 
of the world. 

Some people have great difficulty in 
being different from others. They are 
embarrassed; they feel ashamed to differ 
from their peers. When Paul said for us 
not to be conformed to the world, but to be 

transformed he used the same word Mark 
and Matthew used to say that Jesus was 
transfigured; it means to change into 
another form. And when Luke wrote of 
the tr~nsfiguration of Jesus he did not 
use this word; he used two words which 
!Dean "became different." So Paul is tell
I~g us not to be like the world, but to be 
diff~rent from the world. In one sense we 
are m the w:prld, but not of the world (John 
17:14-18). Being "not of the world" sim
ply mea!ls being different from the world. 
And usmg such expressions as "Church 
of C~rist" preachers; "Church of Christ" 
doctrmes and practices; and capitalizing 
~be word '.'church" every time we use it 
IS conformmg to the world in our manner 
?f s~eec~. And this means that our tbink
m~ I~ dic~ated by the world; and such 
thmkmg Will result in tlUr acting like the 
world. 

. No one becomes like the world over
n~gbt. Becoming like the world is not one 
big step, or leap, in the direction of the 
world. Rather it is a series of little steps 
perhaps taken unconsciously that bring~ 
one int~ the likeness of the ~orld. So the 
s~fe thmg, the safe course to follow, is 
simply not to take the first little step 
in the direction of the world. Let your 
thoughts be determined by the language 
of inspired men; let you~ speech be ac
co.rding to t?e oracles of God; and Jesus 
Will be mamfested in your life. 

The Biblical term "church of God" sim
ply means God's church. And the term 
"ch~rc,hes of Christ" (Rom. 16:16) means 
Christ s churches. It belongs to him be
c~use he established it, he bought it with 
his blood, and he redeemed it from ini
quity. The expression is not a title· it 
simply denotes possession. And to use' the 
term in a sectarian title sense is to betray 
conformity to the world, cheapen the 
Lord's church by bringing it to the level 
of man-made organizations, and fail to 
honor him who is the head of the church. 
"Let your speech be always with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer each one" (Col. 
4:6). 

2852 So. Knoxville Way, Denver. CO. 80227 
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1980 Elders' Workshop at Sunset 

NEW TESTAMENT ELDERS
TRAINED MEN 

Confucius said, " To lead an untrained 
people to war is to throw them away." 
It would be more disastrous if the leade1·s 
were untrained. That fact explains why 
the title of t his article has been chosen 
as the theme · for Sunset's fifth annual 
E lders' Workshop. 

From 2 :00 p.m. Wednesday, J anuary 
16 through noon on Friday, the 18th, 
some 15 brethren will address themselves 
to vital subjects related to training elders. 
Rue! Lemmons will be the first speaker 
on the subject, " The Chief Shepherd 
Was With the Sheep." From that mo
ment until Richard Rogers, the last speak
er, discusses, "Let's Go Home to a Re
vival," training needs and possibilities will 
be biblically and practically explored. 

George Bailey, Harold Taylor, Truman 
Scott, Cline Paden, Norman Gipson, Ted 
Kell, and others will enrich the workshop 
with their unique abilities and rich back
ground of experience. 

A special series for ladies h as been 
planned by Bobbie Paden to coincide with 
the lectures for men. 

Elders from 18 States attended last 
year's workshop. For further information 
contact: Dayton Keesee, c/o Sunset 
Church of Christ, 34th and Memphis, Lub
bock, Texas, 79410 (Tel. 806-792-5191). 

FORT WORTH LECTURES 
JANUARY 13-17 

The Theme of the 1980 Fort Worth Lec
tures is: "What Do You Know About the 
Holy Spirit?" Morning classes will fea
tu re "False Doctrines and How to Meet 
Them." 

Monday through Wednesday, 8 :00-9:00 
a.m., Noel Merideth of Comdcn, Tennes
see, will discuss, "The Fruit of the Spirit." 
On Tuesday and Wednesday Flavil Nichols 
of Elizabeth town, Kentucky, will speak on, 
"Meeting the Arguments of the 'Fai th 
Healers'." Then, on Wednesday and Thurs
day, Johnny Ramsey will be present ing, 
"Meeting the Arguments of the 'Oneness 
Holiness'." Each day there will be a spe
cial class for the ladies with the theme 
being, "Overcoming What Has Come Over 
Me," with s i~ters Mary O!er, Lois McCord, 
Betty Muns and Val Cardwell, speaking. 

For information write: Brown Trail 
Church of Christ, 1801 Brown Trail, Bed
ford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021. 

CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY 
awaits 

EXPERIENCED EVANGELIST 
at the 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1000 Nevada Avenue 

Trinidad, Colorado 81082 
A/C 303-846-4116 or 846· 6684 
(House plus partial support) 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES) CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette K ee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 

The family, tbe church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics discussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Third Annual 
Pepperdine University 

Bible Teachers ' 
Workshop 

TJ!od's~. ut1.perauve 
''Go ye, 

therefore. 
teaching'' 

Christianity is a teaching religion. Spiritual life and freedom 
depend on T<11th, and Truth must be taught before it can 
be believed and acted upon. As teachers, we have no 
choice ... we must teach . God has conunanded it , and we 
must give Him our very best as He develops us into more 
effective communicators of His Peace. ] oin us at Pepper
dine University as Don Ray Williams keynotes eleven 
stimulating, uplifting, idea-packed hours of teacher training. 
Whether you have taught for forty years or are only begin
ning your Bible teaching career, you will walk away with 
new ideas and renewed excilement! Mark your calendar 
now. 

February 1 & 2, 1980 

Dr. Carl Mitchell, Director, Church Services Department 
Don Ray Williams, Assistant Di.rector 
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Dr. Howard A. While, President • Dr. M. Novel Yow1g, Chancellor 

For a complete program and information contact: 
Church Services, Pepperdine University, Malibu, CA 90265 
(213) 456-4270 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE RESTORATION 
PRINCIPLE IN CHURCH HISTORY (3) 

(Continued from page 7) 
an easy change to say: "We are the only 
Christians." 

But the second generation produced 
some great spiritual leaders-as does 
every generation! Both natural ability and 
dedication tend to produce leaders as the 
need arises. To some extent, every leader 
is self-appointed, as he rises to the oc
casion. To look at it another way, he is 
appointed by God-since He uses people 
who are willing! In this outline, we look 
at three second generation leaders who had 
in themselves the seeds of the present 
"three branches of the Restoration." 

Isaac Errett Born in New York City, 
January 2, 1820. His parents became part 
of the Disciples (church of Christ) in that 
city around 1811. His father was an elder 
in the church. Isaac obeyed the gospel at 
age 12. His father died in 1826, and short
ly after, his mother moved them to Pitts
burgh, Pennsylvania. In the spring of 
1840, he began preaching in the city of 
Pittsburgh. He divided his time between 
meeting work (revivals) and filling a reg
ular pulpit. But it was in 1866 ~that he 
became the leader of the Disciples (church 
of Christ) when he moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio, and began the "Christian Standard" 
paper. (Remember that Disciples, Chris
tian Church, and Church of Christ were 
the exact same group before 1906.) He was 
undoubtedly a great man, and perhaps the 
equal of Campbell. Yet some of the seeds 
which he helped plant would eventually 
end in division. Specifically, he took the 
oryan side in that controversy. 

D. S. Burnet This man, more than any 
other, helped produce the American Mis
sionary Society. Born July 6th, 1808, in 
Dayton, Ohio. He was baptized into 
Christ at age 16, and at age 20 began 
preaching for a Baptist church in Dayton, 
that became the Central Church of Christ 
in a short time. In the years 1844-1845, 
he was struck with a severe illness (per
haps typhoid fever) which made him bed
fast for a long period of time. During this 
time he reexamined the goals of the Dis
ciples and came to the conclusion that 
some degree of organization was needed 
to more effectively reach the lost. He made 
a promise to God to fight as never before 
to bring some kind of unifying experience 
to those who preached unity so fervently! 
He came out of this prolonged illness into 
a period of his most active aggressiveness. 
In October of 1849, the American Chris
tian Missionary Society became a reality. 
It was also to be a "bone of contention," 
but not until 1907 did division become an 
accomplished fact. 

Moses E. Lard This man planted the 

seeds of what would become the Churches 
of Christ. He was extremely conservative, 
with rigorist tendencies. For example, he 
agitated for "closed communion" for a 
period of time. He was brilliant, both as a 
writer and as a preacher. He had a keen, 
penetrating mind, and reflected Camp
bell's earlier Christian Baptist days. 
Moses Lard was born in Bedford County, 
Tennessee, October 29, 1818. His family 
moved to Missouri when he was about 
fourteen. He grew up in extreme poverty. 
He was trained by Campbell himself at 
Bethany College. J. J. Haley describes him 
as: "Prophet of radicalism, literalism and 
conservatism in the second generation of 
the Reformation Movement." Perhaps the 
most important thing he published was his 
"Quarterly," from September 1863 to 
April 1868. A year or two before his death, 
Lard said: "If I had my life to live over, 
I would not preach another gospel, but I 
would preach the same gospel in a dif
ferent spirit. I would not allow myself to 
be stranded on the desert of dogmatism 
and a narrow construction of the love of 
God, but I would preach with a new vision 
of its meaning, that 'God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.'" 
1206 N. Cayuga, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sman carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

~...,...~~~ ................ ..,..~.~...-....,..~..,... ....... ~..._... ................ ~ ......... ...,...~~ ....... ~.....,..~~...,, 

I PLANNING TO BUILD? l 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18th year of wooessful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction of 'YOUr new building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . • . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place P. 0. Box 40289 ~ 
~ (615) 888·2818 Nashville, Tennessee 8'7204 \ 

'-------------------------------....,..----------------------..---

''TAKE A CHILD 
BY THE HAND" 

HILLVI·EW 
ACRES 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

HAVING BEGUN IN 1929, WE ARE 

CURRENTLY CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF CHILD CARE. OUR PRE

SENT STAFF ARE WELL-QUALIFIED 

AND VERY MATURE. PLEASE RE

QUEST A PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

WANTED: 

A married, Christian couple as 
full-time homeparents or full
time relief homeparents to six 
to eight children 

· Preferably without children 
of their own living at home 

· College education desired 
but not required 

• Mature age range 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

· Group insurance program 
• Basic annual salary of 

$12,000 
Room and board (not in
cluding off-campus relief) 

· Three weeks' vacation 
· 70 relief days per year 
· 6 major holidays 
• To live in newly carpeted, 

re-decorated cottage 

Additional openings available for 
relief homeparents. Room and 
board provided. 

To receive more infonnation, 
please write: 

CORKY KINDSVATER 
HILLVIEW ACRES 

3683 CHINO A VENUE 
CHINO, CA 91710 
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GIVING FROM ACCUMULATION 
(Continued f rom page 8) 

in this area! Why spend 40 years making 
it, 20 years saving it, without spending 
2 hours to arrange where it goes? 

Christian colleges and other institutions 
are valid; t hey need support; they need 
in our wills! ~ut what about our own 
local Church? Elders, by and large, see no 
responsibil ity in' this dimension! I magine 
what each local church could do if houses, 
business, insurance policies included the 
local church! 

Yes, we have fami ly obligations ! Chil
dren deserve a good home, a good name, 
and a good education. But some inheri
tances are neither needed nor wanted. Solo
mon said an easy inheritance can become 
a curse (Prov. 20 :21). W e are responsible 
for our estate at death! We must use it 
for good after we are gone. Let's teach 
and practice BOTH d imensions of giving ! 

THE TRIALS OF A COLLEGE 
PRESIDENT 

(Continued f rom page 4) 
serve as the president of a Christian col
lege. It was not easy in the days of William 
D. Carnes, nor is it easy today. But the 
trials of men like William D. Carnes- need 
to be remembered for they remind us of 
our heritage and of the courage of those 
who have sacrificed in the cause of Chris
tian education. 

A TRULY GREAT HYMNAL 

-f.r Spiritual * Well Arranged 
* Durable -f.r Every Song 
-f.r Beautiful a Jewel 
THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL NO. 2 is the 
!lnswer to a demand for a durable, usable 
song book. It comprises the best collec
tion of spiritual songs ever assembled. 
Se nd for a returnable copy for examination. 

Blue or tan binding: $2.25 per copy, 
any quantity 

- - - Clip and mail todav - - -
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $.. . . .. . .. .. .. . Please send 
...... copies of Tho Majestic H ymnal No. 
2 in blue .... . tan . . ... binding at $2.75 
per copy. {Texas residents add 5'/'o sales 
tax.) 

Name 

City ----------------------
Address --------------------
State ------------ Zip __ _ 
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Here's Why! 
This Missionary from another continent says it better than 
most. He tells why every family in the congregation where 
you worship should be receiving the Firm Foundation 
every week. Read th is unaltered and unedited paragraph 
from his letter: 

I have been on the mission field for about three yea rs now. 
All of that time I have taken the FF and have really en
joyed it for several reasons. First, it keeps me up to date 
on what is happening in the brotherhood. Second and most 
important it is a means of my personal spiritua l growth. I 
just read the majority of the paper and really did lea rn a 
lot. I guess you may wonder why I am relating th is to you, 
well I suppose I shou ld just say thanks .. . It is a pleasure 
to sit down and read articles wr itten by preachers and 
elders and other Christian men and women which deal 
with the issues of the day and supply fresh viewpoints for 
all of us. It is a pleasure to read f ine art icles on evolution, 
expository preaching, evangelism, christian attitudes and 
general news all in the same issue. It allows me t ime to 
think and question and have some quiet time to let others 
teach me. Here, we are the preachers and t eachers, 
we have few workshops and lectureships where we can 
go to "charge up," but the FIRM FOUNDATION really 
helps, it teaches ME and gives me time to learn. For t he 
last severa l years I have filed every article f rom the FF 
and they have become of lasting use to me. My preach
ing, teaching and persona l life have been very positively 
affected by the FIRM FOUNDATION. I appreciate it. ... 

We believe in its value so strongly we are wi lling to make a 
sizeable contribution to you r congregation if you wil l try 
it. Regular subscriptions are $10 per year. We wil l con
tribute $4 for every family if the chu rch will contribute 
$6 and let 's see what it can do in your congregation. Send 
the Firm Foundation to every family every week for $6 per 
family. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

FIRM FOUNDAT ION-JAN UARY 15, 1980 



PREACHER GROUP OBSERVES 
PROGRESS IN INDIA 

The group of eight who've been teaching 
in India the past 5 weeks r eturned to 
America t his week. They taught 25 hour 
Bible training sessions in ten places. With 
preaching nights and week ends they went 
to about 100 places, seeing 630 baptized 
and 7 new congregations started. F ive of 
those baptized were denominational 
preachers, who learned and desired to prac
tice simply New Testament Christianity. 

Those who came on th is journey were: 
Frank Faircloth, MichaP.l Pace, Elvis Den
ney, David Sigle, Robert Weare, Charles 
Scott, Albert Gardner, and his wife Fran
ces who taught special ladies classes. 

The opportunities in India have never 
been greater. For reasons unknown, the 
Hindus have never been so greatly inter
ested in hearing of Christ. Both the high 
castes and lower castes are showing in
terest. Also the interest of denom inational 
people continues to increase. When 18 
million or 3% are called Christians, and 
these are divided into ovct· 100 denomina
tions, they realize the need for unity in 
the ·one body, to present a solid front to 
the 600 million total unbelievers. B1:0. J . C. 
Bailey and I work as closely as possible 
with about 300 preachers who have some 
American help tht·ough the Raytown, Mo. 
congregation, and A. & Tenn. St. congrega
tion at Midland, Texas. We also help to 
give Bible training, send literature in their 
own language, etc. each month to a bout 
470 other men who preach or lead congre
gations, who have no American support. 

The Preachers of India are planting new 
churches in other states, and the g reat 
cities of India. The church was planted in 
Jabbalpur, and Bhelai this past summer 
by India preachers who just went on their 
own and started churches in these great 
industrial cities of Madhya State. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 31/z to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131/z years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 

The next preacher group scheduled to 
India is Jan. 28 to March 7th. Eleven arc 
ready to come, but we need at least 20. 
Any preacher interested in coming should 
contact: Church of Christ, 6000 Blueridge 
Blvd., Raytown, Mo., or Church of Christ, 
A. & Tenn. St., Midland, Texas 79701. 

Charles F. Scott 
c/o C. P. Benno, Gas House, 6 A, Rame
shwar Shah, (CIT ) Road, Calcutta, West 
Bengal. 14. 

RUSSELL CONTINUES ASSISTANCE 
TO NORTHWEST CH URCHES FROM 

CLEBURN~TEXASBASE 

The Granbury Street Church in Cle
burne, Texas, through mutual planning 
with 0. J. Russell will extend its mission 
outreach by sharing its evangelist in spe
cial evangelistic efforts in the mission 
fields of the Northwest. 

Russell, who has been closely associated 
with the work in Oregon, Washington and 
British Columbia for more than two 
decades will assist the church in Aber
deen, Washington in a special meeting 
January 20-21st, and the newly established 
congregation in West Seattle January 27th 
through 30th. 

The Cleburne minister will return to the 
Dalles , Oregon and Walla Walla, Wash
ington in June of 1980 for evangelistic 
campaigns. 

Cornelius C. Abbott, P.O. Box 395, Mala
koff, Texas 75148. After nearly six years 
at Carrollton, Texas I moved to Malakoff, 
Texas in Oct. The church is in a resort 
area and has a bright future. I have a 
heavy schedule of meetings for 1980 in 
Ohio, W. Va., Tenn. and Texas. 

A Church·wide Plan To 

Clean 
Up TV 

Involving thousands of Churches of Christ nation-wide 
is now being organized. Over 1.200 congr3gations are 
already definitely commiHed to take part and the list is 
growing daily. The plan is to create a tidal wave of 
opposition to immoral programming by having all of us 
everywhere to refuse to buy tho products of the same 
three offending sponsors at the same time. Our goal is 
one million signatures and already requests have been 
received for over 250.000 cards to be signed. 
For Free Information. Write: 

TV CAMPAIGN. Joelton Church of Christ 
P. 0 . Box 218-F. Joelton. TN 37080 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
A DISCUSSION BETWEEN JERRY MOFFITT AND TOMMY JENKINS 
Over 150 Biblical arguments are examine? in chis discuss}on. A ve~y com
p lete handbook on the subject of Bapusm, presented 10 a co_nnse and 
logical way. Complete with charts and diagrams. You c_an use 1t,_ or yo_u 
can hand it to a friend. 90 pages paper bound. You will apprectate thts 
Sword Sharpener. 

Price $2.25 ORDER FROM 
Add 70¢ postage, 5o/o Sales 
Tax i1t T exas 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUB. HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

For less Than o 1 vear- $1o.oo 
0 2 Years- $19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears- $2a .oo 

You can receive t he Fi rm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Billme. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City I State/Zip 

Signature 
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Preston Road Elders Issue Statement on the Akin Foundation BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN Editor's note: In a statement much too 

long for inclusion in toto in the Firm 
Foundation, the elders of the Preston 
Road church in Dallas set forth the final 
resolution of the Akin Foundation prob
lem which has 'been in the courts for 
some time. A digest of that statement fol
lows. The entire statement is on file in 
the Firm Foundation office. 

Brother J. W. Akin and his wife set 
up a trust fund in 1948 and contributed 
to it a substantial portion of their oil 
royalties. They appointed a board, and 
named the Preston Road church as con
tingent Beneficiary. All funds were to be 
disbursed to churches to assist in their 
work. After 30 years the remaining assets 
were to revert to the Preston Road church. 
All revenues remaining undistributed at 
the end of each fiscal year were to be 
distributed to that church. In 1955 this 
portion of the charter was changed to 
allow the board to determine disposition 
of assets at the end of each year. 

In Brother Akin's late years the co
operation controversy arose, and Brother 
Akin demanded that the personnel of the 
board be changed to those who bela the 
non-cooperation view. The board then was 
comprised of Bryan Vinson, Sr., James 
Adams, Foy Vinson. Later Bryan Vinson, 
Jr., replaced his father on the board. 

In September 1976 the Attorney Gen
eral of Texas filed a civil lawsuit against 
Bryan Vinson, Jr., Foy Vinson and James 
Adams claiming misappropriation of 
funds. These misappropriations were al
leged to be several hundred thousand dol
lars. As a result of the suit a receiver 
was appointed for the Foundation and 
control removed from the three trustees. 
Some time later Foy Vinson, Jr., and 
James Adams settled their portion of the 
suit by paying funds to the Foundation 
and resigning as directors. Later Bryan 
Vinson, Jr. likewise settled the civil claims 
against him and resigned. 

The courts determined that Preston 
Road should receive $190,000 in accumu
lated funds, and as a final disposition of 
the matter that they should receive 60% 
of all assets of the Foundation promptly, 
and that the remaining 40% be surren
dered to a new board composed of James 
Yates, Harry Pickup, Jr., and Fred Hut
son. This solution was proposed by Pickup 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesr 

located 21h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For Information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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and Yates, and accepted by Preston Road 
even though legal counsel advised that 
in a court settlement Preston Road would 
very likely receive all the assets. 

In the interest of settling the matter 
between brethren rather than in the 
courts, and in the· hope that a generous 
attitude would help to lessen the gap be
tween groups of brethern who see dif
ferently on the orphan home-cooperation 
issue, the elders at Preston Road agreed. 
And this is the way it was resolved. A 
number of papers have carried the en
tire text of the Preston Road statement. 
Likewise a number of papers on the other 
side of the controversy have carried a 
similiar statement signed by Yates, Pick
up and Hutson. Anyone interested in a 
fuller account ·may contact the elders of 
the Preston Road church. 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

31 hours listening time 

Recordings of all speeches and classes 

17th Annual Pan American Lectures, 1979 
Panama City, Panama 

"Pulling It All Together 
In Latin America For Jesus" 

1a "Welcome To Panama" - Walter Leonard 
la "latin America" - Glover Shipp 
1b "The Next 10 Years" - Dan Coker 
2a "'300 Million Lost Souls" - Doug Koslowski 
2b "language & Culture Shock" - Pat Hile 
3a "The Last 18 Years" - Howard Norton 
3b "Why Now?" - Cline Paden 
4a "'Panama Update Film" - Bob Bryson 
4b "Argentina"- George Roggendorf 

Sa "Evangelism In The M;~~~j~~ 
5b "Latin ~ 

"Medical Missions"- (Bob Bryson, Dr. Jim Citty, 
Dr. R. Reinbolt, Dr. W. Guthrie, Joe GleM) 

14b Same 
15a Panel: "Schools of Evangelism" (Concluded on tape 6) 
15b Same 
16a Panel (Ladies): "Giving Childrm & Grandchildren" -

(Elvis & Em Huffard, Max & Joy Johnson) 
16b Same 
17a Panel {ladies): "Welcome To Parwna!"- {Mrs. Walter 

Leonard, Essie White, Mrs. Rick Brewer, Mrs. Phil Lamb, 
Janet Boseck) 

i7b Same 
18a Panel (Ladies): "Women In Medical Teams"- (Janet 

Boseck, Bobbie Bryson & Entire Medical Staff) 
lBb "Leadership Training Pv Extension" - Jeny HiD 

Cassettes in Series BCL700 (1979) 

COMPLETE SET IN VINYL ALBUM $45 
Individual Cassettes $3.95 ea.- 5 for $15 

Available /rom 
Firm Foundation 
Publishin~ House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdverUslng In this section e1.00 per Une. De•lsued especlaUy to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeklllg work or conprrep
tlons aeeklllg preachers. Al•o other acceptable matter. 

FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DEN~ COLO~O ~ 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
Young evangelist, 25, married, 2 children, 2 years 
experience, desires pulpit and/or personal work in 
the San Diego, CA area. Not a hobbiest, preach the 
tl'uth. Please write P. 0. Box 804, San Miguel, CA 
9~451 or call (805) 467-8450. Paul McKannon. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvlna- St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 628-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Fea&t. 

Monterrey, Mexlco1 Ave. Fundlclones 109 
.. A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 

Tel.: 55-55-11 
David Cardenas, Evangelista 

CHATHAM, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 

ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. W111 contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.REA. SCHOOL OF PREA.CHil'fG 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, CallforDla 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue. HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A Nortllwe•t Ch.urcll of Ollrt.t 
1147 N. Slst St. 981G6. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a line, or ca.ll 524-1320. We wlll 
contact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:30; Worship, 10:80 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-5190 or 445-
3722. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Mora-aD Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mart, Offlee 4'1'1• 
52'11. Bobby Wade, MID. 4'18-40S6. 

SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classea on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2588: 

Paal Harper. 473-8228. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detallls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
YUMA, ARIZ.. 051 W. %8th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-8760 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley o•arch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ, 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 

Let us print the next membership directory of the . 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 70u are moving BD:Vwhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program, Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university, Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, prov1de guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 3606 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 
Preacher wanted for small congregation in town of 
10,000. Good facilities, full support available if re
spond soon. Write: c/o Bill Hart, Church of Christ, 
378 River E. Dauphin, Manitoba R7N OH8, phone 
204-638-5283. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 
MONTANA MISSION work important to you? The 
church in Livingston has stepped out on faith and 
secured a man to come here with goal of buildinll 
up the church here and starting congregation in Big 
Timber, We cannot bear the cost alone. Will you 
include us in your 1980 plans? For details, write to 
P. 0. Box 723, Livingston, MT 59047, or call collect 
(406) 222-2017. 
Two Connecticut churches in 11. receptive population 
are looking for an evangelist. One huge growing 
factory center and one very rapidly growing small 
city are looking for a minister and family who can 
relate to different cultures and win souls to the 
Savior. Both have the backing of the University 
Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas. 
Resumes should be sent to Waterbury, Connecticut: 

Church of Christ 
c/o J. J. Divito 
40 Maple View Drive 
Wolcott. Ct. 06716 

In New Milford: 
Church of Christ 
c/o Dave Guzzy 
Churchill Road 
Washington Depot, CT 06795 

and to: Northeastern Mission Committee 
University Church of Christ 
738 EN 16th 
Abilene, TX. 79601. 

FOR SALE 15-18 ft. and 7-24 ft. good oak cush
ioned pews (Converts to half their length). Edge
mere Church of Christ. 4728 Neta Lane, Wichita 
Falls, TX 76302 (817) 766-0107. 
Small congregation of about 60 members desires 
full time minister. House provided. Located in 
north central La. town of about 10,000 pop. Send 
resume to Dr. Poley Evans, Box 308, Jonesboro, La. 
71261. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749. 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Missionary wanted for Aruba, West Indies. Send 
resume and availability to Mission Committee, 
Darby Drive Church of Christ. 2002 Darby Drive, 
Florence, Alabama 85630. Salary negotiable. 

SOUTHMAIN-BAYTO~. TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England cit7 looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary, Hou'se provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
Young man wanted for :routh and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send resume to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P .0. Box 2346, 
Riverside, California 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2854 or 1-714-684-3110). 
ROUEGA YOUTH HOME in beautiful Southwest 
Georgia needs dedicated Christian house parents and 
relief house parents (or matron) for girls cottage. 
Write Mark Seechrest, Rt. 1, Box 100, Sylvester, Ga. 
81791 or call 912-776-8479, 

Young preacher seeking full time work. Married, 
29 Years of age, 2 children. Graduate of Preston 
Road School of Preaching. 7 years experience. Ref
erences upon request. Write: Dan Gannon Box 
167, Poynor, Texas 75782. ' 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SC~OOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preachmg-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
<1ARETAKER.: Full-time caretaker needed at beau
tiful Wisconsm Christian Youth Camp Residence 
furnished with utiUties paid, No salary' Wonderful 
opportunity fo~ young-thinking retiree. ·Please con
~~t16~arl Fraz1er, P.O. Box 474, Beaver Dam, WI, 

Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own s~pport for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work 
Cowntahct Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620 ForO: 

as . 98381. 206-874-6845. ' 
NEEDED: A Christian couple to serve as house 
Parents, . to a household of six children. Our loca
tion Is Just across the Ohio river from Louisville 
,Kentucky, ~f interested, contact. Ken Samuel, Super: 
mte!ld~nt. m Jefferson, Indiana at South Central 
Chr1st1an Chfldrens Home. Phone (812) 282-8248 
(day): 282-1047 (ight). 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present Part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000· only congregation In 
a valley of 26,000. Building ~dequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a siJPlificant 
!e~;rship role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
me and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph 
4: 11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
g!fts (Rop1. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97860; ph. (608) 963-8987, If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist 968-9018 
or one of the following numbers• 684-S028· 963-
6434 or 963-9035. • ' 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of approxi
m!l~ly 200 members near Dayton, Ohio, Present 
mmtster has accepted position in Texas effective 
late January. Send qualifications and references to 
Elders, Churdt of Christ, 922 S. Central Fairborn 
Ohio 45324. ' ' 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

"POSITIVE-SPIRITUAL-DYNAMIC" 
Is what Paul Fisher, elder In Wichita Falls says 
of Dr. D. Dewayne Davenport's Seminars in Church 
Growth. "May you continue to serve other church
es." Contact: Seminars, P.O. Box 246, Byesville, 
OH 48723 (614) 685-3055. 
Well known Preacher semi, Retired wishes to go 
back to fall time preaching. Many years of suc
cessful preaching. I would like to locate in or near 
Temple, Waco or Austin. If interested please call 
preacher 512-446-6088. 
Preacher wanted for congregation in Wilson Okla. 
Mast be mature. Have some experience. Ho~ fur
nished. Wages comparable with surrounding con
~~~ns. For informaton call 229-0761 after 5 

Preacher available, Mo., nt., Ark. Exnerienced 
pulpit, personal work, school of preaching grad. 
Married, 45, 3 children. Support available. Contact 
C. Townsend, 1009 Medary Ave. S., Brookings, 
S.D. 57006, (606) 692-6451. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal evRngelist to 
work full time in filling Brownsville, Texas with 
the gospel: no pulnit work: write to P. 0. Box 
2175, Brownsville, Tx. 78520. 

INVESTJGATml Tbp FII'ID FonDdafloa 
triH to aerPftl advPrtfaln~. aad will aot 
lnlowln~ly take qnP•ttnaablP ndvprff•ln~. 
But It I• tll.- -readPl"R rPRPnDRiblllty to la
VPRfl~fP. J,lkt' ftD'7' ofbt'r PftPPl'e Wt' Rome
tlmt"R nnwlftiDcr;ly ran 1111 nawortby ad. 
All fliP old •n7'1nll' t:roe•. be ·ol'e 7011 Invest. 
lnv••tl~tel 

TEACHERS NEEDED IN ZAMBIA 

Those who conduct the Christian school 
in Zambiat are in desperate need of three 
more teachers who would be able to begin 
work immediately according to George 
Benson of Searcyt ARK. Teachers are 
needed in Algebrat Geometry and advance 
Algebrat Chemistry and Biology. A man 
and wife combination would be ideal. 
Fresh college graduates or retired teach
ers are fine. A mature Bible teacher is also 
needed. For informationt contact George 
S. Benson, Harding College, Searcy, Ar
kansas 72143. 
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ANNOUNCING. • • 

$4.25 
per copy 

Send for returnable 
sample 

QUANTITY PRICES 
1-49 Copies-$4.25 

50-99 Copies-$3.65 
100 and over-$3.35 

A BRAND NEW 

MASTER HYMNAL 

HYMNS 
OF 

PRAISE 
Just off the press! The newest and most complete gen(!ral 
purpose hymnal ever attempted by our people. 

More songs than any other book- 754 songs-all you will 
ever need. All the old favorites plus about 100 relatively 
new and singable songs. 

COMPILED BY THE FACULTY OF THE FOUN
DATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC. 
EDITED BY REUEL LEMMONS. 

It cost a few cents more than other books, but you will 
find it to be a whole lot better. 

IT'S ALL THE BOOK YOUR CONGREGATION 

WILL EVER NEED 

Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Or Your Book Store 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Add 70¢ for postage on orders under 
$10.00 Over $10.00 add 8% 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 
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THE DOME OF THE ROCK IN J ERUSALEM.- The Dome, a fa miliar 
sight to every visitor t o Israel, is the second most sacred shrine in Islam, 
second only to the Groat Mosque in Mecca. Muslims believe that Mo
hammed ascended to heaven from the rock enclosed in the Dome. 
Recent events in Iran focus attention on the Muslim religio n, and Firm 
Foundation Staff writer B. J. (Bill) Humble begins a three a rticle series 

in this wee k's issue on that subject. See page 4. 
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What's Dying? 

An outstanding gospel preacher called us recently 
fr om half across the continent to express a protest 
against the repeated charges that the church is dying. 
With his denial of the fact we could hardly agree more. 
We get tired of the critical negat ivism, and the dire 
predictions that t he church is swiftly passing from 
the scene. 

We would agree that in many localities the organi
zation is in a state of decay. The institutional church 
grows or withers pretty much depending upon how 
enthusiastic the preacher is, or whether he has a pleas
ing personality and whether the people like to listen 
to him. The growth or demise of the congregation is 
very little affected by how much or how little gospel 
is preached. What we have in too many churches didn't 
grow from the seed of the kingdom anyway. 

But we vehemently deny that the church is dying. 
Divine things don't die; human institutions do. Jesus 
was not mistaken when he pr omised to build his church 
and said that the gates of hell would not prevail 
against it. The institut ional church and the Divine or
ganism ar e not necessarily, and always, the same. 

There is no doubt that what we do may have an ef
fect on whether the church grows or diminishes in a 
community. Nor, is there any doubt t hat the sleepy 
condition and inactivity in the average congregation does 
not present an at tractive or optimistic picture. This 
much of it is our fault, but whether the church dies 
really doesn't depend upon us. 

We believe the world is star ving for the life giving 
gospel as much in this age as in any other . And- please 
pardon us for not saying so-but we do not believe 
the institutional church is today doing a good job at 
all when it comes to preaching the gospel. When we 
become more interested in the talent, the age or t he 
looks of the preacher than we are in the message he 
brings the institutional church ought to die. It is more 
interested in non-preaching than it is in preaching. It is 
more interested in programs and institutional manage
ment than it is in soul saving. If the real legitimacy of 
Christianity lay with the church rather than the gospel 
we would really be in danger . 

It is t he gospel that is the power-the only power
of God unto salvation. Where it is pr eached the chur ch 
will live. God will see to that. The stuff that passes for 
gospel preaching gets by because the church has so 
little real gospel preaching to measure what it hears 
by. The world has abandoned the institutional church 
because it was fed drivel when it wanted bread. 
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The shallowness of the diet upon which the sheep 
are fed is not conducive to robust spiritual health. Even 
when preachers quote the scholars and the lexicons t hey 
simply borrow the imperfect thoughts of other men. 
And they do it to cover the fact that they themselves 
have failed to live with the text until they understand 
it enough to exegete it. The average congregation is 
willing to settle for the pablum of "devotionals" rather 
than to endure the brain pain of thinking through a 
solid exposit ion of scripture. Thus, when an idea is 
presented that is not in harmony with the old rut we 
are accustomed to running in, we immediately write 
off the preacher as a radical and wrong teacher. 

We believe that both the church and the world cry 
f or the ring of truth. Institutional shiboleths lose thei r 
effectiveness, but truth never loses i ts power. The 
gospel is just as fresh and just as powerful as ever. 
And a lost world is just as hungry for it as ever. Pales
tine in the first century was the hardest mission field 
on earth or in history. Yet the gospel flourished there. 
It had not yet been burdened down with tradition. If 
the church today could lay aside every weight and run 
with patience the race set before it we believe the 
world would be even more willing to hear now than 
then. 

The way to set "mission work" forward is to un
clutter it of its institutional trappings and turn it loose. 
The water of life depends for its purity upon its source 
rather than upon the pipe it f lows through. It is the 
gospel alone that is the power of God unto salvation. 
It is t he gospel alone that makes the church. The 
church is renewed every time gospel is preached. The 
church can no more die than the gospel can die. Group 
loyalty is not nearly so important as truth loyalty. 
When the Lord's messenger struggles under the burden 
of the heaven or hell nature of his mission, and is a 
soul-saver rather than a crowd pleaser or an elder 
pleaser, we can have some hope for our world. But not 
until then. 

The local institut ion may depend upon group loyalty 
prod uced by plans and programs, and may grow or die 
depending upon whether they work or please. But the 
church of J esus Christ does not rest upon such a f limsy 
foundation. The star of truth and hope will shine 
through even though the institutional church may be
come lost in the labyrinth. 
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What You Don't Know About Divorce 

In the church today, whenever one or 
both of the partners in a marriage seek 
a divorce or separation, two basic ques
tions generally arise. The first question, 
"What does the Bible say about divorce 
and remarriage?" has 'been answered so 
thoroughly from the classroom, the pulpit, 
and the printed page, that it will not be 
discussed in this article. However, the 
second question, "What should the church 
do with the divorced and/ or separated 
Christian?" has been so overshadowed by 
the first question that it merits our most 
serious concern and consideration. 

This question will be discussed in this 
article by: 

A. Giving the reader some insight into 
what happens when a Christjan goes 
through a separation or divorce. 

B. Determining whether the problem 
diminishes one's effectiveness both 
in and out of the Church. 

C. Suggesting some ways that the 
Church as a body can respond at a 
time when one of its members may 
need it the most. 

Before beginning this discussion, it 
should be understood that this article is 
not an effort to rationalize or reduce the 
seriousness of divorce, but is rather an 
effort to suggest ways in which Chris
tians should face a problem that is pres
ent and growing and which must be dealt 
with in a Christlike manner. 

After all the praying, preaching teach
ing, counselling and listening is over, the 
fact still remains that when a marriage 
ends up in a courtroom, the entire world 
of at least one of those in that courtroom 
is literally falling apart before his/her 
very eyes. All of the things that at one 
time may have seemed so secure and 
clearly understood are suddenly in a state 
of upheaval and uncertainty. The mate 
that you married "for life," the children, 
the house, the job, the social standing, the 
reputation, and peace of mind may be 
vanishing so quickly that most Christians 
find themselves facing the most devastat
ing experience of their entire life. 

Most important of all, one's spiritual 
relationship with God may be the weak
est it has ever ben in the Christian's life, 
when it should be and needs to be at its 
strongest. It is at this point that the 
Christian needs to know that the door to 
the hearts of his brothers and sisters in 
Christ is open, and that they are willing 
to listen, pray, and comfort as only an
other Christian can. In so doing, not only 
do we stand by one another when we need 
it the most, we are showing the world that 
love means more than just a word on a 
page. It is a way of life that is so deep, 
we are even willing to ·bear the burdens 
of one another in need. 

Perhaps the emotional trauma of a 
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divorce or separation can best be re
vealed in the words of one lady as she 
tried to communicate with God: "As I 
used to lay in that bed at night alone, I 
was so twisted and tom that I couldn't 
even find the words to pray to God!" 
Statements like this should be awakening 
us to realize anything powerful enough 
to come betwen us and God is too dan
gerous to be ignored by the other mem
bers of the blood-purchased body of Jesus 
Christ! 

Before, during, and after the divorce, 
the question is often asked, "Can and 
should this person still be used to reach 
the lost?" Although the answer to this 
question may not be simple, because of 
its complexity, and severity of the ques
tion itself, it should be answered in ac
cordance with God's will. 

In the case of a Christian who has 
freely given years of his life to serve 
God and make the marriage work, when it 
fails and the church closes its doors to 
any opportunity to serve, it is seen by 
that Christian as a "punishment" for a 
crime that has not even been committed! ! 
The physical, spiritual, and mental pain 
that is caused when a congregation closes 
its heart to the divorced Christian is 
sometimes worse than the pain of the 
divorce itself. At a time when our brother 
or sister needs the chance to feel wanted, 
useful and loved, a church sometimes says 
in effect, "we don't want you to serve 
and work here anymore." 

WP. should also remember that the 
world notices how we are treating that 
brother or sister. When we say "no" to 
one of our own concerning a place to 
serve and work, we are in effect saying 
to the world, "We don't think that Chris
tian is good enough to serve along with 
the rest of us." Brethren, like it or not, 
a message like that can shut more doors 
and close more hearts than we may be 
able to open in a lifetime of Bible studies 
and gospel meetings. 

Let us also not forget that when a 
Christian is allowed to sit idly by not 
using his God-given talents for the glory 
of Jesus Christ, it is Satan that becomes 
the victor and not the Lord! 

In the case of a Christian who has 
transgressed the law-caused another 
Christian to stumble and may even be 
bringing reproach upon the Lord's body 
-it is certainly not the will of the Lord 
to hold up such a one to the world, as an 
example of how a child of God lives. 
Therefore, some may deem it necessary 
and wise to point out such a one as not 
being in the proper spiritual condition to 
lead others to the church. In such a case, 
the world will see for itself that the Lord's 
body does not "play favorites" not even 
to one of its own. This is as it should be! 

However, let us never make such a deci
sion based upon the fact that this person 
will get, is in the process of, or already 
has gotten a divorce or separation, but 
because this person is not abiding in the 
Word of God. 

Concerning the use of a divorced Chris
tian in a classroom, especially teaching 
the young people, many have often been 
heard to say, "I don't want my child to 
be taught by someone who's marriage has 
failed. What kind of example will that 
leave on their minds?" Friends, the fact 
is, if more of our young people had heard 
from the divorced or separated Christian 
in a classroom five, ten, or twenty years 
ago, we probably wouldn't have such a 
problem with divorce in the Church. If 
an eldership or education director wishes 
to find someone that can tell our young 
people just how serious marriage should 
be taken, they need look no further than 
to a faithful child of God that has lived 
through the pain, suffering, guilt, and 
anxiety of a divorce or separation! For 
the most part, those that have been there 
are ten times more against divorce than 
someone that has never lived through 
seeing a mate sit opposite you in a court 
of law! 

The time has come when congregations 
everywhere need to take a look at how 
it reacts when a Christian is involved in 
a divorce. For example, if Sister A loses 
her husband through death, the church 
can and often does display a show of 
love and concern that is overwhelming. 
However, if Sister B loses her husband 
in a courtroom, our response to that 
tragedy is often less than a display of 
love and concern. And, for a Christian 
man to lose his wife in the same way the 
response from the church is often dup
licated. No matter who or what we once 
were, there is a feeling of suddenly be
coming a second class Christian when the 
marriage has failed. Can we honestly say 
that this is the way our Lord would re
spond to his brother or sister in a time 
of need? Let us therefore realize that in 
the same manner many married Chris
tians want and need a place to serve, so 
does the one that is no longer married. 

As a child of Go~ begins to rebuild a 
life that has changed so dramatically in 
such a short period of time, there must 
be a place in that new life where the 
divorced/ separated Christian will feel 
wanted, loved, and needed with the other 
members of the body of Christ. We have 
lost too many of our brothers and sisters 
to Satan because we as a body have :failed 
to give an open ear, an honest mind, and 
a loving heart when it was needed the 
most. 

Shreveport, Louisiana. 
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The Religion of Iran {1) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

The American criSIS in Iran has continued for many weeks. 
It began in early November when, at the instigation of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, militant "students" seized the American 
embassy in Teheran and took the American employees hostage. 
Serious violence flared in other parts of the Islamic world. 
The Great Mosque in Mecca, holiest shrine in all the Islamic 
world, was seized by Muslim radicals and many hostages were 
taken. The Saudi Arabian Army required a week to recapture 
the Mosque. It is reported that casualties were heavy and that 
the fanatics who desecrated the shrine will all be executed by 
beheading. Muslim mobs have also attacked American installa
tions in Libya, Pakistan, and India. 

The American people have reacted to. this turmoil with frus
tration and anger, even rage, and perplexity. One syndicated 
columnist stated, "An irrationality rarely known in world 
affairs is dominating Iran these days ... Khomeni seems 
madly out of touch with the real world" (Carl Rowan). 

There is no way to understand the turmoil in the Near East 
apart from Islam, the religion of Iran and other nations of 
the Near East. Thus, if Americans are to comprehend these 
frightening events, it is essential that they have some basic 
knowledge of Islam-its origin and spread, its doctrines and 
divisions. 

The Origin of Islam 
Islam was founded by the prophet Mohammed who lived 

570-632 A.D., and thus, Islam is about 600 years younger than 
Christianity. Mohammed was an Arab and was born at Mecca, 
the holy city in western Saudi Arabia. Mohammed became an 
orphan at an early age and was reared by a grandfather and 
uncle. They were prominent in the Qurayah tribe which was 
the guardian of the Kaabah, the great shrine at Mecca, and 
its black stone. 

Mohammed worked as a camel driver as a young man and 
travelled widely through Arabia. The Arab people were poly
theistic in those days, believing in many gods and spirits, and 
Mohammed became concerned about this idolatry and animism. 
When he was twenty-five, Mohammed married a rich widow 
named Khadijah. She gave him wealth and success, and she 
encouraged his religious interests. 

Mohammed studied Judaism and Christianity and was con
vinced there was only one true God, Allah. When he was forty 
years old, he announced that the archangel Gabriel had called 
him and had revealed that Allah had chosen him to be the last 
of the prophets and to preach submission to the will of Allah. 
The name Islam means "submission," and the Muslim or Mos
lem (two variant spellings of the same word) is "one who sub
mits" to the will of Allah. Mohammed's call by Gabriel about 
610 A.D. marked the beginning of his ministry. 

But the Arabs were slow to accept Mohammed's message. His 
first convert was his beloved wife Khadijah, and she gave 
him great support and encouragement. However, after four 
years of preaching, Mohammed had only forty converts. The 
people of Mecca ridiculed the new prophet and clung tenaciously 
to their polytheistic idolatry. 

Then, in 622 A.D. Mohammed fled from Mecca and went to 
Medina. This flight, called the "Hegira" in Muslim history, 
marks the turning point in Mohammed's career and in the history 
of Islam. Indeed, it is so important that the Islamic calendar 
is based on the "Hegira" just as our Christian calendar is 
based on the birth of Jesus. 

Mohammed gained total power in Medina, built the fit:st 
mosque, and instituted the distinctive practices of Islam, such 
as Friday prayer, prostration during prayer, and the call to 
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prayer from the mosque's roof. Next he organized an army, 
attacked neighboring cities and imposed his rule on them. Then, 
in 630, eight years after he had fled from Mecca, Mohammed 
returned with an army of 10,000 men and conquered Mecca. 
He destroyed the city's idols and made its Kaaba the holiest 
shrine in Islam. 

The Kaabah and its venerated black stone had been the 
holiest shrine in Arabia long before the time of Mohammed. 
The Roman historian, Diodorus, mentioned the black stone 
in 60 B.C. According to the Arabs, it was "the black stone 
which fell fom heaven in the days of Adam." This tradition 
leads scholars to believe it was probably a fiery meteor that 
fell into the sands in Arabia. Sometime later a cube-shaped 
building called the Kaabah was erected and the black stone was 
imbedded in one comer of the building. The Muslims believe 
that Abraham came to Mecca with Ishmael on a pilgrimage, 
built the Kaabah, and imbedded the black stone in it. 

Thus, the Kaabah became the most sacred shrine in Islam. 
The Great Mosque of Mecca is built around the Kaabah and 
it is the dream (and duty) of every Muslim to make a pil
grimage to Mecca once during his lifetime. The second most 
sacred shrine in Islam is the Dome of the Rock in J erulsalem, 
for Muslims believe that from the great rock within the Dome 
the prophet ascended to heaven. 

The special holiness of the Kaabah and its centrality in 
Islamic faith help us to understand what a devastating blow 
it was to Islamic people everywhere when fighting broke out 
in the Great Mosque. 

After the rule of Mohammed was established in Mecca, his 
armies fanned out into all parts of Arabia, and at the prophet's 
death two years later in 632 A.D. all Arabia had been united 
under the banner of Islam. 

The Spread of Islam 
After the death of Mohammed Islam spread over vast reaches 

of Africa and Asia, and it was conquest by the sword. When 
the armies of Islam conquered nations that were polytheistic, 
their only alternatives were death or conversion to Islam. The 
people who already believed in one god, Jews and Christians, 
were treated somewhat more generously. 
· The Muslim conquests were swift. The city of Damascus 

fell in 635 A.D., and Jerusalem three years later. Caesarea, 
on the Palestinian coast, and the whole of Egypt were con
quered in 640. The ancient land of Persia (now Iran) was 
conquered between 640 and 650 A.D. 

The armies of Islam were soon in control of all of north 
Africa, crossed the Straits of Gilbraltar, and conquered Spain. 
All· Europe and its Christian civilizations seemed endangered. 
The Islamc armies were threatening Constantinople from the 
east and were poised in Spain to strike from the west. How
ever, in a historic battle fought at Tours in France in 732, 
the Muslim armies were defeated by Charles Martel. The 
battle of Tours must be considered one of the most decisive 
in western history. Had its outcome been different, all Europe 
and America might today be Islamic instead of Christian. 

Even so, within one hundred years of the death of Mohammed, 
Islam had spread all the way from India to Spain and has 
been the dominant religion in that part of the world ever since. 
Today it is estimated that 800,000,000 or 900,000,000 people 
embrace Islam and this makes it second only to Christianity 
in the number of its adherents. 

(Author's Note: "Religion of Iran" (Part 2) will discuss the 
five duties of Islam and the divisions within Islam. Watch for 
it in next week's issue of the Foundation.) 
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Where Are the Porches? 
ROBERT K. OLIVER 

Brother Nick Turner, Jr. touched my heart with his nostalgic 
article in FIRM FOUNDATION of September 25, for I re
member fondly those "knee-slapping, pea-pickin' good-ole-times." 
I still miss them, but I am afraid they are .gone for a long 
time, if not forever. He has also correctly identified a sociolog
ical change typified in this architectural one. 

I don't know where the porches went in Wyoming where 
he writes from, but I think I know what happened to them 
in California. Here they gave way to the "rear-den ;" that 
personal family grotto in the back of the house. It often has 
no window, but if it does, it looks out on a highly fenced 
rear yard. It contains that particular family's shrine; a TV, 
or a pool table, or a stereo, or a library. From there one cannot 
see the front door and the world beyond; hopefully even the 
noise of the street is excluded, the phone and door bell can 
be ignored. It is a carefully contrived refuge (retreat?) from 
the cacophony and confusion of the world beyond, a place of 
"getting away from it all." 

Just as the front porch created (or served?) a particular 
attitude of openness, easy access and acceptance, so the rear
den has a great impact. With this aloneness and self-imposed 
isolation came also great potential loneliness. The price of being 
able to shut the world out at will is that there is no one to 
enter in time of need f There may be absolutely no resources 
to tap in time of illness, death or marital stress. Every Cali
fornia preacher knows the helpless feeling of trying to find 
meaningful words to say to people he meets in a hospital room, 
or after a call from a funeral home. How can people be com
forted who have chosen to exclude everyone? How can the 
preacher be expected to do or say the "right" thing for people 
he does not know, and who unfortunately do not know any
body? 

The front porch offered physical and emotional contact with 
many people: the rear-den demands that the family meet all 
emotional needs. It is a terrific load to place on a tired, resource
less society f Especially when with our furious pace and con
flicting schedules we are almost strangers! And if the precious 
few hours the family has to share this rereat are spent being 
assaulted by the pseudo world of TV with its macho males, 
sexy females and excitingly impossible life styles, who can 
blame the family member who feels cheated by life and opts 
for something else that hopefully will be "better"? 

Just by walking by the front porch an acquaintance could 
begin that might grow into a relationship of discussing life's 
verities and even a Bible study. The rear den is designed to 
prevent this. Reaching them is our challenge. If it seems im
possible, that is only evidence of God's estimation of our 
abilities, since he has promised not to over match us. 

The mass media helps, and reaches some. I am glad to see 
articles in the FIRM FOUNDATION speaking of upgrading 
our efforts in this area. We can learn to speak to the outsider 
in these efforts once we realize the challenge. Why did it take 
us so long to realize we needed to put an ad in the paper or 
a program on the air to speak to the unchurched and not to 

ourselves? But, praise God, we see it now and some great 
things will happen f Despite the personal contact they are 
trying to avoid in the rear-den we can reach some. Door-to
door work is effective: it fills busses, it will set up Bible 
studies, it will bring people to our services. For, just as a child 
who needs extra loving may act very unlovable, lots of people 
who hunger and thirst for human contact are hiding unhappily 
in their rear-den .. But they won't come out, or even invite us 
in, until we ask. 

When we do make contact, it is important we accept them 
as they are, that we be real to them as we ask to share their 
life and for them to share our faith. That's hard to do because 
some of them have acquired a real crazy, mixed up life style 
and value system. But what 'Yould you expect from people 
whose daily mental diet consists of the newspaper and TV? 
If that were all you were exposed to, you would be crazy too! 
But I think of the times Jesus sought, or was sought by, the 
notorious sinners of his day and he responded by saying, 
"Neither do I condemn you." John 3:17 follows hard on John 
3:16, but we sometimes forget it in our haste to be shocked 
or to tell someone off. 

In this "rear-den-world," also containing small apartments 
and modular homes, our "fellowship halls" (how I hate that 
term! It implies there is no fellowship in the class room, audi
torium or vestibule!) are a valuable tool. They provide an 
opportunity for "porch talk" and gatherings of many kinds, 
a place where people can meet in a non-threatening arena 
and a non-structured way: where people can touch other 
human beings and share in real life. It will work if we don't 
organize it to death, but some organization is necessary, so-

Just like those "dear hearts and gentle people" who met on 
the front porch, Jesus also died for the isolated, often alienated, 
sometimes frightened, but always human people who live in 
the rear-dens f Reaching them with the story of God's redeeming 
love in Christ is our challenge. How I pray we can be as 
effective as were his servants in that other, more open day! 

P.O. Box 143, Atwater, Ca. 95301 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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J. C. TOWNSEND 

The prophecies of the Bible are far different from the vague 
and obscure predictions made at such places as Delphi in 
Greece and Siwah in Egypt. The prophecies of the scriptures 
contain details and statements that can be checked and veri
fied. 

A look at what the prophet E zekiel had to say about Tyre in 
Ezekiel 26 is a good example. Tyre was already an old city at 
the time that Jeremiah and Ezekiel lived. Tyre grew in im
portance until she became the mistress of the sea and the 
commercial center of the world. 

When Tyre was at the height of its glory and power, Ezekiel 
predicted that it would be destroyed. He said nations would 
attack it and come against it like the waves of the sea. Its 
walls would be torn down and the dust would be scraped 
from it and cast into the midst of the sea. 

Nebuchadnezzar invaded Phoenicia, Syria, and eventually 
threw his army against the mighty city of Tyre. He concen
trated his efforts against that part which was built on the 
mainland and for thirteen years, from 585-573 B.C., he be
sieged it and tried to tear down its walls. 

After thirteen years, the war engines of N ebuchadnezzar 
succeeded in breaching the walls and the old city on the main
land was captured. This did not mark the end of Tyre because 
her people had taken the precaution to construct a new city on 
an island just a half mile from shor e. 

Nebuchadnezzar went back to Babylon and eventually died. 
The new city of Tyre continued to prosper, while on the main
land, the remains of the old walls stood, its stones and timbers 
scattered everywhere. 

Ezekiel lived and died, other prophets lived and died, and the 
centuries rolled onward. For two hundred and fifty years, this 
proud city continued to expand its influence and commercial ties 
throughout the Mediterranean world. It might have seemed 
to some that Ezekiel uttered empty words when he predicted its 
clownfall. 

But a new power made its appearance on the world scene. 
That great military genius, Alexander the Great, led his mighty 
Macedonian phalanx across the Hellespont in the spring of 
334 B.C., and proceeded to conquer western Asia. He defeated 
Da1·ius at the battle of Issus in 333 B.C. and then marched 
southward towards Egypt. 

Alexander called upon the cities of Phoenicia to surrender 
and most of them did. Sidon opened its gates and then Alexander 
sent envoys to Tyre to negotiate t heir surrender. But Tyre was 
contemptuous of Alexander's army and murdered the envoys 
which wer e sent to demand their submission. 
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The great Persian fleet was a threat to Alexander so he 
decided to seal off the port cities along the coast of Asia 
Minor and deny their u se to the Persian navy. An a ncient 
fleet was helpless if all its ports were closed and they were 
not able to get into any of them. So Alexander conquered them 
one by one until finally only Tyre remained. Confident and 
f eeling absolutely secure in their rock ribbed island bastion, 
they laughed at Alexander. 

This made him furious and he resolved to conquer it. He 
and his brilliant engineer, Diades, decided to fill the deep chan
nel and build a causeway all the way out to the island city. It 
was a tremendous undertaking but one they were willing to 
attempt. They started this operation in January of 332 B.C. 

Thousands of inhabitants from the neighboring villages were 
pressed into service and they began to drag everything they 
could find and cast it into the sea. The old city was leveled, 
the walls that still stood were torn down, and all the rocks 
were thrown into the channel. Then they gathered the sand 
and the dirt into large sacks and cast these into the sea. They 
literally scraped the dust of the city until it was clean just 
as the prophet Ezekiel predicted. 

Logs were brought out of the forests of Lebanon and rock 
quarries were dug in the surrounding hills to provide materials 
for this highway to Tyre. It is said that Alexander the Great 
carried stones on his back to help make this operation a success. 

Compare all this with what the prophet Ezekiel said in 
Ezekiel 26:12, 

And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a 
prey of thy merchandise ; and they shall break down thy 
walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses ; and they shall lay 
thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in t he midst of 
the waters. 

Two and a half centuries after the prophecy was utter ed by 
God's inspired spokesman, it was litera lly and completely ful
filled. After many difficulties, Alexander stormed the city in 
July of 332 B.C. and it was conquered. He killed all the male 
inhabitants and sold the women and children into slavery. 

But note something else that the prophet said, "It will be 
built no more." This also has been fulfilled as it r emains today 
nothing more than a small village where fishermen spread 
their nets. About 2,500 years have come and gone and there 
is the old city of T yre, still virtually uninhabited. 

What a testimony to the inspiration of the Bible! It stands 
forth as the Book of books, the word of the true a nd living 
God. 

1465 Checkley Blvd., Orangeburg, S.C. 29115 
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An Outline of the Restoration Principle in Church History (4) 
(Three installments have preceded this 
one. The reader should first review what 
was written in the last three Firm Foun
dations before pursuing this page) 

The Civil War The tensions of the 
civil war show us some little known 
facts. Especially in the South, Christian 
pacifism was quite strong in the churches 
of the Restoration. Such leaders as Alex
ander Campbell, Moses Lard, Robert Milli
gan, Barton Stone, David Lipscomb, to 
name only a few, were at least "peace 
advocates," if not "conscientious objec
tors." Thus many of the Southern Chris
tians refused active participation in the 
war, while there was a more militant 
spirit among the Northern churches. The 
eldest son of Alexander Campbell fought 
in the Confederate cavalry (one of Camp
bell's daughters was active in the "under
ground railway"); T. W. Caskey of Texas 
was known as the "fighting parson"; etc. 
In the North, Isaac Errett became a chap
lain in the Union Army. James A. Gar
field, at first a pacifist, joined the Union 
Army and came out of the war a general. 
The Forty-second Ohio Regiment, which 
he commanded, was said to be almost all 
Disciples. He made recruiting speeches on 
the steps of many Christian churches in 
northern Ohio, where antislavery senti
ment was strong. At the same time, J. W. 
McGarvey in Kentucky refused to take 
sides in the war, and waited it out while 
completing his Commentary on Acts. 
James A. Garfield went on to be elected 
President of the United States in 1880, 
only to be assassinated by a disappointed 
office seeker. 

Although the church did not split over 
the Civil War, the seeds of disunity were 
sown, which would finally result in a 
cleavage into three separate groups. The 
Movement which preached unity would 
begin practicing division. 

The Music Question This ·was really a 
symptom rather than a cause. The issue of 
musical instruments in worship began to 
be agitated as early as 1851, and became 
especially tense from about 1860 on. How
ever, the churches of the Restoration 
Movement continued nearly half a cen
tury before the division between them 
became official. R. B. Neal wrote in the 
Gospel Advocate, November 6, 1889: "I 
may make a test of congregational worship 
with a church using the organ in worship, 
but they be brethren, and not for my right 
arm would I teach men to make it a test of 
Christian fellowship." During these years, 
a congregation was free to either use or 
reject the instrument, and to either accept 
or reject the Missionary Society. They 
were separated over this, but not di
vided. There is an important difference 
between "non" and "anti." 

Daniel Sommer Born in 1850, raised in 
deep poverty, educated at Bethany Col
lege, Daniel Sommer was in many ways 
the equal of Moses Lard. Like Lard, he 
was a "prophet of radicalism, literalism 
and conservatism." History shows him to 
have been one of the great men of the 
past, but he had a few serious "blind 
spots," and he and his children helped 
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produce the division of 1907. He was a god
ly man, one who loved the Lord! F. D. 
Kershner said of him: "Notwithstanding 
his rather extreme theological views, 
Daniel Sommer was one of the most tol
erant and fair-minded men we have ever 
known. He ·had the Christian spirit in his 
method of dealing with people with whom 
he disagreed." His greatest emphasis was 
on the necessity of Christian living. His 
greatest influence was through the "Amer
ican Christian Review," of which he was 
editor, publisher, and chief writer. But his 
"rigorism" produced the religious climate 
which in turn produced the Sand Creek 
Declaration, August 17, 1889. (Someone 
has wryly said that our movement has no 
"Bishops," but instead has "Editors.") 
Daniel Sommer exerted almost as much 
influence on the churches of the North, 
as did David Lipscomb on the churches of 
the South. 

The Sand Creek Declaration The ques
tion had been discussed many times about 
drawing a line of demarkation between the 
"Churches of Christ" (as the non-instru
ment churches began calling themselves) 
and the rest of the brotherhood. (Remem
ber that until 1907, Churches of Christ, 
Christian Churches, and Disciples of 
Christ were different names for the same 
group.) But at the Sand Creek Church, 
Shelby County, Illinois, on August 17, 
1889, a Declaration was drawn up which 
in effect excommunicated all who sup
ported instrumental music and/or mis
sionary societies. This was presented as 
a doctrinal matter (and of course it is). 
Yet if it had not been for the Civil War, 
such a thing would probably have never 
happened. (The "Sand Creek Declaration" 
is given in full in William E. Walla~e's 
book, "Daniel Sommer.") 

David Lipscomb This man, more than 
any other, was the reason that the South 
belongs to the Churches of Christ, not to 
the Disciples. He became the editor of the 
Gospel Advocate in 1866, and for many 
years was the defacto leader of the 
Churches of Christ. He was a "moderate," 
and if "hot heads" on both sides had not 
forced him into taking a stand, he would 
have continued to oppose the division. J. 
C. McQuiddy wrote in the Gospel Advocate 
paper: "The Sand Creek manifesto was 
manifest folly and the Advocate emphat
ically denies any sympathy with Sommer
ism-whatever that is-San Creekism, 
sandlotism, Standardism, or any other par
tyism in religion. The Advocate is for 
Christ and his church (chosen ones) and is 
in ardent sympathy with all those who are 
drawing their life from him who is the 
true vine. . . . " But in a letter of reply to 
the United States Census Bureau in June 
of 1907, Lipscomb made it plain that the 
Churches of Christ no longer had any 
connection with the Christian Church/ 
Disciples of Christ. Both sides paid a high 
price for this division! 

Centennial, Pittsburgh, 1909 This was 
to be a celebration of our "Restoration 
Movement" honoring its one-hundredth 

birthday. Some 208,000 letters were 
mailed, a million copies of twenty-three 
leaflets and tracts were distributed, and 
the secular press joined in the publicity 
for this event which was taking place in 
Western Pennyslvania. Long before Oc
tober 11, 1909, great crowds of people 
began arriving in Pittsburgh. Every hotel 
room and tourist home was used to house 
this mass meeting. The Kansas City dele
gation chartered a train for the trip and 
leased the entire Schenley Hotel as their 
headquarters. The auditorium of Carnegie 
Hall proved too small, and simultaneous 
programs were provided in nearby 
churches and with outdoor meetings in 
Duquesne Garden, Luna Park, and Forbes 
Field. Two hundred and fifty churches of 
all denominations opened their pulpits to 
leading Restoration preachers on the 
Lord's Day. The closing Communion ser
vice in Forbes Field drew twenty thousand 
persons in a three-tiered grandstand. 
Thousands more filled the bleachers and 
stood on the ball field to remember the 
death and suffering of their Savior. A 
smaller number of persons from the 
Churches of Christ participated in this 
Centennial, notably J. W. McGarvey (who 
was in his eightieth year), Dr. Kromer C. 
Ice, M.D. (the grandfather of this writer), 
and F. L. Rowe of the Christian Leader 
paper. (In some areas of the North, fel
lowship was never completely broken off.) 

Further Division With the departure 
of the conservatives in the Churches of 
Christ, the liberals were left in control of 
the Disciples. McGarvey, that great schol
ar (who held membership in both groups) 
used his influence in a conservative way. 
But as Murch says: "It is small wonder 
that at the death of McGarvey (1911) and 
others of the 'old school' at Lexington, the 
liberals moved in for 'the kill.'" This 
caused the "Christian Standard paper to 
lead a movement back to Restoration 
ideals. We see once again the conservative 
element organizing their own congrega
tions where they feel they can honor 
Christ. There was again separation, but 
not division. But in 1927, a call was is
sued for a "North American Convention" 
to be held October 12-16 at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. This in effect turned the separa
tion into division. These churches call 
themselves "churches of Christ" or (In
dependent) "Christian Churches," and are 
sometimes known as "Conservative Chris
tian Churches." Some of them are very 
close to our own practices, while others 
have been strongly influenced by the "Old 
Time Religion" ethos seen in certain Bap
tist groups. 

THREE MAINSTREAMS The Move
ment that was to have destroyed disunity 
now finds itself fractured into three main
stream groups plus numerous splinters of 
varying sizes. To the "right," each justifies 
their separation on the basis of "purity 
in doctrine." To the "left," each justifies 
their separation on the basis of such things 
as freedom, activity, social concern, etc. 
Each have gone their own way, developed 
their own forms and practices, formulated 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Little Things That Mean a Loti JOHN HUDSON TINER 

Jerry Williams carried a small metal 
box to school. He had made the box himself 
and sealed it closed. Nine small, colored 
light bulbs built. into the top flashed on 
and off. The box had no other features 
except for the lights. There wasn't even 
a switch to shut off the flashing bulbs. 

Several of his classmates gathered 
around the mysterious box. They watched 
the lights flash and tried to discover its 
purpose. 

41It's some sort of clock," Davy ven
tured. 

Frank timed the flashes. "No," he de
cided. "The lights don't blink regularly 
enough to measure time." 

Jill put the metal box to her ear. She 
listened for a moment and returned it to 
Jerry. "It doesn't make a noise. What does 
it do?" she asked. 

Jerry said, "It's a do-nothing box. 
There's a battery sealed inside. The bat
tery powers the bulbs which flash on and 
off at random." 

"And that's all it does?" the girl asked. 
"That's all it does. The bulbs will flash 

for a year-until the battery runs down." 
A do-nothing box! You've seen people 

like that. They attract a lot of attention 
but when it's all over they've not accom
plished much. 

Many people new to Christ want to do 
great things in his name. When they fall 
short of what they think are great things, 
they despair of ever doing anything for 
Christ. But this is a mistaken idea. Little 
things show commitment to Christ, and 
they are within our ability. 

Little things do make a difference! An 
art student had completed an oil painting 
of a house, but the building looked cold 
and lifeless. He explained to his art teach
er, "I wanted to show the building full 
of life, but I can't seem to accomplish 
that." 

The teacher took a brush and added a 
dab of white to the windows for curtains, 

What Ever Happened? 
What ever happened to the old 

fashioned church business meeting? It 
seems that they are all but extinct. I think 
I have sat through some that accomplished 
no visible good and maybe even did some 
harm. About all that some have done is 
put people to sleep-both physically and 
spiritually. But the fact that a tool has 
been misused doesn't mean that we should 
throw away the tool. We don't refuse to 
buy another car because we once got hold 
of a "lemon." Have we lost something 
good or laid aside a scriptural pattern? 
In Acts 15:22 we read, ''Then it pleased 
the aposltes and elders, with the whole 
church, to send· chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and Barna
bas." We find the same principle in other 
passages of scripture. 

Through the years I have seen young 
men, childless men, bachelors, widowers, 
and others, who either could not or elected 
not to serve as elders or deacons, come 
and go. Some of them were either laid on 
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dusty blue smoke drifting from the chim
ney, and a dot of red for a rubber ball left 
at the side of the yard. 

These were little details, but they 
changed the house from a lifeless building 
into a home with a family inside. 

Little things? Consider the wasp which 
weighs less than one-twentieth of an 
ounce. When it stung the driver of an 
automobile, the car careened across the 
street. The driver tried to recover but 
couldn't. His automobile slammed into a 
parked car. The driver wasn't seriously in
jured, but the crash totaled out both auto
mobiles. The tiny wasp destroyed two cars, 
each weighing more than three thousand 
pounds! 

It's the little things which show that our 
goal is serving Christ. A bumper sticker 
may say "God Is Love," but unless the 
driver is courteous, he accomplishes 
nothing. A student may talk about the 
importance of every person's soul on Sun
day, but if he fails to put these words into 
action on Monday by being friendly to the 
new student, his statements mean nothing. 

Little things. At a crowded cafeteria 
table would you make room for another 
person to sit by you? During class change, 
when the halls are packed, a student trips 
and his books spread across the corridor. 
Would you stop to help him retrieve them? 
A classmate misses a week of school and 
needs help making up his homework. 
Would you be happy to help? 

In James, the Bible says that a small 
bit turns the horse, and a ship driven by 
fierce winds is controlled by a small rud
der, and the smallest spark kindles a great 
fire. 

You wouldn't expect to drive a nail with 
a single blow, nor expect to win a soul 
with a single word. Little things always 
count-especially if they are done often 
enough! 
P.O. Box 38, House Springs, Missouri 
63051 

F. AVERYT RIX 

the shelf or left on the sidelines rather 
than being put to use in the organized 
work of the church, even though they 
were among the most able and dedicated 
members of the Lord's body. I have seen 
too much brain power go to waste. On the 
other hand, some of the best suggestions 
that I have ever heard, and some of the 
greatest works that I have seen, have 
come from men who were neither elders, 
deacons, nor Bible school teachers. 
Some of the most provocative and fruitful 
ideas germinate in the minds of Christian 
women. But if an elder does not happen to 
be present when they are voiced, too many 
times they are lost forever. 

It can be argued, of course, that if such 
people have a worthwhile idea let them 
communicate it to an elder privately. Some 
wiii; some do. Others, however, are not 
so constituted but can and will function 
comfortably if made to feel that they are a 
part of the whole ch·urch. General meet-

(Continued on page 12) 

Two or Three 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

It was Jesus Who said, "For where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them" 
(Matt. 18 :20). So often we seem to forget 
that we do not have to be two or three 
thousand in number in order for Jesus to 
be among us. Jesus said "two or three." No 
doubt one of the reasons for Jesus saying 
this would be to encourage the small num
ber during times of hardship and persecu
tion to be faithful in observing the Lord's 
Day or any day when they met, however 
small, to pour out their hearts before God. 
They would need the vital strength which 
alone can come from being together in 
Jesus' name. 

The very fact that Jesus has promised 
to be among us should be a source of 
great joy and encouragement. Many have 
come from the smaller congregations and 
do not know a great deal about the very 
large congregations. There is something 
about the unity which exists among the 
smaller churches which may often be lack
ing in the larger gatherings. We may feel 
closer to one another, and sometimes much 
closer to the Lord Himself. During the 
days of persecution in the early church 
there were but a few faithful Christians 
who had to seek out others in order to con
duct a service of worship, and yet Jesus 
says. "Do not fret; do the best you can. 
I have promised to be with you regardless 
of how few." 

Now, this should not encourage us to 
want to remain small in number, but does 
speak to those faithful and laboring souls 
who will come through a blizzard on both 
knees because the church means so much 
to them, and they wish to experience that 
sincere, heart-felt worship the spark of 
which may be kindled in an audience of 
any size. It is not the quantity Jesus is 
concerned about, but the quality. He wants 
to assure us that it is he who walks 
among the golden candlesticks who also 
walks among all the churches, all sizes 
ali conditions. ' 

Think what it must have been like in 
the days of the disciples to have Jesus with 
them in the flesh. No, we have never seen 
Jesus in person as did they; but Jesus has 
promised his presence wherever and 
whenever his chosen ones meet. This says 
much. This tells us that the church for 
which h~ died (Acts 20 :28), may always 
expect h1s presence. Do we love the Lord? 
Do we care for the children of God every
where throughout the world? In a word, 
do we love the brotherhood? Let us move 
into the deeper things of God and rejoice 
with David who said, "I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord" (Psalm 122:1). The salt of 
the earth and the light of the world must 
ever be vigilant, for Jesus lives among 
his precious redeemed! 
Westside Church of Christ, 1404 Main, 
Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 22, 1980 



Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

In the study of the Bible, there is no 
substitute for daily Bible readings. 

Bro. T. Pierce Brown, of 1911 Linden 
Rd., Winter Park, Florida, gives us some 
excellent information this week concern-

Daily Bible Reading 

ing the reading of the Bible, and the win
ning of souls. 

Bro. Brown's suggestions and ideas are 
very good, and we thank him.-Leonard 
Mullens, P.O. Box 3927, Corpus Christi, 
Texas 7 8404. 

T. PIERCE BROWN 

verses, and selected devotional verses. We 
asked every family to take one or more 
and every teacher to urge their use in as
signing class work and emphasizing daily 
Bible readings. We urge every elder, 
preacher, educational director, and others 
interested in the spiritual growth of the 
members to prepare such a calendar, urg
ing every member to become daily Bible 
readers. We are trying another technique 
that may be of some value to you. On Sun
day evenings, we are using sermon sub
jects from one of the high points in the 
previous week's readings, either in the 

New or Old Testaments. In this way, we 
not only keep automatically emphasizing 
the importance of daily Bible reading and 
memory work, we have some assurance 
that a number of persons in the congre
gation will have immediate familiarity 
with the story or text each week. 

It is our conviction that we could "turn 
the world upside down" if we could get 
every congregation of God's people inter
ested in reading the same scriptures each 
day, memorizing the same verses, and 
thinking toward some of the same goals of 
winning souls to Christ. 

I am already in the process of prepar
ing a calendar for next year. It will con
sist of another kind of chart for Personal 
Evangelism-Home Bible Study, and a 
daily Bible reading schedule, with chosen 
memory verses for every day. If you want 
to prepare your own, let us know, and we 
will either send you a sample of the old 
one (as long as we have any left) or the 
preparation for the 1980 one when we 
have done the basic work. 

Why don't YOU get something like this 
going where YOU are, and DO WHAT 
YOU CAN, WHERE YOU ARE, WITH 
WHAT YOU HAVE? 

During the last decade, we have had a 
spate of articles on "How To-" do this or 
that. I am not opposed to that as I have 
written some of them. It is true that all the 
factual knowledge in the world will not 
help much unless one knows how to put 
it into practice. Nevertheless we have 
noted in the past 25 years of conducting 
teacher-training and personal evangelism 
courses that many times the students 
seemed overly concerned with the HOW 
rather than with the WHAT. Too many 
times we want a push-button solution to 
teaching or soul-winning-some gimmick 
or gadget that will get the job done with
out any work. It is our judgment that in 
ANY successful effort to win a soul to 
Christ or to edify the church, the HOW 
and the WHAT must go together; but un
less the PRIMARY EMPHASIS is on the 
WHAT, there will be shallow teaching, 
and little real commitment to the Lord. 

A New School of Preaching? J. B. MYERS 

It has been our observation that with 
all the visual aids, the puppets, the tech
niques, the gimmicks, and promotional 
methods (all of which I am for, and some 
of which I invented), we often turn out 
students from twelve years in Bible school 
who know less about the Bible when they 
go away to a Christian college than their 
counterparts in denominational churches. 
One can not learn God's Word by os
mosis! 

Paul said to Timothy, "Study to show 
yourself approved unto God-" and al
though I am sure that the word "study" 
means far more than we normally mean 
by "study" (meditate on or about a sub
ject) it is still true that one of the ways 
to learn the Bible is to read it and mem
orize it. There were many times in the Air 
Force in the 1940's when the memory of 
some passage from God's Word kept me 
from some evil. We have heard (and used) 
arguments against "learning by rote" and 
"merely" memorizing scriptures. We have 
also heard from denominational ·friends 
about "merely" being baptized. Doubtless 
there have been persons who have been 
"merely" baptized. But surely none of us 
would therefore assume that there is no 
value in scriptural baptism. Neither should 
we ASSUME that simply because a person 
can memorize a passage without its being 
meaningful to him that there is no value in 
memorizing scripture. 

The awareness of that led me to pre
pare a calendar for daily Bible readings 
and memory work. Brother J. T. Bristow 
gave me permission to use his charts on 
the upper part of the calendar, so there 
are fourteen charts on GOD'S PLAN OF 
REDEMPTION, and 12 months with sug
gested daily Bible readings, daily memory 

Several years ago I had an interesting 
discussion with an older preacher about 
preaching. I asked him what he thought 
of a certain well-known preacher. He re
plied, "He is of the new school of preach
ing." Is there a new school of preaching 
developing among us? To answer this, let 
us consider what is going on in the de
nominational world. 

In his chapter on "The Preacher and 
God's Word" (Tize Foundation of Biblical 
Authority, edited by James Montgomery 
Boice, 1978), James Montgomery Boice la
ments the decline of preaching among 
evangelicals. Mr. Boice believes the decline' 
in preaching is the effect of a prior decline 
in belief of the authority and inerrancy 
of the Bible. By a decline in preaching, 
Boice is referring to a lack of great ex
pository or Bible preaching. "And one 
cannot imagine a work like Clarence Ma
cartney's Preaching Without Notes at
tracting anywhere near the degree of at
tention in the seventies as it attracted just 
thirty years ago. Clearly the attention of 
a great majority of ministers is being di
t·ected away from expository preaching to 
other concerns" (p. 124). The difference 
between much of the preaching today and 
that of thirty years ago has been noted 
by many of our older preachers. Perhaps 
there is more than just style involved. 
There is a big difference between a 
preacher who begins with "God says ... " 
and one who says "It seems to me ... " 

Boice makes several points about the 
decline of preaching that we would do well 
to consider. A loss of confidence in the 
existence of a sure word of God is the first 
point Boice makes. This loss of confidence 
is due to a failure to accept the Bible as 
the authoritative and inerrant word of 
God. There is a crucial connection between 
a belief in Biblical inerrancy and authori
tative preaching. "It is hard to miss the 
connection between belief in the inerrancy 

of Scripture issuing in a commitment to 
expound it faithfully, on the one hand, and 
a loss of this belief coupled to an in
ability to give forth a certain sound, on 
the other" (p. 126). The loss of confi
dence in the authority of the Bible does 
not result only from an explicit rejection 
of inerrancy or Biblical authority. Im
plicitly, the scriptures are rejected as in
errant and authoritative when they are 
diluted, compromised, omitted, or weak
ened in any way. Especially is this true of 
those who deny that we can know the 
truth of the Bible. The lack of confidence 
exhibited by many in the pulpit today is 
far different from that which character
ized New Testament preaching ( cf. Acts 
4:13; 13:46). 

Second, empha.r;is on subjective experi
ences is listed by Boice as having con
tributed to the decline of preaching. This 
is an interesting observation coming from 
a denominational preacher. Yet, while the 
denominations see the need to correct this 
problem, we seem to be oblivious to our 
own decline in Bible preaching. We are 
not talking about mere style. We are talk
ing about content. Of the 20 verses of 
Peter's sermon in Acts 2:14-36, 13 are 
citations of Scripture. Paul, in preaching 
about the resurrection in Acts 13 quotes 
three texts from the Old Testament in 
rapid sequence: Psalm 2:7 (v. 33), Isaiah 
55:3 (v. 34), and Psalm 16:10 (v. 35). 
Boice notes that "preaching that is pat
terned on the preaching of the apostles 
and other early witnesses will always be 
Biblical in the sense that the very words 
of the Bible will be the preacher's 
text ... " (p. 133-34). 

Finally, a preoccupation with linguistic 
and textual problems is given as a reason 
for the decline of preaching. The Biblical 
languages should not be an end in them-

( Continued on page 12) 
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ANe.rDate 
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19-22 

"he brought him to JESUS" 

RICHMOND, VA. 

Air-Conditioned 
Facilities 

UNIVERSITY of 

RICHMOND 

Under the elders of the Colonial Heights, Va. church 

John 1:42 

* Stirring lessons that take a 
fresh look at the life of Jesus 

* practical classes on how 
to bring someone to Jesus 
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D I am interested in air conditioned dormitory 
rates. 
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Colon1al He1ghts. Va 23834 

Or phone: 
(804 )526-5286 
(804) 748·0846 



AN OUTLINE OF THE RESTORATION 
PRINCIPLE I N CHURCH HISTORY (4) 

(Continued from page 7) 

their own vocabularies, and set up their 
own educational systems. Murch (who 
himself belonged to what he called "the 
conservative center") identifies the groups 
as : 1) The L egalistic Right Wing 
(Churches of Christ): "Biblical exclusiv
ists, who while accepting the Holy Scrip
tures as authoritative and normative, on 
the basis of a literalistic interpretation of 
the Scriptures, refused to have f ellowship 
with those with whom they disagreed." 
2) The Conservative Centc1· (church of 
Christ/Christian Church): "Biblical in
clusivists who accepted the Holy Scrip
tures as authoritative and normative and 
sought communication with all Chris
tians." 3) The Libeml Left Wing (Chris
t ian Chut·ches/ Disciples of Christ): "Who 
are non-Biblical inclusivists who rejected 
the Holy Scriptures as authoritative and 
normative and were prepared to accept a 
non-Biblical basis for an ecumenical 
church." (These are only general state
ments . Individual congregations of each 
group vary widely. Some of Murch's "cen
trist" churches are extremely exclusivist. 
Many Churches of Christ are " Biblical in
clus ivists." Even though we consider the 
Disciples to be ext reme liberals, some are 
quite strongly Bible-based. Yet the long 
period of separation has made us strang
e1·s to each other. I f the "issues" were 
settled, prejudice and "vested interests" 
would tend to perpetuate the disunity. 

CHRIST-ON-THE-CROSS Unity can 
only come through our relat ionship TO 
and THROUGH Christ-on-the-cross! 
Unity in opinion is of course not possible 
(without an unchristian amount of "brain
washing"). Unity in doctrine (but not in 
infenences) is necessaTy, but can only 
come through our oneness in Christ-on
the-cross! The most serious problem fac
ing both the Churches of Christ and the 
church of Christ/ Christian· Church-is 
that of the New Fundamentalism. This is 
a radical-conservative element. It brags of 
"old time religion" and "old-fashioned 
churches," and fights to retain the tradi
tion (not the gospel) of yesteryear. It is 
rooted in the immediate past, rather than 
being rooted in the Christianity of the 
Apostles. The results of this are : 1) The 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ElDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
786ll. 

authority of the Bible is in effect replaced 
by human tradition. 2) Baptism is di
vorced from Christ-on-the-cross. This has 
the effect of downgrading the sacrificial 
death of God the Son. 3) The concept of 
an undenominational church is in effect 
wiped out, and the s in of division is justi
fied and praised. 4 ) A "doctrine of cheap 
grace" evolves which eventually sees 
gnwe as a clever way to get around God's 
righteous demands, and aks, "How can 
God please me?" (These a re of course gen
eral statements. They were documented 
in a previous article.) Monroe E. Hawley 
has some interesting things to say about 
t he solution of these problems in his book: 
"Redigging The Wells," Quality Publica
tions, 1976. 

PRESENT TRUTH God does not grant 
"patents" on the idea of restoring New 
Testament Christianity. There have been 
hundreds of such movements in the past, 
and there will be more in the future. A 
good example is a movement begun in Aus
tralia a few years ago, as some men began 
to raise the issue of a return to the 
"Christ of the gospel and the gospel of 
Christ." They do not speak our "vocabu
lary" nor sound our "shibboleths." Yet 
there a r e vet·y strong s imilari t ies between 
the "New Reformation F ellowship" (as 
they call themselves) and the earlier work 
of Campbell and Stone in the early 1800's. 
Because they are searching for TRUTH 
they sometimes say conflicting things. Be
cause of their reverence for the Scrip
tures, it may be that God will use them. 
Only time will tell. They publish a Present 
Truth magazine (no connection with 
Armstrong) from P. 0. Box 1311, Fall
brook, CA 92028. They arc not a denomi
nation, neither do they want to be! They 

are ~utting across "party lines," and 
speakmg to groups of people we ignore. 
In other parts of the world other restora
tion "movements" are beginning to stir. 
Hope may well lie with the future rather 
than with the past. End of series. 
1206 Cayuga, Ithaca , N.Y. 14850 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES) CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 

The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics discussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

r------~~;;~-;~~-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

CHURCH PEWS 
At prices you can afford. 

Oomrfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us fOT free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texns 76059 
Phone 817-645-0203 I .,_..-·-·-a- - _a_._..-~- -·-·-·-·-·-·-- -·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1978 bound volume of the 
I.<'irm Foundnstion will be au addition to your library that will increase in 
va.lue every year, 816 pages of history of what hwpvened and w!hat was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get 
yours while they are availa<ble. Price $10.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1977 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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WHAT EVER HAPPENED? 
(Continued from page 8 ) 

ings will not "get out of hand" i~ _the ap
pointed church leaders are qualtf1ed and 
capable. Good g round rules and pro
cedures are helpful. Carefully prepared 
agenda and orderly time sch edules are 
necessary, but the meeting should never 
be a prefabricated "railroad job." Without 
some flexibili ty and a genu ine desire for 
a mutual exchange and development of 
spiritual thoughts, ways, and means, the 
plan will soon crumble and fall under its 
own weight. 

There is another value in general meet
ings. Not one of us can think of every 
facet of every problem. Every one of us 
will think more clearly and reach g reater 
heigh ts if forced to look at the other side 
of the coin. A superior plan and a su
perior work will result. Mutual considera
tion and discussion, by every one who is 
interested, of long-term or complex plans 
and objectives are invaluable, if not ma n
datory. Let us remember such scriptures 
as Acts 15 :22-also Eph. 4:15-16, "But 
speaking t he truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ: from whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, accord
ing to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love." 
3815 Ovid St., Dallas, Texas 75224 

A NEW SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG ? 
(Continued from page 9) 

selves. As a requirement for a graduate 
course, I once read t he book of Hebrews 
in Greek. After spending hours memoriz
ing all the Greek words and studying the 
difficult grammatical constructions, I 
realized that I was not learning the mes
sage and content of the book. I had be
come preoccupied with style, g rammar, 
and word meanings. Likewise, it is easy to 
get lost in all the theories of higher Cl;t
icism. When preachers begin to sit in 
judgment on God's word (rather than 
under it), it will definitely have an effect 
on their preaching. 

The new school of preaching is indeed 
a decline of preaching. The church must 
be extremely vigilant in this matter. 
Every sermon should reflect the theme 
that the Bible is God's word to man-not 
man's word about God. Vigilance is re
quired beca use a departure from a f irm 
belief in the inerrancy and authority of 
the Bible w ill not always be apparent. As 
Boice rightly noted, "On the contrary, they 
often speak of the authority of the Bible 
most loudly when they are abandoning the 
inerrancy position" (p. 125). If we are not 
satisfied with the warnings of many of 
our older preacher s, let us at least examine 
closely what is happening in t he denomi
national world. 
P . 0. Box 314, Sulphur Springs, Texas 

Dan J. Ottinger, 4504 Granny White 
Pike, Nashville, Tennessee 37204, Novem
ber 25, 1979: Today I preached at Beershe
ba Springs. I once served them each Lord's 
Day. It was the 51st anniversary of my 
pulpit ministry. 

12 [60] 

BIBLE SOCIETIES SHIP 10,000 
BIBLES TO CUBA 

A shipment of 10,000 Bibles from the 
United Bible Societies has arrived in 
Cuba with the full approval of the govern
ment of Premier Fidel Castro, the Ameri
can Bible Society announced today. 

The importation permit was granted 
by the Cuban government th is summer to 
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba. 

The Council chose the new "popular 
vers ion" Bible, entitled "Dios Habla Hoy" 
-God Speaks Today-because it so clearly 
conveys the Bible message in the everyday 
Spanish spoken by millions of people in 
Cuba and other Spanish-speaking coun
tries. 

GUILDS RETURN.TO 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

J anuary 26, 1980 Claude & Sammie 
Guild, Tigard, Oregon, will begin a three 
months tour of meetings in S.E. Asia. 
They will visit Singapore and conduct six 
meetings in I ndia. 

T hey will be in Australia during March 
with meetings in Toowoomba, Holland 
Park and Wynnum, Brisbane and Sydney, 
where I van Stewart will have just con
cluded a seminar. April will find them in 
a campaign in Launceston, Tasmania and 
a meeting in Suva, Fij i islands. 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thri fty 
Co ngregation or Christian School 

P lease write or call for free cata log. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Dx 8300 
\ Vnco, Texns 76710 

Ed Wilson 
(817) 77Z-1104 

A Church-wide Plan To 

Clean 
Up TV 

Involving thousands of Churches of Christ nation· wide 
Is now being organized. Over 1.200 congr3gations are 
already definitely committed to take part and the list Is 
growing daily. The plan is to create a tidal wave of 
opposition to immoral programming by having all of us 
everywhere to refuse to buy the products of the same 
three offending sponsors at the same time. Our goal is 
one million signatures and already requests have been 
received for over 250.000 cards to be signed. 
For Free Information. Write: 

TV CAMPAIGN. Joelton Church of Christ 
P. 0 . Box 218·F. Joelton. TN 37080 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation ? 
A DISCUSSION BETWEEN JERRY MOFFITT AND TOMMY JENKINS 
Over 150 Biblical arguments are examined in this discussion. A very com
plete handbook on the subject of Baptism, presented in a concise and 
logical way. Complete with charts and diagrams. You can use it, or you 
can hand it to a friend. 90 pages paper bound. You will appreciate this 
Sword Sharpener. 

Price $2.25 
Add 70¢ postage, 5% Sales 
T a.x i11 Texas 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION PUB. HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

For less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 
0 2 Years- $19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Fi rm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Fi rm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bil l me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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ANNOUNCING . • • 

$4.25 
per copy 

Send for returnable 
sample 

QUANTITY PRICES 
1-49 Copies-$4.25 

50·99 Copies-$3.65 
100 and over-$3.35 

A BRAND NEW 

MASTER HYMNAL 

HYMNS 
OF 

PRAISE 
Just off the press! The newest and most complete genC"!ral 
purpose hymnal ever attempted by our people. 

More so12gs than any other book-754 songS-all you will 
ever need. All the old favorites plus about 100 relatively 
new and singable songs. 

COMPILED BY THE FACULTY OF THE FOUN
DATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC. 
EDITED BY REUEL LEMMONS. 

It cost a few cents more than other books, but you will 
find it to be a whole lot better. 

IT'S ALL THE BOOK YOUR CONGREGATION 

WILL EVER NEED 

Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Or Your Book Store 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Add 70¢ for postage on orders under 
$10.00 Over $10.00 add Bo/o 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 
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C. C. LOCKE 

In 1944-t wo year s after I h ad n'loved 
into the Oak Cliff section of Dallas
ano ther young p reacher , C. C. Locke moved 
f rom Memphis to work with t he 9th. St. 
church and, becoming f r iends at that time, 
that f riendshin ripened and deepened 
through 35 years. With joy we ~atched 
him g row in the Lord along w1th the 
congregation which beca me later the Cedar 
Crest church-now a church of 1,000 mem
ber and likely one of th~ stronc:est 
among the Black breth ren m Amenca . 
He died suddenly in t he airplane Dec. 1~ , 
jus t before they took off f or Memph1s 
where he and his lovely w ife planned soon 
to r et ire because of thei r ill health. By 
family and friends he was carried bac~ t o 
Thyatira, Miss., h is birthplace for bur1al. 

C. C. Locke was an ideal local preacher . 
For 28 years he broa dcast the Gospel f rom 
a local radio station, a nd in serv ing the 
same church for those 35 years set a near 
record among us. From almost its begin
ning he served on the board of t rustees 
for Southwestern College and r egularly, as 
Bro. J ack E vans s tated a t his f uneral, gave 
a nd encouraged others to give to support 
its work. Several are preaching today and 
thousands are walking in the ways of the 
Lord as the r esul t of C. C. Locke's l ife 
a nd work. 

A man of faith· a man of good sound 
judgment; an h um'ble man who never did 
realize he was a great preacher; and a 
man who loved all h is brethren in Christ-
whi te or black. His f aith seen for 35 year s 
s trengthened mine. God bless his devoted 
and helpful widow. 

Hulen L. Jackson 

MARION DAVIS 
I was called to F a yette, Alaba ma to 

preach the f uneral of Brother Mar ion 
Davis who died November 24th. We had 
been close fr iends and workers together 
for many years. We preached and sang all 
over t he Southla nd. He was indeed a 
"sweet s inger in Spir itual I srael." H e was 
not only known a s a e ospel s inger, but 
was also a writer and publisher of hymns. 
He operat ed the Marion Davis Publishing 
Company in F ayette f or more t han fifty 
years, where he published many h ymn 
books and relig ious papers. 

H is survi vors include his wif e W illinel 
Wheeler Davis, one son, Jimmy Davis , one 
daughter, Sar a Gullett, and four grand
children, all of F ayette. 

- Chester E st es 

COME WITH US 
To 

The Oberammergau Passion Play 
July 6, 1980 
J ack P . Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 
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WORK I N INDIA NEEDS SUPP ORT 
J ames J ohnson 

Our "Telugu" and "Tamil" schools con
t inue to al ternate on four week schedules, 
with several being baptized in each ses
sion . Classes average in 30's. Expenses are 
increa s ing s teadily. Especially gasoline a nd 
electricity. We are r eally in need of more 
suppor t if we are t o continue. We would 
l ike to extend our deliveries like World 
Bible Courses but a re not at this t ime able 
to. Brethren, if possible, g ive us a helping 
ha nd, tha t t his work might continue. Con
tributions may be sent to t he Ridglea-West 
church, 3900 S / W Blvd., Fort Wor th, Texas 
76116, or directly to the a ddress below. If 
sent to us d irectly, please make checks to 
Church of Christ, M.F .A. only, as we have 
extreme tax problems if our name ap
pears on a ny contributions. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Inf ormation, contact : 
Leona rd Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P . 0 . Box 3927 

35 Lock S t., Kottur, Madras, Tamil Nadu, 
India 600085. 

Corpus Christ i, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512 /882-6244 

Foreig n Wor kers cover ed at same 
g roup rate 

31 hours listening time 

Recordings of aU speeches and classes 

17th Annual Pan American Lectures, 1979 
Panama City, Panama 

"Pulling It All Together 
In La tin America For Jesus" 

Ia "Welcome To Panama"-Walter Leonar d 
!a "Latin America" - Glover Shipp 
lb "The Next 10 Years" - Dan Coker 
2a "300 MUiion Lost Souls" - Doug Koslowski 
2b "Language & Culture Shock" - Pat Hae 
3a "The Last 18 Years"- Howard Norton 
Jb "Why Now?" - Cline Paden 
4a "Panama Update Film"- Bob Bryson 
4b "Argentma" - George Roggendorl 
Sa "Evangehsm In The Milttary" - Don Yelton • 
Sb "Latin AmeriCa Needs The GosPQI- Pout SQtJthern 
6a "South America T~- - Elhs Long 
6b "FIIlth In God To Gq With Us - Dr. J on Ci.t.ly '' : 
7~ "What II We Don' r?c.:....J.UIIn Monrosi \('.c·' ... ,·, :: .. :·. 
7b SongS. lotrodu<)tiori;'Etc.. {&tlqu(!!) .,, · · 
8a "God Told Us To'~. Carl J~ 
8b "Pt tll'!r. Stlldy, t.o<.-e, Preptra~o" - Terry Blalu<.; 
9.> • Elders one! Gb y~·- Nri Howard · 
9b 'j'.....,tng, Mo~atlng New Wod<ert." - Geo Gur~ 

lila ..,.,.,;,ing LAms"- W..t!er Leonard 
lOb "Youth&~ Motlvaitd" - Gary Mi>f(in ' 
I I& "GiVe Ou~lves First~ - EIY!s HuUard ,. 
lib "Goong With Corn~" - Bob Brown 
12a "Paul Plmlte<f, A~ Watore<l, God Gave !ncr~~ 

- lynn·Anderson - ~:.::· ;;;.~.· ~-- ~-~:-: 
12b $June ,;, , .. 
13a Panel: "Printed Page Evangel"'"" - Lynii' Yocum, Eugene 

Sm!lh. C.W . Kidwell. AMn Jennu>g>) 
13b Same 
14a Panel: "Mechcal MISSions" -(Bob Bryson. Dr. Jm C ttty, 

Dr R R01nbolt, Dr. W Guthne, Joe Glenn) 
!4b Same 
ISa Panel: "Schools of Evangehsm" (Concluded on tape 6) 
ISb Same 
16a Panel (Ladies); "Giving Chtldren & Grandchtld ren" -

(Elvis & Em Hufford. Max & Joy Johnson) 
16b Same 
17a Pan<!l (Ladles): "Welcome To PonotM!"- (Mrs. Walter 

Leonard. E.sste Whlte, Mrs. Rtek Brewer, Mrs . Phil Lamb, 
Janet Boseck) 

17b Same 
IS. Panel (Ladies): "Women In Medical Teams"- (Janet 

Boseck. Bobboe Bryson & Ent~e Med>cal Staff) 
18b "Leadershtp Tr01mng flv Extens10n" - Jerry Htll 

Cassettes in Series BCL700 (1979) 

COMPLETE SET IN VINYL ALBUM $45 

Individua l C assettes $3.95 ea . - 5 fo r $ 15 

Auai/able from 
Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 7876 7 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising ba this section $1.00 per line. Designed cspeclnlly to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conF1'egn
tlons seeking preachers. Also otlaer acceptable matter. 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages F'or Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
Young evangelist, 25, married, 2 children, 2 years 
experience, desires pulpit and/or personal work in 
the San Diego, CA area. Not a hobbiest, preach the 
truth. Please write P. 0. Box 804, San Miguel, CA 
93451 or call (805) 467-3450. Paul McKannon. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Uible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
~lonterrey, MexlcoJ Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
CHATHAl\1. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-681()- or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.RE.A. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Pleasnnton, CnUfornln 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()49, 
Lihue, HI. 9676.6. 
Seattle, WA Northwest Church of Chrlllt 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a line, or call 524-1320. We will 
con tact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:30; Worship, 10:80 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 6 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 44~-5190 or 445-
3722. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorgDD A.ve., 
U.S. 460 Enst Opposite K-ltlart. Office 4'1'1-
:5271. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'10-4050. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 794ll. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capa
bilities. Some exPerience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
YUltiA, ARIZ,, 051 W. 28tla St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church nf 
CJarlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature ag!Z'ressive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road. P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Snangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) Years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, provule guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help l<'oundation, 3605 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 
Small congregation of about 50 members desires 
full time minister. House provided. Located in 
north central La. town of about 10,000 pop. Send 
resume to Dr. Poley Evans, Box 308, Jonesboro, La. 
71251. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Missionary wnnted for Aruba, West Indies. Send 
resume and availability to Mission Committee, 
Darby Drive Church of Christ, 2002 Darby Drive, 
Florence, Alabama 35630. Salary negotiable. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ ll01 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detwils 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
WANTED: Full-time Preacher. Congregation of 
about Seventy, house furnished. Celeste, Texas, 
60 miles northeast of Dallas. Send resume and 
sample sermon on a cassette to Box 368, Celeste, TX. 
75423 or call 214-568-4245. 
Young man wanted for youth and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send resume to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2346, 
Riverside, California 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2854 or 1-71 4-684-8110). 
SOUEGA YOUTH HOME in beautiful Southwest 
Georgia needs dedicated Christian house parents and 
relief house parents (or matron) for girls cottage. 
Write Mark Seechrest, Rt. 1, Box 100, Sylvester, Ga. 
31791 or call 912-776-3479. 
Young preacher seeking full time work. Married, 
29 years of age, 2 children. Graduate of Preston 
Road School of Preaching. 7 years experience. Ref
erences upon request. Write: Dan Gannon, Box 
167, Poynor, Texas 75782. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
CARETAKER: I<'ull-time caretaker needed at beau
tiful Wisconsin Christian Youth Camp. Residence 
furnished with utilities paid. No salary. Wonderful 
opportunity for young-thinking retiree. Please con
tact Carl Frazier, P.O. Box 474, Beaver Dam, WI, 
53916. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
NEEDED: A Christian couple to serve as house 
parents, to a household of six children. Our loca
tion is just across the Ohio river from Louisville, 
Kentucky. If interested, contact, Ken Samuel, Super
intendent, in Jefferson, Indiana at South Central 
Christian Childrens Home. Phone (812) 282-8248 
(d-.y); 282-1047 (ight). 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a colle!Z'e town of 12.000; only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
inv." and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4: 11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97850: ph. (503) 963-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist. 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 534-5023: 963-
6484 or 963-9035. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
lea~er samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485 
Abilene, Texas 79604. ' 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of approxi
m~~Jy 200 members near Dayton, Ohio. .Present 
mm1ster has accepted position in Texas effective 
late January, ~end qualifications and references to 
Elders, Church of Christ, 922 S Central Fairborn 
Ohio 45324. • ' ' 

"POSITIV~SPIRITUAI.r-DYNAMIC'' 
Is what Paul F1sher, elder in Wichita Falls, says 
of Dr. D. Dewayne Davenport's Seminars in Church 
Gr~wth. "May you . continue to serve other church
es. Contact: Semmars, P.O. Box 246 Byesville 
OH 43723 (614) 685-3055. ' ' 
Preacher wanted for congregation in Wilson, Okla. 
~ust be mature. Have some experience. House fur
mshed~ Wages comparable with surrounding con
gregations. For informaton call 229-0761 after 5 
o'clock. 
Prea_cher available, Mo., Ill., Ark. Experienced 
pulp1~, personal ~ork, school of preaching grad. 
Marr1ed, 45, 3 ch1ldren, Support available. Contact 
C. Townsend, 1009 Medary Ave. S., Brookings 
S.D. 57006, (606) 692-6451. ' 
NEEDED An experienced personal evangelist to 
wo1·k full time in filling Brownsville Texas with 
the gospel; n~ pulpit work: write t~ P. 0. Box 
2175, Brownsville, Tx. 78520. 
rreacher avai.Jable for full-time work with work
JOg c.ongregat1on. Age 43, with 15 years experience. 
Marned. Prefer Texas, Okla., or Ark. Call: 405-
924-9229 or 214-436-2142. 
W ANT~D Dedicated, experienced, Floorcovering 
Mechamc. Owners are Christian: building a business 
with p~ople in whom faith makes a difference. Pray 
about 1t, then send resume to: Tri States Carpets, 
Inc., Route 4, Box 122, Savannah Tenn 38372 
Att.: Jim Williams, President. ' · • 
Mature, sound, experienced Gospel preacher desires 
a .congregation, For more information call T. A. 
Gr1ce, (817) 893-2926, DeLeon, Texas. 
AVAILABLE for full-time ministry or School of 
Preachin!Z'. 30 years experience. R. D. Ice, 1206 N. 
Cayuga St., Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. (607) 277-3969. 
<:Jamp manager ~eeded for Pettijohn Springs Chris
tJa~ Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
busmess management and Christian camping House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill, Okla. 78446. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
tries to sereen advertising, and will not 
kno'\vingly take questionable advertising. 
But lt Is the render's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old snylng goes, before you Invest. 
Investigate I 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3¥2 to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131h years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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30th ANNUAL 

LECTURESHIP 

January 27-30, 1~80 

Able to Overcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. N. Hogan 
Los Angeles, California 

Able to Overcome Moral Decay ............... : . ............ Neale Pryor 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Able to Overcome Change. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FUchard Rogers 
Lubbock, Texas 

Able to Overcome Prosperity . ........................•. Darrel Rickard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Able to Overcome Discouragement . ................... Prentice Meador 
Springfield, Missouri 

Able to Overcome Fear . ............................ William E. Young 
·san Angelo, Texas 

Able to Overcome the Unknown ................... WilliamS. Banowsky 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Forums, Classes, Women's Program, 
Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma· 73111 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 22, 1980 
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FULL-TIME EVANGELISTS IN THE EUROPEAN FRENCH -SPEAKING 
WORK-Top row: Randy Givens, Max Douner, Bob Grigg, Charles Whi t~, 

Dale McAnulty, Ed Ritchie, Don Dougherty, Ron Hobleman, Doyle Kee; 
bottom row: Roland Mohsen, Glenn Du Pont, Arlin Hendrix, Richa rd Wolfe, 
'r ann Opsitch, Ja mes Jones, Va le riano La nospa, Stephan Bi lak. These 
men met recently in Geneva, Switzerland, for their annual appra isal of 
F~cnch -speaking work in Europe. 

Austin, Texas, January 29, 1980 
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A Place To Stand 

Chr istianity is not rootless. Preaching the gospel is 
not an experience in existentialism. There are things to 
be stood for if one believes the Bible to be the inspired 
word of God. There are some positions to be taken 
that cannot be compromised. And why we stand where 
we stand is the thing that really matters. 

Is it really important that one be a Christian rather 
than a Buddhist? Is it better to be a non-aligned New 
Testament Christian than it is to be a Baptist or a 
Lutheran? Why do the children of God believe like they 
do? And does it matter at all what they believe, or 
whether they believe anything for sure? 

These may seem to be irrelevant questions, but we 
believe t hat they hit at the very heart of the matter of 
undenominational, non-sectarian Christianity. 

We have moved into an age in which many feel that 
is is not necessary to be faithful to t he Bible, but only 
to be faithful to a part of it--certain parts with which 
we by nature agree already. We wonder whether truth 
can be undermined without the while structure col
lapsing. The feeling is growing that it really doesn't 
matter what one believes, j ust so he is honest. 

Under this philosophy the church, begun on such a 
noble level, and weathering the storms of centuries, 
has degener ated into a number of small sects, each 
subdivided, and growing slowly if at all. 

We strongly believe that whatever Christians there 
may be, scattered among the denominations, or aloof 
from any of them, must be gathered together in order 
that t here may be one flock and one shepherd. If there 
are Chr istians in the denominations they are there by 
mistake, having been led astray by teachers who set 
their own wills and their own interpretations of Scrip
ture above the will of God. They need to be led out. 
New Testament Christianity knows no sectarian bound
aries whatsover. Biblical Christianity will never wear 
the shackles of sectarian orthodoxy. 

The Firm Foundation must remain a journal serving 
the cause of undenominational New Testament Chris
tianity. It will always be a private enterprise, and free 
f r om ecclesiastical domination in order to keep alive 
the hope of uniting all who believe the Bible and are 
willing to live by its teaching. The cause of Christ in 
t he world genuinely demands that every effort be bent 
toward unity and against division. That cause just as 
surely demands t hat doctrinal purity in the life of the 
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church be maintained and complete loyalty to t he 
Scriptures as the revealed will of God be championed. 

The gospel-straight from the Scriptures, and not 
strained through any church-is the power of God unto 
salvation. When the gospel is preached there ar e only 
two things one can do with it--accept it or reject it. 
The gospel must go unfettered to the whole world. New 
Testament Christianity must never bear the unneces
sary hindrance of compromising associations. It must 
always be free. This is what freedom in Christ really 
means. 

Doctrinal discipline will always be necessary to 
prevent the church from shifting its loyalty from 
biblical patterns to forms of church order and the 
establishing of prevailing practices as church law. 
Every generation must go back to the Bible for itself. 
Mankind, devoid of a knowledge of the true and living 
God, inevitably reverts to idolatry. This has happened 
over and over again. And the church, unanchored in 
the scriptures, invariably degenerates into sectarian
ism. The most difficult of all the tasks is that of keep
ing the church on a completely non-sectarian course. 

The church must be given a place to stand. Rob it of 
anything to stand on and anything to stand for and 
it becomes a spineless, shapeless, jelly-f ish sort of ex
istential t hing-unworthy of the confidence of t he 
world or its own constituency. If t he Bible teaches 
anything, it teaches that a church doesn't have to drift 
very far until its candlestick is removed, and it becomes 
an ecclesiastical body whose light has gone out. 

E ver y congregation, under its own elders, has an 
obligation to measure its own wall continually by the 
divine plumbline. It is easy to practice certain things 
in a certain way for generations until these practices 
become credal in nature. It is easy to defend certain 
titles and names until they become a sectarian tag. 
To make a fetish out of congregational practice is to 
enslave the saints to tradition. We who have cham
pioned the cause of undenominational Christianity so 
long and so well mu.st not be entangled in it ourselves. 

Any variance, however small, that shifts the church 
off the firm foundation of God's almighty word leaves 
it with no place to stand. 
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On Being a Covenant People 

There is a beautiful story in the Old 
Testament about brotherly love. It is the 
story of David and Jonathan. They were 
"one in spirit." The scriptures relate how 
Jonathan made a covenant with David 
because ''he loved him as himself." 1 
Samuel 18:1-4. 

Because of their covenant relationship, 
Jonathan and David always remained loy
al to each other. Even when King Saul 
tried to kill David, Jonathan continued to 
support him. After Jonathan was killed 
in battle David took up this lament con
cerning him: 

"How the mighty have fallen in battle! 
Jon than lies slain on the heights. 
I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; 

you were very dear to me. 
Your love for me was wonderful, 

more wonderful than that of women." 
2 Samuel 1 :25-26 

The Bible describes in considerable de
tail the nature of covenant relationships. 
On its simplest level, a covenant was an 
agreement or treaty reached by two par
ties. There were several stages, however, 
in the covenant-making process. First, a 
written record was made of the formal 
agreement. Next, the details of the cov
enant were drawn up and written out. Then 
an oath was made before witnesses. This 
was followed by offering n sacrifice. Final
ly the covenant parties shared a meal. 
'l.'his was the typical approach to-covenant
making in the ancient world. There are 
remnants of this process in the Bible. 

Our marriage ceremony is probably the 
closest parallel to what the Bible describes 
as covenant-making. In fact, marriage in 
Bible times was considered a covenant re
lationship. Mal. 2:14. Prior to the marriage 
ceremony, the two persons voluntarily 
agree to commit themselves to each other. 
The marriage document initially described 
the terms of this agreement, although 
today it is only a license for the two peo
ple to marry. In the ceremony itself, each 
person takes an oath binding themselves 
to the other person in love and faithful
ness. Instead of offering sacrifices, the 
couple now exchange a ring or some other 
article of personal worth. Afterwards, it 
is customary to eat a wedding cake, a rem
nant of the covenant meal. Each phase of 
the marriage ceremony contributes to the 
covenant-making process. 

Why is it important to understand cov
enant-relationships? Simply because the 

JERRY A. RILEY 

Bible describes our relationship with God 
in terms of covenant-making. There are a 
series of covenants mentioned in the Bible: 
The Adamic covenant, the Noahic cov
enant, the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic 
covenant, and the Christian covenant. Al
though each covenant is somewhat different, 
there is a similar, underlying relationship 
with God. In each case, God pledges him
self in faithfulness to his covenant people. 
The covenant expresses God's love and 
assures the covenant people what they 
can expect from him. It then describes 
how the covenant people are to respond 
to God to maintain the covenant. The cov
enant, therefore, binds God to the people 
and the people to God. 

Our relationship with God through Jesus 
is definitely a covenant relationship. Jesus 
inaugurated what we shall call the Chris
tian covenant through his sacrificial death. 
During the last meal with his disciples 
Jesus instituted what has become known 
as "the Lord's Supper." He took a cup, 
and said, "Drink of it, all of you; for this 
is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins." Matt. 26:27-28 and parallels. 

The Old Testament prophets anticipated 
the day when God would make a new cov
enant with his people. Jer. 31:31-34. Jesus 
appeared as the Messiah through whom 
God was completing this transaction. In 
calling people to be his disciples, Jesus was 
thereby inviting men and women to enter 
into this new covenant with God. His 
teachings state the terms of the new 
covenant. This is the context in which one 
should place the Sermon on the Mount. 
Just as Moses revealed the terms of the 
Mosaic covenant from Mt. Sinai, Jesus 
revealed the terms of the new covenant in 
his sermon on the mountain. Of course, 
all his teachings are covenant teachings. 

To understand the biblical concept of 
conversion, one should see it as entering 
a covenant with God, the new covenant 
inaugurated by Jesus. One enters this new 
covenant by voluntarily submitting to its 
terms in faith and repentance. The re
pentant person then affirms his intentions 
by taking an oath: "If you confess with 
your lips that 'Jesus is Lord' and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved." Rom. 10:9. 
Following this oath he/she is baptized in 
water. Acts 8 :36ff. In this context one 
should perhaps consider baptism as offer
ing a sacrifice, albeit a sacrifice of one's 
self. Jesus sealed the new covenant by 

sacrificing himself on the cross, and we 
are united with him by sacrificing our
selves in baptism. Rom. 6:3-11. Conse
quently, baptism is an essential part of 
covenant-making. Following baptism one is 
invited to eat the Lord's supper, which is 
the covenant meal. 

What does it mean to be God's cov
enant people? At this point, we need to be 
very careful in our thinking. Otherwise, 
we risk distorting the nature of biblical 
Christianity. Below are three observations 
"on being covenant people": 

Since God initiated the new covenant 
through Jesus Christ, our relationship 
with him is based solely upon grace. We 
do not and cannot deserve a relationship 
with God; we can only receive what he 
chooses to give us. We enjoy our rela
tionship with God through our accep
tance of Jesus, the Messiah. 

By responding to God's gracious ini
tiative, we are thereby committing our
selves to living by the terms of the new 
covenant. The terms of the new cov
enant, revealed by Jesus, were inter
preted and applied by :1.postles and 
prophets to Christian living. These have 
been codified in our New Testament 
(new covenant teachings). We do not 
establish the covenant by Christian liv
ing but we instead maintain the cov
enant which Jesus established by his 
death. This is the framework in which 
we should place Christian works. 

The new covenant differs from the 
Mosaic covenant inasmuch as God now 
writes his law upon our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit. 2 Cor. 3. There is this 
demand for "inner" righteousness within 
the new covenant people. Our righteous
ness is unlike that of the scribes and 
Pharisees because of its demand for 
"inner" righteousness. Matt. 5 :20. 

It is importa~t to remember that Chris
tianity is a covenant religion. It is not a 
system of universal moral law, although 
its truths are universally and absolutely 
true. It is not an abstract philosophy of 
life, although those who live by its moral 
and ethical injunctions will experience an 
enriching life. Christianity is essentially a 
covenant relationship with God. Its teach
ings are only enjoined upon those who 
have voluntarily entered the covenant re
lationship with the living God. Moreover, 
its blessings are only for those who remain 
faithful to the covenant agreement. 

1580 River Road, Eugene, Oregon 97 404 

3 [67] 



The Religion of Iran (2) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

The crisis our nation has faced in Iran has left many Amed
cans angry and perplexed. The behavior of the Iranian mob has 
baff led us. For incited by the Ayatollah Khomeini, the Iranians 
have violated the most basic standards of international behavior, 
have been condemned by the Security Council of the United 
Nations and the International Court at the Hague, and have 
shown a deep-seated hatred for America. 

There is no way that Americans can understand the forces at 
work in Iran apart from the r eligious fanaticism of the Ayatollah 
Khomeini and his Shiite follower s. Thus a knowledge of IsTam 
is essential to our comprehending the Iranian cris is. 

Last week's article in this series was devoted to the o1·igin and 
spread of I slam. However the doctrines and divisions of I slam 
must also be understood if we are to follow the events in Iran . 

The Five Pillars of Islam 

The word Islam means "submission" and the Muslim or Mos
lem (two spellings of the same name) is one who submits to 
the will of Allah as revealed through Mohammed in the Koran 
(Islam's "bible") . 

I t must be understood that Mohammed claimed to be a 
prophet, nothing more, and this is the way Muslims see him. 
Ho was not a divine being. He was not the son of God. Rather, 
he was a prophet, the last a nd greatest of the prophets, who 
was sent by Allah to reveal his will in the Koran. 

John B. Noss, who has written a popular college textbook in 
world religions, has described Mohammed's place in Islam th is 
way: "There has been a long line of such prophets including 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. But Mohammed is the last and 
greatest of them all, of all those who appeared before him; 
none is his equal, e ither in knowledge or authority; none has 
received or handed down so perfect a revelation. But though his 
authority is supreme, he is not a divine being appearing in the 
flesh: he was human like the rest of men; nor did he pretend to 
supernatural powers: he performed no miracles; instituted no 
mystical deifying sacraments; ordained no holy priesthood .... 
He was simply man at his best" (John B. Noss, Man's Religions, 
p. 700) 

There is little theology in Islam, but in its submission to the 
will of Allah her e are five great duties, called pillars, to which 
every Muslim must submit. These are : 

(1) R epetition of the c1·eccl. The faith of I slam is summarized 
in the confession, "There is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is 
his prophet." 

(2) Prayer. The Muslim prays five times daily, prostrate, 
and facing Mecca. T he pictures of vast throngs of Muslim men 
prostrate ·in prayer are often seen on American television. 

(3) Alms-giving. The :::akat is gathered into the treasury and 
is distributed to the poor and used for the maintenance of 
mosques. 

(4) Fast during Ramadan. During the month Ramadan from 
the moment at dawn when it becomes possible to distinguish 
between a white and a black thread, the Muslim will fast until 
sundown. The fast is complete, for no water will be dl1lnk and 
no food eaten during the daylight hours. Obviously, the pace 
of life s lows in Islamic countries during Ramadan . 

(5) Pilg1·image to Mecca. Once during his lifetime ever y 
Muslim must, if it is physically possible, make a pilgrimage to 
the holy city of Mecca with its Kaabah and black stone. The 
importance of Mecca, the goal of every Muslim, helps us to 
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understand how the Islamic world was shocked when Muslim 
fanatics seized the Great Mosque, took hostages, and held out 
through a week of heavy figh ing (see previous article). 

The Divisions of I slam 

There are two major divisions of Islam with many subdivisions 
and small groups. It is not unusual for these I sl amic divisions 
to be compared with the Catholic-Protestant split in Chris
tiandom. 

The g reat majority of Muslims are Sunnites. The name comes 
from the "sunnas," a body of traditions, sayings, and customs 
from Mohammed that were collected from many sources follow
ing the prophet's death in 632 A.D. The Sunnites believe that 
all of these traditions are authoritative. The great majority of 
I slamic nations, such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, and many 
others, are controlled by the Sunnites. 

The Shiites are a much smaller and more fanatical segment 
of Is lam. The major issue between Shiites and Sunnites is the 
question of authority. Who was the legitimate successor of 
Mohammed? The Shiites believe that Ali, Mohammed's son-in
law, was the only legitimate caleph (successor). The great ma
jority of Muslims in I ran are Shiites, and this fact explains the 
fanaticism of the Iranians and their bitter hatred of the Shah 
and the United States. The U. S. N ews ~Xnd Wo1·lcl Re71ort 
recently called the Iranian govemment "a regime of fanatics." 
According to this article, "The Ayatollah Khomeini and fol
lowers believe absolutely that the Moslem faith is infallible, 
and that their branch of Islam is superior to all other s. Most 
Iranians belong to the Shiite sect of Is lam, which split from the 
orthodox Sunni Moslems centuries ago in a dispute over who 
was to assume the power of ihe prophet Mohammed. They are 
taught that the supreme Shiite religious leader-in this case, 
Khomeini-has a god-given right to pass on all political deci
sions" (Nov. 26, 1979) . 

The Ayatollah Khomeini believes that the Islamic way of 
life practiced in the seventh century, when Mohammed was 
alive, is far superior to our modern western way of life. The 
Shah was bent on introducing western ways into Iran and bring
ing his people into the modern industrial world, and the Ayatol
lah perceived this as apostasy from Islam. This explains his 
bitter hatred of the Shah. And it explains his fanatical hatred 
of lhe United States, for it was we who gave political and mili
tary support of the Shah. The Ayatollah is determined so he 
said recently, "to r ub the United States' snout into the dirt." 

The Shiite Muslims account for no more than ten percent 
of the world's total Islamic population of 800,000,000 or 900,-
000,000. However, Iran is the one I slamic nation where the 
Shiites predominate, and the cr isis we face in Iran cannot be 
understood apart from the religious issue. For the crisis in Iran 
is really a confrontation between Shiite rel igious fanaticism 
and our western way of life. I t must be added that other 
Islamic countries, such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt, are not 
in sympathy with Shiite fanaticism and are embarrassed by it. 
The president of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, has called Khomein i 
"a disgrace to Islam." 

But unfortunately, the Ayatollah has not been deterred by 
criticisms f rom such Sunni te Muslim leaders. Calling on them for 
suppor t, the Ayatollah recently declared, "This is not a strug
gle between us and America. It is between Islam and the infidel." 

(More next. week.) 
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Conviction o/ Sin 
WALTER SWAIN 

It has always been the work of the Devil to try to convince 
men that sin does not exist, or that it is really not that important 
that we be concerned with sin. It is quite apparent today that he 
is still up to his old triCks, and has been very successful in 
leading the majority of people to ignore the concept of sin, 
and to practice it without the least concern for its results on 
self, others, or Go.d. 

It is the awareness of sin, and what it does to our relationship 
to God, that is essential to one's conversion to Christ. Until 
one is aware that his own sins have spiritually separated him 
from God, his creator, he will feel no need to make things right 
with God. Each must be convicted of the consequences of their 
own sin, and how God has reacted to their sin, before they will 
feel a need to do something to have their sins taken away. 

This is why Jesus promised in John 16:8 that when the Holy 
Spirit had come, he would "convict the world in respect of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment." The Lord indicated 
here, before his ascension back to heaven, that it would be the 
work of the Holy Spirit to convict men of sin in their lives, 
to show them the need for the righteousness of God in their 
lives, and to warn them of a judgment to come. 

Notice that conviction of sin comes first in this work of the 
Spirit, because without conviction of sin men would feel no 
need for the righteousness of God, and judgment would have 
no special meaning for them. Men must be made aware of sin 
before they will see a need to do something about it. 

Since conviction of sin is so important to the conversion 
process, let us look more closely into the meaning of this state
ment. The dictionary defines the word, "convict,": "To prove 
guilty; to awaken a sense of sin." It is interesting that the New 
International Version translates this verse, "When he comes, he 
will prove the world wrong about sin. . .. " Conviction of sin, 
therefore, involves convincing a person that he is wrong about 
sin, and that he is guilty of sin. Since sin is any disobedience to 
the will of God, one obviously must first believe in God, before 
he will be convinced about sin against God. 

Jesus tells us that it will be the work of the Holy Spirit to 
convince men of sin, and to make them aware that they have 
disobeyed God. It will be his work to convince men that they 
have, through sin, severed themselves from God. And how is 
this done? The book of Acts helps to give us an answer to this 
question. In it we see how men were first led to conviction 
of sin, and then to obedience to the gospel of Christ. 

Acts chapter two reveals that in the very first gospel sermon 
Peter openly charged the Jews present with having crucified 
the Son of God. In verse 23 he charges, "ye by the hand of law
less men did crucify and slay." And in verse 36 he concluded 
his remarks with the statement, "this Jesus whom ye crucified." 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, Peter convicted those present of their 
sin against Jesus, in crucifying him. He openly showed them 
to be wrong in what they did, and therefore wrong in the eyes 
of God. This conviction led them to cry out, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" (verse 37). Conviction of sin through th~ 
Spirit guided apostle, led them to see their need to make things 
right with God, and 3,000 that day obeyed the gospel and were 
baptized into Christ. 

This same pattern is repeated over and over in the book of 
Acts. In each case people are made aware of their own sins 
through the preaching and teaching of the word of God, and 
come to see that they are separated from God by their own sins. 
In each case they respond by faith to the message, and render 
obedience to the word of God. 

We see then that the Holy Spirit works through the word to 
convict men of sin. Through the word of God men are made 
aware of the reality of sin, and of its specific application to 
their own lives. This counteracts the work of the Devil, who 
tries to convince them sin does not exist. 

We cannot convert anyone to Christ until we convict them 
of their own sins. They must be made aware that they person
ally are responsible for the death of Christ, because of their 
own sins, for Christ died for all men. They must be made aware 
that they have sinned against God, and that their sin has 
separated them from God spiritually. Gospel preaching must 
convict men of sin. Unless it does, it will have little power to 
convert. 
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or 

DALE WELLS 

In 1826, the first new translation of the New Testament pro
duced by an American was published. It was a monumental work 
by a man convinced that the Bible should be translated at least 
every two hundred years to keep the timeless message in the 
living language of its r eaders. It was translated by a man con
vinced that scholars of his day were in a better position to 
produce an accurate translation than the forty-seven scholars 
who translated the King James Version because more ancient 
manuscripts were available than those known in 1611. It was 
produced by a man who believed in the restoration principle
Alexander Campbell . 

It seems axiomatic that we of the restoration movement should 
recognize t he importance of restor ing as much as possible 
the original text of the scriptures and transmitting that text 
in the clearest possible language to Twentieth Century American 
readers. Yet those among us who try to delve into textual mat
ters are accused of liberalism and those of us who use modern 
translations are accused of disregard for God's word. These 
accusations are heard in spite of the fact that every trans
lation in use today, from the King James to the New Interna
tional, has come to us through denominational hands. 

How firmly established is the text of the New Testament? 
The New Testament consists of twenty-seven books written 
by inspired men. Unfortunately, their original handwritten 
letters are no longer around. All we have are copies of copies 
of those letters, some very old but most relatively new. The 
Authorized Version traces its roots to a Greek text prepared 
by Erasmus in 1522 f1·om half-a-dozen manuscripts rating only 
back to the tenth century. Today, however, over 5,000 manu
scripts are available dating as far back as the third century. 

Since these manuscripts were all hand-copied, it is only natural 
that copyists errors in them are abundant. Some errors are due 
to faulty eyesight resulting in a scribe mistaking one letter for 
another. Others are due to scribes looking away from their orig
inal to the copy while writing, then looking back and inadver
tently picking up the wrong line. Still other errors resulted from 
faulty hearing: as manuscripts were copied by dictation the 
scribe might hear a word wrong and write it as he heard it. The 
list of ways error crept into manuscripts could go on and on, 
but it is apparent that later copies not only reproduced the errors 
of earlier copies but added some of their own. 

Modern scholars have compared all the available manuscripts 
to try and determine what most likely were the original readings 
wherever variations occur. They have not always accepted the 
readings of the majority of texts for manuscripts must be 
weighed not counted. Many late copies may agree on a r eading, 
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but if a handful of the very earliest available manuscripts carry 
a different reading it is only logical that the most ancient read
ing be followed. The same reasoning which makes us work to 
restore the church of the New Testament to its First Century 
form should make us desire to restore the original text of the 
New Testament. 

How serious are these manuscripts variations? Most of them 
are simple errors involving changes in a word or the addition 
or deletion of a word which makes no difference in sense of 
the text. Others are so outlandish that it is self-evident which 
reading is accurate. Only a few questioned readings make 
any serious doctrinal difference and the evidence on most of 
them is clear enough to determine the original reading. Dr. 
J. C. Davis of Abilene Christian University used to hold up his 
Greek testament in Greek class and declare that all the serious 
textual variants would only take up lh of one page of the 
entire New Testament! 

Why, then have battle lines been drawn up in the brother
hood between those among us who revere the majestic Author
ized Version and those of us who use newer translations? Do 
some cherish the King James Bible because it is the "Authorized 
Version" without regard for the fact that it was authorized by 
the King of England? Or do they revere it because its origin 
is the "Received Text," a name which was first coined by the 
promoters of the Textus Receptus? 

On the other hand, are there some of us whose only reason for 
us ing newer translations is contempt for the version that has 
served well through the centuries? 

Translations are nqt the problem. All have come to us through 
the fallible hands of men. To be sure, some are much better than 
others, but all can shed light on the text of the Scripture. The 
problem is our childish insistence that one is hallowed and 
all others are abominations. The problem is seen when we com
pare all translations against our own particular favorite and 
pronounce them anathema if they do not read ident ically. Not 
everyone can compare translations against the Greek text, but 
there is something we can all do: we can all compare transla
tions to find the understanding of scholars of every age on 
any particular verse. This will help us grow in knowledge of 
God's will. 
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Jehovah's Witnesses in the Twentieth Century: A Refutation 
The Jehovah's Witnesses have a newly JW's s t"l G d · · 

published booklet which is now widely in STEVEN CLARK GOAD th ay, un. 1 o antmates us agam at 
t 

· d · · h e resurrection. 
use o gam a stu y or to sohctt t e atten- JW False Dodr" . "0 1 !"ttl fl k 
tion of those who are seeking spiritual of 144 000 0 to mhe. n y a 

1 
e ~ 

guidance. It is attractively written and has those who believe that Jesus returned in Chrt"st.:' g eaven and rule with 
· 

1 
1914 as the JW's teach are reminded that 

a specia appeal. As with all such material every eye shall see him, even the eyes of THE BIBLE TEACHES· "These are th 
published ~y th~ Watc~ Tower Bible and those who participated in his crucifixion. ones who have not bee~ defiled wit: 
Tract Soctety, 1t has JUSt enough sense JW's teach that the "eyes of faith" saw women for they are celibates" •(Revel t" 
about it to ~ake one gullible concerning its Jesus return in the year 1914. How absurd! 14:4a).' a ton 
fa~~e te.acht~~· In /he cen~r o~ this publi- Thoughtful Bible students realize that COMMENT: To lift symbolic numbers 
ca J0~ l~s ad 1~t ~h s~~' O,:~~m~s ta~~h; Jesus has not returned in the clouds as and signs out of figurative passages and 
an e Ie~e . Y f ~ f 1 s. d ts .Is a . rte he departed (Acts 1). make them literal is dangerous exegesis. 
~esponse o. stx. o t e. a se octrme~ hst~d JW False Doctrine: "Earth will never Those 144,000 of the JW's "little flock" 
m the ~ubhcatlon en~ttled: Jehovah s W~t- be destroyed or depopulated." are described as single men never defiled 
nesses -m the Twent?.eth Century. THE BIBLE TEACHES: "Heaven and by women and never having told a lie. 
W~en S3;tan tempt~d, Jesus by mis- earth will pass away, but My words shall This limitation alone would exclude the 

quotmg scripture, Christ s response was, not pass away" (Matthew 24:35). "But apostle Peter himself because he was 
"It. is. written." It is my a~tempt to issue the day of the Lord will come like a thief married. and we all know he denied Christ 
a similar response to those Ideas presented in which the heavens will pass away with three times. Making a passage say too 
by th.e .JW's whic~ I personally believe to a roar and the elements will be destroyed much is to have it say nothing at all. 1 
be misinterpretation and counter to clear with intense heat, and the earth and its have yet to meet a JW who thought Peter 
passages which teach conflicting doctrines. works will be burned up. Since all these would not make it to heaven. 
What I believe does not matter. What the things are to be destroyed in this way, JW False Doctrine: "Baptism by com-
Bible te.ach~s is the final t:est as to whether what sort of people ought you to be in holy plete immersion symbolizes dedication." 
a doctnne IS correct. Isaiah prono~nces a conduct and godliness, looking for and THE BIBLE TEACHES: Baptism sym
~urse o!l false teachers, therefore, it is hastening the coming of the day of God, bolizes Death, Burial, Resurrection (Rom
Imperattve that we teach the truth of on account of which the heavens will be ans 6 :3ff). Baptism saves us (1 Peter 3 · 
God'.s word to the best of our abilities destroyed by burning, and the elements 21). Bapt~sm washes away sins (Acts 22; 
(Isatah 9:15). will melt with intense heat" (2 Peter 3: 16). Baptism allows us to clothe ourselves 

Jehovah Witness False Doctrine: "Christ 10-12). "And I saw a new heaven and a with Christ (Galations 3:27). Baptism 
was raised from the dead as an immortal new earth; for the first heaven and the causes our sins to me remitted (Acts 2:38). 
spirit person." first earth passed away, and there is no . ~OMM~NT: It is agreed that baptism 

THE BIBLE TEACHES: "Reach here longer any sea" (Revelation 21:1). Is Immersion in water. However I have 
your finger, and see My hands; and reach COMMENT: When no less than Jesus, foun~ no scripture as yet teaching that 
here your hand, and put it into My side; Peter and John prophesy that the earth baptism symbolizes dedication. Where is 
and be not unbelieving, but believing and heavens will be destroyed and pass the scripture? Calvinists say that baptism 
(John 20:27; Luke 24:39, 40). away, I must accept their word over the ~bows we have already been saved. There 

COMMENT: Jesus encouraged "doubt- word of anyone. It is ironic that a people Is no scripture for that false doctrine 
ing" Thomas to feel his resurrected body. who believe so intensely that Jesus was either. In the JW's prooftext manual 
It is pure fabrication to conjecture and not resurrected bodily have such a phys- "Make Sure of All Things" and in other 
insist that this was not his resurrected ical and bodily concept of eternity material published by them the idea is 
body and that Christ materialized "a JW False Doctrine: "The human soul stated flatly, "Baptism does not wash away 
body" because of Thomas' lack of faith. ceases to exist at death." one's sins." In a recent debate with a JW 
This would have Christ trying to make THE BIBLE TEACHES: "Therefore we I pressed the false teacher about the pur
Thomas think that some other body was do not lose heart, but though our outer pose for baptism and he agreed with me. 
actually the resurrected body and would man is decaying, yet our inner man is be- Then I showed him in his own publications 
make Christ a liar. What a terrible thing ing renewed day by day" (2 Corinthians that the JW's taught baptism was notre-
to teach. 4:16). "But I am hard pressed from both quired for salvation. He was speechless. 

JW False Doctrine: "The kingdom under directions, having the desire to depart and It is very frustrating trying to rescue 
Christ will rule earth in righteousness and be with Christ, for that is very much those who have fallen into the trap of the 
peace." better; yet to remain on in the flesh is Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. 

THE BIBLE TEACHES: "Lay up for more necessary for your sake" (Philippians JW's have their thinking controlled for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 1:23, 24). " ... may your spirit and soul them by this publishing house. All of their 
neither moth and rust destroy, and where and body be preserved complete ... " (1 study guides and booklets are published 
thieves do not break in and steal" Thessalonians 5:23). by the "Society" which is all but an infal
(Matthew 6:20). "In My Father's house are COMMENT: Paul describes an "inner lible. interpreter of scripture (of course 
many dwelling places; if it were not so, I man" (spirit, scg) that is renewed in spite JW's will not admit to this being true.) 
would have told you; for I go to prepare of the fact that the physical body is get- They even have their own "in house" pub
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a ting old and will decay. Paul also said that lication of the Bible which they verbalize 
place for you, I will come again, and re- he would rather depart (die) and be with is ''one of the best modern English trans
ceive you to Myself, that where I am, Christ than remain in the body. How can lations today." Thjs is a bold faced lie. In 
there you may be also" •(John 14:2, 3). one be with Christ after death unless corresponding with the Society lhey cannot 
11• • • the hope laid up for you in there is an immortal spirit being? And to come up with one scholar unattached from 
heaven ... " (Colossians 1:5). "Behold, He make matters even more clear, Paul makes the WBTS who endorses the New World 
is coming with the ·clouds, and every eye a distinction concerning spirit (eternal Translation of the Holy Scriptures as an 
shall see Him, even those who pierced nature), soul (animated body, life) and accurate translation of the Bible. 
Him ... " (Revelation 1:7). the body (the fleshly housing of life and Among other of the JW's myriad of 

COMMENT: Jesus informed disciples spirit while on earth). To refuse to ac- false teachings are: 1) Christ is a created 
that the eternal treasure is in heaven, not knowledge life after death (to accept the being, actually Michael the archangel. 
on the earth as the JW's teach. He said JW position of total cessation of cogni- 2) Christ is not a part of the godhead. 
he was going to prepare a place for us tion) is to say that all there is to our 3) The present world will come to an end 
that when he returned he could allow us to existence is the animation God gives our within one generation from 1914 (this 
be where he is. Paul told Christians their bodies. We are just like dogs and cats in generation is getting older and older). 4) 
hope was laid up for them in heaven. And that regard. We cease to exist at death, (Continued on page 11) 
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The Importance of Self-Control 
It has been well said that, "A man's 

conquest of himself dwarfs the ascent to 
Everest" (Eli J. Schleifer) . 

The Book of God says : 
"He that is slow to anger is better than 

the mighty; anc,l he that ruleth his spirit 
than he that taketh a city" (Prov. 16 :32). 

"He that h ath no rule over his own 
spirit is like a city that is broken down, 
and without walls" (Prov. 25 :28) . 

Although Noah was unable to control his 
environment in the wicked world before 
the great flood, he controlled himself so 
perfect ly that he "found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord," being "a just man and per
fect in his generations" (Gen. 6:8, 9). 

Although J oseph was unable to con
tt·ol his environment in ancient E gypt, he 
controlled himself, being spiritually strong 
a nd steadfastly resisting the lust of the 
flesh (Gen. 39 :1-12). 

Al though Paul was unable to control his 
environment in the Roman empire, his 
great spiritua l strength enabled him to 
control himself and "stand like a giant 
oak, unmoved during the storm." 

Some of t he greatest passages in the 
New Tes tament on self-control are in the 
epistles of the peerless apostle: 

"But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27). 

"There hath no temptation taken you 

The Preacher and Humor 
Phillips Brooks said "Humor ... is one 

of the most helpful qualities that the 
preacher can possess." Ian Maclaren, the 
Scottish preacher, had one of the charac
ters in his book suggest that a preacher 
without a sense of humor should not be 
allowed behind the pulpit. Stephen Leacock 
defined humor as "the kindly contempla
tion of the incongruities of life." In other 
words, the essence of humor is kindliness. 

This definition when applied to the 
preacher means that his sermons should 
from time to time spark le. Humor should 
be used sparingly, appropriately and with 
intell igence. So used it will enhance the 
rapport between preacher and people. It 
will a lso increase receptiveness. 

But it mus t be handled with ca re. b-rei
evant and persistent humor will derail 
the t rain of t hought . 

Here are five con siderations for the 
pt·eacher who s till has a learning edge in 
his life. 

1. Humor must be utterly relevant. The 
snappy story, which seems to be almost 
the standard introduction to the Rotary 
Club speech, is out of place as a sermon 
introduction. Irrelevant humor may titil
late the congregation but it also inhibits 
receptiveness to God's word. 

2. Cheapness must be avoided, both in 
theme and in content. The pulpit is not 
the place for "corn." There is so much in 
our society which is suggestive and has 
a double meaning. Le t t he preacher be
war e of this. 
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but such as is common to man: but God 
is faithful , who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 
Cor. 10 :13). 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, Meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law" (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Peter says that if we lack self-control 
we are "blind, and cannot see afar off" 
and, consequently, cannot enter "the ever
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
J csus Christ" (2 Pet. 1 :5-11) . 

To have self-control and thus overcome 
temptations and avoid s in, we must have 
knowledge of and reverence for the word 
of God and pray earnestly for God's 
strengthening help (l\Iatt. 4:1-11; 26: 
37-42). 

"Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night" ·(Psa. 1:1, 2). 

"Study to shew theyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
tt·uth" (2 Tim 2:15). 

"Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these t hings before, be~vare lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the 

ART ARMSTRONG 

3. Humor must be unobtrusive. I t should 
have a gentleness and winsomeness. It 
should bring forth kindly and understand
ing smiles. Humor in the sermon should 
illustrate, not obscure the theme. 

4. Humor must never degenerate into 
sarcasm or invective. Leacock once said 
that " sarcasm scrapes the flesh of human 
feeling with a hoe." Too often I hear an 
anecdote which brings laughter to many 
and tears to a few. 

5. Humor must be used sparingly. It 
is out of place when the preacher seeks t o 
lift his congregation to a mountaintop with 
the Lord. 

I believe firmly that humor is one of 
the great refuges of life and the man who 
lacks it suffers much from the bitterness 
of experience. Fortunate is the man who 
can laugh at himself, even in the most 
trying circumstances. It may actually save 
his sanity. 

Humor is rooted in QUr very humanity 
a nd is shot through with kindliness and 
sympathy. It can keep us from taking 
ourselves , our accomplishments and our 
prejudices too seriously. It can give us a 
joyful sense of the imperfections of life. 

If humor can do all this, it has a real 
place in the sermon. But let us always 
remember that God has not called us to 
be buffoons or to imitate Bob Hope. 

1027 13th Avenue South, Grand Forks, 
N.D. 58201 

wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour J esus Christ" (2 
Peter 3:17, 18). 

"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word (Psa. 119:9). 

"Seeing then that we have a great high 
pries t, that is passed into the heavens, 
J esus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
profession. For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like a s we are, yet without 
s in. Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need" 
(Heb. 4:14-16). 
206 Cheny Street, P. 0 . Box !l7, Newton, 
Mississippi 39345 

Victory in Jesus 
GARY BODINE 

"But t hanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord J esus Christ" 
(1 Corinthians 15:57). VICTORY IN 
JESUS ! As Christians we need to realize 
out· victory in Christ, enjoy it, and sha1·e 
it. We've been inhibited in t he past. Now 
we need to get inhabited with the Lord 
J esus Christ. "And do not get drunk with 
wine, for t hat is debauchery ; but be filled 
with the Spirit" (Ephesians 5:18) . We 
have the power. We are the ones to ex
perience the sweet victory in J esus. 

REALIZE Our Victory In Christ. The 
facts are plain. The pi::ture was one of 
gloom until Jesus Christ came along. l\Ian 
was lost and could not overcome the bonds 
of death of which he was destined because 
of his s in. Jesus shed his cleansing blood 
on the cross and rose victorious from the 
grave overcoming death and Satan. He 
is the first fruit of resurrection-we are 
the second fruits. 

ENJOY Our Victory In Christ. We 
need to notify our faces, next our lives, 
and finally the world of the v ictory in 
Christ J esus. Smile. Live joyously. Take 
hold of the abundant life available now 
on this ear th and of the everlasting life 
available later in heaven. CLAIM THIS 
VICTORY ! It's meant for you. You arc 
a Somebody because God did not waste 
his time making a Nobody. In fact you are 
God's Son-designed and destined for 
greatness. "I can do a ll things through 
Christ who strengthens me." Have AS
SURANCE of Victory and Salvation. How 
can one expect a sinner to be saved if he 
doesn't know that he is saved himself? 

SHARE Our Victory In Christ. We have 
a gift to present to the world. Imagine the 
mag nitude of this offer. People are Jiving 
with a negative outlook on life. And no 
wonder ... as sinners t hey a1 e bound to 
sin. But FREEDOM comes when one ac
cepts t he fz·ee gift of eternal life and 
surrenders his life as a sel'Vant to the 
Lord J esus Christ. Let us not be selfish 
with ou r discovery-let us sh:ne the Vic
tory of Christ with others. 
5!>10 13th, Lubbock, Texas 79416 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro Charles Sattenfield, of the Davis Park Church of Christ, 
Modesto, California, impresses upon us the value of small 
groups meeting in homes for Bible Study and for fellowship. 

For sharing his thoughts on such groups, we express our ap
preciation to Bro. Sattenfield.- Leonard Mullens, P. 0. Box 
3927, Corpus Christi, Tex. 78404. 

Why Have a Home Bible Study Group? 
CHARLES SATTENFIELO 

Introduction 

We live in a nation of strangers. Much like a bag of marbles 
we may be in contact, but we are not in touch with each other. 
That's why the church is so essential. The church, according to 
the New Testament, is not a place, but a people. It is not a 
facility, but a fellowship. It is not a building, but a body. The 
early church did not have church buildings as we know them 
today. They met in homes (Romans 61:5 Philemon 2). The first
century church was a small group of people meeting together 
for fellowship and encouragement. They were literally a careing 
community. 

In recent years there has been an explosion of small groups. 
I don't believe this is a passing fad. These small groups are 
springing up everywhere. Praise the Lord! 

These groups have been called different names. Some are 
called "fellowship" groups. Some are called "neighborhood 
Bible study" groups. Others are called "soul-talks." I guess 
it doesn't really matter what you call them, the point is-they 
are great! I personally have conducted and been part of some of 
these groups. They are tremendous. They will r.hange your life. 
Yes-1 believe in small groups! 

"But," you may ask, "why have them?" Good question. Let 
me give you three reasons. 

1. They are Biblical. 

First, let's look at the ministry of Jesus Christ. Though in 
the New Testament Gospels Christ is often seen in the synagogue 
(Matthew 4:23 Mark 1:21; Luke 4:44; John 6:59), one focal 
point of Christ's earthly ministry was the horne. He is frequent
ly recorded as having gone into a horne, healing someone 
(Matthew 8:14, 15; 9:23-25; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 8:51-56), and 
as having gone into the horne of sinners in order to draw them 
into the Kingdom (Matthew 9:10-13; Mark 2:15-17; Luke 5: 
29-32; 19 :9). Also the primary recorded activity of Christ in 
the home was that of teaching, whether in fuller expansion of 
a previously stated teaching !(Matthew 13:36-52; Mark 10:10-
12), or in response to the reactions of the people around him. 
He always strove to develop deeper spiritual maturity in those 
entrusted to his care (Matthew 17:25, 26; Mark 9 :33-50; Luke 
7 :36-50). In the towns and villages it was also to the home 
that he sent the Twelve (Matthew 10:11-13), and the Seventy 
(Luke 10:5-7). 

The importance of the home as a focal point, even of teaching 
and worship, was to continue and grow after the ascension of 
Christ. In the Book of Acts the Greek word or synagogue, 
sunagoge, occurs about twenty times, with Christians speaking 
in the synagogue on behalf of Christ's sake being mentioned 

about eleven times (9:30, 13:5; 13:14; 17:1; 17:10; 17:17; 
18:4; 18:19; 18-26; 19:8). "Temple," kieron, appears about 
twenty-five times, with there being at least three incidents in 
which Christians taught of Christ in the temple 3:11-4; 4 :4; 
5:21; 5:42). The Greek word for house, oikos, appears at least 
nineteen times, and there are nine references to times when 
believers worshipped and/or were taught in a home 2:2-4; 
2:46; 5:42; 10:24-48; 16:25-34; 16:40; 20:17-20; 21:8-14; 28: 
30, 31). You therefore see in Acts a blend of worship and teach
ing both in the formal structure of the temple and synagogue 
(parallel to our church buildings), and in the informal structure 
of the home. 

In the New Testament church, believers continued to be taught 
in the formal structure of the temple, as well as utilizing the 
home as a place of worship. In Acts 2:46-47 you read: "And day 
by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, they were taking their meals to
gether with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to 
their number day by day those who were being saved." 

The church tod3ry, however, limits worship to a certain build
ing and to a certain day. Is it any wonder that we are not 
"turning our world upside down with the gospel?" (Acts 17:6). 

2. They are practical. 
The early Christian knew that one of the best places to share 

God's word with friends was in the home. In Acts 5:42 you read 
of the Apostles: "And everyday, in the temple and from house 
to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as 
the Christ." Paul taught publicly and from house to house (Acts 
20:20). 

With these as a Biblical background, you can see the many 
reasons that explain why small Bible study groups are so ef
fective. 

• The home is a warm, accepting environment. 
• The home is neutral ground, a half-way house for non

believers. 
• The home keeps the group small enough to meet the needs 

of the people. 

Truly there's no place like home for a Bibly study. 

3. They work! 
Churches that use this method of out-reach are growing. 

Groups work I They build up fellowship and reach-out to non
believers. The Crossroads church of Christ in Gainsville, Florida 
is a classic example of this. They are truly one of the fastest 
growing congregations in the brotherhood today. "Soul-talks" 
work! Try them! You won't be sorry. 
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BOOKS ~ Jeview 
THE STORY OF ROY ROGERS AND 

DALE EVANS. (Happy Trails) Carl
ton Stowers' Word. 213 p. $8.95. 

A human story of a man and a woman 
who, though famous movie stars, led lives 
fully as exciting off the screen as on it
and what's more, they did it decently. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

INCOME TAX LAW FOR MINISTERS 
AND RELIGIOUS WORKERS. B. J. 
Worth. Baker. $2.95. 

Here is a very concise handbook for 
preachers and religious workers on how to 
fill out your income tax so as to comply 
with the tax laws and at the same time 
take advantage of tax breaks afforded 
ministers, theological students, mission
aries, educational directors, music direc
tors, private school teachers, etc. Sound 
advice and clear explanations. It is worth 
many time its cost to any religious worker. 

FIRE IN MY BONES. Glover Shipp. 
Choate, 236 p. $6. 

Glover Shipp, an excellent writer, deals 
in this book with the missionary theme of 
the Old Testament from Genesis to Jere
miah. He draws some powerful lessons 
from the lives and mission of Old Testa
ment characters are presented, showing 
how God worked through them to get his 
message out to the people. It is a unique 
book-original to the core. Most of these 
thoughts you haven't thought before. Ser
mon starters galore. 

SANCTIFICATION AND THE CHRIS
TIAN. Jeanette Kee. Firm Foundation 
105 p. $2.95 
With the awakening interest in the sub

ject of sanctification this new book pro
vides an in-depth study of the subject in 
13 lessons fitted for Bible classes. This is 
an especially good book for ladies' Bible 
classes, but will serve as a guide in any 
class. The relationship between the Word 
of God and sanctification and the need 
for a surrendered life are discussed. What 
sanctification means in relationship to 
sin, good works, and righteous living is 
explained. Spiritual maturity and reaching 
toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling abounds. 

JUST FOR TODAY. Joe Barnett. Baker. 
$1.95. 
A daily devotional guide which provides 

one verse and one powerful thought for 
each day of the year. A daily Bible reading 
schedule is included which will take you 
through the Bible during the year. 

When sending a book for review fn these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

AU books reviewed here ma:r be purchased 
from the Finn Foandation Publlshln&'_ House. 
Please add 70c for postage and handlln&' on 
orden of $10.00 or leu: 8% on orden over 
10.00. 
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COPPINGER GOING TO GHANA TO 
FOLLOW UP WBS WORK 

The Lincoln/Tunnell church of Christ 
in Santa Maria, California is sending Jake · 
Coppinger back to Ghana, West Africa 
this summer for a month campaign. The 
dates will be set soon. The plan is to noti
fy as many World Bible School students 
as soon as possible of the itinerary and 
meet them in the villages and cities and 
further their knowledge of God's word and 
hopefully baptize them into Christ. 

Last June Brother Coppinger and eight 
other christians taught hundreds and 
baptized 314 in one month in spite of a 
revolution that took place just as they 
arrived. 

Every World Bible School teacher who 
has students in Ghana is urged to avail 
themselves of the itinerary and notify 
their students. More information is avail
able from the church of Christ, 416 N. 
Lincoln Street in Santa Maria, Ca. 93454. 

The ninth annual lectureship of the 
Southeastern Biblical Institute will be con
ducted March 12-14, 1980 at the Chestnut 
Drive church of Christ in Doraville, Geor-

CHURCH PEWS • . . Like New! 
Upholstered seats and backs (red) 
••• 34 pews each 15' in length. 
(seats approximately 350) ••• sac
rifice at one-hal.f the replacement 
value . • . excellent buy at $6,500. 

CALL OR WRITE ... 

Northside Church of Christ 
3800 County A venue 
Texarkana, Arkansas 75502 

501-773-4244 or 773-3274 

MINISTERS and EMPLOYEES 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

Pays 100% of Semi·Private Room Rate 
(no deductible) 

Pays 100% of Hospital Extras 
(no deductible) 

$250,000 Major Medical ($100 deductible) 
No Medical Exam or Questionnaire 

Only $84.95 per month-family coverage 
For further Information write: 

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE 
P.O. BOX 75050 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73147 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

gia. "The Lordship of Christ" is the theme. 
Speakers include Garland Elkins, J. Noel 
Meredith, Barry Blackburn, Allen Black 
and the faculty of SBI. Research papers 
on various facets on the subject will be 
presented and open discussions conducted. 

DEVOTIONAL 
BOOilS 

for your Bible Classes 
Also ideal for gifts, devotional 
guides and personal inspiration. 

BY 0. H. TABOR 

The Deeper Life 
Fruitful Living 
Springs of Faith 
Fountains of Love 
Hills of Hope 
Beams of Light 

$2 Each 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tx 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A. practical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in develop
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office and staff, 
building maintenance, counseling, 
purchasing, selecting elders, organ
Izing and managing an active pro
gram-it's all here. Written by a 
man with many years experience as 
Dean of a college and an elder in 
the church. 

Order from 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. ·78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 
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GL(:;c•s FIRST PRESIDENT PASSES 

Charles Gordon McPhee, founding presi
dent of Great Lakes Christian CoHege, 
Beamsville, Ontario, Canada, passed away 
on November 27. He was in his 87th year. 

A leading and pioneer preacher in Can
ada, he preached actively for seventy years 
including t he Sunday before his death . 

In 1950, he joined with other Canadian 
Christians in establishing Great Lakes 
Christian College locating it in the strate
gic center of Canada, the Toronto centered 
region of southern Ontario. Through his 
leadership the school was able to open in 
1952. He was succeeded in the school's di
rection by Bruce Merritt in 1954. 

Bom at Nine Mile River in Nova Scotia 
in 1892, he came in contact with the Res
toration Movement in that area and was 
baptized in 1905. He attended the Mari
time Bible College at West Gore, N . S., and 
t hen continued his studies at Nashville 
Bible School. He became the first foreign 
graduate of that school, graduating in 
1917, the year before the school became 
David Lipscomb College. 

Following the years 1917-20 in Carman, 
1\fanitoba, and with the exception of sev
eral years at Waco and Denison, Texas, in 
1924 and following, he committed his life 
to preaching the Gospel in Eastern Can
ada. At times during the 30's he was the 
only full-time preacher in Ontario. He 
served churches in Toronto, Hamilton, St. 
Catharines, Beamsville, Jordan, Meaford, 
and elsewhere, and conducted many gospel 
meeting throughout the region. 

Roy Menitt, Dean of the GLCC School 
of Bible and Missions, conducted the fu
neral service. 

-Geoffrey Ellis 

Paul L. Methvin, P. 0. Box 3774, Ven
tura, Ca. 93003 : The first year's work in 
Ventura was completed 10/1 /70 following 
the past 12 years in Central , Ga., Hanford, 
Tulare, and Modesto. The church in Ven
tura is growing numerically and spiri tually. 
Gospel meetings and lectureships were en
gaged in at Corvallis, Ore., West Covina, 
Ca., Oceanside, Ca., Oak Harbor, Wash., 
Portland, Ore., and Taft, Ca. The 9th year 
of directing the Yosemite Family Encamp
ment saw over 6,000 in attendance. The 
1980 date is July 26-Aug. 1. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 211z miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN THE 
20TH CENTURY: A REFUTATION 

(Continued from page 7) 

Christ actually came in 1914 to reign. 5) 
All Christian religion is categorized as 
Babylon the Great (harlot). 6) JW's are 
the only ones who have the truth and are 
in God's grace. 7) They have a strict 
"works" concept of fellowship, i.e. one can 
drink but will be withdrawn from for smok
ing. 8) They teach that children are born 
inherently sinful. 9) They deny that the 
sto1·y of Lazarus and the rich man is a 
discussion of life after death and teach 
that man ceases to exist at death. 10) 
They teach there is no eternal place of 
torment as hell (Gehenna) and that 
wicked people simply cease to exist and 
this is all the punishment they will ex
perience. 

In my discussions with JW's I have 
come to this conclusion. They will prob
ably not be converted by simply giving 
t hem material and books which attack the 
JW's. You will get farther if you stick 
to one subject at a time and completely 
exhaust it. Give them time to share their 
pet passages which they think "support" 
their position. Listen to them. Then ask for 
time to share your beliefs. And open Bible 
is the best defense against any false doc
trine. Some suggested subjects for study 
are: a. Salvation, b. The Nature of Christ, 
c. The Resurrection, d. Destiny of the 
Earth, e. The Godhead. 

2715 Averill Ave., F lint, Michigan 48506 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd . 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

A TRULY GREAT HYMNAL 

-(:( Spiritual -(:( Well Arranged 
-(:( Durable -(:( Every Song 
-(:( Beautiful a Jewel 
THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL NO. 2 is the 
answer to a demand for a durable, usable 
song book. It comprises the best collec
t ion of spiritual songs ever assembled. 
Send fo r a returnable copy for examination. 

Blue or ton binding: $2.25 per copy, 
any quan t ity 

- - - Clip and moil todov - - -
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ploaso send 
...... copies of The Majestic Hymnal No. 
2 in blue . . ... tan . . . . . binding at $2.75 
por copy. (Texas residents add 5/'o sa les 
tax.) 

Nome 

City -----------------------
Address -----------

State -------- ZiP'-----

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1978 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundn.tion will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what h a.ppened and what was 
wri tten during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get 
yours while they are available. Price $ 10.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1977 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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Spanish Evangelist visiting tJ. S. Stresses 
The Importance of Herald of Truth 

Broadcasts From Spain 

"It's hard to believe, but Spain is the 
only country in Europe which allows 
Herald of Truth on radio. That is why it is 
so important to tnake sure the gospel is 
preached there. Many Spanish-speaking 
people in Europe 'are reached by the more 
powerful Spanish radio stations." 

So stated author-lecturer-journalist Juan 
Monroy, Herald of Truth speaker from 
Madrid, Spain, during a recent trip to this 
country. Monroy addressed a number of 
gatherings during his three-week visit. 
Encouraged and supported by Highland 
Church of Abilene, Monroy began the 
broadcasts 12 years ago, when he per
suaded the Spanish government to allow 
him to speak on five radio stations three 
times a week. At that time, says Monroy, 
there were only six congregations of the 
Lord's Church in Spain. Today there are 29, 
most of which were established as a direct 
result of the preaching of God's word on 
radio. 

Monroy receives as many as 200 letters 
a day from listeners in Spain. Each listener 
who writes receives a copy of The New 
Testament in Spanish, for further study 
and nearly 50,000 copies are distributed 
in this way each year. 

Today, "Heraldo de Ia Verdada," which 
is "Herald of Truth" in Spanish, is broad
cast three times a week on 43 stations in 
Spain. The programs are also heard in 
North Africa, in an area where 2,000,000 
Moslems live. In 1979, 100 Spaniards be
came Christians as a direct result of the 
radio programs. 

Jimmy Allen, Harding University, 
Searcy, Arkansas: In meetings which I 
held during 1979, there were 110 baptisms 
and 685 confessions of wrong. My 
schedule for 1980 is filled. 

FRENOH WORKERS' MEETING HELD 
IN GENEVA 

The "City of Calvin" was host for the 
annuaJ. French workers', meeting. Seven
teen full-time French-speaking workers . 
pantioipated in the retreat that was con
ducted in a mountain villa not far from 
Geneva. Several wives were able .to enjoy 
the time of relaxation and edification 
with their husbands. In all, 31 French
speaking Christians participated. 

Considerable optimism was expressed 
by the workers. Emphasis was on the 
posttive progress of the past and the 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES' CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 
The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics aiscussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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many possibilities for growth in the fu
ture. 

A new .bi-monthly newspaper for 
churches was presented. New slides have 
been prepared by brethren in Dijon, 
Lyons and Paris, France. Work contin
ues on a Bible study series on the New 
Testament to be published in French. 
Details were announced for the European 
Lectures which will be conducted in. 
Geneva in August, 1980. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 

IN TEXAS CAIJ. 

1-800-252-9103 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1Q95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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ANNOUN~ING . • • 

$4.25 
per copy 

Send for returnable 
sample 

QUANTITY PRICES 
1-49 Copies-$4.25 
50-99 Copies-$3.65 
100 and over-$3.35 

A BRAND NEW 

MASTER HYMNAL 

HYMNS 
OF 

PRAISE 
Just off the press! The newest and most complete gen~ral 
purpose hymnal ever attempted by our people. 

More songs than any other book- 754 songs-all you will 
ever need. All the old favorites plus about 100 relatively 
new and singable songs. 

COMPILED BY THE FACULTY OF THE FOUN· 
DATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC. 
EDITED BY REUEL LEMMONS. 

It cost a few cents more than other books, but you will 
find it to be a whole lot better. 

IT'S ALL THE BOOK YOUR CONGREGATION 

WILL EVER NEED 

Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Or Your Book Store 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Add 70¢ for postage on orders under 
$10.00 Over $10.00 add Bo/o 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 
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WALLACE EUGENE GOOCH 
Our esteemed and beloved Brother Wal

lace Eugene Gooch fell asleep in J esus. on 
the morning of November 29, followmg 
heart surgery in Waco, Texas. Commem
orative services were held at the Western 
Hills Church of Christ in Temple, Texas, 
Saturday morning at eleven o'clock, De
cember 1. Burial was in Bellwood Memo
rial Park in Temple. 

He was born on August 24, 1920 to the 
family of Brother and Sister William E. 
Gooch of Springfield, Missouri. He attend
ed Southwest Missouri State Teachers 
College and later Freed-Hardeman College. 

Wallace was baptized into Christ by 
Brother C. E. McGaughey at the South 
National congregation in Springfield as 
a teenager. He began preaching the gospel 
at age eighteen. . 

He and Gwendolyn Sprott were marned 
in Killeen, Texas, on July 29, 1941. Their 
t hree sons are: Dick of Temple, Texas; 
Eddie of Stillwater, Oklahoma; and Steve 
of Columbus, Ohio. 

His local ministry included the follow
ing congregations : Killeen, Gatesville, 
Dallas, (Urbandale) , Temple (Avenue G), 
South Waco, Victoria (Downtown cpngre
gation), Austin (Cameron. Road), Altus, 
Oklahoma, Temple (Norths1de) and South 
Waco for a second tenure of service. 

Brother J ames Le Fan and this writer 
were joint spokesmen for many co
laborers and friends in paying tribute at 
the funeral service. 

Wallace Gooch was uncompromising in 
his convictions of truth and r ight. He was 
steadfast and unmovable in his faith. It 
was easy to sense his greatness. His mag
nanimity abounded and overflowed to cheer 
and bless many lives. His smile was con
tagious. His optimism was exhilarating 
and inspiring. 

His loved ones can be reached : Mrs. Wal-

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 3lh to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13lh years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 
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or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 

lace (Gwen) Gooch, 7810 Tallahassee Rd., 
Waco, Texas 76710. Phone: 817-776-1403. 

Trine Starnes, Box 602, 
Waco, Texas, 76703 

NEW CONGREGATION 
A three-year dream finally became a 

reality for the Central Church in down
town Birmingham when the new River
chase congregation was formed in south 
Birmingham and met for the first time 
on Sunday, November 4. With the initial 
financial backing and about 25o/o of Cen
tral's membership, the church's future 
looks extremely bright. The first Sunday 
there were 226 for morning worship, with 
a contribution of $2,000. John Mills is t he 
Minister at Riverchase, the late James F. 
Fowler, former Minister at the Central 
Church, helped to spearhead this new work. 
The address is 1868 Highway 31 South. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonar d Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P . 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group r ate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
9.50fo ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF SSOO. 

9.5% interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

This advertisement Is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation or oilers to bUy any of these bonds 
The ofterlng is made only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- {214) 270-7583 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In thJs section ,1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertJslDg meeting places, preach~rs seeklns work or confQ'ega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
L.A.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 

"POSITIVE-SPIRITUAL-DYNAMIC'' 
Is what Paul Fisher, elder in Wichita Falls, says 
of Dr. D. Dewayne Davenport's Seminars in Church 
Growth. "May you continue to serve other church
es." Contact: Seminars, P.O. Box 246, Byesville, 
OH 43723 (614) 685-8055. 
OKINA.WA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Oklna wa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvln~r St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Con
venient to nation·s capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportatlon----dlrectlons ph. 628-0636 
or 941-1586. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
ltlonterrey, Mexleo.J Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"'A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
CHATHAM. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives ~r friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

B.A. Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UAI, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8-628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3&49, 
Lihue. HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A. Northwest Church of Ohrlst 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a llne, or call 624-1320. We wlll 
contact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:30: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-5[90 or 445-
3722. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morga~~ Ave .. 
u.s. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade, ltlln. 4'16-40G6. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
ltated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and spar~plug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary. House P.rovlded 
and some support. Reply to Church of Chr1st, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051. W. 28th St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
voung cons:cregation. with new auditorium to pa v 
for needs mature ap:p:ressive man who can provide 
his' own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 OT 
call (916) 885-5776. 

Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, provtde guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan nnd coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 3605 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For det8ills 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1334, Ruston, 
L.A. 71270. 
Mature, sound, experienced Gospel preacher desires 
a congregation. For more information call T. A. 
Grice, ( 817) 893-2926, DeLeon, Texas. 
AVAILABLE for full-time ministry or School of 
Preaching. SO years experience. R. D. Ice, 1206 N. 
Cayuga St., Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. (607) 277-8969. 
Young man wanted for youth and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send resu01e to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2846, 
Riverside, California 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2854 OT 1-714-684-8110). 
SOUEGA YOUTH HOME in beautiful Southwest 
Georgia needs dedicated Christian house parents and 
relief house parents (or matron) for girls cottage. 
Write Mark Seechrest. Rt. 1, Box 100, Sylvester, Gu.. 
81791 or call 912-776-3479. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6846. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000; only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
in~Z" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. · 
4: l1-16) for mo•·e effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), nnd evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97850; ph. (503) 968-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist, 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 534-5028; 963-
6434 or 963-9035. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted for congregation in Wilson, Okla. 
Must be mature. Have some experience. House fur
nished. Wages comparable with surrounding con
gregations. For informaton call 229-0761 after 5 
o'clock. 
Preacher available, Mo., Ill., Ark. Experienced 
pulpit, personal work, school of preaching grad. 
Married, 45, 3 children. Support available. Co~tact 
C. Townsend. 1009 Medary Ave. S., Brookmgs, 
S.D. 57006, (606) 692-6451. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal evangelist to 
work full time in filling Brownsville, Texas with 
the gospel; no pulpit work: write to P. 0. Box 
2175. Brownsville, Tx. 78520. 
Preacher available for full-time work with work
ing congregation. Age 48, with 15 years experience. 
Married. Prefer Texas, Okla., or Ark. Call: 405-
924-9229 or 214-486-2142. 
WANTED Dedicated, experienced~ . Floorcov~ring 
Mechanic. Owners are Christian; bud~mg a busmess 
with people in whom faith makes a d1fference. Pray 
about it, then send resume to: Tri States Carpets, 
Inc., Route 4, Box 122, Savannah, Tenn. 88372. 
Att.: Jim Williams, President. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Sprin"!l Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have expertence in 
business rnnnagement and Christiim camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 

to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill, Okla. 78446. 

HELP NEEDED TO BUY BUS. We desperately 
need help to replace the old bus we are using in 
this mission field. We have a young church with a 
great future. We must have a new bus to work with. 
It will take $8000 in addition to what we can pro
vide: Will you help us? Dilston Church of Christ. 
Write Phil Sargeant, P.O. Box 42, Launceston
Tasmania-Australia 7250. 
Preacher wanted for small congregation in town of 
10,000. Good facilities, full support available if re
spond soon. Write: c/o Bill Hart, Church of Christ, 
378 River E, Dauphin, Manitoba R7N OH8, phone 
204-638-5283. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you arc moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint. Michi
gan 48504. 
WANTED: Full-time Preacher. Congregation of 
about Seventy, house furnished. Celeste, Texas, 
60 miles northeast of Dallas. Send resume and 
sample sermon on a cassette to Box 368, Celeste, TX. 
75423 or call 214-568-4245. 
Preacher wanting to work with congregation with 
elders In larger city. Will need to move by April. 
Call Marshall Denton 815-228-0268. 
VIDEO CLEARINGHOUSE. All who have video 
tapes available for sale. rent. or loan are invited to 
notify us. We will make information available at 
no charge to interested inquirers. Christian Video 
Service, Box 4174, Lancaster CA. 93534. (805-942-
4459) 
Preacher with 10 years experience available im
mediately. I would like to preach within a 150 mile 
radius of Abilene, Texas. Please contact Joe V. 
Reynolds, 2634 Garfield Street, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Telephone 676-1918. 
Full time preacher wanted. Ft. Sumner, New Mex
ico. Call 505-855-2583 or 505-855-2875. 
Preacher needed for church at 1001 El Camino Real, 
Box 721, Socorro, N. M., 87801. Small congregation 
In prime mission field with unlimited potential. 
Community growing and consists of large percentage 
Hispanic. Needs ability to relate ta different cul
tures. Must be very sound in faith with excellent 
leadership ability. Needs talent to inspire unity in 
congregational relations. Send resume and references 
to Phillip Hicks or call 505-835-8472. All inquiries 
treated confidentially. 
PREACHER NEEDED in Prescott, Ariz. Congrega
tion of 150 to 200, five elders, deacons and plans for 
growth. Ideal climate. We need an experiencd man, 
preferably college graduate, age 40 to 55, sound in 
doctrine, able to relate to people from widely dif
fering backgrounds. House and salary provided. 
Write: Elders, Church of Christ. 120 N. Mount 
Vernon, Prescott, AZ. 86801; or call Elvin Jackson, 
1-602-445-2900. 
WANTED: Pen Pals for boys and girls, English 
speaking, ages 13-17. Write, giving your age, to 
J. Smulders, P. 0. Box 958, East London 5200, 
Republic of South Africa. You will be put in touch 
with a pen pal. 
INTERESTED IN A FREE MISSION MEETING. 
THIS SUMMER. Please contact Dan Manuel at 
P. 0. Box 288, Palestine, Texas. 75801. Let us hear 
from You aa soon aa possible. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FounclafloD 
tries to screeD advertl11lng. and will uot 
knowingly take questionable advertfalng. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to ID• 
vestlgate. Like aD)" other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old sa)"'ng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvesflgatel 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafen in the 
smaU carton and three of these cartoM to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 
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This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy flowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set--all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when corn
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

HEBREWS 

·co ... -..4 ,., 

-
Price $8.95 

per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Cornrnen t.:1.ry on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 

16 [80] FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 29, 11)80 



Vol. 97, No. 6 

THE CHURCH CONTINUES TO GROW as witnessed by this group of 
young people who attended a meeting for French -spea king young people, 
hosted by the church mooting at 26 Ruo du Trone , 1050, Brussols, Belgium. 
Sixty- five attended the event. There were two baptisms. Ron Hobclmon 
preaches for the church in Brussels. 
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Leadership 

We are heading into a new decade, and one that will 
be very critical in the future of the church. 

One area that portends no outstanding progress for 
us is the area of leadership. The past half century 
blessed us with the presence of giants like Hardeman, 
Brewer and Wallace. Before them there were others 
whose names live on and even grow brighter with. pass
ing years. Where are the Davids of the 80's? Where will 
our leadership come from? 

It isn't uncommon to hear someone say, "When so
and-so is gone, where is there someone to take his place. 
It must be admitted that we have some great vacant 
places against the sky. 

During the seventies we endured the painful and 
senseless assassination of our leadership. We were in
fluenced entirely too much by criticism and foul reports. 
The sad sight of the seventies was a brotherhood gov
erned by critics, and the fear that self-seeking peddlers 
of filth would train their guns on us next. It was safer 
to stay in the woods than to lead_ the charge across the 
open field. There was no incentive for leadership. 

It is a sobering thing to observe that most, if not all 
our greater leaders were leaders before 1950. In the 
past 30 years we have produced very few. There are 
few in prospect who display the talent or show the 
promise of really leading us anywhere. We seem to have 
succeeded in making the price of leadership too high 
to be worth paying. And the rewards of leadership we 
have reduced to nothing. 

If the SO's provide any promise we must turn our 
thinking about leadership around. When the deepest 
hurts and the greatest strains on faith come from the 
actions of one's own brethren leadership is discouraged. 
The Devil had always rather work from within the 
church than from without. 

The mantle of the Elijahs of the past must fall on 
worthy shoulders. Some of our greatest battles are 
ahead of us, and some will be fought in the 80's. We 
ought to do some in-depth thinking on how we can pro
duce, and how we can encourage, leadership. And we 
need to tak~ measures to protect leadership from un
warranted attack. The 70's saw the wholesale destruc
tion of leadership in a number of nations, and in every 
instance chaos followed. Chaos will follow in the church 
if we do not encourage and protect leadership, and pre
serve its human dignity. 
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Training for leadership wiii lie heavily with our 
colleges and preaching schools. Every one of them de
serves our support and encouragement. They will all 
be under pressure to prove that what they are teaching 
is practically meaningful and that it will serve our age 
effectively. We get extremely tired of people who know 
little or nothing about the operation of our schools, who 
freely criticize them. Why should ignorance feel it has 
to justify itself? We are glad we have so many places 
where brains can be polished in an atmosphere where 
the emphasis is on the spiritual dimension. 

Training leadership is also the responsibility of the 
local church. Many a congregation has found itself in 
chaos because its leaders did not train successors. They 
led well, but they were swept into eternity eventually, 
and that without grooming someone to take their places. 
Local leaders almost always have to be oblivious to 
criticism or they will never be able to develop younger 
leaders. Jealousy and selfishness play such a strong 
part in local church politics, and personal appetites take 
precedence over the good of the Kingdom until it is 
difficult to develop leaders. The congregations are num
berless where leaders could not develop because the 
family would not put up with their imperfections until 
they learned how. We seem to have a perpetual open 
season on leadership. "Not qualified" is the verdict of 
many who are "not qualified" to judge. 

The pendulum seems always to swing to extremes 
and then turn back. Let us hope that the SO's will see 
a flowering of leadership talent, and a willingness to 
support and encourage it. The ship in which Paul 
sailed to Rome was floundering in the stress of a storm 
that threatened to wreck it. It had lost its power of 
motivation, its cargo and its direction. It was at the 
mercy of its environment-except for one thing: It 
hadn't lost its leader. The leader was not the Roman 
captor. It was Paul. The story turns out right, solely 
because the men on that ship were willing to listen to, 
and to follow, the leader they had. 

Let us fervently pray that the next decade will pro
duce a generation . of leaders who will be able to face 
what ever foes appear, and fight whatever battles we 
have to fight, with fully as much courage and as much 
faithfulness as did those who have gone before them. 
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You have probably heard the story of 
the· stubborn mule who refused to budge 
until the farmer rapped him across the 
nose with a two-by-four. When called 
upon to explain his actions, the farmer 
Sal'd "Well sometimes before you can deal , , h' t with a mule, you first have to get 1s a-
tention." . 

Ultimately, it may be that the one thmg 
which separates the growth rate of t~e 
modern church from the growth e~ert
enced by the first century church 1s the 
fact that we have not yet gotten the 
world's attention. In his analysis of the 
tremendous growth of the Jerusalem 
church Ray Fulenwider (How To Grow A 
Church Through the Bible School, pp. 20-
30) mentions two enlightening traits of 
that church. First, "the multitude was 
attracted." Fulenwider calls attention to 
three means used to accomplish this feat: 
1) by "sound . .. like a rush of a mighty 
wind" (Acts 2 :2). 2) by sight-"there ap,
peared to them tongues like as of fire ; 
and 3) the message of the apostles. Second
ly Fulenwider notes that, "they spread 
th~ir message widely. Acts 5:28 notes that 
all Jerusalem was filled with their doe
trine. .•. " 

The Jerusalem church was successful 
because those saints had the attention of 
the people they were trying to influence. 
In order to achieve a similar success, we 
must employ the same formula. In his 
book Why Churches Grow, Flavil Yeakley, 
Jr. 'found that growing churches are 
churches where "the subject [for conver
sion] was exposed to many kinds of evan
gelistic influence" (p. 72). There are elev~n 
of these influences, 1Jiz., 1) sermons m 
regular worship services; 2) Bible el~sses; 
3) gospel meetings; 4) cottage meetmgs; 
5) informal Bible study primarily involv
ing conversation; 6) religious radio pro
grams· 7) religious television programs; 
8) dir~et mail advertising; 9) Bible cor
respondence courses; 10) religious books, 
tracts and other printed material; and 11) 
social activities with members. of the con
gregation. While a growing church may 
not necessarily utilize all of these means, 
Yeakley did discover that the mean n~m
ber of media used by the fastest growmg 
churches in the group surveyed was 8.62 
of the eleven possibilities. 

It is easy to understand that the more 
methods we use to spread the gospel, the 
more people we will reach, and, subse
quently, the more people we will win to 
Christ. It is unfortunate that what is so 
obvious is so seldom practiced. 

Who's Who in Religion 
Near my home is a Zondervan Family 

Bookstore. In sifting through the wide col
lection of religious books sold there, I have 
found that New Testament Christians are 
conspicuous by their absence. Our fellow
ship annually publishes reams of printed 
materials. Yet the religious "household 
names" in American homes are Graham, 
Roberts, Schuller, Armstrong, and Dobson. 
The recognized leading religious thinkers 
are Bruce, Tenney, Henry, et. a,l. The 
world simply does not know about the 
Lord's church! We have not gotten, nor 
are we getting with any regularity, any 
attention! We see five reasons for this. 

Getting Their 
Attention 

DAVID ANGUISH 

First, we fear prominence. Brother Joe 
Barnett's point in his recent article, "We 
Whittle Them Down" (Firm Foundation, 
November 27, 1979) is well taken and 
needed. Men who have the ability to in
fluence the world for Christ should be 
encouraged to do so, not stifled in their 
efforts. 

Second, there is a fear that recognition 
is tantamount to compromise. To a degree, 
this fear has merit. Indeed, there are 
circles where Christians will not be wel
comed due to the non-compromising stance 
which faithful children of God must ob
serve. So be it. However, let us beware 
lest this real danger be used to excuse a 
failure to try to tell the good news to all 
men. 

Third, we have generally not recognized 
the potential for good which does exist and 
turned loose the purse strings that this 
good might be done. We live in an exciting 
time for Christianity! True, we are faced 
with a stiff challenge from our Lord's 
foes, but we have also been blessed with a 
wealth of means of getting the job done. 
Indeed, someone has noted that one man 
can preach to more people in one sermon 
today than Paul preached to in his entire 
lifetime. What remains is for us to busy 
ourselves with the task at hand. 

Fourth, we have not encouraged those 
with talents in specific areas to utilize 
them. Dr. James Dobson, author of nu
merous books on the family and related 
problems, was relieved of some of his du
ties in the denominational church in which 
he is a member that he might devote his 
time to his writing ministry. There are 
few, if any, in our fellowship who have 
been encouraged and freed to pursue such 
a course. 

Fifth, we have become overly zealous 
with self-feeding. Certainly, we must give 
attention to the training of saints, that 
they might become mature disciples. In 
fact, the Great Commission of Jesus is 
not fulfilled until we educate new Chris
tians much better than we often do. But 
must all (or even most) of our books be 
addressed to us? Do we not run the risk 
of feeding a status-quo which is going 
nowhere in a hurry? Should we not reach 
out to the world if we plan to convert it? 

One thing is clear: the early Christians 
were well known to their contemporary 
world. To be sure, much of their prom
inence was of the infamous variety, but 
they captured the world's attention, and 
they made disciples. We had best learn 
from their example. 

To The Work 
We will suggest three specific areas in 

which we need to intensify our efforts 
to gain the world's attention. 

First, we must better utilize our edu-

cation in reaching outward rather than 
inward. I am grateful for "our" schools, 
having been a student at the high school 
and college levels for eight years. We do 
need quality educated men and women in 
our schools who are true to the word of 
God in both word and deed. But what of 
the challenge presented by secular educa
tion? Here is a portion of society ripe for 
the gospel; further, here is an opportunity 
to establish a beachhead of influence for 
Christ. We must become concerned with 
making a greater impact in the educational 
realm than we are making. We need more 
and better student centers--places on col
lege campuses where the word of God is 
faithfully taught and its practice encour
aged, More disciples who are highly edu
cated must begin using their influence 
to communicate the good news of Jesus to 
as many people as possible. 

Second, we must intensify our efforts 
in radio and television. Good work in this 
area is being done by several across our 
land, and abroad. These works must be 
supported and encouraged to improve in 
quality and thrust. More such works must 
be started. In addition, we must compete 
for prime time influence. Currently, god
less materialism and perverted religion 
control the prime time market. Modern 
technology must be better utilized to reach 
the lost. 

Third, better use must be made of the 
printing press. A starting place is for each 
congregation to place as many books by 
Christians into local libraries as possible. 
The lost will not come in contact with 
our answers to the problem of atheism, 
family problems, the problem of human 
suffering, the pleas for undenominational 
Christianity, and other important mat
ters, unless we give them an opportunity 
to do so. Generally, for less than $10 a 
month a book can be added to a local li
brary. Is not one soul worth $120 a year? 

Furthermore, we need to be striving to 
write more evangelistically oriented books. 
Problems of the world must be faced by 
Christians--consistent, meaningful an
swers must be given to a world crying for 
help. We must work to place our books on 
the shelves of religious bookstores. We 
must take the lead in religious scholarship. 
We must get the the world's attention! 

Additionally, we must better utilize 
newspapers, a practice which is especially 
useful in small towns where the loc~l pa
per is the primary source of community 
communication. Short, well-written col
umns will potentially reach thousands
men and women who may never meet a 
Christian or attend an assembly of the 
Lord's body. 

Finally, we need more direct mail adver
tising, or "junk-mail ministries." Forty 
dollars per year will sustain a bulk mail
ing permit (There is a first-time fee of 
$30). For 3.1 cents per piece mailed, the 
gospel of Christ can be sent into every 
home in a community. Teaching articles, 
advertisements of upcoming events and 
opportunities for people to enroll in Bible 
correspondence courses, or receive free 
tracts and other literature, can be in
cluded. Again, here is a way to reach into 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Religion of Iran (3) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

HOSTAGES ALL: 

The crisis our nation has faced in Iran for the past several 
weeks has left many Americans angry and perplexed. But there 
is no way to understand the forces at work in Iran apart from 
the religious fanaticism of the Ayatollah Khomeini and his 
Shiite followers. The trouble began in early November when 
militant "students" seized the American embassy in Teheran 
and took Americans hostage. The Iranian seizure of the hostages 
has been condemned by the United Nations, the International 
Court at the Hague, and even Russia. But Iran ignored the 
world's condemnation and the Americans have remained 
hostages. 

The American peoeple have united in support of President 
Carter and in sympathy for the hostages and their families. 
It is possible that no event since the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941 has so united the American people. The Christ
mas season focused attention on the plight of ·the hostages. Hun
dreds of thousands of Christmas cards were mailed to the 
American embassy in Teheran, but whether they reached the 
hostages depended on the whims of their captors. 

But perhaps the crisis in Iran and the plight of our hostages 
can suggest a lesson that may help us to understand what Jesus 
means to us. Just as the fifty Americans are hostages in Teheran, 
so we too are hostages. Hostages all! Not to a fanatical Muslim 
Ayatollah. Not to heavily armed Iranian "students." Rather 
we are all hostages to sin. 

There are many New Testament passages which picture man
kind as fallen and held hostage to the power of sin. The book of 
Romans develops this theme in great detail in cbs. 1-S. The 
theme of Romans is the power of the gospel: "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek" (1:16). Why do all men need this gospel? The answer 
is that all have sinned and are held by hostage in the power of 
sin. 

The sins of the gentile world are described in Rom. 1:18-32. 
Though the Gentiles had once known God, they had forsaken 
their knowledge and had fallen into the depths of idolatry and 
immorality. Next, Paul turned to the Jews (ch. 2). He declared 
that even though his countrymen had been blessed in receiving 
the law, they had not kept the law, and were, therefore, sinners 
just as the Gentiles were. Thus, Paul concludes, "All have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God" (3:23). And, Paul declares, 
"There will be tribulation and distress for every human being 
who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek" (2:9). Thus, 
according to Paul we are hostages all to the power of sin. 

What makes the plight of the American hostages in Iran so 
serious is their utter helplessness. They are guarded by heavily 
armed "students," and there are chanting mobs outside the 
embassy. There is no possible way the American hostages could 
escape and save themselves. Nor is there any way that Ameri
can military power could snatch them from their captors. If 
our country resorted to military action, the hostages would al
most certainly be killed before we could rescue them. The 
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hostages are helpless to save themselves or to be saved by their 
countrymen. But in the same way those who are held hostage to 
sin are lost, hopelessly lost, and completely helpless to save 
themselves from sin. 

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus Christ has come 
to rescue us who are hostages of sin. There are two beautiful 
words used in the New Testament to describe his redemptive 
work in our behalf. The first of these words is "propitiation" 
(KJV) or "expiation" (RSV). Since this word is not in common 
use in our vocabularies today, its beautiful meaning may be 
lost to the average reader of the Bible. The Greeks used this 
word in the sense of appeasing their gods to obtain their good
will. The Septuagint (Greek OT) used the word for the mercy 
seat in the tabernacle where the high priest offered the blood 
of the sacifice. 

The New Testament declares that the lost are justified through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus "whom God has put for
ward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith" 
(Rom. S :25). This means that in the sacrifice of Christ God 
has redeemed the hostages from sin. He has upheld the demand 
of justice but at the same time he has made it possible for the 
hostages to be freed. W. E. Vine has written, "The expiatory 
work of the Cross is therefore the means whereby the barrier 
which sin interposes between God and man is broken down. By 
the giving of his sinless life sacrificially, Christ annuls the 
power of sin to separate between God and the believer" (E~
pository Dictionary of New Testamumt Worlds). 

The second New Testament word used to describe Christ's 
work for those held in the bondage of sin is "ransom." Jesus 
said, "The son of man came not to be served, but to serve and 
give his life as a ransom for many'' (Matt. 20:28). What a beau
tiful promise for the hostage who is utterly helpless! When 
Jesus promised to be a "ransom for many," the preposition 
which he used was anti and this means "instead of." Christ 
promised to die "instead of" those held as hostages to sin. The 
word ransom is also used by Paul, "For there is one God, 
and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 
2:5, 6). 

It is almost impossible for us to imagine a situation in our 
human experience that would be analogous to Jesus' offering 
himself as a propitiation for sins. But let's try. Let's suppose 
that the situation in Iran deteriorates to the point where the 
American hostages have been put on trial and two have been 
executed. The Ayatoilah declares that all will be executed. The 
deposed Shah of Iran then makes a dramatic gesture from his 
exile in Panama. He says, "It is better that one man die than for 
many hostages to be killed and for war to result. I will return 
to Iran and face the mobs." The Shah then boards a plane 
for Iran to face the bitter Ayatollah, the mobs of fanatical 
Shiite Moslems, and certain death. Should this happen, the 
world would catch a little glimpse of what it means for Jesus 
Christ to be the "propitiation" and "ransom" for us who are 
hostages all to sin. 
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India is the second most populated na
tion on earth, second only to China. It has 
a land area of 1,266,000 square miles which 
is about one-third the size of the United 
States. The population of India is present
ly approaching 650,000,000 which is three 
times the number of people in the United 
States. It has only 2.4 percent of the 
earth's total land space on which it tries 
to support about fifteen percent of the 
earth's total population. 

The general opinion of those who study 
India's problems is that the hope of it ever 
being anything but a poverty ridden na
tion is very dim, in fact, most say impos
sible. At its present rate of growth, by the 
year 2000 India will have 1.2 billion peo
ple, doubling its present population. It is 
estimated that 500,000,000 Indians are 
chronically hungry, and at least 100,-
000,000 live on the ground without ade
quate shelter. To say India has population 
problems then is putting it mildly. 

In order to try to visualize the degree 
of their problems, imagine living around 
nine times as many people as you do right 
now. India has nine times our population 
density! Its growth rate is 18,000,000 a 
year which is about as many people as 
presently live in the state of Texas, The 
Indian government has devised an exten
sive birth control program with some 80,-
000 Family Planning Clinics' and laws 
punishing those who have more than two 
children, but the birth rate continues to 
soar. The Indian people have historically 
believed in large families and that their 
spirits will never reach their goal unless 
children are left on earth to pray for their 
reincarnation. Additionally, modem med
ical advances have lowered the death 
rate. With the death rate down and the 
birth rate still up, India's population prob
lems can only be called hopeless! 

Closely related to India's space and pop
ulation problems is the old caste system. 
This tradition says there are five basic 
groups which make up this unjust society. 
At the head of this society are the Brah
mans who have all the advantages. At the 
bottom are the Untouchables, so-called be
cause any contact with them, even touching 
their shadows, would be polluting. The sys
tem forbids intercaste marriages. It is 
true that this practice has been outlawed 
and. greatly affected by modern changes, 
but still to a great extent it controls the 
social structure of India. The old idea that 
people should remain in and fatalistically 
accept whatever caste they were born in 
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still prevails. Much unlike western man, 
most Indians are not success oriented. 

Two out of every three people in India 
live on less than twenty-five cents per day. 
This is mere existence. Less than one-third 
can read or write. The calorie intake of 
the average person is one-third less than 
the "standard minimum" set by the United 
Nations. Indeed, it is an understatement 
to say that India has problems! 

According to missionaries who have 
worked for many years with the people 
of India, they are among the most gracious, 
warm and loving people of any culture. 
And yet, as we previously indicated, life 
is a daily fight for survival for most of 
them. It is most difficult for the western 
mind to imagine the ways and customs of 
India. Everything from food, clothing, 
transportation or almost anything you 
might mention is different. The staple food 
is rice mixed with hot, spicy curries. The 
fuel for cooking in many villages is cow 
dung. The women wear saris which is about 
six yards of cloth wrapped around their 
bodies. The men wear the doti which is a 
plain cloth wrapped around the body from 
the waist down. Sanitation, for all practi
cal purposes, is non-existent. Modes of 
transportation include trains, autos, buses, 
bicycles, oxcarts and walking; all of whic}l 
can be seen at almost any intersection of 
any Indian city. 

India was, of course, a part of the great 
British Empire from the late eighteenth 
century until 1947 when it regained its 
independence. Remnants of British influ
ence can still be seen throughout the na
tion. But since 1947 India has proclaimed 
itself a sovereign state and its leaders 
have consistently rejected outside in
fluence. However, they have out of neces
sity accepted products and finances from 
other nations, especially the United 
States. While the government does not 
allow foreign missionaries, it should not 
be labeled anti-religious, in fact, it pro
motes a certain amount of religious free
dom and the leaders recognize that religion 
plays an important part of Indian life. 
But, the national leaders are predom
inately Hindu and there is an obvious 
prejudice against Christianity. It is simply 
tolerated. One cannot obtain a visa for the 
purpose of entering the country to do 
Christian missionary work. It is possible 
to enter on a short-term tourist visa. And, 
it is possible to enter on a long-term basis 
as a university student doing graduate 
work. 

There are almost a thousand languages 

or dialects in India, but their constitution 
recognizes only fourteen. The official or 
national language is Hindi and is widely 
used in the north. Telugu and Tamil are 
more common languages in southern India. 
Most of the educated speak English and 
it is undoubtedly the most useful language 
in the whole nation. 

Religion, as we said, plays an impor
tant role in the Indian way of life. About 
eighty-five percent of the people are Hin
dus, about ten percent are Muslims and 
the remaining five percent represent all 
other religions, including the various 
groups of Christendom. It is estimated 
that about threee percent of the 
people are affiliated with various denom
inations, many of which were already 
working in India when the Restoration 
Movement was just getting started in 
America. Simple New Testament Chris
tianity is a late comer to modem India! 

Our missionaries have baptized an esti
mated 160,000 people in the last fifteen 
years, but the number remaining faith
ful to New Testament practices is some
what in dispute. There are a few preacher 
training schools. American and Can
adian missionaries have traveled in and 
out of the country for years and some 
Canadians have stayed on. So, the church 
has been planted in parts of India, but 
not nearly enough follow-up teaching has 
been done to help stabilize our work there. 
The most pressing matter at present is 
to teach and further discipleize the number 
of New Testament Christians now meeting. 

Hinduism claims about 600,000,000 fol
lowers in India, but it is believed by many 
that there is a wide-spread dissatisfaction 
within that religion. Many who have 
studied that religion's history and present 
climate say it may have run its course. 
These same people say "NOW" is the time 
to evangelize India! Any culture coming 
out of superstition and illiteracy is always 
prime territory for the gospel, and that is 
exactly where India is today. 

Paul's question of Romans 10:14 seems 
to have a bearing on our report at this 
point: "How shall they hear without a 
preacher?" There are doors opening and 
the possibility of getting preachers into 
India looks bright. God has placed the re
sponsibility of preaching the gospel to 
all nations ... India included .•. squarely 
upon the shoulders of those who have it. 
Anyone interested in further information 
about the India work may contact me or 
Gary Walker, Sunset School of Missions, 

8728 84th Street, Lubbock, Texas 79410. 
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ARLIE HOOVER 

"But don't you believe in interpreting the Bible literally?" 
This is the question often posed by the champions of pre

millenialism or dispensationalism, as they argue with post
millenialists or amillenialists. The question puts you on the 
defensive because your natural inclination is to answer, "Well, 
yes, uh • • • of course, I too feel that we should interpret the 
Bible literally." 

"Well, then," the dispensationalist replies triumphantly, "you 
must believe in the thousand year reign of Christ and the restor
ation of Israel, etc.) because the Scripture literally teaches it." 

No, that is a non sequitur It doesn't necessarily follow that 
premillenialism is established just because I admit that we 
should interpret the Bible literally. The word "literal" is one of 
those words like "liberal" or "inerrant" that must be carefully 
defined before it can function in a rational discussion. 

The term literal comes from the Latin litera which means 
"letter." Hence, to interpret something literally is to pay at
tention to the letters and words which are being used. Further
more to interpret the Bible literally means to interpret it as 
literature means to ask which genre of literature is being in
terpreted. When this is all done, it will become obvious that 
a literal interpretation of some writings will require you to 
understand them symbolically and metaphorically. 

Hence, those who criticize "symbolism" in favor of literalism" 
really don't know what literal means! Literal interpretation may 
require you to understand a passage in a non-literal sense. I 
know that sounds paradoxical but it is nevertheless true. 

Genre Analysis 

The Bible contains just about every possible genre or type 
of literature-e.g. narrative, story, epic, tragedy, satire, lyric 
poetry, epithalamion, elegy, encomium, proverb, parable, pastoral, 
prophecy, gospel, epistle, oratory, and, last but not least, apoc
alypse. This fact puts us on our guard against a monolithic 
system of interpretation such as the dispensationalist suggests. 

We must understand the Bible according to the conventions 
of the literary type involved. We must ask the questions ap
propriate to a particular literary form. To do this in no way 
weakens our belief that the Bible brings us truth from God. 
We simply say that God condescended to use certain literary 
forms when he. revealed his will to us, just like he condescended 
to use the Hebrew and Greek languages. It is no more degrading 
for us to study the rules of literary interpretation in under
standing the Bible than it is to study the rules of Hebrew and 
Greek grammar. 

Under divine inspiration a noun is still a noun, and the same 
goes for a verb, adverb, adjective, and preposition. Likewise, 
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under divine inspiration a poem is still a poem and a poem 
is not an oration. In ordinary life we make these distinctions 
very readily. We distinguish between lyric poetry and legal 
briefs, between newspaper accounts and epic poems. We dis
tinguish between the style of historical narratives and sermons, 
between realistic graphic descriptions and hyperbole l( exaggera
tion). If a lawyer stood up in court or turned in a brief that 
used poetic license he would be reprimanded. 

Many people study the Bible as if it were all history or essay, 
or some simple, straightforward literary prose. As a matter 
of fact, as estimated 1h of the Bible is poetry! If you are deal
ing with this literary genre you must ask a different set of 
questions from narrative. Prose standards won't help you in 
understanding poetry, because the poet isn't aiming to tell you 
a story or impart factual data. His intention is to express the 
reflective and emotional and aesthetic side of human ex
perience. 

Apocalyptic Literature 

Apocalyptic writings sound very strange to modem ears. Dr. 
Leon Morris quotes Professor Koole to the effect that apoc
alyptic literature is "those Bible passages in which, at divine 
bidding, an organ of revelation, prophet or apostle, presents 
an account of the mystery of the future, especially of the latter 
days, as it is made known to him in a condition of ecstatic 
vision by means of symbolic figures and events" (Apoealyptic, 
Eerdmans, 1972). 

Apocalyptic literature flourished in the two centuries sur
rounding the advent of Christ. It was an underground type of 
writing, written in code, you might say, designed for a secret 
group, a remnant, the wise ones who perceived that the present 
age was doomed. The theme is usually "the shaking of the 
foundations," the collapse of a well-ordered -worldview and 
stable culture, the passing of the conventional definition of 
values once shared by a nation or civilization. God is in his 
heaven, but all is not right with the world. 

Apocalyptic literature abounds on symbols--beasts, seals, 
rivers, mountains, stars, battles, numerals and multiples of 
numerals. Most students of such literature warn that you seldom 
take these symbols literally. This weakens considerably the 
premillenial interpretation of the book of Revelation, from which 
arises expectation of a 1000-year reign of Christ. A literal 
interpretation of Revelation must, to be proper be a literary 
interpretation, and this will militate against the dispensationalist 
view of the book. 

Columbia Christian College, Portland, Ore. 97220 
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(In an editorial last March on "Motivating 
Evangelism," Reuel Lemmons challenged 
us all to make this the year of practical 
evangelism. To send spies, as it were, up 
and down the land and to decide that we 
can " take the land." The following series 
of articles are thus intended to be a re
sponse to such a plea with r egard to what 
some want to consider Christianity's 
greatest foe and fai lure"- l slam.) 

Recently, newspapers, 
magazines, books, economic 
advisors, and California gas 
station attendants have all 
had much to say and ask 
about the second largest r e
ligious for ce in the world
I slam. The force and power 
of I slam is beginning to 
have an effect upon the lives 
of every person in the West, 
mainly through its control 
of oil reserves and more re
cently t hrough the threats 
of the Iranian crisis. Both 
the media and the populace 
have taken a rather nega
tive attitude toward I slam 
and its adherents throug h 
the years, and more so now 

with the rise of militancy in I slam._ One 
seldom sees articles in the media that 
would treat Isla m in any positive manner. 
"Islam: Always and Adversary" (Mem
phis Commercial Appeal ) , 'Call to Arms" 
(Tin~.e) , and "Militant Revival" (News
week) are but examples of the attitude 
adopted toward t he Muslim world. One 
will find much t he same in religious liter
ature and publications. Honestly, after 
reading such material, I am not very en
couraged to evangelize the Muslim. As 
Christians, how are we to assess this situa
t ion? Should political and economic s itua
tions cloud our attitude toward the Mus
lims? I s it fair to attribute the militancy 
of a few to the whole Muslim world? Are 
there opportunities for us to bring them 
to a faith in the Prince of Peace and 
Lord of us a ll ? I believe these issues are 
of greater importance than those r elated 
to the energy crisis or recession. Man has 
lived many years without the energy we 
consider a matter of life and death. 

Rise of Is lam 
In 570 AD, Muhammad was born to a 

relatively poor family in the heart of 
Arabia. His mission began about the time 
he was 42 years old, following several 
months of solitude and meditation. He 
claimed to have had a vision from Allah 
that demanded an end to paganism and a 
total submission (meaning of the word 
"islam") to t he one true God. As a r esult 
of his marriage into a wealthy trading 
family, he was able to exert considerable 
influence. Within ten years, resistance be
came so gr eat that he had to f lee for his 
life from Mecca to Medina. By 630 AD, his 
influence and power grew such in Medina 
tha t he was able to return to Mecca and 
there establish the religion of the "one 
true merciful Allah." Two years later he 
died. 

In Arabia, as well a s in Damascus, 
Sinai, and Constantinople, Muhammad 
met J ews and Christians. Just how close 
his associations with them were, no one 
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really knows. It seems that most of the 
forms of Christianity that he did see 
were heretical" or corrupted forms. 

A rapid expans ion of I slam followed in 
the 8th-10 th Centuries, and the Christian 
world soon suff er ed tremendous losses. 
Although western bias has attributed all 
of the I slamic success to force and fear, 
one would have to be honest and admit that 
there were other factors involved. F orce 
and persecut ion under the Roman Empire 
was every bit as great or probably gr eater, 
yet the church survived and grew. People 
were ignorant of the truth during the 
Islamic period, due to the unavailability 
of the scriptures a nd ecclesiastical con
tr ols. Also, Christianity had taken such a 
western political posture (due in part to 
Constantine) that it became foreign t o t he 
la nd where it began. 

The rapid rise of Islam led the Christian 
world into one of its greatest mistakes
the Crusades of the 11th-12th centuries. 
The consequences of this fiasco are st ill 
very real as one seeks to bring a Muslim 
to Christ t oday. It is difficult to convince 
him that the Lord's Kingdom is r eally not 
of this world and that h is t r ue disciples 
are not interested in political, economic and 
cultural dominance. Many of the fears that 
led the Pope to war with the Muslims are 
still apparent in parts of the Chr istian 
world. These fears may not be as justified 
as they were in the days of Martin Lut her 
who once prayed that t he church be spared 
from the Pope and the Sultan. 

Today, there are an estimated 750 mil
lion Muslims living in f ifty Is lamic nations 
and a signHicant portion of another 150 
nations. (There are 1 million in the U.S.A.) 
Rather t han considering these statistics as 
a cause for a larm, hatred or fear, I believe 
we should see t his as a challenge for us t o 
become more serious in our effor ts to 
communicate the Gospel to this segment 
of the world's population. 

Islam and the Restoration Movement 
There are very few members of the 

Lord's body today who have come from a 
Muslim background. Very few missionaries 
have been sent to Muslim peoples. There 
are a few places where some have been 
converted as in Bangladesh, India, Indo
nes ia or Greece. In the Middle East, there 
were a few converted in Jordan and Egypt 
in the mid 1960's but none r emained f aith
f ul. There are some isolated inst ances in 
T urkey. One of the main con tacts the 

church has today with Muslims in the 
Middle East is through the Galilee Chris
t ian Hig h School in Eilaboun, I srael. Al
most half the student body (of 220) are 
1\Iuslim and all attend regular Bible 
classes. 

While severa l legitimate r easons may be 
g iven for the seeming lack of success 
in evangelizing Muslims today, I f eel t he 
one that most immediately needs our at
tention at this point is our own attitude 
toward the Muslims. Unless we develop an 
atmosphere of understanding and love, 
then it will be very difficult to make any 
progress with them. Many of our attitudes 
today are very much the same as those of 
the early days of the Restoration move
ment and may need to be reexamined. 

The f irst missionary of the Res toration 
Movement, Dr. J ames T. Barclay, was 
rather symbolically sent to J erusalem in 
1851 where his initial experience with Mus
lims was not altogether pleasant nor suc
cessful. In one r eport he expressed his 
disappointment that so many Christian 
families at that time were still becoming 
Muslim. He was, howeve t·, very pleased 
w ith their hospitality and kindness to
wards him. On one occasion he read the 
Sermon on the Mount to the Chief Mufti 
of Jerusalem for the purpose of con trast
ing Christianity with I slam. He claimed 
the Mufti was "favorably impressed." 

Years prior to this mission experience, 
Alexander Campbell had written several 
times with regard to I slam, which in his 
opinion was merely a corruption of Chris
tianity drawn from the Old and New Tes
tament. Since the availability of even the 
Hebrew or Greek scriptures in Arabia at 
the time of Muhammad were extremely 
scant and the oldest dated copy of the 
Bible in Arabic is some 200 years after the 
death of Muhammad (Codex Sinai Aarabic 
151, written in 867 AD) one would wonder 
if Campbell would ma intain the same 
opinion today. There is no evidence that 
ho ever really met a Muslim, but in his 
debate with the skeptic Robert Owen in 
1829, he stated in his 15th reply: 

What is Mohametanism but a con·up
t ion of Chris tianity? I would not call 
the Pers ian, the Roman, nor the Egyp
tian religion different religions, but dif
ferent sects of the same religion; just 
as I would call Mohametanism a cor
ruption of Christianity. There is not a 
single supernatural truth in the Koran, 
that is not borrowed f rom the Testa
men ts. Whatever may have been invented 
[was] by licen tiousness of human imag
ination, there never has been but one 
divinely revealed religion. 

Later in an article in the lllillennial Har
binger (April, 1836) an even stronger 
statement was made when he wrote : 

And if we consider the ear t hborn sen
suality and the grovelling t heology of 
Mohametanism, we shall f ind it little 
better in many respects than heathen
ism itself. Bes ides, if Mohametanism 
were a revelation, th is very circumstance 
would establish the claims of Christian
ity to a divine origin, inamuch as it 
acknowledges the Messiahship of Christ. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Power of Positive Preaching AUSTIN H. EMERY 

The New T estament abounds in passages 
that tell us of the preaching done in the 
first century. Each affirms that there was 
a specific, positive body of truth to be pre
sented. Scripture such as 1 Cor. 1 :2.2-24 
where it is said that "we preach Christ" 
and such as Roin. 1:16 where "the gospel" 
is described as being the "power of God" 
to save hearers r emind u s of the power in 
a positive message. Whether we are con
s idering a pulpit message, a classroom 
situation or a one-on-one teaching occasion 
we need to understand the power of a 
positive message. 

Positive preaching is persuas ive! Many 
studies have been done to determine what 
persuades an individual to make any 
change. Repeatedly it has been noted that 
the more positive a presentation the more 
it influences behavior. A positive presenta
t ion of the truth, a bold and firm affirma
tion of the blessings afforded, a clear 
statement of who Christ is and the claim 
he makes on life is persuasive. This is the 
kind of teaching that is noted in the biblical 
record. 

Positive preaching is assuring! Chris
t ia ns need to have that "blessed assurance" 
of their own salvation. It is a ridiculous 
view that attempts to motivate unsure, in
secure saints to bring others to Christ. 
Many individuals have yet to discove1· the 
triumphant life in Christ because they 
have not h eard the positive m essage that 
assures them of a cont inued r elationship 
with the Lord. It is good for God's children 
to hear the g ospel in a way that reassures 
them of their status in the Lord's kingdom. 

Positive Preaching is encouraging! One 
weapon used effectively by the enemy of 
our souls is discouragement. 'Vhen the 
t ruth comes across primarily as negative, 
with great emphasis on the seeming tri
umph of sin, the result is not favorable. 
Our Lord is triumphant! He has con
quered and overcome and he encourages us 
to triumph. Positive preaching gives a 
needed emphasis to t he good, the right, 
the truth winning over sin. Each pre
sentation of victory is encouraging. Con
sider just how this grand theme of triumph 
is utilized by the Hebrews author in that 
memorable eleventh chapter concerning 
faith. Those who, by faith, conquered are 
held up as an incentive to the readers. 

Posit ive preaching is comforting! In the 
New Testament even a message dealing 
with the r eality of death is w1·itten in a 
note of triumph. Biblical wdters speak of 
using the message to comfort brethren in 
need of comfort. When a positive message 
concerning heaven and the reward of the 
faithful is heard it comforts those who are 
suffering loss or setback. Often we com
fort with words of a hymn but seemingly 
overlook the power of a positive message 
to comfort. 

Posit ive preaching is m otivational! John 
tells us that "perfect love casts out fear" 
and he explains that the "fear" of which he 
writes is that negative dread that can 
paralyze. On the other hand, the biblical 
description of love is a positive reality. 
Many times we forget a lesson long ago 
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learned by the worldly salesmen; a positive 
presentation moves a person untouched by 
negative thoughts. Positive motivation en
dures whereas often the negative persua
sion loses power in a short time. 

Positive preaching does not ignore s in! 
It is unfortunate that the term "positive" 
has been equaled with "softness" when it 
is not such at all. However, scriptural 
teaching concerning sin is accompanied by 
a positive affirmation of the cure, an 
assurance of the availability of forgive
ness, and affirmation of the corrective and 
often even an expression of confidence 
that the ones receiving the message will 
respond as God desires. There is nothing 
in a positive message that compromises 
with evil. Indeed there is a positive way 
to speak of sin's consequences; the "wages 
of sin is death" has been stated in quite a 
definite, positive manner. 

Positive preaching is rightly optimistic! 
According to the Revelation, our Lord will 
triumph. Scripture affirms that a day is 
coming when "every knee shall bow" and 

Portrait of a Good Guy 
Jesus' warning about wolves in sheep's 

clothing (Matt. 7 :15-20) is intended to 
be taken ser iously. From the Epistle of 
Jude we have learned that some of the tell
tale sig ns of "wolves" are: (1) whisperers/ 
grumblers, (2) fault-finders, (3) passion
mongers, (4) arrogant boasters, and (5) 
flattering manipulators. 

But it is not enough to know what is 
wrong, we need to know and practice what 
is right we need to " ... hold fast what is 
good" (1 Thess. 5:21) . In Biblical terms, 
what do the "good guys" look like? 

Paul gives a pointed answer in his sec-
ond letter to Timothy, when he declares: 

"And the Lord's servan t must not quar
rel; instead, he must be kind to every
one, able to teach, not resentful. Those 
who oppose him he must gently instruct, 
in the hope that God will g ive them a 
change of heart leading them to a knowl
edge of the truth .. . . " (2 Tim. 2:24-25, 
NIV). 

Here is a stmightforward profile of the 
authentic Christian teacher including dis
tinctive marks, manner, and goals charac
teristic of the servant of the Lord. 

.Marks 
Like wolves, the true sheep are known 

by their actions. Paul begins by laying it 
down that righteous teachers are not in 
the habit of quarreling (v. 24, Ot L maches
thai) . This word refers to weaponless 
fighting, strife, contention, or dispute, and 
has specific reference here to word-battles 
and semantic debates (v. 23). There is a 
legitimate place for defense of the faith 
(e. g . Jude 3), but not for pugnacious 
combativeness. The man who is "itching 
for a fight" may show contemporary 
"macho" style, but he lacks the character 
of the true teacher of righteousness. 

The righteous teacher is "kind to every
one" (v. 24). The term here is epios, and 

"every tongue shall confess" and that is, 
by any measurement, a positive, optimistic 
view. This kind of optimism, based on 
solid biblical teaching, needs to be heard. 
Christians need an optimism that says that 
we are on the winning side. We need that 
faith which is the "victory that overcomes 
the world" and a positive message is 
needed to share that faith. Those negative 
ideas that cause the saints to shrink back, 
fear the future, be insecure about their 
relationship in God's family and sense 
continual defeat as they serve Christ are 
destructive to the cause of Christ. 

The gospel of Christ is posith•e! J esus is 
Lord! God so loved he sent Christ! Be
lievers in Christ need not perish! Repen
tance leads to salvation! Confession is a 
positive affirmation of faith! It is baptism 
that p u ts u s into Christ! We should live 
righteously! W e are to let our light shine ! 
Faithfulness will be rewarded! Jesus will 
return some day! Judgment is coming with 
reward for the righteous! The church be
longs to Christ! Christ is going to tri
umph! We can, in h im, overcome! Let's 
preach it positively ! 

Fannington, N.M. 

JER RY HARVILL 

it r efers to soothing and gentle behavior, 
the opposite of aggressive, overbearing 
actions which cause resentment. Kindness 
is neither approval nor compromise : It is 
evercoming evil with good. Christianity is 
never a license for surly, rude behavior. 

The righteous teacher is "able to teach" 
(v. 24). This word didaktikos, has to do 
with both fitness and readiness. Christian 
ministry is not the place for the unpre
pared or the lazy. Unfortunately, "hoof
and-mouth" disease is a chronic pulpit 
plague. The true teacher is both prepared 
and eager. 

The righteous teacher is "not resent
ful" (v. 24) . Anexikakos means "bearing 
evil without resentment," and points to that 
patient forbearance in the face of ugly 
situations (kakos), which reflects the mind 
of Christ. The righteous teacher never 
prostitutes his pulpit by using it to air 
personal hostilities. Resentment and right
eousness are incompatible. 

Manner 
Beneath the righteous teacher's actions 

is a Christ-like spirit of "meekness" 
(prautes, v. 25). For the Christian this 
means neither self-confidence nor weak
ness; it means power under control of 
God. At the practical level, it will refer 
to that spirit in discussion which remem
bers that we also make mistakes and which 
finds no joy in sarcasm or humiliating 
others. It is the spirit of the golden rule. 

Goals 
According to Paul the righteous teacher 

desires two things for those whom he 
teaches: full knowledge of the truth (v. 
25), and clear-headed judgment as to the 
danger of t he devil (v. 26) . 

Even more important is the righteous 
teacher's dependence upon God for the 
realization of his goals (vs. 25, 26). The 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Gonservation of New Converts 
What do you think of a family that had 

a new baby born into it, and then let the 
infant die through neglect? "Terrible," or 
"Criminal," you may say, and you would 
be right. Neglect of a baby is an awful 
thing. Child abuse has become a major 
problem in America. 

What do you think of a congregation 
that loses most of its new babes (converts) 
within a few weeks or months of their 
birth? For some reason this spiritual mor
tality rate, which is said to average about 
50o/o each year, is not shocking to very 
many members of the church. In reality 
the loss of a spiritual babe is more serious 
than a physical loss because the salvation 
of a soul is involved. 

We constantly hear remarks about how 
evangelism is being neglected in many 
congregations. Conservation of new con
verts is even more neglected; even in 
evangelistic churches (i.e. churches that 
are baptizing many souls each year). Too 

. many babes die in spiritual infancy. This 
is why we must become aware of this 
problem and do something about it. 

When we examine the great commission, 
as recorded in Matthew's account, we see 
that after a person is taught and bap
tized, he must be taught and cared for 
after conversion (cf. Matthew 28:18-20). 
This is why we must take time to study 
and put into practice what the Bible re
veals about the care and feeding of 
spiritual infants. We must conserve the 
fruits of our labors so that in time they 
will be able to "reproduce" a new babe in 
Christ. A family will become extinct if 
the children born into it never grow up. 
This is also true spiritually. 

Spiritual Infancy 
Sometimes we make the mistake of 

thinking that a 6' 2, 200 pound man doesn't 
have needs after he obeys the gospel. We 
confuse his physical maturity- with spir
itual maturity. This is faulty thinking. 
The Bible refers to the new convert, who 
has been born anew of water and Spirit 
(John 3:1-5), as a "new born babe" in 
Christ (cf. 1 Peter 2:1-2). The new birth 
is the beginning of a spiritual life that 
must be sustained by spiritual growth. 
Growth must follow birth. We must never 
fall into the trap of thinking that a new 
Christian can stand alone, without any 
help, and become what God expects of 
him. A new convert will "die" in infancy 
unless the person(s) responsible for his 
birth continues to help him grow into the 
fulness of Christ (cf. Ephesians 4:11-16). 

As in a physical birth, the first few days 
of the new convert's life is very critical. 
How wonderful and precious is a new
born babe-and how weak and helpless. 
At conversion, a new babe in Christ is 
weak and in need of many things. This 
makes the work of conservation an im
perative. 

The Needs of a New Convert 
Every parent knows that the needs of 

an infant are almost endless. There are so 
many little things to do and details to look 
after if the infant is properly taken care 

J. J. TURNER 

of. This is also true of the spiritual infant: 
he/she has many, many needs. Some of 
the major ones are as follows. 

First, the new spiritaul babe needs to be 
fed proper spiritual food. The apostle 
Peter wrote, "As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby" (1 Peter 2 :2). This food 
must be supplied immediately if the con
vert is going to grow. 

The proper spiritual food for an infant 
is the word of God. The Hebrew writer 
said: "For everyone who partakes only of 
milk is not accustomed to the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid 
food is for the mature. who because of 
practice have their senses trained to dis
cern good and evil" (Heb. 5:13, 14). 

The new convert must be fed the basic 
principles in God's word. Many new con
verts are placed in "meat" classes such as 
Revelation, Daniel, major doctrines, etc., 
and aren't able to handle them. In time 
they become discouraged and fall away 
through malnutrition because they can't 
digest the "meat" (i.e. deep teachings). 
Just as it would be foolish and harmful 
to jam a beef steak down the throat of an 
infant, it is wrong to "jam" meat from 
God's word down the throat of a new 
convert. He can't handle it. Those responsi
ble for the care and feeding of spiritual 
infants must prepare a "special diet" in 
God's word for the new babe. 

The new convert, during the first few 
weeks, needs to be fed the same food over 
and over. He must be grounded in the facts 
of the gospel which he has obeyed. He must 
study the full meaning of his conversion. 
He must be taught how to pray; he must 
be taught about confession; he must be 
taught about assurance; he must learn 
how to use the word of God on a daily 
basis, etc. This takes time and must not 
be rushed. 

Second, the new convert must be shown 
love. It is a proven fact that a baby can't 
survive without love. This is also true of 
a spiritual babe. Jesus said: "A new com
mandment I give to you, that you love 
one another .... By this shall all men know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another" (John 13:34, 35). 

Love will provide for all the needs of 
the new convert. The church must 
"mother" new infants in pure love. This 
will motivate them to grow and develop 
into the mind of Christ. 

A reading of the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians will give us the qualities 
of love we must demonstrate toward one 
another in the body of Christ. 

It must be remembered, also, that this 
love is not a permissive love that lets the 
new babe do anything he wants to do. 
Jesus said, "Those whom I love, I reprove 
and discipline .... " (Revelation 3:19). 
Biblical love (i.e. Agape) always has the 
other person's best in mind. Love and pa-

tience will help a new convert grow as 
he should grow. 

Third, the new babe in Christ needs to be 
protected. There are many enemies seek
ing to destroy the new Christian. The devil 
is the major one. Peter said, "Be sober in 
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, 
the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour" (1 Peter 5:8). 
The new convert must be taught and shown 
how to resist the devil ( cf. James 4 :7). 

New babes in Christ must be protected 
from false doctrine. Paul wrote, "As a 
result, we are no longer to be children, 
tossed here and there by waves, and car
ried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, by craftiness in de
ceitful scheming" (Ephesians 4:14). 

Spiritual infants must be protected from 
evil companions. Paul said, "Be not de
ceived: Bad company corrupts good 
morals" (1 Cor. 15:33). New Christians 
must be taught and helped not to let the 
world drag them back into it ( cf. Luke 
8 :11-15). 

Fourth, the spiritual babe needs to be 
trained. This is a very demanding process, 
and requires a great deal of time. A spir
itual babe must be trained up in the way 
he should go. Jesus was the master trainer 
of men. He taught them by word as well 
as by example. A good example of this is 
prayer. The Lord not only taught them 
how to pray (cf. Luke 11:1-5); He demon
strated prayer throughout his personal 
ministry with the disciples. 

The training of a new convert involves 
exercise. Paul wrote: "For bodily exercise 
profiteth little: but godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come" (I Timothy 4:8). The new Chris
tian must exercise himself in good works 
(cf. James 2), and godliness (II Peter 
1:5-7). A physical member of our body 
will lose strength if not used; likewise, a 
spiritual member of the body of Christ 
will grow weak if he does not exercise 
himself in God's work, etc. 

The baptism of a person is not the end 
of evangelistic efforts. We must continue 
the process of helping the new babe grow 
into the fulness of Christ ( cf. Ephesians 
4 :11-16). Paul wrote, "Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform (finish) 
it ... " (Phil. 1:6). 

The church must never fail to properly 
care for a new babe in Christ. We must 
not only win men for Christ, we must also 
hold them for Christ. 

In summary we must remember that 
every new convert will need these four 
things: 

1. Proper spiritual food. 
2. Shown real love. 
3. Proper protection. 
4. Proper training by word and demon-

stration. 
The church is responsible to God for 
the conservation of every new soul born 
into the family. We must be careful to 
fulfill this responsibility. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 
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This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of t he church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy f lowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, t hough they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar . Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set--all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the t ime honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 
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Price $8.95 
per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentar y on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentar y on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentar y on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Tit us, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ fo1· postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P . 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N , TEXAS 78767 



~SLAM AND THE CHURCH (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 
If it were worth the while, a comparison 
could be very easily instit uted between the 

two religions most marvellously to the 
advantage of that of Christ. 

Later in 1847, W. K. Pendleton wrote in 
t he same periodical that "Mohametanism 
is a mysterious superstition." 

While I would agree with the fact that 
Islam is not a revelation from God, I 
think it is a bit unfair to attribute it to 
mere "licentiousness of human imagina
tion" or "earthborn sensuality." All Mus
lims are not heathens. In many cases, the 
moral standards in Muslim countries rise 
far above those i n the western countries. 
Such attitudes do not encourage evan
gelism and really make the "giants in the 
land" bigger than they really are. Also, 
such statements would never interest the 
Muslim in the Gospel. 

With the resurgence of Islam and our 
lack of knowledge of Islam, we would no 
doubt do justice to the cause of Christ if 
we began by trying to understand what 
the Muslim really believes about his own 
religion and about Christ. One may find 
that the beliefs of the common Muslim are 
often as distant from the Qur'anic (clas
sical) Islam as the beliefs of a Catholic 
peasant in Galilee are from the New 
Testament itself. Thus, an initial re
sponsibility is upon us to develop an 
interest in the Muslim people of the 
world and develop attitudes that would 
open us to further relationships with them, 
especially in t he United States, that we in 
some way might have occasion to share the 
Good News with them. 
Box 142, Nazareth, I srael 

GETTING THEIR ATTENTION 
(Continued from page 3) 

homes on a regular basis and teach people 
who might otherwise never hear the 
truth. 

We are not suggesting that these 
thoughts are original, or that these meth
ods are the only way to share the gospel 
of Christ. Nor are we suggesting that no 
one is engaged in these works. However, it 
is true that, generally speaking, we are not 
taking advantage of these opportunities 
afforded us by God. Those with education 
and talent (both potential and realized) 
must be dedicated to getting the attention 
of a persistently stubborn world. Those in 
supporting roles must spar e no effort in 
assisting in these great works. If we really 
love the lost, and wish to save them, we 
must get their attention. 
45 Melanie Drive, Stockbridge, GA 30281 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

At pri·ces you can afford. 
Comfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

1--·---·-·-·---~~~~~~~~~~~-·-·-J 
1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 

Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1979 bound volume of t he 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase ln 
va.lue every year, 816 pa.ges of history of wh at happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get 
yours while they are available. Price $10.00 

A few volu mes for 1975 and 1978 available at $1 0.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

Note to subscribers: Plea.se give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES} CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 

The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics aiscussed. Reaching t()
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

order from 

$2.95 FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A. practical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in develo?
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office and staff, 
building maintenance, counseling, 
purchasing, selecting elders, organ
izing and managing an active pro
gram-it's all here. Written by a 
mao with many years experience as 
Dean of a college and an elder in 
the church. 

Order from 
FffiM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 
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THEISENS RETURNING 
MISSIONARY NEEDED IN MALAWI 
My family and I have just recently 

returned from Malawi, Africa where we 
have spent the past two years and eight 
months labouring in the work of the 
Lord. 

During this ttme in the northern region 
there have been 2,905 people baptized into 
Christ. Christiahs who had strayed away 
and were restored totaled 971. During the 
same period 55 new congregations were es
tablished. Due to the schooling of our chil
dren, it will be necessary for us to stay in 
the States. At this time the elders of our 
sponsoring congregation at 2576 Pleasant 
Valley Rd., Mobile, Alabama are looking 
for a family to replace us in Malawi. 

You are needed in Malawi. This work 
requires a seasoned gospel preacher, not a 
novice. Whoever goes there must not be 
afraid of frequent travel to distant places 
answering calls to preach and teach. 

If you are interested, get in touch with 
the Pleasant Valley Rd. elders and tell 
them: "Here Am I, Send me!" For more 
information, call me at 1-417-345-2192. 

John Thiesen, Rt. 4, Box 102A, Buffalo, 
Mo. 65622. 

THANK YOU FROM BAYOU LA 
BATRE, ALABAMA 

Wayne E. Holland 
The Christians in Bayou La Batre 

want to thank all who were respon
sible for so much help being sent to the 
hurricane victims in Mobile County. Being 
located on the coast, we were very hard 
hit. There was much destruction and great 
loss. 

With the help of Christians we were able 
to feed several hundred families, and give 
clothes to .several thousand individuals. 

We received 21 truck loads from six 
states. The dollar value would most likely 
exceed $350,000. 
Rt. 1, Box 665, Irvington, Ala. 36544 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. Instructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 201! addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79E01. 
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"PROFILE OF A GOOD GUY'' 

(Continued from page 8) 

importance of this cannot be overstated: 
the essential difference between the false 
teacher and the righ~us teacher is pre
cisely this God-factor. Make no mistake: 
no matter how clever, or how well trained 
a man is, if his trust and confidence is in 
himself, he is a false teacher, if not in 
word, at least in practice. Such is evident 
when ministry becomes a personal ven
detta: God is pushed into the background 
while success and failure are taken per
sonally. However, it is God who is the 
Giver, and the righteous teacher always 
looks to him for the gift of success. 

Such, then, is the profile of a good guy. 
Distinguishing marks include the absence 
of combativeness, the presence of soothing, 
gentle behavi9r, as well as both fitness and 
readiness to teach, and the ability to bear 
evil without resentment. These marks of 
ministry are carried out in a manner of 
God-controlled strength. Furthermore, 
goals are not self-centered but concern 
truth and are God-focused. The good guys, 
therefore, are different, not because they 
wear white hats, but because they are 
"servants of the Lord" (v. 24). 

Meadowbrook Church of Christ, Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

DEVOTIONAL 
BOOKS 

for your Bible Classes 
Also ideal for gifts, devotional 
guides and personal inspiration. 

BY 0. H. TABOR 

The Deeper Life 
Fruitful Living 
Springs of Faith 
Fountains of Love 
Hills of Hope 
Beams of Light 

$2 Each 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tx 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 

,.-----------------------------~ 

~ ContlnenteJ c~u~~ ~U~~ ~ ~ 1mTl~h y~?o! ~~~ul operation. ~ 
l Let us assist you in pla.nnlntg toward constr·uotlon ~ cyour new bulldlog. i 

Brochure sent on request. Call collect . • . i 
i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Oolum.blne Place P. 0. Box 40289 r 
) (616) 888-2818 NasbvUle, Tennessee 8'7204r. i 
--------------------------_...__..,_,__.._..._ 
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HARDING UNIVERSITY SETS ALL 
TIME RECORD 

On September 17, Harding University 
enrolled its 8,010th student, breaking the 
3,000 mark for the first time in its· history. 
Record enrollment last year was 2,879. 
Dormitory space was filled to over normal 
capacity in ten residence halls, and off 
campus apartments. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2% miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1Q95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY S, 1980 



''GO FIFTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOUL WINNING 
WORKSHOP 

MAKE 
DISCIPLES'' 
1980 THEME 

MARCH 2.7 -MARCH 30, 1980 

SPECIAL SPEAKERS 

EXPOSITION CENTER 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

THURSDAY EVENING ............ TERRY RUSH 

FRIDAY MORNING 
(WOMEN'S RALLY) ............ HELEN YOUNG 

FRIDAY EVENING ............... PARKER HENDERSON 
............... DAVID POWERS 

SATURDAY MORNING ........... BILL BANOWSKY 

SATURDAY EVENING ............ MARVIN PHILLIPS 
............ DICK MARCEAR 

ONE HUNDRED DAYTIME CLASSES 

LARGEST EXHIBIT AREA OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

LARGEST ATIENDANCE OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

15,000 ATTENDED LAST YEAR 

HOUSING IN HOMES, MOTELS, OR CAMPERS, AVAILABLE. BUSLOADS AND PLANELOADS 

COMING FROM ALL OVER THE USA! 

For more information contact 

GARNETT ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3434 S. GARNETI RD. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

( 918) 633-5031 

13 [93] 



ACU GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN 
ARLINGTON AND LUBBOCK 

The graduate programs in Bible being 
offered by Abilene Christian Univer sity in 
Arlington and Lubbock will continue in 
the spring semester, according to an an
nouncement from Dr. B. J. Humble, Head 
of the ACU Bible Department. 

Students may complete a 36-semester 
hour program of studies in four semester s 
and receive the Master 's degree in Biblical 
and Related Studies. 

The classes in the Dallas F t. Worth 
metroplex are offer ed at the Church of 
Christ Bible Chair at UT-Arlington. Dr . 
Carl Spa in will t each courses in "Church 
Leadership" and "Christian E thics" on 
Saturdays. 

Lubbock classes will meet on the Lub
bock Christian College campus. Dr. J . D. 
Thomas will teach " Contempor ary Re
ligious Thought" and " Romans." The third 
course to be offer ed at Lubbock will be 
"Personal Counseling," taught by Dr. 
Gayle Napier. 

Anyone who might be interest ed in en
rolling in either of these programs may 
contact Dr. B. J. Humble a t ACU (915-
677-1911, Ext. 2317). 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, {901} 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TIJITION. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 3lh to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 
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or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 

MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY 
Chuck Bagby 

My family hopes to be a par t of a four 
family mission team going to T ucuman, 
Argent ina. We have dedicated the next 
eleven years of our lives to t he est ablish
ing of the church there. I have studied 
Spanish since I was 14 wit h one aim in 
mind : to preach t he gospel in the Hispanic 
world. I now have a degree in Spanish and 
am a graduate of Sunset School of mis
s ions. We have had two setbacks in our 
plans as two congregations that had agr eed 
to sponsor us found t hemselves in "finan
cial difficulties" at home. We are now 
faced with one question. Shall we cont inue 
or shall we stop ? We desperately need to 
communicate with some congregation tha t 
would assume our over sight. Please con
tact us at t he address below. 
660 Marina Dr., St . Charles, Mo. 63301 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

F or Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

F oreign Workers covered a t same 
group rate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
9.50fo ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

9.5% interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

This adverhsement•t neether an offer to sell nor a soUcltatlon ot otters to buy any of these bonds 
The offering es made onty by lhe Prospectus 

l-·------------·--------·-----------------------------1 
PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 5, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
AclvertiiiiDg ID thla sectloD e1.00 per UDe. Deslguecl especially to accommoclate 

coDgregadoDa aclvertlslDg meetlDg plucea, preachers seek1Dg work or coup-rep
doD• 111eek1Dg preachers. Also other acceptable mutter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preacbing-J:>ersonal Evangelism-MiSBions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00P.M.=-----__,..~"""' 

DENVER, COLORADO ~~ 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 

''POSITIVE-SPIRITUAL-DYNAMIC'' 
Is what Paul Fisher, elder in Wichita Falls, says 
of Dr. D. Dewayne Davenport's Seminars in Church 
Growth. "May you continue to serve other church
es." Contact: Seminars, P.O. Box 246, Byesville, 
OH 43728 (614) 685-8055. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvlu,; St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd.- (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 628-0635 
or 941-1586. Worship wlth us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Fea&t. 
CHATHAM, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALA:sKA.=-.=.:........,.AN""=""'"c"""a=""'o=RAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con tact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Plea•aDtoD, Callfoi'Dlll 94506 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORsHIP-ONISLAND OFKAUAJ, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 3~49, 
Lihue, HI. 967&.6. 
Seattle, WA Northwe•t Church of Chrl.d 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a llne, or call 624-1320. We wlll 
contact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount .Vernon. Bible 
study, 9:80: Worship, 10:80 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-5190 or 445-
3722. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small detennlned congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a rledicPte'l 
man with preaching, teaching, and snarkplug cana
bilities. Some experience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For details 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation. with new auditorium to pav 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own supoort for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road. P.O. Box 12149, Parkville. Mo. 64152. (816) 
891..()681. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Sneedy service. 
reasonable price. Send for fnfonnl\tion and free 
sample directory. Soangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. ~ingle or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2} years of college. Position may be combined with 
contmued educat1on at university . .Position requires 
individuals to hve in group home with school age 
children, provide guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike !toss, M~W. 
::-3upervisor of uroup Home bervice, Christian Child 
Help .l<'oundation, a605 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Unurcn of Cnrist, 
46\10 ~. Logan a03-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

k lHUA, AIUZ., UGJ. W. :.:~th 1St. l:)unday-
lU, H a.m. & 6:au p.m. .1:-'h, 344-a7oo 

Mature, sound, experienced Gospel preacher desires 
a congregatiOn. l•or more intormat1on call '1'. A. 
Grice, (~.17 J tl98-~926, lJeLeon, '1'exas. 
Young manwanted fOryoutbtmd ::p..:..e-rs_o_n_a_l_w_or-k 
in a rapHUY growmg congregation of turee nunurec.l 
plus. Must be very sound in faith w1th proven 
lestJentup ab11ity and good references. Salary com
mensurate Wltn qualifications. bend resur:ne to 
Ma~nolia Center Cnurcn of Christ, .1".0 • .Hox 2846, 
Rtverside, Cahfornia 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
l-7J.4-7t14-2854 or J.-714-684-8110). 
b: \' Al'¥ IS\' ILL~!:, .LN IJ., :auG Jll. Morgan .A. ve., 
li.IS. 4UU .i!:UIIIt Uppu111Ue K-Uurt. UIUee 4'1'1-
~::'11. Hubby Wade, MID, 4'16-tUGU. 
Mouterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. FuDdlcluDea 109 

"A" Ul'.t:, .lt'racc: • .H11enos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, .lt.:vangeli.sta 
W::-:-a-n-:-ted-:-:--=F=i'u..:;l~l :..:t:..:J=.m""e::::;:Preacher, who=c::a..:;n::......p-ro-v""i""'d_e_h,...t-. s 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 8620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331, 206-374-6845. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present. part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportumty to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
ing" and equipping Christians for ministry \Eph. 
4: 11-16) fot· mol'e effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P .0. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97850: ph. (508) 963-8987. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist, 963-9018 
or one of tht. following numbers: 534-5028: 963-
6434 or 963-9035. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted for congregation in Wilson, Okla. 
Must be mature. Have some experience. House fur
nished. Wages comparable with surrounding con
gregations. For fnformaton call 229-0761 after 5 
o'clock. 
Preacher available, Mo., Ill., Ark. Experienced 
pulpit, personal work, school of preaching grad. 
Married, 45, 8 children. Support available. Contact 
C. Townsend, 1009 Medary Ave. S., Brookings, 
S. D. 57006, (605) 692-6451. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal evangelist to 
work full time in filling Brownsville, Texas with 
the gospel: no pulpit work: write to P. 0. Box 
2175. Brownsville, Tx. 78520. 
Preacher available for full-time work with work
ing congregation. Age 48, with 15 years experience. 
Married. Prefer Texas, Okla., or Ark. Call: 405-
924-9229 or 214-486-2142. 
WANTED Dedicated, experienced, Floorcoverlng 
Mechanic. Owners are Christian; building a business 
with people in whom faith makes a difference. Pray 
about it, then send resume to: Trl States Carpets, 
Inc.. Route 4. Box l 22, Savannah, Tenn. 88872. 
Att.: Jim Williams, President. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Springs Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Sand resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75. Madill. Okla. 78446. 
HELP NEEDED TO BUY BUS. We desperately 
need hPlll to replace the old bus we are usin!:t' in 
this mission fiald. We have a young church witl• :o 
great future. We must have a new bus to work wit·· 
It will tnke $8000 in addition to what we raT> p•,.. 
vide. Will you help us? Dllston Church af Christ. 
Write Phil Sargeant. P.O. Box 42, Launceston
Tasmania-Australla 7250. 

CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 676, Jax., N.C. 28640. Phones--(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
Preacher available: Graduate in Theology from 
Okla. Christian College: 25 yra, old, married with 
one child. Minored in psychology & counseling 
courses. Loves to teach adult or teen classes Wants 
to MINISTER under elder leadership. Has ~cellent 
experience with foster families: parents and children 
both. Call 1-504-652-5902 or 1-504-536-2706 for Donald 
Hale, or write P. 0. Box 430, LaPlace, La. 70068. 
CHURCH BUSE8-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience ln bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 

FOR~S~A.L~m=-----------------------
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 216-1911 
=---=-=---:----==D=,;allaa. Toxas=-.....,..--
WashlngtoD, D.c. area-30 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VlrglDla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'11-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthySe-=d~o-n-a-,-a-n~d=--se-rv_e_th~e 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 3088, Sedona, 
Ariz:. 86840, 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full-time Preacher. Congregation of 
about Seventy, house furnished. Celeste, Texas, 
60 miles northeast of Dallas. Send resume and 
sample sennon on a cassette to Box 868, Celeste, TX. 
75423 or call 214-568-4245. 
PREACHER NEEDED in Prescott, Ariz. Congrega
tion of 150 to 200, five elders, deacons and plans for 
growth. Ideal climate. We need an experiencd man, 
preferably college graduate, age 40 to 55, sound in 
doetrine, able to relate to people from widely dif
fering backgrounds. House and salary provided. 
Write: Elden, Church of Christ, 120 N. Mount 
Vernon, Prescott. AZ. 86301; or call Elvin Jackson, 
1-602-445-2900. 
Housekeeper, live-in. Some child-care. Small salary, 
board, private new cottage on 400 acre ranch in 
small town. Must drive and have ref. P.O. Box 286; 
Bangor, Ca. 95914. 916-679-2876. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts-Gospel preacher with 
support wanted and needed (where the Lord's work 
really is). Call Joe Correia, 617 996-0754 or Jeff 
Peterson 617 768-8668 or write New Bedford Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box L-81, New Bedford, Mass. 02745. 

Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 892, Mariposa, Calif. 95888. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 
The Congregation in Wilson, Okla. needs an aggres
sive mature Gospel Preacher. If Interested call 
229-0761 or 668-2447. Call after 5 o'clock p.m. 

JOB WANTED: Young man with family seeking 
secular employment in the midwest region. Especial
ly in the Michigan, Indiana and Ohio region. For 
information call 616-884-7975. 

WANT TO BUY 
I need the following lp albums (records) by the 
Harding a.ca.ppella. Chorua for my library of sacred 
music. If any Church or individual has a copy of 
any one of these for sale please contact me giving 
general condition of reeord, and price: 

No. 121-We Praise Thee, 0 God. 
No. 128-Fairest Lord Jesus 
No. 120-A Sacred Symphony 
No. 118-The Life of Christ in Verse and Song 
No. 119-Come Ye Disconsolate 
No •... -A Tribute to Sanderson 
No. 205- ( 45 EP) Male Quartet 

Don Reece, Rt. No. 8, Radford, Virginia 24141. 

Wanted full time preacher-church without elden 
seeking man with experience and willing to work 
with congregation of 50 in town of 87000. Church 
of Christ, 2108 West Colleft, Grand Island, Ne
braska 68801 or contact Donald L. Skeen, 808 
884-8892. 

INTERESTED IN A FREE MISSION MEETING. 
THIS SUMMER. Please contact Dan Manuel at 
P. 0. Box 288, Palestine, Texas, 75801. Let us hear 
from you as soon as POSBible. 

Fumiture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thrlftf 
Congregation or Christian Schoo 

Please write or call for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Bx 8300 Ed Wl'llloD 
Waco, Texaa '16n.O (81'1) 'IJZ-llOf 
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++++++++++++++++ BE WITH 5,000 CHRISTIANS • : June 15- 18, 1980 

: On the Campus of the 
: University of West Florida in Pensacola, 
: Florida for 
~ 7:/te Seco11d AH1111al 

tSoutlteastern Sou/Saving Works/top 
+ \22:::::::::: ::::: :::::::. Something for Every F.~.i.l! Member 

: ·~ ~:: ~ ~~~!~~~:( ~~:~~ :~~~~~~~ :L:~ !:~ Y:Q ~ :R: ¢!TY: : ::::::: .. :_. .: .: .: .: .: .: . c:~::::dA::::: 
• · · ·. TALLAHASSEE-- - 175 Miles 

~ ·.· .. .. .... ........ : .. ·: ·. ·. :. ·. ·. ·j~·c·i<·s·o·~·.·~;s·s:· ~·.~ ·2~~ ·~.i;.e·; ·. ·:.: . . ....... .. ........ .. ...... .. . 
Youth Program 

Featuring 
Doug 

Kostowski • • ~ • 
........ .. .... .... .. ...... ... · 
·. BATO N ROUGE --- 250 Miles · . VACATION ·.· · ········ ·· ·· ·· ·· ·· · ······. 

ON THE GULF COAST .. _. .' .8.~~~.i~~~.~·~.~· ~:~·~5.'~ !i ~s.· .'· .. 
. . . ... ..... ... ..... .. .. .. 
· ATLANTA--- 325 Miles · 

• HEAR THESE MEN ALONG WITH 25 OTHER OUTSTANDING .... .... . ... . . . . ... . . .. . . . . 
• MEN AND WOMEN OF GOD. - Singing Led By Tim Walker. · . . . ~.E.~~~~~::- :-. -:- .-:??~ ~.i l~~ .. : . 

• • • • i : • • 

Theme: DRAWING MEN TO CHRIST 

.4/>... Piont tt In Ptnonal Evangtllun Pres. of S.W. Chrbuan College :x: Kou fmon. Tom r ... ,n. Tons BatsH~~~ o~o~~~~~:~bl~axte r 

:· . jAci<soN\il i.i.E·..: ._. ~ '4oo .Miies . . · .. . ... .... .. .... ..... ... ... ... .. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
· NASHVILLE --- 450 Miles ...... .. ....... ......... ....... ... 

·.· ·INSPIRATIONAL ··= 
. . .. .. ... . . ... . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . 
·.,. MOTIVATIONAL .· . 

. · .. ·: PRACTICAL .. : 
·.· . .. .. . ... .. . . . . .. .. . .. · . 
..... ...... .. .. . ... ... .. . . 

~ Chairman of B•ble Dept. 

i For Co::::~";:formation Wr::::·~•·m'"'- ........ . : t Soutltcastcru Sou/Saving WorksHop ···.·.··" · · t 
• 801 JOHN SIMS PARKWAY • NICEVILLE, FLORIDA 32578 • (Telephone 904-678-6026) • ...................................... 
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COME OVER INTO MACEDON IA AND HELP US is the pl ea of tho sma ll 
church pictured here. It meets in Douala , United Republic of C ameroun, 
as a result of efforts of N igerian Christians when they fled the Civil War 
in Nigeria in 1965. Now the "missiona ries" have return ed to their home
land, leaving babes in Christ where no wh ite man has ever preached. See 
their plea inside this issue for someone to come over a nd help the m. 
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Making It Real 

A conversion that does not produce a change in life 
habits and outlook will not last. At least one of the 
reasons why we lose to the church many of those who 
are baptized ~~ that we either do not know how to 
make the teaching of Jesus real in the lives of converts, 
or else we simply do not consider it important. 

So much religion is simply competing for the sup
port and allegiance of the religiously inclined. Church 
joining is the main thing, rather than life changing. 
Personal discipline and church discipline are at such 
a low ebb it is difficult to insist upon Christ being our 
King. It is difficult for a "me" generation to accept 
a selfless posture. And, so, Christianity is not really 
real with many· of us. We even get provoked at too 
much "commitment." 

Being a Christian is something much more profound 
than simply having parents who were Christians, 
and being fortunate enough to have been brought up 
in that tradition. Many young people become drop 
outs because they have no faith of their own, but, 
rather, have simply followed in the footsteps of their 
parents. Christianity was not designed to be worn 
on the sleeve, but in the heart. 

What people really believe vitally affects their lives. 
One cannot be intellectually honest and live a life that 
differs from what he really believes. There is a dif
ference in professors and practitioners of the Chris
tian faith. The moral structure of our entire society 
is determined by the general belief of our people. It 
is even more so in the church. Basic beliefs determine 
what kind of people we really are. 

And hi· this respect we have some distinct advan
tages. We must keep drilling it into our people
generation after generation-that there is one God; 
that Jesus is the Son of God; that the Bible is the in
spired Word of God. We must keep it before them that 
there will be a resurrection and a Judgment; that Hell 
is real and so is Heaven. We must keep preaching that 
man is not, and can never become, so sophisticated he 
does not need God. A deep faith in such points of 
doctrine will inevitably keep influencing and shaping 
our lives and the church through the future. 

The great tragedy of Protestantism is that it has 
generally broken faith with such fundamental princi
ples. Liberalism and Modernism have taken their toll 
of faith. Churches with nothing left to stand for are 
swiftly becoming extinct. We must not make their 
mistake. It is all important that we remain doctrinally 

2 [98] 

E;ound and true to the Scriptures. It is important that 
Christians know and understand the Scriptures. As 
a knowledge of God grows less with each generation, 
God himself fades further into the distance. God must 
be real before his Word can be real in our lives. Jesus 
on a bumper sticker can't change the world, but Jesus 
in a human heart can. The shape of our faith is the 
shape of our lives. 

Christians have an opportunity to be something and 
to do something. There is within every human being 
a soul-a spirit-a tangible link with God. Regardless 
of how far from home the soul may wander in sin, 
there is a homing instinct. That is why many in later 
life turn again home-to God. Mid pleasures and 
palaces though it may roam-there is no place for the 
soul like home. 

This truth is a great advantage in evangelical Chris
tianity. Down deep, people want to be saved. They want 
to do right. They want their lives to reflect righ
teousness. Often-because there is a real Devil-they 
are hindered, but in the bottom line they want to do 
right. 

To the extent that civilization loses its Biblical base 
we revert to barbarity. To the extent that the church 
loses it Bible orientation it loses its right to claim 
any of the blessings of being the people of God. If 
the church is going to be the light of our world we 
must make real in the lives of Christians the prin
ciples that made Jesus Jesus. 

A half century ago most public prayers contained 
somewhere the phrase, "Lord, help us to show the 
world that there is a reality in the religion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ." We have not heard that expression 
in a long time. We wonder if it would not be appro
priate to hear it again. Every Christian must strug
gle to make real in himself the teachings of Jesus. 
As Jesus was the word of God walking, so must we be. 
We must put godliness into action; Christianity into 
practice; until others, seeing our good works, will 
be constrained to glorify our Father. 

We must make it real-not for show, but for our 
own salvation. It .is Christ in us that is the hope of 
Glory. Until we make it that real we are ill prepared 
to endure what first century Christians endured, nor 
are we prepared to cover the world with the gospel 
as they covered it. 
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If I Were To Take Issue With My Brother 
Perhaps Satan's most effective weapon 

in stopping the work of the Church in 
the 20th century has been by his influence 
on some members of the church who are 
concerned about liberalism and modern
ism within the Church. There is no ques
tion that the church is threatened today 
by those who would compromise New 
Testament Christianity and the Bible out 
of existence. The Bible contains warnings 
about these wolves among us and we 
must all be vigilant that we do not allow 
Satan to weaken and dilute the Gospel of 
Christ in this way but Satan quoted Scrip
ture to Christ when he tempted our Lord, 
and I am convinced that he is doing the 
same thing to people today. 

Suppose that as an individual Christian 
I discovered that a brother in Christ was 
teaching something which I· believed to be 
contradictory to the Scriptures. Suppose 
further, that this brother was not a close 
personal friend and not geographically 
near to me. What should I do about it? 
How should I go about solving the situa
tion? What do the Scriptures enjoin upon 
me as I seek to correct my brother? 

On June 23 of this past summer my 
family and I were able to take a few 
moments away from our lecture series 
in the Pittsburg area and to visit the 
home of Alexander Campbell in Bethany, 
West Virginia. Brother Jack Gordon of 
the Crossroads congregation in McMurray 
was our guide and was able to share with 
us a great deal of the thinking and atti
tudes of a man who had a great influence 
on the Restoration Movement in the 
United States. Learning how brother 
Campbell dealt with these problems and 
how his attitude contributed to the enor
mous success of the Restoration Movement 
motivated me to look into God's word to 
see if his ideas weren't much closer to 
the way Christ would have tis deal with 
religious error in a brother than we 
practice today. Let us consider some of 
these ideas. 

One of these remarks made about 
Campbell's attitude towards others con
cerning religion was that he always as
sumed that someone who differed with 
him had the highest motive for what they 
were teaching or believing. He never as
sumed that someone was deliberately 
teaching error or compromise unless he 
was sure that this was, in fact, the case. 
I have heard Matthew 7:15 applied to 
men who were teaching something that 
was erroneous to be sure, but which ob
viously did not describe their situation. 
Jesus warned the Jews listening to him 
on that occasion "Beware of false prophets 
which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves." 
The word "ravening" here is from the 
Greek "harpax" meaning "snatching 
away at prey." This is not a description 
of a man who misunderstands a passage 
or a Christian concept. Jesus went on in 
these verses to tell us that the wolves 
that he was describing could be identified 
because they were evil and corrupt and 
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would bring forth evil and corrupt fruit. 
Our Lord was talking about evil and 
corrupt people who were not capable of 
doing good. These remarks were not even 
addressed to the Church. To apply them 
to a person who is in sincere error on a 
religious issue is a misapplication of this 
Scripture. 

One of the most unfortunate things hap
pening in the church today is the fact 
that some brothers will impugn the mo
tives of other brothers. To assume that a 
brother in Christ is deliberately attempt
ing to weaken or destroy the Gospel of 
Christ or to misrepresent a teaching of 
God is a barbaric thing to do. To assume 
that someone is deliberately embracing 
modernism or liberalism is to sow discord 
among brethren. Campbell and other great 
leaders in the Restoration Movement as
sumed a man was innocent until he was 
proven guilty. In doing this, much strife 
was avoided and much energy conserved. 
I have yet to see a derogatory article 
written about a brother that I know that 
was accurate in representing his position. 
Out-of-context journalism for the pur
pose of exposing error is one of the ~ost 
insidious acts that one can exert agamst 
a brother in Christ because it is virtually 
impossible for such a presentation to be 
accurate and to not impugn the motiv~s 
of the individual. The problem here IS 

that the writer has assumed that he or 
she knows what the position is of the 
person that they are attacking and thus 
construes any remark made in the light 
of that interpretation. 

How did the Christians of the 1st Cen
tury deal with an issue? In Acts .15. 'Ye 
see a situation in which some Christians 
were teaching that Gentile converts 
needed to be circumcised after the manner 
of the Mosaic Law. Paul and Barnabas 
had a major confrontation with these 
error-plagued brothers in Christ. There 
is no record given in the Scriptures ~f .a 
separation being made ~etween th~ l~dl
viduals involved. There IS also no Indica
tion that Paul and Barnabas sent letters 
throughout the Christian world of that 
day exposing these false teachers. Paul, 
Barnabas and the Christians teaching 
error went to Jerusalem to meet with the 
elders and apostles to work out their 
differences. It is interesting that the 
names of these erring brethren are not 
even given in the Scriptures. The Chris
tians of the 1st Century were sensitive 
to each other's feelings and respected one 
another even when differences arose. 

Jesus Christ laid down the attitude and 
the procedure that one should use in deal
ing with a problem like this in Matthew 
18 :15-22. Our Lord's teachings in this 
passage are not only wise, but they are 
the only way a person could scripturally 
deal with a brother who is teaching 
error. What does our Lord say? 

"Moreover if thy brother shall tres
pass against thee, go and tell him his 

fault between thee and him alone: if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother." Some who take issue with other 
Christians maintain that since no direct 
sin was done to them personally they 
are not bound by this Scripture, but if our 
purpose is to gain a brother how can we 
be exempt? The wisdom of Jesus' teach
ing here is obvious. If I talk face to face 
with the brother involved, I will be able 
to make sure that I accurately understand 
his motive and his belief. If I have mis
understood or impugne-d his motive, I 
will have the chance to see that. If he is 
wrong, I will have given him every oppor
tunity to see his error and rectify it. 

"But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established." Once again we 
have a plain teaching of Jesus that simply 
is often not being followed. The wisdom 
of Christ's teaching once again comes 
shining through this statement. Even 
when two men talk to one another it is 
possible to misunderstand. One part of 
settling a dispute is learning to answer 
and to ask the right questions. It also is 
possible that a third party may see that 
the issue in dispute is one that is a mat
ter of opinion or personality and not doc
trine. Finally it may be that both parties 
are in error and the third person by 
being there to hear both sides can recog
nize that. Most of the attacks made upon 
Christians or their work that I know 
about or have been involved in have not 
been matters of doctrine. They have had 
nothing to do with the Gospel or with the 
Church, but rather have been peripheral 
issues. Frequently the disputes have been 
over how to do something, not whether or 
not something should be done. 

If I were to write a critical article of 
a brother's position I would not only 
spencl_ some time talking to him alone and 
off the record, but if that didn't work I 
would bring someone with me to estab
lish exactly what is being said and taught. 
The person I would bring would not be 
my best buddy or someone whom I knew 
in advance would support anything I 
said, but rather it would be an older 
brother in the faith who knew me and my 
weaknesses and inadequacies and who al
so knew God's Word well enough to be 
able to understand the misunderstand
ings that others might have. 

"And if he shall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church:" If the brother I 
seek to help and correct is so cold heart
ed and so callous that he will not respond 
to these sincere efforts, he is spiritually 
sick. Every possible action would have 
been taken at this point to help him and 
to make sure that his position was under
stood and was properly represented. If 
he shuts out these efforts he has shut out 
the Church and the Church needs to know 
about it. How to inform the Church of 
his situation still remains an issue. The 
spirit of Jesus' teaching in this passage 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Christ Our Sacrifice 
O.H.TABOR 

"For Christ, our Passover lamb has been 
sacrificed" (1 Cor. 5:7). 

In general, sacrifice may be defined as man's devotion of 
himself to God embodied in a visible act. The inner impulse 
leading men to' praise, thank, and pray to God, finds an. e~
pression in language; but it is only fully uttered when It IS 

embodied in an act of renunciation by which the individual 
gives up something. Our purpose in this articl~ _is to s~e how 
he worked it all out so as to save us by the sacriftce of htmself. 
Paul reminded the Christians at Rome what Christ had done 
when he said, "You see, at just the right time, when we we~ 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly, very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous man, though for. a good man. some
one might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us" (Romans 5:6-8). The Hebrew writer said, of Christ that 
"He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself . . . so Christ was 
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people (Heb. 9: 
26,28). 

There are three words that come to our hearts as we study 
this subject. They are: identification, subjection and completion, 
as meaningful foundation principles. What the Jews had, we 
have, only with fuller and richer significance. They had only t~e 
foretaste or the shadow while we have the substance. Their 
passover was a prefigurement of ours. Christ, our Passover 
was typified by the Paschal lamb. John called Jesus, "The 
Iamb of God" •(John 1:29). He was appointed by God and an
nointed of God and "It pleased the father to bruise him" (Isa. 
53:10). He so identified with mankind that he became a 
suitable sacrifice for the sins of lost, dying humanity. 

In identification he became, as the Son of God, the son of 
man in order that he might feel with mankind the strokes, 
the lashes, the hurts as well as the joys and pleasures of hu
manity. In all these deeper emotions of the soul he identified, 
became related and experienced sameness. 

"When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, be
cause they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd'" (Matt. 9:36). Jesus Christ walked with the sick, the 
bruised, the crippled, the fainting and was "moved with com
passion" for he identified with such suffering. He touched 
hand and heart with the deaf, the stammer, the blind and the 
wretched and felt their woes. He saw his own city, Jerusalem, 
lost, astray and away from God, just wandering in darkness and 
misery and he wept. He felt the emptiness, the terrible lostness 
that sinners feel and often talked to them and gave the most 
touching parables concerning the lost state and the Father's 
love. The parable of the prodigal son goes deeply into feelings 
of soul when one is away from home and God. Here Jesus 
pictures the depths and the hurts of sin and shows how the 
son came to himself and returned to find love, warmth and 
forgiveness in the arms of a loving father. Surely Jesus must 
have told this story with tears because of his identification 
with lost souls of earth, but also he must have told the story 
with gladness for he identified with souls who come to know 
his Father. The story goes on and on in the New Testament 
to show his identification with humanity. We thank God for 
a Saviour who can be touched. He was tempted as we are 
tempted. He suffered, the guiltless for the guilty. He so stood 
in man's place that he felt with mankind their pains, heart
breaks, agonies, woes and loneliness. Someone has said, "He 
so identified with mankind that he became, as it were, the 
one great sinner and "God laid on him the iniquity of us all." 
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He died in our place, died as we should have died as our 
sacrifice: the substitutionary price which we could not pay, 
for the debt was too great. 

The second word is subjected. He was subjected to punish
ment which was due us and he received the judgment of God 
upon himself. No doubt, he greatly experienced the sense of 
being lost or astray and this showed in Gethsemane when 
he suffered all alone. He experienced the sadness of such a 
plight and he knew the heartaches of Iostness. Man turned 
away and deserved to be punished so he was wounded and 
bruised in man's stead. "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for OUR trans
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all" (Isa. 53:4-6). He was subjected to the pains of the 
cross when the nails pierced his hands and feet. As a crim
inal, he heard the words. "Away with him." They stripped 
him of his own clothes and put a scarlet robe on him and 
mocked him and whipped him. They platted a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head. They mocked him, smote him and 
gave him vinegar to drink and "Sitting down, they watched him 
there." He was so subjected to pain for you and me. The great 
question, which every thinking person has weighed in his mind 
thoughtfully, is why did he die? It was not because God was 
angry with mankind for we read, "God was in Christ, recon
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them" (2 Cor. 5:19). God was so wrapped in this act of 
Calvary that all of heaven wept with rejoicing. The angels 
rejoiced then and rejoice now when one sinner comes to re
pentance and goes walking toward heaven having accepted 
the act of Calvary and Jesus as his substitute. One takes 
hold of the grace of God by faith in his blood. It is baptism 
that is represented as signifying and embodying entrance into 
the eschatological reality of the Resurrection. To be baptized 
means to be inserted into the crucified, risen, and exalted 
Christ, for Paul says, "Do you not know that all .of us who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
(Rom. 3 :4). Again, he said, "You were buried with him in 
baptism in which you were also raised with him" (Col. 2:12). 
"When anyone is united to Christ, there is a new world; the old 
has gone, and a new order has already begun" 1(2 Cor. 5:17 
NEB). 

One final thing remains and the word that describes it is 
completion. In the beautiful prayer of our Lord he said, 
"Father, I have brought glory to you on the earth by com
pleting the work you gave me to do" (John 17:4). Again, he 
said while on the cross, "It is finished." The sacrifice has 
been offered. The offerer identified with lost and dying hu
manity so as to know their needs and feel their pains caused 
by sin which ruined the race and separated man from his 
Creator. He was subjected to every hurt that humanity can 
ever bear. All of this that he might finish the scheme 
of redemption. He is now qualified as high priest and king. 
Some da.y he is coming again and every eye shall see him. 
Until that blessed day his bride, the church, is risen with 
him and for her, tomorrow is now! From start to finish the 
New Testament rings with the note of fulfillment and the 
messianic age has dawned. God has assured us all of the 
future by raising Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and his people 
share in that victory and have passed from death to life in 
the Son, (John 5:24; Rom. 6:13), and have the promise that 
they shall be glorified with hiin. 

We wait patiently, but "eagerly for our adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies" (Rom. 8:23). The end is in sight, 
by the eye of faith, and all his promises are as sure as if they 
were already fulfilled. 
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Sermon Material-

Sin and Its Consequences 
KEITH MARSHALL 

What is the worst thing that ever happened to mankind? 
War? Disease? A or H Bomb? None of these: Sin is the worst 
thing that has happened to mankind. When sin entered into the 
world everything bad came with it: The need for hospitals, 
mental institutions, jails and cemeteries. If it wasn't for sin 
we would not have any of these. We are prone to forget what 
sin is and what consequences come with it. 

What Sin Is 

First, sin can be what we do. John said that sin was trans
gression of the law (1 John 3:4). This is man being across a 
line that he has no business crossing. Such men are defiant of 
law. They are rebels against authority. Sin is breaking the 
law of God. 

Second, sin can be what we tkink. Jesus said that if a man 
looks at a woman and lusted after her in his mind, he had 
committed sin. Later he said that it was out of the heart of 
man that evil thoughts, among other sins. Sin can be an act 
of the mind as weii as a physical act. John said that if a 
brother say that he loved God and hated his brother he had 
lied and thus sinned (1 John 4:20). 

Third, sin can be what we don't do. James said that if we 
know what is right and what we ought to be doing._and don't 
do it, it is sin to us. Then the Hebrew writer said that ail 
those that neglect the great salvation that God had worked 
out through the ages and consummated in Christ, they would 
be constituted as sinners. 

Sin's Consequences 

Sin is the Great Separator. It divides everything that comes 
in contact with it. 

Sin separates us from ourselves. When Adam and Eve sinned 
they became afraid and ashamed of themselves. There are so 
many people who don't like themselves and are torn within. 
They keep the psychiatrist in business. They neither seek 
God's forgiveness nor forgive themselves. 

Sin separates us from one another. Again, go back to Genesis 
and there you find two brothers and one kills the other. Why? 
Because of the pain of the sin of jealousy and envy. Jesus con
sidered division between brethren a sin and said that before 
they attempted to worship him they would have to make up and 
forgive one another. 

Sin separates us from God. Isaiah told the disobedient 
Jews that sin had separated them and God, in fact, it acted 
as a great wall between the two. Sin is so offensive to God 
that it causes him not to answer their cries nor reach out 
to them. James says that sin, when it has finished its work 
in us brings about a dead relationship between that person 
and God. 

Continuing in sin, separates us from heaven. Jesus told the 
unbelieving Jews that they would die in their sin and that 
doing so, they could not go to heaven when they died. Paul 
wrote to the Thessalonians, in the second letter, that all who 
don't know God nor obey the gospel would lose their souls in 
an eternal hell. In Revelation 20:15 John wrote that who ever 
was not written in the book of life would be cast into the 
lake of fire. 

Listen to David as he describes the consequence of sin in 
his life: 

"0 Jehovah, rebuke me not in thy wrath; Neither 
chasten me in they hot displeasure. For thine arrows stick 
fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore. There is no 
soundness in my flesh, because of thine indignation; neither 
is there any health in my bones because of my sin. For 
mine iniquities are gone over my head: as a heavy burden 
they are too heavy for me. My wounds are loathsome and 
corrupt, because of my foolishness. I am pained and bowed 
down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. For my 
loins are filled with burning; and there is no soundness 
in my flesh. I am faint and sore bruised: I have groaned 
by reason of disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire 
is before thee: and my groaning is not hid from thee. My 
heart panteth, my strength faileth me: As for the 
light of mine eyes, it~lso is gone from me. My lovers and 
my friends stand aloof from my plagues and my kinsmen 
stand afar off" (Psalms 38 :1-11). 

Thank God! There is an answer to sin. It is Jesus Christ. 
Paul said, "Him who knew no sin he made to be sin ON OUR 
BEHALF: that we might become the righteousness of God in 
him" (2 Cor. 5:21). Then, Peter said of Jesus Christ: "Who 
his own self bare our sins in his body upon the tree, that 
we, having died unto sins, might live unto righteousness; by 
whose stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24). Paul describes 
how that his sins were done away when Ananias came to 
him and said: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name (Acts 
22 :16). 

There is no reason why anyone should have to suffer the 
final consequences of sin. There is no reason why a child of God 
should live under the burden of the guilt of sin because as he 
repents of his sins and confesses them to Christ and asks for 
forgiveness he is continuing to walk in the light and maintain 
fellowship with Christ and to be cleansed by his blood (1 
John 1:1-10). 

Box 514, Rankin, Tex. 79778 
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Prejudice 
HOWARD WINTERS 

While we are all probably prejudiced 
to some degree on some things, this in no 
way makes it right. Prejudice is still a 
hateful thing, and the time is long past 
when Christians should have their hearts 
cleansed from it. 

But what is prejudice? The word means 
to pre-judge or to judge without the 
benefits of all the knowable facts. Or as 
Jerry Clower says, "A prejudice is having 
your mind so made up that facts won't 
change it" (Ain't God Good, p. 70). Prej
udice thus condemns or approves or is 
neutral without considering all the evi
dences in the case. It is the lazy and 
ignorant man's judgment (he can make 
up his mind without bothering to collect 
the facts). It is said that a little knowl
edge is a dangerous thing. And so it is. 
It is dangerous because with just a little 
knowledge one's pride will permit him to 
settle great issues on insufficient evi
dence. And once a matter is settled to the 
satisfaction of his uninformed mind, es
pecially if it has been expressed publicly, 
his is most likely to consider it humiliating 
to the nth degree to change it. Hence, 
prejudice enables one to base his conclu
sions upon pre-judgments rather than up
on facts. Let us consider two areas in 
which prejudice is working overtime: 

Religious subjects. The role of prejudice 
in religious belief and practice is almost 
inconceivable. The Bible is the standard 
of authority by which all religious sub
jects are to be settled. See for example 
such passages as 2 Timothy 3 :16, 17 and 
2 Peter 1:3, 4, This is a fact that is widely 
conceded but rarely practiced. The vast 
majority of religious people settle mat
ters of faith without having any idea as 
to what the Bible teaches on the subject. 
How do they do it? By prejudice-pre
judging without the facts. The mind is 
made up as to what the Scriptures should 
teach long before it is known what they 
actually say. 

Prejudice is thus one of the reasons it 
is difficult to teach people the truth about 
baptism, the church, divorce and remar
riage, morality, etc. The Bible teaching 
is clear enough on all these subjects. In 
fact, so clear that it would be difficult 
indeed for an honest and opened mind to 
study it without readily understanding 
that it teaches baptism to be a burial in 
water for the remission of sins (Rom. 6: 
4; Acts 2:38), that there is but one church, 
the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23; 4:4-6), 
that marriage is for life-that there is 
but one Scriptural cause by which a di
vorcee is permitted to remarry (Matt. 19: 
9), and that Christians are to live in 
purity (1 Cor. 6:9-11). There is nothing 
hard to understand about any of these. 
Why, then, do more people not believe 
what the Bible teaches? Simply because 
they have already settled their convic
tions without the benefit of Scriptural 

6 [102] 

teaching. They made up their mind as to 
what is right before they knew what the 
Bible said. And once the mind is made up 
(on insufficient information) the pride of 
prejudiceness will not permit Bible facts 
to change it. 

The race question. Race prejudice in the 
heart of a Christian is a contradiction. 
The whole thrust of Christianity is to 
recognize and restore the dignity of man 
•.. any man who will follow Jesus. It is 
incredible that a Christian should preach 
the gospel to one of another race, thus 
proclaiming that Jesus died to save him 
but then inform him that he could not 
work or worship or have social contact 
with him in any way that might imply 
their equality. To see one man as inferior 
to another is to deny everything funda
mental about Christianity. 

Nothing in all the world is more plain
ly taught in the inspired Scriptures than 
that all men are on the same level in the 
eyes of God. He does not see black and 
white men, rich and poor men, learned 
and illiterate men. He sees only men, men 
whom he loves so much that He gave 
His only Son to die to save their 
souls. Consider these Scriptural facts: ( 1) 
Every man is made in the image and the 
likeness of God (Gen. 1:26, 27). There are 
no exceptions to this and race has . abso
lutely nothing to do with it. (2) Every 
man has sinned (Rom. 3:9, 23; 5:12) and 
all sinners are equally separated from 
God (Isa. 59:1, 2). Again, there are no ex
ceptions. (3) God does not respect one 
man, or race of men, over another (Rom. 
2:11; Acts 10:34, 35). (4) Jesus died for 
all men-every soul had to be purchased 
with exactly the same price, the precious 
blood of God's only begotten Son (1 John 
2:2; 1 Peter 1:18, 19). ·(5) The gospel is 
to be preached to every creature-not a 
single responsible soul on earth is ex
cepted (Mark 16:15). (6) Those who be
lieve and obey the gospel, regardless of 
who they are or to what race they may 
belong, become sons of God (Gal. 3:26, 
27), citizens in God's kingdom (John 3:5), 
members of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 
12:12, 13), and children in God's house
hold (1 Tim. 3:15). (7) As children of God, 
Jesus said, "All ye are brethren." (Matt. 
23 :8). There are no inferiors and superiors 
among brethren. (8) All who remain 
faithful in God's service shall receive the 
same eternal reward (Matt. 25:30-46). 
The Bible thus teaches that there is no 
difference in people, as far as God is con
cerned (Rom. 3:22). If there is no dif
ference, would it not be a sin for us to 
make a difference? 

With all these Scriptural facts before 
him, how could any man reach the con
clusion that some men are inferior to 
others simply because the color of their 
skin happens to be different? Only by 
judging without the facts-prejudice! The 
color of the skin, like the color of the eyes 
or hair, has absolutely nothing to do with 
the value of a man ... nor with our asso
~iation with him. Only prejudice, fed by 
Ignorance of Scriptural principles and 
teaching, can see some races as inferior 
to others. 

Need a Coping Machine? 
CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

I saw an interesting advertisement in 
the San Francisco Chronicle the other day. 
Among several other items listed for sale 
was a "coping" machine. 

Now, obviously it was a typographical 
error. The machine was really a "copying" 
machine. But I was fascinated by the pos
sibility of a "coping" machine. 

Think of the number of times that you 
would have been able to use a coping 
machine. So many times life places situa
tions before us that are hard to cope with. 
A coping machine would surely come in 
handy, don't you think? 

For instance, parents are sometimes 
called upon to cope with situations with 
their children that strain them to under
stand. How can they strike the proper 
balance between freedom and control? How 
can· they give the needed independence 
without just turning them loose on their 
own? How a coping machine would help? 

Sickness, disease, accidents and death 
sometimes place demands on us that seem 
to be too much to bear. Many of these 
situations could be aided by a coping 
machine. 

And what about those times when you 
are irritated, aggravated, worried, or just 
plain "bugged" by something or someone. 
Wouldn't a coping machine help then? 

Need a coping machine? We have one, 
the finest made-faith in God. We just 
need to use it. 

Davis Park Church of Christ, 901 W. 
Ramble Rd., Modesto, Calif. 95350 

Yet race prejudice is one of the most 
pressing problems in the Lord's church 
today. While much progress has been 
made, and the situation is better than it 
was a ·quarter of a century ago, many 
Christians have still not learned that the 
color of a man's skin has absolutely noth
ing to do with his dignity or value. Those 
who still consider themselves as being 
members of a superior race should re
member Nazi Germany. Race prejudice 
was precisely the attitude that led the 
Germans to brutally murder six million 
innocent Jews, men, women, and children. 
They were killed simply because a "su
perior" race wanted to eliminate the 
"inferiors." But racial prejudice is no bet
ter in us than it was in them. It is hate
ful in anyone, but more so in Christians 
who are supposed to recognize the value 
of all souls. 

The Scriptures teach us to see all men 
as ~re~tures made in the image of God; 
preJudice teaches us to see superiors and 
inferiors. Which will control our lives? 
Will we continue to prejudge or shall we 
base our judgment upon the Scriptures? 

How can we prevent prejudices from 
ruling our lives? There is only one way: 
know the Scriptural facts and base every 
judgment on them. 

P. 0. Box 117, West Jefferson, N.C. 28694 
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In a counseling situation, prior to a 
very sensitive, personal disclosure, a per
son will often ask surface questions to 
check the response or reflexes of the 
counselor to see if it is "safe" to proceed. 
If the counselor "passes the test," the in
dividual will then move to deeper, more 
serious matters. 

One will often find this very same 
situation in his initial discussions with a 
Muslim. Due to cultural, political and 
historical problems, it is important that a 
person respond to these surface questions 
with sensitivity so one could develop a 
mature relationship with the Muslim and 
lead him to Christ. 

If, when we meet a Muslim, we go di
rectly into a discussion of the Bible versus 
the Qur'an (when we have never really 
read or studied the Qur'an), Christ versus 
Muhammad (when we probably know 
very little about the life and teachings of 
Muhammad), or logical syllogisms (when 
his faith is a matter of allegiance to Allah 
through Muhammad rather that a rational 
though tout system) then he will know 
there is really very little need to continue 
any fruitful search for truth with us. 

To encourage further outreach to the 
Muslims, especially in the United States, 
I have selected eight of the most often 
asked questions by the Muslim and rec
ommended a response to these inquiries. 
It is hoped that this will encourage one 
to talk about his faith with the Muslim 
and to respond in such a way that doors 
will be opened for the cause of Christ. 

1. What do you think about Muhammad 
and the Qur'an? 

If you do not know, for the sake of in
tegrity, says so! This is a very loaded 
question. It is one that is asking for an 
attitude more than information. Histor
ically, it has many problems behind it. 
In the 12th Century, Nicetas Choniates, a 
Byzantine ruler, decreed that before a 
Muslim became a Christian he would 
have to curse Muhammad and Allah at 
baptism. A score of early 20th Century 
writers could be quoted as identifying 
Islam as the work of the Devil and the 
Antichrist. There were great debates be
tween missionaries in the early years of 
Protestant missions as to whether the 
Allah of Islam was really the God of 
Abraham. There were theories that Islam 
began as a Christian sect in Arabia and 
thus as a Christian heresy should be 
fought and destroyed. 

The Christian world definitely suffered 
great defeats or losses with the spread 
of Islam. Following the disastrous Cru
sades, it was very popular in the West to 
develop a very biased and negative atti
tude toward Islam as they licked their 
wounds of defeat. They wanted the world 
to be convinced that the only reason Islam 
spread was because of the sword and 
force (which they too were using). 

On a positive side, Muhammad was 
very successful in destroying many of the 
ills of Arabia and the East such as deep 
rooted paganism and animism as well as 
the immorality and corruption that ac
companied it. Warring tribes were united 
together under Allah. Infanticide was 
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forbidden, even of female babies, and a 
genuine concern for the poor was taught 
to the people. The rights of the Chris
tians and Jews in Arabia were respected 
and protected by Muhammad. 

We, therefore, in honesty, must begin 
by respecting Muhammad as a prophet to 
the Muslim and recognize that he (the 
Muslim) accepts the Qur'an as God's 
Word. But, in loving kindness, explain 
simply that as a Christian, our allegiance 
is also to the one true God who revealed 
himself completely through the prophet 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 21:11; Luke 24:19). 
Because of his manner of life, teachings, 
and signs, I am convinced that my life 
would have no meaning and purpose with
out submission to God through Christ, 
mv Lord and Savior. Although classical 
Islam denies that God would reveal 
himself in this manner and that Christ 
was anything more than a prophet super
ceded by Muhammad, such a statement 
of faith could at least open one to further 
discussion and provide an opportunity, in 
a positive way, to present the Gospel to 
the Muslim. Such is an attitude we would 
appreciate others taking toward us as 
well, and it creates an atmosphere of 
honesty and openness. 

2. Why do Christians love the Jews? 
Most Muslims have generally felt that 

the Christian world as a whole has been 
against them in favor of the Jews. The 
western countries, considered by them to 
be Christian powers, have shown more 
sympathy in past years for the Jews, 
due in part to the Holocaust, than for the 
Palestinians expelled from Palestine in 
1947. The Jewish state and Zionism have 
had tacit support of the Protestant and 
Catholic communities. However, it is easy 
to see what one wants to see in history. 
The Jews have not always been so loved 
and supported by Christians. Jewish com
munities were plundered in Europe by the 
Crusaders in route to Palestine to re
gain the land and 'holy places' from the 
Muslims. The Jews also suffered in the 
Spanish Inquisition in 1442. Publicly, 
Christian communities have condemned 
the injustices the Jews have inflicted on 
the Palestinians and have given a con
siderably large amount of relief aid to 
the refugees. 

As Christians with considerable roots 
in Judaism, we do obviously have more 

affinity with the Old Testament than 
with the Qur'an. While the Old Testament 
prophesies the Messiah, the Qur'an denies 
Him. Also, such doctrines as premillenial
ism among the Protestants gives the Mus
lim a very legitimate right to raise a 
complaint, since those who interpret scrip
tures in this way become blindly sup
portive of Zionism. They try to read 
prophecy into every current event in the 
Middle East and it seems the Jews of the 
"Holy Land" today can do no wrong. 

A response would be that as a Chris
tian, we are to love everyone, even our 
enemies. This is a command from God 
through Christ. We regret the unfortunate 
events of history, which have some very 
black moments for both sides, but I neither 
participated in these, nor want to be held 
responsible for them, nor am I able to 
change the past. My love, as a Christian, 
is not limited to the American or Jew 
but must include the whole world--espe
cially the Muslim. I believe Christ died 
for the whole world and he commanded 
that as true believers in him, we are to 
live as examples of righteousness and 
justice among every nation so men will 
submit to God. 

3. Does the Bible predict the coming of 
Muhammad? 

Naturally, your immediate reaction is 
"of course not!" To this the Muslim will 
respond that you do riot know your own 
scriptures, and from here on the com
munication becomes hopeless. Thus, it is 
important to understand the source of 
this problem and to try to cope wisely 
with yet another very "loaded" question. 

In the Qur'an, in Surah 61:6, the fol-
lowing statement is made: 

And remember, Jesus, the Son of Mary 
said, '0 Children of Israel! I am the 
apostle of God (sent) to you, confirm
ing the Law (which came) before me, 
ancl giving glad tidings of an Apostle 
to come after me, whose name is Ah
mad.' 

Many Muslim commentaries on this verse 
will point out that Ahmad, a name for 
Muhammad, means "praised one" which 
in Greek is translated into the word peri
clytos. In John 14:26, Jesus did promise 
the apostles that the parakleton or "Com
forter" would come and remind them of 
all that he taught. Thus, the Muslims 
claim the word was corrupted and original
ly read the ''Praised One," namely Mu
hammad. However, lack of any manuscript 
evidence (other than this theory in the 
pseudo Gospel of Barnabas to be discussed 
in the next article) and the context it
self, makes such an interpretation impos
ble. In fact, there is evidence, long before 
Muhammad's time, that this text in John 
has not been corrupted. It would be very 
unlikely that Christ would send someone 
to deny his own death as Muhammad did. 
Also, the context makes it clear that it 
would be a spirit-invisible-that would 
come upon them soon, not after 600 years. 
One cannot be fair to the Bible and read 
something like this into it and we must 
show the same fairness by not doing the 
same to the Qur'an. 

(More next week) 
Box 142, Nazareth, Israel 
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The Crime of the Century kEN SAMUEL 

Four hundred years before Christ, the 
prophet Malachi was compelled as God's 
spokesman to ask Judah, "Will a man rob 
God?" The people then asked, "Wherein 
have we robbed thee?" God's answer was, 
"In tithes and offerings" (Malachi 3:8). 

Consider the possibility of these statis
tics (admittedly, these are rough estima
tions, but they do help us to visualize the 
seriousness of this crime): 

Based upon the strength of 18,000 con
gregations with an average of 35 wage 
earners, averaging $261 per week (the 
median income, according to the Census 
Bureau) the weekly contribution figured 
at a rate of 10% should be $913.50 per 
church for a total of $16,443,000 weekly 
nation-wide. The actual figure, however, 
is probably closer to an average of $635 
per week per church for a total of $11,-
430,000 each week nation-wide. 

If these figures are anywhere near 
correct this means that in addition to 
what the church is presently doing, we 
could immediately almost double our evan
gelistic and benevolence outreach just by 
coming up to a standard recognized under 
both Patriarchy and Judaism. Surely, for 
the Christian 10% should be a floor and 
never a ceiling to our giving habits. Judge 
for yourself! Are we robbing God? 

What could be done with this treasure 
from God's house taken by default? Con
sider for a moment the possibilities of 
being able to budget an additional $4 to 
$6 million dollars weekly for evangelism 
and benevolence in 1980 and every year 
thereafter. This would total $200 to $300 
million dollars more than we now spend 
on all local and foreign programs. 

$90,000,000-We could immediately 
commission 3,214 families to enter the 
mission fields that are ''white unto har
vest." This would be approximately $1,-
200 monthly salary and $800 monthly work 
fund, plus a one time expense for travel 
of $4,000 each. If these missionary fam
ilies made only six converts each year 
it would still add 19,000 souls to the king
dom of God in strategic places around the 
world. 

$75,000,000-We could allocate this 
amount in addition to what we are already 
doing for such great mass-media efforts 
as "Herald of Truth," "World Radio," 
"Heartbeat," "World Bible School," and 
similar efforts. Imagine what this would 
do to impact our national media for 
Christ? 

$36,000,000-We could provide this for 
the Central Church in Cleburne, Texas, 
and brother Alvin Jennings to send the 
"Star" quarterly to every home in Ameri
ca in their PLEA program (Plan of Liter
ature Evangelism of America). 

$25,000,000-We could render "Double 
honor'' to 1,000 elders by supporting them 
in full-time shepherding for a tremendous 
blessing to the church. Imagine how this 
would strengthen our efforts to reclaim 
backsliders and provide much needed 
counseling for so many of our families. 

$10,000,000-This would provide every 
child-care program among us an addi
tional $100,000 annually. Imagine how this 
could stimulate new efforts to help home
less children. 

When we have done all of this we would 
have spent a total of $236,000,000. Keep 
in mind that based upon our figure of 

There Is a Work That You Can Do TEX WILLIAMS 

When I was a youngster one of the 
favorite songs that was sung in the area 
churches where I lived had a line that 
said, "There's a work for every Christian 
in the vineyard of the Lord, there's a work 
that you can do." I believe that is true. 
As a matter of fact, it is biblical. Paul, in 
1 Corinthians 12, speaks of the body and 
its members. Each member of the body, 
whether deemed great or "less honorable" 
must function so that the body may ac
complish its purposes. There is a work 
for every Christian. Let me tell you about 
a need. Paul, in writing to Titus, says 
"Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and 
Apollos on their way so that nothing is 
lacking for them. And let our people also 
learn to engage in good deeds to meet 
pressing needs, that they may not be un
fruitful" (Titus 3:13-14). Caring and pro
viding for traveling evangelists and mis
sionaries was a way for early Christians 
to "engage in good deeds to meet press

ing needs," and to keep from being "un
fruitful." Let me tell you of a pressing 
need in which you can render assistance. 

One of the greatest problems that our 
missionary brethren have is that of gath
ering support and travel funds. Unless a 
missionary family happens to have made 
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contact with a congregation that will fur
nish all of their financial needs they must 
inevitably "hit the highway." I have known 
of men who have traveled as much as 
30,000 miles before either giving up or 
finally getting the necessary funds to get 
to their chosen fields. Some have been re
ceived by hospitable brethren and even 
though funds could not be supplied, they 
gave them food and a place to stay while 
they were on their journey to the next 
town or to the next state. Unfortunately, 
however, that kind of hospitality is not 
always the most prominent action by our 
bzrethren. Most fund-raising evangelists, 
if they have no acquaintances or friends 
in an area, have to stay in motels if they 
have the funds or sleep in their cars and 
perform their necessary ablutions in fill
ing station restrooms. 

Such a situation is not characteristic 
of the real intent and desire of our broth
erhood. There are many hospitable breth
ren who would gladly open their homes to 
traveling missionaries and provide a night 
or two of housing and food if they knew 
there was a need for such in their area. 
Sunset School of missions is going to col
lect and print a list of Christian homes 

(Continued on page 11) 

$635 average contribution per week per 
church in America we are already spend
ing $594,360,000 annually. The $296,000,-
000 we have accounted for above would 
be an extra amount made possible just by 
getting God's people to give 10%. This 
should be the great challenge facing elders 
and ministers in American churches of 
Christ in the decade of the '80s. Let's 
teach God's people that: (1) It is a crime 
to rob God (2) "It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.'' (3) And, what wonderful 
things we could do to reach our world 
for Christ, if . . . 

Northside Church of Christ, 2510 Highway 
62, Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

----o----

It Could Happen at Any 
Moment DAVID soswELL 

One fact that is taught throughout 
scripture is the coming judgment day. 
Most of us tend to think that this event 
is many years away. But Christ made it 
plain that the day and hour no one knows, 
save God himself. We are not to worry 
ourselves as to when it will happen, but 
when the day finally arrives be sure 
you're ready. 

The coming judgment day was even in 
the Old Testament. The prophets of old 
probably didn't understand all they were 
prophesying, but their prophecies are 
every bit as powerful as the words of 
Jesus. The prophet Isaiah foretold of the 
coming judgment day. (Paul quotes this 
passage in Romans 14:11 as referring to 
the judgment day). Daniel "saw" the 
judgment as being universal with every
one to receive their due. There are other 
parts of the Old Testament that point to 
the coming judgment day. As you read 
on please ask yourself this question. . . . 
Am I ready? If the Lord should return 
today am I prepared to meet him ? 

Another thought about the judgment 
day is that we will be judged one on one. 
Just God and you and no one else. We 
won't be able to say to God I used to be 
a faithful Christian, but I got my feelings 
hurt so I quit. That may be true but it 
won't excuse you. If your heart would 
have been right you would have kept on 
serving. You see not only will we be 
judged " ... according to our works," but 
we will also be judged on the very 
thoughts and intents of the heart. This is 
exactly why we must never judge anyone 
for only the Lord knows the heart. 

Yes, the judgment day is coming. Soon
er or later we will all stand before God 
and have our lives reviewed. It's a sober
ing thought. Are you a faithful Christian? 
Are you honestly serving God to the best 
of your ability? Are you, am I sacri
ficing for Jesus ? When all else is said and 
done if we haven't lived a faithful life 
serving Christ, what else will really mat
ter? God is giving you today to prepare 
yourself to meet him. Are you ready? It 
could happen at any moment! 

3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 
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All of us realize that in the physical 
realm one must be born before that one 
can grow to maturity. We should also 
realize that in the spiritual realm one 
must be born of water and the Spirit be
fore that one can grow into spiritual 
maturity. When we are born into the fam
ily of God we are babes in Christ, but 
through proper growth we come to be 
mature persons in Christ, capable of ac
cepting great responsibilities and bearing 
great burdens for our Lord. There are 
some who think they can ignore the birth 
of water and the Spirit and grow into ma
ture spiritual men and women. They may 
be able to imitate many of the traits of 
character of a mature child of God, but 
building a few of these good traits of 
character into one's life will not make up 
for the lack of the birth of water and the 
Spirit. 

Peter says that it is time "for judgment 
to begin at the house of God: and if it 
begin first at us, what shall be the end 
of them that obey not the gospel of God?" 
In this verse all responsible people are 
divided into two classes: the first class is 
the house of God; the second class is com
posed of "them that obey not the gospel 
of God." From this we learn that the only 
difference between the house of God and 
the other class is the fact that "the house 
of God" are people who have obeyed the 
gospel while the other class is composed 
of people "that obey not the gospel of 
God." From this we conclude that the way 
for an individual to become a member of 
the house of God is for that one to obey 
the gospel of God. If the birth of water 
and the Spirit brings one into the fam
ily of God, and obeying the gospel brings 
one into the house ,(family) of God, it 
follows that obeying the gospel is another 
expression for the birth of water and the 
Spirit. There are not two spiritual rela
tionships to be entered, one by the birth 
of water and Spirit, and the other to be 
entered by obeying the gospel of God. 
There is but one spiritual relationship 
under consideration, and that relationship 
may be entered by the birth of water and 
the Spirit, or by an expression which 
means the same thing-obeying the gospel 
of God. 

In the second chapter of Acts we are 
told that Peter preached the gospel to the 
people of his day with the intention of 
convicting them of the sin of crucifying 
the Son of God. When he had given the 
evidence, the people were pricked in their 
heart, convicted of sin, and they asked 
Peter and the other apostles what they 
should do for the forgiveness of their 
sins. Peter's answer is, "Repent ye, and 
bs baptized everyone of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit." In verse 41 we learn that 
those who received Peter's word were 
baptized and "there were added unto them 
in that day about 3,000 souls . . . and 
the Lord added to them day by day those 
that were saved." 

In Acts 8:1 we learn that the group 
to which these believers were added is 
the church of the Lord. 

In 1 Timothy 3:15 we learn that the 

Growing in Christ 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

church is the family of God, so when 
these people were added to the church, 
they were added to the family of God, 
they were children of God and ready for 
growth in Christ. We have found three 
different expressions which describe the 
manner of entering into this spiritual 
relationship known as the family of God 
or the kingdom of God. The first expres
sion is "born of water and Spirit." The 
second expression is "obeying the gospel 
of God." The third expression is "being 
added to the church." If the people on the 
day of Pentecost were added to the fam
ily of God, they were born of water and 
the Spirit. Those 3,000 people on the day 
of Pentecost believed the gospel, they re
pented and were baptized in the name of 
Christ for the remission of sins. When 
they did that they entered the church, the 
family of God. But no one enters the fam
ily of God without being born of water and 
the Spirit. Therefore, when these 3,000 
Pentecostians believed the gospel, repen
ted, and were baptized in the name of 
Christ for the remission of their sins, they 
were born of water and the Spirit and 
entered into the family of God. 

Things Essential to Growth 
As the physical child cannot grow with

out physical food, so the spiritual child 
cannot grow without spiritual food. Jesus 
says, "Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God." From this we learn 
that spiritual food for spiritual growth 
is the word of God. Peter tells us that we 
are as newborn babes to long for the 
spiritual milk which is without guile, that 
we may grow thereby unto salvation .. In 
1 Corinthians 3:1-3 Paul speaks of mem
bers of the church there as "babes in 
Christ." He says "I fed you with milk, 
not with meat for ye were not yet able 
to bear it: nay, not even now are ye able." 
Here Paul distinguished between the milk 
of the gospel which is for the immature, 
and the meat of the gospel which is for 
the mature Christians. And in Hebrews 5: 
12-14 he speaks of some who have been 
in the church a long time, but because of 
indifference they have not matured to 
that point where they can take solid 
food, "For everyone that partaketh of 
milk is without experience of the word 
of righteousness; for he is a babe. But 
solid food is for full-grown men, even 
those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern good and evil." 
This emphasizes the necessity for con
stant careful study of the word of God, 
that we may be no longer children, but 
that we may grow into mature men and 
women in the gospel. It should be noted 
that the traditions, opinions and philos
ophies of men will not contribute to our 
spiritual growth. These things are worth
while in their place, but they have no part 
in the growth and development of the 
babe in Christ into a strong active child 
of God. 

Exercise 
Paul told Timothy to "exercise thyself 

unto godliness: for bodily exercise is 
profitable for a little; but godliness is 
profitable for all things, having promise 
for the life which now is, and of that which 
is to come." Physical exercise is neces
sary for the growth and development of 
the physical body; so spiritual exercise is 
just as essential for the development of 
the spiritual man. If the feet and hands 
of a baby are tied down so that they can 
not be exercised~ that baby will fail to 
grow and develop in a normal manner. So 
babes in Christ must have spiritual ex
ercise in addition to the spiritual food if 
they expect to develop into normal Chris
tian characters. 

Worship 
One type of spiritual exercise which is 

essential to spiritual development is wor
ship in spirit and in truth. In Hebrews 
10 :25 we are told not to forsake our own 
assembling together as some of that day 
were doing. This assembly was for the 
purpose of worshiping God. We read of 
such an assembly in Acts 20 :7, where dis
ciples had met together on the first day 
of the week to break bread. 

Denying Ungodliness 
In Titus 2:12 we are told that the grace 

of God which brings salvation instructs 
us "to the intent that, denying ungodli
ness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly and righteously and godly in this 
present world." Denying ungodliness and 
living a righteous life will provide one 
with plenty of exercise to grow into Chris
tian maturity. It is worth pointing out 
that this exercise is for the children of 
God and not for children of the devil. 
The children of the devil may go through 
the forms of rendering such service, but 
never receive the spiritual growth that 
such service will bring to children of 
God. We may as well contend that one 
may, by exercise, grow physically into 
physical manhood without the physical 
birth, as to contend that one may grow 
spiritually by spiritual exercise into spir
itual manhood. 

Atmosphere 
As clean, pure, unadulterated physical 

atmosphere is necessary for the growth 
of the physical body, so a pure spiritual 
atmosphere is essential to the spiritual 
growth of the child of God. 

In 1 Corinthians 15 :33 the apostle 
Paul says, "Be not deceived: evil com
panionships corrupt good morals." Con
tinual association with impure people 
will leave some impurities upon the 
best of us. If we wish to grow into 
clean, pure, godly characters, we must 
be careful to avoid corrupt companion
ships. 

The atmosphere of a Christian home is 
a good environment for the development 
of a Christian character. The wholesome 
atmosphere of the Christian home will 
contribute much to the good spiritual 
health of the child of God. The impor
tance of pure atmosphere may be illus
trated by showing the effect of pumping 
poison gas into the air that we breathe. 
If a group of people are closed up in a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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SAINTS IN DOUALA, COMMERCIAL 
CENTER OF THE RE PUBLIC OF 

CAMEROU N, PLEADS FOR 
SOMEONE TO COME 

"kun-By-Yah" is the cry of the small 
church that meets in Douala, commercial 
center of the United Republic of 
Cameroun, according to Kirk Castleman, 
veteran missionary. 

The church' was started in Douala by 
Nigerians in ·1965, during the Civi l war 
there. Now the Nigerians have r eturned 
to their own country, leaving a weak and 
undernourished congregation of about 20 
members, meeting in government property 
which they must vacate by the end of the 
year. 

No white man has ever worked among 
these people. The fact that the Nigerian 
refugees were able to convert a respect
able number, and that the church has con
tinued to exist for 15 years without out
side spiritual nourishment testifies to the 
receptivity of t he people in this city of 
400,000. 

Douala is a g rowing seaport city with 
a n international airport. What a challenge 
to a gospel preacher! The city is destined 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·04;;136 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

to figure prominently in the history of the 
developing third world. The people have 
been lifted out of tribal paganism into 
the 20th century. A spiritual vacuum 
exists, and the population is ripe for 
evangelism. 

A correspondence course, serviced by the 
church in Oxford, Alabama has had out
standing success. Both French and English 
are spoken t here. The Oxford church 
would like to furnish information to any
one who might be interested in going, or 
forming a team of missionaries to go to 
this great city to take advantage of the 
opportunity. 

For information write the elders, Ox
ford Church of Christ, Box 3071, Oxford, 
AI. 36203. 

Note to subscribers : Please give your old 
address as well as you r new address when 
you move. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

Tho Director-8723 34th Street 
L ubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

Here at Cenil·al in the past six months 
eighteen have r<>sponded to the invitation; 
seven bapt isms, eight restorations and 
t hree by transfer of membership. Our 
daily radio program continues on WPDX 
at 750 on t he AM dial and 104.9 on the 
FM dial at 10:45 weekdays and 8:30 on 
Sunday mornings. 

ATTEHTIOH: CHURCH LEADERS! 
Sunset's 1980 Elders' workshop is now 
available on video lnpe for a low remal 
charge. 

CHRISTIAN VIDEO SERVICE 
Box 4174 Lancaster, Ca. 93534 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet , Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

Needed: Creative Song Leaders 

TEXAS NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL 
JUNE 7 - 14, 1980 

Sabinal, Texas 

The Oldest Song Leading School In The Brotherhood 
With 34 Years of Experience. 

*Training For Adults And Teens (Minimum Age 14) 
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*Training For Beginners and Advanced Students 

*Small Classes With Personal Coaching 

*Complete Cost: $17 per day (no add-on fees) or $120 
Cost Includes meals. room. class suppl1es. taxes 

Send For A Free Booklet 

Ideas For Creative Song Leading 

Write Edgar Furr I Box 456 I Sabinal, Texas 78881 
Phone: 915-653-1 090 (After May 18: 512-988-2654) 
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IF I WERE TO TO TAKE ISSUE 
WITH MY BROTHER 

(Continued from page 3) 
would suggest that the Church in the geo
graphic area where the man lives would 
be the starting point. It is possible that 
circumstances still could exist that might 
temper one's judgment in the situation. 
Local people are more likely to be aware 
of these things than one who does not 
know about them. Family problems, per
sonal tragedy, health problems, etc., can 
have strange effects upon a man and 
sometimes what is needed is direct help 
at the root of the person's problem. 

" ... but if he neglects to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican." Now every conceiv
able effort has been made. This man has 
even shut out the local people who have 
known him personally and loved him as a 
brother in Christ. To keep such a one from 
destroying the Church and impeding its 
growth, a drastic step must be taken. 
Then and only then must all resources be 
used to stop this man's influence-includ
ing the pen. At this point, I would be con
strained by Christ to write kindly and 
honestly about the problem and what steps 
I had taken to help the fallen brother. I 
woulld warn the Church, but I would ask 
their prayers for him and their help if 
they could in any way influence him. 

It seems to this writer that we have 
brothers in the Church today who are 
either ignorant of God's teaching in this 
area or are so far from Christ spiritually 
that they are, in fact, fighting God. The 
only solution is for the Church to cling. 
more closely to the teachings of Jesus and 
draw closer in attitude to the Lord's will 
in how we deal with one another. Alex
ander Campbell's approach to differences 
of opinion was to study and strive for 
unity. As a unity movement, the Church 
grew in closeness to God and in size. As a 
dividing body, the Church is losing ground 
spiritually and numerically. We can have 
the kind of unity and love the Lord ex
pects of us if we will simply follow His 
teachings. 

THERE IS A WORK THAT YOU 
CAN DO 

(Continued from page 8) 

and that will be open to these traveling 
missionaries and their families. The list 
will be provided to every missionary who 
needs it, so that he can make contact with 
these places where he can stay while seek
ing support. It will be a good contribu
tion to world evangelism and a good work 
that will keep one from being unfruitful. 
It can save time and money which can 
make it possible for the missionary to be 
assured that he can get back on the field 
much quicker. 

If any reader would like to have a part 
in this program, send your name and 
address to Missionary Service, c/o Tex 
Williams, 3723 34th Street, Lubbock, Tex
as 79410. We will send you an information 
sheet that you may fill out and return. 
We will need to know from you, how 
many you can care for at one time, how 

many consecutive days and nights you 
feel you could accommodate a missionary 
and other information that will be cata
loged and passed on to those who request 
help. Each missionary family will be in
formed of certain "ground rules" to be 
in the program. This is not being set up 
to provide a place for a lengthy stay, but 
for temporary provisions for a night or 
two so that as a missionary passes through 
an area he can have accommodations that 
will give him both comfort, Christian fel
lowship, and save him time and money. 
Please help us in this work. It is very 
important. 

Sunset School of Missions, 3723 34th St., 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, To., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES' CLAJS 

· SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 
The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics aiscussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Commemorating 100 Years 

Blue Bayou Church of Christ 
NASHVILLE, ARKANSAS 71852 

24 February 1980 
Bible School10:00 A.M. Preaching 11:00 A.M. 
Guest Speaker-Larry Sullivan of Oklahoma City, OK. 

Pot Luck Dinner at the building 

Plan now to be with us 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For furtther 
inforrna tion--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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GROWING I N CHRIST that lack of growth to a lack of spiritual 
food or spiritual exercise or proper spit·
itual atmosphere. If one does not get 
enough spiritual food it is because that 
one does not read and study his Bible 
as he should, and he is therefore at 
fault. If one does not get enough spir
itual exercise to make spiritual growth 
possible, it is only because that one does 
not have enough interest in doing the 
worship and service of the Lord that he 
has the opportunity to do. And if one is 
not growing spiritually because of an 
impure spiritual atmosphere he has the 
~esponsibility of making whatever change 
IS necessary. So whether the lack of spir
itua l growth is due to a Jack of spir
itual food or spiritual exercise or the 
proper spiritual atmosphere, the one who 
fail s to grow is responsible for his Jack 
of growth and will have to answer to the 
Lord for that Jack of growth. 

A Firm Fonn<latfon anb llerlptlon makes a 
wonder!ul bi r thday or anniversary gl!t. 

(Continued from page 9) 

room and poison gas is pumped into that 
room, the people will soon die. As the 
physical man needs pure atmosphere, so 
the spiritual man needs pure spiritual at
mosphere. 

Necessity of Growth 
The apostle Peter commands that we 

"grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ." To fail to grow 
spiritually is to live in disobedience to the 
command of God through this inspired 
apostle. To live in disobedience to God 
is to subject ourselves to eternal punish
ment. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

One of the saddest sights one may ever 
see is a child so afflicted that it never 
grows physically. That child is a con
stant source of care and concern of its 
parents. It can never know the joy and 
satisfaction of a normal active life. So 
the babe in Christ which never grows to 
maturity is a constant source of concern 
for the Lord and all his people who are 
anxious about the spiritual welfare of 
the children of God. And that person who 
remains a babe in Christ all his l ife will 
never know the joys and satisfaction 
of an active Christian life. 

CHURCH PEWS . . . Like New! 
U phoJstered seats and backs (red) 
... 34 pews each 15' in length. 
(seats approximately 350) ... sac
rifice at one-half the replacement 
value : .. excellent buy ac $6,500. 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2'/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for fami ly re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CH URCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 

CALL OR WRITE .. . 

When one fail s to grow physically we 
conclude that he does not get enough food 
or enough exercise, or that he is living 
in impure atmosphere. So when one does 
not grow spiritually we may attribute 

Northside Church of Christ 
3800 County A venue 
Texarkana, Arkansas 75502 M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 

512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 501-773-4244 or 773·3274 

Central Ohio School For Preachers and Teachers 
Co lumbus, O hio 

Two Year Course For Teachers 
Principles ol Teaching 
Teaching Children 
Teaching Young People 
Teaching Adults 
History and Philosophy of Christian Education 
Educational Program of the Church 
Audio-Visual Aids 
Becoming Your Own Teacher 
English II 
Hermeneutics 

r~~'hshe~~~~ 
Denominational Doctrines I 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Chrlsllan Evidences 
Bible Hislory and Geography 
O.T. Survey 
N.T. Survey 
lnlerteslamenlal Period 

Ten electives 

Applications Accepted NOW For 
Classes Beginning March 3, May 19 
and September 15, 1980. FREE Tuition 

For Ca~alog and Applicat ion 

WAITE 1140 Williams Rd., Columbus. 

Ohio, 43207, or CALL 614·491·5777. 

Entering Ninth Year 

Emphasis on Practical 

Under the oversight of the 

Elders o f the Wi ll iams Road Church of Christ 
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Three Year Course For Preachers 
QUARTER ONE 

English I 
O.T. Survey 
Synoplics 
Hermeneuttcs 
The Church 
Greek I 

QUARTER TWO 

English II 
N.T. Survey 
Penlateuch 
Homilel ics I 
Timothy & Til us 
Greek II 

QUARTER THREE 

English Ill 
A cis 
Oenommattonal Doctrines I 
Homilellcs II 
Joshua lhrough lhe Unlied Kingdom 
Greek Ill 

QUARTER FOUR 

B1ble History and geography 
How We Goi I he Bible 
Denominational Doctrines II 
MiniSterial Elhics 
Personal Evangelism 
Greek IV 

QUARTER NINE 

Greal Debates 
Romans & Galatians 
Philosophy 
Peter lhrough Jude 

• OJT 

QUARTER FIVE 

Chrisllan Evidences 
Psalms 
lntertestamental Period 
Preaching 
Church History I 
Hebrew I 

QUARTER SIX 

Apologellcs I 
Major Prophels 
Corinlhians 
Church H islory II 
Logic I 
Hebrew II 

QUARTER SEVEN 

Apologetics II 
Minor Prophets 
Restoration Sermons 
Ephesians. Phil ippians. Colossians. 

Thessalonians. Philemon 
Logic II 
Counseling 

QUARTER EIGHT 

Hebrews & James 
Daniel & Revelation 
Proverbs & Eccleslasl es 
Educalional Work of lhe Church 
Brotherhood Issues 
Leadership · 
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''GO 
FIFTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOUL WINNING 
WORKSHOP 

MAKE 
DISCIPLES'' 
1980 THEME 

MARCH 2.7-MARCH 30,1980 

SPECIAL SPEAKERS 

EXPOSITION CENTER 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

THURSDAY EVENING ............ TERRY RUSH 

FRIDAY MORNING 
(WOMEN'S RALLY) . . . . . . . . . . . . HELEN YOUNG 

FRIDAY EVENING ............... PARKER HENDERSON 
............... DAVID POWERS 

SATURDAY MORNING ........... BILL BANOWSKY 

SATURDAY EVENING ............ MARVIN PHILLIPS 
............ DICK MARCEAR 

ONE HUNDRED DAYTIME CLASSES 

LARGEST EXHIBIT AREA OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

LARGEST ATTENDANCE OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

15,000 ATTENDED LAST YEAR 

HOUSING IN HOMES, MOTELS, OR CAMPERS, AVAILABLE. BUSLOADS AND PLANELOADS 

COMING FROM ALL OVER THE USA! 

For more information contact 

GARNEn ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3434 S. GARNETT RD. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

(918) 633-5031 
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KNIGHT NAMED OUTSTANDING 
EX AT ACU 

Lake J ackson chemist and 1955 Abilene 
Christian U n iversity graduate George W . 
"Bill" Knight was honored S unday, Jan. 6, 
by his a lma mater as the "Outstanding 
Alumnus of the Year" for 1979. 

The announcement was made by Dr. 
John C. Stevens, ACU president, at a 
cover ed dish ' luncheon in Angleton for 
alumni and friends of ACU in the area. 
The Brazoria County ACU Alumni Chap
ter was in charge of the luncheon. Special 
hosts were Dr. Douglas Hunter of Clute, 
president of the chapter; Dr. Truman 
Smith of Lake Jackson, chapter represen
tative to the ACU Alumni Board; Louis 
Shelton of Lake Jackson, a member of th e 
ACU Advisory Board; and J. C. Brock
man of Angleton, m ember of the ACU 
Board of Trustees. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Li fe Plans 
Retirement Plans 

W-'rite or call /or in/ormation 

BILL M INICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 31h to 7 yea rs 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131h years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 
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or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 

Knight will be formally honored F eb. 18 
on the ACU campus during the Alumni 
Day Luncheon, one of several special ac
tivities scheduled during t he 62nd annual 
Bible Lect ureship at ACU. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible St udy 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1 /512-282-2486 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROlLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Worker s covered at same 
group rate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
9.50fo ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hil ltop Haven in 
Gunter. Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

9.5% interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1,1977 

This advertisement 1S ne•ther an oller to sell nor a sohcitat•on ot offers to buy any or these bOnds 
The otfeung tS made only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 

BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 12, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In thlll section $1.00 per Une. Designed especlal17 to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conflTCga
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7 :00--=P.;.:.M.~--=-=-----.,...--== 

DENVER. COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
WANTED Dedicated, experienced, Floorcovering 
Mechanic. Ownel'll are Christian: building a business 
with people in whom faith makes a difference. Pray 
about it, then send resume to: Tri States Carpets, 
Inc., Route 4, Box 122, Savannah, Tenn. 38372. 
Att.: Jim Williams, President. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrviDar St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA:sKA.~-~....,A.N--::-:o-c=u=o:-:=RA.:. -=--=G-=E=---:c=u=ua=:-:::c=u=--o=F 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BA. Y A.RIC.A. SCHOOL OF PR.IIl.ACHJNG 
11300 DabiiD Road 

Pleasanton, CaU!ornla 94580 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

;ow---woRSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()o49, 
Lihue, HI. 967&.6. 
Seattle, WA Northwest Church of Ohrlst 
1147 N. 8lst St. 98U5. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a line, or call 524-1320. We wlll 
contact them. 
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:30: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 6 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min,), 446-6190 or 446-
3722. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisb:y, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England cit:y looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary. Hou·se provided 
and some support. Repl:y to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detwlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own supPOrt for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ, 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64162. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membership director:y of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speed:y service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, provide guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 3605 N. MacGregor Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Y V .LUA., ARIZ., 051 W. :l!lth St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Mature, sound, experienced Gospel preacher desires 
a congregation. !<'or more information call T. A. 
Grice, (817) 893-2926, DeLeon, Texas. 
Young man wanted for youth and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send resu01e to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2346, 
Riverside, California 92616 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2864 01' 1-714-684-3110). 

EVANSVILLE, IND.,. 220G E. JlorgAD Ave .. 
v.s. 460 E8Jit Opposite K-Jlart. Office 4'1'1-
5:l'11. Bobb7 Wade, Min. 4'16-4UGO. 
MoDterre7, ltlexlcoa Ave. FundlcloDes 108 

"A" OTH. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
ing" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4: 11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P .0. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97860; ph. (603) 963-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Hendel'llon, evangelist, 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 634-6023: 963-
6434 or 963-9036. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

The Congregation in Wilson, Okla. needs an aggres
sive mature Gospel Preacher. If interested call 
229-0761 or 668-2447. Call after 5 o'clock p.m. 
Preacher available for full-time work with work
ing congregation. Age 43, with 16 years experience. 
Married. Prefer Texas. Okla., or Ark. Call: 406-
924-9229 or 214-436-2142. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Sprln~ Chri.s
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have exper1ence m 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 76, Madill. Okla. 73446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:65 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full-time Preacher. Congregation of 
about Seventy, house furnished. Celeste, Texas, 
60 miles northeast of Dallas. Send resume and 
sample sermon on a cassette to Box 368, Celeste, TX. 
76423 or call 214-668-4246. 
PREACHER NEEDED in Prescott, Ariz. Congrega
tion of 150 to 200, five elders, deacons and plans for 
growth. Ideal climate. We need an experiencd ma!l• 
preferably college graduate, age 40 to 65, sound !n 
doctrine. able to relate to people from widely dif
fering backgrounds. House and salary provided. 
Write: Elders, Church of Christ. 120 N. Mount 
Vernon, Prescott, AZ. 86301; or call Elvin Jackson, 
1-602-445-2900. 
Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If :you are movm~r anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLUCT J Ask 
for Mel or .ltudy. 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
2ard & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
VIDEO CLEARINGHOUSE. All who have video 
tapes available for sale, rent, or loan are invited to 
notify us. We will make information available at 
no charge to interested inquirers. Christian Video 
Service, Box 4174, Lancaster CA. 93534. (806-942-
4459 )~-----:-----;:--:-~----:~-----,---.,..--,.. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 l<'lushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48604. 
NEEDED-An experienced personal evangelist to 
work full time in filling Brownsville, Texas with 
the gospel: no pulpit work: write to P. 0. Box 
2175, Brownsville, Tx. 78620. 
Wanted full time_p...;;.r;.;.ea_c..;,h,;;..e;;.;r;;.;-;.;.c...,h,....ur-c-=-h-w-i""'th'""o-u-t-e'"'ld,...e-l'll 
seeking man with experience and willing to work 
with congregation of 50 in town of 37000. Church 
of Christ, 2103 West College, Grand Island, Ne
braska 68801 or contact Donald L. Skeen, 308 
384-8892. 
WANTED-Full time minister, for small congre
gation in Trinidad, Texas. Partial support of 
$225.00 week and three B-R House. If you have 
other income to supplement your needs contact
John Spencer-Box 193-or call 214-778-2431, Trini
dad, Texas 75163. 
Experienced Preacher needed by congregation of 
160 members in hill country of Texas. Home fur
nished, salary open. Send resume to Nueces Canyon 
Church of Christ, Box 263, Campwood, Tx. 78833. 
Preacher wanted in northeast Wyoming. Prefer an 
older man well rounded in the scriptures and his 
love for God. Please send resume to Church of 
Christ, Box 661, Sundance, Wyoming 82729. 

NURSING HOME ADMINISTRAT::-::O;=::R:;.---
AVAILABLE 

5 years exp. looking for a congregation that is 
active in sharing their faith, one that works to
gether and prays together outside of the worshif 
service. Wife has MSW and experience with chi -
dren's home--may or may not be available for work. 
Ray Reiss, Apt. 107, 10120 11th St., No. St. Pete., 
Fla. 33702. Tel: 813-577-3976. 
The Columbia Church of Christ, Columbia, La., is 
seeking full time gospel preacher. Prefer man be
tween 36-65. Send resume or for further information 
call 318-649-2047 or 318-649-7015. 
The Hico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hlco, Texas 
76457. 

BUSES 
Three well-maintained buses for sale, as a package 
$12,000. Individually as follows: 72 passenger road 
type bus $7,600; 66 passenger school bus type 
$3,000; 64 passenger school bus type $2.600. In
terested? Call (217) 644-0331 or (217) 529-2612, 
Clear Lake Church of Christ, Springfield, Illinois. 
SUMMER CAMP FOR RENT-in Colorado Rocky 
Mountains, 30 miles from Pueblo, Excellent for 
youth 'eamp, bus program camp-family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You SUP
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/day or $1200/week minimum for 30 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ, 61.1 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 303-642-4222. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FoaDdaflon 
trlea to screen advertllllnr;r:. and will Dot 
kDowlnr;r:l7 take questionable advertlsln~~:. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to Ill• 
vestlpte. Like nay other paper. we some
times unwtttlnr;r:l7 run aD unworthy act. 
As the old sn7lnar pes, before 'J"OD Invest. 
lnvestlll:Afe I 

PEW CUSHIONS: 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free Eatimate: 

Brem's W oodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

I 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
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Y e Shall Know the Truth 
The hardest language Jesus ever used was directed 

against the peddlers of false religion. False religion 
today merits, and has justly earned, the uncompromis
ing opposition of all who believe that truth really 
matters. 

We are locked in a life and death struggle with the 
forces of evil. This is not a skirmish; it is a fight to the 
finish for the soul of man. The Devil is real, deception 
is rampant, and suffering is universal. The world is so 
full of religious error and deception the average man 
knows not whom to trust. A religious world, profaned 
by moneychangers needs cleansing with a scourge of 
truth. Spiritual falsehood and religious sham needs to 
be branded for what it is. 

Paul told the Ephesian church to "take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead to expose 
them." Christians have an obligation and a charge to 
confront and expose false teachers and deviant doc
trines. The discerning of spirits was one of the chiefest 
of gifts, and the separation of truth and error was to 
be the task of all those who love the Lord. Truth and 
error, like the iron and the clay in the feet of Daniel's 
image, can never produce strength because the two do 
not mix. 

It is a constitutional privilege in this country to 
serve God according to the dictates of the conscience, 
and none would wish to impose upon this freedom, but 
the very fact that the marketplace of spiritual ideas 
is wide open assumes the proposition that every claim 
and every doctrine must legitimately stand the testing 
and the proving of truth. The all too popular stance 
taken today, both in the church and outside of it, is, 
"don't criticize another's religion." It is the mandate 
of God, the teaching of Jesus and the stance of the 
Holy spirit that, with truth as a plumbline, every wall 
shall be measured. Without bias and without prejudice 
every doctrine must be carefully examined in the light 
of the Scriptures, lest unstable souls be beguiled. 

The very presentation of a doctrine invites critical 
examination, and none should feel sorrow or pity when 
it cannot stand the test. New Testament Christians 
have nothing to fear in an open forum. If the position 
they occupy is sound it is safe. If it is not, then the 
sooner it is exposed the better. 

We believe that a total reliance upon the Scriptures 
as the infallible, inspired, and inerrant will of an om
nipotent God is the only ultimately valid belief system, 
and that anything that differs from this view or that 
contradicts it is in error and therefore inadequate. 
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When anyone loses his anchor in eternal truth he is 
a bobbing cork on the raging sea, tossed by winds and 
cross-currents. 

Christians boldly proclaim that only through Jesus 
Christ can one find truth and salvation. Peter validated 
this claim thoroughly when he said, "there is no other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved." Where the Bible speaks we can safely 
speak. And only there can we safely speak. Where 
Revelation has not spoken we are safe only if we re
main silent. 

False doctrines are the children of the times in which 
they were born. They play out when the times change. 
Religion becomes old-fashioned only when it is chained 
to the times in which it originated. Otherwise it is as 
fresh as a daisy in any age, among any people, in any 
climate. 

The final test of truth is immortality. The claims 
of Jesus to being the Son of God were vindicated only 
in his resurrection. The validity of our own faith will 
be proven when, in like manner and by the same power 
that raised up Jesus, we are raised from the dead. Like
wise any doctrine to be enternal must be immortal. 
Otherwise it will, sooner or later, become extinct. 

Subjective religious experience is often used to 
diminish the faculties of an otherwise rational mind 
until it perceives error as truth. The concept, thus 
perceived in all sincerity, validates any experience, how
ever irrational, and makes it "gospel truth." It should 
be axiomatic that our fallen human nature forever 
excludes the possibility that our experiences are the 
criterion of truth. Humanity has already demonstra
ted countless times that it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his way. The plague of the decade just passed 
is the false doctrine of experimental religion. Error is 
never as good as truth. It does make a difference what 
people believe, and what they base their belief upon. 

The person who relies upon Scripture rather than 
experience believes that it is possible to know God; 
those who rely upon experience mistakenly believe that 
you experience God. There is a difference. 

The serious indictment of all religious error is that 
it sells the world a phony bill of spiritual goods and 
labels them as truth. Since Jesus promised that truth 
alone can make men free we can understand why he 
does, and we must, hate every false way. 
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God Hath Called Us in Peace 
NORMAN GIPSON 

Trouble, trouble, trouble! Chaos over the Cuban crisis. Dis
may over the downfall of the dollar. Dismay over daily dead
lines. Any number of items could be added to the list. So, 
many of us who wear the name of Christ allow the world to 
take away from us the joy of living. Shall we look again at the 
promises of peace, that we may better avail ourselves of them 
for this very day? 

Preach In Peace 
All right, fellow preachers, step up and look again at some 

words from James: "And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 
peace for them that make peace" (James 3:18). Come to think 
of it, all Christians need this exhortation. It will help us to 
avoid bitter jealousy and faction in the heart. It will prevent our 
acting upon a wisdom that is earthly, sensual and devilish. It 
will help us root jealousy and faction out of our hearts. This 
will avoid confusion and every vile deed. (You have noticed 
that I went back to James 3 :14 and made application of the 
points introduced there.) 

Are we nauseating to the neighbors, so that they want no 
part of the message we proclaim? Maybe they have been look
ing at the message we act out every day. If we have no peace in 
our own lives, how can we influence others toward it? If we 
are expert exponents of all that James condemned, claiming 
Christ will be but a clanging cymbal to those who live about us. 

The quiet, peaceable folk of the Lord's kingdom are those 
who win others to a peaceable life in Jesus. We can oppose sin 
without being sinful in our opposition. So, let us amend the 
heading of this paragraph to read sow in peace. This will in
clude every Christian, every day, every kindly influence, 
every pie brought over to help out when trouble comes (and 
the rest of the meal, of course). We will then be examples of 
wisdom and understanding, for we will be showing by a good 
life our works in the meekness of wisdom (now read James 
3:13). 

Be a New Creature 
As Paul is bringing the Galatian letter to its close, he con

trasts the deeds of those who would "make a fair show in the 
flesh" with being "a new creature." What matters, he reasons, 
is not whether one is circumcised or uncircumcised, but whether 
he has been made new in the Lord. This gives us his pointer 
toward peace: "And as many a~ shall walk by this rule, peace 
be upon them, and upon the Israel of God" (read Galatians 
6:11-18). 

Something special is included in this context. Peace will 
not include the absence of persecution (see verse 12); for any
one whose life upholds the cross is sure to be persecuted. It will 
not mean that we are free from being beset by ungodly men; for 
"the marks of Jesus" on any Christian will be odious to such 
sinners. How can we have peace, then? It will be peace in perse
cution; it will be peace in wearing the marks of Jesus. Just as 
there is a column of stillness at the center of a raging storm, 
so there can be peace in the heart of the new creature, while 
the world is storming all around him. 

Believe 
Oh come now; that's too simple, you say. But before dis

counting the precious word "believe," read with me from God's 
book: "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13). Is it not clear that when we 
are lacking in belief, we have less trust in the God of hope, we 
ourselves are no longer abounding in hope, and the power that 
might be manifested through us is forfeited? And I failed to 
mention that joy will be missing too. 

Down with doubt! Believe in God. Read his word for faith, 
and practice it for his glory. Peace will then be yours. 

What About the Mind? 
Well, that determines peace, or the lack of it. "For the mind of 

the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace" 
(Romans 8:6). Booth Tarkington wrote about a small boy who 
went to the circus. He ate some cotton candy. He drank a lot 
of lemonade. He had a sackful of popcorn. He consumed a dill 
pickle, ate some ice cream, had a hot dog with lots of mustard, 
and topped it all off with a candy apple. As he writhed, green 
and moaning upon the bed, he decided: "That apple I et 
must of had a microbe on it." 

That is not much different from a man who arises 
grumpily from bed, reads all about the bad happenings in the 
world, frets about missing the bus or the car pool or the cost 
of the gasoline he buys; glowers at his fellow-workers, com
plains to his supervisor, shows discourtesy to the customers 
who provide his livelihood; stamps in after the day's work to 
growl at his family-and then wonders why there is no peace 
in his life. He has not had the mind of the Spirit. The mind 
of the flesh has consumed his day, his attitudes, and his great 
possibilities of showing what peace can do for God's child. 

A Special Situation 
Paul deals with a special problem in 1 Corinthians 7:15. He 

is addressing his words to Christians who have unbelieving 
companions. Here are his words: "But to the rest say I, not 
the Lord: if any brother hath an unbelieving wife, and she 
is content to dwell with him, let him not leave her. And the 
woman that hath an unbelieving husband, and he is content 
to dwell with her, let him not leave her. For the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified in the brother; else were your children unclean; 
but now they are holy. Yet if the unbelieving departeth, let 
him depart: the brother or the sister is not under bondage 
in such cases; but God hath called us in peace." 

The examples given in Ezra 10 made it clear that the mar
riage of Jews with heathens was not permitted; that these 
marriages had to be broken up, even if there were children 
involved. "All these had taken foreign wives; and some of 
them had wives by whom they had children" (Ezra 10:44). 
It was a trespass against God (Ezra 10 :2), and had to be 
repented of, and forsaken. Since Paul was writing about "the 
things whereof ye wrote unto me" (1 Cor. 7:1), they may have 
asked something along this line. We do not have the question, 
but we do have God's answer. 

The Basis of the Answer 
"God hath called us in peace." The verb for hath called is 

in the perfect tense. This suggests that at some past time God 
had called these Christians, and the result was still in effect 
at the time Paul wrote. This clearly refers to the time they 
became Christians. When God calls us to him (see Acts 2 :38-39 
for example), there is forgiveness and peace and joy. Now the 
question is How can a believer have peace in dealing with an 
unbelievin~ companion? The Bible gives two ways: (1) Live 
with the unbelieving mate, if that one is content t? dwe~l 
with the believer. (2) Allow the unbeliever to depart if he IS 

not content to dwell with the believer. Why? To apply the 
meaning of the perfect tense used here, "the broth~r ?r the 
sister has not been enslaved in this case, and still IS not 
enslaved." . . 

Here are two ways for the believer to have peace m this 
situation. They are God's ways. Should we not be SLOW to 
suggest a third way-another marriage? 
3056 S. Golden Way, Denver Colorado 80227 
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A doctrine somewhat strange to this 
writer has come to my attention from 
more than one source in the past few 
years-that worship is not something to 
be done just "at church" but is done "all 
the time." Further, the purpose of the 
Sunday assembly is not "vertical," to 
worship God, but is "horizontal," to en
courage and edify our fellow Christians. 
Certainly this thrust is strange to 
brotherhood understanding and practice 
and needs to be thought through. 

To be more explicit in stating the 
issues, it is held that the "true" worship 
espoused by Jesus is not limited to a 
place, a set time, or a set ritual. It is to 
be spontaneous, and in reality embraces 
"the totality of life"-24 hours per day 
and constantly, from the moment one is 
baptized until he dies. It does not "begin" 
nor "end" as does a ritualistic cere
mony. It is claimed that the "distortion" 
of our present practice, away from the 
New Testament pattern, is probably too 
much dependence upon the Old Testa
ment and Jewish practices of a former 
age, where "place" and "time" and "ritual" 
were rigid requirements. 

The Arndt-Gingrich Greek lexicon 
gives the following meanings for five 
Greek words that are sometimes trans
lated "worship": 

leitourgeo-serve; perform the services; 
do priestly service. 

eusebeo-piety; godliness; reverence; re
spect; have the outward form of reli
gion; be reverent; show piety. 

latreuo-serve; perform the rites. 

threskeuo-worship; religious service; re
ligion; practice religious observances. 

proskuneo-(faii down and) worship; do 
obeisance to; -prostrate oneself before; 
do reverence to; welcome respectfully. 

We should note from these "middle-of-
the-road" definitions that New Testament 
worship includes both the concept of ser
ving or service and that of expressing wor
shipful attitudes. As opposed to service 
that is not itself worship, I would define 
divine worship as "The expression of 
worshipful emotions to God." Worship is 
to be addressed to God (vertical), and 
there are any number of statements in 
scripture about "going to worship" or 
"coming to worship," which indicate that 
worship does not go on continously for 24 
hours a day as "the totality of life." In 
Acts 24:11 Paul said, "it is not more than 
twelve days_ since I went up to worship 
at Jerusalem," and this is some time after 
he became a Christian. 

Indeed, one does not have to be "bap
tized" in order to be able to worship. Jews 
worshipped, patriarchs did so, pagans 
worship their deities, and so on. When 
anyone worships God he expresses to him 
feelings 'lr emotions of reverence adora
tion, gratitude, homage, thanksgiving, and 
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so on. One can and should be reverent, 
grateful, etc. while he (she) is doing the 
ordinary things of life, as sweeping the 
floor, changing the baby's diaper, eating 
lunch and similar mundane matters !.ut 
these things themselves are not wo~ship 
unless one is actually telling God how 
much he loves him or is grateful to him, 
etc. at the time. To be reverent or re
spectful is not the same as expressing 
these attitudes to God. 

The problem of "place," that Jesus cor
rected the Samaritan woman about, is 
that in Judaism (and in her offshoot 
Samaritanism) there was ordained a cen
tral place of worship-the temple or 
tabernacle-which was to be no longer 
binding in Christianity. Obviously a hu
man being has to be some place when he 
worships, but the one central place for 
all Jews (Jerusalem, to which they were 
to return three times yearly for the major 
holy days) was done away with and Chris
tian worship can be done acceptably any
where. This is not to deny or diminsh the 
importance of the Christian assembly, but 
simply to say that one central place is 
not to be required for all Christians, 
e\·erywhere, as it was for the Jews. 

That Christian worship was not to fol
low a rigid ritual as was the Jewish wor
ship is obvious, because it consists of 
"the fruit of lips" or heart worship, as 
opposed to animal sacrifices, etc. How
ever, that Christians are to observe the 
Lord's Supper, are to sing, pray, teach, 
and have fellowship is also obvious to all. 
So although Christian worship is not 
"mechanical" there are certain specifics 
to be followed, and to condemn "ritualism" 
in all senses would be wrong. The taking 
of the loaf and the fruit of the vine is 
specifically ceremonial, but of course it 
is not acceptable unless done with the 
right attitude. 

It is a mistake to try to split worship 
between "vertical" and "horizontal." 
Both are required of the Christian. Both 
are done in the assembly. Worshipful emo
tions are expressed unto God, but while 
we are doing this. we teach, admonish, 
encourage and edtfy one another. God 
knew all this when he ordained Christian 
worship. We should not try to technically 
split it up and say that we come together 
"to encourage and help each other" as 
versus "focusing in on God." We should 
do both, and at one and the same time. 

The purpose of the Sunday worship 
assembly of today is questioned, with as
sertion that it is not primarily to express 
worship to God, but to edify and encour
age one another. It is "horizontal" instead 
of "vertical." In my Bible no such dis
tinctions are made, as to what percentages 
should be given to God and to our fellow 
Christians. I would insist that we can 

and often do address both God and each 
other in the same act-'Col. 3: 16 
" • . . teach and admonish one another in 
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs with thankful
ness in your hearts to God." 

Great effort has been made with re
spect to the meeting for the Lord's Sup
per in 1 Cor. 11, to explain it in the light 
of the above conclusions. The "body" that 
we are to "discern" when we worship in the 
Supper is argued to be "the church," in
stead of the fleshly body of Christ that 
hung on the cross! How does this fit into 
the fact of the body and the blood both 
being discerned in the act of remember
ing the death? The "manner" of partak
ing is declared to be the question of 
whether we are loving our brethren at 
the time, not whether we are concentrating 
in the memory of Christ's death. The 
"self-examination" is said to be the de
termination of whether we have brotherly 
love, not whether we have a flippant at
titude or are absent minded. All this 
suggests a confusion about the distinction 
between the Lord's Supper and the "love 
feasts" that were sometimes practiced. In 
1 Cor. 11 Paul is condemning the abuse 
in attitudes that kept them from "focus
ing in" on Christ's death. Love feasts are 
legitimate, and can also be abused, but 
the purpose of the Sunday worship ac
tivity certainly includes the observance 
of the Lord's Supper (see Acts 20:7). 

Christian worship is to be both cor
porate (for the whole church) and pri
vate. It is good to worship during the 
week-to express worshipful emotions to 
God-but we are not supposed to be doing 
this all the time. It is also good to assem
ble (Heb. ~0:25) and worship together, 
where we smg and pray and partake of 
the emblems TOGETHER, in actions ad
dressed to God, while we at the same 
time will be teaching and admonishing 
and expressing love to one another. 

In a positive view, we do need to be 
more ''horizontal" in our activities--show 
real love and concern for each other and 
teach and encourage each other. We need 
more teaching along this line. But we 
must not decide that we do not or should 
not have "very much" vertical expression 
to God in our required assemblies. That 
is splitting valuable and required activi
ties needlessly, and I fear legalistically. 
We should be reverential and respectful 
to God "24 hours per day," but this does 
not require that we have to "keep fo
cused in" on him all the time. He expects 
us to make a living, rear our children, 
keep ourselves from sin and do many 
other things besides being constantly con
centrated in expressions to him. So, "go 
to worship," "come to worship," "went to 
worship" as biblical expressions all make 
sense, just the same as "we gathered to
gether to break bread.'' 

Abilene Christian University 
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What God Left Out of the Bible 
HULEN L • .JACKSON 

At the risk of someone thinking I'm 
posing as an authority in world conditions 
and politics may I observe that one of the 
basic problems in modern Iran is their 
out-of-date and antiquated religion. The 
one they are pushing is out of step with 
the modern world and just simply will not 
work as it apparently did for a while 
centuries ago. If they do not modernize 
their religion their nation will have 
countless problems living as a part of to
day's world. Many tenets of their faith
archaic by today's standards-simply wiii 
not work now. Millions of Moslems around 
the world have to some degree changed 
witnessed by their various splits into 
denominations among them. Moslems are 
not all alike by any means. 

Some time ago the Mormons caught 
themselves in a religious bind in that 
their faith prohibited by "revelation" 
Negroes serving as priests. Opposition 
was so severe both within and without 
to this tenet of their faith they either 
had to change it or else suffer the con
sequences in finding themselves misfits 
in today's world believing all men are 
equal. But, since that principle came by 
"revelation" nothing short of a new rev
elation could change it; so here came 
soon that revelation. Hence, they could 
bring their religion into the 20th century. 

Another example of this truth about 
false religions is the one our preachers 
have mentioned so often: Methodists 
taught before 1913 that babies were lost 
at birth and since John 3 :5 taught what 
it did the babies had to be baptized. But, 
in that year because of pressure of their 
own people they wrung all of the water 
out of John 3:5 and now practice infant 
baptism merely as an act of dedication by 
the parent of the child's life. False reli
gions must ever adapt to the changes of 
man and of the world or eventuaily cease 
to be. What worked according to a man 
a thousand years or even a hundred years 
ago just might not work today. 

Consider now the religion based solely 
on the New Testament about 2,000 years 
ago and the amazing fact that it "fits" 
today's world and modern man as it did 
when first given. Ail of these centuries 
God has not had to add to it or even 
change a single verse or tenet for it to 
be workable for all men in all countries 
and under ali circumstances in any age. 
Only divine truth could so long endure. 
The mind of God having created man 
and knowing his past as weli as his fu
ture and such a mind alone could have 
designed a religion that is eternal in 
nature. We don't have to move the Bible 
into the 20th century. Modern translations 
do not attempt to do that but rather in the 
main struggle to tell man in this age 
exactly what God did really say in the 
Bible. No man can point out from the 
New Testament a principle that will not 
work in this modern age or that wiii not 
fit all men everywhere. We don't have to 
have a Bible for Asia; another one for 
Africa; and still another for the Ameri-

cas. One fits all. An amazing thought that 
really proves the inspiration of the Bible 
after these 2,000 years .• 

If God had slipped as did the Mormons, 
as did Mohammed, and as the Methodist 
did and had included in the New Testa
ment as a part of our faith some princi
ples that would in the centuries to come 
simply not work or at least not work for 
all people in all countries and ali gen
erations then God would have denied him
self. But, God in his wisdom left out of 
the Bible or the New Testament section 
of it in designing the religion of our 
Lord anything and everything that might 
not work in the lives of all men regardless 
of their culture, their education or lack 
of it, their race, color, or national origin. 
Challenge any enemy of the New Testa
ment to point out one great truth or 
principle that does not today apply or 
work. Let him show you wherein the 
Book needs revising or reworked to fit 
modern man. Its truths are as ever fresh 
as when delivered 2,000 years ago. In 
the main this is true because of what God 
left out of the Bible. 

Give serious though to some things 
God did leave out of the New Testament: 

The law of the Sabbath with all its 
rigid regulations of Judaism simply 
would not work nor reaily could man 
keep those restrictions as laid down to 
the Jews of the past. They were right and 
workable then while living in that little 
country but modern man in our modern 
society as complex as it is could not obey 
those laws. No fire built on the Sabbath, 
no work of any sort by no one, no travel 
on Saturday beyond the Sabbath's day 
journey, etc. Man today cannot obey these 
regulations. But, God left all of these out 
of the New Testament. Too, his Old 
Testament law required the violater of 
the Sabbath to be stoned by the other 
Jews. Imagine us in America today try
ing to keep that law. It was good for the 
people and the time for which it was 
given. God didn't have in mind a perma
nent law; so he left that out of Christ's 
law-the permanent law for ali men in all 
ages and countries. 

Deut. 24:5 states that the new bride
groom should not be "drafted" for one 
year so he could give joy to his new wife. 
I doubt that explanation would satisfy the 
draft board today. God knew better than 
to include such a prohibition in a law for 
all men and for all time; so he left that 
one out. Space forbids our even listing 
the dozens of Old Testament laws left out 
of God's new covenant. 

Some religionists won't drive cars even 
to preaching appointments. What if God 
had specified the method of trav.el in 
giving the Great Commission? With the 
world as big as it is today and world 
traveling as fast as it is, how could we 
preach to all nations if we were limited to 
the horse and chariot or buggy or camel? 
Surely we know that God knew better 
than to specify the mode of going. He 
left that out too. Circumstances of life and 

The Perfect Church 
JOHN .J. WRIGHT 

Each of us, as a Christian has a 
desire for the church to shin~ in her 
glory. We aspire to an ideal • .. for her to 
be spotless, without wrinkle or any such 
thing. We wish for her to measure up to 
the high standards of God, meeting the 
call for purity and excelling in the mis
sion of the Lord. We wish her evangelism 
to be dynamic, her fellowship to be warm 
her doctrine to be sound. Day by da; 
introspection is used to search out the 
short-comings and resight the aim. All of 
this is as it should be. 

However, there is a caution here that 
we must be very diligent to take. In our 
honorable desire to see the church sparkle 
with beauty, we stand in danger of 
being so idealistic in our pursuit of a 
goal that we bocome intolerant of reality. 

The truth is that the church will never 
measure up to our ideal. The "Perfect 
Church" has never and will never exist in 
this world • . . except in the mind of God. 
To convince ourselves the "we are it" or 
that we will find it "out there" some
where is only to sell ourselves a delusion. 
The church is a community of PEOPLE 
. .. and the perfect ones are few and far 
?etwe;n. No matter how hard we try, 
mvar1ably a flawed one is somewhere to 
be fonnd amoung our ranks ... usually in 
the mirror. 

Fortunately, the Lord is prepared for 
our insufficiencies. He gave his life so 
that the church, as his bride, could march 
in white ... anyway. He presents to her 
as a gift, the holiness she could neve; 
attain. It is hers with love because she 
vowed a commitment of faith and love 
to him. 

We must remember, the Lord patiently 
loved the church at Ephesus, Galatia. Jeru
salem, and Corinth in spite of all her 
weaknesses. She was not perfect then 
• . . in love . . . or doctrine ... or fellow
ship . . or zeal . . . or service . . . or 
maturity; yet he patiently and lovingly 
received her. Neither, will we find her 
"perfect" now. Dare we be less patient 
than he? 

Let us honestly acknowledge reality 
. . . then, forcefully but patiently pursue 
the ideal. 

man would change and God didn't want 
his Law to have to be changed to fit. 

In my years of preaching I've seen 
preachers go from blackboards and charts 
to slide presentations, radio preaching, 
worldwide T.V. programming of the Gos
pel message, and cassette tapes of 
the Truths of God. God maybe didn't 
foresee all of these methods but at least 
he didn't specify the method of teaching 
and thus prohibit such today. Our guide 
book, the New Testament, doesn't have 
to be revised to allow such. 

Isn't it good that God didn't spell out 
exactly the one and only method in caring 
for widows and needy children? One cer
tain method might have worked then but 
just simply would not work today. We've 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tension, upset nerves, depression, feel
ings of inadequacy. These complaints are 
heard everyday. In fact, one or more of 
these complaints may be your own. Where 
is relief from this mental agony? Is there 
a miracle drug? A meditation routine? 
A talented therapist? While we wait, 
doctors and chemists continue their quest 
for remedies. 

But there is no need to wait. The an
swers have been around for a long time 
without realizing it. Peace is possible 
now-through God. God is the source 
of the "peace . • . which transcends all 
understanding," (Philippians 4 :7). Isn't 
that tremendously reassuring; to realize 
that the maker of our minds is also un
excelled in healing our minds. 

It is exciting to know that the Bible 
has the answers. But we must search out 
and apply these answers. In the next four 
issues four causes of mental disturbance 
will be considered in the light of Bible 
answers. 

Anxiety 
Anxiety, or worry, is a common cause 

of mental unrest. Who hasn't become 
anxious about security, children, aging, 
loneliness, or what others thing about us? 
Some anxiety, however, stems from far 
more serious crises. It occurs when our 
predictable life routine is broken by an 
unwelcome intrusion. Death strikes a 
companion. A dreaded disease is detected. 
Or a seemingly irreversible rift develops 
in the marriage. 

Regardless of the cause of anxiety, the 
Bible presents an instant calming outlet 
-PRAYER. 

"Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and peti

tion, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God." 

Philippians 4:6 

Experience has shown the relief that 
comes by talking out a problem with a 
caring person. What an astounding 
privilege it is to talk out a problem with 
the glorious God of the universe--and 
call him father. He cares. He truly cares. 

"Cast all your anxiety on him because 
he cares for you." 1 Peter 5:7. 
How helpful this is in dealing with 

anxiety! Not only can we call on God, 
we can share our problem with a God
loving, compassionate person. These out
lets are especially helpful when a situa
tion is beyond our control. 

Unfortunately, so much of this genera
tion's anxiety is self-inflicted and un
necessary. And a lot of it results from 
an over-emphasis on material things. It's 
what happens when people do not exercise 
restraint in their desires for bigger and 
better appliances, houses, and automo
biles. It's what happens when we indulge 
ourselves in a new hobby and over-spend 
on all the appropriate paraphernalia. 
Then the bills come in and the worrying 
begins. Self-inflicted worry. 

Worthlessness 
Another problem that prevents peace 

of mind is a feeling of worthlessness. 
It's the problem of a woman who barely 
gets up enough courage just to go to a 
tupper-ware party. It's the problem of 
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Peace of Mind 
EDDIE HENDRIX 

the fifteen-year-old who doesn't rank very 
high in the Big Four: (1) looks, (2) 
athletics, (3) money or (4) brains. It's 
the problem of the man who decides that 
certain physical, educational, or personal
ity limitations render him useless to so
ciety. 

For this problem the Bible offers a 
bedrock on which a new, confident atti
tude can be built. It starts with what I 
am-a human. The Bible exalts the digni
ty of humans. Humans are not mere 
animals. They are much more than highly 
evolutionized apes. Humans were created 
in God's image. They hold first place 
over everything else God has made and 
are just a little less important than 
heaven's angels. That's me! I'm one · of 
God's humans. 
N~t only that. To God I am a very 

special human. He knows precisely, today, 
the number of hairs in my head. That's 
hard to believe in an age when I'm known 
as 410-62-6014. Those social security num
bers are pretty impersonal. But he con
siders me special enough to know my 
hair count-and everything else that 
makes up me. I'm that important to God! 

That should convince anyone how val
uable he is. But God adds more. He says 
that any one person is more valuable than 
all t~e things in the world put together. 
Imagme a huge balance with two large 
trays. In one tray God places all the 
treasures of the world: Billions and bil
lions worth. Then, in the other tray God 
places you. In God's eyes you tilt the 
balance. That's how valuable you are to 
him. 

So what does it matter if we come up 
short by the world's measurements. Most 
of us could be written off by those stan
dards. An unattractive woman. A low
income worker. An uncoordinated child. 
Forget those standards. To God we are 
priceless. ' 

Conflict With Others 
No contentment can be found in a per

son who is not on speaking terms with 
another person. Days and nights are 
spent plotting how to get even. The 
grudge eats away like a cancer. Appetite 
disappears. Sleep is restless. Conflict with 
others is a major cause of mental dis
turbance. 

Ironically, most major feuds had their 
beginning with a minor misunderstanding 
between two people. But harsh words are 
hurled, retaliatory actions are fired back, 
and soon so much has been said and 
done that pride will not permit a truce. 

What does the Bible say? Forgive. For
give. And forgive again. Even 490 times 
if necessary. That's what Jesus said And 
that's what Jesus does. Jesus and the 
Father are constantly forgiving those who 
are in the church family. That's why 
Christians can find it in themselves to 
forgive someone even though they have 
been painfully offended. They just stop 
and think of the anguish they continue 

to cause God and how persistently he 
continues to forgive them. Can we afford 
not to forgive? Can we, when we think of 
what it cost God to forgive us? In his 
usual manner, Jesus vividly puts the thing 
in perspective. He tells of a man who was 
forgiven a $10,000,000 indebtedness. Then 
the same man refused to forgive someone 
who owed him $20. The point is clear. 
If we don't, God won't. 

The second rule is: "consider others 
better than ourselves." It's the exact 
opposite of pride. Pride won't let you 
go immediately to your offender. Or if 
you go it will be with a chip on your ar
rogant shoulder. Humility, however pro
duces entirely different behavior. ' 

Conflict With God 
There is no peace for a person who 

knocks heads with God. When God's laws 
are defied the results are personally de
structive. Why? Because the God who 
made humans has given the rules that 
work best. 

But, we don't like rules. So, in the 
name of freedom, a person sets out with 
his own simple philosophy: Do As You 
Please. It seems like a great way to live. 
No rules. No responsibilities. Just indulge 
yourself in whatever you want at the 
moment. But it doesn't work. It's a mean
ingless, frustrating existence. The empty
eyed druggie. The homeless playboy. The 
insecure swindler. For them life turns 
out to be a big zero. They thought they 
could break God's rules, but the rules 
broke them. "There is no peace," says 
the Lord, "for the wicked." 

Another problem frequently interrupts 
peace with God. The problem of guilt. It's 
the feeling of being so dirty and dis
gusting to God that he could not possibly 
embrace you. There is good news! This 
problem can be overcome. The problem is 
caused by one or the other of two fail
ures. The failure to correct wrong-doing 
or the failure to accept forgiveness. 
Whichever it is, you can do something 
about it. 

The other major cause · of guilt is the 
failure to experience God's act of forgiv
ing. Some people continue to carry their 
burden of guilt because they do not believe 
God could forgive them. They sinned 
too grossly, they think. They are in store 
for some exciting news! God forgives 
people who are "powerless • . • ungodly 
•.. sinners ... enemies." Even the people 
who had been involved in the crucifixion 
of God's son were told "Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven." (Acts 2 :38). There are no ex
ceptions to this promise. 

And God continues to forgive the per
son who has become a Christian. Even if 
we let God down at times after our bap
tism, he will forgive. But there are two 
conditions. We must walk in the way of 
Jesus. And, we must admit it when we 
stray off the pathway. If we carry through 
with these, he keeps right on cleansing 
us. 

"We have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
P. 0. Box 222, Colonial Heights, Virginia 
23834 
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The Muslim world has often been pre
sented as such a formidable foe that the 
church has been discouraged in consider
ing its responsibilities of evangelism to 
the Muslims. If we are prepared in a 
practical way to respond to some of the 
challenges the Muslims will make and 
turn them into opportunities for further 
communication of the Gospel maybe the 
task will not seem so hopeless. The pre
vious article considered three questions 
Muslims are likely to raise. This article 
will present five further inquiries with a 
suggested response. 

1. Have not your scriptures been 
corrupted? 

A very frustrating aspect of discussion 
with Muslims occurs whenever there is a 
conflict between the Bible and the Qur'an 
he will q~ickly say the Bible was corrupt
e~. He will generally have little apprecia
tion for any initial evidence of textual 
accuracy one may want to give. Part of 
the problem lies in his understanding of 
the Qur'an itself. If you were to read 
with him such passages as Surah 6:52, 4: 
46; 24:46 it will be clear that the Qur'an 
confirms the inspiration of the Old and 
New Testaments at the time of Muham
mad. At some point, it will be necessary to 
show that the textual evidence for the 
scriptures and their accuracy go far be
yond the time of Muhammad. However, I 
believe there is a more important item to 
deal with first. 

Much of this claim of corruption is 
based on the pseudo Gospel of Barnabas 
(mentioned in the previous article re
garding the parakleton.) This book quotes 
Jesus as sayinJ!' he is not the Messiah but 
one to follow him-Muhammad-will be. 
It claims that this fact was corrupted or 
changed in the Bible as it is known today. 
Both internal and external evidence prove 
the book to be a forgery and of no value 
to a serious search for truth, but we 
must deal with it in order to respond to 
the challenge it raises to Biblical author
ity. I believe many a Muslim innocently 
refers to this or has heard something 
about it but is not that informed and once 
he has seen the facts or even read the 
forgery, would have a much different 
opinion. 

It seems to be a product of medieval 
Italy and is not to be confused with the 
Epistle of Barnabas quoted by Iranaeus 
(130-200 AD). Several examples will be 
sufficient to disqualify it as authorita
tive in any discussion of corruption in 
Scripture. First, it does not accurately 
understand the Jubilee year. For a brief 
period in Catholic history, around 1300 
AD, the Jubilee year was introduced as 
a centenary event, although the Jewish 
Jubilee year was really every fiftieth 
year. If the writer had really been Bar
nabas or even a contemporary of the 
early apostles, he would never have 
thought of the Jubilee as a centenary 
event. In this forgery, one will also see 
almost direct quotes from Dante and other 
traces of Medieval Italy that clearly date 
it. The most striking fallacy is the lack 
of knowledge of Palestinian geography 
and history. The writer stated that Jesus 
took a ship on the Sea of Galilee and 
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sailed to Nazareth. Since Nazareth has 
never had any connection with the Sea of 
Galilee by water and is some 1600 feet 
above sea level, it would not have been 
possible for Jesus to make such a trip. 
Also, the wine of Jesus' first miracle was 
said to have been stored in casks or bar
rels. Anyone familiar with the Roman 
world knows that wine was stored in 
pottery jars or skins. While this forgery 
may be used to verify Islamic claims 
against Christianity, it also attacks the 
Qur'anic teachings on such issues as the 
account of creation, number of prophets 
sent by God and attitude toward evil. 
Thus, this book is really of no value to 
either the Muslim or the Christian and 
would best be omitted from any serious 
search for the truth. It definitely can not 
be used to claim corruption of the Scrip
tures. For, the scriptures have not been 
corrupted although men's understanding 
of them or interpretation of them has at 
times in history been far from perfect. 
2. Why do Christians believe in three 
Gods? 

When we have problems explaining the 
exact nature of the godhead among our
selves, in human terms, imagine the dif
ficulty of our task with the Muslim. At 
one level, the problem could be solved very 
quickly though. That is, one could agree 
with Muhammad's challenge to "Chris
tians" at that time, as well as with many 
of them today, who raise others to the 
level wih God (i.e., Mary or Peter) and 
worship them, their images, pictures, or 
icons. Muhammad identified the three 
gods of the Christian to be God, Christ, 
and Mary (Surah 5:119). So, we would 
agree with the Muslim that this is wrong, 
for God is one (1 Tim. 2:5) and none 
should be substituted or elevated in his 
place. However, he has the power to 
reveal himself to man beyond mere verbal 
communication. We believe that he did 
make his will clearly known through 
Jesus Christ. To confess Jesus as Lord 
is done to the glory of God !(Phil. 2:11) 
and is not making him another god. Jesus 
neither sought God's place nor com1>eted 
with him, he simply made him fully 
known to man by becoming flesh and 
living among us. 

The creeds and dogmas of Christian 
history have been a source of division and 
confusion on this issue. In our efforts 
to restore New Testament Christianity, it 
seems important, especially here, that we 

keep very close to the New Testament 
terminology and avoid the term "Trinity" 
itself and statements as "God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit." 
We do not believe in three gods and must 
avoid terminology that would confuse the 
simple New Testament statements regard
ing the relationship between God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. 
3. Why do you say God had a son? 

For a muslim, the claim that God had 
a son implies that he had a sexual re
lationship with Mary which would be 
very much against ones concept of God. 
The Qur'an clearly states: "He (Allah) 
begetteth not, nor is he begotten" ( Surah 
112:3). On the other hand, the Qur'an does 
specifically testify to the virgin birth of 
Jesus through the Spirit of God. It was 
the Spirit that conceived in Mary, and 
not God himself in a physical relation
ship. With this we can agree. However, 
Catholic deification of Mary with such 
statements as her being the "Mother of 
God" creates even greater problems and 
are clearly non-biblical. 

A still deeper problem relates to an 
understanding of the nature of God. The 
Muslim generally understands God as be
ing unknown, distant, unrevealable-es
pecially in the sense of "coming down 
into history. Our response could be 
that we recognize Jesus as God's Son 
since he is a product of God's will, and 
that through him we can know God better. 
The best possible term for such a rela
tionship between God and the son of 
Mary conceived through the Spirit of God 
is the "Son" of God. This gives· Jesus the 
necessary qualifications of a mediator 
between God and man. He is the only real 
point of reference in understanding our
selves, God and the world in which we 
live. To know him is to know God. 
4. Why do you say Jesus died on a cross? 

According to the popular understanding 
of Surah 4:157-8, Jesus did not die on the 
cross, but it was made to appear (shubiha 
lahum) to them that he did. 

Self-sacrifice in Eastern thought is 
more a sign of weakness than strength or 
victory. The fact that Muhammad fled to 
Medina from persecution and then re
turned to Mecca with an army makes it 
difficult for a Muslim to accept the suf
fering servant motiff. 

There is an understanding, however, of 
sin, man's need for acquittal, and the 
place of a sacrificial lamb to make 
peace with God once again. This could 
then be related to Jesus who gave HIM
SELF. He was not overpowered but of 
his own accord, in submission to God (an 
important Muslim concept and meaning 
of the term "islam"), chose to bear our 
sins in his body on the cross as the 
sacrifice for man's sins, once and for all. 

This Qur'anic passage is not a clear 
statement on the crucifixion and has had 
various interpretations. While the most 
popular commentary is a denial of the 
crucifixion of Jesus, another very pos
sible interpretation is that the phrase 
"it appeared to them" is not a reference 
to Christ but to the Jews. This is, the 
Jews may have thought they killed Jesus 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Assault on Our Families 
All the water in the world, 

However bard it tried, 
Could never, never sink a ship

Unless it ,got inside. 

All the evil in, the world, 
The blackest kind of sin, 

Can never, never harm the church
Unless we let it in. 

-Adapted from Food for Thought. 

The church is in the world, and that 
must be. But when the world gets in the 
church, God's appointed "salt" has lost 
its saving savor. And that is just what is 
happening as the world of sin makes deep 
inroads into the church in multiplied ways. 
But nothing is more threatening than the 
effect being suffered by our homes. 

A mounting barrage is being directed 
against the Christian home. Secularistic 
educators are determinedly uprooting any 
thoughts of God or ideas of morallty. The 
all pervading concept of evolution is in
culcated from the cradle to the grave. 
Working mothers weaken the ho~Jle. The 
ERA mentality sets itself in defiance of 
definite Biblical injunctions. Mass media 
are geared to promoting the lowest pos
sible public denominator. Gays and les
bians are not only out of the closet but 
evangelistically vocal in asserting their 
"life-style," demanding that it be accorded 
respectability, and even that it be taught 
to children. Drugs and alcohol continue 
to inundate schools, communities, and 
homes. Yielding to this combined assault, 
homes are breaking up at an alarming 
rate. 

MALCOM P. HINCKLEY 

Not many years ;1go, the world em
braced much of this evil, but the church 
was largely exempt. Divorce was a scan
dal, and scornful stigma its consequence. 
The guilty suffered withdrawal of fel
lowship, the ultimate evidence of deep 
spiritual concern. 

That's not the picture we increasingly 
see today. In congregations, separations 
and divorces are increasingly common. 
And many more homes are so weakened 
that they, too, threaten to go the way of 
all flesh. Surely this tide must be 
stemmed, or the church will cease to be 
the church in any meaningful or scrip
tural sense. 

We would like to make some concrete 
suggestions ·as to what Christians can do 
to combat the tide sweeping down on 
our homes. 

1. Recognize that for your light to 
shine in an ever darkening world, you 
will have to be different-and determine 
you will wiliingly pay the price for that 
difference. It is worth it! You will be 
known as a person who has enough char
acter to stand for what is good. And best 
of all, God will bless you, both in time 
and in eternity. 

2. Restore to God his rightful position 
of preeminence in your life. This involves 
deliberately placing him and his king
dom first, always and in all ways. 

3. Make it an unalterable "law of the 
Medes and Persians," which changeth not, 
that your entire family will share in 
every worship service of your congre
gation, and in every Bible study. 

4. Undergird your spiritual commit-

Give God's Word Precedence STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

We of the Restoration have for years 
claimed to speak Biblically and to be silent 
Biblically. Another way of expressing this 
Christian ethic is that the church of 
Christ holds the word of God as the only 
legitimate creed and rule of faith. This 
philosophy has been perhaps the most im
portant tenet in our quest for spiritual 
rightness and is instrumental in allowing 
us to pursue the undenominational pe
culiarity of the Lord's true church ( 1 
Peter 4:11). Even so, we have often been 
hard pressed to remain consistent, pri
marily due to the divergent opinions 
among us being stressed more out of per
sonal notions than from a "thus saith 
the Lord." 

It has been difficult indeed for preachers 
to always remain uniform in every doc
trinal area. Spiritual maturity brings with 
it changes in personal attitudes and 
opinions even though we can realize that 
God's word is· constant and varies only in 
the minds of His creation. Jesus is still 
"the same yesterda"y, today, and forever." 
Only our circumstances make him appear 
to change. One of those circumstances 
within the church is the ever present con
frontations by those with differing estima
tions of what God's word reveals-opinions 
from the pulpits, opinions from church 
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leaders, opinions from various printed 
media-none of which is infallible. 

Regardless of how dynamic and emo
tional (loud) that sermon may have been, 
God's word still should have precedence. 
Regardless of the following and respect 
which that particular elder may have, 
God's word still remains the same. Regard
less of the influence and control of that 
cooperative conclave or that publication's 
commentary, God's word still should have 
precedence. All too frequently and as 
helpful as they are, I have found myself 
reading from secular writers and from 
brotherhood publications more than from 
God's word. As a minister and proclaimer 
of the word, I cannot afford to do that! 

A beautiful painting cannot be appre
ciated to the fullest by standing close to 
it. It must be viewed from a reasonable 
distance. So to, as disciples, we must step 
back and take a deliberate look at our 
study habits. Do we ever get the cart be
fore the horse? This writer admits to hav
ing done so on several occasions. We 
mustn't form opinions doctrinally after 
having read Dr. Jones or Bishop Flanigan 
and then turn to God's word to observe 
what his commentary might be. We must 
look to him first! Let him guide the for-

( Continued on page 14) 

ment by assisting every member of your 
family to find a ministry in the Lord's 
church, and faithfully fulfill that minis
try. Christians who work for God are 
happy folk. And the good that is accom
plished will live on to bless all. 

5. Restore the father to his God appoint
ed role as head of the household, and re
mind him that as head he bears the pri
mary spiritual·responsibility for nurturing 
his children in the chastening and admoni
tion of the Lord. Providing the right 
example is crucial. 

6. Evidence God's priority by finding, 
no, making time to honor him in the home. 
Family devotionals can best accomplish 
this. At the same time they will draw the 
family together and undergird it. In these 

(Continued on page 11) 

YOUR WORD: 

How Much Is It Worth? 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Booker T. Washington in his Autobiog
raphy, tells of a slave, who shortly before 
the Civil War, received permission from 
his master to go into one of the free 
states to find work. The only restriction 
on the slave was that if he wanted to 
become freed, he would have to save money 
out of his salary to pay his purchase price. 

The slave went to work and began to 
save his purchase price. Soon, however, 
the Civil War began and all slaves were 
declared free. 

Most people, today, who are immersed 
in the spirit of freedom would be inclined 
to claim freedom as a just demand and 
feel no obligation to former owners. 

This freed slave, nevertheless, reasoned 
that he had given his word, and his word 
was not something to be broken because 
of a changed social order. He continued 
to work and save until he had completely 
fulfilled his pledge. 

Such examples of honesty were once 
praised from pulpits and public plat
forms throughout America. Now, a variety 
of causes: situation ethics, political cor
ruption, and widespread distrust of big 
business, have combined to deprive honesty 
of its acceptance as an important virtue. 

It seems more important to succeed 
than to tell the truth. We no longer re
serve our greatest praise for the man 
whose sense of honor is so strong that his 
word alone is sufficient guarantee that he 
will do as he promises. 

Jack Paul has pointed out that if Chris
tians were living right, we should be able 
to go into a bank and get a loan simply 
because we are Christians. 

Too many Christians, however, are like 
the individual who cheated a transporta
tion company out of eight cents on the 
grounds that the company did not need it 
and he did. That may or may not have been 
the case but one thing he overlooked was 
that he needed his integrity far worse. 

Again, we need to ask the question, 
'how much is my word worth?' 
Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 
72143 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Bob Raley, education minister of 
the church-Davis Park-Modesto Cali
fornia, points out to us the tr~its of 
Apollos, who was a gifted teacher. He 
then sums these up, and exhorts us to 
emulate Apollos. 

Thank you, Bro. Raley .-Leonard 
Mullens, Box 3927, Corpus Christi Texas 
78404 ' 

"Apollos, a Gifted Teacher" 
BOB RALEY 

Apollos was a gifted teacher. A native 
of Alexandria (a city of a great university 
and one of the world's largest libraries) 
his training and ability is evident by the 
word "eloquent" which is more correctly 
translated 'ra learned man." He modeled 
for us characteristics that can be highly 
recommended to the twentieth century 
Bible class teachers. Let's draw from Acts 
18 some phrases that emphasize these 
qualities. 

1. Apollos was mighty in the scriptures. 
He was knowledgeable of the Old 
Testament as it prepared the way for 
Christ. His presentation was one of 
power-dynamic! 

2. Apollos was instructed in the way of 
the Lord. He had been orally taught 
of Christianity as described as the 
Way of the Lord. 

3. Apollos was fervent in spirit. The 
word "fervent" denotes boiling. He 
was boiling over with enthusiasm 
emotion, and knowledge that had t~ 
be shared. 

4. Apollos spoke and taught accurately 
the things concerning Jesus. Al
though his knowledge was limited 
(knowing only the baptism of John) 
he taught carefully and accurately 
what he knew. 

5. Apollos was able to accept correction. 
Apollos knew only John's baptism a 
baptism of repentance. He knew little 
of the death, burial and ressurection 
of Christ and nothing of Pentecost 
and the events surrounding the estab
lishment of the church. But when his 
error was pointed out to him by Pris
cilla and Aquila, he accepted correc
tion. Certainly this is an admirable 
trait for a teacher. 

6. Apollos spoke out boldly. Apollos 
proclaimed the message he knew with 
great courage. He did not water it 
down. Openmindedly he listened and 
changed position for the truth. Bible 
class teachers, we have a great task! 
(James 3:1). 

Follow Apollos's example in achieving 
your goal as an effective Bible class 
teacher. Here is the key: 

1. Obtain knowledge through constant 
study! 
2. Listen and learn from other teachers! 
3. Be boiling over with enthusiasm 

emotion, and knowledge about th~ 
greatest Book of all times! 

4. Teach what you know accurately and 

don't attempt to teach material you 
don't know. 

5. Learn to accept correction. 
6. Speak out boldly, courageously and 

with conviction. ' 
I commend you, teacher, to the Lord 

for your service and dedication. 
901 W. Rumble Road, Modesto California 
95350 , 

Encouragement 
JACK EXUM, JR. 

Febr~ary 1949, Ben Hogan, the great 
professional golfer, was involved in a 
head-on collision with a bus in which he 
nearly lost his life. As a result of the 
accident he suffered a fractured pelvis 
shoulder and ribs, a shattered ankle and 
extreme shock and later in the hospital he 
suffered from blood clots. Everyone had 
given him up for dead, but eventually he 
was ~P and learning to walk again. He 
fell bme after time, but he refused to 
give up. Until finally he made it one time 
around the block, but with great pain. 
T.hen · he started putting, and practicing 
his golf strokes and in spite of the 
doubters, and the pain, he in 1950 entered 
the Los Angeles Open, which after 72 
holes of golf, he lost to Sam Snead. How
ever, in June 1950 he entered the U.S. 
Open Golf Tournament and won by four 
strokes. Ben Hogan was great to many 
because he refused to give up and because 
of his example, and encouragement many 
that were handicapped went on t~ make 
themselves great, in spite of the handicap. 

The word "encourage" means to "inspire 
with courage," "to cheer, to rally, to 
hearten." 

One who encourges literally 'renovates 
t~e spiritual powers of another, and gives 
him strength to venture out, engenders 
boldness to withstand dangers fears and 
difficulties. ' 

To me there is no greater need for the 
church than to have brethren that can and 
will encourage. Truly this person renders 
a great service for he puts the heart back 
into the disheartened, lights candles that 
have been blown out or have been allowed 
to die out. 

The discouraged man is a defeated man 
a useless man, and it matters not if he i~ 
ric_h! powerful, and endowed with great 
abi!Ity. Because a lack of courage will 
ultimately end in him losing it all. Just 
as the man with one talent in Matthew 
25:25, who went because of fear, and hid 
his talent in the ground. 

Physically and spiritually, no other at
titude does as much damage to us as in
dividuals. It hurts our business, our 
health, our disposition and our outlook. 
We become wretched, restless, miserable 
discontent, with no song, no sunshine. ' 

Notice David, in I Samuel 30:1-6, be
cause he is an encourager. The Bible says, 
" ... but David encouraged himself in the 
Lord His God." 

Two phrases are important here, first: 
"David encouraged himself ... " Brethren, 
we can not give what we do not have, we 
can not sing a song we do not know. 
David did not ignore the difficulties he 

was . in, . nor ~id he encourage himself by 
co!lsidenng his own greatness. Zig Ziglar 
said, "Conceit is a weird disease that 
makes everyone sick but the one th~t has 
it." David was not self centered, but was 
God centered. He wasn't about to throw in 
the towel, or run away, but sought en
couragement. 

He sought his encouragement "in the 
Lord his God." "And now, Lord ~hat wait 
I for? My hope is within thee': Psa. 39:7. 

The facts are that David and his men 
were away from their wives and children 
who were in Ziklag, and while they were 
away, the Amalekites came and burned 
the city and took all captives. Everyone 
was tired when they got home but all they 
found was a burnt city. The next scene is 
all the army of David crying until they 
can cry not more. Then they blame David 
th_er want to stone him. Certainly David'~ 
military staff offered no help. David was 
alone in this. But David shows his strength 
in depending upon God, the source of 
strength, the ultimate Encourager. 

Certainly we can benefit from David's 
life. Surely we can see we are not suf
ficient in and of ourselves, and that we 
need to depend on the power of God. 

In spite of all difficulties, let's also be 
!ike Paul, who in jail sang and prayed, who 
m the tempest trusted in God, Acts 27 :25. 

(Continued on page 14) 

God and Government 
CARROLL B. ELLIS 

The principle of separation of church 
and state is fundamental to the American 
way. It does not mean separation of state 
and God (Romans 13). Religious organi
zations do not want to get into politics but 
when moral issues for which they have 
been contending for years are made politi
cal issues, there is no way to be silent. 
When a gender-free society and abortion 
are pushed by feminists, those who 
throughout their history have been op
posed to these because of religious belief 
are labeled "bigots." What difference does 
this make?-". . . let God be true, but 
every man a liar ... " (Romans 3:4). 

Our government has not taxed churches. 
Can you imagine what would happen if 
this started? Congregations would become 
great political power blocks manhandling 
local politicians into doing all kinds of 
special favors for them. 

There is no reason for religious people 
to think they are somehow spiritual by 
remaining silent, leaving only the human
ist to address our nation concerning its 
policies. The woods are full of "nice Chris
tians who will let an Ayotollah go un
rebuked, a Mrs. Madalyn Murray O'Hair, 
a Gloria Steinham and a Bella Abzug be 
the spokesman for our women, our schools 
and our courts. 

We must not be silent nor vindictive, 
but firm and clear on basic foundations 
which have made this nation the greatest 
in the history of the world. 

WE CANNOT DEFEAT EVIL BY A 
CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE! 
David Lipscomb College, Dept. of Speech, 
Nashville, Tenn 37203 
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CHURCH EDUCATION PLANNING 
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

Mr. Terry Swift has been named Field 
Consultant for Church Materials at Pep
perdine University in Los Angeles, pro
viding a much-needed resource link for 
churches throughout California. 

Swift will aid area churches in select
ing instructiqnal materials, audio-visual 
aids, books and classroom supplies tai
lored for church education programs. He 
also can make available a current calen
dar of lectureship events, gospel meetings, 
seminars and other activities of area 
churches through his field consulting ser
vices. 

Swift is a graduate of the Sunset 
School of Preaching and School of Mis
sions in Lubbock, Texas, and has worked 
for several years as a minister, youth edu
cator and counselor in the Midwest and 
California. 

The new field consultant is currently 
available to meet with church representa
tives to discuss the needs of their pro
grams. He can be reached through the 
University's Los Angeles campus book
store by phoning (213) 971-7733. 

Clyde P. Findlay, 4215 Apollo·· Street, 
Houston, Tx. 77018: Two events in 1979 
have been of much joy to Lettie and I. We 
were invited to the golden anniversary of 
Carbondale in Tulsa where I was the first 
full-time preacher. We had a part in grad
uation week at Northeast School of Preach
ing at Kames, near Knoxville, Tennessee 
which I set up and directed for about four 
years. We enjoyed while there a meeting 
at Oak Ridge where I used to preach. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
In the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

ACU LECTURESHIP SPEAKERS 
ANNOUNCED 

Following the theme "Until He Comes" 
the 62nd annual Bible Lectureship win 
be held Feb. 17-20 on the Abilene Chris
tian University campus. 

Howard W. Norton, minister of mis
sions at College Church of Christ in Okla
homa City, Okla., will deliver the opening 
lecture Sunday, Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m. in 
Moo~y. Coliseum on "Seeking the Lost." 

W1ll1am E. Young, minister of the 
Johnson Street Church of Christ in San 
Angelo, will open the morning lectures 
Monday, Feb. 18, at 9:30 a.m. 

Jimmy Jividen of Abilene, will speak 
Monday at 7 p.m. on "Homesick for 
Heaven." 

Speaking Tuesday, Feb. 19, at 9:30 
a.m. on "What Manner of People Ought 
We To Be?" will be Stanley Lockhart. 

Taylor A. McKenzie, minister of the 
61st and Division Streets Church in San 
Diego, Calif., will speak Tuesday at 7 
p.m. on "Christian Stewardship." 

Eldred L. Echols will speak on "The 
Judgment Day" Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 
9:30a.m. 

Closing out the 62 annual Bible Lec
tureship will be "Heartbeat" radio pro
gram director and speaker Landon B. 
Saunders, speaking at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
on ''The King is Coming." 

SUNSET SCHOOL PREPARING FOR 
RUSSIAN EVANGELISM 

Sunset School of Preaching will gradu
ate its first class in the Russian language 
in June. There are a number of places 
in the world where Russian is spoken and 
the gospel may be preached. It could well 
be that by the time people are· prepared 
to speak it, there will be opportunity to 
preach it-even in Russia. 

A second class begins in September, and 

EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL 
OF PREACHNG AND MISSIONS 
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• Established 1971 

• Two Year Programs 
(Ministerial & Missions) 

• Approved For G.l. 
Educational Benefits 

• Under Oversight of Elders 
of Karns Church of Christ 

• No Tuition Charges 

• Curriculum For Student Wives 

• New Classes Enroll in February, May, August 
and November 

For Catalogue Write 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37921 

615-584-4657 or 584-0002 

a four year curriculum in Russian studies 
is under way. Any interested should con
tact the Sunset School of Preaching, Slavic 
Studies Division, 3723- 34th St., Lubbock, 
Tex. 79410. 

DEVOTIONAL 
DO OilS 

for your Bible Classes 
Also ideal for gifts, devotional 
guides and personal inspiration. 

BY 0. H. TABOR 

The Deeper Life 
Fruitful Living 
Springs of Faith 
Fountains of Love 
Hills of Hope 
Beams of Light 

$2 Each 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tx 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A practical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in develop
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office and staff, 
building maintenance, counseling, 
p~rchasing, sele~g elders? organ
lZlDg and managmg an actJ.ve pro
gram-it's all here. Written by a 
man with many years experience as 
Dean of a college and an elder in 
the church. 

Order from 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 
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ASSAULT ON OUR FAMILIES 
(Continued from page 8 ) 

devotionals Jet the father lead, but not 
monopolize. 

7. On a still deeper level set aside fur
ther time for your own personal develop
ment spiritually. This can best be 
achieved by listening to God speak as you 
read his word, and by speaking to him in 
mean ingful prayer. Nothing else can so 
greatly fortify you. . . 

8. Strengthen family ties by planmng 
and sharing activities that bind you to
gether. Set aside a special family night, ~r 
some other period of time for purely faml
ly activities. 

9. E ncourage your congregation to give 
attention to helping strengthen the family. 
Special sermons, or better still a series on 
this vital subject can be helpful. A show
ing of sound motion pictures dealing with 
this theme can be highly effective. J ames 
Dobson has produced seven films on vari
ous aspects of the family that are wor th 
considering. Though not a member of the 
Lord's church, he has a Bible centered 
commitment to the family, is a physician 
and an author, and is highly articulate as 
he deals with practical fami ly matters. 
Since non-Christians also have family 
concerns, a series like this can effectively 
provide an outreach in a community where 
other efforts have failed. 

10. When church members disobey God's 
teachings as they relate to f undamental 
marriage relationships, let congrega
t ions, led by consecrated elders, with
draw fellowship from the impenitent dis
obedient. Infections must be contained, and 
the purity of a people, who are called to 
be holy as God is holy, must be maintained 
at a ll costs. 

In addition to these suggestions there 
must be other ways we can work to pre
serve our families. Whatever they are, 
Jet's combine them all and help save our 
homes! 
Oklahoma Christian College, Rt. 1, Box 
121, Oklahoma City, OK 731i1 

Aus tin H. E mery, 2012 Western Ave., 
Farmington, New Mexico, 87401, Dec. 5, 
1979 : Since beginning our ministry here on 
October 7, we have been blessed in wit
nessing nine being immersed into Christ, 
one restored to the Lord, and seven have 
identified themselves wi th us to work and 
wors hip here. We currently have two class
es, one of adults and one of teenagers, 
studying how to s hare t he gospel with 
others. 

WHAT GOD LEFT OUT OF THE BIBLE 
(Continued from page 5) 

gone from the dormitory method to the 
cottage method and now of late to the 
foster home type care. And, we are still 
doing exactly what and only what the 
Lord directs in his New Testament. It 
just migh t be before long that the "in
stitutions?" brethren have fought over 
will be no more and all needy ones will be 
in foster homes. God's leaving out of the 
Bible specific rules about it allows t hese 
changes in the past and in the f u ture. 
As we leam better we do better and all 
within the scope of divine Law. 

Hadn't you noticed that the New Testa
ment doesn't give t he hour of the day 
for the Lord's Supper? One hour here 
might not be conven ient there. God' s 
wisdom is seen in what he didn't include
he left it out purposely. He doesn't say 
how many elders to have; how big a con
gregation can or should be before you 
"swarm" beginning another nearby. No 
direction is given as a church building, 
the size or shape of it. It doesn't have 
to be in the shape of a cross with exactly 
three doors symbolic of the Trinity. This 
would have been folly on the Pli!rl of God. 
His great wisdom I see in what he left 
out of the Bible and, come to think of it, 
these great truths we've presented could 
be just another proof of inspiration of 
the Book we call the Bible. It doesn't have 
to catch up with the changes of man. 

"0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ; how 
unsearchable are his judgments and 
h is ways past finding out." 

P. 0. Box 56, Duncanville, TX 75116 

Note to s ubscribers: P lease g ive you r old 
address as well a" :vour new address when 
you move. 

WANTED: 
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Need qua lified young man to initiate 
campus evangelism, will be working 
prima rily with students at Kea rney 
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Kearney, NE 68847 
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FOR YOUR 
LADIES) CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 

T he fam ily, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics discussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 6 10 
A u s tin, Texas 78767 
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ISLAM AND THE CHURCH (3) 

(Continued from page 7) 

and crucified him, but they did not see 
the last of him because "God raised him 
up unto himself; a nd God is exalted in 
power" (Surah 2:159). Two well known 
Muslim commentators of the ninth cen
tury, Ar-Razi" and Al-Zamakhshari do in 
f act take this position. 

I believe this is the most severe chal
lenge I sla m makes to the Gospel, for 
without the crucifixion there is no Gospel. 
It is a denial of the gr ace of God. If a 
Muslim ever accepted the crucifixion 
through the study of the Bible a nd his
torica l evidence, then the rest of t he is
sues would be much easier to deal wi th. 
Thus it is impo1tant that we re-examine 
the Qur'anic passages with the Muslim 
and show the need for the death of Christ 
if man is to ever have atonement for his 
sins. 

5. Why is Christianity so divided? Which 
Christian should I lis ten to? 

It was Jesus ' prayer in Gethsemane 
that his followers be one, for he knew that 
would be a proof that he was from God. 
Therefore, the Muslim usually presses the 
Christian with the fact that Chr{stianity 
is so divided while I slam remains a sold 
unity. He also tries to trap the Chr is tian 
into attacking the other groups and fur
ther disqualify his message. 

First of all, Islam is not completely 
united as the Muslim would lead one to 
believe. Three major religious divisions 
exist: Sunni, Shi'ites, and Sufis (not to 
mention the many political factions). 
Some Muslims will claim that these sec
tarian developments are really not divi
sions but merely different schools of 
thought. Yet, it is more than that, for 
ma ny of the issues at the root of these 
divisions are like problems in the Chris
tian world. The Shi'ites are divided into 
many sub-sects as the Kaysaniya's, !rna
mites, Isma'ilites, and some extremist 
groups. These further divided into groups 
as the Hashimiya, Karibiya, Brethren of 
Purity, Carmathians, Assassins and 'Ala
wites. Basically, t he issues behind these 
divisions were over the authority and in
fallibility of the Imams (Caliphs, leaders 
of the community) or Ali (son-in-law of 
Muhammad) as an incarnation of deity 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

~ocated 21j2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
m the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call : 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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and thus superior to Muhammad. The Suf
is were very much gnost ic ascetics. F or 
the Sunni, debates arose between the 
T raditionalists and the Mu'tazilites over 
the use of reason, over whether the 
Qur'an was created or un-created and 
exegetical methods. The Marji'ites r~se in 
r eaction to the Kharijites claiming faith 
and works are different and that faith is 
dependent on knowledege rather than a 
charismatic experience. The Muslim who 
cla ims uni ty is as un-informed about his 
own history and relig ion as the nominal 
Christian who claims "one church is as 
good as another." Certainly the recent 
events of the attack on the holy place in 
Mecca, fighting between Kurdistans and 
Iranians, and Syrians fight ing agains t 
the 'Alawites and at times the PLO is fur
ther evidence of disunity in the Muslim 
world. 

tian, not a member of some denomination. 

Box 142, Nazareth, I srael 

As a response to this question, one in 
all honesty cannot deny history and t he 
existence of many denominations. Neither 
God nor Chr ist wanted this and it is fo r 
this reason that we are pleading for a 
return and a restoration of New Testa
ment Chr istianity. If the Muslim believed 
in Christ, he would s imply be a Chris-

(More next week) 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products tor the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Plea.se write or call t or tree catalog. 
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SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn co win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify co be a full-time 
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SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
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Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
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The Ninth Annual Lectureship 
Theme: The Lordship of Christ 

March 12-14, 1980 

WEDNESDAY,MARCH12 
7:00 p.m. The Case for the Deity of Cluiat 
8:00 p.m. The Cluiat of the Scriprurea 

9:00a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
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10:00 a.m. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 13 
First Century Messianic Expectations• 
His Pre-existence and lnesmat ion• 
Jesus of Nazareth: The Man• 
Jesus: The Messiah/Christ" 
Jesus: The Son of Man• 
Jesus: His Virgin Birth 
Meaning of the Confession: J esus is Lord 
(Rom. 10:9·10/Phil. i: ll) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 14 
Jesus: The Lord• 
.Jesus: The Son of God• 
.Jesus: The Suffering Servant• 
Jesus: The Sa,·ior" 
.Jesus: Immanuel (God with us)• 
.Jesus: His Resurrection from Death 
\Vhy Call Him "Lord". and Do :-.=ot the 
Things Which He Says? (Luke 6:~6) 

Jeny Grou 
Maurice Luak 

Gary Headrick 
J eny Gross 
David Shaw 

Gary Headrick 
Allen Black 

J . Noel Merideth 
Garland Elkins 

Maurice Lusk 
Bany Blackburn 

Allen Black 
Bany Blackburn 

Maurice Lusk 
J . Noel Merideth 

Garland Elkins 

"Reuarch paper presentations of 30 minutes followed by 10 minute general discussion. 
Copies of papers available to the public. 

Spon.ared by 

Chestnut Drive Church of Christ 
35~5 Chestnut Drive 
Doro,•ille. Georgia 30340 

For information call 
(404) 458·7631 
E. Dale McDaniel, Dir~>Ctor 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1980 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1) 

BRITISH ISLES 
Sept. 11-25 

Visiting England, Scotland & Wales 
Escorted by Curtis & Nell Manor 

(2) 

(3) 

GOSPEL MISSION 
TO AUSTRALIA 

March 21-April 5 
Optional Tour To New Zealand 

Directed by Robert Farrar 

NORTHAMPTON, 
ENGLAND CAMPAIGN 

FOR CHRIST 
April 2-30 

Directed by Bill Harmon 

(4) HAWAII 
April 7-15 

Visiting Oahu, Hawaii, Maui, 
and Kauai 

Escorted by June Stathopulo 

(5) 
CANADIAN ROCKIES 

June 5-18 
Visiting Lake Louise, Banff, 

Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 
Escorted by Hulen Jackson 

(6) EUROPE 

(7) 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 
SEMINAR TOUR 
July 31-Aug. 14 

Escorted by Dr. Carl_ Brecheen 
and Dr. Paul Faulkner 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
June 16-30 

And July 16-30 
Many Well Known Tour Hosts 

ARRANGED BY 

FOWLER TOURS & TRAVEL 

(8) 
EASTERN CANADA 

AND NEW ENGLAND 
July 3-15 

Visiting Quebec, Montreal, Maine, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, New York, 

Massachusetts 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES --------r 
FF 

FOWLER TOURS & TRAVEL 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

NAM~------------------------------------------

ADDRESS-----------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(9) SOLD OUT 
EUROPE 

AND PASSION PLAY 

(10) 

July 29-Aug. 13 
Visiting 7 Countries 

Escorted by Bob Barnhill 

HAWAII 
July 9-19 

Visiting Oahu, Hawaii, Maui, 
and Kauai 

Escorted by Burton Landers 
and Ralph Casey 

(11) 
ALASKA 
Aug. 11-23 

Visiting Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Mt. McKinley, White Horse, 
4 day inside passage cruise 
Escorted by Robert Bankes 

(12) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

AND WILLIAMSBURG 
Aug. 12-21 

Plus Mt. Vernon, Gettysburg, 
Annapolis 

Escorted by Ann & Hulin Fowler 

(13) 

(14) 

EUROPE 
Visiting Ita ly, Switzerland, 

France, England 
Escorted by John Vaughan 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

Oct. 2-10 
New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, 

New Hampshire, Connecticut 

(15) 
PEOPLES REPUBLIC 

OF CHINA 
Oct. 20-Nov. 8 

Hong Kong, Peking, Shanghai, 
Kwangchow, Sian, Soochow 

Escorted by George and Elabeth Bailey 
and M. Norvel and Helen Young 

(16) 
EUROPE ALPINE AND 

OBERAMMERGAU 
June 30-July 14 

Escorted by Jim Bill Mclnteer 

(17) 
BIBLE LANDS 

June 10-19 
Eight full days in Israel 

Escorted by Charles Prince 
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GIVE GOD' S WORD PRECEDENCE 

(Continued from page 8) 
mation of our doctrinal opinions. Then 
they will have a far greater likelihood of 
being correct. 

One suggestion: Read the Bible more 
than you read other material, if possible. 
Read the Bible ·more than you watch tele
vision. Read the Bible more than you play 
ball or knit or whatever. The newspaper 
has precedence when a Christian spends 
one hour a day reading the sports section, 
Ann Landers and the comics and only t en 
minutes a week reading the Bible (and 
only then to prepare his Sunday lesson). 
A Christian housewife allows Gone With 
The Wind to take precedence when she 
begins her t hird reading without having 
read the Bible through once. 

An elder who spends more t ime review
ing the stock market reports than in 
meditation upon God's word is in no posi
tion to feed his f lock the proper spiritual 
diet. A minister who spends more time 
reading brotherhood bulletins and publica
tions (over 65 at present) has some soul 
searching in order. It is practically im
possible to read all that one would like. As 
inspirational as some publications are, we 
must read them supplementary to the 
Bible. 

Always allow God's word to be the main 
course of those daily spiritual feasts. 
Thank God for t he printed page and for 
allowing us that wonderful tool of com
munication which helps us to encourage 
and teach and share with one another. 
But, most of all, thank God for his in
spired word which alone can lead us to 
that which per tains to life and Godliness, 
and u!fimately eter nal life. 
2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
48506 

A Firm Foundation aub•crlptlon makes a 
wonderful b i r thday or anniversary gift. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semiannua l Coupons 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 3lh t o 7 yea rs 

a nd 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTER~ST 

BONDS 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13lh yea rs 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 
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ENCOURAGEMENT 

(Continued from page 9) 

"Let not your heart be troubled: ye be
lieve in God, believe also in me." J no. 14: 1. 

Let's not allow anything nor anyone 
to share our faith in God, realizing that 
He really is with us, unto the end of the 
world, therefore let's go with the Gospel. 
535 Murray Avenue, Hartwell, Georgia 
30643 

Don Kleppe, Vernon, Texas, December 
24, 1979: We wanted you to be able to 
share in our joy. Our congregation is 
growing and this growth has necessitated 
a $350,000 building addit ion. We chal
lenged our congregation to give $60,000 
in a special contribution. On December 
2nd we received just over $85,000. 

We hope to break ground soon after the 
f irst of the year. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christ ian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
9.5°/o ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

9.5% interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

Th1s adverhsement 1! neither an orter to sell nor a sohc•tattan o f offers to buy any of these bOnds 
The offering Is mado only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 19, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
A.clvertlsiDg ID thlll seeUoD $1.00 per llDe. Deslgaecl upeelally to aceommoclate 

coDgre(l'&tiOJUI aclvertlaiDg meetiDg pJueee, preachers aeeldDg work or eoDIQ'CIPl• 
tloDs seeking preachers. .A.Jso other aeeeptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaclling-.Personal Evangeiiam-Miasions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1G06 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Mlnlster. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M.. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M..~--------,-..,. 

DENVER. COLORADO so=8 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning, Evan. 
Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at' present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 963S8. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 
OKINAWA., .JA.PA.N. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA.., 20 N. IrviDs St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A..M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0635 
or 941-1686. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THA.M, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
iL.a.sitA-=.::;;_=-AN----"""c_H_o-=RA.-G-E--c=H=11B=---c=H..,.....--O~F 
CHRIST, 3'100 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frlenda In Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA.Y A.RIDA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dablba Road 

Plea•aDtoD, CDIUonala 84G68 
Jamoa W. Forcu•on, Sr.. Dlroctor 

NOW WORSHIP ON"JSLA.ND OF KAUA.I, 
HA.WAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3<H9, 
Lihue. HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A. NortJawest Claarela of Olarlltt 
1147 N. Slat St. 98105. If :rou know •omo
ono moTlng to tho Greater Seattle area 
drop u• a Uno, or call 514-1320. We wlll 
con tact them. 
PRESCOTT. ARIZ. 120 N. Mount 'Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:80: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problema. Church now 200, growing, 6 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-6190 or 446-
8722, 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 24S2 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

lZth and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Panl Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St •• Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For det81lls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1334, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlle7 Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature agsuessive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64162. (816) 
891-0681. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 

Residential Counselors for community baaed youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, prov1de guidance, supervision, implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW. 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 3606 N. MacGregoT Way, Houston, 
Texas 77004. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 8. Logan 30S-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
YUMA., A.JUZ., 851 W. ~tla St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3-G p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Young man wanted for youth llJld personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send reaUIIle to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2S46, 
Riverside, California 92616 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2864 or 1-714-684-8110). 
l!:VA.N!!IVILLE, IND., ~ E. .ltlor&"DD A.ve., 
u.s. 400 Eaat Opposite K-:Uart. OUiee 4'f'f• 
527'1. Bobb7' Wade, Mia. 4'J8-40GCI. 
ltloDteney, Mexlcoa A.ve. FaDclleloDe• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55·11 

David Cardenas, Evllllgellata 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98S81. 206-374-6845. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a sil{niflcant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
ing" and equipping Christilllls for ministry (Eph. 
4:11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:S-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97860: ph. (60S) 96S-S9S7. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist. 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 6S4-5028; 963-
64S4 or 968-9035. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:SO & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2SU. 

BUSES 
Three well-maintained buses for sale, as a package 
$12,000. Individually as follows: 72 passenger road 
type bus $7,500: 66 passenger school bus type 
$3,000: 64 passenger school bus type $2,600. In
terested 1 Call (217) 644-0SS1 or (217) 629-2612, 
Clear Lake Church of Christ. SprinJtfield, Illinois. 
The Congregation in Wilson, Okla. needs an aggres
sive mature Gospel Preacher. If Interested call 
229-0761 or 668-2447. Call after 6 o'clock p.m. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Sprinp;s Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill. Okla. 78446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Br:vmer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ is In need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of SO and 60, married 
and with preachinp; experience. Call (817) 796-4609 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. S, Hico, Texas 
76467. 

NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATOR 
AVAILABLE 

6 years exp. looking for a congregation that ia 
active in sharing their faith, one that works to
gether and prays together outside of the worship 
service. Wife has MSW and experience with chil
dren's home--may or may not be available for work. 
Ray Reiss, Apt. 107, 10120 11th St., No. St. Pete .• 
Fla. 88702. Tel: 818-677-S976. 
SUMMER CAMP FOR RENT-in Colorado RockY 
Mountains, SO miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program camp--family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You sup. 
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/day or $1200/week minimum for SO campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ. 611 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 808-542-4222. 

WANTED-Full time minister for small congre
gation in Trinidad, Texas. Partial support of 
$226.00 week and three B-R House. If you have 
other income to supplement your needs contact
John Spencer-Box 198-or call 214-778-2431, Trini
dad, Texas 7616S. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
CHURCH BUSES-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas, TX 
76216 (214) 871-5049. 

UrKentb' Needed 
The Church in Gridley, California is in dire need 
of an evangelistic family to move in to help them 
sustain the Lord's work in this community. Small 
building, debt free. About 18 souls attend, Support 
about '200. per month. Would appreciate mission 
minded congregation helping to support full time 
man. Good opportunity for growth in area of 6-8,000 
souls. Contact Burl Pendergraft at 916-846-4600 or 
m~. to 1133 Locust Street, Gridley, California 

GOOD OPPORTUNITY 
For dedicated preacher wanting to do Mission Work 
for an established congregation in Kauai, Hawaii. 
Full support available. Retired or semi-retired 
Preachers maY find this field of work very re
warding. For information, write or call: The North 
Downey Church of Christ. 88S6 Lindell Ave., 
Downey, CA 90240. Phone: (213) 869-44S2. 
For Sale: 20 pews 20 feet long. $100 each or trade 
for bus in good condition. Valley Church of Christ. 
P.O. Box 8601, Central Point, Oregon 97602 or Call 
772-7S67. 
Evangelist needed to work with a small, established 
congregation in booming Arizona. Need mature man 
with experience. Pleaue contact: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 1808 West Blodgett, Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
88220. 

FOR SALE 
861 Plastic Padded Opera Chairs in fine condition. 
38 rows of 6; 17 rows of 7: 2 pulpit chairs with 
2 each. 41st & Ave. T, Temple, Tx 76601. Phone· 
817-778-1708. . 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Finn FouDdatloD 
trle. to screen advertlaiDif, aDd will Dot 
kDowiDJrly take qae•tloDable advertiiiiD•• 
Bat It Is the reader's re•poDslblllty to ID• 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
time• aDwltflDgl7' niD &D UDWOrtla7 ad. 
As the old saTIDB' ~rQe8, before you IDveat. 
IDveatla-ateJ 

CHRISTIAN HAM NETWORK 
Members of the Church who are also 

amateur radio operators will be interested 
in a network of Christian ham operators 
every Saturday at 1600 U.T.C. on 21.895 
mhz. 

Dave Oakley, K5PMF, is Net Control 
operating from the 2000 watt station at 
Sunset School of Preaching in Lubbock, 
Texas. Oakley reports more than sixty 
radio operators have checked into the Net, 
representing more than twenty states and 
five foreign countries in South America, 
Europe, and Africa. 

DELRAIDA CHURCH 
Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mclnteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

Please notify the church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is needed write to 
the church, Box 8085, 

Montgomery, AL 86109. 
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Feeling Good About Being A Christian? 

Feeling Good About Being A 

"Jesus had a way with people. 
His way makes it possible to 
relate naturally andjoyfully 
with the people around you
everyday. His way is the way 
to start feeling good about 
being a Christian."
Landon Saunders 

FRIDAY, FEB. 22 
7:30- 9:30p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEB· 23 
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

A Seminar with Landon Saunders 

Northside Church of Christ 
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43rd & Ave. 8 Austin, Texas 

(Located in mid-town Austin, 
15 blocks west of IH35, one mile north of U.T.l 

Ministers 
Don Vinzant 

David Mickey 

I 
I 

I 
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WI LLIAM AND LORENE RAGSDALE of Rogers, Arkansas, 
recently observed their 70th wedding anniversary. Both are 
91 years old. Brother Ragsdale was baptized three years 
after his marriage to a Christian girl, and has preached 
the gospel for 65 yea rs. Love for the Lord and the lost led 
him to quit his bookkeeping job and attend the County 
Line Bible School, near Bakersfield, Mo. Later he returned 
to teach. The n he preached for churches in Springfi~ld, 
Mo., and Wichita, Kon., before moving to Rogers in 1935. 
Late r he returned to Wichita, then preached at Brandon, 
Mo., and Cove Springs, Ark. Some time ago he suffered o 
strob. He has baptiz ed thousands. Write them a card. 
Address : 504 S. 12th, Rogers, AR 72756. 



Training /or Elders 
We recently had the opportunity to participate in 

anothe~ "Elder's Workshop." This one was at Sunset 
in Lubbock. In the early 1940's we helped to plan w.hat 
to our knowledge was the first workshop for Bible 
class teachers. ·It was at Edgefield in Dallas. Out of 
that crude beginning have sprung countless improved 
workshops and seminars for teachers. We have come 
a long way in training teachers in the. p~st 40 ~ears. 
We are just beginning to conduct training seminars 
for elders, and we would hope that the next 40 years 
would see as much improvement in elders' work as we 
now see in teachers' work. 

The church is suffering from sterility and stagnation 
in many communities. Leadership has not kept up with 
the times. People no longer feel that they can keep 
their souls alive with weekly doses of Welch's grape 
juice. An affluent and educated membership is no lo~g
er content with sitting on the sidelines, and engaging 
in nothing but church going and sermon listening. Mod
em Christians recognize the need for involvement, 
dedication and action. 

Only in a very few places do we have leadership equal 
to the task of vitalizing the church. In by far the 
majority of congregations the leadership could well 
do with training. It is next to impossible to get the 
average eldership even interested enough to attend a 
training session. In the very few congregations where a 
live and sensitive group of elders is leading a dynamic 
church in action we find that that church drains all the 
others dry. Then they complain about the loss of mem
bers. 

When that happens all the others suffer. They have 
no one to blame but themselves. Had they provided. the 
leadership the sheep would not have strayed. We can 
monitor the vital signs of the human body and prognose 
and diagnose. Can we not do the same in the church 
which is the body of Christ? Can elders and church 
leaders not devise plans that will alter the course of 
sterile and dying churches? 

If elders would set things aside and give themselves 
to what the Lord wants them to do we would see a 
great change in the church. So far as we know the Sun
set School of Preaching is providing the first sustained 
course of study to help elders more effectively do their 
work. It would be a great thing if more men who strive 
to serve as elders would take advantage of the training. 
We have for a long time expected preachers to set 
aside all else to do the work of an evangelist, and to 
make sacrifices to prepare themselves for the task. 
We would not hire one who didn't. Why not elders? It 

2 [130] 

is just as important that elders prepare to be elders 
as for preachers to prepare to be preachers. If not, why 
not? Surely elders who do not want a preacher to set 
a price on his work would not themselves set a price 
on theirs. If they want a preacher to prepare for his 
work surely they would want to prepare for theirs. 
And if the "Lord will take care" of preachers he would 
surely take care of elders. The "I've got to make a 
living, you know," could apply to preachers as well as 
elders. 

It takes real conviction to over-ride tradition and 
break down prejudice. One ahead of his time always 
is paid in the coin of the scorn of his peers. When they 
arrive, finally, at the place where he is, he is not there; 
he has moved on. It is commendable that we have a 
few elders who will make the sacrifices and travel the 
distances to attend seminars designed to help them do 
their work better. We believe they are the vanguard 
of a great army of capable leaders. 

Things don't happen unless there is someone to make 
them happen. Elders ought to think about letting God 
use them in a special way, and get ready for service. 
Training courses will help us to think less about ruling 
and more about serving. We ought to encourage train
ing seminars for elders in every way we can. 

The home is reeling from the battering it is receiving 
from abortion, divorce, alcohol, physical violence, ten
sion, drugs and such like. The "Me First" syndrome 
strains every fiber of our society. Economic stress and 
emotional imbalance contribute devastating blows. It 
is almost a miracle that either the home or the church 
survives at all. Elders must equip themselves with all 
available knowledge and expertise in order to render 
service in their areas. Maybe a sick sheep needs oil 
on its head. 

We would encourage brethren everywhere to pop
ularize and publicize elders' workshops and seminars. 
We would urge the members to insist that elders 
attend them, and encourage and support those who will 
make the sacrifice to do so. People will do better when 
they know more, and so will elders. 

The Lubbock Seminar is a step in the right direction. 
None of us will ever know too much about how to serve 
the Lord. We can all profit from better training. We 
would encourage elders everywhere to develop and 
participate in such training for more effective service. 
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Is It Wrong To Feel Good About Yourself? 
"All have turned away, •.. there is no 

one who does good . • . all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 3:12,23). "God said, "Let us make 
man in our image'" (Gen. 3: 26). 

How should I feel about myself? We 
hear different opinions about man's view 
of himself from different sources. One 
preacher will tell us that, as sinners, we 
are worthless, no good, and fit only to be 
barely tolerated even when we are saved. 
Another will assure us that we are okay 
and basically good. We hear o~ t~e 
heinousness of sin as well as the mestl
mable value of the human being. There is 
truth in both sides of the question, but 
which is the proper emphasis? How should 
I feel about myself'! Should I be gloomy 
and depressed over my sins and failures, 
realizing I will always fall f~r short . ~f 
worthiness? Or should I glory m my ablll
ties and intellect, looking beyond my 
wrong desires and attitudes? 

It should be obvious that we need to 
have a correct view of ourselves, neither 
too bleak nor too rosy. Either extreme 
can cause problems within an individ~al 
and in relationships with others. Havmg 
a poor or inaccurate self-image is destruc
tive to an individual's life and purpose. 
A misjudgment of one's own worth can 
hinder relationships with others. A faulty 
self-evaluation can even obstruct one's 
relationship with God. 

Too poor a self-image will contribute to 
one's conviction of being unable to re
late to others, to do anything worth
while, or even to have any success in life. 
Too glowing a view of oneself can result 
in self-righteousness, a feeling. of . ~u
periority toward others, and an mab1hty 
to realize one's faults. 

May I suggest five ideas that might 
contribute to a proper attit\}de about self. 

Man is great, but man is fallen. Francis 
Schaeffer in Dea,tk in tke City capsulizes 
the dilemma we face by this phrase. Man 
is indeed created in the image of God; 
man's intellect, will, and emotions are 
wonders of the universe; man has the 
ability to affect history, cause cataclysmic 
events, destroy or change life on a mas
sive scale. God created man to be great. 
Man's abilities to build, shape, think, love, 
wonder, dream, and have· purpose are 
wondrous indeed. We too often value 
flowers, the sky, the atom, and animals 
more than God's greatest creation, man. 

Yet man has not lived up to his calling. 
Man is not, of course, born sinful, but 
every person that has reached account
ability has sinned or missed the mark in 
the eyes of God. Man who can build 
palaces and paint masterpieces is man 
who can kill and destroy. Man becomes 
given over to sin, salvageable only by the 
grace of God through the blood of Christ. 
The reason sin is so terrible is that the 
creature capable of so much has fallen so 
far short of his capacity. 

Acknowledging sin is a positive, not a 
negative step. The idea has become wide
spread that recognizing and confessing 
sin in al person's life in some way lessens 

RAY W. NOTGRASS 

that person's worth. This idea is nothing 
short of destructive and grows out of 
man's desire to appear perfect. 

Watching "Holocaust" on television im
pressed the fact anew that man has an 
amazing ability to fool himself into think
ing nothing is wrong. The Nazis in charge 
of the Jewish slaughter lied to family 
and friends, used euphemisms such as the 
"special handling" of Jews, and devised 
elaborate schemes condoning the mass 
executions. The Nazis were an extreme 
example of the rationalization, self
deception, and problem-ignoring that 
we practice every day. The last thing we 
want to do is admit being wrong about 
anything. 

Yet what great power there is in ac
knowledging and confessing wrong! How 
much I wanted just one Nazi to be honest 
with himself and others by confessing 
his guilt. Acknowledging sin puts you 
back into reality. There is a; peace that 
can come merely by recognizing one's 
guilt and taking the proper response in 
the face of it. The happiest people are not 
those who have deluded themselves into 
thinking nothing is wrong or who con
tinually ignore the problems that are 
present. Instead, the most peaceful and 
secure people are those who recognize 
their sins and live in response to God's 
grace. 

Saying "Yes, I am a sinner" does not 
eliminate your worth. Instead, you are 
dealing truthfully with yourself and you 
can function better from that correct per
spective. 

All that we have, can do, and can be
come is a gift of God. One will say "I 
can't do anything." Another will boast, 
at least in his actions if not in his words, 
that he can do anything, or at least any
thing that is important. Neither is the 
healthy view. The person with the healthy 
view analyzes his talents and abilities, 
recognizes their presence and their po
tential, and humbly thanks God for all 
that he is or does. The girl who convinces 
herself that she is homely and the girl 
who prides herself on her contest-winning 
beauty both miss the point. Attractive
ness is multi-faceted, and all of it is a 
gift of God. The brilliant student who 
dislikes the person who can work with 
retarded children, who in turn looks with 
disfavor on one who is able to give great 
gifts to the church share one important 
trait: all that they are, all that they 
have, all that they can do, all that they 
can become-comes from God. It is not 
wrong to recognize one's talents and 
abilities. It is wrong to ignore or misuse 
them, or to take personal pride in what is 
in reality a gift of God. 

It is useless and even harmful to com
pare yourself with someone else. Some
time people determine their worth by 
comparing themselves to others. Depend
ing on whether they are hard on them
selves or others, they will either be mis-

erable or boastful. You will always find 
some one not as attractive, not as intelli
gent, not as clever as yourself. On the 
other hand, you will always be in the 
presence of those who are "superior" to 
you in your own categories. But who is 
to say a good pulpit presence is more 
valuable than a heart of compassion for 
those in need? Who decided that teach
ing a class is more important than being 
able to lead a good congregational pray
er? If we like ourselves, we tend to think 
that our abilities are better than others. 
If we dislike ourselves, we believe that 
we cannot possibly measure up to others. 

But God does not keep standings. He 
wants you to be only one person as fully 
and completely as possible: you. People 
who determine their worth on the re
bound from other people are bound for 
a life of dislike, distrust, fear, and al
ways· missing the point of life. If you 
see yourself as a bewildering maze of 
strengths, weaknesses, sins, and blessings, 
be assured of one thing: other people see 
themselves in precisely the same way. 
All of which proves absolutely nothing 
about your own personal worth. 

Our purpose is to use our limited selves 
in an unlimited way. A person who can feel 
good about himself is a person who knows 
his purpose, and the purpose of a human 
being is this: to use every gram of his 
limited self-not what he wished he were 
or what others expect of him, but what he 
really is-in an unselfish, unlimited .way 
to the glory of God. God knows we are 
flawed: he loves us anyway, and even dealt 
with our flawedness in the most absolute 
way possible: he sent his Son to die so that 
we might have life. We are not worthless, 
nor are we expected to be everything. 
What we are is to be used in such a way 
that God will be praised and glorified by 
our lives. He will receive that praise and 
glory as richly as possible only if his 
children have a proper attitude about 
themselves, by looking at themselves with 
crucified pride at being a flawed, but re
deemed, brother of Jesus. 

Man is a tremendously beautiful, com
plex, and important creation of God, but 
the reality of the situation is that man has 
used his God-given will to turn away from 
his Maker. As we realize who and what 
we are, we must remember that it .all 
comes from God. We must not compare 
ourselves to others, but we must simply 
use all that we are and have for God's 
glory. Such a view of ourselves is not 
easily capsulized because it is not sim
plistic. How can we expect such an im
portant matter to be summed up in a 
phrase or two'! To miss any of it is to 
miss a vital part of understanding our
selves. As redeemed people, we can know 
that our weaknesses are opportunities for 
God's strength and our strengths are 
blessings from God. Knowing our flaws 
and recognizing our purpose, we can live 
successfully for the Lord by feeling right 
about ourselves. 
University Christian Center, Highway 
6 West, Oxford, Miss. 38655 
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The Danger of Drifting 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

The greatest problem faced by the church is not the con
version of sinners but the conservation of Christians. If the 
problem of conservation were to be adequately solved, it seems 
likely that the problem of converting others would loom before 
us as a problem not so great as it now seems. Those of us who 
devote time and energy to the conversion of some family or 
some individual and eventually convert them or him, find, as 
we look about, and to our dismay, that while we were concen
trating on this particular problem, some individual or family 
in the church has become careless and cold and indifferent. 
A new member is added to the rolls and at the same time 
others have drifted. What joy there is in winning a soul for 
Christ! But how much more joy there would be if, while this 
is taking place, others were not drifting. 

The Way People Leave 
"Drifting" is the word which describes the process by which 

most people leave the church. They did not decide that on such 
a day at such an hour they would sever connections with the 
church. No, Satan is more subtle than that. He guides most of 
them along a carefully planned route of slow and gradual 
deterioration. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away 
from them," urged the writer of Hebrews (Heb. 2:1). It is 
very plain that drifting was a great problem of the first cen
tury; it is no less a problem of the twentieth. 

How It Happens 
A person who drifts does not intend to drift. When he first 

obeys the gospel, his heart is overflowing with joy and he is 
fervent in spirit. He attends all meetings of the church, reads 
the Bible often, prays often, visits the sick, tries to get others 
interested. But one day he misses Bible school-just once. And 
his conscience hurts. But the second time he misses, his con
science doesn't bother him quite as much as it did the first 
time. Eventually, he leaves off the Bible School entirely. The 
next thing is the Wednesday night service. Then Sunday night 
service. He comes to the point when the only thing left in his 
schedule is the Sunday morning service. But, be assured of 
the fact that, in time, he will begin missing that. Drifting will 
continue unless it is checked. Therefore we need to give the 
more earnest heed "lest we drift." It has often been observed 
that man cannot be stationary-he will either go upward 
or downward. If he is not making progress in the Christian 
life, he is certain to drift in the opposite direction. 

Often Unnoticed 
While drifting is in progress, it is often imperceptible to 

the one doing the drifting. A man becomes an alcoholic while 
assuring himself that everything is under control. A man be
comes a drug addict while telling himself he can drop the habit 
any day. One day he wakes up to the fact that he is in the 
thralldom of bondage. He cannot name the day or the hour 
when he became a slave. The process was gradual, and, to him, 
imperceptible while it was occurring. That is the way it is with 
drifting from our first love in Christianity. Drifting is gradual. 
One who is drifting will, at various stages, assure hmself and 
others that he is not leaving Christ. One day he wakes up 
to the fact that prayer has lost its meaning, that reading the 
Bible no longer fascinates him, that he no longer looks forward 
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to engaging in worship with other Christians. He cannot name 
the hour it happened. It was gradual and unnoticed by him 
while it was in progress. 

Disastrous Results 
Drifting always takes a person in the wrong direction, never 

in the right direction. If you are drifting, be assured that it 
is not toward God, but farther and farther away from him. 
To go upstream requires effort. Drifting downstream requires 
none. Human beings ordinarily have a weakness that inclines 
them to the easy way of doing things. We are always looking 
for an easier way to do a certain task. Since drifting is so 
easy, it is appealing. A person can drift without moving a 
muscle, without speaking a word, without taking a step. He 
can drift by just remaining still. It is not necessary that he be 
terribly and maliciously evil. It is not necessary that he com
mit an atrocious sin. Just careless neglect is all that is 
necessary. 

In addition to taking a person away from God and into 
condemnation, drifting hurts others. A ship adrift is a menace 
to other ships afloat. The outsider often judges the entire 
church by one indifferent, drifting, member whom he observes. 
Non Christians are often turned against the church by the 
carelessness they observe in those who profess to be representa
tive of the church. 

Parents should stop and think about this matter. If they 
are neglecting Christ and the church, they cannot truthfully 
say that it's nobody's business. Their children see them and 
they are influenced by the actions of their parents. Children of 
drifting parents are not favorably impressed with the im
portance of Christ, the Bible, and the church. These children 
grow up in an atmosphere of neglect and indifference. They 
have the tendency to become like that with which they are 
surrounded. Yes, it is the business of others if you are drifting. 

Let Us All Give Heed 
Let us give the more earnest heed, lest we drift. Others have 

drifted and they were as strong as you and I. Yes, we can drift 
and we shall unless we give more earnest heed. 

Also, let us give more earnest heed to the prevention of the 
drifting of our brothers and sisters. We can prevent much of 
the drifting about us if we speak a word in season. 

The New Testament teaches us that God keeps us (Jude 24); 
it teaches that we keep ourselves (Jude 21). And it teaches that 
we keep one another (Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25). "Am I my 
brother's keeper?" In the long ago Cain asked this question 
when he was confronted by God as to where his brother was. 
God, throughout the Bible, answers with a resounding yes. We 
are our brother's keeper. There are those within the sphere of 
the influence of each of us who are very likely to drift unless 
we take a special interest in them. 

We need to study about and pray about this problem. We 
need to give more attention to what can be done by the rest 
of us to rescue those who have already drifted. We need to give 
more thought to preventive measures. We need to think and 
pray much about what we can do to halt the dropout rate that 
has already reached such alarming proportions. 

Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 
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CHESTER ESTES 

"Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it." All the effort to build or run the church, when God 
is left out, will be in vain. Success comes in building the church 
only when we "lift up our eyes unto the hills, from whence 
our help comes." Certainly God himself must run the church. 
When Paul returned from his first "evangelistic campaign" he 
gathered the church together at Antioch and reported "all 
things God had done by them, and how that he had opened a 
door of faith to the Gentiles" (Acts 14:22). And, again, "He 
related one by one the things God did among the Gentiles 
by his ministry. And when they heard it they glorified God" 
(Acts 21:19, 20). Many people have the wrong idea about how, 
and by whom, the church should be run. Paul did not glorify 
himself, nor did the people-they simply let God run the 
church, and gave the glory to him. 

Some seem to think that the church should be run by the 
congregation-by the majority rule, or popular vote. The church 
is not to be run by either a majority or a minority. I suppose 
that a minority rule would be as acceptable as a majority 
rule, but neither is acceptable to God. 

The church is not to be run by the preacher, whom some 
call "the minister." His mission is to preach the gospel or 
evangelize, to "rectify things left unfinished" and "appoint 
elders" in the congregation "in every city" (Titus 1 :5) (TVB). 
The preacher is no "officer" heading up the congregation of 
God's people as a business executive of some organization. When 
the New Testament is truly translated there is no mention 
of "offices," "officers," and "organizations." When we are 
"at one" with God we are "at one" with every member who is 
"at one" with God. I have worked with several congregations 
over the period of nearly fifty-eight years I have been preach
ing the gospel, but at none of the places did we have "an office" 
or "officers." To "install" a preacher in an office to preside 
over a congregation is not God's way to run the church. 

The church is not run by some one man in the congregation. 
"I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first 
among them does not receive us. For this cause, when I come, 
I will remember his works which he does, prating against us 
with evil words. And, not being satisfied with these things, he 
does not even receive brethren, and he forbids those who 
would receive them, and casts them out of the church (3 
John 9, 10). (TVB). Some think this self-appointed Diotrephes 
was a member of the church at Corinth. Anyway, his tribe has 
not decreased. Think of the churches which have been de
stroyed by the "one-man-rule" I 

The church is not run by some woman, or by the women 
of the church. Just as there might be a Diotrephes in the church 
there might also be a Jezebel in the church. Oftentimes the 
Diotrephes in the church may himself be run by a J ezebel. 
I suppose a Jezebel has the same right to run the church as a 
Diotrephes. As workshops, conventions and rallies are being 
advertised to be conducted for the purpose of setting the pace 
for the churches, it seems that more and more we see women 
listed as participants, and sometimes perhaps they are speakers 

at such conventions. There seems to be a burning desire on 
the part of some women in the church to "head up" something 
in the work of the church. 

Some seem to think that the church should be run by the 
young people in the church. Young people should be encour
aged in the work of the church, but the church is not to be run 
by them. Paul, in writing to a young preacher, said, "Let no one 
despise your youth, but be a pattern to the believers in speech, 
in behavior, in love, in belief in purity ...• Give yourself to 
reading, to the exhortation, to teaching" (1 Tim 4:12, 13) ). 
( TVB). People are simply "playing church" when they tum the 
entire' services and work of the church over to the young people. 

Is the church to be patterned after some large church, or 
after the ten or fifteen largest churches in the world? No! 
Is it to be patterned after the churches with the largest con
tributions? No! Is the church to be patterned after the most 
popular church in the community? No! Is the church to be run 
according to the doctrines, policies and politics of religious 
publications? No! Is the church to be run by certain schools 
and colleges? No! 

When God runs the church all will follow the New Testament 
pattern in teaching, in doctrine, in worship and in practice. 
Congregations will be established by the preaching of the gospel 
of Christ. Such congregations will grow and develop 
as they feed upon the word of God, exercise themselves in 
Godliness, and keep themselves free from the satanic environ
ment of the wo:dd. Scriptural overseers, or elders, meeting the 
qualifications laid down in the New Testament will be appointed 
by qualified evangelists who know the qualifications of God. 
Other things lacking, such as setting forth the qualifications 
of deacons to assist the bishops will be accomplished. Neither 
elders or deacons will be bosses, but will be servants of God 
and of the congregation (See qualifications: 1 Tim. 3:1; Titus 
1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28). Special servants in the church 
are in no manner legislators or business executives. They are 
teachers of the word of God and examples before the flock. 
They have all the qualifications of elders before they are 
appointed as they have after they are appointed. Otherwise, 
they should never be "appointed." Paul did not tell Titus to 
qualify elders by appointing them. Qualified elders are to 
serve only in the congregation of which they are members. 
Such will want to serve in no other. 

When God runs the church the worship will be pure, and 
will not be perverted by the introduction of the doctrines and 
practices of men. 

When God run the church it will become the hub. of interest, 
practice and comfort of every member. It will edify or build 
itself up in the most holy faith, and will, indeed, become "a city 
set on a hill." It will then be "letting" its light shine and radiate 
into the darkest places on the globe, instead of trying to "make" 
its light shine by some artificial means. 

If God does not run the church, the devil does. There are not 
two masters (Jas. 4:17; 1:13,17; John 3:10). 

502 West Michigan Avenue, Muscle Shoals, Alabama 35660 
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Universal Covenants? 
JAMES D. BALES 

There are some who assume that God 
made a universal covenant with Adam, 
this covenant with Adam was for all 
mankind, the Jews entered under an ex
clusive covenant under Moses, but the 
rest of mankind continued under the uni
versal covenant until it was taken away 
at the cross of Christ. This universal 
covenant, and the exclusive covenant with 
Israel, then gave way to the universal 
covenant of Christ. 

Universal Covenant With Adam 
Was there a universal covenant which 

began with Adam and continued until the 
cross abolished it? Who will give us the 
time when it was made, and the charac
teristics of the covenant, which God made 
with Adam and which continued until the 
cross? 

First, was it the covenant in Eden be
fore the fall ? Although not called a 
covenant, God had some agreement with 
Adam and Eve. They were to be fruitful, 
subdue the earth, have dominion over the 
living creatures (Genesis 1 :28) , till the 
ground and keep the garden (2 :5, 8, 10, 
15), have access to all the trees of the 
garden including the tree of life (2:16), 
be forbidden to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (2:17), be 
under a marriage union which was per
manent without being broken by divorce 
or death (2:18, 21-25), be under God's 
authority. God spoke to them persona:lly 
and directly (2 :16-17) , there was no 
provision for a priesthood, and there 
were no sin-offerings and sacrifices for 
there was no sin. This covenant, I assume, 
would have continued until now if Adam 
and Eve had not sinned. They sinned, 
this covenant was broken and no man 
ever came under this covenant again. God 
never renewed it. This, then, cannot be the 
universal covenant which continued until 
the cross. 

Second, although not called a covenant, 
God had an arrangement with Adam and 
Eve after the fall. They were now subject 
to death (3:1-13), expelled from the gar
den of Eden (3:24), cut off from the tree 
of life and to it they could not return (3: 
22-23), and some sort of sacrificial sys
tem was instituted (Hebrews 11:4). It 
did not include the law of a life for a life, 
which was later included in another cov
enant (Genesis 9:4-6), for God protected 
Cain from death after his murder of 
Abel, and pronounced sevenfold vengeance 
on anyone who did kill him (4:8-15). 
There is no reference to civil government 
being ordail1ed at this time. If it did ex
ist, it was prohibited from using the sword 
of justice on Cain, a murderer. Romans 
13:1-5 was certainly not binding at this 
time. God continued to speak directly to 
man. Although man was fallen, his basic 
human nature was not destroyed for he 
was still in God's image (9:6). There were 
some things about man which came not 
by covenant but by the nature with which 
God created man when he created man in 
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his own image. These things would not 
pass away with a change of covenants, 
although man was under the sentence of 
death and cut off from the tree of life 
in order to insure that the death penalty 
would finally be carried out with the 
death of man. 

Third, God later made his covenant 
with Noah (6:18; 7:1). When Noah came 
out of the ark he was told to be fruitful 
(9:1, 7), he was given at least some do
minion over the living, non-human creation 
although the dread of the beasts of man 
is mentioned (9:2; 1 :28), it was speci
fied than man could eat every moving 
thing (9:3) although this was not speci
fied in Eden (1:29). They were not to eat 
blood (9:4), beasts that killed men were 
to be killed (9:5) as was man (9:6), and 
sacrifices are mentioned (8:20-21; 7:2). 
As the Annual Lesson Commentary of the 
Gospel Advocate for 1966 said concern
ing Genesis 9:8-11: "The old order had 
been completely destroyed, and a new 
beginning was being made" (58; 1959, p. 
40). This was not a continuation of any 
covenant God had made with Adam. 

Fourth, Genesis 8:21-22 and 9:8-17 set 
forth a covenant with man and with 
every living thing, a unilateral covenant, 
which will never be abolished, although 
the earth will be destroyed by fire (2 
Peter 3: 8-14). Of course, with the aboli
tion of the earth by fire there will be 
no need for a promise not to destroy it 
by water. 

Fifth, Abraham received no authority 
or priesthood from his idolatrous father 
(Joshua 24:1-4, 14), but received a direct 
call from God who made more than one 
covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-9; 
17:1-4). From Abraham there is a line 
until the days of Moses when the law was 
added to the promise, although it did not 
fulfill or void the promise (Gal. 3:15-29). 

It is obvious that by the time of Abra
ham, the marriage law which had been in 
force in Eden before the fall was no 
longer in force. (1) Abraham had more 
than one wife '(Genesis 16:3-4). Sarai sent 
Hagar away when she conceived and de
spised Sarai, and God sent her back to 
Abraham and Sarai (18:5-6). (2) Abra
ham in effect divorced Hagar in sending 
her away (21:8-21). (3) Abraham mar
ried after Sarah's death (23:1-2; 25:1). 
The Edenic marriage law made no pro
vision for divorce, or for remarriage in 
the case of divorce or death. (4) Abraham 
also died while he still had concubines 
who were in effect wives. He sent away 
their sons, but not them (25:6-8). Through 
Pharaoh (12:14-20) and Abimelech (20: 
1-10) Abraham was rebuked for his lies 
about Sarah, but he was never rebuked 
for the marriage law by which he lived. 
If God had not accepted, or at least toler
ated, these things, Abraham was lost 
for he had concubines until the very end 
and never repented of the type of mar
riage relationships which he had. He was 

not lost, for he obeyed God's voice (22: 
18) and will be in heaven along with 
Isaac and Jacob (Matthew 8:11). 

It is obvious Abraham was not under 
a covenant made with Adam either be
fore or after the fall. 

Sixth, Melchisedek, who was both king 
and priest, must have been in covenant 
relationship with God (Genesis 14:18-20). 
However, we know nothing of any pred
ecessors if he had any, or any successors 
if he had any. He was not in an Adamic 
covenant for Adam was never king and 
priest before the fall, and he was not a 
king after the fall. Certainly one cannot 
trace a patriarchal covenant with Adam 
through Melchisedek, nor through any
one else, until the cross. 

Seventh, there is no trace of a univer
sal covenant, made with Adam, in the 
New Testament. Instead, we find the Gen
tiles had been left to walk in their own 
ways though not with a witness of God 
,(Acts 14:15-18), they were in times of 
ignorance (17:30), and without revealed 
and written law from God but were under 
the work of the law written in the heart 
and the truth about God they could dis
cern from the creation (Romans 1 :18; 2: 
15). 

Universal Lord, Universal Covenant 
It may be asked: Was not God univer

sal Lord in the past and is he not uni
versal Lord today? Yes. First, " .•. the 
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will ... the heavens do rule" (Daniel 4: 
25-26). Second, when Paul preached in 
Athens, and today and tomorrow and for
ever, God had "made the world and all 
things therein, he, being Lord of heaven 
and earth ... " (Acts 17:24). 

However, the universal Lordship of God 
does not mean that he ruled over all men 
in the past through a covenant and that 
he rules over all men today through his 
new covenant. First, God's covenant 
through Moses was with Israel (Deuteron
omy 5 :1-3), and not with the other na
tions of the earth ( 4:6-8). "He showed 
his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his 
ordinances unto Israel. He hath not dealt 
so with any nation; and as for his ordi
nances, they have not known them. Praise 
ye Jehovah" (Psalm 147:18-20). Second, 
as surely as God made his old covenant 
with physical Israel, just so he has made 
his new covenant with spiritual Judah 
and Israel in fulfillment of Jeremiah's 
prophecy (Jer. 31 :31-34); Hebrews 8:5-
13). The church is God's new nation 
(Matthew 24:43), and the true circum
cision but physical Israel is just the cut
ting (Philippians 3 :2-3). All nations are 
invited into the new covenant, but it is 
made not with all the nations of men but 
with the one new nation which has ac
cepted Christ by faith (Matt. 21:43; 1 
Peter 2: 5, 9). The kingdom or covenant 
was given to but one nation. The universal 
Lordship of Jesus Christ no more proves 
that God and Christ rule all men through 
the new covenant than the universal Lord
ship of God proved that in the time of 
the old covenant God ruled all nations 
through the old covenant. Christ is Lord 

(Continued on page 11) 
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As doors open for religious discussion 
and st udy with a Muslim, one will do well 
to remember that many bridges need to 
be built. His basis for faith is different 
than that of the Chris tia n. The Muslim has 
generally not taken t he Qur'an and s tudied 
it and after serious thought decided to 
be a Muslim on the basis of that study. 
He is a Musl im because he was born such. 
Also, his whole way of l ife, family struc
ture, learning pa tterns, a nd thought 
processes a re usually different. H is alle
giance is to Muhammad a nd Is lamic cul
t ure-be it right or wrong . Evidences of 
incons istencies or contradictions are no 
threat to his fai th. But, we still should 
not give up or see this as an impossible 
challenge. 

I believe in the power of God and h is 
word, and know it can penetrate this 
seeming barrier provided we use ourselves 
as his servants to the fullest extent. If, 
through thoughtful responses to the ques
t ions the Muslim ra ises, as discussed in 
this series, we a re able to develop a rela 
tionship with the Muslim, then through 
word and deed we should make every ef
fort to reveal to him God's plan of Te
deeming man through Christ. Because we 
are crossing cultures in this effort t o 
teach Muslims, we, like P aul, would need 
in some way to ident ify wit h the Muslim. 
When we, as westerners, speak to the 
Muslim, as an easterner, it would be help
ful to know some of the cultural f actors 
that might influence the communication 
process. Since t he Muslim world is made 
up of some 3,500 ethnic groups, it would 
be impossible to identify cultural aspects 
that would apply to every Muslim one 
may meet in the U ni ted States. The larg
est ethnic g roup in I slam are Arabs 
(about 20o/r ) and it is to this g t·oup that 
the following cultural observations are 
made. 

Cross-Cultural Communication 
One thing that plagues relig ious dis

cussions, even within our own cul ture, is 
the problem of adequately communicating 
and being understood as intended. Any 
cross-cult ural communication experience is 
frustrating but it should not cause us 
to discontinue our efforts to proclaim t he 
Gospel. F irst, we need to be sure the Mus
lim clearly understands our religious 
terminology, s ince English may not be his 
first language. This problem was well 
illustrated la tely in a counsel ing session 
I had with a Muslim Arab married to an 
American Christian. In every sentence, 
there were words they understood dif
ferently. 

There is also the problem of non-verbal 
communication. You may think an Arab 
is excited, angry, or affectionate from his 
manner of speaking when in fact he is not. 
On the other hand, he may t hink you are 
calm and serene when you are reaJiy mild
ly upset or a nnoyed. If one were to draw 
a bi-polar scale with understatement on 
one end overstatement on the other, t he 
Arabs would tend to be situated more 
toward the latter and the Americans to
ward the former. Protho, a p rofessor at 
the American University of Beirut, found 
t hat statements which seem to an Ameri
can to be strongly favorable or unfavor-

Islam 
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able seem to Arabs to be more neutral. 
And, a statement which seems to be a 
fit·m assertion to the American may sound 
weak and even doubtful to the Arab. Thus, 
if t he Arab tends to exaggerate, in order 
to be clearly understood, any statement 
which is merely a matter-of-fact will be 
taken to imply the contrary. In terms of 
evangelism, t his exaggeration could be 
very annoying unless we understand its 
cul tural context. Also, we need not to be 
afraid to show some excitement about 
t he g race of God or the s tory of Christ. 
It is Good News and worthy of excitement! 

Building Bridges 
Since there are a n estimated two mil

lion Arabs in the U.S.A., half of whom 
a re Muslim, the church has a great op
portunity to introduce many of them to 
Christ. Most go to the Sta tes seeking a 
new life. We have the freedom to teach 
them, there is no need to learn another 
language, and they have a g reat sense of 
ft·eedom to listen and Jearn. An Arabic 
proverb says, "In a country where nobody 
knows you, you can do as you wish." 

Maybe you have met a Muslim on a 
university campus, at a r estaurant work
ing h is way through school, or in your 
neighborhood. If you were able to discuss 
religion with him, he has pt·obably asked 
some of the questions mentioned previous
ly in this series. Should you pass the test 
in your response a nd develop a good rela
tionship with him, the following a re sug-

gestions in further teaching h im about 
Christ. 

1. Invite a Muslim into your home. As 
guests in their homes, we have r eceived 
very warm hospitality a nd would hope 
they receive the same in our land. Their 
needs a re great a nd Chris tians could be of 
service to t hem. In a survey made in 1970, 
at the Univers ity of North Carolina, 25 
areas of diff icul ty were listed in a study 
of the impact of sociocult ural factor s on 
62 Middle Eastern students. In order of 
severity t he top ten items were academic 
problems, social withdrawal, study prob
lems, f inancial problems, sadness, put
ting off work, inability to sleep well, 
sexual problems, inability to concentra te, 
a nd lack of confidence. Naturally, t hey 
would not openly express this to anyone, 
but our hospi tality and "adoption" could 
help them cope with these problems and 
see how life in Christ is much different. 
Give them the opportunity to see the 
Chris tian fam ily. This is one area where 
Chris tianity speaks to the heart of the 
Muslim, An Arab from Tunis wrote in a 
Damascus local magazine a f ew years 
ago: 

I s ther e a ny Arab who can claim t hat 
his family or his environment ever 
wanted him, loved him, or recognized 
him as a person in his own right? No. 
He 1(the father) does not beget us for 
our own sake but for his own. I t isn't 
we who are g iven life but he who needs 
to justify his. 

T he Muslim father t ends to keep himself 
a loof and out of his children's reach. The 
father-chi ld and husband-wife r elation
ship in the Christian family can have a 
tremendous influence on the Muslim. If 
only Christians would open their homes 
and use them to the glory of God. 

2. Approach the Muslim as a s tudent of 
I s lam and its culture. Find out what he
the Muslim-believes about I slam. Ask 
him questions as well. Find out why he 
believes wha t he believes. Have a copy 
of the Qur'an available at home. Read it. 
Treat it with r espect, however , as we 
would l ike him to t reat the Bible. To h im, 
it is wrong to write in the Qur'an, so i t 
would be best to make your notations on 
separate paper. 

3. Study the Gospel of John. Theolog
ically, I slam rejects history as a means 
of God revealing himself to man. To the 
Muslim, God would not stoop so low as to 
become involved in hist ory . H e remains dis
tant a nd aloof (like a Muslim father) . 
Yet, for us, the very basis of our faith 
is in God revealing himself in history 
through J esus Christ. His death, burial, 
a nd resurrection were historical events 
and important elements in God's revela
tion to man. Since John presents more of 
the teachings and words of Christ than a 
historical narmtive in his Gospel, it has 
been a much better star ting place with 
t he Muslim. Read it together with him. 

Conclus ion 
I would not advocate sending a con

verted Muslim from the Middle East to 
the United States for religious t raining 
and then expect him to return to teach his 
own people. He will become too western-

(Continued on page 12) 
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li'or Teens by a Teen: 

Listen to Them-
They Know What They're 
Talking About 

DANA EUBANKS 

(Note: Dana is 16, and this is for 
young people) 

As we come to the teenage years, 
from somewhere comes the idea that sud
den wisdom is given to us. We know 
everything-we need no help from anyone 
else. I, along with other teenagers, have 
thought this many times. But finally I 
realize that that is not so. 

Even now we look back and see that 
a lot of things our parents told us when 
we were small was for our own good and 
that they were right. We could not un
derstand why Mommy would not let us 
help her cook dinner, and why we could 
not touch the red eye on the stove. Neither 
could we understand why Daddy would 
not let us help him saw wood or mow 
the yard. We thought they did not know 
what they were talking about and we 
could not understand, but we do now. 

Often we use the excuse that the world 
we teenagers live in today is more mod
ern and does not have the same kind of 
problems as when our parents were teen
agers. That is a bad excuse. Even as far 
back as Biblical times they had the same 
problems as we do today. In Proverbs, 
there are mentioned several things that 
are common of twentieth century teen
agers. Proverbs was written to give the 
young man knowledge and discretion. 
Proverbs 3 :7 says, "Be not wise in thine 
own eyes." This is referring to conceit. 
How often have we made the statement, 
"She is so conceited."? In chapter 20 
Solomon talks of wine as a mocker, strong 
drink is raging and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise. If the same problems 
are present today as in Biblical times, the 
excuse that "times have changed" is a 
bad one. 

Experience is the best teacher-a quote 
heard by us ever since we can remember. 
Even we ourselves have found that out 
as short a time as we have lived. We 
know that after you ride a bike for sev
eral years that you will get better at it. 
Any thing that you have done before, 
you are better prepared for it the next 
time. But we seem to ignore that fact 
when it comes to listening to our parents. 
Somehow we think that they just do not 
know. Compare it to taking a plane ride. 
You have never ridden a plane before 
and you talk to several people. One friend 
of yours has ridden a plane before, the 
other one has not. They both give you 
advice about what to take, how you 
should feel, etc. Who are you most likely 
to listen to? Obviously, the one who has 
ridden a plane before. Life is like a plane 
ride. Our parents have ridden the plane 
of life before; our friends have not. But 
still we seem to think our friends know 
more about it when they have not even 
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experienced life. Parents are our most 
reliable source of help. 

Another excuse is "They do not under
stand." We seem to blame the problems 
of parent-teenager relationships all on the 
parents. They are not magical wizards 
with the capability of reading minds. 
They cannot deal with our problems when 
they have no idea what our problems are. 
The teenager has some responsibility, 
too. In order to get advice and comfort 
we must tell what it is that we need ad
vice for and why we need comforting. A 
lot of times parents do not understand 
teenagers because they do not know what 
to understand. "Seek and ye shall find" 
is a good rule for us to remember. 

When parents do give us advice, we 
need to sit down and think about it
really think. Look at all the aspects of 
what they are saying. Too many times 
we think about what good their advice is 
doing us now. We not only need to see 
what good it is doing us now, but later 
on in life as well. They are like guides, 
showing us where to go so we will not 
stumble. Later on in life would not it be 
better to be able to tell about the happy 
times you had as a teenager or do you 
want to live with the sins you committed 
for the rest of your life? A lot of times 
those sins can have permanent affects 
even though God has forgiven them. For 
instance, smoking causing cancer, drink
ing deteriorating your body or driving 
too fast, wrecking, and then permanent 
damage to your body. Therefore, it is 
important that we think carefully about 
what parents tell us. 

The Bible clearly points out that we 
are to respect, honor, and listen to our 
parents. Proverbs 15:20 says, "A wise 
son maketh a glad father: but a foolish 
man despiseth his mother." "A foolish son 
is a grief to his father and bitterness to 
her that bare him." Proverbs 17:25. None 
of us want to make our parents ashamed 
of us, but we do if we do not honor them. 
One of the ten commandments tells us 
to "Honor thy father and thy mother that 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee." -Exodus 

(Continued on page 11) 

Delta Flight 1029 
JERRY L. CANTRELL 

Recently I was flying from Orlando to 
Montgomery via Delta Air Lines. I had 
securely fastened myself in and was about 
to get comfortable with a book when this 
soft, but cheerful voice broke the silence. 
"Welcome aboard Delta Flight 1029 from 
Orlando, Florida to Atlanta, Georgia." 
After a few other friendly comments we 
were introduced to the crew and asked to 
pay close attention to the following safety 
instructions. We were told how to fasten 
our safety belts, what would happen if we 
lost our cabin pressure, how to secure the 
oxygen, and if we were forced to set down 
in water that the bottom cushion could be 
used for floation. I must admit, I was not 
too interested. For the most part no one 
was listening. They were either reading a 

Denominationalizing the 
Church EARL TRIMBLE 

How can we be consistent in saying 
denominational people are being unfair in 
referring to the Lord's church as a ~e
nomination when the speech we use Im
plies that it is? The word denomination 
comes from the same root word as de
nominator- that which divides the whole 
into equal parts. 

If we are Church of Christ people and 
members of the Church of Christ, we are 
not denominational as are the Baptists 
people who are members of the Baptist 
Church, or the Methodist people who are 
members of the Methodist Church, etc. 
Let us be pure in speech and not speak 
of Gospel preachers as Church of Christ 
preachers, or of our Bible chairs as a 
Church of Christ Bible Chair or Church 
of Christ this and Church of Christ that. 

It might seem at first thought that we 
are nit-picking and splitting straws. De
nominational people claim we are split
ting straws over baptism, use of the musi
cal instrument in worship and over other 
fundamental truths. We are convinced 
that a denominational concept of the 
church such as is being developed among 
us could be fraught with grave conse
quences indeed. 

We realize that from a legal standpoint 
our society pressures the church to be 
identified by some legal designation. De
nominational people also want to consider 
the phrase church of Christ as the name 
of the church in an effort to justify their 
naming (denominating) of their faith. 
But in the language of Romans 12 :2a 
"don't let the world around you squeeze 
you into its own mold" (Phillips). At 
least let us not speak, or write, of our
selves and to ourselves in such a way 
as to develop a denominational concept of 
the Lord's church. 
Eastwood Church of Christ, 10104 Album, 
El Paso, Texas 79925 

book, magazine, involved in conversation, 
or in the case of some, just sleeping. I am 
sure there were several reasons for this. 
One, I am sure it was not the first time 
for many of these to fly and they had 
heard the speech before. Two, I am sure 
no one really believed they would ever be 
needing these instructions. There was al
most total unconcern for such vital and 
important instructions. As I continued to 
view the proceedings, I became convinced 
that the problem was nobody believed they 
were ever going to need these instructions. 

What would have happened if there 
was a real emergency? How would these 
same people have reacted? How interested 
would they have been in these instruc
tions? I believe that each of us would 
have hung on every spoken word and 
would have been eager for more instruc
tions. There would have been no thoughts 
of business, international affairs, time of 
flying or such other thoughts that nor
mally pass through our minds. We would 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

World Bible School is one way of teaching that is having 
worldwide influence. It is converting thousands, starting 
churches, and employing the talent of thousands of teachers 

who ot.herwise would never have a chance to teach someone 
:tbout Jesus. Send all articles for "Tips for Teachers" to me. 
-Leonard )fullens, Box 3927, Corpus Christi, TX 78404. 

World Bible School in Nigeria 
TEX WILLIAMS 

For the past several months I have been involved in research 
and discussion concerning World Bible School follow-up in Ni
geria. The opportunities are astronomical. The assignment of 
doing a good job on follow-up is just as enormous. It is taking 
time to get a comprehensive view of what has been done and 
how to approach future follow-up programs. We have spoken 
to a number of missionaries who have worked in Nigeria and 
have received letters and phone calls from interested people 
all over America. 

At this moment we are beginning to formulate some ideas 
that we hope will prove effective in the following up of so 
many students of World Bible School. We have tried to "hurry, 
slowly." We want to get the job done as quickly as possible, but 
we want to do it right as we go. 

Follow-up Already Begun 

Follow-up work in Nigeria has already begun through World 
Mission Information Bank directed by Lynn Yocum and under 
the elders of the Webb Chapel Church in Dallas, Texas. In 
their publication, MISSIONGRAM, July-August, 1979, these 
brethren have done an excellent job defining Nigeria, its needs, 
and the opportunities afforded World Bible School there. They 
have also set up a listing of key Nigerian men with their names 
and addresses to whom World Bible School teachers may send 
the names and addresses of students who request baptism or 
some kind of personal contact. If you have not received a copy 
of this paper, write for it at World Missions Information Bank, 
13425 Webb Chapel Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. We will be 
working with those brethren to update this list and it will be 
printed periodically. It is essential that Nigerians do as much 
of follow-up work as possible. If you are a teacher of a student 
in Nigeria who requests baptism or personal contact, send his 
name and address to the key contact man of church nearest 
to your student. This is the first thing that you must do for 
follow-up. 

Sunset's Part In Follow-up 

Much of what we at Sunset will be doing in this follow-up 
work is still in the planning stages, but here are some basic 
things that are underway. 

First of all, we will start contacting churches and preachers 
in Nigeria to get their interest and cooperation in the follow-up 
work. It is essential that these brethren be informed and in
cluded in all plans. The church has been in Nigeria for 30 
years, and many congregations are capable of doing great things 

in this program. Also, nationalism is now very strong in inde
pendent African nations such as Nigeria and so it is important 
ethically as well as logically to make sure that we work with 
the full approval and knowledge and cooperation of Nigerian 
churches. Contact with these brethren will be made by mail and 
personally through trips over to Nigeria. 

Secondly, we have already begun to catalog by states, the 
names and addresses of all students who have finished at 
least one Bible Correspondence Course. Later they will be cate
gorized into smaller areas such as cities, towns, and population 
districts. We hope to turn these over to local Nigerian churches 
to make the contacts. However, it is also planned to send mis
sion teams to these areas to preach, teach, and aid the local 
churches in making contact with the Bible student. The Ameri
can teams will be there on a short term basis-probably 4-6 
weeks. This will be possible only if the Nigerian government 
will allow teams to come in and out on such preaching excur
sions. 

Thirdly, we hope to promote full and part-time missionaries 
going into the country. This again will depend on what the 
Nigerian government will allow. It seems necessary to have 
some men in Nigeria to keep in contact with what is happen
ing on a continuing basis. 

Two men are now interested in part-time work in Nigeria. 
Brother Ralph Perry, former missionary to Nigeria, is plan
ing to work part-time in Nigeria and part-time in North 
America. He wants to make periodic forays into Nigeria, 
making contacts, preaching, and informing Nigerian churches 
and preachers about World Bible School and the contacts they 
can make. His work will grow as time goes by. Brother Perry 
needs support. Let us know if you can help. Brother Wendell 
Broom, Professor of Missions at Abilene Christian University 
and a former missionary to Nigeria, plans to spend one year in 
Nigeria beginning in August, 1980. He and his wife will live 
in the country and conduct church growth studies and seek to 
tie the results of his research to World Bible School follow-up. 
He also needs support for 1 year. 

This does not exhaust plans for Nigeria, but it does update 
in a limited way what is being done at the present time. Keep 
this work in your prayers. We are hoping to accomplish God's 
work and his plans in this white field. 

3723-34th St., Lubbock, Tex. 79410 
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5th ANNUAL TEACHERS OF MISSIONS 
WORKSHOP SLATED IN IRVING 

FEBRUARY 
The 5th Annual Teachers of Missions 

Workshop, hosted each year on the week
end following the ACU Lectureship, is 
scheduled at the Holiday Inn South, near 
the DFW Airport, according to George 
Gurganus, Head of the Missions Depart
ment of Abilene Christian University. 

Scheduled prlmarily for personnel of 
college and schools of preaching Missions 
teachers, the gathering had drawn a larger 
crowd of deeply interested people each 
year since its beginning. 

The session begins at 1 p.m. on Friday 
and ends at noon on Saturday. Those con
tributing to this year's program are Bob 
Carpenter, Gary Walker, George Gurganus, 
Phil Slate, Carl Mitchell, Dan Morgan, 
Keith Mitchell, and eight outstanding re
source people from eight areas of the 
world in which the church is actively 
evangelizing. For further information, 
write George Gurganus, Sta. ACU, Box 
7939, Abilene, Texas 79699. 

Note to subscribers: Please give you:t 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

800 BIGHSCHOOLERS GATHER 
AT PEPPERDINE 

Over 800 high school youth were present 
for the 9th annual· Thanksgiving Youth 
Festival held on the Malibu campus of 
Pepperdine University November 23-25, 
1979. It was the second largest gathering 
of our Church youth in the history of the 
Western states. Young people from 77 
congregations in California and one in 
Arizona were represented. Featured 
speakers on the theme, "To Love And To 
Cherish," were Carl Cope, Central church 
in Miami, Florida; Murry Isaac, College 
congregation in Fresno, California; Tim 
Lewis, MacArthur church in Irving, Texas; 
and Jerry Rushford, University congre
gation in Malibu, California. 

Eastern States Evangelism Workshop 
Announces New Date in 1980 

The Eastern States Evangelism Work
shop series to strengthen evangelism in 
the local church is scheduled for June 19-
22 on the University of Richmond Campus. 

Speakers include: Richard Rogers, 
Neale Pryor, Mrs. Norvel Young, Cline 

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law .book" tan buckram, .the 1979 bound volu,me of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of w.hat happened and what was 
lVritten durin.g the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get 
yours while they are a.VIaila!ble. Price $10~00 

A If~ volumes for 1975 and 1978 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '78'76'7 

For less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$ 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

1. 00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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Paden, Gordon Ferguson, Nick Young 
and Larry West. 
Brethren needing additional information 

should write to P.O. Box 222, Colonial 
Heights, Virginia 23834. 

DEVOTIONAL 
BOOilS 

for your Bible Classes 
Also ideal for gifts, devotional 
guides and personal inspiration. 

BY 0. H. TABOR 

The Deeper Life 
Fruitful Living 
Springs of Faith 
Fountains of Love 
Hills of Hope 
Beams of Light 

$2 Each 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tx 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A practical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in develop
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office and staff, 
buildin~ maintenance, counseling, 
P"!rchastng, sele~ing elders! organ
tzmg and managmg an active pro
gram-it's all here. Written l:iy a 
man with many years experience as 
Dean of a college and an elder in 
the church. 

Order from 
FffiM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 
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UNIVERSAL COVENANTS? 

(Continued from page 6) 
of angels and of disembodied spirits but 
this does not prove he rules them through 
the terms of the new covenant will (Acts 
10:36; Ephesians 1:21; Hebrews 1:6-
14). 

In one sense all belongs to the Lord, 
but in another sense only those who are 
baptized into Christ are the Lord's. If 
everyone was already the Lord's, why 
are believing penitents baptized into the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28 :19)? To be 
baptized into their name is to be baptized 
into their possession. It marks the en
trance into a new relationship to God, the 
Spirit, and Christ. One belongs to the one 
into whose name one is baptized. The 
reasons that Corinthians should not be of 
Paul are that Christ is not divided, Paul 
was not crucified for them, and they 
were not baptized into the name of Paul 
(1 Corinthians 1:14, 13). If Paul had been 
crucified for them, and if they had been 
baptized into his name, they would have 
belonged to him. He would have pur
chased them by his blood, and they would 
have come into his possession by being 
baptized into his name. However, Christ 
died for them and into Christ's name they 
were baptized. Therefore, they belonged 
to Christ and not to Paul. If all men out
side the covenant belong to God in the 
sense that those do who are in the cov
enant, why are we baptized into the 
possession of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit (Matthew 28: 19) ? 

The new covenant is a universal cov
enant in the sense that it is offered to 
all men, but in reality it is not universal 
for only those who have accepted Christ 
are in it. It is made not with the world, 
but with those who obey the gospel and 
in so doing become spiritual Judah and 
Israel (Hebrews 8 :5-13). I know of no 
scriptural reason to differ· with D. R. 
Dungan, in Hermeneutics, that: "So it is 
with all the covenants that God has ever 
made with man--each covenant is for the 
man, or the men, to whom it was given, 
and for whom it was intended. It belongs 
to no other man, or men, except extended 
to them by its Author. In all the individ
ual contracts that God made with the 
Patriarchs, the demands, duties and bless
ings were peculiarly the property of the 
men to whom the covenants belonged" 
(106). Each covenant that God has made 
with men may have many things in com-

mon with all the others, and yet be dis
tinct. There is nothing more common than 
to mistake similarity for identity" (108). 
Harding U. Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

LISTEN TO THEM-THEY KNOW 
WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT 

(Continued from page 8) 
20:12. If we do honor our father and 
mother then we will listen to and obey 
them. "A wise son heareth his father's 
instruction: but a scorner heareth not 
rebuke."-Proverbs 13:1. "A fool de
spiseth his father's instruction: but he 
that regardeth reproof is prudent." Prov
erbs 15:5. Colossians 3:20 and Ephesians 
6 :1 both instruct us to obey our parents. 
By all these verses we can clearly see 
that it is not only a good idea to listen 
to our parents but a Christian duty. 

Parents are a gift from God given to us 
to help us and guide us so that maybe 
we will not make the same mistake they 
made. Parents are something we should 
thank God for each time we kneel in 
prayer. Since they are a gift it is our duty 
to accept the gift and use it as we should. 
Listen to them--they know what they're 
talking about! 
Rt. 2, Box 1284, Selmer, Tennessee 

Glendon W. Walker, Box 17, Pocahontas, 
Ark., Jan. 18: We have established head
quarters at 605 N. Marr. Our library and 
office are housed in a New England de
signed cottage on the west end of our prop
erty at 122 Church St. We are busily en
gaged in preaching for churches in this 
area, appearing on lectureships and plan 
to do some meeting work. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
has openings for dynamic Christian teacher in 

BUSINESS, ART, MASS COMMUNICATIONS, 
HISTORY, EDUCATION 

For further information communicate with: 

Dr. Bailey B. McBride, Dean 
Oklahoma Christian College 
Rt. 1, Box 141 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73111 

405/478-1661,ext.440 
OCC is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call/or information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth. Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/429-1403 

FOR YOUR 
LADIES' CLASS 

SANCTIFICATION 
AND THE CHRISTIAN 

By Jeanette Kee 

An in-depth, Bible centered, 13 les· 
son study book dealing with the 
sanctified life. The need for a sur
rendered life, and its relationship 
to sin, good works, and righteous 
living are discussed. 
The family, the church and one's 
individual prayer life are among 
the topics aiscussed. Reaching to
ward spiritual maturity is the gen· 
eral theme. Ideal for a ladies Bible 
class. 

$2.95 
order /rom 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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DELTA FLIGHT 1029 

(Continued from page 8) 
only want to know how to escape the 
impending disaster. These instructions 
were terribly important even though there 
was no emergency. They were life-giving 
and life-saving instructions. 

I preach every Sunday giving impor
tant instructions on crisis that individ
uals are facing. I tell how people can 
escape the impending judgment that is 
coming to those unfaithful to God. These 
instructions are received by many with 
the same complacency as those aboard 
Delta Flight 1029. Mothers are playing 
with their babies, some are writing notes 
to their friends, others are thinking about 
tomorrow's work schedule, some are wish
ing I would shut-up so they can get to the 
cafeteria line before it is too long, some 
are reading (usually not the passage that 
was just mentioned), and some are just 
sleeping. Why are they acting this way? 
Do they not realize the importance of 
the instructions? The reasoning, no doubt, 
is the same as the air line passengers
They feel they will never need the in
structions. 

What if there was a real disaster in
volving the instructions I was giving? 
How attentive would they be ? I am sure 
that if they were impressed with the 
reality of the finality of the message they 
would be hanging on every word. People 
are simply not convinced that they are 
going to die. They feel absolutely no need 
to make preparation. 

Why I should feel so despondent I do 
not know. The Prophets, Apostles, great 
teachers and even Christ himself, be
fore me tried to convince the people of 
the importance of the instructions, with 
little results. Amos preached, "Prepare 
to meet thy God," yet he had little re
sponse. Jesus preached, "Repent for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." The in
dication is that not all repented. The lack 
of response did not minimize the message. 
The time is coming when we will long 
for the instructions, but it will be too 
late. The emphasis is on now! The apos
tle Paul exhorts, "Behold, now is the 
acceptable time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." 

Delta Flight 1029 arrived in Atlanta 
without incident-this time! 

The sun rose in the east today-this 
time! 

S. 14th St., C. of C. Leesburg, Fla. 82748 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-688-1678, 901-761-1850 
Send for Brochure 
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ISLAM AND THE CHURCH (4) 

(Continued from page 7) 

ized and different to be accepted by his 
own family and probably would not want 
to leave the great land of opportunity 
anyway. I do see those Muslims and 
Arabs who are already in the States, how
ever, as a receptive group of people that 
we would do well to consider as part of 
our outreach. Many may prefer to take a 
more defensive attitude toward them than 
I have, as they would toward a Jehovah's 
Witness or Mormon. Others may prefer 
to ignore them since they are so different. 
Such attitudes, I believe, will not lead 
them to Christ or make the most of the 
opportunities the Lord has given us at 
this point in history. Christians have a re
sponsibility to evangelize those many 
Iranians in the U.S. now or the Middle 
Eastern students at almost any university. 
They also have a responsibility to send 
men to preach in their own countries. 
Granted many countries are closed but 
we have yet to make the best of all the 
opportunities we do have in many of 
these Muslim countries. 

Many of the Muslims one meets may 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free--Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

be as secular as most Americans, but 
coming from a religious environment, 
some will have a serious interest in devel
oping their faith in Allah further. Those 
who are interested may be in a period of 
transition and receptive to the Gospel 
They may be disgusted with the radical 
trends in Islam in recent months. They 
probably went to America knowing it was 
a "Christian" nation and are expecting 
to meet these Christians and worship with 
them sometime. I truly hope it will be 
some of my brethren that they will meet, 
and that it will be a body of the Lord's 
people with whom they first hear the 
praises of God and the word proclaimed. 
P. 0. Box 142, Nazareth, Israel 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

DELRAIDA CHURCH 
Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mcinteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

Please notify the church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is needed write to 
the church, Box 8085, 

Montgomery, AL 86109. 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$85.00 

June 15-20, 1980 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 26, 1980 



''GO FIFTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOUL WINNING 
WORKSHOP 

MAKE 
DISCIPLES'' 
1980 THEME 

MARCH 2.7-MARCH 30~ 1980 

SPECIAL SPEAKERS 

EXPOSITION CENTER 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

THURSDAY EVENING ............ TERRY RUSH 

FRIDAY MORNING 
(WOMEN'S RALLY) ............ HELEN YOUNG 

FRIDAY EVENING ............... PARKER HENDERSON 
............... DAVID POWERS 

SATURDAY MORNING ........... BILL BANOWSKY 

SATURDAY EVENING ............ MARVIN PHILLIPS 
............ DICK MARCEAR 

ONE HUNDRED DAYTIME CLASSES 

LARGEST EXHIBIT AREA OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

LARGEST ATTENDANCE OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

15,000 ATTENDED LAST YEAR 

HOUSING IN HOMES, MOTELS, OR CAMPERS, AVAILABLE. BUSLOADS AND PLANELOADS 

COMING FROM ALL OVER THE USA! 

For more information contact 

GARNETT ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3434 S. GARNETT RD. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

(918) 633-5031 
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BOOKS !Jn f<eview 
THE PAPERBACK 1\fARlrnT 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS. 0 . H . 
Tabor, Western Christian Foundation, $2. 

0 . H. Tabor, Staff writer for the Firm 
Foundation whose writings have covered 
the past 30 years, has brought out a new 
series of study books under the above 
heading. They are ideal for class study. 
Available are lessons on Matthew through 
Mark, Luke through John, Acts through 
Romans, Corinthians through Ephesians, 
Philippians through Hebrews and James 
through Revelation. Each Jesson is fol
lowed by an examination over the ma
terial covered, and a place for grading the 
student. 

BIRTHRIGHT. David Needham, Mult
nomah Press. 293 p . $7.95 
Here is a deep book by an unorthdox 

thinker. And that breed is pretty scarce 
today. He cuts through the sham of or
ganized r eligion and gets right down to 
the heart of what makes new testament 
Christianity such a leavening force, and 
what makes people who are really born 
again such revolutionary forces. The style 
is fresh and the conclusions hard to es
cape. You won't agree with all he says, but 
then he didn't expect you to. The very fact 
that he says it anyway makes this book 
worth reading. It's all about who you are, 
and what you're here for, and how you can 
bring about in your life what God wants 
to see in it. 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE. Jack 
Cottrell. Baker. 95 pp., $1.65 

A concise t reatment of the question of 
the inerrancy of the Scriptures. A very 
readuble and very practical treatment at 
that. 

THE BIBLE AND STRONG DRINK. How
ard Winters. Win-More. $2.50. 

21 chapters on the evil effects of the 
use of alcohol. It gathers between two cov
ers about everything that has been said 
or could be said on the subject. 

ATTITUDES (Volumes 1 and 2) Virgil 
Leach. Quality. 116 p. $2.50. 
Each book contains short essays on 28 

attitudes. Each essay is fo llowed by a 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on ha nd regula rly o supply of 

fresh, pure, unlea vened bread fa r com
munion purposes. Eleven wafe rs in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large co rton-oll ca refully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
t ion should have on hand a good supply a t 
aU times. Price : Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage a nd handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, T exas 78767 
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workbook section which encourages run
ning references. Each has questions for 
discussion and a section given to suggest
ed lesson assignments. 

A DEVOTIONAL GUIDE TO BIBLE 
LANDS. Batsel Baxter & Harold Haze
lip. Daker. 295 p . $5.95. 
Growing out of a sixteen day stay in 

Palestine while films for Herald of Truth 
were being made, Baxter and Hazelip 
draw on thei r research for the films to 
bring us an inspirational and informative 
guide to Bible lands without the usual 
commercial fanfare. Geographical and his
torical insights, carefully researched, and 
interestingly presented will give you an 
arm chair tour of the lands of the Bible 
superior in many ways to popular tours 
costing thousands of dollars. 

'When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to linclude the price. 

All books reviewed here may be purchaud 
from the Firm Foundation Publishing House. 
Plense ndd 70c for postage and handling on 
orders of $10.00 or leu; So/o on orders over 
10.00. 

WANTED: 

CAMPUS MINISTER 

Need qualified young man to initiate 
campus evangelism, will be working 
primarily with students at Kearney 
State College (Enrollment over 6,000) 

Mail resume to: 
ELDERS 

Kearney Church of Christ 
225 E. 26th St. 

Kearney, NE 68847 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3lf2 to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131/z years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

James Vinzant 1111 J canette, Carroll
ton, Texas 75006, February 1, 1980 : After 
more than three happy years with the 
church in Leander we have accepted the 
invitation to become the pulpit minister 
of the Denton Drive church in Carrollton. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising ID thJII section ~.00 per Une. Designed e•peclal17 to accommodate 

eongregaUon• advertising meeting places, preachers seekbag work or CODIQ'CP• 
tloJUJ seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar. Denver. Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
63-i-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DBNVER, COLORADO 80:28 
LAKBWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Don Browning. Evan. 
Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90<1. 
A.RLINGTON, VA., ~0 N. IrviDir St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun •• 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATBA.ltl, N • .r •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd .• 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6811) or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NCHORA.GB CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frienda in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage. Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.1UI1A SCHOOL OF PRIDACBING 
11800 DubUD Road 

Plea•anton, CaUfonala NIS88 
James W. Ferguson. Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HA..WA.II Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church ot Christ. P.O. Box 3H9. 
Lihue, HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A Nortlawe•t Claurcla of Clarlat 
1147 N. 81st St. 981()6. It you know some
one moving to the Grea.ter Seattle area 
drop us a. llne, or call &Jf-1320. We w111 
contact them. 
PRESCO'rl', ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon. Bible 
study, 9:80: Worship, 10:80 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200. growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.). 445-5190 or 446-
3722. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texaa 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewla Frisby. '114-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching. teaching, and sparkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St .• Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIO'US BOOKS BO'UGHT. For deta41s 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston. 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Claurcla of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congrentfon, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ, 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P.O. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us vrint the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn. CA 95603 OT 
call (916) 885-5776. 

Residential Counselors for community based youth 
program. Single or married applicants with B.A. 
degree are preferred, must have minimum of two 
(2) years of college. Position may be combined with 
continued education at university. Position requires 
individuals to live in group home with school age 
children, proVide guidance, supervision. implement 
treatment plan and coordinate recreational program. 
Send detail resume or contact: Mike Ross, MSW, 
Supervisor of Group Home Service, Christian Child 
Help Foundation, 8606 N. MacGregor Way. Houston. 
Texas 77004. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
YVltlA, .A.IUZ., 651 W. ~8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3750 
Young man wanted for youth and personal work 
in a rapidly growing congregation of three hundred 
plus. Must be very sound in faith with proven 
leadership ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with qualifications. Send resume to 
Magnolia Center Church of Christ, P.O. Box 2846, 
Riverside, California 92516 (or call Dr. Lee at 
1-714-784-2854 OT 1-714-684-8110). 
EVANSVILLE. IND., :=oG E. ltlol'giUl Ave.. 
u.s. 480 East Opposite K-ltlart. Offlee 4'1'1• 
C5:nt. Bobb7 Wade, HID. 4'18-4018. 
Montei"'!'C!y, Me::dcoa Ave. Fundlclone• 108 

"A•• OTE. Frace. Buenos Airea 
TeL: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, J..,orks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6846. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12.000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be Involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
ing" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4:11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande. OR 97850: ph. (608) 968-8987. If no 
answer. call Obert Henderson, evangelist. 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 634-5023; 963-
6434 or 963-9035. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

FOR SALE 
351 Plastic Padded Opera Chairs in fine condition. 
38 rows of 6: 17 rows of 7: 2 pulpit chairs with 
2 each. 41st & Ave. T, Temple, Tx 76601. Phone: 
817-778-1708. 
Evangelist needed to work with a small, established 
congregation in booming Arizona. Need mature man 
with experience. Please contact: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 1308 West Blodgett, Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
88220. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Sprin~s Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
business management and Christiim camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill. Okla. 73446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN. TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer. Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Rico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of SO and nO. married 
and with preachin~r ex)l(!rience. Call (817) 79R-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Rico, Texas 
76457. 

NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATOR 
AVAILABLE 

5 years exp. looking for a congregation that is 
active in sharing their faith, one that works to
gether and prays together outside of the worship 
service. Wife has MSW and experience with chil
dren's home-may or may not be available for work. 
Ray Reiss, Apt. 107, 10120 11th St., No. St. Pete., 
Fla. 83702. Tel: 813-577-3975. 
SUMMER CAMP FOR RENT-in Colorado Rocky 
Mountains, 30 miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program cnm~family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus starr. You sup
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide fncllltle'l, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/dny or $1200/week minimum for 30 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ, 611 Broadway. Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 303-542-4222. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 7ou aro movin~r annvhcre in the u.s.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

The Chansonaires. a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road. Flint, Michi
gan 48604. 

WANTED-Full time minister for small congre
gation in Trinidad, Texas. Partial support of 
$225.00 week and three B-R House. If you have 
other income to supplement your needs contact
John Spencer--Box 193-or call 214-778-2481, Trini
dad, Texas 75168. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-write for free 
lea~er samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abdene. Texas 79604. 

~he Congregation in Wilson. Okla. needs an aggres
stve mature Gospel Preacher. If interested call 
229-0761 or 668-2447. Call after 5 o'clock p.m. 

Wanted: Full time preacher. House furnished. San 
Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald (512) 
899-1782 after 6:00 p.m. 

For Sale: 6 fenced acres on Texas Highway 16 
opposite Medina Chlldren•s Home. Call 713-442-8180. 

WANTED: Congregation willing to work, must 
have church building and can pay a salary w/o 
tent making involved. Free of serious problems. 
10 years experience, middle aged couple with no 
children. 1st six months salary and moving ex
pense free. Ready when you are. Preacher. Box 
675 J, #R 6, Springfield, Mo. 65803. 
Preacher Wanted: Congregation of 40 in Ottumwa, 
Ia. (pop. 20,000) needs a full time preacher w/full 
support. Our building will be vaid for in approx. 
a Year. We may be able to provide partial support 
at that time. Send inquiries to: Pickwick Church 
of Christ, 1026 W. Williams, Ottumwa. Ia. 52601 
or phone: 516-682-6036. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ. 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 46365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-6983. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

located 2% miles NW of Kingsland. Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS. PREACHER. TEACH
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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Foundation 
School of 

Church Music 

June 9-20 
THE FACULTY: Holland Boring, Jr., Holland Boring, Sr., Bill Cox, Tom 

Chapin, Bobby Connel, antl Paul Epps. 

Under the able direction of six of the fines t singers the church has known, and trainers of young men 

without peer, the Foundation School of Church Music is turning out accomplished young song directors. The 

effects of this school are being felt over the entire Southland. Most of these young men will become church 

leaders and officers. They receive excellent training in church leadership. 

Cost of Board, Room, Tuition and Fees for 2 Weeks $125.00 
Address All Mail to Foundation School of Music, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CONGREGATIONS 

Featuring Send us your young men and we will return to 
you not only song leaders, but leaders of youn.g 
people and leaders of ihe church for a lifetime. 
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Our 

Great 

New 

Book 

753 
Songs 

-----------------------------------------------------
Enrollment in Foundation School of Music 

Please enroll ___ _ ----------------------------------
(Name) 

Address.____ ____ ________ City---·---·-------- ------- -- State _______ _ 

in the FoundailiO?t School of Chu1·ch Music for the 1979 term, 

June 9-20. Enclosed please find $125.00 f or tuition, room, 
and board. 

(Signed) -------·--------··-·----·-------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------• 
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THE 1980 ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY LECTURESHIP
Neither the price of gasoline or its availability see med to be a d e· 
terrent to the estimated I 0,000 p ersons who came for a day or more of 
the four-day event. Theme for the 62nd annual Lectureshi p was " Unt il 
He Comes," a theme borne out by seven main lectu re rs as we ll as some 
of the hundred or so classes. Th e student-produced Sing Song preceded 
the open ing of Lectureship W eek and was a n exciting experience for 
three soli-out audiences. Lectureshi p visitors, too, were privileged to see 
tho ACU basketball team play twice {Monday a nd Tuesday nights) d uri ng 
which they won the Lone Star Conference regular season championship. 
The me of the 1981 Lectureship is "Our Uncommon Commitment" and will 
be held Fe b. 22-25. 

Austin, Texas, March 4, 1980 
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The A C U Lectureship 
The week of February 17 witnessed the 1980 Bible 

Lectureship of Abilene Christian University. It has 
been our genu ine pleasure and privilege to attend 
every one of them since 1932 (except for the war years 
in which no lectur eship was held). It seems that they 
get bigger and better every year. 

We freely admit partiality toward the ACU lecture
ship. It has always been a constructive, positive thing 
which attracts the kind of people who come to learn 
and to be edified, rather than to pick each other to 
pieces. 

In fact, we admit partiality toward Abilene Chris
tian University. Our own connection with the institu
tion would be just grounds for that. But over and above 
any personal loyalty is t he fact that through the 75 
years of the institution's existence it has been led by 
predominately bold, good hearted gentle men who loved 

. the Lord. Each in his turn gave everything he had to 
one cause. 

The amazingly small number of faculty that has not 
been in harmony with the ideals of the University dur
ing these 75 years is almost unbelievable. Out of hun
dreds upon hundreds who have taught there in three 
fourths of a century, less than a handful have not been 
totally supportive of the ideals and purposes of the 
institution. 

When you bring together a student body every year 
for seventy-five years, and it comes from diverse parts 
of t he world, it is inevitable that the net will gather in 
all kinds of fish. The moral goodness and unity of faith 
of the composite student body in every one of those 
seventy-five years is unreal. You may see through every 
argument in favor of Christianity except this one: How 
did these kids f r om all over the world-year after year 
- turn out to be so good? 

There is something good going on at ACU. Sure, not 
everything is perfect. But a bigger percentage of it i!'l 
at ACU than about any other place you can name. Any 
person or institution that is doing anything is going to 
have critics. And critics sometimes have a point. But 
what's being done right so far overshadows the few mis
takes, it would be a tragedy to allow critics to control 
us. One of the great things about ACU has been its 
willingness to hear patiently its critics. And an even 
greater blessing has been the institution's ability to go 
ahead and do what its administration and Board 
thought was right, regardless of the consequences. 
~nd so, it is the Institution itself that makes us keep 

gomg back to the Lectureship, year after year. And 
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that's what makes more than ten thousand other people 
every year want to attend the Lectureship. The event 
draws the kind of folks the institution has been, and 
has produced, through the years. We have never seen a 
more positive thinking, Lord loving, fair minded crowd. 
It is a blessing just to mingle in a crowd like that. 

Themes and speakers have been chosen carefully 
each year. A careful survey of past lectureship pro
grams would indicate that the sp irit of the ACU lecture
ship is not accidental. One comes away from the week's 
activities with renewed confidence, and a wholesome 
feeling toward his brethren. Somewhere along the line 
he is convinced that a Christian education in such an 
environment as ACU is worth every penny it costs. One 
comes away with more-not less-confidence in the 
fact that the best is yet to be, and that Christianity 
itself is not a losing proposition. The shockwaves of 
Lectureship will be felt in pulpits across the land in 
the weeks to come. Those who, in succession, have man
aged the Lectureship are surely to be commended for 
the elevated, positive tone of the annual event . 

The ACU Lectureship is not a part of the workshop 
binge of the 70's. It was in existence and going strong 
more than 50 years before the coming of the 70's. It 
is indeed a mirror of a movement. 

Abilene Christian University is launching its seventy
fifth year celebration, and simultaneously its third 
phase development campaign, designed to raise $40,000,-
000.00 for the further strengthening of Christian edu
cation. At the annual Board meeting the Trustees 
adopted an eighteen million dollar operational budget 
for the coming year. Christian education is big business. 
It is expensive business. But it is worth ever ything it 
costs. 

God has given many of his children the gift of mak
ing money. He does not begrudge us the possession of 
money, or of the things money can buy. But he never 
intended that we use it selfishly. We can't take it with 
us. Some have tried. All have failed . There are few 
places better to invest in than in those who will have 
the task of running our world after we have quit it. 
Institutions like ACU teach young people to do that 
in a God-fearing way. Abilene's philosophy is worth 
perpetuating. 
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Reforming Our Deformities 
Whenever I speak before a church as

sembly I invariably find my eyes directed 
towards the back of the auditorium to 
those Christians who habitually sit there. 
Of course, there is nothing inherently sig
nificant about where one sits during the 
worship. Interestingly enough, though, it 
seems that the backrows have come to 
not only be the sections for mothers 
with small children and latecomers but 
also the section for the spiritually dis
enchanted; a silent no-man's land for the 
uninvolved. 

In the case of some people, sitting in the 
back pews is more a theological than a 
Droximal matter. They may be uninvolved 
in the life of the church, not becauSe of 
disinterest, but because of unresolved 
guilt. They exile themselves to the very 
back because it is the point farthest from 
the pulpit, thus symbolic of the distance 
that they feel exists between themselves 
and God. They fear to· become active in 
the work of the Kingdom, lest so~eone 
bring up past mistakes and failures as 
being contradictory with their present 
spiritual aspirations. 

In larger urban areas they float from 
congregation to congregation, forever a 
"visitor" but seldom a worker. Due to fear · 
of rejection and charges of hypocrisy, 
these Christian brothers and sisters re
main imprisoned in the straitjacket of 
spectatorship and spiritual mediocrity; a 
limbo existence that is both empty and 
crippling. 

The real problem is their understand
ing (or misunderstanding) of forgiveness 
and discipleship. This problem is to be 
anticipated, for it is by no means a re
cent development. The church in past 
centuries has found the situation of Chris
tians commiting post-baptismal. sins a 
rather awkward problem. The early Chris
tian apocalypse, The Shepherd of Hermas, 
proscribes that in view of the near end of 
the world one additional repentance be 
allowed after baptism and no more. Ter
tullian likewise emphasized one such re
pentance, and Irenaeus re-echoes a sim
ilar rigorist position when he relates the 
case of an adultress who devoted herself 
to the exercise of public confession. Such 
second repentances involved what is 
termed "exomologesis," or a humiliating 
public display of confession, involving 
fasting and weeping before the assembled 
church. Subsequently, many people (in
cluding the emperor Constantine), delayed 
being baptized until they were near death, 
lest they commit a sin after baptism and 
be damned eternally. 

Although I think that the early Chris
tians are to be commended for taking 
sin perhaps more seriously than we Mod
erns do, their concept of spiritual 
growth is nonetheless lacking. Both the 
early Christians and our present back 
row brethren do not realize the value of 
a sordid past. A questionable past can 
serve as a catalyst to spiritual growth if 

MIKE BLACKWELL 

evaluated properly. It need not be a 
roadblock to spiritual maturity. 

This may seem almost impossible for 
some of us to believe. It seems ludicrous 
to think that our pasts, so filled with sins 
and errors, could ever be in any sense 
redemptive. We live continually in the 
shadow of failure. We fear that our past 
opens the door for critics to tear down 
today's successes with yesterday's fail
ures. Even Jesus had problems with such 
critics when it came to matters of back
ground. His claims to Divinity were met 
with such remarks as, "This is Joseph's 
son, surely!" "We know his father and 
mother!" and "We all know where he 
comes from!" Fortunately for us, Jesus 
proved that God is greater than any criti
cism. Despite the verbal assaults, Jesus 
did not allow any of the comments to 
deter him from pleasing his Father. In 
looking at our sinful pasts we must have 
similar determination and resolve to let 
God use us as he chooses, oblivious to 
any thoughtless remarks. We must never 
under any circumstances allow any mortal 
to diminsh our faith in God's power to 
save repentant transgressors. 

We hear much talk about the trans
forming power of the Christian life but 
precious little as to the means by which 
this is accomplished. We naturally cannot 
understand the workings of God in aU 
circumstances, but we can recognize the 
fact that God works through disasters 
and failures to transform us as much as he 
does through sermons and Bible studies. 
Scripture illustrates over and over again 
that spiritual growth is not a single, in
stantaneous event but a process that 
reaches its ultimate finalization at the 
second coming of Christ. 

Consequently, there is a need to under
stand something of the role of time in this 
process. God's designs are not always 
spontaneous but involve in many cases 
years and years of development. We may 
recall that the promises that God made to 
various individuals (Moses, Joseph, Da
vid, etc.) involved long time periods, as 
did the coming of the Messiah himself. 
Even though at times it seemed that the 
Lord had forgotten his promises, he al
ways was faithful. 

If we are willing to be used in God's 
service, we must have the patience (ad
mittedly a difficult task) and the faith to 
allow God to turn our personal disasters 
into triumphs. We are not the judge of 
whether or not God can use us. We are 
caiied only to a life of trust and obedience. 
God will do the rest. 

. Once we begin to believe in the con
tinuity of God's purpose in our lives, we 
can begin to allow ourselves to accept our 
past and to push forward in anticipation 
of God's will. We will no longer view our 
life as a chain of fragmented, unrelated 
disappointments and shattered dreams but 

we see that in aU of those painful mem
ories there is by God's grace a bigger 
picture. We can appreciate how the tor
ment of those moments forced us to be
come spiritual adults. 

We can recall various people from the 
Scriptures to remind us that we are not 
alone in this pilgrimage. Peter had a past 
that at best was questionable. He fell 
down in shame during his first meeting 
with Jesus. He made countless mistakes 
as a disciple and even denied the Lord 
three times, in spite of the fact that he 
had been a close personal associate of 
Jesus. Jesus, however, did not cast him 
aside as a spiritual reject but personaily 
exhorted him, "Feed my sheep." Jesus 
had earlier charged Peter, " ... when you 
have turned again, strenghten your breth
ren." Jesus was aware of Peter's failings, 
but he knew that in the long run that 
God's purpose for his life would win out. 
In spite of his past sins, Peter is remem
bered today as one of the most famous 
of the apostles. 

Many others in the Bible could be 
cited as well. Samson was a patron of 
harlots and very ego-centered. Paul was 
a staunch persecutor of the chureh. David 
was an adulterer and a murderer. Gideon 
was a doubter who required signs. Rahab 
was a prostitute. All these and others ex
hibited great personal weaknesses but 
through the Lord displayed amazing pow
er and accomplished great things. They 
are remembered as examples of faith in 
spite of their flaws. I think that possibly 
God and history will be kinder towards us
than we are towards ourselves. 

The sins of the past h&ve taught us 
valuable lessons; lessons in truth, honsty, 
and the worth of human beings. It is one 
thing to swell with self-hatred and self
pity, but it is an unmistakable sign of 
spiritual maturity and growth when a 
person can face up to his past, make what
ever corrections are possible, and go for
ward, trusting in God's power to save. 

Our failures are in reality open doors 
to ministry. Some of our greatest minis
ters are those who have more than an ab
stract knowledge of their own sinfulness. 
They are in some cases in a better situa
tion to point the way home to God to the 
lost than others who have had little first
hand experience. 

It is my prayer that those who have 
cut themselves off from God due to guilt 
and failure will come out from the back 
of the church with the realization that 
failure is the first step of faith. Once we 
learn to appreciate the darker side of our 
past we will be able to gaze upon those 
memories which once taunted us and 
caused us pain and say as Augustine did 
centuries ago when adm'iring the develop
ment of his illegitimate son, ". . . I am 
but confessing to Thee Thy gifts, 0 Lord 
my God, Creator of all, Wh? .hast much 
power to reform our deformities. . " 

912 W. 23rd, Austin, TX. 78705 
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Why Christians Drift 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

"Drifting is a word which describes the process by which most 
of those who depart from the Lord do so. How many cases have 
you known in which a person decided to desert the Lord on a 
certain day and hour? Not many, if a single one. No. It was 
a gradual and slow process. "Lest we drift" is a warning as 
timely now as it was in the first century (Hebrews 2:1). 

A Slow Process 
Missing regular services of worship. is one of the first 

symptoms of drifting and will always result in other symptoms. 
Getting out of the church-going habit is always dangerous and 
disastrous. It was in view of the danger of apostasy that the 
writer of Hebrews admonished: "Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting 
one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching" (Hebrews 10:25). As long as a person attends 
all the services of the church, he is not so likely to drift. When 
he starts missing, then other downward steps will be noticeable. 
However, leaving the church is usually a gradual process. A 
person begins by leaving off the mid-week service; he next 
leaves off the Sunday night service; then one Lord's Day he 
misses the Lord's Supper. It hurts his conscience the first time 
he does it, but not so much the next time. Eventually he will get 
to the point that his conscience is hardened to the extent that no 
feeling is left. 

Why Drifting? 
Under the observation of this writer there have come a 

number of cases in which it was possible to identify the cir
cumstance that started the drifting. The people involved were 
true Christians. They had no intention of leaving the church. 
But they did leave it. A consideration of some of these circum
stances may help each of us to "give the more earnest heed" 
to our own personal life, and to give more attention to others in 
order that we might help prevent drifting in their lives. 

Marriage 
Here is a fine Christian young man and here is a fine 

Christian young lady. They plan to marry. Throughout their 
days of courting they are regular in worship and in Bible 
school. Soon after marriage they begin to face certain problems. 
Perhaps the problems are of an economic nature; they find the 
job of making a living much more difficult than they had 
anticipated. They learn that they must come down out of "cloud 
nine" to the reality of life. Maintaining a home, paying bills, 
dealing with in-laws, getting to know the faults of each other
all of these demand time and attention. Missing church services 
on a certain Lord's Day is very likely at this point. Giving "the 
more earnest heed" is so important just here. 

A Child Arrives 
If there is ever a time when a young couple should feel the 

need of the Lord, it is in the rearing of children. But often, 
when a child is born into a home, it will be necessary for the 
mother to mis~ a few services. Then, there are childhood ill
nesses that make it necessary for either the mother or father 
to miss some of the services. Sometimes both parents will miss. 
It is wise, if someone has to miss, for one of them to miss the 
morning and the other the evening assembly. If care and 
caution are not exercised at this point, two precious souls will 
desert the church and the children will grow up in a home 
that has drifted from its first love. 
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Illness 
Illness and suffering often draw a person closer to the Lord. 

But there are cases in which some seem to be drawn farther 
away. If one has the tendency to become bitter and cynical and 
to ask, "Why does the Lord let this happen to me?", his faith 
will become weaker and weaker. We have all seen instances in 
which it was necessary for one to miss services for a number 
of weeks, or even months, on account of illness. Then, when 
he is well again, he missed when it was not necessary. He 
drifted. Satan won another soul for the kingdom of darkness. 

Tragedy 
The invasion of a home by death will often draw members of 

a family close to God. But there are times when it works in the 
opposite direction. There are those who, when the winds blow 
and rains descend, find that their house is built on the sand. 
They feel that God is unjust in allowing this loss to come into 
their home. They begin to question God's goodness. It is natural 
that Bible reading and prayer will soon lose meaning. Worship 
will become a wearying experience and the path to the meeting 
house will become long and dull. 

Moving 
Our nation is a nation that is constantly on the move. Some 

move from one place to another out of desire to change locations. 
Others move because they are transferred by the company for 
which they work. Large moving vans going from one coast to 
the other meet each other on every highway. Included in this 
great transition are many members of the church. They were 
faithful in the old home place where they had many friends. 
But in the new location people do not seem as friendly as they 
did back home. This is the event which, in the opinion of this 
writer, takes a greater toll than any other single cause. Even 
a move from one side of a large city to the other side ofen 
results in a family becoming careless and indifferent. If only 
they would remember that the good friends they had back 
home were not made in a day f If they would only ally them
selves in their new location with the Lord's people, they would 
find themselves developing new friends that would, in time, 
be as precious as any they ever had. 

Preventives 
What can be done to cut down on the number of drop-outs? 

We can all take a careful self-inventory to determine whether 
or not we have drifted. If we can remember a time when we 
had more interest and zeal than we now have, that means we 
have drifted. We ought to be stronger today than we have 
ever been. 

We can do much in strengthening people by our teaching 
and preaching. Let us build in the hearts of Christians a faith 
that is anchored to the Lord and that does not depend so much 
on outward circumstances. 

Another partial answer is more attention to shepherding. 
Our elders need the help of all of us in this important work. 
We can help them in a visitation program that will prevent 
the drifting of many and that will halt the drifting that is 
already in progress in the lives of others. We must realize 
that we are keepers of our brothers. We are stewards of souls. 

Oklahoma Christian University 
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How Many Notches on Your Gun .. Brother? 
NORMAN BALES 

The fictional western gunfighter won his fame on the celluloid 
screen and in the pulp novel because of his fast draw and his 
ability to survive the shootout. He strapped his guns on his hip 
and tied the leather straps on the bottom of his holster around 
his pants leg. He kept his hand near the butt of his revolver, as 
he sauntered casually down the dusty street. His quick reflexes 
having insured his survival, the gunfighter would shove his 
six-gun back inside the holster and ride off into the sunset. 
When he found time he would· carve a new notch on the handle 
of his "shooting iron" which would serve as an advertisement 
of his chosen profession. 

The following scene is not totally dissimilar to the one just 
described. A soul winner strides to the door of a three bedroom 
brick house in a middle class suburb. Having secured a com
mitment for a study appointment he arrives at the door carry
ing a Bible marked at appropriate passages. His soul winning 
outline is tucked inside the Bible. The unsuspecting sinner is 
no match for the well constructed evangelistic outline and the 
carefully rehearsed techniques used by the soul winner in the 
study appointment. The conquest is assured when the sinner 
is rushed to the church building for immediate immersion. The 
soul winner has scored another victory. Others can help the 
new Christian grow. He's off in quest of another prospect. He 
probably doesn't notch his Bible, but he does keep score. 

This article is not being written to make light of keeping 
statistics, but perhaps it is time we correct some of the abuse 
of statistics. Admittedly, those who disparage the use of statistics 
sometimes exhibit motives that are less than honorable. Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon once rather cynically remarked, "Those who 
criticize statistics usually have none to report." Even so statis
tical reports can be used to serve fleshly interests. 

Motivational speakers often use statistics to indict brethren 
for their failure to evangelize. Once the statistics have been 
juggled to make it look like the church is just filled with 
apathetic uncaring freeloaders who are at ease in zion, the 
speaker can use his eloquence like the lash of a whip to lay a 
burden of guilt on the brethren and spur them into more 
frenzied evangelistic activity. 

Workshop goers hear claims like, "95 percent of those in 
the church have never won a soul." Let's analyze that one a 
little more carefully. In the first place, little documentation is 
given to support such a claim. How many exhaustive, scientific 
surveys have been conducted to determine the output of indi
vidual Christians? Aile Isom, of Harding University, recently 
reported the results of a rather thorough survey among 
Christians with regard to several matters. His study revealed 
that seventy-one percent of those who responded claim to have 
been influential in leading a soul to Christ. ("Profile of the 
Church," Firm Foundation, Oct. 10, 1979). That doesn't add up 
in most congregations if one considers the ratio of members to 
baptisms in a single year in any given congregation. The figure 
doesn't even come close to seventy-one per cent. Perhaps the 
disparity can be explained in part by the fact that most soul
winning is really a team effort. I recently had the privilege of 
baptizing a young man into Christ after I had concluded a 

series of studies with him. If you are counting "notches," I 
suppose you could say, I got the notch. However, I can 
count at least four people who profoundly influenced him in 
other contexts. 

Statistics are also abused when we guage success totally 
by the number of conversions recorded. The apostle Paul re
minded Corinth, "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel." The scriptures present conversion as God's 
work. Telling the good news is our work. Paul was concerned 
about this very matter when he wrote to Corinth. People were 
more attracted to the preacher who had the best track record 
then they were to the gospel and Paul had to remind them, "I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase." Evan
gelistic success is not measured in terms of who had the most 
baptisms. It is measured in terms of who is planting and 
watering. God will handle the harvest, Jeremiah was a success
ful prophet of God, but his track record wasn't all that great 
if you think in terms of the numbers he led to become faithful. 
Ezekiel spoke of a time that was so wicked that "Though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, they should 
deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the 
Lord God." 

There are some situations in which there will be no immediate 
harvest at all, but the evangelist will be blessed by God simply 
because he proclaimed the truth. Some congregations who re
port impressive baptismal statistics have a horrible record 
in terms of retention of those who are baptized. They have 
run a lot of bodies through the water, but their attendance 
figures remain about the same each year. Something is wrong 
somewhere when that takes place. Our job is not finished until 
we get the new Christian to Heaven. That requires a lifetime of 
loving concern. Could it be that we are not motivated to work 
with the new Christian, because it takes patience, time, under
standing and love to help him grow? His growth in grace and 
knowledge cannot be measured on a tote board. Someone has 
to spend long hours answering questions, counselling and en
couraging before the new Christian can grow. 

We will likely continue to abuse statistics until we come to 
recognize that the Christian whose effort produces a smaller 
yield is not inferior to the one whose effort produces a greater 
yield. Warren Wiersbe strikes a stinging blow on this point 
when he writes, "There is no place for competition in the work 
of God unless we are competing against sin and Satan. When 
we see words like, 'best', 'fastest growing', 'biggest' and 'finest' 
applied to Christian ministries, we wonder who is getting the 
glory." Our Lord himself indicates that some of those who 
sow seed can expect thirty-fold yields, others will experience 
a sixty-fold harvest. Some will enjoy a hundred-fold harvest. 
He did not however, imply that the sower of the hundred
fold is mor~ valuable than the sower in the thirty-fold field. 

The church surely needs more dedicated soul winners, but it 
does not need more manipulators. Notch carvers are more 
fleshly than spiritual. 

1500 First Ave. N.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52405 
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PAUL WERTH E IM 

Many events recorded in the Old Testament have given val
uable information to both the original audiences of the books 
and to us today, and contain messages to help those who r ead 
to come to a better understanding of God's Messages to his 
people. One such event is the story of Gideon and the selection 
of the three hundred I sraelites to wage war against the 
Midianites, who at that time were oppressing I srael. 

After the I sraelites had been ruied by the Midianites for 
seven years, God calls on Gideon, the son of Joash of the tribe 
of Manasseh, to rise and be judge and to deliver Israel out of 
the hand of their enemy. 

The Lord, however, first tells Gideon that he has too many 
soldiers, and that if I srael wins the battle, they will only think 
that it was because of their own power not that of the Lord's. 
The Lord wants them to know that it is he who delivers them. 
So Gideon tells a ll the fearful to depart. During the period of 
the conquest, God had often pleaded with t he I sraelites to be 
of "good courage". God did not want those who were incapable 
or fearful in his army, "lest he make his brothers' hearts melt 
like his hear t" (Deut. 20 :8). Those who work for the Lord 
must not be afraid. 

After all those who were fearful departed, 22,000 from the 
original 32,000, the Lord tells Gideon that the 10,000 remain
ing are still too many. So a test is devised to further separate 
the men. Gideon is told to take the men down to the water 
to drink and to separate those who lap water by putting their 
hand to their mouth as opposed to those who kneel to drink. 
Three hundt·ed men dr ank by putting their hand to their mouth, 
and these are the three hundred to be used for battle. 

Two different reasons are often g iven as to why these 
certain three hundred were chosen. Some say that by only 
scooping the water up with their ha nds instead of kneeling 
to drink, the men showed themselves more afraid of the sur
rounding s ituation. God would choose them to further em
phasize that it would be he who would win the battle for 
the I sraelites and not their own strength. But the more 
probable reason is that the test was one of alertness. The men 
who dra nk the water scooped up with their hand instead of 
kneeling down showed themselves more alert and ready to 
meet any sudden emergency. 

That the test was done to choose t hose soldiers who were 
more capable can be seen from the fact that t he fearful had 
a lready been told to depart. God wants those "of good courage" 
in his army. Also we know that the men chosen wer e dedicated 
and able because well into the battle Gideon and the three 
hundred were still fighting ha rd, "weary, yet pursuing". The 
three hundred men were probobly the most capable of Gideon's 
army. 
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But the main emphasis in the selection of the three hundred 
is that it is God who wins the victory over the Midianites. 
Israel must not be allowed to think that because of her own 
strength she has fought the battle and has won the victory. 
The land that the Israelites have and the victories in battle 
that they win are due to the fact that God gives them these 
things. In this passage alone, five times it is stated that God 
is "giving" the Midianites into their hands. Paul says "and 
what do you have that you did not receive?" All gifts are from 
God, and when one realizes that "a man can receive nothing, 
unless i t has been given him from heaven" (John 3 :27). 

After the three hundred men have been selected, Gideon 
sends the remaining men away, then God tells Gideon to arise 
and go down against the Midianites , for he had g iven them 
into his hand. But the Lord tells Gideon that if he is still 
afraid, he should do down into the camp of the Midianites that 
night and he would hear things to let him know that the Lord 
would be with him. 

While spying out the camp, Gideon hears a man relating 
a dream to a friend. The dream was that of a loaf of barley 
bread tumbling into the camp of Midian, striking a tent and 
turning it upside down. The friend replied that the dream 
meant that the sword of Gideon would destroy the camp, for 
"God has given Midian and all the camp into his h and". 
When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he 
bowed in worship, and t hen returned to the camp of I srael to 
prepare for battle, now confident that the Lord had "given 
the camp of Midian" into thei r hands. 

With the Lord, all things are possible and all things come 
as gifts from God. 

Box 6225 ACU Station, Abilene, Texas 

COJ\11\IUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Fffi:M FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Have We Changed? (1) 
MONROE E. HAWLEY 

One hundred seventy-five years ago 
six Presbyterian preachers signed a docu
ment that marked the beginning of a new 
religious reformation. On June 28, 1804, 
at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, the founders of 
the Springfield Presbytery dissolved their 
body by issuing its last will and testa
ment because they could find no biblical 
justification for its continued existence. 

This was the beginning of the Stone 
Movement, so called after its foremost 
leader, Barton W. Stone. It was to unite 
in 1832 with a similar reformation begun 
in 1809 by Thomas and Alexander Camp
bell of Pennsylvania. The resulting 
coalescence was known as the Reforma
tion of the Nineteenth Century, but is 
better known to us as the Restoration 
Movement. Today thousands of congrega
tions in that spiritual heritage are found 
throughout the world. It is appropriate 
that we who are debtors to this effort 
inquire whether we now stand where the 
pioneer leaders stood. 

The Constancy of Change 
Experience teaches us that human be

ings are constantly changing. Not only 
do we change physically, but intellectual
ly, emotionally, and socially as well. The 
same is true of political and religious in
stitutions. A major mistake of American 
foreign policy in the 1950's was in as
suming that international communism was 
static. Not only was it changing, but it 
was developing along different lines in 
the Soviet Union and China. The same 
process takes place in religious bodies. 
Many Protestant denominations have 
abandoned their former acceptance of the 
doctrine of original sin. The "shouting" 
Methodists no longer shout. ·.Even 
Catholicism has been vastly tr~nsformed 
from what it was in the Middle Ages 
and has undergone many alterations in 
the last two decades. Only ecclesiastical 
coercion can keep a religious denomina
tion very close to its original moorings. 
Such a social force often produces a 
backlash from dissidents who refuse to 
be intimidated. 

This is not to imply that all political 
and religious parties renounce their for
mer ideologies. The ultimate goals of 
communism remain much the same though 
methods are altered to accommodate to 
the situation. Changes in Catholicism are 
more in methodology than in doctrine, 
though we should not be oblivious to modi
fications in doctrinal stances now taking 
place. A religious body may adapt to 
changing circumstances while still remain
ing on essentially the same course. 

We Have Changed 
When those of us in the heritage of the 

Restoration Movement consider whether 
we have departed in some degree from the 
original positions of one hundred and fifty 
years ago, the answer must be an obvious 
"yes." Within itself this is ·neither good 
nor bad. The early Restoration Movement 
was in a constant state of flux. The very 

concept of restoration presumes that we 
shall constantly strive to gain a better 
understanding of God's eternal word. Res
toration is a continuing process, not a 
body of truth completely comprehended 
and perfectly carried out. The important 
question is not whether we have changed, 
but rather, how have we changed? Are 
our changes for better or worse? 

Before answering these questions we 
should define our area of investigation. 
During the formative years before the 
consolidation of the Stone and Campbell 
forces, both movements underwent con
tinual change in doctrinal understanding. 
Each drew closer to the truth as more 
light from the Scriptures was shed on 
their practices. Views regarding baptism 
were drastically altered. Concepts of the 
covenants and the Lord's supper were 
developed along biblical lines. But in spite 
of general agreement in principle, the two 
movements were not identical. The Camp
bell forces insisted on immersion ; the 
Stone people did not, though almost all of 
them practiced it. While the Campbells 
conceived of God in trinitarian terms 
(though they did not use the word "Trin
ity"), Stone's views tended toward the 
ancient Arian conception of Christ. Even 
after the fusion of these two forces, the 
Restoration Movement was far from 
monolithic. Since those who composed it 
were drawn from many religious back
grounds this is not surprising. Out of the 
divergent elements in the movement there 
came the attitudes that were later to cause 
division. 

For the purposes of our study we will 
focus on the concepts of the major lead
ers as they had been developed to the · 
1830's. However, most of these principles 
had been enunciated at the beginning of 
the movement in two basic documents
The La..st Will and Testament of the 
Spring field Presbytery and Thomas Camp
bell's Declaration and Address. We will 
draw extensively upon these in our study. 

The answers to the questions we are 
asking will necessarily reflect the per
sonal views of the reader. If the early 
Restoration Movement contained diverse 
elements, this is far more true today. The 
legacy of the movement ranges from some 
liberal Disciples of Christ who deny the 
deity of Christ to some ultra-conservative 
exclusivistic congregations which demand 
total conformity to the party line as a 
condition of fellowship. Most of us are 
somewhere in between. 

A comparison of our perspective with 
that of the early reformers could focus on 
methodology. A better approach is to con
sider the principle upon which these peo
ple proceeded. We have chosen five inter
related concepts which evolved in a 
natural progression in the minds of these 
leaders. 

Historical Factors 
The Restoration Movement originated 

in the developing western part of the 

Students in Rome 
CHUCK FORSYTHE 

There are millions of copies of the Bible 
in America. Yet no book sustains such a 
lonely station. Look around you. There 
are Bibles on the bedstands, coffee tables, 
and in motel rooms. They collect dust but 
no fingerprints. 

While it is appalling that most people 
disregard the Book, it is frightening to 
see the famine for the Bread of Life 
among God's people. There was a time 
when Bible knowledge was synonymous 
with being a member of the Church of 
Christ to the non-Christian. In fact, our 
Bible knowledge was of such repute that 
jokes were coined similar to, "If the Bible 
is lost, a witness may swear by the head 
of a 'Church of Christer'." But times have 
changed. Very often the only thing shared 
in a Bible class is ignorance. 

One of the triumphs of the saints in 
Rome was their knowledge of the Bible. 
Paul declared, "And concerning you, my 
brethren, I myself am also convinced that 
you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, and able also to ad
monish one another." Their knowledge of 
spiritual things was no accident. It takes 
dedication and desire to learn anything. 
The Roman Christians must have possess
ed zeal for studying God's word for Paul 
to so highly commend them. 

Christianity is not a stagnant relation
ship. It must grow and mature to be true 
and alive. We must "grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ." Our growth depends on 
our studying God's book. Our desire to 
know God and his revelation is a good 
measurement of the depth of our commit
ment to our Creator. Knowledge does not 
just happen. It takes effort and dedica
tion, but anything of value does. 

We need to make time in our busy 
schedules to study. It can be done. In time, 
we will have established the cherished 
habit of purposeful Bible study. Who 
knows, we may one day develop the sit 
down-stand up method of the Hebrews 
(see Deut. 6:6-9). 

P. 0. Box 41, Hanoverton, Ohio 44423 

United States, now the Middle West. Cer
tain characteristics then prevailed which 
contributed to the attitudes and success 
of the movement. First, most people were 
without denominational affiliation and 
even irreligious. Second, denominational 
bodies were highly sectarian in their out
look. Third, the pioneers and descendants 
of those who crossed the Appalachian 
Mountains to settle in the West were 
fiercely independent. This was a reflection 
of the attitudes of the American found
ing fathers of a few decades earlier and 
self-reliance thorn of having to make it 
on your own. 'The Restoration Movement 
was ideally suited to the times. It pre
sented a program which renounced sec
tarianism while recognizing the right of 
individual judgment. Let us now consider 
the basic principles of the movement. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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TOP-Opening-night speaker, Howard Norton, addressed an 
:audience that encircled him in Moody Coliseum. ABOVE--The 
Committee of 75, planners of ACU's 75th anniversary, viewed the 
newly des igned logo. UPPER RIGHT-An estimated 1,300 
preachers, elders, and deacons heard William S. Banowsky, 
president of Oklahoma University. RIGHT-Shalmah Hawkins 
was the Cen tury Club artist of the year and her portrait of 
ACU President Stevens was unveiled at the Friends Luncheon. 

ACU Lectureship I 
"I've been to several ACU Lecttu·eships but this one 

is the best ever," is a part of an over-heard conversa
tion in the display tent during the second full day of 
activities. 

The 1980 ACU Bible Lectureship began with an 
evening service Feb. 17 and concluded Feb. 20. The 
theme this year was "Until He Comes" and featured 
such speakers as Howard Norton of Oklahoma City, 
Okla., William Young of San Angelo; Jimmy Jividen 
of Abilene; Stanley Lockhart of Houston; Taylor Mc
Kenzie of San Diego, Calif.; Eldred Echols of Rochester, 
Mich.; and Landon Saunders of Houston. 

Lectureship at Abilene Christian University has be
come far more than a series of sermons, hundreds of 
classes, or the idea and materials exchange of the tent. 
This year it began on Friday, Feb. 15, with the initial 
performance of Sing Song, the annual musical produc
tion involving some 1,000 ACU students. 

It continued on Saturday with the board meetings, 



a ted as ~Best Ever' 
receptions, and the Parents Day Luncheon to honor 
students, parents, and generations of families. And, 
the format of "auxiliary activities" is woven into every 
day of t he total Lectureship experience. 

This year was extra special because of the planning 
focus upon ACU's 75th anniversary up-coming in the 
1980-81 school year. As outlined to the Committee of 
75 planning group, many highlight activities are al
ready booked to occur during ACU's diamond jubilee 
which has been titled "Celebrating an Uncommon Com
mitment." 

The school year next fall will begin with the Academic 
Convocation Aug. 30 which is expected to attract na
tional attention followed in October with a specially 
written Homecoming Musical depicting the University's 
75 year history. 

But whatever lies in the past or future, the decade of 
the '80s was begun with an ACU Lectureship which 
was truly "one of the best ever." 

TOP-The Freshman class was Sing Song class competition 
winner. ABOVE-The President's Circle Dinner was attended 
by several hundred guests. ABOVE LEFT-The tent was again 
a "must" for most Lectureship visitors. LOWER LEFT-Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Rich of San Antonio were named "Young 
Alumni Couple of the Year." BELOW-George W. Knight of 
Lake Jackson, Texas, was cited as "Outstanding Alumnus of 
the Year" at the Alumni Day Luncheon. 



Memphis School of Preaching 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP MARCH 23-27, 1980 

GENERAL THEME 

"The Unchanging Gospel In A Changing World" 

Sunday, March 23, 1980 
6:00 J. F. Camp: "Unchanging Gospel Principles" 

Monday, March 24, 1980 
8:30 Harold W. Clark: "The Word of Reconciliation" 
9:30 Mrs. Gerry Nicks: "Gems from James" 
9:30 John DeBerry: "The Power of God's Word" 

1 0:30 Ernest Underwood: "Dangers of Perverting 
the Gospel" 

11 :20- 1:10 INTERMISSION FOR LUNCH 
1:10 Clyde Mize: "The Truth Shall Make You Free" 
2: 1 0 J. F. Camp: "Unchanging Gospel Principles" 
3:1 0 Bob Tillman: "The All-Sufficiency of the Gospel" 
4:00- 7:00 INTERMISSION FOR DINNER 
7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:30 Winfred Clark: "The Gospel of Christ Is 

Indestructible" 

Tuesday, March 25, 1 980 
8:30 Neil Myers: "The Whole Armor of God" 
9:30 Mrs. Gerry Nicks: "Gems from James" 
9:30 Sorrell B. Wesson: "Not Ashamed of the 

Gospel" 
1 0:30 Robert R. Taylor: "Holding the Traditions 

Delivered by the Apostles" (2 Thess. 2: 15) 
11 :30- 1:10 INTERMISSION FOR LUNCH 

1:10 J. W. Nicks: "Our Source of Authority in 
Religion" 

2:10 J. Noel Merideth: "A New Gospel tor a New 
Age Not Needed" 

3:1 0 W. R. Craig: "Remove Not the Ancient 
Landmarks" No. 1 

4:00- 7:00 INTERMISSION FOR DINNER 
(ALUMNI MEETING) 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:30 Guy N. Woods: "God Hath Spoken" 

Wednesday, March 26, 1980 
8:30 Skip Andrews: "Handling Aright the Word of 

Truth" 
9:30 Mrs. Gerry Nicks: "Gems from James" 
9:30 Edward Ballard: "The Infallibly Safe Course" 

10:30 Glann Lee: "Trouble in Israel: What Causes 
It?" 

11 :30- 1 :10 INTERMISSION FOR LUNCH 
1:1 0 J. Noel Merideth: "Enemies of the Cross" 
2:10 John W. Barcus: "Walking by Faith" 
3:1 0 W. T. Hamilton: "Jesus Christ, the Great I Am" 
4:00- 7:00 INTERMISSION FOR DINNER 
7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:30 J. F. Camp: "Unchanging Gospel Principles" 

Thursday, March 27, 1980 
8:30 Sidney White: "The Word is Living and Active" 
9:30 Mrs. Gerry Nicks: "Gems from James" 
9:30 Jim Franks: "Contending for the Faith" 

1 0:30 Robert R. Taylor: "Whosoever Transgresseth" 
(2 John 9 -11) 

11 :20- 1 :10 INTERMISSION FOR LUNCH 
1:1 0 J. W. Nicks: "The Last Will and Testament of 

Christ" 
2:1 0 Guy F. Hester: "The Certified Gospel" 
3:10 W. R. Craig: "Remove Not the Ancient 

Landmarks" No. 2 
4:00- 7:00 INTERMISSION FOR DINNER 
7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:30 W. T. Hamilton: "The Gospel Is Still Adapted 

to Man" 



HAVE WE CHANGED? (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 

Non-Sectarian Chr istianity 
Religious reformat ion often begins as 

a reaction against excesses. Such was true 
of the early leaders of the Restoration 
Movement. They personally tasted the 
bitter fruits of extreme sectarianism and 
issued a call for reform. And if sectarian
ism was wrong, it followed that non
sectarian Christianity was t he answer. 
At that time they had not yet t hought 
through the implications of this position 
but the germinal concept of undenomina~ 
tional Christianity is evident in the early 
documents of the movement. 

Christian Union 
The early reformers reasoned that if 

sectarianism is wrong, the people of all 
faiths should unite. The Declaration and 
Add1·ess is essentially a unity document. 
These men assumed that there were Chris
tians in all denominations and called them 
to leave their respective bodies to unite 
in Christ. A fuller understanding of con
version, especially as it relates to bap
tism, modified their initial position, but 
the unity plea continued to be stressed. 

Authority of the Scriptures 
Human creeds were r ejected by t he re

formers as incompatible with non-sectar
ian Christianity. But somehow authority 
must be established and the :restoration 
leaders took their stand squarely upon 
the word of God and that alone. Only it 

could determine their faith and practice. 
They became people of the Book. The view 
that the common man could interpret the 
word for himself appealed strongly to 
people in a self-reliant societey. 

Res toration of the Ancient Order 
From absolute biblical authority it was 

a short step to the restoration concept. In 
the 1820's Alexander Campbell wrote a 
lengthy series of articles in the Ch1·istian 
Baptist entitled, "A Restoration of the 
Ancient Order of Things." He examined 
primitive Christianity from every angle 
with t he object of returning to the 
original faith. Restoration was now 
viewed as t he means to achieve Christian 
uni ty. If a ll men would abandon their 
creeds and unite on the Bible alone, would 
they not find true unity? There were 
practical problems, but throughout the 
nineteenth century the twin goals of union 
and restoration were emphasized. 

Christian Liberty 
Doctrinal disagreements inevitably 

arose. All agreed that the Scriptures pro
vide the answe1-s, but what happens when 
we draw different conclusions from 
read ing the same word? The unwilling
ness of the average man of that day to 
have his thoughts fettered coupled with 
tho biblical teaching on Christian liberty 
in Romans 14 convinced the reformers that 
there must be room for disagreement. "In 
opinions liberty." Thomas Campbell ex
pressed the matte r. There developed will
ingness to bear with one another in spite 
of differences. 

Y'fe will n ext compare these principles 
w1th our contemporary thinking and 
practice. 
P. 0. Box 21816, Milwaukee, WI 53221 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products tor the Thrifty 
Con g r egation or Chris tian School 

Plca.se w ri te or oa.ll for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Dx 8300 Ed Wilson 
Wnco, Tcxna '1&710 (81'1) '1'12- 1104 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

liY rile or call for in/ormatiotl 

BILL MIN ICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth , Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/429-1403 

MISSION MISSISSIPPI 
The "Magnolia State" joins with 

Dr. George S. Benson of Harding University 
March 21, 1980 7 :30P.M. 

$200,000 DAY 
for 

MAGNOIJA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 

Dr. George S. Benson, Preside nt Emeritus and Emeritus Professor of Bible, Harding University, will speak to 16 area dinners 
throughout Mississippi by way of conference telephone calls from the MBC Campus. Our goa/ is to raise $200,000 in cash, 
pledges, land, trusts, etc. 

Magnolia Bible College is a four·year Bible College holding Applicant Status for Accreditation with the ~m~rican Association 
of Bible Colleges (AABC), Provisional Accreditation with the Mississippi Commission on College Accred1tat10n, and approval 
by the St ate Approving Agency for Veterans Benefits. 

DINNER LOCATIONS AND CHAIRMEN 
Batesville ............. . ..... ... .. .. . .. .. Jim Fortune 
Cleveland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Brister 
Greenwood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doug Segars 
Southhaven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David George 

Tom Chi lders 
Booneville . . .. . ........ .... . . ... .... .... .. Jim Archer 
Tupelo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clyde Mize 

Robert Kingsley 
Amory ..................... ...... ..... Jim Chamblee 
louisville ......... .. . . ..... . ........ .... . John Poore 

Kosciusko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Pigg 
Vicksburg ..... . .... . ... .. .. ... . ........ John Gardner 

Les Ferguson 
Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . larry Sheehy 
arookhaven ......... ..... ............ .. .. Randy Kea 
Natchez ..... . ...... ....... .... ..... . .. . . Joe Nichols 
Hattiesburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Stegal 
Gulfport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phil Spruill 
Pascagoula ........................... Doug Greenway 

CECIL MAY, J R. 
President Designate 
(May, 1980) 

BILL LAMBERT 
Interim President 
a nd Academic Dean 

JOHN POORE 
$200,000 Day 
Chairman 
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MISSION WORK CONTINUES TO 
EXPAND 

J. C. Choate 
I am off for Singapore; Colombo, Sri 

Lanka; and New Delhi, India for another 
period of work. 

In Singapore we are involved in a 
large literature program where we are 
printing 100 boolis in a five-year period. 
To date a total of· 34 books has come from 
the press. 

A year and a half ago property was 
bought in Colombo, Sri Lanka and a 
meeting house is now under construction. 
Brother Reggie Gnanasundaram serves as 
their preacher. There are several other 
congregations in and around Colombo. 

When I reach New Delhi, brethren Sun
ny David of Delhi, Joshua Goo tam of 
Kakinada, P. R. Swamy of Bangalore, and 
John Chandy of Quilon will be joining. 
me to record another series of radio pro
grams. At this time we have 18 weekly 
broadcasts on the air in five of the major 
languages of India. We are also printing 
literature in these different languages, 
having one of the largest literature pro
grams representing the churches of Christ 
in any mission field in the world today. 

We are in the process of working with 
brethren in Thailand and the Philippines 
to begin similar literature efforts in those 
countries. 

Here in Winona Bro. and Sis. R. L. 
Stewart have come to help us with this 
work. The Stewarts have given many 
years of their lives in working with some 
of our Christian colleges, assisting con
gregations on several of the Hawaiian 
Islands, and in teaching in countries such 
as Afghanistan and Lebanon. 
Burton Drive, Winona, Mississippi 38967 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one--year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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TULSA SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 
MARCH 27-29 

"GO MAKE DISCIPLES" will be the 
theme for the Fifth Annual Tulsa Inter
national Soul Winning Workshop. Terry 
Rush (Tulsa), David Powers (West Vir
ginia), Parker Henderson (Trinidad), 
Dick Marcear (Texas), and Marvin Phil
lips (Tulsa) will be keynote speakers 
each night. 
The workshop is sponsored this year by 
the Garnett Road Church of Christ, 3434 
S. Garnett Road, Tulsa, Okla. 74145. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

! PLANNING TO BUILD? I 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18th year of successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in plannin•g toward construction orf ryour new building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . • . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Oolumbine Place P. 0. Box 40289 [ 
~ (615) 888-2813 Nashvllle, Tennessee 8'1204 ~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law -book" tan buckram, the 1979 bound volu,me of the 
Firm Foundtlltion will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pS~ges of history of what h&ppened and what w.as 
\Vritten durln.g the year. Only a llmtted number have been bound. Get 
yours Wlhile they are availaible. Price $10.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1978 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

For Less Than o 

$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

1 Year--$10.00 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 4, 1980 
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WE INVITE YOU TO THE FOURTH ANNUAL 

MIDWEST SOUL WINNING 
WORKSHOP 
EAST PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

JULY 10, 11, 12, 1980 
THEME: 

SPEAKERS: 

ALAN BRYAN 
G. P. HOLT 
MARVIN PHILLIPS 

MARVIN BRYANT 
RON GHOLSTON 
CAROL MONROE 
WAYNE MONROE 
PAUL PAPE 
PHIL POWERS 
RICHARD RODGERS 
TERRY RUSH 
BOB SHANKS 
CARL WADE 
LAVERNE WADE 
DICK WEBBER 
DEBBIE YOUNG 
NICK YOUNG 

AND OTHERS 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 

FOR LODGING CONTACT 

MAX MAYES 
209 Oak Wood Circle 

Washington, Illinois 61571 
Phone 1-309-444-3638 

EAST PEORIA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
520 Arnold Road 

East Peoria, Illinois 61611 
Phone 1-309-699-4664 
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HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL TO 
HOLD PREACHERS AND ELDERS 

FORUM 

The Work and Function of Preachers 
and Elders will be the theme of Harding 
Graduate School's fourth annual Preach
ers' Forum on Tuesday, April 22 in Mem
phis. The first speech will begin at 9:00 
a.m. and the las~ at 4:15 p.m. Guy N. 
Woods, Dowell Flatt, J ack Lewis, J ames 
0. Baird, Marvin Phillips, Harold H aze
li p and Reuel Lemmons will discuss ~he 
following topics : "Greek Word Stud1es 
on the Function and Authority of Elders," 
"Greek Word Studies on the Function and 
Authority of Preacher s," "Elders as Lead
ers Rather Than Commanders," "Elders 
Have Authority By Divine Decree," "The 
Preacher Has No Authority," "The 
Preacher is a Leader," and "The Preacher 
Has Authority." 

Everyone is invited. 
For further information, contact Dr. 

Harold Hazelip, Dean, 1000 Cherry Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38117. 

YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 
SET FOR JULY 26-AUGUST 1 

The annual attendance at the Y.F.E. 
soars to over 6,000 each year constituting 
the largest gathering of Christians on the 
West Coast. Our next theme is, "1980- A 
TIME TO HARVEST." Confirmed s peak
ers and teachers include: Ma1·vin PhiUips, 
Landon Satmders, V. B. Black, R eucl 
Lemmons, Gerald Paden, Harold Hazelip, 
Joe Barnett, Jimmy Allen, G. K. Wallace, 
John Gipson, Bill R ingold, Jim Bill Mc
lntee1·, Howa1·d White, John Banks, Cwrl 
Mitchell, J. P. SandeTs, Pattl J(ing, Melvin 
W eldon, Wayne Jackson, Bob White, and 
Trnman Scott. 

Accommodation information and reser
vations may be obtained by writing Mrs. 
Florence Johnston, 2049 Juanita Court, 
Modesto, Ca., 95350 or phoning (209) 521-
9727. The Y.F.E. is under the oversight 
of the East Ventura eldership, Ventura, 
Calif. Paul L. Methvin is the Director, 
P. 0. Box 3774, Ventura, CA. 93003. 

C. Ray Miller, Rector , AR. 72461 : Jim 
Woodell of Searcy was with us at 5th & 
Pine for "three Unus ual Days." Had good 
interest wi th one confessing wrongs. After 
living in Piggott fourteen years we moved 
to Rector in June to work with the Lord's 
people here. 

GLENN MELLOTI' 

On December 27th, Glenn Mellott died 
after a seven year struggle with heart 
disease and several hospitalizations. He 
was 50 years old, and had precahed t he 
God-inspired gospel for 28 years. 

Because of his heart condition, Glenn 
has been unable to work full-time for the 
last two years; however, he had been ser
ving the church in Defiance, Ohio. Pre
viously, he had preached for churches in 
S. Lyon and Sylvan Lake in Michigan, 
Salem, Indiana, and Alliance, Orville, and 
Rittman, Ohio. His first work was in 
Maumee, Ohio, where he worked to es
tablish that congregation. 

The Brighton Church has established 
a memorial fund to be given to Glenn's 
faithful wife, Lyla. This will help defray 
the excessive medical costs. Contribut ions 
can be sent care of: The Brighton Church 
of Christ, 6026 Rickett Rd., Brighton, 
MI 48116. 

Stanley E. Sayers, 1404 Main, Duncan, 
Oklahoma 73533 : We are now entering 
our thirt eenth year here in Duncan. Dur-

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3lh to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13lh years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968· 7847 

f -·-·- · -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-~~~~~~~-~-~~~-·-·-·-·-·-. 
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CHURCH PEWS 
At prices you can afford. 

Comfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 I .. -·-·-,-·-·-·-·-· 

ing this period of Lime I have preached 
for the church at Northside, have done a 
good deal of meeting work and produced 
several books. I have meeting time for 
those who may be interested and also am 
speaking to young people in the needful 
field of Christian Evidences. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/ 884-6287 or 512/ 882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
g roup rate 

Fred M. Selby 

Gmi&lll&J 
CHURCH 

FINANCING 
P. 0. Box 7174, Amarillo, Texas ?9109 

Before you decide about church 
fi nancing, check us out. You will 
see savings, flexibility and a 
sincere effort toward excellence. 

CALL 
(806) 359-4046 

or write for free finance information: 

CHURCH ______________ _ 

Address-----------
Ciry ______ Srare ___ _ 
Name Zip __ _ 

Need$ 
0 immediate 0 within a year 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 4, 1980 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad•·ertlsiug In this NccUon 51.00 per line. DeHigncd esJ•eclull y to n ccommodnte 

cuu ,::r c gntions ndvcrthdng rnceting Jl l nccs, Jlrcnch ct·H seekin g ,,·orlc or conFregn
tlom• Hceking JorcncherH. Also other n cceptnbl c mnttcr. 

BEAR VALLEY CH URCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL ST U DIES 

Preaching-P ersonal E vangelism- Missions 
E.~ceJ)tional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. A11proved 
Leonard l\L Gray- Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
F OR'l' HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Souths ide Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minis ter. Phone 
634-60 12. Sun . 9:30 & 1 0:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.l\1., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAlill"\VOOD C HURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngficld Ct. 
Tel e .: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For S e rvice Times 
'J'ranslaLion for Deaf. Pau l W. H ail, Evn n . 
Preacher wanted for congrcgMion of 60-70 allen
dance. New modern building with J)artial su pport 
of S 100 to S500 a month at present lime,. Locat.ed 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yoscm1te. Wrote 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338. Phone (209) 
966-2166. 
OIUNA\ VA, JAI'AN. Help u s watch for 
s ouls o f C h ristians o n O l<l nawa. Send n ame/ 
organization to: Elder s . C hurch o! Chris t, 
PO B ox 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLING'l'ON, VA., !!0 N. In·Ju~ S t., c o rn e r 
o f Irving & Arlington B l vd. (Rt. 50 ) . Con
venie nt to nation's cap i tal & historic N. V a. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:3 0 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.~t Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For tra n s porta tion--directions ph. 528-0535 
o r 941-1585. Worshi p with u s -Enjoy a 
S piritua l Feast . 
CHATJIA~I. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-6 35-6810 or 
201 - 635-26 88. 
ALASICA - ANCHOR AGE CHURCH OF 
CURIS'l' 2700 De Barr Rd. 'Will contact 
relatives ~r friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 31 4, Anchorage, Alas ka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG 
11300 Dublln Rond 

Plens nnton, Cn llfornJn 9 4566 
J a m es W . Ferguson. Sr .. Director 

M)WWOR SHIP ON I S LAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAWAll Ph. 332- 8628 or \Vrlte Charles 
Cool<, Churc h o! C h r is t. P.O. Box 30'49, 
Lihuo. H I . 96766. 
Seattle, \ VA N ortlnveat Chu rch of Christ 
1147 N. 81st St. 98105. It you know s ome
o n e moving to t h e G reater Seattl e aren 
drop us a line, o r c a ll GH-1320. We will 
con tact them. 
P R ESCOTT. ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vern~n. Bible 
study, 9:30: Worsh ip, 10:30 & 6. Ideal ch ma.te for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growmg, 6 
good ciders. Ted Cline U•lin.), 445·5190 or 445-
3722. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Tnped courses for PREACHER:TEACHER 
t raining and other c lasses on tupe. Wrtte for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching E xtension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN IA 
CENTRAL CH U RCH OF CHRIST 

12th a nd Hoover S treets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P .M. 
Minis ters: Lewis Fris by, 7 1<1 -622-2586 ; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation. in a den sely popu
lated New England city lookmg for a ded•cnted 
man with preaching , teachin g, a nd s pnrkplug "'!Pa
biiities. Some e.~vcrience necessary . H ouse ~rov•ded 
and some support. Reply to Church o f Ch rts t. 284 
Montgomery S t .. Chico1>ee. Mass. 01020. 
ll E J.IGIOUS DOOI\:S ROUGII'I'. For detail l s 
S.A.S.E. \oVayne Stephen s , Box 1234, Rus ton, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CI'I'Y. CA.LIFORNIA Vnlley Ch u rch o f 
Chr!Ht. Co m e visit u s. P h one 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young con greStation. with new nuditorium to J~ny 
for. n(.'(!(.)s mature ag~ressive mnn who can provtdc 
his own s u pport for t he first couple years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. \V. Hampton 
Road. P.O. Box 12149, P a r kville, Mo. 64 152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membersh!P directory of _the 
Lord"s Church where you wo;shtp. Speedy ser v1cc. 
rcasonnblo price. Sen d for mformn~aon nnd ~rcc 
sample d irectory. Sonnglcr Church D~rectory_ Pr~nt
ing Se~-vi co. P .O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 9oG03 or 
cali (91 G) 886-5776. 

l\IETRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789·•17•19 

lilac Ba r tee. Evi1n .:elist 
WE IW BIN D CHERIS HED BIBU:S- write for free 
lcaUICI' samples nn<.l J)rices. Bible Bindery, Box 21180. 
Abilene. Te.~as 7960~. 

You ng man wanted !or youth and personal work 
in n rnoidly growing congregation o ( three h undred 
pius. Must be very sou nd in fnith with proven 
leadersh ip ability and good references. Salary com
mensurate with quali fications. Send resume to 
Mag nolia Center Church of Christ. P .O. Box 2346, 
R ivers ide, California 925 16 (or cnli Dr. L ee a t 
1-71 4-78•1-2854 or 1-7 14-684-311 0) . 
E VANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E . Jllorgnn Ave., 
U. S. <100 E " st OpJIOHite IC-1\Inrt. Office 477-
:1!!71. Robby \Vad e, !Uln, <170-4050. 
~Jonterrey, l'll exJco ; A , ·c, F untllclone8 100 

.. A" OTE. Frace. Uuenos A ires 
Tel. : 55-55-1 1 

Da,·id Cardenas, E''nngelis ta 
Wante<l: l"uli time P rea cher, who cnn pro,·ide his 
own suppo•·t for the first couJ)Ie yenrs . Smali con 
gregation needs nn aggt·essivc _r1nn w illing lo wo1·k. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. "1' 3, Box 3620. F or ks. 
W a sh. 98331. 206-374-6845. ..l 
Ch urch wi thout e iders seekin g man w ith maturity 
and experience to bo a fu ll-l ime co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a cotlcJ{e town o( 12.000: pnly congregat ion in 
a valley of 25.000. Bu ilding ndcauntc for substantia l 
g rowth. Opportunity to be involved in a s ig nifir nnt 
leadersh ip role. particularly in nreas of " shepherd
in<>;" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph . 
4: 11-16) for more eCCective utiliwtion of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and emng elism. We can pro
vi,le partial support. Church of Christ. P .O. Box 
260, La Grande. OR 97850: ph. ( fJ03 ) 963-3937 . Tf no 
answer. cnll Obert Henderson, evangelist . 963-901 8 
or one of the following numbers : 53•1·5023: 963-
64~4 or 963-9035. 
A'l"'''N. M ILl TARY UPTOWN CHURCH OF' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9: 30 & 10: 30 a nd G:OO P.M. Wr<l . 7:00 
P .M. Call 883-2550 or W. P . J olly. Min. 7%-2311. 

FOR SALE 
351 Plastic P added 0 J>ern Chairs in fine cond ition . 
38 rows o f 6: 17 rows of 7: 2 pulpit chairs with 
2 ench. ·li st & Ave. T. Temple. Tx i6501. P hone: 
8 17-778-1708. 
Evnngoli~t n eeded to work with n s mall. cstahlishN1 
con.R"rcgnt ion in boom ing Ari7.onn. Ncccl mnturc man 
w ith experience. P lense con tnct: Sunset Chtu·ch of 
Christ. 1308 W est Blodgett, Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
88220. 
Camp manager needed for P ettijohn Sprin~r~ Chri_s
tinn Cnmp. Madi ll. Okla . Must have expenence Ill • 
business m nnngemcnt nn<l Chrhttinn cnm oing . H ouse 
nncl Hlilit ies provifled. Son<l re umc nnd refe ren ces 
to : J im Conrad. Rt. I. Box 75. Madil l. Ok ln. 73446. 

~OUTH MAlN- RA YTOWN. TEXAS 
South lllnin Church of Christ 11 01 S. M:tin. 
Joseph D. Brymer. Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Su"' . 9:00 & 9:5& A.M. & 6:00 P.M .. W ed. 7 :00 
P.M. 
T he l!iro Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
p reach er between t he :tges of 30 nnd 50. mn rricd 
and with 1>reaching e'<perience. Call 1817\ 79f>-4509 
or s<'nd resume to J . T. Leonar!l. Rt. 3, Hi co. Texas 
76457. - -------

NURSI NG HOME ADMIN ISTRATOR 
AVAILABLE 

5 yen t'H cxp. lookin g for a c:ongregntion t hnt is 
ac tive in sha ring t heir faith, one thnt works l?
gethcr a nd prays together outside of t he worshiP 
service. W ife has MSW and experience with chil
d ren 's home-may or may not be available for work. 
Ray Reiss, Apt. 107, 10120 11th St .. No. St. Pete., 
F la. 33702. Tel: 8 13-577-3975. 
SUMMER CAJ\1P FOR RENT1 in Colorado Rocky 
Mount.nins , 30 miles from P ueblo. Excellent for 
youLh cmnp. bus progrnm cnmJ,_fnmily re.trent or 
sem ina r. Capacity 80 campers plus sta ff. 'l. ou sul,'
n1Y et1uention director, teachers. cou nselors. cook s 
helncrs n nd progrnm . We J'H'Ovidc fnciHties. food. 
camp d i rectot·. cook ancl Color·f\(10 suns hine. RaW: 
S?OO/day or $ 1200/week minimum foo· 30 campel's
o; S•IO/wcek per cnm11er. Con tact Dr. Darryl 
Pro,·i nce, Church of Christ. 611 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorudo. 81004 . P hone 303-5•12-•1222. 
WANTED: Full t ime preacher. House furni~hed. 
San Benito. Texas. Contact Luther W. Arch1buid 
nt 5 12-399-1732 after 5:00P.M.:----:--:-:---::-= 
FU'i'l'tiinc preacher ncedecl for n mission nren 
cong-regation. ' Ve nrc a conureuntion of four fa m
ilies ·which begnn meeting aboUt one year ngo .. 'Vc 
hnve a small building nnd arc self SUllllOrtonl('. 
' Vc cnn offer som~ support but not fu.ll s.uoport. 
Contact· Church of Christ. 9·10 N . lll1am1 Ave .. 
Sidney,· Ohio 45365 . P hone: (623) 492·1772 o•· 
492-6083. 

VUlllA , ARIZ., 651 \V. ::!SHo St. S unda y 
lO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p .m. P h. 344-3750 

For Sale : 5 fenced acres on T exas H ighway 16 
011J>Osite ;\f edi nn Children 's H ome. Call 713-442-3130. 
\Vn~<hln!,"'ton, D.C. area 20 minutes from 
our n a tion's capi tal, Church of Chris t, 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria , Vlrglnta 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971- 4147 
Ma1·1c N. Hicks, Evangelis t. ' 
RE'l' IRE in beauti ful. healthy Sedona , nml serve the 
Lord in a growin~ church . J nfo rmntio n pack avail
able : Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340, 

FOR SALE 
New and u sPd chur c h buses 

Sc h ool Bus Exchange Phon e 226-19 18 
Dallas. T exas 

CAMP LEJEUNE li!ARINE BASE and J ACKSON
V ILLE. N .C. Church of Clol'i8t , l11 R oosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576. Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 3•17-1805. 
CHURCH BUSES-N ew-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Y enr s Exp e ri e nce i n bus tra n s portati on. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd.. Dallas, TX 
75216 ( 214) 371- 5049. 
Expel'icn ced nnd educated (iosJ)c l ))reacher desires 
prcnchinJ.: or personal wor-k J)o~ition in or around 
l{an~ulS City area. Contact Jim llurdin. 134 N . L awn • 
Knn•n• City, Mo. 64123 or call 1- 16-483-9609. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Con~id ct· a ~rowi ng. receptive. ca s;:er. active, 
lhou ghtful communi ty. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT . Mi lo Bentley, 1-602·778-3 188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21. P RESCOTT VALL EY 
R EA LTY. P. O. BOX 54 17, liW Y 69 1· 602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZON A 86312. 

ExJ)cr-icnced and tledicnted Spnnish~speaking nr~'lch
c t· wants to locate in Texn~. J,.sus V. Currillo , 2434 
S. A11mny Ave .. Ch icago, I ll. G0623 (312) 277-0625. 

Congrc).tntion in Nort.h Central \Viseonsin is !;Ceking 
a doctrinally sound. experienced preacher. Atten
dance runs between 80-1 00 wit.h g reat potentia l for 
growth. We h:we full support available. P lease send 
resumo to Church of Christ, Box 671, lllnrshfieid, 
WT. 5•1449 or phone (715) 387-4•17•1 or 659-2327. 

BLANK VIDEO TAPE W HOLESALE! T o non
J>I'ofi t ministries o nly. W•·ite to BIB LE V ID EO 
NEWS. Box 2087, Santa Clnrr1, CA 95051. 

I' REAC H ER W •\ N TED 
Chu•·ch of Chr iMt, Spl'ingfield . Ver mont needs full 
li mo IH'CltCher . MarTiccl m an. llavc e lders and 
dcncons . Average a t tendance of 123. Send resume 
a nd I'Cferences to E idei'S, Church of Christ, P .O. Box 
160. Springfield. Vermont 05166. 

I NVESTIGATE! Tl•e F irm F oundntlon 
trle" to screen nd,·ertl ,.ln~. n n d will not 
lcnowln~Jy toke ques tlonnble nd•·ertlsln~. 
Lint It IH t h e ren•ler's reMJlOnRihlllty to ln
\'CHtl~o::atc . LIJcc nuy othe r JUtJ•er . \Ve NOn-•e
ti.JuCH unn·lttln~ty run nu unn·orthy nd. 
A.H th e ol d s::ayJng gocl!llt before you tn,·est, 
lnvc8th:nte l 

Paul Gray, 613 Dale Avenue, Clarks
burg, W.Va. 26301, J a nuary 16, 1980: 
During 1979 I preached a total of 444 
t imes including 313 on the radio a nd at 
s ix funeral services. Or.ly nine responded 
publicly to the invitation but other s did as 
a r esult of lhe ra dio program. I preached 
in four gospel meetings, t hree in West 
Virginia and one at South Holland, Il
linois. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"He lping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2•;2 mi les NW of Kingsla nd, Tex~s 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes H1ll 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEAC~· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Ava il· 
a b le for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the g rowth of the 
Church. Non-profit, ope n for use year around. 
For information, booking or reserva tions, Call : 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
15 ENRICHING DAYS 

T wo Ways To See The 
HOLY LANDS 

FLY-CRUISE 
JUNE 16-30, 1980 

FLY 
JULY 16-30, 1980 

• JERUSALEM 
• BETHLEHEM 
• JERICHO 
• JORDAN RIVER 
• NAZARETH 

George Bailey 
Clem Thurman 
Dillard Thurman 
Eugene Smith 
Frank Swain 
John Shero 

VISITING 

ISRAEL, GREECE, TURKEY, EGYPT, JORDAN 
• DEAD SEA 
• MASADA 
• SEA OF GALILEE 
• CAPERNAUM 
• BETHANY 

•ATHENS 
• CORINTH 
• EPH ESUS 
• PERGAMUM 
•ISTANBUL 

LECTURES BY 
Dr. John Willis 
Dr. Herbert Rideout 
Maxie Boren 
Arnold Watson 
H arold Taylor 
Melvin Wise 

Dr. Tom Albright 
Bill Hilton 
Roger Jea l 
Willie Lockert 
Ralph Casey 
Sam Hill 

• CAIRO 
• PYRAMIDS 
• LUXOR 
• PETRA 
•AMMAN 

Don De Lukie 
Winston Atkinson 
D avid Davidson 
John Green 
Paul Barnhill 
Leo Powers 

~--------------------------------------------~--------------------------------
FOWLER TOURS MEDITERRANEAN-HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
JUNE 16·30, 1980 

OVER 1200 

HAPPY PASSENGERS 

HAVE TAKEN 

THESE TOURS! 

13101 PRESTON RD., :411 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75240 
(214) 387-3081 JULY 16-30, 1980 

___ YES I'm interested! Please send free descriptive brochure. 

Name ___ ___ _______________ ______ _ __ 

Address ---- ----- --------------·----· 

City -------------- State ------- Zip - ---
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FIFTEEN C HRI STIAN WOMEN comprised this group of "Campaigners" 
in London. Led by Richard Hale of El Paso, the group was instrumental in 
helping to start two new congregations in South London. "Campaigners" 
havo provided Christians an opportunity to use their talents in spreading 
the gospel. What they learn in Campaign work they can communicate to 
their home congregations for neighborhood work. 
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Our Neighbor 
Our neighbor to the south of us-Mexico-fell among 

thieves a few hundred years ago as the Spanish con
quered the country, and stripped her of her wealth, 
plundered her land and branded for centuries her cul
ture and people. Like all other Latin American coun
tries, she has l~in for a long time in the ditch, bleeding 
and half dead. 

But Mexico is emerging. If we will play the part of 
the Samaritan a vital connection might be made that 
could have profound significance in the history of the 
Western hemisphere. Progress is being made unbeliev
ably fast, and Mexico may yield a powerful influence 
in world affairs in the future. 

We are thankful for the privilege of speaking recently 
at the graduation exercises of the Monterrey School of 
Preaching. It was the first such graduation, and seven 
capable men received diplomas after completing an 
intensive two year training course. 

David Cardenas, T, a graduate of Sunset and a 
native of Monterrey conducts the school. Mexican 
preachers of other congregations in Monterrey teach 
there. 

In 1974 David graduated from Sunset and returned 
to Monterrey where his father has preached for many 
years. He went into the poorest of the poor sections of 
the city to begin a congregation. His first convert was 
a man without legs, who lived as a squatter in a wire 
chicken coop, around whose sides and top he had 
fastened cardboard. A benevolent government had giv
en him a squatters deed to the small hillside lot on which 
the chicken pen was located. He made his living, such 
as it was, by peddling a three wheel bicycle with his 
hands while he picked up bits of scrap paper and glass 
which he sold. 

The new convert later offered the front half of his 
squatters lot if the small church could build on it. The 
church refused the offer, but did agree to build a 10x12 
foot cinder block meeting house with the understand
ing that when they outgrew it, the building would be
come his home. He lives in it today. 

The church, after only five years numbers 120 mem
bers, and is one of the largest in Mexico. Their building, 
also on a donated lot across the street, has been enlarged 
three times, and they are now starting on the construc
tion of a building that will seat 400. The church owns 
adequate adjacent land for expansion. 

In that section of Monterrey, in 197 4, there were no 
phones, no water, no sewer, no streets. Houses were built 
of cast off scraps. The government has greatly up
graded the area and the church has lifted living 
standards of the people to an amazing degree. These are 
the first fruits of the gospel in Sierra Ventana. 
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t'wo years ago Brother Cardenas began the preacher 
school. His students have managed to go to school, 
after quitting lucrative jobs. Each has preached almost 
every week, and that without charge to the church. 
David owns his own home, his own car, and plans to 
spend his life with the training school. They would 
lay down their lives for him. Over 400 attended the 
graduation. The love and unity of the "family" was a 
beautiful thing to see. Over forty Mexican preachers 
from all over Mexico attended. 

The Mexican church put on a graduation program 
that would be a credit to any of our preacher schools 
in the U.S. The program had dignity and decorum as 
becomes a graduation exercise. It was a serious and 
caring group of Christians who were there because 
they loved the church and wanted to see it grow in 
Mexico. 

For many years we have been going into Latin 
America, and have had a part in the beginning of the 
church in more than one Central or South American 
country. Through the Pan American Lectureship we 
have tried to encourage church growth, and have tried 
to direct the attention of the church in the U.S. to Latin 
America. It is a real source of satisfaction to see the 
work in Mexico prospering and to meet personally the 
many Mexican preachers who attended, and took pride 
in the event. They can be justly proud of the Monterrey 
effort. The church is growing in Mexico. Leadership 
is being produced, and evangelism is making headway. 
Monterrey is a city of two and a half million people. 
We have seven congregations there, and within a few 
years we will have many, many more. All seven grad
uates of the school plan to remain in Monterrey and 
help the church to grow there. 

Monterrey churches, like most others, have received 
American assistance in the past. The Austin A venue 
church in Brownwood has helped Brother Cardenas in 
Sierra V entana, but only enough to encourage the 
church there to help itself. It is a grave mistake for 

·American churches to assume the position of a "Pa
tron" over any native effort anywhere, and to provide 
it with everything. We can help the work along by pro
viding just enough aid to make things possible for the 
local people. They will be encouraged to do the rest. 
This has been Brownwood's policy; and we believe 
a good one. 
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Why is it that we have relegated the 

mission of the church to an optional pro
gram? Why have we placed mission work 
as an either /or program of work in the 
church? 

No few churches today h ave lost th e 
spirit of evangelism, the spirit of reach
ing out to conquer the kingdom of dark
ness. We keep on s inging "Send the 
Light" when really all we are doing is 
sittin' tight. Churches are dying on the 
vine because they have isolated, intro
verted and enclosed themselves within 
brick a nd mortar. And they do not want 
to come out, out of their citadel of se
curity. 

On the other hand, there are those 
churches which have caught the spirit of 
sending saints to the s in soiled fields of 
the world. They have learned what Chris
tianity is all about. They are leading to 
conquer, not to be conquered by spiritual 
lethargy. What have they done to capture 
such a thrust? I s it fantastic programs? 
Some big organized project? No. It's just 
doing Christianity. And doing Christianity 
is discipling the nations as we go about. 
These churches have become intently 
aware of four basic principles. 

Awareness of Divine Commands 
Go-into-all-the-world-and-preach-the-gos

pel-to-every-creature" should mean more 
to us than just exciting reading. It has 
to do with living, Christian living. It ex
presses a way of life. And that way of 
life should characterize any who would 
dare call themselves "Christian." 

When we accepted the Christ, we ac
cepted his commands. You can't have one 
without the other. Sure, there are those 
refrigerated pew warmers today who de
sire the t itle Christian but detest the 
activity that comes along with the calling. 
But what good to God is an individual 
who calls himself after Christ but not 
after what Christ calls us to do? 

Yes, Jesus is the saviour of the world. 
Yes, only in his name is there salvation. 
Yes, those who do not obey him will be 
condemned to an agonizing Devil's hell. 
And yes, it is by his gospel, his word, 
that men can save themselves. "Whoso
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." Now- and listen to this-

Building a Mission Spirit 
ROGER E. DICKSON 

you tell Paul how one is going to do that 
calling without a preacher? 

It is time that Christians realize that 
they are God's only hope of reaching the 
hell-doomed world. It is time that those 
"go commands" of God's word be engrafted 
into our monastery type Christianity that 
we might be transformed by the renewing 
of our heart. We must become aware of 
these commands, aware of the fact that 
they apply to us individually, not to some 
paid clergy that we expect to obey them 
for us. 
Awareness of the Holy Spirit's Examples 

I do believe that there are those today 
in the church who would think that J esus' 
commands to evangelize the world were 
unrealistic and impossible if it were not 
for an inspired record of those who ac
tually did fuLfill those commands in the 
first century. The fact that they did so 
exactly what Jesus commanded forever 
crushes any excuses we may have for not 
doing such. 

Those first Christians somehow caught 
the spirit of world evangelism. It was 
"every day in the temple and at home" 
that "they ceased not to teach and to 
preach Jesus as the Christ." And when 
they were scattered by persecution, they 
"went about preaching the word." Yes, 
they did what we say can't be done. They 
evangelized the world in their generation. 

But what those f irst Christians did with 
camels and sandals we can't do with cars 
and airliners. The thing is, no one told 
them they couldn't do it. The problem 
today is, the church is overloaded with 
knit-pickers, knockers and no-no birds. 
And if we don't, they say, those ignorant 
savages in darkest Africa 'vill somehow 
be saved anyhow. I pray God gives us a 
double portion of grace at the judgment 
for such thinking. 

Awareness of the Needs 
Congregations of the Lord's church 

throughout the world must be ma de aware 
of the tremendous need of world evangel
ism. The world's population is presently 
above 4.2 billion people. It is growing at 
a rate of over seventy million every year. 
By the year 2019 the R eade1·'s Digest 
Almanac says that the world will be pop
ulated with eight billion souls. Who will 
evangelize these people? The "stateside 
mission mania" of many brotherhood 
churches would indicate that we could 
car e less about evangelizing these people. 
Why? 

Much of the problem is centered around 
the fact that we have let the "retreating 
attitude" of the American society reach 
i ts cold fingers into the heart of the 
evangelistic church. "Don't get involved 
in any more wars!" "Shut down our 
foreign military bases !" Bring our boys 
home!" So cries the American public. But 
a lso, so cries the people of the church 
which was a decade ago the fastest grow
ing religious body in America. The follow
ing statement was made in a recent 

Reade1·'s Digest article entitled "It's Time 
to Stop America's Retreat." Has the 
church been infected with the "retreat
ism" expressed by this article? 

Can our values ever really flourish 
in a world where the United States is 
in retreat? So far, our Western free
doms have represented a mere blip in 
in history. There is no guarantee they 
will survive, but "the chances will worsen 
if we predicate that our children will 
live in a world where the Soviet Union 
is the most powerful military force 
on earth, and if we and our Western 
friends are perceived internationally as 
either "in retreat" or impotent. No
vember 1979, p. 88). 

Is the church impotent? Is the church of 
our Lord in America in ret?·eat? It is esti
mated that two billion people in the world 
have never heard the name of J esus. Is 
"retreat" going to take that name to 
them? Are we impotent as far as taking 
the name to them? 

Awareness of the Results 
Churches need to be made aware of two 

results, the result of non-evangelism and 
the result of dedicated giving of oneself 
to the need. 

If we fail to evangelize this generation 
of the world, hell's gates will be broken 
wide open by the billions who will plunge 
headlong into damnation. Salvation is only 
in the gospel. And if the gospel is not 
heard and obeyed, condemnation r esults. 
But how can they hear without a preach
er? Paul a sked that question 1900 years 
ago. He asks it today, too. How shall 
they hear? Will we let this generation 
of the world pass through life unto death 
without ever having the opportunity of 
hearing the sweet name J esus? Will we? 

But what if we could turn the lethargy 
of the church around? What if we could 
encourage Christians to accept their r e
sponsibility to send out preachers by the 
thousands? And we can! If we could 
challenge just 1,000,000 members of the 
Lord's church to give 30¢ a day to world 
evangelism the results would be incredible. 
Remember, this 30¢ would be about the 
price of a cup of coffee, a candy bar, or 
an access trip in the car to the corner 
store. 

This 30¢ a day would be $2.10 a week 
or $108,000,000 a year given by these one 
million members. There would be enough 
funds here to support 10,00 new mission
ary fami lies on the field at $1500 a month. 
There would be enough money left to give 
each family $6000 for travel funds. There 
would also be funds to support 10,000 
single workers at $600 a month. 

With the funds left over, we could sup
port 20 key print shops with $500,000 a 
year. Five million dollars could be given 
for radio broadcasts, $5,000,000 could be 
g iven for Bible correspondence programs, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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How to Listen to a Sermon 
JIM HOLSTON 

Listening is a fine art which is proba:bly lost to most of us. 
In our high speed, high pressure society we are bombarded 
by hundreds of different messages every day. To cope with so 
many message of varying importance, we develop the ability 
to tune-out messages which seem of little value to us. We 
hear many messages, but listen to relatively few. 

All too often our tune-out system comes to worship with us. 
Have you ever heard a series of announcements and then 
realized that you managed to miss the very one you wanted to 
hear? Or even more to the point, have you ever heard a sermon 
and then forgotten what it was about the next day? We could 
blame this on our poor memories, and that is possible. Or we 
could blame it on the preacher, and that is possible too. You 
and I have as great a responsibility in hearing the word of 
God as the preacher has in proclaiming it. If either you or the 
preacher fail in your role in communication the end result is 
that you, the bearer, are harmed because you have failed to 
hear the word which is able to make you "wise for salvation." 
The following are some suggestions which will help improve 
our ability to listen to sermons. 

Listen Expectantly 
Expect something tremendous to happen in the sermon

expect to hear the word of God. Let the preacher know by your 
attention and attitude that you expect to hear God's word. Tell 
him if you are not hearing it. Most preachers are naturally 
influenced to some extent by the attitudes of their hearers. If 
the preacher senses that the congregation is excited by the pros
pect of hearing him proclaim the word, he will likely rise to 
the occasion. However, if he detects a couldn't-care-less atti
tude he will probably find it difficult to be enthusiastic. Listen 
expectantly and you will find that it aids you in listening and 
the preacher in proclaiming. 

Listen Intelligently 
Good listening takes effort. Concentrate on the message. 

Think about what is being said. It is so easy for any of us to 
allow our minds to wander during the worship period. We 
may drift from scenes in our childhood to images of our vaca
tion next month, or from the pennant race to Sunday dinner. 
None of these things help us in hearing the sermon. 

Taking notes on the sermon may help keep our attention 
focused. Listen for the main point (or points) of the sermon 
and write the~ down. Even if the sermon is not well organized 
there is usually some main idea the preacher is trying to pre
sent. In most sermons a familiar pattern will develop. First, a 
brief introduction (usually with a Scripture text) will be given. 
Second, two or more major points will be discussed in detail. If 
you can detect these main points you will have discovered the 
sermon's outline. Third, a brief conclusion and invitation will 
likely be given. While writing down the main points, also note 
the passages of Scripture used to support those points. 
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Listen Sympathetically 

Try to listen to the preacher with an open mind. Sometimes 
we may be so prejudiced toward a preacher that we do not even 
hear what he has to say. We may be guilty of tuning out a 
speaker before he has even started his message. Give him the 
benefit of the doubt; he may actually have something worth
while to say to you. 

Demonstrate common courtesy toward the speaker. When we 
are talking we expect others to be courteous to us. Anyone would 
be upset if the person he was talking to kept looking around 
the room and speaking to others instead of listening. How 
much more should this apply to hearing a message from God! 
When we play with the baby in the pew in front of us, pass 
notes, or continually whisper, we not only keep ourselves from 
hearing but we disturb others as well. We also tell the preacher 
in effect that his message is not worth hearing. Listen sym
pathetically. 

Listen Critically 

Please understand that when I say "listen critically" I am 
not advocating hyper-critical attitudes or criticism of the 
preacher's every move. Too much of that goes on now. Rather, 
I am suggesting that one analyze sermons, accepting what is 
good and rejecting what is bad. Too often we may be in danger 
of accepting what is false simply because we hold the speaker 
in high regard. No man stands as judge over the word of God, 
but each man and message must be judged by the word. Re
member, the preacher is human just as you are, and he too 
can sometimes be wrong. Each message must be judged by 
God's word. By all means accept the message if it is true, but 
first make sure it really is true. 

Learn to recognize the difference between good and bad 
preaching. There are at least two major questions to be asked 
when we hear a sermon. First, is the message true to the Bible? 
Is the Bible used simply as filler to support points contrived 
by the preacher, or is the Bible the real source of the message? 
Secondly, is the message relevant? Does the sermon say some
thing which is relevant to my needs? Does it say anything 
worth saying? 

Listen Obediently 

All of the other points are meaningless without this one. 
We must have the desire to apply the message to ourselves 
and to obey it. One who continually applies the message to "old 
brother Jones" has missed the whole point of listening. Our 
attitude toward the message should be one of humble submis
sion. When God speaks we must hear and obey. "But be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves." 

ISU Station, Box 1164, Ames, IA 60010 
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E. RAY JERKINS 

What do ¥OU expect from your marriage relationship? I am 
finding that many younger couples are experiencing difficul
ties in understanding the role relationship. As a marriage 
counselor, I am also seeing many older couples who are having 
great difficulty accepting a role that they have had thrust 
upon them for many, many years. 

Much of this difficulty and misunderstanding is under the 
title of "man's work and woman's work." When the couples 
marry, they often feel that there are some unwritten rules that 
govern and specifically define who does what around their 
bouse. I have never seen a set of rules which state women 
have certain things that they do and that it is therefore 
inappropriate for men to do them, and vice versa. Too often, 
the young people bring this set of rules into marriage. These 
guidelines are indelibly impressed upon their minds, probably 
by what they have seen in the homes where they were raised. 

I do not believe that the women's movement has caused 
this, but rather the entrance of women into the labor market. 
Presently, you have both husbands and wives working forty 
hours a week away from . the house. Many of these wives 
are expecting and even demanding that their husbands assume 
more of the responsibilities of the menial tasks of house
keeping that has to be done after a day's work away from home. 
Not all women find great delight in coming home from work 
and tackling the job of picking up after everyone, cooking 
supper, vacuuming, cleaning the bathroom, and other chores, 
while their mate reads the paper or watches T.V. This frus
tration upon her part often leads to anger, temper tantrums, 
pouting and ends with bitterness or a feeling of martyrdom. 
Then she may have difficulty relating to her husband sexually 
because she feels this is the only time he cares for her or is 
genuinely interested in her. 

In a good family relationship, we realize that both the 
husband and wife must display an interest in the house and 
that both have responsibilities that are not always fun and 
exciting, but they have to be done. 

I have beard many men say that their responsibilities are 
quite specific and definite. They define them as: 1) earn a 
living, 2) put food on the table, 3) a roof over their head, and 4) 
put clothes on their back! This could not be farther from the 
truth. It is a nice little cliche that we like to quote. 

In your marriage, you should discuss openly and clearly what 
is expected of each of you. The division of responsibility should 

be very equitabl~d will be if you make the judgments based 
on love and not selfishness;-Neither of you should expect your 
mate to wait on you or do all the work-and then you conduct 
yourself like the proverbial "star-boarder." The marriage bond 
means that you work together and therefore enjoy the fruits 
of your labor together. You are working TOGETHER for a 
successful home atmosphere that makes it an enjoyable love 
relationship. 

When both husband and wife are the breadwinners-bring 
home paychecks, there must be a very mature attitude mani
fested about bow the money is spent. The attitude should never 
be that one of the couple will exclusively make all of the 
decisions about HOW the money is spent. Even though you 
put your checks into the same account, both of you should 
have a voice in its spending. 

With this cooperative sharing attitude, the husband and wife 
are displaying their desire to work together for the benefit 
of their home. They are a part of each other and this includes 
sharing responsibilities and also the spending of your income. 
When this is done, there will be fewer problems in understand
ing your role, or responsibilities, in the home. 

As a marriage and family counselor, this is one of the 
things that does create some very serious problems. Often I 
find that this is at the very root of the so-called "sex problems" 
they are having. There are solutions to the daily work load at 
the house and once we realize that marriage is a partnership, 
then the couple can begin working together. They become a 
team striving to attain a common goal. 

In marriage counseling, I try to help a couple review the 
purpose of their home and why they established it originally. 
This is clearly a redefinition of the marriage goals and vows. 

Let me recommend this. If you are having problems at home 
along these lines, let me encourage you to sit down together, 
and as mature adults in a mature relationship, discuss the 
partnership aspect of your home. Be unselfish. Be considerate. 
Treat your mate like you would want them to treat you. Just 
apply the Golden Rule in this situation. 

If both of you will follow this advice and counsel, then you 
will soon see harmony and a greater degree of happiness re
turn to your home. Your house will become a home. I challenge 
you to try this. 

1916 Patterson St., Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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DANGER, THIN EIS! 

- by S. P. Finnell 

The proposition of the proverbial ice 
skater in relation to Acts 2:38 is tan
tamount to anyone who would seriously 
debate those who deny water baptism 
as being essential to the remission of 
sins. Let us view the various "skaters" 
and their theological affmity to the eis. 

How should the preposition, eis, be 
translated from Greek to English? 
There are prolific groups of skaters, 
from diverse ponds across the country, 
who would and do interpret the eis as, 
"because of ' or " in reference to ." 
These interpretations are no t 
corroborated by basic translat ions of 
the Bible, past or present. The 
following render eis " for": King James 
Version, Revised Standard Version, 
etc. Seventeen translations later we find 
no "because of', no "in reference to." 
This revelation only enhances the 
quandry of the eis skater. On this point 
it seemed expedient thar this writer 
personally correspond with a few of the 
suspected eis skaters. The question 
asked of them was: "Are the follo':"'ing 
translations in error concerning their 
rendering of the preposition, eis, in 
Acts 2:38? 

The New International Version - "so 
that your sins may be forgiven." 

The New Testament in Modern 
English, J . B. Phillips - "so that you 
may have your sins forgiven." 

Good News for Modern Man - "so 
that your sins will be forgiven." 

The Better Version of the New 
Testament by Chester Estes - " in order 
to the remission of your sins." 

The Living Oracles - " in order to." 

H. T . Anderson's Version - " in order 
to." 

S. P. Finnell is a minister in the 
Conservative Christian Church in Co
lumbus, Ohio. This article appeared 
in The ResU>ralum H erald. It very 
clearly illustrates the bias that causes 
fa lse teachers to set aside the word 
of God completely and substitute in 
the place of t he word their own de
nominational interpretat ions. They 
change the truth of God into a lie, and 
the Devil wins. 
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The Bible Union (Baptist ) Version -
" unto." 

Revised Version - " unto." 

American Standa rd Vers ion -
"unto." 

The following quotes (with per
mission) are typical of the nine re
sponses from representatives of well
known evangelical groups. 

Harold Lindsell, Ph.D., Editor
emeritus, Christianity Today - " If I 
read you aright, the real question you 
are asking is whether water baptism is 
essential to the salvatory yrocess . . . 
my answer is NO." 

Dr. Victor B. Nelson, Executive 
Assistant (answering for Billy Graham, 
Minneapo lis, MN)- " Dr. Billy Graham 
believes the Bible to be the infallible 
Word of God. Ephesians 2:8, 9 and 
Titus 3:5, 6 make very clear the fact 
that we can do nothing to attain our 
salvation except believe and accept 
Jesus Christ as our Savior. Believers 
are invited to observe the sacraments of 
the Lord:s Supper and baptism as a 
test imony of our faith and that we 
believe Christ died on the cross to 
atone for our sins." 

Dr. J ohn R. R ice, Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Murfreesboro, TN -
(Note Dr. Rice sent his book Bible 
Baptism as his response.) - "In Acts 
2:38, the term "for the remission of 
sins" is used .. . The word - for- here 
does not mean in order to or to secure 
remission of sins, and it is not rendered 
that way in any translation of the Bible 
we know of anywhere. The Greek word 
eis here translated for is sometimes 
translated in the Bible against, among, 
at , unto, upon, etc .... That Scripture, 
then, does not mean that people ought 
to be baptized in order to be saved." 
(Note: Not one of the reference trans
lations render eis of Acts 2:38 as 
"among," "at," "against ," or " upon.") 

To this point the respondent eis 
skaters were reacting in a manner not 
unexpected by this writer. Then to my 
surprise (being an alumnus of the 
Church of the Brethren) I received the 

fo llowing response from R ick Gardner 
(Note: Mr . Gardner is answering for 
acting editor of the Messenger, Mr. 
Kermon Thomasson, Church of the 
Brethren, Elgin, IL) - " ... one could 
translate eis in Acts 2:38 in any of the 
ways you cite - and be correct - My 
own opinion, as translator and in
terpreter, is that the Bible versions you 
mention translate eis in the most ap
propriate way possible in Acts 2:38. 
Peter does intend to say, I believe, that 
his hearers are to submit to baptism in 
order to or to the end that they might 
receive God's forgiveness. Not that it is 
baptism itself which actually confers 
forgiveness. Rather, baptism is the act 
thro ugh which we ex press our 
readiness to accept God's forgiveness." 

It has been said that anyone who 
translates or interprets the preposition 
eis of Acts 2:38 as "because of' o r "in 
reference to" is indeed skating on thin 
eis. A synopsis of these skaters (in 
regard to their reaction to the Scrip
turally hazardous eis) reveals a reluc
tance to address the question , a nco
examination of their ability to discuss 
the Greek eis, an admittance that the 
Scriptural translations are correct, but 
that personal opinion should overrule. 
Certainly the perennial practice of 
denominational heremeneutics is in 
evidence. 

The most distressing point, to say the 
least , is not the eis skaters themselves. 
They, in a ll probability, will not change 
their position. What saddens me is the 
sincere, well-intentioned Christian sup
port of these works, be it by direct 
monetary assistance, verbal approval, 
or a reluctance to denounce per
versions of the Gospel. 

This article is not an attempt to 
prove that water baptism washes away 
sin. Water baptism does not wash away 
sin, faith does not wash away sin, con
fessing Christ does not wash away sin, 
repentance does not wash away sin. 
However, A ll are essentia l to the con
tacting of the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ, which is the only thing that 
washes away sin. 0 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 11, 1980 



Have We Changed? (2) 
MONROE E. HAWLEY 

As previously noted, the Restoration 
Movement was shaped by several funda
mental principles. We will now examine 
them in greater detail and compare the 
views of the pioneer.s with those which 
we commonly hold today. 

Authority of the Scriptures 
Both the Last Will and Testament and 

the Declaration and Address rejected hu
man creeds and stressed the primacy of 
scriptural authority. In proposition three 
of the Declaration and Address Thomas 
Campbell wrote, "That in order to do this, 
nothing ought to be inculcated upon 
Christians as articlees of faith; nor re
quired of them as terms of communion, 
but what is expressly taught and enjoined 
upon them in the word of God. Nor ought 
anything to be admitted, as of Divine 
obligation, in their Church constitution 
and managements, but what is expressly 
enjoined by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his apostles upon the 
New Testament Church; either in express 
terms or by approved precedent." 

Thomas Campbell also gave the move
ment two mottoes which served as guide
lines in biblical interpretation. The first 
one was, "Where the Scriptures speak, 
we speak, and where the Scriptures are 
silent, we are silent." The second was a 
modification of a similar principle stated 
earlier by Rupertus Meldenius and as 
modified by Campbell was, "In faith 
unity, in opinions liberty, in all things 
charity." 

As valuable as these oft-repeated mot
toes were, they were inadequate as com
plete principles of biblical interpretation. 
If we are to be silent where the Scriptures 
are silent, what does it mean to be silent? 
And how do we distinguish between faith 
and opinion if we are to have unity in 
one area and liberty in the other? The 
problem is that one man's faith is another 
man's opinion. 

Alexander Campbell laid down some 
basic rules of biblical study in The Chris
tian System, but it appears that never 
were principles of interpretation devel
oped beyond broad generalities. The peo
ple of the restoration were uncompromis
ingly committed to the authority of the 
Scriptures, but a failure to agree on how 
they ought be understood contributed 
greatly to later problems. 

Most of us in the conservative part of 
the Restoration Movement still have a 
strong commitment to the authority of the 
Scriptures. True, we may be guilty of 
misinterpretation or misapplication, but 
the recognition of the importance of the 
written word is still there. Some thinking 
Christians become discouraged by the 
traditionalism which they find in their 
congregations, especially if they feel that 
the spirit of Christ is lacking. They may 
even consider searching out others with 
whom to cast their lot. I would ask them, 
"Where else can you go to find people 

who are as fully committed in principle 
to the authority of the word of God?" 
Imperfections will be found everywhere, 
but it is better to work for improvement 
with those with whom you can share this 
commitment, than to seek fellowship 
among those who do not. 

A current pressing need is a. restudy 
of how biblical authority is established. 
The formula of "direct commands, ap
proved biblical examples, and necessary 
inferences," while valuable, is woefully 
inadequate. Which commands apply to us? 
When is an example binding? How do we 
determine that an inference is necessary? 
Rather than simply repeating the con
clusions of those before us, a fresh look 
at the message of the Scriptures is badly 
needed. 

Restoration of the Ancient Order 
The idea of the restoration of New Tes

tament Christianity followed logically 
from the premise that the Scriptures 
should constitute our sole spiritual guide. 
Although Alexander Campbell focused on 
the theme in his lengthy series on "A 
Restoration of the Ancient Order of 
Things," the concept is found much earlier 
in the Declaration and Address. "As to 
the rule itself, we have ventured to allege 
that the New Testament is the proper and 
immediate rule, directory, and formula 
for the New Testament Church, and for 
the particular duties of Christians ... " 

The early leaders distinguished between 
reformation, which calls for correction of 
abuses, and restoration, which seeks a 
return to the original. They continually 
demanded a "thus saith the Lord" for 
every action and teaching, believing that 
by following the original pattern the 
church of the first century could be 
restored in a later day. There was still 
a. problem, however, in determining what 
should be restored. How about feet wash
ing or the holy kiss? In time the issues of 
communion cups, Bible classes, and in
strumental music would trouble the 
brotherhood. The lack of clearly thought 
out principles of biblical interpretation 
contributed greatly to the difficulties. 

An examination of the periodicals and 
books of the early days shows great stress 
placed on first principles and the funda
mentals of correct worship and church 
organization. Much effort was devoted to 
combating the errors of the day. Lacking 
was proper emphasis on the spiritual as
pect of Christianity. Perhaps this neglect 
contributed to the fact that many congre
gations met for worship only when a 
preacher was present. 

Today we continue to stress the impor
tance of restoration. The fundamentals of 
the faith are still emphasized by most, 
and many have also realized that restora
tion is not complete unless we capture the 
commitment, living, and loving of the early 
disciples. To the extent that we have 
underscored these teachings we have prob-

Sermon in a Nutshell-

Eyes That See 
C. MAURICE McMULLEN 

A baby rabbit's eyes are open in about 
ten days. 

It takes longer to open some people's 
eyes. Some never learn to see. 

God's people of old were blind (lsa. 42: 
18-20). They closed their eyes (Matt. 13: 
15). Their minds were hardened ( 2 Cor. 
3:14). God gave them eyes that should 
not see (Rom. 11:8). Their eyes were 
darkened (Rom. 11:10). God gave the 
Gentiles up (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). Ephe
sians, with the rest of the world, were in 
darkness (Eph. 5:8). 

Gentiles were alienated and without 
God and hope, (Eph. 2:11-12). Jews were 
no better off (Rom. 3: 9). The world 
groped in darkness, lost and undone. 

Light and leadership was prophesied 
(lsa. 42 :16). 

When the world needed a Savior as 
never before, the Son of God came at the 
right time (Rom; 5:6), when the time had 
fully come, (Gal. 4:4), as a plan for the 
fulness of time (Eph. 1:10). 

He is the true light who came to en
lighten man's way (Jn. 1:9; 3:19). He 
i~ the light of the world (Jn. 8:12). The 
hght of knowledge was shown in his 
face (2 Cor 4:6). His light has never 
been overcome (Jn. 1 :4-5). He was sent 
to recover sight to the blind (Lk. 4:18). 
He proclaimed light (Acts 26:23). 

Jesus sent witnesses to open eyes (Acts 
26:16-18). The Ephesians were enlighten
ed (Eph. 1:18). He calls you out of dark
ness into his marvelous light ( 1 Peter 
2 :9). God delivers you from the dominion 
of darkness (Col. 1:13). You put on the 
armor of light (Rom 13:12). You become 
a son of light (1 Thess. 5:5). Your eyes 
are blessed because they see (Matt. 18: 
16). 

Saints in light have an inheritance 
(Col. 1:12; Acts 26:18). 

Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light (2 Cor. 11:14-15). He •blinds minds 
(2 Cor. 4:4). Blind guides lead the blind 
into a pit (Matt. 15 :13-14). 

People are blinded by hate (1 Jn. 2:11). 
Those not developing Christian virtues 
are blind (2 Peter 1:9). The church at 
Laodicea was blind (Rev. 3 :15-18). 

Pay attention as to a. lamp shining 
in a dark place, await the dawning of the 
day, let the bright morning star rise in 
your heart (2 Peter 1:19; Rev. 22:16). 
3640 Cody Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 

ably drawn closer to the original pattern 
than did the first generation of the Res
toration Movement. On the other hand, 
they were probably better versed in the 
Scriptures than we are. Moreover, the in
sidious impact of materialism has serious
ly affected those seeking to be New Testa
ment Christians. If the world has not 
accepted our plea, perhaps it is because 
it can't see that our attitudes and lives 

(Continued on page 11) 
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What's Wrong With Being Right? WALTER SWAIN 

In tracing man's descent into depravity 
in the first chapter of the Roman letter, 
the apostle Paul concludes by saying, 
"who, knowing. the ordina~ce of God, that 
they that practice such thmgs are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but also 
consent with them that practice them" 
(Romans 1:32). 

It seems that those that Paul describes 
have reached a state that many in our 
present world have attained. That is, 
giving full and open consent to those who 
do evil. It is one thing to be a sinner, and 
to do evil, but it is a step further into 
depravity to openly consent to the evil 
deeds of men, and to treat evil as though 
it was good. 

In our time this is reaching the state 
in most places that those who do good, and 
stand for what is right, are looked down 
on, and openly made fun of. An example 
of this is a disc jockey who recently made 
fun of a song sung by a popular singer 
in the country field, because it defended 
sexual morality, and suggested that some
thing is not right just because it feels. 
good. And who has not seen, time and 
time again, good morals and honesty 
made fun of on television programs, and 
the "good guy" made to look like a fool? 

Yes, we are getting to the point where 
it is implied by many publicly and in 
many ways that there is something wrong 
with being right. But I would like to ask, 
"What is ~ong with being right?" Is 

What Ever Happened? 
What ever happened to the old-fashioned 

church business meeting? It seems that 
they are all but extinct. I think I have 
sat through some that accomplished no 
visible good and maybe even did some 
harm. About all that some have done is 
put people to sleep-both physically and 
spiritually. But the fact that a tool has 
been misused doesn't mean that we should 
throw away the tool. We don't refuse to 
buy another car because we once got hold 
of a "lemon." Have we lost something 
good or laid aside a scriptural pattern? 
In Acts 15 :22 we read, "Then it pleased 
the apostles and elders, with the whole 
church. to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and Barna
bas." We find the same principle in other 
passages of scripture. 

Through the years I have seen young 
men, childless men, bachelors, widowers, 
and others, who either could not or elected 
not to serve •as elders or deacons, come 
and go. Some of them were either laid 
on the shelf or left on the sidelines rather 
than being put to use in the organized 
work of the . church, even though they 
were among the most able and dedicated 
members of the Lord's body. I have seen 
too much brain power go to waste. On the 
other hand, some of the >best suggestions 
that I have ever heard, and some of the 
greatest works that I have seen, have 
come from men who were neither elders, 
deacons, nor Bible school teachers. Some 
of the most provocative and fruitful ideas 
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there something wrong with loving and 
respecting your fellow man, and trying to 
do good for him, rather than murdering, 
robbing, or threatening him? Is there 
something wrong with being honest in all 
of our business, social, and personal rela
tions with everyone? Is it so bad to re
spect the member of the opposite sex so 
that you would not do them moral or 
physical harm? Is there something odd 
about loving your enemy, and trying to 
do him good? Is there something wrong 
about living a life dedicated to doing good, 
and serving the God who made us, and put 
us on this earth? 

What is wrong about being right? Jesus 
was the only man to live a perfect life, 
and to give his all to serve others, and 
they killed him. Righteous men through 
the ages have been persecuted, imprison
ed, and killed by sinners; yet, like Jesus, 
all they wanted to do was help others, 
even the ones who killed them. 

So if you have made your mind up to 
be right with God, and to do right, to the 
best of your ability, don't be shaken by 
those who make fun of you, or openly 
condone evil. Paul warns us not to "be
come weary in well doing." Our reward 
is with God, and not with men. There is 
nothing wrong with being right. In fact, 
that is the only thing that will get you 
to heaven. 
6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, CA 92111 

F. AVERYT RIX 

germinate in the minds of Christian wom
en. But if the elder does not happen to 
be present when they are voiced, too many 
times they are lost forever. 

Nothing said herein is intended to infer 
that God made a mistake in placing the 
oversight of the church in the hands of 
duly qualified and ordained elders. It is 
recommended that the elders make use 
of every tool, instrument and resource 
that God has placed at their disposal. 
Some decisions must be made that many 
elders are not qualified to make. 

It can be argued, of course, that if such 
people have a worthwhile idea let them 
communicate it to an elder privately. 
Some will; some do. Others, however, are 
not so constituted but can and will func
tion comfortably if made to feel that 
they are a part of the whole church. Gen
eral meetings will not "get out of hand" 
if the appointed church leaders are quali
fied and capable. Good ground rules and 
procedures are helpful. Carefully pre
pared agenda and orderly time schedules 
are necessary, but the meeting should 
never be a prefabricated "railroad job." 
Without some flexibility and a genuine 
desire for a mutual exchange and develop
ment of spiritual thoughts, ways, and 
means, the plan will soon crumble and 
fall under its own weight. 

There is another value in general meet
ings. Not one of us can think of every 
facet of every problem. Every one of us 
will think more clearly and reach greater 

"Just Keep It Confidential" 
JACK EXUM 

"Promise me that what I am going to 
tell you will be kept in the strictest con
fidence!" 

Confidence is a marvelous word. It 
oozes with trust. It is open-faced and 
closed mouthed. It is laced with faith that 
the spoken word can 'be kept within the 
heart. It is a bond between friends. It is 
essential to daily life and has held to
gether families and lives that would other
wise have been torn apart. 

Yet before you agree to the sacred 
silence of a "strict confidential," stop and 
ask one basic question-"Does this confi
dence involve another person(s) ?" If it 
does then think twice before you agree 
to it. Once given, how can you retract it 
with honor. 

The information offered (almost always 
negative) must stay within you. You have 
given your word. But if it involves others, 
you're the one that will be trapped with 
the information. You're sworn to silence. 

The information offered cannot be 
"checked out" for accuracy at the highest 
source. You cannot speak about it to the 
one that it involves. Whether you believe 
it or not, it remains within you and forms 
a natural bias about the subject under 
question. It clouds the mind with doubts 
and suspicion. 

This brain-bias is locked within you, 
for you agree at the start that "it will be 
kept in strictest confidence." Your heart 
will change toward the person under ques
tion, and there is little you can do about 
it. 

You have become the victim of a sim
ple agreement, "To keep a confidence." 
The key is to always stop and ask a sim
ple question, "Does it involve someone 
else?" If the answer is yes, then explain 
why your answer must be "no." 

Faith, trust and confidence is so essen
tial to relationships. But when confidence 
is used to poison minds, spread rumors, 
disease the heart of the unsuspecting, 
then confidence is subverted and becomes 
a tool for division and suspicion. 

"For he that would love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they speak no 
guile: Let him eschew evil and do good: 

·Jet him seek peace and ensue it" (1 Peter 
3 :10-11). 
Box 482, Royston, GA 30662 

heights if forced to look at the other side 
of the coin. A superior plan and a superior 
work will result. Mutual consideration and 
discussion, by every one who is interested, 
of long-term or complex plans and ob
jectives are invaluable, if not mandatory. 
Let us remember such scriptures as Acts 
15:22-also Eph. 4:15-16, "But speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: from whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love." 
3815 Ovid Ave., Dallas, TX 75224 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

The Promise of the Spirit 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

When Peter commanded convicted believers to repent and be 
baptized for the remission of their sins, and then promised 
that they would receive "the gift of the Holy Spirit," it is 
claimed by some that this must be something the Holy Spirit 
would give them. The claim is based on the fact that "of the 
Holy Spirit" is in the genitive case which, it is claimed, always 
denotes possession, or source. As an example such expressions 
as "the gift of God" must mean a gift which comes from God, 
and the "gift of Christ" must always mean a gift from Christ; 
so the "gift of the Holy Spirit" must always mean a gift from 
the Holy Spirit. This is a strong argument and considered by 
some to be unanswerable. And in A. T. Robertson's Short 
Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 100, he says, 
" Possession is the most obvious and the most usual use of the 
genitive case.'' Yet on the following page he goes on to give 
other uses of that Greek case. He says it may express identity 
(apposition) as the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Peter 2:6); 
the steward of unrighteousness (Luke 16:8). And in his Word 
Pictures in the New Testament, Acts, p. 36, his comment on 
the gift of the Holy Spirit he says, "The gift consists in the 
Holy Spirit (genitive of indentification).'' So there is no proof 
that the genitive case always denotes possession or source. 

In Gal. 3 :14 we are told that Jesus died that upon the Gen
tiles might come the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus; 
"that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.'' 
Here we have an identical grammatical expression with the 
receiving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38. We set them out 
as follows: 

Acts 2:38-receive ••• gift ••. of Holy Spirit 
Gal. 3 :14-receive . . . promise • • . of the Spirit. 

In Gal. 3:14 Paul used two purpose clauses, introduced by the 
Greek word hina, which means "in order that.'' So Jesus died 
in order that the Gentiles might receive the blessing of Abra
ham, which is salvation from_ their sins in Christ (Acts 3:25, 
26). Next, he died in order that we (Jews and Gentiles) might 
receive the promise of the Spirit. Was this something which 
the Spirit promised? or was it a promise consisting of the 
Holy Spirit? Every time some writers see the word "promise" 
they think it refers to the promise made to Abraham that in 
his seed all nations would be blessed. But this has been ex
pressed in the first purpose clause of this verse. Jesus died in 
order that the Gentiles might have salvation (the blessing of 
Abraham) in Christ. And they must have this salvation in 
Christ in order that they may receive the promise of the Spirit. 
This agrees with Acts 2:38, which we set out as follows: 

Baptized for remission of sins •.• receive gift of Holy Spirit 
Blessing of Abraham in Christ . . • receive promise of the 
Spirit. 

I am not alone in this interpretation. Bro. McGarvey said, 
" ... that in himself he might bring Abraham's blessing of 
justification upon the Gentiles, that all might receive the ful
fillment of God's promise, that promise which agreed to give the 
Spirit to all who rendered the obedience of faith-Acts 2 :38, 
39." Lenski says this phrase "has the appositional genitive just 
as in Acts 2 :33" and cites A. T. Robertson's Grammar of the 
Greek New Testament, p. 498 as saying the same thing. M. 
Vincent, Word Pictures in the New Testament, p. 119, says, 
"The deliverance from the curse results not only in extending 
to the Gentiles the blessing promised to Abraham, but in the 
impartation of the Spirit to both Jews and Gentiles through 

faith.'' The Pulpit Commentary, commenting on this verse 
says "The promise of the Spirit is the Spirit which had been 
promised." S. T. Bloomfield in his Greek Testatm.ent witk En
glish Notes, Vol. 2, p. 240, says, ". • • that so we (both Jews 
and Gentiles) might receive the promise of the Spirit (i.e. the 
promised Spirit) through faith.'' Thayer's comment on p. 227 
is, " •.. with the epexeget. gen. (then quotes this Greek 
clause-RHL), the promised blessing, which is the Holy Spirit, 
Acts 2:33; Gal. 3:14.'' Others could be given, but this seems 
sufficient. 

In further proof that the phrase "promise of the Spirit" 
can mean the Holy Spirit which was promised, I cite Acts 2:33. 
"Bei.ng therefore by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath 
poured forth this, which ye see and hear.'' This simply says 
that Jesus received from the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. Was this something which the Holy Spirit promised to 
Jesus? Let those brethren who affirm that the phrase "gift 
of the Holy Spirit" absolutely has to mean something the 
Spirit gives prove that this phrase in Acts 2 :33-"promise 
of the Holy Spirit" must mean something the Holy Spirit 
promised Jesus. When they can prove this I will be inclined to 
begin to think they may be right on their interpretation of Acts 
2:38. 

The usual argument on "the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2 :38) usually runs like this: the word gift is a noun in the 
accusative case, the object of the verb receive; "of the Holy 
Spirit" is a prepositional phrase in the genitive case denoting 
possession or source; so the gift is something which the Holy 
Spirit gives the obedient. Hardly any two of them are agreed 
on what the gift is; some claiming it is salvation; others claim
ing it is spiritual gifts before the destructon of Jerusalem. 
Now let us treat the phrase "the promise of the Holy Spirit" 
in the same way. The word promise is a noun in the accusative 
case, the object of the verb received; "of the Holy Spirit" is 
a prepositional phrase in the genitive case denoting possession 
or source; so the promise is something the Holy Spirit promised 
Jesus. Now, I ask you, does that make sense? So we conclude 
that the expression "promise of the Holy Spirit" means the 
Holy Spirit which was promised. That being true, the ex
presssion "the gift of the Holy Spirit" can very well mean the 
Holy Spirit which is given, or a gift consisting of the Holy 
Spirit. 

There are other expressions of like nature. In Tim. 4 :8, 
" ••. having promise of the life which now is .. .'' Is this some
thing which life promised? No. Yet it is a prepositional gen
itive phrase which does not denote possession or source. It is 
a promise concerning the life here and now. Again in 2 Tim. 
1 :1 we read, "according to the promise of the life which is 
in Christ Jesus.'' Here again we have the prepositional phrase 
in the genitive case where it does not denote possession or 
source. Lenski comments, "What Paul says is, however, that 
God's will which made him an apostle accords with God's promise 
of life.'' Again, we read, "ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise" ( Eh. 1 : 13). The prepositional phrase "of promise" 
is genitive, but it does not denote possession or source. The 
Expositor's Greek Testament makes this comment, " ..• that 
Spirit is called the Spirit of promise, not in the active sense 
of bringing or confirming the promise, but in the passive 
sense of having been announced by the promise, or being the 
object or content of the promise in the 0. T. It is clear that 
what is in view here is not the extraordinary or miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit, but that bestowal of the Spirit in which all 
believers shared, which was the subject of the great 0. T. 
prophecies . . . and of which a new heart, a new spirit, was 
to be the result." 

2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO. 80227 



0. J. RUSSELL COMPLETES 
NORTHWEST MISSION 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST MISSION 

Through an extension of a mission out
reach of Granbury Street Church in Cle
burne, Tex., 0. J. Russell, minister of that 
congregation, recently assisted churches by 
preaching the gospel in Aberdeen, 
Everett, Mountlake Terrace and West 
Seattle, all in the State of Washington. 
Two were baptized and one was restored 
in Aberdeen. The West Seattle church, 
since the Central congregation merged 
with the Northwest church to move 10 
blocks north of the city limits, is now 
the only predominately white church 
within the actual city limits of Seattle, 
Washington! 

small building and is in the pro~ess of 
purchasing a super-market of medium size 
which they hope to remodel within a year 
or so. 

I can whole-heartedly recommend this 
work. They need a mature, doctrinally 
sound preacher and a congregation to 
support him immediately. I do not know 
of an opportunity in the United States 
that offers the challenge of this fertile 
field. Churches, write or call Roy Vaughn, 
4735 47th S.W., Seattle, Washington, 98116 
phone (206) 937-8097. 

Frank Trayler, P. 0. Box 173, Graton, 
CA 95444: After preaching SO years in 
California we are moving back to Texas 
to preach for the North Side Church in 
George West. Our new address will be 
P. 0. Box 1164, George West, Texas 78022. 
This new congregation offers a real chal
lenge and the Spanish speaking residents 
offer a big opportunity. 

Seven hundred people responded in 
Sacramento, where we served the Central 
Church three different times, Orangevale 
once, Taft once and Graton once. 

WIIN'Z'ED! 

The congregation has outgrown the 
CHURCH PLANTIERS 

COME WITH US 
For 

The Maya Quiche team is looking for dedicated Christians, men and women 
called of God to serve as church planters in a frontier context. Check your
self on these requisites: 
1. A personal faith that is founded in the Christ of the Bible. 
2. Spiritual maturity; a life that aspires to Christlikeness of character. 
3. A purpose to serve the lord Jesus Christ and His Church. Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 

December 22, 1980 
4. A good knowledge of the Word of God and ability to apply the Word 

cross-culturally. 
5. A love of people, an evangelistic concern, and experience in soul-winning. 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 

6. A singlemindedness of purpose that establishes goals, sticks to priorities, 
and determines to see a project through to the end. 

7. Initiative, adaptability, flexibility, reliability. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

For further information on specific opportunities for ministry, 
Contact: Dr. Richard Rheinbolt 

Apartado Postal #19, Quezaltenango, Guatemala, Central America 

WHAT DO ALL THESE HA VB IN COMMON?. 
jimmy Adcox Dr. Clifton Ganus 
Stan Addis Joe Gilmore 
Jimmy Allen Norman Gipson 
Mike Armour Joyce Hardin 
Richard Baggett Jerry Harvill 
Pat Baker Harold Hazelip 
John Banks Charles Hodge 
Joe Beam Keith Hodges 
V. P. Black G. P. Holt 
Gary Bradley Alton Howard 
Wendell Broom Neil Howard 
Bob Brown Elvis Huffard 
F. F. Carson Jerry Humphries 
linda Chiles Jerry Jenkins 
Charles Coil Joe Johnson 
liz Copeland Jerry jones 
Mack Craig Dayton Keesee 
Marilyn Crawford J. Wayne Kilpatrick 
Bill Crossman Ted Knight 
Glen Crowe Doug Kostowski 
john Dale Byron laird 
DeWayne Davenport Bill lambert 
Bob Duncan Don latham 
Phil Elkins Albert Lemmons 
Jack Exum Abe lincoln 
James S. Fredericks Chuck lucas 

Gary Martin 
Jim Massey 
Lynwood Mathis 
Cecil May, Jr. 
Lynn McMillon 
Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Thomas Mcintire 
Don McWhorter 
Carl Mitchell 
Mike Murray 
Reggie Nalls 
Ira North 
Howard Norton 
Dub Orr 
Basil Overton 
Martel Pace 
Cline Paden 
Burt Pauley 
Marvin Phillips 
Neale Pryor 
Billy Ringold 
Paul Rogers 
Richard Rogers 
Terry Rush 
Jerry Rushford 

David Sain 
Ed Sanders 
Landon Saunders 
Truman Scott 
Don Shackelford 
David Skates 
Charlotte Sloan 
Haskell Sparks 
Prentice Spivey 
Harold Taylor 
Warlick Thomas 
Hugh Tiner 
Virgil Trout 
John Waddey 
Lt. Dick Webber 
Earl West 
Dr. Howard White 
Jerome Williams 
Dr. Ray Wilson 
Roger Woodward 
Bill Vasko 
Dot Vasko 
Flavil Yeakley, Jr. 
Nick Young 

Each has a messaKe ready to share anywhere in the country. Their video-taped presentations are available at 
a cost of $5 (or less) each! Write for information concernin~ how you may take advantaf,e of the talents of 
these preachers and teachers. CHRISTIAN VIDEO SERVICE, Box 4174, Lancaster, Ca. 93534 (805 942-4459) 

:: : ::: 
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HAVE WE CHANGED? 
(Continued from page 7) 

are any better than those around us. Too 
often we presume that we have restored 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, while there are areas in 
which our restoration is incomplete. 
Honesty compels us to acknowledge the 
fact and do something about it. 

Christian Union 
The restoration pioneers believed, as 

Thomas Campbell expressed- it in the 
Declaration and Address, "that division 
among the Christians is a horrid evil, 
fraught with many evils." They called 
for Christians in all faiths to leave their 
denominations to unite as one. This would 
be accomplished by seeking a complete 
restoration of primitive Christianity which 
provided a common ground of agreement. 

Stone and his associates placed pri
mary emphasis on unity; the Camp bells, 
while starting from a unity theme, came 
to regard restoration as of first impor
tance. Both groups believe that there 
were many Christians among the denom
inations, and it was to them that the appeal 
was directed. When immersion was ac
cepted as the final condition of entrance 
into the kingdom, the question of whether 
the unimmersed were truly Christians 
provoked a lively controversy. 

The objective of union through restora
tion seemed to be validated when the 
Stone and Campbell forces united in 1882. 
This fusion was made easier by the fact 
that both groups were immersionists. 
However, the religious world would not 
buy the program. A basic tension between 
the unity and restoration ideals slowly 
became apparent. One element felt that 
unity was so important that restoration 
should be sacrificed if necessary to achieve 
the goal. In time these people evolved into 
the Disciples of Christ denomination for 
which the restoration ideal as a valid 
principle is dead. Some among. the inde
pendent Christian churches believe that 
both objectives can still be gained. Most 
of us of a more conservative stance have 
continued to stress restoration and have 
virtually abandoned the unity concept. 
Certainly the ideal is laudable. If all 

BUILDING A MISSION SPIRIT 
(Continued from page 8) 

$5,000,000 for TV, $8,000,000 for boats, 
planes, Iandrovers and other spe~ial 
equipment, and $8,000,000 for survey tnps. 
Another $1,000,000 would be left over to 
pay for postage stamps in communicating 
with our missionaries. 

Can we evangelize the world in this 
generation? Yes we can/ And the church 
needs to be made aware of the possibility. 
The spirit of world evangelism must be 
caught by every member of Christ's church 
in the twentieth century. 
8201 N. 7th St., West Monroe, LA 71291 

Arlie Smith, Caixa Postal 12.170, ZC-07 
Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, No
vember 80, 1979: Six have been baptized 
in the last six weeks in Comendador Soares, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. Next Sunday the 
congregation there will begin a new con
gregation in Engenho Pedreiro. Bible class
es and worship will be held each Sunday 
afternoon. 

would leave the denominations to stand 
squarely upon God's word we could have 
real unity. But the world is unwilling to 
follow this course. It is proper that we 
preach unity and· explore every avenue 
to achieve it within the limits of the word 
of God, but we must make the restora
tion of the true religion of Jesus our 
prime objective. 
P. 0. Box 21816, Milwaukee, WI 53221 

PEW CUSHIONS: 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free Esrimale: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive traini~ program- training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For furfther 
infonnation--eontaet:. 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREAOJIING 
Basic Ministerial Program __ _ 

School of Missions-Graduate School--· 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor VeteranS 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dfrectol'-8'128 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '19410 

1-808-'19S-15191 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A praetical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in dev~lop
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office and staff, 
buildiO.g maintenance, counseling, 
purchasing, selecting elders, organ
lZing and managing an active pro
gram-it's all here. Written by a 
man with many years experience as 
Dean of a college and an elder in 
the church. 

$2.95 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800·531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1·800.252·9103 
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THESE CHURCHES BAPTiZED MORE 
THAN 100 PERSONS DURING 1979 

The "Firm Foundation" survey of 
churches baptizing 100 or more in 1979 
reveals twenty-four congregations in the 
United States. To our knowledge, this 
represents two fewer congregations than 
in 1978. A diligent effort has been made 
to contact every congregation which 
should be included in our survey. If we 
have overlooked a congregation, it is un
intentional. To be included in our survey, 
congregations should contact: David Tar
bet, church of Christ, 90 Clapboard Ridge 
Rd., P. 0. Box 741, Danbury, CT 06810. 

We note from the churches included in 
this year's report that eight are congrega
tions among the black brethren, which 
includes one church that baptized over 
300 and one that baptized over 200. The 
church with the largest number of bap
tisms reached over half of its converts 
through a prison ministry. Its 612 bap
t isms in the highest number of baptisms 
repo1ted from a single congregation s ince 
we began conducting our surveys. The 
church with the second largest number of 
baptisms had a dynamic prison ministry 
also. Five of the congregations had active 
university campus ministries with · campus 
Ministers trained in Gainsville, Florida. 
Two other congregations conduct schools 
of preaching. 

Nine congregations which bapti2ed 
over 100 in 1978 failed to do so in 1979, 
but seven new congregations were added 
to the list. 

Below is the list of congregations with 
the number of baptisms and the name of 
the pulpit Minister for each one: 

The 

BETTER VERSION 
of 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Third And Improved 

Edition 
By 

CHESTER ESTES 
Price $7.00 plus $.70 postage 

Order From 
FIRM FOUNDATION 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 
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Lubbock, TX (79413). 34 and Memphis 
I(Sunset) church. Richard Rogers, Min
ister. Baptisms: 612 

Grand Prairie, TX (75051). 1102 N.W. 
7th (Turnpike) church. Holland Boring, 
Minister. Baptisms: 365+ 

Jacksonville, FL (32209). 4736 Avenue B 
(Northside) church. Charlie McClendon, 
Minister. Baptisms: 302 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL (33311). 2500 N.W. 
15th Cou1t church. Willie Washington, 
Minister. Baptisms: 286 

Gainsville, FL (32607). S.W. 2nd Ave. 

(Crossroads) church. Chuck Lucas, 
Minister. Baptisms 241 

Bossier City, LA (71010) . 2125 Airline 
Dr. church. Jim McDoniel, Minister. 
Baptisms: 174 

South Haven, MI (49090). Rt. 1, Box 15A 
church. Jerry Selvidge, Minister . Bap
t isms : 153 

Houston, TX (77020). 4308 Stonewall 
church. Thomas F oster, Minister. Bap
tisms : 149 

(Continued on page 14) 

GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE and PASSION PLAY 
May 23-29, 1980 Seven Days 

We invite you to share the excitement of Austria, Germany, Liechtenstein, Switzerland 
and the Oberammergau Passion Play. Request a brochure. Mr. & Mrs. Warder K. Novak, 
400 W. Main St., Huntingdon, TN 38344. 901 986·3608. 

Name'------------------------------------------------------
Addres'-----------------------------------------------------
City __________________________ State ________________ ....L. 
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''GO 
FIFTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOUL WINNING 
WORKSHOP 

MAKE 
DISCIPLES'' 
1980 THEME 

MARCH 2.7 -MARCH 30, 1980 

SPECIAL SPEAKERS 

EXPOSITION CENTER 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

THURSDAY EVENING ............ TERRY RUSH 

FRIDAY MORNING 
(WOMEN'S RALLY) ............ HELEN YOUNG 

FRIDAY EVENING ............... PARKER HENDERSON 
............... DAVID POWERS 

SATURDAY MORNING ........... BILL BANOWSKY 

SATURDAY EVENING ............ MARVIN PHILLIPS 
. . . . . . . . . . . . DICK MARCEAR 

ONE HUNDRED DAYTIME CLASSES 

LARGEST EXHIBIT AREA OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

LARGEST ATTENDANCE OF ANY BROTHERHOOD GATHERING 

15,000 ATTENDED LAST YEAR 

HOUSING IN HOMES, MOTELS, OR CAMPERS, AVAILABLE. BUSLOADS AND PLANELOADS 

COMING FROM ALL OVER THE USA! 

For more information contact 

GARNETT ROAD CH,URCH OF CHRIST 
3434 S. GARNETT RD. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

(918) 633-5031 
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THESE CHURCHES BAPTIZ~D MORE 
THAN 100 PERSONS DURING 1979 

(Continued from page 12) 
Florence, AL (34630). Helton Dr., Box 

B.E. (College) church. Charles Coil, 
Minister. B'aptisms: 147 

Newark, NJ , (07108) . Clinton Ave. and 
south 14th St. church. Eugene Lawton, 
Minister . Baptisms : 146 

Baltimore, MD (21229). 4301 Woodridge 
Rd. church. Humphry Foutz, Minister. 
Baptisms: 143 

Boulder, CO (30302) . 3198 Broadway 
church, Tom Brown, Minister. Baptisms: 
134 

Los Angeles, CA (90044) . Gage and Nor
mandie St. church. Carroll Pitts, Jr., 
Minister. Baptisms 129 

W. Monroe, LA (71291). White's Ferry 
Rd. church. William H. Smith, Minister. 
Baptisms: 125 

Millington, TN (38053). 7320 Raleigh
Millington Rd. church. Pat Casey, Min
ister. Baptisms : 121 

Madison, TN (37115) . 106 Gallatine Rd. 
North church. Ira North, Minister. Bap
tisms: 119 

Tampa, FL (33617). 5901 E . 130 Ave. 
(Sunrise) church. Martin Bentley, Min
ister. Baptisms: 117 

Fort Collins, CO (89521) . 2810 Meadow
Lark Ave. Church. Bill Morrow, Minis
ter. Baptisms: 110 

Dallas, TX (75218). 10715 Garland Rd. 
church. Gary Beauchamp, Minister. 
Baptisms : 108 

Tulsa, OK (73128). 3434 S. Garnett Rd. 
church. Marvin Phillips, Minister . Bap
tisms: 108 

Pueblo, CO (81001). 1022 Liberty La. 
_(Belmont) church. Larry Craig, Min
ISter. Baptisms: 107 

St. Petersburg, FL (33712). 820 20th St. 
South ch~rch. Robert Simmons, Minis
t er. Baptisms 106 

Phoenix, AZ (85029). 4111 W. Bell Rd. 
1~Metro) church. Wayne Monroe, Min
Js tet·, Baptisms : 105 

Williamstown, WV (26187). 111 W. 9th 
St. church. David Powers, Minister. 
Baptisms: 102 

A Firm Foondntton aobacrfptlon makes a 
wonde rful birthday or anniversary gl!t. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTI NUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life 
Group Life Plans ' 
Retirement Plans 

Jl7rite or call for j,zformation 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 
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STAFFORD CHURCH TO CONDUCT 
GOSPEL MISSION TO AUSTRALIA 
A Gospel Mission to Australia will be 

conducted by the Church of Christ in 
Stafford March 21-April 5, 1979. 

Robert Farrar, evangelist for the Staf
ford church will direct the campaign. Bob 
Marks, a native Australian, and as is his 
wife Lynne, a graduate of Preston Road 
School of Preaching, serves as missionary. 
The closest congregation to Townsville is 
hund1·eds of miles away. 

The Mission To Australia will include 
s ight-seeing tours of Sydney, Brisbane and 
the Great Barrier Reef. For complete in
formation contact Robert B. Farrar, P. 0. 
Box 32, Stafford, Texas 77477. 

When you send In a list o! new subscrlp· 
tJons to the Firm Foundation, please be 
• ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
a!ter the city and state. 

DALRAIDA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mclnteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

P lease notify the church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is needed write to 
the church, Box 3085, 

Montgomery, AL 36109. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semia nnual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturi ng 3% to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13lh years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Calf Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968· 7847 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

A 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone(615)254·~"'436 
STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Informat ion, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FLY-AWAY 
l:ARIBBEAN 

l:RUISE 
December 13-20, 1980 

From $745 * 

FOR CRUISE INFORMATION 
* AND SPECIAL GROUP PRICE 

Please Write or Call 

HUB TOUR & TRAVEL, INC. 
522 S.W. 13th Avenue 

Port land, OR 97205 
(503) 226-3557 

Please sign us up: 

Names 

Address Phone 

City Slate Zip 

Originating City & Date 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or con(l'rCga
Uons seeking preachers. A.lso other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 15~5 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrviDK St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:8i) A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.llEA. SCHOOL OF PBEA.CHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Pleasanton, O&llfornJa 941566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UA.I, 
RAWA.Il Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3i)o49, 
Lihue. HI. 9676o6. 
Seattle, W A. Northwest Church of Ohrlat 
1147 N. 811ft St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a. llne, or ca.ll 62i·1820. We wlll 
contact them. . 
PRESCOT!', ARIZ. 120 N. Mount Vernon, Bible 
study, 9:30: Worship, 10:30 & 6. Ideal climate for 
respiratory problems. Church now 200, growing, 5 
good elders. Ted Cline (Min.), 445-5190 or 445-
3722. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Panl Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and aparkplug capa
bilities. Some experience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOVS BOOKS DOVGHT. For detwlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
PREACHER WANTED FOR NEW WORK. Small 
young congregation, with new auditorium to pay 
for, needs mature aggressive man who can provide 
his own support for the first couple :years. Contact 
Northwest Church of Christ. 8017 N. W. Hampton 
Road, P .0. Box 12149, Parkville, Mo. 64152. (816) 
891-0631. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher needed for church at 1001 El Camino Real, 
Box 721, Socorro, N. M., 87801. Small congregation 
in prime mission field with unlimited potential. 
Community growing and consists of large percentage 
Hispanic. Needs ability to relate ta different cul
tures. Must be very sound in faith with excellent 
leadership ability. Needs talent to inspire unity in 
congregational relations. Send resume and references 
to Phillip Hicks or call 505-836-8472. All inquiries 
treated confidentially. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A.ve., 
u.s. 460 Eaat Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
5:1'11. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40G8. 
Monterrey, ltlexlcoJ A.ve. Fmadlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55·11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of .. shepherd
ing" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4:11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:8-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P .0. Box 
260, LaGrande, OR 97850: ph. (508) 963-8937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist, 968-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 534-5028: 963-
6434 or 963-9035. 
ATl''N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. ..E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Evangelist needed to work with a small, established 
congregation in booming Arizona. Need mature man 
with experience. Please contact: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 1308 West Blodgett, Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
88220. 

· Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Springs Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and referenbes 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 76, Madill. Okla. 73446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of SO and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 8, Hi co, Texas 
76457. 

NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATOR 
AVAILABLE 

5 years exp. looking for a congregation that is 
active in sharing their faith, one that works to
gether and prays together outside of the worship 
service. Wife has MSW and experience with chil
dren's home--may or may not be available for work. 
Ray Reiss, Apt. 107, 10120 11th St., No. St. Pete., 
Fla. 38702. Tel: 818-577-3975. 
SUMMER CAMP FOR RENT-in Colorado Rock:v 
Mountains, 80 miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program camp--family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You sup
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/day or $1200/week minimum for 80 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ, 61_1 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 303-542-4222. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one :year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45865. Phone: (528) 492-1772 or 
492-5983. 
Experienced and dedicated Spanish-speaking preach
er wants to locate in Texas. Jesus V. Carrillo, 2434 
S • .Albany Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60628 (812) 277-0625. 

The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappeJJa singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
~an 48504. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If :vou aro movin~r anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
2Srd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

YUMA., A.RIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3i) p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

For Sale: 5 fenced acres on Texas Highway 16 
opposite Medina Children's Home. Call 713-442-3130. 
Experienced and educated Gospel preacher desires 
preaching or personal work position in or around 
Kansas City area. Contact Jim Hardin, 134 N. Lawn, 
Kansas City, Mo. 64123 or call 1-816-483-9609. 
Congregation in North Central Wisconsin is seeking 
a doctrinally sound, experienced preacher. Atten
dance runs between 80-100 with great potential for 
growth. We have full support available. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, Box 671, Marshfield, 
WI. 54449 or phone (715) 387-4474 or 659-2327. 
I am an evangelist and author for the church. 
I have thirty Years experience. My specialty is 
marriage counseling as well as Bible Call. I also 
work well with the Joy Bus program. Another 
Speciality area of mine is Home Bible Studies. I 
am seeking for a congregation determine ta grow. 
Any location. Cletus H. Freeman, General Delivery, 
Langeloth, Penn. 15054 (412) 947-4643. 
ARE YOU RETIRING OR RELOCATING? Please 
consider moving to Eunice, Louisiana, ta help the 
Church of Christ, 831 Jake St. We need more 
Christian families to assist in the work here, At 
present we have 25-80 in attendance on Sunday 
mornings. Climate is mild and population of Eunice 
is about 16,000. 

PREACHER WANTED 
Church of Christ, Springfield, Vermont needs full 
time preacher. Married man. Have elders and 
deacons. Average attendance of 123. Send resume 
and references to Elders, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
160, Springfield, Vermont 05156. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
tries to screeD advertlablg, and will not 
lmowlngly take questionable advertising. 
But It Is the reader's responslb1Ut7 to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
A.a the old sa7fng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvestla-atel 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

••Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not In other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O.· Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 
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This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy flowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set-all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 
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Price $8.95 

per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 



ARGENTINE MISSION TEAM ON ITS WAY. Overseen by tho Forest Park 
church in Atlanta, this team is headed for Argentina. Four families have 
left the states and the others are soon to follow. Pictured hero (seated, 
L to R) David and Melanie Schonhoff, Diane Brown and Kathy Henton. 
Standinq: Slophen and Dianna Tee l, Craig W e bb, Steve Brown, Danny and 
Gina Willia ms and Gle n Henton. The team is mad e up of former class· 
mates at Fread-Hardeman College, and each family is supported and 
sponsored by a separate congregation. The team will work in Buenos 

Aires. 
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How Great the Darkness 
Headed for darkness is any civilization where hedon

ism is the religion and materialism the ambition of the 
people. When faith disappears the light goes out. Hope 
turns to despair and progress becomes r egression when 
the moral pr inciples of the scriptures are forgotten. 
Isaiah put it this way: "For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people." 

When men refuse to trust God it is inevitable that. 
they soon lose all trust in men. When men can no longer 
trust each other, chaos results. The twilight of civ iliza
tion gathers over a people whose only trust is in things 
of this world. When either envy of things, or unconcern 
for spiritual values envelope a people the gathering 
gloom swiftly becomes apparent. 

A New Jersey counselor holding a government
financed position at a job training center has recently 
been indicted for allegedly advising female applicants 
to consider free-market career s in prostitution. Tele
vision and the press exploit daily every base and vile 
passion. How great is the darkness in which dwells t he 
man who has completely put his trust in material 
things, and who has no hope except what men may 
give him. 

All about us men presume to play God. The scientist 
says there is no god but science. The intellectual says 
there is no god but the mind. In this sort of world 
might ultimately makes right, and all are oppressed 
who do not oppress someone else. How great is the 
darkness when faith can see no star. 

Our experience by now should be sufficient to con
vince us that the arm of f lesh will fail. Dust will r eturn 
to dust. If dust is all we are, then there is no future
no hope. Shackled by fear and distrust, must we be 
doomed to spend our year s in frustration and go down 
to the tongueless silence of dreamless dust? When men 
turn from God this is the only alternative. There is no 
other ground. 

Sooner or later every one must decide for himself 
whether there is someone out there. There will never be 
a sound basis for trust in man until we have confirmed 
our trust in God. Life is a Hell, and t he night is black, 
if we can place our trust in neither God nor man. And 
man, apart from God, is not worthy of t rust. 

Our generation is reaping the bitter fruits of classical 
humanism. A generation trying to play God has just 
about wrecked everything upon which civilization is 
built. Man's inhumanity to man i n our generation, the 
world around, whether in Cambodia, Uganda, Iran or 
Russia should make all humanity fear the darkness 
where the light of faith has gone out. 
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Man has potential almost beyond comprehension. But 
separate him from God and he is the epitome of de
spair. Man is essentially a covenant creature. Apart 
from God Adam was nothing. In covenant with God 
Adam was King of Creation. Sever the connecting 
link and man is under the sentence of death and sever
ance. In a world where faith is but a glimmer, and 
where separation from God is almost complete, what 
hope can we have but the return of darkness? 

Inflation has become an obsession. The getting of 
money and material t hings is the chief pursu it. We 
have largely forgotten that Jesus warned that if we 
gained the whole world and in the gaining lose our souls 
we have profited nothing. In a world preoccupied with 
getting, it is difficult indeed to interest people in giving. 
Material possessions were never intended to be pos
sessed alone, but to be shared and given. If the grinding 
poverty of the have-nots no longer shames us, we have 
already moved into darkness. How gr eat is the dark
ness of being bound by one's possessions until we 
cannot feel the misery and hear the cry of the hungry 
and the oppressed. But if a man is only a worm, that 
wiggles in the dust for awhile and dies, why be con
cerned with his pain? It will be only for a little while, 
and then there will be silence-eternal silence. How 
great t he darkness if the here-and-now is all there is, 
life has no other meaning. 

Not many of us who say that we are Chri stians are 
really willing to do the acts required of those who "en
dure as seeing Him who is invisible." We maintain that 
we are people of faith, and that we are not affected 
by the hedonism about us, and yet we make our own 
gods and serve our own lusts. We build our buildings, 
expand our "ministries" and hold our seminars, and 
we trust in them to get us where we are going. By 
our own power and our own might we feel we can 
overcome! We express our impatience with God in a 
flurry of make-work programs. We cast our stuff into 
the fire and there comes out a calf. About the most 
common expression among us is that these are the works 
of God ; t his is the house of God ; we ar e t he people of 
God; when in reality they are our own pr ograms, plans 
and buildings. So much of our work is the artifice of 
our own hands. And the further we go the darker it 
seems to get. 
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'Buying Back the Building 
TERRY BLAKE 

The cornerstone bore the date 1900. · 

As we stepped through the doorway into the old, white 
church building, I noticed the painted-over metal numbers: 736. 
Outside was a quiet residential section of Troy, New York. 
The sign over the door proclaimed that a denominational church 
was meeting here. But there were some elderly residents in 
that neighborhood who could remember other times, when the 
sign read: "Church of Christ." 

Ironically, I was there with some other Christians who were 
actively interested in purchasing this very building as a meet
ing place for the Lord's church! The Church of Christ is going 
to buy back the building it built 79 years ago in Troy, New 
York! 

I asked myself, "What happened?" Lost somewhere in the 
history of this community was a dream once realized of the 
Lord's church meeting in a building of her own in an area 
which we have come to consider a mission field. Did division 
of the Lord's body bripg his cause to ruin there? Or did the 
membership slowly dwindle away through neglect? Or did the 
toll of the years take away members with none to replace 
them because the members made no effort to reach their 
friends with the Gospel? Only God really knows. But one thing 
is obvious to me--we should never have come to the necessity 
o I buying back that building I 

Then an even more painful question arose in my thoughts: 
"How many MORE buildings, once ours, are waiting to be 
bought back?" I thought of our own state of Michigan, where 
one of our buildings in the upper peninsula is presently being 
rented to a denomination bec~use none of our brethren are 
meeting there, and we don't want the pipes to freeze over the 
winter! I felt burning shame as I thought of this. Perhaps 
there are even more church buildings like these I have described 
-and I am tempted to wonder· if there will not be MORE 
of these in the next twenty years, unless we repent, and re
store again that spirit of evangelism we once were noted for. 

Then I remembered Paul's words to the Corinthians: "Ye 
are God's husbandry; ye are God's building," and the full 
weight of the thought settled on me with dreadful finality. We 
have trumpeted loudly that the church is not the building · 
Peter informs us that God's people are a spiritual buildin~ 
and we confess this to be Bible truth. What, then of all the 
spiritual buildings of Christians who are present!; owned by 
something other than their rightful owner, Jesus Christ? What 
is our attitude toward these "buildings" now tenanted by 
worldly interests, negative attitudes, indifference and selfish
ness? Do I feel grieved over a person, formerly Jesus' purchased 
possession, who bas been reclaimed by carnality, or simply 
allowed to depreciate until he or she wanders away from 
Christ, vacant and falling to ruin without him as the Divine 
Occupant? Am I filled with dismay that these houses, like 
that of a st~ong man in Jesus' parable, may at any time 
become occupied with seven demons worse than the one which 
the Lord Jesus originally cast out? The Scriptures claim that 
the child of God is "bought with a price" and identifies that 
price as "the sinless blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

spot." What kind of madness has overtaken us, that we non
chalantly allow these "buildings" either to be repossessed un
lawfully by Satan's stooges or else fall to staves from neglect/ 

Brethren, the building at 736 Third Avenue in Troy, New 
York, is not the only building we must buy back! There is an 
army of erstwhile Christians who, for reasons known best to 
God, are successfully concealing their former relationship with 
Christ. We must find out who and where they are, plead with 
them, love them, admonish them, and buy them back! Like 
heartbroken Hoseas we must go to the slave auction blocks of 
the world and buy back the faithless Hagars who have for
saken the Heavenly Husband and hunted their paramours 
among the pleasures of this life, material possessions, worldly 
honors and other lovers of the carnal world. 

There are thousands among the young who fell prey to 
Satan during the turbulent decades of the sixties and seventies 
who know the taste of ashes now, and many of these went 
to our Bible schools as children! They feel ashamed, and many 
are waiting only for a loving hand and an encouraging word 
that the Father lifts his eyes each day toward the place where 
the roadway meets the sky, longing to see a familiar figure 
plodding homeward! There are many who have eaten about 
all the pig-feed they can stomach, and are longingly wondering 
what kind of a reception they'd get if they were to go back and 
ask for room to sleep on the floor of the servant's quarters in 
their Father's bouse. Jesus didn't leave us to guess what the 
Father's reaction will be, but that parable demands that we 
take a good look at what our reaction would be! Jesus doubtless 
had some real people in mind when he told the Pharisees that 
tax collectors and prostitutes would go into the Kingdom of 
God before they did! 

There are many who have not done anything heinous and 
shameful-they just haven't done anything. They fill the files 
at the office of the congregation, their names are reviewed an
nually, eventually moved to the "inactive list," and the shep
herds mutter something about ''we've got to get around to 
doing something about those people ... " but nothing is ever done! 
How embarrassing for those shepherds to discover on Judgment 
Day that the Lord had withdrawn his fellowship from those 
dead Christians long before they ever made a move to do so! 

It will be costly to buy them back, but we must not flinch at 
paying the price. We must buy them back with the coinage of 
prayer, tears, entreaties, persistent warnings and admonitions 
until they lock themselves behind the doorway of hell! We will 
not reclaim them all-Jesus saw many of his disciples walk 
away never to return, and Paul tearfully refers to some of 
his converts who fell away as "enemies of the cross of Christ, 
whose god is their belly and whose glory is their shame .•. " 
!Jut we must make the effort, and make it NOW! The reproach 
of the building in Troy is a small thing when viewed along
side the staggering number of uncommitted, uninvolved, doomed 
former Christians! 

Brethren, let's pay the price. If they are turned away from 
Heaven in that day, let's be able to tell them through our tears: 
We tried!" 

Bristol Road School of Biblical Studies, Flint, Michigan 48507 
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Students preparing to lead the nearly 1~0 
churches and 3,000 members we haYe m 
Kenya. 

A Land of Beauty 

It was my privilege to spend three 
weeks in August visiting with our mis
sionary families in Kenya and the pur
pose of this article is to ~cquai~t reade~s 
of the Fin1~ Fotmdatton With thetr 
progress in planting the kingdom of 
Christ in Kenya. 

A land of great beauty, Kenya is located 
on the equator, much of Kenya is high
lands with elevations around 5,000 feet, 
and this makes it a beautiful and healthful 
place to live. Kenya h as high mountains 
including Mt. Kenya, more than 17,000 ft. 
Africa's highest mountain, Kilimanjaro, is 
over 19 000 feet and is located just sout h 
in Tan~ania. As Kenyans point out Kili
manjaro should have been in Kenya, but 
Queen Victoria of England gave it to the 
Emperor of Germany as a present .. A 
quick glance at a map of East Afrtca 
confirms that the Kenya-Tanzania border 
was indeed redrawn to put Kilimanjaro in 
Tanzania. Kenya has beautiful lakes and 
some of these are dotted with thousands 
of flamingo. Kenya also has some of the 
largest and best game parks in Africa, 
and tourists come from all over the world 
to see the great herds of wildebeest, zebra 
and giraffe, and the predators that live on 
them. 

Kenya is a third-world developing coun
try and the standard of living is far lower 
than in the United States. The average per 
capita cash income is less than $500 per 
year. However, the American visitor docs 
not sense the hopelessness in Kenya that 
he does in many third-world Asian coun
tries. Instead, Kenya appears to be a de
veloping country, much as our own land 
was in frontier times, and a country with 
a hopef.ul future. The government of Ken
ya is stable. The fathet· of independent 
Kenya, J omo Kenyatta, died one year ago, 
and the new president, Daniel arap Moi, 
has already won the respect of his coun
trymen as a great leader. 

The Beginning of Our Work 

The work of churches of Christ in Ken
ya began in 1965 when two families, the 
Van Tates and Ted Ogles, were sent there 
by the White Station church in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Within three years after t heir arrival, 
the Tates and Ogles had established three 
congregations and had been granted legal 
recognition by the Kenyan government. 
More than a century of Protestant mis-
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Our Work • 
Kenya tn 

B. J . HUMBLE 

sion work had already been done in Ken
ya. It began in 1944 when a Gern1an 
missionary went to Mombasa. He worked 
for seven year s before baptizing his first 
convert . According to recent statistics, 
more than one-third of the people of 
Kenya are "Ch1·istian." 

T he Work Today 
The church of Christ has grown in 

Kenya to the point where we now have 
nearly 100 congregations with more than 
3,000 members. Kenya is about the same 
size as Texas and has a population of 
12,000,000, roughly that of Texas. How
ever, the people of Kenya represent at 
least 70 tribes and languages. 

There are now 13 American families 
and one MARK apprentice in Kenya. They 
are concentrating their work in four geo
graphic areas and with four tribal groups. 

Nairobi. One group of missionaries lives 
in Nairobi, the beautiful capital of Kenya, 
and does most of its work among the 
Kikuyu ttibe. The Kikuyus are the largest 
and most influential tribe. There are now 
about twenty Kikuyu congregations. 

Here are the families who are working 
in Nairpbi, and their sponsoring congre
gations : Berkeley Hackett (Sixth Avenue 
church, Jasper, Alabama), Jerry Sullins 
(Nauvoo, Alabama), Joe Jones (Tangle
wood church, Odessa, Texas), and Louie 
Vesel. Vesel is an ACU MARK appren
tice, who is spending two years in Kenya 
and doing a printing ministry. He will 
have printed one million tracts before he 
is ready to leave Kenya next spring. And 
unlike America, Kenyans accept and read 
tracts eagerly. 

Kisumu. Kisumu, located on Lake Vic
toria, in western Kenya, is the th ird 
largest city in the country. Four families 
live in the Kisumu area and work with 
the Abaluya and Luo tribes. They are : 
Hilton Merritt (Northside church, Cordell, 
Oklahoma), Larry Stephens (Livonia, 
Michigan), Preston Hemphill (Eastwood 
church, Hutchinson, Kansas) and Keith 
Honey (Terrell, Texas) . We now have 
about thirty congregations among the 
Abaluya people. 

Sotik. The Kipsigis tribe numbers about 
700,000 people and we now have nearly 
twenty congregations among them. There 
are four fam ilies living in the Sotik area 
and working with the Kipsigis : Fielden 
Allison (Pocahontas, Arkansas), Gailyn 
Van Rheenen (Seventh and Mueller 
church, Paragould, Arkansas), Richard 
Chowning (White Station church, Mem
phis, Tennessee) and J ames Fowler. The 
Fowlers were "on leave" in the US when 
we were in Kenya. 

Kisii. There are three families living 
in Kisii and working with the Luo and 

Kisii tribes. Two of these families, the 
Ken Boldens and Lawrence Barrs, are 
both supported by the Hermitage Road 
church, Richmond, Virginia, a congregation 
that has played an important role in the 
Kenya work. The third K isii family, Da
vid and Betty Kennamer, from Abilene, 
Texas, are suppo1ted by the Woodlawn 
church in Abilene, where Bro. Kennamer 
formerly served as an elder. The Kenna
mers are teachers, who retired early in 
order to spend three years in the Kenya 
work. There are now twenty-three Luo 
congregations and additional ones among 
the Kisii tribes. 

A United Team 
One of the most impr essive things 

about the Kenya missionary families is the 
way they are working together as a 
united team. They are not a team in the 
sense that all are responsible to a single 
eldership, for, as indicated above, there 
are many congregations suppor ting the 
work in Kenya. Also, the four groups are 
too far from one another geographically 
to function as a single unit. However, a 
beautiful unity of purpose binds all the 
workers together. The one goal to which 
all are committed is the planting of New 
Testament churches in Kenya. They are 
"fellow-workers" in the best New Testa
ment sense, and they all encourage and 
support one another in countless ways. 

The progress of the kingdom in Kenya 
has not been plagued by bickering and 
disagreement among our missionaries. 

Dr. James Baird of OCC and I, along 
with our wives, spent a weekend in re
treat with all the missionary families at a 
Baptist facility at Brackenhurst, near 
Nairobi. The fellowship was uplifting to 
all of us. While the retreat was in 
progress, the missionaries spent several 
hours in setious discussion of the future 
direction of their work. As might be ex
pected with that many missionaries in
volved, there were differences of opinion, 
and the question at issue involved diffi
cult questions about missionary methods. 
However, what was most impressive was 
the love and understanding that prevailed 
through these discussions. And because of 
this spirit, the men were able to reach a 
consensus which all could accept and 
which should provide a solid foundat ion 
for the future of their work. 

The missionaries see themselves as 
"American advisors" to the Kenya Chris
tians. They are trying to develop native 
leadersh ip and to build congregations that 
can be independent of American support. 
They have made great strides toward 
these goals in little more than a decade. 
The future of the kingdom of Christ in 
Kenya looks very bright. 
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We Walk "by Faith" 

In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul defends his 
ministry to those who are criticizing him. 
To his critics he goes back to the root of 
the gospel and affirms that he is preach
ing Jesus Christ and him crucified. He 
does not make any apologies for his mes
sage, nor claim he ~as pa~tic~Jlar elo
quence in presenting 1t. He 1~ JUSt sa:y-
ing: "The message God has given me IS 

the only message man needs to hear, and 
I am going to preach it. It changed my 
life and can change the lives of those 
who hear me." 

The purpose of his message is that ~y 
reaching into the hearts of men, they will 
be turned toward the glory of God. They 
will be made sons of God, and therefore, 
participate in God's glory. There will be 
an ever-increasing number of people who 
can glorify God because of the good news 
that Paul preaches. Even though he is 
being ridiculed and persecuted, he says he 
does not lose heart. "Though the outer 
nature is wasting away, the inner nature 
is being· renewed day by day. For the 
slight momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison." 

I formerly thought that the only thing 
Paul was referring to here was death. He 
obviously has that in mind too. Have you 
noticed that whenever we look at those 
things which are made-those t~ings 
which are visible-we find a deteriOra
tion that frightens us? Nothing we see 
is permanent. Yet, though there is nothing 
permanent that we see, there is something 
very permanent that we all possess; some
thing God has given us. You look at your 
earthly body and observe that it is de
teriorating. As Christians you know t?at 
God is going to give you a new dwellmg 
and it will not deteriorate. You say, 
"Thank God; praise his name." That is 
valid but there is more to it than that. 
The 'certainty of that building God has 
given us validates the message that he 
is giving us. It is a message that can be 
believed because of what God has done 
and who he is. His gift gives man the 
ability to face death with certainty, cour
age, and confidence. 

Paul goes on to say: 

We have this building from God, we 
groan for the heavenly dwelling so that 
by putting it on we may not be found 
naked, for while we are still in this 
tent we sigh with anxiety, not that we 
would be unclothed but that we would 
be further clothed so that which is 
mortal might be swallowed up in life. 

What does he mean by this last phrase? 
Isn't he suggesting that we can finally 
sink our teeth into something that does 
not disappear? We can set our minds on 
something that is permanent. We can 
say with boldness and certainty some
thing about the future-that is, we have 

RANDY BEdTON 

a body that God is going to give to all 
those who love him. 

We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight 
Even though we are deteriorating out

wardly, we are finding a refreshing re
newal inwardly because God's spirit is 
making us into a person that will be fit 
for that permanent building. The reason 
we will be fit for it is because we are not 
walking by sight. We are learning day 
by day not to walk by sight, but by faith. 
If there is any passage in the Bible that 
is difficult for me, it is the one that says 
"we walk by faith and not by sight." It 
may never have caused you any anxiety 
or worry at all, but to me, it is difficult 
for several reasons. 

First of all, I never wanted to walk 
by faith. This kind of walk would not 
be my choice. I have read that that is 
what we are doing if we are going the 
Christian way, but I would never have 
sought it. To walk by faith and not by 
sight is tough when you prefer to walk 
by sight. 

Then, secondly, everybody I have ever 
read about that was successful in knowing 
God walked by faith. Nobody was per
mitted to walk by sight. The righteous 
ones from ancient times until now have 
walked by faith, not by sight. Finally, I 
suppose it disturbs me because to walk 
by faith means that I am going to have 
to trust in something i(someone!) I can
not see. I am going to have to trust 
totally, and I cannot cling to any reser
vations in my walk by faith. Either it is 
going to be God's faith or it is going to 
be luke-warm and ineffective. The walk 
that is about "halfway between" or is 
"waiting to see how things go" is a 
miserable walk. That is a walk wrought 
with danger, fears and anxieties. It holds 
no ultimate satisfaction and builds no 
strong relationship with God. It is worse 
than never starting to walk. 

My tendency is not to want to be com
mitted to anything totally. Totally is a 
strong word. Usually I want a way out. 
God's way is total! It has always im
pressed me in our activities that all of 
us want to be involved, but we also want 
a way out. Whether it is writing a check 
to some worthy cause or giving our help
ing hand to someone, we want to be in
volved only to the degree that we choose 
to be involved. 

I have a friend who says concerning his 
employees' schedules, that everybody does 
different things and he cannot get them 
to concentrate on the things he would 
like for them to do. Every man does ex
actly what he wants to do. Well, that 
appears too simple to be believable. But 
it's true. In jobs, in homelife, in relation
ships of all kinds, we do just about what 
we want to do. We commit ourselves just 
about as firmly as we want to commit our
selves. 

That is why walking by faith and not 
by sight is very difficult. You hesitate to 
make that final commitment because of 
so many questions, even though you know 
God in his own time and in his own way 
will answer. You just do not want to do 
it his way. That is what the call is in 2 
Corinthians: "We are always of good 
courage, we know that while we are home 
in the body we are away from the Lord." 

We have only two choices. We are God's 
while we are in this body, his possession. 
Or we are already away from the body 
and are at home with him. Both ways 
Paul views it, we are with God. He is 
either present with us now, living through 
us, in us, and with us, taking care of all 
that we need, or we are away from this 
earthly life and are with him there. Paul 
has no fears since God is with him. "For 
we walk by faith, not by sight, we are 
of good courage and we would rather 
keep away from the body and be at home 
with the Lord." 

We Know Whom We Are Following, 
and We Have No Doubt 

Paul's message is so certain. Yes, he 
can talk about a crumbling life in this 
body. But as he can talk about the de
terioration of the body, he also knows 
who built the body, and he knows who is 
building the next one. we'll receive. He 
even knows who is getting it, and so, he 
has a certain message. His message is 
why we are a triumphant church! This is 
why every time we gather together for 
worship there ought to be great joy in 
the heart of every Christian. This is why, 
whenever a stranger comes, he ought to 
know there is something different about 
these people. They know good news and 
the One who gives it, and they are fol
lowing him. 

In the days of darkness and turmoil, 
in the days when personal attacks are 
tough, in the days when personal uncer
tainties are real and numerous, Christians 
know what the message is. The message 
is liberation, and it gives strength right 
through every crisis. This is why we 
should not read these passages only when 
we are down. Let's read them when we 
know the fight is on. Let's read them for 
the kind of strength they bring to a per
son who knows the concreteness of his 
message: 

"For if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God 
a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. . . . So, we are always of 
good courage, we know that while we 
are at home in the body, we are away 
from the Lord for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. We are of good courage 
and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord." 

Box 2439, Abilene, TX 79604 
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The Deity of Christ in the Gospel of John 
Written to produce faith in Jesus as 

"the Christ, the Son of God", the gospel 
narrative of the apostle John could be 
t itled "The Gospel of Belief in t he Deity 
of Jesus." F rot:n beginning to end, the 
beloved apostle reveals the God-Man, 
Jesus. The God-Man of histor y must pre
cede the God-Man of faith . This order 
alone provides a reasonable explanation 
for the amazing proclamation that Jesus 
is God. 

The opening statement of the gospel 
reads, "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." Tht·ee facts concerning 
the relationsh ip of t he Word to God are 
here proclaimed. First, the Word exists 
eternally with God. "John does not say 
that the Word had a beginning. But he 
is asserting that when there came to be 
a beginn ing the Word was there" (H. D. 
McDonald, Jesus-Httman and Divine, p. 
96). In other words, "there never was a 
time when the Word was not. There never 
was a thing which did not depend on Him 
for its very existence" (Leon Morris, 
Gospel Accm·ding To John, p. 73). In the 
beginning t he Word was. 

Second, the Word exists as a distinct 
personality in close supplication and fel
lowship with God. Literally, the Word was 
"towards," " righ t up next to," or "face to 
f ace" with God. The preposit ion p1·os 

expresses nearness combined with the 
sense of movement towards God and so 
indicates an active relationship. The 
Logos and God do not simply exist side 
by side, but are on terms of living in
tercourse, and such fellowship implies 
separate personality (G. H. C. Mac
Gregor, The Gospel of John) . 

Thus, the Word and God are d istinct a nd 
at the same time one (J ohn 10:30; 17 :22) . 

Third, the Wor d exists as God. I n na
ture, essence, and being, the Word is 
Deity. T he New World Translation (Je
hovah's Witness) attempts to avoid the 
force of John's statement by translating, 
"the Word was a god." This is based upon 
the absence of the article before theos 
in the Greek. Besides implying polytheism, 
however , this rendering is inconsistent 
with other passages in t he New World 
Translation where the anarthrous theos 
is rendered "God" with a capital "G." 
John omits the article to emphasize the 
participation of Ch rist in the essence of 
the divine nature without denying the 
fellowship of the person of Christ with 
the person of the F ather. Usage of the 
ar t icle would equate theos and logos as re
garding personality a nd would deny t he 
previous statemen t of J ohn that "the Word 
was with God." 

John is leaving open t he possibility 
that there may be more to "God" than 
the "Word." But when he thinks of the 
Word he lays it down unequivocally 
that nothing less than God wi ll do for 
our understanding of the Word (Mor
ris, p . 78). 

T herefore, th is f irst verse sets the tenor 
of t he en tir e gospel. It provides the 
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foundation for Christ's being sent into 
the world and t he mission he was sent 
forth to accomplish. "Precisely because 
the Word was personally distinct from 
God, and is yet essentially God, He could 
make God known-for only through God 
is God known" (McDonald, p. 96). 

That Jesus realized his essential one
ness with God is plain. 

An objection to this oneness of being 
finds expression in t he words of J esus 
himself, "the Father is greater than I " 
(14:28) . Regarding his h uman ity Jesus 
is inferior to the Father, it is asserted. 
However, the passage is not comparing 
the divinity of Christ with his human
ity; r ather, the passage speaks of the 
subordinate position of the Son to the 
Father due to the incarnation (cf. P hil. 
2: 6-11). From his position of humilia
t ion the Son would retu rn to the Father 
to be glorified and exalted (14:13) . 
Once exalted, Jesus would give greater 
power to his disciples. Jesus places no 
qualification on previous statements of 
oneness with the Father; His purpose 
is the comforting of his followers. 

Jesus told the Jews, " My Father is 
working until now, and I myself am work
ing" (5 :17) . While the J ews spoke of 
"our Father" when referring to God, 
Jesus "habitually thought of God as in 
the closest relationship to himself" (Mor
ris, p. 309). He addresses God as "My 
Father" (cf. 6:32, 40; 10:25, 29; 14:2; 
15 :1, 8, 10, 15, 23 ; 20:17), thus equating 
the nature of h is person and the nature 
of his activity \vith that of God. The Jews 
did not fail to grasp the significance of 
t his, because t hey sought to kill Jesus 
since he "was calling God his own Father, 
making h imself equal with God" (5 :18) . 

On another occasion, Jesus explicitly 
asserts, " I and the Father are one" (10 : 
30). It is evident that Jesus means more 
than unity of purpose or unity of will 
with the Father as indicated again by the 
reaction of the J ews (vv. 31-33) . "The 
anger of the Jews against Jesus is ex
plicable only on the basis of their under
standing him to claim for himself equali
ty with God" (Bruce Metzger, Theology 
Today, April, 1953). 

So intimate is this equality, this Father
Son association, that Jesus tenderly uses 
the collective "we" while speaking to the 
Father (17:11, 21). J esus is in the Father, 
and the Father is in Jesus (14 :10) . To 
have known Jesus is to have known the 
F ather ( 14:7), and to have seen Jesus is 
to have seen the Fathet· (14:9, 11; cf. 6 : 
46). To believe in Jesus is to believe in 
the Father (12:44; cf. 14:1}, and to hear 
the words of Jesus is to hear the words 
of the Father (3:34; 12:49-50). Both 
Father and Son act mutually (5:19, 30); 
they bestow life (5:21; cf. 11 :25) and 
execute judgment (5 :22-29; cf. Acts 17: 
31). The Father and the Son are deserv
ing of equal honor (5:23), and both are 
possessors of inherent life (5 :26; cf. 1 :4) . 

These interrelated and interpenetrating 
aspects of their being spring forth from 
their eternal co-existence. Before the days 
of Abraham (8 :58), from the very begin
ning ( 1 :1-2), even prior to the foundation 
of the world ( 17:5, 24), the logos existed 
with I AM. When Jesus declares, "before 
Abraham was, I AM," he claims for him
self the incommun icable name of Yahweh 
(Ex. 3:14; cf. Deut. 32:39 ; I sa. 43:10), 
the eternally existent One of the Old Tes
tament. The Jews fully understood his 
claim as a reference to absolute Deity, 
because they attempted to stone him which 
is the penalty for blasphemy (8:59; Lev. 
24:16) . 

Having been sent forth (3:17; 10: 36 ; 
17 :3) and sealed (3 :31; 6 :27) by the 
Father, this eternally existing logos de
scended from above (3 :31; 8:23) . He be
came f lesh and dwelt among men ( 1 : 14), 
f unctioning as the revelatory agent of 
God (1 :18) . T hus, he rises far above mere 
humanity by working and existing from 
God, for God, and as God. 

His Deity finds expression in the termi
nology used to define h is office. He is 
God's anointed and appointed, "the 
Christ," the Corning One who declares all 
things ( 4:25-26; 11 :27) . He is "the Son 
of Man" who alone has ascended into 
heaven (3 :13 ; cf. Acts 2:34). He is "the 
Son of God" and "the King of I srael" (1: 
49). He is "the Holy One of God" (6:69) 
and "Lord" (13:13-14; 21 :15-17) . 

This oneness of essence permits the 
apostle J ohn to attribute to the person 
of Jesus qualities belonging only to God. 
Jesus is eterna l (1:5, 30 ; cf. 1 T im. 1:17; 
6 :16); He forgives sins (1:29; 8 :34-36; 
cf. Mk. 2 :7) thereby bringing peace (14 : 
27; 20:19-23) ; He is all-knowing, ex
hibiting perfect knowledge of all men (1: 
47-50 ; 4: 16-19, 29, 39; 16:30; 21 :17) and 
foretelling future events (2 :19-22; 14: 
29; 16:4; 21 :18; cf. I sa. 46:9-10); H e 
possesses divine miraculous power ( 4:46-
54; 5:1-9; 6:19 ; 9:1-7) even power over 
death (11:25, 43-44 ; 20:1-18); and he re
ceives and accepts worship (9 :38 ; 11:32 ; 
20 :28; cf. Mt. 4:10). Concerning this last 
point how could Thomas, when he beheld 
t he risen and na il-scarred J esus, rest rain 
;from crying, "My Lord and My God"? 
This in an open confession of Deity. 

To him who can be and do what God 
a lone can be and do belongs t he f ullness 
of Deity (Col. 2 :9). Thus, Jesus can pro
claim, " I ant the way, the truth , and the 
life" (14 :6); "I am the light" (8:12; cf. 
I sa. 60 :19-20): and " I Clint the good shep
herd" (10:11; cf. Isa. 40:10-11) . I n these 
claims (especially the last) Jesus perfor ms 
functions identical to that performed by 
Yahweh. To John it is plain that in the 
person of Jesus the full glory of Yahweh 
is displayed and made known. 

John is emphatically clear as to the 
identity of the logos he proclaims. True, 
he is Man-Jesus; but more importantly, 
he is God-Jesus. To miss this point, the 
r eader must be prejudiced against the 
facts. 
Box 207, Sunman, IN 47041 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 18, 1980 



Have We Changed? (3) 
MONROE E. HAWLEY 

Having previously considered three of 
the motivating ideals of the early Restora
tion Movement, we will now examine two 
additional concepts which are vital to a 
complete return to the early Christian 
faith. 

Non-Sectarian Christianity 
The Restoration Movement began as a 

reaction against sectarianism. If sectar
ianism is wrong, non-sectarian Christian
ity must be the a answer. The Last will 
and Testament called for the abandon
ment of the denominational system. "We 
will, that this body die, be dissolved, and 
sink into union with the Body of Christ 
at large; for there is •but one Body, and 
one Spirit, even as we are called in one 
hope of our calling, ... We will, that our 
name of distinction with its Reverend 
title, be forgotten, that there be but one 
Lord over God's heritage, and his name 
One." 

The Declaration and Address not only 
condemned sectarianism, but also biblical
ly defined the body of Christ by stating 
"that the Church of Christ upon earth is 
essentially, intentionally, and constitu
tionally one; consisting of all those in 
every place that profess their faith in 
Christ and obedience to him in all things 
according to the Scriptures, and that 
manifest the same by their tempers and 
conduct, and of none else; none else can 
be truly and properly called Christians." 

Scripturally speaking, God's church is 
composed of all those who have been saved 
from their sins by the blood of Christ. It 
is the family of the redeemed. Its bound
aries are determined by the Lord, not 
man, and it cannot be fractured into sec
tarian groups without divine disapproval. 
Although this concept is remarkably sim
ple, the sectarianism that surrounds us 
makes it very difficult to communicate. 

The restoration pioneers did not regard 
their movement as just another denomina
tion. They wanted to be undenominational, 
but did not deny that some in the de
nominations were Christians. They called 
upon them to cast off the shackles of sec
tarianism. Frequently they would say, 
"While we claim to be Christians only, 
we do not claim to be the only Christians." 

However, the early leaders did not fully 
grasp the implications of this ideal. Al
though they decried the evils of sectarian 
ism, following the lead of Alexander 
Campbell, they thought of it largely in 
terms of doctrinal error. A group was 
sectarian to the extent that it was off 
the biblical base. It was non-sectarian if 
its teachings were completely supported 
by the Scriptures. But is sectarianism not 
as much a matter of improper attitudes 
as it is truth and error? One can be doc
trlna\\y correct and still terribly sectarian 
in outlook. 

It was not until the latter third of the 
nineteenth century that men of another 
generation more fully developed the un
denominational concept. Such men as Ben-

j amin and Joseph Franklin, F. G. Allen, 
F. D. Srygley, M. C. Kurfees, and G. C. 
Brewer stand out as staunch advocates 
of this position. 

Where are we today? Most of us of a 
conservative posture profess to ·be just 
Christians and call for a return to unde
nominational Christianity. Unfortunately 
much of our teaching along this line is 
limited to condemning denominationalism 
without giving sufficient attention to our 
own shortcomings. We have a major prac
tice gap. 

Our sectarianism is illustrated in the 
following: (1) We use sectarian termi
nology as witness the unbiblical way that 
"Church of Christ" is employed. (Where 
in the Bible do we read of "Church of 
Christ preachers," "Church of Christ 
Christians," or "Church of Christ church
es"?) (2) We tend to identify the body of 
Christ with a brotherhood of churches 
circumscribed by our own tests of doc
trinal loyalty. If a congregation fails to 
measure up to our views of contemporary 
issues, it ceases to be undenominational. 
( 3) Too often we presume to have a comer 
on truth, not realizing that in some re
spects others may be closer to the will of 
God than we are. ( 4) Sometimes we de
velop a party loyalty in which we strive 
to outdo our religious neighbors with big
ger buildings or larger bus programs. 

These things where they exist are symp
tomatic of a sectarian attitude. Sectar
ianism in thinking is necessarily com
municated in our teaching. We must better 
learn to practice what we preach and be 
Christians only in truth as well as in 
theory. 

Christian Liberty 
The Restoration Movement began at a 

time when men were fiercely independent. 
Although they were responsive to the 
word of God, they did not want others 
trying to control their thoughts. When the 
restoration leaders pointed them to the 
Bible as the answer to their spiritual 
needs, they gladly accepted the idea. 

However, some difference in biblical 
understanding had to be tolerated. Thomas 
Campbell wrote in the Declaration and 
Address, "Our inference, upon the whole, 
is, that where a professing Christian broth
er opposes or refuses nothing either in 
faith or practice, for which there can be 
expressly produced a 'Thus saith the 
Lord,' that we ought not to reject him 
because he cannot see with our eyes as to 
matters of human inference, of private 
judgment .... In a word, that we ought to 
receive one another as Christ hath also 
received us to the glory of God. We dare 
not, therefore, patronize the rejection of 
God's dear children, because they may not 
be able to see alike in matters of human 
inference-of private opinion." 

To Campbell this was the meaning of 
Christian liberty of which he further 
wrote, "We are also persuaded that as 
no man can be judged for his brother, so 

Pigs and Priorities 
ALLEN CORNELL 

Every time the New Testament men
tions pigs it's a matter of pigs and priori
ties. 

Jesus said not to cast your pearls be
fore swine. I feed over 400 sows frequent
ly. As they anticipate being fed, the 
decibel level surpasses that of a super
sonic jet. They would probably devour a 
ton of pearls before the trampling started. 

Suppose you've got two buckets. One 
is full of pearls (spiritual values). The 
other bucket is full of swill .(worldly 
pursuits). Your choice is to dump one in 
the trough and to live on the other. Think 
about it before you act. Pearls are not 
valuable to pigs. 

Remember the young man who spent 
his inheritance on loose living? His 
priorities led him down a path to the pig 
pen. An appetite, unsatisfied with pig's 
feed, awakened a remembrance of better 
things. Satan's attractive neon light in a 
distant country seems to spell "live." But 
when one ends up in that country's pig 
pen and looks back on the light, it's let
ters are reversed and spell "evil." For
tunately the young man could reexamine 
his priorities and return to a father who 
would run to meet him. 

Local headline: 2000 PIGS DROWN! 
The story tells of the great loss to the 
investors, of the herdsmen without jobs, 
and of Jesus being responsible and being 
asked to leave the area. Finally the fact 
that a demon possessed man has been 
cured receives brief mention. Where 
would you put the priority? How many 
pigs would you give that one soul might 
receive a great blessing? I've heard breth
ren say they didn't t!J.ink Jesus had the 
right to destroy the pigs. The cattle on 
1000 hills belong to Jehovah. Perhaps 
some pigs belong to him also. 

Pigs like to be cool, too. They do not 
sweat much, so they seek a water hole or 
mud hole. Hey, if you want to be "cool," 
you have to wallow in the mud hole of 
sin. But give some consideration to the 
priorities. Be "cool" or be clean. The 
cleansing blood of Jesus offers a better 
alternative. 

Four times the New Testament mentions 
pigs. In each case we are admonished to 
evalute our priorities. 
Rt. 1, Box 292, Muscoda, WI 53573 

no man can judge for his brother; every 
man must be allowed to judge for himself, 
as every man must bear his own judgment 
-must give account of himself to God." 

Obviously there must be unity in basic 
doctrine and all of the early leaders knew 
this. But in theory, at least, they were 
willing to recognize the right of the in
dividual to his private opinions if he did 
not seek to force them on his brethren. 

One incident put the theory to the test 
and greatly contributed to its practical 
implementation. At the 1828 annual meet
ing of the Mahoning Association (it dis
solved two years later because its right 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Preachers and Bible Study 
JAMES D. BALES 

The church is well on the way to apos
tasy if only the preachers study the Bible. 
When the Bible. ceases to be the book 
which the church ponders, the church is 
well on the wa"y to ceasing to be the 
church Christ died to create. Like the 
noble Bereans we need to search the scrip
tures daily (Acts 17 :11) . However, the 
Bible also needs to be the book, above all, 
which preachers of the word study. How 
shall they know the word, and how shall 
they grow in knowledge and insight, if 
they do not dwell on the word? 

Time magazine for December 31, 1979 
carried an article on "American Preach
ing: A Dying Art?" They gave some of 
the reasons t hat preachers in the denom
inational world were not devoting much 
time to the preparation of t heir sermons. 
Fi1·st, some of t hem have little time to 
spend on preparing their lessons. They 
are involved in such a multiplicity of 
activities that they have little time for 
Bible study and sermon preparation. Of 
course, there are those who have a lot of 
time but are too lazy. There are those 
who Jet television steal a lot of their time. 
In the church there are preachers who 
are so busy here and there that they have 
li ttle t ime to prepare the messages which 
they are both privileged and obligated to 
deliver. What about you? Do you let 
some things, which may be good within 
themselves, take so much of your time 
that you do not have time fo r study? 
One of my friends who visits a lot of 
different congregations said that he was 
very disappointed with the seeming lack 
of preparation and the lack of adequate 
Biblical content which was evident in 
some of the preaching which he has h em·d. 

S econd, there are others who do not 
study very much, and who especially neg
lect Bible study, because they do not be
lieve that the Bible is the inspired book 
which is therefore relevant for man until 
the end of time. As Time commented: 
"The problems are compounded when the 
clergyman is a liberal in theology, which 
may mean that he is uncertain about the 
importance and accuracy of the Bible or 
even about the urgent need for biblical 
teaching. Seminary instruction in homi
letics (the techniques of sermon prep
aration) is generally good. But to con
servative cri tics th is work is often 
undermined by Bible faculties. ' Seminar
ians are not sure God is speaking in the 
Bible,' says James Boice of Philadelphia's 
Tenth Presbyterian Church. 'The profes
sors t hink of the Bible as a collection of 
human documents. Centuries ago, even 
t he heretics believed the Bible was the 
word of God; they were just wrong in the 
way they interpreted it'" (Time, Decem
ber 31, 1979; quoted from Ch1·istian 
News). 

Thi,-d, as sad as it is, we may be seeing 
signs of a famine of t he word of God in 
some congregations. Ray Dutton r ecently 
wrote : " During the two years I was priv
ileged to spend with brother Gus N ichols 
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before his death, many times I heard him 
cry over the growing practice among many 
of our preachers to 'lecture' rather than 
'preach the word.' His complaint was 
that ever increasing · numbers of our 
preachers are refraining from reading 
and quoting the scriptures and from 
giving book, chapter, and verse for state
ments they make. 

"On one occasion brother Nichols and 
I attended a funeral service where the 
preacher spoke some twenty minutes and 
in that t ime never quoted or r ead from 
even one verse of the 'holy scriptures' 
(2 Timothy 3:15). Later, as we discussed 
this matter, brother Nichols commented, 
'He talked and talked and talked, but he 
neve?· let the Lonl get a word in edgewise' " 
(Gospel Advocate, October 18, 1979, p. 
657)! 

Of course, an entire sermon or article 
may expound on only one passage of 
scripture, but a book by Jehovah's Wit
nesses may contain a large number of 
scriptures misapplied. 
Fo~trth, as surprising as it may seem 

there was one preacher who told a friend 
of mine that he did not spend much time 
in the Bible in preparation of his sermons. 
He said that the Bible was a primer and 
that he had studied it in college and in 
graduate work. I find this attitude un
believable. The Bible is the mighty uni
verse on whose fringes the child can 
stand and Jearn but whose uttermost 
reaches no man has penetrated. There is 
more in the word than you have found 
as yet, and regardless of how long you 
study it, there will be more to learn. We 
g raduate from the books of men but we 
never graduate from the Bible. It is the 
product of the Infinite Mind and the finite 
mind of man will never probe its deepest 
depth, its greatest heights, or its widest 
breadth. 

Chris tian, whether you are a preacher 
or not, if you are not studying t he Bible 
what is your excuse ? One does not have 
to quote a scripture every time he makes 
a statement in order to preach scripture. 
However, if we forget the word of t he 
Lord we shall be forgotten. We shall be 
destroyed for a lack of knowledge (Hosea 
4:6-10). 
707 E. Race, Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

A Most Unlikely Prospect 
VAN C. LEDBETTER 

If the book of Acts ended at chapter 
nine, verse 2, Saul of Tarsus would have 
gone down in history as one of the most 
dreadful men of all time. As pictured in 
chapters seven and eight, then in the first 
two verses of chapter nine, he is difficult 
indeed to think of as a good candidate 
for the greatest apologist Christianity 
has ever known. But he became just that. 

It's a good thing that God doesn't al
ways see people and things the way we 
usually do! The answer to the surprise 
of Saul's conversion and the power of his 
life's work for Christ is discovered in the 
truth of 1 Sam. 16:7, "God seetlt not as 
?nan seeth." Most of us would probably 

have done just what the first century 
Christians did-written Saul off as a 
hopeless enemy (see Acts 9 :26). 

But God had a pros pect. Saul acted as 
he did because he was a deeply religious 
man, and God understood his motivations. 
Saul was wrong; he was violent; but he 
was not of a malignant spirit. He was 
impelled by a troubled conscience that he 
later cla imed nevet· to have violated, a 
statement that few of us today would 
care to make! H e r eally believed what he 
was doing to be right, though it was one 
hundred eighty degrees from it. 

There are two very important lessons 
here: f irst, that it is quite possible for 
us to be far away from God while at the 
same time thinking we're serving him 
faithfully; and second, that God can see 
the tremendous possibilities in such sin
cere, even if misguided, hearts--possibili
ties that too often escape ouT comprehen
s ion. 

Saul was fiercely loyal to what he be
lieved. He was an orthodox, strict Jew, 
who could have gloried in his position 
and boasted of it. But though convinced 
of the rightness of his behavior, he was 
still lost. He called himself, later on, "a 
blasphemer, persecutor, injurious, unbe
lieving ... chief of sinners." He always 
considered himself a debtor, under special 
constraint and obligation during his apos
tolic labors because of the tremendous 
depths from which God had rescued him. 

But how grateful we can be today that 
God saw this g reat man for what he 
co1tld be, not just for what he was! And 
may he help us to look upon a ll men in 
the same light. We must learn to see the 
unimaginable potential in all persons of 
good conscience and conviction. This 
w riter has known at least one excellent 
preacher of the gospel who became such 
only after escaping the torments of sev
eral years' alcoholism. We have known 
many men who were denominationalist to 
the co1·e to begin preaching pure New 
Testament Christianity. We have known 
more than one "sotTy j a ilbird " to be con
verted and begin living a strong, pro
ductive Christian life. We must, therefore, 
view any man as a " prospect" until every 
means to bring him to salvation has been 
tried and has failed. 

And God had a purpose. Saul was a 
"chosen vessel", to be a "witness", and 
an apostle. God in tended to take him, a 
most unlikely prospect indeed, to the very 
pinnacle of service--and he did. 

T his establishes that no matter what 
our past conduct ot· our present entangle
ments; no matter wha t our financial and 
educational attainments or deficiencies; 
God can take any person who will accept 
his call and through that person work 
marvelous things. Who can say what 
glories may lie ahead for anyone who will 
heed him? 

God also had a lllan. Saul's conversion 
was not completed on the road to Damas
cus- indeed, it couldn't be-so God sent 
a preacher to tell him what he " must" do. 
But, why not give him the ins tructions 
then and there? Because it was not con
sistent with God's purpose regarding the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Restoration Principle: An Implication 
FOREE GROVE 

Not long ago a lady here in Montevideo was baptized into 
Christ. She had some questions which we were trying to answer 
and one of them involved the restoration principle even though 
the principle per se was never mentioned. We were discussing 
the unique, undenominational character of the New Testament 
church. She asked how we knew who was saved and who wasn't. 
Of course, the answer was given that those who were baptized 
into Christ, realizing the meaning of baptism, that it is a death 
to an old life and an entrance into a new spiritual life in the 
family of God were saved. Also, we noted that anyone who had 
not made this spiritual move could not, according to the New 
Testament, be saved or be a member of the Lord's church. The 
lady immediately saw the implication of this truth, and asked, 
''When did you all arrive here?" We answered, "Three years 
ago." The immediate question was "What about all the people 
who died before you came?" We explained that American mis
sionaries are not the only way to hear the gospel, many have 
come to know the truth by personal study from the beginning 
or honest study out of error. We also mentioned that that is 
exactly why Jesus gave the great commission, so people would 
not die without hearing. She was baptized into Christ and is 
growing and already beginning to pray for her family. 

This event impressed me first of all with validity of the 
restoration principle. The principle which sends us back to the 
Bible as our only source of spiritual knowledge is Biblical and 
valid. The very statements of Jesus and of the apostles imply 
the restoration principle. In the face of denominationalism, the 
restoration principle is the only Biblical answer possible to the 
question "who are the saved." 'ro the woman who was baptized, 
the restoration principle is obvious; in order to know the truth, 
one has to leave traditional moorings and return to the New 
Testament. In order to see truth out of the "evangelical" fog 
you have to leave Calvinism and Wesleyism and Mormonism 
and Catholicism and evangelicalism and return to the Bible, 
which begins by accepting the restoration principle. The res
toration principle is valid. 

Another point brought home again by the experience related 
is the implication of the restoration principle. We are unique. 
Those who return to the Bible and accept true Biblical doc
trine and leave traditional and unbiblical concepts are unique. 

The truth on baptism is really a crucial point. Almost no 
one else accepts it as essential for salvation. Even G. R. Beasley 
Murray in his book on baptism rejects it after saying by 
implication that it is true. True faith and worship are unique, 
the Body of Christ, the true believers are a unique group of 
people. The lady whom we mentioned saw the uniqueness, this 
difference, and was led to ask the question she asked. Brethren, 
we stand alone. Alone in an "evangelical" world who will not 
return to the Lord due to their own personal doctrines and 
traditions. 

Those who accept the restoration principle as valid also accept 
the unique position of the Lord's church. The implications of 
the restoration principle are evident. We cannot fellowship 
those who do not adhere to New Testament truth. Those who 
insist on disregarding or ignoring New Testament truth can-

not become part of the fellowship of light because God accepts 
no darkness. We adhere to these implications and preach a 
unique doctrine and practice a closed fellowship. We must, how
ever, be careful not to contradict ourselves and be sure we 
return to the New Testament and leave our traditions and 
opinions. 

Let's talk about evangelism. As stated, the restoration prin
ciple implies a unique body with a unique doctrine. It also 
implies the preaching of these doctrines. The denominational 
world, rallied under the title "evangelical" now announce an 
easy, acceptable, but untruthful view of Christ, salvation and 
the church. In the midst of this error, we stand alone claiming 
the truth. Our evangelistic effort is the only way we will lead 
people to the truth and out of denominational or evangelical 
error. 

Evangelism implies world evangelism, the U.S. is not unique 
in its need for the truth and Jesus did say "the world" in 
Matthew 28:19-20. Denominationalism is everywhere and we 
can only combat it by being everywhere. The restoration prin
ciple, because it is Biblical, demandg world evangelism. If we 
as the Lord's people refuse to preach to the world because 
money is tight and some fields are slow, and we have been 
burned, and we might have to turn off our air conditioners, 
then we have left the principle we say we believe, and, because 
it is Biblical, we have also left God's truth. 

We jump all over Baptists for their refusal to see the truth 
on baptism, we try to convict others of sin for their refusal to 
worship as God has asked yet we condone ourselves with selfish, 
egotistical and materialistic excuses for not involving ourselves 
in world evangelism. Many members, elders and preachers excuse 
their congregation's lack of evangelistic effort by saying "we 
are doing mission work by going across the street." True, but 
Jesus said the world and did not specify any one congregation 
in being responsible for the world, he gave the command to all 
of us. Returning to the Bible demands world evangelism by 
every Christian. 

It's high time we accepted the implications of world evan
gelism that comes to us as we embrace the Biblical restora
tion principle. It's time we realized evangelism is our unique 
task which goes with being a unique people. Anyone who claims 
Christ, but refuses the work of world evangelism is contra
dicting himself because being Christ's is being evangelistic. 
It is his nature and by principle his nature is our's. 
Casilla de Correo 1448, Montevideo, Uruguay, S. A. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FmM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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!Jmproving Congregational Singing 
HOL.LAND L . BORING, SR., EDITOR 

DEVELOPING CONGREGATIONAL SI NGING 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC will be held, as in the past, 
in Hensel Memor ial Pa rk, June 9-20. This beautif ul, well equipped camp is about 35 
mil es N. W. of Austin on Lake Tr avis . Plans are being made for our largest and best 
school. Send your application in soon; or, if you wish, write Bro. Reuel Lemmons, 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 for information. 

The song on th is page was written by Bro. Sandlin who attended my school in 
Pa ris last fa ll. H ope you will enjoy s inging it . 

When the Lord Comes In Glory 
M.E.S. M. E. Sandl in 

1. When the Lor d comes in glo - ry on that won - der - ful 
hea - ven nor a cloud in the 
man - s ion sing- ing praise to the 

2 . Not a shad - ow in 
3. In the hea - ven - ly 

we shall meet Him in clouds of 
not a sor - row or bur - de n 
ar e the l oved ones who've gone on 

ones will 
o' er the 
der - tul 

gath - er 
r iv - er 

morn-ing 

on 
to e 

when the 

the s ky, 
to bear, 
be - fore, 

Then the s aved 
When we cross 
On that won-

o.s. Where the ra n-

!.-' 
s hor e there to 
s hor e hea-ven's 
own we shall 

s omed will s ing round the hea - ven - ly throne and its 
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Fine 

dwell in that great by and by:-' 
gl o - ry for - ev - e r we 'll s ha re. 
meet on that beau - ti - ful s hore. 

---- -:----

In that won - der - ful land 

D.S. 

on the far a - way s trand the re' s a beau- ti - fu l home of the soul, 

TRAI NED SONGLEADE RS ARE 
NEEDED 

By Holland L. Boring, Sr. 
It is exciting to observe the potential 

leadersh ip as well as the talents of the 
young people of the church; a nd it is en
com·aging to see church leaders realizing, 
more and more, their responsibility in 
helping t heir member s to g row in all 
phases of church activity. 

I n t he area of developing cong rega
t ional singing, many church es do not have 
t he per sonnel to pr ovide the training 
needed . This is true in tr a ining preachers 
as well as songleader s ; so a number of 
schools have been set up for this purpose 
of teaching and training better preach
ers and more efficient songleaders. 

The songleader s should have thorough 
preparation mentally, emotionally, and 
musically. They should not only have a 
clear concept of t he Truth, but a lso char
acters above reproach and singing voices 
of musical qualities t hat can be trained to 
be used with confidence. They should have 
a sense of rhythm a nd fundamentals of 
music no tation : notes and rests values, 
pitch, keys, scales, chords, and signs that 
indicate changes in tempo and dynamics. 
The songleader must know a nd be able to 
use the standard signs of hand movements 
for differ ent measures. A knowledge of 
hymn literature will be helpful in choosing 
songs for the sentiments needed. 

If instructors were available, each con
gregation should have at least two s ing
ing schools a year in order to produce a nd 
sustain t he quality of sing ing t he Lord's 
church deserves. THE FOUNDATION 
SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC offers the 
help that congregations cannot provide 
within themselves. Her e the best possible 
t eacher s are p rovided and the cost is 
kept as low as possible. 

Now is the time to reserve a place in 
t he school for deserving men, boys, wom
en, and g irls . 

A singing congr egation is a working 
congregation in every activ ity of t he 
church. We must do what we can to better 
our singing that sinners be led to Christ, 
t hat members may grow closer to J esus, 
and that the Lord may be pleased. 

SOUL W INNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Q ualify to be a fu ll-time 
PERSON AL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P .O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. N O TUITION . 
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HAVE WE CHANGED? 
(Continued from page 7) 

another when some observed special days 
and others did not, surely we need to 
broaden our conception of Christian 
liberty. 

Have we changed? Indeed we have-
in some ways for the better and in other 
ways for the worse. The important thing, 
however, is not how we stand with re
spect to the pioneers of the Restoration 
Movement, but where we stand with re
spect to the will of God as revealed in 
the Holy Word. 
P. 0. Box 21816, Milwaukee, WI 53221 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

COMMUNION Jm,EAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

to exist was questioned), a Restorationist 
preacher named Aylette Raines sought 
acceptance into the Restoration Move
ment. (The Restorationists were a dif
ferent people who believed that all would 
eventually be saved.) Raines had recently 
been immersed for the remission as a 
result of the teaching of Walter Scott. 
Some opposed accepting Raines because 
they feared he had not abandoned the 
Restorationist views. That day Alexander 
Campbell presented a forceful message 
from Romans 14 in which he developed 
the theme that we ought to receive one 
another when we disagree about opinions. 
The Raines matter tested the principle. 
Raines stated honestly that he still held 
some of his former views, but that he 
would not teach them because they were 
opinions. After some discussion he was 
accepted and he went on to become a 
powerful proclaimer of the gospel. With
in six months he abandoned his heretical 
opinions. 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

I fear that we do not have the same 
grasp of Christian liberty that these men 
did. In our effort to defend the faith we 
have often demanded conformity in think
ing as the price of fellowship. If doc
trinal error is promoted it must be op
posed, but every person has some private 
views that others will not accept. Through 
the centuries many restoration efforts have 
floundered because self-appointed defend
ers of the faith resorted to political pres
sure as a means of achieving thought 
conformity to their understandings of the 
Scriptures. I must be willing to recognize 
that there is not an identity between what 
the Bible says and what I think it means. 
If others honestly differ from me in in
terpreting a difficult passage, I do not 
thereby have the right to accuse them of 
rejecting the authority of the written 
word. Perhaps, just perhaps, I _am wrong! 
If Paul enjoined Christians to accept one 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$85.00 

CROSSROADS 
CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL 
P.O. BOX 917 • BRIGHTON, COLO. 80601 
457-0554 

IS ND\N ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FDA: 

HEAD TEACHER 
send resume ar call collect 
far application packet 

June 15-20, 1980 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

BACK TO THE BASICS 
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A MOST UNLIKELY PROSPECT 

(Continued from page 8) 
Gospel (see 2 Cor . 4 :6-7; 5:18-19) . The 
powe r to save is in the preached tuord, 
a nd even in the special case of Saul God 
himself would not violate t he principle. 
There is no record of any conversion in 
the New Testament that was not accom
plished through the personal teaching of 
the word. 

him the "must do" ( vv. 9, 11, 18; Acts 
22 : 16). This is the same plan that was 
presented to a ll s inners from the begin
ning of the Gospel era at Pentecost. The 
apostle himself later elaborated the same 
great themes-about faith, death to sin, 
and immersion into Christ--in eloquent 
fashion. He spent the rest of his life 
telling what he found out on the Damascus 
road and in that apartment on Straight 
Street! 

t hrough whatever talents each one has, 
and radiant spirits made anew in his 
image. For any individual the story, like 
that of Saul , may be just beginning at 
chapter nine, verse two. 
P. 0. Box 184, Durant, OK 74701 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products fo r the Thrifty 
Congregation or Chris tian School 

Saul refused food and drink for three 
days. He spent t hat time in prayer( and, 
we may surely assume, much soul-search
ing) . Ananias t hen came a nd provided 

We must see ourselves and all men as 
God sees us today-potentially beloved 
children in Chr ist, powerful servants 

Plea.se wri tc or call for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Dx 8300 
\Vnco, •rcxn11 70710 

Ed 'Vllson 
(817) 7 72- 1104 

12. 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Preacher's Forum 

The Function and Authority of Elders and Preachers 

Tuesday, April 22, 1980 

Featured Speakers: 
James Baird, Dowell Flatt, Harold Hazelip, Reuel Lemmons 

Jack Lewis, Marvin Phillips, Guy N. Woods 

Forum Schedule 
9:00-9:50 C reek Word Studies on the Function 

and Authority of Elders 
Dowell Flatt , Professor of C reek and 
New Tes tament , Freed-Hardeman 
College 

10:00-10:50 C reek Word Studies on the Function 
and Au thority of Preachers 
Jack Lewis, Professor of Bible, 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

II :00-11:50 Open Forum 
Chai rman: Harold Hazelip, Dean, 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. 
Panel Members: Dowell Flatt , jack Lewis 

L2:00-1 :30 Lunch Break Alumni Luncheon 
Please make reservations ea rl y. 

1:40-1:50 A Report on the Ha rding Graduate 
School of Religion 
Bill Flatt, Registrar, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion 

1:50-2:00 What Harding Gradua te School 
Means to Me 

2:00-2:25 

2:25-2 :50 

3:00-3:25 

3:25-3:50 

C. W. Bradley , minister, 
Wooddale Church of Christ, Memphis 

Elders as Leaders 
Rather Than Commanders 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor, 
Firm Foundation 
Elders Have Authority By Divine Decree 
Guy N. Woods, Associate Editor, 
Gospel Advocate 
The Preacher Has No Authority 
Harold Hazelip 
The Preacher is a Leader 
James 0 . Baird, Chancellor, Oklahoma 
Christi an College 

3:50-4:15 

4:25-5:15 

The Preacher Has Authority 
Marvin Phill ips, m inister , Carnett Road 
Church of Christ, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Open Forum 
Chai rman: Bill Flat t 
Panel Members: Reuel Lemmo ns, Guy 
N. Woods, Harold Hazelip, James 0. 
Baird , Marvin Phillips 

Harding Graduate School of Rel igion 
1000 Cherry Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38117 
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7th ANNUAL CARIBBEAN 
CHRISTIAN CRUISE 

& LECTURESHIP 
JUNE 7-14, 1980 

7-DA Y CRUISE TO FOUR PORTS: 
* Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 
*St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 
*San Juan, Puerto Rico 
* Cap Haitien, Haiti 

DEPARTS FROM M IAMI, FLORIDA 

1980 LECTURESHIP "LOOK TOWARD THE SEA" 

DARRELL AND LANA FRAZIER 
W est M onroe, Louisiana 

TOUR HOSTS 

KEN DYE 
L ubbock, Texas 

*Ideal Caribbean ports for shopping and 
sightseeing 

* Excellent cabin accomodations and 
facilities 

* No passports or vaccinations required 

* Special group island tours available. 
* Round-trip charter bus fare available 

from West Monroe, La . 
* Meet with local churches at each port 

stop and see firsthand mission efforts 
* Outstanding Bible lectures, songfests and 

fellowship while at sea 
* Puccini Dining Room reserved for CCC 

group 

BOB BROWN BILL SMITH 
C aracas, Venez u ela West Moruoe, Louisiana 

Prices: starting from $620 per adult based 
upon double occupancy, including tips, port 
taxes, registration fee and meals. Fare doesn't 
include travel to Miami. 

,-------~------------
CLIP AND MAIL TO : 

DARRELL FRAZI ER, DIRECTOR 
Caribbean Christian Crui se 

P.O. Box 2000 
West Monroe, La. 71291 

Please send free color brochure on CCC '80 to: 

NAME ________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS ______________________________ _ 
Street 

Come join over 100 other Christians from across the country and enjoy the vacation of a lifetime. 
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SCRIPTURE TRANSLATIONS REACH 
NEW PEAK OF 1,685 LANGUAGES 
At least one book of the Bible had been 

published by the end of 1979 in 1,685 of 
the world's languages and distinct dialects, 
according to the American Bible Society. 

This represents an increase of 26 lan
guages over the 1978 count of 1,659 in 
which a first publication of Scriptures has 
appeared. Among these are 6 languages 
spoken in Papua, New Guinea, 4 in Ni
geria, 3 in Mexico, 3 in Ethiopia and two 
each in the USSR: Avar and Moldavian. 

First publications of the entire Bible 
were published in five languages: Bari in 
Sudan, Gouro on Ivory Coast, I sindebele 
in Rhodesia, Lango in Uganda and P a
zande in Zaire. 

There were 25 languages in which com
plete New Testaments were reported 
published for the first time. 

Geographically speaking, Africa has the 
largest number of languages (492) in 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P . 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 

$200,.000 
Interest Semiannual Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 31/z to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131/z years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 
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which at least one book of the Bible h as 
been translated. Asia ranks second with 
429 languages and Latin America third 
with 275. In Australia and the South 
Pacific, Scriptures have been published 

in 246 languages, in Europe 179, and in 
North America 62. 

The complete Bible has been published 
in 273 languages, New Testaments in 482, 
and Portions in 940. 

O·-~~-~~-~~-•-o-a_o_u_o~•.-c-o-D~.-o-a-a...-o~u~~.-o.-. ~ 

I CUSHIONS FOR .. 
CHURCH PEWS 

A·t prices you can afford. 
Comfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

P. :'.:~~. :::: =·~~.. I 
-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·_:=::~:::_·-·--~ 

RUSSIA PORTION SCRATCHED 
TOUR OF 

SCANDINAVIA 
FOR CHRISTIANS 

The Most For Your Money + Christian Environment 

JUNE 25-JULY 7 $1599 FROM DALLAS 

INCLUDES: Air Fare: Dallas-London & London-Dallas 
Ship: London-Copenhagen & Bergin-London 
Bus & Train: Through Denmark, Sweden & Norway 
Hotels w Private Bath, ALL MEALS & Sightseeing 

For a Brochure Write: Howard Bybee, Box 342, Gruver, Texas 79040 

EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL 
OF PREACHNG AND MISSIONS 

• Established 1971 

• Two Year Programs 
(Ministerial & Missions) 

• Approved For G.l. 
Educational Benefits 

• Under Oversight of Elders 
of Karns Church of Christ 

• No Tuiti on Charges 

• Curriculum For Student Wives 

• New Classes Enroll in February, May, August 
and November 

For Catalogue Write 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37921 

615-584-4657 or 584-0002 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In thJa section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeklng work or eonp-rega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 161>5 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
Preacher wanted for congregation of 60-70 atten
dance. New modern building with partial support 
of $400 to $500 a month at present time. Located 
in foothills about thirty miles from Yosemite. Write 
P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338. Phone (209) 
966-2156. 
OKINAWA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa Clty, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA.., 20 N. Irving St.. corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation--directions ph. 628-0536 
or 941-1586. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Fea&t. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMaban or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-6719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubiiD Road 

PleJUanton, CllUfornJa 94588 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UA.J, 
RA.WA.II Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue. HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A. Northwe•t Church of Chrlllt 
un N. 81st St. 98105. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a. line, or call 624·1320. We wlll 
contact them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paal Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation In a densely popu
lated New England city looking for a dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capa
bllltles. Some experience necessary. House provided 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detwlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Chureh of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Congregation in North Central Wisconsin is seeking 
a doctrinally sound, experienced preacher. Atten
dance runs between 80-100 with great potential for 
growth. We have full support available. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, Box 671, Marshfield, 
WI. 54449 or phone (715) 387-447 4 or 659-2327. 

PREACHER WANTED 
Church of Christ. Springfield, Vermont needs full 
time preacher. Married man. Have elders and 
deacons. Average attendance of 123. Send resume 
and references to Elders, Church of Christ, P .0. Box 
160, Springfield, Vermont 06156. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher needed for church at 1001 El Camino Real, 
Box 721, Socorra, N. M., 87801. Small congregation 
in prime mission field with unlimited potential. 
Community growing and consists of large percentage 
Hispanic. Needs ability to relate ta different cul
tures. Must be very sound in faith with excellent 
leadership ability. Needs talent to inspire unity in 
congregational relations. Send resume and references 
to Phillip Hicks or call 605-835-3472. All inquiries 
treated confidentially. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 220G E. MorgQD Ave., 
u.s. 400 East Oppo•lte K-ltlnrt. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobb7 Wade, Min. 4'18-40GO. 
Monterrey, ltlexlcoJ Ave. Fundlclonee 109 

"A" OTE. Frac:c. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6846. 
Church without elders seeking man with maturity 
and experience to be a full-time co-worker with 
present part-time evangelist. Congregation of 80 
in a college town of 12,000: only congregation in 
a valley of 25,000. Building adequate for substantial 
growth. Opportunity to be involved in a significant 
leadership role, particularly in areas of "shepherd
ing" and equipping Christians for ministry (Eph. 
4: 11-16) for more effective utilization of varied 
gifts (Rom. 12:3-8), and evangelism. We can pro
vide partial support. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
260, LaGrande. OR 97850; ph. (503) 963-3937. If no 
answer, call Obert Henderson, evangelist. 963-9018 
or one of the following numbers: 534-6023: 963-
6434 or 963-9036. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Springs Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have experience in 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill. Okla. 73446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN. TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. 1\fain. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:QO 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ Is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hico, Texas 
76457. 
SUMM'=E==R,.......,c=-AMP:-==--=F""'O""R=--=R:;:,E=N=T=---:i:-n......,Co::-:-lo-r-ad-:"o--::R::-o-c-:-ky 
Mountains, 30 miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program campa-family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You SUP
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/day or $1200/week minimum for 30 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ. 611 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 303-642-4222. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one Year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-5983. 
VUltfA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
For Sale: 5 fenced acres on Texas Highway 16 
opposite Medina Children's Home. Call 713-442-3130. 
CHURCH BUSEs--New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider n growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentleyt....1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, .rRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812. 

l3LANK VIDEO TAPE WHOLESALE I To non
profit ministries only. Write to BIBLE VIDEO 
NEWS, Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA 96061. 
Preacher seeking a full time job in the Lord's 
Church-somewhere we really are needed. Will con
sider any place that we are needed. I have two 
years in preacher's training school in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. I also have over two years experience 
In both small and large churches. I am 52 and my 
wife is 48-both are mature in the faith. Ben 
Wortham, 6004 Lilac Lane, Amarillo, Texas 79106. 
Returning missionary available for loc:al work: After 
14 Years on foreign fields I am desirous of locating 
with a good church in Northwest Arkansas or ad
joining areas. N. E. Sewell, Box 469, Yellville, Ar. 
72687, Tel: 501-449-6072. 
Wanted set of McLintock & Strong and Neil & 
~:J~t~.sch. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, La. 

Wanted: Work for a 20 yr. old female student 
nurse for summer. Willing to go anywhere in the 
world, preferably in a town with a campus ministry. 
Nancy Ramsdell, Church of Christ. Box 153, Brook
ings, S.D. 57006. 
Wanted preacher with partial income. Ideal climate 
in mother lode country of California. Write Frank 
Winesette, Box 999, San Andreas, Ca. 95249 or call 
(209) 754-4374. 
BIBLE CALL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: 2 ma
chines, about 200 tapes, (in excellent condition) for 
about 1J, original cost. If interested write: C of C, 
P.O. Box 254. Philadelphia, MS. 39850, or call: 
(601) 656-1741 or (601) 656-4638. 
Philippine Islands. An opportunity exists for a 
gospel preacher to work with a congregation of 
American servicemen, their dependents and Filipino 
brethren near Clark Air Base. U.S. accredited 
schools are very expensive, so those without school
age children are at an advantage. Please address 
inquiries to D. G. Conatser, PSC #3, Box 15878, 
APO SI.<' 96432. 

INVESTI=:G;::A.::-::TE=-=r-=Th=-e--=FI==-rm---::F=o-u-n-::d:-a-:-tl-::-o-n 
trlea to screen advertlalng, tllld will not 
knowingly toke questionable advertising. 
But lt Is the reader's re•pon8lblllt'y to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run AD unworthy ad. 
As the old saying goe•, before you Invest. 
Investigate I 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

Located 2% miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
In the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO. CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817/429·1403 
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H Mark your calendar, plan now to attend the 

= ~ 16th Annual .i WORLD MISSION FORUM 
~ Dallas-April 25, 26, 27, 1980 
• Theme: 

~ 

~ 

HOW 
IN 
THE 
WORLD 
*How Are We 

Going to 
Evangelize 
the World? 

* How Do I Find 
My Mission? 

*How 
Help? 

Can I - .-> • .. 

-·· 

This will be a power-packed program- beginning Friday at 5:30 p.m., all 
day Saturday, all day Sunday! Missionary speakers from around the world! 
Landon Saunders Dan Coker Rick Pittman Vic King Barney Morehead Jerry Dyer John Hardin 
Norman Rhodes Dr. Henry Farrar Kieth Mitchell Chuck Young Ken Wilkey Roger Dickson 
Howard Norton and others 

• Free Lodging with Christians For a complete World Mission Information Bank 

D 
D 
~ 
t:C 

= 
El 

m 
D 
D 

• Space for All Mission Displays program write: Webb Chapel Church of Christ ~ 
• Nursery Provided Please write or call to 13425 Webb Chapel Road ~ 
• Bar-B-Q Provided-5:30p.m. Friday reserve housing and Dallas, Texas 75234 

~·-L_u_n_c_h __ N_o_on __ S_at_u_rd_a_y_& __ s_un_d_a_Y ____ w_·s_p_la_y_s_p_ac_e __________ (2_14_l_2_4_1-_o_so_o_. _2_41_·_32_9_3 ____ ~ ~ 
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INTERNATIONAL MISSI O N IN MANH ATTAN shares the Good News of 
the G ospel with leadershi p-level p rofess ionals from ai'Ound the world. Pic
tured here is a typical Bi ble study wit h a lmost as ma ny na tions re pre
sented as the re are people in this p icture. 

Austin, Texas, March 25, 1980 
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Let There Be Dialogue 
When communication ceases marriages break down. 

A stalemate is the only result of a lack of dialogue, 
whether it be a political, social or religious setting. 
We feel str ongly that t he one thing that made the Res
toration Movement gr ow was the fact that dialogue 
continued among r eligious leader s of the time. 

We have j ust about insulated and isolated ourselves 
f r om everyone else and ar e preaching to ourselves be
cause we have not r eally attempted to keep dialogue 
going. We have seen several cheap shots taken by 
brethren who r idicule the idea of dialogue, and who 
write and speak as if they thought it was a dirty word. 

The gospel must be communicated. Unless we can 
keep talking to people how can we convert them ? It is a 
danger ous thing- this line-dr awing business. We have 
developed such an exclusive vocabulary, talking to 
our selves, t hat only we understand what we ar e saying. 
Other s are at a complete loss. Our j argon doesn' t mean 
anything to t he masses. They don't even know what 
a "gospel meeting" is. 

Real Christianity speaks a univer sal language. J oy, 
peace, self control, kindness, sharing can be under
stood in any language. No gr oup has a corner on the 
market of the f ruit of the Spirit. None have a patent 
even on doctrine. The legit imacy of Christianity r ests 
in t he Scriptures alone. If we look cr itically at our
selves in our inner circle we must admi t that we have 
put a pr emium on exclusiveness, and have built walls 
rather than torn them down. 

It will ever be to our shame that we are not in the 
vanguard of t he effort to "unite all Christians," but 
are, r ather , consumed with seeing who can say Shib
oleth with the least accent. Only a f ool would claim that 
today's church is even in contact with the world it 
claims the Great Commission order s it to r each. There 
really isn't much dialogue with the lost. 

It is the tragedy of history that group after group 
after group has tried to limit God to its own com
munion. There is hardly a sect in Christendom that 
doesn't proclaim itself to be "the only loyal and true 
church." Suspicion and antagonism have always 
plagued the efforts of t hose who sought to claim an ex
clusive co~ner on pure doctr ine. Sects have j ailed, 
excommumcated and martyred each other through 
the centuries in an endless contest over orthodoxy. 
Must history repeat itself? Who will draw the next 
cir cle that shuts everyone else out? 

None would urge the condescending air of toleration 
toward error. None would condone false doctrine or 
suggest that it doesn't matter what one believes. But 
we can r espect the personhood of all people and give 
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them credit for being honest and sincere in their 
search for truth. We can "experience t heir side and 
try as best we can to walk in t heir moccasins." We can 
shed t he exclusive image we have of ourselves and the 
self concern that builds a wall between us and other s. 
We can experience the Miracle of Dialogue. "Come, 
let us r eason together , saith the Lord." When we r eally 
try to see people as they ar e, and to know t hem for 
what they are, and speak to t hem honestly and hum bly, 
we may expect a better r esponse. Unless we can ap
proach a world f ull of humans as a human, and at 
least honor them enough to give t hem credit for hon
esty and sincerity, we can hardly expect them to 
respond in a favorable way. Let there be dialogue. 

It would be the tragedy of the age if we were to 
assume that God speaks only through us, and t hat if 
the wor ld ever learns of God it must learn f r om us. 
We will never r each the stage where we cannot learn 
from others. We are tempted to let only that par t of 
t he Bible which we know speak to us. Standing where 
we do in the t radit ion of Restorationism we f ind cer
tain passages especially pr ecious, while others ar e prac
tically unknown and unpract iced. Other s who do 
not ignore these passages as we do may have some
thing to contribute to us. We, cer tainly, have some
thing to contribute to them. If we keep talking we may 
benefit each other . 

Instead of putting our whole lives and all our think
ing within the framework of Biblical teaching, we ar e 
all tempted to put our Biblical t hinking inside our 
own social and economic f r amework, and inter pret 
the scriptur es in t he light of our backgr ound rather 
than inter preting our lives in the light of the Scr ip
tures. We can make some valuable cont ributions in the 
ar ea of doctrine, and might, conceivably, r eceive some 
valuable contribut ions f r om other s wh o ar e more 
astute than we in other fields. We are too pr one to 
r ebuke others for clipping out of the Bible those things 
that do not appeal to them, while we do some clipping 
ourselves when it comes to some of the weight ier mat
ter s of the law. God directs himself to us in all of life 
and it is not easy to come to his standards. We ar e all 
stewards, not peddlers, of the Divine way. 

While straining out gnats we shou ld not swallow a 
caravan of camels. We need to keep up the dialogue 
with other s. 
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Looking Back on the 70's: 

The Decade of the Workshops 
CARL W. WADE 

Before the entrance of the 1970s no one had heard of a 
"workshop." At least, not in the concept by which we know 
them today. We had our "lectureships," "teachers training 
series," "training for service," "gospel meetings," and some 
brave souls even ventured into "revivals." But we had never 
seen thousands of Christians swarm into one place to learn 
how to become more greatly involved in the Lord's work! 

The spawning of the workshops was in Florence, Alabama 
in August, 1972. There the first workshop was conceived . by 
Alan Bryan and backed by the staff of Internatio-nal Btble 
College, over six hundred attended this first effort. Within 
weeks, a second workshop was conducted there, again using 
the facilities of IBC and the Darby Church of Christ. Over 
twelve hundred attended! The third workshop, at the same lo
cation, in the Spring of 1973 attracted over 2,500 Christians 
from all over the country. The brotherhood had begun to stir, 
in more ways than one! 

It was amazing and unbelievable that anyone outside of a 
major Christian College or University could draw thousands 
of Christians to one event! Later, the crowds would increase to 
approximately ten thousand and brethren could ignore the 
workshop concept no longer! 

Eventually the IBC Workshop reached the status so when a 
person said, "Let's go to Florence!" everyone knew what was 
meant. "Tulsa" draws a similar reaction today. 

From Florence, Alabama to Granbury, Texas the workshops 
spread West of the Mississippi for the first time. North and 
East to Hazel Park, Michigan and Williamstown, West Vir
ginia. Granbury would attract over 1,200; Hazel Park-600; 
Williamstown would have hundreds and continue to grow into 
thousands also each June. 

The reaction, brotherhood wide, was highly varied. Some in
stitutions of higher learning seemed content to ignore the 
workshop "fad." Brotherhood periodicals hardly gave them a 
passing word, except to carry their paid advertisements. For 
some publications, the only comments would be critical articles 
which would condemn the new "trend." Everything from caustic 
ridicule to warning of a new apostasy appeared in print. Col
lege "forums" would add a broadside yearly to any change 
in "our traditions" which were introduced by the workshops. 
Yet lives were being altered. Churches were being prodded 
and' shamed into growth. Some would flourish and fade like 
summer dew. Others would be inspired to greater efforts in 
"soul winning" and become the Williamstowns, Garnett Roads, 
Millingtons, Bailey A venues and many others who wo1,1ld set 
the pace and set the example for thousands of other churches 
of Christ across the nation. 

The genesis of workshops interest was centered around some
thing called "bussing." And until recent years "Bus Evangel
ism" was the ball carrier for workshops. Of late "Soul Talks" 
have created increasing interest and drawn about the same 
amount of verbal and written fire as bussing did in the early 
seventies! "Some bussed, while others cussed and discussed 
those who bussed." Bussing was accused of dividing the brother
hood, splitting churches, leading to another "instrument" type 
issue, etc. 

Regardless of what the individual opinion may be concerning 
"the bus," it must be noted that Bus Evangelism has provided 
new life and a focal point to the churches of Christ in evangel
ism. The sixties had seen the church weaken in resolve and 
activity in seeking lost souls. We had become greatly narcisstic 
and preoccupied with self-examination. Our rapid growth of 

the 1940s and 1950s which thrust us into national prominence 
and the number one slot of evangelistic growth would fade. 
Soon we would be TWELFTH on the list and still slipping. 
Groups we had scorned would outstrip us in zeal and enthu
siasm to reach into hearts and homes with their brand of the 
gospel. 

Now we were introduced to "busses." No one could find scrip
tural violation, but we had surely never done it that way 
before! Soon formerly unknown churches were in the lime
light. Unheard of preachers and elders became leaders in 
showing the way by their examples and motivating speeches 
how to increase in soul winning. Now the spotlight on leader
ship turned from the college lecture hall to the grassroots con
gregation! The impact would be great! 

Effectively and in increasing numbers people were taught 
and converted. By the end of the seventies we would have over 
twenty churches of Christ numbering one-thousand or more in 
attendance and that many more getting close to the one
thousand mark. More significant is the fact many little churches 
numbering 50, 100, 150 or so, would double, triple and some 
quadruple in baptisms and attendance! The church had now 
taken a "we can do it" attitude concerning growth and reacl}ing 
the lost. There were some breakdowns and blow-outs in our 
race to regain lost souls and our prestige, but aU-in-all the 
pluses have far outweighed the minuses. 

Last year's Tulsa Workshop drew between 20,000 and 24,000 
Christians to the State Fairgrounds. No one could dream ten 
years ago that so many Christians would gather over a 
three day period to one place to learn "how to work" more ef
fectively for the Lord. In 1979 there were approximately 
THIRTY workshops across the nation! Tens-of-thousands of 
Christians interested in church growth, soul winning, soul 
talks, bussing, etc. sacrificed time and money to travel many, 
many miles to attend these evangelistic events. Despite the con
tinuing barbs and ignoring by some brethren, the workshops 
continue to weld a mighty influence among thousands of 
churches of Christ. 

The key man to the first generation of workshops was Alan 
Bryan. Alan provoked, prodded and pleaded with brethren to 
get involved. He was instrumental in formulating and buildi~g 
many workshops into colossal successes. The brethren, and SIS

ters, were hungering for ideas, information, inspiration, and 
motivation on more active Christian involvement. Oh sure, there 
would be some washouts, that is inevitable in any enterprise. 
And some workshops would hit one year and never try again. 

But a number continue year, after year, after year. Inter· 
national Bible College, Williamstown, Gateway, Northwest, West 
Coast, Mid-America, Thirteen-in-One, East Coast, etc. would 
become names signifying undying efforts by many brethren 
to keep the evangelism fires spreading. Preachers are be~ng 
changed from office boys to evangelists. Elders are turnmg 
from just building more buildings to building souls. Deacons 
are serving! And thousands of Christians are serving their 
Lord by serving others in many, many scriptural, dynamic ways. 

"The future for workshops? Is it good or bad?" How the 
energy crunch, gas shortage, etc. will affect the workshops, 
I'm not sure. I know this, though, we do what we want to do! 
We'll find a way-maybe a way we just don't see right now, 
but we'll find it! As long as the interest and demand is there, 
the workshops will be there. The workshops were born and grew 
because of interest, demand and spiritual hunger for grassroots 
involvement. They will die out when those elements pass OR 
WHEN SOMETHING BETTER TAKES THEIR PLACE! I 
fear the former and pray for the latter! 

One thing is noticeable though, in the last two to three ye~rs, 
some of the efforts labeled "workshops" have evolved mto 
nothing more than the old traditional college . style "l~ture
ship." Speakers are sought on the basis of their education or 

(Continued on page 6) 
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An Imperative for the 1980's: 

World Evangelism 
CHARLES COOK 

The word "evangelism in its various 
fonns appears some 129 times in the New 
Testament. Any word appearing that 
many times in God's Word must be im
portant. As it turns out, the great pur
pose of the Lord's Church is described in 
the many ramifications of that word. Our 
work is not social or political, it is evan
gelical. 

Most of the denominations preceded us 
into the foreign mission fields. There is 
this note of comfort-we can learn from 
their mistakes. Their social gospel did 
more to Americanize than Christianize 
the peoples they went to. For instance, in 
India where poverty and misery are so 
pronounced, the denominations created a 
culture of hirelings. They built empires 
around the influence of the U. S. dollar on 
the Indian economy. Too many Indians 
were attracted to the dollar instead of 
Jesus. 

But to "go" is imperative. World evan
gelism must be the great undertaking of 
churches of Christ in the 1980's. Our 
missionary goals must include the con
cept of well taught, self-sufficient, self
governing, self-extending churches of 
Christ in every land. We need to concen
trate especially on Asia where there is a 
potentiality of high receptivity and over 
one-half of the globe's population. 

We know it is not an impossible job, 
otherwise our Lord would not have as
signed it. Further, he never intended for 
us to judge its possibilities, he simply 
asked us to do it. He even went so far as 
to give Christians the resources to do it, 
but we have selfishly spent them on our
selves. From our beds of ease we have 
done little more than debate whether or 
not the church can, or even should, carry 
out the Lord's commission. In many in
stances, there has been more energy ex
erted in turning down pleading mission
aries who wanted to go to some foreign 
point than in actual evangelizing. We 
have certainly exerted more energy in 
erecting comfortable church buildings than 
in evangelizing the nations. 

We claim 18,000 congregations inside 
the U. S., but no more than one hundred 
are sole supporters of a foreign mission 
work. We have fewer than fifty mission
aries in all of Asia. Many congregations, 
with an annual budget running in the 
thousands of dollars, give $50 to $100 a 
month to some missionary work simply for 
~he convenience and privilege of claiming 
Involvement. We are capable of doing so 
much more, and we must. Those congre
gations doing nothing must start doing 
something. Those congregations doing 
little must start doing more. 

Here are ten reasons why local con
gregations where you serve must take a 
more active part in world evangelism in 
the 1980's: 
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(1) We must because Jesus said we 
must. Our love for him is gauged in the 
same way our faith is measured, by our 
obedience (John 14:15; Gal. 5:6). James 
2 was not written as an attack upon 
those who teach salvation by "faith on
ly," even though it applies. It was writ
ten to all who profess to have faith in 
Christ to let them know that obedience 
to Christ's assignments is the only way 
to manifest re~ faith. We have no right 
to call ourselves foiiowers of Christ until 
we are willing to seriously accept the 
task of carrying out the Great Com
mission (Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15-16). 

(2) We must because all men are lost. 
We still have those in the Lord's church 
who argue, "You mean to tell me all those 
people in Africa, India, South America 
and nations like that who have never seen 
a Bible or heard of Jesus are lost? God 
wouldn't condemn the ignorant . . . they 
can be saved without the gospel." Re
sponsible students of the Bible know bet
ter than to make such an argument. All 
men are accountable to a moral God and 
no man has lived up to his standards 
(Rom. 8:10, 23). "Ail we like sheep have 
gone astray," and people are morally ac
countable to God whether or not they ever 
hear the gospel (Isa. 53:6). The gospel 
is what they need (must have) in order 
to be saved (Rom. 1:16, 17). 

(3) We must because there is a hell. 
Perhaps some of us have forgotten, or 
never understood in the first place, what 
it means to be lost. The Bible teaches that 
hell will be the eternal abode of those who 
are not saved by faith in Christ and obe
dience to his will (2 Tbess. 1:7-10). Hell 
is a disgusting place of eternal tonnent 
and separation from the living God (Mark 
9:41-48; Matt. 25:41). More than 150,000 
people die every day without Christ . . . 
they are lost! The church in the U. S. 
has in its possession the only thing in the 
world that can keep souls out of hell, the 
gospel of Christ . . • and the God given 
resources to share it. 

( 4) We must because of the love of 
God. Paul said, "The love of Christ con
trols us ••. " (Cor. 5:14). It should urge, 
impel and motivate us to share the Good 
News with every nation. 

(5) We must else Christ died in vain. 
Christ has a right to see results from his 
suffering. He has a right to be satisfied 
by his efforts at Calvary. Isaiah predicted 
of him, "He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowl
edge shall my righteous servant justify 
many; for he shall bear their iniquities" 
(lsa. 53:11). Every gospel preacher has 
used the topic: "Did Christ Die in Vain ? " 
One answer is: "Yes, in so far as we fail· 
to carry the gospel to the whole world as 
he commissioned." 

(6) We must for our own satisfaction. 

One Old Testament sage wrote, "He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with re
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him" 
(Ps.l26:6). Another wrote, "The fruit of 
the righteous is a tree of life: and he that 
winneth souls is wise" (Prov. 11:30). 
There is nothing more satisfying in life 
than to be instrumental in a successful en
deavor for the cause of Christ. Those who 
have experienced it know what I mean. 
This is simply personal satisfaction with 
one's life, it has nothing to do with per
sonal glory ... the glory is God's. 

(7) We must because of a moral obliga
tion. The Golden Rule demands that we 
do to others exactly as we would have 
them do to us (Matt. 7:12). Someone 
shared the gospel with you and since it 
is the only message in all the world that 
can give salvation to the lost, you must 
share it with everyone you possibly can. 
If your neighbor's house is on fire, you 
have a moral obligation to warn him. If 
mankind is plunging toward a Devil's 
Hell, we have a moral responsibility to
ward them. 

(8) We must because we are account
able. Paul said, "So then each one of us 
shall give account of himself to God" 
(Rom. 14:12). Our responsibility to men 
and accountability to God has not been 
met by just getting together and praying 
for the lost. The church, with all its 
members, has been given the task of 
evangelizing the world. It is logical to 
believe that a day of accountability will 
come. It is reasonable to believe that God 
will be just in dealing with us at that 
time. 

(9) We must because we have been 
making excuses long enough. World evan
gelism is not some "side-line activity" that 
the Lord made optional, it is central to 
the church's existence (see Ephesians 3:8-
12). It is the very heart and life of the 
church. How can we excuse ourselves from 
doing the very thing we were created 
to do? The church must come to under
stand its mission. Instead of lavishing 
new buildings, padded pews and the works 
upon ourselves, we must sacrifice and lav
ish the gospel upon the world! While we 
in the U. S. churches selfishly spend 
ninety-five percent of our resources on 
otir own physical comforts there remains 
a population of four billion souls in other 
nations who await an adequate presen
tation of God's saving message. 

(10) We must because time is running 
out. Paul told the Ephesians to be wise 
by "Redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil" (Eph. 5:16). Literally, he 
was telling them to "buy up every oppor
tunity, because time is running out." We 
have been so foolish and let so many op
portunities slip away! There was a time 
when we could have easily gotten mis
sionaries into India and other Asian 
countries, but now it is increasingly dif
ficult. Nations that were once open are 
now closed or closing. The question used 
to be "When will we get to evangelizing 
the world?" Perhaps that question should 
be amended to, "Will we do it at all?" 
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Wh·y Do Preachers Preach? LLOYD E. ELLIS 

An observer of the activities and atti
tudes of present day preachers may find 
occasion to raise various questions in re
gard to this subject. 

1. Looking for a Place to Preach. 
There are thousands of places, includ

ing the U. S. as well as other nations. In 
reality it is not just a search for a place 
but for a church which will pay a good 
salary for preaching to a group of church 
members and a few outsiders who may 
wander in, or be invited by some of the 
members. 

2. Money mindedness. 
A majority (80-90% ?) of present day 

preachers will not proclaim the gospel
preach-unless they are well paid to do 
so. Otherwise, many begin to sell insur
ance or enter some other business in order 
to make more money. 

· 3. Young Men in School. 
Those in preacher schools and colleges 

studying to be preachers want to be sup
ported while they attend school and then 
start to receive a large salary from an 
established church after graduation. The 
day seems to be passed when a man was 
so dedicated and determined to preach 
the gospel that he was willing to pay his 
own way through school-to borrow the 
money if necessary-that he might pre
pare himself for this work. 

4. Attitude of ·Parents. 
How many parents encourage their 

children to become church workers? Most 
are materially minded. The children are 
sent to school and college to prepare 
themselves to obtain the highest paying 
job possible, or to carry on a business to 
make money. This is true not only of 
"worldly" people, but of "Christians" as 
well. 

5. Missionaries and Tours. 
"Our" missionary program ~ould be 

laughable if it were not so heart-breaking. 
A few churches are planning programs in 
which they look for a man; help to train 
him for a particular foreign effort before 
sending him forth, and then usually mail 
an appealing letter all over the country 
aslcing for help to support him. (A few 
fully support one or two preachers in ad
dition to one or more highly paid preach
ers at home.) 

Most of the time, however, a preacher 
may decide to do "mission work," and then 
he spends hundreds of dollars traveling 
from coast to coast, and writing letters 
everywhere in an effort to radse several 
thousand dollars for travel expenses as 
well as monthly support. Even then, be
ing unprepared to face the language and 
cultural problems, returns home after a 
couple of years or so, requiring more 
thousands for travel home-leaving a 
work barely begun, and likely feeling 
frustrated and a failure. He then looks 
for a place-church-which will support 
him at home, while he preaches to a group 
of church members who like to be enter
tained with a "good sennon." 

Those who would face the facts could 
see how pitiful "our" efforts usually are 

as compared with some who send thou
sands to proclaim their false doctrine all 
over the world. (e.g. Mormons, Jehovah 
Witnesses, Pentecostal groups of various 
types, etc.). It is quite well known that 
the Mormons send out young men two 
by two for a couple of years, and the 
family is required to support them. Others 
use a "missionary society" with a board 
of some kind to appoint and pay the mis
sionaries which they send out. (Support
ing comes from various churches of the 
denomination.) 

This is not to suggest that churches 
of Christ imitate any of these things, but 
instead of just criticizing what others are 
doing, we need to devise ways of sending 
thousands of missionaries all over the 
world rather than just the few hun
dred now going. 

One suggestion would be for each con
gregation to plan and send on its own 
without calling on other churches to help. 
, It has been said that ten families with 
ordinary incomes could fully support a 
missionary. A congregation with 100 fam
ilies could thus send 10 missionaries and 
one with 600 families, 60 missionaries. 

How many congregations in the U.S.? 
16,000-18,000? (2,000,000 plus members)? 
If only 10,000 of these each sent out an 
average of 8, that would be 80,000 mis
sionaries compared with the 400-600 to
tal now. 

Why is something like this not attempt
ed? 'Because the average church member 
is content to keep the most experienced 
and best preachers at home and contribute 
an average of about 8% of income. (Of 
course, there Is some difficulty in making 
ends meet for many people when the 
government takes SO to 40% in multiple 
taxes. It is said that a working man must 
work one/third of the year just to pay 
taxes of all kinds.) But somehow many 
denominations require a contribution of 
ten%. 

Does somebody have a suggestion as to 
how churches of the Lord could begin to 
send 10 to 100 (yes, a hundred times) as 
many as now? 

6. Paid Vacations 
Wife and I have lived and worked in 

California more than forty years. Letters 
have come to me over the year~ from 
many preachers, employed by churches in 
the Central U. S., stating that they have 
a vacation-usually two weeks--and would 
like to be used in a meeting out here dur
ing that time. With a paid vacation at 
home, they ~till wanted pay for a few 
sennons delivered, mostly to church mem
bers. How many ever asked about a place 
where they could preach to people who 
had never heard the gospel, with no prom
ise of extra pay for doing so? You 
guessed it. 

For the love of money is a. root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for mon
ey, have wandered from the faith am.d 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 
1 Tim. 6:10 (NIV). 

7. What to Do? Or, What is being done? 

I Can Minister If •.. 
BYRON WILLIAMSON 

We can have ambitious plans for our 
ministries in the church, but are impotent 
without this activating principle: "Noth
ing can happen through me that hasn't 
happened to me.'' 

That insight effectively paraphrases a 
passage from Paul's description of his 
own ministry in the first few chapters of 
2 Corinthians: 

"Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ . . . who comforts us 
in all our troubles so that we can com
fort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves have received from God." 

Reflect introspectively on the following 
insights. Make these words your own. 

''I can bring comfort to others only if 
I am experiencing God's comfort." 

"I can forgive best when I know what 
it means to be forgiven for my own fool
ishness." 

"I can teach others to pray only if I 
am intimately related to God in my own 
prayer life." 

"I can call people to hunger for spiri
tual food only as I am satisfied by feeding 
on God's word." 

"I can lead if I am being led." 
"I can love only as I come to see my 

own need for divine grace." 
"I can reflect spiritual values only if 

I am free from material bondage.'' 
"I can share my faith to the extent 

that it has changed my life.'' 
"I can guide spiritual growth only as 

fa:r as I myself have journeyed. No 
further.'' 

-CAMPAIGNS. It is true that during 
the last few years groups of young peo
ple especially in "mission groups" in col
leges, are being used in "Campaigns" 
usually in connection with p,n established 
church, though sometimes new congrega
tions are thus established. Letter are sent 
out all over begging churches and mem
bers to furnish the money, Of course 
transportation is one of the big items, 
not only in the foreign campaigns but in 
the U, S. as well. Encouraging reports are 
receiv~ from these campaigns of a -week 
to 6 or 8 weeks. (Using donated funds.) 
In a ~imilar manner many churches plan, 
or "sponsor'' a work and call upon othel'l:l 
to support it. 

-MISSIONARY TOURS. In recent 
years many have gone on "missionary 
tours" around the world. A few days or 
weeks are spent delivering "canned ser
mons" to a group of people ~ready on the 
field. This often results in a number of 
"responses," but most of the work has 
already been done by those who live on 
the field. (This is even true to a greater 
extent in a "big meeting" with a "travel
ing" evangelist here in the U.S.) This is 
not to say that some good is not done, 
but most of the contacts made and teach
ing has been, or is done, by those who 
live in the place. 

-SIGHT SEEING. "Come go with us" 
for a trip "of a life-time" to the Holy 

(Continued on page 11) 
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U. S. Congregations Per Capita 

The following material is given with the 
hope that it will encourage us to take an 
interest in and to reach out to, those 
who do not' have ihe gospel of Christ, and 
to help us realize where the greatest need 
exists. The f ig ures in this report are 
based on t he best information I have 
which, I am sure, at best, is faulty. The 
population estimates are taken from 
N ewsweek, in which a recent report gave 
the population for each state in 1980, and 
the number of congregations is taken 
from W here the Saints Meet and other 
sources. 

Not only may these not be completely 
accurate but the implications sometimes 
may be misleading. A good example of 
this is seen in the fact that Texas ap
pears number 44th in mission needs. I 
assume that Texas has less mission needs 
than do Kentucky, West Virginia, and 
Alabama; however, the figures indicate 
that this is not true. This may be because 
Texas has larger congregations than Ken
tucky, West Virginia, and Alabama which 
would mean it has more Christians per 
capita but Jess congregations per capita. 

This problem may not arise when con
sidering states where t he churches are 
few since most of the congregations in 
these states are all about the same size. 
The principle is true, therefore, t hat 
states with larger congregations will seem 
to have more Christians per capita than 
the states with smaller congregations. For 
this reason one can conclude that the mis
sion needs of those states with small con
gregations are even greater, in comparison 
to those with larger congregations, than 
t he f igures may indicate. 

By grouping the states by regions I 
find t he mission needs, as indicated by 
congregations per capita, as follows: 

First is New England (Vermont, Rhode 
I sland, Maine, New Hampshire, Connecti
cut, Massachusetts) with 76 congrega
tions, 12,290,000 populat ion, a nd 161,710 
people for each congregation. 

Second is the Northeast Atlantic (New 
York, New J ersey, P ennsylvania, Mary
land, Washington, D. C., and Delaware) 
with 269 cong1·egations, 41,805,000 pop
ulation, and 155,500 people per congrega
tion. 

Third is North Central (Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
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South Dakota, and Iowa) with 198 con
gregations, 14,580,000 population, and 
73,636 people per congregation. 

Fourth is the Northwest (Alaska, Mon
tana, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, and 
Oregon) with 273 congregations, 9,600,000 
population, and 35,165 people per congre
gation. 

Fifth is the Southwest (California, 
Arizona, Nevada, and New Mexico) with 
27,400,000 population, 818 congregations, 
and 33,496 people per congregation. 

Sixth is the Southeast (Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida) with 27,835,000 population, 944 
congregations, and 29,486 people per con
gregation. 

Seventh is East Central (Illinois , In
diana, Ohio, and Michigan) with 36,790,-
000 population, 1,357 congregations, and 
27,111 people per congregation. 

Eighth is West Central (Kansas, Mis
souri, Utah, and Colorado) with 11,490,-
000 population, 916 congregations, and 
12,543 people per congregation. 

Ninth is South Central (Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Alaba
ma, and Texas) with 28,970,000 popula
tion, 4,925 congregations, and 5,882 per 
congregation. 

Tenth is Central Southeast (Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and W. Virginia) with 9,890,-
000 population, 2,756 congregations, and 
3,588 people per congregation. 

The above figures were gathered from 
the following figures. 

State Gong. Pop. Ratio 
Mass. 21 5,770,000 274,761 
N.Y. 72 17,400,000 241,667 
N. J ersey 35 7,320,000 209,143 
R.I. 5 935,000 187,000 
Minn. 22 4,050,000 184,090 
Conn. 17 3,095,000 182,058 
Wash. D.C. 4 679,000 157,500 
N. Hamp. 6 900,000 150,000 
Maryland 32 4,150,000 129,688 
Utah 12 1,380,000 115,000 
Wise. 43 4,710,000 109,534 
Penn. 118 11,680,000 98,983 
No. Dak. 8 650,000 81,250 
Delaware 8 585,000 73,125 
Maine 17 1,100,000 64,705 
No. Car. 114 5,670,000 49,737 
Mich. 188 9,280,000 49,361 
Vermont 10 490,000 49,000 

Iowa 60 2,910,000 48,500 
Virginia 108 5,175,000 47,917 
Wash. 94 3,940,000 41,914 
So. Car. 73 3,000,000 41,095 
Calif. 571 22,950,000 40,192 
So. Dak. 18 690,000 38,333 
Nevada 20 720,000 35,000 
Nebraska 47 1,570,000 33,404 
Illinois 341 11,240,000 32,404 
Oregon 83 2,520,000 30,361 
Colo. 103 2,770,000 26,873 
Ariz. 93 2,470,000 26,559 
Louisiana 170 4,430,000 23,764 
Florida 373 8,850,000 23,726 
Montana 35 820,000 23,428 
Ohio 491 10,840,000 22,077 
Wyom ing 21 460,000 21,904 
Alaska 20 400,000 20,000 
Georgia 276 5,140,000 18,623 
Indiana 337 5,430,000 16,112 
Idaho 40 920,000 13,000 
Kansas 217 2,380,000 10,968 
New Mex. 134 1,260,000 9,402 
Missouri 584 4,960,000 8,493 
Miss. 310 2,400,000 7,839 
Texas 2,070 13,400,000 6,473 
Kentucky 606 3,570,000 5,891 
w. Va. 369 1,860,000 5,040 
Alabama 820 3,840,000 4,683 
Okla. 715 3,000,000 4,195 
Arkansas 840 2,260,000 2,690 
Tenn. 1,781 4,460,000 2,504 

What these figures mean, is that if 
Little Rock, Arkansas with 200,000 popula
tion had one congregation for the whole 
city, it would be better off than Mas
sachusetts which has one congregation 
for 274,761 people. Or Nashville or Fort 
Worth, with around 500,000 each, would 
be better off than Massachusetts if they 
had two congregations, not two congrega
tions of 600 each but around 100 to 125 
each. 

One congregation for 10,000 people 
would not be too bad. Anything less 
than that is too few congregations per 
capita. If one should use t his as a stan
dard, 40 states of the USA are still ma
jor mission fields with much work yet that 
needs to be done in the other 10. 

We have not begun to reach the USA 
for Christ. 

David Guthery helped me with com
piling the statistics in this article. 

P. 0. Box 675, Willingboro, NJ 08046 

"LOOKING BACK AT THE 70's: THE DECADE OF 
THE WORKSHOPS" 

have a bigger one" trap and rely on speakers, topics, and ideas 
which are more "traditional" to our thinking. 

(Continued from page 3) 

"name" in the brotherhood, not on their example in building 
churches or winning souls. Themes and topics read more like 
annual lectureships rather than the "how to" sessions which 
made the workshops unique. I fear we may fall into the "let's 
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But, regardless of what comes in the 1980s, the church will 
never be the same again. Whether in your thinking that is 
good or bad, it makes no difference. The most significant event 
in the 1970s, at least in my thinking, was the birth and growth 
of SOUL WINNING WORKSHOPS! May they grow into 
greater maturity! 
1406 Hidden Valley, Van Buren, Arkansas 72956 
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"We Preach Christ Crucified" ELMER PROUT 

"For the message of the cross is ..• 
the power of God • • • I resolved to know 
nothing while I waa with you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. • • • May I never 
boast except in the cross of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ . . ." (1 Corinthians 1 :18; 
2:2; Galatians 6:11, NIV). 

Paul's words are so familiar that we 
can read them without blinking. It was 
far different for people in the first cen
tury A.D. 

There were many forms of crucifixion 
but all were designed to subject the vic
tim "to the utmost indignity." Death on 
a cross was "an utterly offensive affair, 
'obscene' in the original sense of the 
word." It was "almost always inflicted 
only on the lower class," especially on 
slaves. It came to symbolize "extreme hu
miliation, shame and torture." The horror 
of crucifixion was such that 'cultured' 
Romans and Greeks hardly used the word 
and writers wanted "nothing to do with 
it, and as a rule kept quiet about it." 

Christians 'gloried in the cross of 
Christ' and the ancient world mocked their 
conviction as "sick delusion . . . senseless 
and crazy superstition." One critic said 
"To say that their ceremonies centre on 
a man put to death for his crime and on 
the fatal wood of the cross is to assign to 
these abandoned wretches sanctuaries 
which are appropriate to them and the 
kind of worship they deserve." 

The feeling toward 'the word of the 
cross' was abhorrence. 'In comparison with 
the religious ideals of the ancient world 
the Christian message had inevitably to 
be described . . . as a 'new and pernicious 
superstition'." The gospel of Christ "ran 
counter not only to Roman political think
ing, but to the whole ethos of religion in 
ancient times and in particular to the 
ideas of God held by educated -people.'' 

The manner of Jesus' death was said 
to be disgraceful. "A god or son of god 
dying on the cross I That was enough to 
put paid to the new religion." Jesus could 
have proved his divinity by coming down 
from the cross, it was said, but his death 
demonstrated the complete folly of the 
whole matter. 

"When Paul spoke in his mission 
preaching about the 'crucified Christ' 
. . . every hearer in the Greek-speaking 
East between Jerusalem and lllyria . • . 
knew that this 'Christ' . . . had suffer
ed a particularly cruel and shameful 
death, which as a rule was reserved for 
hardened criminals, rebellious slaves 
and rebels against the Roman state. 
That this crucified Jew, Jesus Christ, 
could truly be a divine being sent on 
earth, God's Son, the Lord of all and the 
coming judge of the world, must inevit
ably have been thought by any educated 
man to be utter 'madness' and presump
tuousness." 

The first century world's reaction is 
clear but we must be careful to under
stand the nature of that opposition. If 
Paul's preaching had been a general ad-

monition to 'follow the example of Jesus 
and give your life for a noble cause' there 
would have been no mockery. Every na
tion had its traditions of self-sacrifice 
for the common good. Leaders suffered 
and often died for national freedom and 
other causes. If Jesus had been presented 
as one more in the long line of courageous 
martyrs there would hardly have been a 
heckler in the crowds. Generalities being 
no offense. Anyone could have 'identified 
with' that kind of Jesus. 

It was the specifics of the gospel that 
brought the opposition into focus. 'The 
word of the cross' was not a message 
about some one who happened somehow 
to get himself crucified. The message was 
that 'THIS Jesus sent into the world by 
God's definite will and foreknowledge was 
crucified to fulfill God's plan of redemp
tion.' In the unique death of THIS Jesus 
the price of redemption was paid and 
reconciliation with God made available to 
all mankind. 

But perhaps the most offensive part 
was the gospel declaration that Jesus 
Christ entered into his power and glory 
as King through the very death which the 
world considered most shameful. "The one 
who had died the death of a slave was 
exalted to be Lord of the whole creation 
and bearer of the divine name Kyrios." 

'The word of the cross' declares that 
God involved himself directly and specif
ically in providing redemption for the 
world. "God was in Christ.'' The declara
tion that God was connected with the 
humiliation of his Son in the incarnation 
was absolutely unacceptable to the Greeks. 
The suggestion of a Messiah who suf
fered at the hands of his enemies rather 
than destroying them was unthinkable to 
the Jews. "But to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God." 

As an example of a person who would 
die rather than compromise with religious 
hierarchy the crucified Christ would be 
praised in any age. He would be hailed 
as a worthy example. But Christ did not 
die primarily to give us an example to 
follow-he died to become our Savior. As 
the only Son of God in whom alone the 
redemptive will of God is revealed and 
fulfilled Christ is as unwelcome in our day 
as he was in Paul's. And he is as unwel
come in some church circles as he was in 
the temples and synagogues of the first 
century. 

The reason for the lack of welcome is 
the same-in every generation man wants 
to establish his own righteousness. But 
God has made the crucified Christ our 
righteousness. We are not first called to 
follow an example and thus to congrat
ulate ourselves on how well we have fol
lowed. We are called by the gospel to 
receive the salvation which Christ pur
chased on his cross. 

It goes against the grain of every na
tionality to be told that we must receive 
salvation rather than achieve it. But the 

word of the cross is not about human 
achievement it is about the work of Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, the Saviur of the 
world. Accepting the word of the cross 
means turning from everything self can 
do and trusting only in the righteousness 
of Christ. 

But did Jesus not say, "Take up your 
cross and follow me"? Yes. But there is a 
basic difference between his cross and 
ours. Our cross may indeed be an ex
pression of loyalty, obedience, submission, 
sacrifice and trust. But the cross we bear 
can never be redemptive! One cross alone 
is redemptive--the cross of Jesus Christ. 

It is well to admonish one another to 
love and good works. It is important to 
be reminded of the need to crucify self. 
We must see that we have been called to 
suffer with and for Christ. But our ad
monitions must never be permitted to blurr 
the distinction between the Lord's cross 
and ours; between being saved by the 
blood of Christ and living in the power 
of his blood. 

Paul did not preach a general principle 
of the cross-a kind of self-denial by which 
people were invited to suffer their way 
to goodness. Paul's message was exclusive: 
THE ONE MAN JESUS CHRIST AND 
HIS DEATH. "Separated from the par
ticular death of Jesus on the cross, the 
Pauline 'word of the cross' would become 
vague and incomprehensible speculation. 

Without a clear conviction that Jesus' 
death is the only saving death, our talk 
about the cross soon drifts from gospel 
into ethics. "Take up your cross just like 
Jesus did." Never! The intentions behind 
that urging may be good but the result 
is a disaster for gospel preaching. The 
gospel centers in the death of one Person, 
on one cross, outside a city wall on one 
particular day. No one else in all history 
can do what he did that day. 

We must recognize that there is no 
scandal in the cross if it is merely a noble 
principle of self-denial and sacrifice which 
all mankind is invited to repeat. The 
scandal of the cross of Christ is in its 
exclusiveness. It is the exclusiveness of 
the cross which gives it its redemptive 
power from God's side and its repulsive
ness to the world. The one thing above all 
that the world does not want to hear is 
that it cannot save itself. The cross of 
Christ says exactly that and says it 
without hesitation. 

Paul resolved "to know nothing except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified." Why? 
Because unless the problem of sin is 
settled between God and man there is 
nothing more to be said about life or re
ligion. Unless the price of redemption has 
been paid and redemption made available 
freely to all the world, nothing we can say 
about religion, morality or ethics has 
any power whatsoever. 

If we want our teaching and preach
ing to be "with a demonstration of the 
Spirit's power" we must take our stand 
beside Paul. In our day, as in his, "Christ 
crucified is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.'' 

P. 0. Box 31, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, 
Japan 360-13 

7 [199] 



Evangelism Is a Way of Life AUSiiN H. EMERY 

Frequently Christians speak of evan
gelism only in terms of some "pro.gram" 
of special activity of a congregatton. It 
is often viewed as applying to a gospel 
meeting or a door-knocking program of 
work or perhaps a correspondence course 
arrangement. It is evident that such means 
may well be used to evangelize, but w~en 
we limit our understanding of evangeltsm 
to such efforts we lose effectiveness. 

The greatest moment. in. the life of any 
person is that one in whtc~ he respo~ds 
in faith to Christ by repentmg and bemg 
immersed. How grand it is to know that 
our sins are washed away and that we are 
redeemed by Christ to live for him. It is 
a genuine joy to enter this new relation
ship of birth into the family of God. When 
I realize the wonderful blessing of for
giveness by my Lord I am anxious to 
share the good news with others . Genui~e 
appreciation of the goodness of God m 
Christ to me motivates me to pass along 
the message of salvation to others. 

Realistically I mus t recognize that my 
readiness to share Christ must be tem
pered with judgment and wisdom. It is 
expedient that I avail myself of effective 
tools through which I can lead others to 
faith in Christ. My motivation of per
sonal and meaningful relationship with 
the Lord needs to lead me to serious study 
of the ways I can share this in a sinful 
world. 

Obviously since the power is in the 
word I must begin good s tudy habits with 
that word. The message I heeded must be
come a part of me so that I can share it 
with others. This will not necessitate my 
obtaining some theological degree but it 
will require some dedicated study of God's 
word. Fortunately, I have many aids 
such as the congregational Bible class 
program, study aids such as good con
cordances, dictionaries and encyclopedias 
of the Bible and the sermons I hear on 
occasions of the corporate worship of the 
church. 

I also need some awareness of teaching 
aids available. Our brotherhood is blessed 
by having such aids as a result of the 
work of such good men as Jule Miller and 
Ivan Stewart along with others. We a re 
also blessed in having brothers who have 
in special ways received fonnal training 
to serve as ministers of evangelism. We 
are seeing an increase in meaningful work
shops a nd study courses that furnish us 
with a practical how-to approach to shar
ing Christ in a perishing world. 

My genuine desire to b!'ing others to 
Christ by sharing the gospel will affect 
my prayer life. The New Testament teach
es me to seek wisdom (James 1:6) and 
there is no question but that wisdom is 
needed as I seek the lost. An evangelistic 
Christian will be a prayerful Christian 
seeking the Lord's help, strength and as
sistance in seeking opportunity to mean
ingfully share Christ. It is the Lord who 
will g ive the increase just as he did in the 
first century. 

An evangelically oriented child of God 
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will become an ardent reader of the many 
good books that help us learn effective 
evangelism. Again we abound in bless
ings of much help from the writing of 
Christians such as Otis Gatrwood, J ack 
Exum, Homer Hailey and Ivan Stewart 
to name but a few. In addition evangelism 
involves much in the way of effective per
suasion and motivation and there are ex
cellent books written that address these 
matters . Being evangelistic makes me a 
good r eader. 

Evangelism requires effective listening. 
It is fatal to effective sharing to put 
others in "pigeon-holes" based on their 
religious identification, occupation, socio
economic status or any other classifica
tion so often used. An excellent example 
of effective listening and resultant faith
sharing can be noted in the 8th chapter 
of Acts in the account of Philip and the 
eunuch. 

Christians love others. Unfortunately 
we often lack meaningful ways of show
ing our love to others. Brothers and sisters 
genuinely evangelistic are continually 
learning how to effectively demonstrate 
true Christian love such as is described 
in the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
Evangelism involves not only loving but 
the showing of that love in effective ways. 

Friendship Evangelism 
"I'm really upset," Bill told me as he 

was about to leave my office. "I have so 
many friends who are not Christians 
and I'm not trying t o win them to J esus." 

Bill is passing up the greatest mission 
field in the world-friends! According to 
the Institute of American Church Growth, 
"70 to 80 percent of church growth comes 
as a result of fr iends and relatives." 

If this figure is even remotely accurate, 
friendship evangelism is the cry of the 
hour. 

Friendship Evangelism is Biblical 
Friendship evangelism is taught in the 

New T estament. Jesus is a perfect exam
ple. He spent much of his time in his 
ministry establishing relationships with 
his disciples . 

Evangelism to him was more spon
taneous t han structured. Jesus viewed 
evangelism as a life-style. He didn't use a 
"high-pressure" salesman approach in 
presenting the gospel. He didn't use cam
paigns. He didn't even have a program. 
He simply shared the gospel in a nat
ural setting with his daily contacts. 

Jesus even told his di sciples to use this 
approach. In the Great Commission 
Jesus told them: "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations ... " (Matthew 
28: 19). The word "go" is a participle 
which could be translated "as you go." 
In other words, Jesus was instructing 
the eleven to make disciples as they went 
into their own little world. Again, this 
type of evangelism is spontaneous, not 
spasmodic. 

Much of today's evangelism is program 

Tho evangelis tic Christian is thus a con
tinual learne1· himself. 

Evangelism will affect family life. The 
Christian taking time to share Chris t 
with others will need the support and the 
understanding of family members. Often 
it will require some rescheduling of family 
activities and even the rearrangement of 
some of the family priorities, However, 
evangelism is not a replacement nor a 
substitute for family life. Overt evangel
istic activity must be coordinated with 
other responsibilities of the Christian. 
Foolish indeed would be a Christian who 
led another to the Lord but lost his or her 
own family in the process. 

Finally, a great blessing comes to the 
Christian who sees all of this in the con
text of that passage we call the "Great 
Commission" where the imperative, the 
command, is not GO, but TEACH! Thus 
with an infusion of God's word, armed 
with a usable tool, prayerfully and care
fully living, listening for expressed in
terest and need, aided by good reading, 
and truly caring for others I live alert 
to opportunity to share my faith in Christ 
with others. On the job, at play, in social 
contexts, wherever I have opportunity 
my way of life is one of sharing Chris t . 
Evangelism is no longer something I do; 
evangelistic is something I am. Indeed, 
biblically and practically, evangelism is 
a way of life. 
2012 Western, Farmington, N.M. 87401 

CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

orientated and not people orientated. 
Friendship evangelism is people centered. 

Friendship Evangelism is Beneficial 
Lynn Anderson, in his excellent book 

Steps To Life, gave the following benefits 
of friendship evangelism. I'd like to share 
them with you. 

First, it can be done by anyone. This 
type of evangelism is not just for a spe
cialized few in the congregation. It can 
be done by anyone--anywhere! 

Second, it is a much more natural set
ting to deal with real issues. 

Third , friendship evangelism will help 
solve the high drop-out problem in the 
church. 

According to Dr. J. Russell H ale the 
major reason why new converts fall away 
from the faith is because they fail to 
make lasting friendsh ips in the local con
gregation. Friendship evangelism will help 
solve this problem. 

Friendship Evangelism is Basic 
First, pick a friend! Notice I said a 

friend! 
I once read a story by Dick Marcear 

that helps to illustrate this point. Two 
m en were going hunting for deer . As they 
started out they came to a clearing and 
saw 30 to 40 deer about 50 yards away. 
They had two guns. One was a 30.06 rifle 
with a telescopic sight and the other a 
20 gauge shotgun. 

The man with the shotgun said, "Let's 
use the shotgun. That way we will hit 
almost every deer in the clearing." 

(Continued on page 12) 
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In.the February 26 issue of this journal 
Bro. James D. Bales undertakes to prove 
that there never has been, and there still 
is no, universal marriage law. He pro
ceeds on the basis of a statement made by 
D. R. Dungan: "So it is with all covenants 
that God has ever made with man-each 
covenant is for the man, or the men, to 
whom it was given, and for whom it was 
intended. It belongs to no other man, or 
men, except extended to them by its Au
thor." Then he says that God made a 
covenant with Adam and Eve that they 
were to "be under a marriage union which 
was permanent without being broken by 
divorce or death (Gen. 2:18, 21-25.)" Then 
he says, "They sinned, this covenant wa.s 

broken and no man ever came under 
this covenant again. God never renewed 
it. This, then, cannot be the universal 
covenant which continued until the cross." 
Let us see some of the consequences of 
this position with reference to marriage. 

First, the descendants of Adam and 
Eve had no covenant of marriage; they 
simply mated like the animals. I do not 
charge that Bro. Bales believes this. I 
am simply saying that his position with 
reference to the marriage covenant an
nounced in Gen. 2:23, 24 will force him 
to take this position if he is consistent. 
In Gen. 4:17 we read that Cain knew 
his wife and she conceived. He had a 
wife. A wife is "a woman joined in mar
riage to a man." By what law of mar
riage did she become his wife? Bro. Bales 
can't answer this. He says the marriage 
covenant of· Gen. 2 :21-25 was broken and 
no man, or men, ever came under it again. 
Search the Scriptures from Genesis to 
Revelation and you will not find any other 
statement from God instituting marriage. 
You can find rules and regulations con
cerning marriage in the law of Moses 
and in the law of Christ. But neither 
Moses nor Christ instituted the marriage 
union; it was a going institution before 
either of them was born. 

Next, marriage unions formed contrary 
to the will of God are said to be a reason 
why God said he would send the flood 
upon the earth. "The sons of God saw 
the daughters of men that they were fair; 
and they took them wives of all they 
chose. And Jehovah said, My spirit shall 
not strive with man for ever, for that he 
also is flesh : yet shall his days be a 
hundred and twenty years" (Gen. 6:2, 3). 
Of course this is not the only sin that 
caused the flood, but it certainly is said to 
be one. If God had no law governing 
marriage, there certainly would have been 
no sin; for where there is no law, neither 
is there sin (Rom. 4 : 15). 

Next, if Bro. Bales is right about 
marriage being a part of the covenant 
made with Adam, and that when Adam 
sinned the covenant was broken and no 
man ever came under that covenant again, 
we are forced to conclude that Jesus was 
wrong when he talked about that covenant. 
The Pharisees asked him if it was lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause (Matt. 19:3ff.). Jesus reminded 
them that "he who made them from the 
beginning made them male and female, 
and said, For this cause shall a man leave 
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his father and mother, and shall cleave to 
his wife; and the two shall become one 
flesh." Notice first that this was not said 
about Adam, for he did not leave his 
father and mother to cleave to Eve. So 
this did not include Adam and Eve; it was 
not said of their marriage. It was the 
institution of the marriage union and all 
of Adam's descendants were to abide 
by it. 

Then the Jews asked why Moses al
lowed men to put away their wives. Jesus 
agreed that Moses did allow divorce, but 
he said two things about it. First, it was 
allowed because of the hardness of men's 
hearts, their cruelty to their wives. Next, 
he said, "from the beginning it hath not 
been so." From what beginning? It was 
the beginning of verse 4, "he who made 
them from the beginning made them male 
and female." There can be no denial that 
he referred to the creation of Adam and 
Eve. This is no less than an affirmation 
that the marriage covenant which God 
instituted in Eden has been God's will 
since the beginning. But there was a time 
of ignorance (Acts 17 :30) when God al
lowed men to walk in their own ways 
(Acts 14:16), even in the matter of mar
riage. Bro. Bales thinks the fact that 
Abraham and Jacob had more than one 
wife is proof that the marriage law which 
was in force in Eden was no longer in 
force in their day. He reasons that Abra
ham would have been lost because he 
died in union with more than one wife. 
He forgets that God allowed men to walk 
in their own ways in some matters because 
of men's ignorance of his will. And some 
brethren argue if God allowed men to 
do so because of ignorance then, he will 
continue to do so today. However, they 
forget that men in those days had no writ
ten revelation of God's will as we have 
today. They also forget that Paul said 
that though God overlooked such ignor
ance, he now commands all men to repent 
(Acts 17:30). This certainly indicates that 
he no longer overlooks ignorance, or al
lows men to walk in their own ways. 

Next, in the first chapter of Romans 
Paul gives a long list of the sins of the 
Gentiles (v. 24-32). If they were not under 
law to God, how could they be guilty of 
these sins? And some of the Corinthians 
were fornicators and adulterers before 
they obeyed the gospel (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 
Adultery is unlawful sexual intercourse of 
a married person. This tells us that these 
people were married. If they were not in 
the marriage union instituted in Eden, 
and yet God considered them married, 
will Bro. Bales please tell ·us where and 
when their marriage union was instituted? 
If no one ever entered that marriage 
union, covenant, instituted in Eden after 

Adam and Eve were banished from Eden, 
and yet some of the Corinthians were 
guilty of adultery before they became 
Christians, will Bro. Bales please tell us 
how they could be guilty of unlawful 
intercourse with the spouse of another? 
Does he believe that God's marriage cov
enant is for Christians only? Or does he 
believe that marriage is not of God, but 
rests solely upon the authority of human 
governments? If marriage is of God, when 
did he institute it? and where in the 
Scripture is the record of such institu
tion? 

A very weak effort at an answer to 
these questions is made by Bro. Bales 
when he said, "There is no trace of a 
universal covenant, made with Adam, in 
the New Testament. Instead, we find the 
Gentiles had been left to walk in their 
own ways . . . and without revealed and 
written law from God but were under the 
work of the law written in the heart." 
First he denies there is even a trace of 
a universal covenant, which was made 
with Adam, to be found in the New Tes
tament. I have showed that Jesus taught 
that the marriage covenant mentioned in 
Gen. 2:23, 24 had been God's will from 
the beginning. Next, he says Gentiles were 
"under the work of the law written in 
their heart." But there is no such state
ment in the entire Bible. He thinks he 
gets it from Romans 2:14, 15, but it is 
not there. Paul said that the Gentiles 
had no law (meaning a written law such 
as the Jews had), but when they did by 
nature the things of the law (which the 
Jews had), they showed the work of the 
law (not the law itself) written in their 
hearts. This does not mean that God had 
a law written in the hearts of all Gentiles. 
Nor does it mean that "the works of the 
law" were written in the hearts of all 
Gentiles. It means that only those Gen
tiles who did "by nature the things of the 
law." Moses Lard said, "They alone are 
law to themselves who know what is 
right. The expression law's works, or work 
of the law, is general and means such 
duties as the law requires" (Commentary 
on Romans, p. 88). So there was no such 
thing as a law written in the hearts of 
Gentiles; nor is there any such thing as 
a law written in the heart of unbelievers 
today. If God has one law of marriage 
for unbelievers and a different law for 
Christians, will Bro. Bales tell us why? 
And if there are two such laws, which 
one applies when a Christian marries an 
unbeliever? And if Matt. 5:32 and 19:9 
are binding on Christians only, where is 
the law governing marriage of unbe
lievers? Or does God have no law gov
erning their marriages and they are 
mating like so many animals in the woods? 
And if God has no law of marriage for 
unbelievers, will he say their marriages 
are authorized and governed solely by 
civil law? He and others among us fail 
to realize that marriage is an institution 
of God, the same as the church is an in
stitution of God; and that the laws gov
erning each institution are binding upon 
all who enter that institution. 

2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO 80227 
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Will They Learn to Love 
Jesus ... 

Look into the faces of these Russian children. What 
do you see? Happiness and innocence. And impres
sionable minds. 

But tragically, these precious children may never 
hear the name of Jesus Christ! 

It's true! Because in the Soviet Union and other com
munist countries, atheism is taught from the 
cradle- as a way of life! 

And right now children just like these are growing 
up untouched by the Word of God! 

But who will teach them? And how? 
The answer is Eastern European Mission. For the 

past 15 years this ministry-now under the direction 
of the elders of the Bammel Road Church of Christ in 
Houston-has been printing and transporting Bibles 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Yes, there are many risks. But the rewards-saving 
lost souls-are so great! 

OF COURSE, WE CAN'T REACH THESE CHILD'J:l.EN 
UNLESS BIBLES ARE PLACED IN THE HANDS OF 
THOSE WHO CAN TEACH THEM. AND WE CAN'T DO 
THIS WITHOUT YOUR HELP. 

Eastern European Mission desperately needs YOU to 
join in the "mission of love. " 

Your gift right now of $100, $50 or even $25 will 
help get Bibles behind the Iron Curtain. Or better yet, 
your monthly commitment of $10, $15 or $20 will 
help secure the strong future of this ministry in the 
months ahead. 

Remember-a simple $5 gift may enable some 

precious soul in a communist country to hold a Bible 
for the very first time in his life! And $5 a month will 
help us reach 12 families a year. 

Won' t you help today? Just fill in the attached 
coupon, clip it out and mail it with your gift to: 
Eastern European Mission, P.O. Box 90755, Houston, 
Texas 77090. And thank you! 

~------------ ------1 
I (Clip and mail with your gift today to: I 

Eastern European Mission, Bammel 
I Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box IJii~ I 
I 90765, Houston, Texas 77090.) 1 

I 0 YES! I want to help reach IT\ I 
I 

spiritually-starved souls behind the I 
Iron Curtain with the Word of God. I 

I Here's my gift of: ( )$100 ( )$76 E~TERN 1 
I < )S5o < )$25 < >S1o < )$ EUROPEAN I 
J I will also give $ __ each month. IX\1.5.510N I 

I NAME I 
I I 
I ADDRESS I 
I CITY STATE ZIP__ I 
I (Make your check payable to Eastern European I 
1 Mission. Your gift is tax-deductible.) I 
-----------------



WHY DO PREACHERS PREACH? 

(Continued from page 5) 
Land. So 60 people or more take a plane, 
etc. for a few days or a week or two rush
ing from one city or pile of rubble to 
another, spending from $1000 or so to 
$2000, or a total of perhaps $100,000 per 
trip. Ten such trips would be a million 
dollars and at $10,000 per year would 
support 100 missionary efforts per year. 

In nearly every gospel paper numbers 
of tours are offered for Spring and Fall. 
How many of these trips would support 
200-400 missionaries? Of course a number 
of preachers usually go along and these 
church members hear some good sermons, 
but these are "sight-seeing" trips and are 
generally not planned to reach the natives 
with the gospel. These trips are not 
worthy to be compared with one made 
by McGarvey in which he used his "tape 
measure" to check out and find the truth 
about numerous matters, rather than 
swallow the traditions referred to by the 
guides. Then he wrote a book about the 
"Lands of the Bible" which thousands 
may read and thus secure a more accurate 
knowledge of the geography and facts 
pertaining to conditions in those lands. 

People may say that these tourists are 
spending their own money. Do we forget 
that we are only stewards of the wealth 

that we may have? Tke eartk is tke Lord's 
and the fulness thereof, the world and 
they that dwell therein. Ps. 24:1. For every 
beast is mine and the cattle upon a thou
sand kills. Ps. 50:10. 

In other words everything belongs to 
God. We are here on earth to glorify our 
Maker and not to gratify our fleshly 
desires, especially to the curtailment of 
what we ought to do toward leading others 
to Christ. (It may appear that the love 
of money is one of our biggest problems.) 
Think on these things. 

Bro. J. D. Tant used to close an ar
ticle with "Brethren, we are drifting." 
I'll say, "Some have already drifted and 
fallen." 265 Fifth Ave., Chula Vista, CA 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a on~year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

A CHRISTIAN GROUP MEDICAL 
PRACTICE is growing rapidly in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Dr. Tom Drinnen, Dr. Carl Baker, 
and Dr. Bruce Smith have begun and will 
expand a Multi-Specialty Group Practice 
which will serve as a base for rotating medical 
missionaries to various areas of the world. 
Any physicians and medical support staff 
who are New Testament Christians and 
interested in medical evangelism are urged to 
contact the group for a more complete 
explanation of the group's plans and needs. 

Dr. Tom Drinnen 
Medical Director 

Perimeter Medical Group 
4484 N. Shallowford Road 

Atlanta, Georgia 30338 
or phone 

(404) 393-9710 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

DALRAIDA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mclnteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

Please notify the church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is needed write to 
the church, Box 3085, , 

Montgomery, AL 36109. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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FRIENDSIDP EVANGELISM 
(Continued from page 8 ) 

His f riend replied, "Yes, we could hit 
a bout every deer all r ight, but we wouldn't 
kill any. Let's use t he r if le." 

The other man said, "Well, if we use t he 
rifle you will kip one, but all the rest 
will get away." 

See t heir dilemma? Which gun should 
they use? Well, of course, t he rifle be
cause one dead deer is better than several 
wounded deer. 

That's t he way it is with evangelism. 
Select one friend a nd convert him. If you 
t ry to r each them all, what happens? 
Nothing ! 

Second, pray ! Pray for your friend 
every day. 

Third, develop a deep and personal last
ing relationship with your friend . Abraham 
Lincoln hit it r ight on target : " If you 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

J ack P . Lewis 
Ha rding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send f or Brochure 

Liberty 
Trail 

would win a man to your cause, f irst con
vince him that you are h is true friend. 
. .. When you have gained his heart, you 
have little trouble convincing h is judg
ment of the justice of your cause, if in
deed that cause is really just." 

F ourth, proclaim the gospel to your 
f r iend. Life-style evangelism doesn't take 
t he place of lip-evangelism. Your friend 
needs the gospel. Share it! 

Friendship evangelism works. WI N A 
FRIEND ! 
Davis Park Church of Christ, 901 W. 
Rumble Rd., Modesto, CA 95350 

Note to s ubscribers: Please g ive your old 
add r ess as well as your now address when 
y ou m ove. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2•/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profi t, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Chr isti, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512 / 882-6244 

For eign Worker s covered at same 
group rate 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

JUNE 23- 27 
Make this year's vacation both family-centered and God-centered! An 
inspirational lecture series with an outstanding selection of speakers, meaningful 
classes and activities for all ages, guided tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia area, recreation, and Christian fellowship are the features of the Fifth 
Annual Valley Forge Encampment to be held on the beautiful campus of 
Northeastern Christ ian Junior College located only minutes away from both 
Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 
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SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
J .M. Powell 

Jim Bill Mclnteer 
M. Norvel Young 

Archie Luper 
Larry Roberts 
Elza Huffard 
Eddie Couch 

Greg Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 

Theme: "Seeking First 
God's Kingdom" 

Write for Information! 

·----------------------------------, P!ease send a brochure with full 
d e tails about th e Valley Forge 
Encampment. 
Name 

Address ---------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

Return to: Wil C . Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 
590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265-1585 

L----------------------------------
FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 25, 1980 



Have you had a 

THREE UNUSUAL 
DAYS 

Meeting? 

"THREE UNUSUAL DAYS II is a weekend meeting designed to encourage brethren. This 

unique work was begun in 1975 by Jack Exum and has been enjoyed by hundreds of 

congregations throughout the brotherhood. The demand for .. T.U.D." has been so great 

that brother Exum has invited eight other men to join him in this ministry of motivation. 

Each man works independently of the other and is under the oversight of his local el

ders. The only tie that binds them together is the common bond of brotherly love. 

The highpoint of the weekend comes at the Sunday worship hour when a most un

usual lesson on the grace of giving is presented. This positive, joy filled lesson never 

fails to increase the contribution. In addition, five positive lessons are clustered around 

the giving lesson to make for a most enjoyable and uplifting weekend. For more infor

mation, call or write these men listed below. 

JACK EXUM 

P.O. Box 482 
Royston, GA 

30662 
(404} 245-7675 

CARL WADE 

1406 Hidden Valley 
Van Buren, AR 

72956 
(501} 474-5306 

DENNIS JONES EARL WILLIAMS 

233 Sequoia Blvd. 4 Laice Conroe Dr. 
Florence, AL Conroe, TX 

35630 77304 
(205) 767-0051 (713} 856-6348 

JIM WOODELL 

Rt. 3 
Searcy, AR 

72143 

CALVIN RENEAU VICTOR JONES KEITH HAMMOND 

(50 I) 268-7351 

3782 Arc Rd. 4 Arlington Circle 
Lawrenceville, GA Rome, GA 

30245 37311 
(404) 443-4675 (404) 234-0673 

LAWSON MAYO 

19 Grant Oaks 
North Little Rock, AR 

72116 
(50 I) 83 5-8929 

Box 1234 
Rogers, AR 

72956 
(50 I) 636-8512 

Plan now to enjoy "Three Unusual Days" in the congregation where you serve. 
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ANNOlJNCING ... 

$4.25 
per copy 

QUANTITY PRICES 
1-49 Copies- $4.25 

50-99 Copies-$3.65 
100 and Over-$3.35 

A New Master Hymnal 

HYMNS 
OF 

PRAISE 
The newest and most complete general purpose hymnal 

ever attempted by our people. 

Mm·e songs than any other book-754 songs-all you will ever 

need. All the old favorites plus about 100 relatively new and 

singable songs. 

It costs a few cents more thmz 
other books, but you will firJd it 
worth every penny of it. 

Compiled by the faculty of the Fotmdatio1l School of Church Music. Edited 
by Reuel Lemmons. 
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IT'S ALL THE BOOK YOUR CONGREGATION WILL EVER NEED 

* * * * * Also lrona Firna Foundation 

THE MAJESTIC 
HYMNAL -No. 2 

The perfect answer to the demand for a good, usable songbook at 
a specially attractive price. 442 handpicked songs which carry a 
deep spiritual message. Bound in a beautiful and durable blue or 
tan binding. 

$2.75 Per copy, Any quantity 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

FI RM FOUNDATION-MARCH 2.5, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section ,1.00 per line. Deslped especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conp:rega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
63f-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LA.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa. City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feaslt. 
CHATH~I. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublln Road 

Pleasanton, CaUforn.Ja. 941506 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3&49, 
Lihue, HI. 967&6. 
Seattle, W A Northwest Church of Chrlat 
1U7 N. 81st St. 9811)5. If you know some
one moving to the Greater Seattle area 
drop us a llne, or call 524-1320. We will 
con tact them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
Small determined congregation in n densely popu
lated New England city looking for n dedicated 
man with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug c~pa
bllities. Some experience necessary. House prov1ded 
and some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 
Montgomery St., Chicopee, Mass. 01020. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detaAls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. ::Sth St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, Mexico; Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Congregation in North Central Wisconsin is seeking 
a doctrinally sound, experienced preacher. Atten
dance runs between 80-100 with great potential for 
growth. We have full SUJlport available. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, Box 671, Marshfield, 
WI. 54449 or phone (715) 387-4474 or 659-2327. 

PREACHER WANTED 
Church of Christ. Springfield, Vermont needs full 
time preacher. Married man. Have elders and 
deacons. Average attendance of 123. ~end resume 
and references to Elders, Church of Chr1st, P .0. Box 
160, Springfield, Vermont 05156. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for infonnation and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher needed for church at 1001 El Camino Real, 
Box 721, Socorro, N. M., 87801. Small congregation 
in prime mission field with unlimited potential. 
Community growing and consists of large percentage 
Hispanic. Needs ability to relate to different cul
tures. Must be very sound In faith with excellent 
leadership ability. Needs talent to inspire unity in 
congregational relations. Send resume and references 
to Phillip Hicks or call 505-835-3472. All inquiries 
treated confidentially. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., ::205 E. ltlorgon Ave., 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40Ci6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own SUPJlOrt for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Camp manager needed for Pettijohn Springs Chris
tian Camp, Madill, Okla. Must have e..'tperience in 
business management and Christian camping. House 
and utilities provided. Send resume and references 
to: Jim Conrad, Rt. 1, Box 75, Madill, Okla. 73446. 

SOUTH MAIN-BA YTO\\'N, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hico, Texas 
76457. 
SUMM;:,;:="E""R=--""c,...,A""MP=-=F:-=O:-::R::--:R=E=N==T=----=-in---:C:-o-:1-or-a-:d:-o--;:R:::-o-c;-ky 
Mountains, 30 miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program camp-family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You sup
ply education director, teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/dny or $1200/week minimum for 30 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ, 61_1 Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. Phone 303-542-4222. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. · 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-5983. 
EVANGELISTIC MINISTER NEEDED to work 
with a growing congregation in rural area. At 
this growth stage the average attendance is 60. A 
good team spirit prevails through the congregation. 
Call 614-783-3634 or send resume to Southern Noble 
Church of Christ, Box 47 Dexter City, Ohio 45727. 

LECTURESHIPS ON TAPE 
Cassette tapes are available of the widely acclaimed 
'79 and '80 FT. WORTH LECTURES delivered at 
the Brown Trail Church of Christ. Each tape of two 
lectures is $3.20. For order form listings, write to 
David W. Echols, 432 Crestwood Terrace, Hurst 
Texas 76053. 
Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, Woodland Hills, Ca. 
213-340-5237. Specializing in church building insur
ance. Please phone for a quote. 
Preacher seeking a full time job in the Lord's 
Church-somewhere we really are needed. Will con
sider any place that we are needed. I have two 
years in preacher's training school in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. I also have over two years experience 
in both small and largo churches. I am 52 and mY 
wife Is 48-both are mature In the faith. Ben 
Northam, 6004 Lilac Lane, Amarillo, Texas 79106. 
Returning missionary ,available for l!'cal work: A~ter 
14 years on foreign f1elds I am des1rous of locabng 
with a good church in Northwest Arkansa~ or ad
joining areas. N. E. Sewell, Box 469, Yellville, Ar. 
72687, Tel: 501-449-6072. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach .. Age 
so+ with strong suit in leadership and or!-ffiDizi~g. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Ke1th Pr1ce 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Li~col!l St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126, Grant, M1ch1gan 49327. 

Wanted set of McLintock & Strong and Neil & 
Delitzsch, Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, La. 
71270. 

:Wanted preachel' with partial income. Ideal climate 
m mother lode country of California. Write Frank 
Winesette, Box 999, San Andreas, Ca. 95249 or call 
(209) 754-4374. 
BIBLE CALL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: 2 ma
chines, about 200 tapes, (in excellent condition) for 
about lh original cost. If interested write: C of C, 
P.O. Box 254, Philadelphia, MS. 39350, or call: 
(601) 656-1741 or (601) 656-4638. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi· 
gan 48504. 

ADM ASST/CASEWORKER 
Be a part of a growing Christian child care/ child 
placement agency serving the mid-Atlantic region. 
This multi-service facility needs Christian with MSW 
or MS in related field or BA in SW plus 1 year 
experience. Duties include both administrative and 
casework activities. Salary negotiable. Located 30 
miles west of Washington, DC. Contact Phil Hig
gins, Director, Church of Christ Children's Home, 
Box 9, Gainesville, VA 22065 (703-754-8516). 
WANTED-to complete two volumes of FIRM 
FOUNDATION for binding. Number 47, Vol. 88, 
(Nov. 23, 1971) and Number 47, Vol. 90, (Nov. 
20, 1973). Richard C. Hardy, 3805 Granny White 
Pike, Nashville, Tenn. 37204. 

PREACHER WANTED: C:mgregntion of 60 to 70, 
3 yrs. old, elders and deacons. Like to have pulpit 
filled full time in 1980. Town of 4,000 surrounded 
by cities of 300,000. Can furnish upprox. $225.00 
per wk. Plan to be self supporting by 1982. Will 
need good references, Only evangelistic minded 
preacher need call. Call (309) 792-2074 or (309) 
799-7208. Write Church of Christ 8819 Knoxville 
Rd., Milan, Illinois 61264. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm FonndatloD 
tries to screen advertfalngo, ODd will not 
k1lowlngly take questionable advertising. 
But: 1t Is the reader's responsibility to ID• 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run on unworthy ad. 
As the old snylng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvestl&"nte I 

Bruce Henderson, Box 327, Carson City, 
Nevada 98701: My family and I have been 
working with the church here since Oct. 
1973. One of the most exciting parts of 
our work is our jail and prison ministry, 
begun in 1975. Last Sept. I was made 
chaplain of our local jail and sheriff's 
office. We have a crying need for good 
literature. These institutio:rs are bombard
ed with charismatic and "faith only" 
books and testimonials. We need good pa
perback literature (no hardbacks) to cir
culate. If you have good new or used 
material you can donate, please write me 
at the church above or c/o Carson City 
Sherriff Dept. 901 E. Musser, Carson 
City, Nevada, 89701. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 
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TRAINING FOR MINISTRY? 

Ten reasons to consider the 
Institute for Christian Studies 

1. Superior academic study combined with strong emphasis in 
ministry. 

2. Experience (field work each semester). 

3. Courses in ministry. 

4. Qualified and committed faculty (80% with earned doctorates; 
average of 20 years experience in ministry. 

5. Instruction in proper methodology of Bible Study. 

6. Personal interaction with faculty. 

7. Independent thought and personal spiritual growth. 

8. Low-cost program. 

9. Accredited degree in Biblical Studies. 

10. University-modeled curriculum. 

Interested? For further information write: 

Registrar 
Institute for Christian Studies 
1908 University Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78705 
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TH E FIRSTFRUITS O F N EPAL. In the late - 1960's the Don Pfalse r family 

was in Nepa l with the U. S. agricultura l program. They found a group 

claiming to be simply New Testament Christians in this land-locked little 

nation through which runs the Himalayan mountai n range. W ith the 

passing of time most of the group proved false. But a few d e te rmined 

ones have su rvived. They are pictured here as the church in Kathmandu, 

Ne pal today. In 1972 the John Masseys, attached to the American Embassy 

strengthened the group for a few months. J . C. Choat has helped. Voca

tional missionaries do a great work in many countries and strengthen 

native groups sometimes as much as a permanent missionary can. 

Austin, Texas, April 1, 1980 
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Leadership 
Anytime the church is not making the progress that it 

should make, it can be safely assumed that the problem 
is with its leadership. There seems to be universal 
agreement among us that the church is not growing as 
it should. And that in the midst of a climate that every
one seems to agree is conducive to growth. Any indi
vidual congregation that is not growing should look 
well to the reasons why. 

In the first century, churches grew phenomenally, 
and in a climate that was ever ything but favorable. 
Maybe we should start asking how, and why, did they 
grow? Was it because they could speak in tongues? 
Was it because they had supernatural inner power? Or 
was it because of discipleship? Was it because of dedi
cated leadership? Was it because of total commitment? 
Acts 6 tells us that the number multiplied, and the word 
of God grew." 

The only plan of church growth that will succeed 
is the one that the early church used, and which has 
already proved successful. If we are concerned with 
Restoration, perhaps a good place to do some study is 
in the area of restoring the leadership of the New Tes
tament church. 

It seems that the outstanding quality of New Testa
ment leadership was the powerful influence of out
standing men. It was leadership like that of a wild 
goose that f lies at the front of the flock, so that each 
following bird lies in the air-slip of the leader. The 
leader is out there leading. He isn't flying backward, 
quacking commands to the flock. 

Leadership must develop a deep and sincere enthu
siasm for the propagation of the faith. So long as the 
spread of the faith i~ on the periphery of the leader
ship's interests we will never make much progress. And 
that's where it has been in far too many instances. 
Leadership whose chief concern is making a living and 
attending to personal interests will never pro
vide the thrust the church needs to really grow. Some 
provision must be made to free our leadership from 
mundane concerns and allow it to give its full and un
divided attention to taking the church to greater 
heights. 

We must insist that leadership develop a sincere love 
for the lost, and for the souls of men. So long as we are 
merely seeking to increase the numbers in a congrega
tion, we are making no progress. Unless leadership can 
see the multiplied millions of the lost as so many souls 
that will spend eternity in Hell if we do not r each 
them, there will be little real growth. Unless leadership 
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reaiiy cares whether t hey are lost or not t he church will 
do little to save them. We suffer because leader ship 
doesn't care enough about souls. Housekeeping is not 
evangelism. And sitting on a board of directors over 
a local church is not the kind of evangelistic leadership 
the first century church provided. 

We must insist upon a leader ship with a deep and 
abiding loyalty to the t ruth. Without that quality of 
commitment, the church will be led astray. If it is to be 
kept true to the Book its leadership must know and 
appreciate the Book. A deep faith in God and in his 
word, as well as complete confidence in his work, is 
essential to fa ithful leadership. The distinctiveness of 
the gospel in the midst of the world's religions shines 
like the pole star. When leadership becomes hazy and 
unsure in its faith in, and loyalty to, the gospel it can
not lead the church anywhere. 

Church leadership has a r esponsibility to develop 
great character and integrity. When one poses as a 
leader of the people of God he should, himself, be a 
man of God. The qualities demanded of preachers, 
elders, deacons, teachers, and all others for that matter, 
are qualities worthy of emulation. Leadership must 
give the rest of us something worthy of following. 
Leadership that does not provide an example worth 
imitating should be replaced with leadership that does. 
The longer we wait to replace unworthy leadership the 
more we suffer. 

The world suffers when national leaders forget the 
meaning of integrity. The church suffers even more, 
when its leaders forget. A consciousness of leadership's 
integrity gives it moral strength. It alleviates most of 
the toil of business, and softens the hardness of illegiti
mate criticism. It provides confidence before God when 
the ingratitude of men or the toughness of the times 
rob leaders of all other reward. Give the church men 
of integrity, on whom we know we can depend- who 
are not vain and self-seeking-and who can be de
pended upon to stand firm when other s fail. Give it 
leadership unwilling to listen to pleas against con
science. Give it leadership that is a friend, fai thful 
and true; and an adversary that is honest, fearless 
and just, and the church will have a piece of the rock 
of ages. 
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Cup of Blessing or 
Cup of Judgment? 

ELMER PROUT 

l Corinthians 11:23-26 is the most complete description of 
the communion in the New Testament letters. In a few moving 
words Paul sets out the course and purpose of the Supper. 

But the passage stands against a background of unbelievable 
confusion. In the Corinthian church assemblies did more harm 
than good (17); divisions kept the members apart (18, 19); 
believers did not wait for each other and some ate or drank 
to excess (21) ; the church was despised and poor members were 
humiliated (22). As he considered that situation Paul could 
only say "When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper 
you eat." The Corinthians abuse of the communion calls our 
attention to at least three issues. 

Form obedience is not enough. Japanese sumo wrestling 
matches close with an elaborate ceremony by one of the wres
tlers in the center of the ring. It is a colorful and carefully 
done religious cleansing rite. But the audience pays no attention. 
People talk, pick up their belongings, walk toward the exits. 
They would be very upset if the ceremony was omitted but 
they have no concern to participate. If the form is carried 
out every one is satisfied. 

That was part of the problem in Corinth. If we had asked 
"Do you have the Lord's Supper every week?" the answer 
would have been "Do we ever! We wouldn't think of leaving 
out the most important part of the assembly. We break the 
bread and we drink the cup!" The form was there but it was 
the form of death rather than life. 'Eating and drinking judg
ment on themselves . . . many were weak, sick and asleep' ( cf. 
27, 30). 

There are two vital questions regarding the communion. One 
is 'How often?' The scriptures answer 'on the first day of the 
week' .(Acts 20:7). The other question is 'Where are our thoughts 
when we break the bread?' The answer to this question demands 
that we continue to ask ourselves: Is the form connected with 
the purpose ? Do our actions fulfill the Lord's aims for his 
Supper? It is not enough to say 'I was in the assembly this 
morning.' The point is 'was I conscious of the purpose of being 
there-did I experience the participation in the body?' 

Worship of God and unity of the body. A person once said 
to me: "I come to church to worship God. That is my only pur
pose. I don't care what anyone else in the assembly thinks 
of me or how I feel about them. It's just God and I!" 

In one sense that sounds fine. Jesus did say "In remembrance 
of me" (24, 25). Paul adds "proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes." (26). Christ is the central figure at the table. We 
look back and remember his betrayal and death. (23, 25). We 
look ahead to the time of his return. (26). In the light of 
Christ's suffering we examine ourselves. (28). In that sense it 
is 'just Christ and I.' 

But Christ is the central figure· at the table as the Savior 
and Head of the body. The Corinthians forgot that the liv
ing body of Christ is as important as his dying body. It may 
be true that 'body' (27, 29) has primary reference to the phys-

ical body of Christ which was nailed to the cross. But 'body' 
surely reaches out to include Christ's spiritual body-the church. 
This becomes clear when we read "Because there is one loaf, 
we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the 
one loaf" (1 Corinthians 10:17). 

The communion service is designed to renew faith and com
mitment to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a service 
designed to draw us nearer to him in deeper appreciation of 
his loving death. 

And, as we draw nearer to the Head of the body we are 
sure to find ourselves closer to each other. The Lord's Supper 
is an exercise in memory as we look back to the past work of 
Christ. The Lord's Supper is also intended to be an exercise 
in unity as we accept our place among the members of the 
body to which the Lord has added us. The communion is to re
mind us of what Christ did in his body on the cross and of 
what he is doing for his body, the church. 

Examine our communion habits. Paul had to remind the 
Corinthians that a proper approach to the communion will in
clude such ordinary things as timing. "Wait for each other." 
<(33). To remember the Lord goes hand in hand with simple 
courtesy and thoughtfulness for others. 

Today, for example, we might ask ourselves if the seating 
arrangements in our buildings add to the sense of the unity of 
the body, especially during the communion. Are we concerned 
to seek ways to experience and express the unity into which 
Christ brought us? Often we spend the communion service 
looking at the floor, the palms of our hands, the ceiling, the 
attendance and offering record, and the back of each other's 
heads. Perhaps there is a better way. 

Concern for the unity of the body should also encourage us 
to examine our feelings toward other members of the congre
gation. If we thought carefully enough, we might be led to 
some other words of our Master: 

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift (Matthew 5:23, 24). 

That might be something few of us have ever seen-some
one saying "I can't go on with worship until I get this matter 
straightened out .... " It might disrupt our orderly services. 
It might embarrass us in front of our visitors. It might extend 
our services past the twelve noon mark. Yes! And in the process 
it just might lead us to the cup of blessing which the Lord 
wants us to have. 

It would lead past formality to reality-the spiritual reality 
that can exist when the forgiveness we have received from 
God and of which we are reminded by bread and cup, is ex
pressed from member to member in the living body of Christ. 

P. 0. Box 31, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, Japan 350-13 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power - Perseverance 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

The apostle Paul was no quitter. Oh, he had a wide range 
of discouragement possibilities-far greater than those most 
of us will ever have to face--but he carried on. He knew the 
meaning of "staying power." What a grand beginning in the 
gospel ministry was his! How grateful to his Lord he was 
(Ephesians 3 :7-13), and what a tremendous sense of indebted
ness he had to those who had not yet heard the Good News 
(Romans:ll4-16)! So soon after his conversion to Christ was 
he proclaiming "Jesus, that he is the Son of God" (Acts 9:20). 
Indeed, he "increased the more in strength, and confounded 
the Jews that dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is the 
Christ" 1(Acts 9:22). 

Ah, but Paul's enthusiasm of newness in Christianity didn't 
dwindle and fade as the years passed. Nor did any of the 
discouragements and difficulties, disappointments and discom
forts, cause him to sag in zeal. His was still a vigorous 
ministry at the end of his life a third of a century after that 
grand beginning. See him in that Roman prison-hear him: "I 
have fought the good fight. I have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7). And read with personal ap
plication his admonitions to the younger preacher who had 
begun his ministry some fifteen years before: "Stir up the 
gift of God ...• For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; 
but of power and love and discipline .... Preach the word; 
be urgent in season, out of season. • . . Suffer hardship, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill thy ministry" (2 Timothy 1 :6, 7; 
4:2, 5). What an important lesson this is in this time of "why 
are so many preachers leaving full-time ministry?" And what 
an important lesson it is for all disciples of the Lord who may 
be "letting up" or even "giving up" as years of service build 
upon years of service. 

Discouragements 
Brethren Doubted Him. Following his conversion, his early 

ministry in Damase·1s, his learning time in Arabia (Acts 9:1-
22; Galatians 1:16, 17), Paul went to Jerusalem where he tried 
to identify with the disciples of Christ-"And they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple" (Acts 9:26). 
That's not quite the same as brethren today who express doubts 
concerning the sincerity of a new convert who for so long has 
been anything but a friend of the Lord and his church. If, after 
accepting the fact that Paul had actually become a disciple, 
there were those who wondered, "Just how long do you think 
it will take him to fall back into his old ways?", the years would 
provide the answer. Surely the brethren shouldn't have been 
discouragers. Oh, they didn't discourage him. 

Critical Brethren. Nor was this great servant of Christ 
moved to "give up" when he realized that some of his brethren 
considered him to be only a second-class apostle (Galatians 1: 
15-24). There were those who loved him dearly, even to the 
point of saying foolishly, "I am of Paul" (1 Corinthians 1 :12), 
but it seems that opposition from some of his fellow servants 
continued right on through the years. Some just didn't like 
him or his manner of speaking (2 Corinthians 11 :4-6). Some 
tried to "raise up affliction" for him during his first im
prisonment in Rome (Philippians 1:15-18). Paul knew whose 
servant he was, and he knew the sincerity of his ministry. Ob-
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viously such criticism must have hurt, for he was a man of 
total commitment to the Master's cause, but he perhaps knew 
what it may take us a long time to learn, that he couldn't 
control what others might think or say about him. Let's say 
with him, "It is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man's judgment . . . he that judgeth me 
is the Lord" (1 Corinthians 4:2-4). 

Harsh Enemies. There were many unbelievers who despised 
al}d opposed Paul because of whom and whal; he represented. 
Time and again he was arrested, imprisoned, threatened, beaten, 
and once he was stoned (2 Corinthians 11 :23-25). Didn't Jesus 
care? Oh, yes, he cared! Suffering for Christ is suffering with 
Christ. Carry on. 

Hard Times. Here was a man of God who suffered hardship 
willingly, cheerfully, simply in order to carry on a faithful 
ministry. What he endured (2 Corinthians 11 :25-28; 1 Thess
alonians 2 :1-4)! At times he had an abundance of necessities 
(Philippians 4:10-18), while at other times he was abased. He 
worked with his own hands to provide needs-at Corinth (Acts 
18:1-4), Thessalonica (!Thessalonians 2:9), and Ephesus (Acts 
20:34), although he did receive support from his brethren at 
various times 1(2 Corinthians 11:7, 8; Philippians 1:5; 4:10-18). 
"Low pay" and "no security" didn't lead to his quitting! 

Small Harvest of Souls. Not always was the apostle Paul 
able to convert great numbers of his hearers to Christ. Yet he 
kept on preaching. Not always were his converts faithful and 
active in their Lord's service. Yet he kept on working. Not al
ways were the leaders of congregations that he had helped 
establish faithful in caring for the flock (see 1 Corinthians 5; 
Acts 20:28-31). But he kept on exhorting and demanding. Some 
of the converts might fall away and become enemies of the 
cross (see 1 Timothy 2:19, 20), but he kept on teaching. Some 
might forsake him when he most needed them (2 Timothy 4: 
10, 16), but he would say, "The Lord will deliver me from every 
evil work, and will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen." (2 Timothy 4:18). 

A Greater Paul 
Add to all of this the fact that the Heavenly Father deemed 

it necessary that Paul have a physical infirmity so that he 
would not be exalted overmuch (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). So, 
not only did the apostle never give in, give up, give out in his 
labors for his Lord, he actually took "pleasure in weaknesses, in 
injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 
sake." His Lord had said to him, "My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my power is made perfect in weakness.'' 

Ah, look at this great servant of the Lord when he is in 
his late sixties and is just about to depart from this life. Let's 
understand what he is saying-"! have fought the good fight 
I have finished the course, I have kept the faith." Rejoice at 
the spiritual stature of this man as compared with that first 
year of his ministry in the "Lord's kingdom. We are challenged. 
We are made ashamed about out: own complaining and lack 
of zeal. What a life to live! What a life to die on! 

Edgefield C of C, 420 N. Edgefield at Seventh St. Dallas, TX 
75208 
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The events of the sixth chapter of Mark 
took place on the western shore of the 
sea of Galilee near the city of Capernaum. 
Here, near the northern end of this fa~ 
mous body of water, our Lord spoke to 
a great crowd of people. 

The inspired record says that Jesus 
wanted to get away from the great crowds 
who were following him and "rest a 
while." Mark tells us that "they went 
away in a boat to a desert place apart." 
But a great multitude of people awaited 
them when they arrived at their destina~ 
tion. Mark tells us in verse 34 that 
Jesus saw the great multitude and had 
compassion on them because they were 
"as sheep not having a shepherd." 

Some in this great crowd probably had 
come out of curiosity while others were 
hungering for the words of truth which 
he spoke. It was here, near the end of 
the day, that Jesus miraculously fed this 
great multitude. 

The disciples recommended that the 
people be sent away. They were getting 
hungry and needed to be told to go into 
the nearby villages so they could obtain 
something to eat. To their surprise, Jesus 
said "You give them something to eat." 
Why would Jesus issue such instructions? 
They didn't have enough food on hand 
nor did they possess sufficient money to 
purchase the necessary food. The re
sources necessary to feed such a host of 
people simply were not available. Why, 
even two hundred Roman denerii would 
not buy enough. 

Then the Lord asked them, "How many 
loaves have you?" What are your 
resources'! In the face of need, what do 
you have that you can call upon? Andrew 
found a lad with five barley loaves and 
two fish and anyone could see that this 
was not nearly enough. Nevertheless, 
Jesus told them to seat the people and he 
fed 5,000 hungry, restless people in a 
miracle that can never be- forgotten. 

The Master's question, "How many 
loaves have you?" is one that should cause 
every child of God to sit down and con
sider the resources that are available 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. In a recent 
edition of Christianity Today, Senator 
Mark Hatfied of the State of Washington 
wrote about our diminishing supply of 
natural resources and the need to con
serve them. He stated that he believed 
every Christian should be careful in the 
use of these because the supply is going 
to run out. As one considers the short 
supply of energy and natural resources, 
it seems to be a good time to set in con
trast the abundant and never ending sup
ply of spiritual resources which are avail
able in Christ. 

First, Consider the Real Need Which 
Jesus Met. · 

Was it just physical? It is true that 
they were physically hungry, but one 
should also note the statement made in 
Mark 6:34 which says that Jesus had 
compassion upon them because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. John 
shows in his gospel that it was this in
cident which provided Jesus the oppor
tunity to set forth that great discourse 

The 
Christian's 
Resources 

J. C. TOWNSEND 

on the bread of life. Really, it was spir
itual rather than physical needs which 
dominated the scene and needed to be 
supplied. 

The world of 1980 is hungering for 
many things. A large part of the earth's 
people do not have enough physical food 
and the vast majority are in spiritual 
bondage. Since World War II, the Ameri~ 
can government has given generously the 
monetary, military, political and technical 
know-how which it possessed. Yet, condi
tions and events everywhere today, testify 
that these have not solved the world's 
problems and that the real need is for 
true spiritual realities. 

As a people and as a nation, it seems 
that we have been preoccupied with the 
physical, with not enough emphasis upon 
the spiritual. At the end of World War 
II, General Douglas MacArthur pled with 
American churches to send great num
bers, yea great armies of missionaries to 
Japan. He said that Japan's greatest 
needs were spiritual and that there was 
an unprecedented opportunity to supply 
these needs and free Japan forever from 
the debilitating forces which had moulded 
that nation's past. 

To what extent did the Lord's church 
answer this challenge? It is doubtful if 
any would argue that enough was done. 
Our people must not have felt that the 
greatest and most pressing need in the 
life of this nation was a spiritual one. 
But it is true, in spite of our indifference 
and failures, that the greatest need of 
Japan and the greatest need of America 
is spiritual. 

If you were to make a list today of 
what you considered our greatest needs, 
as individuals and as the church, what 
would you include? Do we need more 
material goods and a greater gross na
tional product? Already this nation en
joys the highest standard of living in 
history. But morally, spiritually, socio
logically, and psychologically there is 
much that is lacking. 

A rising crime rate, alcoholism that is 
reaching mammoth proportions, dope ad
diction, and a high divorce rate all sug
gest that the stomachs of our people are 
full but their souls are famishing with 
hunger. A society of men with souls need 
something more than things. The most 
important commodities are not for sale at 
the local supermarket. 

On the occasion discussed in Mark 6, 
when Jesus looked out upon the multitude, 
what did he see? He did not see crowds 
as crowds but he saw individuals with 

imm~rtal souJs. He looks out upon the 
teemmg multitudes of today in the same 
~a~ .and is interested in you and me as 
mdtviduals. 

The hunger within the human heart 
cannot be satisfied by a benevolent hu
manism. Hungry souls are grasping for 
personal resources that will meet their 
needs. Much that is called religion today 
doe~ not ~v:n begin to satisfy the soul. 
Social societies, charities, clubs, and pro~ 
~rams serve superficial needs. Mankind 
IS beset with problems that only Christ 
and his pure, unadulterated gospel can 
meet. To ~aster one's fears, get the best 
of alcoholism, to hold a marriage to~ 
~ether, to give meaning to life, the spir
Itual resources available only in Christ 
are absolutely essential. 

In the second place, we need to see that 
Jesus challenged his disciples then and 
now to consider their resources and learn 
how to draw upon them. 

When our Lord asked, "How many 
!oaves h~ve you?" he wasn't asking for 
mformabon because he knew how many 
there were. He wasn't interested in the 
number of barley loaves which they had 
or whether they had two hundred Roman 
denerii or twice that much. He wanted 
to know what these men had in their 
faith upon which they could draw. He 
wanted them to ponder the matter of 
their resources. Our Lord wanted them to 
see that in him they would be able to 
conquer every foe. 

When you see a marriage that is strong 
~nd ~e!luinely Christian, you know there 
IS sp1r1tual strength for our time. When 
young people are able to rise above the 
~oral climate and live pure and noble 
hves, you know that in Christ there are 
resources deep and real upon which one 
can draw. When others crumble beneath 
the blows of tragedy and you have oppor
tunity to know people who have learned 
to lean on God right through the valley 
of shadows, you know there are re
sources available. When you see people 
who are able to smile right on through 
the storm because of their deep faith in 
God, you are thankful for the storehouse 
of spiritual resources. 

Third, consider the specifics that we 
can draw on to keep faith in force. What 
are the resources of the Christian faith? 

1st, there is God's presence. The child 
of God is assured over and over again 
that he can expect God's help and strength 
all along the way. In Luke 11, Jesus said 
that our Heavenly Father is able to give 
good gifts to them that ask and the 
author of Hebrews declared that God will 
not forsake us. In the strength of such 
promises, the apostle Paul and the early 
Christians traversed the Roman Empire 
faced every conceivable danger and wo~ 
the victory in Jesus Christ. ' 

2nd, there is the promise that God will 
be with us through our darkest hours. 
Our Lord never promised that we would 
be kept from trials and tribulations but 
he has promised to sustain us as we con~ 
front these. Elisha's servant panicked at 
the sight of the powerful Syrian army 
which had surrounded the Israelite city 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Living Between the Times 
EDWARD FUDGE 

The life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ so New Testament writers 
affirm throu'ghout, represents a turning
point in the history of mankind. Swiss 
scholar Oscar Cullmann upbraids many 
of his fellow theologians for not taking 
this biblical message on its own terms, in
stead imposing their own philosophy and 
disinterest in history on to the text. 
Cullmann wrote an entire book (Ckrist 
and Time) in which he argued for several 
hundred pages that Jesus Christ is the 
mid-point of history. All that happened 
before him pointed to him; all that hap
pens after him is the result of his having 
come. Another. theologian from Germany 
by the name of Wolfhart Pannenberg al
so sees Jesus as the crucial figure in his
tory, but he argues that Jesus is not 
history's mid-point but rather its end. 
Yet history can still continue indefinitely 
after Jesus lived, died and rose again, 
because the "end" has appeared not ex
ternally and visibly but in a revelatory 
and anticipatory fashion. When it does 
come visibly, we who knew Jesus will not 
be surprised by what it brings to view. 
Since we can find plenty of New Testa
ment passages which seem to fit either 
figure we can appreciate them both with
out having to make a choice between 
them. 

The past seventy-five years of "critical" 
studies in the Gospels ("critical" does not 
here mean fault-finding, but according to 
the methods of literary criticism) have 
but highlighted the fact that Jesus 
viewed his own person and work in a 
unique light in terms of history. It is 
quickly clear to anyone reading the gospels 
that Jesus is greatly concerned with the 
kingdom of God. Matthew, especially, 
stresses Jesus' teaching on this subject, 
which occupied so large a place in the 
faith and hope of Israel. 

Jesus (as John the Baptist before him) 
proclaimed that "the kingdom of God is 
at hand (Mk. 1:15; Matt. 8:2). More even 
than that, he affirmed on the strength 
of the miraculous signs he performed 
that the kingdom was then present (Matt. 
12:28;. Lk. 17:21). Some disciples stand
ing beside Jesus were promised that they 
would not die until they had seen the 
kingdom come with power, an allusion 
to Daniel's vision of the Son of Man 
(Daniel 7), fulfilled in part in the Trans
figuration immediately following (Mark 
9:1, 2), in part on Pentecost (Acts 1:8, 
10), and perhaps in part at the destruc
tion of Je111salem in A.D. 69-70 (Matt. 
28:37-24:34). Yet the story told by the 
Evangelists does not include the king
dom's visible coming-not, at least, in 
any form recognizable to the influential 
Pharisees or the established current of 
apocalyptic expectation in Judea. This 
creates a kind of dilemma: were the hopes 
of Jesus in error, or were they fulfilled 
in a way that most of the Jews failed to 
understand and accept? Was Jesus mis-
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taken? Did the kingdom of God come, but 
indiscernably? Or is there another solu
tion? 

Albert Schweitzer, accomplished musi
cian, philosopher and humanitarian phy
sician, was also a pioneer in "critical" 
Gospel studies. He concluded that Jesus 
was simply mistaken in his hope, as were 
the first disciples. They thought the world 
would soon end, Schweitzer said, and the 
kingdom would break upon mankind-but 
it just did not happen. Yet so compelling 
was the person of Jesus, so powerful his 
call to discipleship, that his followers 
simply reinterpreted his words to suit 
the circumstances and followed him none
theless. 

The great British scholar Charles H. 
Dodd, author of num~rous works and 
mentor to many students around the 
world through his ground-breaking book 
The Apostolic Preaching and Its Develop
ment, followed by According to the Scrip
tures, took a different turn as he explored 
the Gospels. Yes, Dodd said, Jesus af
firmed a soon-dawning kingdom. Yes, the 
multitudes were disappointed in the fail
ure of such a kingdom to appear-after 
their own expectations. But they erred, 
not Jesus. He did usher in God's king
dom-in his own person. The end of the 
world, as we put it, "eschatology" was 
realized then and there. So much so, in 
fact, that after the record of the Gos
pels ends nothing beside remains to 
happen. 

Much the same could be said for the 
epoch-marking work of Karl Barth, who 
saw the same "realized" eschatology in 
Paul-and set it forth in his 1918 Com
mentary on Romans, quickly followed by 
a second edition three years later. In one 
sense the world goes on as always be
fore. But in another sense, everything 'is 
different now that Jesus has come. For 
the gospel now confronts man with God's 
righteousness-and, the obverse side of 
the same coin, his wrath! Whoever faces 
God in the gospel stands before the ul
timate crisis of his entire life! Thus the 
labels "crisis theology" or "dialectic 
theology" were applied to Barth's work. 
Like Dodd, he too later emphasized that 
this truth did not stand alone, but needed 
the final event (which we know as the 
second advent) to make it complete. 

Various European (and not a few 
American) theologians appreciated 
Barth's new direction, but thought he 
lapsed into a primitive and outmoded 
mind-set when he spoke of such End-time 
events as the resurrection, the judgment, 
and Christ's second coming. Rudolph 
Bultmann was chief among this number. 
Professor Bultmann, nevertheless reads 
the New Testament Scriptures through 
the eyeglasses of the modern philosophy 
of existentialism. By coming to the text 
with this philosophical framework, he be
lieves he is able to extract the kernel of 
truth from the gospel. All the rest-talk 

of heaven and hell, of a bodily resurrec
tion, of an "end of the world" and "day 
of judgment"-he regards as remnants 
of an earlier, mythical way of thinking, 
which must now be discarded as chaff in 
the interests of the gospel wheat itself. 
This "demythologizing" of the gospel, 
dismantling the "mythical" superstructure 
from a bygone age, Bultmann advocates, 
he believes, as a friend of the gospel. 

In this Bultmann reminds us of the 
little boy who returned home from Sun
day School and told his father he had 
learned the story of Moses at the Red 
Sea. "What happened?" asked the father. 
"Why, Moses called in his helicopters with 
pontoon bridges, and all the Israelites 
crossed the sea," he said. "Then when the 
Egyptians started across, Moses radioed 
the jet bombers which came and blasted 
the bridges out from under them and 
they all drowned." "Is tkat what your 
teacher told you?" the father asked, with 
rising indignation. "No," confessed the 
son finally. "But if I told it ker way, 
you'd never believe it!" 

This is the way Bultmann "demyth
ologizes" the New Testament. And we 
conclude, as did Barth, and Cullmann in 
particular, that in making the story "be
lievable," Bultmann had made it into a 
different story altogether. Yet he, too, 
saw some very important emphases in 
Scripture and tried to bring them to our 
attention. There is truth in speaking of 
the preaching of the gospel as an "en
counter" between God and man. There is 
an important principle in the statement 
that the gospel is essentially "proclama
tion," and that whoever truly hears it 
enters into his "judgment" as surely as 
he ever will. John's Gospel stresses these 
very truths. But Bultmann has hurt the 
truth he has by his denial of what he 
discards-mistakenly supposing that mod
ern man could never believe it. And evan
gelicals would do well to examine their 
own thinking and teaching as well; they, 
too, sometimes "tailor" the text in the in
terests of "believability" or "results." 

These brief historical notes can now 
bring us to end on a solid and timely New 
Testament point. It is the conviction of 
New Testament writers and speakers, 
from Jesus and his first disciples, to Paul 
and all the rest, that in Jesus of Naza
reth, God entered among men, and that 
in that coming, he both offerei:i salvation 
freely through faith in Jesus, and judged 
those who reject his salvation. Here we 
see the intersection, or better, the flowing 
together into a single stream, the "king
dom of God" of the Gospels, and the 
"righteousness of God" of Paul. Jesus had 
suggested as much in his teaching con
cerning ultimate priorities ("His kingdom 
and his righteousness"; Matt. 6:33). 

We can see this clearly when we look 
at how the New Testament writers speak 
of certain events we (and they) regard 
as "End-time" events. Here we would 
place the resurrection of the dead, the 
great judgment before God, his pronounce
ment of acquittal on the faithful and his 
passing down of judgment on his adver
saries. For the New Testament declares 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Editor's Note: 
we are beginning with this article a 

series of seven well written articles on 
the management of missionary efforts. 
We have felt for a long time that elders 
need help and guidance in this area. 

If local elders would save, read and refer 
to this series of articles we believe they 
would avail themselves of a valuable tool 
in planning and carrying out effective 
mission work. 

We are going. We will get there. So be
gan the slide presentation. And as I 
watched the natives of Guatemala flash 
across the screen, gazed into the sunken 
eyes of the old men, looked at the smiles 
of the children, and saw laughter, pain, 
tragedy, and love of God in men's lives 
I began to realize that this business of 
missions was serious. We really are going. 
We reallly will get there. 

Perhaps the best news in missions to
day is that the church is beginning to 
really believe this. A wakening churches 
are accepting missions responsibility as 
~ever b.efor~. lndiyidual members are giv
mg thetr fr1endsh1p and enthusiastic sup
port to missionaries as never before. We 
have come a long way and the future is 
promising. 

But much remains to be done. Our en
thusiasm ~ust be channeled into activity, 
our love mto dollars, our desire into re
solve. That is because we have a long 
way to go. We have over four hundred 
missionaries. We need more than ten 
thousand. We have touched small corners 
of the globe but the opportunity may be 
ours to make a significant impact on 
large portions of the world we live in. The 
opportunity will come to those who are 
ready. The exciting prospect is that we 
may, in fact, be ready. 

Changes will be necessary. There is no 
question about that. The process has al
ready begun. Only a few decades ago we 
knew nothing about missions. Today our 
~hristian colleges and schools of preach
mg o.ff:r excellent training on all aspects 
of miSSion work. Veteran missionaries re
turning from the field spread not only 
enthusiasm but knowledge. Youth are ex
posed to missions more than ever before. 
The trend toward solid successful mis
sion work has begun. 
On~ major change is necessary, how

ever, if we are to accomplish our goals and 
i~ is not a change to be wrought by Chris
tian colleges, schools of preaching or vet
eran missionaries. It is a change to be 
wrought in the local church regarding our 
own unde~st~nding of our responsibility 
toward mtss1ons and how to effectively 
carry out that responsibility. It is coming 
to an understanding of sound missions 
management. 

Missions Management is an integration 
of the Biblical view of missions with 
sound management principles to provide 
local church leadership with the back
ground to effectively plan, initiate and 
manage mission involvement. ' 

Two thin~s need to be said. First, be
cause our VIews of management are large
ly shaped by our own culture Missions 
M~nagement is a cultural c~ncept. It 
might never do for a church composed of 

Missions 
Management 

(1) 
DALE LUNDY 

Quiche or Tonga tribesmen. It is for us, 
however, the best way of doing things. 

Second, having recognized that man
agement is cultural in specifics of appli
cation, it is solidly Biblical in principle. 
We commonly know it by the name of 
stewardship and seldom apply it in mission 
work. Mission Management applies sound 
principles to aid us in the most effective 
management of God's charge for world 
evangelism. 

Thus Mission Management combines the 
Biblical imperative for missions, the es
sential kerygma of the gospel, and sound 
management or stewardship principles 
to make our missions programs the best 
possible. 

Why do we need Missions Management? 
The reasons are clear. In order to suc
ceed in this serious business of world 
evangelism we must accept the responsi
bility for missions in the local church, and 
we must manage missions as if we truly 
do understand that the responsibility is 
ours. Throughout time God has instructed 
men to give the first and only the best. 
We must give our best means, our best 
men, our best management, and our best 
involvement to this most serious job. A 
majority of our best men will never 
choose missions unless we cease to ap
proach it as a church sideline. Our best 
giving will never occur until men are con
vinced that the money they entrust to our 
care is being used to develop effective, 
dynamic mission programs. Our best love 
for the lost can only be given when our 
missions programs are their best. 

Good management of missions recog
nizes the responsibility of the local church 
to send missionaries and act upon it. With 
thousands of congregations and only a 
few hundred missionaries it is apparent 
that most churches have been letting 
someone else send. Our results speak for 
themselves. It does not work. As individ
ual Christians and individual congrega
tions the responsibility lies on us. The 
great commission is not only a per
sonal obligation to the individual, it 
is a personal obligation to the local 
church. Successful businesses do not run 
on a principle of letting someone else do 
the job. Committed Christian congrega
tions do not either. 

Good management of missions is goal
oriented. This is called management by 
objective. It means converting a haphazard 
ineffective approach into an approach 
with an effective direction and purpose. 
As such, our progress towards these goals 
becomes measurable. Suppose the need for 
missionaries on the field is determined 
to be thirty thousand. Realizing that this 

will not occur immediately we may set a 
goal, say twenty years. We now have a 
clear idea as a brotherhood what is need
ed. More importantly we can determine 
what we must do as a local church. It 
might mean, for example, that we should 
fully support one missionary for each one 
hundred members. We may then look at 
ourselves as a three hundred member con
gregation and realize that we are now 
contributing minor amounts to four dif
ferent works and immediately we become 
aware of what we must do as a local 
church if world evangelism is to really 
be accomplished. Before we had a meas
urable goal we had no way to know that 
we should be doing more. 

Good management of missions distrib
utes its resources wisely. An effective 
group of church leaders will not pull a 
missionary from the field after he has 
just learned the language and culture 
to such an extent that he can really be 
effective. Nor will distribution of mis
sionaries be haphazard as is often the 
case. Rather it will take into account 
primarily the need, considering also the 
receptiveness of the country and the 
ability and desires of the missionary. We 
will not have one missionary in China 
and four hundred in the Algerian desert. 
There will be a purpose behind what we 
do. 

Good management seeks results. One 
business manager used to put at the bot
tom of every memo the phrase "Results 

t " , no excuses. We ought to expect and 
look for results in every mission effort 
we undertake. That means results in rais
ing funds by the local church, results in 
selecting the right missionaries, and re
sults in getting men into the field sup
ported and sponsored by the local church. 
It also means results in the field, in 
language study, in cultural adaptation 
~nd in church growth. Good management 
I~ never content with failure or in quit
tmg before the job is finished. This doesn't 
mean that every unproductive work is a 
failure. We may know ahead of time that 
preparing the soil is our primary goal so 
that later missionaries may be successful. 
But it does mean that we should expect 
to accomplish something. 

Good management. plans ahead. If we 
are to have thirty thousand missionaries 
by 1999 for example we have to begin 
encouraging our young people to choose 
missions. They will not unless they see 
missions as a priority in our local church
es and our own lives. We must expose 
them to missionaries, send them on cam
paigns, help them attend workshops, 
encourage their parents, and begin their 
training in language and evangelism at 
the junior high and high school levels. 
Good management takes every step to 
ensure that the resources will be there 
when they are needed. 

Good management seeks a long range 
goal. Too often our commitment to a 
field has been in terms of two or three 
or four years, or our commitment has 
been to a particular missionary who for 
one reason or another had to leave the 
field early. When this happens the mis-

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Love of Christ Compels Us 
"That's not my gift." "I'll be happy if 

I can just save my children." "I just 
don't feel comfortable talking to others 
about Jesus." If the difficulty of a task 
can be measured by the number of ex
cuses people make not to do it, evangelism 
must be a difficult task indeed. And per
sonal evangelism does require large in
vestments of time, effort, and emotion. 

Demanding tasks require a strong mo
tivation. Over the years, Christians have 
found many motives to be inadequate for 
the demands of evangelism. Guilt, al
though valuable as a warning signal, fails 
miserably as a motivator, because it robs 
the Christian of the joy necessary for 
fruitfulness. Legalism will never motivate 
soul winners, because it tries to get by 
with minimum effort whereas evangelism 
demands maximum effort. Even our own 
good intentions ultimately fail the test. 
Human desires vary greatly with time, 
and evangelism requires a consistency 
that sometimes contradicts what our emo
tions tell us. 

Paul was the most successful. soul 
winner the church has ever known. Listen 
to him describe his motivation: "For 
Christ's love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and there
fore all died. And he died for all, that 
those who live should no longer live for 
themselves, but for him who died for them 
and was raised again." (2 Cor. 5:14-15 
NIV). For the Christian, the love of 
Christ is the highest motivation. Paul 
endured the persecution he faced, not to 

On Being Patient Farmers 
Maybe I'm uninformed. Or perhaps I'm 

just naive. But I used to think "they" 
were the only ones who could read a 
scripture out of context. "We" would 
never do that. "I" would not think of it. 
But study and reflection have shown me 
that all of us are capable of misuse of 
scripture and most are actually guilty 
-myself included. 

One such misused passage is John 4:35, 
" 'Do you not say, "Four months more 
and then harvest"? I tell you, open your 
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe 
for harvest'." The passage is one of the 
many Jesus used which involved parallels 
between various aspects of agriculture 
in Palestine and some spiritual truth. 
Jesus here exhorts his disciples to be more 
perceptive. The field had been prepared, 
the seed sown and time had elapsed so 
that the crop was ready for havesting. 
It was senseless to say that this fat crop 
lacked four months being ready. 

In our day we often hear someone at
tempting to inake an application of this 
passage in this way: "Brethren, the fields 
are ripe for harvest. Our neighborhood is 
ripe unto harvest. New York City is ripe 
unto harvest!" If that be true, then it 
seems fair to ask, "Who did the sowing?" 

In Jesus' day the people had been pre
pared by a growing desire to see the 
coming Messiah. First there were the 
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relieve a burden of guilt or to fulfill a 
religious requirement or to carry out a 
good intention, but because Christ died 
for him. The Christian who understands 
Christ's love will never ask, "Do I have 
to?" but will only ask, "Does Jesus want 
it done?" Any other attitude is some
thing less than New Testament Chris
tianity. 

What Jesus wants has always been to 
seek and save the lost. Any reader who 
doubts that this was his purpose in coming 
to earth is encouraged to read the book 
of John thoroughly. Evangelism was also 
Jesus' will for the ckurck. No elaborate 
manipulation of scripture is needed to 
show that God still wants ·sinners saved 
today. 

Jesus loved us enough to die for us. 
What will our response to his love be? 
Let's go back to 2 Corinthians 5 for Paul's 
response: "So from now on we regard no 
one from a worldly point of view. . . . 
We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal 
through us." Paul considered Christ's love 
so important, so life-changing, that he 
had to tell others about it. This attitude 
was a characteristic of the New Testament 
church. Their response was personal. If 
we want to carry out Jesus' will, our 
response must be the same. 

The Christian is motivated by Christ's 
love. Christ wants disciples. The Chris
tian response is "Here am I; send me!" 
3027 Stadium Dr. No. 6, Columbus, OH 
43202 

JEFF HOOD 

words of the prophets. Then the people 
themselves talked of him and looked for 
his coming for centuries. John had pre
pared the way. The ministry of Jesus had 
added the final touches to their prepara
tion. The soil had been tilled, the seed 
sown and enough time for growth had 
passed. It was only then that Jesus said 
"the fields are ripe." Now we ask again, 
"In our day, who has done the. sowing?" 

It seems that in many cases we are try
ing to reap even before we have sown, 
or at least before the sown seed can pro
duce fruit. It takes time, sweat and the 
working of God before a plant can come 
to its time of ripeness. We can't leave out 
any of these and expect success. But most 
of what we are doing and saying in the 
area of evangelism is aimed at reaping. 
It's as if we are trying to get the crop 
in before the seedling has even broken 
the ground. It is no wonder that so many 
of our evangelistic efforts have left us 
feeling frustrated. 

We live in a world of people who des
perately need help. Some know what they 
need; others do not. But whatever the need, 
Christians can do a lot toward meeting 
it. If. If we are willing to be patient. If 
we will till the ground and plant the seed 
and then have patience to wait. In some 
cases we will have to wait a few days; in 
others it will be a few years. In fact, I 

Do Not Force Sectarianism on 
the Church T. W. PHILLIPS II 

A developing spirit of sectarianism ap
pears to me to have already developed 
among members of the church of our 
Lord, to such an extent that we are mak
ing the cross of Christ of none effect. 

There are two reasons that make me 
so think: First, the large number of 
members that leave the church to become 
members of another group that is cer
tainly recognized as a sectarian body. 
When one states that he can no longer 
be associated with a group so narrow as 
the Church of Christ and then joins some 
other religious body that does have a 
written creed, then that person shows 
that he never had a clear picture of the 
church as simply the body of Christ with 
Christ only as the head. Secondly, where 
the matters of detail on how to do things, 
when the Bible gives no specific way, be
come test of fellowship such is certainly 
sectarian. This spirit has so come about 
in the brotherhood that we call each other 
"anti" or "liberal" etc. 

The Church Makes NO Ordinances 
Often it is said: "The Church of Christ" 

does not do that or t each this. The church 
is to abide by the teachings given the 
church by Christ through the apostles, 
NOT by ordinances made by the church. 

If the church has the right to make 
church ordinances, then we should return 
to historical continuity of organization 
and become Catholic. But, the question 
arises, "Which division of the Catholic 
Church should I, or we, join? Church or
dinances change but ordinances by Christ 
who is the ONLY head of the church do 
not change. 

When the Scriptures do not stipulate 
ordinances concerning how to do certain 
things, we become sectarian when we 
make our own ordinances. 

Some points in mind: 1. Where does the 
Bible authorize how we are to do our 
benevolent work? Yes, I know that con
tributions were taken for those in need 
and given to Paul, but I also know that 
the Samaritan paid an institution to help 
the man who had been robbed and left 
by the side of the road to die. 2. Where 
does the Bible tell us how to do our 

· teaching? If there is a way of teaching 
that does not divide into classes is any 
Scripture violated? If we take -age groups 
in doing our teaching? Where is the chap
ter and verse that condemns? And, on we 
could go in co-operation, individual com-

( Continued on page 12) 

may not even be around to help in the 
reaping. 

May God help us to be more willing to 
sow and not worry about who does the 
reaping! Oh that the effect of our minis
tries was measured not in "how many 
baptisms?" but "how many people have 
we helped?" Let's help people, love peo
ple, and then allow God to give the 
increase. 
Vandelia Church of Christ, 2002 6oth, 
Lubbock, TX 79412 
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It has been a long time since any wide
reaching interchange has taken place be
tween the brethren of the opposing seg
ments in the church of Christ. Each one 
bas been separated for so long that it can 
be fairly called an entrenchment or a 
stagnation. It is time for a renewed 
effort toward unity. 

We cannot rightly continue to pass off 
our differences. God was in Christ recon
ciling the world to himself (2 Cor. 5 :19), 
and now we along with Paul have the 
"ministry of reconciliation" (vs.18). We 
should renew interest in this line of work 
called reconciliation. As we daily reach 
out to the lost, it would seem natural for 
us to also reach out to the estranged. 

Is it actually true that divisions exist 
among us today? Paul was upset to hear 
of quarrels among the brethren at Corinth 
in the first century, a time of immaturity 
and pagan surroundings. To the wordly 
and proud of every age, Paul reminds 
that the message of Christ is the power 
and wisdom of God. God has chosen the 
seemingly great things of the world and 
shown that they are worthless, not worth 
boasting about, being nullified through 
Christ (1 Cor. 1 :23-31). Paul hesitated 
to believe that these Christians could ac
tually be divided when he first heard it. 
And yet, he reluctantly did so. He "partly 
believed it." (1 Cor. 11 :18). 

We should ·not continue to think that 
reconciliation is impossible and just for
get about the division. Christ's farewell 
prayer shows that he thought it was a 
matter of high priority. The prayer: "that 
they all may be one-that the world may 
believe that Thou did'st send me" (John 
17:21). So it is clear that Christ believed 
it could happen, and should happen, so 
that the world would believe. The world 
is led to doubt the reality of Christ when 
division is so apparent. 

There is a provision in the Word for 
separation from the body due to division, 
but only when it has become complete. 
John speaks of a time when many anti
cbrists had arisen, then: "They went out 
from us-for if they bad been of us they 
would have remained with us; but they 
went out, in order that it might be shown 
that they are not of us (1 John 2:19). In 
our times this most nearly fits the de
nominational groups. The world can see 
this if they choose to. The problem is, can 
we see that we have brethren who are 
pulling the body apart? 

Many of us in the mainstream have let 
the projects and good works on our agenda 
shield our minds from the festering sore 
underneath. Some of us are just so car
ried away that we are self-satisfied. This 
bodes for trouble ahead, for such self
concentration is not the spirit of Christ. 
Are many of us not like Sardis, "having 
a name that you are alive, ·and you are 
dead" (Rev. 3 :1). Yes, there are many 
of us who are like the brethren at Sardis. 
We have the reputation for being big, ac
tive, and full of life. 

Each faction bas taken their stand with 
serious motives. Many in the minority 
camps are conscientiously doing what 
they feel to be right. The bottom line is 
nevertheless, division. Partisanship has 

The Time Is Ripe 
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increased. When Paul changed sides and 
became an apostle, his newfound faith 
and altered conscience was not a matter 
of partisanship. It was a response molded 
by truth (2 Cor. 1:12 and 4:2). 

At this late date there are many mem
bers who do not know about the issues 
which have caused division. Many have 
only heard the rumors and been advised 
to avoid those on opposing sides. The 
issues are largely forgotten. There are (or 
were) issues, and they need to be explained· 
It is probable that many members in each 
camp are "just following along." What 
a pity that brethren are now out of har
mony on the flimsy ground of old 
quarrels. The Bryant-Shank ministry has 
shown clearly that many in the departed 
camps are receptive to truth. They have 
been successful in reconciliation, whether 
dealing with those in the departed ele
ment or with the denominations. 

Once our separated parties come ·to
gether to communicate and reexamine the 
issues, there should be valid prospects 
for restored unity. We are of the majority 
and it seems only proper that we take the 
lead. The Lord will assuredly do the rest. 
Even at this time, a ·brotherhood census 
project is being conducted for the entire 
United States. This is a possible door
opener for us in communicating. Mark 
Lynn of the Harding Graduate School in 
Memphis is conducting it on a county 
by county basis. Let us use this or any 
other available means to start reconcilia
tion, now that the fires of discord are 
growing dim. It is time to reason together. 

One of the most remembered aspects of 
the Restoration movement is the interest 
in sloganizing. Slogans were useful in 
placing a focus on the many problems 
of religion. Their use was actually more 
than an incidental offshoot, often be
coming a prime nucleus for evangelistic 
momentum. But while the Restoration 
flourished in positive regalia, perspective 
became somewhat overshadowed at times. 
Ultimately some countering forces were 
awakened. 

Those 1beloved themes, "Speak where 
the Bible Speaks," "No Creed but Christ," 
and others tended to be hyper-activating. 
We marched with the tumult of growth 
and expansion but often neglected the 
spiritual qualities of patience and under
standing. Well, nobody's perfect. It fol
lowed that fellowship was shunted to a 
back seat while discord took to the wheel. 

We bad become more purposeful than 
holy-more pushy than pious. This is not 
an accusation that all had become parti
san and unspiritual. Fortunately, God 
found some in our midst who showed 
forth in propriety regardless of the situa
tion. But, in all, there was a pressing 
turmoil which engendered strife. The seeds 
of legalism were sown. The dissenting and 
sometimes scornful element arose and 
grew as the church grew. 

New works were often introduced as 
congregations found expanding resources 

to do things for the cause of Christ. It 
was a time of expansion and change. 
The changes became too pronounced and 
were too fast for some to accept. Maybe 
they were sometimes made abruptly or 
impulsively. Whatever the case, there 
were disagreements to the point of divi
sion. The outcome was an upheaval which 
came on to undercut the glory and in
fluence of the church. It is possible that 
our present slowing down in growth is 
traceable, to a degree, to the splits of 
forty years or more in the past. 

It is time for reconciliation. We need 
to reestablish communication in every pos
sible way. We need to make fervent ef
forts. We can frame our minds for this 
by such examples as Paul gave (1 Cor. 
9:22, and 10:33), in seeking to promote 
harmony by "becoming all things to all 
men." 

The largest segment of brethren outside 
the mainstream is usually referred to as 
the "Antis" or "non-cooperationalist." 
These brethren do not like to be called by 
either of these names, so let's quit doing 
it! Their stand is that the main element 
in the church has left them, so "How can 
we cooperate with error?" They feel 
that all intra-congregational activities 
such as orphans homes, TV and radio min
istries, and missionary alliances are im
properly conceived. With them, any effort 
by the church that is too big for one 
congregation is just "too big." Where this 
is done, they feel that cooperating sister 
congregations give up their autonomy. 

A fresh look at this objection could be 
productive. Some of the original opposi
tion to large cooperational efforts was 
based on what they might lead to. These 
fears have been proven groundless. Con
gregations have had no difficulty in 
exercising their own prerogatives or their 
control. They have never been tied to a 
centralized authority. Where problems 
have arisen, support has been withdrawn 
and changes were thus mandated. Our 
present opportunity is a great one involv
ing these brethren who are separated 
from us. We do not at this time advocate 
trying to initiate reconciliation with all 
who are against cooperative efforts. 
There are some who hold tenaciously to 
the "one cup," -the "non-located preacher," 
and other ideas. Even though some of the 
pioneers of these ideas have changed their 
stand, there remains a hard core of ad
herents who are unyielding, so we could 
probably wait for a more opportune time. 

A second group of significant numbers 
which may now be reachable are the 
Christian Independents. Most of these 
people share much in common with us. 
Many of them take the Scriptures serious
ly. This task will not be easy, for many 
of our own members have now become 
somewhat hazy on this issue. It is still 
valid and one that is well documented. 
Do these brethren understand why they 
use the instrument, or has it now become 
merely a matter of custom or status quo? 
Do our own people really understand the 
basis upon which we reject instrumental 
music? There is a basis for hope here. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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LIVING BETWEEN THE TiMES 
(Continued from page G) 

that ali this ·has already begun-in the 
divine/human person of Jesus himself! 
When Jesus was born, God "came" to 
man (Matt. 1:28; Lk. 1 :85; John 1:1, 14). 
In Jesus personally, God's kingdom came 
with power · (Matt.' 12 :28), Sata~ w!ls 
driven back and his ill effects of sm, dts~ 
ease and· death prematurely dispersed 
(Matt.12 :29; 1 John 3 :8). And though 
it would not be publicly declared and ex
plained for 50 days, Jesus' resurrection 
inaugurated a new creation and new or
der of physics, even as it signalled the 
beginning of the · end of the old (Col. 
1:15-18; 1 .Cor. 15:20-23). 

What began in Jesus personally, came 
in greater fullness with the events of 
Pentecost. Peter's "sermon" that day ac
tually began, Luke tells us, as a defen~e 
against the charge · that the apostolic 
band was full of ·wine. Their behavior, 
Peter says, was the result of God's pour
ing· out the Holy Spirit, just as he had 
promised through Joel .long before (Acts 
1 :13-16). But the coming of the Spirit 
was an End-time event--one which would 
mark the "last days" (Acts 2:1'7, 18). 
Joel had also prophesied that in the last 
days salvation would become a reality
"whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved" (Acts 2:21). Both the 
Spirit and the salvation were now here, 
Peter explained, because of what God 
had accomplished through his servant 
Jesus of Nazareth, and specifically be
cause he had kept his promises to David 
in raising him from the dead (Acts 2: 
22-36). When the convicted crowd inter
rupted Peter with a cry of panic, he ;e
sponded by promising both . salvation 
("forgiveness of sins") and the Holy 
Spirit-both blessings of the End-time
to whoever believed in Jesus and was 
baptized in his name (Acts 2 :38). Pente
cost was a harvest ·festival, at which 
trusting Jews brought their first-fz:uits 
in anticipation of God's full harvest. On 
this particular Pentecost, 8,000. men a~d 
women were displayed as the first-frUits 
of God's gospel harvest then beginning. 
The final .countdown was underway! 

No one can read .the Book of Acts with
out being impressed with the fact that 
Jesus' resurrection is the theme of almost 
every sermon and discourse reported 
there. But "resurrection" is also an event 
of the End .. Because Jesus was raised, the 
apostles bore witness, we know that the 
End has begun, and that Jesus is the 
crucial figure in its consummation. 
Through him, God offers salvation, and 
through him, God will judge all men 
alike (Acts 3:26; 10:42, 48; 13:38, 40). 
To the Jews, the apostles preached that 
Jesus' resurrection showed him to be the 
fulfillment of all Old Testament proph
ecy and promise (Acts 2. 3. 13). To Gen
tiles, they said Jesus' resurrection showed 
him to be the one all men will face at 
the End (Acts 10, 17). In either case his 
resurrection is the crucial event, signal
ling the beginning of the End. And in 
either case it is one's acceptance or re
jection of Jesus now which determines his 
sentence when the final judgment comes. 
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All that the Old Testament prophesied 
and prefigured, anticipated and hoped 
for, was fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Acts 
3:24; Rom. 15:8; 2 Cor. 1:20). As the sec
ond Adam, true Man under God's cov
enant, Jesus kept the law of God com
pletely in every detail. Thus he earned 
all the covenant blessings-the Holy 
Spirit, Paradise restored, total fellowship 
with God, the divine verdict of acquittal, 
and eternal life. Jesus also took on him
self all the curses of the broken covenant. 
He was put out of the Land, encircled by 
wild animals (figuratively, in Psalm 22), 
under a dark and hardened sky, forsaken 
by God, pierced with a spear and put 
totally to death. He was the great High 
Priest, ministering before God an accept
able sacrifice in the name of all his peo
ple. But he was also that very sacrifice, 
the true Passover, the true Sin-offering 
of the Day of Atonement, laid in a manger 
at his birth, substituting for the actual 
lamb at the Last Supper, and now, when 
the morning sacrifice was being offered, 
he was pierced-to die at the time of the 
evening offering. 

We live, therefore, between the times. 
To use CuUmann's figure, drawn from the 
experience of World War II, "D-Day" has 
already occurred but "V-Day" remains 
for the future. The war has been won and 
the outcome determined, but God's mop
ping-up operation continues for a while. 
Vernard Eller puts it another way in his 
commentary on Revelation (The Most Re
vealing Book of the Bible). New Testa
ment writers all agree that "the end is 
near," he says, not because they are look
ing to the future and see it coming, but 
because they are looking to the past and 
see that in Jesus all that needs to be done 
has been done, so that nothing remains 
to impede the End now. 

This is why New Testament writers 
are so highly-charged when they speak 
of Jesus. We are living between the 
times! How urgent that we keep it in 
mind! And how fruitful our Bible Study, 
and classes, and sermons will be if we will 
read the Bible always in this light. There 
is truly no time to waste. 

4 Sandra Lane, Athens, AL 35611 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13 ~ years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968·7847 

CHRISTIAN CAMPING AT ITS BEST 
In the hill country between Bandera and Medina 

where YOUTH MEETS GOD. 
BIBLE STUDY, SINGING, DEVOTIONALS, FORUMS, 

SWIMMING, CANOEING, GAMES, CAMPFIRES AND MORE 

One week sessions, June 1-August 23. All 
staff members dedicated Christians. 

CaU Or Write 

BANDINA CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 
P. 0. Box 1228 

ALICE, TEXAS 78332 
Phone (512) 664-7672; 664-3657 
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SAN ANTONIO TO HOST 
WORKSHOP 

The Annual World Vision Workshop 
will be conducted in San Antonio, July 
3-5. The site will be the San Antonio 
Convention Center. The theme for 1980 is 
"The Gospel Is For All." Jack Evans, 
president of Southwestern Christian Col
lege will be the kick-off speaker. Sessions 
will be conducted throughout the day on 
Thursday-Saturday, emphasizing practi
cally every phase of evangelism. 

Joe Barnett, Richard Rogers, Cline Pa
den, Andrew Connally, G. P. Holt and 
Marvin Phillips will deliver the lessons 
at night. In addition, James Baird, Albert 
Lemmons, Jim McGuiggan, Bill Moody, 
Jackie Chestnutt, Wes Whit, Abe Miller, 
James Long, Lynn Yokum, Jerry Dyer, 
Mac Lynn and Ray Fulenwider will be 
present. Ladies will thrill to hear Mrs. 
Richard Rogers, Mrs. James Baird, Mrs. 
James Long, Mary Oler and Nila Sher
rill. The youth will hear Bert Thompson, 
Ronnie White and Ken Wilkey. For more 
information, write the Highland Hills 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 23123, San 
Antonio, Texas 78223. 

HISTORY OF HOUSTON AREA 
CHURCHES 

It was suggested to me that I might 
well write the history of the churches of 
Christ in Houston. It soon appeared that 
in the general area between Huntsville 
and Galveston there are many churches 
that really should be included also. About 
sixty congregations have so far contrib
uted material but there must be quite a 
number that I have not been able to 
contact. I am hoping to bring this work 
to a head next month. If your church has 
no part so far we would like for you to 
furnish facts and incidents. These include 
date and place of first meeting with char
ter members, present and former elders, 
present and former part-time and full
time preachers, members who have become 
preachers, campaigns engaged in, debates, 
workshops, dates of first building and 
other meeting places, etc. My phone is 
713 680-9896. Your co-operation will be 
appreciated. - Clyde P. Findlay, 4215 
Apollo, Houston, Tex. 77018. 

ELZA HUFFARD LEAVES 
NORTHEASTERN CHRISTIAN 

From a varied background of farming, 
teaching school, preaching, and directing 
a children's home, Elza Huffard became 
the third president of Northeastern Chris
tian Junior College in the fall of 1962. 
At 67 he is retiring in July 1980. 

A man of exceptional drive and ability, 
Huffard has pursued with unwavering op
timism the development of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College during the past 
18 years. Under his leadership the college 
has progressed from an institute to a 
fully accredited junior college and has 
added a state-approved third-year of up
per division Biblical Studies. One-third of 
the student body are Bible majors. 

Enrollment has grown from 68 to over 
200 and the budget has increased from 
$174,000 to more than $1,000,000. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S RESOURCES 

(Continued from page 6) 

of Dothan. Elisha told him that "they 
that are with us are more than they that 
are with them." The young man was per
mitted to see with his own eyes the 
chariots of God surrounding the Syrians 
and he could see that victory would be 
theirs. 

3rd, there is the word of God. It is a 
mighty resource of power, a two-edged 
sword that is able to reach down into the 
heart and discern its thoughts and in
tents. In 2 Timothy, Paul said the word 
is able to furnish us unto all good works. 
David declared that God's word is per
fect, and that it gives light and under
standing. The inspired word, with its 
saving and upbuilding power, is a re
source available to all and one that will 
never run out. Regularly and faithfully 
used, it is a wonderfully effective means 
of keeping one's faith in force. 

"How many loaves have you?" What 
are your resources? In times of difficulty 
and deep need, what do you have in your 
faith that you can call upon to uphold 
and empower you? Are there spiritual 
resources there that you can use to help 
you live the Christian life and carry the 
gospel to the lost around you? 
1466 Cleckley Blvd., Orangeburg,, S.C. 
29116 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion shoufd have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubUshing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

A CHRISTIAN GROUP MEDICAL 
PRACTICE is growing rapidly in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Dr. Tom Drinnen, Dr. Carl Baker, 
and Dr. Bruce Smith have begun and will 
expand a Multi-Specialty Group Practice 
which will serve as a base for rotating medical 
missionaries to various areas of the world. 
Any physicians and medical support staff 
who are New Testament Christians and 
interested in medical evangelism are urged to 
contact the group for a more complete 
explanation of the group's plans and needs. 

Dr. Tom Drinnen 
Medical Director 

Perimeter Medical Group 
4484 N. Shallowford Road 

Atlanta, Georgia 30338 

or phone 

(404) 393-9710 
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MISSIONS MANAGEMENT (1) 

(Continued from page 7) . 
sionary is often not there long enough 
to produce work that is of lasting value 
and a strong and mature mission church 
never develops on the field. It seems much 
wiser to approach our mission work from 
the perspective of making a long term 
commitment to an area and not consider 
our job there done until t he area is evan
gelized to our satisfaction. It may mean 
sending another missionary when one 
leaves or supporting one missionary for 
ten to twenty years. But our miss ions 
dollars will produce greater resul ts and 
that is good stewardship. 

Fewer young churches will fold and soil 
t hat has been prepared will not go un
sown. 

Good management simply gets the 
job done. If there is one thing we need in 
missions it is that. Congregations will 
respond with even greater missions of
ferings when they have confidence in the 
local missions program. More young peo
ple desire to enter the field when they 
see the respect which we give our mis
sionaries. Missionaries work more effec
tively when they are able to have con
fidence in their supporting congregation. 
The job gets done. 

Missions Management will improve 
your church's missions program. We truly 
are going. We really will get there. 
732 Winding Bend Rd., Manchester, Mo. 
63101 

DO NOT FORCE SECTARIANISM 
(Continued from page 8) 

munion sets, taking up the collection or 
going forward to p lace our offering on 
the table. 

Do We Show Practical Judgment ? 
If something that disturbs in a busi

ness occurs we do not 1un off and open 
another store just because of a problem; 
we solve the problem. If a member of t he 
f amily does something wrong, we throw 
our arms of love around that member 
and maintain the family relation. Why 
do we not observe the same principles 
in church matters? I believe there are 
common grounds upon which we can meet 
to solve every problem we have in the 
brotherhood if we really want to and 
try! 

Are you honest in your convictions ? I 
accept your sincerity. Will you not ac
cept my sincerity and honesty ? If we 
do not, then we become truly so SEC
TARIAN t hat the unity of the church 
can never be r ealized. 

Do not force upon me the spirit of 
sectarianism, and Brother Preacher, in
matters of detail of "how to do certain 
things?" do not come to the pulpi t and 
by a sectarian spirit destroy our con
gregational autonomy! 
P. 0. Box 67, Rosemead, CA 91770 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products !or the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

P lease write or ca ll tor tree cata log. 

The WILSON Co. 
P . 0 . Bx 8300 Ed Wilson 
\Vnco, Texas '76710 (81'7) '7'72-1104 
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(Continued trom page 9) 

Some of our number can effectively pre
sent the truth if we will encourage it. 

The third and last group that may be 
ready for reconciliation is the element we 
generally brand as "liberals." These are 
brethren, to be sure, but quite elusive in 
many respects. Many are among us, while 
many others have departed. The departed 
ones are virtually homeless, sometimes by 
deliberate choice. They seem to lack sta
bility. This weakness was probably 
spawned by their families or by congre
gations where the Word was not empha
sized enough. They need to be shown the 
absolute and ult imate authority of the 
Word. They need to come to a deep love 
for it. Those who show them the way 
must be patient and understanding. They 
need love. They are often cases in point 
of our Jack of love and spiri tual nurture. 
In many cases we simply drove them 
away. 

These wanderers can be brought back, 
much as the physically sick are often 
brought back to health. If we work with 
them-one by one-giving them the nur
ture of the gospel in the spirit of Christ, 
they can be restored. We have seen cases 
where loving attention helped the clini
cally sick to make spectacular recovery. 
This is a key to t heir spiritual health and 
what we have neglected to do so often. 

J esus told his disciples who were per
forming miracles not to be upset if some 
outside their circle were also doing great 
works in his name. He said in response 
to John's objections to the suppose<) im
posters, "He who is not against you is 
for you". All of Christ's followers n eed 
to keep this teaching in mind. If people 
have been buried with Christ, they can 
be assured that they are of the true fel
lowship. If they have truly put on Christ 

they can put away a partisan spirit. 
There is hope and the time is ripe. 
815 S. lOth St., Ozark, Mo. 65721 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 2'/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

DALRAIDA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mclnteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

Please notify t he church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is n eeded write to 
the church, Box 3085, 

Montgomery, AL 36109. 

.... ~.._,.....-._,.. .......... .._._,...._.., ___ ._........,..._~,_..._...__..--.._.._....._, _ _.._._,_.,_,_JI 

~ PLANNING TO BUILD? ~ 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18th year of successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction OJf <your new building. I 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . I 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 O<>lumbine Place P. 0. Box 40289 \ 
~ (615) 388-2313 Nashville, Tennessoo 37204 ~ 
, ,...._...._...._..~.._...._...._...._...._..~.._...._...._...._...._.._,...._...._...._..._...._...._..._...._...._...._..._...._...._.: 
·>·~-0-~-D-D_I_I~I--..-.n-.o~-ft-~C~-o~-.-.o--- ·~ 

i CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

A·t prices you can afford. 
Oomrfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

j 
I 
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Elders and preachers! 

''12 deadly errors 
that can wreck your 
building program 

budget 
and how to avoid them!" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company whose services are avail
able exclusively to churches of Christ. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged for churches of Christ through church 
bond programs and conventional loans. 

• Over 1 ,250 congregations of churches of Christ 
have benefitted from the services of Affiliated 
Managers. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
fmancing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Mfiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette 
with the answers! 
How much building-debt can your congregation afford 
without ruining your regular church programs? Affil
iated Managers, Inc., which has been serving churches 
of Christ exclusively for over 20 years, gives you the 
answer to this and other church financing problems in 
this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 
fAffi liated Managers,ln~---------·-----l 
I I"' FF-80-4 

I 5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new 
I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should avoid. 

I Name/ individual 

I Address/Church 

I 
I Function in 

I 
I Telephone L ____ _ 



WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND 
CAMPAIGN 

The Eastwood Church in El Paso will 
take the lead in conducting a "Campaign 
for Christ" in the city of Wellington, New 
Zealand July 7-28, 1980. Richard Hale, 
Eastwood Evangelist, will organize and 
direct the campaign. 

The church in Wellington began i n 1963, 
lar gely through the efforts of J?e Gray 
and Ivan Stewart. The membership pres
ently numbers about 50. Rod Kyle, a na
tive New Zealander, recently compl~ted 
his studies at the School of Practical 
Evangelism and has returned to Welling
ton to work full time. 

Hale says they urgently need train~d 
workers to commit themselves to th1s 
effort. If you can give three weeks this 
next July to sharing J esus with the lost 
of Wellington please contact RICHARD 
HALE, 10104 Album, E l Paso, Texas 
79925 or cal (915) 593-2772. 

YORK COLLEGE TO HOST 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 

Ron Willingham and Reuel Lemmons 
will direct a Leadership Workshop on the 
York College campus April 12. 

Willingham, of Amarillo, Texas, is a 
specialist in church leadership motivati~n, 
and Lemmons is editor of the Austm, 
Texas-based Firm Foundation. 

According to James Hinkle, assistant 
professor of Bible at York and coordina
tor of the Workshop, the 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
program will have a specia l agenda for 
elders, deacons, ministers and church 
leaders. 

For more information or reservations, 
contact James Hinkle, York College, 
York, NE. 68467, or phone (402) 362-
4441. 

LADIES LECTURESHIP SCHEDULED 
I N CARLSBAD 

A Ladies Lectureship will be held at 
the Sunset Church, 1308 W. Blodgett, 
Carlsbad, New Mexico, on Satur day, April 
12, 1980. The theme will be "Power from 
Above." The emphasis is to challenge 
ladies to live more powerful Christian 
lives. Classes have been especially de
signed for Junior High and High School 
girls and women of all ages. Registration 
begins at 9:00 a .m. and classes will end 
at 2:45 p.m. For more information write 
to Sunset Church of Christ, 1308 W. 
Blodgett, Carlsbad, NM 88220. 

Tape Library 

Available for use 
by mail 

at very low annual cost 
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For information write: 

TAPE LIBRARIAN 
University Church of Christ 

733 E. N. 16th 
Abilene, Texas 79601 

PROGRAM FOR ELDERS-PREACHERS 
ANNOUNCED BY HARDING 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

All elders are given a special invitation, 
along with preachers, to attend this year's 
Preachers' Forum at the Harding Grad
uate School of Religion in Memphis, Ten
nessee. This year's theme is especially ap
propriate for elders as well as preachers : 
The Function and Authority of Elders 
and Preachers. 

The Forum will be an all day session 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 5 :15 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 1980 at the 
0. 0 . Emmons Auditorium, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tennessee. A number of 
outstanding speakers are scheduled in
cluding Jack Lewis, Dowell Flatt, James 
0. Baird, Harold Hazelip, Marvin Phillips, 
Reuel Lemmons, and Guy N. Woods. 

CAMPAIGN WORKERS WANTED 

Mature Christians are being solicited to 
help in a two week campaign in Albert 
Lea, Minnesota. Those interested should 
write to Harold A. Dillmann, Box 508, 
Albert Lea, Minn. 56007. 

SABINAL 
BIBLE CAMP 

SABINAL, TEXAS 

June 14-20, 1980 

Minimum age 13 
Complete cost $35.00 

For more information, write 
EDGAR FURR 

Box 456, Sabinal, Texas 78881 
Phone 915-653-1090 

After May 12th 512-988-2654 

I'm Tanya, 
Join Me 

Two years ago I was working in an in
ten sive care unit in a university rela!ed 
hospita l. Ther e I was part of a team, takmg 
orders from physicians, t reating critically 
ill patients. but rarely seeing the sun and 
hinder ed in sharing the Good News to t hose 
under my care. 

Here In the mountains of western Guate
mala I lead the outreach to villages which 
have absolutely no health care. I not only 
assu re the delivery of health care services, 
but also take care to see that our patients 
are provided with evangelistic Bible studies. 

Would you like to join m e? Would you 
like to breathe fresh air and work in the 
f lower covered mountains while at the 
same time del ivering heal th care and bring
ing the Good News of the Kingdom? 

Write me: Tonya Howard, Apartado Postal 
# 19, . Quezaltenango, Guatemala, Central 
Ameraca. 

W. S. Boyett, Box 188, Lometa, Texas, 
January 2, 1980 : The Lord has blessed 
our efforts wonderfully during the year 
1979. The work has continued to increase 
with each passing month. We have had 15 
baptisms and 11 to place membership. The 
members of this congregation of 100 
members, located in a town of some 700 
population; have really worked during the 
past year. The above figures show a 26 '/o 
growth in number, and I believe that we 
have equaled this in other phases also. 
We thank God for this and look forward 
to greater things in 1980. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your coly, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. . 

2. Spread the Word by plac ing tract racks all 
over town Make racks fo r 15¢:. Inst ructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Cathohc friends. 15 articles teach 
pla only. kindly. Free. 

Clop ad. check items desored. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape Sl., Abilene, Texas 79E01. 

Fred M. Selby 

aa»aae 
CHURCH 

FINANCING 
~- 0. Box 7174, Amarillo, Texas ?9109 

Before you decide about church 
financing, check us out. You will 
see savings, flexibility and a 
sincere effort toward excellence. 

CALL 
(806) 3~9-4046 . 

or write for free fmance mformat10n: 

CHURCH ______________ __ 

Address-----------
Ciry ----- -- Srare ___ _ 
Name Zip ___ _ 

Need $ 
0 immediate 0 within a year 

FIRM FOUNDATION- APR IL I, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
A.dverttslug In thlll seeUon fl.OO per line. Designed espeelally to accommodate 

eongregaUons adverUslng meeting places, preachers seeking work or eonFJL'Csa
Uons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. . 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF CHEUST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 . 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City. Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA.., 20 N. IrviD~ St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. CRt. 60). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's -Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual F'east. · 
CHATHAM. N. J.. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LAsKA.·..;:.:::-=-_:::..."":'AN=c==H=o=RA.'-:-:G=E=---=c=H==o=a=-=c=H=---::o=:F= 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska .99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 941S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

m;w-WORSHIP ON-:-ISLA.ND OF KA.1JA.I, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue. HI. 967&.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone movhig to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM:::O:-=N:::::S::-::F:;R:-:O::-;M:-:-:S:::U::N=s=E=T:--on--::9:-::0-m-:-in-u-:te-ca-ss-e~tte 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas '19411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship· S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGI01JS BOOKS B01JGHT. For detwils 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
S1JN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA-Vallel" Ohureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., OCSl W. 29th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monteney, Me::deoa Ave. Fandlcloues 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Preacher seeking a full time job in the Lord's 
Church-somewhere we really are needed. Wlll con
sider any place that we are needed •. I have two 
years in preacher's training school in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. I also have over two years experience 
in both small and large churches. I am 52 and my 
wife is 48-both are mature in the faith. Ben . 
Northam, 6004 Lilac Lane, Amarillo, Texas '19106. 
EVANGELISTIC MINISTER NEEDED to work 
with a growing congregation in rural area. At 
this growth stage the average attendance Is 60. A 
srood team spirit prevails through the congregntion. 
Call 614-788-8684 or send resume to Southern Noble 
Church of Christ, Box 47 Dexter City, Ohio 45727. 
AT'l"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. W~>d. '7:00 
P.M; Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mae Bartee, Evangelist 
Preacher needed for church at 1001 Ei Camino Real, 
Box 721, Socorro-, N. M., 87801. Small congregation 
in prime mission field with unlimited potential. 
Community growing and consists of large percentage 
Hispanic. Needs ability to relate to different cul
tures. Must be very sound In faith with excellent 
leadership ability, Needs talent to inspire unity in 
congregational relations. Send resume and references 
to Phillip Hicks or call 505-885-8472. All inquiries 
treated confidentially. 
EVANSVILLE. IND., 2305 B. Morgan Ave.. 
o.s. 460 East Opposite K-Jiart. Office. 4'1'1• 
CS2'11. Bobb7 Wade, Min. 4'16-40G6. 

.Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 8620, Forks, 
Wash. 98381. 206-874-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. '7:00 
P.M. 
The Hlco Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 80 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (~17) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 8, Hi co, Texas 
76457. 
SUMM:=:::E::;R=-"""c=-AMP..-::-:;;=--:F:::O-=R:--::R:-::E=:N,-::T=---.,..in~Co='""'to-r-a-=-do--::Ro=--c~ky 
Mountains, 80 miles from Pueblo. Excellent for 
youth camp, bus program camp-family retreat or 
seminar. Capacity 80 campers plus staff. You SUP
ply education director, · teachers, counselors, cook's 
helpers and program. We provide facilities, food, 
camp director, cook and Colorado sunshine. Rate: 
$200/day or $1200/week minimum for 80 campers
or $40/week per camper. Contact Dr. Darryl 
Province, Church of Christ. 61J. Broadway, Pueblo, 
Colorado, 81004. .Phone 808-542-4222. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-899-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ. 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45865. Phone: (528) 492-1772 or 
492-5988. 
Wanted preacher with partial income. Ideal climate 
in mother lode country of California. Write Frank 
Winesette, Box 999, San Andreas,. Ca. 95249 or call 
(209) 754-4874. 

BIBLE CALL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: 2 ma
chines, about 200 tapes, (in excellent condition) for 
about ll,a original cost. If interested write: C of C, 
P.O. Box 254, Philadelphia, MS. 89850, or call: 
(601) 656-1741 or (601) 656-4688. 
WANTED-to complete two volumes of FIRM 
FOUNDATION for binding. Number 47, Vol. 88, 
(Nov. 23, 1971) and Number 47, Vol. 90, (Nov. 
20. 1978). Richard C. Hardy, 8805 Granny White 
Pike, Nashville, Tenn. 37204. 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 60 to 70, 
S yrs. old, eld~ and deacons. Like to have pulpit 
filled full time In 1980. Town of 4,000 surrounded 
by cities of 800,000. Can furnish approx. $225.00 
per wk. Plan to be self supporting by 1982. Will 
need good references. Only evangelistic minded 
preacher need call. Call ( 809) '792-207 4 or ( 309) 
799-7208. Write Church of Christ 8819 Knoxville 
Rd., Milan, Illinois 61264. 
Job Wanted: 29 year man with family· seeking. 
employment or information concerning employment. 
Will relocate. Sound in faith, a good addition to 
any local congregation. Call Keith Price 616-834-'7975. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKs-BOUGHT:-Pleaae give name 
of book. author, price, and condition. Allan Yarema, 
1562 Grace Street, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan S6H
SE2 Canada. 
Returnina- mls-s-:-io_n_a_ry_a_v-ai=la-::b:-:le--=fo_r_l;-o-ca-:1:-w-or-=k-:-A~ft:--er 
14 years on foreign fields I am desirous of locating 
with a ROod church in Northwest Arkansas or ad
joining arens. N. E. Sewell, Box 469, Yellville, Ar. 
'72687. Tel: 501-449-6072. 
Wanted full time preacher. Church without elders 
seeking man with experience and willing to work 
with con!lrevatlon of 50 in town of 87000. Church 
of Christ, 2103 West College, Grand Island, Nebr. 
68801 or contact Donald L. Skeen, 808-384-8892. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-884-7282 or Keith Price 
616-884-7975. or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ. P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan .49827 •. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. · 
Preacher wanted for established con~tion, at
tendance 60 to 65. New building-debt free.· Ex
perience preferred, will give consideration to matur
ity and enthusiasm. Westside Church of Christ. Box 
684, Imperial, Nebraska 69083 (808) 882-4218. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
847-1122 or 847-1805. . 
WIUihblgton, D.O. area-ZO minutes . from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VlrgiDla 
22301, phone (708) 836-3083 or 9'll-U47, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 

FOR-SALB~-------------------

New and uspd church buses 
School Bus Exchange Phone 218-1911 

Dallas. Texas 
RETIRE In beautiful, healthy Sed~o-na-,-an-d~se-rv_e__,th,....e 
Lord in a growing church. Information pacJc avall
o.ble: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3088, Sedona, 
Ariz; 86840. 

INVESTIGATml .. The ll'lrm Foundatloza 
tries to . •ereeu advertlalng, aDd will uot 
kDowlngly take questionable advertising. 
But lt Is the readel"a responsibility to In• 
vestlgate. Like any other paper. we some
Umea unwittingly IL'1IIl aD unworthy ad. 
All the old saying soes, before you lnveat. 
lnveatli:'ll'te I 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY HOSTS 
37th ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP 

"For Such a Time as. This" is the t}J.eme 
for Pepperdine University's 37th annual 
Bible Lectureship to be held April 13-16 
on the Seaver College campus in Malibu. 

Under the direction of Religion DiVi
sion Chairman Carl Mitchell, the lecture
ship will feature well-lmown leaders 
from throughout the United States in a 
series of lectures and classes. 

Eight major lectures will be delivered 
during the conference. The opening ad
dress entitled "A Time for the Old Paths" 
will be presented by R. N. Hogan, whose 
ministry has spanned six decades. 

An estimated 5,000 people are expected 
to attend the opening lecture. 

Bill Rowden, 1'131 Beattie Rd. Albany, 
Ga. 31707: We are doing a good work in 
the Terrell County Correctional Institute, 
and have had good response. The facility 
has completed a new chapel there, and we 
could surely use some pews to seat ap
proximately 50. If you can. help; please 
contact ine. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYE~$ TRUST 

GRou·P 
HEALTH .PLAN 

For employees of· chu·rches ·of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

lWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed· Issue Life, 
. Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

W rile or call for in/o'rmation 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817/429·1403 
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TH E MID-AMERICA EVANGELISM SEMINAR has recently concluded in 
Indianapolis. Indiana. Over 800 from many stales completely filled the 20 
story H ilton Hotel on Monument Square in Indianapolis. It was tho only 

hotel in t he area which could accommodate the crowd. For three days !hoy 
considered bettor ways of roaching the lost. Sponsored by tho Heritage 
Chapel church in Charlston, Illinois this annual seminar is growing into the 

largest single gathering of saints in t he North Central sector of our nation. 

Austin, Texas, April 8, 1980 
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Temple or Synagogue 

The attitude Christians have toward the church build
ing keeps cropping up. General condemnation of the 
kind of church buildings we build and what we can and 
can't do in them, and with them, prompts us to attempt 
to shed some light on the subject which we hope will be 
helpful. 

When Israel became a nation, and received the Law 
at Sinai, about the first t hing they were commanded 
to do was to build a tabernacle. It was a glorious pro
duction whose beauty and wor th we cannot chronicle 
here. But the taber nacle, and later the temple which 
replaced it, was never a "church house." For Israel it 
was not an assembly place. The tabernacle was not a 
type of the church building; it was a type of the church 
itself. 

The Jews, after they returned from Babylon, did have 
a public church building. They called it a synagogue. 
Just when and where the synagogue first appeared is 
clothed in obscurity. Before the captivity it was un
known. After the captivity it was abundantly evident. 

Why did the synagogue develop? Possibly because the 
Hebrews were separated from the temple. God met Is
rael in the Most Holy Place, as Israel was represented 
by the High Priest. Now Israel, through its high priest, 
could no longer make contact in the manner to which 
it was accustomed. To f ill the vacuum, the J ews prayed 
with their windows open toward J erusalem, or met in 
small groups, which, as they became larger, developed 
into synagogues. Ten people were necessary to open a 
synagogue. These gatherings were used for many pur
poses in addition to worship. They were r eally public 
buildings in which worship sometimes took place. 

In New Testament times the synagogue was an ac
cepted part of every community. Not only was it the 
Jew's church house, it was also his school house and his 
law office. Civil judgments were issued there and 
punishment by flogging was administered there. It was 
indeed like a lot of our present church buildings! 

The synagogue and the temple were two completely 
separate institutions with completely different pur
poses. Neither functioned as the other, and in no way 
did they duplicate functions or overlap in the purpose 
they served. In New Testament times there was but 
one temple. There were hundreds of synagogues. Sacri
fices were offered in the temple-never in the syn
agogue. The temple was where the feasts of the nation 
were observed which celebrated the goodness of 
Jehovah. The synagogue was where the people gathered 
to sing, pray, take a collection, r ead the Scriptures and 
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to hear a teacher preach in much the same style and 
format as our worship services today. 

Jesus cleansed the temple-not the synagogue. It was 
the temple that was called the House of Prayer-not 
the synagogue. It was the temple that represented the 
whole and complete nat ion of Israel-not the synagogue. 
It was the temple where acceptable sacrifice was offered 
-not the synagogue. It was the temple that is typical 
of the church- not the synagogue. 

The synagogue had its elders before there was a 
church. Some day we will discover that that's where 
"elderships" originated. People gathered for worship 
on a weekly basis. And, incidently, the synagogue, as 
well as what went on in it, underwent an evolu
tion during its histor y. First century Christians contin
ued to frequent the synagogue. First century mission
aries went to the synagogue in strange cities. They 
knew the difference between the synagogue and the 
temple. The temple was for sacrifices and the feasts 
that went with them. The synagogue was a community 
house for worship, for education, politics, law, and 
other things. 

If we keep in mind that the temple is the church and 
the synagogue is the church house it might help us to 
decide whether we can eat a sandwich in the church 
building, or even build a "fellowship hall" into it. 

The sacrifices we offer in the church (temple) not 
the synagogue (church building). Our spiritual feasts 
are in the church; not the building. The meeting house 
of the saints may be a school house, the shade of an 
oak, or a private home. It is just that: a meeting place. 
It is the temple that is holy; not the synagogue. 

The synagogue was a place for worship away from 
the temple, and completely disconnected with anything 
pertaining to the temple. The synagogue cannot, and 
must not, replace the temple. It simply provides a con
venient assembly place for the spiritual temple of God. 

When Christians feel the need for fellowship and 
communal worship it is but natural that t hey seek each 
other's company and begin to meet at specified places 
and at set times. Eventually t hey may decide to build a 
shed, a hall, or a church building. They may even put a 
bathroom in it. There is nothing holy about a synagogue. 
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'Believing Beyond Our Moods 

Throughout Moses ' life and trials there 
were t imes when he could have made a 
different decision about trusting God, but 
"He persevered because he saw him who 
is invisible." That's one of the most beau
tiful statements a bout fa ith in God's 
word. 

When life is very difficult many decide 
they no longer believe. A lot of people 
will say, "Well, I've lost my faith ," or 
"Ther e's some missing ing redient," or 
"I've lost my vitality of faith. 

F or reasons that we sometimes are 
unable to put our finger on, we feel we 
no longer are able to believe. Even though 
the trials of life-the disappointments, 
the bitter events, those th ings which didn't 
occur that we hoped would, those things 
which did occur that we did not anticipate 
-can be heavy upon us and even though 
it is difficult to keep one's eyes focused 
on God when they're filled with tears, we 
can look in the life of Jesus and the lives 
of those who followed the pilgrimage of 
faith, and find a decision on their part 
to believe God even when all the external 
circumstances surrounding them were 
evidence to t he contrary. There was a 
decision to believe God. 

One may decide, for example, that other 
people are not doing what they ought t o 
do, and therefore he can no longer live 
the life of faith because so many of those 
who are "faithful" are not doing so. All 
these things press in upon him and he 
decides that it would r eally be more con
venient if Christianity were not true. He 
lays aside active participation in vibrant 
faith in God, either because of his own sin 
or external circumstances where people 
mistreat him or disappointment of various 
kinds. His wishes, his desires and his 
moods figh t against the r eality of his 
faith. God's word hasn't changed. His 
promises haven't changed. God's story of 
J.esus dying on the cross for the r edemp
tiOn of men remains true. Nothing has 
changed but his own view of his circum
stances. 

I suspect most of us decide to believe 
while considering basically the same kinds 
of hindrances, the same kinds of dilem
mas. Some have harder burdens than 
others. But many of us decide there a re 
problems to our faith in God. 

One of our clearest problems is taking 
injustice without revenge. When we see 
people crushed or hurt unjustly, it is hard 
to remembet· that one day God's ven
geance wlil take care of all human in
justice. As nettling as it may seem tak
ing justice is God's way for his children 
because he will have the last say. Peter 
says in 1 Peter 2:23 : 

"When they hurled their insul ts at Him 
He did not retaliate. When He suffered 
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He made no threats instead He entrusted 
Himself in Him who judges justly." 

Ea rlier in the same chapter P eter said, 
"Christ suffered for you leaving you 

an example that you should follow in 
His steps." 
We are told to walk as J esus walked. 

He entrus ted himself to God knowing his 
Father would revenge all human injustice, 
including the crucifixion of the Son of 
God. 

We can have this same conf idence by 
reaffirming every day the decision to be
lieve in God and to walk in his path. I n 
faithful obedience we can say, "Although 
it may not appear valid or may appear 
naive, I shall obey God because I have 
decided that he is trustworthy. I believe 
him." 

Do we really believe God? Un-faith, no 
fa ith, weak faith or a need to reevaluate 
everything says to God, "I don't believe 
you anymore." If you decide that your 
faith is an emotional commitment and is 
not equally a commitment of your will to 
believe God then you're going to h ave 
trouble cons istently feeling close to h im. 
You may feel loved and then unloved, 
back and forth. Those feelings r atify our 
moodiness. 

This unsteadiness has been seen in 
many church members : 

The deacon who, because his wife died 
at an early age, no longer believes that 
God loves him. "If God loves me wouldn't 
he have kept my wife alive?" he t hinks. 

Another example is of the man who 
remarries after his wife's death. H e meets 
the preacher in the foyer to introduce his 
~ew wife, but because of people pressing 
m upon the min is ter the new wife is not 
given the attention that t he man thinks 
_she should. He is hurt and so he drops 
out of active work in the congregation. 
He now lives a weak, s ick fa ith . He 
embraces that hurt, lives within it feeds 
it and becomes a cynical "back row': mem
ber of the congregation. He loses his 
interest and his spark and sometimes 
wonders what happened. H e has taken an 
emot ional response to an actual life situa
tion. 

We all wear our feelings on our shoul
ders. We ar e hurt and disappointed when 
decisions have been made outside our 
con~rol or when we've made the wrong 
choices. We no longer believe in ourselves. 
We no longer believe that we are loved 
and loving human beings. Life has bruised 
us and so some of us decide we don't 
bel ieve in God. 

I've heard people say, "Yes, I know 
he's tbere, but something is missing." 
That something is the decision to believe 
in view of all circumstances that attack 
that belief. 

Many things can cultivate that belief: 

the fellowship of God 's people; the power
ful word of the living God which we 
should ingest daily; and open, honest 
prayer before our Father. All of these 
ingredients support, boost and help blos
som our faith. 

People come to the cross because they 
are broken, they want and need the love 
and forgiveness that God offers through 
the Gospel. But as they grow in the 
church things happen that disappoint 
them. What actually has occurred is they 
have taken their eyes off of Jesus and 
are unable to persever e. We persevere 
because we are able to know the one who 
knows us. 

Th clear est example of th is is Job. We 
shouldn't say, "Wasn't it terrible that 
these things happened to Job," but instead 
join in Job's song that even at the rock 
bottom of real ity of trouble in life, 
"though He slay me, yet will I trust 
Him." Job could never deny that God is 
the only true and living God. He didn't 
want to deny the God who created him 
a nd sustained him and in whom he had 
placed all of his hopes. 

We must decide to reaffirm in every way 
conceivable that we will believe our God. 

"I know H im in whom I have believed. 
I'm per suaded H e's able to keep that 
which I have committed unto H im 
against that day." 
When you feel the minister doesn't 

treat you right, or your spouse isn't what 
you th ink he/she ought to be, or school 
doesn't work out the way you want it 
to, or whatever it is, bring these feelings 
to the God you believe, the God you be
lieve in. It is from him that you have 
life. 

The whys of life are going to stay with 
us. I pray that you decide that God, the 
who of life, is going to stay with you. 

God is not aloof. He was beside his Son 
as he died for your s ins. He's also not 
aloof from your hurt and disappoint
ment. He will not leave you. 

God has called you through t he Gospel 
to become a Christian, to be baptized for 
the r emission of your sins because you 
are lost and incomplete without him. 
You're not in r elationship with him un
less you'r e in Chr ist. But when you are 
in Christ you need to affirm day by day, 
"I will believe in my God, I will t rust 
him. I wi ll place all of my hopes in him. 
Disappointments are going to come. I 'm 
not going to rise above them but believe 
thr ough them." As Christians we can 
confidently lay our disappoint ment and 
bitterness at his feet. 

You still believe what you believed. You 
still know t he truth. Allow God's Jove to 
work deep down in the crevass of your 
hurt and bring you back to him. 
P. 0 . Box 2439, Abilene, Texas 79604 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Good News About God 
O.H.TABOR 

The distinguis1ung and differentiating characteristics of the 
message of Christ is that it is a GOSPEL, the word meaning 
"good news." Jesus came to earth and showed that he was the 
way to the Father which is good news about God that had not 
been given before his coming. When Jesus said to his disciples, 
"you know the way to the place where I am going" (John 14 :4). 
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my 
Father as well. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him." Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us." Jesus answered, "Don't you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father, how can you say, 'Show 
us the Father'? (John 14:5-9). The good news, which Jesus here 
gives, is about God. It amounts to a new concept of God which 
had never been given. 

Jesus came to show us the Father ana it all started in Beth
lehem when an angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds and 
said, "Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:9-11). 
The title of Mark's book is the gospel or good news about Jesus. 
(Mark 1:1). Jesus quoted from one of the Psalms and showed 
that it applied to his own mission of good news to the poor 
(Luke 4:18). His message was good news of the coming king
dom of God. (Luke 4:23). When he called his first apostles he 
summoned them to repent and believe the good news. Mark 
1:15). When his disciples were qualified he sent them out to 
preach the good news. (Luke 9:6). If Jesus came to bring good 
news about God, it must be that he came to tell men things 
about God that they did not know. 

It is surprising to us to see the belief that men had about 
God before Jesus came to show man the Father. Even the 
Jewish conception was far different from what one would 
think. While they looked upon God as, "The Holy One Of Israel," 
they evidently thought of God as separate and somewhat de
tached or removed from mankind. In Hebrew the word for 
"holy" is GADOSH, meaning different, set apart, or separate. 
When this idea was carried to its extremes it issued in the 
false conception of the unapproachability of God and set up 
in the thinking of men a vast, unbridgeable gulf getween God 
and man. This was carried to the point when men thought it 
dangerous and fatal to approach God. We see this in the think
ing of Jacob when the man wrestled him all night and when the 
Lord gave him the name of Israel. It is said, "And Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, 
and my life is preserved" ·(Gen. 32:30). He seemed astonished 
that he was still alive after this experience. Throughout the Old 
Testament we see those who were amazed that they had talked 
to God and remained alive. This reminds us of one who was 
under a tremendous strain, mentally and emotionally, who was 
told by his advisor to find fellowship with his God and he said, 
"I might as well" try to cool my throat with the Milky Way or 
shake hands with the stars as trying to have fellowship with 
God." Here the dangerous concept of the unapproachability of 
God is seen. We ask, does God want such a concept to remain 
in the minds of men? 

Many of the people in those days also had the idea of the 
unpredictability of God. God, to them, was an absolute monarch 
and man was not supposed to see any purpose in the acts of 
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God. His holiness, in their way of thinking, removed him from 
sinners and created a great gulf between God and man. 

It is thrilling to see the "Good News" about God that Jesus 
Christ brought to mankind as it went out to meet human 
needs and situations of earth. The fact that Jesus came is 
proof that God is a self-revealing One. "Jesus came to show 
us the Father." Jesus came to tell men about the inviting God. 
He speaks of God as desiring to be approached by man. We 
are thrilled to find the word, "Come" used so many times to 
invite men into fellowship with God. You who are heavy Iadened, 
tired, weary astray, "Come unto Me." Come into communion, 
come into the prayer room with me, Come to the waters of life 
and drink. He even points out that there is joy in heaven when 
one sinner repents. 

The invitation of Jesus goes out not only to those who, as it 
were, deserving, the morally good, the devout, the righteous, 
but to sinners. To people who were undeserving like the tax 
collectors. Jesus is seen talking to such people and eating with 
them and speaking peace to them as they turned around in life. 
The story of the Prodigal and of Mary Magdalene show the 
difference in Jesus and the orthodox religionists of his day. 
They avoided such people as a plague and looked upon them 
as only dirty souls who deserved no love of heaven. Jesus 
came with a message of love to sinners showing God was ap
proachable and that he cared and even that he wants man in 
his embrace of grace and mercy. 

The good news tells of a forgiving God. They would not have 
doubted it if the sinner would come in creaking fear, remorse, 
and pleading, but Jesus came telling the good news that God is 
seeking, looking, waiting, longing and really wanting sinners to 
come to him, what a difference in Jesus and the self-righteous 
of his day! Montiffore, the Jewish liberal, comes again and 
again to the thought of God being a seeking God and says, 
"It is new." It is the good news about God we all must admit. 
In the parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son 
we see God as a loving seeking God who wants all men to be 
saved and some day share in his own glory. 

Also Jesus tells us the good news that God is the God of 
individuals. God is not indifferent to the needs of one person, 
even me as John writes. It is not mankind that God loves but 
it is men and women. The shepherd cannot be content as long 
as one sheep is astray and missing from the fold. This is why 
Paul Tourner was so fascinated when he spoke of the "Per
sonalism of the Bible." God will never say, "I could have done 
without you." 

The good news about God is still more beautiful when we con
sider that when men refer to God as the supreme first cause, the 
creative energy, the life force which are impersonal terms, 
that Jesus taught of the God who is a Person. With the good 
news that Jesus brought, we can look at God as our Father, 
the progenitor of the race who loves his creation so much that 
he wants them with him in life and in glory. 

The good news about God demands a choice, a whole hearted 
response from every person on earth. Sonship and obedience go 
together. The way to express our love for God is to become 
his son. He has the right to expect man's obedience and re
sponse to the will of the inviting God of heaven by accepting 
the invitation of the Son. He is saying, cleave to me, do what 
I say, if you love me and I will never leave you nor forsake 
you for I care for you and I will build you a living place 
where I am and will be with you through eternity. This is 
surely good news that Jesus brought us about God. 
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• the Rock A Cleft Ln 

It was a high point in Moses' long 
career. He was so strong with God and 
the people that he made bold and asked 
to see God's glory! While God did not 
agree, neither did he dismiss the thought 
as impudent. He arranged for Moses to 
be sheltered in a cleft of a rock, covered 
him with his hand while God passed by 
and allowed Moses to see his back. And 
it was done, (Exodus 33:17-23). 

What an obscure, unimportant event 
to be preserved in the vital Bible! Why? 
It had nothing to do with the Covenant, 
the Nation or preparing for the coming 
Messiah, but God included it in his Book! 
Why? 

I wish I had not thought of the question 
because it has no answer. Hymn writers 
have been thrilled by it and we sing of it 
regularly. "Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee ••. " "There 
stands a rock on shores of time, that rears 
to heav'n its head sublime; That rock is 
cleft and they are blessed who find with
in that cleft a rest." "He hideth my soul 
in the cleft of the rock that shadows a 
dry, thirsty land; He hideth my life in 
the depth of his love, and covers me there 
with His hand." 

These poets unite in stressing the 
sheltering aspect of the cleft, and by ex
tension the cleansing (sheltering from 
the punishment) of sins. I agree with that 
use and do not wish to diminish from it. 
Like Moses, my life has been improved 
by taking shelter in the rock cleft for me. 
But there are three other things I see 
here also. 

It encourages boldness in prayer. 
Though he might have, God did not call 
Moses' prayer outlandish or irreverent, 
impudent or fatal: instead he made ex
tensive arrangements to partially grant it. 
The lack of power in our spiritual life 
may be partially due to lack of courage 
in our prayer life. We may be living un
necessarily beneath our privileges because 
we lack the imagination and courage to 
ask for something better. One of the most 
exciting promises of Scripture is Ephe
sians 3:20,21: "Now to him who by the 
power at work within us is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, to him be glory in the church and 
in. Christ Jesus to all generations, for 
ever and ever. Amen." God's power and 
willingness far exceed our abilities to 
imagine or ask! And, not just for the 
advancement of- the gospel and the good 
of others. Moses' experience in the cleft 
apparently was a personal, individual 
high, an experience produced by God for 
his personal experience and growth. James 
4:2 exhorts to greater boldness by stating 
we have not because we ask not. Mark 
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11 :24 quotes Jesus promising to grant 
any request we make "believing." There 
are bound to be limits to this but they are 
likely much milder than we have imagined! 

The cleft prevented Moses from seeing 
things he should not see. Seeing the face 
of God is fatal to men: Moses did not know 
that but God did and looked after him. 
Safely lodged in the cleft, his vision was 
restricted so he could not see sights dan
gerous to him. Vision is vital, for good 
and evil. We need help in properly focus
ing our eyes, for 1/3 of the evil allure
ments of the world are said to be lusts 
of the eyes. How different our history 
might have been had Eve not studied the 
forbidden fruit closely enough to discover 
it was "good to look at"! Pornography, 
abundant in our age, is an evil inducement 
through the eyes, but it is not the only 
one. 

The will to be rich. The lust for the 
symbols of "status" or "success" as the 
world views them, are also powerful dis
tractions. We need frequent pauses in 
the cleft of the church and its assemblies 
to keep our vision properly focused. 
There to be exhorted and encouraged by 
those of like precious faith to avoid the 
allure of evil and keep our eyes focused 
on Jesus the Author and Finisher of our 
faith who also helps us to distinguish 
between the real and the veneers of 
life! 

"0 how the world to evil allures me! 
0 how my heart is tempted to sin! 
I must tell Jesus, and He will help me 
Over the world the victory to win!" 

E. A. Hoffman 

The cleft enabled Moses to see things 
he would not otherwise have seen. He got a 
view of God impossible from any other 
place! He had "seen" God on Mt. Sinai 
and at the door of the Tabernacle. He 
had "seen" God in the plagues of Egypt 
and the wilderness. He had "held God's 
hand" and walked through the sea on dry 
ground. But he saw God from the cleft 
in the rock as he could see him from no 
other place. 

The view is always different from the 
inside. So Philip fights Nathaniel's prej
udice against Nazareth by inviting him to 
come and see for himself. 

Jesus did not reply to John's question 
of his identity with a word of thunder, 
but by performing some mighty deeds and 
asking the messengers to report what 
they had seen and heard. By restricting 
the vision of distractions, the cleft focuses 
the vision on the proper, the worthwhile, 
the true, the pure, the enduring. Moses' 
view of God from the cleft likely was an 
encouragement and strength in trials for 
years to come. The vision of duty, or 

power and possibility from the cleft should 
do the same for us! 

Now think about that cleft. I seriously 
doubt it was equipped with a recliner and 
angel-brewed iced tea. Rather than an 
abundant supply of creature comforts, I 
suspect it was reached only by severe ex
ertion on Moses' part, and was an uncom
fortable place in which to wait and watch. 

So I am encouraged to believe I am on 
the right track when my personal cleft 
is labeled "suffering." From this cleft one 
gets an unparalleled view of the differ
ences between the real and the sham; the 
permanent and the temporary. Among the 
things done for me when my wife died 
was the friend who gave me a newspaper 
clipping. A physics teacher asked a class, 
"When can you see farther; on a bright, 
sunny day or a clear moonless night?" 
Most thought in the daytime but were 
wrong. The most distant object we can 
see in the daytime is the sun, but at night 
one can see stars many times farther 
away. Remember that the next time your 
personal world turns black. 

Our personal cleft is often labeled "ser
vice." Looking for a chance to be served, 
we are presented with visions of duty. 
Looking to be loved, we are brought face 
to face with an unlovely creature who 
desperately needs to be loved by us. Look
ing for someone to laugh with we meet 
someone who needs only a sympathizing 
tear. In anger and frustration we shout, 
"Why me!" and the cleft echoes, "Even 
as the Son of Man came not to be minister
ed to but to minister and to give his life a 
ransom for many." And we praise God 
for the cleft of service that has again 
kept us from foolish and hurtful lusts 
and focused our eyes on the real. 

Today's cleft is sometimes labeled "de
nial." Not of the things that are evil 
and destructive that we are glad to be rid 
of, but of things we know to be for our 
good and the growth of the Kingdom! 

Why will my neighbor not study the 
Bible or attend church with me? Why do 
my children not value the spiritual as I 
wish? Why can our congregation not keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace? On and on goes our list of personal 
perplexities; feeling frustration over the 
denial of things known to be good and 
within the will of God. From the poverty 
of our spirit, badgered and tormented in 
our cleft by denials and frustrations we 
do not understand, the unsearchable wis
dom and majesty of God are magnificently 
visible! Lean not to your own understand
ing, but in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall lift you up!" 

0 Blessed Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
How glad I am to be hiding in thee! 

P. 0. Box 143, Atwater, CA 95301 
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The Certainty and. Importance of 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
CHESTER ESTES 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that the death of 
Christ was more than the death of a martyr for some noble 
cause. The resurrection of Christ was one of the cardinal facts 
which characterized the preaching of the apostles. The gospel 
was never preached· by any one without mentioning the fact 
that he arose from the dead, even if the preaching consisted 
of no more than one line or one verse of our present Scriptures. 

Paul points out the fact that the gospel that saves, and which 
he had preached to the Corinthians was the death, burial,· and 
resurrection of Christ. 

When some one was selected to take the place of Judas, the 
apostles selected some one who had been "a witness with us of 
his resurrection." 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the theme of the preach
ing on Pentecost, when Peter said, "This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses." 

A few days later it was said, "With great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus." 

The theme of the sermon Paul preached on Mars Hill, when . 
he spoke to the Epicurian and Stoic philosophers, was Jesus 
and the resurrection. 

Again: to the Corinthians, he said, "Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you ...• For 
I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; and 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day, 
according to the Scriptures." He pointed out that if Christ did 
not rise from the dead, "Our preaching is vain" and we "are 
still in our sins." 

In all the records of the resurrection we learn that Jesus was 
not at first recognized by his disciples when he appeared to 
them after he arose. We are not told why this was so, but 
if the stories about him were fictitious, they would not, no doubt, 
have been "made up" in such a manner. So, the self-evident 
reason that he was at first unknown to the disciples, as they 
related the facts, is that they were recording all the facts 
exactly as they happened. 

Another fact is that in the recorded appearances of Jesus 
after his resurrection there is not a single recorded appearance 
to an enemy or opponent. Do you not think that if the gospel 
record of the resurrection of Jesus were fabricated that Jesus 
would have been represented as having stood before Caiaphas, 
Annas, Pilate, and Herod to demonstrate to them that he had 
been raised from the dead? Every appearance, it seems, was 
to one who was already a believer. Why was it so ? Because the 
narrative was not concerned with producing a story for effect, 
but simply to record the events as they actually happened. 

Another striking fact about the resurrection of Jesus is that 
his appearances, after he arose, were only occasional. He 
would appear and disappear, not to be seen again for some 
days. Now, if the disciples had been making up the story of his 
resurrection in order to produce effect, would they not have 
told of Jesus being with them constantly, eating and drinking 
with them every day? Why was the story told just as Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John tell it? The answer is that because the 
writers were interested in teiiing it the way it actually hap
pened. 
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Why did John record the words spoken by Jesus to Mary as 
recorded in John 20:17? Jesus is recorded as saying, 
"Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father." We 
d,o not know why Jesus said this, even after we have read all 
the opinions in the commentaries written over a period of cen
turies. Certainly a ·writer making up a story would not have 
just put in a detail like that which no one has satisfactorily 
explained as yet. If the story had been made up, don't you 
think that there would have been a made up explanation of why 
the statement was made by Jesus? The reason we can read the 
statement of Jesus is because that is exactly as it happened. 
That is what Jesus said; that is what Mary heard Jesus say; 
that is what Mary told; that is what John recorded. We have an 
accurate record of words spoken by Jesus after his resurrection. 

The apostles, and many of the other disciples, laid down their 
lives for believing and preaching that Jesus was raised from 
the dead. Men do not lay down their lives for a doctrine which 
they do not believe. These men preached that they had seen 
Jesus, and handled him, after his resurrection. Men may die 
for error in which they firmly believe, but not for error in 
which they do not believe. The early disciples believed in the 
resurrection of Jesus, boldly preached it and died for believing 
and preaching it. 

If Jesus had not been raised from the dead, why did not the 
enemies of the disciples prove that there had been no resurrec
tion of our Lord? The apostles preached to the Jews that they 
had crucified Jesus and that God had raised him. The only 
feeble evidence the Jews ever attempted was to say that the 
guards went to sleep and his disciples stole his body while 
they slept. Those who testify of what happened while they 
were asleep are not credible witnesses. Now, if the disciples 
stole the body of Jesus, they certainly knew it, and would not 
be Willing to die for what they knew to be a great fraud. 

The only historical fact with power to change the day of 
worship from the Seventh day to the First day of the week 
was the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. In fact, the only 
reasonable explanation of the change was the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

The change in the disciples themselves, their moral trans
formation, is one of the most powerful arguments in favor 
of the resurrection of Jesus. When Jesus was crucified the 
whole apostolic company was filled with despair. The same 
Peter who denied Christ, and later was ready to go fishing, 
a few days later was found preaching that Jesus had been 
raised. He stood before the Jews who crucified the Lord, fiiied 
with courage nothing could shake, saying, ''Be it known unto 
you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand before 
you whole." 

Later, when they were forbidden to teach in the name of 
Jesus, we hear Peter and John answering, "Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken to you more than unto God, 
judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard." The fact of the resurrection of Jesus that 
brought about the change that characterized the life of Peter 
was the same fact that brought about the change in the lives 
of all the disciples. 

We can now rejoice in hope because Jesus was raised from 
the dead. The New Testament teaches that we are not only 
saved by belief, but that we are said to be saved by hope. If 
our belief is vain, our hope is vain or we have no hope. Is it 
any wonder, then, that Paul said that without hope (that we 
will be raised) because Jesus was raised, we would be, of all 
men, most pitiable! 

502 West Michigan Avenue, Muscle Shoals, Ala. 35660 
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Missions Management, the concept of 
Biblical missions carried out according to 
principles of good stewardship by sound 
management differs from most approach
es to missions in that it is designed not 
for missionaries but for the local church. 
But because the local church, though we 
may have failed to recognize it, is what 
is in the end finally responsible for the 
success or failure 'of world evangelism 
it is a significant change. 

The most basic principle of Missions 
Management is also the most radical de
parture from our accepted way of doing 
things. It is a challenging and demanding 
principle whose acceptance by a majority 
of our churches would increase our mis
sions programs ten-fold. That principle is 
initiative. 

There are two ways of handling local 
church missions programs. We shall call 
these initiative and response. The most 
prevalent method had always been re
sponse. Response is letting someone else 
train to go, letting someone else pick a 
field, letting someone else take the ini
tiative to plan a program, letting some
one else be responsible for the success 
of the program, letting someone else raise 
the bulk of the support and then we re
spond to the program by deciding whether 
or not to contribute to it. The immediate 
problem is obvious-the responsibility 
for making disciples around the world 
does not belong to someone else, it is 
ours. But there are other serious prob
lems with the principle of response. 

Response degrades missions. The only 
way we show anyone that something is 
important is to get involved in it and make 
it our responsibility. Howard Norton said 
"We honor Jesus when we make his work 
our own." We do not convince anyone
our missionaries, our children, our God, 
or probably not even ourselves-that mis
sions is serious business to us when we 
fail to get totally involved. 

Response never allows us to give to 
our capacity. Large missions offerings are 
made by churches who love their mission
aries and have confidence in their missions 
program. People will give adequately to 
support a minimal program but they will 
give sacrificially to a well-concerted effort 
to spread the love of Christ around the 
globe. 

Response does not allow a comprehen
sive plan for world evangelism. We do 
not know how many missionaries we need, 
or where, or when. As a result we may 
not be ready to take advantage of a newly 
opening country. We have often been ac
cused of being there with too little too 
late. It is not because we did not care. 
It is because we did not plan. We have 
no way to know if our local church is 
doing its fair share and the chances are 
that it is not. We have no way to measure 
our effectiveness or evaluate our programs 
without a plan. 

Response makes us poor stewards. A 
large amount of time and money is con
sumed by missionaries in fundraising. 
This might be all right if it were the most 
effective method. It is not. Wastefulness 
of this type is poor stewardship. With 
such few missionaries as we have we 
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cannot afford to keep them off the field 
any longer than absolutely necessary for 
furloughs or personal reasons. Besides 
this, if our responsibility by our own ad
mission is to send, then we ought to be 
asking ourselves why we are not raising 
the money ourselves to keep our mission
ary on the field. 

Response makes a close relationship 
between the missionary and congrega
tion difficult to develop and maintain. 
When the church does not develop a pro
gram the missionary must develop his 
own apart from the church. Then the 
church finds it easy to criticize the mis
sionary rather than change its strategy 
when a program is unsuccessful and if he 
is successful the church may criticize him 
for being too independent 1(although we 
ought to ask ourselves here if we have 
really provided him anything to be in
dependent from). A mutual trust and 
respect that is the foundation of a success
ful working relationship over a period of 
many years must develop. This is much 
more difficult when the venture into 
missions is not truly a joint one between 
the missionary and his sponsoring church. 

Such are the problems of the local 
church mission program that is charac
terized by response. Simply put, response 
carries with it a great number of ob
stacles to handling our job in the kind 
of satisfactory way we would want tO 
handle a sacred charge by our Lord him
self. How then does initiative differ? 

Initiative is the determination by a local 
church that it has the prime responsibility 
for carrying our Christ's great commis
sion. The local church therefore accepts 
full responsibility for initiating, planning, 
organizing, promoting, and overseeing 
missions. 

When the local church takes the initia· 
tive missions become important. Missions 
is a most serious business and by our 
commitment to it we have shown everyone 
that we are serious about it. There can 
be no discipleship in any area without 
commitment. That is even much more true 
of this basic area of mission evangelism. 
Elders, preachers, deacons, the entire 
congregation begins to think differently 
about missions when we take the initiative 
and make our own missions programs 
truly our own. 

The congregation can become excited 
about missions when it senses the leader
ship is serious. The large mission offer
ings we have seen of late are no accidents. 
They are the results of effective leader
ship in local church missions. They are 
the results of people willing to sacrifice 
because they are convinced that the money 

is going to be used in a way that is right 
and effective. They are directly sacri
~icing for Christ and our people are cry
mg out for a chance to sacrifice in such 
a way. They only want us to give them 
the opportunity. 

Initiative allows us to plan effectively. 
When we accept the responsibility for 
world evangelism it is of course obvious 
that our local church cannot do the whole 
job. The only question that has any rele
vance for us is "Are we doing our own 
share?" Adopting Mission Management 
gives us an effective way to answer 
this question by measuring the total need 
proportionately to our size. Let us sup
pose that we have three million members 
and we have determined that it will take 
thirty thousand missionaries to really do 
an effective job in carrying the gospel 
to all parts of the world. That would 
mean that our local church ought to sup
port fully one missionary for each one 
hundred members. This would then give 
us a way to evaluate ourselves locally. 

(Continued on page 11) 

What Is Christianity? 
DAVID BOSWELL 

In the Lord's church some of us have 
a hard time defining the word Christian
ity. Some say to be a Christian, you must 
know every scripture that pertains to the 
church. Others say that Christianity is 
attending each and every service. Still 
others maintain that Christianity is knock
ing a certain amount of doors and visit
ing a certain amount of people. It's almost 
a system of works. There is nothing wrong 
with doing all those things, however these 
represent only a very small fraction of 
true Christianity. 

In short, Christianity is a life-style. 
Jesus came and taught us all how to live. 
He left for us the blueprint for living in 
this world. Unless the power of Christ has 
drastically changed your life you had 
better take a long look at yourself. In 
Galatians five, Paul contrasted the works 
of flesh against the works of the Spirit. 
Are you bearing the fruit of the Spirit? 
Has your life taken on new meaning since 
you obeyed the gospel ? Pure Christianity 
is not knowing everything from Genesis 
to Revelation. Pure Christianity is not 
splitting churches wide open because you 
feel you're the only "loyal" Christian 
left. Pure Christianity is love, then more 
love. Christ said love is what separates 
Christians from the world. Christ also said 
that love is the evidence that one is 
following Christ. 

When will we ever learn that love is 
what makes the church grow. Not com
promising with error, but "speaking the 
truth in love." Christianity is a life-style 
separate and better than the life-style the 
world can offer us. Christianity is good 
while you're living, but even better for 
death. "For me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain." But remember, it is only 
the person who can say, "For me to live is 
Christ," that can say, "to die is gain." 
3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 
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Alive and Working • 1n a Dead Church 
It has become a common practice in the 

Lord's church fdr Christians, if they find 
something in a local church that displeases 
them, to pull stakes and "place member
ship" in a church in a neighboring com
munity. In large cities Christians fre
quently drive past three or four meeting 
places of the church to a congregation that 
pleases them. 

I remember meeting a preacher brother 
on the street in a neighboring town a 
good many years ago. He remarked that 
a certain brother had got mad at the 
elders where he preached and had "moved 
his membership" to the church where I 
preached. With a straight face he added, 
"Your loss is our gain." And he was 
right! It wasn't long until the man was 
peeved, with the preacheJ;" this time, and 
moved his "membership" back again. 

Well, you ask, what are we to do when 
the church is dead and nobody except us 
will do anything? In the first place, such 
a condition is most unusual; it is possible 
that we might have misjudged our breth
ren and more of them are working than we 
think. In the second place, there is a 
New Testament answer to this question, 
and the answer does not lie in "moving 
our membership" or running away from 
our responsibilities. 

ORLAN SAWEY 

"Thou Art Dead" 
In Revelation 3:1-6 the Lord through 

John wrote to the church at Sardis. He 
said, "I know thy works, that thou has a 
name that thou livest, and thou are dead. 
Be thou watchful, and establish the things 
that remain, which were ready to die: for 
I have found no works of thine perfected 
before my God." 

I have never known a church that was 
as bad off as the church in Sardis was. 
It was a dead church. None of the works 
of the church were being completed. Jesus 
demanded repentance, saying that they 
should be watchful, because he would 
come again when they least expected it. 

But there were worthy Christians in 
that dead church. In verse 4 Jesus said, 
"But thou hast a few names in Sardis 
that did not defile their garments: and 
they shall walk with me in white; for they 
are worthy." 

The modern worthy Christian, if living 
then, might have been tempted to ''move 
his membership" up to Thyatira or down 
to Philadelphia, but he would have found 
that those churches were not perfect, 
either. 

"He That Overcometh" 
But Jesus didn't say that they should 

move! In verse 5 he said, "He that over-

cometh shall be arrayed in white gar
ments; and I will in no wise blot his 
name out of the book of life, and I will 
confess his name before my Father, and 
before the angels." In other words, one 
could be saved then in a church that for 
all practical purposes was dead. There is 
no reason to believe that the same is not 
true today. The final judgment will be 
based on what we do as individuals; we 
will be neither condemned or rewarded 
for what others do, except in that we have 
influenced their actions. 

It is wonderful when brethren in a local 
church work together in harmony, doing 
the Lord's work in complete unity. But 
when things do not go as we think they 
should, it is not the Lord's way for us to 
up and "move our membership." If we are 
unhappy with one church, it is quite likely 
that we will be unhappy elsewhere. We 
can, in love and kindness, help to im
prove things by staying put. A godly atti
tude can work wonders. And when we 
have done all that we can do to over
come (verse 5), when we have acted as 
Christians should act, the Lord has prom
ised us that we will receive a most 
sublime blessing. 

P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713 

Miracles and Providence 

The day of miracles is over, but the day 
of God's providential activity is still here. 
This statement, which may startle some, 
calls for precise definitions of the terms, 
"miracle" and "providence," so that we 
can clearly keep them apart. 

Both miracles and providence call for 
the exercise of supernatural power, and 
for this reason many people today want to 
call something a miracle, when in fact it 
is only providence at work, if in fact it 
does involve supernatural power. If for 
instance, in answer to prayer a doctor 
saves someone given up for dead, or if 
someone gets well in spite of a doctor, 
some people may think that a miracle oc
curred, when it more properly should be 
counted as providence, assuming that God 
did take a personal hand in the matter. 
The word miracle is thus used rather 
loosely, and is often mistaken for prov
idence. 

When a miracle occured in Biblical 
days, it was "knowable empirically" 
(through one or more of the five senses). 
Thus, when Lazarus was raised from the 
dead, everyone there knew it- they saw 
him, handled him, and talked with him. 
Both saints and sinners knew that super
natural power had been in operation. He 
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could not have come back to life under 
natural conditions only. 

On the other hand, when a supernatural 
"providential action" occurs, the fact is 
not knowable empirically. Supernatural 
activity has occurred, but as far as human 
knowledge is concerned, it was all done 
"behind the scenes." There is no demon
strable evidence to allow one to know that 
God worked supernaturally in this par
ticular case. We can only believe that 
God answered our prayer, or aided the 
surgeon, etc. We cannot know it for sure. 
This is the difference, then,· between mir
acles and providence. 

God has always been and still is provi
dentially active, whenever he sees fit. But 
miracles, which were for the purpose of 
"confirming the word" (Mark 16:20; Heb. 
2 :4) and caused people to know that the 
man who worked the miracle was God's 
true spokesman, had fully served their 
purpose when the Biblical revelation was 
final and complete. At that time, about 
100 A.D., miracles ceased, but providence 
did not. That miracles ceased is indicated 
in 1 Cor. 13:8-10; and church history 
recognizes that they were not practiced 
in the early second century, 

All the "charismatic gifts" mentioned 
in 1 Cor. 12:4-11 passed away when the 

revelation was complete, because their 
purpose had been fulfilled and they were 
no longer needed. 

What is the meaning or the main point 
of all this? It is that we should discourage 
people from believing in present day 
miracles, but we should encourage them 
to believe in present day providential ac
tivity. This is what we expect when we 
pray. We hope God will see fit to do 
something-to act in our behalf, though 
we do not expect to see or know that the 
supernatural is functioning. We under
stand that what he does will be "behind 
the scenes," so that if our prayer is an
swered we can believe, but we will not 
know, that he acted especially for us. 

On the other hand, there is no basis 
for believing in present day "tongue 
speaking" or "divine healing" that can 
be seen or known empiricaUy. We do not 
question the sincerity of those who think 
this has occurred for them, but there is 
no way for them to know that God is 
doing it. They might very well be in 
ecstasy or in some other naturally induced 
phenomenon, of which psychologists and 
psychiatrists are well aware of such pos
sibility. 
Abilene Christian College. 
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Field Training for Missionaries 

Successful innovation in misSionary 
preparation is always cause for comment. 
The training pattern of our recent past 
has been to gather missionaries into 
schools for classroom education in Mis
sions. The Summer Seminar in Missions 
at Abilene Christian College is an example 
of the significant success which can be 
achieved in this way. Yet any U. S. based 
program designed to train workers for 
foreign missions operates with an inherent 
disadvantage. This kind of training for 
cross-cultural mission activity normally 
occurs with a mono-cultural context. This 
makes anything beyond a passing ref
erence to actual field situations difficult 
at best. Obviously, where training is 
aimed at large groups of workers who 
are headed for different countries, this 
disadvantage cannot be avoided easily. 
Unfortunately, the product is generally 
a theory-oriented preparation. 

In 1979, the Center for Medical Mission 
Training was· organized in Guatemala, 
Central America as a means to practical, 
field-oriented missionary preparation 
with particular emphasis on training for 
medical evangelism. While this field train
ing still ·occurs within a specific cultural 
context, it is not the culture of a trainee. 
In this way, it offers many opportunities 
for the cross-cultural interactions which 
must remain an important part of any 
missionary training program. 

The four families and eleven individuals 
working with this Center as evangelists 
and medical missionaries are committed 
to practical on-the-field training for cross
cultural evangelism. This team, sponsored 
and supported by Churches of Christ in 
Texas, Alabama, Arkansas, . Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Kentucky and California re
cently participated in an intensive eleven 
day training/orientation Seminar. For 
this initial team preparation experience,. 
the Center invited Ken Ross III, Phil El
kins and Bob Douglas (all with the Mis
sion Training and Resource Center in 
Pasadena, California) to provide a basic 
introduction to Missions. MTRC developed 
a 380-page training syllabus divided into 
three categories featuring Evangelism and 
Church Growth, Culture and Meaning, 
and biblical material related to the Spir
itual Formation of effective missionaries. 

The Seminar sessions were conducted 
in Las Cruces, El Peten in the heavily 
forested northern area of Guatemala. 
Many of the participants had studied in 
the ACU Summer Seminar of Missions 
and the Las Cruces experience added 
depth to this by relating previous train
ing to actual events in this frontier area. 
The Las Cruces Seminar participants 
walked the daily two-mile roundtrip from 
campsite to the local cafes, to the na
tional school building and back to camp 
in the evening. Life in Las Cruces pro
vided ample illustration of the problems 

ROGER McCOWN 

involved in communicating the Gospel 
across cultural lines. The need for basic 
skills in language and anthropology we 
no longer argued since they were obvious 
at every turn in the road. 

This is not to say that our present aca
demic programs of missionary prepara
tion are not needed, nor that they are 
ineffective. These remain an extremely 
vital link in the chain which insures that 
the Lord's church will continue to make 
significant world-wide progress into the 

21st century. But the age of practical, on
the-field training experience is upon us. 
Those of us working in Guatemala dedi
cate ourselves to a participation in this 
important work. With on-the-field train
ing of our own team last November, we 
enter this work and this, in itself, is rea
son for giving thanks to God! 
(For additional information, please write 
me, 6701 Arroyo Seca, Austin, Texas 
78757 or Dr. Charles Bates, 1847 Lake
shore Drive S., Birmingham, Ala. 35216. 

Communicating the Gospel 
NEIL MASSIE 

One of my favorite books bears the title 
"The Gospel Blimp." (No doubt that 
speaks of the depth of my intellect. But 
then I like Woody Allen's old movies.) 
The Gospel Blimp is about an effort to 
spread the gospel. Among other uses for 
the blimp was the distribution of tracts 
by dumping them on neighborhoods from 
the floating blimp. Now we are free of 
responsibility for that neighborhood. On 
to those who have never had a chance. 
You get the idea of the plot. 

I thought of that book again this week 
when I heard a conversation with a preach
er who "has preached more than any 
other preacher my age." (By the way, he 
was not a "young" preacher.) He cer.
tainly has a record I cannot match. He 
has taught a class every Sunday and 
Wednesday since he began in local work. 
He has never missed a Sunday in the pul
pit, and he preaches every day on . the 
radio as well as edits a paper. That IS a 
lot of talking! I personally have not been 
blessed with such a strong voice. 

But this very active preacher said some
thing else that caught my attention. "I 
never have baptized very many people." 

I would in no way underrate the effort 
this man has extended. And as for the 
earlier illustration, I also happen to like 
tracts. I even wrote a couple that no 
one bought. (Maybe I can find a blimp 
and ... ) 

My question is not on effort but effec
tiveness. I wonder how pleased we should 
be with our efforts if no one responds? 
Before some brother decides to use this 
article to fight the Arab oil problem, 
listen a little longer. I didn't say God de
manded some magic number of baptisms. 
But he did demand a communication of the 
gospel. And communication requires two 
parts: sending and receiving. Do people 
understand what my message states? Am 
I stating the right message? If I am 

faithful in proclaiming the right message 
in a manner that can be comprehended 
by those who need the message will there 
be a response? Will that response lead to 
conversion in "many" cases? In one word: 
"yep." 

I somehow think there may be someone 
who will not readily agree. On the other 
hand a preacher I know has seen new 
records in baptisms at every church he has 
preached for: both large and small, in 
the Bible belt and in mission fields. But 
he hasn't preached near as much as the 
above mentioned man. This latter fellow 
believes one key is in communication of 
the gospel. From his experience he says 
results will follow communication. 

That seems to be exactly what the Great 
Commission expects. 

If I may be so brash as to offer a sug
gestion: If you aren't baptizing people, 
change what you are doing. Experiment 
with some other approach. What have 
you got to lose? Don't settle for the atti
tude that if I am preaching the gospel 
people will not respond. Nothing has 
changed. Gospel still means "good news." 
What good news have you shared on 
radio, etc.? The truth is, if we communi
cate the gospel people WILL respond. It 
may be that we simply need a more effec
tive use of all of our effort. 

I will grant that there are conditions 
we do not control and that the response 
in a particular neighborhood may not be 
in the hundreds. But a fair measure may 
be to try to reach more this year than 
we did last year. And keep going. 

All I ask as a response to this article 
is a concern to baptize as well as preach 
and an effort to change something about 
your methods if you are preaching often 
and seeing no conversions. 

One final request. I get first option on 
the blimp. 

Box M, Keller, Tex. 76248 
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Jack Exum, P. 0 . Box 482, Royston, 
Geor gia, January 27, 1980 : Bypass op
eration successful. I purpose to resume 
f ull time service in the "Th ree Unusua l 
Days" work by Apr il 1, 1980. Each day 
I seem to be stronger. We are hoping to 

go to Belize (Central America) in March 
to preach / teach and encourage the Lord's 
people there. 

T he cards, f lowers, calls, and especially 
the prayers have encouraged and blessed 
us all. 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 

from the N ortheaSit to prea:ch in the Northea-st! 
"V.A. A pp1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York - For f m,tber 
information---eontact : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

PERSONAL EVANGELIST 

The Trinity Oaks church of Christ, 7200 South 
Hampton, Dallas, Texas 75232 wants YOU - if: 

(1) You are willing to wor k with elders and 
deacons who are not interested in 
"keeping house. 11 

(2) You are ready to be a part of a spirit
ual team that includes an energetic 
pulpit minister, a capable youth di rec
tor, an effective educational committee 
and approximately 700 warm and sincere 
members who love the Lord. 

(3) You are an experienced and dedicated 
PERSONAL EVANGELIST whose main thrust 
is "outreach" ... declaring the truth 
with faith and courage. 

This is not a 9 to 5 office job but a spiritual 
opportunity to help create an increasing "growth 
climate" through soul winning . 
Your prospects are legion: vis itors, our bus 
ministry, delinquent members and a continuing 
influx of home and apartment dwellers in this 
Sunbelt City. 

If you can say "I am" to the above, please send 
detailed resume and photo of yourself and f ami
ly, if married, to the elders , c/o A.C. Wamble. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P . Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions P rogram 

Correspondence T raining by E xtension 
No Tuition-Approved f or Ve terans 

B enefits 
cont act 

The Dircctor-3723 34th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 23- 27 
Inspirational lecture series combined with 
tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia ar e a. Great Christian 
fellowship and re asonable costs on the 
campus of Northeastern Christian Junior 
College. 

Theme: "Seeking First 
God's Kingdom" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
J. M. Powell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
M. Norvel Young Archie Luper 
Larry Roberts Elza Huffard 
Eddie Couch Greg Anderson 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Becker 

Write for Information! 
r·---------·------------------------• 

Please send a broc hure with full details : 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. : 

I 
I 

Name ~ 

Address ----------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265-1585 
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MISSIONS MANAGEMENT (2) 
(Continued from page 7) 

This paves the way for a change in our 
missions output that can never be achieved 
so long as we are content to talk about 
our failures in brotherhood terms. We 
then know that we may feel confident 
that we could explain to God without 
shame that we in the local ·church are 
doing our best. 

When we take the initiative our mis
sionaries stay in the field a greater per
centage of the time. This . is because we 
have accepted the responsibility of fund
raising as ours. And no one will seriously 
argue that that is not where it should 
have been all along. The missionary does 
not have to worry because we have com
mitted to provide what is needed and we 
will see to it that that is what happens. 
We look more closely at the effectiveness 

SABINAL 
BffiLECAMP 

SABINAL, TEXAS 

June 14-20, 1980 

Minimum age 13 
Complete cost $35.00 

For more information, write 
EDGAR FURR 

Box 456, Sabinal, Texas 78881 
Phone 915-653-1090 

After May 12th 512-988-2654 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER-
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box· 22307, 
Memphis, To., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Wagoner, Oklahoma 

will celebrate a 20 year 
homecoming with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 
Featuring Hershel Dyer, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and a 

Fellowship Dinner 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 

All former members are invited 

Please notify the church 
if you can attend 

If lod~ng is needed write to 
churc , 901 East Cherokee 
Wagoner, Oklahoma 74467 

of our missions programs because we are 
beginning to make a serious investment 
in them. 

Initiative allows for a closer relation
ship between the missionary and the local 
church. This is because the relationship is 
based on our commitment as well as his. 
We have had the desire ·to send· and we 
selected him. As a result we will not 
easily drop him. because the program was 

not something we felt pressured into ac
cepting. It is us doing what Christ com
manded that we do. The relationship has 
become one of love and necessity, not 
merely one of convenience. 

If we take the initiative we will stay 
with a location until the job is done. Stead
fastness and continuance and not hop
scotch are the hallmarks of a successful 

(Continued on page 14) 

DECIDE NOW 
to en roll in the 

ltoutbra•ttrn 1Siblital Jnstitutr 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 · 

For information call or write f. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

A CHRISTIAN GROUP MEDICAL 
PRACTICE is growing rapidly in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Dr. Tom Drinnen, Dr. Carl Baker, 
and Dr. Bruce Smith have begun and will 
expand a Multi-Specialty Group Practice 
which will serve as a base for rotating medical 
missionaries to various areas of the world. 
Any physicians and medical support staff 
who are New Testament Christians and 
interested in medical evangelism are urged to 
contact the group for a more complete 
explanation of the group's plans and needs. 

Dr. Tom Drinnen 
Medical Director 

Perimeter Medical Group 
4484 N. Shallowford Road 

Atlanta, Georgia 30338 

or phone 

(404) 393-9710 
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James M. Benson, P. 0 . Box 178, Ste
phens, Ark. 71764 : Maxie B. Boren has 
just closed a good meeting here with one 
baptized. The church has acquired six 
acres in a good location where a new 

building is planned. I am scheduled to 
preach in a meeting with the church in 
Center, Texas, March 16-19. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

Tape Library Available for use by mail 
at very ·1ow annual cost 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
For information write: the Southwest" Now two plans to choose from 

Tape Librarian 
University Church of Christ 

733 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 79601 
Located 21/2 mi les NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AN D ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administr ator 
Chris tian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

1
1123 Church S1reet, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254-04;336 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/ 884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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LIFTING UP 

C hristia n Evidences 
Foreign Evangelism 

Life Crises 
Soul Winning 

B us Evangelism 
Benevolence 

Fa mily 
Praye r 

J"id·jlmerica Ellaqtelisll'l 
Worluhop 

JUNE 5-7 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN 
Deaf Evangelism 

World Bible School 
Ch u rch Growth 

Singles Ministry 
Moral Issues 

Jail Evan gelism 
Preaching 

Singing 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Keeping the Saved Saved 
Bible Interpretation 

Exhibit Evangelism 
Death & Dying 

L eadersh ip 
Ed u cation 

Women 
You t h 

June 5 
Thursday: G. P. Holt, Jr. 

June 6 
Friday: Jack Evans 
Lifting Up Jesus in 
Daily Commitment 

June 7 
Saturday: Wayne Monroe 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Evangelism 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Joy & Enthusiasm 

T ho m as W a r ren 
D a n Reed 
Pat Casey 
Ran dy B ecton 
O liv ia Holt 
Re ue l L e m mons 
K en Samue l 
Nic k Young 

Other Speakers Include: 
Holl is Maynard 
Lynn McMillian 
Carroll Bennett 
Doug Parsons 
Warren Blokeney 
Dick Weber 
David Gaylor 
Debbie Young 

Mike Mays 
John Waddey 
Charles Coombs 
Norma Rogers 
Norm Herron 
Boyd W il liam s 
Bob Rubinow 
P hy ll is D avid 

*Special Instruction Every Hour For WOMEN & YOUTH 

For Information W rite: M ID-AMERICA WORKSHOP 
6 1 2 N. High S c hool Rd., Ind ianapolis, IN 46224 
For H o us ing C a ll: (317) 244 -3974 or 545-0103 

Ben ny Stephen s 
B ruce Mayo 
David L a nd 
Nei l Parsons 
Joy McMill ian 
Paul Pape 
N eale Pryor 
Mildred Freela nd 
Ernest S t ewart 
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Will They Learn to Love 
Jesus ... 

Look into the faces of these Russian children. What 
do you see? Happiness and innocence. And impres
s ionable minds. 

But tragically, these precious children may never 
hear the name of Jesus Christ! 

It's true! Because in the Soviet Union and other com
munist countries, atheism is taught from the 
cradle-as a way of life! 

And right now children just like these are growing 
up untouched by the Word of God! 

But who will teach them? And how? 
The answer is Eastern European Mission. For the 

past 15 years this ministry-now under the direction 
of the elders of the Bammel Road Church of Christ in 
Houston-has been printing and transporting Bibles 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Yes, there are many risks. But the rewards-saving 
lost souls-are so great! 

OF COURSE, WE CAN'T REACH THESE CHILDTtEN 
UNLESS BIBLES ARE PLACED IN THE HANDS OF 
THOSE WHO CAN TEACH THEM. AND WE CAN'T DO 
THIS WITHOUT YOUR HELP. 

Eastern European Mission desperately needs YOU to 
join in the "mission of love." 

Your gift right now of $100, $50 or even $25 will 
help get Bibles behind the Iron Curtain. Or better yet, 
your monthly commitment of $10, $15 or $20 will 
help secure the strong future of this ministry in the 
months ahead. 

Remember-a simple $5 gift may enable some 

precious soul in a communist country to hold a Bible 
for the very first time in his life! And $5 a month will 
help us reach 12 families a year. 

Won't you help today? Just fill in the attached 
coupon, clip it out and mail it with your gift to: 
Eastern European Mission, P.O. Box 90755, Houston, 
Texas 77090. And thank you! 

,------------------, 
I (Clip and mail with your gift today to: I 

Eastern European Mission, Bammel 
I Road Church of Christ, P. 0. Box ..-~ I 
I 90755, Houston, Texas 77090.) 1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
J I will also give $ ___ each month. 

I NAME 
I I ADDRESS __________________________ __ 

I CITY STATE ZIP __ 

I (Make your check payable to Eastern European 
L Mis~n.....:__Your~ift is tax-deductible.) ___ __ I 



mSSIONS 1\IANAGE:\lENT (2) 
(Continued f r om page 11) 

missions program. Fewer missions dollars 
are wasted because of our detennination 
to see the job through. We accept the 
r espons ibility for f inishing what we start. 

future of missions lies in the willingness 732 Winding Bend Rd., Manchester, Mo. 
of the local church to take the ini tiative. 63101 
When that happens sound principles of .--------------, 
Missions Management will contribute to 
the greatest mission awakening we have N E E D SPA ( E ?. 
r ecently seen. The choice is ours. The 

Response or initiative? The key to t he choice is initiative. 

612 N. High School Rd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 65224 

JUNE 5-7 INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER JUNE 5-7 

SPECIAL YOUTH SERIES-CLASSES EVERY HOUR 

John Waddey 
Bruce Mayo 
Rick Weber 

Speakers Include: 
Nick Young Boyd Williams 
Neil Parsons Paul Pape 
Neal Pryor Jack Evans 

or Heusing Call: (317) 244-397-il- -or 545·0103 

ft1id·}lmerica E"aq~elisrq 
Ylorluhop 

SECOND ANNUAL 

G~OWiJ.t 
(J~ APRIL24-26th, 1980 &~~ 
~ STOP NINE CHURCH OF CHRIST ,.. ~ 
~ BYESVIllE, OHIO ,_.... 

-~ THEME: ~ 
~- "GROWTH THROUGH FAMILY LIVING" ~ 
(j SPECIAL SPEAKERS :xl 

JACK EXUM ABE MILLER 
(Spea king Each of The Three Days) 
APRIL 24, 7:00P.M. TO 9:00P.M. 

SPEAKERS: April 25, 8:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. SPEAKERS: April 26, 8:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Steve Gooch Bill Essex 
Roger Massey Jeff Conrad 
David Meyers Glen Gleim 
Gary Miller Tom Yoakum 
John Fisk David Elderidge 
Gaston Cogdill Gary Lucas 
Richard Perrault Bob Manasco 

John Whitely 
ANN EXUM wi ll conduct a lesson with the Mothers and Daughters April 26, 1980 

Notify early if you are attend ing and need housing, Housing will be fu rnished. 
An attended nursery will be avai lable fo r your little ones. 

CALL OR WRITE FOR YOUR RESERVATION 
1-614-685·2591 

STOP 9 CHURCH OF CHRIST, BOX 116, BYESVILLE, (CAMBRIDGE), OHIO 43723 
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SEAT 750 
Exciting ii'an Design 

Complete : Sound, 
Carpet, Furnishings 

$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E . Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

TJY rite or call for information 

BILL MIN ICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 

$200,.000 
Interest Semiannual Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3lh to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and mo re information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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c L A S s I F I E D Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, Woodland Hills Ca 
213-340-5237. Specializing in church building i~sur: 
ance. Please phone for a. quote. 

Advertising In this section ~.00 per liDe. Designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or con(Uegu
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
CHURCH BUSES--New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience in bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS, 
INC., 391)9 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
75216 (214) 371-50~9. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptionnl Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LA.K.mWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Puul W. Hall, Evan. 
OJUNA.WA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chriat, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. IrviDg St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY A.R.mA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Pleasanton, CallfornJn. 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UAI, 
HA.WA.II Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 30'49, 
Lihue, HI. 9676.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detadls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 12U, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA., ARIZ., OU W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, Mexico• Ave. Fundlcloues 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
Preacher seeking a full time job in the Lord's 
Church-somewhere we really are needed. Will con
sider any place that we are needed. I have two 
years in preacher's training school in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. I also have over two years experience 
in both small and large churches. I am 52 and my 
wife is 48-both are mature in the faith. Ben 
Northam, 6004 Lilac Lane, Amarillo, Texas 79106. 
EVANGELISTIC MINISTER NEEDED to work 
with a growing congregation in rural area. At 
this growth stage the average attendance is 60. A 
good team spirit prevails through the congregation. 
Call 614-788-3634 or send resume to Southern Noble 
Church of Christ, Box 47 Dexter City, Ohio 45727. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for infonnation and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 

The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella. singing. For more in
fonnation contact 2205 .lt,lushing Road, Flint. Michi
gan 48504. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A..ve., 
U.s. 400 East Opposite K-!lnrt. Office 4'1'1-
52'11, Bobby Wade, !liD. 4'16-40G6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331, 206-374-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hico, Texas 
76457. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a sma11 building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-5983. 
Wanted preacher with partial income. Ideal climate 
in mother lode country of California. Write Frank 
Winesette, Box 999, San Andreas, Ca. 95249 or call 
(209) 754-4374. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted for established congregation, at
tendance 60 to. 65. New building-debt free. Ex
perience preferred, will give consideration to matur
ity and enthusiasm. Westside Church of Christ, Box 
634, Imperial, Nebraska 69033 (308) 882-4213. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

Job Wanted: 29 year man with family seeking 
employment or information concerning employment. 
Will relocate. Sound in faith, a good addition to 
any local congregation. Call Keith Price 616-834-7975. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Please give name 
of book, author, price, and condition. Allan Yarema, 
1562 Grace Street, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan S6H-
3E2 Canada.~--------~~~~~~-~-~
Returning missionary available for local work: After 
14 years on foreign fields I am desirous of locating 
with a good church in Northwest Arkansas or ad
joining areas. N. E. Sewell, Box 469, Yellville, Ar. 
72687, Tel: 501-449-6072. 
Wanted full time preacher. Church without elders 
seeking man with experience and willing to work 
with congregation of 50 in town of 37000. Church 
of Christ, 2103 West College, Grand Island, Nebr. 
68801 or contact Donald L. Skeen, 308-384-8892. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Keith Price 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49827. 
Preacher needed. Beginning in June 1980. A great 
opportunity for the right man. Congregation of over 
two hundred. Debt free. Four Elders, six deacons. 
Preacher's home. With a mind to work for the cause 
of Christ. Send Resume, ask for further information. 
Cornell Ave. Church of Christ, 1019 Cornell Ave., 
Yakima, Wash. 98902. 
PANORAMA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL needs a prin
cipal and teachers. Excellent OI>I>Ortunity for retired 
man and wife. Grades K-8, low pupil-teacher ratio, 
salary competitive. Beautiful area to live, 100 miles 
east of L.A. Contact Trustee Opal Hawes, 714 797-
3122. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertlalng, and will uot 
knowingly take questionable advertising. 
But 1t Is the reader's responsibility to ID· 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest, 
lnvestla-ate t 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$85.00 

June 15-20, 1980 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 
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CENTRAL TEXAS EVANGELISTIC FORUM 

JUNE 5, 6, & 71 1980 

ROCKDALE, TEXAS 
··:-... -- . 

Motivatio,;:a:fid-lnstrli"ct'i~b-in ·s-oul-Saving for Christian-s of ALl Ages! 
i 1 . .< . . ' 

{I ~ :,!··-~ ,.' L:_ .? Speakers Include: .. · .
0 

.· ."cJ' 

: ~ , ·Nat Cooper · J oL>ea1"'' ; 
i: ~;·~(}' '--· ·Willie Franklin ~~ar~ .- .. 
: i qe'l~ · 

r1ee"':~ .·. 
~ . 

',j 

. ~. 

·Jerry .Jones 
joe Malone 
Jack Paul 

Richard Rogers 0o~ .. 

:. ~~--"'· :. _:'SlJ~'I':~-;:.~-::.:.:·~:_.~c::.:..:·_·,~- _:·.~. :..:_) 
. ~:---

To be held in Rockdale, Te1eas, at the High School and where the Saints regularly meet. 
Comments, Questions, Support, or Information Requests should be mailed to the 

Murray Street Church of Christ 
1301 Murray Street 

P. 0. Box 227 
Rockdale, Texas 76567 

Financially and Spiritually Supported by Central Texas Congregations (Additional Support will be 
gratefully accepted.) 

Under the oversight of the Elders of the Lord's Church in Rockdale, Texas 
For Immediate Housing or Information, call: {512) 446-2179, 446-3856, 446-2061, 922-4598, or 

{713) 567-3955 
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LATE WORD OF WORK IN INDIA: The latest group traveling and work
ing with CHARLES SCOTT and J. C. BAILEY have just returned from a 
fruitful effort in India! There were 14 who traveled to preach the Word, 
and sisters Ann Scott and Neva Cooper worke d with the women and taught 
classes for them during this 5 week period. 1,5 16 were Baptized including 
15 denominational preachers. 

Austin, Texas, April 15, 1980 
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Like Leaven 

The church of t he first century was remarkable and 
revolutionary, not because of "steps" they had taken to 
become Christians but because of qualities they pos
sessed because they were Christians. It was a matter of 
ingredients in their character , rather t han a set of reg
ulations t hey had chinned up to. It was like leaven at 
work in meal. E lements were blended in, rather than 
qualifying conditions met. They did not "join" some
thing; t hey became something. 

First century Christians seemed to know who they 
were and what they were alive for at that par ticular 
t ime. T hey were no rank and f ile group of people, at
t racted by a cause they held in common. They were a 
group whose lives had been renovated and changed. And 
they stuck together because of t hat change. They had 
things in common that made them one body. 

As t he church becomes more and more an organiza
tion rather t han an or ganism in the minds of Christians 
we tend to lose sight of t he leavening quality of the 
gospel. It is a force at work in our lives that renovates 
character from the inside out . It makes new creatures 
out of us. 

Conflicts of the past two decades over congregational 
organization, and with whom we could co-operate, and 
whom we could help have produced an organization
consciousness t hat tends to make Chr istianity a 
straightj acket rather than a leavening influence. Jesus 
said the kingdom of heaven is like leaven. He did not 
say that it was like steel hoops and iron bar s. 

Some day we will get around to really doing our 
homework on the Holy Spirit, and when we do we will 
find him a f r iendly Spiri t, patiently working in us the 
handiwork of God. The indwelling Spirit is the cer tain 
pr omise of every person who is j ustified by the Blood 
of Jesus. The pr omise of t he indwelling Spir it is t ied 
to, and cannot be separated from, t he forgiveness of 
sins. The purpose of the indwelling Spirit is the per
fecting of r ighteousness in the life of the person in 
whom he dwells. Thus, the Holy Spirit makes people 
r ighteous just like he makes men elders. It is like leaven 
at work in a life. 

The Spirit is not a pilot f ish; it is leaven at work in 
us. And the fruit of the Spirit is not "go here" and "go 
there" but is joy, peace, etc. The whole lump becomes 
a differ ent lump, and because it has become different, 
it t r avels a differen pathway. It is led by the Spirit. 

When we become the children of God it is but natural 
that we partake of the the nature of deity. The church 
is the fami ly of God, and thus we are heirs. It is as 
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inuch a spir itual organism as God is spirit. Trying to 
pour it into a human mold is to sectarianize it. The 
kingdom of Heaven is on the inside, not the outside, 
of us. It is like leaven at work in us. 

The people of God are a worldwide empire whose 
king is Jesus, and whose obedience to the King is not 
extracted by corporal threat, but rather by the leaven
ing influence of what is going on inside us-where the 
kingdom is. Because it is spiritual in nature the King
dom knows no social, political, economic or racial 
bounds. All are one in Christ Jesus. The same leaven 
that is in one is in all. Christians are one in a very real, 
yet unique, sense. It is the unity of spirit that produces 
the bond of peace. When something happens to the bond 
of peace it is an indication that something has already 
happened to the unity of the spirit . 

When people are converted they need to come to grips 
with the fact that they are now in a unique relation
ship with God and hold a unique position in the world. 
The church is something else! It is a peculiar people. 
It is an elect nation. It is a royal pr iesthood. It is all 
this, not because it has been organized into a powerful 
corporation, but because of t he indomitable power of 
righteousness working in it. Whatever the church does, 
God enables it to do. His power is in us- working like 
leaven. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

Each J une the Firm Foundation and the Westover 
Hills church in Austin combine r esources to conduct 
the FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC. 
This is a ser vice to the churches. We are training hun
dreds of men and boys to be good song leaders, and to 
be leaders of people. We do it because of the good we 
can do. 

This year , June 9-20 is the date. Hensel Memorial 
Camp, 30 miles northwest of Austin is the location. 
Holland Boring, Sr., Paul Epps, Bob Connell, Tom 
Chapin; Bill Cox and Holland Boring, Jr., will be the 
instructors. $125 is the total cost of the two weeks 
session. Churches, send us your men and we will r e
turn you good song leaders, and good leaders of your 
young people. Reser vations should be sent to Box 610, 
Austin, Texas 78767. 
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The Necessity of Instilling Faith 
JOHN N. CLAYTON 

There are many challenges facing the church today, and 
Christians frequently find themselves being pulled in all direc
tions by pressures and forces on their time and resources. Those 
of us who expend a great deal of our time and energy on chil
dren have perhaps been faced with the most dynamic and 
changing forces in the church today. On every side we see 
changes taking place in young people and changes in the forces 
that are brought to bear on youth. Newspapers have categorized 
the latest set of TV shows being brought into our homes as 
"the age of promiscuity." Movies and their ratings have be
come so bad that even "G" rated movies frequently contain 
questionable material. Our public schools have, in many cases, 
become so dominated by atheistic approaches to subject matter 
that young people spend a great percentage of their school 
day being taught value systems which totally contradict the 
Bible. Even our political and legislative bodies have become 
permeated with skeptic approaches to life and the world in 
which we live. 

It is easy in such a situation to become depressed and per
haps even to give up. We tend to become like the prophet 
saying "Lord only I am left" when, in fact, there are thousands 
who have not "bended the knee." Rather than becoming de
pressed we need to realize that the condition of our world 
simply makes it easy to see what we need to do and how im
portant it is that we do it. The survival of our way of life as 
well as the salvation of the souls of our young is at stake. The 
Lord is giving us a way, but we have not yet seen fit to do 
what he told us to do. 

Jesus faced a situation at one time that is almost identical 
to us today. He had a disciple named Thomas who at one time 
was the strongest of the followers of ·J esu&-a real leader. In 
John 11:16 when Jesus had just told them that he was going 
back to Bethany where he had nearly been killed before, it 
was Thomas who led the group and said "Let us also go that 
we may die with Him." Thomas shines here as a tower of 
strength, stepping in and urging his fellow disciples on when 
others perhaps were tending to bold back. A short time later, 
however, when Thomas was simply asked to believe that 
Jesus himself had been raised from the dead as Lazarus had 
done, Thomas was unable to believe. Thomas was simply asked 
to believe and he was unable to do it. Look at all the advantages 
Thomas had been given. He had seen Jesus perform miracles 
and had seen Lazarus rise from the dead. He had seen the 
power of Jesus manifested in his own work for the Lord. He 
had been given far more evidence than any of us have had, 
and yet he was unable to believe. 

How did Jesus meet this problem? Did he reprimand 
Thomas and then condemn him since he had been given ample 
opportunity and had blown it? All of us know what Jesus did. 
He provided Thomas with the evidence he needed to continue 
his work. Paul spoke of the faith of Timothy in 2 Timothy 1 :5 
when he said "When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelleth first in they grandmother Lois 
and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that it is in thee 
also." Timothy's dynamic faith that enabled him to be a 
tremendous power for good in the early church came from the 
conscious effort of good Christian women to instill that faith 
in this young man. 

You and I are are faced with that same challenge today. 
Our children will not believe in God just because you and I 
believe. They will not accept Christ simply because we drag 
them to a church building three times a week. They will not be 
Christians because it is the socially accepted thing to do in 

our family or in our community. We as parents and as Bible 
Sch~l t~achers must work at the establishing and building 
of fatth m young people. We would like to make a few practical 
suggestions for both home and congregational use that we 
hope our readers will consider and use. 

1) Make Christian evidences a part of every quarter of Bible 
study. In our family devotionals and in our Bible classrooms 
we need to develop the evidence that God is. This can be a full 
study of current events remarks to just a daily reading of a 
booklet on these subjects, but regular study in this area is 
essential. Subject matter can include evidences for God's design, 
evidences that the Bible is inspired, .study in Genesis Job and 
other scientifically operational · sections, and consid;ration of 
special topics such as death, evolution, morality, and creation. 
There is a wealth of materials available in this area. If you 
need a bibliography and listing of ·materials write us. 

2) Regularly investigate what is being taught in your public 
schools. By the time you read this article the school year will 
be about three-fourths over. Have you read your child's science 
and social studies book? Have you asked them what they are 
studying? Have you endeavored to find out if material is 
being brought to the child's attention that needs biblical per
spectives given to it? Why do we wait until a child is lost in 
worldly abstractions and perspectives before we start giving 
him some alternative points of view? Parents and Bible school 
~eachers m~st continuously be aware of what is being taught 
m the pubhc schools and how it is being presented. Simply 
asking kids is a simple way to do this, plus visiting classrooms 
through open house or scheduled visits. Ignoring the school's 
challenge to our child's beliefs is no way to solve the faith 
problem. 

3) Watch destructive or questionable TV programs your child 
wants to watch with them and use it as a teaching device. In 
many cases, I strongly question the approach to TV of banning 
programs. With many young people the best way to get them 
to watch something is to tell them then can't. A more positive 
approach is to watch it with them and explain the superiority 
of the Christian approach to what is being shown. Some pro
grams are bad enough to be emotionally disturbing to a child, 
but most can be watched and used as teaching devices. It has 
been my experience that after a few times of this the kids 
begin to cut down the values being portrayed themselves and 
then lose their desire to watch "junk.'' This is especially impor
tant in programs like the National Geographic specials which 
have appeared lately. 

4) Make clear distinctions between biblical injunctions and 
human opinions. Many of us make God a scapegoat for our 
own inadequacies. "Don't do that because God won't like it" 
is a phrase we should not use. We must make our own decisions 
as to what is best for our children and then say to them "I do 
not want want you to do that because I think it is wrong." If 
it turns out that our decision was erroneous, at least we have 
not made God responsible for our fallible judgments. This also 
comes up in the bad things that happen on Earth. Don't make 
God responsible for death, war, disease, or pain. Work at get
ting your child or children to understand that "Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that he shall also reap" is the most common ex
planation of bad things that happen. Even understandings of 
the Bible need to be individualized in the young person's 
mind so that he is able to differentiate between understandings 
men have erroneously had in the past and what God really 
teaches. Some young people actually believe that the crusades 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Authority of the Bible 
ELMER PROUT 

The Bible derives its authority from God. God uses the Bible 
to express his authority and reveal his will. Without its con
nection with God the Bible would be a dead letter. 

Hebrews 4:12 tells us that "the word of God is living and 
active." This passage does not merely say "a word is alive" or 
"some words are living." It is God's word which is alive. Living 
God-living word. The Bible does not live in its own power-it 
is alive because of God's present and active relationship with it. 

Because God is the I AM and "him who is, and who was, 
and who is to come" he speake to us in the present tense in 
the Bible. The key word in our use of the Bible is not 'ancient' 
or 'once upon a time.' It is NOW: "Today if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts." 

We cannot walk around God and his word as if we were on 
an academic history research project. We cannot approach 
the Bible as if we were immune to its power and it were under 
our control. Even while we think we are outside God's reach 
he is judging us through his word. 

Every time we come to God's word it should be with a sense 
of encounter with the personal God. God is meeting us through 
his word. As preachers we have a special responsibility to 
encourage other Christians in conscious personal response to 
God as he speaks to them in the Bible. 

All traditions stand under the judgment of God through his 
word. Our study, research, insights, questions and answers
all stand in the presence of God as he continues to judge them 
through the Scriptures. 

It is fatal to isolate 'devotional study' from 'academic study' 
of the Bible. God's authority extends to both areas. God does not 
say, "Here is the Bible. You may use it for objective historical 
study. I'll wait over here in the devotional arena while you 
examine my word critically." 

Careful study is vital for Christian growth. I do not suggest 
that we neglect or ignore any area of study. But ALL study
critical, devotional, historical-stands under the authority of 
God. All of it must be an act of faith in and with God. All 
our conclusions and feelings must be formed in the conscious
ness of the presence of God. And, they must be deliberately 
left open to correction by God's authority, as expressed in the 
Bible. 

There is a very close relationship between our view of the 
authority of God's word and the methods we use to interpret 
and apply that word. Whether we wish to admit it or not each 
of us uses one or more methods of interpretation and applica
tion. Even if we preached by reading the Bible without com
ment we would still have to use some method to decide which 
passage to read, how much to read, which passages would 
follow others, etc. In that way the authority of the Bible would 
to some extent be filtered through our decisions. 

The question is not whether we will use a method of study 
or not- it is whether we will use our methods with humility; 
whether we will honor the Bible above our methods. Above all 
we must not ·confuse our methods of study and application 
with the authority of the word of God itself. Methods are 
useful only if they serve to bring us increasingly under obedience 
to God and into fellowship with him. The word of God was 
not given to become the servant of our methods of interpreta
tion-our methods are to be servants of the word. 

The modern world is filled with discussions about new 
methods of Bible study. Theories of Bible history, new informa
tion about the languages and religions of ancient nations, etc. 
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come at us from every direction. It is important that preachers 
and teachers be aware of the new discoveries and trends in 
all these areas. But at the same time we should remember that 
theories of interpretation come and go with surprising speed. 
Critical theories and conservative theories as well have risen 
and fallen again and again. But the Bible remains! 

The authority of God's word calls for the response of faith. 
When we yield to God's authority it is not to be in a bare act 
of obedience. It is to be an act of faith and love which involves 
head and heart as well as hand. 

In this respect the Bible is quite different from human law. 
When we respond to a human law it is enough that we carry 
out the details required by that law. So long as we do that 
our attitude toward the lawmaker is not important. But God 
calls for a response of active love and trust as we carry out 
his commands. 

It is tempting to stand between people, especially new 
Christians, and God as if we could mediate their obedience. 
We must be ready and willing to step aside and actively en
courage believers to meet God in his word for themselves. We 
have no authority. Our most important task is to point people 
beyond ourselves to God and his living word. 

We must guard against replacing the authority of God with 
the authority of scholarship. We must give ourselves actively to 
study and preparation as we preach and teach. But regardless 
of our scholastic standing we stand idle side by side with 
all other believers in the fellowship of learning and doing 
God's will. 

The Bible is not designed only for the use of specialists and 
scholars. We thank God for those who through their study 
have brought the light of research to bear on many puzzling 
areas of the Bible history and language. But, scholar or not, 
every Christian can meet God in the authority of his divine 
word. 

In all our efforts to learn more about the Bible and its 
background let us ask ours~lves "Is this study an act of fellow
ship with God? Is it done in submission to his will? Is it carried 
out in answer to his love? If the answer is 'Yes' we are growing 
in the recognition of the authority of God in his Bible. 

P. 0. Box 31, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, Japan 350-13 

THE NECESSITY OF INSTILLING FAITH 

(Continued from page 3) 

of the Dark Ages were the fulfilling of God's will, totally 
missing the basic concept of New Testament Christianity. 

5) Encourage young people to think. Our home devotionals, 
as well as our Bible School classes, need to be areas of in
tellectual prodding. The blind following of traditional points 
if view is one of the great tragedies of religious experience in 
the past 2,000 years. The Bible admonishes us to think and to 
work out our own spiritual relationships (see Phil. 2:12 etc.) 
which we have neglected in many cases to do. Our roles as 
adults needs to be more oriented toward asking the right 
questions and pointing our charges toward the Bible passages 
they might otherwise ignore rather than toward sermonizing. 

We can use the challenge of our age to enable us to produce 
stronger Christians or we can be overrun by the challenges 
to our children's faith. The choice is ours! 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 15, 1980 



Not many articles are written about 
preaching from the viewpoint of the per
son who sits in pews and listens to preach
ers. I am a school teacher and have served 
as an elder for a year now. After getting 
a degree in Bible from ACU, over a twen
ty-year period I preached intermittently 
for churches on a parttime and fill-in 
basis and for four years full time. How
ever, most of my time in assemblies of 
the saints has been spent in the pews. The 
ideas and suggestions presented here, for 
what they are worth, are largely my re
action to my experience in the pews over 
the years in many places. 

Christians are to assemble to worship 
God, to remember Christ in the Lord's 
Supper, to learn God's revealed truth, to 
sing praises, to pray to the Father through 
Christ, to practice purposeful giving, and 
to be edified toward good works by 
heavenly motivations. It is with some 
chagrin, therefore, that I sit at any time 
seeing this spiritual occasion used by a 
preacher before a Christ-captured audience 
for purposes other than the presentation 
of God's word. 

A preacher should speak where the 
Bible speaks. He is not to ignore Biblical 
truths that need to be taught while ram
bling on about his opinions and personal 
likes and dislikes. Often the problem with 
what s going on in the pulpit is not 
flagrant error being taught. A preacher 
can stand up and read a phone book for 
an hour without teaching error. The prob
lem may be that much of the teaching 
given in the New Testament is being 
ignored and the sad truth is that those 
who don't know the Bible won't know 
what they are missing. These days, when 
truth is sidetracked in the pulpit it is a 
major problem for the church. This is 
because the preacher is the only man who 
speaks to the whole group to present 
Bible teaching two or three times a week 
over a period of time. 

The whole congregation can take on his 
thinking. Another man may teach a class 
but the number of people there usually 
is a small percentage of the number who 
listen to the preacher. Elders are com
manded through Paul to take heed to all 
the flock "in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you bishops to feed the church of 
the Lord." The flock is to be fed with 
food from heaven. They are to be tended 
to concerning their spiritual welfare by 
the teaching and examples of the elders. 
Elders are to be "holding to the faithful 
word which is according to the teaching, 
that he may be able to exhort in the 
sound doctrine, and to convict the gain
sayers." 1(Titus 1:9). However, today even 
if all the elders teach classes, they must 
rely on good teachers and good preachers 
to furnish food from heaven, the word of 
God. 

If elders do their work right, they re
ceive the crown of glory. If they do it 
wrong, God has another alternative. It 
is a veey serious thing to be an elder as 
great divine judgment is involved. It 
should not be surprising, therefore, that 
elders do not want a man around who 
does most of the teaching by putting out 
scriptureless froth, ignoring Biblical 

Solid Food or 
Stone Soup 

DAN HOLLAND 

teaching, displaying temperaments or at
titudes that are not Christ-like, assuming 
the role of a popish lawmaker, preaching 
that which according to scripture is error, 
or by making the pulpit his personal 
soapbox. And if a man shows a rejection 
of the inspired scriptures, he should im
mediately be removed from the pulpit 
and from teaching classes, allowing him to 
find a job selling used cars (with apolo
gies here to some used car salesmen). A 
man who by doubt compromises the scrip
tures including the divine origin of the 
com~ands and promises of Christ, and 
still takes money for "preaching the gos
pel of Christ" is a monumental fraud, 
making merchandise of the church (see 2 
Peter 2:3). 

We need men who will exhort unto love 
and good works in the pulpit with Biblical 
motivation, and then show that he loves 
in deed, not just in words. As a man 
speaks in a pulpit, the people in the pews 
hear also what he does out of the pulpit. 

After holding another job while preach
ing on Sundays for a period of years, I 
feel that a man can do personal study, 
prepare and preach two good sermons 
and do personal evangelism in a forty 
hour week if not overly involved in other 
time-consuming duties (including so
called "Mickey Mouse duties"). Other
wise he (1) is not using his time right, 

' d 't k (2) has low enthusiasm, (3) oesn now 
much Bible or (4) is so slow that may
be his talents lie in another work. This. is 
especially true of preachers with a ~ile 
of sermons built up elsewhere. Also, w1th 
experience a man should need less time to 
prepare sermons. Maybe brethren some
times require "Mickey Mouse duties" of 
the preacher because they feel the man 
should be doing something with his time. 
Other Christians are encouraged to use 
their time for Christ after they finish 
their paid jobs, but they are not likely to 
be moved by elders and preachers who will 
not do it themselves. 

A deacon who works 40-50 hours a week 
as a machinist or a mechanic, attends all 
assemblies and meetings, teaches classes, 
and then spends more time in personal 
evangelism than "the local minister" may 
not be impressed with a preacher's claims 
about his great work in evangelism. He 
may have addressed more lost souls in a 
week than the pulpit preacher has in the 
assemblies full of saints. The church 
doesn't need wordy, self-righteous do
nothings who just lambast the pew
sitters. 

Preachers are to be silent where the 
Bible is silent. It seems that some preach
ers must have taken Basic Traditions in 
school, and the catalog must describe the 
course as something like this: "the way 
we do things, presented as God's way." 

When I go to hear a preacher, I want to 
hear God's will revealed to man. Anything 
thought up and religiously required by 
man in any century must have a basis in 
the inspired scriptures or I don't want it 
presented to me as something coming 
from God. Someone in the tenth century 
might have d~cided that Christians should 
stand under a cross on Sundays, and 
preachers for a thousand years might have 
denounced as unfaithful those who did 
not comply-but I don't want that kind 
of thing forced on me as God's will. I 
want to hear preachers who go back to 
words from heaven with apostolic seals 
on them. 

Preachers should not play pulpit poli
tics. It is somewhat discouraging to at
tend a service because of Christ only to 
be bombarded with self-serving state
ments from a man who preaches the 
trinity of me, myself and I. Perhaps one 
preacher did not realize the political im
plications when he stated in a sermon: 
"I'm going to preach the truth even if I 
get fired!" Actually, his statements were 
agreeable to everyone 1(being of the "Don't 
murder and plunder" kind, nothing con
troversial) but this implied that the elders 
were against the truth. 

If a preacher's job is actually threatened 
only because he is standing for truth, that 
is another matter. But it is good for the 
church when a preacher weighs carefully 
the consequences of his words, while deny
ing himself and following Christ. He 
should never cause divisions and occasions 
of stumbling and try to deceive the hearts 
of the innocent. A good preacher makes 
it obvious from the Biblical message he 
preaches that he is not going to sell out 
the truth for earthly gains. He doesn't 
have to beat a straw man. To preachers, 
I would say: "Don't play the audience. 
Preach Christ. Let the word of God do its 
work." 

A preacher should not use the pulpit 
to display and build up his ego. When a 
man is so tangled up in himself that he 
abuses this method, it can become ex
ceedingly tiresome to those who come to 
glorify God. Preachers can talk about their 
wives, children, cars, dogs, relatives, gold
fish psychological needs, personal politics, 
etc.: but it is nice when they temper it. I 
tend to tap my watch a whole lot while 
listening to ego trips in the pulpit. 

Don't talk so much about preachers, 
preachers' work, preachers this and 
preachers that. Such preaching is also 
good pulpit politics, but it give~ the churc~ 
a wrong attitude toward their responsi
bilities. Preachers are always saying that 
Christians should not hire preachers to 
do their work for them and this is true. 
However, to listen to some preachers talk, 
no work in the church amounts to much 
except speaking from a pulpit. They c~ll 
themselves "the minister" and "your mm
ister " so why shouldn't everyone expect 
then: to do all the ministering? They set 
themselves apart by speaking of the great 
work of proclaiming the gospel as if it 
were exclusively their privilege and re
sponsibility. They encourage ~ . clergy
laity attitude in the church by fllhng ser-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Foolish and Unlear-ned Questions 
ORLAN SAWEY 

When we read Paul's exhortation in 2 
Timothy 2 :23 to refuse foolish and ig
norant questions because they bring about 
strife, what do we apply the passage 
to? When we read his commandment in 
Titus 3 :9 to shun foolish questionings, be
cause they are unprofitable and vain, 
what do we think about? 

If you think like I do, you think of 
questions such as the age-old ones of 
where Cain got his wife or of how many 
angels can stand (dance?) on the head 
of a pin. 

We are on the right track when we 
label these questions as foolish. They are 
ignorant (unlearned) questions for which 
there is no answer. Moreover, if we were 
to know the answers, ·how could we or 
anyone else be benefited? 

Foolish 
Young gives the meaning of the word 

translated "foolish" in 2 Timothy as 
"dull" or "slow." And obviously the Greek 
word is the one from which our words 
"moron" and "moronic" are derived. We 
ought not to argue so as to be classified 
as dull, slow, or moronic. 

John's Baptism 
The question of whether John baptized 

for the remission of sins is one treasured 
by many preachers and teachers in a 
certain region of the United States. I 
have recently read articles on these ques
tions, presented with an air of certainty. 
But I reember vividly my first encounter 
with the problem. 

I was a young preacher in the Army in 
a Midwestern state during World War II. 
A preacher came in to preach for us; like 
Apollos, he was an eloquent and learned 
preacher, but (I thought) like Apollos he 
was wrong about John's baptism. So I 
made a mistake. In the privacy of my 
home I very mildly asked for a Bible 
statement which said exactly, in so many 
words, that John baptized for the remis
sion of sins. (There is none, incidentally.) I 
also asked how John could baptize for the 
remission of sins before Jesus died for 
our sins. 

The explosion was terrifying, the ar
gument loud. I was attacked on personal 
grounds. The preacher, displaying his 
college belt buckle, offered to compare 
degrees with me any time (although I 
had not mentioned having a degree and 
although his college offered only two 
years of work). In short, I became in his 
eyes a heretic, and he became my enemy. 
(Does history repeat itself?) 

But, you say, the question should have 
been discussed. I don't believe so. First 
although the· question has a Bible basis: 
there seems to be no way to settle it. It 
caused, and still causes, strife. And know
ing the answer does not benefit us in the 
20th Century. 

What Does the Greek Say7 
An old story, possibly apocryphal, tells 

of Marshall Keeble's having trouble in 
one of his meetings with a heckler who 
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continued to rise up and ask, "What does 
the Greek say?" Finally, brother Keeble 
stopped his discourse and asked the au
dience, "Can anyone here read Greek?" 
Nobody responded. Then brother Keeble 
said, "If I told you what the Greek says, 
nobody could understand it!" and re
sumed his sermon. 

The question of John's baptism is more 
irrelevant than that of brother Keeble's 
questioner. Do you know anyone who was 
baptized by John the Baptist? Or was 
baptized with John's baptism? Then why 
argue about it? Besides, Paul described 
accurately John's baptism in Acts 19:4, 
and John himself told us why he baptized 
(John 1:25, 33). That should be enough. 
Conclusions based on man's reasoning, 
often weak reasoning, are seldom valid, 
and certainly arguments on the question 
are destructive rather than constructive. 

Between Death and the Judgment 
Again, when I was a young man, I at

tended a gospel meeting, the preacher be
ing a man whom I love and whose preach
ing I enjoy. He preached one night on the 
state of the dead between death and the 
judgment, even drawing a map-like chart 
on the blackboard. After the service, one 
of the elders, a good friend of mine, said 
to me, "Wasn't that a fine sermon?" My 
reply, "Maybe so, but I don't believe it," 
was not designed to make friends and 
influence people. 

In some sections this is still a warm 
question. And I don't claim to know the 
answer. The sermon which I did (and do) 
not believe was based on the parable (or 
story) of Lazarus and the rich man in 
Luke 16:19-31. The preacher insisted that 
this is a picture of life between death and 
the judgment and has current applica
tion, that it pictures the state of "dis
embodied spirits." 

First, if these were "disembodied" 
spirits, they were strange ones indeed. 
The rich man, in torment in Hades, lifted 
up his eyes (v. 23) and also had a burning 
tongue (v. 24). Lazarus evidently had a 
finger to dip in water (v. 24). These were 
not exactly disembodied spirits, though 
they could have had spiritual bodies (see 
1 Corinthians 15:44 and context). 

Second, if this is a picture of the state 
of man between death and the judgment, 
the events took place during the Mosaic 
age and before the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead (v. 31). Things could have 
changed since then. 

The truth is that the New Testament is 
not as clear on this matter as some of my 
brethren are. John Milton long ago sug
gested a solution to the problem when he 
pointed out that there is no time, as we 
reckon it, in eternity. But really, why 
should we worry about such things? I am 
sure that God can take care of the prob
lem of time in eternity. We need to work 
on problems that we can solve. 

They Gender Strife 
There are many other such questions, 

most of them more of a crackpot nature 

than these, although all the pursuers of 
the answers to such questions are not 
crackpots. Sometimes the questions become 
a part of the creed of the church in certain 
geographical areas. Examples are the 
question of the woman's covering in wor
ship, what we will look like in the res
urrection, good works the church can do 
and cannot do, and, of course, others. It 
is strange that men will argue about 
how we will look in the resurrection, 
when Paul says the body will be raised a 
spiritual body ( 1 Corinthians 15:44), and 
John says it had not been made manifest 
what we shall be like, but that we'll be 
like the Lord when he comes, for we will 
see him as he is (1 John 3:2). These are 
not exact answers, but they should be 
enough! 

The main thing is that these foolish 
and unlearned questions do cause strife, 
even among those who profoundly desire 
peace. Let us study hard, but if the an
swers to such questions are not clear, let 
us avoid argument. And let us not give 
the weak excuse that we can't know what 
the foolish and unlearned questions are. 
We can recognize them if we will! 

P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713 

People Who Are "Not People" 
R. MICHAEL GOFF 

In 1857 Chief Justice Taney of the 
United States Supreme Court ruled that 
slaves were not citizens and, therefore, 
had no citizens' rights that would allow 
them Constitutional protection. In a simi
lar way the Supreme Court ruled on Jan
uary 22, 1973 that unborn children were 
not persons and, therefore, all the rights 
of persons were denied to them. 

That 1973 decision has caused more 
deaths than all the deaths of World War I. 
We become emotional in our Bible classes 
when we discuss Herod the Great's slaugh
ter of the innocent children (Matthew 2: 
16-18) and then shrug our shoulders at 
the abortion issue. 

What has happened to the priorities of 
a society that cries about mistreated dogs, 
has demonstrations for fish that that are 
on the verge of extinction, and then de
fends the killing of unborn human beings? 

Casting away unwanted children is not 
new. Back in the first century the pagans 
"exposed" undesirable babies. That meant 
they threw them on a garbage pile to die. 
It is significant that the early Chris
tians were known as people who would not 
expose their infants. 

Picture this scene. A woman goes into 
an abortion clinic for counseling. She 
gives the following background: "I am 
two months pregnant. My husband is an 
alcoholic and he has syphilis. I have a 
child who is mentally retarded, and there 
is a history of deafness in our family." 
Then she asks, "Should I have an abor
tion?" What do you think the counselor 
would say? There was a woman like that. 
Her last name was Beethoven. 
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In order to effectively manage our mis
sion programs it is helpful to understand 
our missions efforts and the things that 
they should involve. In looking at the as
pects of our mission programs it is con
venient to divide them into three phases. 
These we shall call the foundation phase, 
the involvement phase, and the manage
ment phase. Investigating all three areas 
will give us a good idea of the strengths 
and weaknesses of our local programs. 

The foundation phase is the time when 
the foundation is laid for the local church 
mission program. It is a function of ini
tiative and is frequently absent since we 
have learned to rely mainly upon response. 
Even when we do become involved with 
the activities of this phase of missions it 
often fails to be with the seriousness that 
a real foundation for a strong program 
demands. 

The foundation phase involves the ac
tivities of assigning a designated group 
of men to be entrusted with the responsi
bility for the mission program, thPn form
ing a philosophy towards mission. ~ork, 
setting some general goals, and wntmg a 
policy statement to reflect the goals and 
philosophy. . 

The most important of these to begm 
with is carefully assigning the respon
sibility. The critical problem of mos~ local 
mission programs is that no one IS re
sponsible. It must be clearly defined to 
all who is responsible and well under
stood that it is a long term and demand
ing job. Deacons should be involved and 
a large congregation will almost certainly 
find it necessary to use a committee. But 
in the end everyone must clearly under
stand who is responsible for what de
cisions. 

Once this is done, a philosophy is to be 
chosen. What is to be the balance between 
domestic and foreign works? Are we in
terested in any special aspects of evan
gelism such as medical evangelism or 
team evangelism? Are we eXpecting our 
missionaries to convert large numbers or 
develop and strengthen small churches? 
Are we interested in following up where 
missionaries have been or in developing 
new fields? These are only some of the 
questions we will want to consider in for
mulating a philosophy. Our philosophy 
will concisely state our general goals, our 
attitude toward reaching those goals, and 
any self-imposed constraints. It is not 
wise to include many, if any, of the latter 
because our program becomes less flex
ible. 

Now we are able to establish some gen
eral goals. These will generally be broad 
goals such as a timetable for selecting a 
field, finding a missionary and a broad 
look at what we expect our mission pro
gram to be like ten years from now. They 
certainly will change as we progress in our 
mission programs but it is important 
to have some direction. 

Having done this, a policy statement 
should now be written. At this early point 
two things are important. The first is to 
form policies which eliminate unnecessary 
work or work which is not in accordance 
with our overall priority of establishing 
a sound mission program. These policies 

Missions 
Management 

(3) 
DALE LUNDY 

will enable us to use our time more effi
ciently. The second is to decide ways that 
we will approach planning o.ur major ?b
jects such as selection of a fteld, selection 
of a missionary raising funds, requests 
for campaign f~nds, and things of this 
nature. 

The policy statement should be detailed 
enough to ensure that we have adequate 
agreement on the direction we are taking 
as we proceed into our missions involv.e
ment. It is a guidebook on how we will 
do things. As such it will obviously 
change. We will occasionally desire to 
change our direction but it is most im
portant that we have a direction. 

The involvement phase is where we be
gin the specifics of becoming. i.nvo~ved in 
particular works. These spec1f1cs mclude 
selecting a field, selecting workers, for
mulating specific goals, and raising funds. 
It is a phase that a growing mission pro
gram will go through many times. Having 
previously laid the foundation ~or our 
entire program we are now laymg the 
foundation for the specific works we shall 
become involved in. 

Many things have been written about 
the mechanics of selecting a field. Mis
sions Management includes the majority 
of these sound ideas. But more important 
than all of them is to realize that we are 
looking forward to a solid missions pro
gram that enjoys congregational .support 
and is successful over a long pertod. We 
need to make our selection of a field con
sistent with these goals. We will of course 
consider all the standard items such as 
the need and give them their proper 
priority. But we will also consider other 
things. For example if our local church is 
especially familiar with Brazil because of 
having had a preacher who worked as. a 
missionary there, then it would be w1se 
for us to give it special consideration. On 
the other hand, the need in some other 
country, say Algeria, might be severe but 
if we have previously supported a work 
there that was a failure we should cer
tainly consider any negative feelings to
ward it that the congregation might have. 
It could be though that our previous ex
perience there combined with a sou~d a:J?
proach with which the congregation Is 
confident might make it wise to return 
there. The most important thing in se
lecting a field is to realize th!lt we ar:e 
selecting a field which we w1ll commit 
ourselves to on a long term basis. 

The desires of the workers we select 
are certainly important also and it may 
happen on occasion that we would choose 
the workers and the field simultaneously. 
This is quite all right as long as we make 

the kind of commitment to the :field that 
will keep us as a supporting church there 
until the job is done, even if the mission
ary has to leave. We will always consider 
the missionary's wishes but we will never 
select a missionary and get a field we are 
not really committed to liy default. 

Much has also been written about se
lecting workers. Again most of these prin
ciples are good ones to undertake when 
soundly managing missions. But the most 
important thing here as well is to select 
workers who will help us achieve our 
goals. The only way to truly accomplish 
this is to select workers with whom we 
can work so closely that their goals and 
ours are one and the same. 

The process of jointly setting specific 
goals for a work, in fact, cannot really 
get underway until the workers have been 
selected. Then the goals set can be more 
specific and should include a detailed 
plan for evangelism and maturing church
es. Everyone involved should become a 
part of the goal-setting process and elders, 
missions committee, and missionaries 
should be in agreement on the final goals. 

Fundraising may be considered both 
here and as a · part of the management 
phase of missions. We need to plan from 
the beginning the amount of money need
ed to support a worker on the field and 
enable him to achieve his goals. A plan 
should be formulated to ensure that ade
quate funds will be available. We often 
say we cannot support an additional work 
when the real truth is that we have simply 
not taken time to figure out how we may 
do it. 

The management phase describes the 
ongoing activity of managing a mission 
work that is in progress. It involves two 
major areas. The first is communication 
and the lack of it is the most serious 
problem with ongoing administration of 
missions programs. Communication first 
of all contributes a great deal toward 
making a mission program good. Then, in 
order to raise the enthusiastic support of 
the congregation they must perceive the 
program as being as good as it really is. 
This cannot be done without effective 
communication. 

The second major area of the manage
ment phase is a well-organized daily man
agement. This includes a number of 
things. One of these is formulating expec
tations of our missions programs and let
ting the local church and the missionary 
know what they are. Sound policy making 
for routine activities is also important. 
This brings consistency to our program 
and prevents much time from being spent 
making decisions again that have already 
been made. 

Long range planning is important in 
this phase as well as in the other. ph~ses. 
The planning that we began e~rher IS a 
continuing thing. It is a good 1dea for a 
local church to have a ten year plan for 
missions. It is the one thing that will help 
us from getting complacent with where 
we are at in our missions programs. 

The mission committee should conduct 
its business so that the elders and the 
congregation have confidence in the mis-

(Continued on page 12) 
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Is Religion Relevant Today? 
The other evening I found myself in an 

unusual situation. I was on the campus 
of a private University as part of a panel 
discussion attended by numerous secular 
students. The topic was, ''Is Religion Rele
vant Today?" The panel was made up of 
six diverse participants. At one end of 
the spectrum was the Dean of the Grad
uate school of Arts & Sciences, who was 
a Scientist. He felt science had gradually 
invalidated the claims of traditional reli
gions. He was not willing to totally dis
miss the "god concept," but he opted for 
an impersonal force in nature, Pantheism 
(god is everything). His cold hearted and 
analytical approach didn't appeal to the 
students. The outspoken agnostic on the 
panel was head of the Literature Depart
ment. He objected violently to everybody's 
views, but when put on the spot he had 
little to offer as an alternative. He claimed 
that the whole concept of God was too 
abstract for him. He said he believed in 
love as a living relation between two peo
ple. A questioning student said our agnos
tic professor's answer was too abstract, 
and asked him to define what he meant 
by the word love. After much hem-hawing 
and stuttering he said, "I mean something 
like the Greek word agape. A total con
cern for the other." I agreed with that 
and pointed out that such a definition of 
agape was far more derived from Chris
tian usage of the term agape than Greek 
sources. The constant antics of this ag
nostic professor seemed to indicate a low 
self esteem, and his drunken manner in
dicated he sought his courage in a bottle. 
The students were a little amused, but 
not heavily persuaded by this man. 

Another panel member was a young 
member of the Universities Religion De-

The Individual vs. the Group 
"Society puts pressure upon the indi

vidual to strive to be an individual, but 
at the same time it presents him with 
stresses he cannot solve as an individ
ual ••.. " (Dr. L. Alex Swan, Chairman 
of the Sociology Department at Texas 
Southern University in Houston, Texas) 
One of the most prominent "tug-of-

wars" going on today is that between the 
individual and the group. This battle rages 
every day among nations, districts, 
schools, companies and people. The ques
tion is this: Do I play the game of life 
by myself, or do I join forces with some
one else? 

The cry of the last two decades has 
been "Be an individual." In fact, sociol
ogist went so far as to call the 1970s the 
"Me Decade." However, this appears to 
be changing soine. In a number of areas 
there seems to be more of an awareness 
of others: of their needs, yes, but more 
basically, of their very existence. A real 
knowledge of another person-who, why 
and what he is-makes a communication, 
a friendship and, thus, some kind of a 
group more of a possibility and a de
sirability. 
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partment. He tried so hard to relate to the 
students that he became ridiculously silly. 
He felt that religion in some vague sense 
was needed, but he wasn't sure what 
particular religion it should be. What he 
believed seemed to depend on the results 
of the latest Gallup Poll. 

On the opposite side of the spectrum 
was a Black Baptist minister, who was 
president of the Western Federation of 
his denomination. He called for a practi
cal application of Jesus' principles to real 
life and thought intellectual discussions 
about God's existence were irrelevant. Like 
many preachers, the power of his com
ments were somewhat diluted by his 
verbal overkill and his rambling speaking 
manner. 

The last participant ·besides myself was 
a Religion Professor and Anglican Priest. 
He was the most interesting participant 
to me personally, since he is the son of a 
church of Christ preacher. Raised up in 
the church he became an agnostic while 
attending one of our Christian colleges 
during World War II. He later went on to 
get a Doctorate from Harvard and became 
an atheist. While working at a hospital 
during the Korean War, an Anglican 
Chaplain got him into the writings of 
C. S. Lewis. This convinced him of the 
reasonableness of the claims of Christian
ity. He went on to study at an Episco
palian seminary and on into priesthood. 
His intellectual bent led him eventually 
into his present position as a Religion 
professor. When he and I once had a 
lengthy discussion, he revealed an inter
esting event in his life. While attending 
the Christian college where he became an 
agnostic, he was exposed to the first edi-

( Continued on page 12) 

ROBERT A. WELLS 

This concept is also true with the 
church. Often we find ourselves consider
ing only our personal relationship with 
God. "I am the important person. Every
thing must be done to meet my whims and 
fancies. Keep me satisfied or I won't come, 
won't give, won't help." While it is true 
that we all stand as individuals before 
God, we must resist the temptation to 
carry this concept too far. 

When we become Christians God places 
us in a group: His family, the body of 
Christ, the church. He therefore expects 
us to function within this group, as part 
of the group. This means that I am no 
longer the only important person. Now 
there are others. All in the church are 
placed there specifically, not arbitrarily, 
by the Father. 

Life within this group always means 
added responsibility. Why? Because there 
are now others to be considered. So it is 
that the Christian has the responsibility 
to try to get to class and the assembly on 
time so that he will not disturb others, 
the responsibility to prepare for class and 
the time of worship so that he can better 
help and encourage others, and the re-

An Easter Rejlectio~ 

The Final Coming 
NORM PETERSEN 

While the Easter season points many 
to the resurrection of Christ, it should 
also point us to another facet of his 
deity-the Final Coming. 

Just as the resurrection proved beyond 
a shadow of a doubt the Sonship of Jesus, 
so it also proves that a final judgment is 
coming. 

The Final Coming of Christ is not an 
issue open for debate. It is a fact already 
established in the mind of God and a 
concept taken for granted by the Biblical 
writers. When men deny the Final Com
ing of Christ today, they do so only to 
their own destruction and to the destruc
tion of those who give them heed. Their 
opposition does not change the fact that 
Jesus is coming. Just because men deny 
facts does not mean that those facts 
cease to exist. 

When Jesus comes for the final time, 
a number of majestic things will occur. 
First, he will reclaim his own-both from 
the grave and from the living. Secondly, 
judgment will be passed upon all men. 
Finally, the kingdom will be returned to 
the Father, and God will become all in 
all. Other things may occur, but these 
will certainly happen. 

Now, seeing that these things are to 
occur, what manner of men ought we to 
be? 

The Bible never encourages us to get 
ready for Jesus' return. It always ad
monishes us to be ready. When Jesus 
comes for the final time, it will be too late 
to get ready. We must always be ready 
for his return . . . for he will come in an 
hour when we least expect it. 

Christian ... Jesus is coming. The res
surrection proves it. Be ready! 
Box 118, Midlothian, TX 76065 

sponsibility to share in the work-load of 
the church so that no one will need to be 
over-burdened. 

The beauty of this group life is that 
while I am watching out for others, 
others are watching out for and showing 
concern for me! So I am greatly bene
fited, for a group of people can provide 
for my spiritual (and physical) needs 
much better than just one: me. Truly, 
blessings come to us as we bless the lives 
of others. 

But remember this: It is not on1y ad
vantageous for me to live and move and 
function within the church-it is God 
ordained. That is where the ultimate pow
er of this group lies. 

Yes, God has long known that the indi
vidual has "stresses he cannot solve as 
an individual." He knows the power of 
people being truly united, and not merely 
in the same place at the same time. May 
we always act in such a way that we 
proclaim the strength, beauty and pur
pose of the church. 
P. 0. Box 98, Kirksville, MO 63501 
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Children and TV: The Parents' Responsibility 

A small three year old, brown haired 
boy comes scampering into the living 
room singing, "Nobody can do it like Me
Donal' can." He stops short, surprised 
to see his daddy sitting on the couch. 
Then a grin flashes across his face and 
pint-sized fists are extended thumbs up
ward. "Heeeyy!" he growls mimicking his 
hero, the Fonz. This true life scenario is 
repeated in some fashion every day in 
hundreds of American homes demonstra
ting just a fraction of the penneating in
fluence of that popular but addictive phe
nomenon called television. 

The mesmerizing effect of television 
upon the American populace can readily 
be illustrated with a few basic facts. As 
reported by the A. C. Nielsen Company, 
the Nielsen ratings researchers, in the 
July 10, 1979, issue of Parade magazine, 
ninety-eight per cent of U. S. households 
own at least one television set. That's 
about 74% million homes. Nielsen also 
notes that the average household has the 
TV on and presumably watched for an 
average of 61,4 hours every day or for 
43%. hours every week. In winter months, 
TV viewing increases, as in February 
of 1978 when the average daily TV view
ing climbed to 7 hours. 

The socializing effect of television can 
be seen in the realization that in most 
living rooms, the central piece of furni
ture around which everything else is 
situated is the television set. A number of 
people rearrange their schedules to ac
commodate certain TV programs like the 
big game, a favorite situation comedy or 
the evening news. 

The children who watch television are 
not immune to its effects. Children con
sume more than half of the TV viewing 
in an average household, 23% hours a 
week. By the time a child graduates from 
high school he will have viewed over 15,-
000 hours of TV, 3000 hours more than he 
has spent in the classroom. 

Nor is it true that children do not 
watch after 8 p.m. It is estimated by the 
authors of Mass Media II, that over 10 
million children watch TV between 9 
p.m. and midnight on a daily basis. As 
children watch, they are inundated with 
commercials, about 5000 a year, not to 
mention violent acts, sexual innuendo, 
hedonistic phiJosophies and strong if not 
obscene language. At an age that most 
people admit is highly impressionable, our 
children are seeing and hearing many 
things which they are at the very least, 
not mature enough to handle. Exposure 
by the media tends to make things ac
ceptable. Thus to a certain extent, this 
acceptability is a distorted view of reality. 

For a few years not many organizations 
have attempted to take action to "cor
rect" what is shown on the media. Organi-

BILLY G. BRANT 

zations such as the National Citizens Com
mittee for Broadcasting and the Parent
Teachers Association exert pressure on 
the networks and individual stations not 
to produce or air those programs that 
are offensive or violent. The PTA has 
even established a toll-free telephone num
ber through which the public can register 
complaints about what is being shown. 
The number is 1-800-323-5177. 

The Joelton Church of Christ in Joel
ton, Tennessee, has also begun its own 
campaign against inappropriate TV pro
gramming. The campaign, called "Clean 
Up Television," is designed to be adapted 
for use by other congregations of the 
Lord's church. 

Yet with all of the discussion and ac
tions focusing on TV, there are major 
implied assumptions that need to be chal
lenged. The first is that TV program
ming is all bad. NO!! Many things on 
TV are good and vi tal. The evening news
casts, documentaries, programs like "Sesa
me Street," "The Electric Company," 
"Hallmark Hall of Fame," "Little House 
on the Prairie," "The Big Blue Marble" 
are just a few notable examples. As in 
anything else, television has its good, 
even excellent, programs as well as its 
bad ones. 

The second assumption is that the 
public has no choice but to view what is 
presented on the TV screen. Again, NO! ! 
No one makes anyone else watch TV. It 
is a voluntary activity. A person does not 
have to watch at all. Herein lies the major. 
problem of the current TV furor. Most 
of the activities to control a child's view
ing of TV are external, i.e. pressure 
exerted on the station or the network, 
when in reality the control should take 
place in the home. The ultimate responsi
bility of a child's viewing habits rests in 
the home, in the hands of the parents. 
God has blessed parents with the gift of 

a child to raise and the parents are re
sponsible for the growth and maturity of 
that child. That responsibility extends to 
what should or should not be viewed by 
that child, no matter how popular or un
popular the resulting decisions may be. 

It has been observed that many parents 
are not even aware of what their children 
do watch or how observant they are. Par
ents need to become more aware of what 
programs their children view and what 
is involved in those programs. 

Parents should consider the following 
six guidelines in an effort to begin exer
cising their responsibility toward TV 
viewing: 

Watch TV with your children. Monitor 
what they actually see and are inter
ested in. Don't assume programs like 
cartoons are safe. Presently on NBC a 
cartoon series called "Flash Gordon" 

(an animated version of the old radio 
and movie serial), portrays very buxom 
women, some of whom are drawn in 
skimpy attire. Sexual allusions are com
mon. 

Explain to the child when things are 
unrealistic (as when Wylie Coyote falls 
off a cliff, gets blown up or smashed 
by falling boulders yet walks away 
merely stunned). Explain how and why 
some things are wrong (such as why a 
married man should not be kissing or 
"dating" another woman). 

Encourage the viewing of good shows, 
as you define good. But also be aware 
of subtle flaws that need to be explained 
such as the father in the The Waltons 
who does not attend church thereby 
giving the impression that only women, 
old people and children bother with 
churcli). 

Consult the TV Guide or local listings 
in newspapers and know ahead of time 
what programs will be coming on dur
ing the week. 

When shows that are inappropriate 
for children are on, take positive action: 
change the channel; have them do some
thing else; suggest other activities like 
homework, games, reading, etc. 

Many times programs are appropriate 
for adults but not appropriate for chil
dren. The adult should make the de
cision . . . not the child. 

There are times when programs are 
on that no one should watch. In that 
case, turn the set off I This is the ulti
mate control and like most things, it is 
always the hardest to do the first time. 

A major theory in Radio and Television 
programming is called Audience Flow. It 
states that American audiences are lazy 
and once the TV set is on, the audience 
will consume almost anything because 
they are too lazy to turn off the set. The 
exercise of the parents' responsibility over 
a child's TV viewing habits is anything 
but lazy. It requires work and action. 
Words and good intentions accomplish 
very little. It is the action, the "doing" 
that makes the impact. 

TV viewing by a child can be a useful 
tool for his learning and entertainment 
if done wisely . • • if parents meet their 
responsibilities. 

Just as we in the church have relin
quished the responsibility of teaching our 
children to the local congregational Bible 
schools and to the public schools, we now 
depend on the networks, sponsors and 
pressure groups to determine what our 
children will watch on TV. Such a situa
tion is alien to the Christian concept and 
ethic. A child's TV viewing is the parents' 
responsibility. 

Box 379, Station A, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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a native of Spain, who has just finished 
the Bay Area School of preaching, has 

Reprints of any single page article appearing in the Firm Foundation 
n.oy be hod for $12.00 per 1000 copies. Orders sma ller than 1000 copies 
not accepted: 

Elders, Church of Christ, Box li'T, I 
Chico, CA 95927 : Bro. Antonio Gonzales, 

just~~~~~~~w~~~g~ ~--~~====================~---~ Basques of Spain and France. His work 
will be supported by the Chico Church. 

Tony spent his first 26 years in Cathol
icism, now he is working in an area not 
far from where he was born, and which 
is 99% Catholic. He speaks five languages 
f luently. He will begin in Bilbo, Spain in 
early March. 
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SOLID FOOD OR STONE SOUP? 

(Continued from page 5) 

mons and bulletins with material on 
preachers and their work. 

I believe the claim that goes "My talent 
is to speak publicly; I am not talented in 
personal evangelism" is a cop out. The 
few souls who are being saved today come 
into Christ mostly as the result of some
one talking to them personally. A preach
er should not feel that it is below his 
level to talk to people about Christ one 
at a time. And, if it is obvious to the peo
ple in the pews that the man who does all 
that talking about Christianity is not in
terested in personal evangelism, this is a 
disastrous blow to any others who may be 
trying to encourage the brethren to do 
this necessary work. The elders should 
lead the deacons, preacher and all others 
in trying to save souls and keep them 
saved. But if this doesn't happen, the man 
who does all that talking in the pulpit can 
encourage the elders to get off their com
placencies and give some examples of how 
not to disobey God by the sins of omission. 
If preachers truly use their paid-for time 
(yes, it is paid for-by people who mostly 
work hard, and whose children go with
out in many cases) seeking to save souls 
and keep them saved by public and per
sonal evangelism, then the elders should 
stand up regularly and exhort the brethren 
not to make demands on the time of this 
soul winner. All the church should rather 
join with the elders, preacher and others 
who lead in doing this first priority work. 

Preachers need to understand that when 
a man is hired to preach in a pulpit, this 
does not mean that God gave him an ex
clusive franchise on the spread of the 
gospel. And just because a man is allowed 
by the brethren to talk to them while they 
remain silent does not mean that the 
speaking he does is important to the ex
clusion of the importance of the words 
and deeds of others. It should humble a 
preacher to realize that he is talking to 
people who cannot talk back. I heard one 
capable preacher proclaim about preach
ers and their work: "I believe that there 
should be a man of God in every com
munity." Now, why did he say that? He 
knew that preachers are not exclusively 
men of God as other religious groups seem 
to claim. The terms "ordained minister" 
and "reverend" are not used among us to 
apply to men as in denominations, but the 
idea rises up. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smafl carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Preachers, put some meat into those 
sermons. The low meat content of some 
sermons these days brings spiritual mal
nutrition. Put solid food on the plate. It 
is fine to tell stories, jokes, illustrations, 
read poems, say long prayers in the ser
mon, etc., but please put some scripture 
in there and explain what it means. Don't 
spread sermons so thin that their value 
disappears. Expound upon enough scrip
ture to give the teachings of the sermon 
divine authority and the hearers some 
Bible knowledge. It is good to elaborate 
on scripture using clarifying devices, but 
there is no need to bring the sermon down 
to near kindergarten level. Give the peo
ple something they can chew on; too much 
pablum is being dished out from pulpits 
these days. In some sermons, as in stone 
soup, a listener can go through all the 
jokes and stories and newspaper clip
pings and whatever and find no meat. 
Perhaps the main problem is that people 
who need it the most don't even know 
what they are missing. They go away 
ignorant of God's word week after week, 
praising the good preacher. But preacher 
of what? That is the question. Entertain
ment in a sermon is fine in keeping the 

audience's attention in order to commu
nicate the real spiritual meat of the 
sermon, but it should not crowd out the 
life-giving meat. 

Tape Ubrary Available for use by mall 
at very low annual cost 
For information YJrite: 

Tape Librarian 
University Church of Christ 

733 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 79601 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 3240120. NO TUITION. 

CHRISTIAN CAMPING AT ITS BEST 
In the hill country between Bandera and Medina 

where YOUTH MEETS GOD. 
BIBLE STUDY, SINGING, DEVOTIONALS, FORUMS, 

SWIMMING, CANOEING, GAMES, CAMPFIRES AND MORE 

One week sessions, June 1-August 23. All 
staff members dedicated Christians. 

CaU Or Write 

BANDINA CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 
P. 0. Box 1228 

ALICE, TEXAS 78332 
Phone (512) 664-7672; 664-3657 

DECIDE NOW 
to en roll in the 

iJoutbrasttrn Jiiblical Jnltitutt 

4 year preacher and teacher training 
to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dal~ McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458·7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 
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MISSIONS MANAGEMENT (3) 
(Continued from page 7) 

sions program. This 1·eally involves a 
composite program of doing all the activi
ties already mentioned: communication, 
planning, and working in a sound, busi
nesslike mannet. 

One final item is involved in the man
agement phase and that is the concept 
known as fai th -ntanagernent. Marvin 
Phillips said, "The church is a business 
and the church is not a bus iness." That 
is, we should apply sound principles to 
running the church's business but we 
must realize that we have an added di
mension that a business does not have 
and that is God. God has promised to do 
exceeding abundantly beyond all t hat 
we ask or think. That means that sound 
management is not the ultimate best way 
of running a church a s i t might be in 
running a business. It is rather the best 
way to raise what we a sk or think to 
greater heights than we have before so 
that God may then be able with us to go 
far beyond t hat. 

A church that Jays an adequate founda
tion for its entire mission program, plans 
carefully its involvement, and manages 
missions to i ts best ability has the ing re
dients for missions solidarity. Now it may 
be objected that we have failed to men
t ion such key ingredients as prayer. This 
is not because Missions Management ig
nores this at all. Missions Management, 
as has been said, is not strictly manage
ment, but is a combination of wise man
agement with Biblical missions principles. 
This includes prayer. 
732 Winding Bend La., Manchester, Mo. 
63101 

IS RELIGION RELEVANT TODAY? 
( Con t inued f r om page 8) 

tions of C. S. Lewis writings, which later 
"converted" him. H e admitted it had no 
impact on him at that t ime. I pointed out 
to him that his exodus from the church 
was more of an adolescent r evolt than in
tellectual odyssey ; since the same objective 
material had different results on him at 
different times. He admitted t his was 
probable. It was also interesting that he 
was one of the writers for the book en
titled, "Voices of Concern," a book of ex
church of Christ members who wrote about 
why they left. In our particular panel dis
cussion, he was obviously far more intel
lectual than the other panel members but 
this seemed to alienate him from mo~t of 
the students. 

PEW CUSHIONS: 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free Estimate: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 
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Personally, I was quite :frustrated with 
the hour and a half discussion. I fe lt the 
moderator took the discussion down sev
eral dead end streets, . and allowed one or 
two participa nts to dominate the discus
s ion. However, I was gratified when the 
students' questions led the discussion down 
more fruitful areas. I was elated at the 
final question of the evening being directed 
at me. The student asked, "How does one 
find God? " This kind of question allowed 
me to unload all my ammunition. I was 
surprised but happy that the s tudents re
sponded to my comments favorably. The 
moderator closed the discussion by a sk
ing how many of the students found 
religion personally relevant in their lives. 
Nearly ninety percent r esponded by rais 
ing their hands. On further questioning, 
it was revealed only half that number 
found "institutional r eligion relevant." Of 
the remaining ten percent nearly all said 
they were agnostics. This shows a pretty 
typical young people's situation today. 
They find the need for spiritual values, 
but are somewhat turned off by tradi
tional religious groups. The others are at 
least questioning the issue and a re not 
closed minded on the question of the 
relevance of God to t heir lives. If we re
main faithful to Jesus' call to be genuine 
disciples, and avoid the pitfall of mun
dane r eligiosity, we can capture this 
moment for our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. ' 
2000 So. Milwaukee, Denver, Colo. 80210 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call : 
M. R. Ph illips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

~,_a_ n -a-Q---a-~-,_-.-u-.!-a-a - a- ~~- ~-.a-a-o-.o.-.c -o -a-a~ ~ 

i CUSHIONS FOR .. 
CHURCH PEWS 

A-t prices you can afford. 
Comfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

,_,U_I_O_O_U_I_II_U_D_I_II_D_tl_ ·-~-~-...-.u-a_D_O_ .-,-,q 

612 N. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 65224 

JUNE 5-7 INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER JUNE 5-7 
SPECIAL WOMEN'S SERIES-CLASSES EVERY HOUR 

Speakers Include: 
Norma Rogers Ol ivia Holt Phyllis Davis 
Joy McMillian Mildred Freeland Debbie Young 

or Housing Call: (317) 244·3974 or 545·0103 

f"id·~mefica Elfa~Jt-lislll 
V/orlishop 
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''HE BROUGHT HIM TO 

Stirring Lessons that take a 
Fresh Look at The Life of Jesus 

his strength through prayer 
his compelling personality 
his stand for truth 
his spontaneous compassion 
his perspective on materials 
his aspirations for the church 
his struggle with temptation 
his strategy toward opponents 
his intolerance of hypocrisy 
his value of one soul 
his crucifixion 
his resurrection 
his animosity toward sin 
his comrade: the Old Testament 
his enshrinement of the servant 

Speakers 
Richard Rogers 
Gordon Ferguson 
Tom Warren 
Larry West 
Neale .Pryor 
Tom Cunningham 
Cline Paden 
Howard Howell 
Helen (Mrs. Norvel) Young 
Bill Snow 
Billy Washington 
Pat (Mrs. Harvey) Starling 
Nick Young 
Joe Glenn 
Jule Miller 
(and more) 

Practical Classes on How 
To Bring Someone to Jesus 

* Three extensive personal work 
seminars (3 hours each) 

* Overviews of two of America's 
fastest growing churches * How-to-do-its for bus, youth, deaf 
and ethnic evangelism * Inspiration for Christian women * Effective use of radio and T.V. 

* Opportunities in mission work * Counsel for elders from an elder * Strengthening the home seminar. 
(3 sessions) 

* Creative Ideas for Bible School 
Teachers 

* Recommendations for small 
churches 

* How to study the Bible (3 hour 
seminar) 

Youth Rally * Inspirational Singing * BOokstore Exhibits 

June 19-22 

UNIVERSITY of RICHMOND 
RICHMOND, VA. 



BOOKS .Jn feview 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

TAMING TENSION. W. Phillip Keller. 
Baker. 224 pp. $4.95. 

The author presents, in language that 
can be easily understood, some basic 
rules for bringing one's life under con
trol and calming the inner explosions. A 
tre~tment of the physical, emotional, 
mental and spiritual sides of life blends 
into a very valuable book. 

THE CHANGING WORLD OF MOR
MONISM. Gerald and Sandra Tanner. 
Moody Press. 590 pp. $11.95. 

In 1972 the Tanners published the great
est exposure of Mormon doctrine and 
practice ever produced. It was the "Bible 
on Mormon Error." Now they have com
pletely r evised that work, updated it and 
reorganized the material into a book that 
is an absolute "must" for every person 
who has to deal with the cult. Research 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thrifty 
Con&regatlon or Christian School 

Please WTite or ca.ll for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. O. Dx 8300 
Wnco, TeXJU 7&i10 

Ed Wilson 
(817) 772-1104 

Jack Evans 
Pra. of S.W. Chfisltln Colltgt 

Terrell, Tun 

is enormous; accuracy is a hallmark; docu
mentation is replete. These former mem
bers of the Mormon Church have done a 
monumental work. This isn't a hate book; 
it is done out of concern for thousands of 
entrapped souls. This reviewer has seen 
nothing else comparable to it in handling 
Mormon doctrine. 

HAPPINESS IS A CHOICE. Frank Mi
nirth and Paul Meier. Baker. 248 pp. 
$4.95. 

A well documented book by two med-

DALRAIDA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Montgomery, Alabama 

will celebrate their 25th anniversary 
with a 

GOSPEL MEETING 

Featuring Jim Bill Mclnteer 
and a Fellowship Dinner 

All former members are invited. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 

Please notify the church if you 
can attend. 

If lodging is needed write to 
the church, Box 3085, 

Montgomery, AL 36109. 

Batsell Barrett Baxter 

Jerry Jones 
Held of Orpl. of Btbll 

l tpscomb Colltgt, N1Vwtlle, Tenn. 

ical doctors dealing with mental health 
and its consequent effect upon physical 
life. Clinically sound and spiritually or
iented, it will provide a lot of help for 
a lot of troubled people. 

10% 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
$200,.000 

Interest Semiannual Coupons 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 31h to 7 years 

and 

$300,000 
10% COMPOUND INTEREST 

BONDS 
Dated Ju ly 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 131h years 

Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more information 
Call Collect 

or Write to: 
Tempe Church of Christ 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

VACATION ChumJn of 81bl1 Drp l. 
Hu du'Wjl Coll19f, Surcy. Ark. 

Theme: DRAWING MEN TO CHRIST ON THE GULF COAST 

For Complete Information Write: 

Southeastern Sou/Saving Works/top 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In tb.lll section $1.00 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregatloDJJ advertising meeting places, preachers see.kiDg work or coo~ga
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Minions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
63{-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORA.DO 802.28 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

{55 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-102{ 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90t. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. IrvlnK St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va.. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0636 
or 9U-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OHA.THA.M. N • .r •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

B.A. Y ..A.B.BA. SCHOOL OF PIREACmNG 
11800 DubllD. Road 

Plea•anton, Oallfonala 941568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Direotor 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UA.J, 
HA.WAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3H9, 
Lihue, HI. 967". 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detwfls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlle7 Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. -344-3760 
Monterrey, Meldcoa Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace:. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
PANORAMA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL needs a prin
cipal and teachers. Excellent opportunity for retired 
man and wife. Grades K-8, low pupil-teacher ratio, 
salary competitive. Beautiful area to Jive, 100 miles 
east of L.A. Contact Trustee Opal Hawes, 714 797-
3122. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
CHURCH BUSES-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 39().9 E. Overton Rd., Dalla.IS\ TX 
75216 (2U) 371-6049. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Job Wanted: 29 year man with family seeking 
employment or information concerning employment. 
Will relocate. Sound in faith, a good addition to 
any local congregation. Call Keith Price 616-834-7975. 

EVANSVILLE. IND., ~ E. JlorgaD Ave.. 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K.-Hart. O~f1cc 4'7'7• 
5271. Bobb7 Wade. HID. 4'16-40G6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
The Hico Church of Christ is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hico, Texas 
76457. 
WA:-::NT=ED=-:-;;.Fu:-:-:ll~ti=-m-e_p_r-ea-c-:h-e-r.-=H=o-u-se-~fu-rn--:-is-:h-ed~. 

San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1782 after 5:00 P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a miasion area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not full support. 
Contact: Church of Christ, 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-6983. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted for established congregation, at
tendance 60 to 65. New building-debt free. Ex
perience preferred, will give consideration to matur
ity and enthusiasm. Westside Church of Christ, Box 
634, Imperial, Nebraska 69033 (308) 882-4218. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 886-5776. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Keith Price 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49827. 
Preacher needed. Beginning in June 1980. A great 
opportunity for the right man. Congregation of over 
two hundred. Debt free. Four Elders, six deacons. 
Preacher's home. With a mind to work for the cause 
of Christ. Send Resume, ask for further information. 
Cornell Ave. Church of Christ, 1019 Cornell Ave., 
Yakima, Wash. 98902. 
Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, Woodland Hills, Ca. 
213-340-5237. Specializing in church building insur
ance. Please phone for a quote. 
Wanted full time preacher. Church without elders 
seeking man with experience and willing to work 
with congregation of 50 in town of 37000. Church 
of Christ, 2103 West College, Grand Island, Nebr. 
68801 or contact Donald L. Skeen, 308-384-8892. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ, Route 10, Box 3040, Nacog
doches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SIL~LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 
"E;.::x~pe-ri-;-e-n-c-ed-;-;Ed:::-:-u-c-a':":ti:-on-a-:l~M::-in-i::-s-:-te-r-, -:B::-.-:-A-. -:i:-n--;:R:-e-::li-:-gl-
ous Education" Desires to locate in the Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Arizona area by June 1st. Age 
32, married, desire is to preach for a congregation, 
or to work as full time Educational minister. Refer
ences available. Contact Hugh Forehand, 601-
373-3961 or 872-2551, Jackson, MS. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Cnll COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home. 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 

BLANK VIDEO TAPE WHOLESALE l To non
profit ministries only. Write to BIBLE VIDEO 
NEWS, Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA 95051. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen advertising, ant! will not 
knowingly take questionable advertising. 
Dot It Is the reader's responslbiUty to ID
vestlgute. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run all unworthy ad. 
As the old sa7lng goes, before you IDve.t. 
lnvestiKatel 

kirk Castleman, Box 91, Kumba, Came
roon W. Africa: After morning classes in 
Cameroon Christian Bible School, I spend 
3 afternoons in village, public preaching. 
With cooperation from brethren here 2 
congregations have started meeting ~d 
1 has revived. One afternoon is spent 
teaching a class at Kumba Prison. Seven 
BCC Offices continue to enroll students 
and report baptisms which we assist. The 
Cameroon Bible Drive seeks to send 5,200 
Bibles for distribution. Our overseeing 
congregation, Oxford Church of Christ 
(Box 3071 Oxford, Ala. 36203) is coordi
nating this effort. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

SPECIAL TOUR 
OF 

HOLY LANDS 
AND EUROPE 

15 DAYS, 
Departing June 16 

JAY SMITH 

WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE 

Phone: 1-615-361-0810 
For thoae outside Tennessee, call 

toll free number: 1-800-251-5949 

WIUIE CATO, 
TOUR LEADER 

3609 General Bate Dr. 

Nashville, Tenn. 37204 

Phone: 1-615-297-7450 
or 1-615-269-4057 

Only $1795 from New York. 

CALL FOR BROCHURE AND MOBE 
INFORMATION. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
15 ENRICHING DAYS 

Two Ways To See The 
HOLY LANDS 

FLY-CRUISE 
JUNE 16-30, 1980 

FLY 
JULY 16-30, 1980 

• JERU SALEM 
• BETH LEHEM 
• JERICHO 
• JORDAN RIVER 
• NAZARETH 

George Bailey 
Clem Thurman 
Dillard Thurman 
Eugene Smith 
Fran k Swain 
John Shero 

VISITING 

ISRAEL, GREECE, TURKEY, EGYPT, JORDAN 
• DEAD SEA 
• MASADA 
• SEA OF GALl LEE 
• CAPERNAUM 
• BETHANY 

• ATHENS 
• CORINTH 
• EPHESUS 
• PERGAMUM 
•ISTANBUL 

LECTURES BY 
Dr. John Willis 
Dr. Herbert Rideout 
Maxie Boren 
Arnold Watson 
Harold Taylor 
Melvin Wise 

Dr. Tom Albright 
Bill Hilton 
Roger Jeal 
Willie Lockert 
Ralph Casey 
Sam Hill 

• CAIRO 
• PYRAMIDS 
• LUXOR 
• PETRA 
•AMMAN 

Don De Lukie 
Winston Atkinson 
David Davidson 
John Green 
Paul Barnhill 
Leo Powers 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOWLER TOURS MEDITERRANEAN-HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHI P TOURS 
JUNE 16·30, 1980 

OVER 1200 

H A PPY PASSENGERS 

HAVE T AKEN 

THESE TOURS! 

13101 PRESTON RD .• # 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 
(214) 387-3081 JULY 16·30, 1980 

___ YES I'm interested! Please send free descriptive brochure. 

Name _________________________ _ 

Address - ---------------------

City ------------ State ------ Zip ___ _ 
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THE ENTIRE CHURCH OF AFGHANISTAN is pictured here. The A~i• 
Amri family has just arrived in Dallas, via India, having escaped the 

communist take-over of their native land. J. C. Choate tells the entire 
story in this issue of the Firm Foundation. It is a heart-rending and at tho 
samo time heart-warming story. Like situations exist in other parts of tho 

world. 
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Oversight 

The Holy Spirit makes men overseers of the local 
church. There is no doubt about that. The Scriptures 
say so. Yet, the number of letters and calls we receive 
indicate that many elders feel that the Holy Spirit has 
set them in a:n office, rather than made them the kind 
of men who can oversee. 

Many elders wonder why members never come to 
them and tell them anything, or ask them about any
thing. The communication gap is a mile wide in the 
average congregation. Why? We are still strongly of 
the opinion that most of it is because elders conceive 
of their task as that of bossing, and are fearful of 
being undermined and having their authority taken 
away if they accept too much input from the members 
of the congregation. Many see themselves and their 
office threatened and they fear a loss of control. 

We wish to reaffirm some things said on this page 
before, and which we believe to be responsible for 
much of the internal trouble in too many congrega
tions of the church. Some elders are ineffective because 
they are demanding and bossy. Others are highly ef
fective because their goal and objective is to take 
advantage of all the information and input that is 
available, and make their decisions on that basis, for 
the common good of the congregation. 

Elders must realize that the church is composed of 
people just like themselves who have ideas and 
thoughts of their own, and who are interested in input 
and in being involved in problem-solving. 

How an elder "rules" is a reflection of what he 
sees in his own mind. If he sees the members as a 
hostile lot, just waiting for a chance to upset and de
throne him, he is miserable himself, an defensive and 
secretive in everything he does. The suggestions and 
wishes of others are seen as . a threat. They are re
sisted with vigor. It all breeds rebellion and strife. And 
the church suffers, even if it does not split. Elders 
often project the fears, inferiority complexes and bad 
experiences of the past into the present and the future. 
In so doing they inhibit their own ability to get co
operation and production from those they propose 
to oversee. Eiaers must not become self-demonstrating 
supervisors or church bosses, looked up to by those 
they should be serving. 

There is a wide range of difference between an 
elder who insists upon his right to call the shots, and 
in one who is sensitive to the input of those whose 
work he manages, and over whose souls he exez:cises 
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the oversight. A good elder wisely chooses to listen, 
rather than lean on, the people. Instead of becoming 
incensed that members should get out of their places 
and offer suggestions, the elder who does not see him
self threatened and is not fearful of a loss of control, 
will listen. · Then he will use his good judgment to 
decide the issue. 

There are going to be changes in method and ap
proach as times change. Dictatorial elders find them
selves unable to accommodate change. They are those 
who say, "We have always done it this way." Elders 
who are genuinely interested in the members' ideas 
for change are able to work out solutions to local 
church problems and keep the sheep together. 

Those elders who are insensitive to the input of the 
congregation, and who feel obligated to protect their 
authority, cannot cope with church problems. They 
precipitate a church split, which they, of course, al
ways blame on "the other side." The real reason for 
many a church split is an insensitive eldership-elders 
involved in building personal defenses around their 
position of authority. Invariably this syndrome de- ~ 
velops into a protecting and punishing posture rather 1 
than an overseeing role. 

A power structure in the eldership results in man
agement-by-manipulation. My will, my wish, my want 
be done. Almost without exception we have seen this 
sort of situation degenerate into a chaos of vicious
ness. Diotrephes will insist on his preeminence. God 
bless elders who are sensitive to feed-back and inter
play rather than constriction and control. 

Suppressive supervision will inevitably take its toll 
on the church, and perhaps the greatest tragedy will 
be that elders who insist on calling the shots will 
always blame someone else. It isn't the "grab that ~ 

rope: tote that bale" concept of oversight that makes 
people want to work together. 

We suspect that all authoritarian elders suffer from 
poor self-image, and attempt to cover it up by using 
authority as a compensating device. Oversight is not 
something you can exercise with a whip. An elder is 
not a boss. He is a servant. He will get cooperation 
when he gives it. He is not in a position to be de
manding. He is an overseer; not a boss. 
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GLEN ELLIOTT 

A keen sense of urgency is nearly always associated with 
things of great personal importance, whether it be hastening 
to a sports event in order to get a choice seat; or hustling to 
get ready for a wedding on time; or even hurrying to get your 
wife to the hospital before the baby is born. In all of these 
examples, the one common ingredient is a sense of urgency. 
This urgency may be motivated by a compelling sense of excite
ment as in the case of the sporting event; or it may be mo
tivated by unswerving devotion to loved ones as in the example 
of the wedding; or it may even be motivated by an impending 
sense of anxiety or fear as may be the case when rushing to 
the hospital. 

Regardless of the situation, there is motivation sufficient 
to arouse in the individual a sense of urgency. Motivation is 
the factor that impels a man to go beyond where his talents 
and abilities would normally take him. Motivation is the factor 
which has been decisive in men and women who have overcome 
seemingly impossible obstacles. Motivation will make a man 
a success, while the lack of motivation will result in inevitable 
failure. Through motivation a man will climb the heights of 
success, while through complacency a man will not even achieve 
that which is easily within his gra!jp. 

While we certainly understand the value of motivation, we 
may fail to put it into practice in our spiritual lives. As God's 
children, we should be the people with the greatest enthusiasm, 
the greatest purpose, and the greatest motivation of all the 
people on the earth. Ideally, this motivation should come from 
within; from a deep, close, personal relationship with Jehovah 
through prayer and a diligent study of the Bible. We must also 
understand that we have a duty to encourage and instill motiva
tion in the lives of other children of God. 

As in the sporting event, so also in the church, there should 
be a sense of excitement as we come to the house of God. 
Looking at the church today, we may well ask, "Where has 
the vigor and enthusiasm gone?" Before we can deal with this 
question, we must examine the attitude that we have when 
we come to worship services. Are you motivated by a sense of 
excitement as you look forward to the fellowship? Many who 
leave public worship with feelings of discontent and unfulfill
ment tend to blame the preacher, or the song leader, or the 
other members in general for their despondency. 

Sometimes the problem is much closer than we think: it lies 
within the heart of each individual. If we come to worship ser
vices merely for selfish reasons and never reach out to en
courage, console, or lift up a brother or sister, we will soon feel 
like services have become less meaningful-less fulfilling- less 
exciting. Why? Because it is more blessed to give than to re
ceive. The Hebrew writer said in the context of public worship, 
" ... let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds " This must be our attitude toward services if 

we wish to retain the excitement and meaningful fellowship 
that we all need. 

Our worship is somewhat reciprocal in nature: we get out 
of it what we put in it. As we extend the hand of fellowship to 
others, we become, like David of old, excited to come to the 
house of God. 

Another motivating factor may be seen in the example of 
the wedding. Love is the purest motive. It was because of love 
that God sent his only Son to die on our behalf. Since "God is 
love" we who are his children ought to be motivated by love to 
serve him. As the date for the wedding approaches, the anxious 
bride feverishly prepares for the coming ceremony. It was love 
that brought her to this moment, and it will be love which will 
see her through the little problems which seem to be so over
whelming. 

Similarly, it is love which provides us the motivation to pre
pare to meet the Lord in worship services. Likewise, it is 
love which will help us overcome the obstacles which Satan 
will throw in our path to prevent us from keeping our appoint
ment with God. Love will provide us with a sense of urgency, 
not unlike the excitement of a sports event. Love will impel us 
to arise, prepare, and arrive early to greet others and make 
them feel welcome. Love is such a dynamic motivating force 
that Paul referred to it as " ... the perfect bond of unity." 

Finally, we all remember times wherein we were motivated 
by fear. As the husband fearfully hurries his wife to the hos
pital at the time of delivery, so also should the sinner hurry 
to make his life right with God. Fear is not an evil thing as 
some suppose, but at times is necessary to motivate a person 
to obey the gospel. The apostle Paul said, " ... knowing the fear 
of the Lord, we persuade men ... " Godly sorrow would certainly 
involve a sense of remorse for standing in opposition to the 
will of God and a sense of fear or guilt at the outlook of in
curring the wrath of God. The urgency generated by such a 
fear is seen in the examples of conversion found in the book 
of Acts. They immediately obeyed the gospel and were baptized 
for the remission of their sins. 

Yes, there will be a sense of urgency attached to every
thing of great personal importance. This being the case, do 
you feel a strong compeling urgency to worship God at every 
given opportunity? Do you feel an unquenchable desire to 
communicate with God in prayer every day? Or, do you long for 
the word of God like a baby longs for milk? If you do not feel 
this sense of urgency, it may be that you lack sufficient mo
tivation. Consider prayerfully your need to initiate fellowship 
and excitement, to share your love, and to demonstrate your 
reverence and fear of God. Right now decide: which will it be? 
Urgency or complacency? 

Box 64, Eudora, KS 66025 
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A Lonely Woman Just Called 
I have just hung up the phone. The lady 

who called had never seen or met me be
fore; I know noth.ing of her beyond what 
our telephone conversation revealed. The 
principal thing I learned about her was 
t hat she is heart-broken and lonely- ter
r ibly lonely. 

Mrs. Smith (not her real name) is a 
widow. Her husband d ied only two weeks 
ago, and she is alone and fr igh tened by 
all the dec is ions a nd adjustments t hat 
must be made in her life. Mrs. Smith is 
not unique, for there are f ive million wom
en, aged 65 or more, who live alone in the 
United States. Many of these women have 
had to make the same hard decisions and 
adjustments in their lives th at Mrs. Smith 
is making now. Only God and those women 
who have experienced a similar ordeal can 
understand what she is going through. 

Heaven's Concern for the Widow 
From the earliest of Bible times, the 

widow has been identified as one for 
whom God has great compassion. "A 
father of t he fatherless, and a judge 
(protector , RSV) of the widows, is God 
in his holy h abitation" (Ps. 68:5) . "Pure 
religion ahd undefiled before our God a nd 
father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world" (J ames 
1:27) . 

Under the Old Covena nt , special laws 
of mercy were enacted for t he sake of 
widows. When the Hebrews har vested 
their f ields, they were to leave some grain 
and fruit for the widows to glean. At the 
end of every third year, the people of God 
were to lay aside a tithe for the sake of 
the Levites, sojourners, orphans, and wid
ows. Several Old Testament passages 
point to t he severe attitude God would 
take toward a nyone who dared oppress or 
harm t he widow. 

Under the New Covenant, widows have 
continued to be of special concern to t he 
Lord. In the church at Jerusalem, there 
was a "daily ministration" to t he needs of 
i ts widows. When some problems arose in 
connection with t his ministry, seven spe
cially qualif ied men were set over it t o 
see to its efficient management. That it 
took seven men to administer indicates 
something of the major proportions of 
this work among the earliest Christians. 
Paul was moved by the Holy Spirit to 
give cer tain regulations which serve to 
distinguish those widows who should be 
cared for by their relatives from those 
whom t he church ought to "enroll" and 
supply a ll their needs. 

How We Can help 
It may be that we are neglecting wid

ows in the present-day ministry of the 
church. A few congregations h ave set up 
programs to care for widows after the 
manner described in 1 Timothy 5. Many 
others are sensitive to the needs of such 
individuals and assist them in various 
ways without being r esponsible for their 
full suppor t. Thank God for such good 
works ! 
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However, it is likely true that many 
more widows among us need attention, 
compassion, and love more than they need 
money. Social Security, pension programs, 
insurance benefits, and well-planned es
tates may be providing them shelter, food, 
and medical care. In such cases as these, 
the biggest problem is not poverty but 
loneliness. And with just a bit more 
thoughtfulness from the rest of us, these 
people can be a ided in theit· attempts to 
reorganize their lives following the shat
tering experience of losing a companion. 

The iady who phoned me never once 
mentioned anything which even hinted of 
worry about financial matters. She was 
simply lonely. There are some things we 
can do to help these people. 

First, don't be too busy for them. If 
possible, attend the funeral service when 
a woman suffers this great loss. More 
important still, pay her special attention 
at church services, drop by to see her a 
time or two during those f irst few weeks 
of loneliness, and use your telephone to 
check on her occasionally. If she should 
happen to call you, let something else 
wait ; she is probably very blue, and her 
call to you means that she thinks you are 
a friend who will care and try to under
stand. 

Second, try to help widows f ind use
f ul things to do which will put them in 
contact with others and help get their 
minds off their grief. The last few months 
may have had them tied to a sickroom and 
isolated them from normal activities. Help 
them move back into the larger world. See 
that they have transportation to all the 
services of the church ; perhaps a group of 
women in similar circumstances can work 
together to keep up th e clothing room, 
post attendance records, make visits to 
hospitals and nursing homes. 

Third, don't be condescending. Pray for 
widows; check on their needs; try to get 
them involved in service activities. But 
don't patronize them. They need positive 
encouragement, not pity. 

Some Suggestions to a Lonely Sister 
When all has been said and done, how

ever, it is the lonely sister herself who 
must ultimately-with the strength of 
God and the help of loving brothers and 
sisters in the church-deal with and over
come that terrible loneliness. Here are the 
things I tried to emphasize to the lady 
who just telephoned me. 

First, try to realize that you a1·e not as 
alone as yon feel. In anticipation of being 
forsaken by his apostles when he was be
trayed, Jesus told them, "Behold, the hour 
cometh, yea, is come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall 
leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me." He would 
be alone, but not alone; he would be with
out companionship, yet in the most blessed 

of companionships. Life circumstances 
serve to put us in similar situations at 
times. W e feel terribly, terribly alone. Yet 
we can remember in those solitary times 
that nothing is able to separate us from 
the Jove of God. 

Then, too, there are godly Christian 
people who are wiJJing to open their hearts 
to help someone bear the burden of lone
liness. Give these people a chance to do 
what they are desirous of doing. Don't 
withdraw from them and create a situa
tion where their attempts to help you are 
negated by your self-imposed isolation. 

Second, confide youT pain and loneliness 
to a t1·usted friend. After all, "A friend 
loveth at all times; and a brother is born 
for adversity" (Prov. 17 :17) . You have 
friends whom you love; you would want 
them to let you help them if the situation 
were reversed. 

In the case of Mrs. Smith, I suggested 
that she call a close friend of hers and 
go out to dinner \vith her ton ight. She 
promised that she would and seemed to 
feel better about herself in realizing that 
she had someone she could call on and 
know that she would care. And then there 
was the new friend she was making 
through her telephone call. I suspect we 
wiJJ have occasion to talk again. 

Third, cl1·a,w close to God. God does not 
a llow pain into human experience to crush 
and consume his creatures; he a llows it 
only because it can be of benefit to t hem. 
And one of the blessings which comes of 
e,xperiencing weakness and sorrow is a 
greater sense of need for the divine pres
ence in one's life. 

It is always true that God "is not far 
from each one of us." But under some 
circumstances we do not sense or seek his 
presence; we neglect to draw near to him. 
When adversity comes, however, it is dif
ferent; then we realize how much we need 
our God and how empty we are \vithout 
him. It was Paul's suffering that taught 
him the sufficiency of divine grace and 
caused him to lean on God's strength 
r ather than his own. Will your suffering 
teach you the same lesson ? Or will i t be 
mere pain which issues in bitterness ? You 
alone can determine whether your loneli
ness draws you closer to God or becomes 
a gulf between you and him. 

Conclus ion 
Today has been a very lonely day for 

Mrs. Smith. With an increased aware
ness of God's presence to help her through 
this difficult time, tomor row can be bet
ter. I pray that it wiJI be. "Now the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in hope, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 15 : 
13). 

May God help those of us who have not 
experienced the grief and bereavement of 
the Mrs. Smiths of the world to be sym
pathetic to their loneliness and to help 
t hem bear lheir burden. 

2206 HiJJsboro Road, NashvilJe, TN 37212 
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Aziz Amri and Family: 

From Kabul, Afghanistan to New Delhi to Dallas 
With all that has happened in Afghan

istan, perhaps brethren would be inter
ested in knowing that while this has been 
going on Brother Aziz Amri and family 
were there. On January 4, 1980 they were 
able to come to New Delhi. But let me give 
you the story behind that trip. 

In 1962 Aziz was sent to the States by 
the Government of Afghanistan for train
ing in mechanical engineering at Okla
homa State University at Stillwater. 
While there he came across several reli
gious groups, which to him, being a 
Muslim, was very confusing. They all 
claimed to accept the same Bible but all 
taught differently. The director of the 
Bible Chair at the church of Christ told 
him about a friend of his in Kabul, Af
ghanistan, Bob Stewart. At this time Aziz 
was unmarried, but was engaged and his 
future wife had met Bob and Nina Stewart 
even before his return to Afghanistan. 

In 1964 Aziz returned home. He worked 
as a teacher for a while in the Afghan 
Institute of Technology (AIT). Later he 
got a job as Transport Director with 
UNICEF, and was sent to India for three 
months to study the various UNICEF 
projects with the idea of doing some of 
the same projects in his own country. 
While in Bombay he met Joshua Goo tam 
and enrolled for their Bible correspondence 
course. Of course, even before this, he 
and his fiancee visited often with the 
Stewarts, and in the summer of 1965 Aziz 
was baptized; and in August they were 
married. 

Bob and Nina left in 1966 and Aziz con
tinued with his job until February 1967. 
At the same time Bob and Nina were 
trying to locate a scholarship for Aziz 
so that he could go to the States and 
study the Bible. He had no background in 
God's word whatsoever and he was in a 
country where religious freedom was not 
allowed. In the beginning he had planned 
to go to Germany but finally he decided 
that it would be better to go to the 
States. York College gave him a schol
arship, so in February 1967 he and his 
wife and baby girl left Afghanistan for 
the U.S.A. 

Aziz attended York College for one 
semester, supporting his family during 
this time by working as a dishwasher. 
But knowing more people at Stillwater, 
he returned to Oklahoma State Univer
sity and obtained his B.S. degree in 
mechanical engineering. In 1970 he and 
his family moved to Dallas where for 
two years he attended the Preston Road 
School of Preaching. During this time his 
wife was converted, so now they had a 
Christian home. They were supported by 
the White Rock Church of Christ in Dal
las, and after graduation he translated the 
books of Luke and Acts into Farsi the 
language of Afghanistan, to be printed 
in Iran. 

Loving his country, and wanting to 
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help it, he and his wife and four children 
(three of whom were born in the United 
States) returned to Kabul in 1973. Almost 
from the beginning there was one political 
upheaval after the other. This made their 
living situation very difficult. For the 
first three months he had no work-hence 
no income. Then in August he was hired 
by International Afghan Mission as man
ager of their Medical Mission warehouse. 
He stayed with that until 1977. Applying 
for a job with different ones, he finally 
received a call from the American Em
bassy in September, 1977 and began work
ing there as a supply clerk. 

While this was going on, he did some 
Bible translation work. He first translated 
1 John and Genesis, then Matthew through 
Philemon in the New Testament. He also 
did some translation and radio work with 
a religious group that mostly dealt with 
parables and general teachings of Christ. 
The purpose of the program, aired over 
Radio Seycheles, was to acquaint the peo
ple of Afghanistan with Jesus and his 
word. He did over 100 programs. 

In the winter of 1975 Bob and Nina 
Stewart visited again with the Amri fam
ily in Kabul. This was a source of great 
encouragement to them. Now keep in 
mind that, although this was the Amri 
family's own country, they were living 
in a land of some 17,000,000 people where 
almost every soul was a Muslim. That 
meant no freedom of religion, no tolerance 
of others and their religious convictions, 
especially by their own people, their own 
family members. Although trying to do 
something to represent the Lord and his 
cause (such as translating the scriptures, 
and translating and recording some radio 
programs) still for the most part they had 
to keep secret the fact that they were 
Christians. They had to be very careful 
about keeping the Bible and other Chris
tian books in their home. Even when I 
sent them books on two or three occasions, 
the postal people called Aziz in and ques
tioned him as to who was sending Chris
tian literature. Had it become known that 
they were Christians the local people, even 
their own family members, would have 
killed them. 

Of course, it would be easy for us to 
say that they should have let their people 
know outrightly that they were Chris
tians, but I wonder what we would have 
done had we been in that kind of situation. 
Here was a family without years of 
Christian upbringing and training, having 
been converted out of the religion of 
Islam, in a country where the people were 
hostile toward their own people becoming 
Christians. In their minds they were try
ing to do something and they reasoned 
that it was better to do it that way than 
to be killed and for that to be the end 

of their usefulness in any sense to the 
Lord ~nd his cause. As for worship, they 
worshipped as a family in their own home. 
~ey a~so met with various foreigners 
m the city to read the Bible from time to 
time. 

But with the coups, and the politics of 
the country becoming communistic, some 
members of the White Rock church in 
Dallas sent word to the Consulate Section 
of the American Embassy in Kabul that 
Aziz and his family should come to the 
States. At first Aziz had no thought of 
leaving, although he appreciated the in
vitation. He thought that a passport would 
be out of the question. Then one day 
some of his Afghan friends at the Ameri
can Embassy told him that passports were 
being given. So he finally went through 
all the red tape, paid $800 for one pass
port, which was issued several months 
later. Two hundred thousand people were 
seeking passports at that time and they 
were being given because the government 
needed the money. 

Next he applied for permission to go to 
India and the Prime Minister at that 
time, Hafizullah Amin, asked that it be 
given. Then he had to get a visa to India, 
and a tourist visa for three months was 
given with no problem. 

In spite of the fact that Russian troops 
had moved in, with the government being 
Communist, with a war going on, with his 
having been put in jail for four days and 
tortured to try to force him to say that 
he was working for the CIA, he and his 
family still were ·able, with plane tickets 
sent by friends in the White Rock church 
to leave Kabul on January 4, 1980 to come 
to New Delhi. They had to leave behind 
everything they owned. 

On arriving in New Delhi, the Amris 
found a cheap hotel, rented one room 
for their whole family of six, and remained 
there for some days. One of the members 
of the White Rock church had given him 
Sunny David's address and so he got in 
contact with him. In the meantime we 
were contacted back in Winona, Missis
sippi to see what we might do. I then sent 
a telegram to Brother David, asking him 
to invite Aziz and his family to stay at 
our place, and so he did. 

Aziz and family have been working on 
visas to enable them to go to the States 
to be with the White Rock brethren in 
Dallas. Because he had worked with the 
American Embassy in Kabul, because their 
three youngest children are American 
citizens, and because the brethren back 
there in the States pleaded their case with 
the U.S. Government, they have been given 
visas. On Tuesday morning, March 4, they 
left New Delhi for the States, exactly 
two months after coming here. 

I found the Amri family to be very fine 
people. They posed no problem to us or 
the work, but rather helped in various 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Real Joy of Service 
MARK WOODWARD 

Our fantasies of working as missionaries in the shadows 
of castles, the Alps, and Beethoven, of sharing our faith with 
searching Germans while munching on weinerschnitzel and 
drinking apfelsaft, were all quickly dispersed within days of 
our landing at the airport in Munich. The cold, drizzly day 
turned out to be the rule and not the exception, everything we 
tried to say proved an embalTassing game of charades, and 
we were constantly lost on the streetcars. Our preparation and 
training had warned us how we were going to feel, but the 
reality of living in a foreign country was a shock. At the-end 
of our first two years in Germany, we looked back and agreed 
that the challenge to our self-confidence was perhaps the great
est problem with which. we had been forced to struggle. 

Our first lesson in humility came the first Sunday in Munich, 
when, after leaving the U.S. as a special kind of celebrity among 
relatives, friends, and our supporting churches, the German 
church not only did not know who we .. were, what we were there 
for (thought we were tourists), but could not even pronounce 
our names. (Woodward turns into Vootvaat.) 

Then my wife of five months and I, both suffering from a 
good bit of insecurity, had our first real argument over which 
end of the streetcar to get in on, if you have not already bought 
a ticket. (She was right, by the way.) But things looked better, 
when, after four months in language school, the congregation 
asked me to lead singing. When I announced No. 555 ( a fairly 
difficult combination of sounds in German), one older brother 
on the front row leaned over to Sherry and said, "I wish he 
would speak German!" 

The language, strange customs, unfamiliar manners, different 
morals, the sudden drop in the value of the dollar, all of these 
major factors and myriad of insignificant incidents conspired 
to humiliate, depress, and discourage us from carrying the good 
news to the German people. And they succeeded! But, as the 
Lord typically works, he took us at our lowest moment, when 
we realized our helplessness, and began to show us his strength. 

In the fall of 1973, Sherry and I, along with two other 
couples, moved to Hannover, a city of 600,000 people who had 
never heard the gospel. We felt comfortable now with the 
German language, had two years of good experince with the 
German church in Munich, and we just knew that the Lord 
was going to bless our efforts with visible success. 

At first we tried meeting in our apartments, but soon found 
out that ''house churches" were incompatible with the German 
mentality. After about two months, we were able to rent the 
ground level of a large house in Hannover. And now we knew 
we were just on the threshold of a shower of blessing from 
the Lord. 

It did not worry us too much that the first few weeks saw 
no visitors in our services, in spite of the many visits we had 
made and the invitations to worship which we had extended. We 
six adults and -the one baby in the group had some meaning
ful services-in German, of course, in case a visitor came. We 
knocked on the 200 doors in our immediate neighborhood and 
personally distributed about 10,000 pieces of literature. Still 
no one came. 

After seven months in Hannover, we attempted an open house. 
We invited Dieter Alten, a very experienced German preacher, 
to spend the day with us. Posters, displays and bulletin boards 
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for our small building were made. Public advertising informed 
the community of our plans. Fifty chairs were purchased, and 
refreshments for eighty were made. When the first visitor 
walked in the door, we all knew that this was the beginning of 
a great work. When the day was over, we had twelve visitors. 
None of them showed any further interest or ever came back. 

May, 1974 brought our first campaign group to Hannover. 
For nine months the six of us had been worshiping alone. 
Literally, we were crying out, "How long, Lord?" and praying 
that our campaign would be successful. 

About the third evening a young Briton and a German 
girl strolled hand in hand to our services. They had read our 
very small but costly advertisement in the newspaper. And the 
next meeting a seemingly religious German college student 
also came to our services. He had found one of our handbills 
on the floor in the school cafeteria and wanted to see what kind 
of new American cult we were. Cults were his hobby. 

Six months later David and Michaela Krstic became the first 
two people baptized in Hannover. Michaela has since brought 
her two sisters to the Lord, one of whom has won two others. 
·David now preaches occasionally and they both teach classes 
for the church. 

Rainer Trillmich was baptized two weeks later in an icy 
lake. He met a young lady in his dormitory, led her to Christ 
and then married her. His wife Christine then won her best 
friend Heike. 

The Lord DID bless his work. The church has an attendance 
now of about 35, a very active children's work, a youth group, 
and the only cradle roll in Germany. But the Lord taught us 
that he is not on our time schedule or confined to our ideas 
of success. Without a doubt, he will bless, if we will .trust and 
wait patiently on him. 

Only the physician who battles for the life of his patient, 
sometime winning and sometimes losing, knows the exhilaration 
and the dejection that a missionary feels. 

One evening after services, I pled with a man whom we had 
baptized four months earlier, trying to persuade him to remain 
true to his decision. Gunter, however, had changed his mind 
about the necessity of baptism, and nothing that I could say 
would prevent him from leaving us. After several hours of in
tense discussion and Bible study, we rose to go home. Gunter's 
decision to leave the church was firm. As I very sadly started 
toward the door, Heike Bohne, who had been listening to the 
entire discussion, came to me and said, "Mark, I want to be 
baptized. I want to be a Christian." The two-edged nature of 
God's word, while seeming to sever one child from the family, 
was in the same instant giving birth to another. Heike and 
Gunter illustrate the life-and-death- struggle that the missionary 
constantly faces. 

Heike met a young "man the day after her baptism and felt 
like the Lord had led her to him to win him for Christ. Over 
the next few months, they fell in love and became engaged, 
but he showed less and less interest in Heike's faith. Then 
Heike herself began to fail in her struggle, and eventually she 
quit meeting with us. For eight months she not only stayed 
away from us, but was very critical of the church. 

Then one Sunday, she appeared in the worship service quite 
unexpectedly. We invited her for lunch, where she said, ''I've 
broken my engagement; I want to come again." I said, "Why, 
Heike?" And she replied, "I thought I could forget my faith 
in Christ. I tried to, but, in the end, my faith was stronger." 
Life had again triumphed over death. 

We lost more battles than we won. But the joy of seeing 
those saved from death, our children in the Lord, preaching, 
teaching, ministering, winning others-this is the joy of eternal 
life, the joy of the missionary for Jesus Christ. 

Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111 
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Missions 
Management 

(4) 
DALE LUNDY 

We earlier divided missions in a local 
church into three distinct phases we called 
foundation, involvement, and management. 
Of these three the first is the most im
portant, since it usually determines the 
real success of the other two both im
mediately and over a period of years. 
Four main things are done during this 
phase: selecting men to receive respon
sibility, formulating a mission philosophy, 
setting general goals, and writing a policy 
statement. 

One thing needs to be said to begin 
with. Ail these activities need to be done 
formally and written down. The philos
ophies, goals, and policies should be dis
tributed. It is true that every successful 
church has done these things but that 
they have often been done informaiiy. 
That works for awhile. But as for respon
sibility and personnel changes in the local 
church there is usually little continuity 
and outstanding mission programs run a 
high risk of dwindling into mediocrity. 
The final measure of missions success is 
not in terms of years but in terms of tens 
of years. 

Clear definition of responsibility is vi
tally important to a strong mission pro
gram. It also is the most difficult thing 
facing a church organized along a New 
Testament pattern. However, a look at 
scripture and sound management princi
ples can dispel these difficulties. Not only 
do the difficulties apply to missions but 
equally as well to any well organized 
program of the church where it's neces
sary that responsibility be delegated. 

The most often-experienced problem 
occurs when elders feel that they must 
personally make every decision in regard 
to mission programs. Now it is essential 
that the person in charge of missions in 
the local church be an excellent organizer, 
an effective communicator, and one who 
makes things happen. Most often it oc
curs that either no elder has all these 
qualifications or, as is usuaiiy the case, 
an elder who is devoting his proper time 
to shepherding the flock of God will not 
have the time. But an elder may take 
charge anyway because it is supposed to 
be done and continuity vanishes because 
the proper ingredients for a solid pro
gram are not there. 

Now the Bible does give elders respon
sibility. There can be no argument about 
this. But experienced managers realize 
that being responsible for a job does not 
mean that you perform every activity or 
make every decision yourself. In fact try
ing to do that is a poor long range choice 
for effectively carrying out your respon
sibility. An important key to effective 

management is wise delegation. Whether 
you manage a computer room, a print 
shop, or something else, delegation is im
portant. And the larger and more com
plex the church becomes the more essen
tial it is there. But just as the president 
of A. T.& T. relinquishes no responsibili
ty for sound management of the corpora
tion simply because he does not personaiiy 
supervise the installation work force of 
each city, so elders give no responsibility 
up through delegation. In fact, in that way 
they shoulder their responsibility more 
wisely. 

But the objection may be raised that 
this gives the authority of elders to mem
bers of a missions committee or to dea
cons. But there is a specific difference 
not to be overlooked. Sound business man
agers appointed by the stockholders and 
board of directors delegate responsibility 
to subordinate managers to fulfill specific 
roles. Elders similarly derive their au
thority from Christ and the willing sub
mission of the congregation. They may 
assign responsibility and authority to 
others without relinquishing their final 
authority and responsibility. In fact, as 
good stewards of God's flock, they must 
do this. 

But is it then a scriptural concept? 
Most certainly, and one case will suffice 
to answer the objection. We have no in
dication that the church in Acts 6 had yet 
ordained elders but it seems apparent 
that the apostles themselves fulfilled this 
function in the interim. Yet they did not 
deem it necessary to become personaiiy 
involved overseeing a particular problem 
area or even in selecting the men to do so. 
Rather deacons were selected who were 
put in charge of the job. That simply 
means that they had both responsibility 
and authority. It is no more scriptural to 
contend that responsibility lies solely with 
the elders than it is to deny them the 
authority that they do possess. 

Perhaps the best approach is to assign 
a committee of men to be in charge of the 
local mission program similar to the ap
proach just discussed concerning the be
nevolent problem. It is generaiiy wise for 
communications purposes that an elder be 
on the committee but it is essential that 
the chairman of this committee be a per
son who can plan, anticipate, delegate, and 
act decisively. The success or failure of the 
program rests on his shoulders. Likewise 
each member must be one who can accept 
and carry out responsibility and who has 
the ability to think ahead. 

It is clearly imperative from any stand
point that the final result be a universal 
understanding of who has responsibility, 
authority, and accountability for missions 
success, and that the elders respond prop
erly as upper level managers to keep 
the missions program on course. 

Formulating a mission philosophy is 
the next step. It may be even more im
portant for a local church to have a 
mission philosophy than it is for a mis
sionary to have one. The philosophy gives 
direction to our goals. Our major goal is 
not optional. We are to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel and that is 

(Continued on page 12) 

"It Is God's Will" 
CHARLES F. PORTER 

This phrase is being used completely 
out of its biblical context by many Chris
tians today. It is an excellent phrase when 
used in the proper context. The problem 
is that many times it is used in an im
proper and unscriptural way. Christians 
use this phrase but do not consider the 
main concept we are supporting. •(To use 
the phrase in an all-inclusive way is to 
suppport the concept of predestination.) 

Our usage of the phrase, "It is God's 
will," many times gives the impression 
that God directs every aspect of our lives 
without our having any personal control, 
choice or decision making ability. This is 
belief in predestination. Christians oppose 
the teachings of predestination because it 
makes God a partial being, a respecter of 
persons. The scriptures support the im
partiality of God, thus he does not direct 
the individual happenings of our lives. 
His word is a guide to our lives insofar 
as we are willing to allow it to be our 
guide. 

Think of how and when we use the 
phrase: 

In cases of illness, we use it to explain 
away the tragic loss of a loved one. 

In cases of accidents, we use the phrase 
and do not allow or account for the human 
factor of error. 

When there is a change of life plans, 
we use the phrase and do not account 
for the factor of human achievement or 
preference. 

When individuals make decisions, good 
or bad, we use the phrase, thus taking 
away the right of a person to make a de
cision in accord with or in opposition to 
the word of God. 

·In thinking about the phrase and the 
correct usage of it, consider the follow
ing points: 

God, as creator, established a universal 
system of laws which govern the hap
penings of our natural life, our spiritual 
life and of the world. 

When these laws are violated, tragedy 
results. 

These laws cannot be set aside from 
time to time as suits man and his pur
poses. 

God created man and gave him the 
privilege of being a "free moral agent." 
Man has the ability to reason, decide and 
guide his life, based upon the use of his 
knowledge. 

God does work in ways that are mys
terious to man. Our wisdom is foolishness 
to God. Our ways are not God's ways. We 
can rely upon the written word. 

We need to consider well our usage 
of the phrase. We must not make God 
a partial being. We must endeavor to 
keep our speech and our concepts scrip
tur'll. Consider your own use of the 
phrase, "It is God's will." Be sure it can 
be supported by the word of God. 

6021 Spring Glen, Dallas, TX 75232 
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The Thought of Jesus 
Of all the thoughts my mind could con

ceive, nothing compares with that of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He existed before all 
things and through him all things came 
into being. He sustains the universe 
through his power and reflects the very 
glory of God. He is the image of the 
Father and through him the Father is 
known. All the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are hidden in him. He dwells 
in majesty and glory and is worshipped 
with the Father by myriads of angelic 
beings. 

The miracle of miracles occurred when 
the Savior became a human being like 
you and me. He lived among men-suffer
ing, sorrowful, sinful men. He did not de
spise us, but extended his fathomless love 
every step of his earthly sojourn. People 
were not attracted to his physical appear
ance, but saw in his character, actions and 
words something strangely beautiful, au
thoritative, pure and true. He was the 
kindest, tenderest, most understanding 
and patient one who ever lived. 

Jesus touched the untouchables, blessed 
little children, comforted the bereaved, 
healed the sick and gave sight to the 

Prayer and the Open Door 
Paul was imprisoned in Rome, yet the 

proclamation of the gospel remained 
uppermost in his mind. His desire was for 
a way to be able to speak and make God's 
mystery known. He expressed this desire 
to the Colossians, "that God would open 
unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also 
in bonds." 

Paul's intensity toward the task still 
at hand is obvious. The answer to his 
request is perhaps explained in his letter 
to the Philippians where he · is able to 
speak of his influence among the prae
torian and on the Roman Christians, truly 
a door for the word. Or again, perhaps 
his request was for release from prison 
that he might continue an active work in 
all the world. In any case, Paul brought 
this request before the church in Colossae. 
What possible help could they be? Situa
ted as they were in Roman Asia, hun
dreds of miles from Rome, unknown by 
face to Paul, their possibility in helping 
Paul might have seemed remote at best 
perhaps impossible. How could they help? 

Paul believed in the strength of their 
prayers and in the power of God. Remote
ness of physical position had no bearing 
on his request. His faith was in God· 
therefore his confidence in the possibilit; 
of the Colossians' help was sure. He 
urged them -to prayer. His request is 
!:Jtated in strong terms. The Colossians 
were to continue and to watch. They were 
first, to continue in prayer, e.g., to b~ 
strong towards prayer, to be continually 
steadfast with prayer. Second, they must 
wa~ch, keeping spiritually alert, awake. 
Th1s was an urgent request: Paul's door 
for words to speak as he ought to speak 
was dependent upon God and the Colos-
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RICHARD HOLLERMAN 

blind. He laid aside his own interests to 
have compassion on people. He forgave 
the penitent and extended his mercy to 
those whom others rejected. He was a 
helper of the helpless. He saw into the 
depths of man's soul and knew the inner
most needs of the human heart. He ex
perienced perfect sympathy for the 
broken-hearted and wept with the crushed 
in spirit. 

But Jesus came with the supreme inten
tion of laying down his life for ours on 
the cross. He experienced the depths of 
suffering as he hung between heaven and 
earth as he bore our sins in his own body. 
He poured out himself in death that we 
might have life. He arose from the grave 
triumphing over death and ever lives to 
make intercession for us at the Father's 
side. 

I count it the most exalted privilege 
to belong to Jesus my Master. I have ex
perienced his transcendant love and 
transforming power. Though he knew all 
about my self-centeredness and though 
I've failed him countless times, he reached 
out to me and touched me. He forgave 

(Continued on page 14) 

FRED WILLMON 

sians. The Colossians needed to under
stand their importance. Paul needed them. 
Their alert spirituality was necessary to 
the ongoing of his work. What insistence 
and joyfulness this knowledge must have 
added to their lives! The apostle needed 
their ·help, requested their prayers, gave 
them a vital task. How they must have 
rejoiced at the privilege he revealed to 
them! 

Paul had a message to deliver to men. 
His desire was that he could fulfill his 
God-given task. All first-century Chris
tians shared that task. It required the 
power of God, the action of Paul, the 
prayers of the Colossians, the boldness 
inspired within the Roman Christians, 
the physical support the Philippians could 
supply, the service Epaphras "the Colos
sian could render. Every available means 
had to be concentrated upon that task. 
Paul showed the importance of the "aver
age" Christian. It is impossible to list 
the names of the Christians in first cen
tury Colossae. It is equally impossible 
to measure the importance of the task 
(and privilege) Paul laid at their feet 
and the value of its completion to the 
work of the apostle Paul. 

If only the 20th-century church could 
grasp the significance of the open door 
for the word of God through godly men 
and at the same time grasp the impor
tance of the individual Christian in every 
local congregation. The church can rise 
to meet the challenges before it. Our 
prayers and God's power can change the 
world. Our readiness to work and God's 
opening of doors can multiply the spread
ing of the word into the world. Our 
sounding forth the revealed mystery of 
God, making it plain for all to under-

You and Yourself 
C. MAURICE McMULLEN 

Arm yourself (1 Peter 4:1) and avail 
yourself of opportunities (1 Cor. 7:21). 

Be holy yourself in all your conduct 
(1 Peter 1:15), build yourself up (Jude 
20), and buy for yourself (Matt. 25:9; 
Rev. 3:18). 

Cleanse yourself from every defilement 
(2 Cor. 7:1), clothe yourself with humili
ty ( 1 Peter 5 :5), conduct yourself wisely 
toward outsiders (Col. 4:5) and with fear 
(1 Peter 1 :17), consider yourself dead to 
sin (Rom. 6:11), and count others better 
than yourself .(Phil. 2:3). 

Devote yourself to prayer (1 Cor. 7:5) 
and your duties (1 Tim. 4:15), don't 
avenge yourself (Rom. 12:19), condemn 
yourself (Rom. 2:1-3), deceive yourself 
(James 1:22), harm yourself (Acts 16: 
28), hate yourself (Eph. 5:29), judge 
yourself unworthy of eternal life •(Acts 
13:46), justify yourself (Luke 16:15), pre
sume to say to yourself, "I have Abraham 
as my father" (Matt. 3:9), store up wrath 
for yourself (Rom. 2:5), trust in your
self (Luke 18:9), or wrong and defraud 
(1 Cor. 6:8). 

Enter the kingdom yourself (Matt. 23: 
13) and examine yourself (2 Cor. 13:5). 

Have salt in yourself ·(Mark 9:50) and 
humble yourself (James 4:10; 1 Peter 
5:6). Judge for yourself what is proper 
(1 Cor. 11:13), what is right (Luke 12: 
57), and what the Bible says (1 Cor. 10: 
15). 

Keep your faith between yourself and 
God (Rom. 14:22), keep yourself from 
blood, what has been sacrificed to idols 
what is strangled and unchastity (Act~ 
15:29) and from idols (1 John 5:21), and 
keep yourself in the love of God 1(Jude 
21) and pure (1 Tim. 5:22). Know for 
yourself (Acts 10:28). 

Look to yourself lest you be tempted 
(Gal. 6:1) and that you may not lose 
what you have worked for (2 John 8). 
Love your neighbor as yourself (James 
2:8) and your wife as yourself (Eph. 5: 
28). 

Make friends for yourself by means of 
unrighteous mammon (Luke 16:9). 

Present yourself to God as an ap
proved wo:kman 1(2 Tim. 2:15); provide 
yourself With a purse that does not grow 
old (Luke 12:33). 

Save yourself from this crooked gen
eration (Acts 2:40), see for yourself 
(Luke 21:30), show yourself a model .of 
good deeds (Titus 2:7), speak for yourself 
(Acts 26:1), and submit yourself to God 
(James 4:7). 

Teach yourself (Rom. 2:21) and touch 
the burdens yourself (Luke 11:46). 

Weep for yourself (Luke 23:28). 
And last, but not least, yield yourself 

to God (Rom. 6:13). 
3640 Cody Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 

stand and obey, combined with our pray
ers for God's opening of doors is the 
task laid before us. May we e;er take 
it seriously! 
6814 Fairway, Galveston, TX 77551 
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Teach the Bible Free on Cable TV 
M ILO HADWIN 

Bob Cronin mans the camera and Alice Riley teaches a Bible 
class on cable T.V. 

Tho church where you worship may be able to get free air 
time on local television for as much religious programming as 
you can produce. For t he past 10 months the church in Wheeling, 
W. Va. has conducted a live, weekly, one-hour long program 
on local television at no cost to the church. Our program ap
pears each Thursday from 6 to 7 p.m. on channel 3, which is the 
channel of . the local TV cable company. 

Cable television companies exist a ll over America. They pull 
in stations from distant places so that subscribers who are 
hooked up to the cable can have clear television programming 
on every channel on their TV set. Many cable companies re
serve one channel for themselves and can give subscribers 
bonus programming unobtainable elsewhere. 

Cable companies are generally interested in local public service 
programming. Melvin Truax, the manager of Wheeling Antenna 
Company, Inc., a local cable company, informed us that they 
would be glad to g ive us free air time for religious program-

ming. The program would need to be clearly a public service 
and not overly designed to promote the church as opposed to 
other religious groups (thus avoiding possible demands for 
equal time). We would also need to provide our own personnel 
to work in the cont rol room and operate the cameras. This would 
not require highly technical skill and they would teach us how 
to do it. 

To meet these conditions, we designed a program to be 
called "Community Bible Study." Its purpose would be to involve 
the whole community in a systematic study of the Bible. We 
would encourage people to read a chapter of the Bible every 
day. On the TV program we would then teach the seven 
chapters read the previous week. We have simply been teach
ing through the New Testament chapter by chapter. People 
are invited to call in questions while we are on the air and they 
are answered during the program. 

We introduce the program by saying, "The church of Christ 
which meets at 1310 National Road in Wheeling, W. Va. wel
comes you to Community Bible Study." That is the only men
tion of the local church on the program. As we are simply 
teaching what the Bible says, we straightforwardly teach every 
doctrinal truth and correct every doctrinal error. We have 
produced sheets of questions on the New Testament (ten 
questions on every chapter) which we offer free of charge on 
request to our viewers. We read the 70 questions and answers 
over the seven chapters for each week on tapes which we play 
on two phone lines on Bible Call on Wednesdays and Thurs
days. On the TV program, we encourage people to call Bible 
Call as a supplement to their Bible Study. We complete our 
first study through the New Testament in a couple of weeks. 
We plan to make a few improvements and start a new series 
of studies through the Old Testament. 

We have also been invited by the manager of the cable 
company to produce a "Children's Bible Story Hour." We have 
already taped our first programs to be shown on Saturday 
mornings. 

We believe churches all over the country could gain free 
television time by approaching cable companies with pro
gramming such as that which we have described. We hope you 
will investigate the possibility. 

1310 National Rd., Wheeling, W . Va. 26003 

Fit ness /or the Lord 
SUE SPENCER AND JUDY W ISE 

Have you ever considered conducting a weight-control class 
in your local congregation with one of the main goals being 
to win souls to Christ? 

Our group is using such an outreach program with many 
positive and exciting results. 

In this day and age you cannot pick up a magazine or news
paper without noticing the emphasis being given to proper 
nutrition, exercise and weight control. Americans, now more 
than ever, are being made aware of taking care of their 
bodies which is why a program of this type carries interest. 

Presently, 26 women are enrolled in our weekly class with 
fifteen of those not being members of the church of Christ. 

A second main objective of the class is to work towards a 
permanent lifestyle change in our eating habits . This is done 

through exercise, prayer, Bible study, devotions and a nutri
tion class. 

Our regular ladies Bible class meets directly after the Fitness 
For The Lord club class. The women from the weight class 
are invited to stay over for the Bible study. A nursery run by 
Christian women is provided for any mother needing that 
service. The children in the nursery can then have the oppor
tunity to learn of J esus' love. 

Maybe you will see the possibilities in such a program not 
only for the sain ts who need to be in better physical shape, 
but also for the many outside Christ who can benefit from 
such a program. 

Request for information may be sent to: Mrs. Sue Spencer, 

6504 Randall, Wichita, KS 67129 
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HOLLAND L. BORING, SR., EDITOR 

The song, "Some One Will Welcome Me" 
is a song you may wish to use at a 
funeral. An effort is being made to get 
out a funeral hymn book made up of old 
and new songs that may be appropriate. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC is scheduled for June 

9-20. We are expecting a large number of 
students. Why not hurry your applica
tion in soon? Send us your young men 
and we will return you some church lead
ers. Send reservations to Foundation 
School of 1\Iusic, Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

SOME ONE WILL WELCOME l\IE 

H. L.B.Sr. Holland L . Boring , Sr . 

l. Tho the way may be dark and ob - scure , 
2. Here I rra v- el with tears and with joy 

And rough in the 
And some-times how 
Their smi les, how I 3. How I miss those who ' ve gone on be- fore'! 

gloom, it 
lone- ly 

ffiE'=IAf 

may be , Soon I'll come to that clea r, crys -tal stream: 
the way!But God 's pat- tern un-folds on my life 
to see ! But 1 !<now when come to that stream, 

lM~~-~;~~fT~-1' _ 
:S; r hc:-•.:r: 

long here 

And know 
To as- sure 
Lov- ing arms 

some- one will we l-come 
me of that per- fect 

will then reach out to 

me. 
day. 
me. 

D. S. Some one ver- y dea r will wel- come me. 
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to that fair land, Where the light in my house I can see. 
to that fair land, 

0 what joy! 
ca n see. 0 what joy ! 

D.S . 

That greet-ing smile! 
Tffa t greer- ing smile! 

~ Copyright 1979 by Holland L. Boring , Sr. All Rights Reserved . 

WE NEED SONG LEADERS 
TRAINED 

Holland L. Boring, S r. 

Millions are hearing music today that 
was not available to those of us who are 
older. Much of it is brought to us sur
rounded by the comforts of our own 
homes. All kinds of music with all kinds 
of programs can be heard without the 
asking. The value of its use can be noticed 
in the catchy tunes used in advertising. 
But half of the fun in listening is in 
knowing what is being h eard. Being fa
miliar with it helps, but being able to 
analyze its beauty and explain its charm 
brings greater and lasting enjoyment. 

Some love music, though they know 
not hing about it. Some know little and 
would like to know more. Others have had 
training, but h ave forgot.Len. For all of 
these THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC has a lot to offer. 

Many churches have had s inging schools 
to help in learning new songs and some
thing about notation and music training. 
These schools have, in a very practical 
way f urnished training for better sing
ing. Song leaders who have this training 
are a big help in carrying on, feeding the 
interest aroused by the realization of the 
need to be better prepared to render ac
ceptable worship. It takes training to be 
able to "teach and admonish one another 
in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs." 
It would take several singing schools 
each year to furnish a cong1·egation with 
the help needed that it can receive by 
sending its song leaders and potential 
song leaders to our schools. Here we 
have the best tmined teachers. These stu
dents can return home and be of r eal 
value in helping others if used. A great 
service of neglected help may also be 
found by those who have had training if 
the leaders would advise with them and 
use the suggestions as they appear prac
tical. 

Good congregational singing depends 
on a good song leader that s inging may 
be done together, that words be said at 
the same time; he must feel and demon
strate the rhythm, know and emphasize 
the words, use his voice and hands prop
erly to assure perfect timing of words 
and music. The FOUNDATION SCHOOL 
OF CHURCH MUSIC can be very effec
tive in helping to improve the s inging. 
Why not write for information or send 
your application in now? Write Reuel 
Lemmons, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767. 

Tape Library Available for use by mail 
at very low annual cost 

For information write: 
Tape Librarian 

University Church of Christ 
733 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 79601 
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AZIZ AMRI AND FAMILY: 

(Continued from page 5) 

ways, and the local brethren came to 
appreciate them. The various meetings 
of the church were a spiritual feast to 
Aziz and family. At the last service they 
attended here, Aziz expressed apprecia· 
tion to the local church for all that they 
had done to help, saying that they will 
never forget their fellowship. I am glad 
that everything worked out so that the 
local brethren could have some time to 
associate with this family. 

Having various radio speakers come 
from different parts of India, Aziz shared 
with each one how blessed they were 
to live in a country like India where they 
have freedom of religion and where so 
much is available. He also pointed out 
the terrible conditions that exist in his 
country and how the people of Afghani
stan despise and hate the Russians. Al
though he had been through some very 
difficult times, his attitude was that we 
must love our enemies. 

I am sure that most of us cannot ap
preciate the freedom we have, and greater 
than that, freedom of religion, and all of 
the many blessings that we enjoy, ma
terially and spiritually. It is only when 
we talk to someone like Aziz that a 
realization of our blessings really comes 
home to us. Even then, if we are not 
careful, we may reason that such a catas
trophe will never happen to us. Let us 
pray that it won't, as it has to many. 
Even now world peace is threatened. 
These are some very dark times. We need 
to be praying and doing all we can to 
get the gospel to the world while we still 
have the time and the opportunity. To
morrow could be too late. 

I just thought you migh~ like to know 
the role the church here and in the 
States has been able to play in helping 
this good family. You have beard a lot 
about Afghanistan, but perhaps you didn't 
know that a Christian family lived there. 
Under present circumstances, I am sure 
that in getting out the Amris have done 
the right thing. Even now this family is 
still thinking about their country and 
they are hoping and .praying that things 
may develop so that they may be able to 
help get the gospel to their people through 
translation, and maybe some radio pro
grams; and perhaps they will be able to 
return later. Let us pray for them to this 
end. We also thank the brethren in the 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

States for taking a personal interest in 
helping and perhaps even saving the lives 
of this family for future use in the Lord's 
cause. 

Box 8815, New Delhi 110049, India 

INOLUDEI YOUR ZIP OODEI 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

1-800-252-9103 

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "181w 1book" tan ·buckram, the 1979 bound volume of the 
F'irm li'oundaltion will be a.n addttion to your U.bracy that will Increase m 
v&lue eveey year, 816 pages of hifBtory of w.ha.t ·ha~ppened and '\WJ.Sit was 
WJ.'Iitten during the year. Only a. 1imilted number have been bound. Get 
yours Wlhile they are aV18.1181ble. Price $10.00 

A ;few volUJDles for 1975 a.nd 1978 a.va.ilable at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Au.sttn, Texas '18'16'1 

PERSONAL EVANGELIST 

The Trinity Oaks church of Christ, 7200 South 
Hampton, Dallas, Texas 75232 wants YOU- if: 

(1) You are willing to work with elders and 
deacons who are not interested in 
11 keeping house ... 

(2) You are ready to be a part of a spirit
ual team that includes an energetic 
pulpit minister, a capable youth direc
tor, an effective educational committee 
and approximately 700 warm and sincere 
members who love the Lord. 

(3) You are an experienced and dedicated 
PERSONAL EVANGELIST whose·main thrust 
is 110Utreach 11 

••• declaring the truth 
with faith and courage. 

This is not a 9 to 5 office job but a spiritual 
opportunity to help create an increasing .. growth 
climate 11 through soul winning. 
Your prospects are legion: visitors, our bus 
ministry, delinquent members and a continuing 
influx of home and apartment dwellers in this 
Sunbelt City. 
If you can say 11 I am 11 to the above, please se~d 
detailed resume and photo of yourself and faml
ly, if married, to the elders, c/o A.C. Wamble. 
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MISSIONS MANAGEMENT (4) 

(Continued from page 7) 

that. But we might discuss such questi~ns 
as to whether that can be best carr~ed 
out by sending a missionary to baptize 
thousands or sending a missionary to 
baptize hundreds, molding them into ma· 
ture local churehes with outreaches to 
hundreds more. A valid philosophy, then, 
gives acknowledgment to Christ's ~oal ~or 
evangelism and offers a broad dtrectlon 
to achieve that goal. 

Next we can set general goals for the 
church's mission activity. One church set 
a goal to add one missionary per year. 
That was a commendable goal. But it was 
lacking in a solid plan for achieving it 
and consequently was never even seriously 
attempted. Goals must not only be realistic 
but they must carry with them a well
prepared plan for reaching the goals. 
Not only this, but they should be such as 
to give broad direction to our missions 
programs. One example of such a goal 
would be to maintain continuous involve
ment at all times in one domestic and one 
foreign work. Another might be to fully 
support a specific number of missionaries 
by a given date. But goals must be set. 
Likely the biggest failure of our local 
missions programs is that we are trying 
to go somewhere, we are just not quite 
sure where. 

Finally a policy statement should be 
written. This initial draft will certainly 
be in for many revisions but it is a start
ing point for agreement among all involved 
as to how various situations will be han
dled. And most committees spend the bulk 
of their time making the same decisions 
over and over again. Decide something 
only once and write it down as a policy. 

The success or failure of the founda-

tion phase of our missions program at the 
local church is the single most important 
factor in the long term stability and ac
complishment of our local missions pro
grams. We will have problems effectively 
carrying out the involvement or manage
ment phases successfully if we are not 
approaching missions from the right di
rection. And we will have difficulty 
creating a solid long term program with
out a solid and formalized foundation. 

Good management needs to rest on a 
solid foundation. Direction, continuity, 
and understanding are all a part of this. 

732 Winding Bend La., Manchester, MO 
63101 

J. C. Choate, Box 3815, New Delhi 
110049, India: On Wednesday afternoon, 
February 20, Brother John Chandy arrived 
in New Delhi from Bangalore to record 
his Malayalam radio sermons. John came 
in excited. He said that he had just con
ducted a meeting in which 15 had been 
baptized and that they all were radio con
tacts! A new congregation was established 
in Kadaba, South India. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • 11What" and 11How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For Information and Catalog Write or Cal/ 
BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
A DISCUSSION BETWEEN JERRY MOFFIIT AND TOMMY JENKINS 
Over 150 Biblical arguments are examined in this discussion. A very com
plete handbook on the subject of Baptism, presented in a concise and 
logical way. Complete with charts and diagrams. You can use it, or you 
can hand lt to a friend. 90 pages paper bound. You will appreciate this 
Sword Sharpener. 

Price $2.25 
Add 70¢ postage, 5% Sales 
Tax in Texas 
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ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION PUB. HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

''Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 21fz miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817/429-1403 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10% discounted to yield 
12% or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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EULYS C. McKENZIE 

Eulys C. McKenzie, preacher for the 
historic Cross Roads church of Chr is t , 
Gra cln Saline, Texas, for the past eight 
years, and minister of the gospel of Christ 
for more than sixty-two years, is dead. He 
was called to rest in a Tyler, Texas hos
pital on the Lord 's Day, February 24, 1980. 

He was born in Va n Zandt County, 
Texas, June 17, 1900, the son of Brother 
and Sister J ames McKenzie, two of the 
founders of t he Canton, Texas church. He 
was manied early in life to Edna Rushing 
McKenzie, and to t his un ion one chi ld was 
born, Mrs. Jean Meador, Tyler, Texas. 
She and Sister McKenzie survive him. 

In his ea rly yea rs as a gospel preacher 
he taught in the public schools of East 
Texas. During his early years he met and 
was taught the trut h of God by the late 
Brother C. D. Record (1877-1945). 

Brother McKenzie's labors began at t he 
old Jamestown, Smith County, Texas 
church at t he age of seventeen . His last 
sermon was preached at the Cross Roads 
church in October 1979 at which time he 
knew the end was near. This was the date 
of his s ixty-second anniversary in the pul
pits of America. 

His life's work carried him to W ills 
Point, Iowa Park, Pampa, Dallas, Tyler 
and Leonard a ll in Texas. Then Hugo, 
Oklahoma; Chicago, Illinois, for seven 
years; Montgomery, Alabama; Monroe, 
Louisiana, fourteen years; the last eight 
years he served the historic, Cross Roads 
church near Grand Saline. 

Funeral services were conducted at the 
Canton, Texas church building with 
Brethren Don Cannon, J erry Lee, Jim 
Potts, Jim Presswood and the writer par
ticipating. 

- Willis G. Jernigan 

LIFTING UP 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies nc11 accepted. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

"'id·}lmerica Ellaqtelisrq 
Worl15hop 

JUNE 5-7 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

C hristia n Evid ences 
Foreign Evangeli sm 

Life Crises 
Soul W inning 

B u s Evangelism 
Benevolen ce 

Fami ly 
Prayer 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN 
Deaf Evangelism 
World B ib le School 

Church Growth 
Singles Ministry 

Mora l Issues 
Jail Evangelism 

Preaching 
Singing 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

K eeping the Saved Saved 
Bible Interpreta t ion 

Exhibit Evang e l ism 
Death & Dying 

Leade rship 
Education 

Women 
Youth 

June 5 
Thursday: G. P. Holt, Jr. 

June 6 
Friday: Jack Evans 
Lifting Up Jesus in 
Daily Commitment 

June 7 
Saturday: Wayne Monroe 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Evangelism 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Joy & Enthusiasm 

Thomas W arren 
Dan Reed 
Pat Casey 
Randy Becton 
Ol ivia H olt 
Reuel Lemmons 
K en Samue l 
N ick Young 

Other Speakers Include: 
H II . M a d Mike Mays 0 

IS ayn r John Wadd ey 
L ynn McMi ll ian Charles Coombs Carroll Bennett 
Doug Parsons Norma Rogers 
Warre n B lakeney Norm Herron 
Dick Weber Boyd Williams 
David Gaylor Bob Rubin ow 
Debbie Y o ung Phyll is David 

*Spec ial Instruction Every Hour For WOM EN & YOUTH 

For Information Write: MID-A~ERIC~ WORK SHOP 
612 N H igh School Rd., India n apolis, IN 46224 
For H~using Call: (317) 244-3974 or 545-0103 

Benny Stephens 
Bruce Mayo 
David L and 
Neil Parsons 
J oy M cMi llia n 
P a ul Pape 
N ea le Pryor 
Mildred Freelend 
Ernest Stewart 
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THE THOUGHT OF JESUS 

{Continued from page 8) 

me and accepted me and set me !ree. H~s 
grace was gre~ter .than. all my s1~. He. 1s 
more than a h1stor1cal f1gure. He 1s a l!v
ing Person. He has filled my heart w1th 
his Spirit and embraced me in his etemal 
love. 

The thought of Jesus thrills. my soul 
and satisfies my deepest longmgs. My 
adoration of him knows no bounds. In the 
night seasons I sing praises to him. Dur
ing the rush of the day I lift my heart to 
him When darkness deepens about me 
I abide in his marvelous light. I delight 
in his fellowship and rejoice in his pres
ence. I long to know him as I am known. 

The pleasures of the world are worth
less in light of gaining Jesus and enjoying 
him. In a world of weariness, he is my 
rest. In a world of loneliness, be is my 
Friend. In the world of futility, he is my 
hope of glory. In a world of chaos, war 
and frustration, be is my source of quiet
ness, serenity and repose. 

Though others may fail me and com
forts may part, Jesus promised to never 
leave nor forsake me and on his promise 
I can rely. His grace can alleviate every 
sorrow. His peace can quiet every storm. 
His consolation can wipe away every fall
ing tear. His strength can lighten every 
load. His security can overcome every 
fear. And his presence can make spring 
out of every dark and dismal day. 

In the future ages Jesus will continue 
to show the riches of God's grace and 
there will · be endless opportunities to 
revel in redeeming love. I will walk by his 
side and see his face. My ecstasy will be 
measureless--all because of Jesus. How 
can I describe my overwhelming gratitude! 

My friend, this same Jesus who is ex
alted in heaven, who has touched the 
lives of countless men and women, and 
who has come into my own life also wants 
to accept you. Won't you tum to him and 
find your own spiritual longings satisfied? 
Your eternal destiny depends on what you 
personally decide to do with the Lord 
Jesus. 

6709 Sheridan Road, Fort Worth, TX 
76184 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
R~irement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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ENGLISH WORSHIP SERVICE IN 
JERUSALEM 

A worship service in English has be
gun in Jerusalem, Israel. It is at 10:00 
on Sunday momings and is held across 
the side street from the Rockefeller Mu
seum in the same building as the Red 
Cross. 

The new service is a joint work of 
Raji Stephen, who works primarily with 
the Arabs, Joe Shulam and Tim Hockett, 
who work primarily with the Jews, and 
Marshall Gunselman, who teaches at a 
local Palestinian university. 

To contact the church write air mail to 
Church of Christ, Box 19529, Jerusalem, 
Israel, or phone Raji Stephen; office 
282-728, home 814-680. 

---o---
Joseph H. Cox, 1811 Marret Place, 

Louisville, Ky. 40215. On March 9th I 
closed a good meeting with the High 
Street Church at Salem, Indiana. One was 
baptized, having been a former Roman 

Catholic from Germany. Paul Galyan is 
the able preacher of the High Street con
gregation. Two have been baptized at 
Auburndale since my return home. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '150 

Exeitin,g Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

ll\aY 24th Saturtt• 
~ . ~ 

l Hensel Ca01p l 
~ ~ 

Fund Raising Luncheon f 
Delicious Bar-B-Q Dinner 

With All The Fixin,s 

Adults - $15.00 
Children under 12 - $5.00 

Chddren under 6 - Free 

Bring the Family and Corne Early 
Fun/or All 

Baseball • Volleyball 
Hiking • Horseshoes 

Dinner Served at 12:30 P.M. 
Singing at 3 P.M. 

Come see beautiful Camp Hensel- Have a great i 
f meal, have fun and help us raise money to make ~ 
2' this Christian camp something special for now : 
~ and future generations. f 
~_, Atay 24th Satuta.;z>. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdverUalng In this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertlalng meeting places, preacbera seeking work or cODFHP
tlons seeking preachers. A..lao ot.ber acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
.&R.LINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvln.r St.. corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transporta..tlon-dlrectlons ph. 628-0636 
or 941-1586. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THAltl, N. J .. Fairmount a..nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska, Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY ABBA SCHOOL OF PR.EA.CHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

Pleasanton, CaUfornta 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UAJ, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-81628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()o4,9, 
Lihue, HI. 9676.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlsters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For det&ils 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Ohrlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 651 W. ~8th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. FuDdlclone• 109 

•• A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
PANORAMA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL needs a prin
cipal and teachers. Exce1lent opportunity for retired 
man and wife. Grades K-8, low pupil-teacher ratio, 
salary competitive. Beautiful area to live, 100 miles 
east of L.A. Contact Trustee Opal Hawes, 714 797-
3122. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
The Hico Church of Christ Is in need of a full time 
preacher between the ages of 30 and 50, married 
and with preaching experience. Call (817) 796-4509 
or send resume to J. T. Leonard, Rt. 3, Hi co, Texas 
76457. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
Job Wanted: 29 year man with family seeking 
employment or information concerning employment. 
Will relocate. Sound in faith, a good addition to 
any local congregation. Call Keith Price 616-834-7975. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2:05 E, Morgan Ave., 
u.s. 460 Enat Oppo&lte K-ltlart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'10-40G6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-874-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00 P.M. 
Full time preacher needed for a mission area 
congregation. We are a congregation of four fam
ilies which began meeting about one year ago. We 
have a small building and are self supporting. 
We can offer some support but not fu1l support. 
Contact: Church of Christ. 940 N. Miami Ave., 
Sidney, Ohio 45365. Phone: (523) 492-1772 or 
492-5983. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted for established congregation, at
tendance 60 to 65. New building-debt free. Ex
perience preferred, will give consideration to matur
ity and enthusiasm. Westside Church of Christ. Box 
634, Imperial, Nebraska 69083 (308) 882-4213. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler •Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. ~ge 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organiztng. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7282 or Keith Price 
616-884-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49827. 
Preacher needed. Beginning In June 1980. A great 
opportunity for the right man. Congregation of over 
two hundred. Debt free. Four Elders, six deacons. 
Preacher's home. With a mind to work for the cause 
of Christ. Send Resume, ask for further information. 
Cornell Ave. Church of Christ, 1019 Cornell Ave., 
Yakima, Wash. 98902. 
Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, Woodland Hills, Ca. 
213-340-5287. Specializing in church building insur
ance. Please phone for a quote. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. AP
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10, Box 8040, Nacog
doches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 363-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 1'0:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 
"Experienced Educational Minister, B.A. in Religi
ous Education" Desires to locate in the Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Arizona area by June lat. Age 
32, married, desire is to preach for a congregation, 
or to work as full time Educational minister. Refer
ences available. Contact Hugh Forehand, 601-
873-3961 or 872-2551, Jackson, MS. 

LECTURESHIPS ON TAPE 
Cassette tapes are available of the widely acclaimed 
'79 and '80 FT. WORTH LECTURES delivered at 
the Brown Trail Church of Christ. Each tape of two 
lectures is $3.20. For order form listings, write to 
David W. Echols, 432 Crestwood Terrace, Hurst 
Texas 76058. 
Thq Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music sho~ld 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more ~~~
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 

CENTURY Zl RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A •. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an eth1cal, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. EA TORS 

CENTURY Zl RUDY WYATT, R U 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church. of 
Christ, in need of a preacher •. contact John K•r~
patrick, Area Code 405, busmess 938-2962, resi
dence 988-2973. 
USED BOOKS FOR SALE: Library of 2000 books 
for sale including many sets, Restoration literature, 
Annual Lesson Commentaries, and back issues of 
publications. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
far list. Box 217, Burlington, Massachusetts 01803. 

For Snle: Nice Christian bookstore in sunny Flor
ida. Pri.ced. at $14,500 complete. Owner will train 
and ass1st m financing. Roger & Cummings Inc. 
Realtor, 6220 Seminole, FL. 33542 or call office 
813-893-8487. 
WANTED: A spiritually mature pulpit evangelist 
to preach the word to lost souls and to edify the 
Body of Christ for Works of Service in Corvallis, 
Oregon, home of Oregon State University. Must 
have demonstrated ability in working with a co
mi,nlster. Your last congregation must have shown 
spiritual ~nd numerical growth. Hobby riders and 
those look1ng for early retirement need not apply, 
Send resume to: Church of Christ. 2020 Circle 
Blvd., Corvallis, ORE 97330. 
Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ in Ardmore, Okla
homa announces an open house this coming Sunday 
April 27. Including Sunday morning Worship at 
9:00, Bible classes to follow. Congregation pot luck 
dmner at noon and a special program from 2:00 
P·~· to 4:00 p.m. featuring the Light Quartet from 
M1d Town Church In Fort Worth. All of our friends 
and former members are invited to be with us for 
this day and see our newly expanded facilities. 
WANTED: Copy of "Questions and Answers"
Klingman and Rowe, WriteR. E. Owens, D.P.M., 
8613 Northwest 43, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73112. 
Firmly grounded Gospel preacher with seven years 
experience desires challenging work within reason
able commuting distance from college or university. 
Prefer active, medium-sized congregation located in 
friendly, small-town atmosphere. Let us grow to
gether in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview sermons 
available on cassette tape. Contact Michael and 
Joy Holmes; 5028 Bowser, #A; 214/522-1617; Dal
las, Texas 75209. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
trle. to screen adverUalns, aDd will not 
kDowiDgly take questionable advertising. 
But lt Ia t.he reader's reaponalbiUty to In• 
veatlgate. Like any ot.her paper, we some
times UDwlttlngly 'l'1lll BD unworthy a4. 
As the old saying goes, befon you Invest. 
lnveaUJnttel 

RUSSIANS PRINT 20,000 BIBLES 

20,000 Bibles were printed in Leningrad 
and recently arrived in Moscow for dis
tribution. 

Bible Society figures show that about 
40,000 Bibles and something over 20,000 
New Testaments in Russian have been 
officially published since 1968 by denomi
nations other than the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 

The Russian Orthodox Church received 
government permission in 1979 · to print 
50,000 Bibles, the fourth such printing 
since World War II. 

Estimates indicate that approximately 
365,000 Bibles and New Testaments have 
been ·printed in the Soviet Union since 
1917. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their. love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHJLDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1980 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
ARRANGED BY FOWLER TOURS 

1. BRITISH ISLES 
SEPT. 11·25 

VISITING: ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND 
WALES 

ESCORTED BY CURTIS AND NELL MANON 

2. ISRAEL & ATHENS 
NOV. 5-14 

OFF SEASON RATES 
6 DAYS ISRAEL, 2 ATHENS 

3. ISRAEL & EGYPT 
NOV. 19-29 

OFF SEASON RATES 
3 DAYS EGYPT, 6 ISRAEL 

4. ISRAEL & ROME 
DEC. 26·JAN. 4 

OFF SEASON RATES 
6 DAYS ISRAEL, 2 ROME 

5. SOUTH PACIFIC 
MARCH 11-30, 1981 

VISITING AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, FIJI 
ESCORTED BY ANN & HULIN FOWLER 

6. EUROPE 
PASSION PLAY 

JULY 31-AUG. 14 

ESCORTED BY DR. CARL BRECHEEN 
AND DR. PAUL FAULKNER 

YOU CAN'T BUY A BETIER 
TOUR! There are so many 
very fine features about a 
Fowler Tour-the careful 
planning, the organization, 
the completeness, the spe
cial care of carefully chosen 
representatives around the 
world. But most important of 
all, every Fowler Tour is 
planned and operated with 
the desires and needs of the 
Christian in mind. Provision 
is always made for Sunday 
worship, and Christian fel
lowship is an important part 
of every tour. Choose the 
best-a Fowler Tour for 
Christians. 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

7. MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
JUNE 16-30 

AND JULY 16-30 

MANY WELL KNOWN TOUR HOSTS 

8. EASTERN CANADA 
AND NEW ENGLAND 

JULY 3-15 

VISITING QUEBEC, MONTREAL, MAINE, 
VERMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW YORK, 

MASSACHUSETTS 

,.._-~~-·~-----------------------------~-~--~ 

FOWLER TOURS 
13 101 PRESTON RD .• SU ITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURES DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

NAM~-------------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________ _ 

9. HAWAII 
JULY 9-19 

VISITING OAHU, HAWAII, MAUl, AND 
KAUAI 

ESCORTED BY BURTON LANDERS 
AND RALPH CASEY 

10. ALASKA 
AUG. 11-23 

VISITING ANCHORAGE, FAIRBANKS, 
MT. McKINLEY, WHITE HORSE, 

4 DAY INSIDE PASSAGE CRUISE 
ESCORTED BY ROBERT BANKES 

11. WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND WILLIAMSBURG 

AUG. 12-21 

PLUS MT. VERNON, GETTYSBURG, 
ANNAPOLIS 

ESCORTED BY ANN AND HULIN FOWLER 

12. EUROPE 
VISITING ITALY, SWITZERLAND, FRANCE, 

ENGLAND 
ESCORTED BY JOHN VAUGHN 

13. NEW ENGLAND FALL 
FOLIAGE 

OCT. 2-10 

NEW YORK, VERMONT, MASSACHUSETTS, 
NEW HAMPSH IRE, CONNECTICUT 

14. PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 
OCT. 20-NOV. 8 

HONG KONG, PEKING, SHANGHAI, 
KWANGCHOW, SIAM, SOOCHOW 

ESCORTED BY: GEORGE AND ELABETH 
BAILEY AND M. NORVEL AND 

HELEN YOUNG 

15. EUROPE ALPINE 
OBERAMMERGAU 

JUNE 30-JULY 14 

ESCORTED BY JIM MciNTEER 

16. BIBLE LANDS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________ -=: JUNE 10-19 

FF EIGHT FULL DAYS IN ISRAEL, 
----~·-----·······--------~-~~~-~~~~---· ESCORTED BY CHARLES PRINCE 
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CAMPAIGNERS IN THE MEDICAL MISSION to St. Vincent Island in the 

Caribbean appear above. Sponsored by the Sixth and ltord church in Little 
Rock, they spent two weeks on St. Vincent, conducting a five day c linic 
followed it with a n evangelistic ca mpaign which resulted in the baptism 
of 23 people. Picture d he re are (1-r) Bill McDonough, Bill Wi lliams, Bill 
Smith, W ilvern and Ouida Kincannon, Sandra Kinsey, Edna lvey, AI J olly, 
Paula Peacock, Linda Thompson, Jud y W a rren Campbell, Or. A. J. 
Thompson, Martha G riffin, Gone Peacock, Barbara McDonough, Danny 
Burleson, J erry Eades and Ray lvey. 

Austin, Texas, April 29, 1980 
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Dwelling Together 

The Psalmist extolls the virtue of brethren dwelling 
together in unity. It is both good and pleasant. Heaven 
would be hell for some brethren because there they 
would have to dwell together in unity and that seems 
to be no source of joy to them. They would have to do 
what they don't like doing. We gather this from the 
many thrusts and parries we see in papers and church 
bulletins. 

And maybe we ought to expect some of this because 
when we are born of God that does not automatically 
destroy the f leshly nature in us. There is a viciousness 
about man that is appalling. It has been with him since 
Cain killed Abel. It exceeds anything found in the ani
mal world. This part of him isn't suddenly destroyed 
when he becomes a child of God. He has to buffet his 
body constantly to repress that nature and replace 
it with the Divine nature. The "flesh lusts against the 
spirit long after one is baptized into Christ . 

We feel we have to pr otect our domain. If someone 
encroaches, or threatens to encroach, we must elim
inate him. In our status seeking we feel threatened 
sometimes and must discredit anyone who might step 
ahead of us. Bitler conflicts within ourselves, and the 
inferiority feelings they produce, do not make us easy 
to live with. Unfortunate, and often unwarranted ex
periences with critical and ill-tempered brethren 
doesn't help. There are all kinds of reasons why we 
should not live at peace with, and in unity with, the 
brethren. 

Yet, we have been called with a holy calling into a 
fellowsh ip of the redeemed. We have been made mem
bers one of another in the one body. We are all sub
ordinated to the Head, even Jesus. Divine alchemy has 
made us one whether we like it or not. We need one 
another . 

Recently we have had two letters from brethren who 
were having problems with elders or church members 
who would not forgive . Forgiveness is an indispensable 
ingredient of unity. We err so often, and are so con
stantly in need of forgiveness, we ought to Jearn the 
f ine art. Every congregation could benefit from the 
forgiveness habit. Every Christian should develop in 
himself the virtue of forgiving those who trespass 
against him. Unity flows in when the dam of bitter
ness breaks. The sweetness of unity that follows a 
lover's quarrel is almost worth the pain of the quarrel. 
And the sweetness of the fellowship of the saints when 
they have truly forgiven each other is next to heaven 
itself. 
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None of us can be an island. None can live to him
self alone. Yet in almost every community there is 
some brother or family committed to this hopeless task. 
They have "quit the church." In so doing they have 
robbed themselves of the fellowship, the sympathy, 
the daily contact, the provoking to love and good 
works, the intermingling of lives and the warm friend
ships that are so essential to a sense of wellbeing, eYen 
here on earth. 

Because we differ so greatly in our opinions, in our 
personal attitudes and in our spiritual maturity there 
will always be need for an abundance of longsuffering 
and forebearance. Most of us are short of what we 
ought to be long on. Unity is not impossible. God who 
desires it so would not have made in impossible. We 
are the only ones who make it impossible. It is our 
own sinfulness that makes it impossible. In every 
alienation it is so. We have too much "eye for an eye 
and tooth for a tooth" in us. A lot of alienation has to 
wait for settlement until we have matured spiritually 
enough to forgive each other. In most congregations 
that takes 20 years or more. In the brotherhood it 
takes hundreds of years. Witness our factions and 
schisms. 

If every Christian dedicated himself to unity some 
of our leaders wou ld not be able to perpetuate division. 
Most of the divisions among us are freely ignored by 
most of us. If leaders didn't publish papers and make 
inflammatory speeches at preacher 's meetings, and go 
witch-hunting at will, the members of the body would 
flow together. It is encouraging to see the members 
breaking over the sectarian lines to reach out and touch 
lonesome brethren in other cults of the Restoration 
movement. With each of us working on his own atti
tude toward his brethren we will have less time to 
find fault with others. 

We who claim to be undenominational should strive 
to be undenominational. We who claim to be totally 
non-sectarian should prove it. What we are speaks so 
loudly people can't hear what we are saying. How 
many times have we preached the apostles admonition 
to love the brotherhood. Let's try loving the brother
hood. And loving the brotherhood means loving the 
brothers who compr ise the brotherhood. John reminds 
us that if we can't love the brethren whom we have 
seen, how can we love God whom we have not seen. 
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CLYDE P. FINDLAY 

The growing use of the term, "pulpit minister" may clear 
up a long time misconception of the misuse of the term, "minis
ter" which was becoming very close to denominational "pastor." 
The term "minister" is nowhere used in the New Testament to 
describe a single office in the church. Paul makes it plain 
that preaching is only one of the ministries and ministers found 
in the local church. He wrote a young preacher, "Take Mark, 
and bring him with thee; for he is useful to me for ministering." 
Timothy was told by an apostle, that he was to preach the word, 
etc. To do the work of an evangelist was to perform his ministry. 
There are no "prime ministers" in the Lord's church. All mem
bers of the congregation are "associate members." 

Barnabas and Saul had John Mark as their minister, (not a 
young man to preach to them but to be an attendant) ASV. He 
left them at Perga and returned to Jerusalem. Paul did not take 
Mark next time because of this. Yet after he had "been proven" 
Paul said to bring Mark along for he is profitable. To call a 
local preacher "the minister" is inadequate and misleading. 
If he is a "resident evangelist" can you improve upon this 
term? 

THE PERSON was formerly called "the Person" and then 
"the Parson." He was an important person in the whole com
munity. Gospel preachers do not strive for preeminence. "Y e 
are not your own ... glorify GOD therefore in your body." 
The church of the Lord was not bought and built to glorify 
preachers, nor to perpetuate elders, nor to please the people 
but to (1) save souls, (2) perfect saints and (3), care for the 
needy. And that is ALL! 

The preacher does not interpose himself between God's word 
and his hearers. He is but a voice in a world of ignorance of 
the Bible, and that is waxing worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. He must avoid the rapidly growing habit of 
saying from the pulpit, "I want you-to do so and so." I would 
like for you-to do so and so." "I believe with all my 
heart,"-"1 think," "it seems to me." The fact that he believes 
with all his heart a certain matter is not the point. He is to tell 
us what God says! What the preachers wants us 'to do' will not 
reinforce the powerful word of God nor can our puny efforts, 
in themselves get the credit. 

"We preach not ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord," Jesus 
is not only to be believed as deity and loved as a Saviour who 
died for our sins, but as absolute master, Lord, Monarch and 
Potentate to be obeyed. He was declared to be the ~son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the dead. Many years ago 
I visited a "School of Auction" where the students were ad
dressed as "Colonel" and the boys auctioned this and that. But 
a primary rule of auctioneering is not to stand before an 
antique which the people cannot see. Hide behind the cross of 
Christ! 

"We preach ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake." The 

term servant and minister are synonyms. It is applied to wait
ers and house help. It is not a designation of power over other 
Christians. Let us not tell a man from behind the pulpit that 
which we would not tell him alone. Years ago a denominational 
preacher and I were alone in a denominational building. As our 
controversy proceeded he hurried to the pulpit stand for 
support and recognition! 

POLITICS. The pulpit does not belong to the preacher nor 
does it belong to Caesar. While the preacher has the duty to 
speak clearly and firmly on moral issues he should avoid par
tisan politics. Individual Christians are bound to have strong 
views and many contrary to each other. The perversion of the 
pulpit to please certain members, or to voice the preacher's 
candidate clearly is dangerous. During the War of Secession 
our brethren did not take an official stand on politics, conse
quently while Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian bodies were 
split asunder we did better. I recall an old preacher from the deep 
South holding a meeting in Northern Oklahoma, forgetting 
that the Cherokee Strip run settled northern Oklahoma with 
northern runners, and that the northern strip of counties 
bear names of Union generals, a misplaced partisan remark 
fell flat. I believe I have heard partisan public prayers, one 
man praying that the president may continue to rule wisely 
and another praying that he might rule wisely. 

PARAPHRASE. Although so convenient, is also dangerous 
for a number of reasons. Bible quoting preachers continue to 
be admired but the breed is dying out. Have you ever noticed 
how few preachers quote from a modern version even though 
they prefer it. There is no doubt of the scholarship of the trans
latera of 1611 Authorized, and 1901 American Standard trans
lations. So, many speakers resort to paraphrase which calls for 
less preparation than direct quotations. There are several dan
gers in excessive or unwise paraphrase. It is likely to produce 
carelessness on the part of the speaker. Speakers sometimes 
find it difficult to separate the text and the comments in the 
use of paraphrase. It makes the hearer too dependent upon the 
speaker rather than the Scripture. 

Not long ago I visited a church where the prayer leader 
pleaded with God for more "innovative ideas!" Digression 
enters through other doors besides instrumental music and 
missionary societies. Those of our brethren who are constructing 
cathedrals should visit some of the ancient cathedrals in Britain 
with only twenty or thirty worshipers. When we hear of an 
innovation someone asks, "Why didn't somebody think of that 
before?" They did. Some didn't take the risk. Others have tried 
it and quit it. It is still the good pleasure of God to save by 
preaching them that believe the proclamation. The pulpit belongs 
to Jesus Christ, and to the preacher only as long as he preaches 
himself as our servant can he rightly occupy it. 

4216 Apollo Street, Houston, Tex. 77018 
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Annual Church Growth Analysis-or-

What Is the Spiritual Condition 
of Our Congregations? 

BRUCE WADZECK 

Every congregation needs a yearly check-up to analyze its 
spiritual well being. There re some telltale signs of a spiritually 
unhealthy congregation, which, if not remedied, will result in 
death. Some churches are dying a slow, lingering death which 
could have been seen years before and, perhaps, corrected. The 
first step is a simple check-up. 

One simple evaluation is to determine the present makeup 
of the congregation in terms of age groups. How many mem
bers do you have over 65? How many 55-65, 45-55, 35-45, 
25-35, 18-25 and teenagers? A healthy congregation will have 
larger numbers in the lower age brackets with a gradual de
crease in older ages. Some exception should be made for the 
"baby boom" years. 

Another factor which should effect your congregational make
up is your secular situation. For example, the University Church 
where I preach, is located in Denver, Colorado. Denver is a 
young peoples' city. The average age is 26 years. The city is 
literally full of young singles and young marrieds. 

In a metropolitan area like Denver, your physical location is 
typically also important. We are an inner city congregation and 
not one of the several suburban congregations. All this was 
reflected in our congregational makeup over three years ago, 
when I moved here. We were a predominantly older congrega
tion. We had only three or four young singles and about five 
young couples under thirty. The Suburban Denver congregations 
were almost a direct opposite to our makeup. 

The first step in our evaluation was seeing that we had the 
"figure" of a dying church. Following this analysis, we set 
about to correct our problem. Today, we have a dynamic singles 
group of over fifty and an invigorating young married group 
of nearly ninety active members. We have made some significant 
strides toward correcting our problem situation. The specifics 
of how you correct a problem situation will vary from area to 
area, but you can't treat a problem you don't know exists. 

Another simple evaluation of the spiritual health of a con
gregation concerns the nature of the growth. Attendance figures 
can be deceptive-for example, if you have a bus ministry. The 
real issue is your active membership. Has there been a net gain 
or loss over the past year? One determines this by making at 
least a yearly evaluation. In January 1, 1979, the University 
congregation in Denver had 386 members. During the year, we 
experienced 84 baptisms and 73 additions by membership. This 
resulted in a total gain of 157 new members. This number was 
reduced by 3 deaths, 45 placed membership in other congrega
tions and 22 became unfaithful. This left us with a net growth 
of 88 new members in 1979. This final figure represents a 
growth rate of approximately 22%. This compares with an 
over 25% rate for the preceding two years. 

These figures, obviously, are different from many reports in 
gospel papers which use such nebulous statements as: "There 
have been twenty three responses to the gospel invitation here 
in the last two months." These responses could have included 
prayer requests, membership requests and baptisms; but who 
could tell, specifically, from such a vague statement. We need 
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to evaluate, more closely, the exact nature of the responses to 
the gospel invitation. For example, some congregations in the 
brotherhood are growing, primarily from Christians placing 
mmbership. These congregations are either in an obviously 
growing community area or they have an outstanding program 
of work and activity or a combination of the preceding two. 
This kind of growth isn't "Kingdom growth." It is a mere 
shifting around of the same numbers into a different slot. Now, 
I'm not saying that congregations should not seek Christians 
to place membership, but this isn't evangelistic growth. Without 
significant evangelistic growth, some have predicted the churches 
of Christ wiU be almost non-existent shortly after the turn of 
the century. 

A second question related to the idea of the source of growth 
is the specific breakdown of the baptisms. For example, one 
large congregation that baptized over a hundred in 1978, had 
nearly a hundred baptisms of their own children. Church 
growth people call this "biological growth," rather than "evan
gelistic growth." This is not to depreciate the baptism of our 
own young people, but there is an obvious difference between 
reaching a real outsider and raising our children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Out of the 84 persons baptized in 
1979, at the University congregation, less than 4% were children 
of members. This is a relatively low number, reflecting a present 
small number of teenagers in the congregation. However, this 
is preferable to the average situation where our children's bap
tisms are 80%, or more, of our supposed evangelistic growth. 
Also, the ratio of membership at the beginning of a year to the 
total number of conversions is an informative figure. The Uni
versity congregation in Denver had 4.6 to 1 ratio, which means 
it took nearly five members to reach one outsider for Christ. 

Another area that is important for evaluating growth within 
a congregation is to delineate the areas that caused the baptisms. 
We had the following areas at the University church in 1979: 
Bible Call, Busing, College, General Outreach, Radio Outreach, 
Singles, Young Marrieds and Youth. This helped us in deter
mining our future emphasis. Very relevant to these figures is 
the retention rate of new converts. You could baptize 1000 a 
year, retain 100 and do no better than a congregation that 
baptized 100 and kept all the new converts. We have been 
averaging about 90% retention at the University congregation 
in the past few years. We broke down the figures into the 
areas which won people to Christ and also lost them. For ex
ample, one of our areas caused three baptisms in 1979, and all 
three were immediately lost. This type of information can help 
leaders plug up leaking holes in the local feUowship. 

There are many factors which affect church growth. We are 
not aware of the annual objective results of such factors. It 
shouldn't surprise us if we merely stumble into our pre-figured 
future. The material I have shared with you in this article is 
only the preliminary facts that an "on the ball" Eldership 
should have at its fingertips in planning the future. This doesn't 
even address the objective way we need to evaluate the spiritual 
growth of our congregation. I have heard some people speak 
disparagingly of numerical growth and key on spiritual growth. 
Personally, I think the two should go together and not be 
mutually exclusive. But what concerns me, even more, is the 
total subjectivity of the average statement, "We've really 
grown, spiritually, in the last few years." By what criteria does 
one make that judgment? We've a long way to go in the prac
tical area of evaluating the spiritual health of our congrega
tions. Why not make a decision to begin the process right now? 
Gather the figures from last year and analyze them. If no one 
keeps such specific figures, then take it on yourself to see that 
it is done this year. You'll do the Kingdom of God a tremen
dous service by initiating such an annual spiritual check up. 

University Church of Christ, 2000 So. Milwaukee, Denver, CO 
80210 
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Second hand merchandise is usually un
satifactory when new products are avail
able. Second hand faith is never satisfy
ing, but for many individuals, reared in 
Christian homes, this seems the only pos
sibility. It is easy to feel that the ad
vantages of a Christian upbringing are 
more than cancelled out by the lack of 
struggle in attaining and holding one's 
faith. 

When the elder brother in Luke 15 re
turned home, he heard the joyful sounds 
of celebration for a brother returned. 
Working hard in the field for his father 
had left him devoid of sympathy for those 
who had been wasteful with their own in
heritance. Much has been said of the elder 
brother's sins of reaction in contrast to 
the prodigal's sins of positive action, but 
not much about the prodigal son's new re
sponsibilities. Consequently for many, the 
feeling persists that the prodigal, after 
all, did have a good idea. It is not that his 
prodigality is so exciting, but the fact that 
the prodigal son was able to experience 
both sides of life. The prodigal son has 
seen both sides; he probably won't even 
notice the labour in the next day's work. 
Like Jacob, in his work for Rachel, his 
work will seem like play. However, noth
ing will be exciting for the elder brother 
when he returns to the fields the next 
day. He knows those fields too well. It 
is tempting to feel that what the elder 
brother needs is his own trip to the far 
country and the pig pen. Then, home would 
be peaceful, parents would be loving, and 
even work would seem exciting. 

Churches are often filled with indi
viduals, who like the elder brother, labour 
heavily even though they have never been 
away from home. In contrast, there are 
usually a few who have been redeemed 
from the depths of sin and now shame the 
orthodox with their zeal. Like the man in 
Matthew 13 :45-6 who discovered the pearl 
of great price, they gladly surrender all. 
While others talk of salvation from sin, 
these seem to feel it for they· know of 
that from which they have been redeemed. 

In light of this, the struggling Chris
tian may believe he would feel differently 
if he could get away for a while. As he 
slips into the routine of Christianity, he 
concludes he does not know the meaning 
of sin. He contrasts his own colorless 
Christianity with the Apostle Paul's and 
concludes that Paul's great faith was a 
natural result of being the chiefest of 
sinners. 

The young Christian, growing up in the 
safety of Christian fellowship and educa
tion, may surmise that his faith is weak 
because it never has been tested. He looks 
to converted agnostics like C. S. Lewis 
and concludes that a period of doubt must 
precede any serious faith. 

Another concludes that lustful tempta
tion is powerful only because it has never 
been experienced. It seems generally 
agreed that each man has some wild oats 
to sow, and, since this is true, the sooner 
the better. 

This all sounds convincing, but a great 
deal has been everlooked. The prodigal 
son had new fields to plow, but they 
could get old in a hurry. There would be 

Second-Hand Faith 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

the same opportunities as the day he left 
the same problems, the same jobs, and 
home. 

It is one thing to be in a pig pen, 
thinking about his father's fields; it is a 
different thing to be working in them. In 
the following days, the returning son 
should keep his memory fresh of his past 
depths and thus revitalize, daily, his sense 
of joy in his home. Nevertheless, he has 
lost something while away: he has lost 
time, furthermore, he has lost the good 
qualities that could by now become per
manent. The elder brother has lost his 
spirit of joy, but it was not a result of 
staying home. In fact, his heart may be 
farther from home than his wandering 
brother's. 

Think of the prodigal sons who return 
for a visit only to find that nothing 
changed. We forget these as we think of 
the advantages of sin. Those who come 
in lasting repentance stand out for zeal, 
but they are a testimony to the power of 
salvation rather than to the redeeming 
power of sinful experience. 

Further reflection suggests that the 
method of strengthening faith by the op
posite experience is to suggest that the 
proper way to fight temptation is by giv
ing in to it. Calmer reflection suggests 
that the victories won and the lessons 
learned while away are not the best vic
tories that can be won. 

For example, what has the doubter 
learned in his period of doubt? He has 
learned perhaps, the futility of living by 
doubt; he has not learned that assurance 
which comes by applying his faith to the 
test of life. We do not deny that he has 
learned a valuable lesson. If doubt was 
necessary, he has learned the best lesson 
available to him. What we do deny is that 
he has learned the best lesson that can 
be learned in an equal period of time. It 
is one thing to be certain that doubt is 
self-defeating; it is a different thing to 
learn that life is victorious through faith. 

In like manner, the worldly life leads 
to disillusionment with sin, but not to 
power in Christian living. At the same 
time the prodigal son was learning this 
valuable lesson, the elder brother could 
have been growing in grace and knowl
edge. The prodigal son is still a beginner, 
although a wise beginner when he returns. 
Many Christians never grow, for the sim
ple reason they are constantly stopping 
and having to start all over. An experi
enced preacher tells of counseling a dis
couraged young minister who was won
dering why he had failed. Carefully, the 
young minister described his ten years 
experience in the ministry which had left 
him as ineffective as when he first began. 
"Why?" the young minister asked, ''has 
my experience resulted in no more than 
this ? " The older minister replied, "Be
cause you have not had ten years ex
perience, but one year's experience ten 

times." He had repeated the same ser
mons and ideas for ten congregations, and 
had had no growth. 

Many, who stay at home, fail to grow, 
but it is not because they stayed home. 
It is because they have only repeated the 
same experiences; they have never 
launchd out into new challenges to build 
upon their old foundations. 

1Such Christians are apt to sing "0 
Happy Day" with a frown on their faces. 
Would they be better off to leave home? 
They might be better off than they are 
today, but they will not be better off than 
those who follow a different course. 

G. K. Chesterton once remarked that 
there are two ways to get home. One way 
is to stay there, while the other is to 
wander all over the world until we finally 
make it home from the other side of the 
sea. This latter course was the course of 
the prodigal son. 

The former is the way of the one who 
stays at home and makes that home his. 
When he can say "my home," "my Fath
er" "my Brother," he can rejoice daily in 
th~ knowledge he is home. An old scientist, 
who had been a dedicated follower of 
Jesus, left his Bible for the inspection 
of his mourners. When they opened his 
Bible, they found Isaiah 53 heavily 
marked. Where it was said "our sins," his 
Bible read "my sins;" for "our sorrows," 
"my." The Suffering Servant suffers for 
me and by his stripes I am healed. Such 
personal conviction puts power into our 
faith. 

There is enough in the Christian to 
provide a lifetime of exciting discoveries. 

Christians can learn from the experiences 
of Henry David Thoreau who thought his 
own home was the center of the world and 
was determined to annex the rest of the 
world to it. While his contemporaries 
wanted to see the world he was deter
mined to enjoy every inch of Concord; 
there was enough in Concord to occupy 
a man for a lifetime. Much more can be 
said of the Christian home. Paul prays 
in Ephesians 3 that we may be able to 
comprehend the love of Christ which 
passes understanding. If man can open his 
eyes to the fulness of the Christian life, 
surely he will feel no need to depart; he 
will find the challenges of the Christian 
life sufficiently stimulating for a life
time. 

Ralph Sockman once described an indi
vidual who for many years longed to see 
Niagara Falls. After years of hopin~, 
the day finally came when he could begm 
his journey. Since this was years ago, the 
travel was arduous and much of it was 
on foot. After journeying several hun
dred difficult miles, he reached a position 
where he sat down to rest for the final 
lap of his journey. While resting, he heard 
a loud roar from the distance and recog
nized it as the sound of Niagara Falls. 
With his eagerness intensified by expecta
tion he asked a nearby resident of the 
are~ to describe the Falls to him. To his 
surprise, this farmer, who had. lived ~n 
walking distance all his life, sa1d he dtd 
not know, he had never been there. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Jesus and the Historians 
One of t he most irri tating things about 

this life under the sun is that you can ask 
a lot more questions than you can answer. 
And if you are trying to be a Christian 
apologist it is . additional irritation that 
unbelievers can ask you a lot of short, 
simple questions that may take several 
minutes, or pages, to answer. 

One such question commonly posed by 
non-Christians pertains to Jesus Christ 
and his p lace in history. The Communists 
have a simplistic position on Christ
that he was a pure myth, a sheer inven
tion of the Christian community. This is 
an incredible thesis to uphold for how 
could one possibly explain the Church 
without Christ? How could you explain 
Islam without Mohammed? How could 
you explain Buddhism without Buddha? 
How could you explain the Franciscans 
without St. Francis? 

Other unbelievers won't go as far as 
t he Communists but will insist that we 
must be agnostic on the genuine, historical 
J esus. "What evidence do you h ave," th ey 
ask, "that doesn't come from sources that 
are already Christian?" In other words, 
do we Christians have any parallel or 
collateral proof about J esus of Nazareth? 

This is a genuine problem and the Chris
tian must not run away from it . If the 
New Testament record of our Lord's ac
t ivities is accurate then it seems he should 
have caused a big ripple in the h istory of 
his time. He should have created enough 
interest in the world to have gained con
siderable comment in histories and records 
of the f irst cent ury outside of t he New 
Testament . 

J OSEPHUS 
Actually, there is a contemporary di

rect reference to Jesus in the writings of 
the J ewhh historian, J osephus. This de
scription of Jesus appears in his Anti
quities (xviii , 63f) : 

Now, there was a bout this t ime Jesus, 
a wise man , if it be lawful to call him a 
man, for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of such men as re
ceive the truth wit h pleasure. He drew 
over to him both many of the Jews, and 
many of t he Gentiles. He was the 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the sug
gestion of the principal men amongst 
us, had condemned him to the cross, 
those t hat loved him at the first did not 
forsake him; for he appeared to them 
a live again at the third day; as the 
divine prophets had fot·etold these and 
t he thousand other wonderful things con
cerning him. And the tribe of Chris
t ians, so named from him, are not ex
tinct this day. 

We can prove from the writings of Eu
sebius, t he bishop of Caesarea in t he 
fourth century, that this paragraph stood 
in the works of Josephus as he knew them, 
because E usebius quotes it in his Eccle
siastical Histo1·y, written about 325 A.D., 
a nd in his Dc11wnstration of the Gos11el, 
written sometime earlier. It appears cer
tain that someone-possibly a Christian 
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scribe-tampered with this passage since 
we know from other sources that Josephus 
recognized the Roman Emperor Vespasian, 
not Jesus of Nazareth, as the l\Iessiah. 
Nevertheless it would be a strain on the 
credulity to affirm that someone created 
this entire paragraph on Christ out of 
whole cloth. It probably preserves a gen
uine reference to Christ by Joseph us. 

Allowing for a possible interpolation 
from another writer, then, we can say 
that in all his writings Josephus bears 
witness to the following facts about Jesus: 
(1) his date, (2) his being the brother of 
James the Just, (3) his reputation as a 
mi racle-worker, ( 4) his crucifixion under 
Pi late as a result of charges brought 
against him by the Jewish rulers, (5) his 
claim to be the Messiah, and (6) his being 
the founder of the "tribe of Christians." 

It is therefore incorrect for anyone to 
say t hat no external historian refers di
rectly to Christ. 

THE GOSPELS 
E ven if we had no statement from 

Josephus, however, it would still remain 
true that the writers of the New Testa
ment provide a direct witness to Christ. 
One of them, Luke, was a great historian 
in his own right, worthy of comparison 
to Herodotus, Thucycides, and Tacitus. 
For no good reason the unbeliever tends 
to disregard the New Testament because 
it is "internal" and not "external." 

But just why is it such a drawback to 
have internal evidence of Christ? Would 
anyone suggest that the New Testament 
documents are faulty history? Archae
ology has proved the contrary. Why, then 
brush them aside just because they are 
internal testimony? There doesn't seem 
to be any good reason except naturalistic 
prejudice. 

We must continually remind people that 
-strange as it may sound-the New Tes
tament did not exist in the days of the 
New Testament! What I mean is this : 
each of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, J ohn) was ot;ginally an indepen
dent document about Christ. If you had 
accused (say) Luke of giving an "inter
nal" witness to Christ when he penned 
his first book he would have been very 
puzzled at such an objection. He would 
have asked, "Internal to what?" It was 
decades before Luke's gospel was bound 
to Acts and took its place in our present 
canon. Before the canon took shape no 
single witness to Christ could have been 
called "internal." 

But, then, the unbeliever alters his ap
proach slightly and asserts that any New 
Testament witness to Christ is an "in
side" witness because it was written by 
a convert. This, again, is just an anti
religious prejudice. If we rejected all ac
counts that came from "interested" parties 
we would kill a large portion of our h is
tories. This objection would destroy 
Churchill's Second World War, Eisenhow-

er's Cntsade in Ew·opc, and Shirer's Rise 
a11d Fall of the Third Reich. It would 
eliminate most great memoirs and recol
lections. 

The fact is, when we read accounts by 
"interested" writers we easily make al
lowances for the author's interested 
viewpoint. Any practising historian 
readily acknowledges that an "inside" ac
count has valuable qualities of i ts own 
which could not be matched in the most 
objective appraisal by an outsider. 

·why do some people have so much trou
ble applying this same pt·inciple to the 
New Testament records on Christ? 

THE CRUCIAL QUESTION 
Unbelievers have a bad habit of demand

ing perfect evidence for various aspects 
of the Christian faith. For example, in 
this matter they wonder why we have no 
record of the report that, presumably, 
Pontius Pilate, prefect of Judaea, sent 
to Rome concerning the trial and execution 
of Jesus of Nazareth. We simply remind 
them that no official record has been pre
served of any report which Pilate, or any 
other Roman governor of Judaea, sent 
to Rome about anything! Very rarely 
has any report from any Roman governor 
of any Roman province survived to modern 
times. We can be sure that Roman ad
ministrators sent in various kinds of re
ports on a regular basis but for the most 
part such documents were insignificant 
and therefore disappeared. 

So, the vital question reads: Where 
would you honestly expect the name of 
Christ to be mentioned in the first half 
century after his death? What kind of 
document would likely r efer to him? Here 
we have a religious leader who won a 
following by his special claims and then 
was executed-but there were numerous 
people like this in the first century Pales
t ine (e.g. , see Acts 5 :35-37) . Only a police 
repor t would have mentioned him at first, 
and this is one of the most ephemer al of 
all documents. 

Later, however, when Jesus' disciples 
preached his Resurrection around the 
eastern Mediterranean a nd proclaimed him 
as the deliverer fo r whom the world was 
waiting and made thousands of converts 
.. . well, then the name of Jesus Christ, 
the obscure carpenter from Palestine, be
came a household word in the E ternal 
City. But all this takes t ime, and we find 
the name of Christ becoming known at a 
later time than his actual lifetime, just 
exactly what you would expect when you 
look at all the facts of the situation. 

It turns out, therefore, that the case 
for Jesus Christ has adequate evidence, 
regardless of whether non-Christian his
torians mention him or not. He is men
tioned by Cht;stian writers and by 
Josephus and that's all you could reason
ably expect until decades after his career. 
Anyone who insists on stronger proof than 
this has made up his mind in advance. 

Columbia Christian College, 200 North
east 9lst Ave., Portland, Ore. 97220 
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Missions 
Management 

(5) 
DALE LUNDY 

More has been written about the ac
tivities of the involvement phase of mis
sions than any other aspect of local man
agement of missions, and not without 
good reason. The most significant co~
tribution of Missions Management to this 
area may be simply to say first of all not 
to ignore the things that have been writ
ten in this area, and secondly, when doing 
these things, take them seriously. These 
two principles will not preclude all bad 
decisions, but bad decisions do not habit
ually come from sound considerations, and 
when they occasionally do they are cer
tainly much less damaging. 

The involvement phase is that phase of 
mission in which a congregation selects a 
mission field, selects a man, sets specific 
goals for the work and raises funds for 
it. Two things are important. One is the 
order. It did not appear that way by luck 
of the typewriter. There are important 
reasons to select the field prior to the 
missionary and to do both prior to fund
raising. The other is the subtle shift of 
responsibility that has occurred. Because 
we approach missions from initiative 
rather than response we, the local church, 
are doing things the missionary used to 
do (but which we really should have been 
doing all along, and knew it). 

Selecting a field is the first step in 
mission involvement. Good criteria for field 
selection is available. And the method for 
selecting a field certainly is important. 
But the most critical thing is to look at 
the selection with a view toward long term 
management of your mission effort. 

The difference becomes that we no long
er sponsor a missionary, we sponsor a 
mission area. And it has to be. If we are 
to have long term goals seeking results 
in evangelism and church growth we can
not let a missionary stand in our way. 
Now that is not said derogatorily. But it 
is a fact that when a veteran missionary 
returns home for a lengthy and well
deserved furlough that his work must be 
continued. If the local church is com
mitted to that area the needs of the field 
will continue to be supplied and the church 
there will continue to grow. If it is com
mitted only to the missionary it may not. 

That is precisely the reason why the 
pattern must change. When a local church 
is committed to a missionary who is him
self committed to a field the field is de
pendent upon a man who does not have it 
within his power to supply all its needs 
even while he is there, and he certainly 
cannot mantain continuity without inter
ruption. When a local church is committed 
to a field they are obligated for replace
ment missionaries, supplemental mission
aries, or supplies, or whatever else the 

need is. And only the local church has 
the means to fulfill this obligation. 

Weak or dead churches remain in many 
areas because a missionary left before the 
church was mature and no one stepped in 
to fill the void. When a congregation com
mits to an area, however, a measurable 
goal is established. We may define evan
gelization of Salvador, Brazil, for exam
ple, as having one mature church or twen
ty, but there is no doubt that when we 
finally pull our missionaries out of this 
city which we have as yet not entered, 
national Christians will be doing the job 
there effectively. 

Now it should not be assumed that it 
is always incorrect to select a missionary 
before the field is decided upon. The mis
sionary may in fact be a valuable source 
of information in determining selection of 
a field and an area may initially become 
important to a congregation because a 
well-loved missionary is involved there. 
But if the missions program is to be a 
long term success the local church must 
make a solid commitment to the location 
independently of the missionary. This ac
tually results in benefit to the missionary 
because his own goals now are shared by 
others who are mutually committed to 
them. 

One common problem that usually sur
faces when considering the selection of a 
field is the cocoon complex. It is the urge 
to become wrapped up in ourselves. This 
manifests itself in two ways. The first is 
to criticize our mission activity because 
we are not doing enough at home. The sec
ond is to suggest that foreign mission 
fields are too expensive and too difficult 
and we should find one closer to home. 
Both of these must be dealt with de
cisively. 

In regards to the first objection it must 
be recognized that our success at missions 
is certainly not the cause of our failure 
at home, if indeed we are failing at home~ 
And to begin to fail at missions also may 
balance our program but it is obviously 
a poor answer. It is logic of the worst 
kind. We must not be trapped into believ
ing that the situation is such that we 
must have one choice or the other. We 
should have strong programs at home and 
strong mission programs. 

In regards to the second objection it is 
sufficient to answer that no extant ver
sion of Christ's great commission so limits 
the charge to go. Again it is poor logic to 
begin to play domestic missions against 
foreign missions when our goal should be 
to preach the gospel in both. And it may 
be argued that the much greater demand 
on our resources required by foreign mis
sions should be fulfilled by those churches 
to whom much has been given in terms of 
money, talent, and ability. That is likely 
true. Doing too much has seldom been 
our problem. 
Selecting the right man is also extremely 
critical. Many congregations have been 
soured on either foreign or domestic mis
sions by a work that was a failure. Now 
it is true that that is a totally inappro
priate response. But it certainly is easier 
to sell success and we owe God no less 
than our best in any area of missions. 

We need to send our best men. If pay 
is a problem, let us sacrifice to pay them 
adequately. If support is a problem, let 
us support them enthusiastically. If train
ing is a problem, let us train them thor
oughly. But let us give God only our very 
best. 

The decision on who to send is likely 
the hardest one to make because of its 
serious nature. Also compounding the 
problem is the fact that our training in 
management of missions and our desire 
to send have not kept pace with the train
ing of missionaries and their desire to go. 

The situation appears as a surplus of 
missionaries. Actually it is a dearth of 
local responsibility. And every man who 
searches long and hard for funds to go is 
visible testimony that our approach has 
been exactly backwards. But though men 
to go may be easy to find, the right man 
for going may not. Training, desire, and 
maturity are all factors to consider. 

We must realize that responsibility for 
funding an adequate amount of missions 
to take the gospel around the- world be
longs to the local church. A great awaken
ing is circulating through the brother
hood in regard to mission funding, par
ticularly in the form of once per year 
contributions. Popularizing this method 
will doubtless prove to be one of the most 

(Continued on page 11) 

What About that Refund? 
CARL W. WADE 

Shortly a great number of Americans 
are going to be receiving an added bonus 
to their income. It will be in the form of 
the Federal Income Tax Refund. Now my 
article will be brief and to the point. 

God has blessed us with a rich and pros
pering nation. We eat well, sleep comfort
ably, go about in late model cars shop
ping and a multitude of other blessings 
are ours. These things are from God! The 
Rich Fool of Luke 12:13-20 forgot that 
point. I pray we will not. 

The Bible is clear, "Give and it shall 
be given unto you .... " Jesus went on to 
say," ... shall men give unto your bosom". 
So men, in the form of the Internal Rev
enue Department are giving unto me. But 
this giving is God's blessing in my life 
and the life of every other Christian in 
our nation! 

Paul commanded, " ... let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God has pros
pered him. . . ." I intend to return my 
unexpected prosperity to God who gave 
it to me. Sure I can use it for a bill, a 
payment on some of the "things" I've 
charged or for my insurance payments. 
But if I give it to the Lord, through the 
church, I am giving it for a spiritual 
cause. 

And just think, what if all 2,000,000 
plus of our members gave their Income 
Tax Refund checks to the LORD'S WORK 
this year! What a boon to the contribution 
of the church. What great works could be 
greater! 
1406 Hidden Valley, Van Buren, Ark. 
72956 
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"I Want X, Therefore X Is Right" NEIL GALLAGHER 

At a conference in a mid-western state, 
I sat at the opposite end of the head table 
from the Attorney General. 

"If two adults consent to homosexual 
activity . . . that's their business. The 
state has no rig~t to interfere," he argued. 

I stood and called, at random, a man 
from the audience. I asked him to come 
up and stand next to me. 1(He said his 
name was Howard.) 

"Now I want you to imagine," I said to 
the Attorney General and the audience, 
"that I am very, very depressed. Very de
pressed. So depressed that I want to com
mit suicide. I consent to dying. But I am 
terrified to hold the gun and pull the trig
ger. So I ask Howard here to do it for me. 
He agrees. He consents to shooting the 
bullet into my ear. Two consenting adults. 
I consent to a murder (my own)-and he 
consents to it." 

"Now sir, ... "I turned to the Attorney 
General, " ... if Howard shoots that bullet 
into my ear, is he culpable of murder?" 

He said yes. 
And that's the point. Whether one adult, 

two adults, or 250 million adults consent 
to an act does not make an act right. 
What people subjectively want has noth
ing to do with what is objectively 'right. 

And this brings to light the faulty phil
osophical premise underneath three un
biblical and unlawful practices: homosex
uality, pornography, and abortion. The 
faulty premise is this: "I want X, there
fore X is right." 

Homosexuality 
"I want (or consent to) homosexual 

acts, therefore it is right for me to engage 
in homosexual acts." 

But, as we have just seen, consent never 
makes a wrong act right. And if those 
who consent are many, glib, rich, power
ful, educated or famous . . . it does not 
matter. Wrong is W'rong, regardless of 
consent. 

Pornography 
"If adults want Playboy, Hustler, ... 

and even the creepier, sicker stuff, let 
them have it," the talk-show host said to 
me in debate. This is the gist of what I 
told him: 

Because some adults (tragically) want 
to ignite their passions with sex-abuse 
(later perpetrated on women and girls), 
does not mean that God or the state al
lows such sex-abuse. Specifically, this 
means that citizen's freedom-to-read has 
nothing to do with this fact: it is un
biblical and unlawful to sell sex-abuse. 

And those communities which still al
low the open sale of sex-abuse magazines 
and films do so only because the citizens 
do not affirm their (1) God-given respon
sibilities and (2) constitutional rights. 

Yes, many want pornography-in mag
azines, film and TV. But pornography is 
sex-abuse. And sex-abuse is wrong, re
gm·dless of consent. 

Abortion 
"No one forces a woman to get an abor

tion. Let women choose what to do with 
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their own bodies!!" scream the abortion
ists. Two things are wrong: 

(1) Unfortunately, it is not the woman's 
body killed in the abortion. The baby gets 
no chance to exercise his preference for 
what he'd like concerning his body. 

(2) The abortionist banner of "pro
choice" (code word for pro-kill) again be
trays the faulty philosophical premise: "I 
want to kill my baby, therefore, it is right 
to kill my baby." 

But if each American woman chooses 
to kill her nascent baby-whether in alley 
or antiseptic room-it is still wrong. 
Killing babies is wrong, regardless of con
sent. 

The Glorious Invitation 

"Getting used to Glory" was the subject 
of a fine article by Norman Gipson in 
the November 20, 1979, Firm Foundation. 
Brother Gipson described the perennial 
problem of getting used to God's glory, 
as exemplified by Nadab and Abihu, the 
Israelites at Sinai, and Solomon. He 
warned that we, too, can "get used to 
glory." 

One way in which I believe members of 
the church have generally "gotten used 
to glory" is in what we usually refer to 
as "extending the invitation." Extending 
the invitation is a perennial problem for 
the preacher, because so often the subject 
of the sermon does not lend itself well to 
extending the invitation. Thus, the preach
er may give instructions for responding 
to the invitation at the beginning of the 
sermon, or he may choose to wrench the 
subject of his sermon around to meet the 
requirements of an invitation, or he may 
just finish his sermon proper and preach 
a sermonette afterwards to extend the 
invitation. This problem of extending the 
invitation must be given more attention, 
however, because of what has happened 
in our congregations. 

Almost universally members of the 
church want the invitation to be offered, 
indeed would contend that a sermon is 
not "scriptural" without one, because some 
might need to respond publicly. But what 
does the invitation mean for the average 
member? It is a signal that the "real" 
sermon is over, it is time to begin putting 
on coats, itis time to get song books and 
prepare to sing that last song. Often a 
preacher speaking without the aid of a 
microphone is fairly drowned out by the 
noise of song books being pulled out of 
the racks. The average member turns his 
mind off when the preacher begins the in
vitation, because he just knows the 
preacher is really talking to everyone else. 

What is the preacher to do, then? The 
preacher must educate his congregation, 
both by word and by example. No doubt 
a part of the reason that the congrega-

Living on the premise "I want X, there
fore X is right" devours people. It devours 
them not only through the dramatic rav
aging practices of homosexuality, por
nography, and abortion, but through the 
many daily decisions which ignore what 
God wants. 

The true premise is: "God wants X, 
therefore X is right." 

This is the clear teaching of the Bible, 
our manual for earthly and eternal hap
piness: "He has showed you, 0 man, what 
is good; and what does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly WITH 
YOUR GOD (Micah. 6:8). 

22 Wampanoag Trail, East Providence, 
RI 02915 

BOB PRICHARD 

tion's reaction to the invitation is so 
apathetic is found in the way that some 
have presented the invitation. All who 
proclaim the unsearchable riches must give 
more attention to presenting the invitation 
in a way that is interesting, timely, and 
that calls for a response, either outwardly 
or inwardly, of every listener. Preachers 
must resist the temptation to rush through 
presentation of the invitation or to skimp 
on preparation in that area of their ser
mon. There are more imaginative ways of 
extending the invitation than simply 
stating the steps of the plan of salva
tion. Every sermon should call upon the 
listener for a response-inwardly, if not 
outwardly. 

In educating our congregations about 
the invitation, they must be made to re
alize that the invitation is truly for them. 
And not only that, but that the way they 
respond to the invitation may affect the 
way others respond. The member who is 
getting a coat or pulling out a songbook 
or even using the occasion as an oppor
tunity to leave the building during the 
invitation is teaching his children and 
others around him that the invitation is 
an unimportant part of the worship ser
vice which is merely to be tolerated. 

But the invitation is glorious! And we 
have gotten used to that glory. "The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come, and let him that 
heareth say, "Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." Whosoever 
will may come. We hear this glorious 
opportunity week after week, and we get 
used to glory. Hearing of this opportuni
ty should cause us to want to share it 
with others, and should cause us to ex
amine our lives, and should above all, be 
a time of thanksgiving for each one who 
has been washed in the blood of the lamb. 

The invitation-let us make it all that 
it can be, and must be, to be pleasing to 
God. 

503 ~lymouth Street, Kannapolis, North 
Carolina 28081 
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A Request of Those Who Teach 
LEONARD MULLENS 

For more than twenty-five years now, it has been my privilege 
to edit this column in the Firm Foundation. During this time, 
many of you have contributed much to the column of your time 
and from your funds of information. For this, gratitude is ex
pressed. Appreciation is also given to all of you who have read 
this column and who have been kind in telling us how it has 
been of benefit to you. 

The writing here has been devoted to the art of teaching God's 
word, which is the noblest enterprise known to man. Teaching 
is the way our Lord chose to propagate his kingdom and his 
way of life on earth among men. He said: "Go . . . teach all 
nations." Really, all that the church of Christ does in the world 
comes about because of teaching the will of God. This empha
sizes the importance of the great work of teaching in the king
dom of the Lord. It is our desire and purpose now to try to 
make this column of even greater value and interest to you as 
teachers of God's word. To achieve that purpose, we are going 
to ask all of you who are interested and who will do so to look 
over the areas of teaching listed below, with questions that 
are asked, and check those matters of special concern to you. 

Then, this information will be taken and will plan to meet 
these needs in reference to teaching through this column. Your 
input will be of great assistance in making these plans. Please 
study these things seriously and when you have completed 
your checking, mail the information, which you may clip out, to 
me at the address shown above, and then we'll proceed to con
tact others who are known in these various fields of teaching, 
asking them to help all of us with their knowledge. 

Please be reminded that this work cannot move along without 
your response; without your help. If you will give your name 
and address that will help, although it is not essential. If you 
know of someone who is especially gifted in these various 
areas of teaching, sending their names will also be of help to 
us as well. Please check the age group in which you are, as a 
teacher, most concerned. This will help us to concentrate on 
those groups where the greatest interest is indicated. 

Nursery-Pre-Schoo&-___ _ 

Primary ____ _ (Grades 1 & 2) 

Junior ___ _ (Grades 3 & 4) 

Intermediate (Grades 5 & 6) 

Junior High (Gradts 7 & 8) 

Senior High _____ (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 

(Note: You may not use these exact designations; that does 
not matter.) 

Young Peopl~ ____ ,This will include those of college age, 

professional young people, etc. Write here the sub group 

------------ (such as college, etc .. ) 

Adults . Write here the sub group in 
age break-downs, such as 25 to 35, 35 to 45, etc. Senior Citi
zens, Women's classes, men's classes etc. 

Would you like to have information on teaching new con-

verts? ____ _ 

Teaching outsiders (non-Christians)? ____ _ 

Teaching to observe all things He has commanded? ____ _ 
Check the list below, using 1, 2, 3, etc. in order of importance 
to you, that you would like to see discussed in this column. 

Teaching methods __ Characteristics of the age groups_ 

Ways to us the Bible in teaching __ Teaching aids __ .. 

Any others (please write in your own) _________ _ 

What about the size of classes? Give numbers: Young chil-

dren. ___ _ Junior and Intermediates. _____ ; Young 

People--___ _ Adults -----

There are a number of publishers of literature among us in the 
brotherhood. Without, of course, mentioning any particular one 
or any specific series of lessons, check what you consider to be, 
in numbers 1, 2, 3 etc. the outstanding areas where improve
ment needs to be made. 

Loyalty to the Bible __ ; Correct use of the Bible_; 

Visual aids __ ; Lesson content __ , 

Other (write in your own here) ____________ _ 
In the following general areas, check your interest using num
bers 1, 2, 3 etc. in order of importance to you. 

Attendtlnce __ (How to improve it, build it, maintain it) 

Class rooms __ (Size, interior decorating, comfort) 
Class discipline __ (How to correct, maintain, etc.) 

Auditorium classes __ (Value of, and should we have them) 
Vacation Bible Schools __ (Five days, ten days; day or night 

classes) 
Teacher Workshops __ (Where held, in the local church, city-

wide) 
Self-help suggestions __ (Personal studies, etc) 
Other (write your own here) _____________ _ 
Are you acquainted with WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL? 
__ Yes __ No (check). 

If not, would you like information on this great way of teaching 
the word of God to so many people in the world? 

Last year, about 70 people a day obeyed the gospel through 
the teaching efforts of WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL. 

Your response is needed. 

1610 Lawnview, Corpus Chhisti, Texas 78404 
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MARVIN PERKINS 

We regret to announce the sudden pass
ing of Marvin Perkins, Minister of the 
Centra l Church in Bryan, Texas, of a 
coronary attack suffered Thursday, March 
6th. Bt·other Perkins was born at Jellico 
Creek, Kentucky, March 31, 1933 and was 
46 years old at. the time of his death. He 
obeyed the gospel while serving in the 
Navy from 1952-1956 at Corpus Christi, 
Texas and there ma rried Betty J can Elam. 
Ho began preaching near San Antonio 
part time in 1963 and had served the 
congregation at Boerne, Texas for 10 
years before com ing to the pulpit of the 
Centra l congregation in 1975. He is sur 
vived by his wife Betty, sons Michael a nd 
Teny, and a daughter Laura, a ll of the 
home; one married son, Steve, of Abilene 
and married daughter, Karen Buser, of 
Bryan. 

Services were conducted Saturday 
afternoon March 8th at the Central build
ing by l\licky Walker of the Cavitt Street 
Church and Brother R. L. Nolen of the 
Anderson Church of Christ. 

He was a first generation Christian with 
love for lost souls and was vitally inter
ested in personal evangelism. He spent 
much lime in Correspondence Course work 
in Ghana and had made several trips there 
to baptize converts. He had the respect 
of those who knew him within the church 
and without. 

Micky Walker 

Fiftieth Anniversary 

The North " A" and Tennessee church in 
Midland will celebrate a "50th Anniversary 
Homecoming" on May 25. A tentative 
schedule is as follows: 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
First Worship Service. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Second Worship Service. 12 :00 noon
Catered Dinner on the Premises. 2:30 to 
3:15 p.m. Singing of Old Favorite Songs. 
3:15 to 4:00 p.m. Anniversary Worship 
Services. 

Please send a ll information and inqui l'ies 
to the North "A" a nd Tennessee Church 
of Christ, 505 San Angelo Sl., 1\Iidland, 
Texas 79701. 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products Cor tho Thrlftf 
Congr egation or Christian Sch oo 

P lease write or ca ll for free catalog . 

The WILSON Co. 
P . 0. Dx 8300 Ed Wilson 
\Vnco, •rexns 'I'M10 (81'1') '1''1'2-1104 

SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION IN ASIA 
SHOWS DRAMATIC INCREASE OVER 

PAST DECADE 

More than one bill ion Scriptures were 
distributed during the past decade in Asia 
and the Pacific region by the Bible So
cieties, accord ing to figures released re
cently by the American Bible Society. 

A total of 12,695,077 complete Bibles 
were distributed in t he area during the ten 
year period, 1969-1979. 
. According to the Bible Society in Hong 

Kong, 196,000 Scriptures were forwarded 
in 1979 to the People's Republic of China 
either by mail or by visitors going into 
the country. 

Larry Fryer, Box 174, Athens, Tex. 
75751: The Lord's church in the country 
of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) looks back on 1979 
as a year of n1any great accomplishments. 

The Bible Correspondence School graded 
and returned to interested Buddhist, Hin
du an.d denominational people some 95,-
488 B1ble lessons in 1979. The Bible Cor
respondence work helps to lay the ground 
work for a strong sound church in this 
island of 14 million people. 

In October 1979 the church was blessed 
with a permanent meeting place in Co
lombo, the capital city of Sri Lanka with 
a population of around 3 million people. 

Brother Perry Cotham of Grand Prairie 
Texas co~pleted a gospel meeting in thi~ 
country 111 December and more than 20 
people from all the different religions 
r esponded to the Lord's call. 

My fam ily and I have been associated 
with the Lord's work in Sri Lanka for the 
past 4 years. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our ch ild ren are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through the ir love 
and experience, teach them God Love 
and Responsibility. ' 

Salary, ho use, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement and chi ldren 
furnished. ' 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

l-·---·----- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
CUSHIONS FOR 

CHURCH PEWS 
At prices you can afford. 

Oomfort and Beauty. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

"""""" ~ ~~ &~ ......... I 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·~~~~~~:~:~~:~=~~~---·-. 
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BlUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Clu·is lian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

512/ 884-6287 or 512/882-6244 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & re lated institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

W'rile or call for information 

BILL MIN ICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/0 

or more 
115,000 

lntet·est Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3 % to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

ComJJOund Inte rest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% yeat·s 
Available in denominations of 250 

500, 1,000 ' 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus a nd more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TE:\1PE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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.MISSION MANAGEMENT (5) 
(Continued f rom page 7) 

significant contributions to missions in 
this century, not merely because of the 
enormous amount of extra funds gen
erated, but because the natural extension 
of it is to make us r ealize that funding 
missions really is our responsibility as a 
local church. For if we do not do our 
fair share it is not the missionaries who 
fail ed in their fu ndra ising but we who 
failed in our commitment to Christ. The 
difference is devastating. 

The most serious obstacle we face in 
miss ion funding is what has been accurate
ly, if not aesthetically, named our grass
hopper complex. From the beginning that 
sort of attitude has never been a favorite 
with God. But it is not even a problem 
yet of leaming to walk by faith, for if we 
would only to begin to walk by sight and 
do that which it is obvious we can do our 
mission efforts would increase fourfold 
immediately. When we r each that point 
and then start learning to walk by faith 
the impact will be staggering. Comments 
about our inability to support a foreign 
work or a full time missionary or addi
tional works will become things of the 
past. 

The fina l activity of t he involvement 
phase is to set specif ic goals. This is the 
essential hallmark of anything well-man
aged and will give us a way to evaluate 
ourselves. It also says to everyone that 
we are serious about this job we have 
undertaken. 

The involvement phase is important and 
it is essential. It may change our attitudes 
toward mission work when we approach 
it with a real understanding of our own 
responsibility to make it work. Changing 
missionaries seldom solves a problem, 
but putting together a sound program in 
the beg inning will do a great deal to pre
vent problems a nd ensure our success in 
this important business of missions. 

732 Winding Bend Lane, Manchester, Mo. 
63101 

SECOND HAND FAITH 

(Continued from page 5) 
Many, like t he elder brother, have lived 

in sight of unfathomable riches for a 
lifetime and yet feel cheated out of the 
best things of life. 

Harding University, Station A, Searcy, 
Ark. 72143 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P .O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, To., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES I N 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

Some unique opportunities for service in 
the Kingdom are presented to young 
Christian adults in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Wit h lwo churches in Geneva-one in 
French and the other in Spanish-and 
with a large German and Italian-speaking 
population, and with a large international 

communi ty, a wide range of learning and 
service situations exist. A young Christian 
adult who has some background in one 
of these four languages, or who has a 
desire to learn and work in one or more 
of these languages, would find many open 
doors in Geneva. Contact Doyle Key, SA 
Ch. de. P ontverre, 1232 Confignon/Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

1979 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bo und in heavy "Jaw ·book" tan bu ckrMn, the 1979 bound volume of the 
Firm F'oundwtion will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
va,lue every year, 816 pages of history of what ha.p;pened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get 
yours while they are availaJble. Price $10.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1978 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Te%as 78767 

612 N. High School Rd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 65224 

JUNE 5-7 INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER JUNE 5-7 

SPECIAL YOUTH SERIES-CLASSES EVERY HOUR 

John Waddey 
Bruce Mayo 
Rick Weber 

Speakers Include: 
Nick Young Boyd Williams 
Neil Parsons Paul Pape 
Neal Pryor Jack Evans 

or H0using Call: (317) 244-397!4 or 545·0103 

ft1id·jlmerica E11aq~elisrq 
vlorluhop 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

~outbtasttrn Jiiblical Jnstitutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 
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-The~ . 
Oice 0{Th 
WALTER ~Golden OracJe -

-1796_1861 ~OTT 

Announcing the reprinting of a 

CLASSIC LITERARY WORK 

I , 
I 

; 

THE EVA ELIS'I 
By Walter Scott 

- 1832 to 1843 -
TEN VOLUMES HARDBOUND - GOLD STAMPED 

Over two thousand pages of original 
source material for today's Restoration Reader. 

FIRM FO 
UN DATION 

-APRIL 29 
, 1980 



WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE,TIME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O . Box 610 , Austin, Texas 78767 

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (total of $42.95) upon 
receipt of the books. 

Name _ _ ___ ____ _______ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _____ ____ _ _ 

City _ _____ State ____ Zip---

* Please Note: 

• We do still have just one set ofThe Millennia/ 
Harbinger left@ $350.00 per set. 

• We also have 5 sets of The Christian 
Messenger@ $ 125.00 per set. 

• These are available under the following pay
ment plan: send YJ down payment and pay 
out the balance plus postage in six equal 
installments. 



BOOKS !Jn feview 
GREAT DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE. 

East Tennessee School of Preaching. 
349 p. Paper $6; Cloth $8. 

The 1980 Lectureship book discussing 
20 great themes, such as: The God Head. 
The Holy Spirit, Special Creation, Satan, 
Election, Salvation, Baptism, the:> Church, 
Evangelism, Authority, Church Govern
ment, the Judgment, etc. These subjects 
were discussed by such men as Hugo Mc
Cord, l\L H. Tucker, Flavil Nichols, Jim 
Massey, Rex Turner, George Carlyle and 
a dozen others. The best of contemporary 
thought. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE 
END OF TIME. Russell Boatman. Col
lege Press. 422 p. Cloth $13.50. 

Here is a book that goes much deeper 
than most go in dealing with the error of 
Premillennialism. It is well written, thor
oughly documented, and presented in a 
very 1·eadable style. We found some things 
in this book that we had not seen else
where. Although we do not agree with 
every sentence in the book we found it a 
very challenging and stimulating study. 

THE PAPERBACK .M:ARKET 

LIVING MORE SIMPLY. Ronald Sider. 
IVP. 204 p. $4.95. 

Here's one that's different. In our com
plex world with all its pressure Ronald 
Sider convened the U. S. Consultation on 
Simple Lifestyle, and collected what the 
renowned speakers said on the subject in
to one very inte1·esting volume. All in all 
it is a plea to take time to smell the roses. 
It's a book I'm going to read again some
time. 

LIVING WITH UNFULFILLED DE
SIRES. Walter Trobisch. IVP. 130 p. 
$3.50. 

Here are eighteen young people writing 
for help with their flaming passions and 
unfulfilled desires. An experienced coun
selor-one of the world's most r enowned
attempts to advise them. He strongly 
urges saving oneself for marriage, but 
acknowledging the fact that many haven't, 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21j2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHU RCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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he gently urges repentance and forgive
ness. There's no use to keep on hating 
yourself. 

GOD'S NEW SOCIETY. John Stott. IVP. 
28"( p. $5.95. 

All book.. reviewed here may be purchased 
from tho Firm Foundation Publishing House. 
Please add 70c .for postage and handling on 
orders of $10.00 or Ius : 8% on orders over 
10.00. 

An unusual commentary on the book of 
Ephesians. It is an effort to show that 
God brings a ll things together in the 
church, and breaks down every wall that 
separates groups, making them one in 
Christ. A church like God intended the 
New Testament church to be is the only 
real hope of our society. Some refreshing 
insights into undenominational thinking. 

FIRESIDE CHATS. Dan Harless. Baker. 
91 pp., $3.95. 

A coffee table gift. book, measuring 8x8, 
that presents a host of short, timeless 
essays on the subjects close to every heart. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

CHURCHES: 
Cut Bus Maintenance Costs 

Decrease 
Fuel Budget Outlay to 

Increase 
In Other Areas of 

Evangelism 
10% Above Wholesale 

For Information Contact: 

MIKE, PEGGY RITIER 
RR 1 Box 82 

Louise, Tx. 77455 
(713) 543-4028 

100% Synthetic Lubricants 

~aY 24th~~~~~~~~~~Saturct 

( Hensel Camp ~t 
<I) Fund Raising Luncheon ~ 

Delicious Bar-B-Q Dinner 
With All The Fixin,s 

Adults - $15.00 
Children under 12 - $5.00 

Children under 6 - Free 

Bring the Family and Come Early 
Fun for All 

Baseball • Volleyball 
Hiking • Horseshoes 

Dinner Served at 12:30 P.M. 
Singing at 3 P.M. 

..c 
Come see beautiful Camp Hensel- Have a great ; 

~ meal, have fun and help us raise money to make ~ a this Christian camp something special for now ; 
~ and future generations. ~ 

~P ~ay 24th~~~~~~~~~~~Satut~~ 
FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 29, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
A.dverUslng In this section ,1.00 per Une. De•lgned especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conFrCP
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvlna- St .. corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M.. Wed. 
For transportation--directions ph. 628-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAltl. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

Plea•DDton, California 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()o49, 
Lihue. HI. 96766. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle. Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-22;5. We will contact 
them. 
SERM~O--N-S~F=R""'o"'='M.,.....,S="'u=N=-=s:-=E:::T=-o-n~9"""0-m--=-in-u~te:---cn-s-s-et:-:-te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOlJS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detadls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Ohurch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. ~8th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Mouterrey, MexlcoJ Ave. Fundlclonea 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Keith Price 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126. Grant. Michigan 49327. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Su1Jplies. $1500.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10. Box 3040. Nacog
doches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7.;..6_18::.;;·,_..,.___,.. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth nncl Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance. Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., ~ E. Morgan Ave.. 
u.s. 460 East Oppoalte K-.llart. Office 4'J"'
C527'1. Dobby Wade, .lila. 47'6-40G8. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6846. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 612-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
USED BOOKS FOR SALE: Library of 2000 books 
for sale including many sets, Restoration literature, 
Annual Lesson Commentaries, and back issues of 
publications. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for list. Box 217, Burlington, Massachusetts 01803. 
WANTED: A spiritually mature pulpit evangelist 
to preach the word to lost souls and to edify the 
Body of Christ for Works of Service in Corvallis, 
Oregon, home of Oregon State University. Must 
have demonstrated ability in working with a co
minister. Your last congregation must have shown 
spiritual and numerical growth. Hobby riders and 
thO'Se looking for early retirement need not apply. 
Send resume to: Church of Christ. 2020 Circle 
Blvd., Corvallis, ORE 9j330. 
CHURCH BUSE8-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 390.9 E. Overton Rd., Dallar&. TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 
Autos For Sale: The follo;...;;,-~~J=-·n_g_v_e"':'h"""ic-=l-es-a-re-av-a-=i•la-=-b7Je 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50; cars $48.00; trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 
The Church of Christ in Malverne, L.I., N.Y. is 
seeking an experienced preacher to begin working 
in July 1980. Home & partial support offered. Con
tact: R. Hafner, Church of Christ, 17 Oxford St., 
Malverne, N.Y. 11565. 
CARIBBEAN CHRIS~T=M~A~S~~c=R~Ul~S=E~F~O~R~~S~~~
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (503) 226-3557. Ask for Bruce. 
PrenclU!r=-wanted in Junction- Ci.7-ty.=.,:=,K=='-an_s_a_s-. -=c=-a-=-=n~B=I:-::11 
Hopkins, 762-2826 or Lake Watson, 238-6439. Write 
Church of Christ. 12th & Adams St., Junction City, 
Kansas 66441. 
Preacher desiring full time work with a congrega
tion. Graduate of Sunset School of Preaching of 
1970. Prefer western United States. Contact Fred 
Burrows (209) 477-7187. 
WANTED: Former members of the Graham Street 
Church of Christ. Stephenville, Texas to write Box 
6, Stephenville, Texas 76401 for Centennial informa
tion planned for June 20, 21, 22, 1980. 
Church pews, and pulpit. Very good to excellent 
condition. Blonde wood with padded mal'OQn seats. 
Phone: (405) 321-0788. 
For Sale: 20 each 12 ft. hardwood padded pews 
$100.00 each or trade for bus in good condition. 
Cnll 772-7357 or write Valley Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 3601, Central Point. Oregon 97502. 
Pulpit minister wanted. Suburban, Detroit area, 
preacher's home finished. Starting Christian Ele
mentary School, Fall 1980. Bus ministry, active 
church program. Send resume to Taylor Center 
Church of Christ. 23333 Goddard Road, Taylor, 
Michigan 48180. (313) 287-6191. 
Want to Buy, used books of the Brotherhood-Bob 
Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Tex. 76539 or 512-
932-3333. 

INVESTIGATE I Tbe Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertiRing. nnd will uot 
knowingly toke questionable advertising. 
But It Ia the render's responsibility to ID· 
vestlgnte. Like any other paper. we some
tlmea unwlttlnJdT run I1Jl unworthy nd. 
.A.J:t the old SDTIDg ~oea. before yon IDveat. 
lnveati&"Qte I 

NEW CONGREGATION IN BELGIUM 

The newest of 16 congregations in 
France, Belgium, and Switzerland was re
cently established in Mons, Belgium, by 
the Ed Ritchie family. Having spent the 
past five years working with the church 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, and Namur, Bel
gium, the Ritchies moved to Mons in June 
of 1979 for the purpose of starting a new 
congregation. 

During the 150 years up until about 
1700, many a person who had the misfor
tune to be caught in possession of a copy 
of the Scriptures met his death by fire 
or sword in the town of Mons. Religious 
freedom now being guaranteed by the 
government. 

The church in Mons now numbers 8 
members. The Ritchies are sponsored by 
the Cedars Church of Christ, 501 Green
bank Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19808. 

Ritchie's address is: 30, Avenue St.
Pierre, Mons, Belgium. 

INOLUDm YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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1980 South Carolina Evangelism 
Seminar 

To 
God Be The 

SPEAKERS 

RICHARD ROGERS 

REUEL LEMMONS 

FRANK McELVEEN 

KENNETH REED 

RANDY McKEAN 
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-Minister, Sunset Church 
of Christ, Lubbock, TX. 

-Editor, Firm Foundation & 
Elder, Austin, TX. 

-Minister, Jacksonville Rd. 
Church of Christ, 
Charleston, S.C. 

- Minister, Shandon Church 
of Christ, Colum bia, S.C. 
& author of " WHAT 
CONTROLS YOUR LIFE?" 

-Campus Minister, 
Shandon Church of Christ, 
Columbia, S.C. 

Glory 
May 9-11~ 1980 

Holiday Inn Downtown 
Columbia~ South Carolina 

CLASS TEACHERS 

RICHARD WHITEHEAD -Elder, Crossroads Church 
of Christ, Gainesville, FL. 

DAVID PHARR 

JAMES MEADOWS 

-Elder I Minister, Charlotte 
Avenue Church of Christ, 
Rock Hill, S.C. 

- Minister, Central Church 
of Christ, Spartanburg, 
S.C. 

. . . PLUS MANY OTHERS 

For Complete Information Write: 

Sbandon Cburcb of Cbrist 
2925 DEVINE STREET 

COLUMBIA, S.C. 29205 
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAN D W ILL PLAY H OST to the 1980 European Lec

tureship August 5-8. It is import11nt that we build a strong Euro pelln 
Lectureship. While other pa rts of tho world h11ve boon attracting 11ttention, 
Europe h11s suffered. Much of t ho glllmor of early d ays of mission work 

thoro is gone, and the experience of working in a ha rd fi eld discourages 
m11ny. But there a re mill ions of souls there who nood the gospel. Many, 
if not most American Christ ia ns ha ve their roots in Europ_e. We should sup
port tho European Lectureship. Doyle Kee, SA c h. de Pontverro, 1232 
Confignon / Goneva, Switze rland can provide information. 

Austin, Texas, May 6, 1980 
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African Opportunity 

We read a report that states that if nothing slows 
the growth of "Christianity" in Africa that continent 
will be predominantly "Christian" by the year 2,000. 
A conference has just concluded in Praetoria, Union 
of South Africa which was called to deal with that 
possibility. In the light of centuries of heathenism and 
millions of muslims that have traditionally ruled Africa 
the above evaluation is sensational. 

The evaluation is born out, however, by the experi
ence of mission effor ts in Ghana, Kenya, The Union, 
Nigeria, Cameroon, and other places. Africans are 
turning f r om Mohammedanism by the countless thou
sands. Voodooism and super stition is dying rapidly. 
The professed followers of J esus have grown from 20 
million at the end of World War II to 140 million today. 
In 1900, after centuries of "mission work" 1 in 25 
Africans were professed follower s of J esus. Today one 
in every 2.5 are. 

The results of missionary efforts in Nigeria and the 
success of World Bible School in that nat ion are good 
examples. Missionaries have baptized an est imated 
one half million Niger ians. World Bible School has 
sent courses to more than 600,000 and is r esponsible 
alone for 60-70 baptisms PER DAY. And we are just 
now getting set up for anything like adequate follow
up work. 

In the north, which is almost 100% Muslim, the 
church has made slow progress. Nominal "Christian
ity" has also had tough going, even though in Egypt 
there are about 5,000,000 profess ing "Christians." 

A great flood is sweeping Africa. Like a mighty 
river the gospel is flowing. Granted, the river is shal
low, cr ooked and muddy. But it is f lowing. E very 
country in Africa has produced its martyrs, attesting 
to the strength of the current. 

Great sections of the world that have been in the 
background for centuries ar e emerging-Africa, India, 
Latin America, even China. Parts of the world where 
the Gos pel has been preached and r ejected are fading 
into oblivion. The power centers will be somewhere 
else a few hundred years from now if the world stands. 
We should have our eyes wide open to t he possibili ty 
of reaching places like Africa with the gospel before 
it is reached with something else. 

We are beginning to get things together in Nigeria, 
and to a lesser degree in a few other African countries. 
We are traveling uncharted seas in tr ying to r each 
the masses. Doubtless we will make some mistakes, but 
as we perfect our act we will reach more and more 
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sinner s and save them. After all that's the name of 
the game. Our work in Nigeria is about 30 year s old. 
The Pioneer was C. A. 0. Essein, a denominational 
preacher. The first Americans to preach in Nigeria 
were E ldred Echols and Boyd Reese. It all came about 
as a result of E ssein's applying for a Bible Corre
spondence cour se which had been advertised over the 
Lorenque Marques radio in Mozambique. Ralph Perry 
and Wendel Broom were among the first Americans 
to work there. In recent years World Bible School has 
enrolled more than a half million students in Nigeria. 
Now, Sunset in Lubbock has undertaken the task of 
following up World Bible School students, hundreds 
of whom have been baptized. P erry and Broom are 
both going to spend a year in Nigeria coordinating 
WBS work there and trying to assess the real strength 
of the ch urch in Nigeria. Tex Williams at Lubbock will 
be directing the over-all effort. 

There is not space here to chronicle the many efforts, 
such as hospital work and preacher training being 
done. When all these efforts are properly fitted to
gether we are going to accomplish some great things 
in Nigeria. Nigeria is the heart of Africa. Geograph
ically, educationally, financially and spiritually it is 
even now the leader of a mighty continent, and the 
future promises even more in the way of leadership. 
In year s to come it could well be that as Nigeria goes, 
so goes Africa. 

What has been done, and is being done, in Nigeria 
can be done in any one of a dozen nations in Africa 
right now. We just need some group of Christians to 
take the lead and co-ordinate the effort. 

A no-holds-barred struggle is going on t hroughout 
Africa . Country after country has gone through the 
torture of revolution. Muslim ruler s have been heart
less in their t reatment of Christians. The primitive 
cults and cultures have been no less ruthless. But 
"Christianity" is winning. Love and gentleness and 
peace and forgiveness-the hallmarks of Christianity 
are having their effects. 

This would be an ideal time for the church to look 
toward Africa. What we learn in the Nigerian experi
ment can be used with profit elsewhere. It seems to us 
that the time is right. All of us, working together, can 
roll back the darkness. It could make a great differ
ence in the world in ages to come. 

VohllnC :17 
F lll1f FO I' XDA'l'I OX 

( USI'S 19 1- 129) 
Hl"tt CI Ll·nnu u n s. J'~ dltn•· 
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BegonJ :JrienJship 

fo :Jeffow3hip 
DENNIS W. BENNETT 

Too often when we consider our responsibility for someone 
else's soul, our minds automatically key in on people outside the 
Body-unbaptized non-believers struggling without God in their 
lives; but I believe that first and foremost we must consider 
our responsibility for the souls of our fellow Christians. 

In a very real and strong sense we are responsible for each 
other's souls. We need each other on our journey through life. 
We are all members of one Body held together by our love for 
each other. Not just a strong liking or friendship with someone, 
but something that is much deeper and goes beyond liking, 
emotion, feeling, and warmth-to a decision of the will: a posi
tion, a stance, an attitude, a frame of mind, a life's direction 
toward others that is conditioned by our understanding of God's 
self-sacrificing of Jesus. We are family, brothers and sisters 
in Christ, joined by his blood. We need each other. 

Unless we develop this kind of love Christ intended among 
us, we will never be the strength to one another we were meant 
to be. In Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
this kind of love is defined as, "To take pleasure in the thing, 
prize it above other things, be .unwilling to abandon it or do 
without it, long for." Vine's Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words states it as the opposite of self-will. Reuben 
Welch, in his book, We Really Do Need Each Other, has 
written: 

"So often we say, 'You ought to come to our church-you'd 
like us. You'd like our preacher, you'd like our youth pro
gram, you'd like our golden agers, our fifty-plusers, you'd 
like us. Come, please come, do come, you'd like us.' And if 
they come-and like us, then well and good. But if they don't 
like us-they spin off and we say, 'Oh, too bad. They just 
never did seem to fit in, did they?' But you see, the church 
is not the society of the congenial-it is a fellowship based 
on common life in Jesus. It is the will of God that the 
Christian life be lived in the context of a fellowship of 
the shared life. God has made us in such a way that we 
really do need each other." 

We are more than friends-we are family. Trying to live 
a Christian life in a pagan world is tough and when we meet 
together I need your handshake, your encouragement, your 
smile, and I need to hear you sing and discuss God's word. God 
gave you to me to lighten my load. He made this very clear 
by the things he has listed we are to do for one another: first, 
and the foundation for all others, is to love one another. Then 
we are taught to comfort one another, encourage one another, 

exhort one another daily, stir up one another to love and good 
works, pray for one another, have compassion one for another, 
and bear one another's burdens. We need each other. 

We are all members of one Body and we must earnestly 
strive to be "One in the Spirit" and "One in the Lord," and in 
no way can this be achieved through compulsory worship at
tendance. There must be a deep-felt realization that we need 
the Body. I need you when I feel lonely and unloved, far from 
God, unreligious and depressed. I need you when I am excited 
about life and want to tell someone what God has done for me, 
and when I need to tell someone about a discovery I have made 
in the Bible, or I just want to talk about life. And only among 
Christians should I be able to feel I can open myself up and 
be me without the fear of being judged, because I am truly 
loved. Through their actions they say to me: "You cannot fail 
beyond our love." I need you. 

This is what I see as the greatest need of the Church. Chris
tians are trying to go-it-alone. We sing songs that say, "Tell 
it to Jesus alone" and emphasize going to "your closet to pray" 
so much we have individualized and alienated ourselves to the 
point that we no longer realize our need for the Body. In 
Welch's book he has also written: 

"When you are burdened and weary and sad you need 
Jesus but you also need someone to be Jesus to you
someone to bring His healing presence to you. And some
times the answer to your weariness and heavy-heartedness 
is not to "tell it to Jesus alone," but to begin to share and 
care with someone else." 

A twenty-two-year-old ministerial student dying of cancer 
said he knew that God had worked in the past and that he would 
be with him when he crossed the river, but wondered about 
this time in-between. The man visiting him in the hospital said, 
"Jesus comes to you in the persons who come to you." We need 
each other. 

In our worship services and fellowships we must go beyond 
friendships and truly seek to know our fellow Christians and 
not be afraid to let ourselves be known, which involves taking 
the risk of becoming vulnerable. I believe this is what one 
writer meant when he wrote, "Early Christians were being 
Christians together, not just Christians being together." Other
wise how can we trust each other enough to "confess our faults" 
and "bear one another's burdens"? 

WE NEED EACH OTHER. 

P. 0. Box 37, Laramie, WY 82070 
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-.M.an and Genesis 1-2 
HULEN L. JACKSON 

It is sadly iron ic that Genesis chapter one and two which 
really in some respects do more to man and for man than a.ny 
chapter s in the Bible should be so fiercely attacked a_nd demed 
by man. Many chapters show man for what he often IS and be
comes-a sinner los t and helpless. I 've often thought these are 
the chapters you'd expect man to deny or reject. No book ever 
written in any country by any person gives man dignity, self 
respect, self confidence, and so elevates man as docs this section 
of the Bible. Surely a close study of these chapters will cause 
a ma n to be prejudiced for them-not against them. 

H owever for som e reason this is not t rue. CounUcss "in
tellectuals'; of the world poke fun at these cha pters of God's 
Book. I just don't understand it. Though no man fully under
stands all said in these great chapters i t seems to me any 
sober minded man would freely believe them just because of 
what the chapters do for man. Yes, God placed man on a 
pedestal and the r est of the Bible teaches that God intends man 
to remain there on that exalted plane. How sad t hat man hasn't 
done so. Think what these chapters reveal about m an to man. 

Who can r ead Genesis 1 a nd 2 without seeing clearly that 
man is the crowning achievement of God's creative work and 
week? Several times that week God said "It is good" but it 
was not t ill he ha d made man that God said "It is very good." 

I don't know whether God had man in mind at the beginning 
of the week but the chapter s do reveal that his creative work 
was not complete and he did not "rest" till he had from the 
dust of the earth crea ted man to rule and r eign over his 
creative achievements. 

David sings the song t hat man was made a little-just 
a little-lower than the angels and that God crowned h im with 
glory and honor and gave him dominion over the works of his 
hands. Genesis chapters 1 and 2 plainly teach that. It makes 
me feel good as a man to believe these chapters and what they 
say about me as a m an. 

Only man was given during this week of creation a special 
assignment- not the animals, but man. Study Genesis 1 :26-28 
where Moses explains that God told man to have dominion 
over everything else created and to subdue it. In a sense God 
made man "king" over his universe. Yes , he highly exalted man 
- not the animals, the birds, or the fish. Man alone was truly 
g iven a divine assignment and what an honor that was and 
still is fo r man. Can't you see f rom Genesis that man is truly 
different? We're not just animal-we're men fulfilling a divine 
commission. My, how that ought to thrill every m an and g ive 
him self respect. 

Read again the chapters and look for this thought: God 
formed the animals from the dust of the earth t oo, as well 
as ma n, but to man a nd only to man did God give his divine 
"breath" and said a bout him t hat he was or became a living 
"soul." As a man I have what the animal does not have. That's 
a part of the divine 'within me. Adam had it and I stil l do. Yes, 
man is different for God made us that way. I want to believe 
these things about man in this world. 

Consider how such a faith can inspire and motivate man to 
higher heig hts and achievements. To believe he is but an animal 
like the dog or the cat can but degrade and destroy man. God 
spoke a nd brought a ll othe t· an imal life in to being but he look 
s pecial pains with ma n a nd " breathed into him" so he became 
a living soul. Can't you see the difference Moses is making 
between you and the m onkey ? 

And, showing the exalted place of man in God's creative 
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work that week Jehovah brought all of his an imals and birds 
to l\IAN to see what man would name them. God could have 
named them but for some reason he left that up to man. Had 
you ever noticed that in the record? Christians today are 
co-workers with God in the salvation of the world ; yet man
the fi rst man Adam-was a co-worker with God in fin ishing 
his week of creation and making t his world complete as God 
wanted it . Again, the Lord of creation honored man in calling 
upon him to do so. 

To the birds and the bees and the animals God simply said: 
"Be fruitful and multiply" but to man he said about his garden 
where he placed man "Dress it and keep it." What a difference 
between us. The good Lord had a plan for man but not neces
sarily fo r all else. We are d iffer ent and these chapters p lainly 
teach it. 

A casual r eading of the chapters will show that God created 
the animals, the fish, and the birds and "turned them lose" but 
not so with man. He made a special garden and placed his first 
man and woman there in it and provided for ma n-not the 
animals especially-every fonn of food man would need and 
told man what to eat and what nol to eat. H e didn't say all 
of this to the animals and the bi1·ds. They had to gel out and 
"root" for themselves but the God of heaven lovingly provided 
for man, his crowning achievement. Man is apparently the 
"apple of his eye" and throughout the Bible beginning wi th these 
early chapters of Genesis God has special prov.idence for us
man-because we ar e "special." Don't ever try to convince me 
or mine otherwise. 

Duncanville C. of C., P. 0 . Bov 56, Duncanville, TX 75116 
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Did You Leave Your God in Canaan? 
WALTER SWAIN 

All Bible students are familiar with the account of the life 
of Joseph, found in the 37th through 50th chapters of the book 
of Genesis. We read there that Joseph was the favorite son of 
his father Jacob, and how his brothers became very jealous of 
him. One day when Joseph came to them in the fields they 
determined to kill him, but instead sold him to some traders, 
who took him to Egypt as a slave. 

The amazing thing about Joseph is that from this time on in 
his life this young man remained faithful to God, in spite of 
having every reason not to do so. He was only seventeen when 
he was taken into Egypt, a youngster, with no experience 
being away from family and home. He had been betrayed by 
his own brothers-sold for twenty pieces of silver as a slave. 
He had no Bible, no church, and no savior to look to for help 
in his life, as we do today. He was a foreigner in a strange 
land, which was heathen in its worship. In Egypt he was cast 
into prison, even though he was innocent of the charges against 
him. 

Any one of these things could have been used for an excuse 
by Joseph to become unfaithful to God; that is, if he was 
looking for an excuse. But the fact is, that Joseph, unlike many 
today, was not looking for an excuse. For we find that in spite 
of all these things that happened to him, Joseph has no sins 
mentioned against him in any of these chapters. Rather, he 
arose to the top in every situation in which he found himself. 
As a slave, he was the best slave possible. Potipher recognized 
this, and put him in charge of all of his house. As a prisoner, 

· we was the best prisoner possible, and the jailor recognized 
this by putting him in charge of all the other prisoners. As a 
leader he was the best leader possible. Pharaoh recognized this 
by placing him second in command in the land of Egypt, and 
Joseph in this position of power did not abuse that power. 

But why was this true? Why was Joseph a person of such 
faithfulness and integrity? Why did he arise above all others 
in each situation in which he found himself? And most important 
of all, why was Joseph a good moral person? These questions 
can be answered with one statement-Joseph did not leave God 
in Canaan. 

Joseph grew up in a godly home, with parents who believed 
in the true and living God. He came to know God personally, 
and to worship him as his God. But when Joseph left home he 
did not forget his God. He did not leave him behind in Canaan. 
He recognized that God was in Egypt, just as much as he was 
in Canaan. He recognized the living presence of God in Egypt, 
as well as the place he had been brought up in. 

When confronted with the sin of fornication, as Potipher's 
wife tried to get him to commit this sin with her, Joseph said, 
"How can I do this great wickedness, and sin agai?UJt God?" 
Notice that Joseph saw this as a sin against God. In chapter 

50, when Jacob had died, and Joseph's brothers feared that 
he would kill them or get even with them, he said, "Fear not: 
for am I in the place of God? But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me: but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, 
as it is this day, to save much people alive." No, Joseph did not 
forget his God in Canaan. He had not left him behind at home. 
God was alive to Joseph wherever he went. 

But what about many Christians today? Have they left their 
God behind in Canaan? Many Christian young people leaving 
home for marriage, college, or service, leave their God behind 
in Canaan. They fail to find a local church of Christ to work 
and worship with in their new situation. They often cease to 
live the pure moral life they lived at home. Excuses are made 
to justify and to allow them to continue in disobedience to God's 
word. Unlike Joseph, they did not take their God with them 
to "Egypt." 

Many Christians who move from a place where the church 
is strong to a place where it is weak, or non-existent, leave 
their God in Canaan. They will go for m~nths or years with
out seeking the church, or striving to live the Christian life. 
Thousands of Christians who have moved to California from 
states where the church is strong, have never once darkened 
the door of a church building. One would think that God is 
not to be found away from Texas, Tennessee, or Oklahoma. 
Their God was left in Canaan. 

We must be aware that God is to be fou:1d wherever we 
choose to go, or wherever we are sent. Joseph was a man of 
outstanding character and faithfulness, because he recognized 
that God was with him, wherever he went; and he thus tried 
to please God in every situation in his life. Christians today 
need to follow this example of Joseph, and strive to please God 
wherever they are. Have you left your God in Canaan? 

6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, CA 92111 

001\DmNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FmM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'7 
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It seems that some confusion exists con
cerning whether Titus was to function as 
an "authority" in some official capacity 
among the churches on Crete or whether, 
in doing the work of an evangelist, he 
should merely go about his work in a 
manner which elicited careful attention. 
T he former view has long been advocated 
by Roman Catholic and "high church" 
commentators who detect in Titus 2:15 
early support for their pyramidal concept 
of church organization, but this view is 
not without serious exegetical and his
torical problems. For instance, there is 
no indication of a provincial bishop prior 
to the fourth-century and the doct rine of 
apostolic succession, in which the evan
gelists were seen as t he official successors 
of the apostles, is w ithou t foundation. 
F urther, the view that Titus was an "au
thority" over the Cretan churches can be 
argued from t he Greek text only with 
patent disregard for norma l Greek usage 
and inattention to the developing point 
in the epistle. 

The matter hinges upon the mean ing 
of the ph rase 1neta pases epitages in the 
verse, usually translated "with all au
thority." Now the English word "author
ity" is troublesome only in that one can 
read into it whatever he wishes, but this 
is not really true of the Greek term. 
Epitages has "command, order, injunc
tion" as its primary meaning (as in Titus 
1:3, 1 Cor. 7:25; Rom. 16:26 ; 1 Tim. 
1: 1), but in construction with meta with 
the genit ive acquires the secondary mean
ing of " impressiveness," as Arndt and 
Gingrich note (Greek L exicon, p. 302). 

Had Paul intended to refer to Titus as 
an official, he would be expected to use 
the normal expression "as having a uthor
ity" (hos exou.sian echon), as in Matt. 7: 
29 and Mark 1:22 ( or perhaps kata exou
sian (Mark 1 :27) or en exou.sia (Luke 4: 
36). His choice of meta with the genitive, 
however, clearly indicates his intention 
that this prepositional phrase serve in 
periphasis for an adverbial comment upon 
the verbal action in the verse ("speak," 
"urge," "exhort" ) , with the meaning " in 
an unmistakably convincing manner." 

That this is the only proper way to read 
the phrase is seen by viewing the con
struction meta with the genitive else
where. Meta with the genitive is used in 
lieu of the dative of manner, as in 2 Cor. 
7:15, where meta phobou. mea ns "fear
fully," 1 Tim 2 :9, where 1neta aidous 
means "modestly," and Luke 14 :9, where 
meta aisclmnes means "shamefully." (Cf. 
Blass, Debrunner, Funk, Greek Grammar, 
pp. 106, 118, for further discussion). One 
is not at liberty to ext ract a term f rom 
its context and infuse it with foreign 
meaning. Epitages must be left within the 
prepositional phrase where i t occurs and 
given the proper adverbial force normally 
accorded that const ruct ion. 

I n describing the word kentx, often 
used in the N. T. of evangelists, Plato, 
Politics, 260d, says the kerux has no more 
authority than does an interpreter or 
coxswain, but that t he message itself be
comes authoritative when spoken proper
ly by the interpreter or piped by the 
coxswain. I might add t hat no one would 
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The 'Authority' 
of Titus 

CARROL L D. OSBURN 

presume to call the nightwatchman of 
1 Cor 14:8 an "authority," but the point 
of the text is that when lhe poor fellow 
sees a n approaching enemy, he had better 
blow his horn authoritatively. It is in 
this sense that Titus is to "speak, u rge, 
and exhort antho1-itatively." This is fur
ther underscored by the following im
perative, "Let no one disregard you!", 
which is not a new element, but j ust 
another way to tell Titus to undertake his 
proper tasks in a manner that would not 
be easily dismissed. 
Paul's clear teaching in Titus 1:5-16 is 

that leadership and oversight of the con
gregations is t he task of a plurality of 
local elders. Nothing is said of an evan
gelist having authority equal to or su
perior to these elders, either here or else
where in the N. T. 

Some have deduced from v. 5 that Titus 
was authorized to appoint elders without 
any cooperation on the part of the con
gregation and that this establishes him 
as an "authority." Although J. N. D. 
Kelly's postulation (The Pasto1·al E pistles, 
pp. 230-231) t hat the entire process was 
left to Ti tus because of the immaturity of 
the Cretan churches seems reasonable at 
first g la nce, in the final analysis it fails 
to account for the text. The verb kathis
temi in v. 5 a lso occurs in Acts 6:3 where 
the apostles mention their intention "to 
appoint" certain men. Now i t is evident 
that they mean only "to install" with this 
ve1·b, for in Acts 6:5 the seven were se
lectecl by the people, but "installed" by 
t he a postles with laying on of hands a nd 
prayer. W. Lock, The Pastoral Epistles, p. 
129, is correct in observing that this verb 
in Titus 1:5 "does not e.xclude a choice 
by the community." The similar account 
in 1 Tim 3 : lff likewise mentions no au
thority for Timothy to select elders in 
Ephesus. In Acts 14:23 cheirotoneo is 
used regarding the selection of elders in 
Lycaonia and Pisidia to mean "select by 
vote." J. M. Ross' argument in Expository 
Times, LXIII (1952): 288-289, that cheiro
toneo does not mean "select by vote" after 
Plato and Demosthenes, is nullified by 
its use in 2 Cor. 8:19, where the congre
gations select one to accompany Paul 
and in Didache xv, 1, whe1·e the congrega~ 
tions select their own leaders as well 
as in seve1·al papyri where the' term oc
curs with this meaning. There is no r ea
son to read the term in Acts 14:23 so as 
to disallow congregational nomination 
and selection. Titus, like Paul and Barna
bas, is s imply to inaugurate the selection 
pt·ocess and see that those chosen are 
duly installed. The evangelist himself has 
no a uthority to select and appoint. 

It has also been ventured that Tit us 
is given authority in 3 :10 to disfellow-

ship certain people. However , paraitou is 
not a technical term for "disfellowship," 
but means only " shun, avoid." As is clear 
f rom the emphat ic "like I told you to" in 
1:5, Ti t us has been expending his energy 
other than a s Paul had directed and the 
epistle is an effort to get him to spend 
his t ime more efficien tly. 

From 3 :9 i t is certain that Titus had 
encountered the erroneous teaching of 
those in 1:10-16 who infiltrated t he strug
gling Cretan churches posing as Christian 
teachers. They are said to have drawn 
syncretistically from their own non-Chris
tian heritage certain things they taught 
as vital Christian doctrine. In spending 
his time t rying to overcome these insidious 
intruders by challeng ing their various 
myths, genealogies, legislat ion, etc., Titus 
had inadvertently left unattended the 
vital tasks of preaching true Christian 
doctrine to the churches and of striving to 
build local leadership. In his experience 
and wisdom, the aging missionary admon
ished the evangelist that, in view of their 
financial motivations (1:11), these char
acters are not best si lenced by an itinerant 
evangelist attempting· to disprove their 
assertions by theological argument, but 
by strong local elders who have a thorough 
understanding of Christian doctrine and 
who can deal with t hose who teach other
wise (1 :9) . 

By trying to do t he work of the elders 
the one man on the island in possession of 
extensive information on Christianity was 
doing an ineffective job on both fronts. 
One does not have to teach error to be 
a poor evangelist; all he has to do is de
prive h is listeners of vi tal information. 
Titus is told that he can make best use 
of his brief time left on Crete (3 : 12 ) by 
working to locate those elders who can 
work daily with the local churches to 
counter these teachers and by giving 
proper aten tion himself to instructing the 
churches, as is set out in 2:1-14 and in 
the missiological model in 3 :1-7 which 
he is to follow. 

In 3 :8 Titus was told to preach vi tal 
information "confidently," and the verb 
diabebaiousthai is merely another way of 
saying what he did in 2:15 with t he phrase 
"with all authority." He is explicitly en
joined in 3:9 to absta in f r om becoming 
embroiled in controversy with those men
tioned in 1:10-16 and he is strictly told 
in 3 :10 that when he encounters such a 
person, he is not to launch into a tirade, 
but simply to teach Christian truth in an 
attempt to convert him and make a co
worker (1: 13) . However, if after ex
plaining matters a time or lwo it becomes 
clear that the person persists in a non
Christian posture, Ti t us is to "avoid" 
him. The elders will deal with him (1 :9). 
By avoiding useless and prolonged con
t roversy with such a person, Titus would 
lhen be free to do what Paul had left him 
t here to do, and by developing leadership, 
the intruders could be dealt with in more 
t horough fashion. 

The t·ole of evangelist, well-attested in 
the N . T., is both noble a nd necessary. The 
function of these itinerant ministers in 
N. T. times was distinctly evangelistic 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Missions Management ( 6) 
DALE LUNDY 

Applying the matters of good management to missions in the 
local church we are led to several necessary conclusions dealing 
with our daily management phase of missions. Perhaps fore
most among these is that we must be good communicators. Once 
we enter into the management phase of missions, proper com
munication is the one most important ingredient. 

Good communication is essential to congregational support. 
One particular church had lethargic programs in most areas 
because of poor communication and poor management, but 
enjoyed outstanding support in missions because the members 
were kept well-informed, and eventuaiiy that success spread to 
other areas as well. 

First, the entire missions program should be communicated 
beginning with our philosophy of missions. A congregation wants 
to know that its leaders have an active philosophy toward mis
sions because it is an indication that they are doing some
thing, not waiting for something to be done. That is the first 
step in building congregational support for missions. 

Second, our goals should be communicated. Now it is rightly 
argued that by setting and declaring goals we open ourselves 
to failure, but it is more to the point that by doing so we open 
ourselves to success. Missions goals are of such magnitude 
that they not only should, but must be congregational goals. 
Widespread support can never occur without widespread knowl
edge. Everyone (almost) supports missions but those who see 
a well-designed goal for a local mission program support mis
sions enthusiastically. 

Third, our needs should be communicated. This is the crisis 
item for missions fundraising. One congregation recently failed 
to meet a mission fundraising goal in a special contribution. 
The reason was that they had some things they might do if 
they made the goal. It could be, and ought to be argued that if 
these things only may be done that they might as well not be 
done, since works exist that must be done. The real fact, though, 
is not that the need did not exist, but that the need was not 
planned well for and those plans were not communicated. 

It is a rare thing when a known need is not met. A service 
occurred in a church one Sunday evening where money to pur
chase three busses was raised in an unannounced contribution, 
and another service occurred where members laid checks for the 
amount of tax rebates on the pulpit during the sermon spon
taneously because the needs had previously been clearly com
municated and people responded. Other members urged a mission 
committee to not delay sending a printing press to Singapore 
until after the missions contribution because they were sold 
on the work and confident that the goal would be met. These 
are the attitudes of commited servants of Christ who perceive 
a need. 

Our record should also be communicated. If we have failed 
the church should ask why. Perhaps our seeming failure is the 
result of a new missionary in a very different culture with an 
extremely difficult language and only more time is needed. Or 
perhaps we understood that our major purpose was simply the 

preparation of men for a time when a country such as China 
opens to the gospel, and what appears to be failure is in reality 
wise planning. We must communicate so that the congregation 
does not falsely perceive a failure. But if we really have failed 
there is no better course than to openly admit it. 

A variety of means can be used to communicate with the 
local church. An important one is the preacher, who is normally 
responsible for almost anything that is communicated anyway. 
Guest speakers can be a refreshing and effective means of com
munication. Regular bulletin articles can enhance the value and 
readership of the bulletin. Letters may be sent to the con
gregation. Signs and posters may tell our story. Bible class 
presentations of the specific details of our missions programs 
are excellent. New members' dinners to explain missions can 
be very effective. But wherever we tell it, however we tell it, 
the story must be told. 

Less noticeable but as essential is communication between the 
elders and missions committee. Elders commonly have two flaws 
when overseeing missions. One is to make decisions without 
regard to what kind of effective missions planning has been 
done. The other is to make decisions simply to assure themselves 
that they are not losing control because an effective dynamic 
program has been developed by someone else. This is the very 
circumstance for which they should actually be most thankful. 
Missions committees also have two major problems in mission 
communication. One is to not consult the elders when the situa
tion demands it and the other is failure to keep the elders 
adequately informed. 

The missions committee, elders, and missionaries must estab
lish a communications triangle in which each talks freely to 
the other. Unfortunately this often becomes just the point at 
which the organizational structure breaks down. This may 
be because responsibilities were not clearly defined to begin 
with or because that definition was not adhered to. One mis
sions committee and eldership developed serious problems when 
the elders met with potential missionaries and made decisions 
that they had already assigned the responsibility for to the 
missions committee, when these decisions were also in con
tradiction to the joint goals both groups had agreed upon. 

The missions committee should clearly define the frequency 
and format of expected reports from the missionary and should 
make a commitment on its own part as to how and when it 
will communicate with the missionary on the field. 

Good communications are the foundation of a good working 
relationship. And as any student of church history will recog
nize that personalities are often more important than doctrine 
in determining church trends, so it is that lack of a good work
ing relationship may be more significant than all our study on 
what we ought to do about evangelizing the world. Good com
munications is the foundation of the kind of relationship be
tween elder, mission committee, and missionary that will lead 
to a unified and successful mission program. 

732 Winding Bend Lane, Manchester, MO 63101 
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THE FLIP SIDE .. I 

"Clean Up TV" 
Seldom does the Church of Christ cap

ture national headlines, but it seems th is 
may be happening with the widespread 
publicity given to a "Clean-up TV" cam
paign. The campaign, launched by J ohn 
M. Hurt and the Joelton, T ennessee, con
g regation, seeks participation of all 
congregations in the country. Every con
gregation in the country is asked to par
ticipate in an effort to remove or clean-up 
thirteen television shows by pledging its 
members to boycott products manufac
tured by tlieir sponsors. The Joelton elders 
have reported an overwhelming response, 
attesting to the fac t that many good, moral 
people are disgusted with much of the 
fare offered by commercial television. I 
certainly sympathize with the goals of 
this campaign. 

There's no doubt that television does 
more t han its share to pollute the 
airwaves. T elevision, not the schools or 
churches, is oft en the g reatest source of 
learning for children. And while I've sat 
throug h only one of the thirteen "black
listed" shows in its entirety, I'm con
vinced that TV programming has an un
wholesome amount of pointless profanity 
and suggestive sex as well as depictions 
too explicit for young viewers. And while 
it may be rather difficul t to keep up with 
a ll the boycotted products produced by 
t he large s ponsoring corporat ions, there 
is no doubt that this plan is the most 
effective of all pressure tactics available 
and the plan is certainly legal. 

I realize the organizers of this cam
paign claim correctly that this plan is 
not censorship. Censorship is prior re
s train t by a legal authority. But both 
censorship and this plan attempt the same 
thing- public control of the media. I am 
genera lly opposed to pressure tactics a nd 
I am specifically opposed to one group 
of people dictating what a ll other groups 
of people may read or view. Call it control 
or censorship-either one reflects a so
ciety's lack of confidence in its fellow
citizens to choose for themselves. It 
means one set of morally superior peo
ple act as parents and guardians while 
the others a re children who are not aware 
of t heir inability to choose wha t is best 
for themselves. 

Does t his campaign to clean-up TV 
help or hurt the image of our brother
hood in the eyes of outside observers? 
There is no doubt that we have the best 
wishes of certain denominational groups. 
But many folks know of our own use of 
the medium, whether thr ough the Amazing 
Gmce Bible Class or the H cmld of 
T?<tth. On the one hand we acclaim the 
power of electronic media for good (and 
we oppose vehemently the few Madalyn 
O'Hait·-types who would eliminate a ll 
religious broadcasting) and we barga in 
wi th television officials for ava ilable time 
while, on the other hand, we suggest that 
television is the chief culprit undermining 
our morals and seek by pressure to re
move television shows that ratings prove 
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PERRY COTHAM 

a majori ty of people want to see. 
No one who has studied the television 

industry doubts that ratings determine 
what shows remain on commercial net
works. Networks deliver an audience to 
the advertiset·. No audience, no show-it's 
that simple! Most of us have three com
mercial networks and a public broadcast
ing system from which to select television 
entertainment. We can exercise the priv
ilege of selecting shows or we can turn 
off the set. If enough people are offended 
and will not watch a show, the networks 
will move rapidly to replace it wi th one 
more acceptable. If ratings hold up, eco
nomic boycotting will be ineffective any
way. 

Several questions should be posed. By 
what cri te tia will Bro. Hurt determine 
which s hows are safe and which should 
be removed? Can he or the Joelton elders 
speak for the entire brotherhood? Do 
these men see any redeeming social value 

Please Don't Quit Jesus 
A preacher once asked a certain man 

why he had just quit attending the ser
vices. He replied, "Oh, they are a bunch of 
hypocrites and besides they have not 
treated me right." The preacher looked at 
him and said, "Then why don't you go 
home and beat your wife?" After a pause 
and a very profound stare pondering over 
the preacher's sanity, the man replied, 
"My wife has not done anything against 
me." "Well," said the preacher, "neither 
has the Lord. Why do you mistreat him?" 

Sometimes people get irritated, ag
gravated, and j ust plain irate at brethren 
for this or that r eason and let this feeling 
g row and grow until they are gone. The 
ultimate outcome is they forsake the Lord. 
When you stop and really think about it, 
it makes about as much sense as getting 
mad at the dog and kicking the cat. How 
can one profess to be a believer in God 
the Father, and J esus Christ the Son and 
be apa1t from the body? The reasoning 
is faul ty, invalid, and unbiblical. It can
not be done. 

Why do people persecute the Lord over 
petty matters concerning brethren? How 
foolish it is for people to blame the 
church. They ought to realize that it is 
not perfect, i t is only striving to be per
fect. And yes, there are hypocrites, but 
they are people stt·iving to make a s incere 
change in their lives. People striving to 
put Christ on in their lives and to walk 
in his footsteps, and in this world it. is a 
struggle. There are temptations, t rials, 
and tribulations to overcome and when 
you stop and really th ink about it we a ll 
would look a little hypocritical in compari
son to Jes us. We do look hypocritical at 
t imes in comparison to the way we and 
the church ought to be as revealed in 
God's word. However, is this any reason 
to give up, to quit? No, most certainly 
not! We must have the attitude of Paul to 

in the subtleties, satire, and humor of 
shows like All in the Family? Would 
serious and outstanding productions such 
as Jllaste?·piece Theatre be subject to 
eventual attack because of certain ex
plicit scenes? Should Bro. Hurt be the one 
to speak for all of us on which scenes 
were re levant and integral to p lot and 
character development and which ones 
were added for exploitative, cheap lures 
a nd laughs? A century ago, the Church 
of Christ took a definitive stand against 
the concept of the missionary society
an organization outside the local church 
which requested and accepted contribu
tions from many congregations and pro
ceeded to speak for and act on behalf of 
all the churches without accoun tability. 
How is the Joelton Plan different in 
method from the missionary society con
cept? 

Other questions could be raised. But 
these were enough to prevent me from 
signing a boycott pledge until I can think 
through the long-range implications of 
what I am doing. 

Westwood Church of Christ, 511 Morri
son Road, McMinnviiie, TN 37110 

LOYD R. GANEY, SR. 

"press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ J esus" 
a nd to "Rejoice in the Lord always." ' 

The following poem d is plays t he atti
tude of the quitter who after some serious 
thought realizes what he ought to do: 

I said to myself, as I grumbled and 
growled, 

I'm sick of the church, and then how I 
scowled; 

The members aren't fri endly, the ser
mons too long ; 

In fact, I think the preacher's a ll wrong. 

I don't like the singing, it's a ll a dis
grace ; 

And signs of neglect are all over the 
place. 

I 'll quit going there; I won't give a dime, 
I can make better use of my money 

and time. 

Then said my conscience, "Alas," said he, 
"The trouble with you is you're too 

blind to see 
That the chur ch reflects you, whatever 

it be, 
So come now, quit talking and serve 

cheerfully. 

Stop all your fault-finding and support 
it strong 

And soon ail the work will move swiftly 
along. 

So pray for your brethren and sing "To 
the Work, To the Work" and rejoice 
in it . 

And remember churches are not built by 
members who quit ! 

So don't be a quitter. Don't you think 
that Jesus ever got discouraged, hurt, 
even exasperated? Don't you think that 
he sometimes had thoughts of qui tting. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAJlO MULLENS 

We are sorry that we do not have Bro 
Shipp's current address. We do appreciat~ 
his writing about having a singles class. 
-Leonard Mullens, P. 0. Box 3927, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 78404. 

Why Have a Single Adults 
Class? CLOVIS SHIPP 

My grandfather was a double-honor el
der in the Lord's church (by that I mean 
he labored in preaching and teaching) 
see 1 Tim. 5:17. I have attended fou: 
brotherhood schools and graduated from 
two of them. I have written the preceding 
to say this: I know churches of Christ 
well and what generally many or most 
of our brethren believe on certain issues. 

I write this article because now there 
is a great challenge that needs to be 
met in our brotherhood. The churches 
that are meeting it, accepting the risks 
entailed, are growing and have grown im
measurably. This is not to say the brother
hood as a whole should not put emphasis 
on divorce prevention. However, there is 
now a great segment of our brotherhood 
that has suffered the tragedy and calamity 
of divorce. Are we suddenly and perma
nently going to sever those who in their 
time of despair ne·ed most urgently the 
greatest amount of loving care they can 
receive? Furthermore, the denominational 
churches have recognized the need for 
classes and recreational groups composed 
of singles only. As a result of some 
churches of the Lord's body refusing to 
recognize this need (the need of a single 
adult divorced, widowed, or never mar
ried, to have classes and recreational op
portunities with those in a similar situa
tion) these churches are losing some adults 
who need the church inost to denomina
tions. 

Single adults are going to date and some 
will still teach and proselyte. In my judg
ment the saved married ought to teach 
the unsaved married, and the saved singles 
ought to teach unsaved singles. Nine out 
of ten times this will prove true. 

By an eldership being willing to have 
a Single Again Class as well as a com
bined Singles class at different times 
the elders will be able to observe and 
regulate closely the dating habits of its 
divorced adults, simultaneously giving 
them (the single adults) an opportunity 
to bring their lost friends into the Lord's 
body. Otherwise, most single adults will 
date without their spiritual shepherds 
knowing who, when, or why. And many 
will end up going through another divorce 
because a church neglected the weightier 
matters of the law: faith, love, justice, 
mercy. 

We do not cancel or do away with mar
ried couples classes because occasionally 
a man's wife runs away with another 
woman's husband from that class. We have 
not ceased having full-time preachers be-

cause occasionally one of our preachers 
left with another man's wife. What I am 
saying is this: there are going to be prob
lems with a Single Again or combined 
singles class. However, great potential 
for good is also available in these groups. 

Paul wrote: "For a wide door for ef
fective work has opened to me, and there 
are many adversaries" 1 Cor. 16:9. I 
suggest to you the same is true of the 
Singles Adult ministry. 

In the past four years, I have had the 
opportunity to work with five of the most 
aggressive and sound churches in our 
brotherhood. These five have or are in the 
process of: 1) Built a 3,000 seat auditori
um, 2) Building a 2.5 million dollar edu
cational facility, 3) Building a $700 000 
Family Activities Center, 4) Will buiid a 
new 1600 seat auditorium later to be ex
panded to seat 3200, 5) Added 400 seat 
addition. 

In every case in these churches the el
ders have a Single Again and Single 
class class on Sunday mornings and a 
c~mbined Singles Class on Wednesday 
mght or are working toward this goal. 
Yes, there are problems in singles adult 
classes and these are adversaries but the 
fruit (_increased attendance, gro~th, and 
expansion) far outweighs the disadvan
tages. If you don't believe this, write the 
elders at Garland Rd. Dallas; Broadway
Lu?bock; Sunset, Lubbock; Highland, 
A:b1lene; Hillcrest, Abilene; Central, Ama
rillo. 

Want to grow-do good unto all men 
(singles included). Minister to those poor 
depressed souls who have tasted the bit~ 
terness of divorce and ensuing loneliness 
•("He who is kind to the poor lends to 
the Lord and he will repay him for his 
deed," Proverbs) and watch them grow 
as a resu~t of seeing their single friends 
an~ ass?ciat~s brought into a saving re
lationship with Christ because you loved 
("Perfect love casts out all fear") them 
enough to start a singles class. 

The Matter of Stewardship 
ALINE EDSON 

All our money, time and talents are 
to be used in God's service. Whatever is 
not, is bad stewardship. Whatever amount 
of money that falls into our hands is all 
God's and to be used according to his will 
and to his glory. The part that goes for 
groceries, clothes, and housing is accord
ing to his will. He gives us the ability to 
earn money-the money pays for them. 
So thank God for them; they are his gift 
to us. 

The part that goes to help someone 
else is according to his will. To meet the 
needs of people is to follow Jesus' ex
ample. Giving into the church treasury is 
according to his will-neither more nor 
less important than the other uses to 
which we put God's money. 

God placed within man a need to re
create himself. The money spent keeping 
our batteries charged is according to his 
will. The bank account that becomes a 
man's security becomes a problem. Jesus 

told such a man to give it to the poor 
~nd come follow him. There was nothing 
mherently wrong with the money-just 
that the man's attitude resulted in poor 
stewardship of what belonged to God. 
But 100%-not 10%-belongs to God. 
~ime also belongs to God: all of it. 

~omg t~e work of the Lord is a full-time 
JOb. It IS not split into formal segments. 
When we work, we are using time well· 
this doesn't mean you should work 24 
hours a day. Good stewardship includes 
bala~ce. '!·hen you rest, it is a godly use 
?f time. , The sleep of a laboring man 
Is sweet. Ecclesiastes 5:12. We are cre
ated to live balanced lives. Even God's 
laws of nature teach this. 

Time spent in assembly with the saints 
keeps hope alive; communion reminds for
~etful ~uman beings that Christ died and 
IS commg again. We need time spent in 
the company of the church. We cannot 
a~complish our mission in the world 
smglehandedly. God knew we needed the 
c~urch, and Christ bought it for us with 
his blood. 

Time spent in studying the Scriptures 
shines the light to see better how to walk 
~hrough this world. Time spent in prayer 
Is ~~ath to the soul. Time spent in ''wor
ship, _by no means defines all the time 
spent m God's service. 

Time spent giving a "cold cup of wa
ter" which symbolizes a whole attitude 
toward people, is no less a use of time 
for God .. Jesus' life clearly illustrates 
that meetmg people's needs is God's work 
Th~ time it takes to do so is well spent: 
Let s not compartmentalize our time in
to G~'s ~egment and our segment. It's 
~11 h1s. Time, as money, spent in self
mdulgen~ pursuits is bad stewardship. 
Every VIrtue has an opposing vice. It's 
great to work and make a good living, 
but there's a point of diminishing returns 
-too much and life is out of balance and 
bad stewardship results. 

All our talents are gifts from God and 
all are to ·be used in his service ali the 
time. "Whatever you do in word or deed 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus' 
giving thanks to God and the Father b; 
him." 

For instance, we are prone to make 
teaching a formal situation only. But 
some of Christ's greatest teachings oc
curred at seemingly chance meetings and 
one on one: the woman at the well for 
example. This does not, of course, ex~lude 
formal class teaching. It simply goes way 
beyond it to include wherever we are and 
all the time, not just by word but by 
~bought and action as well. Stewardship 
IS an all-encompassing thing. We never 
are divided into God's time and our time 
God's money and our money, or in th~ 
u~ of our talents for God as opposed to 
usmg talents for ourselves. We fall back 
too easily into the law-keeping pattern 
when we assign part of our resources to 
God, thus leaving us free to use the re
mainder as we please. 

Jesus' time, talents and resources were 
used to meet the needs of people-tem
poral and eternal. Good stewardship dur-

(Continued on page 11) 

9 [297] 



.!Jmproving 
HOLLAND L. BORING, SR., EDITOR 

The author of t he song a nd ar t icle this week is a well known and beloved Gospel 
preacher and s taff writer for the F irm F oundation. 

The F oundation School of Music will be h eld a t Hensel, near Austin, J une 9-20. An 
outstanding facult y of six men plus seven a ss ist ants w ill be training men and boys to 
lead sing ing and to lead the church. We are doing a g reat work which the church needs 
done and which few a re equipped to do. Send us a carload of your young people and we 
will r evolu tionize the interes t of your young people in t he Lord's work. 

SONGS OF HOPE is ready for delivery. $2.00 per copy, $1.75 in quantities. Order 
from me. 1202 E. 30th St., Bryan, Texas 77801. 

i 

I LONG FOR HOM E 
"I long to leave this world and live with Christ." l'hil.l: 23. 

0 H T Orbin H. Tabor . . 
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LI home in glo-ry, Far a- bove the bright blue . 
2 . Sor- rows of life 
3. Will you come go 
4. If you'll ac- c ept 
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Je- sus is there 
Trou-bles and sep-
Where trees of life 
Je- SUB will save 
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They are there 
Deep 1n our hea~t s 
Where they all stand 
There you shal l 11VA 
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And o be- hold new re-~lons, liher e all thlnge are new a - ga c. 
Why not pre-pare to en- er, And live ther e f or-ev- er- more? 

There you snall l!lhare all bless-1n~~: s, And 11ve in that love-ly place, 
II'- 1!!111- p- !R ~ ~ _ -...,. .... • ~ ,.. • . . . 
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HOW IMPORTANT I S GOSPEL 
SI NGING 

0. H. Tabor 

Recently i t was my happy privilege to 
attend a gr eat revi val meeting with the 
Fox and Lake Street church in Car lsbad, 
N. M., where I pr eached f or nine happy 
years. Robert Wingf ield was doing the 
preaching and Ther on J ay, one of the 
elder s, who has direct ed t he sing ing 
t here fo r a gr eat number of years , was 
leading t he singing . He selected several 
great songs each evening a nd I have never 
heard such praises in song. E very soul 
was aflame and a glow wit h t he spir it 
of joy, gladness and thanksgiving. E very 
soul was lifted ever so close to the God of 
love a nd light 

I thought , as I joined in that praise 
service, how r eally importan t singing is, 
and how often God 's people make the sing
ing just a cold, ritualistic experience with 
very little spirit and hear t . It just may 
be t ha t many of God's people have lost 
something of the joys of salvation that 
r ightly belong to the souls of redeemed 
people and th is may be why singing is not 
so important in the churches of our day. 
R edeemed souls should be joyf ul souls and 
one way to expr ess joy is in s ing ing 
pr aises. 

The Bible is literally filled with scrip
tures relative to sing ing and many of 
these bea ut if ul passages have been ne
glected in our teaching, a nd singing has in 
a measure been crowded into the back
ground and has become a poor expression 
of what God really wants it to be. 

The Isr aelites sang a s t he new wells 
of water gushed forth in the deser t. When 
they wen t out in the mornings they sang 
p raises to God. God pictur es the valleys, 
the hills, th e heavens, t he earth, the na
tions as declaring their glory to God with 
singing. I saiah said, "The r edeemed shall 
come with singing." 

God's people need to "Break f orth in 
song." We need more and more sing ing 
schools, like those being conducted by 
Holland Bor ing, Sr., to t rain young men 
to lead the way into deeper praise in 
song. We can never forget the happy 
experiences we enjoyed last summer when 
we attended one of his schools for he 
knows what it means to praise the Lord 
in song. 

Why not begin now to interest song 
leaders t o attend the school this year and 
learn f rom godly men wha t gospel sing
ing oug ht to be to please God. We ought 
to say with the P salmis t , " I will sing 
unto the Lord as long a s I live : I will 
sing praises to my God while I h ave my 
being" (P s. 104 :33). If we pra ise the Lord 
now, as we should, some sweet day after 
while we shall join in the heavenly chorus 
and s ing with t he a ngels and a ll t he re
deemed. 
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THE "AUTHORITY" OF TITUS 

(Continued from page 6) 

(1 Thess. 2 :8f; 1 Tim. 2:7), as with 
Philip (Acts 21:8), Timothy (2 Tim. 4 : 
5), and others (Eph. 4:11). Although 
evangelists sometimes settled for a period 
of time at a given place, as Titus on 
Crete, Timothy in Ephesus, and Paul at 
Corinth, there is no ind ication whatsoever 
that locating for an ex-tended period with 
local churches made them "officials" in 
such churches. The distinguishing char
acteristic of evangelists was their preach
ing (2 Tim. 4 :2). Whethet· located or not, 
their evangelism was not predicated upon 
any "authority," but upon their compe
tence in hermeneutics and homilet ics. Ti
tus was certainly admonished not to in
volve himself in the tasks of the elders, 
but to tend to his evangelism. 

I find it both interesting and alarming 
that our brotherhood, which has a long 
and rich hedtage in advocating the priest
hood of all believers and the oversight of 
autonomous congregations by locally se
lected leaders, should now f ind some among 
us preferring the official status of the 
preacher as an "authority" in ways 
reminiscent of the pastor-system and 
clergy which we have traditionally re
jected as inconsistent with N. T. teaching. 

Now no one would argue the fact that 
where elders do not exist, someone should 
shoulder t he responsibility of leadership as 
a stop-gap measure until proper leader
ship can be brought about. But, to argue 
from Titus 2:15 the propriety of the 
preacher or anyone else continuing that 
r ole once leaders are selected or that it is 
sufficient for the preacher to continue that 
role instead of selecting appropriate lead
ers or that t he preacher r etains an author
i ty equal to or superior to t hat of selected 
leaders, is not possible without serious 
distortion of the text. 

It might be useful to recall Alexander 
Campbell 's remark concerning certain 
denominational preachers, t hat they were 
" little men in big offices." Any minister 
interested in the restoration of N.T. Chris
tianity will disdain the quest for power, 
position, and authority, and will go about 
his work as a Christian gentleman, eliciting 
the attention and respect of others by 
knowing what he is talking about as a 
result of careful study, by demonstrating 
competence as he works in the lives of 
others, and by evidencing an unassuming 
and respectful attitude toward the N. T. 
organization of the church which he 
serves, but does not rule. 
Visiting Professor of New Testament 
University of St. Andrews, Scotland 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Opportunity Unl imited 

The opportunity to furthe r the Lord's work is unlimited, and so is 
the amount of work that needs to be done. A small, but steadily 
growing congre gation of the Church of Christ in W estern Colo
rado needs a mature, leadershi p-orient ed preacher to he lp take 
adva ntage of these opportunities. We are embarking on a new 
building program along with several other projects including the 
preparation of an outreach audiovisua l program. If you would 
like to he lp, please submit your resume to: Archie Davis, Church 
of Chr.ist, 1210 Grand Ave., De lta, CO 81416. 

DECIDE NOW 
to en roll in the 

iiloutbeastern J§tblical 3tnstttutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred L iterature degree 
under highly qual ified teachers 

Tu ition free - Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

THE MA 'ITER OF STEWARDSHIP 
(Continued from page 9) 

ing our earthly lives demands that we 
follow his pattern. It all belongs to God. 
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable ser
vice." Romans 12:1. 
P. 0. Box 860, Ingram Texas 78025 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, thro ugh their love 
and experie nce, teach them God, l ove 
and Respo nsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, re tireme nt, and children 
furn ished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Beni to, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Fred M. Selby 

Gmi&B\11 
CHURCH 

FINANCING 
P. 0. Box 7174, Amarillo, Texas 79109 

Before you decide about church 
financ ing , check us out. You will 
see savings, flexibility and a 
s incere effort toward excellence. 

CALL 
(806) 359-4046 . 

or write for free finance mformalton : 

CHURCH ____________ __ 

Address---------

City ------State---
Name Zip---
Need$ 
0 immediate 0 within a year 
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PLEASE DON'T QUIT J ESUS 

( Continued from page 8) 

Jesus didn't quit, he marched on to glory. 
He didn't even quit when he knew thaL 
J udas I scariot was a th ief and betrayer, 
or that P eter was wishy-washy at times. 
Jesus did not quit preaching and l iving 
r ight because he was surrounded by peo
ple who were unforgiving, unkind, over
ambitious, and even unbelieving. Jesus 
didn't quit his role as a leader because 
he once had in his presence an adulterous 
woman, an unscrupulous business man, a 
gang of pharisaical h ypocri tes, or even 
narrow-minded demon worshippers. Jesus 
rlidn't quit. He lived and died for you 
that you may have l ife and l ife eternal. 
Remember what Jesus has done for you. 
P lease, don't quit J esus. 
Huckabay, T exas 

INCLUD E Y OUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

E xciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E . S. E . Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

L IFTING UP 
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Christian Evidences 
Fo reign Evangelism 

Life C r ises 
S oul Winning 

Bus Evange lism 
B enevolence 

F a m i ly 
Praye r 

~id·}lmerica Ellaq~elis111 
vlorluhop 

JUNE 5-7 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN 
Deaf Evangelism 

World Bible School 
Chu rch Growth 

Singles Ministry 
Moral Issu es 
Jail Evangelism 

Preaching 
Singin g 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Keeping the Saved Saved 
Bible Interpretation 

Exhibit Evangelism 
Death & Dying 

L eadership 
Education 

Women 
Youth 

June 5 
Thursday: G. P. Holt, Jr. 

June 6 
Friday: Jack Evans 
Lifting Up Jesus in 
Daily Commitment 

June 7 
Saturday: Wayne Monroe 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Evangelism 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Joy & Enthusiasm 

T homas Warren 
D a n Reed 
Pat Casey 
Randy Becton 
O livia H olt 
Re uel L emmons 
Ken Samue l 
Nick Young 

Other Speakers Include: 
Hollis Maynard 
Lynn McMillian 
Carroll B ennett 
Doug Parsons 
Warren Blakeney 
D ick Weber 
David Gaylor 
Debbie Young 

Mike Mays 
John Waddey 
Charles Coombs 
Norma Rogers 
Norm Herron 
Boyd Williams 
Bob R u b inow 
Phyl lis David 

''Special Instruction Every Hour For WOMEN & YOUTH 

For Information Write: M ID-AM ERICA WOR K SHOP 
6 1 2 N . Hig h School Rd ., Indianapolis, IN 46224 
F o r Housi ng Call: (317 ) 2 44-3974 o r 5 4 5 -0103 

Benny Stephens 
Bruce May o 
David Land 
Neil Parsons 
Joy McMill ian 
Paul Pape 
N eale Pryor 
Mi ldred Free l and 
Ernest Stewart 
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HOMECOMING AT TIPTON HOME 

Every five years the Tipton Home, in
vites its alumni all to come home at the 
same time. This is the year. Saturday, 
April. 5, will be "homecoming" for the more 
than 3,000 who have lived in the Tipton 
Home for children. Now in its 57th year, 
at Tipton, after having existed at Ca
nadian, Texas for a few years, the home, 
under the direction of the elders of the 
Tipton church has relieved the suffering of 
needy homeless children in a noble way. 
Testimony to its loving care is the great 

number of exes who return again and 
again. According to T. N. Putman, Super
intendent, a greater number of exes will 
gather this year. 

LeRoy Davis, Spavinaw, Oklahoma: The 
new church building we have been con
structing here in Spavinaw, Ok., is near 
completion. We are to have an "Open 
House" May 4 with a gospel meeting to 
follow through May 11. Bro. Jim Foster 
will be our speaker. 

CHEROKEE HOME FOR CHILDREN is currently 
expanding its services to families and children. In 
doing so we are announcing the following openings: 

Para professional couple interested in working in 
cottage unit with opportunity for advancement in 
areas of family services and child care. 

MSW-interest and experience in family counseling 
is desirable. 

Interested applicants call or write: 

JACK GOBLE 
Cherokee Home for Children 

P.O. Box 295 
Cherokee, Texas 76832 

915/622-4201 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$85.00 

June 15-20, 1980 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP H~ALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 

will celebrate their 
40th anniversary with a 

gospel meeting May 23-25, 
featuring B. C. Morton Jr., 
and a fellowship dinner. 

All former members are 
invited. Special homecoming 

service 2:30 p.m., Sunday, 
May 25. Please notify the 
church if you can attend. 

If lodging is needed contact 
Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 

19th and Meigs Ave. 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130 

(812) 283-7710 

10o/c 
Discounted to yield 12o/c 

or 1nore 
115,000 

Interest Se1niannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

lOo/c discounted to yield 
12 o/c or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13 ~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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INDY WORKSHOP GEARS FOR 
THE SO'S 

One of the largest gatherings of our 
brethren in the central U.S. will take pla ce 
at the Indianapolis Convent ion Center in 
Indianapolis June 5-7. The occasion is the 
2nd Annual Mid-Amer ica E vangelism 
Workshop sponsored by the churches of 
Christ. 

Workshop directors a nticipate a pproxi
mately 5,000 people for the t hree day 
event. Nearly 3,000 people a t tended las t 
year's effort which also was held at the 
Indianapolis Convention Center. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
Keynote speaker s for t he Mid-America 

Evangelism Workshop include G. P. Holt , 

Jack E vans, and Wayne Monroe. In addi
t ion to these, 35 other speaker s will teach 
80 different classes during t he three days. 
Special cons ideration will be given to a t 
least 20 a rea s, including church g rowth, 
youth, leadership, bus ministry, personal 
evangelism, women's work, benevolence, 
missions, education, preaching, campaign 
evangelism, dea th evangelism, prayer , 
s ing les, s inging, senior citizens, moral is 
sues, exhibits, work Bible school, dea th a nd 
dying, new conver ts, and denomina 
tiona lism. 

Complete information is available by 
writing : Mid-America E vangelism Work
shop, 612 N. H igh School Rd., India napolis, 

· Indiana 46224. 
.......... ...,...__..._..._....__......_...... ____ .._..... __ .._..._...._.__.._.... ......... _._......,...._..,-.._......._... ____ , ...... 
l PLANNING TO BUILD? ~ 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18th year or -successful oper ation. I 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction of 'YOUr new building. I 
~ Brochure sent on r equest. Call collect . . . 1 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Ooh unbine Place P. 0 . Box 40289 ~ I (615) 388-2313 Nash ville, Tennessee 37204 I 
~..,... .......... ..,...._ .................... _... .......... ~.- ..................... --.......... __.....------------.....,.... .. 

OLE' WORKSHOP 
Operation La±in America Evangelism Workshop 

May 16-17 
Eldridge Road ChUI'ch of Christ 

Sugar Land, Texas 

(Suburb of Hous±on) 

J.W.Treat 
Reuel Lemmons 
Humberto Rivas 
Max Zamorano 

Speakers 

Roberto Santiago 
RudyWray 
James Long 
John Shero 
Gabino Rico 

John Wolfe 
Harris Goodwin 
L. Haven Miller 

P e dro Villa 
Lou Seckler 

Dryden Sinclair 
Truman Spring 

Carl James 
Luis Medina 

For Lodging or Transpor±a±ion from ±he Airpor± call: 
(713 ) 494-7106 or 933-0855, or wri±e : Box 260, Sugar 
Land, Texas 77478. 
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Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31 -5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1 I 512-282-2486 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NORTH "A" AND TENNESSEE 

Mid la nd , Texas 

will celebrate a 50 year anniversary 
homecoming on May 25, 1980. 

There will be two morning services, 
and a n afternoon se rvice. 

All former members are invited 
to return. Please notify us if at a ll 

possible if you think you can come. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guara nteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

JV rite or call /or information 

BILL M IN ICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texa s 7611 2 

817 / 535·180 1 817 / 429-1403 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
A.dverUIJing In thb •ectloD $1.00 per line. De•lgned eapeclally to accommodate 

congregation• advertising meeting place•, preachers seeking work or CODFJ"CP
tlons seeking preacher•. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Direetor 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEBN, TEXA..S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO SO:ZS 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvlna- St., corner 
of Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.: 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 628-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

PleasaDtoD, CaUforniA 84GG6 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.U.AJ, 
HA.WA.II Ph. 332-8-628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue, HI. 967&6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
u.; a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF C~RIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2686: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detBills 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUl'tiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Monterrey, Mexlcoa A.ve. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55·11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N ... E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 60, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-884-7232 or Keith Price 
616-884-7976, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ. P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49327. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. AP
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10, Box 8040. Nacog
doches, Texas 76961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILl-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA 1 Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Horgan A.ve., 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'17'
G:rl'l. Bobby Wade, MID. 4'18-40CS6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 612-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord"s Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96608 or 
call (916) 886-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 406, business 988-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
WANTED: A spiritually mature pulpit evangelist 
to preach the word to lost souls and to' edify the 
Body of Christ for Works of Service in Corvallis, 
Oregon, home of Oregon State University. Must 
have demonstrated ability in working with a co
minister. Your last congregation must have shown 
spiritual and numerical growth. Hobby riders and 
th011e looking for early retirement need not apply. 
Send resume to: Church of Christ. 2020 Circle 
Blvd., Corvallis, ORE 97330. 
Autos For Sale: The following vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50: cars $48.00: trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 
The Church of Christ in Malverne, L.I .. N.Y. is 
seeking an experienced preacher to begin working 
in July 1980. Home & partial support offered. Con
tact: R. Hafner, Church of Christ. 17 Oxford St., 
Malverne. N.Y. 11665. 
CARIB-BEAN CHRIS=TM=--=_,.A"""S---:C==R=-=UI=s=E:--:F:-:0::-:R=---=s:=IN=-=
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (603) 226-8557. Ask for Bruce. 
Preacher wanted in Junction Ci'~ty.;;.,;;,.;K;;.;-an-sas--. -::C;-a:-=ll-:B~i~ll 
Hopkins. 762-2826 or Lake Watson, 288-6439. Write 
Church of Christ, 12th & Adams St., Junction City, 
Kansas 66441. 
Preacher desiring full time work with a congregn.
tion. Graduate of Sunset School of Preaching of 
1970. Prefer western United States. Contact Fred 
Burrows (209) 477-7187. 
WANTED: Former members of the Graham Street 
Church of Christ. Stephenville, Texas to write Box 
6, Stephenville, Texas 76401 for Centennial informa
tion planned far June 20, 21, 22, 1980. 
Thq Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. Is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2206 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 
For Sale: 20 each 12 ft. hardwood padded pews 
$100.00 each or trade far bus in good condition. 
Call 772-7857 or write Valley Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 3601, Central Point, Oregon 97602. 
Pulpit minister wanted. Suburban, Detroit area, 
preacher's home finished. Starting Christian Ele
mentary School, Fall 1980. Bus ministry, active 
church program. Send resume to Taylor Center 
Church of Christ. 28333 Goddard Road, Taylor, 
Michigan 48180. (313) 287-6191. 
Want to Buy, used books of the Brotherhood-Bob 
Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Tex. 76539 or 512-
932-3833. 
RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 8088, Sedono., 
Ariz. 86340, 

FOR SALE 
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 228-19111 
Dalla.s. Te:xas-:----:-----:--

WnshlnJnon, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria. VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE~B:::;A~S:::E:--a-n'd~J;-A:-:C;:;':K;;-S:;:O"'N:u
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phonea-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 

Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, Woodland Hills, CA. 
213-340-5237. Home. Life. Auto, Commercial. Spe
cializing in Church Building Insurance. Phone for 
a quote. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If :rou are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or· Rudy, 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
Church pews, and pulpit. Very good to excellent 
condition. Blonde wood with padded maroon seats. 
Phone: (405) 821-0788. 
Small, growing church seeking donated or inexpen
sive pews. Need twenty, 14 foot pews for new build
ing. Strickland Grove Church of Christ, Rt. 2, Box 
148-Z, Georgetown, Texas 78626. 512-863-3955. 
Singing and worshipping in song weekend work
shops. Dall&!VFt. Worth and E. Texas areas. For 
more information contact Jim McCoy, 1918 Miller 
Dr., Tyler, TX. 75701 or call 214-597-8283. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

CONGREGATION WANTED 
Mature gospel preacher is seeking full time work 
with a congregation in Florida, Available to preach 
locally in the interim. Call Dick Crannell 1 (813) 
989-2895. 
GOSPEL PREACHER needed. Full time gospel 
preacher for small Western Pennsylvania congre
gation desiring to grow. Located in community of 
6000. Partial support available. Send resume to: 
Glen Busch, RD 1, Box 125D, New Alexandria, PA 
15670. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS: We buy-state name, author, 
condition and price desired. We sell-save! Send for 
book Jist. Allan E. Yarema, 1562 Grace St., Moose 
Jaw, Sask. S6H 3E2 
Minister available, ten years experience, age forty, 
married, two children, education Sunset School of 
Preaching, experience, motivational preaching, per
sonal work, bus ministry, bible call, and youth 
director, funds raiser. Seeking work with a congre. 
gation near a Christian high school in a radius of 
one hundred and fifty miles of Oklahoma City or 
Searcy, Arkansas. Will consider other areas. Avail
able to try out immediately. Excellent references: 
Write Norman Childs, 301 Mt. Joy Road, Clearfield, 
P A. 16830 or call ( 814-765-3892, 765-4822). 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324~0120. NO TUITION. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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Elders and preachers! 

"12 deadly errors 
that can wreck your 

building program 
budget 

and how to avoid them!" 

Why is Afftliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company whose services are avail
able exclusively to churches of Christ. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged for churches of Christ through church 
bond programs and conventional loans. 

• Over 1 ,250 congregations of churches of Christ 
have benefitted from the services of Affiliated 
Managers. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
fmancing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette 
with the answers! 
How much building-debt can your congregation afford 
without ruining your regular church programs? Affil
iated Managers, Inc., which has been serving churches 
of Christ exclusively for over 20 years, gives you the 
answer to this and other church financing problems in 
this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

jAffiliated Managers~z.--------;F-Bo-s 

I 5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should avoid. 

I Name/ individual 

I Address/ Church 

I 
I Function in 

I 
I Telephone 

L ____ _ 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN SEM INAR ATTRACTS MANY PARTICIPANTS-Be
tween I ,700 and 2,000 peo ple g athered in Estes Pa rk at the YMCA 
campgrounds tor the 1980 Rocky Mountain Seminar, The three day affair 
d rew representatives of 30 states and three foreign countries. More than 
half tho attendants were above college ag e , a nd more than 1,000 of them 
had beon ba ptized in the past 36 months. Those who think th e church 
is shrinking should have been there. 

Austin, Texas, May 13, 1980 
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The Gospel 

We keep seeing the definit ion of "the gospel" as 
"good news." Now, "gospel" may be good news, but 
"THE" gospel is more than that. The idea that "THE" 
gospel is limited to telling of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus does not come from the Bible. 
It comes from human sources. 

The gospel is everything connected with the New 
Testament story and the New Testament epistles. It 
is the story of God's love, and as well the story of his 
wrath. It is grace alright, but it is also judgment. The 
gospel is not all love and light; it is also the proclama
tion of God's justice. It is mercy and it is vengeance. 
None have the right to shred the gospel and reduce it 
to "facts to be proclaimed." It is commands to be obeyed 
as well. 

The gospel has roots far deeper in history than the 
cross. Soon after Adam was driven from the garden 
because of transgression, God announced that he would 
one day bring man back into covenant relationship 
because of his infinite love. That was THE gospel. 

Every prophet that tickled the ears of his hearers 
from Adam to Jesus did so by the preaching of the gos
pel. The gospel was not just facts; it was the announce
ment of God's ultimate triumph over sin and rebellion 
in the restoration of man to his good favor through an 
act of gr ace. This he did in the God-man, Christ Jesus. 
Every utterance of the Divine will through every age 
was an announcement of the gospel. THE gospel was 
not simply an announcement to be made through preach
ing. It was a complete and perfect presentation of the 
eternal purpose of God. It simplifies the theme entirely 
too much to reduce the gospel to the good news that 
Jesus died for us, and was raised for us. 

The "All authority" of Matthew 28 is a part of the 
gospel. Rob the gospel of this a uthority and it becomes 
a mere t:'l.le to be told. THE gospel is Jesus. It is not a 
story about Jesus. All that is contained in "JESUS" 
is what is required in preaching the gospel. It cuts Jesus 
in half, and puts undue emphasis on justification at the 
expense of sanctification to say the gospel is for sin
ners while edification is for saints. It is all gospel. To 
eliminate any part of it is to butcher the gospel. 

The coming of God's Holy Spirit into the world on 
Pentecost was heaven's way of proclaiming glad tidings 
of good things. It was the breaking into history of 
God's plan for the ages. The significance of this 
event is more central to the gospel than most of us 
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l'ealize. His guiding the apostles into all the truth 
did not empower them to preach more than the gospel. 
All he guided them into was the gospel. All that they 
preached at the Spirit's direction was the gospel. 

Every type and shadow was a proclamation of the 
gospel. Throughout the Old Testament the scores of 
types that are clearly distinguishable preach every phase 
of the whole gospel. There was more there than simply 
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Even the 
Old Testament itself was the gospel under wraps. The 
Israelites were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea, and they did all drink of that spiritual rock 
that followed them and that rock was Christ. 

It would be hard to read the Old Testament without 
realizing that THE gospel contains obedience and judg
ment and prospect as well as a story to be told. 

Perhaps in no other place is THE gospel preached 
with any more eloquence than in the book of Revelation. 
The horrors and disaster of rebellion is as much a part 
of the gospel as white robes and thrones and crowns. 
The masterful Grace of God and the terrible vengeance 
of God are blended in Revelation in a perfect presenta
tion of the gospel. Acts chapter 2 does not present the 
gospel so clearly as does John in Revelation. The facts, 
commands, promises, threats, vengeance, rewards and 
admonitions-they are all gospel. 

The gospel may well be called the publication of the 
kingly rule of God over man. When the gospel was 
preached to Noah it included the damnation of a wicked 
earth as well as the justification of Noah. Peter tells 
us that the flood saved Noah by the same action in 
which it destroyed the world. Then he promises that 
our salvation is an exact parallel. There can be no gospel 
of our salvation unless that same gospel executes the 
judgment of God upon the wicked. It takes both sides of 
the coin to make the gospel THE gospel. 

This is the reason John's gospel in Revelation pre
sents the saints in glory and the sinners in torment. 
Justice is an inseparable part of gospel. God's rule 
over man is meaningful only in the light of his wrath 
poured out against the rebellious. There is much more 
to THE gospel than simply facts to be believed in. And 
it should be preached to both saints and sinners lest 
the sinners never know and the saints forget. ' 
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Evangelism in Everyday Life 
MAURICE HOOD 

When one surveys the world about us 
today it shouldn't take long to realize 
that one of the greatest fields for evan
gelistic endeavor is our own country and 
our own community. America can no long
er claim to be a Christian nation and our 
own city of Austin contains less Christian 
people than any major city in the State 
of Texas. Many of the evils which are in
jurious to Christians and the church are 
as rampant here as any place I know. Too 
many Christian people today not under
standing Jesus and his apostles' teaching 
consider the church a bastion of security 
for the believer and protector of the faith. 
These things, it is, but its principal pur
pose on earth is to preach the gospel to 
all men, convicting them of their sins and 
baptizing them into the church for which 
Jesus sacrificed his life. Unless every 
Christian understands that his mission on 
earth is the. same as that of the church 
united, that is to teach others about 
Christ, the goal of reaching all nien will 
never be realized. The Church of Christ 
has for many years adopted in practice 
what it denies in sermon. We have a cler
gy. We do not call them reverend or pas
tor, but many have become just that. They 
are more often referred to as ministers, 
rather than evangelists or preachers. 
Their duties in most congregations con
sists of ministering to the spiritual needs 
material needs and often the whims of 
the members. They become often an elder 
in function, or a deacon at times. With 
their multiple duties there is little time 
for evangelism. 

To strengthen my statement about a 
~ep.ar~te clergy, many churches today are 
ms1stmg that the man they hire must 
have advanced degrees in theology. Often 
these degrees do not represent advanced 
Bible scholarship, or evangelistic training, 
but. rather studies in marital counseling, 
sociology and numerous other subjects un
related to evangelism. The degrees men
tioned are usually only status symbols, 
both for the congregation and the preach
er. The point of this area of discussion 
is that with the system just referred to 
the average church member believes or at 
least acts as he believes that all the' evan
gelistic teaching of the church be done 
by the minister, while at the same time 
by their demands making his evangelism 
ineffective. 

Further, no preacher, no matter how 
eloquent, can convert people to Christ if 
they are not in his audience. 

We have all sat through countless gos
pel sermons which expound truths we 
should k~ow by heart, but looking around 
us we will see few who are not familiar 
faces. Perhaps it is also the preacher's 
job to round up his own audience of non
believers. To put it another way, most 
of our sermons are not penetrating the 
walls of the church building. 

In Acts 2:46 it is said that they 
preached from house to house. 

The future of the American version of 
the church is uncertain. We have almost 
stopped growing; we are not even keeping 
up our percentage of Christians to pop
ulation. Many places are diminishing in 
numbers. Worst of all, we are failing to 
make Christians of even a majority of our 
children. Someone has said rightly that we 
are always one generation from oblivion. 

As long as we depend on our preachers 
to do all of the evangelism, domestic and 
foreign, and then keep them busy doing 
everything but evangelism, our future is 
dim indeed. 

Trueblood wrote a book, the title and 
theme of which was "Your Other Voca
tion" aptly pointing out that our prin
cipal vocation should be that of being a 
Christian and doing secular work as a 
means of support. Instead, many of us 
expend most of our lives in materialistic 
pursuit, spend most of the rest in being 
entertained and then give 1-5% of our 
income, and at most, two hours a week 
in church services. 

Let us then think about how each 
Christian can be evangelistic, for that is 
not only a goal but a necessity for each 
one of us if we are to be pleasing to God. 

First, we cannot evangelize unless as 
the apostle Peter instructed us, we are 
ready to give a reason for the hope that 
lies within us. Could you tell your neigh
bor about Jesus? Reuel Lemmons has said 
on more than one occasion that the great
est need of the church today is basic 
Bible knowledge. All of us can read our 
Bibles, but even if we are willing, Bible 
study is more than random or consecutive 
text reading. There are innumerable com
mentaries, study guides and tapes avail
able to help us, if we will but use them. 
We can all be good students of God's 
word. 

Secondly, we can become active church 
members. Statistics show that less than 
20% of the members are active in the 
work of the church. By active I mean 
something more than church attendance. 
James said to show our faith by our works 
and most are trying to proclaim a dead 
faith without Christian deeds. There are 
classes to teach, buses to ride, people to 
be invited and many physically and spir
itually sick needing the truth and comfort 
of God's word. Share your faith with 
those in sorrow, in fear, or in pain. 

Thirdly, we must realize that the reli
gion of Christ is a religion based on love. 
If we want to evangelize our fellow man 
we must first come to love him enough 
to want him to be saved, to want him to 
be our brother or sister and not only to 
love, but to love enough to show him our 
love and concern. We must have a ver
itable passion for lost souls. As the in
spired writer has said, ''he which con
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
ways shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins." Can you 
love your neighbor enough to talk to 

him or her about Jesus? Couldn't you 
love enough to invite them into your 
home to study the Bible? Couldn't you 
invite them to worship services? This 
attitude is the real key to personal evan
gelism, not film strips, charts or tapes, 
although these may be an adjunct. The 
church is to some a closed fellowship, 
sometimes eyen closed to other members. 
This must not be. 

Fourthly, many can train themselves to 
expertly teach home Bible studies. There 
are many methods available and all have 
proven effective. Courses are always be
ing taught at the lectureships and work .. 
shops. When there are not current home 
studies going on, I believe there is a 
serious problem within the congregation. 

Fifthly, all Christians can become in
volved in Bible correspondence work, 
either locally or foreign. Through World 
Bible School we have literally hundreds 
of thousands of names of people who have 
already asked us to help them learn about 
Christ. Anyone can spend a few minutes 
a week grading a lesson or writing a letter 
to a person seeking salvation. Postage 
isn't high. This form of involvement has 
already been proven many time over an 
effective way to teach souls, particularly 
in lands where we have difficulty in 
access. 

Perhaps the most important way in 
which our lives can be evangelistic is the 
example we set for others to see. If we 
are sporadic church attenders, or when 
we choose to spend every week-end at 
the lake, we might as well have rented 
a large highway signboard and emblazened 
on it "The Worship of God Is Unneces
sary." When we insist on leading lives 
whose only goal is material acquisition 
and personal pleasure, our proclamation of 
the Sermon on the Mount becomes an exer
cise in hypocrisy. When someone visits 
your home and instead of the Bible, your 
reading material is immoral or indecent, 
what have you just said? 

Love of fellow man cannot be feigned. 
Your attitude toward others is obvious. 
If one reads secular history of the first 
century one will find that the brother
hood of Christians attracted attention, 
not so much for the doctrine they 
preached, but for their humility, kindness, 
willingness to give, love for each other, 
willingness to share what little they had, 
their absolute dedication to their Christ 
and commitment to the point of death, 
their joy and hope shown through their 
poverty and tribulation. These qualities 
won the world of their time, and can in 
our today. Your life is the only sermon 
most of the world will ever be exposed 
to. If I, today, were atheistic, agnostic, 
pagan or Catholic, would I see anything 
in your life that would make me pause 
to look at my own, to be more like you, 
to ask of this Jesus you talk about? 
There 1is someone you know who likes, 
admires, or looks up to you-will you 
guide him toward Heaven, or Hell? 

There are many occupations and pro
fessions such as teaching, preaching, 
medicine and nursing where the nature 
of the profession lends itself better than 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Conneclion 
C LIN E R. PA DE N 

While a billion souls slept in China, a handful of brethren 
huddled in a small room on the opposite side of the world to 
plan t he evangelization of that nation, which now counts among 
its cit izenry one out of every four persons on ear th! 

The meeting, called by the elders of the Sunset church of 
Christ in Lubbock, Texas, was a good meeting. It was not 
polemic in na ture. It was rather designed to be both ex
plora tory and practical. 

When dramatic, new developments in Sino-American rela
tionships surfaced with the announcement that Coca-Cola would 
be bottled and sold in China, and that other American businesses 
would soon begin operations there, many interests (including 
churches of Christ), were taken by surprise. But when Xaio-Peng 
Deng, Vice Pr emier of th e People's Republic of China, vis ited 
the United States in August 1979, speculation ran h igh among 
our brethren that his ovettures to the government of this coun
try would result not only in the normalization of trade rela
t ions between the two gr eat powers, but that missionaries might 
also be allowed to go there as well . 

Whether those factors actually signalled a breach in the 
Bamboo Curtain or not, we do not know. But this we know: 
these developments succeeded in awakening in churches of 
Christ a new awareness of China, and of the urgent need on 
our part to make preparation to enter t hat nation with 
the Gospel as though the "curtain," which has kept Mainland 
China locked in, and Western influences locked out for thirty
one years, were suddenly dissolved. 

As we sifted the few assets which the church has with 
which to begin the mind-boggling task of reaching the one 
t housand million lost souls living in China, it was encouraging 
to learn of the work being done by our brethren in Singapore 
(home of Fou,r Seas College), Hong Kong, and Taiwan; three 
outposts just outs ide the borders of the People's Republic. Chi
nese Christians in each of these areas are poised to strike from 
these bases of relative strength as soon as unrestr icted entry 
is pe t·mit ted. In fact, some initia l probes have already been 
made. Brethren Ira Y. Rice, Jr., and Archie Luper, showed slides 
of a trip they recently took through some of the large cities of 
China, and in that slide presentation they showed pictures of 
some of the brethren from Hong Kong preaching in some of 
the villages in that country. 

It was thrilling to learn that George Tien, under the sponsor
ship of the Ail'l ine Drive church of Christ in Bossier City, Loui
siana, and the Champions church in Houston, Texas, is preaching 
the Gospel eight times each week by radio beamed across 
that vast land. Those programs have provoked response from 
Manchuria to Burma. It was also good to learn that those same 
brethren are providing tracts and correspondence courses to any 
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who ask for them. It was good to hear Archie Luper report that 
twenty-five thousand dollars of a projected one hundred thou
sand dollar fund for Bibles-for-China. have been raised. These 
funds are being sought, and will be administered by: elders, 
church of Christ, 276 W. Santa Paula St., Santa Paula., Cali
fornia 93060. 

Assets in terms of human resources were terribly scarce. 
J ohn Chan, who preaches for the Chinese congregation in New 
York City, called for efforts to strengthen the few struggling 
Chinese speaking efforts underway in this country as a means 
for reaching China. Stephen Ma, who preaches for a congrega
tion in the "most un-Chinese city in America"-Lubbock, Texas, 
- showed how working among Chinese students attending Amer
ican universities, and among Chinese medical doctors, and 
restaurateurs can be effectively worked to establish Chinese 
congregations in practically every major city in America. 

The next three to five years are crucial years for the begin
ning of any effort aimed at Chinese evangelism. It will require 
that long and maybe longer for any tl'aining program begun 
today to produce effective, well-trained workers. It takes time 
for f ledglings to fly. Teams of men and women are now being 
formed for an eventual thrust into Peking, or into one or more 
of the other major centers of population in China. At Abilene 
Christian University, a group of ten young families is studying 
under the leadership of Chai Voraritskul , a Chinese Chr istian 
from Bangkok, Thailand. Another team h as been formed at Sun
set School of Preaching. 

At Sunset, a course of instruction embracing a study of Chi
nese culture, history, religion, and an introduction to the Man
darin language is scheduled for this fal l. Students in this pro
gram can work in an excellent "laboratory" in the Chinese 
congregation meeting in Lubbock where all services of the 
church are conducted in the Mandarin tongue. 

Yes, the meeting was a good one. It brought into sharp focus 
the fact that we should not have completely written off our 
evangelistic agenda s imply because the Communists toppled 
the clumsy regime of Chiang Kai-shek back in 1949. We could 
now well use the highly trained cadre of workers who could 
have been trained during the past thirty-one years had we been 
sufficiently wise and sufficiently concerned. 

The meeting also strengthened the conviction that the church 
can begin and complete the staggering task of reaching each 
of the citizens of that great nation with t he Gospel. We are 
well able. It doesn't matter if there are a billion Chinese or 
ten billion Chinese. Our task remains the same. We're well able 
to reach each of them with the Gospel. Our assets, our re
sources, arc sufficient for the task-so long as we not only 
count WHAT our resources arc, but WHO our RESOURCE 
is. 
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Why the Difference? 
MALCOM P. HINCKLEY 

No doubt you've noted there are a lot of differences in the 
church. For instance, not all Christians have the same degree of 
maturity. Some are babes in Christ and must be fed the milk 
of the word. Others are mature and able to digest spiritual 
meat. In fact, in a variety of ways, Christians provide us with 
the example of a spectrum ranging from one extreme to its 
opposite. 

Neither are all elderships the same. Simple observation readily 
verifies this. Some elderships are made up of godly men who 
are deeply dedicated to the work of the Lord. They are zealous 
and provide inspiring examples to the flock. They exercise 
foresight and wisdom in their work. It is little wonder that they 
lead great congregations, as do the elders of the Sunset church 
in Lubbock. The growth rate at Sunset far exceeds that of the 
average congregation. They are zealous for missions, and busy 
training men to preach both at home and abroad. A recent sur
vey taken by Carl Mitchell shows that of our 600 missionary 
families, 227 have come from the Sunset School of Preaching. 
Of 125 missionary apprentices, 59 are from Sunset, with 100 
more in training. 

But it is evident other elderships are entirely different. They 
preside over self-satisfied congregations that are dying on the 
vine. They may occupy fine buildings and even have fat bank 
accounts, but they contribute nothing to the enlargement of the 
kingdom. In truth they have become present day Laodiceans. 

Such a dismaying picture is that offered by a congregation 
with three elders. The first committed suicide. The second was 
indicted by the federal government. And the third elder's wife 
left him. If Christ's dictum, "By their fruits ye shall know 
them," has any meaning, it becomes a fearful accusation. 

But how can such contrasting elderships come into being? 
Presumably both sets of elders were selected according to the 
same set of qualifications laid down in the Scriptures. The root, 
then, of the variation must lie within the congregations them
selves as they made their selections. 

When the first New Testament church needed men to serve 
them, the Apostles instructed the congregation to make the se
lection ("Look ye out ... from among you" (Acts 6:3) and 
gave the qualities those men must possess. The excellence of 
t~e congregation's choice is indicated by the fact that Philip 
the deacon soon became Philip the evangelist. A fitting solemnity 
was evident as the church set these men before the Apostles, 
who then proceeded to lay hands on them following prayer. 
(Acts 6:6). If this care was shown by them in choosing dea
cons, surely the selection of elders is entitled to no less con
sideration. 

Such a selection should never be entered into casually. The 
sobering reality at such a point is that the entire future of the 
congregation is very much at stake. This underscores the neces
sity for the most careful and prayerful consideration to be 
given to the selection. It ill behooves an unspiritual group, or 

a recently arrived evangelist, to venture into these potentially 
stormy waters. Instead, a congregation should approach such 
a selection with much "fear and trembling."_ Everything that 
lends to this choice should be surrounded with deep solemnity. 
An awareness must be created on the part of the whole church 
that its future hangs in the balance-and what is more sobering, 
that so do all of their individual souls. Spiritually this is a 
crisis, and its outcome will go far to make or break the con
gregation. 

Lessons, sermons, articles, and every other available form of 
help, are needed to carefully instruct the congregation as well 
as to impress the seriousness of the decisions being made. The 
Biblical qualifications should be explained, one by one, with the 
overall emphasis being laid on their spiritual character. 

One way members can be greatly helped in their evaluation 
of qualifications of each man being considered for the office of 
elder, is to provide a printed or mimeographed worksheet such 
as shown here. First, the participant is asked to study 1 
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 with great care and accom
panying prayer. He then uses the provided checklist to de
termine if the individuals he suggests have the positive and 
negative qualifications the Bible specifies. If he can respond 
"yes" to the 15 positive qualifications and "no" to the 5 negative 
qualifications for a given individual, he can conscientiously sub
mit that name to be considered for the office. 

Above all, it must be emphasized that members are not voting 
for their best friend, nor are they selecting Mr. Popular. They 
are searching out godly men as that quality is defined by the 
Scripture. 

In keeping with so vital a selection it will be well to remem
ber how New Testament Christians proceeded when they were 
making similar choices. This is helpful because what they did 
was undertaken with the guidance of inspil:ed Apostles. It will 
be noted that in their ordination of elders they employed both 
prayer and fasting. (Acts 14:23). These two spiritual involve
ments are indicative of the depth of concern they felt. No doubt 
the prayer was a special one, befitting the occasion, rather than 
the kind of rote prayer we sometimes fall into. Though the 
accompaniment of fasting may be a new spiritual experience 
for some congregations, it can add greatly in unifying the 
church and impressing those chosen with the importance of 
their responsibilities. It is interesting to note the Scripture 
says this was the procedure "in every church." (Acts 14:23). 

When we care enough to give this kind of attention to one 
of the most important decisions a church will ever make, the 
men chosen will be qualified elders. They will sense the dedi
cation their work calls for, and this, in turn, will make possible 
growth and effectiveness in the congregation. 

Churches blessed with such elders will truly be what Christ 
wanted us to be: "the light of the world." 

Oklahoma Christian College 
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Science; Zeus; and Jehovah 

As I write, Mt. St. Helens, the "sleeping 
queen of the Cascades," is erupting just 
fifty miles away. She has been quiet for 
over a century now. The Portland news
papers take this opportunity to both cover 
the eruption and then discuss some old 
Indian legends about St. Helens and the 
other volcanic peaks of the Cascades, Mt. 
Hood, Mt. Adams, Mt. Jefferson, and 
others. 

These old Indian legends g ive us an 
interesting contrast with our modern, 
scientific knowledge of volcanic behavior. 
It would never occur to us to suggest that 
two mountains were angry with each 
other. We would just say that the magma 
chamber underneath the peak had reached 
a critical stage and needed to release 
pressure. This reminds us of how science 
has de-sacralized the world and our per
ceptions of it. 

Has science, then, totally done away 
with God? No.-I say that science h as 
done away with Zeus, but not with God, 
not with Jehovah, the only true and living 
God. What is meant by this observation, 
that science has done away with Zeus, 
but not Jehovah? 

It means t hat modern science has de
stroyed in the minds of modern people 
the childish, pagan superstitious types of 
religions, but has left unscathed the Bibli
cal religions. Many millions continue to 
believe in the God of Moses and J esus 
long after the enlightened, civilized world 
in general has given up belief in animism 
and polytheism. 

Science has done away with Zeus and 
polytheism because r easonable people can 
see that a family of squabbling deities 
could not possibly explain a universe so 
regular and orderly as ours. Unity grad
ually conquers diversity. It seems much 
more logical to pray to one God who con
trols the entir~ universe than to pray, as 
did the Greeks, to Zeus for events on 
earth, to Hades for things in the Under
world, and to Poseidon for events at sea. 

Unity in Moral Standards 

Intellectual historians point out an in
teresting paradox in the demise of poly
theism: thoughtful men often preached 
atheism in the name of religion ! They 
denied the gods but for a godly reason ! 

The Athenians executed Socrates for 
impiety whereas this great man was prob
ably a personal monotheist. He just didn't 
care much for the immoral Greek gods. 
Lucretius, in similar fashion, argued that 
if the gods are as the Romans believed 
them to be - immoral, vindictive, and ca-
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pricious-then meaningful exis tence re
quires that they be denied. 

Here is where Jehovah, the Hebrew 
God, clearly had it over Zeus and the 
Greco-Roman pantheon. "Hear, 0 Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one!" It is 
a great gain in the moral life to have only 
one God, one Lawgiver, one Creator with 
whom to relate. If your God is the thing 
to which you give yourself completely, to 
have more than one God is to have more 
than one life, to become psychologically 
splintered. As Huston Smith well ob
serves, 

If man's life is not to be scattered, if 
he he is not to spend his days darting 
from one cosmic bureaucrat to another 
to discover who is setting the standards 
today, if, in short, there is a consistent 
way in which life is to be lived if it is 
to move toward fulfillment, a way that 
can be searched out and approximated, 
t here must be a singleness to the Other 
that supports this way. (Religions of 
Man, Harper, p. 228). 

Science and Jehovah 

However, the naturalistic humanist has 
a pertinent objection at this point. It runs 
like this : "Contrary to what you say, 
science has eliminated Jehovah along with 
Zeus, because science has shown us that 
we needn't flee to any kind of deity to 
explain all the events of the universe. 
Science has gradually wrested, step by 
step, the natural world from God. First, 
Newton dt·ove God out of physics; then 
Darwin drove him out of biology; finally 
Freud drove him out of psychology. Your 
deity is no longer needed to explain any
thing. Occam's Razor has completely cut 
him off!" 

This objection, which is very common
place among today's scientific humanists, 
contains two misconceptions: 

(1) First, it is wrong to suggest that if 
God has anything to do with events they 
must be odd or irregular. The fact that 
science has gradually decreased the num
ber of "odd" events in the universe proves 
nothing about God in particular. In Acts 
14:17 Paul points to very ordinary events 
as signs of God. "He did not leave him
self without witness, for he did good and 
gave you from heaven rains and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food 
and gladness." Note: food, just plain food, 
is a witness to God l 

Some intellectuals feel that God had 
everything his own way until the scien
tific method was developed. Now they are 
out to expose him. This is a puerile notion. 

As Donald Mackay remarks, "The Jaws of 
nature we discover are not alternatives 
to divine authority, but only codificcttions 
of that activity in its normal manifesta
tions" (Clockwork Image, IVP, p. 56 

(2) Second, no straight thinker in his 
right mind would ever suppose that just 
because you had discovered the physical 
side of an alleged miracle that you had 
proved it purely natural, uncaused by 
God. 

If God caused miracles in the physical 
world then obviously the event would have 
to have a physical aspect. Fot· example, 
the fact that earthquakes are caused by 
the movement of giant plates over the 
earth's surface doesn't mean that the 
earthquake recorded in Acts 16 wasn't a 
miracle. It's entirely possible that all 
the quakes in history, even the ones 
designated as miracles, were caused in 
exactly the same physical way. It's not 
God's method of causing a quake that 
makes it a miracle; it is rather the timing 
of the event. 

Detractors of the Bible often point to 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
as "a purely natural event." Why? Be
cause sulphur and asphalt and all the in
gredients of "fire and brimstone" exist 
in the region already, not to mention the 
fact that the cities are located on a very 
active fault line, the Great Rift Valley, a 
gash in the crust that runs from SyTia 
far down into central Africa. But, again, 
this settles nothing about the destruction 
of Sodom being an act of God or a purely 
natural event. If God destroyed Sodom 
with brimstone the brimstone had to come 
from somewhere. The fact that it existed 
in the immediate vicinity doesn't prove 
the event was purely natural. Once again, 
the timing is the important thing. 

· Christian apologists should take care 
that they don't contribute to this mis
conception that God works only in the 
"odd" happenings in the world. 

Conclusion 

It is a fact worthy of serious medita
tion, therefore, that modern science has 
not destroyed the Biblical Jehovah, like 
it did the Greek Zeus. I and thousands of 
Portland Christians still believe in the 
Biblical Jehovah, even though we under 
stand the "real" reason why nearby :\lt. St. 
Helens is now erupting. There must be 
some mysterious staying power in the 
Jewish deity that we do well to ponder 
and to praise. 

Columbia Christian College, Portland, Ore
gon. 
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Missions Management (7) 
The most common conception of man

agement is that of handling daily routine 
operations and decisions. The fact is, that 
conception is largely true. Other phases of 
the operation may carry more importance, 
or be more exciting, but the routine items 
are necessary to lend the stability neces
sary to get the job done. When one is con
cerned with managing missions the bulk 
of the time will be spent right here doing 
work that is less than glamorous. 

Next to communication the single most 
important aspect of the management phase 
of missions is organization. A man may 
be a good missionary without being organ
ized, he may be a good preacher without 
it, or a good worker, but he may not be 
a good manager. 

The main reason this is true is due to 
time. It is our most important asset. Busi
ness managers organize their businesses 
and schedules around efficient use of time. 
Managers of missions have a greater dif
ficulty because they are not devoting full 
time to the job and so the importance of 
organizing to gain the most efficient use 
of time becomes critical. 

Organization involves four different 
ideas. These are priority, delegation, pro
cedures, and followup. Priority means 
realizing that with only a limited time 
available the most important jobs have 
to get done first and regardless. One 
missions committee refused to answer any
thing but handwritten or original per
sonal letters simply because to have an
swered every appeal would have made it 
necessary to neglect the important aspects 
of setting goals and policies to guide the 
local missions program. Establishing 
priorities will keep the really necessary 
work at a minimum and ensure that the 
work that needs to be done is done. 

Committees are also famous for col
lective immobility. This means that a 
problem may come before a committee and 
after an hour of discussion not be re
solved, usually with the added side effect 
that everyone leaves not quite sure wheth
er is was resolved or not. A committe 
chairman who is a good organizer of time 
will structure meetings in such a way as 
to make the most productive use of the 
time available. When this happens, each 
member feels more like a contributing 
part of a useful group and the output of 
the committee will increase. 

Delegation is a problem faced by many 
eldersbips and committee chairmen. There 
are two reasons for this. Some feel that 
to do a job right you must do it yourself. 
Now that may be true, but it leaves the 
future of the church a matter of serious 
concern. Other men must be trained to 
accept responsibility and a solution which 
fails to do this is no solution at all. A 
second reason is a feeling that unless I do 
it myself I have lost authority or have 
failed to contribute as I should have. 
First of all we apply this reasoning incon
sistently since an elder who might insist 
on making every missions decision would 
feel no hesitation at all to turn a church 

DALE LUNDY 

bond drive completely over to a capable 
individual with only a normal amount of 
followup. But this reasoning also fails to 
recognize that delegation is an essential 
characteristic of good leadership. It is 
true that when responsibility is given that 
authority must be also, but giving au
thority and giving up authority are not 
the same. Delegation allows the work to 
be done and ensures that trained men 
are there to carry on the work. 

Procedures are another area of daily 
missions management that need to be con
sidered. The daily routine procedures in 
the office may be considered insignificant 
but if it took an hour to get a letter typed, 
no one bad assigned responsibilities, and 
you had to ask around each time there 
was a job to be done the resulting in
efficiency would be obvious. Yet the mis
sions manager often tries to deal with 
these kind of situations with only a few 
hours a week. The only solution usually 
apparent is to abandon any semblance of 
organization. It is possible however for 
an organized missions committee chair
man to establish some routine procedures 
to cover the daily items and thus save 
time, eliminate confusion, and get the 
job done more reliably. 

Finally important is followup. If an 
item is important enough to do it is im
portant enough to follow up on to guar
antee that it is done. There are many 
ways to do this. In one instance minutes 
of the elders' meeting were mailed to 
each participant with the items that he 
had agreed to be responsible for high
lighted. The same could be done for 
committees. 

Followup is important for several rea
sons. First, a person who is allowed to 
let a job slide will not learn responsibility 
and responsible men are one of the great
est needs of the church today. Second, a 
person will develop no deep interest in or 
allegiance to a job that demands nothing 
from him and which he may well ignore. 
Most importantly the job Christ died 
to accomplish may not get done. 

Finally important in daily administra
tion of a dynamic mission program is the 
previously discussed idea of Faith Man
agement. As mentioned before it is treat
ing the church as a business to the extent 
that we apply our full skills to manage 
it in the best way possible to achieve our 
goals, but realizing as we manage our 
resources that those resources we see are 
not the only ones that we possess. It is 
doing our best and then reaching for 
God. 

Faith management is knowledgeable 
stewardship. A church that practices no 
management at all may send one mission
ary when it could send three, a church 
that practices only management (known 
in the Bible as walking by sight) will 
send all three, and a church that practices 
faith management will send all three, look 

for ways to send a fourth, and be alert to 
the fact that even other opportunities 
may be provided. Planning with wisdom 
is management. But management in the 
church is incomplete when it fails to con
sider that God can and will do abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think. 

Daily management can be the element 
to lend a solid strength to our missions 
programs. Combined with a good founda
tion and wise involvement a strong and 
exciting mission program may develop 
that can do what we expect in a big way. 

Paul asks one of the most searching 
questions that could be asked of our mis
sions programs when he says "How can 
they preach unless they are sent?" Indeed 
the answer is obvious. They cannot. We 
are the senders. It is a curious fact that 
most religious people fail to recognize 
this. Denominational groups have usually 
shifted the responsibility to a missions 
society or board while we have shifted it 
to the missionaries themselves. In either 
case the local church funds, in the latter 
case it nominally oversees, but in neither 
case does it send. And that is exactly the 
problem. Sending is our responsibility. 

At stake is our obedience to Christ's 
command to take the gospel to the world. 
It is not optional. Indeed it is so at the 
essence of Christianity that we cannot be 
Christians and fail to concern ourselves 
with it. The salvation of the world is 
God's most serious business. In fact it 
might be said that it is God's only busi
ness. 

Someone might wish to argue that we 
have given well in the past to missions 
and therefore the current indictment is 
unfounded. In reply it may be said that 
first of all this is not an indictment but 
an opportunity. A child does not cease 
to improve his reading when he reaches 
third grade level because he feels that 
it would demonstrate that his second 
grade level was inadequate. Those things 
which we have done, sometimes well and 
sometimes poorly, will serve us in good 
stead as a foundation from which to de
velop local church missions in an effec
tive manner. 

The real key is opportunity. As we 
change from response to initiative we have 
the opportunity to build successful and 
enthusiastic missions programs we could 
not build before, the opportunity to demon
strate to ourselves the potential before 
us, the opportunity to show our children 
that we truly believe in missions, the 
opportunity to show God that we are 
serious, the opportunity to show our world 

· that we care. 
The benefits are many. A number of 

congregations who started to build effec
tive missions programs are now growing 
in many other areas as well. A good mis
sion program is both a sign of sincerity 
and a demand for commitment. 

Approaching missions in the best pos
sible manner also helps us reevaluate our 
attitude toward the church. If missions is 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Self-Esteem .. a Wife's Point of View 
JUDY LEWIS 

Did you know th at we live our lives according t o t he mental 
picture we have of ourselves? Therefore, i t is important to 
see ourselves as we really are! 

Dorothy Briggs describes self-esteem a s, "A quiet sense of 
self-respect--a feeling of self-worth. When you have it deep 
inside, you're glad you are you." 

In my seven yea rs of counseling, I have heard e:li."Jlressed in 
a variety of ways the devastating feelings of wor thlessness! 
Have you expressed any of the following? 

"I'm so useless, no one really car es what happens to me." 

"I can't do anything right." 
"They only said that t o be nice to me." 
"She does everything so much better than I do." 
"My husband works all t he time and never spends any time 

with me." 

"My husband hur t me too much." 
"I'm going to end it all a nd then you'll be sor ry." 
"I don't care what you say, I 'll never for g ive you for what 

you did to me!" 

Do any of these statements sound fa miliar to you? Do you 
hear yourself expressing such a t ti tudes ? You may not realize 
that your problem is a lack of good self- image or positive 
feelings about yourself! 

Bruce Narramor e, t he a uthor of Y <m'1·e Someone Special, 
says, "Our self concept is the source of our personal hap
piness or lack of it. I t establishes t he boundaries of our 
accomplishment and defines the limits of our fulfillment. 
If we think lit t le of ourselves, we either accomplish little 
or drive our selves unmercifully t o disprove our negative 
self-evaluat ion. If we think positively about ourselves, we 
are free to achieve our t rue potential." 

When wives acquire a better self-image, they can overcome 
any feeling or situation t hat is robbing them of being the kind, 
loving wives they want to be for their husbands. What are some 
symptoms of low self -esteem t hat we can overcome? 

1. Self-esteem can overcome feelings of guilt. Guilt is the 
biggest ba r rier to accepting one's self. It keeps us in constant 
fear of being r ejected or feeling that we deserve some kind of 
punishment. Guilt comes about when our actions or attitudes 
fall below what we expect of ourselves. Guilt can rob us of 
getting on with our Jives and doing God's will. 

A young woman committed a sin tha t ca used an overwhelm
ing feeling of guil t. She felt t his sin was too great to ask for 
God's f orgiveness. As a result, she did not like herself or anyone 
else. She felt unworthy to be loved by others. Finally, she got 
close enough to someone to share her guilt feelings wit h and came 
to realize t hat this person would love her no matter what she had 
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done. They read and discussed God's Word and she realized there 
is no condemnation for those in Christ (Rom. 8 :1). She saw 
that if we confess our sins, he will forgive us (1 J ohn 1 :9) . In 
Hebrews 8 :12 she read that he will remember our sins no 
more. What beautiful words to know that God will forgive 
us of our sins and remember them no more ! She knew that God 
loved her no matter what she had done. The feeling of guilt was 
gone and her self-esteem was renewed! 

2. Self-esteem can overcome jealousy. If we do not like our
selves and feel worthless, we have no trust in ourselves. We 
tend to look at others being just like ourselves, so we don't 
trust anyone else. I've seen women so overcome wit h jealousy 
that they have accused their husbands of being unfaithful for 
years. It is no surprise that these women let jealousy destroy 
t heir marriages. We are all unique individuals. God created 
us in his image (Gen. 1:26-27). T herefore, we possess great 
worth and value. 

3. Self-esteem can overcome the perfectionist attitude. Being 
a preacher's wife, I u sed to feel that I had to measure up to 
everyone's expectations of me. Like most people, I wanted 
everyone to like me. I learned the hard way that I could not be 
all things to all people. I was so disappointed in myself! Then 
I realized that J esus did not please all men. Who was I to think 
that I could, if Jesus could not ! I begain to relax and be myself. 
If what I do is acceptable and pleasing to God, if it pleases 
my husband, then it will have to please others. 

Several years ago, I thought everything had to be done per
fectly. I felt that the house had to be immaculately clean, the 
k ids had to always be spotless and the meals just right, or else. 
And in my attempt to do so I was making everyone around me 
miserable. A close friend of mine used to remark to others, 
"You better not turn your head when you eat a t her house, 
because she'll take your plate away to clean it wh en you're not 
looking ." That statement was a bit exaggerated, but not much! 
I was just about that bad! It feels so good just to r elax and be 
myself! I'm a happier person and so is my family. 

4. Self -esteem can help to improve your marriage. If you have 
low self-esteem, you tend to be very critical of yourself and 
you take everything your husband says as criticism or a "put 
down." There is no way a couple can communicate when one 
partner has his or her feelings out on a limb. 

5. Self-esteem can bring out a "new you." You can rid your
self of so many problems by having a better attitude about 
yourself. A whole new awareness of life begins, wh en you 
accept yourself as you r eally are. Everything takes on new 
meaning. You begin to see the "new you." 

Box 4105, Fort Smith, Arkansas 72914 
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Self-Esteem,. a Husband's Point of View 
EDDIE L.EWIS 

"As a man thinketh in his heart so is he" (Prov. 23:7) (KJV). 
It is important WHAT you think about yourself! As a husband 
how you treat your family and your wife will to a large extent 
depend on how you feel about yourself. 

If you are negative about yourself, feeling that you are a 
failure and not achieving what you could, you will become 
irritable, touchy, short tempered, unable to cope with simple 
problems that arise in the family or on the job. Of course, the 
family is the one that receives the brunt of your attack pro
duced by a low self-esteem. They always do! 

On the other hand, the husband with an exaggerated self
esteem has a haughty attitude, over-inflated ego, puts down 
the family members as being stupid, ignorant, and incompetent 
to handle even simple jobs. 

Maxwell Maltz, the author of Psycho-Cybernetics, says, "self
image is the key to human personality and human behavior. 
Change the self-image and you change the personality and the 
behavior." 

Applied to the husband, the way he treats his wife and 
family is directly connected to his self-image. If he is treating 
them badly he needs to change his self-image and his be
havior will change. 

"Even so ought husbands to love their own wives as their 
own bodies. He that loveth his own wife loveth himself ..• " 
Ephesians 5 :28. (ASV). Paul connects love for your wife with 
love for yourself. The real problem then, when a couple is 
fighting and doing those things that build fences between 
themselves, is a husband with a low self-esteem or self-worth. 

What. can be done to help his self-esteem? Here are three 
items suggested by Paul Faulkner that are the basis for good 
self-esteem. 

SECURITY -"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, 
we have PEACE with GOD through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through whom we have obtained access to ·this GRACE in 
which we stand." Romans 5:1,2. (RSV). 

"There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION for those 
who are in Christ Jesus." Romans 8:1, 2. (RSV). 

It is a great feeling to know that I am forgiven and no longer 
have to feel guilty or ashamed of my sins. They are gone be
cause of the grace of God and my response to it. I am SECURE 
in Christ. 

SIGNIFICANCE-"You are a CHOSEN RACE, a ROYAL 
PRIESTHOOD, a HOLY NATION, GOD'S OWN PEOPLE, 
that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light." 1 Peter 2:9. 
(RSV). 

''The Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we 
are CHILDREN OF GOD, and if children, then heirs, HEIRS 
OF GOD and FELLOW HEIRS with Christ." Romans 8:16,17. 
(RSV). 

I am somebody! I am a child of God, -a chosen person, a 
royal priest, a people of God! Realizing that helps me to see 
that I am a significant person. What I feel and need are 
important to God and he has the power to see that these needs 
are supplied. 

COMPETENCE-"! CAN DO ALL THINGS in him who 
strengthens me." Phil. 4:13. (RSV). 

"For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit 
of. POWER and LOVE and SELF-CONTROL." 2 Tim. 1:7-9. 
(RSV). 

I can do! I can accomplish, with God's help, anything I set 
my mind to! Why? because I have power in him and not 
weakness. 

To apply these principles in a practical way to the husband, 
Dale Galloway has suggested in his book, We're Making Our 
Home A Happy Place, some ways to build self-worth in others. 

1. "Show your loved ones they are worthwhile persons by the 
manner in which you honor and respect them." A husband 
needs honor and respect from his wife and family. If they 
think he is great and tell him, this will cause him to feel he 
is valuable and return that feeling to his family. Of course, it 
helps for the husband to do those things worthy of praise, but 
even when he doesn't, if the wife will praise him it· will soon 
produce what she is looking for. 

2. "Become sensitive to and protective of your loved one's 
feelings." Everyone has feelings. When you call him a LOUSE 
his feelings are hurt and he begins to perform like a LOUSE. 
Sensitivity is the KEY. Be sensitive to the other's feelings! 
You might say, practice the Golden Rule with your partner. 

3. "Be responsive to your loved one." So often we ignore 
others. I realize that it is not intentional in every case. We 
get wrapped up in daily activities, job, T.V., paper, to the 
point that we forget about our mate. They could stand on their 
heads or turn green and all the husband would say is, "That's 
nice." Wake up! Sti!ort LISTENING to your wives and respond 
to the needs that are communicated. 

4. "Be open about your shortcomings." Some feel that open
ness is bad, but without it your marriage will always be on a 
fanciful level. Openness does not mean that a mate rudely or 
harshly unloads his gripes on his partner. But with tact and 
consideration of the other's feelings and emotional state, com
municates to the mate in a positive way the problems he is 
burdened with. When you are able to openly discuss your fears 
and shortcomings it is a great moment of bearing yourself 
to the confidence of your closest friend and lover. 

5. "Let that loved one know that in your eyes he is a beauti
ful person." Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. That mate 
should know without a doubt that to you he is beautiful. Of 
course, this rule also applies to the wife, and it needs to be 
done daily. 

6. "Let others know you believe in them." In your eyes that 
mate is able to accomplish anything he sets his mind on. You 
TRUST him. You don't worry about what he is doing because 
you know it is for the betterment of the family. 

Self-worth! It is a very important attribute for every hus
band. Before you can love your family as you ought, you have 
to. love yourself. 

Box 4105, Fort Smith, Arkansas 72914 
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Brother Paul Epps, the author of the 
article on this 'page, is not only a good 
gospel preacher but an excellent song 
leader. He is one of our teachers in the 
FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH 
MUSIC. The time for this annual school 
is June 9-20. It is time to send your 

application in to Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, 
Austin, Texas 78767. 

The song, "The Savior Calls" is written 
by a rancher in Paducah, Texas. 79248. 
Rt. 1, Box 228. Write him your comments. 
If you wish additional copies, request 
them. 

THE SAVIOR CALLS 

F.C. 
@ Coppt..;:nt lt'i';'fl, by rorett Cu:~mc r. 

n" !or rhe ~lory of God. Forest Creamer 
Har. Eddie Chance 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD 
GOSPEL SINGING 

Paul Epps 
God's people have always been exhorted 

by inspiration to sing. The book of 
P salms is a collection of one hundred
fifty hymns, a nd was used as a great 
hymnal by the ancient Hebrews. Today, 
Christians are admonished by the Scrip
tu res to s ing. "Let t he word of Christ 
dwell in you richly; in all wisdom; teach
ing and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord." Col. 3 :16. 

Not only must the church of our Lord 
be zealous in singing praises unto God, 
but we should be efficient in our s inging. 
It should be said about every congrega
t ion of the Lord's people that they have 
good singing. This is not to say that the 
sound should have preeminence over the 
heart, because the purpose of s inging in 
worship is to praise God, to teach, ad
monish and warn others, and to edify 
self. Yet, we must be concerned with the 
physical aspects of our song service . 

In order that we may have good sing
ing in our worship service, it is necessary 
that each congregation be taught the 
importance of the physical and spiritual 
aspects of s inging. On the physical side, 
good s inging involves tonali ty- the ability 
to distinguish one tone (note on the scale) 
from another, the ability to read music, 
to sing in key, to give t he proper length 
of tones, to s ing together with proper 
tempo of the song under consideration, 
to sing smoothly, to produce pleasing tone 
quality, to speak the words distinctly, 
and to blend the voice part with others. 

On the spiritual s ide, good singing in
volves good songs that will assist Chris
tians in communicating to God and our 
Saviour our heart's des ire, and to teach 
and admonish one another spiritually. We 
must be interested in t he words and their 
meaning, while approaching our heavenly 
Father in worship in song. Thus, we might 
say that good s ing ing comes from an un
derstanding of words and music, and 
whole-hearted participation by every mem
ber of the church. Eph. 5:19. "Sing on 
ye joyful pilgrims." 

PEW CUSHIONS : 
Pew Reupholstering : 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free E11timate: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY. 13, 1980 



EVANGELISM I N EVERYDAY LIFE 

(Continued from page 3) 

others to reaching people, or where Chris
tian example is more obvious, but no 
Christian is without influence on others. 
I am told of an elderly, crippled woman, 
a member, years ago, of t he College 
Church in Abilene, although never leav
ing her home, set up over 50 successful 
Home Bible Studies, even though she 
wasn't able to teach herself. This is 
appropos to the widow's two mites-she 
did what she could. Rather than leave 
the lost world to others, get involved. The 
Christian is not in the world to live apart 
from it, but to conver t it. 

Lastly, we can g ive of our money so 
that others more talented, ot· better pre
pared can go and have opportunity to 
teach. The Church of Christ has yet to 
commit itself to world evangelism. When 
I go to Nigeria there are hundreds of 
Catholic Priests and nuns serving their 
entire lives in Africa committed to their 
faith. There are hundreds of Adventists, 
Jehovah's Witnesses and missionaries of 
Sudan In terior Miss ion, while as of this 
time we have two families a nd one nurse 
trying to evangelize 82 million people. 
The idea of sacrifice has yet to become 
a meaningful part of the American Church 
of _Christ. Families are waiting to go, 
tramed and ready-why can't we send 
them? 

Today we live in a frantic existence, 
trying to find material security, become 
rich, find happiness in pleasure and seek
ing for peace and contentment. We are 

looking in the wrong place. I believe many 
of us today can feel and see our material 
world slipping away and most are begin
ning to sense that something is drastically 
wrong. I don't know what the future holds 
for any of us or our nation, but I can 
say that if you have staked your life on 
material possessions and security, you are 
in for a harsh collision with the eternal 

(Continued on page 14) 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

P lea-se write or ca II for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0 . Dx 8300 Eel 'VI111on 
\Vnco, Texns 76710 (817) 772-1104 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2•/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

.:•~ -a-11 -u - ~~-a -~-.-o_,_u.-.c~_a_o - a - a-.o.-.o_ a _a_a _ a _ a _a_a_a_l ~ 

I CUSHIONS FOR .. 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached 
upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645·9203 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Opportunity Unlimited 

The opportunity to further the Lord's work is unlimited, and so is 
the amount of work that needs to be done . A small, but steadily 
growing congregation of the Church of Christ in Western Colo
rado needs a mature, leadership-oriented preacher t o help take 
advantage of these opportunities. We are embarking on a new 
building program along with severa l other projects including the 
pre paration of an outreach audiovisual program. If you would 
like to help, please submit your resume to: Archie Davis , Church 
of Chdst, 1210 Grand Ave., Delta , CO 81416. 

SABINAL 
BIBLE CAMP 

SABI NAL, TEXAS 

June 14-20, 1980 

Minimum age 13 
Complete cost $35.00 

For more information, write 
EDGAR FURR 

Box 456, Sabinal, Texas 78881 
Phone 915-653·1 090 

After May 12th 512-988-2654 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

Tho Directol'---3723 34th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5101 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 23- 27 
Inspirational lecture series combined with 
tours to historical and cultural s ites in the 
Philade lphia area. Great C hristian 
fellowship and reasonable costs on the 
campus of Northeastern Christian Junior 
College. 

Theme: "Seeking First 
God's Kingdom" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
J. M. Powell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
M. Norvel Young Archie Luper 
Larry Roberts Elza Huffard 
Eddie Couch Greg Anderson 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Becker 

Write for Information! 
r-··--·-----------------·-···-···--·• 

Please send a brochure with full details I 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. I 

I 
I 

Name } 

Address ----------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1·215·265· 1585 

~------------------------------------
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MISSIONS MANAGEMENT (7) 
(Continued from page if) 

deserving of sound management then is 
not everything else? God's work does de
serve the finest we have to give in any 
area. The failure of the church in the 
modern world is largely our own failure 
to give our best, think our biggest, or 
love our most deeply. This can change. 

We have the ability to soundly manage 
our mission programs to achieve our goals 
by following basic principles of Missions 
Management. These include (1) initiative 
by the local church, (2) long term church 
commitment to a specific location, (3) 
realistic and challenging goals, ( 4) effec
tively laying a foundation for our involve
ment, and (5) faith management. 

Timing is critical. We cannot turn four 
hundred missionaries into thirty thousand 
overnight. Even in the next twenty years 
it will be a tremendous job. Small church
es must realize that by managing their 
mission programs properly they can 
fully support one or two or three mis
sionaries. Large churches must realize 
that the three missionaries they now sup
port must become ten and twenty and 

thirty. Churches of all sizes tnust quit 
giving a missionary sponsorship and par
tial funding and expect him to raise the 
balance elsewhere but must begin to fully 
support all the needs .of a missionary or 
an entire missions team. 

We may go into the next decade leaders 
in world missions. Or we may not. We 
ought to do so and we can do so. But only 
the leaders in each local church can de
termine whether we will do so by their 
decision to step forward and be counted 
among those who intend to take seriously 
their responsibility to send. May we be 
a generation of men who will. 

(End of Series) 

732 Winding Bend Lane, Manchester, 
Missouri 63101 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone(815)254.0~38 
STEEPLES 

~ ~ BAPTISTRIES 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1980 in an expanding baccalaureate 
nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of arts and 
sciences supported by the members of the church of Christ. The program is NLN ac
credited. Current enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Appli
cant should have at least a master's degree in the area of community health, 
maternal-child, medical-surgical or mental-health psychiatric nursing. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown Uttle Rock. For further information, contact, Chair
man, Division of Nur5ing, Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Harding University, Searcy, AR 
72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

CHEROKEE HOME FOR CHILDREN is currently 
expanding its services to families and children. In 
doing so we are announcing the following openings: 

Para professional couple interested in working in 
cottage unit with opportunity for advancement in 
areas of family services and child care. 

MSW-interest and experience in family counseling 
is desirable. 

Interested applicants call or write: 

12 [316] 

JACK GOBLE 
Cherokee Home for Children 

P.O. Box 295 
Cherokee, Texas 7 6832 

915/622-4201 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
·Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 

will celebrate their 
40th anniversary with a 

gospel meeting May 23-25, 
featuring B. C. Morton Jr., 

and a fellowship dinner •. 

All former members are 
invited. Special homecoming 

service 2:30p.m., Sunday, 
May 25. Please notify the 
church if you can attend. 

H lodging is needed contact 
Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 

19th and Meigs Ave. 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 4 7130 

(812) 283-7710 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3* to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13* years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made ·by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

FIRM ·FOUNDATION-MAY 13, 1980 



CAMPAIGNS NORTHEAST 
SOUTHEAST SUMMER 

The schedule for the Campaigns North
east Southeast teams is worked out. The 
teams are chosen and preparing to go into 
the Northeastern and Southeastern parts 
of the USA with 76 workers divided into 
9 teams for 21 campaigns. 

The oversight of this work is provided 
by the Sylvan Hills church in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas with Owen D. Olbricht as 
coordinator of the work. 

Workers for the teams will come from 
four Christian colleges: Harding, Okla
homa Christian, Freed-Hardeman, and 
Northeastern Christian Junior College. 
Team leaders for the campaigns will in
clude Owen D. Olbricht, Randy Woodfin, 
Roger Woods, Jack Rogers, Mike King, 
Mark Finn, Marty Puckett, Fred Strasser, 
and Jim Chinault. 

The campaign cities will include the 
following for 3 week campaigns: Benton 
Harbor, MI; Zanesville, OH; Spartanburg, 
SC; Clinton, SC; Keller, VA; Grafton, OH; 
Willingboro, NJ; Summerville, PA; Ply
mouth, FL; Glenn Falls, NY; Carmel, 
NY; Brewer, ME; Winter Park, FL; Aber
deen, MD; Akron, OH; Fairless Hills, PA; 
and Chattanooga, TN. Nine week cam
paigns are scheduled for S. Burlington, 
VT; Great Falls, VA; Lebanon, IN; and 
King of Prussia, P A. 

For information write Owen D. Olbricht, 
P. 0. Box 675, Willingboro, NJ 08046. 

Esten Macon, Viola, TN. 37394: April 
10: I started my third year with the 
church on April 4 and on April 30 will 
complete 39 years of trying to preach. 
I hope to die with my preaching boots on. 
Three newspapers carry my weekly 
column. 

NEW TRACT 

Minimum order 100 ($15.) 
Free sample to churches 

Order from author, 
TOM TARBET 

Laguna Park, TX 76634 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

6outbra~trrn }Biblical Jn•titutr 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified te~chers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

~aY 24th Saturtt4t, 

(~ Hensel Ca01p ~t 
r.n Fund Raising Luncheon ; 

Delicious Bar-B-Q Dinner 
With All The Fixin's 

Adults - $15.00 
Children under 12 - $5.00 

Children under 6 - Free 

Bring the Family and Corne Early 
Fun/or All 

Baseball • Volleyball 
Hiking • Horseshoes 

Dinner Served at 12:30 P.M. 
Singing at 3 P.M. 

Come see beautiful Camp Hensel- Have a great 
meal, have fun and help us raise money to make i 

~ this Christian camp something special for now ~ 
a and future generations. 1 
114 Btl/ord Meyers, Camp Director, 512/267-2532 

~ ~~ 
:II ~ay 24th~~~~~~~~~~~Satut~ 
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EVANGELISM IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

(Continued from page 11) 
truths of God. If you are seeking hap
piness in the market place of p leasure, 
you will sooner or later come to agree 
with the wisdom of Solomon, that all is 
vanity and striving after wind. 

I started out to discuss evangelism, but 
what I have written about is survival of 
the restoration movement itself, for I and 
many others fear for its future. "Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, for what
soever a man sows that shall he also 
reap." 

Lastly, we must humble ourselves be
fore God in worship and in prayer. Many 
view t he worship service of the church 
as either a social event or a duty to be 
observed before the pleasures of the week
end can be engaged in. 

We should come to God's house worn 
out from the work of ministering and 
teaching others, falling in desperation 
and in hope at the feet of our Lord, 
praising him, thanking him and receiv
ing spiritual strength to go out and work 
for his cause, and sharing in the fellow
ship of fellow Christians. 

The sermon on the Mount tells us our 
problem and our salvation. 

Matt. 6:24-25 "No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibili ty. · 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

ttnd love the other, or he will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore, 
I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you shall eat or what you shall 
drink, not about your body, what you 
shall put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing." 

Matt. 6:33 "But seek first his king
dom and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be yours as well." 

God in his wisdom placed the fate and 
future of his church in human h ands, 
ours. What the church does rests on us 
alone. 
3414 Foothill Terrace, Austin, Tex. 

0>---

Ted Cline, Southwest Church of Christ, 
3849 W. Encanto Blvd., Phoenix, AZ. 
85009. Around February, 1, my family 
and I resumed work with this good church 
where we previously enjoyed a fruitful 
seven-year-ministry (1970-76). The con
gregation now numbers about 500 but 
has a ten-year plan for growth. The plan 
includes construction of a facility, in 
several stages. The elders and deacons 
are men of great faith and vision. Steve 
Lane recently came to Southwest to work 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NORTH "A" AND TENNESSEE 

Midland, Texas 

will celebrate a 50 year anniversary 
homecoming on May 25, 1980. 

There will be two morning services, 
and an afternoon service. 

All former members are invited 
to return. Please notify us if at all 

possible if you think you can come. 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 
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Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-y-ear intensive trainin:g program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For furtther 
information---<:ontact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

as education and youth minister. If any 
readers of the Firm Foundation know lost 
souls on the west side of Phoenix whom 
we may contact, send us the names and 
addresses. My home phone: (602) 931-
7751; or, church office, 272-2551. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

lJ7 rile or call for it1jormation 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535·1801 817/429·1403 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking ""ork or con~ga
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA..., 20 N. Irving St., corner 
of Irving & Arllngton Blvd. (Rt. 50). Con
venient to nation's capital & historic N. Va. 
Lord's Day Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. 
For transportation-directions ph. 528-0535 
or 941-1585. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A..REA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plen•anton, California 94G66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
RAWA..II Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue. HI. 9676.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a. line, or call (206) 364-22i5. We will contact 
them. 
SERM'""o""N"="S::-:F=R=o-=-M=--=s""u""'N,...,.,S"""E""T,.--o-n.....,..9-0-m.....,..in-u....,te--cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOlJS BOOKS BOlJGHT. For detarlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
!tlonterrey, Mexico; Ave. Fnndlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. We1l. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79/i-2311. 
Rural Michigan congregation of 50, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
liO+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Keith Price 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ. P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49327. 
For Sale: Multllith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10. Box 3040, Nncog
<loches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LA WTON:-..;.~0::-:K=L=-A~
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance. Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgtul Ave., 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
5!:71. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40GO. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Smnll con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wm;h. 98331. 206-3i4-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-29i3. 
Autos For Sale: The following vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50; cars $48.00: trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 
The Church of Christ in Malverne, L.I., N.Y. is 
seeking an experienced preacher to begin working 
in July 1980. Home & partial support offered. Con
tact: R. Hafner, Church of Christ, 17 Oxford St., 
Malverne, N.Y. 11565. 
CARiBBEAN CHRIST_M_A_S_C_R_U-IS_E_F_O_R--S-IN--
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (503) 226-3657. Ask for Bruce. 
Preacher wanted in Junction City, K;.:a_n_s_ns_._,C,....a_II_B=--ill 
Hopkins. 762-2826 or Lake Watson, 238-6439. Write 
Church of Christ, 12th & Adams St., Junction City, 
Kansas 66441. 
Preacher desiring full time work with a congrega
tion. Graduate of Sunset School of Preaching of 
1970. Prefer western United States. Contact Fred 
Burrows (209) 477-7187. 
WANTED: Former members of the Graham Street 
Church of Christ, Stephenville, Texas to write Box 
6, Stephenville, Texas 76401 for Centennial informa
tion planned for June 20, 21, 22, 1980. 
For Sale: 20 each 12 ft. hardwood padded pews 
Sl 00.00 each or trade for bus in good condition. 
Call 772-7357 or write Valley Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 3601, Central Point, Oregon 97502. 
Pulpit minister wanted. Suburban, Detroit area, 
preacher's home finished. Starting Christian Ele
mentary School, Fall 1980. Bus ministry, active 
church program. Send resume to Taylor Center 
Church of Christ. 23333 Goddard Road, Taylor, 
Michigan 48180. (313) 287-6191. 
Want to Buy, used books of the Brotherhood-Bob 
Jackson. Box 88-A, Kempner, Tex. 76539 or 512-
932-3333. 
Church pews, and pulpit. Very good to excellent 
condition. Blonde wood with padded maroon seats. 
Phone: (405) 321-0788. 
Small. growing church seeking donated or inexpen
sive pews. Need twenty. 14 foot pews for new build
ing. Strickland Grove Church of Christ, Rt. 2, Box 
143-Z. Georgetown, Texas 78626. 512-863-3955. 
CHURCH-BUSEs-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dalle, TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTO;::R:....: ________ _ 

Position available with well established child placing 
agencv, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising nnd business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidentinl. 
Write: 

:Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

----...,.c-o--NGREGATION WANTED 
Mature gospel preacher is seeking full time work 
with a congregation in Florida. Available to preach 
lorall:v in the interim. Call Dick Grannell 1 (813) 
93!l-2R!l5. 
Preacher needed for self supporting congregation 
with uvg. attendance of 90. Experience as full-time 
pulpit preacher and desire to do personal work 
essential. Send resume to Bob Crawford, Church of 
Christ, 330 Dorset St., S. Burlington, VT. 05401 
(may call at 802-985-2391, evenings). 

Singing and worshipping in song weekend work
shops. Dalh.s/Ft. Worth and E. Texas areas. For 
more information contact Jim McCoy, 1918 Miller 
Dr., Tyler, TX. 75701 or call 214-697-8283. 
A small congregation in South Louisiana (near New 
Orleans) in a fast growing community needs a 
preacher to help our work here. Would like him 
to be n good personal worker. We are self support
ing with our own building, a preacher's home, and 
a foster child care home. Please send your resume 
and reference to: John Miller, 2119 Pebble Beach 
Dr., Laplace, Louisiana 70068, Ph. 604-652-9045. 
The Menard Church of Christ is in need of a 
preacher. They will pay $200.00 a week. IC interested 
cnll one of the elders: Roy Jacoby, 396-4894; Van 
Trimble, 396-4759; Bub Wyatt, 396-2163. 
BUS NEEDED: Small mission church in Russell, 
Kansas is in urgent need of a "JOY BUS." We 
now have two buses running mo:-e than full and 
need a third. If you could help in this matter we 
would grently appreclnte it and would be more than 
happy to Jlick up the bus and pay transfer costs. If 
you can help, contnct: Church of Christ, Russell, 
~69~~as 67665 ; Minister Chuck Stephens (913) 483-

Church of Christ in Carlsbad, Texas, congregation 
apJlroximately fifty members, is in great need of 
either a full time or part time minister. Please call 
elders (915) 465-4291 or 465-4687. 
Have Bible, experience and education. Will go 
preach, teach, nnd baptize. Write Jim Hardin 134 
N. Lawn, Kansas City, Mo., 64123 or call i-816-
483-9609. 

VIEDO EQUIP. SWAP SHOP 
No charge for listing equipment for sale or trade 
~~~~~~ible Viedo News. Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA. 

Van Horn needs christian hospital ndministrator. 
Vacancy can be filled immediately. Contact C. A. 
McDonald at 915-283-2340 or write Church of Christ, 
Box 733, Van Horn, TX 79865. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertiNing, and will not 
knowingly take questionable advertising. 
But It Is the render's responsibilit-y to In• 
vestlgnte. Like nny other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old saying goes. before yoa Invest. 
lnvestl~ratef 

International Bible College 
Spring Campaign 

International Bible College of Florence, 
Alabama has announced the results of its 
spring campaign week. During the week 
of March 9th-15th the staff and students 
of International Bible College participated 
in four campaigns. That one week's cam
paign efforts saw 72 sc·uls baptized into 
Christ and 65 restored. 

In addition to these reports, the students 
reported another 17 baptized and 28 re
stored as part of their regular weekly 
evangelistic activities. 

The four campaigns were conducted: 
in Red River Bay, Detroit, ~and East Cull
man, all in Alabama; and at Winter 
Haven, Fla. 

J. C. Bailey, Weyburn, Saskatchewan, 
Canada: I am just now from my 11th 
trip to India. We could have three million 
members of the church in India if we 
wanted them-in my life time. We must 
want them and the Indian brethren must 
want them. A few do. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 
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July 26-August 1, 1980 
Under the oversight: 

ELDERS: East Ventura Church of Christ 

Director: Paul L. Methvin 

-
"THEME: "A TIME TO HARVEST" 

JULY 27-SUNDAY 
p.m. 
"1980-A Time To Harvest" 

(Theme Speech) ................. HAROLD HAZELIP 
p.m. 
"Families And The Harvest" ............ PAUL FAULKNER 
"Harvesting Demands Work" ........... REUEL LEMMONS 

JULY28-MONDAY 
a.m. 
"Training Workers To Work" ............ HOWARD WHITE 
"Role Of The Preacher In The Harvest" ...... BILL RINGOLD 
p.m. 
"Harvesting As Planned" ................. GERALD PADEN 
"Harvesting And Looking Ahead" . . . . . . HAROLD HAZELIP 

JULY 29-TUESDAY 
a.m.· 
"The Role Of The Elders In The Harvest ....... V. P. BLACK 
"No One Excluded From The Harvest ...... F. F. CARSON 
p.m. 
"The Meaning Of Spiritual Harvest" .... RICHARD ROGERS 
"Where Is The Harvest Field" ....... LANDON SAUNDERS 

JULY3~WEDNESDAY 
a.m. 
"First Things First" ....................... JOHN GIPSON 
"And Still No Harvest" ..................... JOHN BANKS 
p.m. 
"Harvesting, 'An Investment 

For Our Nation" .................... JOE BARNETT 
"Harvesting Through Stewardship" ........... V. P. BLACK 

JULY 31-THURSDA Y 
a.m. 
11Harvesting By Deep Interest In Others" .... JOE BARNETT 
110ur Expectations For The Harvest" .. LANDON SAUNDERS 
p.m. 
"Commitment To Christ Expected 

For Harvest Workers" ............... JIMMY ALLEN 
11Harvest Time And Optimism" ........ MARVIN PHILLIPS 

AUGUST 1-FRIDAY 

a.m. 
"Harvest Time And Prayer'' ............ RICHARD ROGERS 
"Secure In Christ While Working 

In The Harvest" .................... JIMMY ALLEN 

p.m. 
"The Field Is Not Crowded" ............. RUEL LEMMONS 
"Harvest Time-It's Up To You" ....... MARVIN PHILLIPS 

MORNING CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 

Monday through Friday 

ADULT CLASSES 

Monday-Friday 

1. "The Home" ........ PAUL FAULKNER, J. J. TURNER 

2. "The Church In The SO's" .......... REUEL LEMMONS 

3. "Making A Soul-Winning Church" ... RICHARD ROGERS 

4. "Fellowship With God" .............. GERALD PADEN 

5. "Practical Christian Living" ............. V. P. BLACK, 
CLIFTON DITMORE 

6. "Last Things" ..................... HAROLD HAZELIP 

7. "Taking Control Of Your Life" ...... MELVIN WELDON 

8. "Teaching Others" ... KERMIT WEBBr.... TRUMAN SCOTT, 
LANDON SAUND.r.;RS, BILL HEARN 

9. "Teaching Young Women" ............ CLEO KELLNER, 
GWEN WEBB 

10. "Assuring Christian Growth" (Special 
Class for Elders & Preachers) ...... GERALD PADEN 

Specially planned campfires nightly (both adult and teenage), choruses, quartets, congregational singing, plus recreation (raft 
riding, motorcycle ridmg,_ hiking, fishing, picnicing, camping; horseback riding and sightseeing in one of the most beautiful areas 
in the world ...• YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, California). 

FOR RESERVATIONS, contact Encampment Secretary, FLORENCE JOHNSTON, 2049 Juanita Court, Modesto, California, 95350 
(phone 209-521-9727 or 209-527-6467). 

PAULL. METHVIN, Director, P. 0. Box 3774, Ventura, CA 93003 (805-642-5721 or '805-659-
2371). 
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ADVANCED BIBLE STUDIES, an annual " concentration" now in its 13th 
year, convened in Gemiinden, Germany f<>r a four d ay seminar. Composed 

of Christians working in Europe and engaged in concentra t ed study, the 
group this year num bered 45-50. Pictured here are those who prese nted 
special studies: Front: Trent Campbell a nd Mark Brazel. Sta nd ing: Richard 
W olfe, C harles White, Arlin Hendrix, David Luke a nd Frank Buck. Although 
showing stability because of years of work, the church in Europe is in need 
of renewed aHention by America n churches. 
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Money 

The ~upreme worry is money. Inflation has us by the 
throat. We will overturn governments, strike industry, 
shut down mission work and panic when money gets 
tight. What a shame ! 

Money is, indeed, the root of all kinds of evil. But it 
is not the source of energy. Money and energy are so 
interlinked in the modern mind it is difficult to inter
fere with one without dr astically affecting the other. 
But when we get down to the bottom line we discover 
that it is a false philosophy that would replace energy 
with money. Money is not the most important factor in 
spreading the gospel. 

We believe that a man who knows how to work 
should work. One who doesn't know how to work should 
be taught how to work. A society that tries to do things 
to get out of work is on its way out. When churches 
quit working and start paying someone else to do thei r 
work, they are on the way out. They usually think they 
are just getting started, but like some trees, dry r ot 
has affected the inside. 

As some congregations wane and some die, others 
spring up, beautiful and new-like flowers in the 
springtime-and the Lord's cause is constantly being 
brought forth f r om the grave into newness of life. Did 
you notice that these growing and healthy churches are 
those in which the members do the work? There are 
legitimate uses for money but to assume that money 
makes the church grow is a mistake. 

The average church assumes that if we get another 
program going and hire a man to head it we will surely 
grow. Not necessarily. Too many "team ministries" are 
but a half dozen live coals in the midst of a bed of burned 
out embers. All the programs in the world will not do 
the job where the members of t he church have quit 
working. You can't pack enough ener gy into dollars to 
substitute for the work God commands each of us to do. 

What a tragedy it is that missionaries have to de
pend on money. We believe the tide is turning a little, 
and that more and more of our people ar e going to the 
lost, at home and abroad, on their own. More of them 
are becoming "vocational missionaries." We must find 
more ways of individual Christians reaching individual 
lost ones without the exchange of money. When we 
translate our mission work into money, it is just as 
numbing as translating a congregation's work into 
money. 

God will be first or not at all. Any attempt of the 
heart _to dethrone him, or to scale him down, or to put 
anythmg else before him is to meet his displeasure. The 
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Israelites made a terrible mistake when they made a 
golden calf. The human will must be totally dedicated 
to putting God ahead of and beyond every other con
sideration. The focus of faith must never become de
fused by dollars, but like a laser beam must cut straight 
through all else to home in God. When Christians lose 
sight of this kind of commitment and assume that 
they can be liberal in the collection plate and God will 
be gracious we are on a dangerous course. God wants 
no golden calves. 

Sooner or later each of us must decide whether we 
believe that spiritual fulfillment is rooted in security 
or whether it is rooted in risk. We are going to have to 
go, and dare and risk-not simply give a tenth that 
others may have a comfortable trip. Retired Christians 
should seriously consider giving years to advancing the 
cause of the kingdom on their own. Christians who can 
secure overseas jobs should consider doing so for the 
kingdom's sake. Teachers, who are in demand in foreign 
markets, and vocations of all kinds ought to think about 
what ener gies of their own they can turn into evan
gelizing the world . We need personal energy put into 
the task rather than money. _ 

The church needs common people going about the 
countryside touching, talking, healing . . . just as J esus 
did. A church is out of touch with the world that tries 
to pay its way to heaven. The church in New Testament 
times gr ew not because they had a big budget and hired 
a "team" to do their work. The church grew because 
every one went everywhere preaching to everybody. 
When we explain away the success of the early church 
then ':e can live with our own consciences concerning 
our failures . If we can discover the str ategy they used 
and will use it ourselves, we will succeed. If we go a~ 
they went, _and do as they did, giving our means only 
when that IS a necessity, but giving ourselves instead 
t~e~ we will . not only make disciples; we will mak~ 
diSCiples who can make disciples. 

The Christian religion is too personal, too sacred, too 
holy to allow its per version by t ranslating it into t erms 
of mo~ey. It is too much a matter of being, and going, 
and _domg to be r educed to simply giving money in order 
to hire someone to be, go or do for us. If we are willing 
to go, and do, the multitudes will gather and J esus will 
come up with the bread. ' 
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When Brethren /rom India Seek Your Financial Support-

HOW Do You Respond? 
J , C. CHOATE 

I don't have t ime to write this but I am going to take the time 
to do it anyway because somebody needs to say it. I am con
stantly being asked for information on some brother here in 
India who has wri tten to the States to ask for f inancial as
sistance. I even get several letters concerning the same person. 
That means that he is sending numerous letters, a nd even if 
a few r espond, he w il l do quite well. He may not only write 
brethren in the States but also in Europe, Australia, Singapore, 
and perhaps other places. I have letters a nd requests from 
brethren in all of these places wanting to know about one 
or more preachers here in India who have approached them 
about support. 

We have a lot of fine brethren here in India but we have some 
of the other kind too. They have discovered that by writing 
a letter to various congregations for support fo r an orphans' 
home, a preacher training school, leprosy work, or preachers 
who arc working under them, some of these cong regations will 
respond without any inves tigation whatsoever. The Indian peo
ple are not stupid. It doesn't take some of them long to f ind 
out what appeals to their foreign brethren and they are more 
than happy to give them the information that they want to 
have. And who can deny what they claim ? They always have 
an explanation. 

Some brethren are constantly writing to appeal for help on 
the basis that a number of houses have burned; other s tell of 
the most recent cyclone, or of a flood, or of a famine, or of 
some other natural calamity. These are good causes to use in 
appealing to the consciences of their rich American brethren. 

In addition to this, we have a growing number of Indian breth
ren who are t raveling all the way to the States to go directly 
to one congregation after a nother to appeal for help. Brethren, 
have you ever wondered how they get there? Where did these 
poor Indians get all of that money that was necessary for their 
air tickets ? Why couldn't that have been used in the work in 
India? What about the time lost by such a trip ? But t hat one 
trip will not only net them a s izeable amount of money, but ere 
long they will be back for a second round with new congrega
tions. Then they will feed on these cont racts for yea rs a nd years 
to come. But that's not all! This encourages other Indian breth
ren to go. The ones who r etum to India come with a message 
that there are many fine brethren in the States and they have 
much money and they are more than happy to give it to their 
poor Indian brethren. Indians in general already think that all 
Americans are rich and so for them to be able to go to the 
States to ra ise support whenever a nd however they like, with 
no one to really answer to, they have finally found the gold 
mine that they have been looking for all these year s. 

Brethren, I personally r esent my Indian brethren writing to 
you for support. I especially deplore any Indian brother who 
would leave his country to go to my country to ask for financia l 
help. I think that is unwise on their part, and it shows a lack 
of r espect for foreign brethren who are g iving of their money, 
t ime, and very lives to help plant the cause of Christ here. I 
also think that brethren in the States a re unwise when they 
respond to letters or have an Indian to visit them for the 
purpose of raising funds. I know that my American brethren 
have good intentions and a re not always aware of the problems 
that go with this type of thing, but I would hope that this 
article might help to prevent some of this in the fu ture. I would 
say that if it continues as it is going, and perhaps even in
creases, eventually it is going to seriously hurt the Indian work. 

Brethren at home will finally get sick of this and not only 
quit helping such preachers, but will also sour on the work 
in India a ltogether. This would be sad, indeed! 

Should you feel that I am a little hard in making these state
ments, I would like to ask t hat you think with me for a minute. 
Suppose the thing was turned around. Imagine India with the 
gospel and America w ithout it . Then India decides to send 
workers to the States to preach the gospel to the masses. Then 
suppose you and I are converted, and so we become involved in 
the work ourselves. But after a while we become dissatisfied 
with the efforts of our Ind ian brethren, the money they are 
putting into the work, the literature they are dis tributing, and 
the radio programs that they have on t he air t o broadcast the 
gospel to the mul t itudes. We have heard of all the congrega
tions that are in I ndia, all of the wealth that they have at 
their disposal, and their will ingness to help. Then with or 
without the assistance of some of the foreig n workers, we begin 
t o write letters back to India to seek money for our own per
sonal support and projects. Next, we decide to get up money to 
buy t ickets to go to India itself to visit among t he cong regations 
across India seeking financial assistance. Now if we did that, 
what do you suppose our Indian brethren would think of us? 
Do you t hink for a minute that they would be happy with this 
kind of behavior? I know they wouldn't like it . And, my brethren 
if you will just think for a minute about what our Indian 
brethren are doing when they write letters for help, or come 
all the way to the States to personally seek support, t hen 
neither will you appreciate what they are doing. 

If you are ready to disagree with me on this, then let me 
ask you if you ar e prepared to come to India to help us deal 
with all of the problems that you are creating here when you 
give your financial support this way ? Have you ever thought 
about what you a1·e doing? It is sad to sec what is l1appening 
in India. Opportunists are encouraged to take advantage of the 
American church ; some who might originally have been sincere 
are turned f rom their spiritual interests to seeking monetary 
gain; a nd the att1·acting of hirelings also deters those who could 
have been honest in their acceptance of the t ruth. Many of 
these problems have been created by our own brethren back 
home pouring money into this country in response to letters 
or in helping t hose who come personally to seek support . I 
know what I am talking about because I have been involved 
in the work in th is part of t he world for the past 18 years. 
I also have miss ionary brethr en and Indian brethr en who will 
suppor t me on t he foregoing statement. It is difficult enough 
to deal with the problems that are here without importing 
them. 

For those who would like to help with the work in India, 
I urge that they do so through some missionary. Support work 
that you can know is sound, so that you can be sure the money 
you g ive is being w isely spent . 

In closing, I want to go on record that I am personally op
posed to brethren responding to letters or person~! ap~eals 
there in the Stales to directly help Indian brethren fmanc~ally. 
I am one hundred per cent sold on the work in India; we have 
great opportunities to spread the gospel here, and the chur~h 
is g rowing. We want to sec the work g~ forwa~·d. If t~at IS 

your sentiment, then I pray that you w1ll cons1der sen ously 
the th ings that I have said. 

Box 3815, New Delhi 110049, India 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's First New Creatures 
O.H.TABOR 

"If any man be in Christ he is a new creature" 
(2 Cor. 5:17). 

After Abraham, Moses and John the Baptist, God's new 
creatures began to walk this earth. They can be described as 
resurrected people, "God's picked representatives." They were 
people who were called by the glorious gospel of Christ, who were 
sanctified, saved, redeemed and justified. They had the first
fruits of the Spirit (Rom 8:23). These people were described 
in terms never before used in the Bible. Paul said of himself 
and others, "We were therefore buried with him through bap
tism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life" (Romans 6:3-4). 

This new creation of people formed a company of committed 
souls, or a colony of kindred spirits, a building of God, a body 
of Christ, a great kingdom of citizens and an army of fully 
equipt soldiers to stand up for Christ. 

A few years ago there was set up a large room during the 
Hemisfair in San Antonio, where people might view the past 
and get a look at the early days of our great country. Here 
one could see something of how the people looked, how they 
dressed, how they acted and review their customs and ways. 

The New Testament is such a review room and one can 
open up its pages and there before your eyes the pictures of 
the first New Creatures come alive. We see the great people 
who had been born again and resurrected to live the new life 
with every sin blotted out and forgotten by the Lord. We ask, 
how should such people act? Should they be happy, joyous, 
courageous and hopeful? Le us open up the pages of the New 
Testament and take a look at these redeemed people. Let us 
follow them, live with them, rejoice with them, pray with 
them and weep with them and perhaps enter into their ex
periences so as to feel what they felt anew and thus become 
acquainted with them. 

As we move along through station one, of the review room, 
we see Christ's program launched. To his selected men he said, 
"Ye shall be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the world" (Acts 1:8). Jesus had told 
them that "After I am lifted up I will draw all men unto me." 

God's first new creatures are seen at Pentecost and we can 
pass into that room and see the characteristics of them (Acts 
2:41-47). These people continued to learn, to pray, to share as 
brothers should. They were reverent and worshipful, happy and 
likeable. They were simply a band of brothers and as people 
looked upon them and saw how friendly, happy and loving 
they were they too wanted such fellowship. Such people did 
not have to have much organization and were not forgetful to 
get together for they enjoyed what happened when they met. 

As we move on to another station we see the courage of the 
early ones in Acts three and four. They were bold to speak the 
precious word for they enjoyed its beautiful promises. They 
were not afraid to hold up the Christ among the wicked rulers. 
When they were commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus 
they continued to tell the story of love. When others saw such 
great boldness they marveled. Here the barriers began to break 
down. As we walked into one room of the exhibits in San An
tonio, we saw how our forefathers faced the swelling rivers, 
the lofty, rugged mountains, the burning deserts, the fierce 
foes, the dreaded diseases, the loneliness and the hardships 
but we also saw how these baiTiers began to crumble under
neath their grit and courage. Just so, in New Testament his-
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tory, we see the barriers as they crumbled: The one that 
stood between the Jew ·and the Gentile, the one that stood be
tween men and women, the one that stood between master 
and slave and between the Greek and the non-Greek and the 
ignorant and the wise. Paul wrote, "Ye are all sons of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ, for all of you who were united with 
Christ in baptism have been clothed with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26-28). Again, "But 
now in Christ Jesus you who were far away have been brought 
near through th~ blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who 
has made the two, one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility" (Eph. 2 :11-14). 

One of the great scenes to remember is that which happened 
in the house of Cornelius. Here is where the walls began to 
break and crumble and the Gentile world and the Jewish world 
realized, for the first time, that God's secret was unfolding 
before their eyes. Here God's mystery comes to light as Paul 
later wrote about. "Surely you have heard about the adminis
tration of God's grace that was given to me for you, that is, 
the mystery made known to be by revelation, as I have already 
written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to under
stand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not 
made known to men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. This 
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are to be heirs 
together with Israel, members together of one body, and 
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus" !(Eph. 3:2-6). 

Up until the time when Peter preached to Cornelius he 
thought, along with other Jews, that they were the only chosen 
people. The vision told Peter that he was quite wrong to call 
any creature unclean. Immediately the new discovery was put 
to the test when men from Cornelius appeared at his gate. He 
was willing to go to the Gentiles and preach the gospel of Christ 
and when he saw what God did in sending the Spirit he said in a 
later report at Jerusalem, ""Then to the Gentiles God has also 
granted repentance" (Acts 11:18). We learn from this story 
that God wants people of every race and class to come into 
his kingdom. 

From the record we see that his people are like soldiers in 
that they are obedient and will follow the commander's word. 
His people, as we look upon them, are like soldiers in that 
they have great courage and endurance and are willing like 
their captain to sacrifice for others. 

When we look into ·another room we see his people, the new 
creatures, as pilgrims. The definition of a pilgrim is, "man on 
the way." God's new man is one who is not settled in this 
world to stay. They all believed they were on a mission here 
and would soon be going to be with Jesus. Someone said, "A 
Christian is a man who travels light." God's people are like 
pilgrims in that they always -stick to the road and do not 
wander around in the dark but they always follow the Light of 
the world. 

Today, God's new creatures walk this earth. He called them 
picked them out and will always be with them even unto th~ 
end of the world. We have looked into the review rooms of 
the New Testament and have seen them as obedient, loving, 
praying people. We see them full of courage, gratitude and 
peace. We want to be like them, love as they loved, rejoice as 
they rejoiced, work as they worked, live as they lived and die 
as they died-in love with Jesus. Here is our work of RES
TORATION which must not be overlooked. 
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GLEN ELLIOTT 

Atherosclerosis, a condition affecting the arteries, can lead 
to serious health problems if left untreated. This condition 
arises when cholesterol lines the walls of the arteries and 
progressively narrows the channel through which blood travels 
from the heart. This condition, commonly known as "Harden
ing of the Arteries," can be controlled through diet and 
exercise. 

There is a spiritual condition related to this physical ailment. 
Hardness of heart is as dangerous as hardening of the arteries 
in that it always restricts the flow of communication between 
a man and -his God and gradually severs that life-giving rela
tionship. As the wi,se writer Solomon said," ... he who hardens 
his heart will fall into calamity." This being the case, how 
careful ought we to be in recognizing its presence and elim
inating this dread disease from our lives! 

A problem often accompanying hardness of heart is the 
mistaken idea that it only occurs in the lives of those who 
are clearly enemies of God. The apostle Paul warns, "Therefore 
let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall." 

Of all the men who walked upon the face of the earth, 
Pharaoh most typified Satan. Is it any wonder why people 
most often think of Pharaoh when thinking of one who was 
hard of heart? Some are puzzled when they learn that God 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh during the plagues brought 
against ancient Egypt. However, it must be noted that 
Pharaoh first hardened his own heart and became rebellious 
to the will of God. In the same way that God gave the de
praved mind over to the lusts of their heart, so also he allowed 
the stubborn will of Pharaoh to persist unto his own de
struction. 

This is not the only example of God working on the hearts of 
his enemies to bring about their self-imposed destruction. 
It is duly noted concerning Israel's conquest of the land of 
Canaan that God hardened the hearts of those idolatrous 
people so that they would meet Isreal in battle and be utterly 
destroyed. When God hardens the heart, he does not take away 
the privilege to choose between right and wrong; but merely 
uses the decision already made to bring about his righteous 
purpose. Still another related example may be found in Second 
Thessalonians chapter two. Verse eleven mentions God having 
a part in sending a deluding influence upon man. What seems 
to some to be a violation of man's free moral agency, is in 
reality an action of God's justice brought about upon those 
who have already chosen for themselves a path contrary to 
God's revealed truth. When man stiffens his neck against all 
that is holy, he can be assured of meeting God's wrath. One 
who hardens his heart is like a piece of pottery: once it is set, 
little can be done to alter its shape and design. If found un-

acceptable and unchangeable, it is surely crushed into powder 
and discarded as refuse. 

Hardness of heart is not restricted to the enemies of God. 
On occasion, each of us have a tendency to display stubbornness 
to the will of God. Many times such hardness is displayed 
through murmurs and complaints issued against the way God 
bas arranged our life. When we exhibit unrelenting discontent 
concerning our physical lot in life, we are really showing hard
ness of heart by failing to trust God. The life totally sur
rendered to God will take the form God chooses to give it: 
Christ. But when we stiffen our necks and complain, we are 
much like the Israelites who hardened their hearts against God 
in the wilderness. 

While some harden their hearts against the physical circum
stances of life, others become hardened in relationship to the 
word of God. It is commendable to be well-groomed in the 
faith, but stubbornness must not be mistaken for soundness. 
When truth comes first, change is inevitable in the lives of 
those who are seeking God's way. Jesus was often grieved 
because of the hardness of heart existing among the religious 
leaders of his day. They were sound in their own minds, but 
hardened to the teachings of God. We must always take care 
to be open-minded and yielding to the will of God. 

Stiii another form of hardness is displayed by failure to 
trust God. Even after Jesus had miraculously fed five thousand, 
his disciples worried when food became scarce. Jesus, shocked 
by the smallness of their faith, rebuked them for their hard
ness of heart. On another occasion, Jesus reproached his disci
ples for their unbelief and hardness of heart in not believing 
those who had reported his resurrection. Failure to trust in the 
promises of God restricts our usefulness as God's children 
and hardens us against the way of God. As we accept that 
we are his children and his workmanship, we become pliable 
to his purposes and recipients of his promises. 

Hardening of the arteries is dangerous when treatment is 
withheld. Ignoring the problem only worsens its effect. Fatal 
blood clots and heart attacks may result when the advice 
of the physician is left unheeded. Similarly, hardness of the 
heart is a disease of progression. The longer we look the other 
way, the harder we become. As the Holy Spirit says, "Today 
if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. . .. " 

Only through proper diet and exercise can we hope to 
avoid the hazards of this spiritual disease. Jesus calls us to 
compassion, faith, and servitude. Through these we offer our 
lives to God as sacrifices acceptable through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

Box 64, Eudora, Kansas 66025 
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Uriah the Hittite 

The 11th chapter of 2 Samuel tells of 
David's victory over the children of Am
mon and then recounted how David was 
overcome with lust and committed adultery 
with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite. David seemed well-able to con
tend with the enemies of Israel but he was 
not nearly as successful in dealing with 
himself. 

The mention of Uriah the Hittite arouses 
the curiosity of the serious Bible student 
and leads one to make an attempt to find 
out who the Hittites were. For many 
years, critics of the Bible had a veritable 
field day receiving much satisfaction as 
they challenged Bible believers to pro
duce some proof of the actual existence 
of this nation. 

For a long time, there was no proof 
outside the Bible that there ever was 
such a people. This led many unbelievers 
to deny categorically that the Hittites were 
a real historical entity. This caused them 
to make various assertions about the Bi
ble being nothing more than a collection 
of fairy tales and that its historical state
ments could not be trusted. 

The Bible contains a number of refer
ences to the Hittite people. The first is 
found in Genesis 15 where they are men
tioned among the inhabitants of the prom
ised land. Abraham bought t he cave of 
Machpelah from Ephron the Hittite. Gen. 
23:3-18. When the spies examined Canaan, 
they found "the Hittites, and the Jehu
sites, and the Amorites" dwelling "in the 
mountains." Numbers 13:29. When the 
Hebrew people were in the process of 
settling in Canaan, the Hittites were 
among the national groups living in the 
land. 

But who were these people? Sabatino 
Moscati , in his book, The Face of the An
cient Orient, traces the origin of this 
nation back into the third millennium 
B.C. It seems that, as a distinct people, 
the Hittites originated when an Indo
European element was superimposed on 
the native people of Anatolla. They evi
dently came from a great migration of 
people out of Europe into this area and 
which reached as far as India. They found 
a people called the "Ratti" already living 
there and they just took over the name. 

Archaeological research has shown that 
they began to assert themselves around 
1500 B.C. and r emained a powerful people 
in the Near East at least until 1200 B.C. 
Even after their power waned, they re
mained a distinct national group for sev
eral centuries thereafter. It was in Asia 
Minor that they built their great civili-
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zation which was known as the "land of 
Anatolla." 

In 1902 a Norwegian scholar by the 
name of J. A. Knudtzon showed by his 
studies that the inscriptions found on 
rocks and tablets all over the part of the 
world now known as Turkey were similar 
to Indo-European languages. 

In 1915 Friedrich Hrozny gave a lec
ture to the Near Eastern Society of 
Berlin in which he revealed to the world 
his great work in deciphering the Hittite 
language. There came to light the existence 
of a people that had been completely for
gotten and opened up great areas of 
knowledge that had been hid from the 
world. In addition, in a very wonderful 
way, the Bible has been shown to be com
pletely accurate in all its statements. 

Uriah, a soldier in the army of David, 
belonged to the Hittite nation, and stands 
out in the Bible as a very interesting indi
vidual. His life exhibited a number of 
wonderful qualities which need to be found 
in the lives of Christians. 

A Mighty Man 
First, it is interesting to note in 2 

Samuel 23 a list of 37 men who are called, 
"the mighty men whom David had," and 
t hat Uriah was among that number. 2 
Samuel 23:39. It is rather significant, 
isn't it, that among the men who were 
the leaders in David's government and 
army, that a foreigner, a Hittite, is listed 
among them? 

A Faithful Husband 
In the second place, from what is said 

in the Biblical text, there is every reason 
to believe that Uriah was a faithful hus
band. Bathsheba was his wife, and even 
though he was caught up in the turmoil 
of war with its bad effects on the morals 
of a people, it seems that Uriah had re
mained faithful to her. 

When a man and a woman marry God 
intends them to face the rigors of life 
together. Difficult world situations, finan
cial reverses, family feuds, personality 
clashes, or general boredom with one's 
situation do not constitute legitimate ex
cuses for marital infidelity. 

Perhaps Uriah could have reasoned 
that the troublesome times and the un
certainty of tomorrow gave him a license 
to be as immoral as he wished. But it 
didn't then and it doesn't today. Instead 
of letting down his guard, it seems that 
this noble character was faithful all the 
way. He steadfastly pursued the course 
that was honorable and stands as an ex
ample and an encouragement to us. Da
vid's unfaithfulness stands in stark con
trast to the faithfulness of Uriah. 

Man of Courage 
After David's sin with Bathsheba and 

she was found to be with child, David had 

to devise a plan to cover his wrongdoing. 
He sent a letter to Joab and told him to 
place Uriah in the "forefront of the hot
test battle." 2 Sam. 11:15. 

There is nothing in the inspired record 
to indicate that he protested or flinched 
when placed in this dangerous situation. 
He was in the front lines where the battle 
was hot and the danger great, but he 
seemed to take his place t here will ingly. 
Joab even placed Uriah where he would 
face the most valiant men in the army of 
the enemy. I t might have been that Uriah 
felt it an honor to be chosen to stand in 
the place where the greatest skill, cour
age, and steadfastness was needed. 

This story should cause us to pause 
and examine our own willingness to stand 
for the Lord. There is a great need for sol
dier s in the Lord's army today to stand 
willingly on the front lines and faith
fully fight fo1· the greatest of all causes. 
It is unthinkable and inexcusable for God's 
people to retire behind the lines and for
get all about the battle. 

May we go AWOL? May we rest in our 
house by the side of the road and let the 
world go on in s in and error? Regardless 
of what attitude or action we take, the 
battle against false doctrines, false phi
losophies, and false moral suystems is being 
waged all around. Uriah was willing to 
stand on the front lines where the battle 
was hot and the danger great. What 
about those of us in the Lord's church 
today? 

Identified With God's Cause 
Fourth, Uriah completely identified him

self with Israel's cause which is the same 
as saying that he identified with God's 
cause. David called Uriah in from the war 
and told him to go home a nd spend some 
time with his wife. Uriah did not do as 
the king commanded and David called 
him to account for his failure to obey. His 
answer to David was, "The ark, and Israel, 
and Judah, abide in booths; and my Lord 
Joab, and the servants of my Lord, are 
encamped in the open field; shall I then 
go into my house, to eat and drink, and 
to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and 
as thy soul livest, I will not do this th ing. 

We who have the honor of being called 
the people of God, can we say that we 
have so identified with the Lord's cause 
as to place ourselves and our pleasures 
last? Have we so identified with the 
Lord's cause that we consider duty, faith
fulness, and service to be firsi; and fore
most in our lives? Uriah thought first of 
his duties as a soldier and our first 
thoughts should be of the Lord and his 
church. 

1465 Cleckley Blvd., Orangeburg, S.C. 
29115 
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Instrumental Music: The Real Issue lnvolv d (1) 
RUBE L S HELLY 

If the hypothetical "man on the street" were asked "Wl1at 
do you know about the churches of Christ" he would likely (if 
he knew anything about us at all) answer something to this 
effect: "Oh, they're t he ones who believe that you have to 
be baptized to be saved and that it's wrong to usc a piano or 
organ in worship." Even the Roman Catholics have taken 
note of our attitude toward the use of mechanical instruments 
of music in worship and have done a better-than-average job 
of explaining it. 

"Their favorite motto, coined by an early 19th-century 
preachet·-'Whcre the scriptures speak, we speak; where 
the scriptures are s ilent, we are silent'-has led them into 
polemical battle against all other Christians, Protestant 
and Catholic. For example, the use of 'mechanical music' 
in worship has been denounced as evidence of apostasy for 
more than a century. Obviously the scr iptures do not speak 
of pianos and pipe organs."-The Churches of Christ, Wil
liam Whalen. 

Neighbors who visit our services for the first time are fre
quently curious enough about the absence of musical instru
ments to ask about it. "Do you people just not like music?" 
"Can't you afford to buy an organ for your church?" Surely 
there are some who believe that members of the churches of 
Christ are just a bunch of cranky folks who like to be 
different f rom everybody else. 

The Need for Intelligent Conviction 

A much more alarming fact than misunderstand ing by those 
ou tside the body of Christ is a growing tendency among those 
who are members of Christ's church to discount the impor
tance of this issue. 

A few elders and preachers have gone on r ecord to advocate 
that we should extend fellowship to the so-called "instrumental 
churches of Christ" or Conservative Christian Churches. They 
have indicated that they do not feel instrumental music to be a 
clear violation of the will of God but merely a matter of 
opinion. Numerous members of the church (especially young 
adult and teenagers) have admitted to me that they really do not 
understand why we oppose the use of instruments in worship 
services. 

It seems evidP.,t t hat we have allowed ourselves to lose sight 
of the 1·eal isst.. involved in the controversy over instrumental 
music. Thus, in some places and with certain brethren, it may 
well be that the lack of the presence of a piano in worship 
is not so much due to conviction as tradition. Wherevct· th is is 
the case, it would be an easy thing for a false teacher to lead 
such people in to accepting not only a piano but also any 
number of other unauthorized doctrines and practices. 

It is a very serious and tragic thing to consider the possibility 
that some Christians do not know why they subscribe to t he 
religious practices in which they participate. They may tell 

their acquaintances "We believe such and such ab 11t bap
tism" or "We believe this about the worship of the C\turch" 
and be totally unable to justify their "beliefs" ( ?) when ues
tioned. They refer the questioner to the preacher! I s this ot 
a type of creedalism? I s it not an admission that these peo~ 
have made an uncritical commitment to doctrines they do not 
understand? If so, how does the "faith" ( ?) of these people 
differ from that of a Roman Catholic or other creedalist? 

Christianity is the religion of truth, certainty, and hllowl
edge. If we are to be the people of the Lord, we must know 
not only what we believe but why 1ue believe it. We cannot 
foster and promote biblical illiter acy among our brethren. We 
must not be content to preach sermons that are content less 
pep talks. Vte dare not answer serious Bible questions with 
shoddy cliches or flippant evasions. We must be able to give 
serious and fully adequate attention to spirit ual matters which 
are vi tal to maintaining and perpetuating the purity of the 
doctrine and life of the church. 

No topic more clearly demonstrates the need for intelligent 
conviction than the instrumental music controversy. Is our 
opposition to such music merely traditional or is it scriptural? 
Is " tricky logic" or "specious exegesis" the best that can be 
offered in opposition to instrumental music in worship? Is it the 
case that regarding instrumental music in worship as a test 
of fellowship among baptized believers is, as one writer 
called it, "pointless, tidiculous, tt·agic, ironic, and very, very 
stupid"? 

What is the Real Issue? 

The real issue involved in this controversy is the autho1·ity 
of the Bible, and the authority of the Bible is at the very 
heart of man's relationship with God. It is not so much 
the presence or absence of an organ in a church building as 
it is the attitude toward d ivine authority which such presence 
or absence reflects. When one comes to appreciate t his 
fact, he will never again say that the difference between us 
and the Conservative Christian Church is "not r eally that 
great." 

Upon e.xamination one discovers that the position of the 
Conservative Christian Church is not really so "conservative" 
at all. In a nutshell, these people believe t hat where the word of 
God has specifically forbidden a th ing we must forego it; on 
the other hand, we are free to exercise our own judgment 
to admit anything not specifically forbidden in the New 
Testament. If the gospel is to be preached fatihfully, such a 
position must be opposed as being totally inadmissable. Let us 
look at the biblical data. 

It is a foundation principle of the New Testament that all 
things believed, taught ancl/ or 1n-acticed in the Clwistian 
1·eligion nmst have cliv ine authority. 

We will examine th is principle more closely next week. 

2206 Hillsboro Rd., Nashville, Tenn. 37212 
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The Real Truth About Baptism 
Baptism is a command of Jeftls (Matt. 
28:19-20). It is to be adminis1ered to be
lievers only (Mark 16:15-1fJ. It is for 
the remission of sins and }-t.'ings the gift 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 22:16, Acts 2: 
38). The action of baptirm is by immer
sion, for it represents t~e death, burial 
and resurrection in tle hfe of the new 
convert (Rom. 6:1-6j. Baptism is based 
on a confession of faith in Jesus Cht·ist 
as the Son of G,d (Acts 8:26-39). 

The beauty of the word is unmistakable 
when seen wit\' a proper Biblical emphasis. 
We have dehlted and defended the teach
ing of bapt1sm as necessary to a correct 
understan.ting of the gospel. In our de
fense, ve may be in danger of swinging 
to the opposite extreme, one equally un
tenal1e and unbiblical. 

!'1 our denial of the "faith only" doc
tnhe, we may tend to teach "salvation by 
.vorks alone." We deny that prayer can 
bring about an "instant healing," and are 
tempted to move to the opposite corner 
where our prayers may be withered and 
depressed-without power. We have de
fended so long that we may well be losing 
the initiative for truth, or at least a 
healthy balance in understanding the 
word. 

JACK EXUM 

Our "brotherhood" language tends to 
prove this general observation. We use 
the word elder (older) almost exclusively, 
to represent the highest office on the 
earth-"overseeing, pastoring, shepherd
ing." We speak of "church" as a "going 
to" or a "coming from," or a "sitting in" 
or one that has been recently "renovated." 
We even speak of the guy going to "sleep" 
in church. All such terms are unbiblical. 
At the same time, we would never use 
the term, "joining the church." 

In like manner, we have used the word 
baptism to represent great terms in the 
Word, such as "Redemption," "Salvation," 
or "Justification." Baptism is indeed a 
part of the gospel, yet it is only a part. 
Should such artificial emphasis be laid 
on any one part of the "good news of 
the resurrection ? " Will such an emphasis 
make the other parts of the gospel seem 
less important and the one emphasized 
ALL important? 

While all of the gospel is true and 
necessary, a proper balance must be found 
before any or all of it can be correctly 
understood. 

Death to Sin-an Absolute Necessity 
In John 12 :24, Jesus said, "Verily, 

(Continued on page 11) 

The Church in Wood County~ W.Va. CLIFTON INMAN 

One of the bright spots of the world 
as regards the Lord's church is Wood 
County, W. Va. Here the church has a 
history going back to the days of the 
Campbells, Stone, Scott, and other pio
neers. The oldest congregations are Rock
port (formerly Central), Wadesville, and 
Hopewell. 

I, a native Texan, came to West Virginia 
in 1940. At that time total membership 
in the church in Wood County was approx
imately 700, and the congregations were 
Central, Wadesville, South Side (now 
Camden Avenue), Lynn Street, Sunrise, 
34th Street (now 36th St.) in Vienna, and 
Williamstown. 

Today the following congregations are 
in the county with approximate member
ships listed: Leachtown, 80; Rockport, 60; 
Wadesville, 15; Hopewell, 100; Lubeck, 
150; Lost Pavement, 25; Camden A venue, 
800; Sunrise, 175; Lynn Street, 175; La
trobe, 60; North End, 230; Rosemar Road. 
30; 36th St., 240; Grand Central, 250; 
Waverly, 90; Marrtown Road, 60; Wind
ing Road, 20; Williamstown, 500. Total 
membership is approximately 3,050. Note 
that there is no claim for these figures 
except that they are approximate. 

Relations 
Two of these congregations (Winding 

Road and Man·town Road) are opposed 
to co-operative sponsored radio and tele
vision programs. Among the others, with 
one possible exception, there is an excel
lent spirit of cooperation. There is a local 
television program sponsored by churches 
in the area and participated in by preach
ers of the county and sun-ounding areas. 
Joint evangelism programs have also been 
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conducted, and a jointly sponsored area 
wide meeting is being planned for 1983. 

Influence 
Churches of the area exercise a strong 

influence on the whole community. Many 
teachers and executive personnel serve in 
the Wood County school system. the bank
ing, medical, dental, and general business 
area have representatives of the church 
among them. People from the churches 
here have moved throughout America so 
that elders, preachers, and other active 
members who became Christians here are 
found in almost every state in the union. 

Ohio Valley College 
In 1957 this writer was hired to head 

a campaign to raise funds to start a col
lege somewhere in this area. By Septem
ber of 1959 Parkersburg had been chosen 
as the city in which to locate the school, 
$318,000 had been raised in cash and 
pledges, 113 acres had been purchased 
for a campus site, and a president had 
agreed to come to work with us. The 
college was opened for classes in 1960 
with about 28 students. This year we en
rolled 273 students. The school is now a 
member of North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, and has 
operated the last several years in the 
black. 

Over 18% of the male graduates of the 
college are now preachers of the gospel. 
This year there is the largest number of 
Bible majors in the school's history. About 
ten former graduates have begun full
time work with congregations in West 
Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsylvania this 
year. 

The Son Is Sinking 
NICK TURNER, JR. 

Our 20th century American culture has 
been, for the most part, introduced to 
Christ and his word. If you are over thirty 
years of age, the chances are that you 
have had some sort of Christian influence 
from a mother, sister, cousin, grand
parent, girlfriend or church. It is this in
fluence that has produced the almost 
global view that, "the United Staes is a 
Christian nation." 

Following the second World War, Amer
ica came to the aid of almost every nation 
on earth by feeding and helping them to 
rebuild. She exercised one of the greatest 
principles there is: She came to the aid 
of her enemies. America is practically 
the only nation on earth which has had a 
free immigration system. America is built 
on a free spirited, hard working, and God
fearing heritage. She is in fact a Chris
tian nation, one nation under God. 

The reason this nation began, existed, 
and will continue to survive as the great
est nation ever known, is because of the 
influence of the Son. God said "righteous
ness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people". It is no accident that this 
nation has produced more medical miracles, 
technical and agricultural marvels than 
the world has ever known. America's en
lightenment is from the Son, and her prac
tice of Christian principles has produced 
a glorious culture. 

But with all the qualities of our home
land, with all our enlightenment, with all 
our progress and success; America has 
now produced a wicked and perverse gen
eration. Our people who have been influ
enced by the light, seem to be growing 
worse. They grope in darkness, trying to 
reclaim something they have lost. They 
love and leave. They lie and steal, hate 
and kill. They burn their minds with 
temporary bottle or pill of peace-they 
call it freedom. 

Being from Kentucky I saw the effects 
of the darkness in the coal mines. The 
mules used in the coal mines were kept 
in the mines so long that they became 
blind. The darkness blinds those who know 
not the light at all. As I see the Son 
sinking over our land and the darkened 
lives of people around me, I am afraid of 
the darkness which seems to be America's 
unavoidable destiny-a total blackout. We 
would not suffer nearly as much if we 
had a total energy blackout as we will 
from a spiritual blackout. 

There is a ray of hope, for I can see 
a gleam of light. There are those who 
refuse to blow out their light. They strive 
to purify both doctrine and life. They re
fuse to be influenced by man-centered, 
man-made theology. They refuse the phil
osophy of the darkness. If those few will 
continue to shine, they may keep our na
tion from becoming totally blind. If our 
lights go out after having been lit, how 
great is the darkness. Once there has been 
light-and then it is gone-how great is 
the darkness which is left. 
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Tips for Teacher~ 
LEONAJ~D MULLENS 

Bro. Charles Sattenfield shows us in 
this article how Jesus is the Master in 
reference to teaching; and how the Lord 
applied the principles to his work. Bro. 
Sattenfield works with the Davis Park 
Church of Christ in Modesto, California. 
-Leonard Mullens, P. 0. Box 3927, Cor
pus Christi, Tex. 78484. 

Jesus the T eacherl 
CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

Forty-five times in the Greek New 
Testament Jesus is called "Teacher." Two 
hundred forty-three times his followers 
are called "learner" or "disciple." 

I believe Jesus exemplified the follow
ing six principles of effective teaching: 

1. He Lived What He Taught. It's use
less to teach one thing and do another. 
"Do what I say, not what I do" was never 
part of his teaching approach. Jesus led 
an exemplary life. The Master Teacher 
was also the Master Practitioner (Acts 
1 :1). 

Some years ago, Columbia University 
spent over a quarter of a million dollars 
to prove that "modeling and example is 
the greatest tool for learning." One life 
is worth a thousand words, Wrong actions 
on the part of the teacher undo the 
teaching itself. One outstanding example 
is Jesus' teaching on forgiveness. After 
teaching Peter to forgive seventy times 
seven, Jesus forgave Peter for denying 
him. Jesus practiced what he taught. 

2. He Taught With Authority. After 
teaching his wonderful Sermon on the 
Mount the multitudes were amazed. He 
taught with great authority (Matthew 
7:28-29). 

Teachers of his day were constantly 
borrowing from fallible sources--one 
scribe quoting another. But Jesus was dif
ferent. He used the Scriptures. Many times 
he would say " ... it is written." Jesus 
knew what he was teaching and spoke 
with conviction. He dealt confidently with 
matters of great significance-life, death, 
sin, salvation, eternity, because he knew 
the Scriptures. 

3. He Understood And Loved The Peo
ple He Taught. Our Lord spoke as a lover 
of people-as one concerned for their 
personal welfare. With his unequaled love 
as a living example. He commanded his 
followers to "Love one another just as I 
have loved you." Jesus took time for the 
poor and the afflicted. He cared for in
dividuals. He met the needs of the people. 
He taught young and old. 

4. He taught With Simplicity. Jesus 
didn't use highly technical terms to im
press the learned. He spoke simply and 
directly to the heart. Common ordinary 
people-fishermen, farmers, shepherds, 
understood his message. 

Someone suggested that of all the re
corded words of Jesus 84.4% of them 
contain only one syllable. Another 14.2'fr 
contain two syllables. Only 1.4% contain 
three or more syllables. 

4. He used Different Methods of Teach
ing. While he always had a plan, no one 
could ever accuse him of "sameness." His 
creativity was unlimited. He would reveal 
his message in terms of the familiar
the wheat and the tares, a pearl of great 
price, fish, flowers, and fowls. He used 
different methods from-questions and an
swers, lectures, object lessons, experience, 
and storytelling. Never had any teacher 
taught like him before (John 7:45-46). He 
was a superb communicator. 

6. The Teachings of Jesus Brought Re
sults. He changed lives-not for the worse 
-always for the better. When people 
would believe and follow his instructions, 
life took on a new dimension. He took 
unlikely candidates taught them, helped 
them learn and then watched them change 
the world by teaching others. No one is 
beyond help! The living teachings of Jesus 
of Nazareth wi11 result in transformation 
of life, peace and satisfaction. His teach
ings still work! 

"I Can't Believe It" 
HUGH MINOR 

It's happened again. We had the vic
tory in our reach and Satan snatched it 
away from us. 

The period since World War II saw the 
church placing more families in the mis
sion field than ever before. It looked like 
we could see the way to preach Jesus to 
the lost of every nation-in every lan
guage. God was being glorified mightily 
and the death blow was being dealt to 
Satan. 

Not so now--we've surrendered to the 
prince of this world-succumbed to the 
terrible weapon he has wielded-the econ
omy. In place of praying-"God help us 
to maintain our families on the field, God 
send us more workers who want to gcr--
God please help us preach Jesus to lost 
men continents away"-we have instead 
notified mission families that due to finan
cial stresses we must bring them home. 
On top of that we have discouraged 
"would-be" mission families with a barrage 
of flimsy excuses-all adding up to money. 
Brethren, have we lost our faith in God
the giver of all things? Do you suppose 
God would give us an order to preach 
Jesus world-wide and then not help us 
with the means to send more to preach? 
Unbelievable-not if we believe in our 
Father. 

The number of mission families on the 
field has dwindled while our brotherhood 
has increased in number. Seldom do you 
read or hear of teams, like the Brazil 
teams, preparing to enter the field in 
numbers with the commitment to stay un
til the job is done. Even if they want to, 
families cannot stay-their support is 
not firmly committed. Brethren-what has 
happened to us? We don't act like God's 
people anymore. Where is the "If God is 
for us, who can be against us" attitude? 
Satan has put us on the defense, and he is 
keeping us there. 

It's disappointing isn't it? My heart 
has been broken over and over again the 

past few years because of "the economy," 
because of our unwillingness to launch out 
and claim the victory for Christ. 

Brethren-there is a solution! Help is 
as close as a prayer away. People of 
God-let's unite in prayer and pocket
book and turn the tide before millions 
pass from this life untold. 

Why can't we unite for once in our 
lifetime-let's try something together, so 
we can glorify God-and show we love 
him with all our heart, mind, soul and 
strength. Let's use prayer power to change 
things. Let's defeat Satan and turn things 
around! 

Do you suppose we, as a brotherhood, 
could set aside a day of prayer and pur
posing? Let's try June 29, 1980. People, 
ask your preacher, elders, and members 
to unite with you on June 29th to pray 
that we will preach Jesus to the lost of our 
world. Let me hear from you if your heart 
is touched to share on the 29th of June in a 
season of prayer for mission work. Let's 
ask God to help us send workers. 

Please-if this message has touched 
your heart-drop me a card or letter
and say-1'11 (We'll) be praying with you 
on June 29th. 

Yours because He died for us! 
----0,----

World Bible School Is a Great 
Teaching Opportunity 

JIMMIE l..OVELL 

The idea of a hen protecting her chicks 
or a bear her cubs came from the mind 
of God. His purpose is to protect his 
children, so much so he gave his only 
begotten Son for man's transgressions. 
We may not be required to die on a cross, 
but our mission in life is no less than 
that of Christ-seek and save the lost. 
This is the bottom line of Christianity. 

Not since the days of Paul has the gos
pel been preached to all of the living, but 
more positive efforts are r,ow being made 
from our pulpits, in person, with Bibles, 
on the screen, over the air, through the 
mail than ever before since New Testa
ment age. Let me explain to you two most 
successful areas. 

Together with International Bible Cor
respondence School in Toronto, Canada, 
we now have or have had 1,300,000 persons 
across the seas in Bible study under 
Christian teachers here in the US and 
Canada. Last year some 25,000 were bap
tized. Two widows in their late 70s in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma are teaching over 
5,000 of them. This presents a powerful 
tool for all of us in becoming a missionary 
and never leaving our home. Let me ex
plain the two areas of service: 

(1) If you want to become a teacher 
we will send you five students who read 
and write English who have requested 
the study. We have invested $100,000 
gathering these, but we give them to you. 
All of our study materials, New Testa
ments, Bibles are furnished to you at ex
actly our costs. No one in our work makes 
a penny. These five persons will be your 

(Continued on page 12) 
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!Jmprovinf} ConfJPefjafiona/ SinlJinlJ 
HOLL AND L . BORING, SR., E DITO R 

The song, HE HEARS ME WHEN l 
PRAY, is being ptinted for the first time. 
It is written by one of our stu
dents at t he FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH 1\IUSIC. He has been with us 
f rom almost the beginning of the school 
as student, counselor, and assistant teach-

er . He is a g raduate of Harding College, 
and is now Youth Minister for the Sun
set Church in Dallas, Tx. He will be with 
us again this year. Send in your applica
t ion to Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, Austin, 
Tex. 78767 and enclose $125 t uition. Board 
and Room for the school June 9-20. 

He Hears l\1e When I Pray 
Cecil Price , Owner. 

C.E.P . Cecil E . Price 

l. \'/hen - I •m be- set wi t h tri-als , My Lord is al - ways near , 
2 . \'/hen my path seems dark and drear-y , \'/hen my load is hard to bear , 
J . \•/hen - storms of life as- sail me , I - stand firm with-out fear . 

\'/hen temp-ta- tion prompts de-ni- als , My - Lord my prayer will hear . 
Je- s.us helps me when I ' m wear- y , He - takes on ev- ' ry care . 
I have fai t h in God the Fa- ther . He - all my prayers doth hear . 

-r-r 
He -lifts me when I · ve fall- en. He • s - with me day by day . 

He lifts me when I ' vefall- en He ' s with me day by day . 

me when I ' m call-in' Yes , He hears me when I pray . 
He hears me when I · m call- in • hears me when I pray . 
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APPRECIATE GOOD SINGING 

Holland L. Boring, Sr. 

The abili ty to r ead music, rather than 
just to listen to it, is not a natural 
capacity. This ability must be acquired 
by active and pleasurable effor t . Guidance 
becomes necessary if one is to appreciate 
good s inging. 

The Bible speaks of "such as were 
taught to sing praises". 2 Chron. 23:13. 
THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH l\IUSIC is filling an important 
place in teaching brethren to " s ing prais
es". The school is des igned to fill two 
main purposes: (1) to guide the beginner 
who would embark upon a journey into 
the complex land of church music. Care
fully thought-out courses are offered by 
the best teachers that we can find . We 
p ut forth every effort possible to see that 
each student acquires the knowledge and 
skm necessar y to achieve this goal. (2) 
We also help in inspiring those with thit 
foundation to further under stand and to 
live the finer points in th is most fascinat
ing art equipping them to be able to share 
the spiritua l contributions of acceptable 
authors. 

We are daily exposed to many Ieveli 
of music, a nd it is easy for one to get 
"hung up" on cer tain types of Rock or 
Jazz which are limi ted in rhythmic vati ety 
and have little to do with ser ious music. 
If not a hindrance, they are useless in 
developing a taste for better singing. In 
our schools we try to g ive our s tudents 
a variety of good songs along with the 
opportuni ty to participate. l\Iusic builds 
character, and t he right kind of music 
will build Christian character. 

We all need to become more sensitive 
to the aesthetic values of good singing . 
This is possible when we learn to hear 
acutely, distinguish various pitches and 
their combinations, r hythmic patterns, 
melodic ideas, and so on. To be able to 
r ead the score following the theme from 
voice to voice on the printed page is to 
have the eye confirm what the ear re
ceives. To the blind an appreciation o! 
the . printed page is not likely. We invite 
you to be a part of our school t his June 
9-20. Tune in, appr eciate good s inging, 
"sing and be happy." 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DffiECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, T n., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- MAY 20, 1980 



THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BAPTISM 
(Continued from page 8) 

verily, I say unto you, except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
a bideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit." J esus is speaking about 
"loving life and losing it" or " losing th is 
life to find life eternal. He spoke often 
of dy ing to sin, of surrendering self, and 
of yielding to the complete will of God. 
In Mark 8 :34, the emphasis on surrender 
continues, "Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny self (leave self behind), 
take up his cross and follow me. This 
death is not so much in r elation to the 
externals, such as houses or lands, s ilver 
or gold, but deals with the broken heart, 
the contrite spirit, the real alabaster box 
that is so difficult to crush. 

Water bapt ism WILL NOT HELP the 
person who yet lives with an unsurren
dered heart. 

Baptism is for the "dead"-not those 
who in tend to die someday, or who are in 
t he slow process of dying, but for those 
who "leave the SELF behind" and seek 
to follow Jesus. 

"What shall I say then? Shall we con
tinue in sin, that grace may abound? God 
forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein? (Rom. 6:1-2) . 
This is the preamble of the entire chapter. 
To give up t his foundational truth is to 
g ive up the truth about baptism. The 
death to sin is the basis of baptism (the 
burial), and the confirmation of a true 

resurrection. It is mockery to bury (bap
tize) one s till alive to his own selfish 
desires and lusts. Even a "corn of wheat" 
when planted will remain lifeless unless 
it die. 

So with the "old man" crucified (Verse 
6) and the new man "alive unto God," 
•(vs. 11) the very principle of sin is 
broken, the punishment of s in is no more, 
and t he Christian is given power over 
sin in his daily life. 

Every example of conversion in the 
New Testament includes baptism. Yet if 
we persist in using the word "baptism" 
(alone) for Bible terms such as salvat·ion, 
redemption, justification, we may con
t inue to look upon a religious world who 
misunderstands us and what we truly be
lieve and teach about baptism. 
P. 0. Box 482, Royston, Ga. 30662 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

f!'..._..._O_D_II_O--.o......n-.,~1~)._,.1~~-0-D-0~~.-..\. 

I CUSHIONS FOR . 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 581, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phono 817-645-9203 I 

I 
v.-.o-·-~~--~-~~- ~~ -~~-.._.._._.o_··-o~--~u-.-.·~ 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

iiloutbtasttrn Jilliblical 3lnstitutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write £. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458·7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

Walter Swain, 3951 Dallas Ave., San 
Diego, Ca. 92117 : I am now working with 
the Clairement church of Christ, in San 
Diego, as Personal Director. We would 
appreciate names of any in the San Diego 
area. This past Sunday we had a special 
Mission Emphasis drive conclude with a 
contribution of $10,291. This money will 
go to help mission works in India , Brazil, 
and the Car1;bean. In the past two months 
we have had eight baptisms here, one a 
result of our door knocking efforts. 

''There is so much pain in the 

world. Serious illness has touched 

the I ives of everyone in some way. 

It has affected my life, too. It is 

so comforting to know others face 

similar struggles, isn't it? Let's 

cope together. I'd I ike to hear 

from you:· 
Randy 6<-cion,director 

Texas 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 
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WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL IS A GREAT 
TEACHING OPPORTUNITY 

(Continued from page 9) 
"chicks," your "cubs," your children
you ar e a missionary for Christ. 

(2) Others in the church who may not 
want to be teachers can r ender as noble 
a service by addressing envelopes or postal 
cards to referrals-names of persons 
whom students have sent. These come by 
the thousands, but if we ever reach the 
4% billion persons in the world now 
living, it will depend much upon the chain 
process. We have printed a brief message 
t<> these r eferrals on an airmai l 21¢ postal 
card that can be placed in you r hands for 
25¢ which includes prinling and shipping 
in lots of 100 or more. We supply the 
names. All you do is address and drop 
in the mail box. 

Elders can give every member some 

part in doing what Christ commanded. 
It is an economical, sound and sure way 
of reaching the lost, done at any hour 
from our living room. 
Box 146, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

612 N. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 65224 

JUNE 5-7 INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER JUNE 5-7 
SPECIAL WOMEN'S SERIES-CLASSES EVERY HOUR 

Speakers Include: 
Norma Rogers Ol ivia Holt Phyllis Davis 
Joy McMillian Mildred Freeland Debbie Young 

or-Housing Call: (317) 244·3974 or 545·0103 

~id·jlmefica ElfallttPiislll 
vlorltshop 

CHEROKEE HOME FOR CHILDREN is currently 
expanding its services to families and children. In 
doing so we are announcing the following openings: 

Para professional couple interested in working 1n 

cottage unit with opportunity for advancement 1n 

areas of family services and child care. 

MSW-interest and experience in family counseling 
is desirable. 

Interested applicants call or write: 
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JACK GOBLE 
Cherokee Home for Children 

P.O. Box 295 
Cherokee, Texas 76832 

915/ 622-420 I 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For I nformation, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 
Jeffe r son ville, lntliana 

will ce lebrate the ir 
4 0th anniversary with a 

gospel m eeting May 23-25, 
featurin" B. C. Morton Jr., 

and a fellowship dinnet·. 

All forme•· m ember s are 
invited. S pecial homecoming 
service 2:30 p.m., Sunday, 
May 25. Please notify the 
church if you can attend. 

If lodg ing is n eeded contact 
Meigs Ave. Church of Christ 

19th and l\Ieigs Ave. 
Jeffersonville, lntliaua 4 7130 

(812) 283-7710 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or 1nore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3Yz to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounte d to yield 
l2o/o or more 

Compound I nterest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect ot· write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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Harding University 
Bible Workshops ~ 

August 4-7, 1980 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Workshops available include: The Christian Home, 
Biblical Studies, Singles, Christian Evidences, 

Church Growth, Christian Schools, Nursery, 
Pre-School, Primary, Junior, Youth Ministry, Adult, 

Education Directors and Supervisors. 

Through the 13 workshops conducted simultaneously, Christian leaders of all interests 
may avail themselves of the opportunity to share their knowledge and benefit from 

experiences of o thers in their field of interest. The workshops are designed to amass 
as many learning opportuni ties as possible into the three day period. Each part icipant 

will receive a minimum of 16 hours of intensive instruction from well qualif ied 
individual and group inst ructors. 

Every workshop will offer in-depth training. The exhibit area will provide opportunity 
to see and buy material to help in fu lfilling the great commission. A syllabus of 

material is presented at each workshop. A program for children of adults attending 
makes it possible for the entire family to attend. The fellowship of Christians in 

sharing, singing and praying will provide a great blessing. Plan now to be present. 

Speakers for the workshops 1nclude Ted Knight, Tom Warren. Mac Lynn, Ed Sanders, Hugh Groover, 

Marlin Connelly, L. V. Pfe1fer. Dav1d Roper, John McCoun , Landon Saunders, Joe Beam, Wayne Kilpatrick, 

Gary Beauchamp, Paul Brown, Batsell Barrell Baxter, C. W . Bradley, Ken Dye, Jack Exum, Bob McKelvain, 

Floyd Coppedge, Mike Ireland, Jack Thomas, Neale Pryor, Jim Woodroof, Avon Malone, Jimmy Allen, Bill Moody, 

Bill New, Dan Whitaker, Becky Tlloua Holbrook, Don Goodwin, Jim Cornu!!, Lynn McM1IIon, Craig Carson, Tom Eddins, 

Doug Allison, Rubel Shelly, J . D. Bales, Don Shackelford, Don England, Roy Smalling, Dav1d Caskey. Rudy James, 

Joe Shuben, Ray Fulenw1der. Fred Alexander, Floyd Dan1el, Jesse Long, Bobby Coker. Harold Bowie, 

Frank Mullican, Martm Greer, Harrell Austm, Ed Higginbotham, Clition L. Ganus Jr., Lcs Gleaves, Lois Whitaker, 

Glenda Ravanclh, Claudeue Jones, Sherry Organ, Theo Ka1l, PhylliS Alexander. Faye Doran, Ron Ingram, 

Beuy Dollar, Dav1d Wray, W1llora Oglesby, Counne Eubanks, Wilma Stevens, Evelyn Curtis, Pat Malone, 

Larry Colv1n, Beuy Alston, Oleta Lovell, Claudeue Alexander, Charloue M1ze. Dot Beck, Mary Lou Daughety, 

John Paul Blankenship, Leah Burks, Carolyn Puest , Mona Lee Garner, Charles Whltm~re, Belly Whitmire, Karen Barnhill, 

J1m Moss. Wally Wilkerson, Wayne Hinson, Byron Williamson and Jerry Harvill. 

More than 100 educational 

and church-related exhibits. 

For further information, housing 
information and a complete brochure, write 

Dr. J erry Jones. chairman , 
Harding University Bible Department, 

Box 939, Sea rcy , Arkansas 72143. 



ROBERTS NAMED PRESIDENT 
OF N.C.C. 

Larry Roberts , Vice President for De
velopment of Lubbock Christian College, 
has accepted the appointment of the Board 
of T rustees to serve as the fourth presi
dent of Northeastern Christian Junior Col
lege effective June 1. 

Roberts succeeds Elza Huffard who has 
been Northeastem's chief executive s ince 
1962. Huffard announced to t he Board 
in 1976 that he had set August, 1980, as 
a target date for his retirement. 

Roberts, 45, has been associated with 
Lubbock Christian College for the past 
two years. A native of El Paso, Tex., he 
holds a B.A. from Harding University 
and has done graduate stuy at the Har
ding Graduate School of Religion, Uni
versity of Houston and Delta State Uni
versity. 

Note to subscribers: P lease give your old 
address as well ns your new address when 
you move. 

FLOYD J. SPIVEY 

Floyd J. Spivey, 77, minister of the 
church in Lockett died Sunday, April 6, 
after having become ill during t he morn
ing worship service. 

Spivey was born July 4, 1902. He was 
a well known gospel preacher throughout 
the Southwest, having preached for 
churches in Wichita F alls, Fort Worth, 
Ranger and Vernon before moving to 
Lockett in 1968. He married E thel Sher
man in 1924, and she preceded him in 
death in 1968. Later he married Dorothy 
Wright who survives, along with a son, 
Dr. W. L. Spivey of Nocona. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
Vernon by Dan Owne, Bill Smith, Dick 
Biggs and Robert Brockman. Interment 
was at Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Cleon Lyles, P.O. Box 664, Morril ton, 
Arkansas 72110: Recently it has been my 
privilege to preach in meetings in Hunts
ville, Ala. (Mayfair) where Gary Bradley 
preaches, Dothan, Ala. where Ray Beason 
preaches, Bastrop, La. where John Wright 
preaches and at Seminole, Okla. where 
Idus England preaches. Also I enjoyed 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NORTH "A" AND TENNESSEE 

Midland, Texas 

will celebrate a 50 year anniversary 
homecoming on May 25, 1980. 

There will be two morning services, 
and an afternoon service. 

All former members are invited 
to return. Please notify us if at all 

possible if you think you can come. 

612 N. High School Rd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 65224 

JUNE 5-7 INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER JUNE 5-7 

SPECIAL YOUTH SERIES-CLASSES EVERY HOUR 
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John Waddey 
Bruce Mayo 
Rick Weber 

Speakers Include: 
Nick Young Boyd Williams 
Neil Parsons Paul Pape 
Neal Pryor Jack Evans 

or Heusing Call: (317) 244·39~ or 545·0103 

14id·jlmerica E11aq~elisrq 
Vlorluhop 

being with Freed-Hardeman College for 
four lectures and with the Southwest 
church in Oklahoma City for two lectures 
in their workshop for Christian Women. 
Lewis Hale will soon complete 24 years 
with this good church. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

JVrile or call /or in/ormatiot: 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535·1801 817 /429·1403 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

( 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531 -5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 20, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per Une, Designed especially to accommodate 

coagregaUons advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conFJl'esu
Uon• seeking preachers. Also other acceptable m.nUer. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver. Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
834-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LA.K.m\VOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

•55 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-10U 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JA.PAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90•. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvin!f St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nntion's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study. 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. for ~ransportat!on
directions ph. 528·0535. Worshap wath us-EnJOY a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2888. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A..REA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

J.ltleasanton, CDllfoi'Dia 84M6 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAW All Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Uhue, HI. 967S.S. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drot> 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detadls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 712'10. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Chureh of 
Christ. Co~e vlslt us. Phone '114-679-1010. 
YUMA., ARIZ., 0~1 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Montel'Jl'C7, ltl'exlcoa Ave. Fundlelones 109 

.. A, OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evana-ellsta 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate, 
Cnll COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate 'Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10, Box 3040, Nacog
doches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; 'Wed. 7:80 
P.M. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave .. 
v.s. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Robby Wade, Min. 4'16-40G6. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can proville his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-B-:A-:-YT=-=o':':W;";"":N:-;o,~T:;:E;:-X~. A~S:::--
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Mnin. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WANTED: Full time preacher. House furnished. 
San Benito, Texas. Contact Luther W. Archibald 
at 512-399-1732 after 5:00P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
Autos For Sale: The following vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50: cars $48.00: trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 
The Church of Christ in Malverne, L.T .. N.Y. is 
seeking an experienced preacher to begin working 
in July 1980. Home & pnrtial support offered. Con
taet.: R. Hafner, Church of Christ, 17 Oxford St., 
Malverne, N.Y. 11565. 
CARIBBEAN CHR.::I-::STM=~A-:::S~C::;;R::-:UI=s;;:;E;--;F;:;:O::=-;R;;---;:;S;;:IN;;
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205. (503) 226-3557. Ask t_or_B':""ru_ce-:7.-;-----
Preacher desiring full time work with a congrega
tion. Graduate of Sunset School of Preaching of 
1970. Prefer western United States. Contact I"red 
Burrows (209) 477-7187. 
WANTED: Former members of the Graham Street 
Church of Christ. Stephenville, Texas to write Box 
6, Stephenville, Texas 76401 for Centennial informa
tion planned fOT June 20, 21, 22, 1980. 
FOl" Sale: 20 each 12 ft. hardwood padded pews 
$100.00 each or trade for bus in good condition. 
Call (503) 664-4957 lll' write Valley Church of Chl'ist, 
P.O. Box 3601, Central Point, Ort>gon 97502. 
Pulpit minister wanted. Suburban, Detroit area, 
preacher's home finished. Starting Christian Ele
mentary School, Fall 1980. Bus ministry, active 
church program. Send resume to Taylor Center 
Church of Christ. 23333 Goddard Road, Taylor, 
Michigan 48180. (313) 287-6191. 
Wont to Buy, used books of the Brotherhood-Bob 
Jackson. Box 88-A, Kempner, Tex. 76539 or 512-
932-3333. 
Church pews, and pulpit. Very good to excellent 
condition. Blonde wood with padded maroon seats. 
Phone: (405) 321-0788. 
Small, growing church seeking donated or inexpen
sive pews. Need twenty, 14 foot pews for new build
ing, Strickland Grove Church of Christ, Rt. 2, Box 
143-Z, Georgetown, Texas 78626. 512-863-3955. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south . 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 7 5229 

----c-=o=NGREGATION WANTED 
Mature gospel preacher is seeking full time work 
with a congregation In Florida. Available to preach 
locally In the interim. Call Dick Grannell 1 (813) 
939-2895. 
Preacher needed for self supporting congrega~ion 
with avg. attendance of 90. Experience as full-t1me 
pulpit preacher and desire to do personal work 
essential. Send resume to Bob Crawford, Church of 
Christ 330 Dorset St., S. Burlington, VT. 05401 
(may 'call at 802-985-2391. evenings). 
BUS NEEDED: Small mission church in Russell, 
Kansas is in urgent need of a "JOY BUS." We 
now have two buses running more than full nnd 
need a third. If you could help in this matter we 
would greatly apJlrecinte it and would be more than 
hapJlY to !lick Ull the bus and Jl8Y transfer costs. If 
you can help, contact: Church of Christ. Russell, 
Kansas 67665; Minister Chuck Stephens (913) 483-
2697. 

Rural Michigan congregation of 60, with support, 
seeking a preacher or elder who can preach. Age 
50+ with strong suit in leadership and organizing. 
Call Placido Santellan 616-834-7232 or Keith Price 
616-834-7975, or send resume to Lincoln St. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 126, Grant, Michigan 49327. 

LECTURESHIPS ON TAPE 
Cassette tapes are available of the widely acclaimed 
'7!1 and '80 FT. WORTH LECTURES delivered at 
the Brown Trail Church of Christ. Each tape of two 
lectures is $3.20. For oa·der form listings, write to 
David W. Echols, 432 Crestwood Terrace, Hurst 
Texas 76053. 
Bob Splawn Insurance Agency, 'Voodland Hills, CA. 
213-340-5237. Home. Life. Auto. Commercial. Spe
cializing in Church Building Insurance. Phone for 
a quote. 
Th<! Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 
Singing and worshipping in song weekend work
shops. Dalh,s/Ft. Worth and E. Texas areas. For 
more information contact Jim McCoy, 1918 Miller 
Dr •• Tyler, TX. 75701 or call 214-5!17-8283. 

Church of Christ in Carlsbad, Texns, congregation 
a1111roximately fifty members, is In great need of 
either a full time or part time minister. Please call 
elders (915) 465-4291 or 465-4687. 
Have Bible, experience nnd education. Will go 
preach, teach, nnd balltize. Write Jim Hardin, 134 
N. Lawn, Kansas City, Mo., 64123 or call 1-816-
483-9609. 
Preacher Needed: The Lord's Church at Rison, Ark. 
is looking for n sound, experienced, married preach
er with cm11hnsis on Jlersonnl work and leadership. 
Can fua·nish a new modern three bedroom home 
Jllus a good weekly salary for right man. If inter
ested contact Don Hockett, Box 526, Rison, Ark. 
71665 or 11hone (501) 325-6960. 
SMALL LIBRARY FOR SALE: Approximately 150 
books and 50 casl'ette tn11es. Send self-addressed 
Rtnmped enveiOJle for price and inventory list to: 
DRW, P.O. Box 53, Hanover, PA·., 17331. 
For sale: 1973 Ford lo' 700 School Bus, 66 nassenger, 
good condition. Cull J. J. Wnlker, 512-852-3281. 
Ayers Street Church of Cha·i11t, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
\Vanted: E."perienced evungelist for congregation of 
200 with excellent plans for the future. Send resume 
and 2 cassette tai>l'il lessons to Church of Christ, 
7314 Humboldt Ave. So .• MinneaJlOiill, Mn. 55444. 
Preacher 50 years old with a family of 5 seeking 
a church to work with. Sound ; conscientious; can 
supJ)ly a•eferences. Don Wike, 840 West Adams 
Street, lo'alfurrias, TX 78355 ( 512) 325-3208. 
Summer CamP-June 16th-20th, Kingsland. Total 
cost $35.00. Free brol'hure : Owen Cosgrove, Director, 
4410 West Illinois, Midland, Texus 79703. 915·694-
3614. 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL has O!Jtmings for teachers and 
school administrntoa·. Teacher positions lower grades 
through 7th. Administrator may teach pnrt time, 
poRsibility of semi-retired individual. Good \\'orkin~t 
conditions, ideal climate. Reply Don Ml·lver, Redland 
Christian Academy, 17700 S.W. 280th St., Home
stead, Fl 33030. 
Small determined congregation in a densely POilU• 
lated New England city looking for dedicated man 
with preaching, teaching, and spnrkplug capabili
ties. Some experience necessary. House provided and 
some sunport. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 Mont
gomery St., Chicopee, Ma. 01020. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FouDdaUon 
tries to screen advertising, and will not 
knowingly take questionable advertising, 
But It Is the render's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly ran an unworthy nd. 
All the old sn7IDg goes, before you Invest. 
lnvesthrnte! 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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CENTRAL TEXAS EVANGELISTIC FORUM 

JUNE 5, 6, & 7, 1980 

ROCKDALE, TEXAS 
Motivation and Instruction in Soul-Saving for Christians of All Ages! 

a Speakers Include: 

• 

('. ·/ j . . of?cm<J.I u}]~,·i tt !J 
(:;:I HI '- <.H t t'C (U ' 

Nat Cooper 
Willie Franklin 

Jerry Jones 
Joe Malone 

Jack Paul 
Richard Rogers 

Ben Jones 

Thomas Mcintire 

Tyrone Mynhier 

Terry Northcutt 

johnnie Dardar 

Ernie Moore 

Glenda Northcutt 

Clay Kelly 

Charles Goodnight 

Dave Wilson 

9 
<I re 11t.\· 

To be held in Rockdale, le'<as, at the High School and where the Saints regularly meet. 
Comments, Questions, Support, or Information Requests should be mailed to the 

Murray Street Church of Christ 
1301 Murray Street 

P. 0. Box 227 
Rockdale, Texas 76567 

Financially and Spiritually Supported by Centra l Texas Congregations (Additional Support will be 
gratefully accepted.) 

Under the oversight of the Elders of the lord's Church in Rockdale, Texas 
For Immediate Housing or Information, call: (512) 446-2179, 446-3856, 446-2061, 922-4598, or 

(713) 567-3955 
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HELEN PEPPERDINE, wife of the Founder of Pepperdine University, greets 
Mrs. R. N. Hogan who, along with her husband, was singled out for honors 
at Pepperdine's Lect ureship. Brother Hogan has preached tho gospel for 
64 years, 40 of them for tho Figueroa congregation in Los Angeles. 
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The U. S. Mission Field 

Why have we for so long felt that "mission fields'' 
were outside our national boundaries? What have geo
graphical boundar ies to do with "mission work?" Every 
Christian, when . he leaves the "sanctuary" steps im
mediately onto ~he mission field. 

We would like to see a full blown seminar in which 
concerned Christians would brainstorm for several days 
the idea of focusing on the unreached millions in the 
United States, and possibly methods of reaching them 
in numbers far beyond anything we have ever dreamed 
of before. 

Of the 220,000,000 people in the United States today, 
.80,000,000 of them do not profess to have any link 
whatever with any church. Only about half of those who 
do claim some connection profess any active participa
tion. We would class t hem as "unchurched." So, here in 
the U. S. there are about 146,00,000 souls who speak our 
language and who compr ise our very own neighbor
hoods, who have li ttle or no connection with any church. 
That is four out of every f ive homes in America. 

Each local congregation is right in the middle of a 
vast mission field. It is t rue that pride, prejudice and 
selfishness may make some people deeply resentful of 
any effort to evangelize them, yet any number of sur
veys and polls indicate that multitudes are more recep
t ive now than they have been in decades. America may 
be becoming a "soft spot" in world evangelism. 

It is time for every local church to assess its respon
sibility toward those of our own neighbors who will 
hear. 

And it is time for local church leaders to encourage 
by example the timid and uncertain among us, who are 
afraid to try because they fear rebuff. When love for 
t he lost replaces our fear of rebuff we have lost our 
selfishness and great things can happen. We must en
courage timid souls to muster the courage to talk about 
salvation. We need to be more sensit ive than we are to 
those who are famished for the bread of life. Oh, the 
bridges that could be built if we would but try. 

We would challenge the church to develop a complete
ly new and original strategy for evangelizing the 
masses. What we are doing is totally inadequate. We 
need liaison with the media on a scale never yet dreamed 
of. We need to reach beyond local efforts that affect at 
best a very small porti on of the limited local commu
nity, and reach on a vast scale the 220,000,000 people 
in this land. In doing it on our own home grounds we 
just might develop a strategy that would work in India, 
or China, or even Russia. If we would marshal the forces 
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of the millions of us there are at this moment in the 
United States there is no doubt at all that we could 
profoundly influence the thinking of the whole nation 
and reverse the moral and spiritual tone of it. Even if 
we tried it and failed, that would beat t he complaining 
we are now doing about the world going to pot. And the 
effort would leave us feeling cleaner than we feel when 
we spend our efforts cooking each other's goose. 

We have had some contact with the missionary 
thrust of the Manhattan (New York) church and its 
work through what it calls "International Missions" 
operating in the World Trade Center in the heart of 
the city. Since 1972 this effort has reached many lead
ers from many nations, and has sent them home to 
share their new found happiness with their own people. 
It appeals to us because it is a unique and innovative 
effort-not just another "gospel meeting." 

What is being done in Manhattan, and aimed at the 
international community, ·could be done in every trade 
center in the nation and directed toward the king
makers who frequent those places. Let's get out of our 
church buildings and out where the people are. 

We are just beginning to finger the fringes of what 
can be done on the great university campuses of the 
land. Our successes have been sufficient to let us know 
that a good work can be done. If we do not criticize 
these campus ministries to death they may be a great 
source of powerful influence. It is certainly not to our 
credit that we brag about having destroyed one such 
effort. Neither is it to our credit that we hinder, limit 
and endanger every succeeding one that emerges. They 
are at least reaching someone who is not "us," and this 
is more than can be said of most of their critics. At 
least they are an effort in an area where a very few 
short years ago we had absolutely nothing. 

There are signs that the U. S . is emerging out of 
the chaos and emptiness of the 60's and 70's. If no na
tional calamities occur, it may be possible that the 80's 
will be the decade of all time for Americans. It ought 
to be the decade of all time for the church. The soul that 
is so evident will find satisfaction somewhere. Why 
can't the church think big enough and plan big enough 
to be a real force in directing the nation's search for 
meaning? 
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Prejudice Against the Elderly 
NORMAN L. WARREN 

There seems to be something wrong 
when a congregation of the l,tord's people 
conduct Youth Seminars, hires; Youth Min
isters, plans Youth Outings, c!lnducts 
Youth Services etc. and seldom, 1f ever, 
attempts to do these things for the Older, 
or Senior Citizens. 

If a writer, or an editor, or just a 
serious minded Christian were to really 
tell it like it is, one would soon notice that 
there may be within the congregation a 
"prejudice" towards, or against, the el
derly. 

There are members of the Body of 
Christ above sixty years of age, who are 
in good health, vigorous and who can still 
accomplish goals that are set before them, 
but cannot work with responsibility, sim
ply because they are neither elder or dea
con. The growing concept within some 
churches that says a person should be 
"elected as an elder or a deacon" before 
he can serve as chairman or overseer of a 
good work is a dangerous line of thinking. 
Furthermore it's for the birds. 

When have you heard of a "Party for 
Old People?" When have we conducted a 
weekend seminar for the aged to know 
more about Christ? When have we spent 
time and money to have an older specialist 
come and tell us about some of the pit-falls 
of life? When? We certainly hear of·these 
things for the youth of the church. Isn't 
it possible for old people to lose their 
soul's salvation, the same as it is for 
youth? 

When one reaches the age of sixty or 
more, there may have been the loss of a 
son or a daughter; there may be the first 
divorce within the family; the loss of 
health; the loss of fortune, home and 
other earthly possessions or even the loss 
of a mate. How can a thirty, or thirty
five or even a forty year old deacon meet 
the needs of such a person? They certain
ly cannot say truthfully, "I know how 
you feel, and I understand." because they 
don't! 

Ageism is nothing more :than prejudice 
against the elderly. There are many types 
of prejudices, any one of which has three 
very ugly heads: . 

1, Discrimination, or the denial of the 
right to have, to own, to possess. 

2. Segregation, or the denial of the right 
to belong. 

3. Caricaturization, the denial of the 
right to be. 

There are conditions in our American 
society and policies within the Ameri
can government that ·are depriving older 
people of their right to a bountiful. Amer
ican life. Where has the good life for 
aged Americans, and especially those of 
the church gone? The discrimination of 
which I sp~ak is especially insidious be
cause there are no easily identifiable per
petrators standing in the class rooms, nor 
in the pulpits speaking out against the 
elderly. We do have in this country, man
datory retirement, which is steeped in 
the idolatry of youth, and cuts in half 

the income of most of the elderly citizens. 
Is there a workable plan within the 
framework of the congregation to sup
port this type of a person in time of 
need? Spiraling costs of health insurance, 
costs of food and clothing, and the expense 
of trying to stay warm in the winter, is 
shrinking the resources CYf all older Ameri
cans which include those of the churches 
of Christ. 

What is being said to an older person 
(living on a fixed 'income) about the rate 
of inflation ? We talk about the cost of 
young people buying homes, or getting 
married, or even having children. Obvious
ly a preference is being shown here, and 
one hears little or no dialogue in reference 
to coping with it. 

Should the Senior Citizen become 
"concerned" about the shrinking bank
roll whose interest no longer pays for 
the increase in the cost of living? How 
does this spiraling cost of living affect the 
spiritual condition of the Senior Citizen? 
Who has asked, or who has become in
volved in an effort to share? 

The second ugly head of this three
headed monster of ageism is segregation, 
a denial of the right to belong. 

When did one ever hear, "Don't forget 
Old People there will be a private devo
tional at Brother "Jones" home tonight, 
with refreshments afterwards?" This does 
not say it's wrong for the youth to get 
together, perhaps they should, it's just 
that we do not offer an equal opportunity 
to older ones to come and belong to any 
physical activity, recreation, or party with 
food, drinks and laughs about living life. 
The concepts of the church, as a whole, 
are the concepts of our nation. 

How can an older person in the church 
cope with the philosophy of living in the 
Pepsi generation? Almost every advertise
ment seen or heard today, is of a youth 
oriented nature. Talk about perspiring and 
deodorants, about relief and ROLAIDS! 
Old people have the same needs of any
one younger. It seems that our older 
generation is on the shelf, while ·our 
younger generation spends billions on 
cosmetics to preserve the appearance of 
youth. 

The old rocking chair, and the wistful 
perusal of the leisure magazines are but 
a part of the ultimate condescension of 
an unspoken church edict: "Get out of the 
way, now, and let us admire from a dis
tance, your gray head and your wisdom.' 

Older people can get relief, not from 
Rolaids or Alka-Seltzer, but from a loving, 
caring, respectful younger generation of 
Christians. 

"And he asked them of their welfare, 
and said, 'Is your Father well, The old 
man of whom ye spake? Is he alive?" 

"And King Rehoboam consulted with the 
OLD men, that stood before Solomon 
his father while he yet lived, and said, 
'How do ye advise that I may answer 
this people?" 

Joseph, in Genesis 43:27 had but one 
continuing care, one burni.ng desi.re, and 
that was to know about the welfare of the 
Old man, his father. But some of our 
sons and daughters could not care less. 
Rehoboam asked an important question 
of the Old men, of his day, and being 
young, failed to heed their suggestion. 
Often times, elders, and especially dea
cons are younger than ·many or most of 
our senior citizens, and never seek their 
suggestions or advice. I've never heard 
of an "eldership" asking that old people 
assemble for the express purpose of plan
ing a program for their benefit. Is it be
cause the OLD ones are wrinkled and 
smell of ointment, rather than of perfume? 
or, is it that old people really don't 
belong? 

One must admit that there are OLD 
FOOLS. Yet there are a few YOUNG 
fools hanging around. OLD people may 
or may not have wisdom, but what they 
do have is a world of experience, skills, 
and training. BUT! These are all lost in 
a spiritual-social atmosphere that says, 
one way or another, nobody CAN do it 
like the younger generation can. But the 
youth of our day will never experience 
anything that was not experienced by the 
old people. We loved deeply; we accepted 
responsibility; we grew to be dependable. 
We respected women, we learned to love 
God, and gave him of our means upon 
each Lord's day. Where do most wills, or 
contributions to colleges and churches 
come from? They come from the older 
generation, that's where. 

The third and perhaps the ugliest of 
all faces of ageism is that of caricaturi· 
zation, which is the denial of the right to 
be: to be unique, to be special, to be one
self. 

The elderly are conveniently cast at age 
65 into faceless stereotypes: senile, sex
less and silly. We have forgotten (those 
of us in the church) that each older per
son (that each of us at any age) is a 
unique p~rsc;m. I am a precious Iimi~d 
edition of one! God is not through With 
me at age 61. He is still using me in his 
vineyard, and he will use anyo~e if th~y 
will but let him. In past expenences, m 
a church business meeting regarding the 
care of an old woman who was alone and 
helpless, it was said, "She is old, let's let 
the Odd Fellows Lodge take care of her 
and then the church won't be burdened." 
I'm not sure, but believe that this could 
describe · the attitude of some of the 
younger generation in reference to their 
own parents, as well as senior citizens of 
the church. 

Yours truly recently saw a picture of 
a small broV:n-skinned boy, whose lips 
were dropped and a frown on his face. 
The caption underneath said, "I'm for 
real cause God don't make no junk." This 
could very well be said of any Christian, 
regardless of age. 

The quicksands of ageism did not de
velop over night. It is a fairly recent ar
rival on the scene of life. Its roots are 
imbedded in the social and political his
tory of our nation, and as such has grad-

·(Continued on page 11) 
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Why Atheism Makes Sense 
JOHN N. CLAYTON 

One of the most frequently asked ques
tions that I am given in lectureships con
cerns the question of whether or not there 
really is such a thing as an atheist. 
Somehow many people seem to believe 
that there is no such thing as a real athe
ist. We hear ca~hy sayings like "There's 
no atheists in foxholes" which tend to sug
gest that atheists are really hypocrites 
who, for various devious reasons, pretend 
to not believe in God-but really do. 

Having been an atheist for many years 
I know that such suggestions are not true. 
Many people are genuinely convinced rthat 
there is no God. There can be a lot of rea
sons for a person denying the existence of 
God and we would like to share some of 
them with you from our own memory and 
to some extent from recent experience. 

Before we start, we wish to point out 
that there are logical answers and rebut
tals, but what sounds good to a Christian 
as an answer may not sound good to one 
who has been deeply rooted in atheism. 
Hopefully, by getting you to think about 
some of these things, we'll be able to get 
you to deal a little more compassionately 
and intelligently with those who don't 
believe. 

Reason # 1: The lesson of history has 
been that religion has consistently op
posed science and human advancement. As 
we look back to Galileo Copernicus, Pas
teur and virtually every great scientist of 
the past we can see religionists opposing 
their ideas. The history books are filled 
with stories of scientists who were perse
cuted and sometimes killed because their 
ideas conflicted with the traditional reli
gious views of the day. Even today reli
gious opposition from a variety of posi
tions and view-points frequently work to 
stop scientific advancement. A huge per
centage of college educated atheists are 
atheists because they view religion today 
to be the same as it has been in the past
a stumbling block to human advancement. 

Response: The statements about reli
gion blocking science in the past is true. 
These were men following tradition, not 
the Bible. Even today, however, we have 
Christians who oppose science because of 
traditional beliefs or because of men's 
teachings. Within the past ten years, we 
have had people oppose going into space 
on religious grounds. The atheist certainly 
has valid complaint here. The only prob
lem with his argument is that he fails 
to realize where modern science started 
or that it cannot stand alone. Modern 
science began with the recognition that if 
the creation was created by God, it was 
created intelligently, with understandable 
order and design. If we believe that the 
creation is a product of blind chance, then 
it will be random and chaotic and incapa
ble of being understood. Science began 
when men realized that the creation and 
its design could be understood and studied. 

What we mean by "science can't stand 
alone" is that it cannot determine the uses 
to which its discoveries will be put. Eins-
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tein once said "Religion without science is 
lame, but science without religion is 
blind." Many times ·religious concern 
about the moral implications of a scien
tific discovery are construed as attempts 
to stop science when they are in fact an 
attempt to give science intelligent and 
productive direction. 

Advice: We who believe in God need to 
make sure that, if we oppose a scientific 
effort, our opposition is based on Chris
tian principles from the Bible and not 
tradition. We also need to be sure that we 
ourselves do not rely on pseudo-science 
and false science to back up our efforts to 
reach the skeptic. We must urge ourselves 
and others to think and examine, not ac
cept and follow. 

Reason # 2: Religion causes nothing but 
trouble, hostility., suffering and dissen
sion. History is full of religious wars; the 
crusades; the modern wars in Ireland, Le
banon, and Iran; and a myriad of other 
problems. Look at the internal problems 
of all religious groups-the hypocrisy the 
bickering and hostility. Who among us 
doesn't know of a preacher who ran off 
with someone's wife or some other promi
nent religious leader who was exposed 
as totally depraved and immoral. Look at 
the money raked in by glib fast talking 
con artists who build religious empires for 
their own pocket-exploiting the very 
people they pretend to help. In simple 
terms-religion doesn't work. 

Response: Who among those of us who 
wear the name "Christian" would want to 
deny these charges ? We can cry out that 
these are men's errors and not God's, but 
if it· doesn't work for us, how can the athe
ist rationaly believe it is going to work for 
him? 

Today the body of Christ is afflicted with 
a number of witch hunters whose only 
purpose in life seems to be to single out 
brethren to attack. Some bulletins contain 
nothing but articles attacking men and 
women who wear the name of Christ, and 
frequently these articles radiate anything 
but a Christian attitude. 

What the atheist is missing in this 
argument is that hypocrisy is not solely a 
function of religion. There has only been 
one person who ever lived who was totally 
free from hypocrisy, and he was the Son 
of God. Because one atheist was a mur
derer, can we legitimately say that all 
atheists are murderers? Every human 
falls short of what he should be. The most 
basic difference between atheism and 
Christianity is that Christianity recog
nizes that fact and functions in spite of it. 
Atheism reles on humanism which tries 
to deny the fact. 

Advice: Those of us who wear the name 
"Christian" need to do a better job of 
pointing people to Christ and to the Bible 
rather than to men and buildings. As long 
as we are "preacher oriented" and "build
ing bound" we will continue to reinforce 

the arguments of the atheists by men's 
mistakes. The "pastoral system" that per
meates our thinking must be replaced by 
the Son of God and his Word. 

Reason # 3: Christianity doesn't work. 
If there is a God, why doesn't he act 
when things get rough? Why does even 
the best Christian find himself afflicted 
with disease and loss and even death? 
Why do so many Christians have nervous 
breakdowns, broken marriages hostile 
children, alcohol and drug probl~ms, and 
all of the other bad things which are a 
part of the world today? One man recent
ly wrote to me "Christianity only works 
for those who would do o.k. without it." 

Response: This challenge gets to where· 
most of us as Christians live. Can our 
friends tell any difference between us as 
Christians and our neighbors who are 
not? There are two major problems, in 
this writer's opinion, which cause the 
problems the skeptic calls to our atten
tion. The first is that the air has been 
fouled in these areas by claims by some 
religionists which cannot be backed up 
and in fact are erroneous. There are those 
who wear the name Christian who convey 
to the world the idea that Christians have 
diplomatic immunity from all problems. 
Some seem to believe that no Christian 
who is really a Christian will ever be sick 
or die or fail. God never gave diplomatic 
immunity from problems to Christians. 
There are promises-but not of immunity. 

The second major problem is that athe
ists and many believers in God do not un
derstand what the advantages are that 
the Christian enjoys. When the word of 
God says things like "Seek and ye shall 
find, ask and it shall be given to you," 
and similar statements, it is not speaking 
of physical and material things. God has 
not promised the Christian wealth, health, 
or freedom from problems. What he has 
promised is that those things we do to 
serve him and those prayers we pray to
ward the doing of his will will be success
ful. There is no greater joy, greater ful
fillment, greater satisfaction, or greater 
thrill than to see God work through you 
to accomplish something you could not 
possibly do alone. 

The difference between an atheist and a 
Christian in dealing with infidelity in a 
mate is that the Christian can rebuild that 
marriage. The difference between the two 
in dealing with an alcohol or other drug 
problem is that the Christian can whip it. 
In dealing with death or tragedy the 
Christian can cope and go on and continue 
to have a fulfilling life. In dealing with 
failure, the Christian can be secure and 
confident and realize that when men fail 
it doesn't affect our eternal destiny-even 
if we are the ones who fail. 

Advice: It is vital that we convey to the 
world around us that when Christ lives in 
us and when we are spirit-filled people we 
are not walking around two feet off the 
ground behaving as mystics. We need to 
testify to the world around us that we are 
changed. We as Christians need to let the 
world know how much of a change God 
has made in our lives, and how much bet
ter we are doing now than we used to do. 
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The Judgment in Jesus' Parables 
ELMER PROUT 

"An earthly story with a heavenly meaning"-that phrase has 
often set the lone for our study of J esus' parables. As a resull, 
wo have seen them as gentle pictures from a sunny, quiet life: 
flowers on a bright hillside, birds f litting in a care-free ex
istence, a housewife watching the bread rise, a shepherd cele
brating his successful search, the happy surprise of finding a 
priceless pearl. ... Lovely stories which turn our hearts to the 
"Sabbath rest by Galilee" and "the calm of hills above." 

It is true, of course, that that is one part of the setting of the 
New Testament parables. But if it becomes our major emphasis 
the parables are brought to the level of morality fables and 
Jesus is reduced to a first century 'Poor Richard.' There is a 
strong clement of judgment in Jesus' parables. We should see 
them, not merely as suggestions for living a worry-free life, but 
as divine judgment on a life which does not worry about the 
right things. 

Consider the story of the Good Samaritan. We have heard it 
so often that we think of it primaril y as a story told to illus
trate the meaning of the command "Love your neighbor as 
yourself." The parable does illustrate that command but it docs 
its work in the context of judgment . 

It is a judgment on every tendency to use religion as a game 
of wits. The expert on the law "stood up to test Jesus." It is 
right and necessary to ask questions but not for that purpose. 
When the testing of another person becomes the purpose of our 
religious discussion we have perverted religion and turned it 
into our plaything. 

We dare not read th is story without experiencing the force 
of its judgment. What are our ·motives in religion? Arc we out 
to make points against an opponent? Or are we open, willing 
to learn, eager to repent? Arc we more concerned to lmow and 
obey God's will than to make an impression or build a reputa
tion? Surely we can feel the eyes of Jesus as he call s for us 
to turn from false motives and to the truth which God has 
g iven us. 

The parable of the good Samaritan is judgment on our ten
dency toward self-justification . "But he wanted to justify him
self, so he a sked J esus , 'And who is my neighbor?'" The fi r st 
answer should have led straight to action. "Love your neighbor" 
in biblical terms means DO something for him. If religion has 
been turned into a game of wits, however, the questioner feels 
that he must, at all costs, be the winner. In that case Jesus 
becomes the opponent rather than the Teacher. 

The desire to justify himself drove the l~wycr to turn his 
attention from human needs to legal niceties. Jesus would have 
none of it. In less than two hundred words he made the definition 
of neighbor so clear that even the legal expert could not evade 
the point. Jesus closed the case with the unforgettable challenge: 
"Go and do likewise.'' 

One of the dangers we face in r eading t his parable is t hat 
we will enjoy the lawyer's embarrassment and miss the per
sonal application. "Well, I 'm not l ike that fell ow .. . I know my 
neighbor when I see him!" Thus self-cong ratulation blinds us 
to the need for confession. We must admit that our assurance 

is often based more on our self-evaluation than on the results 
of an u nguarded encounter with J esus' judgment. The human 
side of us is still quite ready to 'justify self'. We must, therefore, 
see th is parable not merely as a suggestion for 'nice people' 
to follow, but as a judgment on our selfishness. 

The par able also brings judgment on our satisfaction with 
a relig ious life that centers in formality rather than reality. It 
is not an accident that Jesus put a priest and a Levite in the 
story. They are symbols of organized religion at its blindest. 
Those two men had been cal led into service which had been 
commanded by God. The ceremonies in which they took part 
were established by the will of God. The error of the priest and 
Levite was that they had perverted their calling by cutting 
themselves off from human need. 

I t is the will of God that the religious forms he has com
manded open the eyes, hands and pocketbooks of those who 
take part in those forms. Worship of God is in tended, among 
other things, to make the worshiper more aware of the needs of 
the people a round him. 

The Good Samaritan, then, offers no comfort-it measures 
our religious habits and apathy by the standard of the word of 
Jesus. Under the pressure of h is word of judgment we all stand 
'weighed and found wanting.' 

In view of that, it is vital that we never isolate the words 
of Jesus from the work of Jesus. We must see and experience 
the parables (and their judgment) in the light of what Jesus 
Christ has done on his cross. Jesus speaks to us thr ough the 
Bible, but at the same .time, he is the Jes•.1s who died for us 
and lives to intercede for us. 

J esus' parables judge us but it is the divine judgment of 
cleansing rather than a judgment of destruction. The Christ 
who judges us through his words is the Christ who continues 
to cleanse and renew us. His words strip away our attempts to 
cover ourselves with gtnments of self-r ighteousness. 

What will we do when we hear Christ's answer? Will we 
s ide with t he lawyer? Will we be defensive or repentant? Will 
we be evasive or obedient? 

P.O. Box 31, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, J apan 350-13 

COl\Il\IUNION llREAD 

We keep on hand r egularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
careful ly sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLIS1ll1\'G HOUSE 
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Jvt.ormons and the Family 
JAMES D . BALES 

What is happening to the family should be of concern to all 
r eligious people. The Latter-day Saints, or Mormons, are em
phasizing in national advertisements the importance of the 
family. There are some who may not realize that this is a 
bit strange for a Church whose founder created trouble with 
his first wife by marrying other women. In fact, Smith got 
a revelation which threatened damnation to anyone who rejected 
the plurality of wives. Among other things, the heading of 
Section 132 of Doct1·ine ancl Covenants (SLC, Utah: The Church 
of Jesus Christ of LDS, 1968) says : "Revelation given through 
J oseph Smith the Prophet, at Nauvoo, Illinois, recorded J uly 12, 
1843, relating to the new and everlasting covenant, including 
the eternity of the marriage covenant, as also plurality of 
wives" (239). 

"And as pertaining to the new and everlasting covenant, it 
was instituted for the fullness of my glory ; and he that receiveth 
a fullness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be 
damned, saith the Lord God." (132:6) . 

" Verily I say unto you: A commandment I give unto mine 
handmaid, Emma Smith, your wife, whom I have g iven unto 
you, that she stay herself and partake not of that which I 
commanded you to offer unto her ; for I did it, saith the Lord, 
to prove you all, as I did Abraham, and that I might require 
an offering at your hand, by covenant and sacrif ice. 

"And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those that 
have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous 
and pure before me; a nd t hose who are not pure, and have said 
they were pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God. 

"F or I am the Lord t hy God, and ye shall obey my voice; and 
I give unto my servant Joseph that he shall be made ruler 
over many things; for he hath been faithful over a few things, 
and from henceforth I w ill strengthen him. 

"And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and 
cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will 
not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed, saith the 
Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she 
abide not in my law. 

"But if she will not abide this commandment, then shall my 
servant Joseph do all things for her, even as he hath said; 
and I will bless him and multiply him and g ive unto him an 
hundred-fold in this world, of fathers and mothers, brothers 
and sisters, houses and lands, wives and children, and crowns 
of eternal lives in the eternal worlds. 

"And again, verily I say, let mine handmaid forgive my 
servant Joseph his trespasses ; and then shall she be forgiven 
her trespasses, wherein she has trespassed against me; a nd I , 
the Lord thy God, will bless her, and multiply her, and make 
her heart to rejoice" (132 :51-56). 

The fact that anyone who rejected the revelation would be 
condemned, and that Emma Smith is instructed to continue 
with Smith indicates, that she was not happy about plural 
marriages. William Clayton said: "Two or three days after the 
revelation was written, Joseph related to me a nd several others 
that Emma had so teased, and urgently entreated him for the 
privilege of destroying it, that he became so weary of her 
teasing, and to get rid of her annoyance, he told her she might 
destroy it and she had done so, but he had consented to her 
wish in this matter to pacify her, realizing that he knew the 
revelation perfectly, and could rewrite it at any t ime if neces
sary" (B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Provo, U tah : Published 
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by the Church, Brigham Young University Press, 1965, Vol. 
II, p. 107). 

In order to understand t he full meaning of the Latter-day 
Saints attitude toward the family one must know something 
about their doctrine of God. The tempter told Eve, "ye shall 
boas God" if you partake of the forbidden f ruit. (Gen 3:4-5) . 
Joseph Smith, Jr., the founder and prophet of the Latter-day 
Saint movement, taught that we can become Gods. As Lorenzo 
Snow summed it up: "As man now is, God once was; as God 
now is, man may become" !(Improvement Era, Jan. 1909, p. 
174). J oseph Smith, J r. said : "God himself was once as we are 
now, and is exalted man and sits enthr oned in yonder heavens" 
(Joseph Fielding Smith, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet 
J oseph Smith, p. 345)! He also said : "You have got to learn 
how to be Gods yourselves, and to be kings and priests to 
God, the same as all Gods have done before you, namely, 
by going from one small degree to another . ... " (346-347). 

One becomes a God by having many wives and in eternity 
having many offspring until he becomes God over his off
spring. Brigham Young, who was President of their 
church after Smith's death, said that "you will be polygamists 
at least in your faith, or you will come short of enjoying the 
salvation and the glory which Abraham has obtained." (Journal 
of Discourses, Vol. XI, pp. 268-269) "The only men who become 
Gods, even the Sons of God, a re t hose who enter into polygamy" 
(269) . He promised mothers that "you will see the time when 
you will have millions of children around you" (Vol. I, p. 208). 

The Church of J esus Christ of Latter-day Saints does not 
sanction polygamy for this earth, but people can marry for 
eternity in this life and rear children in eternity. They become 
Gods, a nd I assume the women become Goddesses. There are 
some small groups who have split with the main church who 
reason about polygamy as fo llows: Eventually '(in heaven) why 
not now (on earth). 

Apostle Orson Hyde once said: "They may break us up, and 
rout us from one place to another, but by and by we shall 
come to a point where we will have all the women, and they 
will have none. You may think I am joking about this, but I can 
bring you to the truth of God to demonstrate it to you" (Journal 
of Discourses, Vol. II, p. 83) . 

Orson H yde, an apostle and a President, at the General Con
ference in Salt Lake City, October 6, 1854, said: "Gentlemen, 
that is as plain as the translators, or different councils over 
this Scripture, dare allow it to go to the world, but the thing 
is there; it is told; J esus was the bridgegroom at the marriage 
of Cana of Galilee, and h e told them what to do. 

"Now there was actually a marriage; and if Jesus was 
not the bridegroom on that occasion, please tell us who was. 
If any man can show this, and provo that it was not the Savior 
of the world, then I will acknowledge I am in error. We say it 
was J esus Christ who was married, to be brought into the 
relation whereby he could see his seed, before he was crucified" 
(Journal of Discourses, Liverpool: Published by F. D. Richards, 
1855, Vol. II, p. 82) . 

There is a lot more to t he Mormon doctrine of the family t han 
meets the eye, and Mormons, including their miss ionaries, need 
to be asked about it. They certainly do not have the same con
cept of the family as is set for th in t he New Testament . Some 
who at first may find their message attractive may change 
their minds when they know some of these th ings. 
Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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Instrumental Music: The Real Issue Involved (2) 
Last week we introduced this subject 

by pointing out that the importance of 
this issue cannot be ignored. There is a 
far greater reason why we do not use 
instrumental music in our worship than 
simply the desire to be different. It in
volves the Authority Principle. This week 
we study that principle. 

A foundation principle of the New 
Testament is that all things believed, 
taught and/or practiced in the Christian 
religion must have divine authority. This 
principle is stated clearly in these in
spired word from Paul: "And whatsoever 
ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him" (Col. 3:17). 
To do a thing "in the name of" another 
is to do it by that person's authority. To 
do a thing "in the name of the Lord Jesus" 
is to do it in light of and in harmony with 
the revelation .of his will for men. The 
full authority of God is inherent in the 
very words of holy Scripture (cf. Matt. 
18:18; 1 Cor. 14:37; l Thess. 2:13), and 
Scripture furnishes one completely for 
the service of God 1(2 Tim. 3:17). 

Again, Christ's faithful disciples are 
those who "walk by faith, not by sight" 
(2 Cor. 5:7). And acceptable faith comes 
only through the hearing of the word of 
God (Rom. 10 :17). If there is no authority 
from the written word for a given doc
trine or practice, that doctrine or prac
tice is not "of faith" and is therefore 
"sin" (cf. Rom. 14:23). 

Evidently there have always been peo
ple who felt that whatever God has not 
specifically forbidden is therefore au
thorized in worship. The Bible records 
some sad stories of men who acted on 
this false premise. Saul offered unauthor
ized worship to the Lord at Gilgal, and 
the kingdom was taken away from him 
as a result (1 Sam. 13:11-14). King 
Uzziah offered unauthorized worship in 
the temple, and God made him a leper for 
the rest of his life (2 Chron. 26). Nadab 
and Abihu were consumed by fire from 
heaven when they offered "strange fire" 
(i.e., fire from an unauthorized source) 
before the Lord ·(Lev. 10;1-2). 

If it were the case that anything not 
expressly forbidden is permissible in the 
Christian religion, then we may not only 
use pianos in worship but also beads, cru
cifixes, and LSD. We may also recognize 
ourselves so as to have a pope, cardinals, 
and archbishops. And let's also have bingo 
games on Tuesday evenings! Not one of 
these things is explicitly forbidden in the 
New Testament, and no one who denies 
the validity of the authority principle ex
plained above can consistently argue 
against any of them! As Olan Hicks once 
wrote: 

This principle (of allowing anything 
not specifically forbidden-RS), pushed 
to its ultimate conclusion, will admit 
anything men may desire into the ser
vice of God, so that every man again 
may become a law unto himself. If the 
gospel is to be preached and the church 
preserved in anything like their pristine 
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purity, such a principle as this is ab
solutely inadmissable. 
The evident fact of the matter is that 

there is no New Testament authority for 
instrumental music in the worship of God. 
There is certainly no direct statement in 
the New Testament which authorizes i~; 
neither is there any implication contained 
in any statement(s) of Scripture which 
can be used to authorize it. The New 
Testament preserves no record of its use 
in the first century so as to authorize it 
by apostolic precedent. And there is no 
rule of expediency which can possibly 
justify pianos and organs in worship to 
God. 

New Testament authority is for singing 
as the means of musical praises to God 
in the Christian Age. Such passages as 
Ephesians 5: 19 and Colossians 3:16 call 
for "speaking,"· "teaching," "admonish
ing," and "singing." Every one of these 
actions is one of verbal communication, 
and not one of them can be performed by 
a mechanical instrument of music. 

The new Testament may authorize a 
thing by either generic or specific au
thority: generic authorizes an act without 
stating a precise method of accomplish
ment, while specific narrows one to a 
certain method of accomplishment and 
thereby excludes all other related methods 
not elsewhere authorized. Our authority 
for the musical praise of God under the 
new covenant is not generic in nature 
(i.e., "make music") but specific (i.e., 
"sing"). One must therefore realize that 
God has ruled out the possibility of the 
use of instrumental music in worship to 
him by the very fact that he has specified 
singing. There is no escaping the fact 
that one is committing sin when he offers 
an act of worship to God which is not 
authorized in the Word. 

A Simple Illustration 
When my daughter was barely seven 

years old, she could grasp the principle 
involved in all this. I tried it with her in 
the following fashion and she had no 
problem at all. Do you remember the 
child's game "Simon Says"? It is a game 
based on the authority principle. You can 
do only such things as "Simon" tells you 
or you are out of the game. I was "Simon" 
and told my little girl to sing "The Old 
Rugged Cross." After that, I told her to 
go over and play a tune on her piano. I 
kept putting these two commands in with 
various others and she never once con
fused the two. When the instruction was 
to sing, she never once went to the piano! 
I even tried it with my three-year-old son, 
and he followed the instructions perfectly. 
Children can understand the authority 
principle in their games. Why can grown 
people not see it in relation to the word 
of God? 

One possible response to all this is to 
argue that worship is only an emotion and 
has nothing to do with outward expres
sion. If this were true, it would mean 
that no action (practice, deed) is subject 

to regulation as worship; worship would 
be entirely a matter of the heart and un
related to the actions which flow from 
that heart. 

In reply to this view, it should be noted 
that no Scripture defines "worship" as 
a mere emotion; to the contrary, Scripture 
requires not only that one's heart be right 
in worship but that his actions be per
formed according to the revealed will of 
God. This is the teaching of Jesus when 
he said, "God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth"-(John 4:24). If worship is merely 
an emotion whose "expression" may be in 
any manner we choose, why were Saul, 
Uzziah, Nadab, and Abihu condemned for 
what they did? If the "expression" of the 
emotion really does not matter, why should 
we oppose bead's candles, icons, and the 
like? 

That worship does involve actions as 
well as emotion can be demonstrated by an 
examination of the Greek words which 
are translated "worship in the New Testa
ment. Proskuneo means " (fall down and) 
worship, do obeisance to, prostrate oneself 
before, do reverence to, welcome respect
fully"; latreuo is defined to mean "serve, 
in our lit. only of the carrying out of 
relig. duties, esp. of a cultic nature, by 
human ·beings"; sebomai means "worship 
. . . show reverence or resepect for"; and 
so on with other and related words re
ferring to worship. All the words indicate 
action being performed as homage to God. 
And it is the consistent teaching of the 
Bible that unscriptural practices are not 
justified because one has a pure heart. 
The actual offering up of our musical 
praise to God does matter! 

Another objection which is sometimes 
made against the auth.:>rity-principle ar
gument is this: There is no law against 
instrumental music, and where there is no 
law there is no sin. There is really nothing 
in this objection that has not been dealt 
with in the formulation of the argument 
earlier. Thus a few general observations 
will suffice. It is granted that no explicit 
statement of "Thou shalt not" is in the 
New Testament regarding instrumental 
music; yet it has already been proved that 
all things not authorized in the New Testa
ment are implicitly forbidden. If one must 
have a "Thou shalt not" to prohibit a 
thing, then Nadab and Abihu were un
justly condemned, Moses should not have 
been denied Canaan, animal sacrifice can 
be offered today, the Lord's Supper may 
be eaten on Saturday with toast and cof
fee, etc. If a specific condemnation must 
be found in Scripture for a thing to be 
sinful, the Bible would have to be a 
library of prohibitions! 

Yes, there is much more at stake in the 
instrumental music controversy than the 
presence or absence of a piano at a time 
and place of worship. It is the very author
ity of God in Holy Scripture which is at 
stake. If biblical authority can be set 
aside with regard to this issue, why must 
it he respected in any other area of our 
relationship to God? 
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Pepperdine University's 371 

_, 
~ 

... 
....... 

This year's exhibit hall is full to capacity with. books, 
resource materials and people. 

Church leaders gather together fo r the annual Men 's 
Fellowship Dinner. 

Hugh Tiner, Tommy Phillips, Reuel Lemmons, J. Harold Thomas, 
Joseph White, Paul Harper and J. P. Sanders are preachers honored for 
SO years or more of service. 

The Whittier congregation brings fifty 
people to the lectureship. 

Brother R. N. Hogan is the keynote 
speaker at this year's Pepperdine 
Lectureship. 



t1 Annual Bible Lectureship 
FELLOWSHIP AND REKINDLED FAITH MARK 

37TH PEPPERDINE BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
"Who knoweth whether t hou art come to t he kingdom for 

such a time as this?" 
That challenge, delivered to Es~her from Mor decai more ths.n 

2000 years ago, fired yet another call to reaffim1 God's mission 
and brought togethel· nearly 2500 brethren at the 37th P epp!'r
dine University Bible Lectureship. 

Brethl·en from thrcughou t the West gathered for classes. fot· 
inspirational singing, for special retreats on the University':; 
campus at Malibu, California. 

And they gathered, too, to rally a deserved tl'ibut'.l for R. N. 
Hogan of the Figueroa church in Los Angeles, recognizing his 
64 years of dedicated minis try and his more than 40 years with 
the Figueroa congregation, one of the largest churches of 
Christ west of the Rockies with more than 1000 members. 

Reuel Lemmons, 2. regent of Pcpperdine University and editor 
of the F i1•1n Fomulation, receive'(} an enthusiastic ovation for 

More than 300 ladies are present for the Associated 
Women for Pepperdine Luncheon. 

Carl Mitchell receives the 
Distinguished Diploma of Ho nor for 
his many years of service to 

Pepperdine. 

l1ls inspirational address at the Preachers and Elders Dinner, 
"A Time fol' Shepherds to Arise." 

Peppet·dine's Carl Mitchell, ch<..innan of the religion division 
and director of the University's church services depali;ment, was 
presented a Distinguished Diploma of Honor in reognition of 
his outstanding missionary work, his efforts !n mimsterial coun
&cling and his many years of service to Christian education. 
Pcpperdine will bid fat·ewell to Mitchell thi:; August when he 
a!'.sumcs a new teaching post at Harding University. 

Other theme lectut·es weres "A Time to Retut·n to the " 'ot·d" 
by Harold Hazel ip of Momphis, "A Time to Return to Chris
tianity in the Home" by Canol! Pitts of Los Angeles, and " A 
Time to Reaffirm God's Ideal for M<uTiage" presented by 
Gayle Napier of Lubbock. 

"The enthusiasm at this lectureship was t he finest I have yet 
!>een," said Howard White, pt·esident of t he University. "There 
was a feeling of :;trength among those in attendance and a 
unity of pUI·pose which pel·vaded the gathet·ing as we face tit-.! 
challenges of our time." 

Jo hn Milton Banks receives the Preacher of the Year Award 
and Paul Methvin receives the Special Service Award. 

Dr. White and Dr. Mitchell present the C hristian Service Award to 

Mrs. Maurice (Marie) H all. 



0. J. RUSSELL TO PREACH IN FOUR 
NO RTHWEST CITIES 

0. J. Russell, minister for the Granbury 
St. church in Cleburne will preach in a 
special evangel istic effort in The Dalles, 
Oregon beginning on June 15th. Fol
lowing this week-long meeting, he will 
spend a week in a similar meeting be
ginning June 22 in Walla Walla, Wash
ington. Russell will be in Seattle on June 
29th-July 2, where the Cleburne congre
gation is helping the growing West 
Seattle church. The Cleburne evangelist 
will be a featured speaker during two 
days of the Great Northwest Evangelism 
Workshop to be held in Spokane, Wash
ington in the Convention Center July 2-6. 

Reprints of ony single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
ies n<i• accepted. 

Jimmy Allen, Searcy, Arkansas: I haYe 
been in nine short meetings s ince the first 
of the year. Fifty-one were baptized and 
176 were restored in these efforts. I s till 
have some time for weekend meetings 

during the fall and spring of 1981. :\fy 
book, THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD, 
should be available immediately. Hope
fully, my commentary on Hebrews will 
be ready by August 1. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1980 in an expanding baccalaureate 
nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of arts and 
sciences supported by the members of the chu rch of Christ. The program is NLN ac
credited. Current enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Appli
cant should have at least a master's degree in the area of community health. 
maternal-<:hild, medical-surgical or mental-health psychiatric nursing. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown little Rock. For further information, contact, Chair
man, Division of Nursing, Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Harding University, Searcy, AR 
72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475 . 

LIFTING UP 

Christian Evidences 
Fo reign Evangelism 

Life Crises 
Soul Winning 

Bus E vangelism 
Benevolence 

Family 
Prayer 

,.,id·jlmerica E\faqtelisll1 
Vlorluhop 

JUNE 5-7 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN 
Deaf Evangelism 

World Bible School 
Church Growth 

Singles Ministry 
Moral Issues 

Jail Evangelism 
Preaching 
Singing 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Keeping the Saved Saved 
B ible Interpretation 

E xhibit Evangelism 
Death & D y ing 

Leadership 
Education 

Women 
Youth 

June 5 
Thursday: G. P. Holt, Jr. 

June 6 
Friday: Jack Evans 
Lifting Up Jesus in 
Daily Commitment 

June 7 
Saturday: Wayne Monroe 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Evangelism 

Lifting Up Jesus in 
Joy & Enthusiasm 

Thomas Warren 
Dan Reed 
Pat Casey 
Randy Becton 
O livia Holt 
Reuel L emmons 
Ken Samuel 
Nick Young 
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Other Speakers Include: 
Holl is Maynard 
Lynn McMillian 
Carroll Bennett 
Doug Parsons 
Warren Blakeney 
Dick Weber 
David Gaylor 
Debbie Young 

Mike Mays 
John Waddey 
Charles Coombs 
Norma Rogers 
Norm Herron 
Boyd Williams 
Bob Rubinow 
Phyllis David 

*Specia l Instruction Every Hour For WOMEN & YOUTH 

For Information Write: MID-AMERICA WORKSHOP 
612 N . High Schoo l Rd., Indianapolis, IN 4 6224 
For Housing Call: (317) 244-3974 or 5 45-0103 

Benny Stephens 
Bruce Mayo 
David Land 
Neil Parsons 
Joy McMillian 
Paul Pape 
Neale Pryor 
Mildred Freeland 
Ernest Stewart 
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PREJUDICE AGAINST THE ELDERLY 
(Continued from page 3) 

ually peneterated into the philosophy of 
church going people like you and me. 

Old people often times speak of "home," 
that is, "Back where I came from." They 
remember the government's role in life; 
the facts of every church, and each gospel 
meeting. L ike the old porch swing in 
t he front of the house, i t's gone, and so 
are many of the principals of life that 
we remember. Since the great depression, 
since World War II, since society a nd its 
programs have changed, so has the atti
tude of the younger towards the older. 
In too many cases, those in our con
valescent homes and those who are shut 
up in their own homes, just simply don't 
belong. At least this seems to be the atti
tude of some within the congregations of 
the Lord's people. 
2735 S. Encina, Visalia, CA 93277 

T. W. Phillips II, P.O. Box 67, Rosemead, 
CA. 91770: It has been my pleasure 
through the years to attend lectureships 
over this nation and Canada. Never have 
I attended a lectureship with more spiritu
al impact, more loyalty to God's word or 
sweeter Christian fellowship, t han the 
Pepperdine Lectureship just ended. 

Though a private un iversity of the high
est academic recognition, the relationship 
with the church has become very close. 
No pres ident of what we term our Chris
tian Colleges or schools is more dedicated 
and loyal to God and the church· than 
Howard White, the president of Pepper
dine University. He is respected by any 
and all of the church who know him. 

Claud Guild , 11740 S. W. Katherine, 
Tigard, Ore. 97223: 

A month of meetings in India; 6 cities 
and 10 villages, resulted in 651 baptisms. 
We now have five meetings in Australia 
and one in Fiji I slands. One baptism at 
Holland Park after the meeting. Two 
Mormons baptized at Wepumun. 

CARETAKER NEEDED 
Letoli Christian Camp 

Saint Jo, Texas 

SALARY -HOUSE-UTI UTI ES 

Contact: Gerald Elliott. Box 100, 
Saint Jo, TX 76265 817·995-2538 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

located 21/z miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or ca ll F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

VIDEO PRICE BREAKTHROUGH 
(SEE VIDEO AT AUDIO PRICES) 

NOW-rent video-taped sermons, lectures, and classes for only $3.50 
each! Over 200 tit les. (VCR 's for under $650) . Write for details: 
Christian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93534 (805 
9424459) . 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

iz,outbeastern J/Jliblical .Jnstitutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free - Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

Have you 
seen our 
free booklet? 

"37 Things" clears up common mis
conceptions about wills. Find out if 
some of YOUR ideas are among 
them! Does away with false notions 
about wills and rich people, wills and 
children, wi lls and witnesses, wi lls 
and joint ownership, wills and chari
table bequests, ETC. 

Send for this booklet today. It's useful 
material on a NO. 1 priority for any
one who owns property and cares 
about what becomes of it. 

Bequests are a meaningful and sig
nificant support of The Children's 
Home of Lubbock. 

- - - - - - - - CLIP ANO MAIL TODAY - - - - - - - -

TO: Mr. Floyd I. Stumbo 
The Children's Home of Lubbock 
lubbock. Texas 79408 

Please send me a free copy of "37 Things 
People 'Know' About Wills That Aren't 
Really So." 

0 Mr. 0 Mrs. 0 Miss 
Name 

Address AC/Phone No. 

City State Zip 
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SEYMOUR CHURCH u :NDERTA KES 
BUILDING IN l\IEXICO 

Clyde Priddy (L) and Flint Bibb (R) 
recently went to Zaragoza, Mexico to con
fer with Lupe Amaro and his wife regard
ing a possible building fot· the new and 
growing church in Zaragoza, a town of 
8,000. They have chosen a building on the 
main street, previously used as a govern
ment office and equipped to seat about 
500, together with comfortable living 
quarters for the preacher, Jose Espino. 
The property includes a large parking lot. 

Two years ago, La Busqueda, a rai:lio 
program in Spanish, sponsored by Herald 
of tru th began to be broadcast in Zara
goza, and the few Christians there began 
to do follow up wo1·k. The inadequate 
building soon was overflowing, and the 
congregation moved to the open air for 
the summer. 

The Seymour, Texas church has under
taken t he task of providing the adequate 
meeting place here described for the con
gregation, by providing a sizable down 
payment. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Charles Sattenfield, 901 West Rumble 
Rd., Modesto, Ca. 95350: The Davis Park 
congregation has added three men to its 
staff r ecently. Bob Raley as the Minister 
of Education, Robert Peek as the Minister 
of Evangelism, and Daniel Rodriguez as 
the Minister of Youth. These men will be 
working with me. I am the Minister of 
Preaching . 

The first three months of 1980, so far 
the congregation has had over 60 add i
tions. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

~earn t<? win s?uls in a one-year 
mternsh1p. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Does Your Congregation 

NEED MONEY ? 
Maybe we can help! 

SHARE, INCORPORATED 
Church Finance 

DAROL BELL 
Consultant for Churches of Christ 
1207 Anetta,Bowie,Texas 76230 

Phone: 817-872-1 851 

CHEROKEE HOME FOR CHILDREN is currently 
expanding its services to fami lies and ch ildren. In 
doing so we are announcing the following openings: 

Para professional couple interested in working In 
cottage unit with opportunity for advancement In 
areas of fam ily services and chi ld care. 

MSW-interest and experience in family counseling 
is desirable. 

Interested applicants cal l or write: 
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JACK GOBLE 
C herokee Home for Children 

P.O. Box 295 
Cherokee, Texas 76832 

9 I 5/ 622-420 I 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

F or Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

~There is so much pain in the 

world. Serious illness has touched 

the I ives of everyone in some way. 

It has affected my life, too. It is 

so comforting to know others face 

similar struggles, isn 't it? Let's 

cope together. I "d I ike to hear 

from you:· 
Randy Becton,dircctor 

e~~~l&'f9 
Abilene ~ Texas 79604 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or n1ore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3¥2 to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12 o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13¥2 yeat·s 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
info1mation 

Call collect or write to : 
TE:~IPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ~ 
A FRIENDLY PLACE TO WORK ! *' 

POSITION: Two caring Christian couples to serve as child care staff in a 
Christian Children' s Home. 

SALARY AND BENEFITS: At our ma in campu s in Vacaville, we have two group 
homes licensed for the care of eight children each. This is a 
country setting on 45 acres. Both husband and wife are employed 
f ull time as part of a caring team. Salary for this position 
starts at $875 per month and will be adjusted commensurate with 
your education and experience. Additional benefits include: fully 
paid comprehensive group health insurance , tax s heltered retire
ment annuity plan, professional training program, two days relief 
per week with compensation fo r room and utilities, two weeks paid 
vacation, house, food, utilities and agency transportation pro
vided . You also receive an annual tax advantage because of the 
benefits that a r e provided in kind whic h people normally pay for 
out of their pay c heck after taxes . 

We have five residential group homes in addition t o the two in 
Vacaville. The y are l ocated in Santa Rosa, Fairfield, Carmichael 
a nd Stockton (2). In these group homes , t he wi fe is e mploye d and 
the father no rmally works o ut of th e home. Starting salary for 
this position is $400 per month and will be adjusted commensu rate 
with education and experience . The husb a nd is e xpected to play 
a significant role in the care of the c hildren . Additional be ne 
fits are t h e same as those liste d for the main campus with the ex
cept ion of the r elief system. Re lief in the residentia l group 
homes con s ists of a day and a ha l f off per week with compensation 
for room. Reli e f for thi s pos i ti on is less because fewer children 
are being cared for and it is less demanding. 

VACANCIES: I am presently looking for a caring coup l e to work at our main cam
pus in Vacavil l e and a couple to work at one of our Stockton group 
homes . 

PLEASE APPLY IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN PRESENT OR FUTURE OPENINGS. 

For More Information, Contact : 
S t e ve Bergman, Executive Director 

Sierra Children ' s Home 
P.O. Box 597 

Vac aville, CA 95688 
Tel e phone : (707) 448-3557 

SIERRA CHILDREN'S HOME 
SUPPORTED BY CHURCHES OF CHRIS T 
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DWIGHT ALBRIGHT FAMILY 
COMPLETES FIRST TERM IN JAPAN 

Dwight and Josephine Albright, who 
arrived in Japan on August 15, 1977, will 
return to the United States for a three 
month furlough beginning April 7th. The 
Albrights plan t o be back in Japan by the 
fifteenth of July 1980. 

The elders of the P ark A venue Church 
in Memphis, Tennessee oversee t he Al
brights work in Japan. 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products ! or the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Plea.se write or call !or free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. O. Dx 8300 
W nco, Texn• '1&110 
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Ed Wll8on 
(81'1) '1'12-1104 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:Hil\TG 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 

• Strong. Bible Emphasis 
• Practical Training 
• " What" and " How" To Preach 

• Two Year Full Time Course 
• VA Approved 
• No Tuition 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives 

• Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLM ENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 
For Information and Catalog Write o r Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL O F PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone : 617·282·391 1 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscriber s : Pleas e give your 
old address as well as your n ew address 
when you m ove. 

FHEEBOOKS 
In an effort to preach the truth to saints and 
sinners we are offering this book of 240 pages, 
containing twenty sermons, to churches and in· 
dividuals who will help us distribute them free of 
charge. They are packed 56 books to the box, 
and we will send a box without charge to those 
who pay the handling and pos tage, $8.00 for 56 
books. One book, postage and handling, $1 . 
Endorsed by Guy N. Woods, Bobby Key and 
Batsel l Barrett Baxter. Fifty-live thous and 
already printed and a contract has been recently 
s igned to publish a hundred thousand more. 
Order from: 

Cl .INE lli\NCOCK ltouce 2. Vt•ronn. 1'IO 65769 
362 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising 111 this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking 'vork or con~Q"ega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Pttrsonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802128 
LA.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chriat. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin!{ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy n 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY~ 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANOHORAGE OHUROH OF 
OHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.REA. SOHOOL OF PREA.OHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Pleasanton, CaiUo~ 94SOO 
James. W. Ferguson, Sr.. DlrectQr 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UA.J, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Wrlte Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3&49, 
Lihue, HI. 967&6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST. 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubboek, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50. A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2588: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detaJils 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Ohureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone '114-679-1010. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 0~1 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
ltfonterrey, ltlexleo1 Ave. Fundlelones 109 

"'A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
.ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 ancl 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL has openings for teachers and 
~t'hool administrator. Teacher positions lower grades 
throuA'h 7th. Administrator mny teach part time, 
JlOssibility of semi-retired individual. Good working 
t'cnditions, ideal climate. Reply Don Mt'lver, Redland 
Christian Academy, 17700 S.W. 280th St., Home
stend. Fl 33030. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1600.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10, Box 3040, Nacog
tloches, Texas 75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance. Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., :1205 E. ltforgan A.ve., 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'7'7-
52'71. Bobby Wade, ltfln. 4'7Q-40GO. 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print;.. 
lng Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ. in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
The Church of Christ in Malverne, L.I., N.Y. is 
seeking an experienced preacher to begin working 
in July 1980. Home & partial support affered. Con
tact: R. Hafner, Church of Christ. 17 Oxford St., 
Malverne. N.Y. 11565. 
CARIBBEAN CHRISTMAS CRUISE FOR SIN
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (508) 226-3557. Ask for Bruce. 
WANTED: Former members of the Graham Street 
Church of Christ. Stephenville, Texas to 'vrite Box 
6, Stephenville, Texas 76401 far Centennial informa
tion planned far June 20, 21, 22, 1980. 
Singing and worshipping in song weekend work
shops. Dallas/Ft. Worth and E. Texas areas. For 
more information contact Jim McCoy, 1918 Miller 
Dr •• Tyler, TX. 75701 or call 214-597-8288. 
Church of Christ in Carlsbad, Texas, congregation 
approximately fifty members, is in great need of 
either a full time or part time minister. Please call 
elders (915) 465-4291 or 465-4687. 
Preacher Needed: The Lord's Church at Rison, Ark. 
is looking for a sound, experienced, married preach
er with emphasis on personal work and leadership. 
Can furnish a new modern three bedroom home 
plus n good weekly salary for right man. If inter
ested contact Don Hockett, Box 526, Rison, Ark. 
71665 or phone (501) 325-6960. 
For sale: 1973 Ford F 700 School Bus, 66 passenger, 
good condition. Call J. J. Walker, 512-852-3281. 
Ayers Street Church of Christ, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Small, growing church seeking donated or inexpen
sive pews. Need twenty, 14 foot pews for new build
ing. Strickland Grove Church of Christ, Rt. 2, Box 
143-Z, Georgetown, Texas 78626. 512-863-3955. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 7 5229 

----=co~NGREGATION WANTED 
Mature gospel preacher is seeking full time work 
with a congregation in Florida. Available to preach 
locally in the interim. Call Dick Crannell 1 (818) 
939-2895. 
Preacher needed for self supporting congregation 
with avg. attendance of 90. Experience as full-time 
pulpit preacher and desire to do personal work 
essential. Send resume to Bob Crawford, Church of 
Christ, 330 Dorset St., S. Burlington, VT. 05401 
(may call at 802-985-2391, evenings). 
BUS NEEDED: Small mission church in Russell. 
Kansas is in urgent need of a "JOY BUS." We 
now have two buses running more than full and 
need a third. If you could help in this matter we 
would greatly appreciate it and would be more than 
happy to pick up the bus and pay transfer costs. If 
you can help, contact: Church of Christ, Russell, 
Kansas 67665; Minister Chuck Stephens (913) 483-
2697. 
Summer CamP-June 16th-20th, KinKSiand. Total 
cost $35.00. Free brochure: Owen Cosgrove, Director, 
4410 West Illinois, Midland, Texas 79703. 915-694-
3614. 
Small determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New En~tland city looking for dedicated man 
with tneachlng, teaching, and spnrkplug capabili
ties. Some extlerience necessary. House provided and 
some support. ReillY to Church of Christ, 284 Mont
gomery St., Chicopee, Ma. 01020. 

CHURCH BUSES-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transporta.tlon. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXiAS. 
INC., 39().9 E. Over.ton Rd., Dallat:P, 'l'X 
75216 (214) 371-604L 

VIEDO EQUIP. SWAP SHOP 
No charge for listing equipment for sale or trade 
9J~~1~ible Viedo News. Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA. 

WANTED: Experienced minister for congregation 
125-150 members. Send qualifications and recom
mendation to the Church of Christ. P.O. Box 525, 
Whitesboro, Texas 76273. . · 
Christian businessman wants to sell · established 
donut business in East Texas. Great po88ibilities. 
Strong and growing congregation in the area. Call 
George Stegall (214) 792-3681 or after 5:00 p.m. 
(214) 792-8604. 
I wlll trade a copy of my new novel STRAWBERRY 
RIVER FARM ($5.00) for any of the following: 
THORN IN THE I<'LESH. A BEAUTIFUL FASCI
NATION or A GLORIOUS SUMMER, or a hard
backed "BE A MAN, SON." All these sold originally 
for less than $3.00, and are now out of print. 
Wm. Kay Moser, Rt. 5 Box 136, N. Little Rock, 
Ark. 72118. 
Have missionary family to locate in midwest or 
west. U.S. city of 30,000 to 100,000 preferred. Send 
all inquiries to: Mission Committee, Hartford Ave. 
Church of Christ, 1905 Joe, Ponca City, OK. 74601 
or call ( 405) 765-3610. 
FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Ideal for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 30 mi. per hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available in Texas. 915-547-2211 or 
547-2873. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ. Box 444, F'alfurrias, TX. 78355. 
-- INVESTIGATI!ll The Firm Foundation 
trlu to aereen advertlaiDc, and will not 
knowingly take questionable advertl•lng. 
But It Is the reader'• responslbiUty to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we aome
tlmea UDwlttiDgly rail aD UDWOrth7' ad. 
Aa the old sa;riD.g goes. before you lnveat. 
IDveaUa-atel 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535·1801 817/429·1403 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE~7IME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EV ANGELIST by September 15th. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Bo x 610, Au stin, Te xas 7876 7 

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

l will : 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 

receive the entire set postpaid . 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (total of $42.95) upon 
receipt of the books. 

Nam~----------------------------
Address ____________________ _ 

City-------- State------ Zip----
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FIVE WEEKS IN CHRIST WORK IN INDIA 

This group of 16 conducted 2S hour Bible Training Sessions at 21 central 

points to root and ground the brethren. They also preached at 130 places, 

saw I,SI6 baptized, IS denominational preachers baptized and IS congre· 

gat ions started. Those in the group left to right (front) Tom Roberts, W. J. 

Stanley, Dwayne Simon, Charles Scott, Luther Simon, Ann Scott, Neva 

Cooper, Paul Cooper, Jas. O'Connor, Russell Be ll, and Gerald Nichols. 

(rear) Glen Mayfield, Donald Flowers, Lyle Starnes ,,nd Byron Nichols. 

(Ron Blakey is absent from picture.) 

Austin, Texas, June 3. 1980 

-----
---· 
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Hallelujah Anyway! 
We get discouraged sometimes at the depressing 

news we hear. Our citizens are taken hostage by out
laws and maniacs. Religion has gone to the dogs. 
Morals and ethics have gone down the drain. The 
church will disappear before the year 2,000. Some of 
our leaders and some of our colleges are pictured as 
scoundrels. We have a negative outlook and attitude. 
Ain't it awful! 

But, Hallelujah anyway! 
God is still in his heaven. The show will go on until 

he says, "that's enough." And when he says that, it 
will come to an end. Until then, all the awful things 
people do to each other will not abort the experiment. 
Despite all the discouraging news, God is still alive 
and well. 

Neither the political nor the religious leaders of the 
world want to see the revolution of our t imes. All wish 
things were better. We believe the church of Christ 
has some of the answers for our times. So, hallelujah 
anyway! We have the capacity to help the situation. 
We may not do it, but we have the capacity. The 
church is full of men with their feet on the earth and 
their eyes fixed on heaven. We simply must be a people 
full of fire. Technique is not enough. We must use the 
capacity we have to change things. It is important that 
we continue to preach the gospel with careful defin
itiveness lest it become lost through defusion with our 
permissive culture. The church has a great opportu
nity to let its light shine. 

In our climate of hedonism and materialism comes 
the news that all our Christian colleges broke all en
rollment records the past year. Private schools are 
being started by the hundreds because parents are 
becoming disillusioned with the public educational sys
tem. Five states have passed laws requiring that 
Creationism be taught along with the theory of evolu
tion as a possible explanation of how life began. The 
evolutionists are losing the battle. So, despite all the 
reports of gloom, hallelujah anyway! 

All denominational groups are experiencing strife 
and division. Church houses are becoming empty. The 
government is not turnin~ them into museums; the 
constituents are. Reports tell us how much of our 
society in unchurched. It is a gloomy picture. But in 
the midst of it all there are fresh breezes of an awaken
ing religious conscience. Young people are beginning 
to study the scriptures. The Bible societies say they 
can't print Bibles fast enough. Thirty new transla
tions have appeared in the last few months. Cities 
that r equired off-street parking around church build-
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ings are now finding the lots overflowing. A r ash of 
independent churches throughout the land testify to 
increased personal interest rather than denomina
tion loyalty. All the polls say that's where the action 
is. Restoration movements are being attempted in most 
of the denominations. So, hallelujah anyway! Maybe 
there is yet hope. 

About the time when everyone was decrying the 
filth on TV, and the suggestiveness of newspaper ad
vertising, along come some of the greatest films ever 
made-all of them having to do with Biblical t hemes. 
Powerful "Clean Up TV" campaigns have been 
launched. Business concerns who sponsor vulgarity, 
profanity and pornography are learning the power 
of boycott! So, hallelujah anyway! 

China, with one fourth of the world's population 
went through a 20 year period in which the easiest 
way to get murdered was to profess to be a Christian. 
The "Christian" world thought that was awful. But 
that regime has passed-as they all do-and now the 
door to China seems to be swinging open. It is be
coming clear that the thing that really died in China 
during that 20 years was Buddhism and Shintoism. 
These two heathen religions will never be revived. But 
China is giving her people free reign to print and 
distribute Bibles, and the people are being told that if 
they want Christianity they can have it-only it must 
be a made-in-China brand of Christianity-no western 
Christianity. If what we have always said is true, and 
the power is in the Word, then give China the Word 
and get out of their way. Their made-in-China brand 
of Christianity has a chance of being closer to the 
Scriptures than ours. So, hallelujah anyway! 

The damage we have done to the church by congre
gational strife, and the carving up of the leading men 
and institutions among our people, along with the 
~uspicion and negativism that such things generate, 
IS a source of extreme sorrow to all sincere Christians. 
But out of the ashes we are raising up stronger men 
than we have ever known before. The trying of our 
faith worketh patience. Some of the trials through 
which some have gone have proven those who went 
through them to be bigger men than anyone thought 
they could be. So in the midst of our blood and sweat 
and tears let us pause, look up to heaven and say 
"hallelujah anyway!" ' 

Volume 97 
FirtJJ FO ' l\'OA'l'IOX 

(USPS 191-129) 
Jle uel l .e•nntouH. Editor 

Xumber 23 

. Publish~ ~eekly except the lns t Tuesday in December by the Firm Founda· 
t10n Pubhshong H ouse, 3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas. Second Class 
P ostnge paid at Austin, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Ofllce Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription,. $10.00 per year. Club rn~, $9.00 J>Cr year in clubs of five 
or more. CongregatiOn al rnte, $6.00 per !nmoly per yenr. Foreign subscription, 
~11. :r'ho date on your nddreaa label shows U.e t ime to which your subscr iption 
os paod. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one a dress: s ixteen cents per copy. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 3, 1980 



RANDY BECTON 

On one occasion Jesus was tested by an expert in the law who 
asked him: "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" When 
Jesus answered that the man was to love the Lord his God 
with all his heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love his 
neighbor as himself the man sought to justify himself and 
therefore asked for a clear definition of "Who is my neighbor?" 
Jesus replied with a story which we commonly call the Good 
Samaritan story. 

It is important to point out in telling this story Jesus is 
not only answering the "Who is my neighbor?" but is really 
going back and answering what it really means to love God 
with all one's heart, soul, strength, and mind. When we under
stand this and when we seek to be taught by Jesus, who is our 
master and Lord, then we are able to be impressed deeply 
with the implications of his story. 

Jesus tells us about a man who is beaten severely. Three 
people see the man in need and two of them ignore him. A 
Samaritan man, and it would be particularly galling to the 
Jews to know that it was a Samaritan (someone who the Jews 
hated), has compassion on the man and his compassion led him 
to act. 

What Jesus is showing here is what is really important 
to God. It is very important that one who loves God looks upon 
his fellow human beings with the eyes of God. It is important 
to God that we who claim to love him take action in meeting 
the needs of our fellow hurnal} beings. In this way we show 
our love to God. It is concrete and unmistakable. If a man 
wants to know if he loves God he can determine whether he 
does or not. 

What is even more extraordinary about the story is that 
Jesus describes the compassion of the Samaritan, the man 
who loved God, by adding the ingredient of what I would call 
"unlimited liability." After he bound the man's wounds and 
took him to an inn and "took care of him" 1(verse 34) he then, 
in essence, wrote a blank check, signed his name to it and gave 
it to the innkeeper telling him to do whatever was necessary 
to take care of the man regardless of what the expense was. 
In other words, he told him to fill in the blank concerning the 
amount. This is the nature of unlimited liability. 

This is what Jesus means is to be involved in human relation
ships, especially when one is committed to God. A neighbor is 
someone who has mercy, takes care, and demonstrates a liability 
which has no limits. I realize that this is a goal but I also 
realize that this is the expected lifestyle of the person who 
loves God. 

How does this relate to you and me? This means that we 
first of all will view people the way God views them-as 
precious-and will meet their needs individually with loving corn
passion. Secondly it means that our time is so important that 
when needy human beings come into the picture they are to 

take precedence and priority in our schedule. Your time and 
my time is God's time and therefore it is time for another 
~uman being. 

We worship and serve the God who has claimed us in Jesus 
Christ when we make ourselves available to needy human beings 
and meet their needs. The one who "neighbored" the man was 
the one who had mercy upon him. He was the one who acted. 
Let's not let this story become so familiar that it becomes 
defanged; that is, robbed totally of its potent power. 

Let's allow Jesus to teach us by this story what is important 
to God and exactly how our love can be demonstrated con
cretely in human affairs. 

This is also clearly pointed out by reading the judgment 
scene in Matthew 25. If you will take the time to read it, you 
will see that love for the Lord takes concrete form in specific 
human situations. If we listen, God will tell us not only who 
our neighbor is but what it means to love him. I hope that 
you will extend unlimited liability to one other human being, 
and then two, and then three. 

Pray that God will increase the circle of people for whom 
you exhibit the liability of Christian love. I know that be will 
continue to teach us that our time, our money, our resources 
and talents are to be put at the disposal of needy human beings 
in order that we ·may properly demonstrate our appreciation 
and thanksgiving to the God who showed unlimited liability 
to us in giving Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins. Since 
he gave it all it becomes my appropriate response to give all 
back to him. I hope that you will take extra precautions not 
to presume that we understand this story but to realize that it 
is a life-long challenge to have the compassion of God which 
acts with the nature of unlimited liability. 

P. 0. Box 2439, Abilene, Texas 79604 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'7 
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THE ABUNDANT UFE 

God's Secret Wisdom 
O.H.TABOR 

Paul said to the Corinthians, "My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demon
stration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not 
rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. We do, however, 
speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are 
coming to nothing. No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a 
wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our 
glory before time began"(1 Cor. 2:4-7). He told the Ephesians, 
"I have already written briefly about the mystery made known 
to me by revelation, in reading this, then, you will be able to 
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was 
not made known to men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets" 
(Eph. 3 :3-5). This mysterious secret wisdom was that the 
Gentiles, through the gospel, might become heirs together with 
Israel in the same body and sharing together in the promise 
of Christ Jesus. 

When the proper time came God told his purpose. He told 
this secret by the Holy Spirit so that he could share in the joy 
of it. Now we actually understand something of God's generos
ity. Just when earth needed so much what earth could not 
supply, what the wisdom of man could not give, God supplied 
the grace through the act of Calvary for us all. When the way 
was so dark and so many hearts broken, peace was offered 
through the Prince of Peace. When man was wretched and 
astray, bewildered in soul and ignorant in mind, God stepped 
in and opened heaven and shared his secret with man so that we 
can understand his great and beautiful promises and program 
of living. 

His message, the secret that lay on his own heart through 
the ages can now hearten us, nerve us for life, reassure us of 
promises of God. From his beautiful message we receive cheer 
and encouragement all of which rallies us for traveling on. 
This is the message that moved the early Christians and gave 
them heart to stand through the struggles, hardships and 
persecutions of life. 

God had in mind to send a Saviour to this lost world from 
heaven. It was a new kind of invasion of earth and we hear 
Jesus Christ say, "I came down from heaven to do my 
Father's will" (John 4:34). 

God planned to set up a new kingdom where all peoples, of 
every race and class could come together in the one body in 
Christ. It is the gathering place of souls who are in love with 
Jesus Christ, as he points out in Ephesians two. God planned 
to give man a new life in Christ. Man can now become a 
new creature by the new birth. Paul said, "If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature" (2 Cor. 5:17). God planned 
to touch the earth with the powers of heaven so as to enable 
man to live through the stresses of life and stand through 
temptations that Satan might throw against him. 

The disclosure of God's secret to mankind results in man's 
redemption. Jesus came to buy man back by the blood of the 
cross. Peter said, "For you know it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you from your fore
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. He was chosen before the foundation 
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(creation) of the world, but was revealed in these last times 
for your sake" (Peter 1:18-20). 

The revelation of God's secret opens up for mankind a new 
way of life which had been prophesied long ago but waited 
the coming of Christ. The new and living way is the way 
of holiness and we read of it in Isaiah. "And an highway 
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called the way of 
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be 
for those; the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not en· 
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall 
go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed 
shall walk there: And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away" (Isa. 35:8-10). 

Upon this way of holiness, resurrected people may walk 
for Paul said, "Don't you know that all of us who were bap
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of God, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with 
him in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in 
his resurrection" (Romans 6:3-5). Neville Clark says, "It is in 
baptism that the resurrection reality is ever and anew pro
claimed. Here the resurrection event is made contemporary and 
visible. Here the earth trembles, and the stone is rolled away, 
as the power of the new age moves decisively forward in the 
work of re-creation. For the baptized man has put on Christ, 
has been reclothed in his risen life, has been drawn across the 
chasm and given the freedom of the new world. Passed from 
death to life, brought into union with the living Christ, he is 
inserted into the resurrection Body of the Lord." 

The revelation of God's secret in Christ opened for mankind 
avenues of worship and now man can go in prayer to his 
heavenly Father with singing in his heart and can learn more 
and more about Jesus through the word of instruction and 
can know the full meaning of communing with the body and 
blood of Jesus. 

The revealing of the secret of God affords man the throne of 
God's grace where man can come boldly and find help, mercy, 
pardon, strength, courage, peace of mind, and have faith and 
confidence renewed and strengthened, 

It means that all peoples can enjoy brotherhood, fellowship 
and unity and love in the one body, family, kingdom of the 
Lord. There they find hope, peace and love. 

It means that one can now have the help of the Spirit who 
works in us, (Phil. 2:13); Who leads us, (Gal. 5:18); Who 
bears fruit in us, (Gal. 5:22-25); Who helps our infirmities, 
(Rom. 8:26 Who utters cries to God's ears on onr behalf; and 
Who gives us strength to go on. 

Since God's secret has been revealed we have a new view 
of heaven. Jesus said that he will build a place for the people 
of God and that he will come and take us there to be with him 
forever. (John 14:1-6). Now we see more clearly the home 
for the soul. Man asked through the ages what would be out 
there for man? Now we know there is an abiding place for 
all who believe on Jesus Christ. Thank God for the revelation 
of the one time secret which he held through the ages in 
his own dear heart. 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

Let Us Have Unity, Not Strife 
CHARLES L. BILLINGSLEY 

Listed among the works of the flesh, which the inspired Paul 
warns to be destructive to the soul (Gal. 5: 19-21), is "strife" 
(KJV) or "factions" (ASV); translated from the Greek word 
eritkeia. The destructive attitude embraced by this word is 
demonstrated by the etymological degenerancy of the word. 
Originally it simply meant "working for wages." As time passed, 
however, the word's connotation deteriorated and took on the 
acquired meaning of "working only for wages"; it came to 
describe work which is done for no other motives than for pay. 
William Barclay depicts eritkeia as describing "that utterly 
selfish and self-centered ambition which has no idea of service 
and which is in everything for what it can get out of it for 
itself" (The Letters to the Corinthians, p. 264). This word, 
then, came to refer to those whose principal concern is with 
selfish gain and to those who are ready to do things only for 
profit. 

In Aristotle the word denotes a self-seeking pursuit of a 
political office by unfair means; it pictures a politician whose 
sole motive for his diligent thrust for office is, not to serve state 
or community, but to gratify his personal ambition, personal 
desires, or to exalt his political party. By this we can see the 
word describing the attitude of the man who is in public service 
for what he can get out of it and would resort to unscrupulous 
methods to accomplish his selfish purposes. 

Among Christians, the consequence of such a self-seeking, 
partisan attitude could only be contention, rivalry, and division. 
Only factions can develop around those who "seek their own, 
not the things of Jesus Christ" ,(Phil. 2:21). James warns, "For 
where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion and every 
vile deed" (James 3:16). 

With the above explanation, we can see that the New Testa
ment use of the word "strife" has reference to that selfish 
ambition which has found its outcome in quarrelings and factions 
within the body of Christ. This attitude is exemplified in 
Diotrephes: "I write somewhat unto the church: but Diotrephes, 
who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us 
not. Therefore, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works 
which he doeth, prating against us with wicked words: and 
not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the 
brethren, and them that would be forbiddeth and casteth them out 
of the church" (3 John 9, 10). Paul also identified this spirit 
in the church at Corinth: "for ye are yet carnal; for whereas 
there is among you jealousy and strife, are ye not carnal, and 
do ye not walk after the manner of men?" (1 Cor. 3:3). 

The partisanism that accompanies strife is in complete oppo
sition to the teachings of the New Testament. In Gethsemane 
Jesus prayed that all believers "may be one'. (John 17:21); and 
died that we all might be reconciled "unto God in one body" 
(Eph. 2:16). Paul exhorts, "make full my joy, that ye be of 
the same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind; doing nothing through faction, or through vainglory, 
but in lowliness of mind each counting others better than him
self"; (Phil. 2:2, 3). 

There is no stronger rebuke found in God's word than the 
rebuke delivered against those who would create a faction within 
the body of Christ. Hear Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 
"N I b h ' ow eseec you, brethren, through the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been 
signified unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that 
are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentions among 

you. Now this I mean, that each one of you saith I am of Paul; 
and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ 
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were you baptized into 
the name of Paul?" 

How sad to note that this same spirit permeates the church 
today. Over the past ye~rs we have seen at least two major 
divisions in the body of Christ, and a number of smaller ones. 
It is not unusual to find two or more congregations within a 
city, not because of growth, but because of church "splits." 
We all recognize that conditions in the church today parallel 
the conditions so soundly condemned by the apostle Paul. How
ever, and sadly, we are not as anxious and apprehensive about 
it as we should be. 

Elders of the Lord's church should maintain vigilance over 
the actions of any man, or men, who would promote a party 
spirit, either within the local church, or in the brotherhood. 
Paul, accordingly, warned the elders from Ephesus: "Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord 
which he purchased with his own blood. I know that after my 
departing grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to admonish every one night 
and day with tears" ~(Acts 20:28-31). Today's elders must be no 
less watchful for those who would "draw away disciples after 
them." The spirit of strife will continue to breed faction in 
the church wherever it is not checked. 

It also needs to be understood that the group, or faction, 
that is led off from the rest of the congregation and from the 
elders, is nothing more than a sect: ·a body that has separated 
itself from the church. Regardless of how loudly they may 
plead innocence, or how they may blame the elders-the ugly 
fact that they are guilty of dividing the precious body of Christ, 
still remains. And, unless the members of the congregation 
understand this, and support the elders in such a period of 
strife, that congregation will not stand the trial. To the brethren 
at Rome Paul said, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
that are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and tum away 
from them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, 
but their own belly; and by their smooth and fair speech they 
beguile the hearts of the innocent" (Rom. 16:17, 18). 

We tend to think of those who crucified Jesus upon Calvary's 
cross as the outstanding sinners of history. That is not so; for 
they did so out of ignorance (Acts 3: 17). The greater weight 
of guilt burdens those who, after twenty centuries, would de
liberately rend the body of Christ and fill it with sects and 
schisms. 

Conclusion 
No conscientious Christian would for a moment favor the idea 

of compromising the truth. Unity and fellowship, bought at 
the price of truth, is bought at too great a cost. However, we 
should be just as determined that no strife or factions ever 
mar the fellowship of the saints. 

Paul encourages those who would put away strife, as well 
as the other works of the flesh, to walk in the Spirit (Gal. 
5:16). We must learn to "love one another from the heart 
fervently" ( 1 Peter 1 :22) ; to be "kind one to another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other" (Eph. 4:32); and "see that none 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The New Testament is a collection of 
writings which make use of, not just one, 
but somewhere around twenty words to 
communicate to its readers the nature of 
a community of Christians (disciples, 
Christians, the body of Christ, brothers, 
holy ones God's people, etc.). Out of these 
twenty ~ords today's religious people 
have chosen f~r almost exclusive use the 
one word, ekklesia. 

In the first century. the work "ekklesia" 
was a Greek common. noun, never capital
ized, used in the ordinary everyday street 
language of the people. 

Also the word "ekklesia" was a "com
pound 'noun." The English language has 
many compound nouns (baseball, house
hold, gingerbread). The work "ekklesia" 
was a Greek compound noun made by 
combining the words "ek" (out of) and 
"kaleo" (I call). But a very important 
fact needs to be observed. Not all com
pound nouns are defined by the two words 
that comprise them. The word "household" 
is composed of "house" and "hold," but 
it does not mean "to hold a house." "Gin
gerbread" is bread that contains ginger, 
but it also contains other ingredients, so 
that its two words do not adequate,ly de
fine it. The two words which comprise a 
compound noun may not define it at all 
(household)) or they may not completely 
define it (gingerbread). In the same w~y, 
"called out" is not the complete meanmg 
of "ekklesia"; the two words from which 
"ekklesia" is ·derived do not adequately 
constitute its definition. This can be seen 
when one realizes that "ekklesia" ex
pressed a collective idea and people can be 
"called out" without being "called to
gether." 

It is often said that Colossians 1: 13 
teaches that "ekklesia" means "called 
out." Colossians 1:13, however, does not 
use the verb "called out" at all! Paul 
wrote: "He has rescued us ( rhuomai
rescue save, deliver) from the power of 
darkn~ss and transferred us ( methiste
mi-remove from one place to another) 
into the rule of the Son of His love." 
"Called out" was never expressed in the 
New Testament by one verb; that idea 
always took two words, as in 1 Peter 2 :9: 
"so that you may proclaim the glories of 
the One who called (kaleo) you out of 
(ek) darkness into His wonderful light." 

The first-century definition of "ekklesia" 
was stated in the New Testament itself 
very soon in the story of the spread of 
Christianity. In Acts 19, Paul came to 
Ephesus to teach people about Christ. 
Those who opposed that activity brought 
to the Ephesian amphitheater what is 
called in verse 32 and verse 40 an "ekkle
sia." This word is translated by both the 
King James Version and the American 
Standard Version as "assembly"! The 
town clerk of Ephesus, in attempting to 
calm this situation, told this "assembly" 
of people in verse 39 that if they had any 
grievances, they should take these to the 
"ekklesia," which word the King James 
Version and the American Standard Ver
sion again translated "assembly," and by 
which word the town clerk was referring 
to the group of leading citizens in Ephesus 
who held regular meetings for the purpose 
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of conducting city business and deciding 
city affairs. 

This citation from God's Word (sup
ported by both the King James and the 
American Standard Versions) should be, 
to all scripture-loyal people, sufficient by 
itself to establish the word's first-century 
meaning, but extra-New Testament litera
ture furnishes additional support. In 
Himerius (4th Cent. AD) Orations 39, 5, 
the word "ekklesia" was used to refer to 
a group or gathering of animals in the 
Thracian mountains. In Diogenes Laertius 
(3rd Cent. AD) 8, 41, Hermippus uses 
the word to refer to the community of 
Pythagoras. Josephus (1st Cent.) Anti
quities, 12, 164; 19, 332 uses the word, as 
Acts 19:39 does, to refer to a regularly 
summoned political body. 1 Maccabees 
(1st Cent. BC) 3:13 uses the word as 
"gathering or meeting." These writings 
are by no means presented here as divine
ly inspired, but they perform for us the 
very important service of showing us the 
meaning of words in first-century minds. 
They, as well as Acts 19, support the 
fact that first-century people were in the 
habit of using the word "ekklesia" to 
mean "assembly, group, gathering." 

When God's New Testament writers 
started writing their gospels and letters, 
a significant thing happened. These in
spired men took this common noun "ekkle
sia," an ordinary conversation-word of 
first-century people, and adapted it to 
their purposes, altering its definition, by 
one very ingenious technique. They added 
to it the phrases "tou Christou" or "tou 
theou," thus making it "assembly of 
Christ" or "assembly of God," thereby 
making the word "ekklesia" a term for 
Christians, communicating to first-century 
people a divine concept by employing a 
word from their common usage. Jesus 
himself was the first to do this with 
"ekklesia" in Matthew 16:18, calling it 
"my ekklesia." . 

Thus, the first-century meaning of the 
word "ekklesia" (as shown by God's words 
in· Acts 19 as well as extra-New Testa
ment usage) was "assembly, group, gath
ering," and in the minds of New Testa
ment writers, "assembly of Christ" or 
"assembly of God." Thus the New Testa
ment speaks: 

Upon this bedrock I will build up my 
assembly. (Matthew 16:18) 

Now on that day a severe persecution 
started against the assembly in J eru

salem. (Acts 8 : 1) 
And Saul was trying to destroy the 

assembly, entering into the houses. 
(Acts 8:3) 

This is the one who was in the assem
bly in the desert. (Acts 7:38, re
ferring to the Israelites gathered to 
hear the law) 

Therefore the assembly in the whole of 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had 

peace, being built up. (Acts 9 :31) 

Now it happened that even for a whole 
year they came together with the 
assembly and taught a considerable 
throng. (Acts 11 :26) 

Shepherd the assembly of the Lord 
which He acquired for Himself 
through His own blood. (Acts 20:28) 

Greet Prisca and Aquilla . . • and the 
group that is in their house. (Romans 
16:3, 5) 

All the assemblies of Christ greet you. 
(Romans 16:16) 

Paul . • • ·to the assembly of God which 
is in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1 :2) 

I sent to you Timothy •.• who will re
mind you of my ways in Christ Jesus, 
just as I teach everywhere in every 
group. ( 1 Corinthians 4: 17) 

For first when you come together in 
assembly, I hear that there are di
visions among you. (1 Corinthians 
11:18) 

And if there is no translator, let him 
say nothing in assembly. (1 Corinth
ians 14:28) 

As in all the assemblies of the holy 
ones, let the women be silent in the 
assemblies. 
(1 Conrinthians 14:38-34) 

Paul . • . to the assemblies of Galatia. 
(Galatians 1:1-2) 

To an extraordinary degree I perse
cuted God's group and pillaged her. 
(Galatians 1 :13) 

I was unknown by face to the Jewish 
groups in Christ. (Galatian 1 :22) 

And He gave Him (to be) head over 
all things to the assembly, which is 
His body. (Ephesians 1 :22-23) 

In order that the many-sided wisdom 
of God might be made known 
through the assembly. (Ephesians 3: 
10) 

To Him be glory in the assembly and 
in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 3:21) 

And He is the head of the body, the as
sembly. (Colossians 1 :18) 

On behalf of His body, which is the 
assembly. (Colossians 1:24) 

In order that you may know how it is 
necessary to act in God's household 
which is the living God's assembly, 
column and foundation of the truth. 
(1 Timothy 8:15) 

I will proclaim your name to my broth
ers; in the middle of the assembly I 
will sing your praise. (Hebrews 2 :12) 

From this list, it can be seen that New 
Testament writers regarded the words 
"body" (Ephesians 1 :22-23) and "house
hold" ( 1 Timothy 3:15) as synonyms of 
the word "ekklesia." 

The English language was first spoken 
on this planet as a Germanic dialect, 
known as Old English or Anglo-Saxon, 
which began to be spoken in northern En
gland some years after the Anglo-Saxon 
conquest of that island starting in 449 
AD. The earliest written Old English, 
however, did not appear until approx
imately 800 AD. If we allow 50 years for 
the conquest to have its effect on En
gland's native dwellers, that means some
time around 500 AD, the people in north
ern England started referring to a 
building erected for worship as a "cirice," 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Knowing Who You Are {1) 
JERRY HARVILLE 

Dr. Thomas Howard, professor of English at Gordon ·College, 
Wenham, Mass., has written regarding contemporary man's 
identity crisis and pre-occupation with self-discovery, 

"The whole enterprise of art in our century bears loud 
witness to it. The sole burden of poetry, theater, cinema, 
painting, and fiction in our time is that somewhere in there 
we lost ourselves and hence must grope pathetwaUy for any 
straw of alfirmatum that may float by in the dark." 

Dr. Howard locates the beginning of this fixation on selfhood, 

" .•• somewhere in the 18th or 19th centuries no doubt-
when, having exiled the gods, ·we had nothing left to con
template but oursedves." 

Unfortunately, this problem identified by Dr. Howard is 
not limited to secular man. Today's Church all too often is 
crippled by her own identity crisis, and weakened by her own 
blurred role-definitions. The very fact we today so frequently 
hear the question, "What is the work of the Church?", is itself 
a confession of lost identity, for the church's mission is inherent 
in her nature as the People of God (1 Peter 2:9). Therefore, 
I would argue that the primary problem facing a brotherhood 
reluctant to evangelize is not poor missiology, but blurred 
identity. Furthermore, this problem will not be solved through 
greater cultural and anthropological sensitivity since it is 
not basically a horizontal problem at all but rather a vertical 
one. 

What I am saying is that knowing clearly who we are is 
the key to knowing clearly what we should be doing. To know 
God, or rather to be known by "God (Gal. 4:9), is to have one's 
life profoundly changed and focused. 

Scripture Focus 

However, unlike Dr. Howard's modern identity seekers whose 
search turns inward in a thorough-going selfism, the Christian 
knows that man's identity like his destiny is not in himself, "it 
is not for man to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). It is God who 
gives us our identity--our new name (Rev. 2:17; 22:4) and, 
therefore, we must turn to the Great "I Am" to discover the 
meaning of the "I" of personal selfhood. The Christian knows 
that anthropology must grow out of theology. 

In view of this I have elected to focus on a passage of Scrip
ture in 1 Corinthians in which God spells out to disoriented 
Christians their profile as his People. As a corrective against 
Corinthian sectarianism ( 3:16-23) and Ia ter against moral im
purity (6:19-20), Paul uses strong language to reaffirm 
their identity in Christ. In shocked tones he cries out: "Don't 
you know ... ?/ Are you ignorant of this tremendous fact'/ 0'1" 
have you allowed the knowledge of who you are to fade until you 
have lost the power of it'l Do you not know'/ 

Because of space limitations I have zeroed in on vs. 16-17 as 
the framework for our study. Here Paul reminds us who we are 
as: (a) God's House (v. 16), (b) God's Jealous Possession (v. 
17a), and (c) God's Holy Place (v. 17b). The ·apostle says, "Don't 
you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's 

Spirit lives in you'l If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 
destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that 
temple." 

God's House 
Paul begins by reminding us quite plainly that as Christians 

we are the place where God lives (v. 16). The word he uses 
here is naos, temple, which is the technical word for the inner 
shrine or sanctuary where Deity dwells. He does not use the 
other word for temple, hieron, which is a general term for 
temple precincts, and the reason is clear: Both Jew and Gen
tile might speak of the "temple of God," but, while the pagan 
temple was inhabited by an image of a god, and the Jewish 
temple by a symbol of the Divine Presence (Shekinah), the 
Christian temple is inhabited by the Spirit of God himself. 

To internalize the meaning of that great truth is to be trans
formed as a people! Sadly, it was the neglect of that truth 
which led to the sectarianism and immorality at Corinth. They 
had forgotten the real meaning of the Church and her true 
function. 

But are we scarcely more perceptive today? The ancient 
Jews-who had far less to be excited about than we- referred 
to their temple as "the navel of the earth," indicative of their 
conviction that what was truly crucial and central to world 
affairs focused in Jerusalem. Yet, how often today Christians 
gather-the true naos theou---showing little or no awareness 
that they are by God's appointment the "navel of the earth." 
The naos is the place of Divine activity. That is what the 
Church really is. To see this is to ·banish the dead formalism 
too often passed off as worship in our assemblies. Furthermore, 
to see ourselves as "the navel of the earth" is to see our role 
in community and world affairs in a new light, and is to pray 
for kings and rulers with a new sense of responsibility and 
expectation that our prayers are powerful and effective. 

(More Next Week) 

4261 Hy 56 N, Jackson, Miss 39206 

LET US HAVE UNITY; NOT STRIFE 

(Continued from page 5) 
render unto any one evil for evil; but always follow after that 
which is good one toward another, and toward all" (1 Thess. 
5:15). 

Let every Christ-loving soul among us earnestly covet the 
fellowship of all the saints to such an extent that his efforts 
and prayers may be for the things that produce unity and 
fellowship and that discourages division and strife. Let the 
ranks of the Lord's army be unbroken. Let the body of Christ, 
fitly knit together in the unity of unbroken fellowship, present 
to the world a perfect picture of salvation by grace and living 
by faith. 

310 Chestnut, Idalou, TX 79329 
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The Good Samaritan Revisited 

The story of the good Samaritan is a 
classic; it has been retold in all kinds 
of ways, from children's stories to serious 
books. Recently at Princeton University, 
Dr. John M. Darley and Dr. C. Daniel 
Batson, both psychologists, set up a mod
ern day Samaritan situation as an ex
periment. 

In the experiment, they used students 
who were studying to become ministers. 
The students did not know they were 
part of an experiment. Each student was 
instructed to prepare a short talk on a 
specific subject. Some were to talk about 
why they had been called to serve God. 
Others were to prepare comments on the 
parable of the "Good Samaritan." 

The students were also told they were 
to have their talks taped at a recording 
studio on campus. Before leaving for the 
studio, the students were divided into 
three groups. The first group was told 
they would probably be late; so they 
should hurry. The second group was told 
they were expected right away. Members 
of the third group were told time was not 
a consideration; they could walk to the 
recording studio at their leisure whenever 
they finished preparing their material. 

Meanwhile, as students walked across 
the campus toward the studio, they saw 
a groaning, coughing "victim" slumped in 
a doorway. This was what the experiment 
was all about. Would the students stop? 

Sixty percent of the students kept right 
on walking! This included those about to 
speak on the parable of the Good Samari
tan. Most of the passersby belonged to 
the two groups in a hurry. In fact, only 
one student in the first group stopped. 
The group in the least hurry contained the 
largest percent of Good Samaritans. 

Actually, the word "Good" before Sa
maritan is not used in the parable as Jesus 
tells it, and the actual force of the parable 
is weakened by using "Good." Today a 
Good Samaritan is a person who gra
tuitously gives help to someone in dis
tress. But this wasn't so in the time of 
Christ. For, in fact, to the Jews, Samari
tans were not good. They were hated and 
despised. They were contemptible heretics 
with whom no good Jew would have any
thing to do. 

The enmity came about after the Jews 
returned from Babylonian captivity. At 
first the Samaritans were a break-away 
group of Jews of the North~rn Kingdom. 
They offered to help rebuild the temple 
and the wall of Jerusalem, but were re
fused. Angered by this rebuff, the enmity 
continued to develop, for in New Testa
ment times Jews would journey from Gali
lee to Jerusalem by way of Peraea instead 
of going throug Samaria, simply in order 
to avoid any contact with the hated 
Samaritans. 

When this is understood, Jesus' story 
of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25 and 
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following become even more meaningful. 
The parable was an answer to a question 
which a student of the law of Moses put 
to Jesus: "Teacher, what does a man need 
to do to live forever in heaven?" 

As he did upon many other occasions, 
Jesus answered the question with a ques
tion: "What does Moses' law say about 
it?" 

The lawyer's answer ended with a para
phrase of Leviticus 19:18 which includes 
the statement: " ... but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself . . ." The lawyer 
then asks who is his neighbor. Jesus re
plied with the well-known parable. At the 
end, the jewish lawyer is forced to admit 

that the Samaritan was the neighbor, be
cause the Samaritan had showed kindness. 

All men are equal in the sight of God. 
And this is the main point behind the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. The story 
of the Good Samaritan teaches the lesson 
that every person is a neighbor, even a 
member of a hated race. 

Finally, the story is an example of the 
power of Jesus' teaching. With a single 
parable he erased centuries of evil conno
tation from the word "Samaritan." Until 
then the word was a term of abuse; after 
the parable it became forever linked with 
the word "Good." 
P. 0. Box 38, House Springs, Mo. 63051 

Is Salvation by Faith Only? 
WALTER SWAIN 

It was one of the most climactic mo
ments of all human history. The time had 
arrived when God's message of salvation 
through Jesus Christ was to be preached 
to all men. The results of the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit had drawn a huge 
crowd together to listen to the apostles, 
and now Peter stood before them and told 
them that Jesus of Nazareth had been 
raised up by God to sit at his right hand 
in heaven. That this same Jesus that they 
had crucified a short time ago, was now 
reigning in heaven as Lord and Christ. 

Peter's listeners were convicted of sin, 
and came to see that they were in need 
of salvation through Christ. They cried 
out, "men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" 

If ever there was a time when men 
needed to be told exactly what God 
wanted them to do to be saved, this was 
it. The time was right, the time was ripe. 
What would the answer be? 

If Peter had been like many preachers 
of today, that preach from pulpits of 
modem churches, or over radio or tele
vision, he probably would have said, "All 
you need to do is accept Jesus Christ 
into your heart as savior, and believe 
that God has forgiven your sins for 
Christ's sake." Or he might have said, 
"Just bow your heads, and if you want to 
accept Christ, raise your hand, and you 
will be saved." Or, again, he might have 
said, "Just wait until you have a religious 
experience, and come and tell us, and we 
will vote to see if you can become one 
of us." 

Well, you can supply many other an
swers to this question, that would have 
been given by preachers of today, to the 
plea of the Jews, "What must we do?" 
Most of these responses would be given, 
as they are today, based on a belief that 
salvation is by faith only. 

But it is most interesting and instruc
tive that Peter, speaking under the in
spiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
of God on Pentecost, did not hesitate to 
tell the inquiring Jews, "Repent, and be 
baptized, everyone of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of your 
sins." 

Evidently, Peter had no hang ups about 
"faith only" salvation. He simply and 
clearly told the Jews that day that to be 
saved they must render obedience to the 
gospel, and do those things required of 
them by God to have the blood of Jesus 
applied to their sins. Peter did not seem 
to believe that in doing these things they 
would be in any way making salvation a 
matter of works. He saw these acts of 
obedience as necessary instructions to be 
carried out if one was to be saved. 

Why is it that those who claim to speak 
for God today will not give the same 
answer as Peter did on Pentecost, when 
sincere people today ask what they must 
do to be saved? 

Peter knew that our salvation comes 
only through the grace of God. He knew 
that there is nothing a man can do to 
earn his salvation. Yet, he did not hesi
tate to command those on Pentecost to 
do something to obtain salvation. Peter 
knew that salvation is conditional, and 
that God saves only those who meet the 
conditions he has given us to comply with 
in order to be saved. He knew that sal
vation is not by "faith only," in that God 
saves us at the moment we believe in 
Christ. That is why he commanded re
pentance and baptism as necessary pre
requisites to salvation. 

Yes, Peter did tell the Jews on Pente
cost exactly what God wanted them to 
do to be saved. Can we do any different 
today? 

6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, CA 92111 
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Teaching To Win and Develop Leaders in the Church 
LEONARD MULLENS 

In recent issues of the Firm Foundation, the esteemed editor, 
Brother Reuel Lemmons has rather often referred to the matter 
of leadership in and for the Churches of Christ. Obviously, if 
the church is going to win and develop better leaders for the 
future, this must be done through teaching, since teaching is 
the method that Jesus has chosen to be used in his church for 
such purposes. "And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and 
on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Perhaps the words of this text have been read and repeated 
before assembled members of the church of Christ more than 
any other words inspired 1by the Holy Spirit. We call this the 
Great Commission, and teach that it is applicable to us today 
even as it was to Christians in the first century. It brings to 
mind that old adage that "Famliarity breeds contempt" be
cause these ringing, challenging words of the Lord may have 
been read and heard by us so often that they do not impress 
us as they ought. This is tragic for us as Christians. 

The Great Commission is two-fold in its scope. First, we 
must "teach (disciple) the nations" and baptize the taught into 
Christ. But when this is done, we are not finished with these 
words of the Lord, nor are they finished with us! Second, we 
are to teach those baptized "to observe all things whatsover" 
Jesus has commanded us. It is at this point that there have 
been failures in the past, and we reap the results of that failure 
in the churches today. The last part of the Great Commission 
must be emphasized for us now. 

Need For Teaching Christians to Observe All Things 
Suppose that in the city where you live the infant mortality 

rate was 50%; that fifty out of each one hundred babies born 
died soon after birth, or before they were five years of age? 
That would cause the entire community to "rise up in arms" and 
demand of the physicians and public officials that something 
be done at once to remedy this tragedy. Suppose that during 
World War II 50% of our armed forces had deserted the ranks? 
What would have been the results? 

In the sparkling city by the sea, Corpus Christi, Texas, it is 
conservatively estimated that there are about five thousand 
people who have been baptized who never attend upon the 
assemblies of the saints. In Chicago, Illinois, the estimate 
is made that there are at least thirty thousand unfaithful 
church members. In a community in a northern state, with 
an active church of about fifty, a preacher said that he knew 
of between two hundred fifty and three hundred members who 
had turned from following after the Lord. What's the figure 
in your city or your community? How many people do you 
know who have been immersed into Christ who have ceased 
his service? Figures could no doubt be multiplied, but this is 
enough to establish the point: we have failed along the way 
to "teach them to observe all things" that Christ has com
manded. 

Does This Concern Us? Does it Matter to Us? 
We speak often of converting men who have not obeyed the 

gospel of Christ. We hold great workshops in various places 
over the country; we have training periods in congregations 
where we study the mechanics of personal evangelism, of cot
tage meetings, 'of methods to be used in spreading the gospel 
to the unsaved, the unconverted. All of this is good, but what 

are we doing to conserve the results of this great work? 
Surely we need now to pay more attention to our efforts to 
"teach them to observe all things" that Christ has commanded. 
However, we must add at once that this is not a "new problem." 
It is as ancient as the church itself. Jesus had John to write 
to the church at Ephesus: "But I have this against thee, that 
thou didst leave they first love" (Revelation 2 :4). It is doubtful 
that churches today have any new problems, for human nature 
being what it is, these "problems" seem to have a way of 
repeating themselves. 

In a gospel paper called The Bible Advocate, printed at 
Paris, Tennessee in 1845, there was a discussion of the problem 
of preachers leaving the ministry of the word of God to go 
into other fields of endeavor. That is a problem with us today. 
Another problem written about was that of people unfaithful to 
the assembly of the saints, and to it rather constant reference 
was made. One report told of a preacher who beat his wife, 
and who sold her slave, given to her by her father. It appears, 
in the words of King Solomon, that "there is nothing new 
under the sun." 

We need then, not only to win men to Christ, but as well to 
develop them in his service. This development comes about as 
we teach them to "observe all things" Jesus comanded. 

To Do This, We Must Have Real Leadership in the Church 
We would have to agree that certainly some of the fault in 

our failure to teach those baptized to observe all things has 
been due to a lack of leadership in the Lord's church. In fact, 
it is true that there is no more pressing problem before the 
churches of Christ today than this matter of leadership. In con
ducting meetings over the brotherhood in the recent past, it 
appeared that most congregations were either trying to select 
new leaders, or they were trying to rid themselves of the ones 
they had! So very many of the problems that plague us in this 
generation must be laid at the feet of untrained, inefficient 
leadership. Therefore, we must develop leaders in and for the 
churches of Christ. 

Real Leadership Comes About Through Teaching 
The only way to reach more efficient leadership in the 

congregations is through teaching and training those who have 
been immersed into Christ. The truth is that all the church of 
Christ accomplishes in this world is reached through teaching 
the will of the Lord Christ. There is nothing that a congrega
tion ought to do but that it is directly related to teaching men 
to observe all things that Christ has commanded. The only way 
then to provide solid, sound scriptural leadership in the churches 
is to win men to Christ, and then develop them into leaders 
through teaching the will of Christ. This is an obligation solemn
ly laid upon us by the Lord himself, in that command he gave 
to his disciples before he returned to the Father in heaven. 

The people of God must arouse themselves and go back to the 
Lord's way for providing leadership in the church, and that is 
through Christ's chosen method of teaching them to observe 
all things. 

1610 Lawnview Street, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

CORRECTION: After running an article May 6 by Clovis Shipp 
on this page, we have received information we did not have then. 
An article in the Firm Foundation does not endorse the author. 
For information call the church in Pampa, Texas.-Leonard Mul
lens. 
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BOYD MORGAN 

Boyd E. Morgan, gospel preacher and 
vice president fo1: development of Crowl
ey's Ridge College in Paragould, Arkan
sas, died Tuesday, J anuary 1, at the age 
of 62. Morgan conducted more than 300 
evangelistic efforts in 13 states during 
the 45 years that he preached. 

His first local work was in Lake City, 
Arkansas, while working at a secular job 
in J onesboro. He worked full time with 
congregations in Mammoth Springs, Ar., 
Corning, Ar., and Kennett Mo. In 1960, 
Morgan became a f ield representative for 
Crowley's Ridge Academy in Paragould 
and helped to initiate the birth of Crowl
ey's Ridge College. During his tenure as 
vice president of CRC, he preached for 
the Center Hill Church of Christ in Para
gould and the Palatka Church of Christ 
in Clay county, Arkansas. 

In 1967, Morgan published a book en
titled "Arkansas Angels," a tribute to his 
forerunners who preached and taught in 
the state of Arkansas. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 
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NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnis.bings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

INDIANA EFFORT SEEKS 
COMMON GROUND 

Preachers and elders from more than 
100 churches of Christ and independent 
Christian Churches assembled at Spring 
Mill State Park, Mitchell, Indiana, April 
28-29, to discuss "A Plea To Restore New 
Testament Christianity in 1980." 

Glen Crowe, evangelist for the Church 
of Christ at Thompkinsville, Kentucky and 
organizer of the discussion, addressed the 
subject, "We Be Brethren." Other speak
ers and subjects were Flavil Nichols on 
"Why We Do not Use The Instrument," 
Baxter Graves on "The Bible, Our Author
ity," and Don Oelze on "Where Do We Go 
From Here?" 

Speakers for the independent Christian 
churches were Phil Curry, Delbert Gray, 
and David Eubanks, president of Johnson 
Bible College .. 

The meeting accomplished the opening 
of communications with those divided 
from us for generations, challenged us to 
go again to the Scriptures for all that we 
teach and practice, and r eminded each 
that division is sin. The acappella singing 
was inspirational. 

Another discussion meeting is planned 
for next year. For more information write: 
Baxter Graves, Southland Church of 

Christ, 2201 26th Street, Bedford, Indiana 
47427. 

Jim Waldron, 33 Seymour Road 7-F, 
Hong Kong: The new English speaking 
congregation here in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong meets at : Apartment 28A - 7th 
Floor, 18 Granville Road, off Nathan Rd., 
Kowloon, H ong Kong. Phones: 5-228-636; 
3-661-805; 5-231-274 ; 5-242-964. 

FREE BOOKS 
In an effort to preach the truth to saints and 
sinners we are offering this book of 240 pages. 
containing twenty sermons, to churches and in
dividuals who will help us distribute them free of 
charge. They are packed 56 books to the box. 
and we will send a box without charge to those 
who pay the handling and postage, $8.00 for 56 
books. One book, postage and handling, $1. 
Endorsed by Guy N. Woods, Bobby Key and 
Batsell Barrett Baxter. Fifty-tive thousand 
already printed and a contract has been recently 
signed to publish a hundred thousand more. 
Order from: 

CLINE HANCOCK Route 2. Veron•. ,'ItO 85789 

~~~~~~·~~PlANN~NG·-·~o.~s~UI~o?·~~~·~~~OJ~ 

~ Continental Church Builders is in its 18 th year of s uccessful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward constr·uotion of <your new building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. \ 
~ 2811 Cohunbi.ue Place P . 0 . Box 40280 ~ 
~ (615) 883-2818 Nashville, Tennessee 87204 ~ 

, ___ .._. __ ....,....._... ____ ..._.....,....--__.....----...__...,_.._.._...----..-.." 
PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Schola rships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREAI:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Admin istrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Prac,tical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curricu lum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT- SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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EKKLESIA 
(Continued from page 6) 

later "chirche," and finally, a "church." 
It is extremely difficult to understand 
how this word which was not spoken 
anywhere on earth until 400 years after 
the New Testament was written and can
not be shown by a single citation to have 
been a word known to first-century peo
ple-how this word could be the definition 
of a first-century word, yet, that is what 
thousands of people today believe and 
teach! Asserting that "church" is not a 
building, we have teachers who continue 
to use the word "church," which desig
nated the buildings of the people of 
northern England! 

Premise 1: Most of us teach "we speak 
where the scripture speaks and we are 
silent where the scripture is silent. 
Premise 2: The scripture speaks the word 
"assembly, group, gathering." It is silent 
regarding the word "church." Conclusion: 
Those who teach the word "assembly, 
group, gathering" are honoring the scrip
ture's voice and silence; those who teach 
the word "church" are rejecting the scrip
ture's voice and silence and honoring in 
its place the voice of the 6th :century 
people of northern England! 

Three facts need to be realized : ( 1) 
While the King James Version makes use 
of the word "church," the New Testament 
as written in the first century, uses that 
word nowhere at all on any one of its 
pages! (2) Anyone who consults an En
glish dictionary will see that the word 
"church" has several definitions, all of 
them different. That means the word is 
totally inadequate for expressing the na
ture' or essence of a group of Christians 
who are functioning according to the first
century pattern of teaching and worship. 
(3) Since there are somewhere around 
twenty words used by scripture, God 
must have thereby intended to emphasize 
the many-faceted nature of a community 
of Christians instead of restz:icting that 
nature by the use of one word; and 
wouldn't it be logical to expect that those 
who are concerned about God's way of 
doing things would adopt the same usage? 
2902 Church St., East Point, GA. 30344 

NO REFUND 

J. C. Bailey 
110 6th, Ave. S.E., Weyburn, Sask. 

S4H lYS, Canada 

In the Firm Foundation of April 29, 
1980 there is an article by Carl W. Wade 
entitled: WHAT ABOUT THAT RE
FUND ? He is suggesting that brethren 
give their refund from their Income Tax 
to the work of the Lord. I think that the 
idea is good. I have a little problem 
though. I shall not get any refund. The 
reason that I shall not get any refund is: 
I did not pay any Income Tax. I have not 
paid any Income Tax since 1967. 

The reason I have not paid any Income 
Tax is because the government says that 
I do not have enough income, after de
ductions, to have to pay any tax. This 
has an advantage. I will not be tempted 
to spend the refund on my self or on my 
wife. 

If you unfortunate people who have to 
pay Income Tax and if you do get a re
fund and you want to know how to spend 
it the way Brother Wade suggests I hope 
you will remember the work in India. Just 
send that refund to Elders, Raytown 
Church of Christ, Box 9373, Raytown, Mo. 
64133. . 

Quentin Dunn, 1106 A St., Flores
ville, Texas 78114, April 24: I have just 
finished a meeting in Natalia, Texas. One 
was baptized. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

l;outbta~ttrn Jiliblical Jn•titutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

CARETAKER NEEDED 
Letoli Christian Camp 

Saint Jo, Texas 

SALARY-HOUSE-UTILITIES 

Contact: Gerald Elliott. Box 100, 
Saint Jo, TX 76265 817-995-2538 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smalf carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Ralph Perry To Coordinate 'The Work of 
The World Bible School in Nigeria 

Ralph Perry of Beamsville, Ontario has 
been selected by the Chisholm H ills 
Church of Florence, Alabama to coordinate 
the work of the World Bible School in Ni
geria. This responsibili ty is a tremendous 
task and challenge involving an estimated 
300,000 students in Nigeria plus thousands 
of teachers in America. Details of the wor k 
have not been completed, but primarily he 
will develop a followup program in coop
eration with Jimmy Lovell, Reuel Lem
mons, Tex Williams and other interested 
Americans working with World Bible 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2'/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

11;)·-·• I 

School. Thousands of W.B.S. students have 
been baptized in the past few years a nd 
thousands more are waiting to be contact
ed, and the process will be greatly im
proved by a full-time man working as a 
coordinator. 

Elvis H. Huffard, chairman of the mis
sion committee at Chisholm Hills and 
former missionary to Nigeria, made this 
observation: "We are fortunate in being 
able to send a man with the experience a nd 
qualifications that Ralph Peny has, plus 
having the love he does for Nigeria. We 
can expect an unsurge of conversions and 
church growth in the areas of Nigeria 
where the Church of Christ is little known. 
W.B.S. has gone into these areas and 
Ralph will be a good man to coordinate 
the follow-up." 
Chisholm Hills C of C, 2810 Chisholm Rd., 
Florence, AL 35630 

Homer Putnam Reeves, 1616 Oak Lane, 
Georgetown, TX 78626, May 1: "I am 
scheduled to speak at Ruston, LA., May 
18 on the occasion of homecoming a.td 
note burning. Fra nk Dunn will conduct 
the meeting at Gra nger, TX, May 26-30." 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details co School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Does Your Congregation 

NEED MONEY ? 
Maybe we can help! 

SHARE, INCORPORATED 
Church Finance 

DAROL BELL 
Consultant for Churches of Christ 
1207 Anetta,Bowie,Texas 76230 

Phone: 817-872-1851 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type_ 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 817-645-9203 

t-"U_I_Q_U_II_~_a_IJ_I-~ -~~-lt-O..U_ Q_U_U_I_U_ O_U_U _II_ a-~~.r, 
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BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P . 0 . Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 Ol' 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group r ate 

r.There is so much pain in the 

world . Serious illness has touched 

the I ives of everyone in some way. 

It has affected my life , too . It is 

so comforting to know others face 

similar struggles , isn 't it? Let's 

cope toge ther . I 'd I ike to hear 

from you:· 
Randy Becton,director 

e~~~~9 
Abilene ~ Texas ?9604 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12 o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3¥2 to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13¥2 years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus a nd more 
information 

Call collect ot· write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
T empe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 3, 1980 



Elders and preachers! 

"12 deadly errors 
that can wreck your 

building program 
budget 

and how to avoid them!" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company whose services are avail
able exclusively to churches of Christ. 

• More than one-quarter o f a billion dollars has been 
arranged for churches of Christ through church 
bond programs and conventional loans. 

• Over 1,250 congregations of churches of Christ 
have benefitted from the services of Affiliated 
Managers. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
financir.g, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedjcation. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette 
with the answers! 
How much building-debt can your congregation afford 
without ruining your regular church programs? Affil
iated Managers, Inc., which has been serving churches 
of Christ exclusively for over 20 years, gives you the 
answer to this and other church financing problems in 
this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

fArmiated Managers~z--------;:_F_80_5 
I 5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planrung a new I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should ~void. 

I Name/ individual 

I Addr.-ss/ Church 

I State 

I Function in congregation 

I 
I Telephone L ___ _ 
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BOOKS !Jn feview 
VOICES CRYING IN THE WILDER

NESS. David Roper. Restoration Pub. 
475.p/$12.50 Plus $1 for postage and 
handling. 

Here is an elegant book, well written 
and well bound, and containing a veritable 
gold mine of historic information concern
ing the church in Great Brita in and Aus
tralia. The Restoration in America, Eng
land and Australia is followed, with very 
little attention to the much publicized 
American scene and greater emphasis on 
the Australian movement with its roots 
more in Great Britain than in the U.S. 
An immense amount of research (with 
copious footnotes) makes this a valuable 
book for any library. It will be a prized 
collector's item in a very few years. His
tory of the Restoration in England is 
sparse, and so fa r as we know in Aus
tralia it was non-existent except in scat
tered bits and pieces. Roper has done a 
great work and you should have this 
volume. 

THE BIBLE ALMANAC. J. I. PackC>r, 
Merrill C. Tenney and William White. 
Nelson. 765p $14.95. 

"A comprehensive handbook of the 
people of the Bible and how they lived" 
is a concise descl'iption of this volume. A 
project involving 46 contributors, 4 edi
torial consultants and 2 coordinators, has 
been completed which puts at our f inger
tips information, maps, char ts, beautifully 
color ed illustrations and pictures, and a 
wealth of geographic and a rcheological in
formation, plus many, many more valuable 
bits of biblical information. Here is a 
repository of classified facts about 
people and cultures of Bible times that 
is really outstanding. Along with a Bible 
Dictionary, a concordance and a text, this 
!>ook should be a part of every home 
library. 

THE PICTORIAL NEW TESTAMENT 
(ACTS) College Press. 186 p. $9.95. 
This is one of the really outstanding 

works we have seen, especially for im-

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS EN ROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Li fe, 
Group Life Pla ns 
Retirement Pla ns 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 
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mature students. The New lnternational 
version text is matched with g raphics by 
a new artist who is a committed Christian 
in an excellent presentation of the book 
of Acts. Children will love it. Adults will 
f ind it the clearest presentation of Acts 
t hey have ever seen. It is something new 
in the format of the widely known "life 
of Christ" pictorial books. We predict a 
very favorable reception. 

THE PAPERBACK l\IARKET 

TEACH US TO PRAY. Albert G. Lem
mons. Privately P ublished. 84p. $2.95 

A thittcen lesson study book dedicated 
to an in-depth study of t he subject of 
prayer. Each chapter is fo llowed by dis
cussion questions. Based on lectures de
livered at Williamstown Bible College. A 
good gujde for class study, and a personal 
devotion handbook. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to !include the price. 

A ll books rc>' icwed here mn)' b e purchall<d 
(rom tho Firm Foundation Publis hinJ:" House. 
P lease add 70c !or pos tag e and h andling on 
orders of $ 10.00 or less ; B'i'o o n orders over 
10.00. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
12°/o ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

Th1s advertrsement 1s ne1ther an ofler to sen nor a sohc1tahon ot oUora to bUy any of these bOnds 
The oflermg Is made only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE - (214) 270-7583 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 3, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work br contn'CP• 
Uons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable marter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BWLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculu111 for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 15~5 S. Trlm· 
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
GU-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAK.mWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy n 
Spiritual Feast. 
VHA.THA.M. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 

BA.Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Pleasanton, CaUfornla 94S66 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KA.UA.J, 
HA.WA.II Ph. 332·8.628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3&49, 
Lihue, HI. 967~·6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16665 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School ol 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Hlli"J1er, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOlJS BOOKS BOlJGHT. For detallls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SlJN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Vhrlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. ~8th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
1\lonterrey, Me:dcoa Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL has openings for teachers and 
school administrator. Teacher positions lower grades 
throuJrh 7th. Administrator mny teach pnrt time, 
possibility of semi-retired individual. Good working 
conditions, ideal climate. Reply Don Mdver, Redland 
Christian Academy, 17700 S.W. 280th St., Home
stead, Fl 33030. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 Offset Press, complete with 
Plate Burner, Camera and Supplies. $1500.00. Ap
pleby Church of Christ. Route 10, Box 3040, Nacog
doches, Texas '75961. Phone: (713) 569-7618. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON. OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.l\1. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave .. 
u.s. 400 East Opposite K-Hart. Office 4'1'1· 
G2'11. Bobby Wade, MID. 4'16-40G6. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 

South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, 1\linister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:00 
P.M. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk· 
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
CARIBBEAN CHRISTMAS CRUISE FOR SIN
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (603) 226-3567. Ask for Bruce. 
Church of Christ in Carlsba~di-,-'T::,:;..;ex;:.:as;.;;.;...,-co_n_g_r_e_g_a.,..,ti:-o-n 
approximately fifty members, is in great need of 
either a full time or part time minister. Please call 
elders (915) 465-4291 or 465-4687. 
Firmly grounded Gospel preacher \vith seven years 
experience desires challenging work within reason
able commuting distance from college or university. 
Prefer active, medium-sized congregation located in 
friendly, small-town atmosphere. Let us grow to
gether in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview sermons 
available on cassette tape. Contact Michael and 
Joy Holmes: 5028 Bowser, #A: 214/522-1617; Dal-
las, Texas 75209. · 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 

=--..---,~ ....... -:Dallas, Texas 75229 
Preacher Needed: The Lord's Church at Rison, Ark. 
is looking for a sound, experienced, married preach
er with emphasis on personal work and leadership. 
Can furnish a new modern three bedroom home 
plus a good weekly salary for right man. If Inter-· 
ested contact Don Hockett, Box 626, Rison, Ark. 
71665 or phone (501) 325-6960. 
S11mmer Camp-June 16th-20th, Kin&rsland. Total 
cost $35.00. Free brochure ; Owen Cosgrove, Director, 
4410 West Illinois, Midland, Texas 79703. 915-694-
3614. 
Smnll determined congregation in a densely popu
lated New England city looking for dedicated man 
with preaching, teaching, and sparkplug capabili
ties. Some experience necessary. House provided and 
some support. Reply to Church of Christ, 284 Mont
gomery St., Chicopee, Ma. 01020. 
Small Congregation In South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, :F'alfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WANTED: Experienced minister for congregation 
125-150 members. Send qualifications and recom
mendation to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 526, 
Whitesboro, Texas 76273. 
Christian businessman wants to sell established 
donut business In East Texas. Great possibilities. 
Strong and growing congregation in the area. Call 
George Stegall (214) 792-3631 or after G:OO p.m. 
(214) 792-8604. 
I will trade a copy of my new novel STRAWBERRY 
RIVER FARM ($5.00) for any of the following: 
THORN IN THE FLESH. A BEAUTIFUL FASCI
NATION or A GLORIOUS SUMMER, or a hard
backed "BE A MAN, SON." All these sold originally 
for less than $3.00, and are now out of print. 
Wm. Kay Moser, Rt. 5 Box 136, N. Little Rock, 
Ark. 72118. 
Have missionary family to locate in midwest or 
west. U.S. city of 30,000 to 100.000 preferred. Send 
all inquiries to: Mission Committee. Hartford Ave. 
Church of Christ, 1906 Joe, Ponca City, OK. 74601 
or call (405) 766-3610. 
FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Idenl for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 30 mi. ver hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available In Texas. 915-547-2211 or 
547-2373. 

P~her needed for self suppartlng congregation 
wtth avg, attendance of 90. Experience as full-time 
pulpit. preacher and desire to do personal work 
essent1al. Send resume to Bob Crawford, Church of 
Christ, 330 Dorset St., S. Burlington, VT. 05401 
(may call at 802-985-2391, evenings), 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Ca~ada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
carmg professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129 

Each office is Independently owned and opemted. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3088 Sedona. 
Ariz. 86340, • ' 

li'OR SA.LID 
New and usE\d church buses 

School. Bus Exchange Phone 216-1918 
Dallas. Texas 

WashlngtoD, D.c. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria.. VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'll-4lf7, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 847-1806. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2206 Flushing Road, Flint. Michi
gan 48604. 
Youth minister needed for a congregation of over 
~00. Evangelistic emphasis on all activities. includ
mg youth. Contact the elders, University Church of 
Christ, 1666 University Avenue, Las Cruces, NM 
88001. Phone (605) 522-6707 or (505) 622-7174. 
FOR SALE: Standard double entrance .fiberglass 
baptistry in very good condition. $1600.00. Call 
806 795-5201. 
Preacher desiring to re-locate in USA. Husband/ 
wife personal evangelism team. Available July 1, 
1980. J.tull time work. Contact Bob Ekman (705) 
942-0993, 12 Willow Ave., Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
Canada P6B 6A9. 

MONTREAL-QUEBEC 
Needed-Maturer of Men. 

Second Timothy-Chapter 2 Verses 1 & 2 
House and Salary provided. 

Lachine Church of Christ 
c/o Michael Mazzalongo 
Area Code 514-634-2840 

WANTED AFI'ER JULY 1: Preacher for small rural 
congregation. Located some seven miles southwest of 
San Benito, Texas. House furnished. Contact Ranger
ville Church of Christ, c/o B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, 
Box 57, San Benito, Texas. Tel. 612-0962 after 
5:00P.M. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
trle. to screen advertising, and wiD Dot 
knowingly take questloDable advertldDg. 
But It Is the reader's responalbiUty to ID• 
vestlgate. Like aDY other paper, we some
times unwittingly run nD unworthy ad. 
All the old aa7lng goes, before you Invest. 
IDvestlaute I 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. Instructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad. check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped ~oe addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St .. Abilene, Texas 79e01. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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WE'VE SPENT A LONG TIME 
GETTING READY FOR YOU! 

1917 Bible Chair founded at the University of Texas (first Bible Chair among 

churches of Christ). 

1951 Bible Chair Program revived after World War II by Ray McGlothlin (12 hours 

Bible Credit possible through the University of Texas). 

1961 Decision by elders of University Avenue Church of Christ to develop in Austin 

a program for training ministers and missionaries. 

1975 Institute for Christian Studies founded. Fully accredited upper division Bible 

courses offered for the first time. 

1976 Fully accredited Bible degree (Bachelor of Biblical Studies) offered through 

Institute for Christian Studies in Austin (by special arrangement with Abilene 

Christian University). 

1978 Program of training {or ministry inaugurated, fulfilling a dream of many years. 

19_ Date you enrolled in the ICS. 
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If you have accepted the challenge of ministry and are interested in the finest 

preparation, we invite you to investigate the Institute for Christian Studies. Write 

{or information to: Registrar 
Institute for Christian Studies 
1908 University Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78705 
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ST. MAARTEN MISSION TEAM 

The St . Maarten Mission Team is making p la ns to make an initial movo 
to the country of St. Maarten in the West Indies this coming August. Tho 
team is composed of six families and one single man. They are: Jim and 
Julie Crisp, Stan and Barbara Thompson, Barry and Debbie Lo ng, Leslie 
and Christy Jones, Roger and Martha Dickson, Jim and Kim Allen a nd 
Rex Long. 

Churches are needed who will sponsor and support team members. 
Contact Don Richard son (elde r) Eastwood Church of Christ, Hutchinson , 
Kansas, 67501, phone 3 16-662-7062, or Roger Dickson, 318-396-2112. 

Austin, Texas, June 10, 1980 
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Progress in the Carolinas 

We had the privilege recently of participating in the 
South Carolina Evangelism Seminar, sponsored by the 
Shandon church in Columbia, South Carolina, and of 
speaking to that congregation on Sunday. Kenneth 
Reed preaches for t he Shandon church and Randy 
McKean directs the Bible ministry at the University 
in Columbia. Together, these men directed the seminar. 

In the evolution of things, "Bible chair" has turned 
into "Campus Ministry," and "Bible Chair Director" 
has become "Campus Minister." There are f ive such 
ministries at least in the Carolinas, at Raleigh, Donald
son, Greenville, Clemson, and Columbia. That's great 
in two states in which there were hardly a half dozen 
congregations just three decades ago, and where now 
there are over 175 congregations. 

Kenneth Reed did one of the great works among us 
for many years at the University of Alabama, in Tusca
loosa, and is author of several books dealing with the 
problems college-age youngsters face. Randy McKean is 
doing his first work there, and makes an excellent im
pression with his stability and Bible centered approach. 

Over six hundred college-age students, and church 
leaders especially interested in campus work, gathered 
for t he event. 

This campus work especially appeals to us. Getting 
into dormitories and having Bible studies with young 
people who are shaping their thinking for a lifetime 
is crucial. We ought to have a campus ministry on 
every college campus in America. Elders and preach
ers do not go there as a rule. It takes a special kind 
of person to do this work. People who can't and won't 
do it can always criticize it from afar. Elders who 
haven't been there and who do not know anything 
about it except what t hey have heard from those who 
have never been there either can greatly hinder such 
work. But God may be watching when they do. 

The sign of a good church is not a large member
ship and a heavy budget, but the ability to reach out 
into the community and convert people. Reproduction 
of believers is the primal business of t he church. We 
have noted that more than 50 % of the churches in the 
whole brotherhood that baptized more than 100 per
sons last year were congregations engaged in reaching 
college students-and many of them were almost mis
sion points themselves. 

The world, faced with a deadly epidemic, is offered 
a vaccine. Churches working on college campuses are 
reaching the people who will lead the world tomorrow. 
We need churches that take seriously the purpose for 
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which they were put here. Ministries reaching key 
people who will direct the affairs of our society have 
a great opportunity and a great potential. 

It goes without saying that these ministries must 
be straight, and true to the Bible. Since they often 
are not as directly responsible to elders as congrega
tions are, their operations should be carefully super
vised. But then, not all con-ection has to be done by 
elders. They have the task of stopping false teachers, 
but so does everyone else. E lders do not have a monop
oly on this responsibility. 

We do not need to defend anybody, or carr y the 
torch for any cause, but feel r esponsibility to say 
that we have studied the speeches, read the articles 
and listened to the tapes of the critics of these works 
very carefully, as well as the works of these ministrjes 
themselves and confess that we do not find most of 
the elements at all that others think they see. True, 
many of them do not do things like we would do it, 
but methods are strictly a matter of opinion, and until 
someone comes up with scriptures that are being 
violated, one opinion is about as good as another. 
Criticism has acted as a refiner 's fir e to purge out any 
dross that might have been there and to leave a beauti
ful service to the kingdom of Heaven. For Heaven's 
sake, let us treat it that way, rather than by a cam
paign of calumny destroy these good works, as we have 
so many others. Insist in their remaining true to the 
book-yes. But do not destroy them because their 
opinions and methods may not be the same as ours. 
After all, they are baptizing people, and are retaining 
in faithfulness a far greater per centage of them than 
the average church is. More than 50% of t hose at the 
Columbia Seminar had been members of the church 
for less than 36 months. Elders owe it to the God they 
ser ve to determine just what is purely opinion and 
what is a matter of faith. 

If there were ever a place where we ought to have 
a group of the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven 
wielding an influence on an earthy environment, it 
would be on the campus of a godless university. The 
darkness of hedonism needs a spark of light some
where. Peer-pressure is so great there that Christians 
are losing almost all their children who go there to 
the Devil. We ought to keep the evidence of God's 
operative grace there for all to see. 
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Most of the material concerning Church 
Growth deals exclusively with numerical 
growth for a congregation. The emphasis 
seems to be on programs, unique group 
and special techniques to produce the de
sired growth. Lip service usually is given 
to the idea that a congregation needs to 
be growing spiritually. I began to wonder 
-how can one objectively determine 
whether a congregation is growing spir
itually? The usual ambiguous answers 
one gets to such a question leaves one 
empty. 

First of all, let me state that I believe 
the scriptures teach spiritual and nu
merical growth go hand in hand. In Ephe
sians, chapter four, we have a presenta
tion of God-given growth for any 
congregational body. In the first six verses 
there is an appeal to congregational unity. 
Until unity prevails in a church, there 
cannot be growth. 

Then Paul points out that the individual 
talents necessary for growth are the gifts 
of God through Christ. Leadership is spe
cifically the gift of God for growth ac
cording to verse eleven. The apostolic 
prophetic word, the New Testament scrip
tures, still provide a divine leadership for 
every congregation. Evangelists, pastors 
and teachers are still to be considered a 
gift of God to the local Body of Jesus. 

The purpose of Biblical leadership is 
pointed out in verse 12, "to prel>are God's 
people for works of service so that the 
body of Christ may be built up." Chris
tian leadership's goal is to prepare every 
Christian for works of ministry to the 
end that the whole church is built up. 

The direction we teach and train the 
local congregation is toward true Chris
tian maturity by the standard of Jesus. 
This allows a congregation to achieve 
a stability that overcomes a childish 
erratic behavior. When the growth isn't 
ce'!l~ered in programs, projects, person
abbes, or techniques but in a deepening 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
it will produce healthy Body life. A clos~ 
and unified local body of Christ, which is 
cultivating an intimate personal relation
ship with the Lord can't help but be 
evangelistic and continue to build up 
everyone in a congregational context of 
love. This is accomplished only as long 
as every member of the body fulfills 
his/her ministry. 

Spiritual growth produces evangelistic 
growth and spiritual health continues 
evangelistic activity. The only other type 
growth is cancerous. Cancer is the rapid 
spread of unhealthy cells throughout the 
body. in other words, a healthy spiritual 
body can't help but grow evangelistically 
and evangelistic growth that doesn't have 
a strong, spiritual growth as its base is 
cancerous. 

However, this is all theoretical. What 
constitutes true spiritual growth? How 
can you objectively evaluate where a 
congregation is spiritually? How can one 
continue to determine if a congregation is 
growing spiritually? The following is a 
practical suggestion. A fifteen-question 
spiritual inventory questionnaire was de
vised and administered to the University 
Church of Christ in Denver, Colorado, in 

Spiritual 
Inventory 

BRUCE WADZECK 

March of 1980. The purpose was to be a 
brief but comprehensive tool to evaluate 
where the University congregation is, 
spiritually. This is a first-time pioneering 
effort and we had no known congregation 
to follow. The questions are inadequate 
and in need of improvement. I share this 
in hope that you can improve the concept 
and use it to the glory of God in your 
congregation. 

Personal Relationship to God 
The first three questions dealt with 

the members relationship to the Lord. The 
first two questions were: How many times 
in an average week do you read the Bible 
out of a church building setting? How 
many times in an average week do you 
pray outside of a church building setting? 
It was our thinking that a personal re
lationship to the Lord requires a two-way 
communication. God speaks to us in his 
word, the Bible, and we speak to him via 
prayer. These results were quite interest
ing. Our people tend to pray much more 
than they take time to listen to the Lord in 
his word. 

Less than 40% of our congregation were 
daily Bible readers. Seven percent of our 
congregation said they never read the 
Bible and six percent never prayed! The 
third question in this category was: How 
do you feel about your relationship to 
the Lord? __ very intimate _fairly 
close __ not very close __ alienated 
or distant. This question allowed for an 
obvious subjective element in that a per
~on co~ld feel close to God and yet not be, 
1~ reahty. However, it told us how people 
VIewed their relationship to God. 

Relationships Within the Congregation 
Our two questions in this area were 

designed to determine the quality of our 
relationships in the Body. The first ques
tion asked: How many close personal 
friends do you have in this congregation? 
The second question sought to know . if 
these relationships were only social or 
if it had spiritual dimensions. How many 
persons in this congregation do you feel 
close enough to confess your sins and 
seek advice from? Only 7% said they had 
no close personal friends in the congre
gation, while 27% had no one congrega
tionally they could confess their sins to. 
This is a typical problem in most con
gregations, I believe. Our fellowship is 
more social than spiritual in nature. 

Evangelism 
The most effective evangelism is out

reach to friends of our members. The po
tential for this type of growth is directly 
dependent on the number of close personal 
friends our members have that aren't 
Christians. How many close personal 
friends that are non-Christian do you have 
that you could teach about Jesus? Nearly 

30% of our members said they didn't have 
any relationships of this type with out
siders. However, our people had an aver
age of four people of this type they could 
teach. This is probably a rather typical 
statistic for a metropolitan environment, 
where people move in and out, frequently, 
and often seek anonymity. Our people 
must be encouraged and helped to build 
relationships to outsiders. The second 
question asked, How many people have 
you helped lead to Christ outside of your 
immediate family. An amazing 66% had 
never experienced this joy. Even though 
we baptized 84 persons into Christ last 
year, a majority of the congregation have 
remained on the sidelines. The third ques
tion was more pertinent as it asked, How 
many people have you talked to about 
their relationship to God in the past few 
months? There was an encouraging in
crease over the preceding statistic, since 
only 44% said, no one. That means that 
some of our people who haven't led any
one to the Lord are trying to share their 
faith. However, this js an unacceptable 
percent of silence concerning this vital 
area. 

Biblical & Practical Knowledge 
The next two questions asked for in

dividuals to evaluate their Biblical knowl
edge. This is valuable material for an 
educational minister, education commit
tee or coordinators. We asked them to 
rate their proficiency of knowledge con
cerning the following areas: __ Gospels 
__ N.T. Letters __ O.T. Law __ 
O.T. Wisdom literature __ o.T. Proph
ecy. They were to mark each area on a 
scale of 0 to 10, with 0 representing no 
knowledge and 10, sufficient knowledge. 
The results were not surprising as they 
said they knew the Gospels the best and 
the Prophetic Literature of the 0. T., the 
least. The second question asked: Check 
the areas you feel a need for more in
struction in. __Family life __ 
Christian Evidences __ Sharing your 
Faith __ Basic Christian principles of 
living. Then we asked for any specific 
requests and left a blank space. 

Christian Ethics 
The first asked, Are Christians respon

sible to respond to social issues, such as 
the Clean Up TV Campaign? Only 11% 
ruled out a Christian's involvement in the 
social dimensions of the ethics of Jesus. 
The next question asked for the partic
ipants to check the following areas that 
they thought the Bible specified as sin. 
The list included adultery, stealing, hate, 
public dancing, profanity, homosexuality, 
speeding, jealousy, social drinking, smok
ing, cheating on your income tax, making 
an excessive profit and gossip. The results 
on such a question is destined to surprise 
you. After numerous sermons on most 
of these topics, our people still don't 
consider all of these as sinful as others. 

The Final Three 
The concluding three questions cover 

diverse areas of concern. The first one 
asked · two related questions about the 
congregation's personal salvation. Do you 
think a person can be confident about his 
relationship to God? I was pleased that 

(Continued on page 11) 
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RAYMOND C. KELCY 

In the first Psalm the writer gives a contrast of the godly 
and the ungodly man. There are a number of differences given. 
However, the one which is pre-eminent and which is the root 
of all the others is the fact that the godly man delights in the 
word of God and meditates upon it day and night. In his hours 
of busy activity he brings up from the storehouse of Bible 
knowledge choice bits of truth and his soul delights in medi
tation upon them. In his hours of rest he studies God's word 
and delights in thinking about its sacred truths. 

A Look At Jesus 
Jesus was extremely busy. He was constantly going about 

doing good. But he carefully chose seasons of solitude and 
prayer. At times he went into a desert place. At other times 
he would climb a mountain. In these secluded places he replen
ished his strength; he quenched his thirst at the ever-flowing 
fountain of p_rayer and meditation. The great truth should 
immediately be impressed upon our minds that if Jesus felt 
the need of such times, then how much more should we! If Jesus 
felt the need of drawing apart from the multitudes, even from 
his relatives and friends, in order to be with God alone, surely 
you and I should feel such a need! 

Don't Fear Solitude 
Do you fear to be alone? Ours is a generation that longs 

for the fever and the bustle of excitement. We long for the 
crowds. There are still millions of lonely people in the world, 
but never a time when so few were alone. We all need periods 
of voluntary exile. The high purpose of soul-rebuilding re
quires such periods. They furnish the opportunity for medita
tion, introspection, and prayer. Yet, we should realize that 
when we are alone, we in reality, are not alone. Jesus could 
say, "I am not alone, for the Father is with me" (John 8:16). 
If we could always realize this-that we are not alone, then we 
would never fear solitude. In fact, this realization would cause 
us to seek periods of solitude in order to be alone with God. 
We would then not fear to make this a daily experience. More
over, we can develop to the point that we can joyfully anticipate 
such periods spent with the Father. 

Importance of Thinking 
"As he thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs 23:7). "Out 

of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh" (Matthew 
12 :34). There is no denying the fact that character is shaped 
by one's thinking; and if one's speech is to be purified, then 
the source must be purified. He whose meditations are on that 
which is vile -and unlovely will betray his true character in 
slips of speech, in facial expressions, or in some other way. But 
he who thinks on that which is good, that which is true, that 
which is of good report, will likewise show by his words and 
actions what type of person he is. It is true that only God 
knows what a person is thinking-that is, God and the one who 
is doing the thinking. But the fruits of wrong thinking will 
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come out in a person's life. It is possible to hide selfish and 
lascivious thinking from one's fellowmen, but it is not possible 
to hide the dwarfed and misshaped personality that eventually 
is fo1:med by a lifetime of such thinking. 

This matter of concentrated meditation on truth and goodness 
is deserving of more of our attention and our teaching, some
times a house falls- that is, a life goes down in shame. It is 
then revealed that the foundation was sand. The character 
that many thought to be steadfast and unmovable turned out 
to be vacillating and unsteady. Many a sudden crash was not 
so sudden. It was merely the logical and inevitable outcome 
of a mind that had spent many precious hours of precious 
time in meditation upon that which is destructive of character. 

A Battle With The World 

To spend periods of solitude alone with God often requires 
a battle with the forces of the world. Our world of today does 
not give much opportunity to be alone. We have to put up a fight 
to enjoy this great privilege. We have to say "no" to many 
a request and turn a deaf ear to many a voice. It is a matter 
of being men, not mice. It is a matter of choosing what is im
portant. It is a matter of whether or not we shall major in 
minors. We are, one of these days, going to stand in judgment 
before the great God of the universe and give an account 
of the way we spent our time. We are stewards of time. Yes, 
we are going to turn in a time card. If someone wants to insert 
at this point the fact that a life of idleness is sinful, there is 
no argument to be had on this point. But surely no one will 
regret at the judgment that he spent many hours in meditation 
and prayer-hours in which only he and God were present. 

This world is ever with us in one form or another. When we 
arise in the morning we hear its voice-unless we shut our 
ears to it· and, like Jesus, seek an occasion to be alone with God. 
The world's music is ever deafening our ears; its advertise
ments are constantly making their appeal; the "news" is al
ways seeking an ear: We are living in a constant hurry. We 
are usually a part of a group. In the midst of it ali, God stands 
and pleads for us to "Be still and know that I am God" (Psalm 
46:10). 

Take Time 

It has truthfully been said that the only way to have time 
is to make time. Make time to be alone. And while you are 
alone with God, talk to him. Meditate upon his word and let 
him talk to you. How wonderful to hold such sweet communion 
with our God! You will find this joyful experience enriching to 
your life. It will strengthen your purposes and your resolutions. 
It will help to drive away those periods of spiritual depression. 
Yes, if you wish to be more like Christ, checker your life with 
solitude. Take time to be alone with God. 

Oklahoma Christian College 
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To Him That Hath Shall Be Given 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Jesus concluded the parable of the talents with the ad
monition, "To him that hath shall be given and to him that hath 
not shall be taken that which he hath." There were other 
occasions when Jesus commended those who have and con
demned those who had not. In particular, Jesus praised those 
who had ears to hear and he phrased his message in such a 
way that those who did not would not be able to understand. 

Here, the stress is on doing. The one talent man has just lost 
his one talent because he failed to use it, while the five talent 
man has received not only his gain of five talents but the unused 
talent of the negligent disciple. At first hearing, such treatment 
may appear to conflict with all that Jesus taught. The rule 
seems to be the rule of the world which allows the rich to 
get richer and the poor, poorer. 

It may be partly imagination, but it does seem that the 
breaks come to those who need them least. A millionaire can 
make his second and third millions much more readily than 
the poor man can make his first. Although the first impulse 
is to think of money when this rule is considered, it does not 
stop here. In the social realm, the popular person who has 
more friends than he needs certainly finds others who want 
to cultivate his friendship. In contrast, the person with few 
friends finds it difficult to make new acquaintances. Other 
areas of life could reveal the same lesson: "To him that hath 
shall be given." 

Why, it may be asked, does life work in favor of those 
who have? For one thing, the pressure is off the one who has. 
The millionaire can make large investments without fear, 
while a man of less means would be ruined if such an invest
ment failed. It may be unfair, but, usually, it does take money 
to make money. In addition, the wealthy man can get help. As 
Proverbs 19:4 states, wealth brings many new friends. The fact 
they are gone when the wealth is gone does not deny the useful
ness they may have previously provided. 

Since the law cannot be denied, what are we to make of it? 
Is it good or bad? Actually, the law is simply a fact of life 
which we can have working either for us or against us. As a 
spiritual law, it is of greatest importance, although as utilized 
in a worldly way stands in danger of condemnation. · 

Spiritually, we may choose whether or not to be wealthy. Even 
the one talent man was once among the havers, but he early 
forfeited his possessions. Some, like the one-talent man, insist 
they would serve the Lord, but they are never asked to do any
thing. Usually, in such cases, the one complaining has never 
shown his willingness to work. When important work is needed, 
the opportunity to do it is given to the one who has shown 
himself faithful in little things. 

New tasks are usually given to those who are already busy. 
A common saying tells us that if we have work to do, give it 

to a busy man. It might seem that the busy man already has 
enough to do, yet we often find that the busy man can add 
another job to his work easier than the sluggish man can 
begin. The explanation is not difficult to find. The busy man 
already has momentum. Since he is already moving, he can 
do some things while the sluggish man is getting out of bed. 
The busy man is ready. He is an excellent illustration of the 
principle: "To him that hath shall be given." 

Others insist they would do more if they were capable, yet 
few skills are acquired immediately. The advantages of skillful 
work come to the one who has struggled, often ineffectively, 
in the past. Most anyone will do a job if he can do it 
expertly, and if it is a good work it deserves being done cor
rectly. However, we should add to this truth a prior truth 
that "anything worth doing is worth doing badly." Most skills 
are acquired only after repeated practice. Usually the first 
efforts in anything worth doing are rather feeble, yet they must 
be made if progress is to come. It is at this point many drop 
out. They would do the job if they knew how to do it well, but 
since they must first do it in a feeble way, they will not pay 
the price. 

The situation of the church as a whole illustrates this rule. 
Large churches attract many because of the services they have 
to offer while the struggling church has trouble even caring 
for itself. Within the Church, there are many fringe members 
along with the faithful. Any preacher would want, most of all, 
to reach the fringe members. Nevertheless, it is usually the 
strong Christian who gets the most out of any service. Like 
those commended by Jesus, they have ears to hear. It is easier 
to help a strong Christian grow stronger than to change a 
weak Christian into a strong Christian. The strong Christian 
has already channeled spiritual blessings to come his way; thus, 
it is only a matter of helping fill him. In contrast, the weak 
Christian does not have his life open to God's blessings. Helping 
him will require some difficult rearranging of his life. 

Just as clearly, Biblical knowledge and the life of prayer 
bring ever increasing dividends. Those with broad Biblical knowl
edge have a background to grasp new Biblical truths as they 
are encountered, while to one with sparse knowledge such as 
the Hebrews, it is necessary to go over the same elementary 
facts again and again. In the same way, earnest prayer gives 
a growing confidence and ability for the next time of prayer. 

In every situation, we see the principle true: "To him that 
hath shall be given." It is not a question of whether we like 
the rule or not, but whether we have it working for us or 
against us. The law will work for everyone who chooses to 
have it on his side. 

Harding University, Station A, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

5 [373] 



The Role of Revelation in the Mormon Church Today 
W . H ARLAND DILBECK 

Under the same title as this article, in 
a r ecent edition of t he READER'S DI
GEST, we are told : "Mormons believe 
that the head of their Church is a modern 
prophet who received revelations pertain
ing to the Church as a whole. But Mor
mons believe also that, by ask ing God in 
firm faith, individuals may receive revela
t ions to guide them in their own and the ir 
f amily's everyday lives ... . When Mor
mons say their Church is founded on 'the 
bedrock of revelation,' they speak of their 
church history that goes back to what they 
believe happened in 1820 .. , (that) in
spired Joseph Smith to 'restore' Chris t's 
Church and call it The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints .... Revela
t ion through prophets, Mormons believe, 
has a lways been the Lord's basic plan for 
guiding and instructing his people. It re
mains so, they believe, to this day. 

Church leaders have relied on continuing 
revelation to shape their profoundest de
cisions, from the hear t breaking t rek west 
to Utah in Brigham Young's t ime, to the 
aboli tion of plural maniages in 1890, to 
the bringing of blacks to the priesthood 
last yea r. 

Thinking of the status of black church 
members, President Kimball pondered for 
many months. Day after day, he en tered 
the Salt Lake Temole to be alone, to pray 
and to meditate. 'When, with the power of 
revelation, the answer was complete, he 
submi tted it, as is t he practice, to his 
counselors and the Quorum of the Twelve 
for their prayerful confirmation. Then 
he made it known to the Church at large. 

Joseph Smith under oath said: "Revela
tions as I understand it, are received in 
different ways, sometimes by impres
sions, sometimes by the person becom ing 
conscious of it , and sometimes by audible 
voice heard by the individual by whom 
revelation is received, and sometimes by 
direct messenger, and som etimes by what 
we understand to be the interven tion of 
t he Holy Spirit." TEMPLE LOT CASE 
p. 75 "Revelations are not binding upon 
t he church, nor do t hey become law or 
rules of action for the church un t il they 
have been formally adopted by the body; 
when they are accepted by the church, 
then they become binding upon it." Ibid. 
76. 

It is passing strange that Mr. Smith 
should t hus set the precedent for the mod
ern Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, when in t he book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, h e seemed to have the same 
idea of revelation that characterized 
Peter and Paul and James and John: 
"For his words ye shall receive, as if 
from mine own mouth .. . him have I 
inspired." Doctrine and Covenan ts 19:2, 
p. 49. 

However, the church detennines what 
it will accept. W ith them there is no 
authori tative source giving revelations. 
It matters not if the presidency r eceives 
a revelation, and so tell s the church, the 
church can positively turn it down, and 
refuse to abide by it, and not be con-
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demned. We wonder what would have been 
the result if they had rejected all of Mr. 
Sm ith's "prophecies" and "revelations." 

When the Holy Spirit speaks, there is 
no referendum, but let's take a look at 
the 148-year-old policy of excluding black 
men from the Mormon priesthood which 
was so recently struck down. I have in my 
fi les a clipping of a U.P. press release 
which reads : 

Mormons Exclude Negroes in Missions 
CAPETOWN, South Africa, J an. 13 

(U.P. )- David 0 . McKay, president of t he 
Church of J esus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, said today that the Mormons have 
confined their missionary activities in 
South Africa to persons of European 
stock. 

He explained in an interview that the 
Mormon Chur ch does not accept African 
natives on the same basis as Europeans. 
They can be baptized, he said, but because 
of the Biblical curse on Ham and his 
descendants, no native could become a 
member of the priestly heirarchy of the 
church. 

Polynesians and Indians of even the 
darkest skin coloring are not denied t he 
priesthood though. The BOOK OF MOR
MON tells t hat dark skin was a curse 
levied on certain wicked I sraelites who 
were Jiving on the American continents. 
Because of this they were given a skin 
color that was 'dark and loathsome.' Their 
descendants, the American Indians, are 
actively converted and ordained to the 
Mormon priesthood. 

On the other hand, Mormons identify 
the Negro's dark skin as the 'mark' God 
put on Cain for killing his brother Abel. 
They also teach that those souls who now 
inhabit black bodies were not 'valiant' in 
t he pre-exis tent life a nd that the ir loss 
of the right to priesthood (which their 
blackness symbolizes) is a punishment they 
earned. There are, understandably, few 
negro Mormons. 

Sensitive Mormons try to compensate for 
this 'divine' ruling over which they have 
absolutely no say. Negroes on the Brig 
ham Young Univer sity campus are treated 
with exceptional respect and considera
t ion. But the unspoken rule is: Be as kind 
as you can to your black brother but don't 
date him; a mixed maniage means your 
sons will n ever hold the p1·iesthood.'' (em
phasis mine W.H.D.) 

In spite of the fact that the Bible 
declar es that God is no respector of per
sons, t hose blacks who died in t he first 
148 years of Mormonism were discrim
inated against. It is a good thing they in
vented baptism for the dead. T hey can 
now save face by holding out a false 
hope for many more. 

The flat contradictions in the "revela
tions of David 0. McKay and Spen
cer W. Kimball are in keeping with 
the contradictions between Joseph 
Smith and Joseph Smith: "For behold 
this life is the time for men lo prepare 
to meet God; yea, behold the day of th is 
life is the day for men to perform their 

labors. And now, as I said unto you be
fore, as ye have had so many witnesses, 
therefore, I beseech you t hat you do not 
procrastinate the day of your repentance 
until the end ; for after this day of life, 
which is given us to prepare for e ternity, 
behold, if we do not improve our time 
while in this life, then cometh the nigh t of 
darkness wherein ther e can be no labor 
performed. Ye cannot say, when ye are 
brought to that awful crisis, that I will 
return to my God. Nay, ye cannot say this; 
for that same Spirit which doth possess 
yout· bodies at the time that ye go out of 
th is life, that same spirit will have power 
to possess your body in that eternal 
world. For behold, if ye have procras
tinated the day of your repentance even 
until death, behold, ye have become sub
jected to the spirit of the devil, and h e 

(Continued on page 12) 

Does God Play Dice? 
(or IS ATHEISM POSSIBLE 

SCIENTIFICALLY) 

JOHN N. CLAYTON 

This s tatement was made to Neils Bohr 
by Albert Einstein in 1927 in a debate 
the two f amous scientists h ad over a 
question in quan tum mechanics. I n the 
100th year since Einstein's birth a great 
deal is being written about hi s beliefs and 
contribut ions to man's knowledge. A re
cent a rticle by Gunther S. Stent in The 
Sciences magazine (March 1979-pp. 18-
23) has investigated E instein's religious 
views more thoroughly and with more in
sight than anything we h ave seen for -a 
wh ile. 

Neils Bohr was an atheist, and his 
approach to science was so absolute that 
he did not consider God to be a rational 
possibility. Bohr insis ted "The world is 
s imply t here, with us as an integral and 
inseparable part. The world cannot be r e
garded as an objective reality with a 
given structure let alone design, which is 
conceptually separable from us as observ
ers." E instein maintained t he Earth was 
design ed and that a pattern, separate and 
apart from man, exists. 

I n Gunther Stent's article he asks " I s 
Atheism Possible?" He maintains that the 
main argument in reality between Ein
stein and Bohr was "whether such a thing 
as a genuinely atheistic scien t ific approach 
to t he world is a rational poss ibility.'' 

Einstein and the Bible m a intain tha t 
t he answer to t hat question is "No!" The 
Bible repeatedly urges us to consider the 
creation around us and see God's handi
work. Einstein believed in what Stent calls 
"the monotheistic legacy of a Divine 
Cr eator, whose intentions and design are 
reflected in the world." " The task of the 
scientist then is to try to fathom the 
Creator's intentions and design." 

Any other belief makes science impos
s ible. I f we do not live in a un iverse with 
interpretable desig n we must be living in 
a universe of un interpretable chaos. In 
s uch a universe science cannot function. 
Thus, a "genuinely atheistic approach to 
the world is a rational impossibility." 
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Knowing Who You Are ( 2) 
JERRY HARVILL 

The modern identity crisis has reached epidemic proportions. 
Not only are individuals and nations affected, it even threatens 
our race: technology raises haunting questions about the future 
of being "human." 

In 1 Cor. 3:16, 17, Scripture graphically addresses this crisis 
by defining saints as (1) God's House (v. 16), (2) God's Jealous 
Possession (v. 17a), and (3) God's Holy Place (v. 17b). In Part 
One we learned that the Church as the Temple of God is the 
"navel of the earth," indicative that she is the true center 
of world affairs. To know this is to pray and worship with a 
radical sense of responsibility and expectation. 

II God's Jealous Possession 

But Paul adds another touch to his identity-sketch. Not only 
are Christians God's Temple, they arc also God's jealous posses
sion. With solemn tones the apostle warns, "If any one destroys 
God's temple, God will det~troy him." Paul makes a deliberate 
play here on an old verb which means "to corrupt, to deprave, 
to destroy," and says in the strongest language possible that 
God himself will destroy the church-wrecker. 

Now this picture of the jealous possessiveness of God is a 
familiar one in scripture. Moses Knew God as a "jealous 
God" (Ex. 20:5), as did Joshua (Josh. 24:19), and Paul, the 
Apostle (2 Cor. 11 :2). 

~he OT term for this spirit of Divine exclusiveness is qin'ah, 
wh1ch comes from a root meaning "to become intensely red or 
black," and signifies literally the color produced in the face 
by deep emotion. The point here is not so much to visualize 
God's irate face as to sense the strong emphasis here upon 
God's total and exclusive claim upon his people. Whether we 
speak of the Church as a whole or of individual saints God's 
jealousy is the same: He shares his bride with no o~e · his 
wrath is revealed from heaven against everything and e~ery
one contesting his exclusive claim (Rom. 1: 17ff; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; 
Heb. 10:26-31). 

The fury of God's jealous possessiveness is dramatized by 
Jesus in the cleansing of the temple. In symbolic passion he 
drove out the false claimants and laid exclusive claim upon 
the House of God. Remembering Ps. 69:9, the disciples correctly 
interpreted this act as Messianic, "Zeal .for thy house will 
consume me." There is, indeed, a consuming passion in the heart 
of God for his people! Woe to any man who disputes that 
possession ! 

Politics 
This warning is awesome, particularly in view of tendencies 

within our Brotherhood toward polarization over "issues" and 
our penchant for lining up behind representative scholars, or 
journals, or schools. I suspect the problem in Corinth, as in the 
Brotherhood today, was a failure to remember they were not 
their own people, free to treat one another with impunity; they 
were "God's temple," and it was his sacred property, not theirs, 
which was being destroyed through their pettiness. Now a man 
may with pleasure destroy something which he considers his 
own, but no man in his right mind may with a cavalier spirit 

destroy what is God's own jealous possession! Surely, the most 
externally hazardous occupation a man may pursue is that of 
church-wrecker. It is no honor to divide brethren. Let us, 
therefore, beware of those who would splinter us with their 
cries. "I am of the King James Version," or "I am of the RVS;" 
or those who insist, "I am of soul-talks," or "I am of anti
Gainesville Philosophy." 

Let us find our focus in God, not in the priestly credits of 
one another. We are his exclusive possession; we have no right 
to be arbitrarily exclusive with each other. 

Self-Centeredness 

But if it is perilous to dispute God's jealous possession of 
others, it is equally perilous to contest his jealous possession 
of myself. I no more own me than I own others; I, too, am the 
jealous possession of Another. 

This means I face God's jealous wrath when I seize control 
of my life, measurin~ my horizons by my own self-interests. 
When my pleasure, my success, my rights; my feelings, my 
needs become the ccncerns of life then it is not God who 
possesses me, but self; I have commandeered what is exclusively 
God's. Who is surprised, then, that such a life shriveled to the 
dimensions of my own narrow interests and limited to my own 
selfish concerns turns out to be a short-course in boredom 
and futility? And the gnawing fire of th 1t boredom is the 
foretaste of the wrath of God whose holy jealousy is a con
suming fire. 

The sublety of self-centeredness accents the imperative to 
guard against it. The worshipper who stays home because his 
needs are not being met, needs to think again. The financial 
contributor who withholds his gift because his projects are not 
being emphasized, needs to think again. The would-be disciple 
who ignores baptism because he doesn't feel the need for it, 
needs to think again. The marriage partner who is faithful 
only so long as personal needs are gratified needs to think 
again. The fact is, the Living God and the god Me are totally 
incompatible. Furthermore, it is a blasphemy of the first 
magnitude to worship the god Me while serving in the temple of 
the Living God. The tragedy is, self-centered people are self
deceived and blind to their treason. They speak God's name but 
they serve themselves. 

Conclusion 

This is no light matter. There is all the fury of a jealous 
God at stake here. The Apostolic warning is crystal clear: God 
destroys church-wreckers. It matters not how we do it, w.hether 
corporately or individually, through abusing others or by our 
own self-centeredness. We are God's jealous possession; we 
are not our own. May our zeal for his house consume us as 
we cleanse his temple and affirm his absolute sovereignty. 

(More Next Week) 

4261 Hy. 55 N., Jackson, Miss. 39206 
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(Translation of Spanish Report) 

The Church of Christ Under the New Government of Nicaragua 
of Christ in Nicaragua, it will be well and 
it will arrive here without any govern
mental interference. We wish to add to 
the foregoing that there is free travel on 
all the highways of the nation. A person 
may travel freely without any governmen
tal impediment. 

It is our pleasure to use this space in 
order to send our affectionate greetings 
to all of our beloved brothers who read 
this brief report. We are confiding in God 
that his kingdom may continue to grow 
as a result of ah the activities that each 
one of you is doing in whatever place you 
may be found. 

The church of Christ here in Nicaragua, 
Central America has enjoyed innumerable 
and sublime blessings on the part of our 
heavenly Father. 

It is certain that we had disagreeable 
experiences during the "War of Libera
tion" (it is designated so by all Nica
raguans). We lost six members of the 
church who died during the Insurrection. 
Many brothers suffered the lack of even 
the elemental things necessary for sur
vival although not for a long time. Some 
days afterward we received sufficient help 
from our fellow servants outside of Nica
ragua. It was marvelous to know the noble 
and kind disposition of brethren from 
Costa Rica, Panama, El Salvador, Mexico, 
the U.S.A., Bolivia, and other countries 
who showered us with material aid, en
abling us to help those needy cases among 
our Nicaraguan brethren. We must not 
pass by the spiritual and moral help re
ceived from those who were preoccupied 
by our past afflictions. Each time we re
member these noble attitudes we lift up a 
prayer of gratitude to the Divine Creator. 

The revolution in the land of Ruben 
Dario ended nine months ago. What has 
happened to the church of Christ during 
these 270 days under the new system of 
government? Without tiring you in this 
present report we wish to explain for 
everyone's peace of mind that the church 
of Christ is not having one single impedi
ment in carrying out its activities. Until 
this present date (April 21, 1980), we have 
rejoiced in the conversion of about 100 
persons; we also continue with our radio 
program "Return to the Bible" without 
any interference from the new Nicaraguan 
government; we continue our regular wor
ship services and during the week we con
duct Bible studies in each congregation's 
building as well as in homes without any 
friction with the government authorities; 
in addition, we distribute church related 
literature including our Bible Correspon
dence Courses and until this date no prob
lem has been caused by the new govern
ment. On a certain occasion we conducted 
a worship service in a jail of the country 
with the result that many were interested 
in the Word of God and the authorities of 
this nearby penitentiary placed no ob
stacles to this worship. 

There are approximately 10 congrega
tions of the churches of Christ distributed 
in different areas of Nicaragua with ap
proximately 1,000 Christians who have 
persevered in face of whatever circum
stances. These congregations are being 
attended by brethren who give them the 
spiritual bread. There are three full time 
evangelists working here in the Lord's 
vineyard. Two receive their economic 
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support from Nicaraguan congregations 
and one is supported by a beloved congre
gation in the United States. There are 
other evangelists who are effectively la
boring part time as they are not receiv
ing financial support so that they may 
dedicate themselves completely to this 
magnificent and divine work. 

We would like to add that there is no 
obstacle to anyone outside this nation 
who should desire to send money for the 
work of the Lord in Nicaragua. The inte
rior and international postal service has 
not been affected and is completely normal. 
It is the same with banking service. It is 
certain that the banks have been national
ized; nevertheless this act will not affect 
whatever donation that is directed to the 
church here. Consequently, if any brother 
or local church outside of Nicaragua de
sires to send economic aid for the church 

We who sign this present report are 
preachers in Nicaraguan territory, and we 
are fulfilling the preaching ministry with
out having experienced threats or violence 
of any kind on the part of the new 
government. We want to terminate thi~ 
brief report about the situation in Nica
ragua with an invitation that all of you 
pray for this noble and beautiful country 
of lakes and volcanoes that we overcome 
our deficiencies and that the word of God 
will go forth until it covers the last inch 
of the territory of this Central American 
nation. 

May God bless you all and we trust 
in God that someday we will know one 
another. 

SIGNED: (by 8 preachers) 

Needs and Opportunities in Nicaragua 
HARRIS GOODWIN 

I was invited by officials of the govern
ment of Nicaragua to visit their nation. 
During my visit I met on different occa
sions for several hours with officials of 
the Foreign Ministry and Health Min
istry. I was taken to different areas where 
hospitals, factories, centers of commerce 
and homes. had been systematically and 
deliberately\ destroyed by the National 
Guard Air Force on the orders of the dic
tator Somoza shortly before he left the 
country. This wanton and vindictive de
struction to lay waste the country before 
the entry of the Sandinista Liberation 
Forces has presented an insurmountable 
problem for the present government to 
restore health service and factories and 
commerce that will provide employment 
to its citizens. 

The U.S. government is assisting with 
this restoration. However, the Communist 
bloc nations aid is concentrated in re
building hospitals and schools as well as 
staffing these institutions and is thereby 
more visible. The health care problem is 
of major consequences. There is an urgent 
need for all classes of medical equipment, 
supplies and medicines, and the govern
ment is pleading with the U.P.S. citizens 
to help provide these materials. East Ger
many and Cuba are flying many seriously 
ill to their countries for medical treat
ment and surgery. One young Christian 
lady was recently flown to Cuba for sur
gery. 

On Sunday, April 20th I worshipped 
with the brethren at the Campo Bruce and 
the San Judas congregations. Both build
ings were filled. I met with several 
preachers, church leaders and members 
on different occasions for several hours 
and can affirm that -the foregoing report 
signed by the Nicaraguan preachers ac
curately represents the conditions of the 
Nicaraguan church. Two graduates of the 
Panamanian Bible School, brethren Ever 

Gallo and Luis Garcia, are desperately 
needed in full time ministry. The Nica
raguan brethren are unable to support 
them. They asked me to make a plea to 
churches in other nations to provide them 
with a living so that they may give their 
full time to preaching the Word. The 
Nicaraguan brethren join with them in 
this plea. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for churches to help heal a suffering na
tion. 

Churches of Christ throughout the world 
must immediately arise to this oppor
tunity to preach the gospel to a nation 
that has shown a desire to turn to God 
after experiencing this bloodbath of 
hatred and killing. The circumstances are 
similar to those of Europe after the war. 
Responsible churches and Christians may 
help provide the funds necessary for gos
pel literature and Bibles in Spanish, money 
for additional radio programs, funding 
for gospel campaigns throughout the na
tion conducted by evangelists of Nicaragua, 
Honduras, and other Spanish speaking 
nations, money for medical equipment 
and medicines and assistance for the war 
victims. The elders of the Forest Park 
Church of Christ of Valdosta, Georgia, 
have published their plans to assist in this 
nation. The elders of the Garden Oaks 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 10086, Hous
ton, Texas, 77206 have also indicated a 
desire to assist the cause of Christ in 
Nicaragua and the people in their present 
distress. Write to these elders for addi
tional information as to how you may 
help. 

Brethren never sell short the power of 
God. If you are concerned about the di
rection that this Sandinista Liberation 
government will take in Nicaragua, then 
don't leave the determination of it to the 
politicians. Work as God's agents to in
fluence its direction so that the motto 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Teaching To Win and Develop 
Leaders in the Church (2) 

LEONARD MULLENS 

The two-fold scope of the Great Commission ·must not be for
gotten. Not only must we teach and baptize ail nations, but it is 
imperative that those who are baptized are taught to "observe 
all things" that Christ has commanded. This applies to the 
work of developing leadership in the churches just as it does 
to other phases of the work of the church that Jesus built. 

How Does Industry Get the Leadership That is Needed? 

In the business world-the industrial realm-how do corpora
tions obtain the leadership needed? 

The answer is that most every large and successful company 
selects choice employees, and then they train them for positions 
of leadership. Millions of dollars are spent by business annually 
to provide "on the job" training. Many chosen workers are sent 
to classes and places of training at the expense of the cor
porations. This expense is counted as a real investment in the 
future of these firms. When the human element is neglected 
in the training of leaders, the business will soon cease to 
function. 

Churches need leaders-elders, preachers, deacons, teachers. 
The world of business says to us: "Train them yourself!" We 
have the raw material needed-people. These people have the 
ability to learn; let us teach them and develop them into 
leaders for the congregations. 

Adult education is "big" in America today. It is said that 
there are more adults in New York City alone who are involved 
in adult education than there are students enrolled in all our 
colleges and universities. In the church, we ought to know 
what we want, and we ought to realize that in order to get 
what we want-leaders-we must teach them, train them, 
develop them! We must prepare them for the work, and show 
them the way. Local churches must begin more intensive 
efforts in leadership training, because the only source among 
us for real leadership is from the ranks of the congregations. 

Just hoping that somehow, someway, leaders will rise up 
among us will not solve the problem. If we want efficient leader
ship in the churches, then we must face the challenge; we must 
train them, develop them ourselves. This present generation in 
the church must do more than just reach and baptize people. 
We must train these potential leaders for service in the church
es. Therefore, leadership training should be a part of the 
teaching program of each local congregation among us. Just 
"wishing" and "hoping" will never bring the results that we 
desire. If we are to have trained, and efficient leaders in 
churches of Christ, we must do the work of developing them 
ourselves. 

Let Us Evolve and Implement Leadership Training in Churches 

There is no other way through which we can improve the 
situation, or prepare ourselves for the future. Remember the 
saying: The future belongs to those who prepare themselves 
for it. 

Why have we failed to train and develop leaders among us 
in the past? Perhaps an answer to that question will be helpful 
to us. 

It may be that we have not realized the essentiality of 
trained leadership in the congregations. We may not have 
grasped that the responsibility for developing leaders is our 
own responsibility. We do not do what we do not know to do. Yet, 
by now, it should be clear to us that we need leadership, it 

should not be difficult to see that we must fill that need for 
ourselves by teaching and by training. 

P,erhaps some in the past who have been in places of leader
ship have been "afraid" of their own positions, and so they 
have failed to take the lead in training others to succeed them. 
However, any real, strong leader should know that when he 
develops his associates he becomes even stronger himself. There 
has never been any place in the church for the spirit of 
Diotrephes (Third John 9, 10) and those who love only the 
preeminence among us, and for that reason hinder the develop
ment of others to become leaders for the Lord's people. Some 
years ago, an older elder was heard to say: "I do not know 
what will become of this church when I die," and yet he did 
nothing to train and develop others to lead the flock of God. 

We Need Leaders Today and We Shall Need Leaders 
Tomorrow Also 

We need leaders desperately! How shall we obtain them? 
Where shall they come from? How shall we train and develop 
them? 

How shall we discover potential leaders for the church? 
Let us realize that they are with us right now! In every con

gregation of any size among us, there lies untapped great 
resources for human leadership. We hear it said of some: "He 
is a born leader." Of course, leaders are born; everybody is 
born, but they are not born leaders! We must search out from 
among ourselves for the potential leaders that are there. Let 
those who lead today begin now to look for those who can lead 
tomorrow, and begin to train, teach, and develop them for the 
work. This will be done in the churches only when those who 
are leading today obey the Lord who said, "Teach them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." 

One of the first things that comes before us here, then, is 
that those who now lead must learn to follow; to obey. Churches 
are always in danger when those who have not learned to obey 
are given positions of leadership among us. One of the first 
rules for a leader is that he must learn to follow! A leader 
must foiiow before he can lead. 

We need preachers, elders, deacons, teachers! All of those 
who function in these ways are leaders. We need them now and 
we shall need them for the future. Take preachers: Where shall 
our future preachers come from ? The answer is that they must 
arise from among. ourselves and we must train and develop 
them. We have come to feel that this training of preachers is 
a task reserved for the Christian colleges, and they have aided 
greatly in the past. These schools are also hard at work today 
in this great work. Yet, are the colleges among us turning 
out the number of preachers that are needed to preach the 
gospel to the whole world in our generation? This is not to 
attach any blame to these schools, because colleges and univer
sities can only mold the raw material that is sent to them, 
both in number and in quality. We must come to realize that the 
training of preachers begins in Christians homes and in local 
congregations. Colleges and universities can aid in this work, 
but the importance of homes and local churches must be em
phasized. We need thousands of preachers for the world-wide 
mission of the church NOW; it is not a question of what we 
shall need in twenty, forty, or fifty years, but we need these 
preachers now! The local churches must begin through the 
efforts of their present leaders to train and develop preachers 
for the work that needs to be done. Elders and preachers in 
local churches must begin the work of training, teaching, and 
developing men among us to preach the gospel to a lost and 
dying world. We cannot leave this work for colleges and uni
versities alone; we must recognize our own responsibility, and 
begin to discharge it. 

The training of leaders, like the matter of charity, should 
begin at home! 

1610 Lawnview, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
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ANOTHER CONGREGATION IN SPAIN 

From Juan A. Monroy, A11artado 2.029, 
Madrid 2, Spain. 

On 18 J anuary 1980 a meeting-place 
was dedicated to the Lord in Barcelona, 
Spain. A new Spanish congregation was 
established there. 

Barcelona is the second city in Spa in, 
with 3 mil lion inhabitants. There is anoth
er cong t·egation established by brother 
Gerardo Garro, on t.he opposite side of 
the city. 

The preacher for this new congregation 
is Enrique Martorell. In 1976, 1\Iar t.orell 
came to s tudy to the United States. He 
began his s tudies in Lubbock and finished 
them in Whi te F er ry School of Preaching. 
In J anuary 1979 Martorell returned to 
Spa in. 

The meeting-place will accommodate 
about 150 persons. During the dedication 
Juan 1\fonroy preached a number of ser
mons during three days. 

The church has 30 local congregations 
in Spain. Fifteen years ago we had 6. 

Enrique Martor ell a nd his family are 
fu ll-time suppor ted by th e Turn P ike 
congregation in Grand Prairie, Texas. 
But, brother Martorell's vision is to raise 
a strong , independent., Church, able to 
help and establish other congregations in 
Spa in. 

The picture shows part of t.he attend
ance the inauguration day in Barcelona. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscriber s: Please give your 
old address a s well as your n ew address 
when you move. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

" Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 2lfz miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland l akes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avai l· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Ca ll: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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FAMILY TO LONDON TO WORK 
AMONG THE IMMIGRANTS 

The l\Ialcolm Armstrong family moves 
to L?ndo!'l to work as missionaries among 
tho 1mnugrants there. Malcolm his wife 
Her mia, and their son Marcus dome from 
Trinidad. He attended the Trinidad School 
of Preach ing and has done some preach
ing there. Hermia was in London some 
years back and help start the first con
g regation South of the Thames river in 
London. 

Through campaign work in South Lon
don, there have been 182 baptisms in the 
last five years and two congregations 
begun. 

Arlie Smit h, Caixa Postal 12.170, ZC-07 
Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, May 
8, 1980: In the last three weeks six have 
been baptized in Comendador Soares, Rio 
de Janeiro, five young people and a Indy 
53 years of age. One of the young men, 
the week after he was baptized, preached 
his first sermon. Since then he has signed 
up four of his friends in our Bible Cor
respondence Course. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·0~36 
STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

PEW CUSHIONS: 
Pew Reupholsterin g : 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free E&timate : 

Brem' s W oodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

W aco, T exas 76705 

817-799-5926 

FllEE BOOKS 
In an effort to preach the truth to samts and 
s1nners we are offenng th1s book of 240 pages. 
containmg twenty sermons. to churches and 1n· 
d1v1duals who Will help us distribute them free of 
charge. They are packed 56 books to the box. 
and we will send a box Without charge to those 
who pay the handling and postage. 58.00 for 56 
books. One book, postage and handling, S 1. 
Endorsed by Guy N. Woods. Bobby Key and 
Batsell Barrett Baxter. F1fly·l1ve thousand 
already pnnted and a contract has been recently 
signed to publish a hundred thousand more. 
Order from: 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS N OW AC CEPTED 

2-Year Prog ram 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 5 26-7715 or write: 

Preston Road Schoof of Preaching 
6 409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(21,1) 526-7715 

LIV E IN T H E NORT H EAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive t raining program - t raining men 

from the Northea&t to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A . Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York - For fu11ther 
information--'Con tact : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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SPIRITUAL INVENTORY 

(Continued from page 8) 
91% said yes. The next part of the ques
tion was more personal: If you were to 
die today, would you go to heaven? The 
percentage dropped to 70% who were 
personally confident about their own sal
vation to God. Thirty percent have a def
inite problem with real or false guilt and 
need instruction and counsel. 

The next question concerned the indi
vidual's self image. We gave them a 
choice of four categories to check in re
sponse to the question: How do you feel 
about yourself? 43% checked very good; 
49% checked fair; 7% checked negative; 
and none checked very bad. 

The final question dealt with how peo
ple felt about a series of broad life cate
gories. We asked them to put a + by 
areas they felt good about and - by areas 
they felt bad about and to leave it blank 
if they felt neither. The listed categories 
were: Family life, job, church, relation
ship to God, friends, relatives, physical 
health, and emotional health. This gives 
us an idea of life categories that our peo
ple need preaching, teaching and counsel
ing concerning. 

Administered 
We preached about the need for the 

leaders in the congregation to know where 
the congregation is, spiritually, one Sun
day morning before we administered the 
questionnaire. A lead article appeared in 
the bulletin with a reproduction of the 
questionnaire one week before we took 
the spiritual inventory. We administered 
the questionnaire, simultaneously, in the 
last 15 minutes of all our Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. All the Bible class teach
ers from the teenagers classes and up, 
received special instruction on how to ad
minister the questionnaire. We mailed a 
questionnaire to every member who we 
knew was absent the following week. 
About 60% of our members filled out the 
questionnaire. The other 40% might 
change the statistics, significantly. Also, 
there is obviously room for up to 10% 
error in the percentages of questionnaires 
we did receive from people not under-

standing the question, reading wrong, lack 
of seriousness in responding and other 
possible errors. 

In order to encourage factuality and ex
treme honesty we let everyone who took 
the questionnaire remain anonymous. We 
did ask them to check whether they were 
a· regular member or visitor and check 
the age group they belonged to in the 
church. We have seven age group divisions 
within our congregation. We not only got 
a composite result of the whole congre
gation, but results based on each unique 
fellowship group in the congregation. 
There were significant differences be
tween the fellowship groups, worthy of 
special attention. 

Even with the obvious shortcomings of 
such a survey, this is a beginning in 
diagnosing the spiritual temperature of a 
congregation. The second step is to design 
some preaching, teaching and counseling 
to meet the specific needs of the overall 
congregation and fellowship groups. In 
March of 1981, we plan to administer the 
questionnaire again and see if we have 
accomplished the desired spiritual growth 
in reference to this critical questionnaire. 
This will provide us some kind of a guide 
on the spiritual growth of the congrega
tion. We prayerfully hope God will bless 
our feeble efforts to accomplish his will 
in this area. Any comments, questions, or 
suggestions from you would be greatly 
appreciated. 

2000 So. Milwaukee, Denver, CO. 80210 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-8'128 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '194:10 

1-806·'192-3191 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

5;outbta~tern JSiblical Jn~titutt 

4 year preacher and teacher training 
to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

CARETAKER NEEDED 
Letoli Christian Camp 

Saint Jo, Texas 

SALARY-HOUSE-UTILITIES 

Contact: Gerald Elliott. Box 100, 
Saint Jo, TX 76265 817-995-2538 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large corton~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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THE ROLE OF REVELATION IN 
THE MORMON CHURCH TODAY 

(Continued from page 6) 
doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit 
of the Lord hath withdrawn from you and 
hath no place in you; and the devil hath 
all power over you; and this is the final 
state of the wicked." Alma 34 :32-35. To 
which we say a hearty Amen! Not even 
the Holy Spirit said it better. Isaiah 38: 
18; John 9:4, Heb. 9:27. 

But about twelve years later he wrote: 
"I now resume the subject of the bap
tism for the dead, as that subject seems 
to occupy my mind, and press upon my 
feelings, the strongest, since I have been 
pursued by enemies. . . . You may think 
this order of things to be very particular; 
but let me tell you that it is only to an
swer the will of God, by conforming to the 
ordinance and preparation that the Lord 
ordained and prepared before the founda
tion of the world. for the salvation of 
the dead who should die without a knowl
edge of the Gospel." Doctrine and Cov
enants 128:1-5. Which time did he tell 
the truth? 

"I feel like Paul, to glory in tribulation; 
for to this day has the God of my fathers 
delivered me out of them all, and will de
liver me henceforth; for behold, and lo, 
I shall triumph over all my enemies, for 
the Lord God hath spoken it." Doctrine and 
Covenants 127 :2. In less than two years 
his enemies killed him, and if his "revela
tions" be true, his death prevented the 
coming of the Lord: "Joseph my son, if 
thou livest until thou art 85 years old, 
thou shalt see the face of the Son of 
Man; therefore let this suffice, and trou
ble me no more on this matter." (Utah 
Edition of D. & C. Sec. 130:15 p. 461). 
This would have meant the latter part of 
1890. But Mr. Smith died, and the Lord 
did not come; or rather the other way 
around, 1890 came, but the Lord did not. 
Wonderful prophet is Joe. But why did 
the Lord say: "If thou livest until thou 
art 85 years old?" Did the Lord not 
know that Joe would be murdered? 

"And it shall come to pass in due time, 
that I will give this city into your hands, 
that you shall have power over it, inso
much that they shall not discover your 
secret parts; and its wealth pertaining 
to gold and silver shall be yours." D. & C. 
Utah Edition 111:4 p. 406. They were 
forced out of Kirtland, and the gold and 
silver they did not obtain. 

"And thy brother Oliver shall continue 

in bearing my name before the world, 
and also to the church . . . and lo, I am 
with him to the end." D. & C. 23:5, p. 58. 

Is it not a fact that Oliver became an 
apostate? Was the Lord with him then? 
Did the Lord ever promise to be with a 
man "to the end" when that man later 
became an apostate? No wonder Mormons 
have referendum and recall! 
4542 Ledge Ave., North Hollywood CA. 
91602 ' 

NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES IN 
NICARAGUA 

(Continued from page 8) 
appearing on its money "EN DIOS CON
FIAMOS" (In God We Trust) will be a 
reality. The teaching of those in gov
ernment and their conversion to Christ 
is what will effectively influence its di
rection toward God. 

Managua, Nicaragua is 25 minutes by 
air from Tegucigalpa, Honduras. I will 
be making frequent trips to this country. 
If I can provide any with additional in
formation, you may contact me by writing 
to Harris Lee Goodwin, Apartado 181, 
Tegucigalpa, D.C., Honduras, C. A. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Does Your Congregation 

NEED MONEY ? 
Maybe we can help! 

SHARE, INCORPORATED 
Church Finance 

DAROL BELL 
Consultant for Churches of Christ 
1207 Anetta,Bowie,Texas 76230 

Phone: 817-872-1851 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
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FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1980 in an expanding baccalaureate 
nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of arts and 
sciences supported by the members of the church of Christ. The program is NLN ac
credited. Current enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Appli
cant should have at least a master's degree in the area of community health, 
maternal-child, medical-surgical or mental-health psychiatric nursing. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown Little Rock. For further information, contact, Chair
man, Division of Nursing, Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Harding University, Searcy, AR 
72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, f.xt. 475. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

..There is so much pain in t 

world. Serious illness has touched 

the lives of everyone in some way. 

It has affected my life, too. It is 

so comforting to know others face 

similar struggles, isn't it? Let"s 

cope together. I'd like to hear 

from you~ 
Randy Becton,director 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or 1nore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10% discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13* years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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VOLUME 2 
NOW READY! 

J.D. THOMAS HAS NOW COM

PLETED THE SECOND (AND 

LAST) OF THE 2-VOLUME 

WORK ON APOLOGETICS 
J 0 lHOMAS 

J.D. THOMAS 

This new volume follows closely the original plan and outline. It is clearly defensive of 

the Bible against modern criticism but it also deals extensively with approaches to in

terpretation and with the rea l message of the Bible itself. An application is made to 

issues and problems that are current in the world of today. There are thirty-two chap

ters, included in section-groupings as: 

Religious Authority 

External Evidences 

Internal Evidences 

* 

Biblica l Interpretation 

The New Testament Message 

Concluding Observations 

Hardback- 153 pages . ...................... . ..... . . . ..... $10.95 plus tax 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
"Prestige Publishers" 

774 E. N. 15th 
Abilene, Texas 79601 

* 
Order From 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 
OR HOUSE 

P. 0 . Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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BOOKS !Jn feview 
PSALMS. Anthony Ash & Clyde Miller. 

Sweet. 455 p. $13.95. 
The latest volume in the Living Word 

Commentary Series has just come from 
the presses. The introduction and commen
tary on Psalms 1-75 is by Ash ; Psalms 
76-150 by Miller. A paragraph by para
graph, topical treatment of each psalm 
is presented, with notes and interpreta
tions that are scholarly and at the same 
time easy for the average reader to 
follow. The text of Psalms is not included, 
but rather the key phrases and thought s 
are carried in bold face type. A wort-l·~ 
addition to the series. 

CHANGE AGENTS IN THE SCHOOLS. 
Barbra Morris. Harvest Pub. 282 p. 
$7.95. 

One of the finest exposures of exactly 
what is going on behind the public educa
tion process which we have seen. If par
ents only knew what indoctrination, and 
r evolution is being fed children in daily 
doses there would be an uprising. This 
book goes into the process of under
mining Americanism, and the destruction 
of spiritual values, that is today called 
education. Humanism and socialism are 
the twin tools used to subvert our youth. 
If enough parents and interested people 
would read this book spiritual values and 
even Americanism might survive. 

THE JACKSON-BAYER DEBATE ON 
PENTECOSTALISM. Sowing the Seed 
Books. 328 p., $8.50. 

A tape-recorded discussion between W. 
N. Jackson, of Fulton, Mississippi , repre
senting the church of Christ, and R. E. 
Bayer, of Ft. Laude1·dal e, Florida, r epre
senting the Pentecostal position. The de
bate lasted 5 nights, and dealt wi th th e 
subject of Holy Spirit baptism and bap
tism in the name of J esus only. The debate 
was unique in that on the fif th night ques
tions from the audience were fielded by 
the speakers. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENRO LLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Jl7rite or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/429·1403 
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STRAWBERRY RIVER FARM. Wm. K. 
Moser. Gospelizer Press. 204 p. $5.00. 

Another book of Christian fiction, by 
the author of several. This book has its 
set t ing in the hills of north Arkansas 
in the days during and just following the 
great depression. It is a good yarn of real 
worth because of the folksiness of the 
characters-they identify with most every
body. And the idioms and colloquialisms 
will bring a sense of nostalgia to the 
reader who is familiar with the country. 
A good book. 

SIMPLE TALKS FOR SPECIAL DAYS. 
Marion Hays. Word. 141 p. $5.95. 

Incidents and experiences from the life 
and role of one of Washington's hostesses 
who had an influential impact upon the 
years of Congressman Brooks Hays in 
the Capitol. Witty a nd well written, most 

of her speeches on special occasions were 
written against a Biblical background with 
a Baptist slant. It's a good, common
sense application of Biblical principles to 
human predicaments. 

SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. Michie! Wil
cox. IVP. 215 p. $4.95. 
A running commentary on the calcu

lating gospel of Luke, written from a 
fresh and different viewpoint. Jesus' com
ing, his t eaching, his doing and his send
ing make the natural outline. It's rich. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

All books reviewed here may be purchased 
from Ute Firm Foundation Publishing House. 
Please add 70c for postage and handling on 
orders of $10.00 or leas: So/o on orders over 
10.00. 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
120fo ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas , Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED· IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

This advertisement is ne1 ther on offer to sell nor a solicitation or offers to buy any of these bOnds 
The oftenng is made only by the Prospectus. 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accoiDII1odate 

congregations advertising meeting places, prenchera seeking work or conf'Tega
tlona seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V.A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD ·CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JA.PAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chri~t. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & hi11toric N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
ORRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

PleasDDton, California 941568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUA.I, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3()o49, 
Lihue. HI. 9676.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 36~-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. Hl:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detaJils 
B.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 851 W. ~th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3750 
Monterre7, MexlcoJ Ave. Fundlclones 109 

.. A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 8620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON. OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
PM. 

MONTREAL-QUEBEC 
Needed-Maturer of Men. 

Second Timothy-Chapter 2 Verses 1 & 2 
House and Salary provided. 

Lachine Church of Christ 
c/o Michael Mazzalongo 
Area Code 514-634-2840 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 220G E. Morgan Ave.. 
u.s. 460 Enat Opposite K-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1· 
52n. Bobby Wade, ltlln. 4'18-40158. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. ~aln. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:(1!' 
P.M. 
TEACHERS WANTED - SIERRA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, Stockton, Calif. Grades K-9. Young ex
panding school. Phone (209) 464-9045 or write Quill 
Fuchs, Administrator, 4368 North Sutter St., Stock
ton, CA 95204. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 

CARIBBEAN CHRISTMAS CRUISE FOR SIN
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 522 S.W. 18th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (503) 226-3557. Ask for Bruce. 

Church of Christ in Carlsbad, Texas, congregation 
approximately fifty members, is in great need of 
either a full time or part time minister. Please call 
elders (916) 465-4291 or 465-4687. 
Firmly grounded Gospel preacher with seven years 
experience desires challenging work within reason
able commuting distance from college or university. 
Prefer active, medium-sized congregation located in 
friendly, small-town atmosphere. Let us grow to
gether in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview sermons 
available on cassette tape. Contact Michael and 
Joy Holmes: 5028 Bowser, #A; 214/522-1617; Dal
las. Texas 75209. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: • 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis. 
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P .0. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 7 5229 

Preacher Needed: The Lord's Church at Rison, Ark. 
is looking for a sound, experienced, married preach
er with emphasis on personal work and leadership. 
Can furnish a new modern three bedroom home 
plus a good weekly salary for right man. If Inter
ested contact Don Hockett, Box 526, Rison, Ark. 
71665 or phone (501) 325-6960. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
Christian businessman wants to sell established 
donut business in East Texas. Great possibilities. 
Strong and growing congregation in the area. Call 
George Stegall (214) 792-3631 or after 5:00 p.m. 
(214) 792-8604. 
Have missionary family to locate in midwest or 
west. U.S. city of 30,000 to 100,000 preferred. Send 
all inquiries to: Mission Committee, Hartford Ave. 
Church of Christ. 1905 Joe, Ponca City, OK. 74601 
or call (405) 765-3610. 
.FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Ideal for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7/10 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 80 mi. per hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available in Texas. 915-547-2211 or 
647-2373. 
WANTED AFTER JULY 1: Preacher for small rural 
congregation. Located some seven miles southwest of 
San Benito. Texas. House furnished. Contact Ranger
ville Church of Christ. c/o B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, 
Box iii. San Benito, Texas. Tel 512-423-0962 after 
5:00P.M. 
CHURCH BUSES-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience in bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 390·9 E. Overton Rd., Dalla:s. TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 

VIEDO EQUIP. SWAl:' SHOP 
No charge for listing equipment for sale or trade 
with Bible Viedo News. Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA. 
!lfi051. 
Autos For Sale: The following vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50: cars $48.00: trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
666. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE ON S-S-w ill preach for 
n congregation not able to pay for full support. 
iiO mile radius of Rockdnle, Texas 76567. Phone 
(u12) 446-6083. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-write for free 
lea¥ter samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abrlene, Texas 79604. 

INVESTIGATml The Firm FoundatfoD 
tries to screen advertlalag, and will not 
knowingly take questionable udvertlalng. 
But it Is the reader's reaponslblllt)" to ID• 
vestlgnte. Like aD}" other paper, we some
times unwlttlDgly run nn unworthy ad. 
AJt the old sa)"'Dg goes. before you IDveat. 
lnveatfaratel 

Inter-American School in Guatemala 
Recruiting Teachers and Director 

for 1980-1981 

In 1961 a school was founded in Guate
mala by three families who wanted their 
children to continue their education in 
Englisl.. while their parents were on the 
field. The school has grown to include 130 
students in preschool through the twelfth 
grade. The student body is made up of 
approximately 30% missionary children 
and about 70% Guatemalan students. The 
school is presently loking for a director, 
first, third, and fifth grade elementary 
teachers, and English, Science, and Social 
Studies teachers for the secondary school. 

All instruction is in English and can be 
described as college preparatory. 

The curriculum is a very good one. Stu
dent have done well on ACT, PSAT, SAT 
and Achievement Tests. 

The school offers many benefits for its 
teachers, but encourages teachers to come 
with additional support from home as the 
salary is a basic living allowance for e 
subsistence living. 

The biggst attraction for many of the 
teachers is the setting of the school itself. 
Located at 7,600 feet in the western high
lands of Guatemala, Quezaltenango, the 
second city of the country and the Indian 
capital, has certain advantages. A teacher 
has exposure to two cultures, the Maya 
and the Spanish. Besides being a multi
cultural city the size of the city is large 
enough for plenty of cultural experiences. 

Here is an excellent opportunity for 
vocational missionaries, or for those seek· 
ing cultural adjustment before entering 
another Latin country. 

For more information contact: Wallace 
Lee, Director, Apartado Postal 24, Quezal
tenango, Guatemala, Central America (air 
mail). 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thrlftf 
Congregation or Christian Schoo 

Plea.se write or call for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. O. Bx 8300 Ed. Wilson 
Waco, Texna '18'tl0 (81'7) 'J'f:-llCN 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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San Antonio Churches of Christ 

THURSDAY July 3, 1980 

JACK EVANS--"The Gospel Is For All" 

JOE BARNffi- lift Up Your Eyes 

WES WHITT-" 1000 Conversions in The Jail/ 
Prison Ministry 1979" 

MRS. JAMES LONG-Where Is Our Confidence 
In Evangelism? 

MAX ZAMARANO-The Past of the Hispanics 

JOE BARNffi- Lift Up Your Eyes (Contd) 

JACK EVANS--"Preaching 'That Same Jesus'" 

MRS. NILA SHERRILL-Happiness Is the Beauty 
of Jesus 

JOHN MARTINEZ-The Present of the Hispanics 

RICHARD ROGERs-Let My People Go 

JAMES LONG-Evangelism Through Benevolence 

MRS. JAMES LONG-What About Methods 

CLINE PADEN-Practical Approaches To Church 
Growth 

ANDREW CONNALLY-Unto The Uttermost 

LYNN YOKUM-Evangelism Thru the Bible School 

MRS. NILA SHERRILL-Happiness Is Knowing 
The living Redeemer 

JACK EVANS--"The Eternity of the Church" 

LYNN YOKUM-Evangelism Thru The Bible School 

CLINE PADEN-let's Train Our Shepherds 

JOE BARNffi- What It Means To Be lost 

RICHARD ROGERS--Free At last 

World Vision 
for CHRIST 

JULY 3, 4, 5, 1980 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
CONVENTION CENTER 

FRIDAY July 4, 1980 

G.P. HOLT-Why People Are Not Convinced 
By The Gospel 
JAMES LONG-I Came To Kindle A Fire 
MRS. MARY OLER-Calling-and Calendar! 
RICHARD ROGERs-The Power of The local Body 
ANDREW CONNALLY-The World As God Would 
Have It 
ABE MILLER-Forgotten People 
MRS. MARY OLER- 1 Have l earned .. . 
MAX ZAMARANO-The Dream of the Hispanics 
JOHN MARTINEZ-The Nightmare of the Hispanics 
BERT THOMPSON-(Youth) Effects of Evolution 
on Christian Homes 
MRS. MARY OLER-The Great Physician 
JERRY DYER-Developing Mission Program 
Thru Church 
MARVIN PHILLIPS--The Radiant People With 
The Saving Message 
G.P. HOLT-Reaching The Black Community 
With The Gospel 
MRS. RICHARD ROGERS--"Words Concerning 
Deeds" 
BERT THOMPSON-(Youth) Alleged "Proof" of 
Organic Evolution, Part I 
ALBERT LEMMONS--Does God Hear When 
You Pray? 
RICHARD ROGERS--The Purpose of The l ocal Body 
MAC LYNN-Churches of Christ Today 
BERT THOMPSON-(Youth) Alleged "Proof" of 
Organic Evolution, Part II 
ALBERT LEMMONS--Is Fasting For Today? 
MARVIN PHILLIPS--Three Keys To Power 
MAC LYNN-The Bible School and Mission 
BERT THOMPSON-(Youth) Theistic Evolution
Curse of the Church 
ALBERT LEMMONs-You Must Believe 
CLINE PADEN- Our God He Is Alive 
ANDREW CONNALLY-"America Needs It" 

SATURDAY July 5, 1980 

JIM McGUIGGAN-Look Unto Me and 
Be Ye Saved 

CHESTNUTS--"Teaching Excitement On Your 
Joy Bus" 

MRS. NILA SHERRELL-Happiness Is Sharing 
A Wonderful Savior 

W.F. (Bill) MOODY-Developing & Organizing an 
Effective Singles Program 

JIM McGUIGGAN-The Centrality of the Cross 

CHESTNUTS--" Back To Bus Basics" 

MRS. JAMES BAIRO-Maturity Is 

JIM McGUIGGAN-loving Compulsion 

CHESTNUTS--" Bus Teachers! Getting It 
All Together" 

MRS. NILA SHERRELL-Happiness Is A Victory 
In Jesus 

WES WHITT-"Saved to Praise" (1000 conversions 
in the Jail/Prison Ministry 80) 

JAMES LONG-leaders Not l ords 

JAMES BAIRD-Spirituality, the Basis for 
leadership 

RAY FULENWIDER-How To Reach A City Through 
The Bible School 

CHARLES PRINCE-Family Life Enrichment 

MRS. JAMES LONG-" Me, My Home and My 
Family in Evangelism" 

JAMES BAIRO-The Dynamics of leadership 

CHARLES PRINCE-Family Life Enrichment 

G.P. HOLT-Where God's Righteousness Is Revealed 

MARVIN PHILLIPS--Calling America Back To God 

Evening sessions will be shown on closed·circuit television 
and will be simultaneously translated in Spanish. 

The Singles Mingle on July 4. 

Sessions for youth Friday, July 4 in addition to usual 
Youth Rally on Saturday, July 5. Nightly chi ldren's hour for ages 3·8. 
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For additional information call (512) 534·9028 or write 

WORLD VISION FOR CHRIST 
HIGHLAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

P.O. BOX 23123, SAN ANTON IO, TEXAS 78223 

............ -~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 10, 1980 



Vol. 97, No. 25 

A WORKSHOP ON SPANISH LI TERATURE last week brought a number 
of outstanding men to Eldridge Road in Houston. Among them were John 
Wolf, left, Harris Goodwin and J . W. Treat , three pioneers in the work of 

evang elizing Mexico. Their efforts have contributed greatly to both the 

public proclamation of the word and to the printed d istribution of it. The se 
three men were honored by tho Eldridge Road church during the Workshop, 

and each was presented with a fine Bible rath er than a plaq ue; you can 
preach fro m a Biblo! 

Austin, Texas, June 17, 1980 
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New Denomination Dedicated to Unity 

A new denomination has just been formed, called 
the Evangelical Orthodox Church. It all grew out of a 
meeting in Santa Barbara, California, called by several 
evangelicals who were formerly connected with Campus 
Crusade for Christ. They had first formed a group of 
about 50 congregations and called it the New Covenant 
Apostolic Order, some five years ago. Bishop Gillquist, 
an editor for Thos. Nelson Publishers in Nashville, has 
been chosen as the first "presiding bishop." 

The group, in its first convention, called for "the 
restoration of the one holy church," and said that it felt 
that religious unity could not be attained on the basis 
of any existing denominational platform, but that "unity 
can best be gained by the formation of a new vehicle~" 

Does that have a familiar ring? 

The new "restoration movement" immediately com
mits, however, the sin that has damned every other 
religious movement in history that was denominational 
in nature: The new group started off by stating that its 
doctrines were based on the Apostles', the Nicene and 
the Chaldonian Creeds. If the group had based its doc
trines on the Bible and nothing else it might have had a 
chance to succeed. 

Section 4 of the new denomination's constitution sets 
forth this attitude toward the Scriptures: "We reject, 
on the one hand, the attitude which would view 'higher 
criticism' or the rationalism of human intellect as an 
appropriate authoritative replacement of the Holy 
Spirit--and which would attempt to bring the Holy 
Scriptures under man's judgmental scrutiny. On the 
other hand, we also reject that attitude which, while 
holding to the inspiration of the Scriptures, would in
sist on the individual's right to 'private interpretation' 
of the Bible, giving little or no attention to whether or 
not such interpretation is consistent with the consensus 
of faith of orthodox leaders of the church throughout 
its history." 

While the new denomination wishes to pay lip service 
to the authority of the scriptures, it talks out of both 
sides of its mouth, reserving the right to pass judgment 
upon both the meaning and binding nature of the Scrip
tures. The new church says unity cannot be obtained 
on the basis of man's creeds and turns right around to 
reserve the right to screen the scriptures through the 
historic and popular opinions of church leaders in his
tory. 

The idea of restoration is wonderful. It is commend
able. It is also not the first time such an idea has been 
put forth. Many other groups have proposed to "re-
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store the New Covenant Apostolic Order." Most all of 
them have made the same mistake. While they propose 
a return to the New Testament Apostolic Order with 
one hand, they take the possibility away with the other 
hand by binding the opinions of men upon the con
stituency. 

Churches of Christ could learn a much needed lesson 
here. Our forebearers brought forth upon this continent 
a century and a half ago a most noble concept for 
restoring the New Testament church. Within fifty years 
the concept was wholly and hopelessly divided. In more 
recent years it has splintered. How did this come about? 
It came about the same way the Evangelical Orthodox 
Church proposes to determine its course. It came about 
when the opinions of men were super-imposed upon the 
scriptures. Had this single error not been committed 
by our brethren the Restoration would still be a united 
movement. It would be hard for any of us to visualize 
the strength it might have had by 1980 if it had not 
made the same fatal blunder that has been character
istic of every other nobly conveived restoration move
ment. Religious unity can never be attained upon the 
basis of what men think about it. 

Pure, undenominational Christianity is a perfect con
cept. It is a noble goal and ambition. But like human 
perfection it is almost impossible to attain. We slide 
unconsciously into schismatic sin like we slide uncon
sciously into any other sin. The battle against sectarian
ism must go on forever. Schismatic strife and the party 
spirit, like . the Devil himself, stalk the land seeking 
whom they may devour. If brethren ever reach the place 
where they are no longer concerned with the need for 
refining the restoration we might as well surrender. 

It is becoming almost impossible to keep brethren 
from thinking of the church of Christ with a capital 
"C." It is "the Church of Christ" this, and "the Church 
of Christ" that. Undenominational Christianity forbids 
such usage. We all know it, but, really, we don't intend 
to do much about it. The sectarian spirit-the party 
spirit-already has us by the throat. 

It humbles us to know that restoration movements 
can happen with or without our knowledge and can be 
begun without our instigation. It is sectarian to think 
that they can't. But to be undenominational they must 
not begin Creed bound. 
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Ingratitude Is Injustice 
JAMES D. BALES 

Gratitude does not pay for what others have done for us, but 
among other things a lack of gratitude is a manifestation of a 
lack of fairness. To fail to be. fair is to fail in justice. Ingratitude 
is injustice. There are various reasons why people are not al
ways graceful. First, there are some who are thoughtless, but he 
who thinks thanks. Second, some are so conceited that they think 
they richly deserve everyone's helping hand. Tkird, some are 
so puffed up with pride that they will not admit that anyone 
has contributed to their success or well-being in any way. 
Fourtk, some are so mean they think that everyone else is mean, 
that no one would extend a helping hand to another out of 
the goodness of their heart, and therefore those who seem to do 
so are trying to use you in some way, or to gain some advantage, 
and one does not need to be grateful for what these schemers 
do for one. Fiftk, some are so concerned about, or rejoice so in, 
the gift, they fail to appreciate the giver. Sktk, some are grate
ful but fail to express it. 

Be Ye Faithful 

Thankfulness is not only a manifestation of thoughtfulness 
but it is also enjoined in the scriptures. Above all, we are to be 
thankful to God and credit him with all that he has done for 
us. David was grateful for God's deliverance of him. "There
fore I will give thanks unto thee, 0 Jehovah, among the nations, 
and will sing praise unto thy name" (Psa. 18 :49). "It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto Jehovah, and to sing praises unto thy 
name, 0 Most High; to show forth thy lovingkindness in the 
morning, and thy faithfulness every night" (Psa. 92:1-2). Jesus 
thanked or praised God (Matt. 11 :25). He gave thanks for 
the seven loaves. (Matt. 15:36) Paul gave thanks for food 
(Acts 27:35), and for brethren and what they meant to him 
and had done for him (Acts 28:15; Rom. 1:8; Eph. 1:16; Phil. 
1:3-7). "Giving thanks always for all things in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even _the Father" (Eph. 5:20). 

Are You Grateful? Show It 

Ten lepers must have obviously rejoiced in their cleansing, 
but only one was thoughtful and grateful enough to return and 
give thanks. (Lk. 17:11-19). "Where are the nine?" Are we 
among the nine? I trust this is not the percentage of grateful 
people in the world, but regardless of this: Am I among the 
grateful? If so, say so. Show it in words as well as in other 
ways. We can show our gratitude by telling people, by thanking 
God, by using various ways of expressing appreciation to those 
who have helped us, by rightly utilizing the help and favors 
which are shown us so as to be more effective servants of 
Christ, and by being kind and helpful to others. 

So many have contributed in so many ways to each of us 
that no one can know the identity of all these contributors. 
Furthermore, some of them passed away a long time ago. 
Therefore, we cannot thank all of them, but this should not 
keep us from being grateful, using well what they contributed, 
and being helpful to others. The office in which I write, the type
writer which I am using, the classrooms in which I teach, the 
students whom I teach, are all here because of the work of 
others. Have I as a teacher, and did I as a student, abuse and 
misuse the gifts of others? Some manifest their thoughtlessness 
in wasting and marring what others have contributed, and 
some use them selfishly with no thought of the fact that we 
are all debtors. 

Am I grateful to those who not only gave, but those who 
devoted themselves to finding people who are interested in what 
we are interested in and able to help us, in a financial way, in 
our work? Fund raisers must spend long hours on the road 
and be away from home a lot of the time. 

Are we grateful to our parents? I have known of cases where 
the father built up a business, in his old age turned it over to 
his sons, and they kicked him out on the street so to speak. They 
wanted no suggestions from the father, and they did not even 
want him around. 

I have given away thousands of books, and a friend is enabling 
me now to give away several thousand more. In some cases I 
have sent books to be distributed in some one else's class. I 
have had the teacher tell the students that instead of writing 
me a note of thanks I wanted them o write someone whom they 
need to thank but have not done so. In this way joy is spread 
to many. 

Brother Benson and Brother Armstrong 
When brother J. N. Armstrong was President of Harding 

College he spoke regularly in Chapel. He was an effective 
speaker and could move young people as well as older people. 
I can testify to this as I attended Harding from 1933-1937. 
My senior year was the first year that brother George S. Benson 
was President of Harding College. Brother Armstrong had 
asked him to return from China and be President. Brother 
Benson was not only grateful for what brother Armstrong had 
done in the past, but he also appreciated the fact that it would 
be good for students to have the opportunity to hear brother 
Armstrong. Therefore, he set aside Friday as brother Arm
strong's day to speak in chapel and this continued until brother 
Armstrong's death. From the public platform from time to 
time brother Benson told students that they should get ac
quainted with brother Armstrong, that they would profit by be
ing around him, and that in later years they would cherish these 
memories. Brother Armstrong's office was the most visible one 
on the campus. As long as brother Armstrong lived, he was 
the first to be notified of the time of graduation. He was in
vited to be present and to march with brother Benson at the 
head of the line. 

There are some people who would not have been as big, as 
grateful, and as understanding as brother Benson. They would 
not have wanted Brother Armstrong around because they 
would have been afraid that a predecessor would have inter
fered with their Administration in such a way as to make it 
impossible for them to operate effectively, or he might over
shadow them. 

There are many things which I appreciate George S. Benson 
for, and one of them is the consideration which he showed both to 
his predecessors in the College and to his successor. 

One should not work for gratitude but should do good be
cause one is devoted to the Lord and wants to go about doing 
good. If we work for gratitude, we shall often be disappointed, 
disillusioned and perhaps become bitter. Let us do right, regard
less of what others do. We shall receive appreciation from time 
to time, but we shall always realize that we work as unto 
the Lord. We should be grateful when gratitude is manifested 
but we should do good because we are who we are and because 
of Him whom we serve. 

Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas 72143 
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JACK P. LEWIS 

After having made a comparison to students who fulfill the 
letter of an assignment but do not learn anything, a brother 
writes: 

Under the old law men were tempted to keep the law by 
outward acts without keeping it in their hearts, pleasing 
God and attaining righteousness. 

Is this really the truth, or is it an apologetic perversion by 
which one assumes he is magnifying the blessings he has by 
blackening those which went before? Has the writer under
stood Paul, or has he misunderstood him and fallen into the pit 
into which all fall who want to play up the dicotomy between 
spiritual observances and the keeping of external rites? Is he 
accusing the Law, or is he pointing up men's weakness? If the 
latter, does he suppose that men are now any different? 

The man who does not want to be baptized can talk of 
dying with Christ in his heart. He speaks of "dry baptism." 
He can pour scorn on those who think that one can be better 
off by being dipped. He can speak with disdain of the teaching 
of Baptismal Regeneration. He can accuse his opposition of 
teaching salvation by works. However, his whole case is a 
perversion. The Lord did appoint baptism as the act in which 
one dies with Christ (Rom. 6:4). The problem is not that there 
is an appointed ceremony; the problem is in men's tendency 
to go through the ceremony without true faith, genuine repen
tance, and actually dying to sin and arising to a new life. When 
these things do not happen, that which is right then become 
merely a dipping. 

One can observe the Lord's supper, sing, recite the Model 
Prayer, participate in extemporary prayer, contribute of his 
money, or engage in any other act, without its being other than 
a ceremony he is going through. Most of the congregations I 
have known have a sizeable group who hit the doors the mo
ment the Lord's Supper is over with, whether it is observed at 
the beginning of the service or at its end. Is there anyone who 
wants to affirm that the liturgical recitation of the Model 
Prayer is a true expression of sentiments of the hearts of all 
of those who recite it? Who wants to affirm that the songs 
we sing are either understood or are the true sentiments of 
the hearts of all who sing them? 

The Law of Moses demanded external observances; but it 
is a perversion to suggest that it made no demands on the 
heart and that it made no difference what was in the heart 
of the worshipper. Jewish people are highly incensed at the 
Christian insistence in the apologetics across twenty cen
turies that Judaism taught only observance of externals. 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, strength and mind" (Deut. 6 :5) is a demand of the Law 
of Moses to which Jesus appealed when asked what man's duty 
was (Mt. 22:37; Mk. 12:29, 30; Lk. 10:27), not just a rule 
created by the New Testament. "You shall not hate your 
brother in your heart" (Lev. 19:17), "You shall not bear a 
grudge" ·(Lev. 19:18), "If there is among you a poor man ••• 
You shall not harden your heart • . . but you shall lend him 
sufficient for his need" (Deut. 15 :7), and "You shall love your 
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neighbor as yourself" (Lev. 19:18) are all demands of the Law, 
which, despite any advancement in ethics one may want to 
claim as a result of the teaching of Jesus, we have not yet 
learned to live by. When one feels he has advanced in ethics, 
he should read Psalm 15 or Job 31 and ask what progress he has 
made in keeping all the duties there laid out. 

In giving the laws for the passover, rather than providing 
for a prefunctory ceremony, Moses gave as the reason, "So that 
all the days of your life you may remember the time of your 
departure from Egypt" (Deut. 12:3). 

Should one feel that the sacrifices were only to be prefunctory, 
he might recall Samuel's rebuke of Saul; "Does God delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord? To obey is better than to sacrifice, and to heed 
is better than the fat of rams" (1 Sam. 15:22). One might 
recall that Micah raised the question, "Will the Lord be pleased 
with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?" His answer was, "He has 
showed you, 0 man, what is good and what does the Lord re
quire of you? To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God" (Micah. 6:7, 8). 

The Psalmist says, "I will praise God's name in song and 
glorify him with thanksgiving. This will please the Lord more 
than an ox, more than a bull with horns and hoofs" (Ps. 69:30, 
31). 

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do 
not take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart. 0 God, you 
will not despise (Ps. 51:16, 17). 

If one feels that all this emphasis on heart religion had com
pletely changed by the the rabbinic period, he might recall that 
it was a rabbi who said that each person in Israel was obligated 
to feel on the observance of the Passover that he had personally 
been redeemed by the Lord out of slavery to Egypt. It was a 
rabbi who taught, "If one says I will sin and the day of atone
ment will atone for my sin, the day of atonement will not atone 
for his sins.'' 

If one wants to insist that the rank and file under the law 
fell into undue trust in ceremonies and engaged in prefunctory 
rites, we all recognize that Jesus accused the Pharisees of 
"cleansing the outside of the platter" (Mt. 23:25). But will one 
at the same time affirm that every recitation of a prayer today 
comes as a sincere expression of the heart? Would he affirm 
that each prayer to God comes from a heart that has forgiven 
and been reconciled to its brother? Is every attendant at wor
ship there out of love for God? Is there anyone around who 
glories in "I have been baptized?" 

The Lord aimed at a law written on men's hearts (Jer. 31 :31), 
but sin carved in hearts of stone with a diamond pointed pen 
(Je1·. 17:1) is hard to erase; and on the palimpsest, which the 
Christian's heart is, the under writing often bleeds through 
and effaces God's writings. 

1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, Tennessee 
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"Poverty is the open-mouth, relentless 
hell which yawns beneath civilized so
ciety." So said Henry George in Progress 
and Poverty. And so it is true today. 

Jesus said, "For ye have the poor always 
with you." And how right he was. I 
guess that's just life. 

But most of you who are reading this 
article won't be able to identify with what 
I am saying. Neither can I. Poverty, real 
poverty, is only something materially 
wealthy Americans read about. And ad
mittedly, it is difficult to even write about, 
even though one has seen and lived with 
the worst poverty the world has to offer. 
And I have. 

Breecher said, "Poverty is very good 
in poems but very bad in the house; very 
good in maxims and sermons but very bad 
in practical life." Yes, to some it may be 
easy to write and talk about. But it is 
still that "relentless hell yawning be
neath society." In New Seeds of Contem
plation, Thomas Merton reminds us, "It 
is easy enough to tell the poor to accept 
their poverty as God's will when you your
self have warm clothes and plenty of food 
and medical care and a roof over your 
head and no worry about the rent. But if 
you want them to believe yo~try to sha,re 
some of their poverty, a,nd see if you ca,n 
accept it as God's will yourself!" Oh yes, 
it's easy to preach about poverty, but 
perilous to practice it. 

Why is it, though, we never recognize 
the blessings of poverty until after we 
have experienced poverty? And why is it 
that most Americans do not realize the 
deplorable situation of the poor of the 
world? Why is it that we have erected 
a barrier between ourselves and reality? 
And too, why is it that we feel threatened 
by the third-world countries, the "have
nots," who are supposedly trying to "get 
our money?" 

I spent four years living in a country
Brazil-where poverty was real. I have 
visited other countries where it is even 
worse. The income per person per year in 
Brazil is $1,140. But over tkirty million 
in that country live on an average income 
of $77 per year. 

The world's produce I am told can sup
port only 25% of the world's population 
on the standard of living enjoyed by the 
average American. And Americans are in 
that lucky 25%. But the "have-nots" want 
their share. They want to lift their badly 
fed bodies out of the pits of agonizing 
hunger. And who can blame them. 
Wouldn't you? I would like to picture to 
you the real plight of the poor, their real 
awkward situation. I don't have all the 
answers to the dreadful conditions I will 
present. 

But I sincerely feel that we need to be 
constantly reminded that God has truly 
blessed America. We need to thank him 
that we happen to be living here at this 
spot of time in history. Millions, though, 
are in a da,ily battle to survive. They 
are in a battle to find that next piece of 
bread, that next apple core or potato 
peeling which will allow their starved 
and swollen bodies to continue life for one 
more day. 

Ever have the wretched experience of 
having people dig through your garbage 
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cans to find something to eat? I have ... 
several times. You just want to cry. Most 
of the time here in the United States its 
dogs and cats that upset and dig through 
garbage cans. In other countries, it's peo
ple, people with starved bodies. And their 
number is appalling. 

In the U. S. News a,nd World Report a 
special article was produced in the July 
31, 1978 issue to explain the world con
dition of poverty. James N. Wallace, a 
U. S. News correspondent wrote, "Visual 
poverty in some Third World cities is 
staggering, such as the sight of thousands 
of people living on sidewalks in Bombay 
and Calcutta, or in packing crates along
side tracks in Jakarta." (Yes, the rich ship 
expensive things around in packing crates 
to put in their houses, the poor use the 
crate for their houses.) 

In Brazil they were called molecos, 
those two and three and ten year old chil
dren that roamed the streets begging for 
food, many times having no home to 
which to return at night. Over 600,000 in 
Sao Paulo alone live in one-room shacks 
made of scraps of anything. 

In Nigeria the life expectancy is twenty
seven. Half of the children there die be
fore they reach the age of five. Why? 
Poverty! No medicine! Bad diets! Terri
ble living conditions! That's why! 

The average income in America is about 
$4500 a year per person. But there are 
millions living in other countries with 
higher costs of living on only a few hun
dred dollars a year. The U. S. NewR 
stated, "All told, more than half the 
world's 4 billion persons-2.3 billion
live in the poorest lands. Another 600 
million are in not-so-poor countries, com
pared with 1.1 billion in relatively wealthy 
nations." 

It's a deplorable situation there, out 
there in the real world. And most of us 
want it to stay out there. Don't bring us 
any more "boat people". They'll take our 
jobs. Yes, some of us could care less. But 
"out there" is the real world. This is our 
real world, a world of relentless poverty. 
John Worral, a newsman in Africa, wrote 
back to his newspaper, "Millions sit idly 
outside mud huts, crushed by crop fail
ures due to drought or floods, wondering 
where they can eat again. Women are 
treated like cattle, slogging in the fields 
with babies on their backs. Children with 
bellies swollen from protein deficiency play 
in the dirt." The next time we grumble 
about the high cost of food at the food 
store, let us thank God that we have a 
food store to grumble about. 

But what is the real plight of the poor? 
The real plight is that world conditions 
will not allow the poor to escape Paternal
istic politicians, raging wars, greed, poor 

lands and natures worst keep the poor 

where they are. The following quote from 
the article "Poor vs.Rich: A Global Strug
gle" in the U. S. News is worth careful 
consideration. 

Hundreds of millions in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America lead lives that at 
best are marginal. In Calcutta and 
other overcrowded cities of India, the 
poorest dig through garbage cans for 
anything edible. In rural Kenya, the 
Turkana tribes survive on diets of ber· 
ries and goats' milk. An estimated 25 
to 30 percent of the South Asian and 
African people suffer from malnutri
tion or undernutrition. 

What's worse, the poor are losing 
ground. According to official studies, 
1.4 billion people received less tha,n their 
minimum daily requirement of food in 
1975, up from 1.1 billion a, decad(t 
earlier. 

To Americans accustomed to a daily 
diet averaging 3,300 calories, it is hard 
to imagine life in places such as Upper 
Volta or Somalia in Africa, where mil
lions subsist on about 1,800 . calories a, 
da,y-well below what is considered to 
be the minimum requirement. Ameri
cans, says a report by the Overseas 
Development Council, "feed more to 
animals than all Indians and Chinese 
eat." (Emphasis mine, R. E. D.) 

Yes, it appears that world poverty is 
unceasingly making strategic progress in 
the world. It's getting worse, not better. 
At tl}.is time, about one in every three per
sons live in an advanced nation. But at 
the end of the century, it is estimated 
that it will be one in five. The U.S. News 
stated, "The latest projection is that peo
ple in developed countries eventually will 
be outnumbered ten to one by those in 
emerging nations." It is to the point where 
it is not, "The poor you always have with 
you," but rather as Saki said, "The poor 
have us always with them." And we feel 
threatened, don't we? Something is 
threatening our fantasy world of material 
prosperity. 

But there are those who are materially 
poor and spirit poor. These are they who 
would not get out of the clutches of pover
ty even if they could. Here in the United 
States in 1977 the U. S. government spent 
31.4 billion on medicare and medicaid, 5 
billion on food stamps and 3 billion on 
subsidized public housing. I realize that 
there are many, many in these programs 
who deserve and must have the benefits of 
these contributions. We can be thankful 
that we have such programs for the Amer
ican public. I also realize--and you do, too 
-that there are many others who are just 
too lazy to get out and work for their own 
bread. Our social welfare programs were 
never meant to be a substitute for indi
vidual initiative. 

The real problem in many situations 
is lack of initiative. Dr. Maurice Hood, 
who has worked as a surgeon for over 
thirty years, and many of those years 
with poverty stricken peoples, once wrote, 

The modern political liberal would have 
you believe that ·all those residing in 
poverty are there because of social in-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Mind Pollution 
Environmentalists have for years strug

gled to impress upon every citizen the 
necessity of cleaning up the environ
ment. We have been told repeatedly that 
we are polluting ourselves out of exis
tence. We are depleting our fresh water 
supplies and polluting our oceans at an 
alarming rate. Even our soil, our air and 
our atmosphere in general are contami
nated. 

Three Mile Island and the potential dis
aster there must have impressed upon us 
the incredible dangers we face in the de
velopment of nuclear power. Man-made 
catastrophes are ever before us. The cry 
is, "clean up our environment and keep it 
clean or suffer catastrophic consequenc
es." 

As critical as environment concerns 
may be, there is one type of pollution 
more deadly and longer lasting than any 
nuclear accident. It is more wide spread 
than air pollution and more costly than 
cleaning up the largest oil spill. It is more 
catastrophic than all other pollutions 
combined. This dreaded, alarming type of 
pollution is mind pollution. 

The quantity and clarity of biblical 
passages relating to the mind should pro
vide overwhelming evidence of God's con
cern for the way we think as well as for 
the way we live. Yet, mind pollution 
among Christians exists in more than 
negligible quantities. 

Consistent pollution of the mind among 
God's children may stem from our con
stricted view of sin and of God. Have we 
labored under false impressions about sin 
and about God? Is our definition of sin 
too narrow and our image of God too 
small? By observing curent life-styles 
and attitudes of Christians, one would as
sume that many lack an understanding of 
the true nature of sin and the magnitude 
of God's power. 

If one observes the extent to which 
some Christians go to maintain a dual 
life-style (one in the world and one in the 
church), it should be evident that some 
Christians have a limited understanding 
of God. Our reasoning seems to be, if we 
can fool God into believing we are right
eous because we worship him one or two 
hours a week and that he does not see our 
lifestyle the rest of the week, then we can 
be confident that he surely does not know 
what we "think." Our image of God is too 
small and our argument false if we be
lieve we can "fool" God. 

Our spectrum of sin may also be much 
too narrow. It may be so narrow that we 
have come to live as if the only sin exist
ing in our lives are those commands 
broke~ ~hich begin, "Thou shalt not ... " 
That Is, if we cannot find a specific verse 
with condemnation attached to some ac
tivity, we feel" free to go our merry way 
with the expression, "I don't see anything 
wrong with it." 

What "I think" does nothing to change 
the absolute truth of God. It remains 
truth whether I acknowledge it or not and 
thus sin remains sin whether I see any
thing wrong with it or not. Furthermore, 
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ignorance of truth does not relieve us of 
the responsibility of· obeying God (Acts 
17:30). 

Sin is not so narrow that it includes 
only what we actually, physically per
form. Neither is it a sufficient definition 
t~ include what we often call "omission." 
S~n ~mbraces both what we do against 
his wdl and what we fail to do that he has 
willed. 

However, we have not expanded our 
scope of understanding sufficently if we 
limit our definition of sin to 1 John 3 :4 
and James 4-17. The words of James 3 
suggest what the Lord said in Matthew 
12:36, 37. We will acount for our words 
and be judged on the basis of our words 
as well as . sins of omission and com
mission. 

Furthermore, Jesus said in Matthew 
5:27, 28 that we can sin in thought. 
Therein lies the importance of under
st~~ding min~ pollution. The basic prop
OSition here IS that the mind is at the 
ro.ot of lifestyle. Therefore, a polluted 
mmd produces a polluted life. 

What is the cause of the base living 
and degenerate life style depicted in 
Romans 1:24-32? It results directly from 
polluted minds. The wise man Solomon 
!~rote. in Proverbs 23:6 and 7, that a man 
1s evil because he thinks evil. Polluted 
minds spill over into polluted lives. Im
pure lives betray impure hearts. It would 
app~ar ~hat. we do not fully comprehend 
the Implications of "one is evil because he 
thinks evil." 

Ignorance of this cause and effect re
!ationship gives rise to some strange 
Ideas. For example, we may hear someone 
swear or curse with every breath and 
hear it justified by, "He does curse and 
swear but he's a good ol' boy at heart " 
That simply cannot be true. One steep~d 
in immorality or involved in dishonest 
business transactions or wrapped-up in a 
deceptive life-style does not and cannot 
be "a good ol' boy at heart." Our Lord 

The Safe Way 
You and I live in a "safety-first" world. 

We drive "safety-first" cars with "safety
first" bumper stickers which preach our 
"safety-first" doctrine to all those who 
drive behind us. In time of a dilemma we 
are no longer prone to ask, "What is the 
right thing to do?" The question we tend 
to ask today is, "What is the safe thing 
to do?" 

'£!nfortunately, this safety-first style 
which has come to control our activities 
at work, home, and play, has also pene
trated our world of religion. It is not at 
all unusual to hear the question "What 
is the safe thing to do," or to receive 
forceful suggestion from another that we 
"ought" to take the safe course of action. 
In fact, one might even be led to believe 
that for one to choose "other" than the 
safe way would be a rebellwus sin. 

I wonder, however, how "safe" God 
wants us to live. The Pharisees were 

teaches us that we can observe the way 
one lives and receive an indication of the 
nature of his heart. If one is "good at 
heart," his life will exhibit that goodness. 
The converse of this is true as well. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul insists that 
we must account for what is done in this 
body. In 2 Corinthians 10:5, he encourages 
us to bring every thought into captivity 
and obedience to Christ. He knew assured
ly that the things done in the body were 
determined by the things done in the 
mind. If we, therefore, bring the mind 
into captivity, our lives will follow in 
obedience to Christ. 
.Furt~ermore, .t~e ability to bring our 

mmds mto captiVIty is afforded by God 
as he limits the power of our temptations 
to that which we can withstand and al
ways provides an exit. When committed 
to Christ, our minds are kept through 
Jesus Christ. In Philippians 2:5, Paul 
pleads for us to possess the mind of 
Christ. How will we live if we possess the 
mind of Christ? It certainly will not be a 
polluted life-style. 
~en will Christians learn that spirit

a} mmded men behave themselves spirit
ually because they have the mind of 
Christ? When will we learn that to be
have radically different from the way 
Christ would live is not to have the 
m!nd of Christ but is to have a polluted 
mmd? When will Christians stop being 
conformed to this world (Romans 12:2), 
thus betraying that their minds are also 
like the world? When will Christians 
cease maintaining a facade that hinders 
their forgiveness and deceives no one but 
themselves? 

Mind pollution is a terrible waste. It is 
the worst of all pollutions because it pro
duces a corrupt life. It is the most costly 
because the price for the corrupt life is 
eternal death. 

We mus~ clean up our lives and guard 
them agamst future contamination or 
suffer catastrophic consequences. The key 
to cleaning up poUuted lives begins with 
cleaning up corrupt hearts. We effect 

(Continued on page 11) 

JOHN J. WRIGHT 

"safety-first" people . . • building hedges 
around the laws so as to be "sure" not to 
~reak them • . . shunning certain people 
m order to be "sure" to remain orthodox 
a~d pure • . . stoning or crucifying any 
dissenter so as to be "sure" not to be led 
astray. They received the Lords' harshest 
rebukes. 

JeBUB, on the other hand, walked where 
the people were . . . all the people. He did 
not live in a sterilized bubble. He preached 
what was right and needed • . • not what 
was "safe." His associates included some 
of the vilest of the land . . • without con
cern for "what people would say." He 
c~red for t?em. Finally, he lived in the 
ltberty of h1s Father • . . in spite of the 
frequent attempts of others to chain him 
down with their taboos and traditions • 

One more note: It cost Jesus his life. 

6420 18th Ave. S., Richfield, Mn. 55423 
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Knowing Who You Are ( 3) 
JERRY HARVILL 

Albert Camus, the noted French existentialist, saw more 
clearly than some theologians the role of the Church in our 
times. He wrote, "What the world expects of Christians is that 
Christians should speak out, loud and clear . . . in such a way 
that never a doubt, never the slightest doubt, could arise in the 
heart of the simplest man." It is certain, however, that in order 
to speak with that kind of clarity and conviction the church 
must be crystal clear about her identity and role as the people 
of God. 

Scripture addresses this issue in 1 Cor. 3:16, 17, by presenting 
three powerful pictures which define for us who we are as the 
people of God. In part one we learned we are God's House or 
Temple (v. 16). As such we are the "navel of the earth," the 
true center of world affairs. In part two we learned we are 
God's Jealous Possession (v. 17), and that God himself promises 
to wreck every church-wrecker. 

But Paul adds a third identity-feature, viz., that Christians 
are God's holy place. He affirms, "For God's temple is holy, 
and that temple you are." 

This word, holy, is the constant companion of the word tem
ple in the OT. Today, however, we enjoy as a present reality 
what Habbakuk could only telescope, "The Lord is in His holy 
temple; let all the earth keep silence before Him." Would to 
God we believe that! Here is power beyond what we can ask 
or imagine-if we would claim it! 

But perhaps we take that Divine presence lightly because we 
wear his holiness so thinly. At its simplest, hagios, "holy," 
means that which is unique, different. What makes us "dif
ferent" is our Owner, God. Since he is holy, it follows that his 
true children will bear the image of their Father. God's people 
ought to stand out in every neighborhood. 

However, we are well advised to resist simplistic definitions 
of this crucial matter of "difference" in the Church. What does 
it mean today to be "holy?" In what ways should God's people 
be "different?" 

Let us remember first of all that holiness, like salvation, is 
by God's power and not by human ingenuity. "But you were 
washed, you were sanctified (=made holy), you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our 
God" (1 Cor. 6:11). "Even as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blame
less before hMn" (Eph. 1:4). Men are not holy and blameless 
in order to be good enough to become God's children. Rather, 
it is the other way around: God took the initiative to adopt 
us as sons, and our role is living the part God has given to 
us in Christ. Christian holiness is a process of becoming what 
we are, of gratitude responding to grace. The reason is plain: 
"so that no human being mlight boast in the presence of God." 
Therefore, since the source of our sanctification as well as 
our redemption is Christ and not ourselves, "Let him who boasts, 
boast of the Lord." 

Having said that, what can be said regarding the Church 
as God's "holy" place? How are God's people different? 

Different Righteousness. Jesus said that his disciples' 
righteousness must "exceed" (perl.sseuo) the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 5 :20). Now the perisson is 
that which is "extraordinary," "unusual," not a matter of course. 
This means that in terms of passion for what is right the 

Christian cannot live at the world's level. His hallmark will 
be his "extraordinary" hunger and thirst for righteousness in 
all walks and circumstances of life. Others may abandon what 
is right but the Christian is different. 

Different Ethics. Related to the above is moral integrity. The 
Apostle Joi\.n writes, "Everyone who has this hope in him puri
fies himself, just as He is pure" (1 John 3:3). From 1 Cor. 6, 
it is certain that Christian holiness includes sexual purity. There 
•"g no room for rationalization here. In a sexually permissive city 
like Corinth, God demanded that his people be different. Times 
have not changed. Neither culture, nor history, nor technology 
can ever alter the fact that the sexually impure "cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God." God's people must be different. 

Different Love. "All men will know that you are my distiples 
if you love one another" (John 13:35). What makes this love 
different is its model: "As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another." To love as Jesus loved is to avoid both insensitivity 
as well as sentimentality. It is to be neither loveless in our truth, 
nor truthless in our love; it is to speak the truth in love as he 
always did. 

Different Appetite. Scripture says, Now that you have puri
fied yourselves by obeying the truth . . • through the living 
and enduring word of God . • • tke word that was preached to 
you ..• Like newborn. babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that 
by it you may grow up in your salvation." Christian holiness 
means craving the word of God. In fact, ioss of appetite for 
the preaching of the word is a sign of spiritual decay and a 
mark of apostasy. 

I see among some a disturbing tendency to depreciate the 
importance o:£ preaching and a readiness to treat it as dis
pensable from our worship. Of course, it has always appeared 
"folly" to the world, an unwelcome impertin~nce (see Acts 5:27-
29; 7:54-58; 23:1-2; 24:24-25; 2 Tim 4:1-5). But God's people 
are not supposed to be like the world; their appetite ought to 
be entirely different. God chose preaching as the instrument 
for saving the lost and for maturing the saved. Therefore, one 
of the distinctive marks of his people will always be a 
craving for "healthy doctrine" through the preaching and 
teaching of the Word of God. 

Different Unity. But 1 Cor. 3 ma}ces it equally clear that 
God's temple, the Church, is different because of her unity. The 
partisan, factious spirit at Corinth was vigorously attacked by 
Paul as incompatible with the Body of Christ. In a divided, 
pluralistic, alienated world God's people are designed to stand 
out with a difference. Pettiness and single-issue-politics are not 
suppose to reign in the Church as they do in the world. God's 
people are meant to be different. 

Well, that's the pian-as simple and as profound as that. 
Here in 1 Cor. 3:16-17, Paul reaffirms our identity as (1) God's 
House, (2) God's Jealous Possession, and (3) God's Holy Place. 

Furthermore, from these vivid metaphors we see clearly our 
role in the world as that "tent of meeting" where the world 
in confronted by the Living God. 

To see in this manner who we are and what we are to be 
doing is to focus sharply our mission as well as our motivation. 
May we, indeed, labor to be the people we are. 

4261 Hw. 55 N., Jackson, Mississippi 39206 
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Once Saved-Now Savedl 
JACK EXUM 

While in Rittman, Ohio recently, I was 
seated by The Motel Owner beside a 
Baptist preacher for the breakfast meal. 
Feeling we would have a lot in common, 
he introduced us,. took our order and was 
away to the kitchen. The Restaurant was 
only open on Sunday to patrons of the 
motel. 

"You're a Baptist preacher, are you" I 
asked, breaking the brief silence. 

"That's right," he said with a smile. 
"Your people believe once saved always 

saved", I inquired. 
"That's right", he said firmly. 
"No, that's wrong," I said with equal 

candor. 
"Some of your people believe, "Once 

saved, never saved"! he retorted. 
"That's right", I said hesitantly. 
"No, that's wrong", he said with a faint 

smile. 
I studied him a moment and then said, 

"Well, if you're wrong, and I'm wrong, 
then who's right?" We went on to dis
cuss it more fully, but a real point had 
been made by both extremes. 

Perhaps we take extreme views about 
many points of doctrine, all in an effort to 
divorce ourselves completely from the op
posite view. There's "once saved, never 
saved" and there's "once saved, always 
saved". Whatever happened to the Bible 
teaching of "Once saved-now saved"! 

There is the doctrine of 'faith only". 
How many of us have allowed the swing 
of the pendulum to carry us away to the 
opposite extreme of "Works only". It 
takes both the tree and the fruit to re
produce life. 

One says, "Prayer can do everything". 
Another says, "Prayer doesn't do any
thing." So we continue to run both banks 
of the river while neither may have their 
thirst quenched. 

Who should deprive us, as God's chil
dren, of any truth, especially one that 
would lend security and enthusiasm con
cerning our destiny. Paul writes, "For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. For therein 
is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith" (Romans 1 :16-17). 

Yet what is the scope of this salvation? 
While we all agree that any believer can 
willingly and deliberately turn from 
Christ, as he elected to turn to him. Why 
do we tend to look on this as inevitable
as the norm-as the eventual? We have 
every reason to stand. We have every 
hope (expectant realization) of the fu
ture, and the "power that is in us, is 
greater than thai; which is in the world." 

Paul has a unique way of stressing this 
point. After his ".personal struggle", in 
Romans 7 that cries out, "0 Wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?" He moves quickly 
to lay the foundation for every believer's 
hope. "There is therefore now no con
demnation to them which are in Christ 
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Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but 
after the Spirit" (Romans 8:1). 

No Condemnation! 
Not Condemned!! That's the picture. 

Without charge!-no billed!-free from 
indictment! That's what he is saying. 
Jesus paid it all. The Hill of Calvary has 
been taken. The battle is over and Satan 
is dethroned. We are victorious, in Christ! 
No condemnation! 

No Complication! 
"And we know that all things work 

together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are called according to his 
purpose" (Romans 8:28). No complica
tion! ! No crushing below-no fatal act, 
no final curtain, for those in Christ are 
within the circle of his providence. Stay 
in Jesus and let him keep life "uncom
plicated". For every temptation he will 
provide a way: to escape 1(! Corinthians 
10:13). There is joy and sweetness in the 
Lord. No Complications!! 

No Separation! 
"Who shall separate us from the love 

of Christ?" (Romans 8:35). Shout it on 
the mountain tops-herald it over the 
hills-voice it in the valley-No one and 
no thing ca.n destroy our unity in him. To 
be sure, he helps us by making his own 
list. "Tribulation, distress, persecution 
famine, nakedness, peril, sword, death' 
life, angels, principalities, powers, thing~ 
present, things to come, height, depth, nor 
any other creature ... NONE "shall sep
arate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord" Romans 8:35-
39). 

'Onced Saved-Now Saved", and the 
blood of Jesus Christ will continue to 
cleanse us from all sin (I John 1 :7). 

By Grace-through faith-in Christ t 
Praise God!-What a Gospel! · 

Perha-ps we of all people need to return 
to the popular song of yesteryear and 
spiritually shout. "You've got to accentuate 
the positive, eliminate the negative latch 
on the affirmative and don't mes~ with 
mister inbetween! 

Looking Over My Shoulder 
T. B. CREWS 

As I look back to some things I had to 
say in such articles as "The Past is 
Gone", "The Time That Now Is", and 
"What does the Future Hold"; I take 
little pride in the accuracy of my words. 
While a few doubted, the overwhelming 
response from those who wrote me, was 
ten to one favorable. No one wanted the 
things to happen that had happened, but 
they agreed that they had, and that the 
future looked less than bright, with things 
going as they were going at the time. 

As I read the articles now appearing 
from the pen of men who can write so 
much better than I, I rejoice, not to know 
that things are as they are, but that 
there is an awakening. What can, or will 
be done about the trap into which we have 
fallen, I know not, but only a fool would 
say, "nothing needs to be done". 

Many see the need of going back be
yond the time we over organized, and to 

put things back within the true frame
work of God's ordained plan. Some now 
understand that the often heard cry, "If 
the elders would get out of our way we 
could do something", was more for the 
purpose of getting my idea ( ? ) across 
than it was for the over all good of the 
church, and the cause of our Lord. If 
some of those ideas had been so great we 
would have surely seen better times. No 
one doubts the value of organization, but 
any one who will honestly look at things 
as they are, should be able to see that we 
have been so busy organizing and de
fending the organizations, we have lost 
sight of our true mission. 

I pray that we can somehow persuade 
men to do for the sake of serving, rather 
than do for the sake of a committee to 
which I have been assigned. Some com
mittees are desperately needed, but when 
they begin to supersede God's plan for the 
church, they have ceased to be of value. 
When these committees want to throw 
the eldership out because it doesn't go 
along, we are truly getting ready, "to 
divide the spoils". In some areas of our 
country people on committees have spent 
more time complaining because they 
weren't turned loose to do just anything 
they wanted in what ever way they want
ed; than they have spent doing what they 
were supposed to do in the first place. 

A group of good men trying to serve 
a church as its elders come under fire 
with the cry "They aren't qualified", 
when they try to keep a committee they 
have appointed under control. The elde1·s 
were qualified enough to set up the com
mittee, and to appoint people to serve on 
it, but they lose their qualifications when 
they try to keep that committee under 
their jurisdiction. Perhaps the elders 
used a lack of good judgment in setting 
up the committee, but be that true or 
false, the committee is far out of line 
when it tries to destroy the oversight 
God has ordained. Rather than face up 
to this matter, in many places, the elders 
are letting the committees run wild and 
out of control. Maybe we should take 
another good look at the church in its 
early history. Did the disciples go every 
where preaching the word because theY 
were on a committee, or because they had 
something they wanted to share with their 
world? 

"Give me something to do", is heard so 
often. Study carefully the New Testa
ment, and we are told something to do in 
every book except one, Philemon, and the 
wording of the latter part of this book 
might well be classified as something to 
do. I have a sermon in which I go through 
each book in the New Testament and pick 
out things we are told to do. The Lord 
has given us more to do than we can get 
done. Why do we have to plead, "Give me 
something to do". He who quits because 
the church has no special committee type 
organization, hasn't really started. Such 
people need a good case of conversion. 

Within the past few weeks three well 
known men, and friends of mine ali gos
pel preachers, have died of heart attacks. 
Two others have undergone serious heart 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Teaching To Win and Develop 
Leaders in the Church (3) 

LEONARD MULLENS 

It is a part of the work of those in places of leadership in the 
church to train and develop others to fill these positions of 
leadership. Paul wrote these words to the preacher Timothy: 
"And the things which thou hast heard from me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also" (2 Timothy 2:2). Preachers
evangelists-should train preachers; this is a part of the work 
of preachers. Elders ought to plan for, and direct, classes and 
training for fledgling preachers. In a class of young men which 
I had the privilege of conducting in a local church years ago, 
some preachers have developed. Out of a group of about twenty 
young men, eight are now full-time preachers in the service of 
Christ. It follows that preachers and elders must take the lead 
in training others to fill their places. It is, to say the least, a 
part of our responsibility to reproduce ourselves! 

We Must Train, Teach, and Develop Leaders for the Church 
Here is a work for all members of the church to do! Parents, 

preachers, elders, teachers: training leaders is your work. Here 
is a work that local churches can do, and it is encouraging to 
see preacher schools that are started and continued by the 
local churches in various places. A few examples are the 
Sunset School of Preaching, the training of preachers being done 
at the Preston Road church, at White Ferry's Road church, 
and others. 

In our present culture in America, and other parts of the 
world, a liberal arts education is a good foundation for a 
gospel preacher. However, that is only the foundation, and 
here is the place where colleges among us can render a great 
service to the church. Individuals must learn to build on these 
foundations through their own personal study and effort in 
order to become the kind of leaders that God would have men 
be in the Lord's church. The Christian home, the local church, 
and the Christian college all can take a real part in the training 
of leaders for churches of Christ. 

Where Shall Future Elders Come From? 
The need for training preachers has been more generally 

recognized among us than the training of elders for the churches. 
Yet, what more important function has the Lord assigned to 
men than to serve as pastors for local churches? It is good to 
see a rising interest in the preparation of men to serve as bishops 
for the flocks of God's people. 

Future elders must come out of the local congregations 
scattered all over the world. Here it is as true as with evan
gelists that we cannot wait for chance to develop elders for 
the churches. This, too, is a work of teaching that should begin 
in the Christian home, and in the class work and training work 
carried out by the congregations. We should not wait until men 
are forty years old to begin to train them to pastor the flock; 
this work should begin with the cradle and continue right along 
through the lives of children who grow up in the church. The 
desire to serve as bishops for God's people should be instilled 
in little boys at a tender age. First efforts at training elders 
should take place in the Christian home, and the church and 
the home should cooperate in the development of leaders for the 
people of God. 

In their work of overseeing of the flock of God, pastors should 
plan for training young men to become elders in the cuhrch. We 
have long neglected this task in local churches. Every boy who 
grows up in the church should be exposed to teaching designed 
to arouse the desire to be an elder in the Lord's church. Qualifi-

cations for bishops ought to be a part of each young man's 
spiritual training. These qualities can be better developed in 
life if a boy begins to think upon them, and to prepare himself 
to meet them in his youth. A part of real teaching is the work 
of inspiring. It is not just the impartation of knowledge alone, 
but it is also the task of inspiring men and women, boys and 
girls to do what is right. 

Courses of study in Christian colleges could be implemented 
that are practical in nature to pregare young Christian men 
to the work of the eldership. Older men who have served as 
elders in churches could give great help to young men who 
aspire to the place out of their experience and their wisdom 
gained over the years of serving as pastors to the flock of God. 

Trained Teachers Are Needed by the Church 
Teachers in a local church are by virtue of the function they 

fill leaders in the church. As congregations grow, we sha11 need 
more and more teachers for the Bible classes. If we are going 
to have these teachers for the work of the churches, then the 
church itself must win and develop them on a local basis. This 
demands teacher training work carried out as a regular part 
of the teaching program of the congregation. 

One preacher from a denomination remarked: "Our Bible 
classes know nothing of the age old problem of getting teachers. 
We have a long waiting list of prepared people for these 
classes. The reason is that for more than fifteen years we have 
had training courses in the church, with as many as four 
classes going on at one time. We have a requirement set up that 
no teacher teaches without having been trained in these classes, 
or without training first under another teacher of experience." 
How many of us could say about the same thing among the 
churches of Christ? To have teachers for our class work, we 
must win them to the Lord, and then develop them to handle 
aright the blessed Word of our God in heaven. 

We Need Trained People for Leadership 
Trained preachers, elders, deacons, teachers are needed in the 

churches of today as well as for the future. We have the raw 
material in the ranks of the membership of the churches, and 
certainly we have enough able young people among us to plan 
and carry out the work of training and developing these leaders. 

What may be lacking in a congregation is the will to act! It 
is essential that we have planning sessions, but to plan is not 
enough. These plans made must be carried out. We can talk 
about training leaders; we can write about its importance upon 
reams of paper, but nothing is going to happen until action 
takes place. Thus, just as churches may plan gospel meetings, 
or as they have planned these in the past, so ought we to plan 
to win and to develop leaders for the churches. 

May God help us all to awaken to our great need, to see our 
potentials, and then work to develop leaders for Christ and 
his church. 

1610 Lawnview Street, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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HERMAN ALEXANDER DUE TO JOIN 
STAFF AT PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL 

OF PREACIDNG 

DALLAS-Hennan Alexander, preacher 
and missionary from Adelaide, Australia, 
will join the staff at Preston Road School 
of Preaching in August of 1980. Brother 
Alexander is presently preaching and 
working with churches of Christ in South
ern District of Australia under the over
sight of the 16th & Pile Church of Christ 
in Clovis, New Mexico. He will bring to 
Preston Road the missionary and evan
gelistic experience that is so important to 
a faculty and will give us one of the 
finest group of teachers in any of our 
schools of preaching. 

aide, South Australia, in September, 1971. 
At that time there were about seventy 
members of the church in the metropolitan 
area; today there are a little over 200. 
We work with a congregation of about 
50 members, which we started a few years 
back. We are most excited about the 
possibilities ·ahead, in our work here and 
in anticipating the work there next year." 

Brother Alexander is a graduate of 
Harding, holding both B.A. and M.A. de
grees from there. He has also graduated 
from Melbourne Divinity School and has 
a B.D. degree from that institution. We 
feel fortunate to have a man of brother 
Alexand_er's capabilities coming to our 
school, and know that those who know 
him will rejoice that he will be active in 
training men to preach the Word. 

A Firm Foundation subscription makes a 
~~~ronderful blrthday or anniversary glft. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
ies n6i accepted. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

Brother Alexander is married to the 
fonner Rosann Harrell, and their two 
sons, Tom and Tim, are Bible majors at 
Harding. Tom is a Junior and Tim is a 
Freshman. Rosann is presently serving as 
counselor for Findon High School in the 
Melbourne metropolitan area and a grad
uate of West Texas State. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205' 

Before going to Australia brother Alex
ander preached for congregations in Tex
as, Louisiana and Arkansas. The last two 
congregations that he served were:~ Uni
versity Church of Christ in Canyon, and 
Southside in Lubbock. Since moving to 
Australia in 1971 he has worked with 
congregations in the Southe~ District and 
has taught for two brief sessions in the 
Macquarie School of Preaching in Sydney. 
He writes concerning his work in Aus
tralia, "My family and I came to Adel-

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7716 
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Pepperdine University Presents 
The 4th Annual Christian Counselors' Seminar 
July 8, 9, 10, 11,. 1980 

=~:;::':d Topics FAMILY COUNSELING 
Travis Jenkins, M.D. -An Overview of Systems and Approaches in Parenting 

- Helping Families Deal with Family Members with Chronic Disorders 
- Marriage Counseling 

Dan Blazer, M.D. -Helping Families Deal with Older Adults 
- Helping Families Deal with the Dying Family Member 
-Training People Helpers 

Carl Mitchell, Ph.D. - Taylor Johnson Temperament Analysis 
(Administration, Interpretation and Validation) 

Jenkins & Blazer - Integrating Psychology and Christianity 

Costs $10.00 

$52.50 

$8.00 

- Developing the Church into a Family Institution 

per session, with each day divided into 2 sessions, morning and afternoon. 

additional for TJTA validation materials (College degree required). 

per night for dorm room (double occupancy) plus one-time charge of $5.00 for 
linens and bedding. 

For additional information contact: Church Services • (213) 456-4270 

FIRM FOUNDATION..-JUNE 17, 1980 



THE PLIGHT OF THE POOR 

(Continued from page 5) 

justice and oppression. Although there 
are many exceptions, the great majority 
?f people who populate our slums (here 
m the U.S.) are there of their own 
volition and will remain there regard
less of the extent of material benefits 
bestowed upon them unless there is a 
basic change in their spiritual make up. 
In short, spiritual poverty pre-exists 
and usually directly results in material 
poverty" (Firm Foundation, Jan. 7 
1969). ' 

Pie-Raymond Regamy, in Povetrty 
stated, "Voluntary poverty turns us to~ 
ward poverty in spirit, just as does en
forced poverty." We must admit that 
many in the world are in poverty just 
because they do not exert any initiative 
to get out. But I contend that their num
ber is few in the world picture. America 
is the land of opportunity. Poverty should 
not be a problem here as it is in most of 
the world. But because this is a land of 
opportunity doesn't mean that Costa Rica 
or Haiti or India is also. And let's not 
be so quick to judge those unfortunate 
poor i~ those lands who are trapped, trap
ped wtthout any opportunity to esca.pe 
the claws of poverty. 

White's Ferry Road Church of Christ 
3201 North 7th St., West Monroe Lou~ 
isiana 71291 ' 

MIND POLLUTION 

(Continued from page 6) 

change in the mind by not only removing 
the unclean things but by replacing them 
with beautiful things. In Philippians 4:8, 
Paul declares that whatever is true no
ble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, ~xcel
lent and praiseworthy, these are to occupy 
our thoughts. Therefore, the Bible sug
gests that a mind consistently concentrat
ing on these things will produce a life
style composed of like qualities. 

Arlington Church of Christ, 6215 Arling
ton Rd., North Jacksonville, FL. 32211 

0~--

YOUTH ENRICHMENT SEMINAR 
AUGUST 22-23, 1980 

ANDERSON, INDIANA 

The Lindberg Road Church of Christ in 
Anderson will be the site of the 2nd An
nual Youth Enrichment Seminar, August 
22-23, 1980. The theme of this event, 
"Reach Out," will stress evangelism and 
total commitment. More than 1,000 teen
agers are expected. 

Speakers include: David Thomas of 
Logansport; Neal Parsons and Sheridan 
Wright of Muncie; Boyd Williams of 
Franklin; Lynn Brusk of Kokomo; Carl 
Bowen, Charles Coombs, Grace Felzien 
and Nick Young of Anderson. 

More information can be obtained by 
writing: Y.E.S., 2625 Lindberg Road, An
derson, Indiana 46012. 

BUMPER STICKERS 

Black on Gold Backing 

50¢ each 

Price 

100 & up---40¢ each 

Order from: 
Lehman Ragan 
3407-82nd St. 

Lubbock, Texas 79410 

DECIDE NOW 
to en roll in the 

6outbrastrrn }Biblical Jnstitutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

CARETAKER NEEDED 
Letoli Christian Camp 

Saint Jo, Texas 

SALARY-HOUSE-UTILITIES 

Contact: Gerald Elliott. Box 100, 
Saint Jo, TX 76265 817-995·2538 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carto~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78701 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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LOOKING OVER MY SHOULDER 

(Continued from page 8) 
surgery and are slowly geteting back at 
the job at hand. Why are so many of our 
good brethren leaving this old world that 
needs them, so soon, and often much ear
lier in life than normal. Could the pressure 
of trying to appease a brotherhood gone 
"Organization Mad", be getting next t o 
them? It could be that many of them are 
so busy trying to do their work, they 
fail to eat properly, or get the proper 
exercise, but let us face it, the pressure 
of being a preacher in our world today is 
tremendous. 

I have no personal solution to our 
problems. God has given us a ll we need. 
It is just a matter of going back and ac
cepting his will. 

The great commission is mine, and it is 
yours, with no need for committees to 
carry it out. Just the need to open our 
eyes to our harvest. The needs met by 
those pictured on the right hand of our 
Lord in the judgment are still needs for 
each of us to meet. Matthew 20 can't be 
used as an excuse for not working. The 
emphasis there is that when they entered 
the vineyard they knew they were there 
to work. 

Assignments have always been helpful, 
and none will deny the need. But the over 
loading of the church with a host of 
organizations has only crippled our ef
forts. Some day maybe we will see this. 
P.O. Box 297, ·Hallsville, Texas 75650 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

PROGRAM SET FOR EUROPEAN 
LECTURESIDP IN GENEVA 

Geneva, Switzerland, will be the site 
for the 1980 European Lectureship t he 
f irst part of August. From the 4th to the 
8th of August over a hundred Christians 
in Europe will be gathered in a hotel
conference center for four days of lec
tures, sing ing, a nd fellowship. 

A varied progr am of information, in
struction, exhortation and edification is 
almost set. Some of t he speakers are: Don 
Daugherty, Jim McGuiggan, Claudio 
Chisholm, Adelino Silva , J aro Schuber t , 
Dieter Alten, Tr ent Campbell, Stanley 
Shipp, Gottfried Reichel, Bob Hare, Mark 
Brazle, Gerardo Garro, Bob Eckman, Mar
vin Steffins, Joe Nisbet, Dinos Roussos, 
Charles Chandler, Don Yelton, Yann Op
s itch, Juan Monroy and Everett Huffard. 

Inquiries should be sent to Doyle Kee, 
8a, ch. de Pontverre, 1232 Confignon/ 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one--year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22 307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-f CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

Contact UJ for fr~ estimate. I 
P. 0. Box 587, K>eene, Texas 76059 

Phone 817-645-9208 

•-·- -~~-~~-·-·-~~-1:1-a_u_,_ -~~-~~-·-~~- a-D- ..-....-a_c_a_r_ll_o_a_o_. 
BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREJll:HING 

WENDELL WINKLER, Director 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and " How" To Preach 
• Expe_rienced Qualified Facu lty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curncufum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·262-3911 
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NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

JJ7 rite or call for inforrnatioll 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 81 7 / 429·1403 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
l2o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prosp ectus a nd more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

( 602) 968-784 7 
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WE INVITE YOU TO THE 
FOURTH ANNUAL 
MIDWEST SOUL 

WINNING WORKSHOP 

THURSDAY, JULY 10 
REGISTRATION 
1:30 Terry Rush ...... "Let My People Go." * Debbie Young ......... "Women Can 

Win Souls Too * Mark Phillips ........... "Having the 
Mind of Christ" 

Wayne Monroe .................... . 

2:30 TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Phi I Powers ................ "Keys to 
Discipleship Training" 

* Barbara Eaker ......... "Keeping the 
Saved Faithful" 

* Jerome Williams ....... "The Trap of 
Secret Sin" 

3:30 Terry Rush .... "Elaborate Washings" 
Marvin Bryant .. "The New Testament 

Church in Soul Winning" * Mark Phillips ....... "Nothing but the 
Dead and Dying" 

* Carol Monroe .. : .................. . 
4:30 - 6:30 ...................... Supper 
7:00 Singing ............ Jerome Williams 

THEME: 
RESTORING 

FRIDAY, JULY 11 
8:45 Morning Devotional ........ Wayne Monroe 

9:30 Alan Bryan ...... Keeping the Saved Saved * Mark Phillips .... Will the Timothy's Please 

Jefferson Walling * Carol Monroe 

Stand Up? 

10:30 Marvin Phillips ....... Let's Restore the Joy 
Phil Powers .. Restoring Biblical Principles 

of Church Growth * Debbie Young ......... Visual Aids: Baiting 
the Hook 

Stan Williams 

11:30 -1:30 ............................. Lunch 

1:30 TO BE ANNOUNCED 

* Laverne Wade ...... Making Your Home As 
God Would Have lt. 

n- Jerome Williams ......... Following Jesus 
Wayne Monroe 

2:30 Nick Young ........ How to Stay Motivated 
Carl Wade ..... Restoring Courage to Fight 

* Carol Monroe 
Stan Williams 

3:30 TO BE ANNOUNCED 

for the Right 

Marvin Bryant ..... How to Meet The "Faith 
Only" Error * Barbara Eaker ........ How Big a Circle Do 
You Draw? 

n- Jefferson Walling 

4:30 - 6:30 ............................ Supper 

7:00 Singing ........... Led by Jerome Williams 

NEW TEST AMENT 
7:30 Keynote ................. Terry Rush 

The Exchanged Life 

* For women only *Primarily for youth 

FOR HOUSING CONTACT: 
MAX MAYES 

209 Oakwood Circle, Washington, IL 61571 
Telephone: 309-444-3638 or 309-699-4664 

CHRISTIANITY 
7:30 Keynote ............. Marvin Phillips 

The Possible Dream 

JULY 10, 11, ~ 12, 1980 

SATURDAY, JULY 12 
8:45 Morning Devotional Period 

Nick Young . The Challenge of The Eighties 
9:30 Alan Bryan .......... Rules of Happy Living * Laverne Wade ....... The Vibrant Christian 

.~ Jefferson Walling 
Dick Weber 

Woman 

10:30 Marvin Phillips. The Jerusalem Commitment 
Robert Shank .... First Century Christianity 

in the Twentieth Century 
Bill Arnold . Effective Telephone Evangelism 

(Pt. 1) Why? 
-;~ Paul Pape ............ Second Mile Service 

11:30 -1:30 ............................. Lunch 
1:30 Carl Wade ...... The Church Then, And The 

Church Now 
Ron Gholston ........ Why Churches Grow * Debbie Young ......... Seven Sure Steps to 

Happiness 
n- Dick Weber 

2:30 Robert Shank ... Reaching Denominational 
Preachers With The Restoration Message 

Bill Arnold. Effective Telephone Evangelism 
(Pt. 2) How 

"i'4 Paul Pape ...... If I Were A Teenager Again 
Stan Williams 

3:30 Nick Young ... Have You Come To Kadesh? 
Ron Gholston ...... Your Church Can Grow * Laverne Wade ...... Christian Sister, What 

Are Your Goals? 
1':r Dick Weber 

4:30 - 6:30 ............................ Supper 
7:00 Singing ................. Led by Paul Pape 
7:30 Keynote....... . . . . . . . . . . Alan Bryan 

Why Congregations Do Not Win Souls 

SUNDAY MORNING 

Bible Class ........ (Combined Adult-High School) 
Ron Gholston 

Making Your Faith Come Alive 
Worship ........ Carl Wade-The Great Surrender 
Singing ........................ Led by Paul Pape 

SUNDAY EVENING 

Robert Shank 
Great Commitments of the Church 

EAST PEORIA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
320 Arnold Road 

East Peoria, Illinois 61611 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

THREE TO GET READY. Howard Ey
lich.. Baker. 148 pp., $3.95. 

A premarital counseling manual which 
provides a step-by-step outline for work
ing with a couple contemplating mar
riage. It i s not r ig id, but flexible
a daptable to the needs of almost any 
couple. 

WHERE A RE YOU GOI NG? Elinor 
Brown. Midwest. 173 p., $2.95. 

Designed as a practical handbook for 
career seeker s, this book is design ed es
pecially for teen-ager s to h elp them in 
their self-analysis and decid ing on a 
career . There is a lot of well researched 
information in it. Written against a deep
ly r eligious background, extens ive use of 
Scriptures is made in drawing parallels 
between Bible times and characters and 
those of today. Typewriter type. L itho
graph production. Many doctrinal truths 
and some doctrinal errors. 

DYNAMIC PUPP ET SKITS. Mark Legg. 
Privately printed. $2.95 

Thirteen skits fitting for use with 
puppet presentations aimed chiefly at lit
tle folk. Mimeographed. 8%x11. Very little 
is in print in this area, and this will help 
you with your puppet shows. 

FUNDAMENTAL F ACTS I N THE BOO. 
OF ACTS. Anna Balch. Privatel:t 
published. 272p. $5 

This book grew out of a Bible clas1 
attended by many ladies of various relig-

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS CALl TOLl FREE 

1·800·527 ·8438 

OR WRITE 

• 

SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
BOX 1308 • .• JACKSON VILLE. TX 75766 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 2112 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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ious persuasions. I t is a chapter by chap
ter walk through the book of Acts with 
special in-depth discussion and stimulat
ing questions designed to h elp one who 
does not know the Gospel to teach him
self the truth. Good to teach or to put 
in the hands of one who wishes to teach 
himself. 

HOW TO WIN YOUR MATE TO 
CHRIST. Dessain Terry. Star. 62 p., 
$1.50. 

Research on winning mates to Christ re
vealed a pat tern that is almost universal. 
This booklet deals with the problems. 
Practical suggestions and helpful hints. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to !include the price. 

A ll books reviewed here may be purchased 
{rom the Firm Foundation Publish in~r H ouse. 
Please ndd 70c for postage and handling on 
orders of $10.00 or less; So/o on orders over 
10.00. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Worker s cover ed at same 
g roup rate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
12% ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

This advertisement tS neither an oHer 10 sell nor a soflcUatron of otters to buy any of these bOnds 
The offenng Is made only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE - (214) 270-7583 
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c L A S s I E D 
Advertising In thiiJ section $1.00 per line. Deslgued especially to accommodate 

coDgJ:"egatlons advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conp-rega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

V .A. Approved 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA..S 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvin~r St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relativea or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BAY A..R.EA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Plea•antoD, CaUforllla 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

N~'="o~w~w=oRSHIP ON ISLA.ND OF KAUA.J, 
HAw All Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3&49, 
Lihue, HI. 9676•6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16665 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We wlll contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School o! 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detwlls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens. Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. ZSth St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, ltle:dcoa Ave. Fundlclone• 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evan~relista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98381. 206-874-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA 1 Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 365-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

MONTREAL-QUEBEC 
Needed-Maturer of Men. 

Second Timothy-Chapter 2 Verses 1 & 2 
House and Salary provided. 

Lachine Church of Christ 
c/o Michael Mazzalongo 
Area Code 514-634-2840 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S • .Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorgQD A..ve .. 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 47'7'
G271. Bobby Wade. Min. 47'6-40GO. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:66 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0!' 
P.M. 
TEACHERS WANTED - SIERRA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, Stockton, Calif. Grades K-9. Young ex
panding school. Phone (209) 464-9045 or write Quill 
Fuchs, Administrator, 4368 North Sutter St., Stock
ton, CA 95204. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 406, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
CARIBBEAN ·c-==HR=I-=sTMA=~s---::CR=m=s:;:;E:--::FO=R::---;:;S;;;IN;-;
GLES. DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE-Departure 
December 13, 1980. Call or Write: HUB TOUR AND 
TRAVEL, 622 S.W. 13th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
97205, (603) 226-3667. Ask for Bruce. 
Firmly grounded Gospel pre-a-;ch;-e-r-w-:ith:..--s-ev_e_n_y_e_a-rs 
experience desires challenging work within reason
able commuting distance from college or university. 
Prefer active, medium-sized congregation located in 
friendly, small-town atmosphere. Let us grow to
gether in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview sermons 
available on cassette tape. Contact Michael and 
Joy Holmes; 5028 Bowser, #A: 214/522-1617; Dal
las, Texas 75209. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

-:::-S-m-a-::ll-:::;:C-on_g_r_e-ga-:tion in South-Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78356. 
Have missionary family to locate in midwest or 
weat. U.S. city of 30,000 to 100,000 preferred. Send 
all inquiries to: Mission Committee, Hartford Ave. 
Church of Christ, 1905 J~. Ponca City, OK. 74601 
or call (406) 765-3610. 
FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Ideal for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7/10 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 30 mi. per hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available in Texas. 916-647-2211 or 
647-2373. 
W AN;:T;;Ei=::D:--:-A-;FT=E::;;R;::-;J;;U-;;L;-:Y;-;-::1;-:-;Pn-r::-e~a-ch;:-e:-:r:-f.._o=r:-:s=m~a::;l:;-1 -=ru::-r::a:-;1 
congregation. Located some seven miles southwest of 
San Benito, Texas. House furnished. Contact Ranger
ville Church of Christ, c/o B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, 
Box ili, San Benito, Texas. Tel 512-423-0962 after 
5:00P.M. 
AutOSFo-::..::r-=s:-al:-e-:-:Th=-e--=fo-:l::-Jo-Wl ... :-n-g-v-e-;h-:i-;cl;-es-a-re-a-v::-a;;U~ab;-;-:le 
at these prices: jeeps-$69.50; ears $48.00; trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8026. Extension 
566. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to servo) 

If :you are movln~r anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is independently owned and operated. 
PRESCO'IT VALLEY, ARIZONA 

Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCO'IT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812. 
Thq Chansonalres. a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2206 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48604. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE, age 45, with family. 
Prefer Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi area. For 
more information contact Charles Townsend, 1009 
Medary Ave. South, Brookings, South Dakota 67006 
or telephone 605-692-6451. 

WANTED TO BUY: Offset press and plate maker. 
Reasonably priced. Called A/V Sales, 214-832-5624. 
Full time preacher--100 people in congregation
write or call: L. A. Boyett, c/o Appleby Church of 
Christ, Route 10, Box 3840, Nacogdoches, Texas 
75961. 713-564-7294. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE. Have 16 years full time 
experience. Married age 52, one daughter at home, 
three children in coilege. Seeking an existing church 
that really wants to grow and has the desire to 
reach the lost in their community. Will also consider 
beginning a new work. Have extensive experience 
in personal work, campaigns and organizing a pro
gram of work. Prefer a location in Tenn., Ky., Ill., 
Ind., or Wise. Contact Gordon Makool, P.O. Box 
686, Pulaski, TN 38478. Tel. 615-363-8283 or 615-
363-2777. 
NEEDED: Elementary & Secondary School Teach
ers, Administrators-Mission & Evangelistic oriented. 
Contact: Arnold E. Pylkas, President/Principal, 
Atlantic Christian School, 12975 S.W. 6th St., Miami, 
Florida 33184. Tel. 305-223-3531. 

AVAILABLE EVANGELIST looking for work with 
strong leadership. Three years experience with per
sonal work. Graduate of Whites Ferry Road. Please 
contact at home. Dwaine Estes (914) 462-6962. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screeD advertf•IDK", and will Dot 
kllowlngly take questionable adverti•IDg. 
But It Is the reader's responalbiUty to Ill• 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
times UDwlttlnsriT ruD aD unworthy ad. 
As the old sayiDg goes, before you IDve•t. 
lnvestls-ate I 

ABILENE CHRISTIAN TO HOST 
MINISTERS RENEWAL WORKSHOP 

Abilene Christian University will host 
a short Seminar for preachers June 16-19 
on the University Campus. Harold Haze
lip, Charles Siburt, Tony Ash, Ken Dye, 
Paul Faulkner, Tom Albricht and a num
ber of others will bring especially pre
pared material for the refresher course 
for preachers. It will be an intensive 
three day seminar designed to help 
preachers in areas where years away from 
the classroom would create a knowledge 
gap. Information can be obtained from 
the University Box 8250, Abilene, Texas 
79699. 

L. D. Martin, Box 723, Livingston, MT. 
59407: The small church in Livingston is 
launching out with a bold effort for the 
coming year. We have !\sked the Shakras, 
newly from Sunset School of Preaching, to 
come to work with the Martins and the 40 
members here. The church has come a long 
way in the past three years. There is a 
desperate need for a new congregation to 
be established in Big Timber, about 35 
miles away. The church is able to support 
the Martins fully, but will not be up to 
taking full !3UPporl of the Shakras for a 
while. We need help of any interested in 
the work in the state to consider helping 
us for the coming year or two. The Sha
kras are to move and begin working 
January 1. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-688-1678, 901-761-1850 
Send for Brochure 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1980 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
ARRANGED BY FOWLER TOURS 

1. BRITISH ISLES 
SEPT. 11-25 

VISITING: ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND 
WALES 

ESCORTED BY CURTIS AND NELL MANOR 

2. GREEK ISLES 
& ISRAEL 

OCT. 14-27 

INCLUDES 4 DAY GREEK ISLE 
CRUISE PLUS ALL SIGHTS IN ISRAEL 

ESCORTED BY HARVEY & SUE PORTER 

3. HAWAII 
NOV. 16-25 

TOUR FOUR ISLANDS 
ESCORTED BY MELVIN WISE 

4. ISRAEL & ROME 
DEC. 26-JAN. 4 

OFF SEASON RATES 
6 DAYS ISRAEL, 2 ROME 

5. SOUTH PACIFIC 
MARCH 11 -30, 1981 

VISITING AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, FIJI 
ESCORTED BY ANN & HULIN FOWLER 

6. EUROPE 
PASSION PLAY 

JULY 31-AUG. 14 

ESCORTED BY DR. CARL BRECHEEN 
AND DR. PAUL FAULKNER 

YOU CAN'T BUY A BETTER 
TOUR! There are so many 
very fine features about a 
Fowler Tour-the careful 
planning, the organization, 
the completeness, the spe
cial care of carefully chosen 
representatives around the 
world . But most important of 
all, every Fowler Tour is 
planned and operated with 
the desires and needs of the 
Christian in mind. Provision 
is always made for Sunday 
worship, and Christian fel
lowship is an important part 
of every tour. Choose the 
best- a Fowler Tour for 
Christians. 

r rg~:;;EI~~N~~~.~-:~~~-=~---------------------- . 
1 DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

! CIRCLE BROCHURES DESIRED (FREE) 
I 
I 
I 
: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
I 
I 
1 NAM t ~-------------------------------------
1 
1 ADDRESS _________________________________ _ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP ___________________________ ~-=-= 

FF 5-27 
--~------------------------~----~~---~---~~--· 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

7. MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
JULY 16·30 

MANY WELL KNOWN TOUR HOSTS 

8. CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
NOV. 14-23 

VISITING ST. THOMAS, ST. MARTIN, 
ANTIGUA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

SPONSORED BY 
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

9. NEW ENGLAND FALL 
FOLIAGE 

OCT. 2-10 

NEW YORK, VERMONT, MASSACHUSffiS, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, CONNECTICUT 

10. ALASKA 
AUG. 11-23 

VISITING ANCHORAGE, FAIRBANKS, 
MT. McKINLEY, WHITE HORSE, 

4 DAY INSIDE PASSAGE CRUISE 

ESCORTED BY ROBERT BANKES 

11. WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND WILLIAMSBURG 

AUG. 12-21 

PLUS MT. VERNON, GETTYSBURG, 
ANNAPOLIS 

ESCORTED BY ANN AND HULIN FOWLER 

12. PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 

OCT. 20-NOV. 8 

HONG KONG, PEKING, SHANGHAI, 
KWANGCHOW, SIAM, SOOCHOW 

ESCORTED BY: GEORGE AND ELABETH 
BAILEY AND M. NORVEL AND 

HELEN YOUNG 
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MEMBERS OF THE HILLCREST CH URCH in Abilene have sore thumbs 
after six wooks of preparing aspirin-substitute ta blots for shipment to Niger
ian Christian Hospital. The tablets had to be removed from tinfoil packets 
and packed in plastic milk jugs for shipment; this cut by 80 pe rcent the cost 
of shipping the 18 tons of pills donated by Bristol-Meyers company. Ar
rangements for the donation were made through the Southwest Church in 
Houston. An estimat ed 2.4 million pills were ''shelled'' from tho packets b"y 
families, university stude nts, retirees' groups, and other members of the 

Hillcrest congregation. 

Austin, Texas, June 24, 1980 
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Identity 

Each of us must struggle for identity. Our universe 
is so vast and so complicated there is the constant dan
ger of getting lost in the crowd. It is a thrill to know 
that the God who watches a sparrow fall, and who num
bers the hairs of our heads, notices and accounts every 
one of us as an . individual. And we might add, an in
dividual with an eternal soul. 

This fact causes each of us to want to express him
self. Each wants to increase his knowledge all he can. 
Each wants to widen his horizon to its possible limits. 
Each not only wants to be noticed; he wants to express 
his input. It satisfies something down deep inside if we 
can express identity. 

Often we try to insert ourselves in areas that are not 
our prerogative. We draw Jines and build walls where 
we have no right to do so. We want to fence off a do
main that we can rule over. It is hard for us to accept 
the fact that if and when lines of demarcation are 
drawn, they must be drawn by the Lord and not by us. 
We have only to recognize the lines he draws and the 
walls he builds. 

A good illustration is our stance concerning the 
church. Anyone who reads the Bible at all knows there 
is but one church. There is one church in the same sense 
that there is One God, and one Lord- Jesus Christ. We 
must not adopt an attitude that would either extend 
the boundaries of that kingdom to those whom the Lord 
has excluded, nor narrow its bounds by a sectarian 
partition or denominational spirit. We must leave the 
lines exactly where the Lord draws them. 

We can identify with any person on earth who has 
obeyed the call of the Lord and committed himself to 
the Lord on the Lord's terms. All these have been added 
by the Lord to his church, and we have not the power 
to add to or substract from. Our concept of the kingdom 
must remain just as broad and just as narrow as the 
Lord has drawn the lines. And all those in the kingdom 
are our brothers. We are all one family. We are fe1-
low heirs. We are members of the same body. We be 
brethren. We can ident ify as bone of his bone and flesh 
of his f lesh. 

Each of us has the personal responsibility to re-study 
and re-think the entire Revelation of God for himself 
personally. He cannot strain his religion through the 
mind of another. Before God he is an individual. He is 
not lost in the la:byrinth of mankind. To eaclh one God 
has communicated the eternal verities for his personal 
profit. 

2 [402] 

Being a f ree moral agent, each of us has the primary 
responsibility to make decisions based upon his personal 
understanding of God's Revelation that are righteous 
and just. We find our identity in this sense of personal 
r esponsibility. This very fact precludes the profound 
truth that God's will can be known. Although complex, 
it is amazingly simple. Although profound it is clearly 
discernible. God does not give us instruction -couched 
in inexplainable language. We can understand his will. 
Life would be without meaning if this were not t rue. 
God does expect us to study to show ourselves approved. 
He expects us to understand his will. 

Part of the identity search is concerned with our in
terpersonal relationships. God's Revelation provides a 
fellowship-an atmosphere-of tolerance and accep
tance and understanding. It is indeed a brotherhood. In 
it we learn to live and let live. Neither can say to anoth
er "I c1on't need you." None can be an island. And uone 
can lord it over his brethren. It is part of the search for 
identity that we learn that we are all members of one 
body. 

In the fellowship of the saint, each must develop his 
own gift to the profit of all. Each must serve and each 
must be served. The greatest among us are those who 
are the greatest ser vants. Human differences are blend
ed into one beautiful body of believers. The unity of 
faith becomes a unity of spirit. We find identity in los
ing our lives for Christ's sake. The whole duty of man 
becomes perfectly clear-to fear God and keep his com
mandments. And each saint's needs become the concern 
of all other saints. 

We find ourselves by losing ourselves in the unique 
fellowship of redeemed souls clustered around the 
cross. The Lord's Supper becomes the vital link con
necting the community of grace. Baptism is to us a com
mon seal of the covenant of love and forgiveness. Each 
of us has become a son of God through faith in Christ 
J esus. And in this fellowship we find the real meaning 
of our lives. 

The search for identity is climaxed when we come to 
the realization that the foreordination and predestina
tion of God is f ullfilled in us who walk not after the 
flesh but after the spirit. The way one relates to the 
Holy Spirit is by surrendering one's life to his way. 
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ELMER PROUT 

When a non-Christian sees a cross on a building or tower he 
may think in some general way about Christianity. For the be
liever however, the cross is not a generality. In the gospel the 
cross is significant only because Jesus Christ died by crucifixion. 
It is that death that has given the cross its central place in 
Christian thought. 

The death of Christ is at the heart of the gospel. "Christ died 
for our sins according to the scripture .•• God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us (I Cor. 15:3; Romans 5:8). The New Testament is not 
interested in crucifixion as a topic of historical study but as the 
expression of divine redemptive action-"Jesus Christ and him 
crucified ••. the power of God and the wisdom of God" (I Cor. 
2:2; 1:24). 

Because we believe that the crucified Christ is Lord and Savior 
it is shocking to hear the Apostle Paul say that some people think 
of the cross as 'foolishness' and as 'a stumbling block' (I Cor. 
1:18, 23). But if we remember that in the first century, death on 
a cross was the most shameful execution imaginable-reserved 
for the lowest classes of criminals-we may begin to understand 
the Jewish and Greek reaction. Cultured Romans and Greeks 
considered the matter so distasteful that they did not even want 
to say the word 'cross'. 

Greeks were interested in new ideas and were ready to listen 
to any one (cf. Acts 17:16-21)_. So when a Christian evangelist 
came with a new message the Greeks eagerly invited him to 
speak. But when the evangelist proclaimed that salvation came 
through the death of the Son of God on a cross it was too much to 
bear-they laughed and went in search of something more 
reasonable. 

The Jews of the first century were eagerly awaiting a Savior
the Messiah who would deliver them from the Romans. When the 
Apostles said, "We have news of the Messiah. We can tell you 
about the Person who has fulfilled all the Old Testament prom
ises" the Jews were quick to listen. But when the speakers went 
on to say "The Messiah is the Christ whom you crucified" most 
of the audience cried out in outrage. 

If first century Christians had wanted to make an impression 
on the elite among the Romans, Greeks or Jews they would have 
had to drop all references to the cross of Christ. Of course, they 
refused to do that and continued to take their stand, not on the 
wisdom of God as it is revealed in Christ (Gal. 3:1; 6:14). 

Nineteen centuries later the basic human opposition to the 
cross of Christ has not changed. The cross is still a scandal be
cause man's thoughts still center in himself and his abilities. Man 
seeks to build his hope on what humanity can do. "If we just 
develop better schools-education will save the world; if we can 
raise the GNP people's needs will be satisfied and we will have 
peace; if we increase our national defense capabilities we will 
prevent war and enter a new era." 

Mankind refuses to admit its weakness and sinfulness. Hu-

manity clamors for a do-it-yourself religion and wants nothing 
more than to be re-assured of its ability to solve every problem. 

The offense of the cross begins when people realize that 
through his death Jesus Christ is saying "You cannot save your· 
self!" Jesus' death declares that (1) no human. method can save 
mankind; (2) mankind is helplessly lost without a Savior; and 
(3) Jesus Christ, and he alone, is the Savior. The cross replaces 
human pride with·the righteousness of Christ (I Cor. 1:29-81; 
·3 :18-28). What man needed but could not buy Christ paid for in 
full (I Peter 1: 18-21). 

We must be very clear that the gospel does not consist of say
ing "Jesus died on a cross and left a good example for us to fol
low. If we will follow the principle of the cross the world will 
become a better place." 

The world would be happy to hear that because it is always 
eager to try its hand at applying a new principle. The world 
could keep all its· self-sufficiency and go to work on the "cruci
fixion principl~still under the illusion that man is in control. 

The gospel is directly opposite to· that view. The word of the 
cross begins by saying "Christ has done on his cross what no 
other person could ever do. He has done what all people had to 
have done for them." Thus the gospel invitation is not primarily 
"follow the example of Christ"-r~ther it is "Accept what Christ 
has accomplished for you on his cross." 

In the twentieth century the church faces a world that is con
vinced that it can save itself. "Work your way to salvation •.• 
think your way to salvation . • . meditate your way to salva
tion ..• " the variations on the human-power theme are endless. 
Under the pressure of this humanism we are tempted to tone 
down the message of the cross. Is it so bad to be well thought of 
in the right circles? Do we have to be out of step with the ma
jority all the time? Maybe, after all, man can work out his sal
vation if he just really gets down to it .•• 

The rationalisms are tempting but we must resist the com
promise that they involve. There is no way to preach both the 
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God. Let us determine 
that like Paul we will "know nothing but Christ and him cruci
fied." 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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How did evil come into being? Man has long asked this question 
without receiving a satisfactory answer. Just the same, he can
not keep from asking it because curiosity in the nobler sense of 
the word is at the base of his mind. It will only be when man 
ceases to think that he will stop questioning. Man cannot find 
the perfect answer, because his reason is finite and predicated on 
his experiences. Moreover, his intellectual power has developed 
under t he influence of the very malign presence for which he 
seeks to account. 

A soul whose life was beyond the influence of evil might be 
able to account for the problem of its origin. However, it would 
scarcely be possible for such a soul to communicate this knowl
edge to other souls living within the domain of evil. 

And yet, that mankind should ask this question continually 
after thousands of years of baffled imagination and disappoint
ed search, is within itself an enlightening and hopeful fact. It is 
a question implying a faith that lasts with an undaunting cour
age. It shows forth a conviction that evil is not eternal, but 
temporal; not supreme but subordinate, not natural to the uni
verse, but an alien a nd interloper. It witnesses to man's knowl
edge that evil is not the whole, but a part, not the straight line, 
but the deflection; not a component in the perfect ha rmony of 
existence, but a discord which breaks the chord. 

If mankind should ask how good came into being, all mankind 
would be in the a rea of despair. It is good that man asks how evil 
came into being, beca use he is then in the area of hope. 

We are told that all the answers to the question whence evil 
that have been attempted fall into three categories. The firs t 
answer is to deny that evil does exists. The second would have it 
that ther e is no difference between good and evil. The third con
fesses that the_ origin of evil is at best a myster y, and would 
have us be content with the knowledge of its reality a nd its man
ner of manifesting itself in the world. 

All ideas which are predicated upon the idea of the essential 
nothingness of evil, add up to a practical denial of its exis tence. 
Traces of such theories may be found throughout all Christen
dom. Thomas Aquinas said, " God created everything that exists, 
but sin is nothing; so God was not the author of it." In Robert 
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Why Evil? 
W . HARLAND DILBECK 

Browning's poem of Abt Vogler, there is this: "The evil is 
naught, is null, is s ilence implying sound." There are some things 
that may seem obvious without being correct. When I was in 
college, I learned that cold is the absence of heat. Conversely I 
answered an examination question that heat is the absence of 
cold, only to learn that heat is defined as the movement of 
molecules. 

We a r e told that darkness is the absence of light, and that evil 
is merely the negation of good. 

The anvil upon which all these negative hammers are des
troyed is the practical conviction that evil is jus t as real to us in 
our experience, just as solid, just as f unctional, as is good. The 
desire which seeks a wrongful pleasure is no less vivid than that 
which seeks a right pleasure. The will which decides u pon a 
wicked action is just as strong as that which decides upon a 
righteous action. The end sought is no more negative in the one 
case than in the other. If evil is nothing, it is a strangely active 
positive and potent nothing, with all the qualities of a something. 
The hypotheses which seek to account for its origin by tracing 
it to a mere negation or absence of good, raise a bigger question 
than the one they attempted to answer. Instead of asking how 
evil came into being we would then have to ask, How did evil (a 
mere nothing) come to have the reality, the life, and the power 
of a something? 

All theories predicated upon the idea of the necessity of evil 
lead to a practical denial of the dist inction between evil and 
good. If the necessity be purely natural then there is no possible 
ground for making such a distinction. The inexplicable constitu
tion of the orig inal atoms of the universe has produced a mother's 
love and a murderer's hate in the same way, and the one is a good, 
or as evil, as the other. Bu t if the necessity be ordained by a di
vine being, then all its results must be in keeping with His will 
and must serve His purpose. Any essential difference between 
evil and good becomes unimaginable. All that remains is a formal 
difference, in which evil is good in disguise, a necessary but un
recognized element in the development of the universe. This 
would be like creating water that could not drown, fire that could 
not destroy and man that could not sin. And we would be forced 
to accept the statement of Pope's Essay on Man: 

"All nature is but art, unknown to thee; 
All chance, direction which thou canst not see; 
All discord, harmony not understood; 
All partial evil, universal good; 
And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite. 
One truth is clear, Whatever is, is r ight." 

The rock upon which these theories of the necessity of evil go 
to pieces is the practical knowledge of the nature of evil, which 
comes to us through the same moral sense which makes u s aware 
of its existence. Ther e is no variation in the witness of human 
consciousness just here. Evil is recognized not merely as some
thing which is, but also as something which " ought not to be!" 
This is the characteristic by which we recognize it . If from this 
characteristic we determine to t r ace its orgin to a divine necessity 
which has ordained it and called it into being to serve a good 
purpose, then we must admit that our original distinction of evil 
is a n illusion. It is not "that which ought not to be." It becomes 
"that which ought to be." The whole problem of the origin of evi l 
dissolves in an absurdity. We a re left to solve a more profound 
question. How did our moral consciousness, with such an err or 
at the very heart of it, come into being? Is it a mistake? Or is it 
a lie? Or might it be a divinely imposed delusion as some theo
logia ns present the theory of the sense of guil t as a purely sub
jective feeling, which makes it amount, in effect, to a result of 
ignorance, or an illusion ordained by God for a good end? 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Ordinarily I would not respond to art
icles such as the one written by Brother 
PeiTY C. Cotham in the May 6, 1980 issue 
of the Firm Foundation. Since this article 
opposi'ng the nation-wide "Clean Up 
Television" Campaign is so incredibly in
accurate and so potentially damaging, 
both to the Campaign and to the efforts 
of thousands of congregations, who have 
worked so hard on this project, however, 
a prompt response is essential. 

First, let me make it clear that neither 
the elders h ere at Joelton nor I have any 
objection to the voicing of responsible 
opposition to any program we may sug
gest. If a project cannot bear the scrutiny 
of the brotherhood it does not deserve to 
exist. 

With the exception of the Bible Call 
program, however, which is now in 215 
cities and has still received virtually no 
criticisms of any kind, I have never been 
directly involved in a program which has 
received so little negative reaction as the 
"Clean Up Television" Campaign. Con
sidering the fact that this is now, by far, 
the largest single project in the history of 
the church involving more than 6,000 
participating congregations, or over one
third of the entire brotherhood, the al
most total lack of critical response is sur
prising. Aside from a few crank letters 
from athiests and homosexuals, to the 
best of my knowledge we have received 
only four or five legitimate letters of 
complaint a nd these generally were 
s imply misunderstandings of what is 
actually being done. 

The Campaign now stands at a very 
critical moment. Almost 400,000 signed 
forms have already been received and, 
due to the large number of new partici
pat ing churches, the initial s ign up period 
will continue through June 1st. (Forms 
which must be sent after this date, how
ever, are still welcome and needed since 
this is only the beginning stage of the 
Campaign). 

In view of the great potential for good 
which this program has, and in view of 
the serious need for every possible addi
tional response I f ind it difficult to be-

The Clean Up Television Campaign
A Reply 
JOHN M. HURT 

lieve that such an article of opposition 
should be written without even so much 
as a letter or phone call to see if the 
statements made in it were actually 
accurate. In reality, almost none of them 
are. 

First, the statement that the Joelton 
Church is trying to "speak for the entire 
brotherhood" is totally without founda
tion as anyone who is even vaguely 
familiar with the Campaign knows. We 
have repeatedly emphasized that Joelton 
is not over anyone, nor are we even a 
"sponsoring congregation" for the Cam
paign. It has always been emphasized 
tha~ each participating church is carrying 
on Its own separate, but well coordinated 
! ~cal campaign and that the only thin~ 
?ifferent that Joelton is doing is provid
mg free 'information and assistance neces
sary to coordinate our efforts and provid
ing a place in which volunteer workers 
can assist with the nation-wide tabulation 
of the forms, 

It is also totally incorrect ·that any of 
us at Joelton are responsible for select
ing the programs to be opposed. This was 
done, as every participating congregation 
knows, through a nation wide survey in 
December in which the member s of every 
participat ing church were asked to list 
the five programs they felt to be most 
offensive and the five most wholesome, 
Thousands of Christians from all over the 
nation took part. Anyone familiar with 
the Campaign knows that we are not ad
vocating that a single program be taken 
off the air (a fact which I have repeated 
numerous times on various radio and TV 
talk sh ows). What we are insisting on is 
that all television programs be "cleaned 
up" so that they not only refra in from 
showing scenes depicting adultery, homo
sexuality and incest, but that such im
moral actions will also no longer be treat
ed in a joking or otherwise favorable 
light. How anyone could disagree with 
this is difficult to understand. 

A fourth item in need of correction is 
the suggestion that we are somehow act
ing as a "pressure group". Actually the 
very opposite is true. In reality w~ ar e · 
saying to companies "you are free to put 
on any material you choose, but as good 
stewarts of the Lord's goods we also have 
a right not to allow you to use our money 
to do so". We are taking nothing from 
these companies, we are simply not g iv
ing them funds which we have a right to 
control. 

We have all, in fact, already followed 
this practice in local matters for years. 
If a store with which you have been trad
ing suddenly begins allowing one of its 
suppliers to display life-size nude photo
graphs on every wall of the store and re-

fuses to have' them removed, you simply 
refuse to go into that store again until 
such a practice is abandoned. Can anyone 
seriously believe that if you discuss your 
decision in Bible School the next Sunday 
and others also decide to take similar ac
tion that this by some twisted logic makes 
the class an unchristian "pressure group"? 
If so, then almost any firm stand the 
church takes on any topic in which we 
oppose anyone could be characterized by 
our opposition as a "pressure tactic". 

Two brief additional points need to be 
made. The statement that "the ratings 
prove (what) a majority of people want 
to see:', is true (if at all) only in the 
broadest sense. When most top shows 
draw only 20 million viewers out of 218 
million in the nation, it takes a special 
kind of arithmetic to conclude that this is 
what the nation as a whole wants to see. 
Many decent people who like many of the 
popular shows do not approve of the 
showing of scenes of adultery, homo
sexuality, or incest. We believe it is a 
very low opinion of the nation indeed that 
believes that everyone except "us" '~ants 
to see filth. The Campaign is already 
p'roving that t here are multitudes of 
morally decent people who are ·as appalled 
as any of u s at the filth, immorality, and 
sexual perversion now being shown. The 
"rating" argument is a put;e myth. 

Finally, the charge that Joelton is 
somehow a "missionary society" is totally 
out of harmony with the facts. Every 
participating congregation knows that we 
are not even a "sponsoring church". Each 
congregation is doing its own work and is 
being encouraged to pay for its own 
materials. Various congregations have 
helped to see that information is dispersed 
to the Brotherhood, but this has always 
been encouraged as their own part of the 
program. 

It is obviously the responsibility of the 
church to oppose false doctrine wherever 
it is found. There are very few false doc
trines more destructive than the teaching 
that adultery and homosexuality are not 
wrong, yet this is systematically being 
taught daily to millions of young people 
by means of television. If false teachers 
walked into the homes of our members we 
would oppose them. Should we do less be
cause they come in by means of televi
sion ? There are two ways to oppose false 
doctrine, 1. by teaching the truth and 2. 
by refusing to support it. This we are try
ing to do. If the congregation where you 
attend is not already involved please 
write the Joelton Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 218, Joelton, Tn. 37080 for informa
tion and sign up forms, or call (615) 876-
0510. 
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Growing Mature Leadership 
R. D. ICE 

"The church is a hospital for sinners, not a rest-home for 
'saints.', Christian life is not "unrealistic" or "escapist." Scrip
ture makes it plain that Christians cannot "reign with Christ'~ 
until THEY LEARN TO SOLVE the ordinary problems of life. 
Paul was embarrased because some of his "spiritual children" 
could not handle their disagreements (compare I Corinthians 6:1-
5). How, then, could they expect to help the world to find the 
truth? 

Paul complained to the Lord about his "thorn in the fle~h." But 
God refused to remove it, and said, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness" In Jesus' 
parable of the two houses, both faced a storm which "tested" 
their construction. We must learn to accept the "stonns of life" 
as being part of our on-the-job-training for Eternity. 

Every successful leader is a problem solver. Moses, Joshua, 
David, Solomon, the apostles-each of these were characterized 
by their ability to deal with problems. As someone has said: "The 
gateway to reigning is guarded by problems which can only be 
solved by men of character and Spirit-given wisdom." Problems 
do not prevent people from becoming leaders. Rather, problems 
reveal who the true leaders are. The unsuccessful person mea
sures the size• of his problems and "explains" his defeat. God 
uses problema to measure us for placement in his kingdom. 
(Compare the parable of Talents.) Each problem conquered pre
pares us for the next challenge. God uses problema to promote 
or to limit ministries. What is really in our heart is revealed by 
how we deal with problems. And this in turn determines our 
spiritual destiny. 

The Christian life-style is designed to prevent and minimize 
problems. In the Beatitudes, Christ describes a type of person. 
They are humble (rather than arrogant), disciplined (rather 
than uncontrollable), desire to do God's will, show mercy, pure 
in heart, work for peace, and have the ability to stand up under 
persecution. These qualities are problem preventing as well as 
problem solving. As the ultimate Leader, Christ demonstrated 
these qualities in his life. 

Oil wells sometimes explode and Red Adair has developed a 
specialized "ministry'' of dealing with oil fires. Many church 
leaders, like Red Adair, are waiting for the next explosion! We 
spend muck time trying to put out fires that Christian principles 
woUld have prevented in the first place! Israel stubbornly refused 
to allow God to lead them into the promised land of rest. Their 
rebellion kept them in the wilderness forty years. All that time 
they saw the amazing things God was doing, yet they didn't know 
God's way. They did not trust God or his ability to do what he 
had promised. And they were the losers! Disobedience produces 
many problems that obedience would prevent. But watch out that 
pride and self-righteousness do not cause us to react against the 
disobedience of others, as Moses did when he struck the rock. The 
Lord warns leaders against overreacting (Galatians 6: 1). 

Problems are fertilizer for God's purposes if Christians act as 
people who know they are sinners who have been put right with 
God. We must show the grace that faces disobedience, bears the 
hurt, and offers a way to restore broken relationships. The at
titudes taught and developed by Christian life equip us to handle 
problems when they arise. Here are seven elements of Christian 
response: 

a) Detennine, tlw,t with God's help we will solve the problem. 
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Our bond in the blood of Christ requires us to act "redemptively.'' 
Like "marriage," we do not have the option to abandon or to 
quit. We cannot just walk away and forget it. We must improve 
the situation and solve the problem. 

b) Face problems with a redemptive attitude. God did not aban
don Creation, in spite of its sin. Jesus came, faced sin, revealed 
God's love, and through death brought victory. We are redeemed. 
Christ bought us for God. His bloody-death is God's means to 
change us from "dead and lost" into "alive and saved!" Solving 
relational problems is an endless task. It is not a "one-shot sacri
fice," but a way of life/ A redemptive attitude causes us to face 
every situation positively, convinced that God's purpose is at 
work to bring glory out of it. 

c) God has placed an oppOTtunity in the problem. Jesus endured 
the cross for the joy that was set before him. Because he solved 
the problem, we may live eternally! Ask God for wisdom to see 
the goal in the problem. Move through the problem toward the 
goal. 

d) Whose problem is it? You might be worrying over someone 
else's problem. I ·Peter 4:15 speaks of meddlers in other people's 
affairs. The Greek word means "false overseer or bishop." Be 
sure you have a responsibility to "oversee" the problem before 
you get involved in it. With whom is my problem? Do not disturb 
the peace of those who need not be involved. [Often a trouble
maker will try to involve as many people as possible.] 

e) Don't put it off I It won't go away if you ignore it. Instead 
it will probably grow larger. If you try to hide things which the 
congregation should know, they will probably come back to haunt 
you. 

f) If correction is required, be gentle, so you will not add a 
further problem. Compare 2 Timothy 2:24-25. A soft answer will 
turn away wrath. Don't miss this point. I have at times, and I 
regretted it. 

g) Don't dump your feelings on those who look to you for lead
ership. If you must confide your own difficulties, share it with 
those to whom you look for counsel. Those under care depend 
upon you for steady leadership that brings peace and security. 
They are not there to lead you through your problems. [On the 
other hand, don't pretend to be a "superman.''] 

h) Be willing to be humble, to do what you must do [without 
wildly trying to vindicate youT actions], and trust God to work 
it out. Pride produces contention. Humility removes the self-pres
ervation factor that brings contentiousness. Bear in mind that 
the final solution may come after you are gone from the scene. 
Allow God to work his purpose in his time. You can obey, but 
it is up to God to finally resolve the matter. [It is more important 
to "be something'' than to "do something." It is very difficult to 
"sit and do nothing" when that is what is required to do while 
God works it out. There are times this writer has seen when ac
tivity just got in the way of Gods solution to the problem.] 

While God uses problems redemptively, Satan uses them hop
ing to destroy us. Problem solving carries an element of risk 
and sometimes a price. But if you refuse to deal with a problem 
you have been given, it may turn into a curse. When the Enemy 
is defeated in a problem, the "stinger'' is removed. Then the 
problem is a healthy exercise, and you will benefit by it. 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells (1) 
JERRY HARVILL 

THE SHRINKING PULPIT 
Dr. James S. Stewart, the famous Scottish pulpiteer, in his 

W arrack lectures on preaching warned against any man an
nouncing a course on "How to Preach: By One Who Knows." He 
declares, "The creature is an impostor! No man knows how to 
preach. You will have to reckon with this significant, disconcert
ing fact, that the greatest preachers who have ever lived have 
confessed themselves poor bunglers to the end, groping after an 
ideal which has eluded them for ever." Stewart goes on to say, 
"Even if Providence should spare you to this work for fifty years, 
your thought will be . . . 'If only I could start all over again 
now!'" (Heralds of God, p. 104,). 

Not everyone saying "amen" to Stewart's analysis is a friend 
to preaching. In fact, it is no secret that preaching has fallei?
upon hard times. Both in and out of the church a growing host 
of moderns look upon all preaching as a waste of time. 

Now the fact is, by Biblical standards, much that passes for 
preaching is suspect. I know I never leave the pulpit without 
wishing I had done a better job. Let it be said that there is no de
fense for slip-shod preparation and canned sermons. Such is not 
only a waste; it is a menace. 

But it is a glaring mistake to judge the value of preaching on 
the basis of abuses. To do this is to discard the baby along with 
the dirty bath water. What is needed for preaching today is 
neither mindless endorsement nor hypercritical rejection, but a 
mutual rethinking of Biblical realities by both pulpit and pew. 
Like Isaac we need to dig again the wells which were dug by our 
fathers (Gen. 26:18-19). For to reopen the Biblical "wells" is to 
find "a well of springing water'' for today's preaching. 

Eclipse of Preaching 
However, like Isaac we soon qiscover that re-digging the wells 

is not easy. Modern "philistines" have silted up our wells, and it 
will take effort and determination to open them up again. Fur
thermore, today's "philistines" are no more friendly than those 
in Isaac's day toward re-digging the wells. They quarreled with 
him then (vs. 15, 19-21, and they are likely to do the same today. 
Still, it is worth the effort. Indeed, we have no alternative. 

But to effectively reopen the wells of Biblical preaching we 
must accurately inventory the debris which blocks our access. 
What has happened to depreciate preaching so? What changes 
in pulpit and pew have created the modern eclipse of preaching? 
Without some historical and cultural perspective we cannot even 
understand our problem, far less solve it. 

Rise to Secularism 
The largest and most awkward obstacle in the way of Biblical 

preaching today is secularism and its effects on both pulpit and 
pew. 

The secularization of Western culture refers to modern man's 
efforts to deliver himself first from religious and then from 
metaphysical control over his reason, language, and activity. Its 
roots are traceable through the Industrial Revolution and the 
Age of Enlightenment to the Renaissance and the birth of Hu
manism. The primary assumptions of the secular man include: 
(1) so1JeTeignty: man is the measure of all things; (2) auton.omy: 
personal decision is the only thing that counts; (3) rationalism: 
reason and science are the only measures of reality; (4) inherent 
goodness: evil is only environmental; what is "normal" is good; 

and ( 5) maturity: modern society has come to age and has no 
further need of any external guidance (see Jacques Ellul, Th6 
New Demons (1975 E.T.), pp.18-87). 

However, the problem of secularism does not end here. By the 
very sequence of events there exists the illusion that our post
Christian culture has tried Christianity, found it lacking, and 
moved on to better things. As Jacques Ellul has written, "It is a 
society which is no longer Christian, a society that has had the 
experience of Christianity, is the heir of the Christian past, and 
believes it has full knowledge of the Christian religion because 
it retains vague memories of it and sees remnants of it all 
around ... the church and the faith are simply vestiges from the 
past" (The New Demons, p. 25). 

All of this has enormous implicatjons for contemporary preach
ing. In the first place, a generation drunk with the pride of its 
technological miracles will have little appreciation for the 
Biblical verdict that "a. man's life is not his own; it is not for 
man to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). I 

Second, to preach a universal standard of righteousness which 
remains functional whether one personally "likes" it or not (cf. 
Rom. 1:16-18; 2:16; Acts 17:30-31; 2 Thess. 1:6-9), will be 
abrasive to most ears today. Indeed, the whole notion of the will 
of God will appear a waste of time to secular men because by 
definition it is not his will but their own will which is their con
cern; only as they can see personal advantage for themselves 
will they give hearing to the Lord's will. 

Third, as rationalism takes over it appears more and more 
foolish for one sinner to exhort other sinners to obey God; foolish 
and impertinent. Both preachers and hearers lose faith in the 
power of something as intangible as "the word." The human mind 
says "It doesn't work!" In our wisdom we devise substitutions to 
make worship and growth more effective. 

Fourth, it is easy to see that those convinced they are "not so 
bad" will be offended by the stern realities of Divine wrath and 
Judgment. Modem man resists the idea of guilt precisely because 
it contradicts one of the basic doctrines of secularism: man's in
herent goodness. The Christian also reacts against guilt, but not 
by denying it or rationalizing it for this only promotes. irr~spon
sibility. Rather, the Christian clings to Christ's substitutionary 
Atonement and the reality of Divine grace. However, unless guilt 
is real, there can be no real grace, and therefore, Christians need 
to be clearheaded about their motives for questioning themes like 
righteousness, judgment, and discipleship. 

FinaUy, to those who feel mature and ''come of age" the:e will 
be basic resistance to efforts by peers to instruct them m the 
Lord. Such persons are likely to feel they profit more from self
study and meditation than from listening to someone preach. 
There is the underlying conviction that they are competent and 
mature and if given the chance could better utilize the time wast
ed in preaching. 

Looking back over this initial survey it is clear that modem 
secularism has left its mark on today's attitudes toward preach
ing. The answer is certainly not to abandon our age-that would 
be to default in our mission. But at the same time we must take 
care we do not conform ourselves to it. 

895 Murfreesboyo Rd., Nashville, Tenn. 37217 
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The Preacher's "Point of View'' 
Recently the following statement was 

made by an elder: "The trouble with this 
leadership series is that it is written from 
a 'preacher's point of view,' and most of 
the leadership material we have is written 
by preachers's not elders ! " There are sev
eral fine series on Leadership written by 
elders-J. W. Grimsley, Paul C. Witt, and 
most recently, Walter Adams. There are 
others, but these simply point out that el
ders have written and do write on the 
subject. All leadership workshops I have 
ever attended have bad both elders and 
preachers on the program. 

The innuendo from such a statement 
is that since leadership material is written 
by preachers, it is biased or less than 
sound, thus does not need to be considered 
too seriously. The gospels and epistles 
show the individual styles of the authors. 
They were written from different points 
of view with different groups in mind. 
Does this make them prejudicial or less 
than sound? 

Paul, a preacher, teacher, and apostle, 
wrote I & II Timothy and Titus, books 
which stress church leadership, to preach
ers, Timothy and Titus, and charges them 
to, "Preach the Word; ... correct, rebuke 
and encourage." He tells Timothy and 
Titus to "do the work of an evangelist, dis
charge all the duties of your ministry," a 
part of which was "set in order what re
mains, and appoint elders in every city as 
I directed you." Paul then lists the qualifi
cations of elders and deacons. The words 
used to describe leaders, bishop, overseer, 
shepherd, pastor, presbyter, elder, along 
with biblical principles of leadership 
found in godly leaders in the Old Testa
ment, Nehemiah, Joshua, Moses Romans 
15:9, I Cor. 10:6, clearly indicate how 
those who qualify should function in their 
leadership roles. In fulfilling this respons
ibility he was to "maintain these princ
iples without bias, doing nothing in a spirit 
of partiality." 

It is clear from a study of Paul's epistles 

MICHAEL DANCHAK 

to Timothy and Titus that the preacher 
MUST teach concerning leadership-the 
qualifications and functions. In applying 
the Word of God to specific situations 
found in various congregations, he must 
"set things in order." A congregation 
whose leaders or members are found to be 
"out of order'' must be corrected by the 
preaching of the Word. 

The preacher has the responsibility to 
1) strengthen the existing leadership, pre
pare potential men for leadership, "receive 
accusation against an elder except on the 
basis of two or three witnesses," and those 
who continue in sin, "rebuke in the pres
ence of all, so that the rest also may be 
fearful of sinning." It is at the points of 
strengthening existing leadership by 
teaching and· rebuking sin in the leadership 
that the charge "that is only the preacher's 
point of view" arises. When the light of 
God's truth is used to reveal weak leader
ship decisions that are slowly killing the 
church's spirit and evangelistic outreach, 
and when sin is pointed out, many leaders 
rebel against plain teaching from God's 
Word and cry, "That's just the preacher's 
point of view." People who do not believe 
in baptism by immersion for the forgive
ness of sin often use the same line of 
reasoning to excuse their violation of God's 
Word! 

When preacher's preach and teach the 
truth of God's Word concerning leader
ship, that truth comes from the Word. 

Preachers and Bishops are both teachers 
of God's word; they are both to teach 
"sound, healthy doctrine", they are both 
to contribute to the welfare of the body of 
Christ. When a preacher needs to be cor
rected, the elders must use their authority 
as pastors, to take him aside and help him 
develop into a more effective and sound 
instrument of God; and when elders need 
instruction and correcting, the authority 
of the Word must be used. "In pointing 
out these things to the brethren, you'll be a 

(Continued on page 12) 

Sperm Banks and Christian Ethics RUBEL SHELLY 

A California millionaire has established 
a sperm bank for Nobel Prize Winners. 
The plan is to breed exceptionally bright 
persons by means of artificial insemina
tion. Women with high IQs will be selected 
to serve as host wombs for the children 
thus conceived. So far three men have do
nated sperm, and three women have been 
impregnated. 

The technology which makes this and 
similar genetic experiments possible in our 
time was unknown in biblical times. The 
moral principles in inspired Scripture are 
adequate, however, to provide guidance 
even in this most complex of ethical prob
lems raised by the "new medicine." 

The Bible presents marriage, a psycho
physical union of two people under divine 
law, as the single place where procreation 
is authorized (Gen. 1:27; Matt. 19:4-9). 
The two partners to a marriage have ex
clusive bodily-sexual rights to each other. 
"The husband should give to his wife her 
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conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to 
her husband. For the wife does not rule 
over her own body, but the husband does; 
likewise the husband does not rule over 
his own body, but the wife does" (I Cor. 
7:3-4). 

Thus it follows that the conception of 
a child outside of marriage or the inter
ruption of the one-flesh relationship be
tween a husband and wife by a third party 
constitutes fornication. 

The use of medical teachnology to im
pregnate a woman by artificial insemina
tion with the use of her own husband's 
sperm does not violate the exclusive re
lationship between them. When the two of 
them have consented to the procedure, no 
third part has invaded their one-flesh 
unity or jeopardized their psycho-physical 
relationship. 

Artificial impregnation with the sperm 
of any third party, however, is an al
together different matter. The child con-

ceived by such a process is not the product 
of the union of husband and wife. And the 
sort of genetic selectivity which is being 
practiced in connection with the Cali
fornia experiment is a variety of stud 
farming which conjures up memories of 
Nazi genetic experimentation with a view 
of creating a "master race." It assesses 
the value of a human life for its instru
mental capacity for intellectual achieve
ment rather than its intrinsic worth as 
life in the image of God. 

Scientifically the whole notion is ques
tionable. Geniuses do not always breed 
geniuses; high IQs do not guarantee well
adjusted or meaningful lives. Morally the 
id~ 'has even less merit. It is reprehen
sible and should be opposE-d by Christians 
and other morally sensitive individ11als. 

2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 

The Feast of All Feasts 
WALTER H. NELSON, SR. 

As we look about us today, we see men 
observing certain days in memory, honor 
and respect on special occasions. But let 
us go back about 2,000 years. The setting: 
Our Master in an upper room sitting down 
with 12 men. He institutes a special spirit
ual meal we call the communion. He uses 
bread to portray His body which was given 
for all the world, also the fruit of the vine 
to picture His blood that was shed for us. 
He wasn't forced to do this, He did it of 
His own free will. As we sup, there exists 
a holy triangle between God, our brethren 
and ourselves. There never bas been any
thing like it. This feast will continue until 
Jesus comes for us. 

We should look forward from one Lord's 
Day to the next to be able to meet with the 
saints, eating in memory of Jesus our 
Savior. Our minds should go back to His 
sinless life, death, burial and resurrection. 
As we eat, we also ought to remember His 
words, "I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth on me, though he die, yet 
shall he live; and whosoever liveth and be
lieveth on me shall never .die. 

Don't ever let anything hinder you 
from gathering together for this triangle 
in memory of God's Son. If we willingly 
fail to observe this meal we can rest as-
sured that we don't love Him, "If ye love 
me vou will keep my commandments " 

One important thing about this feast, 
and it should literally overwhelm us with 
joy is, that He is coming back again. Yes; 
to claim, own, name, and give us a crown 
if we have remained faithful (Rev. 2:10). 
When we eat this feast with the saints it 
testifies to a lost and dying world that we 
worship a live Christ, not a dead one. If 
He should come while we are still alive, 
wouldn't it be wonderful if He found us 
eating this meal in His memory? 

And finally, when He comes and takes 
us away to that bright mansion, there 
won't be any need to gather specifically as 
we will be with Him forevermore, "And so 
shall we ever be with the Lord". Praise 
God. 
316 N. Brand Apt. C, San Fernando, Ca. 
91340 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

Failure To Ad Is Sin 

Many people seem to have· the idea that 
unless they do something immoral they 
have not sinned. They can understand that 
stealing the property of others is a sin. 
They know that murder and fornication 
are sins for which people will be sent to 
hell if they do not get forgiveness. But it 
seems very difficult for them to realize 
that they can go to hell for doing nothing. 
They can truthfully say that they do not 
lie, steal, murder or commit adultery. And 
they can add up a number of good things 
they do, such as being good parents, good 
neighbors, good citizens, visiting the sick 
and helping the poor. And if they are 
members of the church they can say that 
they attend one or two times a week. And 
because of these things they feel certain 
the Lord is not going to find any fault 
with them in judgment. But what does the 
Lord say? 

The One-Talent Man 

In Matt. 25: 14ff., we learn that a master 
called his servants to him and delivered to 
them the number of talents (amounts of 
money) they were able to handle, which 
he intended for them to invest so that upon 
his return he would receive his money with 
added interest. Two of the servants ac
cepted that responsibility and gained other 
talents and he pronounced a blessing upon 
them. But the one-talent servant said he 
was afraid to invest his master's money. 
He was unwilling to accept the respons
ibility for doing what his master knew he 
had the ability to do. He did not lie to his 
master. He did not steal any of his master's 
money. He did not misuse any of the 
master's money. He just did not do what 
he was able to do. He made no effort to do 
what his master told him to do. Is this not 
the picture of many members of the Lord's 
church today? They belong to the Lord; he 
has bought them with his blood. They 
have ability to serve him. The Lord has 
given them talents-responsibility accord
ing to the ability they have. He expects 
them to accept responsibilities and serve 
him according to their God given ability. 
They can name a long list of sins they do 
not commit, but can they say, Lord, you 
gave me one talent, two talents, or more, 
and I have used them to gain others? They 
may argue that they have no ability to 
serve the Lord. And there are people like 
that, for whom the State provides rooms, 
and some have padded walls. People who 
have enough ability to learn and do what 

ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

one must do to become a servant of the 
Lord, have enough ability to serve the 
Lord. If they serve him according to their 
ability, the Lord will save them; if they 
do not accept responsibility to serve the 
Lord, he will send them to torment, if the 
parable of the talents teaches the truth. 

Leaves, But No Fruit 
In Mark 11:12-14, 20, 21, we have the 

lesson of the fig tree which had plenty of 
leaves, but there was no fruit on it. Jesus 
pronounced a curse upon it and it withered 
away. We may let the leaves represent pro
fession and the fruit represent practice. 
And this will teach us a lesson about pro
fession without practice. This is the status 
of far too many members of the Lord's 
church. They have been planted in the 
Lord's vineyard by doing what one must 
do to become a child of God, and now they 
profess to be Christians; but when the 
Lord searches among the leaves he can 
find no fruit. They may be able to name 
many sins they have never committed; 
they may be able to say truthfully that 
they never have any desire to commit such 
sins. But this is not bearing fruit to the 
glory of God. Paul prayed that the saints 
at Philippi might be "filled with the 
fruits of righteousness" (Phil. 1 :11). 
Righteousness means right doing, good 
deeds. This is positive Christianity. It is 
good, and necessary, to refrain from im
morality, which is the negative side of 
Christanity, but this is not all the Lord 
requires. 

The Barren Fig Tree 
In Luke 13: 6-9 we have another par-. 

able which teaches us that the negative 
approach to Christianity is not enough. A 
man had a fig tree in his vineyard which 
did not bear fruit. His attitude was to 
cut down this useless tree. It took as much 
space as the trees which bore fruit; it took 
as much moisture as trees which bore 
fruit; it took as much mineral strength 
out of the ground; and it took more of the 
vinedresser's time and labor than the 
trees which bore fruit. But in exchange for 
all of this the tree gave nothing in return; 
it cumbered the ground; it was burden
some and troublesome (Webster). The 
owner of the vineyard was ready to cut it 
down, but the vinedresser made inter
cession for it. "Let it alone this year also, 
till I dig about it, and dung it: and if it 
bear fruit thenceforth, well; but if not, 

thou shalt cut it down." We may view the 
Father as the owner of the vineyard and 
Jesus as the vinedresser. Some view Israel 
as the fruitless tree. Bro. McGarvey did 
not think so. But there is a lesson for us. 
We are in the Father's vineyard and we 
are expected to bear fruit. If we do not 
bear fruit, good deeds, service to God, 
Jesus will intercede for us, but not for 
ever. The fruitless tree will finally be cut 
down. The inactive, do-nothing, church 
member will be lost. 

Knowledge Without Action Is Sin 

"To him therefore that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin" 
(James 4:17). Sin is defined as lawlessness 
and as transgression of law; and all un
righteousness is sin. This is doing things 
which God forbids. And many people are 
satisfied with their lives if they refrain 
from doing such things. But this is only 
one side of Christianity. Failing to use our 
abilities and opportunities to do good is 
just as sinful in God's sight as doing the 
things he has forbidden. It is true that not 
many of us, perhaps none of us, can per
form all the woz:ks which God expects his 
people to do. Therefore it becomes our 
duty to learn what we can do best in the 
Lord's vineyard, or kingdom, and spend 
our time and energy doing that. There are 
some church members who should not visit 
the sick because they will do more harm 
than good. And not every church member 
can go from door to door setting up Bible 
studies because they do not have the knack 
of meeting strangers and leading them to 
study with them. But as each member of 
the physical body has its place and serves 
its purpose, so every member of the Lord's 
spiritual body, the church, has its place 
and can serva the Lord's purpose. Our 
eternal salvation depends upon our finding 
that place, accepting the responsibility 
to serve the Lord according to the ability 
he has given us. Refusing or neglecting to 
serve God when we know we have the op
portunity is as sinful as doing the things 
God has forbidden us to do. May the Lord 
give each of us the wisdom to find our 
place in his vineyard; may he give us the 
resolve and the courage to render the ser
vice we are able to render; may he crown 
our efforts with success and finally give 
us a home with all the redeemed of all 
ages. 

2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO. 80227 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

I 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy f lowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time·tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set-all the work of 
one man- suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

Price $8.95 
per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8% . Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 



WHY EVIL 

(Continued from page 4) 

- But if our reasoning is appalled by these 
theories of evil as originating in nothing
ness, or in necessity, in what direction 
shall we look for an answer to the question 
of how it came into being? There is only 
one avenue of approach left open. That is 
the line of the facts as they lie before us in 
the world of experience. This is the direc
tion we must take. We must hold firmly to 
it. We must follow it as far as we can; and 
when we can follow it no farther we must 
stop, certain that to turn aside fr-om that 
line is to fall into falsehood. 

What, then, are the facts of evil recog
nized by the moral sense of all mankind? 
First, it is "that which ought to be." Sec
ond, that it actually is. Then, that it man
ifests itself in our own experience in con
nection with voluntary acts contrary to 
"that which ought to be." But "that which 
ought to be," must be the will of God. 
Therefore "that which ought to be," can 
only make itself known in the world 
through the will of a creature capable of 
going contrary to God. The possibility of 
evil depends upon the freedom of the creat
ed will. Freedom, then, which means the 
power of contrary choice· must be the door 
through which evil entered the world. 

But what lies behind that door? Why 
does it enter? Why does God permit it? 
Certainly God must have bestowed the 
gift of freedom with a good purpose. He 
must have intended man to choose the 
good in order to attain freedom in har
mony with the ideal of his nature. But 
when evil enters through freedom, the 
purpose of freedom is violated and the very 
end of its being is frustrated. The will, 
choosing evil, comes into subjection to it, 
and cannot realize itself in a lasting free
dom of concord with good. 

Evil, then, as it manifests itself in the 
world is a purposeless, aimless thing. It is 
an abuse of the power of choice. It is a 
caprice. It is violence to reason. Mortal 
man can find no rational explanation of its 
origin, because its origin appears irratio
nal. Just as the secret things belong to J e
hovah, the origin of evil is incomprehen-

sible. There is a madness about it that 
confuses the mind. The Greeks took refuge 
from it in the myth of Ate, the eldest 
daughter of Zeus, the power of bane, who 
blindeth all." But this was only a shift of 
desperate ignorance to get rid of the dif
ficulty by transferring it from the human 
to the divine. 

A wiser thought maintains the convic
tion that wherever the madness of evil 
comes from, it does not come from God. 
Its origin is beyond our knowledge. Muller, 
On the Christian Doctrine of Sin, states: 
"Evil is the inscrutable mystery of the 
world; it ever remains, in its inmost 
depths, impenetrable darkness." It is not 
to be comprehended in its cause. It is to be 
known by its effects, which are symptoms 
of its nature. 

To speculate farther in this is to aban
don fact for fancy. The Bible does not give 
us light beyond this point. It presents no 
doctrine of the origin of evil. It tells us 
only how it came into the world, and what 
it means in the life of mankind. Where it 
came from is unrevealed. 

There are two places in the Bible where 
the entrance of evil and the fall of man are 
described-and they both teach the same 
lesson. The parable of the prodigal son is 
just as significant as Adam's lost paradise. 
In both stories the origin of evil is hidden. 
The serpent that tempted Eve, and the far 
country that attracted the Prodigal are 
both a mystery. In both accounts the en
trance of evil is through self-will-blind, 
perverse, ruinous, but free, and therefore 
1·esponsible. In both accounts the nature 
of evil is rebellion, self-injury, separation 
from God. In both accounts the result of 
the evil in man's heart is the sense of sin. 

Adam's account stops there; but the 
Prodigal's account goes on to salvation. 

4542 Ledge Ave. N., Hollywood, CA. 91602 

HELEN YOUNG RECEIVES 
HONORARY DOCTORATE FROM LCC 

Helen (Mrs. M. Norvel) Young received 
the first honorary doctorate ever awarded 
by Lubbock Christian College, during re
cent commencement exercises. 

Dr. Harvey Pruitt,· Rt., bestowed the 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

6outbrastrrn JSiblital Jn•titutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free - Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins Augusfl8, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

Doctor of Laws degree on Mrs. Young in 
recognition of the vital role she has played 
in the development of Pepperdine Uni
versity, and numerous other activities in 
the interest of education throughout the 
country. Pruitt said, "Because of her con
stant· devotion to family and to Christ and 
his church; her instructive and inspira
tional writing and speaking; her hospital
ity; her dedication and significant con
tributions to Christian .•. "' the degree 
was bestowed. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regJ!farfy a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
mumon purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the farge carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega· 
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, eGch, $3.00, 
plus $150 postage and handling. . 

Firm Foundation PubUshing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787(;1 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 18161 
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THEY STARTED THE YEAR 1980 WITH CHRIST 

Now when January is over, do you re
member what you did on 31 December 
and J anuary 1 ? 

I am going to t ell you what I did. 
On December the 30th I traveled by 

car from Madrid to Sanlucar de Barra
rueda, in t he South of Spain, about 500 
miles from Madrid. There, we are es
tablishing the Church. The last day of 
1979 I preached in the evening to about 
50 persons that meet there. That same 
evening I traveled 60 miles to Dos Her
manns, another village in t he South of 
Spain where we have a congregation with 
120 members. We began the service at 
10:30 p. m. and finished it at 1 a.m. after 
midnight. This means we dismissed 1979 

and began 1980 praying to the Lord, r ead
ing the Bible, singing hymns and an
nouncing the Salvation message. 

Next day January the 1st. the first day 
of 1980, I preached in another church in 
the South of Spain, in Sevilla, in a con
gregation with 80 members. 6 persons 
were baptized. After them, three more 
persons were baptized. 

These nine persons began 1980 with 
Christ. 

Juan A. Monroy 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1980 in an expanding baccalaureate 
nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of arts and 
sciences supported by the members of the church of Christ. The program is NLN ac
credited. Current enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Appli
cant should have at least a master's degree in the area of community health, 
maternal-child, medical-surgical or mental-health psychiatric nursing. Other areas 
may be considered . Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from dow!'town Uttle Rock. For further information, contact, Chair
man, Division of Nursing, Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Harding University, Searcy, AR 
72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(2 14) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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THE PREACHERS ,POINT OF VIEW 
(Continued from page 8) 

good servant of Christ J esus, constantly 
nourished on the words of faith and of the 
sound doctrine which you have been follow
ing." I Timothy 4:6. 
Michael Danchak, Church of Christ, Iowa 
Park, Texas 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies "'" accepted. 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products tor t h e Thrl!ty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Plea.se w r ite or oall !or tree catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Bx 8300 
W nco, T e xaa '1Ml0 

Ed Wllaon 
(81'1) 772-1104 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

lVrite or call for ill/ormation 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817/429-1403 

lOo/<> 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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A NEW SERIES' 

$9.95 plus tax 

Other authors 

scheduled for 

this series are: 

Gary Beauchamp 

Richard Rogers 

Prentice Meader 

John C. Stevens 

Doug Parsons 

Marvin Phillips 

SERMONS FOR 

TODAY 
VOL. I 

by REX P. KYKER 

NOW READY 

KYKER is Head of the Communications Department of Abilene 

Christian University and was the 1975 "Teacher of the Year." 

He is wel l known in civic affairs and as an after-dinner speak

er. He was Chairman of the Speakers Bureau of March of 

Dimes for 10 years and has been president of numerous 

organizations. In 1967 he was Governor of the Texas-Okla

homa District of Kiwanis. 

He has preached for thirty-nine years and has preached exten

sively over West Texas. 

* 
Order From 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
"Prestige Publishers" 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 
OR HOUSE 

774 E. N. 15th 
Abilene, Texas 79601 

P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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BOOKS .!Jn feview 
SERMONS FOR TODAY. Rex Kyker, 
BRP. 191 p. $9.95 

22 sermons preached in the inimitable 
style of the author over a number of years. 
Divided into three sections-Doctrine, In
spiration and Family, these clear, poi~ted, 
scripture-based lessons are well outlined 
and easy to read or to preach. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

WISDOM THAT WORKS. David Huh
bard. Word. 137 p., $4.95. 

James is an appeal for the use of wh
dom in problem solving, and this book 
by the President of Fuller Theolog1cal 
Seminary is a good treatment of the book 
of James under thirteen topical headinga. 
A lot of good advice on how to face up 
to life's problems. 

STUDENT POWER IN WORLD MIS
SIONS. David Howard. IVP. 128 p. 
$2.25. 

Anyone acquainted with our times knows 
something of the power of student action. 
Many of the good things t hat are being 
done are done by students. We are com
ing into a time when hundreds of them 
are going into the world to help spread 
the kingdom. Here is some excellent in
formation of how and why it works. 

TRIUMPHS OF THE IMAGINATION. 
Leland Ryken. ICVP. 262 p. $5.95. 

A rather comprehensive study of liter
ature in general and its relationship to 
the Scriptures. The author points out that 
Christians have a different perspective as 
they approach literature. Due to the in
creased interest in literature that relates 
to relig ion this should be an interesting 
study. 

THAT THEY MAY TRAIN THE YOUNG 
WOMEN. Ruth Thompson. B. & D. 
Enterprises, 154 p. $3.95. 

Based on Paul's instruction to Titus, 
this study book provides much needed 
guidance in the art of training young 
Christian women Excellent for a g irl's 
class, or for any other ladies' class or 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 2V2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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ladies' reading. Each admonition in Titus 
2 is the heading of a lesson. 

GOING ON TO MATURITY. Rubel Shel
ly. Christian Teacher .. 165 p., $3.50. 

The author points out that too often 
we emphasize the first principles and 
then neglect the things that help one 
mature into the likeness of Christ. Twelve 
chapters deal with spiritual growth, and 
emphasize the advantages one has as a 
Chr istian to surpass what he might be 
able to do with his own life all by himself. 

"When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to !include the prioe. 

All books reviewed here mny be purchased 
from the Firm Found3tion Publishing House. 
Please add 70c for postage and handling on 
orders of $10.00 or leu ; 8% on orders over 
10.00. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
gr oup rate 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
12% ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas_ 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

This adVertisement is neither an otter to sell nor a solicitation or otters to bUy any or these bOnds. 
The offering Is made only by the Prospectus. 

1---------------- -------------- ------------
PAYING AGENT - MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.00 per line. Deslgu.ed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeldng work or conPTesa
tlona seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 

OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportaUon
directions ph. 528-0635. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CBATBA.M, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
iLASKA..:.:::.=._=--AN ......... O"""H~O'"'"RA---G=:m,...---C..,..H .... UR="""c""'H~-O"'"F== 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND-. 2205 E. Morgan Ave., 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1• 
12'11. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'1tl-4018. 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAU..U, 
HAWAII Ph. 332-8628 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3<H9, 
Lihue, HI. 967&.6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
aomeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School o( 
Preachlns Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover StreetS 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Hmrper, 473-8228. 
RELIGI011S BOOKS BOlJGHT. For detaJfls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA., ARIZ., 061 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Monterrey, Me::dco1 Ave. Fundlclonea 109 

.. A,. OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willlng to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-874-6845. 
ATI"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. '195-2811. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA 1 Sixth and Arllngton Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. '1:30 
P.M. 

MONTREAL-QUEBEC 
Needed-Maturer of Men. 

Second Timothy-Chapter 2 Verses 1 & 2 
House and Salary provided. 

Lachine Church of Christ 
c/o Michael Mazzalongo 
Area Code 514-634-2840 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
En,:llewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

BAY A.BJllA. SCHOOL OF PREAOHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Pleasanton, Cnllfornla 941S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 
SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 

South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. lrlaln. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1291. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0!' 
P.M. 

TEACHERS WANTED - SIERRA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, Stockton, Calif. Grades K-9. Young ex
panding school. Phone (209) 464-9045 or write Qulll 
Fuchs, Administrator, 4868 North Sutter St., Stock
ton, CA 95204. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 Ol' 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 988-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Position available with well established child placing 
agency, one of the largest in the south. 
Position requires fund raising and business adminis
tration skills and a move to Texas. 
Inquiries will be held strictly confidential. 
Write: 

Mr. Smith 
P.O. Box 29784 
Dallas, Texas 75229 

"'s-m-a""'U~C,..on_g_r_e_ga....,tion in South-Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience; House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Ideal for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7/10 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 80 mi. per hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available in Texas. 915-547-2211 or 
547-2373. 
Autos F:.:..or--::Sal~e-: -=T=h-e-f=-oflowing vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50: cars $48.00: trucks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

CHURCH BUSE8-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas, TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 

VIEDO EQUIP. SWAP SHOP 
No charge for listing equipment for sale or trade 
with Bible Viedo News. Box 2087, Santa Clara, CA. 
95051. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE. Have 16 years full time 
experience. Married age 52, one daughter at home, 
three children in coflege. Seeking an existing church 
that really wants to grow and has the desire to 
reach the lost in their community. Will also consider 
beginning a new work. Have extensive experience 
in personal work, campaigns and organizing a pro
gram of work. Prefer a location in Tenn., Ky., Ill., 
Ind., or Wise. Contact Gordon Makool, P.O. Box 
686, Pulaski, TN 88478. Tel. 615-368-8288 or 615-
868-2777. 
NEED . ...:.E.:..:....D-: -E=:-le_m_e_n_ta_ry-..,.&--=Sec-o-n"""d_ary_....,Sc,..-:-ho-o....,l...,T=ea-c.,....h-
ers, Administrators-Mission & Evangelistic oriented. 
Contact: Arnold E. Pylkas, President/Principal, 
Atlantic Christian School. 12975 S.W. 6th St., Miami, 
Florida 83184. Tel. 805-223-8531. 
EVANGELIST A VAILABL'=-:E=,:;..;.....a_ge--,4c:::5-, -w-=i-:-:th~f:-am~ll:--y. 
Prefer Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi area. For 
more information contact Charles Townsend, 1009 
Medary Ave. South, Brookings, South Dakota 57006 
or telephone 605-692-6451. 
MINISTERW ANTED-~"='In-d-:-:i-,a-na-A-=-v-e_n_u_e~C:;-h-ur-ch......----:of 
Christ, Bloomington, Indiana. Desire a mature man 
in late SO's or 40's. Interested in bus prollram. 
Please send resume to: Paul Sturgeon or Jerry 
Rudkins, c/o Indiana Avenue Church of Christ, 800 
North Indiana Avenue, Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 

SOCIAL WORKER-WANTED _____ _ 
Childcare a!lency seeking Christian MSW or BSW 
to work with children In group foster home. Mail 
inquiries to: LaPlace Christian Foster Care Home, 
P.O. Box 430, LaPlace, La. 70068: or call (604) 
652-9938. 
PREACHER NEEDED for established church in 
Belo Horizont.e. Brazil. A replacement for mission
ary who will be returning to the states In July, 
1981, is being sought for the Palmeirns church. 
Membership of about 126 faithful members: own 
buildinlls: 13 years old; great potential. Support 
furnished. Contact: Elders, Western Hills Church 
of Christ, 8800 Chapin Road, Fort Worth, Texas 
76116. 

AVAILABLE EVANGELIST looking for work with 
strong leadership. Three years experience with per
sonal work. Graduate of Whites Ferry Road. Please 
contact at home. Dwaine Estes (914) 462-6962. 
WANT TO BUY-Used books of the Brotherhood. 
Bob Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Texas 76539. 
512-932-833;;.:3~. n-:--:-.--:--:---:;-;;-:-:---~~--.. 
WANTED: Preacher for full-time work to preach 
the Gospel of Christ. We can offer a reasonable 
salary and a fully furnished two-bedroom mobile 
home located in an adult park near good shopping 
areas. Interested persons may contact: Rodrick B. 
Coffey, 5416 Sun Valley Drive, Sun Valley, Nev. 
89481, phone 702-678·1010 or Harry Marlow, 2100 
North Virginia St., Reno, Nevada 89508, phone 702-
322-1840. 
MINIST;:;E-;::R~W;:-A~N=T;;;E;;;D:--:fo_r_we~ll:--es....,.tab...,....,l.,...ish..,......ed....-co-n-g-re-
gation of 275 to 800 in the great Northwest. Must 
be doctrinally sound and have a good past per
formance record. Congregation of great potential 
for growth with a mature minister. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, c/a Roccl Cletti, 1808 
East 100 4th Street, Tacoma, Wa. 98445 or phone 
(206) 537-5807. 

INVESTIGATIDI The FII'Dl Foundation 
trlea to screen advertlaln,:;, BDd will not 
kllowlngly take questionable advertlslnlir. 
But lt Is the reader's reaponslbiUty to In• 
vestlgate. Like uny other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwlttln~;ly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest, 
lnvestiKatel 

PRESIDENT'S REUNION 

Western Christian College, in Weyburn, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, is 36 years old. It 
has had four presidents. Recently the four 
men came together at a gospel meeting at 
Weyburn, conducted by Richard' Dacus, 
the founding president. Pictured here fol
lowing the service are (L toR) Max Mow
yer, Glen Dods, Dan Weib and Richard 1 

Dacus. 

Bennett W. Land, 2020 Glenwood Drive, 
Stillwater, Okla., 74074, May 6, 1980: My 
wife has been awarded the doctoral degree 
in Vocational Education for the disad
advantaged and handicapped at Oklhoma 
State University here. A native of Neo
sho (Mo.), she early came to know and 
love the late evangelist, Rue Porter. Bro. 
Porter once told her: "I hope you use 
your bright mind to help other girls and 
boys." The seed thought lodged and re
mained. The wise man said: "A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver." Prov. 26:11. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, To., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO 1UITION. 
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and maxium interest from 
THE NEWA RK, DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BU ILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOO L. 
Since 1974 the Newark Church of Christ has operated Aletheia School. 
The school has p roven to be an o utstanding tool for spreading =--
the influence of Ch rist in Delaware. The school now includes 
day-care thro ugh grade 5, bu t the new facil ities made possible by this 
bond program wi ll permit expansio n through grade 8. Bond info rmation: 
Pays 10%; 10'12%, 11 %. Dated March 1,1980. Due Se rially. Maturing 6 mo nths to 
15 years. Offering made by prospectus only. For pm~pectu~ or miormatwn <1mtact : 

' t'\\.Uk Churth nf Chrbl 'J I S.tlcm Church Road Ncw<~rk, Dcl.w.arc 1'1713 1302 ) 737-3781 

c ~~ r 
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Fifty Japanese and American preachers met recently for th o a nnua l 
All-Japan church leaders lectureship. The a uthority of the Bible wa s the 

topic for the three day meeting and discussions include d a study of 
translation methods as well as the practical application of tho Scripture 
to the life of the church. Among the Americ a ns who attended f ive arc 
pictured here- standing in the back row: Dwight Albright; Steve Carrell; 
Joe Betts (twenty-five years in Japan); Lee Bulls and Marlin Ray. 

Austin, Texas, July 1, 1980 
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Selecting Leadership 

There is not a more critical time in the history of a 
congregation than when it comes to select its elders. 
Selecting a man whose authority will go to his head will 
pose a problem so long as he remains in the congrega
tion, regardless of whether he remains as an elder. 
Selecting one who is unqualified dooms the church to 
inefficient leadership. Selecting one that will not ~tudy 
and grow as the congregation grows dooms the con
gregation to mediocrity. Selecting leaders who cannot 
change as the times demand change will block any 
advancement. 

When a church selects men, who in turn decide that 
they are to make all the decisions, and who will not give 
due consideration to allowing others to be heard the 
congregation inevitably drops into a "family affair," 
and everything is kept in the hands of ''friends." When 
others cannot tolerate the situation further, the church 
splits and ~e elders blame the others-never them
selves. 

Free and independent congregations such as ours are 
prime targets for unscrupulous people. So often they 
infiltrate a congregation, working for years as faithful 
Christians, waiting for the time when they can become 
a part of the leadership of the church. They think of 
leadership as the right to make the decisions. Once 
firmly entrenched, all they have to do is get a majority 
of the leadership on their side, and then call the shots. 

We see in the papers that one Nashville church evi
dently took to heart the contentions of brethren that 
elders have the right to call the shots. This church has 
eleven elders. They voted 8 to 8 to allow instrumental 
music in the worship. The majority called the shot and 
instrumental music came into the worship immediately. 
It came into the worship of countless hundredS of other 
congregations in that same way in the days of the 
great division over the issue. 

It begs the question to talk about the authority of 
elders and hedge the discussion by explaining that we 
are talking about elders who are obedient to the Lord, 
and qualified according to the Word. If all elders were 
doing God's work in God's way the issue would never 
arise. In fact, there would be no such thing as shot
calling, for the Bible knows nothing of the practice. It 
is not a question of authority; it is a question of au
thoritarianism. It is not the work of biblical elders that 
is under fire. It is diatrophesianism; secret-meeting, 
power playing abuse of biblical authority that tears up 
churches. 
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The problem can be traced in most churches back to 
what actually happened, instead of what should have 
happened, when elders were appointed. The kind of 
.people we appoint or select is the kind of people we will 
have. When we select inefficient leadership we will 
have inefficient leadership, and it cannot be effective 
in the performance of its duties. 

There is no division of thought anywhere as to wheth· 
er God ordained that the church be led by elders. Thank 
God, we can be united on that, because in their hands 
is left the guidance of the most precious thing on earth 
-the church. Because of that we ought to select them 
with extreme care. Then they ought to do what elders 
are supposed to do. And we ought to be subject to them. 

We have no central agency that can approve or dis
approve leaders as they arise. The average church 
member wouldn't know a wolf from a sheep even when 
each is wearing its own fleece. You don't really know 
there's quicksand there until you. have stepped into it. 
This authoritarian syndrome isn't the harmless little 
thing many would have it be. We note that when its 
defenders really look at the principle they are defend
ing, they all defect. None want to defend what is hap
pening in so many congregations. 

We are concerned with the quality of our elderships. 
A majority of our elders have never taken a Bible 
course in their lives. And a majority of those who pass 
on preachers and preacher's sermons have never made 
an outline for a public talk in their lives. God's church 
does not die because it is blown up by saboteurs, but 
because it is set upon by lethargic leaders. Too many 
would not even know there was a mission field out 
there if they had not heard it in someone's sermon. 
Elders should feel the same compunction to study and 
to improve that preachers feel. And congregations 
should demand the same diligence in study of elders 
that they do of preachers. They fire the preachers who 
are lazy and inefficient. An elder's job isn't bossing; 
it is serving. 

A church that disregards the Scriptures regarding 
the quaJities of its leaders when it chooses them de
serves what it gets. Young people are repeatedly warn
ed to choose a mate with care because the arrangement 
is for a lifetime. · And churches should choose their 
elders with care for you have to put up with them for 
a long time. 
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A Re.spectful Word to "Senior Saints" 

A Proper 0 utlook on Life: 
RUBEL SHELLY 

A great deal in any person's life depends on his or her out
look. In some ways, all of us acknowledge this fact. For example, 
we do not by choice live in houses whose windows face a blank 
wall. We prefer a little patch of green grass or a tree or two. 
Even the traffic of a busy street beats staring out at a 
monotonous blank wall. This business of outlook is important 
when you are building a house, but it is even more important 
when you are building a character. 

The human spirit has eyes, and the deadliest monotony of 
all is that of a soul gone dull. Life is a poor affair for the 
person of any age who looks out upon the blind walls of earthly 
circumstances and has no spring green of faith, no blossoms 
of hope, no fair flowers of love to see. Yet just that sort of con
fining outlook threatens to blind us as we grow older. People 
begin to feel trapped by the walls of age, decreased strength, 
failing health, etc. Life become a dull monotony. Should it? 
Must it? 

I can write this article as an expert on aging-because I am 
still reasonably young! No, I claim no special knowledge or 
insight into the matter. It is just that I have a special respect 
for "senior saints" in the kingdom of God. And while I do not 
begrudge youth rallies, youth ministries, and youth programs, 
I fear that we are neglecting Christians on the other end of 
the age spectrum. In this article, I want to honor older Chris
tians and to exhort you to continue filling your important 
places in the work of Christ and the church. I want to encourage 
older Christians to have a positive and confident outlook on 
life as you age. 

Different Attitudes Toward Aging 
When the first census was taken in America in 1790, half 

the people in this new country were 16 years old or younger. As 
recently as 1970, the median age in the United States was under 
28. We Americans have come to think of ourselves as a per
petually youthful lot. But the_ nation is changing rapidly in 
this regard. The median age will pass SO in 1981, reach 86 by 
the year 2000, and approach 40 by 2080. Over that same time 
span, the number of people over 66 will more than double 
to around 62 million-one out of every six Americans. 

Demographers (i.e., students of human population) are speak
ing of this phenomenon as the "graying of America." Gerber 
Products no longer can say "Babies are our business-our only 
business" because that company is now selling life insurance 
as well as baby food. And the TV commercials for the "Pepsi 
generation" now use models with eyeglasses and wrinkles as 
well as the traditional teen-aged ones. 

Some do not appear to be accepting the reality of aging, 
however. They waste a lot of energy and money to disguise 
the effects age is having on their appearance. The inevitable 
cannot be delayed. Unless we .die young, we all have to face the 
special challenge of growing old. We can be crushed by the 
onrushing years, feeling resentment and despair over the fact 
of increased age, or we can grow old gracefully. We can become 
mellower, wiser, and godlier as we grow older. 

The book of Ecclesiastes is the melancholy brooding of an 
old man over a misspent life. It gives a paradim case of the 
pessimistic view of old age. Solomon wrote: "Remember also 
your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days 
come, and the years draw nigh, when you will say, 'I have no 
pleasure in them'; before the sun and the light and the moon 

and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the 
rain; in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and 
the strong are bent, and the grinders cease because they are 
few, and those that look through the windows are dimmed, and 
the doors on the street are shut; when the sound of the grinding 
is low, and one rises up at the voice of a bird, and all the 
daughters of song are brought low; they are afraid also of what 
is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, 
the grasshopper drags itself along and desire fails; because 
man goes to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the 
streets .... Vanity of vanity, says the Preacher; all is vanity" 
(Eccl. 12:1-6, 8). 

Contrast with that dreary spirit the following positive state
ment from Paul: "So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 
every day .... For we know that if the earthly tent we live in 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor.16-6-1). On his 
eightieth birthday, John Quincy Adams is said to have re
sponded to someone's question about his welfare by saying: 
"John Quincy Adams is well. But the house in which he lives 
at present is becoming dilapidated. It is tottering upon its 
foundation. Time and the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its 
reef is pretty well worn. Its walls are much shattered, and it 
trembles with every wind. I think John Quincy Adams will 
have to move out of it soon. But he himself is quite well, quite 
well." I think his statement captures the essence of what Paul 
was driving at in the passage cited above. 

Notice in particular that Paul attributed this positive spirit 
to a particular outlook on life which Christians have. He said: 
"We look not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, 
but the things that are unseen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4:18). 

This brings us ·full circle, then, to the matter which was 
raised at the start of this study. It really is true that a great 
deal depends on one's outlook. 

The Right Outlook for an Older Person 
If you are a "senior saint" among us, allow me to encourage 

you to look up. Keep the eyes of your soul fixed on spiritual 
things, on God, and on your heavenly citizenship. David, in what 
is generally considered a psalm of petition for guidance, said, 
"My eyes are ever toward the Lord" (Psa. 26:16). Returning 
to Paul, he expressed a similar sentiment when he wrote: "I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 8:14). Christians of every age in 
life are supposed to "set your minds on things that are above" 
(Col. 8 :2), and the Christian who is getting older is no excep
tion. One of the things that causes the human spirit to de
teriorate is having nothing to look forward to. Some older peo
ple feel that the best times of their life are gone, and thus they 
settle in with depression. The Christian looks up by faith and 
knows that the best is still ahead for him. 

Older Christians also need to look inward periodically. Self
examination is an element of Christian responsibility at every 
stage of life. "Examine yourselves, to see whether you are 
holding to your faith. Test yourselves" (2 Cor. 18:5). The young 
person must examine himself with regard to youthful lusts and 
temptations to live for the wrong things; the person in middle 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Church as a Family 
"The household of God, which is the 

church of the living God." •(1 Tim. 3:16). 
Paul's words call us away from every 
tendency to think of the church as a build
ing, a meeting or an organization. We are 
challenged to see the church as God's 
family. 

A family created by God through Christ. 
The doctrine of creation means that the 
existence and nature of all things is de
termined by God's will and action. So, for 
example, when a gardener decides to grow 
tomatoes he can do that only because God 
created the plant, the soil and all condi
tions necessary for that purpose. The 
gardener works in hope because of what 
God has already done and continues to do 
in his world. If the connection with God 
were to be broken the gardener could cul
tivate, plant, water and wait but it would 
be in vain. 

The creation principle also applies to 
the human family. If we ask "Where do 
families come from? What is the purpose 
of the family?" the true answer can be 
found only in reference to God the Crea
tor. It is true that Adam said, "This at 
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman" (Gen. 
2:23). But he was able to say that only 
because God had created the woman. And, 
the man and woman could come together 
to have children and form a family for 
that same reason. The family is not a 
human idea; it is, at its very center, God's 
gift. Being a family is carrying out the 
promise or potential which God wrote in 
the human heart. 

In the same way the Bible demands that 
we think of the church as God's created 
family. People sometimes suggest, 
"Wouldn't it be nice if the church were 
more like a family. Let's make it that 
way." But, actually, we cannot make the 
church 'more like a family' than it al
ready is-through Christ, God has created 
the church as his family. The church is a 
family, not because we think it should be, 
but because God made it that way. 

The fundamental hope and assurance 
for the church is the continuing thrust of 
God's creative action. We should not think 
of our part in the church as making it 
into a family. Just as the gardener or the 
mother and father have the opportunity 
to use what God has written into his 
world so we have the chance to be a part 
of the realization of God's family purpose 
for the church. Our whole attitude to
ward the church will change from one of 
protectionism to assured hope when we 
accept the fact the church, along with 
its nature and purpose, is firmly set in 
the plan which God has accomplished in 
Christ Jesus. (cf. Ephesians 3:10, 11). 

A family in which God is the Father. 
In our society a growing number of chil
dren do not know who their fathers are. 
Men engage in casual sex with no in
tention of accepting the financial, mental 
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and emotional responsibilities of being a 
total father. 

God the Father stands in divine con
trast to those absentees. Through his word 
God assures his children that he is active
ly present among them: " ... how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask him" 
(Matt. 7:11; see also Matt. 6:26-32)? 
God joyfully indentifies himself as the 
Father of the church, deeply involved in 
the life of every member of his family 
(cf. the father's joy in Luke 16). 

God's fatherly relationship to the church 
is clearly emphasized in the book of Ephe
sians. It is especially significant that 
this letter which has so much to say 
about the church also repeatedly declares 
that God is the Father in that church. 
Five times in Ephesians Paul speaks of 
'God our Father' or 'God the Father' (1 :2, 
17; 6:23; 4:6; 6:20). He adds that God 
"chose us to be adopted as sons" (1:4, 6). 
Because we have "access in one Spirit to 
the Father" we are "members of God's 
household" (2: 18, 19). The climax comes 
in the statement that the "whole· family 
of believers in heaven and on earth de
rives its name" from God the Father 1(3: 
14, 16). 

What is the church? The Bible uses 
many figures of speech to describe the 
church but among them none is more mov
ing than that of the family of God
the place where God acknowledges his 
children by putting his name on them. 

And because God gives his name to his 
children they can call him Father: "And· 
because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
'Abba! Father!" (Gal. 4:6). 

A family in which Jesus Christ acknowl
edges his brothers. If you have ever been 
frozen out by an older brother you know 
how crushing that experience can be. In 
God's family, Jesus Christ is the only 
begotten Son-eternal, mighty, pure, per
feet. In contrast to him every human 
stands worse than a bothersome kid 
brother full of silly questions. How will 
Jesus react to us? Hebrews 2:10-13 as
sures us that, among other things, the 
church is where Jesus is happy in the 
company of his brothers and sisters: 
". . • he is not ashamed to can them 
brethren. . . Here am I, and the children 
God has given me" 

And Jesus shares with God's children. 
We all know of families which have been 
torn apart by quarrels over inheritances. 
But here is Jesus, the sole and rightful 
heir to God's eternal glory, and he shares 
freely: "and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ ... " 
(Romans 8:16, 17; see also Gal. 4:7). 

A family in which the Holy Spirit 
leads people to their Father. Children in 
orphanages are said to spend untold hours 
wondering if some one will ever adopt 
them. The waiting is a lonely, fearful 
time. What a glad day it is when the 

waiting is ended by a matron who says 
to the child, "Come with me. I will intro
duce you to the people who want to adopt 
you ·into their family." Until that message 
comes the child can only hope that per
haps some time, some one •.• 

Something like that is involved in our 
adoption into the family of God. Before 
we heard God's wish to make us members 
of his family we were strangers "with
out God and without hope in the world." 
But then the Holy Spirit brought the 
message: "Come unto me all you that 
labor and are heavy-laden ••• now is the 
acceptable time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation .... The Spirit and the Bride 
say, 'Come.' And let him who hears say, 
'Come' " (Matt 11 :28; 2 Cor. 6:2; Rev. 
22:17). The strength of the ties in· the 
church depend on the fact that God is 
Father, Jesus Christ is Son and co-heir, 
and the Holy Spirit unites people in the 
family of God (cf. 1 Cor. 12:13). 

Sisters and brothers in God's one fam
ily. In many societies there is a distinct 
difference in the way sons and daughters 
are treated. Sons are the desired and 
pampered members of the family. Daugh
ters are trained to defer to their brothers. 
In those cultures there is also usually a 
distinction among the sons. The oldest son 
is the privileged person who is in line for 
special treatment in the inheritance. Birth 
determines a child's position or value in 
the family. 

In God's family there are undoubtedly 
differences in the duties which members 
are to carry out. Such passages as Ephe
sians 4:11-16 and 1 Corinthians 12 :1-31 
make that clear. But those differences in 
function do not mean that there is a dif
ference in personal value. To say that 
the church is God's family is not an 
organizational trick. Rather, it means 
that there is an actual difference in the 
quality of human relationships in God's 
family. 

Here there are no second-class mem
bers. There are no step-sisters. There are 
no kids on probation. There is no favorite 
child. There are no embarrassing rela
'tives who are hurried out the back door 
because the rich neighbors are coming 
to visit. 

Passages like the following set the 
tone for God's family: "for in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith. . .. There is neither Jew nor Greek 
there is neither slave nor free, there i~ 
neither male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus .... Here there cannot 
be Greek and Jew, circumcised and un
circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, 
free man, but Christ is all, and in all" 
(Gal. 3:26, 28; Col. 3:11). 

One Father-one family-share and 
share alike: "all are yours; and you are 
Christ's; and Christ is God's" •(1 Cor. 3:22 
23 ). , 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 96678 
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OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIEI 

There have always been heroes in the 
church. They have appeared in all cate
gories of the Lord's work through the 
centuries. Some have beene widely ac
claimed because they have served in the 
most populated part of the kingdom. They 
may have been outstanding speakers or 
they may have turned the tide of a drift 
into apostacy. Other heroes have served 
quietly in remote parts of the world, out 
on the cutting-edge of the church. They 
have worked patiently and long and have 
established young, frontier churches 
among people where Christ was unknown. 
They then devoted their lives to the nur
turing of those young churches until they 
brought them to maturity. I would like to 
tell you about two heroes who fit into the 
last classification. 

A few older Christians will remember 
the W. N. Shorts. Most of the younger 
generation-may have never heard their 
name. Brother and Sister Short went to 
Africa in 1921. They settled first of all in 
Rhodesia in the city of Bulawayo and 
worked with John and Molly Sherriff two 
years. The Sherriffs were a self support
ing, extremely dedicated couple who had 
come from New Zealand in 1896. In 1922 
the Shorts left Bulawayo and moved to 
what is now called Zambia, but at that 
time it was known as Northern Rhodesia. 
They settled in a thickly populated area 
near the Sinde River and established the 
first mission to be operated by our breth
ren in the country. A church was soon 
established and then others were begun 
in surrounding villages. As a result of this 
couple's dedication there are today nu
merous fourth generation Christians in 
southern Zambia whose great grand
parents were taught by the S!torts in the 
early 20's. Several talented and dynamic 
young preachers who were converted and 
began preaching at Sinde Mission had 
names that are still legendary in the 
churches in southern Zambia. There was 
Kombali, a powerful speaker, fluent in 
eight dialects, a natural leader who was 
an indispensable part of the Short's work. 
There was also Mafuta, who walked on 
pain-wracked legs, (stricken with elephan
tiasis), to preach in villages over a wide 
area. There was also Sikiteli who would 
ride to worship on an ox sled when leprosy 
had crippled his legs and taken away his 
hands. 

In 1926 the Dow Merritts came from 
the States to join the work in Zambia. 
Other younger workers followed and the 
Shorts were always there encouraging, 
helpful, and tolerant. They helped to se
cure new workers by establishing appre
ciative and harmonious relationships with 
each, even though they came with their 
own particular ideas and dreams. 

In 1928, seven years after they went to 
the field, the Shorts made the first of five 
trips back to the States that punctuated 
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their fifty-eight years in Africa. They 
brought with them two little girls who had 
been born in Africa and on the mission 
field. They were not deformed or suffer
ing from malnutrition but, on the cortrary, 
were healthy, hardy, and very happy. 
These facts did much to alleviate fears 
and prejudices against foreign mission 
work. 

In 1929, because of depression times, 
churches found themselves unable to send 
funds to many missionaries who found 
themselves, as did the Shorts, without 
means of returning to the States. They had 
begun a work at Wuya Wuya (where a 
church that meets in the building Brother 
Short constructed still thrives) and found 
themselves unable to live on the mission. 
So they moved to Salisbury, where Broth
er Short looked long and hard for a job. 
At first, he was unsuccessful and became 
dejected. He found, however, that it would 
be possible to homestead enough land to 
raise cattle and com, and found a place 
not far from the work begun at Wuya 
Wuya. During these difficult times there 
were periods when the family was unable 
to eat what they would have preferred, 
but the Lord never left them without food 
on the table. Their son, Bill stated, "I 
remember when I was a small child that 
mother could make the vegetables from 
our garden taste so good, even when 
they were repeat items day after day. 
Her ability to experiment successfully with 
'theme and variations' in the modest 
means at her disposal was a topic of con
versation even with other missionary 
wives." 

On the farm the family prospered, the 
children grew to be strong and healthy, 
and church work went forward. The neigh
boring farmers were generous, friendly, 
and helpful. Other than a few bouts of 
malaria and tick fever, a few forest fires, 
marauding prides of lions, packs of wild 
dogs, a snake or two in the house during 
the rainy season, one or two locust 
swarms, and other than occasional flood
iD'g rivers which isolated them for weeks at 
a time, they led a happy and reasonably 
peaceful existence. As years went by, the 
children reach young adulthood and went 
off to college, the depression eased, the 
war ended, and the Shorts were ready for 
another phase of their work in Africa. By 
1945 the churches were ready to begin 
sending support again and the Shorts 
moved to N amwianga Mission. Two years 
prior to the three hundred mile move to 
the north, the Shorts had an unexpected 
blessing for their middle-aged years-a 
son. 

At Namwianga, hundreds of students 
every year were taught to read and write 
and at the same time taught about God. 
N amwianga has been a fairly large-scale 
operation, involving several families and 
single workers, and during the fifties, 

Brother Short filled a leadership role in 
the work there that was often crucial to 
the harmonious continuation of the edu
cation and evangelization that were the 
heart of the Namwianga enterprise. 

In 1960 the youngest child came to the 
States to attend Harding College and the 
parents moved to Bulawayo where they 
now live. They worked with the Queen's 
Park congregation for two years, then be
gan a work across town in the Hillside 
area. At Hillside, Brother Short and some 
other brethren . developed an eldership 
training program which functioned very 
effectively for that congregation. When 
one stops to think of the elders, preachers 
and their wives who have been taught at 
Sinde, at Rabanga, at Wuya Wuya, on the 
farm at Fero, at Namwianga, and in Bula
wayo, it is hard to escape the tremendous 
impact Brother and Sister Short have had 
on the church in Zambia and Rhodesia
something that they do not seem fully 
aware of themselves. 

The Shorts eventually sold their farm 
when land prices were high in Rhodesia 
and they felt the Lord had thus provided 
for their old age if it was his will that 
they live longer and continue their work 
and influence among the people they had 
served so long. However, they chose to 
continue to give generously from time 
to time to the needs of the church in Rho
desia and Zambia, particularly during a 
severe drought in the late sixties, and 
they failed to take into account the high 
rate of inflation that would occur with 
trade sanctions against Rhodesia, and 
their savings dwindled faster than antici
pated. 

In 1975 their Social Security checks, 
which had become the major percentage 
of their income, stopped coming for some 
unknown reason. Routine inquiries pro
duced no results, while support from the 
States continued to fall off with long
time friends dying or becoming unable 
to send any further help. The family in 
the States finally appealed to Congress
man Hightower to see if his office could 
bring about a resumption of Social Se
curity benefits and through his staff and 
by the grace of God the benefits were not 
only resumed, but a full restitution of 
back checks was received. 

Both of Short's daughters have been 
widowed and one of them now lives with 
her parents in Bulawayo. The older son 
still serves as a missionary in Rhodesia. 
Sister Short is now confined to a wheel
chair, but brother Short is still alert and 
quite active in the Hillside church. He 
still has a lot of influence as he teaches 
and counsels several generations of 
Africans whom he has helped win to the 
Lord. 

This family needs and deserves an ad
ditional $250.00 per month on a regular 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Things Behind and Things Before 
JAMES D. BALES 

" ... forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching 
forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" 
(Phil 1:13-14) . 

Resting on the laurels of the past, as well as brooding over 
its failures and sins, can paralyze our present actions and 
prevent a better future. Paul r emembered his past both with 
its sins and its sufferings. He who does not profit by reflections 
on h is past has neglected a source of understanding and in
sight which enables him to better act in the present and better 
shape the future through his present conduct. 

However, one must forget the things which are behind in 
that he must not try to live in the past, or count that he has 
already attained. He must look to present opportunit ies and 
problems while keeping his eye on the ultimate goal of the high 
destiny which is prepared for those children of God who are 
faithfully running the race. As the past lengthens the earthly 
future shrinks and the more we are impressed with the fact 
that we do not have forever to accomplish that which we want 
to accomplish for Christ and his cause. 

The time of my retirement is at hand. My teaching career 
at Harding University which began in 1944, when it was 
Harding College, is rapidly coming to an end. 1980 marks its 
close, although I trust t hat it does not mark the close of my 
work for Christ on this earth. Years ago I introduced the 
course in Christian Evidence into our school, and yesterday 
marked the last day of the last class on this subject which I 
expect to teach in Harding University. It also marked the last 
t ime that I met my class in Systematic Christian Doctrine, 
which class I also had a part in bringing into our curriculum. 

As I face r etirement it is a time f or reflection and when I 
think of severing my official relationship with Harding, when 
I think of the students I shall not have an opportunity to help 
and to be helped by in the classroom, a sense of sadness 
arises. Doubtless I shall shed tears as my career in Harding 
closes. However, I do not have time for many tears as I enter 
into a career which will in one sense be new, while in another 
sense will be the enlargement of an old pursuit, the Lord 
willing. Instead of brooding with sadness over the past, and 
instead of retirement being a t rauma, I look forward with eager 
anticipation and with prayers that the Lord will spare me for 
additional years of service in full time writing. It is my con
viction that whatever time I have left can most profitably 
be spent in writing. For decad!!s I have gathered materials on 
a wide variety of subjects. It would be such a waste, in my 
judgment, if books which are in var ious stages of production 
were left unfinished. If I do not finish them, it is highly un
likely that any of them will be finished. There are others who 
will write better books on the subjects, but the ones which I am 
working on, or have plans for with much material gathered 
for them, will likely age my files and finally be forgotten. 

In some of the last conversations which I had on the phone 
with Foy E. Wallace, Jr. I spoke of my concentration-in so far 
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as work outside the classroom was concerned-on my writing. 
Of course, my writing has always tied in with my class prep
arations in one way or another. Brother Wallace said that I 
was being wise in doing this. One's influence lives on whether 
that influence is exercised in deeds, in the spoken word, in the 
written word, or through one's r eputation. However, the written 
word can speak afresh to each new gener ation. Who from the 
nineteenth century, and the early part of this century, speaks 
directly to our generat ion? McGarvey and those who wrote. 
I think that in retirement I can write at least four more books 
a year than I can write if I devote part of my time to the 
classroom. Fortunately I am rarely called on to preach or speak 
anywhere, therefore I shall not have to deal with the temptation 
to spend a lot of time on speaking trips. The time and energy 
which a speaking appointment , even of one day's duration, 
consumes is sometimes time enough to write more than one 
chapter of a book. This is true because oftentimes I do not 
have to prime the pump but can write out of the overflow of 
years of preparation and accumulation of materials. 

I do not view retirement as retir ement but as the entering 
into a time of concentration, the good Lord willing, on teaching 
through the printed page. It is my hope that I shall be able to 
have an even greater influence in the future than whatever 
influence I may have had in the past. One of the things which 
I hope to do is to be able to give many of my books, as they are 
published, to young preachers. In fact, some friends, and es
pecially one of them, have already enabled me to give away a 
lot of books including my two latest on The Irresponsibles and 
The Originality of J esus Christ which includes Richard C. 
Trench's book on the unconscious prophecies of heathendom. 
There are fewer of my articles being published now than at 
some times in the past, but the Lord willing I hope to do my 
most effective teaching through books in whatever time the 
Lord permits me to labor in this corner of his vineyard. Al
though heaven is my only certainty, due to the grace of God 
and my reliance on it, I shall appreciate any additional time 
of service on this ear th in His kingdom. Therefor e, I am willing 
to fight whatever battles I think need to be fought, and for 
which I think I am equipped to fight, for Christ and humanity. 

As this phase or" teaching in Harding, or my work comes 
to a close, I appropriate and make my own the words with 
which Charles Wordsworth prefaced one of his works on Feb
ruary 11, 1859. "With feelings of devout thankfulness he 
would now offer a tribute of praise to the Great Giver of all 
Good, Who guided His Apostles into all truth and speaks in 
their writings, for that gracious assistance by which t he 
present Work has been brought nearly to a close ; and with 
this ascription of praise he would join a fervent prayer for 
a continuance of the same aid, in order that he may be enabled 
to accompl ish an undertaking begun in dependence on His 
blessing; and that it may be mercifully accepted by Him, as 
an offering to Himself, through the merits of His only Son, and 
may be serviceable for the maintenance of His truth, and the 
advancement of His glory." 

H ar.ding University, Searcy Arkansas 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells (2) 
JERRY HARVILL 

MORE ABOUT THE SHRINKING PULPIT 
It is no secret that preaching has fallen upon hard times. 

Increasingly today it is viewed by both pulpit and pew as a 
waste of time. Gospel meetings which lasted a full week or more 
twenty years ago have shrunk to week-end efforts today and in 
some places have virtually disappeared altogether. Preaching 
simply does not have the appeal today which it enjoyed in 
past generations. 

What has happened to create this situation? What changes 
have brought about this modem eclipse of preaching? 

It was pointed out last week that if we are to successfully 
reopen the wells of Biblical preaching we must first accurately 
inventory the debris which blocks our access. We learned that 
the rise of secularism has created a deep impression upon our 
generation, an impression which is not friendly toward preach
ing. Furthermore, it is essential to recognize that this secular 
spirit cuts across all boundaries. It does not merely infect 
others outside the church; we, too, are products of our time 
and culture; we, too, share the contemporary spirit. Therefore, 
this is not "their problem"; it is our problem. 

Technology Explosion 

Perhaps the major factor contributing to the rise of secular
ism is the almost incredible technological advances in modem 
times. It has been estimated that the total store of the world's 
knowledge is mushrooming so rapidly it is now doubling every 
decade! As a result, since 1945 the standard of living in the 
North Atlantic community has risen more than it did between 
the French Revolution and 1945 (Newsweek, Oct. 15, '79, p. 
140). It is sobering to realize in this post-moon walk era that 
aviation was only hom this century, and that today's 747 jet 
has a greater wing span than the total distance of Wilbur 
Wright's first flight! We have come a long way in a very 
short time. 

But, of course, all the gifts of technology are double-edged. 
Its dazzling splendors mask only too effectively the grim 
truth that "science can sharpen the fangs of ferocity as much 
as it can alleviate human pain." 

But, specifically, the technology explosion of recent years 
impacts preaching in at least three ways. 

First, the complexity and sophistication of modem tech
nology conditions us to be suspicious of any "simple" solution 
to anything. Obviously, in a situation where life itself is 
reduced to a "science" a vocation devoted to heralding the 
Gospel as earth's panacea will appear simplistic and irrelevant. 
Preachers themselves have sensed this pressure and have re
sponded by becoming church-growth-technologists, scientists of 
spirituality. In this situation the pulpit functions as a front 
for polished techniques of promotion and programming; preach
ers become entrepreneurs. Confronted by a spiritual danger we 
have opted . to fight with material weapons. We have, indeed, 
conquered on the material level; our Brotherhood can "promote" 
with the best of them. However, in failing to fight the real 
enemy we have been spiritually defeated. We alone could wage 
the spiritual conflict: we did not do so. 

In the second place, the madem technology explosion bas 
brought overwhelming distractions. Not least does this affect 
today's sermon preparation. Recently, I read an ordination 
address which was delivered by James Stalker at Kirkcaldy, 
Scotland, in 1879. In that sermon, delivered on the occasion 
of the ordination of a young minister named William Agnew, 
Stalker warns of the temptations to neglect adequate sermon 
preparation. He lamented, "We live in a time when all men are 
busy, and ministers are the busiest of men. From Monday morn
ing till Sunday night the bustle goes on continually." He went 
on to demand, "We must find time for reading, study, medi
tation and prayer. We should at least insist on having a large 
forenoon •.. every day, clear of interruptions." 

That was spoken nearly 100 years ago. I found myself think
ing, "What could Stalker possibly know about 'interruptions'?" 
There is a man who never saw an automobile, or watched 
T.V., or used a telephone, or had to rush to catch a plane. 
"Interruptions?" I dare say Stalker hardly knew the meaning 
of the word! 

In the third place modem technology has created an almost 
insatiable appetite for change. In a consumer culture premiums 
are on variety and never-ending array of new models. Nothing 
is designed to last; everything is planned around replacing the 
old with the new. No one bothers to repair things anymore
not even marriages; it is easier to just get new ones. 

This mind-set affects the church and attitudes toward preach
ing. This "cafeteria" mentality surfaces in the tendency today 
for members to "shop around" for a preacher they like, or 
more subtly, in the Selectivity with which preaching is "heard" 
and the practice of "tuning out" sermons not to our taste. 
Since as consumers it has become a modem right to choose what 
we prefer all week long, it is natural that we demand a "choice" 
on Sunday. Furthermore, given the glut of modem excess, we 
reserve the right to be as hard to please on Sunday as we are 
the other days of the week! After all, it is a buyer's market. 

The tragedy is, it is neither a buyer's market nor a seller's 
market; it is the Creator's market from start to finish. Never
theless, nothing is as distinctively modem, and as demoralizing, 
as this sense that nothing lasts, that everything changes, and 
that change is autonomous. How incredibly sad that our inten
tions to promote congregational health through variety and. 
change at the expense of Biblical preaching, end up crippling 
the church by smuggling in consumerism. 

Here, then, is a significant barrier to opening up again the 
wells of Biblical preaching which our fathers dug. 

The modem technology explosion pressures both the pulpit 
as well as the pew by (1) creating an aversion to the "simple," 
by (2) generating virtually overwhelming distractions, and by 
(8) proliferating choices and change. 

This does not mean the wells cannot be reopened. But it does 
mean that re-digging them will not be easy 
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FAMILY LIFE IN CHRIST 
Statisticians tell us that the most rapid

ly growing segment of our population is 
that of the single adult. In this category 
are of course, those who are widowed, 
tho;e who have been married and are now 
divorced and in ever-increasing numbers 
adults who have never been married. More 
of these are found in larger cities, but 
their number is on the increase every
where. In general our society is not geared 
to meet needs of this group. Single adults 
are often "suspect" and regarded as im
mature and of less stability than others. 
Little note is given to their needs. 

Every person, including the single 
adult, needs a sense of "belongingness" 
that is an integral part of family life. 
There are emotional needs that need min
istry through a family relationship. The 
gospel of our Lord speaks to these needs. 

In the language of relationships, the 
New Testament often expresses the mean
ing of life in Christ in family terminology. 
The scriptures tell us that, as Christians, 
we have GOD AS OUR FATHER. Jesus 
introduced this idea in the language he 
employed teaching prayer in Matthew 
6:9 & 14. Every scripture that tells us 
of the love of God, his provisions and his 
continuing care underscore this idea. Other 
biblical passages convey the idea to the 
reader that a Christian is a CHILD OF 
GOD. Paul expressed this in Galatians 
3:26 and 4:6, ·implying our dependence 
and reliance on the God who is able to 
supply all of our needs for living. The 
result of having God as a Father, being 
his child, is that we are to one another 
brothers and sisters. The New Testament 
lets us know of this in such expressions as 
are found in Ephesians 6 :21 and Romans 
8:17. This suggests a closeness to one 
another akin to that of children with the 
same earthly parentage. This closeness 
and warmth to God and to one another is 
needed for us to live well-adjusted lives 
of service to our Lord. 

Seeing this family language in the New 
Testament helps me to understand how 
the gospel meets the needs for family. 
How grand it is to share the good news 
with a confidence that it will meet needs 
even in this life. 

There are at least four basic needs met. 
In this family of God provision is made 
for every individual to both express and 

WORKING PREACHERS 
In truth, all preachers ought to be 

workers! Preaching-and all that goes 
with it-can be work if the preacher 
makes it so. Some are lazy and their 
laziness in any other job would not be 
tolerated. When we read the letters to 
Timothy and Tjtus, we get the impression 
that preachers ought to be busy. So, all 
faithful preachers ought to be workers! 

Now, I want to say a few things about 
working preachers in another sense. 
There are those who labor making all or 
part of their living in secular work and 
yet. pepare several lessons a week and 

8 [424] 

AUSTIN H. EMERY 

receive love. Life is indeed empty when 
this need is not met. How grand to under
stand that God loves me and I can love 
him, showing that love in my obedience· 
to his will. It is equally grand to know 
that my brothers and sisters love me and 
I can love them by mutual burden-bearing, 
joy-sharing and life-helping. 

In this family of God there is offered 
to everyone a wholesome self-image, which 
every person needs. To be one of God's 
children is enobling. To be accepted as 
an equal inheritor of the goodness of the 
Lord is uplifting. To comprehend what 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians concerning 
members of the body resulting in a right 
kind of appreciation of the worth of the 
individual is wholesome. In the absence 
of a wholesome self-concept many ills are 
born. 

The family of God furnishes a relation
ship wherein there is mutual dependence 
and upbuilding. To know that I can lift 
my brother or sister when they are "down" 
and can anticipate the same assistance 
is of strength for living. Our world is 
filled with lonely people. The gospel of 
Christ has the needed response, as it con
tains provisions to meet needs. 

The very language of family suggests 
acceptance and warmth. To enter this 
relationship through the gospel is to find 
a life-situation wherein my faults are 
not excused but neither are used against 
me. To have a Father who will forgive 
and brothers and sisters who understand 
and offer help is beautiful. What a joy 
it is to assemble on the first day of the 
week with the rest of the "family" to 
offer praise to our Father who made it 
all possible and to the Christ who pro
vided the means of our new birth into this 
wonderful family of God. 

God makes no mistages. He wastes no 
words or ideas. Since the New Testament 
has this language and the ideas in it, 
we will do a disservice to our Lord if we 
fail to convey this understanding to 
others. Many have yet to hear this mes
sage that is so needed. The gospel of 
Christ Jesus presents no merely formal 
religion to which we should adhere, but 
a loving, caring relationship with God 
and with each other. 
2012 Western, Farmington, N. M. 87401 

KEITH MARSHALL 

present them on Sunday and Wednesday 
night. 

Inflation is creating some changes in 
many small congregations that could 
actually support preachers five years ago. 
Many congregations in small communi
ties that are losing their preachers can
not find one that can live on what they 
are able to pay. This is certainly true in 
southwest Texas where congregations in 
many of the small communities have mem
berships between ten to eighty members. 

What is going to happen to them? Are 
they going to be ignored by sister congre-

gations and preaching brethren? What 
are the alternatives? Larger churches can 
take an interest in these small congrega
tions by helping them support a preacher. 
These congregations can rely on "drive
out" preaching, working brethren in the 
larger cities that want to preach out on 
the weekend. These men have helped in so 
many congregations, but this plan has 
many. shortcomings: ·(a) it is only for 
weekends, usually just Sunday; (b) no 
one on Wednesday evening; (c) no one 
there in case of emergencies; and (d) no 
local influence. 

Another possibUity is a preacher that 
is willing to make his living by some 
secular job. The success of this arrange
ment would depend on two things: (a) 
Does the preacher have any desire to sc 
spend his energy and time to thus train 
himself for some job? (b) Can be find 
a job that would be compatible with 
preaching? This kind of a job is not 
easy to find. 

I believe the drive-out method is the 
least attractive of these three. If larger 
congregations in the area do not consider 
these smaller congregations near them 
then we are going to need hundreds of 
preachers that are willing to invest a lot 
of their time and energy in those com
munities. 

What is happening now among many 
of these small congregations is that they 
save up by drive-in preaching; then hire 
a full time man, keeping him about two 
years until their finances run out. Then 
the process begins all over again. This 
is not good for these congregations nor 
for their preachers. The answer is longer 
term ministry in these small communities. 
A man whose heart is on fire for the Lord 
and loves the church and who supports 
himself will gain the respect of most 
people. The preacher who can find a com
patible job in such a community is going 
to stay a lot longer, and the church real
izes it is going to be hard to find another 
such preacher. They are going to learn 
to live with and love such a. brother and 
will cooperate with him. In fact, they may 
even decide to do more, since they don't 
have a full-time "pastor" any more. 
Box 614, Rankin, TX 79778 

The Times Belong To Us 
JOE D. SCHUBERT 

The noted pollster George Gallup said 
recently, "The 1980's could be described 
as the decade of the evangelicals, because 
that is where the action is." An evan
ge1ical can be defined as one who accepts 
the absolute authority of the Bible, who 
believes in the necessity of personal con
version, and who stresses evangelism. 
Those of us in churches of Christ are 
evangelicals. 

Gallup adds that "The American people 
as a whole continue to be the most openly 
religious and traditional of all the West
ern technological societies." 94% of the 
general public believe in God. 80% believe 
Jesus Christ is divine. Nearly half of all 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

''Time is fleeting," the poet wrote, and we need to use it 
correctly. Bro. Bob Mize of Fort Worth, Texas, challenges us 
to use time in the right ways, and gives some practical sug
gestions to aid us in doing so. Read it! -Leonard Mullens P. 0. 
Box 3927, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404. 

The Preacher's Personal Use of Time 
BOB MIZE 

"Time is money" the business community says. And for 
preachers that may be true as well. But time might also be 
souls. Proclaimers of God's word should be much involved as 
stewards of their time. Here are some practical suggestions: 

Use a schedule. The preacher is self-employed. And there is 
nothing worse than a lazy preacher. Make a schedule and be 
challenged by it. Write it down. There will be interruptions, but 
consider them "divine interruptions" and move on. There will 
be the need for modification, but still have a basic schedule. 
Challenge yourself to be up at a certain time, do certain 
things certain days, and put in the time where it counts. 

Use "dead time" as "on time." Be imaginative in the use 
of time when you are required to wait (air terminal, doctor's 
office, at a stop light). These times can be used as reading time 
(carry a small testament), prayer time, memory verse time 
(have you seen the Navigator's Memory System?), or planning 
time. 

Use a cassette tape recorder. This is a valuable instrument. 
They can be purchased as small as shirt pocket size. Use it 
with an ear plug for listening during those waiting times, or in 
the car. Use it as a dictating piece so you can dictate letters 
and memos during otherwise dead . time. Put your study notes 
on tape and play them back during waiting time so you can 
more easily learn the material. Listen to cassette tapes of scrip
ture. 

Use a filing system. During college days one professor 
nearly threatened us to begin !l filing system, and I'll always 
be thankful. There are all kinds, but the simplest and best for 
you is the kind to use. Handle periodicals only once. When 
you read, make a note where the article should be filed. Have 
a secretary or volunteer cut it up, copy it, or whatever is 
needed for filing. You will have it from then on. I'd rather lose 
my library than my file system. It is a time-saver supreme. 

Use delegation and experts. Delegate all you can. Involve 
others in areas where they are glad to help and areas which 
will take many details off you. Consult experts in various areas 
and do your homework by consulting them. Specialists can save 
you time. 

Use "forced procrastination." What is important is often 
crowded out by what is urgent. Ask, "Would anything terrible 
happen if I didn't do this right now?" Save up trivia for one 
special time each month. Save all phone calls and place them 
during the same time span. Use some kind of priority sys
tem. Some use a list and mark it "H" for High, "M" for Medium, 
and "L" for Low. Others suggest three manilla folders marked 
"A" "B" and "C," relegating the least important to "C" and 
throwing the remainder away if it stays over a month. 

, Use organization techniques. Plan your next day the night 
before. Have a place for everything and try to put everything 
in its place. It will save you hours in the course of a month. The 

best organizer system I've found anywhere is the Daytimer 
plan (wallet, calendar, financial records, diary, appointments, 
and other data all in one slim shirt pocket size wallet which 
later is filed for permanent record). 

Use time management book and techniques. The best I've 
found are: MANAGING YOUR TIME by Ted Engstrom and R. 
Mackenzie (Zondervan, 1967), HOW TO GET CONTROL OF 
YOUR TIME AND YOUR ·LIFE by Alan Lakein (Si~et Book, 
1973), and TYRANNY OF THE URGENT by Charles Hummel 
(Inter Varsity Press, 1976). The principles in these books will 
repay you many times over for the time it takes to read them. 

May God help us be better stewards. of our time. 

A PROPER OUTLOOK ON LIFE 
(Continued from page 8) 

age must examine his or her priorities to be sure the Lord 
remains first in all things; the older person must examine him
self or herself in an effort to maintain a loving and right 
relationship with people who are close. For example, a sour and 
grouchy old person is a tool of Satan to blight others' happi
ness and make that person resented. Perhaps the point I want 
to make here is best expressed in these words from an anon
ymous prayer by an older person: "Lord keep me from the fatal 
habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on 
every occasion. Release me from the craving to straighten out 
everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful 
but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity 
not to use it at all, but Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few 
friends at the end." 

Finally, the older Christian should look outward still. Toore 
is no reason to think you are useless just because you are not as 
active or strong as you were forty years ago. In fact, you prob
ably have more time available to visit the sick, encourage the 
weak, make phone calls to shut-ins, follow up on absentees from 
your Sunday school class, etc. than ever before in your life. And 
more older Christians should use their retirement years to the 
glory of God than for just fishing or resting. God needs the 
skills you have, and there are scores of places where you can 
glorify him through your alertness to opportunities. Younger 
Christians with small children to be reared in their homes should 
allow older couples and Christian individuals to teach Bible 
classes, head up visitation programs, take care of building 
maintenance, keep up the clothing room, etc. Older Christians 
should take up these responsibilities as challenges to service 
in the kingdom of Go.d. Just look around, and you will find op
portunities unlimited for you to be your most productive ever 
in doing the work of God among men! 

Conclusion 
Biblical religion honors the older people among any com

munity of God-fearing folk-whether Jew or Christian. "You 
shall rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of an 
old man" (Lev. 19:32a). Too often we are failing to give honor 
and respect due our senior saints. 

The older believer can contribute most to his own happiness 
or wellbeing by maintaining a proper outlook. Don't stare at 
life's monotonous blank walls. Keep your soul vibrant by having 
it look out through the windows heaven has opened for you; 
see the path of faith, and keep moving forward in that right 
way. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 
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How to get 10°/o interest on savi 
anti maximum interest from 
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THE NEWARK, DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL 
Since 1974 the Newark Church of Chris t has operated Aletheia School. 
The school has proven to be an outstanding tool for spreading 
the in flu ence of Christ in De laware. The school now includes 
day-care thro ugh grade 5, but the new facil ities made possible by th is 
bond program w ill p ermit expansion thro ugh grade 8. Bond information: 
Pays 10'Yo; 10112%, 11% . Dated M arch 1, 1980. Due Serially. Matu ring 6 months to 
15 years. Offer ing m ade by prospect us only. ror prmpectu~ or tnformauon ( onta( t : 

NPw.trk ( hurt h o f Ch ri>t 'Jl S~ lem Churt h Ro~d New.1rk, Oel~warc 197 13 (3 02) 737-3781 

c ~~ r 
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REGENTS CHAIRMAN 
D. LLOYD NELSON DIES 

D. Lloyd Nelson, chairman of the 
Board of Regents of P epperdine Univer
sity a nd a vit al California educator for 
more than three decades, died Tuesday 
evening (March 18) f ollowing major sur
gery. 

He was 71. 
Chairman since 1977 of P epperdine's 

legal governing body, Nelson was con
s idered a mong California's outsta nding 
leader s in the f ield of school administra
tion and finance. He was acknowledged as 
a principal mover in effecting California 
statutes for school f ina nce legislation and 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan D esign 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, F urnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E . Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

served as a consultant to more than 300 
school districts in California and else
where. 

Memorial services were held March 21 
at Rose Hills Memorial Chap el in Whit 
t ier , the University has announced. P ep
perdine P resident Howard A. White pre
sided. 

Nelson, who r esided in Pasadena , was 
active as an elder in the SieiTa Madre 
Church of Chris t. 

He is survived by daughter s Mrs. Ben 
Massey, J r. I(Linda) of San Marino, a nd 
Mrs Richard Grumm (Coyla) of Arcadia; 
son John Lloyd Nelson, also of Arcadia, 
and four g randchildren. 

NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 
OPENING UP 

Bob Marks 
F or ma ny years the Lord's work in 

Northern Australia has had to take sec
ond place to the work in the more densely 
populated southern states of Australia. 
This was due in par t to the limited access 
to its cities and towns which had to be 
via Brisba ne and Sydney over 1,000 miles 
to the south. 

From F ebruary next year Quantas will 
fly direct f rom Honolulu to Townsville, 
the la rgest city on northern Australia's 
eastern coast . 

Northern Australia is a vast area ap
proaching half the s ize of the United 
States, with climatic zones ranging from 
tropical ra in f orests to deserts. Though 

the area is sparsely populated, there are 
many thousands of souls living in many 
hundreds of cities. Some centers already 
have small congregations of Christians 
who need full -time workers. Many centers 
do not have New Testament Christ ians 
at all. 

Elders, preachers and brethren inter
est ed in learning more about this part of 
the world and how they might help in the 
Lord's work in this region can write Bob 
Marks, P. 0 . Box 497, Aitkenvlae, Towns
ville, 4814 Queensland, Australia. 

VALLEY CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE SCHOOL 

A rapidly growing Christian school 
wit h a tremendous mission cap
ability, is seeking certified teach
ers for Grades 2-6 for fall, 1980. 
The beautiful semi-tropical, South 
Texas region is a haven for mild 
winters, beaches, citrus, and ag
ricu ltu ral products. Christian 
teachers, retired or active, who 
are interested in the school are 
encouraged to write or phone 
collect: 

P.O. Box 743 Pharr, TX. 78577 
Mary Rydl, Director 

(512) 787·9743 or (512) 787-8445 

Come Vacation With Christian Families at Beautiful 

FOR RESERVATIONS C ONTACT: 

HELEN PLUMMER 
15 ELM 
PARK FOREST, ILLINOI S 60466 
( 312) 474-2289 

ELZA HUFFARD 
TOM O LBRI EHT 

DOUG PARSONS 
CARROLL PITTS, JR. 

JIM TABOR 

Lake Geneva Encampment 
WILLIAMS BAY, WISCONSIN 

August 11-15 
THIS YEAR'S THEME: 

RESTORATION OF NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR 

• YOUNG CHILDREN-YMCA college students guide activities 

• TEENS-A separate schedule is guided by Christian youth workers. 

• ADULTS-Sessions are planned for half of each day-the 
rest of the time is left free to be with your family, friends. 
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YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 
JULY 26-AUGUST 1, 1980 

For 40 years, Chr istians have journeyed 
to Yosemite National Park for one of the 
greatest spiritual feasts and sweetest 
fellowships of all time. Last year, approxi
mately 6,000 Ch1;stians were privileged to 
sit at the feet of some of the finest teach
ers and preachers in our brotherhood. 

The theme this year .. . "1980-A TIME 
TO HARVEST" , provides a challenge for 
this coming decade. 

Included on the speaker's staff this year 

Available for Shipment- Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass - Rea l Time-Savers 

Inexpens ive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-S31-S227 
Texas 1-800-2S2-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

are some of the most outstanding men of 
our brotherhood : HAROLD HAZELIP, 
Memphis, Tennessee ; PAUL FAULK
NER, Abilene, Texas; REDEL LEM
MONS, Austin, Texas ; HOWARD 
WHI TE, Malibu, California; BILL RIN
GOLD, Chattanoga, Tennessee; GERALD 
PADEN, Lubbock, Texas; V. P . BLACK, 
Mobile, Alabama; F. F. CARSON, Rich
mond, California; RICHARD ROGERS, 
Lubbock, Texas ; LANDON SAUNDERS, 
Houston, Texas ; JOHN GIPSON, Little 
Rock, Arkansas; JOHN BANKS, San 
Diego, California; J OE BARNETT, Lub
bock, Texas; JIMMY ALLEN, Searcy, 
Arkansas; MARVIN PHILLIPS, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and J . J. TURNER, Cypress, 
California. 

Brethren everywhere are invited to at
tend the Yosemite Family Encampment, 
which is under the oversight of the East 
Ventura Church of Christ and directed by 
Paul Methvin, P.O. Box 3774, Ventura, 
CA, 93003 (805) 642-2343 or 642-5721. For 
reservations write or phone Mrs. Florence 
J ohnston, Encampment Secretary, 2049 
Juanita Court, Modesto, CA 95350 (209) 
521-9727 or 527-6467. 

E lmer P rout, P .O. Box 31, Sayama-shi, 
Saitama-ken J apan 350-13 : The Elmer 
Prout Family, who first ca me to work in 
Japan in October 1958, will complete t heir 
fourth term in Japan the f irst of J une 1980 
and return to Roseville, California to be 
associated with the Church of Christ there. 
Until 1971 Prout taught in Ibaraki Chris
tian College in addition to being with local 
J apanese churches. During this present 
tour the Prouts have bee associated with 
two churches in Tokyo, Zoshigaya and 
Kiyose, and also with the Numazu Church 
of Christ in Shizuoka. Beginning in June 
t he Prouts address will be: 1620 Oak Tree 
Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

J ack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. · 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATION S N OW A CCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or writ e: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Respons ibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and child ren 
furnished . 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHI LDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: S12-399-5356 

S12-399-SS8S 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & re lated institutions 

CONTINUOUS EN RO LLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Reti rement Plans 

Write or 'all for informatio11 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or m ore 
115,000 

Interest Semian nual 
Coupons 

Dated J uly 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

an d 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12 o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated J uly 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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Elders and preachers! 

"12 deadly errors 
that can wreck your 

building program 
budget 

and how to avoid them!" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company whose services are avail
able exclusively to churches of Christ. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged for churches of Christ through church 
bond programs and conventional loans. 

• Over 1,250 congregations of churches of Christ 
have benefitted from the services of Affiliated 
Managers. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
financing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette 
with the answers! 
How much building-debt can your congregation afford 
without ruining your regular church programs? Affil
iated Managers, Inc., which has been serving churches 
of Christ exclusively for over 20 years, gives you the 
answer to this and other church financing problems in 
this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

jAffiliatedManagers~z-----------~F-B0-5 

I 5408 Bell ·Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new 
I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should avoid. 

I Name/individual 

I Address/ Church 

I City State 

I Function in 

I 
I 
L: ________ __ 
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Truman E. Spring, 16327 Lakeview 
Houston Texas 77040: On May 14th, I 
concluded my 5th Spring gospel m eeting of 
1980. 

These meetings were conducted at 3 con
gregations in Houston (Galena Park, 
Southwest Garden Oaks ) and the other 2 
were at Pinellas Park, Florida and the 
Eastwood congregation in El Paso, T exas. 

Overall in these meetings there were 78 
responses' with 20 of these being new births 
into the Kingdom of God. My next meeting 
will be at Devine, Texas. 

Jerry Jones will be with us in our sum
mer meeting at Jersey Village this year
July 9th thru 13th. 

---<>----
THE TIMES BELONG TO US 

(Continued from page 8) 
adults believe the Bible is inerrant. Half 
of the adults in the U.S. believe God 
created Adam and Eve to start the human 
race. 45 % of the general public say per
sonal faith in Christ is the only hope of 
heaven. 

20% of adult Americans fit the de
scription of an evangelical. 82% of these 
evangelicals attend church regularly on 
a weekly basis . Nearly h alf of t hem g ive 
a tenth or more of their income to the 
church or religious causes. 44% share 
their personal faith at least weekly with 
someone from a faith other than their 
own. Gallup observes that it is " most 
significant that so m any are in f act evan
gelical in their beliefs . What was incon
ceivable 25 years ago is now a reality 
by the grace of God." 

A decade a go we were being told that 
America had outgrown Christianity and 
was ready to subs titute a secular society 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

located 2112 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ElDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned bf members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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... that we had enter ed the "post-Chr is 
tian" age. H ow wrong these predictions 
were! George Gallup's assessment of a ll 
of this is : "barring unforseen factors, 
evangelical ism is almost certainly to in
crease its influence 'during the next 
decade. Thus evangelicals must make 
their influence f elt in society at large 
now, or lose an opportunity that m ight 
not come again f or another h undred year s, 
if ever. . .. What is needed is a return 
to-f.undl!Jnen tal Biblical doctrine." 

our socie ty, and the church must sit up 
and take not ice. The t imes truly do belong 
t o us. God is placing wonderful opportu
n ities r ight in front of us . We dare not 
f ail to grasp them! 
Bamm el Rd. C. of C., 2700 FM, 1960 W. 
H ouston, TX 77068 

Sometehing s ignificant is happening in 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a on~year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

F or Information , contact: 
Leonar d Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P . 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Chris ti, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

F oreign Workers covered at same 
group r ate 

~------PLANtiiNG-TO-BUiLD? _______ ! 
~ Continen tal Church Builders js in it s 18th year of ~;u.ccessful opera tion. I 
~ Let us assis t you in planning toward constr uotion of ryQur n~ bulldLng. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. -
~ 2811 Columbine Place P . 0. Box 40289 ~ 
~ (615) 888-2813 Nashville , Tennessee 37204 ~ 

~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~-~-------~~ 
0t-I- II - ~-I - ~~- D - ~~ -L-.._..,_~.~~-I- ~~ -D-D-D-n-O-O_ CI_D_I_D_ D-D-0 -··!. 
I CUSHIONS FOR 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 I 
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BROWN TRAIL SI:HOOL OF PBEAI:HING 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • " What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Quali fied Faculty • Comprehensive Curricu lum 
• Curricu lum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPliCATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROlLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For lnformal ion and Calalog Wrile or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACH ING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Pho ne: 817-282·3911 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JULY I, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
A.dvertlaiDg ID this •eetloD ~00 pezo HDe. De•lped especially to accommodate 

eoDgregotloiUI advertlsiDg meetiDg places, pzoeachers secldDg work or conPTCP
tlons seeking preacher•. Al•o other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

'"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
834-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DBNVEII, COLORADO so=8 
~OOD OBVBOB OF O~ST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tole.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 

OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. l"lng St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CRA.TBAH. N •. .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-636-2888. 
ALASKA - ANOBORAGB OB11R.OB OF 
CHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. W111 contact 
relatives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
EV A.NSVILLB, IND., Z205 B. Mozogma Ave., 
U.S. 460 Elaat Oppo .. te K-Jiart. Office 4'7'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade, MID. 47'6-4018. 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF K.A.UAJ, 
RA.WA.II Ph. 332-8~28 or Write Charles 
Cook, Church of Christ. P.O. Box 3049, 
Lihue, HI. 967&6. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98156. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover StreeU' 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minbters: Lewis Frisby, '714-622-2588; 

Paul Harper, 4'73-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. For detaAls 
B.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA '112'10. 
SUN CITY, OALIJ.I'OBNIA-Valley Ohurch of 
Clarlat. Come visit us. Phone 7U-6'19-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3() p.m. Ph. 344-8'160 
Moaterzoe'J", Mezlcoa Ave. lrmldlclone• 108 

"A" OTE. Fraee. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evan~ellsta 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #8, Box 8620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N ... E." 
st. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 791i-2811. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA T Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 858-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:80 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evan~telist 
Experienced Minister with doctoral degree desires 
position with progTeSaive church. Christian school or 
counseling ministry. 38 years old, married, 16 years 
experience in all areas of church work. Good ref
erences. Call J. Taylor at 505-477-2226. 

BA.Y AllElA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

PlellllaDtoD, OalUorDJa SN586 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. lrlain. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0f\ 
P.M. 

TEACHERS WANTED - SIERRA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, Stockton, Calif. Grades K-9. Young ex
panding school. Phone (209) 464-9045 or write Quill 
Fuchs, Administrator, 4868 North Sutter St., Stock
ton, CA 95204. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ, in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 406, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
FOR SALE-ALL ELECTRIC CARS-Ideal for 
city travel. 50 to 70 miles at a cost of 7/10 cents per 
mile. Speeds to 80 mi. per hr. Limited number of 
dealerships available in Texas. 915-547-2211 or 
547-2373. 
Autos For S~ The following vehicles are available 
at these prices: jeeps-$59.50: cars $48.00: trueks
$89.00. Call for information 602-941-8025. Extension 
566. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE. Have 16 years full time 
experience. Married, age 52, one daughter at home, 
three children In college. Seeking an existing church 
that really wants to grow and bas the desire to 
reach the lost in their community. Will also consider 
beginning a new work. Have extensive experience 
in personal work, campaigns and organizing a pro
gram of work. Prefer a location in Tenn., Ky., Ill., 
Ind., or Wise. Contact Gordon Makool, P.O. Box 
686, Pulaski, TN 38478. Tel. 615-868-8288 or 615-
868-2777. 
NEEDED: Elementary & Secondary School Teach
ers, Administrators-Mission & Evangelistic oriented. 
Contact: Arnold E. Pylkas, President/Principal, 
Atlantic Christian School, 12975 S.W. 6th St., Miami, 
Florida 38184. Tel. 805-223-8581. 
MINISTER WANTED-Indiana Avenue Church of 
Ch~st, Bloomington, Indiana. Desire a mature man 
in late SO's or 40's. Interested in bus program. 
Please send Jtsume to: Paul Sturgeon or Jerry 
Rudkins, e/o Indiana Avenue Church of Christ, 800 
North Indiana Avenue, Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 
RETIRE In beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3088, SedonCL, 
Ariz. 86340. 

II'OB SALID 
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 228-1918 
Dallas, Texas 

PREACHER WANTED-Small congregation would 
like a full-time minister for pulpit and community 
evangelism. Will work with current campus minister 
at the U. of Conn. Experience preferred. No elders. 
Partial support. Contact Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
285, Storrs, Conn. 06268. (208) 429-0625. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 847-1805. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a eappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 70U are mo~ an7where in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY Z1 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Ia independently owned and operated. 

Radio HAMS-Licensed Radio Amateur Operators
Pleas~:~ Send Name and Data-Walt Melnick, c/o 
Riverdale Church of Christ, 460 Turner Road, 
Dayton, Ohio 45415. 

Woehln&'toD, D.O. area-20 minutes from 
our na.tlon's ca.pital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 838-8088 or 9'11-414'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
Counselor Available: Graduate student of psychology 
seeking counseling position. Church member with 
pulpit experience. Write: John R. Franklin, 210 
Lucretia St., Sessler, Ill. 62884. 
BUS FOR SALE: 40-pnasenger bus, International, 
$1750. Contact Brown Trail Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 865, Hurst. Texas 76053 (817) 282-6626. 
WANT TO BUY-Used books of the Brotherhood. 
Bob ~Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Texas 76539. 
512-932-3883. 
MINISTE;;R:;-';W;;;-;A;-;NTrn;;E=D:-::fo-r-we~ll:--es-:ta~blO':'ish-:-ed-:-e-o-n-gr-e-
gation of 276 to 300 in the great Northwest. Must 
be doctrinally sound and have a good ·past per
formance record. Congregation of great potential 
for growth with a mature minister. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, c/o Roccl Cletti, 1308 
East 100 4th Street, Tacoma, Wa. 98445 or phone 
(206) 537-6807. 

INVBSTIGA.TI!ll The Firm FouDdatlon 
trlea to screen advertllllng, aDd will Dot 
kDowiDgly take qnestlonable advertldDg. 
But It Is the zoeadezo's rcspoDslblllty to ID
vestlgote. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly raD aD unworth'J" ad. 
Aa the old •a'J"Ing soea, before 70u Invest. 
IDvestiJPltel 

OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE! 
(Continued from page 5) 

basis so that they can maintain their 
stay and work in Africa which actually 
has become their home. If churches or 
individuals can and would like to be
come involved with this faithful, deserv
ing couple who has served the Lord for 
so long, you can help. Commitments on 
a regular, monthly basis are especially 
needed, but one-time contributions would 
help. Send checks to W. N. Short Fund, 
c/o Tex Williams, Sunset Church of 
Christ, 3723 34th Street, Lubbock, Texas 
79410. Make your checks to the Church 
of Christ and mark them "contribution" 
and they can be deducted for income tax 
purposes. All funds will be forwarded to 
the Shorts as they are received. Let us 
know if your funds will be on a monthly 
basis or just one time. 
3723 34th St. Lubbock, Tex. 79410 

Dennis L. Moss, Rt. 1 Box 95, Cottage
ville, WV 25239: Wife and I are spending 
our second year here at Cottageville, WV. 
where I have preached in about 12 meet
ings in the past 16 years, most of them 10 
days and some 2 weeks in length. We have 
purchased the fortner grade school prop
erty, just under 2 acres in Mt. Alto, and 
are engaged at present in building a 48 x 
84 brick building with an auditorium that 
will seat 200+ with 8 or more class rooms. 
Mt. Alto, is about half way between Point 
Pleasure and Ravenswood at the cross 
roads of RT 2 and 33. We hope to be meet
ing in this new building by this fall. In 
addition to the work here, I have preached 
in 4 spring meetings, have 3 more to hold, 
plus several this fall. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDY 

at the 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 

in 

Bible , Church Hist ory, Christian Doctrine , Ministry: Preaching, Missions, C ounse ling, Church Growth. C ommute one day 
each week, t ake two or more classes a nd complete a Maste r's d egree on a part-time b asis. Scholarships a re available . 
Fully accredited by The Southern Association of Colle ges a nd Schools. 

Fall Schedule of Classes 

September 1-December 19, 1980 

MON DAY 

I :00-3:40 p.m. 
510 Readings in the Hebrew O ld Testament (3 hrs.) .. Lewis 
529 Evangelism & Apologetics in Early Church ( 3 hrs.) .. Oster 
560 History of the Early Church (3 hrs. ) . . .. ..... . .. E. West 

4 :00-6 :45 p .m. 
565 History of Rel igion in Colonial 

America. 1607- 1789 (3 hrs.) ........ . ... ... . E. W est 
573A Basic Counseling ( 3 hrs. ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Flott 
587A Applied Missiology (3 hrs.) . .•. . .. . .. .. . ... .... Slate 

7: 15-9:45 p.m. 
546 Cfassics of Christian Devotion ( 3 hrs.) .... . ..... Brown 

TUESDAY 

8:15- 10 :55 a .m. 
53 IA Elementary Greek (3 hrs.) .. .................. O sburn 
564A History of the Restoration Movement 

in America (3 hrs.) ................ .. ...... E. West 
599 Introduction to Graduate Study ( 3 hrs.) . ..... A. Lewis 

I :00-3:45 p .m. 
521 The New Testament W o rld (3 hrs.) ......... . . . .. Oster 
567 Seminar in Church History: Contempo rary 

Restoration Movement (3 hrs.) .............. E. West 
577A Statistics (3 hrs.) ...... . . . .................. Johnson 
599 Introd uction to Grad uole Study (3 hrs.) ... ... A. Lewis 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
538 Semina r in Textual Criticism of the 

New Testamen t ( 3 hrs. ) ..... . ...... . . •..... Osburn 
544B History of Christian Thought (3 hrs.) .......... . Brown 
572 Mi nistry and Life ( 3 hrs. ) .. . . .. . ......•. . .... . . Lynn 

W EDNESDAY 

8: 15- 10:55 a .m. 
573 B Practicum in Counseling (3 hrs.) ............. Johnson 
597 Campus Min istry ( 3 hrs. ) ....... .. . . .. . .. ....... Lynn 

I :00-3:45 p.m. 
50 1 History of the Ancient Nea r East (3 hrs.) ........ V11ncil 
586 W o rld Religions (3 hrs.) ....................... Slate 
599 Introduction to Gr11duate Study (3 hrs.) ... ... .. A. Lewis 

TH URSDAY 

8:1 5- 10:55 a.m. 
500A Survey of Old Testament (3 hrs.) .............. Vancil 
574A Theories of Marriage & Family Therapy (3 hrs.) .. Johnson 
599 Introduction to Graduate Study (3 hrs.) . . .. .. .. A. Lewis 

I :00-3:45 p.m. 
532 Readings in Greek New Testament ( 3 hrs.) ..... Osburn 
551 Problems of Religious Knowledge (3 hrs.) ...... Hazelip 
599 Introduction to Graduate Study (3 hrs.) .. ... ... A. Lewis 

4 :00-6:45 p.m. 
500B Advanced Introduction to Old Testament (3 hrs.) . . Lewis 
504 Genesis (3 hrs. ) .............................. Vancil 
581C Church Music (3 hrs.) ................... . .... C hesler 

7: 15-9 :45 p.m. 
525 Galatians a nd Romans (3 hrs.) .............. . ... Oster 
584 Preaching from the Old Testament (3 hrs.) ....... Slate 

FRIDAY 

8:1 5- 10 :55 a.m. 
503 Religious Teachings of the Old Testament (3 hrs.) .. Vancil 
509A Beginning Hebrew ( 3 hrs. ) . ... ...... .. .. ....... Lewis 
58 IA Advanced Preaching ( 3 hrs.) . • ..... . ............ Slate 

I :00-3 :45 p.m. 
533 Exegesis of the Epistle to the Hebrews (3 hrs. ) .. Osburn 
552 Philosophy of Religion (3 hrs.) ....... . ...... .. Hazelip 

4 :00-6 :45 p.m. 
544A History of Christian Thought (3 hrs.) ..... . .. . . .. Brown 
575A Marital Therapy (3 hrs.) ............ . . ... .... Johnson 

SATURDAY 

I 0:00- 12:00; I :00-4:00 p.m. 
(Meets on alternate weeks beginning September 6 J 

524 Survey of Paul's Letters ( 3 hrs.) .... ... . ........ Oster 

For further information and application for admission contact: 

Dr. Harold_ Hazelip, Dean 
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I 000 Cherry Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38 I I 7 
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Dr. Bill Fiatt, Registrar 
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MISS IONAR IES IN PAPUA NEW GU INEA who attended the seventh 
annual missionary workshop held in Lae, New Guinea in late April. There 
were 604 baptisms reported since the last workshop, and a tota l church 

membership of I ,6'30 in 40 congregatio ns. 

Austin, Texas, July 8, 1980 
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BIBLE THUMPERS 

Members of Churches of Christ have historically 
been known as "Bible Thumpers." They are the folk 
who know what the Bible says and are able to quote it 
by chapter and verse. Most Bible discussions end with, 
"I'll admit, you people really know your Bible." 

And that's nothing to be ashamed of. There are en
tirely too many people who think that quoting the Bible 
and going by the Bible are characteristics of an out
moded age. Some even think that any attempt to really 
go by the Bible is a detriment to human freedom and ex
pression. Anti-permissivism is unpopular in this age 
largely because sophisticated people feel that they have 
the right to be their own bibles. It becomes a struggle 
between the trustworthiness of the Bible versus the 
untrustworthiness of it, wherever liberalism and funda
mentalism clash. 

Liberal religionists feel that operating strictly by 
the Bible is a distorted Christianity, and that it pro
duces a sort of religious Fascism which results in witch 
hunts. We would freely admit that there is the danger 
that some may impose their own interpretations of 
Scripture and assume that it is Bible when it is not. 
But this sort of thing has nothing at all in common with 
simple, trusting faith in the Bible and humble obe
dience to it. 

Checking the· scriptures like a mariner checks his 
compass makes for safety. One has to disregard the 
scriptures and ignore their teaching to opt for the per
missiveness of our present day society and the adapta
tion of life styles that we believe the Bible squarely 
condemns. No one has the right to shred the Bible and 
take what he likes, while rejecting what he dislikes. 

Either the Bible is a complete and perfect revelation 
of the will of God or it is nothing. There is no rational 
way to make it a patchwork of truth and myth. You 
either have to take it all, and be governed by it, or you 
can throw it all away and become a hedonist. Bible 
thumpers have an infallible book; liberals have no book 
at all. 

Sooner or later, each of us makes up his mind as to 
whether he believes that there is a God who is omni
potent. If there is such a God, then he has the right 
to do what pleases him, and to reveal as much or as 
little of his plan and will to his creature, man, as he 
chooses. If one accepts the idea of God, then it follows 
that God had every right to scheme and plan, since 
before the foundation of the world, whatever he chose. 
If his righteousness and holiness was offended by man's 
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rebellion against his will, banishment was his right. 
Man had no other choice but to obey. If God chose to 
declare that the wages of sin is death, and the soul 
that sinneth it shall die, where is the authority-man 
or devil- who has the power to veto the edict? 

If God so decides, has he not the right to foreordain 
and predestine us who are redeemed by grace to be con
firmed to the image of his son. Where is the liberal who 
can declare that it is not so. One is surely safe if he 
thumps the Bible and opts for what the Bible says 
God foreordained. 

If the Bible says that God decrees that disbelievers 
believe; and believers must repent; and that penitent 
believers must be baptized in order to be saved, who 
are we to say that it is not so? Who dares tell God it is 
non-essential? If it is alright to thump the Bible with 
reference to inspiration, or infallibility, or the deity of 
Jesus or the Resurrection, then surely it is alright to 
thump the Bible when it comes to the plan of salvation. 

If by "Bible Thumpers" the critics, writing in the 
liberal religious press and speaking in the liberal reli
gious pulpit, mean going to the Bible for our rules of 
faith and practice, then we must plead guilty. We be
lieve it is infallibly safe to quote scripture. Jesus quoted 
it to scare off the devil and so can we. 

The world didn't get in the mess it is in by Bible 
thumping. A total disregard for what the Bible says 
has bred every kind of religious, social and moral woe. 
The only way we will ever rise from the morass into 
which our sins have sunk us is by a return to the 
Bible. There isn't a single sin that it does not condemn, 
nor a single virtue that it does not urge._ 

Our people loosed the greatest revolutionary force 
in American history by pleading with people to 
return to a Bible they had largely abandoned. It was 
"back to the Bible." It was "Where the Scriptures 
speak, we speak; where the Bible is silent we will be 
silent." When religious questions arose, we simply 
said, "let's turn and see what the Bible says about it." 
That settled the matter. 

It is the badge of faith to be a "Bible Thumper." 
None have ever stood on more secure ground. It is still 
safe· to do Bible things in Bible ways and to have a 
"thus saith the Lord" for every rule of faith and 
practice. 
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What Will you Leave Your Children? 

What are you going to leave your chil
dren? Usually we think of houses, cars 
and all sorts of material things; the triv
ial, rather than the siginificant. What 
kinds of attitudes and behaviors are you 
going to leave with your children? Are 
you going to leave them with an influence 
that will guide them to an eternal heaven? 
Or, will your influence direct them more 
toward eternal destruction ? 

Sin is inherited, but not in the sense 
that niany think. Sin is not passed along 
genetically. Ezek. 18 explains that you 
are not born sinful. In Ezek. 18 :4 God, 
speaking through Ezekiel, explains that 
each person is individually accountable 
for his own sin. The principle is stated 
clearly, vs. 20: 

"The person who sins will die. The son 
will not bear the punishment for the 
father's iniquity. nor will the father 
bear the punishment for the son's 
iniquity; the righteousness of the righ
teous will be upon himself. and the 
wickedness of the wicked will be upon 
himself." 
Your children are not born sinful, but 

they may have been born with a sinful 
example when they look at their parents. 
Like father, like son. 

For example: four thousand children 
die each year in this country as a result 
of abuse from their parents. Clark Kessel 
of the Pinellas Health & Rehabilitative 
Services, tells me that six hundred cases 
were reported to his office last year. In 
talking with him shortly after I moved 
to this area, he described to me one case 
as being typical. "The parent," he ex
plained "was putting the child's hand on 
a hot stove as punishment.". What was 
typical was that the same punishment had 
been used by the grandparent and the 
great-grandparent. 

Dr. Brandt Steele & Dr. Carl Pollock of 
the University of Colo. School of Medicine 
conducted an intensive study of 60 fam
ilies in which significant abuse of small 
children had occurred. They reported, 
"Without exception in our study of abus
ing parents . . . style of child rearing or 
pattern of parent-child relationship un
wittingly ... (is recreated) and trans
mitted from parent to child, generation 
after generation." Your children will tend 
to treat their children the way you have 
treated them. 

The American Cancer Society continues 
to make us aware of the harm of smoking 
tobacco. They say: 

"One of the most disturbing side effects 
of smoking habit does not affect the 
smoker himself, but his youngsters. By 
the time they come to high school grad
uation, 22% are smokers when neither 
parent smokes. Where one parent 
smokes, the percen~ges increase to 
33%. Where both parents smoke, 41% 

EDDIE LEVICK 

of the children are smokers." 
Clearly-the tendency is for the sin of the 
parent to be repeated in the child. 

What about Alcohol? In 1975, Prentice 
Hall published a book titled Why Our 
Children Drink. The author of the book 
wrote this: 

"An easy way to determine the validity 
of various theories on why kids drink 
to excess is to collect articles, inter
views, and case histories. From all over 
the nation, from every expert we could 
find, and from hundreds of kids in 
many states, we set down everything 
we could get, then categorized it. Four 
stacks of information formed, and the 
pile marked PARENTAL INFLUENCE 
was at least four times higher than the 
second-placed pile." 

Following a study made by Kentucky De
partment of Human Resources, Dr. Stan
ley Hammons, commissioner of the D.H.R. 
said, "among non-drinking teen-agers, it 
is usually reported that neither parent 
drinks. Among teen-agers who drink, it is 
generally reported that at least one par
ent is a drinker." The staff of Family 
Counseling of Greater New Haven, Ind., 
recently reported to readers of the New 
Haven Register: 

"Adolescents who see their parents or 
other important adults in their lives 
treating the abuse of alcohol lightly, 
are much more apt to start drinking ex
excessively and early themselves than 
those who grow up in a home where 
liquor is regarded realistically." 
A state official of New Jersey, recently 

reported that the war against drug abuse 
in his state was at a stalemate, and he 
called the parental influence and atti
tudes toward drinking "one of the most 
difficult causes to overcome." 

There's a story of a man who loved his 
son very much. Late one night he received 
a telephone call. The voice on the phone 
told him that his son had just been in
volved in an automobile accident. His son 
had been out with some of his friends, 
and they had been drinking. His son had 
lost control of the car and now he was 
dead. The father was enraged. He said, 
"If I find out who sold him the liquor, 
I'll kill him." The father was so upset, he 
went to the cupboard to get a drink to 
steady his nerves, but the bottle was gone. 

What are you going to leave your chil
dren? We all leave them with something, 
Dorothy Law Nolte explains in the poem 
titled: 

"Children Learn What They Live" 
If a child lives with criticism, he learns 

to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility, he learns 

to fight. 
If a child lives with ridicule, he learns 

to be shy. 
If a child lives with shame, he learns to 

feel guilty. 
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns 

to be patient. 
If a child lives with encouragement, he 

learns confidence. 
If a child lives with praise, be learns to 

appreciate. 
If a child lives with fairness, he learns 

justice. 
If a child lives with security, he learns to 

have faith. 
If a child lives with approval, he learns 

to like himself. 
If a child lives with acceptance and 

friendship, he learns to find life in 
the world. 
What are you going to leave your chil

dren? We stamp so many attitudes into 
the lives of our children~ and we stamp 
them so deeply that they affect even our 
children's children. We can leave them 
with something negative, or we can leave 
them with something positive. 

Are you going to leave your children 
with the memory of a happy home? In 
Luke 15 one of the greatest things about 
the story of the prodigal Son-is that he 
had the memory of a happy home. What 
is your home like? Because of the influ
ence of Timothy's home, Paul was able 
to write of Timothy-"and that from 
childhood you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 
3:15). What is your home like? Deu
teronomy 6 gives us a glimpse of what it 
should be like. 

"The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 
And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your might. And these words, 
which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart; and you shall 
teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise 
up." Deut 6:4-7. 

What do you talk about in your home? 
What is the center of conversation? 
Fashions? T.V? Sports? Politics? Busi
ness? We better put Jesus and his king
dom at the forefront of our conversa
tions. You can be sure that your children 
know what the most important thing in 
your life is! 

The Boulevard church of Christ in 
Baton Rouge, La. did a study of their 
own congregation over a number of years, 
and found that when both parents at
tended the church assemblies only occa
sionally, the children remained active and 
:faithful in only 6% of the cases. Where 
only one parent was active, 74% of their 
children attended regularly but were char
acteristically inactive in the work. Where 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Providence of God 
O. H. TABOR 

The "providence of God" is one of the great doctrines of the 
Bible. We mean, by the word, providence, "The foreseeing care 
and guardianship of God over his people." Brother G. C. Brewer 
was once asked, "Do you believe in the special providence of 
God?" and he answered, "What other kind is there?" We have 
examples of the providence of God all through the Bible. When 
Abraham had gone with Isaac to offer the son upon an altar 
Isaac inquired of his father, "My father," and he said, ~'Here 
am I, my son," and he said, "behold the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for the offering? And Abraham said, ''my 
son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering; so 
they went both of them together •(Gen. 22:7-8). We have also 
the example of God's care and providence when we study the 
journey of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan. We see how 
God fed them, led them, clothed them and protected and kept 
them. 

First let us look at preservation as one of the aspects 
of God's providence. Here we see the world and the universe 
and hear the inspired writer say, "He upholds all things by the 
word of his power" (Heb. 1 :3). Life and death are in his hands, 
Job said, "IF he gathered my breath, I shall die." Job 34:14. 
Every heart-beat and every breath is given for preservation. 
Paul said, "Life and breath and everything he gives mankind" 
(Acts 17:25-28). 

In the dangers of life he will "give his angels charge over 
you" (Ps. 91:11). He shelters his people in the rock for it is said, 
"When my glory passeth by I will hide you in the cleft of 
the rock, and will cover you with my hand while I pass by" 
(Ex. 33:22). When the storms of life rage, one can say to 
God, "Thou hast been a shelter unto me" (lsa. 25:4). 

In the time of trouble he will preserve, for he said, "In the 
shadow of thy wing I will make my refuge" •(Ps. 57:1) He 
has said that he would help his children during the hurts and 
pains of life and Ruth spoke of such times when she said, "I 
went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty" (Ruth 1:21). But when we look toward the end of the 
story we see God's hand was in it all. We talk of providence 
when all goes well and good with us. When the bountiful har
vests are ripened and the precious fruit gathered into the 
barns or sold on the high market, but we must not limit prov
idence to the pleasant alone. The Lord takes away, as well 
as gives. Job. 1 :21. Brother Marshall Keeble prayed so many 
times, "Lord thank you for the things you have refused us." 

Another aspect of God's providence is accompaniment. God 
is always with his people, in the midst of them as he has said, 
and this is true in good and evil, in calm or storm-all the way. 
Paul said, "He is not far from any one of us" (Acts 17 :27). 
There is what is known as deism which says, that "God has 
no interest in man for he is detached and stands afar," but the 
Bible teaches the opposite. To Israel God said, "I am in the 
midst of thee." When Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego were 
in the furnace the king looked and saw four there and one was 
like unto the Son of God (Dan. 3:25). Jesus told his apostles 
that he would be with them even unto the end of the world 
and, of course, forever (Matt. 28:19). The most beautiful prom
ise is that which he said to us in Hebrews 13 :5, "I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee." Jesus comforted his disciples and 
said, "Fear not little flock." We must rest in the promises 
of God when he said so many times, "I will deliver you, be 
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with you and keep you." Enoch walked with God, so can his 
people today and he will accompany us on the way home. 

Another aspect of God's providence is direction and guidance. 
Through pitfalls and dangers of life he is there to direct and 
guide his people. God created the world but he also keeps it 
going for he has a plan to carry out and mankind is there in 
his plan. We read, "And he made known to us the mystery of 
his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached 
their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head, even Christ. In him we were also 
chosen, having been predestinated according to the plan of him 
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of 
his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, 
might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included 
in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, in him, when you believed, you were marked with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 
our inheritance until redemption of those who are God's posses
sion-to the praise of his glory" (Eph. 1:9-14). 

Here is direction and guidance of a people brought to our 
attention for our benefit. We have examples in the Bible, es
pecially such as the story of Joseph and his brothers. God had 
a plan to carry out and by his providence he did it to his glOI"'J 
and for the good of the people whom he had chosen. All wrapped 
up in this story is the hand of God's providence in the nation of 
Egypt, in Pharaoh, in Jacob and the sons and above individuals, 
performances of a nature, that would aid ·his plan to be carried 
out. His plan included, what we think of as tragic and bad 
in some cases as well as beautiful things that brought joy. God 
overruled and made things work out as he desired, even using 
the wrath of men to fulfill his purpose. We see evil there but 
we also see God there in the midst to overrule. 

When Paul and his company came to the border of Mysia, 
they tried to enter into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would 
not allow them to, so they passed Mysia and went down to 
Troas. During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Mace
donia standing and begging him, Come over to Macedonia 
and help us (Acts 16:8-9). Here we se a strange thing, as far 
as Paul could see if he had looked upon the outward circum
stances. God's plan had to be carried out so he turned Paul 
from one direction and had him face another. How many times 
things in life have turned from one way that we had planned 
to another direction? Why not recognize God in it ?Or is it all 
fate or chance or coincidental ? If so, why do we pray to God? 

Another aspect of his providence is deliverance by his hand. 
Not only do we see the hand of God in the deliverance of Israel 
but also we see it in his reaching down for sinners. We see man, 
deep in sin, undone, unclean, separated from God and astray. 
Try, as they could, they could not get back to God by their 
own strength. Neither could they devise a way of escape. They 
might try self-improvement, works of their own and still be 
left undone and broken by sin. But God, by his hand of love, 
reached down to deliver mankind from his awful plight. Think 
how many things God worked out so that he might redeem 
your soul and you will not doubt the providence of God. Re
member, God is the Deliverer and his providential heart devised 
the way through his Son. 
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From creation until now, the unendingtheir finger on· those who as Robert In
quest of the human spirit has been to seek gersol cry out at death'~ door only to 
a~~ sav~r the ."good life." Millions spend hear the echo of their wailing dry· those 
bllh~ns 1~ the1r frantic se~rch for that who stumble blindly through the d~rkness 
special hfe-style. Its elusiveness keeps of sinful lives; those who know no power in 
many on ~he ~un for mos~, and so~etimes, their lives other than their consistently 
all .of their hves. S~archmg, longmg, and failing strength. 
crymg after that which can bring tranquil- It · · · · . 
ity to a despairing existence, is the con- at IS m s~ch desp~urmg l_Ives that being 
suming occupation of many. Let us, then peace. Wl~h God IS so VItal. For, I am 
search the Scriptures to find the "good now carried mto a realm where such needs 
life," because millions need to know and chan be met. My song becomes, "Blessed be 
must know. t e. God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

. . . C~r1st, who has blessed us with every 
In the context of Jesus descr1bmg htm- spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

~elf as the "doo~, of the sheep" and as the Christ." It is therein that 1 find grace to 
goo~ sheph~rd,. ~e makes a re~~rkable assist me through my life; precious grace 

promise to ~Is disciple~. He says! I came to help me perfect my weaknesses by the 
~hat they mig~: have life, and mtght have power of God's strength. It is therein that 
It abundantly. I find mercy in my failings, failings that 

The abundant life is characterized by the are forgotten and replaced with eternal 
gen~le com~ination of ~he ups and downs blessings. It is therein that I find a pur
~f hfe: It IS the blendmg of the tears of pose. for my life; that purpose being to 
JOY with the tears of sadness. In other glorify God in whatever I do. It is there
words, this life is graciously infused with in that I find a glorious destination· that 
God's promise in Romans 8 :28, to "cause destination being the eternal bliss of 'heav
all things to work together for good to en itself. 
those who love God, to those who are called 
according to his purpose." 

In Matthew 22, Jesus was under fire 
from the Pharisees. They asked Jesus a 
very pointed question, "Teacher, which is 
the gre_at commandment in the Law?" To 
this, Jesus responded that total love for 
God was paramount. Then secondly, one 
was to love his neighbor even as himself. 
It was on these two commandments that 
the whole Law and Prophets depended. 
What a joy it should have been for them to 
see their whole economy boiled down to 
its essence; an exact answer to their exact 
question. Yet, because of impure motives, 
they missed the significance of his state
ment. I believe, though, that Jesus not 
only hit upon the essence of the Mosaic 
economy, but that in his words are also 
found the ingredients of the abundant life. 

A careful analysis of this scripture has 
revealed a great truth involving three 
aspects: 1) being at peace with God; 2) be
ing at peace with others, and 3) being at 
peace with myself. These three parts as
sembled in their proper order, construct 
the lifestyle called the abundant life. 

Peace With God 

A lack of peace with God brings vividly 
to mind the lives of those who groan under 
the burden of guilt; those who know a void 
in their lives that they can't quite put 

Peace With Others 

The hurt and pain that comes in view 
when I think of those who know the chill~ 
ing despair of loneliness; those who stag ... 
ger from the blow of being ostracized; 
those small ones who cry in fear of a 
drunken parent with an uncontrollable 
temper; those spouses who falter under the 
pressure of presistent insults and attacks 
from those who are suppose to love them; 
the loss of such needful virtues as trust 
loyalty, kindness, and gentleness. Oh, ho~ 
I do hurt when I see the barriers of hate, 
lust, revenge, and greed separate and de
stroy a relationship. 

Paul makes a pertinent comment on 
this aspect of the abundant life. He says, 
"If possible, so far as it depends on you, 
be at peace with all men" We must simply 
do our best to maintain a degree of harmo
ny. We must never let another's failings 
retard our spiritual resolve! And on the 
"Positive" side of this point, where a re
lationship is alive and maturing, I enjoy 
the warmth of human companionship. 
Therein I find, both, someone to love, and 
someone to love me. It is a great discovery 
when one learns that giving to others does 
not lesson one's spiritual stockpile. Con
cerning the latter, I find the spiritual 
blessing of security; that is, the inner 
feeling of stability and safety that comes 
to a person in a relationship in which he 

feels a sense of acceptance and being 
wanted. Any relationship involves both 
giving and receiving. Let's strive to make 
~his reci~rocal process a mutually matur
mg experience. 

Peace With Myself 

An absence of peace with oneself pic
tures some awful scenes. It is there that I 
see failure collecting its harsh toll; fail
ure to make it as a person; a human being. 
Young and old crumble under the daily 
crunch of failure's father; inferiority. In
feriority is felt from the young girl who is 
taller than all the guys, to the old man who 
because of his aging appearance, dresses in 
"mod" clothes; from the first grader who 
can't learn to read as quickly as his peers, 
to the man who pumps gas into the cars 
of doctors and lawyers; from the young 
girl who must wear one of three dresses 
to school, to the man who must rent an in
adequately sized apartment for his family. 
It hurts, and in most cases, it hurts every 
day. To this question, God answers a re
sounding, "Yes!" Yes indeed, I can love 
myself. Beauty, intelligence, and wealth 
no longer reign supreme as standards by 
which I accept or reject myself. In a time 
when one must meet these rigid standards 
to be "somebody," isn't it refreshing tore
lax and be happy about being "me?" This 
is not to say that I will cease striving to 
be more like Christ. God forbid! It is to 
say, that as I grow and mature in Christ, 
I will not carry feeling of doubt, in
feriority, and ashamedness. I will walk 
through life with my head held high, not in 
cockiness, haughtiness, and pride, but in 
confidence and assurance. For now, my 
worth as an individual is not determined 
by the judgments and values of the crowd, 
but rather it's "by the grace of God I am 
what I am •.. yet not I, but the grace of 
God with me." My worth is measured by 
the priceless value of Christ's sacrifice. 
Now the circle of the abundant life is com
plete, because I'm back where I began: 
with God. · 

The abundant life, then is being at peace 
with God and thus enjoying all the spirit
ual blessings found in Christ; being at 
peace with others and thus basking in the 
blessings of harmonious co-existence; and 
being at peace with myself and thus know
ing the blessings of self-acceptance and 
self-esteem. 

Box 481, Rogers, Tex. 76569 
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Philosophies of Men and Preaching the Gos.pel in Europe 

God endowed the prophets of both the 
New and the Old Testaments with the 
awesome respon'sibility of proclaiming to 
the people its true spiritual and moral 
condition. The Lord told Jeremiah that 
those who prophesy lies had not been sent 
by God, had not been commanded by God 
to do so and had not received any reve
lations from God. 

Because he was the spokesman of God, 
the prophet bad to view the contemporary 
scene with realism. As the book of Prov
erbs tells us, a lack of spiritual vision 
can have disastrous consequences upon 
the destiny of a nation. We cannot fail to 
see that the prophets were men fully 
aware of the religious and historical con
text in which they lived and preached. 

As for us, we have no new message, no 
new revelation to preach. We are not 
prophets in that sense. But in his own 
way each Christian is God's spokesman as 
he shares the Gospel to a lost world. And 
it is also essential for the child of God 
to have an understanding of the thoughts, 
concepts of life and religion of those 
who will be bearing the message of re
pentance and salvation. 

If we wish to communicate God's rev
elation to the ·European man and woman 
today, we must look at the man or at 
the woman before we look at the Euro
pean. Do we understand, and accept, the 
essential traits of human nature, the true 
dimensions of man's life on earth, as 
they are described to us in God's word? 
Are we wholly convinced that man is a 
creature with great spiritual needs? Do 
we always relate man's problems to those 
needs? Finally, are we totally convinced 
that those needs find their complete ful
fillment through faith and obedience to 
Jesus Christ and to fellowship with his 
church? 

The Bible's description and understand
ing of man and woman is both positive and 
negative: positive because men and women 
remain God's cherished creatures; posi
tive because man's relationship with the 
-maker of the universe is the grand theme 
of true religion. Negative, because all 
that man has been created for is of no 
avail to him as long as he remains sep
arated from God. 

What about the European today? What 
are the underlying philosophies of the 
European's behaviour? We need to answer 
these questions if we wish to understand 
why Europeans are generally more skep
tical, cautious and difficult to reach than 
people on other continents. 

Europe and the Emergence of Modern 
Science 

Herbert Butterfield, British historian 
once said that the emergence of mode~ 
science has been the most important event 
in human history since the beginning of 
Christianity. ·Science, in the past two cen-
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turies, has been largely responsible for 
the change of thought, as well as attitudes 
towards life, of a large number of the 
earth's population. Without the emergence 
of modern science and the industrial age, 
the great currents of modem thought 
could not exist. The way the majority of 
Europeans think, and view life, is related 
to idealistic views concerning science and 
the philosophical systems which were born 
from those views of science. 

The modem concept regarding science 
has its root in the 18th century, called 
by the followers of Descartes and Kant 
the "century of lights." Ever since the 
"century of lights" faith in science con
stitutes the main religion of modem Euro
pean man. Even his concepts of Chris
tianity and of the Bible must claim to 
be scientific. Anything which does not 
bear the stamp of science must be dis
regarded as foolish or useless for man
kind. Thus science becomes all powerful 
in judging the validity of anything. 

From such a faith in science and man's 
abilities, have sprung up the philosophies 
of rationalism and existentialism. Ration
alism in. an undue optimism in the powers 
of human reason. Existentialism is the 
hopelessness which is consequent of mak
ing man and his reason the center and 
meaning of the universe. 

Rationalism started exalting man's rea
son to the degree of believing that reason 
can and will solve everything. Ephraim 
Lessing was the main representative of 
this· type of philosophy. However, even 
from the start of the "century of lights," 
rationalism was being questioned by men 
such as Hegel, who thought rationalism 
was a narrow and limited philosophy. 
Hegel centered his thoughts around the 
idea that any statement which is made 
has its opposite (for each "thesis" there 
is an "antithesis"). True philosophy, said 
Hegel, can only exist when there is a 
synthesis of thesis and antithesis. From 
the standpoint of human reason., thought 
this philosopher, we can never be certain 
of anything, there is no absolute truth. 
Hegel taught his generation to think in 
relative terms instead of absolutes. Such 
concepts or language as "good," "evil," 
"beautiful," "ugly," "true" and "false" 
can never have a definite meaning. This 
constant emphasis on relativity of words 
and thoughts is the basis of dialectical 
materialism. 

Karl Marx was born in 1818. He studied 
philosophy in the universities of Bonn and 
Berlin and sympathized with Hegel's 
theories. He applied these theories to 
economics, politics and even religious be
liefs. Marx believed that philosophy is 
secondary to material considerations. He 
believed that if a man had no problems 
whatsover, on the material level, he would 
have no problems on the moral and phil
osophical levels. He also believed that 

religion was merely the product of social 
and economic unrest. 

Existentialism 
Soren Kirkegaard, philosopher who be

lieved in the existence of God, first used 
the word existentialism. This philosophy 
wishes to demonstrate that human "ex
istence" is merely, utterly, a personal 
thing. Imprisoned in "existence" man is 
a solitary being lost in a universe for 
which he can find no meaning. The search 
for happiness, for "hope," can only be 
valid if man accepts his hopeless predica
ment! 

The 1st of January, 1843, Kirkegaard 
preached a sermon on Galatians 3:27-29 
in which he said: "The past is achieved, 
the present is not and the future is really 
what is not .... " This was the philosoph
er's comments on a text of the Bible 
which is trying to give us hope on the 
basis of the past, the present and the fu
ture of God's dealings for his children! 

Atheistic philosophers brought to its 
full developments, to its ultimate conclu
sions, the philosophy of existentialism: 
Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Heidegger and 
Karl Jaspers. Sartre believed that the 
first basic step of existentialism is to 
bring man to realize what he is, that be 
may be fully aware of the meaninglessness 
of life and the universe. Karl Jaspers 
taught that existen~ialism implies living 
to the fullest our own decisions and ex
periences of life. Aldous Huxley, who ad
mired Jasper's thinking, encouraged the 
use of drugs. Teilhard deChardin a Cath
olic theologian, pictures the Christian 
faith as an existential experience which 
gives meaning to one's life . • . but which 
should not be viewed as the only valid 
"religious experience." 

In Europe, the philosophies of national
ism and existentialism are taught in the 
schools and universities in many subtle 
ways. A great number of the young come 
o~t of school and enter life fully con
VInced of the truth of these philosophies. 

Franz Kafka, a few years before the 
1st world war, predicted in a letter to his 
friend Max Brod, a· great confusion for 
the latter generation which he describes 
as "philosophically drunk," not knowing 
what they would be heading for. 

One of the consequences of modem 
philosophies such as existentialism, is that 
pe?ple bec?me very skeptical about any
thn~g outside of their own personal ex
perience. Many theologians and church 
leaders, such as Cullman and Tillich teach 
a religious existentialism which ~ejects 
an objective revelation from God. 

Ambivalence 
Paul Toumier, in his book "The Whole 

Person in a Broken World" sums up the 
tremendous conflicts which arise from 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells (3) 
JERRY HARVILL 

ENDANGERED SPECIES 

I remember vividly the occasion during our Scotland years 
when I listened with dismay to the pessimistic words of a 
visiting American elder from Tennessee. The question I asked 
him concerned the welfare of the U. S. church situation. His 
answer was a shock. He affirmed that the gospel was becoming 
scarce in America; that preachers just were not preaching the 
gospel anymore. 

Now I grant that this particular brother was fuzzy on what 
"gospel" actually means Biblically, and that further conversa
tion that day surfaced a lot of his semantic confusion. But, tak
ing all of that into consideration, I think that brother saw ac
curately more even than he understood:, preaching is in deep 
trouble today. 

John Killinger wrote in a book on preaching, "People are 
not tired of preaching but of non-preaching, of badly garbled, 
irrelevant drivel that has in so many places passed for preach
ing because there was no real preaching to measure it against." 
P. T. Forsyth chided the American pulpit nearly fifty years 
ago with the claim, "It is not sermons we need, but a Gospel, 
which sermons are killing." 

These indictments sting. Nevertheless, they contain enough 
truth to compel both pulpit and pew to take a long look at the 
current state of Biblical preaching. The great majority of ser
mons today are characterized by features far removed from 
Apostolic norms. 

"Ring" Is Gone 

There is a self-evidencing "ring of truth" to that message 
clearly rooted in a Biblical text. That "ring" is conspicuously 
absent from so much preaching today. "Thus saith the . Lord" 
is replaced by "in my opinion," or· "the majority of scholars 
concur," or what is even less substantive, by a mere increase 
in volume and pitch to accompany a repeated assertion. Nor is 
this authentic "ring of truth" to be equated with quantities of 
Biblical quotations-anyone who has ever listened to a Jehovah':-; 
Witness knows that! Strange to say, however, that preachers 
who deny the privilege of exegetical hopping to false teachers 
often relish the practice themselves in their own pulpits! The 
rude truth is, usually piles of references are a cover for failure 
to properly study and understand a given passage thoroughly 
enough to allow its truth to ring out! 

Solid exposition of Scripture has been replaced by a devo
tional or inspirational emphasis. Rooted in the modern quest 
for pleasure this approach has more in common with theatrical 
dramatic effect than with the cry for repentance heard through
out Scripture. The preacher struggles to maintain the favorable 
impression of the congregation ( = "He's a great speaker!"), 
rather than struggling under the burden of his life-and-death 
message. Instead of the doing and dying of Jesus, the ex
periences of the speaker and the interests of the listeners are 
central; we end up preaching ourselves, and not Jesus, as Lord. 

Party Lines 

So much preaching today is aimed at preserving the party 
line rather than breaking the bread of the Gospel. The depth 
of a preacher's contribution is often measured by the intensity 
of his opposition. Now I suspect this was the type preaching 
the brother mentioned earlier was hungry for. I could wish 
that his diagnosis was accurate; I fear, however, this type 
sermonizing is far from dead. 

Do not misunderstand. To speak of the party line is NOT to 
say that it is illegitimate to indoctrinate our people in what 
we honestly believe and know is the truth. But there is a vast 
difference between education in the truth of the Gospel through 
painstaking exegesis and thorough preaching and the preserva
tion of in-group loyalty. Authentic preaching will constantly 
bring our own biases under Divine scrutiny, whereas the party
line approach merely confirms the biases of our people. 

Our pulpits have been overrun by humanistic self-helpers with 
their "power of positive thinking." The sad thing is their assault 
was not even contested. In fact, we simply modified the labels 
and marketed their formulas in the name of the Lord! We have 
traded the birthright of eternal Biblical realities for a mess 
of pottage consisting of cheap psychology designed to propagate 
selfish illusions. People may be impressed by the experiences 
of "postiive thnkers," but only the experience of the Substitute 
will save them! 

Preoccupation with results pressures contemporary preaching 
towards manipulating hearers. Though we say we believe 
the Gospel to be the power of God, we resort to other forces 
to achieve results. And this is not merely during explicitly 
evangelistic efforts. In fact, the spirit of profiteering surfaces 
in our "ordinary"" services through the desire to get spiritual 
gain from our attendance. After all, the modern mind reasons, 
why go if I don't get something out of it?! 

This underlying demand that all "get something out of it" 
leads to pulpiteering machinations: the manipulating power of 
men becomes the substitute for the authentic power of God. 

Conclusion 

As I think back to that conversation in Scotland, I'm more 
convinced than ever that preaching is in fact in deep trouble 
today. Not simply because attitudes of hearers have changed 
but even more so because today's pulpit appears more like a 
thermometer than a thermostat. Instead of correcting the 
spirit of our age, we have caught it. 

The contemporary pulpit profile is alarming: (1) absence of 
a "ring of truth," (2) proliferation of emotional devotionals, 
(3) parroting of party lines, •(4) smuggling in of humanistic 
positive thinking, and (5) manipulation of hearers; all of these 
augur ill for the future. It is past time to re-dig the wells 
of Biblical preaching. 
395 Murfreesboro Rd, Nashville, Tenn. 37217 

7 [4391 



Christianity Involves the Whole Life l'HOMAS L. SEA L S 

Anyone who knows the will of God 
realizes that there are two primary con
cerns in the kingdom of God. First, it is 
concerned with leading men and women 
to a life of righteousness in Christ. Pri
mary in the Christians emphas is must be 
the realization that man needs to be in 
Christ and in communion with God above 
all else. But we also note that our concern 
must be this worldly as well, that is, we 
must strive to overcome the injustice, ma
terialism and wickedness in this world. I n 
the past, however , we have tended to ne
glect this latter aspect of the ldngdom, thus 
reducing the ethical force of Christianity 
in the social and political world. We have 
cried up sacrifices and ceremonial per
formances and cried down any real in
volvement in the world. The result has 
been that the church has become the self
conscious representative of God which, 
instead of pointing men to h im, points 
them first of a ll to itself . 

It appears, then, that we have used up, 
or stif led, religious energy and enthusiasm 
to the extent that we have kept them en
closed within the "worship" activities of 
the ch urch , when in r eality much of it 
should have been spent out in the world. 
We have seen th is attitude manifest itself 
in stifl ing the missionary expansion of 
the church and t he usher ing in of some 
of the most unjust social conditions k nown 
to t he world. What we are trying to say 
is that the aim of the kingdom of God on 
earth is the regeneration of men to divine 
sonship and eternal life, and the victory 
of the Spiri t of Chr ist over the spirit of 
the world in social, economic and political 
life. The establishment of a society righ
teousness in the world is just as much 
a saving act of God as the salvation of 
an individual from his natural selfish
ness and moral inabil ities. 

The kingdom of God is not confined 
within t he limits of the church and its 
activit ies. It embraces the whole of hu-

Our Work Among the Navajos 
Our work on the Navajo reservation is 

going real well ; new souls arc being 
added to the church. Our needs at Manue
lito include a sponsor for Kelleywood 
Dixion, a new convert. Kelleywood will 
graduate this spring f rom high school at 
Shiprock, N.M. I have talked to Kelley
wood before and after baptism. He wants 
to go to Browntrail s Preacher's School. 

We are trainng s ix young boys at 
Manuelito and going from house to housP., 
playing cassettes and answer ing what 
questions we can trying to get the church 
back at Manuelito. We are making prog
ress. We have been told that we will have 
the next spot on the radio for a religious 
program. This program will be sponsored 
by the church at Manuelito. We will have 
to increase our budget to do so, but we 
hope to be able to reach more people. 
Most of this program will be conducted in 
Navajo. Two of our brethren have a large 
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man life. It is the Christianizing of the 
whole order of man, social and spiritual. 
Why do we emphasize· this? Simply be
cause it is so easy to r elegate all rel i
gious activity to the church building and 
periods of public worship. Which one of 
us has not fel t this division within his 
life? All week long we devote to our
selves to our bus iness or profession, and 
Sundays we set aside as the Lord's day. 
By prayer, praise, preaching, teachi~l! 
and communion, we express our love and 
devotion to God and teach our children to 
do likewise. This is good, but is this all? 
Speak to someone about doing something 
for God. What is the immediate and nor
mal response? Don't we understand that 
we a rc to g ive extra money, or teach a 
Bible class, or do something like visita
tion? When asked to do something for 
the Lord, the vast majority think in this 
"religious" realm. How few think of do
ing something for God where they spend 
the overwhelming part of their time
out in the world, on the job, at home, in 
t he community. 

Too many of us see our life outside 
strictly "religious" activities as having 
little or nothing to do with serving God, 
except that we engage in these "outside" 
activities in such a manner that we keep 
from doing wrong. The serving of Christ 
lies in doing " religious" work like working 
in the church, or in leading men to Christ, 
so many think. For example, if a lawyer 
says that he is going to devote his life 
to the work of the Lord, it is a lmost cer
tain that we will understand him to mean 
that he is going to become a preacher. 
But what if he means that he is going 
to strive to be the champion of justice in 
human relations; that he is go ing to see 
r ight done; t hat he is going to strive to 
make the word " legal" synonymous with 
the word "just"? Isn't t his just as much 
a devotion of one's life to the Lord and 

(Continued on page 11) 

J ESSE H AM PTON 

amount of experience speaking on the 
radio. They have agreed to record the 
lessons in Navajo. I will use some of our 
cassettes and yours if you will send any
thing. Basic sermons on the first prin
ciples arc needed. Your vocabular y must 
condescend to men of low estate. We need 
trained Indian preachers. 

We would want one or more congre
gations to be willing to educate Kelley
wood at. Browntrail and one set of elders 
to be willing to take the sponsorship. They 
would take the oversight of him and let 
him conduct meetings throughout the res
ervation. I would want him lo be located 
near Gallup. We have land where he could 
build a home for the present or he could 
l ive in one of ou1· houses. That would be 
no problem. There is more work for the 
church to do in and around Gallup than 
any other place in these parts. 

I came here thi rty years ago. I was 

the only Gospel preacher within 130 miles 
of Gallup. Today we have over 40 in the 
same area. I believe we are more in need 
now than we were thirty years ago es
pecially among the Indians. I have trained 
Indian preachers to where they could 
preach on their own but when they get 
out on their own, they are just not able 
to defend themselves with the world. 
Therefore, we n eed to send preachers to 
school. 

I very well r ecall writing Brother Har
deman three years after I left FHC and 
came to Gallup that if he had not been so 
good to me that I would have never 
stayed. It is hard seeing one's people so 
rebellious and covered up wi t h the world 
and its leaching. I am thankful unto God 
for men like N. B. Hardeman and that I 
was privileged to s it at his feet for three 
years and three months. Brethr en, he 
taught me that I may have to support 
myself and told me to go get some edu
cation so I could support myself if it 
came to that. 

I would never have gotten to Gallup 
if I had depended on my brethren to 
send me. Brothe1· Hardeman taught me 
that I could do more among the Indians 
than he could. I know now what he meant. 
He called me into h is office almost every 
week for over three years. "Son, if you 
need money, food, etc., let me know. You 
don't have any business preaching to these 
white people. Stay here and s tudy and 
go back among your people where you 
can do some good." I thank God that I 
came to Gallup. 
Rt. 2, Box 92, Gallup, N.M. 87301 

One Nation, Under God? 
JESSE FONVILLE 

Daniel Webster, about 140 years ago, 
made some timely remarks that are es
pecially relevant to us here and now! 

"If religious books are not widely cir
culated among the masses of this country. 
and the people do not become religious, I 
do not know what. is to become of us as 
a nation. The thought is one to cause 
solemn reflection on the part of every 
patriot and Chris t ian. If t ruth be not 
diffused, error will be; if God and his 
word arc not known and received, the 
devil and his works will gain the ascen
dancy; if the evangelical vo lume does not 
reach every hamlet, the pages of a cor
rupt and licentious literature will; if the 
power of the Gospel is not felt through 
the length and breadth of the land, anar
chy and misrule, degradation and misery, 
corruption and da rkness, will reign with
out mitigation ot· end!" 

His insight is remarkable. More im
portantly, it is in agreement with prin
ciples in the Bible! 

We are seeing the fruits of this garbage 
that is being planted in hearts and minds. 
It's high time that we demaQ_d teachers 
with integrity and morals, ancNextbooks 
that build rather t han destroy character! 
905 Hinton Ave., Lumberton, Ms. 39455 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Larry James of the Carrollton A venue congregation in 
New Orleans, La., presents to us some real plans in his article 
for making the Wednesday evening meetings more filled with 
meaning and with real service to the church. 

It is evident that thought and .effort has been put into this 

work done on Wednesday evenings by the Carrollton A venue 
congregation. It would be most interesting and helpful to hear 
from other congregations where such planning and such work 
has been carried out.-Leonard Mullens, 1610 Lawnview, Cor
pus Christi, Texas 78404. 

"Midweek Ministry": An Alternative for Busy Believers 
LARRY JAMES 

Living in the rush and bustle of urban America as a member 
of a downtown church raises all sorts of new questions about 
how the local congregation should approach ministry and life 
together. Admittedly church leaders are caught in a position of 
tension. On the one hand, leadership must challenge "Follow
ship" to live out Christian commitment and fellowship loyalty. 
On the other hand, the harsh realities of 20th century existence 
forces leaders to call in question much of what actually con
stitutes the corporate life of the visible body. 

One phase of typical congregational activity badly in need 
of reassessment is the Wednesday evening "Bible study" con
cept. Every shepherd knows that some believers are not going 
to involve themselves in the midweek activities no matter how 
much effort is expended to persuade and encourage. As a 
preacher I have concluded long ago that a person's level of 
participation and contribution in the fellowship over the "long 
haul" grows out of a life of faith. A great deal of lost time 
can be recouped by refusing to continually feed the church a 
diet of guilt producing tirades on the evils of non-attendance. 
The motivation for active participation must be born at a 
deeper level if we are to expect involvement to be more than 
superficial. When faith is real, fellowship will be genuine and 
spontaneous. 

Philosophical concern aside, what about Wednesday nights in 
our fast-paced society? At Carrollton Avenue in New Orleans 
we have experimented with a midweek concept which we feel 
addresses the needs of our community and our congregation, 
while it honestly weighs the demands of simply "being" as a 
person in our day and time. We call it "Midweek Ministry." Its 
operation is simple in our setting (200+ membership; urban 
church). 

At the end of a period of promotion (about six weeks), we 
entered a mini-study of the Biblical foundations for ministry 
as God's people (two class sessions). At the conclusion of the 
classroom study, we passed out a survey form that allowed each 
adult and teenage member to indicate areas of ministry in which 
they would be willing to serve during the particular quarter. 
The options were important and covered a wide range of in
terests (i.e.visiting-all of the various contacts we received 
through other ministry efforts; prayer groups-weekly these 
groups prayed for those visiting and for other family needs, also 
provided our women the opportunity to pray in women's group; 
special study group-for those who .desired a classroom setting 
for growth; audio-visual/independent study in church library; 
special teaching assignment-we used a "one room school house" 
approach with our children taking advantage of a VTR unit 
to teach them utilizing "J oily Bible Time"; various work projects 
-classrooms, bulletin boards, general repairs, social services 
apartment clean up, teacher's workroom, library; planning 
sessions-various committees took advantage of the time to 

meet and work; prison ministry; and other-allowed folks to 
be creative in their choice). We encourage individuals to check 
off all the areas that interested them. 

Each week whoever chose to, gathered for supper (brown 
bag style) about forty-five minutes before service time. The 
table fellowship set the tone for the evening. At the beginning 
of the service we enjoyed a period of worship and family news 
(10-15 minutes). Then the group was divided according to the 
various specific assignments for the week. Each week the pro
gram of ministry could be adjusted to meet real needs that 
arose. The only static group was the study group. This class 
dealt with subject matter that could be covered in 5-6 weeks. 
At the end of that period a new class formed out of rotation. 

After a quarter of this activity, what observations can be 
offered? First, everyone involved felt that the time spent on 
Wednesday evening had been worth the effort. The time proved 
productive. Given our crowded lives, the midweek time slot 
seemed more worthwhile. We were touching people. We were 
helping. We were knowing one another. Second, a spirit of 
comradeship began to develop among the midweek regulars. 
Doing all sorts of things together actuaiiy drew us into closer 
relationships. It was rewarding to see teens and adults working 
side by side. Third, we were able to actively enjoy the best 
of two worlds. Feiiowship and visible ministry combined in an 
encouraging way. Fourth, our attendance became more con
sistent. Fifth, we were able to really get things done that 
needed to be accomplished. We did it without cutting into 
another night of family time during the week and we involved 
a greater number of people in active service in the process. 
This was especially true in the area of visitation. 

"Midweek Ministry" proved to be a viable and exciting alter
native to the standard fare of most Wednesday evening pro
grams. At Carrollton Avenue the body could be organized and 
mobilized for new adventures in service each week. We plan 
to continue this approach for at least two quarters out of 
every four. 

Larry James, 4540 S. Carrollton Ave., New Orleans, La. 70119 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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PHILOSOPHIES OF MEN ANO 
PREACHING THE GOSPEL IN 

EUROPE 
(Continued from page 6) 

such philosophies. In this book, Dr. Tour
nier writes about the ambivalence of the 
Europeans (defined as a simul taneous at
traction toward and repulsion from an 
object, a person or an action) . The am
bivalence of the European, says Tournier, 
is descriptive of the state of his con
science. Andre Malraux once stated that 
"the drama of the man torn between a 
philosophy of life that wants to r epr ess 
his conscience, a philosophy of life which 
procla ims in the wor ds of Nietzsche that 
"nobody can any longer be held respon
sible. . . ." and basic moral standards 
which he owes to Chr istianity. This is why 
a mili tant atheist such as J can-Paul Sar
trc once quoted the words of Dostoievski 
as relevant to the Europeans: "If God 
did not exist everything would be per
mitted." In this book Sartrc makes fun 
of the secular moralism of European s 
which says that God is useless and so is 
religion while saying that one ought to 
be honest, t ell the truth, be faithful to 
his wife, etc. 

I have hope for Europe because of this 
ambivalence. Europeans deep down in 
their souls have not given up the ideal 
and concept ion of a life which t hey owe 
to Christian truths and principles. As the 
philosophies of rationalism, existential ism 
and materialism fade away, t he Christian 
values spr ing up, such as a seed that was 
seemingly dead. It is a question of time 
and also a question of how much influence 
we can exert on the continent. In Europe, 
we need to sow the seeds of belief in God, 
belief in God's word, belief in morality, 
before we can reap churches and spir itual 
leadership. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashvi lle, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·~036 
STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

In April of the year 1830, Alexander 
Campbell, a man of llflusual vision, wrote 
that his "great enterprize was to restore 
true religion and true humanity to a 
people spoiled through ph ilosophy and 
vain deceit, by the traditions of men, and 
by the subordination to the rudiments of 
the world." Restoration may mean r e
storing a man's belief in the exist ence of 
God, restoring a man's confidence in God's 
word, restoring man's convictions about 
morality. 

Are we realistic enough in our views 
and methods for evangelizing the Euro
pean nations? Are we fully aware of 
the tremendous difference between an 
Alabama town, bred and nurtured in 
Baptist doctrine, and the city of Paris 
where atheism and immorality are prop
agated, day and night, as a way of life 
and just a handful of Christians strive 
to survive! 

It may not be lhe calling of every 
preacher or every missionary to preach 
the Gospel to a people that has been 
spoiled through traditions and philos
ophies of men, but it certainly is the call 
ing of those who are working and living 
in Eut·ope. Being a missionary in Europe 
is a special calling because it is a special 
field. And it takes special men and women. 
It is probable that as in the days of J esus 
and J eremiah they will have to confront 
many hard-headed and impudent indi
viduals. But if that is the case what shall 
t hey do? Give up seeking a nd gathering 
the lost? For centuries the clergy, the 
philosophers and leaders of the people 
have been at work destroying people's 
confidence in God's word. This is a field 
where religious error, atheism, rational
ism, existentialism etc. have "spoiled the 
people." In that field today, several thou
sands are New Testament Christians. 
There was a t ime when a few hundreds 
could not be found. In that field men 
and women who used to 'be atheists, drunk
ards or thieves are now mature Chris
tians. 

I can truly say that every day I witness 
this fact: the Gospel is powerf ul in Eu
rope and is bringing human philosophies 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 
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Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the N ortheaSJt to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distri'Ct of New York- For further 
informat ion---contact : 

LARRY DEASON, DffiECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

to nought and human beings to the obe
dience of Christ. 
Dijon, France 

Tom Tarbet, Laguna Park, TX 76634. 
My wife and I have just returned from 
Danbury, CT. where I was called to ordain 
our son, David Tarbet, as elder. He is in 
his 14th year as preacher for the Dan
bury church. 

Note to subscribers: P lease g ive your old 
address as well as your new addr ess when 
you move. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Available fo r Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

:J 
I 

,Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

per tho usand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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CHRISTIANITY I NVOLVES T HE 
WHOLE LIFE 

(Continued from page 8) 
his work as is the vocation of the preach
er ? Doesn't religious ideal embrace the 
whole of life? 

We can very easily visualize the impact 
In the world that h is type of thinking 
would make if it was carried over into 
every occupation. It would make t he king
dom of God a r eality in the social , eco
nomic a nd political world just as it is a 
reality in t he spiritual world. Th e farmer 
would toil for human needs all over the 
world. No longer will he k ill cows and 
hogs to ra ise the price on the market. The 
engineers will build stronger and better 
dams, 1·oads and bridges, being motivated 
by a genuine love and concern for others, 
rather than materialism and greed. Build
ers would build better homes, land-lords 
would provide better apa1·tments, doctors 
would give better care, housewives would 
look upon their ceaseless duties as r eal 
sacrifice of their lives for others, and so 
forth. Many noble Christians have under
stood all this , but I vent ure to say that 
most of us have not under s tood this, 01 

Furniture for the Church 
Q u ality Produ c t s for the Thr i fty 
Congregation o r C h r i s tia n Sch ool 

Piea.se w r ite or call for free c a t a l og . 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Bx 8300 
Wnco , Texna 701110 

E d Wll8on 
(817) 772-1104 

at least, have not put it into practice in 
our lives. 

Admittedly, this thinking is very ideal
istic, or is a very high goal. The aim is 
vast, but we rejoice in the fact that it 
is something we can reach for. It is in 
s triv ing for this a im that we will achieve 
that unity of life promised by Christ. If 
we, as Christians, would begin to do our 
daily occupations in such a way as to 
best ser.ve our fellowman, and thus the 
Lord; if we would refuse to engage in 
any occupation in which we saw no benefit 
to mankind, or maybe even harmful to 
mankind. T hen we would see t he k ingdom 
of God as a more powerful reality in our 
world. 

Joseph Sherman, 95414 Highway 99 E ., 
Junct ion Cit y, Ore., May 2, 1980: I bap
t ized 5 people, including 4 married per
sons at Lancaster, Oregon dunng April, 
where I have been the minister more than 
8 years. 

The La ncaster brethr en sponsor 2 
broadcasts on Sundays from KWIL Albany 
station. 

I recently spoke at Aberdeen, Wash
ington, wher e my older son, Stanley, is 
minister. 

There has recently been a nice addition 
to the Lancaster meeting house, which is 
located about 16 miles from E ugene. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in ~he Firm Foundation may be had for $ 12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

WHAT WILL YOU LEAVE YOUR 
CHILDREN 

(Continued from page 3) 
both parents were f a ithful and active in 
attendance, support and work 93% of 
their children remained active and faith
ful. 

Are you going to leave your children 
with an example they can follow ? Does 
your example say to t hem, " Be imitators 
of me, just a s I also am of Christ"? 
Surely we can see the importa nce of our 
example. Surely we want to leave our 
children a worthy inheri t ance. Let's live 
before them in such a way that they may 
"obtain an inheritance which is imperish
a ble and undefiled and will not f a de away, 
reserved in heaven." 
6355 38th Ave. N., S t. Petersburg, Fla. 
33710 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence T raining by Extension 
No Tuition-A pproved tor Veterans 

B enefits 
contact 

The Director--8728 34th Street 
L ubbock, TX 794 10 

1-806-792-5191 

Central Ohio School For Preachers a nd Teachers 
Columbus, Ohio 

Two Year Course For Teachers 
Principles of Teaching 
Teaching Children 
Teaching Young People 
Teaching Adults 
History and Philoso phy of Christian Education 
Educational Program of the Church 
Audio·Visual Aids 
Becoming Your Own Teacher 
English II 
Hermeneutics 

~~~~she~~~~ 
Denominational Doctrines I 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Christian Evidences 
Bible History and Geography 
O.T. Survey 
N.T. Survey 
ln tertestamental Period 

Ten electives 

Applications Accepted NOW For 
Class Beginning September 15. 

FREE Tuition 

For Catalog and Appl ication 

WRITE 1140 Williams Rd., Columbus, 

Ohio, 43207, or CALL 614·491·5777. 

Entering Tenth Year 

Emphasis on Practical 

Under the overs ight o f the 

Elders of the Williams Road Church of Christ 

Three Year Course For Preachers 
QUARTER ONE 

English I 
O.T. Survey 
Synoptics 
Hermeneutics 
The Church 
Greek I 

QUARTER TWO 

English II 
N.T. Survey 
Pentateuch 
Homiletics I 
Timothy & Ti tus 
Greek II 

QUARTER THREE 

English I ll 
Acts 
Denominatio nal Doctrines I 
Homi letics II 
Joshua through the United Kingdom 
Greek Ill 

QUARTER FOUR 

Bible History and geography 
How We Got the Bible 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Ministerial Ethics 
Personal Evangelism 
Greek IV 

QUARTER NINE 

Great Debates 
Romans & Galatians 
Philosophy 
Peter through Jude 
OJT 

QUARTER FIVE 

Christian Evidences 
Psalms 
lntertestamental Period 
Preaching 
Church History I 
Hebrew I 

QUARTER SIX 

Apologetics I 
MaJor Prophets 
Corinthians 
Church History II 
Logic I 
Hebrew II 

QUARTER SEVEN 

Apologetics II 
Minor Prophets 
Restoration Sermons 
Ephesi ans. Philippians, Colossians, 

Thessalonians, Philemon 
Logic II 
Counseling 

QUARTER EIGHT 

Hebrews & James 
Daniel & Revelation 
Proverbs & Ecclesiastes 
Educational Work of the Church 
Brotherhood Issues 
Leadership 
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THRUST INTO NEW MAYAN COMMUNITY IS LAUNCHED 

Crowd at meeting with E . Joe Lee. 

I t is a cool, windy night in the town of 
Concepcion, at 9,000 feet, high in the moun
tains of western Guatemala . Dozens oi 
Mayans dressed in their colorful clothes, 
some barefoot and some with sandal:s are 
lingering about t he entrance to the dir.::ly 
lit town hall located on one side of the 
town plaza. 

There is a great deal of darkness here as 
1% of the population belong to any kind 
of protestant r elig ion. A sacred lake near
by is where hundreds of witch doctors 
meet each year in May for a celebration. 
Witchcraft is a flourishing business for 
many men. 

PEW CUSHIONS : 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing: 

For Free Estimate: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 

But this night t he Gospel is being 
preached by Brother J oe Lee and Brother 
J ose Vasquez. Bro. Lee is speaking in 
Spanish, and Bro. Vasquez is speaking 
in the Mayan tongue known as "Mam." 

This evangelistic campaign resulted 
from the visit of one patient to the Clinica 
Cristiana. The patient spread the word 
and over the next year members of over 
200 families visited t he Clinica, 10 walking 
mi les from Concepcion. Missionaries Gene 
Luna and Pat Rile carried out repeated 
home evangelistic Bible studies in the com
munity. The people have shown great 
interest in the Gospel. 

We are also praying to God for mis
sionar ies who are wi lling to come to live 
among these proud, hardy people to de
velop their knowledge of the Word and 
help lhem fu nction as the Body of Christ. 
R. M. Rheinbolt 
Apartado Postal # 19 
Quezaltenango, 
Guatemala, Central America 

Hobart E. Ashby, 29511 Bock, Garden 
City, Michigan 48135 : Paul Watson of the 
Echo Meadows Church, Oregon, Ohio, 
closed a meeting with us May 14th. Four 
were restored. I was at Adrian, Michigan, 
May 18 through the 21st. Mark Simmons 
is the local preacher. In October, Gordon 
Smith will conduct our meeting. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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Roy H. Lanier, Sr., 2852 So. Kno>.'Ville 
Way, Denver, Colo. 80227, l\fay 7, 1980: 
During April 18 to 20 I spoke seven 
times on MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND 
REMARRIAGE to the 21st & Eisenhower 
church in Odessa, Texas. The attendance 
a nd response were fine. I participated in 
a f amily enrichment lectureship with Bro. 
Chas. Will iamson in Saline, Michigan 
April 27 to 30. F rom there I went to Flint, 
Michigan to be with the Lennon Rd. church 
May 2 to 4 speaking on Divorce and Re
matTiage and Living for J esus, speaking 
seven t imes again. I am to be with the 
Waxahachie, Texas church to help cele
brate their 75th anniver sary. 

Reprints of any single poge a rticle appearin g 
in the Firm Foundation may be ha d for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders sma lle r than 1000 cop· 
ies nc.. acce pted. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Pla ns 

117rite or ctdl for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/ 429-1403 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12o/0 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound lntere t Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to : 
TE:\1PE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

It 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
t ives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy flowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both t ime·tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set--all the work of 
one man- suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

HEBREWS 

Price $8.95 
per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 



HERNDONS RETURN TO 
NEW GUINEA 

After spending 16 months in the U.S. 
on medical furlough, Bob and Mildred 
Herndon have returned to P apua, New 
Guinea. 

They have decided to settle in Port 
Moresby, because the work they do is 
needed most in that region. They will be 
working with the Jim Kennedys. The 
Herndons work in a secondary capacity, 
doing the countless things that take up 
a missionary's time and activities. 

Relocation funds are needed to get them 
settled in this new field, and should be 
sent to the Church of Christ, Box 582, 
Eagle Lake, Fla. 93839, or directly to 
Box 6056, Boroko, Paupua, New Guinea. 

ABILENE CHURCHES SCHEDULE 
JOINT EFFORT 

"Victory in Jesus" will be the theme of 
a statewide meeting on September 26-27, 
featuring major speakers from Churches 
of Christ. Sponsored by several Abilene 
congregations, the meeting will be held in 
Moody Coliseum at Abilene Christian Uni
versity. Speakers will be Doug Kostowski 
of Miami, Florida; Jack Evans of TeiTell, 
Texas ; Charles Hodge of Fort Worth; Jack 
Paul of Tyler, and Glen Owen of Abilene. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 2Vz miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or ca ll F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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DWAIN JONES 

Dwain Jones, son of H. T. and Lurania 
Jones, was born October 31, 1908 at Groes
beck, Texas. He moved with his family lo 
Mangum, Oklahoma as a child. He was 
baptized at an early age and began preach
ing at age 15. He was already preaching 
full time for the church in Iowa Park, 
Texas when he graduated from High 
School there in 1928. 

He was married to Lucille Post in 1932, 
and they moved to Anson, Texas to work 
with the church. He served as full time 
preacher for churches in Weatherford, 
Memphis and Alvord, Texas. 

During the 40's he was diagnosed as 
having tuberculosis and was required to 
rest much of the time. Because of his 
health, he retired from full time preaching 
in 1950 and moved to Cordell, Oklahoma 
where he managed farm and rental prop
erties and operated a used furniture busi
ness. He continued to fill Sunday preach
ing appointments in southwest Oklahoma 
including Mountain View, Lone Wolf, 
Canute, Rocky, Granite and Hinton. 

Funeral services were held at the Church 
of Christ in Mang um, Oklahoma on May 6, 
1980 with Lowell Donley, administrator of 
Cordell Christian Home, and Norman 
Easter, minister of the Mangum church, 
officiating. Burial was in Riverside cem
etery, Mangum. H is only surviving relative 
was one cousin, Mr. Chloe Brockman, Okla
homa City. 

A Firm Fountlntlon subscription makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

Cleon Lyles, P. 0. Box 664, Morrilton, 
Arkansas 72110 : Recently it has been my 
pleasure to preach in meetings with the 
Central church in Cleveland, Tenn., where 
Robert Wagner preaches, Florence Blvd. 
in Florence, Ala. where Kelby Smith 
preaches, and in England, Ark. where 
Royce Marting preaches. All of these men 
a re d~ing great work. 

While in England it was good to be as
sociated with Ordus Copeland who preach
es at Coy, Ark. He has preached in Florida 
for a number of years but has returned to 
his native state and is doing his usual 
good work. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc .. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/ 882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
gr oup rate 

.. RESTORING THE ORIGINAL .. 
3 1-hour T.V. specials by Jerry Jones of Harding University. Video-taped 
from live telecast (Evansville, Ind.) Call-in question/ answer segment, DEAF 
INTERPRETATION CAMEO. Available for rent on y2 inch video tape. 

Christian Video Service 
Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93534 (805 942-4459) 

Marion D. Owens, Director 

DECIDE NOW 
to enroll in the 

j)outbeaf)tern J/libltcal 3Jnstitutt 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

to earn 

Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 
under highly qualified teachers 

Tuition free- Approved for VA benefits 
Next semester begins August 18, 1980 

For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 
(404) 458-7631 

3545 Chestnut Drive 
Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this sectloll $1.00 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting plaees, preachers seeking work or conp-rega
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

{308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 

OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa.. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2:05 E. Morgan Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mort. Office 4'77'• 
5271. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'78-40C58. 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO!.:R:::.T_H_W_E_S_T_C_H_U=R"""'C__,H ___ O ..... F--.-C=H""R""I.....,ST=,-l-56_5_5-..,-1~5th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free · 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RlllLIGIOlJS BOOKS B011GHT. For deWls 
S.A.S.E. Wayne Stephens, Box 1234, Ruston, 
LA 71270. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Cbrlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YVltiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. Fundlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evana-ellsta 
Wanted: Full time Preacher, who can provide his 
own support for the first couple years. Small con
gregation needs an aggressive man willing to work. 
Contact Robert Burford, Rt. #3, Box 3620, Forks, 
Wash. 98331. 206-374-6845. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun, 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensdewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~rellst 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PRIDA.CHING 
11800 DubUD Road 

Pleasanton, California 94188 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. .Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-1281. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0!' 
P.M. 

Northwest Oklahoma church, Shattuck Church of 
Christ. in need of a preacher, contact John Kirk
patrick, Area Code 405, business 938-2962, resi
dence 938-2973. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE. Have 16 years full time 
experience. Married age 52, one daughter at home, 
three children in college. Seeking an existing church 
that really wants to grow and has the desire to 
reach the lost in their community. Will also consider 
beginning a new work. Have extensive experience 
in personal work, campaigns and organizing a pro
gram of work. Prefer a location in Tenn., Ky., Ill., 
Ind., or Wise. Contact Gordon Makool, P.O. Box 
686, Pulaski, TN 88478. Tel. 615-368-8283 or 615-
863-2777. 
NEE:-:D~E:::D=-: -:E:::l:-e-m-e-nt.,....a_r_y_&-=--s=e-c-o-nd-:-a-r-y--=s-=ch:-o-o':"I-:T=-e-a-c~h-
ers, Administrators-Mission & Evangelistic oriented. 
Contact: Arnold E. Pylkas, President/Principal, 
Atlantic Christian School, 12975 S.W. 6th St., Miami, 
Florida 33184. Tel. 305-223-3581. 
Counselor Available: Gr&.du'..;;.ate:'-'-'s-:t-u"';'de-n-:'t-o-=f=-p-s-y-c;-ho-::1:-ogy
seeking counseling position. Church member with 
pulpit experience. Write: John R. Franklin, 210 
Lucretia St., Sessler, Ill. 62884. 
MINISTER W ANT.::E:::D~f,.:o~r,;:,;w~el:-:-1-es-ta-=b"":'l:-is~hed-:--c-o-ng-r-e
gation of 275 to 300 in the great Northwest. Must 
be doctrinally sound and have a good past per
formance record. Congr~ation of great potential 
for growth with a mature minister. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, c/o Roccl Cletti, 1308 
East 100 4th Street, Tacoma, Wa. 98445 or phone 
(206) 537-5807. 
Preacher desires work with congregation in Eastern 
Oklahoma, East, Central Texas, Arkansas or West 
Tennessee. Have B.S. in Bible and 14% years ex
perience, age 34. Phone: 817-831-1358. 
FULLY SUPPORTED MISSIONARY FAMILY 
AVAILABLE to work in the U.S. Prefer city of 
30,000 to 100,000 people within 1,000 miles of Ponca 
City. Contact Missions Committee, Hartford Avenue 
Church of Christ, 1905 Joe, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
74601 or call (405) 765-3610. 

INVIIlSTIGATIIll The Firm Foundation 
trle• to screen advertl•lng, aDd will Dot 
kDowlngly take questionable odvertlslnJl:. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to In• 
vestlgote. Like any other paper, we some
times nnwlttlnp;lJ" run on unworthy ad. 
A.s the old saTing ~es, before TOU Invest. 
InvestigateS 

PITMAN CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
OPENS NEW BUILDING 

Sunday, June 1, 1980, was a historic 
day for the Pitman Creek Church. On 
that date the congregation entered their 
beautiful new building located at West 
15th and Rio Grande in Plano, Texas. All 
attendance records were broken with 653 
in Bible study and 784 in worship. 

The congregation was established in 
1949 on the east side of Plano. Since that 
time Plano has experienced phenomenal 
growth. The present population is 80,000 
and still growing. 

The congregation is preparing to meet 
the challenges of the dynamic growth of 
a young metropolitan city. The long
range plans call for two more building 
phases which will include an auditorium 
that will seat 3,000, with classrooms to 
accommodate that number. 

SAO PAULO, BRAZIL CHURCHES 
ADOPT CHALLENGING 5 YEAR GOALS 

In a church growth workshop held re
cently at the Sao Paulo Leadership Train
ing School in Sao Paulo Brazil, more than 
40 leaders representing 10 of the 13 Sao 
Paulo congregations decided to adopt chal
lenging five year goals. Their resolution 
includes the following: 

Double the number of churches from 
13 to 26. 

Double the number of Christians from 
750 to 1500. 

Mobilize at least 10% of the members 
for evangelism. 

Train two personal.'t'workers per year. 
Organize the churches with elders and 

deacons. 
Begin half of the new congregations in 

new areas of the city. 
Nationalize present congregations. 

FLATT BROTHERS EVANGELISTIC 
CAMPAIGN 

The Flatt Brothers-Leamon, Bill, Don, 
and Dowell-are scheduled to preach in 
~n Evangelistic Campaign August 10-15 
m Rome, Georgia. Services will be held at 
the West Rome Church building. At least 
two of the brothers will speak at each 
service, three at some, and all four at 
other services. 

The first Flatt Brothers Evangelistic 
Campaign was held in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee in 1963 with 46 baptisms. Since 
then such meetings have been held at 
Sparta and Henderson, Tennessee; Cin
cinnati, Ohio and in several other places. 

For further details, contact Alvin Miller 
Minister, West Rome Church of Christ' 
2448 Shorter Ave., Rome, Georgia 3016i 

PaulS. Gray, Clarksburg, W.Va., 26301, 
613 Dale A venue. May 2, 1980: Our daily 
radio program on WPDX at 7:50 A.M. and 
104.9 FM is now thirty-one years old. It 
is heard each week-day at 10:45 A.M. and 
Sunday mornings at 8:30. I am now in 
my eighteenth year on this program, and 
I have learned in recent weeks of four 
adults who were converted as a result of 
it. 

In recent weeks eight have responded 
to the invitation here at Central; three 
baptisms, two restorations and three add
ed by transfer of membership. 

Arnold Watson, 330 S. Plano Rd., Rich
ardson, Texas, 75081: Larry M. James, 
New Orleans, La., has been appointed as 
Pulpit Minister for the Richardson East 
Church. He will begin June 20. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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How to get 10°/o interest on savin 
and maximum interest from s----
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THE NEWARK, DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCE~ A $575,000 
CH URCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL 
Si nce 1974 the ewark Church o f Christ has operated Aletheia School. 
The chool has p roven to be an outstanding tool for spreadi ng 
the infl uence of Christ in Delaware. The school now includes 
day-care through grade 5, but the new faci l it ies made po!>si ble by th i~ 
bond program w ill permit expansion th rough grade 8. Bond information : 
Pays IO"o; 10!h'Jo, 11 'ln. Dated March I, 19!l0. Due Serially. M aturing 6 months to 
15 years. Offering made by prospect us only. f or pm,pc·c 111, ormlmm,,t,o n c onr.tc t 
'-t'\\.HI. ( hurth of Ch ri'l ')I S.1 lern Churt h Ru.:sd "'''\\Mk, Dl•l,m Jrt• 1'171J 1302 ) i37-3781 

:1.·'~ 
cc 
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WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL SEMINAR IN ACCRA, GHANA. Hundreds 
have been baptized in Ghana as a result of World Bible School. Ed Mosby, 
missionary in Ghand, conducts regular seminars fo r native preachers and 

teachers in World Bible School. The one pictured here was held in the 
Nsawan Road church in Accra and was attended by over ISO teachers and 
preachers. These native ministers a re reaching into every hamlet to contact 
those who have completed the World Bible School Correspondence C ourse. 
Jimmie Lovell, Founder of World Bible School, says that Ghana is second 
only to Nigeria in the number of converts resulting from the correspondence 

course worr. 

Austin, Texas, July 15, 1980 
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Optimism in Indiana 

The churches of the Indianapolis area recently con
cluded their annual Evangelism workshop. This year's 
program was under the direction of the Westlake con
gregation, with Ernest Stewart and Mike Mays as 
Co-Directors and heartily supported by the other con
gregations in the city. It was our privilege to deliver 
three addresses on church leadership during the work
shop and to meet and have fellowship with many 
brethren from a four state area with whom we were 
not too well acquainted. 

The facili ties of the Indiana Convention Exposition 
Center, near the heart of the city were used by the 
brethren for the three day event. The spacious meeting 
rooms, many of them able to accommodate several hun
dred people, and the auditorium which holds several 
thousand, provided the most ideal setting we have ever 
seen for such an event. It was ideally located and near
perfect for the purpose. 

But it was the rich instruction of those who taught 
and spoke that really made the workshop. Everything 
from a critique of Atheism through God's ruling na
tions, problems of aging, reaching minorities, special 
social problems, mission work, to church government 
were discussed. The broad, comprehensive range of 
themes kept six lecture halls busy from nine in the 
morning through five in the afternoon. Then special 
lectures in the large aud itorium each evening drew large 
cr owds. There wasn't a dull moment. 

The spirit of the workshop was positive and buoyant. 
There wasn't a sour note anywhere. When brethren 
from widely separated areas discussed the Lord's work 
in their respective cities they were optimistic. It was a 
good feeling. 

This was a thoroughly integrated workshop. Some of 
the largest congregations and some of the strongest 
preachers among the black brethren are in Indianapolis. 
Keynote speeches were made by black preachers and at 
least one of the finest classes-a dass on how to deal 
with our pressing socia l problems-which we have ever 
attended was taught by a black professional counselor. 
Blacks and whites worked beautifully together, each 
contributing what he cou ld to the whole program. 

Every subject was a positive expression. There were 
no "What is wrong with this or that" discussions. 
Principles rather than people were discussed. The em
phasis was on building up rather than tearing down. 
Themes that help to unite us rather than divide us wer8 
the topics of the day. It is a good thing to see brethren 
working together in harmony. 
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God has deposited in his children the spirit of unity 
and of love and of power; not the spirit of timidity, fear 
and strife. These come from the Devil. We have the 
power, with God's help, to evangelize the world. We 
have the men and the means to do it. Workshops in 
evangelism help to inspire us to get with it and do the 
job. There is a mood in the making, we believe, that will 
energize the church as never before since the first cen
tury to seek and save the lost. 

In the past we have made converts but not disciples 
in too many instances. These evangelistic workshops 
not only teach us how to save the lost; they teach us 
how to keep the saved saved. One is not a disciple of 
Jesus until he is engaged in teaching others. 

E vangelism is an exceedingly broad field of study. 
It deals not only with public proclamation, personal 
work and tract distribution; but also with solving the 
hang-ups inside ourselves that keep us from being t he 
evangelists we know we ought to be. Evangelism covers 
such areas as researching the various areas that we 
are not now reaching, and of ways of reaching them. 
Most of us don't even know whom we are not reaching. 
It deals with problems of racial, cultural, social and 
economic discrimination, and how we can condition our
selves to eliminate them. It deals with life-crises and 
personal problems. It deals with the pulpit and the 
press. There really isn't any facet of the Christian reli
gion that isn't involved in evangelism. Why many in 
the church feel that an evangelism workshop does not 
concern them because they do not intend to become 
foreign missionaries is more than we can understand. 

Some feel that evangelism seminars are wearing out. 
How can a thing so vital as a workshop in soul saving 
wear out? Many feel that gospel meetings have worn out. 
It isn't the meetings but, rather, the attitude of the 
people toward soul saving that has worn out. So long 
as we have the responsibility of saving the lost we 
need r efresher courses in how to do it. We had as soon 
think of the gospel wearing out as to think of the in
terest of Christians in saving souls wearing out. 

We would suggest, rather, that more churches in more 
cities consider the need to have soul saving workshops 
to teach people how to be more effective as soul savers. 
The Lord knows we need it. 
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WELDON McKINNEY 

A compliment was not intended. In reality, it was. The high 
priest, speaking on behalf of orthodox religion, had demanded 
tha t Peter and the other apostles stop teaching in the na me 
of J esus. But to P eter, J ohn, and the others, the issue was 
settled. "Whether it is righ t in the sight of God to listen to you 
rather than to God, you mus t judge; for we cannot but speak 
of what we have seen and heard." Now the accusation is clear , 
" ... yet here you have filled J erusalem with your teaching 
and you intend to bring this ma n's blood upon us." That charge 
"you have filled J erusalem with your teaching," which was in 
reality a tribute, has become a n indictment against t he church 
of the Twentieth Century. 

Some twenty years ago, churches of Christ were in the very 
top of the top ten in numer ical growth among a ll religious 
groups in America . Today, we are well into the second twenty! 
It may no longer be said in most congregations that we are 
filling our communities with the gospel of salvation. Stated 
simply: While many congregations have lost their "Sunday 
punch," the gospel of Christ, with its power unto salvation, is 
s till just as potent as ever. The fact of the matter is that we 
have watered-down, sof t -soaped, a nd easy-p eddled our a llegiance 
to Christ to the extent that discipleship now involves getting 
your name on a church role and hiring some easy-going preacher 
to compliment a g roup of uncomitted, wishy-washy elders. 

In Act s 20 and again in 1 Timothy 4 and 2 T imothy 4, the 
inspired apostle P a ul warned tha t apostasy would enter the 
church. We have allowed it and continue to a llow it , and often 
under the disguise of a lamb called PEACE! Ins tead of of
fending brethren, we would rather allow them to manipulate 
the scr iptures and the des ign of the church to suit their own 
tastes. Let it never be said of any of us that we have sowed 
seeds of discord among the brethren, but r ather , "Depart from 
evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it." So the questions 
which directly confront us are these: How gr ea t of a price 
are we willing to pay for peace and harmony in the local con
gregation and the brotherhood? Are we willing to compromise 
the twth of God's ever lasting word of the directives that Chris t 
has laid down for the church, over which he is t he head and 
ALL a uthority ? And while strife and discord are not a mong 
the characteristics which Christ intended for his church it 
nonetheless remains true that before we can f ill our comm~ni
ties with our teachings and "cause a stir concerning t he way,'' 
we may have to first cause a "stir" in our local congregations! 
In other words, we need to "draw a line" and decide whether 
we will truly be his disciples or wa ltz around and tolerate 
indifference, sophistication, prejudice, and materialism in 
the local church. Let's not confuse total a llegiance to God with 

creating discord. Here are three inst ances that could be de
scribed a s creating a "stir," not "s trife." 

First, in 1 Kings 18 :21, the scriptures read, "And Elijah 
came near to all the people, and said, 'How long will you go 
limping with two different opinions? If t he Lord is God, follow 
him; but if Baal, then follow him.' And the people did not 
answer him a word." But Elijah created a stir, not strife, drew 
the line a nd with t he power of God defeated the 450 prophets 
of Asherah. The stir ring words were these: I f the Lord is God, 
follow him! 

Even though J esus was a nd is truly the " Prince of Peace," 
he inevitably produced a sti r and disrupted tra nquility nearly 
everywhere he went. H e was literally r un out of cities. The 
religious folk of his day detested him and sought to bring harm 
to him on many occasions. It was not strife, but rather quite 
a stir, that was produced in Matthew 21 :12-13 when J esus 
cleansed the temple. Aga in, a line was drawn: My hoU8e shall 
be called a house of p1·ayer. 

One other instance : Paul, like his example Jesus, was run 
out of towns, beaten, stoned, and generally persecuted. He 
might have been accused of crea ting strife and sowing seeds 
of discord; but in reality ; he was good at stirring the consciences 
of many folks. As a matter of fact, P aul even drew a line 
with Peter. The problem is rather detailed, but related to equal 
acceptance of Gentile Christians by J ewish Christians. The 
situation that Peter was serving and catering to man r ather 
than to God in Antioch first came to Paul's attention as de
scribed in Acts 14:24-15:35 a nd Galatians 2 :11-21. Paul said, 
"I opposed him face to face . . . . " But hurrah for Peter, because 
we see him later in J erusalem taking the lead in correcting the 
problem. It must have been a r ather "stirring" moment when, 
in love, Paul opposed Peter to his face! 

Therefore, we obey godly shepherds who in turn are follow
ing the Chief Shepherd. We serve as members in a body where 
directives are given only by t he head, Chr ist. By having the 
mind of Christ in us, we "do nothing from selfishness or conceit, 
but in humility count others bette r tha n yourselves". And 
fur·ther·, Pa ul advises, "that you may be blameless and innocent, 
child ren of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked anrl 
perverse generation, among whom you shine as light in the 
world, holding fast the word of life . ... " 

But the trouble comes when we unreservedly follow God 's 
admonitions. And by t he very nature of our lives a nd service, 
we characteristically produce stirs, not strife, even as our chief 
example J esus did when in Matthew 10:34, he admitted, "Do 
not think that I have come to bring peace on ear th; I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword." 
Box 357, Tulia, TX 79088 
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Just Keep Planting 
DAVID LUSK 

I spoke with a new convert to Christ on the phone the other 
day. He was looking for a congregation in our city, but like 
someone much older than his spiritual years, he was looking 
for a place where he could serve. I asked him what his talents 
were. He answered, "Well, someone came to my door and shared 
the Gospel with me and my family in our home. I want to get 
involved in doing personal evangelism so perhaps I can give 
to someone else what I have found." How refreshing! 

Personal evangelism is the most important work that can 
be done in a local congregation, and the most important good 
that can be done for the Kingdom at large. Recently, I asked 
the people of our congregation about their conversion to Christ 
-how they were brought to the truth. A good 90% of everyone 
sitting in the audience that night had either been brought 
to the Lord by a friend studying with them, or their parents 
were won by that method. The rest perhaps learned via a 
Gospel meeting or even mass media, but the staggering thing 
is that, somewhere along the line, nearly everyone in the Sunday 
evening crowd had been affected by a "personal touch" by 
some unknown Christian-some unknown "seed sower." Be
hold, the sower went forth to sow. . . • 

Perhaps some "seed sower" is reading this right now. Per
haps you are a seasoned veteran of door knocking; perhaps 
you are some discouraged planter who has been rejected once 
too often; perhaps you are a would-be soul winner just praying 
for enough courage to say something to a friend. Either way, 
let me share something with you taken from the Lord's Parable 
of the soils in Matthew 13:3-8. 

We have looked at the soil !(which is, of course, the main 
intent of the parable) and we have looked at the seed that was 
sown (Luke 8:11). But let me suggest to you a third perspec
tive: look at that planter. Watch him as he loops the bag of seed 
around his neck and plods out across that plowed field, scoop
ing his hand deep into the seed and flinging in all directions. 
He never says a word, but he tells us a lot. 

For example, he scatters the seed indiscriminately, telling 
us that we are not to be "soil testers." He knows that there 
are bad patches of soil, with rocks and thorns and hard places. 
And yet he knows too, that seed can sometimes grow in some 
of the strangest places. I have seen souls that "didn't have a 
chance" accept the Word and grow beautifully in unlikely 
places. I'm thinking, for example, of an 80-year-old Jehovah's 
Witness that two Christians were studying with. For weeks and 
weeks they studied. I got in on it. I got out of it. I told the 
men, "There is no hope for that fellow." Three weeks later he 
was baptized into Christ, and now at the age of 83, he knocks 
on doors every day handing out literature and trying to set up 
studies. Thank God for two Christians who wouldn't listen to 
this "soil-tester." 

Then too, that silent seed sower sows knowing that some 
seed will never produce a good harvest. And yet he sows. 
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How many people have you talked with who laughed at your 
invitation? How many didn't want to visit a worship service 
with you? How many have rejected you time and again. We 
want to just cry. "It's no use," we say, "nobody wants to hear 
the Gospel." But go ask Mr. Farmer, "Sir, what do you do when 
some of your seed lands on hard ground? He smiles and an
swers, "I just keep sowing the seed. Sooner or later, some 
seed is going to find good soil." 

Have you ever studied with a friend and watched him accept 
the Truth ? Have you ever had to go through the pain of 
watching him die (spiritually) before your own eyes, and say, 
"I made a mistake. All that Christianity stuff is not for me"? 
Know it or not, you have been sowing on rocky soil. We want 
to say, "Aw, nobody is ever going to be faithful to Christ." 
But wait! "Mr. Farmer, what do you do when your seed falls 
on the rocky soil?" He answers, "I just keep sowing the seed. 
Sooner or later, some of it is going to find good soil.'' 

And then there is the pain of sowing the word of God in the 
heart of a friend. He accepts it gladly, and begins to take root. 
Weeks and months-perhaps years later, he "has to work" 
one Sunday. On another Sunday he is "ill," then he just 
"couldn't make it." Finally he is gone in spite of all you can do. 
Sadly, you have to admit that you planted your seed in the 
thorny ground. Let's call him again. "Mr. Farmer, what do 
you do when your seed falls among thorns?" He just smiles. 
We say, "Don't tell me! You just keep sowing because some
where out there is good soil.'' 

And, oh, the joy of that good soil! Just to have one person 
studying with you, and to have him break down in tears as he 
reads from Acts 8 the words, "Here is water, what hinders me 
from being baptized?" When he says, "That's my question I 
have been wanting to ask for a week." . . . When you baptize 
one into Christ, and see him in the following years bring others 
to Christ- when you see those you have prayed and worried 
about, in tum, pray and cry and worry about others-There is 
nothing on earth to describe itt 

When that farmer harvests the golden crop; when he kneels 
in a prayer of thanksgiving; when he sits down after a long 
and weary day to rest, he smiles and says, "That was a great 
harvest!" All the hard ground, all the rocks and thorns are 
forgotten in the joy of the harvest. 

And so it is with the planter of the spiritual seed. When he 
once tastes the joy of planting in good soil, the wonder is 
overpowering. He forgets the trouble and the pain of all the 
others, and he says, "What a great harvest!" 

There is one more question we have for Mr. Farmer. "Mr. 
Farmer, is it all worth it? Can you be content with just one 
crop? Mr. Farmer? ... Mr. Farmer? . " He's already gone 
to the fields to start over again. It's a funny thing about him
he doesn't talk much! 

1901 Pennsylvania St. NE., Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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The Wolf Is at the Door of Foreign Missions 
LYNN 0. YOCUM 

Early last year the newspapers announced a 13.3 percent 
increase in American consumer prices. Then things got worse, 
and by January the annual inflation rate had passed 18 percent. 
Home mortgage money went through the roof. One can stand 
amazed (but believe) that today's dollar is worth less than 
a silver dime of fifteen years ago. A confederate dollar bill 
backed by a government defunct for more than a century is 
worth eight times as much as the dollar bill that is now being 
printed by the government in Washington. 

When the budget is ·stretched to its breaking point, does a 
Christian ease that tension by cutting down (or out) his church, 
mission, and charitable contributions and not suffer pangs of 
guilt. Food, clothing, and shelter bills will be paid first, one 
can reason. After all, as someone recently expressed, "The 
United Way has never evicted anyone because they didn't send 
their contribution!" 

While American Christians wrestle with inflation and priori
ties, another group of American Christians-foreign mission
aries-are facing an even more pronounced financial struggle. 
While Americans faced the dilemma of a 13.3 percent inflation 
rate, missionaries in Argentina faced 170 percent inflation in 
1978 and another 100 percent in 1979. The dollar has lost much 
of its glamor and its value overseas, and each year more and 
more dollars are needed to buy the same number of Swiss 
francs, Brazilian cruzeiros, or Japanese yen. This means that 
some missionaries will use cabbage instead of lettuce in their 
salad, because lettuce is over $4.00 a head. In Kenya gasoline 
.is $2.20 a gallon, while in parts of Ghana it cost over $10.00 
a gallon for a time last year. In Guatemala, a Bible that cost 
$1.50 in 1965 jumped to $4.50 in 1979. A wringer washer 
(1940 America) costs a missionary family over $1,000.00. 

When foreign missions are viewed as an option ("The Good 
Commission"-not "The Great Commission"), then in these 
times in which we live, this venture likely will be the first to go. 
The days of a missionary being able to collect "conscience 
money" to add to the sacrificially given money from a few 
scattered churches and make it to the field, are all but gone. 
Now the mission adventure is an expensive undertaking with 
the lure of cheap living overseas completely gone. The squeeze 
which our missionaries have been feeling for several years has 
hit home. Advantages (that offset low salaries) such as the 
waiving of income tax after eighteen months of overseas 
service, have now been all but voted down by Congressmen and 
Senators. Most missionary financial statements now include 
the notation "loss due tf> money exchange." 

For these reasons, the times are not good ones for the itin
erant missionary to work his way through the brotherhood. 
Unless the trend is reversed, we can expect to see our mission
ary numbers fall from the current low level of about 450 family 
units to a level that will not impress the Lord or would-be 
converts with our zeal. 

To combat the erosion of our foreign missions, churches 

are going to have to take a new look at the priority level that 
they have assigned such works. As a leading economist said 
recently, "The economic crunch will not deprive many of the 
necessities, it's just that the list of necessities will get shorter!, 
Few churches will allow their pulpit to become vacant, or 
even cut back on men who serve their educational or youth ac
tivities. But, how many elderships will unconsciously impose 
the "out of sight-out of mind (budget)" rule on the rest of 
the world's needs? 

Rather than accepting retreat as inevitable, this is a time 
for a bold new thrust in missions. It is time that churches took 
the initiative to seek out fields and workers. The bypassing of 
the age-old missionary enterprise of nonstop, coast-to-coast 
fund raising (at $1.30 a gallon) will save countless dollars. 
Churches can find the field-many of which are in their last 
stages of ripeness before doors start to close. Churches can 
find the men and women-they are now frequently forced 
out of the posture of spending months in seemingly endless 
pursuit of sponsorship. They are quietly waiting for a church 
to tap them on the shoulder and make them a part of a plan. 
Members, likewise, are waiting for strong leadership to tap 
them on the shoulder and challenge them to make an invest
ment in world change by moving missions to a top priority. 
Maybe the retreat from tinsel to solid investments in thP, 
American scene is a prelude to what is ahead for world evan
gelism. 

The era of the SO's is surely the end of "cotton candy" ap
proaches to missions and more substantive strategies are going 
to be designed. Brethren are now designing plans and strategies 
for various continents and nations. The World Mission Infor
mation Bank is working closely with them and will be happy 
to direct individuals and congregations to knowledgeable men 
who can assist them in any area of the world. WMIB has also 
developed a weekend mission strategy seminar which is de
signed to educate congregations· on the logistics of missions. 
Entitled "Steps Toward Successful Missions," this ten hour, 
Saturday and Sunday program covers five categories: (1) 
Steps into the mission ~ield for the sending church; (2) Steps 
into the mission field for the individua~(s) going; (3) Practical 
mission research on a nation; (4) How mission work is often 
done; and ( 5) A survey of receptive areas. Those wishing to 
engage this seminar or obtain more details, should write 
or call Lynn D. Yocum, 13425 Webb Chapel Rd., Dallas, Texas 
75234. 

The wolf is at the door of our foreign missions. But a:s 
an old farmer friend was fond of saying during lean times, 
"The old she wolf stayed at our door so often, that when she 
had pups, we sold the pick of the litter and survived the times." 
Churches and missionaries will survive these times, and in 
doing so will likely find these obstacles have refined our means 
and our methods to get the message to the world. 

Webb Chapel C. of C., 13425 Webb Chapel Rd., Dallas, TX 75234 
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In the islands of the sea there are souls 
to save 

Teaching in St. Lucia. Only one of these 
women is married, alt hough all have sev
eral children. Alvin J ennings breaks the 
Bread of Life 

Stanley Cherry (center) age 22, the de
lightful waiter at the hotel restaurant, 
obeyed in baptism the first morning, "the 
same hour" that he learned t he gost>el. 
Pictured with him, some of t he campaign 
workers 

The a udience at one of the preaching 
services 

A Cocoanut Palm branch, E len Jennin~s 
and J ane a native Christian, in front of 
the church building 
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"Let them give glory unto the Lord and 

Declare His Praise in the Islands 
(I sa. 42 :12) 

A L VIN JENNINGS 

Among the people whom we consider 
to be far away and forgotten are those 
who live on t iny r emote islands of the 
sea. Although there are thousands of 
islands that are neglected and have never 
been told t he good news of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, we can nevertheless rejoice 
that some four years ago God put it in to 
tlie hear ts of Don a nd Marian Starks to 
see that the gospel is preached in an ef
fective way in the islands of t he Carib
bean, Their plan is to lead preaching tours 
from the USA particularly into the regions 
where English is spoken. They have pro
vided excellent leadership for scores of 
t hese campaigns and the Lord has blessed 
hundreds of workers who have gone wi th 
them; hundreds have become obedient to 
the faith. 

St. Lucia is a n island 25 miles long and 
about 13 miles wide, with beaut iful white 
sand beaches and lush virgin tropical 
vegetation of every imaginable variety. 
In spite of widespread poverty among its 
100,000 inhabita nts, they enjoy good 
health and seem to have plenty to eat 
from t he many frui t trees, berries and 
vegetables growing everywhere in abun
dance. 

The St. Lucians are friendly and open 
to di scussions about God and his word. 
Since most travel is by foot, the streets 
are usually full of fo lks walking in a quiet 
and unhurried pace about their daily 
tasks. We recently had part in a cam
paign there. Some of our best contacts 
were with those whom we met walking 
on these byways and lanes of the city of 
Castries and its suburbs. We talked with 
t hem concerning temperance, righteous
ness and the judgment to come, and urged 
t hem to come to the spiri tual feasts each 
evening; yes, pleading and a lmost com
pelling in some cases that they might 
learn the way of salvation and that the 
Lord's house might be filled. 

Our fourteen co-workers on this cam
paign were truly princes among God's 
people, each one serving and conducting 
himself as though he were a son of a 
King-which indeed they were! Each 
one (1) had carefully s tudied God's word 
and had it written upon his heru:t, (2) had 
trained and disciplined his personal life 
after their Lord 's example, (3) had be-

come proficient as a teacher of the gospel, 
and (4) was mot ivated by a burning zeal 
and love for lost souls. This com pelled 
each one without exception to go and work 
diligently every day from early morning 
t ill late at night-except for one day that 
had been set aside for rest and observing 
the beauties of God's handiwork. 

During our ten days on t he island, we 
saw God g ive increase to the small con
gregation as one by one eight souls were 
buried in the waters of the Car ibbean 
S,ea. Many others who were taught 
seemed near the kingdom when we left. 
Some said they had been taught several 
different confusing doctrines (Catholic, 
Adventist, P entecostal, Anglican and 
J ehovah's Witnesses are prominent), and 
that t hey needed more time to study and 
to prove whether we taught the truth . 
One of the saddest experiences was to see 
some eagerly listen and receive the word 
gladly, only to t urn away sorrowfully be
cause of unwillingness to pay the price of 
being a disciple. The gr eatest obstacle 
was the prevalence of men and women 
having childr en without ever marrying, a 
shameful tradition followed for genera
tions through the islands . .. not unhear d 
of in America, ei ther. 

We would like to tell more of our ex
periences , especia lly about how the chil
dren looked longingly into our faces and 
how they followed us and how they 
listened to the old story. And about some 
of those who obeyed the gospel even the 
same hour they first heard. And about 
the small church and its preacher, Andrew 
Solomon. Space will not allow th is. 

7120 Bums St., Ft. Worth, TX 76118 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells (4) 
JERRY HARVILL 

ANATOMY OF PREACHING 

Several years ago a series of feature a rticles appeared in 
the Memphis Cmmnercial Appeal on the topic of preaching. 
Based upon a survey of Memphis area clergy, the series carried 
the sub-title, "Be vague, be br ief and tell some funny stories 
-that's the formula for preaching today's sure-fire sermons." 
The article went on to lis t three "musts" ministers ta lk a bout 
which keep their congregations awake and coming to church ; 
(1) make t hem laugh, (2) make them cry, and (3 ) make them 
feel religious. 

Such a parody of true preaching is the basis for J. I. Packer's 
lament concerning "the lost Word" f rom the contemporary 
pulpit. Indeed, there is urgent need today to re-open the wells 
of Biblical preaching which our fathers dug; to return with 
haste to a n authentic ministry of the Word "so that by it (we) 
may grow ttp in (om·) salvation" (1 Peter 2:2). 

Definitions 

But what is "preaching?" That question is not as easy to 
answer as criticism would suggest. Obviously, preaching is 
more t han simply public speaking; it is a very special kind 
of verbal communication. Preaching is more than a lecture; 
it is not the same as an essay on theology, Furthermore, to be 

Biblical, preaching will have no relationship to entertainment 
nor to filling the pulpit with t rivia. 

Authentic preaching is best defined as "the manifestation 
of the Incarnate Word from the written Word by the spoken 
word." It is "truth through personality"; it is God's take-over 
bid for the hearts and lives of hearers. 

To unders tand this is to sense the awesome responsibility 
preaching carries for both preacher and audience. To falsify 
one's message through tampering with Biblical truth is to 
r eceive "strict judgment" (James 3 : 1) a nd t he curse of God 
(Ga l. 1:6-9) . On the other hand, to fail to hear and obey 
the authentic word of the Lord is eternal disaster (cf. 2 Cor. 
4:1-6; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rom. 1:15-18). Far from being dis
pensable or even subject to relegation to minor status, true 
preaching is the matrix for genuine discipleship, the occasion 
of decisive submission of man's will to the will of God. Where 
such surrender is desired a nd sought preaching is always 
prized. Sad to say, the reverse is also true. 

It is not surpris ing , therefore, that t hroughout Biblica l his
tory, from the days of Noah on, preaching always had crucial 
importance. Furthermore, a ll th rough history every signifi
cant reformation a nd spiritual renewal has come through re
vival of the pulpit. It was this high view of the importance of 
preaching which Jed the early apostles to delegate to others 
da ily administrative tasks so that they could give undivided 
attention " to praye1· and the ministry of the word" (Acts 6: 
1-4) . The contemporary church la nguishes for want of simila1: 
s ingleminded focus on that Word! 

NT Vocabulary 

In the NT the preaching of John the Baptist, Jesus, the 
Apostles and ot hers is described by some 30 different terms 
(Baker's Diet. of Theology p. 414) Chief among these are " to 
teach" ( didtUkein, 90 times), "to bear witness" (marturein + 
cognates 72 t imes in J ohannine Lit. alone), "to proclaim/herald" 
(keTtLSsein, 61 times), "to tell good news" (euvangelizesthai' 
50 times), to exhort" (parakalein + cognates, 44 times), "to 
warn" (nouthetein, 11 times), and "to discourse/lecture" (dia
legomai, 8 times) . 

What emerges from this survey is the complexity of authen
t ic preaching. The vocabulary demands a definite intellectual 
content to preaching, since men's minds are addressed ·(e.g., 
"teaching"), but it also encompasses human emotions ("ex
hortation") and the human will ("warning"). Furthermore, 
the vocabulary focuses attention on th e fact that true preach
ing is Christ-centered (e. g., "procla mation," "telling good 
news"). Therefore, we may say t hat the purpose of authentic 
preaching (and authentic "hearing") is to so present J esus 
Christ that people come to know him, love him, serve him, 
and yield their lives to him. As Charles Simeon (1759-1836) 
used to say of his preaching, the t hree-fold purpose of the sennon 
is "to humble the sinner, to exalt the Savior, and to promote 
holiness." 

Conclusion 

Times have not really cha nged- at least, they have not 
changed the eternal word. In spite of the verdict of the Cmlt
?nercial Appeal our mandate remains the same at it was in the 
f irst century. Powerful, contemporary, scriptural preaching with 
theological content based on careful exegesis with clear ex
posit ion and practical application is th e h ear t of reproducing 
today the Biblical norm for minis try. We have no alternative 
if we would r eopen the wells our fathers dug. 
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Peace and Safety-Then Sudden Destruction sTANLEY sHERMAN 

There it was, placid against the blue late 
afternoon sky. An ominous gray hue made 
it foreboding in appearance, yet not even 
a hint of steam was visible from my 
vantage point. I turned away rather dis
appointed that the sight had not quite ful
filled my expectations. My family and I had 
driven all day in returning from Lewiston, 
Idaho, where Lydia and I had conducted 
training seminars during the week. High
way 12 over White Pass would bring ·US 

within ten miles of Mount St. Helens, and 
I hoped to get some good camera shots of 
its steaming activity before nightfall. With 
no activity apparent, I abandoned the idea 
of getting pictures and we turned our at
tention to finding a restaurant for the 
evening meal. 

The restaurant had a jovial crowd just 
like everyone we had encountered on that 
sunny Saturday in the area. A young man 
and his wife walked by our table sporting 
tee-shirts with the caption, ''Where Will 
You Go When St. Helens Blows?" No one 
knew that within just a few short hours 
that area would have to be evacuated. 

Spirits were high and expectations good 
when sight-seers and campers and local 
cabin owners defied or ignored warnings 
from the scientists and law enforcement 
officers, and ventured into the danger zone 
around the base of the volcano. Perhaps 
they, like some lumbermen, may have 
scoffed and mocked the warnings as some 
kind of "dooms-day hysteria". After all, 
the mountain looked peaceful, and life 
must go on! Brightly colored tee-shirts 
with derisive captions such as, "Mt. St. 
Helen Survivor'', "Where Will You Go 
When St. Helen Blows", and "If You Don't 
Lava Leave It", bespoke the careless pre
vailing mood. 

But things got deadly serious Sunday 
morning when St. Helens became a killer 

volcano, with a devastating explosion that 
made a moon-scape of the immediate area 
and left much of the State of Washington 
looking like a vast ashened wasteland. 
As of this writing, nineteen people have 
been found dead, some literally fried in 
their cars as far away as fifteen miles 
from the mountain, due to the heat of the 
blast. More than seventy others are miss
ing. 

As I stood outside the church building 
Sunday afternoon, observing the grey 
murky cloud, boiling and churning, its 
plume reaching more than ten miles into 
the sky and looking like the mushroom / 
cloud from a nuclear bomb blast-1 
couldn't help but think about the situation 
in relation to several pasages of Scrip
ture which tell about another situation 
in which warnings go unheeded and peo
ple are unprepared. 

"For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. For when they shall say, 
Peace and safety; then sudden destruc
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape" (I Thessalonians 6:2-3). 
"But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the :which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned 
up. Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of per
sons Ought ye to be in all holy conversa
tion and godliness, Looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat" (2 Peter 
3:10-12? ). 
"Knowing this first, that there shall 

Parents' Responsibility to Their Children DAVID BOSWELL 

Children, what a tremendous blessing. 
Have you ever seen happier people than 
grandparents? Children give parents no 
end of joy. But along with that joy comes 
also very sobering responsibilities. As par
ents we owe certain obligations to our 
children. We can't let them down. We can't 
let God down. God expects each and every 
parents to do his or her part in raising 
children. 

The very first and foremost responsibil
ity we have as parents is to teach our chil
dren of God. Every other responsibility 
falls secondary to this one. Sometimes 
when one parent is a Christian and the 
other is not, our task becomes even greater. 
But this is no excuse for not teaching our 
children. We have a good example of just 
this situation; the parents of Timothy. 
Timothy's mother was a Christian but his 
father wasn't. Years later when Paul wrote 
Timothy he told Timothy to abide in those 
things he was taught while he was "just 
a babe." That's the key! As parents we 
need to know that it is never too early to 
take our children to worship services. 

As parents we also need to know that 
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instilling in our children a faith in God 
and in the Bible, is the best thing we· can 
ever do for them. That early teaching will 
stay with them the rest of their lives. Im
pressions are made while they are young, 
not when they are older. In Judges 2:10-
11, we read of a generation that didn't 
know God. They did many things which 
were evil in the sight of God. They were 
idol-worshippers. But the reason they were 
ignorant of God was simply because they 
weren't taught. Their parents before them 
didn't take the time to tell them all the 
wonderful works and miracles God had 
done. We know God was displeased with 
that generation but what about the parents 
before them who didn't teach them? 

Another responsibility we owe our chil
dren is discipline. Consistent and con
structive discipline never hurt one child. 
In fact it can only help the child. Children 
just don't know what is best for them. 
They need and long for guidance. Parents 
are to offer that guidance. Paul tells us in 
Ephesians 6:4, ... "nuture them in the 
chastening and admonition of the Lord." 

(Continued on page 11) 

come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, And saying, Where 
is the promise of his coming? For since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things con
tinue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation" (2 Peter 3:3). 
"But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 
Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is. For the son 
of man is as a man taking a far journey, 
who left his house, and gave authority 
to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to 
watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house com
eth, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cock-crowing, or in the morning: Lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch" (Mark 13:32-37). 

6121 Olympic Highway, Aberdeen, Wash
ington 98620 

Marks of a Soul-Winning 
Church KEITH MARSHALL 

The history of the first church should 
serve as a challenge to us today. This 
church was a soul-winning one. We can 
find this in the first five chapters of the 
Book of Acts. 

It was a praying church. It had its be
ginning in a prayer meeting. It continued 
to pray after the great sermon and its 
establishment. Then when persecution 
came upon them because of their faith 
and evangelism, they were still praying. 
As you continue to read the book of 
Acts, and also the letters that were writ
ten to the churches during this time, you 
will find prayer was a very important 
part of their lives. 

It was a power-filled church. Its mem
bers were filled with the Spirit. Christ 
was now in them and that was power in 
their lives. They had power because they 
were united. They had power because they 
were an obedient church. They were 
obedient in carrying out the command
ments of Christ; in spite of threats; in 
spite of being thrown in jail; in spite of 
being whipped. 

It was a proclaiming church. It had a 
message to give out, and they made it 
their business to give it out. Notice the 
things they preached. They preached the 
gospel of Christ. They preached repen
tance. They preached that salvation was 
in Christ. They all preached. 

Each congregation today will only have 
these characteristics as they are mani
fested in the individual members of that 
congregation. Each of us needs to ex
amine our lives and our efforts to see if 
these characteristics are evident in our 
lives. A lack of faith and commitment to 
God's law will keep these characteristics 
from showing up in our lives. The big 
auestion to us who claim to be members 
of the church: can we be saved without 
them'! 
Box 614, Rankin, TX. 79778 

FIRM ·FOUNDATION ...... JULY 15, 1980 



An Example of ''Follow-Up" 
.J. P. ".JAKE" COPPINGER 

There are numerous ways and means to do missionary work. 
World Bible School students have provided the plan we have 
arranged. Possibly others may profit from our procedures. Hav
ing worked part of this plan very successfully last year we now 
present plans for our campaign in Ghana, West Africa the 
month of August this year. 

An itinerary has been, printed showing dates and meeting 
places in each village or city we will go. 

We have accumulated names and addresses of several hun
dred W.B.S. teachers in U.S.A. Copies of the itinerary, including 
a marked map have been sent to them plus every congregation 
of the church listed in the western church directory. We use 
3rd class postage for this. 

These itineraries are available (any number) to any teacher 
upon request. They in turn mail a copy to every student they 
have in Ghana. Over 20,000 have been sent already. 

These W.B.S. students have already been taught part of 
God's message of salvation through W.B.S. and are excellent 
prospects. Invitations to meet us at specific locations have 
been sent to all students whose names have been sent to us. 
They are interested in learning and will come to us for study. 
Most will obey the gospel as soon as we teach them. 

Letters have been sent to the preachers of the churches in 
Ghana requesting their cooperation in translators and baptism 
arrangements. The students speak English but our accent and 
theirs differ and a translator makes sure they understand fully. 

One thousand leaflets inviting natives to attend evening 
services have been air mailed to 16 congregations in Ghana 
for distribution; Ladies class, children class and preaching to 
be conducted every night. 

Thousands of tracts have been mailed to be handed out on 
the streets. They were mailed by direct sack mail, which is 
very economical and faster than regular surface mail. The 
people over there will read anything that you hand them and 
will share it with others. 

Five thousand booklets have been ordered to be given to 
students who study the chart system with us. We will all use 
the same material, the J. T. Bristol chart "A Few Minutes 
With Someone Who Loves You." Also we have mailed and 
will carry with us some of the charts to be given to the native 
preachers who will be trained to use them while we are there. 

One thing we did not do was get proper information published 
in the gospel papers. If we bad done this, many more would 
have received the information and notified their students. Send 
us the names and addresses of your Ghana students at once, so 
that we can take them with us to Ghana. I suggest that this 
is our greatest weakness in this soul winning campaign. 17 
people will be making the trip this year to conduct "Follow-up" 
meetings with W.B.S. students, and to conduct campaigns in 
the cities of Ghana. 

416 North Lincoln, Santa Maria, CA. 93454 

Europe Must Hear 
WIL C. GOODHEER 

World War II is still a most vivid memory for some Ameri
cans, even though the war ended 35 years ago. To most 
Americans, World War II is either a vague memory or a history 
lesson. To others it became the challenge of the century to 
return to that war-torn continent and bring peace, joy and hope 
which can only be realized in Christ and his Church. A handful 
of Christians "spied out the land" as early as 1946. The names 
of Otis Gatewood, Bill Richardson, and Bob Hare have long 
been associated with ministries in Germany, the Netherlands 
and Austria. 

Scattered across the great continent of Europe, with its 700 
million inhabitants, congregations of our Lord's people can be 
located. During a recent evangelistic meeting in Holland I was 
informed that about 9,000 members of Churches of Christ as
semble to worship from the Scandinavian countries of Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark to the Iron Curtain countries of Hungary, 
Yugoslavia, and Poland. 

For the battles won for Christ and the congregational beach 
heads obtained we praise and thank God. There are many great 
Christian men, women, and families, both Nationals and Ameri
cans who have done and are doing a great and wonderful work 
throughout Europe. Unfortunately, now while the greatest 
opportunity of proclaiming Christ throughout Europe is before 
us there has been a reversal . . . the retreat bugle is heard. 
Instead of praying, planning, promoting and promising more 
Christian troops and supplies, our forces are dwindling to a 
mere handful. 

How has this come about and how can it be changed? It 
has come about partially by our interest in "home missions" 
and in "building bigger barns." We did not intend to retreat; 
in fact we were not aware of the final results. But as our 
troops came marching home, we neglected to replace them. This 
resulted, therefore, in a full-time missionary force of only 
55-60 Christian families for the entire continent of Europe. 

This must be changed ... and by God's grace, power and 
help it will be changed. 

Instead of 50-60 missionaries on the continent, we must have 
50-60 in each country; and when possible, in major metro· 
politan world cities! 

To accomplish this, the evangelization of Europe (not mere 
representation in most countries) several steps must be taken: 
1. We must pray to the Lord of harvest to send forth reapers. 
2. Churches, elderships, and Christians must send and 3. Chris
tians must be trained into quality teams. These teams, in every 
major city throughout Europe, will bring about the harvest 
which the Lord desires. Where are the John-Marks, the Pauls, 
the Timothys, the Phoebes, the Priscillas who are willing to 
go? And where are the elderships and church leaders like 
those in Jerusalem and Antioch who are willing to send, 
encourage and make possible these missionary endeavors? 

If you would like to become a part of the evangelization of 
Europe please pray, plan and prepare to become a part of 
"Europe Must Hear!" 

590 West Valley Forge Road, King of Prussia, P A 19406 
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A FULL-LENGTH BOOK 
MAILED TO EVERY HOME 

A FIRST TIME HUGE COOPERATIVE 
PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER THAT COULD 

TURN AMERICA BACK TO GOD AND 
HIS CHURCH TRADITIONS Of MEN 

VERSUS THE 

WORD OF GOD 
WILL REACH 95% to 99% 

OF THE FAMILIES 
OF YOUR AREA 

By Alvin Jennings 
Fully Documented 

Thirteen Chapters 

d
. The N<'w Teslamenl Church b ) L R. Wil>on 

Wilh An Appen •• on 

PERHAPS THERE HAS NEVER EXISTED 
SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY TO uFILL 
A LL THIS C ITY WITH THIS TEACH
ING" SINCE IT FIRST HAPPENED IN 
JERUSALEM IN THE FIRST CENTURY 
(ACtS 5: 28). Gentlemen : l - 30-80 

P l•••• und me your book, ~ 
o ( Men Ve rau• The Word o( Cod. I wUl pay --- -- _-_----:.-.- _:. __ ·---

Sample re1ponu any prlco you wa.nt for lt. 1t will be price ~ 
l e11 to me. Pleaae lend to: 

Sarah Van Sickle -- -
*THE BOOK 

* THE DATE 

* THE RESPONSE 

*THE COST 

P\ttaburah. PA 

This beautiful 144 page book has had wide acceptance since its appearance in 1973. Now· in its 
4th printing with a new format and a chapter added on the history and teachings of churches 
of Christ. 
Mailings wi ll begin in September and wi ll continue through October of this year. Churches 
must submit their prepaid order no later than August 1, 1980. The Star staff plans to offer one 
book per year, if God wills. 

All letters received at the Star office from the area of the mail ing will be forwarded to the near
est participati ng congregation. (l etters are not the greatest benefit, but there will be manyl] 

This book which regularly sells for $1.50 per copy plus postage, wi ll be mai led direct to all homes 
of any section of a U.S. city, town or rural route FOR ONLY 38¢ per copy, including postage and 
addressing. It sounds unbelievable but it is true. (If less than 100,000 are ordered, your money 
will be refunded.) Bulk prices: 1.25/12; 95¢/ 100; 50¢/ 500; 40¢/ 1000; 35¢15000 plus shippi ng. 

v/r'ere? * ORDERING Specify the area to be covered (contact Star Bible or your local postmaster for count of houses) 
and enclose your check for only 35¢ per home. Exact count adjustment will be made after mail
ings are completed, with possible slight refu nd or extra billing . Address: Book Evangelism Dept., 
Star Bible, 7120 Burns Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76118. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------· : ORDER FORM DIRECT MAIL BULK SEND TO Date : 
1 38<: per house Please ship copies. Nome 1 
I STAR BIBLE Number of homes 1.50/1-t t Address I 
1 7120 Burns • F' Description of area 10 be covered: 1.25/ 12 Packro 100 per c1n. 1 
:FORT WORTH, TX 761 18 95</ 100 Sluppmg we0019~-~"pounds City Stale Zip : 
I ~g~~~~ per I uuuo.s By I 
I 8 17/284-0521 35¢/5000 (PI<ouodd IC1f./o<posJogo) I 
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Parents Respsibility To Their Children 

(Continued from page 8) 
Chastening has to do with spanking, or 
whatever steps necessary to maintain con
t rol. Admonishment has the idea of train
ing by word. The older the child grows if 
the parents have done their job, spankings 
will be fewer, and admonishing will be the 
main discipline. In I Samuel 3, we see 
God talking to Samuel in a vis ion. God told 
Samuel that he would judge Eli's house. 
God was very displeased with E li, and 
verse thirteen tells us why; Eli had no 

* HNr outstanding 
6p611ken present BibiB 
/euons to build snd 
encoumge the church. 

control over his sons. He practiced very 
little, if any discipline with them. As a re
sult they were sinful men who knew not 
God (I Samuel 2:12) . Eli didn't even ad
monish them. 

Parents, are you doing your job? Are 
you teaching your children of God? Are 

-you discipling your children ? If America is 
ever to turn back to God it will start in the 
home. Every civil ization which has come 
and gone, all had one thing in common : 
the home had broken down. We are now 
seeing the results of Dr. Spock discipline. 
If we would have just listened to the 

September 
25·27, 
1980 

* Ovsr 40 clsssss ds
slgnsd to show how 
to hotter ssrvs the 
Lord. 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
- complete program - brotherhood exhibits - housing and camper space - area motel lnformotton -

~ P.O. Boo Bl INTERNAJI0~0~~~6~0IBLE COLLE?,,~cc, Alabama 3!630 ~ 
• 

Bible all along, any problems we're now 
facing wouldn't be. " He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son; But he that loveth him 
chasteneth him betimes" (Proverbs 13:24) . 
3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

rOR FREE CATAlOGS CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800·527-8438 
TEXAS CALL COLLECT 214-5&6-1504 

OR WRITE 

I• SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
-~ BOX 13011 .,. JACKSONVILLE. TX 75766 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901} 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION . 

Central Ohio School for Preachers and Teachers 
1980 Lectures 

Sunday, October 5 

11:00 A.M. What is The Fa ith? 
-James 0 . Baird 

3:00P.M. What is a Challenge? 
- James 0. Baird 

Monday, October 6 

9:00A.M. The 70 A.D. Doctrine 
-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 

10:00 A.M. Ignorance 
-/.D. Thomas 

11 :00 A.M. Modernism 
-Roy Deaver 

12:00 Noon - lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Modernism 
- Roy Deaver 

2:30 P.M. Atheism 
- Thomas Warren 

3:30 P.M. Non-Cooperative Spirit 
- /.D. Thomas 

7:00 P.M. Agnostics 
- Thomas Warren 

11Challenges to The Faith From:" 
October S-8 

8:00 P.M. Emotionalism 
-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 

Tuesday, October 7 

9:00 A.M. Ritualism 
-John Waddey 

10:00 A.M. Ente rtainment Industry 
- Thomas Eaves 

11 :00 A.M. Pub lic Education 
- John Waddey 

12:00 Noon - lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Textua l Pe rversions 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

2:30 P.M. Phama1sm 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

3:30 P.M. Mass Med1a 
- Thomas Eaves 

7:00P.M. Materialism 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

8:00 P.M. Cu lti sm 
- Robert Taylor. Jr. 

Reservations for Housing - (61 4) 491-5777 

Wednesday, October 8 

9:00 A.M. Denominationa l Spiri l 
-James Maxwell 

10:00 A.M. Apa thy 
- J. Noel Merideth 

11:00 A.M. lslamism 
- James Maxwell 

12:00 Noon - lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Commu nism 
-P.D. Wilmeth 

2:30 P.M. Grace vs. Law Doctrine 
-Goebel Music 

3:30 P.M. " Band Wagon" Spiri t 
- J. Noel Merideth 

7:00 P.M. Humantsm 
- Goebel Music 

8:00 P.M. C1vll Government 
- P.O. Wilmeth 

David Holland 
Director 

Williams Rd. Church of Christ • 1140 Williams Rd. • Columbus, Oh io 
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FIRM FOUNDATION COMMENTARIES 
HONORED BY HOUSTON PREACHERS 

Recently, 219 minh ters of the gospel 
and their wives, along with many elders 
and deacons, honored James Burton Coff
man and his wife Thelma with a steak 
dinner at South Main Street Holiday Inn 
in Houston, the occasion being the comple
tion of the Firm Foundation Series of New 
Testament Commentaries. 

Truman Spring, Minister of Jersey Vil
lage Church of Christ, was emcee, and 
presented Brother Coffman with a bronze 
plaque engraved wi th thirty-nine signa
t ures of Houston and Gulf Coast area 
preachers of the gospel. 

SUPPORT NEEDED FOR MAN TO 
FOLLOW UP WORLD RADIO 

J a mes J ohnson, 35 Lock St., Kottur, 
Madras, Tamil Nadu, 600085, India, re
ports a desperate need for support in 
the amount of about $200 per month to 
follow up contacts made through World 
Radio broadcasts there. These contacts are 
often far removed from Ma dras and re-

quire time and trAvel. J ohnson would like 
to put some church in touch with a man 
capable of doing the work, and would 
like to supervise, at least to some extent 
his activities so that the sponsor would 
know what is being accomplished. They 
believe this ·work is well worthwhile and 
greatly needed. Limited forces and lim
ited funds allow many good leads to go 
unattended. Contact Brother J ohnson for 
further particulars. 

HOMECOMING II 
AUG. 17th II 
Military Parkway 
Church of Christ 

(Urbandale, Pleasa nt Mound) 
8510 Military Parkway 

Dallas, Tx. 75227 
1·214·381-1994 

Bible School- 9:00 
Worship-10:00 
Singing- 2:30 
Worship- 6:00 

Lunch served at the Building. 

Members, Friends, Families of 
Past, Present, Future please 

plan to attend. 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE W HITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Train ing 
• No Tui tion • "What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Facul ty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' W ives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAI L SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dal las, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

J ack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large cmtan-all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congre ga 
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price : Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage a nd handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Excit ing Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEAlTH PlAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for ilzformatiott

BILL M IN ICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/429·1403 
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WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
00 NOT LET THIS ONE,~IME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

· Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Box 610 , Au sti n, Texas 78767 

·---------------------- ----------------------
ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EV ANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the bal ance plus postage (total o f $42.95) upon 
receipt of the books. 

Nam~---------------------------
Address __________________________ _ 

C ity _____ State ---- - Zip - - -



ACU TEACHERS WORKSHOP SET 
FOR J ULY 

Abilene, Texas-The 26th annual Bible 
Teachers Workshop at Abilene Christian 
University will open July 20 with Richard 
Rogers, minister of Sunset Church of 
Christ in Lubbock, Texas, speaking on 
"Be Not Many of You Teachers ... . " 

A highligh t of the workshop will be 
a series called "T·t.e Family Today" each 
weekday afternoon dut·ing the workshop. 
Ken Dye, the Broadway minister and a 
family life specialist, will teach sessions 

eoncerning Christian marriage. Gayle Na
pier, a member of the Lubbock Christian 
College faculty and a Broadway member, 
will discuss Christian parenting. 

In addition to a variety of classes con
cerning all aspects of Bible teaching and 
teaching programs, the workshop will 
include daily devotionals and special class
es for youths interested in teaching, as 
well as keynote addresses each evening. 

Additional information about the work
shop is available from Dr. Carl Brecheen, 
ACU professor of Bible and workshop 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 I ··--·---·-·-·---·---·-------·---·-------·---·-------·---·-------·-----·-·-· __________ .... .,., 

director, ACU Station, Box 8250, Abilene, 
Texas 79699. 

When you send In a list ot new subacrlp
llons to the F irm Foun d o tJon, please b o 
aure each has t h e proper Z ip Code n umber 
atter the cl ty and a t ate. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc .. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

SIXTH ANNUAL RESTORATION 
LEADERSHIP MINISTRY LECTURESHIP 

"Makers and Molders of the Restoration M(J'JJement)) 

Thurs, July 37 st through Sat., Aug. 2nd 
Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma City, OK. 

* All speakers are products of the Restoration Leadership Ministry and are therefore men 
who formerly preached in religious fellowships other than the Churches of Christ. 

* Thurs., July 31, 7:30 p.m.-"THOMAS & ALEXANDER CAMPBELL-CREATIVE LEADER
SHIP OF THE 19TH CENTURY RESTORATION"-Herb Woollard, Indianapolis, Ind.
Lecturer 
"BARTON W . STONE-PROPHET OF EVANGELISM & PIETY"-Tom Sibley, Vancou
ver, W ash.-Lecturer 

*Fri., Aug. 31, 7:30 p.m.-"WALTER SCOTT- MASTERFUL PREACHER & TEACHER"
Stanley J 01zes, Decatur, Ill.-Lecturer 
"ISAAC ERRETT-MAJOR PROPHET OF THE 2ND GENERATION OF DISCIPLES"
Dennis Randall, Montgomery, A/a.-Lecturer 

*Sat., Aug. 2, 7:30 p.m.-"MOSES LARD- PROPHET OF LITERALISM & CONSERVATISM"
Doug Lowrance, Dixon, T emz.-Lecturer 
"J. W. McGARVEY-REPRESENTATIVE OF CONSERVATIVE BUT PROGRESSIVE 
LEADERSHIP"-Terry Gunnells, Elba, Ala.-Lecturer 

* Daytime Sessions Include Panel Discussions with Former Denominational Preachers on the Subject : 
"WHAT I USED TO BELIEVE AND WHY I BELIEVED IT." 
Open Forums to Follow-A Tremendous Opportunity for Preachers, Teachers and Personal 
Workers to Learn How to Deal with Denominational Convictions. 

* The Restoration Leadership Ministry Is Overseen by the Elders of the Alpine Hills Church of 
Christ, 5651 Zeigler Blvd., Mobile, Ala. 

*Contact Alan Cloyd, Lectureship Director at (615) 331-3992 for further details. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertl•lng In thla section $1.00 per line. De•lgned e•peclall)" to accommodate 

con~egntlons advertising meeting plnces, preachers •eeklng work or con,....ega
tlon• seeking preachers. Also other acceptable mntter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1005 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF OBRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld CL 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evnn. 

OKINAWA, .JA..I"A.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Duy 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAltl, N. .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.~=-:;.:._A.N..,.....,.,,...,C""'H~""""o=RA.......,....G,...E-----C......,.,.,H""'UR=-:-c""""H .......... .....,O"""""F 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatlve.d or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alnaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2%05 E, Morgau Ave .. 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-Mnrt. Offle.! 4'1'1· 
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min, 4'10-40G6. 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15G55 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM""O"'"'N':":S:--::FR="o""'M=-=--=s=u=N'="s=-=E==T=-o-n__,9...,.0_m..,.in_u_te_cas--se_tte_ 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School or 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnl.sters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paal Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA-Valley Ohurch of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
VUltiA, ARIZ., O:S1 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
~lonterre7, Mexlco1 Ave. Fundlclones 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
FULLY SUPPORTED MISSIONARY FAMILY 
AVAILABLE to work in the U.S. Prefer city of 
30,000 to 100,000 people within 1,000 miles of Ponca 
City. Contact Missions Committee, Hartford Avenue 
Church of Christ, 1905 Joe, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
74601 or call (405) 765-3610. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPd, 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON. OKLA
HOMA 1 Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:80 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Enstlewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evanstelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print· 
lng Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916} 885-5776. 

DAY A.REA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

PleDSaDtoD, CaliforniA 84500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 8. AJain. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-12~1. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:lln 
P.M. 

Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE8-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Counselor Available: Graduate student of psychology 
seeking counseling position. Church member with 
pulpit eXJlerience. Write: John R. Franklin, 210 
Lucretia St., Sessler, Ill. 62884. 
MINISTERW ANTED--=f,....or__;we--=lc:-1-es-ta-=b-=l~is-=-h-ed-=-c-o_n_g-re-
gatlon of 2i5 to 300 in the great Northwest. Must 
be doctrinally sound and have a good past per
formance record. Congregation of great potential 
for growth with a mature minister. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, c/o Roccl Cletti, 1308 
East 100 4th Street, Tacoma, Wa. 98445 or phone 
(206) 537-5807. 
Preacher desires work with congregation in Eastern 
Oklahoma, East, Central Texas, Arkansas or West 
Tennessee. Have B.S. In Bible and 141,4 years ex
perience, age 34. Phone: 817-831-1358 or (901) 885-
5176. 
Preacher Wanted: The Church of Christ in Arbird, 
Missouri is in need of a full time, sound gospel 
preacher. No anti, Liberal, or other hobblest need 
apply, Small two bedroom house for preacher. Send 
complete resume to Donald Hardin, Rt. 1. Bx. 264, 
Cardwell, Misouri 63829, or call 314-654-2354. 
Small congregation in SW Missouri needs fu II 
time preacher. Prefer married. Small 3 BR house 
and utilities provided, plus $215 per week. Write: 
Church of Christ, P .0. Box 458, Marshfield, MO. 
65706. Or call: Harry Price 417-329-5325 or Bob 
Lewis 417-468-3933. 
Gospel Preacher, 52 years of age, available for full 
time work. Married. Graduate business and preacher 
5Chool. Resume and references upon request. Write 
H. J. Sargent, Rt. 2, Box 29, Osceola, Wisconsin 
64020 or phone AC 715/294-3145. 
Preacher Wanted: Congregation In mission field of 
Nebraska is looking for a full time preacher with 
his support. Building is paid for and will seat around 
200. Seward, Nebraska, congregation has an attend
ance of around 30. Send all inquiries to Elton 
Albright, York College, York, Nebraska 68467. 
MISSIONARIES, Peter and Leslye Mostert, overseen 
by the State College Church of Christ, 311 N. State 
College Blvd., Anaheim, California 92806, Ph. 714 
533-2065, seek $700 per month toward their work in 
Southern Africa which they will beg1n January 
1981. 
PREACHER WANTED: For small rural congrega
tion located 10 miles from Memphis, Tenn. Salary 
negotiable. Don Bradley, 901-353-4815. 

Preacher Needed 
Fully self-supporting congregation of 120 desires 
mature, experienced minister and personal worker. 
No elders, yet. Send referer.ces and resume to 
Church of Christ, Box 854, Rock Springs, Wyoming 
82901. 
Th-, Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. MuslcrshoulJ 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
fonnation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
J!'Rn 48504. 
WANT TO BUY-Used books of the Brotherhood. 
Bob Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Texas 76539. 
512-982-8833. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider n growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
cvenin!ls). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312, 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Astents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operatert. 
CHURCH BUSE8-New Nearly New Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dalla'S, TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 

Hei_P needed, interested in writing and teaching a 
prtsoner, please contnct Joyce M. Davis, 427 W. 
River N-Eiyira, Ohio 44035 or Mr. Cleo Price, 1726 
Pine, Detroit, Michigan 48216. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation 
trle~~ to screen adverttRIDil'o aDd will not 
knowingly tnke questionable advertl•lna-. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to tn
vestlgnte. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwittingly run DD unworthy ad. 
As the old anylng a-oes, before }'OU lnve•t. 
lnve,.th:atel 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 2% miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOrS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/() discounted to yield 
12o/() or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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H o get 10°/o interest on savin 
and maximum interest from Sco t ~ 
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THE NEWARK, DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL 
Si nce 1974 the Newark Church of Christ has operated Aletheia School. 
The school has proven to be an outstanding tool for spreading 
the influence of Christ in Delaware. The school now includes 
day-care through grade 5, but the new faci lities made possible by thi 
bond program will permit expansion through grade 8. Bond information: 
Pays 10°o; 10112%, 11 %. Dated March 1,1980. Due Serially. Maturing 6 months to 
15 years. Offering made by prospectus only. Forpm\pectu\ oflntorm;l/1()/l (cliHaU: 

('\\.lrk Chur(h nf Chriq ')1 S,lll'm Chur( h Rn,ld Nl'w.uk, Dd~wMl' 1'17 1! !J02) 7J7-J781 

:v'~ 
co r 
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ABO UT TWO DOZEN MEN met recently at the Richla nd Hills building in 
Fort Worth to brainstorm the idoa pf promoting a movo for a Na tiona l Day 
of Contribution For Mission Work. Pictured here are tho men who attende d 
the session. Thoy we re enthusiastic about t he possibilities. See story and 
editorial in this issue. 

Austin, Texas, July 22, 1980 
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How About an Annual Contribution 
for Mission Work? 

There is a tide moving that has the possibilities of 
turning around the stalemated climate in the church 
concerning missionary evangelism. 

Twenty-four men from several states came together 
recently at the Richland Hills building in Fort Worth, 
to spend the day brainstorming the idea of a national
contribution-for-mission-work drive. We would speak a 
word of encouragement for their efforts. 

Something needs to be done to make the church more 
acutely aware of her mission. Mission projects plowed 
into the general church budget do not enthuse and ex
cite the average congregation. A special day and a spe
cial contribution for a special effort would do much, 
we believe, to make the church more conscious of its 
work. 

We have noted that in several congregations where a 
special effort on a specific day for a special cause was 
made hundreds of thousands of dollars were raised. A 
"Missionary Sunday" in the program of the local con
gregation-any congregation-could have a great ef
fect at home and abroad. 

We would not consider trying to tie congregations 
together, or to pool their funds for any work, but we 
would encourage every local congregation in the 
brother hood to set aside a special day-sometime in the 
year-and raise what funds they can for world evan
gelism. 

We ar e runn ing in t his issue an article by Carl 
Mitchell, giving some of the details of a plan proposed 
by the group, and invite your careful consideration of 
the idea. We believe it has definite possibilities. 

There are some members in any congregation that 
would give heavily to the preaching of the gospel who 
would not give a dime to the building of a building, and 
vice-versa. The idea of setting aside a special day for 
the giving of those who want to support the preaching 
of the gospel in distant places gives the members of a 
congregation an opportunity to give to a cause rather 
than to a budget. 

There is certainly scriptural precedent for such a 
gathering of funds . When the poor saints in Judea 
needed relief, Paul instructed even gentile churches to 
give as they had been prospered, as they purposed in 
t heir hearts, freely and liber ally to relieve the suffering 
of the saints. He made specific instructions for the col
lection of the funds, and for their transport to J erusa
lem. This is a perfect pattern for our collecting a sum 
in each congregation for the preaching of the gospel. 
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It would be well for congregations to make a 51 week 
budget for general operational expenses, and give the 
52nd week to this effort. We would like to see a lot of 
publicity given to the effort, and, especially in the 
larger cities special meetings to inform and to enthuse 
brethren to co-operate in pressing the program. We 
would like to see workshops, lectureships, camps, semi
nars, preachers' luncheons, and elders' meetings give 
some time and publicity to the attempt. If a wave of 
prayer, and even some fasting, should accompany our 
efforts it wouldn't hurt . A lot of pulpit preaching in 
preparation for the special collection, and much be
hind-the-scenes work to insure its success would surely 
be in order. Most things are either a success or a failure 
before they start. 

What this effort would need most is the support of 
a grass-roots mass involvement. Most churches suffer 
from a lack of challenge. If we set some impossible 
goals before our people we would have unbelievable 
success. 

It would be in order if the elders of every congrega
tion-great and small- would select capable people to 
promote such a gathering of funds, and give the project 
their endorsement and support. Elders would be sur
prised, we believe, at the support they would receive 
from the congregation if they would try such a plan. 

Something like a WORLD HARVEST WEEK, or a 
WORLD HARVEST MONTH from a brotherhood the 
size of ours would pour untold millions of dollars into 
a sagging missionary program. Unless we can stimu
late a grass-r oots movement spreading throughout the 
church we would end up with a few r eally bright spots 
and a lot of dismal and discouraging gray in between. 

We would like to see some reporting done. It would 
stimulate one another to good works if a barrage of re
ports of successful efforts came flowing in somewhere. 
There would not be any "official organization"- just 
individual Christians concerned about the lost condi
tion of the world and trying to do something about it. 
It ought to be a spontaneous idea, rising up from the 
masses because it is what we should be doing. We want 
to personally thank these brethren for an idea whose 
time is come. And we would encourage brethren every
where to earnestly pray and work to the end that the 
world may hear while there is yet time. 
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C7 '' Jear 
DAN HOLLAND 

In the offices and classrooms, in the ballparks and factories, 
in the cars and houses, the battle lines are drawn. The children 
of God face the children of this world in the great war for the 
minds of men. Those of the world hold as their weapons many 
Satanic devices and are compelled by the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. Each Christian has the 
annor of righteousness, salvation, and the preparation of the 
gospel. He holds the sword of the Spirit, the word of God, and 
the shield of faith, knowing that God has not given him a spirit 
of fearfulness, but of power and love and a sound mind. 

There are no divided allegiances in this encounter. Jesus said: 
"He who is not with me is against me." There is no worshipping 
of both God and mammon. Those who are lukewarm Jesus spews 
out of his mouth. The soldiers of Christ stand to fight the good 
fight of faith. 

The apostle Paul wrote, of Satan: "We are not ignorant of his 
devices.'' It is the Christian who knows his adversary and his 
tactics. The natural man, the Devil's slave, cannot understand 
the things of the Spirit of God while he remains in Satan's ser
vice. The Christian, however, knows clearly how treacherous 
are the ways of the father of lies. 

A device of Satan is the myth which claims happiness for 
those who follow thier own fleshly desires. Branden in The Psy
chology of Self Esteem points out that "the notion of the happy 
irrationalist, like that of the happy psychotic, is a myth-as any 
psychotherapist is in a position to testify." And not only is the 
self-seeker an unhappy person, he cannot even truly realize the 
pleasure be seeks. "Paradoxically, it is the so-called pleasure
chasers-the men who seemingly live for nothing but the sensa
tion of the moment, and are concerned only with a 'good time'
who are psychologically incapable of enjoying pleasure as an end 
in itself. The neurotic pleasure-chaser imagines that, by going 
through the motions of a celebration, he will be able to make 
himself feel that he has something to celebrate." 

The "pleasure chaser" may cause his life to revolve around 
drunkenness and partying. Concerning this, Branden writes: 
"The 'pleasure' of being drunk is obviously the pleasure of es
caping the responsibility of consciousness. And so are the kind 
of social gatherings, held for no other purpose than the expres
sion of hysterical chaos, where the guests wander around in 
an alcoholic stupor, pratting noisily and senselessly, and enjoy
ing the illusion -of a universe where one is not burdened by 
purpose, logic, reality, or awareness." The Christian presents a 
universe in which to live, not from which to escape; a universe 
created by God as a majestic reality of love, purpose, order, logic 
and beauty; a universe populated by men created in God's image 
and resposible for the spirits he gave them. Only those who 
have low-esteem for themselves as responsible beings seek the 
escape of drunkenness, drug "highs," and irrational self-seeking. 
It is the Christian's work to show Satan's victims how they can 
have inward peace as they love o.thers in a life of happy reality. 

The Christian may feel that if he tries to live by Christ's 
teaching then everyone will love him. However, one of the 
Devil's most potent weapons, especially against the young, is 
used when some associates of Christians reject them because 
of their Christian faith. But Jesus said: "Blessed are ye, when 
men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from 
their company, and reproach you, and cast out your name as 
evil, for the Son of man's sake, Rejoice in that day, and leap 
for joy: for behold, your reward is great in heaven" (Luke 
6 :22-23). Branden's views on relationships between healthy 
and unhealthy mentalities apply here. "The healthy person is 
made the innocent target of envy, resentment, antagonism-for 
responses from other people that bear no intelligible relation
ship to the qualities he exhibits-and he usually has no way to 
suspect that the animosity he encounters is a reaction, not to 
anything bad in him, but to the good.'' But those who would 
seem to withhold love in order to lure others away from Christ 
have in truth no love to withhold. The Christian must remember 
the faithfulness of the Lord toward him and the fellowship of 
the many who appreciate the good in him, not allowing such 
attitudes to cause him to compromise with the enemy of God. 
The Christian knows the love of God, holds God's love while 
giving God's love, and there is nothing his heart cherishes more. 

Peter plead's with Christians to abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, and states: "Even if ye should suf
fer for righteousness sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their 
fear, neither be troubled; but sanctify in youl:" hearts Christ as 
Lord; being ready always to give an answer to eve1·y man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with 
meekness and fear: having a good cons~ience; that, wherein 
ye are spoken against, they may be put to shame who revile 
your good manner of life in Christ." The fear that comes of 
the Devil clutches the souls of his followers, and fosters inse
curity, hatred, greed, lusts, violence, and the grief of guilt. 
Unintentionally, Nathaniel Branden presents the man without 
self-esteem with words also describing the servant of Satan: 
"The base and motor of the man without self-est~em is not 
confidence, but fear. Not to live, but to escape his terror of life, 
is his fundamental goal .... And what he seeks from others is 
not the chance to experience admiration, but an escape from 
moral values, an escape from moral judgment." However, what 
many people of the world need to clear the cobwebs from their 
souls is simply someone who will be an unintimidated leader 
who joyfully (and not self-righteously) stands for Jesus Christ 
and the abundant life he gives. 

Christians are not to fear what the world fears, or the be
havior that accompanies that fear. The Christian, not having a 
spirit of fearfulness, but of power, love and a sound mind, bases 
his life on God's 1·evealed scripture being ready always to gh·e an 
answer to those who ask about the reason for his hope in Christ. 

Rt. 2, Box 1174C, New Caney, Tex. 77357 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

Suffering C. MAURICE McMULLEN 

God told Abraham his posterity would be ill-treated four hun
dred years (Acts 7:6). He rescued Joseph out of his afflictions 
(Acts 7 :9-10). He saw the ill-treatment of His people, heard 
their groaning and delivered them (Acts 7:34). Moses shared 
ill-treatment with the people of God (Heb 11 :25) as he con
sidered abuse suffered for Christ greater wealth (Heb 11 :26). 
God's people were tortured 'and refused to accept release (Heb 
11:35), they suffered mocking, scourging, chains and imprison
ment (Heb 11:36), some were stoned, sawn in two, killed, were 
destitute, afflicted and ill-treated (Heb 11:37-38). Prophets 
were persecuted (Mt 5:12; Acts 7:52) and are examples of 
suffering (Jas 5 :10). 

It was written that Jesus should suffer (Lk 24:46), Moses 
and the prophets spid He must suffer (Acts 26 :22-23), prophets 
predicted His sufferings (1 Pet 1 :10-11). God said He should 
suffer (Acts 3:18), Jesus foretold He would suffer( Mt 16:21; 
17:12; Lk 22:15). He was set for a sign that was spoken against 
Lk 2:34). It was necessary for Him to suffer (Acts 17:3). 

Jesus suffered (Heb 2:18), in the flesh (1 Pet 4:1), outside 
the gate (Heb 13 :12), for you and left you an example (1 Pet 
2:21). He was accused (Mk 15:3), beaten (Lk 22:63), betrayed 
(Lk 2248), blindfolded (Lk 22 :64), bound and led (Mt 26 :2), 
called an evildoer (Jn 18:30), condemned (Mk 14:64), crowned 
with thorns (Mt 27:29), crucified (Mt 27:35; Lk 23:33), lied 
about (Mk 14:56-57), mocked (Mt 27:29, 39-42), railed at (Lk 
23:39), reviled (Mt 27:44; Lk 22:65), scourged (Mt 27:26), 
seized (Lk 22:54), slapped, spat in the face and struck (Mt 26: 
67; 27:30), stripped (Mt 27:28) and treated with contempt (Lk 
23:11). His face was covered (Mk 14:65), he bore His cross (Jn 
19:17). The Jews persecuted Him for healing on the Sabbath 
(Jn 5 :16), ungodly sinners spoke harsh things against Him 
(Jude 15) and He did not revile or threaten (1 Pet 2:23). Paul 
persecuted Him (Acts 9:4-5; 22:7-8; 26:14-15; 1 Tim 1:13), 
Peter witnessed His suffering (1 Pet 5:1). He endured the cross 
for the joy that was set before Him (Heb 12:2), He was made 
perfect through suffering (Heb 2:10) and crowned with glory 
and honor because of it (Heb 2:9). He foretold tribulation (Mt 
24:9, 21, 29; Jn 16:33) and persecution (Mt 23:34; Lk 21:12; 
Jn 15:20). 

The apostles were beaten and charged not to speak in the 
name of Jesus (Acts 5:40). They rejoiced they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name (Acts 5 :41). John shared 
tribulation (Rev 1 :9). 

The church in Jerusalem was persecuted (Acts 8:1). Perse
cution arose over Stephen (Acts 11 :19). Paul told the Thessa
lonians beforehand they would suffer (1 Thes 3:4). They re
ceived the word in much affliction (1 Thes 1 :6), suffered from 
their countrymen (1 Thes 2:14), endured persecutions and af
flictions (2 Thes 1 :4). Chu1·ches of Macedonia had a severe 
test of affliction (2 Cor 8:2). Paul persecuted the Way (Acts 
22:4; 26:9-11) and the church (1 Cor 15:9; Gal1:13, 23; Phil 
3 :6). The Christian religion was spoken against everywhere 
(Acts 28 :22). Early Christians endured a hard struggle with 
afflictions (Heb 10:32) and were publicly exposed to abuse and 
affliction (Heb 10:33). They were abused for not participating 
(1 Pet 4 :4). -

The Holy Spirit told Paul afflictions awaited him (Acts 
20:23). He was shown how much he had to suffer (Acts 9:16). 
He suffered (2 Cor 11 :23-27), in Antioch, !conium and Lystra 
(2 Tim 3:11), for the gospel and wore fetters like a criminal 
(2 Tim 2 :9), was shamefully treated in Philippi (1 Thes 2 :2), 
and was afflicted in Asia (Cor 1 :8). Jews ·stirred up persecu
tion against him and Ba1·nabas (Acts 13 :50). He wrote out of 
affliction and anguish (2 Cor 2:4) and commended himself 
through enduring afflictions (2 Cor 6 :4-5). He was persecuted 
for not preaching circumcision (Gal 5 :11), was slanderously 
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charged (Rom 3:8), and afflicted at every turn (2 Cor 7:5). He 
suffered the loss of all things to gain Christ (Phil 3:8). He 
endured persecution (1 Cor 4 :12). All in Asia turned away from 
him (2 Tim 1 :15) and no one took his part at his first defense (2 
Tim 4: 16). When slandered he tried to conciliate (1 Cor 4:13). 
He was not ashamed to suffer (2 Tim 1 :12), rejoiced in suf
ferings (Col 1:24), was overjoyed with afflictions (2 Cor 7:4), 
was comforted in distress and afflictions (1 Thes 3 :7), was per
secuted but not forsaken (2 Cor 4 :9-10), afflicted but not 
crushed (2 Cor 4:8), content with persecutions and calamities 
(2 Cor 12:10). 

Jesus knows your tribulation (Rev 2:9). Painful discipline is 
good training ( Heb 12: 11). You enter the kingdom through 
many tribulations (Acts 14 :22). You may have to suffer trials 
for a little while (1 Pet 1 :6). Don't be surprised at the fiery or
deal which comes upon you (1 Pet 4 :12) as your faith is tested 
by fire (1 Pet 1 :7). It is your lot to suffer afflictions (1 Thes 
3:3). It has been granted for you to suffer for the sake of Christ 
(Phil 1 :29-30). The experience of suffering is required of the 
brotherhood (I Pet 5 :9). Those who desire to live a godly life 
will be persecuted (2 Tim 3 :12). 

Don't be ashamed to suffer as a Christian (1 Pet 4:16) and 
don't suffer as a murderer, thief, wrong-doer or mischief-maker 
(1 Pet 4:15). Don't lose heart over others' suffering (Eph 3:13). 
Don't return evil for evil (1 Pet 3:9) or fear what you are to 
suffer (Rev 2:10). Share in Christ's sufferings (Phil 3:10) and 
rejoice (1 Pet 4:13). Bear abuse for Jesus {Heb 13:13) and keep 
your conscience clear when abused (1 Pet 3:16). Take your share 
of suffering for the gospel (2 Tim 1:8) as a good soldier (2 Tim 
2:3). Take your own cross, deny yourself and follow Jesus daily 
(Mt 10:38; 16:24; Lk 9:23) to be His disciple (Lk 14:27). Be 
patient in tribulation (Rom 12:12, suffer for the kingdom of God 
(2 Thes 1:5). It is better to suffer for doing right (1 Pet 3:17), 
to suffer wrong than to have a lawsuit with a brother (1 Cor 
6:7). Suffer according to God's will and do right (1 Pet 4:19). 
Maintain good conduct among those who speak against you as a 
wrongdoer (1 Pet 2:12). Put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men (1 Pet 2:15). 

You have God's approval when you suffer patiently (1 Pet 
2:20) and endure suffering unjustly (1 Pet 2:19). Enduring suf
fering brings comfort (2 Cor 1:6), share suffering, share comfort 
(2 Cor 1:5,7). God comforts you in your affliction (2 Cor 1:4). 
You are blessed with persecutions (Mk 10:29-30), when you suf
fer for righteousness' sake (1 Pet 3:14), when reviled and perse
cuted (Mt 5:10-11), or reproached for the name of Christ (1 Pet 
4:14). Suffering produces endurance (Rom 5:3). You are heirs of 
God if you suffer with Him (Rom 8:17). Suffer a little while and 
God will restore, establish and strengthen you (1 Pet 5:10). 
Suffering now not comparable with glory to be revealed (Rom 
8:18). Momentary affliction prepares for an eternal weight of 
glory (2 Cor 4 :17). Those who wash their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb will come out of tribulation (Rev 7:14). Mourning, 
crying and pain will be eliminated (Rev. 21 :4). 

All members suffer when one does (1. Cor 12:26). Pray for 
those who persecute you (Mt 5:44), for those who abuse you (Lk 
6:28). Bless those who persecute you (Rom 12:14), pray when 
suffering (Jas 5:13). Flee to the next town when persecuted 
(Mt 10:23). Visit those who are afflicted (Jas 1:27), remember 
those who are ill-treated (Heb 13:3). Don't let tribulations, dis
tress and persecution separate you from the love of Christ (Rom 
8:35-36). 

Some fall away during tribulation or persecution (Mt 13:21), 
some compelled circumcision to avoid persecution (Gal 6:12). 
Pain and sore in anguish will be on those in the kingdom of the 
beast (Rev 16:10-11). Anguish awaited the rich man (Lk 16:24-
25). God will repay those who afflict you (2 Thes 1:6), abusers 
will give account (1 Pet 4:5), tribulation and distress is for those 
who do not obey the truth (Rom 2:8-9), and those who commit 
adultery with Jezebel will be thrown into tribulation (Rev 2-22). 

3640 Cody Way, Sacramento, CA 95825 
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CHARLES HOOGE 

"1 wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to 
have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 

Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not 
content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the 
brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them 
out of the church." 9 John 9,10 

The Bible is the unique Word of God! 3 John proves it! 3 
John is so brutally honest; it zeroes in on the realities of life. 
Church work is no "pious Fairy Tale." There are enemies within 
-men like Diotrephes who demoralize Church workers, run off 
dedicated preachers, and brand thinking Christians! This is 
another reason why we must retu·rn to and study the Bible! 
Inexperienced preachers should not be unprepared! Although 
this may not have been taught in their "Problems of a Preacher" 
class it is enforced in scripture. Men like Diotrephes are not 
"few and far between;" nearly every Church will have one un
less vigilaJ'}ce is pursued. There is a constant power struggle 
in every congregation. Someone is "running" every Church. This 
fact must be recognized; the wrong man must never be allowed 
to take over. Yet how can this be? How can a diabolic man take 
over control of the Church? What kind of Church mentality 
allows this? What can be done? Has this happened where you 
worship? Is anything being done? Has the Church given up? 
Are you thinking about leaving? 

Viable Possibilities 

Diotrephes was "running the Church." No argument here. 
But how? 

He could have not been an elder who ran the congrega
tion via the business meeti:ag. After congregations begin they 
must go through the trauma of their first elder ordination. 
Trouble invariably persists. Why? Because many "calling the 
shots" cannot qualify as elders. Diotrephes had assumed an au
thority that did not belong to him. Power corrupts; importance 
feeds the ego. Nothing is said in 3 John about the organization 
of the Church. It is amazing how one man can literally run the 
Church. 

He could not have been an elder who nevertheless ran the 
Church via the elders. Rich, educated, orthodox, family cliques 
have always wielded too much power at Church. Peter told elders 
"to take the oversight" (1 Pet. 5 :1-4). If they do not, someone 
will. Diotrephes did not respect the apostles; he would not have 
respected the elders. Everyone and everything had to have his 
tacit approval. Every sermon, lesson, project came under his 
approval. Even the elders answered to him. He ruled the Church 
"as a divine.right." He was not a shepherd but rather a police
man. Such intimidation creates a tremendous pressure upon all 
godly members. 

He could have been an elder-yea, the "Main Elder." How 
intolerable-and unnecessary! Why do elderships allow this? 

Why do they expect the members to tolerate a Diotrephes? Why 
do they humor him? Why will they correct everyone but 
Diotrephes? Why do they humorously say, "Let him do his 
eldering," "You know how he is." All the members know "How 
he is." That is what is wrong. Why is not something done? So 
conscientious elders quit; Diotrephes remains! Acts 20:28-35 
needs to be re-studied! Elders are to police elders! Elders are 
to oversee elders before they do the flock! Elders who cannot 
handle fellow elders cannot lead the Church! No wonder grievous 
wolves enter in! A Diotrephes has to be confronted; he will not 
quit by conscience or without a fight. Why should any one man 
be allowed to destroy a Church? In the name of God? 

Inevitable Results 

Regardless of how Diotrephes is running the Church-the fact 
still remains. What are the dire results? 

Preachers cannot stay. If the aged John the apostle was re
jected, imagine the hopelessness of a youthful preacher. No 
wonder so many potentially good preachers quit in disillusion. 
Why should a Diotrephes ever be allowed to develop let along 
prevail? The future is hopeless? Most rookie preachers are not 
prepared for this. , 

Congregations waste away. No one is allowed to think, speak, 
nor act. Members leave or quit. Tyranny ends in despair. The 
Church is strangled of its vitality. 

Remember, the Bible is explicit. John is no renegade preacher; 
Diotrephes is not a guy with some strengths! The Bible tells 
it like it is! Diotrephes is mean; he rejects even apostles! Call it 
what it is. Quit excusing such tyranny! A disease cannot be 
treated until it is admitted. 

Biblical Solutions 

This is the shocking part. 3 John does not give any! Yes, he 
had written the congregation. Yes, there would be confrontation 
"IF" he came! But John did not threaten to remove the "candle
stick" as he did in Revelation! He didn't rebuke beloved Gaius for 
not confronting Diotrephes! Why? Would the cure be worse than 
the disease? Would a confrontation split the Church? Should 
Diotrephes go on and on unchallenged? Must congregations like 
this anticipate only "successful funerals"? John did not charge 
a young preacher to tackle Diotrephes. He can seldom win. David 
did kill Goliath but Goliath was not the main elder. 

The answer lies in the problem itself. A Church, perhaps an 
eldership, allowed this to happen. A Church surrendered its 
autonomy. The problem is not simply Diotrephes but the Church 
itself. It deserved what it received! Surely, the Church knows 
what is wrong, but the Church refuses to act! The Church 
gripes, whines, yea cries! But a Diotrephes demands an attitude 
of right then Christian action. So what could be done? If one 
Diotrephes is removed another takes his place! lfembers must 
be responsible with the tenure of their elders; elders must police 
themselves; preachers must be free to preach it like it is. Other
wise you got bad-bad trouble. 
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Another Look at 

The Good Confession 
DAN R. OWEN 

In 1 Timothy 6:11-16 the apostle gives a great charge to Tim
othy and bases that charge on the good confession that Timothy 
had made. This "good confession" appears to have been a particu
lar confession of common practice. Paul specified "the good con
fession." The confession also appears to have been somewhat of a 
public occasion. It was done "in the sight of many witnesses." 

The actual content of Timothy's confession is made more clear 
in 1 Timothy 6:13-16. It was the same confession as that which 
was witnessed by Jesus before Pontius Pilate. "Art thou a king 
then," asked Pilate. "Thou sayest that I am a king," replied 
Jesus (John 18:37). Paul assured Timothy that the confession he 
had made would someday be demonstrated to be undeniable truth. 
" ... which in its own times he shall show who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of Lords," (1 Tim 
6:15). 

The confession made by Timothy was more than just a state
ment of facts believed It was obviously a statement of commit
ment and a promise of allegiance. As such it forms the basis of 
Paul's charge. It is' as though he says, "You promised your alle
giance to Jesus as your Lord and King. See that you keep that 
promise." The rest of the New Testament evidence·supports the 
conclusion that the formal confession made by early converts to 
Christ was both a statement of faith in the fact of Jesus' lord
ship, and a promise of obedience to Jesus as Lord. 

Several passages in the .New Testament treat confessions as 
statements of facts believed. In John 11:25-27 Jesus told Martha, 
"I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth on me 
though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believ
eth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?" Martha replied, 
"Yea, Lord: I have believed that thou art the Christ, the Son of 
God, even he that cometh into the world." Peter's famous con
fession in Matthew 16:16 is also a statement of faith in response 
to a question. Jesus asked, "whom do ye say that I am?" Peter 
replied, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." The 
apostle John later penned a similar statement. "Whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him and he 
in God," (1 John 4:15). We will note two important cautions in 
regard to these passages. 

First, we cannot interpret the meaning of the Son of God con
fessions in terms of fourth century christological controversies 
which were concerned about the degrees of divinity or humanity 
in Jesus. "Christ" is the equivalent of "Messiah" which means 
"annointed one." "Son of God" is a title used to describe God's 
chosen king. In the Old Testament God referred to his people 
collectively as his son (Ex. 4::22; Hos. 11 :1). He also referred 
to his chosen king, the representative of his people, as his son 
(Psalm 2:6-7; 89:26). This is the sense in which "Son of God" 
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was understood by those who ascribed that title to Jesus during 
his earthly ministry. Nathaniel states it clearly. "Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God, the King of Is.rael," (John 1 :49). 

Second, not one of the confessional statements cited above 
occurs in a baptismal setting. The only passage in the New Testa
ment which directly connects this type of statement with bap
tism is Acts 8:37, the confession of the Ethiopian. The eunuch's 
confession is not found in any Greek manuscript extant until 
Codex Laudianus (E) which dates from the sixth Christian cen
tury. Even in codex E the confession is not in the same form in 
which it occurs in English translations based on the Textus Re
ceptus. The eunuch's confession is read with many variations, 
by many late miniscule manuscripts, some manuscripts of the 
Old Latin and Vulgate traditions, the Harclean Syriac as a vari
ant, the Armenian, and by Coptic G67. Irenaeus quotes the 
eunuch's confession in Against Heresies III. xii. 8. This means 
that the tradition was well established by the latter half of the 
second century. There is, therefore, little doubt that Luke did 
not actually pen Acts 8:37 as part of the original Acts, and there 
is no doubt that the church practiced pre-baptismal confession 
from the earliest times. 1 Timothy 6:12 is a very strong indica
tion of this practice in New Testament times. The fact that con
fession is said to be "unto salvation" also clearly demonstrates 
the practice in apostolic times (Rom. 10:10). We conclude that 
there was always some type of pre-baptismal confession made by 
prospective disciples. 

The precise form of the pre-baptismal confession probably 
varied in New Testament times. We have already seen that peo
ple confessed Jesus to be "Son of God" or "King." Many who 
gave their lives to Christ undoubtedly made the confession we 
find in Romans 10:9, Kyms Iesous. It means "Lord Jesus" or 
"Jesus is Lord." It is the exact counterpart to the confession re
quired of citizens to show their complete allegiance to Caesar. 
Those who refused to say Kyrios Kaiser, "Caesar is Lord," often 
forfeited their lives (Martyrdom of Polyca;rp VIII. ii). Every 
tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:11). This con
fession is both an affirmation of the fact of his Lordship and a 
promise of submission to his will. 

Timothy's "good confession" suggests that Timothy publicly 
acclaimed Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords when he em
barked on the Christian life. This confession is consistent with 
the meaning of other New Testament confessions. It was common 
practice for every early convert to make such a statement of 
faith and allegiance. Such statements were taken very seriously 
both by those who made them and those who witnessed them. 

P.O. Box 1333, Vernon, Texas 76384 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells ( 5) 
THE REAL THING 

It is past time to earnestly re-dig the 
wells of Biblical preaching which our 
fathers dug. Long ago, God lamented 
through his prophet Jeremiah, "My people 
ha1Je committed two e1Jils: they ha.ve for
saken me, the fountain of living waters, 
and .hewed out cisterns for themselves, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water." 
Only the willfully blind can fail to see the 
brokenness of contemporary preaching 
which has substituted for the fountain of 
living waters "cisterns" of (a) emotional 
devotionals, (b) party lines, and (c) hu
manistic "positive thinking." Perhaps as 
never before this century, the decade of 
the "uncertain" 1980's needs the clear, un
ambiguous ring of truth of great Gospel 
preaching. As Lloyd George, British Prime 
Minister during the First World War, de
clared, "When the chariot of humanity 
gets stuck ... nothing will lift it out ex
cept great preaching that goes straight to 
the mind and heart." 

Key Passage 
But when we speak of great preaching 

we must beware of indulging personal 
tastes through arbitrary definitions. To 
re-open the wells of authentic Biblical 
preaching we need a Biblical model to fol
low. Such an apostolic model is available 
in 2 Cor. 4:1-6. There, in the midst of 
Paul's defense of himself and his ministry, 
the Apostle bares his heart revealing his 
own priorities and values as a preacher. 
With candor and clarity he profiles his 
concept of (a) the source, (b) the subject, 
(e) the scope, and (d) the significance of 
preaching. Here is a precedent our restora
tion movement cannot afford -to ignore. 

The Source: The Word 
Paul says bluntly, "We 1Ul1Ve renounced 

disgraceful, underhanded ways,· we refuse 
to practice cunning or to tamper with God's 
word •. .'' (2 Cor. 4:2). For Paul the 
source of preaching was literally, "the 
word of God" (ton logon tou theou, v.2). 
That is why it was so unthinkable to him 
that anyone would ever distort preaching 
to their own ends, or speak what was not 
legitimately God's word. Since no man on 
his own merit has the right to preach but 
is qualified to do so only by Divine mercy
appointment (2 Cor. 4:1; cf. 3:4-6), no 
man dare preach himself or his own views. 

But are we today authentically preach
ing the word of God? Obviously, some of 
Paul's contemporaries were not. Their 
shoddy hermeneutics and manipulative 
handling of texts cancelled their claims to 
authenticity. I fear the same must be said 
against much modern preaching. Recently 
for example, I listened to a sermon by ~ 
respected and loved faculty member of one 
of our brotherhood colleges--a long-time 
preacher of Bible courses. The sermon was 
on the subject "The Spirit of Christ," and 
was "based" upon Rom. 8 :9 where that 
phrase occurs. The lesson dealt with atti
tudes of Christ, and how men today ought 
to face sit~ations. with the same courage, 
loyalty, smgle-mmdedness, etc., which 

JERRY HARVILL 

Christ possessed. Now that exhortation is 
valuable-but it is NOT the "word of God" 
in Rom. 8:9. In that passage Paul's atten
tion is on the Holy Spirit as the context 
clearly shows. The blunt truth is, like so 
much "preaching" today that situation in
volved a man with a message who then 
found a Biblical text to hang it on. 

This incident highlights a crisis our 
Brotherhood must face: we who have chal
lenged the interpretations of the entire re
ligious world cannot afford to skimp on 
our own Biblical research. Our credibility 
vanishes when we declare that the Bible is 
the authoritative word of God while at the 
same time, we neglect elementary pre
requisites of grammatical and historical 
homework on our sermon texts! 

The Subject: The Gospel 
But Paul tells us not only where he got 

his sermon material, he tells us also his 
homiletic theme: "the gospel of the glory 
of Christ" (v.4). He saw his preaching as 
providing "enlightenment" (ton photis
mon) through foeusjng on Christ, "the 
image of God" (v.4). 

What Paul preached was "good news," 
"gospel" (euangelion). It was not "good 
news" of positive thinking or of improved 
social skills. In fact, it was not man-cen
tered at all. The "good news," per se, was 
what God had done in Christ. Specifically, 
it focused on the heath, burial, resurrec
tion, and appearances of Christ (1 Cor. 
15:1-5). The corresponding human joy
potential of this "news" is compressed in 
Chapter 3 into four key words, hope 
(3:12), freedom )3:17), and glory )3:18). 
Access to such realities is "good news," in
deed! And it was this which Paul preached. 

But notice that Paul's concern was" .•. 
the glory of Christ." Not his own glory, 
nor the glory of his Brethren, nor even the 
glory of a philosophy or system. He 
preached so as to focus men's hearts on 
Christ. Prof. James Denney used to warn 
his students, "No man can draw attention 
to himself and to Christ at the same 
time!" Denney was right. 

However, there is something even more 
sinister to consider. Without realizing it 
we may classify as "gospel preaching" a 
great deal of sermonizing which contains 
little, if any, evangelion by Paul's defini
tion. In fact, a random sampling of last 
year's sermon outlines will reveal that 
some of our influential preachers are talk
ing a great deal about "issues," and very 
little about the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of Christ. But worse still is the irony 
of our stretching so far the Biblical defini
tion of "gospel" that to preach Paul's mes
sage appears to us unevangelistic! 

The Scope: Pure Truth 
In the third place, Paul gives clear indi

cation of the scope of his preaching, when, 
by way of contrast, he vows, "Rather, we 
have 'reno·unced secret and shameful ways; 
we do not use deception, nor do we distort 

the word of God. On the contrary, by set
ting forth the truth plainly we commend 
oursel1Jes to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God" (v.2, NIV). The scope of 
Paul's preaching was the pure truth. 

It is valuable to notice what Apostolic 
preaching was not. First, it was not subtle/ 
secretive. Paul explicitly says he renounced 
"the hidden things" (ta krupta), labeling 
underhanded ways "shameful" (ta, krupta 
tes aischunes). The precise practices con
demned here are uncertain, but J.B. Phil
lips may be on the right track when he 
translates v.2, "We use no hocus-pocus, no 
clever tricks •.•• " It is possible for a 
preacher to play word-games with an 
audience, using familiar terms but with 
new hidden, subtle meanings. This is often 
the style of those who are dissatisfied with 
our Brotherhood, yet unwilling to leave it. 
Through innuendo and subtle connotation 
they convey messages without explicitly 
affirming anything heretical. The threat, 
however, is intensified precisely because 
this approach is so subtle; it would be far 
less problematic-and less shameful-if it 
were open and direct and straightforward. 
If a man no longer shares our faith or 
values our fellowship, let him declare it 
openly and not through subtleties and cyni
cism. The pulpit is not a hiding place. 

Second, Paul says preaching is not 
"manipulative." He rejects the role of 
manipulator (me peripatountes en panour
gia), using an infamous wo~d, panou.rgia, 
which means "unscrupulous' readiness to 
adopt any means in order to gain one's 
ends". The picture here is of one prepared 
"to stop at nothing" (C. K. Barrett). 

Before we dismiss this as irrelevant, we 
would do well to consider some of the 
pressure-tactics sometimes employed in 
evangelistic compaigns. We ought to weigh 
the warning of John R. W. Stott: "Any 
kind of slick 'decisionism' which sacrifices 
honesty on the altar of statistics is bound 
to cause other casualties as well, the vic
tims of our own folly." He goes on to spe
cify, " ... one inevitable result of evangel
ism by unlawful means (what Paul called 
'disgraceful, underhanded ways,' 2 Cor. 
4 :2) is the leakage from the church of 
those whose conversion has thus been 'engi
neered'." 

But the precise focus Paul has in mind 
in 2 Cor. 4:2 is the preacher who is manip
ulative with Scripture. To such a one, 
Scripture exists for his purposes, and 
functions as footnotes for his thoughts and 
his views. There is all the difference in the 
world between taking one's sermon points 
from the actual message of a given text, 
and making up points on our own and then· 
relating them to sccattered texts. In the 
first approach, Sc1ipture speaks its own 
message, dictating both the topic as well as 
the agenda. In the second approach, Scrip
ture is cut and spliced into a new arrange
ment which may or may not accurately ex
press the will of God-it has become the 
vehicle for our ideas, instead of vice versa. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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An Annual Missionary Comtribution CARL MITCHELL 

On Tuesday, June 17th, at the Richland 
Hills church building in Ft. Worth, Texas, 
a historic meeting took place. Twenty-four 
(24) concerned members of the Church 
from many states met to discuss a means 
by which the Church could be stimulated 
to accept more energetically her mission to 
p1·esent Christ to the world. 

The discussion centered on a proposal to 
invite local congregations nation-wide to 
make a united drive for money to support 
missionary work. While no effort is to be 
made to co1lect funds in any central place 
or for any particular work, local congrega
tions are to be encouraged to set aside the 
income of the fourth Sunday of October of 
this year and every year for Missions. 

No committee has been formed, nor do 
the above mentioned persons consider 
themselves representatives of particular 
congregations. What is envisioned is a 
"grass-1·oots" movement within the Church 
in the interest of Missions, with Christians 
a11 over America cooperating together to 
contact elderships to . suggest and encour
age a yearly special drive for the support 
of Missions. 

The dimensions of the possibility are 
staggering! By such a coordinated effort, 
literally tens of millions of dollars could be 
made available for the preaching of the 
Word to the world. Instead of missionaries 
travelling around pleading for support, 
churches would be looking for works and 
persons to support. 

The dynamics are simple. In the days 
and weeks ahead, hundreds of Christians 
will be writing, calling, visiting and pray-

The Divorce-Remarriage Issue 
A recent Gallup Poll surveyed the atti

tudes of Americans toward divorce. They 
gave them four options and asked which 
one most nearly represented their view: 

1. Divorce should be avoided under 
all circumstances. 

2. Divorce should be avoided except 
in extreme circumstances. 

3. Divorce is painful, l:>ut preferable 
to maintaining an unhappy mar
riage. 

4. Undecided. 
The general population responded with 

10% for (1), 40% for (2), 45% for (3), 
and 5% for (4). The younger age levels 
have a much more liberal attitude than the 
general population: 9% for (1), 33% for 
(2), 54% for (3), and 4% for (4). An
other interesting breakdown concerns peo
ple with a college background: 4% for 
(1), 37% for (2), 55% for (3), 4% for 
( 4). This all indicates that our better edu
cated and younger generation have bought 
the hedonistic way of life. The fourth re
sponse is based, totally, on the animal prin
ciple of pain and pleasure; when it says 
divorce is painful, but preferable to main
taining an unhappy marriage. Interesting, 
in contrast, is the drastic difference be
tween those surveyed who read the Bible 
at least once a day. They were 24% more 
conservative than the national average. 
Also, men were more conservative than 
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ing in behalf of this task. On radio, on 
T.V., in bulletins, and in mail-outs; at 
summer camps, in retreats, and at special 
meetings the opportunity will be shared 
and encouraged. It will be suggested that 
October be designated WORLD HAR
VEST month, with sermons and Bible 
classes pinpointing the need of the world 
for Christ. It will also be indicated that 
congregations could benefit by setting aside 
some time during the month for prayer 
and fasting in the interest of WORLD 
HARVEST for Christ. All of this would 
culminate in a generous outpouring of ma
telial things to support the sending forth 
of the gospel to the lost. Each Church 
would then make its own choice as to how 
these funds should be used in spreading 
the "good news" of salvation. In the weeks 
prior to the special contribution, ample in
formation would be supplied about needs 
and opportunities in Missions so that those 
without a present commitment would have 
a basis for a selection. 

One thing more. The success of this 
dream depends on a "grass-roots" partici
pation. There is no budget for printing; 
there is no fund available for advertise
ment; there are no big names or large 
Churches that will be used to push ••• 
only members all over responding because 
they believe this is the kind of thing we 
should be doing. Will you help get the 
word out? If you do, this plan will succeed 
and souls will be saved and the death of 
Jesus will have increased benefit through
out all mankind. 
Pepperdine Univ., Malibu, CA 90265 

BRUCE WADZECK 

women in their attitudes toward divorce. 
There is an increasing drift in the Amer

ican society toward a more liberal hedo
nistic attitude toward divorce and mar
riage. In my opinion, the brotherhood is 
far too absorbed in the remarriage ques
tion and too little involved in preventive 
medicine. The simplest solution to the re
marriage issue is to decrease the amount 
of divorces. We will never eliminate the 
problem of remarriage, especially in the 
world, but we could channel our energies in 
that direction. It appears to me that the 
brotherhood has gotten so involved in try
ing to legislate on remarriage situations, 
it is ignoring God's position on divorce. In 
Malachi 2:16, it reads "I hate divorce, says 
the Lord ... " Have even the most conser
vative brethren on the remarriage issue 
taken too liberal an attitude on divorce? 

Have we missed Jesus' point to the 
Pharisees in the gospel accounts. There is 
so much emphasis on the "except for forni
cation" clause that many appear not to get 
Jesus' point-"Therefore, what God has 
joined together, let man not separate." 
Haven't we overstepped our prerogative to 
advise divorce in any situation? I am 
afraid most of my brethren would have 
taken the viewpoint on the Gallup Poll 
which said, "Divorce should be avoided ex
cept in extreme circumstances." Thinking 

(Continued on page 11) 

Influence-Powerful Attribute 
of a Christian's Life 

BOYD WILLIAMS 

The power of influence is staggering. 
Astronomers, watching the peculiar be
havior of the planet Uranus, deducted that 
it must be under the influence of another 
planet. Thus convinced, they pointed their 
great telescope in the correct direction and 
discovered the planet Neptune. 

Influence is defined as that moral or 
spiritual force, power or capacity by which 
we have an effect upon a person, condi
tion or development. Jesus refers to the in
fluence we exert as the ''light of the 
world," and as the "salt of the earth." 
Paul has in mind the same thing when he 
refers to the Christians of Corinth as 
"epistles, seen and read of all men." 

God's Word presents us with two kinds 
of influence-good and bad. Most of us are 
quick to recognize the distinction between 
the two aud are able to discern either good 
or bad influence in the lives of people with 
whom we are acquainted. Each of us are 
either a good influence or a bad influence. 
Jesus alluded to that but said it another 
way, "He that is not wi~h me is against 
me and he that gathered not with me scat
tereth abroad." 

The story is told of a man who wanted 
to test the power of influence. He sus
pended a 500 pound bar in the air held 
only by a wire cable. Then he caused that 
bar to be hit repeatedly by a cork of the 
type used as a bottle stopper. Soon the 
huge bar was moving back and forth in 
time with the swinging of the cork. So it 
is with our lives. When we repeatedly allow 
worldly things to impinge upon our Chris
tian character, no matter how small or in
significant it may seem, we soon see our 
lives as being in tune with the world rather 
than. in tune with God. Our lives truly 
march then to the beat of a different drum
mer." 

The story is told of a little girl who 
passed away. Her epitaph was, "It was 
easier to be good when she was around." 
Will our friends be able to say that of us. 
I pray that they will. 

Our influence does not die with us. It 
lives on and on. The· writer of the book of 
Revelation in the New Testament said, 
"Blessesd are they that die in the Lord, yea 
saith the Spirit, for their works do follow 
them." Long after one is dead his deeds 
and action, committed while he was alive, 
influence those who still live. Omni had 
been dead 200 years and Ahab 170 years, 
but Israel was ~till being influenced by 
them. In Micah 6:16 we are told, "For the 
statutes of Omni are kept, and all the 
works of the house of Ahab, and you walk 
in their counsels; that I should make· thee 
a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof a 
hissing: therefore ·you shall bear the re
proach of my people." 

Since all men testify that our influence 
is powerful it behooves us to pay close 
attention to our actions. Plan daily to be 
only a good influence. Start today! May 
God help you and give you strength to ac
complish so honorable a purpose. 
P.O. Box 188, Franklin, IN 46131 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

God's Wish Versus Reality 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

A brother in Virginia is unable to reconcile the fact that God 
wishes all men to be saved with the idea that today God saves 
only the baptized believers. He says: 

As I reflect upon three thousand million people in the world 
who a_re n~t eyen aw~re of the fourth 'milestone' toward 
salvatton (1e) ImmersiOn for the remission of sins I can 
only wonder about the equity of Divine reasoning that al
lows su~h a preponderal!ce of his creation to live and die, 
generatu:m after ~enerati.on, ~ithout .ever knowing that they 
a.re not m· comJ?hance With his requirements for the salva
tion that he 4es1res for each of them. The problem is further 
compounded m my mind when I observe that virtually every 
cul~ure has ~dvoca~s who are so strongly committed to 
their respective behefs that millions upon milllions are 
w~lling to die for their faith. One cannot fault such com
mitment. 

It is true that God would have all men to be saved and come to 
a knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). It is also true that God 
does not wish that any should perish but come to repen~nce 
(2 Pet. 8 9). He wished this so much that he gave his only be
gotten Son to die a painful, shameful death on Calvary to make 
satisfaction for the sins of all men. He also revealed his will 
caused it to be written and published in all the world so that ali 
men might come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved. But 
he saw fit to leave this revealed and published will in the hands 
of earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7) who are to go into all the world 
~n? preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15), because 
1t ts the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes 
(Rom. 1 :16) and is able to build up the saved and give them an 
inheritance, undefiled and that fades not away among all the 
sanctified (Acts 20 :32; 1 Pet. 1 :4). ' 

Our brother says every culture has millions who are willing to 
die for their faith and "one cannot fault such commitment." It 
seems that Paul does fault such commitment. He wrote of people 
who had a zeal for God, but it was not according to knowledge 
(Rom. 10:2). Jesus said, "And this is life eternal, that they 
should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst 
send, even .Jesus Christ" (John 17:3). And Paul said that those 
who do not know God shall suffer eternal destruction from his 
presence (2 Thess. 1 :8,9). Jesus said people are made free from 
sin by knowing the truth (John 8:32). Why did Jesus command 
his disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature if they can be saved without a knowledge of the 
gospel? Jesus knew that few would accept the gospel of the nar
row gate and the straightened way as compared with the many 
who will enter the wide gate and walk the broad way (Matt. 7:13, 
14). S? if God will save all men who do not know him, people who 
worship other gods,. just because he wishes aU men to be saved 
and is not willing that any should perish, why did he reveal and 
publish his gospel in the first place? 

Our brother is troubled because we teach that baptism is essen
tial to salvation, and there are millions who die without ever 
knowing that God wants people to be baptized. Why does he not 
have the same trouble with faith and repentance? Jesus said, 
"Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins" (John 
8:24). And all who do not repent shall perish (Luke 13:3). So if 
people who never hear of baptism for the remission of sins can 
be saved, it follows that people who never learn that they must 
believe in Christ and repent of their sins can be saved, too. And 

if this is true, it follows that all who never learn of God and 
Jesus, and who never render any obedience to God will be saved 
just because God is not willing that any should perish. Peter 
raises the question, "What shall be the end of them that obey 
not the gospel of God?" (1 Pet. 4:17). And Paul answers this 
question as directly as if he had Peter's letter before him. He 
said, the Lord shall return from heaven "rendering vengeance to 
them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal de
struction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints" (2 Thess. 
1:7-10).We are told that Jesus is the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey him (Heb. 5:9). And Jesus said, "Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 7:21). From these scriptures it is obvious that 
heaven is going to be enjoyed by people who know God and his 
Son, Jesus, and who obey his gospel; not only because they were 
baptized, but in addition to that they lived holy lives, worshipped 
God acceptably, and served the Lord with all their hearts. 

Our brother concludes his letter by saying, "I simply find it 
impossible to reconcile our position on the essentiality of baptism 
with God's desire to save all his creatures and his unwillingness 
or inability to do so." I do not deny, nor do I doubt, God's ability 
to do anything in harmony with his nature or his revealed will. 
Jesus said few will be saved, but many will be lost (Matt. 7:13, 
14). Did he intimate that God is unable to save all whom he de
sires to save? Jesus said, "These shall go away into eternal 
punishment: but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt. 25 :46). 
Will these go into eternal punishment because God did not wish 
to save them? God is not willing that any should perish, but these 
shall go away into eternal punishment. Why? Because God was 
unwilling, or unable, to save them? God wishes all men to be 
sa~ed, but in reality only a few, as compared to the many, are 
gomg to be saved. 

What is the responsibility of the Lord's church with deference 
to the millions who have never heard of God, and who do not 
know that God's Son died for them? It is still the duty of God's 
people to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
person. Men may wonder if there was not a better way for God 
to accomplish his desire. If it had been left to man to devise a 
way, he ~ight have had the angels carrying the gospel to all 
men. But man's ways are not God's ways. And man is in no posi
tion to argue with God, or to tell him he should have done differ
ently. We have been approved of God to be intrusted with the 
gospel (1 Thess. 2 :4) and it is our responsibility to preach it 
within the hearing of every man on earth in our generation. It 
is to be preached to them because they are lost in sin, and because 
the gospel is God's only power to save them. Men may think God 
should have devised some other way to save part of the lost, but 
sinful man is in no position to tell God what he should have done. 
God speaks to us today through his Son (Heb. 1:1, 2); and that 
Son said, "Except one be born of the water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). And until 
one can cite the verse that says some one can enter in some other 
manner we must "tell it like it is." 

2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO 80227 
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Stud ies In Ephesians (Bell) 1.75 
God's Spokesmen Winter s Studies In G a latia ns ( Bell) 1.75 
The Promised S11vior O.P. Spring 

Studi es In Philippians (Bell) 1.75 
Th e Mighty Words and Work. O.P. Summe r Studies In Revelation (Do vis ) 1.75 of Jesus 

Jesus, Our Best Friend O.P. Fall 
C ash Enclosed $ Amount of Order $ 

6 Jesus Finishes H is Work Winte r 
Sales Tax Where Applicable $ 

The Early Church O.P. Spring 
TOTAL $ 

Livi ng for Jesus O.P. Summer 



RE-DIGGING THE WELLS (NO. 5) 

(Cont inued from page 7) 

Because of the dangers in this approach, it 
is time we declared a moratorium on "top
ical preaching" and returned to expository 
sermons. True, they require more prepara
tion and they are less popular. However, 
they are at least legitimately Biblical. 

But there is also a third hint in v.2 con
cerning what Paul despised in pr eachers. 
He lashed out against what he calls 
"watering down" (cloloun tes) the word of 
God. The word he uses here meant, origin
ally, "to ensnare," and then by extension, 
"to cor rupt." Specifically, it signified t he 
act of adulterating gold, wine, or medicine 
(M. R. Vincent, WCNT, III, p. 310) . Such 
diluting of the gospel takes place today 
when alien systems of whatever sort are 
smuggled into our sermons and circulated 
as Truth. 

But there is a danger even more subtle : 
the danger of arbitrary preaching. 
Through ar bitrar y selectivity the Biblical 
revelation is reduced to a few chosen sec
~ions and themes, an d the full strength of 
Its message is seriously weakened. The 
only way to safeguard against the arbi
trariness of our own biases is to discipline 
ourselves as preachers to preach from the 
Old Testament, as well as f rom the New, 
from the Gospels as well as from the 
Epistles, and from Revelation as well as 
f rom the Book of Acts. The faithful stew
ard will not wilfully ignore any part of 
his Master's word. Furthermore, his great
est anxiety will be the dread of the impact 

THE DIVORCE/ REMARRIAGE ISSUE 

(Continued from page 8) 

in their mind of the "fornication clause" 
or "desertion clause". To me, the Biblical 
view on divo1·ce is to take an unco11tJ)?'O
mising stancl against all clivo1·ce. Jesus' 
point was that from the beginning, it was 
not so-meaning divorce violates our cre
ated purpose. 

Another issue that appears greatly 
overlooked in the present brotherhood dis
cussion on remaniage is Jesus' response 
to the Pharisees, "Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives because your hearts 
were hard. But it was not this way from 
the beginning." Isn't the root cause of all 
divorce the hardness of heart? This spir
itual condition has drastic effects on your 
total life style and eternal destiny. I have 
had members of the church come into my 
office full of hate and bitterness toward 
their divorced partner and say, "I have a 
scriptural r eason to remarry." My re
sponse is, "You need to r epent", since re
pentance necessitates a change of heart 
(hardness of heart) . We promote a legalis
tic righteousness when our teaching causes 
self righteous attitudes in "innocent pa r 
ties". In our discussion of the Divorce/ 
Remarriage issue, often we have talked 
about the surface issues and, in the proc-

of his own neglect. Preaching "the whole 
counsel of God" must remain the true min
ister's life-goal. 
895 Murfreesboro Rd., Nashville, 
Tenn. 37217 

ess, created a caricature of the thrust of 
Jesus' teaching. 

Let's t each our congregations to hate 
divorce and g ive them the resources to 
build dynamic, loving marriages. Let's quit 
telling nearly all divorcees they should re
main single and then walk self righteously 
away. Why not hire a divorced and single 
ex-minister to work full time with diver
cess to help them find spiritual fulfillment 
outside of marriage. After all has been 
said and done, we are going to have to 
struggle to apply God's word to the diverse 
contemporary s ituations involvi11g remar
riage. Whatever position you take, remem
ber that it isn't up to us to catch and 
exclude from the Kingdom of God, all sin
ners. "The Son of Man will send out his 
angels, and they will weed out of his King
dom everything that causes sin a nd all 
who do evil." 
2000 S. :Milwaukee, Denver, CO 80210 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

Learn to win souls in a one-year 
internship. Qualify to be a full-time 
PERSONAL WORKER or PER
SONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal 
Evangelism, Church of Christ, 3380 
Coleman Ave., P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, Tn., 38122, (901) 324 
8831 or 324-0120. NO TUITION. 

Central Ohio School For Preachers and Teachers 
Columbus, Ohio 

Two Year Course For Teachers 
Principles of Teaching 
Teaching Children 
Teaching Young People 
Teaching Adults 
History and Philosophy of Christian Education 
Educational Program of the Church 
Audlo·VIsual Aids 
Becoming Your Own Teacher 
English II 
Hermeneut lcs 

f~~Cshe~~~~ 
Denominational Doctrines I 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Christian Evidences 
Bible H istory and Geography 
O.T. Survey 
N.T. Survey 
lntertestamental Period 

Ten electives 

Appl ications Accepted NOW For 
Class Beginning September 15. 

FREE Tuition 

For Catalog and Application 

WRITE 1140 Williams Rd., Columbus, 

Ohio, 43207, or CALL 614·491·5777. 

Entering Tenth Year 

Emphasis on Practical 

Under the oversight of the 

Elders of the Will iams Road Church of Christ 

Three Year Course For Preachers 
QUARTER ONE 

English 1 
O.T. Survey 
Synoptics 
Hermeneutics 
The Church 
Greek I 

QUARTER TWO 

English II 
N.T. Survey 
Pentateuch 
Homiletics I 
Timothy & Titus 
Greek II 

QUARTER THREE 

English Ill 
Acts 
Denominational Doctrines I 
Homiletics II 
Joshua through the United Kingdom 
Greek Ill 

QUARTER FOUR 

Bible History and geography 
How We Got the Bible 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Ministerial Ethics 
Personal Evangelism 
Greek IV 

QUARTER NINE 

Great Debates 
Romans & Galatians 
Philosophy 
Peter through Jude 
OJT 

QUARTER FIVE 

Christian Evidences 
Psalms 
lntertestamental Period 
Preaching 
Church H istory I 
Hebrew I 

QUARTER SIX 

Apologetics I 
Major Prophets 
Corinthians 
Church Hi story II 
Logic I 
Hebrew II 

QUARTER SEVEN 

Apologetics II 
M inor Prophets 
Restoration Sermons 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians. 

Thessalonians, Philemon 
Logic II 
Counseling 

QUARTER EIGHT 

Hebrews & James 
Daniel & Revelation 
Proverbs & Ecclesiastes 
Educational Work of the Church 
Brotherhood Issues 
Leadership 
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BILL NICKS ACCEPTS REINf 
OF EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF 

PREACHING 

J. W. (Bill) Nicks of Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
has agreed to serve as Director of the 
East Tennessee School of Preaching and 
Missions beginning in August. He fills 
the slot left by the resignation of Clifford 
Reel who chose to return to full-time 
pulpit work. 

Bro. Nicks began preaching in 1942. 
His education was received at Fread
Hardeman College, Memphis State Uni
versity and Abilene Christian University. 

For f ive years the Nicks family served 
as Missionaries to Nigeria, another six 
years were spent in Liberia and Nigeria. 
Three years were spent teaching at Michi
gan Christian College. While preaching in 
Oak Ridge 25 years ago, Bro. Nicks h elped 
to establish the Karns congregation. For 
the last three years he has served as a 
part-time instructor for the East Tennes
see School. 

Richard A. Jones, Box 948 Hazlehurst, 
Ms. 39083: The church here is small in 
number and the only one meeting in the 
county (Copiah) . Most of the members 
drive ten and twenty miles. A daily radio 
program will begin the first of July, we 
hope th is will help open some of the 
doors for study. 

Hazlehurst is on I-55, when traveling 
to New Orleans, stop and visit with us. 

CAMPAIGN FOR SALT LAKE CITY 
SET FOR FEBRUARY 

The dates of February 2-7 have been set 
by the church in Salt Lake City for a 
campaign in which Otis Gatewood will be 
the speaker each evening in the down
town civic ' center-the Salt Lake Palace. 

Gatewood pioneered the planting of the 
church in Salt Lake City many years ago, 
and his return will mark the greatest 
effort by the church in forty years. The 
Salt Palace will seat four times the 
membereship of the church, but plans are 
being made to fill it. Nightly messages 
will be statements of Biblical truths and 
teachings especially related to the major 
beliefs of Mormons· such as: "God Was 
Once A Man," "Do Men Become Gods?" 
"Does God Speak Directly to Men To
day?" and "Should Christians Be Bap
tized For the Dead ? " 

Salt Lake City is the most unchurched 
area in the entire West, acco1·ding to 
many published r eports. Its massive pop
ulation ranks first, second, third and 
sixth in priority need among the ten most 
urgent places in the West where the gos
pel is n eeded according to Missions Bul
letin, No. 11, 1978. 

The small church in Salt Lake is ap
pealing for at least 100 skilled personal 
campaigners to join hands in the effort 
ahead of the campaign, and many more 
during the week of February 2-7. Leaders 
emphasize the fact that workers in this 
campaign will need special training for 
their task. 

For information write Church of Christ, 
662 East 1300 South, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84105. 

YELLOWSTONE-GRAND TETON 
FAMILY WEEK SCHEDULED IN 

AUGUST 

The Grand Teton National Park is the 
setting for the first of what is planned 
to be an annual family week program. 
The theme for the August 10-15 program 
is "The Christian in an Un-Christian 
World." 

Speakers include Roy H. Lanier, Sr., 
Leslie Rickerson, J. P. Sanders, Lamar 
Penick, Gary Bartholomew, Hugo Mc
Cord, Dale Larsen, Paul Methvin, Norman 
Gipson, Art Smity, Wayne Baker and 
Warren Wilcox. 

Daily classes are scheduled for all ages. 
Further information can be obtained from 
James 0. Rich, 1826 Stampede Ave., 
Cody, Wyo. 82414. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread far com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the farge ct~rton--all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and hand ling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubboc~Texas 79408 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LI FE OF A CHILD 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related instit utions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Li fe, 
Grou p Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for i11/ormatio11 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817/429-1403 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 22, 1980 



WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE,'fiME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September 1 and I will then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (tota l o f $42.95) upo n 

receipt o f the books. 

Signature-------------

-----------------------1 

Order frorn 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Name._ _______ ______ _ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

City _____ State ____ Zip _ _ _ 
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COLORADO SPRINGS OPENS NEW BUILDING 

On Aptil 6, the Eastside church opened 
its new building in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado with over 500 non-members pres
ent in the morning assembly. The 60,000-
square-foot facility will serve one of the 
fastest growing churches in the state. 

BOOKS 3-n feview 
THE ONE ANOTHER WAY. Lanelle 

Waters. Crossroads Publication. 112 
p. $3.00. 

A topical listing of all the "One Anoth
er" passages in the New Testament. 
There's excellent material here for a year's 
sermons and more on the relationships a 
Christian shares with others. We have 
never seen anything just like it. Scrip
ture references only under headings as 
burden bearing, comforting, admonishing, 
strengthening, helping, loving, forgiving, 
etc. Negative aspects are also treated 
under such headings as reproving, show
ing partiality, immorality, etc. One of the 
finest compilations of scripture we have 
seen. 

THE TIMELESS TRINITY. Roy Lanier, 
Sr., Privately published. 427 p. $9.95. 

This is the second edition of the defin
itive work on the Godhead done by the 
author a few years ago. It is scholarly, 
and a fairly exhaustive treatment of a 
much neglected area of study. The prod
uct of thir ty years of study, this book 
will cha llenge the thinking of any reader, 
and will furnish plenty of new insights 
into scriptures dimly understood by most. 
It is a beautiful, well-bound volume which 
would do credit to any library. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 
FAITH AND OPINION. Robert Pal
mer. College Press. 357 p. $13.50. 

Any time one reaches a conclusion, after 
having studied the scriptures, the conclu
sion runs the risk of being more opinion 
than faith. So much social, cultura l and 
religious bias is present in all of us it 
is next to impossible to completely sep-
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During the past 7 years 588 souls have 
been added to the kingdom at Eastside, 
and even in a very transient area the 
church has been able to r etain over 90% 
of its converts. Roy Smalling is the pulpit 
minister of the congregation. 

arate faith and opinion. That the au thor 
tries to do. His effort is somewhat slanted 
because of his background in the Christian 
church, but so is the view of everyone. 
This is the counterpart of J. D. Thomas' 
"We Be Brethren." Generally the same 
conclusions are reached, but from a dif
ferent perspective. What is by precept; 
what is precendental; what is opinion? 
He will make you think. 

THE PAPERBACK 1\IARKET 

DECIDE TO LOVE. Anthony "Tony" 
Ash. Sweet. 140 p. $2.25 

Billed as a Biblical guide to Christian 
living, this little book is a jewel box of 
essays on such themes as kindness, jeal
ousy, arrogance, rudeness, irritation, veng
ance, the joy of servanthood, the love de
cision, and others. A delightful companion. 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON MA
SON. Norman Gipson. A 2 Q. 30 p. $1.50 

Well documented answers to most asked 
questions regarding Masonry. The so-called 
secrets of the society have long since 
ceased to be secrets. Christians have ques
tioned about whether Masonry is a r elig
ion. Here are the answers, and here are 
the sources of the information. 

BELIEVING AND OBEYING JESUS 
CHRIST. John Alexander. IVP. 266 p. 
$4.95. 

The heart of the 12th annual Inter
Varsity Student Missions Convention lec
tures. They deal with the Urbana, Illinois 
missions seminar sponsored by the Inter
Varsity fellowship, and attended by 17,-
000 college students who plan to step 
from the campus into the worldwide arena 
to "proclaim the gospel." Challenging. 

THE BIBLE AND FAITH. J. D. Thomas. 
BRP. 139 p. $10.95. 

This is volume II of "Facts and Faith", 
and deals specifically with whether the 

Bible is really a revelation from God, and 
whether it can be accepted as a uthorita
tive. Internal and external evidences are 
considered and the conclusion is r eached 
that faith based on the Bible is safe an.d 
can lead to eternal life. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to linclude the prioe. 

All booka r evle"ed here may be parchued 
from the F irm Foundation Publlshinff HoiUe. 
P leaee add 70c for po.tall'e and handling on 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products Cor the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Plea.se wrl te or oa 11 !or free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. 0. Dx 8300 Ed Wilson 
Wnco, Texna 7Ml0 (81'1) 772-1104 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512 /884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

WANTED: 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS! 

Teachers needed for establ ished 

Christian school, grades 3-7 for term 

starting September. 

Immediate need for school adminis

trator/ teacher. 

Help Christian education flou rish in 

one of the nation 's growing garden 

spots. 

REDLAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

17700 S.W. 280th St. 

Homestead, FL 33030 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 22, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In th.. secUon $LOO per Une. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertlsiDK" meeting places, preachers seeking work or conPTeP
tlons seeking preachers. Also other acceptable mutter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(308) 988-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF CHEUST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 

OKINAWA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa Clty, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. &28-0536. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASKA~-~-AN........,..,C~H·ORA.GE OH11RCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., ~ E. Morgma Ave" 
U.S. 460 East Oppoalte K-Mart. Office 4'7'7-
52'71. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'76-4058. 
NOW-WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF- KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
98746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15656 16th 
Avenue N.E.. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234; Ruston, LA. 7127:-;0;..:.·----,~.,_-....,,....-----,,......""' 
S'UN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Chureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Monterrey, Mexico• Ave. Fandlelonea 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
FU=L=-L=-y.,--=s="uPPORTED MISSION~A"""'"'=&=y=--F~A""'M==I--L""'Y 
AVAILABLE to work in the U.S. Prefer city of 
30,000 to 100,000 people within 1,000 miles of Ponca 
City. Contact Missions Committee, Hartford Avenue 
Church of Christ, 1905 Joe, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
74601 or call (405) 765-3610. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 791i-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Enlllewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

B.A. Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plea11oaton, California 94508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. .Main. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-12!U, 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:65 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0!' 
P.M. 

Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ. Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Counselor Available: Graduate student of psychology 
seeking counseling position. Church member with 
pulpit experience. Write: John R. Franklin, 210 
Lucretia St., Sessler, Ill. 62884. 
Preacher desires work with coc.:..n_gr_eg_a-:t":"io-n-:-in--=E=a-s-:'t-ern
Oklahoma, East, Central Texas, Arkansas or West 
Tennessee. Have B.S. in Bible and 14¥.! years ex
perience, age 34. Phone: 817-831-1358 or (901) 885-
5176. 
Preacher Wanted: The Church of Christ in Arbird, 
Missouri is in need of a full time, sound gospel 
preacher. No anti, Liberal! or other hobbiest need 
apply. Small two bedroom nouse for preacher. Send 
complete resume to Donald Hardin, Rt. 1, Bx. 264. 
Cardwell, Misouri 63829, or call 314-654-2354. 
Small congregation in s-w-Mi8so""""Uri needs full 
time preaeher. Prefer married. Small 3 BR house 
and utilities provided, plus $215 per week. Write: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Marshfield, MO. 
65706. Or eall: Harry Price 417-329-5326 or Bob 
Lewis 417-468-3933. 
Preacher Wanted: Congregation in mission field of 
Nebraska is looking for a full time preacher with 
his support. Building is paid for and will seat around 
200. Seward, Nebraska, congregation has an attend
ance of around 30. Send all inquiries to Elton 
Albright, York College, York, Nebraska 68467. 
Miiilster AvaiJable-17 years of preaching experience: 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 45 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Freeman. 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891. 
WANT- TO-BUY.--.;.,U::sed--:-:-bo-o""'k._s_o__,f::--:-th.-e--=B=-ro"""';";th'e-r'hood-;-. 
Bob Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Texas 76539. 
512-932-3333. 

TIME IS OFTHE ESSENCE 
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
organize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR '72143. 
Black preacher would like to relocate. Preferably 
in the South. Age 45, married, three children in 
school. 29 years of preaching experience, some col
lege, good radio man and personal worker. For 
more information call (209) 264-5256 or write: 
Charles Durr Sr., 903 East Drummond Ave., Fresno, 
Calif. 93706. (Would consider starting a new con
gregation.) 
Firmly=gro=-u-n-d-=-ed-=--g-os-pe-:-l-p_r_e_ac.;..,h'e-r-v.;""'"•ith:-;--:4,....-y-ea-r-s-e-x-
perience in all phases of evangelistic church growth 
desires challenging work within reasonable commut
ing distance from college or university. Perfer active 
congregation with a genuine desire to be challenged 
to grow together in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview 
sermons available on cassette tape. Contact Jeff I. 
and Susan B. Mann, Rt. 1, Box 83, Clay City, IN 
47841. 812/939-2557. 
FOR SALE::-=: ;::2:=::0ed.;:.::r:...o_o_m--:f-ur-n.;.,i'sh'ed-.--ca'b;-;i-n-. -:7:-::5-::-0-s-q-. -:f..-t. 
on 1.16 acre lot next to Four-Corners Youth Camp 
on Dolores River in SW Colorado. Beautiful and 
cool valley, elevation 8,000. Perfect as hunting hq., 
or for vacationing in beautiful region. Contact Ben 
Porter. 1316 Avon Dr., Montrose, Co. 81401. Phones 
(303) 249-7569, 249-8202. 
The-ELDERS-at -Newto;;...,--n-.--=K;;a-n_sa_s_a_r_e_s_e-:ek;-;i~ng 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE in sending Emrene F. 
Brzozowski, evangelist. ta TAIWAN, REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA. Further information and a ner~onal 
interview may be arrancred by contacting. ELDERS, 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, 101 COLUMBUS AVE., 
NEWTON, KS. 67114: phone (316) 283-2522. 
Christian school administrator and teachers. Newly 
formed K-4th grade school. Applications being ac
ceptecl. Send resume to: Sequoia Christian School, 
137 East Morton, Porterville, Calif. 93257. Phone 
(209) 784-5498. 
AUTOS-FOR~S~A~L~E=-.-=T~h~e-f-=-o":"ll~o-w""'"ln-g--v'eb;-;i'c"les--ar---e 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.50: Cars
$48.00: Trucks-$89.00. Call for information (602) 
941-8026, Ext. 566. 

'Preacher Needed 
Fully self-supporting congregation of 120 desires 
mature, experienced minister and personal worker. 
No elders, yet. Send references and resume to 
Church of Christ, Box 854, Rock Springs, Wyoming 
82901. 

LOWER YOUR UTILITY COSTS 
A baptistry cover reduces circulating pump time, 
loss of chemicals, frequency of cleaning and con
serves water. One year. warranty and satisfaction 
llUBranteed. Send dimensions of your baptistry to 
Solarson, Inc., 1033 South Bowie, Amarillo, Texas 
79102, or call (806) 373-5·182. Billed later at the 
rate of just $1.00 per square foot. 
Help needed.. interested in writing and teaching a 
prisoner, please contact Joyce M. Davis. 427 W. 
River N-Elyira, Ohio 44035 or Mr. Cleo Price, 1726 
Pine, Detroit, Michigan 48216. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
tries to 11creen advertt•lng, and will not 
knowingly take questionable advertising. 
But It Is the reader'll re11ponslblllty to ID• 
veatlgate. Like DD7' other popt"r, we some
times unwlttlngl7 ron an unworth7 ad. 
As the old sa)'lng goes, before )'oo Invest. 
lnvestiJnttel 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 2'h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12o/0 or more · 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Temv.e, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

I 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy flowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set--all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

HEBREWS 

Price $8.95 
per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol.12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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THE FOUNDATI ON SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUS IC has just concluded 
at Hensel Memorial Camp, near Aust in. Pictured hore is a class in song 
leading, preside d over and graded by Holl and Boring, J r., ( sta nding, 
lower Rt.), To m Chapin and Holland Bo ring, Sr., (lower right). Record 
enrollment this year strained the facilit ies of the camp. Students ranged 
from 12 to 70 yoars of age. Five instructors, two assistants and 9 counselors 
comprised tho faculty, each an excollont musician in his own right. Next 
yoar's Foundation School of Music, which features Hymns of Praiso the 

IMgest and bost song book in tho brotherhood as a text, will be conducted 

June 8- 19, 198 1. 
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The Blight of Secularism 

Secularism is worldwide. It is exemplified in its 
purest essence perhaps by the totally material concept 
embodied in soviet communism, and to1a slightly lesser 
degree by Chinese secular philosophy. In its final 
analysis it makes man God, and attributes things to 
natural happenings without alternative. 

America has shifted strongly toward the secularism 
of the rest of the world. While America disdains most 
of what Communism stands for, our people have fallen 
gullibly into the trap that made communistic nations 
what they are-the trap of secular naturalism. More 
and more we are becoming a nation of anti-super
naturalists. Our educational systems are geared to ex
plaining everything in the one dimension of natural 
cause and effect. All that is, is the result of changes 
that have occurred and all that will be, will come as a 
result of changes that will come. Nothing is permanent. 
Nothing is eternal. The present moment means every
thing, and neither past nor f uture are really important. 
Science, with its ability to effect change, is viewed as 
ultimate reality. 

What a tragedy it would be for our nation to slide 
any further into the philosophy that all essence is vis
ible, and that the invisible and spiritual is nothing but 
a myth. This concept would rob the world of absolutes 
and make the situation our ten commandments, situa
tion ethics our moral code, and existentialism our gos
pel. It would plunge us into a meaningless wandering 
from nowhere to nowhere. If man is here solely because 
of the action and interaction of finite forces, and if he 
is governed solely by them, and in the end will be re
moved by them, then nothing under heaven is sacr ed, 
and every moral system we have is open to question and 
experimental change. Every institution in our society 
is but a moment in the evolutionary process. Nothing 
is sacred and noth ing is sin. 

No society is able to set aside objective absolutes and 
advance. The second law of thermo-dynamics holds that 
no self contained system winds itself up. We can't even 
have perpetual motion. How does society arrive at the 
conclusion that it can, unaided and undirected, rise to 
greater heights? Man finds that when he is divorced 
from God that does not solve his problems; it but mul
tiplies them. 

When a society turns from theism to secularism it 
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changes the entire value system. Society acts different
ly. It even looks differently. It actually dresses differ
ently. The entire culture changes. Restraints of all 
kinds are thrown off. Abominable life styles become 
simply alternates. As life is robbed of its meaning and 
worth, human life becomes expendable and human 
dignity is humiliated. And nobody cares. Why should 
they? There is no one left to define truth. 

The blight of secularism is strong upon the land. 
Having dismissed God, and ridiculed the idea of an 
Incarnate Wor d, much less a resurrection from the 
dead, we are left with nothing but the dry husk of 
happenstance. If we are what secularism teaches that 
we are, then there is absolutely no gospel of any kind 
for our age. Hope is crucified on the cross of self-in
dulgence. 

Secularism limits all things by time, making histo
ricity the measuring stick for everything. Modern 
Physics, Biology, the Social Sciences, including Psy
chology and Psychiatry postulate the explanation of all 
things upon the basis of time effected change and in
terpersonal relationships. This is why it is so danger
ous for Christians to patronize non-Christian coun
selors. 

Secularism replaces Divine sovereignty with absolute 
autonomy for man, and ends up preaching the doctrine 
of the hopelessness of human self-hood. 

The denial of transcendant intervention projects 
man into a boundless ocean of chance and uncontrollable 
circumstance in which there is no Rock of Ages to 
which he can cling. It leaves him adrift-rootless and 
anchorless-upon a sea of hopeless uncertainty. No 
validity remains for any kind of faith. Man is left a 
floating chip upon the sea of accident with absolutely 
no control over his direction or his destiny. Life is 
robbed of its transcendant supports, and left a helpless 
pawn, bearing out the Biblical statement that "it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his st eps". He is left 
without purposeful course, meaningful reason for be
ing or ultimate destiny other than obl ivion . It is not a 
sign of smartness to be an atheist. 
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The Lord's Supper 
The Jewish Passover was instituted on 

the fourteenth .day of the month Abib 
marking the end of 430 years of Egyptian 
slavery. The word passover itself means 
"sparing." That is, it commemorates God's 
judgment of the Egyptians and the spar
ing of his people, Israel. 

On the first Passover, every first-born 
male of both man and animal died 
with the exception of those which had 
been redeemed with sacrifice and the ap
propriate exhibition of blood upon the ex
teriors of the Israelites' dwellings. The 
Passover was to be eaten in great haste. 
footwear was to be worn, staff was to be 
in hand, bread was to be unleavened. Bit
ter herbs were eaten to symbolize the 
bitterness of that which was being left 
behind. 

The first Passover night was the night 
of the Lord's vigil over his people Israel. 
It was necessary for the entire community 
of Israel to observe it. None could be ex
cluded. According to the Lord's own 
promise, "when I see the blood, I will 
spare." This event was to be commemo
rated as an everlasting ordinance for the 
generations to come. To the Jew this year
ly feast reverberated with intense passions 
of freedom, deliverance, and salvation to 
the people of God but judgment upon all 
enemies. 

There was born to the virgin Mary, in 
Bethlehem of Judea, a son-her firstborn. 
And like all first-born males, he must be 
redeemed. His life belongs to God. Yet, 
in lieu of sacrificing their son, Mary and 
Joseph provided an animal sacrifice as 
the Law allowed in order to redeem the life 
of their child, Jesus. This redemption by 
sacrifice was practiced by every parent 
in behalf of their first-born son. This act 
of redemption accomplished by Mary and 
Joseph in Jerusalem echoes the first Pass
over night when God redeemed the first
born of Israel with sacrificial blood. This 
child, Jesus, when grown to manhood, 
would return to Jerusalem. At that time 
he would come not to be redeemed but to 
redeem mankind. 

The Passover was one of the three great 
pilgrimage festivals in Judaism of Jesus' 
day. All Jews were required to present 
themselves before the Lord at one of these 
great feasts each year in Jerusalem. The 
Jews' expectations for the Messiah's ap
pearance grew to unequaled heights dur
ing the Passover season. In their hearts 
it was felt that this would be the time 
that God would choose to send his de
liverer, just as centuries before he had 
sent his savior, Moses. At the Passover 
meal, a place was set for Elijah. His ap
pearance was anticipated on the feast 
night at which time he would announce 
the arrival of the Messianic King who 
would restore Israel's national sovereign
ty and uproot all of Israel's enemies from 
their oppression of God's inheritance. 

Only a week prior, Jesus had entered 
Jerusalem on a donkey amid hails of 
"Hosannah to the Son of David." All the 
Gospel writers indicate that Jesus under
stood as the night of Passover approached 
that "his time had now come." At least 
two and possibly three Passovers Jesus 
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had observed during his public ministry 
prior to this one. This one, however, would 
be different. Now God's work would reach 
its consummation in his ministry. Luke 
purposely reveals Jesus' awareness and 
concern that his goal must be reached in 
Jerusalem on this Passover. "It cannot 
be," said Jesus, "that a prophet should 
perish outside Jerusalem." The Lord gave 
command to his disciples to enter 
Jerusalem and to make preparations there 
for the Passover in an upper room. 

As Jews assembled themselves through
out Jerusalem to commemorate the 
"sparing" of God and the redemption of 
the first-born sons, each son of Jacob was 
to regard himself as one who was led from 
Egyptian bondage. This event of salvation 
so long ago was to be appropriated to 
themselves in the present and was to be 
made their salvation. There was to be a 
collective memory of salvation for the peo
ple of God. More personally, there was to 
be an individual appropriation of salva
tion for every son of Israel. 

To enable the Jews to participate and to 
share in the experience of this salvation 
event, the Law demanded that in every 
household the story of the Exodus and 
the "sparing" be told anew each year (Ex. 
13 :8-10). Thus the Passover was a re
newal in the minds of the Jews of hope 
that God would again act in history to 
restore, deliver, and vindicate his people. 
On Passover eve, the language of the 
covenant was foremost in the mind of 
every Jew: "I will be to you a God-you 
will be to me a people." 

As Jesus and the twelve reclined at 
supper in the upper room, Jesus revealed 
the intensity of his emotions and purpose 
in eating his last Passover: "I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will 
not eat it again until it finds fulfillment 
in the kingdom of God" (Lk. 22 :14-16). 
The unleavened bread was present-the 

wine--the bitter herbs-yes, and the 
lamb was present as well: even the Lamb 
of God. 

At this Passover meal, there was sup
per fellowship-that which one enjoys 
with friends, united in purpose, in love. 
There was a sharing of a common cup
unsurpassed as a symbol of intimacy. In 
this setting, Jesus held the bread and 
sp9ke of it as his own flesh. He distributed 
it and encouraged each one present to 
partake of it. Then in his hand he held the 
cup of wine and spoke of a new covenant 
which the cup would symbolically inau
gurate. The contents of the cup, he said, 
was his blood which would be poured out 
for many with a view to the forgiveness 
of sins. 

Passover eve heightened the sense of 
hope for those of the covenant family. 
Not long prior to this night, Jesus had 
discussed with Israel's first savior, Moses, 
and with the welcomed Passover guest, 
Elijah, his own exodus which he was soon 
to bring about in Jerusalem (Lk. 9:31). 
In this room on this Passover night there 
was present God's appointed Savior. He 
spoke of an exodus which would establish 
a new covenant relationship. In speaking 
of a new covenant, sealed symbolically by 
this cup, shared by all present, Jesus pro
claimed the covenant hope envisioned by 
Jeremiah (Jer. 31 :31-34). 

Just as the Passover had significance 
only because it pointed to one who has 
power both to judge and to spare--to en
slave and to liberate-to kill and to give 
life, so may it be with us as we com
mune in the Lord's supper. It is not the 
bread and the wine themselves that hold 
significance for us. Rather, their signifi
cance is seen in that one to which they 
point---Jesus. The feeding upon the bread 
and the wine mean nothing if there is not 
present individually the inclination of will 
and mind to make one's entire life-way a 
feeding upon, an absorption, and an as
similation of Jesus himself (Jno. 6:63-57). 

In the Lord's supper, the redeeming ac-
(Continued on page 11) 

What Has Happened to All Your Joy? .JOHN .J. WRIGHT 

One cannot help but notice as he reads 
the "fruits of the Spirit" (Galatians 6:20) 
that "joy" is number two-second after 
"love" and followed by "peace." Yet, as 
we look into the eyes of some, it is diffi
cult to find evidence of that joy-if it's 
there at all. We become curious to know 
if there is also an absence of "love" and 
"peace." 

Perhaps, in the place of joy, one is bur
dened down with guilt of long-past trans
gressions ... or fear that he hasn't done 
everything "just right" and will "miss 
the mark" with God ... or maybe even hos
tility toward God because of the feeling 
that God has given him a "raw deal" de
priving him of many pleasures of life. 
Never-the-less, he plugs on meticulously 
to assure that his misery "pays off" in the 
"sweet by 'n by." Often joy is present at 
the beginning of the Christian life . . . 
'then it is no more. And we ask, "What 
happened to your joy?" 

That is exactly the question asked the 

Galatians (4:16). And the answer was 
found in the disease that had overcome the 
faith of those in Galatia. Their Chris
tianity had degenerated into "law keep
ing" rather than "Lord loving." The 
gospel they had received had become per
verted so that it was now "no gospel at 
all" (1:7). "Are you so foolish?" Paul 
questions. "After beginning wi~h the 
Spirit, are you now trying to attam per
fection by human effort?" (3 :3). "Do you 
wish to be enslaved . . . all over again'?" 
(6:16). "The only thing tlutt counts is 
faith expressing itself in love." (6:6). 
"What counts is a new creation." (6:16). 

What about YOUR life? What of YOUR 
joy? Does Paul have something to say to 
YOU? "It is for freedom that Christ has 
set us free." (6 :1). "If you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under law." (6:18). 
"Stand firm, then, and do not let your
selves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery." (6:1). AMEN! 
6420-18th Ave S., Richfield, MN 65423 
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God's Grace to the Poor 
.J. C. BAILEY 

In the June 17, 1980 issue of the Firm Foundation, there is 
an article by Roger E. Dickson entitled the PLIGHT OF THE 
POOR. I am not well informed in regard to world conditions as 
he is but I have spent the last 17 years mostly in India and I 
suppose I have been in at least 1,000 Indian villages besides 
the big cities so I know the truth, only too well, of the things 
he tells about India. 

My purpose is not to elaborate on the conditions that beggars 
description but to tell the advantages that the poor have in the 
plan of God. The poor have a great place in the plan of God. They 
have a great part to play in the salvation of the world. We can
not study all these advantages in one article but we shall pursue 
a few of them. 

Let us first look at James 2:5: "Hearken, my beloved )>reth
ren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the world to be 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to 
them that love him." It is the great truth that this verse con
tains that made possible the Restoration Movement in this coun
try. The great harvest took place when Walter Scott took the 
gospel out unto the frontier. In the villages of India the people 
respond to the gospel where they are poor. There is no great 
harvest among the well to do. (There are well to do people in 
India.) The Indian people that come to America usually prosper 
and they are no easier to teach than other people. True, there 
are some notable exceptions to this, but if we depended on the 
rich or even the middle class people to be converted to Christ, 
then the number of converts would be slim indeed. Thank God 
that James 2:Q is still true in India and in every emerging nation 
on earth. 

The very name of Christ signifies that the gospel is to be 
preached to the poor: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be
cause he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor-to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." Jesus is here quoting 
from the prophecy of Isaiah and he applies this to himself. The 
word "Christ" means "anointed." So whenever we use the word 
"Christ" we are bearing testimony to the fact that the gospel 
is to be preached to the poor and James told us that the gospel 
can be proclaimed to the poor by the poor. James says that in a 
special sense they are the heirs of the kingdom. 

John the Baptist had been cast into prison. It seems that some 
doubt had arisen in his mind as to whether Jesus of Nazareth 
was really the Messiah. He proposed this question: " •.• Art 
thou he that cometh or look we for another?" To prove his min
istry Jesus had this to say: " ... Go tell John the things which 
ye hear and see: the blind received their sight, and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good tidings preached to them." 
If it was the proof of the true ministry of Christ then that the 
gospel was preached to the poor, is it not true that the gospel 
should now be preached to the poor? If not, why not? 

Let us look at another Scripture: " ... And the common peo
ple heard him gladly." Mark 12:37. It was true then and it is 
true now. Let us not overlook the place of the poor in the drama 
of God. I have known people that were not rich but they were 
not poor either, that actually opposed the poor obeying the 
gospel. 

If we are going to reject the poor then we would have to re
ject the Christ as he lived on this earth: " •.. And Jesus said 
unto them, the foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 
Then we read of the Son of God: "For ye know the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich." 

Instead of the riches being a blessing they can become a curse; 
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let us for a moment think about a young man that came to 
Jesus. He was a good man for when Jesus told him to keep 
the commandments, he replied: ". . . All these things have I 
observed from my youth." He was such a fine character that the 
Scriptures add: "And Jesus looking on him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest; go sell whatsoever thou hast 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come follow me." (Here was a young man of fine moral 
character Jesus wanted him as a personal follower. He gave him 
a personal invitation as he had before given to Peter, Andrew, 
James and John as well as others. The call was rejected. Why? 
"But his countenance fell at the saying, and he went away sor
rowful: for he had great possessions." His earthly possessions 
stood before him and service to the Master. Let us heed the 
warning of the Master: ". . • Children how hard it is for them 
that trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God." Mark 10:24. 

From the Psalms we are taught the following: "Blessed is 
he that considereth the poor: Jehovah will deliver him in the day 
of evil. Jehovah will preserve him and keep him alive, and he 
shall be blessed upon the earth; and deliver not thou him unto the 
will of his enemies." I would like to suggest right here that we 
have the men in India that can teach their fellow poor Indian 
but this will advance much faster if we consider the fact of 
their poverty. We can help them to get the tracts they need. We 
can help them get the Bible Correspondence courses they need. 
We can help them to travel far and wide with the message. 

I am persuaded that we can make a very apt application of 
Psalms 113 :7, 8. "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lifteth up the needy from the dunghill; that he may sit with 
princes, even with the princes of the people." Some day when 
we have learned that Peter told the truth in Acts 10:34, 35, then 
people from India, from Nigeria, and many other poor nations 
will be recognized along with Campbell, Scott, Stone, etc, as the 
great preachers of the Restoration movement. 

Let us now learn from the Proverbs a few lessons that have 
to do with the poor. We can well consider Proverbs 13 :7. "There 
is that maketh himself rich yet hath nothing: There is that 
maketh himself poor, yet hath great wealth." I stood by a church 
building a few days ago. A brother told me what their annual 
payment on the building was. It was about 80% of what is spent 
by Brothers Scott and myself, through the Raytown elders to 
evangelize India. 

As we attempt to evangelize the POOR nations we should re
member this promise: "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto Jehovah, and his good .deed will he pay him again." So to 
give to the poor should not be looked upon as charity but 
rather as an eternal investment. 

We can well heed this solemn warning as we consider our 
duty to break the bread of life to the poor: "Whoso stoppeth 
his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry and not be 
heard." The way to prosperity is the road that leads to the 
poor: "He that giveth to the poor shall not lack; but he that 
hideth his eyes shall have many a curse." 

We have long eulogized the WORTHY woman. You will note 
that among her many attributes: "She stretcheth out her hand 
to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy." 

What a challenge we have today. More people will obey the 
gospel NOW than ever in the history of the world. These teeming 
millions that will obey the gospel are among the poor nations of 
the earth. We need to study our God given duty. Let us not 
forget that "he that giveth to the poor lendeth to Jehovah." Let 
us lay up treasures in heaven. It is a better investment than any 
we can make on the Stock Market. 
110 6th Ave. S.E., Weyburn, Sask. Canada S4H 1 Y8 
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The Fog and the Chasm 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

Lack of faith is the blinding fog that comes between man's 
vision and eternal verities. Sin is the vast chasm that separates 
man from God. The fog may appear, and become more dense, or 
it may burn off and disappear. The chasm is always there. 
Periods of doubt may ebb and flow in an ever present world of 
sin. The pain of a lack of faith is an evidence that man was 
created for faith. The shame which is brought on by sin is an 
evidence that man was created for the glory of God. 

Any gospel for the good of mankind must of necessity be good 
news by the very definition of the word GOSPEL. It must 
contain good news for the sinner and the unbeliever. The depth 
of its empathy will always be the measure of its power. The 
gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation because it 
does not condemn doubt as if it were sin, nor does it deny sin as 
if it were merely an illusion of doubt. Both to doubters and to 
sinful the gospel of Christ speaks the message of divine love. 
Such a love is revealing in that it pierces the fog with rays of 
light and brings clearness and joy to the confused and darkened 
spirit. Such a love is redeeming in that it builds a bridge across 
the chasm of separation and leads the guilty conscience back 
into peace and harmony with God. 

An age of doubt is an ephemeral phase of a sinful world. 
There will always be an element of doubt in the world, just as 
there is always some moisture in the air. Doubt acts the same 
as moisture-at certain times and in certain places this moisture 
is increased and comes together in the form of clouds and fog. 

There may be certain stages and conditions of human thought 
in which the difficulties of believing are multiplied and grow 
more darkening. The soul may seem to be enclosed by a more 
limiting horizon. Things that are near may appear larger in the 
fog. Things that are distant may be lost to view. The atmosphere 
in which the spirit moves may be heavy and bewildering. Souls 
may become confused, hesitant, doubtful, and even despondent 
as regards everything that lies beyond the reach of the senses. 
Doubt, always present though diffused, may become so thick and 
overshadowing that it obscures the age. 

There are certain intellectual causes which seem to have led 
to an increase in doubt the last· several years. We have observed 
the qualities which have characterized it-qualities for the most 
part sympathetic and hopeful-its reverence for the questioned 
faith, its deep unrest and sorrow, its loyalty to ethical ideals; 
and of the gospel which it needs, the gospel of Christ clearly re
vealing the reality and Fatherhood of God, the freedom and re
sponsibility of man, and the immortality of the soul. 

Any age of doubt must and will pass. We are hopeful that one 
is already passing, and we are entering upon a new era of faith. 

There is a renaissance of religion. Young people are going 
from house to house announcing that they are Christians and 
inviting their neighbors to come into their homes for fellowship 
and Bible study. Spiritual instincts and cravings assert them
selves and demand their rights. The loftier aspirations, the 
larger hopes of mankind, are leading the new generation which 
has been sickened and disillusioned by promiscuity and drug 
experimentation forward as souls who advance to a noble con
flict and a glorious triumph, under the captaincy of the Christ 
that was and is to be. 

The discoveries of science once deemed hostile and threatening 
to Christianity, are in process of swift transformation into the 
materials of a new defense of the faith. If the scientist starts 
looking for answers to a problem with the wrong mental set, 
he invariably comes to the wrong answer unless he is objective. 
In the spiritual realm, mankind has been approaching the throne 

of God with the wrong mental sets and have come away with 
the wrong answers. And so, men have believed in the righteous
ness of wars, on both sides. Many doctrines have been taught 
which have since been proven wrong. One will always have some 
mental set. It is important to have the right one. A young scien
tist is trained in scientific reasoning. Scientific reasoning con
sists in the mental sets which have been found necessary to good 
scientific theory. The most important one that the scientist has 
is that the universe is lawful. One of the most important mental 
sets that one must have if he is to gain insight into the spiritual 
law is that the universe is friendly because created by our 
heavenly Father. Just as no greater happiness comes to the 
scientist than to gain a new insight into the laws of nature, so 
no greater joy can come to the "spiritual scientist" than to learn 
more of God. 

The achievements of commerce and social organization have 
made new broad h~ghways around an ever shrinking world for 
the onward march of the believing host. Already we can discern 
the brightness of another great age of faith. But an age of 
faith, when the fog of doubt is dissolved and driven away, is 
always the time when the chasm of sin is most clearly visible. 

Souls that are most sure of the reality of God and life after 
death are always those who feel most deeply their separation 
from him and their guilty sinfulness in his sight. The evil that 
is in their own hearts presses upon them more heavily, the more 
clearly they realize the actual existence of the spiritual realm 
and its eternal significance. The evil that is in the world does not 
disappear nor change, through all the peregrinations, the dark
ening and dissolving of a lack of faith in regard to its origin, 
nature and meaning. It remains an unalterable fact in human 
experience. The interpretation which religious faith gives to it 
merely intensifies the necessity of a divine salvation from it. 

Those who have obeyed the gospel ·for an age of doubt are 
those who feel most keenly the need of the gospel for a world of 
sin. There cannot be two gospels. There is no essential difference 
between the teaching which Christianity has for one age and 
that which it has for another. It is always the glad tidings of the 
personal Christ, the revealer and Son of God and the savior of 
men. The application of this doctrine is as wide and various as 
human need and longing, hope and fear, sorrow and sin. 

To those who are doubtful and confused and have lost the sense 
of things spiritual, the divine voice says, "This is my beloved 
Son, hear him." Lk. 9:35. To those who are sinful and sorrow
ful, upon whom a sense of evil has come like an intolerable 
burden, the same voice says, "Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. These two ele
ments of the gospel are interwoven and inseparable. Christ 
could not take away the sin of the world unless he were the Son 
of God. Christ would not be the divine savior unless he took 
away the sin of the world. Christ saves us from doubt because he 
is the revelation of God. Christ is the revelation of God because 
he saves us from sin. 

"God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." Rom. 5 :8. Christ did not come 
to preach this gospel. He came to live it, and to .die for us. It 
was when the Apostles had seen Him delivered for their of
fenses and raised again for their justification that they began 
to understand and to preach this gospel for a world of sin. Ever 
since that time it has but one message: "Through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." Acts 
10:43 
4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 
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"Real Life" at College 
One day early in the fall semester at 

college a Christian girl saw another girl 
crying on the band practice field. The 
reason? She bad wanted to be accepted 
into one of the sororities on campus and 
bad gone through "rush," but no sorority 
had asked her to join. One of her biggest 
hopes for college bad been crushed just 
as college was beginning. 

In his first year at college, a Christian 
guy had dating struggles, saw a divorce 
brewing between his parents, lost a close 
friend in a car wreck, saw his brother 
losing his spiritual direction, was trying 
to cope with some difficult schoolwork, 
and near the end of the year was diag
nosed as having a brain tumor requiring 
immediate surgery. 

A girl who was sincerely studying the 
Bible and trying to determine God's will 
for her life was asked by her friends in 
the dorm to go to a local lounge for'drinks 
at the same time a church activity was 
scheduled. 

A guy hit a car in the dorm parking 
lot, having no insurance and about $20.00 
to his name. This same guy got married 
halfway tbroqgb his second year in college. 
A month or two later he seriously injured 
his knee playing basketball and bad to 
have surgery on it. A few months later he 
discovered that his wife was going to have 
a baby. 

A girl was seriously dating a guy in her 
home town when she went to college, but 
then became interested in other guys at 
school. 

Have you been thinking all along that 
college is nothing but throwing frisbees 
and watching football games, discussing 
politics and philosophy, getting dates 
easily and having easy courses? If you 
do, how do you think you would handle 
some of these real situations I have de
scribed? 

It's not a foregone conclusion that you 
will face a tragedy while you are in col
lege, or that you will have no fun and a 
load of troubles or that all of your dreams 
will come tumbling down. College life 
usually offers new ideas, exciting experi
ences, and meaningful relationships. 

But even though college is a new place 
without the same problems you've been 
facing, that doesn't mean you won't have 
any problems at all. There are some reali
ties about college you will have to face. 

You will be on your own, making your 
own decisions about your time, your be
havior, your interests, and the friends you 
make. 

You will be carrying a lot of responsi
bility to apply your self well in your 
schoolwork and to see that all the details 
of college (registration, fee payment, 
housing assignment, book buying, etc.) are 
completed as they should be. 
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You will probably have your faith chal
lenged in some way. It may not be from a 
professor who ridicules Christianity, but 
it may be from the person next door in the 
dorm who offers you a drink, a marijuana 
cigarette, or a look at a magazine. Your 
faith may survive a professor's sarcasm, 
but will it survive a temptation to sin? 

I know I am making college sound like 
a bad, scary, and threatening place. To the 
extent that real life is that way, it is. 
This is the main idea I am trying to get 
across. Coiiege is "real life" in many 
ways, which means it bas its joys and 
sorrows, its hopes and disappointments, 
its successes and failures. 

And please don't make the mistake of 
thinking, "Oh, I won't have to face all 
that-l'm going to a Christian college." 
Ask the dean of students at a Christian 
college whether any alcohol, marijuana, or 
lewd magazines show up on campus. Ask 
yourself if you really doubt that you'll be 
tempted to sin at a Christian college. 
Satan works on Christian colleges (where 
we 'think we stand') as well as secular 
coiieges. Christian coiieges certainly have 
their strong points and advantages; but 
wherever you go, trials and temptations 
will be there. The responsibility is on your 
shoulders. 

Is there a way to handle it all? There 
certainly is! Christians can emerge from 
college much stronger in faith by handling 
situations well. Your college years can 
be ·filled with unequaled joys, the closest 
relationships you may ever have, and the 
thrill of knowing Christ as your Lord. But 
like anything of value in this life, you will 
have to work at it. Here are some ways 
that will help: 

Feed your mind on faith-building things. 
Study the Bible daily and personally, not 
just for classes. Read books and maga
zines that will strengthen your faith and 
not tempt you to sin. When some people 
go to coiiege, they rarely read .the Bible, 
fill their minds with worldly things, and 
leave the skeptical questions they bear un
answered. Then they are surprised when 
they find themselves farther from God. 

Associate with strong Christians. "Bad 
company corrupts good morals" (1 Cor. 
15:33). You will tend to take on the habits 
of those with whom you associate ,and it 
won't work to leave your friendships to 
chance. Satan doesn't work that way, so 
why should you? If you go to a state 
school, get involved with the campus min
istry of the local congregation. If you at
tend a Christian college, seek out students 
who seek first the kingdom of God. Don't 
wait for the church to find you-tell them 
you're there! Get to know the preacher, 
an elder, a Christian faculty member, or 
another active saint. Ask him or her for 
advice and discuss the things of God with 
that person and others. Only in this way 

will you be strong enough to survive and 
be a positive influence for Christ. 

A void sin. Many rock music records that 
are popular today only serve to implant 
sinful thoughts and lessen one's spirituali
ty. Avoid them! You may have to read a 
shocking book for one of your classes. Dis
cuss your beliefs with your professor with 
all respect for him, and keep reading your 
Bible so Satan won't get ahead. Don't let 
yourself be pushed into circumstances or 
places where sin is all around you and 
"easier" to commit. The Lord does not 
allow us to be tempted beyond what we 
can bear, and he does provide a way of 
escape (1 Cor. 10:13). The next verse says 
"Therefore, flee from idolatry!" That's 
the way of escape-get out of there! Some 
of the bitterest last words are, "I'm strong 
enough to handle it." 

View college as a way to grow, and thank 
God for it. Peter told his readers that they 
suffered trials "so that your faith may be 
proved genuine" (1 Pet. 1:7, NIV). What 
kind of faith would we have if, wherever 
we went, all the beer cans miraculously 
went dry and ail the magazine pages sud
denly went blank? What if we never lost a 
loved one or never had to make a tough 
decision? That may sound pretty good, 
but soon our faith would be flabby and 
useless. 

James says "the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance" which suggests 
that only as we face trials and come 
through them successfully do we really 
grow in faith. If you want to grow in 
faith and become a stronger and more 
fruitful Christian, thank God that he al
lows you to be tested. It may not be easy 
or pleasant at times, but the kingdom will 
be the better for it if you lean on the 
Father. 

I believe it is very rare that a strong 
Christian goes to college and loses his 
faith. I believe that college, like life at any 
stage, can point up the true status of a 
person's faith. A person who is truly dedi
cated to God can remain faithful to the 
church and grow closer to the Lord at the 

-same college where a person with weak 
faith slowly gives in and becomes useless 
to the kingdom. It is easier to blame our 
circumstances than to blame our own 
failings, but most of the time the fault 
lies, as Shakespeare said, "not in our 
stars, but in ourselves." 

John says, "The one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world." 
If Christ is really in you and you are truly 
in. Christ, th~n yo~r time in coiiege, even 
with all of 1ts trials, can give you the 
fulfillment of your highest and noblest 
dreams, "and may result in praise, glory, 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed." 

Campus Minister, University Student 
Center, Highway 6 West, Oxford Miss. 
38655 ' 
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Gospel Preaching: 

Re-Digging the Wells (6) 
THE REAL THING 

(Part Two) 
In seeking to reopen the wells of Biblical 

preaching a Biblical model was found in 
2 Cor. 4:1-6 which profiled for us {1) the 
source, (2) the subject, and (8) the scope 
of authentic apostolic preaching. That 
Biblical model (Part One) revealed that 
the source for authentic preaching is the 
Word of God; that the subject for au
thentic preaching is the Gospel of the 
glory of Christ; and that the scope is pure 
truth covering the whole counsel of God. 

However, Paul's self-portrait of his 
preaching goes farther. He speaks in 2 
Cor. 4:1-6 of the design of his preaching, 
i.e., its objective and reason for existence. 
With power he candidly answers the ques
tion, why preach? What is to be expected 
from the sermon? 

The Significance: Demands a Verdict 
(2 Cor. 4:5) 

Paul indicates the goal of authentic 
preaching when he declares, "For we do 
not preach ou'rselves, but Jesus Christ aa 
Lord ... " (v. 5). What simple, yet pro
found words: " ... Jesus Christ as Lord." 
Condensed here are the realities of Jesus' 
exaltation to the Father's throne and His 
sovereignty over heaven and earth, and 
also the opportunity, responsibility, and 
accountability of men to surrender al
legiance to that Lordship. As C. K. Barrett 
comments on this passage, "It would be 
hard to describe the Christian ministry 
more comprehensively in so few words" 
(The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
N.Y.: Harper & Row, 1973, p, 134). 

Paul's language here reminds us that 
authentic preaching always demands a 
verdict. The Lordship of Christ can never 
be a matter of indifference, but must be 
pressed and urged with passionate com
mitment. God in Christ has made his take
over bid and the sermon is his vehicle for 
declaring his terms of surrender. That is 
why exposition by itself is merely a les
son, but exposition plus application is a 
sermon. It is essential that the Lordship 
of Jesus be related in concrete terms to 
actual lives and that his demands as well 
as his promises be understood and ap
plied. Preaching must have as its goal 
more than simply delivering a message. 
Its aim must be to change lives: by so pre
senting Jesus Christ that people come 
to know him, love him, serve him, and 
yield their lives to him. It remains true 
today as much as it was in Paul's day: the 
acid test of ministry is the quality of 
changed lives it produces. 

But the question of the aim of preaching 
raises a delicate problem. Let us face hon
estly the fact that it is natural to want 
to preach ourselves and that it is often 
painful to faithfully preach the Lordship 
of Jesus. There is not a preacher alive 
who does not have feelings, who does not 
desire the support and praise of his 
brethren. In fact, the truth may be that 
many young men are drawn to the pulpit 
because, in part at least, their. needs for 
peer recognition and .approval are greater 

JERRY HARVILL 

than the needs of others. Standing before 
large audiences week after week, being 
heard with respect, and being honored as 
a spiritual leader, are attractive career 
benefits to any young person seeking 
group approval. 

The underhanded methods Paul criti
cized involved distortions of the word 
motivated by self-interest. Hearers were 
influenced, but it was away from, rather 
than toward, Christ. Make no mistake 
about it: violating individual freedom of 
choice is not an option for God's people. 
Like the Father, we will always honor that 
Divine gift. However, preaching for a 
verdict does not deny personal freedom, it 
exercises it. Such preaching brings into 
sharp focus the fact that because of 
Christ's nature as "light of the world" no 
one may remain neutral toward him. Au
thentic preaching is God's invitation to 
men to choose light rather than darkness. 
Therefore, authentic preaching does not 
do away with men's options; it clarifies 
them, filling human choice with eternal 
significance. And precisely because of 
those eternal consequences, true preaching 
must always be the passionate appeal of 
one with "fire in his bones." 

Looking back over the preaching model 
in 2 Cor. 4:1-5 we have learned that the 
source for authentic preaching is the word 
of God; that tke subject for authentic 
preaching is the Gospel of the glory of 
Christ; that the scope is pure truth and 
the whole counsel of God; and that the 
significance is the explicit demand for a 
verdict regarding Jesus as Lord. 

But how do ye go about implementing 
this model? Where do we begin? Let D)e 
recommend four things: 
(1) Identify Biblical Goal. Success in any 
endeavor is decisively influenced by th~ 
clarity of our goal-definition. If we know 
precisely where we are going we are 
far more likely to get there than if our 
objective is ambiguous. This means that 
both pulpit and pew must carefully re
study Biblical precedents in order to ac
curately target an authentic preaching 
model for replication today. 

A word of caution: be prepared to make 
changes in familiar ministry patterns. To 
commit oneself to a ministry of the word 
demands dropping some of the traditional 
professional activities which go with the 
minister's role today (e.g., conferences, 
long luncheons, meetings, extended coun
seling, hospital calls, visitation, entertain
ing)-it means re-entry into the study 
to be locked in with the Word in the 
presence of God. But after all, that is what 
we were called to do from the start-
the rest is the accumulation of years of 
tradition, or of misdirection. 
(2) Back to Textual Sermons. Since in
spiration is no longer in men but in the 
words of Scripture, there can be no op
tion for disci~les today but to place top 

priority on sermons which expound the 
inspired text. 

We need to place a moratorium on topi
cal preaching. Do not misunderstand. 
Preaching a topic instead of a text is not 
automatically misleading or harmful. It 
is possible to see clearly broad outlines 
and themes and to develop them accurate
ly without distortion. However, the risk of 
manipulation and of superficiality rises 
sharply as we multiply our references. 

This counsel is particularly required by 
young preachers who have a natural in
clination to preach on the great themes of 
the faith, and to solve the great problems 
of the Church. Check the impulse ruth
lessly. Far wiser the course which invests 
those early years of preaching in the ac
cumulation of accurate knowledge of 
specific texts, passages, chapters, and 
books of the Bible. Such accumulation of 
precise Biblical understanding and in
sight is the indispensable ingredient for 
sound topical preaching. However, that 
depth of understanding is the outgrowth 
of a long and studious preaching career; 
it is the place where one finishes up, not 
where one begins. Therefore, the right to 
indulge in topical preaching must ·be 
earned, not assumed. And the humble man 
will always feel it is beyond him. 
(3) Back to Languages. Dr. A. M. Fair
bairn once said, "He is no theol~ian who 
is not first a grammarian." Now, of 
course, the average preacher may not ex
cel in linguistic studies, but he cannot 
avoid taking seriously Martin Luther's 
advice: "Keep hard at the languages, for 
language is the sheath in which the sword 
of the Spirit rests." 

Let it be said that the church does not, 
and should not, expect all her preachers to 
be scholarly. Not everyone has. or should 
have, the gift of academic brilliance, but 
every minister of the word ought to have 
academic diligence. No one excuses ignor
ance or inaccuracy in the practice of medi
cine or law; how much less is a man who 
claims to speak words which influence 
eternity! 

A related need among preachers is the 
rebirth of reading. It is shocking to see 
preacher's libraries barren of books of 
quality scholarship. A craftsman is no 
better than his tools, and a preacher who 
does not have and use quality exegetical 
tools is severely limited. A personal library 
full of mediocre books identifies a mediocre 
mind and a mediocre preacher. A library 
full of high quality books suggests a 
growing, expanding mind, and a quality 
preacher. As C. L. Rose once said, "When 
we walk with great men we seek almost 
unconsciously to match their stride." 
(4) New Pew Standards. The final sug
gestion I would make is that hearers rec
ognize and accept their share of respons
ibility for both the decline in the con
temporary pulpit as well as for its future 
recovery. Congregations get the preaching 
they deserve. If the standards of the pew 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A. Contemporary Ethical Problem 

Young Christians Ponder Draft Registration 
RUBEL SHELLY 

The government's national draft registration plan has been 
funded by Congress and is expected to begin in late July. The 
program will require all 20-year-olds to register the w~ek be
ginning July 21 and all 19-year-olds the following week. Regis
tration information is to be turned in at post offices across the 
nation. 

tablished. The authorities that exist have been established by 
God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is re
belling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves" (Rom. 13:1-2 NIV). 

Selective Service will store all the information in its com
puters, but no one can be drafted without an additional bill 
being passed by Congress and approved by the President. The 
purpose of renewed draft registration in the country is to pre
pare a pool of four million men (women are currently exempt 
from the registration law) for mobilization in the event of a 

Failure to register could bring a fine of $10,000 and a five
year jail term. But it is conscience rather than fear of a legal 
penalty which prompts Christians to obey the law. "Therefore, it 
is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 
possible punishment but also because of conscience" (Rom. 
13:6 NIV). 

Past draft registrations have allowed one who opposes com
bat participation, with its potential for killing another person, 
to register for noncombatant duty or as a conscientious ob
jector to any form of military service. However one may choose 
to register (i.e., regular duty, noncombatant service, or exemp
tion on grounds of conscience), the clear teaching of the Word 
of God supports the right of a government to enact a registration 
plan. 

national emergency. · 
Plans are already being made for court challenges, protest 

marches, and defiance of the draft registration. Many young 
people are confused about what is happening. And several young 
Christians have raised the question with me as to what the at
titude and action of believers their age ought to be under the 
circumstances. Should Christian men Tegister for the draftY 
Have they the right 0'1' obligation to refuse'l 

Regardless of one's views about actual military service and 
the taking of human life as a soldier, to defy the draft regis
tration law would be wrong. Christians are to recognize govern
mental authority and submit to the law (1 Pet. 2:13-14). Paul 
wrote: "Everyone must submit himself to the governing authori
ties, for there, is no authority except that which God has es-

For the sake of the young men directly involved, I sincerely 
hope that world rulers will be able to maintain peace. For the 
sake of the spread of the gospel, my prayer is that we shall be 
able to avoid a major war (1 Tim. 2:1-4). In the meanwhile, 
Christians should not be caught up in the disobedience to law 
and social unrest that some have already vowed to initiate in 
the face of renewed draft 'registration in the United States. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 

Do We Ask, or Assume? 
Books abound and speakers are numer

ous to tell us all about the beliefs and the 
practices of other religious groups. Often 
the implication is that once such a book or 
a lecture is absorbed a Christian is then an 
"expert" on what others believe. It is then 
an easy step from this to a conviction that, 
once I hear the religious label one wears, 
I know exactly what he or she believes. 
This process is a hindr&nce to effective 
evangelism. There are good reasons why 
this is so. 

Religious groups are changing and have 
changed. Very few groups still teach the 
same doctrines fully as even a generation 
ago. 

Adherents to a group do not always 
espouse all their teachings. Many profess 
a membership and identification with a 
religious body but yet have reservations 
and privatae opinions on a number of 
subjects. 

People are individuals. They resent be
ing pigeonholed. An assumption concern
ing their views by another is interpreted 
as a "put-down" and as an insult to their 
intelligence and/or individuality. 

Unless a Christian is unusually astute he 
most likely .does. not understand many of 
the terms used by others. Words like reve
lation and inspiration have quite different 
meanings to folks of conservative vs. lib
eral backgrounds. To even ask one if he is 
a Christian or has been saved can be under
stood in different ways. Our use of the non
biblical expression member of the church 
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is probably never understood by those out
side our own fellowship. Beyond this, char
ismatic groups use many of the words and 
phrases of scripture with an entirely dif
ferent understanding of them than .do we. 
This usually results in conversations in 
which neither is able to really decide what 
the intent and meaning of the other is or 
should be. 

When I assume what others believe I 
hear all that they say in light of·that and 
I hear that which confirms my prejudg
ment. Explanations that would challenge 
what is already believed about the other 
are not heard. 

There Is A Better Way! 
Jesus often began his encounters with 

questions. Good teachers, adopting the 
pattern of Philip with the eunuch, ques
tion to discover just where the other per
son is before presenting new material. 
Competent counselors employ the question
ing motif to help people adjust and 
resolve their personal problems. Good sales
men ask customers questions before at
tempting to make a sale of an item. Effec
tive evangelism involves asking of many 
questions. If I want to know what a person 
believes, I can ask. Consider that asking 
can help me determine: 
1. What one has already been taught by 
asking what they believe: 

2. Why one believes as they do by asking 
where they learned it: 
3. Who has most influenced their ideas by 
asking who taught them: 
4. What is their attitude towards the Bi
ble by asking how they would react if the 
Bible differed from their belief: 
6. Where they misunderstand scripture by 
reading and asking what the passage 
means to them. 
It is a disservice to my fellow man to as
sume what he believes. 

I resent it when someone outside the 
body of Christ insists that I believe some
thing that I don't. I don't like being ac
cused of a "holier-than-thou" attitude 
simply because some member of a church 
of Christ somewhere might have one. I am 
unhappy when accused of being legalistic 
simply because someone, somewhere, has 
made the gospel sound that way. I don't 
like my beliefs to be assumed just as soon 
as someone discovers where I worship. In
deed, I disJike this and so do all my breth
ren I encounter. We long for opportunity 
to speak for ourselves when so identified. 

Should this not also be remembered 
when I approach others to share the good 
news? Are not others deserving of that 
same consideration I so desire? Did not 
our Lord teach us to relate with others as 
we'd like them to relate with us? 

The Better Way Is Not The Harder Way! 
It may be that some Christians will have 

to "work" at learning to ask more and to 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Jan A. Sessions, of Abilene Christian 

University, Abilene, Texas, writes us 

Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

about The Worthy Woman from Proverbs 
chapter 31. 

We appreciate what this article extols. 

-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 3927, Cor
pus Christi, Tex 78704. 

Worthy of Praise 

The wise sayings found in Proverbs 31: 
10-81 have been given many titles down 
through the ages-The Good Wife, The 
Perfect Wife, The Ideal Housewife, A 
Worthy Woman, and The Virtuous Wo
man-all of which quite fittingly describe 
this section of scripture. The list of out
standing characteristics found in this 
passage most vividly picture a woman of 
God and one worthy of praise. 

The virtuous woman is introduced with 
an exclamation of her great worth: "An 
excellent wife, who can find? For her 
worth is far above jewels" (v. 10). She is 
rare and extremely valuable. Her function 
in the household is indispensable. She 
manages important affairs, while her hus
band is involved in his work. "The heart 
of her husband trusts in her, and he will 
have no lack of gain" (v. 11). She is his 
homemaker and helpmeet. Her desire is to 
please her husband in everything she 
does: "She does him good and not evil all 
the days of her life" (v. 12). 

But what specifically makes this woman 
so special? What sets her apart from all 
the rest? The writer emphasizes her com
mercial activity, her help of the poor, 
and her own household responsibilities. 
Through these areas she displays her in
dustry, her willingness to work, her ef
ficiency, and a cheerful attitude concern
ing her duties. 

Distance proves no object for the wife 
and mother whose goal is to serve best her 
family: "She is like merchant ships; she 
brings her food from afar" (v. 14). Many 
ships travel to far-off places to do their 
trading; a conscientious woman desires to 
provide quality for her loved ones no mat
ter how great the effort. She is also an 
economist: "She rises while it is still night, 
and gives food to her household, and por
tions to her maidens" (v. 15). This woman 
gets up before the cock to organize for the 
day's work of her household, making sure 
no money or time is wasted. 

The capable housewife has a great deal 
of foreknowledge: "She considers a field 
and buys it; from her earnings she plants 
a vineyard" (v. 16), things which take 
much time and planning to accomplish. She 
does not act hastily, but "considers" the 
merchandise before purchasing it. 

The woman who toils for her household 
out of love and concern most assuredly 
desires to keep herself fit and strong: 
"She girds herself with strength, and 
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makes her arms strong" (v. 17). She can 
endure much hardship without complaint, 
for she knows how her family depends on 
her for support. And she realizes that the 
amount of suffering she experiences now 
cannot compare with the great joy she will 
one day experience as a reward for her 
labors. 

"Her lamp does not go out at night" 
(v. 18), might be the Biblical way of say
ing, "A woman's work is never done." She 
does not waste oil, but makes the most of 
her time, sleeping only as much as neces
sary to revitalize for the next day. This 
never-ending cycle could become drudgery 
if it were not done out of a sincere love for 
bet· family and a deep trust in God. 

The ideal housewife knows how to pro
vide for her family's needs by making 
clothing for t~em: "She looks for wool and 
flax, and works with her hands in delight" 
(v. 13). She can skillfully work with ma
terial and thread (v. 19), and produces 
adequate coverings for herself and her 
loved ones. Winter's snow does not fright
en the mother who has prepared (v. 21). 

The description of a virtuous woman 
would not be complete without mention of 
her concern for others: "She extends her 
hands to the poor; and she stretches out 
her hands to the needy" (v. 20), She has 
a love for those outside her own doors and 
an earnest desire to help those in need. 
Her benevolent spirit keeps her in tune 
with the cries of pain around her; then 
she gives of herself accordingly. Her family 
may be considered wealthy, but not because 
they have neglected to share their prosper
ity with others. 

The husband of this capable wife is a 
blessed man. Because of the wonderful 
woman he has married, he is respected by 
the men of the city, his associates. "Her 
husband is known in the gates when he 
sits among the elders of the land" (v. 23) 
indicates that he is a man of dignity and 
worthy of admiration. Many a leader has 
been aided to success by a loving and de
voted wife. Though it is not always evi
dent to others, he knows the source and 
loves her all the more for her sacrifices 
and humility. 

One characteristic of the virtuous wo
man evident throughout the whole passage 
is her wisdom. In relationships with her 
husband and her household, and even in 
her dealings with business people, she 
shows her intelligence and wise considera-

tion in everything she does. Yet not only 
does she act with wisdom-she speaks that 
language, too: "She opens her mouth in 
wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue" (v. 26). A wife and mother 
with such a possession commands respect 
when she speaks. 

A woman who "looks well to the ways of 
her household" (v. 27) has her ear to the 
ground and her nose to the wind, so to 
speak. She makes sure she is keenly aware 
of the physical and spiritual needs of her 
family. Knowing that idleness leads to 
vice, she "does not eat the bread of idle
ness," and teaches her children to do like
wise. 

"Her children rise up and bless her" 
(v. 28), openly expressing their apprecia
tion for their loving, though-often chasten
ing, mother. They realize the good she has 
done them by following the proverbial 
message to "Train up a child in the way 
he should go" (Prov. 22:1), Her offspring 
love her now more than ever because they 
can understand what a truly beautiful 
woman their mother is. 

Her husband has known it all along. He, 
too, blesses her (v. 28), so satisfied· is he 
with her conduct. He recognizes her for 
what she is: a lady in every respect. It 
has been his growing conviction that, of all 
the daughters of women, his wife is second 
to none. He cannot hold it in any longer. 
His words ring with love and pride as he 
praises her: "Many daughters have done 
nobly, but you excel them all" (v. 29). 

Behind all these qualities lies another, 
immeasurably deeper, the cause for all the 
rest. She is a woman who fears the Lord. 
"Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but 
a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be 
praised" (v. 30). This characteristic can
not be equaled for it comes from within 
and is manifested without; the unfadin·g 
beauty that makes her what she is. 

The conclusion of this passage is in the 
form of a prayer: "Give her the product 
of her hands, and let her works praise 
her in the gates" (v. 31). The writer asks 
that what this godly, virtuous woman has 
done be spoken of in memorial to her, that 
others may learn from her life, her exam
ple. The God-fearing, husband-loving, and 
child-rearing woman who can live up to 
this ideal, yet possible, expectation well 
deserves the praise she receives. She is a 
woman most worthy of praise. 
A.C.U., Abilene, Tex. 
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WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE~7IME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

H we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

------------------------ __________________ _. __ _ 
ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

D Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
. the balance plus postage (total of $42. 95) upon 

receipt of the books. 

Signature ---------- ---
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Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Nam~--------------
Address __________ _ __ _ 

City - ----State ____ Zip _ _ _ 
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RE-DIGGING THE WELLS (NO. 6) 

(Continued from page 7) 
are low and superficial, the pulpit will 
tend to correspond. 

Do not misunderstand. I am not justify
ing pulpit sell-out, nor advocating pulpit 
puppeteering from the pew. What I am 
saying is that the church does not have to 
wait for a new generation of preachers to 
upgrade the pulpit. Much can be .done 
right now. By judicious commendation
not condemnation--desired behavior and 
performance can be affirmed and reward
ed. Praise is a powerful motivator. When 
our Brotherhood begins to idealize a nd to 
reward quality, there will be no shortage 
of it in our pulpits. 

Conclus ion 
Let us sum up what we h ave learned in 

this series concerning re-digging the wells 
of Biblical preaching. 

We surveyed factors creating the mod
ern eclipse of preaching, including the 
rise of secularism, and the technology 
explosion. 

We profiled the contemporary pulpit 
and found {1) an absence of a " ring of 
Truth," (2) the proliferation of emotional 
devotionals, (3) t he pa rroting of party 
lines, ( 4) the smuggling in of humanistic 
positive thinking, and (5) the manipula
tion of hearers. 

We then surveyed the NT vocabularly 
for preaching discovering its complexity, 
encompassing mind, heart, and will. We 
defined authentic preaching as "the mani
festation of the Incarnate Word f rom the 
written Word by t he spoken word." 

Finally, from 2 Cor. 4:1-5 we drew an 
Apostolic model, discovering ther e the 
source, the subject, the scope, and the 
signif icance of authentic preaching. Fur
thermore, suggestions were g iven for im
plementing that Apostolic precedent, in
cluding (1) Identifying t he Biblical Goal, 
(2) Going Back to Textual Sermon s, (3) 
Reviving the Study a.11d Use of Biblical 
Languages, a nd (4) Setting New Pew 
Standards for Acceptable Preaching. 

Obviously, th is is not the last word on 
this inexhaustible subject. If you feel as 
I do the weight of the task and wish at 
times to escape the awesome responsibility, 
let us remember we are not alone. But the 
love of Christ pressures us making it im
possible to be silent. "I f I say, 'I wiU not 
mention him, or speak any more in his 
name,' there is in my heart as it were a 
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I 
am weary with holding it in, and I cannot" 
(Jer. 20:9). 
895 Murfreesboro Rd., Nashville, Tenn. 
37217 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

(Continued from page 3) 
tion of God in Jesus Christ is relived. It 
becomes a present reality for the collective 
body of Christians as well as for the 
individua l son or daughter of God. I t 
serves as our link with the living One who 
rules in the midst of his ransomed people. 
In this memorial we f ind our identity as 
the people of God; our singleness of pur
pose; our oneness in fellowship; our 
proclamation to the world; our living hope 
for the day when we can see our Lord 

:lace to face to drink and eat this supper 
new with him in his Father's Kingdom. 
5520-58th St., Lubbock, Tex 79414-

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

WANTED: 
CH RISTIAN EDUCATORS! 

Teachers needed for established 
Christian school. grades 3-7 for term 
starting September. 
Immediate need for school adminis
trator/teacher. 
Help Christian education flourish in 
one of the nation 's growing garden 
spots. 

REDLAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
17700 S.W. 280th St. 

Homosteod, FL 33030 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

\l -·-·-D-•-a-.._a_u_a_~..,--o -__,,..,...n.., __ , __ ,..,.., __ ~-~-.-o-o-o-.-. • 
I CUSHIONS FOR .. 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us fot: free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 I 

•-a-•- a-~~-·-·-~~-·-·-·-·-~~-~~-~~-~~~~~-u-•-•-u-a-a-a-a- a-•- 0 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDI E WHITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Train ing 
• No Tuition • "What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For lnlormalion and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

*H .. , out:t&tandlng 
.,.,..._ ,._,r BMI 
Muon. to build •nd 
encourege the church. 

September 
25-27, 
1980 

* OvtK 40 cJiusN • 
6/gn.d to 6/Jow how 
to betttK -tv• the 
Lord. 

WRITE O R CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
- compl•te p fOGram - brotherhood ••hlbftl - houtlng and cam.,..- tpoc. - a r.a mot.l Information -

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.D. Bor Bf (20S) 766-UIO florence, Alabama 35630 , 

. ...~- ... _ _,_ . ,., . . . . ~- . . -
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DO WE ASK, OR ASSUME? 
(Continued from page 8) 

assume less. However, asking is easier; it 
relieves me of the responsibility of being 
"expert" in everyone's beliefs; and it en
ables me to establish a better climate in 
which to share the gospel. 

As I ask others of their beliefs, they, in 
tum, ask more of me. The asking of ques
tions often opens the door to specific Bible 
study that leads one through the truth to 
the Christ. 

Do you assume the beliefs of others? Do 
you ask them what they believe? It is 
possible that our effectiveness in sharing 
the truth with others will increase in 
great measure when we begin to assume 
less and ask more. 
2012 Western, Farmington, New Mexico 

MEXICAN PREACHER IN NEED 

Adolfo Franco, who preaches in San 
Francisco del Rincon in the State of Gau
najuato, Mexico, has for more than a year 
been receiving only $100 per month. Owing 
to various circumstances, including the 
high rate of inflation, he is now very great
ly in need of further support. 

Any church interested in helping to 
spread the Gospel in Mexico, and who is 
able to assist this needy brother in his 
work please write to the Jefferson church 
of Christ, 702 Donaldson Ave., San Anton
io, Tx 78200. for full particulars. -John 
Wolfe, 131 Longridge, San Antonio, Texas. 

luan A. Monroy, Apartado 2.029, -
Madrid-2. Spain: The Church of Christ 
in Spain has 29 congregations. Most of 
the adult members are young men and 
women. And, the single ones, men and 
women between 15 tand 25 years old, are 
the 30 per cent of her members. This is a 
great hope for the Lord's Church in Spain. 

Recently, 55 young representatives from 
the different congregations in Spain met 
in Madrid to hold a spiritual retirement 
and, at the same time, to make plans for 
the development of the local congrega
tions. 

Charles Hodge, Box 11007, Fort Worth, 
Tex. 76109: I will celebrate 20 years as 
minister of the Rosemont Church of Christ 
in Fort Worth, in August. The elders have 
graciously allowed me a leave of absence 
the entire month of August to rest and re
new. Breth;ren must encourage and support 

tenure. Tenure is best for both preachers 
and congregations. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2'h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
In the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND aDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not In other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For Information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. ' . 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Central Ohio School for Preachers and Teachers 
1980 Lectures 

Sunday, October 5 
11:00 A.M. What is The Faith? 

-James 0. Baird 
3:00P.M. What is a Challenge? 

-James 0. Baird 

Monday, October 6 
9:00A.M. The 70 A.D. Doctrine 

-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 
10:00 A.M. Ignorance 

-J.D. Thomas 
11:00 A.M. Modernism 

-Roy Deaver 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Modernism 
-Roy Deaver 

2:30P.M. Atheism 
-Thomas Warren 

3:30P.M. Non-Cooperative Spirit 
-J.D. Thomas 

7:00 P.M. Agnostics 
-Thomas Warren 

"Challenges to The Faith From:" 
October 5-8 

8:00P.M. Emotionalism 
-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 

Tuesday, October 7 
9:00 A.M. Ritualism 

-John Waddey 
10:00 A.M. Entertainment lndu'stry 

- Thomas Eaves 
11:00 A.M. Public Education 

-John Waddey 

12:00 Noon- Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Textual Perversions 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

2:30 P.M. Pharisaism 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

3:30P.M. Mass Media 
-Thomas Eaves 

7:00 P.M. Materialism 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

8:00 P.M. Cultism 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

Reservations for Housing - (614) 491-5777 

Wednesday, October 8 
9:00 A.M. Denominational Spirit 

-James Maxwell 
10:00 A.M. Apathy 

- J. Noel Merideth 
11:00 A.M~ lslamism 

-James Maxwell 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Communism 
-P.D. Wilmeth 

2:30P.M. Grace vs. law Doctrine 
-Goebel Music 

3:30P.M. "Band Wagon" Spirit 
- J. Noel Merideth 

7:00 P.M. Humanism 
-Goebel Music 

8:00P.M. Civil Government 
- P.D. Wilmeth 

David Holland 
Director 

Williams Rd. Church of Christ • 1140 Williams Rd. • Columbus, Ohio 
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CLAYTON SEEKS HELP FOR 
INDIA WORK 
Bonnie Clayton 

Box 2438, Pampa, Tex. 79065 
The Lord richly blessed the preaching 

and teaching of his word in the latest 6 
week campaign that I was privileged to 
work in. The totals •(as far as I know): 
1,326 baptized into Christ; 37 new congre
gations established; and, 15 denomina
tional preachers converted. 

Our work force consisted of one Ameri
can preacher (me), two Indian workers 
(translating, exhorting and song-leading), 

plus a great number of local native 
preachers who have labored faithfully to 
prepare the soil, plant the seed and pre
pare the harvest that God gave us. 

India-especially in the south-is the 
ripest mission field in the world today! 
We can have 10 million Christians in India 
by the end of this decade-if we really 
mean business about evangelism! 

Money is needed for India Campaigns 
for Christ-travel and work funds. 

You can aid this great mission effort 
with your prayers and financial assis- · 
tance. Send your check NOW to the 
above address, marked "India Fund." 

GROWING, EVANGELISTIC CHURCH 
SEEKS GOSPEL PREACHER 

. Our congregation has been looking for a full-time pulpit minister for 
the past 18 months. We are a growing, evangelistic church with an av~e 
attendance on Sunday mornings ·of 650-700 people. We are located m 
Boulder, Colorado, a university town of 80,000 ~ple. 

The size of our congregation has been increasing at the rate of forty 
percent per year for the past three years. Recendy, we purchased 40 acres 
of land on which to build larger facilities to accoDllllOdate our expected 
growth. 

We have an active campus and youth ministry, as well as a bus program 
and a growing deaf mirustry. Our staff consists of a professional family 
counselor, a youth minister, campus minister, women's counselor, and 

~n~fug activities aside from the regular services on Sunday and Wed
nesdaf night, include weeky soul talks (evangelistic Bible studies) and 
devotionals at all age levels, retreats, a sign ~ class, and an active 
visitation and benevolence program. Special events, held o~ an annual basis, 
include the Rocky Mountain Evangelism Seminar in Estes Park (which drew 
more than 1,700 people from 30 different states in· its third year this£: 
March), .the Boulaer Winter Lectureship (our members knocked more 
20,000 doors to invite people in the community this past February) and 
Vacation Bible SchooL 

We stress adherence to the doctrines and teachings of the New Testament 
and restoration of New Testament lifestyle through: 
active, loving, close relationships with other Christians, personal Bible study, 
prayer, evangelism, and love for God as the motivating factor in all these 
areas. 
· H our congregation sounds like one you can challenge and help, we ask 
that you consider the following criteria: 

1. MuSt be mature, family man. 
. 2. Must work well with adults and be able to effectively counsel. 
3. Must preach and teach sound, New Testament doctrine and display 

the qualities of New Testament Christianity. 
4. Must have a good, working knowledge of the scriptures. 
S. Must be able to present Challenging, in-depth studies from God's 

Word with practical applications. 
6. Must be willing to work long hours and become actively involved in 

the lives of Chiistians and non-Christians in the community. 
If you meet these qualifications, please send: 1) a complete resume with 

references, 2) sample tapes of lessons you have given, 3) articles you have 
written and 4) any other pertinent information. 

Due to the nature of our requirements for this position as pulpit min
ister, we prefer someone with a masters or ~raduate work in Biblical studies. 

Please send to: Preacher Search, Boulder Church of Christ, 3198 N. Broad
way, Boulder, Colorado, 80302. 
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Sincerely, 
The Elders 
George Lauterbach 
Merlin Michael 
Hugh Liddle 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers .Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 8927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/8~6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

HIGH YIELDING BOND RATES 
--5old by Prospectus only 

10~% Bonds compounded 

semi-annually ••• 

Yield at maturity: 
21h yr. Bond 12.96% 

3 yr. Bond 13.07% 
3~ yr. Bond 13.25% 

4 yr. Bond 13.49% 
41h yr. Bond 13.76% 

CALL or WRITE-

Southeast Church of Christ 
9020 Gulf FreewaJi 

Houston, Texas n 7 
(713') 946-3737 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or mQre 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10% discounted to yield 
12% or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
. Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominatiops of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For pr~ectus and more 
i ormation 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadwa/i 
Tem~A, Arizona 8 282 
. 6J2) 968-7847 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section .1.00 per line. Designed esp~clally to accommodate 

congregatloiUI advertising meeting place•, preachers seeldng work or conJPrega
tlons •eekJng preachers. Al•o other acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangellsm-Misslons 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leodard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-oSOQ, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORA.DO 80%28 
LAK.EWOOD CHURCH OF OBRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90f. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvlnlf St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation•s capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0586. Worship with ua-EnJoJ' a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J" Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA-=..=.;-:.;._A.N"""'=~o~H~O=RAGE CBUBQII OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Plea•aatoa, Callfonata 84186 
James w. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSlllP ON ISLA:Nn--oF--KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15666 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If J'OU know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERM'""o""'N""'s=--=FR=o=""M=-=--=s==UN=s::ET=-o-n--=9:-=0-m--...in-u-=te:--c-assette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunda¥ worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frlsb;r, '114·622-2588: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Preacher desires=w....:o=r.::k~w-=:::ith7-=-c.::.:o;...n_gr_ega--:t:-:-lo-n-;i-n-:E::;;-astern"7"'"""" 
Oklahoma, East, Central Texas, Arkansas or West 
Tennessee. Have B.S. in Bible and 14¥.. Jears- ex
perience, age 84. Phone: 817-831-1358 ar (901) 886-
6176. 
ltloDte:rrey, Mexlco1 Ave. Fundlcloae• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Baenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55·11 

David Cardenas, Evanpllsta 
FULLY SUPPORTED MISSIONARY FAMILY 
AVAILABLE to work In the U.S. Prefer city of 
80,000 to 100,000 people within 1,000 miles of Ponca 
CitJ. Contact Missions Committee, Hartford Avenue 
Church of Christ, 1906 Joe, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
74601 or call (406) 765-8610. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. W .. it. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 791l-2S11. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA 1 Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 356-1121 or 853-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership diredory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directorJ. Spangler Church Directory Prfnt
lng Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 ar 
call (916) 886-5776. 

SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA-Valley CJaarch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
.YU.lUA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3760 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :205 E. llorSDD Av~ 
U.S. 400 Eut Oppo•lte K-Mart. Offl~ <t'f'f
U'fl. Bobb7 Wade, Mia. 4'76-COGO. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. .tuain. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-12Sl. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:56 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0f\ 
P.M. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on eassette to Church 
of Christ. Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible BinderJ, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher Wanted: The Church of Christ in Arbird, 
Missouri is in need of a full time, sound gospel 
preacher. No anti, Liberal, or other bobbiest need 
appl;r. Small two bedroom house for preacher. Send 
complete resume to Donald Hardin, Rt. 1, Bx. 264, 
Cardwell, Misourl 63829, or call 314-654-2854. 
Small congregation in SW Missouri n-eeds-....-f:-u~ll 
time preacher. Prefer married. Small 3 BR house 
and utilities provided, plus $215 per week. Write: 
Church of Christt.P.O. Box 458, Marshfield. MO. 
66706. Or call: .Harry Price 417·329-5325 or Bob 
Lewis 417-468-3983. 
Preacher Wanted: Congregation in mission field of 
Nebraska is looking for a full time preacher with 
his support. Building ls paid for and wlll seat around 
200. Seward, Nebraska, congregation has an attend· 
ance of around SO. Send all inquiries to Elton 
Albright, York College, York, Nebraska 68467. 
Minister AvaUable-17 years of preaching experience, 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 45 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Freeman, 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891. 
WANT TO BUY-Used books of the Brotherhood. 
Bob Jackson, Box 88-A, Kempner, Texas 76639. 
512-982-3338. 

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
orpnize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR 72143. 
Firmly grounded gospel preacher with 4 years ex
perience fn all phases of evangelistic church growth 
desires challenging work within reasonable commut
ing distance from college or university. Perfer active 
congregation with a genuine desire to be challenged 
to grow together in the Lord Jesus Christ. Preview 
sermons available on cassette tape. Contact Jeff I. 
and Susan B. Mann, Rt. 1, Box 88, Clay City, IN 
47841. 812/939-2567. 
FOR SALE: 2 bedroom furnished cabin, 760 sq. ft. 
on 1.16 acre lot next to Four-Corners Youth Camp 
on Dolores River in SW Colorado. Beautiful and 
cool valley, elevation 8,000. Perfect as hunting hq., 
or far vacationing in beautiful region. Contact Ben 
Porter, 1316 Avon Dr., Montrose, Co. 81401. Phones 
(803) 249-7559, 249-8202. . 
Christian school administrator and teachers. Newly 
formed K-4th grade school. Appllcations being ac
cepted. Send resume to: Sequoia Christian School, 
137 East Morton, Porterville, Calif. 93257. Phone 
(209) 784-5498. 
AUTOSFOR;.:....""'s"'"A"""L-=E"".--=T=h-e---:~:-o-:-:U-ow--=-in_g_v_e....,.b"'"ic-=l,....es_ar_e 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.60; Cara
$48.00; Trucka-$89.00. Call for information (602) 
941-8025, Ext. 666. 

LO"wE·R='"=y""=o-==UR=-:UT=I==LIT=Y::::-::c:-::o=-=s:=T::s--
A baptistry cover reduces circulating pump time, 
loss of chemicals, frequency of cleaning and con
serves water. One year warranty and satisfaction 
guaranteed. Send dimensions of your baptistrJ to 
Solarson, Inc., 1033 South Bowie, Amarillo, Texas 
79102, or call (806) 878-6482. Billed later at the 
rate of juat $1.00 per square foot. 
Thct Chanasonaires. a christian male quartet. is seek
Ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a ccppella singing. For more in· 
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Mlchi
atan 48504. 
Preacher needed: Congregation in a beautiful moun
tain town (50 miles east of Sacramento) needs 
full-time preacher to work with congregation in 
fast-growing El Dorado CountJ. With new building 
can pay $1200 a month. Contact Dick Crow (916-
622-8640) or David Hooper (916-644-2646) or Write 
Central Church of Christ, 8120 Missouri Flat Road, 
Placerville, Calif. 95667. 

BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Preacher available.-air887 :f"amiiy -·o-t-6-:-MAin 
Religion, Pepperdine University. Seeking an existing 
church interested in growth. Prefer Wash., Ore. 
or California. Howewr, will consider all serious 
affers. Contact Richard Fentiman 509-765-5021. 
PREACHER AVAILABLEi--B.-~M.Ea:- and 
M.R.Ed. degrees in secular and religious education. 
Age 83 yrs. Wife and two sons. Have labored as 
a full-time minister in Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia. Excellent references. Resume upon request: 
J. C. Denney, Rt. 3, Box 73, Alexander CitJ, 
Alabama 85010 or Ph. 205-234-4858. 
Want To Buy: Used Refi&io:_u.=:s::..::Boo:=;ks;.=.-:Bo;::-;b--;J,....ac-=kso~-n-
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-8338. 
Minister available. age 31, married, three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Te~phone: (512) 776-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
Preacher available: Contact Tom Tindell. (406) 
566-2428. Boswell, Ok. 
AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog ar price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
882-5624. 
w .ANTEn==-:---=TEA=-=-CHIN==G=--=F~:AM=IL=""Y==--=cHouSEP Ali: 
ENTSl. Full-time position for both husband and 
wife n a cottage of 6-8 adolescents. AbilltJ' to 
work closely . and cooperatively with youths and 
other staff necessary. 'Prefer at least one member 
of the family have a bachelor's degree in the 
social sciences or education. Professional training 
and supervision. Part-time undergraduate or grad
uate enrollment possible. Salary range starts at 
$12,000 per year, plus room and board benefits. 
One-half Blue Cross-Blue Shield after one month. 
Contact: Charles D. Rigsby, ACSW Maude Car
penter Children's Home, 1501 N. Meridian, Wichita. 
Kansas 67203. Phone (316) 942-3221. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
PREACHER .. WANTE'n:The Church ofChr-ist:S5th 
and Macdonald Avenue, Richmond, California is 
in need of a full-time preacher. Interested parties 
please contact Ferrel England at 6733 Olinda Road, 
El Sobrante, California, 94803 or call (415) 223-
6656. 
PREA:.,...,.c=HE=R=-=w=-=A-=NTE·==D=-: _,eo=-n-gr-ega~ti-=-·o-n-of.,.....-,8-=-o....,to--,l'""o,.-::-o. 
3 yrs, old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega
tion located in fastest growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be willing 
to work and labor with the Lord's people. Only 
evangelistic minded preacher need to apply. Also 
have full time youth director and bus director com
ing in August. Call (318) 856-2423, 855-7680, 
856-6885, 866-6180, 866-2404, 488-7761 or write Moss 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box '7011, Lake 
Charles, La. 70601. 
FOR-SALE--4S~17=-:lh,.-:---:-fo-o-=-t-pe-ws--w-:i:-:-:th;-r-ed-=--pa-d:-:d:-:.ed 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-8737 or (713) 481-1466. 
INVESTIGATEf The Firm F-o-nn~dn-t-:--:1-n~i:a 
tries to •crt't'n acJvertt•laR". IIDd will not 
lmowlnR"IY take qneatlonnble advertl11liur:. 
Bat It 111 the 'l'eadt-r's 1'PIIpoa•lltl11ty to In• 
v~111tlgate. Llkp nny otltPr pappr, wt- •ome
tlmPIII anwlttlnrorly 'l'tiD nn unworthy tacJ. 
A.s thP old 111nylnJf r;r:oelll.· before 70a lav••t. 
IDVPIIItffiJ:RtPf 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for informalion 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817/429·1403 



FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

I 

.Lt 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the f inest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy f lowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set--all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universally accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

HEBREWS 

·co..-. .. ..._". --
Price $8.95 

per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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BUT WHERE DO I FIND THE LORD'S CHURCH? 

ThousG nds of service men and women around the world must search in vain 
for a place to worship. This week we are focusing attention on a noble 
effort to be of service to Christians in the military in helping them to 
loc ale other Ch•is!ians with whom to associate and to worship. 

Austin, Texas, August 5. 1980 
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A Word About a Unique Program of Help 

How would you tell the young Christian on the front 
cover of this issue how to find the Lord's church? E ven 
if he wants to find the church, who does he ask? If you, 
at home, want to help him, who do you ask? What if he 
t r ansfers to another base in a week or two? Who will 
keep up with him and help him to find brethren and a 
place of worship? 

Or, consider the young Christian who does not want 
to find the church. He may write his parents and 
friends back home that he is doing his be.st to find his 
brethren, when he really is hoping no one will "bother" 
him with religion until he "gets grown." How do par
ents apply discipline after he's "enter ed the military"? 

We did some work with the U.S. Air Force during 
World War II, and were privileged to visit most of the 
great Air F orce bases, and a number of the Army and 
naval bases. In each instance we had work to do in con
nection with the office of the Base Commander and of 
the Base Chaplain. In each case we inquired and re
ceived the religious affiliation cards of all on the base 
who gave the church of Christ as their preference. In a 
number of places we sent notices to all Christians on a 
base to meet at a given time and they were given leave 
to do so. We agree, based on extended observation, that 
nine out of every ten who enter the military say, 
"Goodby, God, I've j oined the military." There ar e rea
sons for that which we will not here go into. We have 
longed for someone to try to do something to change 
the statistics. We are thankful that the West Monroe, 
Louisiana, church is trying. A program aimed at help
ing locate Christians and helping Christians contact 
other Christians on military bases has been initiated. It 
is called AMEN (American Military Evangelizing Na
tions). Its director is Don Yelton, who is doing a great 
job. 

Right here in Texas there ar e congregations near 
military installations with tens of thousands of young 
people who need spiritual help just as do young people 
on college campuses. It might be a good idea if some 
of these churches considered a "campus minister" for 
the military base. 

Consider the accomplishments of our missionaries 
in the military: They have been evangelizing areas 
where they have been stationed for more than 30 years. 
The f irst missionaries to several European countries 
were not paid preachers, but were GI's who went back 
to the very people they had fought to take to them the 
gospel. When the first missionaries arrived in Berlin 
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they found the church already meeting there in the 
home of GI Christians. Gottfried Reichel, renowned 
German preacher, was a Hitler Youth until a Christian 
stationed in Germany took him in and taught him the 
Gospel of Christ. Gottfried now preaches the gospel on 
World Radio Germany. 

In Panama, military brethren established a local con
gregation, made plans to train native Christians as 
preachers and carried out those plans. Today Panama 
has a large number of churches and a preacher training 
school. In Japan, Okinawa, Guam, Hawaii, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Sicily, Turkey, Spain, France, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Great Bri tain, and many other coun
tries, Christians in the military have begun works 
among natives or substantially helped full-time mis
sionaries. 

In Vietnam many congregations were begun by 
Christians in the military who were stationed there. 
They saw a greater need for a spiritual warfar e than 
for a carnal one. Many of them left the military to be
come preachers and missionaries. 

In the United States, Christians in the military have 
started and strengthened congregations thr oughout the 
46 states where military bases exist. They have been 
very instrumental in helping to begin works in the 
Northeast and the Northwest. They continue to be a 
vital missionary force. 

Let us not wait for another war to point out the need 
to strengthen Christians in the military right now. Let 
us not wait until our young people have gone deeply 
into sin before becoming concerned. Let us strengthen 
our own while teaching thousands of others the gospel. 
Evangelizing the military communities which are in 
the shadow of many of our great congregations should 
be to them a priority. When a young man leaves the 
shelter of home and a good congregation he needs all 
the encouragement and help he can get to make it on 
his own. We can help him find the Lord's chur ch 
wherever he is. AMEN is doing that kind of work. 

We would encourage parents whose children are in 
the military to take advantage of the AMEN program. 
It could be about the best thing you could do to insure 
the future of your own son or daughter-here and 
hereafter. 
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Inspired To Hang On 
BENNIE PHILLIPS 

After our car arrived in Aldershot, England in 1979, we 
sought out the nearest congregation of our Lord's church in 
Reading, Berkshire, 22 miles from where we live. The address 
we had was from an older directory of churches in England and 
proved to be incorrect. We had the telephone number of the con
gregation in Wemberly (near London) and were able to obtain 
the correct address from John Partington, one of the ministers. 
The next week we were privileged to assemble with a congre
gation for the first time in five weeks. What joy to lift our voices 
in song and thanksgiving to God with three English sisters and 
one visiting brother. 

Since that first assembly six months ago, we have come to 
know and deeply love these three sisters in Reading. Jesus said, 
"to the Jews that had believed him, "if ye abide in my word, 
then are ye truly my disciples." The following history of one 
small congregation in England, and the effect of military per
sonnel upon it was written by Rose Payne, one of our three sis
ters. It gives valuable insight into our admiration for these 
faithful women who are "continuing in the words and teachings 
of Jesus." 

"The first information we have of a church of Christ in Read
ing is a letter in a magazine dated 1899. In this, a Mr. Sherwood 
wrote that he had just arrived in Reading and the only other 
member that he could find was a lady crippled with arthritis, 
but that he intended to go out and knock on doors, although he 
was 78 years old. That letter is quiet inspiring. Another man 
came and joined these two members, and although they had little 
success in winning adults, they had about 100 children in Bible 
School, for my grandmother once visited this place and told us 
about it. Unfortunately this work failed in about 1920. The first 
World War had an unfortunate effect on churches of all kinds, 
and membership went steadily down for 50 years, so perhaps 
this was to blame. 

Meanwhile, my mother grew up as a member of a Christian 
family in London. She married a non-Christian in 1935 and came 
to live here in Reading where there was no church at that time. 
She was isolated for 25 years. At the end of that time, two ad
dresses of other Christians who had just moved into the town 
were sent to her. One of these was a lady in the same area in 
which we lived. One Sunday these two decided they would go to 
worship at a church in London, 40 miles away. While there, they 
met a member who, when he heard that there were these two 
ladies and another married couple in Reading, offered to come 
and start a congregation. 

Meetings were begun in 1961 in a hired room, and I was the 
first person to be baptized. At first there were eight members 
and three of these were men, who took turns leading the wor
ship, but after 18 months only one man remained, and he was an 
American military man, stationed here for three years. Finally, 
he had to return home, but before he left, one other young man 
was baptized. This young man was mentally retarded, and lived 
at a Home for men who were handicapped in that way. He 
brought five or six others who were retarded, or epileptic, and 
four of these were eventually baptized. 

You would understand that a group of handicapped men 
would be a problem for any church, but we had no other men at 
all-only five women members. Every week, we invited brethren 
from one of the area churches to come and lead the worship. 
They were all from 40 miles or more away, and sometimes this 
arrangement broke down. The handicapped men, dearly loved, 

to try to spell out a verse or two of scripture or to stumble 
through a bit of prayer, but it was a great problem to know 
what to do if a non-Christian visitor should come in. 

This arrangement continued until 1969, when all at once six 
American military families who were members of the church 
were stationed nearby and things were much better for a few 
years. However it was exceedingly difficult to win any British 
people, or to keep them faithful. By about 1974 our numbers 
were down again, and some of our local members became dis
couraged. The group of mentally handicapped men all decided to 
leave and go the Salvation Army way instead. But it was some
what of a satisfaction to us to think that we did our best for 
them and tried to teach them, and that we did not send them 
away. 

We have occasionally had visiting brothers and sisters from 
all parts of the world, but they tend to be here with us only for 
a few weeks or months. In January 1979, we received notice to 
leave the hall we were then meeting in, and there were only 
three permanent local members-all women-and two of them 
over 70 years old. However, we had enough faith to go and hire 
another hall. Since then, another American Military family has 
come to worship with us, a brother from the West Indies and his 
wife, and a former member has returned; so we have gone up 
again to 9 members. We meet in Southcote Hall which adjoins 
a public library in Southcote Lane at the junction with Corona
tion Square. This is about two miles from the Center of Reading. 
We worship at 3 p.m. on Sunday. 

I write these words in the hope of passing along encourage
ment and to renew the commitment to "Continue in My words" 
wherever your assignment with the military (or your secular 
work) finds you and your family. Whether your congregation is 
three elderly women or a congregation of hundreds, your faith
fulness counts. God is alive! And he is aware of you and your 
surroundings. Most important: He knows and will reward your 
steadfastness." 

Editor's note: This bit of history has been repeated hundreds 
of times. The fainthearted give up. The faithful never do. We 
have countless congregations to close down when there were 
more than three elderly women left. In most of these communi
ties someone will have to come back in sometime and re-start the 
church. It would be much better if the "faithful few" just kept 
on keeping on. The Lord said, "Where two or three are gathered 
together, I am in the midst of them." It is discouraging for ~wo 
or three to hold on for eighty years, as the church in Readmg 
has done. But at the very moment when it looks like there is no 
use trying to hold out any longer, someone comes along to give 
the struggling congregation a new lease on life. We would not 
be at all surprised if the church in Reading survives for another 
80 years. 

There is no way of knowing how many congregations our mili
tary men have started or kept alive over the past 40 years. They 
constitute a missionary force whose influence is fully as strong 
as the civilian missionary force sent out by the entire brother
hood. Sometimes we overlook what they are doing, because they 
do not send home reports for brotherhood consumption. We would 
encourage every militaey family to make its influence felt during 
the short period it remains at any location. We ought to have a 
strong congregation on every military base. 

Aldershot, England 
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The AMEN Ministry 
AMEN (American Military Evangeliz

ing Nations) is a ministry that helps 
Christians in the military, like the young 
man on the front cover, find the Lord's 
Church. It is a ministry unique to the 
churches of Christ. 

The main thrust of the AMEN staff 
(one full-time and one part-time evange
list and one part-time secretary) under 
the oversight of the elders of the White's 
Ferry Road Church of Christ to help con
gregations of the Lord's Church near 
military bases throughout the world lo
cate Christians being stationed in their 
area. As we are helping congregations 
locate Christians in the military, we 
preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

We are helping congregations, through 
Key Men appointed by each congregation, 
locate 1,500-3,000 families and singles 
each year. Many of these desperately need 
spiritual and/or physical help as they 
move from base to base. Some, though 
raised in the church, have not yet obeyed 
the Gospel. In 1979 more than 150 bap
tisms that AMEN had a part in were 
reported. 

There are 500 U. S. Military Installa
tions around the world and more than 
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96% of them are covered by the 400 par
ticipating congregations. These congrega
tions and interested individuals help 
brethren at White's Ferry Road both 
through sharing information and by pro
viding financial assistance to the AMEN 
Staff. 

The way AMEN works is much like a 
post office. Information (Locator Forms) 
on Christians being transferred or needing 
help is sent to AMEN in West Monroe. A 
copy of this Locator Form is then sent 
to Key Men at all participating congrega
tions in the area near the Christian's base. 
That way several congregations in areas 
near any one base can receive the same 
information rather than AMEN select
ing a congregation. We send Locator 
Forms to all who participate. 

In order to participate, a congregation 
only needs to select a Key Man and in
form AMEN in West Monroe. Financial 
help is needed but not required for partici
pation. 

Due to frequent military transfers, 
AMEN receives between 10 and 20 Key 
Man changes each week. This is the main 
reason for having all Locator Forms go 
through AMEN rather than directly from 
Key Man to Key Man. We publish a Key 
Man Directory each year to help, but only 

the directory in West Monroe can be ac
curately kept up-to-date. 

The extra benefits of this ministry are 
also valuable to the cause of Christ. The 
American Forces Radio and Television 
Network is airing programs prepared by 
World Radio on its 900 radio stations. We 
hope to begin television programs soon. 

Another extra benefit for our brother
hood is in Gospel preachers. In the 1980 
fall class of the White's Ferry Road 
Church of Christ School of Preaching ap
proximately 40% of the students will come 
from our contacts with the military. 

While it is not our work to encourage 
Christians to join the military, it is our 
work to strengthen those who do enlist and 
to help congregations of the churches of 
Christ learn methods of reaching the lost 
ill the United States Military. We solicit 
the prayers and the help of all our great 
brotherhood in order that we may find 
every Christian in the military and offer 
fellowship and Christian hospitality to 
each. 

Use the form provided here to send 
us information about someone you know 
who would benefit from Contact With 
Christians On His Military location. 
Please send names and addresses of those 
needing help to: AMEN, 3201 N. 7th St., 
West Monroe, La. 71291. 

AMEN L 0 CATOR FORM 
Please urint aDd comulete as tboroujlaly aa •• 

Please Contact: ~ 
(Giv• Full Name) I 

At This Location Before (Date) Or At This LocatioD After (Date) 

(Give Address, Duty Info & Phone) ((iivto Addrr""· IJulv lnln ar l"honl.') 
..,.._ a.. ..... c::a.na-... ~---

.......... .,..._,&.-...,.... .. ... ..... 
CIIM1 

CIIIIIJ 

CIIIIIJ 

Special Neeod•. eotc:: 

!Name and addre:u1 of someone who will If overaAaa .rive DEROS nlwnyA know your address. 

&Jate 
~/coaea&Cb&•J-'*ea. .................................. ._ ...... 
CaD lleiiiCid Co locale 11M CID •lll&arJ Ink' "I .. .. ... ... M' .. ,..... ..... 

J,. tlu" .1 mo•mlwr nl .-~ .. ,.,, ... t'h ""' ' 
beam of Chis form r.. ae &1110111 ... ~ e1 Clrl'll& 11r.., _.... ..u.n. 

Locator initiated by: Date Remarkl 

IName. addres"' .\; phone) 
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Sermon Material 

Forgiving Your Brother 

INTRODUCTION 
Forgiving your brother is commanded. 

Paul, the apostle, put it this way: "Bear
ing with one another, and fo·rgiving each 
other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 
also should you" (Colossians 3:13). 

Here there is no allowance for excuses 
or failures. We need only the simple state
ment that we must forgive. Not only must 
we forgive, but we must forgive freely, as 
the Lord forgave us. 

What do we do to merit his forgiveness? 
Nothing! We cannot earn his forgiveness 
nor his love, we can only reject or re
ceive. Yet his willingness to forgive re
mains constant. 

Forgiveness has been defined as mean
ing "the giving up of resentment or claim 
or requital on account of an offense." In 
Colossians 3:13 it is also referred to as 
a "parcion." 

God's command to forgive involves the 
restoration of a broken relationship to a 
useful and healthy state. We restore the 
relationship as though the offense never 
happened. We give up all resentment, bit
terness and malice (Ephesians 4:31) to
ward another and seek to walk in love and 
unity as we are instructed in 1 Corinthians 
1:10. 

Since love "keeps no record of wrongs" 
(1 Corinthians 13:56 .. IV), we cannot 
love our brother and still hold on to the 
memories of past wrongs suffered. 

Ephesians 4 :32 tells us to forgive each 
other "as God, for Christ's sake hath for
given you." It is because of the work of 
Calvary that we can forgive and receive 
his forgiveness. We forgive our brother or 
sister in Christ because he has already 
forgiven them. 

Forgiveness Is Unlimited 
Just as Jesus freely forgives all of our 

sins, so we freely forgive all the offenses 
against us. Luke 17:3, 4 tells us to forgive 
seven times in a day. Here the writer uses 
God's divine number of forgiveness, not 
to show a limited number of times in which 
forgiveness is due, but the divine un
limited resources of God. 

It is for this reason that Christ tells us 
we are to f01·give, "not seven times, but 
seventy times seven." (Matthew 18 :22). 
He desires us to keep on forgiving and 
loving our brothers or sisters even as he 
continues to love us and forgive us when 
we wrong him. We have his promise that 
"if we confess our sins he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 
1:9). There is no limit to what he forgives. 
All that is needed is our desire to be for
given. 

Forgiveness Is Necessary 
Matthew 5:23, 24 tells us that before we 

can offer our gift to the Lord, we must 

CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

make peace with any brother that has a 
grievance against us. Forgiving and 
being forgiven then becomes a vital part 
of our worship before God. 

If we have done something for which we 
need forgiveness we must go to the in
dividual to be reconciled. After we have 
restored the relationship we are able to 
worship our Lord. 

What happens if we are the injured 
party, the one wronged? God does not 
allow us to walk in anger and hatred re
gardless of how justified we might feel. 

We are told that if we hate our brother 
(grudges, bitterness and resentment are 
all forms and degrees of hatred) we walk 
in darkneRs (1 John 3:11)). Anger and 
hatred blinds the individual to all else but 
the wrong which was suffered. Everything 
that is said or done regarding the individ
ual is clouded by the unforgiven act. 

God has declared that if we say we love 
Him but hate our brother we are a liar (1 
John 4 :20). Some may try to excuse them
selves by saying, "I don't hate my brother, 
I love him, I just can't forgive him." Yet 
love keeps no record of wrongs suffered 
(1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV). To love a 
brother includes not holding a grudge 
but rather forgiving him. 

Forgiveness Is An Act of The Will 
You can forgive an individual whether 

you "feel" like it or not. Even while we 
are still in sin, God loved us by sending 
his Son to die for us (Romans 5 :8). He 
freely chose to make a way for forgive
ness. All that is necessary to appropriate 
that forgiveness is for us to accept it. 

A door of forgiveness was made before 
we were created. ·confession is the key that 
opens that door. Our Heavenly Father 
knew from the beginning that the ma
jority of his creation would not accept his 
forgiveness. Yet, for the few, he prepared 
a way that would restore us to proper 
fellowship with him. 

He makes his forgiveness available to 
anyone who will come to him. A work of 
the Holy Spirit is to draw men unto him. 
He continually confronts men with their 
need for forgiveness and his willingness to 
forgive. 

We must attempt to make peace with 
our brother regardless of the "right or 
wrong." We need to determine to forgive 
and no longer hold that action against the 
individual. We forgive regardless of his 
reaction toward us. God will hold him re
sponsible for whether or not he accepts 
our forgiveness. 

Forgiveness Is Forgetting 
If we are to forgive as God for Christ's 

sake has forgiven us, we must forget the 
matter once it is forgiven. When we de
termine to forgive we begin the process of 
allowing that incident to slip from our 
minds, refusing to consider it again. 

(Jeremiah 31 :34b TAB) "For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will (serious
ly) remember their sin is no more." "For I 
will be merciful and gracious toward their 
sins and I will remember their deeds of 
unrighteousness no more." (Hebrews 
8:12) 

When God forgives us of our sins he 
does so completely. There is never any 
"holding back" of his forgiveness. Because 
he forgives completely, that which is done 
is never brought before us again. We no 
longer live in condemnation over our past 
life when we walk after the Spirit and 
do not walk after the flesh. (Romans 
8:1) 

Because he no longer remembers our 
sins we are free from the penalty of those 
sins. Christ's blood has paid the penalty 
and we are free. When we forgive others 
we appropriate Christ's blood to pay the 
penalty for their sins and we look upon 
those who have hurt us just as God looks 
upon them. We are never to allow our
selves the dubious "luxury" of wallowing 
in self-pity for wrongs done to us. 

How Can We Forgh·e Like This? 
First, we realize that we cannot forgive 

as he forgives, in our own strength. God 
does not command us to do something with
out also giving us the power to accom
plish the task. "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me" (Philip
pians 4: 13). We can forgive and he 
strengthens us in our resolve to forgive. 

Second, we refuse to dwell upon the 
trespass with our minds. 2 Corinthians 
10:5 tells us to control our thought life. 
We refuse to let our minds "replay" the 
incident over and over. Instead, we con
centrate on that which js good and up
lifting to our spirit (Philippians 4:8). 

Third, we don't talk about the incident 
to anyone, including the offender. We con
centrate on speaking only those things 
which will build up the Body of Christ 
(Ephesians 4:29). Our speech is meant 
to bring hope and life in Christ to those 
about us. 

Fourth, we remove all reminders of the 
incident, if possible. Since God never re
members our deeds anymore, why should 
we remind each other? We put away those 
things that prevent our forgetting the 
offense. 

Fifth, we become reconciled one to an
other. A right relationship is restored as 
we walk together "in lowliness and meek
ness, with long-suffering, forebearing one 
another in love; endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
(Ephesians 4:2, 3) If we walk in the 
Spirit, not yielding to the flesh, we can 
forgive. 

DAVIS PARK CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
901 W. Rumble Road, Modesto, CA 95350 
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A Lost Bit of Restoration History 
HULEN L. JACK SON 

The old log church, established in 1818 ncar Plattsburg, Missouri. 

A dream of years was finally realized on April 25 when 
H erbert Broadus of Topeka, Kansas drove me to the village of 
Plattsburg, Mo.- just north of the new Kansas Cily airport-
to visit mainly the Old Log church about 3 miles northeast of the 
city. Searching for my religious "roots" for some years I had 
been quite anxious to visit this spot which had played a part in 
our family stories for several generations. Naturally to me it 
is an important chapter in the history of lhe restoration move
ment as the church moved West. Let me after much research 
relate the chapter to you. 

John Livingston and wife natives of Tennessee moved to 
Clay County, Missouri apparently by 1818 and then into the 
northern part of the county which became Clinton County since 
their daughter Mary Ann was born there in 1818. They were 
Christians at the time. John's mother was a sister of Raccoon 
John Smith. Ezek.iah Jackson and family moved about the 
same time from Cumberland .County, Kentucky being also Chris
tians having been converted by Barton W. Stone. Two other 
Christian families immigrated into the county from Tennessee
the J ohn Biggerstaff and Samuel Biggerstaff families. John 
Biggerstaff had married the daughter of Ezekiah Jackson. These 
families in the 1820s started the church meeting first in John 
Biggerstaff's home and then erecting the original "Old Log 
"Church" wi th the cemetery beside it. It thus became the first re
ligious body in Clinton county with its own building-24 by 24 
built of hand hewn Jogs thus the name it still wears. The present 
building was built in 1877 and used for worship till 1918. Rac
coon John Smith often in visiting his nephew, J ohn Livingston, 
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preached in revivals in the Old Log Church. Moses E. Lard Jivin~ 
in the Jackson township of lhe county served for quite some time 
as preacher for the church and S. S. Trice while pt·eaching 
there one Su11day fell dead in the pulpit and is buried behind the 
building in the cemetery. 

James DeForest Murch in "Christian Only" explains that 
right after Missouri became a state in 1821 many followers of 
Barton W. Stone moved from Kent ucky and established churches 
throughtout that area . John Livingston built t he first house 
in what later became PlatlsbUl·g then called Concord Township 
and some years later helped establish the church in Plattsburg 
which is now the Christian ch urch but which did not use the 
instrument in worship until about 1877. But, the Old Log 
church remained 1·eligiously as it had always been until 1918 
when they ceased to worship the re. Annually the "oldtime1·s" as
sembled for a reunion and cemetery workday un lil but a few 
years ago and some of them moved a piano into the present build
ing to be used in these reunions which step caused some of 
them to no longer attend charging that the church had never 
used the instrument and it should not be allowed in the building. 
Herbert Broadus and I took pictures standing in the pulpit 
where Raccoon John Smith, Moses E. Lard, S. S. T rice, W. C. 
Robers, B. M. Longan, James C. Creel, and J. W. Perkins had 
stood and preached. Quite a t hrill. 

In the vault in Plattsbur~ courthouse is the h:mdwri tten wed
ding license by this John Biggers taff, first Justice of the Peace, 
uniting his brother-in-Jaw, Oliver Ivins Jackson (my great 
grandiather) and Mary Ann Livingston, oldest daughter of lhe 
John Liv ingstons on August 22, 1833. A history of Missouri a nd 
of Clinton County slates that in 1842 there were two elders of 
the Old Log chu rch, John Biggerstaff and Olivet· Jackson. The 
same book also relates that Duke Young was a preache1· who 
helped start the Old Log church and also the one in Plattsburg. 
The original church families were Biggerstaff, Trice, Young, 
Hill, Jackson, and Livingston. 1\Iy relatives-the Oliver Ivins 
Jackson family and the G. W. Biggerstaff family-in 1851 
moved to Fannin County, Texas establishing the church south of 
Bonham on their farmland camng the creek where the church 
and school building stood Jackson Creek. My father named for 
his grandfather often would recall for us attending worship 
there sitting on the split rail pews and going to school there 
during the week. This congregation one of the earliest in T exas 
later moved into the "city" of Gober which had grown up nearby. 
Oliver Ivins and his son, Andrew Jackson (my grandfather) both 
served as elders till their deaths and they lie buried along with 
the older Biggerstaffs in a sadly neglected cemetery on one of 
the original farms of Fannin County but the influence of that 
Old Log church up in Missouri lives on in the lives oi countless 
thousands. Some Christians in Missouri ought to see that the 
state or historical society places a marker on the spot which 
meant so much in the early days of Missouri and the church 
there. 

P.O. Box 56, Duncanville, Texas 75116 
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A Chink in the Mormon Message (1) 

Not so very long ago, Mormonism 
seemed just another cult. Occasionally, 
we would see the pair of young men in 
white shirts and ties as they pedalled along 
on their bicycles. We smugly said, "Those 
young boys call themselves Elders--.but 
they could never convince anyone about 
that, or anything else." But times, they are 
a-changing! This group has gained ac
ceptance by many Americans, largely be
cause of many prominent Mormons in 
sports, entertainment, politics and other 
things. The Mormon Church is fabulously 
wealthy. According to Bro. Bill Hearn, 
who is doing a very effective work in 
Logan, Utah, the Mormon Church is the 
second richest organization west of the 
Mississippi. Nationally, they are among 
the top ten. Bro. Hearn reports they con
trol such familiar businesses as Beneficial 
Life Ins. Co., Sunkist, Dole, Western Air
lines, Union Pacific Railroad, Marriot 
Inns, and many, many others. 

Most distressing of all is their rapid 
conversion and growth rate. They now 
number over 4 Illillion members, and are 
planning to reach their 5th million within 
the next several years. With 30,000 young 
missionaries working overtime in this 
their Sesquicentennial year, they will 
reach their goal. They are baptizing more 
than one-quarter million people per year, 
and growing in logarithmic proportions. 
You don't need to be a mathematician to 
see what the next decade holds in store. 

I've studied with hundreds of Mormons, 
including their "elders," their "bishops," 
and other ranking leaders. Praise God, the 
truth of God's word has the power to con
vict and convert! But the best success 
rate is in heading .off the false teaching 
before one becomes another one of their 
converts. 

The Mormon doctrine and its teachers 
are the most adept at deception that you 
will ever encounter. I can guarantee that. 
However their doctrine has its Achilles 
Heel! I ~an also guarantee that. I've dis
covered it. Not just by myself, but others 
also have found it, and have been most 
helpful. My purpose in this article is ~o 
give you the simple key that will perm1t 
you to deal effectively with their false doc
trine and it only takes a few moments. 

, 0 

Don't let yourself get bogge~ down. m 
their strange beliefs. Everythtng wht~h 
they believe and accept is based upon thetr 
faith that Joseph Smith received the 
Aaronic Priesthood, and that he was a 
prophet. They believe in vicarious bap
tisms for their dead ancestors, celestial 
marriages, God is flesh and bone, that the 
Bible is not accurately translated, and on 
and on. This they readily accept because 
they believe Joseph Smith received the 
priesthood, and with it the ~uthority to 
teach reveal interpret, and hts word was 
law. They b~lieve they exclusively possess 
this authority in a direct succession of the 
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priesthood ordinations since Joseph Smith 
theoretically received his from John the 
Baptist. 

Know what the Bible teaches about the 
Aaronic and Melchisedec Priesthoods, and 
how Mormon doctrine contradicts Scrip
ture, and you have the lever to defeat 
them. 

Here is one thing which you should 
know about their method of convincing 
their prospective members. They use a 
"leap-frog" approach. First, they tell a 
touching, heart breaking story of poor, 
persecuted, martyred Joseph Smith. When 
the prospective member feels pity and 
sorrow, he is convinced that God has given 
him the answer-this "burning in his 
bosom," which he was promised. After one 
is convinced Joseph Smith was a prophet, 
he then is willing to accept all that Joseph 
Smith claimed. Of course, this is "putting 
the horse before the cart," but it is the 
approach which they use, and it is suc
cessful at the rate of about 250,000 per 
year. 

So, stay with the priesthood. Don't let 
them get off this subject. You will find 
them desperate to get away from it if 
you show that you know what the Bible 
says about it, but don't let them stray! 
Teach this basic truth to your fellow 
Christians, especially to the young, so they 
will not be deceived by the Mormons
ever. It is of life and death importance! 

In Numbers 17, God settled forever the 
priesthood of the Old Testament. Aaron's 
rod alone budded and brought forth al
monds, while the ones supplied by the 
princes of the other tribes did n_othing. 
Numbers 18 :20-24 gives the law regarding 
the Levites. They alone did the service. in 
the tabernacle. II Chronicles 26:16-21 
shows what happened to a non-Levite who 
attempted to usurp these duties. Hebrews 
7:14 states that Jesus was from the tribe 
of Judah, "of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood." This is 
basically what the Bible teaches about the 
Aaroriic Priesthood. Of course, the Bible 
is filled with information, but it all con
firms this basic truth. Only from the 
tribe of Levi could an Aaronic Priest be 
chosen. 

Joseph Smith claimed something differ
ent. Here is what he says in the book, 
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE, "Joseph 
Smith" 2:69, as John the Baptist sup
posedly appeared to him and his friend, 
Oliver Cowdery: 

"Upon you my fellow servants, in the 
name of Messiah, I confer the Priest
hood of Aaron, which holds the keys of 
the ministering of angels, and the gos
pel of repentance, and of baptism by 
immersion for the remission of sins; and 
this shall never be taken again from the 
earth until the sons of Levi do offer 
again an offering unto the Lord in 
righteous ness." 

Pretty unusual story, isn't it? Just wait 
until you read the next verses! In the fol
lowing verse, Joseph Smith claimed that 
he and Oliver Cowdery were commanded 
to go and baptize each other, which they 
promptly did. Then verse 71 continues: 

"Accordingly we went and were bap
tized. I baptized him first, and after
wards he baptized me-after which I 
laid my hands upon his head and or
dained him to the Aaronic Priesthood, 
and afterwards he laid his hands on me 
and ordained me to the same Priest
hood-for so we were commanded." 

Now, watch carefully, and you will see 
the whole false doctrine crumble before 
your eyes. Why was it necessary for 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery to or
dain each other? If John the Baptist did 
ordain them, and if they properly obeyed 
his command, when did they "lose" their 
ordination as Aaronic priests? If John's 
ordaining them was not valid, since they 
had to ordain each other again after their 
baptisms, then they were guilty of bap
tizing without a priesthood, which is in 
contradiction to all Mormon Doctrine! 
Next, Joseph Smith was not a Levite. 
When did God change his law which He 
said was, "forever?" Did God lie? 

Another death blow to Mormon claims 
about the Aaronic Priesthood is from inside 
their own material. In DOCTRINE AND 
COVEN ANTS, section 7, they claim that 
John the apostle, never died, and that he 
rema'ined on earth to minister and prophe
sy. If an apostle remained on earth, (and 
also 3 Nephites, as claimed in the Book o! 
Mormon) and they were supposed to have 
the Priesthood, then there was no lost 
Priesthood, as Joseph Smith claimed. 
Joseph Smith claimed the Priesthood was 
lost in the apostasy, and had to be re
stored through him by John the Baptist. 
No apostasy could have occurred com
pletely, if there were men left on earth 
with the Priesthood, ministering and 
prophesying, as Joseph Smith claimed! 
Not only does this story contradict the 
Bible, it contradicts itself. 

The next truth which devastates J oesph 
Smith's argument is to demonstrate that 
Jesus is our authority to teach and bap
tize. Scripture teaches the priesthood of 
all believers. Peter writes that we are a 
"holy priesthood" and a "royal priest
hood." Jesus held no priesthood on _earth, 
as Hebrews 8:4 tells us, yet he taught 
with authority (Matt. 7 :29) and he com
manded baptism for those who became his 
disciples, as we read in John 4:1. 

Our next article will give the simple 
biblical key about the Melchisedec Priest
hood which you can use to refute Mor
mon claims. 

P.O. Box 753, Boerne, Texas 78006 
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What the AMEN Program Means 
Here are a few of the many letters re

ceived from those who have benefitted 
from the AMEN program. People away 
from home, family, and local congrega
tion need each other. Some have esti
mated that 90% of all Christians who 
become members of the military become 
unfaithful to the church. Amen is turning 
these figures around. 

Read some of the letters of gratitude 
received from those who have perhaps 
been saved for the Lord's work by the 
Amen program. 

-o-
STEVENSON, ALABAMA-A couple 
of years ago I sent AMEN to my son and 
daughter-in-law's name and address. Since 
then a lot of wonderful things have hap
pened. 

Larry was restored and Joyce was bap
tized into Christ. They are now working 
with a small congregation in Virginia. 
He's still in the Air Force, but his life be
longs to God. 

Thank you for your part in helping 
some of my family become faithful Chris
tians. I thank the Lord for the work you're 
doing and pray that you'll be able to 
continue. 

Please send Larry your AMEN NEWS. 
I believe it will be an encouragement to 
him and his congregation.-Mrs. Jacque
lin Kirby 

***** 
INCIRLIK, TURKEY-We arrived in 
Adana, Turkey, on the morning of the 
9th of September and it was great to see 
two of the men from the church there at 
the airport. They had a place for us to 
stay when we got to the base and had us 
all fixed up. It was like we had known 
them for years. That night, several of the 
Christians got together over at one of the 
homes for supper and we were able to 
meet more of them. 

I would like .to put in a word for all 
Key Men. If you have Christians from 
your congregation going to an overseas 
assignment, please get those Locator 
Forms in! ! It especially means a lot 
somewhere like Turkey where we get so 
excited about new Christians coming into 
our area.-Bob and Sandy Crawford 

••••• 
RAF MILDENHALL/RAF LAKEN
HEATH, ENGLAND-We feel that one 
of the most important things that can 
happen to a new family or Christian when 
he comes to a new area is to have some
one waiting who is interested in him, 
ready to help when he needs it most, and 
we feel that the AMEN ministry is pro
viding us with an opportunity to do a 
great service for our fellow Christians. We 
feel that even if they were not faithful at 
home if we can get to them on their first 
day in England to help them and show 
Christian love for them, we have a chance 
to make strong faithful Christians out of 
them and send them back home better 
workers for the Lord.--Jim Greer 

• • • • * 
BERLIN, GERMANY -The Christians 
in Berlin wish to express to you and all 
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the AMEN staff our appreciation for your 
visit here in November. Also, for putting 
us in touch with Tony and Pam Break. I 
learned at the Retreat that Pam was not 
a member of the Lord's church and upon 
returning to Berlin, Gerry and I set up a 
study with this young couple. You will be 
thrilled to learn that December 5th, after 
only one night of study, Pam was baptized 
into Christ. Again, we see the power of 
God's word when it is presented to lost 
souls. 

At a business meeting last night, we 
men agreed to support the AMEN min
istry in the amount of $100 per month. 
There is also a bonus check of $300 to be 
used as you see fit. We are sold on the 
AMEN ministry and we will continue to 
pray for it.-Lester Vaughn 

*. *. * 
FT. SHERIDAN, ILL-I have been 
remiss in not writing you sooner to ex
press the gratitude I have for the AMEN 
ministry. 

It was through AMEN, specifically 
Raymond Mayes, now at Ft. Bragg, that 
I was able to find the church in Korea. 
It opened a door in my life to warm 
Christian fellowship with brethren I will 
never forget or be able to thank enough. 
Through AMEN, I was given the oppor
tunity to help others, and I hope I was of 
some assistance to the brothers that I was 
blessed in meeting. 

Now I'm at Ft. Sheridan in the good 
company of brother Al Cromerand family 
and the Liberyville Mundelein Church of 
Christ.--J eff Blackwood 

* * * * * 
BAD TOLZ, GERMANY -Keep up the 
fine work for the Lord. We in the military 
are encouraged by the AMEN ministry. 
The newspaper is also a source of in
spiration. 

My family and I have recently moved 
to Bad Tolz, Germany. There are only 
three families of Christians here, but 
thanks to the AMEN ministry we found 
Pach other immediately. 

At present we are meeting for Sunday 
morning worship in Munich at the Laim 
congregation. They (the German breth
ren) have been kind enough to share their 
facilities with us. Our Bible Study is at 
10:15 and worship at 11:15. Brother 
Gottfried Reichel has been of great help 
to us.-Fred and Jean Stubbs 

**Ill** 
USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
CVN69-I want to thank you for provid
ing the service you do for the Lord and 
for brothers like me and many others I 
have known who are serving in the mili
tary. AMEN has helped me twice in the 
past when I arrived at new duty sta
tions.-Richard M. Heaman 

***** 
SALZBURG, AUSTRIA-Please send me 
a copy of the 1979 Key Man Directory. 
We just moved to Salzburg as mission
aries and often have tourists pouring 
through who ask where a church meets on 
their tour route. Your directory is a great 

help in military areas.-William E. Mc
Donough 

* *. * * 
FT. WORTH ,TEXAS-Thank you for 
mailing the name of the Key Man at 
Atsugi, Japan, to our daughter, Carolyn, 
in San Antonio. Mr. Coffin (Key Man at 
Atsugi) wrote a beautiful letter to her; 
then he and his family took her to church 
her first Sunday in Japan. We also talked 
with him to find out if she arrived safely. 
This is a valuable service you give, and it 
gave us much reassurance to have Chris
tians where she works as Speech Thera
pist for American children on base.
Mrs. K. L. Hutton 

* * * * * 
USS JASON, WEST PACIFIC-I've 
been reading the AMEN NEWS. It really 
warms my heart. 

I've only been a Christian a little over 
a year. I am not a real strong Christian 
right now and would like a copy of your 
overseas directory so while I'm in Westpac 
I can try to contact a congregation at each 
port. I desperately need Christian fellow
ship, as we all do. I've been unable to find 
any Christians on board my ship. (I guess 
I should get on the ball and try teaching 
others, huh?) I am currently in Subic 
Bay, Philippines. We will be leaving here 
the last part of this month for Hong Kong 
and Pusan, Korea, then onto Y okosaka, 
Japan and then the States. I would like ad
dresses of congregations or Christians I 
can get in touch with if possible.-Charles 
Klinker 

***** 
SANTA CRUZ, CALIF.-Thanks for 
your AMEN program. You have a mar
velous program. I have two sons in the 
service and both of them have been con
tacted by AMEN Key Men at various 
times. Thank you for your program! ! !
Dixie H. Barker 

* * * * * 
ZARAGOZA, AB SPAIN-We received 
the Locator Form on Robert Shuman. We 
were able to contact him two days after 
receiving the word that he would be com
ing to Zaragoza. He has worshipped with 
us since arriving. He will be departing on 
30 July. We will be saddened by his de
parture. While here we were able to intro
duce him to two other Christians from 
Spangdahlem AB Germany, his next as-

. signment. There is no congregation at 
Spangdahlem. The Christians from there 
worship with the Christians at Bitburg 
AB Germany. Thanks to the AMEN Pro
gram we were able to contact this wonder
ful Christian.--Jim Swails 

.... * * * * 
KAULUA, HAWAII-Thank you for 
the information concerning the AMEN 
program. As you may be aware, there are 
several military bases located on the island 
of Oahu and Kaneohe MCAS is here at 
Kaulua. The major percentage of our con
gregation are members of one of the mili
tary services . 

One of the goals of the Kaulua church 
is to make contact with every military 
Christian moving into our area. We are 

fiRM ·FOUNDATION-AUGUST 5, 1980 



to Christians • 
1n 

confident the AMEN program will be of 
great assistance in the fulfillment of this 
effort. 

At a meeting of the men last night, the 
elders selected me to be the Key man and 
to administer the program for the congre
gation. Please send me all necessary 
information and especially the AMEN lo
cator forms so we may be active partici
pants in the program as soon as possible. 
-Paul H. Martin 

* * * * * 
USS YOSEMITE AD-19-My name is 
James M. Greenfield in the Navy stationed 
on the USS YOSEMITE. My home con
gregation is Jacksonville, Florida Church 
of Christ where Steve Worley is the Key 
Man. We have five members of the 
church on board and we expect another 
one in October. 

What I would like to do is be the Key 
Man on board this ship. We have over 
900 men on board and going over seas, 
we need a contact on board. 

At sea we hold our own services and 
Bible studies separately while other "ser
vices" are being held. When we arrive in a 
port we contact a church as soon as pos
sible. 

So far, we have baptized three men into 
Christ and pray that we can help many 
more in the next two years. I have two 
years left on board this ship, when I leave, 
I will help someone else take over this re
sponsibility.-J ames M. Greenfield 

* * * * * 
SHEPPARD AFB, TEXAS-Sometimes 
you work until you think nothing does any 
good. Then you see direct results of your 
work. On Monday, Valentine's Day, I had 
the privilege of baptizing Airman Basic 
Marcus D. Ivey of Nashville, Tennessee. It 
makes those unsuccessful studies seem all 
worthwhile, just to find the one who would 
accept the truth. This was also an AMEN 
contact from a couple of weeks earlier. 

Just wanted you to know AMEN is ac
tive in Wichita Falls, Texas. AMEN!!!
Sandy Detherage 

* * * * * 
LAWTON, OK.-On May 1, 1977, the 

Northwest Church of Christ in Lawton, 
OK, began a new mission work on the 
local U.S. Army Post at Ft. Sill. Services 
are now being held each Lord's Day, be
ginning at 3 :00 P.M., in Hartell Chapel. 

This work is a part of the AMEN min
istry of the Northwest church. Don Yelton, 
coordinator of the AMEN work at White's 
Ferry Road Church of Christ in West 
Monroe, Louisiana, has worked closely 
with Russ Blackwell, AMEN Key Man of 
the Northwest congregation, to help this 
work. Several of the members of the 
Northwest church, as well as members of 
other congregations in Lawton, are work
ing together to find Christians stationed 
at Ft. Sill, especially those in basic train
ing. 

The following incident illustrates how 
the Northwest Church of Christ uses its 
AMEN ministry to reach souls for Christ. 
In early June, Mark Ball, a Christian from 
Corinth, Mississippi, entered the U.S. 

the Military 
Army and was sent to Ft. Sill for basic 
training. 

Mark is a soul winner and was de
termined to worship with God's family. 
So, he contacted one of the post chap
lains and asked about services. He was 
told that he could attend protestant ser
vices, and proceeded to share the gospel 
with the chaplain. The chaplain told Mark 
that one of the unit commanders was a 
member of the church of Christ. This 
brother had previously informed the chap
lain that he was a member of the church 
of Christ and a part of their AMEN pro
gram. Mark contacted the Christian C. 0., 
who arranged for Mark to be picked up 
for services. 

The second time Mark attended the ser
vices of the Northwest church, he brought 
an army buddy, Richard Cockran, who was 
studying the Bible with him. Richard was 
baptized that day. 

There are three congregations in Law
ton who are participating in the AMEN 
work. They are the University Church of 
Christ, Eight and Lee Church of Christ, 
and the Northwest Church of Christ. Each 
has appointed a Key Man and is receiving 
contacts through the Locator Service. 
These congregations have gained several 
new members due to their work in AMEN. 
-Russ Blackwell 

* * •• * 
WEST MONROE, LA.- Many very 
touching letters have been received by 
AMEN during our nearly three years in 
this ministry. However, there are no more 
touching letters than those written by 
Christians who have fallen away from 
the Lord and yet, desperately want to 
return. Following are excerpts from a let
ter written by a young Christian over
seas who really needs our prayers and 
help. 
PUSAN, KOREA-"I've been a Christian 
for quite a few years. I was raised in 
the church, however that was what my 
parents felt. I went to church on Sunday 
and Wednesday nights but I hardly opened 
my Bible out of church. I was brought up 
in very similar circumstances to other 
Christian youth .I've known. At school I 
did my own thing, but in church I wept 
bitterly for my sins, begging God's for
giveness. I came to the point of living 
two lives and realized that what I was 
doing hurt the Christian's image. 

"I gave up Christianity for a few 
months and tried to leave God completely. 
My life was still going nowhere and I 
was about to get out of the human race, 
when, through the help of others, I real
ized the true love that God offers and 
the peace that can be found in Jesus. 

"I've held a shaky Christian walk since 
I came into the Army. God has kept a 
hand on the tail of my breeches, keep
ing me from getting away from Him. 
Before that. I fellowshipped with those of 
a denominational world for a year before 
I turned my life over for God. 

"Last week I went to a Church of Christ 
retreat and was inspired by the people 
there. I then restarted in God's direction. 

I'm not sure of the "straight and narrow 
path" but I'm seeking. I have a desire 
to work with people and lead them to 
Jesus. 

"I've started studying my Bible and 
taking notes. I could use any materials 
you might be willing to offer. I was told 
about cassette tapes AMEN has that I 
might be able to use and return. I'd like 
to know more. 

"My supervisor, a Major in the Army, 
is the AMEN Key Man here and his 
family and I are the only Christians we 
have been able to locate in this area. I'd 
like to receive the AMEN NEWS and any 
information about your ministry. I'm not 
rich, I don't have much money. I hope 
you will take this small check and use 
it for a good work." 

Our hearts break in agony of a brother 
trying to come to the Lord, despite the 
obviously trying situation that he is in. 
Temptations surround him and thousands 
and thousands of miles separate him from 
strong congregations. Thank God for the 
Key Man working with him and thank 
God for those who support the AMEN 
ministry. 

****"' 
DENTON, TEXAS-My name is Randall 
Colwell. I am 21 years old and I am a 
senior at North Texas University in Den
ton, Texas. My wife, Ruth and I are 
members of the University Church of 
Christ in Denton. 

Upon my graduation in May of 1979, 
I will be commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant 
in the Air Force. And herein lies my rea
son for writing you. 

After going on active duty, we will first 
travel to Vandenburg AFB, Californ;a, 
near Loml"oc. We will be there three 
months fo:::· training, after which we will 
be sent to my first assignment, probably 
for four years. 

I am designated a missileer. That means 
that I will be in the missle career field. 
and will most likely be stationed on one of 
nine bases, all located in the U.S. 

I need you to forwad information to me 
about faithful consn-egations near to any 
and ali of the missile bases. includin~ Van
denburg. Our spiritual welfare is of great 
concern to both my wife and me. We know 
that the fellowship and strena-th to be de
rived from association with God's people 
is of the utmost importance, and want to 
learn beforehand the situation in and 
around the bases to which we might be 
stationed. 

Thank you for your help and coopera
tion. May God bless you and your work 
richly.-Randall Colwell 

***"'"' 
FORT TVORTH. TEXAS-I, can't if:!: 
you how thankful I am to hear abn•:t 
AMEN, or how I appreciate your servi-~e. 
We have a youne: son who just reccontly 
went into the Marines. He has never been 
away from home, family or the chnr,.h. 
He loves the M3rines but he i~ VP.l'Y Innely 
and homesick. Please contact him if ynu 
can. Also, we would appreciate any in-

( Continued on page 11) 
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A PLEA TO RESTORE NEW 
TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY IN 1980 

This was the theme of a gathering of 
some one hundred s ixty brethren from 
the non-instrumental Churches of Christ 
and Christian Churches at Springs Mill 
State Park, Mitchell , Indiana, April 28 
and 29. 

The Spring Mill meeting was the out
growth of a Mid-Winter Christian Church 
Minister s Seminar. Glen Crowe, Church 
of Christ minister from Tompkinsville, 
Ky. was conducting a workshop on "The 
Minister a nd His Finances." Glen had a 
burden on his h eart for a better under
standing of our common background and 
an honest discussion of t he things that 
divide us. A committee composed of Glen; 
Baxter Graves, Bedford. Ind.; Don Oelza, 
Bedford; Joe Cooper, Mt. Pleasant Chris
t ian Church, Bedford; Phillip Curry, Hill
crest Christian Church, Bedford, Ind.; and 
and Roy McClain, Georgetown Christian 
Church, meet a t the French Lick and f or
mulated the format for the Spring Mill 
meeting. 

Down through the years there has been 
li ttle disposition to do more than debate 
the issues that divide these two sector s 
of the Restoration Movement. The key
note message by Glen Crowe set the tone 
for the ent ire session. Glen stressed the 
fact that-we are the Body of Christ
We are brethren- We are divided-We 
recognize divis ion as sinfuL-Thus our 
duty to mend, resolve differences, to "rea
son together ." 

The speaker s and subjects were : Glen 
Crowe, "We Be Brethren." Phil Curry, 
"Our Common Heritage." Baxter Graves, 
"The Bible Our Author ity." F lavil Nichols, 
"Why We Do Not Use the Instrument," 
David Eubanks, "Why We Do Not Make 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS! 

Teachers needed for established 
Christian school. grades 3-7 for term 
starting September. 
Immediate need for school adminis
trator /teacher. 
Help Christian education flourish in 
one of the nation's growing garden 
spots. 

REDLAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
17700 S.W. 280th St. 

H o mestead, FL 33030 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

l Place a snort sermon •n your c•ty. county 
newspaper Ellect1ve 30 sermons free 

2 Spread the Woro by p tac1ng tract racks all 
over town Make racks for 15e lnstruc'•ons 
free. 

3 Ccnven Catholic friends 15 art•cles teach 
pta,nty. k•ndty Free. 

Clio ad. check 11ems desued Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stampeO <Oc addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE. 202 Grape St . Ab•lene . Texas 79€01. 
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the Instrument a Test of Fellowship." 
Delbert Gray, "Areas Where We Can 
Work Together." Don Oelza, "Where to 
From Here?" 

While the brethren at Spring Mill faced 
t he issues frankly, they did so in good 
spirit and with constructive purposes in 
view. 

Cornelius C. Abbott, P . 0 . Box 395, 
Malakoff, Texas.: I retul'ned home in 
l\Iarch from Florida Keys and suffered 
a heart attack. I am doing just fine, but 
had to cancel my meetings in Ohio, W. 
Va., but will be with these churches in 
October. Thanks for the many prayers in 
my behalf. 

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION AND SPORT AVIATION EXHIBITION 

Corne worship with us . 

OAl{HA VEN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Oshkosh, Wiseonsin 54902 

414 235-6235 

GREll T TElll:HING Mil IE RIAL! 
• Presentations to Youth: j immy Allen, W illie Frankl in, M urray Isaac, Gary Martin, 

jim McGuiggan, Mark Phillips, Marvin Phillips, Terry Rush, David Skates, Haskell 
Sparks, Jeff Walling, Lt. Dick Webber, " Big Don" Wi l liams, Ben Zickefoose. 

• Women's Classes: Pat Baker/ Linda Chi les, Sheila Bast, .Liz. Copeland, Mari lyn 
Crawford, Susan Giboney, j oyce Hardin, Em i ly Lemley, Ann Lucas, Pat Starl ing, 
Roxy Thomas, LaVerne Wade, Dot Vasko, Helen Young. 

• Marriage and Family: Richard Baggett, Lynwood Mathis, Lynn McMillon, Carl 
Mitchell, Gayle Napier, I ra North, Carrol l Pi tts, Bi lly Ringold, Truman Scott. 

• Leadership Training: V. P. Black, Norman Gi pson, Dayton Keesee, Reuel Lem
mons, Abe Lincoln, Cline Paden, Richard Rogers, Truman Scott, Harold Taylor. 

• Many o ther topics and speakers available for rent or purchase on VIDEO TAPE. 
Send for details: CHRISTIAN VIDEO SERVICE, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93534 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You ca n receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/ State/Zip 

Signature 
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rD:fEN PROGRill\I-

(Continued from page 9) 
formation you might send us regarding 
your program.-Mildred Gray 

* * * * * 
USS ENTERPRISE-Now that I'm de
ployed once again aboard the ENTER
PRISE, i t becomes painfully clear again 
how much need there is for someone to 
care for our young Christian men and 
women in the military. 

We have many on board this cruise that 
have "dropped out" since our last cru ise 
and who have not even been approached 
by a loca l congregation in t heir home base. 
We lack most things that make churches 
strong-trained preachers, good teachers, 
faithful elders, the love and concern of 
close fr iends and r elatives and the sta
bilizing of homes. 

Into this atmosphere, we send our 
young men and women with the admoni
t ion "pray and read your Bible and don't 
forget to write!" ONLY THE STRONG 
SURVIVE SPIRITUALLY. Please pray 
for us on board the USS ENTERPRISE; 
we are composed of only 5 or 6 faithful 
members. We will do our best to r emain 
faithful and leach others, but we do need 
your prayers.-Dave King 

* * * * * 
THERE IS NO CHURCH N EAR ME 

by Don Yelton 
West Monroe, La .-Having spent 2 

tours of duty in isolated areas and 1 re
mote tour in Turkey with my fam ily, this 
writer can really appreciate the diff icul
ties Christians face trying to find t heir 
brethren. What do you feel as you read 
this letter written to the elders of the 
Eastside Church of Christ in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado and shared with 
AMEN? 
Lctte1· to Colo?"Culo Springs 
Dear Elders : 

T pray this finds you a ll in good h~alth. 
The reason I am writing is the1·e ts no 
chm·ch nea1· me. 

The nearest is 60 miles hnd maybe 
that is only hear say. vVe have no car so 
we can 't f ind out for sure. 

Would it be right for ou-r family to buy 
Bibles, lesson plans for Bible teaching, 
song books, using contribution money or 

* Hssr outstsndlng 
spsakBtS pnJSBnt Bibls 
lessons to build snd 
sncoursgs ths church. 

would it be wiser to send it home to you? 
We arc at a loss as to how to use the 
contribution money. 

Please write back and tell us what you 
think. Also there arc no members of l he 
church of Christ here. It is har d for us 
to stand alone, without people who are 
believers of Christ. I miss you all very 
much. I took the church people for grant
ed. Having none who believe as strong as 
I . do here is hard. When I was lhere I re
ceived strength from so many people. I 
lean harder on my heavenly Father. P lease 
pray for us. 

Charles, Linda and family 

After n L ocato1· and letter was sent 
Dear Brother Yelton: 

Hope this finds you well. We made a 
decision. We are going to divide the con
tribution three ways : To AMEN, Nurn
burg and to Colorado Spr ings. Thank you 
so much for writing us. 

We were very happy lo have met such 
nice sisters and brothers in our new 
church (Nurnburg, Germany. I met my 
sister and brolher Cindy and Don Hurten
burg in our new church. We were so hap
py io see each other. They are from 
Colorado Springs also. We had so much 
to talk about. 

I thank God for answer ing my prayers 
to let me find Christians. I miss my 
Christian family in Colorado Springs. 
I'm very close to them. I will be looking 
forward to hearing from you. 

Linda Charles and family 

We are continuiug to receive lettE~rs 
from t he P lowman family (March 1980) . 
They are worshiping faithfully with the 
Lord's people in Nurnburg, Germany. 

Perhaps you know of Christians in the 
mililary who are having trouble finding 
olher Christians or maybe they are not 
even looking. AMEN (American Military 
Evangelizing Nations) is an effective min
istry at nearly every U.S. military instal
lation in the world. This free service. needs 
only a name and address to help your 
loved one. Would you l ike to encourage 
your congregation near a military instal
lation to begin its own AMEN Ministry? 
Write: AMEN, 3201 N. 7th Sl., West Mon
roe, La. 71291. 

September 
25·27, 
1980 

* Ovsr 40 c/sssss ds
signsd to show how 
to bsttsr ssrvB ths 
Lord. 

WRITE OR CAll TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
_ complete program _ brother~ood exhlblt 1 - hou1lng and compor spoco - area motel Information -

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O. 8ot 81 (205) 766-6610 Jl"en<e, Alabama 35630 

enroll by /ept . 8 
Two-'l'e•r Co wne w.-t.ite. o.t eall 

HUGH SHIRA , V~H<to< Tult1 on rree 

Y. A, Appro¥td 710 1 W.,t..., t ""•-•, a.,.....,, .... Cellf. fOUO 

Ttlutlo"e: (11 4) ~Zl-8362 

/ouU\ern California /cflool 
of 

~ wro m [B@ DEl~[[]] 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Li fe, 
Group Li fe Plans 
Retirement Plans 

JVrite or call for iu/ormatiou 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

For t Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 81 7 /429·1403 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or 1nore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounted to yield 
12 o/0 or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

F or prospectus .and mo1·e 
informatiOn 

Call collect or write to : 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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F'RANK PACK . APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN OF RELIGION DIVISION 

AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

Claud e A. Guild, Box 96, Sp1·ingtown, 
Texas 76082: 

per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
tes 0111 accepted. 

Our first month in Springtown, Texas 
resulted in 35 responses including four 
baptisms, the a ppoin tment of four new 
deacons and att endance holding while 
others have summer slumps. My next 
meeting w ill be in Grants Pass, Oregon, 
August 24-28. 

Reprints of on1 single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the T hri fty 
Co ngregation or C hristian School 

P leas e write or ca ll for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P . 0. Dx 8300 
\Vnco, Texna 70710 

Ed Wilson 
(817) 7'12-1104 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2'-h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Ca ll: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Dr. Frank Pack, distinguished professor 
of religion a t Pepperdine University and 
a man recognized nationwide for his 
biblical scholarship, has been named chair
man of the religion division at Pepperdine 
University. 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Pack will assume his new post in the 
fall. He fills the vacancy created by Carl 
!Vlitchell, who leaves Pepperdine after 14 
years as an educator and administrator to 
join the faculty at Harding U niversity. 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Central Ohio School For Preachers and Teachers 
Columbus , Oh io 

Two Year Course For Teachers 
Principles at Teaching 
Teaching Children 
Teaching Young People 
Teaching Adults 
History and Philosophy ot Christian Education 
Educat ional Program of the Church 
Audio-Visual Aids 
Becoming Your Own Teacher 
English II 
Hermeneutics 

f~:cshe~~~~ 
Denominational Doctrines I 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Christian Evidences 
Bible History and Geography 
0 T. Survey 
N.T. Survey 
ln tertestamenlal Penod 

Ten electives 

Applications Accepted NOW For 
Class Beginning September 15. 

FREE Tuition 

For Catalog and Application 

WRITE 1140 Williams Rd .. Columbus. 

Ohio, 43207, or CALL 614·491·5777. 

Entering Tenth Year 

Emphasis o n Practical 

Under the oversight of the 

Elders of the Williams Road Church of Christ 
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Three Year Course For Preachers 
QUARTER ONE 

English I 
O.T. Survey 
Synoplics 
Hermeneutics 
The Church 
Greek I 

QUARTER TWO 

English II 
N.T. Survey 
Pentateuch 
Homilet ics t 
Timothy & Titus 
Greek II 

QUARTER THREE. 

English Ill 
Acts 
Oenommational Doctrines I 
Homiletics It 
Joshua through the United Kingdom 
Greek Ill 

QUARTER FOUR 

Bible History and geography 
How We Got the Bible 
Denominational Doctrines II 
Ministenal Ethics 
Personal Evangelism 
Greek IV 

QUAITER NINE 

Great Debates 
Romans & Galatians 
Phi losophy 
Peter through Jude 

' OJT 

QUARTER FtVE 

Christian Evidences 
Psalms 
lntertestamenlal Period 
Preaching 
Church History I 
Hebrew I 

QUARTER SIX 

Apologetics I 
Malar Prophets 
Corinthians 
Church History II 
Logic I 
Hebrew II 

QUARTER SEVEN 

Apologetics II 
Minor Prophets 
Restoration Sermons 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 

Thessalonians, Philemon 
Logic II 
Counseling 

QUARTER EIGHT 

Hebrtwa & Jamea 
Daniel & Revelation 
Proverbs & £ccl11iastes 
Educational Wortt ot the Church 
llrotherhood Issues 
Leadership 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 5, 1980 



Elders and preachers! 

"How much 
building-debt can 
your congregation 

afford? 
without ruining your regular church programs?" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

Mail this coupon today for a free cassette 
with answers to this and other questions about 
church financing! 
An oversized, unmanageable building debt is one of the 
problems that can wreck your whole church budget. 
What are the others, and how do you avoid them? 
Affiliated Managers, Inc., which has been serving 
churches of Christ exclusively for over 20 years gives 
you answers in this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. ~ffiliated Managers~z-------FF-80-8 

I 5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 • Over 1 ,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated services. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
financing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new 
I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should avoid. 

I Namc/ indi ... idual 

I Address / Church 

I Cily 

I Function in 

I 
I Telephone 

L ____ _ 
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l!'i"CLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

STUDENTS ON SUMMER CAMPAIGN 

TO GERMA NY AND SWITZERLAND 

Each summer the Broadway Church in 
Lubbock, Texas sponsors lJIO?·lcl OHt1·each 
Student Campaigns. The campaigns are 
organized by the Department of Bibl ical 
Studies at Lubbock Christian College. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

L.C.C. campaigners pictured here are : 
Terry Pa yne, Chris Rhodes, P hyllis Na
deau, Debbie Rogers, Penny Johnston, 
Paul Blake, Gay Hedges, A leta Stinson of 
Utah; Sherri Patterson and Glenn Mill. 

By accepting campaign invitations from 
small congregations in other countries, 
students will be exposed to the needs and 
opportunit ies in cross-cultural evangel
ism. Those going on the six week cam
paign will seek out contacts .for small 
existing churches by working house to 
house, and by singing in public parks and 
crowded areas. Campaigns will be con
ducted at Mannheim, Germany; Hagan, 
Germany; and at the church in Zurich, 
Switzerland. For the past semester the 
students have worked hard in t he area 
of fund raising, leaming the German 
la nguage, learning songs in German as 
well as studying the culture and mission
ary principles. The group will be led by 
Jack and Kay Nadeau, former mission
aries to Germany. 

l~~~~~·~~tANN~NG~ro~s~ulto?~~~·~·~~·1 

~ Continental Church Bu ilders is in its 18th :rear or successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in phnning toward construction of your new building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ) 
l 2811 Columbine P lace P. 0. Box 402Rl) ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 Nashville, Tennessee 37204 ~ 

r,...._.._...._ _ _.._...._.. _ _.. _ _....._.......__..-_..._.. _ _....,_.._......,...-....,... ......... -_.. .......... _.: 

r,DDic II'H irrE:-. 
Admlllhltator. 

l n'!nu.·lur 

\\'E:-;DL·Ll \\'1" 1..1 LR 
l>ift"L'IOf. 

lmt rm:tor 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

HOMECOMING II 
AUG. 17th II 
Military Parkway 
Church of Christ 

(Urbandale, Pleasant Mound) 

8510 Military Parkway 
Dallas, Tx. 75227 
1·214·381·1994 

Bible School- 9:00 
Worship-10:00 
Singing- 2:30 
Worship- 6:00 

Lunch served at the Building. 

Members, Friends, Families of 
Past, Present, Future please 

plan to attend. 

AI\ IH 1..1/ER 
L>t.•an or C,uu.Jcnt\ , 

ln1r>lrlll.:t\lr 

WENDELL WINKL:EH, Director 

•Two Year Full Time Course 

EDDIE \\ llllTEI'(, Administrator 

• S1 rong Bible Emphasis 
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JA~II :S WI! l CU n 
l lhtructor 

DICK SZ rAN\'0 
llh truciOr 

• VA Appro,·ed 
• No T ui1ion 
• Experienced Qual i(ied Facul1y 
•Curriculum For Students' Wives 

•Practical Training 
• "Wha1 ' ' and "Ho''" To Preach 
•Comprchcn>i,·c Curriculum 
•E'>tabli; hcd in 1965 

Appli cations nnw bcinl! acn•p!cd. '\('\1 r nrulhncnt - Scptemhcr 3, 1980 
lor 111/onuutmu uml ( lltll/at. 1C rm· ur ( ·ul/ 

BROW!'( TRA II. SCIJOOI. OJ' I'IH>\(.' 111 '\C 
I XO I llro" 11 r r.ail. lk'tllur..J (I ttrl \\ Nth), h.'\;,, -(o(J:!I, PhuU\" ~I~ :!h:!-J911 

~IlK! · \\'1"1.. 11 I< 
lfh ltUI.:h.)f 

11 \ 11 ·\ \\ ~ 
111\lfli\.IOf 

ROY tJL \ VI: f< 
ln,tnh:tor 

DA VII) ! · CliO ! ~ 
Jn,t ru c.:-J or 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 5, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising lla thb section $1.00 per line. Designed esp~clolly to accommodate 

congregations advertising auectlng plueell, preucbers seeking work or conp-rega
tlons •~eking preucbers. Also oth~r acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Prenching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
LeontLrd M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Oklna wa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., cor!ler of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convement to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study .9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. for ~ransportat!on
directions ph. 628-0636. WorshiP Wlth us-EnJOY a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THA.l\1, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ii.A.sKA·.=.::.:_::........A_N_c=uoRA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719~..:.·---=....,...,..~===--

DA. y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, Callrornla 94566 
James W. Ferguson. Sr •• Director __ 

NOW-WORSHIP-ON -ISLAND-OF- KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma~~ 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 

967~46~·====~~~~~~;-~~~~~~~~ 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle ~rea drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We w1ll contact 

~em·----------~~~~--~~~~~~~~ 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER;-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Wr1te for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Monterrey, 1\f•xleot A.ve. Fundlelones 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, EvanR'elista:__ ______ _ 
----:TIME-ISOF THE ESSENCE 
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
orsranize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR '12 . .!.14~3~·___,,......-=,--=--=-=---=---.-.-...-:-:-::= 
AUTOS-FOR SALE. The following vehicles are 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.50: Cars
$48.00: Trucks-$89.00. Call for information (602) 
941-8025, Ext. 566 • .!.. ---=-=-=--====:---;:;-;: 
ATT'N.-MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH .. Of. 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. E. 
St Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPcl. '7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 791l-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. '1:80 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensdewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA..-Vnlley Ohurch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YU.!UA., ARIZ., 051 w. 2Sth St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave., 
u.s. 460 Eaat Op()OIIIte K-Mart. orrlcc 4'1'1-
152'11. Bobb7 Wade, Min, 4'10-40G6. 

SOUTH MAIN-BAYTOWN, TEXAS 
South Main Church of Christ 1101 S. tdain. 
Joseph D. Brymer, Minister. Phone 427-12!U. 
Sun. 9:00 & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0f\ 
P.M. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Preacher Wanted: The Church of Christ in Arbird, 
Missouri is in need of a full time, sound gospel 
Jlreacher. No anU, Liberal, or other hobbiest need 
apply. Small two bedroom house for preacher. Send 
complete resume to Donald Hardin, Rt. 1. Bx. 264, 
Cardwell, Misourl 63829, or call 314-654-2854. 
Small congregation in SW Missouri-needs full 
time preacher. Prefer married. Small 3 BR house 
and utilities provided, plus $215 per week. Write: 
Church of Christ P.O. Box 458, Marshfield. MO. 
65706. Or call: Harry Price 417-329-5325 or Bob 
Lewis 417-468-3933. 
Preacher Wanted: Congregation in mission field of 
Nebraska is looking for a full time preacher with 
his support. Building is paid for and will seat around 
200. Seward, Nebraska, congregation has an attend
ance of around 30. Send all inquiries to Elton 
Albright, York College, York, Nebraska 68467. 
:Minister Avaifable-17 years of preaching experience: 
sound In the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 45 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Freeman. 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891. 

LOWER YOUR UTILITY COSTS 
A baptistry cover reduces circulating pump time, 
loss of chemicals, frequency of cleaning and con
serves water. One year warranty and satisfaction 
sroaranteed. Send dimensions of your baptistry to 
Solarson, Inc., 1033 South Bowie, Amarillo, Te."tas 
79102, or call (806) 373-5482. Billed later at the 
rate of just $1.00 per square foot._-=---~ 
Preacher needed: Congregation in a beautiful moun
tain town (50 miles east of Sacramento) needs 
full-time preacher to work with congregation In 
fast-growing El Dorado County. With new building 
can pay $1200 a month. Contact Dick Crow (916-
622-3540) or David Hooper (915-644-2645) or write 
Central Church of Christ, 3120 Missouri Flat Road, 
Placerville!.. Calif. 95667. . --~ 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Preacheravailable~ age 37, -family of-6~ MAin 
Religion, Pepperdine University. Seeking an existing 
church interested in growth. Prefer Wash., Ore. 
or California. However, will consider all serious 
offers. Contact Richard Fentiman 509-765-5021. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson= 
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Minister-available. age at;- married,-three-childre·n. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and colle~te. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840_·-==--::--:-:---:-:-= 
P-rencheravailable: Contad"" Tom Tindell. (405) 
566-2423. Boswell, Ok. 
A UDTO --VISUAL aid'::s-, -eq-u-:i:-p_m_e_n-:-t-&;;--s-u_p_po:li:-e-s.-;;W;;:r:;i-;:-:te 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Snl~>s. P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
832-5624. -
PREACHER WANTED: Congre~tation of 80 to 100, 
3 yrs. old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega
tion located in fastMt growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be willing 
ta work and lahor with the Lord's people. Only 
evangelistic minded preacher need to apply. Also 
have full time youth clireetor and bus director com
ln~r in AUirust. Call (318) 855-2423, 855-7630, 
855-6885. 855-6180. 855-2404, 433-7751 or write Moss 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box 7011, Lake 
Charles. La. 70601. 
HELP- NEEDED.-:..:.:\\-.ri..,..t-e-, -=T=-ea--c=-h-A-=--P=-ri=-so_n_e_r-.-c-o:--:::ntact 
Joyce M. Davis. 427 W. River N, Elyira. Ohio 44035, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit, Mich. 48216. 

WANTED: TEACHING FAMILY (HOU~PA!t
ENTS). Full-time position for both husband and 
wife m a cottage of 6-8 adolescents. Ability to 
work closely and cooperatively with youths and 
other staff necessary. Prefer at least one member 
of the family have a bachelor's degree in the 
social sciences or education. Professional training 
and supervision. Part-time undergraduate or grad
uate enrollment possible. Salary range starts at 
$12,000 per year, plus room and board benefits. 
One-half Blue Cross-Blue Shield after one month. 
Contact: Charles D. Rigsby, ACSW Maude Car
penter Children's Home, 1501 N. Meridian, Wichita. 
Kansas 67203. Phone (316) 942-3221. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
P&Ei\cliER wANTED: The ch\irch -oi christ, a5th 
and Macdonald Avenue, Richmond, California Is 
In need of a full-time preacher. Interested parties 
please contact l!~rrel England at 5788 Olinda Road, 
El Sobrante, California, 94803 or call (415) 228-
6656, 
NEED==ED-=---:Fu=• -:l,.,..lt,...,.i_m_e_p_e_r_s-on--toc---w-o-r=-k-ag __ g_r-es_s.,.iv-e--p-ro--
gram of evangelism. Retired man preferred. Other
wise full support necessary. Send resume and 
reference to Mid Hudson Church of Christ. 112 
Montgomery Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601. 
--CUSHIONE-D-THEATER SEATS FOR SALE 

ALL OR ANY PART OF 500 
MacARTHUR PARK CHURCH OF CHRIST. 1907 
N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78217. Phone: 
512-824-7301. 
FOR SALE: Multilith 1250 Offset Press. Excellent 
condition. $1495. Telephone 214-832-5624 . .:.·------~....,_ 
FOR-SAL~8IH{J-foot- pew;-with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 4:.:8:.:.1-..:1:.:.46::.:6::.. ----

FOR-SALE 
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 226-1918 
Dallas. Texas 

_W __ A_!I_h_ln __ gt __ O_D_o .....,D,=:.C;-area-20 minutufrom 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Virglnta 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'll-U4'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
CHURCH BUSE~New-Ne-:_a_r-ly....,..,N,_e-w----=u=-s-e-=d. 
26 Years Experience in bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
76216 (214) 371-5049. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.G. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phonea-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Ghrist, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedonm, 
Ariz. 86340. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
tries to acr~en advertl•dng, and will not 
kDO\vln,;ly tnke questlonnblto ndTertl•lng. 
But It Is the reader's re•ponslblllty to In• 
vestlgote. Like any othc.ar pap~r, we aome
tlmes unwlttlngl,- run nn un"•orth7' ad. 
As the old sn7lng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvelltl~rotel 

When you send in a list of new subscrip
tions to the Firm Foundation, please be 
sure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE~TIME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAt HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

----------------------- -------------------~---

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (total of $42.95) upon 
receipt of the books. 

Signature---- ------- - -
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Why Do Churches Select the Wrong Man? 

Wher e is the church that has not at some time or 
another selected the wrong man as its preacher, or 
selected the wrong man to serve as an elder ? After we 
have smacked the Tar Baby it is exceedingly hard to 
get loose from it. Why do we keep on doing it? 

Industry will spend vast sums of money and many 
hours of manpower searching fo r exactly the right man 
for a job. When one is h ired it is often learned that in 
sp ite of the expense and research he was the wrong 
man for the job. Churches that pick the wrong preacher, 
or that elect the wrong man as an elder should feel 
encouraged. Others blunder too. 

How is a church going to f ind its best talent for the 
eldership, or how is it going to f ind the best possible 
man for its pulpit? Picking either s imply because he 
is liked by a majority is no way to do it. None would 
question the wisdom of making a ll the investigation 
possible, and of searching with all diligence for exactly 
the right person for this specific position . Too much 
haste and too little investigation has caused many a 
congregation endless heartache. Most of us have 
learned the folly of electing a cand idate chosen from 
the parade of possibles. Elders chosen that way seldom 
turn out well. There should be more concentration upon 
whether the person can really solve the problems we 
have and lead this congregation to g reater heights. 
Cosmetic qualities are not enough. Highly successful 
preachers and elders have had more than style. 

Yet, horrendous mistakes are still being made. If 
there were a patented way of avo iding them the holder 
of the patent would make a mint. Why do we keep 
making the same mistakes in selecting our elders, or 
preachers, or deacons, or whatever? One r eason is 
probably that we look only at the condidates for the 
position and not at the problems we have vvhich we 
want him to solve. If we think of our own needs at all, 
we s imply assume that the leader we are about to select 
is a knight in shining armor who can solve all our 
problems. When he doesen't do it, we are ready to fire 
him and hire another on the same basis. 

Chu rches could do well to assess their own needs and 
problems first. Let us decide j ust what kind of leader 
we must have if the congregation is to become what 
we want it to become. Then let us search for the elder, 
preacher, or whatever who can pr ovide our solutions. 
Our chances of success would at least be improved. 

Any half-way qualified man will solve some prob
lems when he first comes into a position of leadership. 
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A new broom sweeps clean. It's when the superfluous 
is taken care of that the nitty-gritty challenges leader
ship. Elders and preachers especially must have 
stamina for the long _haul. 

Many preacher s, and especially many elders, are not 
equal to the task they a re given because they are still 
fighting the last war. They base their decisions upon 
their experiences of the past entirely. We ar e going to 
do it like we have always done it . This worked in the 
late for t ies, and it will work as well today. Not neces
sarily so. Church leadership must focus on today's 
problems; not yesterday's. It must find today's solu
tions ; not yest erday's. The r ea I challenge of good lead
ership is how it will cope with tomorrow's problems. You 
lead a church by foresight; not by hinds ight. Capable as 
leadership may be, if it has neither the background nor 
the skil ls to handle change, the congregation they di
rect will become obsolete. 

When elders care nothing about attending seminars 
in church growth, workshops on congregational man
agement or refresher courses on church problem solv
ing, they have already proven that the congregation 
that selected them made a mistake . We believe a con
gregation has a right to demand that its elders stay up 
with the t imes. Industry would not hire a man who 
refused to keep up with the times. Why should churches 
have to put up with them? 

A cong regation 'vill inevitably bear the imprint of 
its leadership. If it chooses liberal leaders it will become 
a liberal church. If it chooses ultra-conservative leaders 
it will become ultra-conservative. There must be the 
right mix in leadership to keep a congregation from 
becoming radicaL There must be enough respect for 
the Scriptures to keep the chur ch sound. And ther e 
must be enough flair to make it innovative. It take~ 
experience, intelligence, life-long dedication and un
selfish commitment, as well as integrity to make a 
church leader. 

The scriptures set some high standards "·ith regarrl 
to church leadership. Casual d isregard for those stan
dards can cause a "·oriel of woe. The objectives and 
responsibilities of church leadership are so demanding 
that any church is playing Russ ian Roulette that goe3 
at the process of selecting them in a helter-skelter. 
popularity-contest manner. 
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Problems~ Problemsl 

Someone has said: "EYery congregation 
is in one of th ree conditions : it is just 
about to have trouble; it is now havin t; 
trouble; it is just gelling- over having 
trouble." This may be too broad a state
ment, but thet·e is certainly t ruth in it . 
Il ~'ou accept this s tatement, you will 
not h<' so "bot hered" by the problems 
which pop up from lime to lime in eve1·y 
congregation. 

Our human race is not as bad as it 
could be, but even out· gootl works arc 
contnminated by sin. Scrip ture tells uc;, 
"As it is wr itten: 'There is none righ
teous, no, not one; there is none who 
undet·stands; etc."' (Romans 3 :10-18). 
1'his fact also applies to Christians as 
well, and John tells us that we dm·e not 
mokc: I he claim to "sinless perfection." 
" [f we say that we have no s in, we de
ceive ourselves, and the tru th is not in us. 
... Tf we say that we have not sinned, we 
make ll im a liar, and H is word is not in 
us" (l .John 1:8, 10). Add to thi c; James' 
sta tement : ·'For whoeve r shall keep the 
whole l:tw, and yet stumble in one point, 
he is guilty of all" (James 2: 10). There 
is no way that any one of us can claim 
his/ her own Ti.gh tcous11es.~ ! Each one must 
submit to the righteousness of God (Rom. 
10:3-11 ) . 

H istory's great monsters are basically 
not that different from you or me. De
structiveness, hate, vicious talk, theJmife
in-the-back, and such like, are things 
even "nice" people sometimes do. F anta
sies of violence and revenge are a f avorite 
pastime. It is naive and unrealistic to 
think that man is bas ically "good." [ But 
avoid the extreme of what is popularly 
known as "total depravity." Ma n can 1·e
spoud a nd is 1"CSJJ011sibfe.] Christians arc 
"sinners who have been redeemed!" Paul 
writes of the choice Chri stians must make 
in cooperating with t he Lord's plan fo r 
thei r lives. "Because the carnal m ind ;s 
enmity against God .... Fot· if you live 
accot·ding to the flesh you will die ; but 
if you through the Spirit put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will Jive" (Rom. 
8 :7, 13) . Out· human spiri t is filled with 
fierce desi res and it rcqui t·es a determined 
effor t on our part to make our lives a 
"living sacrif ice" to God. 

Luther viewed the human li fe as one of 
I"01t{idcnl clespemtion-conCidcnt of God's 
forg iveness of si ns; despe rate because of 
the continual struggle against the weak
ness of human nature. Luthc t· says : "The 
struggle lasls as long as 1cc live ; it is 
more violent in one pcn;on, less so in 
another , according as the Spirit or the 
flesh [human nature] j!l"O\\"S stronger. And 
yet the entire person is himself both Spiri t 
and flesh, struggling with himself unt il 
he becomes altogether spiritual. " Com-
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pare what Pa ul ~ays in Romans 7:1 4-25. 
The sa lvation of even Christians is 

on ly possible because of the act of God in 
Christ J esus ! Out· riglttco11sness is an im-
7>Hi ccl 1·iglttco11sllcs.~-credi led by God to 
thr. believer through obedient faith in 
Ch rist. Forgiveness takes place in t.hc 
Mind of God. r·athc t· than in the hear t of 
tho s inne1·. [Read Romans Ch. 5, 8 :1-4 , 
ctc.l If we always remember the 1·ea.~on 
for our salvation and d<'pend upon the 
bloody-sacrifice of ou t· Lord (1 John 1 :7 ) , 
we will not easily h<'comc discouraged or 
tu m cd a way from the One who loves us ! 

Two emotional problems often found 
in Christian ministers (according to Dr. 
Clyde Narramore) arc hostility and in
security. Certainly some of t his is normal, 
s ince the mini ster find s himself under 
quite a bit of psychological pressure. But 
sometimes it gets out of hand and thi s 
probably explains why stomach ulcers are 
nn "occupational disease" of ministers. 
If any Cht·istian feels the ~ituation is 
"out of hand," he / she should consul t a 
Christian counselor for help, j ust a s you 
would go to a doctor for a b1·okPn leg. 
Yout· church-elders can he a great help
if they are men in whom you have con
fidence. 

Hostility and insecuri ty arc closely re
lated, and both inte rfere with yout· ability 
to deal with problems. A well adjusted 
person meets the stresses and strains of 
everyday living with confidence and self
reliance. He is able lo "work through" a 
problem and solve it. In this way he main
t ains his feelings of personal adequacy. 
He builds a "defensive structure" which is 
sufficient to deal with difficult situations. 

The insecure and /or hoslile person is 
unable to do this . He feels overwhelmed . 
Rath <'r than being able to deal calmly 
with the situation and resolve the frus
tration, t his pe rson feels unable to stand 
the slre<'s. He is f earful o1· hostile and 
cannot find the needed confidence within 
himself to cope wilh the problem. Being 
open to attack by nea rly every fru strn
lion and conflict, even minor ones, may 
lead in to someth ing more seriou5. 
I nadequate spi ri t ual understanding is a 

source of insecuri ty and hostili ty. Salva
tion is " seized ." 1101 " achieved." This 
means each Ghrislia n depends on the 
fht ishcd woTk of Chri.~l fo r his or he r 
salvation. Learning this set s us free from 
the neecl to achieve, and paradoxically, 
this makes it possible for us to begin to 
achieve! It is also important to know 
thai we ha\·e the Holy Spirit as out· 
"prayct·-part nct·" (Romans 8 :2G-27) . 
" ... hut the Spirit. H imself make's inte r
cession for u;; .... " J ohn sa~'S : "because 
He who is in you is g r·catcr than he who 
is in the wol"ld" (1 J ohn 4 :4). Read Paul's 

lcslimonial to God's love in Christ J esus 
(Romans 8 :31-39) . Such Bible knowledge 
must be intcnwlizccl and become part of 
your cvet·yday liv ing ! Even Clnistians 
with advanced degrees and specialized 
tra ining and who can quote many passages 
of scrip tu re, may not have assimilated 
this knowledge into thei r very existence. 

Our oneness with Christ ought to be a 
t remendous source of confidence and se
cu rity. As J esus said: "A nd I give them 
eternal life, and they shall ncvet· perish; 
neithe r shall anyone snatch them out of 
1\[y hand. My Fat her, who gave t hem t.o 
l\'Ic, is grea ter than all ; and no one is able 
to snatch lhem out of My F ather's hand." 
(J ohn 10:28-29) . [We still have the possi
bility of "fall ing away," bu t no external 
f orce can teat· us a way from God's love, 
if we hold on firmly!] 

Of course, even Paul could have a bad 
day. In 2 Corinthians 2:13, he had "no 
r est in my spirit" because he did not find 
Ti t us in Tt·oas. In 2 Corinthians 7: 5, he 
found trouble on every side. Outs ide were 
con flicts, inside wer e f ea rs. No matter 
how strong your personal faith, it will be 
tested a t times. In Hebrews 12:5-11, the 
writer compares problems wi t h t he "gen
tle spanking" which a loving father ad
ministers to his son in order to protect 
him by teaching him the right way to Jive. 
God intends us to learn from the things 
we experience. 

Ever ytime God gives us a blessing, a 
problem is included as well. Everytime 
there is a problem, somewhere the re is a 
blessing as well, but we may have to dig 
deep and sometimes wai t a long time to 
discover it. J oseph is a classic example. 
He was Jacob's favorite, and his dreams 
correcllv indicated he would become a 
ruler. }Iis brothers did not take kindly 
to his vision, a nd sold J oseph into slavery. 
Rejection, enslavement, moral temptation, 
slander , impri sonmen t- these were ob
stacles. He had to lea rn to survive under 
these conditions . Then when he was pro
moted and became a g reat leader in 
E g-ypt, he faced the obstacles of honor 
and prosperity. and the temptation to pride 
as well as forgiveness for his fa mily and 
lhc problem of famine in the Janel. But 
lhc t ruth is that each problem solved 
brought both new oppor t unity a nd new 
problems. Al l this created t he mature man 
who was able to save his people in the 
land of Egypt . The young J oseph could 
see t he vision. bu t his experience made him 
able to handle l he r ea lities. Every suc
ccs::ful leader is a problem solver. i\Iose~. 
.Joshua David, Solomon, the apostles
each of these were character ized by t heir 
ability to deal with and solve problems. 
As someone has sa id, "The gateway to 

(Continued on page 14) 
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More Than A Secret Touch 
.ELMER PROUT 

The gospel of Mark tells the story of a woman who wanted 
secret healing from Jesus. The woman had had "a flow of 
blood for twelve years." This meant that she was ceremonially 
unclean. She had tried desperately to be healed-in fact, she 
had spent all her money on doctors. The result was not healing 
but constant worsening of her condition. It was a "weary and 
exhausting sickness." 

When the woman heard of Jesus she did not approach him 
directly with a request for healing. If that seems strange we 
should remember what she had experienced in her tiresome 
search for a doctor who could heal her. This time she would go 
silently, touch and be healed-then melt quietly away in the 
crowd. 

That is what she did: ''came up behind him in the crowd and 
touched his cloak. . . . Immediately her bleeding stopped and 
she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering." 

This little story invites us to come closer to Jesus Christ 
and learn more of what it means to live in fellowship with God 
through his Son. 

The contrast of the woman and the crowd. Pressing around 
Jesus that day were throngs of people. Some listened to him out 
of curiosity; some out of academic or religious interest; some 
saw Jesus as a friend but others looked on him as an 
enemy. Some folks may have been there simply to be with the 
crowd. 

Not so for the woman. Filled with a sense of desperate 
personal need the woman reminds us of "the power of a great 
desire." Someone has spoken of her faith as 'tentative.' It 
may have been timid but it was active. She may have been un
certain and secretive but she did actually work her way to Jesus 
and reach out to touch him. 

Her action raises a question about our faith, doesn't it? Many 
of us enjoy being in the crowds that mill around in Chris
tianity. It's one way to be part of a happening. But we must 
ask ourselves if we are reaching out to Jesus from the crowd? 
Are we putting forth "the hand of eager faith" in an attempt 
to make "life-giving contact with the Lord"? 

The contrast between Jesus and the disciples. When Jesus 
asked, "Who touched me?" the disciples' reply was a rather 
impatient "You see the people crowding against you, and yet 
you can ask, 'Who touched me' " Quite a natural reaction but 
one that missed the divine concern of the Master. 

Having made their reply the disciples turned their attention 
to other matters. The subject was closed. But it was still open 
for Jesus: "But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done 
it." His looking ended in finding the woman. And, beyond that; 
in sending her on her way in peace. 

"Nobody knows but Jesus; 'Tis but an old refrain, 
But it is new to my heart, now as it comes again. 

Nobody knows but Jesus; 'Tis music for today; 
And thro' the hardest trials, Helps me along the way." 

Christians are supposed to be sensitive people and we all hope 
to develop a keener awareness of the feelings and needs of other 
people. But the Christian message is not merely 'these people. 
care' but rather 'Jesus Ch1ist the Son of God cares'-and Jesus 
cares in ways that only the divine Son of God can care. 
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Beyond the secret touch. As we noticed earlier, twelve years 
of suffering was over in an instant when the woman touched 
Jesus' cloak. Wonderful! Couldn't have been better, could it? 
Yes, it could and Jesus saw to it that it was. He "kept on look
ing" until the woman could hide no longer and fell at his feet. 
Then with healing compassion that touched soul as well as 
body Jesus said, "Daughter, go in peace." Some one has com
mented that Jesus 

"made sure that there could be no remaining ground for 
superstition in the woman's mind, and brought her into the 
open so that she might recover her self-respect and 
know healing for her soul as well as for her body. He 
showed his love and care for her as an individual, and spoke 
a healing word which transformed what might have been 
a mechanical act into a personal relationship." 

What is the quality of our own relationship to Jesus Christ? 
Is it a relationship in which we try to secretly take from him 
benefits of peace of mind and promise of future life? Do we 
attempt to keep him at arm's length--close enough to touch 
but not face to face for deep personal commitment? Bernard 
Via, Jr. reminds us that Jesus is not content to let us get by 
with a secret touch. 

"'If I can touch Jesus 
and he not see me, 

I can extract _without cost 
·fhe healing I cannot afford. 

Do not find me, Master, 
Ask no questions, 

Heal me, and I'll go 
Without waiting to know you.' 

But when power goes out 
and love is untaken, 

Jesus searches for the one 
who is only partially healed." 

Shall we not see that Jesus still 'keeps on looking', waiting 
for each of us to come out of the crowd and fall at his feet in a 
moment of increasing devotion to him. Shall we not also see the 
quality o_f life to which the Lord continues to invite us? What 
a wonder it is that Christ responds to our tentative, self
centered faith with the eternity of his love. While we stand 
trembling he opens ~he doors for life and to us, too, he says, 
"Go in peace, and be freed from your suffering." 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 95678 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
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Not Forsaking the Assembly: Suggestion or Command? 
ROBERT E. WHIDDON, JR. 

It has been my experience in personal work with non-Chris
tians that it is essential to make the student aware of the im
portance of church attendance after being baptized into Christ.. 
Often times when this point is not stressed the new Christian 
will be delinquent in his attendance because he has not been 
taught that it is a command from God that we must assemble 
with the rest of the saints every first day of the week. 

In Hebrews 10:25 we read the verse that is used by most of us 
as a proof text of mandatory church attendance. But on the 
sul'face, to the average student, does this sound like a direct 
command? If "not forsaking the assembling" was a direct 
command from God, shouldn't it have been written "thou shalt 
not forsake the assembling"? Because of the way in which this 
verse is worded, some have taken the view that this is merely 
a suggestion rather than a command. So what is it: a com
mand or a mere suggestion? 

The Early Christians 
At the time that this letter was written, the early Christians 

were being severely persecuted for their beliefs. Because of this 
persecution, the weaker members were leaving Christianity to 
return to a worldly life or to return to Judaism. The Hebrew 
writer speaks of these people who leave Christianity as 
" ... those who shrink hack to destruction" (Hebrews 10:39). 
Peter even had some words to say about those people when he 
said, "For it would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
away from the holy commandment delivered to them' (2 
Peter 2:21). These people were turning away from the Lord 
because they were forgetting about his promises and were just 
wanting an easy way out of being persecuted. They were going 
back to Judaism where there was no persecution. 

With all this in mind, throughout his letter, the Hebrew 
writer makes comparisons and contrasts between Judaism and 
the better Christian religion. The purpose behind his writings 
was to keep Christians from leaving Christianity. In Hebrews 
7:23 we read that the fo1·mer priests existed in great numbers 
because death prevented them from being priests forever. But 
in verse 24 it tells us that since Christ abides forever he holds 
his priesthood permanently. Chapter 8, verse 6 tells us that 
Christ has obtained a more excellent ministry; he is the me
diator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better 
promises. In Hebrews 9:1-10 we read of a beautiful man-made 
tabernacle in which the priests of old had to enter to offer 
divine worship. But in verse 11 it tells that Jesus Christ en
tered through a more perfect tabernacle not made with hands. 
Chapter 10:1 tells us that the old Law was only a shadow of 
things to come. In 10:3 it mentions that those under the old 
Law remembered their sins yeear by year whereas Christ 
under the new covenant will remember our sins no more. 
Throughout the preceding chapters the writer of Hebrews men
tions that Christianity is truly better than Judaism. With all 
this in mind, the writer gives three direct commands to those 
people who don't want to leave Christianity and who want 
to do God's will. 

Three Basic Commands 
He says first of all, "Let us draw near with a sincere heart 

in full assurance of faith" (10:22). If we want to stand fh·m 
with God and not fall away, we must draw near to him. Second-

ly, he says, "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope with
out wavering" (10:23). We cannot continue to be strong 
Christians unless we keep that hope of heaven with God secured 
in our hearts. God is faithful; he will come through on his 
promises if we will only keep that hope in our hearts. If we 
want to keep from falling away, we must have this hope in us. 
Thirdly, he says, "Let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds" (10:24). If we truly want to overcome 
the temptation of leaving Christianity, we could sure use the 
encouragement of our faithful brothers and sisters. For this 
reason the Hebrew writer commands us to help each other out. 
If we obey these three commands that this writer has given to 
us, then we won't be one of those who "shrink back into 
destruction." 

Not Forsaking 
These three commands should be enough, but the Hebrew 

writer gives us one more thought along this very same line. He 
say, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as js 
the habit of some but encouraging one another; and all the 
more, as you see the day approaching" ( 10:25). This word 
"forsaking" is a participle which indicates a continuation of 
the previous thoughts. Being a temporal participle, the em
phasis is that while we are drawing near to God (as commanded), 
DON'T FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING! While we are hold
ing fast the confession of our hope without wavering (as com
manded), DON'T FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING! While 
we are considering ways to stimulate one a-:1other to love and 
good deeds (as commanded), DON'T FORSAKE THE AS
SEMBLING! There was no better way to put emphasis on 
church attendance than the way in which the Hebrew writer 
put it. Is it a command for us to attend the worship services 
of the saints? The only answer is an emphatic "Yes"! The 
inspired Hebrew writer is giving us some commands to obey 
so that we won't fall away from the truth. How can we possibly 
stay strong in the faith unless we attend with our brothers and 
sisters to worship the Almighty God? I think that we can say 
with confidence that "not forsaking the assembling" is a direct 
command for us today. 

Encouraging One Another 
But there is more. Not only should emphasis be placed on 

"not forsaking," but the same emphasis should also be placed 
on the words "but encouraging one another." This word "en
couraging" is also a temporal participle which emphasizes 
that while we are drawing near to God (as commanded), not 
only are we not to forsake the assembling, but we are to en
courage one another to assemble with the other saints, etc. 
Encouraging one another to come to the worship services of 
the saints is as strong a command as coming yourself. The 
Hebrew writer, even though he has never known any of us 
personally, loved us very much. With the words that God 
breathed into him, he gave us some things to do in order that 
we might not fall away from Christianity and forfeit the 
promises of an eternal life with God. Jesus himself said, "If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments" (John 14:15). 
Let us all obey the commandment of our Lord and not forsake 
the assembling of the saints. 

14655 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 91405 
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"Hoisted By Our Own Hermeneutical Petard" 
ARLIE J. HOOVER 

Have you ever been beaten over the head with your own 
weapon? It makes you feel kind of stupid, doesn't it? 

Well, that's the way I felt a few months ago when I had a 
discussion with a brother on the question of marriage and di
vorce. He used many arguments to justify his permissive stand 
on the question of divorce but the one he employed most fre
quently was that the Bible nowhere contains the phrases, 
"living in adultery" and "adulterous marriage. 

Since we in the Restoration Movement are supposed to 
"speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible 
is silent," as well as "do Bible things in Bible ways and call 
Bible things by Bible names," this good brother concluded that 
such phrases as "living in adultery" were the language of Ash
dod, the deceptive jargon of clergy and elders, invented to 
camouflage the truth. 

Wooden Literalism 

This experience made me wonder about that old slogan 
of speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent where it 
is silent. If you interpret it simplistically it means you have 
to use precisely the words and phrases the Bible uses when 
you discuss a religious topic. 

If you are a wooden literalist the first hurdle you must 
jump is the problem of translation. Which particular transla
tion are we going to use to define how the Bible precisely speaks? 
The King James Version, the ASV, the NASV, RSV, NIV, 
NEB, TEV, JB, or which? To be real picky, you would have to 
cite the original Hebrew and Greek to be dead sure you used 
exactly the words God first used. 

I am a bit surprised that someone in our history hasn't really 
suggested this-that we should use only the original languages 
when we speak where the Bible speaks. After all, the Moslems 
did this for centuries. They forbade any Moslem convert from 
translating the Koran. Something is always lost in translation, 
you know, and thus if you wanted to read the holy book of 
Mohammed you had to learn to read Arabic. • 

Brother Jack Lewis of Harding Graduate School hit the nail 
on the head when he observed that many people don't like 
modern translations because many of their pet arguments can 
be expressed only in the old translations. 

If you go through many of our favorite theological terms and 
expressions, you'll find that many of them are not found ver
batim in the Bible. The Bible nowhere uses the terms "Trinity'' 
or "Incarnation," but they are very useful as convenient lin
guistic terms for the great truths of the plurality of the 
godhead (which phrase is also not found in the Bible!) and the 
embodiment of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 
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The Jehovah's Witnesses make a big noise about the fact 
that "Trinity" isn't found in the Bible. However, their noise 
doesn't cover the truth that the Trinity is clearly taught in 
Scripture (Phil. 2:5-11; John 1 :1-3). 

Now here does the Bible use the precise phrase, "congrega
tional autonomy," or "located preacher," or "scandal of par
ticularity," or "Cosmological, Argument.'' It never speaks 
verbatim of "missionary work" or-~'benevolent work" or "church 
treasury." Yet there is nothing sinister or irreligious in any of 
these terms and phrases .. All of them have a Biblical base, all 
of them are scriptural ideas, all are Biblical concepts. 

Why, not even the word "Bible" is found in the Bible! 

What, then, becomes of our old slogan of speaking where the 
Bible speaks? It's still true-in general- and the word "general" 
is important here. What the slogan is trying to say is that 
we have a strong view of Scripture, that we believe firmly in 
the authority of the Bible that we take the Bible as our only 
guide for faith and practice, that we hold to the full inspiration 
of the Bible. 

But if you interpret the slogan with wooden literalism you 
get into trouble. You find yourself fussing about which trans
lation really says what God meant to say. You find yourself 
in a discussion with a man who is actually defending sin with 
your old slogan. You find yourself slain with your own Res
toration weapon, lioisted by your own hemeneutical petard! 

The sad fact is, that many people who say they believe in the 
Restoration actually hold to a system of restorationism which 
they use for improper ends. I remember a case from years ago 
in a little church in centr~l Florida. One Sunday morning in 
Bible class the minister brought up the topic of giving by the 
pledging system. He defended it on practical grounds, pointing 
out that it (1) increased giving wherever it was used and (2) 
allowed the elders to make a more rational budget. 

But one good brother there, a miser and a skinflint, opposed 
the pledge system vigorously. And what argument do you 
suppose he used? 'You guessed it: pledging wasn't in the pattern. 
It was nowhere mentioned in the Bible. The minister patiently 
explained that the Bible didn't stipulate in detail how the local 
church took up its contributions. But this didn't dissuade the 
old miser. He was going to keep his money and the best way 
to do it with a clear conscience was to require an impossible 
degree of Biblical proof for the method of taking up the 
collection. 

This is restoration on its all-fours, restorationism gone to 
seed. 

ACU, Abilene, Tex. 
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A Chink in the Mormon Message (2) 

In our first article, we discussed the 
claims which Mormons make regarding 
the Aaronic Priesthood. They maintain 
that this prieshood has been in existence 
since Adam, that is was possessed by the 
prophets of old, that John the Baptist 
ordained Jesus Christ, that Jesus ordained 
his apostles, who in turn ordained the first 
century members of the church. They 
teach that during- the apostacy, this priest
hood was lost, thus the true church was 
lost, and could not be restored until John 
the Baptist returned and ordained Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery to this Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

Mormons make the charg-e that all the 
division in the relig-ious world is proof 
that we don't have the authority nor the 
priethood, and that nothing which we be
lieve or teach is true. They fail to tell you 
that among Mormons, there is much divi
sion, snch as the Reor,J!"anized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, which 
also claims to have the true pliesthood 
in direct succession from Joseph Smith. 
There is also the Church of Jesus Christ 
(Bickertonites). They followed Joseph 
Smith, Jr. and William Bickerton, who 
denounced Brig-ham Young-. Their head
quarters are at Monongahela, Penn~yl
vania. The Church of Jesus Christ (Cut
lerites) were reorganized in 1853 in Iowa, 
and they have been centered in Minnesota 
since 1864. Alpheus Cutler, appointed suc
cessor to Joseph Smith. was their leader. 
The Church of Jesus Christ (Strangites) 
were led by JamPs Strang. He was 
martyred in 1856. This group began their 
separate existence in Burlington, Wiscon
sin. There is also the Church of Christ 
(Temple Lot), with headquarters in In
dependence, Missouri. This group fol
lowed the leadership of Joseph Smith and 
the remnant Latter Day Saints in Bloom
in~ton, Illinois. But that's all another 
story. Let's stick with the priesthood 
question! 

,T esus held no priesthood on earth. He
brews 8 :4 states, "For if he were on 
earth, he should not be a priest-." 

He could not be an Aaronic Priest, be
cause only Levites could hold this office, 
and Jesus was from the tribe of Judah, 
as Hebrews 7:14 states clearly. 

The Mormons attempt to answer this 
dilemma by saying Christ held the Mel
chisedec Priesthood, and this "includes" 
the lower Aaronic Priesthood. This is not 
true. The Melchidesec Priesthood was in 
exis~ence long centuries before the Aaron
ic Priesthood was established. Unlike 
Joseph Smith's claim, one does not grad
uate up from one priesthood to the higher. 
Christ became our Melchisedec Priest after 
his death and resurrection. As we notice 
the wording of the Bible, it tells us that 
Christ is our High Priest (singular). 

HENRY BRIGMAN 

Furthermore, it tells us in Hebrews 7:16 
that he will have no successor. 

"Who is made, not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power 
of an endless life." 

Verse 17 of Hebrews 7 continues: 
"For he testifieth, Thou art a priest 

forever after the order of Melchisedec." 
This High Priesthood is held by Jesus 

and him alone. He will never have any one 
to succeed him, because he will live for
ever. He did not hold this nor any priest
hood on earth. Notice Hebrews 7:28, which 
tells us when Christ obtained the Mel
chisedec Priesthood: 

"For the law maketh men high priests 
which have infirmity; but the word of 
the oath, which was since the law, 
maketh the Son, who is consecrated for 
evermore." 
Christ became our Melchisedec Priest 

"since the law," or after the law was 
fulfilled. When did this occur? Colossians 
2:14 clearly states an important truth: 

"Blotting out the handwriting of or
dinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the 
was, nailing it to his cross;-" 
Jesus was not a prie~t on earth. He 

never held the Aaronic Priesthood, since 
he was from the tribe of Judah. There is 
no valid Aaronic Priesthood today, since 
it was a part of the law of Moses. This 
was nailed to the cross. J e~us is our High 
Priest after the order of Melchisedec, and 
he will never have a successor. He be
came this for us by the word of God's 
oath, and by his personal qualifications 
of being harmless, holy, undefiled, sep
arate from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens, as Hebrews 7 :26 tells us. 

One last word about the priesthood, and 
it is most embarrassing to Mormons. In 
fact, most don't know what their own 
archives contain! and present leadership 
either suppresses it or distorts it. On June 
1, 1978, the Presidency and the T\velve 
Apostles of the Mormon Church voted to 
permit the blacks to hold Priesthood. Pre
vious to this "revelation" no person who 
had any black ancestry was permitted to 
hold the priesthood. I honestly feel this 
"revelation," like other previous ones, 
came about through pressures, rather than 
from God. The Boy Scouts of America 
had a lawsuit pending against the Mor
mon Church because they refused to al
low any black youth to be a pack leader. 
Also, missionary efforts in Brazil had 
brought into the Mormon Church many 
of mixed ancestry, and they had in fact 
ordained many into the Priesthood already 
who had some black ancestry. Here is the 
quote from Brigham Young, but as you 
read it, remember that previous to June 
1, 1978, Mormons taught that "one drop 
of Negro blood was sufficient to bring a 
person under curse and bar him from the 

Priesthood." OK, here is Brigham 
Young's own words, dated February 5, 
1852. The source document is Ms d. 1234, 
Box 48, Folder 3, L.D.S. Archives. 

u ••• the first presidency, the twelve, 
the high coun~el, the Bishoprick, and all 
the elders of Israel, suppose we summon 
them to appear here, and here declare 
that it is right to mingle our seed, with 
the black race of Cain, that they shail 
come in with us and be partakers with 
us of all the blessings God has given to 
us. On that very day, and from the hour 
we should do so, the prie~thood is taken 
from this Church a:trl kingdom and 
God leaves us to our fate. The moment 
we consent to mingle with the seed of 
Cain, the Church must go to destruc
tion,-we should receive the curse which 
has been placed upon the seed of Cain, 
and never more be numbered with the 
children of Adam who are heirs to the 
Priesthood until that curse be removed." 
President Young taught that this curse 

would remain, "until the posterity of 
Adam's seed had received the Priesthood, 
or "until the redemption of the earth." or, 
"until the times of the restitution shall 
come." Said President Young, this curse 
would remain, "until the posterity of 
Michal (Adam) and his wife received the 
ble~sings." In other words. the curse re
mains until the return of Christ. So. Pres
ident Brigham Young said that if the 
Presidency and the Twelve Apostles ever 
met and conferred the priesthood on the 
Negroes, immediately the priesthood would 
be taken from the church and the curse 
would be given in its place. 

I realize Mormon's believe in "omr.oing" 
revelations, but thi~ total, direct contradic
tion leaves them, by their own definitions, 
without a Priesthood! Was the Prophet 
Bri~rham Young correct? As a Prophet 
of the Church, could he have been wrong? 
He said it would last until Christ's re
turn. 

You can be positive-Mormons do not 
hold any authentic Biblical Priesthood. 
The Aaronic Priesthood was nailed to the 
cross of Jesus. The Melchisedec Priest
hood belongs only to Christ, and he will 
hold it forever. Mormons themselves can 
no longer be sure about their priesthood 
claims, since one of their champions said 
they would lose it if they ever ordained 
Black men to the Priesthood. 

If a study of Mormonism interests you, 
a wealth of material is available. You can 
obtain more than enough information and 
history to satisfy your curiosity. But most 
important of all, you can know in o~e
half hour of Bible study that Joseph Smtth 
lied in his first, most basic foundation 
statement. That is all you need to know 
about Mormonism. 

P.O. Box 753, Boerne, Texas 78006 
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Etiquette in the Church Services J. W. A D AMS 

T was born and reared in eastern Vir
g-in ia at a t ime when social eliquctte was 
a way of l ife. Those who did nol reg-ard 
it we~·c social outcasts. Some t hi ng-s were 
" propcr and some t hings were " improper ." 
The men were chi ,·alrous toward the wom
en. The a,l!ed were l'e\·cred. Cour tesy was 
char acte ri s tic of those who w ished lo he 
regarded as ladies and g-en ll l'mcn. You th 
deferred to the elder ly . D ig-n ily and pro
prict~· were ,·irtues not to be disrcg_ardcd 
h\· anvonc. T o do so would be to stlgma
li.zc o~csclf in the c~·es of the commm1ily. 

Going- lo chu1·ch sen ·ices was alwa~·s a 
special thing at our house. W hatc,·ct· was 
our best,' we put it on. Shoes \\'Cr£> shincd 
on Saturda y evening out on the hack 
porch a ll r cadv for Sunday. T rous<'rs were 
pressed and shi1'ls were slarchcd. Drcss<'S 
nnd blouses were ironed lo perfection. We 
were goin g- to wo1·ship God. H was s pecial , 
so ou1· a tti r e was also special. Tt is a 
reproach lo ou1· g-eneration I bel i<'vc 
when some dress for worship a s i f t hey 
wc1·c going fish ing. camping , or just 
"hanging- a t·ound." We ha,·e g-one crazy 
on•r being- casual about nearly C\'Ct·~·
lhing . R rclhrcn, worshippin g God is not 
a nd cannot be casua l. Let us show even by 
our app:1rcl that worship is a special oc
casion. Rlue jea ns, T-shir ts, tennis sh oes, 
a nd pants suits ma~· ha,·e the ir p roper 
place, bul we a ssociate them with lhe 
ordinary and not with t hat which is spe
cia l. 

T remember as a lad attending t wo or 
t hree weddin P."s. We really spruced up fo r 
that. Tt would have been an insult to t he 
hriclc a nd g room and their fa mil ies lo 
have come lo the ir wedding improperly 

The Preacher's Dilemma 
A p1·eachcr sat a nd drank coffee with :1 

member of lhe church just to be visiting. 
After he left the member compla ined 
that all the p reacher did was gad about 
a nd drink coffee. 

Anothe t· p reacher didn't visit a particu
la r member for ma ny mon t hs (and had 
nevct· been invited) a nd that member sa id 
shar ply that the preache t· never did any 
\'isiti ng . 

One kept his house pa inted, ya rd mowed 
and also kept up l hc church ya rd lo 
match a nv othc1· pr operty in the neigh
borhood. There were members who said he 
had rather do th is type thing than what h~ 
was supposed t o do. 

And whe n a nothe t· d idn 't mow h is 0\\'11 
as often as he mig ht, and never touched 
lhc church law11, he was lazy. 

One procla imcr of the good news 
wouldn 't help pain t the chu rch house nor 
even he lp work on a new bui ldi ng. He 
though t he was too good. When anothe t· 
ca rried every two-by-four that went inlo 
an edifice a nd wailed on the carpenters 
ti ll t he work was done, and saYcd the 
chu 1·ch much money a nd hurried u p t he 
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attired. Today there are many who slill 
t·ccognizc this propri et.~· and always wear 
ga rments suited lo lh<' occasion. Tl al wa~·s 
offends me lo sec people disrcgard such. 
Even so, T ha,·e seen some attend weddings 
so sloppil~· a nd casually attired as to stand 
out. in lhc crowd. Did not our Lord make 
refer ence to one who camc lo a weddinr, 
without a wedding garment ? Tn this he 
not only showed rej!'ard for proper custom 
hut he taught a lesson about sniritual 
g-a r mcnts for those who arc members of 
thc bride of Christ. lhe church. The spir
itual attire for the Christian is a robe of 
rig-hteousness. He mus t not. be found with
out it. 

We ha\·e seen brethren show more re
spect for t he dead t han at lhc worsh ip 
ser vices. When thcrc is a dcalh, friends 
and rclatiYes dress l hcmseh·cs in sombc1· 
clothi ng- or robes of mourning-. T his is 
out of respect for the dead and the s., d 
occasion. Y ct some !;erving at the Lord's 
l:Jble get up before all dressed as if they 
were going on a hikc in the woods right 
after ~ervices. They feel nothing 
specia l about the mcmorial of the death Clf 
Chr ist for our sins. They show it even by 
the i1· manner of dress. Somcthintr is \\Tong 
somewhere. l\Iost of them have "dress up" 
clothing. If they do not have such. then 
whatcYer is our best. ought to be worn . 

It is a reflection on our li mes when 
t here is more respect shown in manner of 
dress fo1· a wedding, funeral , or social 
function t han for the worsh ip of Almigh ty 
God. 

Not a few preachers ha \'C joined the 
world accord ing to the ir appearance in 
the pulpit and in the classroom. There 

W M. K AY M OSER 

constr uction, he didn't lend lo his busi
ness of preaching. 

This preacher seldom departed f rom 
fundamental p r incinles, and lhc church 
let him knO\\' that he was in a rut. 

That evang-elist had great \'al'icty in the 
p~u't of the Bible he preached from , and 
tried to vary the presE>nlation, and the 
members had him know th rough the elders 
that t hey wanted to get. back to the 
things which would instruct t he young 
in how to become Christians, and, besides, 
"We Jo,·e to hear the grand old story 
ourseh·es." 

There was another preacher who used 
t he weckly bulletin lo try to acquaint those 
outside t he church wit h the gospel. The 
members wanted locill announcements put 
in each week, so they could be "edi fied." 
When still anothc1· used it for local stuff 
t he church complained that there was 
noth ing in it except announcements. 

When one \'isiting in a member's house
hold tried to persuade one of the grown 
children in the home to obey the gospel 
the falhe1· and mother had him know that 

(Continued on page 10) 

was a lime when preachers regarded their 
stand ing bcforc an aud ience to proclaim 
the unsearchable riches of Christ as an 
occa!;ion to be characterized by great 
dignity. Tt was reflected in t heir a ppem·
ancc, spccch and manner .... Alas, it is 
not that. way with some loda ~· who 
preach, bolh young a nd old. Brethren. i f 
~·ou arc going to preach, lay aside t he 
stt·ect talk, thc street manners, and ahovC' 
a ll the st1·cet atti re. If t he p reach ing of 
God's word does not dem and lh is, t hen 1 
must ha,·c been reading the \\Tong book. 

Brethren let us gi,·e some consideration 
to the impro,·cmcnt of om· spiritua l eti
quette. 
103 R idl!cland Dt· .. Wamcr Robins. GA 
31093.-From SAERCHING THE SCRIP 
T'CRES. 

A Clear Condition 
for Salvation 

DAN H O LLA N D 

In ~fatthew G:14-15, J esus r e,·eals a 
condition for sa[\·ation " If yc forgi,·e men 
their trespasses, your heavenly F ather will 
a lso forgi\'C you : Dut if yc fo rg-i\·e not 
men thei1· lrespassC'S, ne ither will your 
Father forgi,·c you r tresnasses." Wi thout 
the forgiveness of lhe F ather, we ha,·e 
no hopc of heaven. Theref ot·e, it is futi le 
for a Christian to presume he is living a 
Christian life worthv of the etem al rc
,,·at·d if tha t Chr istian does not ha Yc a 
fon:d\'i ng spi ri t . 

So many proble ms exist in chn1·chcs lo
da,· because some brethren wi th unfor
gi~·ing hearts pl'rs ist in riding- dead horses. 
Jesus told us thai we are to pray : " F or
g i,·e us our s ins; fo1· we OUJ'Seh ·es a lso 
fo rgh·c cYcryonc that is indebted to us" 
(Luke 11:4) . Ch ristians a rc not eyen to 
approach God in prayer while unforgi\'C
ness rules the ir hca1·ts. ~[uch di,·is ion in 
Christ's hlood-boughl church has occurred 
because of what, is charit ably called " per
sonality conflicts." This u sually means 
that, s~mcbod ~·. while opera t ing under the 
g u ise of hcing a Christi an . is denying 
Ch rist. taki ng up his own w ill, and follow
ing h imself around in a Devil 's c ircle. The 
way lo gel out of that circle is forgive
ness. "Release and ye shall be released" 
(Luke G :37) . 

Paul wrote : "Be ve kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, f or g l,•ing each other, even 
as God a lso in Christ forgave you" (Eoh. 
4 :32). As the parable of the Unmet·ciful 
Servant shows, we could neYer forgh·e 
men as much as we h aYe been for g i,•en 
by God. "Put on t her efore, as God's elect., 
holy and bclo,·cd, a heart of compassion, 
kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffer
ing, forbear ing one another , and forgi Yin~ 
each other; if an y man has a com plain t 
against any; e ,·cn as the Lord forgave 
you, so a lso do yc: a nd above a ll thi ngs 
put on Jo,·c, which is lhc bond of pedcct
ness" (Col. 3:12-14). 

If you lead public prayers, some lime 
soon pause before l he pmyet· and read 
with the congregation ~ratlhew 6 :14-15. 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Marion D. Owens tells about the availability and use of 
video tapes in the educational work of the church in this article. 
-Leonard Mullens, 1610 Lawnview, Corpus Christi, Texas 7840-1. 

Video Tapes in the Educational Program 
MARION D. OWENS 

Introducing the Equipment 
Thanks to recent developments in electronics and the mass 

production of the consumer models of the VCR's (video cassette 
recot·ders), exciting new possibilities have opened up in the 
field of Bible education. That which was previously too ex
pensive and required extensive technical knov.·-how is now 
available at very modest cost and can be utilized with a mini
mum of technical instruction. 

For those unfamiliar with video equipment, a brief intro
duction is in order. A VCR is a machine which will record and/or 
play a video cassette tape when properly connected to a tele
vision set. The machine can play pre-recorded cassettes or can 
record from a special video camera or the signal that comes 
(via cable or antenna) to a television set. 

There are different types and sizes of VCRs. The consumer 
(home) models use one-half inch tapes. Units used for com
mercial telecasting are larger (three-fourths inch to two inches). 
Unfortunately, there are two major types of home units-and 

the tapes for each are not compatible with the other type. For 
this reason it is very important that those comtemplating the 
purchase of video equipment study their needs and options 
very carefully before deciding upon the type to buy. The oldest 
type is called the beta system (Sony, Zenith, Sanyo) which, 
with newer machines, can record up to four and one-half hours 
on one tape. The more recent-and now the most popular
type is called the VHS system (Panasonic, RCA, G.E., Quasar, 
Philco, Magnavox) which has a six-hour maximum recording 
time per cassette. 

As for cost, the beta machines are generally more expensive 
(especially Sony). The careful shopper can find a VHS ma
chine (and maybe a Sanyo beta) for und~r $700. Depending 
upon optional accessories included, one can find black-and
white video cameras for under $200. Color cameras range in 
price from about $400 on up: 

Using Video in Teaching 
As a number of congregations and individuals across the 

country are beginning to realize, the possibilities for good 
through the use of video tapes are truly exciting. Every month an 
increasing amount of excellent material is being made available 
on video tapes. These tapes can be rented or purchased and, in 
some cases, are available on a free, loan basis. Congregations, 
therefore, may purchase only a VCR for showing pre-recorded 
tapes, or they may wish to invest in a camera also and produce 
materials themselves for use in their programs. 

Specific Uses 
Sermons, lectures, sem-inars-Already a wide variety of ser

mons and special lectures on numerous topics (youth problems, 
marriage and the home, Christian evidences, evangelism, etc.) 
are available. Some congregations are using these tapes as a 
class offering on Wednesday night or as a part of Sunday 
night program. These can also be shown in convalescent homes 
or to other shut-ins. Those who have VCRs in their homes may 
invite friends (including prospects) to view selected presenta
tions in their homes. 

Bible classes (in dcptlz)-At least two groups are producing 
a series of video-taped Bible lessons featuring college Bible 
professors or teachers in schools of preaching. A number of 

these are now ready for distribution and others are in the 
process of being completed. Clearly these could be of great 
benefit to more advanced or mature Bible students or to those 
who for a variety of reasons might desire a deeper study of 
scripture. 

Special Training-There are many types of special training 
which can be achieved through video tapes. A tape is now avail
able demonstrating the training of young boys to speak. It is 
designed to help congregations set up their own training pro
gram. Another video tape is available demonstrating the use 
of learning centers. Not only does it show what a learning 
center is, but it also provides information to help in setting 
up a learning center in a congregation which has not pre
viously had one. The taping of teacher-training seminars, song
leading instruction, or any other training session enables many 
to view the presentations who might be unable to travel to 
wherever the original session was conducted. 

Bible School (elementa.ry)-One of the most effective uses of 
the VCR can be in the classrooms of younger students. Already 
conditioned to watch the television set, children of our genera
tion provide a ready, receptive audience. The problem thus 
far has been a lack of quality prerecorded material. This will 
soon be remedied, however, as use of video equipment becomes 
more wide-spread. At least one two-year series is now being 
produced, samples of which are already available. (These are 
designed to present a lesson of 15-20 minutes, after which the 
teacher conducts the remainder of the class period using what
ever material she may consider appropriate. Printed material 
to parallel the taped lesson is also available for use with the 
tape.) 

Teen-age G1·oups- In a number of places video tapes are 
being used at teen-age gatherings, devotionals, etc. A wide 
variety of tapes is available featuring singing groups as weJI 
as numerous speakers addressing the special needs and in
terests of teenagers. In coming months we can expect to see 
more and more of these become available. 

Family Enrichment-Probably there is no greater need in 
the church (and the community) than to improve the quality 
of home and family life. Excellent video tapes are already 
available to help in this area and the number will increase 
rapidly. 

Miscellaneous-There is an almost endless variety of uses 
for the VCR. Some examples include camps and retreats, hos
pitals, retirement or convalescent homes, and of course, for 
special classes or studies in private homes. Great possibilities 
exist in the area of mission work. In hiring a new preacher a 
church could use video-taped presentations to help in evaluating 
candidates. It is a rather simple matter to convert slides, film
strips, and even home movies to video tape. (Some copyrighted 
material may require special permission to be copied onto video 
tape.) 

Getting Started 
The use of video equipment in the Bible school classroom or 

otherwise in a church program, is quite a new concept for the 
majority of churches. In many cases church leaders are very 
cautious about introducing techniques and concepts which ara 
so much different from older, traditional ways of doing things. 
For this reason it is sometimes difficult to win support for 
use of video tapes. 

Fortunately the acceptance of slide and filmstrip projectors 
has made the transition easier. Although video equipment is 
more expensive, it is also much more versatile, As for the 
expense, a number of congregations have received VCRs through 
special donations of members who became sold on the value 
of their use. In this way no strain was placed on the church 
budget. 

Box 4174, Lancaster, California 93534 
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THE PREACHER'S DILEMMA 
(Continued from page 8) 

they would tend to that, and as of now 
the child didn't know what he was doing. 
The next one in succession heard of his 
predecessor's goof and he left the family 
alone. He didn't care anything about his 
job or the poor man's children, and he was 
fired. 

One can't help but remymber Paul Har
vey's line: "There ain't no use worrying; 
nothing's going to turn out alright." 

These things are amusing-when you 
are not presently looking for a job. Even 
members will smile and laugh when you 
exnlain the preacher's problem. But they 
will turn right around and do to you what 
you have just described. 

Does an elder not think his voice sounds 
the same week after week? Does he not 
think his face looks the same? Is the song 
leader unaware that his voice sounds 
alike each Lord's Day, and that his beat
ing time is just about the same time after 
time? Even his, "I can't hardly sing to
day because I have a cold" is as regular 
as his standing uo. And, the teacher's 
weekly question, "Where's the lesson to
day?" 

Has the preacher no right to send his 
children to the same school all the way 
through? If he is capable of preaching 
the truth of God and if he will, why de
mand a change merely to have a change'? 
What if the whole church had to be 
changed (jobs and all) as often as the 
preacher is herded into a U-Haul? What 
if every man had to start over at a new job 
every time the preacher was run off? 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS! 

Teachers needed for established 
Christian school. grades 3-7 for term 
startinq September. 
Immediate need for school adminis
trator/ teacher. 
Help Christian education flourish in 
one of the nation's growing garden 
spots. 

REDLAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
17700 S.W. 280th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030 

10 [522] 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

And, what i:t every member lost money and 
took a cut in pay each trip to a new town? 
What if each member had to hear the 
preacher brag to him that he had a $10,000 
raise in just one year, when the member 
wasn't even making $10,000 in a year? 

A preacher who lived on subsistence 
pay all his life, and was still so doing, was 
asked by an elder, "What kind of retire
ment do you have?" He was angry, from 
all appearances, when the preacher said 
he didn't have any. "You mean that they 
haven't provided for your retirement?" 
Who is "they"? 

One works part-time at something else 
to halfway make ends meet. Members of 
the congregation will suggest that the 
preacher's pay ought to be cut because 
he spends all his time at something else. 
And when he gets sick and has no hos
pitalization the church leaders are em
barrassed because the preacher is a 
charity case. When one such man dies 
the church is amazed that he didn't have 
a big savings account, life insurance and a 
house somewhere that his family could 
move into. 

It is hard for a preacher to rejoice with 
a fellow Christian bragging about his 
cabin at the lake that is bigger than the 
one the preacher lives in, and the preacher 
owns exactly nothing. It is as difficult to 
rejoice with an elder's son or son-in-law 
who is working at a less skilled job than 
preaching, with less experience, for three 
or four times as much each year. If the 
preacher compares his pay with that he 
better have saved his moving boxes! 

If a preacher refutes false doctrine he 
is always negative. If he does not he is 
soft on the sects. If he quotes authorities 
in history, language, etc., he is a show-off; 
if he doesn't he .doesn't do any scholarly 
study. 

Preachers need to be loved, appreciated 
and paid a living wage. The church will 
prosper under such preaching. 
Rt. 5, Box 136, N. Little Rock, Ark. 
72118 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·4;;/1836 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for itz/ormation 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535·1801 817/429-1403 

For Less Than o 1 vear--$1o.oo 

$ 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 12, 1980 



WORLD RADIO ANNOUNCES 
SPEAKER CHA ' GE 

WEST MONROE, La.-The elders of 
the White's F erry Road Church of Christ 
are announcing a change in speakers for 
the "World Radio Bible Broadcasts" 15-25-
and 30-minute p rograms produced by 
World Radio. Effective Aug ust 3, Calvin 
Warpula, the pulpit minister at West 
Monroe, will assume the broadcasting re
sponsibi lities so capably handled by Tom 
Holland for the past five years. Brother 
LatTY Wes t will cont inue to be t he Wol'ld 

enroll by /ept. 8 

fvlt 1011 rr u 

' · ' · AplllrO rt. 

W't. i. .Ct o.t ra.tl. 
HUGH SHIRA , Oiueto• 

/outr.ern California /cflool 
Of 

)]w~rn~@D~~LilJ 

Computer Science 

F acuity Opening 

Fread-Hardeman C ollege is inviting 
applications fo r faculty employment in 
computer science. A baccalaureate 
major in computer science is now being 
offered, and an additional faculty mem
ber is needed, preferably in January of 
1981. An August beginning date is pos
sible. 

The college expects to replace a Bur
roughs 1714 computer with a DEC PDP 
II /70 with terminals for administrative 
and instructional use in 1980-81. Micro
computers are also used in instruction 
a nd in instructional support. Computer 
center staff may also be needed. 

Christians with appropriate training 
and experience are invited to apply. 
Request an application lor faculty em
ployment from the Office o f Academic 
Affairs or an application for staff em
ployment from the Office of Business 
Affairs , Fread-Hardeman College, Hen
derson, TN 38340. Fread-Hardeman Col
lege is an equal opportunity employer. 

THE ROGER DICKSON FAMILY 
GOING TO ST. MAARTEN 

In August of this year the Roger Dick
son family will be returning to the mis
s ion field after a two year teaching term 
at the White's F erry Road School of Bibli
cal Studies. Brother Dickson will be di
recting an extension t raining work that 
will begin and r each out from the country 
of St. Maarten. 

The Eastwood church in Hutchinson, 
Kansas will be overseeing t he Dickson 
fami ly. Travel funds are needed. Con
t act the elders of the Eastwood church, 
2500 North Pl um, Hutch inson, Kasas. 

Radio speaker on the "Goodnews" pro
g rams. 

The change was discussed with Brother 
Holland in Apri l in order t hat a smooth 
and orderly trans iti on could be made and 
he has been very cooperative in working 
toward that goal. 

It has been the desire of t he elders for 
some time to have a member of the White's 
F erry Road staff to do t he broadcasts. The 
elders feel t hey have found such a man in 
Brother Calvin Warpula. In addition to 
being the speaker on t he World Radio 
Bible Broadcasts, he is the pulpit minister 
for the White's F erry Road cong regation. 

Est en i\Iacon, Viola, Tn., 37394, July 5 : 
I was with t he church at Three Ri\·ers, 
~'[ichigan in a well attended meeting June 
8-15. Vernon J oiner preached in a meeting 
het·e June 1-7. I performed t he mal'l'iage 
for our daugh te r on June 1. 

I!'<CLUilE YOUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscriber s : Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:Hil\fli 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE W HITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Fu ll Time Cou rse • Strong Bib le Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practica l Training 
• No Tuition . • " What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Quali fied Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curricu lum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED. NEXT ENROLLMENT-SEPTEMBER 3, 1980 

For Information and Catalog \Vrirc or Calf 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL O F PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

A Firm Fonn<lnt1on snbscrlpHon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gl!t. 

PEW CUSHIONS: 
Pew Reupholstering: 

Pew Refinishing : 

For Free Estimate: 

Brem's Woodworks 
Rt. 9, Box 406 

Waco, Texas 76705 

817-799-5926 

Announcing 

25th Anni"ersary 

HOMECOMING 
AUGUST 29th-31st 

20th St. Church of Christ 
4401 20th St. 

Rockford, Illinois 61109 

Featured Speaker 

DOYLE D. DAVIS 

Valparaiso, Indiana 

(Bro. Davis served the Congregation 
as Evangelist for 20 years.) 

OUR GOAL-2001 

in our new 41 ,000 sq. ft. 

facilities 

All former members and a ll friends 
are invited to share with us in the 
celebration of 25 years of service to 
the Lord 's Cause in Northern Illinois. 

Also to share with us a great vision 
of the future of the work on the beau
tiful 18 acres and new building which 
houses 20th St. Christian School (K-
12) as well as worship and class fa
cilities of the 20th St. Congregation. 

Elders: Eddie Beck, Jerry Land, Lee 
Matthews, Jim Roberts. 

Minister: Stanley G. Williams. 
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LARRY ;\IQRG .\~ FA:\ULY EEKI~G 

TO GO TO VENEZUELA 

Larry :\lorgan, a Freed-Hanlcman g"rad
uatc, and his wife Linda, arc seeking sup
port to work in Venezuela. After 5 years 
of local work in New Mex ico a nd Ten
nessee, they feel they arc ready for work 
in the fie ld. l t is their desire to make 
contact wi th some congregation where 
lhcy can move and wo1·k with lhc church 
for six months, beginning about Scptem
bel· 1st, and then be supported in fore ign 
work beginn ing in 19 1. J ntcrcsted JlCI'

sons may contact Brother f•l organ at 103 
Fox Run, Florence, Ala. Phone 205-766-
2365. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF P REACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf 1\Iissions Program 

Correspondence Tra ining by Extension 
No T ui tion-Approved tor Veter ans 

Benefits 
contact 

T he D irector-3723 34th Street 
L ubbock, T X 7D410 

1-806-71)2-511)1 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 2lj2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information. booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

12 [524) 

EAU C'LAJnE. WISCO~. I~ CHuRCH 
BURNS MORTGAGE 

planting the church in the city. Pictured 
here. L. to R.: Richard :'ll ichiel, Fred 
Sicbenshuh, Don lloph, .John Boor, and 
Charles Baird. 

The E nu Claire, Wisconsin, church 
burned its mortgage recently, represent
ing a debt-free plant fo r expanding the 
Lord's work. For many years the ;\Iulc
shoe, Texas church has supported the work 
in Eau Claire, and J ohn Boor is laboring" 
with the group. Reaching this milestone 
in the church's history was no easy task, 
but it has been accomplished and the 
group of saints is thankful to many who 
through lhc years have had a part in 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

TH E CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFEREo CE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CH ILD 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

A PPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2- Year Program 
Tui t ion Free 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526-7715 o r write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualif ied Teachers 
Scholarshrps Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLL::\IENTS-SEPTEi\IBER 1, 19 0-FE llRt:A HY 1, 1981 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - J im my Wood. D ir ector of De\'clopment 
(2 1-l ) 526-7715 

COLUMBIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE is 
seeking qualified applicants for openings 

the following areas: 

• LIBRARIAN 

. 
1n 

• BUSINESS: (Management/ Marketing; Busi
ness Ed / Secreta ri a I Ski lis) 

• SCIENCE: (Natural Sciences/ Biology) 
If you are interested in opening discussions leading to permanent 
employment, contact: 

J. P. Sanders, President 
Columbia Christian College 
200 NE 91st, Portland, OR 97220 
Phone: (503) 255-7060 

Columbia Christian College is a fully accredited four-year liberal arts 
institution located in Portland, Oregon, voted " America's Most Livable 
City" in the beautiful Pacific Northwest. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 12, 1980 



WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE,fiME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th. 

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will: 

0 Send $79.95 by September I and I will then 

receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (total o f $42.95) upo n 

receipt o f the books. 

Signature-------------

____________________ ._. __ _ 

Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Nam~--------------
Address _____________ _ 

City----- State ____ Zip __ _ 
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PROBLEMS, PROBLmiS ! 
(Continued f rom page 3) 

r eigning is guarded by p roblems which can 
only be solved by men of character and 
Spirit-given wisdom." 

You may have seen t he fo llowi ng cir
culating in the church bulletins, but i t is 
still good advice. 

1. Remember we a ll have ou r p roblems 
a nd weaknesses. Yours may not be t he 
same as t he other person's. 

2. Help ca rry one a nother 's burdens. 
Don't intensify the p roblem, if you can 
possibly avoid doing so. (Gal. 6:1-2). 

3. P 1·ay for one another- even for those 
who do you wrong. (J ames 5 :16) . 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Available fo r Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

$1395 
pe r thousand 

Hard, Clea r Plas tic - As Attracti ve as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Ins tead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531 -5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

4. Don't go f rom house to house spread
ing tales and interfering with other 
people 's business. 

5. Be slow to listen to accusations, and 
allow time to show the truth or false
ness of charges. 

6. If you know someone is in the wrong, 
tell him/ her o( it in private first, be
fore mentioning il to others. 

7. Watch against shyness of each other. 
Give the other person t he benefit of 
the dou bt when something appears to 
be opposit ion or resentment. 

8. Solomon knew what he was tal king 
about: "The start of a n a rgument is 
like the first break in a dam; stop it 
before it goes further." (Prov. 17:14 
GNB ) . 

9. If someone is su rp l'i sed into sin, or 
just sins through ord inary weakness, 
show your love by being tolerant o( 
the sinner. (E ph. 4 :2 ). 

10. Remember t hat it is a g igantic plot of 
the Devil to keep Christians separated 
from one another, and to generate ha rd 
f eelings. We should watch out for 
divisive p eople. (E ph. 6:10-13) . 

11. The re is strength in unity. When 
we a ll work together, we can get a lot 
done. E specially, when we don't care 
who gets the credit f or it. 

12. F ollow the example of Christ. He came 
to save and forgive, not to j udge. Yet 
he upheld God's will against religious 
people who knew better , but didn't live 

it. Compare 1 Peter 2 :21 ; Ephesians 
4:32; J ohn 13 :5, 15 ; Luke 22:24-27. 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, N Y 14850 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or tnore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15 , 1979 
lllaturiug 3Yz to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10 o/0 di counted to yield 
12 o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Availa ble in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by pr ospectus only. 

F or prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to : 
T E ::'Il PE CHU RCH OF CHRIST 

707 E . Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

r·--·--·- ·-·-.. - ·-··-n- ·-.. -·--·- ··- "- ''_" __ ,_._,_,_,_·;· 
CUSHIONS FOR 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 8 17-0 ·113-!)203 

.,_.._._._(._.__.,.._,~,.,_...._u_,_.._"'.-.o._.._.,_ • .._,_.,_u_.._.,_~o-o~-·•~ 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive tr aining program - t r aining men 

from the N or theaSJt to preach in the Nor theast ! 
"V.A . A1Jp1·ovecl" 

Located in the Capital Distri·ct of New York- For further 
information--<Con tact : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-l'ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leontlrd .M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD-KlLLEE~EXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
---DENVER~CO~-,L~o-=RA::c-:--::I:::-J0-::--::8::-:0:-::22:-::.,:-::8 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
OJUNAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner o£ 
Irving & Arlington lllvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & histot·ic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA..;;,:t~l;;.;, ;.;..,N-=-. ""'.J=-.-. -=F=a~lr_m_o_u_n_t_a_n-:d=--=s=-o-u-:t:-::hern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKAc:....:..-.::..;__A_N_C_HORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Rood 

Pleasanton, California 94508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW-WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF--KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO..:..R:,;T,....H=~,..,.~""I-:....,S,_T.......,CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area dror1 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM_...,o""'N""'S,........,F~R,...,.O""M,........,S=-=u,.,.N=s:-::Eo-::T:--o-n---,9.,..0-m---=-in-u""'te:---cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHEI~ 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R=-=E-=-L""IG~I'""o""u=s=--=B~O~O===-=Kc:S;;.;.;,BOUGH';;T: • ....;;...,;W:;;-a-yn-e--:S~te:--ph;-e-n--s, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
ltlonterrey, ltle:xlco1 Ave. Fnndlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
------:TIMEJSOF THE-ESSENCE ___ _ 
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
orl!anize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR 72143. 
AUTOSFOR;.:..;.s=-A::,..,.L-=E=-.--=T:::h,..-e-f=-o-:-11:-o-,,-:.i-n-g-v-e,.h'ic'l-:-es--:-a::-:re 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.50; Cars
$48.00: Trucks-$89.00. Call for information (602) 
941-8025, Ext. 566 . .:.·=""':--==-::~=--===~""';;~ 
ATT'N.-MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVESAT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance. Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
PM. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ent:lewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~relist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA- 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
·vu~tA, AlllZ., o:n w. ::l!lth st. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E • .!Uorgan Ave., 
U.S. 4tl0 East Op(toHlte K-llnrt. Ofrtce= 4'1'1· 
1)2'11. Dobby Wnde, DUn. 4'10-401)0. 
---SOUTHMAIN-BAYTOWN, 'l'EX~ 

South Main Church of Christ 1101 ::5. Alain. 
Jo11eph lJ. Brymer, .Minister. Phone ·127-1231. 
Sun. U:OO & 9:55 A.M. & 6:00 P.M., Wed. 7:0!' 
p .M:,.,. :--:::-----o-----:---:::--c::-=-----:---:--:-:----:-
Smnll Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher, Prefer mature Christian with some IJUlpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE JtKIUND l:HER1:SHJ::D BliJLt.:S-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible llindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Minister A vaiiable-1-::7:-;>-.e-a_r_l> -o-:f_l_lt_'c-ac'h~i,....n_g_e_X_l_>C_l'':"'ie_n_c-e, 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and shnre 
their faith nnd love with others. 45 years of a~-te 
with !nmily, Contact Charles W. Freeman, 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 70·1-667-4891. 

LOWER YOUR UTILITY COSTS 
A baptistry cover reduces circUlating 11ump time, 
loss of chemicals, frequency of cleaning and con
serves water. One yeur warranty and satisfaction 
guaranteed. Send dimensions o£ your bnptit;tr·y to 
Solarson, Inc., 1033 South Bowie, Amarillo, Texas 
79!02, or call (806) 373-5·182. Billed Iuter at the 
rate of just $1.00 per square foot._~-,_,.., 
Preacher needed:· Congregation in a beautiful moun
tain town (50 miles east of Sacramento) needs 
full-time preacher to work with congregation in 
fast-growing El Dorudo County. With new building 
can IJaY $1200 a month. Contact Dick Crow (916-
622-3540) or David Hooper (915-644-2645) or write 
Central Church of Christ, 3120 .Missouri Jllat Road, 
Placerville, Calif. 95667. 
BREWER,-MAINE-241--=C,....en_te_r_s-=-t-.-. -=v"'".-=1":-:· ,=-=-v-:-.-=:H:-a-::11. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 2Q7-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Want To.Buy:Used Religious-Books. Bob Jncks;m=. 
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kemrmer, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Minister·-available, age ai~ married,-three-childrCJt. 
Nine years of expel·ience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
undet• the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
Preacher availnbte=-co"iit:ictTom:..:__T:::-in_(.,....le":"l:-1.-(:-:4:-::0-=-:5) 
566-2423 or (405) 341-5162, Boswell, Ok. 
AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
832-5624. 
HELP NEEDED, write, Teach A Prisoner, contact 
Joyce M. Davis, 427 W. River N, Elyira, Ohio 44035, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit, Mich. 48216. 

CENTURY 21 RUDYWYATT~EALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT f Ask 
for 1\lel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
Thq Chansonaires, a christian male quartet, is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music shouiJ 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
~ean 48504. 
Mfnister needed by Pecan Park Church of Chri11t, 
Hnnst:m Texas who C'an snoal;: Spanish nn•l En
glish languages fluently. Needed immediately to 
work in area where 60% Spanish speaking IJeople. 
Please call Louie A. Nowlin, Sr., 713-649-1202 
Office, 713-331-3629 Home. Carl Ka~·lor ;13-92~-2812. 
I~ULLTIMEPREACHER-NEEDED. A congrega
tion of 85 to 110 avera~re attendance (without El
ders in a coiJ .. qe town nf 35.000 nopulatifln is 114'"'-
in~r an experienced and energetic 11reacher. Will 
n•·"vifle a h"IIS:? ,.·itlt utilitiC!' ""'I ne••ot.iahl" snl11rv. 
Call or write: Church of Christ. P.O. Box: 372. 
Marquette, Mi 49855, phone (906) 942-73·i-l or 
226-7258. 

TEACHERS NEEDED. 
Math-must be certified in secondary math. Boys' 
P. E. and Coach. Must be active member of the 
church of Christ. Contact Les Wheeler, Corpus 
Christi Christian School, 3101 McArdle, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 78415. 

Crossroads Christian School is In need of a high 
school teacher with a particular emphasis in Science 
and/or Math. Alpha/Omega curriculum. Send 
resume to: Bob Bickle, Crossroads Christian School, 
620 Oregon Way, Longview, Wa. 98682. 
Wanted: A congregatiOn in which! ca.:....n--=d-o""'•..,.,•t,....re-e~" 
work as a preacher while supporting self and family 
by physical work of self and wife-jobs arranged 
by members wanting my spiritual work. After 24 
years of mission work in Africa, we reluctantly 
returned because of the Communist take-over in 
Rhodesia, and for our daughter to enroll in ACU. 
We would prefer to work in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Missoul"i or 'l'enne:~see. JC interested in 
resume or recommendation, call 602-428-3494. Write 
J. Brown, 425 Central Ave,, Safford, Az. 85546. 
PREACHER WANTED:-Tho-churchof Christ, ssth 
and Macdonald Avenue, Richmond, California is 
in need of a full-time preacher. Interested parties 
please contact l<'~>rrel England at 5733 Olinda Road, 
El Sobrante, California, 94803 or call (415) 223-
6656. 

NEEDED-Fulltime person to work aggressive pro
gram o£ evangelism. Retired man preferred. Other
wise full support necessary. Send resume and 
reference to Mid Hudson Church of Christ. 112 
Montgomery Street. Poughkeepsie, New York 12601. 

CUSHIONED THEATER SEATS FOR SALE 
ALL OR ANY PART OF 500 

MacARTHUR PARK CHURCH 01" CHRIST, 1907 
N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78217. Phone: 
512-824-7301. 

FOR SALE: Multilith 1250 Offset Press. Excellent 
condition. $1495. Telephone 214-832-5624. 

FOR SALE-48 17% foo' pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Pho!l~J713l._!l46-373!, or (71~1. 481-1~66.~·----
ACCREDlTED CHRISTIAN SCiiOOL, 12 t:rades, 
seeks qualified chief administrator. Contact Nelson 
Slater, (214) 330-8363, 3815 Treeline Dr., Dallas, 
Tx. 75224. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertl•llng, ond will not 
knowingly tnke queatlonablr od,·ertlalng. 
But It Is the render's responalltlllty to ln
veatlgnte. Like nny other pnJtt-r. ,..,. some
times unwittingly rnn nn unn•ortby nd. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest. 
In vestlgate I 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in H.ethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Fifth Annual 
"SPIRITUAL SWORD" LECTURESHIP 

"The Church-The Beautiful Bride of Christ" 
Oct. 19- 23, 1980 

Dean Buchanan 

Cunls Cates 

Andrew Connally 

f~, 

"""' Hugo McCord 

Roy Sharp 

1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38111 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 
SUNDAY,OCTOBER19 

9:30 E. ESTES: 
10:30 G. ELKINS: 
7:00 L. WARREN: 
7:50 B. SMITH: 

9:00 G. COLLEY: 
10:00 C. PUGH: 

11:00 R. SHARP: 
1:00 D. BUCHANAN: 
2:00 C. CATES: 
3:00 D. SZTANYO: 
7·00 G. MUSIC: 
7:50 A. HIGHERS: 

Roy Deaver 

Pat McGee 

Bolly Smoth 

The Church-And Its Conr:ern For The Lost 
The Church-The Bride Of Christ 
The Church-And Its Concern For The Faithful 
The Church-A Molder Of Homes 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 
The Church-And Singing In Worship 
The Church- The Preparation By John The Baptist 

And Jesus 
The Church-And The Cruciftxion Of Jesus 
The Church-God's House 
The Church-God's Husbandry 
The Church-Its Unity 
The Church-The Blood-Bought 
The Church-And The Sword Of The Sptrit 

Gary Ealy Garland Elkons 

Don McWhorter Avon Malone 

Dock Sztanyo Robert Taylor. Jr 

Emerson Estes 

Noel Merodeth 

Rex Turner 

9:00 
10:00 
11 :00 
1:00 
2:00 

Lunch Break -11:45-1 :00 

Dinner Break- 3:45-7:00 

ATIENDED NURSERY 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
D. McWHORTER: The Church- And The Resurrection Of Jesus 
G. EAL Y: The Church-How Can It Be Identified? 
W. WINKLER: The Church- And Self-Discipline 
J. GILMORE: The Church- And Its Organization 
D. UPE: The Church-One Can Know That He Is A Member 

Of The Church 
3:00 R. TURNER: 
7:00 R. TAYLOR: 
7:50 T. WARREN: 

The Church-As Seen By Old Testament Phophets 
The Church, The World And The Bible 
The Church-The Army Of Christ 

9:00 
10:00 
11 :00 
1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
7:00 
7:50 

9:00 
10:00 
11 :00 
1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
7:00 
7:50 

W. WEST: 
N. PRYOR: 
N. MERIDETH : 
K. JONES: 
M. MILLER: 
W. WILDER: 
A. MALONE: 
A. CONNALLY: 

W. CLAIBORNE: 
H. McCORD: 
W. JACKSON. 
W. COLLINS: 
P. McGEE: 
R. DEAVER: 
J. RAMSEY: 
R. DEAVER: 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 
The Church-And The Worship Of God 
The Church- The Kingdom 
The Church-And The Lord's Supper 
The Church-The Pillar And Ground Of The Truth 
The Church-All-Sufficient 
The Church-The Saved 
The Church-Before Creation 
The Church-And The Great ColflmtSSton 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 
The Church-And Its Establishment 
The Church-And Its Eternal Desttny In Heaven 
The Chllrch-The Body Of Chnst 
The Church-And Its Concern For The Wayward 
The Church-Not A Denomination 
The Church-In Ephesoans 
The Church-Indestructible 
What Shall We Conclude From All? 

Joe Gilmore. Jr. Alan Hoghers W. N. Jackson Kenneth Jones 

Max M iller Goebel Music Neale Pryor Charles Pugh 

Lindsey Warren Thomas B. Warren W B. West. Jr. Wllhnm W1lder 

I 

Wonlord Claoborne 

Gary Colley 

Wollard Collons 

Davod Lope 

f~ 
Johnny Ramsey 

Wendell Wonklor 



SALTILLO, MEXICO was the location of a c ampaign sponsored by the 
Midtown church in Fort Worth recently. Humbe rto Rivas, Mexican preacher, 
Terry G roves and Lou Seckler planned th o ca mpaign. Twenty you ng people 
and seven adults comprised the team t hat worked in the former capital 
of Texas when it was a part of Mexico, in the 1500's. The p rime +argot was 
the group of people who had responde d to tho Herald of Truth radio 
program, "La Busqueda." 

Austin, Texas, August 19, 1980 

INSIDE TH IS ISSUE 

Editorial: Relativit y ...... .. ........ ........... •......... 2 
Christianity, An Enemy of Mankind7- Dilbed ................. ...... 3 
G uilt Feelings-Wright . . . . . . .................................... 3 
Abundant Life-

The Higher Pla no of Living-Tabor ...... .. ........... . ......... 4 
So a p- Doylo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ....... .. .. ..•.. . . . . ... .......... 5 
Tho Christian Sabbath- Starling .... .. ............•... . ............. b 
"C onscience" Again-Mclnteo r .. .............. •.... . ... . ... . ...... b 
Tho Cross in Christian Living-Royster . . . ......•...... . ..... .... ... 7 
Is God lgnorant7-Brown ... ..... .. ................ . . ..... . . .. .... 8 
A Plea for Marys-Herrin g .... . ................... . . . ... ... . ...... 8 
Eva ng elism is O ne to One-Turner ................................. 9 



RELATIVITY 
Along with the rise of the Age of Reason came the 

philosophy that everything is temporal and material, 
and t hat nothing exists except that which has come 
into being by natural causes. E volution was the off
spring of this philosophy and modern hedonism is its 
product. 

Science, however, denies its own doctrine of total 
materialism by continued efforts to project selfhood 
beyond its natural limits by heart t ransplants, genetic 
manipulation, cloning and even the freezing of a corpse 
in the hope that humanism may some day be able to 
do what faith already claims and offers to those who 
die-the prospect of living again. 

Relativity takes a sledgehammer to absolutes and 
demolishes the temple of transcendent values. Then it 
proceeds to build, or try to build, upon the ruins a new 
structure wh ich, ironically, r esembles the one de
stroyed, but far less glorious. While it lays a founda
tion of inter-relationships alone, it seeks to build up 
the structure that man is master of his fate. Some
thing within him instinctively longs for the very thing 
his repudiation of faith in the ~upernatural has caused 
him to destroy. 

When relativity comes fu ll circle, it ultimately 
could not possibly provide anything more than what 
Deity promised Adam in the beginning : that he was 
created to subdue and rule the earth. 

If man were the ultimate he claims to be, there would 
never be an accident. Every breach of temporary 
orderliness, however minu te, attests to the fragile and 
temporary nature of man's dominion. Every problem 
he faces is a challenge to his kinship. E very plea he 
utters for help is an admission of his own limitation. 
Down deep inside, man knows he is not the power he 
claims to be. Total, independent self-hood is not the 
answer to why he is here. 

How can man claim to be the very top of the totem 
pole when he cannot even control himself? The sight 
of an atheist in a f it of rage, expressing his or her 
frustration in a stream of profanity, is an object les
son in the futility of humanism. The very inhumanity 
of man to man is a continuing testimony to the false
ness of his sophisticated claim to omnipotence. Every 
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political explosion, every revolution, every war, every 
occupied embassy negates man's proud claim that 
within a totally temporal framework, and with wholly 
materialistic roots, he can solve his pr oblems. His mis
takes by now shou ld be sufficient to teach him that he 
is not a self-contained system. 

Existential philosophy starts with the wrong hy
pothesis. It assumes that ultimate reality exists only 
in a t ime and space realm where everything is meas
ured by inter-personal relationships. EYerything then 
becomes meaningful only as it affects, or is affected 
by, environment. Every action is evaluated only with 
respect to its relation to other happenings. Truth is 
not truth until it is truth to you. Nothing is sacrosanct. 
E\·erything is r elative. All truth is culture bound 
rather than culture producing. The world is based on 
subjectivity rather than objectivity. 

When faith in a transcendent Revelation is replaced 
by a naturalistic scientism the discipline of inter
linking and interlacing human experiences becomes the 
standard of right and wr ong. And the standard is as 
uncertain as the experiences are varied. Relativity 
makes one a prisoner of his times, and what is con
sidered right today may be wrong tomorrow. This gets 
closer home to us when we r ealize how many th ings 
we once considered wrong that we now consider right. 
More of our faith is in relative values than we would 
like to admit. 

If circumstance is the matrix of righteousness then 
we with impunity can do whatever each sees as r ight 
in his own eyes. One church is as good as another; 
one doctrine as good as another; and one life style is 
as good as another. We throw everything away when 
we cut loose from faith in a Divine Revelation. 

Eternal veri ties are not r elative. One has to r eject 
them all, and turn his back on God and Revelation, 
to espouse humanistic r elativity. 
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Christianity~ An Enemy of Mankind? 
Voltaire wrote: "Religion is the chief 

cause of all the sorrows of humanity. 
Everywhere it has only served to drive 
men to evil, and plunge them into brutal 
miseries . . . it makes for history an im
mense tableau of human follies." Voltaire: 
ESSAI SUE LES MOEURS ET L'ES
PIRIT DES NATIONS Part II p. 205. 
Benjamin Franklin Underwood wrote: "To 
many liberals, Christianity appears an un
mitigated evil, a superstition which al
though it had its origin in innocent ignor
ance and credulity, has been the greatest 
obstacle to human progress that mankind 
has had to encounter.'' THE OPEN 
COURT. Perhaps one of the most blas
phemous utterances of all is from the 
great Atheist, Robert lngersol, who said 
that the church for a thousand years had 
"extinguished the torch of progress in 
the blood of Christ." 

There was a time when only vicious 
enemies of religion talked this way. To
day these false indictments are being used 
by men in high places, in our greatest 
universities, who are teaching our young 
men to believe that Christianity has al
ways been a hindrance to mankind. Kir
soppe Lake, while professor of ecclesias
tical history in the Divinity School at 
Harvard University denied the efficacy 
of prayer and immortality of the soul. 
He even went so far as to question the 
existence of a personal God : "In past 
generations to attain salvation was 
thought to be the object of existence. It 
is not altogether surprising that the peo
ple who argue in this way contributed 
little to the improvement of the world." 
Kirsoppe Lake: IMMORTALITY AND 
THE MODERN MIND. p. 21. Dr. John 
Dewey of Columbia University said that 
Christianity was opposed to the democratic 
way of life, and he held the idea that any
thing supernatural was a hindrance to its 
modern progress and advancement: "The 
objection to supernaturalism is that it 
stands in the way of an effective realiza
tion of the sweep and depth of the im
plications of natural human relations. It 
stands in the way of using the means that 
are in our power to make radical changes 
in these relations. It is certainly true that 
great material changes might be made 
with no corresponding improvement of a 
spiritual or ideal nature. But development 
in the latter direction cannot be introduced 
from without; it cannot be brought about 
by dressing up material economic changes 
with decorations derived from the super
natural. It can only come from more in
tense realization of values that inhere 
in the actual connections of human beings 
with one another. The atempt to segregate 
the implicit public interest and social value 
of all institutions and social arrangements 
in a particular organization is a fatal 
diversion." John Dewey: A COMMON 
FAITH. p. 80. 

Christianity needs no defense in its own 
behalf, but let us look at the testimony 

W. HARLAND DILBECK 

of some tbeat men of the last century. 
John Fiske: "It is not too much to say 

that in the seventeenth century the entire 
political future of mankind was staked 
upon the questions that were at issue in 
England. To keep the sacred flame of 
liberty alive required such a rare and 
wonderful concurrance of conditions that, 
had our forefathers then succumbed in 
the strife, it is hard to imagine how or 
where the failure could have been repaired. 
(Had it not been for the Puritans, polit
ical liberty would probably have dis
appeared from the world.) If we con
sider the Puritans in the light of their 
surroundings as Englishmen of the seven
teenth century and inaugurators of a pol
itical movement that was gradually to 
change for the better the aspect of things 
all over the earth, we cannot fail to dis
cern the value of that sacred enthusiasm 
which led them to regard themselves as 
chosen soldiers of Christ. It was the spirit 
of the 'Wonder-working Providence' that 
hurled the tyrant from his throne at 
Whitehall and prepared the way for the 
emancipation of modern Europe. No spirit 
less intense, no spirit nurtured in the 
contemplation of things terrestrial, could 
have done it. The political philosophy of 
a Vane or a Sidney could not have done it. 
The passion for liberty as felt by a Jeffer
son or Adams was scarcely intelligible to 
the seventeenth century. The ideas of ab
solute freedom of thought and speech, 
which we breathe in from childhood, were 
to men of that age strange and question
able. But the spirit in which the Hebrew 
prophet rebuked and humbled an idola
trous king was a spirit they could com
prehend. It is to the fortunate alliance of 
that fervid religious enthusiasm with the 
Englishman's love of self-government that 
our modern freedom owes its existence." 
John Fiske, THE BEGINNINGS OF NEW 
ENGAND. pp. 37, 45-46. Would those who 
charge that Christianity is a stumbling 
block in man's welfare also claim that the 
founders of our nation were stumbling 
blocks? 

When the Pilgrims came to America in 
1620, they signed a declaration that they 
had come to found a new colony "for the 
glory of God, and advancement of the 
Christian faith." The Puritans later also 
recorded their intentions: "We covenant 
with the Lord, and one another; and do 
bind ourselves in the presence of God, to 
walk together in all His ways, according 
as He pleased to reveal Himself in His 
blessed word of truth." Is it not then fair 
to conclude with Daniel Webster that "The 
Bible came with them. And it is not to 
be doubted that to the free and universal 
reading of the Bible is to be ascribed in 
that age that men were indebted for right. 
views of Civil Libertv.''? 

Henry Campbell ·Black: ''The saying 
(that Christianity is a part of the law of 
the land) is true in this sense, that many 
of our best social and civil institutions, 

and the most important to be preserved 
in a free and civilized state, are founded 
upon the Christian religion, or upheld and 
strengthened by its observance; that the 
whole purpose and policy of the law 
assume that we are a nation of Christians, 
and while intolerance is the principle in 
religious matters, the laws are to recognize 
that the existence of that system of faith, 
and our institutions are to be based upon 
that assumption. The prevalence of a 
sound morality among the people is essen
tial to the preservation of their liberties 
and the permanence of their institutions, 
and to the success and prosperity of gov
ernment, and the morality which is to be 
fostered and encouraged by the state is 
Christian morality, and not such as might 

(Continued on page 11) 

GUILT FEELINGS 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

Voices speak to us from every corner 
of the psychology field telling us that 
one of the greatest problems plaguing 
the emotional health of people today is 
that of "guilt." It eats away at the mental 
stability of an individual provoking all 
manner of neurotic and psychotic be
havior. A high percentage of the people 
in asylums today are there because of 
unresolved guilt. Literally thousands take 
their own lives each year because of their 
unbearable burden of guilt. This guilt has 
worked its destructive forces to the point 
at which there is nothing left to destroy. 

In the face of all this testimony from 
specialists in the field of human behavior 
and well-being, where does "Godly sor
row" fit in? Isn't the apostle speaking 
about feelings of guilt? How can some
thing as destructive as guilt be described 
as "godly"? 

Notice! The verse does not stop where 
indicated by the above quotation, but goes 
on to say, ". . . but worldly sorrow brings 
death." There are two kinds of sorrow 
. . . two kinds of guilt feelings: "godly" 
and "worldly." Godly sorrow is that 
which works productively within our lives 
to make us better people. It ''brings re
pentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret." This other sorrow destroys. 
It brings death." 

Can we know which kind of guilt feel
ings are working on us at any given 
point in our lives? ABSOLUTELY! Look 
at its fruit! What is it producing in our 
lives? Is it causing us to become better, 
more vibrant individuals? Is it motivating 
us to grow to greater wholeness? OR • •. 
is it tearing us apart from the inside 
out? 

What about your guilt feelings? Are 
they the expressions of godly sorrow . . . 
or, are they something else? 
6420-lSth Ave. S., Richfield, MN 55423 
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The Abundant Life 

The Higher Plane of Living 
O.H.TABOR 

We sing, "Lord, lift me up and me stand, by faith on 
heaven's table land. A higher plane than I have found: Lord, 
plant my feet on higher ground." We are all acquainted with 
the mountains and have experienced many wonderful moments 
as we view the upper regions of God's earth. I love the moun
tains for they fascinate me. My wife and I bought a spot in the 
hills of New Mexico and built a cabin, mostly with our own 
hands. After finishing the cabin we decided to do some climbing 
to see what was up there and to better see what was down 
there. One day we climbed and climbed and finally we reached 
near the . top of what we thought was the highest peak but 
just before reaching that highest point we saw another peak 
in the distance which was higher than the one we were climbing. 
The higher we climbed the more higher regions we saw and 
so we thought, where is the top? I though how much life is like 
this for there are many peaks of life; higher and higher in the 
spiritual realm we go experiencing, all along the way, more 
beauty, greater perspective and a happier thrill. 

Paul exhorted Christians to, "Go on unto perfection." We are 
to pray for, "A closer walk with God." Like standing on the 
mountain top and viewing the higher peaks you have seen, in 
spiritual imagery, the range of salvation, the glorious pano
ramic view of the peak of God's infinite grace and of th~ 
boundless love of God. Off there, we see the peaks of forgive
ness, justification, regeneration and others representing the 
highest of all, the death, burial and glorious resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and his ascension into heaven. Who can gaze 
upon such heights of beauty and not be moved to live a better 
life while here on the earth! 

Let us look at this life in the Son and suggest what it is 
and how we may attain unto a measure of it so as to be happy 
with Jesus and to fulfill God's pu;:pose in us as his redeemed 
children. 

First, let us say that the higher life, in Christ is a life that 
is new. Paul said, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ" (2 Cor. 
5:17-18). This new life is made possible because of the gracious 
provisions God made through his grace and mercy. God's sal
vation is perfect and without a flaw and will never need 
changing. It fits the needs of mankind under every circumstance 
of life. As long as man walks God's way he is related to heaven 
so as to receive whatever help he may need to press on. God's 
salvation is for time and for eternity. When God provided the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, he supplied every provision man will 
ever need and this is why Jesus said, "Apart from me ye can 
do nothing" (John 16:5). In Christ, anyone can be saved because, 
in Christ, incarnate, crucified, risen, ascended and exalted 
Saviour, God placed everything needed to restore a believing 
sinner to the fellowship with himself. This is why it is said, 
"Salvation is found in no one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved" (Acts 
4:12). 

The higher life in Christ is an obedient life which is lived 
in conformity to the will of God. We have the true example of 
obedience when we look at Jesus Christ. He said, "I have come 
down from heaven not to do my own will but to do the will of him 
who sent me" (John 6:38). Again, "My food," said Jesus, "is 
to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work" 
(John 4:34). Jesus did not rely upon self but was dependent 
upon his Father. Every thought, word and deed and all his 
works were in harmony with the mind of Go.d. Jesus wants now 
to bring all men into obedience with the Father so that God's 
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will may be done on earth as in heaven. To this end the gospel 
was given with its commands and its promises to all who will 
obey. Jesus offered a life, the life of his own, for our pattern 
of love, harmony, peace, longsuffering, forgiveness, gentleness, 
meekness, forbearance and brotherly kindness. This is why he 
said, "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good 
and perfect will" (Romans 12:2). 

The new life, in Christ, is possible because God is present with 
his people. We must not think of Christ as only a pattern and 
that we are to go-it-ourselves, by our own strength, for unless 
Christ dwells in the souls we can do nothing. Jesus made this 
very plain when he said, ''Remain in me, and I will remain in 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing" (John 15:4-5). No doubt there are many who 
are trying to go-it-without-Christ and they try with all their 
human strength and fail, then finally give up and quit. The 
energies of the soul come from God's mighty power. Before one 
can have the works of this power one must possess a decided 
mind, a dependent heart and a loving obedient will. Even 
after doing our best to follow Jesus as our pattern and realizing 
the presence of God within the soul, we often experience periods 
of dismal failure and sometimes terrible defeat. However, the 
spiritually minded person knows that in such moments God's 
help will come through prayer, confession, study, meditation and 
submission. Like the mountain climber, we are sometimes almost 
exhausted but the atmosphere, beauty, rest and hope revive 
us again and again so we are refreshed and can go on. Paul, 
no doubt, had experienced such moments and he said, "I pray 
that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being. So that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith • . • and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fulness of God. Now to him who is able to 
do so immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen (Eph. 3 :16-17; 19-21). 

The new life on the highest plane of Christian life fulfills 
God's p.urpose in man. God had a great purpose that he in
tended to carry out through his Son and it comes to light in 
what Paul said, "According to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through 
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence" (Eph. 
3:11-12). God has called us and saved us according to his own 
purpose and grace. He kept his purpose in mind through the 
ages as he worked toward the fulfillment of it. Then when the 
proper time came he sent Jesus into the world to seek and to 
save the lost. Jesus Christ lived that beautiful life, died on the 
cross of Calvary, arose from the dead and ascended to his 
Father's glory so that God's eternal purpose, through Jesus 
Christ, might be worked out. Through his finished work on 
Calvary all people can become members of his body and enjoy 
reconciliation in him. "And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, which is his bo.dy, the fulness of him who fills every
thing in every way" (Eph. 1 :22-23). "Lord plant our feet on 
higher ground." 
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SOAP 
JANICE DOYLE 

For sheer drama nothing can surpass 
the stories of the men and women who 
lived for God. As we read the stories of 
battle in the Old Testament we hear thou
sands of soldiers shouting and we hear 
clanking of swords as metal met metal. 
The dust rises around us as thousands of 
soldiers march against each other in battle 
for the Lord. Paul preached Christ and 
went through storms at sea. Angry mobs 
chased him down streets and doors 
slammed as he was put into prison. Paul 
experienced silent drama also the night 
he was let down over the wall in a basket. 
Or consider the silence which must have 
been common as he waited in prison 
through the long winter in Rome. 

Preachers' lives today are not filled 
with the clank of swords or of mobs 
scr~aming, but preachers today often ex
perience more modern dramatic touches. 
A telephone call can signal a dramatic 
episode for a preacher as can a "business 
meeting" or a session with the church 
gossip. For the preacher these dramatic 
events are often followed by a U -Haul 
tr.uck at the door as he and his family 
face another move. Such dramas-often fit 
only for the abhorred soan operas of to
day's television-are sending more and 
more preachers away from pulpits. What 
happens when a preacher and his family 
experience one of these soap opera dra
mas? The names and places may be dif
ferent, but the events are usually similar. 

My husband, Tom, left a sales position 
to study Bible at Harding. Because he al
ready had a B.S. degree from Brown Uni
versity, he enrolled in all Bible courses
thirty-two hours of Bible study in nine 
months. It was a dream fulfilled· he 
thrived on the word of God and 'soon 
decided to preach the meat he was finding. 
What he did not realize in his zeal is that 
churches and their leaders are often not 
prepared for meat. After two church 
positions and nearly completing his Mas
ter's Degree at Harding's Graduate 
School he has had his share of dramas 
-yes, soap operas-and has left the pul
pit for the business world again. 

At the last church where Tom preached 
attendance had grown from 100 to ove; 
170 in a year's time. Suddenly there were 
great upheavals over a man who wanted 
to be an elder with the two existing 
elders. Tom was told not to preach on the 
qualifications of elders during the two 
weeks members were told they could sub
mit "scriptural objections" about the man. 
Statements by members, and by Tom de
claring that the "nominee" was not of 
good reports and that he was not morally 
blameless were met by anger threats and 
vile words by the "elders." The man was 
appointed elder one Sunday morning
without Tom being told it would occur
by means of a pulpit "filibuster." 

I watched as Tom agonized for three 
full days in solitude and prayer over the 

situation. He saw no one as he sought 
God's co.unsel; then, using 1 Tim. 5:19-21 
as his authority, he met with the men 
and confronted them with their rash 
actions. 

Very late the next Friday night came 
the climax of the drama. The phone rang 
as our three sons slept soundly after 
their first full week in school that fall. 
Tom was to meet the elders in the church 
office. He was met with stern looks, well
phrased accusations, serpentine twistings 
of events of the past. Then one elder, in 
extreme anger-eyes bulging and veins 
standing out-stood, opened the door and 
shouted, "Get out and we will not authorize 
any more paychecks and you have just 
two weeks to get out of our house." Ah, 
the ultimate authority! 

Tom walked out the door without even 
a backward glance, came home and waited 
for the Lord to continue the drama in his 
own way. We felt, like Job, God's hedge of 
protection (Job 1 :10) that night when 
another .dramatic phone call came. A re
cently-transferred friend called from 
Pennsylvania offering us his unsold and 
empty house. He said he had heard the 
church was having a problem and that we 
would probably need shelter soon. Tom 
thanked him but did not tell him yet what 
had transpired. We still had to pray then 
think things through. Our chi1dren were 
our primary concern for they were very 
happy in a local Christian school. Tom 
was enrolled in Har.ding Graduate School 
-two courses away from graduation. 
There was a lot to consider. 

We decided to stay in the town, keep 
the children's lives as stable as possible 
and, like several other families had de
cided, worship in another town. Thanks 
to the advice of an older preacher in 
Kansas who had told Tom to keep some 
outside investments "because you can't 
trust your brethren," we had enouJ!'h in
vestments and saving-s to live on until we 
both found jobs. 

The elders, in trying to deal with those 
in opposition to their doctrinal error· on 
the eldership, became so desperate they 
had the locks changed on the church 
building. Their main weapon, however, 
was the same Qne which the council used 
in Acts 4 against Peter and John after 
they healed the lame man and preached 
Jesus. The council was so frightened of 
Jesus' power at work that they said 
u 1 h , . . . et us t rea.ten them that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name." 

The soap opera was over for our family. 
The dramatic events involved in two moves 
(we moved to our friend's house within 
a week, later to a rent house until school 
was out), explaining to family and neigh
bors, answering the children's questions 
and finding jobs were over much soone; 
than the scars which remain after such 
an event. In time, some of the wounds 
have healed, but some scars are still on 
the surface. We have become aware of the 
many preachers who have gone through 
similar dramatic actions and we have been 
interested in what happened to them. 
Where do preachers go when they no long
er want to trust their family life and 
paycheck to their own brothers in Christ? 

VVhere have the preachers gone? They 
are sitting in "big" churches listening to 
other men preach. They have moved their 
families ?ne last time ; they teach classes; 
t?ey }ovmgly care for their preaching 
hbrartes and long to be in a pulpit pro
claiming God's word. But they are not 
"Young and Restless;" they know their 
families cannot endure one more upheaval, 
one more drama in a real-life episode of 
"As the Church Turns." 

Some preachers are working at jobs 
which are unfulfilling after the joys of 
teaching a family to love Christ or of 
watching a marriage stay together when 
it . seemed sure to fail. But they never 
qUite forget that the teaching and the 
counseling were most often a sideline to 
keeping down the fires of dissatisfaction 
brought on by weak members. A preacher 
may go to an office where co-workers take 
the Lord's name in vain. He tries not to 
be bitter toward an elder who did the 
same thing, but who, in the end, had the 
"authority" to fire him the week before 
his eldest child started first grade. 

He watches the business world thrive 
on bribery and recalls the elder who used 
money .deals in various forms to keep his 
followers close to him. He goes to staff 
meetings and remembers the church in 
Texas where every Sunday night the 
twelve elders sit in judgment over the 
preacher and various ministers, question
Ing strategies and issuing verdicts with 
never so much as a kind word. No the 
"Guiding Light" is not what it should be. 

Where else do preachers go? They try 
other methods of serving. They work as 
houseparents in children's homes but it 
doesn't fill the desire to be studyi~g God's 
word in preparation for a sermon. 

The preachers have fled to the faculties 
of Christian colleges or preacher's schools. 
They must proclaim what they know. They 
teach, give encouragement, offer advice 
and then send the newly-trained preach
ers out. When the preachers come back 
for lectureships these teachers lend a 
listening ear, show compassion and give 
encouragement. But the teacher cannot 
keep men out of the soap opera of 
"Another World" provided by a local 
church somewhere. 

Where have the preachers gone? They 
have moved to Christian communities 
where their families can have good and 
desirable church fellowship and the preach
er holds meetings and workshops or 
writes for brotherhood papers. These 
preachers travel the country visiting con
gregations, easily spotting the difficult 
members. They sympathize with discour
aged preachers and then go on their way 
at the end of three or four days. 

These preachers may preach again 
some day, but for the years of family 
growth some of them realize that "All 
My Children" deserve peace and security. 
Tom watched our small son who had 
always wanted to be a preacher change, 
too, and remembers that after the last 
church soap opera six year old Wyatt 
said, "Daddy, I don't want to be a preach
er anymore; elders just cause too many 
problems." 
Rt. 2, Box 5, Carriere, MS. 39426 
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The Christian Sabbath 
I no longer preach there is no Christian 

Sabbath. No, I haven't "converted" to 
Seventh-Day Adventism or any other form 
of modem "Sabbatarianism." Nor have I 
become convinced that Sunday is the 
Christian Sabbath. 

In fact, I am just as convinced as ever 
that the Law of Moses is fulfilled in 
Christ and is not for the Christian. I no 
longer see this as a reason, though, for 
saying there is no Christian Sabbath. 

Certainly, I realize the Jewish Sab
bath was part of the Law given from 
Sinai and was made known to Israel there. 
This Sabbath meant remembering the 
seventh day to keep it holy by resting 
that day each week. Since the law has 
been "nailed to the cross," we are no long
er judged on keeping the seventh day or 
any of the other rituals of the Old Cov
enant. 

Christians never did observe the seventh 
day as a Christian day. True, Paul and 
others preached in the synagogues of the 
Jews on that day. That was the time and 
place they could get a hearing for the 
gospel. Preaching in the temple did not 
mean the temple ritual should be main
tained by disciples of Christ. Neither did 
preaching on the Sabbath establish the 
Sabbath as a day for Christians to "keep." 
Actually, Jewish Christians probably ob
served the Sabbath for sometime after the 
church began. It is certain they practiced 
circumcision-but as a Jewish, not a Chris
tian, law. When some tried to force Gen
tile converts to keep the law of Moses 
this attempt was turned back (Acts 15). 
Yet, Jewish Christians kept observing the 
law ( cf. Acts 21 :20ff). Hence, it is likely 
that Jewish Christians kept the Sabbath 
as a part of Moses' law-but did not con
sider it a part of Christianity. 

Nor did Christians observe the first 
day of the week as a "Sabbath." Early 
Christians met on the first day of the 
week to break bread and worship God, but 
not for a "holy day" in the same way the 
Jewish Sabbath had been holy. In fact, 
when the Galatian churches began to ob
serve "special days and months and sea
sons and years" Paul was afraid for them 
because they were "turning back to those 
weak and miserable principles" (Gal. 4: 
9-11). To make any day a peculiarly holy 
day is to tum away from the principle of 
the gospel and go back into slavery. 

The point is that the Christian Sabbath 
is not the Jewish Sabbath simply moved 
to a new day. Although there have always 
been Judaisers who would bring Jewish 
observances into the church, to .do so is to 
ne~rate Christianity. 

What, then, is the Christian Sabbath? 
Put simply, the Christian Sabbath is not 

a day but a person. In Colossians 2 :13-
17 Paul wrote: 

He forgave us all our sins, having 
canceled the written code, with its regu
lations, that was against us and that 
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stood opposed to us; he took it away, 
nailing it to the cross .... 

Therefore do not let anyone judge 
you ... with regard to a religious festi
val, a New Moon celebration or a Sab
bath Day. These are a shadow of the 
things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ. 
The cross has changed things complete

ly. The law with its shadowy figures has 
been nailed to the cross. Reality is left in 
its place. Reality is Christ, and we find 
reality in him. In him we find real life, 
true circumcision (Col. 2: 11f), and true 
Passover (1 Cor. 5 :7), and the Christian's 
Sabbath. 

What is the Sabbath anyway? Actually, 
the word Sabbath comes through the Greek 
language from a Hebrew word, shabath, 
which means "rest." It was the fact that 
the seventh day of the week was set aside 
as a day of rest that gave the name Sab
bath to this day. It is as rest and not as a 
day of the week that the Christian still has 
a Sabbath. 

Hebrews 4:9 declares "There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God" 
(KJV). The word here translated "rest" 
is close kin to the word Sabbath. It literal
ly means "keeping Sabbath" (Thayer). 
The context, though, shows that this 
"sabbath" has nothing to do with the 
seventh day. Israel in the wilderness kept 
the seventh day, but they did not have 
this rest. Instead, this sabbath is the rest 
the Christian has in Christ. 

The next verse .declares that the one 
who has entered into this rest has ceased 
from his own works, as God did from his. 
This condition is found in a life of faith 
(v. 3). This reminds us of Paul's declara
tion that God "has saved us and called 
us to a holy life-not because of anything 
we have done but because of his own pur
pose and grace. • . . given us in Christ 
Jesus" (2 Tim. 1:9). The person who has 
entered the true Sabbath is the one who 
has ceased to labor for righteousness by 
his own efforts. He accepts the righteous
ness which is by faith instead .. Thus, even 
the Sabbath of the Old Testament, truly 
understood, points to the gospel plan of 
salvation by grace through faith. 

The Old Testament Sabbath pointed to 
at least three different things, all of 
which find fulfillment in Christ and our 
salvation in him. 

First, the Sabbath points to the cre
ation, for on the seventh day God rested 
from all his works (Exod. 20:11). This 
means that God stopped creating things. 
When we are in Christ we are a new 
creation (2 Co.r. 5:17), not through our 
own works but through faith. We stop 
creating our own righteousness to become 
the righteousness of God in Christ. Thus, 
we cease from our own works as God did 
from his. 

Second, the Sabbath points to Israel's 
escape from Egyptian slavery (Deut. 5: 

15). In Christ, we are delivered from the 
power of darkness and translated into the 
kingdom of his dear Son (Col. 1:13). Just 
as Israel was baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea to escape Egypt, we 
are baptized into Christ to be raised to 
a new life through faith in the power of 
God. 

Third, the Sabbath was a constant re
minder to Israel that the Lord had called 
them to be holy (Ezek. 20:12). Likewise, 
our new standing with God in Christ is 
to remind us always that we have been 
saved for a holy purpose. We are "God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in ad
vance for us to do" (Eph. 2:10). 

Christ is the Christian's Sabbath. He 
is our rest. When we rest in Christ, we 
truly rest from all our labors so that we 
might be engaged in his work, not our 
works. 

The Great Invitation says it best. 
Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my bur
den is light. (Matthew 11 :28-30). 
(NIV) 

179 Marks Ave., Lancaster OH 43130 

"CONSCIENCE" AGAIN 
JIM BILL MciNTEER 

There is a little phrase in 1 Peter 3:16 
about always "having a good conscience." 
That Biblical word "conscience" continues 
to arrest the interest of all who want to 
know God's truth. 

In the definition of it, some have called 
it "the judgment of the mind respecting 
right or wrong." Others have spoken of 
it as "the moral policeman." It has been 
defined as the sense of propriety within 
you that either approves or disapproves 
of an action. 

Conscience is such a powerful force that 
not only is a judgmental verdict rendered 
upon an action, but also there is the 
prompting that comes in life for a conse
quent action to be initiated. One does not 
just decide "that was wrong''; but having 
so decided his conscience tells him he 
must do something about it! 

But the very mention of conscience also 
begets some questions. For instance, is 
conscience always right? Paul made the 
statement that what be did he did in full 
conscience, but yet he was wrong-because 
his conscience was incorrectly educated. 
It allowed him to persecute the church of 
God in all good favor. The wise man has 
told us there is a way that seems to be 
right unto man, but the erid thereof is 
the way of death. 

(Continued on page 14) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 19, 1980 



The Cross 1n Christian LiVing (1) • 

What significance does the cross of 
Jesus Christ have for us in our daily 
lives? As we inter-relate with other peo
ple at home, at work, or in school, and 
as we make decisions day by day when 
confronted with various situations, how 
are we influenced by the fact that Jesus 
Christ sacrificed his life for us on the 
cross of Calvary? There is no question 
that the cross is the supreme demonstra
tion of God's love for us, and all Chris
tians recognized and acknowledged that 
when they made the initial decision to 
follow Jesus. But it is striking to me that 
virtually all the passages in the New 
Testament that discuss the cross do so in 
the context of what it should mean to 
the child of God in his daily walk. In this 
series of three articles, I propose to look 
at some of these passages with the pray
er that God will bless us with a deeper 
appreciation of the cross in Christian 
living. 

Matthew 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; 
Luke 9 :22-27 

All three writers of the Synoptic Gos
pels place Jesus' statement concerning 
individual cross-bearing in the same set
ting. In the district of Philippi, Peter 
(probably expressing the other disciples' 
views) acknowledged the messiahship of 
Jesus. But when Jesus followed that con
fession with a prediction of his coming 
suffering, Peter manifested his misunder
standing of the nature of that messiah
ship by rebuking Jesus. Realizing that 
Peter (and likely all the disciples) did 
not grasp the significant role that suffer
ing must play, both in Jesus' life and 
in their lives, our Lord emphasized what 
is really involved in discipleship. The 
transfiguration event that followed was 
used by God to reinforce this teaching, as 
the Father declared, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am pleased; listen to 
him!" The idea seems not so much to be 
"Listen to him rather than to Elijah and 
Moses," but "Listen! Hear what he is 
saying to you! Understand the full signifi
cance of what he has told you about his 
messiahship and your discipleship!" Clear
ly, they had not. 

It is in this context, then, that our Lord 
Jesus himself taught that true disciple
ship involves self-denial and cross-bear
ing. It seems reasonable to say that Christ 
made this statement with his own cross in 
mind, since he had just predicted it a 
few words earlier. The cross of Christ 
calls us, therefore, as disciples of him 
who gave it meaning, to a daily denial 
of ourselves and a willingness to take up 
our own cross and bear it steadfastly as 
Jesus did. In other words, we must be 
able, at the least, to possess the same 
unselfish attitude that Jesus did, consider 
others' interests ahead of our own, and 

BOB ROYSTER 

sacrifice ourselves for them as Jesus did 
for us. 

But it is good to remind ourselves of 
the nature of self-denial and cross-bear
ing. If I refrain from cigarettes and al
cohol, I am not at all denying myself 
because those things have no appeal to 
me. But if I am willing to sacrifice my 
time, my efforts, my money, my material 
goods for the sake of others because of 
what Jesus did for me at Calvary, then 
I am truly denying myself. 

Moreover, I must remember that, diffi
cult though it may be to endure general 
illness or injury, that is not bearing my 
cross. Those are, in most cases, involuntary 
annoyances in our lives. But Jesus calls 
for voluntary action: "take up your cross 
and follow me," willingly and voluntarily. 
Naturally, sickness or injury suffered for 
the cause of Christ is cross-bearing, but 
few of us so suffer. 

As we live our daily lives, then, do we 
do so with the recognition that the suffer
ing which Jesus endured in his last hours 
calls us to unselfishness and a willingness 
to sacrifice greatly for the sake of others? 
Does this aspect of the cross mean, not 
only that we sacrifice in major ways 
(e.g., giving our time or money to help the 
lost and the hungry), but also in minor 
ways (e.g., letting the other driver turn 
ahead of us at the intersection)? I firmly 
believe that the unselfishness supremely 
manifested at Calvary was intended to 
permeate every fiber of our lives and 
affect every decision that we make each 
day. 

The Passion Narratives 

Through the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God has provided us with a su
preme instance of suffering by which all 
other suffering can be measured. As we 
read the gospel narratives, then, that de
scribe the humiliation and suffering which 
Christ endured for our sake and in our 
place, we should be assured that we can 
endure whatever suffering comes our way. 
If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we too 
can pass through our sufferings. 

The Christian who cries out in over
whelming grief and sorrow, "Where was 
God when my baby died?" should also ask 
"Where was God when his own Son died?" 
It is good to remind ourselves that a plea 
for God to remove human suffering from 
earthly experiences is a plea for God to 
take away the cross. If God and his Son 
could endure the unjust, yet willing, suf
fering of the cross, cannot we bear our 
pains and trials, too, drawing our strength 
from the cross of Christ? 

Romans 8:32 

If I understand Paul correctly, in Ro
mans 8:17-39 he is discussing the ulti
mate result of our justification by faith, 

viz., glorification with God for all eterni
ty. He thus raises the question, "What 
shall we say to these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? He who did not 
spare his own Son, but delivered him 
up for aU of us, how shall he not also 
freely give us all things with him?" (8: 
30, 31). The phrase "delivered him up for 
all of us" is an evident reference to the 
crucifixion as well as to the betrayal. 
Paul's point thus seems to be that if God 
would go so far as to sacrifice his only 
Son for us, he will surely bless us with 
that for which the sacrifice was made-
eternal salvation. 

The cross of Christ reminds us, there
fore, that the God who supremely sacri
ficed there will stand beside us and de
liver us from all difficulties for eternity. 
No charge can stand against God's elect, 
precisely because we are God's elect. No 
human difficulty, indeed no power in the 
universe, can prevent God from working 
out the eternal purpose in those who love 
him. And the foundational assurance of 
it all is the cross of Jesus. 

Romans 5 :5-8 

The relationship between Christian 
trials and the cross of Christ is further 
explicated in the fifth chapter of Romans. 
Verses six through eight present us with 
a doctrinal statement concerning the 
greatness or intensity of God's love for 
man, as Paul provides a commentary on 
the "so" of John 3: 16. The apostle can 
only describe this love in comparative, 
rather than absolute, terms, by placing 
it side-by-side with man's love for man. 
And so, while it is only on rare occasions 
and only for good, righteous men, that a 
man will lay down his life for another, it 
is when we were ungodly (5 :6), weak 
(5:6), sinners (5:8), and enemies of God 
(5:10), that our Father sent Jesus to die 
for us. 

But Paul is not making this doctrinal 
statement for its own sake. Rather, he 
is setting it forth that it might help 
Christians in their basic attitudes. In the 
first half of Romans 5, the apostle is dis
cussing several blessings that come to 
Christians when they are justified by 
their faith in Jesus. One of these bless
ings is that the Christian may progress 
from despair to hope in the midst of the 
trials and tribulations of life. But he may 
do this because "the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us." The perfect 
tense of the Greek verb "pour out" indi
cates that, as a valley is flooded with 
water after a heavy downpour, so our 
hearts are right now flooded with God's 
love through the agency of the divinely 
given, indwelling Spirit. The love of God, 
then, supplies the motivation and the 

(Continued on page 14) 
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IS GOD IGNORANT? 
I remember reading not long ago some 

statements from a brother indicating that 
he thought the Bible taug-ht that there are 
some things that God did not know. It 
was in an effort to defeat the specious 
arguments of a predestinarian who rea
soned that if God foreknew everything, 
then he must also predestinate everything, 
for if he knew it would happen, it had 
to happen. This has plagued theologians 
and logicians for centuries, but though 
I believe it can be shown that fore
knowledge and predestination are differ
ent things, that is not my point in this 
article. 

Our purpose now is to try to cast some 
light on some scriptures that may seem 
to teach or imply that God is ignorant of 
some things. 

First, there is the statement in Genesis 
6:6 and in various other places that God 
repented. The question is, "How could 
God repent of having done something if 
he knew how it was going to tum out 
ahead of time?" Without having to give 
a definitive exegesis of the difference be
tween the various uses of the Hebrew 
word, "nacham" and the difference be
tween the Greek, "metamelomai" and "me
tanoeo," it may be of some value to point 
out that the Septuagint in Genesis 6:6-7 
has "enthumethe," from "enthumeomai," 
which means "think on, or reason about." 
A simple illustration may do more for 
some than a scholarly exegesis (which I 
could not give. anyway) to show how a 
person can be sorry or repent in the same 
sense God did here without implying that 
he was ignorant of how the situation would 
tum out. When my sons were small, there 
were some rare occasions when I felt it 
necessary to chastise them. While I was 
in the very act, I could have said in the 
language of Genesis 6:6-7, ''It repents me 
that I have to spank you and it grieves 

The church needs more Marys-women, 
who like Mary of Bethany, wish to sit 
at the feet of the master and hear his 
word. The kingdom abounds with Mar
thas busily preparing dishes for shut-ins 
and fellowship dinners. But where are the 
women who really know the Bible? And 
where are those husbands, teachers, and 
elders who realize that Christian women 
are capable of learning more than how 
to visit nursing homes and assist at bap
tisms. 

Somewhere along the way Christian 
women have been relieved of the responsi
bility of attaining real Bible knowledge. 
Close studies of the text have been re
served for preachers and teachers, while 
women seldom progress beyond Proverbs 
31 and Ephesians 5. Many congregations 
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me in my heart" or, as some parent put 
it, "This hurts me worse than it does you." 
My son could have asked me, "If you are 
so sorry about it, and it hurts you so much, 
why not stop?" My answer might have 
been, "I'm not that kind of sorry." So it is 
here and in 2 Samuel 24: 16 and Jonah 3 : 
10 where God "repented him of the evil" 
that he had planned to do and did it not. 
It is neither "that kind of repentance" nor 
that kind of evil." That is, it is not the 
kind of repentance that means he wished 
he had not planned it. It simply means 
that, since they changed, he changed rel
ative to their change. It is our judgment 
that the writer of the Authorized Version 
tried to get the idea across when they 
translated it, "It repented the Lord" and 
"it grieved him in his heart" rather than, 
"The Lord repented." We are sure it 
grieved the Lord when Jesus died on the 
cross, but it does not imply that, if he had 
known of it before it happened, he would 
not have allowed it. 

Then in such places as Genesis 22 :12 
and Deuteronomy 8:2, it might appear 
that before Abraham offered Isaac, God 
did not know that he feared God, and 
before God led the people through the 
wilderness for 40 years, he did not know 
whether they would obey his word. Again, 
without taking the time or space to go 
into the various shades of meaning that 
are attached to more than a dozen words 
in the Old and New Testament that refer 
to "knowing," let us try to illustrate how 
a person can know and not know at the 
same time. Do you know what will hap
pen to your hand if you hold it against 
a red hot stove for about a minute? If 
so, how do you know? If you saw me do 
it, would you know it any differently than 
if you did it? Do you not see that there 
are at least three levels of knowledge 
suggested here? One is intellectual, one 
is by observation of another, and one is 

A Plea for Marys 
GINA HERRING 

recognize the importance of Bible study 
for women and set up ladies' Bible classes. 
Unfortunately these worthy endeavors 
often become psychological sharing ses
sions or group therapy meetings. Thus, 
although beneficial, they are not Bible 
classes. 

Brotherhood lectureships and workshops 
faithfully provide classes for women. The 
topics, however, leave much to be desired. 
While men feast on the restoration plea, 
Christian evidences, inspiration of the 
Bible, word studies in Acts, and surveys 
of Pauline epistles, women learn how to 
cope with grief, how to handle depression, 
how to set up a cradle roll, how to make 
puppets, and which songs to sing at Vaca
tion Bible School. Surely first century 
ladies would have starved on such a diet. 

experimental, pragmatic, or existential. 
God knew what Abraham and Israel would 
do in the sense that he could have ac
curately verbally foretold it, but, he did 
not know it in the sense that it had been 
demonstrated or proven. You may note 
that in Deuteronomy 8:2, in the A.V., 
the expression, "to know what was in thy 
heart" appears to be in opposition to 
"to prove thee." He was to know in the 
sense of to demonstrate or prove. The 
Septuagint . suggests the same thing. It 
has "diagnosthe"-to make a diagnosis 
of the heart--to make manifest what was 
there. God could not know it, speaking 
anthromorphically, in the sense of seeing 
it proven, until it had actually been 
proven or demonstrated. 

Until we understand that man's finite 
language and thought only apply rela
tively to an infinite God, we will have 
many troubles and difficulties with un
derstanding much of the Bible. If one 
thinks of God's eyes running to and fro 
through the earth, (2 Chronicles 16:9) or 
God's ear being heavy (Isaiah 59 :1) in 
any literal or humanistic way, one is 
already in trouble. 

So, we can read or speak of God doing 
a thing in order to know or prove or 
demonstrate existentially that a certain 
thing is true without meaning that God 
did not know that from man's viewpoint 
it WOULD happen in the future. It may 
be difficult to grasp, but from man's 
viewpoint, God may be said to be or act in 
terms of past, present or future, for we 
are time-bound. But from God's view
point, He IS, "I AM". (Exodus 3:14). 
There IS no past, present or future with 
him. Therefore, what we call foreknowl
edge is simply knowledge from HIS view
point. 
1700 Wyandotte Trail, Casselberry, FL. 
32707 

Such fare never could have produced a 
Priscilla. 

The scriptures clearly state that women 
are to teach other women. The older wom
en are to teach the younger "to be sober, 
to love their husbands, to love their chil
dren, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
home, good, obedient to their husbands" 
(Titus 2 :4-5). But cannot these truths 
best be taught in life by example? Cannot 
mothers guide their own daughters by 
their example and instruction in the home? 
Young wives and mothers need insight 
into the pentateuch, prophets, and gospels 
more desperately than exhortation to dis
cipline their children and love thenr hus
bands. 

A working knowledge of the scriptures 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. J. J. Turner reminds us in the following words of some
thing that each Christian must never forget, and that is the 
power of the personal touch in the winning of souls for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We are prone, in this day of so much mass media means of 
communication to begin to reason that if we utilize these means 
somewhat, we have discharged our responsibility. How little use 
we make of these methods, but how little do we as individuals 

Evangelism • 
IS 

teach the gospel to the lost on a personal basis. 
Nothing must be allowed to come between the Christian and 

the man who needs the gospel. Nothing is as effective as what 
may be called "eyeball evangelism," and it is our prayer that so 
many, many more of us will wake up to see our own personal 
work and effort as the very best way to win the souls of the 
lost for the Lord.-Leonard Mullens, 1610 Lawnview, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 78404. 

One to One 
J. J. TURNER 

I once read about a lady who wrote a letter to a U.S. Senator 
concerning the needs of a man. The Senator replied. "I am so 
much taken up with plans for the benefit of the human race 
that I do not have time for individuals." No doubt you are think
ing how bad an attitude this governmental leader had. Many 
Christians are just like this Senator, and even worse. They are 
concerned with taking the gospel to the masses and overlook 
individual souls. It is easy to stand before large audiences, or in 
front of a TV camera or radio mike and preach to large groups. 

There is a popular attitude drifting across our land that says 
we can "capture" cities and nations for Christ. I like this 
thought, but I am afraid if we are not careful we will take the 
focus off the individual. Our objective is to "capture" hearts 
for the Lo1·d (cf. Luke 8:11-15). 

The Great Commission in Matthew 28: 18-20 commands us to 
"make disciples" of ta ethne (i.e., Every person in every nation, 
city, town, village, tribe, etc., must have an opportunity to 
hear the gospel and become a disciple). The emphasis is upon 
the individual. In our eagerness to convert people we must not 
overlook God's basic plan. In our day of mass production and 
instant products we must not place the gospel in such ma
chinery. There is no substitute for individual attention. One 
person must put another person into the water. 

I am not opposed to using every means available to help one 
man preach the gospel to the masses. We need more of this. 
There is another means, however, available that we must not 
neglect. It's the method that has been around almost two thou
sand years. This method is each member of the church reaching 
aonther person with the gospel. For a congregation of 200 (01 

any other size) to limit the spreading of the gospel to one man 
is to defeat the great commission. Yet it occurs week after 
week in many congregations throughout the brotherhood, as 
most soul winning is left to the preacher. 

There is an awesome power in the efforts of one person com
mitted to Christ (cf. Romans 1 :14-16). Have you ever taken 
time to .do a little math work on the results of one to one 
teaching? Let's suppose for a moment that we have 12 persons 
in a congregation involved in making disciples (i.e., like the 
12 Apostles. Let's also suppose each of these 12 men spent 
one year in .discipling one person. This would mean that 12 men 
would teach 12 men for one year. At the end of the first year 
there would be 24 disciple makers. If this process was con
tinued until the year 2000 (i.e., 20 years) do you know how 
many disciples there would be? More than 12 million (12,582,912 
to be exact)! This is just the result of 12 men taking one year 

to teach, baptize and ground one person each. What would be 
the result if 100 or 1000 men did this for a year, and then for 
20 years? The gospel would be preached to EVERY person on 
earth. It's still one to one! It will work if we will work. 

One to one evangelism is biblical. There are many examples 
in the Bible of one to one evangelism. 

1. Jesus set the example: Nicodemus (John 3), the Samaritan 
woman (John 4), the impotent man (John 5), etc. 

2. Andrew brought Peter to Christ (John 1:40-42). 

3. The seventy were sent out two by two (Luke 1 :40-42). 

4. Philip taught one man (Acts 8 :25-39). 

5. Paul taught Lydia, and the jailor (Acts 16). 

6. Scattered Christians taught the word (Acts 8 :4; 11 :19). 

We must not minimize the preaching of the gospel by using 
every means available. We must, however, be sure that every 
man in the pew shares the gospel as he is going in his world. 
One person is important. He can best be taught the gospel 
by another person. It is only when we get a fire in the pulpit and 
pew that we will take the gospel to every creature. 

Let me challenge YOU to make a list of four individuals 
you know who are lost. Choose persons nearby, with whom 
you have frequent contact. Beside each name write the date 
you are going to share the gospel with the person. Make 
copies of this list and place them in conspicuous places. Pray 
for each person three or four times each day. God will give 
the fruit if you will sow the seed. Personal evangelism is still 
one to one! YOU and someone else. 

Church of Christ, 13852 Newland St., Garden Grove, CA 92644 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FffiM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'1 
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A PLEA FOR MARYS 
(Continued from page 8) 

is the best way to strengthen the faith 
and understanding of a Christian woman 
and enable her to discharge her duties. 
How bettet· serve in the home than to 
provide accurate and ready Bible teaching 
for one's children? Ti mothy became one 
of the church's finest preachers because 
of the excellent instruction in the scrip
tures he received from his mother and 
grandmother. How better face t rials and 
tempta tions than with the faith of 
Abraham, the psalms of David, the pleas 
of the prophets, the suffering of the 
Savior, the admonitions of Paul? 

Women have been given a unique role 
in the church. But, at the same time they 
are made .equal in Christ. They share, 
with men, not only the bless ings, but th e 
r esponsibilities of the gospel. And one of 
those t·es ponsibilities is to study God's 
word with care. W omen study s ide by 
side with men in such fields as engineer
ing, sociology, law, medicine, mus ic, and 
philosophy. Why, then, must they leave 
the most important study, that of the 
Bible, only to men? 

Let us, then, as Christian women, re
solve to study the scriptures with dili
gence and purpose. Let us take down con
cordance, commentary, and dict ionary to 
a id us. Let us r ead books and periodicals. 
Let us discuss doctrine with husbands, 
fathers, and brothers. Let us keep abreast 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATO RS! 

Teachers needed for established 
Christian school, grades 3-7 for term 
starting September. 
Immediate need for school adminis
trator / teacher. 
Help Christian education f lourish in 
one of the nation's growing garden 
spots. 

REDLAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
17700 S.W. 280th St. 
Home~tead , FL 33030 

'·.r- l 
. -'I 

1\j 
•' 

New Study Book 
for Ladies 
Bible Classes 

Applied 
Christianity 
by Katherine Price 

Practical, every day, 
twentieth century con· 
cerns form the basis ol 

this thirteen lesson study book. 
Such themes as Benevolence, How to Treat 

Newcome~, The Fine Art of Letter Writing, How 
to _Deal W1th the Elderly, Hospital Work, Secre· 
lanai Work, Home Keeping, and many others 
make this a valuable study book. 

Order from: 
$2.50 Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Per Copy or your favorate book store 

Plus 70¢ Postage & Handling 
Texas Residents add 5 % Sa les Tax 
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of cuiTent issues and concerns in the 
church and in the religious world at large. 
Let us be aware of the threats to the au
thority and inspiration of the Bible and be 
ready to combat them. Let us gird our
selves with truth that we may boldly 
defend the gospel of our Lord. Let us give 
our children the greatest gift--a love and 
knowledge of God's inspired word. Most 
of all let us sit a J esus' feet and hear his 
word as did 1\Iary. Let us "choose that 
good part, which shall not be taken away" 
(Luke 10 :42) . 
1144 Rosedale Drive, Montgomery, Ala
bama 36107 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new a ddress 
when you move. 

A Firm Founclntlon aubscrlptlon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

* HtJBr outstanding 
spGDkBr.S ,_.t Bible 
lossons to build snd 
sncourago ths church. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & re lated institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Pla ns 
Retirement Plans 

117 rite or call for in/ormatio11 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 /535·1801 817 /429·1403 

September 
25-27 , 
1980 

* Ovor 40 classes de
signed to sh ow how 
to bottor solVe tho 
Lord. 

WRITE OR CAll TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
- complete program - broth•rhood exhlbits - housing and camper space - oreo motel Information -

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O. lo1 II (20J) 7-10 ftotenct, A- 35630 

0 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

0 Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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CHRISTIANITY, A~ ENEMY OF 
MANKIND 

(Continued from page 3) 
exist in the suppositious 'state of nature' 
or in a pagan country. The Jaw does not 
cover the whole f ield of morality. Much 
that lies within the moral sphere does not 
lie within the jural sphere. But that which 
does lie within the jural sphere, and which 
is enforced by positive Jaw, is Christian 
morality." HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL LAW. p. 514. 

Pr esident Theodore Roosevelt : "E,·ery 
thinking man ... realizes that the teach
ings of the Bible are so interwoven and 
entwined with our whole civic and social 
life that it would be li terall y ... impos
sible for us to figure what that Joss would 
be if these teachings were removed. We 
woud lose almost all the standards by 
which we judge both public and private 
morals all the standards towards which 
we, with more or less of a resolution, 
strive to raise ourselves." Quoted in 
ROOSEVELT'S RE LIGION, C. F. Reisner. 

Gugl ielmo Ferrero : "Christianity 
brought about the most audacious, the 
most original, the grandest spiritual revo
lulion the world has ever seen. The su
preme object in life is the moral and 
religious perfection of the individual; . . . 
Man has only one real 1\'Iaster,- God; if 
he serves well that one and supreme Mas
ter, if he meets His love and praise, the 
rest does not count .... It was this new con
ception of life by which Christianity revo
lutionized the intellectual a nd moral foun-

elat ions of the ancient civilization from the 
top to the bottom and which triumphed 
f inally over the awful disasters of the 
third century and produced a supreme re
action against disorder." THE RUINS OF 
ANCIENT CIVILIZATION AND THE 
TRIUl\IPHS OF CHRIS'l'fANITY. 

J ames Russell Lowell : "The worst kind 
of religion is no relig ion at aJI, and t hese 
men Jiving in ease a nd luxury, indulging 
themseh·es in the amusement of going 
without reHgion, may be thankful that 
they Ji\·e in lands where the gospel they 
neglect has tamed the beastl iness and 
ferocity of the men who, but for Chris
tiani ty, might long ago have eaten their 
carcasses like t he South Sea Islanders, or 
cut ofi their heads and tanned their hides 
like t he monsters of the French Re,·olu
t ion. When the microscopic search of skep
ticism, which had hunted the heaYens and 
sounded the seas to dispro,·e t he existence 
of a Creator, has turned ils attention to 
human society and has found a place on 
t his planet ten miles square .. . where 
t ho gospel of Christ has not gone and 
cleared the way and laid the foundation 
and made decency and security possible, 
i t will t hen be in order for the skeplical 
Iiberati to move thither and then Yentilate 
their views. But so long as these men are 
dependent upon religion which they discard 
for every privilege they enjoy, they may 
well hesitate a li ttle before they seek to 
rob lhe Christian of his hope, and hu
manity of its failh, in the SaYiour who 
alone gh·es to man that hope of life eter-

nal which make life tolerable and society 
possible, and robs dealh of its terrors 
and the graYe of ils g loom." THE DEATH
LESS BOOK, David G. Mears. pp. 296-
297. 
4542 Ledge Ave., N , Hollywood, CA 91602 
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Central Ohio School for Preachers and Teachers 
1980 Lec tures 

Sunday, October 5 

11 :00 A.M. What is The Faith? 
-}ames 0. Baird 

3:00 P.M. What is a Cha llenge? 
-}ames 0. Baird 

Monday, October 6 

9:00A.M. The 70 A.D. Doctrine 
- Clarence DeLoach, }r. 

10:00 A.M. Ignorance 
- }.0 . Thomas 

11:00 A.M. Modernism 
- Roy Deaver 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Bu ilding 

1:30 P.M. Modernism 
- Roy Deaver 

2:30P.M. Atheism 
-Thomas Warren 

3:30 P.M. Non·Cooperative Spirit 
-}.0 . Thomas 

7:00 P.M. Agnostics 
-Thomas Warren 

"Challenges to The Faith From:" 
October 5-8 

8:00P.M. Emotionalism 
-Clarence DeLoach. Jr. 

Tuesday, October 7 

9:00 A.M. Ritua lism 
- John Waddey 

10:00 A.M. En tertainment Industry 
-Thomas Eaves 

11:00 A.M. Public Educa tion 
-John Waddey 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Textual Perversoons 
- Robert Ta ylor. Jr 

2:30P.M. Phamaosm 
- Rex Turner, Sr 

3:30 P.M. Ma ss Media 
-Thomas Eaves 

7:00P.M. Materialism 
-Rex Turner. Sr. 

8:00P.M. Cultism 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

Reservations for Housing - (61 4) 491-5777 

Wednesday, October 8 

9:00A.M. Denomonatoonal Sporo t 
-James Maxwell 

10:00 A.M. Apathy 
-J. Noel Merideth 

11:00 A.M. lslamism 
- James Maxwell 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Communism 
- P.O. \Vilmeth 

2:30 P.M. Grace vs Law Doctrine 
-Goebel Musoc 

3:30P.M. ··sand Wagon" Sporot 
- J. Noel Merideth 

7:00 P.M. Humano~m 
-Goebel Music 

8:00 P.M . Covol Government 
-P D. Wilmeth 

David Holland 
Director 

Williams Rd. Church of Christ • 1140 Williams Rd. • Columbus, O hio 
11 [539) 



LEWIS N. MOODY 
Lewis N. (Newt) Moody lived 78 years 

and actively preached the gospel for over 
55 of those years. He had no record of 
the number of persons he baptized but it 
would amount to many, many hundreds. 

Soon after their marriage, Newt and 
Mildred moved to Coolidge, Texas, where 
he began his f irst local work. Other local 
works were in Winters, Ozona, Burkbur
nett, Vernon and Sweetwater in Texas 
before they moved to Flint, Michigan. 

Fxom Flint there was a move to Cooke
ville, Tennessee and one to J onesboro, 
Arkansas before they moved back to Te.xas 
and took the local work with brethren 
in Del Rio. From there they moved to 
Altus, Oklahoma and then to the work 
in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. From there 
a shor t move was made to Imboden, Ar
kansas and then to West Plain s, Missouri 
before Ne\vt and Mildred fully retired to 
their home in Portia, Arkansas, where 
Newt died on Sunday, May 25 of this year. 

L. N. Moody preached in gospel meet
ings in many states, including Arkansas, 
~1issouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, California, Illinois, Wy
oming, Michigan, Oklahoma, Texas, Mis
sissippi, Indiana and Virginia. From many 
mission efforts he was able to leave active 
new congregations that still meet. 

Newt and Mildred Moody provided for 
Christians everywhere they l ived an ex
cellent example of marital faithfulness and 
devotion to each other and to their fam ily. 

Memorial services for Brother Moody 
were conducted at the Portia house of 
worship by Gerald Fears, Emmett Smith 
and Robert Davis. Interment was in Oak
lawn Cemetery in Jonesboro, Arkansas.
Emmett Smith, Paragould, AR. 

1980 MID-AMERICA WORKSHOP 
"Best ever " wer e the words most often 

heard at the conclusion of the 2nd annual 
Mid-America Workshop conducted June 
5-7 in I ndianapolis. Those who attended 
were in general agreement that this work
shop was even better than last year's huge 
success. 

Every speech was scriptura l and en
thusiastic. The inspirational theme "Lift
ing Up Jesus" gave each of the 75 dif
ferent classes a biblical basis upon which 
to build. Outstanding keynote messag-es at 
the evening services were delivered by G. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

Located 21/z miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Hil!hland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER. TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avai l· 
able for family re-unions when not in olher 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information. booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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P. Holt, Jack Evans and Nick Young. The 
Indianapolis Convention Center, site for 
the gathering, proved once again to be 
superb in providing facilities for this evan
gelistic endeavor. During the three days 
1,446 people registered. The workshop was 
overseen by the elders of the Westlake 
Church of Christ and directed by Ernest 
Stewart and Mike Mays. 

Church of Christ. It is sure to be even 
bigger and better as this year's Saturday 
night crowd almost universally accepted 
the challenge to make the Mid-America 
Evangelism Workshop a national event in 
bringing 5,000 people to Indianapolis for 
it in 1981. Another exciting theme has 
been chosen : "He Lives Today." Speakers 
topics and other details will be announced 
as they become available. All inquiries 
should be made to : Mid-America Evan
gelism Workshop, Franklin Church of 
Christ, P . 0. Box 188, Franklin, IN 46131. 

Next year's addition will be conducted 
J uly 30-August 1, again at the Indianap
olis Convention Center. It will be direct
ed by Boyd Williams and the Franklin 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $7.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete r evision ·and updaJting of bhe 
the greatest standard work in the Bible 
Dictionary field---..Jffue firSJt in 25 years. 
AND witth the exception of six writers, 
aB the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churches of 
Ohrist. A few al'e Batsell BaiTett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Carroll E11is, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jock Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J . W. Roberts, 
J. D. Thomas, Nor vel Young, and many, 
many athers. 

Every Christian ShouJd Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

--------Clip and mail today! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose$- ----· Please send _______ copies of Smith's 
!'lew Bible Dictiona1·y at 0 $7.95 regular or 0 $8.95 thumb
mdexed, plus 8% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name 

Address 
City ________________________ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 
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PENTECOSTAL PREACHER IN 
MEXICO CONVERTED THROUGH 

RADIO PROGRAM 

Vincente Cipriano, former Pentecos tal 
preacher who became a Chris tian as a 
result of hearing the gospel on "La Bus
queda" (the Herald of Truth radio pro
g ram in Mexico), with his wife, Peti·a, 
and son Elias. 

F ot· over eight years, Vincente Cipriano, 
33, preached for the Pentecostal church in 
Ciapas, southern Mexico, unt il one day 
he heard the gospel on "La Busqueda," 
(The Quest) the Hearld of Truth radio 
program in that country. 

This was his first contact with the 
Church of. Christ in Mexico. In 1977, he 
was bapttzed by brother Manuel H er
nandez (a lso a radio contact ) . 

He established two new congregations 
in 3 years in Union Costa Rica and El 
Recuerdo. 

. To. strengthen his preaching ability, 
Ctpr~ano moved to Torreon early in 1980, 
to attend the School of P reaching in that 
city. Brother Cipriano preaches regula rly 
at t he church in Torreon which meets on 
Francisco I Madero Street. 

In t he few shor t year s he has been 
preaching in Southern Mexico, Vincente 
Cipriano has become well-known and r e
spected by the Christians a nd pr eachers in 
that area. 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/0 

or ntore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3 Yz to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13Yz years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to : 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

BROADWAY CHURCH IN LUBBOCK 
OPENS NEW EDUCATION CENTER 

Sunday, May 4, will mark t he opening 
of the new educationa l plant which was 
financed by a s ingle Sunday contribution. 
Festivities will begin at 8 a.m. with a 
worship serv ice, and a second worship 
service at 10 a.m. 

Ribbon cutting ceremonies will be held 
at 2 p.m., fo llowed by an open house in
spection. The day will mark also the an
nual homecoming Sunday at Broadway. 

The new building features the latest 
ideas in educational anangement a nd 
emphasized the college work done by the 
congregation by dedicating one complete 
floor of t he building to the needs of 
young people. 

STUDENTS WIN SCHOLARSHIPS 

Sear cy, Ark.-Kathy Cannon, daughter 
of Mr. a nd Mrs. Troy Cannon of Sear cy, 
and Monte Cox, r ight, of Newnan, Ga. are 
pictured with Dr. Don Shackelford of the 
Harding Bible Department after receiving 
t he World Evangelism Awards Mission 
Scholarships. The scholarship fund was 
established last year by Harding's visiting 
missionary, Gary Walker. Recipients are 
selected by the dir ector of the missionary, 
Gary Walker. Recipients are selected by 
t he director of the MISSION-PREPARE 
program and the visiting missionary, 
based on evangelistic efforts and leader
ship demonstrated on campus. 

{_.._.. ............ _..._....._.......,_,~ ...................... _...._,..__..._,..__......,.....~ ...................... --.......... ..,..... ...................... ...,.....__......_.... .. i 

~ EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST ~ 
~ 1980 Lectures ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~~THE CHURCH'S FOUNDATION" ~ 
• (Psalm 11 :3) ~ 

~ ~ 
~ November 7-9, 1980 ~ 
~ FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 ~ 
~ 7:30 P.M. "The Autonomy of the 9:30 A.M. "Women and the Church" ~ 
1 Church" -Foy Smith l 
~ -Garland Elkins ~ 
[ SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 10:30 A.M. "Virgin Birth of Christ and ~-
l the Church" 
~ 9:30 A.M. "Loosing Where God Has -Alan Highers ~ 
~ Not Loosed" ~ 
t -Garland Elkins 2:00 P.M. "The Place of the Old ~ 
l 10:30 A.M. " Perfectionism in the Testament in the ChurCch"d r 
~ Church" -Hugo Me or f 
~ - Bill Hamrick 1 

·1 11:30 A.M. " Binding Where God Has 3
=
00 P.M. " Fellowship" T B. h I 

• Not Bound" - om ng 1 1 
~ -Alan Highers r 
[ 4 :00 P.M. "The Church and Young l 
f 2:00 P.M. "The Church is Not a People" .~ 

1 Denomination" - Foy Smitl1 
~ -Johnny Ramsey ~ 
r 3:00 P.M. "Un ity In Diversity" 7:30 P.M. " Psalm 11 :3" I 
{ - Tom Bright -Hugo McCord ~ 

1 4:00 P.M. "The Restoration \ 
l Movement" DAVID P. BROWN I 
~ -Alan Highers ~ 
~ 7:00 P.M. "Church Growth" Director \ 
~ -Johnny Ramsey • 

I Reservations for Housing-Contact Charlotle Morgan-(918) 6B2-6382 ~ 
I Eastside Church ol Christ-2141 Kingston-Muskogee, Oklahoma 74401 I 

L~·-·--·--~-----·~~::e~~~~=e_::::..~.:~::.-..-..-..-.~·.-·--~~ 
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"CONSCIENCE" AGAIN 
(Continued from page 6) 

Another question that needs to be con
sidered: Is conscience the product of . ·a 
new revelation? Just because one believes 
a matter to be right and his conscience as
sures him that it is so, does it mean he 
has received a revelation from God that 
guarantees the accuracy of that decision? 
The only revelation he is going to receive 
is from the Bible, is it not-therefore, 
anything though conscientiously pursued 
that's against the instruction of the word 
of God must automatically be wrong. 

Further, this passage speaks of a "good" 
conscienc~what's involved in that? 
Would it not be the very opposite of a 
bad conscience? How does one become 
morally bad? If the conscience prompts 
you to take an action that's foreign to the 
Scriptures, or if a conscience that's prop
erly educated calls for an action never 
fulfilled, is it a good conscience? En
lightenment and follow-through go with 
a good conscience, do they not? 

How can a conscience be changed? Two 
ways immediately pop into the mind
one, it can be changed by searing. The hot 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

14 [542] 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

iron can so often be applied to conscience 
that it finalJy scars it until one no longer 
feels. The Indians described conscience as 
a little wheel with three point~when it 
turns, it cuts. But it can keep turning so 
often in the same spot that it finally 
wears those points . smooth and one no 
longer feels it turning. Conscience can also 
be changed by proper education. When 
that occurs, a greater moral action will 
be forthcoming. 

Aren't you glad the Lord gives you a 
good mind, and aren't you glad you can 
train it within the scope of God's eternal 
truth. 
1100 Belvedere Dr., NashvilJe, TN 37204 

THE CROSS IN CHRISTIAN 
LIVING (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 
power for maintaining the proper hopeful 
attitude in the midst of the pressures of 
life. 

Lest anyone think, however, that God's 
love is not capable of that or lest he not 
be assured of it, Paul explains by com
parison how great that love really is (5: 
6-8). He then writes: "Much more then, 
having now been justified by his blood, 
shall we be saved from wrath through 
him." 

The cross of Christ teaches us that, 
through the power of the divine love 
that it demonstrates, we may fix our hope 
in ultimate salvation and thereby be em
powered to endure all the pressures of 
earthly existence. 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products for the ThriftY 
Congregation or Christian School 

Ple81Se write or call for free catalog. 
The WILSON Co. 

P. 0. Bx 8300 Ed Wilson 
Waco. Texas '16'110 (81'1) '1'12-11~ 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 

SECOND ANNUAL 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 

19 
SUN 

7 
14 
21 
28 

1635 South Pueblo Blvd., Pueblo, Colorado 81005 

MOrt fU( 

1 2 
8 9 
15 16 

22 23 
29 30 

JUNE 81 
WEC T'iU rR• ~AT 

1~ ~ 1i 1b 
17 1 20 
24 25 26 17 

SPONSOR: 

Southwest 
Church of Christ 

(303) 564-3873 

School Teachers Wanted 
FIRST .GRADE 

To Work in the Growing Christian School Ministry 
Details: Los Angele$ Area 

First Grade 
Small Classes 
Christian Family Working Conditions 
Base Pay $759./Month Plus Benefits 

Qualifications: Active Church of Christ Membership 
Love Children 
Credential or Previous Experience 

Sonrise Christian School 
3510 Baldwin Park Blvd., Baldwin Park, Ca. 

Phone (213) 960-2316 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
L&KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch tor 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASKA-7-'-.;;.._;;...;.....-=A-=N::-::C:::HORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, CollforDia 94580 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
No=R=T=H==w=E=s==T=--"c==H~u=R-=c=H~o~F::---:::c==H==R==I==s=T~. -=1-=5::-:65=-=5~15=:-:-th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R;;"EL;:;:;-~IG=:I:-:0:-:U:":"S=-=B-=o~O:-:K::-::S::--:.BOUGH.~T;;-.~W;;-ay-n-e--::S;-;-te-p.hens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Monterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. Fandlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
------~T=DKEISOFTHE:ESSENC=E~-----
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
organize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR 72143. 
AUTOS FOR SALE. The following vehicles are 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.50: Cars
$48.00: Trucks-$89.00. Call for information (602) 
941-8025, Ext. 566. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.; Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print;.. 
fng Service, P.O. Box 1'110, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Chnrch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone '114-6'19-1010. 
YU1UA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'150 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A. ve .. 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mort. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'10-4050. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available--17 years of preaching experience, 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 45 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Ji'reeman, 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891. 
Preacher needed:.:: ;..;:Con=--gr-e_g_a-:-:ti~o-n-i"'"n-a-:b~e-a-u....,.t""'if:-u-=-1-m-oun-
tain town (50 miles east of Sncramento) needs 
full-time preacher to work with congregation in 
fast-growing El Dorado County, With new building 
can pay $1200 a month. Contact Dick Crow (916-
622-3540) or David Hooper (915-644-2645) or write 
Central Church of Christ, 3120 Missouri Flat Road, 
Placerville, Calif. 95667. 
BREWER-;-MAINE=24--:-l-C-=e-n-=-te-r--::S:-:-t-.,-V=-=.F=-· .-::::W:-=-.--=H=-a-=-=ll. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Want To Buy: Used-Religious Book"B.'"BobJackson
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Minister available~age 3~married;-three chifdren. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
n.nd college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 PRlo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 7884:..:0:..:.'--==--=-=c:---:-:C"!"-=-:' 
Preacher available: ~ntact Tom Tindell. (405) 
566-2423 or (405) 341-5162. Boswell, Ok. 
AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
832-5624. 
HELP NEEDED, write, Teach A Prisoner, contact 
Joyce M. Davis. 427 W. River N, Elyirn, Ohio 44035, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit, Mich. 48216. 
Minister" needed-by Pecan Park Church~o-'::f,...-::C::-h-ri:-s-:-t, 
Hnuston Texas who can snPa'< Spnnlsh anfl En
glish languages fluently. Needed immediately to 
work in area where 60% Spanish speaking people. 
Please call Louie A. Nowlin, Sr., 713-649-1202 
Office, 713-331-!l629 Home. Carl Kavlor 713-926-2812. 

TEACHERS NEEDED. 
Math-must be certified in secondary math. Boys' 
P. E. and Coach. Must be active member of the 
church of Christ. Contact Les Wheeler, Corpus 
Christi Christian School, 3101 McArdle, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 78415. 

PRESCOTT~V~A~L~L~E=Y~.-=-A~R~I=zo=N~A-----
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home. 
eveningR). CENTURY 21. PRESCOTT VALLEY 
RF.AT.TV. P.O. ROX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312, 
CHURCH BUSEs-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dalla'S>, TX 
75216 (214) 3'11-5049. 
ACCREDlTEOCHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 12 gra<les, 
seeks qualified chief administrator. Contact Nelson 
Slater. (214) 330-8363, 3816 Treeline Dr., Dallas, 
Tx. 75224. 
Group of 40 (own building) in community of 
200,000 neecls full-time minister with full support. 
A mission work in SE Florida, \Vrite: \Vm. Mc
Daniel. Church of Christ, 620 Bluebird Dr., Delray 
Beach, FI, 3344-1. 
Au hu rn Ch...::u:..:::rc~h.:...;.:o~f-C-=:-h-:ri~st-=--=i-s -:i;-n-n-ee<-;-1 -o--;f;--a_p_r_e_a_c.-h~er~. 
Prefer mature 11reacher with pulpit and personal 
work experience. This area has ~rr·eat potential in 
n rapid ~trowinJ.! community, Contact one of the 
following: L. Riley-916-885-3063. J. Taylor-916-
269-1284 or P. B. Hoskins-916-823-8062. Send all 
correspondence to: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 571, 
Auburn. CA 95603. 
Seeking a Christian man or couple to serve as 
custodians for the Windsor Park Church of ChriRt, 
4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78411. 
Prefer someone who Is on a pension or some aildi
tional source of income. Write in care of Ken 
Mayfield. 

Experienced preacher available, semiretired; 85 yrs. 
in local & foreign work: experience in teaching; 
radio; t.v.; editing; writing; off-set printing_ and 
other abilities. Contact: Preacher; 8316 LaPanto 
Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75217-ph. 214-388-1131;..:.'--:---:-
Preacher available for a congregation that desires 
to hear & follow the gospel. Please, no liberal 
congregations. I have been preaching since 1975 
and hn.ve a 20-year background in Radio & TV. 
I am a graduate of Preston Road School of Preach
Ing. Coming out of a denomination, I understand 
the urgency of the Truth. Age, 42; Married, 3 
children. Will locate where needed. Contact: Doug 
Carter, Box 1177, Tahoka, Tex. 79373. Ph. 806/ 
998-4060. 
Crossroads Christian School is in need of a high 
school teacher with a particular emphasis in Science 
nnd/or Math. Ah1ha/Omega curriculum. Send 
resume to: Bob Bickle, Crossroads Christian School, 
620 Oregon Way, Longview, Wa. 98632. 
Wanted: A congregation in whi-"'ch~I:::....:.c-'a:....n--:-do--:,::-:,f:-re-e-::." 
work as a preacher while supporting self and family 
by physical work of self and wife-jobs arranged 
by members wanting my spiritual work, After 24 
years of mission work in Africa, we reluctantly 
returned because of the Communist take-over in 
Rhodesia, and for our daughter to enroll in ACU. 
We would prefer to work in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Missouri or Tennessee. If interested in 
resume or recommendation, call 602-428-3494. Write 
J. Brown, 425 Central Ave., Safford, Az. 85646. 

PREACHER WANTED: The Church of Christ. 35th 
and Macdonald A venue, Richmond, California is 
in need of a full-time preacher. Interested parties 
please contact F~>rrel England at 5733 Olinda Road, 
El Sobrante, California, 94803 or call (415) 223-
6656. 
NEEDED-Fulltime person to work aggressive pro
gram of evangelism. Retired man preferred. Other
wise full support necessary. Send resume and 
reference to Mid Hudson Church of Christ. 112 
Montgomery Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601. 

CUSHIONED THEATER SEATS FOR SALE 
ALL OR ANY PART OF 500 

MacARTHUR PARK CHURCH OF CHRIST. 1907 
N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78217. Phone: 
512-824-7301. 
FOR SALE-48 17% foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 

INVESTIGATE! Tbe Firm FoundatloD 
trlea to screen adverttRinJP:, and will not 
kDowlnJP:IY toke questloanblP odvertlslu.,;. 
Bat It Is the reader's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, Wf' some
times unwtttlngl7 run on unworth7 ad. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest. 
lnvestiJP:nte I 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cap
tes ncn accepted. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 51:_2/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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At()CC 

rr~tt; S~irit \lf ~ · ~mefl! 
gro~ Stronger 

As Oklahoma Christian College grows in 
enrollment and in facilities, its academic 
programs provide an enriching experience 
for many students. 

OCC's mission of cultivating the best in 
each student.. .. in career preparation .... 
leadership development.. .. and spiritual 
commitment.. .. continues to be paramount. 

This winning combination is ref lec-
ted by three of OCC's alumni who 
were recently elected president of 
their respective classes at the 
University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center School of 
Medicine. The College's Science 
Division which is modern, well
equipped and staffed by out
standing professors, gives 
students a solid aca-
demic background. 
The day-to-day 
experiences in a 
Christian environment 
have a significant im
pact on aspiring 
doctors, nurses, 
science teachers, 
chemists and others 
who pursue science 
related careers. 

Yes, the spirit of 
achievement is grow
ing strong at 
Oklahoma Christian 
College. 

OCC Alumni who are Presidents of their respective classes at the Oklahoma University 
University Health Sciences Center School of Medicine includes Duffy Holloway, 1979 grad
uate and president of the freshman class, David Vanhooser, 1977 graduate and president 
of the sophomore class, and Don Haslam, 1966 graduate and president of the senior class. 

()Jdahoma 
!2!!A~}o~!a!!!l College 
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A PART O F THE C ROWD t hat attende d the week-long Gospel_ Meeting 
in Lae , New G uin ea. The attend ance peaked at 2, I 00 with an average 
attendance of over I ,500 per night . Shock waves were felt across the town 
and great newspaper coverage resulted. Great avenues for the gospel were 
opened up. The Campa ign was the first of its type in Now Guinea. The 

address of the church is Box 257, La e, New G uinea. 
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In His Image 

The simple statement is made, early in the creation 
story, that God made man in his own image-created 
him in that image. We take the statement for granted 
without often pausing to consider just how man was 
created in God's image. 

The expression could not signify that man was 
created with the physical features of God, for God is 
Spirit, and man is material. Man was not created in the 
image of God in the sense of being omnipotent, omni
present or omniscient. He was never as illimitable or 
unrestricted as was Jehovah. Many of the attributes 
and powers of God man never did nor ever will 
possess. 

How, then, was man made in the "image" of God? 
Created man intimately knew the Creator. He under
stood truth and right. He "walked and talked with God 
in the cool of the evening as a man might walk and 
talk with his friend." He was imaged after his Maker 
in that he had the capacity to discern falsehood and 
truth. He knew God's will for what it was. He had in 
his heart respect for the word, way and will of his 
Maker. He lived, in the garden, a life wholly under the 
influence and guidance of the Divine mind. He was, as 
created, the will of God walking. 

John Calvin made the tragic mistake of thinking 
that the image of God was completely shattered when 
Adam fell, and that the experience of the fall was so 
totally devastating that created man was left-along 
with all his posterity-totally depraved. In this state 
it was humanly impossible for man to reflect any of 
the image of God in which he was created; and that 
whatever capacity he might have, even through Christ, 
had to be worked in him, miraculously by God himself. 

While the fall of man was tragic, and the conse
quence far reaching, it is not true that the image in 
which he was created was so completely shattered it 
could not any longer exist. He still possessed the ability 
to discern right from wrong. He still could love his 
neighbor, and could do good to those who despitefully 
use him. If he were totally depraved the preaching of 
Jesus to him in such a condition was totally meaning
less. 

The fall did not impair man's ability to reason nor 
destroy his desire to worship. If so, then where did 
Abel's sacrifice come from? If CaJvin's views were 
right, then the world would have been left completely 
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without a witness to the very existence of God from 
Adam at least until Jesus. If the link were completely 
shattered, and man was a wandering star, consigned 
to the blackness of unrelatedness with God, then where 
did the Old Testament come from? 

The fact is, that man was then and is now in the 
image of God. He never lost the capacity to respond 
to God, even though separated from God because of 
his rebellion. His sacrifices throughout the Patriar
chal age, and his submission to ten commandment law 
in the Mosiac age demonstrates the fact that his 
"image" was never totally shattered. He retained his 
capacity to know the difference between right and 
wrong, the ability to recognize the law of the Lord, 
and even to correct his wayward ways through re
pentance. Although dimmed and obscured by rebellion, 
the image was still visible. When that image was 
brought out of obscurity in the new Birth, and Christ
likeness reappeared in redeemed men, the image dimmed 
in Adam was restore to full beauty in Christ. 

Calvin's contention that the fall destroyed the moral 
image of God in man leaving him only with a vague 
knowledge of God's existence, does not square with 
what we know about Old Testament history. Where 
did Enoch, Noah, Abram, David and Daniel get what 
they had if the image in which God made man were 
totally annihilated? Did they bootstrap themselves in
to Divine favor by works? 

Both Luther and Calvin taught that the human will 
was totally and completely corrupted as a result of 
the fall, and remains so until this day. Thus whatever 
is done by which man is brought back into the favor 
of God is done by God. Man is completely passive in 
the process. If God completely paralyzed man's ra
tional powers as punishment for sin, then of course 
Luther and Calvin are right. But the prolific evidence 
than II?.an in all ages has exercised rationality, and 
that in the interest of righteousness oftentimes, belies 
the Calvinistic doctrine. Why was a Revelation di
rected to him at· all if his rationalistic powers were 
totally polluted by the fall? 
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The Unsung Hero 
R. MICHAEL GOFF 

Caleb is one of the most inspiring characters in the Bible. Yet 
I have heard few sermons about him. This article will set forth 
some of the admirable characteristics of this unsung hero. 

Caleb Believed While Others Doubted 

Numbers 13 and 14 is one of the saddest sections in the Bible. 
Moses had led the Israelites from Egyptian bondage to the edge 
of the Promised Land. God said, "Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I give to the people of Israel ... " As far as 
God was concerned, the land was theirs. All they had to do was 
go take it. 

Moses told the twelve spies, "Be of good courage, and bring 
some of the fruit of the land." They didn't have any trouble 
getting the fruit, but they did have trouble mustering the 
necessary courage. After forty days in the land, ten of the 
twelve spies reported " ... people who dwell in the land are 
strong, and the cities are fortified and very large ... " 

Joshua and Caleb were the only positive ones. Caleb quieted 
the people and said, "Let us go up at once, and occupy it; for 
we are well able to overcome it." The others persuaded the 
people it couldn't be done when they said," ... we seemed to our
selves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them." 

Joshua and Caleb tried to appeal to the people's faith in the 
power of God, but the congregation threatened to stone them 
to death. 

That evil report cost the people forty years of nomadic wan
dering in the wilderness. 

The grasshopper complex is still hindering the advancement 
of the Lor.d's people. Statements like, "We are too small," or 
"We don't have the power and influence of other religious 
groups" sounds too much like the faithless spies. 

What was it about Caleb that caused him to believe while 
most others doubted? The difference was this-he was looking 
to God, while they were looking to themselves. That can be 
a key in our lives too. 

Caleb remained Faithful Even When the Going Was Rough 

Have you ever considered that Caleb had to wander in the 
wilderness for forty years even though he hadn't sinned? He 
could have become bitter as a result of the suffering he experi
enced. He could have complained, "This isn't fair. God has 
cheated me. I thought if I was faithful to the Lord, I would 
have it made." But as far as we know, he never complained. 

It's easy to serve God when things are going right. It's easy 
to be a Christian when you are healthy, when you are advancing 
in your job, when your family is stable, and when everybody is 
excited at church because of the records being set. But how 
about when things turn sour? Someone has said, "The Christian 
life isn't a hundred yard dash, but a marathon." Too many 
start out like a champion only to fizzle when it gets hard. 

Joshua, his faithful partner, became Israel's leader after 
Moses died. Caleb could have become jealous because he wasn't 
chosen. After all, he was as faithful as Joshua. But there isn't 
any indication that he felt that way. On the other hand, men 
have split churches because they weren't chosen as elders when 
they thought they should have been. I knew a man who was 
going to "quit the church" because nobody came to visit him 
when he had a contagious disease. Of course, he never visited 
the sick. 

Caleb Didn't Retire From the Lord's Service 

We read about Caleb again in the fourteenth chapter of 
Joshua. In this context the Israelites have completed their forty 
years of wandering in the wilderness, and they are accom
plishing now what they should have done a generation earlier. 
As they are conquering chunks of the Promised Land, Caleb, 
now a senior citizen, wants to do his part. 

Caleb approached Joshua and said " ... I am this day eighty
five years old. I am still as strong to this day as I was in the 
day that Moses sent me; my strength is now as my strength 
was then, for war, and for going and coming. So now give me 
this hill country of which the Lord spoke on that day; for 
you heard on that day how the Anakim was there, with great 
fortified cities; it may be that the Lord will be with me, and 
I shall drive them out as the Lord said." 

Caleb is a model for us to keep serving the Lord in our 
senior years. Joe Barnett in his tract "I'm Getting Old" points 
out that some have made their greatest accomplishments in 
their later years. Webster was seventy when he produced his 
dictionary. Benjamin Franklin helped frame the United States 
Constitution when he was eighty. Konrad Adenauer became 
West Germany's Chancellor at sixty-nine and was active until 
his death at ninety-one. Winston Churchill didn't reach his 
peak of leadership until after he was sixty-five. 

Caleb not only wanted in on the action; but he also wanted 
the hard task-"Give me the hill country!" The chapter ends by 
saying, "And the land had rest from war." Old Caleb tamed 
the frontier. 

Caleb Was Obedient to the Lord 

Caleb said of himself, " ... I wholly followed the Lord my God" 
(Josh. 14:8). That was really the secret of his life. Much later 
in Israel's history Isaiah said that God "gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall, but 
those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary; they will walk and not be faint" (lsa. 40:29-31). 

This is the secret to our lives too. Without the proper rela
tionship with God nothing else really matters. "Fear God, and 
keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man" 
(Ecc. 12 :13). Jesus asked on one occasion, "For what will it 
profit a man, if he gains the whole world and loses his own 
soul?" 

We Need Some Calebs Today 

We could use some more people like this unsung hero of long 
ago. We need people who can continue to believe in God and 
express that faith, even if the majority doubts. 

The church needs people who will remain faithful when the 
going is rough. Even when they feel cheated, or when they are 
over-looked for recognition. 

God wants more people who refuse to retire from the Lord's 
service in the senior years. The Lord desires people who have 
faith and courage to tackle the big challenge. 

And we need people who, when they come to the end of their 
lives can say, "I wholly followed the Lord my God." 

How about you? 

3737 W. Big Beaver Rd., Troy, MI 48084 
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Israel and Non-Israel Today 
JAMES D. BALES 

It is sometimes said that there are no Jews and Gentiles 
today because the law has been abolished. Jew and Gentile are 
one in Christ. It is true that the law of Moses has been abolished 
and there are two different places w~ere the old Jew a~d the 
old Gentile are one, although not in the same senses m t~e 
different places. Those who have accepted Christ are one m 
Christ and those who have not accepted Christ are one in that 
they share the distinction of being non-covenant people regard
less of their racial background. 

Is there as definitely an Israelite and a non-Israelite today 
as there was when the law of Moses was in force? Yes. 

Covenant People 

What was the Old Testament basis for the existence of Jew 
and Gentile? The fact that the covenant existed and the Jews 
were God's covenant people and the Gentiles were not. Is there 
a similar division between people tod~y? Yes, there are those 
who have accepted the covenant and are Abraham's seed and 
those who have not accepted the covenant and who are not 
Abraham's seed (Gal. 3:29). The covenant of Christ is no more 
co-extensive with the people of the world than was the old 
covenant. The world (the non-covenant people) and God's people 
existed then as surely the world (the non-covenant people) and 
God's people exist today. The covenants are different but the 
covenant is the line bet~en God's people and the people of 
the world. The kingdom of darkness exists in contrast with the 
kingdom of God's Son (Col. 1:13). The gospel is preached to the 
world but the world is not in the covenant. 

Circumcised People 

From Abraham's day until today there has existed a cir
cumcised people who are in covenant relationship with God 
and an uncircumcised people who are not in covenant relation
ship with God (Gen. 17:14; John 7:22; Rom. 2:28-29; Col. 2: 
11-15). Christians are the circumcised people today. Those 
who have just the circumcision in the flesh are the concision. 
(Phil 3 :2-7). 

Israel Of God 

The church is the Israel of God. The Israel of God in Gal. 
6:14-16 cannot be literal Israel for she does not walk according 
to the rule of faith working through love. She has been cut off 
because of unbelief. (Rom. 11 :20-23). The ones who walk by 
the new covenant are the ones with whom the new covenant is 
made, and this new covenant teaches that what avails is not 
circumcision of the flesh or uncircumcision (whether you are a 
physical Jew or physical Gentile) but faith working through 
love. In fulfillment of his prophecy, Go.d has made his new 
covenant with Judah and with Israel (Heb. 8 :8-9). The house 
of Israel on whose heart Christ's law is written is spiritual 
Israel. (Heb. 8:10). The physical Jew and the physical Gentile, 
who have not obeyed the gospel, do not have the new covenant 
law written on their hearts (Heb. 8 :10; Matt. 28 :20). Only those 
who are in Christ make up God's commonwealth of Israel today 
(Eph. 2:12, 19, 15, 16). Only these have come unto Mount Zion 
and are of the free or heavenly Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26, 31; Heb. 
12 :22). The apostles rule over the spiritual twelve tribes of 
Israel (Matt. 19:28). They do not rule over those who are with
out. No wonder Paul said, "For what have I to do with judging 
them that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within?" 
(1 Cor. 5:12). 
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Kingdom 
A kingdom-people and a non-kingdom-people exist today as 

they did in Old Testament times. The kingdom was taken from 
Israel and given to the new spiritual nation (Matt. 21:43; Col. 
1:13-14). It was first given to the apostles and the little flock 
(Luke 12 :32; 22 :28-30). The apostles rule with Christ in this 
kingdom (Matt. 19:28). This kingdom is the kingdom of God's 
Son and it does not include the kingdom of darkness (Col. 1:13). 

Vineyard 
The husbandmen who worked God's vineyard while the law of 

Moses was in force were unfaithful, and God brought them 
into judgment and "let out the vineyard unto other husbandmen, 
who shall render him the fruits in their seasons" (Matt. 21:33-
41). The vineyard is but another way of speaking of the king
dom (Matt 21:41-43). There is still the difference, as was then, 
that God has a vineyard but it is not the vineyard of this 
world. 

These things illustrate the fact that the abolition of the old 
covenant did not abolish the existence of the true Israelite 
and the non-Israelite. 

We decide whether or not we shall be of the people of God 
or whether we shall be outside of the covenant. If we accept 
Christ, we must accept him in his ordained way; and when 
we do, we come into his covenant, into his kingdom, where we 
are under the new-covenant rule of Christ and his apostles 
(Matt. 19:28). Spiritual Israel is entered by the door of faith 
in contrast with the door of flesh which was the door into 
physical Israel. The door of flesh has long been closed, and 
the door of faith opened with the beginning of the new covenant. 

Searcy, Arkansas 

Think Before You Speak 
STEPHEN CLARK GOAD 

Solomon said, "Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? 
There is more hope for a fool than for him." There is perhaps 
no more universally accepted axiom and yet more disregarded 
than the one, "Think before you speak." A quick talker who 
must speak without thinking is a hopeless case unless he re
forms. 

There are times when words must be said immediately. It 
would· be very difficult to go to the store or carry on other 
normal routines if we had to weigh every single word with 
exact precision. However, most of the time one can wait and 
contemplate or think through the impact of what .he desires 
to utter. 

Harsh words, spoken in the heat of emotion, can inflict tre
mendous harm. Words spoken without the proper knowledge can 
be embarrassing for the speaker and cause those who are within 
listening range to lose their . respect for and trust in the 
one speaking. One cannot speak authoritatively on a given 
subject unless he is an authority. 

James put it bluntly: "Let every one be quick to hea:.;, slow to 
speak." Could this be why God gave us two ears and only one 
mouth? A hasty and ill prepared speaker consults no one, nor 
does he give much thought to what he says. He is arrogantly 
under the notion that what he speaks will be profound. Such 
a one is almost impossible to change. And yet . . . 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48506 
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Sermon Material-

Things That God Hates 
~OHN WADDEY 

All have heard numerous sermons on the love of God. Surely 
there is no grander more thrilling theme. But have you ever 
heard a lesson on the hatred of God? Contrary to popular no
tion, God does have such negative emotions. To fully know and 
appreciate the personality of God we should note some of those 
things he hates. 

God loves righteousness but hates iniquity (Heb. 1:9). 
Righteousness is right doing. Iniquity is sin, or the perversion 
of right. Iniquity thwarts God's plans and purposes for man. 
It ruins the soul made in the image of God. It robs God's chil
dren of heaven's reward (Matt. 7 :21-23). God loves sinners but 
he hates their iniquitous ways. 

God hates false religion. "Thou hatest the works of the 
Nicolaitanes which I also hate (Rev. 2 :6). Truth makes men free 
(John 8:32). Error and falsehood enslave and bring men to 
hell (Hos. 4:6; Prov. 16:25). Like God, we should hate and 
abhor the false systems that lead men away from God. When 
the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch (Matt 15:14). 
Some folks view the world religions such as Buddhism, Hindu
ism and Islam and praise their beauty. But how can that which 
is deadly and destructive be truly beautiful? Denominationalism 
is not just a harmless variety of true Christianity. It is a plant 
which the Father hath not planted, which he will root up (Matt. 
15:13). Those who pursue God through the medium of human 
traditions do so in vain (Matt. 15:9). Like David, we too should 
hate every false way (Ps. 119 :104). 

Solomon gives a divine catalogue of things which God hates 
in Proverbs 6:16-17). 

A. Haughty eyes. This suggests the proud, arrogant soul 
whose eyes reflect contempt for his fellow man and God's 
righteous law. The "pride of life" is not of the Father but 
of the world (1 John 2:15-16). Christians must put away 
pride and arrogance. 

B. A lying tongue. All liars will have their part in the 
lake of fire (Rev. 21:8). We are tempted to excuse the 
"little" or "harmless" lies so long as we abstain from 
vicious, diabolic lies. Remember all liars will pay the price. 
It is incumbent upon us to "put away falsehood" and speak 
truth if we would please the Master (Eph. 4.25). 

C. Hands that shed innocent blood. He speaks not of 
chickens or pigs. God gave man dominion over the creatures 
(Gen. 1 :28). God hates the shedding of innocent blood. He 
ordained that "Whoso sheddeth man's blood by man shall 
his blood be shed" (Gen 9 :6). Thus, God ordained capital 
punishment for the murderer. God surely hates the as
tounding amount of brutal violence on America's streets. 
He hates the violence of the Communist governments which 
have exterminated millions of dissenters. But he also hates 
the practice of abortion which has snuffed out over 7 
million lives in America since 1973. 

D. A heart that deviseth wicked purposes. God will give 
up those who have a "reprobate mind" (Rom. 1 :28). There 
is a type of heart that is desperately wicked (Jer. 17:9). 
Such individuals are dedicated to wickedness. They scheme, 
plot and plan to do mischievous deeds toward others. Some
times they hide their meanness behind a cloak of pretended 
righteousness. The pure in heart will be blest of God in 
this life and see him in eternity (Matt. 5:8). Not so the 
wicked minded. 

E. Feet swift in running to mischief. There is a marked 
difference between accidentally falling into sin and delib
erately running into it. Willful sin is especially hateful 
to God (Heb. 10:26-27). In fact the willful sinner can ex
pect a fiery judgment. Because God so views deliberate sin 
his children daily pray "lead us not into temptation" 
(Matt. 6:13). 

F. False witnesses. Such are a special variety of liars. 
They are malicious and deadly, We have no way of com
puting the damage done to homes, to society and the church 
because of false witnesses. Under Moses' law the false wit
ness who testified against his neighbor was to be punished 
as "he had thought to .do unto his brother'' (Deut. 19 :19). 
God's children will always speak the truth and lie not (1 
Tim. 2:7). 

G. He that sowetk discord among brethren. If the factious 
man could perceive how God hates division and strife he 
would surely repent of his contentiousness. We see just 
how bad such attitudes and conduct are when we consider 
the works of the flesh of Galatians 5:19-21. Strife, factions, 
divisions, and parties (cliques) he lists along with forni
cation, idolatry and drunkenness. He concludes that no man 
can go to heaven while practicing such things. The road 
to eternity is strewn with lost souls who were destroyed 
by discord in the church. Only the peacemakers are called 
the children of God (Matt. 5:9). 

H. In Malachi 2: 16 we are told that God hates the break
ing up of homes by divorce. Some argue that Jesus' teach
ing in Matthew 19 is too severe. "Modern man cannot be 
expected to have but one marriage for life!" They feel 
that divorce and remarriage only in the case of fornication 
is too limited. Such brethren obviously have never realized 
how God views the sac1·edness of the home. God hates 
putting away and so should we. 

Holy hatred being an attribute of God, then it is fitting that 
they who would be godly share that emotion toward the things 
God hates. While we should hate evil with God, may we never 
be found hating God or his holy law. Moses warns, "He (God) 
will not be slack to him that hateth him. He will repay him 
to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the commandment. • ." 
(Deut. 7 :10-11). 
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The Relationship of Jesus' Miracles to His Teaching 
BOYD WILLIAMS 

The world of two thousand years ago was very different from 
the sophisticated world of today. We live in a world of vast 
knowledge-knowledge that either is, or can be shared by any
one. That was not true during the days when Christ walked 
the earth. Knowledge was the possession of the elite. Only the 
rich were able to obtain very much of it. Universities of higher 
learning were few and far between. If there was a single ex
ception to that generalized condition it was to be found in the 
lives of the Hebrew people. They had long incorporated into 
their system of government and religion a body of teaching 
that was designed to place them among the most educated 
people on earth. They were, as a people, the chosen repository 
for the revelation of God Almighty. What a revelation they 
had in custody! Their revelation came not by man, but by God. 

The religious life of a people is governed by revelation. Reli
gion, or no religion, means revelation, or no revelation. The 
Jewish Priests had long held to the view that for religion 
to be palatable it had to be revealed. That view was not original 
with the Priest, but rather with God. The vehicle for God's revela
tion to the children of Israel was Prophets. The Prophets were 
bold men who would stand unafraid before the people pro
nouncing God's messages. Often the messages were designed 
to bring about radical changes in the life styles of the hearers. 
It was not likely that those changes would be wrought without 
proof of the authenticity of the messenger. Thus, the Hebrew 
writer informs his readers that God spoke to the " ..• prophets 
by divers portions and in divers manners." Albert Barnes in his 
commentary on Hebrews informs us that terms "portions" and 
"manners" mean at various times and in varied ways. So many 
occurences and methods of revelation would demand proof of 
the genuineness of the messenger. The beloved John wrote in 
1 John 4:1, " ••. believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world." It was a necessity and a certainty 
that the Priesthood, as well as the common man, would demand 
proof from anyone who claimed to be from God. The proof 
required of a messenger from God was generally a "sign." 

What is a "sign?" Often the term is used to denote a miracle. 
"The current idea of a miracle is that it is a violation of God's 
laws of nature, and as the laws of nature are the laws of God, 
a miracle would thus signify the violation by God of his own 
laws." A miracle is something wonderful-marvelous. The term 
"sign" is the sole Hebrew termn for what we mean by a miracle. 
There are other terms that are often confused with our idea of 
a miracle. The first such term is "teras" in the Greek or 
"wonder" in the English. It is normally found immediately fol
lowing the word "sign," and was used of any appearance or 
event in which men believed they could see the finger of God." 
The word is used of false Christa and false prophets, who by 
great signs and wonders shall almost deceive the people of God. 
However, the people expected a prophet to display these won· 
ders, and Joel had said that such signs of God's presence would 
accompany the coming of the day of the Lord. 

The Synoptic Gospels commonly uses the term "dunamis" or 
"power'' to denote the Lord's miracles. Due to the fulness of 
the term's meaning it is not easily adapted to our English 
language. It is sometimes translated "mighty works," and some
times "miracles." This term does not fit our definition of 
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miracle, because it is a faculty or capacity for doing anything. 
Those things the Lord accomplished that are classified "duna· 
mis" would be miracles in our lives, but not in the Lord's. He 
had the faculties and capacities to accomplish those things 
due to his divine nature. Thus his works were perfectly natural 
and ordinary to him, and as such were not violations of the 
law of nature. It was no more a "miracle" in him to tum water 
into wine than it is with God, who works this change every 
year. And, John does not call it so, though his word is rendered 
"miracle" in our version. 

The next term in our study is "ergon" in the Greek and 
"work" in the English. This term stands in close relationship 
to our preceding word "dunamis." "Dunamis," when exerted, 
produces an "ergon," or work. Our Lord was penetrated through 
with a higher nature. Thus, the works of Jesus were the "works 
of God." In John's view those works were perfectly natural. 
They were the necessary and direct result of the divine nature. 
John never thought of those works as miraculous, that is, 
wonderful. That God should give his only·begotten Son to save 
the world was wonderful. That such a being should ordinarily 
do works entirely beyond the limits of man's powers did not 
seem to John wonderful, and hence, the simple, but deeply 
significant term by which he characterizes them. 

The one word "sign" is used in the true sense of miracle in 
the New Testament. That word uses the plainest inspired Ian· 
guage to call our attention to the "works of God." The "works" 
were for the purpose of testifying to the authenticity of that 
one who displayed them. John more than any other writer so 
uses the term. It is John that tells us that the people assembled 
at Jerusalem for the Passover believed Jesus "when they saw 
the signs which he did." (John 2:23). 

The preceding thought brings us to the subject of this paper. 
Jesus was the Son of God. He came at a time men were ex
pecting him. His miracles, his works, the products of his 
powers, were the signs that prophecy was in course of fulfill
ment. Our Lord expressly declares that but for his works the 
Jews would have been right in rejecting him. The very nature 
of his works put men under a moral obligation to inquire into 
his claims; and then he sent them to the Scriptures. The miracles 
were not the final proofs of Christ's claims. Too much had been 
said and written by the prophets of the Old Testament about 
the Messiah for miracles to ever have served in that capacity. 
The works of Christ . merely called attention to the One who 
purported to be the fulfillment of the prophecies and lent 
genuineness to his claims. Prophecy is for all time, whereas 
miracles were merely signs of the times. 

When Jesus came teaching, the people asked for a sign. 
When they received the signs they believed. They were honest 
enough to confess, "This is of a truth the prophet that cometh 
into the world." 

Without the signs of his genuineness Jesus would not have 
been accepted. That is exactly the relationship of miracles to 
the teaching of Jesus. John tells us, "Many other signs therefore 
did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book: but these are written that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may 
have life in his name." 

P. 0. Box 188, Franklin, In. 46131 
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Th.e Cross in Christian Living (2) 

(This article continues last week's study 
of what the cross of Christ should mean 
to us in daily Christian living.) 

1 Corinthians 1 :18-2:16 
In what is probably Paul's most extend

ed discussion of the cross of Jesus Christ 
there is simply too much material for us 
to do an adequate job of interpretation in 
such a short space. But it may be noted 
that the Corinthians' problem of division 
discussed in chapters one through four 
was probably due to erroneous views of 
both the message and the messenger of 
God. It is primarily the former that Paul 
seeks to correct in 1:18-21:16 and the 
latter in chapters three and four. 

In my judgment, a probable back
ground to the Corinthians' attitudes is not 
to be sought so much in the Heiienistic
Jewish philosophies of their day (though 
these may have had some influence), as 
in the recognition that these Christians 
were basicaiiy common people, not reaiiy 
different than us today. In becoming dis
ciples of Christ, they had accepted a 
message and a way of life that was foolish 
in the eyes of their pagan neighbors. The 
latter could 'not understand how a man 
crucified like a base criminal could pos
sibly be their Savior and the one after 
whom they should pattern their lives. 

But the Corinthians who had accepted 
this message and lifestyle were probably 
no different than men of every age: they 
were concerned about what their neigh
bors and friends thought of them. In their 
immaturity, they were more influenced 
by the world's thinking and. the world's 
way of doing things than by what they 
reaiiy knew was God's truth. The "wise" 
thing to do was to act as the world would 
and align themselves with certain human 
teachers, saying "I'm Paul's disciple," or 
"I'm Apollos' " etc. Those who recognized 
this "wisdom" were the "spiritual" and 
the "mature"; those who never progressed 
beyond the message of Christ crucified 
were the "natural," the "fleshly," the 
"infants" in Christ. 

In summary, it may be said that the 
Corinthians appear to have been using 
"wisdom" as a standard by which to de
termine who was spiritual and· mature and 
who was natural, carnal, and immature. 
And by "wisdom" they meant "what the 
world thought was wise." The result was 
worldly strife and jealousy and a life
style no different from that of unregen
erated men, as the church disputed and 
divided over which human teacher was 
more worthy of their discipleship. 

Into this fray Paul steps with the 
declaration that they have divided the 
body of Christ. But this is only the symp
tom, not the disease itself. To heal the 
latter, Paul says, in substance, "You're 
right. Wisdom is a measuring stick of 
spiritual maturity. But you don't under
stand what true wisdom is. Far from be-
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ing that which advances beyond the mes
sage of the cross, true wisdom is rooted 
in the cross." Paul therefore reminds them 
that, through the cross of Jesus Christ, 
God has made foolish the wisdom of the 
world. He has acted in a way diametrically 
opposed to worldly thinking, and the Cor
inthians themselves are an example of 
that. Furthermore, that message of Christ 
crucified was what Paul predetermined 
to preach in Corinth. Chapter two closes 
by emphasizing that that wisdom is not 
accessible to man through his own reason
ing, but only through the revelation of 
God's mind by the Spirit. Chapters three 
and four deal more thoroughly with the 
proper understanding of God's messenger. 

Paul has thus redefined wisdom for 
Corinth, and has affirmed that those who 
are actually spiritual and mature are those 
who recognize that true wisdom is rooted 
in the cross of Jesus Christ. And those 
who reject this idea and search for some
thing that seems wise by worldly stan
dards are, in reality, the natural, the 
carnal, and the immature. 

Perhaps more than any other section 
in the New Testament, the opening chap
ters of 1 Corinthians reminds us of the 
centrality of the cross of Christ for daily 
Christian living. If we are to grow into 
real spiritual maturity as the people of 
God, we must never for~et that genuine 
wisdom is firmly and deeply rooted in 
the cross of Christ, and we must never 
allow the thinking and the lifestyle of 
the world to guide us. 

Ephesians 2:11-22; 4:1-6 
The cross of Christ further testifies 

to the essentiality of ·unity among those 
who have come under its influence. There 
is perhaps no greater need today in the 
kingdom of Christ than the need for its 
citizens to dwell together in unity and 
peace. It is my conviction, however, that 
those two worthy goals will never be 
achieved until their relationship with the 
cross of Christ is more fuiiy understood. 

Thus, the seven "ones" of Ephesians 4 
and the whole chapter's discussion of 
unity attain their full significance only 
in the light of Christ's work on Calvary 
as delineated in chapter 2. The power of 
God, Paul tells us in 2:11-22, worked 
through the cross to unite two races of 
people who probably thought they could 

, never unite outside the Mosaic law. But 
when Jesus died at Calvary, he removed 
that very barrier of division and united 
both Jew and Gentile in one body before 
God, reconciling them in a way never 
thought possible. 

What a travesty we make of the cross, 
therefore, when we bicker and quarrel 
among ourselves, not just over brother
hood-wise issues, but within local congre
gations. In light of the cross of our Lord 
and Savior, how can we do anything but 
live with each other in unity, peace, and 

harmony, together with one voice glorify
ing our God and Father? 

Philippians 2:5-11 
As in Romans 5, Paul makes a doctrinal 

statement concerning the cross in order 
to apply it in a practical way to the 
reader's situation. The key appears to 
be verse 5: "Have this mind in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus." "This" finds 
its explication in verses 6 through 8, 
where Paul's main ~oncern appears to be 
the unselfishness and the humble obedi
ence that characterized Christ in his in
carnation and earthly life. These are two 
of the very things that Paul is encour
aging in the Philippians in the first four 
verses of the chapter, the supreme exam
ple of which is Christ himself. He 
unquestionably sacrificed the form of God 
for the form of man. And in that human 
body, he supremely manifested the atti
tude of humble obedience to God's will, 
as he not only died for us, but died the 
humiliating, shameful death of the cross. 

In our daily lives, may the ·cross . of 
Christ teach us unselfishness and humble 
obedience to our Father's will. 

1 John 4:7-12 
This section begins with an admonition 

for the readers to love each other be
cause (1) love is divine in origin and (2) 
love is the sign of genuine rebirth and 
knowledge of God •(4:7). Without it, no 
one can rightfuiiy claim to know God, 
because God is love (4:8). The ground of 
this claim is then laid down in 4:9, 10, viz., 
the gift of God's Son. That gift, intended 
to bring life and forgiveness, demonstrates 
the loving nature of God. John thus fol
lows with, "Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought to love each other as well." If 
we do that, then God, whom we have never 
seen, abides in us and his love is brought 
to full maturity in us. 

Now in 4:10, the phrase "propitiation 
for our sins" has obvious reference to the 
sacrificial death of Jesus, and, once more, 
we find the cross of Christ being used to 
underscore a necessary Christian attitude, 
namely, love. 

This becomes even more striking in the 
context of 1 John, which sees its readers 
as faced with two alternatives and mutual
ly exclusive lifestyles: one characterized 
by light (moral purity), the other by 
darkness (moral wickedness). There ap
pear to have been some among John's 
audience who claimed to have fellowship 
with God, to know God, and to love him, 
but who were living in moral darkness 
and who were hating rather than loving 
their brothers and sisters in Christ. In 
short, they paid lip service to Christianity, 
but their lives were corrupt. They claimed 
a right relationship with God, but their 
relationship with his children was all 
wrong. And as John said, "The one who 
does not love his brother whom he has 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Women's Lib? 
Recently I had a flat tire, so I went to 

Sears to exchange it. I noticed a young 
mechanic who looked on the "dainty" 
side. On the second look I noticed this 
young mechanic was a woman. Now I am 
certain . that some will call me a male 
chauvanist, but be that as it may, there 
was something about that young lady 
dressed in coveralls, with a baseball hat 
on and a monkey wrench in her hand that, 
to my way of thinking, set women back 
a thousand years. 

When God made women, he made them 
very delicate, soft, warm and loveable 
creatures. He intended for them to be help
mates for their husbands. They deserve 
to be pampered, loved, praised and adored. 
They deserve to be treated with the high
est respect. A gentleman is always on 
his best behavior when in the presence 
of a woman because he realizes . that 
women, as God intended for them to be, 
are special. 

Somehow seeing women dressed in men's 
clothes and repairing tires, changes all 
of that. It just ain't right! It is demean
ing, it is undignified, it is desecrating and 
it is unnatural to take these beautiful 
creatures that God made in such a special 
way and tum them into auto mechanics. 

If this trend continues, I really feel 
sorry for my three grandsons. Instead of 
being greeted at the door by a lovely, 
feminine wife, they will probably have to 
go through an arm wrestling match to see 
who cooks the supper that night. Instead 
of listening to their wives tell them about 
the day they had with the children, they 
will probably have to listen to them tell 
how they spent the whole day underneath 
the automobile fixing the drive shaft. In-

GORDON SMITH 

stead oi talking about the new brand of 
perfume they are using they will probably 
discuss the latest brands of chewing to
bacco and how they have learned to hit 
the spittoon from fifteen feet away. In
stead of buying the latest fingernail polish 
for their wives, they will probably have to 
buy them the latest grease remover. Of 
course, their wives might object to this 
because they might feel that grease under 
the finger nails is a sign of equality. 
Instead of complimenting them on how 
pretty they look they will probably have 
to compliment them on how muscular 
their arms have become since they started 
doing their fifty chin-ups a day. This is 
women's lib? God save us from it! 

Seriously, why is it that these. radic~l 
feminists cannot see that equal nghts IS 

one thing, but attempting to make men 
and women the same is something al
together different? In 1 Corinthians the 
eleventh chapter where Paul talks about 
men who wear their hair excessively long 
and women who cut their hair excessively 
short, the point he is establishing is
there is a difference between men and 
women! It has nothing to do with su
periority, inferiority or men and women 
not being equal. It does have to do with 
the God given roles that have been as
signed to men and women. Women were 
intended to be feminine and men were 
intended to be masculine. Any deviation 
from that principle is unnatural. Equal
men and women are; the same-men and 
women are not! Surely, even the most 
radical feminists must, in their hearts, 
know this. 

2201 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden, AI. 5901 

Everything David Could Have Said But-Praise God-Did Notl 
NEIL GALLAGHER 

David got the message. 
He got the message because Nathan 

gave the message with (1) love, (2) tact, 
(8) directness. Nathan also used the de
vice of a story to be sure the message 
communicated, (It's not enough to release 
responsibility by just giving the message. 
We give the message in a way that it 
gets through) 

"Thou art the man, David, Thou art 
the man." 
And David said "I have sinned ... " A 
tough, honest answer. 
He could have said: 

"Don't blame me; blame Bathsheba." 
It's true that Bathsheba should have 

been more careful in sunbathing. It's 
true that women should dress modestly. 

Men are fiery sexual creatures. 
The slit-skirt, tight skirt, and mini

skirt fire up his passions. The Playboy
poses and Penthouse-titles play havoc 
with his emotions. The sight of a wom
an sensuously .dressed (or undressed) 
assaults him with temptation. 

But it's only a temptation. And temp
tation is not sin. Consenting to temp
tation is. 
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The sin was not in seeing her on the 
rooftop; the sin was in summoning her 
to the bedroom. David didn't have to 
summon her. He didn't have to consent 
to sex-sin. The same God who said, 
"My grace is sufficient for thee, be
cause my power is made perfect in in
finity," was alive in David's time. 

David had tumed from God, he knew 
it, and he placed the blame flat on him
self. 

He could have said "I only did it 
once." 

But it takes only one sin to break the 
great big, beating heart of God. A 
heart of pure Love and Trust. 

He trusts us to use our free-wills to 
honor him and help people. It hurts him 
when we use our free-wills-even once 
-to scorn the trust he's given. 

David did not say, "I only did it 
once." Instead he said (in a later con
fession), "Against Thee and Thee only 
have I sinned." 

He could have said: "I couldn't help 
myself." 

That is false-and David apparently 
knew it. We can't shut off the tempta-

I Will Be Second 
ANCIL JENKINS 

One of the most tender and moving 
stories of the Old Testament is the re
lationship of Jonathan and David. King 
Saul looked on David as his rival, his 
enemy, his future successor. His eldest 
son Jonathan, the natural successor, how
ever, saw David as his dearest and 
closest friend. 

When it became evident there was no 
place for him in the court of Saul, David 
fled for his life. While running and hiding 
from Saul, David met Jonathan several 
times. On the occasion of their last meet
ing, Jonathan gave words of encourage
ment to David. He told him Saul would 
not kill him. Jonathan believed in David's 
future. The most noble words of Jonathan 
are, " ... one day you will be king and I 
will be second .... " (1 Samuel28:17 NIV). 

Such an attitude, "I will be second." How 
many people will volunteer for this posi
tion? Such a spirit is so needed in the 
Lord's church. 

Is not this the cause of most of our 
internal problems? How often we hear of 
divisions and troubles because of a clash 
of personalities. Usually the case is that 
several want to lead. Too often a split is 
the result. 

Did you notice what the would-be dis
ciple said as he offered to follow Jesus? 
"Let me first go bury my father .... "Is 
there any wonder Jesus did not encourage 
such a follower? 

This was the case of the church in the 
days of John the apostle. When he wrote 
his epistles he wrote to churches having 
such problems. "I wrote something to the 
church: but Diotrephes, who loves to be 
first would not accept what we say." 

What can we do to find the right atti
tude? 

Realize all cannot be first. Everyone 
being first has never been and will never 
be the way to do the work of the church. 
There must be a leader. To have leaders, 
there must be those willing to let them 
lead and willing to follow. The need in 
the church is not so much a lack of leader
ship as a lack of followshipl 

Second place is important. Without sec
ond place, there could be no first. The 
work is no less important •.. just not as 
prominent. If you are second, accept the 
work you have as worthwhile. 

The reward is the same in either place. 
Reread the commendation of the two 
talent man in Matthew 25. The words of 
praise and the reward were the same for 
the five talent man. 

If you cannot be first ... rejoice that 
you can be second. 
1701 Gold A venue, S.E., Albuquerque, 
N.M. 87106 

tion prestO-but we can move our feet. 
That's why God says, "Run from the 
very presence of evil." 

The godly man or woman does not 
see how close he can get to temptation 
before sinning. He sees how far away 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Our material for this time is presented by Bro. Jack Exum, 
of Royston, Ga. Although it does not deal directly with teach
ing, it does indeed explain what should be the attitude of those 
who teach God's word-that of praise and joy. 

May all teachers especially consider this spiritual quality 
so often absent from our lives; that of praise and rejoicing. 
Paul wrote: "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord" (Philip
pians 3:1). -Leonard Mullens, P. 0. Box 218, Salado, Texas 
76571. 

Feelings 
JACK EXUM 

The most obvious difference in the mind of man and the 
computers that he creates is his emotions we call "feelings." 

Paul writes, "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies (feelings), kindness (feelings'), hum
bleness of mind (feelings), meekness (feelings}, longsuffering 
(feelings) forbearing one another (feelings) and forgiving one 
another (feelings) if any man have a quarrel against any 
(feelings) even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye (feelings) 
and above all these things, put on charity (love-feelings) which 
is the bond of perfectness (words in parenthesis, mine, JHE) 
(Colossians 3:12-14). 

Feelings Are Limited 
Some religious "zealots" allow their feelings to become 

extreme and authoritarian and some of us have reacted to this 
by subduing and denying our feelings to the opposite extreme. 

Many equate quietness with reverence and outward polish 
as inward praise. The old joke, "You can't praise God in here" 
may apply all too well to an average assembly of the saints. 
In doing away with all "shouts of joy," "hallelujah's" and 
verbal "amens" as evident signs of "pentecostalism," our ex
treme silence may become only a counterbalance to their 
extreme noise. Both extremes, when artificial, are empty. 

Feelings-truth 
Feeling good does not make us good. Feeling right does not 

make us right. Truth belongs to God and has been revealed, not 
through feelings but by revelation. Yet on the other hand, there 
is no virtue in not feeling anything. 

Feelings do not precipitate truth, nor confirm truth. A good 
conscience may be misleading (Acts 23:1), and many who 
are lost, "feel right!" Feelings do not lead-they follow. They 
do not act-they re-act. So when truth is known through evi
dence feelings should surround, embrace and accept truth. 

"And they went on their way rejoicing" is recorded again 
and again as an aftermath of conversion. "By grace-through
faith-in-Christ praise God!" We have our chronology right
our theology right-but somewhere along the way we seemed 
to have misplaced our "Doxology." 

When the Eunuch went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8:39), 
this was after the preaching. The rejoicing followed the be
lieving and the obedience to the command of baptism. No one 
rejoices in dying and the burial scene is hardly the place for 
"shouts of joy!" It's the reBUrrection-the beginning of the 
new life. This is where the "Hallelujah Chorus" begins. 

Knowing truth, believing truth, obeying truth brings that 
deep gut feeling (Bowels of mercies) and knows no other way 
of expressing itself than to praise God in every waking moment. 

Spiritual computers - automatic worshippers - praiseless, 

laughless, joyless Christians? That's not us, surely brethren, 
that's not us! 

To the contrary, every believer is a priest of God (1 Peter 2: 
5), dwelling in the temple of God (our bodies, 1 Corinthians 
6: 19-20), offering a complete and unrestrained sacrifice to 
God (Romans 12:1). 

This is our "reasonable service." This is our "spiritual wor
ship" (Romans 12:2). 

Amen! 

Will the Church Ever Be Perfect? 
TEO CLINE 

Most sermons about the church set forth the ideals of the 
church as described in the New Testament. 

Since Christ is the head of the church; ·it has a perfect head. 
Jesus purchased the church with his own blood, therefore the 
forgiveness afforded its members is a complete forgiveness. 
John assures us that if we walk in the light the blood of Christ 
keeps on cleansing us of all our sins. So long as the .church 
preaches the gospel message in its purity, we proclaim a mes
sage which has the power to save every lost soul. 

The church has a perfect standard of faith and doctrine, 
God's inspired word, which furnishes us completely unto all 
good works. God's word also presents a perfect and glorious 
hope for all who continue in the faith. The church therefore 
has a perfect eternal destiny. 

In all of these things the church is indeed perfect. But these 
have to do with the divine side-i.e., the divine plan and pur
pose for the church. When we view the human side, we get a 
far different picture. 

Every local congregation of the Lord's people is composed 
of weak, erring and often sinful human beings. Some are new 
babes in Christ. Some who have ·been Christians for years have 
not grown as they should and are still weak in the faith, im
mature and spiritually dwarfed. 

Even in those congregations which have elders, deacons and 
qualified Bible teachers, there will always be such as those just 
described, not to mention problems continually arising from 
home, work, finances, ill health, and various human relation
ships. These problems may require counseling, special classes, 
group prayer and even church discipline to correct. 

Almost all of the first century congregations had problems. 
Corinth was plagued with just about every kind of problem a 
church can have, and yet, Paul addressed them as "the church 
of God at Corinth, sanctified in Christ Jesus, and called to 
be saints." He was thankful for them and had an abiding love 
for them despite all their glaring problems and weaknesses. 
The church in Jerusalem had many problems even with the 
apostles in their midst. Those problems had to be discussed and 
dealt with, as we find in Acts chapters 5, 6 and 15. Five of 
the seven churches in Asia Minor were rebuked by the Lord 
and were admonished to repent or stand in danger of being 
cut off. 

So long as the church is in the world it will have problems. 
Not until she is received into heavenly glory will she be re
moved from the human and earthly conditions which cause 
problems and prevent absolute perfection. 

In the meantime let each child of God who is serious about 
Attaining that heavenly state of glory dedicate himself to the 
work of faith and labor of love that will help the church be·· 
come more and more like Christ. "And above all things have 
fervent love among yourselves; for love shall cover a multitude 
of sins." 

3849 W. Encanto Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85009 
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A NEW GENERATION OF 
CHRISTIANS 

' 
l\11' 

...-1 

The Restoration Movement in Spain was 
started on December '.1:964. At that time 
there were only six churches. Today we 
already have 30. 

And the most beautiful thing that is 
happening is that a new generation of 
Christians is rising in the country. They 
are the firm hope for the future of the 
church in Spain. 

In a former report I sent you pictures 
of a group of Christian young people who 
met in a place near Mad1;d. 

The enclosed picture shows the three 
youngsters, almost children yet, who had 
just been baptized in the church in Madrid 
by Juan A. Monroy. 

The girl on the left is Charo Martinez. 
She is 15 years old. Her father is a dea
con in the church. 

The boy in the center is Samuel F er
nandez. Samuel is 10 years old and is 
the son of one of our four elders. 

And the girl on the right is Sarah Vira
malay. Sarah's father came from the 
Maurice Island to Madrid about eight 
years ago. Later on he brought his family . 
About four years ago he was appointed 
deacon in the church. 

The three young§ters wer e baptized the 
same day. The three are children of Chris
tian parents and members of the same 
congregation. These children and others 
of about their age represent the new 
generation of Christians that is ri sing 
in the church in Spain and for whom we 
ask the prayers of the Christians in the 
United States. 
Juan A. Monroy, Apartado 2.029. Ma
drid-2 Spain. 

INCL UDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

SHEPARD TO HEAD WEST TEXAs U. 
nmLE DEPAR~IDNT 

Bob Shepard, ins tructor in Bible and 
rlircctor of the campus Church of Christ 
Bible Chair, 113S been nruned as head of 
~:he West Tex<J.s State University Depart
ment of Bible. 

Five campus student centers offer 
about 20 courses in t hf' Department of 
bible in the College of Arts a.nd Sciences. 
Tho five centers include Baptist Student 
Lnion, Church of Ch1;st Bible Chair, 
Episcopcl Student Center, Methodist U1;i .. 
versity Center and F aith Student Centcl'. 

Shepard will serve as head of the Will
son Lecture Series conunittee. The Bible 
department selects a speaker each year. 
Speake1-s' visits are made possibl~ 
through a donation of Mrs. J. M. Willson 
and the late J. M. Willson of Floydada. 

He plans to encourage the improvement 
of cour~ quaUty and also will encourage 
students interested in t he ministry to 
earn bachelor's degrees at WTSU be
cause many seminaries require a Bach
elor of Arts degree. 

Shepard, a 1961 graduate of Plainview 
High School, became interested in campus 
religious activi tie~ at the Bible chair stt 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock. He 
received the Master of Theology deg1·ce in 
1!169 from t he Harding Gradulllte School 
r.f Religion in MemphiG, T enn. 

Before coming to WTGU in 1973, Shep
ard served as campus mirJster at South
eastern Oklahoma State University at 
Durant for four years and at Centra l 
State Univers ity at Edmond, Okla . 

---o---
w. B. West Joins Alabama 

Christian Faculty 
W. B. West, Jr., noted Christian schol

ar and gospel preacher, is one of six new 
additions to the facul ty of Alabama Chris
tian College, Montgomery, Alabama. 

According to E. R. Brannan, president 
of the college, Dr. West will serve as chair
man of the Divis ion of Bible. 

West founded the first g raduate study 
done at George Pepperdine University. He 
started the g raduate program of Bible 
and Religion at Harding Univers ity, and 
with Dr. George Benson, established the 
H arding Graduate School of Religion. In 
addition to his new work with Alab'ama 
Christian College, West will continue to 
serve as g raduate dean of the Alabama 
Christian school of Relig ion, in Mont
gomery, and of Em·opean Christian Col
lege, in Vienna, Austria. 

0 -·-·-a-•-~~-~~-~~-~~-~~-~-.o-a- _a_a_a_a_a_a_a_a_a_a_o_a_a_t, 
f 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texa.s 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 I 

-~-· 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1.000 Chen-y Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

WANTED: 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS! 

Teachers needed for established 
Christian school. grades 3-7 for term 
starting September. 
Immediate need for school adminis
trator/teacher. 
Help Christian education flourish in 
one of the nation's g rowing garden 
spots. 

I 

.. 

REDlAND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
I 7700 S.W. 280th St. 

Homestead, Fl 33030 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E . S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

.. ' New Study Book 
for ladies 

·~ Bible Classes 

·~ 
- "i Applied 
:1 ' Christianity ·' 

by' Katherine Price 

Practical, every day, 
twentieth century con· 
cerns form the basis ol 

this thirteen lesson study book. 
Such themes as Benevolence, How to Treat 

Newcomers, The Fine Art of letter Writing, How 
to Deal With the Elderly, Hospital Work, Secre· 
tarial Work, Home Keeping, and many others 
make this a va luable study book. 

Order from: 
$2.50 Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Per Copy or your favorate book store 

Plus 70¢ Postage & Handling 
Texas Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
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EVERYTIDNG DAVID COULD HAVE 
SAID BUT-PRAISE GOD-DID NOT! 

(Continued from page 8) 
from it be can get. That's bow we help 
ourselves. 

And if we do, accidentally, find our
selves in a tempting situation, we walk 
-or run-away from it. Feelings fol
low behavior. When we behave in a 
strong and godly way, the .feelings of 
strength and godliness follow. 

Satan tempts us, "Go ahead and give 
in . . . might as well . . . you can't 
help yourself. Temptation will still be 
here an hour from now." 

That is false. 
Asking God's help, we resist tempta

tion moment by moment. And we get 
stronger. We ask God's strength for 
each moment. And he supplies. We 
don't worry about five minutes-or five 
years-from now. 

In another place, David rightly said: 
"Whence cometh my help? My help 
cometh from the Lord." 

He could have said: "Nathan •.. you 
don't understand . . • times have 
changed." 

If David had said it, Nathan would 
have said, "When did God change 
them?" David didn't rhapso.dize about 
"having an affair." It was adultery
and he knew it. 

He knew that the sixth, command
ment, like the seventh, eighth, etc. never 
changes. _ 
David could have said many other 

things. Instead, he scrapped them. 
Instead, be said: "Whence cometh my 

help? My help cometh from the Lord." 
. And that's why God said of him, "He 
IS a man after my own heart." 

Church of Christ, 22 Wampanoag Trail, 
East Providence, R.I. 02915 

THE CROSS IN CHRISTIAN LIVING 
(2) 

(Continued from page 7) 
seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen." 

We must remember, then, that we can
not be in right relationship (fellowship) 
with God if we are mistreating our broth
ers and sisters. The cross of Christ calls 
us to a genuine love for each other, for 
only in that way can we truly fellow
ship the God of love who fills that cross 
with meaning for us. 

Undoubtedly, there are other passages 
that relate the cross of Christ to daily 
living as a Christian and there is more 
to be gleaned from those discussed in 
these articles. But I hope that these 
thoughts will stimulate us to more study 
and a deeper appreciation of the cross of 
our Savior. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

lWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

Write or call for information 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535·1801 817/429·1403 

School Teachers Wanted 
FIRST GRADE 

To Work in the Growing Christian School Ministry 
Details: Los Angele$ Area 

First Grade 
Small Classes 
Christian Family Working Conditions 
Base Pay $759./Month Plus Benefits 

Qualifications: Active Church of Christ Membership 
Love Children 
Credential or Previous Experience 

Sonrise Christian School 
3510 Baldwin Park Blvd., Baldwin Park, Ca. 

Phone (213) 960-2316 

enroll b~ /ept .. 8 

fvttlo• lret 

' ... ,,, .... 
lll't.C:tt o-t co.all 

HUGH SHIRA, P.C:-ttcto-t 

/outftern California /cftool 
of 

11WlDffitS@ilfi~1ID 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

$1)95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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BURIALS AT SEA 
by Steve Coffin 

USS MIDWAY-The Uss Midway is back 
home in Yokosuka, Japan after a five 
mont h deployment to the Indian Ocean and 
the Arabian Gulf. It was a difficult de
ployment, with only ten days rest in a port 
during the entire period. Despite the hard 
sailing and the difficult times of our world 
that kept .us out there, extended with the 
Kitty Hawk and t he Nimitz, we who are 
brot hers in Christ flourish together in our 
study and fellowship together. We long 
for each of our four meeting t imes each 
week so that we can sing, study, pray and 
GROW as we worship God. 

We greatly enjoyed our return to Perth, 
Australia after a two year absence. Dur
ing this vis.it of five days, we were well 
cared for by a ll of the families that had 
volunteered to take us into their homes 
and around their beautiful city. Tears 
were shed as we left. The sharing of our 
fai th, with the members of the four con
gregations ther e was very uplifting and 
memorable. The genuine hospitality shown 
us in Perth was to a very great extent re
sponsible for winning another precious 
soul for the kingdom of God, Bert Demi
cell, who was baptized at sea two Sundays 
later. 

More recently, Pete Nilsen a lso obeyed 
his Lord in baptism. So we have two more 
in our number and they are very faithful. 

Everyone is learning to take part in the 
services. There are more than a few who 
have delivered fine lessons from God's 
word. It is very encouraging to see all 
these young men grow. 

The tracts that we have distributed to 
visitors at the worship services and at our 
places of work have done much in teaching 
truth and drawing those concerned about 
their spiritual welfare. 

We ask for your prayers and encourage
ment. The AMEN Program has our sup
port. 

JOE W. TERRY 
Brother Terry passed away the 7t h 

of April. The memorial service for him 
was at the Southside Church of Chris t. 
Jack Self, Superintendent of the Home, 
who is also one of our elders, and Marlin 
Poynor, another elder, said words of 
comfort to the family. 

Brother Terry was an elder in the 
Lord's church for 60 year s-52 in Porta
les and 8 before moving here. Brother and 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ElDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 
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Sister Terry had 10 children. One preceded 
him in death. 

Austin H. Emery, 2012 Western Av., 
F armington, NM. 87401, July 9, 1980: Our 
work here with the Northside congrega
tion continues to be rewarding. Since Jan
u ary 1 we have witnessed 10 immersed 
into Christ, 8 restored or making confes
sion of s in and 17 new members have iden
tified with us. I leave here July 14 to par
ticipate in the Campaign for Christ in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada for three weeks. 
We are developing plans for more effec
t ive outreach in our rapidly growing area 
of northwest New Mexico. 

This fine couple gave 80 acres of land 
to the Christian Children's Home back in 
1953. The first cottage was built in 1954. 
Since then at least 700 children have been 
benefited by the Home. 

Brother TelTY lived long enough to see 
some of the fruit from the gift that h e 
had made for homeless children. 

A great man has fallen asleep in J esus. 
His good works follow him. 

-Grover C. Ross 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $7.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete rev-ision ·and updaJbing of bhe 
the great est standard work in vhe B~ble 
Dictionary field-Jjfue first in 25 years. 
AND wi tlh the exception orf six Wfliters, 
31H the scholars Who contri'bu•ted to this 
book are members of the chur~hes of 
OhriSJt. A few ar:e B'atsell Barrett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, DougiJ.as Dean, 
Oarrol'l Eli-is, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jlack Lewi·s, N€il Lighbfoot, Oarl 
Mitch~11. Neale Pryor, J. W. Rolberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many dthers. 

Every Christian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

--------Clip and ma il today! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $---------------- · Please send - --------- copies of Smith's 
New Bible Dictiona1·y at D $7.95 regular or D $8.95 thumb
indexed, plus 8% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Namae ----- - ------------------------- -------------------

Address ------- ------------------------------------------
~~------------------------ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 
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WE PLEAD WITH YOU: 
DO NOT LET THIS ONE,TIME 

OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY! 
Hundreds of preachers and teachers now want a set 

of THE MILLENNIAL HARBINGER and we are sold out. 
DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN WITH THE EVANGELIST! 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

If we receive adequate orders we will ship your set of THE EVANGELIST by September 15th . 

ORDER FORM 

YES, RESERVE ME A SET OF THE EVANGELIST. 

I will : 

0 Send $79.95 by September 1 and I wi ll then 
receive the entire set postpaid. 

0 Send $39.95 by September I and I will then pay 
the balance plus postage (total of $42. 95) upon 
receipt of the books. 

Signature-------------

-----------------------
Order from 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Namt:_ ___ _ _ ________ _ 

Address, _____________ _ 

C ity _____ State ____ Zip __ _ 
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STUDENTS TRADE VACATION FOR CAMPAIGNS 

Campaign leaders and advisers are (left to right) Ken Davis, Allen Isom, Don Shackel
ford and L. V. Pfeifer. Bill and Ava Conley and Jack McKinney also led campaigns. 

Searcy, Ark.-More than 250 Harding students and faculty members traded their 
summer vacations for campaign work both in and out of the United States. 

May Campaigns, coordinated by Jim Woodell, involved more than 90 students in nine 
Arkansas cities. For the eighth consecutive year, this campaign, sponsored by the 
College Church of Christ, has involved students in one week of door-knocking work 
at the end of the spring semester. 

Campaigns Northeast and Southeast ru:e summer-long efforts directed by Harding 
alumnus Owen Olbricht. Fifty-eight students cover cities in Virginia, New York, 
Indiana, South Car olina, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Ve1mont, New J ersey, Florida, 
Maine and Maryland dUI·ing this campaign, which has been sponsored by t he Sylvan 
Hills church for the last 15 years. 

Washington, Oregon, Utah, Montana and Wyoming will be visited by 53 students 
led by former Harding faculty member Obert Henderson, who annually directs Cam
paigns Northwest, sponsored by the Downtown Ghurch of Christ. 

The Harding Christian Communications Program (CCP), which requires campaign 
involvement of its students, sent 13 workers to Clarksville, Arkansas under the 
guidance of assistant director of the CCP, Joe Jones. The program's director, Ed San
ders, led a group of 14 to North Bay, Ontario, Canada. 

The international campaigners were led to Germany, England, Australia, Scotland 
and South America this summer, by Jack 1\IcKinney, Ken Davis, L .. V. Pfeifer, Allen 
Isom and Bill and Ava Conley. These five teams were sponsored by the College church. 

The Downtown church also sponsored 12 students who are working in Dublin and 
Limerick, Ireland. 

Gwen Hensely, a missionary in Vienna, Austria, guided a team of 17 in their work 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Independently of Harding campaign programs, three students went to Sao Paulo, 
Brazil and one to London, England to do mission work. Many other students are spending 
the summer working with their home congregations. 

McANULTY TO SPEND YEAR 
AT HARDING 

Searcy, Ark.-Dale McAnulty, who has 
served as a missionary in Lille, France 
for the last 15 years, will be the visiting 
professor of Bible and missions at Hard
ing for 1980-81. 

McAnulty preached for Lakewood 
Church of Christ in Denver , Colo. for 
four years and spent two years preaching 
in Calera, Okla. before beginning his mis
sions overseas. 

The Atoka, Okla. nativ~ has preached 
for campaigns in France, Belgium and 
Switzerland. He has worked with Ameri
can military congregations in Germany 
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and Belgium during gospel meetings and 
retreats. He has toured Greece and has 
retraced Paul's missionary route through 
Turkey. 

Both the missionary and his wife, the 
former Imogene McAlister of Fayetteville, 
Tenn., received the B.A. degree from Hard
ing in 1956. The couple has two sons: 
Richard, who graduated from Harding this 
May, and David, a ris ing senior at Hard
ing. 

The employment of a missionary as a 
full-time faculty member each year is a 
feature of the Harding Bible department's 
MISSION-PREPARE program, which will 
enter its thirteenth year with the arrival 
of McAnulty. 

Stanley D. Crews, P.O. Box 243, States

ville, NC, 28677: I am to preach in a gos
pel meeting with the church at Platteville, 
Wisconsin, September 21-26. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuitio n Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/ 882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or ntore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/0 discounted to yield 
12o/0 or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
info1mation 

Call collect or '''l"i te to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd, (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA- A..N<JHORAGE CHUR(JB OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BAY ARE.A SCHOOL OF PIUDAOBING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, CallfonaJa 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Direotor 

NOW WORSHIP o·N ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15556 16th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98156. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. . 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
a==EL~IG'""'I""'o""'u=s,__B.=,O.;::.O;;:K;,.;;S:;;,:BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Monterre7, llexlcoa Ave. FDDdlclones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 

WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
organize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR 72143. 
AUTOS FOR SALE. The following vehicles are 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$69.50: Cars
$48.00: Trucks-$89.00. Call far information (602) 
941-8026, Ext. 666. 
ATI''N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA· 
HOMA 'l Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 365-1121 or 853-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for fnfonnation and free 
sample directory, Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

SUN CITY, <JALIFORNIA.-Valle7 Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YU.ltiA, ARIZ., OGl W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Experienced preacher available. semiretired: 35 yrs, 
In local & foreign work; experience in teaching: 
radio: t.v.: editing: writing: off-set printing and 
other abilities. Contact: Preacher; 8316 LaPanto 
Ln., Dallas, Tex. 75217-ph. 214-388-1181. 
Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78365. 
FOR SALE-48 17% foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium darlt finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston. Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
Minister Available--17 years of preaching experience, 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 46 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Freeman, 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891. 
Preacher needed: Congregation in a beautiful moun
tain town (50 miles east of Sacramento) needs 
full-time preacher to work with congregation in 
fast-growing El Dorado County. With new building 
can pay $1200 a month. Contact Dick Crow (916-
622-3640) or David Hooper (916-644-2646) or write 
Central Church of Christ, 3120 Missouri Flat Road, 
Placerville, Calif. 9666.-;-7:-. -=--=--=:---==-=c:-:-:---;:;-;; 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister available, age 31, married, three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year af 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on reQuest. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 776-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
Preacher available: Contact Tom Tindell. (405) 
666-2423 or (405) 341-5162, Boswell, Ok. 
AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
832-6624. 
HELP NEEDED, write, Teach A Prisoner, contact 
Joyce M. Davis, 427 W. River N, Elyira, Ohio 44036, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit. Mich. 48216. 
Minister needed by Pecan Park Ch'..;..u_r....;:c;-h.;;...o"-':f::-::C::oh-ri:-st.-:
Houaton Texas who can sneak Spanish and En
glish languages fluently. Needed immediately to 
work in area where 60% Spanish speaking people. 
Please call Louie A. Nowlin, Sr., 713-649-1202 
Office, 713-331-3629 Home. Carl Kaylor 713-926-2812. 

TEACHERS NEEDED. 
Math-must be certified in secondary math. Soya' 
P. E. and Coach. Must be active member of the 
church of Christ. Contact Les Wheeler, Corpus 
Christi Christian School, 3101 McArdle, Corpus 
Christl, Texas 78415. 
ACCREDITED CHR~I~s=TI~A~N~~S~c=H~O~O~L-.-1~2~g-ra-d:-e-s, 
seeks qualified chief administrator. Contact Nelson 
Slater, (214) 330-8363, 3815 Treeline Dr., Dallas, 
Tx. 76224. 
Auburn Church of Christ is in need of a preacher. 
Prefer mature preacher with pulpit and personal 
work experience. This area has great potential in 
a rapid growing community. Contact one of the 
following: L. Riley-916-885-3063, J. Taylor-916-
269-1284 or P. B. Hoskins-916-823-8062. Send all 
correspondence to: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 671, 
Auburn, CA 96608. 
Seeking a Christian man or couple to serve as 
custodians for the Windsor Park Church of Christ, 
4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78411. 
Prefer someone who is on a pension or some addi
tional source of income. Write in care of Ken 
Mayfield. 
PREAC:=H==E==R=-=w=ANT-:-::-:: ED: The Church of Christ, 35th 
and Macdonald Avenue, Richmond, California is 
In need of a full-time preacher. Interested parties 
please contact FArrel England at 6733 Olinda Road, 
El Sobrante, California, 94803 or call (415) 223-
6656. 
Crossroads Christian School is in need of a high 
school teacher with a particular emphasis in Science 
and/or Math. Alpha/Omega curriculum. Send 
resume to: Bob Bickle, Crossroads Christian School, 
620 Oregon Way, Longview, Wa. 98632. 

CUSHIONED THEATER SEATS FOR SALE 
ALL OR ANY PART OF 500 

MacARTHUR PARK CHURCH OF CHRIST. 1907 
N.E. Loop 410, San Antonia, Texas 78217. Phone: 
512-824-7301. 

EVANSVILLE. IND., 2205 ID. Morgan A.ve.. 
U.S. 460 East Oppolllte K-Uart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11.. Bobb7 Wade, ltlba, 4'10-40G8. 
Preacher available for a congre.l[_ation that desires 
to hear & follow tho gospel, Please, na liberal 
congregations. I have been preaching since 1976 
and have a 20-year background in Radio & TV. 
I am a graduate of Preston Road School of Preach
ing, Coming out of a denomination, I understand 
the urgency of the Truth. Age, 42; Married, 3 
children. Will locate where needed. Contact: Doug 
Carter, Box 1177, Tahoka, Tex. 79373. Ph. 806/ 
998-4060. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve} 

If )'OU are moving anywhere in the u.s.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is independently owned and operated. 
The Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
Ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a. enppella singing. For more in
fonnation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gan 48504. 
Wanted: full time preacher for No. Calif. church 
without elders. 8 bedroom home plus utilities fur
nished, salary & ins. negotiable. Send resume, edu
cation, refercncs, etc. to Church of Christ. 401 Fir 
St.. Vacaville, Ca. 96688. 
Preacher available, age 27, married, no children. 
Graduate of F-HC with BS in Bible. Have full 
time preaching, campaign, personal work, radio ex
perience. Looking for congregation truly wanting to 
grow. Prefer elders. Will send resume and ref
erences. Write: James Pat Kelly, Rt. 3, Box 186, 
Clinton, S.C. 29326, Phone: (803) 833-2490. 
Preacher wanted for church· in small community. 
House and utilities furnished. Some additional sup. 
port might be needed. Call: (612) 489-2382 or 
489-2387. Write: Briggs Church of Christ, Box 64, 
Briggs, Tx. 78608. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen advertl•lng, ond will not 
kDowlngl7 toke questlonnble advertising. 
Bat It Is the reader's responalblllt7 to ID
vestlgate. Like an7 other paper, we some
times UDWittlngl7 ruD 8D UDWOrth7 ad. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest. 
In vestl.rate I 

REOPENING OF HEIDELBERG 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

The Heidelberg Bible School will reopen 
in September, 1980, to continue its com
mitment to train workers for the church 
in Germany. The school has operated since 
1970, with instructions in the Gennan 
language. 

Members of the faculty are preachers 
and missionaries in Gennany. Herbert 
Luft, director of the Pepperdine Uni
versity Year-in-Europe at Heidelberg, is 
the director of the Bible School program. 

Support for needy students has been pro
vided by individuals and congregations 
who have contributed to a fund under the 
guidance of the elders of the Broadway 
Church in Lubbock, Texas. 

Reprints of ony single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop
ies ncn accepted. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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WORLD EUAIIELISM FORUM 
SEPTEMBER 19·21 

Marvin Phillips 
Gerald Paden 
Richard Rogers 
Parker Henderson 
Carl Mitchell 
John Shero 
Nat Cooper 
Everett Hufford 
Ellis Long 
Ralph Perry 
Coy Conner 
Max Zamorano 
Curt Golden 
Gary Walker · 
Truman Scott 

Keith Robinson 
Tex Williams 
John Littlejohn 
Harold Taylor 
Ted Kell 

SUNSET CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3723 34th Street 
Lubbock, Texas 

806/792-5191 



THE MID-AMERI CA EVANGELISM WORKSHOP closed in Indianapolis 
with J ack Evans (second from right} president of Southwestern Christian 

College in Terrell, Texas keynot ing tho series to an audience that packed 
tho Convention Center in downtown Indianapolis. This year's workshop was 
sponsored by the Westlake Church and was supported by numerous area 
congregations. 
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The Yosemite Family Encampment 

By far the oldest and largest of the family encamp
ments is the Yosemite Family Encampment. Begun in 
1939, the fortY first annual session has just been com
pleted. We had the privilege of attending and of par
ticipating in the program. There is no accurate way of 
numbering the attendance, but an indication of how 
many Christians were there is the fact that it took 100 
men to serve the Lord's Supper on Sunday. 

Paul Methvin, who has been the organizer of the 
encampment for many of its forty-one years, did a 
superb job on this one. Handling that many people, in 
the environment of Yosemite, and negotiating with the 
Park Rangers for the conduct of the series is no little 
job. Yet, it moved through the entire week with clock
work precision and oiled smoothness. 

Yosemite National Park is without question the most 
awesome and beautiful piece of real estate on the face 
of the earth. It cannot be described except in superla
tives. It, really, cannot be described; it has to be 
experienced. It is an ideal place to take the family. 
Recreational facilities are many, safety is stressed, 
and educational and entertaining experiences conducted . 
by the park personnel abound. 

In this setting the Yosemite Family Encampment is 
held the last week of each July. Classes on the order of 
a huge Vacation Bible School are conducted out in the 
open each morning, and this year were attended by 
about thirty-five hundred people daily. In addition, two 
speakers were heard each morning. Speakers were 
drawn from across the U.S., and included outstanding 
specialists in various phases of family counseling, 
church growth, leadership training, etc. The afternoons 
were given to special interest groups, and two speakers, 
speaking to the entire assembly which overflowed the 
church bowl and covered the mountainside, concluded 
the day's activities each day. Campfire devotionals in 
the camping areas followed. Hundreds of family camp
ing units, closely pitched together, provided a week of 
fellowship and sharing with Christians from many 
states. Yosemite has become a sort of annual reunion 
for Christians, many of whom have attended a majority 
of the meetings since the beginning. 

The popularity of Family Encampments in increas
ing. Many Christian families take vacations, and many 
camp out. More and more of them are finding the 
fellowship of like minded brethren to be sweet, and are 
finding the environment ideal for their children. Some
times two families take such a trip together. Sometimes 
a half dozen rendezvous for fellowship. Sometimes the 
numbers run into the thousands, as is the case at 
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Yosemite. These gatherings furnish an excellent op
portunity for Christians to receive teaching and train~ 
ing at the same time that they are enjoying fellowship 
and recreation. In New Testament times fellowship was 
an important part of the Christian's life. The church, 
surrounded by a pagan world had little opportunity 
for fellowship. That privilege became so dear that 
heathen tormentors, upon seeing Christians cling to
gether during martyrdom, said, "behold, how they love 
one another." 

Life has become such a rat-race that we do not have 
time for fellowship any more. A brief greeting that 
contains nothing, and means nothing, is about all we 
have for each other when we meet for worship. It 
would be a good thing if we all took more time just to be 
together. We are almost strangers to each other. It 
would help if families visited families more, and if 
Christians made more journeys with each other. These 
family encampments do a great amount of good simply 
on the basis of our chances to become better acquainted 
with each other. 

There is the old cliche that families that pray to
gether stay together. It is also true that families that 
play together stay together. With mother working and 
with father moonlighting to keep the bills paid, no one 
has time for the kids. They are not reared; they grow 
up. Discipline suffers and the patience it takes to 
"train up a child in the way it should go" is often 
lacking. The result is a great strain on the family-so 
much so that many psychologists are saying that the 
family is a thing of the past. Encampment oppor
tunities are good exercises in family togetherness. They 
provide a good chance for members of the family to 
become re-acquainted with each other. 

We would encourage every effort among us to give 
more of our people time with each other. The nation 
is dotted with national parks, every one of which could 
host a family encampment. Any area of the country 
is only a few miles from a state park, or a local setting, 
that would lend itself to Christians coming togeteher for 
fellowship. In addition to the teaching and edification 
that goes on in such settings, the fellowship (perhaps 
the most precious commodity) that characterized the 
New Testament church might, to a degree, be restored. 
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13eggars Can't Be Choosers 
DAVID MICKEY 

"I hope you will help me, because I've called several others 
who would not," said the eighteen-year-old girl who called the 
church office recently. She explained that she arrived in town to 
stay with a sister, but circumstances had changed, and now she 
needed a place to stay for two days. The caller said she had no 
money, and needed the church to pay for a room. The deacon 
who usually handled such situations was out of town, so I 
suggested she come ~ Bible class that evening (Wednesday), 
and I would help her fmd a place. I mentioned a motel near our 
building where we sometime arrange for people to stay if 
they are really in need. I was stunned by her next question: 
"Does it have a swimming pool?" "No, it doesn't," I answered. 
She had the audacity to say, "Well, I'm only going to stay in a 
place that has a swimming pool and a TV." 

Someone who had no money and needed a place to stay was 
going to be so choosy about where to stay. I wanted to re
mind her that ''beggars can't be choosy," but just closed out the 
conversation and didn't hear from her again. While mentally 
condemning the girl, I realized I often show the same attitude 
and asked God to forgive me for those times when I proudl; 
refuse to be content with necessities. Do I see an attitude 
in this girl that a lot of selfish, spoiled youth have in our 
culture today? Most of us want our NEEDS met but also 
think we are entitled to a lot of luxuries. ' 

One beggar asked a family for food. When they offered 
him bananas, he refused, saying, "Who do you think I am? A 
monkey?" He preferred to leave empty handed than swallow his 
pride. Can beggars be choosy? 

Most of us know we have spiritual needs, but we want to be 
choosy ... we want to get our own way. We surely don't want to 
be beggars, and yet we always want more! Along with the bread 
of life we want ice cream and strawberries. More than just the 
water of life, we want lemonade or coke ... not just a place to 
stay, but a swimming pool, too. 

A basic concept of discipleship involves humility, self-denial 
and willingness to be a servant. Jesus is the Master, we are th~ 
slaves. Jesus demonstrated this servant attitude through his 
min~stry. His was a life of service and giving, rather than of 
gettmg and asking. "For the Son of man came not to be served 
but to serve. . . ." ' 

Had Joseph acted as some of us when he got to Bethlehem 
he would have said, "If we can't stay at Holiday Inn or Hilton' 
with a pool and color TV, we're going back home. I'm not 
going to put my pregnant wife out there with those animals!" 
But, as it turned out, the King of kings was born in the most 
humble of circumstances to become a manger-born servant. 

Leprosy would soon cause Naaman to be an outcast ... a 
beggar; but as a "mighty man" in high favor with the king 
he didn't want to humble himself to accept doctor's orders. Whe~ 
things didn't go as expected at Elisha's house, Naaman went 

away in a rage. If he needed to bathe in a river, he would choose 
Abna or Pharpar in Damascus. Naaman wanted to be choosy. 
Fortunately, a servant calmed him down and helped change 
his mind. When Naaman finally humbled himself to the point 
of obedience, he followed instructions and was healed. He 
discovered the necessary starting place for discipleship. 

Blind Bartimaeus, begging in Jericho, called out to Jesus 
for mercy. "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked. 
"Master, let me receive my sight." Bartimaeus .didn't ask for 
sight AND a good job, government housing and food stamps. 
He sought the basic need: his sight. 

.Another blind beggar didn't tell Jesus what to do, or put 
stipulations on what he wanted (John 9). Some of us might 
have said, "Jesus, you're not going to put that clay made of 
spit on my eyes. How unsanitary!" Or, we might have said 
I'm not going to walk all the way across town to the pool of 
Siloam to wash. There's water here." We usually have a better 
idea, a shortcut, or suggestions and preferences. It is bard to 
submit to another's directions. Discipleship involves surrender 
of our wills to the Master's. 

James and John (and their mother) had this hard lesson to 
learn. They wanted to be disciples, but they also wanted special 
places in the Kingdom. Jesus taught them, and us, "Whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant." 

The Prodigal Son wanted what was his; he wanted freedom 
and all the "extras" of life. However, after a wasted inheritance, 
a famine and hunger, he was willing to accept the role of 
servant. He returned home saying, "I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants." 
With that humble attitude the father gladly took him back; 
not as a servant, but as a son. Some of us might have returned 
with several requests. "Father, I've decided to come back IF 
you will guarantee me 33% of the profits from the farm, and if 
you will give me 10 acres in the valley on which to build my 
new home, and sign my note at the bank for some new equip
ment." I suppose there will always be beggars who want to 
be choosy. 

"Lord, I know you can feed the multitudes, and I'm hungry 
too. But I want more than just fish and bread. I want hush
puppies, Frenchfries, tartar sauce, and a big glass of ice tea, 
and some apple pie. And I don't want to sit on the ground 
here in the sun with all these sweaty people. I'll go in where 
there's air conditioning and a padded chair. You know you're 
going into the 21st century, and our view of discipleship needs 
to be modernized. I want to be a member of your church, 
and I want salvation ... but please don't expect me to work 
out here in this hot vineyard. If you need me, I'll be over at 
the pool." 

8508 Flagstone, Austin, TX 78758 
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A Pioneer Preacher in California (1) 
The California Gold Rush! With the ex

ception of the Civil War, no other event 
in nineteenth-century America caused 
such an upheaval. James Marshall's dis
covery of gold on January 28, 1848, opened 
the floodgates to the American . Wes~ a~d 
resulted in statehood for California m 
1850. 

The news accounts of the gold discoveries 
at Sutter's Mill on the American River 
were generally greeted ~th skepticisll!', 
until the stories were confirmed by Presi
dent James Polk. In his State of the 
Union message to Congress on December 
5 1848, the President declared : "The ac
c~unts of the abundance of gold in that 
territory are of such an extraordinary 
character as would scarcely command 
belief were they not corroborated by the 
authe~tic reports of officers in the public 
service." 

This was the announcement that trig· 
gered the mad rush for gold. The assur
ance that gold in great quantities existed 
in California produced electrifying re
sults. Almost overnight, some 100,000 
restless people began making plans to go 
to the new El Dorado. 

About 40,000 people came to California 
by sea in 1849-50, and an even larger 
number came overland. California's non
Indian population swelled from about 
5.000 in 1845 to over 100.000 by 1850. 
This number had risen to 224,485 by the 
close of 1852. San Francisco was a village 
of 812 people in 1848, but by 1850 it had 
become a boom town with a population of 
more than 25,000. 

While it is true that people came from 
all over the world to mine for gold in 
California, in the first five years the 
majority of immigrants came from the 
midwestern states of Ohio, Indiana, Illi
nois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri and 
Iowa. Coincidentally, these were the very 
states that formed the heartland of the 
Campbell-Stone movement to restore New 
Testament Christianity. 

It was inevitable, therefore, that some 
of the members of this movement would 
be included in the migration to the gold 
fields. The preacher who would pioneer the 
work of the Restoration Movement in 
California was in the first wave of "49ers" 
who started across the overland route that 
spring. To Thomas Thompson belongs the 
honor of being the first preacher in the 
Church of Christ to engage in evangelistic 
work in California. He preached the first 
sermons, baptized the first converts, and 
helped to organize the first congregations. 

Thomas Thompson was born in Chris
tian County, Kentucky, on July 7, 1797. 
He was the great, great grandson of the 
Smithfield martyr, John Rogers (see Fox's 
Book of Martyrs, pp. 209-210). When he 
was a young boy, his parents moved to 
Missouri Territory and settled in a sec
tion known as the "Platt Purchase." The 
Thompsons were Baptists, and Thomas 
joined the Baptist Church around 1822. 
He became acquainted with the principles 
of the Restoration Movement through the 
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ministry of Thomas McBride. McBride h~d 
been associated with Barton Stone m 
Kentucky prior to relocating in Missouri 
in 1818. 

McBride introduced Thompson to Alex
ander Campbell's monthly periodical en
titled the Christian Baptist. Thompson 
later recalled: 

About the year 1824, I commenced 
reading the Christian Baptist, which 
resulted in the conviction that the Bap
tist Church was not-so far as I had 
been taught-the true Church of Christ. 
By the Christian Baptist, my attention 
was turned to the New Testament as 
the ony true and sufficient rule of faith 
and practice. I now began to read, be
lieve and practice for myself; finding 
no authority in the New Testament for 
a Baptist Church, or its Confession of 
Faith. As I learned, I taught; laying 
aside all the human traditions I could 
discover. This resulted in my separa
tion from the Baptists. 

At that point in his life, Thompson was 
a man without a church. But he soon "or
ganized a church in my own neighborhood, 
taking the New Testament as our only 
Creed and Discipline." 

As early as 1825, Thomas Thompson 
was in communication with both Alexander 
Campbell and Barton Stone, and he was 
instrumental in encouraging the merger 
of the Campbell and Stone movements in 
Missouri in the early 1880's. Thompson 
preached all across the northern half 
of the state in the years 1880-1849, and 
he was successful in organizing numerous 
congregations. These were exciting years 
for the Restoration Movement in Missouri. 
From 500 members in 1880, the movement 
grew to encompass more than 15,000 bap
tized believers by 1849. 

The list of Thompson's co-workers dur
ing these years included Thomas McBride, 
Joel Haden, Duke Young, Henry Thomas, 
Allen Wright, Thomas M. Allen, Jacob 
Creath, Jr., John S. Allen and D. Pat 
Henderson. In recalling the impact of 
Thompson's preaching in Missouri, Thom
as P. Haley wrote: 

His voice was strong and clear, his 
style conversational. He was remark
able for his great familiarity with the 
holy Scriptures. It was said that he 
had committed to memory every line of 
the New Testament and was thoroughly 
versed in the Old. He never opened the 
book when he recited his text, which 
was always an entire chapter, but re
peated it from memory. His sermons 
were commentaries on the text, and 
exceedingly instructive. He was not, I 
think, regarded as a successful evan
gelist, and yet he baptized a great many 
persons and his converts were always 
well instructed, not simply in regard 
to the plan of salvation, but in the 
practical duties of Christian life. 

Another preacher said of Thompson: "He 
was an able man in the gospel, was truly 
a man of faith, and forcibly reminded me 
of the lamented brother Benjamin Frank
lin." 

In 1844, Thomas Thompson and John 
S. Allen were chosen by the churches in 
the Grand River country to travel as 
evangelists in the surrounding counties. 
As Allen remembered it: 

The country being so sparsely settled, 
our rides were often long and weari
some, but we took great pleasure in our 
meetings, in seeing many of our fellow 
citizens bow to the authority of the 
gospel. At Linneus, Chillicothe, Galla
tin and Trenton we held many success
ful meetings and planted the cause of 
primitive Christianity in the Grand 
River country. Our salaries were never 
computed. The brethren would some
times give us fifty cents or a dollar, or 
a present of some sort. It was not the 
almighty dollar that caused us in those 
days to make the sacrifice and do the 
work we did, but we were prompted 
by our love for the cause and a great 
desire to establish it in this new coun
try. 
It was Thomas Thompson's "love for 

the cause" that led him to leave his home 
in Paris, Missouri, and join the throngs 
who were heading for California by wagon 
train in the spring of 1849. In next week's 
article we will focus on Thompson's 
pioneering work in the Golden State. 
Pepperdine Univ., Malibu, Calif. 90265 

Complaining~An Unnecessary Evil DANA EUBANKs 

How often do you gripe? I doubt it 
would be possible to number the times 
we have made our dissatisfactions known 
to those around us. It is something that 
all of us do at one time or aother. 

The Israelites are known to us today 
not only because of the great, long journey 
they made but al8o the complaining they 
did along that journey. In Exodus 16, not 
long after they had begun their journey, 
we find the Israelites already complain
ing. Verse S says, "The Israelites said to 
them (Moses and Aaron), 'If only we had 
died by the Lord's hand in Egypt! There 

we sat around pots of meat and ate all 
the food we wanted, but you have brought 
us out into this desert to starve this as
sembly to death." (NIV) Obviously, this 
was no compliment. They were very 
straightforward in what they had to say. 
But Moses and Aaron made a very wise 
reply to their complaint, "Who are we, 
that you should grumble against us? . . . 
You are not grumbling against us but 
against the Lord." (NIV) Have you ever 
thought when you complain, you are not 
only complaining against that person but 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A Role Model /or Preachers 
TOM STEED 

Every gospel preacher has given consideration to himself 
and his work trying to ascertain his task and evaluate his per
formance. 1 Thess. 1:1-2:13 is a very applicable passage de
scribing the attitudes, activities and characteristics that should 
be associated with a faithful minister. 

This scripture presents a model of success. Paul's work pro
duced outstanding results. The church at Thessalonica became 
a springboard for the gospel in the world. 

A reader catches a glimpse of the nature of Paul's ministry 
in chapter one. He begins his letter by giving emphasis to his 
prayer on their behalf and he is quick to inform them that be 
continues to pray for them. Many problems in today's congrega
tions would be lessened or eliminated if there was a knowledge 
that the preacher had the congregation in his prayers and that 
he thanked God for them. 

Paul freely commends the Thessalonians for the praise
worthy characteristics in their lives. It was easy for him to 
appeal to them, because be personally had brought forth fruit 
among them. Bringing forth fruit in a. place will endear con
verts and Christians alike. 

Paul indicates that his manner of life among the Thessa
lonians was for their benefit. His way of life was calculated 
to be in their best interests. Every preacher would do well to 
recognize what Paul acknowledges, that "ye became followers 
of us and of the Lord." It is a fact that a minister's influence 
is mirrored in the lives of his congregation. Paul realized 
that people followed him as well as the Lord. Ministers cannot 
afford the luxury of, "Do as I say, not as I do." It just does 
not work that way. A minister's manner of life is as important 
as his message. 

Paul and his companions strove to be above reproach in 
their dealings. He did not hesitate to remind the Thessalo
nians that "holily, justly, and unblameably" were the proper 
words to describe his behavior among them. He was well 
aware that his behavior was as influential as his message. 

Paul indicates that the Thessalonian Christians followed his 
example and that of his companions and the example of 
Judean churches. The Thessalonians then became examples for 
the Christians in Macedonia and Achaia. 

In chapter two he goes on to describe the characteristics 
of this manner of life. It contains the coarse a.s well as the 
soft, the stern as well as the soothing. It is a distinct responsi
bility to preach God's word in its entirety and give it the same 
emphasis and proportion that the Bible gives it. 

Gentleness and severity are evident in Paul's preaching. He 
did not shrink from proclaiming the gospel in boldness a.nd 
controversy. He makes it plain that difficulties were encountered 
and that he readily accepted them. The church in Thessalonica 
had a very stormy beginning. But Paul's efforts contributed 
to shift moods from controversy to gentleness-even as a nurse 
among children. 

Knowing when to be gentle and when to be severe requires 

a good deal of wisdom. Both qualities were present in Paul's 
ministry. There is no doubt that the truths of God's word were 
spoken plainly and boldly. Paul makes it clear that he was 
intent upon pleasing God and not man. His speech did not 
include flattering words calculated to produce the glory of men 
Yet distinction must be made between flattering words and de~ 
served compliments. Paul complimented the Thessalonians and 
gave thanks for them, but he used no flattery-no vain, empty 
words. 

Paul describes his care and concern for the congregation in 
very emotional terms. He compares their relationship to that 
of a father and his children. He had a very clear image of 
himself looking out for the well being of fellow Christians. 
There is a wealth of information in the statement that he acted 
as their nurse. He did not mechanically fulfill duties toward 
them, but he demonstrated a. feeling of concern about their 
well-being, he cherished them, as a nurse cherisheth her children. 

The second figure used to describe Paul's relationship to the 
Thessalonians is that of a father exhorting, comforting and 
charging his children. Exortation is an integral part of a 
preacher's work. It is urging someone to do what he knows is 
right and then reminding him to do so. Paul says he also 
comforted them. Correction, often necessary, is far more ef
fective when comforting has preceded it. A congregation can 
endure harshness when it has felt warmth. 

Paul did not view his preaching as slave labor but says, 
"we were allowed to be put in trust with the gospel." Each 
preacher should see his task as a gift of God which he is 
privileged to enjoy, not required to endure. One who is en
trusted with a small amount of money exercises great care 
in accounting for it. How much more diligently should one care 
when his trust is the gospel. 

A preacher can discover the key to being loved and revered 
in his congregation in 1 Thessalonians 2 :8. Paul says, "we 
were affectionately desirous of you. We were willing to have 
imparted unto you not the gospel of God only, but our own souls 
because ye were dear to us." When a preacher is willing to 
impart himself to the congregation, when his love for the 
brethren is evident in his actions and message, then he is follow
ing the gospel preacher tradition of Paul. Paul labored night 
and day on behalf of the Thessalonians. The labor of a modem 
preacher can be no less. Personal time and time for families is 
not excluded; but when a faithful minister is needed, he will 
act unselfishly, diligently, and intently. 

Is it any wonder that Paul was able to thank God again 
for the faith of this congregation? When a faithful minister 
can truly care for his congregation, bear fruit among them, 
make his concern and gratitude for them known, speak God's 
truths in gentleness and severity, and live a life of example 
before them, then he too will have something to thank God 
for. 

Box 327, Monette, Ark. 72447 
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Dealing With Anger 
R. D. ICE 

It is important to remember that scripture does not contra
dict itself. Christians usually view anger as "no no." Colossians 
3:8 says: "But now you must rid yourselves of all such things 
as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language." In this 
sense anger must be avoided by one who seeks to please God. 

But, anger is an attribute of the loving God! Romans 1:18 
"The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 
the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness." Hebrews 3:11 "So I declared on oath 
in My anger, 'They shall never enter My rest'." (quotations 
NIV). There are hundreds of references in the Bible that show 
the wrath (violent anger) of God. Jesus got angry and di
rected his anger against those who were guilty of wrongdoing 
(John 2:13-16; Matthew ch. 23; etc.). Paul's letter to the 
Galatians is a good example of his anger against evil. 

Christians should stop viewing anger negatively, and learn 
that anger can be righteous, the expression of our love of God. 
Anger is one of the fierce desires which God has filled us with 
(James 4:5) along with fear and grief. It is our natural 
reaction to obstacles. Frustration generates anger, and this 
can mobilize us to accomplish the things that demand effort, 
and equip us to fight through the obstacles to what is right 
and good. 

Anger As Enemy 
Anger does carry a risk. Paul tells us: "In your anger do 

not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 
and do not give the devil a foothold." (Ephesians 4 :26). Paul 
is saying, "If you become angry, do not let your anger lead 
you into sin. Do not let your anger turn into a grudge and 
make you hostile." When anger is uncontrolled, the devil can 
make use of it to destroy us. 

Two wrong approaches to dealing with anger are: 1) uncon
trolled expression. The mood today is to "let it all out." "Express 
your anger," they say, "smash things, rage, storm, etc. It will 
get it out of your system." But this is not true. Uncontrolled 
anger tends to "snowball." We will end up with worse obstacles! 
2) uncontrolled repression. If you "bottle up" anger, you will 
do damage to yourself. As someone said, "Ulcers are not caused 
by what you eat, but by what eats you." Uncontrolled repression 
will cause serious complications, both physical and mental. 

Resentment. This is a complication, a special form of anger, 
that comes from holding a grudge against a person who hurt 
us in some way. Linked with it are more serious spiritual 
problems such as hostility and malice. Resentment causes us 
to strike back to injure the offender. But resentment damages 
us more than the one it is directed against, because it is a 
corrosive poison that destroys emotional health. Resentment 
sins against Christian love. The Lord wants us to repent of 
resentment and put it away from ourselves. 

Handling anger. Most advice condenses down to this: Be 
honest! Admit your anger. Express it openly (in a non-destruc
tive way). Confront the individual who hurt you (Matthew 
18:15). Tell it like it is. Make others aware of how you feel
don't let them wriggle out of it. 
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Sometimes confrontation is not possible or does not seem 
wise under the circumstances. It is then possible to let your 
anger out by doing such things as these: "Imagine the person 
dressed in red tights and feathers, or something equally ridicu
lous. Imagine him nude at a banquet, eating with his fingers, 
etc. A ridiculous fantasy will help dissipate anger and will 
put a smile on your face, driving the other person crazy. Your 
fantasy helps put the other person's action or inaction into 
perspective. Don't forget, of course, to pray for the other 
person (sincerely) and do him good if the opportunity arises 
(Romans 12:17-21). 

Anger as Fruit of the Spirit 
An English writer of the last century wrote: "Anger a form 

of love. A man has the most real love in his heart when he 
can throw the blackest frown, hurl the most scathing flash, 
or shout the most terrible invective-against contemptible 
action, hypocrisy and all wrong." Solomon wrote: "To fear 
the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil be
havior and perverse speech" (Proverbs 8:13). 

Righteous anger. We should expand our concept of anger to 
include determination (a firm resolve to bring about change), 
endurance (standing firm in the face of attack without losing 
selfcontrol), and aggressiveness (readiness to fight through an 
obstacle). However do not rule out direct appropriate ex
pressions of anger. At times it is right to communicate our anger 
to others. Speaking to someone about their wrongdoing and 
letting them know we are angry about it-can lead them to 
repent and change. A father who gets angry at dishonesty 
will cause his son to think twice before telling him a lie. 

The main problem for Christians may be too little anger rather 
than too much. We do not get angry over the right things. 
Christians are more likely to get angry over finding a parking 
place than over the many evils in the world that ought to 
draw the wrath of God and his servants. Christians should 
accentuate their experience of righteous anger, and eliminate 
the exercise of unrighteous anger. 

Three Practical Rules from Ephesians 4 :26 
Do not repress anger. Pushing anger down does not deal 

with it. The force that may do a great deal of damage when 
released in a fit of temper may do equivalent internal damage 
when repressed and "held in." 

Express anger righteously. It is possible to communicate 
anger with great force and effect without losing one's temper. 
Repentance is needed for anger that is out of control-but NOT 
for righteous anger over wrongdoing, vigorously expressed but 
under control. 

Settle things quickly. The sooner we deal with disruptions in 
our relationships the more easily will we be able to control 
and channel our anger. It is impossible to "sweep it under 
the rug," and, "chickens have a way of coming home to roost." 
If you don't do it today, it will be much worse tomorrow! 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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Greek Word Studies on the Function and Authority of Preachers (1) 
The modern preacher who devotes his 

energies to church administration, to 
counseling, and to preaching sermons to 
people, most of whom have already obeyed 
the gospel, has no close parallel in the 
church of the first century. He is a hy
brid personality that has evolved out of 
some elements that go back to the New 
Testament itself, out of our contact with 
our religious neighbors, out of the failure 
of our elders to find time and skill to 
shepherd the flock, out of a recognized 
necessity to deal with the needs of stray
ing people, out of the need of our people 
to have their ears tickled regularly, and 
out of the specialization of our times. As 
the preacher becomes more prominent-
the executive, the most influential figure 
in our congregations-the elders become 
the board of directors, but with less clear
ly defined status. In far too many cases 
the preacher dominates the elders rather 
than being subordinate to them. In far too 
many cases they are being led by him and 
only rubber stamping his plans rather 
than furnishing leadership. Our task at 
this hour is to look at certain Greek words 
which may suggest what the position and 
work of the preacher in the New Testa
ment was. 

I. Words for the Peracher as a Christian 
A. Doulos 

There are certain Greek words de
scribing the preacher which also describe 
every Christian. These words are very 
significant in determining how the preach
er should conceive of himself. The first 
of these is doulos ("slave"). The N. T. 
has a series of words in the "serving" 
category. They include diakanos ("min
ister"; Jn. 2; 5,; Mt. 22:12 etc.), mis
tkotos (Mk. 1:20; Jn. 10:12) or misthios 
(Lk. 15 :19) (the "hired servant"); 
tkerapon ("servant," or "attendant"; Heb. 
3 :5); and pais ("boy" or "slave"; Mt. 
8:6, 13; 14:2; Lk. 15:26). However, it is 
the word doulos ("slave") which is the 
most common word. 

The doulos (the Greek equivalent of 
'ebed in the 0. T.) is the man bought in 
the marketplace so that he is not his own. 
His function is to do the will of another. 
The centurion said, "I say to my slave, do 
this, and he does it" (Mt. 8:9). In Jesus' 
parable of the plowing slave (Lk. 17:7-10) 
the rhetorical question is "Will he [the 
owner] thank the slave because he did 
what was commanded?" The slave was 
bought to work, and he deserves no thanks 
for doing it. In the N. T ., along with this 
word doulos is a variant form, sundoulos 
("fellow slave"; Mt. 18:28, 29, 31, 33; 
24:49; Col. 1:7; 4:7; Rev. 6:11; 19:10; 
22:9) whose basic meaning is not dif
ferent. Our English versions in general 
have weakened for the English reader 
the force of these words by rendering 
them "servant," "bond-servant," and "fel
low-servant." With these English render
ings we are more likely to think of an 
employee than to think of a slave. 

New Testament writers repeatedly speak 
of themselves as "slaves of God" or "of 
Christ": "Paul a slave of Jesus Christ" 

JACK P. LEWIS 

(Rom. 1:1); "Simon Peter a slave and 
apostle of Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 1 :1); 
"Jude a slave of Jesus Christ" (Jude 1); 
and "James a slave of God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Js. 1 :1). 

Everyone is a slave to someone--if to 
no other, then to the most galling of 
masters-to his own passions. "Everyone 
who commits sin is a slave to sin" (Jn. 
8 :34). We changed masters when we be
came Christians. Paul informs us that we 
were slaves of sin, but have become slaves 
of righteousness (Rom. 6:17). We are to 
"Live as free men, yet without using your 
freedom as a pretext for evil; but live 
as slaves of God" (1 Pet. 2:16). 

A whole medley of ideas center around 
the idea of the preacher's being a slave. 
As the slave of God, it is his task to heed 
the voice of God, not the voice of the 
people. "Or am I trying to please men? 
If I were still pleasing men, I should not 
be a slave of Christ" (Gal. 1:10). "Who 
are you to pass judgment on the slave of 
another? It is before his own master 
that he stands or falls" (Rom 14:4). Of 
John Knox it was said that his fear of 
God was so great that he did not fear any 
man. In moments of truth, all we who 
preach the Word must confess, at least 
to ourselves, that we have felt the im
pulse which made the prophets of the 
O.T. (whom we designate "false proph
ets") proclaim what the people wanted 
to hear. We have been tempted to say 
"Thus saith the Lord" over that which the 
Lord has not spoken. 

But not only is the preacher the slave 
of the Lord, he is also the slave of his 
people; however, here is a different as
pect of the slave relation from that of 
obedience is in view. This time it is hum
ble service that is spoken of. Jesus in 
coming to earth took the form of a slave 
(Phil. 2:7). It is in view of his own slave 
relationship that Paul declared, "Though 
I am free from all men, I have made my
self a slave to all that I might win the 
more" (1 Cor. 9:19). Again he declares, 
"For what we preach is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus' sake" (2 Cor. 4:5). 

One well-known preacher has stated as 
his rule of life that if anyone asks him to 
do something, he tries to do it if he can 
at all do so. He is slave to his people. 
But in contrast with that attitude, in 
certain cases which have come to my 
attention across the years, preachers have 
said to their people, "I will come preach 
for you if you put wall-to-wall carpet in 
the preacher's home"; "I will work for 
you if you increase the salary"; "I will 
work with you if you furnish such and 
such fringe benefits." The availability of 
prestige pulpits and high salaries can 
easily convince one that he has had a 
call to greater service. 

It is not possible for my mind to con
ceive that the apostle Paul, or any N. T. 
figure, would have gauged his service by 
any such yardsticks. With apologies to 

John F. Kennedy, the late president of 
the United States, the concept of preacher 
as slave should be stated, "Do not ask 
what your people can do for you, but what 
you can do for your people!" Like his 
Lord, the preacher is not to be ministered 
unto, but is to minister (Mk. 10:45). Jesus 
talked about a greatness that one at
tained, not by exercising authority as 
r';llers of the world do, but by being a 
dtakanos ("servant") and a doulos 
("slave"; Mt. 20:26, 27). 

B. Oikonomos 
A second interesting word used for the 

preacher and also used for every Chris
tian is oikonomos; which is ben-bayitk 
in Hebrew; and means "steward"). The 
term assumes the use of the figure of 
speech of the "household" for the king
dom. The church is the "household of 
God" (1 Tim 3:15). Fourteen passages 
in the K.J.V. have the word "steward" 
(singular: Gen. 15:2; -43:19; 1 Kings 16: 
9; Lk. 12:42; 16:1,3,8; Tit. 1:7; plural: 
1 Chron. 28:1; 1 Cor. 4:1, 2; 1 Pet. 4:10), 
ordinarily designating secular relation
ships, but in a few cases spiritual ones. 
Two of the cases (Mt. 20:8; Lk. 8:3) ren
der epitropos-a word with which we are 
not concerned here. 

The related noun oiJconomie means 
"stewardship" and is so rendered three 
times in the K.J.V. in the Parable of the 
Unjust Steward (Lk. 16:2, 3, 4). How
ever, in one of those unexplainable incon
sistencies of translation, the K.J.V. under 
the influence of the Latin version ren
dered oikonomia as "dispensation" in.four 
passages (1 Cor. 9 :17; Eph. 1 :10; 3:2; 
Col. 1 :25). "Assignment" would be a 
better choice. The preacher has an "as
signment" to complete (1 Tim. 1 :4). 

The "steward" is the man who has 
been entrusted with the business of 
another, and the discharging of that func
tion is his "stewardship." This relation
ship is seen in the parable of the wise 
steward set over the household (Lk. 12: 
42; cf. Mt. 24:45 where doulos is used) 
and in the unjust steward or Jesus' para
ble (Lk. 16:1, 2). The minor heir is under 
guardians ( epitropoi) and stewards ( oiko
nomoi); Gal. 4:1, 2. These two terms are 
to be regarded as synonymous. They re
produce the paidagogus metaphor used in 
Gal. 3 :24, 25. 

Every Christian is called upon 
As each has received a gift; employ it 
for one another as good 'stewards' of 
God's varied grace: Whoever speaks, as 
one who utters oracles of God; whoever 
renders service, as one who renders it by 
the strength God supplies; in order that 
in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ ( 1 Pet. 4:10, 11). 

The bishop also is a steward and as God's 
"steward" must be blameless (Tit. 1 :7). 

The special type of stewardship of the 
preacher is a stewardship of the word. 
Paul speaks of himself and his associates: 
"This is how one should regard us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Plan of Salvation 
DANNY ANDRE DIXON 

In chains Apostle Paul and Silas sit. 
The stocks upon their feet yet hold 

them fast. 
No tears of grief do now their faces wet. 
'Tis praising-prayer and song-from 

their hearts cast. 
'Tis joyful light midst prison wall that 

let 
No light of day shine through-not now 

nor past. 
Lo! Earthquake looses bonds of all there 

held! 
And jailer roused from sleep would take 
his life. 
"Stay! Do thyself no harm, for all are 

here!" 
(A Roman watch asleep must suffer 

strife): 
"Then, sirs, proclaim my course that I 

might live!" 
(Is rescue from Rome's sword now his 

desire, 
Or rescue from the terror of One higher? 
No matter! They his captors know his 

need): 
"Put trust in Jesus, saving thus receive." 

There was a time, particularly during 
our more polemical days at the turn of 
the century, when our champions of the 
faith stood boldly and defended the plan 
of salvation with a logic that frustrated 
those who differed with us and would say 
so publicly. Categorically simplified to 
make the point was the "Five-Step Plan 
of Salvation" popularized in frontier days 
in the familiar "Five-Finger Exercise" 
with a command for each digit extended. 

This approach to salvation, so simply 
stated, adequately served to convert a 
society that grew up knowing of the One 
in whom to believe. It adequately served 
a society that felt a sense of guilt for 
sin that evoked conviction unto repen
tance. And it was not unreasonable to 
expect hearers to confess, "I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God," and be 
baptized to wash their sins away. 

Times are different now. Not as many 
are as "indoctrinated" in even the most 
basic facts of Jesus. Only rarely does the 
public get a chance to witness a dis
cussion of religious matters that is not 
adulterated by so-called T.V. evangelists. 
(Few of these or others would care to 
defend their creeds on the polemic plat
form). Perhaps times now call for a dif
ferent, though not new, approach to 
evangelism. If asked, "What must I do 
to be saved?" it is certain that no first
century proclaimer of truth declared (as 
this writer heard a young mouth recite 
in rhythmical conditioned reflex tone not 
two evenings ago), "You have to hear, be
lieve, repent, confess and be baptized!" 

Is it not yet time to show (as the first 
Christians did) a meaningful concept of 
salvation to those who would hear? 
It is certainly time to stop teaching our 
children catechismal responses to such 
questions as "What must I do to be 
saved," and certainly so if they do not 
understand the significance of the "Five 

8 [568] 

Steps" (which this writer does not find 
to be a totally obsolete approach). Is it 
not yet time to show those we have op
portunity to share the gospel with that 
salvation is not so much a set of steps to 
take as much as it is a response to make 
to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ? 

In outlining this to those alien sinners 
who know that there is sin in their lives, 
can we not show them that were Jesus 
to stand beside them, they could not claim 
to be as pure as he is? Can we not show 
them that Jesus, not wanting us to suffer 
the consequences of our sin, was willing to 
suffer in place of us? Can we not show 
them that receiving the truth that his 
death satisfies God and makes them proper 
candidates to become children of God?. 
Can we not then show them that God de
mands a physical response in the act of 
baptism that pictures a sharing in Jesus' 
death for us that culminates in a resur
rection to live a new life? Can we not 
show them that it is a response portraying 
death to the old sinful existence, and at 
that point one is saved through Christ's 
resurrection? 

When honest men see their need and 
learn what is their response to a Savior 
who meets their needs, they will gladly 
confess Jesus as Lord and obey in bap
tism to be saved. And this obedience of 
faith-this response to the love of a 
Savior-will mean much more than a cold 
set of steps to follow. 

P. 0. Box 1672, Fort Stockton, TX 79735 
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The Day the Pope Came to Belo 
GLOVER SHIPP 

Belo Horizonte, Brazil-July 1, 1980 
was a day of brilliant blue sky. From day
break on the crowds congregated along 
the entire processional route of twenty 
kilometers. Officials estimated that two 
million people were on the streets, to pay 
homage to Pope John II, as he passed by 
in a specially built open vehicle. Thou
sands of doves were released, tons of con
fetti tossed from downtown skyscrapers 
and countless flags, many of them in the 
papal colors, were wildly waved. 

Of this great number, 700,000 were 
packed into a large new plaza, at the foot 
of Belo's major mountain range, facing 
an imposing seventy-story altar and po
dium, where the Pope would celebrate a 
special mass, receive extravagant words of 
praise from civic and religious authorities, 
as well as receiving dozens of expensive 
gifts, including a solid brick of gold from 
a local mine. He would also give a dis
course on human rights, dedicating it to 
the youth of Brazil. The more than two
hour program would also feature several 
traditional Catholic hymns, liturgies and 
Bible readings. 

At the end of the mass, with the prin
ciple avenue of the city packed with peo
ple, as far as the eye could see, the leader 
of the world's eight hundred rniiiion Cath
olics was taken to the local archbishop's 
palace, for certain "housekeeping" ses-

Persona II DWIGHT WHITSETT 

I sat in one of those big throne-like 
chairs for the last song before getting up 
to preach and looked out over the sea 
of faces. Young, old, male, female, child, 
parent, grandparent ... what a varied 
group makes up a congregation of God's 
people! As the song was announced, I 
wondered, "What have these people been 
doing with their lives this past week?" 
And then, as we stood to sing, it occurred 
to me that most of what they have done 
for Jesus has nothing to do with plans 
and programs initiated and sponsored by 
the local church. Most of what we do for 
Jesus is marked: PERSONAL! 

We organize for visiting, bussing, teach
ing, evangelizing, socializing, advertisin(! 
and helping those in need. Every active 
congregation has programs that help see 
to it that work is done. Ideally, programs 
raise the level of member-involvement. I 
like programs. But, I don't need a pro
gram for that part of my Christian in
volvement marked: PERSONAL! 

The English spell it like this: pro
gramme. Notice the difference? The dif
ference is ME on the end . . . the part 
that needs to be involved in the organized 
work of the church. Yes, I need programs 
... but not to send a card to someone who 
needs to know I care. I don't need a pro
gram for the prayer I offer in the room 
or home of the infirm ... the loving visit 
to the lonely . . . the food supplied to the 
hungry . . . the encouraging word to the 
troubled ... the gospel to the lost fellow
worker . . the prayer with the stumbling 
b~other ?r sister . . . the smiles, hugs, 
wmks, kisses and touches for the wife of 
my youth . . . all this is in the name of 
Jesus. 

"And whatever you do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus 
giving thanks through Him to God th~ 
Father." 

Most of that will be marked: PERSONAL! 
Box 474, Andrews, TX 79714 

sions, flying on later that day to Rio 
de Janeiro. 

The Pope's itinerary included all of th·~ 
major cities of Brazil, as weii as the 
shrine of her patron "saint," Our Lady of 
Aparecida, all in thirteen day. This was 
considered by Vatican officials a crucial 
journey, for it is the first time that a 
Pontiff has ever visited Br3zil, the world's 
largest Catholic nation, with some ninety 
to a hundred million "faithful." 

Never before had there occurred in Belo 
such a pilgrimage, with thousands of bus
loads of devout and curious corning from 
other cities to the capital, for these few 
hours. All of this, to honor a man who 
several times publicly confessed his own 
weaknesses. The Vice-president of the re
public, the governor of the state, the 
mayor, leading generals and other officials 
submitted to him, bowing and kissing his 
ring. The three local archbishops outdid 
themselves to honor their chief, calling 
him Holy F'.At'her. Pontiff. Figoh Priest, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Delegate Reports on Family Conference 
JOANN HALL 

"I am grateful for the opportunity to 
represent this area and the state of Texas 
at this conference. The discussion groups 
I attended clearly show that American 
families are under great economic, social 
and moral stresses. It was my hope that 
these issues could be tackled in a positive 
constructive manner. What I saw accom
plished at this conference is not only dis
heartening but I believe it will be most 
destructive to traditional families as we 
know them," Mrs. Hall said. 

Mrs. Hall went on to explain that reso
lutions supporting homosexual "mar
riages," women's lib, feminism, the Equal 
Rights Amendment, and expanded govern
ment bureaucracy were passed. I am con
vinced the above issues do not represent 
the attitudes and wishes of most East 
Texans." 

Texas, more than any other state, pro
vided opportunity for the most wide
spread participation by its citizens and 
therefore the majority of the Texas dele
gation selected believed in traditional 
family values. The ten top issues in the 
Texas Report were: 

1. Maintain the traditional family defini
tion as opposed to expanding it to in
clude homosexuality and cohabitation. 

2. ProLife (against abortion). 
3. Opposed to Government intrusion 

into the family. 
4. Inflation. 
5. Opposed to the ERA. 
6. Opposed to Government sponsored 

sex education in the schools. 
7. Concern about education. 
8. Opposed to Government controlled 

Child Care. 
9. Opposed to Secular Humanism. 
10. Concern about declining morals. 
"None of these real issues of concern 

to American familes came out of the Los 
Angeles conference. However, there were 
some resolutions forthcoming that all the 
delegates could support, namely: 

1. Provide tax credit for home care of 
the elderly or infirm. 

2. Eliminate inheritance tax on assets 
passing to family members. 

3. Strengthen private sector by tax in
centives for charitable giving. 

4. Discourage glorification of drugs and 
alcohol through television media. 

5. Continue to investigate the pornog
raphy industry and take legal steps to 

Editor's Note: Mrs. Joann Hall, a Chris
tian wife and mother, of Jasper was se
lected by Governor Clements as one of 78 
delegates from Texas to attend the White 
House Conference on Families ·(WHCF) 
held in Los Angeles, Calif. July 10-12. Of 
the 613 voting delegates, 85 were elected, 
75 chosen by lottery, 348 were Governor 
appointees and 105 were appointed by 
President Carter. The conference was 
funded with 3 million dollars from the 
Department of Health and Welfare. This 
news report to the Jasper newspaper is 
of interest to Christians everywhere. 

reduce this plague-especially where chil
dren are involved. 

6. Insure that TV networks are urged 
to offer less sensationalism and provide 
more programs emphasizing morality and 
positive family relationships. The Texas 
delegation elected Mrs. Margaret Baillar
geon, a pro-family delegate from Dallas 
as the Texas representative on the Na
tional Task Force which is to meet in 
Washington August 17 to compile the 
recommendations from all three confer
ences; Baltimore, Minneapolis, and Los 
Angeles which were held this summer. 
That report will then be presented to Pres
ident Carter who then will present it to 
Congress for appropriate action," Mrs. 
Hall said. 

"But the rocommendation that resulted 
from the Los Angeles Conference, if in
deed they are acted upon by Congress, 
will serve only to aggravate the economic 
and social problems of American fam
ilies, while offering little real help. 

Part of the problem is that the recom
mendations reflect the over-representa
tion of social service professionals, federal 
employees, and bureaucrats who have n 
vested interest in increased government 
spending. But deficit spending 'by the 
government is the No. 1 cause of inflation, 
and inflation is the No. 1 threat to the 
economic well-being of families. The 
WHCF did not recognize the relationship 
between government spending, inflation, 
and the economic problems of families. 

The entire Conference was based on the 
presumption that government can or 
should "do something" to strengthen fam
ily relationships. But this notion, and all 
recommendations that will flow from it, 
conflicts sharply with our perception of 
the actual needs of families, with regard 
to government, which are really quite 
simple: 1) Necessary goverment services 
should help the intended beneficiaries 
more than the providers of the services; 
and 2) We need relief from excessive 
government-imposed burdens, such as 
taxation, over-regulation, and inflation," 
Mrs. Hall continued. 

Mr. Gordon Jones, a participant in the 
Virginia WHCF pointed out in a detailed 
letter, 102 of the specific recommenda
tions drawn from the Virginia WHCF Task 
Force language called for expanded pro
grams, higher direct taxes, or higher 
prices because of additional burdens placed 
on private enterprise. Just 11 of the reso
lutions called for economic relief. Mr. Gor
don goes on to say: 

"Another thing we recognize is that the 
burden of taxation and inflation is now 
unbearable. As individuals and families 
we can find ways to overcome our per
sonal problems--what we can't figure out 
is a legal way to elude the tax man." Cong. 
Record, May 9, 1980. S5017. 

Mrs. Hall adds that "Families continue 
to suffer from many problems today. 
Spouse abuse is increasing, more teenagers 
than ever before are getting pregnant, 
abortions are on the rise, venereal disease 

is rampant, old people are neglected or 
abandoned, and can't pay their utility 
bills. And what are the "solutions" of
fered by Washington? More legislation to 
pit wife against husband or husband 
against wife; more sex education at an 
earlier age, contraceptives to minors with
out parental knowledge or consent, ex
pensive government programs to fulfill 
the roles parents once played toward 
their children-and children toward their 
aged parents; and ill-advised energy allo
cation and regulation plans which de
creases the supply of fuel and drive up 
the price. 

The personal problems of families, in
cluding irresponsibility between spouses 
and children, neglect, infidelity, and di
vorce, are beyond the power of govern
ment to resolve. The danger is that in its 
bureaucratic attempts to solve the myriad 
personal problems of families, government 
will succeed only in making the problem 
worse. 

Our job to preserve the traditional fam
ily has just begun! I felt compelled to 
come home and alert the people of East 
Texas to the fact that the very existence 
of the American family ia being threat
ened-not by a foreign enemy, but by our 
own government," emphasized Mrs. Hall. 

"Many of you who read this article 
might be asking yourselves, 'What can I 
do?' That can best be answered by another 
question which is the title of an article 
written by Glenn R. Phillips of Holly
wood, California," Mrs. Hall suggests. 

Who am I? 
I am used regularly and often. I hold 

the fate of men and nations in my hands. 
I am used, misused and often neglected. 

Politicia.n harangue about me and 
preachers preach about me, but I am 
almost dumb-speaking only when spoken 
to. ' 

When I do speak, I am like a phono-
graph. I repeat only what has been put 
within me. I am always sure of an audi
ence. Brokers stop in their mad whirl of 
the stock exchange. Wall street waits with 
abated breath to hear what I repeat. I 
am relayed by the flying sparks of the 
wireless, up and out. 

Ships at sea take down my message. 
Kings and emperors hear me in silence. 
I may be the voice of godliness. I may 
be the whisper of evil. Pride and passion 
and prejudice, power and revenge all speak 
to me and through me. 

Men tell me their innermost secrets 
because they know I do not betray them. 
I am a sword, two edged. I am saddened 
because so many neglect to speak to me. 
So many good people forget me. They 
pass me by saying "Oh, there are others, 
and what I say will not go far anyhow
besides, it is only 'dirty politics'. 

I am saddened because I want to speak 
the truth and righteousness and goodness, 
but, how can I when truth, righteousness 
and goodness are not spoken to me? I am 
your enemy, your friend, your master, 
your servant. I am your patriotism, your 
love of God and country. I am your char
acter, your destiny-as you will. Who 
am I? 

I am the Ballot Box. 
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THE AFTERMATH OF 
HURRICANE ALLEN 

Guy Orbison, J r . 

As the coordinates for Hurricane Allen 
continued to indicate that his landfall 
would be at the mouth of the Rio Grande 
River, South Texas began boarding up for 
what was being called the greatest storm 
to enter the Gulf waters. The Brownsville 
Weather Burea u received from Florida 
an awesome warning concerning Allen. 
The weather bureau issued the frightening 
statement concerning the destructive pow
er of Allen who had sustaining winds at 
185 mph. on Saturday, August 9. Fi
nally, one advisory came that sent chills 
through many : " . . . windows will be 
blown out ... roofs will be lifted off .. . 
may God help us!" 

The weather bureau knew the destruc-

tive powet· of this storm and someone 
there obviously knew that nothing could 
st op it but God, Himself. And stop it He 
did. The storm stalled some 20 miles off 
the coastland for several hours, then eased 
his way up the coast toward sparsely 
populated areas, inched h is way onto l and 
and blew himself out. 

We have received several calls from our 
bt·ethren to the North who wish to send 
us aid if needed. We are grateful for this 
expression of love and concern, but our 
damage was minimal and we are able to 
handle any relief. 

We have learned that the Windsor Park 
church building in Corpus Christi suffered 
some damage and the steeple was removed 
from our building here in Brownsville. 

I was allowed to enter South Padre Is
land today and to take a few pictures of 
the situation there. These will be printed 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

in our next issue of t he Valley-Wide 
Christian Newspape1· (September edition). 
Any who might be interested in r eceiving 
this issue may send their requests to me 
at: P. 0 . Box 2175, Brownsville, Tex. 
78520. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Matu ring 6 to 7 Years 
S50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7% to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

Central Ohio School for Preachers and Teachers 
1980 Lectures 

Sunday, October 5 

11:00 A.M. What is The Faith? 
- James 0 . Baird 

3:00 P.M . Wha t is a Cha llenge? 
- /ames 0. Baird 

Monday, October 6 

9:00 A.M. The 70 A.D Doctrine 
-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 

10:00 A.M. Ignorance 
- /.D. Thomas 

11:00 A.M. Modernism 
-Roy Deaver 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Modern is m 
- Roy Deaver 

2:30 P.M. Atheism 
- Thomas Warren 

3:30 P.M. Non-Cooperatove Sporit 
- /.D. Thomas 

7:00 P.M. Agnosti cs 
- Thomas Warren 

"Challenges to The Faith From:" 
October S-8 

8:00 P.M. Emotionalism 
-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 

Tuesday, October 7 

9:00A.M. Ritualism 
-John Waddey 

10:00 A.M. Entertaonment Industry 
- Thomas Eaves 

11:00 A.M. Public Education 
-John Waddey 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Textual Perversoons 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

2:30 P.M. Pha risaism 
- Rex Turner. Sr. 

3:30 P.M. Mass Media 
- Thomas Eaves 

7:00 P.M. Materoalism 
- Rex Turner, Sr. 

8:00 P.M. Cultism 
- Robert Taylor, Jr. 

Reserva tions for Housing - (614) 491-5777 

Wednesday, October 8 

9:00 A.M. Denominational Spirit 
-James Maxwell 

10:00 A.M . Apathy 
- /. Noel Merideth 

11 :00 A.M. lslamism 
- }ames Maxwell 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Commun ism 
-P.O. Wilmeth 

2:30 P.M. Grace vs. Law Doctrine 
-Goebel Music 

3:30 P.M. " Band Wagon" Spi rit 
-/. Noel Merideth 

7:00 P.M. Humanism 
-Goebel Music 

8:00 P.M. Civil Govern ment 
-P.O. Wilmeth 

David Holland 
Director 

Williams Rd. Church of Christ • 1140 Williams Rd. • Columbus, Ohio 
10 [570] FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 2, 1980 



COMPLAINING-AN UNNECESSARY 
EVIL 

(Continued from page 4) 
also against God Himself? God took care 
of the complaint made by the Israelites 
to prove that He was the Lord of all, but 
that does not mean He was pleased with 
their murmurings. 

Christ condemns judging and complain
ing about other people. In Matthew 7:5 
He says, "You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother's eye." (NIV) Therefore we 
can see that complaining is displeasing to 
God not only in the Old Testament, which 
was written for our admonition and learn
ing but also in the New Testament-our 
guide to salvation. 

Complaining is not totally wrong de
pending on the reason of the complaint. 
Showing dissatisfaction at times can be jus
tified. Complaints made to police for safety 
reasons or dissatisfaction with a product 
are legit imate complaints. 

Let's try to differentiate between legi
timate murmurings and nonlegitimate. 
Before one makes a complaint, let these 
thoughts pass through your mind. 

1. Is the person I am complaining about 
someone I do not like and just a victim 
of my sarcasm? In your mind, put one of 
vour good friends in t he victim's spot and 
compare. Make sure you are not making 
the statement just because you do not 
particularly like that person. 

2. I s the person you are complaining to 
capable of doing anyth ing about the situa
t ion? If not, there is no need to complain 
to them. You might have a bad influence 
on that person. By making him think evil 
of another just because you have differ
ences with someone is not pleasing to God. 
If you must complain, talk to someone who 
can do something about it. 

3. Make the complaint with concern and 

with an open mind. When we care about 
t he person we are displeased with we will 
be willing to hear their s ide. Not only 
to hear it, but to be willing to see their 
view and work things out. 

One main thing to remember is to think 
before you complain. Don't just talk off 
of the top of your head without really, 
deep-down th inking . Say to yourself, 
"Would Christ gripe about what I am 
about to?" If the answer to this is "no," 
then there is no need for us to say any
thing . Remember, complaining can be a 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or 1nore 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12o/o or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to : 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

School Teachers Wanted 
FIRST GRADE 

To Work in the Growing Christian School Ministry 
Details: los Angeles Area 

First Grade 
Small Classes 
Christian Family Working Conditions 
Base Pay $759./Month Plus Benefits 

Qualifications: Active Church of Christ Membership 
love Children 
Credential or Previous Experience 

Sonrise Christian School 
3510 Ba ldwin Park ntvd., Ba ldwin Park , Ca. 

Phone (213) 960-2316 

sin and sin is what keeps us from spend
ing eternity in Heaven. 

Dana Eubanks 
Route 2, Box 128H 
Selmer, Tenn. 38375 

Furniture for the Church 
Quality Products !or the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Plea..se write o r ca ll !or tree catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
[', 0. Dx 8300 Ed W ilBon 
Wneo, Texn • 7&710 (817) 772-1104 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP 
HEALTH PLAN 

For employees of churches of 
Christ & related institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
NO HEALTH QUESTIONS 

TWO PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

lf7 rite or call for i11/ormatiotz 

BILL MINICK & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 8779 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/535-1801 817 / 429·1403 

Goste\ 
Meettn9 

Sept. 21-25 
Theme: "The Joyful Sound" 

Truman Spring 
evangelist 

Special Event! 
Homecoming. All former 
members of the Sharpstown 
Church of Christ. and their 
guests, are invited to cele
brate our 20th anniversary 
by attending a dinner on 
the grounds following the 
morning worship hour on 
September 21 . If you need 
lodging, please contact us 
at the address listed below. 

SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Bible classes . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m. 

Worship . .... . .. . . ..... 10:30 a.m. 
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Thursday . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m. 

Sharpstown Church of Christ 
8405 Bonhomme Rd., Houston, Texas 77074 

(across trom Sharpstown High School) 
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THE DAY THE POPE CAME TO BELO 

(Cont inued f rom page 8) 
successor of Peter, Vicar of Christ, Chief 
Shepherd, etc. Reporters sought the most 
emotional and eloquent phrases, to glorify 
t he name of Card inal Karol Wojtaya, 
now the " infallible" head of the ch urch. 
In the local papers the next day he was 
eulogized as the "brilliant, charismatic 
helmsman of St. Peter's ship." 

There is no doubt at all that this man 
has charisma, that he is communicativl! 
and intelligent. He is also physica lly 
tough, to endure an eighteen-hour day, 
most of i t on his f eet, as he did on that 
and subsequent days. To indicate his na
t ure, he spent long months learning Por
tuguese, giving all of his speeches, prayers 
and liturgies, in a very passable way, in 
that language. 

Imagine, then, the thoughts of our little 
missionary team, as it witnessed the mas
sive, S!'Jontaneous tributes to John Paul II: 
"King, k ing, king, the Pope is our only 
king!" "The Pope is our Christ!" "Long 
Live the Pope !" Imagine our frustration, 
as we hear d people declare, "If I could 
only touch him, I know I would be cured !" 
We wanted to shout, "Wait, wait, don't 
call a mere man your Father , your king, 
your Christ. Don't fall at his feet. Don't 
worsh ip him ... " 

It was painfully obvious to us that 
Catholicism is far from dead. Her e in 
Brazil, a t least, t his visit is uniting the 
church as it has not been uni ted in gen
erations. These few short hours demon
strated to us that, in a material sense, at 
least, the Catholic Church is indeed uni
versal. All of t he five to s ix hundred 
members of the Lord's church in Belo 
could easily have f itted within th e great 
altar erected for the occasion. All of us, 
in all of Brazil, would have been almost 
invisible in t he midst of the multit udes 
who gathered in each maior city to do 
honor a nd worship to the Pope. 

We realized, w ith a shudder, that we 
are in t he midst of an awesome struggle 
against principalities and powers of this 
world, parading in the rich garments of 
religious leaders. But the truth still stands 
and we must stand with it. As far as we 
know, not a s ingle faithfu l Christian fell 
to this noisy, impressively g li ttering day 
.in Belo, nor did he bow the knee t o the 
ma n being aff irmed by Catholic leader s 
as "the very presence of Christ in our 
midst." 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh , pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large corton-<JII carefully sealed sa 
it will keep indefinitely. Eve ry congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, e ach, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation P ublishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Pra y with us for courage, to stand as 
the prophets of old, proclaiming t he truth 
of God's word on the subject of the P ope 
and his "TRADITIONS," at the moment 
a dangerous topic to mention here in 
Brazil. 
CaL·..:a Postal 1514, 30.000 Belo Hori
zonte, Brazil 

GREEK WORD STUDIES ON T HE 
FUNCTION AND AUTHORIT Y 

OF PREACHERS (1) 
(Continued from page 7) 

mysteries of God. Moreover it is r equired 
of stewards that they be found faithful" 
( [pistos, cf. Lk. 16 :10) 1 Cor. 4:1, 2). 
The steward has .been entrusted with n 
teaching that he has no righ t to modify, 
for which he must give a strict account 
unto his master. 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

(More Next Week) 

ABE MARTIN - EVANGELIST, 1000 N. 
THOMAS, APT. 127, CLOVIS, N. MEXICO 
88101-Pho. 1·505·76n449 
After some 30 years preaching in 8 States and 
Central America, my desire is to fill preaching 
engagements on Sundays, wi thin driving dis
tance of Clovis. 

Also, will be seeking short evangelistic meet
ings. 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
12% ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

Th1s adverusement as ne1ther an otter to seU nor a soiiC•Iahon of otters to buy any ot these bonds 
The offenng is made only by the Prospectus 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- {214) 270-7583 
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Elders and preachers! 

"How much 
building-debt can 
your congregation 

afford? 
without ruining your regular church programs?" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

Mail this coupon today for a free cassette 
with answers to this and other questions about 
church financing! 
An oversized, unmanageable building debt is one of the 
problems that can wreck your whole church budget. 
What are the others, and how do you avoid them? 
Affiliated Managers, Inc., which has been serving 
churches of Christ exclusively for over 20 years gives 
you answers in this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. ~ffiliatedManagers~~----------------

1 
5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 FF-B0-9 • Over I ,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 

benefited from Affiliated services. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
financing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new 
I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis
j cusses problems we should avoid . 

I Name/ individual 

I Address/Church 

I Cil 

I Function in congregation 

I 
I Telephone 

L:: ________ __ 

13 [573) 



RETURNING TO MINNESOTA 
My family and I went to Minnesota the 

first t ime in 1944. At that time there were 
only 19 members of the church in the 
s tate. We stayed in Minnesota for 19 
years and built three self-supporting 
churches in the Twin Cities. 

When we left the state in 1963 there 
were over 600 members meeting in 14 
places. We have been gone from the state 
17 years and now there are about 1400 
m embers m eeting in 23 places. 

During the las t seventeen years I have 
been busy preaching in Arizona, Califor
nia and Texas. 

This fa ll we are returning to Minnesota 
to work with the Richfield congregation. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

This was the last of the three congrega
tions we built in the Twin Cities, and now 
they have 176 members . Our new address 
will be: 7314 Humboldt Ave., So., Rich
field, Minn. 55423. -Harvey Childress 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CH ILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

.,. ·r 

New Study Book 
for Ladies 
Bible Classes 

Applied 
Christianity 
by Katherine Price 

Practical, every day, 
twentieth century con
cerns form the basis ol 

this thirteen lesson study book. 

... ... ...... 

Such themes as Benevolence, How to Treat 
Newcomers, The Fine Art of Letter Writing, How 
to Deal With the Elderly, Hospital Work, Secre· 
tarial Work, Home Keeping, and many others 
make this a valuable study book. 

Order from: 
$2.50 Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Per Copy or your favorate book store 

Plus 70f. Postage & Handling 
Texas Residents add 5% Sales Tax 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 

\ ............ ____ .._...__.... ___ ·-----·.-.-.---.--......-..--.__... ........... __ ,..,...._ .......... 1 

~ PLANNING TO BUILD? ~ 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 19th year of successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in pl9.nning toward construction of cyour n~ building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
1 2811 Columbine Plnce P . 0. Box 40289 [ 
~ (615) 388-2318 Nashville, Tennessee 87204 l 
, ~ 
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,..---·-----·--------.------------------....,..., 
Introducing 

Year of Promise- 1980-81 
Larry Roberts, President 
Year of Promise has been chosen as the theme of Nort heastern 

Christian Junio r College's 1980-81 program, my first year of service as 
president. I view my initia l responsibility as that of continuing the ideals and 
commitments upon which North eastern was founded 21 years ago. 
Secondly, I accept the challenge of seeking new avenues for the future 
development of the college for greater service to Christian young people and 
to the cause of Christ in this a rea. 

I believe that the worthiness of Northeastern's mission has been proven 
and I am confident that Northeastern has unlimited potential. NCJC alumni, 
trained in the Northeast for the Northeast, are contributing significantly to 
the growth of the c hurch throughout this vast mission area, the nation, and 
the world. 

I am encouraged by the growing interest in the Northeastern mission 
field among our brotherhood. I solicit your concern, your prayers, and your 
support during 1980-81 for Northeastern 's Year of Promise. 

NORTHEASTERN 
CHRISTIAN JUNIOR 

COLLEGE 
1860 MONTGOMERY AVENUE VILLANOVA, PENNSYLVAN IA 19085 

Larry Roberts 
President 

Dr. John M. Barton 
Vice President 

Dr. Charles F. Myer, Jr. 
Academic Dean 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 2, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed espec:lall7 to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00~P-.M.~--:---:--:-------

DENViR. COLORADO 8022S 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd, (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1 tSOO Dublin Road 

Plea•autou, Callfoi'Dia 84G80 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSH'iP"ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May1 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawah 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We wlll contact 
them. 
SERM"""o'""N"""'S=--"F~R=o=M::--:::S:::U=N,-:.S=:E~T=-o-n--:9~0-m-:in-u-:te~ca-ss-e-::tte7'" 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paal Harper, 473-8228. 
R~EL~I~G=I,...,O""'U=s,........,B=-o=-o=KS=--=BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Raston, LA. 71270. 
ttlouterre,.., M•xleot Ave. Fuudlelouea 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
-----~TDWEISOFTHE:ESSENC~E~-----
WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
onmnize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptability essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ, 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR '12143. 
AUTOS FOR SALE. The following vehicles are 
available at these prices: Jeeps-$59.50: Cars
$48.00; Trucks--$89.00. Call far information (602) 
941-8026, Ext. 566. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311, 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where :vou worship. SoeedY service, 
reasonable price. Send for informatlon -and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ. Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
FOR SALE-48 17l!.J foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium darK" finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
Minister Avallable-17 years of preaching experience, 
sound in the faith. Wish to locate with congregation 
which has vision and a mind to launch out and share 
their faith and love with others. 45 years of age 
with family. Contact Charles W. Freeman, 13 
Auburndale Drive, Asheville, North Carolina 28806. 
Phone 704-667-4891.,.......,~......,___,-..,.,--="='""==--==
BREWER;-MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister availabl~geSl, married;-three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking io work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (612) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies, Write 
for free catalog ar price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75501 (214) 
832-5624. 
Minister needed by Pecan Park Church of Christ. 
Houston Texas who can sneak Spanish and En
glish languages fluently. Needed immediately to 
wark in area where 60% Spanish speaking people. 
Please call Louie A. Nowlin, Sr., 713-649-1202 
Office, 713-331-3629 Home. Carl Kaylor 713-926-2812. 

TEACHERSNEEDED. 
Math-must be certified in secondary math. Boys' 
P. E. and Coach. Must be active member of the 
church of Christ. Contact Lea Wheeler, Corpus 
Christi Christian School, 8101 McArdle, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 78416. 
Auburn Ch::u=rc::.,h....:.=o.;,f:..:C:,:,h=-r"""'i-st--..,..is--=-in-n-eed--=-o-cf:--a-p-re-a-c'h-er-. 
Prefer mature preacher with pulpit and personal 
work experience. This area has great potential in 
a rapid growing community. Contact one of the 
following: L. Riley-916-885-3063. J. Taylor-916-
269-1284 or P. B. Hoskins-916-823-8062. Send all 
correspondence to: Church of Christ. P.O. Box 571, 
Auburn, CA 95603. 
Seeking a Christi:.:.a_n_m_a_n_o_r_c_o_u_p';"'le-:to:--s-er":"v":"e--:as:-:: 
custodians far the Windsor Park Church of Christ, 
4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78411. 
Prefer someone who is on a pension or some addi
tional source of income. Write in care of Ken 
Mayfield. 
Crossroads Christian School is In need of a high 
school teacher with a particular emphasis in Science 
and/or Math. Alpha/Omega curriculum. Send 
resume to: Bob Bickle, Crossroads Christian School, 
620 Oregon Way, Longview, Wa. 986_32-'.'-----
EVA.NMVIJ,LE. IND •• 220C' E. Mo1'5mD Ave .. 
U.M. 480 F!n1d Onnn•df• K-Hart. Offlet! 4'1'1'· 
52'T1. Robby Wnde. Min, 47'6-40S6. 
W'R REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
}Pother samples nnrl prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2486. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Wanted: full ti.-'-m-e_p_re_a_c-;h-e-r~fo-r--;:N;-o-.-;;C~al"lf.-.--.:church 
without elders. 3 bedroom home plus utilities fur
nished, salary & ins. negotiable. Send resume. edu
cation, referencs, etc. to Church of Christ. 401 Fir 
St., Vacavill~. Ca. 96688. 
Preacher available:... • ...:;..;;..a.;..;g;;..;e~27=-.-m-a-r-r';"'ie'r1;-. -n-o-c1h:o.ildren. 
Graduate of F-HC with BS in Bible. Have full 
time preaching, campaign, personal wark, radio ex
perience. Lookinll for ennvregatlon truly wanting to 
grow. Prefer el<lers. Will S"nd resume and ref
erences. Write: James Pat Kellv. Rt. 3. Box 186. 
Clinton, S.C. 29326, Phone: (803) 833-2490. 
Preacher wanted-forchurch in small community. 
House and utilities furnished. Some additional sup
port might be neerled. Call: (512) 489-2Sl82 or 
4R9-2387. Write: Briggs Church of Christ, Box 64. 
Briggs, Tx. 7860 • .::8:.:.·------------
CHTffiCH 'BUSEB-New-Nearlv New-Used. 
2!l Y~>RrR RxpPrfE>nt>e fn huA tranAportAtfnn. 
STTPERTO'R COACH SALF.S OF TEXAR. 
TNC.. 3909 E. OvPrton Rd., Dalla.!S', TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 
WnRhlnsr:ton, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital. Church of Christ. ttl 
F.R Rt Braddock Rd., A lexandrla. Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 838-3083 or 9'11-414'1. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
FOR SALE: 2 1977 16 pass. Maxivans, A/C, Radio, 
PS. PB. $4.750. Also 1970 Ford 60 pass. bus $2600. 
( 507) 625-3533 or 387-7247. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valle7 Church of 
Chrl•t. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ,, OU W. 28th St. Sunda7-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE. and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.o. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones--(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedonm, 
Ariz. 86340. 
HELP NEE::.D=E;:;:D:-,-,;-;v-ri:-:te-,--=T=-ea---=ch,.-A::--:P::-:ri,...so-n-e-r-, -co-n-:-tac---,t 
Joyce M. Davis, 427 W. River N, Elyira, Ohio 44035, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit, Mich. 48216. 
Minister available:-Sixty years old, over 16 years 
experience including 27 months in Central Ameri
can mission work. Full financial support not es
sential. Ralph Jones, 2722 San Antonio St., San 
Angelo, Texas 76901. Phone 915-949-7783. 
PREACHER-wANTED:" Congregationof ~ 
S yrs. old, elders and deacons. Like to have pulpit 
filled full time in 1980. Town of 4000, surrounded 
by cities of 300,000. Can furnish approx. $225.00 
per wk. Plan to be self supporting by 1982. Will 
need good references. Only evangelistic minded 
preacher need call. Call (309) 792-2074 or (809) 
799-7208. Write Church of Christ, 8819 Knoxville 
Rd., Milan, Illinois 61264. 

MINISTER WANTED 
Small congregation would like a full-time minister 
for pulpit and community evangelism. Will work 
with current campus minister at the U. of Conn, 
Experience preferred. No eldership. Full support. 
Contact Church of Christ. P.O. Box 285, Storrs, 
Conn. 06268. (203) 429-0625. 
Minister needed-: -'='M=-u-st.,.._...,b=-e-a'""=b-=-le-to:---:f,.-u-rn .. i,....s=-h-p-art~lal 
support. House, utilities, and 75.00 per week fur
nished. Boles Acres, Alamogordo, N.M. Contact 
Ken Davis, 505-437-6171 or Leo Jenkins 505-437-1813. 
FREE-VIDEO-CASSETTE MINISTRY -:-Many cable 
t.v. stations (and some commercial ones) are 
offering free air-time to churches. Take advantage 
of this opportunity by airing the "Churches of 
Christ Salute You." This 30 min. weekly program 
has aired on the Dallas-Ft. Worth NBC affillate 
for 6 yrs. The basic format is an interview over 
Biblical topics with Larry Keele, Wyatt Sawyer, 
and a guest. The programs are on individual 
%, " Scotch video-cassettes and are available at 
no charge to mission congregations. Others can 
contribute as they are able. First come, first serve I 
Write: "Churches of Christ Salute You," P.O. Box 
369, Euless, Texas 76039. 
Preacher available. 25 years experience mostly in 
mission field. Call N. E. Sewell at 501-449-6072 or 
816-296-3190. 
Wanted: P:O-art:------:-:ti,...m_e_Y_o_u-:th-:---d;-:i-rec--=-to-r--at::--;;D:-e•tw-o--od-; 
Church in Austin. Must be married. Call Howard .-' 
Stevens, 612-441-0222 after 5 p.m. · 
Wanted-Addressing equipment to handle 1,000 ad-
dresses to be used in mission field. Watertown --... 
Church of Christ, Box 1622, Watertown, S. Dakota, 
57201. 

MINISTER WANTED · 
Minister needed to work with the Lard's Church 
in Temple, Oklahoma. 3 bedroom brick home pro
vided. Contact A. B. Anderson, Box 296, Temple, 
Oklahoma 73568, phone (405) 342-6896. 
NOTICE-TO RETIRED -MINiSTERSt W_e_n_eed_y_o_u 
in a special ministry at Third and Central in 
Lovington, New Mexico: House and bills furnished 
• • • see story in this issue for more information ••• 
contact. Elders, P.O. Box 1316, zip.-88260 or phone 
506-396-5341. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 612/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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Congratulations to Bob Shepard, Church of Christ 
Bible Chair director and new chairman of West 

Texas State University Department of Bible. 

WftU has: 

5 Active Bible centers 
Conservative atmosphere 
Small classes - 18 to 1 studentJfaculty ratio 
Low cost - $1,800 per year (room, books, board, tuition) 
70 majorA and 120 quality programs 

0 

West Texas State University 
canyon, texas 
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THE SEVENTH ANNUAL JAIL/PRISON WORKSHOP was recently con· 
ductod in Huntsville, Toxas. Pictured here are a maiority of those from 9 
states who attended. This is tho only workshop of its kind among tho 
brethren. Roporh indicate that 11 very effective work is being dono in 
iails and prisons throughout the U. S. Next year's workshop will bo 
sponsored by tho Raytown, Mo. church. 

Austin, Texas, September 9, 1980 
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~Jiloria/ 

The 23rd Campus Ministers Seminar 

For 23 years now those who work on the college cam
puses of the land have been meeting annually for 
fellowship and a study of their mutual problems. We 
have been privileged to speak before the group before, 
and again thiS year in Baton Rouge. The South Baton 
Rouge ch~rch hosted the event, and Mike Fontenot, the 
very efficient campus minister on the LSU campus put 
the program together. 

We have always had an interest in what is ·being 
done to reach the secular campus with the gospel of 
Christ. In fact, G. H. P. Showalter, former editor of 
the FIRM FOUNDATION, took the lead in establish
ing the first "Bible Chair" ever conducted by the 
·churches of Christ, at the University of Texas in 1920. 
Charles ·H. Roberson was the first Director, and the 
budget for the entire operation was $200 per month, 
including the Director's salary. And so Bible teaching 
on the campus is 60 years old this summer. 

It was a number of years before the idea spread. In 
1927 A. R. Holton began such a work at the University 
of Oklahoma, and two years later L. R. Wilson began 
such a work at the University of Tennessee. From 
that beginning the work has multiplied until now the 
gospel is being taught on more than 125 university and 
college campuses. 

We sort of inherited the Firm Foundation's interest 
in campus. evangelism. When an organization by that 
name appeared on the scene we supported it. We still 
think it was a worthy effort. Mismanagement brought 
it criticism, and as is our custom, finally-crucifixion. 

We feel that we have unusual opportunity to impact 
the thinkers and decision makers of tomorrow while 
they are forming convictions by which they shall live 
for a lifetime. We would like to see churches near 
every college or university in the land become interested 
in a campus ministry. 

Just as with congregations, there are a few instances 
where they may not be doing the best work in the 
world, but in by far the greater number of them a 
really outstanding work is being done. It makes no more 
sense to throw a blanket indictment over them all be
cause of a few bad experiences than it makes to con
demn all congregations because a few split. These 
campus ministries deserve and should have the support 
of brethren.· 

Christian parents who opt to send their children to 
state schools need all the help they can get. Strike down 
the only thing that's there to provide young people 
with a spiritual haven on a secular campus and it is no 
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wonder we lose 90% of them. They are left with a heap 
of darkness with no light at all. 

The extreme value of ·a Campus Ministry is testified 
to best by those who have been assisted by them. 
Countless lives have been changed by these good works 
on University campuses. Souls have been saved, life 
philosophies have been completely changed, and hope 
has replaced despair in hundreds of lives. 

When Christian young people leave their home con
gregation .for an education in a distant university, they 
are more often than not forgotten by the very people 
who surrouded them during their youth and propped 
up their faith. They need someone on the campus who 
cares. Many of them go to state universities because 
the profession they have chosen is one in which they 
cannot get adequate training in any of our Christian 
colleges. Churches in University towns should take 
notice of the heavy responsibility they have to care 
for and minister to these young Christians who are 
visitors in their midst. 

Many young people do not develop spiritually while 
attending a state university simply because the church 
in the city does not furnish them the encouragement 
they need. Here is an opportunity to minister to our 
own and to prevent the loss of many of our brightest 
youngsters during their college years. There is hardly 
a campus in the U. S. on which there ·are no Christian 
young people. A campus ministry is a way, not only 
of reaching the lost; it is a way of seeing that. the 
saved do not get lost. 

The Fall session is upon us. Every congregation 
would do well if it would send the name of every stu
dent that goes out from it to the nearest church in the 
university city of the student's choice. Some of our 
young people get lost because their home congregation 
did not care enough to try to keep up with them. Most 
of us who live and work in university cities get the 
news of a student's presence on the campus long after 
it is too late to do much of anything with him or her. 
Church~s could stop much of· the college drain out by 
simply notifying brethren that the student has re
cently come into their area. The campus ministry is 
about the only help available in many cities. Let us 
not snuff out the one candle that is lit. 
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Does Our Brotherhood 

Need Evangelism Forums? 
GERALD PADEN 

Definitely yes! For such forums help us maintain a constant 
emphasis on our mission assignment. Without them we tend to 
drift into apathy toward mission work and thus lose contact 
with the motivation to evangelism. The result is a self
centeredness that is more a denial of Christianity than an 
expression of it. Since redemption is the heart, the core, the 
spirit and thrust of the cross of Christ, it must also be the 
same for the church-which is the fruit of the cross. 

Recently in a Church Growth Seminar in an Oklahoma town, 
a series of charts were presented to the congregation which 
showed their giving patterns and the patterns of distribution 
of the funds given. In Pie chart form their contribution dollar 
was sliced up into various emphases. The amount of each dollar 
spent on themselves (called: local operation) and on mission 
work was easily made evident. And since the span of time we 
covered in the study embraced the last ten years, then a definite 
trend in the pattern was discovered. The first five years, from 
1970 to 1974, showed 67% of each contribution dollar spent for 
the local congregation, and 26% for mission work. That left 
1% for benevolence. But from 1976 to 1979 the percentages 
were 78% for local operation, 17% for mission work and 
6% for benovelence. When 19-79 expenditures were charted, 
it was revealed that 86% was absorbed on the local operation, 
7% for bus ministry, which is local evangelism, 4% for mission 
work and 3% for benevolence. 

The evident trend is turning inward! And with this goes a 
loss of the altruistic spirit that is characteristic of Christianity. 
A growing self-centeredness is destructive to any individual 
or community of people. The gradual increase in perccentages 
spent on themselves was really so gradual that they were not 
even aware of it. From 67%, to 78% to 86% in a ten year span 
is really not so gradual AFTER ALL! But such increases 
automatically impose a decrease in other urgent areas of work 
-such as mission work. The .decrease is proportional, from 
28% to 17%, to 11%. 

What was really shocking in the study was the statement 
of one brother who asked to have a word with the group present. 
He used to chart their contribution and distribution patterns. 
With tears in his eyes he told the men: "I can remember just 
20 years ago over 60% of our contribution consistently went 
into mission work. And I am appalled to see it down to 10 or 11% 
now!" That confirmed the trend-for the ten years preceding 
our ten year study saw a loss of 60% of their mission budget! 
They went from over 50% down to 26% in ten years, and then 
the next ten years went from 26% down to· 11% In another 

8 to 10 years they will be out of mission work altogether-if 
the trend holds! 

Such patterns are not only unhealthy for the local congre
gation, it is also devastating to mission work. Missionaries 
seeking funds for the field receive a deaf ear-and that is bad. 
But what is worse, the lost of the world never get to bear 
the glorious gospel of salvation! 

Now, there is a question burning in my heart. And I just 
must ask it! Is the pattern in that Oklahoma church becoming 
our brotherhood pattern? If it is, then we are in trouble! And 
the lost are destined to remain such! Out of the dozens of 
church growth studies we have made, I must admit that there 
are more churches turning inward than outward. But I pray 
that such a negative report is due only to the limited research 
we have done on churches in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Louisiana and California. From other soundingboards for 
brotherhood trends, there seems to be a rebirth of mission 
emphasis in the church. At least there is yet hope that we can 
recover from the downward trend toward selfishness and move 
toward greater sacrificial involvement in mission work. 

So, back to our question: does our brotherhood need evangel
ism forums? I believe we need them desperately. Lest we become 
calloused in our mission and indifferent to the lost, we must 
be reminded seasonally of why we are here and what our task 
is! Every member of the church should make it his studied 
purpose to attend every such Forum. But he must not go just to 
be a "hearer, but a doer of the wor.d." 

In 2 Peter 1:12-13 the Apostle wrote: "I shall be ready 
always to put you in remembrance of these things, though you 
know them and are established in the truth . . . and I think it 
right to stir you up by putting you in remembrance .... "There 
is a principle here that we need. Those brethren already "knew 
the truth" and "were established in it," so why did Peter feel 
the need to write them again about those truths? He wrote to 
remind them of the truths they knew and accepted and thereby 
stirred them up to the practice of the truth. Without the con
stant reading of the Scriptures we forget the truths they 
contain and cease the practice of them. 

By way of application, most of our people know the com
mission and they also know we are under its assignment. But 
without constant "remembrance" of the assignment, and regular 

· Forums to "stir us up to the practice of the assignment" we 
forget and turn inward. And that is the quickest way to lose 
our identity as the Lord's church. 

So, lay your plans now to attend the World Evangelism Forum 
at the Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas, September 
19-21, 1980. 
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A Pioneer Preacher in California (2) 
(See introductory article in last week's 
Firm Foundation.) 

In the spring of 1849, 30,000 gold seek
ers started across the overland route to 
California. The covered wagon or "prairie 
schooner," symbolized this vast migration. 
Caravans averaged twenty-six wagons, 
each drawn by five yoke of oxen, or a 
span of ten mules. 

Included among those famed "Argonauts 
of '49" was a gospel preacher named 
Thomas Thompson. After giving a quarter 
century of his life to the cause of Christ 
in Missouri, Thompson was now eager to 
plant the· cause in a new land. He was 
joined on this difficult mission by his 
courageous wife and their children. 

The overland route did not require much 
cash outlay, but it took a great deal of 
courage. The arduous journey of some two 
thousand miles across plains, mountains, 
and desert took about five months, and 
the trail was beset with every kind of 
danger. 

The wagons traveled about fifteen miles 
a day over a thin trail. They were sub
jected to incessant storms, scorching heat, 
and stampedes from wandering buffalo 
herds. An even greater danger was the 
constant threat of a murderous attack by 
the fierce Sioux or other warlike Indian 
tribes. The twin specters of starvation 
and disease were never far removed from 
the minds of the fortyniners. From the 
Missouri River to the Rockies the ravages 
of cholera were frightful. Hundreds (some 
accounts say thousands) of people died 
along the route. 

Thomas Thompson did not wait until 
California to begin sowing the seed of 
the kingdom. During the five month trek 
across the overland route, he preached 
the gospel to his fellow travelers as 
"opportunity afforded." 

In September, 1849, the Thompsons ar
rived in· California and settled temporari
ly at Gold Run in Placer County. In the 
midst of that hectic mining camp, where 
the inhabitants were obsessed with the 
search for gold, Thompson preached his 
first sermons in California. 

A few months later, the Thompsons 

A Lost Art 

JERRY RUSHFORD 

moved to Coloma where gold was first 
discovered. There they took charge of a 
miner's boarding house which proved to 
be a profitable enterprise. This arrange
ment freed Thompson to preach frequent
ly in mining camps from Oroville to 
Stockton. His faithful preaching was soon 
rewarded. He baptized his first converts 
in the spring of 1850. Marcus Wills and 
J. N. B. Wyatt were immersed into Christ 
in a mining pit near Coloma. 

Thompson moved his family away from 
the mining country in the spring of 1851. 
The farm he purchased in the beautiful 
Santa Clara Valley became his home for 
the last twenty-one years of his life. It 
was from this place that he began the 
truly great work of rallying together the 
scattered Christians. 

At the end of that summer, Thompson 
helped to organize the first congregation 
in California. On August 21, 1851, a 
church patterned after the New Testa
ment model was called together in Stock
ton. On that historic occasion, Thompson 
preached to the twenty-one charter mem
bers who were assembled in the upper 
room of a hall located on the comer of 
San Joaquin Street and Weber Avenue. 
One of the charter members was W. W. 
Stevenson, only recently arrived from Lit
tle Rock, Arkansas. Stevenson became the 
regular preacher for the group. The first 
elders were W. B. Smith and A. N. Green. 

A short time later, Thompson was in
strumental in organizing the second con
gregation in the state. This was near his 
home in the Santa Clara Valley. The 
church met in a little vacant building on 
the road between his farm and the old 
Santa Clara Mission. 

The first protracted meeting in Cali
fornia was conducted with the Santa Clara 
church. W. W. Stevenson was the evan
gelist in the twelve-day meeting. It re
sulted in twenty-seven additions to the 
church, including five members of Thomas 
Thompson's family. In a letter to Alex-

JOHN J. WRIGHT 

ander Campbell. Stevenson said of 
Thompson: 

He did the immersing, with a solem
nity I never witnessed before. He is 
the great, great grandson of the Smith
field martyr, John Rogers. He is the 
representative of the name, and a 
worthy son of so good a man. His re
lationship, his piety, his venerable gray 
hairs and Godly family, caused me to 
venerate him beyond any man I have 
met. He was overwhelmed with the 
success of the meeting, and when we 
parted, he gave me the ancient frater
nal embrace. 
In that same year of 1852, the Restora

tion Movement in California was 
strengthened with the arrival of J. P. 
McCorkle from Missouri. McCorkle settled 
in Napa County, thinking he was the only 
preacher in the state. When he heard 
about Thompson he was overjoyed. He 
immediately wrote to him and urged that 
they meet soon. Thompson's excited re
ply gave the details of when he would be 
in Napa. In later years, McCorkle re
membered the moment: 

Long, long will I remember that 
meeting. I can see him 

0 

today, in my 
mind, as I saw him then as he came 
walking up to my humble home. We 
were glad to see each other, you may 
be sure. We talked, sang and prayed 
together. I heard him preach I thought 
the best sermon I ever heard. It did me 
P'ood. It gave me strength. I felt like 
I could lean upon him, I walked by his 
side; he felt like a father to me in this 
strange land. We felt that we were not 
alone. We talked together about the 
great work that was to be done in 
California. 0 

Thompson was 55 years old at the time, 
and McCorkle was 27. They were to be co
laborers in "the great work" in Califor
nia for the next twenty years (1852-1872). 
During his thirty-five years of ministry 
in California (1851-1887), J. P. McCorkle 
would immerse more people into Christ 
than any other preacher in the history of 
the state. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Psalms 119:99-"1 have more understanding than all my 
teachers, for thy testJimonies 01re my meditation." 

you have no ready reply, do you ... (1) meditate carefully 
upon what your challenger has said weighing it in the light 
of God's revealed "truth, or (2) run to a commentary or 
preacher for a: quick answer? 

·when you read God's word do you .•• (1) listen quietly 
as he speaks to you with messages heretofore unheard by you and 
then meditate leisurely waiting for God to bless you with new 
understanding? Or, do you ... (2) hurry through with your 
reading reaffirming to God once again what he has said and 
••. what he meant by it? 

In the hustle-bustle of our 20th century culture a premium 
has been placed on production . . . fast production. The luxury 
of "taking time to think," pondering, musing, meditating ••. 
has become so expensive that it has nearly passed from our 
schedules entirely. Meditation has become a lost art. Research 
in "in." Micro-wave speed is "in." But, pondering . . . medita
tion •.. thinking ..• is "OUT!" It simply takes too much time. 

Consider yourself, (if you dare) and how you approach 
the Bible and your faith. When you are confronted by a passage 
of scripture that you don't understand, is your first impulse 
to ..• (1) ponder the matter for yourself, or (2) ask someone 
who is "in the know?" 

When someone has challenged something you believe so that 
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I would like to suggest to you that many of us embarrassingly 
find ourselves in that latter group on every count. Because of 
the high cost of meditation we have substituted that which 
came cheaper. The product of our substitution has been ..• 
(1) less understanding, and (2) a second-hand faith. Perhaps 
one day, we will discover that we have been "penny wise and 
dollar foolish.'' Let's pray that we discover it soon! 
6420 18th Ave. S., Richfield, MN. 55423 
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F. AVERYT RIX 

We had better! Nothing is more clearly taught in the Scrip
tures, nothing is more clearly Christ-like, than the need and 
the blessing of a forgiving heart and spirit. There is no limit 
to the number of times that we should forgive a brother. 
Seventy time seven means ad infinitum. God forgave some for 
participating in the world's most heinous crime-the cruci
fixion of his only Son. A lot of forgiving was involved on 
the part of all when God commanded Hosea, one of his prophets, 
to marry a harlot. We could multiply these examples 70 x 7. 
In the model prayer, and throughout the Bible, we learn that 
the measure of forgiveness we receive will be attuned to the 
manner in which we ourselves dispense mercy. Small wonder 
that we sometimes tremble and cry out in anguish that our 
burdens are greater than we c~n bear. 

It may be helpful to give some attention to some of the 
laws of forgiveness in the Christian age. It is possi·ble that 
some of us have carried guilt complexes for which there is no 
need. Perhaps we could agree that God does not require of us 
more than he himself is willing to do. 

God requires repentance before forgiveness. In teaching 
the plan of salvation we vigorously proclaim that every "step" 
is undeniably necessary. And we should. On the day of Pente
cost Peter preached, "Repent and be baptized." The blessings 
promised by the Holy Spirit_ through Peter were conditioned 
upon both of the requirements recorded in Acts 2 :38. Probably 
none of us would argue to the contrary. In Luke 24:47 Christ 
commanded that " •.. repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name, beginning at Jerusalem." The apostles 
obeyed that command. In the last book that he wrote the preach
er of Pentecost reminds us that without repentance we perish. 

We can go a step farther and make the assertion that there 
are times when we should not forgive, that ·under certain 
circumstances we cannot afford to forgive. Reference can be 
made to the subject of "church discipline" taught in such 
passages as Rom. 16:17-18, 1 Cor. 5:11, Eph. 5:11, 2 Thess. 
3:6, 14, 1 Tim. 1:19-20, 6:5. These verses teach that we should 
avoid those that cause divisions, n·ot to keep company with and 
have no fellowship with certain sinners, and to withdraw our
selves from some. Let us notice that these references do not 
contain options or suggestions. They are- commandments! Paul 
even delivered one to Satan. Paul taught us in 1 :cor. 11:1 that 
if we do not heed these commands we are not following Christ. 

Perhaps we should have defined our tenns earlier. But there 
is still thne if you have read this far. Having no knowledge of 
the original languages, I have to depend upon our English 
dictionaries. Looking there we find that the word "forgive" 
has a variety of meanings-ranging from "bear no malice 

toward" to "forget" or "overlook." The agape form of love can 
and should accomplish the first. No argument there-even 
though there are occasions when I am not always able to 
accomplish that objective. 

No doubt all of us have completely and totally forgot some 
offenses against us. But I doubt that any man can forget 
every single one (even if that ability is an attribute of God). 
Some offenses will linger in our memories forever--even if we 
succeed in removing from our hearts all malice and rancor. 
On the other hand, we cannot afford to just look the other 
way and pretend that nothing has happened when a brother 
has clearly sinned against man or God. Not only is there no 
nobility in such; it is in direct conflict with the will of God. 

Some would point to Jesus' prayer for his enemies, while 
hanging on the cross, as proof that we ought always to be 
forgiving, no matter what. They would argue that it is un
thinkable that Christ's own prayers would not be answered. 
But one of his prayers was not answered; the cup did not pass 
from him. Also, we might do well to remember that that prayer 
was "on the other side of the cross." Let us emulate forever, 
though, the heart of love that caused Jesus to pray for his 
murderers. We shall need that memory always, -

Some would point to the prayer of Stephen in Acts 7:60, a 
prayer "on this side of the cross," as proof that we should al
ways forgive anybody and everybody. But we know that this 
prayer of Stephen was not answered-at least not immediately. 
A young man by the name of Saul had to repent and be baptized 
at a later date before his sins were forgiven. Perhaps all of the 
murderers of Christ and Stephen were saved in the same way. 

I think nothing has been said that will "take away" from 
any of us an opportunity to prove our love for God and man 
by exercising forgiving hearts. There will be an abundance of 
opportunities. It is easy to sit in peaceful surroundings of tran
quility and think (maybe even assert) that, "My love for 
Christ is so great that I shall always be able to love and for
give anyone, anywhere, anytime," Let us pray that this will be 
true if we are talking about the right "kind" of forgiveness. 
Let us be on guard, however, against the chink in the armor. 
Let us pray repeatedly that we shall always forgive every soul 
that God would have us to forgive. And let us thank God that 
if our heart is right we can rejoice in leaving .. our destiny 
in his hands. 

Forgiveness, like love and salvation, is a free gift, but is 
not unilateral. It can be offered, but it cannot be completed 
until it is accepted. 

Dallas, Texas 
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Ghurch Buildings-An Alternative 
BOB FISK 

The Des Plaines Church of Christ was in a dilemma with 
Sunday morning attendance about 250, a building seating around 
200, very limited funds and li ttle expansion r oom. Land in the 
area was $53,000 an acre and hard to find. God opened n door 
for us by making available a modern elementat·y school facili ty 
located on four acres of land. Because of a change in state 
health-safety codes and declining enrollment the school board de
clared the property surplus. 

Because of declining enrollment many schools have a problem 
wi th excess buildings. The school boards have an additional 
problem wi th the sentiments and emotions attached to the 
sc)10ol-ncighborhoods do not want t heir school to close. The 
people in t he ar ea arc also afraid of what kind of business will 
invade their neighborhood to possess the school. The school 
board must sell the building to an organiza tion which will in 
no way threaten the neighborhood. 

The purchase of Cardinal School in Rolling Meadows, Illinois 
by the Des Plaines Church of Christ solved both the school 's 
problems a nd ours. There are g reat advantages in a church 
buying a school building. 

1. The low cost is a tremendous advantage. The property cost 
us $210,000. The building has 27,000 fee t of f loor space. 
this is less than $8.00 a square foot . The appraised value 
of our property, f or the financing bank, was $950,000! We 
did spend approximately $250,000 on renovations. 

2. A second advantage was the speed with which we were 
a ble to get into the building. We bought the building at 
public auction on May 4, 1978, and had our first Sunday 
service there on June 18th, 1978. We were through re
modeling and had an open house on August 20, 1978. 

3. The building lends itself beautifully to a church facility. 
The gymnasium became the a uditorium (with carpet, 
lowered ceiling , some paneling and lots of paint) . The 
offilee area is just great with four nice offices plus a 

Cardinal Drive Church of Christ, 2300 Cardinal Drive 
Rolling Meadows, I llinois 60008 

6 [582] 

secretary's office a nd work a r ea. But the classrooms a re 
the prizes; they are 35 feet by 25 feet with plenty of black
boards, bulletin boards, closets, etc. Each classroom has a 
r est room, water fountain a nd s ink. Two of the classr ooms 
are 44 feet by 25 feet. 

4. The community is extremely interested in what will hap
pen to a school and it is page one news for the newspaper. 
As soon as the word leaked out that the school may be 
sold, investigative reporters star ted calling the church 
"demanding" to know exactly what our plans were (they 
wanted the news before we were quite ready to give it). 
Numerous articles appeared in the local papers about the 
building, the church, our plans, etc. The Chicago Sun Times 
did a full page pictoral essay entitled "A Born-Again 
Building." When articles appear on surplus school proper
ties, we are often mentioned. T wo years later we still have 
an excellent relationship with the newspaper (they con
s ider us newsworthy). A reporter calls or comes by to 
find · out what we arc doing and I was r ecently asked to 
write a guest editorial for the r eligious section of the paper. 

5. Probably the biggest advantage h as been the neighbor
hood r eception-they like us ! They seem to have almost 
a sense of community ownership about the building and 
will come to our activities when they probably would not 
go to a conventional church building. They watched care
fully our remodeling process and some even gave their 
services. They are proud of the a ppearance of the building 
(it looks so much better than when it was vacant). Any 
of our activities involving children has had a great r e
sponse from the neighborhood. At V.B.S. for two years, 
three-fourths of our 200 enrollees were neighborhood chil
dren from homes other than member s. Our Vacation Bible 
School has become a tradition in our community, parents 
turn out en masse for our closing exercises. W e ha d good 
crowds at our annual Easter egg hunt (90% neighborhood 
kids) a nd at a day camp. Some of our neighbors visited 
our services often; one has been baptized. The seed is 
being planted in the neighborhood and the climate is ex
cellent; we believe that eventually God will give the 
increase. 

The future for the church here looks great. Interest and en
thusiasm is high. Members are bringing their friends; attend
ance is up (we a re averaging 275 on Sunday morning in 1980). 
The offering is good. The Lord has bl essed us and we want to 
let him use us as a channel of blessing to others in this great 
metropolitan area. This chu rch serves several communities in the 
Northwest Chicagola nd "Golden Corridor" area. Most member s 
live in the fast growing Schaumburg-Hoffman Estates-Arlington 
Heights area. We have five elders and fourteen deacons. 

God opened a wonderful door to us in a surplus school. We 
would a dvise anyone to look for a similar open door . We see 
only a dvantages in buying a school f acility, a nd no d is
advantages. 
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Greek Word Studies on the Function and Authority of Preachers (2) 
C. Didaskalos 

A third word is didaskalos ("teacher"). 
Teachers were among those having spir
itual gifts in the N. T. church (Rom. 12: 
7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11); but, that 
every Christian should also aim at this 
service is expounded in the admonition, 

. "For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone teach you 
al!'ain the first principles of God by word" 
(Heb. 5:12). The Christian woman is to 
teach what is f!'Ood (Titus 2 :3). The elder 
is to be a skilled teacher ( didaktikos; 1 
Tim. 3:2). 

The grandeur of the teacher can be 
seen in the fact that, though de~cribed as 
both teaching and preaching (Mt. 4:23; 
9:35), Jesus is more often described in 
the Gospels in the role of teacher-wheth
er one thinks of the use of didaskalos, 
rabbi, or hypistos-than he is in the role 
of a preacher (cf. Jn. 3:2). He taught 
"as one who had authority" (Mt. 7:28. 29). 
The Sermon on the Mount was "teaching," 
not "preaching." 

Teaching in the work of preaching is 
seen in the presence of the prophets and 
teachers in Antioch (Acts 13:1). Paul, 
in addition to being a preacher and an 
apostle, was appointed as a teacher (2 
Tim. 1: 11), and he issued admonitions to 
teaching in the epistles to Timothy and 
Titus: "Command and teach these things" 
(1 Tim. 4:11). "Til I come, attend to the 
public reading· of Scripture, to preaching, 
to teaching" (1 Tim. 4:13). "And what 
you have heard from me before many 
witnesses. entrust to faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 
2 :2). Timothy is able to teach ( 2 Tim 2 : 
24; didaktikos); and Titus to "Teach 
what befits with sound doctrine" Titus 2: 
1). When the· preacher is torn between 
the poles of making the thrust of his 
preaching to be teaching or motivation, 
he would do well to consider the import 
of didaskalos. 

D. Ergates 
A fourth word to consider is ergtites. 

The preacher is "a workman (ergtites) 
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth" (2 Tim 2:15). 
Jesus said that the harvest is plentiful, 
but the workmen are few (Mt. 9:37, 38; 
Lk. 10 :2). The workman is worthy of his 
food (or wages) (Mt. 10:10; Lk.10:7; 
1 Tim. 5: 18). The basic significance of 
this descriptive term can be seen in the 
parable in which workmen are hired at 
various hours to work in the vineyard 
(Mt. 20 :1-16) and in the denunciation of 
the rich in the Epistle of James who are 
accused of withholding the wages of the 
workmen (Js. 5:4). Ergates also desig
nates the workmen of Ephesus (Acts 19: 
25) who participated in the riot. 

The idea of the preacher as a workman 
suggests the need to put in an honest 
day's work ar5 an honest week's work. 
It is the opposite of the sluggard who is 
holding a sinecure. The preacher is to be 
diligent (2 Tim. 2:15). 

The numerous places in the N. T. in 
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which the activities of the Christian are 
described in terms of the verb ergazes
thai and of the companion noun ergon 
("work") should not be obliterated in a 
theological clash over the relative value 
of faith and works. The Lor.d redeemed 
us from all iniquity "to purify for him
self a people of his own who are zealous 
of good works" (Titus 2:14). Those who 
aid traveling persons are "fellow workers 
in the truth" (3 John 8). 

The converse of the good workman 
concept is to be seen in those passages 
where Paul admonished Christians to be
ware of "evil-workers" (Phil 3 :2} and 
ch!lrges that some are "false apostles, de
ceitful workmen" (2 Cor. 11 :13). Finally, 
at the Judgment the Lord will say to 
some, "Depart from me, all you workers 
of iniquity" (Lk. 13 :27). 

Timothy is Paul's fellow worker (suner
pos; Rom. 16 :21) as well as being God's 
fellow worker (1 Thess. 3:2; cf. 1 Cor. 
3 :9}. A whole host of other people in
cluding Titus (2 Cor. 8 :23} and Epa
phroditus (Phil. 2 :25) are said to be 
Paul's fellow workers (Rom. 16:3. 9; 2 
Cor. 1 :24; Phil. 4:3· Col. 4:11· Ph1'lem 
1:24). ' ' . 

II. The Distinctive Work of the Preachers 
A. Kerux 

The first of the Greek words unique 
for the preacher's work is kerux (the 
?erald}. The 0. T. equivalent of kerux 
IS karoz (Dan. 3:4) which is a Greek loan 
word in Hebrew also meaning "herald." 
The ·term kerux. itself. occurs also in the 
Septuagint at Gen. 41-43; Ecclus. 20:15: 
4 Mace. 6:4, and is the term from which 
our word "preacher" derives. the kerux 
is . the individual who announces (ker.us
setn) a message that is not his own. It 
was the message and not the herald him
self, who was important. The herald was 
the mouthpiece of the one who had sent 
him. He did not take up his audience's 
time trying to appear clever. Absolute 
fi.delity . to his message was required of 
him. H1s message had the authority of 
the one who had sent him. 

The term kerux occurs three times in 
the N. T. Noah was a preacher of righ
teousness (2 Pet. 2:5). Then Paul twice 
declares that he was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11). 
In the 0. T. the prophets had acted in a 
similar capacity though the term karoz 
(or kerux) is not specifically applied to 
them. The verb qara' (translated in some 
0. T. settings by kerussein) is used in a 
host of passages in Jeremiah for preach
ing activity (2:2; 4:5; 7:2; 11:16; 19:2; 
20:8; cf. Is. 40:6; 44:7; 58:1). Ezekiel 
pointed out that such a person is like a 
watchman set on the wall who sees the 
danger approaching and who must sound 
the alarm or be guilty of death of those 
in the city (Ezek. 3 :16ff.; 33 :1ff.). The 
prophet's fixed introductory phrase was 
"Tpus says the Lord.'' 

In the N. T. faith comes by hearing; 
hearing comes through preaching (Rom. 
10: 17) ; and men preach who are sent 
(Rom. 10:15) from God (2 Cor. 5:18). 
The preachers were not those who in
formed the people of ·· their personal 
opinions on a number of topics. They 
were not those who devoted time narrating 
a wealth of trivia. "For what we preach 
is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord 
with ourselves as your slaves for Jesus; 
sake (2 Cor. 4:5). We all have much 
trouble in distinguishing our opinions 
from the Gospel we are to preach. Often 
in our preaching we are doing no more 
than informing people of what we think 
on this and that. But what difference 
does it make what opinions one holds? Of 
what significance is his position to any
one except himself? Is he setting himself 
up as the measuring stick of right and 
wrong? Is he, as it were, issuing Papal 
decrees on various topics? The message 
the kerux has been sent to announce is 
the significant thing; his opinions . are 
nothing. We preachers need to remember 
that we must give the lost person God's 
word, not ours. God has promised to bless 
his word, not ours; and it is his word, not 
ours, that will not return void. 

We have a captive audience and we can 
consume their time with the detail of our 
week's activities, with where we have 
been, with our family conditions, and with 
our private interests- all of which have 
relevance only to ourselves. Certainly all 
Christians should be concerned with the 
joys, the sorrows, and the well-being of 
all other Christians-including the preach
er and his family-but have you thought 
of the fact that we know relatively little 
about Paul's life and of his family. We 
do know the word he preached! 

As Paul saw it, even the motives that 
prompted the preaching were of less sig
nificance than was the fact that Christ 
was ·being preached (Phil 1 :15-18). The 
messenger's life might contradict that 
which he announced ( 1 Cor~ 9:27; 2 Tim. 
2 :1-7; 4:5) ; and in such a case, the mes
senger of unworthy life, after preaching, 
might himself be lost. The herald is to 
preach when the times seem favorable··and 
when they seem unfavorable (2 Tim 4:2). 
To receive the herald is to. reeeive the 
one who sent him, and to reject him is to 
reject the one who sent him (Mt. 10:40). 

Kerugma, a noun also derived from 
the root kerussein, means "preaching.'' 
It occurs in the Septuagint as the trans
lation for both Qol and QeriaA. It is in 
the N. T. eight tinies for the act of 
preaching, referring to the preaching of 
Jonah (Mt. 12:41; Lk. 11:32) and to 
Gospel preaching by Paul and others 
(Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 1:21; 2:4; 15:14; 
2 Tim. 4:17; Titus 1:3). It does not occur 
in the N. T. in the sense made popular in 
modern theology by C. H. Dodd, namely, 
to describe the basic content of the 
message of the early Christian preaching. 

(More Next Week) 

1000 Cherry ,Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
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Put Him on the Spotl 
Every preacher knows what a "trying· 

out sermon" is. Few of them truly repre· 
sent the preacher's ability. There is some
thing about being on trial in a sermon 
that hinders performance. Some may try 
out so mu.ch that they can do their couple 
of sermons glibly, but the pressure is 
still there. It doesn't ever really quit, 
because a slip of almost any corner of 
the mouth causes a preacher to be 
''brought before the board." 

A preacher can be criticized for the 
most minor thing, and then if the "powers 
that be" are carried away with the critic, 
it amounts to displeasing the whole body 
of people, and it puts his pay closer to 
the hatchet. But, when the criticism causes 
the elders (or other leaders) to tell the 
preacher to either get with it, and please 
his critics or else he might have to be 
replaced, the man is under the type of 
mental pressure that makes preaching 
next to impossible. He knows he never has 
pleased the fault-finders, and pleasing the 
real leaders seems to depend on pleasing 
those who can't be pleased in any way 
whatever. And yet he is told to get up 
there and try! 

I know of more than one preacher who, 
at such times, merely got into the pulpit 
and read the Sermon on the Mount, or 
some other passage of the Bible. I have 
not done this, but I have wanted to more 
than once. When the depressed evangelist 
has to so preach he is almost forced to 
stand at the front door and smile at 
everybody-which is no easy task either. 
If he retreats to his study after dismissal 
the elders (or those who serve the same 
purpose) will follow him and demand that 
he explain what is wrong! 

WM. KAY MOSER 

Show me a man who can preach under 
such circumstances as this and I will 
show you a Man that has long been dead 
and risen. He was able to treat Judas with 
every consideration that he did the rest, 
right up to the end. Few men have that 
degree of self-control, though I will argue 
that preachers learn to do this better than 
anyone I know of, or have heard of. They 
have to. If they preach, anyway. Why put 
proclaimers of the gospel into situations 
like this? It is not fair, by any standard .. 
Caligula would kill a young man for 
"crimes" against the emperor, and then 
invite the bereaved parents to feast and 
laugh and joke and try to get them to 
enjoy themselves. Many a church leader 
has put a preacher into the same position, 
and when men who profess to be moti
vated by Christian principles do it they 
are more without excuse for their merci
less actions than was a heathen dictator 
who didn't profess to look out for any
thing more important than his immediate 
whims and passions. 

The mental state of any man at any 
job has a lot to do with how well he can 
do it. From his pay to his backing. If 
he is under some boss he must know the 
expectations of the job and when he 
measures up to them reasonably well he 
should be able to expect the backing of 
the leaders-even to the extent that un. 
tiring hecklers will be told to get with the 
work or be subject to discipline. Factious 
members ought to be disciplined for re· 
fusing to work with the preacher the 
same as rebelling against elders and the 
decent and orderly program of work and 
worship they decide on. Every preacher 

(Continued on page 11) 

"I Beheld the Mountains, and, Lo, They Trembled" (Jer. 4:24) 
KATHERYN C. PRICE 

The sun did not come up on time that 
Sunday in May. The darkness was thick, 
and fought back the rays that usually 
brought on the new day. There had been 
an earthquake we had not felt. An ex
plosion we had not heard. Lightnings we 
had not seen. We had been asleep. We did 
not even know that our beloved mountain 
had been turned inside out, and our world 
into the bed of an unbelievable furnace. 

"And all the people saw the thunder
ings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking · 
and when the people saw it, they removed, 
and stood afar off •.• and Moses drew 
near unto the thick darkness where God 
was" (Exodus ~0:17, ~1). 

The sky was falling down on us, flat as 
a rough plate of steel, black as igniting 
coal. Black "snow" and then black "mud" 
falling from the sky. Where would it 
stop? Would the sky fall down on us 
completely? Was this our end? 

"I clothe the heavens witk blackness, 
and I make sackcloth their covering . . . 
and lo, there was a great earthquake; 
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and the sun became black as sackcloth 
of hair" (Isaiah 50:9; Re1Jelation 6 :1g). 

When it was all over, we looked 
around our familiar world in awed 
shock and helplessness. The blackness had 
finally faded into a late dawn, . and the 
ash into a choking death-like gray. We 
realized there was no more color. No more 
green grass. No more blazing red azaleas. 
No more pastel :blooming trees. No more 
blue lakes. No more emerald rivers. No 
more red and yellow and blue cars parked 
up and down the streets. Everything was 
buried in relentless ash. The world de
prived of color ... empty, cheerless, sad, 
comfortless. 

"0 tkou afflicted, tossed witk tempest, 
and not comforted. Behold, I will lay thy 
stones witk fair colours and lay thy 
foundations with sapphires" (Isaiah 54: 
1). 

Deceivingly fine ash covered every
thing that could be seen and much of what 
could not be seen. It drifted into our 
water supplies. It came in through house 

(Continued on page 12) 

Will France Prohibit Alcoholic 
Beverages? vANN oPsiTcH 

Every year in France over 70,000 men, 
women and children die from absorbing 
alcoholic beverages. It has been estimated 
that at least 5 million individuals in 
France endure tremendous physical and 
moral sufferings because of drinking al· 
cobol ·(mainly wine); while 5 million 
others make a profit from the business of 
selling alcohol. Over 70% of the total 
deaths and sufferings endured because of 
alcohol are directly related to the drink
ing of wine. 

Will France prohibit alcoholic bever
ages ? Such a question should not make 
one smile; the day may come when the 
French government may be compelled to 
start prohibition of alcoholic beverages. 
As a matter of fact the French govern
ment has appointed, several months ago, 
a committee under the leadership of Pro
fessor Jean Bernard to study and report 
on the national disease of alcoholism in 
France. Among the propositions that this 
committee is submitting to the government 
and will submit to parliament is to pass 
a law forbidding any kind of advertising 
of alcoholic beverages; the second propo
sition will consist in drastic reduction of 
wine production on a national scale; 
another law will be proposed to forbid and 
punish selling alcohol of any kind to 
young people and teen agers. 

Monday the 30th of June, the second 
largest TV channel in France presented 
a two hour debate on the dangers of al
coholic beverages. Professor Bernard was 
on the show. Men and women who had 
suffered because of alcohol were called 
upon to witness against alcohol; most of· 
the witnesses who appeared on TV were 
women who had been beaten up or for
saken by their husbands because of drink
ing (men drink more than women in 
France) ; all of these women cried on 
French TV as they witnessed of their 
destroyed lives and families. 

The two largest wine sellers of France 
sat speechless while three journalists of 
channel 2 asked them if they realized the 
degree of suffering and pain they inflic
ted to millions of innocents through their 
wine business. 

Doctors and nurses from large French 
hospitals witnessed to the fact that a 
fourth of those who are in French hos
pitals are there because of wine. Not 
one individual, not even the wine mer
chants, stood up in defense of drinking 
wine. 

This show on French TV channel 2 was 
entitled "ALCOHOL, FRANCES' LEGAL 
DRUG." During the show the French gov
ernment was blamed for being the largest 
subsidizer of alcoholic beverages. The 
French government also was blamed for 
not taxing wine as much as milk or fruit 
juice. Wine is the cheapest drink in France 
and it was asked that a law be voted to 
make it the most expensive drink. Fight
ing alcoholism would save the French 
government over 5 billion Francs a year. 
11 rue Courtepee, 21000 Dijon, France 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 9, 1980 



Great Preachers 
JOHN WADDEY 

Preaching in America is as common as apple pie. In every 
city numerous churches dot the landscape. In every church a 
preacher holds forth. The 17,500 churches of Christ have their 
share of preachers. Anyone who has spent much time in church 
has had opportunity to hear many men in the pulpit. Inevitably 
we compare those we hear. The standard of measurement ranges 
from "great" to "sorry." Leaving the "sorry" for someone else 
to describe, we will note some Biblical principles that are in
dicative of "great preaching." 

Great preachers preach the trutk of God on all subjects. Some 
may wonder why this point is necessary. Isn't it a foregone 
conclusion? Sadly of the multiplied thousands of preachers in 
our world, relatively few are content to preach God's word with
out the traditions and precepts of men. Peter wrote, "If any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Peter 4:11 
KJV). Jesus commands us to teach men "all things whatsoever 
(he) commanded ... " (Matt. 28:20). John warns that those 
who go beyond the teaching of Christ have not God, only those 
who abide within the Scriptural boundaries enjoy God's bless
ings (2 John 9-10). Since God's word is truth (John 17:17) 
those who are s~tisfied to teach it alone, teach truth. Such 
cannot be uniformly said of man's doctrine. 

Great preaching is disti~guished ;by its manner of presenta
tion. God wants his truth preached "in love" ( Eph. 4: 15). 
Some capable pulpit orators are reckless and destructive in the 
dealing with the souls of men. Some men sound in faith have 
driven multitudes away from God. Good churches have been 
wrecked by preachers who used truth as a Roman scourge. 
God's word is capable of being preached fearlessly, uncom
promisingly and fully, yet in a spirit of loving compassion. A 
hateful, belligerent preacher is not a great preacher. 

Great preaching is always liv~d out in the preacher's daily 
life. If no one else heeds the lesson, he will. Paul not only 
taught the Ephesian saints publicly and from house to house, 
he gave them an example in all things (Acts 20:20; 35). What 
is more disgusting than the "do as I say, not as I do" preacher? 

A great preacher will be genuine and sincere. His message 
must be more than hollow, empty words. If a man does not 
believe his doctrine it will soon be evident to all. The pro
fessional who merely echoes the words that he is expected to 
say is of no more value than a tape recording. In fact, he 
may be of less value because the brother who recorded the 
taped message was most likely sincere. Like Paul, we must 
know whom we believe in and be persuaded that he is truly 
Lord before we can achieve any exceiience in our work (2 Tim. 
1: 12). Without this .depth of conviction a preacher will not 
pay the price and run the risks necessary to be "a great man 
of God." Convenience, security and public opinion are often 
inimical to great preaching. 

To be great, preaching must be balanced. Paul preached 
the whole counsel of God (Acts 20 :27). He held back nothing 
that was profitable for the brethren (Acts 20:20). One-sided 
preaching, no matter how noble the theme is still one-sided. 
Great preaching will include a happy mix of positive and 
negative teaching. There will be both strong meat and funda
mentals. Both old and new testaments will be dealt with. 

Lessons will speak to young and old alike. (Explosive lessons 
rushed into without thought or planning are the opposite of 
this balance.) Hasty preaching usuaily ends in disaster (Prov. 
14 :29). Herein lies one of the most obvious needs, yet one that 
multitudes of preachers fail in. 

Preaching that is great is coupled with service and diligent 
work outside the pulpit. Like faith without works, preaching 
without service is dead in itself (James 2:26). Some men view 
preaching only in terms of the study and the pulpit. God's 
man will be a servant of his fellow man (Matt. 20 :26-28). He 
will be busy teaching men privately (Acts 20:20), counseling 
and encouraging those with problems (2 Tim. 2 :24-26). He will 
be a comfort to the bereaved and ~roken hearted, a friend 
to young and old alike. He will lead God's people seven days 
each week in the pulpit and out. 

A great preacher will exalt Christ and give God aU the glory. 
Paul abased himself (2 Cor. 11 :7) and freely gave the Lord all 
credit for ·his achievements. He gloried in the Lord (1 Cor. 
1 :27-31). Herein Satan finds his greatest success among preach
ers. Human pride makes man crave attention, recognition and 
praise. But the moment the preacher begins to reach for these 
he is led astray from his true purpose in life and pierced 
through with many sorrows. God usually bestows sufficient 
reward upon his faithful servants to satisfy all legitimate needs 
of the psyche. But even when he does not, we must patiently 
wait rather than to seek after it (Prov. 27:2). 

Great preachers are more interested in pleasing God than 
men. Paul says, "If I were still pleasing men, I should not 
be a servant of Christ" (Gal. 1: 10). Space fails to record all 
the evil done by ~en-pleasing preachers. Suffice it to say that 
such have dishonored the preaching profession down through 
the years to this day. 

Great preaching is world-wide in scope. All gospel preaching 
must be in the light of Jesus' great commission (Mark 16:15). 
Christ's pulpit demands far more than a narrow message 
promoting one's own race or provincial interest. The church 
is the world-wide family of God. It knows no racial, national or 
cultural boundaries. There is no Jew· nor Greek, bond or free, 
male or female, all are one in Christ (Gal. 3:28). 

Preaching that is great will save souls and build strong 
churches. Some brilliant scholars never get around to evan
gelizing. Some powerful speakers seem to spend all their 
energies in other areas. God's preachers are first of all seek
ing and saving the lost (Luke 19:10). With Paul they are 
prepared to become all things to all men if they can save 
them (1 Cor. 9: 22). Really what is a man profited if he can 
speak with the tongue of an angel or sit in the scholar's seat 
and yet takes no souls to eternity? It is they that turn many 
to righteousness that shall shine as the stars forever (Dan. 
12 :3). Such soul-winning preachers may not master the homi
letic style of the classroom, but they will populate heaven with 
the fruit of their labors. 

The crying need of this generation is for great men of God 
who will faithfully proclaim the everlasting gospel. May all 
of God's men who occupy the pulpit daily examine themselves 
to see if they are what God wants them to be (2 Cor. 13 :5). 
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NEW PROGRAM FOR SENIOR 
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS BEGUN 

The Third and Cenb·al congregation in 
Lovington, New Mexico is pioneering in 
a new fit>ld of ministry for the Lord's 
church with a special program respond
ing both to th<' needs of our senior mem
bers and our senior ministers. 

On<' member commented: "It is the most 
excitinrr ancl promising idea I 've heard in 
years!" And. we all agree. The primary 
nurnose for COMP (Community Outreach 
Ministry Program) is two-fold: To provide 
physical care and personal honor and 
dignity to those devoted minister s whose 
age compels some retirement by offering 
assistance through housing, medical in
surance. and a sense of productivity at 
their pace. The love of our congregation 
and its leaders for these senior Christian 
servants is beautifully expressed in the 
Community Outreach Program ... And, 
to extend the hand of Christian concern 
in our community through visits in the 
hospitals and homes, assist in personal 
contacts in our evangelistic areas, and 
support our daily benevolent programs in 
helping the unfortunate and needy. 

Offices for these men will primarily be 
set up in their homes, and they will be 
encouraged to become a daily influence 
and source of strength to our spiri tual 
fam ily through teaching, ministering, and 
sharing of their talents in every possible 
way. 

Brother and Sister Dorwin Peterson 
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came in January of this year as our first 
team. The elders are now seeking an addi
tional retired minister and wife to add 
to this great work. Housing is ready and 
available. Address all inquiries to: Elders, 
P. 0. Box 1315, Lovington, New Mexico 
88260. 

REOPENING OF HEIDELBERG 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

The Heidelberg Bible School will re
open in September, 1980, to continue its 
commitment to train workers for the church 
in Germany. The school has operated since 
1970, with ins truction in the German la n
guage. Thirty students have graduated 
to dale, and almost a ll of them are now 
faithfully working in congregations in 
Germany or Austria. 

Support for needy students has been 
provided by individuals and congregations 
who have contributed to a fund under the 

guidance of ihe elders of the Broadway 
Church in Lubbock, Texas. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

located 21/z miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-un ions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

Ministers= 
Kent Hall 

Judge Morris 
Emmett Roberts 
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A PIONEER PREACHER 
IN CALIFORNIA (2) 

(Cont inued from page 4) 
Thompson and McCor kle were success

ful in organizing a church in Napa Coun
ty in 1853. Along with Stockton a nd 
Santa Clara, this made three congrega
tions in Californ ia, and a ll of them es
tablished by Thompson. On Decembez· 25, 
1853, Thompson con-esponded with Alex
ander Campbell. This letter, published in 
the i'IJillcnnial Harbinger, gave the f ollow
ing statistical information. Stockton and 
Sa nta Clara each had "about 60 mem
bers," and Napa had " about 20 or 30 
members." Campbell ended the report by 
saying : "If other congregations there be 
in the State, our brother knows them not." 

In the next article we will highlight the 
leadership of Thompson in the exciting 
years of 1854-1860. 
Pcpperdine Univers ity, Malibu, CA 90265 

P UT Hli\1 ON THE SPOT! 
(Continued from page 8 ) 

I ever talked to of these matters dreams 
of being with a church that will back him 
up against such people. It w ill put the 
work of the Lord ahead by years if 
preaching brethren are allowed to put 
down roots in a community a nd live a 
lifetime there, a nd let those who t hink we 
need a change in preachers, just for the 
sake of cha nge, know that if they want 
to ma ke a change tha t it was for them to 
make, and not the preacher. Too many 
preachers ar c moved by shallow-minded 
church members about the t ime they get 
down to business in a city or area. 

Many a child has goofed at the most 
simple task when his parent stood by with 
a hand drawn back to hit him if he goes 
wrong. F ew workers at any job can per-

PAYNES TO ANN ARBOR 
Jeff and Cindy Payne of Harding Col

lege moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, Aug
ust 15, and will be working with the saints 
t here. Jeff will be my associate as min
ister of the church meet ing at 530 West 
Stadium Blvd. Jeff is the son of the 
Clifford Paynes of Toledo, Ohio, and g rad
uated from Harding in August. Cindy is 
the daughter of the J immy Aliens of 
Searcy, Arkansas. 

They will be involved in on-the-job 
training in every age and type areas of 
the church work. We feel they will help 
us to a greater work. 

We have enjoyed nine yea1·s of work 
here and look forwa rd to a g reater one 
this year . Especially I appeal to a ll par
ents who have childr en attending any of 
our universities or colleges in this area 
to do two things: Write or call us at 530 
West Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
letting us know of their coming, and en
courage them to contact us immediately 

form well if their boss is breathing down 
their collar. An evangelist is as much a 
man. If envious, jealous or spiteful critics 
(for whatever reason) attack a gospel 
preacher and his work the elders need to 
be able to see lhe motives of the critic 
and judge r ighteous judgment. U-Haul 
money alone would go far in evangelizing 
the community a man is coming to or 
going from. 
Rt. 5, Box 136, N. Little Rock, Ar k. 72118 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

~ 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·~036 
It 
I STEEPLES 

~ BAPTISTRIES 

·~·- • _ , _ ., - c- ·- •--.n ___ , __ ., __ _ ,. - - • _ .. _..._, _ o_ n_ ll _ ll _ n_ n_ l _&_l•) 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us fOl' free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-0203 I --·-•-•-a-•- -·-·-•-a-a-•-•-•-a- - _.._...._,_a_o_u_a_,_,_. 1(, 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write : 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

u pon their arrival-phone (313) 662-2756 
or 665-0405, and to attend the firs t ser
vices here and they will be welcomed by 
a great group of young folks and older 
adults. We are planning greater soul en
richment and outreach than in previous 
years. Pray for us.-Wilburn C. Hill. 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or ntore 
115,000 

Inter est Semiannual 
Cou p ons 

Dated J uly 15, 1979 
Maturing 3* to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12 o/o or more 

Compound I nterest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13 * years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or wr ite to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E . Broadwa y 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

GosP.e\ 
Meet\n9 

Sept. 21-25 
Theme: "The Joyful Sound" 

Truman Spring 
evangelist 

Special Event! 
Homecoming. All former 
members of the Sharpstown 
Church of Christ, and their 
guests, are invited to cele
brate our 20th anniversary 
by attending a dinner on 
the grounds following the 
morning worship hour on 
September 21. If you need 
lodging, please contact us 
at the address listed below. 

SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Bible classes. . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m. 

Worship ............... 10:30 a .m. 
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Thursday . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m. 

Sharpstown Church of Christ 
8405 Bonhomme Ad., Houston, Texas 77074 

(across from Sharps!own High School) 
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''I BEHELD THE MOUNTAINS, AND, 
LO, THEY TREMBLED" J er emiah 4 :24 

(Continued from page 8) 

filters. Outside we breathed it, and it was 
gri tty in our mouths. We choked as we 
walked through it. Blowing clouds of a sh 
were created on t he sidewalks and road
ways. We tried to cover our mout hs and 
noses-it helped some. We wanted to stay 
out of it to keep from breathing it. We 
had to ~ret out in it to scrape it up and 
find some place to dispose of it safely. 
When re-fired the ash melted and fused 
into glassy cinders-and this is what was 
going into our lun)!s. We tried watering 
it down; it turned to deceitfully dan
gerous slippery clay. What was once t he 
pride of us a ll was now the plague of 
us all. 

"Thine heart was lift ed up bccrmse o.f 
thy beauty, t hou hast co1·rnpted thy wis
dom by 1·eason of thy brightness; I will 
cast thee to the ground .. . the1·efo1·e will 
I b1·ing f o?·th a .fire f1·om the midst of 
thee, it shall dev01w thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the ea1·th in the sight 
of all them that behold thee" (Ezekiel 28 : 
17, -8). 

Our· beloved whi te g listen ing mountain 
was left somberly darkened and forever 
gone as we had known and loved it for 
so long. The sides blown out ... gone. The 
beautiful lake that mirrored its majesty 
. . . gone. The tall evergreen sen tinels ... 
gone. The f ish, a nimals, birds ... gone. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unlea vened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-oil carefully sealed sa 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a goad supply at 
all t imes. Price: Large carton, each, $3 .00, 
plus $ 1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 6 10, Austin, Texas 78767 

Christ ian couples arc needed as 
houseparents. 
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Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 282-1 

Lubbock, Tc>.as 79-108 

MAKE A Dll'FERENCE 
IN THE Li rE O r A CHILD 

'rhe lush carpet of ferns . . . gone. The 
slopes we used to sl ide and play on . . . 
gone. What seemed endless ... ended. 

"And the everlasting ?IW1mtains were 
scattered, the perpet1~al hills did botu, his 
ways are eve1·lasting . ... When thou didst 
t errible things 1uhich we looked not for, 
thot~ comest down, the 'mountains flowed 
down at thy presence" (Habakkuk 3 :6; 
Isaiah 64 :3). 

T hen the r eports started coming in. 
Friends who had not r eally believed the 
danger warnings. Friends who laughed 
and thought it was a game. Friends who 
continued their hunting and fishing as 
usual. Friends who took t heir famil ies 
to see the cute puffs of smoke. Friends 
who were now scalded. Friends who were 
now asphyxiated. Friends who were now 
burned. Friends who were now buried. 
Friends who were ... but not any longer. 

"For in the days that were before the 

flood they were eating and :drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood came, and took 
them 'all away; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of num be" (Matthew 24 :97, 
98) . 

P. 0. Box 975, Chehalis, Wash. 985-2 

IWCLUDE TOUR ZlP CODE 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
wh en you move. 

r--------·--.......... ---, 
~ PEWS ..• New and Used ! 
[ Pew Cushions- Pew Refinishing ~ 

l Write or call for free estimate. ~ 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. t 
l JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
~~~~~~-r:..!~---~~5!!_....-..--~ 

NOW YOU CAN EARN 
12cro ON YOUR SAVINGS 

Home for the Aged Bonds for Hilltop Haven in 
Gunter, Texas and Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, units 
of Home for the Aged under the oversight of the elders of the 

Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas . 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12% Interest on bonds maturing in 1987 thru 1992. 
paid semi-annually 

BONDS DATED OCTOBER 1, 1977 

Th1s adverllsement IS ne1ther an offer to sell nor a solicitation of otlers to buy any of these bonds. 
The oftermg is made only by the Prospectus. 

PAYING AGENT- MERCANTILE NATIONAL BANK AT DALLAS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 
HOME FOR THE AGED 
BOX 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 
PHONE- (214) 270-7583 
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WORLD EVANGELISM FORUM 
DATE •SET 

September 19-21, 1980, is the date for 
the World Evangelism Forum at the 
Sunset Church of Lubbock, Texas. The 
theme for this year's Forum is: "Wanted: 
Men to Match My Mountain." Because 
of the universal assignment demanding 
that the people of God go to the nations. 
saying: "€orne ye, let us go up to the 
mountain of Jehovah," the above theme 
has been chosen for this Forum. 

GETWELL CHURCH HOSTS 
SPIRITUAL SWORD LECTURESHIP 

The Getwell Street church in Memphis 
will host again this year the annual Spir
itual Sword Lectureship, October 19-28. 
The chosen theme of the series is 4The 
Church~The Beautful · Bride of Christ." 
Sixty-six speakers have been invited to 
participate. Full information can be ob
tained by writing the church, 1511 Get
well, Memphis, Tenn. 88111. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOJIING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dfrectol"-8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '7H10 

1-808-792-&191 
Several nations will be featured in an 

afternoon session called: "Pinpointing 
the Hot Spots." Qualified missionaries 
will make us aware of needs and oppor
tunities among the Muslims, the Brazil
ians, the Nigerians, the Chinese, the Mex
icans, the Koreans and the castes of India. 

Jim F. Reaves, Box 629, Cisco, Texas 
76487: During the first six months of 
1980, God blessed us richly with 65 public 
responses. TWenty-four of these responses · !.-.--------------· 

According to Gerald Paden, director of 
this year's program, the greatest needs 
of the hour are for: 1) men to match God's 
mountain, and 2) then for churches to 
match the men. But those two needs only 
open the door to another companion need: 
financial contributions to match the men 
that match the mountain. 

Those outside the four or five speakers 
from Sunset itself are: Marvin Phillips,· 
Keith Robinson, Carl Mitchell, John Shero, 
Everett Hufford, Jr., Ellis Long, Ralph 
Perry, Coy Conner, Curt Golden, Truman 
Scott, John Littlejohn, and Harold Taylor. 

HOT SPRINGS WORKSHOP 
SET FOR OCTOBER 

The Hot Springs Soul Winning Work
shop will be held Oct. 2-8-4 of this year, 
at the beautiful Hot Springs National 
Park Convention Center in Hot Springs. 

Speakers for the workshop include: 
Reuel Lemmons, Jerry Jones, Marvin Phil
lips, Charles Hodge, Neale Pryor, Jim 
McGuiggan, Chuck Lucas, Jerome Wil
liams, John Gipson, Cline Paden, Ann 
Lucas, Maribeth Downing, Terry Rush, 
Claude Lewis, Richard Whitehead and 
Pat Casey. 

Additional information may be ob
tained by contacting the Richard Street 
church of Christ, 700 Richard Street, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas 71901. Phone 501-624-
4182. 

were baptisms. The rest involved restora
tions, placing membership and request
ing prayers. We thank God for this in
crease and for the enthusiastic spirit 
which prevails in our work here. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7112 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 
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Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-y-ear intensive trainilllg' program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
14V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For ful1ther 
infonnation--contaet: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free--Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1 I 512-282-2486 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$21Q,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

New Study Book 
for Ladles 
Bible Classes 

Applied 
Christianity 
by Katherine Prfce 

Practical, every day, 
twentieth century con· 
cems form the basis of 

this thirteen lesson study book. 
Such themes as Benevolence, How to Treat 

Newcomers, The Fine Art of letter Writing, How 
to Deal With the Elderly, Hospital Work, Secre· 
tarlal Work, Home Keeping, and many others 
make this a valuable study book. 

Order from: 
$2.50 Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Per Copy or your favorate book store 

Plus 70te Postage & Handling 
Texas Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed espec:laJbr to accommodate congregations 

advertiaine meeting places, preachers seeking work or consregations aeeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's trainin11" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 11)05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M •• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvine St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenif:nt to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:80 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 628-0535. Worship with ua-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.TBA..M. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMnhan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PRIDACBING 
11800 Dublla Road 

Plca•antaD0 Callfonala Nl588 
Jame11 W. Fergu11on, Sr.. Director 

NOW-WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Cburr.b of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO.:.;R::T_H_W.,..E_S_T_C'"""H_U __ R_C_H __ O"'"'F__,C,....H=R,...I-S=T-, -1-5-55-5-15~th 
Avenue N.E .• Seatt11!, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cauette 
tapes, Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
trainin~ and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preachin~ Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Stl'eets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. • 
Minlaters: Lewb Frlab:r. 714422-2586: 

=,.,....,.......,......,...,......;.P.,:a:::a;.,l ,..:;:H:=;a:::;:rpor, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Monterre7, Hexleoa Ave. Fundlelone• toe 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos AlrM 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

____ ...:D;;:aTid Cardenas, ETan~ellata 
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 

WANTED: Mature couple or couples to work as 
missionaries on Navajo Reservation. Must be able to 
organize and work with young people. Cultural 
adaptablllty essential. CONTACT: Mission Commit
tee, West Side Church of Christ. 709 West Arch, 
Searcy, AR 72143. 
AUTOS FOR SALE. Tho following vehicles are 
available at theso prices: Jeeps-$59.50: Cara
$48.00: Trucka-$89.00. Call far Information (602) 
1141-8026, Ext. 668. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. '795-231 1. 

RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA T Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 365-1121 or 868-'7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:80 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

Small Congregation in South Texas needs full time 
preacher. Prefer mature Christian with some pulpit 
experience. House furnished. Send resume, family 
photo, and a sample sermon on cassette to Church 
of Christ, Box 444, Falfurrias, TX. 78355. 
FOR SALE-48 171J:a foot pewa with red padded 
seats, medium darK" finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texaa 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466 . ..:..' ____ ..,.,....= 
BREW-E~MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383, Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister available, age 31, marri~ three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
bobbles. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, I>el Rio, Tx. 78840. 
AUDIO VISUAL aida, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 6341, Texarkana, TX. 76501 (214) 
832-6624. 
Auburn Church of Christ is in need of a preachei. 
Prefer mature preacher with pulpit and personal 
work experience. This area has great potential in 
a ravid growing community, Contact one of the 
following: L. Riley-916-885-3063, J. Taylor-916-
269-1284 or P. B. Hoskins-916-823-8062. Send all 
correspondence to: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 671, 
Auburn, CA 96608, 
Seeking a Christian man or couple to serve as 
cuatodians for the Windsor Park Church of Christ, 
4420 South Staples, Corp~ Christi, Texas. 78411. 
Prefer someone who is on a pension or some addi
tional souree of income. Write in care of Ken 
Mayfield. 
EVA.NSVIUE. IND .. :1.205 E. llarKDD A.Ye .. 
U.S. 460 Elllft Oppa•lte K-llart. Office <4'1'1· 
52Tl. Ra'bb7 Wade, Min, <4'10-<40GG. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and pricea. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Wanted: full time preacher for No. Calif. church 
without elders. S bedroom home plus utilities fur
nished, salary & ina. negotiable. Send resume, edu
cation, referencs, etc. to Church of Christ, 401 Fir 
St., Vacaville, Ca. 96688. 
Preacher availabl;.:..e...;, :;.;:a;.;;ge=~2~7-, -m-a-rr-=ied-=-,-n-o-c';'"h':":'ildren. 
Graduate of F-HC with BS in Bible. Have full 
time preaching, campaign, personal work, radio ex
perience. Looking for congregation truly wanting to 
grow. Prefer elden. Will send resume and ref
erences. Write: James Pat Kelly, Rt. 8, Box 186, 
Clinton, S.C. 29326, Phone: (803) 833-2490. 
Preacher wanted for church in small community. 
House and utilities furnished. Some additional sup
port might be needed. Call: (612) 489-2382 or 
489-2387, Write: Briggs Church of Christ, Box 64, 
Briggs, Tx. 78608. ___ _ 
FoR-SALE: 2-f977 16 pass. Ma:xivans, A/C, Radio, 
PS. PD. $4,750. Also 1970 Ford 60 pass. bus $2500. 
(507) 625-3633 or 387-7247. 

SUN CITY, OALIFORNIA-VPIIe7 Church of 
Chrl•t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA. ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344·3750 
HELP NEEDED, write, Teach A Prisoner, contact 
Joyce M. Davis, 427 W. River N, Elylra, Ohio 44035, 
Cleo Price, 1726 Pine, Detroit, Mich. 48216. 
Minister available:-Sixty years oid, over 16 years 
experience including 27 months in Central Ameri
can mission work. Full financial support not es
sential. Ralph Jones. 2722 San Antonio St., San 
Angelo, Texas 76901. Phone 915-949-7783. 
:Minister neecieci:?duat be--abie_to_ furnish partial 
support. House, utilities, and 75.00 per week fur
nished. Boles Acres, Alamogordo, N.M. Contact 
Ken Davis, 505-487-6171 or Leo Jenkins 605-437-1818. 
FREE VIDEO-CAS~iETTEMiNiSTRY: Many cable 
t.v. stations (and aome commercial ones) are 
offering free air-time to churches. Take advantage 
of this opportunity by airing the "Churches of 
Christ Salute You." This 30 min. weekly program 
has aired on the Dallas-Ft. Worth NBC affiliate 
for 6 yrs. The basic format fa an interview over 
Biblical topics with Larry Keele, Wyatt Sawyer, 
and a guest. The programs are on individual 
%" Scotch video-cassettes and are available at 
no charge to mission congregations. Others can 
contribute as they are able. First come, first serve I 
Write: "Churches of Christ Salute You," P.O. Box 
869, Euless, Texas 76039. 
Tb"' Chanaonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music should 
be intended for a cappella sinaing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road,. Flint, Michi
ean 48504. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
(40 Aeents ready to serve) 

U :rou oro movin~ an:rwhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT; REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
NOTICE TO RETiRED-MINISTERS: We need you 
in a special ministry at Third and Central in 
Lovington, New Mexico: House and bills furnished 
• • • see story in this issue for more information • • • 
contact. Elders, P.O. Box 1316, zip-88260 or phone 
605-396-5341. 
Preacher available, 25 years experience mostly in 
mission field. Call N. E. Sewell at 601-449-6072 or 
816-296-3190. 
SurplusJee:..:....p-s.--=c,_a-rs-.--::T=ru-cks-=---a-v_a..,.,il,...a-=-bt=-e-th~r-ou-g.,b 
gov't. agencies. Many sell for under $200. Call 
(602) 941-8026 ext. 566 on how to obtain your 
surplus directory, 
Registered Nurse needed as part of missionary team 
effort. in Papua New Guinea. Expenses paid. Write 
A. D. Smith, 57 Broadmoor, Texarkana, Ark. 75502. 
YOUTH MINISTER-WANTED -IN ANCHORA-GE~ 
ALASKA. Salary is negotiable. The following quali
ties are considered essential by the elders: (1) 
Strong/sound Biblical background: (2) Successful 
experience with large group of young people: (3) 
Ability to relate with young people and enjoy as
sociation with them; (4) Able to design and estab
lish a comprehensive local youth program: (5) Abil
ity to ground Young people in the faith making 
them presently productive in preparation for be
coming faithful church leaders: (6) In srood health, 
married and supported in work by his family: 
(7) Willingness to work under the ·oversight of 
elders and within the framework of a written con
tract which will be renewed annually. If you are 
interested in working with a great group of young 
people send your resume to the elders of the 
Anchorage Church of Christ, P.O. Box 314, Anchor-
age, Alaska 99510~. ---------::----:--=--

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
trle. to •eneD adverti•ID"' aDd will Dot 
kDowln~ly take que•tlonable ndverti•IDJt. 
Out It I• the render'• re•pon•lblllt7 to ID• 
ve•tlgate. Like RD7' other pnper. w• •ame
tlme• unwlttln"b' run aD unworthy ad. 
A.w tbe old •ayiD~ ~o'""• before you ln'Te•t. 
lnv•"tl~ntel 

YORK COLLEGE LECTURESHIP 
DATE SET 

York, N eb.-"Back to Basics" has been 
selected for the theme of the Silver Anni
versary York College Lectureship next 
April, according to Lectureship director 
Tom Schulz. 

The 25th annual Bible program will 
focus on the fundamentals of New Testa
ment Christianity, Schulz said. Dates are 
April 12-15. 

Earl I. West, a faculty member at the 
Harding Graduate School of Religion at 
Memphis, Tenn. and Robert Shank, who 
works in the Restoration Leadership Min
istry, will keynote the 1981 Lectureship. 

-Tim Bruner 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc.,. Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans· 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Fifth Annual 
"SPIRITUAL SWORD" LECTURESHIP 

"The Church-The Beautiful Bride of Christ" 
Oct. 19- 23, 1980 

Dean Buchanan 

I 

Curtis Cates 

Andrew Connally 

r~, --
~ 

Hugo McCord 

Roy Sharp 

1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38111 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 
SUNDAY,OCTOBER19 

9:30 E. ESTES: 
10:30 G. ELKINS: 
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THE CHRISTIAN CARE CENTER in Dallas conducts a worship service each 
Sunday morning for those who live the re. This group (fourteen in wheel
chairs fi lling the center a isle) look up a special collection for the WORLD 
CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION for the purchase of the 
first short wave transmitter to be located in Alaska and covering Asia 
and Eastern Europe. This group contributed $2,526.00 to th is effort to gel 
the gospel to the world. 

Austin, Texas, September 16, 1980 
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THE WORLD CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING 

PROJECT 
On the front page of this issue is a picture of a group 

of Christians assembled for worship. During that wor
ship they gave a sizable contribution to the World 
Christian Broadcasting Corporation for the purpose of 
building radio transmitters in -order to broadcast the 
gospel around the world. 

We would encourage brethren everywhere to give 
serious consideration to this effort. The world has 
about four and one half billion people in it. More than 
ten million people speak one of over 55 different lan
guages. Most all of them will die without ever hearing 
the gospel unless we do a much better job of proclaim
ing it than we have in the past. 

We are doing 90% of our preaching to less than 
10% of the world's population. Practically all our 
preaching is done in English. We have fewer than 500 
missionary families at work outside the U.S. If every 
one of these families were increased by 20 until our 
force numbered 10,000 missionaries, and every mis
sionary baptized 1,000 people a year, we would have 
converted one hundred million of the four and a half 
billion, and during that time another billion would have 
been born. 

We are going to have to reach the world's population 
upon a scale much more vast than anything we have 
ever dreamed of, if we make any mark on the task of 
converting the world. We have often, on this page, 
posed the possibility of using satellite transmission to 
reach enormous audiences. That form of communica
tion is expensive indeed, but counting the numbers 
reached it would be one of the most economical ways 
of preaching the gospel on a world wide basis that we 
could possibly employ. But even then there are vast 
areas of the world not reached by television. Radio 
is the logical media. There are over nine hundred mil
lion receivers in use. 

We think of AM and FM radio. Both are useful but 
reach only about as far as the horizon. By contrast, 
short wave radio can be transmitted for great dis
tances. It is conceivable to bring the whole world within 
broadcast range with three well-placed transmitters. 

Since 1976 a group of Christians have been work
ing on a plan to build three such transmitters. Three 
brethren, Lowell Perry, Ken Ferguson and Hal Frazier 
lost their lives in the crash of a small plane while 
searching the Caribbean for a transmitter site. Others 
have taken up the task, and a first location has been 
purchased in Anchor Point Alaska, on the Kenai 
Peninsula. A 250,000 watt station will be built there 
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that can cover most of Asia and Eastern Europe. It 
will reach into China and the USSR, both of which are 
closed to missionaries. 

A second station is planned for the Caribbean area, 
and a third will be located in the Indian Ocean. The cost 
of the first station is estimated at $1,500,000. For less 
than the cost of what some single congregations are 
paying for a church plant each of these three stations 
could be built, and the earth could be covered with the 
gospel. Operational costs could be met with churches 
supporting "Missionaries to the Millions" in the form 
of technicians, and by churches purchasing time and 
production services. 

This would be a break-through effort if someone 
would remember such a unique gospel effort in his or 
her will. 

This effort would not duplicate that of World Radio 
or Herald of Truth. In fact WCBC would provide both 
with greater opportunity to get their message to a far 
greater audience. 

There are now foreign language broadcasts being 
presented by churches of Christ in many places. Some 
of these broadcasts are presented over missionary short 
wave stations operated by other religious groups. Even 
though they operate stations in North and South 
America, Africa, Europe and Asia, air time is often 
limited or at undesirable hours. On a number of oc
casions air time has been denied because of message 
content which was not in harmony with those operating 
the stations. Churches of Christ badly need these sta
tions to do far more broadcasting than now is possible. 
If we are serious about reaching the world, we must 
have more outlets through which to make the gospel 
known. 

Missionaries need visas. Mail can be censored or 
stopped. Revolutions may drive our people out. Hostile 
governments may oppose us. But short wave stations 
can penetrate into any country, through any curtain, 
and in any language. Spiritually deprived people await 
the message we are capable of bringing. The move is 
ours. How can they hear without a preacher? 

Full information of the work of WCBC can be ob
tained by writing Bob Scott, director, Box 3857, 
Abilene, Texas 79604, or calling (915) 698-0695. It is 
time for us to bring to fruition this dream of world
wide proclamation of the gospel. 
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THE ELECTRONIC CHURCH 
PERRY C. COTHAM 

The flow of church history and religious experience since the 
first century has, in large part, been given direction by the 
contours of the technologies that spawned great movements. 
The Protestant Reformation would have been unlikely 
without the invention of printing in the fifteenth century which 
put the Bible into the hands of the common man. Today, the 
electronic media are having the same kind of revolutionary 
impact on contemporary religious attitudes and behavior. 

Good news indeed for many evangelists-or thus it would 
seem! While religious broadcasting in the 1970s boomed into 
a multi-million dollar business, it has also succeeded in doing 
the impossible: making the God of glory a crashing bore. 
Worse yet, the electronic church as a whole is guilty of gross 
abuse of the Scriptures. For those who are interested in sound 
Biblical exegesis and valid spiritual experience, there is little 
in the electronic church to hearten us. 

The electronic church is known by its preachers-Billy Graham, 
Oral Roberts, Robert Schuller, Jerry Falwell, Jim Bakker, Pat 
Robertson, Jimmy Swaggert, Rex Humbard-men of charm, 
talent, drive, and ambition. Each projects a skillful blend of 
worldly and everlasting well-being, and each possesses the 
uncanny ability for tugging at both heart-string and purse
strings. To most people, the electronic church connotes an 
effervescent, charismatic personality around which the show 
centers, Bible centered message, gospel music, pleasant sounds, 
happy faces, images of success, assimilation of cultural values, 
warnings of imminent doom, appeals for conversion, and, 
eventually, sophisticated appeals for financial support of the 
broadcast ministry. 

What we are observing now on the American religious scene 
is the comparative decline in influence of the small, local con
gregation and the emergence of large, diversified parachurch 
organizations which compete with the mainline churches for 
allegiance and financial support. But a greater issue, it seems 
to me, involves how the Bible is used, the doctrine taught, and 
the spiritual experience made exemplary before millions of 
viewers who have spiritual needs of their own. 

My quarrel with electronic preachers arises not from a lack 
of sincerity or lack of communicative skills, though some are 
undoubtedly charlatans and I have wondered about the emo
tional stability of a few. My concern is with the frequent 
irrelevance of their packaged programming and the subtle dis
tortion of Biblical doctrine. Most have become dispensers of 
religious junk food and spiritual pablum, harnessing the power 
of the word to elicit vast sums of revenue to underwrite diverse 
religious empires to their own honor and glory. 

The God of the electronic church is the celestial, beneficient 
grandfather above the bright blue who is ready to turn minuses 
into plusses and scars into stars if only we exercise possibility 
thinking. This God can work financial miracles and can deliver 

the material goods 1("There ain't nuttin my God cain't do," de
clared one gospel music performer). "Health and wealth the
ology" fills the religious airwaves. Jim Bakker relates one 
prayer incident where a man who requested a brown Winnebago 
camper received just that. Such incidents are recited countless 
times on Christian talk shows. Electronic Christianity is not a 
counter-culture; it is a superculture, an actualization of the 
best of everything that the world and life have to offer • 
. God's individual judgment, his sovereignty over all nations, and 
his demands of social justice receive scant mention. 

What is lamentable is the extremes to which not only God 
has · been anthropomorphized through folksy characterizations 
and pious chatter, but also that the priceless words of Christian 
theology-"love," "grace," "miracle," "born again"-have been 
devalued and trivialized through continual, careless usage. If 
the forces of evil sought to devise a plan that would diminish 
the historic sense of awe and t·everence for Deity, it would be 
hard to imagine the devising of a better plan than the one 
unwittingly deployed by many of the religious programs. 

There is no doubt that the electronic media are powerful 
tools for good in contemporary society. In recent years evan
gelical programming has improved its technical use of the 
medium. The potential is encouraging. Who ca&l deny the power 
of Billy Graham's preaching or the inspiration of programs like 
"Day of Discovery" and "Hour of Power" which blend exquisite 
footage of natural beauty with inspiring music. And "Herald 
of Truth" is a noteworthy example of the power of a relevant 
Bible message that is all the more impt·essive because the 
low key personalities communicating the truth never once 
make a pitch for the viewers pocketbooks. 

Christian television personalities should take a long look at 
financial policies that are producing huge revenues and sus
picions from viewers and journalists. They might spend more 
time preparing stronger Biblical messages and more significant 
television programs rather than twisting almost any Scripture 
and theme into a plug for more money. Big is not necessarily 
better and a personality cult is no substitute for the Lord's 
work within established congregations. Let the TV per
sonalities concede the electronic church is no church at all, for 
there is no opportunity for communion, fellowship, or services 
by the disciples. They might also stop dispersing personal 
biographies, freebie lapel pins, trinkets, ceramics, medallions, 
inscribed bricks, luminescent crosses and other ungodly junk 
to induce the viewer to roll out the green. Let them declare the 
whole counsel of God and explain the Christian lifestyle in 
terms of objective, realistic truth and experience. And let them 
end pre-occupation with the immediate end of the world and 
address the issues and challenges of Christian faith in the here 
and now. 

Westwood Church of Christ, 511 MolTison Road, McMinnville, 
TN 37110 
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A Pioneer Preacher in California (3) 
JERRY RUSHFORD 

When Thomas Thompson corresponded with Alexander Camp
bell on Christmas Day, 1853, there were only three congre
gations of the Church of Christ in California. Stockton and 
Santa Clara with 60 members each, and Napa County with 20 
or 30 members had all been established as a result of Thomp
son's pioneering efforts. Considering the difficulty of the field, 
this was a fine beginning. Nevertheless, Thompson was dis
appointed in the slow progress. 

However, in 1854 the Restoration Movement in California 
enjoyed a year of significant expansion with the establish
ment of six new congregations. As expected, Thomas Thompson 
played a key role in this pivotal year. In his letter to Campbell 
on June 8, 1854, he shared the good news of three new 
churches: 

On the first day of this year I organized a church at San 
Jose, with 12 members, immersing one of that number. On 
the first Lord's day in March, Bro. McCorkle and I held a 
meeting at Santa Rosa, planted a church of 4 members, 
including a preacher, proselyted from the Methodists, a 
man of much praise. He is preaching with success, and has 
added several to the church. On the 2nd Lord's day in 
March, we held a meeting at Napa, had 6 additions, and Bro. 
McCorkle has had several additions since. We had the 
labors of Bros. Correll and McCorkle at Santa Clara and 
vicinity on the 3rd and 4th Lord's days of May, when we 
had 14 additions-10 by immersion, 2 from the Baptists, 
and 2 united who had been members before. Bro. Stevenson 
organized a small church at San Francisco-10 or 12 mem
bers; and there might be one organized at Sacramento, 
with from 25 to 100 members, if they had a preacher of 
the right sort. 

Congregations were also started that year at Gilroy, Wood
land, and Vaca Valley, with Thompson assisting in the first 
two. Thompson's desire to see a church planted in Sacramento 
was realized the following year when he organized a congre
gation with 14 members. 

It was in 1855 that Thompson urged his California brethren 
to support a yearly state meeting. The Restoration Movement 
back in the Midwest had benefited from the practice of coming 
together in an annual meeting. Thompson remembered how 
much the cause in Missouri had been strengthened when the 
churches started the state meetings in 1837. 

The state meetings were born out of a need for more 
information about the progress of the cause in which all were 
interested. In addition to providing good preaching and enjoyable 
fellowship, the gatherings enabled the churches to explore ways 
in which they might cooperate together for the advancement of 
the gospel in their state. The meetings usually lasted several 
days. 

The first California state meeting met in Stockton from Octo
ber 17 to 19 in 1855. Members from each of the congregations 
were present, and everyone enthusiastically supported Thomp
son's suggestion that they meet together every autumn. The 
church in Vaca Valley asked for the privilege of hosting the 
second annual meeting in the fall of 1856. 
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The state meetings were never meant to develop into an 
organization that deprived the local churches of their autonomy. 
In explaining his motives in calling that first state meeting, 
Thompson later wrote: 

In 1855 I proposed to the church at Santa Clara a plan 
of cooperation through a state meeting. This was to be 
presented to the several churches. The plan being made 
out and adopted by the Santa Clara church, they made it 
my duty to visit the other churches and submit the matter 
to them. This I did, arid all of the other churches agreed 
to meet and cooperat~. This plan strictly guarded church 
rights, and distinctly stated that the cooperation or state 
meeting should not interfere with church discipline, or in 
any way control the action of any congregation, the only 
object being for consultation and conference for .. the more 
successful spread of the gospel. · 

The California state meetings eventually became large family 
encampments which lasted for ten days. They usually began 
on a Friday and closed on the afternoon of the second Lord's 
day. One record says: "By 1860 it was common to have 5,000 
people present on the Lord's day to break bread and hear the 
preaching of the gospel. One year at Vacaville, the crowd 
reached 7,000 in number, by actual count." This description 
bears a striking resemblance to our modern-day Yosemite Fam
ily Encampment in California which lasts for a full week and 
often draws over 5,000 in attendance. 

At the annual state meeting in 1860, the churches gathered 
statistics for the first time. It was revealed that there were 
27 congregations of the Church of Christ in the state with a 
combined membership of 1,223. Allowing for some scattered 
Christians who lived in areas where there was no church, the 
numerical strength of the movement was probably close to 
1,500 in 1860. All of these members and churches were located 
in Northern California. It would be another ten years before 
the first preacher arrived in Southern Califprnia. 

Thomas Thompson was 63 years old when he attended the 
great family encampment in 1860. It must have been an event 
filled with a sense of personal accomplishment for him. Ten 
years earlier he and his family had been alone in the State. 
Now the cause was flourishing in several communities and 
additional preachers were arriving each year. More tha~ one 
hundred persons were. baptized into Christ at the 1860 encamp
ment, including Linsey Carson, an old pioneer and brother to 
the famous "Kit" Carson. 

The Restoration Movement. in California even had its own 
monthly periodical by 1860. The Western E1Jangeli8t, ably edited 
by W. W. Stevenson, proclaimed the "plea" of the movement and 
chronicled the growth and expansion of the church in Califor
nia. Far more encouraging for the future, the first Christian 
college in the state was soon to be established in the city of 
Woodland. On March 4, 1861, the same day Abraham Lincoln 
was inaugurated, Hesperian College enrolled its first students. 

In our next article we will conclude this series by showing 
the lasting contribution of Thomas Thompson to the Res
toration Movement in California. 
Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 
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DIVISION - ITS C'AUSES AND CURESI 

Not long ago I awoke to discover that 
the congregation I was working with was 
going to split asunder. When the reality 
of the coming division became inescapable, 
the heartbreak and anguish I felt was sick
ening. The more apparent it became that 
division could not be averted, the grea~er 
the feelings of despair. Those of you who 
have gone through similar situations will 
be able to easily identify with the heart
ache I am describing. 

The liberal elements working within 
the church today are eating away the very 
foundations upon which we have been 
united in Christ and which have served 
as cornerstones of the restoration move
ment. Congregations all across the land 
and around the world are experiencing 
strife, unrest and division. That the prob
lem of division has always plagued the 
body of Christ cannot be denied. 

Why do congregations divide? Why 
can't brethren get along with each other 
and endeavor to preserve "the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace?" To be 
sure there are many reasons for division 
but I shall attempt to discuss only three 
such reasons in this article which I feel 
are at the bottom of much of the division 
the Lord's church has experienced over 
the years. 

In the long ago, Amos said, "Can two 
walk together, except they be agreed?" 
The implied answer is of course "No!" 
The implication of the prophet's words is 
that division will occur when brethren 
will not agree among themselves on var
ious issues. 

When Paul wrote his first letter to the 
Corinthian church, he instructed the breth
ren to "speak the same thing" and to "be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment." In matters 
of religion then, unity can only be had 
when all loyal followers of Christ will en
deavor to "speak as the oracles of God" 
and endeavor to "hold fast the form of 
sound words" as instructed in 1 Timothy 
1:13. But before we can speak as the 
oracles of God and before we can hold 
fast the form of sound words, we must 
study the word of God so we can "rightly · 
divide the word of truth." When we have 
learned what the Bible teaches and what 
it does not teach--and when faithful gospel 
preachers will "preacllthe word" and will 
"contend earnestly for the faith," we will 
have armed ourselves with the weapons 
needed to avert and avoid division. And 
let it be plainly understood by all, a great 
host of enlightened scholars not with
standing, the Bible says we can KNOW 
the truth and we can thereby free our
selves of sin. 

Ignorance of God's Word 
One of the major causes of strife and 

division is ignorance of God's word. The 
Old Testament prophet hit the nail square-

HAROLD THOMAS 

ly on the head when he said, "My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge." 
While growth in knowledge as in the other 
Christian graces, certainly' requires time, 
many members of the church are, in the 
words of inspiration, "willfully ignorant" 
of what God's book says simply because 
they make little or no effort to study to 
show themselves approved as instructed 
in 2 Tim. 2:15. For this reason they are 
unable to distinguish truth from error 
and are led captive by falsehood before 
they realize it if they ever realize it! 

Some things we have learned well. For 
example, very few of us would argue 
about the necessity of baptism. But God's 
word has a great deal to say about other 
aspects of the Christian system aside 
from baptism. I am thankful that we have 
learned the truth with regard to what 
the Bible says about baptism. But many 
of my brethren don't know much beyond 
this. And it is appalling that "when for 
the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again which be 
the first principles of the oracles of 
God" (Heb. 4:12). Brethren, let's renew 
our interest in studying the Bible and in 
learning to handle it aright. It's alright 
to specialize in and become authorities on 
"pet subjects" but in so doing we often 
fail to appreciate other great truths of 
God. As long as we remain ignorant of 
what the Bible teaches in regard to other 
truths, however insignificant we think 
them to be, Satan will continue to divide 
us because we don't know the Bible as we 
ought. 

Failure to Preach the ·Word 

A second cause of strife and division 
is failure on the part of those who preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ to 
preach the WORD. The uncertain sounds 
emitting from many pulpits are frighten
ing. If we are to survive in this modern 
age we must have bold, dynamic, Bible 
centered preaching. The "easy does it" be 
"broadminded" approach to preaching the 
gospel is killing us. I can well imagine 
tpat within a few more years we will be 
qearing gospel preachers saying "Unless 
you repent (in a measure), and are bap
tized (by some mode), in order to be saved 
(so to speak), you are (I am sorry to 
say) in danger of being lost (at least 
to some extent)!" We already hear from 
every authority in the realm of religion 
on Sunday except God. Entire sermons 
are preached with little or no scriptural 
references. Its time we started to con
sider the preaching of men like John the 
Baptist, Stephen and Paul. Their's was 
the straightforward preaching of the gos
pel that turned the world upside down 
and shook the sinner to his core. Those 
who heard them preach had no trouble 
at all understanding what they said or 
what they meant. 

All of us have heard the story about 
the young preacher who, upon taking his 
first work, began at once to deal with the 
sins which were prevalent in the congre
gation he was working with. His first les
son dealt with drinking. His second, with 
dancing. His third, with gambling and his 
fourth with divorce. After each lesson he 
was admonished by a deacon not to preach 
on those subjects again because he was 
upsetting some of the members and vis
itors. Finally, in desperation, the young 
preacher asked the deacon what he thought 
it would be all right to preach on. Where
upon the deacon urged the young preacher 
to preach on the evils of practicing witch
craft because there wasn't a one of them 
within a hundred miles of the congrega
tion. I know from experience what this 
young man went through. I have had 
elders, deacons and average members to 
admonish me not to preach on various 
subjects or to "take it easy" when preach
ing on "thus and so" because we don't 
want the members or visitors riled. You 
can imagine the pressure a man is under 
when he knows the truth and when it is 
made clear that his job is on the line if 
he preaches it. And let me tell you that 
the old trick works on a lot of preachers. 
The reason I know this is because we don't 
have too many practicing witches among 
us but we do have whole congregations 
of drinkers, dancers, gamblers and adul
terers and those who suppc:'rt such. I have 
made it my goal to p:.·each the truth as 
I understand it without fear or favor
even if it costs me my job, which I might 
add, it has on occasions. I urge my fellow 
preachers to "contend earnestly for the 
faith." In the words of our late brother, 
George Darling, Sr., "Important issues de
mand HARD HITTING, and hard hitting 
makes things disagreeable." We desperately 
need men who will preach the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth even 
when it means things might become dis
agreeable and even if it means they will 
be forced to "make tents'' on the side in 
order to physically get by! 

The Spirit of Compromise 
The third major cause of division which 

I want to address myself to is the spirit 
of compromise which has taken up what 
appears to be permanent residence in the 
thinking of a host of members throughout 
our brotherhood. Let me give you one ex
ample of what I am talking about. In the 
division that occurred within the congre
gation I was working with that I men
tioned in the beginning of this article, 
the major issue centered around whether 
or not men must meet the qualifications 
listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 
before they are allowed to serve as elders. 
In other words, MUST a man be "blame
less," MUST a man be "the husband of 
one wife," MUST a man "have faithful 
children not accused of 1iot or unruly," 

(Continued on page 12) 
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ECLECTICISM 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

Nearly thirty years ago I was conducted through the Bahai 
Temple on the north side of Chicago. I was impressed with the 
physical beauty of the structure, and being a member of a 
photography club I took a number of pictures. In the course of 
time I was viewing the temple, I was in the presence of a mem
ber of the Lord's church who is married to a preacher's daugh
ter. In speaking of the Bahai worship, this man remarked, 
"There is one good thing they have." I was somewhat surprised 
to think that a member of the church could believe that the 
Bahais had anything for the church, and so I inquired as to his 
meaning. His rejoinder was, "They believe in one world religion, 
and that is what we need." 

Under the guises of "unity," "union," "oneness," etc., this 
subtle enemy of Christianity continues to capture the hearts of 
the unsuspecting. Those who have been carried away by the 
charismatics are likely to break out with the song that has it: 
"We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord .... " Sounds 
good to the uninitiated, but they do not mean that those of us 
who have obeyed the gospel are one in Christ, but rather that 
we are one with all ...• 

By eclecticism is meant a combining of various elements of 
the principal religions of the world into one so-called universal 
religion appealing to all men everywhere without antagonizing 
any of them. Dr. Ernest Hocking is one of the chief proponents 
for the kind of Christ-denying requirements of fitting Chris
tianity into this mold. In his The Church, and the New World 
Mind he says: "We cannot forget that Hinduism has given 
us, in the Vendanta, probably the strictest notion of the abso
lute unity of God that the race has achieved" (p. 56). He sug
gests that in this new world faith everything pertaining to the 
supernatural in Christianity be given up. This means, of 
course, that everything sacred to the Christian must be sacri
ficed for "unity." The deity of Christ, his virgin birth, his 
miracles, his resurrection from the dead, and the efficacy of 
his death upon the cross must all be forsaken. Dr. Hocking, 
for years the head of the Department of Philosophy at Harvard 
University, taught thousands of students about the "unity" of 
this desupernaturalized cult. He spoke of a "chain of centers 
set about the world to sustain the continuing E!nterprise of 
reconceiving religion through culture, and world culture through 
religion." Do you not wonder through what world culture 
of today Christianity should be reconceived? Communist, Facist, 
contemporary America? The Unity school of Christianity? His 
subtlety escapes the idealists among us when he states: "It is 
the law of history that men in groups lose their lives in order 
to save them." Living Religions and the World Faitk (p. 208). 
His teaching is that what is good in Christianity, can only be 
saved by Christianity giving up its unique doctrines and losing 
itself in a world cult. 

Nor is he the only one to propagate such rot. Dr. Hugh Miller, 
of the University of Southern California said that in this new 
world religion, "the vast peace of Buddha, the verve of Moham
med, the iconoclasm of Communism, the wide haven of the 
Orient, yes, even the realism of National Idealism, must all 
have their room in that consummatory of men." Clwistian Trutk 
in History pp. 230-232. 

Hope for an eclectic religion seems to be gaining ground even 
in the Lord's church by idealists who do not think through 
its many ramifications. 

Edgar Sheffield Brightman wrote: "The Christian Church 
will come to recognize in Buddhism, and Hinduism, Confucian
ism and Modernism, other roads to God. The Christian will 
treat representatives of these religions as brothers, not as 
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heathen enemies of the faith. • . . The future will see the 
church moving away from partisanship to a true brotherhood 
of man." The Future of Christianity p. 80. 

Yales Clyde Mcintosh wrote: "Be it known then, that to 
the building of this modest but firmly founded temple of an 
empirically scientific theology all 'religions are invited to bring 
material, suck empirical data of dependably successful and 
universally valuable religious experience as tkey may kave al
ready acqu.ired or be able hereafter to discover (Italics his 
W.H.D.) What we may expect indeed, is that this temple of 
a scientifically verified and therefore universally valid theology 
will be in the future the center of a truly scientific religious 
education and a truly scientific evangelism and missionary 
activity in which different religions will share their values 
with each other and contribute thus to the spiritual enrichment 
of all .... These three, truth, beauty, and goodness, are the gen
erally recognized absolute or eternally and universally valid 
values. But it is a fair question whether we ought not to recog
nize one or two other types of universal value. There is the 
value discovered by the social interest in the narrower and 
more specific sense of the term 'social,' the value, namely, of 
true friendship and love, of universal friendliness and ideal 
relations in general." 

"Again, while we have said that universal religion must be 
friendly to all universally valid values, that is, to truth, beauty, 
morality, and love, the further question arises as to whether 
the religious value itself ought not to be recognized as an 
ultimate end, instead of being regarded as merely instrumental 
to other spiritual values. This is a question which can be an
~wered in the affirmative with a high degree of assurance, 
JUSt as soon as we become assured of the existence of a religious 
Object, or God, of ideal character. Fellowship with such a 
divine Being would obviously have the social value of love 
on the one hand and the spiritual values involved in experience 
of the ideal on the other; but in addition to all this it would 
seem to have the distinctively religious value which belongs 
to experience of the 'numinous,' that is, the holy or divine as 
such .. From the point of view of even a moderately and sa~ely 
~ys.tical development of religion, it becomes very certain, sub
Jectively at least, that this distinctively religious value of fellow
ship or union with God is of ultimate and absolute validity." 
The Pilgrimage of Faitk in the World of Modern Thought. 
p. 229. 

The frightening thing is that this high sounding phraseology 
has caused some idealists among us to buy the concept of a 
universal religion without realizing that all the unique charac
teristics of Christianity centering in the person of Jesus Christ 
our Lord are eliminated. This professor from Yale is pointing 
up a world religion that will have nothing to do with the 
C~rist, the only begotten Son of the Living God who took upon 
himself the form of a man. He is selling a I'eligion that elim
inates all recognition of the absolute supremacy of Christ of 
the fact of his vicarious atoning .death on the cross, his tri~m
phal resurrection and ascension into heaven to be seated at 
the right hand of God. The writings of the Apostle Paul will 
have no place in this universal religion. There will be no place 
for people to come to God through obedience to the gospel of 
Christ. Nor, so far as we are able to find out, will there be 
a hope of the soul "entering into that which is within the 
veil, whither as a forerunner Christ entered for us." All the 
grounds of that hope are eliminated in this conception of a 
universal religion. 
4642 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA. 91602 
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Greek Word Studies on the Function and Authority of Preachers (3) 

B. Euangelistes 

Euangelistes ("evangelist,) occurs three 
times in the N.T.: once describing Philip 
(Acts 21 :28); once describing one of the 
gifts listed in Ephesians (Eph. 4 :11); 
and once describing the work Timothy 
is charged to do (2 Tim. 4 :5). The term 
"evangelist" describes a function one dis
charges, not an office he holds. While all 
the apostles were evangelists, not all evan
gelists were apostles. The task of the 
evangelist was to "preach the word" (2 
Tim. 4 :2). In the post-apostolic church 
history the evangelists came to be con
sidered the successors of the apostles. 
The term then also takes on the sense of 
an "author of a Gospel." However, these 
are post-Biblical developments. 

The verb euangelizesthai is fifty-five 
times in the N.T. Its O.T. background is 
basar, "to announce the good news of sal
vation" (Is. 40:9; 52:7; 61:1; Ps. 96:2). 
Twenty-three N.T. occurrences of euan
gelizesthai are rendered in the K.J.V. as 
"preach"; twenty-two as "preach the 
Gospel," two as "bring good tidings~' (Lk. 
2:10; 1 Thess. 3:6); two as "show glad 
tidings" (Lk. 1:19; 8:1); once "bring 
glad tidings" (Rom. 10: 15b) ; once "de
clare" (Rev. 10 :7) ; once "declare glad 
tidings" (Acts 13 :32) ; and then there are 
three (Acts 14:7; Gal. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:25) 
miscellaneous renderings. There is also 
the verb proeuangelizomai (Gal. 3 :8), "to 
preach the Gospel in advance." The prom
ise that in Abraham all nations would be 
blessed is an announcing of good news 
before the good news became a reality. 

Euangelion (the message announced) 
occurs seventy-seven times. It is most 
often rendered "Gospel" (46 t.); but also 
is modified as "Gospel of Christ" (11 t.); 
"Gospel of God" (7 t.); and "Gospel of 
the kingdom" (3 t.). By the second cen
tury euangelion had come to mean the 
written message of salvation. Then each 
individual book came to be called a gospel. 

The distinction which is standard 
among us, between the local preacher and 
the evangelist who travels, is a distinc
tion unknown to the N.T. and one which 
has come into our thought through de
nominational influences. The fundamental 
idea in the N. T. in preaching is the telling 
of news to people who had not heard it 
before-what we call evangelization. It 
has nothing to do with the delivery of 
sermons to the converted. 

Katangellein 

Another word not greatly different 
from kerussein and euangelizein is katan
gellein ("to announce") which occurs in 
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eighteen passages, while its corresponding 
noun katangelous occurs once (Acts 17: 
18), and is rendered "setter forth (K.J.V. 
and N.I.V) or "preacher" (R.S.V.) In 
these words the messenger as contrasted 
with the teacher is stressed. 

This verb katangellein describes the 
proclamation of the prophets (Acts 3 :24) 
and the proclamation by Jesus of light to 
the people and to the Gentiles (Acts 26: 
23). It is frequent for the apostles' proc
lamation (Acts 4:2; 13:5; 38; 15:36; 16: 
17; 21; 17:3; 13, 23) of Jesus, of the word 
of God, and of the resurrection. The faith 
of the Romans is proclaimed through the 
world (Rom. 1 :8). The Christian pro
claims the Lord's death in the Lord's sup
per (1 Cor. 11 :26) ; Paul and his company 
proclaim Christ (1 Cor. 2:1; Col. 1 :28). 
Paul rejoices that though some proclaim 
Christ out of bad motives, Christ is pro
claimed (Phil 1 :17); and finally, those 
who proclaim the Gospel have a right to 
live by it (1 Cor. 9 :14). 

C. Minister 

Our use of the word "minister" as a 
distinguishing designation for the preach
er also reflects the penetration of de
nominational thought and practice into 
our ranks. In the N.T. thre are many per
sons who minister; but there are not one, 
two, or five who are "the ministers." 

1. Diakanos 

Diakanos which lies back of the term 
"minister" occurs thirty times in the N. T. 
In the K.J.V. it is twenty times rendered 
"minister," seven times "servant," and 
three (where it is in a church organiza
tion context) as "deacon" (Phil 1:1; 1 
Tim 3:8, 12). 

As "servant," diakanos designates the 
servants of a king (Mt. 22:13) and the 
servants in charge of wine at the wed
ding feast (Jn. 2:5, 9). It occurs in Jesus' 
statement, "The greatest among you will 
be your servant" (Mt. 23:11; Mk. 9:35); 
and occurs in the statement "Where I am 
my servant will also be" (Jn. 12:26). 
Finally, Phoebe is a "servant of the church 
in Cenchrea" (Rom. 16 :1). 

This last case is the one time diakanos 
designates a female, and it raises the 
question whether or not the early church 
had female appointees. In view of the 
ambiguity of the term, the passage need 
mean no more than that Phoebe served. 
the church. The same obscurity resides 
in the term gune in 1 Tim. 3:11 which 
can either designate "women" or "wives." 
If "women," it could give the qualifica
tions of "deaconesses"; but the case is not 

conclusive. The writer is likely speaking 
of the wives of the deacons. If we have 
recourse to history, we learn from Plinv 
in his letter to Trajan that he has ques
tioned two females-ministers (ministrae) 
-of the church in Bithynia about its 
practices. This Latin term has the same 
ambiguity that the two previous Greek 
terms have and does not demonstrate con
clusively that the second century church 
had female appointees in its organization. 
Beyond this item, the clear evidence of 
the second century points to a developing 
organization of bishops, presbyters and 
deacons. It is not until one arrives at 
the third century Church Orders that he 
finds clear evidence for deaconesses. 

Reverting to consideration of the twenty 
occurrences of diakanos that are rendered 
"minister" in the K.J.V., one finds Jesus 
calling the one who wants to be great to 
be minister (Mt. 20:26; Mk. 10:43); the 
alternation with "servant" in the next 
verse is only for English variety; the 
Greek words are identical. The civil ruler 
is "God's minister" (Rom. 13:4; bis). 
Christ is the minister of the Jews for the 
truth of God (Rom. 15 :8); Paul and Ap
pollos are ministers through whom the 
Corinthians have believed (1 Cor. 3 :5); 
the apostles are ministers of a new cov
enant (2 Cor. 3 :6); they are "ministers of 
God" (2 Cor. 6:4); the devil's ministers 
appear as ministers of righteousness (2 
Cor. 11:15; bis); those wl:o oppose Paul 
claim to be ministers of Christ (2 Cor. 
11 :23); and Paul asks if Christ is a min
ister of sin (Gal. 2:17). Then, Paul him
self is a minister of the Gospel (Eph. 3:7; 
Col. 1 :23) and a minister to the church 
in Colossae (Col. 1 :25). Tychicus is a 
faithful minister of the Lord (Eph. 6:21; 
Col. 4 :7) ; and Epaphras is a faithful 
minister of Christ" (Col. 1:7). A manu
script variant (1 Thess. 3:2) calls 
Timothy "God's minister"; then Timothy 
is called on to be a "good minister" in 
Paul's letter to him (1 Tim. 4:6). 

The whole emphasis of diakanos as used 
in Paul's writings is on subordination. 
Paul has very pointed warnings against 
conceit (Rom. 11:25; 12 :16) and has ex
hortations to submission (1 Cor. 16:16; 
Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5). It becomes obvious 
that this term has none of the connota
tions of an authoritarian figure in the 
congregations. It does not even occur with 
the definite article-"the minister." It is 
only a quirk of our English translations 
that all of the occurrences were not ren
dered "servant," as some are, instead of 
"minister.'' 

(More Next Week) 

1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, TN 38117 
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What About Social Drinking? H. D. SIMMONS 

You may hear it said that many of our 
preachers will not preach about social 
drinking. Some say this is an increasing 
problem among my brethren. I under
stand in many areas it is simply accepted. 

However, when I first read Jim Mc
Guiggan's book The Bible, The Saint, and 
tho Liquor Industry, soon I realized some 
preachers still ardently oppose social 
drinking. 

Should we oppose social drinking? Per
mit me to share some of my study on this 
controversy. 

The Bible does not give a negative com
mand for ·every worldly activity in every 
age--if so God's word would be volumes 
instead of a volume. Rather God gives to 
us in his Book, divine principles to apply 
to the situations of life. Let's apply God's 
principles to social drinking: (1) The 
Biblical Principle of Fruit. Something. 
can be known about by noting its fruit. 
Most of us already know the miserable 
fruit of alcohol in our world (if not, write 
Texas Alcohol Narcotics Education, Inc., 
6778 Greenville Ave., Dallas, Texas). The 
industry stands condemned by its miser
able fruit. In the light of this fruit God's 
people cannot give social drinking their 
approval. 

(2) Alcoholic beverages can stimulate, 
motivate, and heighten the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and pride of 
life. Alcohol, even taken in small amonnts, 
affects the higher brain centers and -re
moves our inhibitions and dulls self
criticism. 

When John said, "love not the world" 
what did he mean by the term "the 
world." The things of the earth that stir 

I Wish It Could Be 
I know that the past is gone forever, 

and I can not bring it back. I know that 
tomorrow is not here, and to worry about 
it is to cross bridges before I get there. 
Thus today is all I have, but I wish that 
I could bring some things out of the past, 
and if I have a tomorrow, I could have 
one more local work with some of the 
attributes of churches with which I once 
worked. The chance for such a work is 
very slim, but one can dream can't he? 

I would like to once more work for a 
people who met together to worship God, 
because they loved to be with one another, 
and because they loved God. Such a people 
do not come to be entertained, or to have 
their ears tickled but to learn and to 
serve. They do not feel that they are doing 
God a favor, and the church should treat 
them like special guests. 

I wish that_ I could work with a people 
who reach out to others because they love 
people, and are concerned for their souls. 
They would be a people who did not feel 
that they had to be assigned to a par
ticular job, as part of some super organi
zation formed by men, in order to serve, 
but served out of love and concern. Such 
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desire, seduce from God, and that are 
obstacles to the cause of Christ . . . the 
incentives to sin pt·oceeding from the 
world. The phrase means "that which is 
hostile to God, lost in sin, wholly at odds 
with anything divine." 

So we must not align ourselves with 
anything that is an obstacle to the cause 
of Christ, with anything that seduces from 
God. So Christians should abstain from 
alcohol. It would be impossible to measure 
the amount of damage done to Christ's 
cause because of it. 

Before their conversion the people of 
1 Peter 4:3 were involved in banquetings 
(KJV). What does this word convey? 
It is the Greek word potos and comes 
from another Greek word which means to 
drink (Matt. 6:25, 26:27). This word 
(potos) means: A drinking bout (Strong's 
p. 60), A drinking, carousing (Thayer 
p. 533). Literally a drinking, signifies a 
drinking bout (Vine's p. 170), A drink
ing (Young's p.70), Drinking bouts (Vin
cent vol. 1. p. 66), Drinkings, especially a 
drinking party, carousal (Arndt & Gin
rich p. 696), Drinkings (Dictionary of the 
Bible, Hastings p. 83), Drinking bout, ca
rouse (Theological Dictionary of the N.T., 
Kittle v. 6, p. 145), Drinking parties 
(NASV), ... the drinking bout, the ban
quet, the symposium, not of necessity ex
cessive, but giving opportunity for excess 
(Synonyms of the N. T., R. C. Trench p. 
211). the word oinophlugia translated ex
cess of wine found in this same passage 
is a combination of two Greek words-
"wine and bubble up or overflow" (Vine's 
57)-this wor.d means drunkenness (Arndt 

(Continued on page 15) 
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a people would not have to be petted and 
pampered all the time, but could be 
praised justifiably, but accept such praise 
in humility. 

I wish that I could work for a church 
where there were parents who knew and 
filled the need of raising their children 
the Lord's way. They would not be a 
people who prodded the church to do 
something for the young people, meaning 
to keep them entertained, but would back 
the elders and the church in its efforts to 
help the young with their spiritual needs. 
They would not leave it to the church to 
do what they as parents should be doing. 

0, How I would love to once again 
have a people to work with, who loved 
and respected its elders. Such would be a 
people who did not think of getting the 
elders out of their way, so they could 
get things done, but thought of working 
with the elders, as things were being done. 
The modern day idea, "Let us get rid of 
the elders, and run the church by popular 
vote," would never occur to them. 

One thing I sorely miss is that good 
old family spirit of unity that prevailed 
in churches with which I have labored. 

We didn't always agree on everything, 
but we respected one anothers right to 
differ. We could sit down as brethren, 
talk things over heart to heart, and walk 
away from every meeting knowing that 
peace and harmony would prevail. 

It would be nice to work with a church 
once again, made up of people who did not 
pick at statements in sermons or articles, 
getting their feelings hurt because they 
were sensitive. If I should touch on some
thing that concerned them they would 
know that I didn't pick them out of the 
crowd, but was merely making a bibical 

(Continued on page 14) 

In Whom Do The Brethren 
Have Faith? 

KEITH MARSHALL: 

Having listened to brethren as they 
let down their hair with one another and 
watching their lives, especially as they 
relate to the church and its meetings, I 
have learned one thing: Their faith is in 
humans-not the Son of God! This has 
come through loud and clear. Their at
tendance and activity is governed by their 
like or dislike of the man in the pulpit! 
If they don't like him they .don't attend 
or just attend. If they have one that they 
like, they will work their heads off! So, 
over a period of time, as preachers come 
and go, they blow hot and then cold. 

Now, having been preaching and study
ing the Bible for twenty-seven years, I 
think I have a good understanding of 
what is required of a child of God: 
FAITHFULNESS! Paul told the Corinthi
ans that it was required of every Chris
tian. Then, addressing the Ephesian Chris
tians, he referred to them as "the faithful 
in Christ Jesus." Now, this faithfulness 
is due to our faith being in a faithful 
Saviour. Paul told the Thessalonians that 
"the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil," and then 
again, "Faithful is he that calleth you, 
who also will do it." 

Paul wrote to the Galatians that his 
faith was in Jesus Christ who loved him 
and gave himself for him. Now, if faith is 
in Christ, then it doesn't make any dif
ference who is preaching (unless he is a 
!alse preacher) they will be faithful in 
their attendance. 

When I move to another town, the first 
thing I do is try to find all the delinquent 
Christians and try to get them started 
back to faithful service to the Lord again. 
Very often I am told something like this: 
"Well, preacher, I'll come out and hear 
you preach, once anyway, to see what. 
kind of a preacher you are." I usually 
reply that I am not the object of worship 
or interest when saints meet to worship 
and fellowship one another. You see, their 
faith is not in Christ. If it was, they 
wouldn't deliberately neglect the assembly 
of the saints. 

Brethren, let's ·he sure our faith is cen
tered in Christ and not mortal man. 
Box 514, Rankin, Texas 79778 
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LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH-(1) 
On every hand today, there is a cry for 

more and better leadership. It is heard in 
government, industry, and everywhere. As 
our culture and our civilization become 
more complex, better leadership is de
manded. To this general rule in the world 
the church of Christ is no exception. As 
the congregations grow in numbers, and 
as problems come in more complex ways, 
we need more and better leaders for the 
local churches. Some congregations num
ber in the hundreds and even in the thou
sands today, and great leadership is 
necessary for the churches. Of course, we 
should always desire to improve ourselves, 
knowing always that "it can be improved." 

Church Leadership Is Not "Bossing" 
When we speak of leadership in the 

church, by this we do not mean "bossing." 
To be a "boss" and to be a leader-these 
two are not the same. As local churches 
grow, and as activities and problems grow 
more complex, true leadership must be 
exercised in the congregation. The vital 
problem that faces church leaders today 
is the one of "how to make church activity 
and participation in the work of the 
church-local congregations-a happy and 
a spiritually satisfying experience for the 
members of the church." The quality of 
local leadership will eventually determine 
the solution of this problem. 

In a local church, there are always peo
ple who differ in many ways: in age, in 
previous experiences, in background, in 
knowledge, in economic positions, and 
someone must act to unify these people 
in their efforts for the Lord. This is the 
distinctive task of the church leader
preacher, elder, deacon, as the case may 
be. Easily grasped ought to be the con
cept that under these conditions, churches 
do not need "bosses," but they must have 
leaders to bring them together-to get 
them all headed in the same direction, 
following Christ, so that the work of the 
church may be carried forward. 

What Is Leadership in The Church? 
Here there are some misconceptions 

that should be cleared away before we 
can really begin to win and to develop 
leaders. These misconceptions do indeed 
hinder our work as elders, evangelists, 
deacons, and teachers; in fact, the entire 
membership. 

Leadership in a local church is not to 
be expressed in terms of "power" or 
ability to dominate the church. That makes 
a "pope"-he may be a little pope in a 
local church, but what is the difference 
in one big pope, or "papa" in the churches 
or a lot of little popes among us? The one 
is to be abhoiTed about as much as the 
other! The fact is that when the churches 
in the past allowed little popes to develop 
and flourish, this led ultimately to the 
"big papa" rulership in and among reli
gious people. 

Commanding or bossing of itself is 
wholly inadequate as a basis for getting 

LEONARD MULLENS 

results from people in a local congrega
tion who must of necessity work to
gether to accomplish the work which God 
has commanded local churches to do! 
Thus, church leadership is not just "com
manding people to do things," and then 
expecting that they ought and that they 
will for the simple reason that those who 
lead have issued the command. What is, 
then, true leadership in the church? 

Various definitions of leadership have 
been given in a general way. Most of us 
may have a favorite one. Dwight D. Eisen
hower, former president, had one: "Lead
ership is the art of getting someone else 
to do what you want done because he wants 
to do it." Good church leadership, then, 
to adapt to the above definition, is the 
"art of getting the church workers to do 
what the Lord wants done because they 
want to do it. 

Leadership must strive to ma.ke the 
work to be done appealing to the people 
who are expected to do that work. Some
one must work to make the group loyal 
to the purpose, to the cause for which 
the group exists. Someone must be able 
to show the members how they will be 
benefited by doing the work, and that 
someone is the leader! 

Since the work of a local church is :1 

cooperative work, and since the purpose 
is to use and develop all the members 
of the church, using their talents in the 
best ways, then leadership in the church 
must concern itself with how the members 
of the church can best be brought to work 
together for the common end or purpose 
or goal or mission. More than that, it is 
also a matter of how they can be brought 
together to do this work happily and 
therefore most effectively. This may be 
defined as "power with people," and not 
as "power over people." Church leader
ship can therefore be defined as "power 
with people." "Power over people" con
cerns itself wholly with the result; but 
"power with people" is equally as con
cerned with the way-the process-which 
brings about the result. It is in this way 
that people are developed and that they 
grow in the service of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. People in the church need to grow 
into maturity spiritually, and this too is 
a purpose in church leadership: to de
velop people spiritually; to lead them into 
maturity in Christ. 

The true spiritual leader of men recog
nizes that the purpose of leadership in 
the church is to develop people; to mold 
them into the kind of characters that 
Christ would have them to become. It is 
not the place of a church leader just to 
make decisions; it is his to mold men. 
Therefore, church leaders must come to 
see that our most important commodity 
is people. 

It has been said that there are two 
kinds of leaders: those who are interested 
in the flock and those who are interested 
in the fleec~. Our aim should be to win 

and develop leaders who are concerned 
with Christ's flock; with the development 
of the individual members in spiritual 
ways. 

A good leader inspires others with con
fidence in him; a great leader inspires 
people with confidence in themselves. 
This is the type of leadership needed in 
churches of Christ today. 

Our concern is not just with leadership; 
it is specific, because we are concerned 
with the Christian view of leadership. All 
of us, however, ought to be good follow
ers of the Lord; faithful servants. "More
over it is required in stewards that a man 
be found faithful" (1 Cor. 4:2). Certainly 
leaders must be good stewards. Yet, the 
lesson now to be learned is that those 
who lead must first be led themselves, by 
the Lord! 

Following Comes Before Leadership 
We are all invited by the Lord to 

"Come, follow Me." This includes all dis
ciples of Jesus; those who lead and those 
who follow. Christ is the great leader of 
us all. 

Christian leadership is a relative mat
ter. Christ is the leader; the rest of us are 
first of all followers of him; servants of 
the Lord. Our Lord has taught us that to 
be great in his kingdom, we must serve. 
"But whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; And whosoever 
will be chief among you, I et him be your 
servant: Even as the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many" 
(Matt. 20:26-28). Followship and servant
ship both must precede and should al
ways accompany leadership. A Christian 
leader should be thought of as a servant, 
and certainly should always think of him
self as a servant. The Lord came to serve, 
and the disciple is not above his Lord. 

A true Christian leader identifies him
self with the needs and the goals of the 
individuals whom he leads, along with the 
group as a whole. He becomes a true ser
vant. True leadership means to invest 
your life in the task of guiding and lead
ing through God's word the members of 
the church into mature spiritual character 
in Christ. 

Human leaders are needed to carry out 
Christ's work in the world. The New 
Testament teaches this principle. People 
in groups do not always know what to ~o 
or how to do it. They need leaders. If thts 
were not so, the Lord would not ~ave 
made provisions for bishops, evangelists, 
teachers, and deacons. Someone must plan 
the work to be done; someone must super
vise that work. Someone must show the 
way by staying ahead of the gro~p. 

Yet the importance of followmg the 
Lord by those who lead must be kept in 
our hearts always. The man who has not 
learned to follow the Lord cannot lead 
his people in the Lord's way. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 9) 

Leaders Must Be People of Action 
Christ wants leaders in his church who 

can interpret the present situation, and 
act in wisdom, but at the same time, these 
people must be leaders who are people of 
vision, who look ahead and plan for the 
future. The church of tomorrow will in 
large measure be what the leaders of to
day have planned for it to be. Leaders 
must be workers; people of action. It is 
not possible to lead without taking action. 
Decisions must be made, and the work 
must be done. 

Paul stands as a great example of a 
true Christian leader. He expressed it in 
these words: "For we are labourers to
gether with God: ye are God's husbandry, 
ye are God's building" (1 Cor. 3 :9). 
Christians are fellow workers with God! 
A truly thoughtful man is rather startled 
by these words. God is omnipotent, and 
he can do what he wants to do; be can 
bring about whatever he desires, at any 
time, with or without us, we reason. But 
here the matter of what God wills to do 
enters into consideration. It is true that 
God has all the power, but he has willed 
that in the work of man's salvation, and 
in the edifying of God's people, men take 
a part. God wills to use men in bringing 
about his purposes for humanity. Those 
who take the lead in God's work must be 
men of action; people who do not sit 
around and talk about what ought to be 

done, but who are up and out and doing 
God's will. How can we expect others to 
act, to move, to do when the leadership 
does not take action ? 

In the salvation of the world, God has 
ordained that those who are saved by the 
gospel must take the gospel to those who 
are lost. The great command of the Lord 
is "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16: 
15). This is a positive command from 
Jesus; it demands action: Go ye! It is a 
powerful command, because when we keep 
it, men are saved by the power of the 
Lord's gospel, and he has promised to be 
with us in its execution. It is a personal 
command addressed to all of the Lord's 
people. Yes, this command is positive, and 
powerful, and personal! In its carrying 
out, the people of God need strong, cour
ageous, active leadership. 

We Need Christian Leaders 
That the church needs leaders is ob

vious! Every group must have leadership 
if it moves and survives. This is true of 
the church of Christ. Leaders must act in 
such ways that they lead the church to 
act in doing God's will; in carrying out 
the mission of the church in this world. 

Churches must have leaders who are 
men of faith; who believe in God, in Jesus 
Christ, in the Bible! "But without faith 

(Continued on page 11} 

Fumiture for the Church 
Quality Products for the Thrifty 
Congregation or Christian School 

Please write or call for free catalog. 

The WILSON Co. 
P. O. Bx 8300 Ed Wilson 
Waeo, Texu '16'110 (81'1) '1'12-1104 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429·1403 

Central Ohio School for Preachers and Teachers 
1980 Lectures 

Sunday, October S 

11:00 A.M. What is The Faith? 
-}ames 0. Baird 

3:00 P.M. What is a Challenge? 
-}ames 0. Baird 

Monday, October 6 
9:00 A.M. The 70 A.D. Doctrine 

-Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 
10:00 A.M. Ignorance 

-}.D. Thomas 
11:00 A.M. Modernism 

-Roy Deaver 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Modernism 
-Roy Deaver 

2:30 P.M. Atheism 
- Thomas Warren 

3:30P.M. Non-Cooperative Spirit 
-}.D. Thomas 

7:00P.M. Agnostics 
- Thomas Warren 

11Challenges to The Faith From:" 
October 5-8 

8:00 P.M. Emotionalism 
-Clarence DeLoach, }r. 

Tuesday, October 7 

9:00 A.M. Ritualism 
-John Waddey 

10:00 A.M. Entertainment Industry 
-Thomas Eaves 

11:00 A.M. Public Education 
-John Waddey 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Textual Perversions 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

2:30 P.M. Pharisaism 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

3:30 P.M. Mass Media 
-Thomas Eaves 

7:00 P.M. Materialism 
-Rex Turner, Sr. 

8:00 P.M. Cultism 
-Robert Taylor, Jr. 

Reservations for Housing - (614) 491-5777 

Wednesday, October 8 

9:00 A.M. Denominational Spirit 
-}ames Maxwell 

10:00 A.M. Apathy 
- }. Noel Merideth 

11:00 A.M. Jslamism 
-}ames Maxwell 

12:00 Noon - Lunch Break 
Provided at Building 

1:30 P.M. Communism 
- P.D. Wilmeth 

2:30P.M. Grace vs. Law Doctrine 
-Goebel Music 

3:30P.M. "Band Wagon" Spirit 
- }. Noel Merideth 

7:00P.M. Humanism 
-Goebel Music 

8:00 P.M. Civil Government 
-P.D. Wilmeth 

David Holland 
Director 

Williams Rd. Church of Christ • 1140 Williams Rd. • Columbus, Ohio 
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LAWRENCE M. WATSON 
Born on May 3, 1897, in Kansas, my 

father passed from this world on Sun
day, July 27, 1980, at the age of 83 years 
and 85 days. To the family, it was fitting 
for the Lord to call him home on "the 
Lord's day." He was led to Christ by 
mother (nee Dorothy Arnold) before 
their marriage in Idaho, May 21, 1918. 
Loving Jesus, he loved the church. He 
served as an elder at Caldwell, Idaho, 
Othello, Washington, and was an elder at 
Bellflower, at the time of his .death. 

About one-half of his life was spent as 
an Idaho farmer, before working for the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation as an office 
administrator. His work with the govern
ment took him to Washington state until 
his retirement. Upon retiring from the 
Bureau, he and mother moved to Lake
wood, California, and the fellowship of the 
Bellflower church. 

Years of retirement meant years of 
"church activities" which previous years 
of work did not allow. Very few of the 
special meetings, gospel meetings, etc., 
in the Los Angeles area were not at
tended. Yosemite Encampment was a 
yearly "must" in their schedule. 

Memorial services were conducted July 
31, in Bellflower, with burial at the Rose 
Hills cemetery. Participating with me in 
the services were: Vance Carruth, Bell
flower minister, Maurice A. Meredith and 
Hugh Shira, both long-time friends of the 
family and instructors at the School of 
Preaching in Buena Park, California. 

LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 9) 

it is impossible to please Him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe the He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him" (Heb. 11:6). A Chris
tian leader without faith is a contradic
tion of words. God's people cannot be led 
by faithless men. 

These leaders must also have faith in 
the task that the Lord has given to the 
church, and that is to carry the gospel to 
the whole world! They cannot be the kind 
of men who are not optimistic in outlook, 
and hopeful in spirit. They cannot be men 
who feel the task is too big, and the work 
hopeless. They must believe that the church 
can do this work, and they must believe it 
enough to take the lead in doing this 
work. 

Christian leaders must be the kind of 
men who are willing to shoulder the dif
ficulties that will inevitably arise in such 
great work; they must be the kind of men 
who can face disappointments and keep 
on keeping on. They must be willing, as 
the need arises, to start over again and 
again, and show themselves willing to 
spend and to be spent in the Lord's ser
vice. 

After all, the Lord did not promise that 
it would be easy! 
1610 Lawnview St., Corpus Christi, Texas 
78404 

---01---

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

IWCLUDID YOUB. ZIP CODB 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

10o/o 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

IOo/o discounted to yield 
·12% or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13% years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
infonnation 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

Bon WillinghaJD f:onrses~ In~. 
Announ~es 1980 S~hedule 

Men's Leadership Training Course And Christian W ontan Course 
Instructor Training Seminars For Both Men and Women 

1980 SEMINAR SCHEDULE 

Choose from one of the following dates and locations the one most convenient for you to attend 
DATE LOCATION 

Sept. 2-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . York College 
Sept. 9-11 ...................................................... Oklahoma Christian College 
Sept. 16-18 .......................................................... David Lipscomb College 
Sept. 22-24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~chigan qlu:istian ~olle:~e 
Sept. 30-0ct. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Abilene Chnstian UI11vers1 y 
Oct. 6-8 ................................................. Noliheas~ern Ch.ristii:!-n Jr. ~llllg~ 
Oct. 27-29 ................................................ Pepperdine UI11vers1ty at a 
Nov. 10-12 ........................................................ Freed Hardeman College 
Nov. 17-19 ....................................................... Lubbock Christian College 
Dec. 1-3 ........................................................ Alabama Christian College 
Dec. 8-10 ............................................................... Harding University 

Daily Seminar Sessions 9:00a.m. to 5:30p.m. 

PROVEN EFFECTIVE IN MORE THAN 2500 CONGREGATIONS 
OVER 8000 MEN AND WOMEN HAVE ATTENDED, FREE OF CHARGE, OUR EXCITING 

THREE-DAY SEMINAR. 
To Register or to Request More Information Write: 

Ron Willingham Courses, Ine. 
P. 0. Boll 8190 

"~ariUo, TX 79109 
Or Call ToU Free 800-858-4338 

Te.llas Residents CaU CoUeet 806--372-5771 
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DIVISION-ITS CAUSES AND CURES! 
(Continued from page 5) 

MUST a man be "not selfwilled," MUST 
a man be "not soon angry," etc., Or can 
we compromise and allow some one to be 
appointed a bishop over God's flock who 
doesn't fully meet the criteria laid down 
by inspiration and still consider ourselves 
pleasing servants of the Lord? Can we 
sit idly by and allow men who have ceased 
to meet those qualifications continue to 
serve or attempt to serve as elders ? 
Brethr~n, if inspiration says a man 
"MUST" be thus and so, I say that we 
MUST insist that the "MUSTS" be met 
and that they continue to be met! To do 
less will result in the loss of our souls. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

11Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 21,4 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P .. O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

And yet many of my brethren have urged 
me to "bend a little" on such issues. One 
elder admitted that he knew that he 
wasn't qualified to serve as such and then 
added that "we shouldn't take those quali
fications too seriously." 

I've been preaching the gospel of Christ 
for over ten years now and I can't recall 
a time when there was a greater tendency 
on the part of the members to compromise 
the truth. Nor can I recall reading about 
a time when the tendency was greater. If, 
through long hours of diligent study, we 
have come to know the truth, we ought to 
take a stand for it and contend for it with 
all our might. The weak, compromising 
and vacillating spirit of some will ultimate
ly result in the body of Christ being di
vided time after time. 

Division is a work of the flesh which 
is condemned in God's word. Sin is that 
which will separate us from God. Sin will 
also separate us from each other. Those 
who strive to follow the book cannot as
sociate themselves with those who are 
openly practicing sin or with those who 
condone its practice. The elders of the 
church at Ephesus were ·warned of divi
sion. Paul charged that we mark those 
who cause division. We are to wage war 
upon division as a wickedness that must 
be fought. We can do this by studying 
the Book, demanding that the truth be 
preached and practiced, and by taking an 
uncompromising stand for it. 

The only way to have unity is to fight 
for it. The only way to have peace and 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

NEED A CO~MPUTER?? 
We can help congregations and Christian colleges & schools with 
their computer needs such as: 

Accounting 
Maintaining membership records 
Generate mailing labels 
Word processing for bulletins and letters 
Maintaining evangelism and visitation records 
Computer literacy classes for schools 

By discounting many kinds of microcomputer systems and lending 
necessary support to get you up and running. For more information 
call or write 

12 [604] 

OHIO VALLEY ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS. INC. 
1111 Chapline Street, Wheeling, W. Va. 26003 

Phone 304·232-6837 

harmony within a congregation is to eon
tend for the faith. The ultimate of Chris
tianity is to make us like God that we 
might live with him eternally. Division 
is a sin and will cause those who are re
sponsible 1(those guilty of practicing the 
sin that brings it) to be lost in a devil's 
hell for all eternity. Christ desires, died 
for, and prayed for the unity of his fol
lowers. We can have it if we will work 
for it. Here then, in God's word, we find 
both the causes and cures relative to the 
sin of division outlined for us. Let us 
read and heed lest through ignorance, a 
failure to preach the truth or the spirit 
of compromise we awaken to discover that 
we lost our souls. 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tex. 78840 

ernplo(Yees 
O.J= 

cbat<cbes OJ= cbt<fst 
fnsat<ance g~<oap • ~~--••• 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major . 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL. 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . • . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE .•...... In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. . • . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . • . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sinfe 1975" 
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I WISH IT COULD BE 
(Continued from page 8) 

application.- If they were guilty, they 
would appreciate the truth and seek 
further enlightenment. 

No, I'm not looking for a perfect 
church, for knowing that I'm a part of it, 
would keep it from being perfect. But it 
would be nice to know that each member 
recognized his own imperfections and 
each knew the importance of the grace 
of God. 

Where wiii I find such a church? May
be I c· · find it where I am. It could be . 
that tL ~e who now sit at my feet would 
enjoy such a church also. So it may be 
my n<: .d t help them have just such a 
churcr 
P.O., 7, Hallsville, Texas 75650 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION ·.FACTORY DIR~ECT ~. ,, 
FOR FREE CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE__/ . . 

1-800-527-8438 d' I 
TEXAS CALL COLLECT 214-5&6-1504 

OR WRITE · 

! • SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS, INC. 
•• BOX 1308 •:• JACKSONVILLE. TX 7!5766 

"YOUTH MINISTRY FOR TH~ 1980's" 
A YOUTH LEADER'S SEMINAR 

On September 26, 27, 1980, Michigan 
Christian College in Rochester, MJchigan, 
will host a Youth Leader's Workshop de
signed primarily to help the volunteer and 
full-time youth leaders in the Midwest, 
North, and Northeast improve their pro
grams. 

Participants include "Big" Don Wil
liams of Los Angeles, California; Garth 
Pleasant, basketball coach at Michigan 
Christian College and preacher for the 
Lake Orion church; Randy Gill, Mike 
Wilson, and Len Knight, of Michigan 
Christian College. 

Subjects to be discussed are "Training 
Youth for Service," "Youth and the As
sault of Popular Entertainment," "Devel
oping Effective Devotionals," Devel
oping a Balanced Youth Program," 
"Developing Relationships with Teens, 
with Elders and Preachers, and with Fam
ily members." "Ministry to Youth in 
Conflict," and "Youth Leaders-What's 
in it for me?" 

SAN ANTONIO CHURCHES MERGE 
The Lenark Drive Church and the Mac

Arthur Park church have merged to be
come the MacArthur Park church accord
ing to elders of both congregations. 

The two congregations both ·serve 'the 
Northeast sections of San Antonio, and 
changing conditions within the city made 
the merger expedient. 

2ND ANNUAL 

Doyle Maynard, MacArthur preacher, 
will continue to serve the larger congre
gation, while Dessain Ten-y, Lanark 
preacher will· be moving elsewhere. The 
Lanark property will be sold. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH · 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 71f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY. 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

MIDWAYIJSA 
OCTOBER 31 (Evening) (7:30p.m. and 8:45p.m.) 

NOVEMBER 1 CAll Day} (9:00a.m. to 5:30p.m. 

"A Soul Winning Workshop for Small Congregations" 

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 
Leonard Gray 

Kay Arnold 
DeeAnn Fisher 

Bob Lewis 
Flavil Yeakley 

Clay Ross 
Ted Cherry 

Marguerite Gray 
Bob Rubinow 

Russel Bell 
Jerry Hurst 

Mike Sublett 

For Information or Exhibit Space 
Write: MIDWAY USA 

Box 213 
Sabetha, Kansas 66534 

Phone: 913-284-2251 

Theme: "The Lost Don't Have Time To Wait" 

TOPICS 
Rise Up and Build 
Will All Of The Andrews Please Stand 
Let My People GO! 
Quality Bible Oasses 
Timothy Classes 
Leadership In Small Congregations 
Raising Teens In Small Congregations 
A Successful Bus Followup Program 
Teaching Spiritual Values 
Developing Leadership 
jail Ministry in the Mission Field 
Locating Good Soil In Small Towns 
Training Teachers 
EVERY Member Working 

SABETHA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
310 OREGON 

SABETHA, KANSAS 66534 

TEEN RALLY 
Bible Quiz Bowl 

Bible Quiz Bowl Over the book 
of MARK. Bring a team! 

Discussion Topics 
The Holy Spirit 
Maturing As a Christian 
The Church vs. Denominationalism 
Young Peoples Place in The Church 
Goal Setting For Christmas 

Main Presentations 
Clay Ross-"Be An Example 

Unto The Believers" 
Mike Sublett-"EVERY Member 

Working! 

For Housing In/ormation 
Write: MIDWAY USA HOUSING 

Box 213 
Sabetha, Kansas 66534 

Phone: 913-284-2251 

Spend the Weekend with us and Learn How the Mission Field Can Beco1ne the Harvest Field! 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad>'ertjsjng in this section Sl.50 per line. Designed es pecially to accommodate congregations 

advtrti.sing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congreglllion• seeking p reachers. Abo othtr 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CUUR CH OF CliiUST 
SCUOOL OF BIBLICAL ST liD IES 

Prenching-Personal E\·angelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for \\"omen 

.. approved for V eteran's training" 
Leonard M. Crny- Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmar. Denver. Co 80227 
F ORT HOOD - IClLLEEN, 'l'EXA.S 

Southsldo C hurc h o! C hrist 1 505 S. Trlm
micr R d . Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10 :30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M . . Wed. 7:0a P.!IL 

DENVER, COLO R.ADO 802.28 
L.Uill'\VOOD CllURCH OF CHRIST 

45 5 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-102 4 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
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WHAT ABOUT SOCIAL DRI~KI~G? 

(Continued from page 8) 

& Ginrich p. 562). So Peter used two 
words in this passage that refer to l.'.":QOO

ly, siniul conduct-one word literally 
meant drinkings, the other word meant 
drunkenness. Christians must abstain 
from both practices. 

If we align ourselves with this world 
we are the enemy of God. We must never 
as God's people, conform to this world
to conform and compromise means su r
r ender and defeat for God's people not 
progress. We are to be under the control 
of Christ's love, not a d1·ug like alcohol 
which t~tkes away our reason ing powet· 
and judgment. 

Elders represent the highest quality of 
Christianity. Note their qualification in 
regard to wine in 1 Timothy 3:3, T itus 
1:7. This shows us Christian living in 
relation to wine and should encourage all 
of us to abstain. 

Can Christians support and partake of 
a known addictive deug for pleasure? 
Do not raise your voice against other ad
dictive narcotic drugs and then support 
America's number one drug problem
alcohol. 

May our preachers have cou rage to 
stand against this evil among God's peo
ple. Possibly some of us may lose our jobs, 
but the pul'ity of Christ's church is at 
stake. Besides, what job is worth your 
soul? 

510 Woodland, Fl'iona, Texas 79035 
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The fourth amma: F.:-et Wo.rth Lectures 
will be conducted Janua1y 11-15, 1981, a t 
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Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas. The 
t heme this year will be, '·Difficult Texts 
of the New T estament Explained." Wen
dell Winkler, di rector of the B1·own T rail 
School o.f Pl.·eaching, will serve as director 
of the lectureship. Sessions will begin 
each moming at 8:00 a .m. and will con
clude at 9 :00 p.m. 
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GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
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Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
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Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
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For Irtformation, contact : 
Lconanl Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Ministers Assoc., Inc . 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78-1.04 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-62-1.4 

F oreign 'Yorkers covered at same 
group rate 

PltJIIS offerecl only lo workers in 
Churche:; of Chri:;t 
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THE NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, was the laboratory fo r a group of 
Christians from Arkansas who used th is new log chu rch building at Fort 
Defiance, Arizona as a base for an effort that brought in 175 Navajo 
children and adults to the nine year old mission stat ion. Omar Bixler 
works with the Ind ians at Fort Defiance a nd supervise d the building of the 
40 x 30 log church building. 

Austin, Texas, September 23, 1980 
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The Roots of Sectism 

We have an obsession with over-dramatizing our 
problems. The church has always had them; it always 
will. Most of them exist because of too much publicity 
given to them. Where there is no wood the fire goes out, 
and where there is no talebearer the strife ceases. Until 
we are perfected in Glory we will have our Corinthian 
imperfections. It is a tragedy that we magnify our dif
ferences and give the world, or the church, the impres
sion that we have never faced such splintering as we 
have today. There has never been an age since Pentecost 
when the church did not have problems, and we are 
promised by the Holy Spirit that it will suffer tribu
lation until Gabriel comes. 

The history of the church is one continual record of 
conflict-between God and Satan; between different 
sociological, ecclesiastical and theological positions in 
the church; and between the church and the world. 

We should not be surprised at that. So long as re.s
toration is valid, and we acknowledge that we are 
somewhere short of truth at any given point, we can 
expect tensions. It is very easy for some of us to get our 
theology off center. If, as we believe, the only source of 
knowledge of God and his will are the Scriptures, then 
each of us-coming to the Scriptures with different 
personal equipment and tools-is going to get a some
what different opinion of what the Scriptures teach. 
If he makes his option the central and basic tenet of his 
faith, rather than Jesus Christ, then he becomes a hob
byist and splits off a faction. He thinks his opinion is a 
matter of faith, when it is not. And his dogged con
tention for. his own position becomes the basis of di
vision for which he usually blames the other fellow. 

There is a continuing need for dialogue and com
munication between those of differing opinions. "Dia
logue" is not a bad word at all. Only the strongly 
opinionated have no use for it. When avenues of com
munication become closed and one group decides that 
the minor upon which it has majored is the bed-rock 
and foundation of the faith, then a splinter is bound to 
be born. 

Most Restoration movements start well. They have a 
base in presuppositional theology which accepts a need 
for truing every concept to it. But the simple recogni
tion of the Bible as a complete and perfect rule of faith 
and practice does not guarantee doctrinal soundness. 
How one reads and understands the Bible tempers 
thoroughly how nerfectly the Revelation may be inter
preted. When any group loses sight of the basic cen
trality of Jesus Cl.4ist, and becomes obsessed with some 
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side issue like Sunday Schools, Individual Cups, or 
Cooperation, the Restoration Movement has become 
sidetracked in sectarianism. 

As we analyze the scriptures, it is inevitable-since 
we·are human-that there be differences in our analy
ses. For a brother, or a group of brethren, to assume 
that they have arrived at an infallible understanding of 
all truth, and that there is absolutely nothing that they 
can learn from others is an absolute indication of sec
tarianism, .or sectism. It means that for these the Res
toration is over and that they have arrived. Such a 
stance usually cloaks a feeling of personal insecurity, 
and rigidness in any analytical theology is a sign that 
rigor mortis has already set in. There is not a splinter 
group among us that is not the result of some pe
ripheral issue too tightly bound. · 

It is a peculiar thing that the most strongly bound 
traditionalists among us are those who object the most 
to the tradition of others. They synthetize and sys
tematize their theology until they have the "truth" all 
packaged up ili dogmatic forms, and credalized and 
confessiona1ized until they have completely destroyed 
the Restoration concept. They mistakenly assume that 
the position they now hold can never be altered or 
changed in any way, and that any and all who do not 
see the Scriptures exactly as they do are apostate. 

No movement remains static. Viewed from any point 
in its history it presents a changed perspective. Res
toration requires that as the dross is purged, and truth 
is purified, R'estoration will bring us closer and closer 
to the ideal as it is presented irt the New Testament. In 
the struggle, the unbiblical views of any and every 
sect must be exposed and correction effected. Any 
tangent doctrine, however justified· by expedience, 
must be recognized for what it is, and must not be al
lowed to become the foundation for the theology of 
another sect among us. 

The roots.of sectism do not rest in the Scriptures. We 
have long contended that all religious division is the 
result of substituting human opinion for the mandate 
of Scripture. The position is valid. All division does 
spring from that source-in the church and out of it. 
·Our own divisions cc;>me from the very thing we con
demn denominationalism for: the substitution of 
human opinion for what the Book says. 
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ELMER PROUT 

"Paul, an apostle of Christ by the will of God ... In him we 
were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan 
of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose 
of his will .. ; ."(Eph. 1:1, 11 NIV) 

It is common, these days, to amend the phrase "by the will of 
God" to read "in the will of God." The next step is to speak of 
a person as 'being in the will of God.' The import of that state
ment is defined by certain signs of success or popularity. 'His 
business is growing-he must be living in the will of God.' 'His 
reputation has become world-wide-he must be working in the 
will of God.' 

Given our susceptibility to success stories that sounds quite 
impressive. But, like all our other reactions, it needs the light of 
the Bible. We know that Paul felt, knew and experienced the will 
of God as he was made into an apostle. What, exactly, happened 
when 'by the will of God' Saul became the apostle Paul? 

Remember, first, that Paul had grown up as an average Jewish 
person. The hopes and dreams that first century Jewish families 
had for their sons centered in Saul too. Imagine an occasion 
when an old-time friend came up to Paul's mother and said, 
"How is your son? He must be over thirty now, isn't he? How 
is his profession going along?" A natural question to which the 
New Testament scriptural answer would have been, "Well, my 
son is 'an apostle by the will of God'!" 

If we forget the break between Jews and Christians that 
answer sounds great. What more could any Jewish mother want 
than that her son be in his profession 'by the will of God'? 
Surely the woman's face would have shone as she answered the 
friend's question .... 

Hardly! If Saul's mother had been called on to answer that 
question it would have been in a context where all her dreams 
for her son had been shattered. "What is my son Paul doing? 
May God have mercy on us •.• Saul has left our family heritage 
and changed his religion ... he has taken a different name; he 
is running all over the empire talking about Jesus Christ. And, 
to top it off, the last we heard he had been jailed by the temple 
authorities in Jerusalem." 

I.. is common practice to identify being 'in the will of God' 
with western ideals of business success and sparkling personality. 
But for Saul/Paul 'by the will of God' included such facts as 
these: the end of the career he had spent years training for; 
a radical break with the old friends and associates-they tried 
to catch and kill him; the finish of any hope of building a reputa
tion among the people who could have used their influence to fur
ther his rise to community power; goodbye to all possibilities 
of financial security. 

When Saul heard the voice commanding him to go into the city, 
obeying that voice meant the close of one life and the beginning 
of another. It meant that he had to discard one set of values and 
pick up another. He went into the city, listened and obeyed-to 
the salvation of his soul-yes, but we must not forget that it also 

was to the dismay of his family and the .puzzlement of his 
associates. 

It is important to speak about 'being in the will of God.' (cf. 
James 4:15) But we can talk biblically about 'the will of God' 
only if we remember that Paul's experience shows one side of 
the result of living within the divine will. Presently in the Unit
ed States there is an over-supply of careless talk about what 'will 
assuredly happen' if a person 'turns himself over completely to 
live in God's will.' This is not to criticize living according to 
God's will-it is an attempt to strike a note of scriptural realism 
in our thinking. It is all too easy to baptize American business 
or cultural goals and call them 'in the will of God.' Paul's ex
perience reminds us that God's will often requires that we drop 
tinsel religion before we can hold the real thing. 

What is the 'will of the world' for people? What will we be 
'by the will of the world'? The world wills people to be financially 
successful and secure; popular; powerful in personal and inter
national situations. Mass media announcers and producers seek 
to mold us to their wills to the extent that we will buy this 
product, sing this song, vote for this man and think these 
thoughts. 
· All too often believers take their cue from the will of the 
world rather than the will of God. In a success oriented and 
comfort conditioned world we line our lives with the goodies that 
th~ mass production lords of the 20th century have told us we 
must have. Our time.and energy is eaten up by the adult trinkets 
with which we play. Then in the midst of our spiritual exhaus
tion we mouth some words about 'all the blessings the Lord has 
poured out on us as evidence that we are living within his 
will. •. .' 

If we are serious about living 'by the will of God' we will have 
to begin by realizing that just as Saul could not continue his 
expected worldly way of life after his conversion-neither can 
we. Being made alive by the will of God may mean one or all 
of the following: no bank account rather than a fat one; 'no 
place to lay our heads' rather than a Solomon-style mansion; 
being run out of town rather than receiving a welcome parade 
and an audience with the president; name on a jail blotter 
rather than a page in WHO'S WHO .... 

And, if those possibilities sound strange and hard to hear it 
may be because we have happily confused affluence and its con
sumer value system with the kingdom of God. Who was it, if it 
was not our King, who said, "Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth . . . do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink ... seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.''? And if your 
King said that, should not your thoughts about the will of God 
center there rather than in the plush promises of the com
mercialized gospel? 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 96678 
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A Pioneer Preacher in California (4) 
JERRY R U S H FORD 

The Restoration Movement in California enjoyed steady 
growth and expansion in the 1860's. From 27 congregations and 
a lmost 1,500 members in 1860, the movement grew to encompass 
50 congregations and 3,000 members by 1872. During these years 
the churches in California were blessed with Christian periodi
cals such a s The W estern Evangelist (1858-1863), The Christian 
T eacher (1864-1866), The Pacific Gospel Hemld (1867-1870), 
and The Bible Expositor (1871-1874"). The annual family en
campments contin ued to dr aw great crowds. The 1863 encamp
ment at Vacaville drew 5,000 on the second Lord's day, and the 
1864 meeting at Santa Rosa drew 7,000 on the second Lord's day. 

Hesperian College, located in Woodland, became known as "The 
Bethany of California" in the 1860's. This was a reference to 
Alexander Campbell's Bethany College which had served as a 
model to the founders of Hesperian College. One vis itor to Cali
fornia said of the college : "It is a good institution, under the 
special patronage of the Chris tia n brotherhood of this coast, 
.with 120 student s in its classes." 

Although Thom as Thompson was no longer a young man in the 
decade of the 1860's, he remained a tireless worker on behalf of 
the churches. In a Jetter to the Ck1-istian Standard, one of his 
colleagues said: "Elder Thomas Thompson, of Santa Clara, like 
the Mast er, goes about doing good." Thompson traveled much of 
the time in an old topless buggy pulled by a gray horse called 
"Old Charley." The old pioneer preacher and his faithful horse 
had been a familiar s ight on the California scene for many years. 

In addition to his travels among the churches, Thompsvn f aith
fully served t he San ta Clara church as an elder. When one of his 
fellow elders, Solomon Rogers, died in 1863, Thompson sent an 
obituary account to Alexander Campbell in which he said of 
Rogers: 

He joined the Baptist church in h is 19th year, and acted as 
deacon in that church for a number of years. But on hearing 
the reformation doctrine, as taught by W. Scott, he embraced 
it, and joined the church of Christ at Carthage, Ohio; was soon 
afterwards appointed one of its E lders, and has acted in that 
office in each congregation that he has been a member of, and 
of Santa Clara until his death. The community, and especially 
the church at Santa Clara have never suffered so great a loss 
before, as when this old, zealous, affectionate Elder left us. 

Although the death of Rogers was a great loss f or the Santa 
Clara church, the congregation continued to increase in member
ship to the point where they were able to construct a larger 
meetinghouse. Since the time when Thompson organized the 
congregation in 1852, t hey had been meeting in an old vacant 
buHding near his farm. They were finally able to move into 
their own "very pretty chapel" in 1866. 

One correspondent for the Clu-istian Standard who was pass
ing through Santa Clara in t he late 1860's wrote: "Brother 
Thompson, who has long Jived here, and held the office of Elder, 
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is still the leading member, and performs his duties, at the age 
of seventy-two or three, with a vigor and zeal that might put 
younger champions to shame." 

One of the "younger champions" in the state was James An
derson, Thompson's son-in-Jaw. Anderson met the Thompson 
family in the mining country in 1850, and he later married 
Frances Thompson. He was soon to discover that his father-in
law was a persuasive evangelist. Thompson not only baptized 
Anderson into Christ, he encouraged him to preach the gospel. 
Anderson began preaching in 1857, and by the 1860's he had 
become one of the most effective evangelists in the State. One 
account says that "few men were better known among the pio
neers and workers" of the Restoration Movement in California 
than James Anderson. 

The last family encampment that Thomas Thompson was able 
to attend was the one held near his home in the fall of 1871. He 
seemed to have a premonition that this might be his last op
portunity to meet with his f ellow-Christia ns. Prior to the meet
ing he sent the fo llowing appeal around the State in the church 
papers: "Will you please say to sisters and brethren, that it is my 
special request that they a ll attend our state meeting, that I 
may see them once more in the flesh." 

Thompson had a wonderful time at the 1871 encampmen t, but 
his premonition was true. On April 14, 1872, just three months 
before his 75th birthday, he laid aside his earthly task of 
preaching the gospel and went home to be with his Lord. With 
the death of Thomas Thompson, the Restoration Movement in 
California closed the pages on its exciting first chapter. 

Thompson had been the lonely pioneer in the fall of 1849. But 
after a ministry of more than 22 years, he had seen the movement 
grow from one family to 50 established churches and 3,000 mem
bers. The foundat ion he laid was solid. The church in California 
enjoyed both unity and expansion throughout h is lifetime. At the 
time of his death, a second Christian college in the state was pre
paring to open in Santa Rosa in the fall of 1872; and the work in 
Southern California was just beginning. 

Twenty years later, the Restoration Movement in California 
would be tragically dividing over the establishment of a state 
missionary society and the introduct ion of musica l instruments 
into the public worship of the church. But the generation of p io
neer s who brought the movement to California were blessed with 
unity of purpose. 

I recently stood at the grave of Thomas Thompson in the Santa 
Clara Cemetery and though t of his great contribution to the 
cause of Christ in Missouri and California. I felt a strong kinship 
to this brother I had never met. Pioneers like Thompson blazed 
the trail for others who were to follow, and I am grateful for 
their accomplshments. W e can be proud of a heritage that pro
duced servants like Thomas Thompson. 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 
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Putting Bandaids on Gangrene 
PAUL D. KEARBY 

In a recent interview on the Today Show, a former Prison 
Warden from Georgia stated that today's method of prison re
habilitation was similar to "putting bandaids on gangrene." In 
other words he stated that there are too many solutions being 
proposed to reform our country's penal system but none handle 
the real problems. 

At times this writer fears that the church in the 20th century 
is guilty of "putting bandaids on gangrene." This is evident in 
many areas of church work. For instance the responsibilities of 
the preacher. What is the real issue? Romans 3:23 tells us that, 
"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." This scrip
ture is conclusive, all have sinned and the context in this chapter 
teaches that all are in need of the gospel of Jesus Christ which 
is the only power of God unto salvation. 

In the tenth chapter of Romans, the subject of salvation 
through faith in Christ and the responsibility of the preacher is 
again taught. ''For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for 
all who call upon Him; for "whoever will call upon the name of 
the Lord will be saved." How then shall they call upon him in 
whom they have not believed? And how shall they call upon him 
in whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just 
as it is written, "how beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
glad tidings of good things!" ..• So faith comes from hearing 
and hearing by the word of Christ" 

The task of the preacher is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and none other. It is alarming to see the number of congregations 
who want only positive preaching to tickle their ears. Sin is 
serious and there are times when it must be dealt with in a nega
tive manner. Was Paul tickling the ears of the Galatian 
brethren when he rebuked them for "so quickly deserting Him 
who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel" 

When the preacher begins to expose sin he often finds that 
many accuse him of 'head hunting" or intentionally 'stepping' on 
their toes. Therefore many preachers find that things go more 
smoothly if they keep their preaching neutral and un-offensive. 
Is this the example we find in the scriptures? To the Galatians 
Paul wrote, "But when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I op
posed him to his face, because he stood condemned." Peter had 
allowed the Judiazing teachers to win him to their cause, this was 
wrong and Paul did not hesitate to correct Peter's error. In like 
manner when it comes to exposing sinful behavior, we must do 
so quickly, firmly, and kindly. 

There is a Biblical pattern for the exposing of sin. Paul wrote, 
"Preach the word; be 1·eady in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with great patience and instruction." Pro
fessor Marvin R. Vincent in Word Studies in the New Testa
ment, vol. IV, pgs. 319, 320, says of these three words: reprove
to convict of their errors; rebuke-a sharp, severe rebuke, with, 
possibly, a suggestion in some cases of impending penalty; exhort 
-to encourage to forsake error. The conviction of sin must follow 
this order if it is to be scriptural and constructive. We will agree 

that too often preachers are ready to reprove and rebuke but 
slow to exhort. In this sense negative preaching is devastating 
to the individuals soul and spirit. But to leave sin un-exposed 
and un-touched is equally destructive. When we follow God's 
plan, the sin is exposed (reproved), it is dealt with (rebuked), 
and the individual is taught and encouraged with love and pa
tience (exhorted). Thus the person corrected is emotionally 
equipped to function, in a constructive way, in the body of Christ. 

Some times the preacher will fall into another trap. 'Preach
ing around' certain issues for the sake of job security instead of 
making a clearly defined stand is another way of "putting band
aids on gangrene." Such issues that plague the church are left 
virtually un-challenged (immodest dress, dancing, social drink
ing, divorce and unscriptural remarriage, etc.) because the 
preacher wishes not to 'rock the boat.' Thus the seed of sin is 
sown and it finds the right soil for growth; apathy. The preacher, 
as well as the elders, have side-stepped their responsibilities, thus 
the problem may grow from a relatively minor one to one which 
threatens the unity of the church and the salvation of a soul. 

This writer believes and practices what is known as 'preventive 
preaching.' That is, attempting to equip his listeners with the 
knowledge and tools necessary for combating sin in their lives. 
before it arises. Many times this is accomplished in a positive 
manner. But when a problem arises that requires a sharp re
buke, it is provided in a firm but loving manner. 

As Christians we must combat sin in all its ugly forms. It is 
best to do this in a straight-forward manner. If we side-step an 
issue, it remains un-resolved. A doctor may place all the band
aids he wishes on an' arm which is gangrenous, but if he fails 
to surgically remove the infected arm, the patient will die! We 
must expose sin for what it is; spiritual gangrene. As with physi
cal gangrene, spiritual gangrene must be completely eliminated 
if we are to live by the Spirit. Our preaching must be specific, 
convicting, as well as encouraging. To have one without the other 
would be as disastrous as "putting bandaids on gangrene." 

P.O. Box C, Wayne, Oklahoma 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregat.on 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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The Origins of Scribal Interpretation 
STEPHEN BROYLES 

The roots of biblical interpretation are in the Old Testament 
itself, for a number of passages admonish the good Israelite, 
from king to commoner, to ponder the words of Torah. Deuter
onomy requires that the king shall "write for himself in a .b~ok 
a copy of this law, from that which is in charge of t~e .Levitical 
priests; and it shall be with him, and he shall read m It all the 
days of his life" (Deut. 17:18-19). A similar obligation had been 
laid on Joshua: "This book of the law shall not depart out of 
your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night" (Josh. 
1 :8). 

The first Psalm describes the good Torah student as one whose 
"delight is in the law of the Lord," on which he "meditates day 
and .night" (vv. 1-2). This tradition of having the Torah as the 
"Book of Meditation for every pious Jew," as Getza Vermes 
calls it, was continued by all the major sects of Judaism. 

The preoccupation with Torah over the centuries of Israel's 
existence "created a demand for authoritative interpreters, and 
a particular class of men emerged from the ranks of the priests 
and Levites whose whole business was professional exegesis" 
(Getza Vermes, in Cambridge Histo·ry of the Bible, vol. 1, 
p. 200). 

Ezra is one of the earliest scribes about whom we have infor
mation. According to Ezra 7:6, "he was a scribe skilled in the 
Law of Moses;" He is the first person whom the Bible actually 
represents as engaging in scripture interpretation as such: "And 
they read from the book, from the law of God, clearly (or "with 
interpretation"); and they gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading" (Neb. 8 :8). Vermes comments, "If it is 
true that by that time the Babylonian exiles spoke Aramaic, such 
an interpretation may also have entailed a translation into the 
vernacular. In any case, rabbinic tradition sees in this episode 
the origin of a new institution, Targum, or translation-interpre
tation" (p. 201). The tradition to which Vermes alludes is ex
pressed in the Talmud: "Originally the Law was given to Israel 
in Hebrew writing and the holy language. It was again given to 
them in the days of Ezra in the Assyrian (i.e., Aramaic) writing 
and the Aramaic language" (T. Bab. Sanhed1-in 210; Nedarim 
37b; see also T. Jer. Megillak 74d). 

The high position and activities of the scribe are later (c. 180 
B.C.) portrayed in Sirach 39:1-11: "On the other hand he who 
devotes himself to the study of the law of the Most High will seek 
out the wisdom of aJl the ancients, and will be concerned with 
prophecies; he will preserve the discourse of notable men and 
penetrate the subtleties of parables; he will seek out the hidden 
meanings of proverbs and be at home with the obscurities of 
parables. He will serve among great men and appear before 
rulers .... Many will praise his understanding, and it will never 
be blotted out ... " 

From this description (even if it is exaggerated) it is clear 
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that by the second century B.C. the scribe was more than a 
translator or office clerk: he was now a scholar of some stand
ing, engaged in the minute scrutiny of written texts and the 
transmission of oral instruction. 

At about this same time a technical vocabulary was beginning 
to develop, describing the things scribes do. One term is the verb 
damsh. In the older parts of the Old Testament, darash usually 
means something like "seek" or "investigate." In some of the 
later parts it begins to mean "study." In Ezra 7:10 it is said 
that Ezra had set his heart "to seek the law of the Lord" ( lidriish 
'eth-toratlz-yhwh). "Seek" translates darask, and it would be 
correct to say, as the Revised Standard Version does, that Ezra 
had set his heart "to study the law of the Lord." 

In the New Testament it is possible that we are to understand 
darash as underlying the Greek in which Jesus' argument with 
the Jews is reported in John 5:39: "You search the scriptures, 
imagining you possess eternal life in their pages--and they do 
testify to me-but you refuse to come to me for life" (Moffatt). 
Jesus says, in effect, "You make minute investigation into the 
text of scripture and wrongly suppose that this alone gives you 
life. But it is I who can give life, I who stand in your midst, 
and of whom your books have all along been telling you. But you 
will not come to me." I doubt very much if Jesus intended to 
discourage the close and careful interpretation of biblical texts: 
he did that himself. But he did expect the readers of those texts 
to realize that in him the words of scripture were coming true. 

The noun mub·ash (formed from the verb darash) experi
enced the same development as the verb. So in the Judaism of 
post-New Testament times, ntidrask became "the characteristic 
term for interpretation of scripture, denoting both the activities 
involved and the results produced" (Interpreter's Dictionary of 
the Bible, supplementary volume, p. 594). In the Mishnah one 
meets frequently with the beth ha-midrash, "the house of study," 
the place where study goes on. And the term midrash itself was 
applied to the vast accumulation of rabbinic interpretive, legal, 
homiletic, and legendary materials embodied in the Midrashim 
and other collections. 

Israel's devotion to her law produced a need for interpreters 
of the law. The scribes arose as a class of men filling that need 
and rising to a place of honor. The scribe's elevated position was 
not due to wealth or ancestry. It was often in spite of them. 
Because Jewish social structure was founded on law and tradi
tion, comprehensive knowledge of both was requisite for the man 
seeking a place in the Sanhedrin or the tribunals. In the scribes' 
knowledge of law and tradition lay their power and the way to 
prominence. Because of the power which their knowledge gave 
them, they largely gave shape ·and direction to the Judaism that 
survived the destruction of the Temple. 

Box BE, Florence, Ala. 35630 
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Greek Word Studies on the Function and Authority of Preachers (4) 

2. Leitourgos 

Another of the words for minister is the 
leitourgos who among the Greeks was one 
who discharged public office at his own 
expense. He was a public servant. It is 
used in five passages of the N. T.: of 
earthly rulers who discharge functions 
God has assigned them (Rom. 18 :6); of 
Jesus as minister of the heavenly sanc
tuary (Heb. 8:2); of angels who are min
istering spirits (Heb. 1 :7; Ps. 104:4); of 
Paul as a minister of Christ with the duty 
to proclaim the Gospel (Rom. 15:16); and 
finally of Epaphroditus who was sent 
from Philippi to serve Paul's needs (Phil. 
2:25). 

The related verb leitourgein is three 
times in the N.T. describing the ministry 
of prophets and teachers at Antioch (Acts 
18 :2) ; the ministry of the Gentile 
churches to the needs of the poor saints in 
Jerusalem (Rom. 15 :27); and the service 
of the priests and Levites under the Law 
(Heb. 10:11; cf. Ex. 29:80; Num. 16:9). 
The verb has to do with the discharge of a 
function which is of a representative char
acter. 

The adjective leitourgikos is once in the 
phrase "ministering spirits" (Heb. 1 :14) 
describing angels, not men. 

The noun leitourgia for the discharge of 
the function of the leitourgos is in six 
passages: for the ministry of Zacharias 
(Lk. 1 :28); for the ministry of Jesus when 
compared with that of the Levitical priests 
(Heb. 8 :6); for the service of the taber
nacle (He b. 9 :21) ; for the ministry of the 
Corinthian church for the poor of Jerusa
lem (2 Cor. 9:12); for the offering of the 
faith of the Philippians (Phil. 2:17), and 
for what the Philippians could not do for 
Paul but for which· Epaphroditus had al
most lost his life (Phil. 2 :80). 

3. Huperetes 
A third word for minister is huperetes. 

The verb huperetein occurs three times in 
the N.T. describing the service David ren
dered his generation (Acts 18 :86); the 
ministering of Paul's hands to his own 
necessities (Acts 20:84); and the minis
tering to Paul done by his acquaintances 
while he was in prison (Acts 24 :28). 

The noun huperetes ("minister") occurs 
twenty-two times and is rendered in the 
K.J.V. as "officer" eleven times, "min
ister" five times, and "servant" four times. 
First there are those cases where a civil 
officer is spoken of: the one who executes 
the decision of the court (Mt. 5:25); those 
sent by Pharisees and the chief pr.iests to 
take Jesus early in his ministry (Jn. 7:32, 
45, 46); those in the band that come to take 
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Jesus the last night (J n. 18:8, 12, 18, 22; 
19 :6); and those who find the apostles 
absent from the prison and who bring them 
from the temple to the courts (Acts 5 :22, 
26). 

Peter sits with the "servants" in the 
high priest's palace ( M t. 26: 58; Mk. 14: 
54, 65). That the term is rendered ser
vants," rather than "officers" as in the 
above cases, is entirely arbitrary. In a 
final case, Jesus said that were his king
dom of this world, his "servants" would 
fight (Jn.18:86). 

In addition to these civil usages, there 
are also religious ones. The one in charge 
of books at the synagogue is the "min
ister" (Lk. 4:20). Those who have handed 
on the Gospel messages are "ministers of 
the word" (Lk. 1 :2). Mark was the "min
ister" of Saul and Barnabas (Acts 18 :5); 
and Paul, himself, was made a "minister" 
and witness by his appointment at the 
time of vision on the road to Damascus 
(Acts 26:16); hence, he calls on the Corin
thians to consider him and his co-workers 
as "ministers of Christ" (1 Cor. 4:1). 

In Greek the term huperetes earries 
the idea of an under rower on a ship or 
that of an assistant. The point in common 
between this word and pikonomos ("stew
ard") is this subordinate function and 
status each implies. 

III. Greek Words Describing 
the Function of Preachers 

In addition to the verbs kerussein ("to 
herald"), legein ("to speak"), katangellein 
("to declare," "to announce"), and 
didaskelein ("to teach") which we have 
already considered, there are certain other 
verbs and nouns--some negative and some 
positive-describing the work of the 
preacher which demand our a-ttention. We 
will look at negative aspects first. 

A. Kapeleuein 

The verb kapeleuein (2 Cor. 2:17) oc
curs only once in the N.T. and was ren
dered adulterare by the Vulgate. The 
K.J.V., influenced by that version, trans
lated the passage: "For we are not as 
many, which corrupt the word of God ... " 
In its non-biblical usage the word 
kapeleuein has to do with the huckster or 
small trader in retail trade. Hence there is 
force in the renderings: " ... we do not ... 
go hawking the word of God about" 
(N.E.B.); " ... we do not ... peddle the 
word of God" (N.A.S.V.; N.I.V.); or 
". . . we do not handle God's word as 
though it were cheap merchandise" 
(T.E.V.). Even the Living Bible Para-

phrased gave an apt turn to this passage: 
"We are not like those hucksters . • . 
whose idea in getting out the Gospel is to 
make a good living out of it." 

This description of preaching suggests 
that the showmanship, the double dealing 
for personal advancement, and the trickery 
that turn the pulpit into a performance of 
the sideshow has no place in Gospel 
preaching.17 

B. Machesthai 
"The slave of God must not strive" 

(K.J.V.; ou, dei machesthai, 2 Tim. 2:24; 
Vulgate: litigare). This word occurs only 
once for the work of the preacher, but 
occurs for the disputes of the Jews with 
each other over the teaching of Jesus (Jn. 
6:52); for the actual fight of the two 
Israelites who were rebuked in Egypt by 
Moses (Ex. 2:18; Acts 7:26), and for the 
struggle of Christians with each other 
(Jas. 4:2). Other renderings of the ad
monition to preachers include "must not 
quarrel" (N.I.V.); or "must not be quar
relsome" (R.S.V.; N.E.B.; N.A.S.V.; 
T.E.V.). The noun corresponding to 
machesthai is mache ("fighting") used for 
struggles Paul encountered in Macedonia 
(2 Cor. 7:5) and is transplanted elsewhere 
as "controversies" (2 Tim. 2 :24; Tit. 8 :9) 
and "fightings" (Jas. 4:1). 

Granting to start with-as anyone 
knows who has engaged in a "sensible 
discussion" with his wife--that some 

. judgment and viewpoint is involved in de
termining when one has gone beyond 
"contending earnestly" into quarreling, we 
certainly have here an area that demands 
consideration. One hears it said in admira
tion of a preacher, "he is a fighter." One 
has sadly observed the clashes between 
the preacher and his elders; between the 
preacher and his congregation, and be
tween the preacher and fellow preachers. 

C. Epios 
Turning from the negative traits to 

more positive ones, we noticed that the 
converse of machesthai is epios ("gentle"; 
R.S.V. "kindly"; 2 Tim. 2:24). The term 
describes Paul's behaviour toward the 
Thessalonians when he was among them. 
"We were gently among you, like a nurse 
taking care of her children" ( 1 Thess. 
2: 7). I am not at all confident that epios 
describes the techniques that we preachers 
have actually used. Furthermore, the 
preacher is to be "forebearing" ( aneksi
kakos; 2 Tim. 2:24). This word occurs only 
once in the N.T.; but it carries the idea 
of bearing evil without resentment.lS 

(More Next Week) 

1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tx 88117 
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Unfinished Towers 
While Samuel Taylor Coleridge was a 

young man, it was obvious that he was a 
man of talent; a man of whom friends 
said, 'here is a young man who will ac
complish great things before he is 
through.' As a young man, he did produce 
some important work; however, by the 
time he was a middle-aged man, friends 
were saying that Coleridge may do some 
really great things, but he had better 
hurry. 

By the time he had become an old man, 
those who remembered his early promise, 
were saying, 'Coleridge was a man who 
could have done great things but did not.' 
Coleridge had become world-famous, but 
to those who had known the young 
Coleridge, there was a sense of unfulfilled 
promise. 

Unfulfilled promise always leaves an 
empty feeling, a feeling of wasted life. 
In the case of Coleridge, we have a man 
who accomplished far more than most 
people; yet left friends with the feeling 
he had failed to reach his potential. 

There are, of course, greater things to 
do with life than writing books; never
theless, the Christian realizes, more than 
any other, the tragedy of such unfulfiJled 
potential as friends seemed to see in 
Coleridge. 

There may be many reasons for unful
filled potential; nevertheless, the source of 
the problem for Coleridge was one that 
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Christians will readily recognize; the in
ability to finish what he had begun. 

Scholars have compiled a list of nineteen 
major projects Coleridge began and left 
unfinished. The capacity for enthusisam is 
important; however, the enthusiasm over 
new projects is not always the enthusiasm 
required to finish. 

People like Coleridge leave unfinished 
towers wherever they go. Some of these 
remains may be impressive because of the 
genius of the ones who started them but 
not nearly as impressive as they could 
have been. 

Jesus warned his disciples about be
ginning to build towers without having the 
resources to finish (Luke 14:28), while in 
the parable of the sower, he describes the 
great enthusiasm which may arise be
cause the ground is shallow. The dust is 
easily stirred on the surface but the seed 
must be able to reach into the depths of 
the soil. 

When we become dissatisfied with life's 
accomplishments, it is natural to begin 
searching for some new project; a project 
which will get our lives moving again. 
Churches fall into the same trap; the trap 
of believing that some new project will be 
the cure to lethargy. 

It would certainly be wrong to con
demn new projects for there are churches 
and Christians who repeat the same futile 
actions year after year. However, starting 

Making the Most of Every Opportunity DON VINZANT 

Christians are letting opportunities 
drift away while they allegedly want a 
better opportunity. Words suffocate un
spoken, challenges bristle unmet, kind· 
nesses languish undone because we await 
more favorable circumstances. 

In Ephesians 5:16. (Twentieth Century 
New Testament), Paul writing from 
prison, tells us to be "making the most 
of every opportunity." Paul made the 
most of his. In· fact, he made his own op
portunities. Even though imprisoned, he 
could live, sing, talk and write in such a 
way as to do something for Christ. 

Early Christians used their opportuni
ties although their rostrum might be the 
stake as they awaited execution. "The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church," wrote one of their own. The Greek 
word "martus," earlier meaning "witness" 
came to be used of those who bore wit
ness to their faith as they sealed it with 
their life's blood. 

Yet, we, in air-conditioned plushness, 
justify our inaction with "I'm too young," 
"I'm too old," It's too early," "It's too late," 
"They're too busy," "I'm too busy," "What 
wiii they think?" And so opportunities to 
teach, to strengthen, to encourage--these 
opportunities evaporate while we wist
fully long for a "more convenient season." 

Paul used a prison cell. Moses, a shep
herd's rod. David, some smooth stones. 
Jesus used a boy's brown bag lunch. We 
would have counted those settings, occa
sions and tools meager and inopportune, 
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wouldn't we? Some of our predecessors 
in the faith would have thrilled at the 
tools and aids gathering dust in our closets, 
at the good Bible education we forget 
through disuse, and at the openings for 
Christ that we let go by. 

Let me use this opportunity to ask you 
to read Edward Sill's words below. Then, 
may we all go and do likewise for Christ, 
for the night comes when no man can 
work. 
This I beheld, or dreamed it in a dream:
There spread a cloud of dust along a plain: 
And underneath the cloud, or in it, raged 
A furious battle, the men yelled, and swords 
Shocked upon swords and shields. A 

prince's banner 
Wavered, then staggered backward, 

hemmed by foes. 
A craven hung along the battle's edge, 
And though, "Had I a sword of keener 

steel-
That blue blade that the king's son bears 

-but this 
Blunt thing!"-he snapped and flung it 

from his hand. 
And lowering crept away and left the field. 
Then came the king's son, wounded, sore 

bestead, 
And weaponless, and saw the broken sword, 
Hilt-buried in the dry and trodden sand, 
And ran and snatched it, and with 

battle-shout, 
Lifted afresh he hewed his enemy down, 
And saved a great cause that heroic day. 

new projects will offer only temporary 
help unless those who begin them have 
already developed the habit of finishing. 

A useful suggestion might be that on a 
regular basis, we examine our work to see 
if there are any unfinished towers in our 
past. 

Quite often we will find we cannot go 
forward without first going backward to 
finish incomplete works. Uncompleted 
works may stifle growth in the same way 
as unrepented sins; that is, they leave a 
sense of failure which no amount of new 
projects can rectify. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Where Was Titus? TIM RICE 

At one point the apostle Paul was dis
couraged and worried. He was being 
troubled on every side. He was concerned 
about fightings and many fears gripped 
him. But the thing that troubled Paul most 
at the time he was preaching at Troas was 
that someone was missing. Paul explains: 
"I had no rest in my spirit, because I found 
not Titus my brother ... " 

Do we not realize how Paul felt? Many 
is the time that we come together to wor
ship and have no rest in spirit because 
we find not our brother. Where is he? He 
should be with us. The assembly is the 
place where we want him to •be. Depression 
seizes us when we begin to worship and 
the pew where our brother usually sits is 
empty. 

How many times have these brothers 
who are not to be found discouraged 
others? How many, many times have they 
frustrated and surprised new members 
and led them to poor attendance habits? 
How many times have they by their ab
sence from the services preached the ser
mon that the things the assembly has to 
offer are un-important? We want to em
phasize here that we are not saying that 
Titus was involved in these sins, but his 
absence was felt by the apostle Paul and 
it depressed him greatly! 

What about you? Does your attendance 
encourage or discourage? If you are slack 
in your attendance let the writer inform 
you right here: you are causing someone 
no rest in his spirit! Yes-you! Every 
time you are absent because you have 
chosen to be that one is deeply concerned, 
worried, and depressed. This message goes 
out to the members of the Lord's church 
everywhere! 

·Now for the beautiful part of the ac
count of Titus. When Titus finally came 
to Paul at Macedonia, he brought him com
fort. Paul explained two ways he brought 
him comfort: both "by his coming" 
(simply being there) and "by his consola
tion." When you regularly attend, you can 
provide similar blessings for your fellow 
Christians. 

Do not be so selfish. To avoid de
pressing others and tearing down the ef
fectiveness of the church-come! And 
another benefit-when one obeys God in 
attendance he will himself be edified and 
by proper Jiving he can expect to inherit 
heaven! 

McLean church of Christ, Calhoun, Ky. 
42327 
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Leadership in the Church (2) 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Great leaders are needed for churches of Christ to fulfill the 
work of the church in the world: carrying the gospel to the whole 
v.:orld. This is a tremendous work, and it calls for effort, plan
mng, devotion, service. 

Count The Cost 

It costs to be an elder, a preacher, .deacon, or teacher in the 
church. !o fi!l any place of true leadership calls for giving up 
some thmgs m order to do the work. To win and to develop 
leaders for the church cails for an accounting· those who lead 
must be willing to pay the cost. Anything w~rth while costs 
Jesus said: "He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that 
loseth his life for My sake shall find it." (Matthew 10:39) The 
real leader must lose himself in serving Christ and in serving 
the people whom he leads in the Lord's way. Right here is the 
crux of the matter. Some men may desire to be elders because of 
the prestige that goes with the place; some may .desire to be 
elders because of personal ambition to rule over others. 

Young men may begin to preach the gospel because the work 
seems to be easy, and somewhat romantic in nature. A person 
may decide to teach a class because of the honor that he feels 
goes along with the task. These motives are wrong, and a true 
leader for Christ must pay the price. He must lose himself in the 
Lord's work. The secret of success here is not in saving, hiding, 
or preserving yourself; rather, it is in losing, in giving up your
self to do the work. The life must be lost for Christ's sake and 
the gospel's, if men become true leaders. Self sacrifice is at the 
very heart of Christian leadership. 

In order to produce new life, there must often be death. The 
seed must die that the plant may grow. If we are to produce new 
life in the kingdom for tomorrow, we must wear out ourselves in 
the Lord's service today. The devoted Christian leader plants his 
life by service into the lives of others. Those who hear and heed 
Christ's call to lose self in this way, however, are really those 
who continue to live on and on. They live on by dying, and this 
is through giving themselves to the service of the people of 
Christ. "And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my bretheren, ye have done it unto me." (Matthew 
25:40) 

Spiritual Qualities 

The life and the personality of a leader goes far in determining 
the success of an organization or a movement. No local church 
ever rises above the level of its leadership. The congregation may 
have a good physical plant in which to meet to teach, worship, 
and work; that plant may be filled with the materials needed to 
carry out the work, but nothing really develops without good 
Christian leadership. People are more important than programs, 
because programs do not activite themselves; it takes people to 
work programs. Plans do not carry out themselves; we must work 
the plans. You may have a class room with everything that is 
needed for teaching in a physical way. It may be attractive com
fortable, with blackboards, projectors, film strips, record pl~yers, 
flannel boards, and books of materials, but it accomplishes 
nothing until we get people in it. 

There is no teaching done without a teacher; or to put it 
another way there must be a leader! This is true if the class is 
little boys and girls, a class of young people, or of adults. With-

out leadership, that class could occupy that room with all these 
good things in it, and never accomplish anything for the Lord. 
The church must teach to win and to develop leaders. 

There are some characteristics of a spiritual nature that are 
common to church leadership positions. These should be noted 
now. 

Consecration Is a Prime Requisite 

It takes consecration to make the life really count for Christ. 
To be consecrated calls for loving God, and for loving man; for 
a whole hearted surrender to Jesus Christ, and complete .de
pendence upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit in God's Word. 
True Christianity is rooted in the heart, and then manifested 
in the life. The final success of a Christian leader depends on 
the depth of that leader's consecration to the Lord and to His 
work. 

A consecrated leader abides in Christ. "He that abideth in me 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without m~ 
ye can do nothing." (John 15:5). A consecrated leader is one who 
is sensitive to the leadership and the guidance of God." And he 
that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. 
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
he hath given us." (1 John 3:24) Such a leader has an aware
ness of God and his presence. He gets along with God. 

A consecrated leader is a listening leader. He listens to God's 
vo~ce, _to the Word of God. "If ye abide in me, and my words 
ab1de m you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you." (John 15 :7) 

A consecrated leader seeks out God in prayer for the strength 
·he must have to move forward. He asks in faith, and God hears. 
The consecrated leader seeks out the will of God from the Word 
of God as he faces the vast problems that confront him in leading 
God's people. 

Consecration is not a matter of "how much do I have," but a 
matter of how much I give of what I have to God and to the 
service of His people. 

Real Leaders Are Unselfish And Sincere 

A selfish person cannot become a true leader of the people 
of God. A real leader, we have seen, is one who loses himself. 
He develops the attitude of preferring others above himself. 
"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowli
ness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others." (Philippians 2:3, 4) The unselfish leader does 
not care for honor or glory that might come; he renders his ser
vice to others for Christ's sake. He strives in his leadership work 
to give, not to get. 

The real leader is sincere. This is just another form of honesty. 
This word means "without wax" and comes from using wax 
to fill the cracks and imperfections in work done. For example, 
workers with furniture would fill the imperfect places with wax, 
and then varnish the whole. It looked all right, but use would 
eventually bring out the cracks. Honest dealers would mark their 
product as being "without wax" or sine cere. This meant that 
nothing was concealed. This is the kind of Christian leadership 
we need, where nothing is concealed, but where the person is 
honest, open, and without wax. 

1610 Lawnview St., Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
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PERS ECUTED CH URCH GROWS 

Many churches unde r pc1·sccu tion mere
ly survive. Others atrophy and die: Sl~ll 
othe1·s l ike the churches of Chr1st m 
Wcste~n Uganda, flourish during a time 
of persecut ion. 

When all American evangelists wer e 
f orced to leave Ug a nda in December of 
1972 there were only two small, s trug
glin~ churches a mong the Bakonjo people 
of Western Uganda . By J uly, 1980, the 
number of act ive adul t Christians had 
g rown to 160 worshipping in s ix small 
churches . God has surely g iven an in
crease during this time of polit ical t ur
moil ! 

But this growth has not been without 
ha rdship. I n July of 1973 the Church of 
Christ was banned by the Ugandan gov
er nment. S hor tly afterward, Ugandan sol
diers came to the Buhung u H ill ch urch in 
Western Uganda on Sunday morning to 
bea t any Chris tia ns meeting and to close 
their thatched-roofed church bu ilding . The 
Chr is t ia ns were thus fo rced t o worship 
secre tly in their l1omcs. Persecution 
reached such a pi tch tha t Yona Muhindo, 
God's powerful P aul to the Bakonjo, had 
to f lee for a while to the nat ion of 
Zaire. 

I n April , 1979, the government of Idi 
Amin Dada was toppled by a combined 
force of Ta nzanian soldier s a nd ex iled 
g uenilla f ighter s from Uganda. Imme
diately the ban on the Church of Chr is t 
and other ba nned "Christian" religious 
g roups was r evoked. The churches of 
Christ were once aga in a ble to worsh ip 
publicly ! Yet t he country was poli t ically 
vola t ile. Tanzania n soldiers, m any un
trained and underpa id, a dmin istered "jus
tice" by t he barrel of the g un. Tribalism 
bitt erly divided the country. T hese prob-

!ems were to affect the church in a cruel 
and savage way. 

On June 30, 1980, churches of Christ 
in ' Vestern Uganda were conducting a 
large meeting in order to collect money 
to buy a church building once belong ing 
to the now defunct Bap tist church in t his 
a rea . As t he meeting progr essed, the Ba
toro, t he t ribe adjacent. to t he Bakonjo 
and their t ra ditional enemies, together 
with hired T anzania n soldiers, attacked 
t he home where the Christ ians were meet 
ing. One brother in Christ, Yusufu Kule, 
was instantly k illed. The other Chr istians 
were scattered. The money a nd produce 
brought to the harambee were looted. 

F rom July 18-22 Yona Muhindo stayed 
wit h us here in Sotik, Kenya . We studied, 
prayed, preached, and made plans to
gether. Aid was sent back to help with 
the basic needs of t he Christians. W e 
ask you to pray that God will cont inue to 
g ive increase to · his work among t he Ba
konjo of Western Uganda. 

Ga ilyn Va n Rheenen, P. 0. Box 194 . Sotik 
Kenya. 

- - -0- --
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE NAME D 
FO R TENNESSEE BIDLE COLLEGE 

Tennessee Bible College is ha ppy to 
announce that Ernest L. Bentley is now 
working in the capacity of Field Repre
sentative. 

While employed by Union Carbide Corp. 
in Oak Ridge, TN, as a Cer t ified Safety 
Prof essional, Ernie did much mission 
work th roughout the East T ennessee ar ea, 
helping t o es tablish several cong regat ions. 
He ser ved a s fu ll t ime minist er f or con
gr ega tions in Claxton, Oliver Springs, 
Powell Valley, and completed 28 mont hs 
with t he Ga tlinburg congregation in J une, 
1977. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approveo 
Qualified Teachers 
Schola rships Available 

For Informa t ion Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Pres ton Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - J im my Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

~·---n --------···-----·-· _n_n_a_ - _ n_ n_ n_ n-~·r 

i CUSHIONS FOR 
I CHURCH PEWS 
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Rever sible or attached. 
Upholstered t ype. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc_ 
Contact w for free estima te. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, T exas 76059 
P hone 8 17- 645-9208 

Nol o to s ubscribers : P lease g ive your old 
add r ess as well as your new addr ess '1\' h en 
you m ove. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

O ne Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuit ion Free-Contact the Directo r 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

l ocated 21/ 2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re·unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profil, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

~he oford~ 
Own Church 

blJ 

.JJ.arvelj A . Cfti/Jre~j 

A new tec hnique in teaching new 
converts t he importance of the 
church. Third in a serie s of pro
grammed learn ing study books de
sig ne d for ra pid lea rning a nd last ing 
im pressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Order from 

Firrn Foundation Publishing H ouse 
Box 61 0, A ustin, Texas 787b7 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 23, 1980 



UNFINISHED TOWERS 

(Contin1.4€ 1 from page 8) 
It is possible. of course, that congrega

tions and individuals :may persist in a work 
too long. Certain projects which work in 
one place may not work in another. If, 
after a reasonable amount of time, it be
comes clear that some work is inappropri
ate for a particular area, it may be time 
to try something else. However, quitting 
may become a habit; thus, when a work is 
dropped, special care (counting the cost) 
is in order lest a congregation becomes 
noted for unfinished towers. 

It is also pof!sible that certain projects 
have worked for a time but no longer 
serve a real purpose. In such cases, we 
may rightfully think of them as com
pleted works. Again, caution is needed for 
we can easily confuse a completed work 
with one in which we have simply lost 
our original interest. 

Just as quitting a work after the initial 
enthusiasm fades can become a habit, so 
can the capacity for finishing. As was the 
case with Paul, Satan may hinder us in 
our efforts. but we can still say with him: 
I have fouP"ht the good fight; I have kept 
the faith; I have finished the course. 

Harding University, Box 917, Searcy, Ark. 
72143 

HERE AM I, SEND ME 

For over a year now the church in Vic
t<>ria, British Columbia, Canada has been 
prayine; that God would provide a man 
to teach Bible at the University of Vic
toria wehere they now have free use of 
university facilities, with no strings at
tached! There is no equivalent opportunity 
before the church at this time that I know 
of for teaching the gospel to the leaders 
of tomorrow with minimum expense and 
with such unrestricted freedom. Already 
ninety students have expressed a desire 
to study the Bible in this manner, none 
of whom are Christians. 

There are over 9,000 students in attend
ance at the university and only seventy 
members in the local church. At the 
present time the church is unable to sup
port this work because of existing com
mitments. We are also confident that we 
can be of significant help to the churches 
in Canada, in addition to the university 
work, by holding meetings during the 
summer. 

I have attended Lubbock Christian, 
Hardine; Colle~e, Pepperdine University 
and Abilene Christian University. I am 
a graduate of both L.C.C. and A.C.U. I 
was selected as "Outstanding Student" 
by faculty vote and "Mr. Christian Col
lege" by student vote while in school. I 
have taught Introduction to Christianity at 
the University of Houston campus and 
look forward to this challenging new work. 

I urge you to prayerfully consider this 
opportunity. I will be available to meet 
and further discuss this work with your 
co:r:tgregation. Here am I, send me. 

In the love of Jesus and his people, 
Tommy Clay 

A Firm Foul:ldatlon •ab•erlptloll makes a 
wonderful blrthday or anniversary gttt. 

DUNCANVILLE TO HAVE 
HOMECOMING 

The ·Duncanville church will have horne
corning activities on Suitday, Sept. 21-
opening day of their Fall Gospel Meet
ing with Joe Barnett preaching. Barnett 
will address all men at 9:30 with Mary 
Oler speaking to the ladies. Evening wor
ship will be at 6. The Duncanville church 
was established in 1949 and 21 original 
members will be introduced as a group 
that Sunday morning. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801--817 /429·1403 

,,_.._.._..__..._.._.._.._..__.._.._.._.._.,__...__...,_._.,__.._.,_.,_.._.._.._. 

~ ~ l Available for Shipment-Now ! 
! Firm Foundation Communion Cups l 
~ i 
i ~ I Order a Year's Supply I 
.i i 
i at the Low Price of ~ 

! I 
I SJJ95 I 
~ i i perthousand ~ 

f Hard, Clear Plastic-As Attractive as Glass l 
i ~ 
~ Real Time-Savers -Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away i 

~ Instead of Washing ~ 
! Order By Phone ~ 
~ National 1-800-531-5227 ~ ! Texas 1-800-252-9103 ~ 

! Firm Foundation Publishing House l 
I Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 ~ 
~ ~ 
~-------~-------~------~-------~.._.--------J 
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1st Annual 

HOT SPRINGS SOOL WINNING WORKSHOP 

9:30am 

10:30 am 

1:30pm 

2:30pm 

3:30pm 

6:00-
7:00pm 

7:00-
7:20pm 

7:30pm 

9:30am 

10:30 am 

1:30pm 

OCTOBER 2, 3, 4, 1980 Hot Springs, Arkansas 

SOOLer ENERGY 
for the 80's 

SCHEDOLE 

THURSDAY,OCT.2 FRIDAY, OCT. 3 (cont.) 

Saved To Serve Jerry Jones 2:30pm One Another Christianity Chuck Lucas 
Church Growth and Church Building Up the Church #2 Pat Casey 

Leadership #1 John Gipson Elders Who Are Counted 
The Statua of the Loat World Cline Paden Worthy of Double Honor Claude Lewis 
Leaaona on the Home #1 Neale Pryor Square Peg In a Round Hole 
Creating Unity When Opinions (being single) Marlbeth Downing 

Differ Terry Rush 3:30pm Find the Hurt and Heal It Marvin Phllllpa 
Making Dlaclples Chuck Lucas Sisters In Christ Ann Lucas 
The Bride and the Spirit Say Lessons Learned on Tenure 

Come Claude Lewis (20 Years at Rosemont) Charles Hodge 
And God Wondered (lsa. 59:16) Jim McGulggan 6:00-
Lefa Restore the Joy Marvin Phillips 7:00pm Congregational and Group Singing 
Evangellatlc Bible Studies Win 7:00-

Sou Ia Richard Whitehead 7:20pm Chorale of Harding Unlveralty 
Whoae Soul First (Self Esteem) Marlbeth Downing 7:30pm The Greateat Plea In the 
Woe to Us If We Preach Not the GreatntAge Marvin PhUIIps 

Gospel Cline Paden 
Building Up the Church #1 Pat Casey 
Leuons on the Home #2 Neale Pryor 

Congregational and Group Singing SATURDAY,OCT.4 
9:30am Spiritual Leadership Chuck Lucaa 

Joyful Noise Singers, Geyer Springs Church, LR. Women and Evangellam AnnLucu 

The G·ospel of Good News Jerry Jones Singing - Key to Exciting 
Worship Jerome Wllllama 

Three Keya to Power Marvin Phllllpa 
10:30am To Seek and Save That Which 

. Wu Loat Reuel Lemmon• 

FRIDAY, OCT. 3 1:30pm Leaaona to Preachera Charlea Hodge 
Ia God Setlafled Claude Lewll 
Building Up the Church 13 PatCaey 
Look Unto Me (lu. 45:22) Jim McGulggan 

The Most Urgent Command Cline Paden 2:30pm Shepherding an Evangellatlc 
Don't be Little In Your Own Eyea Terry Rush Church Richard Whitehead 
Strengthened With Power Richard Whitehead Church Growth and Leaderlhlp 
Prfnclplea of Church Growth 1#3 John Glpaon 

from Acta Jerry Jonea The God Who Wore a Towel Jim llcGulggan 
Leadership Charles Hodge A Doctrinal VIew of Feliowlhlp Neale Pryor 
The Total ChrlaUan Woman Ann Lucaa 3:30pm Jeaua of Nazareth P .... th By PatCuey 
Reaching the Lost Through 

Soul Talka Chuck Lucaa 
But 1 Don't Bake Plea I JflndlnS 

Your Place In Soul Inning Marlbeth Downln~ 
The Man God Sought Lessons on the Home #3 Neale Pryor 

(Eze. 22:30) Jim McGulggan A Servant Heart Jerome Williams 
How to Fight a carnal War Terry Rush 6:00-
Church Growth and Leadership John Gipson 7:00pm Congregational and Group Singing 

#2 7:00-
Building An Evangelistic Youth Jerome Williams 7:20pm True Life Singers, West Monroe, LA 

Ministry 7:30pm Servanthood Charlea Hodge .) 
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PHILUPS 

REUEL 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
WHY CHURCHES GROW. Flavll Yeak
ley, Jr. Christian Communications. 128 p. 
$8.60 

A revised edition of the former publica
tion by the satl: ~ title. This edition is en
larged to conta.n the continued research 
of the author. Two new chapters contain 
this information, as well as answers to 
the most often asked questions regarding 
church growth among churches of Christ: 

THE PAPERBA.OK MARKET 

THE BEAUTY OF GOD'S WWSPER. 
Randy Becton. Quality. 181 p. $2.96. 

A book of fifteen sermons by the author, 
preached under the influence of the lmowl
edge that he had cancer. These deal with 
suffering, approaching death, walking by 
faith, facing the future with hope, the 
shepherding of the Lord, etc. 

THE PEOPLE VERSUS JESUS. Jouis 
Evans, Sr. World. 128 p., $6.96. 

A courtroom drama with you as the 
juey. Jesus and his claims are tried in 
the court of Fairness. The judge and the 
lawyers argue the case. Each character, 
and each witness offers his testimony. You 
do the deciding. This is followed by 18 
short chapters, each dealing with possible 
explanations and objections. A final chap
ter on the attitude toward each other that 
prevails between Jews and Christians. 

FULLNESS AND F.REEDOM. R. C. Lu
cas. IVP 191 p. $4.96 

An expository examination ,f the books 
of Colossians and Philemon, with em
phasis upon the fact that God's revelation 
is complete in itself to furnish us every
thing we need and the freedom to accom
plish what God expects of us. It has 

depth and a wealth of seed-thoughts for 
sermon starters. 

HONEST ANSWERS TO HONEST 
QUESTIONS IVCP Philippines Staff. 
IVP. 71 p. $2 •. 26 

A sort of topical stud1, or sermon out
line sketch of the important questions 
which Jesus asked. Here are some answers 
from the Master to some of life's great
est questions. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

AU boob reviewed hero ma,. be purchaaed 
from the Firm Foundation Puhlishinw House. 
Pleue add 70c for poatap and handlinlr on 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12o/o 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated J illy 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 years 

and · 
282,000 

10o/o discounted to yield 
12% or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 260, 

600, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 86282 

(602) 968-7847 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$ 
· D 2 Years-$19.00 

1. 00 Per Montho 3 Years-$28.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send- me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

0 Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
· Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

. For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Ine. 

P. 0. Box 8927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
612/884-6287 or 612/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Plans offered only to workers in 
Clr:urches of Christ 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAl ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 11f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 23, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertlalng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate eor\gregations 

adnrtlaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or con~rre~ratlons seeking preachers. Also other 
acecptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director . 
1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:0:> P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LA~OOD CHURCH OF CH~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
'franslation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chric-t. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., ZO N. lrvinll' St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & hh;torlc N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA V AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dablba Road · 

Plea•aatoa, CaUforala IHCS68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma~: 
ChurClb of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 
96746. 
NO::..:R:.:.T_H_W_E_S_T-CHURCH OF CHRIST, 151ili5 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM_O_N __ s..,........,FR=o~M~s=-=u:=:N=sc:E:::T::--o-n---=9-=-o-m---;-in-u-:te:--... cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1Zth and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlsten: Lewis Frisby, 714-62Z-Z58G: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R_EL_I_G_I_O_U_,S_B;:.O;:.O:;:.K;,..:S:;.:.:.,.BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
\lontei'J'e7, MexlcoJ Ave. Fuadlclone• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangellata 
.ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OJ·: 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E.' 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-23 11 • 

RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA T Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 355-1121 or 353-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evamrellst 
Let ua print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 17¥.. foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1. 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017 • 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
Seeking a Christian man or couple to serve as 
custodians for the Windsor Park Church of Christ, 
4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78411. 
Prefer someone who is on a pension or some addi
tional source of income. Write In care of Ken 
Mayfield. 

AUDIO VISUAL aids, equipment & supplies. Write 
for free catalog or price quotations. Audio-Visual 
Sales, P.O. Box 5341, Texarkana, TX. 75601 (214) 
832-5624. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday c1118Bes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister available, age 31, married, three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :1205 E. Horcaa Ave., 
U.S. 460 Ea•t Oppo•lte K-Mart. Office 4n'· 
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-40G6. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
FOR SALE: 2 1977 15 pass. Maxivana, A/C, Radio, 
PS. PB. $4,750. Also 1970 Ford 60 pass. bus $2500. 
(507) 625-8583 or 387-7247. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA.-Valle7 Charch of 
Chrl•t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YIJltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Minister needed: Must be able to furnish partial 
support. House, utilities, and 75.00 per week fur
nished. Boles Acres, Alamogordo, N.M. Contact 
Ken Davis, 505-437-6171 or Leo Jenkins 505-437-1813. 
Surplus Jeeps. Cars, Trucks available through 
gov't. agencies. Many sell for under $200. Call 
(602) 941-8025 ext. 566 on how to obtain your 
surplus directory. 
Registered Nurse needed as part of missionary team 
effort in Papua New Guinea. Expenses paid. Write 
A. D. Smith, 57 Broadmoor, Texarkana, Ark. 75502. 
Want ToBitY: Used Religious BciOiai:-Bob Jackson
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3383. 

CENTURY Zl RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are movln~r anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is Independently owned and operated. 
Wanted: Full-time preaching position or work with 
preacher as personal evangelist in church In Ohio. 
Have completed the one year full-time personal 
evangelism courses at Bear Valley School of Biblical 
Studies. For more information, contact: Robin W. 
Haley, 825 N. Fourth St., Lander, Wyo. 82520. 
·-SECOND ANNUALNEW-GUINEA FORuM
At the Eleventh & Willis St. Church building in 
Abilene, Texas, beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 26 and lasting through Saturday, the 27th 

.to 4:00 p.m. another Papua New Guinea Mission 
Forum will take place. Information and Inspiration 
will be shared with all brethren interested In this 
mission field. Elders and mission committee mem
bers from churches sponsoring workers, and mission
aries presently on leave, and prospective workers will 
be there. Robert Mingo, outstanding national preach
er will be featured. Reports, displays, movies, slides, 
and discussions will take place. Other speakers 
will be Tobey H11ff, Rex Morgan, Dave Lock, Larry 
Voyles, Mel Bowman, Mike Lock, and Joe Cannon. 
Assistance and housing will be provided by the 
cosponsoring churches, Orient Street. Stamford; 
11th and Willis. and Westgate. Abilene. Call John 
Robinson. 915/698-8255 and 677-9790. 
MUST SELL:Kittel's Theological- D·~ic-ta.,....·o_n_a_ry_o-=-1-=N~T 
(10-vol. complete set), new. Retails at 255.00. Now 
only 149.00. Send inquiries to L. Allen, 2281 Union, 
Iowa City, lA 52240. 

INVESTJGATEI Th• Firm Foundation 
trle. to •crt'etll advertt•laa-. and will aot 
knowtn~~:l7 take qne•tlonablt' atlvertt•la,;r. 
Out It 111 the rende~• ft'Qoa•lblllf7' to ID• 
v•athr:nte. Llk• aa.,- otb•r pap•r. w• •ome
tlmell nnwltfln,;rl.,. ran nn nawortb7 ad. 
A.a tb• old an.,.ln,;r a-oPII, b•for• yon lnT•at. 
ln, ... ,.tl,;ratel 

::::: 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
•es n(n accepted. 

::".'::';::::: : :: ::::::::-:: 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Christian con· 
tacts on Military lnstalratlons worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 

the p::~J~~~r,~:~~~~g~~r:~~~~~~~~~: phone and military 
Installation, If known, along with your name and address 
~ AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
~ CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North Seventh Street 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

American Military Evangelizing Nations 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafen in tho 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, eadt, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1)95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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a: THE PURPOSE AND THE NEED ,......, 

~ The purpose of the Northeast School 
of Biblical Studies is to provide op
portunity for an indepth study of the 
Bible, the Word of God. 
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The heavily populated Northeast 
needs Him who is the Light of the 
world, the world's only Hope. The 
saving gospel of Jesus Christ must be 
heralded to all! 

The Northeast School of Biblical 
Studies, a work of the Clifton Park 
Church of Christ, is provided to help 
meet this great and urgent need. 
We need your help! 

THE SCHOOL 
The Lord's church in Clifton Park, 
New York, (fifteen miles north of 
Albany), under the oversight of its 
elders, is responsible for the availa
bility of this school. The elders are: 

Dwight Weal Max T. Nee! 

Lany Deason 

THE CURRICULUM 

FIRST YEAR 

Genuine Discipleship 
God's Eternal Purpose 
Hermeneutics 
Language I 
Bible History I 
Speech Preparation 

and Presentation I 
Acts of the Apo11tles 
Galatians 
1 & 2 Timothy /Titus 
Language II 
Bible History II 
Speech Preparation 

and Presentation II 

Isaiah-Micah 
Jeremiah-Lamentations 
Joel·Habakkuk 
Language ill 
Bible History lli 
Speech Preparation 

and Presentation ill 

Daniel-Ezekiel 
John 
Evidences/Evangelism I 
Language IV 
Bible History IV 
Speech Preparation 

and PresentatiQn IV 

For further information 

please write to: 

SECOND YEAR 

Life of Christ 
Teachings of Christ 
Thessalonians 
Poetical Books I 
Godhead 
Speech Preparation 

and Presentation V 

Ephesians/ Colossians/ 
Philippians 

1 & 2 Peter /Jude 
Hebrews 
Poetical Books li 
James 
Speech Preparation 

and Presentation VI 

1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Romans 
Poetical Books ill 
Topical Studies I 
Speech Pre paration 

and Presentation VII 

Revelation 
1. 2, 3 John 
Evidences/Evangelism Jj 

Poe tical Books IV 
Topical Studies II 
Speech Preparation 

and Pre sentation Vlli 

NORTHEAST SCHOOL 

OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

P.O. Box 349, Clilton Park, NY 12065 

Phone: 518/371-6944 

Larry Deason 
Dean 

Instructor 

Peter Stem 
Field Representative 

Frank Colella 
Instructor 

Steve Singleton 
Instructor 

FACULTY 

AND 

STAFF 

John Featherstone
Administrator 

Instructor 

George Boersman 
Instuctor 

Anthony DiToro 
Instructor 

Horace Smith 
Instructor 
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562 OF INDIA'S OWN PREACHERS attended preachers lectures this year. 
Of these only II 0 have American support. The re st receive tracts, Bibles, 

and encouragement from church a t Raytown, Mo. and A. & Tenn. St. 
Midland, Texas. J. C. Bailey and Chas. Scott work with most of these. 
American preachers are sought for 5 week journeys, Nov. & March to 
teach these preachers and a few from their congregations. 
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Austin, Texas, September 30, 1980 
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Selective 0 bedience 

We have always been a people noted for insistence 
upon obedience. We have always contended that God 
meant what he said and said what he meant, and that, 
furthermore, he expected us to do what he said. One 
of the most often quoted verses is, "obedience is bet
ter than sacrifice ... " Another is " ... He has become 
the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey 
him." 

·We preach well but we practice poorly. In some area 
we insist on absolute obedience. In others we are not 
so insistent. We ~ight call ours "selective Obedience." 

When it comes to the plan of salvation, church gov
ernment, worship, and some other things we insist that 
obeying the letter of the law is essential. In some other 
areas such as loving our enemies, and even our breth
ren, we are not so insistent. 

If when God gives us a law he expects us to obey 
it, he would surely expect as much obedience to one 
law as he would to another. We do not have the peroga
tive of obeying what laws we want to obey and dis
regarding those we do not wish to obey. We even make 
laws out of. necessary inferences when it comes to the 
weekly observance of the Lord's supper and the use 
of instrumental music, but when it comes to obeying 
the injunctions of the sermon on the mount we are 
hardly as insistent. 

Take for instance Jesus' ruling that "whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause is in danger 
of the judgement." We pay that little mind. Is baptism 
essential to salvation while this injunction is not? 

Or, the command to leave your gi~t at the altar and 
go be reconciled to your brother before you offer your 
gift-is this a thing· that can be ignored while the 
command to repent cannot be? Do we have a right to 
select the commands that are the essential ones? Do 
we have a right to ignore others? How universal do we 
believe this principle of obedience to be? 

There is no doubt in our mind that we teach the 
truth on the plan of salvation. We can quote chapter 
and verse for every part of it. We believe we are right 
in preaching as we do that one is either saved when 
he obeys God's commands in the plan of salvation or 
else God lied. Are not God's commands concerning the 
unity of the brotherhood just as essential? Can breth-
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ren divide into factions and parties and sects, venting 
their animosity on each other, and at the same time 
not be subject to the same necessity for obedience that 
people who would obey the gospel are subject to? 

We can well be proud of the clarity with which we 
preach the plan of salvation. We should be ashamed 
that many denominational groups beat us a mile when 
it comes to practicing some phases of the obedience of 
Christian living. The world may be more impressed 
with their obedience than ours. We select some com
mands to obey and beat them at it, and they select some 
to obey and beat us at it. Who has the better chance? 

If we would insist upon obedience to God's com
mands after baptism as throughly as we insist upon 
obedience to God's commands before baptism, and 
preach the universal essentiality of obedience, it would 
revolutionize the church for certain, and maybe the 
world. We can't preach obedience and practice selec
tive obedience and impress anyone. 

To obey or not to obey, aye, that's the queston! Do 
we really believe that obedience is as essential as we 
preach that it is? If so, then why totally ignore in so 
many instances, love of the breth~en, unity of the body, 
carrying evil reports and gossip, and a hundred other 
things. If we insist upon obedience in one area why 
not insist upon obedience in all areas? 

The scriptures are literally filled with positive com
mands regarding Christian living that would literally 
make us perfect if we would but obey all.of them. The 
average person has little or no compunction of con
science in ignoring most of them when it suits him 
to do so. We question the attitude that would insist 
upon implicit obedience before one becomes a Christian 
and wink at it afterward. 

In the practice of selective obedience we first de
throne God, and assume the right to determine for 
ourselves. This makes each of us his own God, and 
therefore his own judge. When we do that we can 
allow anything. 
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GARY A. FALLIS 

A current craze that is taking America by storm is the 
emphasis on the Positive Mental Attitude of the individual. 
Positive thinking is being promoted in magazines, articles, 
lectures and seminars. No one would argue that being opti
mistic, thinking positively and being energetic and zealous 
should be a part of the Christian's way of life. Far too often, 
good works are left undone and souls unsaved because of a 
lack of vision and action on the part of God's people. The pur
pose of this article is not to rob the church of power and mo
tivation but to seek the origin and nature of those qodly quali
ties. That is, we need to get our power, our confidence and our 
drive where Paul got his. 

Paul said, "Follow me as I follow Christ." Paul's power came 
through Christ. He said, "I can do all things through Christ 
who strengtheneth me." The philosophy of Paul's life was 
Christ. Paul said, "For me to live is Christ" Paul sought to 
have the mind of Christ and encouraged others to do so. In 
following Christ and in having the mind of Christ, Paul had 
traded confidence in the flesh for confidence in the Divine. 

Paul tells us in Phillipians chapter three that if anyone had 
the right to glory or boast in the flesh, he did. Paul wishes 
for us to know that he once drew his strength, his motivation 
and his evaluation of success from human sources. Paul further 
explains, however, that he left all that for a far greater power 
and worthy goal. Paul's power was derived from Christ. Paul 
assures us, "My God shall suppiy all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Paul's power was from 
God and his goal was to please God. He said, "I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." 

The church can learn from those in the world because some
times "the children of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light." However, we must keep in mind that 
"in Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 
Furthermore, Paul says, "we are complete in him." Following 
all the recommended techniques and programmed attitudes in 
the world will not succeed in an endeavor if God does not will it 
and supply the resources to get it done. We can, however, do 
more than we can even ask or imagine through God's power 
that works in us. Therefore, we need to quit piddling along with 
puny plans and envision the great things that are possible with 
God working through us. Through an obedient faith and a 
humble prayer life we give God· room to work. However, we 
are deceiving ourselves if we believe that thinking something 
strongly enough and pursuing it vigorously enough will make 
it come to pass. There is more to God's work and to living the 
Christian life than just a positive mental attitude. The greatest 
and most lasting works have prospered because of an all
powerful God working within men, and not some external 

humanly engineered stimulus that wears off once the machine 
leaves town and the drum-beating stops. 

A powerful church is a prayerful church. Let us not believe 
that successful prayer comes when I tell God what to do or 
when I am so presumptuous to thank God for doing what I 
have already told Him to do. We need to. be reminded that 
God does not work that way. Paul prayed earnestly and sin
cerely three times that the thorn in his flesh would be re
moved. The thorn was not removed. Instead, God said, "My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness ..• " The apostle did not question the value of 
prayer or the power or wisdom of God, but said, "Most gladly 
therefore will I gather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me." On Paul's second missionary jour
ney, he and his companions desired to go into Bithynia "but 
the Spirit suffered them not." What if Paul had decided before
hand that it was God's will that he go into Bithynia at that time, 
and what if Paul had already thanked God for what Paul had 
told Him to do? Such a positive attitude beforehand concerning 
what God would or should do could result in a loss of faith 
and trust in God. However, Paul had that humble, trusting 
attitude that caused him to pray that God's will be done and 
to accept God's will when it was revealed. Successful prayer 
is a man of God, humble and contrite before God, and desiring 
always to do the will of God. God's power works in us and 
through us, and w~ can approach God boldly, but we must 
crucify self, die daily and submit to His word always. 

Likewise, our preaching ought to be God-centered and God
powered. The apostle Paul who was qualified to speak of 
Gentile philosophy or Jewish tradition spoke of "Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified." Paul says, "And my speech and my preach
ing was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power (and here is the rea
son) that your faith should not stand in the wisdom- of men 
but in the power o! God." If Paul were preaching today, he 
would not get his power and motivation from a positive mental 
attitude acquired from self-help books, tapes, seminars and 
rallys, but from the God-breathed, all-sufficient word and will 
of God. Paul's appeal to sinful man would be a humble but 
persuasive life-changing message that had its origin and 
roots not in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Let us draw on all the promises and power of an Almighty 
God. Let us sink our feet deep into the concrete of God's W~rd 
and lift our minds toward heaven frequently to summon gutd
ance and help from the One of whom it is said, "Nothing shall 
be impossible." The resources of God are ~dequate. T?e ~~ok 
of God is inexhaustible in its action producmg, revolutlomzmg 
principles for the good and abundant life. May it be said ?f 
us, God's church in the 1980's, "Their faith did not stand m 
the wisdom of men but in the power of God." 

215 Polydale, San Antonio, Texas 78223 
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Making the Cross of None Effect 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

In 1 Corinthians 1:17 Paul says: "For Christ sent me not 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, 
lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect." 

In the first part of the statement Paul declares that he was 
not sent to baptize, but to preach. Some teach that baptism 
is an unimportant act, that it has nothing to do with salva
tion. They sometimes use this passage to sustain their theory. 
But Paul was simply affirming that baptizing was not the 
main purpose of his ministry; that baptizing people was not his 
principal work. One translation has it thus: "For Christ sent 
me, not so much to baptize, as to preach the gospel." Preaching 
the gospel was Paul's chief mission; baptizing was an act he 
could perform if the occasion called for it, or he could leave 
the baptizing for others to do. If Paul meant that he was not 
to baptize at all, then he baptized without authority, for in 
this very chapter he mentions the names of some whom he had 
baptized (verses 14-16). 

Paul next says: "Not with wisdom of words." The Greeks 
prided themselves on their wisdom. Graceful rhetoric and win
ning eloquence were used by them to win others to their views. 
Paul was well trained and could have resorted to worldly wis
dom, but this he was careful not to .do. In this passage he 
makes it clear that eloquence and oratory are not needed for 
the gospel to have its intended effect. Rather such would 
vitiate the gospel of its power if such oratory ~ere founded 
upon a wisdom of the world. God did not send Paul to preach 
the gospel with human wisdom and eloquence. Therefore, Paul 
could say to these same readers: "And I, brethren, when I came 
to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom de
claring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not 
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and him 
crucified" (1 Cor. 2:1-2). ' 

The apostle concludes our text with these words: "Lest the 
~ross. of ,?hrist should be made of none effect." His meaning 
1s th1s: Lest the success which would attend the preaching 
should be attributed to human eloquence or rhetoric, rather than 
to its true cause." To have adorned the gospel with Grecian 
wisdom would have obscured its power. 

The hope of this world is in the cross of Christ. Judaism 
could not offer the remission of sins, "for it is impossible for 
the blood of bulls and of goats to take away sin" (Heb. 10 :4). 
It was God's plan that redemption be accomplished through the 
death of Christ. Peter speaks of this when he says that redemp
tion is not with corruptible things, "but with the precious blood 
of Christ" ( 1 Peter 1 :18-20). This is why Jesus could claim to 
be the way, the truth, and the life, and why he could declare 
that men could come to God only through him (John 14:6). A 
great truth is proclaimed in the words of a well known song· 
"I must needs go home by the way of the cross, there's no othe; 
way but this." 

Paul said, "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1 :21). In verse 18 of this same 
chapter, he says men are saved by the preaching of the cross. 
;o th~se who trust in worldly wisdom the message of the cross 
1s foolishness. But Paul reminds us that the cross can be made 
of none effect, that is, that it can become ineffective and fail 
in its purpose. The failure cannot be charged to God for he 
desires that all men be saved (1 Tim. 3 :9). How, the~, would 
it be possible to make the cross of none effect? 
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HUMAN WISDOM 
First, words of human wisdom can render the eros in

effective. Human philosophy, rather than imparting power to 
the gospel, destroys its saving power. Human wisdom adulterates 
the gospel, and a perverted gospel cannot save. We are living 
in an age of learning. Many have permitted human wisdom to 
cause them to be puffed up. They have become too proud to 
bow before the gaunt cross of Calvary. They do not like to 
admit that they are sinners, .doomed before God. They do not 
wish to confess that they are completely bankrupt, having noth
ing wherewith to pay. They will not accept anything by faith· 
they must weigh it on the scales of human wisdom. It is littl~ 
wonder that Paul warned against such a foe as the wisdom 
of the world. 

PERVERTING THE GOSPEL 
It is possible to make the cross of none effect by perversion of 

the gospel. In Paul's day, Judaizing teachers came to Galatia 
and were leading Christians astray by strange doctrines. To the 
Galatians Paul wrote: "I marvel that you are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto an
other gospel: which is not another gospel, only there be some 
that trouble you and would pervert the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 
1:6-7). To pervert the gospel is to change it by adding to or 
taking from it. When either is done, it then becomes powerless 
to save. The gospel preached by Paul was revealed by the 
Father. To preach another message is to preach a perverted 
gospel; it is to make the cross of none effect. The error may 
appear innocent and it may be ably defended, but it makes 
the cross of no effect it it changes the God-ordained plan of 
redemption. Any theology ·which denies the vicarious death 
and the bodily resurrection of Christ surely takes away from 
the gospel that which makes it powerful. Any system that 
denies the reality of sin renders the cross needless and makes 
it of no effect. 

LIVES OF PROFESSED CHRISTIANS 
Thirdly, the cross can be made of no effect by the conduct of 

professed Christians. Paul spoke of some who walked in such 
a manner that "they are enemies of the cross" (Phil. 3 :18). He 
admonished Christians to "walk worthily" (Eph. 4:1). He ex
horted them to "walk honestly toward them that are without" 
(1 Thess. 4·:12). When a professed child of God treats the Lord's 
Day in an irreverent manner, or when he exhibits carelessness 
towards the Lord's Supper, he is likely to render the cross of 
none effect to those who are observing his life. When the world 
sees strife and discord among church members, rather than 
peace and harmony, they are likely to regard the message of the 
cross as empty and meaningless. If the world sees the church 
living, acting, and talking as the world itself lives, acts, and 
talks, then it is not likely to listen to what we have to say. 

Let us examine our lives. We are living epistles, known and 
read by others. The only impression some people have of the 
Christ and of the gospel is that which they see by watching 
those who claim to be Christians. Let us not be conformed to 
the world; let us be transformed by the renewing of our minds. 
Let each and every Christian determine that his life will ·never 
be such as to render the preaching of the cross of none effect. 

Oklahoma Christian College 
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P,evenling ~ivorce 
GAYLORD COO~ 

Much is being written in recent times concerning divorce and 
remarriage. Battle lines are being drawn and various "generals" 
are recruiting troops for their side. This is a legitimate area 
of inquiry and one in which muc~ calm, thoughtful reasoning 
needs to be exercised, but this article is directed toward another 
area of the problem of divorce--preventing it. 

The most casual observer of the American home knows that 
it is in deep trouble. Many, including this writer, feel the 
greatest danger to our way of life lies in the disintegration of 
the home. 

A divorce is the public and legal declaration of the death 
and disintegration of a home. Divorce is no respecter of persons. 
It invades every bracket and strata of our national life. Not 
so many years ago we felt the church was more or less exempt 
from this problem, but that is no longer true. Once we felt 
marriages resulting from courtships begun on Christian College 
campuses were almost immune from this scourge. We now know 
this is not true! 

Insurance against the possibility of divorce would be a readily 
grabbed commodity, were it available. So many who find them
selves experiencing this agony never dreamed it could happen 
to them. But as the old saying goes, "it is happening in the best 
of families." This is literally true. 

Every married couple needs to stop and raise the question 
as to what they are doing to avoid the possibility of divorce 
in their home. There are many besetting problems that must 
be faced by almost all families if the family is to have a 
chance of success. All need to become aware of the areas of 
danger to family relationships that must be avoided at all costs. 

Parents, preachers, elders and Bible school teachers need 
to do all they can for the young people of the present to help 
them prepare for good marriage. Debating the fine points of 
law and seeking loopholes to permit remarriage after divorce is 
not the proper answer to the problem. Prevention is the key. 

Young people must be brought to understand that romantic 
attraction alone does not guarantee happiness or insure success 
in marriage, Romantic attraction ·often is nothing more than 
the biological reaction of a male to a female and vice versa. 
Men are attracted to women and women are attracted to men. 
Romantic attraction is an essential for a good marriage, but 
there must be much more than romantic attraction if the mar
riage is to be beautiful and fulfilling, and satisfying through 
the years. The popular media confuse the young on this point 
and we must correct their mistaken ideas about it BEFORE 
marriage. 

For some reason we are not teaching our young people that 
marriage is a part of God's plan for life and it must therefore 
be conducted in accord with God's plan if it is to he successful. 
If the divorce tide is to be turned, this must be changed. Those 
who marry (whether young or old) must realize the vows they 
take are made before God and are to be kept as unto God. 

Hard work is an essential to successful marriage and the 

degree to which both parties to a marriage simultaneously 
work for success will be largely a determining factor of success. 
So many who enter into marriage are attempting to spell the 
word love with the letters S-E-X. They might be much more 
successful by using the letters W-0-R-K. 

The total number of divorces per year in our nation is now 
in excess of one million. This means two million adults and 
unnumbered children suffer heartbreak each year. Surely, this 
should alert all to the danger in every family of this tragedy. 

Many enter marriage expecting everything to be just perfect 
all the time. Reality needs to be taught to our young people. 
Some discord is inevitable in every marriage. There is no such 
thing as a perfect marriage for that would involve a perfect 
man and a perfect woman who related to each other perfectly. 
When problems arise mature people solve them rather than 
running to the divorce court, but make no mistake--problems 
will arise. Young people need to know this in advance. 

There are some guidelines, which if followed simultaneously 
by each member of the marriage, can guarantee the prevention 
of the tragedy of divorce. The first is to recognize and respond 
to individual responsibility to God for the well-being of the 
marriage (I Peter 3 :1-7). It is interesting to note the emphasis 
placed upon responsibility in the Bible rather than upon the 
rights and privileges of those who choose to participate in mar
riage. In fact, this is a symptom of our age; the constant em
phasis upon rights while ignoring responsibility. The respon
sibilities of the wife to her husband and of the husband to his 
wife are emphasized forcefully in Eph. 5 :21-33. 

A second necessity is the application of Acts 20:35. When our 
Lord spoke of the habit of giving, he was not thinking primarily 
in terms of a contribution to the treasury of the church. He was 
articulating a philosophy of life that works more effectively 
in every area, especially in the marriage relationship. If we can 
learn that in marriage it is truly more blessed to give than 
receive a great step will have been taken toward eliminating 
divorce. 

The acceptance of the imperfections of the companion is a 
third step in overcoming the danger of divorce. A continuing 
prayer to God for forgiveness for one's own imperfections can 
be a great help here. The scriptures support the observable fact 
that all have and .do sin (Rom. 3:23). The finest woman and the 
best man are of course included in this truth. The successful 
marriage must recognize and adapt to this reality. 

Daily practice of forgiveness as the technique for dealing 
with mistreatment in marriage is a fourth important principle. 
In no area of life is this great principle of our Lord's teaching 
more essential than in marriage. To forgive is to repudiate the 
right to retaliate and to go a long way in overcoming difficulty. 
These few princples can be marriage savers if incorporated 
into marriage. Let us teach our young people BEFORE they 
marry! 

723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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!Predestination 
JERRY A. RILEY 

What does the word "predestination" mean to you? It is a 
biblical word· deriving from the Greek "proorizo," and it com
monly means "to decide upon something beforehand." It seems 
to suggest religious determinism. 

The Augustinian and Calvinist concept of predestinatio~ is 
that God fixes events and destinies from the beginning so that 
what happens in time has been unalterably decreed. Some forms 
of predestination suggest that certain people are. elected for 
salvation while others are destined for damnation. There are 
attempts within this theory to justify God's decision about 
one's eternal destiny. Yet it ultimately rests upon an arbitrary 
decision of God, effectively negating human freedom. But is 
this the biblical concept of predestination? 

There are also secular forms of predestination. Surprisingly, 
many people adopt a deterministic philosophy to cope with the 
uncertainties in life. A young soldier may go into war, bravely 
saying, "I have no fear of death. If it is my time to die, so 
be it." Motorists often begin trips with the same fatalistic 
attitude. Likewise, victims of uncontrollable circumstances may 
say ''This is God's will for my life; I must endure it." There 
is ;omething noble about a person who submits to fate. Yet it 
is an unbiblical concept of life. It distorts one's view of God 
and destroys the meaning of faith. 

The Bible consistently teaches the sovereign freedom of God. 
He is not bound by the past, present or future. He is at work 
in every moment making all things new. Moreover, the scrip
tures affirm human freedom. Humanity is capable of making 
decisions and choices, and is held responsible for these choices. 
One is judged by deeds done in the body. At every moment we 
are asked to decide for or against God. To have faith in God is 
not to passively accept our present circumstances. It is to be 
open to God's work, to listen to His voice in scripture, to respond 
in obedience as one is confronted by the divine word. Faith is 
a response that transforms the meaning of everything that 
happens in one's life. 

How can the Bible affirm both freedom and predestination? 
We shall consider this question in the context of Ephesians 1 
and Romans 8. 

The apostle Paul declares in Ephesians 1 that God has a plan 
for all creation. His plan is to unite all things in Christ, things 
in heaven and on earth (v. 10). Thus, God has a "predetermined 
goal" for human history. He decreed before the foundations 
of the world that creation shall reach its climax in Jesus Christ. 
By accepting Jesus as the Christ, one participates in God's 
eternal plan. Accordingly, we who are Christians have been 
predestined "in Christ" (vvs. 4, 5, 12). We are still free to accept 
or reject Christ and, in this sense, control our own destiny. 
However, when we accept Christ, we share in God's predestined 
purpose for Christ and for creation. 

The foreknowledge of God contributes to the confusion on 
predestination. The Bible definitely teaches that God has the 
ability to foreknow people and events (lsa. 44:6-8). For in
stance, He knows who will and will not be saved (cf. John 
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10:22-30; Acts 13:48; 18-9-11). But, foreknowledge of persons 
or events does not mean things are predetermined in a fixed, 
unalterable way, On a human level, we cannot conceive of 
knowing something beforehand without having somehow fixed 
it. If someone knows in advance the outcome of a boxing match, 
a horse race, or a football score, we immediately suspect foul 
play. But this simply reflects the limitations of our humanity. 
God can know things in advance without interfering with the 
freedom of the people involved in the event. Thus, fore
knowledge should not be confused with predestination. The mes
sage of predestination is not that God is controlling events, or 
that He foreknows who will ·be saved, but that He has a plan 
for creation, to unite all things in Christ. 

Paul develops another aspect of predestination in Romans 
8. He wrote, "For those whom He (God) foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order 
that He might be the first-born among many brethren" (v. 29). 
Those who accept Christ are predestined to grow and mature 
into the image of Christ. Their personal goal is, therefore, pre
determined by God. Whether they reach this goal is their own 
choice! But there is no question about God's ultimate purpose. 
One cannot be a Christian and pursue his own independent 
lifestyle. Our personal goal in life is determined by our free 
choice. 

What significance does this biblical doctrine hold for our 
lives? First, we know that God has worked, is working, and 
shall work for our personal salvation in Jesus Christ. We do 
not need to search out our own way, but should submit to 
God's plan for all creation. Secondly, we know that God wants 
to mold us into the image of Christ. We may at times be con
fused about our goals, even suffer an identity crisis. We search 
for "the real me," the person whom we imagine for ourselves. 
Yet God is wanting us to redirect the focus from ourselves to 
Christ. Predestination is not some esote1ic doctrine, unrelated 
to life; but goes to the heart of God's purposes. 

1580 River·Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
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Greek Word Studies on the function and Authority of Preachers {5) 
D. Anagnosis 

The preacher is to give himself to read
ing (anagn.Osis; Latin: lectio; 1 Tim. 4: 
13). This noun which occurs three times 
in the N. T. is used for the reading of the 
law and the prophets in the synagogue 
(Acts 13:15) and for any reading of the 
Old Covenant (2 Cor. 3:14). The rabbis 
put great stress on study of the Torah. 
Hillel said, "He who does not learn is 
worthy of death" (Abotk 1:13). He also 
said, "Say not, When I have leisure I will 
study; perhaps you will never have lei
sure" (Abotlt 2:5). Jesus said of the Jews 
"1;'ou. s~arc~ the scriptures" (Jn. 5:39): 
H1s mv1tatlon to all is "Come learn of 
me" (Mt. 11:29), and the distinctive term 
for his follower is mathetes which though 
translated "disciple" means "pupil." Many 
a preacher who is frustrated with himself 
and whose people are dissatisfied with his 
efforts could cure the situation if he 
would make himself a diligent student. The 
supposition that a pleasing personality 
and the gift of a glib tongue can take 
the place of diligent study is one of the 
occupational hazards of our activity. 

E. Elegchein 
The preacher's task involves rebuking 

or convincing (elegthein; 2 Tim. 4:2) the 
wrongdoer. Elegckiein occurs in the N.T. 
in eighteen passages. Its corresponding 
noun form elegchos occurs once (Heb. 11:-
1) and is rendered "conviction." Elegchiein 
has at least four varieties of meanings. 
It means "expose" or "bring to light" (Tit. 
2:15). It may mean to convict or con
vince someone of something as when one 
is convicted by his conscience ( J n. 8 : 9; 
some texts); as when the elder is to con
vince the gainsayer (Tit. 1 :9), and as 
when Titus is to convince the Cretans 
(Tit. 1 :13). The Holy Spirit convinces the 
world of sin (Jn. 16:8); and Jude urges 
that we convince those who doubt (Jude 
22; some texts). In some settings elegckein 
has the connotation of correcting or re
futing. John the Baptist rebuked Herod 
for his marriage with Herodias (Lk. 3 :19). 
The offending brother is to have his 
fault shown to him (Mt. 18 :15). The 
wrong doer is to be reproved (corrected) 
before all (1 Tim. 5:20; cf. 2 Tim. 4:2). 
Then the word may suggest punishment 
or discipline. The Lord reproves those he 
loves (Rev. 3: 19). The dictionary cites no 
examples of this last category in the work 
of preachers. As far as the preacher is 
concerned this word elegchein suggests 
ideas of persuasion-persuading the 
wrong doer that his ways are wrong and 
that he needs to change his behaviour. "To 
show" or "To make to see" are good collo
quial definitions of elegchein ( cf. Lev. 
19:12; Ecclus. 19:13-17). It is a part of 
bringing every thought into subjection to 
Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), and must be done by 
mental and emotional appeals, remember
ing the proverbial saying "convince a man 
al!'ainst his will and he is of the same 
opinion still." 

Titus had been charged "rebuke them 
sharply" ( elegchein meta pases epitages; 
Tit. 2 :15), that is to act firmly in view 
of the stubborn character of the Cretan 

JACK P. LEWIS 

people. His message is from God; he must 
not be doubtful of his right. His work is 
to be done meta pases epitages, which is 
translated into English with all author
ity." Though the person who reads only 
English is tempted to fall into a trap by 
the use of "with all authority" in this 
verse in our translations and may deduce 
a doctrine of authority for the evangelist, 
the meaning of meta pases epitages is 
given by the Lexicon as 'with all im
pressiveness." That is a very different con
cept from that of organic authority. 

F. Epitiman 
Epitiman ("rebuke," "censure " "speak 
• 1 , ' ser~ous y, or "~am" in order to prevent 

actiOn) occurs m twenty-eight N.T. pas
sages but with the interesting distribution 
that all occurrences except two are in the 
Gospels. Timothy is to "rebuke" (2 Tim. 
4:2), and Michael said to the devil, "The 
Lord rebuke you" (Jude 9). In this sec
ond case the idea of "punish" which the 
word carries in occurrences outside the 
N. T. is possible. 

The import of the word epitiman can be 
seen when Jesus rebukes the demons (Mt. 
12:16; Mk. 3:12; Lk. 4:41; Mt. 17:18; 
Mk. 9:ff25; Lk. '9:41; Mk. 1:25; Lk. 4:35, 
39); when he rebukes the sea (Mt. 8:26; 
Mk. 9:25; Lk. 9:42; Mk. 1:25; Lk. 4:35, 
that the disciples not tell that he is the 
Christ (Mt. 16:20; Mk. 8:30; Lk. 9:21). 

Peter rebukes Jesus when Jesus makes 
known his approaching death (Mt. 16:22; 
Mk. 8:32, 33); the disciples rebuke the 
crowd that would bring children to Jesus 
(Mt. 19:13; Mk. 10:13; Lk. 18:15); the 
crowd rebukes the blind man who would 
be healed (Mt. 20:31; Mk. 10:48; Lk. 
18:39;) and one thief on the cross rebuked 
the other (Lk. 23 :40). 

It is of special interest to note that the 
sinful brother is to be rebuked (Lk. 17:3): 
Like the work of the prophet of the 0. T ., 
it is a part of the work of the preacher 
"to declare to Jacob his transgression and 
to Israel his sin" (Mic. 3:8). 

G. Paraklein 
The verb paraklein and its correspond

ing noun paraklesis ("encouragement," 
"exhortation," "comfort," "consolation") 
are words of many occurrences and many 
meanings in the N. T. The verb is com
monly rendered "exhort" (2 Tim. 4:2); 
but its meaning includes "invite," "call 
upon for help," "appeal to," "encourage," 
"request and implore," "entreat," "con
sole," and "conciliate." The ideas of per
suading and encouraging are covered by 
paraklein. The preacher should be a per
suader and an encourager-not merely a 
denouncer. 

IV. The Preacher and Authority 
Thou,goh the Greek word exousia passes 

into latin as auctoritas and from that 
source into English as "authotity," it is 
never used in the N.T. for the role of the 
preacher. The Eni!'Iish versions have ren
dered epita.ges as "authority" in one rele
vant instance: "Encourage and rebuke 
with all authority [epitages]. Do not let 

anyone despise you" (Tit. 2:15, N.I.V.). 
The A.S.V. gave "commandment" as an 
alternate rendering here for epitages • and 
the Bauer lexicon suggests that "with all 
impressiveness" is the meaning in this 
case, as we have already pointed out. This 
passage seems a very weak support for 
the idea of organic authority for preach
ers. 

Hegeomai, meaning "to lead" or "guide" 
occurs in the N. T. only in the present 
participial form. It is used of men in any 
leading position. It is used of high offi
cials, of military commanders, and of 
leaders of religious bodies. Leading men 
among the brethren (Judas, Barsabbas, 
and Silas) accompanied Paul and Barna
bas from Jerusalem with the Apostolic 
Letter (Acts 15.:22). Hegemonos is used 
of Paul as the chief speaker of the pair 
Saul and Barnabas (Acts 14:12). It is 
also used in post-apostolic literature as 
1 Clement exhorts the Corinthians to be 
"obedient to your leaders." ( 1 Clement 
1 :3) and as Hennas writes, "say to the 
leaders of the church ..• " (Vision 2.2.6; 
3:9.7; the form here is proegoumenoi). 

Jesus taught that the one leading (he
goumenoB) must be as the servant ( diaka
nos (Lk. 22 :26). The Epistle to the He
brews does not discuss definite church 
officials, but does contrast the saints 
(hagoi)- those led- with the hegoumenoi 
those who lead (Heb. 13:25). 

There are certain issues in the transla
tion of kegoumenoi which should be no
ticed. The K.J.V. rendered Heb. 13:7 
"them which have the rule over you," 
but gave the marginal alternate "are the 
guides." We may have ignored the margin 
because the wording of the text fitted 
our mind-set. Most of our arguments as
sume the word "rule." Furthermore, in 
the K.J.V. the injunction is to give heed 
to existing rulers as those who had been 
also their original instructors. The A.S.V. 
makes the injunction to keep in memory 
the leaders and teachers who have passed 
away. The time of the participle is de
termined by the verb "who spoke" in the 
sentence. The latter part of the verse 
("consider the outcome of their life, and 
imitate their faith") shows that the A.S.V. 
is the more correct. Those spoken of are 
dead and gone, and it is most likely that 
they were the Apostles who have earlier 
been spoken of in the Epistle at chapter 
2:3. 

In 13 :17, however the hegoumenoi are 
the present leaders; and the exhortation 
is that they be obeyed (peithein) and 
submitted to ( hupeikein which occurs only 
here in the Bible). One should notice that 
no titles are given for these leaders, either 
here or in v. 24. The undefined nature 
of the hegoumenoi leaves the reader open 
to think of preachers, teachers, or elders. 
There is a sense in which any of these 
three is to be obeyed and submitted to; 
and there are senses in which any of the 
three of them could be spoken of as keep
ing watch over souls (Heb. 13:17); 
thou,goh one would more likely think of 
elders than of the others in this capacity. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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God's Opening and Closing of Doors DOYLE D. GILLIAM 

The consistent teaching of Scripture is 
that God is the one who opens doors for 
His word. Paul and Barnabas reported to 
the church in Antioch "all that God had 
done through them and how he had opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles." (Acts 
14:27). Later Paul requested that the 
Colossian sai:nts pray "that God may open 
a door for our message" (Col. 3 :4), and 
he recalled that "a great door for effective 
work" had opened to him while he was at 
Ephesus. (1 Cor. 16:8-9). Yet not every 
door was always opened at the same time. 
On Paul's second journey he and his com
panions were "kept by the Holy Spirit 
from preaching the word in the province 
of Asia," and the Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them to enter Bithynia. Instead a 
vision of a Macedonian convinced them 
that an open door had been granted for 
them to preach in Macedonia. (Acts 16:6-
10). Later, however, the door was opened 
in Asia, and Paul spent three years 
preaching in Ephesus (Asia). The same 
was obviously true of Bithynia. (Acts 
20:31; 1 Pet. 1:1). And in Holy Scripture 
Jesus Christ affirms that "what he opens, 
no one can shut; and what he shuts, no 
one can open." (Rev. 3 :7). 

We need to be made aware of the open 
and closed doors throughout the world. 
Admittedly we can not always be abso
lutely sure, but we need to search out all 
available information as to the receptive 
and rejective areas of the world. For ex
ample, from many sources (i.e., church 
growth studies, surveys, present results, 
etc.,) we can determine that Africa south 

Ethics and Personal Work 
America is in the midst of an ethical 

crisis. From Washington to the local level, 
a large cloud of doubt hangs over govern
ment and business. Deception and theft 
have almost become an accepted way of 
life. Pragmatism is taking a tragic toll 
on our society. 

The church has not been exempted from 
ethical problems. This is true in our meth
odology in personal evangelism. In some 
quarters the means, no matter how ques
tionable they may be, are justified be
cause of the results. 

No one is more convinced than I am 
of the need and essentialness of confront
ing persons with the Gospel of Christ. It 
has always occupied a central place in my 
ministry. I need to make this point clear 
so no .one will conclude that I am opposed 
to personal work. I am, however, opposed 
to some of the unethical tactics used by 
some of my brethren in personal work. 

The following examples will help to 
ilJustrate my point. One popular approach 
is to ask a prospect a question like this: 
"Will you please tell me what the Baptist 
believe? I have always wanted to know." 
This is misleading many times because the 
person asking the question knows Baptist 
doctrine inside and out. This approach is 
a "trick" to get a foot in the door. 

In studying with a person who has a 
divorce and remarriage problem, the im
pression is left that everything is okay. 
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of the Sahara and Latin America are 
areas with largely open dors for effective 
work to be done. Also available informa
tion points to largely closed doors (pres
ently) in Islamic countries, Russia and 
other communist states, and even in many 
areas of the secularized West. But great 
changes are taking place in God's provi
dential workings, and God may be opening 
soon doors that have been closed. Who, for 
example, could forsee a .decade ago the 
current tremendous upsurge in mail re
sponse to religious broadcasts into China? 

Evangelism forums give the opportunity 
for this information on open and closed 
areas of the world to be shared with broth
ers and sisters deeply committed to world 
evangelism. Through learning more facts 
regarding open and closed doors and as
sessing the current situation together, we 
can concentrate on those areas with open 
doors for the word. We can also pray to 
God more intelligently and meaningfully 
for Him to open other doors. And we can 
learn that we must prepare ourselves by 
studying the Holy Scriptures and the lan
guages, histories, and cultures of peoples 
who need the gospel so desperately. Surely 
these things will make it more likely that 
the sovereign Lord will open more doors 
and send more laborers into His harvest. 
And evangelism forums and workshops are 
effective means to inform, inspire, and 
challenge us with regard to the open and 
closed doors of the world. 

Sunset School of Preaching, 34th and 
Memphis, Lubbock, Texas 79410 

J. J. TURNER 

Then after baptism he/she is asked to 
leave the adulterous situation. Why wasn't 
the person told to count the cost before 
baptism? 

There have been cases where moral 
questions have been brought up, and the 
prospect was given an evasive answer like, 
"Oh, don't worry about that now, it'll 
work itself out." All the while the personal 
evangelist teacher knows the new convert 
will be confronted with his sin later. 

Then there are all the deceptive ways 
to get into a person's home. A popular 
one is to tell the prospect that you only 
want to drop by and visit. After you get 
·in, you take the liberty to attack the 
person's beliefs. 

Any personal work course or approach 
that is based on tactics of how to be eva
sive or unethical principles is doomed. God 
will not bless such efforts. The apostle 
Paul made it very clear that we must pro
vide things that are honest before all men. 
Jesus never tried to set up a Bible study 
or conduct a Bible study by subterfuge 
methods. The biblical approach is to let 
your yes be yes and your no be no. "Speak
ing the truth in live" is the major guide
line in all personal work. ThP. IZ'OSpel is 
a message of confrontation. It demands 
that a person. "deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow Christ." There is no 
middle ground. Sin is the problem and 
repentance is what is demanded. 

A "Born Again" Christian 
LLOYD E. ELLIS 

In recent years we have often heard the 
expression in the above title of this article. 
At best it is a tautological statement
what other kind of person is a Christian? 

One must be born again in order to be 
a Christian. When Nicodemus came to 
converse with Jesus he was told that one 
must be "born again" or he could not see 
the kingdom of God. This Jewish ruler 
was thinking about physical birth and 
wondered how there could be a second 
such, but Jesus was talking about a spirit
ual birth. He explained that this second 
birth, or being "born again" was through 
the instrumentality of the Spirit and water 
in order that the person could enter the 
kingdom of God. 

This expression "born again" is also 
found in I Pet. 1:23 and Peter here states 
just how this birth takes place. "Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently: being 
born again, not of corruptible seed but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever." So then, ac
cording to Peter this being born again is 
by the living Word of God. 

Jesus said "the seed of the kingdom is 
the word of God." How then do the water 
and the Spirit enter into the process of 
the new birth, or being born again? 

1. The Holy Spirit guided the sacred 
writers in the recording of the word of 
God. 

2. This word of God is sown in the 
hearts (minds) of persons by study of 
that Word (The Bible), and teachers who 
help the seeker after the truth. 

3. When this "seed" (the Word of God), 
germinates in the mind, is accepted and 
obeyed the person is born again. 

4. The water is involved in the obedi
ence. When one hears the word, believes, 
repents, or turns to God and is buried in 
the water in baptism, he then comes forth 
to live the new life. This constitutes the 
new birth and one is thus ''born again." He 
is a Christian and the Lord adds him to 
His church. There are no Christians ex
cept those thus born again, and each one 
born again is a Christian. 

265 Fifth A v., Chula Vista, California 
92010 

Jesus made it clear that if he was lifted 
up, he would draw all men unto himself. 
There is no plan contrived by man that 
can improve on Jesus' method. The gospel 
is still the power of God unto salvation. 
What the world needs, is not tricks and 
s]y approaches, but a demonstration of 
love and true concern. We must be will
in(!' to take our stand with Paul, and ask. 
"Have I become your enemy because I have 
told you the truth?". This is the sure wav 
to be ethical in our personal work for the 
Lord. 

13852 Newland Street, Garden Grove, 
California 92644 
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Leadership in the Church (3) 
LEONARD MULLENS 

The qualities that should be possessed by a New Testament 
leader are important. As noted sincerity is one of these signifi
cant qualifications. When followers have confidence in a leader's 
sincerity, they will seek him out for help in the solution of 
problems, and this gives him an added opportunity to serve 
in a larger way. This is true for preachers, elders, and teachers 
in a local church. 

ENTHUSIASM ESSENTIAL 
Enthusiasm. is so necessary in a leader of people. This quality 

has been defined as "the god within" and surely the New 
Testament leader should be filled with zeal, energy, and 
fervency in the Lord's work. This kind of spirit is very con
tagious, and it is so much easier to follow a leader who is 
"sold" on what he is doing, and shows it by the attitude in 
which he approaches the task to be done. It has been said that 
"an ounce of enthusiasm is worth a ton of cold sense." 

VISION IS NECESARY 
In or.der to lead, those who walk ahead must have vision 

It is theirs to "see ahead" and thus to plan for all the condi~ 
tio~s th~t might be met in progress toward the common goal. 
It IS said that the work of elders is to have supervision of 
the people of God in a local church. How true that they must 
be men who "see big!" They truly possess "super vision." 

Oliver Wendell Holmes divided men into three groups: 

1. One-story men, or those who deal with facts and fashions. 
2. Two-story men, or those who deal with theories and ideas. 
3. Three-story men, or those who deal in dreams and 

glorious visions and high ideals. 

Easily we can see on what floor the leader must dwell! 

Le~de~s m~st be the kind of people who can see in people 
and m situations more than others can discern. They have the 
ability to project thems~lves beyond the present difficulties and 
problems to the final result. Some can see only selves; others 
see beyond selves to the needs of the world about them. And 
there are the rare ones, who strive only to see Jesus Christ 
by the telescope of faith. These are the leaders who strive to 
live daily with the Master, and who forget themselves in a 
loving concern for the Lord's people and the Lord's cause. 

THINKING PEOPLE ARE TO LEAD 
Those who direct us in the ways of righteousness and truth 

must be sound in reason, judgment, and in decision making. 
It is somewhat rare to discover people who really think. We 
are told that ten per cent of the people do ninety per cent of 
the thinking. The "thinkers" are the leaders in life and we need 
Christian leaders who truly think! Small proble~s in a con
gregation are often magnified out of all due proportion because 
of unsound thinking. Problems in a church ought to be solved 
not only in the light of the present, but of the future as wen: 
Sometimes a certain decision seems all right for the present 
moment and circumstances, but even here leaders must think 
of the future, and of the effect that decisions made in today 
will have in tomorrow. 

Reason and good judgmept-wisdom-comes through time and 
experience. Without these, leadership is erratic and immature. 

A good leader reasons out problems quietly, seeking help from 
others as needed, while he always takes it to the Lord in prayer. 

CHURCH POLICY 
Already noted is the truth that elders do not "make laws" 

for the Lord's church. "There is one lawgiver" (James 4:12). 
Christ has "all authority .•. in heaven and in earth." Elders 
and/or preachers cannot bind upon the church-congregations 
or individuals-any matters of faith or morals, where the Lord 
has made His way known. Thus, the decisions of church leaders 
fall within the realm of church policy and these kinds of 
decisions call for sound, mature judgment. It is through the ex
ercise of good reasoning and true judgment that elders rule 
the flock of God. Fellow Christians submit to good leaders be
cause of their superior judgment in these matters of church 
policy. When we consider human opinions from the standpoint of 
authority, one is as good as another; but from the standpoint 
of wisdom, one may not bear equal weight with another. Elders, 
for example, have the advantage in the exercise of good judg
ment because they possess the qualifications for bishops set 
forward in the New Testament. Good, sound judgment is always 
essential in conducting the affairs of a local church by the 
leaders. 

THE DESIRE TO SERVE AS LEADER 
"This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, 

he desireth a good work." (Timothy 3:1-K.J.V.) 
"This saying is true. If one earnestly seeks the office of a 

bishop, he desires an excellent work." (Living Oracles) 
"This saying is true: If anyone longs after an overseer's 

office, he desires an excellent work." (Emphatic Diaglott) 
"The saying is sure: If any one aspires to the office of 

Bishop, he desires a noble task." (Revised Standard) 
Each of these versions points up the desire that must be 

present for a man to do the work of a bishop. This desire is 
true of others who lead in the Lord's work, whether they be 
preachers, .deacons, or Bible class teachers. Desire-the right 
kind of desire-must be present, and this is the desire to serve 
God and man. Without such a desire, the person will find only 
frustration, discouragement, and failure ahead! He who does 
not have a burning desire to serve in a leadership role in the 
Lord's church ought not to do so. 

However, as we have observed, this desire must be of the 
right kind and for the right purpose. Some might have a 
burning desire to lead, but their motivation could be wrong. 
There might be the desire for POWER, and not for service. 
The self-centered man cannot serve as church leader! He is 
opinionated, stubborn, and must have his way. This is wrong, 
and only brings trouble to the church. Such a person is prob
ably basically insecure within himself. 

Yet, no man should agree to assume the role of leader in the 
Lord's church unless he does possess desire. Sometimes, people 
are more or less forced-overly persuaded-into these places, 
when they do not truly desire to lead God's people. They are 
told that it is "their duty" to serve; and although duty is 
a splendid thing-though somewhat outdated in the thinking 
of some-we must emphasize the necessity of desire to serve 
on the part of those who would be leaders among us. 

1610 Lawnview, Corpus Christ, Texas 78404 
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INDIA MISSIONARY HAS PLAN 
Introducing myself: Paul S. Williams a. 

graduate of the School of Preaching, Ma
dras; studied under eminent teachers from 
the Sunset School of Preaching, Lubbock, 
Texas 1968-1971. I and my wife were bap
tized by J. C. Bailey in 1964. The names 
of the eminent teachers are Brother Ed 
Wharton, Deyton Essee, Bill Haethro, Nat 
Cooper, Truit Adir, Richard Rogers, Ter
ry Blake, Bill Snow and some whom I 
don't remember. I have also worked as a 
teacher in the same institution for 2 
years. 

I was so long been supported by the 
Sherwood Church of Christ by a monthly 
support of $100. After some years the 
elders stopped the support stating that 
they had.a plan to support elsewhere. For 
the past 2 years I have continued the gos
pel work without any help from anyone. It 
is needless to explain the troubles and 
turmoils I had to undergo. 

My wife was a heathen and she obeyed 
the gospel. She is working as a nurse and 
she gets $50 per month. It is only with 
her meager earnings I and my four chil
dren are existing. Here we have a gath
ering in my house, about 40 in number. My 
usual visit is to go to six to eight villages 
and preach the gospel. Most of them are 
very poor, working mostly in the paddy 
fields as coolies. 

I would like to mention the denomina
tional· groups like Catholics, Pentecost, 
Church of God and Apostolic Faith. They 
are having powerful support from abroad. 
They issue clothes, milk powder, wheat 
and even money to some of the poor fam
ilies. Their ways and means are very 
tempting to the poor souls. They hire a 
place for erecting shed for their worship, 
whereas I am not even able to put up a 
shed to the poor souls as I do not have 
suficient money. 

Now I have a good plan in propagating 
the gospel. Instead of getting support for 
myself I prefer to have sufficient funds 
to start with the following: 

1. To establish Church of Christ dispen
saries for the sick. This I propose to run 
by the doctors paying only honorarium. 

2. To have kindergarten schools. This 
will be run by the ladies· of our churches. 

8. A printing press. Our members will 
do the work. 

4. Cooperative general sto1·es run by 
members. To this local Government will 
invest half of the total amount. 

All these institutions will be registered 
in the name of the Church of Christ and 

will be run by six or seven preachers who 
are working along with me. Their names 
are: 

1. S. Victor David, 28, Cross Road, Ma
dras, 600081., S. India. 

2. S. Maharaj, Tirunottiyur, Madras, 
600019., S. India. 

8. Asirwatham, Tirunottiyur, Madras, 
19., S India. 

4. Simon, Sivachettey Garden, Madras, 
81., S. India. 

5. E. K. Dorairaj, Kalpakham, Madras., 
S. India. 

6. C. M. Peter, Sathumanagar, Ma
dras, S. India. 

By running the above institution we 
can ourselves have the following work of 
the church: 

1. Printing tracts and Correspondence 
Course. 

2. To have basic and Advanced Corre
spondence Course. 

3. To erect sheds for worship at villages. 
4. To have campaign for Christ meet

ings. 
5. To pay to the preachers. 
6. To have orphanages for school going 

children. 
Anyhow I leave it to the choice of the 

churches which .desire to help us whether 
to support me individually or to send funds 
to start the institutions mentioned above. 

My humble request is to publish my 
name in your Firm Foundation asking 
for help for the cause of preaching the 
gospel. 

I also request you to help me in the 
cause of propagating the gospel of our 
Lord and Master. 

-Paul Williams 

WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA BUILDS 

The West Street Church of Christ in 
Weirton, W. Va. has moved into their 
new building on a six-acre plot at 612 
Colliers Way South, across from the new 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Christian con
tacts on Military lnstatratlons worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 
·the past four years. This service Is free! 

Send thefr name, complete address, phone and military 
~~~lallation, If known, along with your name and address 

AMEN 

~ 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~· 32~1H~~r~~S~~e~~R~~~et 
west Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

American l\1illtary Evangelizing Nations 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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Weirton Medical Center. The building was 
full for the dedication and open house, 
with the minister, Russell Bankes, Jr., 
speaking on "The Lord Has Done Great 
Things." The auditorium will seat 527 
with a potential of 727. The total cost of 
the expansion program is $719,000. 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12 o/c 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3~ to 7 yE-ars 

and 
282,000 

10% discounted to yield 
12 o/c or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For prospectus and more 
information 

Call colleet or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jhe oforJ~ 
Own Church 

t, 
JJ.arveg ..A. C~i/Jre66 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
~igned ~or rapid learning and lasting 
1mpress1ons. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1.50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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GREEK WORD STUDIES ON THE 
FUNCTION AND AUTHORITY OF 

PREACHERS (5) 
(Continued from page 7 ) 

Applying this information to the ques
tion of the day, t he unspecific meaning of 
hegoumenoi leads men, whether t hey a re 
arguing for identifying the hegou.menoi 
with preachers or with elders, to assume 
the definition they have in mind. Having 
made that assumption, they can then con
f irm themselves in contending that t heir 
men have the authority they ascribe to 
them. It is a case of begging the question. 

When one considers t he question of 
authority, t here is the authority of office, 
and there is also the authority of r espect. 
There is an authority of truth over er
ror. The words of the preacher who 
preaches truth carry the authority of 
truth. Paul speaks of the authority given 
him for building up, not for tearing down 
(2 Cor. 10:8) . If the preacher will make 
himself a learned man, he will automati
cally have the authority that knowledge 
of the truth carr ies. People will r espect his 
knowledge. I n ancient Juda ism the rabbi 
enjoyed his place of leadership, not by 
appointment to office but by his great 
learning. He was in a position of respect; 
but he considered his learning neither as 
a crown with which to adorn himself nor 
as a spade with which to dig-that is, to 
make a living. The authority of Pa ul, of 
Luther, of Wesley, and of Calvin lay in 
part in their learning. 

There is an authority that is e."ercised 
through integrity in life as that life re
flects the essence of the purity of t he 
Gospel. Without it all t he learning, a ll the 
eloquence, and all the grasp ing for power 
will be for naught. Ezra came to study the 
Law, to do it, and to teach its ordinances 
in Israel (Ezra 7:10). J esus began "to do 
and to teach" (Acts 1:1). Paul said, "Fol
low me as a I follow Christ" (1 Cor. 11 : 1). 
Philip Brooks described preaching as the 
impartation of truth through personality; 
and were it otherwise, we might try evan
gelizing the world t hrough tape recorders. 
The Gospel r eflected in life and followed 
in every action will give more power to 
the preacher than a ll his seeking f or a 
place on the right hand or left hand (cf. 
Mt . 20 :21). 

There is an authority that comes 
through genuine applied love. The person 
who has completely given himself to the 
Lord and then to the service of man, pour
ing out his life and resources, aiding men 
without restraint in every sort of diffi 
culty will have the power to change the 
lives of his hearers. J esus put it, "He who 
loses his life for my sake will f ind it" (Mt. 
10:39). And another describes the force 
of love in action: "We love because he 
f irst loved us" (1 Jn. 4:19). 

One has so well summarized these ideas: 
"One earns authority through humility, 
integrity, hard work, quality preaching, 
meeting the pastoral needs of persons in 
the congregation, and ability to influence, 

to a certain degree, the life of the com
munity. 

The broken record of human life is 
"assert, assert, assert;" " be Lord, be Lord, 
be Lord ;" but the call of the Galilean, also 
handed on through his faithful apostle, is 
"serve, serve, serve ;" "be humble, be 
humble, be humble;" "be subject, be sub
ject." After all has been said about the 
preacher, his function, and his position, 
he is the s lave of a homeless carpenter 
born in a stable, who lived with no place 
to lay his head, who rode into J erusalem 
on a borrowed donkey, and who was buried 
in a borrowed tomb. 

The slave is not greater than his master 
(Jn. 13:16)! 
END OF SERIES 
1000 Chevy Rd., Memphis, Tennessee 
38117 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

While's f<'rry RPacl Chmch of Chris t P r<':;rnls 11 :00 D. Mize "Daring Discipleship" 

B. Dan kle fsen "Growth Through Follow-up" 

Til E TE 'Til ANNUAL 
BIBLE LECTUHESIJIP AJ\0 WORKSHOP 

"Growth - The Result of our Assurance" 

OCT_ 15 - 19, 1980 
3201 N. 7Lh SL - W. Monroe, La_ 71291 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 

WEDN ESDAY, OCTOBER 15 
7 :30 J. J. Turner " Growth: A Bible Mandate" 

T HURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 
9 :00 C. May, Jr. 

10:00 G. Walters 
C. Pepper 

11 :00 D. Mize 
J. Moran 

1:30 B. Smith 

2:30 P. Starling 
D . Davenport 
L. West 

3 :30 H . Taylor 
B. Buchanan 

7:00 

"Bib le's Role in Growth" 
"Memory Work & Spiri tual Growth" 
"Cycles & Decline in Church Growth" 

" Growth Through Bible Classes" 
"Personal Devotions & Growth" 
"Growth Through Groups" 
"Growth Principles for Women" 
"Church Growth Principles" 
"Growth Through Various Media" 
" Family Growth Ideas" 
" Growth Through M ission Work" 
Specia l Singing - Truelife Singers 

7 :30 R. Gholston " Growth Through Discipleship" 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17 
9:00 A . Lemmons 

10:00 J. Munday 
C. Pepper 
B . Smith 

"Growth Through Prayer" 
"Growth Through Sound Doctrine" 
"Cycles & Decline in Chur ch Growth" 
" I Am an Angry American" 

1 :30 J. J. Turner "Helping New Converts Grow" 

2:30 P. Starling "Growth Principles for Women" 
D. Davenport "Church Growth Principles" 

L. West "Growth Th rough Various Media" 
3:30 H. Taylor "Family Growth Ideas" 

" Growth Through Mission Work" 
"Growth Thro ugh Mili tary Evangelism" 
Special Singing - V icto ry Singers 
"Growth Thro ugh Surrender" 

SAT URDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:00 J. Whitmire 

10:00 J: Owen 
H. Minor 

L . Ernst 
11 :00 P. Keene 

A. Lemmons 
1:30 D. E>eLukie 
2:30 P. St arling 

E. Seall 
L. Burrell 

3:30 R. Gholston 

7:00 
7 :30 A. M iller 

"Growth Through the Mind of Christ" 
"Growth T h rough Bus Programs" 
" Elder's Role in Church Growth" 
"Special Ladies Class" 
"Preacher's Role in Church Growth" 
"Prayer & Fasting's Role in Growth" 
"Growth Thro ugh Loving One Another " 
"Growth Principles for Women" 
"Grow th Through Discipline" 
"Growth Through Forgiveness" 
"Special Youth Program on Growth" 
Special Singing - Truelife Singers 
"Growth th rough Service" 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 
9:30 R. Sartain 

10:30 A. Howard 
6 :00 A. Malone 

"Growth T hrough Commitment" 
"Growth T hrough Stewardship" 
"You Must Grow Everyday" 

LUNC II BREAKS 12:00 - 1:30 
Dl ' i\F.R BREAKS 4:30-7:00 

IIOUSl G AVAlLABLE 
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, 
1st Annual 

HOT SPRINGS SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 

9:30am 

10:30 am 

1:30pm 

2:30pm 

3:30pm 

6:00-
7:00pm 

7:00-
7:20pm 

7:30pm 

9:30am 

10:30 am 

1:30pm 

\.. 

OCTOBER 2, 3, 4, 1980 Hot Springs, Arkansas 

SOULer ENERGY 
for the 80's 

SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, OCT. 2 FRIDAY, OCT. 3 (cont.) 

Saved To Serve Jerry Jones 2:30pm One Another Christianity Chuck Lucas 
Church Growth and Church Building Up the Church #2 Pat Casey 

Leadership #1 John Gipson Elders Who Are Counted 
The Status of the Lost World Cline Paden Worthy of Double Honor Claude Lewis 
Lesson• on the Home #1 Neale Pryor Square Peg In a Round Hole 
Creatlnfe Unity When Opinions (being single) Marlbeth Downing 

Dlf er Terry Rush 3:30pm Find the Hurt and Heal It Marvin Phillips 
Making Disciples Chuck Lucas Sisters In Christ Ann Lucas 
The Bride and the Spirit Say Lessons Learned on Tenure 

Come Claude Lewis (20 Years at Rosemont) Charles Hodge 
And God Wondered (laa. 59:16) Jim McGulggan 6:00-
Let's Restore the Joy Marvin Phillips 7:00pm Congregational and Group Singing 
Evangelistic Bible Studies Win 7:00-

Sou Ia Richard Whitehead 7:20pm Chorale of Harding Unlveralty 
Whose Soul Firat (Self Esteem) Marlbeth Downing 7:30pm The Greateat Plea In the 
Woe to Us If We Preach Not the Greatest Age Marvin Phillips 

Gospel Cline Paden 
Building Up the Church #1 Pat Casey 
Leasona on the Home #2 Neale Pryor 

Congregational and Group Singing SATURDAY,OCT.4 
9:30am Spiritual Leadership Chuck Lucas 

Joyful Noise Singers, Geyer Springs Church, LR. Women and Evangellam Ann Lucaa 

The Gospel of Good News Jerry Jones Singing - Key to Exciting 
Worship Jerome WIUiams 

Three Keya to Power Marvin Phillips 
10:30 am To Seek and S.ve That Which 

Was Loat Reuel Lemmons 

FRIDAY, OCT. 3 1:30pm LeaaonatoPreachera Charles Hodge 
Ia God S.Uafled Claude Lewis 
Building Up the Church #3 Pat Casey 
Look Unto Me (IN. 45:22) Jim McGulggan 

The Moat Urgent Command Cline Paden 2:30pm Shepherding an Evangellsac 
Don't be Little In Your Own Eyes Terry Rush Church Richard Whitehead 
Strengthened With Power Richard Whitehead Church Growth and Leaderlhlp 

Principles of Church Growth #3 John Glpaon 
from Acta Jerry Jones The God Who Wore a Towel Jim McGulggan 

Leadership Charles Hodge A Doctrinal VIew of Fellowship Neale Pryor 
The Total Christian Woman Ann Lucas 3:30pm Jeaua of Nazareth Pa ... th By Pat Cuey 
Reaching the Lost Through But I Don't Bake Plea I ~fndlng 

Soul Talks Chuck Lucas Your Place In Soul nnlng) Marlbeth Downing 
The Man God Sought Lessons on the Home #3 Neale Pryor 

(Eze. 22:3!») Jim McGulggan A Servant Heart Jerome Williams 
How to Fight a Carnal War Terry Rush 6:00-
Church Growth and Leadership John Gipson 7:00pm Congregational and Group Singing 

#2 7:00-
Building An Evangelistic Youth Jerome Williams 7:20pm True Life Singers, West Monroe, LA 

Ministry 7:30pm Servanthood Charlet Hodge 
..) 
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BOOKS .!J.n Review 
OUR GARDEN OF SONG. Gene Finley. 
Howard. 560p. $19.95 

Nothing like this has ever been done 
before among our people. Gene Finley 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
In the heart. of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For Information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 11f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

has done a great job researching the great 
hymn writers of our brotherhood and in 
bringing to us their biographies and a 
sample of their work. 

There is nothing like it in print. A bi
ography, a photo, a song or an article by 
over 150 members of the church, includ
ing such greats as Tillit Teddlie, Knowls 
Shaw, F. L. Eiland, Will Slater, L. 0. 
Sanderson, Austin Taylor, and many, 
many more. 

The book is a work of art, with padded 
vinyl hardback arid gold edges. It will be 
a treasured gift for generations to come. 
It is a monument to the men who have 
made the music of the church the envy of 
·the world. The book has to be seen to 
really be appreciated. An excellent gift 
item. 

NINTH ANNUAL PREACHER'S 
RETREAT SEPTEMBER 29-30 

PETTIJOHN SPRINGS CHRISTIAN 
CAMP 

Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp near 
Madill, Oklahoma, will host its ninth an
nual preacher's _retreat the last Monday 
and Tuesday of . September. Each year 
preachers from Oklahoma, Texas, Arkan
sas, Kansas, New Mexico and other states 
enjoy two days of Spiritual renewal, fel
lowship, and relaxation at this annual 
event. 

Keynoting this year's retreat will be two 
veteran gospel preachers. Dr. Carl Spain 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Plans offered only to workers in 
Churches of Christ 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 
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of Abilene Christian University will de
liver theme leetures on, "The Preacher is 
a Minister" from Timothy and Titus. "Ex
pository Preaching" and "The Challenge 
of Preaching'' will be presented by John 
H. Banister of Dallas. 

Other special topics and speakers in
clude, "Planned Preaching," Morris Thur
man, Oklahoma City; "How to Steal Ser
mons Honestly," Bud Ross, Ada, Okla.; 
"Where to Grow Sermons," Bill Smith, 
Oklahoma City. 

Two panel discussions round out the 
program. 

For information write: Preacher's Re
treat, c/o Alan Benett, Route One, Box 
420, Madill, Oklahoma 78446. 

ernplod'ees 
O.J= 

cbc..u~.cbes at= cbR.fst 
fnsaR.ance gRoap • ~cP 

··~ 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED ............... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . • . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) ..• -. . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. .. . .. .. . $25.00 

Wri~e or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"Ser11ing the Need of Our Brethren 
- Since 197511 

FIRM FOUNDATION-sEPTEMBER 30, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertiein~ meetln~ places, preachers seekintr work or con~:regations seekin~: preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Hel'p us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314., Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

B.A. Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublh:a Road 

Plea•aDtou. CaUfol'llla IMG88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW-WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO:R:T::::H:W::::E~.s==T:--:;;;CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM:-::O~N-==s=-=FR=o=M;--::S:-=U=N-=:S::E;::;T:;-o-n--:9:-:::0-m-;'in-u-:te:---cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R.:E;:;-L:-:IG=:I;-::O~U~S;:;-"B=o:;;O:-;K;-;S~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. '11270. 
Monterrey, MexlcoJ Ave. Fnudlcloue• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, EvanKellsta 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA T Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 853-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:30 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where :you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 
FOR SAL~8 17211 foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-3737 or (718) 481-1466, 
Preacher available for full time work or by ap
pointment. Call (612) 367-5624, Jim Taylor, P.O. 
Box 272, Ingram, TX 78025. 
For Sale: ApJ.>roxlmately 175 theatre seats. Some 
with cushions. Sell all or part. Five dollars each. 
Appleby C.C, Nacogdoches, TX. (718) 569-0047. 

BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V .F. W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister available, age 31, married, three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one :Year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
bobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :ao5 E. MorgaD A. ve .. 
U.S. 460 Enst Oppo•lte K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobby Wode, Min, 4'10-40GQ, 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Chureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 7H-679-1010. 
V U !UA, ARIZ., 0151 W, 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Minister needed: Must be able to furnish partial 
support. House, utilities, and 75.00 per week fur
nished. Boles Acres, Alamogordo, N.M. Contact 
Ken Davis, 505-437-6171 or Leo Jenkins 606-487-1818. 
Surplus Jeeps. Cars, Trucks available through 
gov't, agencies. Many sell for under $200. Call 
(602) 941-8025 ext. 666 on how to obtain :your 
surplus directory. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson.:... 
Rt. 2, Box 2-Kem~ner, Texas 76539-512-932-8383. 

SECOND ANNUAL NEW GUINEA FORUM 
At the Eleventh & Willis St. Church building in 
Abilene, Texas, beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept, 26 and lasting through Saturday, the 27th 
to 4:00 p.m. another Papua New Guinea Mission 
Forum will take place. lnfonnation and Inspiration 
will be shared with all brethren interested in this 
mission field. Elders and mission committee mem
bers from churches sponsoring workers, and mission
aries presently on leave, and prospective workers will 
be there. Robert Mingo, outstanding national preach
er will be featured. Reports, displays, movies, slides, 
and discussions will take place. Other apeakers 
will be Tobey Huff, Rex Morgan, Dave Lock, Larry 
Voyles, Mel Bowman, Mike Lock, and Joe Cannon. 
Assistance and housing will be provided by the 
cosponsoring churches, Orient Street, Stamford: 
11th and Willis, and Westgate, Abilene. Call John 
Robinson, 915/698-3255 and 677-9790. 
MUST SELL: Kittel's T:::h-eo-=l~oo-,::-.c-al=-=D:-:ic-:t:-:io_na_rt~_o_f:-:-N;;;T 
( 10-vol. complete set), new. Retails at 255.00, Now 
only 149.00. Send inquiries to L, Allen, 2231 Union, 
Iowa City, lA 62240. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: Age 38, married, 2 
teen-age children. Preaching school graduate; ex
perienced in mission work. No hobbies, but stress 
commitment in my teaching. Seeking a sound, com
mitted congregation that wants to grow and is will
ing to work toward that end. Prefer pulpit position 
but will consider other areas of full-time service. 
If you think I can fit Into your program of work, 
contact: Roy A. Crutcher, 221 W. 2nd Street, Spen
cer, Iowa 61301. Resume & references sent upon 
request. Or call 712-262-2294. 
Christian Lady needed for house\vork, office work, 
babysitting, etc. Room, board, plus salary. Write 
Sowega Youth Home, P.O. Box 932, Albany, Georgia 
31702. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 offset press $1,250, A.B. 
Dick III platemaker $500.00. Martin-Ljal jogger 
$100.00. Call 214-793-7728 or home 214-832-4476. 
Minister, age 37, M.A. from Pepperdine with fam
ily available for immediate relocation. Contact: 
Richard Fentiman, Moses Lake, Wash. ph. 1-509-
765-5021. 
Wanted: I<'ulltime preacher, house furnished, Church 
of Christ, 408 So. Jefferson, Pilot Point, Texas, 
76258. Send resume to P.O. Box 482 or call (817) 
686-2309. 
Mountain States Children's Home is in need of 
houseparents who can love, counsel with, care for 
and have uuderstnmling for six to eight neglected 
and dependent children. Houseparents must be a 
dedicated, mature, and stable couple In this child 
care ministry. Mountain States Children's Home 
is situated on 155 acres along the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains front range with a panoramic 
view of Longs Peak to the 'Vest. Salary, living ex
penses, transportation for Home business, and other 
fringe benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herring
ton.- Superintendent, P.O. Box 1097, Longmont, 
Colorado, 80501. Phone (303) 776-6841. ___ _ 

Preacher Needed 
Congregation of 60, A man of God who will preach 
the Truth with Love. $200.00 wk. with house and 
utilities. Contact Stanley Tramell, P.O. Box 458, 
Aspermont. Texas 79502. Phone 817-989-3381 or 
Tom Hill, Phone 817-989-2266. 

Wanted: Gospel Preacher for the Kalispell Mon
tana Church of Christ located in the beautiful Flat
head Valley at the foot of Glacier National Park. 
Prefer a man in his late SO's to early 40's and 
would be willing to work with a congregation that 
has no elders. If interested please send resume to 
Kalispell Church of Cbriat, P.O. Box 1369, Kalispell, 
Montana, 69901. 

Houseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. Phone 314 
888-5974 or 314 888-2475. 
Houseparents needed at Medina Children's Home 
by October 1, 1980. Pcrhapa you are considering 
full-time work for the Lord I Medina Home is accept
ing applications and interviews for houseparents by 
October 1, 1980. Christians who are interested in 
the rearing of boys and girls in a Christian way. 
Men should possess skills in maintenance or inter
ests in agricultural areas, campus beautification and 
related works. If there are those in your congrega
tion who desire this work, please ask them to con
tact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-7726 (day) or 
612-589-2236 (nights and weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
CHURCH BUSE8-New-Nearly New-Used, 
25 Years Experience in bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 391}9 E. Overton Rd.. Dallas, TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 

-------------------------
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

oJd address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

I ,\11lii:P ~~UDI..~Il\KlfY 
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New Study Book 
for ladles 
Bible Classes 

Applied 
Christianity 
by Katherine Price 

Practical, every day, 
twentieth century con
cerns form the basis ot 

this thirteen lesson study book. 
Such themes as Benevolence, How to Treat 

Newcomers, The Fine Art of Letter Writing, How · 
to Deal With the Elderly, Hospital Work, Secre· 
tarial Work, Home Keeping, and many others 
make this a valuable study book. 

Order from: 
$2.50 Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Per Copy or your favorate book store 

Plus 70¢ Postage & Handling 
Texas Residents add 5% Sales Tax 

Randy Becton, Director 

• To assist those who are ill and their 
loved ones to find strength from God 
for coping. 
• To identify with their emotional needs, 
sharing concrete workable suggestions 
for their lives. 
• To equip those who work with the ill 
with printed materials, tapes, and other 
resources so that their outreach may be 
meaningful and helpful. 

CARING.CBT 4 • BOX 1315 • Abilene. TX 79604 

Love without limit is what Caring is all about 
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FOR THE UNIQUE RETIREMENT TIME OF YOUR LIFE 
COMPLETE YOUR PLANS NOW FOR LIVING AT BEAUTIFUL 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
A Retirement You Can Afford in 

a Country Estate Setting with 
Security and Dignity 

A JOINT MINISTRY 

Trustees of Home for the 
Aged , Dallas, and Associated 
Christian Living, Inc., Fort 
Worth, announce participation 
in a joint effort in developing 
Lakewood Village, a life-estate 
lease program for a Christian 
retirement community, with 
Home for the Aged, which has 
pioneered in long-term care 
and retirement communities 
among churches of Christ, 
having marketing and man
agement responsibility. 

Urcel and Audra King. Fort Worth. have selected the apartment just right for their 
needs- and you. too. can make your selection now. 

• For an appointment or more information, 
Call Metro Number 429-4198 

• Persons living outside the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex may call collect (817) 451-8001 

• Or return form below to receive a free 
brochure. 

r--------------------, 
I Lakewood VIllage, I 
1 5100 Randol Mill Road. Fort Worth , Tex. 76112 1 
I Yes. send me Lakewood Village brochure o I 
I I 
I I 
I Name (Please Prlnl) I 
I I 
I Mailing Address - box or street number I 
I I 
I Cily Slale Zip I 
I I 
~------~-------------~ 
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Lakewood Village will Provide: 
• AN ENVIRONMENT conducive to spiritually stimulating 

experiences in which aging Christians may pursue life
long endeavors in service to Christ and maintain rich 
linkages with the ch urch through worship, Bible 
classes and daily fellowship. 

• A SAFE AND COMFORTABLE FACILITY where housing 
needs are satisfied and the basic cost assures protec
tion against inflation. 

• NECESSARY SERVICES sometimes difficult for older 
persons to perform or obtain, such as meal prepara
tion , housekeeping, shopping and visits to doctors. 

APPLICATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED NOW 
FOR FUTURE OCCUPANCY 

Model apartment and office open 
8:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

1 :00 to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
5100 Randol Mill Road Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

F1RM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 30, 1980 
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31 PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED in a Campaign lor Christ conducted by the 

church of Christ, 9771 South Walker St. in Cypress, California . Pictured 
above are the campaign workers and some of those that wore baptized 
during this special effort. The ca mpaigners were from ten different states 
and Canada. They were t rained under the oversight of the Randell Mill Rd. 
Church of Christ in Arlington, Texas. Jim Y arian of tho School of Persona l 
Evangelism in Arlington was the director. L. D. Webb pictured on the right 

above served as coordinator. 

Austin, Texas, October 7, 1980 
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Reason and Revelation 

Reason and revelation go together. Human religion 
always has at least an element of irrationality, but reli
gion of the New Testament is not irrational. The present 
tendency to project religious experience beyond ra
tionality into transcendentalism is definitely not biblical. 

The intelligence of God communicates with the intelli
gence of man over a bridge of revelation. The prevailing 
irrationalism of our age that expresses itself in feel
ings and experiences and premonitions and glossalalia 
is in stark contrast to a verifiable and provable theology 
that can stand ordinary tests for truth. 

The facts are in the scriptures. One can compare 
alternative interpretations of scripture with the facts 
and rationaily determine for himself what the truth 
is. The very command to "study" precludes the possi
bility of irrational guidance. A rational God would not 
mock reason by projecting himself beyond it. 

Reason is the human response to divine revelation. 
The capacity to test, prove and try the spirits gives 
man the capacity to separate truth from falsehood. 
Take this prerogative from him and he is lost in the fog 
of uncertainty and fear. He can make no decisions, he 
can solve no problems. He can have no conviction. He 
is even incapable of repentance. 

Human reason is not the source of truth. God is. 
Human reason is man's response to truth. Truth is 
there whether reason is ever exercised upon it. But the 
exercise of reason regarding transcendent truth brings 
man into a position in which he can positively respond 
to truth. Obedience to the gospel is a rational response 
to revelation. Consensus is not the standard of truth, 
for God would be true if every man were a liar, but 
the collective mind is the normal human response to 
truth and is therefore a valuable tool in our arriving 
at truth. 

Too many people feel that it is the role of the church 
to establish truth. "What does the church teach ?" is 
the popular query. Christ's church does not teach any
thing; it simply recognizes and broadcasts the truth 
which the Holy Spirit teaches. Truth does not originate 
with the church; it originates with God. Whatever truth 
there is concerning either baptism or the Lord's supper 
does not originate with the church, nor can either be 
considered a "church ordinance." The church, there-
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fore has no right to restrict, or otherwise circumscribe, 
either ordinance. They are ordinances of the Lord ; not 
the church. The church can only respond to truth; 
it cannot create truth. "Church doctrines" of ail kinds 
or sorts are therefore out of place in the theology of 
the New Testament. 

Because of the transcendent nature of truth man 
possesses the power, through reason to protect. himself 
against either the rational philosophies of this world 
or the false theologies that abound. Rationality is our 
homing device that helps us thread our way through 
the maz.e of falsehood and uncertainty which the author 
of lies has spread abroad in the world. There is a vast 
difference in deistic rationalism and reasonable faith. 
The rationalism with which the average person is 
familiar is the inteilectual hedonism that first rules 
out t ranscendent revelation and starts with limited 
and finite man as the sou1·ce of wisdom. This sort of 
reason is handicapped to begin with because it first 
poses limitations. It doesn't even begin free. If reason 
is to be worth much it must not be fettered. Many de
nominational people find themselves unable to reason 
regarding truth because they are straitjacketed by their 
denominational limitations. Biblical rationalism is as 
unlimited as is God himself. 

It is not an act of reason to dismiss all discussion with 
the usual "we can't all understand the Bible alike." 
This attempt at brainwashing to cover cowardice does 
not negate truth or human responsibility to under
stand it. It is purely an assumption-and an unreason
able one at that. 

God would hardly make man a reasonable creature 
and then give him a revelation he could not under
stand. The Holy Spirit would then become a guide to 
confounded confusion rather than a guide to all truth. 
Revelation is a mocking act of God if man cannot by 
the exercise of reason come to a knowledge of God's 
will. 
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Once upon a time there was a certain 
father who wished to teach his son the 
game of tennis. The father was rather 
good at the game so he had to "play 
down" to his son so the lad wouldn't get 
discouraged and give up the effort in the 
early stages. In fact, the father loved his 
son so much and was so anxious to please 
him and contribute to his constant 
euphoria that he always gave him the 
easy shots. He never hit the ball to his 
backhand, never gave him a fast serve, 
never smashed the ball at the net, always 
kept the ball coming easily to the fore
hand. 

Then one day the son thought he had 
learned enough tennis to take on someone 
other than his dad. He challenged a friend 
on the ladder at the local cou!).try club and 
got beaten badly in straight sets. When 
the massacre was over the friend re
marked, "Man, I don't know who taught 
you to play tennis but he never did give 
you any hard shots." Of course, when the 
son saw his father again his first question 
was, "Hey Dad, why no hard shots?" 

Permissive Love 

. That's the question a lot of young peo
ple sue asking their parents these days: 
"Why no hard shots 'I" Translated, this 
means: Why did you coddle and baby me 
as I was growing up? Why did you allow 
me to get away with so much mischief? 
Why didn't you give me more direction 
and discipline? Why didn't you counsel me 
to take more courses in school that would 
prepare me for the hard jobs in the world 
after school? 

C. S. Lewis has well said that most 
people when they shop around for a Deity 
don't really want a "Father in heaven." 
What they want is a grandfather in 
heaven! That is, they don't want a God 

A. J. HOOVER 

whose love expresses itself in discipline. 
They want an old, senile individual who 
will say, reflecting the hedonism and 
sensualism of our time, "Oh well, just let 
the kiddies play." 

Perhaps the most subtle form of pseudo
love is permissive love, the kind of love 
that says, "Since I love you, I don't care 
what you do, I will let you do anything 
you wish." True love would never say, 
"Since I love ••. I don't care." This per
missive love is a false love; true concern 
for a beloved never takes this laissez-failre 
attitude. 

A man loves an animal he has purchased 
and trained, like a fine dog. Does he leave 
it alone and allow it to do anything it 
wants? No, he brushes and combs it, .he 
teaches it to stand correctly, he trains it. 

A man loves a son he has begotten. 
Does he leave him completely alone? Some 
men do, to be sure, but the truly loving 
father disciplines his son and trains him 
to be strong physically and morally. He 
wants him to learn to work and to appre
ciate the value of money. 

A man or woman loves a wife or hus
band. Does this lead to a laissez-faire 
attitude? No, even here, when rigorous 
control might harm the relationship, the 
spouse often feels it necessary to gently 
nudge the mate toward improvement in 
some problem area such as overweight, 
sloppy appearance, careless behavior, or 
improper language. Total silence and total 
acceptance regardless of one's faults 
would be considered a betrayal of the 
beloved. 

Notice in all these cases of love that 
the relationship did not entail the notion 
of the lover leaving the beloved completely 
alone? On the contrary, attention is con
sidered the essence of this true love, this 
rigorous love. Concern about the beloved's 
character and behavior is true love; . 
apathy is false, permissive love. 

Hence, if a young rebellious adolescent 
says to a ·parent, "If you loved me you 
would let me do this," the parent should 
reply, "No, it is precisely because I love 
you that I will not let you do it." 

Bible vs. Hedonism 

How foolish, then, for us to say, tti want 
my child to have all the things that I 
didn't have ·as a child." 

It's normal to want to live like the son 
of a king, but the very Son of God him
self, Jesus Christ, had to suffer in his 
earthly career to please his father. The 
writer of Hebrews seems a bit surprised 
when he says, "Although he was a son, 
he [even he] learned obedience through 
what he suffered; and being made per
fect [mature] he became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey him." 
There is a mystery here into which I 
tremble to enter, but obviously this writer 
wants us to know that even the Son of 
God, who once shared equality with the 
Almighty, had to learn his moral character 
through discipline! 

The same writer explains to his readers 
how vital it is for God to discipline his 
children from time to time. When you 
must suffer persecution for your faith, he 
says, you should consider it as a form of 
discipline, the kind that every genuine 
son must receive. If you don't receive it 
then you are an illegitimate child, not a 
son. 

Are you killing your beloved with kind
ness? Is the one you love developing into 
something you abhor simply because you 
have listened to the siren voice of hedon
ism which says that true love never inter
feres? Wise up! Discover that true love 
always expresses itself in attention, rig
orous concern for the beloved. 

Abilene, Texas 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-One Life Counts 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

Every one of us wants his or her life to be meaningful. All 
of us want to think that our being here makes a difference for 
good. We want to count for something! Surely there is nothing 
much more discouraging and depressive for a person than 
to feel that his or her life doesn't matter. 

Emptiness and loneliness will be a part of the life where 
self-worth is not prominent. Yes, rebellion may also be part of 
the response. This has occasioned so much trouble in homes 
where children have grown up without parental loving, appre
ciation, guidance and training which could have developed a 
good self-image for each child. And when people grow older
no longer able to do many of the things once they did, and 
no longer accepted in leadership roles as once they were-they 
begin to wonder about their worth to the Lord, to his church, 
to people about them. "I'm not worth anYthing" is partly a cry 
of despair and partly a plea for understanding. 

May all of us learn from the thrilling example of the apostle 
Paul to feel, "My life really counts for something. Limited 
as my influence may be, I do make a difference for the Master's 
cause. Thanks to my Heavenly Father that it is so!" Paul's 
realization of his personal mission in God's providence was a 
distinct key to his powerful influence for Christ. Obviously no 
one of us will ever approach the apostle's height and range 
of service, but all of us can realize that without us influence 
for Christ's way would not be as strong as it is, the com
munity wouldn't be as good as it is, the future for the Lord's 
church wouldn't be as bright as it is. Each Christian life 
counts for something! 

Challenge to Greatness 
Great Possibilities. The apostle Paul might often have 

dreamed of great areas of service iin which he could be in
volved as a young Pharise&-but surely he could never have 
imagined the use Jehovah would make of him, with the influence 
spreading over all the earth until the world would be no more. 
Startling within itself-because it is so unlike our choices and 
procedures-is the fact that he was chosen to be the apostle 
to the Gentiles. He was "a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
brought up in this city (Jerusalem), at the feet of Gamaliel, 
instructed according to the strict manner of the law" (Acts 
22:3). Yet of him the Lord said, "He is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings, and the 
children of Israel" (Acts 9:15). Indeed, he "had been intrusted 
with the gospel of the uncircumcision" (Gal. 2:7, 9). This is 
so different from the way we make appointments in view of 
training and past experience. But, oh, how the Lord could and 
did use him! He'll also use you ·and me as we willingly volunteer, 
"Lord, use me :where you see I can best be used, as I can best 
be used, to tlie glory of Christ." There is an answer already 
given to those who accept and faithfully discharge given op
portunities: "Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many 
things" (Matt. 25:32, 23). 

Over-ChaUenged. Let a bit of warning be interjected here. 
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There is such a thing as over-challenge. This can actually 
result in discouragement and let-down, rather than in en
couragement and build-up. So very often in our Bible study 
we select as our examples for the kind of people we want to be 
the greatest Bible characters of various distinct qualities, and 
we would aim to be the composite of the best in all. That's noble, 
but often it is self-defeating. You can choose Abraham as the 
character of great faith (all the while omitting other and 
weaker qualities of his character), Job as the character of 
great patience, the apostle Paul as the character of great 
evangelistic zeal, etc., etc., and then determine that you will 
be in life what the very highest nature of each of dozens of 
Bible characters was-and you are doomed to disappointment. 
No way. 

Remembrance of my days as a student at Abilene Chrstian 
College constitutes a strong reminder to me of the point of 
over-challenge. The part of Texas where I was reared had very 
few churches of Christ and even fewer gospel preachers. So at 
A.C.C. I found in the Bible teachers living examples of what I 
wanted to become as a minister of the gospel. Elderly brother 
in Christ, R. C. Bell, was loving and tender, sensitive and 
spiritually minded. I wanted to be like Brother Bell. Elderly 
Charles H. Roberson was scholarly and analytical. I wanted to 
be like Brother Roberson-and Brother Bell. Young Homer 
Hailey was enthusiastic and evangelistic, an exciting preacher 
of the word. I wanted to be like Brother Hailey-and Brother 
Roberson and Brother Bell. The college congregation had a 
meeting in which our dear brother in Christ, C. E. McGaughey, 
touched the hearts and lives of multitudes of us students. He 
was impassioned and persuasive-and I never really heard 
a persuasive preacher before then. Oh, I wanted to be like 
Brother McCaughey-and Brother Hailey and Brother Roberson 
and Brother Bell. 

Next, an electrifying speaker by the name of. Paul Southern 
moved to. Abilene. He was an artist with words, rand I wanted 
to preach like that eloquent messenger for Christ-but I also 
wanted to be like brethren McGaughey, Hailey, Roberson, and 
Bell. Confused, mixed-up kid! Somewhere along the way I had 
to realize that I could not be a combination of all those great 
men. I'd just have to ·be myself, using whatever good I could 
from my admired brothers, but all the while under the provi
dential guidance of my dear Lord who could use me in some 
way and some place to advance his cause. That has made for 
happiness, for real sense of worthiness in life. 

One Life Counts for Something 
From all the many passages of scripture that might be chosen 

for our challenge and encouragement as preacher and congre· 
gation, husband and wife, parent and child, employer and em
ployee, teacher and student, leader and follower, let this one 
ever stand tall: "Be thou an example to them that believe, in 
word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, 
give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching'' (1 Tim. 4:12, 
13). How that life does count for Christ! 

FIRM FOUNDATION--o<:TOBER 7, 1980 



Creative Family Activities 
In her recent book entitled Teenage 

Rebellion, psychiatrist Grace Ketterman 
says concerning the cost of parental 
apathy: 

Permissiveness among modem par
ents, in general, is not in response to 
the advice of Dr. Spock, but rather 
springs from neglect or indifference. 
Many modem parents, caught up in 
their own vocations and life goals, see 
the care of children to be inconvenient. 
This statement underlines the serious 

problem of priorities in family life today. 
Gordon McDonald in his book The Ef

fective Father discusses the concept of 
approachability as it relates to a father's 
"busy signals." He says: 

Fresh in my mind are the countless 
struggles I have when my own care
fully planned schedule is endangered 
by the demands of my children. They 
want to talk, share, include me in their 
games, watch the weekly adventures on 
Emergency. When I protest and try 
to beg off, Gail will devastate my de
fenses with a remark like: "Don't 
worry, honey. In just a few years they 
won't bother you at all." 
In the recent song, "The Cat's in the 

Cradle," the main point was that parents 
constantly believe that "someday" will be 
the day they are able to pay the price 
to spend time with their children. The 
song concludes when the child has grown 
up and the parent then decides that it is 
important enough to spend time with his 
child. The parent becomes the one who 
asks and the child then becomes the one 
who is too busy. 

Does your family have a deep commit
ment to creative family activities together, 
particularly activities at home together? 
As you well know, when parents come 
home from work they are often tired and 
in need of rest. A common family activity, 
therefore, is to watch television together. 
Family members ean go for lpng periods 
of time without any meaningful inter
action. Many times the children's activi
ties are separate from those of their 
parents. 

Often families feel they genuinely do 
not have time to spend in meaningful 
joint activities because of pressing obliga
tions. The result is that :flamilies grow 
apart instead of growing together. I want 
to share with you some specific ideas 
about activities which families can prac
tice to improve their closeness. 

First of ·an, we must believe that "to
gether families" please God. Families that 
are together in fun, work, joy, sorrow, 
growth, service, etc., please God. This re
quires time spent together. Secondly, 
"together family" activities and er:cpected 
activities of families today will often clash. 
Today's family member is individualistic, 
singularly pleased or "active" oriented. 
It can no longer be assumed that there is 
a commitment to what our fatmily needs 
or wants. Thirdly, we must believe that 
"together families" require tenacious 
commitment and creative work so that we 
can provide the atmosphere where God 
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can bless us with his presence and bless 
our lives. 

Of the kind of activities which should 
be pursued in order to build family to
getherness, we should first look at ac-

. tivities which allow free association in 
children's minds and thoughts. By this 
I mean, we should use the normal times 
when families are together, such as driving 
in the car together, in order to allow free 
association discussions which can be fruit
ful. 

Secondly, we must look for activities 
which allow us to model our values, the 
values that our families hold sacred. An 
example of this would be when the family 
decides to jointly visit an elderly rest 
home on Sunday afternoon to both give and 
receive from those who live there. This 
activity will model the value that we 
place on those who are older. Another 
example would be the family working to
gether to clean up the yard of people who 
are on vacation. This activity provides 
the occasion to model the service on behalf 
of other people. 

These activities may mean that we will 
have to limit some family member's ac
tivities in order to preserve or recover 
family time or a family night. For ex
ample, in our home we may have a child 
who moves from season to season through 
activities such as soccer, baseball, scout
ing, gympastics, etc. It may become the 
responsibility of parents to discern and 
to work together with that child in order 
to prioritize activities so that family time 
can be preserved. If your children are 
older you may think the patterns have 
already been set. I would offer an element 
of hope here: No time is too late. Your 
acknowledging of things you've not done 
in the past and your starting anew is a 
common ingredient of a healthy family 
style. In other words, it's the essence of 
honest communication and of being able 
to "start where you are." 

The following are some creative activi
ties which I believe will promote the to
getherness which pleases God and which 
builds stronger families. 

Working together to keep our home 
functioning smoothly. It is my conviction 
that keeping house is for all of us, every 
child and each parent. We work together 
through acceptable job assignments and 
we find that in working to carry our part 
of the load we can help our home to func
tion with greater ease and with a reduc
tion of any tensions. We may be surprised 
at the kind of values that can come forth 
when the family works together in main
taining the home. 

Since our home is a haven where we 
are for one another, we are all supportive 
of one another. We can take the put
downs which come from the outside world 
and use them as occasions for discussion 
in our living area where each member of 
the family can express support of the 
one who has been hurt. There are numer-

ous examples: Johnny's 'been cut from the 
team; Kate has not been nominated band 
sweetheart; Mom has dented the car and 
encountered an angry woman who blamed 
her totally; Dad's new plan at work was 
voted down by the boss. Each of these 
situations creates opportunities for the 
family to circle around the injured mem
ber. It is at this time we ought to talk 
it out together. The television is off; the 
radio's off. The ·same thing can be true 
when we face the rewards from the world. 
Our home is a place of celebration ·Where 
we enjoy one another's victories but it's 
also the place where parents gently place 
perspective on the awards that have been 
obtained. 

A creative family activity is to plan the 
month's activities for the family together. 
Set aside an evening to sit down and think 
through the expected activities, the antici
pated hobbies, examine the beehive ac
tivity plan and think through the semes
ter or the summer or this next month. 
Consider such questions as: (1) What are 
the special ways we'll need to help each 
other this month? (2) What are the special 
burdens that this month will place on 
our family unity? This is always a crea
tive experience and helps us to gain the 
needed understanding of what we are 
about to do. 

We can make a creative occasion by 
having a family conference about the 
noises which we allow in our home. One 
principle of that is proposed here: Every 
noise in our home that we don't make has 
to be invited in, timely and helpful. This 
includes the radio, television, animals, 
friends and the telephone. T·hese noises 
can be controlled and guided. We can come 
to some acceptable aff}"eements in these 
areas 

We can draw closer together if we'll 
work together for other people. Painting 
someone's house, planting trees in a needy 
area, or numerous other activities where 
we go together and work hard on behalf 
of someone else, are times when we can 
be brought closer together. 

Another family activity could be our 
eating together at least one meal a day. 
We could discuss and agree on some sim
ple rules. One which works well in one 
family I know is: Everyone must stay 10 
minutes at the table. This rule applies 
whether someone has already eaten, 
whether someone needs to rush off to some 
activity, or regardless of the situation. 
Our family holds as sacred at least 10 
minutes together around the table at our 
agreed upon family meal. Exceptions are 
minimal. At this meal the highest value 
is the affirmation of the one who fixed 
the meal for us-mother. This can be done 
by allowing her to get up from the table 
with no responsibilities for cleaning up 
the kitchen. These are taken alternately 
by the children and the husband. 

We can play together. Whatever hap· 
pened to the backyard softball game where 
mom and the girls play dad and the boys? 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Religious Climate in Europe DOYLE KEE 

The British Lord Donald Soper, the 
American church historian . Kenneth Scott 
Latourette and the theologian-philosopher 
of "l'Abri'~ fame, Francis Sch~f~r, have 
all intoned the death of a Chnsttan con
sensus in Europe for the end of the 20th 
century. A number of recent surveys of 
the European "Christian" scene would seem 
to confirm this analysis. A good example 
is that of Wayne A. Detzler in his book, 
Tke Changing Church in Europe (Zonder
van Publishing, 1979). As suggested by 
Detzler there are four areas of change 
on the 'European religious scene. I would 
like to make some observations in these 
four areas at this time. Later, after par
ticipating in the 1980 European Lecture
ship in August in Geneva, Switzerland, I 
would like to analyse the position .and the 
future of the European church lD rela
tionship to these changes. 

Changing Theological Thought 
There is a sort of maze created . by ~II 

the different theological tendenc1~ lD 
Europe. From it all, though, the:e 1s the 
prevailing thought that seculansm has 
won the day. 

The strongest influence, of course, has 
been from Gennan theologians. Rudolf 
Bultmami's influence is still the dom
inant force. As schooled by Martin Heide~
ger Bultmann has dominated by h1s 
the~is that Scripture must be ~nterprett:<I 
by the criteria of human expenence. This 
is what is known as "theological existen
tialism." Since the early sixtie~, though, 
another generation of theologians have 
left their imprint on the European scene 
(and consequently, in America). Men such 
as Ernst Fuchs, Ernst Kisemann, and 
Gerhard Ebeling have reasserted the 
thought of a "historical Jesus." However, 
failing to return to the inerrancy of 
scripture while affinning that Jesus 
existed i~ history, they believe his mir
acles to be beyond the area of fac~. 

Not only in Gennany but also m Eng
land this strain of thought has reached 
down to the average perso!l· :Tohn A. '!-'· 
Robinson through nine prmtmgs of hts 
book Ho~est to God, insists that God is 
not holy, personal, and transcendent !-s 
pictured in the Scriptures. As suggested m 
the Gennan title of his book, Gott ist Ant 
ders ("God is different"), Robi!lso!l con
siders that God is only a proJection of 
man's own· finite, fallible personality. 

A ·parallel theological tendance has come 
through the writings of Jiirgen Moltmann 
and Wolfhart Pannenberg, two Gennans 
who have promoted the "Theology of 
Hope." This is a system of thought where
by the biblical revelation is .s';lperse~ed by 
historical revelation. A pohtical view of 
salvation is taught. "Hope" comes as one 
is redeemed from socio-political oppression 
by means of .revolution. 

From this influence has come the pres
ent position of the World Council of 
Churches. In Bangkok in 1978 the concept 
of salvation as being entirely within a 
political framework was ·adopted as the 
official stance of the WCC. There was no 
room left for the biblical doctrine of sal-
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vation. Thus, the door was open f?r the 
financial backing of any revolutionary 
movement that would ~Jerve this purpose. 

What we have, then, is a situation 
where the basis of authority bas been 
shifted from God's inspired word to the 
fallibility of human reason. Changes in 
the European theological arena ol!lY 
deepen a pessimistic view of what bes 
ahead. . 

An Opening Toward the Catholics 
There are 252 million Catholics in Eu

rope. What is exciting about the Cath~lic 
situation is that they are now bemg 
urged to read the Bible. Documents coming 
out of the Second Vatican Council (1962-
65) state: "Ignorance of the Scriptures is 
ignorance of Christ." There has developed 
a real openness to the word of God as a 
result. Bible sales and Bible promotion 
projeets among Catholics continue to be 
on the rise. 

Whether good or bad, this encourage
ment to read the Bible has also opened up 
more dialogue between Catholics and Prot
estants. Protestants are no longer heretics, 
but "separated brethren." One area that 
has helped the spirit of ecumenism has 
been the recognition by both Catholics and 
Protestants that many Protestant "sacra
ments" are only imitations of Catholics 
rites. This dialogue has developed on t~e 
highest levels. The Pope has made a visit 
to the WCC headquarters in Geneva and 
many Protestant leaders have traveled to 
Rome. 

Another development among the Cath
olics has been the appearance of the 
Catholic Renewal (charismatic) Move
ment. This movement has had the tacit 
support of many bishops, and even of 
the· Pope himself. Though this moveme!lt 
has not initiated any doctrinal reforms m 
the basic Caltholic structure, it has fa
vored more contact between Catholics and 
Protestant charismatics. 

The monolithic Catholic church is now 
showing some serious strains of internal 
pressures-both from the right and from 
the left. The bishop Lefebvre founded a 
seminary dn Switzerland in order to train 
priests according to the pre-Vatican Coun
cil rites. He has founded a typ~ of Cath
olic "restoration" movement-a restora
tion of medieval catholicism. In the other 
direction liberals such as Hans Kung (who 
was relie~ed of all teaching functions early 
this year) Karl Rahner, Yves Congar, 
and Ed~ Schillebeeck have effectively 
pecked away at the foundation of papal 
infallibility. Their voices may be . muted 
by decisions from Rome, but the wmds of 
change have been released and the Ro~n 
church will never be the same. Only t1me 
will tell if there will be any significant 
turn in the direction of New Testament 
Christianity. 
The "Blood of Martyrs" in Communist 

Europe 
The most expressive spiritual revival in 

recent years has been in Communist-dom
inated countries in Europe. Though many 
efforts have been initiated to stamp out 
religious thought and practice, in coun-

tries such as Poland, ~mania, . and 
Yugoslavia religious fervor 1s mounting. 
This was amply demonstrated during the 
visit of the Pope to Poland last year. Men 
such as Solzhenitzyn have exposed both 
the brutality of Communist oppression 
against believers and the impossi~ility of 
quenching the light ~ the ~ord m su<:h 
countries. In the SoVIet Uruon there IS 

more public demonstration of faith than 
in England. The opposition of. Communi~t 
officia·ls seems to fan the desire for reli
gious liberty. 

In Western countries such as Italy, 
France and Spain the Euro-eommunist 
movem~nt is being questioned as an in
fluential &.ctor. Though Communism is 
stridently anti-religious, and everywhere 
that it has enough political and military 
power it seeks to stymie religious expres
sion (such as the pathetic country of 
Albania), true Christianity can and is 
flourishing. 

Evangelical Minorities in Europe 
Through a series of crusades and con

gresses in the sixties and sev~nties the 
evangelicals in Europe are makmg them
selves heard. Though still very much a 
minority voice, evangelical groups are 
growing in most European countries. Billy 
Graham Crusades, the Lausanne Congress 
in 1974 and the Eurofest in 1978 have all 
spotlighted evangelical activiti~s .and 
growth. American-backed denominations 
and parachurch groups such as Youth 
with a Mission ·have spread rapidly in 
countries like Belgium and Switzerland. 
German evangelicals have united to form 
the Kein anderes E1Jangelium ("No Other 
Gospel") movement. They now count 50,-
000 members. Evangelicals have also 
united in France to establish a theological 
seminary at Vaux-sur-Seine. They 
launched a nationwide evangelistic thrust 
in France called "Impact '78" and another 
such efort is underway. for this year. In 
England evangelicals such as John Stott 
and Donald Coggan have been influential 
in the Anglican Church. Many co~ntries, 
and especially in Italy, have been mvaded 
by the Jehovah Witnesses. The Monnons 
continue to be active and are growing. 

Conclusion 
What we are seeing is a Europe caught 

in the midst of fundamental changes. Sec
ular materialism holds sway. Cracks in 
the monolithic Catholicism, however, are 
letting out thousands of seekers for some
thing mo~ certain in tenns of religious 

·faith. Communist opposition is stimulating 
a new generation of young people to seek 
an alternative. Evangelicals and sects are 
tapping a stratum of the European pop.u
Iation who feel squeezed between exiS

tential absurdity, Roman Catholic sacra
mentalism, and the bankruptcy of 
Protestant theology. 

And where does the New Testament 
church stand in the midst of these cur
rents, tensions, an.d changes? The church 
is present, but it IS not very vocal before 
the multiplicity of sounds coming from all 
directions. lnfonnation and challenges 
will be presented at the European Lec
tureship in Geneva in August. What can 
we expect to hear? 
SA, ch. de Pontverre, 1282 Confignon/ 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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Fellowship~ a Sign of Discipleship (1) 

In John 13:35 Jesus taught that love 
was going to be an identifying mark of 
his disciples. The manner in which we 
love one another will be a sign that stands 
out to those round about us. Our love will 
identify us as Christians. The song we 
sometimes sing expresses this truth, 
"They'll all know we're Christians by our 
love, by our love. Yes, they'll all know 
we're Christians by our love." 

We can paraphrase the verse and still 
capture its truth by saying that Jesus is 
talking about our fellowship. It is by our 
fellowship with one another that others 
will know that we are followers of Christ. 
The fellowship within the church and the 
way we express our love for one another 
is going to be a sign of our discipleship. 
It is important to realize that our fellow
ship is a sign or an identifying mark. 
Signs or identifying marks are meant to 
be seen and read. Our fellowship is some
thing that cannot be hid. Others are going 
to see it. Thus, something that we as 
Christians must always be concerned 
about is, "What are others seeing in us?" 
"What kind of sign to others is my fel
lowship in Christ?" 

Before considering these questions let 
us briefly define fellowship. Fellowship is 
from the Greek word which basically 
means "to share." Fellowship is the shar
ing of our lives. This was made clear to 
me while watching ·a TV special, "It Hap
pened One Christmas," starring Marlo 
Thomas. The story was set in the 1940's 
during World War II. Marlo Thomas was 
allowed by an angel to see what her life 
would have been like if she had never 
lived. She was taken to the grave of her 
brother. The angel explained he had 
drowned when he was six. Marlo Thomas 
protested saying she had saved him. She 
pulled him from the water and he didn't 
die. The angel reminded her she never 
existed. 

She continued to protest saying her 
brother was a hero. He had just received 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for 
saving the lives of many men when his 
ship was sunk. The angel responded that 
all the men had died. Her brother was not 
there to save them because she was not 
there to rescue him from drowning. The 
angel then said, "It's funny how one life 
touches another, and that life another." 

That's the essence of fellowship. It is 
one life touching another in a way that 
makes a difference in both lives. Paul says 
this in Romans 1: 11, 12. He wanted to see 
the Romans in order "that we may be 
mutually encouraged by each other's faith, 
both yours and mine." Fellowship is one 
life touching another. 

If fellowship is one life touching an
other and if our fellowship is a sign of our 
discipleship, what do others see in us? 

CHARLES S. YOUNG 

Signs we see eve:ry day in this life are 
signs that describe well the fellowship one 
finds in the church. Let's notice some of 
these signs. 

"Do Not Touch" 
Have you ever seen a sign that said, 

"Do Not Touch"? Usually you find these 
signs in expensive gift shops. They are 
attached to things that are so fragile that 
the mere touch can break them. What do 
you feel when you see a sign that says 
"Do Not Touch"? If you are like me you 
don't want to touch. If Sl'mething is so 
delicate that a touch will break it, I don't 
want to touch it, let alone ·buy it. I'd just 
as soon have nothing to do with it. 

Closely related to this sign is the sign 
which reads, "Keep Out." What do you feel 
when you see a "Keep Out" sign"? Do 
you get a sense of being wanted? When 
knocking on a door I would much rather 
see a "Welcome" mat than a "Keep Out" 
sign. 

Sadly, I have seen many Christians 
wearing a "Do Not Touch" or a "Keep 
Out" sign. The sign was not literally there, 
but the message could not have been 
plainer. The same cold feeling you get 
when in places that literally have these 
signs comes over you when around such 
Christians. I have been in homes visiting 
and the "Christians" I was visiting were 
essentially saying to me, "Don't touch." It 
is moments like that when I wonder to my
self, "What am I doing here?" 

Like it or not, that is a sign that some 
Christians wear and it is a sign of fellow
ship that exists in the church. It is a fel
lowship that touches the lives CYf all sincere 
Christians. It is a fellowship that hurts. 
One thing needs to be made clear. We 
usually speak of fellowship as being a 
great thing, as something positive. 1!1 
truth, in the purest sense of the word 1t 
may or may not be. If fellowship· is the 
sharing of our lives, our touching one an
other, it can be negative too. My kicking 
you in the mouth is as much an act of 
fellowship as my kissing your mouth (both 
may seem offensive, but at least recog
nize the truth!). The question facing all 
Christians is not, "Will I have fellow
ship?" but "What kind of fellowship '!ill 
I have?" It's a paradox, but withdrawtng 
fellowship is an act of fellowship. In 
withdrawing fellowship we refuse to touch 
someone's life because of the sin he is in
volved in in hope that his life may be 
touched! We refuse to touch him in hope 
he will repent and let us touch him again. 

It is sad but many Christians wear a 
"Do Not Touch" sign. The purpose of the 
sign is to make sure that no one touches 
them. Little do they realize that refusing 
to touch and be touched has its effects on 
others. It is an action that hurts sincere 
Christians that want to love and be loved 

in the true spirit of Christ. Is it a sign of 
fellowship that Christ would want? Is it a 
sign that would let others know you are a 
disciple of Christ? 

"Do Not Fold, Bend, or Mutilate" 
Another sign that we sometimes see is 

that which reads, "Do Not Fold, Bend, or 
Mutilate." We get several of these each 
month with the bills that come to our 
house. We hate to see them come! The 
company that sends these cards does not 
want you to change them in any way. 
Mishandling them can cause the cards to 
jam the company's $200,000 computer. 
Again, I hate to handle such delicate 
things! One can be so careful only to have 
the postman crumple it up. Often with 
such cards the company doesn't want you 
to even put a paper clip on it; to staple the 
card is unforgivable! Essentially what 
the sign does is to warn us not to change 
the card at all. 

Again, there are Christians who wear 
this sign. The sign is not literally there 
but the message is the same. The purpose 
of fellowship is to produce change. Fellow
ship, in its good sense, is touching one 
another in a way that makes better people 
out of both parties. Paul's plea for fellow
ship in Romans 1 :11, 12 was for the pur
pose of "mutually encouraging one an
other." The purpose of fellowshiping my 
brothers and sisters in Christ is to make 
myself a better person and to build them 
up as well. Ideally, every Christian should 
be able to say that his life is not the same 
because of his fellowship in Christ. Fellow
ship which does not change, which has no 
effect, is no fellowship at all. 

Many Christians are involved in a fel
lowship without depth. It is a fellowship 
without meaning, a fellowship which is no 
fellowship. There are many who want fe~
lowship as long as ·it doesn't change the-r.r 
li'IJes. They do not mind you touching their 
lives as long as it doesn't change their 
lives. They are like that computer card; 
you can have it; you can hold it. It is not 
a "Do Not Toueh" thing, but, don't you 
dare change it. 

There are Christians that are coming 
to services, who are outwardly "in'Vol'IJed" 
in the life of the church, ·but as far as real, 
meaningful fellowship is concerned there 
is none. They want a fellowship that 
doesn't change things. They want a fellow
ship that doesn't affect or inte~ere _with 
their lives. They want a fellowship Wlth a 
distance. You can touch their lives but 
there is a line you cannot cross. 

Is that the kind of fellowship Jesus 
wants? Is the fellowship we are showing 
to the world and to one another a "Do Not 
Fold, Bend, or Mutilate" fellowship. 
-More next week 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, Mi 49601 
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Tyranny of the Urgent 
To understand this article one must 

read, think, and study Luke 9 :87-62: 
"Foxes have holes . . . let the dead bury 
their dead . . . put your hand to the plow 
without looking back." Three great, fa
miliar, quoted statements within the same 
context. Men quote them separately; Jesus 
lumped them into the same pot. They are 
intertwined; they must not be separated. 
Men also misquote the second, "Let the 
dead bury the dead." Not only is this a 
misquotation, it is an impossibility! Since 
this verse defies interpretation we evade 
it or explain it away. Both are a "cop 
out." Jesus ,was honest with us; let's be 
honest with Him. 

These statements strike at the heart of 
Christian works. We all need 80 hour 
days, 10 day weeks! "The hurrieder we go 
the behinder we get." We have "pep ral
lies" to be more motivated-we despair in 
guilt. We do not know how to handle 
failure. We are too success oriented. 

Jesus gave a simple explanation-we 
are victims of the urgent. The urgent 
crowds out the important. We cannot say 
"no." We have no rest program. We are 
"spread too thin." So Jesus prepared the 
disciples. He warned them of the "tyran
ny of the urgent." 

Curing Church Trouble 
Because of the worldly age in which we 

are now living, it is not unusual for a 
preacher to receive a plea, "We need your 
help." We are having some church 
trouble, will you come and help us in our 
time of need~ especially so, if you have 
happened to have worked in similar cir
cumstances before. Having moved into 
two areas of turmoil previously, I accepted 
the challenge of moving to my present lo
cation-where the church had split over a 
matter of discipline. 

While I by no means consider myself an 
authority, I have reached certain con
clusions, through experience, that I would 
like to share with you. 

1. Be careful as you seek to "pour oil 
on troubled water" for some trouble maker 
will toss a lighted torch right in behind 
you. 

2. If folks want peace, harmony and 
unity-the Bible is the place to find it, in 
letting the word of God speak and listen. 
No preacher can bring it to you from 
another city. 

8. If any person or group of persons 
have decided that they do not want peace 
at any price--no preacher, even if he 
could grind it up, would be able to pour 
it ·upon the trouble-maker. 

4. Unless the involved of both factions 
are ready to do some praying and repent
ing, there is no medicine that will effect a 
cure. 

In hope that some troubled soul might 
someday recall what I have to say upon 
the subject, as they search for peace of 
soul and mind, I would like to set forth 
the following plea for peace and unity 
among true believers. 

The church is the family of God. I 
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CHARLES HODGE 

"Foxes Have Holes" 
Jesus was hard on volunteers; he never 

accepted any. Why? Because one will 
"never pay the price" who has not 
"counted the cost." Like children, their 
"eyes are bigger than their stomachs.'' 
They volunteer to serve God but have no 
idea how. Brethren wish such a new mem
ber to come in and make their church suc
cessful. Too many expectations of the 
wrong people. 

"Let the Dead Bury Their Dead" 
At first glance Jesus apepars harsh. 

But he knew the man's heart. He knew the 
man had several mistakes: ( 1) The 
funeral was an excuse. When members 
make excuses this is all they will do. 
When Dad was buried another urgency 
would occur. (2) The man's faith in God 
did not allow God in the funeral. God 
buries best! If the man would have put 
God first God would have blessed the 
burial. Commitment must be preceded by 
absolute surrender. (8) The important can 
be postponed. People who never had time 
to visit the sick can get off to pall bear the 
dead. The important is at the mercy of 
the urgent. Satan does not care how much 
good you do as long as you neglect the im
portant. This is how we lose ourselves and 

DAVE WALK 

learned as a young lad that any problem 
that existed in the family was to be 
brought to the father. I may not always 
have liked the decision that was handed 
down, but there was no higher court and 
no other recourse. 

We not only took our problems to our 
father-but we listened! I feel that it is 
imperative that we understand this lesson 
in our spiritual relationship also. When in 
the family of God, trouble raises its head, 
all of the family together should talk to 
the Father about it and ask for his help. 
"If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and tum from their 
wicked ways; THEN will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land" (2 Chron. 7:14). I know 
of no other time when prayer "is needed 
any more, than when the family is faced 
with strife. 

Not only is it important that we speak 
to God about our problem, but listen when 
God speaks to us. If we only listen when 
God speaks, seeking to support our posi
tion and lend aid to our selfish cause, then 
we stand condemned. 

We must listen to God with the atti
tude, "Speak Lord, thy servant heareth. 
Command and I will obey." 

Too often we forget that the Christian 
duty is to win souls and not win argu
ments. The greatest defense of truth is to 
live it in our lives. 

Folks must cultivate a love of God to 
solve church troubles. And if we have the 
love for God we can promote peace and 
harmony, but not without it. "If a man 
say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 

(Continued on page 11) 

our families. Day to day we handle the 
urgent only to lose the important. 

Jesus practiced what he preached. Read 
John 11. Jesus did not attend, preach, 
pall bear at the funeral of Lazarus. He 
was not being mean! There were other 
things more important! (1) John 11:26, 
26. (2) The resurrection of Lazarus beat 
preaching his funeral. (8) The imminent 
death of Jesus! Jesus was the only man 
who ever finished his work! He was al
ways busy yet never hurried. Use your 
head to save your heart! 

"Putting Hands to the Plow" 
This verse has really suffered from our 

hands! It is used to condemn harshly any 
who doubt, fear, or slack off. It is used like 
salt rubbed into an open wound. This is 
not the Lord's intention! He says the 
answer to urgency is priority. What is im
portant! What has eternal consequences? 
Invest your life in that-don't look back. 

To illustrate: Preachers must study 
and .develop their prayer lives! But breth
ren will not let them. They have you in 
every activity. Then they fire you for in
competency. All of us must decide what is 
right, what is important-then do it! One 
man had a sign in his office, "The dog
fight in the backyard is more important 
than the Boxer Rebellion in China." This 
reminded him of absurdity. Why do we in
vest our lives only in the urgent? Why 
do we allow others to pull us back to them? 
"Let the urgent bury the urgent.'' Find 
what is eternal and live it. 
4041 Ryan Ave., Box 11007, Fort Worth, 
TX 76109 

----o----

The Egotist 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

Wisdom is never self proclaimed. It is 
always praised from external sources. The 
truly wise man doesn't need to be telling 
others of his latest discoveries or his most 
recent prudent decisions. Wisdom is some
thing which cannot be hidden from others 
and will be sought after by others. 

Sometimes a little knowledge can devas
tate certain people. There are some who 
seek facts and figures and data simply to 
be more equipped at self-aggrandizement. 
Knowledge that is properly channeled can 
cause one to become genuinely wise. But 
the moment one stands to proclaim, "I 
have become wise!" he loses his wisdom. 
The badge of wisdom, as with humility, 
cannot be worn on the lapel. 

People with special understanding in 
areas requiring keen awareness and a 
subtle grasping of certain data need not 
flaunt their skills. As the apostle Paul once 
wrote: ". . . do not be haughty in 
mind ... ", we should maintain our hu
mility even when the Lord blesses us with 
understanding that many may never be 
able to achieve. 

When all of the information in the uni
verse is weighed for consideration, none 
of it can be understood apart from God. 
So the next time you are inclined to relish 
in a bit of cognitive superiority, remem
ber where that little spec of knowledge 
originated. 
2716 N. Averill Ave., Flint, MI 48606 
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Leadership ,in the Church ( 4) 
The importance of desire on the part of 

those who serve as leaders in the church 
has been set forth. However, that this 
desire be of the right kind has also been 
emphasized. For example, a man might 
have a burning desire to be a bishop in the 
church, but this function he might be 
seeking as a sort of compensating matter. 
He has a strong-willed, dominating wife; 
he has to "knuckle under" to live with this 
woman, so in trying to compensate, he may 
aspire to become a pastor in the flock of 
God. Certainly, no one should seek to be
come a leader in the church just to satisfy 
the needs of his own ego. 

Peter wrote: "The elders which are 
among you I exhort, who am also an elder, 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and also a partaker of the glory that shall 
be revealed: Feed the flock of God which 
is among you, taking the oversight there
of, not by constraint, ·but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither 
as being lords over God's heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock" ( 1 Peter 
5 : 1-3). No pastor is to be domineering, re
gardless of the reason which prompts it. 
No church leader can be successful in di
recting God's people if he always domi
nates others. 

One Elder (Leader) Does Not Act Alone 

Pastors in the Lord's church are plural 
in number in a local congregation. This in
dicates that no one ·bishop of the flock 
acts alone in making the policy decisions 
for the church. Yet, sometimes, .decisions 
are not made by the group as a whole; 
actions that need to be taken are not made. 
Others in a group may then say to one 
pastor: "Take care of that matter." He 
doese this, and as time goes by, he assumes 
more and more of the role of action taker 
and decision maker, on his own. Yet, when 
a decision does not please another elder, 
or some "leading" member of the church 
protests the action or decision, then the 
other bishops protest by saying that the 
action taker is trying to be the "ruling 
elder." 

Really, the one is no more to blame than 
the others; they would not act, and gradu
ally allowed him to make decisions. They 
only protested when everybody was not 
pleased. It was equally their responsibility 
to direct the work of the church in these 
matters. Leadership in the Lord's church 
must be understood in terms of serving, 
rather than in being served. 

Desire Can Be Cultivated 

No one is born a leader! There have to 
be periods of preparation for this work. 
Often we may have some capable, quali
fied men among us in other ways, but 
they refuse to bear the responsibility, and 
beg off saying, I'm too busy •.. I'm not a 
leader .•. I don't have the desire." And 
this is true; there is no desire! However, 
the desire· can be cultivated, and we can 

LEONAUD MULLENS 

become what we think. "As a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he" is literally true. 

Some years ago, I read a book to my 
wife about this matter of desire. The 
example cited was of a woman who desired 
a new Cadillac. She had an old "junker," 
but she really desired a Cadillac. She 
began to imagine herself as the owner of 
such an automobile. When she would drive 
her old model, she imagined that it was a 
sparkling new Cadillac. She acted like she 
had one! A month later, the woman had 
her new car. Yes, by mistake, I read that 
to my wife, and •.. you guessed it. She 
wanted a new car also, and in three weeks, 
she had one! A few weeks later, she de
cided that she wanted a new house, and 
yes, in a few weeks, we moved into a new 
house. That has indeed taught me a lesson; 
be careful what you read to your wife! I 
have lived in a somewhat constant fear 
that I may come home someday, and she 
will have decided that she desires an ele
phant, or a Bengal tiger, or something in 
that category! · 

Right at this point, I would like to sug
gest that every leader, or aspiring leader, 
in the church get a copy of Frank Bett
ger's book: How I Raised Myself From 
Failure to Success in Selling. Dale Car
negie got so "worked up" over this book 
that he said he'd walk frgom Chicago to 
New York just to get a copy. All you have 
to do is walk to your car, get in, drive 
to the bookstore, and buy one! Let us cul
tivate the desire to be truly consecrated, 
devoted, and effective leaders in the 
Lord's church. 

Remember that a leader does not lead by 
logic or by words alone. It requires desire 
-a burning, unquenchable desire-to lea~ 
the people of God in the right ways. There 
are people who know the Bible quite well, 
and they continue to study the Bible; yet, 
these people have never led a soul to 
Christ, or set a church on fire, It is the 
task of leaders to set the church on fire 
with zeal and with desire to serve God. 
This is the beginning only, for then you 
have to keep adding fuel to the fire 
through the precious use of leadership. 

Leaders Need Self-Confidence Also 

In 2 Timothy 1 : 7 are these words: "For 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, 
but a sphit of power and love and self
control." It may be that some among us do 
not have the desire for leadership because 
they do not have confidence in themselves. 

By confidence, we do not refer to con
ceit. We do mean the opposite of fear, 
doubt, and feelings of frustration and de
feat. When church leaders are not confi
dent, and that is certainly tied with faith 
in God, the local church will be found in a 
state of confusion, and no sense of purpose 
and direction. 

How may confidence be cultivated and 
acquired? 

First, admit to God and to yourself that 
you are not confident. Ask God to help you 
to gain and maintain confidence. It is 
I"eally best when we have fears, to face 
them, and admit them. This is a step to
ward conquering these fears and self 
doubts. It is true that more of us are 
plagued by feelings of inferiority than 
by a superiority complex. 

Second, volunteer to do some public 
work in the church. If you are afraid, ask 
the leaders to allow you to serve in some 
public capacity. Begin with smaller tasks; 
work on up to larger ones. Request the 
congregation where you are to have a 
training class, and participate in it. 

Third, remember who you are: a Chris
tian and a child of God. "All things are 
yours." God is your Father; Christ died 
for you, and you are Somebody! You are 
valuable, and you can act in God's service 
and in his kingdom. You are a child of the 
king. 

To be a successful leader in the church 
calls for humility. This follows self
confidence; that may seem to be a para
dox, but it is not so. It is the man who 
feels inferior who has to bolster his ego by 
talking about himself, by bragging. 

Humility is not timidity or cowardice. 
And just because a fellow never raises his 
voice, never crosses anybody, never dis
agrees with another does not indicate that 
he is humble. It has been said that "hu
mility is not thinking lowly of yourself as 
much as it is not thinking of yourself at 
all." Our Lord "humbled himself" (Phil. 
2 :8) and he is our example in all things. 

Humility will ask for help. We do not 
live in this world alone; we are not the 
only members of the church! The man who 
tries to do all the work of the church 
alone-by himself-is not humble, and he 
is certainly not very smart. All elders and 
all preachers-church leaders-should 
realize that in some areas they have fel
low Christians who know more than they 
do, and the true leader is never embar
rassed to ask others to help him. In fact, 
true leadership in the church is not doing 
the work yourself, but in inspiring others 
to do that work. And they are inspired in 
such a manner that they find joy and 
satisfaction in the work done. To ask an
other for advice is not a sign of weakness, 
but rather it indicates sound, endu1ing 
strength. 

If we would be great leaders for the 
Lord, we must cultivate true humility. Al
ways remember that God fills up men who 
empty themselves! Let leaders be really 
humble; not pretenders of humility. 

Humility is not a quality that is "put
on"; rather, it is "put-in." Remember the 
old story about the fellow who was given 
a badge for humility, but the givers had 
to take it back because he wore it all the 
time? Let leaders be humble. 

1610 Lawnview, Corpus Christi, TX 78404 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Fifth Annual 
"SPIRITUAL SWORD" LECTURESHIP 

"The Church-The Beautiful Bride of Christ" 
Oct. 19 - 23, 1980 

Dean Buchanan 

Curtis Cates 

Andrew Connally 

r.~, 
<..:..:_\ 

""' Hugo McCord 

Roy Sharp 

1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 3811 1 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 
SUNDAY,OCTOBER 19 

9:30 E. ESTES: 
10:30 G. ELKINS: 
7:00 L. WARREN: 
7:50 B. SMITH : 

9:00 G. COLLEY: 
10:00 C. PUGH: 

11 :00 R. SHARP: 
t :OO D. BUCHANAN: 
2:00 C. CATES: 
3:00 D. SZTANYO: 
7·00 G. MUSIC: 
7.50 A. HIGHERS: 

Roy Deaver 

Pat McGee 

Billy Smith 

The Church-And Its Concern For The Lost 
The Church-The Bride 0 1 Christ 
The Church- And Its Concern For The Faithful 
The Church-A Molder Of Homes 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 
The Church-And Singing In Worship 
The Church-The Preparation By John The Baptist 

And Jesus 
The Church- And The Crucifixion Of Jesus 
The Church-God 's House 
The Church-God's Husbandry 
The Church-Its Unity 
The Church-The Blood-Bought 
The Church-And The Sword Of The Spirit 

Gary Ealy Garland Elkins 

Don McWhorter Avon Malone 

Dick Sztanyo Robert Taylor. Jr. 

Emerson Estes 

Noel Merideth 

Rox Turner 

Lunch Break -11:45-1:00 

Dinner Break - 3:45-7:00 

ATTENDED NURSERY 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
9:00 

10:00 
11:00 

D. McWHORTER: The Church-And The Resurrection Of Jesus 
The Church-How Can It Be ldentofied? 

1:00 
2:00 

G. EALY: 
W. WINKLER: 
J. GILMORE: 
D. LIPE: 

3:00 R. TURNER: 
7:00 R. TAYLOR: 
7:50 T. WARREN: 

9:00 
10:00 
11:00 

1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
7:00 
7:50 

9:00 
10:00 
11:00 

1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
7:00 
7:50 

W. WEST: 
N. PRYOR: 
N. MERIDETH: 
K. JONES: 
M. MILLER: 
W. WILDER: 
A. MALONE: 
A. CONNALLY: 

W. CLAIBORNE: 
H. McCORD: 
W. JACKSON: 
W. COLLINS: 
P. McGEE: 
R. DEAVER: 
J. RAMSEY: 
A. DEAVER: 

The Church-And Self-Doscipline 
The Church-And Its Organization 
The Church-One Can Know That He Is A Member 

Of The Church 
The Church-As Seen By Old Testament Phophets 
The Church, The World And The Bible 
The Church-The Army Of Christ 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 
The Church-And The Worship Of God 
The Church-The Kingdom 
The Church-And The Lord's Supper 
The Church-The Pillar And Ground Of The Truth 
The Church-All-Sufficient 
The Church-The Saved 
The Church-Before Creation 
The Church-And The Great Corflmission 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 
The Church-And Its Establishment 
The Church- And Its Eternal Destiny In Heaven 
The Ch~rch-The Body Of Chnst 
The Church-And Its Concern For The Wayward 
The Church-Not A Den'Jmination 
The Church-In Ephesoans 
The Church-Indestructible 
What Shall We Conclude From All? 

Joe Gilmore. Jr. Al an Highers W. N. Jackson Kenneth Jones 

Max Moiler Goebel Music Neale Pryor Charles Pugh 

Lindsey Warren Thomas B. Warren w. B. West. Jr. William Wilder 

W10lord ClaibOrne 

Gary Colley 

Willard Collons 

Dav•d Lipe 

f~ 
Johnny Ramsey 

Wendell W1nkter 



CREATIVE FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

(Continued from page 5) 

Make special rules to keep it softly com
petitive. But it's our family, and that's 
what is most important. Also, the new 
games on the market such as the Ungam~ 
can be used because competition is played 
down and participation is p layed up. 

F amily devot ional time. Ther e is a way 
to bring back the reading of scripture and 
praying together at least two or three 
nights a week. It may need to be at dif
ferent times and it may need the creative 
help that such a magazine as Fannily Life 
T oday can bring to it. Mothers and fathers 
have given up too quickly on family de
votionals. 

Free time act ivities. This is a night in 
which it is decided ea·r ly, perhaps before 
supper, that we're simply going to spend 
free time as a family in one r oom to
gether doing what each one of us inde
pendently would like to do but being "pres
ent" for each other. Sometimes children 
will want to read, talk, play solitaire, play 
a special record, wrestle with a pa r en t or 
do something else. But whatever is done 
is done in the same r oom. It is what I call 
"diversified togetherness." 

We can watch television together as a 
fami ly. Television should be used as an 
ally not an enemy. We try to limit ou1· 
television to one hour or one and a half 
hours a day. This is supervised a nd it is 
generally best if we watch together so 

that we can talk about it, take breaks to
gether, and enjoy refreshments together. 

E ach of the activities that I have sug
gested require one basic ingredient : You 
must be thet·e in orde?' to do it. Schedules 
must be reexamined and activiti~3 
trimmmed in order for these types of 
activities to be able to occur. Our problem 
is not resources and ideas l They are 
available. It is my hope that we as Chris
bian parents believe that the family is 
the number one prior ity in our ministry 
before God and are willing to pay the 
price. 
Box 1315, Albilene, TX. 79604 

----o
CURING CHURCH TROUBLE 

(Cont inued from page 8) 
is a liar : for he that hateth his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen." 

A family can have quiet and peace only 
when a respect for the family is instilled 
in a ll its members. Members of God 's 
familY. must learn to have respect for the 
whole'" body of Christ with love for ALL 
members. It is impossible to love and ?'C

spect the head of the body, while despising 
the members of the body. We need to read 
-re-r ead and study 1 Cor. 12:12-27. 

I have found that one of the greatest 
threats to peace and harmony in the body 
is idleness in members of the body. This is 
not new thinking, just conformation of 1 
Timothy 5 :13. 

Remember that a pulling mule can't 

kick, and a kicking mule can't pull. When 
a young lad, one of our animals was a mule 
and this mule was the balkiest, contrariest, 
and meanest and usually worked the least 
of all the other animals-ate the most and 
brayed the loudest. In some ways, there 
are members of the body who are not un
like that mule. 

The only way I know to overcome 
church strife is for all members to have 
a love for the word and go to work as we 
have been commanded, "seeking and sav
ing the lost." If everyone does this, then 
everything will turn out alright. 

311 Walnut, Bowie, TX 76230 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 21f2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

White's Ferry Rontl Church of Christ Pre~!'nls 11 :00 D. Mize "Daring Discipleship" 
B. Danklefsen "Growth Through Fo llow-up" 

T HE TENTH ANNUAL 
BIBLE LECTURESHIP AND WORKSHOP 

"Growth - The Result of our Assurance" 

OCT. 15 - 19, 1980 
3201 N. 7th St. - W. Monroe, La. 71291 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 
7 :30 J. J. Turner "Growth: A Bib le Mandate" 

THURSDAY, OCTOBE R 16 
9:00 C. May, Jr. 

10:00 G. Walters 
C. Pepper 

11 :00 D. Mize 
J. Moran 

1:30 B. Smith 
2:30 P. Starling 

D. Davenport 
L. West 

3:30 H. Taylor 
B. Buchanan 

7:00 
7:30 R. Gholston 

"Bible's Role in Growth" 
"Memory Work & Spir itual Growth" 
"Cycles & Decline in Church Growth" 
"Growth Through Bible Classes" 

"Personal Devotions & Growth " 
"Growth Through Groups" 
"Growth Princip les fo r Women " 
"Church Growth Princip les" 
"Growth Thro ugh Various Media" 
"Family Growth Ideas" 
"Growth Thro ugh Mission Work" 

Special Singing • T rueli l e Singers 
"Growth Through Discipleship" 

FR IDAY, OCTOBER 17 
9 :00 A. Lemmons 

10:00 J. Munday 
C. Pepper 
8. Sm it h 

"G rowth Through Prayer" 
"Growth Through Sound Doctrine" 
"Cycles & Decline in Church Growth " 
" I Am an Angry American" 

1 :30 J. J. Turner "Helping New Converts Grow" 

2:30 P. Starling 
D. Davenport 

L. West 
3:30 H. Taylor 

"Growth Principl es lor Women" 

"Church Growth Principles" 
" Growth Through Various Media" 
"Family Growth Ideas" 

"Growth Through Mission Work" 
"Growth Through Mi litary Evangelism" 
Special Singing . Victory Singers 
"Growth Through Surrender" 

SATURDAY , OCTOBER 18 
9:00 J. Whitmire "Growth Through the Mind of Christ" 

10:00 J; Owen "Growth Through Bus Programs" 
H. Minor "Elder's Role in Church Growth" 
L. Ernst "Special Ladies Class" 

11:00 P. Keene 

A. Lemmons 
1:30 D. De Lukie 
2:30 P. Starling 

E. Seall 
L. Burrell 

3:30 R. Gholston 
7:00 
7:30 A. Miller 

"Preacher's Role in Church Growth" 
"Prayer & Fasting's Role in Growth" 
"Growth Through Loving One Another" 
"Growth Principles for Women" 
"Growth Through Discipline" 
"Grow th Through Forgiveness" 
"Special You th Program on Growth" 
Special Singing • Truelife Singers 
"Growth through Service" 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 
9:30 R. Sartain 

1 0:30 A. Howard 
6:00 A . Malone 

"Growth Through Commitment" 
"Growth Through Stewardship" 
"You Must Grow Everyday" 

LUNCII BREAKS 12:00- 1:30 
DINNER BREAKS 4:30- 7 :00 

HOUSING AVAILABLE 
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GOD'S INCREASE IN KENYA 

In January, 1973, Richard Chowning 
completed the 'first comprehensive church 
growth study of the churches of Christ in 
Kenya. At that time there were 469 faith
ful adults in 18 churches and 8 preach
ing points. By the end of 1979, the number 
of adult, faithful Christians had risen to 
2156 in 96 churches and 30 preaching 
points. 

The growth over these seven years rep
resents a 24.35 per cent average annual 
growth rate. 

The Kenya team is presently composed 
of fifteen families located in four dis
tinct areas. 

Almost every worker is fluent in Swa
hili, the East African trade language. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoe., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Plans offered only to workers in 
Oh:urches of Christ 

10% 
Discounted to yield 12% 

or more 
115,000 

Interest Semiannual 
Coupons 

Dated July 15, 1979 
Maturing 3% to 7 years 

and 
282,000 

10% discounted to yield 
12% or more 

Compound Interest Bonds 
Dated July 15, 1979 

Maturing 5 to 13~ years 
Available in denominations of 250, 

500, 1,000 
Offering made by prospectus only. 

For pr~pectus and more 
information 

Call collect or write to: 
TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

707 E. Broadway: 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(602) 968-7847 
-
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~~----pLANNING~~----1 
1 Continental Church Builders is in its 1.9th year at successful operation. ~ 
l Let us assist you 1n planning toward construction of your new buUdlng. i 
J Brochure sen-t on request. Call collect • • • i 
i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 

I 2811 Oolnmbine Place P. 0. Box 40289 r 
(616) 888-2818 Nashville, Tennessee 87204 J 

~---------------------------~i 
CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

AGAPB of Soalh Alabama is a social service agency sup
porfed and operafed by members of ±he Church of Chris±. 
If is a licensed child placing agency providing a broad 
range of counseling services, services :to unwed mothers, 
fos:ter care and adoptive services. There is also an edu
cational ou:treach program. 

AGAPE is seeking ±he services of a CASEWORKER. The 
position requires work wifh fos:ter care, adoptive ser
vices, work wifh unwed mofhers and oiher areas if ex
perience and education of ±he social worker pennifs. 
Salary will be based on educafion and experience. 
Applican:t mus:t be a member of ±he Church of Chris±. 
Bachelor's or Mas:ter's level in Social Work will be con
sidered. Application should be by leffer and resum.e. 
Direc:t application :to Donald W. Hooker, Executive Di
rec:tor, AGAPE of Soufh Alabama, P.O. Box 16414, Mo
bile, AI 36616. 205-666-5002. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-ocTOBER 7, 1980 



Senior Christians 
a special day has been 

planned for you . . . 

Saturday, October 18 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Northside Church of Christ 
43rd & Avenue B 

Austin, Texas 

see old friends 
and meet new ones . . . 

speakers 
Reuel Lemmons 

H. I. Taylor 
Homer P. Reeves 

Virgil Bentley 

song leader 
Kendell Henderson 

make arrangements now to be 
in the Capital City on October 18! 

For further information, contact Don Vinzant at 512·453·2702. 
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Ministers : 
Kent Hall 

Judge Morris 
Emmett Roberts 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meetin~r places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preac:bei'B. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women . 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.::M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JA.PA.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin!{ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N, .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Al1111ka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA.Y A.RlllA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleaaanton, Callt:ornJn 94GOO 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16665 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving ta the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
MinJsters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R:::E=L=-I""'G:::I:-::0,-:U:::S:--::B='::O=-'o="K=-='s~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
Monterrey, ltlexlcoa Ave. Fandlclonea 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evan&"ellsta 
AT'l"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
RELATIVES AT FORT SILL-LAWTON, OKLA
HOMA? Sixth and Arlington Church of Christ. Ron 
Lowrance, Minister. Phone 855-1121 or 853-7824. 
Sun. 9:00 & 10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.: Wed. 7:80 
P.M. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of tho 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 01' 
call (916) 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 17¥.. foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-8737 or (718) 481-1466. 
Preacher available for full time work or by ap
pointment. Call (512) 367-6624, Jim Taylor, P.O. 
Box 272, Ingram, TX 78025. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. llfora'llll Ave .. 
u.s. 480 Eari Oppoalte K-ltlart. Office 4'1'1-
52n. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40S6. 

BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunaay classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4388. Visitars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Minister available, age 81, married, three children. 
Nine yeai'B of experience, including one year of 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YU.ltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. ~th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Minister needed: Must be able to furnish partial 
support. Houe, utilities, and 75.00 per week fur
nished. Boles Acres, Alamogordo, N.M. Contact 
Ken Davis, 505-437-6171 or Leo Jenkins 505-437-1813. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Rt. 2, B9x 2-Kempner, Texas 76589-512-932-8333. 
EVANGELIST AVAiLABLE: Age 88, married, 2 
teen-age children. Preaching school graduate, ex
perienced in mission work. No hobbies, but stress 
commitment in my teaching. Seeking a sound, com
mitted congregation that wants to grow and is will
ing to work toward that end. Prefer pulpit position 
but will consider other areas of full-time service. 
If you think I can fit into your program of work, 
contact: Roy A. Crutcher, 221 W. 2nd Street, Spen
cer, Iowa 51301. Resume & references sent upon 
request. Or call 712-262-2294. 
Christian Lady needed for housework, office work, 
babysitting, etc. Room, board, plus salary. Write 
Sowega Youth Home, P.O. Box 982, Albany, Georgia 
31702. 
For Sale: Multilith 1250 offset press $1,250, A.B. 
Dick III platemaker $500.00. Martin-Ljal jogger 
$100.00. Call 214-793-7728 01' home 214-832-4476. 
Minister, age 37, M.A. from Pepperdine with fam
ily available for immediate relocation. Contact: 
Richard Fentiman, Moses Lake, Wash. ph. 1-509-
765-5021. 
Wanted: Fulltime preacher, house furnished. Church 
of Christ. 408 So. Jefferson, Pilot Point, Texas, 
76258. Send resume to P.O. Box 482 or call (817) 
686-2309. 
Mountain States Children's Home is in need of 
houseparents who can love, counsel with, care for 
and have understanding for six to eight neglected 
and dependent children. Houseparents must be a 
dedicated, mature, and stable couple in this child 
care ministry. Mountain States Children's Home 
is situated on 155 acres along the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains front range with a panoramic 
view of Longs Peak to the West. Salary, living ex
penses, transportation for Home business, and other 
fringe benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herring
ton, Superintendent, P.O. Box 1097, Longmont, 
Colorado, 80501. Phone (808) 776-6841. 

Preacher Needed 
Congregation of 60. A man of God who will preach 
the Truth with Love. $200.00 wk. with house and 
utilities. Contact Stanley Tramell, P .0. Box 458, 
Aspermont. Texas 79502. Phone 817-989-8881 or 
Tom Hill, Phone 817-989-2266. 
Washington, D.o. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangellst. 
RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord In a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 8088, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340. 
CAMP LEJ""EUNE==-=MA=-=-=R-:::INE=-:B:-A::-:SE=--a-n-;-d-:;J::-:A:-:::C:::K;-;S::-:O:::N:;--
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28640. Phones-(919) 
847-1122 or 847-1806. 
Thot Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music shoul.J 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint, Michi
gnn 48504. 

FOR SALE 
New and usPd church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 226-1918 
Dallas, Texas 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are movin~ anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 80 to 100, 
8 yrs, old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega. 
tion located in fastest growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be willing 
ta work and labor with the Lord's people. Only 
evangelistic minded preacher need to apply. Salary 
$1200.00 per month, $350.00 housing allowance. Also 
have full time youth director and bus director com
ing in August. Call (318) 855-2423, 855-7630, 
865-6885, 865-6180, 865-2404, 483-7751 or write Moss 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box 7011, Lake 
Charles, La.. 70601. ' 

Wanted: Gospel Preacher for the Kalispell Mon
tana Church of Christ located in the beautiful Flat
head Valley at the foot of Glacier National Park. 
Prefer a man in his late 30's to early 40's and 
would be willing to work with a congregation that 
has no elders. If interested please send resume to 
Kalispell Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1369, Kalispell, 
Montana, 59901. 

Houseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 68857. Phone 814 
888-5974 or 314 888-2476. 

Houseparents needed at Medina Children's Home 
by October 1, 1980. Perhaps you are considering 
full-time work for the Lord I Medina Home is accept
ing applications and interviews for houseparents by 
October 1, 1980. Christians who are interested in 
the rearing of boys and girls in a Christian way. 
Men should possess skills in maintenance or inter
ests in agricultural areas, campus beautification and 
related works. If there are those in your congrega
tion who desire this work, please ask them to con
tact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-7725 (day) or 

512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 

WANTED: Preacher for 50 member congregation. 
3 bedroom house and utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Must bring some support. Resume to Bert L. 
Dreyer, 3 Perry Lane, Sioux City, I& 51104. Phone 
(712) 255-4810. 

SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success converting 
souls. Training conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist, Church of Christ, 344 
N. W. Wintercrest, Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985. 

PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out call 
602-428-2726 or 8233. 

DISCOUNT Maxcell blank video tape VHS Beta, 
Umatic. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 95065. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 11f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Have you had a 

THREE UNUSUAL 
DAYS 

Meeting? 
"THREE UNUSUAL DAYS" is a weekend meeting designed to encourage brethren. This 

unique work was begun in 1975 by Jack Exum and has been enjoyed by hundreds of 

congregations throughout the brotherhood. The demand for " T . U. 0." has been so great that 

brother Exum has invited nine other men to join him in this ministry of motivation. Each man 

works independently of the others and is under the oversight of his local elders. The only tie 

that binds them together is the common bond of brotherly love. 

The high point of the weekend comes at the Sunday worship hour when a most unusual 

lesson on the grace of giving is presented. This positive, joy fi lled lesson never fails to 

increase the contribution. In addition, five positive lessons are clustered around the giving 

lesson to make for a most enjoyable and uplifting weekend. For more information, cal l or 

write these men listed below. 

~ACKEXUM CARL WADE DENNIS ~ONES EARL WILLIAMS 
P.O. Box 482 1406 Hidden Valley 233 Sequoia Blvd. 4 Lake Conroe Dr. 
Royston, GA Van Buren, AR Florence, AL Conroe, TX 

30662 72956 35630 77304 
(404) 245-7675 (501) 474-5306 (205) 767-0051 (713) 856-6348 

~1M WOODELL CALVIN RENEAU VICTOR ~ONES KEITH HAMMOND 
Rt. 3 3782 Arc Rd. P.O. Box 156 Box 1234 

Searcy, AR Lawrenceville, GA Benton, TN Rogers, AR 
72143 30245 37307 72956 

(501) 268-7351 (404) 923-4940 (615) 338-2093 (501) 636-8513 

CLAYTON PEPPER LAWSON MAYO 
P.O. Box 159 19 Grant Oaks 
Madison, TN North Little Rock, AR 

37115 721 16 
(615) 865-0818 (501) 835-8929 

Plan now to enjoy "Three Unusual Days" in the congregation where you serve. 
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tHE 1980 EUROPEAN LECTURESHIP in Geneva, Swihorland, August 4-8 
featured these speakers: I st row, left to right: Mark Brazle, Jaro Schubert, 
Adelino Silva, Evertt Huffard , Wil Goodheer, Bob Hare, Stanley Shipp, 
Otis Gatewood and W. B. West, Jr. 2nd row: Dieter Alten, Gottfried 
Reichel, Joe Nisbet, Bob Eckman, Don Daugherty, Trent Campbell, Charles 
Chandler, Yann Opsitch, Jarre l Rowden, Claudio Chisohlm, and Jim 
McGuiggan. The 1981 European Lectureship is schedule d for London during 

the first week of August. 

Austin, Texas, October 14, 1980 
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Unconcern 

Having said some things, in the September 9 issue, 
regarding the. great work being done by Bible chair a~d 
campus mini~tries on state school campuses, we re
ceived a letter-than would break your heart-or should. 

The letter was from ·a Christian in a congregation ad
jacent to a secular school campus. It highlights a condi
tion among us that is deplorable-unconcern for our 
own. May we share some of its high points with you: 

"We could certainly relate to the editorial of Sept. 
9 . . . concerning the Bible chair ministry on state col
lege campuses ... Since only 10% of our young people 
go to Christian colleges, we have such a great obliga
tion to the other 90% .... We live just across the street 
from the campus here, and we are concerned about the 
souls of the young Christians who come here .... Sev
eral years ago we decided to take a map and write all 
the congregations within a radius of 250 miles. We 
wrote letters inquiring of anyone from the congregation 
planning to attend this college. We received 3 letters 
from 163 congregations. Next year we addressed the 
letters to the elders of the congregations-we received 
two answers. We waited three years and repeated the 
letters. We received two answers .... 

You would think that we did not have any young 
Chris~ans coming to this college, but not so. We would 
find them weeks or months later by searching for them 
ourselves. The parents sent their transcripts, and just. 
the amount of money for their schooling, but very sel
dom, if ever, does a parent bring the young person to 
the Bible chair or to church in our city .... We have a 
hard-working Bible chair director and a Bible chair ad
jacent to the campus, and sister congregations that 
support the work, and yet-we received no help from 
the elders, the minister or the parents of the students. 
We do so need their help when these young people come 
to state schools. . . . I called a congregation trying to 
get information on a new Christian whom we heard was 
coming and the church secretary said she had never 
sent a letter to anyone besides those going to a Chris
tian college. They didn't need the help; those who come 
here do .... We lack the support that is needed most
the home congregation." 

This letter highlights only one area of church uncon
cern. The average congregation loses a good percentage 
of its membership to the devil and never really knows-
~ the ·Iocal community-until it is too late to do 

.anything about it. The majority of congregations keep 
no records at all, or at least very poor and incomplete 
ones. When faithful members move away no one is con
cerned enough to write the church in their new home 
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community to appraise them of the fact that a new 
Christian family is among them. Right at the time in 
young people's lives when they need someone to keep up 
with them and to help them through transition, no one 
Is interested enough to let people in the new community 
know that they are there. We, here in Austin, if were
ceive any word at all about some Christian who has 
moved to our city, receive it long after it is possible to 
do anything to save the soul that has gotten lost be
cause of the home congregation's sinful neglect. 

It does us little good to evangelize the world if we do 
not then spend effort in keeping the saved saved. There 
are lodges and secret orders that help and pass along 
their members as they travel. Should the church be less 
effective? 

It has always been a marvel to me at the lack of con
cern that parents have who send their children to the 
University of Texas. Our experience has been just 
about the same as that mentioned in the above letter. 
We get many letters requesting help, but we get them 
months or years after the students have come to the 
university and "fallen into the wrong kind of com
pany." Someone else is always to blame. 

Churches whose members come to the university 
owe it to their own members to let the churches in Aus
tin know that they a:r;e coming. And the same is true 
for any other situation. College campuses are not the 
only places where we are neglecting our duty. We could 
stop a lot of the "drain-out" with very little time and 
effort. When people change communities it is a very 
dangerous time in their spiritual lives, and as mobile as 
our society has become, there are a lot of Christians 
changing communities. 

When Paul traveled, and when his brethren traveled, 
he wrote letters to churches letting them know, and 
making it plain that he expected his brethren to be 
taken care of, and to "set forth on their journey." This 
neglected Christian principle, if practiced, would save 
more brethren from being lost than we will baptize in 
the next year. 

A little thoughtfulness, and a show of concern, is all 
that is needed. It costs so little and means so much. Who 
is better qualified to introduce strangers to a new 
community than the friends and brethren who knew 
them so well? 
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A . .J. HOOVER 

Once upon a time there was a small college in Bagdad, Iraq, 
called Bagdad Islamic College or, as it was affectionately known 
to students and alumni-BIC. This little school had a publicly 
announced commitment to the historic Islamic faith but it was 
also trying to be very respectable and very academic at the same 
time. It wanted to keep on affirming in its catalogue and its pub
lications, "There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his 
prophet." 

But alas, BIC also wanted to become accredited and to break 
into the prestigious Palm League Schools of the Arab bloc. It 
wanted to train its students to think for themselves, to be in
tellectually respected in the world, to be enlightened Muslims. 

One year it happened that there was an opening in the theology 
department of BIC. The administration sought out a well-known 
academically-respected Islamic scholar named Omar Kfir. Omar 
had a doctorate from a Palm League school and was considered 
somewhat of an expert on the fife of Mohammed and his teach
ings. The administration neglected, however, to ask him the 
proper questions when they hired him. They inquired only into a 
few minor points of regional interest and neglected to probe into 
the basic beliefs of Islam. He got on the faculty and began his 
courses on Mohammed and various aspects of Islamic theology 
and history. 

It didn't take long for the college to find out that they had 
hired a "liberal" Muslim, one who held to some unorthodox posi
tions. The administration had just assumed that all scholars on 
Mohammed were good Muslims. They soon found out that Omar 
held some very radical views on Mohammed and Islam. In his 
classes Omar emphasized the various "lives of Mohammed" and 
dramatized the disagreement and confusion among the various 
theories of the Prophet's life. He was constantly discussing "the 
problem of the historical Mohammed," something that deeply 
disturbed his devout Muslim students. 

Once, in a rare moment of candor, Omar slipped and suggested 
to an upper division seminar that Mohammed might have been 
mistaken in his idea that he was a special messenger of Allah. 
He admitted that the Christians and Jews had an interesting 
hypothesis when they suggested that the Prophet was simply an 
epileptic. However be always emphasized that Mohammed was a 
good, moral man no matter which view one took of his claims. On 

a field trip to Medina Omar talked in his sleep and let slip the 
statement that Mohammed was really a. charlatan and the Koran 
was half compiled from the Bible and the other half the ravings 
of a fanatic. 

Meanwhile the administrators of BIC were perplexed over 
what to do with Omar. In three years be bad tenure and they 
couldn't dismiss him without a small flap among the faculty and 
students. Worse, dismissal would make the little school, strug
gling so hard to be accepted by the big Arab Palm League schools, 
look like a bunch of red-necked Koran-hangers, like a low-desert 
Koran school. 

The top administrators of BIC were split two different ways 
over the case of Omar Kfir the 'lying liberal," as they called 
him. One group that thought the academic commitment was par
amount said by all means keep him. The other group that felt 
the religious commitment was paramount said dismiss him. The 
religious group argued that be bad lied either when be came to 
BIC or later on, because be (knowing the publically announced 
position of the school), should have informed the administration 
of his divergent views. 

Many wealthy parents got into the act and complained that 
their children's faith in Mohammed bad been shattered by this 
liberal teacher who supposedly had been hired to promote the 
Islamic faith. The administration was really caught in a dilem
ma. It couldn't afford to anger either the academic or the 
religious group. 

Finally, they compromised on Omar and decided to keep him 
at BIC. The argument that swayed the committee devoted to 
his problem was that he bad tenure. To dismiss a tenured 
faculty ·member would have brought upon them the wrath and 
censure of the AAUP, the Arabian Association of University 
Professors. 

The administration placated the religious group by taking 
Omar off all the courses on Mohammed and Islamic theology. 
They gave him a seminar on the history of the Kaaba Stone and 
on Wind Patterns in the Empty Quarter, plus a graduate prac
ticum in the varieties of camel tracks. All this gave him a full 
load, which ·pleased the Dean and Business Manager greatly. 

Abilene Christian University, A:bilene, Texs '79699 

3 [659] 



A Preacher in the White House (1) 
.JERRY RUSHFORD 

The Restoration Movement originated on the American frontier 
(1804-1809) in a period of religious enthusiasm and ferment. The 
first leaders of the movement deplored the numerous divisions 
in the church and urged the unity of all Christians through a 
restoration of New Testament Christianity. Protestantism. had 
gone astray, they felt, and the "denominations" must be directed 
back to primitive Christianity. They generally conceived that this 
would be possible if everyone would wear the name "Christian" or 
Disciple" and return to the Biblical pattern of the New Testa
ment church in doctrine, worship, and practice. 

Those two ideas-the restoration of New Testament Christian
ity and the reunion of all Christians-became a distinctive 
"plea," and unceasingly, in season and out of season, they pene
trated the frontier with their appeal. They called their efforts 
the "Restoration Movement" or the "Current Reformation" and 
saw themselves as participants in a movement within the existing 
churches aimed at eliminating all sectarian divisions. 

The members of the Restoration Movement accepted the Bible 
r as the absolute and final authority in religion, and they be

lieved that an intelligent investigation of that source would 
result in the discovery of truth. An early motto was; 'We 
speak where the Bible speaks, and we are silent where the 
Bible is silent." With unabashed zeal they waged war on all 
human religious creeds and pleaded with all men to take "the 
Bible as the only sure guide to Heaven." 

Of the two main streams of the movement, one was led by 
Barton W. Stone of Lexington, Kentucky, and the other by 
Alexander Campbell of Bethany, Virginia (now West Virginia). 
Of the two, priority in time belongs to Stone. In the summer of 
1804 he left the Presbyterian Church to become part of an 
independent movement of "Christian Churches." Having re
nounced the name "Presbyterian" as sectarian, these churches 
agreed henceforth to call themselves "Christians." In a short 
time Stone had become the acknowledged leader, and the move
ment began to enjoy a rapid growth in the states of Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana and Tennessee. 

In 1809 the Campbells, unaware of Stone's movement, severed 
their ties with the Presbyterian Church and formed their own 
independent movement. They called themselves "Reformers" 
or "Disciples," and for nearly eighteen years (1813-1830) they 
had a tenuous relationship with Regular Baptists. In 1823 Camp
bell founded his first monthly, the Christian Baptist, and for 
seven years he used it to gain followers among the Baptists 
of western Pennsylvania, Ohio, western Virginia and Kentucky. 
Through the pages of this paper Campbell exposed sectarian
ism and pleaded for the "restoration of the ancient order of 
things." 
D~fficulties of travel and communication, the two 

~s criss-crossed on the frontier and gradually became 
aware of one another. When Stone and Campbell met in 1824, 
they recognized that the principles of Christians and Disciples 
were strikingly similar. These similarities paved the way for 
a future merger of the two restoration movements. 
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Meanwhile, the Campbell movement had experienced a posi
tive reception among the Mahoning Baptist Association churches 
on the Western Reserve. Through the evangelistic efforts of 
Walter Scott in 1827-1830, the Western Reserve became 'the prin
cipal theatre" of the Disciples. Scott"s preaching contained a 
sharply defined "gospel plan of salvation." If man would confess 
his faith in Christ, repent of his sins and be baptized into 
Christ, God would respond by remitting man's sins and granting 
him the gifts of the Holy Spirit and eternal life. This message 
resulted in a great revival which so transformed the associa
tion that it dissolved itself out of existence and was absorbed 
by the Disciple movement. That ended the seventeen year mar
riage with the Baptists and freed Campbell's "Disciples" to 
come together with Stone's "Christians." 

In 1830 Campbell changed the name of his paper to the 
Millennial Hwrbinger, which reflected this optimistic faith that 
a golden age for Christianity was dawning. A number of con
sultation meetings between the leaders of Christians and Dis
ciples in 1831 led to a large unity meeting at Lexington, Ken
tucky, on January 1, 1832, in which both groups agreed that 
they should unite. Since neither group recognized an ecclesias
tical authority above the local church, actual union could only 
be accomplished by going to the congregations and urging 
them to unite. This was accomplished on a broad scale, and 
it was estimated that the united Campbell-Stone movement 
probably had over 20,000 members in 1832. 

The American religious movement which resulted from the 
Campbell-Stone merger never agreed on an exclusive name. 
Campbell preferred "Disciples of Christ," whereas Stone had 
an attachment to "Christian Church.'' In some localities the 
name "Church of Christ" had been widely used by members of 
both groups. Throughout most of the nineteenth century all three 
of these names were accepted and used interchangeably. 

Between 1832 and 1860 the Restoration Movement multiplied 
from 20,000 to 200,000 and became history's "gr~atest religious 
movement of peculiarly American origin." This acceleration con
vinced many members of the church of the righteousness of their 
cause. Undoubtedly James A. Garfield exaggerated when he 
wrote in 1855: "The cause in which we are engaged must take 
the world," but he was not alone. Many overly optimistic mem
bers of the church saw their rapid growth as an indication that 
in time they would conquer the nation if not the world.. 

By 1880 the Restoration Movement had emerged as one of 
the six largest religious bodies in America. It was estimated 
that the movement encompassed more than 600,000 baptized 
believers. In that same year of 1880, the movement received 
a national recognition and prestige which it had never before 
enjoyed. This occurred when one of its former preachers, 
James A. Garfield, was elected President of the United States. 
In the next article, we will examine the relationship of James 
A. Garfield to the Restoration Movement. 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 
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Does a Faithful Christian Have To Ask God for Forgiveness 
In Order To Be Forgiven? LARRY ARNoLo 

INTRODUCTION: 
A man who is a faithful Christian, a 

worker in the vineyard of the Lord, a good 
family man, and a soul winner, is driving 
down the road in his car. A careless motor
ist pulls out in front of him and briefly 
the man thinks "That stupid *&#! driver." 
His car immediately smashed into the other 
and his life is ended. On the other hand 
an unfaithful Christian is lying on his sick 
bed near death. Before dying he prays, 
'Forgive me for my many sins." Now, the 
question: of the two men who will be 
saved-one of them, both of them, or nei
ther of them? Why? 

A typical worship assembly for many 
churches follows a pattern similar to this: 
an opening prayer is said requesting God 
to "forgive us our many sins." During 
communion forgiveness is asked for twice, 
as well as before the offering. During the 
closing prayer, forgiveness is requested for 
the fifth time. Didn't God hear us the first 
time? Or perhaps we should be considering 
the basis upon which God grants forgive
ness. Does a faithful Christian have to ask 
God for forgiveness in order to receive it? 

Setting aside a discussion of non-Chris
tians and unfaithful Christians, let's con
sider the laws of pardon for faithful Chris
tians. To believe that a faithful Christian 
must continuously ask for forgiveness in 
order to be forgiven, makes the asking a 
condition of salvation. If asking is a con
dition of salvation, surely the Bible would 
point this out. Does the Bible clearly 
teach this? 

After briefly considering some back
ground material, examination will be made 
of several different scriptures used to 
teach that a person must continually ask 
for forgiveness in order to remain for
given. These scriptures will be studied to 
see if they support this teaching. Certain
ly we would have to admit that if the New 
Testament does not teach that a faithful 
Christian has to ask for forgiveness in 
order to be forgiven, then it is wrong to 
uphold this belief. FORGIVENESS IS 
BASED UPON WHAT JESUS HAS AL
READY DONE FOR US: 

"Without shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness" (Heb. 9:22). "But in those 
sacrifices there is a remainder of sins year 
by year. For it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Heb. 
10:3-4). "By this will we have been sanc
tified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest 
stands daily ministering and offering time 
after time the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins; but he, having of
fered one sacrifice for sins for all time 
sat down at the right hand of God, waiting 
from that time onward until his enemies 
be made a footstool for his feet. For by 
one offering he has perfected for all time 
those who are sanctified" (Reb. 10 :10-14). 
When Jesus died, man's point of view of 
forgiveness shifted. Before the cross men 
Ioked forward to redemption: for them the 
remission of sins was in anticipation of 
the perfect sacrifice. However, after the 
cross man began looking back to it when 

he sought salvation. The verses above 
clearly illustrate how the cross became 
the focal point of God's plan to redeem 
man. At one time, Jesus offered himself 
for the forgiveness of man's sins for all 
time. Today, since we live after the cross, 
we do not look forward to forgiveness, but 
back to his blood offering. 

Inherent in this idea is the fact that a 
person must come to Jesus to obtain for
giveness. Jesus has made salvation avail
able to us; it is our responsibiilty to go to 
him to receive it. When a person comes to 
Jesus to be forgiven, he is forgiven on the 
basis of what Jesus did for him near 2,000 
years ago. The death, burial, and resurrec
tion is the focal point of the Bible. For
giveness pivots on the shedding of Jesus' 
blood. Forgiveness is based upon what 
Jesus has already done for us. 

THE CHRISTIAN BEFORE GOD 
ALREADY FORGIVEN: 

Because of their familiarity, we often 
miss the impact of some of our favorite 
scriptures. When studying forgiveness, no
tice carefully the verb tenses. "For He 
delivered (past, aorist tense) us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred (past, 
aorist tense) us to the kingdom of His be
loved Son, in whom we have (present tense, 
"now have") 'l'edemption, the forgiveness 
of sins (Col. 1:12-14). "In whom we have 
{present tense, "now have") 'l'edemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of His 
grace, which He lavished (past, aorist 
tense) upon us." {Eph. 1:7-Sa) As Chris
tians we stand before God, not waiting 
to be forgiven, but already forgiven. 

Many other verses could be used to 
show that a Christian is presently in a for
given state. Only when the future possi
bility of committing sins is being consid
ered is forgiveness talked about in the 
future. If God has given us the gift of 
forgiveness, He has given the gift. This 
is why the Bible can declare, "And the 
witness is this, that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son" (I 
J n. 5:11). God gives the Christian forgive
ness, it is not something he must strive to 
someday possess. Since our forgiveness is 
based upon what Jesus has already done 
for us, and as Christians we stand before 
God already forgiven, why should we ask 
for what God has already given? Don't we 
believe he's forgiving us when he says 
he is? 
CONFESSING OUR SINFULNESS: 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" 
(I Jn 1:9). As we consider this verse, let's 
first note that nothing is said about asking 
God for forgiveness. In context John has 
just explained that an imperfect Christian, 
who is walking in the light, has the con
tinual cleansing O'I the blood of Jesus. The 
writer is contrasting a person who claims 
sinless perfection (as in the immediate 
surrounding verses), with a person willing 
to admit he is a sinner. 

The word "confess," homolegeo, means 

an acknowledgement. The way this word, 
and its various forms, are used some thirty 
times in the New Testament, it is clear 
that the wor:d has nothing to do with ask
ing God for forgiveness. Instead it means 
to make a profession, a declaration. In con
text John is saying that a Christian who 
admits he sins can be sure he is forgiven; 
God is trustworthy and righteous, and the 
Christian can be assured of forgiveness. 
This is in contrast to a person claiming he 
doesn't sin, and thereby is lying and mak
ing God a liar. 

This verse says nothing about asking 
God for forgiveness, and we must be care
ful not to pull this verse out of context or 
twist the meaning of "confess" to make it 
mean what we want it to mean and not 
what it actually means. 
FORGIVING AS WE HAVE 
BEEN FORGIVEN: 

Forgiveness hinges on the cross. Per
haps nothing better illustrates this than 
the prayer Jesus gave his disciples. Jesus 
prayed, "Forgive 'U8 our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors" (Matt. 6:12). 
Jesus prayed, "Forgive us, as we forgive 
others." Does Jesus still want us to pray 
in this exact manner? 

Consider how Jesus' words before the 
cross have been restated after the cross: 
"And be kind to one another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God 
in Christ also has forgiven you" (Eph. 
4:32). "Bearing with one another, .and 
forgiving each other, whoever has a com
plaint against any one; just as the Lord 
forgave you, so also should you" (Col. 8:-
18). Whereas Jesus prayed before the 
cross, "forgive us, as we have forgiven 
others," after the cross Paul said, "As you 
have been forgiven, forgive others." When 
we recognize our forgiveness (when we 
deserve hell), it is easier to forgive others. 
By looking back to the cross, where Jesus 
died for our forgiveness, we can forgive 
others. 

Some might wonder why Jesus would 
pray in the manner he did in the model 
prayer. We need to keep in mind that at 
that time forgiveness was still in the fu
ture; man still looked forward to the cross. 
In the same prayer Jesus prayed for the 
'kingdom to come," however we know that 
the kingdom has come. It is as inappropri
ate to apply the future forgiveness clause 
in Christ's model prayer as it is to apply 
the future kingdom clause. Today, man 
lives after the cross, he lives in God's 
kingdom now and he enjoys God's forgive
ness now. 
UNFAITHFUL CHRISTIANS NEED 
TO REPENT AND PRAY FOR 
FORGIVENESS: 

There is a Bible example of an un
faithful Christian who was commanded to 
repent and pray for forgiveness. After of
fering to buy the gift of God with money, 
Simon was told, "May your silver perish 
with you because you thought you could 
obtain the gift of God with money! You 
have not part or portion in this matter, 
for your hearl is not right beiore God. 
Therefore repent of this thy wickedness of 
yours and pray the Lord that if possible, 
the intention of your heart may ~ for
given you. For I see that you are m the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Another Look at Acts 20:28-31 
CHARLES HODGE 

Elders in the Church are much like women in life, "You 
cannot live with them or without them!" Small Churches excuse 
themselves by saying, 'If we only had elders." Established 
Churches ex~use themselves, "If we could only get rid of our 
elders." This demonstrates our naive idealism. Elderships are 
invariably evaluated too high or too low. Elders are men not 
gods. Elders are not inspired like apostles. Elders are frail 
human beings like the rest of us. They deserve our love, respect, 
prayers, and cooperation. They are not scapegoats to be blamed 
for all Church mistakes. They are not punching bags for 
neurotic brethren. Good elders deserve double honor. The con
gregations owes much to dedicated elders. Great elders are 
worthy of all the honor we can give them. 

Elders Have Responsibility I Authority 
Local congregations are made up of people; people com

prise a unit in society. It is nonsense to imagine any group 
without responsible leaders. Leaderless units will not work at 
business, at play, or at the Church! Someone is running the 
Church! Peter told elders to "take the oversight." If they don't 
someone will! Paul called for the elders of the Church. He did 
not call for preachers, deacons, women, teens, or editors! His 
charge for the Church was addressed to elders. God's trust is 
given elders! If you think elders make mistakes then turn 
Churches over to preachers, business meetings, cliques, women! 
"Catastrophe city!" God's plan is best! Our text says that 
the Holy Spirit makes elders overseers! 

Evaluation Time 
All personnel, projects, and goals in Churches must be evalu

ated. Evaluation/review begins with the leadership. "So goes 
the leadership so goes the Church." Zealous Church workers 
for a time may exceed their leadership but this is temporary and 
futile. There has always been a reluctance to evaluate among 
us. New projects are rejected because change is resented. Obso
lete methods have become orthodoxy-yea "sacred cows." Each 
congregation ought to use the best methods to fulfill God's 
desires for them. Our brotherhood too long has been too filled 
with "copy cats." Honesty and objectivity in evaluation have 
too long been rejected or neglected. 

Paul commands elders to 'take heed unto yourselves." This 
is not personal introspection. Personal introspection, although 
scriptural, is limited and usually blind. The worst elders are 
usually totally blind to themselves. Elders are to "heed them
selves" exactly like they are to "heed all the flock." Elders are 
to evaluate (police) themselves. This is so simply, so elementary! 
Elders that cannot handle fellow elders cannot handle members! 
Extensive disrespect for elders is caused in a main degree by 
incompetent elders! Tyrannical, dictatorial, incompetent elders 
become entrenched. The local Church is strangled. Preachers 
come and go like revolving doors. Church workers are demor-
~~~ called for the elders. This means elders can be 

~~~~~ c!a~ged, called down, yea removed. H. Leo Boles said, 
"Elders that were appointed can be disappointed." The pri
mary responsibility for correcting ·bad elders is given to good 
elders! When they fail, "You get trouble." A preacher can call 
down sinful elders (1 Tim. 5:19, 20), but if he is not fired the 
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church proba:bly will be split. Members can "recall" those se
lected. But this, too, means division. Elders must first give 
account for elders! No man, no group of men has the right 
to harm/hinder the Church. Why should any Church be forced 
to tolerate bad elders? Elders must earn the right to lead. 

Changes That Must Be Made 
"Once an elder always an elder.'' Elders, like Supreme Court 

judges, do not have a lifetime job. Only qualified men can 
become elders; only qualified men can remain elders. "Would 
I be selected again, today?" "Am I presently qualified?" Mem
bers have never been commanded to follow ·unqualified elders. 
This is no joking matter. Elders are to be the solution not the 
problem. "You know how he is," is a copout! Diotrephes is no 
laughing matter! Must it take a 'successful funeral" to correct 
an eldership? When Satan gets the eldership he has the 
Church. "Let John do his eldering'' is sacrilege! Elders are 
to lead but not lord. The eldership is not a reward/award. It 
is not the "highest honor" in the Church. To be an elder does 
not mean one has arrived. Re-read our text. Some elders work 
harder at remaining elders than growing as Christians. De
fensive elders become more and more dictatorial. It is easier 
to put them in than take them out. 

"Sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander." Elders are not 
exempt from their standards. An incompetent peracher must be 
fired; a bad teacher must resign; bad elders must repent or 
quit! If a preacher needs to move because he has lost his 
effectiveness so should an elder! Imagine having the "Other 
Son in Luke 15" or the "Pharisee in Luke 18" to be elders! 
Elders that are not eldering should quit! People cannot love 
those they fear. 

"Elders are decision makers.'' Listen to our public prayers, 
"Give our preachers a long life and help our elders make de
cisions.'' Elders who have quit doing anything else as elders 
will still show up to make decisions! Some will hang on to 
this_. If 99% of the Church wanted them to resign they still 
would not! 

"Elders are servants not bosses." This is the root of the 
problem. POWER/ The love of power is the love of self. People 
wish to control other people. Jesus simply said, "It will not 
be so among you (Mark 10). Elders serve members; members 
do not serve elders! Elders are not to be interested in "being 
over" but "servanthood." This is usually totally overlooked. 
Acts 20 finds Paul rehearsing his ministry-one of service. 
Servant deacons will become servant elders ! The crux is service. 

Any man who "runs for the office of elder" must never be 
elected! But servants are usually oblivious to the office. We 
usually select from the wrong group! No man has earned the 
right to run the Church. God makes elders and deacons but not 
popes! Never give little men power. Power-hungry men will 
work to stamp out opposition-then the Church is at their 
mercy! 

Conclusion 
The great apostasy carne from the eldership not the pulpit! 

It was true then; it is true now. Guard the eldership and you 
will preserve the Church. Lose the eldership and the Church 
is gone. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 14, 1980 



Fellowship, a Sign of Discipleship (2) 

WET PAINT 
A sign we often see is "Wet Paint." This 

is a sign that has to do with touch. Its 
purpose is to keep one from touching some
thing because it has been freshly painted. 
Essentially, it is a "Do Not Touch" sign. 
However, there's something mysterious 
about that sign. Seemingly no one is able 
to believe it. We think to ourselves. "The 
sign is lying to us." or "That was put up 
there three days ago." If you wanted to 
have people touch a wall you could put 
up a sign which reads, "Touch This Wall" 
and no one would. But, if you put up a 
sign which reads, "Wet Paint," a thousand 
people will touch it! We have many "Wet 
Paint" children. The only way to -get them 
to do something is to tell them not to! It 
is a sign which says "Don't touch," yet, 
at the same time invites us to touch. 

There are many "Wet Paint" Christians
There are Christians that say to you, 
"Don't touch," but what they mean is, 
"Please do!" There are many people who 
are not cut out to be the boss. They are 
just too kind and nice. Occasionally, one 
of these gets to the top. Because he is the 
boss he has to put on a show. He has to 
appear to be hard to touch even though 
he isn't. We talk about people who are 
a "tough nut to crack," meaning if we 
could only get through the shell. 

Perhaps, this particular sign describes 
most Christians most of the time. For 
whatever the reason we wear these "Wet 
Paint" signs. Inwardly we want real, 
meaningful fellowship, but we put up a 
barrier that keeps others out of our lives. 
Did you ever have a problem that really 
bothered you, a problem you wanted to 
share with someone, but you didn't dare? 
It would make you look weak or you didn't 
want others to know that you had such a 
problem. Thus, you put one of-these "Wet 
Paint" signs on. You say to others, "Don't 
touch," while you inwardly cry, "Please 
do." All of us have worn this sign at 
times. Sadly, though, maybe we do most 
of the time. Have we truly laid down the 
barriers that keep us from drawing as 
close to one another as we should and 
need to? 

"HANDLE WITH CARE" 
Another sign that we often see is 

"Handle With Care." This sign is usually 
attached to a package with something 
fragile inside. There are basically two 
reasons why one would put this label on 
a package. First, because the item is frag
ile and may break. It is so fragile that 
ordinary handling would be too rough. 
You are asking that special care be given 
to the package. Second, it may be the item 
is strong enough for ordinary handling 
but it will not tolerate anything above 
ordinary handling. If it were handled nor
mally it would make it. But, the slightest 
bit of roughness would break. the item. So 
you put the warning on the package. You 
do not want special care but you want to 
avoid rough handling. 

CHARLES S. YOUNG 

This is a sign of the fellowship within 
the church. Some Christians have "Handle 
With Care" signs on them. The sign has 
been put there either by the Christian him
self, or perhaps by others in the church. 
This is a scriptual sign. This is a sign of 
fellowship that we need in the church. In 
Romans 15:1-2 when Paul said, "We who 
are strong ought to bear with the failings 
of the weak . . ." he essentially said that 
we should "Handle With Care" some of our 
brethren. In Chapter 14, in talking about 
the strong-weak relationship he warns. 
"Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the 
work of God." Again, he essentially says 
"Handle With Care." In a parallel situa
tion in 1 Corinthians 8 Paul writes, 
"Therefore, if food is a cause of my broth
er's falling, I will never eat meat, lest 
I cause my brother to fall." Paul teaches 

· he is going to "Handle With Care" some 
of his brothers and sisters in Christ. 

This is not a situation that we like to 
see in the church. We do not like to see 
a church full of weak brethren. But, it 
is a situation that is always going to 
ea;ist. The weak brethren Paul wote about 
were not weak by choice. Hopefully, they 
would not always be weak. One day they 
will mature and throw off that "Handle 
With Care" sign. When they do, how
ever, there will be others wearing it, such 
as the "babe in Christ." 

This is a positive sign of Christian fel
lowship! It is great that others both in 
and out of the church realize that we take 
special care of some of our brethren. we·· 
admire family loyalty. We admire fami
lies that stick together. It is good to see 
big brother help little brother, the strong 
brother help the weak. Others seeing that 
kind of love in the family of God will De 
drawn to it. We need this sign in the 
church. We need to give. special care to 
some and avoid rough handling of others. 
We need to "Handle With Care"! 

"TOUCH ME" 
Another sign that we sometimes see is 

that which reads, 'Touch Me." One al
ways sees this sign on things where the 
feel is important. What is it that is at
tractive about a big teddy bear? It in
vites you to touch it. If you go to buy a 
new car and the salesman sees you're hav
ing trouble making up your mind he's 
going to say to you, "Sit behind the wheel. 
Why don't you take it for a drive?" He 
is going to get you to touch it. 

Isn't this the kind of fellowship that 
we need in the church? Isn't this the kind 
of sign we need to wear as Christians? 
The fellowship we create in the church 
should cry out to others, "TOUCH ME." 
We need to create a fellowship that is 
irresistible. We need to create a fellow
ship that invites others to touch us. 

This is one of the reasons the early 
church grew so quickly. The fellowship 
of the early church, invited others. Read 
Acts 2 and one is impressed by the fellow-

ship that existed. Verse 42 says they 
devoted themselves to "fellowship." Verse 
45 says they sold their possessions to care 
for the poor. Verse 46 says they met daily 
together and shared meals. That fellow
ship cried to others, "Touch Mel". The 
fellowship we live and practice should in
vide others to come and touch it too. If 
our fellowship is not inviting then there is 
something missing in the WaY we are 
touching one another. 

"REACH OUT AND TOUCH 
SOMEONE" 

One last sign that describes well the 
fellowship that is in Christ and should 
be in the church is the Bell Telephone 
advertisement, "Reach out, reach out and 
touch someone." All of us have seen these 
ads. Perhaps we even catch ourselves 
singing the catchy tune. The commer
cials are well done and certainly the mes
sage is a message of fellowship. 

"Reach out and touch someone" should 
be the message of fellowship the church 
communicates. In 1 Thessalonians 1:8 
Paul writes, 'So, being affectionately de
sirous of you, we were ready to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but 
also ou'l" own selves, because you had be-
come very dear to us." So often we for- ~ 
get to share a little bit of our selves. 
When we think of teaching others we 
think of sharing the gospel of Christ. 
We need to condition ourselves to also 
sharing the fellowship we have in Christ. 
Paul teaches us to not only reach out with 
the gospel of Christ but to reach out with 
our "selves" as well. The best evangelis-
tic efforts do this. Our fellowship in 
Christ is a means of reaching out to the 
lost! Our fellowship is a sign of our dis
cipleship. 

The most important thing to notice 
about this last sign is the di'l"ection of the 
reach. The fellowship that says "Touch 
Me" is that which invites others in. It 
is a fellowship that is tempting and draws 
men to it. Reaching out though is a fel
lowship of the opposite direction. It does 
not draw people to it, but reaches out to 
the ·people. We see this fellowship in 
Christ. Jesus both drew people to him 
and reached out to the people. Many peo
ple would have never been touched by 
Jesus if he did not reach out to them. 
For our fellowship to be complete it must 
be a "double direction fellowship." 

Our fellowship is a sign of our dis
cipleship. Signs that we see every day 
describe well the fellowship that does 
exist in the church. We need to be aware 
that what others see and read in us is 
inviting or turning them away from 
Christ. We need to realize that our fel
lowship can be one of the most effect1ve 
tools we have for reaching out to the 
lost. 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, 
Michigan 49601. 
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Participation in the Political Process CARROLL B. ELLIS 

"Don't vote!" "Keep out of politics." 
"You have stepped down by talking about 
who should be president 1" All of these 
and many more statements are hurled as 
we take part in the political process. Un
der the mistaken idea of Separation of 
Church and State we have been gagged. 
What does 'the First Amendment say? 

The First Amendment of the Consti
tution says that "Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibting the free exercise 
thereof, or to abridge freedom of speech 
or of the press, or the right of the peo
ple peaceable to assemble and to pe
tition for· a redress of grievances." 
As you can see, there is no mention of 

separation of church and state. Separa
tion of Church and State is a catch word 
the liberals have used for years to keep 
Bible believing people from taking stands 
on moral issues. The fact that we are pri
marily concerned with rebuilding lives and 
searching for souls has allowed our en
emies to blind us to what they have been 
doing all along and what we should have 
been doing. 

The National Council of Churches of 
Christ (certainly no relationship to the 
church to which I belong) has paid lob
byists in Washintgon, D.C. and has taken 
dogmatic stands on gun control, Salt. II, 
against capital punishment, and agamst 
voluntary prayer in schools. You name it, 
they have taken positions. Generally, 
these ·positions are dictated by a human
istic leaning and not dictated by an au
thoritative view of the Bible. 

Speak for Values . 
They believe they can speak for thetr 

moral values, but they want to tell us 

we can't speak for ours. When we speak 
for ours, people like the National Council 
of Churches want to yell that we are 
mixing church and state. As much as I 
might disagree with some of their posi
tions, they are citizens in a democracy 
and have a right to take whatever posi
tions they desire. 

The First Amendment was written so 
there would be no established church in 
America as the Church of England had 
been in England. It was not saying that 
there was to be a separation of State and 
God, or separation of God and morality. 
In fact, the religious overtones of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Con
stitution are plain to see. 

It is our responsibiltiy as Bible be
lievers to speak against evil wherever it 
is found. We cannot compromise when the 
government is trying to reduce people 
to accept a state of immorality as natural. 
No matter what the Supreme Court, the 
National Organization for Women, 
Planned Parenthod might say, "Right
eousness exalted a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people." The strength 
of America has been her righteousness, 
in her walk with God. When morals erode, 
nations erode. 

Not Reciprocal 
The Bill of Rights itself was composed 

to keep the government as an entity fr~m 
intruding into the private lives of tts 
citizens. It is important to note that the 
Bill of Rights is not a reciprocal agree
ment. For example, while the govern
ment is not to interfere in what is pub
lished by the press, the press is not pro-

( Continued on page 12) 

Mayan Breakthrough Continues RICHARD RHEINBOLT 

The Mayan peoples, numbering ove~ 4 a living growing coffee and bananas. 
million, have inhabited Southern Mextco They squeeze out an ~xistence on com
and Northern Guatemala since before the munal lands (which they cannot sell); 
time of Christ. The Mayan are divided and the amount of land available for each 
into 26 different language groups; the family decreases as the population in
majority of Mayans prefer reading, pray- creases. So over population exists and 
ing and singing in their own tongue, food shortage is evident. It is a very 
rather than Spanish, the national Ian- needy area of Guatemala. 
guage. The Clinica Cristiana has been offered 

The Quiche are the largest of the Ian- an opportunity by the community leaders 
guage groups. Since 1970 there has been (Catholics and pagans) to open up a more 
a mission team supported by Churches of intense effort in this area. The total 
Christ working and praying toward evan- population is over 25,000. Less than one 
gelization of the Quiche speakers. Prog- per cent of the people are Protestant. It 
ress has been slow, but during the past is basically a pagan community. But, 
2 years the Lord has been blessing the there are no evangelists, agriculturists, 
team's efforts. nurses, physician's assistants, doctors, lab 

This past Sunday in a thrilling seryice technicians nor nutritionists to staff the 
in Xejuyup Brother Manuel, a Qutche center. 
speaker who helps in the Clinica Cristiana Would you join us in prayer as to how 
mobile clinic in the area, along with sev- we should respond to this open door? 
eral other Clinic staff members baptized Would you pray for evangelists who are 
into Christ seventeen Quiche Indians in willing to walk the mountain trails and 
the sparkling waters of a mountain endure the rain and cold to share the Good 
stream surrounded by the lush green News inside the mud-floor huts? Would 
tropical foliage. Now, there are seventeen you pray for medical workers willing to 

6r"WWrShippers existing in Xejuyup. learn Quiche; the key to meeting the 
Quiche Brethren are sharing the physical and spiritual needs of these 

_ sp with their neighbors and seek our proud, industrious people who are with-
- help to improve their knowledge of the out health care and without Christ? 

Word and their physical well-being. Would you pray for agriculturists, who 
The Mayan people in this area make will work alongside these men who carry 
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Religious Adolescence 
JOHN .J. WRIGHT 

Adolescence is a tough period of our 
lives. It's a time of adjustment between 
childhood and adulthood. A time of search
ing for values and meaning to life. It's a 
time when we are being freed from the 
apron strings and fences of our parents 
to explore on our own and establish our 
own boundaries. And, for most of us it's 
a time to feel "all grown up" and that we 
"have all the answers" to the questions 
that have puzzled mankind from the foun
dation of the world. 

Often during this period of transition 
we are so glad to be out from under the 
rules and restrictions of our parents that 
we run wild! We stop everything we were 
made to do before. We try everything 
we've been forbidden. Life without par
ental mandates becomes anarchy. 
"Everything is permissible now!" 

Fortunately, most of us grow beyond 
adolescence to become mature, responsible 
adults. As we age beyond those confident 
days our answers to the world's greatest 
questions become blurred with newly dis
covered facts. Memories of our brash ar
rogance make . us blush, as does the im
maturity of our former lawlessness. No! 
We have not retreated again to the se
curity of our parents' apron strings. But, 
rather, we have developed a value system 
of our own. We are now motivated to do 
or not to do ... be or not be ... because 
of a sense of "ought" and responsibility 
that comes from within. It is true, "par
ental" discipline is a thing of the past. 
Yet, the self-discipline that now proclaims 
itself in our lives is our greatest testi
mony of MATURITY. 

Many of us who have cast aside the 
shackles of legalism in religion bear the 
telltale signs of adolescence. We declare 
ourselves "all grown up now," unencum
bered by the silly taboos of our fore
fathers. Our awareness that God's new 
covenant is not a list of do's and don'ts 
has launched us on an "anything goes" 
rampage. 

However, it cannot last! Though ado
lescence is a valuable period of life for 
the individual (and the fellowship), we 
cannot afford to camn there forever. Th~ 
time comes for us to move on . . . to 
adulthood . . . and maturity. 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 

the big hoes, to introduce them to new 
and better crops as well as improving the 
present ones. Al!riculturists who will share 
Christ and radiate Him by their concern 
and love? 

Will you contribute to the needs of the 
Clinica Cristiana by joining over one 
hundred individuals and congregations, 
who are alreadv prayin~ and sharing to
ward makin~ the Kin'!dom known among 
the Mayans? Write: Missions Committee, 
Church of Christ, 6149 Leesburg Pike, 
Falls Church, VA, 22041 or directly to 
me. 
Apdo 19. Quejablenjo, 
Guatemale, Central America 
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Leadership in the Church ( 5) 
A True Leader Continues To 

Grow and Grow LEONAHD MULLENS 10 per cent of the people in America have 
Growth is not just an accomplishment; 90 per cent of the wealth because they do 

it is a process. When a leader stops grow- 90 per cent of the thinking. It pays to 
ing, his ability to lead begins to diminish. they were. Remember the preacher who think! Leaders must be readers; men who 
"But grow in the grace and in the knowl- defined the "status quo" by saying that it study. Proper reading fits us for taking 
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" was Greek "for the mess we is in." He- on even greater responsibilities. Reading 
(2 Peter 8:18). brews 5:12 says: "For when for the time allows us to partake of the experiences 

The whole of life consists of change; ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that and the wisdom of others who have 
even the physical body changes as the one teach you again which be the first thought and acted. Let leaders subscribe 
cells are renewed over and over again in a principles of the oracles of God; and are to the Christian publications available to 
lifetime. And it can be dangerous for a become such as have need of milk, and not them, such as the Firm Foundation. Keep 
man in the business world to attain a de- strong meat." You see, these people were in touch with what is happening among 
gree of success, because he may be satis- not growing and so they went backward. the churches all over the world. There are 
fied with that, and he goes no further. An You cannot be a leader when you are no doubt some elders in the churches today 
athlete can win a race, and feel that since going backward, and if you are not grow- who do not even know the name of one 
he is a winner, he does not need to practice ing, you are going backward. single church related publication circulated 
anymore or exercise anymore. This will Therefore a good leader is never sa tis- to inform and help the membership. That is 
always bring total failure and defeat. One fied. He may not be dissatisfied; but he not only sad and tragic; it is also rather 
of our great musicians said that if he is certainly unsatisfied. He wants to grow. stupid! 
failed to practice so many hours a day, When elders do not grow, they will find How can a man be a leader in the Lord's 
when he came to perform, he knew it; and that soon the congregation is out in front church when he has no knowledge of what 
if he failed to practice for two or three of them, trying to pull them along in the congregations among us are doing? When 
days in a row, his audience would also service of the Lord. Good leaders grow! he does not know about missionary ef-
know it! How Can Leaders Grow? forts? When he does not know about train-

Congregations, when their leadership is Men grow when they truly desire to ing series and classes that would benefit 
satisfied with its present accomplishments grow, and cultivate the very habit of not only himself, but as well other mem
-the status quo-wiii begin to die. We growth. Leaders should attend all the hers of the church whom he is supposed to 
have seen this happen in our own experi- training series and classes that they can lead? We should not marvel when groups 
ences and through our own observations. and as much as opportunity presents among us are led astray by wolves in 
We cannot become satisfied! The church itself. sheep's clothing when elders-leaders-do 
at Laodicea was a "satisfied" church and Leaders grow when they think! We need not know the trends in error that are 
did not realize that they were "wretched, to think as we read, and as we observe. H. surrounding all of us on every side! The 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and Leo Boles used to say: "The Bible does not man who leads in the churches must be 
naked" (Rev. 8:17). In their own eyes, need to be read through as much as it informed, or he simply cannot be the kind 
there was nothing they needed (Rev. 8:17). needs to be thought through." Leaders of leader that God wants his people to 
They were satisfied with themselves as must think in order to lead. It is said that have. 

Water and Blood 
The New Testament clearly mandates the necessity of water 

baptism. It is for a believer (Mark 16:15-16) and "unto" or 
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:88). Baptism is a burial in 
water (Acts 8 :86-88) and it is in this action that we "put on 
Christ" (Galatians 8:26-29). Belief changes the heart, repent
ance changes the life and baptism changes our relationship to 
Christ (Romans 6:15). 

Yet those who do not support these truths often counter with 
the charge, "Well, they believe in water, and they just don't 
believe in the blood!" This indictment is totally without foun
dation. To the contrary, one could not believe in the blood of 
Christ, without believing what Jesus taught about water bap
tism. Those who believe all of the Word, believe both. Here's 
why-

Blood sealed the New Testament (will or convenant). "For 
this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins" (Matthew 26 :28). Only those who 
accept the new testament (will of Christ), sealed with his own 
blood, accept the authority of Christ and his teaching. Those 
who believe in the shed blood of Christ, will constantly and 
steadfastly refuse to alter or change any of the plain teachings 
of Jesus. 

The blood of Christ is a vital part of the Lord's supper. 
As the early Christians did, so today, the Lord's church con
tinues to observe the supper of the Lord, for in it we uphold 
the doctrine of the blood. "After the same manner also he took 
the cup, when he had supped saying, This cup is the new testa
ment in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it in remem
brance of me" (I Corinthians 11 :25). It was on the first day 

JACK EXUM 

of the week when the early saints observed this communion 
(Acts 20: 7), and those who really believe in the blood of Christ 
continue to be stedfast in the same practice (Acts 2:42). 

The blood of Cht:ist purchased the church! Now who REALLY 
believes in the blood? Those who claim the church to be unim
portant and non-essential, or those who accept it as the blood
bought body of saved believers. Jesus yes! The church no! is no 
more reasonable than a body without a head (Ephesians 5:28). 
Christ purchased the church with his own blood (Acts 20:28) 
and you can't have one without the other. In fact, the blood 
(purchase price) bought the church (purchased possession) mak
ing them equal in value. If not, then someone was defrauded. 

Water and blood. The scriptures put them together. "Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection" (Romans 6:4-6). Jesus 
shed his blood in his death. We are baptized into his death 
to rise and walk a new life. 

Paul reminds the Romans that they had died to sin (Romans 
6 :1-2) and being dead were buried with Christ. Buying a live 
person, still alive to his own sin and self would make no more 
sense than refusing to bury a man that is dead. _-.,. 

So it is neither water nor blood. It is both, for one predic~ 
and confirmed the other. One purchased the other and bo~~ ~ 
remind us of that sweet moment when we crowned "Jesus as 
Lord." 
P.O. Box 482, Rayston, Georgia 80662 
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LAWRENCE SMITH 

Abilene, Tex.-Lawrence L. Smith, 
former business manager of Abilene 
Christian University, died suddenly Sept. 
9 at 10 :45 p.m. in Colorado City. He was 
76. 

Smith was appointed the business man
ager in 1927 dur ing his juuior year at 
ACU and held that position for 42 years. 
In 1969 he was appointed vice president 
for f inancial affairs, becoming t r easurer 
in 1971. When he r etired in 1972, he was 
named treasurer emeritus. 

During his career , he served as part
time or full-time preacher for more than 
90 congregations, mostly in Texas. He 
was the son of G. Dallas Smith, a preach
er , and the grandson of George Washlng
ton Smith, a lso a gospel preacher. 

Born May 24, 1904 in Weatherford, 
Smith lived in Bardwell, Ky. ; Dyer, F ay-

etville and Murfreesboro, Tenn. He then 
moved back to Texas and in 1922, gradu
ated from hlgh school in Cleburne. 

Smith married Lula Cox, May 31, 1941, 
in Austin. 

Smith-Adams Dormitory is named for 
him and Dean Emeritus Dr. Walter H. 
Adams. 

Survivors include his wife ; three sons, 
Dallas Frank of Denton, Larry and Paul, 
both of Abilene; three daughters, Mrs. 
Curtis (Jo Katherine) Bagley of Fort 
Worth, Lee Ann and Sharon of Abilene; 
three sisters, Lucy Davis and Dede Wad
zeck of San Angelo and Mary Kornegy of 
El Paso; two grandchildren. 

Services were held Sept. 11 in the Uni
versity Church in Abilene with Walter 
H. Adams, Paul Southern and Dr. Stevens 
officiating. 

Reprints of any single page article appea ring 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies~ Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

Located 2112 mi les NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail · 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
7861 1. 

NEED A COMPUTER?? 
We can help congregations and Christian co/leges & schools with 
their computer needs such as: 

Accounting 
Maintaining membership records 
Generate mailing labels 
Word processing for bulletins and letters 
Maintaining evangelism and visitation records 
Computer literacy classes for schools 

By discounting many kinds of microcomputer systems and lending 
necessary support to get you up and running. For more information 
call or write 

OHIO VALLEY ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS, INC. 
1111 Chapline Street, Wheeling, W. Va. 26003 

Phone 304-232-6837 

-
imperial 
CHURCH FURNITURE 

~ . 
Writ e o r call collect (817) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F, Waco, Texas 76710 

emplo&'ees 
0-J= 

c b ar<c bes OJ= c br<Jst 
iosar<.ao ce g r<.oap ., .. 

··~· • 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT .... . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED ..... .. ... .. ... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE .... -.. . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. .. . .. . .. .. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) ... . .. $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. . .. .. .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving tbe Need of Our Brethrm 
Since 1975" 

••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• •• •• •• 
: Sun~y th rough Wednesday Congr.tlona/ : 

..... ~ usiNGING EMPHASIS 11VORKSHOPS" : 
• (550 conducted In thirty atatea from coast to coaat.) • • • • Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • 
• • : 544urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104, Norcross, Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• ••••• •• 
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DOES A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN 
HAVE TO ASK GOD FOR 

FORGIVENESS IN ORDER TO BE 
FORGIVEN? 

(Continued from page 5) 
gall of bitte1-ness and in the bondage of 
iniquity" (Acts 8 :20-23). 

We ar e not told exactly when Simon 
f ell from grace. We can be sure a fair 
amount of time elapsed between Samaria's 
hearing the word, the news r eaching Je
rusalem, and Peter and John arriving in 
Samaria. Though we might not be able to 
pinpoint the exact moment Simon became 
an unfaithful Christian, we can be sure 
he was one by the time Peter rebuked him. 
He was in the "gall of bitterness" ("full 
of bitterness" in the N.I.V.) and in the 
"bondage of iniquity" ("captive to s in" in 
the N.I.V.). Simon was in bondage, but 
not to J esus, but to sin and therefore 
death (Rom. 6: 16). For a person to become 
a Christian he mus t first repent, but Simon 
did not stay repentant. Therefore he had 
to r epent again and pray to enter into the 
fold of safety. 

From t his example it is clear that a 
faithful Christian can sin in such a man
ner as to lose his fo rgiveness. However, 
Acts 8:22 is not a blanket s tatement com
manding even unfaithful Christians to 
pray "God forgive me of my sins." In such 
cases prayer alone is worth less unless ac
companied with repentance. Though this 
rebuke should be carefully considered by 
all in Simon's condition, it does not apply 
to the question, "Does a fwithful Chris
tian have to ask God for forgiveness in 
order to be forgiven?" 
CONCLUSION: 

The book of Acts contains the record 
of the growth and spread of true Chris
tianity; yet in this book we find no rec
ord of faithful Christians ever praying for 
forgiveness. The Corinthian church had 

some hideous sins a nd had to make some 
changes, yet they were never commanded 
to ask for forgiveness. Throughout the 
rest of the epistles to churches, preachers, 
and individuals we do not find examples 
of faithful Christians asking for forgive
ness in spite of sins they often had. 

Did the early Chris tians ever mention 
forgiveness in t heir prayers? Yes, they 
did. But a s tudy of numerous verses as 
I Cor. 1:4, Col. 1:12-14, I Pet. 1:3-5, 
Rom. 7:25-8:1, I Cor. 15:57, Eph. 1:3, I 
Tim. 1:12-17, Heb. 13 :12-15, and I Pet. 
2:9 r eveals the fact that instead of asking 
God for forgiveness the early Clu·istians 
we1·e thanking God and p1'aising God for 
the forgiveness he had g iven them. This 
is in direct contrast to the pleas for mercy 
and forgiveness in the Old Testament 
where man was perpetually seeking for
giveness before the cross. Certainly there 
is a lesson for us to learn! 

This i s not to say a person cannot fall 
from grace, but let's remember that as 
long as a person is in grace, he is in 
grace. A person can leave Jesus, but as 
long as a person is in Jesus he enjoys 
all the blessings of being in him, including 
forgiveness. If we do not have the forgive
ness of s ins in J esus, then why even bother 
being in him? 

Where is the scripture that makes "ask
ing God for forgiveness" a condition of 
salvation? Yes, we must remain repentant, 
sorry for sins, and trying to overcome 
them, but our salvation is not based upon 
our degree of perfection but upon what 
Jesus has already done for us. A sking fo1· 
fo1·giveness is not a condition fo1· salv_atio?t, 
ou1· salvc~tion is dependant upon betng tn 
Jesus. 

If a person sins just previous to dying, 
without having the oppor t unity to ask for 
forgiveness, will the person be saved? ~ill 
an unfaithf ul Christian be saved by JUSt 

~·-- - ·--···_..,_" __ ._,_, __ ,_,_...._,_,,_~·~~~--.~[ 

f CUSHIONS FOR 
I CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 I 

I 
i 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WR ITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535·1801---817/429·1403 

saying a "God forgive me" prayer? The 
answer does not depend upon having said, 
or not said, a prayer. The answer depends 
upon the person's relationship to Jesus. 
We all sin, no person is perfect, but a 
CMistian is fo1·given. 
11026 Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, 
Texas 782:-10 r...,.._.__..._.._....,.._..._. ___ .........,_.., 
~ PEWS ... New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions- Pew Refinishing i 
[ Write or ca ll for free estimate. ~ 

l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. [ 
l JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 

~.-..-..-.~~~~.-.~~~_._._5 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People ~-
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extensic..a 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Directol"--8728 34th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1 -806-792-5191 
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PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL 
PROCESS 

(Continued from page 8) 
hibited from inquiring into the activities 
of the government, which indeed it often 
does. 

The liberal theologians have been say
ing to us, "Don't just do something, stand 
there." We have been standing too long. 
Listen to the prophets of the Old Testa
ment cry out against social injustices! 
Christians are to pray for those who are in 
authority. Paul declares "For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to evil." 
But, when rulers advocate the killing of 
unborn children, attempt to take away the 
rights of homemakers, punish those who 
try to tl1Lin their children in Christian 
education, Christians must not just stand 
there. There are moral absolutes and we 
must be absolutely opposed to those who 
oppose Biblical principals. 

As for religion, the government is not 
to give preference to any religious body. 
That in no way implies that reliigous 
bodies as a whole or that religious people 
are not to take stands on governmental 
issues. Indeed, many of these issues such 
as ERA and abortion have great moral 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
lYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christi_an Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/88~6287 or 512/882-6244 

.... ~-..-...;;. k d ,~L~,......:,Ee~~-l1'1l ..... -1W"ff,or ers covere at same 
-- group rate 

Plans offered only to workers in 
Cfturches of Christ 
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implications which would directly affect 
the free religious lives of the people. 
Thus, so long as we have a democracy 
and freedom of reliigon we would do well 

to exercise our rights and participate in 
the political process. 
David Lipsomb College, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program -training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
11V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For furtth-er 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

AGAPB ol Soalh Alabama is a social service agency sup
porfed and operated by members of ±he Church of Chris±. 
I:t is a licensed child placing agency providing a broad 
range of counseling services, services :to unwed mo±hers, 
fos:ter care and adoptive services. There is also an edu
cational ou:treach program. 

AGAPE is seeking :the services of a CASEWORKER. The 
posi:tion requires work wi:th fos:ter care, adoptive ser
vices, work wi:th unwed mo:thers and o:ther areas if ex
perience and education of :the social worker pennifs. 
Salary will be based on education and experience. 
Applican:t mus:t be a member of :the Church of Chris±. 
Bachelor's or Mas:ter's level in Social Work will be con
sidered. Applica:tion should be by le:t:ter and resum.e. 
Direc:t applica:tion :to Donald W. Hooker, Execu:tive Di
rec:tor, AGAPE of Soufh Alabama, P.O. Box 16414, Mo
bile, AI 36616. 205-666-5002. 
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A NEW PUBLICATION 

CES 
FOR EVANGELISM & EDIFICATION 

Eddie Cloer, Editor 

RESOURCES is an attempt to provide a channel 
through which ideas, outlines, illustrations, and 
plans can be shared with preachers, elders, 
teachers of God's Word and interested Christians 
around the world. 

CONTENTS CHARACTERISTICS 
• Bible Study Outlines 
• Gospel Sermon Outlines 
• Scripture Related Illustrations 
• Congregational Development Ideas 

Jack Gray, editor 
• Public Speech Pointers 

Luther Hodge, editor 
• World Evangelism Plans 

Van Tate, editor 
• Christian Home Helps 
• Personal Evangelism Concepts 
• Youth Ministry Concepts 

Doug Allison, editor 
• Christian Leadership Concepts 

Bobby Coker, editor 
• Effective Media Ideas 

Louis F. Butterfield, editor 

• Biblical Languages Insights 
Paul Pollard, editor 

• Mental Health Hygiene 
Lew Moore, editor 

Speaking From 30 Years of Exper
ience in Local Work - "I believe 
RESOURCES will be of great value to 
the local preacher and Bible teacher. The 
sermonic material will be invaluable to 
any serious. student of the scriptures." 

Jack L. Hill, Carbondale Church of 
Christ, Tuls~, 0 K 

• 2 Mailings per Year 
• 200 pages per mailing 
• Prepared for immediate use 
• Built -in filing system 
• Designed to cover the entire Bible in Bible 

Study Outlines 
• Gospel Sermons from outstanding Preachers 

of today 
• Intended to be practical and helpful 
• Inexpensive 

$1000 Per Volume 
2 Volumes Per Year 

Payment Due Upon Receipt 

ORDER FORM 
Please Print 
Name ________________________ _ 

Address Zip __ 

Phone --------------------

Mail to: 
RESOURCES 
Eddie Cloer, Editor 
109 Indian Trail 
Searcy, AR 72143 



NEPAL REPORT 
It was our privilege to spend a month 

in the country of Nepal. 
Nepal-14,000,000 in population accord

ing to the latest statistics. Of this popula
tion there are 1,400 who claim to believe 
that the Lord J esus is the Son of God. 
Hinduism is the dominant state religion, 
adhered tq by 80 % of the population, 
Buddhism is second numerically with 13% 
of the population. The r emaining 7% di
vides mostly between "Christianity" and 
Islam, although there are other small 
sects. 

The plea to return to New Testament 
Christianity was introduced to Nepal by 
American aid personnel. 

In a r ecent letter f rom the brethren 
there we learn that 29 persons h ave now 
been baptized. Seven of these were during 
our stay and two since we left. 

In Nepal most of the baptisms take 
place in Kathmandu. The brethren in 
Kathm:mdu were anx ious that we visit 
these isolated members and relatives of 
members who live in Kathmandu. By 
plane this is very expensive, by bus very 
slow. 

While in Kathmandu they did per
suade us to visit some relatives of recent 
converts. It took us 2 days on the bus. 
Then a walk of 30 miles over the moun
tains to reach them. During that week we 
baptized the parents of one of the young 
ladies and the wife of a young man re
siding in Kathmandu. 

In Nepal it is illegal to convert. Re
cently some of the nationals (denomina
tional people) baptized 17 persons. All 
were arrested and f ined $100.00 each. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

! 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·0~36 
STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

; 
Harding University 
Non-Discriminatory 

Policy 
As to Students 

Harding University admits 
students of any race, color, and 
national or ethnic origin . Also, 
in compliance with Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 
1972, and section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
Harding University does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex 
or handicap in its educational 
program, activities or employ
ment except where necessita
ted by specific rel;gious tenets 
held by the institution and its 
c 1 body. 

.arcy, Arkansas 
( 

That is a lot of money in Nepal. Because 
of this situation Christian teaching must 
be done with care. 

cliff translators. Our brethren need books 
written by brethren, and money to pay 
r ent for a place of worship . 

The Church supports no one in Nepal. Allen J acobs, Lobo's Hotel Apts., 41 
Cubbon Road, Bangalore, India 560001 The brother who leads works for the Wy-

Lou·s 
(405) ~-1743 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry worlts with lalthful Christian con· 
tacts on Military Installations worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs ol thousands of others during 

the p~:~J~~~r,","~~e~~~~~~~:;ea~~:~~~: phone and mil itary 
Installation, If known, along with your name and address 
to: 

!&u!l .£. dl!fad:~rt 
''..C.t 9f-.m .&y <y.,.. & u •• 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

' CHURCH OF CHRIST 
' 3201 North Seventh Street ~ West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

A m e ricun Military Evangelizing Nation• 

Warren-Barnhart debate 

n·~t·ivcd hi ll Ph. D. front 
Vumlerltilt Unh cnit\. lit· is 
currrntl) Gra•luatr iJron. E x· 
c•·uli 'e Vire President unrl 
P rufcssur of Ploilosoplo) of 
ltcliJ!iOn nncl Avolul!t'lics at 
Trnn~•• Oiblr Collr~r. 

North 1t•xas State Un hersit y 
Main Auditot·iann 7::\0p.ni. 

NO\'("IIIht••· :,-(; 
l>t•nton~ 1(•xas 

The arena has been set . T loc conies· 
tnnte orr preparing themseh•es. The C\'Cnt 

the Warren-Ba rnha r t d ebate. On the timely 
qutfltion of ethics a nd mora l it)'. 

IJr. BurnhnrCs posi1ion is tllnt if nn oct 
brinp pleasure. Tloen it is right. If o n act i! 
unplea&ont. Thr n it is ~·ron,:;. But if two ac-
t inns Lring vlrtuurr, then the one wi th the 
~rt'a le.U umnunt uf t•lc·asurr s ho uld t.(" 
n•luptrt l. 

l>r. ~'orrt-n's posit ion is tha t on ac t is 
ri~ht ur \\rOll~{ l•attt•tlupun Cucl's 't\Ord - tht• 
Nt•w Tt·stunw nt . 

Tl1r ,. I UIH"t'5 ha\e hrrn marie . The tirnt· 
i!! tlra "' in,: ni~h fur thr r unfrunlalion. The 
onl) thin~ luckin~ nuw a re the opectuto rs. And 
their judge men t of which position is r ight. 

Dr. Joe E. llnrnhurt rc· 
cei, ed hi! Ph.U. from Boston 

niver !!i ty. He i.s curreruly a. • 
Profe .. or of Philooophy ut 
North Texas S tote Un ive rsity. 

Also Daily Lectureship On: 

Christian evidences 
uThe Case for Christianity" 

University Church of Christ 

403 Welch Street 

N ovem her 4-6 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

ndvertising meeting places, preachers seekinlr work or congregntions seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
L~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for. 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, J'apan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin~ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATBA.ltl, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 

· relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BA. Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Pleasauton, California 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO.;.:.R::;;T=H=w=E=s"""T__,C=H=u=R=CH .......... ....,O-=F,........,C:=:H::::R:-::1-=-sT=-, ....,1.,.56""'5=""5~15~th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
S~nday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-6~-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R""""EL=""".,..IG=I=-o"""'u"'"s,......,;B~O::.;O:;K.,..:S~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1234, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
ltlonterrey, MexlcoJ Ave, Fundlclone• 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01-' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (9161 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 17% foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-3787 or (718) 481-1466. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4388. VisltDrs Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Christian Lady needed for housework, office work, 
babyaitting, etc:. Room, board, plus salary. Write 
Sowega Youth Home, P.O. Box 932, Albany, Georgia 
81702. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave .. 
u.s. 480 East Oppo•lte K-Bart. Office 4'7'7· 
52'11. Bobby Wade, MID. 41J'6-40G6. 

Minister available, age 31, married, three children. 
Nine years of experience, including one year crt 
radio work. Education includes School of Preaching 
and college. Sound in doctrine, conservative, no 
hobbies. References on request. Seeking to work 
under the oversight of the sound qualified Elders. 
Telephone: (512) 775-0679. Address: Harold.Thomas, 
119 Palo Alto, Del Rio, Tx. 78840. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEB-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Claurcla of 
Clarlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
·vUitiA, ARIZ., Ml W. 28tla St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: Age 38, married, 2 
teen-age children. Preaching school graduate, ex
perienced in mission work. No hobbies, but stress 
commitment in mY teaching. Seeking a. sound, com
mitted congregation that wants to grow and is will
ing to work toward that end. Prefer pulpit position 
but will consider other areas of full-time service. 
If you think I can fit into your program of work, 
contact: Roy A. Crutcher, 221 W. 2nd Street, Spen
cer, Iowa 51301. Resume & references sent upon 
request. Or call 712-262-2294. 
Minister, age 37, M.A. from Pepperdine with fam
ily available for immediate reloeation. Contact: 
Richard Fentiman, Moses Lake, Wash. ph. 1-509-
765-5021. 
Mountain States Children's Home is in need of 
housepa.rents who can love, counsel with, care for 
and have understanding for six to eight neglected 
and dependent children. Houseparents must be a 
dedicated, mature, and stable couple in this child 
care ministry. Mountain States Children's Home 
is situated on 155 acres along the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains front range with a panoramic 
view of Longs Peak to the West. Salary, living ex
penses, transportation far Home business, and other 
fringe benefits nre provided. Contact Earl Herring
ton, Superintendent. P.O. Box 1097, Longmont, 
Colorado, 80601. Phone (803) 776-6841.----

Preacher Needed 
Congregation of 60. A man of God who will preach 
the Truth with Love. $200.00 wk. with bouse and 
utilities. Contact Stanley Tramell, P.O. Box 458, 
Aspermont, Texas 79502. Phone 817-989-3381 ar 
Tom Hill, Phone 817-989-2266. 
CHURCH BUSEB-Ne_w......;..'"""N""e_a_r_l_y-=N-=-e-w-"""'u=-s-ed""'". 
26 Years Experience in bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC., 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dalla/9, TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 80 to 100, 
8 yrs. old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega
tion located in fastt>st growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be wittlng 
ta work and labor with the Lord's people. Only 
evan~telistic minded preacher need to apply. Salary 
$1200.00 per month. $350.00 housing allowance. Also 
have full time youth director and bus director com
Ing in August. Call (318) 855-2428, 855-7630, 
855-6885. 855-6180, 855-2404, 483-7751 or write MoBB 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box 7011, Lake 
Charles, La. 70601. 
Wanted:GOspel-~P~rea--,ch=-e-r__,f,_o_r_th=-e--=Ka~l,.,...is_pe_,ll--=M-=o-n--
tana Church of Christ located in the beautiful Flat
head Valley at the foot of Glacier National Park. 
Prefer a man in his late SO's to early 40's and 
would be willing to work with a congregation that 
has no elilers. If interested please send resume to 
Kalispell Church of Christ. P.O. Box 1369, Kalispell, 
Montana, 69901. 

Houseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 68857. Phone 814 
888-5974 or 314 888-2475. 
Houseparents needed at Medina Children's Home 
by October 1, 1980. Perhaps you are considering 
full-time work for the Lord ! Medina Home is accept
ing applications and interviews for houseparents by 
October 1. 1980. Christians who are Interested in 
the rearing of boys and girls in a Christian way. 
Men should possess skills in maintenance or inter
ests in agricultural areas, campus beautification and 
related works. If there are those in your congrega
tion who desire this work. please ask them to con
tact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-7726 (day) or 
lil2-589-2236 (nights and weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success converting 
souls. Trnining conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist, Church of Christ, 344 
N. W. Wintercrest, Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out call 
602-428-2726 or 3233. 

PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 

SURPLUS JEEPS, CABS. TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, may sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8026 Ext. # 566 on 
how to obtain your Surplus Directory. 

MINISTER NEEDED by small congregation approx. 
60 mi. east of Los Angeles near March AFB. Salary 
O"J)en. Contact Clifford H. Hall, 12040 Morrison, 
Sunnymead, CA 92388-Phone 714-656-2282. 

INVESTIGATEI Tile ll'lrm ll'o11DclatloD 
trl~ to •creeD ad..-ertlalas, anct wiD nof 
knowingly take que•tlonable aclverti81Jac. 
But lt Ia the reader'• reQonlllbiUty to 111-
veatlgate. Like ally other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwittingly run aD unwortlay act. 
AJI tile old •aybag pe., before you IIIYut. 
lnvestl~r&te r 

lNOL 11DID YOUR ZIP OODB 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7112 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
. CALL OR WRITE . 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Elders and preachers! 

"How much 
building-debt c~n 
your congregation 

afford? 
without ruining your regular church programs?" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affi liated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over I ,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated services. 

• Affiliated Managers offers you quality church 
financing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 
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Mail this coupon today for a free cassette 
with answers to this and other questions about 
church financing! 
An oversized, unmanageable building debt is one of the 
problems that can wreck your whole church budget. 
What are the others, and how do you avoid them? 
Affiliated Managers, Inc., which has been serving 
churches of Christ exclusively for over 20 years gives 
you answers in this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

jAffitiated Managers:-Jnz---------

1 
5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 FF-80· 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new 
I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis-
1 cusses problems we should avoid. 

I Namt'/ indJ\ idual 

I Address/ Church 

I 
I 
I 
I 
t_= ___ _ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 14, 1980 



Vol. 97. No. 43 

MORE THA N 3000 PERSONS attend ed t ho 13-in-1 Bible Workshop hosted 
by the Harding University Bible d e partment Aug. 4-7. Registered partici
pants included visitors from 32 states a nd three foreign countries. Gary 

Beauchamp of Dallas is shown speaking to the Geneva Assembly on tho 

closing night. 
More tha n I 00 instructors presented lessons in the thirteen separate 

workshops. 
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A Commitment to Sound Doctrine 

Blow the bugle for "Sound Doctrine" and the whole 
church win· fall in line! All agree that if we are to re
store the New Testament church we must eliminate all 
error and sta~d for all truth. Doctrine must be sound. 

Sound by whose standards? When any standard 
other than the Scriptures themselves is considered we 
have sectarianism. While we all preach a "back to the 
Bible" theme, we practice a "back to the positions of 
our fathers" or a "back to the Old Paths" (meaning 
back to what the generations before us considered the 
path). It is difficult to differentiate between the au
thority of the Bible and the authority of the pioneers. 
Frankly we, personally, do not quote a great number of 
"authorities" because we do not know who is an au
thority over what by whose standard. Quoting the 
scriptures is as safe as we can get, because if we mis
apply the scripture we quote, maybe the listener won't 
make the same mistake. 

We have never been a people who took our opinions 
lightly. Our views of doctrine are very specific and our 
attitude toward practice very legalistic. We know what 
the Book says, and we think every person should see it 
exactly like we see it. We would restore in everyone's 
heart a view compatible, if not identical, with our own. 
Too many times we are more concerned with instilling 
our view of things than with preaching the· word. 

We have always been the champions of freedom of 
speech and of thought in religion. We have insisted on 
every man's right to stand before God on the basis of 
his own individual faith in the word of God alone. We 
would resist. any attempt to subject him to the judge
ment of any man. "To his own Master he stands or 
falls." But, inconsistently, we want to tell him where 
to stand and to warn him of where he will spend eter
nity if he falls. 

We are a finger pointing bunch. Our straw men are 
often created to be cut down. We sometimes push our 
viewpoints to the extreme of trying to make an op
ponent say what we want him to say and stand for 
what we _want him to stand for. We have done that 
among ourselves in the name of unity until we have 
splintered. 

The thesis of the entire restoration movement is that 
God pictures the church in the New Testament as he 
wants it to _be in every community. His dealing with 
the imperfections of churches in Apostolic times gives 
us guidelines for determining what God wants and 
what he does not want in his people. Every imperfection 
is pointed out that the remedy be given for its correc
tion. When we put all the precepts into practice-which 
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we will probably never do-we will have a perfect New 
Testament church. God's word is a perfect law of lib
erty only when taken as a whole and applied as a model 
and rule for our lives. When people follow the New 
Testament without prejudice they are the people of 
God. Sound doctrine absolutely requires that we point 
people to the Scriptures rather than conform them to 
our practices. 

A part of the strength of the Restoration ideal lies in 
the fact that people of other cultures, independent of 
each other, can, through perusal of the Scriptures come 
to a unity of Spirit. The closer they come to the Scrip
tures the closer they come to each other. Though they 
have never studied together, and though they have 
never known of each other's struggles toward Truth
when they do meet, they find themselves to be of one 
mind and one spirit, having one Lord, one faith and 
one baptism. This very oneness testifies to a commit
ment to sound doctrine. The wholesomeness of the 
Restoration approach is demonstrated by every oc
casion when brothers who are strangers in the flesh 
find they have the same Father in the spirit. 

In every age and in every society, when people put 
the complex problems of their times into the framework 
of the Scriptures they come out with the same moral, 
ethical and religious answers. Three things are always 
made crystal clear-the sovereignty of God, the dignity 
of man and the universal weakness of the flesh. The 
Scriptures provide complete instructions on all three 
and are "sound doctrine" for every age and every 
people. 

We must wrestle with the Scriptures like Jacob wres
tled with the angel and not let them go until we have 
received a blessing. We must be certain that we have 
reached a sound, Biblical conclusion before we take a 
position. Otherwise our doctrine may not be sound 
doctrine. 

There are no absolutes planted among human beings. 
All are falible and subject to mistakes of interpreta
tion. Only the Word of God is inerrant. But even an 
inerrant word can be incorrectly exegeted. Sound doc
trine and what any one of us thinks is sound doctrine 
may not necessarily be the same. Each runs the calcu
lated risk of being wrong. But the Doctrine of God is 
always sound. 
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B'~ What mean6 Shall the Church 
~ow? 

DAN R. OWENS 

Church growth is an increasingly popular subject among us. 
The topics of the seminars and the titles of the courses in our 
schools reflect this popularity. There is a tremendous interest in 
motivation, management, and human needs. All of these things 
seem to be directed toward a common goal. We want churches 
to grow. 

The last thing on this writer's mind is to throw water on the 
zeal of those who desire growth in the Lord's church. I want 
the church to grow as Jesus wanted the church to grow, through 
the conversion of souls. The causes of church growth are vitally 
important. If churches grow in attendance for the wrong reasons 
the church of the Lord doesn't really grow at all. 

It seems that some are more committed to "growth" than to 
the great commission. People are being drawn to congregations 
of the Lord's church by a number of factors. Some are drawn 
by the appealing personality of the preacher. Some are drawn 
by a warm fellowship and a sense of identity given them by a 
friendly group. Recreational and sports activities are drawing 
many through church softball and basketball teams. Elaborate 
facilities appeal to others. At times people are brought into an 
association with the church because they have been helped with 
their marriage problems or their . alcoholism by a Christian 
counselor. Some are attracted by singles programs, youth pro
grams, and other special programs. Many of the things described 
above are wonderful. Some of them, like the church softball and 
basketball teams, are a bit difficult to reconcile with the mission 
of the church. Whatever our opinions may be in regard to the 
above activities, they are all things that bring people into as
sociation with congregations of the Lord's church. The same is 
true !n regard to any religious denomination in the world today! 
Where is our present emphasis leading us? Can it be that we are 
gradually being pulled into the business of competing for the 
favor of men? Was it not the great apostle Paul that said, "If I 
were still pleasing men I should not be the servant of Christ"? 
If we will simply commit ourselves to the carrying out of the 
great commission God will provide us with true growth! 

According to the New Testament, church growth occurs when 
the church is making and maturing disciples. To make disciples, 
the gospel must be preached. The gospel is not an afterthought. 
It is not something that we finally mention after all of the fun 
and frills. The gospel is the sole power of God to save the souls 
of men. We must proclaim the message of Jesus Christ in a 
loving straightforward understood manner, and we must appeal 

to men to obey it. When a person dies to sin and self, is buried 
in the baptismal waters, and is raised to a new life he becomes 
a disciple. When a true disciple is made, the church has grown. 
When one becomes a disciple it is God's will that he should grow 
into a productive citizen of the kingdom. For this reason we must 
continually "speak the things which befit sound doctrine." We 
must "reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine." We must teach disciples "to observe all things" that 
Jesus has commanded. In short, disciples are made through the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ and disciples are matured 
through the teaching of the doctrine of Jesus and the apostles. 
Only by means of this divinely ordained process does the church 
actually grow. The emphasis of other factors in church growth 
results only in beautiful buildings filled with uncommitted 
worldly people who believe nothing and stand for nothing. 

If we are committed to "church growth" instead of the great 
commission we are just one more denomination among many. By· 
what means are we ·appealing to men to associate themselves 
with the people of God? If we appeal to the lust of men we are 
not the servants of Christ! Brethren, let us preach the gospel 
of God and teach the doctrine of God so that we might save both 
ourselves and them that hear us. Only then are we the church 
of Christ! 

P. 0. Box 1333, Vernon, Texas 76384 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
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A Preacher in the White House (2) 

This year marks the centennial of James 
A. Garfield's election to the presidency. 
On November 21 1880, ten million Ameri
cans went to the polls and elected a former 
preacher to be the twentieth President of 
the United States. 

James A. Garfield (1831-1881), the only 
preacher to ever occupy the Oval Office, 
was a product of the profound social, in
tellectual and religious ferment of the 
early decades of the nineteenth century 
which produced the American religious 
movement known as the Restoration Move
ment. The first fifty years of the Restora
tion Movement (following the Campbell
Stone merger in 1832) closely paralleled 
Garfield's life. 

Garfield was reared on Ohio's Western 
Reserve, "the principal theatre" of Alex
ander Campbell's movement to restore 
New Testament Christianity. His parents 
were baptized into Christ by Adamson 
Bentley, one of Campbell's co-laborers. At 
·the age of eighteen ( 1850), Garfield was 
baptized into Christ by W. A. Lillie. While 
a student at the Western Reserve Eclectic 
Institute (1851-1854), a Christian academy 
at nearby Hiram, Garfield cultivated an 
inner circle of friends and developed the 
ability to preach the gospel. It was as
sumed by everyone, including Garfield, 
that he would devote his life to the minis
try of preaching. 

When Garfield attended Williams Col
lege in western Massachusetts (1854- · 
1856), he frequently accepted invitations 
to preach for small congregations affili
ated with the Restoration Movement. The 
fervor of Garfield's commitment to this 
cause was evident in the letters he sent to 
his Christian friends back in Ohio. In one 
letter to his former roommate at Hiram, 
written in the summer before Garfield's 
senior year at Williams, he said: 

I tell you, my dear brother, the cause 
in which we are engaged must take 
the world. It fills my soul when I re
flect upon the light, joy and love of the 
Ancient Gospel and its adaptation to the 
wants of the human race. I look upon old 
New England as a wilderness of dead 
pines, where the winds moan solemnly, 
and though they play an orthodox tune, 
yet they can not much longer keep time 
with the on-rushing spirit of free 
thought, free speech and free gospel. 
Our Reformation is the greatest light 
of the nineteenth century: I believe it. I 
long to be in the thickest of the fight, 
and see the army of Truth charge home 
upon the battalions of hoary-headed 
error. But I must be content to be a spy 
for a time, till I have reconnoitered the 
enemy's strongholds, and then I hope 
to work. 
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However, during his senior year at Wil
liams College, Garfield became interested 
in politics for the first time in his life. 
When a new political organization called 
the Republican Party was launched that 
year, Garfield saw an additional outlet for 
his ability as a public speaker. He made 
several political speeches on behalf of the 
Republican presidential candidate, John C. 
Fremont. By the time he returned to teach 
at Hiram, Garfield was already formulat~ 
ing plans for entering "the field of states
manship" through the "educational por
tal." 

In his first three years after his return 
to Hiram (1856-1859), Garfield was made 
president of the Eclectic, married into a 
strong Christian family, and became "a 
favorite preacher'' among Christians on 
the Western Reserve. In addition to 
preaching somewhere every Sunday, he 
preached in many protracted meetings. 
Typical sermon topics included: "The 
Savior's Second Coming," "The Evidences 
of Christianity," "The Parable of the Wed
ding," "Salvation as Illustrated by the 
Deluge," and "The Necessity of Obeying 
Whatever God Commands of Us." 

During these same years, Garfield was 
laying the groundwork for a political ca
reer with the Eclectic as a base and his 
beloved "Hiram circle" of colleagues 
(especially Harry Rhodes and Burke Hins
dale) as associates and supporters. In 
1859, with the support of several influ
ential members of the church, Garfield won 
election to the Ohio Senate and "gained 
a step in the direction of my purpose." 
His campaign had been skillfully managed 
by Harmon Austin, a prominent banker 
and an elder in the church. 

On the first Sunday in November, '-860, 
Garfield was in Wellington, Ohio, to speak 
at the dedication of a new church building. 
He was sought out that day by a woman 
who wanted a clear definition of what the 
Restoration Movement stood for. In re
sponse to her request, Garfield penned the 
following statement: 

1. We call ourselves Christians, or 
Disciples of Christ. 

2. We believe in God the Father. 
3. We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God, and our 
Saviour. We regard the divinity of 
Christ as the fundamental truth of the 
Christian system. 

4. We believe in the Holy Spirit, both 
as to his agency in conversion and as 
indwelling in the heart of the Christian. 

5. We accept both the Old and the 
New Testament Scriptures as the in
spired Word of God. 

6. We believe in the future punish
ment of the wicked and the future re
ward of the righteous. 

7. We believe that the Deity is a 
prayer hearing and a prayer answering 
God. 

8. We observe the institution of the 
Lord's Supper on the Lord's Day. To 
this table we neither invite nor debar; 
we say it is the Lord's Supper for all 
the Lord's children. 

9. We plead for the union of God's 
people on the Bible and the Bible alone. 

10. The Christ is our only creed. 
11. We maintain that all the ordi~ 

nances should be observed as they were 
in the days of the Apostles. 

This classic little statement, called "What 
We Stand For" or "Our Postion," was well 
received in the Restoration Movement. It 
was reprinted on a number of occasions. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Gar
field saw his course clearly. When Gov
ernor Dennison assured him that success
ful military leaders would rule the nation 
for twenty years after the war, Garfield 
eagerly accepted command of the Forty
Second Ohio. With evangelistic zeal he 
recruited hundreds of members of the 
church into his regiment. He also per
suaded "Uncle Harry" Jones, one of the 
most popular preachers in the Restoration 
Movement, to be his chaplain. 

During Garfield's military years (1861-
1863) he won rapid promotion to the rank 
of major general, and through the diligent 
work of his Christian friends back home he 
won election to Congress. His congressional 
career began in December, 1863, and con
tinued until the autumn of 188(} when 
he was elected to the Presidency. 

Throughout Garfield's long career as a 
Congressman, he retained his strong ties 
to the Restoration Movement. He was one 
of the founders of a new weekly periodical 
for the church called the Christian Stan
dard, and he accepted a position on the 
Board of Trustees of both Hiram College 
and Bethany College. He was always faith
ful in his attendance at the Vermont Ave
nue church in Washington. He took the 
lead in helping the congregation raise 
money to purchase a meetinghouse in 
1869, and he occasionally taught in the 
Sunday School program. 

Garfield was helped significantly by 
members of the church back home in Ohio 
in the building of a political base (he 
won ten consecutive elections in the West
ern Reserve), and they in turn shared in 
the prestige and influence of his expanding 
career. In the next article we will look at 
how the church responded to Garfield's 
nomination for the presidency. 
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Sermon Material-

The Schemes of Sa.tan 
KARL: :JONES 

How we despise being fooled! We cringe 
at the thought of someone "making a 
dummy of us." How small we feel when 
we recognize that we have been taken, 
that we have been deceived! Yet, everytime 
we yield to Satan and his schemes-we 
allow ourselves to "be had"! 

While some may doubt the reality of a 
personal God and a real devil, the lan
guage of divine and authoritative Scrip
ture, demands that we accept and ac
knowledge the reality of God and Satan. 
There is a force moving "behind the 
scenes" inviting and encouraging man to 
rebel against his maker and Savior. 

When we sin, or evil raises its ugly head 
in any way, it is not just an unfortunate, 
unexplainable "happenstance." It is 
SATAN and his force at work, ridiculing 
the glory of God, and dragging man and 
his soul into a destitute, lonely, and fright
ful existence! 

We must not attempt to deny the fo1·ce 
or power, or the reality of Satan and the 
danger of sin. Jesus never hinted that 
Satan or temptation were "figments" or 
myth, or nothing of which to be concerned. 
We must accept the truth of Scripture and 
understand that Satan is not out to get 
"so-in-so," Satan is out to conquer and 
ruin me! And thus, two things stand clear: 

1.) He will always use the enjoyable, the 
socially acceptable, the inviting and at
tractive, method to deceive and trap! 
Satan can conceive of nothing-other than 
lies and deceit (John 8 :44)! Do not be 
fooled! 

2.) 'Vhen Satan's work is finished-the 
body and soul are wrecked! Satan's in
tentions are never just to tease, to agonize 
and then release; Satan has no goal other 
than the complete and· utter destruction 
of everything good, including you and your 
eternity (James 1 :13-16)! Do not be 
fooled! 

Let us heed the warnings of Scripture 
and not grow tired in our struggle to live 
the Christian life and follow the pattern of 
our Savior. We may, we will stumble, and 
we know the way is hard that seeks to as
sume "Christ-likeness." Yet, this we know; 
our Lord will forgive, help, and save! 

If we give up, if we yield to Satan's 
invitation, if we succumb to his schemes, 
eternal and total destruction are the only 
possible result! 

Paul, by inspiration of God, says in 
Eph. 6:10-13. 

44Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
the strength of His might. Put on the 
full armor of God that you may be able 
to stand firm against the schemes of the 
devil. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world 
forces of this darkness, against the 
SPIRITUAL FORCES OF WICKED
NESS IN HEAVENLY PLACES. 
Therefore, take up the full armor of 

God, that you may be able to resist in 
the evil day!" 
However, despite the fact that God de

mands that we be alert to Satan's power 
and motives, his tenacity and trickery; 
despite the fact that God will allow no 
temptation, beyond what we are able to 
bear and with the temptation provide a 
way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13); despite the 
consistent downfall and plunder of every 
individual and nation that persists in sin; 
despite the assurance of God that judge
ment is coming-still bold, blunt, SIN 
abounds on every side! 

If Satan and the forces of evil would be 
content to leave me alone and attack only 
others, maybe it would not be such a 
frightening and awesome thought. But we 
must realize, Satan has you and me, as his 
targets! 

His intentions? Peter says in 1 Peter 
5:8: 

"Be of sober spirit, be on the alert! 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls about 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour!" 

And let us realize, this is not merely 
imagery! This is inspired fact! Literally, 
this phrase, "seeking someone to devour," 
is "to drink down." It is the picture of 
water in a glass, being emptied until it is 
all gone and there is no trace left at all! 
Satan has no other intention, other than 
the complete ruination of man! 

Why then is sin so prevalent? Why do 
we refer to our society and time as a "per
missive society" rather than one en
trenched in sin? How is it, that sin can 
work its way into our world and into our 
lives and 44we see nothing wrong"? We 
must be of sober spirit and always on the 
alert for the schemes of Satan! What are 
his schemes? 

Satan first seeks to define sin as being 
something other than sin! Either it's nat
ural, enjoyable, explainable, or profitable 
-but Satan says "Point no fingers"! Man 
has a problem; the philosopher calls it 
"irrational thinking." The sociologist calls 
it "cultural lag." The psychiatrist calls 
it "maladjustment." The psychologist calls 
it "behavior disorder." But God steps out 
of eternity, through the person of Jesus 
Christ and calls it SIN I 

On Judgement Day, we may call it any
thing we like-God will call it sin and deal 
accordingly! 

Satan also seeks to make us believe puri
ty, truth, and righteousness are outdated 
and old fashioned. He seeks to make us 
believe times have changed and other 
ways are now just as good and right. 

People used to be ashamed of certain 
things; yet, no more! People brag about 
theit~ divorces, "affairs," abortions, "out
~marting" this or that. Alcohol, drugs, per
verted male-female roles and the like are 
supported and upheld, rather than con
demmed. 

But we must not forget the verse from 

Isaiah 3:9, "They display their sin like 
Sodom, they do not even conceal it. Woe to 
them!" SIN is ugly and harmful and can 
never be anything else! 

Then there is Satan's scheme of ra
tionalizing! Regardless of what the act 
may be, no matter how wrong or how 
much damage is done, Satan says, "that's 
not as bad as what so-in-so did!" He ever 
prompts us to make excuses, pass the 
blame, discount the real damage done, or 
simply look away, at the wrongs of others, 
overlooking our own. 

Whether it be engaging in "question
able" activities, missing the services, or 
holding back from God what is right, Satan 
encourages us to believe, "so what," "what 
difference does it make?" "it's not that 
bad!" Yet, we must understand, eternity 
is the difference and if it does not glorify 
God and bring praise to him, it is wrong 
and terribly bad. 

One of Satan's grandest schemes is 
that of doubt. Satan knows that if he can 
make us question God's motives or his 
authority, or his promises; Satan knows 
that if he can make us doubt the validity 
of a project, an effort, a forward step of 
faith; if he in any way can plant the seeds 
of doubt; he will water them until they 
have grown strong and tall! 

Satan never hesitated to question God 
or his love and authority. In the Garden 
of Eden, in Gen. 3, he asked Eve, "Did 
God say ... " In the temptations of Christ, 
in Matt. 4, he blasphemes the glory of 
Jesus, by questioning, "If you are the Son 
of God ... " And in our lives today, Satan 
uses every tactic possible to make us 
question and doubt. 

We must not give in to tf1is! We must 
be alert and stand firm, like Abraham, 
who "did not waver in unbelief, but grew 
strong in faith, giving God the glory and 
being fully assured that what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform" 
(Romans 4:20-21). 

And another most popular scheme of 
Satan, is that one which says "'Vait!" 
"Don't act in haste!" "Lets think about it 
some more." "There's always tomorrow." 
How many will be lost eternally; how 
many will experience the everlasting agony 
of eternal separation from God-not be
cause they were all that bad, but simply 
because they gave in to this scheme of 
Satan, and never obeyed the gospel, so as 
to be saved! 

Do not let Satan win in your life, it's 
not just a matter of how good or bad we 
are, compared to anyone else. It is a mat
ter of whether -we have and arc obeying 
our Lord and God! 

If we can believe anything, certainly 
we must believe the Bible. I believe that 
most people do believe the Bible . . . to 
a point. Man is ever free to believe and 
practice absolutely anything he likes, but 
every man will be judged according to the 
Bible and how his life aligns with its com
mands and teachings! 

\Vhen we come to Satan, the Bible 
speaks of him in as real a way as it does 
Moses, David, Christ, Peter, and Paul. 
·when the Bible spealis of hell, it does so 
in as clear a way as it speaks of Canaan, 

{Continued on page 11) 
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We See Things Differently . • • 

The Value of Human Life 
RUBEL SHELLY 

Inflation has added significant value to 
the worth of a human being. In 1956 the 
market value of the oxygen, hydrogen, 
carbon nitrogen and other chemical ele-

' ' f " " ments found in the body o an average 
man was 98('. On January 1, 1980, the 
value of that same body had risen 563% 
to $6.50. . 

From the standpoint of the ~ci~ntist. or 
phi1osopher who is a matenal1st (I.e., 
one who holds that physical matter is the 
only reality and that all other phenomena 
are to be explained as functions of mat
ter) it is difficult to think he could place 
any ' value on human life beyond the 
dollars-and cents evaluation just cited. At 
the most such a person could say that 
certain i~dividuals have an instrumental 
value which is above $6.50. That is, some 
persons have skill (e.g., doctors) or nat
ural endowments (e.g., the breasts of a 
nursing mother) or are in unique positions 
of importance (e.g., the President of ~he 
United States) that give them a h1gh 
functional value; their places could not 
be taken by just anyone else whose body 
chemicals are of equivalent value. But 
none of these individuals is of intrinsic 
value beyond the price tag of his or her 
chemical elements. 

What of Consciousness? 
What about intelligence, personality, 

and consciousness? Do these aspects of our 
humanity have no intrinsic worth? The 
consistent materialist must say they do 
not, for he denies that so-called conscious
ness is anything more than a complex 
physical state. J. J. C. Smart .i~sis+s !hat 
science is forcing us to see all hvmg thmgs 
-including man-as ''physico-chemical 
mechanism." He writes: 

That everything should be explicable 
in terms of physics (together of course 
with descriptions of the ways in which 
the parts are put together-roughly, 
biology is to physics as radio-engineering 
is to electromagnetism) except the oc
currence of sensations seem to me to be 
frankly unbelievable. . . . A man is ~ 
vast arrangement of physical particles, 
but there are not, over and above this, 
sensations or states of consciousness. 
("Sensations and Brain Processes," in 
The Mind-Brain Identity Theory, ed. 
C. V. Borst, p. 54.) 

Prof. Smart is here advancing, in an 
important article first published in 1959, 
the so-called identity Theory. It attempts 
to reduce everything about personhood
especially the privileged inner states of 
sensation and consciousness-to physics. 

This philosophic position is not without 
relevance to the world of your daily ex
perience. It is no remote piece of mere 
academic interest. This widely held per
spective on human beings has catastrophic 
consequences for the traditional view of 
the dignity and worth of every single 
human life which has been fostered by 
the influence of Christianity in the West
ern world. 
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Abortion, Infanticide, and Genetic 
Experimentation 

Michael Tooley ("A Defense oi Abortion 
and Infanticide," in The Problem of Abor
tion, ed. Joel Feinberg) has written a 
frequently cited a1-ticle which argues that 
the case against infanticide (i.e., the kill
ing of young children) is based on taboo 
1·ather than reason and that the "happiness 
of society could be significantly and justi
fiably increased" if we put to death 
children which suffer from gross defor
mities or from physical, emotional, or 
intellectual handicaps (p. 54). On Tooley's 
view, there "is not per se a morally rele
vant difference" in killing an unborn 
member of Homo sapiens and an unborn 
kitten (p. 74). 

The same materialist perspective on the 
(non-) value of human life is engendering 
a whole new wave of ethical problems. 
Genetic experimentation is going on in a 
California-based project which seeks to 
breed children who are geniuses. Sperm 
from Nobel Prize winners is being used to 
impregnate carefully chosen women with 
high IQs. The experiment is headed by 
Robert G. Graham, who says, "My slogan 
is the more intelligent you are, the more 
children you should have." Human life is 
thus judged for its instrumental value for 
intellectual pursuits. Furthermore, the 
value is judged even more narrowly; 
donors for the sperm bank he has begun 
must all be scientists rather than, for 
example, poets. Graham insists, "The 
electric-light bulb has been more useful 
to me than any poem I can think of." 

Then there is in vitro fertilization. 
Sperm and egg are united in the environ
ment of a laboratory. The conceptus is 
examined, and, if it appears to be develop
ing properly, it is taken from the labora
tory glassware and implanted in a womb. 
If it is not developing properly, it is 
flushed. The bringing of new life into the 
world is judged a technical problem for 
geneticists and physicians rather than an 
ethical issue. 

Finally, there is cloning. With trans
plant surgery riow perfected as to tech
nique for many body organs, our only 
remaining problem is tissue rejection. 
Why not overcome that problem by cre
ating a genetic duplicate of oneself and 
then claiming needed parts from it as 
required? The clone need not be thought 
to have any "rights" at all. It exists for 
the single purpose of growing new and 
interchangeable body organs! 
The Christian Evaluation of Human Life 

My purpose here is not to reply to all 
the arguments offered by the materialist. 
Nothing said here should be taken as an 
attack on science. To the contrary, my 
hope is that more Christians will work in 
medicine, genetics, and related fields and 
use their work as a ministry to the Lord. 
The best corrective to the ethical abuses 
of some would be for God-fearing men 
and women to achieve prominence through 
their excellence in these specialties and 
to use their influence to guide research 
and its applications in ethical paths. My 
single purpose is to call attention to the 
different values assigned to human life by 
materialists and Christians. 

From the Christian perspective, human 

life is of great intrinsic value by virtue 
of being in God's own image. Start with 
the hypothesis of evolution, and life has 
only the price of its chemical compone~ts 
to define its essential worth. Start with 
the biblical account of creation (Gen. 1: 
26-27), and one life is worth more than 
the material value of the whole planet 
(cf. Mark 8:36). 

Since all things reproduce "after their 
kind," any conceptus which is 1n-oduced by 
the union of ovum and sperm from huma_n 
beings nmst be regarded as h~tman. It 1s 
not self-consciousness, sensation by th~ 
parents, or viability that makes the. con
ceptus human; it is the fact that his or 
her origin is with human paren~a?'e. The 
issue here is analogous to defmmg the 
intrinsic worth of human life in general; 
we are of inherent value not because of 
our powers or potentialities ~ut because 
of our origin from the creative hand of 
God. Human life in general is of .value 
because it is from God; any particular 
life is human if it is of human parentage. 
To say it in more scientific terms, a being 
with human genetic code is a human 
being and has great worth before God and 
certain basic rights within society. 

Abortion is wrong, except when nece~
sary to save the life of the mother. This 
amounts to saying that the conceptus 
should have the same rights (and liabil}
ties) as an adult human. Self-defense 1s 
moral, even though a human life is be!ng 
taken. To take the life of the unborn (I.e., 
abortion) or recently born (i.e., infan
ticide) because of deformities and/or 
deficiencies is unwananted and morally 
wron~ . 

Genetic engineering is reprehensible 
from the perspective of Christian ethics 
precisely because of its disrespect for the 
inherent worth of human life. It seeks to 
create "superior" or "more desirable" peo
ple-judging superiority and desirability 
on the basis of certain functions expected 
of those lives. It takes a very narrow 
view of human value and fails to see the 
persons coming of such experiments 
through anything more than a consumer's 
eye. 

Conclusion 
Only when every human life is seen as 

being in the image of God and personaily 
loved by him can the tenderness, com
passion, and sensitivity so desperately 
needed in our world be generated. 

Only when we see ourselves as im
·mot'tal souls rather than chance combina
tions of atoms will our human lives be 
important enough to us to live them 
righteously and in the fear of God. 

Only when we view life from the divine 
perspective can we be genuinely con
cerned about the long-range implications 
of the daily decisions we make about 
human life, whether our own or that of 
others in our world. 

To the materialist, the fetus in my wife's 
womb or my comatose grandfather in his 
hospital bed are blobs of expendable
even offensive-tissue. To the Christian, 
both are precious in the sight of God and 
thus deserving of love, protection, and 
assistance. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Thomas Campbell and the Declaration and Address (1) 

In recent years considerable attention 
has been given to the lack of unity that 
presently exists among various religious 
bodies that have their roots in the Res· 
toration Movement. One solution that has 
~epeatedly been suggested in our papers 
IS for us to take seriously Thomas Camp
bell's plan for unity as given in the thir
teen propositions of the Declaration and 
Addre.<Js (pages 44-48 in the Bethany Press 
edition, dated 1960). A lot of attention 
h.as been focused especially upon Proposi
tion 6. This proposition reads as follows: 

6. That although inferences and deduc
tions from Scripture premises when 
fairly inferred, may be truly calied the 
doctrine of God's holy word, yet are 
they not formally binding upon the con
sciences of Christians farther than they 
perceive the connection, and evidently 
see that they are so; for their faith must 
not stand in the wisdom of men but 
in the power and veracity of 'God. 
Therefore, no such deductions can be 
made terms of communion, but do prop
erly belong to the after and progressive 
ed!fication of the Church. Hence, it is 
evident that no such deductions or in
ferent~al truths ought to have any 
place m the Church's confession. 

The purpose of this article is to pro
pose an interpretation of Campbell's in
tent in Proposition 6 that is at variance 
~ith other views expressed in our papers 
m recen~ yea~s. ~he point of view really 
under discussion IS the view that inter
prets Proposition 6 as a universal 
negative; i.e., "No deductions should be 
made tests of fellowship." The thesis of 
this article is that Thomas Campbell 
meant by this term "deductions" the con
troversial statements of the written creeds 
that were being utilized by the denomina
tions to ordain ministers and insure ortho
doxy .. The Declaration and Address was 
born m a context wherein denominational 
creeds .such as the Westminster Confession 
of Fa~th were revered almost as highly 
as the Bible. A quick reading of the ar
ticles on creeds in Alexander Campbell'~ 
seven volumes The Christian Baptist will 
verify this fact. Although today the issues 
are basically the same (e.g., Bible author
ity),. the atmosphere is not (e.g., many 
Baptist groups today regard themselves as 
non-creedal). To read Proposition 6 with
out regard to either its literary or histori
cal context is to be guilty of the very mis
take that Thomas Campbell was attackin~r 
in this document. "' 

The Historical Context 
Shortly after arriving in this country 

in May, 1807, Thomas Campbell was re
ceived by the Associate Synod of North 
America, which represented all the Seceder 

JERRY GROSS 

Presbyterians in North America. But 
within six months Campbell was in trou
ble with the Presbytery to which he hafl 
been assig-ned for "heretical teaching and 
for procedures not in harmony with th~ 
rules of the church" (Garrison and De
Groot, The Disciples of Cll?-ist, p. 130). 
A vote of suspension was given against 
Campbell by the Presbytery on February 
12, 1808. Campbell appealed his case to 
the Associate Synod and his case was 
heard in May 1808. The Synod overturned 
the suspension but voted to "rebuke and 
admonish" Thomas Campbell for diverging 
from the standards and practices of the 
church. Among the charges that were 
lodged against Campbell was a charge of 
being opposed to the practice of the church 
with reference to creeds and confessions. 
He was charged with teaching publicly 
that 

an agreement in what is expressly 
taught and enjoined in the New Testa
ment, either in express words or by an 
approved precedent, should be deemed 
sufficient in point of unity and uni
formity, and that nothing should he 
made a term of communion in the Chris
tian Church which is not as old as the 
New Testament, or that is not expressly 
revealed and enjoined therein. 

(Garrison and DeGroot, p. 136). 

Not surprisingly, this statement resem
bles Proposition 6 and, no doubt, is the 
precursor of it. But even with the more 
favorable action of the Synod behind him, 
Campbell found himself unwelcome in 
his assigned Presbytery. Consequently, 
Campbell removed himself from the au
thority of the Presbytery in September, 
1808. As we well know, Thomas Campbell 
had the Declaration finished to the point 
that he could read and discuss it with his 
son, Alexander, upon the latter's arrival 
in 1809. 

Now the point is, Campbell did not 
write the Declaration to respond to the 
problem of biblical interpretation within 
a non-creedal environment, which is 
basically what we have presently with the 
Restoration Movement. Of course, many 
will angrily rise up in protest to argue 
that such is exactly what we have today, 
and it is these "unwritten creeds" that are 
our source of division. Such individuals 
must admit, though, that there is a world 
of difference between a context wherein 
the parties agree that the Bible alone 
must be taken as our standard of au
thority (though we may disagree as to 
what it teaches), and a context wherein 
some creed such as The Westminster Con
fession of Faith is laid along side the 
Bible and given what is tantamount to 

equal, or even superior, authority in 
settling disputes. 

All that one has to do to see this point 
is to read, say, Vol. III (1827) of the 
Christian Baptist (especially pages 25, 
47, 60, 67, 86-88, 98-100, 111-116). James 
Phillips, pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Cadiz, Ohio, tells of one of his colleagueCJ 
who argued "the Scripture was not the 
standard of the church, any more than an 
old stump, but it was the meaning of the 
Scripture" (i.e., the relevant creed). 
"Yes," Phillips adds, "there are some that 
relish the Confession of Faith more than 
the Scripture!" (p. 88). Phillips also tells 
of one of the leaders in the Redstone As
sociation stating from the pulpit, "Before 
we would give up this (the Confession of 
Faith) I would rather see this roof come 
down and kill this audience and myself." 
(p. 86). Thanks largely to the courageous 
work of the pioneer preachers, such an 
attitude toward creeds does not generally 
prevail among Baptist preachers today 
(although, of course, they still are wedded 
to many of the teachings of those creeds). 

The point being argued is this: Thomas 
Campbell most surely had in mintl the 
formal, written creeds-such as the West
minster and Philadelphia Confessions of 
Faith (along with the respective formal 
documents used to articulate the distinc
tiveness of the various bodies within 
Presbyterianism )-when he wrote The 
Decla1·ation and Addres.c;. Surely he, and 
other Bible loving preachers, had felt the 
ill effects of such creedalism in their own 
denominations. But note that Thomas 
Campbell seems to have found some use
fulness in creeds. He writes 

As to creeds and confessions, although 
we may appear to our brethren to op
pose them, yet .this is to be understood 
only in .<Jo far as they oppose the unity 
of the church, by containing sentiments 
not expressly revealed in the Word of 
God. . . . It is the abuse and not the 
lawful use of such compilations that 
we oppose. 

(Declaration and Address, p. 59). 
The thrust of his objection, then, was 

against the use of such formal creeds to 
judge a man's fitness to preach and com
mune, as had happened in Campbell's own 
recent experience. These are the "deduc
tions" that are under view in Proposition 
6. 

Now, this writer opposes the use of 
human creeds, written or unwritten, in 
establishing grounds of fellowship. And 
we do recognize that Campbell has much 
to say to us about this issue. But we are 
insisting that Campbell's words be under
stood in the light of his own experience 
and times. 

Chestnut Drive, Doraville, Georgia 30340 
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What's Right in the Lord's Church Today? AUSTIN H. EMERY 

What a joy, a thrill, to discover a body 
of people who want to be simply what the 
New Testament describes as Christians. 
There is a special thrill in learning of 
the priesthood of all believers, the absence 
of a "clergy" class of members and to 
experience· a simple, scriptural assembly 
in which Christ is given the honor due him 
and his word is clearly proclaimed. It is 
ennobling to learn of the efforts made to 
return to the basic religion of our Lord, 
accepting only his new covenant as the 
rule of faith and practice. 

Many can identify with the statements 
above. I have also had the pleasure of 
seeing many come to Christ and expres<.; 
similar sentiments. The Lord's ways and 
our .determination to follow him are quite 
impressive and inspiring. There is true joy 
in teaching others the gospel and leading 
them into relationship with our Master 
as a part of the body of Christ. 

Unfortunately I seldom read this posi
tive outlook towards Christ's church. More 
and more I am deluged with "what's 
wrong" and the "we are drifting" men
tality that reduces Christianity to duty 
only. gives a pessimistic view of the body 
of Christ and predicts dire circumstances 
akin to those envisioned by those without 
hope in this world-those outside Ch1;st. 
The Bible presents no such grim view of 
Christ's church. We need to recapture 
the spirit, the vision, the enthusiasm and 
the beauty described in the inspired pages. 
It is good for us to speak more and more 
of what's 'right in the body of Christ. I 
gain great value in considering some very 
familiar passages of scripture: 

1) MATTHEW 16:18-look at the 
promise that nothing shall prevail against 
that church Christ built. Nothing has pre
vailed with success. In spite of dark days, 
regardless of persecution, even in view 
of departures and division, the Lord's 
church is still here on earth. It has been 
and will be until Jesus comes. Our Lord 
has kept, keeps and will keep his promise. 
Wherever and whenever the seed of his 
precious word is sown in productive soil of 
open hearts the church of Christ is con
tinuing, Enemies of the cross have not 
and will not succeed in destroying that 
body of believers in Christ that is called, 
biblically, the church. 

2) COLOSSIANS 1:18- look at the 
relationship described. Christ is the head 
of his church. He is in control. He has not 
lost any of his power. Every promise made 
in scripture relative to his people is guar-· 
anteed by the one who is head of this 
church. Christ, the head, is yet a part of 
the Godhead and very much is he God. 
Those who predict the death of Christ's 
body underestimate the head of this bodv. 
We serve a living saviour. · 

3) 1 CORINTHIANS 12: 12-13-look at 
what is said concerning each Christian. 
All who obey the gospel are members of 
this body of Christ. This idea is thrillinR' 
because it reminds me that I am related 
to Christ and also to others who are in 
this relationship with him. \Vhen I view 
the body of Christ as a relationship 
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rather than as an institution I am more 
likely to realize the greatness of this con
cept. 

4) 1 TIMOTHY 3:14-15-look at the 
responsibility and the blessing. Christ's 
people are the supporters of the truth. 
Into our hands the gospel is given. We 
are now hearing more and doing more to 
uphold that truth than ever. Christians 
rejoice in the fact that there are more 
congregations and more proclaimers of 
the gospel in 1980 than ever before. In our 
various publications we read of more be
ing done now than ever in areas such as 
Christian growth, family life, youth min
istries, campus ministries, benevolent 
works, evangelism, and many, many other 
good endeavors. I do not personally get 
involved in all things but I do rejoice in 
seeing the people of God, the church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, awakening to 
greater opportunities and to new chal
lenges. We can rejoice that the truth is 
being supported. 

5) MATTHEW 28:18-20-look at the 
task and see how we are d<Ying. We all 
know that there is much to do. Dedicated 
Christians realize the difficulty in keep
ing up with the population growth even 
in most communities. In 1980 the church 
of our Christ has done well. Improvement 
and increase are needed but so is rejoic
ing in the good being done. Our ministries 
by radio and television have come a long 
way in terms both of quality and in terms 
of audience. Much of our mission work is 
of a more productive nature than in prior 
times. Various efforts to evangelize such 
as in campaigns are experiencing greater 
response than formerly known. Local ef
forts to equip members to evangelize are 
improving, Many formerly inactive con
gregations have been "reborn" in terms 
of outlook and activity that is productive. 
Better tools are being developed for use in 
teaching others of Christ. 
Much Is Right in the Lord's Church Today. 

This is not a suggestion that we ignore 
dangers that are genuine. There is always 
a need to be alert to false teaching, to the 
allure of worldliness and to the discord 
contrary to the New Testament. However, 
dangers need not turn us into prophets of 
doom. We, members of Christ's l;>ody, need 
a renewed sense of what is right and 
good in the church today. We need rejoic
ing in the truth that Paul said is a char
acteristic of the love we should develop 
( 1 Cor. 13). There is much to do; there 
is much being done. There is growth to 
be made; there is growth already made. 

(Continued on page 12) 

Making Disciples 
WALTER SWAIN 

Jesus sent us the church into all the 
world for the purpose of making disciples. 
There are three things that Jesus taught 
which are involved in this process of 
making disciples. These are: 1) Teaching 
the lost about Jesus and what to do to be 
saved, 2) Baptizing those who believe the 

gospel, and 3) Continuing to teach and 
nurture the saved. 

Too often we carry out the first two 
things in this process of discipling, but 
fail to carry out Jesus' command to "teach 
them to observe all things whatsover I 
commanded you .... " 

Evangelism must not only baptize be
lievers and bring them into the fold of 
the church, but it must also be a contin
uing process of teaching and strengthen
ing the new converts, who are but babes 
in Christ. 

But what is involved in making a dis
ciple of Christ? How can we be sure that 
those we baptize will remain faithful, 
and will themselves become the means of 
leading others to Christ? 

Although there is no guarantee that any 
one way is going to keep every convert 
faithful to death, there are some~ things 
being done by various congregations that 
will help insure that the majority of new 
Christians will remain faithful. 

I believe the first thing to be done is to 
realize that to make disciples who re
main faithful we must make them students 
of the Bible. I always begin every study 
with the lost by telling them that I did 
not come to dump on them what I believe, 
but I have come to help them become stu
dents of God's word. In the initial study 
that leads to baptism, I strive to show 
them how to study, and acquaint them with 
the tools they will need to study the Bible. 
I encourage them to buy a concordance, :t. 

Bible dictionary, and other helpful books. 
I also show them how to use these books. 

During the study before baptism, stu
dents are also encouraged to ask ques
tions, and to express their own thoughts 
about the Bible's teachings. In this way, 
they are actively engaged in the study, 
rather than being just passive listeners. 
I always remind them of the example of 
the Bereans. 

Several different methods have proven 
successful in continuing to study with 
converts after baptism. Some have used 
a "buddy system," whereby a family of 
the congregation is assigned to the new 
convert, and they are responsible to visit 
and instruct him. Some have made their 
own series of lessons for new Christians, 
and have a different family study a 
lesson with them each week, over a period 
of several weeks after baptism. 

Whatever system is used after baptism, 
it is important that there be constant 
contact with the new convert, and that 
·they have someone continue to study wit11 
them on a regular basis for several months. 
Social contacts are important at this stage 
of the new Christians growth. They need 
to know they are loved, wanted, and 
needed. Just like a newborn baby, they 
need all the tender, loving care they can 
get. 

We must not become so excited about 
winning others to Christ, that we forget 
about the ones that we have already con
verted. If we can continue to study with 
them, and show them we care about them 
through constant attention and visitation, 
we will find that the majority of those 
we baptized will remain true to Christ 
until death. 
6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, CA 92111 
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Churches that emphasize soul saving 
outreach are power conscious and not 
problem conscious. They realize that the 
power to change lives and cities lies withill 
the gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16). 
They understand that Acts 8 :4 is the key 
to the fantastic growth of the New Testa
ment church and are trying to copy that 
approach. 

Evangelism is not merely inviting peo
ple to church, but it is the proclamation 
of the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus as the redemptive process. Success· 
ful soul savers will not allow anyone to 
discourage them from their main objective 
of bringing the lost to Christ. 

.Jesus told us very clearly how we might 
glorify his Father. "By this is my Father 
glorified, that you bear much fruit, and 
so prove to be my disciples" (John 15:8). 
How can we prove we are his disciples? 
By bearing much fruit. What is fruit? It 
can be many things, but we focus in this 
article upon the fruit of that lost soul 
which has been rescued from perishing. 

There are three major reasons why 
many "Christians" are not personally and 
directly involved in soul saving. First, 
people are afraid. They are afraid to 
study, afraid to call on the lost, afraid to 
speak, afraid of rejection. Second, 
people are simply indifferent. Apathy has 
numbed our senses and we do not often 
think of the world as 4% billion souls 
lost and without Christ. Third, many of 
us are lacking in the proper training and 
motivation. Some of us have heard preach
ers all our lives who think preaching to 
saved people on Sundays is a divine call
ing. We must have the practical knowl
edge of "how to" throw out the lifeline. 

Evangelism is not an option for Chris
tians nor is it something we talk about in 
a class every few years. Church leaders 
(preachers and elders) must set the pace 
for soul saving in their respective congre
gations and then expect the flock to follow 
suit. Discipleship will cost us a great 
deal of time, talents, money and commit
ment and the flock won't go where the 
shepherds don'•t lead. 

I have attended numerous workshops 
and find that evangelists are saying the 
same things. Why? Because there is no 
new approach to saving the lost. It is an 
old story we must tell. And we cannot 
successfully evangelize until we are cer
tain of our own salvation (1 John 5 :13) 

on 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

and understand who the lost really are. 
The saving gospel of Christ is more 

than modern day psychology or deathbed 
stories tacked on to the end of a dry ser
mon. Intellectualism won't save the world. 
Degrees are fine, but they won't penetrate 
a cold and sinful heart. Excellency of 
speech won't convert the lost. Our most 
famous orators are not preachers. They 
are on TV and radio. Paul Harvey is a 
fine news commentator, but old hod carry
ing John Jones may do more soul saving. 
Neither will gimmicks and personality 
win people to Jesus. The church is just 
about gimmicked to death! We need old
fashioned people telling an old-fashioned 
story in an old-fashioned way every day 
to their friends and relatives and refusing 
to stop until Jesus comes. 

One practical way to begin saving the 
lost is to write down the names of all 
you know whom you feel are without 
Christ. Begin praying every day for those 
people and ask God to help you step into 
their lives with the message of Jesus. 
You simply cannot pray for someone's 
soul and not get busy doing something 
about saving him. 

We must learn to get our priorities in 
order. We are not here to climb social 
ladders, get better jobs, enjoy hobbies, 
take vacations and plan for retirement. 
We are here to reflect Jesus Christ in our 
lives to those who are not indwelt by his 
Spirit. Some of us aren't involved in soul 
saving because we say, "That just isn't 
my talent." Talent? Is kindness a talent? 
Is a beneficient heart, talent? Is prayer 
a talent? No Christian with all of his 
faculties has been exempt from evangel
ism. 

Ephesians 4:11 reflects the jobs we 
have in the church and each one is a soul
saving occupation. Nowhere in the New 
Testament is a Christian told he does not 
have to help save the lost. God didn't give 
us our mates and children and yards and 
boats to be used as excuses for not helping 
to save a lost world. 

Let's quit comparing ourselves with 
ourselves so much! Charles Hodge ha-; 
written that it is wrong for a 1,000 mem
ber church to baptize 20 or 30 a year. He 
also said it is just as wrong for a small 
church to baptize 300 a year and only 
keep 10 or 20 of those faithful. Every 
church ought to be baptizing multiple 
numbers daily and until we begin doing 

that, our comparisons won't accomplish a 
great deal. 

We must develop a sense of urgency in 
our hearts for the lost! If we had a 
friend who was dying of a terminal illness 
and we knew of a sure cure, do you 
think we would wait a moment to tell 
him? Of course not! Yet our friends have 
a greater terminal illness than cancer or 
heart disease. They are spiritually dyin.g 
while we have a sure cure and instead of 
telling them, we plan another "gospel 
meeting" for ourselves. We will never 
begin to evangelize the world in our own 
houses of worship. If preachers would 
offer the invitation of Christ to as many 
"outsiders" as they do "insiders" we would 
begin to reap a greater harvest. No farm
er in his right mind would ever sow his 
seed in his own barn or in Ms farmhouse. 
He would go out to the back forty and 
do it. We sit in our barns and sing about 
bringing in the sheaves and throwing out 
the lifeline and then go home to our din
ners, naps and jobs and forget about the 
lost until the next song. 

Some of us need to change the looks on 
our faces. Someone has sail that God gave 
us our faces but he left it up to us to put 
the expressions on them. Some of us live 
bitter lives and it shows. An unloving and 
bitter Christian simply cannot win a lost 
soul to a loving Jesus. Some of us with 
sad countenances ought to get off the 
firing lines for a little while to refresh 
ourselves. There is joy in salvation! Joy
less people are poor examples of Jesus' 
peaceful and happy way. 

Let it be said once again. We could win 
those who are seeking Jesus in just ten 
years without another gospel meeting, 
without another campaign, without anoth
er workshop and without another seminar 
on missions. If everyone who claims to be 
a child of God would just help save one 
soul each year, in just a few short years 
billions would have been won. Everyone 
win one! It is too simple. So we just won't 
do it. 

Church members with the word of God 
on their hearts and lips can win theh· 
towns and cities to the Lord. Even one 
genuinely committed group of teens in a 
church could generate revival in a church, 
a city and a nation! And we don't need a 
new commission. The old one is good 
enough (Matthew 28:18-20). 
2715 N. Averill Ave., Flint, Mich. 48506 
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BOB HARE EXPERIENCES A FINE 
RESPONSE DURING HIS RECENT 

STAY IN THE UNITED STATES 
While in the States during my last visit 

I spoke to 128 different congregations, 
taught classes or held lectures at Harding 
University, David Lipscomb College, Abi
lene Christian University, Freed Harde
man College and the University of Mis
sissippi. I was also invited to speak at 
the Fort Worth and Dallas Christian 
High Schols. Two Schools of Preaching 
invited me to speak, one was Brown Trail 
in Fort Worth and the other was the 
Preston Road School in Dallas. I attended 
the Eastern European Workshop con
ducted by the Richland Hills congregation 
in Fort Worth and also lectured there. 
The Bammei Road congregation of Hous
ton held a very important meeting con
cerning our printing operation in Vienna, 
Austria and I took part in it. I attended 
and took part in a board meeting for the 
European Christian College in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Also spoke at several preach
er's luncheons and lectured daily at the 
Tulsa Workshop, which was attended by 
more than 15,000 people. 

In covering these events I drove 25,000 
miles and flew approximately 10,000 more. 
I thoroughly enjoyed it and it was mainly 
because of the warm reception and re
sponse which I received. 

It is good to be back home in Europe 
after spending a little more than nine 
months in the States. After being here 
most of the past 30 years, this does seem 
more like home than the United States. 

The work in Austria and Europe in 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

STUDENTS FORM MISSION TEAM 
FOR VITORIA, BRAZIL 

A team of five family units have now 
committed their plans to the Lord, and 
themselves to each other, as they prepare 
to enter the city of Vitoria, Brazil. The 
purpose of their commitment and prep
aration is that of establishing the church 
in this metropolitan capital of one-half 
million persons on Brazil's east coast. 

The Vitoria Team is an answer to many 
months of prayer and preparation behind 
the scenes by Dr. Ellis Long and Gary 
Sorrells. Dr. Long works with the Con
tinent of Great Cities ministry, which is 
an effort to place mission teams in key 
capital cities of South America. Sorrells 
serves as resident missionary on the cam
pus of Lubbock Christian College. 

Team members are Jeff and Pam Has
kin, Marc and Sue Curfman, Tony and 
Do.rsey Kindler, Mike Ford, and Tim and 

general continues to be encouraging and 
challenging. It is a great satisfaction to 
know that in the past 30 years that I have 
had the opportunity to preach and help 
spread the gospel in 22 of the 28 countries 
of this great continent. 

Our greatest need right now is more 
workers. I have several families ready to 
come now but they do not have the needed 
support. Would be glad to furnish recom
mendations and assist you in any way 
possible. 

In Christian love, 
Bob Hare, Schrattensteingasse 50, 
A-2700 Wiener Neustadt, Austria 
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Janet Brumfield. The team wi11 continue 
their studies in Missions at the A.C.U. 
Graduate School as they prepare for a 
January 1983 departure.-Gary J. Sor
rells. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

57th Annual Harding University 
Bible Lectureship 

~ ~ I -.. \ \~-, ' 

-~\-:-:' '.. I ,, ",.~.~~We 
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THE SCHEMES 0 F SATAN 

(Continued from page 5) 
Jerusalem, and heaven. When the Bible 
speaks of our need to avoid Satan and 
resist temptation, it does so in as certain 
a way as it does love, mercy, and service. 
And when the Bible speaks of Satan, he is 
clearly pictured as a loser and he has al
ready lost the ultimate struuggle, when 
Jesus rose from the dead! 

It is amazing how a total loser can 
convince so many, that he has so much to 
offer! When in truth, all he can offer 
are lies (John 8 :44), ruined lives (Eph. 
4:17-19, Rom. 1:18-32), and certain death 
(Rom. 6:23)! 

Our opponent is no fairy-tale! When the 
Bible speaks of Satan, it shows that we 
are facing a very grim, but definite reality. 
How can we face the scheme of Satan 
we have just mentioned and not be de
ceived or give in to him? 

Only by a very strong commitment to 
God and by keeping our lives close to his 
loving forgiveness, can we avoid and con
quer Satan's schemes. In Eph. 4:22-24, we 
read of such a commitment--it speaks of 
becoming a new person in Christ. 

"that in reference to your former man
ner of life, you lay aside the old self, 
which is being corrupted in accord
ance with the lusts of deceit, and that 
you be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, and put on the new self, which 
in the likeness of God has been created 
in righteousness and holiness of truth." 
Verse 27, of the same chapter continues, 

"and do not give the devil an opportunity." 
The New English Bible, translates this, 
"leave no loop-hole for the devil." In other 
words, don't allow him the slightest foot
hold! 

In chapter 6 of Eph. in verses 10-20, 
we read of the Christian armor necessary 
for overcoming Satan. But along with 
the armor, must be the commitment of the 
individual! Thus, in verses 11, 13, & 14, 
Paul says, "STAND FIRM!" 

In 1 Peter 5:6-9, where the devil is de
scribed as a roaring lion, we are en
couraged to be sober and on the alert, 
but also, vs. 7, "casting all your cares 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

PlallS offered otzly to workers in 
Churches of Christ 

upon him (God) because he cares for 
you." What is impossible with man be
comes very possible with God! We must 
stand firm, but we must stand with him! 

In vs. 9, Peter says, "But resist him, 
firm in your faith." There is no other 
way to win over Satan, than by being 
firmly established in faith, faith in Jesus 
our Lord! 

And in James 4:7, we are told "Submit 
therefore to God, resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you." Without daily sub-

mitting to God, through obedience to Jesus; 
Satan will win and we will lose . . • 
eternally! 

Let us never be ignorant of Satan's 
schemes and let us not be lost eternally 
because of them! May we ever realize and 
apply the truth of 1 John 4 :4; "Greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world!" We win only with God
NEVER without him! Beware of and 
resist every scheme of Satan! 

Box 6, Davis, Okla. 73030 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

AGAPE of South Alabama is a social service agency sup
por±ed and opera±ed by members of ±he Church of Chris±. 
If is a licensed child placing agency providing a broad 
range of counseling services, services ±o unwed mo±hers, 
fos±er care and adop±ive services. There is also an edu
cational ou±reach program. 

AGAPE is seeking ±he services of a CASEWORKER. The 
position requires work wi±h fos±er care, adop±ive ser
vices, work wi±h unwed mo±hers and o±her areas if ex
perience and education of ±he social worker permi±s. 
Salary will be based on education and experience. 
Applican± mus± be a member of ±he Church of Chris±. 
Bachelor's or Mas±er's level in Social Work will be con
sidered. Application should be by le±±er and resume. 
Direc± application ±o Donald W. Hooker, Executive Di
rec±or, AGAPE of Sou±h Alabama, P.O. Box 16414, Mo
bile, Al36616. 205-666-5002. 
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WHAT'S R IGHT 1;-.1 THE L OR D'S 
Cll t; RCII T ODAY? 

(Continued from page 8) 

\\" c a rc the redeemed , r a nsomed, fo rgi ,·en , 
c leans ed, s ancti fied people of God whe n 
we a rc a pari of Clu·isl's chtll·ch . \Ve have 
a Saviour, a Father, a King, a Comforte r 
and a coming- Ch r ist w e se rve. L el u s 
rejoice ; ta lk up l he church; lalk up our 
J·claiionship w ith Chrisl ; believe h e is a 
l r iumpha ni Lord and speak often of what 
is 1·ighl in lhc L ord 's church toda y. 

201 2 \\'cslcrn Ave., Farmi ngton, N ew 
Mexico 87401 

---o---
THE VA L UE OF A H U MAN LIFE 

( Con t inued f r om page 6) 
Yes, l hc Christia n and t he m ate ri a l ist 

sec t hings ver y differ ently . Thank God f or 
opening- ou r eyes t o that w onder f ul dif 
fe re nce ! 
2206 H il ls bo ro R oad , Nas h v ille, TN 37212 

Da,·id H. I30J!!!S, B ox 56020, Auckland , 
New Zealand : Afte r s ix yea r s of w o rking 
with t h e c hu rch in Auckla nd , m y f a m ily 
an d r will be r eturning lo the States in 
Decem ber. The church is going to contin ue 
to need h elp in t he form of a missionary 
a fte r we lea ve. This is a city of 800,000 
Eng li sh -sp eaking people. The re a re two 
cong-r egations in the ci ty. Ther e will be 
no fulltime w orkers with t h e chu rch in 
A uckland when we lea ve . Each cong rega
t io n ha s an a ttendance of 50-60. T he 
brethren here want someone lo com e a nd 
w ork w ith them . I n terested p ersons sh ou ld 
w r it e t o the church h ere . 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jfte ~orJ~ 
Own Church 

by 

.JJarvcy A . Cfr ifJrc:J:J 

A new technique in teaching new 
convert-s t he impor tance of t he 
church. Third in a series o f pro
gramme d learnin g study books de
s igne d for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Exc ellent for class or individual 
study . 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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G.\IXS T O lm PLACE C:\STLE~IAX 
IN' CAi\1 EHOCX 

The J ohn Gains family will be going to 
the Camcrouns in W est Africa in m id 
1981 to re place lhc K irk Castleman familY 
w hich \\"il l be retu rn ing a t t hat time t~ 
lhe stales. 

S ince 1971 th e Oxford , A la b am a ch ur ch 
has s ponsored a fami ly in Cam eroun, and 
will sponsor the Gai ns fam ily . Information 
r egarding his \ \"Or k may be obtai ned by 
w riting the church, Box 3071, Oxford, AI. 
36203. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION r ACTORY DIRECT , . 

<ORrR[[ ATA,OGSCA,Ll: LLrRE~ ~;o 
1·800-527-8438 ·.- v<&[ ' r 

IEXAS CAll C0ll£Cl214 -586-150~ , J • 
OR WRIT[ 

• SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS, INC. , 
I'J I!IOX 1308 . ,. JACKSONVILLE. TX 75768 

Write or call coll ect (8 17) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Waco, Texas 767 10 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

l ocated 21/z miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Cou ntry. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Ava il
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CH RIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open fo r use year arou nd. 
For information, booking or reserva tions, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

r~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~--~~~~-~~---, 

\ ~ 
~ EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST ~ 
~ 1980 Lectures \ ' ~ ~ "THE CHURCH'S FOUNDA TION" ~ 
I (Psal m 11 :3) \ 
~ I 
~ Novem ber 7-9, 1980 ~ 
. I 
~ FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 ~ 
I 7: 30 P.M. " The Auto n o my of the 9:30 A.M. "Women and the Ch urch" j 
\ Church" - Foy Smith \ 
~ - Garland Elkins \ 

C SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 10:30 A.M. "Virg in Birth o f Christ and \ 
l the Ch urch" I 9 :30 A.M. " Loosing Whe re God Has -Alan Highers \ 
~ No t l o osed" I 
C -Garland Elkins 2:00 P.M. " Th e Place o f the O ld \ 
} 10:30 A.M. " Perfectionism in the Testament in the Church" · I Church" - Hugo McCord \ 
1 -Bill Hamrick I 
~ 11:30 A.M. " Binding Whe re God Has 3 :00 P.M. " fe llowsh ip" I 
• No t Bo und " -Tom Bright \ 
~ - Alan Highers 1 
C 4:00 P.M. " The Church and Yo ung ~l 
l 2:00 P.M. "The Chu rch is Not a People" 
\ Denom ination" - Foy Smith i j -Johnny Ramsey f 
\ 3 :00 P.M. "Unity In Diversity" 7:30 P.M. " Psalm 11 :3" I 
! -Tom Bright - Hugo McCord ~ 
I I 1 4:00 P.M. " The Resto ration l 
l Movement" r 
~ -Alan Highers DAVID P. BROWN ~ 
\ 7:00 P.M. "Chu rch G row th" Director r 
\ -Johnny Ramsey l 
. I 
~ Reservations for /-lousing- Contact Charlotte Morgan- (918) 682-6382 i 
I Eastside Church of Christ-2141 Kingston-Muskogee, Oklahoma 74401 : 

~ Cassettes o f each lecture will be available. ~ 
--~~~~~~~-~~~~-~~-~~~~~-~~~~~~ 
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Teacher,take your class on a trip into anti
quity and see the people, places and events 
of the Bible come to exciting life! 
Think of the power of a simple, easy-to-use presentation 
containing the great findings in Biblical archaeology, 
presented in a way to strengthen the faith of all your 
students. 

You'll see the excitement and joy in their eyes as they 
realize their faith is supported by historic fact. Imagine the 
impact on your class-whether they are nine years old-or 
ninety, as they: 

• Look into the tomb of an Egyptian pharaoh and marvel 
at the unbelievable riches which the Bible tells us Moses 
gave up in order to serve God. 

• Stand before the famous Moabite stone, erected in 853 
B.C., which records the rebellion of Moab against the 
Israelite nation and verifies the Old Testament account. 

• Read the inscription on the black obelisk found in the 
ruins of ancient Nineveh, which names Jehu, one of the 
kings of Israel whose deeds are recorded in 2 Kings 9: 1. 

• Discover the vast library of over 20,000 clay tablets 
unearthed at Nuzi, and learn how these time-encrusted 
tablets prove that the Book of Genesis gives a very accurate 
picture of everyday life in that long-ago time. 

Teacher Commitments: 
It is difficult for children and youth to fully 
comprehend that the events and places they are 
studying did happen and exist. I know the value 
of using a filmstrip series like this and how it 
attracts their interest. Their lessons and scrip
ture become more meaningful to them." L. C. 
Illinois 

Written by B.J. Humble, Ph.D. Dr. B.J. Humble, Pro
fessor of Bible at Abilene Christian University, studied 
Biblical archaeology under William F. Albright at the 
University of Iowa, where he received his Ph.D. 

• View the Dead Sea Scrolls, found accidentally by two 
shepherd boys in desolate caves-which contain a complete 
text of the Book of Isaiah that is at least 1,000 years older 
than existing texts, yet is amazingly identical in content. 

Complete with 5 full-color filmstrips, matching cassettes, 5 
printed scripts, Teacher's Guide and 5 Student's Work 
Sheets. 

• Like the Apostle Paul you will see, from the 
ruins of Pergamum, the inscription "To 
Unknown Gods"-a concept attacked by Paul 
in his sermon against false idols. 

Part 1/The Genesis Record. Evidences of peo
ple, races and events mentioned in Genesis are 
discovered. 

Part 2/ Ancient Israel. The story of Israel rises 
from the ashes of history to corroborate the 
Biblical account. 

Part 3/ The Dead Sea Scrolls. The most exciting 
discovery of modern times uncovers an ancient 
manuscript of the Book of Isaiah. 

Part 4/The Life of C hrist. How the paths walk
ed by Jesus can be retraced from the accurate 
New Testament account. 

Part 5/ The Empire and the Early Church. Visit 
ruins of ancient cities where Paul preached the 
Gospel. 

14-day free trial and unconditional money-back guarantee. 

Order a review kit today! 
r--------------------1 

Religious Services Company, Inc. GA 

PO Box 1739 Abilene, Texas 79604 Phone 915-677-1348 

Please send me set(s) of the new filmstrip series, PROOF FROM T HE 
PAST: How Archaeology Confirms the Bible, at $69.95 per set plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling costs per set. Payment method: 

___ Check for $ enclosed. Religious Services pays shipping costs. 

___ Bill us. We will pay shipping costs. 

Charge to my cre'dit card: ___ Visa ___ Master Charge 
# ________________ ___ 

Card Number Expiration Date 

N:unc 

Address 

State Zip City 
Signatur<-----:---:---:--:-:---:----:-:--;--:---:-:-;---- - -----

Function in church (minister, teacher, ~lder, deacon. etc.) 

L--------------------
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CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH TO 
BE ESTABLISHED IN HOUSTON 

A Center for Church Growth, to ser ve 
Churches of Christ, will open in Houston 
January 2, 1981. Dr. Joe D. Schube1t will 
be t he Director of the Center, which will 
operate under a board of Christian leader s. 

In announcing the new venture, Schu
bert observed that students of the Ameri
can social and religious scene believe the 
decade of the 80's will provide one of the 
best environments for the growth of 
Churches of Christ in this cent ury. The av
erage American is probably more respon
sive to the claims of Christ now than he 
has ever been, a significant change from 
25 years ago. 

"Realizing that effective evangelism is 
t ied Biblically ·and practically to the des
t iny of the "local church," leaders of many 
congregations are seeking a knowledge of 
reliable information and proven techniques 
t hat produce church growth and help in 
structurin&· a program for their congrega
tion that will be effective in reaching the 
people of their community," Schubert sai d. 
The Center for Church Growth is being 
established to meet this need for Churches 
of Christ by motivating and encouraging 
evangelism and church growth, by educat-

ing church leaders in principles of effec
tive church growth; by offering technical 
skills for developing growth strategies for 
individual congregations; by conducting 
and encouraging research in all phases of 
evangelism and church growth; and by 
serving as a resource foi· the church at 
large in its growth effo1ts. 

Because the operational costs of the 
Center are being substantially underwrit
ten by a group of interested Christians, the 
cost of these services will be minimal, thus 
allowing a larger number of churches and 
individuals to take advantage of them. In 
the past, it has been necessary for Church
es of Christ to seek quality help in the 
fie ld of church growth principles largely 
from denominational sources. The Center 
for Church Growth will now offer that kind 
of help to our people by our people. 

For more information, write Joe D. 
Schubert, Bammel Rd. Church of Christ, 
2700 FM 1960 West, H ouston, Texas 77090. 

J. C. Choate, Burton Drive, Winona, 
MS 38967 : Brot her Gordon Hogan and 
t hree of the local members of the church 
in Singapore preached and conducted 
classes in a series of meetings in Colom-

bo, Sri Lanka, May 29th t hrough June 
3rd. Two were r estored and six were 
baptized. 

In recent weeks six people have been 
obedient to the gospel in New Delhi, India. 
In addition to these, four were baptized 
as a result of a gospel meeting conducted 
by Brother Parker Henderson. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Require mnn with some experience. 

H ouse furnished. 
Call or write: 

HAMILTON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
701 Adirondac St. 

(406) 363-171 3 
H amilton, Montana 59840 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

tactsr~~ ~ffi~ ~~~~~~Yr.,ro~w:!t'cl'w'l~~~~ ~~!~~~~n~o~ 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs ol thousands of others during 

the P;:~J~~~r,en•:~.:~~g;::~~~~:~~~ phone and military 
Installation, II known, along with your noma and address 
to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAO 

~' ~1H~~~~ ~~~~hR~~;r..t ~ West Monroo.~oulslona 712111 

1iza American Mititary Evangelizing Nationa aa:11 

FULL COLOR SLIDES 

THE BOOK OF ACTS DRAMATIZED 
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Complete Book of Acts photographed in living color! 
Produced by Jule L. Miller T exas H. Stevens, Director and Editor 

Gospel Services, Inc., new and exclusive production. 

Actual full color photographs of the events in the Book of Acts. Almost total verse 
by verse coverage. All conversions covered in detail, including baptismal scenes. 
Authentic first century costumes and sets. Hundreds oflive models used. Each of the 
four volumes is packed in a beautiful book-type box with a hinged cover containing 
over 400 slides. Index keys each slide to Bible text. No script or recording needed. 

Separate Volumes 

No. 707A Volume I (Acts 1:1-9:19 I 416 Sl ides) ...... .......................... .. . S89.50 

No. 707B Volume II (Am 9:20-15:3 I 428 Slides) ................................. S92.00 

No. 707C Volume! II (Acts 15:-1-22:30 I -133 Slides) ... ................ ....... . ..... S93.00 

No. 7070 VolumclV (Acts 23: 1-28:31 I -157 Slides) .............. .... .... .... ... .. . S98.00 

No. 707 The Book of Acts Dramatized in Color Slides 
Over 1734 slides in four book-type 

boxes ................. ........... S269.95 

r;~~~:~~;;~;F~;;"';'A~:'"'I 
~ $10.00 
@ Order enti re fou r volumes of 1734 color sl ides for only ~ 
~ S259.95 cash. Volumes I thru IV will be sent immediately ' 
~ post~ge paid on this introductory offer. Paymant and this ' 
(It spec1al coupon must accompany order. ~ 

~®®~~~~®®®®~®~~~®~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 61 0 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

FIRM fOUNDATION-OCTOBER 21, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO ~ 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See .Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & histm·ic N. Vn. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
S1,iritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll .contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubliD Rood 

PleasaDtoD, CallforDia 84508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauanla Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM=-=o,-:,N":":S:--::F:::R=-o=M=-=s==u:::N=s=E=T=--o-n""""="9o~m-:-in-u-:'te-c-assette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisb7, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Hnrper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 1284, Ruston, LA. 71270. 
llloDterrey, Mexico& Ave. FDndlcloDes 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cnrdenns, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 nod 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 1711, foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3787 or (713) 481-1466.'"=-==--=~ 
BREWE~MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Christian Lady neededfor-housework, office work, 
babysitting, etc. Room, board, plus salary. Write 
Sowega Youth Home, P.O. Box 932, Albany, Georgia 
31702. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND .. 220G E. Morgan Ave .. 
u.s. 460 East Oppo111te K-Mnrt. Offlct! 4'1'1· 
5211. Dobb'y Wade, MID, 4'18-40158. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485~ 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Church of 
Cllrlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
DISCOUNT Maxcell blank video tape VHS Beta, 
Umatic. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY. Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 95055. 
Want To Bu7: Used Religious Books. Bob JacltBOn
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
EVANGELISTAVAIIABLE: Age 38, married, 2 
teen-age children. Preaching school graduate, ex
perienced in mission work. No hobbies, but stress 
commitment in m7 teaching. Seeking a sound, com
mitted congregation that wants to grow and is will
ing to work toward that end. Prefer pulpit position 
but will consider other areas of full-time service. 
If You think I can fit into your program of work, 
contact: Roy A. Crutcher, 221 W. 2nd Street, Spen
cer, Iowa 51301. Resume & references sent upon 
request. Or call 712-262-2294. 

Preacher N:-eed-=-e-=d-------
Congregation of 60. A man of God who will preach 
the Truth with Love. $200.00 wk. with house and 
utilities. Contact Stanley Tramell, P.O. Box 458, 
Aspermont. Texas 79502. Phone 817-989-8381 or 
Tom Hill, Phone 817-989-2266. 
PREACHER-WANTED:- Co:..:n-=-gr"--e-ga~t:-:-io_n_o-=-f--::8~0-to:--~10=-=-o. 
3 yrs. old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega
tion located in fastf'st growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be willing 
to work and labor with the Lord's people. Only 
evangelistic minded preacher need to apply. Salary 
$1200.00 per month, $850.00 housing allowance. Also 
have full t.!IM youth director and bus director com
ing in August. Call (318) 855-2423, 855-7630, 
855-6885, 865-6180, 855-2404, 488-7751 or write Moss 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box 7011, Lake 
Charles, J...a. 7060-=-1.:... ---..,..--=-=--=-=------

Houseparents Needed 
Cnll collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 68857. Phone 314 
888-5974 or 314 888-2475. 
Houseparents needed at Medina Children's Home 
by October 1. 1980. Perhaps you are considering 
full-time work for the Lord l Medina Home is accept
ing applications and interviews for houseparents by 
October 1, 1980. Christians who are interested in 
the rearing of boys and girls in a Christian way. 
Men should possess skills in maintenance or inter
ests in agricultural areas, campus beautification and 
related ~orks. If there are those in your congrega
tion who desire this work. please ask them to con
tact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-7725 (day) or 
512-589-2236 (niahts and weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78065. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success converting 
souls. Trnining conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist, Church of Christ, 344 
N. W. Wintercrest, Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985. . 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out call 
602-428-2726 or 3233. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
In rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ. Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 

SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
A vailnble thru Government Agencies. may sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8025 Ext. # 566 on 
how to obtain your Surplus Directory. 
Thq Chansonaires, a christian male quartet. is seek
ing to purchase original song material. Music shoulJ 
be intended for a cappella singing. For more in
formation contact 2205 Flushing Road, Flint. Michi
gan 48504. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider n growing, receptive. eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Cnll COLLECT. Milo Bentley. 1-602-778-3188 (home. 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
RF.AT.TV. P.O. RO'l{ 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312, 

CENTURY2.-RUDY WYATT, RE=A~LT:O~R==s--
( 40 Agents ready to serve l 

If you are movinJr an7where in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an t>thical. 
C'nrinf!' profeqsional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for MPI nr Rndy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REAJ.TORS 
23rr1 & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is Independently owned anrl operated. 
Small rural congregation in need of a preacher. 
Can furnish partial supoort. Retired person pre
ferred. Contact Olen McCormac, Dennard, AR 
72629, 501-745-2305. 

YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

HELP STOP JEBOV AH'S WITNESS DOCTRINE. 
I can provide the material to combat this false 
doctrine. Write Buddy Miller, 3395 Austrian Pine 
Way, Portage, Mich. 49081. 
Joy bus, 1966 GMC 66 Passenger, painted, good 
shape. $3,300. Call 503-756-4844. 
R. D. ICE, 1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca NY 14860. 
Phor.e (607) 277-8969. Wish to relocate before winter. 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee ('602) 333-2867. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm FouDdntloD 
tries to screen ndvertlaiDJt• aDd will Dot 
kDowiDgly take questloDnble ndvertlsiDg. 
Dnt It Is th,. ~·ender's respoDslblllty to ID
vestlgnte·. ~ .c:e OD7 other paper, we some
times DnwltttnJth' roD nn unworth7 nd. 
As the old aa7IDg goes, before 'FOD lnveat. 
lnvt>lllfl~tel 

TENTH & ROCKFORD IN TULSA TO 
HAVE HOMECOMING 

November 9 is the date set for a home
coming at Tenth & Rockford, Tulsa, Okla
homa. On that day Willie E. Hamblen will 
begin a four day gospel meeting. This con
gregation has been meeting at this location 
since 1922. Dinner on the grounds with 
singing in the afternoon will be featured. 
Housing accommodations will be provided 
for those who come from a distance. Ad
dress: 829 S. Rockford or call: 918-587-
4023 .. 

--------01--------
Walter Swain, 6636 Rockglen Ave., San 

Diego, Ca. 92111: I am in my second year 
as Personal Work Director here. Darrel 
Davis is our new pulpit minister. We have 
had 66 responses this year, 28 of them 
being new conversions. We would appre
ciate the names and addresses of any in 
this area who are Christians, especially 
those here in the Navy, that we might 
contact them. 3951 Dalles Ave., San Diego, 
Ca. 92117. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSU~ $75~000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May.15, 1980 

Maturing 11f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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No longer an impossible dream ... 
- . 

HOWARD WRIGHT 
Chairman 

THCR Board 
Emcee 

FERN HILL 
Author 

"Graduation to Glory" 
Dedication Speaker 

JERRY HILL 
Executive Director 
Dedication Speaker 

-- --- ! 

Announcing ... 
your invitation to the historic 
Dedication and Fonnal Opening 
of Timothy Hill Children's Ranch at 
1 p.m. Saturday, November 15, 1980. 

After years of planning and prepa
ration, Timothy Hill Children's Ranch 
is beginning its ministry to serve 
families in crisis. 

The Ranch, situated 75 miles from 
New York City on the eastern end of 
Long Island, has been chartered and 
licensed by New York State to serve 
"dependent, neglected, and abused 
children. " 

The Ranch becomes the first such 
child-care ministry supported by 
churches of Christ in the entire 
northeastern United States. 

Opening ceremonies which will 
include a dedicatory address to be 
shared by Jerry and Fern Hill, whose 
late son Timothy dreamed of someday 
having a place of his own for homeless 
kids. Because young T imothy's vision 
matched one of the great needs of the 
area - a place to care for abused 
children - the Ranch was named 
after him. 

limothyHIII Chiidren'sRanch 

EUGENE LAWTON 
Newark, N.J . 

Dedication Speaker 

260 Middle Road 
P.O. Box 284 
Riverhead, NY 11901 

,· 
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These brethren went t o the Philippines to conduct four gospel meetings 
in Baguio City, Metro Manila, Cebu City, and Bacolod City. Thoro wore 
49 Baptisms plus the restoration of one family. 

Pictured ~~re, beck row: Chuck Evans, George Ewing, Chris Erickson , Bob 
Buchana. Second row: Roger Mclain, Bonnie Evans, Rog er Daniel, Steve 
Byrne , Barbara Kee, J a mes Beliew, Wayne Polk, front row: Coleon Davis 
and Gary Davis. Joe Pennington, not in picture. 

Three families represented in tho group have made a de cision to evange lize 
in the Phili ppines. 

Austin, Texas, October 28, 1980 
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GJitoria/ 
Religion and Politics 

We doubt that there has ever been in the history of 
our country a more brazen attempt on the part of re
ligious zealots to grab political power than that which 
accompanies the 1980 elections. The masses of Funda
mentalists and Evangelicals who recently marched on 
Washington, and the wide-spread propaganda of noted 
"evangelists" who use mass media for political pur
poses bothers .us. We are as scared of religion as a 
political force .as we would have been if we had lived 
in the days of the Inquisition. 

America was- founded by people who were fleeing 
religious tyrany. Yet when these same fugitives gained 
sufficient clout in their respective colonies they enacted 
laws that made their own .religion the official religion 
of the colonies. Roger Williams was run out of Massa
chusetts because he was not in the good graces of the 
religious block that was in power. When some religious 
block became powerful enough to "influence legisla
tion" they burned the witches in the camps of all the 
others-Quakers, Baptists, Roman Catholics-it made 
no difference. 

Take a look back over history and the blackest of all 
the pages deal with the intolerance of religious powers 
entrenched in seats of government. The "most danger
ous force in history" is set loose when great blocks of 
religious voters pull the same voting lever. 

It is true that each of us is a citizen of two govern
ments; one with its throne in Heaven and the other 
with its seat in Washington. We owe obligations to 
both. And as individuals we must determine-each for 
himself-the degree of support which he will give. But 
when we try to turn politicians into religious commodi
ties to be bought by power blocks of "Conservatives" or 
"Evangelicals", World Council of Churches, Roman 
Catholics or Jews, we are mixing church and state in a 
way that the Founding Fathers never intended. 

We will never establish the kingdom of God on earth 
with headquarters in Washington. Politics have always 
been rotten, and always will be. When the Devil 
tempted the Lord, he offered him all the kingdoms of 
the world. And he could have delivered because he 
owned them all. He still does. From Watergate to 
Brilab i~ is the same story of greed, selfishness, corrup
tion and power. We would be glad to see God's prin
ciples in government, and would vote for any candidate 
that we thought would honor them, but joining a power 
block to enthrone "the church's choice" in power is 
another thing entirely. 

One of the chief contributing factors to the strength 
of our nation is the fact that it has been a melting pot 
of earth's teeming masses-the oppressed, the dis
franchised, the poor and the disillusioned. It is a mix
ture of all races and all cultures. And each has made a 
valuable contribution. The individualism that made us 
the nation we are must not be surrendered to religious 
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leaders who would make great numbers of us goose-step 
to the tune they play. Let us be 128 million Americans, 
like 128 million stars in the universe-each constantly 
changing its relationship to every other star in order to 
hold the universe stable-each contacting, influencing 
and rubbing off on the other. 

Certainly Christians should be interested in the great 
moral issues of our day-abortion, Civil Rights-and 
all the rest. Each should hope that elected officials will 
employ the principles of God in dealing with them. And 
each should be free to vote for the candidate that he 
feels will most effectively apply righteousness to our 
national ways. But deliver us from block votes and 
power plays in the name of religion. We do not need 
political religion. 

The Bible clearly teaches that Christians have cer
tain obligations to civil government. Even under tyrany 
or slavery they have obligations-as they had in Jesus' 
day. In our land we are a part of the governing process, 
and we owe some added responsibilities. Since the gov
ernment is "us", we believe Christians have a personal 
responsibility to influence government in other ways 
in addition to the ballot box. Not only must we vote for 
candidates that we believe will conduct themselves most 
compatibly with our Christian beliefs and practices, 
but we must ·also conduct ourselves between elections 
in such a way as to uphold righteousness and lend our 
influence to worthy causes. Christians ought not, to be 
timid when it comes to expressing themselves on such 
moral issues as abortion. They should have a voice in 
shaping the course of the nation in such areas as the 
teaching of evolution in the public schools as a faith, or 
a religion, when it cannot be scientifically proven. 

In other times, respected brethren have advocated 
that Christians completely withdraw from the political 
theatre and have nothing to do with it. We are probably 
reaping the results of that philosophy. Lot was one time 
given the opportunity to influence the destiny of 
Sodom. Who knows that Christians, working within 
the system, might furnish the spark of righteousness 
that can exalt a nation. 

America was settled by those who would escape re
ligious bigotry and intolerance. It would not be wise 
to enthrone the monster at so late a date. For that 
reason we are extremely afraid of the present attempts 
of certain religious radicals to seize political power 
through the use of the mass media. For after all, he who 
captures and controls the mass media controls the 
country. 
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Three Conversions 

We usually associate Acts chapters ten 
and eleven with the conversion of Cor
nelius. That is one aspect of the story, but 
if conversion includes changes in believers' 
lives (cf. Luke 22 :32) the passage de
scribes three conversions instead of only 
one. 

The conversion of Cornelius. From all 
appearances Cornelius did not need to be 
converted. He was 'devout and God-fear
ing; he gave generously, prayed to God 
regularly, was righteous and respected by 
all the Jewish people.' In addition, Cor
nelius had received direct assurance that 
his 'prayers and gifts to the poor had come 
up as a remembrance before God.' 

With a record like that we would not be 
surprised if Cornelius gave Peter a sum
mary of his accomplishments and a re
quest (if not a demand) for church mem
bership on the basis of his standing in the 
community. That is what would have 
happened today. Influenced by theologies 
which blurr the distinction between the 
church and the world, unbelievers are quite 
pleased to agree 'that whoever works for 
the betterment of society demonstrates 
that he is already a member and servant of 
the kingdom of God.' In that way, en
counter between evangelist and non
believer is reduced to a dialogue in which 
conversion has already been ruled out. 

But Cornelius did not defend his position 
or display his record. "I sent for you im
mediately, and it was good of you to come. 
Now we are all here in the presence of 
God to listen to everything the Lord has 
commanded you to tell us." That is the 
humility that leads to conversion. No won
der the account closes with baptism in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

The conversion of Peter. But if we begin 
with Cornelius we must go on to see the 
personal struggle which surrounds Peter's 
visit to Caesarea. 

On the roof in Joppa Peter saw a vision 
which deeply challenged his whole concept 
of religion. He did not know what to make 
of it. Peter was a .disciple of Christ but 
he also faithfully observed Jewish food 
laws. "Peter's own deeply cheriished image 
of himself as an obedient member of the 
household of God" lies behind his hurried 
reply: "Surely not, Lord! ..• I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean." Peter 
exporienced the vision as nothing less than 
"an assault on his fidelity to the law.'' 

While Peter was thinking about the 
vision, Cornelius' servants arrived, Peter 
welcomed them, went to Caesarea, 
preached the gospel and baptized the first 
Gentile converts. 

Familiarity with the details should not 
blind us to the intensity of Peter's inner 
battle. Even when he arrived in Caesarea, 
his comments reflected devotion to Jewish 
customs: "You are well aware that it is 
against our law for a Jew to associate 
with a Gentile or visit him." Although 
Peter was a Christian the teaching which 
he had heard from childhood still weighed 
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heavily on his mind. He lived under a set 
of rules which would not allow him to eat 
the food he had seen on the house top and 
certainly would not permit him to visit the 
house of a Gentile. 

And yet, there he stood-inside Cor
nelius' house surrounded by Gentiles! 
What had happened? Peter had taken 
another step along the path of Christian 
growth. "But God has shown me that I 
should not call any man impure or un
clean. So when I was sent for, I came •.. " 

Peter spoke the word of God with a new 
understanding. He who had welcomed Jews 
on Pentecost now spoke to 'those far off.' 
"I now realize how true it is that God 
does not show favoritism but accepts men 
from every nation who fear him and do 
what is right • . • everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name ••. Can anyone keep these people 
from being baptized with water? •.. So 
he ordered that they be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ." 

The conversion of Cornelius was pre
ceeded by the conversion of Peter. Peter's 
new grasp of the implications of the gospel 
led straight to his willingness to receive 
Gentiles into the fellowship. 

"How shall they hear without a preach
er?" Yes. And unless the preacher is will
ing to question his own assumptions, to 
step across traditional boundaries and to 
risk his reputation, there will be no preach
er whom they can hear. 

The will of God still calls for the con
version of preachers. How often worldly 
thinking, comfortable religious habits, and 
socially acceptable behavior prevent us 
from crossing the barriers toward which 
the gospel points us. 

If we dare to go to a 20th century 
Caesarea there is no telling what dra
matic news we will have to bring back to 
our Jerusalems. But without continuing 
conversions the journey will not be made 
and there will be nothing to report except 
"We have kept our record clean. No one 
can accuse us of disturbing the status 
quo .... " 

The conversion of the Jerusalem church. 
Acts ten ends on a note of expanding 

fellowship. Chapter eleven, however, opens 
with anger. Peter returned to Jerusalem 
and was met by a wall of criticism. "You 
went into the house of uncircumcised men 
and ate with them." The believers who 
leveled that charge did not understand 
gospel outreach. They wanted to keep 
Christ within the limits of their own tradi
tions. They had marked off the area in 
which Christ could be offered and no one, 
not even Peter, would be allowed to ignore 
their definitions. 

At this point the excitement and open
ness which Peter had shown in Caesarea 
was tested. How deeply was he committed 
to welcome the Gentiles into the church? 

"Peter began and explained everything 
to them precisely as it had happened: 'I 
was in the city of Joppa .•. '" Peter's ac-

tion was not bRsed on humanistically lib
erated thinking-it was the result of 
God's comment on the meaning of the 
gospel of Christ. "So if God gave them the 
same gift as he gave us when we believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 
think that I would oppose God!" With that 
the confrontation ended. The Jerusalem 
church had been converted and joy re
placed anger: "When they heard this, they 
had no further objections and praised God, 
saying, 'So then, God has even granted 
the Gentiles repentance unto life.' " 

Lesslie Newbigin challenges us to think 
of these conversions not only as history 
but also as a picture of what it means in 
every generation to be on mission for the 
Lord. 

"Before he [Peter] has finished the 
situation passes out of his control. • • 
Peter understands that he is not in 
control. A power greater than his own 
has broken down the hedge which pro
tected devout Jews from the unclean
ness of the ·heathen world. Peter can do 
nothing but humbly accept the fact and 
receive these uncircumcised pagans by 
baptism into the fellowship of the 
church. • • What the story makes clear 
•.. is that mission changes not only the 
world but also the church. Quite plain
ly in this case there is a conversion of 
the church as well as the conversion of 
Cornelius. It is not as though the church 
opened its gates to admit a new person 
into its company, and then closed them 
again, remaining unchanged except for 
the addition of a name to its ·roll of 
members. Mission is not just church ex
tension. It is something more costly and 
more revolutionary." 

In view of that suggestion there are a 
number of questions we should ask our
selves, both as individuals and as congre
gations. Do we recognize that the need for 
conversion is never finished? Do we ac
knowledge that the very nature of the 
gospel calls on each of us to enter ever 
more deeply into the territory of the king
dom of God? Have we accepted the fact 
that that entering is a spiritual and mental 
process as well as a geographical matter? 
What is our reaction when the effect of 
the gospel goes beyond our expectations, 
our definitions and our experience? Are 
we critical of people whose vision of the 
kingdom is larger than our own? How do 
we feel and act when the light of God's 
word shows us to have been mistaken? Do 
we rejoice when we are shown the differ
ence between our narrow ideas and the 
breadth of God's will? 

Conversion-may we have the grace to 
be converted all three times and more as 
the word of the Lord invites us to see 'how 
wide and long' as well as 'how high and 
deep.' 

P.O. Box 31, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, 
Japan 350-18 
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A Preacher in the White House (3) 

When James A Garfield arrived in Chi
cago near the close of May, 1880, for the 
Republican national convention, he was, 
as one member of the church put it, "the 
best dark horse." Even before the conven
tion opened, there was evidence that the 
party was hopelessly divided over its three 
major candidates-U.S. Grant, James G. 
Blaine and John Sherman. A deadlocked 
convention was foreseeable, and a number 

·of men were already actively at work for 
Garfield's nomination. 

On his first Sunday in town, May 30, 
Garfield sought out his brethren. He wor
shiped with the South Side congregation 
which met at the corner of Indiana Ave
nue and 25th Street. The following Sun
day, June 6, came in the midst of the 
hectic week-long convention. It was an 
exceedingly stormy morning, and a cold 
rain was blowing in from nearby Lake 
Michigan. Nevertheless, Garfield hailed a 
carriage and drove over three miles to 
meet with his brethren. 

During the course of the convention, 
Garfield gave a spontaneous speech that 
"captured the whole convention" and set 
off an enthusiastic demonstration. At the 
peak of this ovation, Garfield spotted a 
Hiram graduate, and pulling him near, 
asked: "How many Hiram boys do you 
think there are in the gallery?" In a mo
ment of personal triumph, his first thought 
was to know how many of the Hiram circle 
were there to feel pride in his achievement. 
Throughout the marathon proceedings, 
there were a growing number of demon
strations for the dark horse from Ohio. 

Finally, after thirty-four frustrating 
roll calls in which none of the major candi
dates could muster a majority, the move
ment for Garfield began to gather momen
tum. Wisconsin was the first state to shift 
its votes to Garfield, and on the thirty
sixth ballot the nomination was made 
unanimous in a stampede. While Garfield 
sat motionless in his chair, thousands of 
partisans triumphantly chanted his name 
in an emotion-packed scene no convention 
has ever rivaled. 

After the convention, Garfield immedi
ately returned to Hiram to fulfill a long
standing speaking engagement at Hiram 
College. The Hiram band in a wagon 
decorated with flags met his train at 
Garrettsville, and he was led in a trium
phant procession over the three miles back 
to Hiram. There he was reunited with his 
wife in a tearful embrace, and he gra
ciously accepted the plaudits of Burke 
Hinsdale, Harmon Austin and the others. 
The following day Garfield presided at 
the special college reunion that was held 
every five years, and he spoke at the 
annual commencement exercises. 

The news of Garfield's nomination was 
received with pleasure and surprise in 
much of the brotherhood. In the North, 
the four leading weekly periodicals were 
unanimous in their approval of the con-

4 [692] 

JERRY RUSHFORD 

vention's choice. Perhaps John F. Rowe, 
the editor of the American Christian Re
view, summed up the feellng best when he 
editoralized: 

General James A. Garfield, recently 
nominated by the Chicago Republican 
Convention for the Presidency of the 
United States, is a member of the 
Church of Christ, and has been for 
about thirty years • • . besides being a 
statesman of acknowledged ability, his 
private life has been pure, and • . .. his 
Christian character is without a stain. 
. . . We have known Bro. Garfield per
sonally for twenty-five years, and dur
ing all that time have known him as a 
humble Christian •... The last time we 
were in Washington city we found him 
teaching a Bible class in the Sunday
school. ..• We have spoken these few 
words in praise of Bro. Garfield as a 
Christian citizen • . • because we think 
our brethren at large feel pleased that 
so distinguished an honor has been con
ferred on one of our brethren. 

The other editors-Isaac En·ett of the 
Christian Standard; James Harvey Garri
son of the Christian; and Barton Warren 
Johnson of the Evangelist-all wrote en
couraging editorials endorsing the Gar
field candidacy. 

However, there were some in the church, 
notably from the South, who viewed the 
Garfield nomination with mounting alarm. 
In Texas, C. M. Wilmeth, editor of the 
Christian Preacher in Dallas, and Thomas 
R. Burnett, editor of the Christian Mes
senger in Bonham, were opposed to Gar
field's candidacy for both political and per
sonal reasons. Neither of them could 
conscientiously support the Republican 
party, and they had never forgiven Gar
field for his desire to confiscate the prop
erty of the South at the close of the Civil 
War. In Nashville, Tennessee, David 
Lipscomb, editor of the Gospel Advocate, 
was not really opposed to Garfield for 
political or personal reasons, but for 
theological reasons. For over fifteen years, 
Lipscomb had been teaching in the pages 
of the Advocate that-the._Christian should 
be totally noninvolved in civTlgovernment. 

Those who opposed Lipscomb in the 
South had always argued that religion and 
religious character were needed in the 
polital world. But now with Garfield's 
nomination, Lipscomb saw an excellent op
portunity to reaffirm his convictions on 
the Christian's relation to civil govern
ment. The June 24 issue of the Advocate 
carried Lipscomb's first volley: "But now, 
dear brethren of the South who wish to 
argue for good, pious, religious rulers, 
what are you going to do about Bro. Gar
field? Are you going to vote for him, or 
will you take up an ungodly Democrat?" 
If the readers of the Advoate in the 
heavily Democratic South were caught off 
guard by that question, they were stunned 

a month later when Lipscomb wrote: 
Gen Garfield is a member of the 

church of Christ. He is a man in good 
standing in that church. He is intimate 
with a great number of well-known 
and leading disciples of Christ. They all 
regard him as a man of honor and in
tegrity .•. we are satisfied that we 
know of no man who has gone into poli
tics, who has become so thoroughly 
identified with the affairs of govern
ment, and yet so well retained his 
Christian character and religious inter
est as has General Garfield. . . . Every 
disciple of Christ in the land that be
lieves religion and religious character is 
needed in the political world ... is under 
solemn obligation to vote for Gen Gar
field. 
Lipscomb took his attack further when 

he challenged the readers of he Advocate 
to ask themselves why Thomas A. Bur
nett would not support Garfield editorially 
in the pages of the Christian Messenger. 
"Is it because he thinks more of his poli
tics than his religion?" Lipscomb asked. 
"Or is it because Garfield is unpopular in 
Bro. Burnett's section, and if he were to 
act out his principle, it would cost him 
a few subscribers ..•. ?" Lipscomb's south
ern friends begged him to leave the issue 
alone, and his controversial stand did cost 
him some subscribers. But he had made his 
point. "We have had one simple purpose 
before us," he told his readers in August, 
"that is, to show those brethren who have 
insisted that religion is needed in politics 
and that religious men in high places of 
government would promote the cause of 
religion, do not really believe this ...• " 

Having established his point, Lipscomb 
revealed his true feelings about the Gar
field nomination by writing: 

I now say that I firmly believe that 
his election would be a source of great 
corruption and injury to the church of 
Jesus Christ. I would be glad not on 
political but purely religious grounds, to 
see him and every other member of a 
church of Christ who aspires to office, 
defeated-so badly defeated, too, that it 
will crush out all hope that any one of 
them can ever be elected, and so to drive 
out all thought and aspiration for po
litical office. 

When John F. Rowe challenged Lips
comb to a written debate on the subject, 
he received a swift acceptance. Throughout 
the autumn of 1880, while the nation was 
caught up in an exciting presidential cam
paign, Lipscomb and Rowe were discussing 
the question, "Can Christians Vote and 
Hold Office?" The articles of each were 
carried in both the Advocate and the Re
view, and they aroused considerable 
interest. In the next article we will see how 
the church responded to Garfield's election. 
Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 
90265 . 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

Victory Through Surrender 

The primary weakness of the church 
today is the failure to live surrendered, 
spiritual lives. A religion that's not rooted 
in Jesus Christ is without life, growth, 
fruit and permanence. The Christian's life 
is in Christ. We are in Christ (I Cor. 
1:30). Christ is in us (II Cor. 13:5). Christ 
is to be formed in us (Gal. 4:19), and 
Christ is to be our life (Phil. 1:21). 

Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and 
the life" (John 14:6). What He is saying 
is, "I am the way; without me there is 
no going. I am the truth; without me there 
is no knowing. I am the life; without me 
there is no living." 

Christianity is not a creed to live by but 
a person to live within: Jesus Christ. Be
coming a Christian is not like passing a 
comprehensive, theological examination. 
It's more like getting married and living 
in a holy, happy relationsip with the Lord 
(Rom. 7:1-4). God's goal for every Chris
tian is that he look like Jesus Christ (Rom. 
8:29). 

In the apostle Paul's most. personal 
epistle, II Corinthians, he described in 
chapter 12 his struggle with the thorn 
in the flesh that the Lord had given him. 
His pride received a knock-out blow. He 
learned to trust divine strength, not his 
own. After his asking, urging, almost beg
ging the Lord three times to remove the 
thorn, the Lord gave him an answer that 
proved inspiration for the rest of his life. 
The Lord said, "My grace is sufficient for 
you," or "My power is made perfect in 
weakness." When the Lord said, "My grace 
is sufficient for you," the Greek text indi
cates that he meant, "My grace is suf
ficient now and always." 

God answered Paul's prayer, not by re
moving the thorn, but by giving him the 
grace to bear it. Paul recognized that he 
was what he was solely because of the 
grace of God (I Cor. 15:10). He was sur
rendered to the Lord. He explained, "Not 
that we are sufficient of ourselves to claim 
anything that's coming from us; our suf
ficiency is from God" (II Cor. 3 :5). 

God, and God alone, gave the gospel. 
God and God alone, gives men the ability, 
the resources and the strength to proclaim 
it. In every circumstance Paul learned 
that his preaching was effective because 
the power was from God, not from him 
(II Cor. 4:7-12). Paul said, "Therefore, I 
glory in my weakness because this is the 
only condition in which the power of God 
will come." 

So Paul says, "How can one have more 
grace, more of God, and more of God's 
power? Through human power and pride? 
Absolutely not! These things are the very 
antitheses of divine grace. Paul's experi
ence makes it explicitly plain that humili-

CALVIN WARPULA 

ating circumstances are the only ones 
where God's grace is received. A scene of 
.divine weakness is the best possible stage 
for the display of divine power. It was 
when Paul was weak, poor, sick, humili
ated, despised, and unloved by his own 
spiritual children that God's power came 
into view. Divine graces exert their 
greatest power when human weakness is 
at its lowest. 

To become a Christian, Paul had to sur
render his life to God, quit depending on 
his own resources, and depend on God's 
resources. In Philippians 3:1-11, Paul de
scribed his spiritual pilgrimage from 
Jewish legalism into Christian righteous
ness. As a Jew, Paul-had enough morality 
to keep him out of trouble, but he did not 
have, and no one ever has, enough right
eousness to get him into heaven without 
Christ. Paul listed his legalistic pedigree: 
circumcision, Israelite, Benjaminte, He
brew, Pharisee, zealous, blameless. He was 
counting on his ancestry, his orthodoxy, 
his activity, and his morality to take him 
to heaven. However, Jewish legalism never 
produced God's righteousness. Legalism 
that glorifies human accomplishments and 
praises opinionated rules is lifeless and 
loveless, arid and putrid. Only when Paul 
came to know Christ did he have life with 
God. Everything that was gain for Paul 
apart from Christ was lost in his con
version to Christ. Paul realized that the 
fellowship of Christ was personal ("that 
I may know him"). It was powerful ("and 
the power of His resurrection"). It was 
painful ("and the fellowship of his suf
ferings"). It was practical ("that I might 
be conformed unto His death"). 

When we throw ourselves totally with
out reservation upon God, then we belong 
to the Lord of all power and might. When 
we are weak in ourselves, then we are 
strong in Christ. Conversely, when we are 
strong in ourselves, then we are weak in 
Christ. God can only fill an empty cup. 
The thorn that was Satan's messenger be
came an aid, not a handicap, because under 
it Paul grew in grace and effective service. 
The self-sufficient will never know the 
all-sufficiency of God. 

Christ is the begging of life, the con
tinuing of life, the end of life, the inspira
tion of life, the task of life, the strength 
of life, and the reward of life. When Paul 
says, "Christ means life to me," the word 
"Christ" in that verse is not equivalent to 
Christianity as a system, or the church as 
a society. There is no life in a system or 
a society without Jesus Christ. Nothing 
can communicate life but a living person. 
The only reason life is found anywhere 
or in anything is because of the presence 
of the living Jesus. 

A Christ-centered life is not, then, obey-

ing an army of rules and regulations, but 
it's a matter of pleasing a personality: 
Jesus Christ. 

In Romans 6, Paul forcefully argued 
that, when one obeys the gospel, he be
comes a servant of the Lord. A Christian 
could no more think of arising from his 
baptismal grave to live in sin than Jesus 
could have thought of rising from the 
garden tomb to practice evil. The believer 
dies spiritually in baptism just like Jesus 
died historically on Calvary. In this chap
ter, Paul spoke of death some 15 times, 
and he explained this undeniable, irre
futable, unmistakable principle: Chris
tians must bear the cross to wear the 
crown. We must suffer with Christ in 
order to be glorified with Christ. There 
can be no resurrection to a new life with
out a crucifixion of the old life. Painless 
Christianity is an easy-street religion, not 
the way of the cross of Christ. 

Our greatest need in the church is not 
for more money, more members, more 
preachers, more missionaries, more buses, 
more buildings, more social acceptance, 
more government influence, but more of 
Jesus Christ. In A.D. 64, long before mod
ern conveniences, science, education, medi
cine, communication, or transportation, 
Paul prayed for the saints a prayer that 
I believe he would pray today" for us (Eph. 
3:14-19). When the apostle prayed for the 
church, he did not pray for greater things, 
greater tools, or greater circumstances. 
He prayed for greater hearts filled with 
greater love and controlled by a greater 
knowledge and presence of Christ and 
God's spirit. In Paul's prayer he showed 
us that the church's power is not in tech
niques but in God. He prayed for greater 
spiritual power related to the work of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in 
the Christian's life. In this one paragraph 
Paul prayed for (1) the Spirit to strength
en the inner man, (2) Christ to dwell in 
the heart, (3) the saints to be rooted and 
grounded in love, ( 4) the saints to know 
the love of Christ, and ( 5) the saints to 
be filled with the fullness of God. This 
prayer, of course, does not exhaust all of 
God's power and purposes for us, be
cause God's hope and help for us are far 
beyond our wildest dreams (3 :20-21). 

Today the Lord is looking for sur
rendered hearts. When God finds a person 
who will give him first place, then God 
will work in that person's life. Paul sum
marized it, "I have been crucified with 
Christ yet, not I live but Christ lives in 
me, and the life I live, I live by faith in 
the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself for me' (Gal. 2:20). 

White's Ferry Road Chruch of Christ, 
West Monroe, LA 71291 
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"We can change the World," "Love is all 
you need," "Stop the War," "Share the 
Land," "We can make it happen." Are but 
a few of the lines common to the early 
Rock music of the sixties. The youth in 
America were depressed by the state of 
the world around them. The war in Viet
nam was raging and Civil Rights move
ments were in full swing. ROCK was used 
as a means of protest and change. It was 
backed by far reaching hopes and dreams 
of making the world a better place in 
which to live. 

Rock, however, has long since lost its 
idealistic goals and in fact is stripping 
today's youth of the desire for self im
provement and achievement. Rock music 
has become a degrading destructive force 
equal to those it once hoped to change. 
· Rock music, which evolved from the 
"Pop" music of singers like Elvis Presley, 
Bill Haley and Chuck Berry in the late 
fifties, was born of a revolt against the 
sham of Western Culture. It was highly 
sensual and decidedly subversive. It was a 
movement involved with the idea of Free
dom; not the kind found in equal protec
tion of the laws, but in liberating that 
which has been repressed, even if it meant 
disruption of the on-going process of So
cial Institutions. 

The early founders of Rock such as 
Janis Joplin, Bob Dylan, The Rolling 
Stones, and Jimi Hendrix, considered 
themselves as Crusaders for change. Their 
followers were united by an idealistic 
vision of World Peace, where love reigned 
over a brotherhood of men. They were 
turned off by the materialistic values of 
their parents, war, world poverty, and 
governmental hypocrisy. Rock music was 
the tool that was to unite them in revolt 
ogainst social injustice, and "Change the 
World." 

Today the headlines bear witness that 
their mission failed. War and terrorism is 
wide-spread, politicians still spout flowery 
promises while lining their pockets and 
pollution has gotten worse instead of bet
ter. The marching throngs of youthful pro
testers have now become a working part of 
the society they despised. The revolution 
died, but Rock lives on. 

When the revolution died Rock lost the 
goals and drives that had been its sustain
ing force and therefore turned to drugs, 
alcohol and sex, and the music itself was 
used to attract youthful audiences to these 
things. Unlike the songs demanding so
cial changes-they are used to create 
moral change. Note a sample of today's 
lyrics: 

1. "Night Moves" We weren't in love, 
Oh no far from it, We weren't search
ing for some pie sky summit, 
We were just young and restless and 
bored, living by the swor.d. 
And we'd steal away every chance we 
could to the back room, alley or 
trusty wood, 
I used her, she used me, but neither 
one eared, we were getting our 
share, working on those night moves." 

2. Double Vision "Gotta have a good 
time, aint got time to wait, I'm gonna 
stick around til I can't see straight." 

8. "Cocaine" "She don't lie, she don't 
lie, She don't lie, Cocaine." 

6 [694] 

Rock Bottom 
WILLIAM M. WEARE 

4. "The Wall" "We don't need no edu
cation, teachers leave us kids alone, 
all in all its just another brick 
in the wall." 

A Rock singer called Alice Cooper is 
said to play "Bubble Gum" rock. This 
means his audience is mostly between 
the ages of 12 and 16. His picture is on 
glasses at the 7-11 stores along with 
Superman and Daffy Duck. A sample of 
his songs are: 

1. "I Love the Dead" "I love the dead 
before they're cold, their blueing 
flesh for me to hold, cadaver eyes 
upon me see, nothing, I love the dead 
before they rise, no farewells, no 
good byes, While friends and loved 
ones mourn your silly grave. I have 
other uses for you darling." 
(NOTE: This song is accompanied 

by the moanings and groan
ings of apparent love mak
ing.) 

This is but a small sampling of the type 
of music that is so popular among the 
youth of today. These songs are not 
played at Las Vegas night clubs, but are 
blasted from millions of radios every day. 

The same characteristics of Rock that 
once bound protesters together in mass 
demonstrations NOW lead youth in drug 
and alcohol abuse, permissive or perverted 
sex and a lack of motivation. 

Psychological studies at Claremont 
Graduate School of California resulted 
from a large number of adolescent inter
views and testings; revealed that youth 
identifies with or rebels against institu
tions, beliefs, dogmas and customs on the 
basis of the music they listened to. Many 
young people say they don't hear the 
words, just listen to the music. However, 
just as IN subliminal advertising, the sub
conscious picks up the repeated phrases 
like; "It can't be wrong, when it feels so 
right," and ''Do it til you're satisfied, 
whatever it is." and introduces them to the 
mind as Apparent Original thought. Young 
people are much more susceptible to influ
ence IF they don't realize the outside mo
tivation. 

A statement often heard among Rock 
fans is: "You have to be buzzing to under
stand or enjoy rock." The combining of al
cohol or drugs with extremely loud music 
provides an avenue of" escape from day 
to day difficulties. Loud Rock music en
velopes the mind and senses so completely 
that all else is forgotten. The adolescent 
and teenage years shape and prepare the 
character of an individual for their life in 
the adult world. Many problem solving 
situations that are important to a develop
ing teenage mind are avoided by simply 
turning on the stereo and getting lost in 
the music. 

In 1970 Louisiana State University com
pared the effects of Jazz, Classical, Rock 
and no music while students took mental 

tests. They scored lowest when Rock was 
played. Rock occupies the mind and the 
senses to the exclusion of other thought. 
Many adults, as well as young people have 
become mental sluggards to the point that 
they insist on hearing music virtually 
every waking minute and become irritable 
if deprived of it. This is carried to the 
point of spending hundreds of dollars on 
a stereo that can be carried wherever you 
go. 

In Cincinnati, Ohio during the first 
weeks of December 1979, eleven people 
were trampled to death and many were 
injured by a crowd rushing to see "The 
Who" in concert. This sickening event is 
but the tip of the iceberg, when compared 
to the degrading effect the Rock Revolu
tion has had on our nation as a whole. 

I am deeply .concerned by the general 
acceptance of this music by members of 
Our Lord's Church. It reaches not only 
teenagers, but on up into those in their 
adulthood. 

How wonder.fully simple it would >be to 
avoid the pitfalls of sin if every tempta
tion leading to misery and death were 
flagged with pointed ears and pitch fork. 
However, as in the beginning, the most 
effective tool of satan has been the crafty 
back door approach. In II Corinthians 11:8 
the Lord said through Paul, "But I am 
afraid lest as the serpent deceived Eve 
by his craftiness, your minds should be led 
away from the simplicity and purity of 
devotion to Christ." 

I fully understand the peer pressure 
that is especially strong among the ybung
er people to conform to the present day 
trends of music and social activities. And 
the courage it takes to follow Christ and 
not our peers, can only come through 
prayer end a close fellowship with those 
who share our devotion to Him. 

There is a great danger in underesti
mating the craftiness and power of satan. 
It was once said that first we abhor, then 
tolerate, then we embrace. We are sur
rounded daily by the influences of sin; 
from soap operas depicting fornication 
and adultry to movies that are highly 
rated for their content of gore. I pray that 
we as Christians do not become so tolerant 
that we begin to embrace the ways of the 
world. Not only do these things have an 
ill effect on us, they show a wrong exam
ple to those who observe us as Christians. 

The Lord tells us in Romans 12 :2 
" ... Not be conformed to this world, but 
to be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds, that we may prove what the will of 
God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect." Phil. 4:18 assures us that we 
can overcome the world through Christ. 
The study and practice of his will enables 
the "Renewing" of our minds. Let the 
principle of I Thessalonians 5:21-22 be 
your guide to accepting or rejecting the 
ways of the world. "Examine everything 
carefully, hold fast to that which is good; 
abstain from every form of evil." 

Perhaps it will help you, the reader, 
to know that I have been out of a deep in
volvement in the Rock scene about a year 
and one-half, therefore speak from per
sonal involvement. 

P.O. Box 416, Mtn. Home, Idaho 88647 
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Thomas Campbell and the Declaration and Address (2) 
JERRY GROSS 

In the previous article we argued that the "deductions" that 
Thomas Campbell had in mind in Proposition 6 of the Declara
tion and Address were articles in the formal creeds then serving 
as standards of authority in the denominations. We hope to show 
that Campbell was not opposed to binding deductions per se. 
Rather, he was plainly arguing against deductions as exemplied 
in the written creeds that were regarded as publicly and formally 
binding upon adherents of the respective bodies employing them. 

Creeds and Deductions 

It is evident that Campbell was not addressing a situation 
wherein men were taking the Bible, and the Bible alone, as their 
authority and then trying to cope with the different interpreta
tions (deductions) that consequently arose. This problem did 
soon arise for Campbell as men began to implement the prin
ciples of the Declaration (e.g., the question of infant baptism; 
cf. E. West Search for the Ancient Order, Vol. I, pp. 48, 58), but 
it was the problem of the formal creeds that was the precipitat
ing factor. Let us notice some later reflections by these men that 
support these conclusions. 

First of all, let us notice the words of Alexander Campbell in 
Vol. II (1827) of the Christian Baptist (p. 154): 

Human creeds are composed of the inferences of the human 
undestanding speculating upon the revelation of God. Such 
are all those now extant. The inferences drawn by the human 
understanding partake of all the defects of that understand
ing. 

Here we see Alexander Campbell identifying "human creeds" 
with "inferences of the human understanding." 

Secondly, it is evident that Robert Richardson did not under
stand Thomas Campbell to be addressing any and every deduc
tion in Proposition 6. In his Memoirs of Alexander Campbell 
(Vol. I, p. 265), Richardson offered these comments on Thomas 
Campbell's intent in the Propositions: 

Not controverting at all the facts that human reason must 
be exercised in comprehending the Scriptures, the effort is 
made to draw a distinction between faith and opinion, be
tween an express scriptural declaration and inferences 
which may be deduced from it. By the latter, were meant 
such conclusions as were not necessarily involved in the 
Scripture premises, and which were to be regarded as pri
vate opinions and not to be made a rule of faith or duty to 
anyone. 

(Richardson' emphasis) 

The words "necessarily involved" are crucial. There are de
ductions and then there are deductions. For example, Thomas 
Campbell continually used the phrase "express terms or approved 
precedent" (pp. 26, 45, 63, 71, 97 "approved examples"). Now, 
an "approved precedent" necessarily entails an inference or de
duction of some sort. Hence Campbell cannot be ruling out of 

court any and all deductions with reference to fellowship. If he 
is, then he has put himself into an impossible situation to resolve 
when he states, "Thus we reason, thus we conclude, to make no 
conclusion of our own, nor of any other fallible fellow-creature, 
a rule of faith or duty to our brother" (p. 61). If reason is so im
perfect an instrument that it inevitably carries fallibility with 
it, then Campbell had no business using reason to enunciate the 
above rule. 

Now one might argue that Campbell would relegate deduc
tions to the general teaching and edification of the church with
out allowing such deductions to be made tests of fellowship. But 
such a move could not be because he denied the ability of human 
reason to arrive at truth. His complaint with human creeds had 
to be over the fact that the deductions bound upon men were not. 
warranted from the scriptural evidence. We are suggesting that 
what Richardson said much later explains the difference. 

.•. true religious faith can be the result of Divine testimony 
alone, and that opinions, which are merely inferences of 
human reason from insufficient data, or C()njectures in re
gard to matters not distinctly revealed, are in no case to be 
confounded with faith, and in no way to be connected with it. 

(Millenial Harbinger, 1852, his emphasis) 

The words that Richardson has emphasized provide the key. 
There is a world of difference between saying that "no deduc
tions at all may be made a test of fellowship" and "no deductions 
from insufficient data may be made a test of fellowship." 

Conclusion 

Perhaps Campbell would have eventually come to adopt the 
position that many are proposing today with reference to the 
relationship between deductions and fellowship. But the point 
is that Campbell clearly could not have had this issue in mind 
when he wrote the Declaration and Address. Indeed, at the time 
it had not dawned on Campbell that, by his own principles, in
fant baptism was not authorized in Scripture. Campbell's object 
surely was to address the immense problem created by formal 
written creeds being used to force conformity upon sincere 
seekers after truth. 

Some may not agree, but this writer must contend that there 
is a world of difference between the Presbyterian Church trying 
a man for heresy because he disagreed with the Westminister 
Confession of Faitk, and churches of Christ refusing to fellow
ship a church that practices, as elements of worship, activities 
not authorized in Scripture. The real issue is not over whether 
deductions are being made, but whether deductions not war
ranted by the Scriptures are being imposed upon brethren in 
Christ. 

Southeastern Biblical Institute, 3545 Chestnut Drive, Doraville, 
Georgia 30340 
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An Issue,. an Issue,. My Kingdom for an Issue 

My first impression of the church of 
Christ was in Stratford, Oklahoma where 
the church had been engaged in a debate 
over Bible classes. Although the "anti" 
element had pulled out, as far as I knew, 
the whole congregation was against Bible 
classes. As a Methodist, this seemed 
strange to me and I could not understand 
a church not believing in Sunday School. 
I sometimes wonder what impression peo
ple have of the church of Christ today? 

It seems that if the church of Christ 
doesn't have a present hobby to ride, some
one in it will invent one. It seems that 
some take special delight in riding their 
hobby horses and waving their banners of 
"Sound" while they remain blind to the 
millions of souls dying without the gospel 
of our Lord. There are some who self
righteously appoint themselves as judge, 
jury, and executioner of their brethren. 
No wonder, with such a prevailing spirit 
in some areas, the church is .declining! 

We have congregations made up of 
poeple who are tongue lashed by the 
preacher who has himself forgotten how 
to "provoke unto love and good works." 
Preachers and elders salve their conscience 
over declining memberships, convincing 
themselves that those who have departed 
could not stand the heat of sound preach-

RAY HAWK 

ing. In reality, those who departed were 
tired of arrogance, self-righteousness, and 
false piety and they were looking for New 
Testament Christianity but did not find 
it in the congregations they left. 

Brethren are not looking for something 
new, they are yearning for something old. 
They want a congregation where the old
time gospel of love, fellowship, unity, and 
spirituality are practiced. They are tired 
of negativism, Phariseeism, traditionalism 
and legalism. Some brethren are so nega
tive they would be against a return to 
New Testament Christianity, branding it 
liberalism to scare people from it! 

I suppose there will always be hobby 
riders. They pride themselves in being 
sounder than anyone else in the brother
hood. They practice thought or mind con
trol on their followers just as surely as do 
the cults. They use guilt, fear, and the 
word liberal to keep their people from 
thinking and reading God's word for them
selves. If someone suggests a passage does 
not say what they have interpreted it to 
mean, he is made to feel he is twisting the 
scriptures and heading for liberalism! If 
he begins to see that these brethren are 
binding their opinions and usurping God's 
place of authority, he is frozen out until 

he leaves and then all are told he was a 
liberal. It has happened with the anti-cup, 
anti-class, anti-home, anti-located preach
er, anti-fellowship, anti-cooperation, and 
also the new antism now upon us. 

Some brethren are not pleased with 
themselves unless they have a hobby to 
ride. They make laws where God has not 
and pride themselves in their pontifical 
edicts. Their evangelistic thrust is prose
lyting their own brethren rather than a 
world lost in sin. They convert brethren to 
their opinions rather than alien sinners 
to the gospel of salvation. 

Let us not be strangled by such hobby 
riders. Let us lay aside these weights and 
look unto Jesus the Captain and finisher 
of our faith. Let us return to the attitude 
and spirit of New Testament Christianity 
as well as the teaching. Let us make our 
worship enjoyable, enlightening, refresh
ing and edifying because we are restoring 
the spirit as well as the truth! Let us serve 
our God each day with renewed hppe and 
love and enthusiastically let our light 
shine before others that they may get the 
kind of impression of the church that God 
wants us to leave! 
1461 East Chester Street, Jackson, Tennes
see 38301 

God Shows No Partiality 

Our society tends to divide people into 
two categories-winners and losers. The 
winners are either the rich, the beautiful, 
the athletic, or the intellectual. They are 
the adored movers and shakers of the 
world. The losers are not so fortunate. 
They are the unemployed, the undesir
able, and the unloved of our society. 

God does not make this distinction, how
ever. "God shows no partiality." In His 
eyes, each person is unique and worthy of 
His great and wonderous love. His saving 
gospel is for all and does not allow room 
for partiality, prejudice, favoritism, or 
petty distinctions. Through the self
sacrifice of Jesus, all are cleansed from 
sin alike and all have the hope of sharing 
the glory of God. God does not look upon 
the externals, but rather focuses on the in
ternal. God is "He who searches mind and 
heart." God is not partial when it comes to 
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externals. God is no respecter of persons. 
God is not partial to the rich or the poor, 
the Jew or the Greek, master or slave, 
male or female. God judges impartially 
and this gives to Christian exhortation its 
seriousness and gravity. 

As God has no regard to persons, so 
there should be no partiality in the Chris
tian congregation. One cannot believe in 
Christ and at the same time show par
tiality. How this may happen is shown 
by the example of the despising of the 
poor man and the favoring of the rich in 
James 2 :2-4. 

So let us cast aside attitudes of partiali
ty, favoritism, prejudice, and petty distinc
tions. We in Christ ought to accept every
one in love and be forgiving to one another 
as God in Christ forgave us. We who are 
in Christ should let our love be genuine. 
We should love one another with brotherly 

affection. We should out do one another in 
showing honor. We ought to live in har
mony with one another remembering that 
love does no wrong to a neighbor. We 
should not pass judgment on one another, 
but rather decide to never put a stumbling 
block or hindrance in the way of another 
person. We ought to pursue what makes 
for peace and for mutual upbuilding. We 
ought to welcome one another just as 
Christ welcomed us. We ought to live in 
harmony with one another that together 
we may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And in our praise we ought to remem
ber that just as God loves each of us, so 
He would have us love one another, not as 
a winner or a loser, but as another human 
being in need. 

Huckabay, Texas 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

2. SET BIG GOALS 

Small goals are not challenging enough. Think big. Stretch 
your faith. Our God is a big God and He isn't impressed at all 
with our little thinking. 

Bro. Charles Sattenfield has writ ten to us a ll about the value 
of planning in advance and about promoting what we plan.
Leonard Mullens, 1610 Laurence, Corpus Christi, TX 78404 

Let me illustrate. I know of one congrega~:on of 300 that 
set a special goal day of 400. Big deal! That doesn't take much 
faith, does it? Of course not. Set big goals . Dream. Believe. 
Go for "Records." 

3. SPEND MONEY 

Promoting Church Programs 
Advertisement pays-it a lso costs. Make no mistake about it . 

No depos it-no return. You get out of your advertisements what 
you put into it. Don't expect success unless you spend money. 
Promotion is an investment, but it brings great dividends. C H ARLES SAT TENEIELD 

Promotion pays ! It really does. Every growng church knows 
it. That's why they promote. I bel ieve the success or failure of 
many church pr ogra ms can be t r aced back t o promot ion. 

4. SATURATE YOUR COMMUNITY 
Use newspapers, television and radio advertisements. Be 

creative. Don't be af raid of the unusual. Use buttons, balloons, 
banners, brochures, bi llboards, and even blimps if necessary. 
Saturate your town. Send out letter s. Use the telephone. Door
knock. The early disciples went everywh er e with the good news 
of Jesus. So should we. 

Let me make the following suggestions that I think will help 
your church promote more efficiently. 

l. START EARLY 
Plan your church activities many years ahead of time. Gospel 

meetings, Vacation Bible School, Goal Days and other special 
days should be promoted many months in advance. Last minute 
preparation fa ils. 

I'd like to close by citing an old poem about advertising. 

A good way. to do this is to form a planning committee that 
can start early promotional activities. Start early. 

"The Codfish lays 10,000 eggs The lonely hen lays one. But the 
Codfish never cackles what she has done. And so we scorn the 
Codfish while the humble hen we prize, which simply goes to 
show you, it pays to advertise." 

Believe it . And do it! 

Strasbourg-A French City Ready for the Preaching of the Gospel 

Strasbourg, an independent city of the 
Middle Ages, accepted t he principles of 
the Lutheran r eformation in 1529. Since 
that time Catholic, Reformat ion, German 
and French influences have formed a 
metropolitan area composed of both con
flicting and h armonious elements. T his 
in ternational, yet provincial French city 
is r eady for a concerted introduct ion of 
New Testament Chr istianity . 

The Alsace and Lorraine r egions of 
France have a most interesting hi story. 
Though influenced by the German cul
t ure, Strasbourg was a n independent city
state up unti l 1681. At that t ime it was 
attached to France under Louis XIV. T he 
French language and culture s lowly domi
nated the city unt il 1871. During the de
cline of Louis Napoleon the German s took 

DOYL E KEE 

control of Alsace and Lorraine. It was not 
until 1918 t hat Strasbourg was "liber ated" 
by the French and the area became again 
a part of France by the Treaty of Ver
sailles in 1919. In 1939 the area was again 
captured by the Germans. The city was 
taken back from the Germans in 1944. 
This short r eview of the history of 
Strasbourg explains why the city, though 
French-speaking, has many German cus
toms and habits. 

There is no known history of a New 
Testament church in Strasbourg. Some in
dividual Christians have either been from 
Strasbourg or have lived there. Ther e is 
presently one known Christian lady of the 
f ellowship of churches of Christ. She was 
conver ted in the States a nd then moved 
back to her nat ive city. A man converted 
in Geneva will be moving back to Stras
bourg in 1981. There are a number of 
contacts in Str asbourg from the French
speaking radio program and f rom some 
occasional individual efforts. Strasbourg 
has a strong Protestant influence, though 
just over the majority are Catholic. 

There is a need for a team of two or 
three f amilies to move into the city. It is 
strategically located at the crossroads of 
E u rope. A new work would have the as
s istance of German, Swiss, Belgian and 
French churches. Living conditions are 
among the best in France. The 400,000 in
habitants of the city indica ted in a poll 

t aken a few year s ago that they were 
more content with their own city than 
wer e the residents of any other city in 
France. It has both an international flavor 
and the atmosphere of a provincial Euro
pean village. F ellowship would be close 
with the French and German churches. 
Served by the Rhine and the Ill rivers, 
with t he Vosges, Jura and Alp mountain 
ranges not fa r away, the ar ea has a 
temperate climate. 

In many aspects, the opening up of a 
beachhead for the Lord's work in Stras
bourg offers some un ique opportunities. A 
church whose members have vision and 
patience could effectively p lant a New 
Testament church in Strasbourg which 
would event ually radiate its influence into 
all of the Alsace and Lorraine r egions of 
France. Such a church could ask her elders 
to personally investigate the possibilit ies, 
choose two or three homogeneous famil ies 
to sponsor for work in the Strasbourg 
area, and then commit sufficient personal 
a nd working funds for the t ime that would 
be necessar y-even if this be for ten or 
twenty yem·s. It will take a great (not 
necessar ily a "big") church to meet this 
challenge. Is the congregation where you 
are a member such a church? 

Write for further information to Doyle 
Kee: SA, ch. de Pontverre; 1232 Con
fignon /Geneva, Switze rland. 
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JERUSALEM NEEDS HELP! 

Long ago, Agabus reported to the 
brethren in Antioch that "there should be 
a great famine over all the world •.. and 
the disciples, every man according to his 
ability, determined to send relief unto the 
brethren that dwelt in Judaea." (Acts 
11:28, 29) 

Once again, help is needed for the work 
of the Lord in Jerusalem. Raji Stephan, the 
native gospel preacher there, is endeavor
ing to work in Ramalla, Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem. He is the only native gospel 
preacher in the Arab world! 

The Central church in Cleburne, Texas 
has faithfully sponsored and supported this 
work for several years, but now finds it 
necessary to turn over this responsibility 
to others. The elders of the West Main 
Street church in Huntingdon have agreed 
to accept this oversight, provided suf
ficient additional support can be found. 
(We are now contributing $200.00 per 
month to this work.) John Crosslin who 
formerly preached in Jerusalem and that 
area for six years, has been contacting 
brethren, seeking the additional support of 
about $100.00 per month needed. Most 
of this is still lacking. 

We request that interested brethren con
tact the Huntingdon elders or Bro. Earl C. 
Senter, an elder in the Central church in 
Cleburne, for further information, and get 
behind the work of the Lord in the J erusa
lem area. Let us give our full support to 
the Cause of Christ in the city where it 
began nearly 2,000 years ago. (Contact: 
Elders, Huntingdon, church of Christ, 400 
West Main Street, Huntingdon, Tenn. 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

38344. Phone: (901) 986-3686, or Earl C. 
Senter, P. 0. Box 567, Cleburne, Texas 
76031, or the writer, phone (901} 986-3608. 
-WarderK. Novak 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

How many religious periodicals do you sub

scribe to? 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwesf' 

located 2% miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not In other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

THE DAYTONA BEACH CHURCH OF CHRIST has done a wonderful remodeling job of their 
building to be used for a Christian school, Kindergarten through the eighth grade. My 
brother, John, who was a charter member of the school board, worked hard to get the 
school started; he died the week before the school was opened. 

The Board has asked me to take his place. I was there August 25 for opening day. 
There was a wonderful little group of happy teachers and workers, some working full time 
without pay for the first year. 

They are having some heavy opening expenses, such as remodeling new desks and other 
equipment. I am asking if you would seriously consider sending a gift of $10.00 at their 
critical time? Some gifts of $10.00 will do much good to help them get started. 

Thanks. 
Carl L Norwood, 1520 Sixteenth Avenue, South, Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
HAliFAX AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 1040 Derbyshire Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32017 

7.95 

Harding Le(tures 

1980 

57th Annual Harding University 
Bible Lectureship 

r~---. . . ........ 

: : . ' ' ~ .-I;:.:., 
"--.-~#£~ 'ale ~ ..,..;,? t...''-'l:i-~ v ¥' 

Firm Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send ·----------------- copies of Ha1·ding Lectures, 
1 !JSO @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name _______________ ._-----------.. --------------------------------------------

Address ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

City _________________________ State ___________________________ Zip ___________ _ 
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Give Thee 
But Thine 
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October 7-10, 1980 • Searcy, Arkansas 
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WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL 
NOW IN FRENCH 

Another giant step forward has been 
taken in the World Bible School work. The 
materials for W.B.S. have been translated 
into French by J errel Rowden in Quebec 
City, Canada. A number of churches and 
individuals are working to make ECOLE 
MONDIALE DE LA BIBLE (World Bible 
School) possible. 

The church at Borden Springs, AI. and 
Betta-View Hills in Oxford, AI. have re
cently paid for bilingual W .B.S. ads placed 
in newspapers in New Hebrides and New 
Caledonia in the Western Pacific and in 
Ivory Coast of West Africa. New Cale
donia does not yet have a missionary of 
the Lord's church serving there; therefore 
it is hoped that ECOLE MONDIALE DE 
LA BIBLE will lead to the ground work 
necessary for launching a new work in that 
French-speaking countr-y. 

The Betta-View Hills church has also 
worked up an attractive postcard in French 
and English which is designed for mass 
distribution i n third world countries. 

This new step in W.B.S. is going to re
quire t he help of willing teachers who 
speak and write French. 

Those interested in becoming teachers 
in ECOLE MONDIALE DE LA BIBLE 
may write to : 

Betta-View Hills Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 3323 
Oxford, AL 36203 
To order materials (lessons, t racts, 

certificates etc.) at cost prices, write: 
Je1-rel Rowden 
Eglise du Christ 
C.P. 9041 
Quebec 10, Quebec, Canada 

Reprints of any single page article appea ring 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

BlUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEAlTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

HOMECOMING FOR 

ANDERSON, I NDIAN A 

The Lindberg Road Church of Christ in 
Anderson, Indiana will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary on December 14, 1980 with 
a special Homecoming Sunday. A variety 
of those who have formerly ministered 
with the congregation in Anderson are 
expected to be present and participate. 
The Lindberg Road church continues to be 
one of the fastest growing congregations 
in America with over <100 people being 
baptized into Christ in the last five years. 
The church is pastored by Norman 
Alexander, Gene Brock, Wayne Bryan and 
Dwight Grim. Its evangelist is Nick 
Young. For complete details write: Lind
berg Road Church of Christ, 2625 Lind
berg Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Compl ete: Sound, 

Carpet, F urnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E . Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institut ions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 / 535·1801--817 /429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT ~·~·~-·~-·-~···-·•-••-•·-~·-••-••-··~----·~-n-•~•-•-•-•-c•-~_.•!11 

i CUSHIONS FOR i Now two plans to choose from 
Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 

Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 3927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Plnm offered only to workers in 
Chttrches of Ch1·ist 

I CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 f 

I • .,_.u_ a- D-U...u.-..._~.o-~u-.-.v_u_u_u_.u.-.~.._.,_.~,,-,,-..:~o-•-••-·t& 

••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sun~y through WtKJne5day Congregational : 

: usiNGING EMPHASIS \NOAKSHOPS" : 
: (550 conducted In thirty states from coast to cout.) : 

• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • • • 
: 544 urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0. Box 1104, Norcross, Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
•••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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THIRTY BAPTISMS IN A WEEK 

The Church that meets in the 2001 of 
Lincoln Street, in Fort Wo1·th, Texas, or
ganized a Seminar for members of the 
Church in Mexico and the Mexicans Jiving 
in the United States. The lectures star ted 
at 9:00 in the morning and finished at 6 
p.m. At 8 :00 p.m. Gospel meetings were 
held. Attendance was from 500 to 600 
persons. 19 preachers took part in the 
Seminar. Among them, three were North
American, two from Peru, one from Cuba, 

Homecoming 

HOLDEN AVE. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Newport, Arkansas 

JIMMY ALLEN, 
SPEAKER 

Nov. 21-22-23 
Housing Available 501/523·2192 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jfte oforJ; 
Own Church 

tiJ 
_)Jarvey A. C/zi/J,.e:J:J 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1.50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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one from Brazil, 12 ft·om Mexico and I , 
that ar1ived from Spain. 

Adalberto Garcia from Mexico was the 
Director of the Seminar. 

I went as main speaker. I taught 12 
lectures during the day. I was also asked 
to preach in all the Gospel meetings from 
Sunday till Friday. I n these meetings 30 
persons were baptized. 14 persons were 
restored. 
Juan A. Monroy, Apartado 2.029, Ma
drid-2, Spain 

WANTED: 

Teachers 
for a 

School of 
Nursing 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry worl<s with lalthlul Christian con· 
tacts on Military lnslalfatlons worldwide that are walling to 
help your lOved ones - as they have helped with the 

~~;r~~=: r~r ~~~~c~h\':~~f~e'~~~r~e~s of others during 
Send their name, complete address, phone and military 

\~~l allation, If known, along with your name and address 

AMEN 

~ 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD ,, 3~r~~.~~ ~~e~~hR~~~. 

West Monroe, Louisiana 71 291 

Amcricun Military Evnngeli:ting Notion• 

The new Abilene Intercollegiate School of Nursing is seeking applicants for 
faculty positions. This school is a combined operation of Abilene Christ ian 
University, Hardin-Simmons University, and McMurry College. 

The following qualifications will be required : 

A. Each nurse facu lty member shall : 

I . Hold a cu rrent license to practice as a registered nurse in the State of Texas. 

2. Hold a bachelor's degree in nursing from an accredited baccalaureate program in 
nursing. (This applies to faculty appointed after the effective date of the revision 
( 1978) of the Texas Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas Rules and 
Regulations Relating to Professionai J\'urse Education. Licensure. and Practice.) 

3. Be competent in the practice of nursing in her/his respective specialty. 

4. Hold a master's degree, preferably in nursing. Faculty members holding master's 
degrees in disciplines other than nursing shall have a least twelve ( 12) semester 
hours of graduate level content in nursing appropriate to her/his teaching 
responsibilities. 

B. Documentation of faculty qua lifications shall be included in the official 
files of the program. 

C. An increasing number of facu lty· members should hold doctoral degrees 
appropriate to their responsibili ties. 

Particular specialties that will be needed by the time the program begins in 
September 1981 arc as follows: 

Maternal and Child Pediatrics Community Health 

Alt hough the school will not actually begin accept ing upper-division students 
until September 1981. these faculty positions are avai lable immediately. 

Write to : Dr. John C. Stevens, President 
Abilene Christian University 
ACU Stat ion, Box 7844 
Abilene, Texas 79699 
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College Years: A Time of Transition 11 

When you enter college, you may leave home for the first 
time. Your parents won't be there to tell you what to do; you 
will have to be your own " boss." There will be countless 
details to learn and new adventures to master. 

With your new freedom will come much responsibility ; 
many decisions may suddenly be thrust upon you. They may 
be somewhat confusing at times. But that's what growing up 
is all about. Sometimes it can becom e a frustrating, trying ex
perience, especially when you're away from home. 

At Harding University, there is a qualified and dedicated 
Christian faculty who can help you to become more comfor
table about making your own decisions. The professors can 
assist you in evaluating your personal skills and interests and 
finding the program that's just r ight for you. 

They will o ffer as much or as little help as you want and 
need in achieving the transition from the student world to the 
pro fessional, adult world. In addition, you will be making 
friends who will be a part of you the rest of your life. 

Harding University 
for more information write: Director of Admissions, Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 72143. 



JOHN FEATHERSTONE NEW 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR NORTHEAST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Max T. Neel 

John Featherstone has been selected to 
serve as administrator of the Northeast 
School of Biblical Studies, Clifton Park, 
New York, effective June 1st. The school, 
which will soon begin its sixth year, 
primarily trains men from the northeast 
to preach in the northeast. The school is 
under the oversight of the elders at Clif
ton Park. They are Larry Deason, Max 
T. N eel and Dwight West. Larry Deason 
has been serving as Director, Dean and 
Instructor. 

Brother Featherstone was the superin
tendent of eleven Christian schools in Ni
geria, the Director of the School of 
Preaching in Kingston, Jamaica, and spent 
four years in Hamburg, New York as 
their first preacher. He received a B.S. in 
Education from Abilene Christian Uni
versity, and an M.A. from Pepperdine 
University, in Religion. 

Since its beginning, the school has grad
uated twenty students. Two of these are 
serving the congregation in Massena, New 
York, two in Albany, New York, and one 
in Johnstown, New York. Others are serv
ing congregations in Holmes, Pennsylva-

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 . 

·Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1360 · 
Send for Brochure 

nia, Haverhill and Gloucester, Massachu
setts, Toms River, New Jersey, and New 
York City. One is now an instructor at 
the school; another, the field representa
tive. The Youth Minister for the Clifton 
Park congregation is also a graduate. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are!. 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make rackG for 15¢. Instructions 
free. 

3. Cc:nvert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79E01. 

227 

0£lQ9 
OF COMPASSION 

Randy Becton. Director 

• To assist those who are ill and their 
loved ones to find strength from God 
for coping. 
• To identify with their emotional needs. 
sharing concrete workable suggestions 
for their lives. 
• To equip those who work with the ill 
with printed materials, tapes, and other 
resources so that their outreach may be 
meaningful and helpful. 

CARINC.CBT 4 • BOX 1315 • Abilene, TX 79604 

love without limit is what C•ring is all about 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$ 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City I State/Zip 

Signature 
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PREACHER NEEDED 
Require man with some experience. 

House furnfahed. 
Call or write: 

HAMILTON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
701 Adlrondac St. 

(406) 863-1718 
Hamilton, Montana 69840 

Write or call collect (817) 756·5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F, Waco, Texas 76710 

ernpLo(Yees 
o.,: 

cbaR.cbes OJ= cbR.fst 
fnsaR.ance gR.oap 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
. and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . • • • • . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . . . . .. . .. • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE .•.. ·. . • . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. .. .. .. . .. . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . • . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGL~ RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. . .. .. .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Sp.rlng, Tx. 77373 
1-713-37H087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&06 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan, 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elder.s, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9: SO 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BAY A.1U!lA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubllD Road 

Plea•anton, California 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15666 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School ol 
Preaching Extension Department, 2482 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minlaters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
a=E--L ..... IG=I,....O--U"""S,_.B..=.,:O::.::O:;K.,..:S;=;BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Monterrey, MexleoJ Ave. Fundlelones 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print;. 
lng Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
FOR SALE---48 17lh foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium darlC finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. HaJl. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Christian Lady needed for housework, office work. 
babysitting, etc. Room, board, plus salary. Write 
Sowega Youth Home, P.O. Box 932, Albany, Georgia 
31702. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A. ve,. 
u.s. 460 Eut Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
un. Bobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-40G6. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather snmples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76639-512-982-3333, 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 80 to 100, 
3 yrs. old need full time pulpit preacher. Congrega
tion located in fastest growing town in Southwest 
Louisiana. Will need good references and be willing 
to work and labor with the Lord's people. Only 
evangelistic minded preacher need to apply. Salary 
$1200.00 per month, $350.00 housing allowance, Also 
ha\'e full time youth director and bus director com
ing in August. Call (318) 855-2423, 855-7630, 
855-6885, 866-6180, 855-2404, 433-7761 or write Moss 
Bluff Church of Christ. P.O. Box 7011, Lake 
Charles, La. 70601. 

Hooseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. Phone 314 
888-5974 or 314 888-2476. 
Houseparents needed at Medina Children's Home 
by October 1, 1980. Perhaps You are considering 
·full-time work for the Lord l Medina Home is accept
ing applications and interviews for houseparents by 
October 1, 1980. Christians who are interested In 
the rearing of boys and girls in a Christian way. 
Men should possess skills in maintenance or inter
ests in agricultural areas, campos beautification and 
related works. If there are those in your congrega
tion who desire this work, please nsk them to con
tact Dempsey Simpson at 512-689-7725 (day) or 
512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78056. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out call 
602-428-2726 or 3233. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape, Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 

SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8026 Ext. # 566 on 
how to obtain your Surplus Directory. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Fu11-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building, Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee ('602) 333-2867. 
Blonde wood, 14 foot and 15 foot church pews with 
red cushion seats. Excellent condition. $150 per 
pew. Call (405) 321-0788 or write Alameda Church 
of Christ. 801 E. Alameda, Norman, OK 73071. 
PREACHER NEEDED. Full time, over 40, some self
support required. Small congregation of 60 members. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, 
Buckeye, Arizona 85326. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregation 
will supply bouse and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ, P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211. 
CHURCH BUSE8-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience ln bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 

INVESTIGATE I The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen ndvertttdng, ODd will Dot 
lmowtngly take questionable advertising. 
But It Ia the reader's responsibility to ID
vestlgnte. Like any other pnper, we some
times unwlttlngl7 run an unworth7 ad. 
As the old sn7lng KOea, before you Invest. 
lnve•thtnte I 

Bennet W. Land, 2020 N. Glenwood 
Drive, Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074: It was 
my privilege to conduct recently a meet
ing at the Center (Sharp County), Arkan
sas church, which observed its 100th an
niversary this year. The building has been 
remodeled and air-conditioned. Two adults 
were baptized. 

TACOMA HOSTS LEADERSHIP SERIES 
About two hundred men gathered in Ta

coma, Washington, September 12 and 13. 
They came from Boise, Idaho, Medford, 
Oregon, Blitish Columbia, and points in
between, at their own expense, for the 
Northwest Leaders Workshop. These were 
Elders, Preachers, Deacons, and others 
wanting to encourage each other and 
learn more about serving as leaders of 
the Lord's people in the Northwest. 

This is a yearly event in the Northwest 
and was sponsored this year by the Elders 
of the Southside congregation of Tacoma. 

Richard Baggett, of Sunset School of 
Preaching, was the main resource speaker. 

He was joined by Tom Sibley and 
Lawrence Hartzog. Tom, Chairman of the 
Bible Department at Columbia Christian 
College, spoke on setting the proper exam
ple to young people that will inspire them 
to greater work for the Lord. Lawrence, 
an elder at Bammel Road in Houston, 
Texas, shared some valuable insights on 
"Spiritual Growth Through Giving." 

----o-----
INOL'UDJ:O YO'UR ZIP CODB 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL 
OF BIBLE STUDIES 

One Year of Intensive 
Bible Study 
36 Courses 

A Work of the Southwest 
Church of Christ 

Austin, Texas 
Tuition Free-Contact the Director 

8900 Manchaca Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78745 

1/512-282-2486 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSU~ $75~000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7'12 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 

15 [703] 



16 [704] 

For The Best 
Retirement Time Of Your Life 
Plan For Your Future At 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
A creatively-planned retirement 
community for Christians who want to 
retire to full-time living in a secluded 
country estate setting with 
advantages afforded by two great 
cities. 

Lakewood Vil lage will be an 
expanding world where you can 
maintain rich linkages with the church 
- where the basic housing cost of a 
life-estate lease program assures 
protection against inflation - where 
services not easily obtainable in the 
traditional community setting are 
available. 

For Free Brochure and More Information - call 
collect- (817) 451-8001, or write to : 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
5100 Randol Mill Road Fort Worth , Texas 76112 

A jo int ministry of Home for the Aged (Christian Care Center 
and Hilltop Haven), and Associated Christian Living, Inc. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 28, 1980 
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THE SEPTEMBER CLASS OF THE SPANISH DEPARTMENT of tho Sunset 
School of Preaching is the largest in several states. Thirty-six students 

are enrolled in daily, indepth Bible studies designed to prepare men to 

serve as ministers and leaders in tho Hispanic churches of Christ. 

Students enrolled in the current class come from the United States, Co

lumbia , El Salvador, Mexico and Peru. Graduates of the Sunset program 

have t aken the gospel to Mexico: El Salvador, Nicaragua , Peru, Honduras, 

Panama, Columbia , Brazil, Uruguay, Spain, Puerto Rico, Dominican Re

pu blic, and Bolivia. 

Austin, Texas, November 4, 1980 
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Souler Energy 
Yes, they even spelled it that way. It was a great 

meeting-that soul-saving workshop held recently in 
Hot Spri~gs, Arkansas, and sponsored by The Richard 
Street Church. We had the privilege of participating in 
the workshop and of spending a short time mingling 
with brethren from several states who gathered there. 
I t was the f irst in what is hoped to become an annual 
event. More than a thousand people attended some ser
vices and possibly twice that many attended different 
parts of the three day prog1·am. That was good for the 
first try, and the elders and preachers and others who 
worked at it are to be congratulated on providing an ex
cellent program. Arkansas, the only state in the Union 
in which every town in the state of as much as· one 
thousand population has a church in it, needs just such 
a state-wide meeting. This one drew people from many 
states. 

This workshop had to do with energizing the chUl'ch 
to save souls. If we had not become almost totally non
evangelical it would not be necessary to hold soul
saving workshops. Who would ever have thought that 
churches of Christ would need workshops in how to save 
souls? But we do, and the proliferation of such gather
ings is test imony to the recognized need. 

We do not want to develop a seminar syndrome. But 
such meetings do build up and inspire those who at
tend. It is an experience that serves to stimulate to 
greater efforts. We would wish that all our brethren 
would attend them. 

But what happens when you go home to a congrega
tion whose people are not thus inspired? Those for
tunate enough to attend should not go back home to 
straighten out, but to serve and inspire their brethren. 
Unless these campaigns and seminars send people back 
home who can, and will, put into their local congi·ega
t ions t he things they have learned, the "happenings" 
are not worth the effort. 

We find it appalling-the lack of evangelism among 
churches of Christ. We who got where we are by evan
gelism almost totally alone, have abandoned it in favor 
of gimmicks and gadets and programs. It ought not to 
be necessary for us to talk and write about evangelism. 
Just look at our history. If we hope to quit shrinking 
and start growing we will have to go back to evan
gelism. A few churches with vision, like Hot Springs, 
are realizing this and are t rying to do something. 

Not long ago we heard a young man from another 
land, where the church meets in secret and where a 
Bible costs a month's wages, and we wondered why 
his speech was heard by only a handful. We, as a church 
family, must change our attitude. We hide ourselves in 
our buildings, and our lamps under a bushel. We belong 
to a f amily of missionaries, and we should be evan
gelist ic. 
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One of the appeals of such evangelism seminars is 
that it sets sensitive souls aflame. It seems that only 
sensitive souls attend. Those that really care seem to 
be there. Many, many others might be set afil'e if they 
y.rould but attend a few such workshops. We would en
courage all brethren to have them and to attend them, 
if for no other reason- for the purpose of kindling the 
fires of evangelism in our congregations. Paul said of 
some brethren, "They did not do as we expected. They 
first gave themselves to the Lord." There's a message 
there for us. 

One of our problems with evangelism lies in the fact 
that the world is almost wholly secular, and we have 
difficulty with the task because all communication 
takes place in the "overlap" where we have things in 
common. Common interests and common understanding 
is the only ground in which the seed of the Kingdom 
can be sown with any expectation of reaping a harvest. 
We must even use a vocabulary that is understood by 
the world, and we must address the gospel to the soul
hunger of the world. With our present isolationism 
there really isn't much "overlap" in which to wok. 

Hot Springs' "Souler Energy" Seminar was an at
tempt to equip members of the church with the tools 
and the mo_tivation to increase the overlap. Motivation 
seems to be the thing so badly needed. We make people 
feel guilty as they hear how little they are doing and 
they go away feeling virtuous because they feel guilty. 
It isn't enough for us to feel the need or feel the guilt. 
We must become so obsessed with concern for the lost 
that we can't stay away from them, even if we feel un
equipped for the task. A man doesn't drown because no 
one throws him a rope. He does not sin because he is not 
rescued. He drowns because he is in the water. Men are 
lost because they are in sin. Our concern should not be 
with how to throw the rope; it should be with the fact 
that the man is lost in sin. If we are concerned with that 
we will find a way to throw the rope. Unless we come to 
understand that unless we open our mouths to speak 
the world will die lost, and are sufficiently concerned 
about the world dying lost, the world will still die lost. 

The shl'inking dollar is going to force upon the church 
the necessity of learning to do its own work, rather than 
hiring a· servant to do it. If each of us learned to evan
gelize, and became evangelists in our own right we 
would automaticalLy become soul-winners. If there are 
those among us who do not know the art of soul-saving, 
isn't it time to learn? It might be a good idea to forego 
something else and attend the next soul-winning work
shop you have an opportunity to attend. 
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No more challenging problem can be 
posed to one who believes in God than the 
so-called problem of eviL How can the 
existence of a benevolent and omnipotent 
God be reconciled with the hard fact of so 
much misery in the world he is supposed 
to have created'? 

Defining the Issue 
The Old Testament book of Job raises 

this problem with a vengeance. It points to 
the suffering of a good and pious man 
and ponde1·s the why of it. Three hundred 
years before Christ, Epicurus gave the 
problem its classical philosophic formula
tion: If God wants to prevent evil but can
not, he is not omnipotent; if he is powerful 
enough to prevent evil but won't, he is not 
benevolent; if he neither can nor desires 
to prevent evil, there is no good reason 
to think of him as "god" at all; if he both 
can and wills to prevent evil, there is no 
way to account for its presence in our ex
perience; thus, since evil clearly does exist, 
we must conclude that no omnipotent and 
omnibenevolent deity exists in reality. 

In Part X of his Dialogues Concerning 
Natural Religion, David Hume has one of 
his characters, Philo, to admit that the 
teleological argument for God's existence 
has force. But that force is mitigated, he 
claims, by the argument from evil. In 
effect he says that, whereas some phe
nomena in the world may be allowed in
explicable without God, there are others 
which cannot be accounted for with God. 
Such negative phenomena as animal pain, 
the suffering of innocent children, and 
man's inhumanity to his fellows are 
claimed to be incompatible with the exis
tence of the God of Judea-Christian theism. 
Philo says: 

Epicurus's old questions are yet un
answered. 

Is (God) willing to prevent evil, but 
not able? then he ·is impotent. Is he 
able, but not. willing? then he is 
malevolent. Is he both able and willing? 
whence then. is ·evil? ("Dialogues Con
cerning Natural Religion," in The Em
piricists, p. 490.) 

Limiting the Scope of This Study 
In this ·brief essay, I canont hope to 

make a total response to- all the issues 
raised by this centuries-old ·problem. Fur
thermore, I will not address the matter of 
moral evil (i.e. sin) here, for it seems 
reasonable to many skeptics a~ well as be
lievers to account for sin as a perversion 
of the good gift of freedom among human 
beings. Perhaps it is not so bad that we 
suffer for our wrong choices and evil 
deeds. 

But what about natural evil? Animals 
experience pain, and they are . not. moral 
beings who have the power of rational 
choice. Babies are born . deformed or with 
severe handicaps, yet they have made no 
decisions at all-much less "evil decisions" 
that .deserve punishment. Then there is the 
problem of Job; good men frequently suf
fer, while the wicked persons around them 
prosper. 

From the point of view of many (if not 
most) people, suffering, pain, and death 
are intrinsic evils which challenge ra
tional faith in God. But that is a mistaken 
perspective. One who has thought the mat
ter through from the standpoint of divine 

We See Things Differently ... 

The Meaning 
of Pain 

RUBEL SHELLY 

revelation (i.e., Scripture) is able to see 
the matter differently. 

"Nat ural Evil" as an Argument FOR God 
There is no good reason for viewing 

earthquakes, storms, sickness, suffering, 
and death as intrinsically evil. To the con
trary, they are evidences of God's love 
wisdom, and power. They count for rathe~ 
than against him. 

What is the purpose of life on earth? 
This is the "testing ground" for God's 
sentient creatures. Planet earth is the 
place where finite and free humans are 
challenged to develop our physical, intel
lectual, and moral capabilities. Iu such a 
context, we are faced with the most mo
mentous of all choices; we must decide 
about God and our relationship with deity 
through Jesus Christ. It is neither rea
sonable nor just to fault earth (i.e., man
kind's preliminary place of testing) be
cause life here is not heaven (i.e., the final 
reward of the saved). 

What basic qualities would our environ ... 
ment need to have in order to serve as 
man's testing ground? While it may well 
be impossible to list all the appropriate 
features of such an environment there are 
a few which suggest themselv~s immedi
ately. It would need to be a law-abiding 
world in which like causes produce like 
effects; otherwise we could not use our 
powers of reason to "have dominion over" 
our environment (cf. Gen. 1:26). It would 
·need to be a challenging environment, 
where we would be · impressed with our 
finitude and made aware of our rieed for 

. God. It would need to be a world wherein 
certain survival mechanisms awaken man 
to fundamental needs of his life and moti
vate him to ·satisfy them in apprC?priate 
ways. 

What follows from this perspective on 
human life 'I Many of the things that were 
seen formerly as "evil" are henceforth seen 
as necessary corollaries to the order and 
challenge needed to make this a good world. 
In fact, they are seen not only to be neces
sary but also to be instrumentally good 
features of such a world. For example, the 
qualities which make steel useful· for hold
ing a sharp edge and cutting down a tree 
for lumber also make it capable of man
gling bodies in automobile crashes. The 
familiar and useful fact that matter tends 
to expand when heated and· contract when 
cooled is the explanation for the occurrence 
of major shifts in the earth's surface (i.e., 
earthquakes) that destroy property and 
lives. The nervous system of a human (or 
sub-human) being which allows us to feel 
the pleasant sensation of warmth on a cold 
morning also permits agonizing pain sen
sations when a child sticks his hand on the 
hot eye of a cooking surface. 

In fact, every instance of human suffer
ing results fro~ some quality of the cosmos 

which is necessary for making this world 
a proper environment for human life. 

Would one improve this world by giving 
steel some other set of properties than it 
has, so that auto crashes will no longer 
damage human bodies? Suppose steel had 
the qualities of foam rubber? That would 
save lives from automobile wrecks, but it 
would also make steel useless for construc
tion. It could not support skyscrapers and 
bridges. 

But perhaps the only improvement 
someone suggests making is to eliminate 
pain and suffering. Wouldn't that make 
the world a better place to inhabit? Pain is 
an essential mechanism for our survival. 
Without the ability to feel pain, our bodies 
are robbed of protection. How do I know 
how hot to run my bath water without 
scalding and peeling off my flesh? How 
does a child playing. in the sand know to 
keep those tiny and abrasive particles out 
of his eye, so his vision will not be im
paired? How does someone with an in
flamed appendix know to seek medical help 
before it is too late? 

Pain is a blessing. It is part of the wise 
design of our human bodies by an in
finitely wise God. 

Pain is no curse. It is not a penalty in
flicted as a consequence of the sin of Adam 
and Eve. When that original pair lived in 
their paradise home, they had nervous sys
tems which enabled them to feel each 
other's touch, sense pain if they stepped 
on sharp rocks, and know pleasure. Pain 
is not a bad thing but a blessing. Sin did 
not create pain, although it caused it to be 
magnified in our experience ( cf. Gen. 
3 :16). 

Neither should we regard death as an 
intrinsically evil intruder into God's world. 
To the contrary, the death of physical or
ganisms is necessary to our world. The 
death of bacteria is required to have soil; 
the death of plants is required for certain 

. animals to eat and survive; many higher 
animals depend on the death of. lower 
animals "for their survival. 

And, yes, deatli must ·have been inherent 
in man himself, for it was necessary for 
·him to have continued access to the tree of 
life in order to live indefinitely ( cf. Gen. 
3:22-23). The death which comes as a di
rect result of the sin of Adam and Eve 
was the spiritual death (i.e., ·separation 
from God) they experienced "in the day" 
they ate of the forbidden tree (cf. Gen. 
2: 17) ~ Physical death was, at most, an in
direct consequence of their sin. 

What reason do we have for thinking 
Adam would not have died physically, even 
if he had remained in Eden? Could he not 
have drowned in a river or been crushed 
under a tree he was cutting down? The 
tree of life appears to have had the power 
to spare men from death which would re
sult from the natural processes associated 
with aging and physical deterioration. 
There is no good reason for assuming it 
would make one into a "superman" who 
could not be harmed-even killed-by an 
accident or natural disaster. Would it have 
been desirable-given the earth's limited 
resources-for there to have been no 
physical death· among humans from 
Adam's time to our own? 

( Ccmtinued on page 11) 
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A Preacher in the White House (4) 

On November 2, 1880, ten million Ameri
cans went to the polls and elected James A. 
Garfield to be the twentieth President of 
the United States. But Garfield's victory 
was no landslide. He squeaked by with a 
popular plurality of only 7,368 votes, or 
less than one tenth of one percent of the 
total vote cast. As expected, Garfield failed 
to carry a single southern state, and he 
lost in Texas ·by nearly one hundred thou
sand votes. Each party carried nineteen 
states, but the Republicans won the im
portant ones. Their narrow majorities in 
New York and Indiana spelled the differ
ence between victory and defeat. 

Garfield was deluged with congratula
tory letters in the first week after his 
election, but none more significant than 
the one penned by Hinsdale. This good 
friend wrote: 

I have been astonished ... at the hold 
that your candidacy took of the re
ligious mind of the country. It has 
stirred the Disciples with great power, 
but has reached out beyond them and 
embraced all the Protestant bodies 'Now 
we are going to have a religious man 
for President' is a thought that has 
swelled in the hearts of thousands of 
religious men. 

However, Garfield was wary of the exub
erant expectations of some of the members 
of the church. In a long letter to Hinsdale 
on November 17, 1880, Garfield carefully 
defined his relationship with his brethren: 

Our people must not use me as the 
promoter of the views of our brethren. 
While I shall cheerfully maintain my old 
relation to them, I want it understood 
that it is the broad general views and 
not the special peculiarieties of our faith 
that I desire to promote. Second. Our 
people must not make too much fuss 
about it. For example, they must not 
undertake to build a showy house in 
Washington. Third. Our people must 
remember that they are not a very large 
percent of the whole Republican party 
and a still smaller percent of the whole 
American people, and it would not be 
difficult for me to injure the administra
tion by giving undue prominence to the 
Disciples in matters of appointment. Let 
us not flaunt ourselves in the face of the 
American people as though we had made 
a special conquest, but by modesty and 
moderation bear our part worthily and 
take whatever resulting advantages may 
come. 

Hinsdale, of course, agreed with this 
stance. "Your views touching the religious 
matters are eminently sound, and in my 
place, I shall be glad to aid you in giving 
effect to them," he responded, "but there 
are afloat many extravagant expectations 
that cannot be realized." 

These fears were well founded. Since 
the President was responsible for filling 
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one hundred thousand positions, members 
of the church came rushing into Washing
ton from as far away as Texas and Cali
fornia with letters of recommendation 
from their elders. They were confident of 
getting the best government jobs from 
"Brother Garfield," but their stampede 
on Washington had just the opposite ef
fect. As a result of such demands, Gar
field resolutely determined that he would 
award no government positions to his 
brethren for fear of being charged with 
biasness. "Keep my brethren away from 
me," he snapp.ed, "it annoys and wounds 
me for them to come asking for office be
cause of our religious relations." But 
wherever he went in public, his brethren 
would rush up to shake his hand and say, 
"How are you, Brother Garfield?" 

Nor was Garfield the only one set upon. 
Some of his closest friends in the church 
were pestered daily, Isaac Errett's biogra
pher said: "A horde of hungry office
seekers knowing his intimate relations with 
the President-elect, besieged him, in sea
son and and out of season, with entreaties 
for influence." Among the more prominent 
preachers who sought government jobs was 
D. Pat Henderson, who wrote requesting 
that he be appointed consul to Liverpool. 
But the request was denied. 

Garfield's inauguration was set for Fri
day, March 4, 1881. Rhodes and Hinsdale 
were invited to the White House to share 
breakfast with the new President on the 
morning of his inauguration. In the 
grandeur of the noble mansion, the three 
old friends reminisced about their happy 
years together in Hiram. This was the 
logical culmination of the "great things" 
the little band at Hiram had talked and 
dreamed of nearly a quarter of a century 
before. 

Two mornings later, the attention of the 
nation was focused on the "obscure" meet
inghouse of the Vermont Avenue church in 
Washington. This was an opportunistic 
Sunday for the congregation, and they 
made the most of it. A special program was 
arranged, with Garfield's approval, that 
included several nationally-known mem
bers of the church. Under a headline that 
read, "President Garfield at Church," the 
Associated press published a full account 
of the morning. 

The responsibility for the sermon fell 
on Chaplain George C. Mullins of the 
United States Army, one of Garfield's 
good friends. Mullins preached on a por
tion of the third verse of Jude: ". . • ye 
should earnestely contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints." 
The sermon was entitled "The Faith of the 
Disciples," and its content was widely 
published throughout the country. 

During Garfield's first frenetic months 
in office, his brethren were delighted with 
how steadfast he remained in his Sunday 

attendance at the Vermont Avenue church. 
The reporters sneeringly referred to the 
Vermont meetinghouse as the "Campbell
ita shanty," but after Garfield's election 
its seats were always filled hours ahead of 
time. 

On July 2, four months after he entered 
office, Garfield was shot by an assassin in 
the Washington railway station. He 
lingered on in weakness and extreme pain 
for several weeks before dying on Septem
ber 19. Although the nation had come to 
expect the worst, the news that the Presi
dent had died was the signal for the 
greatest outpouring of giref since the 
death of Lincoln. The casket by in state 
for two days in the rotunda of the Capitol 
where it was viewed by more than 100,000 
people. On the 23r.d a funeral service was 
held in the rotunda with Frederick D. 
Power, the minister of the Vermont Ave
nue church, delivering the address. 

The public funeral in Cleveland was on 
Monday the 27th. President Arthur called 
for a day of fasting and prayer throughout 
the land. Over a quarter of a million people 
were in the public park for the funeral 
ceremonies, in what was described as the 
largest funeral gathering in the history 
of the nation. Isaac Errett, the editor of 
the Christian Standard and one of Gar
field's closest friends, delivered the 
funeral sermon. 

One of the finest tributes the slain 
President received was from Dr. Noah 
Porter, the President of Yale College. Re
flecting on Garfield's loyalty to his 
brethren, Dr. Porter said: 

That President Garfield was more 
than a man of strong moral and religious 
convictions--that he was also a man of 
conscientious and fervid spiritual life, 
would scarcely be questioned. His whole 
history, from boyhood to the last, shows 
that duty to man and to God, and de
votion to· Christ in a life of faith and 
spiritual communion, were the con
trolling springs of his being, and to a 
more than usual .degree. In my judg
ment, there is no more interesting fea
ture of his character than his loyal al
legiance to the body of Christians in 
which he was trained, and the fervent 
sympathy with which he shared in their 
Christian communion. Not many of the 
few 'wise and mighty and noble who 
are called' show a similar loyalty to the 
less stately and cultured Christian 
communions in which they have been 
reared. Too often it is true that, as they 
step upward in soci~l and· political sig
nificance, they step upward from one 
degree to another in some of the many 
types of fashionable Christianity. Presi
dent Garfield adhered to the church of 
his mother, the church in which he was 
trained, and which he had served as a 
pillar and an evangelist. 
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The Electronic Media and the Nonbeliever 
Karl Marx has been quoted as saying 

that "Religion is the opium of the people." 
Yet in our American culture this proverb 
should be modified to read, "the electronic 
media are the opium of the people." This 
rather callous observation is difficult to 
deny when you consider the following 
facts: 99% of the American households 
have at least one radio; radios are in the 
home, in the boat, on the tractor, in the of
fice, in the truck, in the brief case, on the 
handle bars of bicycles, in the ears and in 
the pockets. Television is currently the 
media king with 98% of American house
holds havin&' at least one set. 

It would seem obvious and natural that 
the electronic media would be the best and 
most successful avenues through which to 
project programs with religious messages. 
If you put it on the media, it will be con
sumed by the public, right? WRONG! 

Contrary to popular opinion very few 
religious programs which are supposed to 
be directed to nonbelievers actually attract 
nonbelievers in any great numbers. In fact 
some shows have an audience composed 
mostly of believers. This is not an effec
tive use of the potentially effective evan
gelistic tool. 

While it is readily admitted that some 
religious programs have been successful, 
that success is almost totally a result of 
the personality of the "host" or "preacher." 

The reasons for this situation are 
available. James E. Kinsey in his book 
How to Conduct Religious Radio Pro
granns, finds three specific points of criti
cism. First, most religious programs di
verge from evangelistic trends to 
concentrate on addressing the believer. 
Secondly, there is little if any constructive 
criticism of these programs. Lastly, there 
is little specific training in the use and 
development of media programs. 

There is a crucial fact that must be 
recognized in religious broadcasting. This 
fact is that the mesasge must be specifical
ly tailored to a specific audience. The ap
proach and the expectations from the 
audience are necessarily limited by the 
media. You can inform a nonbeliever 
using the media. You can persuade a be
liever by using the media. However, you 
cannot persuade a nonbeliever; his 'basic 
philosophic outlook has little in common 
with a believer. So, you can educate or 
inform him, approach his level of knowl
edge and raise it to the level of the believer. 
Once someone has a basic faith in the 
existence of God and the authority of God 
then he can be influenced or persuaded to 
accept concepts or teaching on specific 
issues or doctrines such as divorce, instru
mental music or the necessity of baptism. 
Once he has attained the status of a be
liever, then he is knowledgeable and ma
ture enough to understand the intricasies 
of the faith he has. 

Too often however, religious programs 
try to take ideas that are foreign and push 
them down the throat of the nonbeliever. 
If he does not understand, if he is not in
formed, if he does not yet accept his own 
need for God and His direction, then he 
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will not accept the persuasion or influ
ence offered. He has not the groundwork 
necessary to accept the knowledge being 
forced upon him so he simply rejects it. He 
turns it off or tunes it out. 

The points of little constructive criti
cism and little training of preachers can
not be denied. Many excellent pulpit min
isters find themselves frustrated when they 
attempt to "preach" on the media. The 
media are intimate, personal avenues to 
the audience. Instead of a large visible 
audience, the preacher is dealing with a 
much larger audience whom he can neither 
see nor hear,· yet who listen (and/or read) 
on an individual basis. The preacher must 
"talk" with the nonbeliever, approach him 
in a subtle, empathetic concerned way. 
Just because one has been trained as a 
pulpit minister does not guarantee that 
he will be successful or even good on the 
media. 

The potential of the media can be seen 
in some of the programs currently being 
aired: Billy Graham's Crusades, Rex 
Humbard's and Oral Roberts' TV pro
grams and the spot messages by the 
Lutherans and our own programs like Lan
don Saunders' "Heartbeat" and Larry 
West's "We Care" spots. In each case, 
while the styles and programs are differ
ent, each personality directs his message in 
a personal and intimate way to his audi
ence. They deal with the basic problems the 
nonbeliever has and each offers helpful, 
concerned suggestions. 

As a result these programs attract non
believers and help inform those nonbe
lievers, hoping to eventuaiiy transform 
them into believers. 

Of ail the religious organizations pres
ently utilizing the media, it seems that 
we of the Church of Christ are the most 
sporadic and the least consistent in what 
we program and how we do it. Our med.ia 
design and usage could have tremendous 
impact and influence. But in order to do 
this there must be a conscious concentrated 
effort to change current attitudes and 
practices. 

This effort must first focus on the gen
eral inhibitions that seems to plague 
Christians. There are two general reac
tions; to ignore the media and to be afraid 
to use it. Ignoring a situation does not 
aiieviate the problem. In fact the current 
permissive atmosphere that permeates the 
media resulted from the fact that Chris
tians ignored a situation and aiiowed the 
hedonistic philosophy to take over. The 
media is there and it will be used for either 
good or for evil. Christians can no longer 
afford to ignore the media. 

The Christians' fear of using the media 
is misplaced; To recognize its potential and 
then be deterred from using it is sad. Fear 
of being overwhelmed or the fear of get
ting too few responses tend to be the main 
problems to be dealt with. But both are 
minute when compared to the harm that 

can result if fear forces Christians to ab
dicate this vehicle of evangelism. 

It is amazing how our traditional views 
have affected the Christians use of the 
!lledia. In answer to the plea for a change 
m strategy or technique, three additional 
arguments are put forth: 1) "We've al
ways done it this way," 2) "The denomi
nations do it that way, so we can't" and 
3) "We've got to Preach!". Just because 
i~s been done one way for any length of 
time does not make it the most effective 
way. Just because the denominational 
world uses a technique or concept does not 
make that technique bad or inappropriate. 
"Preaching'' may not be the method most 
effective in the media. 

The Church must ·begin to utilize the 
media effectively as an evangelistic tool, 
to reach the nonbeliever. When the com
mitment has been made to use the media 
then the following aspects should be con
sidered. 

Purpose. The programs must be spe
cifically designed to reach the nonbeliever 
rather than to please the believer. The pro
grams must approach the nonbelieving au
dience on their level, as they are, not as 
they should be. The programs must be 
directed to the needs of the nonbeliever. 
The programs must "feel"' for and with 
the nonbeliever. 

Short Programs. Contrary to popular 
opinion, religious programs need not be 
long to make an impression Cln the au
dience. In fact a nonbeliever who is not 
predisposed to listen will not listen to a 
long radio program However the nonbe
liever will tolerate and listen to a short 
program if there are other elements 
present, such as music he likes. Programs 
of tip to five minutes generally will re
ceive a better reception. 

Work witlt Professionals. Audiences 
have come to expect high quality media 
productions. Religious messages should be 
no different. Putting together a message 
without the aid of professionals will be 
less successful at the very least. 

Training of Preachers. In many locales 
the preacher is encouraged, if not expect
ed, to use the electronic media. Yet these 
preachers are rarely instructed in the po
tential or the practical use of the media. 
That is equivalent to sending out an evan
gelist who has never read the book of 
Acts. Preachers need to receive training in 
this area so that they can effectively reach 
the nonbeliever. 

The Media is not the end all. Utilization 
of the media will not automatically con
vert nonbelievers, nor will it decrease the 
personal evangelistic responsibility each 
Christian has. The media is an avenue to 
gain attention and provide information. 
Deep persuasion comes primarily through 
interpersonal, one to one, communication. 

The media need not be an opiate, nor 
does it have to be ineffective in religious 
message presentation. They can aid people 
in accepting Jesus Christ. The potential is 
great. The need is even greater and it is 
up to Christians to activate that potential 
so that the need will be satisfied. 
Box 379, Sta. A, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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Corucience 
OR~N SAWEV. 

Changing meanings of English wordsand the word in Hebrews 10:2 as "con
have had a great influence on theology, sciousness" but also translates the Greek 
and we need to know about these changes. word as "consience" elsewhere. In fact, all 
Too frequently we see examples of teach- of the major modem translations that I 
ing, some good and some not so good, based have consulted use "conscience" except in 
on words which have changed meaning the two passages cited above. 
since 1611, the year the King James Ver-
sion was finished. Changing Meanings 

My favorite example is 2 Timothy 2:15, 
"Study to show thyself, etc.," which most 
Christians can quote but too few under
stand. "Study to" in 1611 meant to do 
something with all one's might. Hence, the 
American Standard Version renders Paul's 
words as "Give diligence to, etc." The 
meaning is quite different! And a strong 
adherence to the "study to show" philoso
phy might explain why the church today 
is strong on Bible study while those who 
study are weak on Bible knowledge and 
slow really to do God's will! 

Conscience and Consciousness 

The Greek word suneidesis is trans
lated as conscience thirty-two times in the 
King James version. Young's Analytical 
ConcoTdance (a mighty study help!) gives 
the meaning of the Greek word as "a know
ing within oneself." This meaning is not 
reflected in the modem meaning of con
science but is closer to the meaning of 
the modem word consciousness. 

Twice in the King James Version con
science as the word is used today does not 
really make sense, or at least it is very 
awkward. 1 Corinthians 8:7 reads, "How
beit there is not in every man that knowl
edge: for some with conscience of the idol 
unto this hour eat it as a thing offered 
to an idol, and their conscience being weak 
is defiled." Hebrews 10:2 reads, "For then 
would they not have ceased to be offered? 
because that the worshippers once purged 
should have had no more conscience of 
sins." 

The New King James Version (a good 
study help!) renders the first conscience in 
1 Corinthians ·8:7, as well as the same 
word in Hebrews 10:2, as "consciousness" 
but translates the Greek word as "con
science" elsewhere. The American Stan
dard Version translates the phrase contain
ing the first conscience in 1 Corinthians 
8:7 as "being used until now to the idol" 
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A study of conscience and consciousness 
in the Ox/oTd English Dictionary is prof
itable. The OED, which is based on histori
cal principles, is a most exhaustive study 
of the English language. The original 
dictionary contained ten large volumes. If 
there is an authoritative English dic
tionary, this is it. 

A careful study of the word conscience 
in the OED shows that the original mean
ing was "inward knowledge, consciousness; 
inmost thought, mind." All of the variants 
of this definition are marked obsolete; the 
earliest use cited was in A. D. 1325. The 
modern meaning of conscience is also 
given: "consciousness of right and wrong: 
moral sense." 

The pre-Shakespearean citations under 
the variants of the modem meaning could 
be interpreted to mean merely "conscious
ness," but it is obvious that the new 
meaning, the recognition of right and 
wrong, was slowly entering the language. 
The editors note that "opinions as to the 
nature, function, and authority of the 
conscience are widely divergent, varying 
from the conception of the mere· exercise 
of the ordinary judgment on moral ques
tions, to that of the infallible guide of 
conduct, a sort of deity within us." 

By the late 1600s, fifty years after the 
King James Version, such writers as John 
Milton and John Locke were using con
science as that "smaii, still voice within," 
and in 1823 Lord Byron wrote that "man's 
conscience is the oracle of God." 

Meanwhile another word, consciousness, 
a noun based on the adjectice conscious, 
was entering the language. The first cited 
use of the word was in 1632, with the mod
em meaning, "the state or fact of being 
mentally conscious or aware of anything," 
being used in 1678. This is very close to 
Young's definition of the Greek word. 
(Anyone can check my research from the 
OED; most large libraries have copies, 
and the Oxford University Press has pub-

lished the two-volume Compact OED, with 
the pages one-fourth the size of the origi
nal, at a reasonable price. A magnifying 
reading glass is included! Every preacher 
ought to have access to this dictionary.) 

Unchanging Translations 

The fact that conscience is kept in the 
modem translations even when its mean
ing has changed from the original meaning 
of "inward knowledge" is somewhat dis
turbing. Too, conscience in its modem, 
generally accepted meaning, does not re
flect the meaning of the original Greek 
word. Thus the superficial student of the 
Bible can conclude that man is hom with 
something within him, called "conscience," 
that tells him the difference between right 
and wrong without his having to learn 
it. A quick study of the thirty-two uses of 
conscience in the King James Version will 
disprove this theory. 

The New Testament 
Paul, for instance, speaks of having 

lived in good conscience all his life (Acts 
23: 1), even though he had persecuted the 
church. Paul writes of a weak and defiled 
conscience (1 Corinthians 8:3, 10, 12), and 
recommends our having a good conscience 
(1 Timothy 1:6, 19) and a puTe conscience 
(1 Timothy 3:9). He writes of those whose 
consciences are sea;red (1 Timothy 4:2) 
and also describes those whose "mind and 
conscience is defiled" (Titus 1 :15). The 
writer of Hebrews tells us of a peTfect 
conscience (9:9), a puTged conscience 
(9 :14), an evil conscience (10:22) and a 
good conscience ( 13 : 18). And Peter also 
writes of having a good conscience (1 
Peter 3:16, 21). 

From a full study of conscience in God's 
word, one cannot escape the truth that the 
conscience of man is a product of what 
he has been taught and believes. This is 
all the more reason for diligently preach
ing the word of God, in season and out of 
season; that word will convict men of sin 
and convince them that God and his son, 
the Lord Jesus, are the source of righteous
ness. 

And I would still like to know why the 
translators were not more perceptive. Am 
I missing something? 

P. 0. Box 163, Byrson City, NC 28713 
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Early Biblical Interpretation (1) 

In an ancient Jerusalem synagogue one 
man stood before the assembled people and 
read from the Hebrew Book of Genesis. 
Another standing nearby translated the 
reading into the common Aramaic lan
guage and explained its meaning to the 
congregation. 

In the Jewish quarter of Alexandria an 
educated and well-to-do leader of the com
munity wrote, in Greek, lengthy and in
volved explanations of Israel's testament. 
In this way he attempted to make Torah 
(meaning the "instruction" of God set 
forth in the Hebrew Bible) accessible to 
the thoughtful and urbane members of 
Hellenistic society. 

In some corner of the Mediterranean 
mission a Greek-speaking Christian wrote 
an earnest pamphlet to his brothers in the 
Lord, urging them to understand that the 
church, not the synagogue, has true con
tinuity in the covenant of God. He sup
ported each point in turn with the appli
cation of texts from the Old Testament. 

In these and countless other situations, 
the Bible has spoken its living message to 
the people of God. This text which came 
to them-as it comes to us-from the past 
spoke to them in their present circum
stances. And they heard. Through their 
thoughtful and reverent reflection on the 
text, they heard the instruction of God 
and its meaning for their own day. This 
process of making the Bible meaningful 
for the new generation is called interpre
tation. 

The roots of biblical interpretation are 
in the Old Testament itself, for a number 
of passages admonish the good Israelite, 
from king to commoner, to ponder the 
words of Torah. Deuteronomy requires 
that the king shall "write for himself in 
a book a copy of this law .•. and he shall 
read in it all the days of his life" (Deut. 
17:18-19). A similar obligation had been 
laid on Joshua: "This book of the law shall 
not depart out of your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night" (Josh. 1:8). 
The first Psalm describes the good Torah 
student as one whose "delight is in the law 
of the Lord," on which he "meditates day 
and night" (vv. 1-2). This tradition of 
having the Torah as the "Book of Medita
tion for every pious Jew," as Getza Vermes 
calls it, was continued by all the major 
sects of Judaism. 

The preoccupation with Torah over the 
centuries of Israel's existence gave rise to 
a class of priests and Levites whose spe
cialty was the interpretation of Israel's 
holy books. These men were the scribes. 

Ezra is one of the earliest scribes about 
whom we have information. According to 
Ezra 7:6, "he was a scribe skilled in the 
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Law of Moses." He is the first person 
whom the Bible actually represents as en
gaging in scripture interpretation as such: 
"And they read from the book, from the 
law of God, clearly (or with interpreta
tion); and they gave the sense, so that the 
people understood the reading" ( N eh. 8 :8) . 
Vermes comments, "If it is true that by 
that time the Babylonian exiles spoke 
Aramaic, such an interpretation may also 
have entailed a translation into the vernac
ular. In any case, rabbinic tradition sees 
in this episode the origin of a new institu
tion, Targum, or translation-interpreta
tion" (Cambridge Histry of the Bible, vol. 
1, p. 201. Targum is an Aramaic word 
meaning "translation.") The tradtion to 
which Vermes alludes is expressed in the 
Talmud: "Originally the Law was given to 
Israel in Hebrew writing and the holy 
language. It was again given to them in 
the days of Ezra in the Assyrian (i.e., 
Aramaic) writing and the Aramaic lan
guage" (Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 
210; Nedarim 37b; see also Jerusalem 
Talmud Megillah 74d). 

The high position and activities of the 
scribe are later (c. 180 B.C.) portrayed 
in Sirach 39:1-11: "On the other hand he 
who devotes himself to the study of the law 
of the Most High will seek out the wisdom 
of all the ancients, and will be concerned 
with prophecies; he will preserve the dis
course of notable men and penetrate the 
subtleties of parables; he will seek out the 
hidden meanings of proverbs and be at · 
home with the obscurities of parables. He 
will serve among great men and appear 
before rulers. . . . Many will praise his 
understanding, and it will never be blot
ted out .... " 

From this description (even if it is 
exaggerated) it is clear that by the second 
century B.C. the scribe was more than a 
translator or office clerk: he was now a 
scholar of some standing, engaged in the 
minute scrutiny of written texts and the 
transmission of oral instruction. 

At about this same time a technical vo
cabulary was beginning to develop, describ
ing the things scribes do. One term is 
the verb darash. In the older parts of the 
Old Testament, darash usually means 
something like "seek" or "look for" (e.g., 
Lev. 10 :16). In some of the later parts it 
begins to mean "study." In Ezra 7:10 it is 
said that Ezra had set his heart "to seek 
the law of the Lord." "Seek" translates 
dara.~h, and it would be correct to say, as 
the Revised Standard Version does, that 
Ezra had set his heart to "study the law of 
the Lord," that is, for the purpose of 
understanding its meaning. By the end of 
the second century B.C., darash had clear-

ly come to mean "study" in a technical 
sense. In thet Manual of Discipline; of the 
Dead Sea Community, there is a rule that 
some member of the community must al
ways be seeking," that is, "studying," the 
law (1QS 6.6-7). 

In the New Testament it is possible that 
we are to understand darash as underlying 
the Greek in which Jesus' argument with 
the Jews is reported in John 5:39: "You 
search the scriptures, imagining you pos
sess eternal life in their pages-and they 
do testify to me-but you refuse to come 
to me for life" (Moffatt). Jesus says, in 
effect, "You make minute investigation 
into the text of scripture and wrongly 
suppose that this alone gives you life. 
But it is I who can give life, I who stand 
in your midst, and of whom your books 
have all along been telling you. But you 
will not come to me." I doubt very much 
if Jesus intended to discourage the close 
and careful interpretation of biblical texts: 
he did that himself. But he did expect the 
readers of those texts to realize that in 
him the words of scripture were coming 
true. 

The noun midrash (formed from the 
verb darash) experienced the same devel
opment as the verb. So in the Judaism of 
post-New Testament times, m:idrash be
came "the characteristic term for interpre
tation of scripture, denoting both the ac
tivities involved and the results pro
duced" (Interpreter's Dictionalry of the 
Bible, supplementary volume, p. 594). In 
rabbinic texts like the Mishnah, one meets 
frequently with the beth-ha-midrash, "the 
house of study," the place where study 
goes on. And the term midrash itself was 
applied to the vast accumulation of rab
binic inte1·pretive, legal, homiletic, and 
legendary materials embodied in the 
Midrashim and other literary collections. 

Israel's devotion to her law produced 
a need for interpreters of the law. The 
scribes arose as a class of men filling that 
need and rising to a place of honor. The 
scribe's elevated position was not due to 
wealth or ancestry. It was often in spite of 
them. Because Jewish social structure was 
founded on law and tradition, comprehen
sive knowledge of both was requisite for 
the man seeking a place in the Sanhedrin 
or the tribunals. In the scribes' knowledge 
of law and tradition lay their power and 
the way to prominence. Because of the 
power which their knowledge gave them, 
they largely gave shape and direction to 
the Judaism that survived the destruction 
of the Temple. 

International Bible College, Florence, Ala
bama 
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Missionaries: Beggars or Benefactors? CARL MITCHELL 

It is sometimes the attitude of leaders 
in the Church that missionaries are per
sons from whom the congregation should 
be shielded. It is felt that they tend to de
tract attention from local work, and to 
funnel off funds that are otherwise needed. 
As a result, there are frequently mem
bers who are frustrated because they would 
like to contribute more to mission work, 
but are forced to go outside the local con
. gregation to do so. Missionaries are also 
frustrated often finding it very hard to 
obtain necessary funding for evangelistic 
work that needs to be done. 

Christ has clearly said, "the world is the 
field," and has commanded u·s to "lift up 
our eyes" so that we can see the white 
fields of the world. As members of the 
church, we all share responsibility for the 
"great commission" of Christ. One day, 
each of us will have to answer for our part 
in the fulfilling of Christ's great plan. The 
point that I would like to make is that 
missionaries are not beggars to be avoided, 
but rather benefactors 'to be sought out. 
Let me enumerate the reasons. 

Many of us are not concerned and con
sequently not involved in helping in world 
missions because we are uninformed. Many 
of us do not know that there are more than 
two hundred million people in the world 
without a written language. In order to 
evangelize them, it takes twelve to twenty 
years of hard work which includes living 
with them and learning their language, 
reducing it to a written form for the first 
time, translating the Bible into their lan
guage, and then teaching some of them to 
read it. There are over one billion illiterate 
people in our world. For them a tract, or a 
correspondence course, or even a Bible sent 
COD will not get the job done. Only per
son contact will do it. The problem in
volved in getting the gospel to all the 
world is complex, and deserves much more 
thought and effort than we have given. 
Missionaries help raise the information 

I Was a Stranger 
I had a most unique experience a few 

years ago. On a Wednesday evening, I 
found myself alone in a large, south
eastern city. This city is renouned as a 
strong hold for the church. After checking 
into a motel, I therefore had little diffi
culty in finding a congregation of the 
Lord's people. 

As I prepared to attend the midweek 
service, it became apparent to me that I 
would be able to attend worship without 
being acquainted with a single person. For 
one of the few times in my life, I would be 
a total stranger at church. There would 
be no courtesy and friendliness that a 
visiting preacher usually finds. I would 
be able to know first hand how a stranger 
feels and is treated by some of our breth
ren. I determined to act just as a visitor 
and stranger wouJd. 

I arrived at the building early, but sev
eral families were already present. They 
were standing in the vestibule engaged in 
friendly conversation. I took off my coat 
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level of local congregations. They help us 
see what we might otherwise not see. This 
is critical, since no doubt many of us will 
be lost for being in the rebellion to Christ's 
command if we fail to look at the lost 
world about us, and do for it what Christ 
has ordered. Missionaries then serve as 
eyes for the Church. 

Additionally, most of us do not feel 
equipped to do foreign missionary work 
(although I believe many more of us are 
capable of doing so, and should make 
plans to have a part in foreign missions 
during some period of our lives). Conse
quently, we have a dilemma-we are re
sponsible for something we do not feel 
capable of doing. The solution is of course 
to enter into partnership with someone 
else who also has a dilemma-he or she 
has the ability to do mtssionary work, but 
lacks the necessary funding. From this 
standpoint, missionaries are really offering 
a service. In effect they are saying, "You 
need to preach Christ to all of the world 
but cannot go. I am willing to go, but can
not afford to go. Therefore, if you enter 
into partnership with me, I will be your 
feet and hands and mouth to carry Christ 
to the lost in other nations." 

Notice that this is exactly what Paul 
said to the Philippians. "And you Philip
pians yourselves know that in the begin
ning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, 
no church entered into partnershi7J with 
me in giving and receiving except you 
only; for even in Thessalonica you sent 
me help once and again. Not that I seek 
the gift; but I seek the fruit ·which in
creases to your credit." Phil. 4:15-17. 

Consequently, let us eagerly invite mis
sionaries into our assemblies, and let us 
hear them gladly, for they indeed are not 
beggars but benefactors. Without them, 
the rest of us might not make it to heaven, 
and neither would the world out there 
which is presently lost and without hope. 
Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 

ANCIL JENKINS 

and hung it up. 'Valking across the vesti
bule, I wrote my name and address in the 
guest register and picked up several book
lets from the tract rack. While I was doing 
these things, those present continued to 
talk with each other although they cer
tainly noticed my presence. They did not 
speak to me. 

Entering the auditorium, I found a seat 
near the back (as most visitors do) and 
began to read the literature I picked up. 
People began to come in and fill in the seat 
close to me. They were the typical people 
who attend the Wednesday night service. 
Very noticeable was the fact that they 
carried their Bibles with them. Perhaps it 
was significant that the great majority of 
those who were present were either older 
people or young children. In the distinct 
minority were young adults and teenagers. 

The service began with announcements. 
There were the us.ual sick mentioned, 
(more so than u~ual since it was in the 
midst of a flu epidemic). I was impressed 

Rocks ALINE EDSON 

I live on top of a mountain. The ground 
surrounding is covered with, and full of, 
rocks ranging in size from pebbles to those 
that stand taller than a man. A friend 
upon seeing the place for the first time 
exclaimed, ''But how do you mow your 
lawn with all these rocks?" The answer 
was, "We don't, except for a bare ten feet 
or so around the house." I have a beautiful 
detente with the other acres and acres of 
rocks-the nicest kind of peaceful co
existence. 

Actually, I love them. In this time of ar
tificality and sham, they stand as re
minders of what is real and enduring. They 
expose their size and shape and cut for all 
to see. No shadowy areas or uncertain 
~uances cloud and confuse. You may not 
l1ke them, but you will have no difficulty 
understanding their realness and their 
nature. They are steady and strong and 
dependable. In a world characterized by 
shakinesss in relationships, politics, gov
ernments, etc., they symbolize to me the 
strength and unchanging nature of the 
mighty Hand that put them there. Even 
Shakespeare recognized that there are 
"sermons in stones." 

Small wonder that David sang upon 
his deliverance from Saul, "The Lord is 
my rock, my fortress, and my Deliverer." 
In listing the blessings of the Lord he 
said, "He brought me up ... out or' the 
miry clay and set my feet upon a 
rock ... " We have some miry clay too, at 
our place, and it symbolizes graphically the 
clinging, sinking, all-enveloping values of 
our uncertain world. We try as we walk 
to stay on the rocks and avoid the miry 
clay to keep our shoes clean. A spiritual 
walk on the rocks to keep our souls clean 
would be infinitely more profitable. 

We are counseled to build the house of 
our life on the rock: honest and real and 
true obedie11ce to the sayings of Jesus. The 
church itself was founded on a rock: 
Pe~er's confession that Jesus is the Son of 
the living God. 

The lowly rocks, part of God's marvelous 
creation, speak to us of His nearness, His 
strength, and His unchanging nature: our 
Father, our God, and the rock of our sal
vation. 
P. 0. Box 860, Ingram, Texas 780255 

that one lady near me took a notebook out 
of her purse and wrote down the names 
and addresses of those who were sick. 

The song service was directed by a 
young man, somewhat inexperienced. 
Nevertheless his sincerity was evident and 
he received good cooperation from the 
congregation. 

Following the prayer, classes were dis
missed with a note that two of the classes 
were combined because of the illness of one 
of the teachers. I remained in the audi
torium. 

The teacher announced that we were 
studying the sixth chapter of Proverbs. 
Many opened their Bibles to the passage. 
There were no Bibles in the song book 
rack, and I had only a New Testament. No 
one offered me a Bible or shared theirs. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAHD MULLENS 

In this second article of what is really a 
whole, Ruth Oliver of Port Lavaca, Texas 
shows us as teachers that we should have 
goals in our teaching for the various age 
levels or groups, and that we should learn 
to go beyond what is given to us in the 
printed lesson materials used in Bible 
School classes. We generally call these 
quarterlies, as they cover a quarter of a 
year at a time. The point here, though, is 
that we should use them as they are really 
intended to be used, as guides that can lead 
us on to our own thinking, and our own 
more thorough preparation for teaching 
the Word of God. 

We are grateful for these articles, and 
we encourage the reading of both of them 
as a whole.-Leonard Mullens, 1610 Lawn
view, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 

The Goals for Spiritual Growth 
RUTH OLIVER 

Level III, Grades 2-3. 
Object: Identifying with God's world, 

learning 1 asponsibility. 
What is my responsibility? 
1. in the home? 

..... assuming an attitude of help
fulness. 

2. in class? 
..... reading, leading prayer, count
ing number present, a cordial atti
tude toward students in the class and 
toward the teacher. 

3. as a citizen ? 
Respective, obedient, not littering, 
thankful, prayerful. 

4. in relationship to the Lord's church? 
..... learner, student, follower, inter
ested enough to invite others. 

All of these teachings are interrelating 
and sequencing with the overall goals of 
the various levels being taught. 

Level IV, Grades· 4-6. 

Object: To encourage right decision
making. 

The teacher will need to reinforce the 
student's sense of being a part of God's 
world, and of being involved in God's 
world (without partaking of this world's 
ungodly pleasures), and of sharing distinct 
responsibilities in God's world. Account
ability. 

Mother and Dad permit older children to 
go places alone, handle money, etc. De
cisions are for these students to make: Is 
it safe to cross the street? Should I try to 
keep some of the money for myself-and 
tell Mom the groceries cost more than they 
did? If I told Mom I was going to Eddie's 
-will it be alright if I slip over to Ar
nold's instead? If I want to trade my 
knife for 50¢, is the trade a wise one? 
Mona offered me a cigarette; am I going 
to tnke it? Decision making! 

These students are approaching the age 
when their greatest decision is to be made 
... that of obeying the gospel. Will they 
decide to live as God directs through His 
word? 

Learning decision-making and the re-

sponsibilities of decision-making is most 
important for this age group. 

Level V, Grades 7 and up. 

Object: to ·motivate students to take up 
service !o1· God. 

When one has a true sense of belonging 
in God's world and has accepted responsi
bility for his/her actions, it is time to 
consider individual ways of serving God 
and God's creation while in this world. 

The sense of belonging and the desire 
for involvement tends to fade when one 
is not actively involved in service. In
volvement and participation are brought to 
fruition through service. 

Older students can participate actively 
in the classroom: reading from the Bible, 
answering questions, making up acrostics 
with words from the Bible lesson, prepar
ing and making up audio-visual material 
for use in Bible teaching, discussing Bible 
topics. Students who have obeyed the gos
pel should be training for service in wor
ship. 

Conclusion 

When a teacher succeeds in helping stu
dents attain that inner peace of belonging, 
helps students to identify with Christ and 
Christian living, motivates them to accept 
responsibility and to render acceptable ser
vice to God then, truly, this teacher has 
succeeded far beyond the goal of simply 
presenting the "quarterly" lesson and 
leading students to sing and quote the 
memory verse. Quarterlies can be a great 
help in getting classes organized and in 
providing teachers with outlines, but it is 
the teacher who makes the lesson live-not 
the quarterly. In dealing with souls, the 
teacher's responsibility extends far beyond 
commercially prepared subject matter. The 
quarterly must be viewed only as a start
ing point-plus ultra . . . there is more 
beyond! 

Church Growth: Quantity and 
Quality CHARLES L. SATTENFIELD 

Life. Growth. You can't have one with
out the other. That's a fundamental law. 
Growth is natural and spontaneous. 

A mother doesn't worry about whether 
her baby will grow or not, does she? No! 
If the baby is healthy-growth is assumed. 

The church of Jesus Christ is not an 
organization. It's an ot·ganism. Every
thing about it is alive. Jesus-its head is 
a living Savior. Its members are spiritually 
alive as the result of the new birth. The 
church, individually and collectively is in
habited by a living Spirit. The church is 
full of life. Growth is expected! 

Church growth is receiving a lot of at
tention nowadays. Terrific. Fantastic. But 
what is "church growth"? Good question. 
Let me give you a definition. 

Church growth can be defined as "the 
continuous~ process by which men and 
women are converted to Jesus Christ and 
become responsible reproducing church 
members." This definition includes quan
tity and quality. And that's important. 
Terribly important. Let me explain. 

Biblical church growth is not one-sided. 

It is not quantity versus quality or quality 
versus quantity. 

Take the Great Commission for example. 
In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus told the eleven 
to go and make disciples. This command 
includes evangelism (quantity) and 
equipping (quality). One without the other 
is not genuine church growth. 

Look now at Ephesians 4:11-16. You see 
the same thing. Gifted men, according to 
Paul, equip the saints for the work of 
ministry (quality). As a result of doing 
this-the Body will grow (quantity). 
Again, the two cannot be divorced from 
each other. 

Problem? In conducting church growth 
seminars across our country, I believe this 
is greatly misunderstood. 

Some congregations think church 
growth is simply numbers, additions. They 
define church growth in terms of "noses 
and nickles." Baptisms and attendance are 
all that counts. Everything they do points 
to the institution-the church. Individual 
growth is ignored, forgotten. These 
churches are evangelistic churches. But 
they misunderstand church growth. 

Now let's look at the other extreme. 
Some church leaders have told me "We're 
not growing in numbers, but we're really 
growing spiritually." These congregations 
emphasize fellowship and discipleship. 
Everything they do points to the individual 
-while the church is neglected. These 
congregations are equipping churches. 

Both of these exteremes are wrong. 
Dead wrong. They lack balance. The "peril 
of the pendulum" has swung too far in 
both examples. Biblical church growth has 
quantity and quality. 

The main theme of the book of Acts is 
growth. Both quantity and quality are in
cluded. 

Quantity Growth 

Make no mistake about it! Numbers are 
important. On several occasions in the book 
of Acts, exact figures are given: "120," 
"3,000," "5,000," (Acts 1:15; 2:41; 4:4). 
Other words, such as, "Multitudes," "Mul
tiplied," "Myriads" also indicate this (Acts 
5:14; 6:1, 7; 21:20). 

Churches that emphasize fellowship and 
discipleship without evangelism are not 
growing-in spite of their claim. If every
thing points inward-growth is stunted. 

Quality Growth 
Acts 2:42-43 describes a body of dis

ciples growing in their relationship to 
Jesus and to one another-quality growth. 
Verse 42 mentions doctrine, worship, fel
lowship, and prayer. 

Churches that emphasize baptisms and 
attendance without equipping are not 
growing. If everything points outward
growth is retarded. 

That's .whv balance is the key. Acts 2 
proves this. ·First, the people were evan
gelized-identifiecl with Jesus through 
baptism. Then they were equipped-inco1·
poratcd into the Body through follow-up. 
Both are esesntial. And any movement or 
trend that neglects quantity or quality is 
wrong. 

3201 Lisa Drive, Modesto, California 
95350 

9 [7131 



HALLS RETURN FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC 

The elders of the Oxford church an
nouce the safe arrival of the John Hall 
family back home from a one year mis
sion effort in Port Villa, South Pacific. 

John and Rita Hall began a foundation 
for the Church of Chdst in Port Villa. 
As they leaye another m issionary has al
ready taken their place. Ed and Lena 
Crookshank arrived in New Hebrides 
about 3 days prior to the Halls departure 
to continue the work begun. By mutual 
agreement, the elders of Oxford church 
have encouraged the elders of the Ash
down, Arkansas church to take the over
sight of this mission work. With the ar
rival of the Crookshanks in New H ebrides, 
they began their sponsorship in the effort. 

The Hall family after a period of time 
spent r eporting to churches who helped 
support t hem in New Hebrides, will begin 
vork with the church in Glenwood, Ark. 

--<>----
George H. Stephenson , 420 W est Erwin, 

Tyler, Texas: I recently preached in a 
meeting with the church in Gunter where 
L. D. Byrd serves as the local evangelist. 
The church meets in a comfortable build
ing which adjoins Hilltop Haven, an ex
cellent home providing for care of the 
elderly. The elders of the Garland Road 
church in Dallas oversee t his home in ad
dition to the Christian Care Center in 
Mesquite, a Dallas suburb. As of Aug ust 
1, I have served as the local evangelist for 
the West Erwin church in Tyler for twelve 
years. Wes Price and H illard Hughes work 
with us as associate ministers. 

YORK ENROLLMENT UP 
A 11 percent enrollment increase has 

boosted York College's student registra · 
tion total to 359, one of the highest enroll
ment figures in the school's 25-year his
tory. 

According to Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, 
registrar and vice president for academics, 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

the total includes a freshman class num
bering 248. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able fo r family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE OPENINGS 
Freed·Hardeman College is inviting applications for faculty or staff employment 

in computer science. A baccalaureate major is now being offered, and an additional 
faculty member is needed, preferably in January of 1981. June or August beginning 
dates may be possib le. 

The college plans to replace a Burroughs 1714 computer with a DEC PDP 11 /70 
with terminals for administrative and instructional use in 1981. Microcomputers 
are also used in instruction and instructional support. A nonfaculty position as a 
computer center admin istrator is also to be filled. 

Christians with appropriate training and experience are invited to apply. Request 
an application for faculty employment from the Office of Academic Affairs or an 
application for staff employment from t he Office of Business Affairs, Freed· 
Hardeman College, Henderson, TN 38340. Freed-Hardeman College is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

Now Ready /or Shipment -

7.95 

Harding Lectures 

1980 
57th AnnuJI liJrdin• L_m•e,.,il\ 

Bible I rrtur<•,hip 

_...--- -
~-

Finn Foundation P ublishing House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send ------------ copies of Ha1·ding Lectu1·es, 
1980 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name ________ ____ _ 

Address ------------
City _______________ State ___________________ Zip ______ _ 

10 [714] 

' y t- · •• We 
Gi~~ Thee 
But Thine 

own 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 4, 1980 



THE MEANING OF PAIN 
(Continued from page 3) 

So pain is not an evidence against God. 
Death is not intrinsically evil. Both can 
serve good as well as bad purposes in 
human experience. 

Conclusion 
Sin is the only intrinsic evil in human 

experience. Pain, though sometimes instru
mentally evil (e.g., a sufferer curses God 
in his agony), need not be seen as evil at 
all. In fact,· the instrumental good of pain 
is evident not only in that it warns us of 
dangers to our ·bodies but also by virtue 
of its ability to teach us to tum to the 
true Fountain of All Comfort. 

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your 
faith developB perseverance" (James 1:2-8 
NIV). Every man or woman is regarded as 
unproved before God, and life's "trials of 
many kinds" put each one to the test. Such 
experiences are not evil in themselves, and 
God is not blameworthy for allowing them. 

The winds and rains which pu.rify the 
atmosphere and green the earth are not 
evil, yet some structures fall in a storm. 
They fall because their foundations are' 
poor, or for some other reason. In a simi
lar way, the common trials and mis
fortunes of life are not evil. Yet some peo
ple do break and fall under their weight. 
They do so because they have not built on 
the Solid Rock ( cf. Matt. 7 :24-27). 

We don't know everything about pain 
and the purposes it serves. But we do know 
enough to declare that it is no contra
diction to faith in God. Indeed, it is an 
evidence in favor of his love and wisdom 
and power! 

One's view of pain-whether as a mon
ster or a friend-is truly a matter of 
perspective. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 87212 

CLAUDE A. GUILD Box 96, Spring
town, Texas. 76082: There were 5 bap
tisms, 7 restorations and 2 placed mem
bership at Springtown in September. We 
had over 25 responses in the meeting in 
Weatherford. My next meeting- will be at 
Draby Drive, Florence, Alabama, Nov. 
9-12. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P. 0. Box 8927 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404 
512/884-6287 or 512/882-6244 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
group rate 

Plans offered only to workers in 
Okurches of Christ 

I WAS A STRANGER 
(Continued from page 8) 

Despite the efforts and good presentation 
by the teacher, I had difficulty keeping my 
mind on the lesson. 

Following the conclusion of the class, 
the rest of the people reassembled in the 
auditorium. An invitation song was sung 
and the audience dismissed with a closing 
prayer. As I went out, one or two people 
spoke to me and the preacher shook my 
hand. I retrieved my coat and made my 
way out to the cold, empty, city sidewalks. 
Needless to say I was a little depressed. 

What kind of an impression did I re
ceive of the congregation? I cannot say, 
because I could not strictly be objective. 
I did not go out of my way to speak to 
anyone and be friendly. But were my ac
tions any different from those of the aver
age visitor? 

If I were not a member of the Lord's 
church, and were a stranger in a large 
city and was treated like I was, would I 
ever return? I don't know. If I came to 
your congregation and received this 
treatment, would I be interested in coming 
back? I don't know. However, if the num
ber of people who visit your service any 
one time and do not return is great, you 
might look at the welcome they receive. 
1701 Gold Ave. S. E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87106 

Paul T. Breakfield, Jr., Rockledge, 
Florida: The Rockledge Church had its be
ginning last February when 82 people met 
for worship. The Lord has been gracious to 
us and the congregation has grown in 
every good way. Of signal importance was 
the appointing of elders on July 13th. 

On August 3rd we set goals for both at
tendance and contribution. Our attendance 
goal was 200 and we had 210 for worship. 
Our goal for the contribution that Sunday 
was $100,000, and when the day was over 

and all items had been counted, we had a 
grand total of $104,840.00. 

We have had a number of baptisms and 
several have been restored and identified 
witth the Rockledge family. We are tem
porarily meeting in the Cocoa-Rockledge 
Garden Club, corner of Fiske and St. An
drews Avenue, Rockledge, Florida. 

LOVED ONESit,l THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEMI 

The Amen Ministry wortla with faithful Christian con
tacts on Military lnstaUatlona worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as thoy have helped with tho 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 
the past four years. This service Ia free! 

Send thefr name, complete address, phone lnd military 
Installation, If known, along with your name and address 

to: AMEN 

~ 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

t ~1H~~~~~rhRAW.et 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

A!"eric:on Military Evangelizing Nadona 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
lYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 
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123 SINGLES RETREAT IN 
NORTHEAST 

123 singles from nine states of the 
Northeast gathered at Camp Manatawny 
in Pennsylvania for Singles Retreat East, 
Sept. 5-7. The emphasis of the retreat 
was fellowship and potential more tr<~n 
problems. 

Two professional resource people, a law
yer Dale Winget and a tra ined counsellot· 
Sarah Shnell, were present for instructio11 
and professional advice. Other discussion 
leaders included Betty Evans, Muriel Mc
Connon, Mary Pawlowski, Judy Beckett, 
Sue Emberton, Bob Schubmehl, Lot Ther
rio, and directors of the retreat, Fred 
Wheeler and Owen D. Olbricht. 

Owen D, Olbricht, 525 Pincus Avenue, 
Northfield, NJ 08225. 

Omar Bixler, Ft. Defiance, AZ. : F or 
six years in October we have been here 
with this Navajo mission church. We have 
21 members here, and usually have good 
anglo help as well as Navajo people whom 
we are trying to develop into native lead
ers. We have one, Howard Leonard, who 
has a high position in the BIA, and is solid 
and able to lead. We actually are now seek
ing a second couple of mature workers who 
will help us catTY out the large amount of 
personal teaching, preaching, and some 
near-by rural camp meetings. I appreciate 
tremendously the support and extra help 
that comes from other "mission" fields in 
the US where many of you, and the editor, 
have helped me in 45 years span in Colo
rado and Washington State particularly. 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

5he oforJ~ 
Own Church 

t'J 

JJarue'J .A. {!fti/Jre66 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1.50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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~ ........ ~...,...._..,.....,...._..,_,....._._...,.........,.....__... .......... .._,...._..._......__...._...~---.._...~ ........... -..--..--1 
~ PLANNING TO BUILD? ~ 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 19th year of successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction of 'YOUr new building. ~ 
~ Brochure sent on r equest. Call collect . . . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place P. 0. Box 4028{) \ 
~ (615) 388-2818 Nashville, Tennessee 372M ~ 

,,...........,.._..._........,... ........ ..._...,_.,..._...._....._._........_ ........ .._...__.._... ........ _.....__.......,.. ................ ...,.....,.. .............. ~ 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

S,ntt" ,.., .. ~ lh(' '""<1rl Church 01 thr~\1 h.l\ oJ)f'r.tttd Al<'tht"•• Sch•tttl 
1 he"'( hnoe h.l' pr~rn to~ .tn ouhl.tnd•ng 1~ tnr 'Ph•.tdmg 
lht-anllu,•ntcoof Chm.tan~l""- ,u t' l ht.-~twk)lf'\0\o\ IHCiud~ ~ 
d.tl ·Urt' thrOU(th gr•dr S. bul lhC" n("\\ l.t<.•l•llf'\ m.tdt" po~~•blt' b\ lhl\ 
bond progr.tm "'II pt'rm11 t.>\p.ln\•on lhroujj:;h J.:r.tdc• & Bond tntormo~tum 
p.,~\ 10 , 1()1, .._, 11 '\o. O.tlrd \Yrl.h I. 19$0 Out' 't"fl.l1ly. M.tluun" b munlh' Ill 
'"'"'"'' <lllt"r•n~m.tdrtn pu~lu\onh ,,,, .... ,otuU"o•~m·· '>l••··nr• r t 

..._..,\(I!NHh"" n"'"" .. ,"*-U••• '-•'Wd ,_..,, Ott-~•"-'' 1011-1-1 4 11 

A Semester in Italy ... for students interested in international 
studies in the spring semester of 1981 . 

Harding University 
in Florence, Italy 

International Studies Program 
• Full program of study in picturesque Flore nce. the heart of the 

renaissance mouement. 

• Bible. history. literature. music and art. 

• Weekend trauel included, with trips to Paris. Madrid. Frankfurt and 
others. 

• One week in Athe ns. 

•lnuoluement in stre ngthening the church: uisiting missionary works 
of Europe . 

• Unmatched experiences of liuing in rich European culture. 

For brochure and full details. write: 
l;>r. Carl Mitchell. Spring Direc tor 
International Studies Program 
Harding University, Box 939 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143 
Phone (50 1) 268-6161 . Ext. 556 

FIRM FOUNDATION- NOVEMBER 4, 1980 



A FRIEND HAS GONE 

Joseph Wells White, the son of the late 
L. S. White, died in the Los Angeles area 
r ecently, with a. heart condition with 
which he had suffered for a few years. 
He was affectionately known as Joe. He 
and I were friends many years. We were 
preachers at the same time for approx
imately twenty years in the Los Angeles 
area. 

For about eight years Joe and I were 
very closely associated as teachers in 
George Pepperdine College. There we had 
many things in common. We agreed on 
Bible things as nearly as can any two 
men. The same biblical stance was shared 
by us. We had many heart to heart talks 
which shall never be forgotten by me. 
I treasured very much his friendship. 

Joe succeeded me as head of the Reli
gion Department at Pepperdine where he 
served efficiently and effectively for a 
number of years. While there he continued 
to work in two churches as a local preach
er until the last few years of his life when 
he worked as Educational Director at the 
Hollywood Church. Hundreds of the 
church and many former students of 
Pepperdine will be forever grateful to him 

HAIL\1 RATHER THAN HELP 

May I express my sincere appreciation 
for J. C. Choate's article some time back 
concerning t he loving , generous, but ill 
informed contributions being sent to 
India. I sincerely hope it has caused some 
to stop and think. Little do many realize 
that they are actually harming the work. 
-Dean Crutchfield 

---o-
Sanford Tunc, N. 5th & Short Mtn. Sts. 

Paris, AR 72855: Last month we began 
our fourth year with t he congregation 
here. The progress is r ather slow but 
gratifying. This congregation and com
munity have wonderful people to live, 
love and work with. Next Monday, we 
will greatly increase our radio ministry. 
We have been broadcasting a 15-minute 
program on Sunday morning and a five
minute program each day, Monday 
through Friday. Beginning Monday we 
will add another five-minute-per-day pro
gram and three one-minute spots per day. 

for his friendship, his interest in them, 
his love, and his life in many ways. 

-W. B. West, Jr. 

NORTHERN MOST SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING STARTED 

Fairbanks School of Biblical Studies 
started September 13, 1980. The school 
has 38 students, representing the differ 
ent cultures of Alaska. The instructors 
are Joe Anderson, David Dvorak, and 
Lynn Wolf. 

The school is ·under the oversight of 
the elders of the Northern Lights church. 
Joe Anderson is an elder for the Northern 
Lights church and a past preacher. David 
Dvorak is the evangelist of the Eilson 
church. Lynn Wolf is the director of the 
school and evangelist for the Northern 
Lights church .. 

Eddie G. Couch, Florissant Church of 
Christ, 16460 New Halls Ferry Road 
Florissant, l\Io. 63031: In October I will b~ 
moving back to J acksonville, Florida, to 
resume work with the San Jose congr~
gation. I helped begin that congregation in 
1956 and continued there for 13 ~ years. In 
the intervening years, I have preached for 
the Webb Chapel Church of Christ in 
Dallas and the Florissant Church of Christ 
in the St. Louis area. 

FULL COLOR SLIDES 

THE BOOK OF ACTS DRAMATIZED 
Complete Book of Acts photographed in living color! 
Produced by Jule L. Mi ller T exas H . Stevens, Direc tor and Editor 

Gospel Services, Inc., new and exclusive production. 

Actual full color photographs of the events in the Book of Acts. Almost total verse 
by verse coverage. All conversions covered in detail, including baptismal scenes. 
Authentic first century costumes and sets . Hundreds oflive models used. Each of the 
four volumes is packed in a beautiful book-type box with a hinged cover containing 
over 400 slides. Index keys each slide to Bible text. No script or recording needed. 

Separate Volun1cs 

No. 707 A Volume I ( Acts I : 1-9:19 I 416 Slides) .. ............................ . .... S89.50 

No. 707B Volume II (Acts 9:20- 15:3 I 428 Slides) ................................. $92.00 

No. 707C Volume Ill (Acts 15:4-22:30 1 433Sl idcs) ................................ $93.00 

No. 707D V olume IV (Acts 23: 1-28:31 I 457 Slides) .... . ..... ....•. ...... . .. . ...... $98.00 

No. 707 The Book of Acts Dramatized in Color S lides 

Over 1 734 slides in four book· type 

boxes ...... .......... . ... ....... . $269.95 

~(ij)~~®®.;.).-:ii>~~~~~~~®.~®®®~ 

~ SPECIAL CASH OFFER!$~~~~ ~ 
~ Order ent ire four volumes of 1 734 color slides for only ~ 
@. S259.95 cash. Volumes I thru IV will be sent immediately ~ 
@ post~ge paid on this introductory offer. Paymant and this ~ 
(tit spectal coupon must accompany order. ~ 

~®®~~~®~®®®®®~~~~~~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

13 [717] 



BOOKS .!Jn feview 
THE PREACHING EVENT. John Clay
pool. Word. 140p. $5.95 

The Yale Lectures have been the hall
mark of lectures on preaching for more 
than a century. This year's series by a 
Baptist minister digs deep into what is 
really involved in effective preaching of 
the gospel. You won't agree with all of 
it, but he presents many insights, any one 
of which is worth the price of the book. 

THE VINE LIFE. Colleen Evans. Chosen. 
135p. $6.95 

"I am the vine and ye are the branches" 
said J esus,· and went on to teach that a 
branch can't bear fruit except it be in 
the vine. Although the author doesn't have 
the foggiest notion of the l ife giving con
nection between the vine and the branch, 
how it is achieved and of the essentialness 
of the connection, there ar c, however, 
some good lessons on fruit bearing, prun
ing, abiding, withering, cleansing, etc. 

STRAIGHT TALKS TO MEN AND 
THEIR WIVES. J ames Dobson. Word. 
222 p. $8.95 

Really writ ten as center shots to men 
r egarding their responsibili ties to wife 
and family, this book, by an authority on 
family relations, is good reading for wives 
also. Drawing from the authoritative 
model of his own father, the author writes 

some penetrating messages to men on 
being men. 

When sending a book for review m these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

A ll books reviewed here may be purchased 
from the F irm Foundation Publishing Boult. 
Please add 70c for postage and handling on 

orders of $5.00 or less ; So/o on orders O\"Cr $5.00. 

Write or c a II collect (81 7) 7 56·5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F, Waco, Tex as 76710 

For Less Than o 1 vear- $1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the yea r. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bi ll me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

PROGRAM 

MISSION FORUM VI 
NOVEMBER 14-16, 1980 

MISSION FORUM VI 

NOVEMBER 14 • 16. 1980 

THEME: "Proclaiming Christ Through Mass M edia" 

"Proclaiming Christ Through \ Mass Media" 

('\* Land\on S\ unders * Batsell Barrett Baxter 

\._ ~~ * !";u'f' Moni•on * Hacold H3'elip 

:;;eth Mit:h:l:m :ou~::: Bametl 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
811 N. 4th - Box 415 

Broken Arrow, OK 7401:& 

LODGING AVAILABLE - CALL: (9 18) 251·3717 

MINISTERS: Kent Hall -Judge Morris- Emmett Roberts 
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Friday. November 14 
7:30p.m. ""NEW FRONTIERS IN MASS MEDIA" Joe R. Barnett 

Saturday. November 15 

10:00 a.m. REGISTRATION 

10:15 a.m. GOSPEL SINGING Glen Matthews 

10:30 a.m. "'FEELING GOOD ABOUT BEING A CHRISTIAN"" 
Landon Saunders 

12:00 Noon LUNCH BREAK 

2:00p.m. "'FEELING GOOD ABOUT BEING A CHRISTIAN"" (Cont"d.) 
Landon Saunders 

3:30 · 4:00 p.m. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Landon Saunders. 
Harold Hazelip& Phillip Morrison 

7:30 • 9:00 p.m. ..MASS MEDIA IN THE PRINTED PAGE"" Phillip Morrison 
"'THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM"" Harold Hazelip 

Sunday. November 16th 

9:45 a.m. ··HOPE FOR ETERNITY .. Jim Pounders 

10:45 a.m. "IT IS IMPERATIVE WE GO NOW TO THE CITIES" 
-- Batsell B. Baxter 

6:00 p.m. ""HARVESTING THE BIG APPLE"" Kleth Mitchell 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advcrtiainB' meeting pl~, preachers seeking work or con~rregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-MiBBions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CIIUROH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JA:P.A.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chrlpt. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worahip 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. "For transportat!on
directions ph. 628-0535. Worsh1p with us-EnJOY a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CH.A.TR.A.M, N • .J,. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
.&LASKA. - .A.NCHOR.A.GID CHURCH OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY ..&.B.JDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Plea•llDton, CaUfonaJ1a. 941S68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma>:: 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
&omeona moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapea. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2482 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
ltloaterrey, lle::dcoJ .A.ve. Falldlclone• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangellsta 
ATI"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916} 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 17% foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-8787 or (718) 481-1466. 
BREWER, ~241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visltars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
PREACHER NEEDED. Full time. over 40, some self
support required. Small congregation of 60 members. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, 
Buckeye, Arizona 85826. 
EV .A.NSVILLE, IND., 2206 Ill. lllorgau. A. ve., 
u.s. 460 Ellllt Oppoldte K-Hart. omce 4'n· 
152'11. Bobb7' Wade, HID. 4'16-40G8. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, O.A.LIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-982-3338. 
· Houseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. Phone 814 
888-5974 or 814 888-2475. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out write 
Church of Christ, 425 Central Ave., W. Hwy. 70, 
Safford, Arizona 85546. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 

SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8026 Ext. # 566 on 
bow to obtain your Surplus Directory. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 6$1 W. :ZSth St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3·0 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism • 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P .0. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee ('602) 333-2867. 
Blonde wood, 14 foot and 15 foot church pews with 
red cushion seats. Excellent condition. $150 per 
pew. Call (405) 321-0788 or write Alameda Church 
of Christ, 801 E. Alameda, Norman, OK 73071. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregation 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ, P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 8088, Sedona, 
Arb:. 86340. 
WnshiD.gtou, D.C. area-JO minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VlrglDia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'll-4U'l, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evanarellst. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhero in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and opera~. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.O. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.O. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1806. 

FOR SALE 
New and us.-d church buses 

School Bus Exchange Phone 216-1918 
Dallas, Texas 

PREACHER, age 54, married. 2 children, well 
educated. 32 years experience. No hobbies, no anti. 
Work with or without elders. Exceptional in youth 
work and counseling. Immediate relocation. Call 
915-576-2216. 
Would like information or whereabouts of Alonzo 
T. Davis children or grandchildren. Please get In 
touch with Evelyne Bennett Ivers, Amarillo, Texas 
6214 Adirondack Trail, Zip 79106. California was 
last known address. 
Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made. wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 405-643-2243 or write, The 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
FOR SA·LE: 1)4n Panasonic NV 9200 Video Cassette 
Recorder: CT 911 VA Panasonic 19" TV/monitor; 
r.G-832 Video Data Systems character generator. 
Church of Christ, Beardstown, IL 62618. Call: 217-
323-2572. 

INVESTIG.A.TEI The Firm FounclatloD 
trlea to screen advertlaiDg, and will Dot 
knowingly toke questionable advertl•lng. 
Dot lt Is the reader's responslbiUQ' to ID• 
vestlgate. Like aD}" other paper, we •ome
tlmes UDwlttlDgl}" r1ID aD UDWOrth7 Ado 
As the old IID71Dg goe•• before you lnve•t. 
ID.Testla-ate I 

DISCOUNT Maxeell blank video tape VHS Beta, 
Umatie. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 95055. 

DINOS ROUSSOS ENTERS ACU 

Dinos Roussos, Native Greek Preacher 
in Athens, has enrolled in Abilene Chris
tian University for one year of graduate 
studies pointing toward the establishment 
of a Bible School for training Greek 
preachers in his native land. 

In four years in Athens two new con
gregations have been started, two native 
preachers trained and now in full time 
work, and about 80 people baptized. 

Roussos plans to return to Greece in one 
year to begin a Preacher Training School 
in Athens, a regular radio and television 
program, Bible correspondence work, and 
to continue evangelistic work in Greece. 
Russos publishes a monthly magazine in 
Greece, entitled !SCHIRO THEMELIO 
(The Firm Foundation), through which the 
work of the church in Greece is made 
known. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 1112 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Elders and preachers! 

''How much 
building-debt c~n 
your congregation 

afford? 
without ruining your regular church programs?" 

Why is Affiliated Managers best qualified to help you? 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church fmance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over 1,250 congregations ot ~hurches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated services. 

• Affliiated Managers offers you quality church 
financing, built upon strength through knowledge, 
stability through experience, and success through 
dedication. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Want faster service on your free cassette? 
Call this number 

1-806-352-5603 
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Mail this coupon today for a free cassette 
with answers to this and other questions about 
church financing! 
An oversized, unmanageable building debt is one of the 
problems that can wreck your whole church budget. 
What are the others, and how do you avoid them? 
Affiliated Managers, Inc., which has been serving 
churches of Christ exclusively for over 20 years gives 
you answers in this free cassette. Send for yours now! 

Mail this coupon today for your free cassette! 

jAfftliated Managers~~---;F~~--

1 
5408 Bell Avenue, P.O. Box 7648 

I 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

YES! I am part of a group that is planning a new I structure. Please send me the free cassette which dis
' cusses problems we should avoid. 
I 

I Name/ individual 

I Address/ Church 

I 
I Function in 

I 
I Telephone L _ __ _ 
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OCC BREAKS GROUND: Prepa ring to turn the first spades of earth for 
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are Mr. Edward L. Gaylord, one of the principal donors, Dr. J. Terry 
Johnson, President of Oklahoma Christian College, former U. S. Secretary 
of Defense Melvin R. Laird, Mr. W illiam F. Martin, Chairman of the Enter
prise Square Round Table , and U. S. Senator David Bore n. See re lated 
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ROY H. LANIER~ SR, . 

On Sunday night, October 26th, Roy H. Lanier, Sr., 
long time Staff Writer for the Firm Foundation died 
in his sleep. He was 81. 

News of. this nature is always shocking, and we, per
sonally, felt the sting of it more keenly because of many 
years of association and close friendship. Soon after 
becoming Editor of the Firm Foundation we asked 
Brother Lanier to serve on the editorial staff because 
we considered him then, and did consider him until the 
day of his death, the greatest living Bible scholar among 
us. He had the scholarship, and, what is more, he had 
the spirit to go with it. One may be coldly logical and 
ever so nimble in defense of the Scriptures but if he 
lacks the great soul and magnanimous, humble spirit 
that goes with it, he is vulnerable. 

Brother Lanier edited "THE PROBLEM PAGE" in 
the Firm Foundation, and dealt with many of the most 
profound problems facing the church in our age. He 
was a good right hand to us in fielding the questions 
that continually come to the editorial office. We did not 
always agree with Roy, nor he with us, but we both re
specte~ each other and the bond of love between us 
was strong. One thing we especially liked was the fact 
he was always fair with his opponents; he never mis
represented them, nor tried to attribute to them a posi
tion they did not hold. His mind was always open to the 
possibility that he might be in error, and he never 
reached the place where he felt he had nothing else 
to learn. 

A letter recently from J. D. Whitten, who was con
verted by Lanier in a debate between the two on the 
Sunday' School question, expressed great love and 
esteem for Roy and commented on the spirit in which 
he dealt with the issues. If, in all the "issues" the 
church has faced, brethren had possessed the spirit of 
a Lanier we would not have many of the splinters that 
now disgrace us. 

There is no substitute for a profound understanding 
of the Word. We have been content too long with a 
shallow understanding. We have parroted the views 
of others as if they were Scripture, and used the argu
ments of others instead of doing the spade-work in the 
Word that we should have done. Lanier was a scholar 
of the first magnitude in that his inquisitive mind 
kept plumbing· the depths of Scripture searching for 
understanding that does not come off the surface. His 
work on the Godhead is an example. In an area where 
most of us have done little thinking he has done a lot. 
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Most of us are content with narrow little lives
~owing a single job and doing it well is the height of 
most ambitions. The world is too wonderful, and life is 
too adventurous for· one to be satisfied with knowing 
the path from his house to his office and back. Roy's 
vision was worldwide, and his energies were spent in 
every conceivable avenue of communication-writing, 
radio, the pulpit, the classroom-you name it. He 
taught school; he lectured churches; he trained preach
ers. He debated. He wrote private letters. He spent 
hours in personal discussions. He was never a quitter. 
He was almost as active at eighty as he was in the 
prime of his life. And he went to sleep with his crown 
still on his head. 

There is no substitute for a keen insight into the 
word of God. You have to dig in the mine like a miner 
seeking gold. You have to wrestle with the Scriptures 
like Jacob wrestled with the angel. God's word is simple 
enough for the simple and profound enough to chal
lenge the profound. None have ever exhausted its 
treasures. The greatest satisfaction that comes to the 
scholar is the discovery of the nuggets that lie deeply 
buried. There is a difference in being able to make an 
argument and in understanding the intent and purpose 
of God as he revealed them in the Word·. Men may laud 
a gladiator in the arena, but God loves a man who is 
baptized in his word. There is a sensitiveness of soul 
that goes with being great that sometimes escapes our 
jaundiced notice. 

Some wear the marks of their scholarship in gold 
stripes on velvet hoods and robes, and others make 
them like Xs before or after their names. But the real 
mark of a Bible scholar is his ability to apply the mean
ing of th~ Word to the hurt of a man in healing fashion. 
When one thinks he has learned it all, and ceases to be 
a student, he ceases to be a scholar. 

When someone like Roy goes on to his reward, we are 
prone to ask, "where will w·e find someone to take his 
place?" They probably asked that when the giants were 
falling while Roy was a boy. He buckled on· the armor 
that others laid aside and wore it well. Now, some other 
warrior will have to arise to wear it, for the battle 
must go on. Mankind must be constantly warned of 
what they are constantly forgetting. 
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The following comments are selected 
from a dialogue among Japanese preach· 
ers as they gave their observations on 
mission work in Japan from 1946 to the 
present. The discussions continued over a 
period of three months under the chair
manship of Motoyuki Nomura, preacher 
for the Hachiman-Yama Church of Christ 
in Tokyo. 

The remarks represent a loving effort 
to take a frank look at the efforts of 
missionaries sent by U S Churches of 
Christ to Japan. The evaluation is not the 
same as that reflected in the usual mis
sionary newsletter-but therein lies its 
greatest strength. The question that US 
churches face is not 'Are all reports posi
tive?' or 'Do the Japanese appreciate 
(read, approve and never question) our 
work and sacrifices?' Rather it is 'What 
is the effect of our mission efforts? 
How do the Japanese actually view them? 
What areas need to be changed?' 

It is the hope of the Japanese preachers 
that these comments will cause American 
churches to realize the importance of 
looking at. missions through non-American 
eyes. After all, world missions is for the 
glory of God-not for the glory or honor 
of the people of any one nation. 

(I have combined statements by several 
preachers in cases where the ideas over
lap. There are also some changes of sen
tence form. But every effort has been 
made to render the original meaning into 
English. EP.) 

The motive of the discussion - "The 
following are some of the voices of Jap
anese evangelists concerning US mission
aries to Japan. After having 'graduated' 
from the postwar missionary domination 
period, for the first time the native work
ers raised their voices in dialogue with 
their co-workers, the US missionaries. . . . 
This paper is not in any sense meant to 
create additional problems nor to hurt 
anyone, but it is a summary of a frank 
discussion among Japanese ministers of 
various ages and from several congrega
tions. These are ideas which we wish to 
share with our American brothers." 

The need for prior consultation.-"Post
war missionaries came to Japan at their 
own will and desire, started their own 
churches here and there without much per
spective, and withdrew abruptly at their 
own wish. . . . Durng the whole process, 
native workers and churches have been 
ignored and not consulted with." 

"Since churches of Christ are inde
pendent and there is no central missionary 
society, each worker who comes to Japan 
starts his own work according to his own 
wish and method. When he returns to the 
US another worker comes and repeats 
the same mistake all over again. Thus 
there is no hope to prevent the same mis
takes. Learning from history is an impor
tant part of preparation for any new mis
sionary attempt, we natives think." 

"We are now entering a new era for 
the cause of Christ. It is now our chance 
to work for the glory of God with the new 
missionaries as co-workers. American 
churches should not send their own mis
sionaries without our consent. The Ameri
can churches need to get in touch with us 

MISSIONS 
Our Work Through Other Eyes 

ELMER PROUT 

(Japanese churches and leaders) befor~ 
selecting any missionaries for Japan." 

"When we see new missionaries making 
the same mistakes that have plagued the 
Japanese church during the post-war years 
we wonder what the US churches are 
thinking about in connection with world 
mission." 

"But we must, neverthelss, thank the 
missionaries who came to Japan to bring 
His message, in spite of many mistakes 
which could have been avoided if we all 
were careful and wiser. We want to invite 
new missionaries, provided that they will 
not ignore our history, culture, customs, 
politico-socio-cultural heritage and back
ground. We are not necessarily a primi
tive heathen nation, and this unintentional 
but biased attitude should be corrected. 
One brother from America still holds that 
attitude and we do not understand why 
American brothers have sent him without 
carefully determining his real attitudes 
toward Japanese people." 

"The attitude of some American church
es in sending and supporting their par· 
ticular missionary boy but not supporting 
the work of Christ in Japan is also a prob
lem to us. The problem is that when thei£ 
missionary withdraws from Japan the 
church forgets all about the seed left be
hind. They seem not to care what happens 
after the worker retreats back to the US. 
That is one reason why we have so many 
property problems and a shortage of work
ers for the abandoned or weak churches. 
We cannot spread our butter to so many 
places." 

"Because of a lack of consultation be
tween American and Japanese churches 
missionaries suddenly appear, dig in · 
Japanese soil a bit here and there and 
then they are gone. As a result, a weak 
congregation of babies in Christ is left 
all alone. The American has not considered 
or asked if there will be a qualified leader 
to assist the church-he says to the babies 
"Study the Bible and pray and you will 
grow." But he simply does not understand 
Japanese soil. The baby most likely will 
die soon. When we see this situation be
ing repeated over and over we become 
frustrated. We wonder if we can trust 
missionaries and their churches if this 
pattern continues." 

Care in selecting co-workers--"When a 
missionary works mainly with the well-to
do, such as doctors, lawyers, politicians, 
scholars, business men, or with students 
who wish to practice English, the result is 
that he forms a basically foreign commu
nity which is irrelevant to an average 
Japanese community. Missionaries who 
tend to rely only on contacts from that 
level of society can not see the difference 
between spiritual quality and English 
speaking ability." 

"During the years just after World War 
II missionaries errected many western 

style church buildings but no real Chris .. 
tian community. They seem to have made 
more English speaking disciples than they 
made disciples of Jesus Christ." 

"Disciple_ making is one of the keys 
from now on. But the missionaries must 
determine to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. He should beware of followers who 
flatter him and whose .words tend to make 
him think that he is important or a better 
person than the natives." 

Who will own the church property?
"It seems to us that there have been many 
cases when church property was purchased 
with little thought concerning its future 
ownership and use. Some self-serving na
tives saw an opportunity that by working 
closely with an American they could get 
control of church property. This has hap
pened in case after case. Some of our 
former· preacher frien'ds now occupy the 
church building as a residence even 
though no more religious activities are 
conducted. The person pays no property 
tax and, like a Buddhist priest, will hand 
the property down to his son. On the other 
hand, some church property is still con
trolled by missionaries who left Japan 
more than twenty years ago. Careful 
thought and consultation with Japanese 
church leaders is required before the pur
chase of land for church use in Japan." 

Looking to the future - "We are now 
like a broken comb with many missing 
teeth. It is more important than ever that 
both the natives and the missionaries pray 
for each other and work together for the 
glory of God .. " 

"We really need to communicate with 
our American friends and exchange views 
and ideas so that we can avoid as many 
mistakes as possible. We need to work for 
a better understanding of the world-in 
fact, this may be one of the greatest con
tributions that we can make to our US 
friends. After all, they are not always 
right or always experts on world missions. 
They need to learn better ways to serve 
the Lord just as much as we do." 

"We need to examine our mistakes
our own as well as those of the American 
missionaries. We need to establish our 
own identity and Christian commitment 
based on Japanese Christian experience 
and struggles. A joint and mutual study 
fellowship is needed." 

"We have looked at the past but now we 
need to forget that 'dark age' and turn 
our attention to a 'new age' in Christ. In 
Japan more than 99% of our countrymen 
are not Christians. In all of Asia people 
are waiting for the gospel message. It is 
our term to work for Jesus. We must love 
and respect all who seek to work for our 
Lord, Jesus Christ." 

"We want to welcome missionaries who 
have love for Jesus and for the Japanese 
hungry soul. As long as we are wiiiing to 
share our joys and sorrows we can work 
together as brothers in Jesus." 

"What is 'being scriptural' after all? 
It may begin by not having a missionary 
society but it must go on to include much 
more careful concern in selecting and 
supporting missionaries. It is specifically 
because we do not believe in organiza-

( Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Robe of Righteousness 
Isa. 61:10 

0. H.TABOR 

Whoever is acquainted with the nature of mankind in general, 
or the propensity of his own heart in particular, must acknowl
edge that self-righteousness is the last idol that is rooted out 
of the heart. Being once familiar with a covenant of works, 
it is easy for man to glory in being the cause of his salvation. 
Like the Jews of Paul's day, over whom he prayed, we may 
find ourselves disregarding the righteousness that comes from 
God and seeking to set up our own righteousness and refusing 
to submit to God's righteousness. We are taught that Christ 
is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes (Rom. 10:3-4). Ever since the fall of 
Adam there seems to be a powerful instinct in man to adorn 
himself. Love of self and personal adoration have taken the 
place of love to and heart admiration of Almighty God. The 
savage expects to be admired becase of his tattooing and the 
fashionable lady because of her finery. We must remember 
that Adam and Eves were not sufficiently clothed until God 
clothed them. Man may pride himself on his beauty and his 
accomplishments while God sees his nakedness. The righteous
ness of God alone is man's robe that can cover the shameful 
nakedness of man as a sinner. This is hard doctrine but true. 

Jesus addressed himself to this great need of mankind in 
many places during his earthly life. He said to his disciples, 
"Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the Scribes and Pharisees ye shall not enter into the kingdom" 
(Matt. 5:20). He is saying here, except you are better men and 
women than those whom you consider to be the very cream of 
your society, you will not enter the kingdom. Then what kind 
of men were these referred to by our Lord? The general idea 
is that they were hypocrites; but this is a mistake. Of course, 
there were some who merited that designation; yet not all. 
"Pharisee" meant those who had separated themselves from 
all wrong and sinful things. They were great religious teacher.i 
and leaders and must have been people who conformed with the 
Law which the Old Testament affords. From the Scrirtures 
we learn that they were punctual in attendance of Divine 
worship, believed in and practiced public and private prayer, 
were temperate in eating and drinking, were generous and 
benevolent, supported the house of prayer, and read and 
studied the Scriptures. What more could be desired of them? 
How can we surpass such righteousenss? Yet the Lord said 
there is no hope for us unless we are better than they! (Luke 
18:11-12). 

One may say, "I am not righteous but I am doing my best." 
Are y~u? Do you pray three times a day, read and study the 
word of God, go as often as possible to the meeting place and 
support all good causes? "No," then cease talking about "doing 
your best." But granted you are. Here was a class of people who 
really were doing their best, and yet the Lord said that it wa:i 
not sufficient. If one thinks of this for a little while one will 
be compelled to say, "this is staggering." Surely this word from 
Jesus ought to bring despair to the hearts of all who are honest
ly doing their best. God states in I sa. 64 :6, that in his pure eyes, 
even our best is a filthy rag. Our Lord's words would be terrible 
if they stood alone, but thank God, they do not. Just before 
he made this statement he said he had not come to destroy 
the law, but to fulfill it. We are taught that Christ is the end 
of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone 
who belives (Rom. 10:3-4). This is to say that Christ has per
fectly fulfilled all God's righteous claims. If my best is not 
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sufficient, God's best is more than enough; if my righteousness 
will not pass the test, there is another righteousness that will 
see me through-the righteousness of the Lord's own providing 
when we are in Christ. 

We must give the greatest consideration to the all-important 
,question how the Lord is to be man's righteousness, and that 
is in one word, by imputation. At the beginning God made a 
covenant of agreement with Adam and Eve upon condition of 
an unsinning obedience to give them immortality and eternal 
life when he said, "The day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die." We may fairly infer, so long as they continued 
obedient they should surely live. We remember the full and 
mournful account of how they broke this covenant and thereby 
stood in general need of a better righteousness than their own, 
in order to procure their future state of acceptance with God. 
In later years God made a covenant with Israel which they were 
commanded to keep perfectly-in every detail. They fell short 
of such a measure of righteousness, as Paul stated in many 
places in his letters. There we see mankind without strength, 
yet they were obliged to do all things which the Lord had re
quired in a perfect manner. Romans 7:7-13. 21-25. 

Here then opens the amazing sense of God's divine love to 
all mankind. For behold, what man could not do, Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, did for him. In his human nature, while on 
earth, Christ obeyed perfectly and thus fulfilled the law in 
man's stead. As the sin-offering he satisfied the demands of 
divine justice for the breach of which man was guilty and 
provided a full, perfect and sufficient righteousness for all to 
whom it was to be imputed. Here we see the meaning of the 
word righteousness. It implies the active as well as the passive 
o.bedience of the Lord Jesus Christ, who not only died, but 
hved; not only suffered, but obeyed, for or instead of poor 
sinners. This is what Paul meant when he said, "God made 
him, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God" (2 Cor. 5:21). All who 
are in Christ, as new creatures, have the righteousness of God 
imputed unto them, by the act on Calvary. Paul said, "If any
one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to him
self through Christ" (2 Cor. 5:17-18). The righteous man under 
the law became righteous by doing righteously; under grace he 
does righteously because he has been made righteous in Christ. 
Man's righteousness is confined entirely to the life that is seen 
by men, but the righteousness of God is both concerned with 
the external and the internal, because it is both imputed and 
imparted. 

Participation in the benefits of the resurrection life of the 
Lord Jesus demands surrender and self-denial and entry into 
~he sin-offering. This is the meaning of baptism; for in baptism 
mto the name of Jesus Christ the process of dying and rising 
with Christ is initiated, embodied and portrayed with no 
meritorious act attached. Thenceforth the business of Christian 
living is the working out of our death to sin in the ever increas
ing realization of our ·union with Christ's self-surrender as the 
Holy Spirit, who dwells within, bears his fruit in our life. (Gal. 
5:22-25). 

The Scribes and Pharisees had made the observance of cere
monies the he-all and end-all of Religion. Now, ceremonies are 
right in carrying out God's arrangement, yet godliness is not a 
series of ceremonies, but a deep inward spiritual reality. 

As the child of God struggles to rise. higher and maintain 
moral values he has the help of the Spirit of God, who dwells 
within, and he comes to own that it is "God who works in him 
to will and to act according to his good purpose" (Phil. 2:13). 

Paul gave up all things that he might gain Christ and as 
he said, "Be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by 
faith" (Phil. 3:7-9). 
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Readjustment ... 

The First Step to Survival 
MOZELLE PARKER 

The urge to survive bas been cited as the strongest natural 
instinct of the human being. Surviving the loss of a mate, 
whether through divorce or death, and coping with the stress 
associated with it, presents one of life's greatest challenges. 

Many problems are the same for the widow or divorced 
woman; others bear little or no similarity. Each goes from the 
status of being a "Pair," to the position of being "One," a 
"Woman Alone." Each has suffered the loss of a mate. The 
widow, in most cases, can view death as the villain. The di
vorced woman, regardless of the cause, often finds it difficult 
to pinpoint the villain. Due to the loss of a husband, both 
will suffer the loss of emotional security, economic security, 
companionship, and a sexual partner. 

The emotional problems are viewed by many as the most 
critical area that has to be dealt with. Surviving the emotional 
problems requires the greatest effort, and unless the woman 
is able to adjust emotionally, even the smallest problems be
come insurmountable. In additio~, physical ailments may arise 
because emotional adjustment ha's not been made. In his book, 
Granger Westberg states, "Many patients are ill because of 
some unresolved grief situation" (Good Grief, p. 23). 

In order to survive and successfully readjust to the loss of a 
mate, the woman must face the facts. Acceptance of the loss 
is necessary. Death is final. This is not something that two 
aspirin, lots of fluids and plenty of rest will restore to a 
normal state. It is essential that she make adjustments in her 
lifestyle. 

The loss of a mate brings grief; grief brings suffering which 
moves through various stages. Both the widow and the divorced 
woman will experience grief in the emotional struggle for re
adjustment. Tears must fall to ease the pain and the stress. 
"Tears are the safety valve of the heart when too much 
pressure is laid on it" (Leaves of Gold, p. 27). Grief must be 
expressed. One widow described grief as "A pilgrimage." ( AfteT 
Weeping, A Song). It can be considered as a journey which 
takes one on a trip, arousing" feelings that are often frighten
ing. Grief is not a swift flight by jet plane; it is a slow 
struggle up a rocky path that must be climbed one step at 
a time. 

Shock is one of the first stages involved in grief, but it can 
be valuable. It has been called an anesthetic, cushioning the 
blow and allowing one to perform immediate and necessary 
tasks. It is during the shock stage that the widow must notify 
necessary people of the death, make arrangements for the 
memorial and burial service, and make arrangements for im
mediate financial needs. The woman who has lost a mate due 
to divorce must also notify people who need to know. She 
must make arrangements for a place to live and take care of 
transportation and financial needs. In most cases, she is the 
one that has to inform children about the break-up of the 
home. Such decisions will not wait for grief and suffering 
to run their course, thus shock mercifully allows one to move 
through this first stage in a seemingly calm manner. 

Anger, hostility and bitterness are also found on the pil
grimage of grief. Even the most devout person has been plagued 
by these emotions. 

Loneliness and depression follow closely on the scene of 
bitterness, and are two of the most dificult problems to deal 
with. With depression, "Something seems to come between the 
person and God, and between the person and his fellow men, so 

that he feels a tremendous loneliness, an awful sense of isola
tion" (Good Grief, p. 20). The woman alone often moves through 
this scene, seeing herself as the solitary performer on n. vast 
stage playing to an empty house. "Where," she asks herself, 
"is the audience, those professing to love and care, those who 
are to be a back-up, a support system?" This is the time to seek 
friends, engage in activities or take up a special class offered 
to aid the single or widowed person. 

Fear is another stage of grief suffering. Not everyone fears 
the same thing, but many women, after the loss of a mate, 
feel they have lost their own identity. They fear they are not 
wanted or needed. Fear of financial security causes some to 
panic. The fear must be resolved and worked out, perhaps by 
consulting someone to analyze the financial status and formu-
late a plan to provide security. · 

As acceptance takes place, inner peace will begin to return. 
Some will resign themselves to the loss, and grief may be 
viewed as "The process through which one is able to draw a 
line between life and death" (Raise the Dead, p. 34). It marks 
the passing of a loved one and allows the survivor to emerge 
from an emotional chaos. 

Clouds will pass, and then comes the time to ask: What 
about the future? First take time to gain a proper persepctive 
before making any major decisions, preferably one year. Moving, 
selling or buying property, quitting a job or taking a long 
trip are decisions that should not be made hastily. 

Not only should time be taken in making any major de
cisions, but the person should not expect too much of self 
at first. All the problems and fears • cannot be solved nor 
quickly conquered. Time is needed to sort and deal with each 
one. Time is an ally. 

To successfully readjust, the woman alone must rebuild her 
life. The world still exists, and she is .a valuable person. To
morrow can bring happiness. As someone has said "Today is the 
first day of the rest of your life." Put your talents to work. 
Take up a hobby, or develop and pursue some talent in which you 
have an interest, but put off because of the time it took away 
from your mate. 

Use the spiritual building blocks which come from God. Faith 
is the foundation, not only to build upon, but for rebuilding 
when loss has caused such grief. Those who have made a study 
of grief are of the opinion that people who possess a strong 
faith in God are. better able to survive and rebuild their lives. 

Hope, another. spiritual building block, will give security. 
"And thou shalt be secure because there is hope" (Job 11 :18). 
As one widow stated, "One of the greatest needs of the widow 
is the need for hope-hope for life beyond the grave" (On Be
coming A Widow, p. 91). The knowledge that the loved one will 
live again enables the woman to carry on and rebuild her life. 

Prayer keeps one in touch with God, and the woman alone 
must rely heavily on this building block. By communicating witl1 
God, she is able to gain· strength to face the daily routine. 

Perseverance and courage will be needed to reach the top 
of the mountain in the emotional struggle. The person who has 
climbed upward in the darkness and loneliness of the grief 
journey will appreciate the splendid view from the top more 
than those who have never had to struggle to· reach it .. 

Life goes on; it can be beautiful. Those in a scriptural position 
to remarry may desire to do so, but they should realize that no 
one else will ever be the same as their first husband, therefore 
comparisons are not always wise. The author, Joshua Liebman 
said it in this manner, "The melody that the loved one played 
upon the piano of your life will never be played quite that way 
again, but we must not close the keyboard and allow the instru
ment to gather dust. We must seek other artists of the spirit, new 
friends who will gradually help us to find the road to life 
again, who will walk that road with us" (Peace of Mind). 

601 N. 62nd, Waco, TX 
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Preparing for Heading a Household Alone 
The first and perhaps the most difficult 

step is to face the reality that any woman 
may become a "woman alone." The statis
tics bear out that the average wife can 
expect close to ten years of widowhood. 
Also, the"re is the possibility that divorce 
may touch the life of a Christian woman. 
Many Christian women struggle to remain 
faithful to the Lord in marriages to non
Christian husbands. But often despite 
their efforts, the marriages end in divorce. 
And of course, many other factors affect 
the stability of even the marriage of two 
Christians. The third category of women 
who must· face the problems of being 
"women alone" are those who have never 
married. Many women today are· choosing 
not to be married at all or to postpone 
marriage until later in life. These also 
must establish households and function as 
the head. They will need to be aware of 
much of the same information as the other 
two groups. 

In preparing to head a household alone, 
a woman must learn in great detail how 
the household is operated. It has been said, 
"Few women can afford the luxury of ig
norance." Most women will have to take 
care of the details themselves. In the case 
of a wife, she should have some long, un
interrupted discussions with her husband 
about this. Communication is vital. 

The husband and wife should discuss 
financial assets and liabilities. A good 
suggestion is to make a list including de
tails on mortgages and loans and payment 
due dates. Also included should be location 
and current status of checking and savings 
accounts (whether joint or individual) and 
where records of each are kept. A woman 
should check with the bank concerning 
their policy of freezing assets when an 
account-holder dies. Some banks wiJI free 
the assets if the proper form has previ
ously been fiiied out and signed. If she 
doesn't already know how, a woman should 
definitely learn how to properly write a 
check and how to balance the checkbook. 
The couple should be sure to set up a filing 
system for old checks and income tax re
turns and other important fhiancial 
papers. 

The list should also include amount and 
due date of taxes. A woman should know 
who she is responsible to pay taxes to. 
There should also be a listing of stocks and 
bonds and trust assets or the name of a 
person who handles those things for the 
family (stock broker or investment agent). 
Another important item on the list should 
be insurance policy data. It should include 
names of the companies and their ad
dresses, the agents' names and phone num
bers, and the policy numbers and due 
dates. This would perhaps be a good time 
to reevaluate the couple's insurance cover
age, especially if they have young children. 

Informatio~ on the family's charge ac
counts should be on the list. Enumerated 
should be the names of the establishments 
where the family has credit, the account 
numbers, and payment schedules. 

A woman should become familiar with 
the family budget for living expenses. This 
is the part most women are already very 
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well acquainted with. This would include 
food, clothing, utilities, telephone, etc. If 
the family does not have a written budget, 
this would be a good time to start one, if 
only for comparison and reference pur
poses later on. 

The couple also needs to make a list of 
services necessary to a household. The wife 
should know the names and phone num
bers of reliable repairmen (electrician, 
plumber, carpenter) in case she needs 
them. A notation should be made of when 
the trash is collected and who delivers 
the newspaper. A woman also must be 
aware of who services what-refrigerator, 
stove, T.V.; washing machine, dryer, car, 
and home air conditioning and heating. 

Whether a woman is left alone because 
of divorce or death of her husband, these 
are important items she would need to 
know in establishing herself as head of the 
household. A single woman would also need 
to know much of the same. She might want 
to ask the advice of her father or another 
person experienced in financial matters 
before setting up her household. She 
should be especially careful to keep ac
curate records for future use. 

As important as the discussion of fi
nancial assets and liabilities is the discus
sion of personal matters between husband 
and wife. A husband should make clear his 
funeral and burial preferences, if he has 
them. They should be specific-preacher, 
songs, and burial place. The couple should 
think of expenses, perhaps investing in a 
special burial policy. According to a re
port on the National Cemetery Act of 
1973, the average cost of a conventional 
funeral and burial was $1,907. The cost 
continues to climb. 

Another important decision to be made 
is concerning a will. This is vital, as a 
study of life insurance companies showed 
that even today 70% of all husbands die 
without wills. The will should be drawn up 
by someone thoroughly familiar with 
taxes, inheritance laws, and federal and 
state. regulations. Often, handwritten 
"homedrawn" wiJls are not honored. Ideal 
ly, both husband and wife shoul"d have one. 
The wills should designate a guardian for 
minor chidlren, in the event of death of 
both parents. Permission should always be 
obtained before naming a guardian. The 
will should be amended as events in the 
couple's life change. Having a family at
torney is a good idea. Friends or bank of
ficers may be sources for recommenda
tions. The wills should preferably be kept 
at home where they can be reached easily, 
but in a safe spot, perhaps a metal box 
that seals tightly. Although a safe deposit 
box is a popular place to keep a will, in 
many states, they are temporarily sealed 
when the bank learns of a man's death. 
Also to be included in a safe place along 
with the wills should be birth certificates, 
death certificates, marriage certificate, 
contracts, insurance papers, deeds, natu
ralization and adoption papers, and other 
important papers. Although )laving a will 

drafted is a time consuming and ex
pensive process, it becomes a blessing to a 
woman at the time of her husband's death. 

A woman should be very familiar with 
her husband's occupational data. She 
should know the company and exact de
partment where he works and his im
mediate supervisor and the phone number. 
It is also necessary to know his Social 
Security number. Social Security officials 
say that hundreds of widows who apply 
for benefits do not know where their hus
band was last employed or his Social Se
curity number. A woman should be aware 
of the benefits available to her under 
Social Security, especially if she has 
young children or if her husband was em
ployed in railroad or civil service work. 

Many companies offer survivor benefits 
under pension plans. A woman should in
vestigate to find out what the benefits are. 
She can get an employee guide or talk to 
the office personnel. Some organizations 
pay a lump sum death benefit; others re
imburse for unused sick time. At the time 
of a man's death, the most important thing 
is for the wife to notify the employer as 
soon as possible. This will help the com
pany in compensating for his loss and will 
help the widow in receiving more promptly 
the financial benefits she will so desper
ately need. 

Women should also be aware of Veter
an's benefits. The widow and dependent 
children of a veteran may be entitled to a 
pension. The Veteran's Administration will 
grant up to $250 for burial expenses and 
supply and ship a headstone without 
charge. When death occurs in a V.A. hos
pital, the government may also pay to 
transport the body to a burial place, and if 
it is a national cemetery, will provide a 
gravesite and pay burial costs. Knowing 
these things will help a woman know who 
to contact for financial assistance. 

Finally, in preparing to head a house
hold, a woman should give some serious 
thought to what her life would be like as a 
"woman alone." Nothing can replace the 
special place of a husband in a woman's 
life, but it is good to have an outlet for 
personal interest and growth outside of the 
realm of husband and children. A woman 
can develop a hobby or perhaps join a 
club or organization of people who share 
her interests. She should also evaluate her 
occupational status. She must decide if her 
training in a specific field is adequate to 
support her family~ or whether she needs to 
continue her education and training now in 
order to be prepared. A woman is never too 
old to learn if the need arises and she has 
a strong enough desire. Young, single 
women especially need to take advantage 
of their situation and prepare for a good, 
stable occupation. In addition, women need 
to learn to be more independent. Tasks 
such as driving a car, using the self
service gas pumps, riding city bus, and 
reading road maps are things every woman 
should learn before she is left alone. 

Of course, we would never advocate any 
way but God's way-one woman for one 
man for life, the woman being in submis-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Early Biblical Interpretation (2) 
STEPHEN E. BROYLES 

By the first century A. D. the synagogue was well estab
lished in both Palestinian and Diaspora Judaism. Its purpose, 
according to a Greek inscription from a first-century Jerusalem 
synagogue, was "for the reading of the Law and for the 
teaching of the commandments and ... as an inn for those who 
are in need when coming from abroad." Josephus says that 
Moses left no pretext for ignorance of Torah, for "he appointed 
the Law to be the most excellent and necessary form of 'in
struction, ordaining . . . that every week men should desert 
their other occupations and assemble to listen to the Law and 
to obtain a thorough and accurate knowledge of it" (Against 
Apion 2. 175). Josephus refers of course to the reading of 
Torah in the synagogue. 

When the Scriptures were read in synagogue, it was usual 
(at least since the first Christian century, and probably even 
before) to accompany the reading with an oral targum, or trans
lation into Aramaic, for the benefit of those people who did 
not know Hebrew well. But the targu.m was more than a 
translation: it was also an interpretation which elaborated 
upon the text in three ways. (1) It filled out an otherwise 
undetailed narrative; (2) it avoided anthropomorphism; and 
(3) in general it made the text relevant to contemporary re
ligious beliefs. In the written Targurns which have survived 
we can observe this interpretation in action. 

Filling out the narrative. Genesis 18:1 tells us that Abraham 
"sat in the tent door in the heat of the day"; the Targum of 
Pseudo-Jonathan explains that "he was ill from the pain of 
circumcision" which he had undergone in 17:23-27. When 
Abraham departed to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22:3), the text 
says he "took two of his young men with him," and also wood 
for the sacrifice: Pseudo-Jonathan tells us the two were 
Eliezer and Ishmael, and that the wood was olive, fig, and palm. 
When Abraham carne to the place of sacrifice, he built an 
altar (Genesis 22:9): in Pseudo-Jonathan we learn that this 
altar occupied the very spot where Adam had once built an 
altar; that altar had been destroyed in the flood, then rebuilt 
by Noah, and then destroyed again in the days when the earth 
was divided (Genesis 10.25). 

Sometime quite extensive additions can· be found. In the story 
of Cain and Abel the Hebrew text says, "And Cain talked with 
Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and slew 
him" (Genesis 4:8). As the rabbis reflected upon the text, they 
began to wonder what Cain said when he talked with Abel 
that ended in a murder. The biblical text does not say. But 
Pseudo-Jonathan inserts a lengthy conversation between the 
two brothers. Cain argues that "there is no judgment and no 
judge and no world hereafter; there is no good reward to be 
given to the righteous, nor any account to be taken of the 
wicked." Abel argues just the other way, and because they 
cannot agree, Cain rises up against Abel his brother and 
drives a stone into his forehead and kills him. 

A voiding anthropomorphism. Anthropomorphism is the at
tribution of human characteristics or behavior to God. The 
Targums generally avoid this. The text of Genesis 5:22 says 

that Enoch walked with God; to remove the suggestion that 
God walked, too, as if he were a man, Targum Onkelos reads: 
"Enoch walked in the fear of the Lord." The text of the flood 
narrative says that after all the beasts had gone into the ark 
to Noah, "the Lord shut him in" (Genesis 7:16); to remove 
the impression that the Lord actually closed the door of the ark 
with his hand, the Fragment Targum has: "And the word of the 
Lord was merciful upon him," and Pseudo-Jonathan: "And the 
word of the Lord covered over the door of the ark before 
his face." Anthropomorphism is also eliminated in the case of 
the three men who visited Abraham--or, as Pseudo-Jonathan has 
it, three angels in the form of men. When food is put before 
them, the text says that "they did eat" (Genesis -8:8). In Pseudo
Jonathan this becomes, "and it appeared to them as if they 
did eat." 

Making the tea;t relevant to contemporary religious beliefs. 
The well-known rabbinic explanation for evil is that man was 
created with two inclinations, an evil inclination (yetzer rae) 
and a good inclination (yetzer tov). Good midrashic interpreta
tion found this doctrine in Genesis 2:7: "And the Lord God 
formed (wa11yitzer) man." Since the verb can just as easily be 
spelled with one y, wayitzer, the double y must show that God 

· created two yetzers, one good, one evil (Babylonian Talmud 
Berakoth 61a). The Targum of Pseudo-Jonathan makes Genesis 
2:7 reflect this good rabbinic teaching by translating: "And the 
Lord God created man with two inclinations." 

Oscar Cullman gives an example of how far Targum was 
prepared to go to uphold rabbinic beliefs. The rabbis believed 
that suffering was incompatible with the mission of the Messiah, 
and yet the author of the Targum of Isaiah (c. 3rd century A. D.) 
believed that the Servant Song in chapter 53 had reference 
to the Messiah. To bring his translation into line with rabbinic 
teaching, he had to eliminate every reference to the suffering 
of the servant. "Whereas the text says that ebed Yahweh (the 
servant of the Lord) is despised, the Rabbi makes it say that we 
are despised, whereas the text says that we hide our faces 
before him because we despise him, the Rabbi interprets it 
to say that God has turned his face from us." (The Christology 
of the New Testament (1963), p. 60). The Targum continues 
in this fashion, turning each reference to the suffering of the 
servant into its opposite, to bring the text into conformity with 
settled belief. 

Although the way of handling Scripture which we read in the 
Targums is far different from present-day methods of inter4 

pretation followed by Christians as well as Jews, we can yet 
recognize in it certain common human qualities: curiosity to 
know more than the text tells, the concentrated and close at -
tention given to the text (two y's, not one!), the desire to 
elucidate the meaning of the text so that no one falls into 
error (God had no hands and feet: he is not a man), and a 
keen sensitivity to irony that can suggest that the first murder 
followed the first theological argument--and that argument 
was over the Justice of God. 

International Bible College, Florence, Alabama 
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Are the Lost Really Lost? 
.J. J. TURNER 

A speaker to a group of young people 
chaiienged them to share the gospel with 
their friends. He made a very strong point 
about them being lost without obeying 
Christ and . the gospel. A student raised 
his hand and asked, "What's so bad about 
that, after ail?" In a day of affluence, 
comfortable homes, leisuretime, money, 
health care, etc., why should a person be 
intersted in trusting Christ for anything, 
or why should he deny himself? He (man) 
already seems to have it all. Modern man 
seems to be everything but lost. This kind 
of thinking is making inroads into the 
churches. It is taking the urgency out of 
the Great Commission. 

The church's mission of evangelizing the 
world is suffering great harm because 
Satan has caused us to lose sight of the 
fact that persons out of Christ are lost. 
The word lost only upsets some people 
when it describes what happened to their 
favorite team over the weekend. It is high 
time that we return to the Bible's emphasis 
on the terribleness of what is involved 
when a person dies lost. 

As a general rule we equate being lost 
with being poor and suffering hardship. 
Most of the people we know aren't suffer
ing misery or oppression. To coin a modern 
expression, "They have so much going for 
them." They don't seem to be intersted in 
being saved from the terrors of this life 
(world). They have it all: houses, money, 
education, jobs, respect, etc. In light of 
this, the idea that people are lost and 
condemned outside of Christ doesn't seem 
to fit. When we think of lost persons we 
think of jungle people, prostitutes, dere
licts, the desperate, ghetto inhabitants, the 
guilt-ridden, and the hopeless as the per
sons who really need help and saving. Our 
technological age convinces us that few, if 
any, persons are really lost. 

Many times when we see an affluent 
person we only think of him in terms of 
what an asset he would be to the church. 
We aren't real sure if we have anything 
to offer him, but we know he can offer us 
something. This is not biblical thinking. 
Our mission is not to view worldlings as 
winsome persons who would make fine 
church members. They must be viewed 
as lost-damned-doomed-without Christ. 
The Bible doesn't pull any punches when it 
comes to describing the condition of an ac
countable person who is not in Christ (i.e., 
saved). 

1. He is separated from God (Isa. 59: 
1, 2). 

2. He is dead in his trespasses and sins 
(Eph. 2:1). 

3. He has no hope (Eph. 2:12). 
4. His wages is death (Rom. 6:23). 
5. He can't go and be with Christ (John 

8:21-28; Rev. 22:14 KJV). 
6. He is short of the glory of God (Rom. 

3.23). 
7. He doesn't have eternal salvation 

Heb. 5:8, 9). 
God's word tells us there is a hell, an 

eternal separation from God, and that 
human beings who reject Christ suffer this 

(Continued on page 12) 
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It's Time To Go Through Samaria I BENJAMIN J. BARR 

Samaria is centrally located between 
Galilee and Judaea. "He left Judaea, and 
departed again into Galilee. And ke must 
needs go through Samaria." (Jn. 4:3, 4). 
Jesus dared to go through the forbidden · 
province of Palestine. For years, no devout 
Jew would consider such a route. Yet, this 
was the nearest way to Galilee. To avoid 
coming in contact with the Samaritans, the 
Jews would cross the Jordan, come up the 
east side of the river, cross the river again 
and enter Galilee. This course was twice 
as long. 

Why go to all this trouble to avoid Sa
maria? About 720 B.C., the Assyrians in
vaded the northern Kingdom of Samaria. 
The people were captured and subjected 
to their rule. The religious leaders and af
fluent members of their society were car
ried off into . a foreign land. The re
mainder of the people were made to dwell 
in the newly acquired territory along with 
refugees deported there. Inevitably, the 
people mingled among those who remained 
and began to intermarry. By Jewish stan
dards, this was an unforgiveable sin. They 
lost their racial and religious purity. 

Regardlesss of these traditional feelings 
and prejudices, Jesus saw the need of 
going through Samaria. He taught them of 
their need for "living water." He chal
lenged tradition nearly 2,000 years ago. 
As disciples of Christ, we too must change 
the course of tradition. Our commission 
says go, not just in favorable areas. We 
can no longer regard the varied reasons 
for failure to evangelize these areas as in 
the past. The time has come for us to 
"go through Samaria." 

There are still many Samarias in 
America today, hundreds of areas where 
the pure Gospel has not been preached. 
There are also many small, struggling 

congregations that need i ministers and 
strengthening. The southern and eastern 
United States is full of them. There are 
thousands of people here who have never 
heard of the Lord's Church. One such mis
sion field that I am personaily familia~ 
with is South Carolina. The harvest is 
plentious, but laborers are few. We can no 
longer bypass this Samaria. 

South Carolina has 46 counties, the ma
jority of which have no congregation of the 
Lord among the Black populace. I am pres
ently located in Sumter County, a central 
area of the state. In this general area, 
within a radius of 50 miles, there are ap
proximately % million Blacks without 
Christ. Nearby Orangeburg County has 
about 50,000 Blacks with 4 colleges and no 
workers for the Lord among them. Of the 
46 counties, 37 have no church. 

All souls are important, but being who 
I am, I am doubly concerned about evan
gelizing these areas. Having a campus 
ministry on the college campuses will give 
us access to unlimited communities 
through South Carolina. Reaching these 
young minds now is our key to strong 
churches today and tomorrow. 

This appeal, brethren, comes from a 
heart of love and concern for lost souls. 
We Need Help In Going Through Sa
maria! I The time is right. The people are 
becoming learned and dissatisfied with de
nominationalism. The longer we procras
tinate, the more difficult it will be to get 
these souls out of sin and darknes. 

The good news is: They can be reached 
with your help. Christ was not deterred 
from going through Samaria. We cannot 
let this harvest of fruit perish. 

For more information, contact: 1786 
Kolb Road, Sumter, SC 29150, 1-803-481-
3631. 

Love: The Basic Motivation for Christian Health Care Ministries 
REES BRYANT 

Ron and Edith Seaton wrote, "It is 
deceptively simplistic to try to draw up a 
design for perfecting any community or 
society without taking into account gross 
differences between cultures and constant 
problems caused by egocentric human 
nature. In fact, if mankind could become 
transformed-converted-into people who 
really cared about each other, it might 
not be necesary to design such programs 
at all." 

I am impressed with the frequency with 
which I read such statements. Whether 
writers approach human problems from 
the perspective of anthropology, psycholo
gy, sociology, health care, education, law, 
or development in general, it seems that 
they finally conclude that the most im
portant thing is for people to "really care 
about each other." Conversely, whatever 
educational, political, medical, legal, psy
chological, sociological or even religious 
scheme men devise to help humanity seems 
to fail-over and over again-because of 
one stubborn reality: "egocentric human 
nature." 

The remedy is agape love. According to 
Paul in I Corinthians 13, love is the "that 
·without which nothing of Christianity." 
Without love, tongues, miracle-working 
faith, great benevolence, or even giving 
one's body to be burned is nothing. Like
wise, love can conquer the pride of "ego
ceJttric human nature." Such love is a fruit 
of the spirit. It comes, therefore, from God 
himself. 

These insights concerning agape love 
are very important for Christian health 
care workers. We might paraphrase Paul 
in this manner: "If I learn 10 foreign 
languages, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of healing and can 
fathom all medical mysteries and health
care knowledge, and if I have faith to es
tablish hospitals, clinics and village minis
tries, but have not love, I am nothing. If 
I give all my surgical skill, my nursing 
competence or my administrative wisdom 
and if I surrender my life to live and die 
and my body is buried in foreign soil, but 
have not love, I gain nothing." 
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God's Wonderful Word (1) 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

There are many reasons why God would send a message to us, 
have it recorded so that we might read it, meditate upon it, and 
store it in our hearts. We are his creatures, made in his image, 
so he loves us and has great concern for our welfare. Next, 
he wants us to live a useful life and he knows that man is 
not wise enough to direct his own steps into the ways of 
righteousness. So he has given man instructions as to how 
to live a useful life and bring glory and honor to his creator. 
In the third place God has sent us his message to prepare us 
for judgment. God would have been extremely unjust if he had 
withheld a knowledge of his will from man and then bring him 
into judgment to give an answer for not living in a mannet• 
pleasing to God. 

It is our purpose in this lesson to examine some of the 
Psalms to see what is said about the wonderful word of God. 
There are several different terms used with reference to that 
wonderful word which are of interest. Then we will notice what 
is said of the value of that wonderful word. 

In Psalm 19:7 it is called the "law of Jehovah." Law implies 
the giver of law and the authority to demand obedience of others. 
So there is one who is greater than man with authority to 
direct the steps of man; and that one has given man a law by 
which to live in such a way as will bring him eternal happiness. 
This law is said to be perfect for the purpose for which it is 
given. And that purpose is said to be for the restoring of the 
soul. Man needs to be restored from· ignorance to knowledge. 
from sin to righteousness, from impurity to purity. 

Next, in this same verse God's wonderful word is called the 
"testimony of Jehovah." In Ex. 25:16 the law given on Sinai 
is called the testimony of God. This testimony is said to be 
sure. This means that it is reliable, dependable, trustworthy; it 
will not fail; it is not to be questioned, disputed by man. 

Next, i:ri verse 8 of this Psalm God's wonderful word is 
called the "precepts of Jehovah." A precept is a rule of action; 
a rule of moral conduct. So God wants our moral conduct 
to be above reproach. It is said that the precept of Jehovah 
rejoices the heart. That is not the case with many people; it is 
true only of the godly people whose desire is to honor and 
glorify God. To the wicked who love to indulge in immorality 
the precepts of Jehovah bring anything but rejoicing. 

And in this same verse God's word is called the "command
ment of Jehovah." Here again the authority of Jehovah is 
implied. It is said to be pure. There is nothing in it which leads 
to or encourages impurity in man's life in thought, word, or 
deed. It is also said that God's commandment enlightens our 
eyes. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path" (Psa. 119:105). 

And in verse 9 God's wonderful word is said to be the "or
dinances of Jehovah." An ordinance is "a direction or command 
of an authoritative nature. . . . An established religious rite" 
(Webster). Here again we are reminded that God has authority 
to rule over man and that his rule is exercised through his 
message to us. For this reason we are obligated to study his 
word, lay it up in our heart, that we may live according to its 
direction. These ordinances are said to be true and righteous. 
They are true because they proceed from him who is Truth, 
and in him there can be nothing false. They are said to be 

righteous because they are given by him who is our righteous
ness. "Righteous art thou, 0 Jehovah, and upright are thy 
judgments. Thou hast commanded thy testimonies in righteous
ness and very faithfulness" (Psa. 119:137, 138). 

What is said of the value of God's wonderful, word? First, 
it is worth more than gold, yea, much fine gold (v. 10); worth 
more than thousands of gold and silver (Psa. 119:72). Reader, 
do you spend more time and effort gaining gold and silver 
than you do reading and meditating on God's wonderful word? 
Which is worth more to you? Gold and Silver can give you 
earthly comforts and pleasures, but God's word can give you 
eternal joy and happiness in the presence of God and the 
redeemed of all the ages. It is true that we cannot live in this 
world without money, but it is also true that we cannot live 
in peace in the next world without accepting and living by 
the word of God. 

Next the wonderful word of God is the source of warning 
and great reward (v. 11). Because of the lack of the power to 
look into the future we need warning of the dangers that lie 
ahead. God's word warns us to beware of the pleasures of this 
world, of the deceitfulness of riches, of keeping the company 
of the ungodly, and all the things that can rob us of the great 
reward promised to them that keep his commandments. The 
fool has said in his heart that there is no God; the fool is one 
who hears the word of God and refuses, or neglects, to obey it; 
the fool is one who lays up treasures in this world and is not 
rich toward God by laying up his treasures in heaven where 
neither rust nor moth corrupt, nor thieves can steal. 

Next, those who learn and obey God's wonderful word have 
nothing of which to be ashamed. "Oh that my ways were 
established to observe thy statutes! Then I shall not be put to 
shame, when I have respect to all thy commandments" (Psa. 
119:5, 6). (1) When we walk in God's ways we will do 
nothing shameful. (2) The one who can never be put to shame 
is the one who respects ALL God's commandments. One might 
keep some of God's commandments, refuse, or neglect, to keep 
others and still be put to shame. So it behooves us to render 
complete obedience, even though we may not be capable of 
perfect obedience. 

Next, the value of God's wonderful word is seen in that by 
taking heed unto it a young person may cleanse his ways 
(Psa. 119:9). The P.salmist realized that young people without 
knowledge and experience may be led into unclean habits of 
life. But, he says, there is hope. If that young person will take 
heed to God's word all his sin and impurity can be cleansed, 
and he can be made fit for service here, for the fellowship 
of God and his people both here and in heaven. 

Next, God's wonderful word is to be laid up in the heart 
that we may not sin against him (Psa. 119:11). There are cer
tain diseases which weaken the physical body, and may even 
bring physical death. But there are medicines which if injected 
into the body make the physical body immune to these 
diseases. One reason Jesus was immune to sin was the fact 
that he had the word of God laid up in his heart so that when he 
was tempted he could say, "It is written." 

Another reason God's word is wonderful is that it gives 
comfort when we need it. "I have remembered thine ordinances 
of old, 0 Jehovah, and have comforted myself" (Psa. 119:52). 
And Paul exhorts us to comfort one another with his words 
(1 Tbess. 4:18). 

There are many other values of God's wonderful word, but 
we close with the fact that it makes us wise. "Thy command
ments make me wiser than mine enemies . . . I have more 
understanding than all my teachers; for thy testimonies are my 
meditation! 

2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO. 80227 
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BRAZILIAN IN REACH HAS 
CAPTIVE AUDIE~CE 

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil-Salvador 
Lopes, a military police captain, had long 
searched for an authentic Biblical church. 
Having heard of a group whose goal it was 
to restore New Testament Christianity, he 
visited the Church at Acacias here in Belo 
H orizonte. · Shortly later he and his wife 
put on Christ in baptism. 

spirit of James 2:14-26. H e hasn't yet dis
covered that a Christian can "get by" with 
token service to his Lord and we pray that 
he never will. He recently observed, "A 
faith t hat doesn' t function in the barracks, 
as well as in the church, is no faith at all ." 
-Glover Shipp 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

" Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

But this isn't the end of Salvador's 
story. He soon began to investigate the 
work of the church in the light of New 
Testament doctrine, saying: "Look, broth
ers, Jesus tells us that we should do more 
than just believe. W e should be m inister
ing to the spiritually ignorant, the sick 
and t he imprisoned." Backing up his ob
servations with action, in a few weeks' 
time he had received permission for the 
church to conduct preaching services at a 
federal prison. Soon he and a group of 
Acacias members were driving each week 
to the penitentiary. 

Since that first evangelistic "inreach" 
at the penitentiary seven prisoners have 
been conver ted, with some twenty other in
mates studying the Word and even mem
bers of their families now participating. 
In order to facilitate baptisms, the chief 
warden ordered construction of a baptistry 
on the grounds, with the last three im
mersions taking place in it. 

r·--- -- -- -----~~;~~~it-::~~:~---·-~ 
Reversible or attached. 

In addition to this blossoming effort, 
Salvado1· is preparing a team of young 
people fo r a campaign in his hometown 
in the neighboring state of Bahia. Ov
viously, Salvador's new faith works in the 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

7.95 

Harding Lectures 

1980 

Finn Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send -----------·--- copies of Ha1·ding Lectu1·es, 
1980 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas r esidents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name _ _ __ _ _ _ 

Address -------------·-----------------

City ___________________ State __________________ Zi P-----
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Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-1>203 
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RAY VAUGHN 
On a crisp fall day as pure as the prin

ciples he lived his life for, Ray Vaughn, 
beloved coach, friend and mentor to many, 
was eulogized at College Church adjoining 
the Oklahoma Christian College campus 

MISSIONS-Our Work Through 
Other Eyes 

(Continued from page 3) 
tiona} control that we must exercise more 
care in these matters." 

"No one person or single congregation 
represents the American church. We must, 
however, try to convey our concern to our 
brothers in the US!\. Let us determine that 
in the grace of the Lord we will not re
peat past mistakes." 

"Our churches are of a 'restoration 
movement' which is to say that churches 
are not completed yet. We must go ahead. 
The so-called 'church of-ChristiSM' is not 
~lwa~s of America. The tendency to legal
Ism ts present even among us Japanese 
when we preach the gospel. The same is 
true regarding liberalism. Syncretism and 
!ftaterialism are always with us. Apathy 
is another problem for the church i~ 
every age and nation. We can not blame 
one another for we all need the grace of 
G~d. ~hankfully, we are assured that he 
sttll gtves-to Americans as well as to 
J apanese-'grace upon grace.' In that 
power we tum from the past to face the 
future in his name and for his glory." 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA. 95678 

PREPARING FOR HEADING A 
HOUSEHOLD ALONE 

. (Continued from page 6) 
ston to her own husband in everything 
(Eph. 5:22). But many women will have 
to face being "women alone." There is no 
way ~o handle it gracefully if unprepared. 
But If women are prepared and it never 
hap~ens, t~ey are not hurt, and in fact are 
provtded with valuable peace of mind. And 
there is a dividend in this for the husbands 
too-a peace of mind for them that comes 
by knowing that their wives are ready for 
whatever lies ahead. 
103 S. Strauss, Waco, TX 76706 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Ch1·istian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/94 7-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
P' •'fr o!!eied only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 

and buried nearby at Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 

Vaughn died September 14 after a year 
long battle with cancer. He was 63. 

Funeral services on September 17 were 
conducted by Raymond Kelcy, chairman of 
the OCC Bible department, Morris Thur
man, minister of the College Church and 
Phil Watson, long-time business associate 
of Vaughn's. 

"When the history of OCC is written, 
few people will deserve a more prominent 
place than Ray Vaughn," wrote Dr. Staf
ford North, executive vice-president, in a 
statement to the faculty and staff. "Dur
ing the 22 years he served as OCC's ath
letic director and coach of various sports, 
the athletic department of the college was 
a major contributor to the great progress 
and success which OCC has enjoyed." 

During his long career at OCC, Vaughn 
coached 56 NAIA AU-America trackmen, 
was named to the NAIA Track and Field 
Hall of Fame and served in almost every 
capacity-athletic director, track coach, 
basketball coach, and physical education 
instructor. 

"He was both directly and indirectly re
sponsible for many lives being converted 

COME WITH US 
For 

· Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
' 

December 22, 1980 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1360 
Send for Brochure 

to Christ. His spiritual influenee was the 
most important thing in his life, and he re
mained an example of a person with great 
faith right to the end." 

Vaughn is survived by his wife Sue, 
son Raymond L. Vaughn, Jr., of Edmond, 
daughter Lynn Vaughn Brown, of Shaw
nee, and three grandchildren. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Christian con· 
tacta on Military lnstalfatlona worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as thoy have helped with the 
spiritual and phytSical needs of thousands of others during 
the past four years. This service Ia free! 

Send their namo, complete address, phone and military 
~~~lallation, If known, along with your name and address 

AMEN 

~ 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~ ~1H~~;~~R~t 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

American Military Evangelizing Nations 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE Of A CHILD 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preac.hing 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - . Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7716 
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ARE THE LOST REALLY LOST? 

(Cont inued from page 8) 
hell. Christians who refuse to share the 
gospel of Christ are either unconvinced of 
hell's reality or they :u·e callous and un
thinking, and above all without love. The 
lost are really lost. It doesn't matter how 
much of this world's goods they may have . 
Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?" 

The challenge before us is to develop 
eyes that see beyond what a person is 
wearing, or where a person is living. We 
must see souls that are created in the 
image of God. We must see men and women 
who need Jesus more than they need a hot 
meal or ariother dollar in their pocket. We 
must see them as REALLY lost if t hey are 
outside of Christ. They must be seen not 
in terms of what they can do for the 
church, but, rather, in terms of what 
Christ can do for them. Our task is to 
preach t he gospel to every creature; not 
because they are good people, but because 
they are lost. They need salvation; not be
cause they have savings, but because they 
have precious souls. They need the gospel 
NOW! 

MARTIN TO RETURN TO 
NORTHAMPTON, ENGLAND IN 1981 
George W. Martin, Jr., a member of the 

Hoffman Heights congregation in Den
ver, is making plans to return in January 
of next year to work in Northampton, 
England. 

He will join the two evangelists in 
Northampton, Ralph Williams and Mike 
Green. 

The elders of the Hoffman Heights con
gregation have agreed Lo help Mart in as 
much as possible. He will also need help 
from brethren and friends. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
AND INVESTMENTS 

A Christian businessman with eight years of 
experience in international trade is currently 
looking for work with an organization having 
or willing to expand its operations into foreign 
markets. He is a dedicated Christian and 
would give .priority to companies emphasizing 
high ethical and professional standards. He is 
married to an American. They have no chil· 
dren and are willing to relocate in the United 
States or elsewhere. Write for a complete 
resume and highly qualified references to: 
M. R. Zuccolo, Box 759 Sta. A, Harding Uni· 
versity, Searcy, AR 72143. 

Those who would like to make a .dona
tion please make checks payable to Hoff
man Height s Church of Christ, and mail 
to Hoffman Heights Church of Christ, 802 
Quari Court, Aurora, CO 80011. 

r---~---·-·----- ......... , 
~ PEWS •.. New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions- Pew Refinishing ~ 
[ Write or call for free estimate. ~ 

l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
l JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 

'-----~~~~-~7~~---~ 

WANTED 
Minister - Laure l, Mississippi 

Church of Christ 
Age 35-50 - Married 

Mature individual wi th proven 
leadership, experienced, references 

required. 
Salary negotiable 

Congregation approximately 120 in 
community of 25,000 people . 

Write to: 
Laurel Church of Christ 

2830 Audubon Drive 
Laurel, Mississippi 39440 

ATIN: Preach Search 

FULL COLOR SLIDES 

THE BOOK OF ACTS DRAMATIZED 
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Complete Book of Acts photographed in living color! 
Produced by Jule L. Miller Texas H. Stevens, Director and Editor 

Gospel Services, Inc., new and exclusive production. 

Actual full color photographs of the events in the Book of Acts . Almost total verse 
by verse coverage. All conversions covered in detail, including baptismal scenes. 
Authentic first century costumes and sets. Hundreds oflive models used. Each of the 
four volumes is packed in a beautiful book-type box with a hinged cover containing 
over 400 sl ides. Index keys each slide to Bible text. No script or recording needed. 

Separate Volumes 

No. 707A Volume I (Acts 1:1-9:19 I 416 Slides) ....................... .. .......... $89.50 

No. 707B Volume II (Acts 9:20-15:3 I 428 Slides) .................... . ....... . .... $92.00 

No. 707C Volume Ill (Acts 15:4-22:30 I 433 Slides) ................................ S93.00 

No. 707D Volume IV (Acts 23: 1-28:31 I 457 Sbdc~) ... ............................. S98.00 

No. 707 The Book of Acts Dramatized in Color Slides 
Over 1734 slides in four book-type 
boxes . ........................... $269.95 

~;~~~:~~=:~~~;~;A~~~~ 

i 
$10.00 ~ 

Order entire four volumes of 1734 color slides for only r; 
$259.95 cash. Volumes I thru IV will be sent immediately ~ 
post~ge paid on this introductory offer. Paymant and this ~ 

(ti spec1al coupon must accompany order. !) 
ii®®~~<e;~~~®®®~®~®"~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 61 0 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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GROUND BROKEN FOR ENTERPRISE 
SQUARE, USA DIGNITARIES 

KEYNOTE CEREMONIES 

With colorful fanfare complete with 
military honors, ground was broken Oc
tober 14 for Enterprise Square, USA, on 
the Oklahoma Christian. College campus. 

The event which drew more than 1,000 
civic officials, special guests, sponsors, 
friends of the project and students, fea
tured U.S. Senator David L. Boren, former 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird, 
William F. Martin, chairman of the board 
of directors of Phillips Petroleum Com
pany with Dr. J. Terry Johnson, OCC 
president, serving as host. 

The $15 million project termed as a mile
stone for the nation will focus on eco
nomic education and is expected to reach 
almost 250,000 people each year. 

The pre-construction gala began with a 
luncheon attended by more than 700 people 
in the W. T. Payne Physical Education 
Building. Sen. Boren was the featured 
speaker for the· occasion. 

Following the luncheon, guests moved 
to the southeast sector of the campus for 
the official ground breaking. Patriotic 
selections were played by the OCC band 
and the colors were presented by .. a con
tingent from Tinker Air Force Base in 
Oklahoma City. 

Dr. Johnson provided a historic back
ground for the ceremony, outlining the 
concept of the project and introducing the 
benefactors and advisors who have worked 
hard to provide the understanding for the 
multimillion dollar complex. 

Others receiving special praise included 
Ralph Garvey, Garvey Enterprises, 
Eleanor Hamill, Mabee Petroleum, Texas 
Instruments, Conoco, Digital Equipment 
Corporation, The Williams Companies, 
Now lin Construction, Exxon, Leonard K. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·0~38 
STEEPLES • 

BAPTISTRIES 

Firestone, Getty Oil Company, Halibur
ton, Cities Service, -and Southwestern 
Roofing and Metal Co. 

Also honored were Charles Floyd, 
Western Electric Company, Hughes Con
struction, AT&T, J. B. Saunders, III, 
Carol Sutton, Quaker Oats, Justin Vogt, 
and the Leeway Motor Freight and 
Pepsico. 

The ground breaking ceremonies gave a 
hint of the excitement that will greet vis
itors to Enterprise Square, USA, upon its 
completion in 1982. As the ground was 
broken, the audience was thrilled by a fly
over of jet fighters from Tinker Air Force 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jhe ofo,.J ~ 
Own Church 

lg 
JJ.arveg ..A. C~ifJ,.e~~ 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-y-ear intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
11V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For fuvther 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

Base and a 21-gun salute as 1,500 red, 
white and blue helium filled balloons were 
released to fill the sky. Each balloon bore 
the Enterprise Square, USA, logotype and 
was imprinted with a free pass to the 
opening of the new center. 

Daniel Hamm, Box 623, Forest Park, 
30050. The church in Forest Park, Ga. 
announces the lOth Annual World Mis
sion Forum to be conducted November 6-9. 
"THE KING'S BUSINESS" is the theme 
to be discussed by: James Judd, Dan 
Jenkins, Adair Chapman, Elvis and Emily 
Huffard, Mike Peters, Howard Horton, 
Jerrie Barber and others. For more in
formation, call 404-366-3820. 

A Firm Foundation •ubacrlptlon makes a 
wonderful blrthda.y or anniversary glfL 

ernpLo(Yees 
O.f= 

cbaR.cbes q: cbRfst 
rnsaRance gRoap 

.~ ... .... 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT -PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . • . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • • • . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ...... $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . • . . . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 

13 [733] 



BOOKS .!Jn Review 
THE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC QUES
TION. Foy E. Wallace. FEW Publications. 
552p. $16.50 

There never was, and probably never 
will be a more definitive work on the in
strumental . music question. It combines 
the masterpieces of the ages in refutation 
of the Instrumental music position. This 
book is divided into five sections. The f irst 
contains the inimitable M. C. Kurfees' 
works, "Walking by Faith" and "Review 
of J ohn B. Cowden's Tract on Instru
mental Music in The Church," followed 
by Adam Clark's "Comments on Instru
mental Music. in the Old Testament," Don 
H. Morris' famous speech "Play on Miss 
Bertha" relating to the bringing in of 
instrumental music at Thorp Spring, and 
Moses E. Lard. 

The second section contains an out
line of debate notes on the use of instru
mental Music by F oy E. Wallace; the third 
details "Some Instrumental Music De
bates That Have Made History." Section 
four contains "A Review of 0 . E. P ayne's 
Book on "Psallo" by Kurfrees, and sec
tion five is a complete reprint of John 
Girardeau's Masterful work entitled "In
strumental Music in the Public Worship of 
the Church." Girardeau, Professor of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, a famed 
Presbyterian Seminary, wrote what has 
been called the "unanswerable Argument" 
on the instrumental music question. This 
book should be in every church library 
in the land. It should be at every preacher 
and elder's 1ight hand. Wallace has done a 
great work in bringing all this evidence 
together. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

FROM MY HEART TO YOURS. Maxie 
Boren. Privately published. 53 p., 
$1.50 .. 

An excellent gift item. Beautifully done. 
A sincere presentation of the simple gos
pel story that is designed to touch the 
heart of a friend. Prefaced with a message 
to a "'Dear Friend," the booklet deals with 
the reality of God, the authenticity of the 
Bible, the accountability of man, the real
ity of sin, the presence of a savior, the 
response we must make and the church 
such a response makes one a member of. 
This is followed by an excellent chapter 
on the fact that you can be a Chlistian 
only. 

REASON ENOUGH. Clark Pinnock. IVP 
126 p. $3.50. 
Like circles around a hull's eye the 

author introduces six distinct areas in 
which the battle between faith and hedon
ism rages, and cites good solid reasons 
for opting for faith 

When sending a book for review dn these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All booka r eviewed here may be purchased 
from the Fir m Foundation Publishing House. 
P lease add 70c for postage and handling on 

or dera of $5.00 or Jess; 8% on orders over $5.00. 
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Forrest and Kathy McDonald plan to 
enter the Lord's work in Paraguay, South 
America, April 1, 1981. They will leave 
the United States February 1, 1981 and 
attend the Spanish language school in 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala for 8 weeks 
before arriving to work in Asuncion, 
Paraguay. 

The McDonalds need a responsible elder
ship to oversee this work for a minimum 
of two years, although they welcome a 
longer commitment of 5 to 20 years. Other 
needs include : $600 monthly support; 
funds for t r ansportation; and equipment 
purchases. 

Forrest, a graduate of Abilene Christian 
University and Sunset School of Missions, 
preaches for the church in McDade, Te.xas. 
H e will come and speak to you about the 
need in Paraguay at a time convenient for 
you. 

J. P. "Jake" Coppinger, 416 North 
Lincoln, Santa Maria, CA. 93454 U .S.A. : 
August of this year proved to be the great
est soul winning experience of our lives 

Fifteen of us were in Ghana West Africa. 
For 25 days we met with and instructed 
World Bible School students in God's word. 
745 were baptized from the W.B.S. stu
dents, those we met on the s treets and the 
friends they brought to us. Thousands 
stood for hours on the streets as we 
preached night after night. They ques
tioned us as long as our strength would 
hold out. Native brethren translated for 
us, baptized our students and in many 
cases they took over when we could not 
handle questions because of the lack of 
knowledge of customs and new religions. 

One Pentecostal preacher after 2 years 
study through W.B.S. correspondence 
course, two sessions in person in 1979 and 
several hours this year was thoroughly 
converted to Christ and immediately went 
out to the people he formerly preached to 
and brought in 10 the next day to be added 
to the New Testament church through 
baptism. 

•• imperial 
' CHURCH FURNITURE 
~ 

Write or call collect (817) 756·5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F, Waco, Texas 76710 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Directol'--8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-6191 

0 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonttrd M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church o! Christ 1£»05 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
I'.M .. Wed. 7:0:1 P.M. 
---DENVER. CO::-L ..... O~RA.--=o-o-=---=-so-,22~8 

LA.KICWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINA,VA • .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls o! Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church o! Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's ca1>ital & hilltoric N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J,. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA:::-;:-;:-;.=..:.........,A.,..,N~C:::HORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DuhiiD Road 

Plea•antou. Callfol'1lla 941508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW-WORSH:iPON-ISLAND OF--KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO:R::Tc:::H=-::W::-E=.s=T=--c""'H=U:-:R:-:C::":H:--O=-F=-"::::c::H:-:R:=IS=T=,--=1-=51i=-:li:-::5-:-I5~th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM;;:O:-:N-:-:S~F=R=o-=M~s=-=u==N=s:::::E::T:--o-n--=970-m~in-u-:te-c-assette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. . 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R;::'E;::;L;-1;-;G:::I:-::O:-;U:-::S;--;:B::-:O:::-:O~K=s~BOUGH::T=.-=::w~a-yn-e-..,S:-:te-phens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801..;..'----::: 
Honterre7. MPxlcoa Ave. Fnudlcloue• 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for infonnation and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-577R. 
FOR SALE-48 17¥.! foot pews with red padded 
sPats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-8737 or (713) 481-1466.-=-==--=:--=: 
BREWER~MAINE-24lCen~st-::-V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
PREACHER NEEDED:-F\it(time, over40, some self
support required. Small congrel!'ation of 60 members. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, 
Buckeye, Arizona 85326. 
F.VAN~VJI,LE. IND •• 2205 E. Mo1'ar;nn Ave .. 
U.S. 460 En~~at Oppn~~altP K-Mart. Office 4'7'7-
52'71. BobbT Wade, Min. 4'70-40GO. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-ValleT Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want- ToBuf:Use((Reiigious Books. BOb-Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76589-512-932-8883. 
· Houseparents- Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. Phone 314 
888-5974 or 314 888-2475. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out write 
Church of Christ, 426 Central Ave., W. Hwy. 70, 
Safford, Arizona 85546. 
PULPIT VACANCY. -;R;:;-e-s7id-;-e-n-ce--p-ro-v-:i~d-ed":"'.--:s=-a-=l-ary
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
In rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape, Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 

SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8025 Ext. # 666 on 
how to obtain your Surplus Directory. 
VlJIUA, ARIZ., 051 w. 28th St. Sunday..:. 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 86938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
Blonde wood, 14 foot and 15 foot church pews with 
red cushion seats. Excellent condition. $160 per 
pew. Call (405) 321-0788 or write Alameda Church 
of Christ, 801 E. Alameda, Norman, OK 73071. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregation 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by Individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ. P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista. Colorado 81211. 
CHURCH BUSEs-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas, TX 
75216 (214) 371-6049. 
Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made, wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 406-643-2243 or write, The 
Church of Christ, P .0. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
FOR SA-LE: %" Panasonic NV 9200 Video Cassette 
Recorder: CT 911 VA Pnnasonic 19" TV/monitor; 
CG-832 Video Data Systems character generator. 
Church of Christ. Beardstown, IL 62618. Call: 217.-
323-2572. 
Preach:...:e:.:.r-=-:N=-ee-d-=-e-:d:-:--::Co:--n-g-re_g_a..,..tt"'' o-n--=-in-=B,...e 1::-:-le-vue, Ohio 
needs a full-time minister. No outside support neces
sary. Experience preferred, willing to do personal 
work. Send resume: Bellevue Church of Christ, 1070 
Castalia St., Bellevue, OH 44811. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lAJ inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 
USED RELIGIOUSBOO:::K:-::S~F=o=-R=-s=-A-:-cL;-E-=--;w;;-;ri;:-te---:-fo-r 
li~t. James Dudley, Box 556, Guntersville, Ala. 
35976. 
FOR SAI,E: Fully equipped photographic studio in 
Pittsfield. IL. Would like to sell to a Christian
the church needs you-husband and wife operation
a really good business-sacrificing because of health. 
You'll have to see it to appreciate it. 217-285-6973. 
The Albuquerque Christian-Children's Home is 
looking for a dedicated couple to employ as relief 
house parents. Contact AI Maxey, Superintendent, 
Rt. 3, Bx 3020A, A-lbuquerque, N.M. 87105 or call 
505-R98-5520. 
WANTED: MSW /BSW SOCIAL WORKER. Re
sponsibilities include: foster licensing, placement, 
and supervision : adoptive studies and supervision : 
and rasework with adolescent.~ in residential cnre. 
Must be eligible for licensing by the State of Kansas. 
Competitive snlnry and benefits. Cnll collect or 
write. Contact: Charles D. Rigsby, ACSW, Director 
of Social Services, Maude Carpenter Children's Home, 
1501 N. Meridian. Wichita, Knnsns 67203. E.O.F.. 
INVE~TiflATF.I TbP Firm Fnnnctnttnn 

triPIII tn .. c.-rPf'n advprtt~~atna:. and wt11 not 
knnwtnll'1Y tnkP qnf'llltlnnnblP nd,·•rtl~~atnr;r. 
Rut It 1111 the 1'endP1"'a rf'~~apnu~~alhlllb tn ln
VPRtla-atP. J,lkP nny nthf'r papP1'o WP anme
flmPIII nnwtttlnll'IT rau nn unworthy ad. 
A• tbP nld lllftTina: ar:o•.._ hPfo1'e 70n luv••t. 
lnvto~~atl~r:atf' I 

MISSION .SURVEY TRIP ENDS 
IN NEAR DISASTER 

Dennis Knight, his wife Diana and 
Claryce Arnold barely escaped with their 
lives while on a mission survey trip in 
Southern Ecuador. When returning from a 
visit to Loja, the bus in which they were 
riding tumbled off the steep mountain road 
and fell over three hundred feet down the 
side of the mountain. Dennis, Diana and 
Claryce were taken with the others to a 
near-by hospital in the town of Saraguro. 
There they received abundant sympathy 
but inadequate medical care. However, 
they are recovering slowly. 

They will be returning to Miami, Florida 
and wil need to undergo extensive medi
cal tests and perhaps even hospitaliza
tion. They are not financially fixed to take 
care of the costs ·they will incur. What 
money they had with them was stolen at 
the scene of the accident. All help can be 
sent to the CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRisr, 1500 First Avenue NW, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa 52403. 

----o---
HISTORY OF CAMP WYLDEWOOD 

TO BE WRITTEN 
We need your help! Those of you who 

have been campers, staff members, par
ents of campers, or affiliated with Camp 
Wyldewood in any way can be of great 
assistance to us as we make plans to write 
the history of Camp Wyldewood, 1948-
1978. We need any pictures, interesting 
stories, interesting events, and names of 
individuals or groups that stand out in 
your memories of Camp. We would appre
ciate any statements of what Camp Wylde
wood means to vou. Pictures will be re
produced and returned to you. We need 
these items before November 15, 1980 so 
that we can stay on a schedule for writing. 
Please send items to Camp Wyldewood, 
Searcy, AR 72143, Attn: Don Berryhill. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAl ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 11f2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 
COMMENTARY SERIES 

By James Burton Coffman 

I 

11 1: ,__ 

This set of commentaries has received 
numerous reviews expressed in superla
tives. It seems destined to be universally 
accepted as the finest commentary on the 
New Testament ever written by a mem
ber of the church. 

These commentaries have been hailed 
for the easy f lowing style of presenta
tion, like that of a good Bible class 
teacher, though they have been pre· 
pared with the thorough research of a 
scholar. Interspersed with comments 
from both time-tested works and modern 
thinkers, the author has carefully blend
ed in his own original ideas and interpre
tations to produce an outstanding work. 

The twelve volume set-all the work of 
one man-suffers not at all when com
pared with any of the time honored and 
universaUy accepted works of Adam 
Clark, Barnes and others. 

HEBREWS 

oo .......... ,... . -
Price $8.95 

per Volume 

The Firm Foundation New Testament Commentaries 

Vol. 1 
Vol. 2 
Vol. 3 
Vol. 4 
Vol. 5 
Vol. 6 
Vol. 7 
Vol. 8 

Vol. 9 

Vol. 10 
Vol. 11 

Vol. 12 

Commentary on Matthew 
Commentary on Mark 
Commentary on Luke 
Commentary on John 
Commentary on Acts 
Commentary on Romans 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Colinthians 
Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philip

pians, Colossians 
Commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Commentary on Hebrews 
Commentary on James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 

3 John, Jude 
Commentary on Revelation 

Add 50¢ for postage on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 8%. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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G EORGE AND A LI CE STEPHENSON H ONORED-On Saturday, October 
18, the West Erwin church in Tyl er, Texas, hosted an appreciation day fo r 
George and Alice Stephenson, marking fifty years for George as a gospel 
preacher-many of them with the West Erwin church. A g ift of $50,000 was 
given them on that day { $1 ,000 for each year Brother Stephenson has 
preached). A "This is Your Life" Program was tho highlight of tho cele
bration . Among preachers and former associates who a ttended wore those: 
Fr?nt Row, Left to Right: Trine Starnes, Waco; G eorge Stephenson, Tyler; 
Al1ce Stephenson, Tyle r and Burto n Coffman, Houston. Second Row, Loft 
to Right: Ray Lot+, Tyler; Foy Richey, Tyler; C. E. Caskey, Tyler ; Melvin 
Wise, Da llas. Third Row, Loft to Right: J ack Paul, Tyle r; Dubose Pipes, 
Wi.chita Falls; Lawre nce Green, Lubbock; John Stevens, Abilono; Roger 
Kmght, Tyler. To_p Row, Left to Right: Fe rman Car pe nte r, Tyl er; Hulon 
Jackson, Duncanv1llo; L. G . Lacy, Ft. Worth; Fabe r Cauthen, Tyler; Durwood 
Sanders, Longview. 

Austin, Texas, November 18, 1980 
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Deregulation 

A change is taking place in the average congregation. 
We can look for some revolutionary results. A whole 
new attitude is on the way. It could resurrect the spirit 
of evangelism in the church's sagging productivity. 
There is,· and will be, resistance to this new spirit but 
our prediction is that it will prevail. 

An it ought to, -because it is the spirit of personal 
involvement. More and more we are going to see a 
demand for de-regulation in the church. The protest 
against strong centralized control and growing regula
tions is not limited to isolated areas, and somebody's 
"philosophy." The protest against strong centralized 
control and governing regulations will continue to 
spread. We have come into the twentieth century. It ~s 
fully as important that the church be de-regulated as 1t 
is that the oil industry or the airlines be de-regulated. 
We make reference, of course, to the regulations im
posed by men and not to those imposed by the Lord 
and the Scriptures. Human attempts to regulate an
other's Christianiay are completely incompatible with 
the very spirit of Restoration. Human regulations have 
been noted through history as being stifling. 

The reproduction process, upon which the church de
pends for renewal and growth is on a dismal down
swing according to all those who claim they know. We 
may have turned the corner, however. As personal 
values in the kingdom become more recognized and the 
emphasis shifts from church government to personal 
satisfaction through the exercise of personal preroga
tive and personal responsibility we may see a brighter 
day. Most Christians do not want to be treated as pawns 
in someone else's chess game. Preachers, especially, 
resent the role. When Christians quit producing they 
beghl sabotage. How many times have we seen people 
destroy the work they had spent their lives to build up. 

Christians are no longer content with the traditional 
remedies served up by management. They want to be 
personally involved in the decision process, and in the 
accomplishing of worthy goals. What they want, like 
everyone else, is deep human satisfaction from their 
own efforts in the church. Having been denied that, 
they have become bench-warmers, or have quit entirely. 
They haven't lost their faith so much as they have lost 
their enthusiasm for a cause in which they were never 
vitally involved. 

We have gone through a period in which church lead
ership has not done much to involve the individual. The 
church of the future is going to be forced, we believe, to 
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give more attention to the mental and spiritual concerns 
of the individual. The human potential of the person in 
the pew is coming in for more consideration and that 
is good. We will learn some day that work is not done 
by members who are commanded or driven; it is done 
where freedom is the greatest, and where initiative is 
rewarded. Christians must be free to plan and to exe
cute their plans without having _to ask for permission to 
do so. And they must not be denied the credit for their 
labors. 

The congregation is not run from the top down; it is 
run from .the bottom up. Christians are designed by the 
very nature of their redemption to be self-motivating 
rather than lorded over. Christians are not stupid 
or lazy. They simply want personal satisfaction which 
comes from being free to serve the God to whom alone 
they will answer for that service. The big question with 
them is: Are the people whose Christianity is affected 
by the decisions going to be a part of the decision mak
ing process? The church is a highly complicated society, 
and the process of working through our problems will 
in many cases be a painful. experience, but in the end 
we will have a more interesting and meaningful congre
gation. We can't have a top-down, monolith society in 
the church without it turning into a dictatorship. It 
stifles individual initiative. That, in turn, stifles the 
evangelstic fervor and turns us into a dying worship
society. We believe you can plot on a graph. the rise of 
the "eldership" to correspond with the decline of evan
gelism. 

More and more we believe we are going to see a de
mand for de-regulation in the church. The protest 
against strong centralized control and gov:erning regu
lations is not a rebellion against what the scriptures 
teach regarding the "authority" of elders; it is a pro
test against mind control and body control by another 
human being. 

When a Christian feels he cannot do what the Bible 
commands any and -all of us to do without the "per
mission of the elders" it indicates just how far this 
trend has gone. We are members of the body, and each 
member has its own office and work, whether it is 
"commissioned" by another member of the body or not. 
We work together, and the body "grows by that which 
every member supplieth." The change we think we see 
coming could mean new life for the body~ 
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Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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The nature of man is to do those things 
that give him pleasure or minimize his 
pain. There are powerful forces within us 
which cause us to act on our desires. In 
contrast, our basic instincts also drive us 
to want to behave according to the higher 
moral and ethical standards written on our 
hearts and consciences. 

A part of our maturing as Christians is 
learning how to better control our desires 
and behavior, conforming more and more 
closely to the actions and attitudes God 
wants displayed by his children. The spir
itual maturing or growth process is nur
tured by our gaining an ever deepening 
knowledge of his will compounded by our 
being "made sorrowful to the point of 
repentance." 

Our intent here will be to let the Scrip
tures paint the distinction between desire 
and sin, to find where desire becomes sin 
itself. 

What Is Sin? 
Sin, by definition, is an act of offense, 

a violation of a specific divine command. 
The New Testament writers are explicit 
on this point: 

I John 8:4 "Sin is lawlessness." 
Romans 4:15 "Where there is no law, 
neither is there violation." 
Romans 5:13 "Sin is not imputed when 
there is no law." 
It will serve our purpose to examine the 

desire/sin relationship with three exam
ples. God leaves no question regarding the 
sins of (1) stealing, I Cor. 6:10; (2) mur
der, James 2:11; and, (3) adultery, Heb. 
18:4. These acts are clearly offensive to 
God. Nothing can change the fact of sin 
in these matters-not ignorance of God's 
laws, not even a national social standard 
that comes to accept some of these be
haviors. 

What Is Temptation? 
Temptation is a test or trial brought on 

by our natural desires to gratify and exalt 
our own pleasures and instincts. For some
thing to be a temptation, there of neces
sity must be a desire or want for that 
which God has willed against. James says 
we are "enticed" and Paul sa3ts tempta
tions must be "endured." 

To desire to do that which God has con
demned is not sin. Even strongly desiring 
these things is short of sin. One of the 
most consoling passages is He b. 4: 15-16: 
"For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who has been tempted in all things 
as we are, yet without sin. Let us there
fore draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, that we may find mercy 
and may find- grace to help in time of 
need." So then, any desire I feel, Jesus 
has felt. He knows exactly how I feel. How 
marvelous it is to talk to someone who 
really knows, who has been there I Since 
Jesus was sinless, desiring to sin is not sin. 
I need not feel guilty when my natural 
desires well within me! 

Sins of the Mind 
Our instincts and desires did not de

velop accidentally. God designed us. We 
have built-in instincts to accumulate ma
terial goods and to defend ourselves. These 
are necessary to sustain us. Our sexual de
sires are designed for procreation and to 
give us pleasure in this life. God nowhere 
tries to cancel these instincts and desires 

Temptation and Sin 
with his law. Rather, He tells us how to 
channel them and use them appropriately. 

To be more fully educated in these mat
ters we must realize there is a point at 
which desire becomes sin while still in the 
mind and not yet acted upon. We need not
have a fuzzy or vague understanding of 
this distinction. When it comes to sin, God 
surely intends to make it clear where his 
boundaries are. It would indeed be a viola
tion of God's loving spirit if ·he were to 
leave man in doubt about those things for 
which he will be damned to hell for an 
eterntty. 

The Scriptures point to a state of mind 
that is equivalent, in God's eyes, to the sin
ful actions themselves: 

• Coveting is equated with stealing
"For from within, out of the heart of 
men proceed ... deeds of coveting ... " 
(Mk. 7:21-28) 

• Hate is equated with murder-"Every
one who hates his brother is a mur
derer." (Jno. 3 :15) 

• Lust is equated with adultery-" ..• to 
lust for her has committed adultery 
with her already ... " (Matt. 5 :28) 

If desire is not sin itself, something else 
must happen in the heart of man that con
stitutes sin in God's eyes. God is always 
logical. So let's use the logic and reasoning 
power God gave us to explore where this 
point may be. There must be a state of the 
heart that produces the act of sin. God 
equates a certain disposition of mind with 
sin. It must be more than desiring-but 
short of carrying out the act itself. 

God's whole logic pattern would seem 
to fall neatly into place if we understand 
lust, hate and coveting to be the point at 
which our mind develops an intenflion to 
act. Surely, if I made a mental commit
ment to kill my brother, I would stand 
guilty before God whether or not I had op
portunity to carry out the act of murder. 
I may intend to take that possession which 
belongs to another but be prevented from 
doing so due to lack of opportunity. When 
my desire becomes lust, my mind reaches 
the state of "I would if I could." Surely, in 
God's eyes, I would have "committed 
adultery with her already." 

James helps clarify the distinction be
tween temptation and lust: "But each one 
is tempted when he is carried away and 
enticed by his own lust. Then when lust 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin." Adam 
Clarke calls this lust, "Consent, then, time, 
place and opportunity serving, that which 
was conceived in the mind, and finished in 
the purpose, is consumated by the act." Of 
it, Kittel says, "It is desire as impulse, as 
a motion of the will. It bursts upon him 
with the force of immediacy." Unless acted 
on by a Godly mind, there is a natural pro
gression of temptation, leading to mental 
commitment, leading to action. Therefore, 
a logical conclusion would be that sin 
begins with the mental commitment to act. 

As an extension of this discussion, I have 
two concerns I want to share. During the 
middle to late teen years, our young Chris
tians are racked with intense desires that 
take a lot of confidence and discipline to 

manage. First, we as parents and teachers 
are doing them a great disservice if our 
reactions imply their desires are abnormal 
or unnatural. Paul recognized our need for 
reassurance when he said, "No temptation 
has overtaken you but such as is common 
to man." The emotional teenage years 
need a constant base of instruction that 
(a) recognizes the difficulty in harnessing 
those powerful urges, ·(b) gives them the 
knowledge that they can talk to God and 
Christ about their feelings since Christ has 
been there too, and, (c) educates them on 
the ways God provided for controlling 
their desires. 

Fortunately, the consciences of most 
young people are very sensitive. Godly sor
row is healthy and necessary in our ma
turing spiritually. But uneducated sorrow 
serves no useful purpose. Paul rejoiced for 
those who were "made sorrowful according 
to the will of God." Thinking about a 
sinful act is not a sin according to the 
Scriptures. Neither is ·wanting to carry 
out an act sinful itself. That is temptation. 
If our young people mistakenly believe 
thinking of a sinful act is sin, they may 
decide to go ahead and carry it out since 
they have "already sinned." If the young 
believe in order to be acceptable to God 
they must not feel these powerful urges, 
we run the risk of their concluding it is 
futile to pursue Christ. 

My second concern is that in ethical and 
moral behavior decisions, we may be bind
ing our personal judgments on others. God 
has always given his people no latitude in 
applying his direct commands. In giving 
the law to Israel, God said, "You shall not 
add to the word which I am commanding 
you, nor take away from it." But Paul told 
the Romans: "Where there is no law, 
neither is there violation." However, the 
Lord does allow the less mature to place 
additional constraints on themselves by 
saying, "The faith which you have, have 
as your own convictions before God." In 
this same chapter Paul cautions that 
neither the constraints of the weak, nor 
the freedom of the mature should be al
lowed to become a stumbling block for the 
other. 

In those situations which may present 
temptations, Christians are continually 
confronted with choices of which activi
ties in which to participate. Wisdom and 
spiritual maturity will direct us away from 
those situations which present especially 
strong temptations to us personally. But 
we should be very cautious to not make our 
judgments in these matters binding on 
others. Scripture does not declare tempting 
situations to be sinful in and of themselves. 

But God did give us principles to guide 
our personal choices. When Paul spoke to 
Timothy about . tempting riches, he said, 
"But flee from these things." I cannot, 
must not, try to define for another what 
constitutes his "fleeing" from riches, al
though I must, with the help of my con
science define "fleeing" for my own life. 
In his ~econd letter to Timothy, Paul said, 
"Now flee from youthful lusts." Paul 
clearly spelled out the direction to run. 
But, he refrained from stating how far 
one must run. So must we. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-"Pray for Me" 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

The apostle Paul, man of courage and perseverance, often re
quested the prayers of fellow Christians on his behalf-just as 
he assured them of his continuing prayers for them. "Pray for 
me, as I pray for you" was a living part of strength for ser
vice, courage for combat. It is part of the power of our lives 
today. 

''Pray for Me" 

"Your Prayers, Please." The apostle felt the need for the 
prayers of his brothers and sisters in the Lord that he might "be 
delivered from unreasonable and evil men" (2 Thessalonians 3:2). 
But even that desire for deliverence was not simply a wish for 
his personal freedom. Here was the heart-throb of his life: 
"Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and 
be glorified" (2 Thessalonians 3 :1). 

"That the word of the Lord may run!" Here is advancement, 
forward motion. The burning zeal of his service and of his 
praying was "Faithful to Christ; Onward with Christ." How 
thrilling it is to see the word running! How glorifying it is to be 
part of that advancement! 

"The the word of the Lord may run and be glorified." This is 
the heart-throb of every faithful messenger of the Lord-preach
er, elder, teacher. All of us want to be able to say openly, "For 
our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 
but even as we have been approved of God to be intrusted with 
the gospel, so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God who 
proveth our hearts. For neither at any time were we found using 
words of flattery, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness, God is 
witness; nor seeking glory of men, neither from you nor from 
others" (1 Thessalonians 2:3-6). The word of the Lord run and 
be glorified! 

''Pray for Me." Right now I'm making a personal request of 
you-"Please pray for me." Don't just say you will some day. 
Pray for me now. Pray for my courage and my humility; pray 
for my loyalty and my compassion; pray for my love and my 
firmness; pray for my righteousness and my zeal. Pray for my 
faithfulness-and that, in God's providence, through me the word 
of the Lord may run and be glorified. I need your prayers. 

Praying for Each Other 

Here is the prayer of a preacher for a congregation, that can 
just as well be the prayer of the congregation for the peacher. As 
the apostle Paul said he had prayed for his brethren in Colossae, 
so each of us can pray for each other of us: "That ye may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and under
standing, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing 
fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; strengthened with all power, according to the might of his 
glory, unto all patience and longsuffering with joy" (Colossians 
1:9-11). 

Pray for the Preachers. Pray for preachers as a group, but be 
sure to pray for ~hem individually. Pray for the one or many 
who now serve the Lord in the congregation where you are a 
member. Pray for those who are near and dear to you from a fel
lowship of years. Pray for that preacher who is at the very 
height of his influence in the kingdom; pray for that one who 
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is just beginning; pray for that one who is gradually being re
tired from aggressive service. Each has special problems and 
needs. Pray for the preacher who has only recently decided to 
move to work with another congregation, and pray for the one 
who has been asked by a congregation to seek service elsewhere. 
Pray for the one entering a mission field, and pray for the one 
just returning from the mission field. What a source of power 
to courage and zeal is the knowledge that one's brethren are 
praying for him! ! 

Pray for the Elders. So often the elders are called upon to 
pray for their brothers and sisters in the Lord. And surely 
saints are strengthened by knowing that the elders are praying 
for them even when no such request has been made. (Remember 
James 5:14). But we need to turn that around, too. We need to 
pray for our elders. How good it is to heed this exhortation-"We 
beseech you, brethren, to know them that labor among you, and 
are oyer you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them 
exceeding highly in love for their work's sake" (1 Thessalonians 
5:12, 13). And how good it is to include them in our prayers. 
Petition the Heavenly Father for them in the words of Colos
sians 1:9-11. Include them over and over again in your prayers. 
Elders are to be men of maturity, of Christian dedication. They 
are the shepherds and overseers of the congregation. They are 
to be men of wisdom and understanding. They are the guiders 
and leaders of the congregation. They are to be men who are 
grounded in the truth and who can and will convict the gain
sayers. They are men who have their personal and family prob
lems; men who know personal ambitions and limitations; men 
who hurt physically, emotionally, and spiritually. They need your 
prayers. Pray for them. Pray for their energy and strength, 
for their knowledge and wisdom, for their loyalty and zeal, for 
their vision and courage. Pray for their faith, hope and love. 
Do it right now. And along the way, let them know, "I pray for 
you." That knowledge is part of the power. 

Pray for the Teachers. Oh, don't forget your teachers. Who is 
your teach~r? Who teaches a class in which your child is learning 
more about the Lord and his way? Who is the teacher who taught 
your child so beautifully twenty years ago? Is patience ever 
taxed in the classes? D9 teachers ever get tired and discouraged? 
Do some get to the point where they would quit if there were 
just someone to replace them? Do some get to the point where 
they do quit even if there is no known replacement? Yes, our 
teachers need our prayers. Let us include in our prayers those 
who are beginning teachers and for those who are experienced. 
Pray for their knowledge and growth; pray for their joy and 
perseverance; pray for their understanding and faithfulness. 

Pray for One Another. What a beautiful statement--"Pray for 
me, even as I pray for you." What power there is in "Pray for 
me" and in "I'm praying for you." So right now let me make re
quest on behalf of every one of us for every other one of us, in 
the language of the apostle Paul: "Continue steadfastly in 
prayer, watching therein with thanksgiving; withal praying for 
us also, that God may open unto us a door for the word, to speak 
the mystery of Christ ... that I may make it manifest, as I 
ought to speak." 
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Sermon Material 

Parable of the Ten Virgins 
DEAN CRUTCHFIELD 

Jesus and his disciples had just departed from the temple at 
Jerusalem, when the .disciples called attention to the structure 
with its "stones." Jesus told them that not one stone would be 
l~ft upon another, "that ~hall not be thrown down." Having pre
dicted the total destruction of the huge and seemingly perma
nent str~cture, the disciples then asked, "Tell us, when shall 
these thmgs be? And what shall be the sign of thy coming 
and of the end of the world?" (Matt. 24:1-3). ' 

In answering Jesus presents three parables that teach the 
imperative necessity of living now in such a way as to prepare 
for the future and future events; even though they may seem to 
be far removed. The first deals with stewards in authority and 
their use and misuse of power while their Lord is away (Matt. 
24:42-51). The second is the parable of ten virgins and teaches 
the need for complete preparation while oppot·tunity lingers 
(Matt. 25:1-13). The third is the parable of the talents which 
deals with the faithfulness of service by servants while their 
Master was away (Matt: 14-30). All three have in common 
delay, false security, an unexpected arrival the end of delusion . , , 
resultmg. consequences, and the lesson; "Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day, nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh." 

Momentous events of human history are but frivolous trifles 
when compared to eternal verities. Instead of concerning our
selves with such matters as the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
da! of Christ's return, we would be wise to concentr~te upon 
bemg ever watchful, and in an acceptable spiritual condition, 
when he returns! The parable of the ten virgins beautifully 
illustrates this teaching. 

The custom among many societies is to have weddings at night. 
People go forth to meet the bridegroom and his procession as he 
co~es to the marriage chamber. Among the Jews, they came car
rymg lamps. The Romans carried torches. Even today weddings 
in India are conducted in similar fashion. The bridegroom, 
dressed in regal garments, like unto a prince, riding a white 
horse, is preceded by a group of musicians and flanked on both 
sides by friends carrying lanterns. As he nears the place of 
marriage, hundreds of lights will be strung along the way. Lights 
are also strung over the entrance, trees, shrubs, and over and 
around the building. Ancient custom in Bible time was that those 
who arrived without their lamps to shine, and thus brighten, 
gladden, and enliven the procedings; could not enter the wed
ding chamber. 

Jesus ~ikens the "kingdom of heaven" to "ten virgins, which 
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom." 

The kingdom of heaven is the church. The church and the king
dom are one and the same institution. The words are used inter
changeably (Matt. 16:18-19 and Heb. 12:23, 28). It is "of 
heaven" because plans for it originated in heaven. The king 
reigning over it is in heaven. Saints are the subjects. of heaven 
and have their names written there. Faithfulness in the church 
leads to heaven. 

The "virgins" represent members of the church. They may be 
likened to virgins because they have been cleansed by the blood 
of the Lamb and are not defiled by worldliness (1 Cor. 6:11) even 
though they. are courted and tempted by Satan to defile them
selves by sin. The church is likened to a virgin espoused to 
Christ (2 Cor. 11 :2). 

Jesus is the "Bridegroom." He is like a bridegroom because: 
he has chosen and demonstrated his love for his bride; he re
quires faithfulness and primary devotion, (Luke 14 :26); he gives 
his name to his bride; he bestows great blessings upon his bride· 
and he sympathizes with and intercedes for his bride. The comin~ 

of the Bridegroom is the second coming of Christ, to judge all 
mankind, and take his bride to the heavenly home. 

The l~mps and oil are the church member's profession of faith 
an~ the~r works. Just as a lamp without oil is inadequate, so is 
faith without works and/or works without faith. Oil for such 
lamps cannot be obtained from others. Each must obtain for him
self .at the same source through worship, Bible study, prayer, 
service and fellowship with those of like precious faith. The lamp 
that goes out on a dark night is like profession that faints in 
times of temptation and trial. 

All of the virgins "went forth to meet the bridegroom." We 
can well imagine what a happy group they were; so full of ex
citement and joy. They were all invited. They all expected to 
share in the blessings and lavish provisions of the occasion. Their 
going shows an attitude of love, affection and a longing to see 
an~ be wit~ the Bridegroom. On the surface, and seemingly in 
their ow~ VIew, they all appeared to be the same, with adequate 
preparation, and the same future before them. 

However, there was a difference in their preparation. The five 
wh~ were wise gave diligence to make their calling and election 
sure (2 Peter 1 :3-11). Not only did they take oil in their lamps 
but in addition they brought along an extra supply. They did not 
want to take any chance of missing out. Truly, they were pre
pared in every way. The other five also made preparation that 
they considered to be sufficient, just oil in their lamps for a 
short time, nothing extra, only the barest preparation, just 
enough to hopefully get by. These may be compared to those 
Christians whose attitude is, "I know the Bible teaches ... , but 
I feel no harm will come from . • ." On this basis some engage 
i~ practices that are at best questionable and most often, plainly 
smful. Others try and justify neglect of duties and responsibili
ties. And still others manifest total indifference regarding 
soundness of the faith, often adopting the fatal mistake of, "the 
end justifies the means" (Is there basically any difference in 
these than in those who live and die in the false hope of salva
tion by faith alone, grace alone, or morality alone? Or those who 
pervert worship and work with human innovations?). The five 
foolish virgins are not said to be aliens or backsliders, or heretics. 
They are in the church and supposedly prepared for the future. 
How similar to those of Matt. 7:21-23. 

"While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept." 
The time of tarrying is by the mercy and gracious longsuffering 
of God, providing a time for repentance and preparation unto 
salvation. All ten slept as though they had no concern for any
thing. The wise could sleep peacefully, secure in their prepara
tion. The foolish only deceived themselves. "Slumbered and 
slept" is not the deep sleep of insensibility from which the alarm 
cannot awaken, until it is too late. It is rather representative of 
the normal affairs of life that are allowed to take the place of 
caution, watchfulness, and preparation. It cannot be death be
cause when awakened there was still time for preparation. 
Such is not possible after death or after the Bridegroom comes. 

"And at midnight a cry was made, ..• " The watchman gave the 
warning cry to arouse them out of the drowziness of carelessness 
and back to the reality of the important, " ... the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him." The watchman who gave the 
warning might well represent, God in his Word, elders in the 
church, Bible class teachers, gospel preachers, fellow Christians, 
funerals, sickness, and so forth. All of these cry out to all who 
will listen, "Prepare to meet thy God." 

All the virgins arose and busied themselves with their lamps. 
Wicks needed to be raised, ashes needed to be cleaned away, ad
ditional oil had to be added. If the lamps were to continue to 
burn and burn ·brightly, every obstacle and hindrance had to 
be removed. So it is in the Christian's day-to-day life; daily care 
must be exercised to maintain constant preparation. 

Now the foolish virgins come face to face with the reality of 
their true situation. The bridegroom was corning and what they 
had trusted in and hoped on, as adequate preparation was not 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Distinctiveness of Womanhood 
VAN C. LEDBETTER 

One of the most crucial topics of this 
generation is that of the role of women 
in the family, society, and the church. We 
cannot overlook the fact that many 
changes have occurred in our country
and in the church itself-in our lifetime 
regarding the functions and perception of 
.women. Some have obviously been good and 
profitable-others undeniably mischie
vous. Beliefs on this subject that only a 
generation or two ago were thought much 
too revolutionary ever to catch on are 
widely accept;,ed today simply because they 
have been repeated over and over without 
enough responsible refutation. To take the 
Biblical view of the matter is to risk angry 
opposition and ridicule, but the Lord's 
people must continue to take our directions 
from Him, not from the pragmatic lean
ings and preferences of other people. We 
must make diligent scriptural study of this 
subject, always seeking additional under
standing while we keep on reminding our
selves of the age-old truths involved. 

At one extreme, the apparent goal of 
many of the "feminists" today is a UNI
SEX society in which the God-given re
sponsibilities and prerogatives of the 
sexes are terribly distorted, and in which 
the basic needs and nature of humanity 
itself are essentially denied. 

If the Bible teaches anything clearly, it 
teaches that there are distinctions be
tween men and women that must be 
respected for us to live successfully. God 
"created them male and female" (Gen. 
1 :27), and leaves us no doubt as to their 
functions in His plan. We are persuaded 
that whatever woman does in society-and 
especially in the church-must always be 
with three fundamental considerations in 
view: 

The Purpose Of Woman 
Woman is a glorious creature, and being 

a woman should be a wonderful, joyous 
experience. No woman should feel re
stricted, unappreciated or humiliated be
cause of her femininity. But in order prop
erly to understand the purpose for which 
she was placed in the world, we must 
realize that woman was made, not as a 
primary being, but a complementary one. 
Rejection of this fact is an ultimately un
happy decision. God saw that the man he 
had created was incomplete, and could not 
function successfully alone, so he made the 
woman to be a "helpmeet" (suitable helper 
and companion) for the man (Gen. 2:18). 
This is the explanation of Paul's state
ment (1 Tim. 2:11-12) that the woman is 
not to assume an authoritative position
"Adam was first formed, then Eve." Also, 
in 1 Cor. 11:9 the apostle says, "Neither 
was the man created for the woman; but 
the woman for the man." She was the last 
and most beautiful thing created. She was 
the most precious gift ever given to man 
for his earthly well-being. The woman was 
specifically design~d to supply that which 
the man lacked, to fill up the incomplete 
places in his nature, so that they could 
together be humankind wholly constituted. 
To be sure, procreation through childbear
ing is a significant part of her purpose, 

6 [742] 

b~t it goes much deepeJ: than that. Com
mon-sense observation is sufficient to con· 
vince us that the woman supplies certain 
sensitivities, certain qualities of spirit, and 
certain natural propensities that men do 
not possess in sufficient degree to function 
well alone. That which man lacks, woman 
provides. Together they comprise a perfect 
unit and are fitted to "become one flesh" 
(Gen. 2:24). 

Failure to recognize and accept the 
complementary funtcion of women in the 
plan of God for humanity is to invite dis
order and travail. It has already happened 
to an alarming degree in our nation. A 
world populated by men only would never 
work. But a world in which women in gen
eral covet and seek after the primary 
function of men won't work either! 

The Nature Of Women 
Paul states by inspiration that one rea

son for the subordinate--and not authori
tative--role of women in the church is that 
Eve (woman) was "deceived" in the trans
gression while Adam (man) was not (see 
1 Tim. 2:14). He does not ascribe a lesser 
value to her, but he does note a fact of her 
nature. He does not declare her more cap
able of sinning than the man, but does 
attribute her susceptibility to temptation 
to a different quality. This quality is, 
somehow, "deceivableness." Doubtless he 
means that she is more open to illogical 
emotional and esthetic appeals, while the 
man is more likely to enter into sin with 
his eyes wide open. Paul's argument is not 
that the difference makes the man morally 
or spiritually superior, but simply that it 
shows him to be better equipped for the 
leadership position. 

The apostle Peter commands husbands 
to give honor to their wives as "the weaker 
-vessels" (1 Pet. 8 :7), and to dwell with 
them "according to knowledge" (i.e., be 
understanding and considerate of them 
with their different natural qualities). 
Again, there is no. implication here of 
physical or mental inferiority on the part 
of women, but certainly of difference. The 
difference lies, at least partly, in the fact 
that women are not as aggressive or 
physically assertive as men, generally 
speaking. They are more sensitive and ten
der in nature. Because of this, they have 
certain needs which require special con
sideration. About the first thing every 
young husband learns-or should learn
is that he can't treat his wife the way 
he'd treat another man! It is a matter of 
recogni~ing their different innate quali
ties, which no theory or self-serving 
"study" can abolish. The assertion, seen in 
so much "feminist" (what a misnomer!) 
propaganda today, that women in general 
should seek an aggressive nature and a 
leadership role not natural to their gen
der is working much hardship in our so
ciety. It can lead only to greater frustra
tion, fruitless expectations, and impossible 
goals for many women. Denial of the nat
ural qualities of women, and the attempt 
to suppress them or explain them away as 
merely acquired through training and so
cietal pressures, can lead only to instability 

Mission or Monument 
SILAS SHOTWELL 

An unusual structure stretches for two 
miles across a valley southeast of Brooks, 
Alberta, Canada. Built in 1912 it took 
25,000 cubic feet of concrete, two years, 
and $100,000 to build (The Prairie Over
comer, September, 1980). I refer to the 
longest steel-reinforced concrete aqueduct 
in North America. Some of its columns 
are 65 feet high. It was designed to bring 
water to an enormous area of the desert
like Eastern Irrigation District. 

But a few years ago, when it was cost
ing $20,000 a year to repair leaks in its 
crumbling walls, the Prairie Farm Re
habilitation began building a substitute. In 
1979 the Brooks aqueduct became an ob
solete technological monument to irriga
tion. Last fall the aqueduct ·was declared 
in principle a historical site. 

Too many churches resemble that obso
lete aqueduct. Designed to bring the 
Water of Life to perishing people, these 
churches have lost their primary reason 
for existence. Indeed, the only justification 
for the existence of a church is that it may 
be the channel to relay the Gospel to needy 
men and women. 

Dotted all across Europe are church 
buildings that are now monuments. Some 
of these buildings have been turned into 
offices or stores. One stately building in 
Edinburgh, Scotland has even been turned 
into a power plant! (no comment needed). 

How tragic to see such decline and decay. 
We recognize that the true Church is not 
composed of brick and mortar, but of living 
people. But, nevertheless, these empty 
buildings testify to the condition of some 
of God'a people. They've lost their mission. 

The history of Christian organizations 
and institutions has been summarized in a 
series of words: ·A man, a message, a mis
sion, a movement, and finally a monu
ment! Sadly that is the story of many a 
congregation. May God save us from be
coming monuments! 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

and heartbreak for husbands, wives, and 
(perhaps especially) children. 

Discovery of exceptions to the rule does 
not negate the rule. The fact that some 
women are more masculine than some men, 
or that some men are more feminine than 
some women, cannot overrule the fact that 
such is not usually the case. 

The Assignment Of Women 
The Bible teaches that the woman is to 

submit to her husband as her "head" (see 
Eph. 6:22-23; 1 Cor.11:3; 1 Pet. 8:1, 6, 6). 
She is to recognize him as the family 
leader. Some of her special responsibilities 
are to bear children, guide the house, and 
teach the younger women regarding their 
role in life also ( 1 Tim. 5: 14) ; Tit. 2 :4-6). 
In the church she is strictly forbidden to 
assume any stance of authority or sugges
tion of authority over the man (1 Tim. 
2: 12; 1 Cor. 14:84-85). She is to have no 
public leadership over men. No women are 
to be elders, preachers, etc., or to exercise 
any public leadership or congregational 
authority. Thus the church leads and in-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Early Biblical Interpretation (3) 

Philo Judeus as Interpreter of the Bible 

The writings of the distinguished Alex
andrian scholar Philo give us insight into 
the mind of an Hellenic Jew contemporary 
with the origins of Christianity. Little is 
known of his life·other than that he was of 
a wealthy family, was a leading Jew of his 
city, and went to Rome in A.D. 39 on a 
sensitive diplomatic mission. But from his 
extensive writings a great deal can be 
known of his beliefs. By his religious her
itage Philo was a Jew: he observed the 
Sabbath, the food laws and other cus
tomary ceremonies, and read the Jewish 
Bible in the Septuagint translation. By his 
intellectual heritage, Philo was a Greek, 
schooled in the philosphies of Plato, Aris
totle, and the Stoics. This mixture of Jew
ish and Hellenic elements is reflected in 
his biblical interpretation. 

The literal sense. In general, Philo 
found that the text of scripture had two 
levels of meaning, one on the surface, the 
other deeper down, almost out of reach of 
the ordinary reader. Unlike some of his 
He11enistic contemporaries who altogether 
abandoned the surface meaning of the 
text, Philo tried to do justice to both levels. 
On the one hand he insisted that the na
tional customs laid down in the Law must 
be literally understood and observed; on 
the other hand, he was equally insistent 
that these laws carried subsurface mean
ing. Students of the Law, he said, should 
give attention to "a more full and exact 
investigation of what is not seen" (that 
is, unravel the symbolic meaning of the 
laws), and "in what is seen, to oe stewards 
without reproach" (that is, obey the letter 
of the law). One must therefore keep the 
Sabbath as the letter of the law says, and 
at the same time understand that the Sab
bath is intended to teach the power of the 
unoriginate God and the passivity of his 
creatures; one must circumcise, and also 
see in the act the cutting off of pleasure 
and passions and conceit. The literal mean
ign of the text is seen as its body, the inner 
meaning as its soul; at least as it concerns 
the ceremonial law, one must keep· and ob
serve both (See Philo On the Migration of 
Abraham 89-93). 

The allegorical sense. Allegorization is 
an interpetative device for getting to the 
supposed deeper meaning of a text. Some 
texts are written as allegories : they are 
not intended to bear more than one level 
of meaning. Others are not. But even if 
they are not, allegorization may still be 
applied to them. There were at least two 
reasons that Philo allegorized the text of 
the Bible. First, there were passages in 
his Bible which he found offensive if 
understood literally. Second, he wanted to 
find the teachings of Hellenistic religious 

STEPHEN E. BROYLES 

philosophy in the sacred book of his Jewish 
heritage. Allegory-already in common 
use in Hellenistic culture, especially among 
some of the Stoics-provided Philo with 
an interpretive method that did not bind 
him to the literal meaning of the text. 

Allegory showed that those things which 
were disturbing if taken literally were in 
fact never meant to be taken literally at 
all. There was the text, for example, that 
said, "And Cain went out from the face of 
God" (Genesis 4:6). Now there were two 
things about this text that troubled Philo. 
The first regarded God's face. A face is 
only part of a whole person. If God is 
whole, then he must also have all the other 
parts: neck, chest, hands, feet, belly, and 
so on to include all the inner and outer 
organs and the passions which belong to 
each. Since we know that God has no such 
parts, there is a conflict between what we 
know to be true and what the text says. 
The second thing that troubled Philo was 
Cain's going out from the face of God. 
Philo reasoned that a man who goes out 
from someone arrives in a different place 
from the one he leaves behind. If Cain, 
then, goes out from God, it follows that 
God is not present in the place where Cain 
goes. Since we know that God is present in 
all places, there is again a conflict be
tween what the text says and what we 
know to be true. So, as Philo saw it, the 
text said that God had a face and Cain 
went out from it, and neither of these 
propositions was in accord with truth. 
(We hardly need to point out that in this 
whole discussion Philo shows little appre
ciation of how the Hebrew language likes 
to express itself: he is seeing fern seed.) 
Therefore, Philo concluded, "the only 
thing left for us to do is to make up our 
minds that none of the propositions put 
forward is literally intended and to take 
the path of allegorical interpretation so 
dear to philosophical souls." Philo ended 
by making the departure of Cain a symbol 
of voluntry sin, "committed with fore
thought and set purpose," which is forever 
beyond cure (On the Posterity of Cain 
1-11). 

Allegory served another purpose in 
Philo's hermeneutic: discovering Greek 
philosophy in the Hebrew Testament. Philo 
was no creative thinker: he took bits from 
Plato, or Aristotle, or the Neo-Pytha
goreans, or the Stoics, as they suited him 
and as he beleived them to be true. Since 
he believed the Scriptures also to be true, 
he wished to show that the doctrines of his 
Hellenistic mystical philosophy were con
tained in them. Of course they were mani·· 
festly not contained in them; allegory, 
imaginatively applied, found what was not 
there. In Platonic thought there is a realm 
of eternal, unchanging "ideas"; our world 

is patterned after these ideas. It is not 
difficult for Philo to find this expressed 
in the Genesis account of creation: on the 
first day God created the "intelligible 
world" (Philo means by this the realm of 
Platonic ideas) and used that as a pattern 
in forming the "phenomenal world" (On 
the Creation of the. World 15-16). The 
placement of the account of creation at the 
beginning of Moses's law code implies that 
the world is in harmony with the Law, and 
the man who orders his life according to 
the Law becomes a citizen of the world
ideas perfectly in line with Stoic views on 
the virtuous life (On the Creation of the 
World 3). The four rivers of Eden stand 
for the chief virtues of Platonism: pru
dence, courage, self-mastery, and justice. 
The fourth virtue, justice, arises when the 
first three are in harmony, prudence driv
ing courage and self-mastery like a 
charioteer controlling high-spirited horses 
-a picture lifted bodily from Plato 
(Phaedrus 246; Philo Allegory of ·the 
Jewish Law 1. 70-73). By means of alle
gory Philo showed that Moses had reached 
the summit of Greek philosophy and that 
his Law instructs· men in the wise and 
virtuous life sought by the Stoics. 

It is not possible to say with certainty 
how far Philo's treatment of Scripture is 
normal for Hellentisic Judaism. But his 
methods of philosophical synthesis and al
egorical interpretation did become norma
tive for much Christian interpretation in 
later centuries. Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Eusebius, Ambrose, and Jerome 
all knew of Philo and ~.is ?Torks and to 
some extent made use of his methods. As a 
means of biblical interpretation, allegory 
was central in Christendom for well over a 
thousand years. 

In modern times scholars have insisted 
that the Bible be understood on its own 
terms and not forcibly harmonized to 
match the prevailing climate of thought, 
whether Greek philosopy, Renaissance 
humanism, or modern science. Philo stands 
as an example of the scholar who did 
precisely what the modern scholar wishes 
to avoid. But at the same time, Philo is a 
gallant example of what good biblical 
scholarship must sooner or later do: make 
the results of study available to all. In 
this regard James Drummond is correct in 
saying of Philo's work, "Amid his tedious 
interpretations there are splendid flash
es of spiritual thought, while his ethical 
teaching reaches an exalted purity, with
out transgressing the bounds of sober 
sense, and is always flushed with the hues 
of religious faith, and reverence for the 
Will and Spirit of God" (Hastings Dic
tionary of the Bible, extra volume, p. 208). 

International Bible College, Florence Ala
bama· 
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Latin America Today 
JUAN A. MONROY 

Arnold J. Toynbee, the world reknown 
British historian, said, in a conference held 
in the University of Puerto Rico, that 
changes are occurring in Latin America 
that could liave the same significance for 
the world that the Renaissance of the fif
teenth century had. What Toynbee said 
of Latin America can be applied to all of 
the Spanish speaking world. 

The changes are political, social, eco
nomic, cultural, changes that introduce 
new life styles and new ways of acting 
and thinking. 

Religion i~elf is not immune to these 
changes. The Spanish soul is "religious"; 
without personal convictions, with too 
much piety, without the desire to grow, 
but "religious" and sincere, even in its 
errors. 

The religious situation of the Hispanic 
world presents special characteristics that 
should be carefully studied by all who wish 
to reach these many people with the saving 
message of Jesus Christ. 

What Toynbee prophesied is coming to 
pass. On the closing of the eleventh Con
ference of American States in Bogota last 
October 7, Julio Galer, assistant director of 
the International Labor Organization, said: 

"Neither political leaders, nor those who 
direct the world economy, nor religious 
leaders want to see the profound revolution 
that is taking place today in Latin Ameri
ca." He added: 

"The perspectives are of immense 
misery and violent uprising because 155 
million people lack even enough to cover 
their basic needs, and a large part of them 
suffer from hunger." 

The religious phenomena of the His
panic world should be studied in its his
torical context. Hispanic religious psychol
ogy demonstrates its own definitive char
acteristics that are quite different from 
those of other peoples. 

Latin America is frequently visited by 
missionaries from the North, who after 
an experience which is usually distasteful 
and brief, go back to where they come 
from with a feeling of failure and useless
ness. This happens because, before going 
they did not dedicate the necessary time 
to the study of the special elements that 
make up the Spanish soul. 

Spain has almost 2,000 years with this 
religion and the rest of the Hispanic world 
has lived it close to 500 years. For this 
world, Roman Catholicism is an inherited 
religion. It is the religion of its fathers 
and forefathers; an impersonal faith with 
intimate convictions. The surname "Catho
lic" is worn much as one wears his father's 
surname. It is a custom, an imposed in
heritance, a formality that sticks well with 
little trouble and is paid little attention. 

Miguel Unamuno, the great Basque 
thinker; though dead, is more present than 
he was while living. Greatly preoccupied 
by the religious situation in Hispanic com
munities, he gave a cry of alarm in this 
letter written to a Protestant missionary 
in Argentina. With the vision of a prophet 
who sees and denounces the cancer which 
eats the soul, Unamuno wrote these beauti-
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ful words: "The people of Spanish origin, 
as sad as it.is to say, need to be rechris
tianized, so the Christianity inside them 
may bloom as a flower, which now is 
strangled with an immense weight of feel
ings, ideas and pagan practices. This "Car
bon Copy" faith must be fought against, 
and people must be taught to form their 
own ideals by reading directly from the 
Word. The Christian conscience must be 
emancipated. Because of this I believe 
honorable work is that which shakes off 
the spirits, opens the fount, the regenerat
ing restlessness, makes people think about 
where they come from and where they are 
going, and puts the ideal of life above and 
beyond life itself, understanding that 
Christianity is not dogma, a· formula, an 
article and rites, but that it is pure love 
and understanding of the person of Jesus." 

----,o----

In Praise of the Small Church 
HENRY BRIGHAM 

Much is to be said about the good which 
larger congregations can accomplish. One 
of the qualities of the New Testament 
church was growth. The Bible takes note 
of numbers, such as the three thousand on 
Pentecost which soon grew to five thou
sand and kept multiplying in number. A 
congregation described as a "multitude" 
met in Antioch and the Lord had "much 
people" at Corinth. A large church can do 
many things which are virtually impos
sible for a small church, and I personally 
have benefitted from some of their good 
works. 

But much is also to be said about the 
good which small congregations do! There 
is a book entitled, MAKING THE SMALL 
CHURCH EFFECTIVE, by CarlS. Dud
ley. Even though much of its content must 
be separated as "wheat from the chaff," 
the message on the front cover is a real 
"pearl." It says, 

"In a big world, the small church has 
remained INTIMATE. In a fast world, 
the small church has been STEADY. In 
an expensive world, the small church 
has remained PLAIN. In a complex 
world, the small church has remained 
SIMPLE. In a rational world, the small 
church has kept FEELING. In a mobile 
world, the small church has been an 
ANCHOR. In an anonymous world, the 
small church CALLS US BY NAME." 

I like that! Being a product of a small 
church myself, those words strike home. 
My first venture as a member of a large 
church was frustrating. I missed those 
very qualities Mr. Dudley mentioned. I 
also missed those opportunities to have a 
part in leading the worship at nearly 
every service by waiting on the Lord's 
table, leading prayer, making announce
ments, leading singing, or often preaching. 

Many preachers and song leaders had 
their first opportunities to develop in small 
churches. One of the important functions 
of small congregations is that young, no
vice preachers "practice" on them. Who 
ever heard of one of the huge, sophisti
cated churches allowing a sheer novice to 
make his first effort from their pulpit? 
The small churches do it regularly, and 

The Action of Baptism 
G. F. RAINES 

"And it came to pass in those days, that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in Jordan. And 
straightway coming up ont of the water, 
he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit 
like a dove descending upon him" (Mark 
1:9, 10.) 

"And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there" (John 3:23). 

"Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap
tized into his death ? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life." 
(Rom. 6:3, 4; cf. Col. 2:8-13). 

The fact that Jesus came up out of the 
water "necessarily implies he had gone 
down into it; and if he went down into the 
water to be baptized, there is no room 
for an honest doubt that he was immersed" 
(J. W. McGarvey). 

When Philip baptized the Ethiopian 
eunuch, "they went down both into the 
water, both Philip and te eunuch; and he 
baptized him. And when they were come 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more: and he went on his way re
joicing" (Acts 8:38, 39). 

The Book of God strongly asserts the 
essentiality of baptism in the following 
statements: 

"He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned" (Mark 16:16). 

"Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king
dom of God" .(John 3:5). 

"Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

"And now why tar1iest thou? arise, and 
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call
ing on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 

Since the baptism authorized and com
manded by Jesus Christ is unquestionably 
essential to salvation, you cannot safely 
accept any unauthorized substitution! 
Newton, Mississippi 39345. 

thus have made a great contribution to 
the entire brotherhood. 

Sometimes, a really talented and hard 
working preacher makes his start in a 
small church, and just about the time he 
is leading it toward greatness, his fame 
spreads and he is offered a position in a 
larger one. Tempted to "move up the lad
der," he leaves and the small church must 
"tough it out." Preachers are everywhere, 
but really talented ones who work hard 
and are effective are too few to go around. 

Another factor some forget is that in 
many rural areas, the young people must 
move away after High School graduation. 
The large city congregations benefit from 
this migration, but the small church made 
that contribution! The little church I at-

( Continued on page 10) 
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God's Wonderful Word (2) 
ROY H. LANIER, SR. 

Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). One reason why his words 
shall not pass way is because he got his words from above. In 
his prayer shortly before his betrayal, arrest and trial he said 
to his Father, "The words which thou gavest me I have given 
unto them" (John 17:8). So every word which Jesus gave to his 
apostles he got f~om his heavenly Father. Words coming from 
such a source must indeed be wonderful. In a former lesson we 
used only Old Testament passages to learn of this wonderful 
word, but now we study passages from the New Testament to 
learn why God's word is so wonderful. 

First, God's word is wonderful because of what it is said to be. 
"For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword" (Reb. 4: 12). It is a living word in the 
sense that it shall never pass away. All its histories are true; all 
its predictions shall be fulfilled; and all its promises shall be 
honored. It is living also because it gives life. Jesus said the 
words he spoke were life (John 6:63). They were life in the 
sense that if accepted and trusted they would generate spiritual 
life in a person. And the word of God is active. Living things are 
active; only the dead are inactive, and the word of God is not 
dead. 

Next, God's wonderful word is a light in which we shouW walk. 
The Psalmist said the entrance of God's word gives light, and it is 
a light upon our path. Jesus is the light of the world in that 
his teaching guides us in the right paths. We are told to walk in 
the light, walk in the truth, walk in the commandments (2 John). 
And when we walk in harmony with the teaching of the Lord, we 
are walking in the light, and we are said to be children of light 
(Eph. 5:7-12). 

Next, the wonderful word of God is truth. "Sanctify them in 
the truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). The Psalmist said, 
"All thy commandments are truth .•.. The sum of thy word is 
truth" (Psa. 119:151, 160). "God is light, and in him is no dark
ness at all" (1 John 1 :5). In this verse light stands for truth 
and darkness stands for error; so it affirms that God is truth 
and no error at all. And we are told that it is impossible for God 
to lie (Heb. 6:18). So every word God has ever spoken is truth. 
And Paul said, "let God be found true, but every man a liar" 
(Rom. 3:4). By this he means that whenever man's word differs 
from, contradicts God's word we must accept God's word as truth 
and man's word as a lie. 

Next, God's word is powerful. Paul said the word of God, the 
gospel, is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that be
lieves it (Rom. 1:16). And "For the word of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the power 
of God" ( 1 Cor. 1:18). The Psalmist said, "The voice of Jehovah 
is powerful" (Psa. 29:4). It is so powerful that, "By the word of 
Jehovah the heavens were made .•.. For he spake and it was 
done; he commanded, and it stood fast" (Psa. 33:6 ,9). That 
same word can save a pet·son from sin and transform him /her 
into a Christlike person fit to dwell with God and all the re
deemed of all the world. 

Next, the wonderful word of God is the seed of the kingdom 
(Luke 8:11). As the seed of corn has in it the germ of life that 
springs into a beautiful stalk when planted in the earth, so the 
word of God has in it the life-giving power, when planted into 
the heart, to generate spiritual life that blossoms into the like
ness of Jesus Christ. And as every natural seed produces after 
its kind, so Spiritual seed produces after its kind. The word of 
God produces Christians; the word of man produces human re-

ligious organizations. The word of God produces children of light; 
the word of man produces children of darkness. The word of 
God when preached by the apostles of Jesus produced churches 
of Christ, churches of God; the word of man, human doctrines, 
produced the denominations we have in the world today. If 
nothing but the word of God had been preached in the world, 
there would be no denominations in existence today. 

The wonderful word of God causes people to have faith in God 
and in his Son, Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:17). Without faith it is 
impossible to please God (He b. 11 : 6), and in order for one to 
come to God for salvation he must believe that God exists and 
that he rewards all who have faith in him. So without this word 
in one's heart he cannot be saved. Faith is simply the belief of 
God's word; the Bible is God's word; so the belief of the Bible 
is the "faith that saves. Belief of human doctrines is not saving 
faith. 

Next, God's wonderful word convicts men of their sins. When 
the apostles preached the gospel for the first time on the day of 
Pentecost, the people who heard it were pricked in their heart 
and asked what they must .do to be saved (Acts 2 :36-38). To be 
pricked in the heart by words means to be convicted of sin. 
Peter accused them of crucifying the Lord of glory, their Mes
siah. When they believed what Peter said, they were pricked in 
the heart, convicted of the sin of which they were accused. We 
have an order of things revealed here that is important. First, 
they believed the gospel, or they would not have been pricked 
in the heart. Second, they were convicted of sin. Third they were 
told to repent of the sin of which they were convicted. Fourth, 
they were commanded to be baptized for the remission of the 
sin of which they repented. Fifth, they were added to the church, 
the Lord's family (Acts 2:47). 

Next, this wonderful word of God builds people up in the 
faith, makes them stronger spiritually. "I commend you to God 
and to the wor.d of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you the inheritance among all them th..1t are sanctified" 
(Acts 20:32). People enter the Lord's family as babes who are 
to desire the sincere milk of the word, that they may grow there
by unto eternal salvation (1 Peter 2:1, 2). Here we see the im
portance of studying the word of God since one grows by it 
unto eternal salvation. If there is no study of the word, there is 
no taking of the spiritual food. If there is no partaking of the 
spiritual food, there is no growth. And if there is no spiritual 
growth, there is no salvation in heaven. Reader, have you par
taken of spiritual food today? If people should go without physi
cal food as long as· some of us go without spiritual food, the 
funeral homes of the nation would be .doing a "land-office" busi
ness. For this reason many church members are weak and some 
are dead spiritually, and don't know it. 

Not only must we study God's wonderful word to grow spir
itually, but we must be willing to share that wonderful word with 
others about us. If your neighbor was starving for physical 
food, you would surely share your bountiful store of food with 
him. Is it not more important to share your spiritual food? But 
some are ready to admit that they do not know enough of the 
,Bible to shat·e their spiritual food. And that is more evidence 
that we need to give more time to the study of God's word. People 
are dying and going to hell every day because we are not willing 
to share God's life-giving word with them. How shall we answer 
them in judgment when they say, "We talked together day by 
day, but you never showed me the way?" 
2852 S. Knoxville Way, Denver, CO 80227 
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IN PRAISE OF THE SMALL CHURCH 
(Continued f rom page 8) 

tended would be a large one today if we 
had all stayed there. It h as produced a 
number of preachers over the years, and 
some of those men who gained their first 
experience in preaching there are now 
loved and well known across the brother
hood. I appreciate that little church for 
what it gave me and what it has g iven to 
the church at large. I love those faithful 
and dedicated folks who teach and train 
young people, knowing that most of them 
will leave them just when they are mature 
enough to really start helping. Oh, that 
little congregation stays small, but it has 
helped the kingdom of Christ to growl 
I wish there were more just like itr-one 
on every street corner, because even the 
ones who become large must first begin 
small. 
Box 753, Boeme, TX 78006 

RECORD E NROLLMENT AT 
TENNESSEE BIBLE COLLEGE 

Tennessee Bible College opened its Fall 
session with a record enrollment of forty
five students. Fourteen students are en
rolled in the graduate school with thir ty
one enrolled in the undergraduate 
program. 

In a meeting J uly 21, 1980, the Tennes
see Higher Education Commission granted 
T. B. C., the authority to grant the M. A. 
and Ph. D., degrees in Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

For information, write Tennessee Bible 
College, P. 0. Box 865, Cookeville, Tennes
see 38501. 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

"QUIET" CAMPAIGN TO CHINA 
MAKES PROGRESS 

Lynn Yocum of the World Mission In
formation Bank in Dallas and Eugene 
Smith of Gospel Teachers Publications, 
Don and Alice Peden 6f Louisville, Ken
tucky, and Jackie Robinson of Orlando, 
Florida, just returned from the People's 
Republic of China. They went to assist 
the Northeast Church of Christ in De
t roit, Michigan, who will be sending the 
Bob Fraziet· family as missionaries to 
Hong Kong and China. 

While in China, they were able to make 
contact with hundreds of students f rom 
various universities, and invite them to 
become pen pals with American Christians 
through the Chinese American Friendship 
League. Hopefully, many of these new 
friends will be introduced to Christ 
through the World Bible School. A number 
of contacts were also made with believers 
who were given Chinese Bibles and Gos
pel tracts in Chinese. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Harding Lectures 

7.95 
1980 

------------------------------------------------------------
Finn Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send -------- copies of H a1·ding L ectu1·es, 
1980 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas r esidents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name __________ _ 

Address ----------------

City St t z· -------------- a e ____________ IP------
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"FIRST WE WILL WITNESS THE 
BAPTISM OF TWELVE LAOTIA S" 

These words by Dick Ady announced 
the beginning of a most unusual worship 
with the Christians at 2200 Sonoma Ave
nue, in Santa Rosa, Cal ifornia. 

A Christian had sown t.he seeds in Laos, 
and it bore fruit in Santa Rosa. These 
twelve were only a few of many who had 
been taught the scriptures. Others are fol
lowing. This wonderful church in Santa 
Rosa reflects the love of God not only lo
cally, but around the globe. 

How wonderful is the gospel to conve1t 
these people from the other side of the 
planet and bring them to bless Christians 
in California! 

Praise God! May He bring millions to 
Him through the gospel. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Loca ted 21/2 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. l. Hall, 
512 756-6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

571h Annual Harding Unhcrsil) 
Bible Leclure>hip 
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TEMPTATION AND SIN 

(Continued from page 8) 
The problem that confronts us is one 

of what we might call a "scale of ex
posure." The question we must answer for 
ourselves is, "How far away must I stay to 
safely limit my exposure to sin?" I don't 
believe our job is to pass judgment on de
grees of temptation or to make sweeping 
and intricate interpretations of terms used 
in the Bible so that they include our fa
vorite no-no. Paul cautioned against our 
drawing lines where God did not: " ... that 
in us you might learn not to exceed what 
is written, in order that no one of you 
might become arrogant in behalf of one 
against the other." 

Our job as teachers is to help God's 
children mature through a greater love 
for him-and to be sure God's declarations 
of sin are clearly understood. Especially, 
may we "be diligent ... handling accurate
ly the word of truth." 
Editor's Note: Because this article did 
not have the author's. name on the article 
we cannot credit him. Sometimes a letter 
accompanying an article is sidetracked in 
the business office and we are unable to 
locate the writer of the article. Please put 
your na.me a.nd address on the article 
itself. 

Claude A. Guild, Box 96, Springtown, 
Texas 76082: Goals were set at the Spring
town congregation for Aug. 8-500 in 
attendance and $10,000, contribution for 
missions. We had 548 present and re
ceived $20,162.00 contribution. PrestOn 
Cotham preached in our meeting and there 
were 4 responses. We had two baptisms 
preceding and nine restorations following 
the meeting. 

Terry Jones, Jonesboro, Arkansas: De
cember 28-31, 1980 will be the dates for the 
sixth annual YOUth-In-Action Workshop 
in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Speakers include 
Ronnie White, Jimmy Adcox, Larry 
Sawyer, Terry Smith, Richard King, Dale 
Smith, Willie Franklin, and Joe Beam. 
For housing or other information write 
YOUth-In-Action, 1601 James St., Jones
boro, AR 72401 or phone 501-932-9254. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers .covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 
· Churches of Christ . 

THE DISTINCTIVENESS OF 
WOMANHOOD 

(Continued from page 6) 
structs the world regarding the happiest 
and most productive way-God's way. 

The responsibilities of women-in both 
the home and the church-are tremendous. 
Their devotion and their actual works 
often exceed those of men. But the Bible 
unquestionably teaches that their duties 
are always to be carried out from a posi
tion subordiante to men. 

Efforts to escape the force of Paul's 
and Peter's writings by claiming that they 
are limited to temporary or local conditions 
in the New Testament period are dread
fully mistaken. One writer even talked of 
"Paul's hangups about women," thus in 
effect denying the Divine inspiration of 
what he wrote! 

Conclusion 
We may nof always understand, or want 

to accept, God's arrangements. But that's 
no excuse for rejecting his will to our 
own ultimate injury. 

Men in general, and especially Christian 
men, don't want slaves, mere sex objects 
or punching bags. They want women, as 
God created them for men. 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 

The family and its future is at stake. 
The integrity of the church is at issue. The 
structure of society, already too fragile, is 
at issue. We must continue in the study 
of, and acceptance of, God's will regarding 
women. as well as all other things. 
P. 0. Box 184, Durant, OK 74701 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

tactsr: ~fa",y ~~~:lfr.tro':t~.=~~~t:::t ~:~~r:: 
help your lovect ones - ao they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 
the past four years. This service Ia free! 

Send their name, complete address, phone and military 
Installation, If known, along with your name and address 
to: AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAO 

~ ~1H~:~~J!~~~R~t 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

American Military Evangelbing Nations 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN _ 
For Employees of_ Churches of Christ & Re!ated Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817 /429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL oF· PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
. AUrecl Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 . 
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PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 

(Continued from page 5) 

sufficient. The hour of crisis stripped away all pretense, an
swered every question, and resolved every doubt. They had played 
the hypocrite with themselves instead of making an honest exami
nation (2 Cor. 13 :5). Realization has come too late! In just a 
short t ime t he bridegroom would come. They were unprepared 
to join him. We see clearly the great difference in those who had 
prepared in sincerity for the fu tu re and those whose lamps 
were prepared only for one hour of .display in the sight of men. 
They failed to recognize the wisdom of adequate and continued 
preparation. 

They appealed to those who had prepat·ed to share with them. 
Such is not possible, character is not t ransferable. Each must 
act in his own behalf, and make personal preparation. They tried 
to hurriedly 'rectify their mistake, but they had delayed too long, 
there wasn't sufficient time. 

"The bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage : and the door was shut." The door is shut, 
and shut forever l It will never open again. The door is shut to 
separate between sain t and sinner; prepared and unprepared! It 
separates those who have faithfully served God according to his 
will, and all sinners with unforgiven sins. The mos t vile sinner, 
the unbel ievers, the hypocrite, the apostate, the backslider, those 
who obeyed not the gospel of Christ, and the foolish virgins , are 
all in the same condition . . . outside, with the door shut ! 

"Lord, Lord, open to us .... But h~ answered and said, .. . I 
know you not." Can you not pity their sad pleading . . . "Lord, 
claim us too, give us the blessings that are inside, don't leave us 
in this darkness, in these horrors, llle1·cy, ll1e1·cy, 0 Lord have 
mercy!" 

But there is no additional opportunity, no more gospel preach
ing to be done, no more invitations extended, no more pleading, 
no more repentance ; the night has come when no man can work, 
or prepare, or change. It is too late! No one's cry or moan will 
open the door. The door is shut to cut off the wicked from the 
presence of the bridegroom and t hose that are his. Inside is 
beauty, peace, r est, and joy. The wise who have prepared shall 
ever be with the Lord (1 Thess . 4:17) . 

The Lord's conclusion is, "Watch therefore . . . . " The cry is 
made! The warning is sounded ! The bridegroom is coming!! 
Arise! Trim your lamp! Following the Bible only, make the 
necessary preparat ion and maintain yout·self in an alert condi
tion; ready to meet the Lord. 

P.O. Box 575, Murray, Kent ucky 42071 

What effect would it have if every family in your congrega
tion received regularly a good religious paper? Why not find 
out? How many families are there in your congregalion? 
Multiply this by Gc and that's how much it would cost for ev
eryone to be receiving the FIR:U FOUNDATION next year. 

FULL COLOR SLIDES 

THE BOOK OF ACTS DRAMATIZED 
Complete Book of Acts photographed in living color! 
Produced by Jule L. Miller Texas H . Stevens, Director and Editor 

Gospel Services, Inc., new and exclusive production. 

Actual full co lor pho tographs of the events in the Book of Acts . A lmost total verse 
by verse coverage. A ll conversions covered in detail, including baptismal scenes. 
A uthentic first century costumes and sets. Hundreds oflive mod els used. Each o f the 
four volum es is packed in a beautiful book- type box w ith a hinged cover containing 
o ver 400 slides. Index keys each slide to Bible text. N o script OT recording needed . 

Separate Volumes 

No. 707A Volume I (Acts I: 1-9:19 I 416 Sl ides) ................................... S89.50 

No. 707B Volume ii (Acts9:20-15:3 1428 Siidcs) ................................. S92.00 

No. 707C Volume Ill (Acts 15:4-22:30 I 433 Slides) .......... . ..................... S93.00 

No. 7070 Volume IV (Acts 23:1-28:31 I 457 Slides) .............................. .. S98.00 

No. 707 The Book of Acts Dramatized in Color S lides 
Over 1734 slides in four book-type 

boxes ...... . . .................... $269.95 

~~~~~:~~;:~;~=~~~~~~~ 
~ Order entire four volumes of 1734 color slides for only ~ 
~ 5259.95 cash. Volumes I thru IV will be sent immediately ' 
@ postage paid on th1s introductory offer. Paymant and th1s 
(It special coupon must accompany order. !) 
ii(!!J(!!J~~~~(!!J(!!J(!!J(!!J(!!J~(!!J~~'<e:>~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
· P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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LARRY ROBERTS HEADS NCJC 

VILLANOVA, Pa.-The inauguration 
of Larry Roberts as fourth president of 
Northeastern Chris tian Junior College on 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

2Jfte oforJ; 
Own Church 

t!f 
.JJarvey A. Cfti/J,.ej:J 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the irpportance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and last ing 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

O rder f rom 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Thursday, November 13, will be a fea
tured part of the 24th Annual Bible Lec
tureship to be held on the Northeastern 
campus, November 11-14. 

Many presidents and other administra
tors of s ister Christian colleges will be f ea
tured speakers on the lectureship series 
during t he week, as well as participants 
in the inaug ural ceremonies. 

John A. Boor, Box 1362, EauClaire, Wi. 
54701: My family and I are in our second 
year with this congregation. We moved 
here from Clovis, New l\lexico where I 
was the pulpit minister with the 16th and 
Pile congregation. God is blessing our ef
forts of sharing the gospel in the state of 
Wisconsin. Since our coming, 15 precious 
souls have put on Christ and 7 others 

have been restored to their first love. Ii 
you know of a member of the church, or 
someone you would like us to contact, 
please write me. 

WANTED 
Minister - Laurel, Mississippi 

Church of Christ 
Age 35-50 - Married 

Mature individual with proven 
leadership, experienced, references 

required. 
Salary negotiable 

Congregation approximately 120 in 
community of 25,000 people. 

Write to: 
Laurel Church of Christ 

2830 Audubon Drive 
Laurel, Miss iss ippi 39440 

A TIN: Preach Search 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $7.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and updaJting of bhe 
the greatest standard work in t he Bible 
Dictionary field-'illle first in 25 years. 
AND witlh the exception of six writers, 
aM the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churC'hes of 
Ohrisrt. A few are Batsell Barrett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Oarroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jack Lewi'S, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitcheill, Neale Pryor , J. W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many <Ythe'l\S. 

Every Christian Shourd Have This Book! 
H Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

------ - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $-------------· Please send ------------ copies of Smith's 
New Bible Dictiona1·y at D $7.95 regular or D $8.95 thumb
indexed, plus 8% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name ------- ------ - - - ------------- --------------- --- ---

Address ---------------------------------- ---- --- ------ --
City------------------------ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 

··~··················································································· 
: Sundsy through Wednesday Congregstlonsl : 

: usiNGING EMPHASIS lNORKSHOPS" : 
• (550 conducted In thirty statoa from coaatto coast.) • • • • Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • • • 
: 544urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0. Box 1104, Norcross, Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 

·······~·············································································· 



BOOKS 3-n feview 
THE PAPERBACK l\IARKET 

THE CHALLENGE OF MARXISM a 
Christian Response. Klaus Bock
much!. .IVP. 187 p. $4.95. 

Marxism is t he counterthrust to Chris
tianity. Its atheistic concepts have in
fluenced the whole world. '!he author does 
.a good job examining t he doctr ines and 
exposing its weakness. He focuses on the 
major issues in the debate between faith 
and atheism-hedonism and spirit ualily 
- with tell ing effect. 

GOD HAS SPOKEN. J. I. Packer. IVP. 
156p. $3.95 

A revis ion of a 1965 work based upon 
the Anglican doctrines as embodied in 
the Book of Common Prayer, but enlarged 
for more general and more non-sectarian 
consumption A good treatment of the in
errancy of God's word, its power-written, 
spoken or heard. 

WHO NEEDS THE FAMILY? 0. R. 
Johnson. I VP. 152p. $5.95 

A great defense of the family unit. An 
in-depth discussion of marriage. A good 
treatment of the subjects of Motherhood 
and Fatherhood, and a penetrating survey 
of the havoc wrought in our times by the 
decay contamination and anima listic at
t itude toward t he institution of t he fam
ily. 

GOD'S PEOPLE IN GOD'S WORLD. John 
Gladwin. IVP . 19lp. $5.95 

An eleven-part study of the great doc
trines and issues of religious history, and 
their relationship to us in our world. Shall 
we take an active part in trying to change 
things as they ar e, or should we just ac
cept them ? He concludes that faith and 
works, theology and ethics can never be 
divot·ced, and that they are natural and 
necessary elements in our constant strug
g le to right the wrongs of our society. 

THE SIBERIAN SEVEN. J ohn Pollock. 
Word. 267p. $8.95 

The strange hostage story of two Rus
sian families who sought safety in the 
American Embassy in Moscow in 1978, 
and who have been there ever since. Al
though the incident hasn't received much 
publicity, these families cannot get exit 
visas, and if they r eturn to Russian soil, 
they will face prosecution as traitors. Liv
ing in the basement of the Embassy, iso
lated from correspondents, and shunned 
by even American embassy personnel who 
ar e afraid of upsetting del icate relations 
with Moscow, these families are caught 
in a trap. Pentecostals in r eligion, they 
have written profusely while incarcerated 
and their stories of harassment, depriva
tion and psychiatric torture h ave been 
woven into th is book by the au thor. 

A GUIDE FOR PREPARING YOUR 
OWN WILL. Gerald Nelson. Privately 
published. $7.95. 

Here is one of the f inest booklets we 
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have seen, and one of the most needed. 
Prepared by a member of the State Bar of 
Texas, there are different volumes for 
s ingle persons, married couples with no 
children, divorced or widowed with chil
dren, a nd married couples with children 
of a previous marriage in addition to the 
one we are reviewing. 

a will, legal r equirements, advice on the 
distribution of your estate, information on 
inheritance tax rates, and many other 
fields of inter est, this booklet could save 
a Christian many dollars in expense, be
sides getting his mind at ease concerning 
his estate. 

The author has gone to great pains to 
make clear these instruct ions on how 
Christina people can minimize estate tax
es, save expenses during probate, and 
dozens of other concerns. It is a real trag
edy that so many die without leaving a 
will. Divided into sections on estate plan
ning, making a will, a n explanation of 
the s tep by step procedure in preparing 

~-imperial 
~~ CHURCH FURNITURE 
~ 

Write or c a II collect (817) 756·5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, 1NC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Waco. Texas 76710 

! 
I 

l!. t'lllS hl\ll' 
tiJr ronrhtston 
of thr tuholr 
m.1 tt r r tf1'.1 r 
~~ob .111b lirrp 
lOtS r Ollllllallb 
tllrnts: (or l1Jts 
ts till' UJholr 
butt' of man. 

"Scripture 
on Redwood" 

6.95 ea. A perfect Christian Gifc 

Choice of: O Eli. 12:13 O 23rd Psalm 
0 John 3:16 0 Acts 2:38 

on beautiful California redwood 
Approx. 6" x 9" Satin Finish 

Send 6.95 to OTTS SIGN SHOP 
429 W . Yosemite, Manteca, Ca. 95336 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDI NG BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
~~~:C~~~~~:,:;~:~~hb::~~~~,~~~~~:~:=',~~P~~~~~.~i; School . a a ~ r 
lhe•ntluM<.f'OfChnu tnDf:~Mt- lhe Khool~ •ncfud~ l, 
d.ll)' -<.lrr throush gr.lde 5. bullhf' MW f.Kdlllt'\ m-'<le pou •blt' by 1h1\ W' 
bond p• ogr.atn'ftlll pe-rm11 t'\.p.&nllOR through gr~l Bond 1nfor~1 t0n : -
P.tY\ tOtl.; 10l't~. 11,, Q,I~Mirch 1, t980. Due St'n.llly. M,mmng 6 months 10 
IS Y'~"•rs. Oftcrmg made by prospectus o nly. ftHptO'Pf!'('u' Qi'mlllftrWt~l()Wnro~(t 
,_.,~ (hwthnfChrN 'ti~Chw1hto,d ~-m llorl.i•.lfT' I,II f)011 1l ~·Jifl 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad••ert isi'lg in thi• section $1.50 per Jlne. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

ndvertiaing meeting p lacea, preachers steking work or congregation• aetking prencher•. Alao other 
acceptable matte r. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF' CJUU ST 
SCHOO L OF BtnLICA L STUDI ES 

Preaching- P ersonal E vangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
''upproved for Veteran's trnining'' 

Uon .. rd .\1. Gray-Director 
1 (303) 986-GSOO. 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

l•'OIIT JIOOU - KILLI!:EN, TEXAS 
Southside C hu rch oC Ch r ist 1&05 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phon e 
634-6012. Sun. 9 :30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
1' . .\1., Wed. 7: OO~P.:·;.M;:.· -=-==-=-:-:-::-=--:::-=:::: 

D ENVER, COLORADO 80:C:8 
I.AKU:WOOU CHURCH OF CllRIS'r 

455 So. You n gtle ld Ct. 
T 2l e. : 988-1 024 

See Y ellow Pnges For Service Times 
1'nonslation for Dea f. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAI'AN. Help u s wntch Cor 
souls oC Christian s on Ol<lnawn. Send n nme/ 
Or !;"anlzatlo n to: Elders . Church ot Christ. 
l'O Uox 2~8. O kinawa C ity, J apan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N . lrvin~r St., corner of 
i rvin~: & Arlington lllvd. (Rt. 60 ). Conven ient to 
nation's capital & hi•toric N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship iO: 30 A.M .. 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9: ;;o 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For trnns l}ortution
d irections ph. 628-0635. Wors hit) with U6-Bnjoy a 
St>iritual Feast. 
CUATIIA~I. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blv d .. 07~28. NORTHERN NEW JEHSEY , 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASiu·==:;_AN-:-::-::-::c::-:Hc:o= n=-A=-c= E::---::c""'•:::•c:u:::n=-c=u::---::o=-F:::: 
ClllUS'l ' , 2700 De Barr Rd . Will contact 
relatives or !rienda in Alnakn. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o r 344-5719. 
- UAl' AllEA SCHOOL OF l'llEACHING 

11300 Dublin lload 
l'1en•nnton, CnlUornln 114~0 

James ,V. Fer guson, Sr., Director 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h o( Christ, 46•17 Hauaala Hd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
No:;,R;:T""H"'w=E'""S:=T:--:C~~Ilc:U=R:-::C:-:H:=--::O-::F:--:C:;-:l:":"I;;:R-:ciS"'T;:-,--:lc::5:-::5-;-55;--cl:-:5::oth 
Avenue N.B .. Seattle, Wash. 981 65. If you know 
aomeone moving to the Greater Senttle area drop 
us a line. or call (2.06) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SER~i·"o'"'N=s-=F"'R"'O"'ll"'t-=s"'u.,.,N=s-=E=-=T=-o-n"""'9:-::0,-m...,i,..n-u..,.te_c_a_s_s_et:-:-te 
tapes. Taped courses for PHEACHER-TEACHER 
tndning and other c lnsacs on tape, \V rite for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School oC 
P reaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. 'l'exus 7941 I. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTUAL CH UR CH OF' CIUUST 

12th a nd Hoover StreeiJI 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10: 00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Miniaters: Lewis Frisby, 71•·622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGI 0 US BOOKS BOUGH.;.,T:..=:,:;.;V;.:.n-y-ne-=s"te-p7h-en-s-, 
P .O. Box 286, Shawn ee, Oklahoma 74 80 1. 
Monterrey, lllexl eo1 Ave. FuDdlcloDe• 1011 

"A" OTE. Frace. Bueno• Aires 
Te.l.: 55·55-11 

David Carden as, Evan~:cll ota 

ATT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P .M. W ed. 7:00 
P.M. Cull 883-2550 or W. P. J o lly. Jilin. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Let ua print lbe n ext membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
rc.uonable price. Send Co r information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 o r 
cn ll (916l 886·6776. 
FOR SALE-48 17% foot pews with red padded 
se.~ts. medium dark f inish. Excellent condition. 
Availnble nbnut December 1. 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado. 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston. Texns 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
DREWJ;;rt, MAINE-241 Centel" St., V .F.W. H a ll. 
Sundny c lasses. 10:16: Worship, 11: 00. Phone 207-
989·2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcom e. Write about 
newcomers to lbe GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
PREACHER NEEDED. Full time. over 40, some self
suPPOrt required. Small congre$<ntion o f 60 members. 
Send re•ume to Church or Chl"ist. P .O. Box 67, 
Buckeye, A r izonn 85326. 
E:VANSVU,LE, IND .. ~ Ill. H orKan A•e" 
U.S. 400 E n•t Oppo•lte K-Hart. ONiee 4TT-
IS2'Tl. nobby Wade, HID, 470-40:5(1. 

WE Jtk:OIND CHEHISHED DlllLES-write for free 
leathe r Bnmples and prices. Bible Bindcl"y, Uox 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA Vn lley Church ut 
Chrl•t. Come visit us. Phone 714·679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob - J ackson
Box 280- Kempncr, T exas 76639- 612-932-3333. 
NEEDED : Full-lime preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
H ome. 2 blocks to s ho t)ping center. For try-out write 
Church of Chris t. 425 Central A\·e .. W. H wy. 70, 
Safford. Al"izonn 85546. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Res idence provided. Salary 
nc.cotiable (aPJ>roximate ly S300/ wcck). Congregation 
in t·und community with excellent g- rowt.h J)Oten tinl. 
Dcs ircu m ini titer looking for lcnthy commitment with 
congrcu ntion. Submit sermon by cussct tc ln Jle , Sub
mit resume with references. Send to a ttention: 
Elders, J uckson Cha11el Church o( Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville . LA 7144 6. 
VV~lA, AJliZ., OSl \V, ::8th St. Sunday-

tO, ll" a.m. & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 3H-3750 
WANTED: Full-lime preacher for u hnrd-workins:: 
congregation of 20 with n new building. Fantastic 
growth t>Otential. rapidly growing community. Major 
dc nominntionnl in fluence in aren is Mormonism. 
Pnrtinl SUI)POr t available. Write: Church of Christ. 
P.O. IJox 1028, Springerville. Arizonn 8fi938 or cull 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Hex Lee (602) 333·2867. 
Blonde wood, 14 foot and 16 foot church JJews with 
red cushion seats. Excellent condition. $150 per 
pew. Call (405) 321 -0788 or write Alameda Church 
of Christ. 801 E. Alnmedn. Norman. OK 73071. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with s~all con
l(regation in l:luena Vi st..~. Colorado. ConKregation 
will Kupply house nnd utilities but personal salary 
wi II nc~<i to be raised by individual. Send resume to 
Moun tain V iew Chui"Ch of Christ, P.O. Box 511 . 
Buena Vista. Colorado 81211. 
Pews fo• sulc . We have 22 solid oak pews with 
cu:J tom mndc, wine colored cushions. 20 nrc 12 feet 
lonK. 2 nre 10 feet. Call 406·643·2243 or write. The 
Chu rch of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobh. Okla. 
73038. 
FOR S A·LE: ').'a" Pnnasonic NV 9200 V ideo Cassette 
R ecOI"der; CT 911 VA Pannsonic 19" TV/ monitor; 
CG-832 Video Datn Systems churncter g enerator. 
Church of Christ , Benrds town, IL 62618. Cnll: 217-
323-2572. 
\Vide vn riety of classes, lectures. sermons. Indies 
and youth JJrogrnms, etc. available on Y., inch video 
tnJ>e. Low cost rental. Over 275 t itles. Write Chris 
tinn Video Service , Box 4i74, Lnncastel", CA 93539. 
(Mnrion D. Owens, Director) 
The AlbuquerQue Christian Children's Home is 
looking for a dedicated couple to emt>loy ns relief 
hous e parents . Contact AI Maxey, Superintendent. 
Ht. 3. Bx 3020A. J\lbuquerque, N.M. 87 106 o r call 
506-898-6620. 
WANTED : MSW/ BSW SOCIAL WORKER. Re· 
SJ)ons ibili t ics include: foster licens ing, p lncement, 
nnd QUJ)ervision : ndoptive studies nnd 8UJlCrvision ; 
and casework wi t h adolescents in r esidential care. 
Mu• t b<: eligible for licensing by the State of Kansas . 
Competitive salary and benefits. Cnll collect or 
wri te. Contact: Charles D. Rigsby, ACSW, Director 
of Sociul Services , Maude CarJ>enter Children's Home, 
1601 N . Meridinn. Wichita, Knnsns 67203. E.O.F:. 

CENTURY 2 1 R UDY WYATT, R EA LTORS 
(40 AgeniJI ready to serve) 

If you a re moving anywhere ln the U .S.A. or 
Canndn we can put you in touch with nn ethical. 
cnrin P: professional Realtor. CALL COLL ECT ! Ask 
fo• Mel o r Rudy. 1·918 ... 37-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. R EALTORS 
23rd & Garnett , Tuloa. Oklnhomn 74129. 

Ench offi ce is independently owne<l nnd operated . 
DISCOUNT Mnxccll blank video tape VHS Beta. 
Umntic. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087 
Snntn Clam. CA 95055. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider n growing. receptive. enger. active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizonn climate. 
Cnll COLLECT. Milo Bentley. 1·602·778-3188 (home. 
cvenin~~:R). CENTURY 21 , PRESCOTT VALLEY 
RF.A!.TY. P.O. BOX 6417. H WY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PnESCOTT V ALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 

NORTHEAST MISSION TEAM 
At Williamstown Bible Collel{e, we em phasize th~ 
t.enm concel)t in missions. A team is now forminst 
for No•thcast, USA. The plncc is s till to he selected. 
Congrc,::ntions interested in overseeins::- nnd/o r sup
nortinl{ this team should cont.nct: Dr. D. Dewnync 
Dnvenpart, H end, Dept. of Church Growth/ Evangel· 
is m. WBC. Williamstown , WV 26187. 

Jnme• Shahan (minist e r) 
300 Heritage Dr .. Warner Robins, GA. 31093 

REACH OUT 
SoilhistlcnW elecli"On ic telephon e Evnns::elis t P el"· 
sonnl ll1essnge cnn be phoned to 1000 hom<>s ner dny. 
30.000 per month. Promoto m ectini{R. VDS. BCC 
personal evnngelism , etc. Phone: 912-923·0438 or 
912-929·0565. 

"Smnll congregation in Geor~:in seeks full-or part
time ministe r. Some experience r eQuired. Needs to be 
a ctive in visiting and working with community. 
Send quuliCicntions and referenc~ to Chu rch of 
Christ. Dox 129 , A-shburn, Georgia 31714 or call 
912-567-3022 evenin!<S for further information." 

HousepareniJI Needed 
Call collect or write H omecrest Children's Home. 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. Phone 314 
888-5974 or 3 14 888-2476. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FouDdatloa 
t rle• t o •er een DdvertlalnK, nnd wlll Dot 
k n on·Jngl,- tnke que•tloDnble ndverti•IDr;. 
nut It I • th" r ender'• re•poD•Iblllty to la
, .r,.tlgn tea L ike nuy oth~r paprr. we aome
tlme " unwittin g l y run aD unworthy ac!. 
AA th<' old •nylnr; Koe•, before you ID•e•t. 
,.,, . .,,.tlgatel 

ACU ENROLLMENT OF 4,560 TOPS 
PREVIOUS HIGH 

The fall semester enrollment topped all 
previous highs as 4,560 students regis
tered for classes by the end of the last 
officia l day of registration on Sept. 15. 

The previous record enrollment was 
4,372, established in the fall 1979 semester, 
according to Paul Wilson, assistant reg
istrar. 

ACU's fall semester enrollment has in
creased each year since the beginning of 
the decade when 3,217 students were 
enrolled. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

OR 

4 SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS, INC. . 
liM•,. BOX t 306 •·• JACKSONVILLE. TX 75766 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 71!2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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New! Announcing the Baxter Personal 
Work Series to help make every Christian 
an effective personal worker. 
Why and How to be a 
New Testament Christian 
Three effective half-hour studies: 

Pan I I Jesus: Great Man, Fraud, o r 
Son of God? 

Part 2 / The Bible: God's P lan for 
Our Salvation 

Part 3 / The Church: How It Makes Us 
the Family of God 

Complete with: 

• 3 full-color, 30-rninute filmstrips. 

• 3 matching cassettes with sound track 
fo r manual projectors on one side, 
sound track for automatic projectors 
on the o ther side. 

• 3 booklets with printed scripts and 
ideas for effective use of each filmstrip. 

• Personal Worker's Manual with 
motivation and inspirational material 
to help the personal worker. 

Batsell Barrett Baxter, minister, radio and televi
sion evangelist and Christian educator, has been 
preaching God's Word for nearly hal f a century. 
This new persona l work series is a product of t hat 
experience a nd dedication. 

So easy to use! Ideal for experienced 
personal workers or for Christians 
making their first home study. Brother 
Baxter thoroughly covers all your 
prospect needs to know about Christ, the 
Bible and the church, to become a 
Christian. 

So unusual! Baxter leads a young couple 
on the screen through a fascinating 
3-part study. Your prospect moves along 
with them on the road to accepting 
Christ. The setting almost puts your 
prospect in the picture. 

So complete! Everything the personal 
worker needs to lead a person to Christ 
by covering all the subjects necessary for 
conversion. 

Designed for conversions! This new 
series is designed so the personal worker 
may inject as much or as little of his own 
material as he may desire. Baxter asks 
the questions you usually worry about 
when and how to ask. 

Viewer-centered realism 
for greater personal 
involvement and more 
effective teaching. 

Your prospects can identify with the couple on 
the screen as Baxter leads them to accepting Christ 
in baptism. 

9 ways the new Baxter 
Personal Work Series can 
help your personal 
evangelism and teaching: 
I I Helps you set up more home st11dies because 
viewers arc more likely to agree to a short study 
than a long one. 

The Babylonians lead the Jews into captivity. 

1 1 Gives inexperienced workers confidence 10 

become involved in home Bible teaching. 

3 1 Helps viewers a rrive at a decision for baptism 
in the shortest possible t ime. 

4 1 Reassures personal workers with a conviction 
of their own sa lvation. 

5 1 Uses the readiness of viewers to receive infor
mation by audiovisua l means as a result of years 
of watching television. 

6 1 Allows viewers to see themselves, and their own 
erro rs, in the people on the screen. 

1 1 Allows the personal worker to be a learner 
with the prospect. 

81 Can be used to help strengthen the faith of 
new converts. 

9 1 1deal for Bible classes, evening and midweek 
services, to reinspire every Christian. 

The most beautiful full-color art work 
ever-fascinates prospects, makes your 
personal work more exciting. 

The complete set- 3 filmstrips, 3 cassettes, 3 
script-folders, Persona l Workers Manual, sturdy 
carrying-storage box- ready to go to work with 
you. ------------Order now-money back if not satisfied 
C lip a nd mail to: 

F it·m Foundntion Pnbllsldng House 
P. 0. B ox 010 
Austin, TX 78767 
Baxter Personal Work Series. 
0 Send one set a t $69.95 
0 SaYc $20! Two sets on ly S119 .50 

Plus $1.75 per set postage and han
dling. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

0 Check enclosed for $-------------

Name 

Address 

Cioy S~aoc ------------
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THE CENTRAL C HURCH IN AMARI LLO has just broken the a ll time 
record of any church in the United States for a one Sunday contribution. 
$2,213,000 was contributed on that day. Pictured here are throe elders 
and tho ministe r at C entral a s they count the contribution. Standing: Bill 
Johnson , Eld er and Dick Marccar, Minister. Seated: Jack Vincent and 
Aubrey Stroup, a lso elders of tho cong regation. See related story inside this 

issue. 
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To Kill or Care For 

In this age of easy abortion, society is saying, "if 
you don't want the child, kill it before it is born." It is 
comforting to be a member of a church that says "No! 
We will cai:e for it." We can be proud of the fact that 
churches of Christ are probably doing more than most 
to take care of unwanted and neglected children. 

A few days ago we had t he privilege of participating 
in t he National Christian Child Care Conference held in 
San Antonio, hosted this year by Medina Home, and of 
speaking on the program. You really know you are 
among friends-friends of God and of helpless people in 
a gathering like that. 

There are between 90 and 100 known children's 
homes and child care arrangements operated by mem
bers of the churches of Christ in the U.S. There is an 
additional number of such operations of which we have 
no record. In addition to these institutional arrange
ments t here are countless thousands of Christian homes 
that have been opened to receive from one to a dozen 
dependent and neglected children. There is no way of 
knowing how many children are being cared for in 
Christian homes, but the number would run into the 
Tens of Thousands. We are a "care for" rather than a 
"kill" people. 

It bother s us when we hear carping critics say that 
the church does little in the field of benevolence. The 
amount of Christian work put into caring for helpless 
children is amazing. If the critics put in as many long 
hours and sleepless nights as house parents and sul'
rogate families do it would change their thinking. 

Several hundred of t hese big hearted and hard work
ing people came together in San Antonio to discuss their 
mut ual problems and to learn still more about how to 
deal with t hem. As resource people they had such men 
as Tom Cunningham, renowned family counselor of 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, Paul Faulkner, Director of the 
Institute of Marriage and Family Therapy of Abilene, 
Texas, Wayne Gill, of the Texas Rehabilitation Commis
sion, and a number of other respected and well qualified 
men and women. 

The conference ran from Monday through Thursday, 
and was jam-packed with materials designed to help 
substitute families cope with the stresses, strains and 
problems of the 80's. In an age in which an eYer in
creasing number of children need help, it is encouraging 
to know that we have a hundred institutions ready to 
care for them. In our times there is a vast number of 
children who are in one parent family situations, and 

2 (754] 

many of t hose cases, for various reasons, are impossible 
environments for the adequate care of children, there is 
a greater need than ever before for Christian families 
and institutions supported by the church to come to 
the rescue. 

The preaching of the gospel has been our first priori
ty for a lifetime. A close second is the care of children 
who cannot care for themselves. They did not ask to 
come into this world, and certainly not into the circum
stances into which they were thrust. Until they are of 
sufficient age they cannot control their environment 
or care for themselves. Some benevolent spirit must do 
it for them. Who is better qualified to do it than Chris
t ian people. 

When we were a ll orphans, separated f rom God and 
without hope in the world, Christ came to seek and save 
us. We were not able to do it for ourselves. We were at 
the mercy of fiendish forces . We would have perished 
without his benevolence. It is fitting and right that we 
who have received so much freely give. 

Our efforts at caring for homeless children has come 
a long way in the past fifty years. We did the best we 
could then, and have learned a lot since then. We have 
advantages that the pioneers in child care never had. 
Our methods and our means have advanced incredibly, 
and now, by anyone's standards, we are doing an ex
cellent job of caring for helpless children. Most of our 
institutional homes have house organs of their own 
through which they make their appeal to individuals 
and congregations for financial support to carry on 
their good work, but t hey need the support of the pul
pit and of elderships continually. I t is so easy to forget 
such good works if they are carried on in a distant city 
and we are not constantly reminded of them. 

Most of the institutions now direct their main efforts 
to finding private homes for neglected children. None 
can question the advisability of this thrust. On the 
other hand, there will always be a need for institutional 
care. And it is this care that the church should be 
ready and willing to support. There are many needs 
other than financial needs, and we can serve our child 
saving and child care institutions well by our moral and 
personal support of their efforts in all areas in which 
they need our support. It is easy to forget when we are 
not in some way personally involved. We must not for
get to visit the fatherless in their affliction, for that is 
pure religion. 
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Worship Will Not Fit Into a Pigeonhole 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

Worship. Perhaps that great American educator Andy T. 
Richie defined it best. He said, "Worship is big and most com
prehensive. It is an acknowledgment of the greatness of God 
and of the need of man; it is a soul standing in awe before the 
mystery of the universe; it is the desperate cry of the lost soul 
and the grateful song of the saved one; it is the quickened, chal
lenged soul dedicated again." Yes, that is worship. But what does 
it mean to me and to the way I respond to God? Is it going to 
church on Sunday? Kneeling before my bed at night? What 
should I offer to God as worship? And how frequently? Most of 
these questions have pricked our conscience one or more times 
in our past. Coming to grips with such questions is imperative 
if I am to live at peace with myself and with God. 

First, worship means to give myself to the glory of God. As 
Paul the apostle wrote to Christians living in Rome, he ad
monished them: "I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship." Wor
ship has always involved giving! When Abel brought the "first
lings of his flock" to offer before God on his altar, he gave more 
than a mere ram. He gave himself; it was a commitment of him
self to God. Likewise, worship for us means commitment of our
selves to God. 

I realize that for an unbeliever the concept of "total commit
ment" or "absolute surrender" can be, and often is, a very 
frightening concept. The 1·eason for this is that the image of 
"giving up everything" is at the forefront of his mind. However, 
"giving up everything" is not at the forefront of the Christian's 
attention. "Laying hold on something superior" has captured his 
thoughts. 

Norman Bales recently compared the Christian commitment to 
romantic love. "No one speaks of romance in terms of 'what one 
has to give up.' Some handsome adolescent is bitten by the love 
bug for the first time, and everybody is aware of the radical 
change in his habits. Money that used to be spent on baseball 
cards and soda pop now goes for small gifts to be offered to his 
beloved. The kid who wouldn't know a zinnia from a rose sud
denly starts sending flowers. The boy who never missed a meal
time will gladly forego eating to be in the presence of his one 
and only. He has abandoned all his former friends and cronies 
to be in her presence. That's commitment.'' Is the burden too 
heavy? By no means! That fellow is floating on cloud nine, and 
to him such a question would seem absurd. So, too, our commit
ment to God when properly made is liberating, not burdening. 
We offer him our everything, yet we are not diminished one iota. 
Our life is only made more abundantly full! 

Second, worship bursts the bonds of limitations, boundaries, 
and pigeonholes. In John's Gospel, chapter four, we find Jesus 
talking with a woman at Jacob's well. During the course of the 
conversation, 1·ealizing that he was someone special, she asked, 
"Sir, I perceive t~at you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain; and you (the Jews) say that in Jerusalem is 
the place where men ought to worship." Her question is an in
direct one. In other words, "Which is the right place to worship?" 

However, instead of taking sides and fanning the flames of the 
feud, he said, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father ..• But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth." 

Worship had been confined to a specific place (the temple) and 
specific times and ceremonies. However, a new era stood on the 
horizon. A time when we are to worship in spirit, instead of in a 
holy building. And in truth, instead of a sacred ceremony. A 
time when the Apostle Paul would admonish, "Pray without 
ceasing!" It's not that we should always be on our knees but, 
rather, that we should always be in communion with God. There 
is no longer an external, stone and mortar temple. We are the 
temple of God. And worship never ceases. Our presentation of 
ourselves as "a living sacrifice" is not something we do once .•. 
and get it over with. Not at all! Our giving of ourselves in wor-
ship is a continual offering. Day by day. In all we do. · 

If we take the Apostle's words seriously, then we are the 
Lord's. We are being given in sacrifice. And, as long as we are the 
Lord's, everything we do is "in his name" •.• to his Glory. Our 
whole existence is being offered to him as worship. When we as
semble with other Christians on Sunday, that is worship, cer
tainly. However, as we busily go about our job Monday through 
Friday, worship is taking place there, too. You see, it is the Lord 
whom we are serving. As we care for the needy, our efforts go 
before God as worship. Sharing what we have with those who 
don't have it received by God as worship (Hebrews 13 :16). In 
fact, anytime we give of ourselves to others because we are his 
children, that is worship. In the words of Jesus, "In as much as 
you have done it to the least of these ... you have done it to me.'' 

That gift of handwork you made to give in love •.• was re
ceived by God as worship. That jar of jelly which you af
fectionately prepared for your neighbor ... was received by God 
as worship. The sweat of your brow which you spent helping the 
helpless. The words of comfort you shared with the troubled, at
temping to quiet the storm in his or her life. The hours that you 
spent sitting at the bedside of that sick child, parent, neighbor, 
or friend. And the letter you wrote to that lonely person to lift 
his day. All of these were received before God's Throne as wor
ship. Because "in as much as you have done it to the least of 
these" ... you've given to him. 

Wendell Willis has written, "It is only when Christians recog
nize that daily living is worship in the same degree .•• as Sun
day communion that life of service, pleasing and acceptable to 
God, will be properly motivated." As Christians, we don't wor
ship God just one hour per week ... because worship does not 
end when we leave the church building; it simply moves into a 
new context. You see, worship cannot be chained to a building 
or imprisoned in a set ritual such as singing, praying, and so 
forth. Instead, worship encompasses all of life that is dedicated 
to God. 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, Texas 77504 

3 [755] 



John and the Baptism of Jesus 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

We are told by historians that when Eastern monarchs were 
about to set out on an important expedition, it was their custom 
to send qarbingers or heralds in advance. These heralds were to 
provide supplies, build bridges, cut down trees, make pathways, 
and do whatever else was necessary to prepare the way for the 
army. In a very similar way Christ made his advent into the 
world and began his conquest over the powers of darkness. Cer
tain obstacles had to be removed. In many respects there was 
never a time in history when the world was farther from God 
than when Jesus came. Read the first chapter of Romans for a 
description of the Gentile world! And the second chapter for a 
description of the Jewish world! The work of Jesus was difficult. 
But think of how much more difficult it would have been with
out someone to go before to prepare public sentiment and to 
bring about a reformation. 

The Harbinger 
John came as the forerunner of Christ. When he was about 

thirty years of age he appeared in the Wilderness; with a clarion 
voice he called the people to repentance. His earnestness roused 
the slumbering energies of the nation and "then went out to him 
Jerusalem and all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins" (Matt. 
3:5-6). 

Something of the background of this harbinger is in order. It 
will be remembered that the tribe of Levi was selected in the 
time of Moses as the priestly tribe and the family of Aaron as the 
priestly family. In allotting the land, instead of giving certain 
portions of land to the Levites, certain cities within the territory 
of the other tribes were given to them. When the priests multi
plied and became numerous, it was not necessary for all of them 
to be in Jerusalem at once. David divided the priests into twenty
four courses. These served in turn and each course had its 
leader or chief. Hence the term "chief priest." 

Zacharias and Elizabeth were both of priestly families. Zacha
rias was of the family of Ahijah. This couple had prayed for a 
son and one day while Zacharias was burning incense in the 
temple, an angel, standing on the right side of the altar of in
cense, appeared to him and promised him a son. "And thou shalt 
call his name John" (Luke 1:13). 

When Zacharias asked, "Whereby shall I know this?" the 
angel told him that he would not be able to speak "until the day 
that these things be performed" (Luke 2:20). Zacharias was a 
good man, but his faith wavered at this time. However, we can 
see from this incident that the work of John was to be of great 
importance. The angel announced the glad tidings of his birth, 
the character of his life, and the object of his mission. 

God's Purpose in Sending John 
The work of John was twofold. First, he was to prepare a 

people for the Lord. The angel told Zacharias that his son would 
"make ready a people prepared for the Lord" (Luke 1:17). After 
the birth of John, the mouth of Zacharias was opened "and he 
spake and praised God." Then he prophesied and, concerning the 
future of his son, he declared, "And thou, child, shall be called 
the prophet of the Highest: for thou sha1t go before the face of 
.the Lord to prepare his ways; to give knowledge of salvation 
unto his people by the remission of their sins" (Luke 1:76-77). 

Second, John was to introduce the Christ. John did not know 
Jesus to be the Messiah, but God had given him a sign whereby 
he would know him. He knew Jesus to be a righteous and good 
man, but did. not know him to be the Messiah until God identified 
him by the pre-arranged sign. In revealing this sign, God said, 
"Upon whom thou shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Spirit" 
(John 1 :33). 

The spirit of expectancy was great .during the ministry of John. 
The Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would live to see the 
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Messiah. Anna, a prophetess, "spake of him to all that looked for 
redemption in Israel" (Luke 2:25-38). Again, "And the people 
were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, 
whether he were the Christ or not" (Luke 3:15). The Jews sent 
a delegation from Jerusalem to ask about the identity of John. 
John replied by saying that he was "the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord" (John 1). Then 
. they asked: "Why baptizeth thou then, if thou be not the Christ, 
nor Elias, neither that prophet?" John's reply was: "I baptize 
with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know 
not; he it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose" (John 1:21-27). 

The Ministry of John 
John called upon men to repent and assured them that the 

kingdom was at hand (Matt. 3:2). He called upon them to be
lieve on the Christ who was to come (Acts 19:4). He commanded 
them to be baptized. It was a baptism "of repentance" because 
it belonged to and grew out of repentance. It was a baptism 
"for the remission of sins" (Mark 1 :4). 

The baptism of John was a new institution. His designation, 
"The Baptist," suggests the newness and the uniqueness of his 
baptism. The priests and Levites asked: "If thou art neither the 
Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet, why baptizeth thou?" They 
would not have asked this if baptism had been a Jewish rite 
which had been administered all along. Baptism, however, seems 
to be the only new requirement given by John. He did not change 
the existing laws. Those whom he baptized were raised up still 
subject to the law of Moses. 

The Baptism of Jesus 
Jesus had been in obscurity in Nazareth since childhood. Now 

the time has come for him to enter his ministry. "Then cometh 
Jesus ... to be baptized" (Matt. 3:13). It was a voluntary act. 
He came for that specific purpose. It was an act that manifested 
great humility; yet it was an event of sublimity and grandeur. 

John's humility is also seen. "Comest thou to me?" John did 
not at that time know that Jesus was the Christ, but he knew 
about the purity of his life and that there was something dif
ferent about him. He seemed to think that Jesus being baptized 
was incongruous with the purpose of baptism. But Jesus over
ruled the objection of John: "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 
becometh us to fulfill all righteousness" (Matt. 3 :15). The bap
tism of Jesus was an exception which was suffered and not like 
the baptism of others as to its design. Baptism was for the re
mission of sins, and Jesus had no sins. In this way his baptism 
was different and an exception to be suffered. Being baptized, he 
said, was becoming to him. It was becoming to him, fitting and 
proper, that he become identified with humanity in obedience to 
God's commands. "Jesus began both to do and to teach" (Acts 
1:1). 

The question of what act is performed in baptism should be ap
parent .. Those who came to John to be baptized were baptized in 
the river Jordan (Mark 1 :5). Jesus likewise was baptized in that 
same river (Mark 1 :9). Matthew says that Jesus "went up 
straightway out of tJte water" (Matt. 3 :16). These circumstances 
indicate that immersion is baptism. Why would they go into the 
water if immersion was not the act? The actions of John and of 
Jesus were rational; they did not act without reason. To have 
gone into the water for the act of affusion would have been 
superfluous. The word "baptize" means "immerse" and Paul 
later told Christians that they had been buried in baptism (Rom . 
6:4). There should be no great difficulty in deciding what took 
place when Jesus was baptized. 

It is interesting to note the important place occupied by prayer 
in the life of our Lord. "Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 
the heaven was opened" (Luke 3 :21). We find prayer at the 
beginning of the personal ministry of Jesus and we find prayer 
at the close of that ministry. It occurred countless times between 
those great events. If Jesus felt the need of prayer to such a 
degree, how much more should we feel the need for it! At the 
time of Jesus' baptism, the heavens were opened and the Spirit 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Is Conscience a Product of Education? 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

Most of my life I have been taught, and have then taught, that 
the conscience is NOT a safe guide, because it is a creature of 
training and education, and if trained wrong would lead one in 
the wrong direction. I am convinced that the statement is not 
completely accurate. However, it probably does little harm to 
state the conclusion that way, for the end result may be about 
the same. However, I care about TRUTH, whether or not it 
seems to relate to any practical difference, so I write this article 
in the hope of creating an attitude of continuous examination of 
pre-conceived notions, premises, and conclusions in the light of 
God's Word and sound reasoning. 

The truth of the matter is that the statement: "The con
science is not a safe guide "implies that which is not so in the 
first place-that the conscience tells a person WHAT is right or 
wrong, and thus guides him in making a decision about doing it. 
This is not sol That is not the function of the conscience, and 
thus, in that sense, the conscience is no guide at all! Rather, the 
conscience merely tells a person that he is innocent and com
mendable if he does the thing he THINKS to be right, and guilty 
and condemned if he does the thing he THINKS to be wrong. 

Let me illustrate the point in the hope of making it even more 
understandable. Suppose you are standing by me and say to me 
when I do something wrong, whick I knew to be wrong, "You 
should be ashamed of yourself, for you did wrong." You are 
performing the function of the conscience. Our language usually 
implies that the conscience says, "You did wrong," so it was the 
conscience that told me or taught me WHAT was wrong. That is 
not sol If the conscience be conceived of as saying, "You did 
wrong," it is not that the conscience taught us what was wrong 
that we did not heretofore know. It is that the conscience is say
ing, "You did what you already knew to be wrong. Thus you are 
guilty." 

Probably most of us who preach the gospel have believed and 
taught that, but have still tried to explain the situation by saying, 
"The conscience is trained to know what is right or wrong, so if 
it is trained wrong, will guide wrong." That statement is wrong. 
It is not the function of the conscience to know what is right or 
wrong, or to tell you what is right or wrong. Therefore, it cannot 
be trained to do that. One cannot train a .22 rifle to shoot an 
arrow! 

Many of us may know that the word in the New Testament 
translated "conscience" is from "suneidesis," which literally 
means "knowing with." It is translated "conscience" all 32 times 
in the Authorized Version. As far as we know, it is not used 
in any form in the Old Testament unless it be in Ecclesiastes 
10:20, where the Septuagint says, "Even in thy conscience 
(suneidesis) curse not the King." but the Hebrew has it "in 
thy thought (madda)," which means knowledge or under
standing. 

Although Vine seems to partly define the word as "that 
faculty by which we apprehend the will of God, as that which 

JOHN AND THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 
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descended like a dove (Matt. 3:16-17). This was the sign by 
which John was to know who the true Messiah was. The opened 
heavens and the voice of the Father enhance the majesty and 
grandeur of this scene. 
Oklahoma Christian College 

is designed to govern our lives," this is not an appropriate defini
tion, and Vine himself shows that he knows it is not, as he 
further tries to refine his definition. The faculty with which we 
apprehend the will of God is our intelligence, not our con
science. The conscience is that faculty which, when our intelli
gence has determined what we believe to be the will of God, 
condemns us when we have NOT done it, and commends us when 
we have. 

Speaking strictly, or properly, the conscience is not made any 
better or any worse by teaching. A conscience may be weak (I 
Cor. 8:7, 12) or strong. It may be defiled (I Cor. 8 :7) or good 
Acts (23:1, 24:16). It may become seared as with a hot iron (I 
Tim. 4:2). The defiling, searing, and the weakness are all con
nected, but they are not produced by teaching the conscience any
thing. Think carefully of Paul. Contrary to what we may have 
said in years past, Paul's conscience did NOT change when he 
was taught! When he was wrong he had a good conscience! When 
he was right, he had a good conscience! His conscience was 
neither sharper or duller by reason of teaching! If a man's 
conscience was changed by teaching, it would be able to tell him 
WHAT was right or wrong. But this is not the function of the 
conscience! The conscience only tells us that when we have done 
what we think to be right, we are justified or when we have done 
what we think to be wrong, we stand condemned. WHAT is right 
or wrong is learned by being taught, but that "what" is not 
learned by the conscience. One distinguishes WHAT is right or 
wrong by his intellect, reasoning, etc. That knowledge does not 
necessarily affect the conscience at all! The conscience is af
fected only when a person DOES what he believes to be right or 
wrong. All the teaching in the world will not make the conscieneo 
function any better I In fact, if you are taught what is right, and 
your conscience is good, clean, sharp, etc., it will say to you 
clearly, "You ought to do that!" If your response is, "I will not!", 
then your conscience becomes unclean, defiled, dulled, seared, etc. 
But it is NOT because of a lack of teaching! Your conscience 
was not what we taught in the first place. It is dulled by misuse! 
It is neither dulled by wrong teaching, nor sharpened by right 
teaching! It is sharpened and made more sensitive as one al
ways does what he thinks to be right, and dulled and seared by 
doing what he thinks to be wrong. 

A weak conscience (I Cor. 8:7, 12) is NOT evidenced by a 
man's assumption that it is wrong to eat meat offered to idols. 
His weak conscience is evidenced by the fact that, thinking it to 
be wrong, he may eat it anyway if he sees you do it. You do not 
change his weak conscience by teaching him it is not wrong to 
eat meat offered to idols. The way to change the weak con
science into a strong one is to exercise it by doing what you 
think to be right, no matter who does what, and by not doing 
what you think to be wrong, regardless of circumstances. This in 
no sense denies the value-yea, the absolute necessity-of learn
ing the truth, for "Y e shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free." (John 8:32). But it does suggest the truth that 
the "knowing with" of the conscience does not mean that the 
conscience causes one to "know within himself" what is right 
(which is the popular concept) and can therefore be taught 
WHAT is right, but that one already knows (or believes) a thing 
to be right or wrong. He "knows within himself' that he is 
guilty and should feel shame when he has done wrong. So the 
function of the conscience is the same, no matter what a per
son is taught. 

1700 Wyandotte Trail, Casselberry, FL 32707 
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Killing on Demand: The Mentality of Cultism 
RONALD S. EXUM 

What is it that makes it possible for com
mon ordinary people from everyday walks 
of life to become murderers for a "Jim 
Jones," or other cult like leaders. Stanley 
Milgram, a social psychologist, was wor
ried in the sixties about the mentality of 
the Nazis. He began a series of classic 
experiments that are now a part of re
quired reading for all general psychology 
students. 

In the beginning, Milgram was worried 
about the Nazis. As a result of his findings, 
he is now worried about you and me and 
even himself.a little bit too. Milgram found 
that by using an established "authority" 
that is "in the name of science" he could 
get some 65 out of 100 average American 
citizens to obey the "rules" of an experi
ment even when they were apparently tor
turing another human being perhaps to 
the point of death. 

Milgram set up an experiment "in learn
ing" that required a volunteer "teacher" 
to electrocute with increasing severity a 
"student" when the latter failed to answer 
a simple question. The first shock was at 
15 volts clearly marked on a control panel. 
Each shock switch was labeled and in
creased an · additional 15 volts. The last 
row of switches were well marked, "dan
gerous," and ended at 450 volts. The 
"ruling authority" a scientist in a white 
lab coat was not allowed to use any force 
to urge the "teacher" to keep shocking the 
"student" except to say: ( 1) "Please con
tinue with the experiment," or "Please go 
on," (2) "It is absolutely essential that you 
continue," (3) "The experiment requires 
that you continue," and (4) "You have no 
other choice, you must go on." 

Certainly, Milgram did not- overpower 
the 65'ft: who went all the way to the end. 
He did not have to brain-wash them either. 
The point i.~ they we1·e already brain
wa.<Jhed just waiting for "authority" to 
speak. Just one point of clarification, the 
"student" was also a scientist who faked 
being tortured but the "teachers" did not 
know that until it was over. The teachers 
were often apologeti.c and blamed the tor
ture both on the experimenters and some
times upon the student's own stupidity. 
Milgram's Obedience To Autho-rity, Har
per and Row, 1974 details his experiment 
variations and results. 

One thing seems clear, the principle be
hind Jesus words to his apostles in John 
16:2 are just as real today as when He 
said, "They shall put you out of the syna
gogues: yea, the hour cometh, that who
soever killeth you shall think that he of
fereth service unto God." Truly, Saul of 
Tarsus fulfilled in part these words. He 
was a murderer of Christians (Acts 9: lff), 
who did so in all good conscience (Acts 
23:1). Jews, then who thought God was on 
their side, killed without remorse those 
Christians who were in opposition to the 
cultic view of Judaism then in vogue. 

The brain washing aspect that Manson, 
Jones, and other cult leaders have picked 
up on is the "obedience to authority syn
drome" that causes persons of good law 
abiding backgrounds to be accessible to 
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"acepted authority." We instill it into our 
children and each other when we do not 
allow "established authority" to be ques
tioned. How can we intelligently practice 
the principle of Acts 4:19-20, of recogniz
ing higher principles than human law, if 
we are told not to challenge the validity of 
human laws? When elders, preachers secu
lar or Bible teachers, prayer part~er or 
soul talk leader holds his view to be above 
challenge then he is programing his fol
lowers to "obedience upon demand." Even 
benevolent Bible teaching dictators then 
are cri11plinn u.<J. God allowed Habakkuk 
to question His will. The honest doubt in 
the prophet eventually produced even 
greater faith. 

Blind obedience is not really the issue. 
Learning how to know and to think for 
one's self is the issue. The major part of 
the 65% of Milgram's testees were not 
blindly obedient. Even a good number pro
tested the torture they were inflicting upon 
the "student" but with as little prodding as 
has already been noted it was possible to 
keep them obedient unto the end. 

We need parents, leaders, and teachers 
who will help us to walk on our own moral 
feet. Help us learn by persuasion to be re
sponsible for our own choices and to make 
good choices. We need to be able to see 
even the Bible as ethical and not as simply 
a rule book. Discipleship builders who have 
a neurotic need to be needed will desire to 
be our "shell answer men." Our benevolent 
dictators will make us "answer to me." 
Our misguided use authority to get us 
to accept "my judgment" (Rom. 14: 1 Cor. 
8). When I read that youths are being 
forced to choose a certain date or directed 
to leave their parents home over Christian 
"principles" then I suspect both the home 
and the leader of using in the past and the 
present the "obedience to authority syn
drome" so as to have cost some youth any 
sense of personal identity and choice mak
ing. The youth is only a "pawn in the 
game." 

Ironically, both sides may use the same 
Bible. Both may claim the Bible rightly 
understood is our guide, but seldom is any
one acting in a tentative way in their 
conclusions. Seldom is personal· freedom 
of discovery and choice spoken of in these 
matters and we seem to have strong but 
fuzzy notions that obedience to authority 
is the solution. Discipleship on demand 
breeds killers on demand. 

There is a great difficulty in teaching 
ourselves how to discern between "au
thorities." When we read Acts 4 it all 
seems so simple. It was man against God. 
Everyone in our Bible class seems to know 
without a second thought "who was right?" 
Nobody tries to see the Sanhedrin's side. 
They thought they were right, too! That 
seems to raise a more difficult issue, a 
little harder for us to teach. The problem 
t~en is not simply God vs man, but "my 
VIew of God's will versus your view of 
God's will." That may not be so simple but 
it is a lot more down to earth! 

It is at this point that Milgram's work 
along with research done by Lawrence 

Kohlberg really illustrates the power of 
Christian thought (not that it needed 
any). Kohlberg did research on the stages 
of moral development that we grow 

·through in our life time. He found that 
there are six stages but that not every
one reaches the highest developed end of 
the spectrum. When his work was paral
leled with Milgram's it was found that 
those in the 65 percentile who went to the 
end were found to be all from Kohlberg's 
lower four stages and the majority (as 
adults) were from the fourth. 

Kohlberg's lower four stages reflect nor
mal human growth. The first involves 
obedience from fear of punishment typical 
of the first two years of life. The next 
period known by mothers everywhere as 
the terrible two's is a period of hedonism 
when obedience comes from pleasing one's 
own self. The third, is a stage of obeying 
others so they will like/accept me (peer 
pressure is strongest here). The fourth is 
the last stage for many if not most people. 
This is the legal stage. Obedience to law 
or rules. Rules are kept for rules sake. 
Since our culture is so legalistic most 
people including a number of religious 
people freeze on this level. It was from 
these four levels and predominantly the 
latter that Milgram's "killer's on demand" 
came. These are those who are under the 
"obedience to authority syndrome." These 
are the good law abiding honest citizenry 
who would never cheat on their income 
taxes. Now, the next two classes of moral 
development are also good folks, but they 
have a sense of higher principles than 
rules. 

Kohlberg's fifth level of folk's are those 
who put people on a higher plane than 
rules. Most of us would do this to some 
degree, i.e. break a speed limit to take 
someone critically ill to the hospital with
out any remorse for the broken law. 
Seemingly, Jesus' story of the good Sa
maritan fits into this category. 

In Milgram's experiments these people 
would not hurt others even though the 
41student" was agreeable or someone else 
'Would, or "it is in the cause of science," 
etc. These did not obey authority when 
authority conflicted with their values. 

Kohlberg's last level was the ethical 
level. On this level there are truths that 
are worth dying for or even allowing 
others to die for, but the truths must not 
just be true but be of more value than life. 
These situations are rare. Jesus has called 
us into this style of living where dying for 
others is standard procedure and per
version of the gospel and the truth of the 
Gospel are the only reasons Paul depicts 
as reasons others ought to be anathema
tized, or so it seems to me. 

In conclusion, Milgram and Kohlberg 
have made clear that dictators, even as we 
suggest benign dictators both in our homes 
and our assemblies certainly at some point 
in our spiritual development become our 
cripplers and not our helpers. Those who 
obey from fear need to be led it seems into 
love (Gal. 5:4). Those who only please 
themselves need to be rebuked (Tit. 1, etc.). 
Those who are men pleasers need to be 
taught (I Cor. 1:10-4:17). Those who 
think they are justified by their lawkeep
ing need to see their hope in the law giver. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Early Bibli(al Interpretation (4) 
STEPHEN E. BROYLES 

Barnabas and the Old Testament 

The short exposition of Christian doctrine known as the 
Epistle of Barnabas dates after A.D. 70 and probably before 
132. (Its author is not the Barnabas of the Book of Acts.) Al
though it shows a general familiarity with the Gospels and Pas
toral Epistles, there is only one short sentence that is certainly a 
quotation: "Many are called but few are chosen" (Barnabas 
4:14). The saying is introduced by "as it is written," but even so 
it could have been quoted from memory: the saying is memorable 
but is not quoted precisely as it appears in Matthew 22:14. Even 
though the author does not seem to possess any of the New 
Testament books, he is familiar with their teachings and with 
the normative Christian doctrines. As for the Old Testament, 
there is an abundance of quotations, chiefly from Pentateuch, 
Prophets and Psalms. Enoch is called "scripture" in 16:5, what
ever that may imply, and 2 Esdras, apparently, is called "another 
prophet" in 12:1. In 4 :3 a quotation from Enoch is introduced by 
the words, "concerning which it is written, as Enoch says." 
Otherwise, quotations given in support of doctrine are from the 
canonical Hebrew scriptures. 

The purpose of the little book is put in general terms in 1:5: 
"I am striving to write to you briefly that, along with your faith, 
you may have perfect knowledge." As the author .develops this 
theme, it becomes clear that he has several aims in mind: a) to 
admonish his readers not to become Judaized (2:10; 3:6; 4:6), 
or at least to explain to them why Christians decline to sacrifice 
(2:4-10), keep the sabbath (15:1-9), observe the food laws (10:1-
12, fast ( 3 :1-6), and circumcise ( 9:1-9) ; b) to show how 
prophecies and types in the Old Testament proclaim Christ and 
his cross (5:1-14; 7:1-8:7; 9:7-9; 12:1-11), and baptism (11:1-
11) ; c) and to explain how the Christians, not the Jews, are the 
true recipients of the covenant (4 :6-8; 13 :1-14:9). 

When in our own day we try to develop these aims we draw 
upon nearly the entire New Testament, especially Galatians, 
Hebrews, and parts of Paul's other letters and the Gospels. The 
author of Barnabas, however, attempts every one of these points 
armed only with the Old Testament. Since he must prove from 
the Old Testament that God does not desire observance of the 
ceremonial law but obedience to the gospel instead, his inter
pretation nearly always departs from what we consider the plain 
meaning of the text. 

Some of the prophets are quoted to show that sacrificial ritual 
has been done away: "'What is the multitude of your sacrifices 
to me?' says the Lord. 'I am full of burnt offerings, and do not 
want the fat of lambs and the blood of bulls and goats' " (Bcwna
bas 2:5 = Isaiah 1: 11; also in this context Jeremiah 7:22-23; 
Zechariah 8:17; Psalms 51:19). The literal meaning, pushed to 
its extreme limit, says just what Barnabas wants-but of course 
the prophets were recommending right sacrifice, not the cessa
tion of sacrifice altogether. 

In the other cases the literal meaning does not at all say what 
Barnabas wants. The sabbath and food laws are examples. He 
deals with the sabbath from the text which says that God made 
the world in six days and "on the seventh day he made an end, 
and rested in it, and sanctified it" (Barnabas 15:3 = Genesis 
2:2). By the well known device of making a "day" a cipher for a 

thousand years, Barnabas turns this into a prophecy that after 
the world has stood for six thousand years, God will make an 
end of it and then truly rest. Until that time comes, no one 
can rightly keep the sabbath, for the law says to sanctify the 
sabbath with clean hands and a pure heart (Exodus 20:8), and, 
according to Barnabas, no one can in fact do that in this present 
age. 

As for the food laws, Moses did seem to forbid pork, birds of 
prey, and fish without scales, but he spoke "in the spirit." ·There
fore he never meant that we should abstain from these foods: he 
meant that we should never associate with men who are like pigs 
in forgetting the Lord, like birds of prey in not working for a 
living, and like cuttlefish in their dark ungodliness. If the Jews 
misunderstood and observed these laws literally, so much the 
worse for them: they misunderstood because of the lust of their 
flesh. David, however, accordling to Barnabas, saw how things 
stood and himself wrote the same teaching in the first Psalm: 
"Blessed is the man who has not gone in the counsel of the un
godly (and Barnabas explains, as the fish go in darkness in the 
deeps), and has not stood in the way of sinners (as those who 
appear to fear the Lord but sin like swine), and has not sat in 
the seat of scorners (like the birds that sit waiting for their 
prey)" (Barnabas 10:1-10). 

For Barnabas the Old Testament also proclaims Christ and 
the cross. He finds types of the cross in Moses' raised arms dur
ing the battle with Amalek (Exodus 17:8-13; Barnabas 12:2), 
in the bronze serpent Moses set on a pole in the wilderness (Num
bers 21:8-9); Barnabas 12:5-7), and in the sacrifice of the red 
heifer (Numbers 19; Barnabas 8). Barnabas is most proud of his 
numerical interpretation of the men circumcised with Abraham, 
for in this ritual . Abraham "looked forward in the spirit to 
Jesus." The account of the circumcision in Genesis 17:23-27 does 
not mention the number of men involved, but Barnabas takes the 
number of Abraham's trained men in 14: 14-eighteen and three 
hundred. Now Barnabas is working in Greek, which uses letters 
of its alphabet for numerals. He interprets the numeral in this 
way: "See that he says 'eighteen' first, and after a pause, 'three 
hundred.' The eighteen is I = ten, H = eight. There you have 
'Jesus' (IH are the first two letters in IHCOYC, 'Jesus'). And 
because the cross was going to have grace in the The says 'and 
three hundred' (Tis 300). So he indicates Jesus in the two letters 
and the cross in the other" (Barnabas 9 :7-8). So pleased is he 
with this interpretation that he exclaims, "No one has heard a 
more worthy lesson from me!" But he knows he has not squan
dered it on his readers, for he adds, "But I know that you are 
worthy" (9 :9). 

In the Epistle of Barnabas we see a process at work which is 
not unique to any one age: an expositor of good Christian teach
ing supports his doctrine with texts from which he did not derive 
it. A mild form of the same thing is occasionally heard on Sun
day morning. For the very reason that the ways. of this author 
strike us as odd, we can see b'ehind them the humanity of a good 
teacher anxious that his readers' faith might be informed with 
the "perfect knowledge" of the true way. 

International Bible College, Florence, Alabama 
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Intense Belief 
Any formula for success must include a 

strong dose of intense belief. The most pro
found principle governing success also is 
the simplest. It involves the awesome 
power of faith. Jesus said, "If you can be
lieve, all things are possible to him that 
believes." One great student of success 
wrote, "Whatever the mind of man can 
conceive and can believe, it can achieve." 
.A Bible writer declared faith to be "the 
victory that overcomes the world." Faith is 
capable of transforming defeat into vic
tory, despair into hope, failure into suc
cess. The difference between negative and 
positive thinking is faith. The negative 
thinker says; "I will believe it when I see 
it." Positive thinkers say, "I will see it 
when I believe it." Faith is vital to success 
for three important reasons. 

First of all, big faith inspires big imagi
nation. As long as we dream little dreams, 
think little thoughts, devise little plans, 
have little vision, set little goals, and take 
little action, we will, of necessity, have 
little results. But when we dream big 
dreams, think big thoughts, devise big 
plans, have big vision, set big goals, and 
take big actions, we will, of necessity have 
big results. It is nothing more than the 
simple law that "as you sow so shall you 
reap." 

I believe that man can accomplish any
thing he can imagine himself accomplish
ing; he can build whatever he can dream 
of building; he can achieve anything he 
can visualize himself achieving. He is lim
ited only by his own imagination. The 
Bible says, "As a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he." The spark which ignites 
the success process is imagination; and 
imagination is the result of faith. 

Next, strong faith inspires strong desire. 
Desire is something everyone must have to 
grow. Napoleon Hill considered desire to 
be the beginning point for all success. It is 
the one quality which will produce all the 
other qualities we need to succeed. There 
is no replacement for strong desire. Every 
element necessary for achievement springs 
from our wants. 

Faith is connected with desire because it 
is that which inspires strong desire. For 
example, there may be something you want. 
Chances are, however, you will not want 
it nearly as much if you do not believe 
you can get it. Consider the youth who 
dreams of becoming an All-American ath
lete. He may want this achievement very 
much. Still, he will want it even more fer
vently if he really believes it is possible. A 
woman who desires a special career will 
desire it more earnestly if she really be
lieves she can have it. A young couple may 
desire a good marriage. They wiii want 
that good marriage with an even greater 
intensity if they really believe it is pos
sible. A businessman who wants success 
will want it more intensely if he believes it 
can be a reality. Strong desire is fed by 
strong faith. ' 

Thirdly, big faith inspires big action. 
Every great human achievement has hap
pened because somebody believed it could 
happen. Man went to the moon because it 
was believed he could safely get there and 
back. Roger Bannister ran a four minute 
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NICK YOUNG 

mile because he believed he could do it. 
It was because of faith Doc Counsilman, 
when 58 years old, beca~;ne the oldest man 
in history to swim the English Channel. 
Sir Edmund Hillary successfully -climbed · 
Mt. Everest because he believed it was 
possible. Andrew Carnegie built a multi
million dollar corporation because he as
sumed that victory was a foregone con
clusion. Thirty-five hundred years ago 
Moses led three million Jews out of Egypt 
toward Canaan bepause of intense belief. 
Noah built the ark, Abraham became the 
father of all nations, and Jesus Christ 
changed the course of humanity because of 
belief. Big faith leads to big action which 
produces big results. 

The Bible proclaims this truth in utter 
simplicity when it says, "Faith without 
works is dead." The point of these scrip
tures is not that "faith is better than 
works" or that "work is better than faith," 
bu.t that "faith leads to works." BELIEF 
PRODUCES ACTION. The bigger your 
belief is, the bigger will be your action. 
The bigger your action is, the bigger will 
be your achievement. Great faith inspires 
great action. 

Success waits for all who will utilize 
the power of faith. Its capability is ab
solutely .dynamic. It inspires big imagina
tion, strong desire, and great action. It is 
connected to every element required for 
achievement. Learn how to put the force 
of intense belief at work for you and it will 
pour abundance upon you for the rest 
of your life. 
2625 Lindburg Rd., Anderson, Ind. 46012 

My Dream DINO ROUSSOS 

Everybody has a dream and works hard 
to make it a reality. A medical surgeon stu
dent dreams the day of his first surgery. 
An archaeologist dreams the day of his 
great discovery. A Christian girl dreams 
the day that she will find the right hus
band and the day that she will become a 
mother. 

Everybody has a dream. Sometimes 
dreams become true, sometimes they fail. 
People without dreams are without hope 
and expectations in life. · 

For the last fifteen years my dream 
has been to see my fellow countrymen to 
come to the knowledge of the truth and 
find salvation in Jesus. 

Although the gospel was written in 
Greek first, there are few Greeks who 
have a copy of the New Testament and 
fewer who have studied it. My dream is to 
see a restoration movement to first cen
tury Christianity in Greece. 

Paul established New Testament 
Churches of Christ in Phillipi, Thessaloni
ca, Verria, Athens, and Corinth. But 
today we have only two small cong-rega
tions of the Church in Athens with one 
hundred Christians and a small congre
gation in Rhodes. 

Why, Why? What happened to the great 
churches that Paul established in Phillipi 
and Corinth? 

Unfortunately apostacy came through 

You Call It Chance? 
ROGER E. DICKSON 

There are about 100 trillion cells in an 
average-adult human body. Some cells are 
so small that it would take over 6,000 ar
ranged end to end to cover an inch. It is 
estimated that nerve ceUs can live as long 
as 100 years. White blood cells live about 
13 days and red blood cells about 120 days. 

A single red blood cell contains about 
280 million molecules of hemoglobin. 
Each molecule has 64,500 times the 
weight of a hydrogen atom and is made 
up of about 10,000 atoms of hydrogen, 
carbon, nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur, 
plus four atoms of iron, which are more 
important than the rest (H. F. Perutz, 
Scientific American, Nov. 1964, pp. 64, 
65). 
Each human cell contains 46 chromo

somes. In each chromosome there is what 
is called Deoxyribonucleic Acid, or DNA. 
DNA is the programed computer, the age
long blueprint of all heredity traits. DNA 
is contained in the nucleus of every cell 
and determines every trait of an individu
al, such as, color of eyes, height and skin 
color. These traits are locked into the DNA 
structure of every cell and have been so 
since the creation of man. Fantastic? Yes! 
Could this structure have evolved from 
matter by chance? You be the judge. 

The Mycoplasma hominis H39 is the 
smallest single-celled form of life known 
to exist. And yet it alone is believed to have 
around 600 different kinds of proteins. 
That is incredible! And that must point to 
something other than chance as its origi
nator. 

The structure and operation of the brain 
is still a wonder to man. How do brain 
cells work? Scientists have discovered that 
small areas of the cortex contain a mem
ory of all the past experiences of an in
dividual. When these areas are stimulated, 
the individual can remember and relive 
past and consciously forgotten experiences. 
A British neurophysicist, W. Grey Walter, 
stated that it would take ten billion elec
tronic cells, occupying a space of about 
one and a half million cubic feet, to build 
a facsimile of the human brain. Have we 
really evolved by chance? 

---------------------
the years and today the Greek Orthodox 
Church is the state religion in Greece. 
96% of the Greek population are members 
of this religion. 

What is "Greek Orthodox Church"? It 
is a combination of Judaism, Christianity, 
and Ancient Greek religion. Their clergy 
follows the priesthood system of the Old 
Testament and their priests during the 
liturgy (worship service) are dressed like 
the Old Testament priests.· They have high 
priests-priests-deacons according to the 
Jewish system in the Mosaic dispensation. 
Even their church buildings are built ac
cording to Solomon's temple model. They 
are divided into three sections: the 
pronaos, the holy place, and the holy of 
holies. The "Orthodox" people go to their 
priests for confession, in order to receive 
forgiveness of sins like the Jewish people 
did in Old Testament times. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

How true, as Bro. Steven Goad tells us, is writing an art. 
It can only be hoped that more attention be given to writing 
which concerns itself with the gospel of the grace of God. 

Bro. Goad, of Flint, Michigan makes some good comments on 
evangelistic writing. Thanks.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 218, 
Salado, Texas 76871 

Evangelistic Writing 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

Writing is an art. Few people ever master it. Even fewer de
velop the confidence needed to write about writing. Writing skills 
begin to take shape early in life. One little girl said to her 
mother, "I was the smartest kid in class today. I was the only 
one who could read my writing." Writing, whether evangelistic or 
otherwise, requires great thought. I remember the fellow who 
·submitted the play with the following notations: "Act one: Ten 
thousand years before the creation of man. Act two: Two weeks 
later." 

The three basic objectives to most writing are to persuade, in
form and/or entertain. Evangelistic writing should inform and 
persuade in an interesting (not necessarily entertaining) way. 
Not everyone can write. To his friend the poet said, "This is a 
very unfair world." The friend asked, "How so?" The poet ex
plained, "Well, for one thing, a banker can write a bad poem 
and people think nothing of it. But just let a poet write a bad 
check, and see what happens!" 

There are obvious fundamentals to most writing situations. 
First, one must have a practical knowledge of the language 
(grammar) in which he writes. Secondly, one must be motivated 
to write. A writer must be inspired (feel compelled) to write. 
There is a great deal of difference between having to say some
thing and having something to say. Thirdly, one must have the 
time to write, or at least take the time. Fourthly, one must be 
able to develop a thought, state it forcefully and succinctly, then 
progress to the next thought. Style isn't as important as message. 

There are specific fundamentals to evangelistic writing. First, 
one must have a basic knowledge of the Bible. Secondly, one must 
make abstract spiritual thoughts clearer and more defined. 
Writing, as with speaking, should never make the subject more 
obscure. Evangelistic writing must explain and clarify God's 
word! Thirdly, points must be made with exciting and graphic il
lustrations. Illustrations are verbal exclamation points which 
drive home the thought. An exclamatory punctuation is far less 
effective than the exclamatory illustration! 

There are two main types of evangelistic writing. First, there 
is the general religious writing of our books and journals which 
contain evangelistic overtones within the body of the main theme. 
For example, an article may be on "Church Growth" but the 
secondary thesis is soul-winning. Or another article may deal 
with "Visitation" or "Education" and yet have evangelism as 
the thread holding it all together. 

Secondly, there is writing directed specifically to the lost soul 
who is searching for the truth of God. This kind of writing can 
be found in Bible correspondence courses, tracts and other evan
gelistic materials and visual aids. This is probably the most ef
fective way of making evangelistic writing pay off in the fruit 
that God intended. Much, if not most, of our writing is about 
evangelism and not in order to accomplish evangelism. 

Most writers are their own worst critics. We must admit the 
weaknesses in our writing in an effort to improve its effective
ness. Too much of our writing (as with our preaching) is to our
selves. We are like the waitress who took an order and then sat 
down and ate it herself. We often write to the lost in our own 
journals which obviously the lost do not read since most of the 
brotherhood do not read. For years we have preached to the lost 
in our own buildings, with little growth to show for our efforts. 

Another criticism we must level at ourselves is that too much 
of our writing deals with "straw men" or nonentities. We often 
appear to create issues to write about and debate over (remem
ber, never end a sentence with a preposition). Just the suggestion 
might be all that is needed to create another issue to write about 
for a few months. We must learn to write about vital issues and 
life changing concepts. 

Another weakness is that much of our writing is gratuitous. 
Any thoughtful person can see it. Back scratching each other is a 
waste of paper and ink. There have been journals whose writers 
appeared to have .developed a closed mutual admiration society. 
Sad. Journals will lose subscribers under such leadership. 

A tragic criticism I have personally is that when some of us 
do develop something effective, we tend to sit on it. Tracts are 
for distribution, not for tract racks. Outreach articles are for 
mass media publications, not for "in house" papers. There are 
only two or three men who come to my mind who are notorious 
for their drive to get the message of Jesus via the printed page 
into every literate home in the world. 

Some secondary criticisms must include the apparent disbelief 
in the very things we write about. To write about soul winning 
and refuse to be personally engaged in the process is hypocritical. 
And there seems to be less and less expository writing among us. 
Also, much of what we read has too much soybean and little beef 
in it. Most journals have so strict editorial policies that rarely 
will two sides of an issue be aired. Why should truth be afraid 
of challenge? But we make it appear to be by our tactics some
times. 

Perhaps the most repugnant aspect of brotherhood writing 
which claims to be evangelistic is the "slander sheet." Many 
readers of my acquaintance have voiced sadness over those men 
whose main literary thrust is in exposing the specks in the eyes 
of others. Heretic hunters are having a heyday with their type
writers. I would hate to have my personal ministry known for its 
effectiveness at finding blemishes in the lives of others. What a 
tragic epithet it would be. 

We need more writers who will challenge our thinking and our 
lifestyles. We need more mc>n who scratch us with their pens 
where we don't itch. 'Ve need to have our minds sharpened by 
those who will cry out against ungodliness and shout forth the 
mighty grace of God. "Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
another" (Proverbs 27:17). 
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$2J13 .. 000 Plus In Orte Day For The Central Church 
Of Christ In Amarillo .. Texas 

auditorium which will seat 3,000 for wor
sh ip services with additional classrooms 
for 600 ini tially. The goal of Central is to 
have 5,000 a t tending the church by 1988. 

"Praise the Lord, we did it; we raised 
$2,213,169 in one day!" said Dick Marcear, 
Minister of th e Central church of Christ 
in Amarillo, Texas. 

The r econt excitement at the Central 
church of Christ was because the congre
gation broke the unofficial record for one 
day of contributions for a church in the 
United States. 

In July, 1978, the Los Angeles Times ran 
a story about giving in churches in the 
Uni ted States. The story ended wi th the 
Over lake Christian Church in Kirkland, 
Washington,. raising $1,650,000. Shortly 
after the article, Broadway in Lubbock had 
a one Sunday day of giving which raised 
$2,005,637. To the knowledge of t he elde rs 
and ministers at Central, t hat record stood 
until October 19, 1980. 

The purpose of the "Commitment Sun
day" was to raise a minimum of $2,000,000 

Cleon Lyles, P. 0. Box 664, ~Ion-il ton, 
Arkansas 72110, Oct. 15, 1980: In the last 
few weeks it has been my pleasure to 
preach in Summerville, Ga. where J ames 
Huskey is in his fi r st year as minister, 
Fulton, Miss. where Sidney Whi te preach
es, Huntsville, Ala. where Doyle Wells 
preaches and Prescott, Ark. where Gene 
Cloer is beginning year eleven. 

My next meetings wi ll be in Salem and 
Mountain Home in Arkansas, then Dumas, 
Texas and Wagoner , Okla. 

from the congregation of 1,600 members 
at Central to build a new auditorium and 
classrooms. The Central church of Christ 
has been growing at more than 14 percent 
a year for the last five years and is run
ning out of space. Everything in a four 
block area around the church is being used 
to house Bible school classes. 

The congregation plans to build a new 

Write or call coll ect (817) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Wa co. Texas 76710 

Strawberry River Farm 
A new novel about a farm family in north Arkansas 

during the early part of this century 

by 

WILLIAM KAY MOSER 
208 Pages of Pure Enjoyment 

$5.00 

Add 70 cents delivery and handling charge 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Box 610. Austin, Texas 78767 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 
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SPRING CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 12, 1981 

• CLASSES MEET ONCE A WEEK FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF COMMUTERS. 

• YOU MAY MAJOR IN BIBLICAL, DOCTRINAL, HISTORICAL, OR MINISTERIAL 
COUNSELING, PREACHING, MISSIONS, CHURCH GROWTH) STUDIES WITH ANY 
OF THE THREE MASTERS DEGREE PROGRAMS. 

• HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL IS FULLY ACCREDITED WITH SOUTHERN ASSO
CIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS. 

• HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMITS STUDENTS OF ANY RACE, COLOR, AND 
NATIONAL OR ETHNIC ORIGIN. ALSO, IN COMPLIANCE WITH TITLE IX OF THE 
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 1972, AND SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITA
TION ACT OF 1973, HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL DOES NOT DISCR IMINATE ON 
TH E BASIS OF SEX OR HANDICAP IN ITS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, ACTIVITI ES, 
OR EMPLOYMENT EXCEPT WHERE NECESSITATED BY SPECIFIC RELIGIOUS 
TENETS HELD BY THE INSTITUTION AND ITS CONTROLLING BODY. 

For more information, contact Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean, or Dr. Bill Flatt, Registra r, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memph is, Tennessee 38117, 901/761·1353. 
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MY DREAM 
(Continued from page 8) 

. The Ancient Greek religion has also 
mfluenced the teachings and practices of 
the "Greek Orthodox Church." St. Nicolas 
took the place of Poseidon (the god of the 
sea, the protector of the sailors). Virgin 
Mary took the place of Virgin Athena (the 
goddess of wisdom) , etc. 

The "holy water" was a practice of an
cient Greeks. The prayers for the dead 
with the memorial services and the dis
tribution of "seeds" was a Minoan practice 
in the island of Crete 1500 B.C. It was 
called "panspermia." 

Their worship system and their prayers 
are to the saints instead of to God the 
Father, His Son and the Holy Spirit, and 
originates in the pantheistic worship of 
Ancient Greeks. 

My dream is to preach the pure word of 
God that can liberate the hearts of people 
from believing traditions and man made 
religions. 

My dream is to plant Churches Of 
Christ exactly like the Churches of 
Christ that the Apostle Paul established 
in my country 1939 years ago .. My dream 
is to organize a Preacher's Training 
School in Athens in order to prepare Greek 
preachers to preach in .their country and 
to establish self-supporting churches. 

My dream is to see, before I go to meet 
m~ Heavenly Father, my relatives, friends, 
neighbors, and countrymen become New 
Testament Christians. 

What was Paul's dream? He says to the 
Ephesian elders: "I consider my life worth 
nothing to me, if only I may finish the race 
and complete the task that the Lord Jesus 
has given me, the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God's grace." 

In June of 1963 George Dumas, his wife 
Joan with five children arrived in Athens 
and started once again the good work that 
our dear brother Paul established years 
ago. George Dumas worked hard with sac
rifice and sincerity and brought many 
souls to the knowlege of the truth. George 
baptized me in December of 1965 and since 

then I had the privilege to preach his 
Holy Word not only in Greece but also in 
Cyprus, Turkey, Italy, Germany and 
Canada. Now I am a graduate student in 
Bible at Abilene Christian University and 
soon I plan to go back to work for the 
Master in Greece. 

We extend an invitation to those who 
are looking to find a mission field "come 
over to Macedonia and help us." If you love 
the Lord and you are willing to serve him 
in Greece come join us. If you can't come 
personally, support us. We will be glad to 
send you information about our future 
plans and dreams. 
Graduate School, Abilene Christian Uni
versity, A.C.U. Box 7721, Abilene, Texas 
79699 

---a---
KILLING ON DEMAND: THE 

MENTALITY OF CULTISM 
(Continued from page 6) 

Those who see humanity as all important 
need to see the greater truths of God. 

It seems that the must crucial point in 
our leadership then is that we persuade 
others so that they come to hold ideas 
rather than force compliance upon them 
because ''we know what is good for you." 

And finally, since earth-life is so sur
rounded by all sorts of authorities we 
need to learn to not take our own authori
ty so seriously that we can't allow it to be 
questioned, or else we may be training our 
own children to be the next cult of 
"Killers on demand." 
Box 101, Bronte, Texas 76933 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Christian con· 
tacts on Military lnstalratlons worldwide that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 
the past four years. This service Is free! 

Send their name, complete address, phone and military 
installation, if known, along with your name and address 
to: AMEN 

~ 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~ ~r~:~~ s~~~~~~.,R~~~. 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

American MiUtary E~angelizing Nations 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

COMMUNION. BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes.· Eleven wafers In the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplo(Yees 
Of: 

c_!':1aJ<cbes OJ= cbt<fst 
u~saJ<ance g~<oap • •··· ··~· • 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT ·PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. .. . . .. . .. . . .. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .............. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ...... $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
·(One Time Only) .. .. . . .. .. .. $25.00 · 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, .Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Serving the Need of 011r Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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MARVIN BRYANT ENTERS 
NEW WORK 

Like most, I have experienced several 
exciting challenges. In 1949, at the age of 
27, I gave up a promising career as an in
surance execut ive to become a student of 
theology so as to become a Presbyterian 
minister. In 1959, while s tudying at the 
University ·of Edinburgh, Scotland, I 
learned of the premise of restoration Chris
tianity. In J a nuary of 1960, I was baptized 
and became a part of t he Churches of 
Christ. In the next ten years, I helped 
to establish four congregations in t hree 
s tates and I worked for t wo of them for 
two years or more. In January 1970, I 
began the Restoration Leadership Minis
try whose efforts are to reach denomina
tional preachers with New Testament 
Christianity. 

I ::m now most happy and excited to be 
t he eleventh evangelist in the THREE 
UNUSUAL DAYS ministry. This special 
weekend ministry on g iving a nd motivation 
has been r eceived t h roughout the U nited 
States with phenomenal success-at least 
600 meetings are planned for 1981. The 
Sunday morning lesson on the g race of 
giving, raises the congregations weekly in
come on an aver age of 25 o/o . 

This unique ministry was begun in 
1975 by J ack Exum. Because of the need 
and the growing demand for this kind of 
meeting, fifteen men will be full time in 
this work by the end of 1981. Each evan
gelist is under the over sight of a dif f erent 
eldership and the several men are only 
bound together with the tie of love. I'm 
happy to a gain be a ssociated with the 
Druid Hills Church of Chr ist in Mont
gomer y, Alabama. I had the j oy of helping 
to establish this congregation when I left 
the Presbyterian Church in F ebruary 
1960. 

I a m now booking 1981 forward. Write 
or call Marvin F . Bryant, P. 0 . Box 808, 
Daphne, AL 36526, (205) 626-2222. 

---(}---

HOMECOMING FOR ANDERSON, 
INDIANA 

The Lindberg Road Church of Christ in 
Ander son , India na will celebrate its 25th 
anniversa ry on December 14, 1980 with a 
special Homecoming Sunday. "Heaven's 
Great Homecoming " will serve as theme 
for t he day. The Lindberg Road Church 
continues to be one of the fastest g1·owing 
congregations in America with over 400 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our child ren are in need of a christian 
cou;:>le who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibi lity. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retire ment, and children 
furni shed. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CH ILDREN$ HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

}.:>eople being baptized into Christ in the 
last five years. For complete details on the 
homecoming write: Lindberg Road Church 
of Christ, 2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, 
Indiana 46012. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

A Firm Foundation s ubscription makes a 
wonde rful b irthday or anniversa r y gltt. 

~·~--~~~~-a_n-.n_a_a.-...~ 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

1._ -·~-----~,----·---~·--· --·---:§~~~~.:~ _ __.1 

PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
Archaeology Confirms the Bible 
5 new filmstrips and cassettes to strengthen 
your faith L1 the Bible through a fascinating 

exploration of great discoveries in 
Biblical Archaeology. 

Written by B.J. Humble, Ph.D., Professor of Bible who 
studied Biblical archaeology under famous archaeologist 
William F. Albright. Each filmstrip runs 16-18 minutes, helps 
confirm the historical accuracy of the Bible. Beautiful full
color photographs, maps and artwork keep viewer interest 
high. Ideal for Bible classes and home studies. Belongs in every 
church library. 

Part 1 I The Genesis Record 

Part 2 I Ancient Israel 

Part 3 I The Dead Sea SeroUs 

Part 4 I The Life of Christ 

Part 5 I The Empire and the 
Early Church 

Order Now! 
Only$69.95 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing 

House 
P. 0. Box 610 

Austin, TX 
78767 

© Religious Services Company, Inc. 
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ROBERT AND DEBBIE MAHAFFEY 
RETURN TO NIGERIAN CHRISTIAN 

HOSPITAL 

Rober t Mahaffey, M.D., who 1·ecent ly 
completed a residency in F amily P ractice 
at John Peter Smith Hospita l in Fort 
Worth, and his f amily left from Atlanta 
October 1 for Nige1ia, where Dr. Mahaf
fey will work at t he Nigerian Christian 
Hospita l. The 75-bed hospi tal , adjacent to 
the campus of Unicha Ngwa Bible Train
ing College, is the only modern medica l 
facili ty serving a population of 100,000. 

The physician will join R. Maurice 
Hood, M.D., an Austin, Texas, surgeon 
who in December will complete a six
month tour of duty at lhe facility, estab
lished in 1965 by missionaries. 

Accompanying Mahaffey is his wife, the 
former Debbie Russell, a nd lheir four 
chi ldren, Arden Myrth, 6 ; Timothy 
Charles, 4 ; Mari-Etta Elizabeth, 2; a nd 
Daniel Andrew, 2 months. 

Mahaffey r eceived his medical t r a ining 
a t University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School in Dallas, g radua ting in 
1977. 

He was active in the Rosemont Church 
of Christ, Fort Worth, Texas, as a dea
con, serving the youth, teaching the high 
school class, teaching new conver ts and 
helpinsr medically with t he Christ Haven 
Orphan's Home. 

Dr. R. Maurice Hood will complete six 
months' service at the Nigerian Chris tian 
Hospi ta l and return to the U ni ted S tates 
in December, 1!l80. When Dr. Hood leaves, 
Dr. Robert Mahaffey w ill be t he only 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

WANTED 
Minister - Laurel, Mississippi 

Church of Christ 
Age 35-50 - Married 

Mature ind ividual with proven 
leadersh ip, experienced, references 

required. 
Salary negotiable 

Congregation approximately 120 in 
community of 2S,OOO people. 

Write to: 
Laurel Church of Christ 

2830 Audubon Drive 
Laurel, Miss iss ippi 39440 

ATIN: Preach Search 

doctor serving at t he 75-bed hospi tal. A 
Christian doctor is needed to replace Dr . 
H ood and serve at the NCH with Dr. 
Mahaffey. 

Bryant, 40 Dalewood, Searcy, AR 72143 or 
Henry F a rrar, Rt . 4, Searcy, AR 72143. 

How mony relig ious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? For fu r ther information contact : Rees 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Li fe, Reti rement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 8 17/535-1801-817 / 429·1403 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 
-

Regular 
Thumb 

Indexed 

$7.95 

$8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and updaJting of the 
the greatest standard work in the Bible 
Dictionary :field-the :fir S't in 25 years. 
AND witlh t he exception of six writers, 
aB t he scholars who contributed to this 
book ar e members of the churches of 
Ohrist. A few are Batsell Barrett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Craig, Douglas Dean, 
Carroll Ellis, Homer Hailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jiack Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitch ell, Neale Pryor, J . W. Roberts, 
J . D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many others . 

Every Chr istian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

- - - - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Aus tin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $---------------- · Please send ---------- copies of Smith's 
New Bible Dictiona1·y at 0 $7.95 regular or 0 $8.95 thtimb
mdexed, plus 8% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name --------------------------------------------- -----

Address ------------- ---------------------------------- - -
C~Y------------------------ S~te ____________ Zip _______ _ 

••••••••••••• ••••• •••• •••••• ••••••• ••••• •••• •••••• ••••••• •• ••• •••••••••••••••••••• •••• 
I Sundey th rough Wodnosdoy Congrogstlonel : 
I e 
: u SINGING EMPHASIS \IVORKSHOPS" : 
1 (550 conducl ed In lhlrty sl&l es from coasllo coasl.) • 

: Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanica lly, Aesthetically and Spiritually : 

: S44urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104, Norcross, Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : : .............. . ... ... .. .......•..••....................... ..... ..•.. ... ... ... .......• ] 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE PAPER.U.\CK :\IARKET 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS. 0. H. Ta
bor. Western Christian Foundation, 
$3.00. 

Brother Tabor has recently published a 
beautiful set of books, each containing 
approximately 40 lessons based on the 
New Testament. The six volumes cover 
the entire New Tes tament with true or 
f alse questions cove ring one chapter per 
lesson. The entire set, covering the New 
Testament sells for $18. It is some of the 
finest Bible study material we have seen. 
No one can· go through these booklets, an
swering the questions in each chapter 
without coming out with a thoro ugh 
knowledge of the New Tes tament. We 
predict this to be a most popular series. 
As a private s tudy guide it is superb. 

THE LORD'S OWN CHURCH. Harvey 
Childress. Firm F oundation . 89 p., 
$1.50. 

This is the thi rd in Harvey Childress' 
series of programmed learning study 
books. Users of the series are finding 
them excellent teaching tools. Patterned 
after the fast. learning courses developed 
in the military and in indus try, these books 
provide a leading question, script ural ref
erences for finding the answer, and t hen 
the correct answer. The answer is covered 
by a reading s hield un t il the student docs 
his text wor k and chooses his answer; 
then he removes the s hield to test the cor
rectness of his answer. Eas y to use. Ef
fective. Excellent personal study or class 
study material. This one deals with the 
Lord's own chut·ch-not a denomination; 
not a sectm·ian organiza tion; but, the un
denominational church of the Bible. Ex
cellent for mission work or class work ot· 
individual s tudy. 

'Vhen sending a book for review m these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All books re,•iewed horc may be purc.hased 
from the Firm Foundntion Publis hing Rouse. 
P lease add 70c for postn~e nnd handling on 

orders of S5.00 or less; 8% on orders o.-er 55. 00. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard 1\Iullens, Administrator 
Christian l\linis le rs Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Chm·ches of Clwist 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT~EPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

i.!.rt u5 hr.1r 
tilt' ronrhtsion 
of thr \.UIJolr 
111.1 til' r lfl'.ll' 
l!~ob .111l1 l;rrp 
!! )(5 (llllllll.lllll 
llll'll l5 . for 1111£ 
ts t IJr tuholr 
but I' otm.1n. 

"Scripture 
on Redwood" 

6.95 ea. A perfecc Christian Gifc 

Choice of: 0 Eli. 12:13 O 23rd Psalm 
0 John 3:16 0 Acts 2:38 

on beautiful California redwood 
Approx. 6" x 9" Satin Finish 

Send 6.95 co OTTS SIGN SHOP 
429 \'il. Yosemite, Manteca, Ca. 95336 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL 
~.n( .. ICJ:""C the '~•r l. ChurchofCht~\thno~r·t~Aif't ht•u School ,...,.-- D ~ r 
~~;~~~~~:~'Ct,~,~~~~n~l~~~t!IJ;::t~~~~~~~~~~~n~ "" ~ 
da)-t,rt' through grildt" S, butt he- nrw fn•ht•~ m.ade f)()\\lble by th1\ 
bond progr.Jm ~•II pt'rm•t exJWin\ton thro ugh gr•dr8 Bond •nform.Jt•o n 
Pol)\ llt'lt, lOh,, II"-. D,attd.\U rch 1, 1980 Due Senilly. M,uuung 6 mon th\ to 
IS H''oll\ Otf~rmgm~ b-t prCKp«"lu\Only /(~ptu,pNtu•'"'"'•~Mt.Jt .. .,, .. ,., 1 

'''ut\ ,._,hniChmt 'tl ~r..,.,h t(ud '~~r\. Ot-f, • .,..,., t 'l'll •J011H~·l111 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 25, 1980 



c s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate confU"C&'atlons 

advertisin&' meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
.acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINA\VA, JA.PAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvin~r St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0536. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
SI>iritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubiiD Road 

Plen8aDtoD, Cnllfornln 94560 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW\VORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15556 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them·----------~~~~--~~~~---
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 4 73-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGH~T:= • .=,;W;;.:.ay_n_e--=s=-=te-phens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
llonterre)', ltle:xlco1 Ave. FuDdlcloDes 108 

"A" OTE. Frac:c:. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evan&"ellsta 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 
FOR SALE-48 17lh foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dart( finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston. Texas 77017. 
Phone (718) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday class~. 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mob~le 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out wr1te 
Church of Christ, 425 Central Ave., W. Hwy. 70, 
Safford, Arizona 85546. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. Morgan Ave,. 
u.s. 400 East Oppoalte K-ltlnrt. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40GO. 

WE ltEBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Chrl•t. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want ToB.uy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76639-512-932-3333. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lcnthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 
VUJUA, ARIZ .. 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregation 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ. P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista. Colorado 81211. 
Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made, wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 405-643-2243 or write. The 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
FOR SA·LE: %" Panasonic NV 9200 Video Cassette 
Recorder: CT 911 VA Panasonic 19" TV /monitor; 
CG-832 Video Data Systems character generator. 
Church of Christ, Beardstown, IL 62618. Call: 217-
323-2572. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lAJ Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Dir=ec::.:t:.:,o-=-"r)"==-=-=-==~::-------

NORTHEAST MISSION TEAM 
At Williamstown Bible College, we emphasize thp 
tenm concept in missions. A team is now forming 
for Northeast, USA. The place Is still to be selected. 
Congregations interested in overseeing and/or sup. 
porting this team should contact: Dr. D. Dewayne 
Davenport, Head, Dept. of Church Growth/Evangel
ism, WBC, Williamstown, WV 26187. 

James Shahan (minister) 
300 Heritage Dr .. Warner Robins, GA. 31093 

REACH OUT 
Sophisticated electronic telephone Evangelist Per
sonal Message can be phoned to 1000 homes per day, 
30,000 per month. Promote meetings, VBS, BCC 
personal evangelism, etc. Phone: 912-923-0438 or 
912-929-0665. . 
The Albuquerque Christian Children's Home is 
looking for a dedicated couple to employ us relief 
house parents. Contact AI Maxey, Superintendent. 
Rt. 3, Bx 3020A, A·lbuquerque, N.M. 87105 or call 
505-898-5520. 
CHURCH BUSEs--New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Expt>rlence fn bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 39 09 E. Overton Rd.. Dallas, TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 
"Van Needed: Our young people leave our small 
area as they enter the job market. When they leave 
we want them to be as spiritually prepared as we 
can get them. A 12-15 passenger van is central to 
our efforts. We want our children to really be 
involved in every youth rally we can get them to. 
But, we need outside help. If you can pledge a con
tribution or know of a congregation willing to 
contribute a van. please write: Church of Christ, 
Box 65, Farris, OK 74542." 
WANTED: Bound Volumes of "Minister's Monthly." 
Keith Price, 79 Westgate. Brattleboro, VT. 05301. 
-PREACHER Av:An:A.BJ.E JANUARYFIRST---:" 
Possessing genuine leadership qualities with back
ground in educational management. Sound In faith 
with no hobbies. Forty-nine years old and married. 
Children grown. No financial problems. Desire work 
with congregations interested in sound study 
growth. Write: Will Moyer, SSR/Box 46, Weather
ford, Tx. 76086. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success conv~rt
ing souls. Trainint:r condurted at your location. 
Contact RQbert Kirtley, Evangelist, Church of 
Christ, 344 N. W. Wintercrest. Burleson, TX 76028. 
Phone 817-295-1985. 
PREACHER need·s.::: ~r-e""li-ef,.-,:f-ro_m......,1""8""~7""-:J~o-nn-.----::C:-oo.ll-at-:-e-r-,al 
$17.000 Real Estate Contract: $11,000 Mobile Home 
Contract, $3,000 Church bonds. Need a $13,000 loan 
(@ 12%-15 yenr basis. Write Preacher, Box 3182, 
Bellevue, Wn. 98009. 

llouseparents Needed 
Call collect or write Homecrest Children's Home, 
P.O. Box 725, Kennett, MO 63867. Phone 814 
888-5974 or 314 888-2475. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FouDdotloD 
tries to •ereen ndverilalnp:, aDd will Dot 
kDowlngly tnke questlonnbl~ ndvertlalng • 
But It Is the render's respoD8Iblllty to ID
veatlgate. Like nny other paper, w~ aome
tlmes ut wlttlnp:ly ruD aD unworthy ad. 
As the old sn,.-lng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvestl"ntel 

FHC LECTURESHIP SET IN 
FEBRUARY 

The 1981 Freed-Hardeman College 
Lectureship has been scheduled for the 
week of Feb. 2-6, according to William 
Woodson, Chairman of the Bible Depart
ment and Lectureship director. 

The theme for the Annual lectureship 
will be "Church Growth-A Blueprint For 
Stronger Churches." 

Key speakers will be Batsell Baxter, Ira 
North, Leon Barnes and Flavil Nichols. 
Others will include Shawn Jones, Stephen 
North, Joey Ivey, Franklin Camp and 
Winford Claiborne. 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

located 21h miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND "ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAl ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7112 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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NeW! Announcing the Baxter Personal 
Work Series to help make every Christian 
an effective personal worker. 
Why and How to be a 
New Testament Christian 
Three effective half-hour studies: 

Pan l I Jesus: Great Man, Fraud, or 
Son of God? 

Part 2 / The Bible: God's Plan for 
Our Salvation 

Pan 3 / The Church: How It Makes Us 
the Family of God 

Complete with: 

• 3 full-colo r, 30-minute filmstrips. 

• 3 matching cassettes with sound track 
for manual projectors on one side, 
sound track for automatic projectors 
on the other side. 

• 3 booklets with printed scripts and 
ideas for effective use of each filmstrip. 

• Personal Worker 's Manua l with 
motivation and inspirational material 
to help the personal worker. 

Batsell Barrell Baxter , minister, radio a nd televi
sion evangelist and Christian educator, has been 
preaching God's Word for nearly half a century. 
This new personal work series is a product of that 
experience a nd dedication. 

So easy to use! Ideal for experienced 
personal workers or for Christia ns 
making their first home study. Brother 
Baxter thoroughly covers a ll your 
prospect needs to know about Christ , the 
Bible and the church, to become a 
Christian. 

So unusual! Baxter leads a young couple 
on the screen through a fascinating 
3-pan study. Your prospect moves along 
wi th them on the road to accepting 
Christ. T he selling a lmost puts your 
prospect in the picture. 

So complete! Everything the personal 
worker needs to lead a person to Christ 
by covering all the subjects necessary for 
conversion. 

Designed for conversions! This new 
series is designed so the personal worker 
may inject as much or as li ttle of his own 
material as he may desire. Baxter asks 
the questions you usually worry about 
when and how to ask. 

Viewer-centered realism 
for greater personal 
involvement and more 
effective teaching. 

Your prospects can identify with the couple on 
the screen as Baxter leads them to accepting C hrist 
in baptism. 

9 ways the new Baxter 
Personal Work Series can 
help your personal 
evangelism and teaching: 
I I Helps you set up more home st1.1dies because 
viewers arc more likely to agree to a short study 
than a long one. 

The Babylonians lead the Jews into captivity. 

21 Gives inexperienced workers confidence to 
become involved in home Bible teaching. 

3 I Helps viewers arrive at a decision for baptism 
in the shortest possible time. 

4 I Reassures personal workers with a conviction 
of their own salvation. 

S I Uses the readiness of viewers to receive infor
mation by audiovisual means as a result of years 
of watching television. 

6 I Allows viewers to sec themselves, and their own 
errors, in the people o n the screen. 

7 I Allows the personal worker to be a learner 
with the prospect. 

8 I Can be used to help strengthen the faith of 
new converts. 

9 I Ideal for Bible classes, evening and midweek 
services, to reinspirc every Christian. 

The most beautiful full-color art work 
ever-fascinates prospects, makes your 
personal work more exciting. 

The complete set-3 filmstrips, 3 casseucs, 3 
script-folders, Personal Workers Manual, sturdy 
carrying-storage box-ready to go to work with 
you. ------------Order now- money back if not satisfied 
C lip and mail to: 

F h·m Foundation Publisldng H ouso 
P . 0. llox 610 
;c\us t in . T X 787 67 
Baxter Personal Work Ser ies. 
0 Send one set at $69.95 
0 Sa\"c $20! Two sets only $119.50 

Plus $1.75 per set postage and han
dling. Texas residents add 5'7o sales t ax. 

0 Check enclosed for $-------------, 

Name 

Address 

Cit)' Suur Zip ------------
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~AM IL~ON CHURCH HOST~ REUNI O N-The Park H eig hts Church 
1n H am1lton, TX., hoste d a reun1on for p reache rs who have preacheci for 
tho Carlton Church. Carlton is a nearby country community and for the 
past I b years t he smoll church in t he community has boon served by young 
men from t he Pa rk Heights Church in Hamilton. The Carlton Church has 
been a si"!nificont. influence on these young men by way of e ncourage ment 
and oxponence. L1ke ma ny other churches in small communities throughout 
the state, the Carlton Church has provid ed a special ministry in preacher 
tra ining. The reunion salute d the Carlton Chu rch and all other such churches 
who have helped young preache rs in this way. 

Pictured in tho photo { L. to R. ) : Tim Ba iley, C raig J ordan, John J ordan, 
Bobby Horner, Faron Kincheloe, Joe Tolbert, Danny Phill ips, Kendall 
Seidenstider, Larry Bailey, and Ricky Wied e busch. Not present were Billy 
Porte rfield, Glen Ed Gray, Scott Sheppard, and Ve nnie Gardner. 

Austin, Texas, Deeember 2, 1980 
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The Church in the Northeast 

Contrary to popular belief, the Northeast is not an 
especially hard mission field. In fact, some fine con
gregations are developing in New England. Someone 
has pointed out that it takes about 20 years to get a 
congregation off the ground-from scratch to func
tioning as an independent, self-sustaining entity. In 
most ar eas it takes longer. That seems to be true in 
foreign fields or at home; in the North or in the South. 
Location or culture seems to make little difference. 

We had an opportunity to visit New England again 
recently, and to speak for the Lexington, Massachusetts 
congregation, and for the church in Antrim New 
Hampshire. The Lexington congregation is a case in 
point. The Lexington church hosted the 1980 New 
England Evangelism Seminar and more than 650 
people were in attendance. That was a great gathering 
for New England. 

In fact, the Lexington church is an unusual church. 
It met in its own small building in Lexington until r e
cently. Outgrowing its facilities, and unable to expand 
at that location, the congregation rented a large Bap
tist church building in Arlington, an adjoining suburd 
of Boston, which they now share with the small Baptist 
group that meets there. This church has baptized 149 
in the past 18 months; 109 of them since the beginning 
of this year. The church is served by two elders, one 
of whom is Paul McNiel, one of the f irst Christians to 
go to the Northeast. Paul has spent 50 years in the 
Boston area and was instrumental in the very fi rst 
efforts to plant the church there. His hand has been in 
many efforts to spread the kingdom throughout New 
England. The other elder is Russ Hulbert. They make 
a good, strong leadership team. Kip McKean and Steve 
Johnson are the preachers. 

The congregation is located r ight in the middle of a 
cluster of about a dozen universit ies and colleges, in
cluding, Harvard, MIT, and other prestigious institu
tions. Education seems to be the chief pr oduct and 
commodity of the whole area. The congregation is com
posed of about 40% univer sity students and 60 % 
local fam ilies. In both sectors there is an unusual 
amount of ability and zeal. The congregation struggled 
along f or a long time with about 40 to 50 in attendnce 
at the beginning of 1979; then t hings began to fall 
into place. Work on the university campuses began to 
pay off. Experience in the eldership began to pay off. 
The momentum began to develop and 20 months later 
they have a congregation of 250. The elders are al
ready looking beyond the r ented quarters, which will 
accommodate only 600, to something better. 
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The enthusiastic spirit of the E vangelism Seminar 
indicated that all over the region things are looking up 
for the church in New England . There ar e other bright 
spots as well. Danbury, Connecticut is developing a 
strong congregation with an equally great evangelistic 
outreach. The church in New York City is beginning 
to blossom after years of slow growth. A preaching 
school in the state is adding to the native pr eacher 
supply. Good, live, growing works in at least three other 
suburbs of Boston are lending strength to that area. 
News of the selection of elders in a good number of 
New England congregations is hearten ing. The Church 
Leadersh ip Seminar recently held in Maine drew 150 
men from 7 states. The local people do not historically 
fall in quickly with every new concept that presents 
itself, but as New Englanders do become New Testa
ment Christians they prove themselves to be stable 
and faithful. David Tarbett and a staff of good men 
are beginning a new magazine especially for t he North
east. It is badly needed to bind Christians together 
and to sen ·e as an evangelistic tool. We wish it every 
success. 

In New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine churches 
are smaller, but ha,·e been in existence long enough now 
to develop some degree of permanence. In some places 
it seems to be losing ground, but in a great major ity 
of places it is slowly growing both in numbers and in 
strength. 

We would like to encourage brethren to take a new 
look at the Northeast. About all the sizable cities in 
t he U.S. that are left without a church at this moment 
are in the Northeast. There are still large cities and 
towns in great numbers where the gospel has never 
been preached in modern t imes. We now have inter
spersed among them a few weak and struggling church
es, but e\·en these could be a lot of help in lending 
strength to an effort to plant the church in any of these 
cities. Distances are not such barriers now as they 
were fifty years ago, and elders could go and fur
nish on-the-spot counsel and guidance that would be 
invaluable in the early stages of a new congregation'~ 
growth. Campaign teams could gain experience ~nd 
lend assistance. Everything fa,·ors our congregations 
taking a new look at the Northeast and picking out :1 

place there to plant a strong church. There is plenty 
of room for thousands of them. 
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..Missions and the Future 

The church's primary task is still to 
evangelize the world no matter what cir
cumstances and difficulties prevail. We 
are going to have to accept the fact that 
our world is changing and will continue 
to change even more rapidly in the future. 
The church must take stock of the world's 
mounting numbers, and the resultant prob
lems, and determine that in spite of what
ever the future holds, we will do what 
Jesus commanded. 

On the evening news of March 14, 1980, 
Walter Cronkite announced that the world 
population now exceeds 4.5 billion. He 
pointed out that it was not until about 
1850 that we reached the first billion, 
then, in about eighty years, we doubled in 
size to 2 billion. In less than half that time 
we reached the 3 billion mark, and in 
March, 1976 the 4 billionth person was 
born on planet earth. Now, in 1980, we 
stand at 4.5 billion with the guarantee that 
if the world lasts to see the turn of the 
century we will have well over 6 billion 
souls living together on this globe. 

What causes this "mushrooming effect" 
that will shoot us from four to six billion 
in the next twenty years'? Obviously, it is 
the fact that more are being born than are 
dying. This net increase will grow in pro
portion to the population, so that each 
year the rate of increase will be greater. 

There are also other matters to con
sider in the field of Demography. With the 
population mushrooming, will food pr~
duction increase at the same rate? It ts 
obvious that it will not, indeed, it would 
hardly be possible. It is at this point that 
many people "put their heads in the sand" 
and refuse to think about the problems an 
over-crowded and over-taxed world will 
bring to our lives. The Christian, of course, 
does not worry over these future prospects 
because he is trusting in Jesus: But he is 
concerned about the teeming millions of 
souls who need the Gospel of Christ, and 
so it is necessary for him to face up to the 
facts about the future. It stands to reason 
that food will become harder and harder 
to come by. Many are now warning us th~t 
the American dream, our horn of plenty, IS 

in trouble. America's source of so-called 
"cheap food" will soon be a thing o~ the 
past. It is already over-taxed. Higher 
priced oil not only affects our travel hab
its but it will inevitably affect every area 
of' our lives from the price of chemical 
fertilizers, t~ the packaging materials we 
use, to the cars we drive, to the homes we 
live in, to the food we eat. 

Some experts say that at any given time 
the total world stock of food would only 
last one month in the event all food pro
duction suddenly stopped. This fact serves 
to remind us of the potential of a world
wide famine that could result rapidly and 
without much warning. 

Presently in these Third World Na
tions about one-half of the population is 
unde~ twenty-five years of age. This is a 
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great factor in their potential growth rate, 
because most of their citizens are of the 
reproductive age. In the affluent nations 
many are also in this age bracket, but 
they practice birth contl·ol. For all prac
tical purposes the poorer Thir.d World Na
tions do not. The Third World will increase 
its population and the rest of the world will 
level off, and this fact must be taken into 
account by all of us interested in the fu
ture of missions. 

There are also other things that con
tribute to the growing influence of coun
tries in Africa, Asia and South America. 
In recent years they have experienced 
fewer famines and improved health and 
living standards. This is no doubt due to 
technology being slowly introduced into 
their cultures. We can only expect · them 
to continue to have a higher birth rate and 
lower death rate in the future. It is easy 
to see how all of this will affect the future 
of missions. Let the Church be aware! 

In this .decade the Church has a great 
opportunity to advance the Gospel in these 
Third World Countries so that as these 
projected events take place the Gospel will 
already be doing its work. Asia already 
has over one-half of the world's population, 
but the churches of Christ have less than 
forty missionaries working there! We are 
also grossly under-staffed in Africa and 
South America! Many fine young families 
have been trained and are willing to go. 
They cannot find church leaders who will 
send them out! A remnant within the 
Church is interested, but not until there is 
a general revival within the whole body 
will we even begin to do our job. 

We must not allow our own economic 
problems to serve as an excuse for passing 
up such an opportunity. Perhaps the Third 
World Nations will increase in dominance 
as our great country's wealth and influ
ence diminishes. If so, what has that to do 
with our Christian calling? Any real stu
dent of history should not be surprised 
by this suggestion. All great societies have 
come to an end after a couple of hundred 
years of dominance. It is not the Chris
tian's job to preserve Americanism as 
much as it is his job to spread Christianity. 
I am ashamed when I hear Christians inti
mate that with our present inflationary 
difficulties in America, we cannot afford 
to send out missionaries to evangelize 
other nations. We cannot afford not to do 
it! 

Therefore, the most important thing to 
consider about the future of missions is 
the need for a renewed heart and a 
changed attitude in the Church toward the 
task of foreign evangelism. Only when we 
become solidly convinced, Brotherhood
wide, that the New Testament Message 
must go out to every nation in our genera
tion will there be anything of significance 
accomplished. Paul made it clear that only 
the Message of "the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ" will transform and 

save people. He likewise made it clear that 
without this Message the world is lost to 
an eternity of separation from God. Like 
Paul, we too must be so convinced of these 
facts and so obligated to the love of Gad 
that we commit both our hearts and our 
pocketbooks to the carrying out of· the 
Great Commisison. 

The only thing we can be certain about 
regarding the future of missions is what 
we have learned from the past. Following 
Pentecost a handful of men, uneducated 
and simple men, went out preaching the 
Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
turned their world upside down for him. 
We cannot be satisfied that we have re
stored New Testament Christinaity to any 
measure until we too have this reputation. 
Honesty compels us to admit that there is 
a great difference in what they did and 
what we are doing. They had an excite
ment and zeal that literally jumps out at 
you as you read through the book of Acts. 
They wanted the whole world to know 
Jesus as Lord. 

What did they have that we do not have? 
How did this tiny group overcome the 
overwhelming odds of a hostile govern
ment, the persecuting Jews and the ridi
cule of the pagan Gentiles? We know they 
had the same God, the same Lord, the 
same Message, the same Holy Spirit . . . 
there is nothing that God furnishes that 
they had and we do not have! Why then 
did they do such a tremendous job of 
evangelizing their world and why have we 
been so ineffective'? Co";Ild it be that we 
just simply have not been making use. of 
the opportunities and resources which 
God has provided'? Our w~ak faith has 
caused us to be .distracted by world condi
tions so somewhere along t.he line we gave 
up the whole idea of reachbg the world! 
And when we gave up we became dis
obedient children! We need to return to the 
idea that it can be done. . 

What should the Church do about mis
sions during these troublesome times'? 
What direction should missions take? What 
can we do about the attitude of defeatism 
within our ranks? All of these questions 
and more can be answered by a study and 
application of the historical lessons found 
in the book of Acts. 

The direction of missions in our time 
can be turned around. What those early 
Christians did we can do because we have 
the same power behind us that they had. 

We are not defeated and our poor show
ing at present can be changed. Christ is 
our victory as well as theirs. . . . . 

In spite of economic and pohbcal dt~fi
culties and a mounting world population, 
we ha~e at our disposal the same power 
those early followers had, the. G?spel of 
Jesus Christ. The future of missions ca~ 
be bright, or bleak ... it depends on us. 
Sunset Church of Christ, 3723 34th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79410 
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''Men Spoke From God" (1) 

(Introductory note: We have a weekly 
meeting of all our Bible majors at Abi
lene Christian University called the "Bible 
Practicum," and Dr. John Willis recently 
spoke to this meeting on the inspiration 
of the Bible. I felt that what he said was 
so worthwhile that it needed to reach a 
larger audience; so, at my suggestion, he 
has put it into a series of articles for the 
Firm Foundation. B. J. Humble.) 

The biblical writers state repeatedly that 
they are writing God's words to men. For 
example, Paul writes to Christians at 
Corinth: "If any one thinks that he is a 
prophet, or spiritual, he. s!tould ackn?wl
edge that what I am wnttng to you IS a 
command of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:37). 
Again he writes very clearly to the Ephe
sians: "For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner 
for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles 
-assuming that you have heard of . the 
stewardship of God's grace that was given 
to me for you, how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have writ
ten briefly. When you read this you can 
perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ which was not made known to the 
sons of men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets in the Spirit" (Eph. 3 :1-5). Thus 
the biblical authors were quite aware of 
the fact that they were writing God's word 
to their audiences. 

Biblical writers also refer to scriptures 
written before their own works as God's 
words to men. A classic example is found 
in Paul's letter to Timothy: "But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned 
and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it and how from child
hood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings which are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteous
ness, that the man of God may be com
plete, equipped for every good work" (2 
Tim. 3:14-17). Further, Peter writes: 
"And count the forbearance of our Lord 
as salvation. So also our beloved broth~r 
Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given him, speaking of this as he does in 
all his letters. There are some things in 
them hard to understand, which the ig
norant and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the other scrip
tures" (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Here Peter refers 
to Paul's letters as scripture and as given 
by divine wisdom. 

Now if these statements of the authors 
of the books of the Bible were not true, 
there would be every reason to suspect 
other statements they make about matters 
which lie outside the realm of human ex
perience, such as life after death, the 
existence of angels or the devil or demons, 
the existence of and conditions for God's 
forgiveness of man's sin, and the like. 
Similarly, there would be then no objective 
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means of determining with certainty the 
truthfulness of anything they say outside 
the realm of observable natural and his
torical phenomena. 

There are strong ev1dences which sup
port the claim of the biblical writers that 
the Bible was produced under divine in
spiration. The staunchest advocates of 
plenary (full) verbal inspiration of scrip
ture, however, freely acknowledge that 
this evidence does not belong to the same 
realm as "scientific proof," and in the 
final analysis is to be accepted by faith. 
For example, B. B. Warfield (The Inspira
tion and Authority of the Bible [1948], p. 
218) affirms, "We . . . adopt the doctrine 
of the plenary inspiration of Scripture 
• •. because it is taught us as truth by 
Christ and His apostles, in the Scriptural 
record of their teaching, and the evidence 
for its truth is, therefore, . . . precisely 
that evidence, in weight and amount, which 
vindicates for us the trustworthiness of 
Christ and His apostles as teachers of 
doctrine. Of course, this evidence is not 
in the strict logical sense 'demonstrative'; 
it is 'probable' evidence." And J. D. 
Thomas (Facts and Faith, vol. 2, 1980, p. 
35) says: "Christianity will never be re
moved from the realm of faith by 'proving' 
its basic tenets to be final, absolute truth, 
but it need not be. It was meant for man to 
'walk by faith, and not by sight' (2 Cor. 
5:7)." 

At least five specific characteristics of 
the biblical writings give strong support 
to their claim to be divinely inspired. First, 
the Old Testament prophets, Jesus, and 
the apostles all speak with authority. 
There is no doubt in their mind that they 
are uttering the message of God to man. 
The Old Testament prophets repeatedly 
introduce their oracles with "Thus says 
the Lord." Speaking of these prophets, 
Peter writes: "First of all you must under
stand this, that no prophecy of scripture 
(thus referring to prophetic oracles which 
have been preserved in writing) is a mat
ter of one's own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by the impulse of 
man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God" (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Jesus 
says: "I have not spoken on my own 
authority; the Father who sent me has 
himself given me commandment what to 
say and what to speak" (John 12:49). And 
Paul writes to the Thessalonians: "And 
we also thank God constantly for this, 
that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it 
not as the word of men but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is at 
work in you believers" (1 Thess. 2 :13). 

Second, men of God uttered many pre
dictions of the future which were ful
filled. Several passages in Isaiah 40-55 
emphasize that only the one true God can 
predict the future and cause what he pre
dicts to come to pass. The Lord cries out 
to the false gods of the nations: 

"Tell us what is to come hereafter, that 
we may know that you are gods" (lsa. 
41 :23). 

Again, the Lord describes himself in this 
way: 

"I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is none like me, de
claring the end from the beginning and 
from ancient times things not yet done" 
(lsa. 46:9-10). 

A specific example of a prediction which 
was fulfilled appears in Joshua 6:26. After 
the Israelites destroy the city of Jericho, 
Joshua pronounces this curse: "Cursed 
before the Lord be the man that rises up 
and rebuilds this city, Jericho. 

"At the cost of his first-born shall he 
lay its foundation, and at the cost of his 
youngest son shall he set up its gates." 

Several hundred years later, during the 
reign of Ahab in North Israel, "Hiel of 
Bethel built Jericho; he laid its foundation 
at the cost of Abiram his first-born, and 
set up its gates at the cost of his youngest 
son Segub, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spoke by Jpshua the son of 
Nun" (I Kings 16:34). Other cases of ful
filled prophetic predictions include the· pre
diction of the suffering servant in Isaiah 
52: 13-53:12 fulfilled in Christ (see Acts 
8 :30-35), the predictions concerning Tyre 
in Ezekiel 26-28, and concerning Babylon 
in Isaiah 13-14. 

Third, the message of the Bible is har
monious and consistent throughout, in 
spite of the fact that it was written over 
a span of several centuries by a number 
of writers in three different languages: 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Because of 
the needs of the various audiences ad
dressed, one book or section may emphasize 
one aspect of truth and another book or 
section another, but when these various 
parts are compared, there is no contra
diction but a well-balanced unity. 

Fourth, the biblical writers present an 
unbiased view of their heroes in light of 
the divinely-guided purposes which they 
had in mind in writing. For example, the 
author or authors of 1 and 2 Samuel relate 
how David spared Saul's life on two oc
casions when he had an excellent oppor
tunity to kill him (1 Sam. 24; 26), but they 
also record his adultery with Bathsheba 
and the plot to have Uriah killed (2 Sam. 
11). 

Fifth, the Bible contains incredible in
sights into the nature of man, the created 
world, and the character of life on earth. 
He who lives according to the biblical 
teachings soon realizes that both life itself 
and the scriptures are the product of one 
and the same personality. 

These five arguments provide weighty 
evidence to support the biblical claim that 
all scripture is inspired by God. The 
present writer subscribes to this claim in 
full. 

(To be continued) 
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Sermon Material 

Seed Faith 
WILLIAM C. DRIVER 

What is faith anyway? W. E. Vine describes it as, "firm per
suasion; a conviction based upon hearing." Webster says faith 
is, "complete confidence, trust." 

Jesus gave two startling lessons on faith. The first is in Mat
thew 17:20. It was because of the apostles lack of faith (un
belief) that they were unable to cast the demon out of the man's 
son (14-19). Jesus used this instance to teach that faith can ac
complish what is seemingly impossible. The second lesson is in 
Luke 17:6. The disciples cry "increase our faith" after Jesus' 
lesson on forgiving a brother ( 3-5). Jesus answers : "If ye had 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this syca
mine tree, be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in 
the sea; and it should obey you." A seemingly impossible task 
is made possible, by even a small amount of the right kind of 
faith~ 

(Brethren, I .do not believe in modem day miracles, healings, 
tongues, etc., but there is still a lesson here that we all need to 
learn.) 

We read many self help books today. Most, if not all, are 
designed to increase our faith in ourselves. They are intended 
to increase our confidence in our abilities .. The Bible is totally 
different. No man or woman has the ability or authority to com
mand a· sycamine tree to be plucked up by the roots and be 
planted in the ocean; then have it obey. Therefore, it is not faith 
in self; but if not faith in self, then faith in what or whom? 

Faith In What Or Whom? 
First and foremost, it is faith in God and Christ. Excluding the 

references to "the faith" (such as Jude 3 and Acts 6:7), every 
time faith is mentioned in the New Testament, it is in Go.d or 
Christ. The apostle Paul wrote, "And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 
2 :4-5). Someone once said, "little faith in a strong plank will 
carry you across the stream, but great faith in a rotten plank 
will land you in it." It's the plank that counts and that plank is 
God. Faith in him will carry us across all the streams of ad
versity, trial and challenge. I think this is the reason we are told, 
"above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicke.d" (Eph. 6:16). With 
our faith and trust in God, all the darts of doubt, despair, and 
fear will be quenched. 

Secondly, we must have faith in the ability to use the abilities 
that God gives us. This is primarily faith in the giver, not faith 
in the gift; but if you have faith in the giver, you will have 
confidence in your ability to use what He gives. Paul wrote, 
"Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly, abundantly above 
all that we ask or think .•. " (Eph. 3:20). Again, we are told, 
"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work?" (2 Cor. 9 :8). How many times do we lightly skip 
over these verses? How often do we forget these verses when op
portunities come to us to do good. We may cry, "I can't do it"; 
but Jesus says, "Oh, ye of little faith." 

Faith is the ability to believe and trust what, at times, you 
don't understand. Who understands God fully? Who among us 
understands his power? Who is it that understands what passes 
knowledge-the love of God? Yet, the Christian believes all these 
things. A young man announced one day that he would no longer 
believe. anything he couldn't understand. A farmer, overhearing 
the remark, said, "young man, on my way into town this morning, 
I saw some sheep grazing on a hillside. Not far from there I saw 
some cattle eating some grass. Not far from there I saw some 
pigs eating their slop. Not far from there I saw some geese 

eating some.grass. Do you believe this?" "Yes" replied the young 
man. Then the farmer said, "The grass that the sheep ate will be 
turned into wool. The grass that the cows ate will be turned into 
hair. The slop that the pigs ate will be turned into bristle. The 
grass the geese ate will be turned into feathers. Do you believe 
this?" The young man replied, "yes I do." Then the farmer 
asked, "but do you understand it?" "No," was the reply of the 
y~un~ man. "Young man," said the farmer, "if you live long, you 
wlll. fmd that there will be a number of things that you will not 
understand, but will believe." We might say, "I don't understand 
how I can accomplish this (anything in the Lord's work) but God 
said I could, and I believe it." 

Impossible Tasks 
The Smallest Amount Of Right Faith Performs Seemingly 

The example that Jesus gives in Luke 17 is that of a sycamine 
tree. This is not a sycamore tree, but a tree that bears fig like 
fruit. From all I have read, it is very easy to grow. All you need 
to do is take a cutting, place it in the ground, and it will 
sprout roots and flourish. Yet, even as easy as it sounds, who 
would be able to plant this tree in the salty sea and expect it to 
grow and flourish? 

The second example is that of a mountain (Matt. 17). Jesus 
says to his disciples that they could tell a mountain to be removed 
and it would remove. Can you imagine one of the apostles saying 
to Pikes Peak in Colorado, "be removed to West Texas" and it is 
removed to West Texas? (I'm sure that people in Texas would 
be thrilled, but I don't think people would be too pleased in 
Colorado.) 

Jesus' point is this: What you or I in our puny thinking 
process, think is impossible, is possible with God. Jesus once said, 
"with God, all things are possible" (Matt. 19:26b). 

What we need is a non doubting faith, even if it is only the 
size of a mustard seed. Jesus said that the mustar.d seed "is the 
least of all seeds" (Matt. 13 :32). Yet, that seed grows to an un
believable size. Someone once said, "the mighty oak was once 
just a nut that held its ground." With the right type of faith, we 
would have no problem doing God's work among the neighbor
hood, city, nation and world. The problem would be trying to hold 
people back who are "straining at the bit." (If you think that's 
a problem, that is.) 

Examples Of Seed Faith 
The kingdom was transplanted root, branch and all, from Old 

Testament Israel to the Gentile world. Who would have thought 
this to be possible? Can you hear the possible objections? People 
might say, "those· ungodly gentiles, those dogs, they will never 
accept the message of God." Yet the gospel was preached among 
the ungodly gentiles, so that Paul writes in Colossians 1:23: 
"the gospel . . . was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven." The faith of the early Christians worked what seemed 
to be an impossible task. 

I want you to meet a man who amazed Jesus. Tum and read 
Luke 7:1-10. Here was a gentile who believed that Jesus didn't 
even nee.d to come to his house to heal his servant. He said, "say 
in a word, and my servant shall be healed." Jesus marveled at 
him. The reason Jesus marveled is given by Jesus as: "I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." This 
is amazing, isn't it? Jesus found the great.est example of faith 
outside of God's people: Israel. Is your faith the type of faith 
that would amaze Jesus, like this Centurion, or would Jesus 
have to go outside the new Israel (the church) to find this quality 
of faith. I am confident that there are many examples of this 
type of faith in our brotherhood, but not enough. I would to God 
that every Christian show this quality of faith. That would be 
enough. 

Ask yourself these questions. Is your faith a weak and shaky 
faith or is it strong? Does my faith enable me to stand upon 
God's promises even in the face of opposition? Does my faith 
falter when the slightest wind of opposition arises? Do I see 
what God says in his word and then say, "I can't do it" or do I 

(Continued on page 7) 
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What Is Necessary for Unity in Christ? 
JOHN CARROLL BROWN 

Brethren have moved away from the 
restoration principle of liberty of con
science and opinion in Christ. Restoration 
leaders insisted that every person in 
Christ . had the right to put his own 
understanding of the Bible to practice in 
accordance with his own conscience. Where 
there were differences, each had the right 
to teach and defend his position with a 
view to convincing others. This right did 
not carry with it the right to force that 
position upon others. 

Yet these same restoration leaders in
sisted that in essentials there must be 
agreement. The motto was, "In matters of 
faith, unity; in opinion, liberty; in all 
things, charity." The charity (love) has 
often been missing when brethren have 
. disagreed. We still give lip-service to the 
motto, and are generally agreed with the 
principles expressed in it. The rub is in its 
application. We have never been able to 
agree fully on what is essential. 

With some, if they think a thing is 
taught in the scriptures, then it is es
sential. If one fails to agree, then he is to 
be excluded from fellowship as one con
demned, unless he repents. Generally, how
ever, the extent to which a particular 
teaching is deemed essential depends upon 
the "issue of the day." Thus, something 
that formerly was no bone of contention 
suddenly becomes a matter by which 
brethren must be judged as to soundness, 
and excluded from the fellowship unless 
they "line up." 

The problem is further complicated when 
men who are just as sincere, honest, and 
intelligent are . certain that the scriptures 
do not teach what their accusers say they 
teach. Which group is to be the judge? 
Self-appointed judges on either side of the 
issue can only produce division. 

So long as methods of determining es
sentials are imprecise, just that long the 
dissensions and divisions will continue. 
Some have taken their stand upon the 
premise that everything taught in the New 
Testament is essential. They fail to recog
nize that no man has ever yet, nor ever 
will, comprehend everything taught in the 
New Testament. There is always more to 
learn. Upon this basis they condemn them
selves. Who then can be saved? Every man 
would fall short of its requirements. Such 
a position allows no room for growth, yet 
the scriptures teach that we are to "grow 
in ••• knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Neither can it be said that a person 
ought to have mastered all truth when he 
ceases to be a babe in Christ. At no point 
is growth in knowledge to cease. This 
necessarily implies that every man will be 
mistaken on some points of scripture as 
long as he lives. Any basis of determining 
essentials that would thus condemn all men 
cannot be valid. We must abandon such a 
practice lest .we lose our own souls, for the 
scriptures are nowhere clearer than in 
condemning the divider and spoiler of 
Christ's body. 

But if some things taught in the scrip
tures are not essential to salvation, then 
how do we determine what is essential? 
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The methods by which we have gone about 
determining essentials have been, to a 
great extent, arbitrary and imprecise. It 
is axiomatic that any imprecise method 
of arriving at essentials will result in 
disagreement and ~vision. What is in
cluded in the essentig}s list of one person 
will be excluded from the list of another. 
But the most of us will depend upon our 
favorite preacher or editor to make that 
determination for us. The ones who have 
the greatest following among the brother
hood then become the official judges. When 
we must depend upon someone's opinion as 
to what is essential, the very fact that it 
is an opinion rules out that judgment as 
final law in the matter. 

Is there. a means, then, by which we 
can determine essentials that is not arbi
tray and imprecise? I believe so. Is not 
the Bible its own best interpreter? Then 
why not let the Bible itself tell us what is 
essential? Whenever the Bible identifies 
something as essential, we have no option 
but to teach the same thing. Such essentials 
are always taught in clear and precise 
language, and as a brotherhood we have 
never disagreed on those points. Passages 
such as Mark 16:16 link a commandment 
or doctrine to salvation. Such passages are 
sufficiently plain so as to leave no room 
for disagreement. When one argues 
against the essentiality of such command
ments or doctrines, he is found to be argu
ing against· God and not man,. 

On the other hand, anything which is not 
specifically identified as essential by the 
scriptures must not be forced upon breth
ren as a matter of salvation or fellowship. 
If we are ever to fulfill Christ's prayer 
f~r unity it will have to be upon this ·basis, 
because the instant we go beyond these 
points, disagreements and divisions must 
necessarily result. 

After urging brethren to forbear one 
another and to "keep the units of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace," Paul gives 
seven areas essential to unity in Eph. 
4:2-6. These areas are as follows: 

1. One Body. This is why we are told to 
mark and avoid the dividers of Christ's 
body. Rom. 16:17. This "one body" prin
ciple also condemns denominationalism. 
Any attempt to divide the body into sects 
or to establish any organization to stand 
in the place of Christ's body is a direct . 
violation of this principle. 

2. One Spirit. That is why we are called 
upon to "try the spirits whether they be 
of God." I John 4:1. "The Spirit speaketh 
expressly that .•. some would depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits." 

. The Spirit which has revealed the mystery 
of salvation, which dwells in and guides his 
church, is the Spirit which speaks to us in 
the writings of the apostles and prophets 
(i.e., the New Testament). Rom. 16:25-26; 
Eph. 3:3-6; I Cor. 2:7-13. 

3. One Hope. This is the hope in which 
we are saved, Rom. 8 :24-the hope of 
Israel, foretold in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament--the hope of glory as heirs of 
God and joints heirs with Christ--the hope 
of resurrection to life. When this hope is 

abandoned for a here-and-now, social gos
pel type of salvation which decries the true 
hope as "pie in the sky bye and bye," or 
when this hope is overshadowed by the 
hope of a utopia here on earth, whether 
premillennial or otherwise, then the one 
hope essential to unity has been aban
doned. How can we walk together in unity 
if our goals are different? We must share 
a common hope. 

4. One Lord. That Lord is Jesus Christ. 
He has all authority Any attempt on the 
part of men to usurp that authority, to 
make laws and write creeds, and bring the 
consciences of men under bondage to their 
decrees is a violation of this essential. Di
vision is inevitable under such circum
stances. Let the law-makers among us take 
notice. Our Lord is Jesus Christ, and none 
other. This is the Lord we each must con
fess if we would be saved. Rom. 10:9. 

5. One Faith. "Except ye believe that 
I am he ye shall die in your sins." Jesus 
is the center of that faith. Those who would 
deny the divine/human nature of Christ 
are denying the faith. J oh~ said that if any 
teacher brings not this doctrine of Christ, 
"receive him not into your house, neither 
bid him Godspeed." II John 9-10. This faith 
centers in the pre-existence, birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of Christ. Phil. 
2:5-9. To deny the divinity, or humanity, 
or resurrection of Christ is to deny the 
faith. It is the faith you and I must con
fess if we would dwell in God and he in 
~s. I John 4:15. 

6. One Baptism. This is the baptism 
which unites us with the one body, I Cor. 
12:13, and inducts us into Christ, Gal. 
3 :27-29. It brings us into the realm where 
we are all one in Christ Jesus. From this 
point of entrance into Christ, the realm of 
saving grace, "if we walk in the light as he 
is in the light," continual cleansing takes 
place. I John 1:7. Our mistakes, our short
comings, our momentary weaknesses are 
all taken care of in this realm of grace as 
we strive to walk, to grow, to study, and 
to serve as God would have us. Baptism 
is the act which brings to full development 
and birth our embryonic faith. Any at
tempt to set aside the one baptism is to 
deny all the unities heretofore named. It is 
essentially attached to the one body into 
which we are baptized, the one Spirit by 
which we are baptized, the one hope ex
pressed in this baptism, the one Lord who 
commanded it, and the one faith which is 
expressed and brought to fruition in it. 

7. One God. Capping all of these es
sentials is the one God who is father of us 
all and is over all, through all, and in all. 
He is the source, the planner, the one 
from whom Son and Holy Spirit proceed. 
It is inconceivable that he should yield 
place to anyone or anything else that man 
might exalt as god. "He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is 
the rewarder of them that seek him." Heb. 
11:6. 

In these seven principles is wrapped up 
all that is essential to Christian unity. 
Without any one of them unity is impos
sible. Yet to go beyond them and make 
anything essential which is not inherent in 
them is to usurp the lordship which is 
reserved for Christ. 
P.O. Box 433, Caruthers, CA 
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Early Biblical Interpretation ( 5) 

Interpretation Then and Now 

In previous articles we have viewed 
certain select moments in the history of 
biblical interpretation-the rise of the 
scribes, the beginnings of translations 
which were also interpretations, and the 
process of making the Bible speak first to 
Hellenistic Jews, and later to Hellenistic 
Christians. We are now in a position to 
make some general observations concern
ing both the nature of the old interpreta
tion and its value for the new. 

Obviously the old interpreters did not 
view their task the way most modern 
scholars do. I. L. Seeligmann, writing of 
the presuppositions underlying midrashic 
interpretation, says, "To the present-day 
philologist who wishes to interpret a text, 
the object of his endeavors is usually the 
product of a world which is different from 
his own. He determines the historical back
ground, the emotional atmosphere, the 
semantic and aesthetic means of expres
sion of the text in question, and he seeks 
thereby to understand the meaning of 
it . . . How different with the old-time 
exegesis I To anyone who has ever read a 
medieval Bible commentary or an exegeti
cal Arabian legend, it is apparent that the 
ancient exegetes, as a matter of course 
which to us seems naive, identify the world 
of the Bible with their own ... " Vetus 
setzungen der Midraschexegese," Vetus 
Testamentum Supplement I, p. 150). Like 
Renaissance artists representing biblical 
characters in the dress of fine Italian 
gentlemen, the ancient exegetes repre
sented them with the beliefs and concerns 
of their own time. To Philo, Moses was a 
Hellenistic philosopher, to Barnabas, a 
teacher of Christian morality, ·and so on. 
They worked in a flat perspective, with 
scarcely a thought to history. And this is 
quite different from the modern historian 
who wishes to read the text of the Bible in 
terms of its ancient background. 

Because the old-time interpreters did not 
view their task as moderns do, their net 
results were also different from ours. 
Early interpretation often appears to us 
not so much the exegesis (in our sense) 
of a passage as the use of scripture, ma
nipulated by accepted rules of interpreta
tion, in support of traditional usages. Who 
of us would ever have thought, as Barna
bas did, that all, or nearly all, Christian 
doctrine could be read in the Old Testa
ment? We have too much historical con-

SEED FAITH 

(Continued from page 5) 

STEPHEN E. BROYLES 

sciousness for that. And yet when he is 
done with the Old Testament, it is every 
bit of a Christian book. (We have to keep 
reminding ourselves that when Paul spoke 
to Timothy of "the sacred writings which 
are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ," he could 
only have meant the Old Testament-al
though the same must be true of the New 
as well.) In short, the ancient interpreters 
asked different questions than ours, and 
got different answers. 

Now I think it unnecesasry to enter into 
debate with the old-time scholars, even 
when we see that they were clearly off the 
track. Their errors are hardly the living 
issues of today. In fact, as C. S. Lewis has 
somewhere observed, we see their mistakes 
precisely because they are not our mis
takes. Besides, we observe the interpreta
tion of the ancients as guests in their 
world: it is unbecoming in a guest to criti
cize another's manners simply because they 
are different from one's own. 

The fact most striking to my mind is 
that modern historical methodology is a 
recent phenomenon, only dating after the 
Enlightenment in Europe.. Prior to the 
eighteenth century it scarcely occurred to 
anyone to approach the Bible in this way. 
It is hardly fair to assume that prior to 
1750 no one had ever heard the message 
of God to which the Bible bears witness. 
And yet if they did hear it, they heard it 
by reading the Bible in their way, not in 
ours. For in the early days, teachers of 
both synagogue and church-not to men
tion the writers of the New Testament
were innocent of the modern critical meth
od. And still the word of God came to 
them in the Scriptures. 

But one may say, "Surely it was wrong
headed of Philo to make Moses out to be 
a Hellenistic philosopher, and of Barnabas 
to see Jesus and the cross in the number 
three hundred eighteen!" Precisely so. We 
see that it was wrong-headed of them be
cause we see their methodology from our 
own vantage point. If follies there were in 
the old exegesis, they were invisible to 
those on the inside. Only when one steps 
outside does he see them clearly. 

This means also that if we could some
how manage to view our own methodology 
from the outside, we might find ourselves 
committing follies to which the old-time 
interpreters were not liable. Then we 
might return to our time with increased 

understanding and, as it may be, with in
creased humility. On these lines I wish to 
say two things. 

First, the historical method has often 
focused upon the Bible as an it. The his
torian of religion, or the professor of 
theology, or the plain minister looking for 
sermons to preach to other people, finds 
himself scrutinizing the Bible without 
being scrutinized by the Bible. By all 
means let us continue with assiduity our 
scholarly enterprise. But that is only half 
of the biblical scholar's true enterprise. 
There is good sense in the dictum of the 
great Johann Albrecht Bengel: "Apply 
your whole self to the text, then apply the 
whole text to yourself." 

Second, the modern historical method 
has made possible dramatically effective 
interpretation of the Bible by focusing on 
its historical context. Yes; but the histori
cal is not the only context Scripture has: 
it has also a theological context and a con
text within the community of God. Much 
modern interpretation ignores these other 
contexts, preferring the strictly historical 
arena. (There is one interpretation of the 
parable of the lost sheep which thinks its 
work is done when it has meticulously ex
plained that the sheep in the Gospels were 
probably not of the Arabian fat-tailed 
type, but perhaps of an intermediate breed 
with small fat tails.) Such study is fre
quently carried out with Teutonic industry 
and precision. It can tell us with increasing 
accuracy what the text meant. But for 
interpretation to be of service to the 
community of God, it must disclose more 
than what Scripture meant-it must also 
disclose what it means, and even, perhaps, 
what it has meant to others in other times 
who found meaning in its pages. For the 
study of the Bible is more than the inter
pretation of tattered codices that have lain 
buried for centuries: it is the interpreta
tion of a living literature that to the peo
ple of God has been sword and flame. 

We in the Restoration Movement have a 
great heritage in people willing to place 
themselves under the word of God. And we 
have a unique opportunity to bring that 
word of God to bear upon our day. Per
haps among us, careful, responsible study 
will be joined to effective, vibrant procla
mation, that the message of God may be 
heard in our time. 

International Bible College, Florence, Ala
bama 

stand firmly on what God said and say, "thy will be done"? Is 
my faith a growing faith or is it stagnant? 

surely there's a lesson to learn from all this. We can be the 
fastest growing religious body; we can take the gospel to the 
whole world in our generation; we can clean up television. We 
can do these things that seem impossible to some, if we have the 
right quality of faith in God. 

Brethren, there is no doubt that miracles have ceased, but Apto. 3003, Balboa, Panama 

7 [775] 



Paul's Prison Re(Juest 
ELMER PROUT 

Prisoners have all sorts of requests
better food, more recreation facilities, a 
pardon from the governor . . . Paul the 
prisoner of Christ Jesus had a request, 
too, but i.t was in a class of its own. The 
Apostle did not ask for any thing for him
self but for a new Christian who had been 
a runaway slave (Philemon 10). Paul's 
request shows us three very important 
things about the effect of the gospel. 

First Paul's request was based on love 
(Phile~on 8, 9, 14). In his position as 
apostle, 'old man' and the one to whom 
Philemon owed his 'very self,' (Philemon 
19) Paul could have commanded obedience. 
He could have taken advantage of his 
authority as a 'senior member of the 
church'. Any one of a dozen worldly mo
tives and considerations would have given 
Paul the 'right' to demand unquestioning 
agreement-that would have been the nat
ural way. 

But because Paul knew the mark of 
Christ's disciples-" ... that you are my 
disciples if you love one another."-he 
turned from worldly ways and walked in 
the footsteps of his ~aster. 

Second, Paul's request went against the 
grain of Roman culture (Philemon 15-17). 
As we read those words two thousand 
years later they do not even sound star
startling, much less revolutionary. After 
all, both the master and the slave were 
Christians, why should they not look upon 
each other as brothers? 

But when we remember the setting in 
which Paul made his 1·equest the explo
siveness of what he asked becomes clear. 
Sixty million slaves were living in the 
Roman Empire when Paul wrote this let
ter. As many as one third of the popula
tion of the city of Rome were slaves. 
Basically, a slave was not considered a 
member of the human race-he was a 
'talking tool' to be used as long as he was 
useful and then discarded as the owner's 
~aprice. With those conditions and that 
many slaves the masters were always on 
guard against an uprising. Owners were 
expected to present a· 'solid front' of con
trol and strict discipline. Runaway slaves 
were severely punished and usually ex
ecuted. The owners were not answerable 
to anyone since the slave was property 
rather than person. 

In the middle of that kind of status quo 
Paul wrote his request: "Philemon, re
ceive your slave as a brother . . . receive 
him as you would receive me." Imagine 
asking a master to forgive his slave! No 
Roman master would dream of such a 
thing. But Paul was not bound by Roman 
culture any more than he was bound by 
Roman chains. He had turned the world 
upside down before ( cf. Acts 17:6; 19 :23-
27) and for the truth of Christ he would 
turn it over again and again. 

Third, Paul's request could be made 
only in the kingdom of Christ (Philemon 
10, 11, 20; cf. Colossians 1:3). If Paul's 
first concern had been keeping peace in 
the Roman world he would never have 
made his request. But, as Philemon knew, 
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:Paul, along with every other Christian, 
had become a citizen of a different king
dom-the kingdom of Christ ( cf. John 
18:36, Philippians 3:20). From the mo
ment that he entered that kingdom Paul's 
first concern was not to obey Caesar but 
to obey his King, J es~s Christ-and that 
King had· said, "Here there is no Greek 
or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, bar
barian, Sythian, slave or free, but Christ 
is all, and in all" (Colossians 3:11). 

Since we, too, have been made citizens 
of the kingdom of Christ, let us dare to 
encourage one another to act in love in 
the spirit of that kingdom. And when that 
drives us against the grain of modern 
culture let us thank God that we are fol
lowing the example of first century be
lievers. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 

Can Buildings Help Churches? 
DON VINZANT 

Yes! Of course buildings can help 
churches just as residences can help fami
lies! It's obvious then "where I'm coming 
from." I believe in church buildings. It 
might be fairer to give my background of 
having worked on the foreign mission-field 
for lllh years, and for eight of those 
years working with churches which had 
no building of their own. 

First of all, let's clear the air by ex
plaining what this article is not advocat
ing It is not saying that any building any
where at any time will invariably help a 
church. Certaintly, even a useful, helpful 
thing can be done at the wrong time or in 
the wrong way. Certainly, mistakes have 
been made on the mission-field as well as 
here in America on this matter of church 
buildings. The timing, the size, the ebb and 
flow of neighborhood housing patterns 
have been misjudged here as well as over
seas. A building is just one factor in the 
life of a congregation and should be recog
nized as a factor, not as the only (or even 
the most important) factor. 

What this article is advocating, however, 
is the value of church buildings, particu
larly, on the mission field. Buildings are 
being advocated when four conditions are 
met: ( 1) In the "fullness" of time. A 
building should be bought or constructed 
only when the national Christians, the mis
sionary personnel and the supporting 
eldership can agree that the time has come 
to take this step. (2) With fraternal at
titudes. The missionary should not ever 
"pull rank" on the national Christians on 
methodology. Paternalism has no place 
when a major step like acquiring a build
ing is being considered. The opinions and 
feelings of the national Christians are 
opinions and feelings of our brothers and 
as such the missionary cannot ride rough 
shod over them. As the missionary views 
himself as brother, rather than father or 
"dutch uncle," fraternal attitudes and be
havior is strengthened. (3) Led by highest 
motivation. Missionaries and elderships 
would only want to see a building secured 
or built for the good of the cause and the 
glory of God, not as any sort of personal 
achievement or selfish accomplishment. 

Does It Have To Be? 
(NAME WITHHELD) 

As a preacher in a small town in the 
Northwest, it is not hard to have a great 
deal to be thankful for. The church here 
is experiencing good growth, and any 
visitor would say we are a warm and 
friendly congregation. The problem is, 
that soon after I arrived to begin my work 
here I noticed that these brethren don't 
really like preachers. 

I am a young man in his late 20s and 
I must say, no one ever told me about 
this when I was training to become a 
preacher. The stern looks and caustic 
"business meetings" are far from my 
imaginings as I lounged in the college 
library, invisioning the troubled masses 
flocking to me with my Bible in hand. 

Don't get me wrong-it would seem that 
the Christians here come by their suspi
cions honestly. I have not heard much 
good about this congregation's past preach
ers. It makes me wonder what legacy I 
will leave. These past preachers seem to 
fall into two categories (1) tired men 
looking for a sleepy little town to await 
impending social security checks, or (2) 
the "blast 'em with the Bible" type who 
view personal work technique much like 
a general Patton, slapping some Chris
tianity into a bewildered little soldier. 

A bad atmosphere exists here which is 
effecting the outreach of the church. 
Preachers have about as much job secu
rity as a gas-station attendant. A lack of 
tolerance and sensitivity can create a very 
insecure feeling in the mind of a preach
er. It is hard to form any far reaching 
goals when his only concern is emerging 
from the next business meeting unscathed. 
Deliver us from little dictators. 

In restoring New Testament Christian
ity this congregation has a long way to go 
before it approaches the relationship that 
existed between Paul and the Ephesian 
elders. Acts 20:34-38 Do you want your 
preacher to view his ministry as a way 
to pay his bills and get free rent, or do 
you want him to consider it more than 
that? Then treat him as more than a sal
aried employee. 

Mutual respect and love is the only 
solution to the preacher-congregation 
problem. The article entitled "Soap" in 
the August 19th Firm Foundation paints 
an accurate picture of too many deterio
rating relationships. As a young man 

.looking forward to a lifetime of preach
ing, I ask, "Does it have to be?" 

( 4) After prayer, counting the cost and 
careful planning. While worldwide mone
tary instability and galloping inflation is 
making such programming even more dif
ficult, numerous combinations of loans/ 
gifts/revolving funds, etc., can be re
searched and developed. 

Here are four ways a building can help 
a church: 

As A Calling Card. A well-placed church 
building can serve as an excellent adver
tisement for the church. As the old saying 
goes, "Find the best place in. town for a 
billboard, then instead of a billboard, put 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Christ's Use of Parables in Teaching 
BOYD WILLIAMS 

Jesus was an artist interested in communicating truth. The 
methods employed by him were as .diverse as the man was com
plicated. However, the one method that allows intelligent impres
sions to be received by the greatest number of people is without 
doubt the -parable. Their use by our Lord has interested large 
numbers of students for centuries and this writer is convinced 
that such will be the case until finally the clouds will split re
vealing the coming of the Master Teacher himself. 

Why all the interest in parables? Dr. Herbert Lockyer answers 
this question for us. "Parables serve many useful ends and pos
sess distinct advantages. Their merit or worth, as instruments of 
teaching, lies in their being, at once, a test of character, with 
that which, as a penalty or blessing, is adopted to it." (All the 
Parables of the Bible, page 17). Jerome (In Eccles.) said, "The 
marrow of a parable is different from the promise of its surface, 
and like as gold is sought for in the earth, the kernel in a nut, 
and the hidden fruit in the prickly covering of chestnuts, so in 
parables we must search more deeply after the divine meaning." 
(Richard Trench, The Parables of our Lord, footnote on page 
30.) There are more thoughts on this question that could be pre
sented, but, from even these two, one can see that that which 
pricks the intellect of the curious will ever be interesting. This is 
not an arena for the lazy of mind. Great concentration and dis
cipline of mind are necessary for the astute student to glean the 
jewels of the parables. That appears as an uncontestable truth, 
and if that is so, one can easily understand Christ's use of para
bles in teaching. 

There is much merit to parabolic teaching. Thus the Master 
Teacher appropriated that method of teaching to the extent that 
the very term "parable" is synonymous with the noun "Jesus." 
However, Jesus is not the only inspired teacher who has utilized 
the method. Parables are contained in Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc. Some of 
those are every bit as well known as some of Jesus', but the 
writer is not thought of in the same way as is the Christ. The 
parable of comfort illustrates the point (see Isaiah 28 :23-29). 

The significant point about parables is that they attract the 
reader's attention and are easily remembered. Gospel preachers 
know well the value of illustrations. They are long remembered, 
when the gist of the sermon that contained them is forgotten. 

The training of the mind w~s of special interest to Jesus. He 
knew that the mind controlled the actions of the body. As he 
brought home the beautiful gems of truth to ears of the hearers, 
he illustrated by the use of parables, in order that the truth 
seeker might exercise his mind. Parables help the thinking 
process. Jesus knew that. 

This writer supposes that Jesus used parables to reveal the 
truth and knowledge of mysteries by comparison with that which 
was known. In Matthew 13:12 the disciples of Jesus asked him, 
"Why speakest thou unto them in parables?" To this question 
Jesus replied, "Because it is given unto you to know the mys
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given." 
Jesus had just finished speaking to the multitudes, who followed 
him, on the parable of the sower. Clearly his thought was to re
veal the mysteries of the kingdom of God to the people by com
paring those mysteries with things commonly known. In the 
case of the parable of the sower the effect of bad soil, rocks, and 
the burning rays of the sun was well known. 

Furthermore, it seems to this writer that parables were used 
by Jesus to fulfill prophecy. Again we cite Matthew the thir
teenth chapter. In the fourteenth through the seventeenth verses 
Jesus quotes Old Testament scriptures and states plainly that his 
method of teaching in parables was to fulfill scripture. And again 
in verse thirty-five it was said of him, "That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth 

in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret :from 
the foundation of the world." 

In All the Parables of the Bible, John Cumming is quoted 
as saying: 

Prophecy is the cartoon of the future 
which events fill in. 

Miracles are the fore-facts of the future, 
done on a small present scale. 

Parables are foreshadows of the future, 
projected on the sacred page. 

The three grouped together are enough to keep the student's 
interest for a lifetime. They stun the mind, and their value grows 
day by day. Jesus knew that many of his hearers did not exercise 
the mind enough to clearly understand even the simple language 
employed by him. Thus, he brought to bear the instrument of 
parabolic instruction. He did this to cause them to reflect on his 
teachings, and to move them to carefulness. Men had to be won 
from Satan, and the parable was recognized as an instrument 
long used by Jewish writers, as witnessed by their use in the 
Old Testament. 

Trench in his superb book, Parables of Our Lord, states that 
Christ also used parables "with the intention of withdrawing 
from certain of his hearers the knowledge of truths, which they 
were unworthy, or unfit to receive." (Page 11.) No one can suc
cessfully deny the truthfulness of Trench's statement. Even a 
fundamental knowledge of the words of Jesus supplies that in
sight. For instance in Luke 9:9-10 Jesus said, "Unto you it is 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others 
in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand." Parallel scriptures would be Matthew 
13:10-15 and Mark 4:11-12. The same thought seems to be pre
sented by Ezekiel in chapter twenty, verse forty-nine where it 
was said of him, "Doth he not speak parables?" However, we may 
asssume as certain that his general aim was to make his truths 
clearer. This is the acknowledged position of both profane and 
sacred writers. But, the fact that the general aim was to make 
truth clearer does not negate the clear fact that Jesus often used 
parables to withhold knowledge of truth from some. Isaiah ( 6: 
10) said, "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart and convert, 
and be healed." This statement is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 
13:15. The clearness of its teaching can not be misunderstood. 
We must not conclude from this that Christ would withhold 
truth from some classes of men. That would ~ake him a re
specter of persons (see Acts 10:34); but, we can conclude that 
Christ used a process of teaching to impart truth by degree to 
those who were maturing under his instruction. Parables were 
a tremendous aid in that they were readily understood by some 
and had to be meditated about by others. James Bales in Jesus
The Ideal Teacher, takes exception to this view. He says of 
Matthew 13:14, "It is quite clear that the reference to those who 
did not have .did not mean that they did not have anything. For 
if they had nothing, how could even that which they had be 
taken away from them? What was it that they did not have? Why 
was it not given unto them to know the mysteries of the kingdom? 
Christ clearly shows in Matthew 13:15 that 'their eyes they have 
closed.' They were responsible for the development of the condi
tion of heart which put them in the category of those to whom 
it was not given to know the mysteries. Those who wanted to 
know more sought to know more and did learn more." 

The recipients of Jesus' teachings today can still identify with 
those of two thousand years ago. We need instruction by the para
bolic method as much today, as they did then. This writer is ap
preciative of the wisdom of Jesus and those other inspired men 
who used that method of instruction. Praise the Lord for his 
supreme wisdom. 

P.O. Box 188, Franklin, In. 46131 
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MEMPHIS CHURCH TO WORK ON 
STRENGTHENING EUROPEAN 

EFFORT 
Noting that the mission force of the 

50's in Europe has not been replaced in 
sufficient numbers, and that struggling 
congregations are suffering, and many 
large cit ies in Europe have nevet· heard 
the gospel in our times, the Sycamore 
View congregation in Memphis, Tennes
see has undertaken the task of revit alizing 
mission work in Europe. 

Howard Bybee, who has spent 16 years 
as a missionary in Italy has been engaged 
to spearhead this effort. A thorough study 
will be made of Western Europe, and 
plans wi ll be laid for effectively getting 
men into the various fields. 

A strong recruiting program will be 
launched to find Christians who will com
mit themselves to the task of evangelizing 
Europe. Teams will be formed wherever 
possible for work in the great cities. The 
work of coord inating the efforts of t he 
churches will fall upon Bybee, who will 
supply information and assistance wher
ever possible. I nterested churches should 
contact Howard Bybee, at the Sycamore 
View Church, l!llO Sycamore View, Mem
phis, Tenn. 38134. 

ALABAMA CHJHSTJAN HAS 
RECORD ENROLLMENT 

A record 400 students have enrolled at 
Alabama Christian College for the 1980 
fall semester, according to Doron Clai
borne, associate director of admissions. 
President E. R. Brannan, commenting on 
the college's four yea r program, "we are 
expanding the curriculum to include four 
major divisions with a total of 12 major s. 
The Montgomery Alabama school enjoys 
wide populari ty among churches of the 
south. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Mlnlalry wOII<a with faithful Chrlallan con
l acla on Military lntlallallona wo<lclwi<M lhal are waiting lo 
help your loved ones - •• lhey ha•e helped with lhe 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands o. others during 

the Pt!~J~~r,e::~~~~~~;::;·a~sa:~~~. phone and military 
Installation, It known, along wllh your name and addtese 
to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~ CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3201 North Seventh StrHI ~ West Monroe, Loulalana 71291 

American Military Evanselizins Nationa 

COME WITH US 
For 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem 
December 22, 1980 

J ack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Phone 901-683-1678, 901-761-1350 
Send for Brochure 
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~------PLANN~NG-~o·-su,~D? _______ ! 
~ Continental Church Builders is in ils 19th year of succes.sful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction of 'YOUr new building. ~ 
) Br ochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~-
1 2811 Coltunbino Place P. 0. Box 40289 
~ (615) 383-2313 Nashville, Tennessee 37204 ~ 
'~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~----~~·~----~~·---~---~ 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 8 17 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $7.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complebe r evision and updroting of the 
the greatest standard work in ·t he Bible 
Dictionary field--'ffue first in 25 years. 
AND witth the exception of six writers, 
all the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churches of 
Ohrist. A few are Batsell BaiTett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Carroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jack Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many others. 

Every Christian Shoutd Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

- ------ - Clip and mail today ! - - - - - - _._ -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $------------· Please send ----------- copies of S1nith's 
New Bible Dictiona1·y at D ~7 .95 r egular or D $8.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales t ax . 

Name ------------------------------------------- -------

Address -------------------------------------------------
City ________________________ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 
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CAN BUILDINGS HELP CHURCHES ? 

(Continued from page 8) 

the church building there." Examples can 
be found of conversions which followed 
someone coming in because of the church 
building or its sign out front . In the 
1700's, Francis As bury remarked even 
then on the reason for some of the poor 
choice of locations for church buildings, 
"Some benevolent man would g ive us a 
site, the ground being so poor you could 
not raise mullein stalks on it, and we 
would thank him and erect a house upon 
it, where the people would be sure not to 
find it ... We had better pay money for 
a s ite in a centra l position ... than ha.ve 
them give us half a dozen lots for nothing 
in Some by-street or lane." 

As An Evangelistic Tool. A positive 
program going on inside the building can 
lead to eventual classes in homes which 
can bring entire families to Chris t and his 
Church. Now, the mere fact of having a 
building in a good location does not guar
antee that it will be used evangelistically. 
In reality, though, having a radio program 
or publishing a tra ct will not automatical
ly g uarantee evangelism. The message 
and the thrus t of a program, a tract or an 
activity within a building is the deciding 
factor. 

As A Cultural Anchot·. How well I 
remember a young Brazilian friend r e
marking to me back at the beginning of 
our work before any church had its own 
building when we were meeting in rented 
houses and storefronts, "Your people do 
not have weddings in your church, do 
you?" (I s hould explain that he was 
planning to be married soon). I a ssured 
him t hat we did. He said, "But, you don't 
have a church building." In a Latin culture 
we were bringing people to a v iew of 
Christ and his Church which would draw 
them away f rom the Roman rituals sur
rounding events of ultimate s ignifica nce 
in their lives. Then, from their viewpoint, 
we did not even seem to have a place to 
have a wedding. There is much that must 
be given up to become a New Tes tament 
Christian, but there is no reason for us to 
seem anti-cul tural or to come across as 
uninterested in such a basic thing a s 
where the church will be meeting. 

As A Dependable Meeting Place. In 
such a mobile socie ty in a huge metropo
lis, the church is well-advised to have a 
certa in specific place to a ssemble, r a ther 
than being shuffled about from living
room to liv ingroom or occupying a suc
cession of r ented s pots. As Dr. T. D. Ellis 
observed, " . . . you cannot keep alive and 
growing the spiritual life of a people unt il 
you have provided a place of worship 
where the work of organized Christiani ty 
can be carried on" Another said, "Church
es , like families, cannot live and thrive in 
hired or tempora ry s hel ters." Another, 
"Any ins ti tut ion that establishes itself 
and maintains g rowth mus t be domiciled. 
The physicians need hospitals, the educa
tors need colleges a nd univers ities ... " 

Might it be timely for us to r eapply t o 
our situations the ancien t words of Hag
gai 1:4, "Is it a time for you yourselves 
to dwell in your panelled houses, while 
t his house lies in ruins ?" 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qua lified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

- ------ --,. 
1!.rt us hr.1r 
tltr roncluston 
of tiJr tullolr 
m.1ttrr 1rl'.1 r 
~'\ob .111l1 l\r rp 
'I! H5 f0111111.111ll 
llll'lll5 : for t1)1s 
ts 1 hr lllholr 
bllti'OIIll~lll. 

"Scripture 
on Redwood" 

6.95 ea. A perfect Christian Gift 

Choice of: D Ecc. 12:13 D 23rd Psalm 
D John 3:16 D Aces 2:38 

on beautiful California redwood 
Approx. 6" x 9" Satin Finish 

Send 6.95 to OTTS SIGN SHOP 
429 W. Yosemite, Manreca, Ca. 95336 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 
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MOTOSU CHRISTIAN CAMP 

Over 28 years ago, during the summer 
of 1952, the Motosu Christian Camp began 
on the shore of Motosu Lake at the foot 
of Mt. Fuji in Japan. Since that time 
Motosu Christian Camp and camp evan-

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as · 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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gelism has played an important part in the 
life of the church in Japan. 

In 1978 a camp committee was formed 
headed by Matsuo Terakado, minister of 
the Oigawa congregation in Shizuoka 
prefecture. Responsibility for the camp 
w:J.S then changed from the church at 
Yoyogi-Hachiman, Tokyo, to this function
ing committee. 

Other members of the committee are: 
Mitsuo Shimzu, Otsuki congregation, Ya
manashi prefecture; Motoyuki Nomura, 
Hachimanyama congregation, Tokyo ; 
Eigi Kaneko, Yokohama; Shiro Obata, 
Ochanomizu congregation, Tokyo; To
momitsu Amano, Yokohama; and Nobuo 
Kojima. 

Under the direction of the new commit
tee, new life has begun to take form in 
Motosu Christian Camp. 

Motosu Christian Camp had a good 
year this year. Over 200 children like those 
pictured here, gathered at different times 
to study the Bible and for fellowship. 
There were six baptisms in the cool waters 
of Motosu Lake. 

We r ejoice that Motosu Christian Camp 
can continue to have an influence on the 
church in Japan. If you would like more 
information write: Matsuo Terakado; 
Oigawa Church of Christ; Riyuemon 810; 
Oigawa-cho, Shida-gun; Shizuoka-ken 
421-02.-Dwight A. Albright 

YORK COLLEGE ENROLLMENT 
UP 11% 

York College began its 25th year with 
an enrollment increase of 11% over last 
year, according to Mabry Miller, Regis
trar. The student body r epresents 28 
states and 4 foreign countries. 

-
imperial 
CHURCH FORNrTURE 

~ 
Write o r cell collect (817) 756·5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F, Waco, Texas 76710 

WANTED 
Minister - Laurel, Mississippi 

Church of Christ 
Age 35-50 - Married 

Mature individual with proven 
leadership, experienced, references 

required. 
Salary negotiable 

Congregation approximately 120 in 
community of 25,000 people. 

Write to: 
Laurel Church of Christ 

2830 Audubon Drive 
l aurel, Mississippi 39440 

ATTN: Preach Search 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened breod for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-oil carefully seoled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hond o good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two p lans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

F or Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/94 7-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to 111orkers in 

Cfntrches of Clwist 

~---------------------------· 
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Get the most from your retirement 
dollars and help the church grow, too! 
Tax-sheltered, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested in mortgage 
bonds of Churches of Christ are currently earning 
interest at 120Jo .. 

• No commission charges 
• Immediate and future tax benefits 
• You invest for yourself and in church growth, too 
• Ideal plan to consider for your minister's retirement 
• Transferring your existing plan to Trust Company of 

America, could increase your retirement income 

A special service to churches 
and church members 

Act now and reduce your 1980 federal income taxes! 
Mail this coupon today! 

lhlst Company of America 
5408 Bell, Box 8183 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
Telephone (806) 358-2491 

FF 80·1 2 

YES, I want to know more about how I can build my 
retirement with a lhlst Company of America IRA or 
Keogh plan and help the church grow, too. Please rush 
further information. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone 

~--------------------------------------

Need funds for new church buDding or 
expansion? 

Here's why Affiliated Managers is best qualified to 
help you: 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over 1 ,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated's services. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Mail tbis cou·pon today for more information about 
Affiliated Managers quality church fmancing. 

·-----------------1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell, P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

FF 80·12 

We're planning some church building and need funds. 
Please send information about your quality church 
fmancing. 

1---------------------------1 Name/ individual 

1---------------------------1 Address/ Church 

: City State Zip 

1 Function in congregation (preacher, elder, etc.) 

1---------------------------1 Telephone 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I L-----------------------------~----------



BOOKS .!Jn feview 
THE P APERJlACK 1\IARKET 

THE ROLE OF ELDERS IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT CHURCH. Waymon 

Miller. Plaza Press. 111 p., $3.50. 
The bes~ researched work we have seen 

on the authority and office of a n elder. 
The author pulls no punches. He gives us 
the gist of what the Bible says and the 
gist of what brethren have said in the 
area for 'the last hundred years. Elders 
and members alike could read it, chew it, 
and digest it wit h profit. 

MAJESTIC· PRAISE. D. K. Henderson & 
Michie! Schmid t. Day-Star Pub., $2.25. 
140 songs-many of them never before 

published, designed as a supplemental 
hymnal to conta in songs not in most 
major hymnals. Some 25 songs are new 
ones written by the two publishers plus 
other members of the church in Florida. 
Some of these songs will l ive. If you are 
tired of singing the old songs, try these 
new ones. 

LIVING MORE WITH LESS. Doris 
Longacre. H erald Press. 294p. $8.95 

This is a n excellent compilation of ideas 
from around the world on saving time, 
energy and even money. A unique book 
indeed. It weaves together human inter
est "testamonials" with practical point
ers in a ve ry r eadable book. It would be 
difficult indeed to read the book wi thou t 
getting an idea that would be worth many 
times t he price of t he book. 

KEEPING TH E LOCK I N WEDLOCK. 
Thoma n Warren. National Christian 
Press. 333p. $10.95 

Brother Warren has gathered here most 
of the material he has used in a rticles 
and deba tes on t he subject of divorce and 
remarriage. In this work he takes aim 
especially at t he pos ition of James Ba les 
on the question. It is an exhaustive work 
on the subject, well outlined and well docu
mented. Typewriter type has been photo
graphed and r eproduced to create this 
book. A wealth of material on the subject. 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP AND ORGA
NIZATION. Flavil Yeakley, Jr. Christian 
Communications 145p. $4.25 

A very good "layman's manual" on 
church leadership a nd organization, with 
emphasis on the executive functions of t he 
eldership. The readet· will not agree wit h 
every position taken by t he au thor, but 
that will not destroy the ver y practical 
a nd very valid down-to-earthness of t he 
suggestions regarding the development of 
effective church leadership. 

When sending a book for review .in these 
columns please be sure t o include the price. 

All books r eviewed hero rnny be tmrchns~>d from 
the Firm Foundation Publishinl!" House. Plens~> add 
$1.00 for t>osln ll"C nnd hnndlinl!" on orders of 55.00 
or less : tO% on orders over $5.00. 
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NIV Standard Cloth and Leather Editions 
Large Palatine type in single column formal; 
paragraphed for easy readmg; unique subject 
headings: brief clarifying notes; 16 pages of 
exclusive Zondervan 4-color maps; printed on 
quality Zonderlite"' Super· India Bible paper-
only 1 ~" thin! Leather editions feature top grain 
cowhide with full edge· lined binding style. gold 

edges and stamping, ribbon marker and presenta· 
lion pages. Size, 6" x 9". 
Dark BrCl'.vn Skiverte~ hardcover with gold 
stamped lettering. 80640, 517.95 
Black Leather, 80650. 549.9 5 
Burgundy Leather. 80652, 549.95 
Tan Leather. 80653, 549.95 

NIV Double Column Cloth a nd Leather Editions 
An alternative, double·column format preserving 
the beauty of the typographic design of prose and 
poetry unique to the NIV. Clear Palatine lyj:>eface, 
printed on quality Zonderlite"' Bible paper. 
Includes 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 4-color 
maps. Leather editions come in top grain cowhide 
with full edge-lined binding style, gold edges and 

stamping, ribbon marker and presentation pages. 
Size. 6" x 9". 
Dark Brown SkiVerte~ hardcover with gold 
stamped lettering, 80600, S 14.95 
Black Leather, 80620, 547.95 
Burgundy Leather, 80622, 547.95 
Tan Leather, 80623, $4 7.95 

NIV Worship and Handi-Size Leather Editions 
Praclical size and price make this NIV Bible the 4-color maps; ribbon marke r and presentation 
perfect choice for church worship use. Easy·to·read pages. Printed on quality Zonderlite"' Bible paper. 
Palatine type. Size, SY.e" x 7%". T~ grain cowhide with full edge-lined bindin~ 
Dark Brown Skiverte~ hardcover with gold St e. gold edges and stamping. Size. sw· X 7%". 
stamped lettering. 80670, 59.95 Back Leather . .80675. 543.95 
Beauliful Handi·Size Leather Editions are ideal Burgundy Leather. 80677, 543.95 
for personal use and Bible study. Easy-to· read Tan Leather. 80678, 543.9 5 
Palatine type; 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 · 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising- in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seekin&' work or congrea-ations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 981i-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVE~ COLORA..DO ~~ 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298. Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvina- St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Vn. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Saliritual Feast. 
CHATHAltl, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA.SK~A.~-.;;;.;_-:'A..N~C~H=o-=a'""'A,....G.,..,.E=-__..,c-=H~UR="""'c-=H,....-....,O,...,F"' 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wtll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin. Road 

Pleasanton, California 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E.. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM=-=o~N'='s=-=F=R=o=M=-=s""u""N=-=s""E""T=--o-n~0-0-m.....,...in-u-te-c-a-s-se-t-te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-'fEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R="E=L=""I""'G==I""o""u=-=s=--=B""'o""o=""K==s.,........,BouGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Monterrey, ltlexlcoJ Ave. Fandlclones 109 

"A'' OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evana-elista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~ellst 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
snmple directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916\ 885-5776. 
FOR SALF-48 17¥., foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3787 or (713) 481-1466. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
NEEDED: Full-time preacher. 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home. 2 blocks to shopping center. For try-out write 
Church of Christ. 425 Central Ave., W. Hwy. 70, 
Rafford, A1izonn 85546. 
EVANSVILLE. IND •• 2205 E. Hor.nm Ave •• 
U.S. 460 East Oppoalte K-Itlart. Office 4'7'1-
52'71. Robb'J" Wade, Min. 4'76-40CS6. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want ToB.uy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
in rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446. 
\' U~IA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational iniluence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springervllle. Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregation 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by Individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ. P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211. 
Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made, wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 405-643-2243 or write, The 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lh Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 

NORTHEAST MISSION TEAM 
At Williamstown Bible College, we emphasize thP 
team concept in missions. A team is now forming 
for Northeast, USA. The place is still to be selected. 
Congregations interested in overseeing and/or sup
porting this team should contact: Dr. D. Dewayne. 
Davenport, Head, Dept. of Church Growth/Evangel
ism, WBC, Williamstown, WV 26187. 

James Shahan (minister) 
300 Heritage Dr., Warner Robins, GA. 31093 

REACH OUT 
Sophisticated electronic telephone Evangelist Per
sonal Message can be phoned to 1000 homes per day, 
30,000 per month. Promote meetings, VBS. BCC 
personal evangelism, etc. Phone: 912-923-0438 or 
912-929-0565. 
The Albuquerque Christian Children's Home is 
looking for a dedicated couple to employ as relief 
house parents. Contact AI Maxey, Superintendent. 
Rt. 3, Bx 3020A, Albuquerque, N.M. 87105 or call 
505-898-5520. 
WANTED: Bound Volumes of "Minister's Monthly." 
Keith Price, 79 Westgate, Brattleboro, VT. 05301. 
-PREACHER AVAILABLE JANUARY FIRS"T 
Possessing genuine leadership qualities with buck
ground in educational management. Sound in faith 
with no hobbies. Forty-nine years old and married. 
Children grown. No financial problems. Desire work 
with con~regations Interested in sound study 
growth. Write: Will Moyer, SSR/Box 46, Weather
ford, Tx. 76086. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success convert
Ing souls. Training conducted at your location. 
Contact Robert Kirtley, Evangelist. Church of 
Christ, 344 N. W. Wintercrest, Burleson, TX 76028. 
Phone 817-295-1985. 
DISCOUN=T~M-:a;;..;x;..:;c..:.e:-:ll--:-b-:-la-n .... k-v"""id-=-e-o~t-a-pe---,V=H=-=s=--=B=-e-t-a. 
Umatic. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY. Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 95055. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere In the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch 'with an ethical. 
cariDit professional Realtor. CALL· COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in a (!'rowiniZ' church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedonn. 
Arl7:. 86340. 
Wnshlnlrton, D.O. area-20 minutes from 
our na tlon's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
RRst Braddock Rd., Alexandria. Virgln!a 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-414'1. 
Mark N. Hlclcs, Evangelist. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE ancl JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd .• 
P.O. Box 576. Jax., N.C. 28640. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

PERHAPS YOU ARE CONSIDERING FULL-TIME 
WORK FOR THE LORD I MEDINA HOME IS AC
CEPTING APPLICATIONS AND INTERVIEWS 
FOR HOUSEPARENTS. CHRISTIANS WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN THE REARING OF BOYS AND 
GIRLS IN A CHRISTIAN WAY. MEN SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE OR IN
TERESTS IN AGRICULTURAL AREAS, CAMPUS 
BEAUTIFICATION AND RELATED WORKS. IF 
THERE ARE THOSE IN YOUR CONGREGATION 
WHO DESIRE THIS WORK, PLEASE ASK THEM 
TO CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (niiZ'hts and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 

"Movin~ to San Antonio area? Consider Boerne, 15 
miles NW of city limits, convenient ta UTSA, Medi
cal Center, USAA, Malls, and business. Beautiful 
Hill Country, ~ood schools, and a friendly, active 
congregation. Contact Church of Christ, 319 E. San 
Antonio Street, Boerne, TX." 

-----------------------JEEPS,CARS,TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FouadattoD 
tries to screen advertiRIDJt, and will not 
kDowln"ly take qneatloanble advertlslnp;. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwlttlnp;l7 run an aaworth7 ad. 
All the old saying ,;oes, before you Invest. 
lavestiJtatel 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

11Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest" 

Located 2% miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland Lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER-DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicat&d to the growth of the 
Church. Non·profit, open for use year around. 
For Information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Phillips, 512 756·6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAl ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7112 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 EDANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS A PPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

·~-0-R-DE_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E_S-ET-TO-DA_Y_! ..... , 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

Add $ 1.00 fo r d e livery and handling on all orders under $10.00. Over $ 10.00 
add 10%. Texas residents add 5'}'0 sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800~531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR - --

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of th is era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has cond ucted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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SCHOOL 

\s t J LOX 6017 
~CCRA GHANJl 

WORLD BIBLE SCH OOL FOLLOW. UP CAMPAIGN-Fifteen preachers 

and teachers from California worked from August 3-29 in Ghana, West 
Africa. They taught the g ospe l to thousands in moro than thirty towns. 
Sovon hundred and forty-five woro bapt ized during tho mont h lo ng event. 
(L-R stand ing) Doug Carroll, Harvey Stow, Vernon Gilley, Mary Gilley, J oe 
Boo, l arry Cain, Phil Lacefield, Jeanette Morris, Brian Williams, ( l -R 
seated) Jako Copping er (group load or), Nancy Smith, Charles Smith, Do 

Anna Smith, l ois Lacefield, a nd Parker Lacefie ld. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Shockwavos in Adventism .. . . . . .. .. .. ... .. ... . ....• . . .... .. ..... ... 2 
J e sus C hrist And H im Crucified-Bryant .. . .... . ... .... ..... ...... . . . 3 
The Abundant life-Be Yo Porfoct-Tabor ...... . .......•...... . •... .4 
A Bit of Early Restoration History-Howell .. ........ .. . . ...... . . . . . .. 5 
A Man's Gift-Raines ..... ...... ........ . .. .. .. .. ... ... ..... ..... . 5 
Who Should Do Counseling In Tho Church7- AIIey .. .. .......... . . .. . b 
Men Spoko from God (2) - Willis ........... .. ... .... . . . ......... ... 7 
Discipleship-Thacker .. .... .... ....... . ... .......... .. ... •. ... .... 8 
Seeking After God-Swain . . . .............. . . ... . ........ • . . .. . . . . . 8 
The re Aro No Hidden Traps-Mclntoor .... .. .. .. .... .. . . . . . . . ..... .. 8 
In Every Generation- Boor . . . ....... .......... .. . . ...... .• . . .. . . .. . 9 
Effectively Extend ing The Invitation-Glary . ..... ...... .... •• ....... · 9 



Shockwaves in Adventism 
False religions have a way of destroying themselves. 

So-called "prophets" who claim an inside track on 
God's revelati~n sooner or later are exposed for what 
they reaily are: Mormonism is reeling under the dis
covery that Joseph Smith's supposed translation of the 
Book of Abraham from Egyptian Papyri was a blatant 
fraud. The papyri was a series of heathen funeral 
chants having no connection with Abraham at all, and 
not even mono-theistic. 

Now a seventh day Adventist preacher has docu
mented evidence that Ellen G. White, founder of Ad
ventism, plagiarized many of her supposed "revela
tions" from the works of other people. Walter Rea is 
completing research on a book in which he says he 
"hasn't found any major work of Mrs. White which 
didn't use a previously published source." 

The works of Ellen G. White, a prolific writer, are 
considered inspired by the Adventist church, and are 
the basis of Adventist doctrine. Many critics have 
pointed out wholesale plagiarism, re-writing and para
phrasing in her writings, but none have been so thor
oughly devastating as the discoveries of Mr. Rea. 

Mrs. White always contended that everything she 
wrote was original. The church has always claimed 
that she stood alone, uninfluenced by any other source. 
Now it becomes perfectly clear that she was a liar and 
a fraud; that the church's claims are unfounded; and 
that the whole basis of Adventism is a hodgepodge of 
writings strained through trance-like visions and con
glomerated into the odd doctrines of the Adventist 
church, by Mrs. White. 

The discoveries are producing shock waves through
out the church. It isn't the least comforting to find that 
your founder and prophet was a complete fake. Other 
sects are having the same experience. The day has 
passed when a sect can endure for long because of in
ability to really know the facts. Research tools and com
munication devices have become so sophisticated it is 
almost impossible to hide the real truth for long. 

We lived for a number of years at Cleburne, adjacent 
to Keene, Texas, the home of Southwestern Adventist 
College. We were in almost daily contact with Adventist 
doctrine, and the teachings of Ellen G. White permeates 
every facet of Adventist life-physical and spiritual. 
We can appreciate how the thunderbolt of these new 
findings is going to affect the denomination. Her words 
were considered as the final authority, and to find them 
not her own, but the stolen works of another, claimed 
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by false pretense, is going to introduce an element of 
chaos in the Adventist church. When you have the 
foundation of your faith swept out from under you 
things get real shakey. 

Neil C. Wilson, Adventist President, acknowledged 
a "degree of borrowed material and literary depen
d.ence of alarming proportions," but insists that Mrs. 
White is "no less a prophet for having selectively used 
other materals." Even if that were true, she could sure
ly be faulted for having claimed that they were her own 
original "revelations." If you can't trust her common 
honesty, how can you trust her theology? 

It does no good to say, as Wilson said, that "The Holy 
Spirit helps the messenger to select his material care
fully .... The Prophet's use of existing materials does 
not necessarily mean that the prophet is dependent on 
these sources" That does not excuse the outright false 
claim that Mrs. White originated everything she wrote. 
How can one trust his soul to something that is rotten 
at the core? 

Like the followers of Joseph Smith, Adventists claim 
the Bible as a standard of authority, but affirm that 
Mrs. White is "inspired in the same sense as were the 
Bible Prophets." Just last April delegates to the Inter
national Adventist co.nvention passed such a resolution. 
They added that "as the Lord's messenger, her writings 
are a continuing authorative source of truth .... " Now 
that they have found out that her writings were not her 
writings at all but were pure plagiarism, we wonder if 
the Convention will not pass another resolution insist
ing that the many and varied sources of her plagiarized 
works are all equally inspired. The thinking Adventist 
will decide for himself whether she got what she wrote 
from the Holy Spirit or from the books in her library. 
Adventism cannot be any more trustworthy than the 
sources from which it sprang. 

We will never cease to be amazed at how easily great 
hosts of people can be led off after such false teachers 
with such extravagant claims as Joseph Smith, Mary 
Eddie Baker or E'len G. White. As for that, we cannot 
help but wonder how many members of the church 
have been led off into parties and factions by some of 
our own leaders who claimed they were following God. 

FIR~I FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 

Yolume 97 (USPS 191-129) Number 50 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday in December by the Firm Founda
tion Publishing House, 8110 Guadalupe Street. Austin, Texu. Second Claaa 
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Jesus Christ and Him Crucified 
MARVIN BRYANT 

As one examines the study methods and 
correspondence courses typically used to 
try to make disciples of unbelievers, he can
not help but be amazed at the sparsity of 
material that is devoted to Jesus. Jesus is 
sometimes brought up only to show that 
we no longer live under the Old Covenant. 
His life, his teachings, his contacts with 
people, are almost never presented. It 
seems strange that we think people can 
become disciples of this Jesus without even 
seeing his life or hearing his own ex
planations of what it means to follow him. 

Perhaps the reason we spend so little 
time on Jesus in our teaching of unbe
lievers is that we assume they already have 
a good understanding of his life. How
ever, we cannot be certain that this as
sumption is true. Very few people in our 
society have read the Gospels .deeply 
enough to have obtained a good under
standing of him. The know ledge many peo
ple possess of Jesus comes only from Hol
lywood movies or late night religious 
broadcasting. How can we expect them to 
understand Jesus if these are the only 
sources of their knowledge of him? 

Perhaps it would be good, then, to de
termine what a person knows about Jesus 
before we try to teach them the principles 
of salvation. If their knowledge of him is 
incomplete or too shallow, we need to help 
them come to understand his life before 
we proceed. This can be done by having 
the patience to sit down with them 
for several weeks and read through a Gos
pel with them. It will also be helpful to ask 
them questions about his life, as we read, 
and allow them to think and discover some 
things for themselves. By so doing they 
will come to have their own understanding 
of Jesus, based on the Bible, and not the 
movies. 

Obviously we will have to teach the per
son the principles of salvation before they 
can become a disciple of Jesus, I am not 
at all trying to prevent people from doing 
that. But I do believe it is unwise to teach 
a person the principles of salvation if they 
have never had a chance to learn about 
the Savior. 

There are several good reasons for 
teaching Jesus to people when we are try
ing to help them become disciples. Probably 
the strongest of these is that it is the bibli
cal way to make disciples. Paul wrote that 
he had determined to know nothing among 
the Corinthians except "Jesus Christ and 
him crucified" (I Cor. 2 :2). He would 
continue to "preach Christ crucified" re
gardless of what people wanted to hear (I 
Cor. 1 :22-24). It was "the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ" who was preached among 
the Corinthians by Paul and his fellow 
workers (II Cor. 1:19). The examples in 
the book of Acts also show that Jesus 
Christ was the core of the early Christian 
proclamation (Acts 2:22-36; 8:5, 35; 
9:20). 

But not only is it scriptural to proclaim 
Jesus in this manner, it is also very prac
tical. Jesus, after all, is the pioneer of 
faith (Heb. 12 :2). He is the One who 

shows men how life is to be lived. He is the 
example, the pattern. If we do not show 
people the life of the One who is to be 
their example, how can we expect them to 
be able to imitate that life? 

A missionary who had been in the habit 
of trying to teach unbelievers from the let
~ers o! Paul gained a tremendous insight 
m th1s regard. A young, non-Christian 
woman whom he was trying to teach found 
herself confused about Christianity. She 
thought it impossible to even begin to live 
the life Christians are called to live. Yet 
one day she excitedly told the missionary 
that she had been reading the Gospels and 
had discovered that the Gospels give a per
son the power to live the life that is de
scribed in the Letters. After this event the 
missionary began to teach unbelievers from 
the Gospels first, going to the Letters only 
after a person had a good understanding 
of Jesus and the power of his life. 

Yet another reason for teaching Jesus 
to unbelievers is the results that it will 
yield. If Jesus is taught faithfully, the 
normal result of those who decide to 
respond to him is genuine discipleship. If 
a person has seen Jesus and his life, it 
will be hard for him to follow him 
nominally. He will have seen the commit
ment Jesus had, his self-denial, his suf
fering, his sacrifice. He will have heard 
from Jesus' own mouth the demands of 
discipleship. He will have had a better op
portunity to count the cost of discipleship 
before he makes the decision to follow him. 
Consequently, when he makes that de
cision, he will not live under the delusion 
that all Jesus requires is church attend
ance. In addition to this he will be com
mitted to Jesus himself, and not to theology 
nor principles. · 

Of course not everyone will respond to 
Jesus no matter what avenue is taken, but 
that does not mean that we should not be 
as sharp and accurate as we can. The bet
ter prepared we are, the better chance we 
will have of making disciples of more 
people. 

Someone may object that this way of 
evangelizing will require more time than 
some of the other methods that are used. 
Yet if the approach is scriptural and cor
rect, we should not be overly concerned 
about how fast the results will come. After 
all, our task is to sow the seed, God will 
give the growth (Mk. 4:26-29); I Cor. 
3:6). Jesus spent three years making only 
a few disciples. When men are as far away 
from God as they are today, we should 
expect it to take some time to make dis
ciples of them. 

Again someone may object that the book 
of Acts describes conversions that took 
place as a result of only one sermon. Like
wise, in our own day, there will be some 
few people who will be able to make a 
decision to follow Jesus in a relatively 
short period of time. However, no one ever 
has or ever will be able to make a legiti
mate decision to follow Jesus if he knows 
nothing of his life and teachings. 

But concerning the book of Acts, we 

must be very careful what conclusions we 
draw. It must be remembered that Acts is 
the continuation of what was started in 
the Gospel of Luke (cf. Acts 1:1-2 with 
Luke 1 :1-4). Luke describes "all that 
Jesus began to do and teach" (Acts 1 :1), 
and Acts describes the results of all that 
Jesus started. There is no doubt whatso
ever that the events described in Acts 
could not have taken place without the 
foregoing events described in Luke's Gos
pel (i.e. the life of Jesus). And not only 
is Luke's Gospel a part of the background 
for what happened in Acts, it would also 
be fair to say that God had been preparing 
for all of this through hundreds of years 
of prophecy. Therefore, it is true that the 
people in Acts 2 responded to one Christian 
sermon, but they had been prepared for 
it by years of Messianic prophecy and by 
the life of Jesus itself. 

But there is another important factor 
that must be considered when studying 
the conversions in the book of Acts. Fre
quently Acts makes it clear that the people 
who were being addressed already pos
sessed a knowledge of Jesus. For example, 
the people who were addressed by Peter in 
Acts 2 were not hearing about Jesus for 
the first time. Peter acknowledges that 
the things he is telling them about Jesus 
are things "you yourselves know" (Acts 
2:22). Later, to Cornelius' household, Peter 
says "you yourselves know the thing which 
took place throughout all Judea, starting 
from Galilee, after the baptism John pro
claimed ... " and proceeds to tell the 
people the story of Jesus (Acts 10:37-43). 
Paul, also, says that he is confident that 
King Agrippa knows about all the mat
ters of Jesus because they were "not done 
in a corner" (Acts 26:26). The people in 
Acts were able to respond to the message . 
more quickly because they already pos
sessed a knowledge of Jesus. They knew 
the facts and only needed to hear the inter
pretation of them; they knew the life and 
death of Jesus and only needed to hear the 
meaning and significance of them. 

In contrast to this, people in our society 
generally do not possess a very good knowl
edge of Jesus. How can we interpret the 
meaning of his life to them if they do not 
know about his life? How can we tell them 
the significance of his resurrection if they 
do not even know about his resurrection? 
How can we expect them to appreciate the 
crucifixion and its effects if they do not 
know the One who died for them. If the 
people we are teaching know the things 
that the people in Acts knew, then we can 
approach them in the way the evangelists 
in Acts did and we can expect the same 
results. If the people we are teaching do 
not know the things that the people in 
Acts knew, we must approach them dif
ferently, if we hope to obtain the same 
results. 

In these days we all need to appreciate 
every worker who has gone out into the 
harvest. But that does not mean that we as 
workers should be satisfied with the exist
ing approaches to the task. We all need 
to seek better ways of making disciples of 
men. In the midst of all the weakness and 
fear and trembling that sometimes grips 
us as we try to accomplish God's mission, 
the time has come to know nothing among 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"Be Ye Perfect" 
0. H. TABOR 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). Here the Lord demands 
perfect faith, perfect love, perfect obedience and perfect holi
ness. This demand has never been repealed. The great question 
is, how can the perfection, which God here demands, be accredited 
to sinful man? As J. B. Phillips observes in part: 

If one believes the Bible one must be prepared to grant the 
absolute· perfection and holiness of Almighty God. One must 
grant that he is eternally aflame with positive goodness, beauty 
and truth. He is perfect in all his ways, mighty in power, all com
plete in wisdom and all holy in goodness. Having granted this 
then it follows, that no sin or evil can possibly approach him. 
Then the greatest question of all comes to mind: how then can 
man, who has utterly failed, ever approach God or hope to share 
in his eternal existence? Man has tried several methods by which 
he might approach God. The first of which is, "law." If a man 
can keep all of the law, perfectly, then righteousness and holi
ness could come to him by law. Is this what Jesus meant when 
he demanded, "Be ye perfect"? But man, in his helpless state, 
failed miserably, as Paul pointed out in Romans seven and other 
places. Paul wrote, "Now we know that whatever the law says, 
it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped and the whole world held accountable to God. There
fore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing 
the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. The 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe" (Romans 3:19-22). Therefore we see that keep
ing law does not make one holy, yet he said, "Be ye holy." The 
second thing man has tried to obtain holiness is human righteous
ness or meritorious works. By creeds written and unwritten men 
have bound their fellows with items and forms to be followed to 
obtain holiness. Men have been told that if they go through a 
priesthood with certain rituals and ceremonies followed, they 
would obtain God's favor and holiness would be counted to them. 
Both Protestant and Catholic have greatly failed in obtaining 
holiness that God demanded. The Jews tried their own righteous
ness but they failed. Paul said, "Brothers my heart's desire and 
prayer for Israel is that they may be saved, For I can testify 
about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 
based on knowledge. Since they disregarded the righteousness of 
God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God's righteousness" (Romans 10 :1-3). This theory is, "Get 
good enough and God will be obligated to save, or feel good 
enough and one has it made, eternally." Nothing is more con
demned in the New Testament than these systems." 

How then can man ever be accredited with perfection-a per
fection that he is commanded to have? One may say, "To the be
liever, God scales down his demand or requirements, not so, for 
perfection cannot be accredited upon the basis of any man's 
achieving it. To meet this deadlock God visited this world in the 
person of his Son, Jesus Christ. The theme of redemption is 
worked out by Paul in his letters to the Romans and Galatians 
and in the Ephesian letter he sho~s the results of God's scheme 
in human lives. 

In Ephesians, chapter two, he says, "We were all spiritually 
dead, but God gave us life through Jesus Christ." He looked back 
to their dark past and said, "You were drifting along on the 
stream of this world's ideas. You were following impulses and 
imaginations of your evil cravings. You were living and obeying 
this world's ruler and all were under the wrath of God. This is 
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the total picture, the dark picture. The world today denys this 
thesis. They say, "Give man a chance and that is all he needs to 
find holiness." "Give him time to evolve and he will ascend to 
great heights." "Educate him and give him self-improvement and 
he will excel." "Improve his environment and man will be right
eous and holy." They say, Man is basically good, not sinful, but 
often makes mistakes and sometimes blunders. 

Paul shows how perfection can be accredited to man. After 
showing man's awful condition without Christ he then showed 
what God has done to reach man and save him and count him 
perfect. To say that man could have gone-it-alone and be saved 
is to say, God failed in offering the remedy. It was God who 
made the first move toward mankind. God, who is rich in mercy 
and holy in person, gave mankind the very life of Jesus Christ. It 
was by God's grace and not by man's achievement he reached us. 
He lifted us right out of the old life of corruption and evil and 
placed us in heavenly places in Christ. Here is generosity, grace, 
kindness, mercy and love beyond expression. It was something 
man could not achieve. It was God's gift of his love. What we 
are, and what we shall be, we owe to him and no man can pride 
himself that he earned such relationship with God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Because God wanted all mankind to share together his bless
ings he called the Gentiles as well as the Jews. The Gentiles, 
who at one time were outside the fold, can now be brought into 
the inner circle of God's love and purpose. He has reconciled 
both to himself by the sacrifice of the one body upon the cross. 
He said to the Gentiles, you are no longer outsiders, aliens and 
foreigners. You are follower-citizens and belong to the family or 
household. He is saying you have a firm foundation beneath 
your feet for you are built upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul shows here and in other places how perfection can be ac
credited to man. He showed that God, who is rich in mercy, 
gave us the very life of his Son, and now by God's grace and not 
by achievement, man can be counted as just. It is necessary to see 
that true perfection has never been identified but with one single 
person on earth, Jesus Christ, and perfection is bestowed in only 
one way and that is by being identified with Christ and this is 
done by transferring the sinner "Into Christ" and not by trans
ferring Christ's righteousness into sinners. "Therefore if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation" (2 Cor. 5:17). "You are all 
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who 
were united with Christ in baptism have been clothed with 
Christ" (Gal. 3 :26-27). Paul summed it up by saying, "That we 
may present everyman perfect in Christ" (Col. 1:28). 

In baptism the penitent believer denounces self and becomes 
identified \vith Christ, In this process God bestows salvaion, as a 
free gift, and accredits him with perfection "in Christ." These 
blessings are not earned, either by subjective faith, or by any 
act of man, for it cannot be given upon the basis of any mortal 
man's righteousness. Man must deny himself and be identified 
with Christ, so he can say, "It is not I that liveth but Christ who 
liveth in me." 

It is wonderful that sinful man who was estranged from God 
and could not even approach a holy God, and could not find a 
way, either by law, or human merit, can now come right up to 
the great throne of God and talk to God, through the high priest, 
Jesus Christ. It is wonderful that man, so unholy, can be ac
credited with holiness and righteousness, for in Christ one can 
bear much fruit, but without him we can do nothing and are 
nothing. 
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A Bit of Early Restoration History 
SILAS HOWELL 

When I was a very small child in the 
early 1900's, my grandmother, Emma 
Shelburne Warner, would tell me about 
her grandfather, Silas Shelburne whom 
she snid preached as a member of the Bap~ 
tist Church for twenty years and then as 
a member of the Lord's church for thirty 
years before his death in 1871. She also 
told me that Silas' father, James Shel
burne, preached for forty-five years until 
his .death in 1820 wearing the nam~ Bap
tist, but contending that the Holy Scrip
tures was all that was needed, and only 
preached and practiced what was con
tained therein. Hence, I was not surprised 
but I was elated when I learned fro~ 
several documented sources that the family 
tradition which had been handed down to 
me had been previously recorded and pre
served. It did not make me proud but it 
did make me humbly thankful and' under
standing as to why she would insist that 
her grandson follow in the footsteps of her 
father, grandfather and great grand
father-contending that the Bible only is 
a safe guide and is all that is needed or 
authorized in preaching and practice. May 
I share a bit of this very early informa
tion concerning the very early movement 
toward a restoration of the ancient order 
in early America? 
(This information is given in direct 
quotations from Landon C. Bell's The Old 
Free State, 1927, Vol. 1, pp. 383-387, 413, 
420, 427, 429 with some quotations of his 
from Robt. B. Semple: History of Virginia 
Baptists; J. B. Taylor; Virginia Baptists 
-Ministers; Memorials of Methodism in 
'Virginia; Hodge: The Plea of the Pio
neers in Virginia (as indicated). 

"One of the earliest manifestations of 
this awakening of the place of Biblical 
authority for religious practices of the 
times · occurred in Lunenburg County. 
(Lunenburg County, Virginia-at that 
time consisted of what is now Patrick, 
Franklin, Bedford Campbell, Pittsyl
vania, Halifax, Charlotte and Meklen
burg Counties-S. H.). 

The Philadelphia Confession of Faith 
prescribed by the Baptist Church has been 
adopted generally by the Baptist congre
gations of Virginia. But when in 1771, at 
a meeting of the Meherrin Baptist Church 
in Lunenbut·g County, Virginia, the Bap
tist minister, Jeremiah Walker, introduced 
it for adoption by the congregation, this 
action was opposed by James Shelburne, 
a young man who was a member of that 
church. Shelburne had already attracted 
some attention as a 'fearless speaker' and 
when Walker's proposition was made, he 
arose and opposed the adoption of any 
human creed, maintaining that the Scrip
tures were sufficient rule of faith and 
practice. 

" 'This was a very advanced step to take 
at that early date. Had it been followed 
to its logical conclusion, it must have 
t•esulted in a reformation similar to the 
one inaugurated by the Campbells nearly 
fifty years later. Shelburne became a 
prominent Baptist preacher and through-

out his life earnestly advocated the aboli
tion of all ecclesiastical authority save that 
of God's word. He stood on ground in ad
vance of that taken by his bretheren but 
he never lived to see the light of th~ re
formation dawn in the Old Dominion.' 
Hodge: (The Pleas of the Pioneers in 
'Virginia, p. 30). 

" 'Twenty-two years after Shelburne had 
declared in the Baptist Church at Meher
rin that 'the Scriptures were a sufficient 
rule o_f faith and practice' James O'Kelly 
and his followers withdrew from the Meth
odist Church and renounced all rules of 
church government and took the New 
Testament as their guide.' (Memorials of 
Methodism in Virginia, p. 317). 

"'James Shelburne was born in 1737 
and began the pastorate of Reedy Creek 
Church the year it was 'constituted.' This 
wa~ four y~ars after he had challenged the 
Philadelphia Creed, when it was proposed 
by the Meherrin Church. Reedy Creek 
be~an its existence in June 1775, '(Semple: 
Htstory of Virginia Baptists, p. 297). It is 
of special mention for it was different 
from most Baptist Churches. In fact it can 
scarecly be regarded as a Baptist Church 
at all, except in name, for James Shel
burne did not believe in human creeds and 
from the time of the episode in Meh~rrin 
Baptist Church until his death (1820) in 
fact believed and taught 'that the Scrip
tures were sufficient rule of faith and 
practice.' His church was therefore prac
tically in substance and effect, what the 
church of the Restoration was except in 
name. James was, therefore in a very es
sential sense, the forerunner of Campbell 
and his associates, who soon after James 
Shelburne's death appeared in Eastern 
Virginia. He had well prepared the ground 
for their labors. 

"These pious, early Baptists who con
tinued as they called it 'orthodox ' not 
being able to win back to their V:ay of 
thinking those who supported the Restora
tion movement, decided to stamp out the 
movement, root and branch by the heavy 
heel of ecclesiastical authority. Imitating, 
to some extent at least, the practice of the 
popes in issuing bulls of excommunication, 
they resorted to the issuance and publica
tion of 'proscriptional decrees.' The earliest 
of these decrees, in Eastern Virginia, was 
directed at Silas Shelburne of Lunenburg 
County, son of James Shelburne, a Bap
tist, who in 1771, had contended against 
Jeremiah Walker in the Meherrin Baptist 
Churth that the Scriptures were a suf
ficient t·ule of faith and practice. Silas 
grew up under the preaching of his father, 
and himself became a minister, preaching 
with his father until the death of the 
latter, when he was called to the pastorate 
of the church which his father bad served. 

"Among the early preachers of the Dis
ciples of Christ who preached in Lunen
burg may be mentioned Silas Shelburne, 
who for many years was pastor of Reedy 
Creek Baptist Church, a church located 
five or six miles from Lunenburg Court 
House. (Twenty years wearing the name 

A Man's Gift 
G. F. RAINES 

In the days of King Croesus of Lydia 
the ability to tell a good story spontane~ 
ously at a court dinner was regarded as a 
mark of nobility. A slave named Aesop 
now famous throughout the world for hi~ 
fables, had for a long time amused the 
n~bles with legends embellished with sharp 
w1t. 0~~ day the king was so impressed by 
the ability of Aesop that he said: "You 
have the earmarks of nobility, and now 
you shall belong to nobility and no longer 
be a slave." 

The fact that Aesop's gift which he had 
used to the best of his ability lifted him 
from slavery to nobility perfectly illus
ti·ates the great biblical truth that "A 
man's gift maketh room for him ' and 
bringeth him before great men." ' 

God has given to most people a gift 
(talent) and also the responsibility to de
velop it and use it in doing good unto all 
men. The apostle Paul says: "As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith" (Gal. 6:10). 

Jesus related the parable of the talents 
to illustrate our responsibility to use 
our ability in faithful service (Matt. 25: 
14-30). Even if your ability is very small 
in your own eyes, you must use whatever 
ability you have to the glory of God; for, 
"He that is faithful in that which is least 
is faithful also in much; and he that is un
just in the least is unjust also in much" 
(Luke 16:10). Paul says that "if there be 
first a willing mind, it is acecpted accord
ing to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not" (2 Cor. 8:12). 

James says: "Therefore to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not to 
him it is sin" (Jas. 4:17). ' 
Newton, Mis&_.39345 

'Baptist' and thirty years wearing only 
the name 'Christian'-S. H.) 

" 'Silas Shelburne, called the 'Racoon' 
John Smith of Virginia, was born in the 
Shelburne home near Reedy Creek, about 
five miles from the Lunenburg court house 
June 4, 1790. He early decided to follow in 
the footsteps of his father as a minister 
and some time between 1810 and 1815 
began to accompany his father on his 
preaching tours.' (Hodge: The Pleas of the 
Pioneers of Vi1·ginia, p. 265). 

"The young man early began to accom
pany his father in his ministrations, and 
eventually they held meetings together. In 
one of his first meetings they held together 
several persons presented themselves for 
baptism and church membership. Father 
Shelburne said, 'Let the candidates be 
examined to see if their Christian experi
ences are satisfactory,' when his son spoke 
up and said, 'Father, that is not in ac
cordance with the Scriptures, that is not 
the way the Apostles did. How can these 
men, who have been sinners all of their 
lives and have never lived the Christian 
life, give a Christian experience? You 
might as well require every young couple 
who comes to you to be married to give a 
married experience before you perform 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Who Should Do Counseling in the Church? 
JOE K. ALLEY 

For years, I have questioned the rise of the preacher/counselor 
in the Church. It seems that we are going in a direction to mimic 
the denominational concept of "pastoral counseling," which 
sounds scriptural, but in reality is a violation of the basic scrip
tural concept of shepherds (elders) shepherding the flock. 

The science of pastoral counseling is relatively new when 
viewed from the psychological standpoint. The practice of pas
toral counseling is as old as the New Testament. But, whether 
we talk about the science or the practice of pastoral counseling, 
to whom should we apply our discussions? Should we apply it to 
the preacher or to the elders? To whom does the New Testament 
apply it? It is my view that the New Testament applies its teach
ing on counseling primarily to elders. 

There is no doubt that the preacher will do some counseling 
as he applies the word of God to the souls of men in his work 
of preaching and teaching. But, the kind of counseling under 
consideration is in addition to what the preacher normally does. 

Is it possible for a preacher to fulfill his responsibility of pro
claiming the Word if he is tied up many hours each week in 
counseling sessions? Anyone who has spent hours of time in at
tempting to help troubled people with their deep seated problems 
knows how taxing such work is. From a reality standpoint, it 
would take a very exceptional person to be able to adequately do 
a good job in both areas at the same time. 

Denominational preachers are not getting the counseling job 
done. In a Marriage and Family Counseling seminar at the Men
ninger Foundation, Dr. Karl Menninger made the following 
statement, "You men are not getting the job done. That is why 
we have to do our work." He was saying to the group of preach
ers from various churches that we had failed to get the job done 
and that it was necessary for mental health work to be done 
by others. This is an indictment against the "pastoral counseling" 
movement which is becoming so popular even among us these 
days. 

To be candidly honest, isn't it true that the need for preaching 
the Gospel is so tremendous, that those of us who carry out our 
responsibility to proclaim the Word will have little time for any 
other major activity? 

Another question which has occupied my thinking for years is, 
why did God put elders in the Church? Did he put them there as 
mere figureheads? Did he put them there to just be· business 
managers? In his book, Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, W. E. Vine wrote in reference to the meaning of the 
Greek work, "Poimen," a shepherd, or one who tends herds or 
flocks, (not merely one who feeds them), is used metaphorically 
of Christian "pastors," Eph. 4:11. Pastors guide as well as feed 
the flock; cp. Acts 20:28, which, with ver. 17, indicates that was 
the service committed to elders (overseers or bishops), so also in 
I Peter 5:12, "tend the flock-exercising the oversight," R. V.; 
this involves tender care and vigilant superintendence." In his 
wisdom, God knew that Christians would need special care in 
their spiritual development, and he placed elders in the Church 
to fulfill that need. An important part of an elder's responsibility 
is to tend the flock, which includes the counseling work we are 
talking about. 
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An objection to this line of thinking is that elders do not 
not qualify for this type of activity because they lack the 
training to equip them for such work. This cannot be said about 
all elders today. Some of them comprehend the serious nature of 
supplying spiritual care for members of the flock. But, why do 
many elders not qualify for this work? Is it because we have 
been so influenced by the "one man pastor system" that we as 
preachers have taken on ourselves this aspect of the role of 
elders? Elders can equip themselves for this work by becoming 
saturated with the Word of God, reading books on the subject, 
a~d attending classes or seminars on counseling. Preachers who 
have received special training in counseling can render an in
valuable service to our Lord's Cause by training as many elders 
as possible. 

Another objection is that elders do not have time for this time 
consuming work. If this is correct, elders need to evaluate their 
life style, and set the proper priorities in place to 'tend the flock.' 

Inherent within the concept of shepherding the flock, is the 
idea of supplying the needs of the flock. In the Church, elders 
are responsible to see that the spiritual needs of each member 
are supplied. Some of these are long standing and continuing 
needs. Our system of preachers moving every few years prevents 
the continuing care for these needs when most or all the coun
seling is placed in their hands. Elders are permanent parts of the 
local church. They can continue to supply the care for mem
bers as preachers come and go. 

I cannot remember any scripture which places the work of 
counseling in the area of a preacher's work. There are adequate 
implications in the scriptures on the work of elders to show 
that a major part of their responsibility is to supply the coun
seling needs of the members. 

Brethren, what think ye? 
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"Men Spoke From God" (2) 
JOHN T. WILLIS 

A proper understanding of the biblical teaching on the in
spiration of scripture requires an attempt to define the term 
"inspiration" in light of biblical statements made about it and the 
many phenomena which exist in the Bible. On this point, one 
must be very cautious not to elevate a human .defintion of this 
word to the level of final divine authority. C. H. Pinnock ("In
spiration," Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia, I, 1975, p. 847) says, 
"Inspiration . . . is the miracle of conservation whereby the 
truths of divine revelation have been preserved in an authentic 
and sufficient form." Harry Rimmer (Inspiration plus Revela
tion equals the Bible, 1946, p. 17) states that inspiration "is the 
process by which the Spirit of God kept his word free from error 
or fallacy, and preserved it from contradiction or mistake;" it is 
"the supervision of the writing by the Holy Ghost, Who alone 
could have operated over the centuries as the editor of all parts 
of the Book." B. B. Warfield (The Inspiration and Authority of 
the Bible, 1948, p. 131) defines inspiration as "a supernatural 
influence exerted on the sacred writers by the Spirit of God, by 
virtue of which their writings are given Divine trustworthiness." 
Further, he points out that inspiration has to do with the final 
act of producing scripture (p. 160). H. S. Miller (General Bibli
cal Introduction, eighth edition, 1954, p. 17) affirms: "Inspira
tion ... is the inbreathing of God into men, thus qualifying them 
to receive and communicate divine truth. It is God speaking 
through the Holy Spirit through men to men. It is the work of 
God through the Spirit, in men, enabling them to receive and 
give forth divine truth without error. It makes the S[...!aker and 
writer infallible in the communication of this truth, whether this 
truth was previously known or not." J. D. Thomas (Facts and 
Faith, Vol. 2, 1980, p. 19) states that 2 Timothy 3:16 means that 
"God supernaturally controlled the production of the books of 
the Bible by means of the Holy Spirit's influence upon the 
writers so that the words of the original manuscripts are exactly 
what God wanted them to be. The men were so inspired or con
trolled that the end product was precisely what was desired, yet 
it is well-known that the writers of Scriptures used their own 
vocabularies and their own knowledge of history, geography, 
and other such matters." 

All these authors are well-known conservative scholars who 
hold a very high view of inspiration. Summarizing their state
ments, it should be noted that they define inspiration as a 
"supernatural influence, inbreathing, supervision, or control" by 
the Holy Spirit over certain writers to "preserve or conserve" 
truths which God wanted preserved in a "trustworthy, authentic, 
and sufficient" manner. It should also be noted that all these 
writers agree that inspiration is "plenary" (i.e., full, complete; it 
pertains to every portion of scripture equally) and "verbal" (i.e., 
and not merely the concepts or ideas, were inspired; this is not to 
be confused with mechanical dictation), and that the Bible does 
not state how God inspired the various authors but only that he 
did so. J.D. Thomas (Facts and Faith, Vol. 2, 1980, p. 20) writes: 
"Plenary inspiration is the name commonly used to indicate the 

view of a. definite and sufficient inspiration to insure that the 
end product has the precise and exact words, yet without com
mitting oneself to any exact plan of how the Holy Spirit actually 
functioned in inspiration. It holds that the Bible is inspired so 
that there is no error in a real sense (though there may be ap
parent discrepancies), and that the person who depends upon the 
Bible can do so, because the writings in the original manuscripts 
were written accurately and they say exactly what God wanted 
said. In this way plenary inspiration is 1verbal' in its end results, 
though it is not what is called 1passive dictation.' As to method, 
the Holy Spirit did what ever was necessary to have absolute 
control of the end product, though he may well have used dif
ferent methods for different portions of Scripture, and in dif
ferent contextual situations." 

But it is also necessary to understand the difference between 
inspiration and revelation. B. B. Warfield (The Inspiration and 
Authority of the Bible, 1948, pp. 74-75) and those influenced by 
him, including, for example, C. H. Pinnock ("Inspiration," Wy
cliffe Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. I, p. 847), regard inspiration as a 
type of revelation. The point these scholars make is a valid one, 
namely, that the same God who reveals himself in nature also re
vaels himself in his words, and the two are compatible and har
monious. However, it is equally valid and important to see that· 
inspiration can be understood as the much larger entity of 
which revelation is a part. For example, Harry Rimmer (Inspira
tion plus Revelation equals the Bible, 1946, p. 55) defines revela
tion as "the supernatural impartation to man of knowledge and 
information he could not derive from his own observation or re
search." In light of this, he goes on to state that in the process 
of inspiration "the Holy Spirit is .•. quite free to use natural 
methods to achieve his purpose, such as the testimony of eye
witnesses, the accumulation of reliable historical documents, or 
the experiences of chosen men" (p. 66). 

In view of all this, the following observations of H. S. Miller 
General Biblical Introduction, eighth edition, 1954, p. 17) are of 
utmost importance in attempting to understand the nature of in
spiration. "Inspiration extends to the whole of the Scriptures, 
although the subject matter is of two kinds: (1) revelation, (2) 
known facts. 

Revelation is the work of God by which he communicates facts 
and truths which were not known before .•.• 

Known Facts may come either (1) from personal observation, 
or (2) from existing documents ...• It did not require revelation 
for Moses to write the journey of Israel from Egypt to Sinai and 
the Plains of Moab, but it did require inspiration to let him 
know what to include and what to omit, and to secure accuracy. 

Revelation discovers new truth to men (see 1 Cor. 2:10, 11); 
Inspiration guides and controls the giving out of the truth 
(see 1 Cor. 2 :13). Not all of the Bible was revealed by God to the 
writers, nor did it need to be; but the entire Bible is inspired 
by God. The Bible contains revelation; it is inspired." (More to 
follow.) 
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Discipleship 
The church does not need members! The 

church needs disciples! Jesus calls us to 
be disciples, and we want to be. But, what 
is a disciple? Our word disciple translates 
the Greek word mathetes meaning a 
learner. Vince indicates that the word in
cludes thought accompanied by endeavor. 
A disciple, then, not only believes the 
teachings of another; he practices them! 
" ... teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you." 

Every church has members who are 
workers, and others who are attenders. 
There are the dependable and the disin
terested. Sopte are promoters while others 
are parasites. The real power for church 
growth is not in programs, but in practic
ing discipleship. To be Jesus' disciple is to 
give your life totally to his direction. Har
vey Porter writes of the twelve: "they 
had come to a person and attached them
selves to him to learn the lessons that only 
h<: coul? teach. They ate with him, slept 
w1th him, walked and talked with him 
every day. Jesus was more than a teacher 
who put out a few lessons that they could 
take or leave. When they came to him as 
his disciples they were taking upon them
selves his way of life. Character and 
eternal destiny were being formed by this 
teacher. He became the center of their 
whole existence. What he loved, they loved. 
Where he went, they went. What he gave 
up, they would give up. With this in mind, 
we can appreciate the demands he made 
on them and consequently on us:" "If any
one comes to me and does not hate his 
father and mother, his wife and children 
his brothers and sisters-yes, even hi~ 
own life-he cannot be my disciple ... any
one who does not carry his cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple . . . any of you 
who does not give up everything he has 
cannot be my disciple." 

We can learn much about discipleship 
by observing the qualities of Jesus dis
ciples: 

They trusted Jesus with their lives. This 
trust was the result of their personal 

Seeking After God 
Throughout the Christian Age the ques

tion of how much God does, and how much 
man must do, in the area of our salvation 
has been debated again and again. On~ 
extreme position suggests that God does it 
all, and man has no say in it whatsoever. 
At the other extreme some have avered 
that man must earn his salvation and can 
even merit it by his own works. ' 

The Bible, of course, teaches neither of 
these extremes. It tells us that God has 
provided man with a way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and that that wa~ 
i~ "faith working through love." God has 
given us the blood of Christ to atone for 
our sins. He has given us the New Testa
~ent books to show us the way of salva
tion. And he has established the church 
on earth, to preach and teach the truth 
to the lost. 

But from this point God expects us to 
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experience with him and the reports of 
others. 

They continued in his teachings even 
when it was difficult, and each new diffi
culty overcome increased their faith. "If 
you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free." 

They put unity above personal prefer
ence, and that unity was pl'Oof of the 
claims of Jesus. Oh that it would be so 
today. 

They bore fruit. And their fruit bearing 
brought glory to God. They bore the fruit 
of the Spirit and added the Christian 
graces. As a result they were sharing 
Christ wherever they went. 

They learned humility from the Lord. 
He taught that no task was too menial no 
work beneath the true disciple. "I have 
set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you." 

The disciples were courageous-preach
ing boldly before those from whom they 
had once fled! The Sanhedrin attributed 
the change to their having been with 
Jesus. Our lives will also be transformed 
by spending time with Jesus: "We who 
with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's 
glory, are being transformed into his like
ness with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.'' 

They were generous; using their ma
terial possessions to help one another. This 
is God's welfare program, and the church 
that continually practices it will be 
blessed. 

L?v~, t.hat . all:incompassing quality of 
Chr~sttamty, IS hsted last because it per
meates every other quality that has been 
listed! "A new commandment I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. All men will 
know that you are my disciples if you love 
one another." .. 

We need to spend more time sitting at 
the feet of Jesus and learning from him. 
Then we will be able to give an answer 

(Continued on page 12) 

WALTER SWAIN 

seek after him. Paul told even the unbe
lieving Athenians that God had created 
man, "t.hat they should seek God, if haply 
they might feel after him and find him 
though he is not far from each one of 
us." These words imply that it is every 
man's duty to seek after God no matter 
who he is. God is always nea~ us but it 
is up to us to "find him." This ;equires 
that we do all we can to find out about 
God, and to know his will as he has re
vealed it to us in the scriptures. 

This is what Jesus was referring to in 
Matthew 5:6, when he declared: "Blessed 
are they that hunger and thirst after 
righ~eousness, for they shall be filled." 
Agam, Jesus was pointing out that man 
has an obligation to seek after God and 
his ways. 

The writer of Hebrews also wrote of this 
obligation and duty of man when he said 
"for he that cometh to God must believ~ 

There Are No Hidden Traps 
JIM BILL MciNTEER 

When one prays, he surely feels he is 
asking the best for himself, does he not? 
Sometimes his prayer might have the 
o~ertone of selfishness-and if God gave 
him a carte blanche dispostion on His part 
toward prayer, it might adversely affect 
other children of God. Whoever prays to 
God has been taught by Jesus who makes 
prayer possible, that the right' answer will 
be forthcoming. 

For instance, Luke 11 :9-13, in his les
son on prayer, Jesus used three most ad
mirable things. He spoke of "bread " 
"fish," and "eggs." All of this is whol~ 
some food. All is good. All of this is a 
benefit to mankind-and surely not harm 
but betterment would come in the granting 
and the acquisition of such. 

He contrasts these three with things 
that are either inedible or harmful-those 
three being "stones," "serpents " and 
"scorpions." Who can chew a rock? Who 
wants a serpent when at the time he 
thought he needed a fish? What person 
would feel blessed when that scorpion, 
the old scatterer of poison, literally is 
his gift rather than an egg? Surely r:one 
would be satisfied in asking for bread, 
fish, and egg to receive in its replacement 
stones, serpents, and scorpions! ! ! 

The exultation of the love of God is· seen 
in the fact that if evil men who are grasp
ing and selfish can understand the im
propriety of giving stones in exchange for 
bread, or serpents in exchange for fish 
or scorpions instead of eggs-then surely 
the God of glory who is the personification 
of love itself knows precisely what to give 
all of his followers. They may rest con
tentedly that that which they have re
ceived is for their betterment. In Mat
thew's writing, it says God gives "good 
things." As Luke records the story he 
said He gives "the Holy Spirit." ' 

The Christian may p1·ay with content
ment and say with complete assurance in 
answer to the question, "·Was your prayer 
answered?". "Yes, it was and I always 
receive that which is best for me from a 
Lord who loves me intently." We praise 
Him! 
1100 Belvedere Drive, Nashville Tennessee 
37204 ' 

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that seek after him." 

Thus, the Psalmist tells us that there is 
a blessing for those who seek after God 
with all of their heart. God has done much 
f?r us, and has provided a way of salva
ti?n; ~ way b~c~ to a right relationship 
with him. But It IS our duty and obligation 
to seek after God and to find that way. 

The Bible speaks of many things we 
can seek after in this life. Such as ma
terial things, the wisdom of men, our own, 
to please men, or even death. But none of 
these will solve our problems in this life 
or in the life to come. 

We must subjugate all other goals in life 
and seek above all else to know God and his 
ways. Our Lord urged us to "seek ye first 
his kingdom, and his righteousness." This 
must be our primary goal in life. 
6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, Ca. 92111. 
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In Every Generation 
JOHN A. BOOR 

Constantly we are reminded of the necessity that every gen
eration be taught everything of God. Because one generation 
learned the truth does not necessarily mean the next will know 
it. They will not unless there is constant teaching and study. 
Some of the hard-fought battles won for truth in the past can be 
lost by the passing of time when there is relaxation in teaching. 

There are some of the same problems that faced faithful 
brethren less than a century ago that threaten the church of 
our Lord again. Who would have thought the problems of mis
sionary societies, instrumental music, premillennialism, suf
ficiency of the Scriptures, evolution, existence of God, women 
leading in worship, the work of the church, rank liberalism etc. 
would have become major matters in the church again? Yet, 
though most stand firm and move forward in truth, all around 
us error is being promoted by brethren who obviously do not 
know the truth, are not aware of the events of yesteryear, or do 
not respect either truth or history. Brethren, we sorely need to 
strengthen every congregation in the basic principles of truth 
upon which the efforts of restoring the New Testament Chris
tianity are firmly planted. 

We must insist upon the inspiration, infallibility and all
sufficiency of the Scriptures. We must insist there be Bible 
authority for what is done and taught. We cannot subscribe to 
the .doctrines of men and proclaim it as truth. We must speak as 

the oracles of God, neither adding nor subtracting! We must 
stand on the position that when the seed of the kingdom, is 
sown in minds of men today as was done in the first century, it 
will produce the same fruit-CHRISTIANS, the saved, the 
church, the kingdom of God. To allow other seed to be sown will 
produce that which is not of God. 

To bow before the pressures to be like other nations, to heed 
the promoters and financially-capable brethren who are untaught 
and misled, can only bring upon the noble cause of Christ another 
tragic and digressive apostasy. I thank God for the financially
capable brethren who are sound in the faith, but to so many 
money becomes a hinderance rather than a blessing. 

The truth must be taught again and again, lest we slip from 
what we have heard and obeyed. Are we teaching God's word to 
our children? Are we impressing upon our children the im
portance of worshipping God according to his book? Do our 
children see in us an uncompromising attitude toward false doc
trine and the temptations of this world, or do they see parents 
who say one thing and do another. Nothing makes our children 
sicker than seeing a hyprocrite. We must be teaching our chil
dren by example as well as from the written pages of God's 
Word. Remember, God's Word must be taught In Every Gen
eration. 
Clovis, New Mexico 

Effectively Extending the Invitation 
WILLIAM V. CLARY 

One of the most abused parts of the worship service is the 
extending of the Lord's invitation to the erring brother and 
those still lost in the world of sin. Many times an effective ser
mon which clearly brings the one needing forgiveness to an 
awareness of the demands of God's word is destroyed by actions 
of well meaning brethren. 

For example, when members have determined that the preacher 
is ready to "wind it up" song books are instinctively grabbed and 
raked out of the racks. Others are packing up the toys, games, 
cookies, etc. so they can "beat the Methodists to McDonalds" and 
at various times of the year coats or other articles of clothing 
are put on. The person desiring forgiveness often determines 
to wait and not be an obstacle to the others attending. What an 
ironic view ! 

Sometimes we preachers are guilty of destroying the effect of 
a sermon by a long, drawn out illustration that tends to turn a 
listener away. We must be vigilant to correct this. 

Suggestions that will make the extending of the invitation 
more effective, at least in this writer's opinion are offered. 

Make sure that the song leader is aware of the close of the les
son and ready to lead the song that has been selected. It is wise 
to check with the song leader frequently and make sure the 
proper type song is led. As a song such as, "Break Thou the 
Bread of Life" is inappropriate at the Lord's table, so is, "God 
Be With You" for an invitation. This author has heard both at 
the times mentioned! 

Trusting in the power of the word of God cannot be empha-

sized enough. If one must resort to "tear-jerking" stories and 
singing of many, many verses to see a response, we have the 
right to question what that person is responding to. Too often 
we view a response or lack of same as an answer to our sermon. 
Remember Jeremiah next time we view success by numbers only. 

Another area that will greatly help the cause of Christ as the 
invitation is extended is that of congregational awareness. If 
one is in the middle of a row and comes to the side to walk down 
an aisle, be prepared to step back or out in the aisle for that 
person. While we need to watch the song director to follow his 
lead, we can view those around us occasionally. 

Taking children to the bathroom is a very poor practice during 
the invitation. A visitor once remarked to a minister that he 
thought the members of the churches of Christ had the weakest 
kidneys he had ever seen. That is a profound insight, brethren. 

Let us not overlook one final area in making the invitation ef
fective. When members show a genuine interest in the lesson 
(this will require capable preaching and proper listening skills) 
and live lives that are Christ-like in the presence of the erring 
brother or one outside of the body of Christ, many souls will 
be won to Christ. 

A worship assembly is never a spectator sport. We are not to 
be entertained but edified. We can win many battles and be 
armed to fight by attending and listening and doing all we can 
to show the lost that we care. 

856 S. State St., Lincoln, IL 62656 
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LECTURESHIP ON HARDING 
CAMPUS DRAWS 3,000 

The Harding campus hosted guests 
from 28 states and four foreign countries 
during the 57th Annual Harding Uni
versity Bible Lectureship, according to 
Bible Department Chairman Jerry Jones. 
Neale Pryor, coordinator of the Lecture
ship, estimated t hat 3,000 were present 
during the Wednesday evening worship 
service. 

The Lectureship opened on Tuesday 

night, as Harold Hazelip of Memphis, 
Tenn. presented the theme lecture, "We 
Give Thee But Thine Own." Other key
note addresses were delivered by Jones, 
Phillip Morrison of Memphis and Frank 
Pack of Los Angeles, Calif. Chapel pro
grams featured John Dale of Nashville, 
Tenn., David Wallace of Cleburne, Texas 
and Ron White of Oklahoma City, Okla. 

l\Iore than 30 preachers and church lead
ers from eight states and England con
ducted the Lectureship. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EVANGELIST was a 
monthly publication sent out 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominational ism . 

"che writing of Walter Score con
cains che same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

-Don DeWelc 

price $99.95 

Here in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist rt $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5 o/o sales tax). 

Nam<=------- ----------------------

Auun::os _ __________________________ _ 

Citr---------------::.tat.: _______ z,p ____ _ 

S1gnatur.: - ---------------------------

10 [794] 

Write or call collect (817) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Waco. Texas 76710 

KINGSLAND 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 

"Helping the Church to grow throughout 
the Southwest'' 

Located 2112 miles NW of Kingsland, Texas 
in the heart of the Highland lakes Hill 
Country. YOUTH CAMPS, PREACHER, TEACH· 
ER AND ELDER·DEACON WORKSHOPS. Avail· 
able for family re-unions when not in other 
use. Owned by members of the CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, dedicated to the growth of the 
Church. Non-profit, open for use year around. 
For information, booking or reservations, Call: 
M. R. Ph illips, 512 756-6467 or call F. L Hall, 
512 756·6961, P.O. Box 159, Burnet, Texas 
78611. 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

BlUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 56<1 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5<103 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rale 
Plnns offered only to workers in 

Chu1·ches of Clwist 
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JESUS CHRIST AND llil\1 CR UCIFIED 
Marvin Bryant 

(Continued from page 3) 
the people of our generation except J esus 
Christ and him crucified. 

If we will cast this seed upon the 
ground, the seed will sprout and grow. We 
do not know how it all happens, but we 
know that t he earth will produce crops 
by itself. Our part is to sow the seed, and 
to be ready to put in the sickle whenver 
the ha rvest may come (cf. Mark 4:26-29) . 
400 S. Lansdowne Ave., # B-1, Yeadon, Pa . 
19050 

-------0-------
A BIT OF EARLY RESTORATION 

HI STORY 
(Continued from page 5) 

the ceremony.' 'Go on, Silas a nd do right,' 
said the old man, a nd f rom that day :Co1·th 
they baptized believing penitents on their 
confession that J esus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.' (Hodge : PlecL of the Pioneers 
of V i1·ginia, p. 265) . 

"Although a true and unquestioned re
former Silas Shelbume remained nominal
ly in the Baptist ranks much longer than 
many ministers with whom he fraternized, 
and with whom he maintained identical 
views. This was due to the fail ure of Abner 
Clopton to have Shelburne 'disfellowshiped 
by the Meherrin Association. Ultimately, 
however, the group of churches for which 
he preached dissolved their relat ions with 
the Baptist Association and 'became 
simply chmches of Christ.' (Hodge : The 
Pleas of the Pionce1·s of Vi1·ginia, p. 266) . 

"'It is said of Si las Shelburne that he 
was not highly educated so far as scho-· 
lastic attainments were concerned, but he 
was deeply versed in the Bible and the 
philosophy. Says one, 'Few could get the 
marrow and fa tness of the Scriptures as 
he could.' (Hodge: The Pleas of the P io
nee?·s, p. 266). 

On one occasion he was scheduled to 
preach in a meeting where Alexander 
Campbell was to be present. He was one 
of t he best educated men of his time, and 
someone remembering Shelburne's lack of 
educational attainmen ts, asked him if he 
were not afraid to preach before Mr. 
Campbel l. 'No,' he answered. 'I have 
preached before God Almig hty many a 
time, and I don't k now why I should be 
afraid to preach before Alexander Camp
bell.'" 
Llano, Texas 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Christian con· 
tacts on Military lnstallallons wor1dwlde that are waiting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with the 
spiri tual and physical needs or thousands of o thers during 
the past four years. This service Is free! 

Send their name. complete address, phone ind military 
lnstalli\tlon, If known. along with your name and address 
IO: 

AMEN 
WHITE"S FERRY ROAO 

1 CHURCH OF CHRIST 
I 3201 No<lh Sovonlh Slreol ~ Wosl Monroe. Louisiana 71291 

American Mililory Evon~eUlting Notion• 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS--SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics -- Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

"Scripture 
on Redwood" 

1Ll't us llr.1r 
tl}l' ronduston 
of thr l.uiJolL' 
llhltlrr : 1fl'.lr 
\!."ob .1116 lirrp 
1!H5 fO!Illlhlllh 
IIH'Ilt5: for t1Jl5 
1s t1Jr Ut1Jolr 
hull' otman. 

6.95 ea. A perfect Christian Gift 

Choice of: O Ecc. 12:13 O 23 rd Psalm 
0 John 3 :16 O Acts 2:38 

on beautiful California redwood 
Approx. 6" x 9" Satin Finish 

Send 6.95 co OTTS SIGN SHOP 
429 W. Y osemite, Manteca, Ca. 95336 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
Sinc;e 19741hl' Nt"'.ar~ Church of Chr~sl h;u operated Ale! hera School ~ ~~ r 
!~\: 1~c~~~~;:~~~~~~~~~?n~:l~~~rl~:a1~~~~~:: ~0~;~~~1~;~:~ a a ·~ 
d<~y·urc through gradeS. bul the neo.o. faol•lic~ made pon•ble by 1h1~ .J ;:-'~ 
bond program w•ll pe•m•t eA~nsion lhrough gr~ra Bond ~nformat•on 
Pays 10'!.; 10¥,1.. 11,. O,urdM.uch 1, 1980. Due Seually. Matuung 6 month\ IQ 
15 ye~rs.Offer•ng mKit' by pro~pc'C ius only t rw pw~~'Ctus m mftHm.ft"'" r•llltolrt 

, ..... u l Chuuh11ffh ... t lt l\o~lf-m(Jwuha(lo.td l'>.-.llrl, l>tl.t"""''" l'f71l tJ02t1H · Hir 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
(Continued from page 8) 

to everyone who asks for the reasort oi our 
hope. J esus calls us to be his d isciples : 
" Come, fo llow me a nd I will make you 
fishers o( men." 
803 N. Winfree, Dayton, Texas 77535 

Ausfin H . E mery, 2012 Western Ave., 
F anning lon, New Mexico, August 8, 1980 : 
I have j ust r eturned from t he campaign 
for Christ at Calgary, Alber ta, Canada, 
where 47 responded to the gospel in 
three weeks .. I had the privilege of lead
ing a team of ten workers in this effort, 
directed by the Randol Mill Rd. congrega
tion in Arling ton, Texas. My next such 
effort will be in March, 1981 to Per th, 
Australia. We will launch a new program 
of outreach in Farmington beginning in 
September. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

P eople 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director--8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 70410 

1-806-702-5101 

Charles E lledge Hill, 6920 Hightowet, 
Fort Worth, Texas, 76112, October 24: We 
recently had a wonderful meeting at Ren
don with J. Woodie Holden preaching. S ix 
were baptized and one lady was restored 

and placed membership. On September we 
opened our new annex which will be a 
g reat asset to our work. We are in our 
fifth year with th is good congregation. A 
young lady was baptized Wednesday night. 

BUMPER STICKERS 

Black on Red Backing 

50¢ each 

Price 

100 & up-40¢ each 

Order from: 

Lehman Ragan 
4001 33rd St. 

Lubbock, Texas 79410 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institut ions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 8 17 / 535·1801--817 / 429·1403 

East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 

Harold Duncan 
Elder 

Teacher 

Bill Nicks 
Director 
Teacl.er 

M. H. Tucker 
Dean of Students 

Teacher 

John Waddey 
Local Evangelist 

Teacher 

Charles Hull 
Personal Work Director 

Teacher 

George Gofdmen 
Dean 

Teacher 

• Excellent Eldership • Approved for V .A. • Jobs Available for Wives • Excellent Study 
• Excellent Faculty • Mission-Minded • Established in 1971 • Excellent Program 

• Free Tuition • Classes for Wives 

Lectureship Books: 
Contributing Faculty: AI Behel , Herb Byrd. Jimmy Eaton, 

Frank Fox , Ralph Gilmore, Richard Powlus , Steve Riley. 
1977-Living Soberly, Righteously , Godly 
1978-Moral lssues 

Wives Classes Taught by: Sara Goldman and Gerry Nicks. 1979-Great Chapters of the Bible 
1980-Great Doctrines of the Bible 

Bill Nicks 
(615 )693-4894 

For More Information, Write or Call : 

East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville. Tennessee 37921 
(615)584-0002 or 584-4657 

Paperbound Cloihbound 

$4.00 
$4.00 
$5.00 
$6.00 

$6.00 
$6.00 
$7 .00 
$8.00 

George Goldman 
(61 5)938-2219 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$)02.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for delivery ond h~~ndling on oil orders under $ 10.00. Over $10.00 
odd 10%. Texos residents add 5'}'0 sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era . He was min ister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
t inguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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BOOKS .!Jn Review 
T H E P APERBACK MARKET 

CHRISTIAN PE RSP ECTIVE S ON DAT
ING AN D MARRIAGE. David Chadwell. 
Quali ty. 202p. $3.95 

David Chadwell is m inister of the Ox
ford church, a nd is heavily involved with 
t he Christia n Student Center at "old 
Miss." H is experience with college k ids 
makes him qua lified to write on this sub
j ect. A unique a bil ity ma kes his writing 
interes t ing. This book is an excellent a ddi
t ion to any church library, a good gift a nd 
a fine work t o have at your fi nger t ips for 
counseling or a very p rivate copy of your 
own for g uidance. 

MINIST E RIN G TO YOUTH. David 
Roadcup. Standa rd. 254p. $3.95 

A Strategy for t he 80's is t he sub title 
to this wor k designed to provide "how
t o" information for youth di rector s and 
church lea ders. E ach cha pte r is written by 
a knowledgeable aut hor whose familiar-

ity with h is work makes him a n author ity 
on young people's work .. One section deal
ing wilh the unique characteristics of 
various age groups is especially helpful. 

THE GIFT OF A SOUND MI ND. J a mes 
J ohnson. Herald Press. 167p. $6.95 

An unusua lly well done work on psy
chological power to overcome difficulties 
and to heal mental unhealt h iness. Atten
t ion is given to the need to be moderate 
in all things-especially eating ; to keep 
the delicate balance between work and 
f a mily responsibility; and the need to get 
away from t he psychological defense of 
excuse making. 

When sending a book for review tin these 
columns please be sure t o include the price. 
.... _ .......... .._...._.__..._...._..._ . .._..._.. _ _.._, 
~ PEWS . .. New and Used ~ 

Pew Cushions-Pew Refi nishing ~ 
\ Write or ca ll for free estimate. \ 
\ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. [ 
\ JCAFB Rd . Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
( Waco, TX 76705 817-799·5926 ~ 

----------·-----·~ 
~_...._..._......,__._.t __ _....._...__, _ a_l_l _a_u_a_ a_ •_.•) 

I CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered t ype. 

F lowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

-·-·-·-•-w-•-·-·-•-a-•- -·-•-"' 

Strawberry River Farm 
A new nove l about a farm fa mily in north Arkansas 

during the early part of this century 

b y 

WILLIAM KAY MOSER 
208 Pages of Pure Enjoyment 

$5.00 

Add 70 cents delivery and handling charge 
Texas residents add 5'}'0 sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FlRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Box 610. Austin. Texas 78767 

All books rc,·icwed here mn>' be purchn~ed from 
the F irm Foundation P ublishin g House. P lu se add 
SI.OO Cor pos tnJ<e nnd hnndlinJ< on orde rs of $ 10.00 
or less; 10% on orders o ,·er $ 10.00. 

National Church Furnishings. Inc. 

~ 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·4i/836 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

emplo~ees 
O.J= 

cbor<cbes at= cbr<fst 
fnsor<anc e gr<.oap ., .. 

• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PlAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT·PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPlEMENTAl ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY ... . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP liFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. .. ... . . . .. . . . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . ln·Hospital none 
Out·Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMilY 
DEDUCTIBlE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) .. .... $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGlE RATE (Monthly) ... . .. $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROllMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. . . .. . . .. .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving tbe Need of Our Bretbrm 
Sitzce 1975" 

•••••••••••••••••• ••••• ••••• ••••••• ••• •• ••••• •••• ••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
! Sundlly through Wedn .. d•y Congrltfl•llon•l : 

: u siNGING EMPHASIS lNOAKSHOPSu ! 
: ( 560 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast.) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • 
• • 
: S44UTC Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104, Norcross, Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
•••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• ••••• •• ••••••• •••• ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training., 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church ot Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00~P...:..:.M~. ,.....,...,=-::-~~== 

DENVER, COLORADO -~8 
LA..KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls ot Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chriat, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N, Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: 30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.-=~_~...,A.N-=:-C::-::H,..,.,-::"O~RA.:-:-G=E,..-....,C,.,B::-::UR="""c""H::---:O=F 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublla Road 

Plea•aatoa, Callforala 8-4566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle. Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM'""'o"'"N=s,....,F~R=-o.,...,..,M::""""'::S"'u""'N=s=E-=T:--o-n~90,..-m--=-in-u....,.te-ca-s-se-=t7'"te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R,....=E-L_IG __ I,_O-U""'S,.......,B.;.O.;.O;::K~S=:BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
lUonterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. Faadlcloae• 108 

"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01<' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E ... 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, 1\lin. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 01' 
call (916) 885-6776. 
FOR SALE--48 17% foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-3737 or (713) 481-1466. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE. IND.. :Z20G E. Morgaa Ave .. 
u.s. 400 East Oppo•lte K-Mart. Office 4'1'1· 
527'1. Bobb7 Wade, Min. 4'16-40Ci8. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA-Valle7 Chureh of 
Christ, Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Bu: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76639-512-932-3333. 

PULPIT VACANCY. Residence provided. Salary 
negotiable (approximately $300/week). Congregation 
In rural community with excellent growth potential. 
Desires minister looking for lenthy commitment with 
congregation. Submit sermon by cassette tape. Sub
mit resume with references. Send to attention: 
Elders, Jackson Chapel Church of Christ, Route 1, 
Box 304, Leesville, LA 71446, 

YU.!tiA, ARIZ., 051 W, :ZSth St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P .0. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 86938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 

WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista, Colorado. Congregat,on 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by Individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ, P.O. Box Sll, 
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211. 

Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made, wine eolored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 405-643-2243 or write, The 
f£o~~~h of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 

Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladles 
and youth programs, etc. available on lh inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancastel', CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 

NORTHEAST MISSION TEAM 
At Williamstown Bible College, we emphasize thf> 
team concept in missions. A team is now forming 
for Northeast, USA. The place is still to be selected. 
Congregations interested In overseeing and/or sup
J>Orting this team should contact: Dr. D. Dewayne 
Davenport, Head, Dept. of Church Growth/Evangel
ism, WBC, Williamstown, WV 26187. 

James Shahan (minister) 
300 Heritage Dr., Warner Robins, GA. 31093 

REACH OUT 
Sophisticated electronic telephone Evangelist Per
sonal Message can be phoned to 1000 homes per day, 
30,000 per month. Promote meetings, VBS, BCC 
personal evangelism, etc. Phone: 912-923-0438 or 
912-929-0566. 
WANTED: Bound Volumes of "Minister's Monthly ... 
Keith Price, 79 Westgate, Brattleboro, VT. 05301. 
-pREACHER AVAiLABLE JANUARY FIRST. 
Possessing genuine leadership qualities with back
ground in educational management. Sound in faith 
with no hobbies. Forty-nine years old and married. 
Children grown. No financial problems. Desire work 
with congregations interested in sound study 
growth. Write: Will Moyer, SSR/Box 46, Weather
ford, Tx. 76086. 
CHURCH BUSEs-New-Nearly New-Used. 
25 Years Experience In bus transportation. 
SUPERIOR COACH SALES OF TEXAS. 
INC.. 3909 E. Overton Rd., Dallas. TX 
75216 (214) 371-5049. 
Rebuilt Multilith Offset Printing Press. Used only 
a few hours. $2500. Heber Springs, AR Ph. (501) 
362- 6777. 
Desire Semi-Retired Minister In Carlsbad, TX. Call 
915-465-4687. 

WANTED 
Mature gospel preacher with at least 10 years pulpit 
experience to fill pulpit in Southwest New York 
State with membership under 100. Capable of plan
ning and leading. Must desire to work in New York 
State. If interested, send photo nnd resume with 
references to Southside Church of Christ, Mission 
Committee, 2101 Hemphill Street, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76110. 

Busses For Sale 
1970 GMC 60 Passenger, $1.700.00. 1964 Chevrolet 
48 Passen~r. $1,300.00. Both Good Condition. Call 
512-663-9605. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications nnd 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
n.sk them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 

"Moving to San Antonio area? Consider Boerne, 15 
miles NW of city limits, eonvenient to UTSA, Medi
cal Center, USAA, Malls, and business. Beautiful 
Hill Country, good schools, and a friendly, active 
congregation. Contact Church of Christ, 319 E. San 
Antonio Street, Boerne, TX." 

·------------------JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
A vallable thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FouadatloD 
trle. to •ereea advertl•lng, aad will aot 
kDowtngly take quutloaable advertflllag, 
But It Ia the reader'• re•ponslbiUQ' to ID• 
ve•tlgate, Like DD7 other paper. we •ome
tlme• UDWittiUK"I7 nlD QD unwortb7 ad, 
All the old •a71Dg aroe•, before you lnve•t. 
lave•tl~r~~tel 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
RELIGION ENROLLl\IENT UP 

Fall enrollment at the Harding Graduate 
School of Religion is up to 271 students 
from 259 last fall. These students come 
from thirty-four states and two foreign 
countries: Korea and Japan. 

The leading states from which students 
come were: Tennessee, 70; Arkansas, 41; 
Mississippi, 18; Texas, 16. One of the 
bright spots in the enrollment picture is 
an increase in the number of Master of 
Theology students to 140 from 122 last 
fall and 50 in 1973. 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSUE: $750,000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 11J2 to 13 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1981 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1) 

(2) 

HAWAII 
February 2·9 

Visiting Oahu, Maui, Hawaii 
and Kauai 

Escorted by Maxie Boren 

HOLY LAND 
March 9·20 

Visiting Egypt, Israel and Rome 
Escorted by John and Mary Maples 

(3) SOUTH PACIFIC 
March 15-April 2 

Visiting New Zealand and Australia 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(4) 
(Sixth Annual) 

MEDITERRANEAN HOLY LAND 
LECTURESHIP TOURS 

April 24-May 8 June 12-26 
October 9·23 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) HOLY LAND 
May 29-June 12 

In depth Study Tour of Israel 

Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble 
Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(6) HAWAII 
June 4·13 

Luxury Tour of Oahu, Maui, 
Hawaii and Kauai 

Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(7) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 8·19 

Visiting Seattle, Vancouver, Lake 
Louise, Banff and Jasper Park 

Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 

(8) 

ARRANGED BY 

FOWLER TOURS 

SOUTH AMERICA 
June 8·22 

Visiting Ecuador, Peru, 
Argentina and Brazil 

Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(9) ALASKA 
June 16-27 

Visiting Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Mt. McKinley Park, Whitehorse, 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 

Escorted by Jon Jones 

(10) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 24-July 3 

Visiting Calgary, Glacier National 
Park, Lake Louise and Banff 

Escorted by Maxie Boren 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES --------

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

FF 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 ·16 17 18 19 

NAM~---------------------------------------------

ADDRESS __________________________________________ __ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

16 [800) 

(11) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 27-July 11 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and France 

Escorted by Arnold Watson 

(12) ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 8·17 
Visiting Oahu, Hawaii, Maui and Kauai 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 
and Burton Landers 

(13) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND WILLIAMSBURG 

July 14·23 
Visiting Washington, Mt. Vernon, 

Gettysburg, Annapolis, Williamsburg 
Escorted by Mrs. Teady Mann 

(14) ORIENT CHINA 
July 24-August 8 

Visiting Tokyo, Japan, Hong Kong, 
and Peking, Peoples Republic of China 

(15) SCANDINAVIA VIKING 
ADVENTURE 

July 24-August 6 
Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by J. Curtis and Nell Manor 

(16) ALASKA 
August 1·12 

Visiting Anchorage, Mt. McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks and Whitehorse 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(17) HAWAII 
August 4-18 

Visiting Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, Oahu 
Escorted by Dr. Carl Brecheen 

and Dr. Paul Faulkner 

(18) MARITIME CANADA 
September 11·26 

Visiting Quebec, Montreal , Nova Scotia 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick' 
Escorted by Hulen and Guille Jackson 

(19) NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 1-8 
Visiting tl!ew York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

===~ 
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CHURCH LEADERS-Nearly 70 elders, deacons and ministers of the 
Churches of Christ gathered recently at Pepperdino University for tho 
Fourth Annual Church Leadors ' Workshop on tho Malibu campus. Two days 
of seminars, lectures and fellowship cente red on tho theme, "Helping tho 
Church to Serve," according to Poppordine Director of Church Services 
Michael Ar'!'our. (Ron Hall Photo) 

Austin, Texas. December 16, 1980 
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Write It Down 

Every day of the year we get mail addressed to the 
Firm Foundation, Box 77, Austin, Texas. The Firm 
Foundation h~s not had that box number in over 20 
years. A few days ago we received a letter from a man 
in South Africa, addressed to a box number. we had 
over 30 years ago. It was about a radio program we 
conducted that long ago. The reader has had similar 
experiences. All of which underscores the value of writ
ing it down. Oral teaching is often lost as soon as the 
echoes die out on the air. A written message may lie 
hidden away a hundred years and still save a soul. 

When God chose to communicate to man, he did so 
by means of the written word. If we had not been 
blessed with the written scriptures we would have, at 
best, only the polluted traditions of men. The present 
apostate state of religion is testimony to what happens 
when people forget the written word. The validity of 
the Restoration plea rests squarely upon the fortunate 
fact that we have a written record to go back to. 

All this was brought forcibly to mind a few days 
ago when the small 200 member church in Electra, 
Texas hosted a seminar in Christian Literature in the 
Spanish language. That congregation has undertaken a 
worthy work with vast possibilities: that of making 
gospel literature available in Spanish. There is a des
perate need for printed gospel literature in Spanish. 
We now have hundreds of preachers and thousands of 
brethren in Latin America alone, to say nothing of the 
other areas of the earth where they speak Spanish as a 
primary language, and they are all pitifully deprived 
of tools with which to work. 

The Electra church, using the printing facilities of 
the Western Christian Foundation, has undertaken the 
task of providing some of the tools. In connection with 
this unique work the elders called together a number of 
knowledgeable people in what they plan to be an annual 
workshop dealing with Spanish literature. It was our 
privilege to participate. The attendance was exceeding
ly good for a first time. 

Our promotion of the Pan American Lectureship the 
first full week of each November has sharpened a spe
cial interest we have had for a long time of getting the 
gospel to Latin America. We have encouraged many 
missionaries to go, and many congregations to send. We 
have raised teams of missionaries, and raised money to 
send them. We have raised money to provide them with 
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the tools with which to work. We are even now laying 
plans to translate Burton Coffman's excellent set of 
New Testament commentaries into Spanish. We would 
lend wh~tever assistance possible to Electra's effort to 
provide literature in Spanish. 

If the gospel had not been written down it could not 
have survived. If it had not been translated into English 
most of us who read this would be doomed to die lost. 
If we do not translate it into Spanish and put it in the 
hands of the people many of the 300,000,000 people who 
dwell in Latin America will die lost. Let us write it 
down for them. 

For many reasons, totally un-religious, it is expedient 
that we achieve a sense of oneness with our neighbors 
in Latin America. If we are ever to break the onward 
march of communism in Latin America we must de
velop a spirit of comradeship. If we do it on the basis of 
Christian principles and practices the oneness will be 
spiritual rather than political-and that is the most 
powerful and most lasting of all unions. 

People are what- they read. Show me what a people 
reads and I will tell you what kind of people they are. 
News stands and book stalls literally abound in Latin 
America. The books on those stands are mostly com
munist propaganda. It is time to put some books there 
that teach Christian principles. 

Emerging nations are justly proud of the new ability 
to read and write. That ability does not impress us so 
much because we have grown up with it, but to people 
who have newly acquired the ability it is a joyful adven
ture to read. They will read anything. Communism 
knows that, and consequently all the written material 
they can get into the people's hands will be avidly read, 
and ideas will be formed on that basis. We should pro
vide Christian literature lest these new readers become 
new communis~. Let's teach them to be new Christians 
instead. What they read they will become. 

It is certainly time that we should do something 
about this printed ministry. We talk about it. We write 
about it. We hold workshops about it. Contact the 
church in Electra (Main and Summit) and tell them 
that you will DO something about it. 
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There are two pictures of the apostolic 
church which emerge from the pages of 
the New Testament. The first is the divine 
chuch, perfectly constituted by the teach
ing of God and revealed to us by men in
spired by the Holy Spirit. This is the ideal 
church which represents the mind of God 
in everything. 

However, the message of Jesus was di
rected to sinful people who retained their 
many problems after accepting Christ. 
They had all of the natural shortcomings 
which we have today. This was evident in 
their carnality. This was the human 
church. 

Nowhere was human fallibilty more evi
dent than among the Corinthian Chris
tians. Although Paul had worked with the 
young church for its first eighteen months, 
he later found it necessary to write a 
strong letter to correct its many problems. 
They included sexual immorality and in
cest, marriage .difficulties, abuse of the 
Lord's supper, congregational lawsuits, 
misuse of spiritual gifts, and denial of the 
bodily resurrection. Not many of us today 
would claim fellowship with such a group 
of people, yet Paul addressed it as "the 
church of God which is at Corinth." 

There was another serious problem at 
Corinth. As with the other difficulties it 
was rooted in carnality. This was the spirit 
of sectarianism. At least three outstanding 
preachers had influenced the church. The 
brethren were divided over whether to fol
low Peter, Paul, or Apollos. 

Such divisiveness was clearly wrong. In
stead of being united in Christ they were 
quarreling over men. This was the ugly 
spirit of sectarianism which is one of the 
characteristics of .denominationalism. It 
stemmed from looking at spiritual mat
ters from a human perspective rather than 
through the eyes of God. Evil attitudes are 
harder to evaluate than evil actions be
cause they are intangible. However, it is 
hard to appreciate undenominational 
Christianity when we are steeped in sec
tarianism. It is important, therefore, that 
we examine four symptoms of this malady 
which affect our thinking. 

Partyism 
The Corinthian church was divided be

cause its members were following men. 
They were trying to view their faith 
through the eyes of human beings and 
their sectarianism had split them into at 
least four parties. An amazing amount of 
sectarianism stems from walking in the 
footsteps of men rather than Jesus. Some 
denominations have even incorporated the 
name of their founder into their official 
title. Such partyism is not confined to de
nominational names. It is also evident in 
"preacheritis," an undue loyalty to preach
ers or church leaders which can result in 
congregational strife. 

The party spirit can also assume the 
form of improper doctrinal loyalty. While 
it is important to be loyal to God's word, 
not all doctrinal loyalty falls in this cate
gory. Loyalty to a human creed is not iden
tical to loyalty to Christ. Neither is loyalty 
to a set of doctrinal teachings which have 
been elevated above other matters of im
portance. Some arbitrarily choose a few 
current doctrinal issues as a measure of 
one's faithfulness to Christ. Those with the 
wrong answers are rejected as unworthy 
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because they are wrong. Naturally error 
cannot be tolerated in the church. It makes 
no difference that those selecting the is
sues differ among themselves on many 
matters equally vital. They are viewing 
their religion through human eyes rather 
than seeing God's point of view. In so 
doing they are guilty of partyism. 

Sometimes political force is used to con
trol dissidents. In a denominational struc
ture this is accomplished through the 
hierarchy or convention. Where congre
gational independence is observed political 
pressures are more subtle. The reputation 
of a leader can be smeared or funds for a 
cooperative project cut off to insure com
pliance with the party line. 

Partyism can be displayed in pride over 
"our accomplishments." We may boast of 
having the biggest Bible school or congre
gation or glory in a beautiful new house 
of worship. Perhaps we bask in the re
flected glory of one of "our faith" who has 
achieved national prominence in entertain
ment, sports, or politics. The religion of a 
president may focus attention on his per
sonal convictions if he in fact lives by 
them, but this can never compare in good 
accomplished with the daily righteous lives 
of humble disciples of Christ. 

The party spirit is rooted in a failure to 
appreciate undenominational Christianity. 
The church of our Lord is composed of all 
the saved as viewed by God. It can never 
be circumscribed by loyalty to men or an 
arbitrary set of doctrinal issues. 

Traditionalism 
One of the major causes of the sectarian 

spirit is traditionalism. Traditions are not 
wrong within themselves and in one sense 
are commended in the New Testament. 

The Pharisees in the first century had 
many religious customs relating to such 
things as ceremonial washings, the fringes 
of one's garments, and how far one might 
travel on the sabbath day. Jesus con
demned their traditions, not because they 
were necessarily wrong as such, but be
cause they used them to nullify God's 
word. He said, "You have a fine way of re
jecting the commandment of God, in order 
to keep your tradition! 

Each church has traditional ways of 
doing things. That something has always 
been done in a certain way makes it neither 
right nor wrong. However, a problem is 
created when through constant unvaried 
usage the impression is left that it is 
wrong to proceed otherwise. For example, 
among many religious groups it is cus
tomary to conclude a period of worship 
with prayer. This is certainly fitting. How
ever, it would not be wrong to end with 
a hymn. This is what Jesus did one time. 
If we insist that the final act of public 
worship must be prayer we have allowed 
custom to override the word of God. One 

writer has observed, "Crystallization of 
custom has been the germinating power 
of sectarianism." 

Traditionalism carries over into inter
pretation of scripture. The Pharisees re
peated traditional explanations of the Old 
Testament writings. The conclusions of a 
noted rabbi would be parroted by his dis
ciples without much effort to gain new in
sights into the word of God. We do the 
same thing today. It is easier to accept the 
interpretations of great scholars than to 
plumb the depths of the Holy Writings. In 
the process we may be guilty of misapply
ing passages because we have not reexam
ined them to determine the validity of our 
argument. 

Without realizing it we can become more 
interested in defending accepted positions 
than in searching for new truths. This is 
apparent in some Bible classes in which the 
teacher responds to an honest inquiry by 
shooting it (and the questioner) down be
cause he suspects a challenge to the ortho
dox explanations. No genuine attempt is 
made to grapple with the issue. Instead 
intimidation is used to defend the status 
quo. How much better it is to honestly con
sider the question on the basis of the 
scriptures, examining the various possible 
explanations, and then to draw an honest 
conclusion derived from the word itself. 

Christians in congregations enmeshed in 
traditionalism face a difficult situation. 
Should they rock the boat and create a 
furor, or should they keep their mouths 
shut in the interest of peace? It is im
portant to view this problem through the 
eyes of Christ: "Be wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves" (Matthew 10:16). Wis
dom requires that customs not be changed 
just for the sake of doing things differ
ently. Before challenging the traditional 
one should count the cost. Some things are 
permissable which are not expedient. 

On the other hand, each practice and 
interpretation should be considered in the 
light of scripture to distinguish the tradi
tional from God's revelation. Erroneous 
ideas must be rejected even if they have 
been hallowed by years of acceptance. 
Patience should be exercised in teaching 
the oracles of God as one strips away as 
best he can the traditionalism which colors 
practices and interpretations. Traditions 
revered by years of observance cannot be 
removed overnight. Patient teaching in the 
spirit of love will accomplish more good 
than a campaign to overturn the establish
ment. 

Dogmatism 
An outgrowth of extreme traditionalism 

is .dogmatism, the "I am right and can't be 
wrong" attitude. The dogmatic individual 
can see neither his own limitations nor 
God's point of view. In all areas of life the 
dogmatist is usually emotionally insecure, 
terribly afraid to acknowledge that he is 
wrong. A dogmatic spirit creates more ill 
will than anything else. It is much easier 
to create prejudice than to remove it. 

Religious dogmatism often relates to 
one's inability to distinguish between what 
the Bible says and his explanation of it. To 
him his interpretation of a passage is 
identical to the actual words of the scrip
tures. If someone rejects his interpretation 
he accuses him of rejecting the authority 

(Continued on page 11) 
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God's View of Woman and Common Sense 
JOHN N. CLAYTON 

I suffer not a woma.n to teach nor to usurp authority over 
the man, but to be in silence. I Timothy 2:12. 

Let your women keep silence in the Churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; ..•. If they will learn any
thi1~g, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame 
for women to speak in the Church. I Corinthians 14:34-35. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither male nor 
female: for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28. 

One of the most critical issues of our day is the role of women 
in society, the Church and the world. Whether one is a chau
vinist or a feminist, the heat of the controversy cannot be ig
nored. For those of us who are Christians the issue has become 
vital to the Church. How do we bring passages· like the ones 
above together'? Sheila Thompson and Madalyn O'Hair have suc
ceeded in bringing huge numbers of women into their atheist 
groups by claiming that the Bible in general and Christianity in 
particular are sexist in their orientation and chauvinistic in their 
character. Few congregations have escaped problems in this area, 
and many marriages have had great problems--even marriages 
between Christians. 

One of the many tragedies in this matter has been a tre
mendous amount of error in understanding God's view of woman. 
Sheila Thompson, spokeswoman for the "Freedom From Re
ligion Foundation," has been getting a great deal of publicity 
by claiming that the Bible is a male-chauvinistic book which 
demeans and degrades women. In the last three years I have 
heard a few sisters in Christ make similar statements even 
though less negatively. Let's look at some logical and biblical 
truths in this area. 

God Is Not a Male in a Human Sense 

One of the biggest errors among believers and non-believers 
alike has been an anthropomorphic concept of God which makes 
him a human male. If we really understand what God is, we won't 
try to fashion him in our image. The Bible tells us "God is a 
Spirit" (John 4:24). Spirits are not sexual beings. We are not 
"married or given in marriage" if we are spiritual beings. Jesus 
told Peter "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 16:17). A being that is 
not flesh and blood is not sexual. Statements like "God is light," 
"God is love," etc., all belie the tendency we have to make God 
a human sexual being. 

A second point is that nowhere in the Bible is God indicated as 
being sexual. There is no neuter gender in Hebrew, so no gram
matical evidence can be cited. Since certain characteristics are 
linked to the two sexes, we can see both male and female at
tributes in God. No one can read "Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which art sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens .... " (Matt. 23 :37) and say that 
this is a male figure. The Bible portrays God as totally superior 
to our abilities. He is not sexual with all the weaknesses being 
sexual implies. Thus he has no reason to prefer one sex over 
another. The diferrence between male and female must be de
signed. It cannot be a prejudicial thing, for it would be totally 
inconsistent with the nature of God for that to be the case. 
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The Bible Places Great Value on Woman 

Who was the first human to know about the fact that Jesus 
would be born? Who was the first to know that the Son of God 
had risen from the dead? Who was the first person in Samar!a 
to be approached by the Savior? Why did John address one of 
his letters "To the Elect Lady"? How would you characterize or 
what value would you place on the role of Hannah, Deborah, 
Esther, Ruth, Lydia, Elizabeth or Mary? How can anyone even 
remotely familiar with the Bible maintain that it demeans and 
degrades woman when even in these difficult ancient times nearly 
every major historical event that has a positive note to it centers 
around a woman? 

It Is Biological Nonsense 
To Say Men and Women Are the Same 

In Peter's writings he makes the comment that women should 
be treated as the "weaker vessel" (I Pet. 3:7). Notice that he 
didn't say lower or inferior or less important-he said "weaker." 
Some of the weakest men who have ever lived have been some of 
the greatest in the good they have done. It is a fact of biology 
that woman's physical design is not the same as man's. Woman 
is usually smaller than man. She is usually lighter; has a higher 
water content, a higher center of gravity, a slower metabolic rate, 
and is much more vulnerable to a physical blow. In our days of 
woman's athletics, we are finding a whole new spectrum of in
juries and problems peculiar to the woman athlete. This has 
given rise to whole new specializations in both training pro
cedures and in the treatment of injuries. 

What Is God's Plan? 

God created male and female to be of equal value and equal 
importance. He created us all with certain talents and certain 
abilities. In his wisdom he has identified definite responsibilities 
commensurate with the abilities he has placed within us. Some 
of these are physical abilities dependent upon our biology, Not 
having a menstrual cycle will give a male the ability to do certain 
things better than a female. The role of being a mother is physi
cally impossible for a man. 

There are also mental, emotional and psychological factors 
which God knows and has applied in his teachings. The role of 
man in the Chureh is one of these. Man's needs, as well as his 
talents, are met in his God-given leadership in the worship ser
vice of the Church. This is logical and important. The relation
ship of husband and wife is also beautiful and logical when the 
Bible's plan is followed. 

Like everything in the creation, we are the result of planning 
and design. It is pathetically ignorant to charge a Spirit whose 
wisdom and planning has given us every good thing we have with 
being prejudiced and unfair with his blessings. Solomon's pic
ture of the "virtuous woman" who is ideal in man's and God's 
sight does not portray an ignorant, deprived individual. It shows 
a capable, intelligent woman in business and in the home. She 
competes and functions in all aspects of life, but allows the men 
around her to do the same and to function in their God-given 
roles as well. 

17411 Battles Rd., South Bend, Ind. 46614 
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Religion That Repels 
DALE R. WELLS 

The Jews enjoyed God's favor. They were certain of that. 
From the time their forefather was selected from among men to 
be God's friend, they basked in the glory of His presence. The 
c~l~ of Abraham, the exodus from Egypt, the return from cap
tiVIty all underscored God's favor. 

So what if he sinned? He had the seal of circumcision, the law 
of Moses and the Sabbath. He was special and he knew it. He was 
better than the Gentile dogs, or so he thought. That is why the 
Gentiles hated him! And no wonder! His smug attitude alienated 
all men from him! This is the import of Romans 2:17-29. 

To transfer the lesson from the First Century to today only a 
small change needs be made. We have the New Testament and all 
its ordinances. We practice scriptural observance of baptism and 
the Lord's Supper and our singing is unaccompanied. Our or
ganization comes from the pages of the New Testament, yet 
people hate us! They tolerate and even approve of denominations, 
yet they hate us. Why? 

Perhaps in our quest to restore true religion we have de
veloped attitudes which actually turn people away from the 
gospel. 

Air of Superiority (verses 17, 18) 

Paul knew the Jews all too well. He knew their smugness and 
his condemnation of their attitude should convict us. Speaking to 
the individual, he accuses: "You call yourself a Jew." The idea 
expressed is not "You are called a Jew" or "You bear the name 
'Jew,'" but "You take the name Jew exclusively of yourself." 
How we love the name Christian. We wear the name and apply 
it exclusively to ourselves. But what do others say about us? Do 
they regard us as real examples of Christianity or just members 
of the church of Christ? The Jews leaned on law. They had the 
ordinances and they knew them by heart. Yet they did not live up 
to the law. The very scriptures that give them confidence will 
come back some day to haunt them. 

They boasted of their relationship to God. As Micah put it, 
after summing up the sins of leader, priests and prophets, "Yet 
they lean upon the Lord and say, 'Is not the Lord among us? 
No disaster will come upon us.'" (Micah 3:11). 

And the Jews knew the will of God. They were instructed in it 
and they knew what it contained. The New American Standard 
Version has the best rendering of verse 18: (you) "know His 
will, and approve the things that are essential, being instructed 
out of the Law." To the Jew, the essentials were circumcision 
and Sabbaths; to us they are baptism, the Lord's Supper and 
acapella music. 

Contempt of Others (verses 19, 20) 
The Jews' contempt for the Gentiles was well-known in the 

First Century. Tacitus referred to it when he wrote "Among 
themselves their honesty is inflexible, their compassion quick to 
move, but to all others, they show the hatred of antagonism." 
They were accused of atheism, not so much because of the 
irnageless worship as for their cold contempt of all other re
ligions. 

Their contempt was manifest in the terms they used. The Gen
tiles were "blind" or at least "in the .dark." They were "foolish" 

or perhaps "infants." But the Jews were "guides," "lights," 
"correctors" and "teachers." Jews, like so many of us were poor 
missionaries because no one who holds others in cont:rnpt can be 
an effective missionary. 

Inconsistent Living (verses 21-24) 
Jesus pegged the Jewish leaders (and many of us) well when 

he said "they do not practice what they preach" (Matthew 23 :3). 
They knew what the Bible taught about stealing but the law 
didn't kill covetousness. With expert skill they c~uld twist the 
law to satisfy their own greed (Matthew 23:14). They knew 
what the law taught about adultery but they could not stand the 
heart searching examination of Jesus (Matthew 6:28; 15:9; 
John 8:7-9). They knew the ban on even the things used in 
idolatry (Deuteronomy 7:26), yet they even broke this com
mand of God. 

Is it really any different today? When Christians rob God of 
their time, talent and money to satisfy greed, Paul says that is 
the same thing as idolatry. 

How often do we brag about our knowledge of the law of God, 
then dishonor him by breaking it? No wonder people are re
pulsed! (verses 23, 24). 

Reliance on Externals (verses 25-29) 
The Jew relied on his circumcision in the same way that many 

of us rely on our baptism. It was the mark that made him ac
ceptable to God. It was as inconceivable to him that God would 
prefer an uncircumcised Gentile as it is to us that he would pre
fer an unbaptized pagan. 

The question is not really whether one can be saved without 
baptism. He cannot! It is rather "Does baptism automatically 
and irrevocably save?" Paul's answer would have to be "No!" 
As the Jew had to live up to the calling of his circumcision, so we 
must live up to the calling of our baptism. 

An interesting note can be made here. Paul began by saying 
"You call yourself a Jew." He concluded "such a man's praise is 
from God." The name "Judah" originally signified "praise" 
(Genesis 29:36; 49:8). So perhaps there is a play on words here. 
In addition to saying we should be more concerned about God's 
praise than man's, perhaps Paul is affirming that real Jewish
ness depends more on what God says about a man than what that 
man says about himself. 

You call yourself a Christian; what does God have to say 
about that? 
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The dearth of Bible knowledge in the 
Lord's church today is tragic. Many Chris
tians know very little about the twenty
seven books of the New Testament. Still 
more know virtually nothing about the 
thirty-nine books which precede the gos
pel according to Matthew. We justify our
selves in this ignorance by saying that we 
are under the New Testament and that 
it is more important to study the New 
Testament books. Such an attitude re
flects a basic misunderstanding of the 
value of pre-Christian scripture. Several 
factors have contributed to this misunder
standing. 

First, we have often failed to grasp what 
the scriptures mean when they speak of an 
old testament. Hebrews and 2 Corinthians 
are the only books in the Bible which 
speak of an "old" covenant. The author 
of Hebrews considers the covenant rela
tionship_ between God and Israel to be old 
by inference because God promised his 
people a new covenant (Heb. 8:6-13); Jer. 
31 :31-34). This covenant relationship 
would be new because it would be based on 
a perfect atoning sacrifice instead of the 
inferior sacrifices and the legal system 
which could not take away sin. The partici
pants in the new covenant would have a 
perfect eternal high priest and an in
destructable tabernacle in contrast to the 
mortal priests and the destructable temple 
in Jerusalem. When God promised a new 
covenant he Elade the first old (Heb. 8:13). 

Because the first covenant was not fault
less, a second covenant was needed (He b. 
8:7). The word covenant, diatheke, de
scribes the relationship that exists between 
God and his people and the basis for that 
relationship. The farthest thing from the 
inspired author-'s mind when he used the 
wor.d diatheke was the pre-Christian 
canonical corpus. The writer of Hebrews 
simply meant that God's relationship with 
his people is now new and superior be
cause that relationship is based on the 
saving work of the sinless Christ. When 
Paul speaks of the reading of the "old 
covenant" he refers to the law of Moses 
·which was the basis for the covenant rela
tionship between God and Israel (2 Cor. 
3:14). 

Next, there is some confusion among us 
concerning what is meant by the word 
"law" in the New Testament. Does the 
word include the thirty-nine pre-Christian 
books of scripture? Does "law" refer only 
to the first five books? In this writer's 
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view, neither of the above is entirely satis
factory. 

In some ·of its occurrences, "law" refers 
to the Pentatuch. This holds true when 
the law is considered one of the divisions 
of scripture. Jesus spoke of "the law and 
the prophets" and of the "law, the 
prophets, and the psalms," (Luke 16:16; 
24:44). The "law and the prophets" were 
read in the synagogue in Antioch (Acts 
13:15). In such cases "law" means the 
Pentatuch. 

On other occasions, New Testament 
writers used the word "law" to refer to the 
legal code given to Israel through Moses. 
Stephen speaks of the law in this sense, 
charging that the Jews had failed to keep 
it (Acts 7:53). Paul refers to the legal 
code of ordinances when he insists that no 
person can be justified by the law (Acts 
13:39; Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:10). This is the 
sense in which the author of Hebrews 
speaks of the law (Heb. 7 :19; 10:28). It is 
possible that "law" is intended to include 
the statements of the psalmist in Romans 
3:19. There is no occurrence of the word 
"law" in the New Testament of which I 
am aware where it is meant to include the 
entire pre-Christian canon. This brings us 
to the major question at issue. 

What is it that was abolished at the 
cross? Paul answers, "having blotted out 
the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us: and 
he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it 
to the cross," (Col. 2 :14). The "handwrit
ing of ordinances" or the "law of com
mandments contained in ordinances" is the 
legal code of Moses, not the entire Penta
tuch, and not the thirty-nine "Old Testa
ment" books (Col. 2:14; Eph. 2:15): 
Therefore, it was the legal code of apo
dictic and casuistic laws that was 
abolished. 

Alongside the teaching that the law was 
abolished is the idea that the law and the 
prophets were fulfilled in the work of 
Christ (Matt. 5:17). To say that they are 
fulfilled is not the same thing as saying 
that they were abolished. The Jews of 
Jesus' day understood that holy scripture 
has more than one level of meaning. There 
is the literal contextual meaning and 
there is the fuller spiritual meaning. The 
sacrificial system, the tabernacle, the 
preistly service, and other matters dealt 
with in the law find spiritual fulfillment in 
Christ and in the church. The words of the 
prophets, which usually had a literal mean
ing applicable to their own situation, find 

their full or spiritual meaning in Jesus 
Christ and his work. Realizing this, num
erous New Testament writers introduce 
Old Testament quotations with the formu
la, "thus it was fulfilled." These inspired 
Christian interpreters of the Old Testa
ment followed the methods of Jesus who 
showed them the spiritual or eternal mean
ing of pre-Christian scripture (Luke 24: 
44-45). This is why the pre-Christian 
scriptures can only make one wise unto 
salvation "through faith in Christ Jesus," 
(2 Tim. 3 :15). We must, therefore, be 
careful to see the law and the prophets in 
their proper perspective, knowing that they 
have much to tell us about "the sufferings 
of Christ and the glories that should follow 
them," (1 Pet. 1 :11). Thus, while the law 
and the prophets are "fulfilled" in the re
demptive work of Christ, only the hand
writing of ordinances has been abolished. 

The thirty-nine books of the pre
Christian canon formed the Bible of the 
earliest disciples. One would have been 
hard put to convince one of the first 
members of the Jerusalem church that his 
Bible no longer had ·anything to say to 
him. This Bible was able to make one wise 
unto salvation if seen through faith in 
Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 3:15). These scrip
tures were profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, and for instruction 
in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The 
first century preachers found in our Old 
Testament the divine scheme of redemp
tion made known to them by Jesus Christ 
(Acts 8 :35). 

What can we say of the treasures of di
vine knowledge that lie hidden in the pre
Christian scriptures? The events recorded 
there "happened to them by way of 
example, and they are written for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the 
ages are come," (1 Cor. 10:11). These 
things were "written for our learning, that 
through steadfastness and through comfort 
of the scriptures we might have hope," 
(Rom. 15:4). "Old Testament" is indeed 
a misnomer if used to refer to the entire 
content of those thirty-nine inspired books. 
The only thing old in those books is the 
particular relationship which existed be
tween God and Israel and the basis for that 
relationship. The scribe who has found the 
kingdom of God can pull from that vast 
treasure chest things both new and old. 
May God bless us in our quest for the un
told riches in all of his holy word ! 

1930 St. James, Vernon, Texas 76384 
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"Men Spoke From God" (3) 

It is very important that one's view of 
the inspiration of the Bible be biblical. In 
other words, it must agree with the claims 
made by the inspired authors of the vari
ous biblical books, and with the phenomena 
whick appear in these books. The present 
article makes no claim to be exhaustive in 
calling attenion to some of these claims 
and phenomena, but simply to offer certain 
thoughts to point in the right direction. 

1. Certain inspired writers of the Bible 
claim to preserve only portions of written 
and oral material available to them, and 
the basis on which they preserve this is 
to meet tke needa of the audiences they 
are addressing. For example, John writes: 
"Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, whick are not 
written in this book; but these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in his name" (John 20: 
30-31; see also 21 :25). This brings out two 
important principles which must be kept in 
mind in attempting to understand the 
Bible. First, in the Bible one can expect 
to encounter many gaps in the flow of his
torical events, a record of only certain 
parts of events which are preserved, and 
even apparent contradictions in the text. 
One searching to discover the minute de
tails of various events can expect to be 
greatly disappointed and frequently per
plexed. For example, he will be troubled 
about the presence of large numbers of 
people in the days of Cain, since Cain says 
to the Lord, "Whoever finds me will slay 
me," and since "the Lord put a mark on 
Cain, lest any who came upon him should 
kill him" (Gen. 4:14, 15). Or he will be 
disturbed by the fact that Mark says 
Jesus rode a colt into Jerusalem when he 
made his triumphal entry (Mark 11 :1-9), 
while Matthew says he rode a colt and an 
ass (Matt. 21 :1-9). But the purpose of the 
biblical writers is not to supply the kind of 
information which would be necessary to 
explain such situations or to harmonize 
such passages. But by faith one can be 
assured that if all the historical details 
were known, such problems would not 
exist. 

Second, since the different inspired 
writers wrote what they did under divine 
guidance to meet specific needs of the 
people to whom they wrote, the only proper 
way to apply the Bible to man's needs in 
any generation is (a) to discover the needs 
of contemporary men, and then (b) to ap
ply to this situation those biblical texts 
which were intended for a similar situa
tion when a given biblical book was origi
nally written. It is not sufficient to know 
the needs ·of a contemporary person or 
church, or to know the teachings of the 
Bible. One must bring the two together in 
a real situation. Then and only then can 
God speak satisfactorily through his word 
to meet man's needs. 

JOHN T. WILLIS 

2. Certain inspired authors of the Bible 
claim they used written sources and got 
information from eye-witnesses and others 
in personal conversation in the course of 
writing their books. For example, Luke 
says that "eye-witnesses and ministers of 
the word" "delivered to us" (note he in
cludes himself in the "us") information 
concerning the life and teachings of Jesus, 
and refers to the fact that "many have 
undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things which have been accomplished 
among us." Further, he states that before 
he wrote his gospel he "followed all things 
closely for some time past" (Luke 1:1-3). 
Apparently Luke used oral and written 
sources in the production of his gospel, 
and checked carefully the information 
handed down to him to assure its ac
curacy. Of course, he did all this under 
the superintendence and control of the 
Holy Spirit. 

This same phenomenon occurs frequently 
throughout the Bible. After his account 
of the life of David, the author of the 
books of Chronicles says, "Now the acts of 
King David, from first to last, are written 
in the Chronicles of Samuel the seer, and 
in the Chronicles of Nathan the prophet, 
and in the Chronicles of Gad the seer, with 
accounts of all his rule and his might and 
of the circumstances that came upon him 
and upon Israel, and upon all the kingdoms 
of the countries" (1 Chron. 29:29-30; see 
further 2 Chron. 9:29; 12:15; 13:22; 16: 
11 ; etc.). A very instructive example is 
found in Proverbs 31 :1 : "The words of 
Lemuel, king of Massa, which his mother 
taught him." The mother of Lemuel taught 
him the proverbs now recorded in Prov
erbs 31 :2ff. orally, later he wrote them 
down, and now they are preserved in the 
last chapter of the book of Proverbs. 

Some of the sources used by the biblical 
writers may have been inspired when they 
were first written because they became 
a part of the Bible, but some were not. 
For example, Ezra 4:11-16 preserves a 
letter written by Rehum, Shimshai, and 
their associates to Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, urging him to stop the Jews from 
building the walls and city of Jerusalem, 
then verses · 17-22 contain the letter 
Artaxerxes sent back. Neither of these 
letters was originally inspired but the in
spired writer of the book of Ezra decided 
to include them in his book as he was 
borne along by the Holy Spirit, so now 
they become inspired by the fact of their 
inclusion. 

3. The Bible is a record of the words and 
deeds of many people, such as Adam and 
Eve, Abraham, David, Peter, the devil, 
Simon the Pharisee, and many others. It is 
also a record of the words and deeds of 
God. When God or one of his authorized 
spokesmen speaks, it is the word of God. 

But when, for example, Peter rebukes 
Jesus for announcing his death, burial, and 
resurrection (Matt. 16-22), this was not 
the word of God, because Jesus himself 
reproves Peter for saying this in the very 
next verse. The later recording of what 
Peter said is true--and makes it inspired 
in that sense; but what Peter said was not 
at the time inspired-in fact, it was the 
opposite of God's will. Accordingly, the 
entire Bible is inspired of God and is true, 
but only portions of it are specifically 
God's message to man. In other words, the 
Bible is the word or message of God, but 
inasmuch as it includes the words of un
believers and not all of it is a word of God, 
it is spoken of as containing the words of 
God. 

This is an important point, because it 
emphasizes the importance of determining 
the speaker, the audience, the occasion, the 
problem or need, and many other things 
when interpreting a biblical passage. 
Failure to do this can lead to misunder
standings of the real message of the Bible. 
An example of such misunderstanding may 
be helpful. John 9:31 is sometimes cited to 
prove that God does not answer the 
prayers of an alien sinner or one who is 
not a Christian. It says: "We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but if any 
one is a worshiper of God and does his 
will, God listens to him." However, when 
one examines the context, he discovers the 
following facts: ( 1) the speaker here is the 
blind man Jesus had healed ( cf. vs. 30) ; 
(2) he is speaking to the Jews, who are 
seeking to show that Jesus had not really 
performed a miracle, causing the blind 
man to see (cf. vss. 18, 22); (3) since the 
Jews had called him a "sinner" in verse 
24, the "sinner" under consideration here 
is Jesus (of course, this does not mean 
Jesus was really a sinner, but only that 
the Jews so labelled him); (4) the point 
the blind man was making in verse 31 was 
that Jesus could not be a sinner, because 
he had called on God the Father to work 
through him to heal the blind man, and the 
Father had answered his prayer and had 
healed him. The accounts of the conver
sions of Cornelius (Acts 10:1-4) and Saul 
(Acts 9: 11) indicate God does answer the 
prayers of honest truth-seekers who are 
not yet Christians as they attempt to learn 
his will and obey it. 

The point being made here is obviously 
distinctively different from the view of 
inspiration or revelation which affirms 
that the Bible is not the word of God, but 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit 
becomes the word of God to one studying 
it, if and when God chooses that it shall. 
This view is that the Bible contains the 
word of God, but not objectively or ab
solutely as it is ordinarily read. 

(To be continued) 
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While Fighting, We Neglect 
It is important to the stability and the 

security of New Testament Christianity 
for Christians to rise up and fight. Paul 
said, "I am set for the defense of the 
gospel.". "To them we did not yield sub
mission even for a moment, that the truth 
of the gospel might be preserved in you." 
The wolf who would devour the flock must 
be stopped! 

In the last few years much has been 
done in fighting off the wolf and surely, 
more must be done. However, as energy 
and time have been consumed warding off 
the attacks from the outside, we have 
neglected the people on the inside. While 
we have been denying the wolf his meal, 
we have allowed the church to die of star
vation. The devil could not be successful 
one way, so he is trying another. 

Recently one of my students said to me 
that he had heard that members of 
churches of Christ could quote the Bible 
and were all good students of the Word, 
but he had never known any like that. 
Members in his horne congregation did not 
even carry their Bibles to worship. This 
student's observation is all too valid in a 
lot of churches. We have failed to remem
ber that strength for stability and security 

The Prison Ministry 
Ike was on Class "A" drugs and in 

prison for his second time. James had a 
temper and drinking problem and is in 
prison for the murder of a child. Jerry 
was irresponsible and a thief. Bill wasn't 
about to walk away from trouble, so he 
killed a man. 

All of these men are in Texas prisons. 
But, they at·e all .different men now. The 
hard work, controlled circumstances and 
special counseling programs didn't change 
these men-they very seldom do. The gos
pel of Christ, through correspondence 
Courses and personal teaching by dedi
cated men and women, changed these 
prisoners. Prisoners can be changed. They 
need to be given that opportunity. Every 
man has the right to hear the gospel once. 

On the street where most of these 
prisoners lived Christians were very few, 
and mostly silent. And those who roamed 
those streets very seldom were seen on 
"church street!" Only in prison does one 
have opportunity to teach men like these. 
But, in prison, one does have a "captive" 
audience! 

Do They Really Listen? 
Some don't. The seed falls on stony 

ground. Some listen and soon wither. But 
then there are those th~t have always 
wanted something better-something with 
love and hope. These-Ike, James, Jerry 
and Bill-read the Bible and Bible litera
ture for hours on end as they have time, 
and their faces begin to shine with this 
heavenly wisdom. They are a joy to work 
with. A great light has shined in the midst 
of all that darkness. Love replaces hate. 
Hope enters dispelling doubts and dis
trust. Thirty-four of these prisoners have 
been baptized this past year through our 
work at Eldridge Road in Sugar Land and 
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tnust come from the inside. The difference 
in the houses that the wolf blew down was 
in the building materials. 

The church in Corinth, first century, 
was a church that seemed to spend its time 
disputing over minor faults while Satan 
was having a heyday. Really serious faults 
in the church quite frequently make little 
or no impression on members while lesser 
failings stir them up. Spirituality does not 
thrive in an atmosphere like this. "For 
where jealousy and envy exist, there will 
be disorder and every evil practice." 

The man who is "asleep" in the pew is 
little concerned about his own spiritual 
strength. He is satisfied that someone is 
out there fighting the wolf. He won't lift a 
hand to help. Besides the "clergy" are 
bettet· prepared to fight such engagements. 

Since he is "asleep" he doesn't know 
whether the information he is receiving is 
accurate or not. In fact, he has been so 
long in opening his Bible for himself that 
he doesn't know what truth is. His infor
mation about where the problems lie is 
out-dated, and if he ever rouses himself 
to fight, he attacks a "straw man" of by
gone days. 

We dare not allow a situation so devas-

JOE McKISSICK 

many more through similar ministries else
where. 

Restoration Movement 
In prison you see cellmates that are 

Baptists, Catholics, Methodists and Pres
byterian all studying together and digging 
for treasures of truth. One of their first 
questions to a teacher is, "Why do we have 
so many different churches?" When you 
tell them that Christ never wanted that 
but simply wanted men to be Christians, 
and Christians only, you see their heads 
begin to nod-they like what they are 
hearing. This makes sense to them. Some 
day maybe some of them will help us re
store the Restoration! 

Prisoners in our state prisons come from · 
all over Texas-mainly our big cities of 
Houston, Dallas, Ft. Worth, San Antonio, 
Austin, Waco, Lubbock, etc. Christians 
from all over Texas need to be concerned. 

What Is Needed? 
Special prayers for prisoners and 

workers. 
Those who will correspond and become 

friends of prisoners. 
Those who will teach through Bible 

Correspondence courses. 
Visitors. Some prisoners have not had a 

visitor in 10 years. Much teaching can be 
done as a friend. 

Teachers--especially in jails. Very few 
teachers can enter the prison units, except 
as visitors. 

Financial help for those who are doing 
a special work. (And the Eldridge Road 
church does need your financial help.) 

For those interested in a special infor
mation booklet about Texas State Prison 
work, "The Inside Story," write: Joe 
McKissick, Eldridge Rd. Church of Christ, 
Box 260, Sugar Land, Texas 77478. 

tating to continue! We must get the Bible 
open! How do we do it? 

First, let's get the Bible open in the 
Christian horne. Where is the detailed 
study that identifies God's people? Where 
is the Christian who studies his Bible with 
pen in hand and paper at hand? Let's 
open our Bibles in our homes-not just for 
reading but for study. 

Secondly, let's open our Bibles in our 
churches. Have a few Bibles to hand out to 
visitors, but let's have our own Bibles. 
Let the noise of pages turning echo 
throughout the building. Let the preacher 
really give an exposition of scripture, not 
a little sermonette. Let the "pen-and
paper" habit diffuse throughout Bible 
classes and preaching. 

Thirdly, let the Bible be opened in homes 
of non-believers in the community. With all 
the Bible classes that are going on in 
homes across our land, we are not in
volved like we need to be. When we loving
ly and sincerely open our Bibles for learn
ing, there will be others who would like 
to do the same thing. We learn when we 
share! 

(Continued on page 11) 

That's I ncrediblel 
ROGER E. DICKSON 

Bird migration has always been a spec
tacular phenomenon to man. One example 
of this wonder is the migration of the 
Arctic Terns. The Arctic terns nest in the 
Cape Cod area. When the urge comes to 
migrate, they set their course across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the coast of Spain, down 
the western coast of Africa, across the At
lantic again, and finally to the vast 
Antarctica. When nature calls for their 
marvelous wonders of nature to return 
horne from their southern tour of the 
southern hemisphere, they fly all the way 
back to the very same creek bank, to the 
very same gravel bed they left at the be
ginning of their journey. In all, they cover 
a fantastic distance of over 22,000 miles. 
How is that for a southern excursion? 

Millions of birds migrate every year. 
They have no compass, map or calendar. 
And yet, no one has ever seen a lost bir.d. 
How do they do it? How can some birds mi
grate and arrive at their summer lodge the 
same day, year after year? A National 
Geographic School Bulletin stated: "How 
birds migrate over such distances is a 
mystery." One authority said, "Even after 
years of research and experiment, sci
entists speak of the mystery of bird migra
tion, for they still do not completely un
derstand it." 

Evolutionists offer no explanation for 
the wonder of bird migration. They cannot. 
To say that birds evolved, and then learned 
migration, would be calling for a miracle 
greater than creation. Birds receive their 
intelligence, not from unintelligent matter, 
but from an eternal intelligence. The study 
of bird migration has given no few 
migrain headaches to mechanistic evolu
tionists. They just cannot explain it. And 
how can we without God. 

3201 N. 7th St., West Monroe, LA 71291 
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But I Would Gather Children 
Some would gather money, 
along the path of life, 
Some would gather roses 
And rest from worldly strife. 
But I would gather children 
From along the thorns of sin, 
I would seek a golden curl 
And a freckled toothless grin. 
For money cannot enter 
In the land of fadeless day 
And the roses that are gathered 
Soon will wilt along the way. 
But Oh, the laughing children 
As I cross the sunset sea, 
And the gates swing wide to heaven 
I can take them in with me. 
This is a poem that I really love. I be

lieve it reflects Bible truth. For I find in 
my Bible that God loves children. He con
siders children a blessing, a heritage, a 
reward (Psalm 127:3). Verse 5 of the 
same Psalm tell us, "happy is the man that 
hath his quiver full of them." I think it is 
sad that the quivers of our churches are 
so empty. 

I have heard from well-interested breth
ren that there is no Bible directive for 
"child evangelism." I disagree. Allow me 
to make these observations: 

First of all, God has always had a place, 
a role in his work and plan for children. 
God has used children in his work. I think 
of the boy Samuel, of the little boy who 
shared his sack lunch with Jesus and saw 
it bless thousands of people. I think of an 
older, but still young Daniel, David, and 
Jeremiah. I maintain that there are things 
that children can do for God today! 

We must realize that parts of the Bible 
are addressed specifically either to or for 
children. In Zechariah 8:5 it was proph
esied "And the streets of the city shall 
be full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets." Are we not the heavenly Jeru
salem of Hebrews 12 :22? Where are our 
children? 

In dealing with children, we are prepar
ing for the future. Our congregation was 

Don't Miss Your Mid-Life Crisis 
I'm writing in defense of the mid-life 

crisis and the people who have them. Of 
course, I understand that if we were all 
Christ-like and really lived the life taught 
in the New Testament, there would be no 
need for such a crisis, but as it is, we're 
all in different stages of maturity. 

Most authors define "mid-life crisis" as 
something that happens between 35 and 
45 years of age when you suddenly realize 
that you aren't going to be all you dreamed 
of or if you are, it doesn't provide the 
satisfaction you expected. Then you look 
within and re-evaluate and supposedly 
come out renewed and eager to start afresh 
with the rest of your life. If that doesn't 
happen, you miss getting your second wind. 

I now think back to a day at the pool two 
summers ago as my mid-life crisis. Al
though at the time I didn't know what a 
mid-life crisis was, and mine was certainly 
nothing dramatic. I do know that .day was 

RICK PITTMAN 

started from scratch in Sept. of 1976. We 
didn't have much of a Bible school until we 
took this matter seriously. Through our 
bus efforts and our emphasis upon the 
Bible school, we a1·e looking now into the 
faces of children: children who will have 
homes of their own in the years ahead. 
Homes that I and the other workers of the 
church here will be welcome in. Children 
who will grow into adults making our 
congregation their church home, or having 
as their only "church memory" a picture 
of the Berwick Church of Christ, where 
once they were taught the Bible, loved, 
hugged, and who even if but for a moment 
were able to forget the hardness of their 
lives in the North East. 

Jesus once rebuked his disciples for 
hindering children from coming to him. 
It would still displease him. Yes, there are 
a great deal of trouble. So are adults! They 
often don't know how to act. Adults are 
often the same way. Their noisy presence 
does tend to lower the "dignity" of our 
worship services. To work with them does 
require much sacrifice. It is not a work 
that the lazy, the worldly, or the mediocre 
enjoy. In spite of these factors, Jesus still 
wants to lay his hands upon them and 
bless them. 

Why aren't we teaching more children? 
I think pride hinders us. I've met some who 
were willing to teach adults or teen-agers, 
yet refuse to work with the younger. You 
have to change a bit to work with kids, and 
some of us are not willing to do that. 

God even thinks we can learn from 
children, "out of the mouth of babes ... " 
We learn about life, and love. If we do not 
gather children, there is another reaper, a 
grim reaper who will. Too many crime 
headlines and tragic stories involve chil
dren. The charge is often made that 
churches who pack in the children are 
baby sitting. If sitting down with children 
and teaching them the Bible is baby 
sitting, then I guess we are guilty. I know 
the parents often send them just to get 

CAROLYN BONIFAY 

a turning point in my life, and I've looked 
at things differently ever since. 

I should say that, before that day I was 
a happy Christian wife and mother. Our 
married life had always centered around 
Christ and the church, but someehow I 
missed that serenity I felt a Christian 
should have and frequently, I felt out of 
control and pulled in all directions. 

This particular afternoon at the pool, I 
was reading while my two daughters swam. 
My neighbor came over as she was leaving 
to thank me for agreeing to take her kids 
home later. She sat dawn and we talked 
about her new job, teaching two subjects 
at a private school. She'd been working on 
the lesson plans all summer and was almost 
finished. As she left, I sincerely said, "I 
envy you for being this far along." Then I 
sat for a long time thinking, "Is this what 
I really want out of life-a job?" I spent 

(Continued ou page 12) 

rid of them. So what? What do we believe? 
That we ought to leave them to the devil 
to teach? Shame, shame. The God of the 
Bible, the father of the fatherless the One 
who gives homes for the solitary who said 
true religion was caring for the orphans 
surely it is· his will that they be loved, 
trained, and taught his word! Elvis' song 
"the Ghetto" is so true to reality that it is 
frightening. In sorrow people see their 
children grow up, and waste away in this 
spiritual wilderness we call America. We 
can change that. We can offer hope, 
blessings and the life that only Christ can 
offer. Yet only if we better our attitudes 
and strengthen our efforts in reaching 
God's little children. 
P.O. Box 151, Berwick, PA 18603. 

Which Way Are You Going? 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

Screwtape writes to Wormwood giving 
him tips on how to be successful in his 
devilish way. One of his experienced in
sights suggests: 

"But do remember, the only thing that 
matters is the extent to which you sepa
rate the man from the Enemy. It does 
not matter how small the sins are pro
vided that their cumulative effect' is to 
edge the man away from the Light and 
out into the Nothing." 

Yes, I realize "Screwtape" is the crea
tion of the mind of a man, C. S. Lewis. I 
realize the subjectivity of such a case. Yet 
as I look about me and behold the multi
tudes of "Christians" who have over the 
years "outgrown" Christ, I begin to won
der if perhaps Scr~wtape does, indeed, de
serve more attention than we are prone 
to give him. 

What is it that destroys a man's faith? 
What causes white-hot coals to become 
cool ashes to be taken out and scattered in 
the wind? Does a man suddenly get up one 
morning and decide, "I'll not believe in 
God any more?" Does he study the matter 
intensely giving much thought and medita
tion to the question, "Is Christianity in
tellectually practical?" Does a trauma's 
whirlwind come into his life and suddenly 
turn him around 180 degrees? ... Or, is 
he gradually and systematically edged 
away from God?! 

The apostle Paul tells us that we are 
involved in a struggle "against the spiri
tual forces of evil in the heavenly realms." 
The apostle Peter warns us that our 
"enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to de
vour." If tkis is true ..• If there really 
are "spiritual forces of evil" working to 
"devour" me . . . If Satan is "alive and 
well on the planet Earth" ... Then per
haps I need to be cautious of his ways. 

How about you? Are you closer to God 
today than you were this time last year 
. . . or ten years ago? Are you gradually 
growing closer and closer to God as you 
increasingly seek the things of the Spirit? 
Or . . . are you allowing your enemy of 
darkness to slowly but steadily edge you 
away?/ 
6420-18th Ave., Richfield, MN 55423 
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RELIEF FOR lTALIAX QUAKE 
VICTDIS 

MA ILG RAM 

NATIONWI DE BROTHERHOOD EFFOR"" 
LAUNCHED FOR VICTIMS OF ~ARTII 
QUAKE IN ITALY. A NUMBER OF 
CHRISTIANS AMONG THEM. SEND 
CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 1910 SYCAMORE VI EW 
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 38134 OR 9 AND 
AUSTIN STREETS GARLAND 75040 ELD
ERS IN PRATO ITALY WILL OVERSEE 
DISTRIBI.JTION 

HOWARD BYBEE HARDING UNIVERSITY 

WHAT IS WESTERN CHRISTIAN 
FOU DATION? 

The Western Christ ian Foundation, 
which, in conjunction with the church in 
Electra, Texas, is attempting to produce 
printed material for use by brethren 
among the Spanish speaking people of the 
world, is a small public foundation w ithout 
any natural funding. It raises money to 
help small Christian schools and colleges. 
Six years ago the foundation answered a 
plea and became involved in print ing and 
distributing Christian literature in the 
Spanish langauge. They now ship about 
a ton and a quarter every month to mis
sionaries in Latin America for use in 
spreading the gospel. They do this on an 
"at cost basis." Often the F oundation has 
borrowed money to put literature in print 
that was badly needed. An indebtedness of 
this nature in the amount of roughly 
$60,000 is outstanding at this time. This 
burden can be lifted by a one-time g ift 
from enough individuals and churches. 
Gifts for t his purpose should be sent to the 
church meeting a t Main and Summit, Box 
407, Electra, Texas 76360, and marked 
"for Spanish Literature." 

Wm. Gene Brack, 6201 Winding Way, 
Carmichael, California; Perry Cotham 
concluded a week's meeting with us. 

His gospel messages were superb. At
tendance each night was great. Brethren 
worked and suppot·ted every meeting. 

Ten precious souls responded. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY OI~ECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS CAU TOLL FREE , 

1-800-527-8438 
TEXAS CAll COllECT 214-516-150C 

OR WRITE 

...... SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC . 

.. BOX 1308 • • J4CKSONVILLE. TX 75788 

!0 [8101 

20 CAMPAIGNS, 143 BAPTISMS 
This past summer the Lord blessed the 

work of Campaigns Northeas t-Southeast 
with 143 baptisms in 20 campaigns. Owen 
D. Olbricht is director of these campaigns 
which arc overseen by the Sylvan Hills 
Church of Christ in North Little Rock, 
AR. 

These campaigns were held in Benton 
Harbor, l\II; Zanesville, Akron, and Graf
ton, OR; Lebanon, IN; King of Prussia, 
Fairless Hills, and Summerville, PA; 

Carmel and Glens Falls, NY; Willingboro, 
NJ; Brewer, ME; S. Burlington, VT; 
Aberdeen, MD; Great Falls, VA ; Spar
tanburg and Clinton, SC; Plymouth and 
Winter Park, FL; and Chattanooga, TN. 

The workers came from Harding Uni
versity, Oklahoma Christian College, 
Freed-Hardeman College, and Northeast
ern Christian Junior College. 

---<>-
A F irm Foundntlon s ubscription makes a 

wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EVANGELIST was a 
monthly publ icat ion sent ou t 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominationalism. 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don OeWelt 

price $99.95 

Here m handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES I would like to take advantage of this OPPORT UNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist a $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5% sales tax). 

NaJnc _ _ _ _ ____ _____ _______ ___________ _ 

Addrm _ _____________________________ _ 

CilY----------------Starc ________ Zip _____ _ 

Stgnal ur<=.-------- ---- - ----------------------
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GOD'S P OINT OF VIEW 

(Continued f rom page 3) 
of God's word. If a passage has been cor
rectly translated we may be assured that 
we are reading the words of God's H oly 
Spirit. However, the moment we say, 
"This is what it means," we have injected 
our own understanding. I nterpretation is 
essential, but it is important that we recog
nize t hat one's personal understanding 
could be wrong. 

The wise man is not dogmatic. It is not 
compromising the t ruth to tell a nother, "I 
will listen to you and fair ly examine your 
reasoning in the light of the word of God. 
I ask you to do the same for me." T his is 
the non-sectarian spir it of honest inquiry 
which acknowledges that none of us has a 
corner on all truth. 

Judg menl alism 
Finally, we exhibit a sectarian spirit in 

judgmental attitudes. We get into trouble 
when we try to do God's work for him. I f 
we write creeds as official interpretations 
of the scriptures, we are legislating for the 
Lord. When we infor m others that they 
are "going straight to hell," we are trying 
to do his judging. We have neither pre
rogative. The Christian's function is to 
teach t he word and leave the judging to 
God. With our limited knowledge and 
understanding we are not equipped to pro
nounce judgment on others, and even if we 
were, it is not our right . 

Jude declares, "But when the archangel 
Michael, contending with the dev il, dis
puted about the body of Moses, he .did 
not presume to p ronounce a revili ng judg
ment upon him, but said, 'The Lord rebuke 
you'" (Jude 9). If God's archangel did not 
have the right to declare t he destiny of 
Satan, who are we as his creatures to ar
bitrarily assign others to eternal punish
ment? 

Christians sometimes become judgmental 
because of an honest concer n for the souls 
of others. Sinners need to be confronted 
with their state. While th is is tr ue, is it 
not better to read them the· Bible and let 
it speak to their condution than to try 
to do the Lord's work for h im? 

Undenominational Christianity is a 
viable alternative to religious sectarianism. 
It answers t he spiritual needs of a lost 
wo1·ld. But that world will neither under
stand nor accept it unless the spirit of 
thoese who declare its truths is a lso non
sectarian. It is one thing to convict the 
mind ; it is another to show how it is done. 

I~OLUDE YO U R ZIP OODE 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new a ddress 
when you move. 

LOVED ONE~ I~ THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Mi nistry wotlla with faithfu l Christian con· 
tacts on Mill tory lnstatlatlona we><tdwlde that are wafting to 
help your loved ones - as they have helped with • the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 

the p;:~J~~~r,e,a:~e:~~~~~~:~~~sd:~~~: phone and military 
lnatallatlon, II known, along with your name and address 
to: 

AMEN e WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

,, 3Jr~~~~ S~~~~~hR~~:..t ~ West Monroe, l ouisiana 71291 

American Military Evan!lelir.ing Nation• 

WHILE FIGHTING, WE NEGLECT 

(Continued on page 8) 
Fighting off the wolf from the outside 

while forgetting the people on the inside 
can lead to a dead church-not dead from 
the fangs of the wolf but f r om starvation 
and neglect inside. Let us be up and 
feeding! 
York College, York, Nebraska 68467 

CHURCHES ESTABLISHED I N 
I NDONESIA 

One hundred and fourteen people were 
baptized this month in Indonesia . T wo 
churches of Christ were established. I 
have been read ing and studying about the 
receptivity of the Indonesian mission f ield 
for several years. What I have been hear
ing about Indoniesia has come true in my 
own experiences. Of the one hundred and 
fourteen that were baptized, I baptized 57. 
I taught and preached in Indonesian les
sons on the church of Christ, its purpose, 
worship, leadership, and unity. I baptized 
a Pentecostal preacher and a Catholic 
preach er. These two new chut·ches of 
Christ were established on one of the is-

lands of Indonesia.-Gary G. Soehner , 
Missionary Lake J ackson Church of Christ, 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

·-imperial 
~~~ CHURCH FURNITURE 
~ 

Write or call collect (817) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dep t. F, Waco, Texas 76710 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 -Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·771 5 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEX T ENROLLMENTS-SEPTEMBER 1, 1980-FEBRUARY 1,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Dir ector of Development 

(214 ) 526-7715 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNO UNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EX PAND ALETH EIA SCHOOL. 
S.nce 197<4 the Ne-w,l. Church of Christ hu oper.ated Ale the•• School 
The Khool huprO\ton to be •n oulllolndmgtooi for $pre•dmR 
tht> mfluence of Chnst '" ~l•w.ue. 1~ school now tncludes 
d.ay-<.are through gr•de S, butt he new fKdthes m•de pou•ble by tht$ 
bond prOgr.am Wtll permit hpansion lhfOugh gr.ade 8. Bond informillion • 
P.a~ 10%; )()¥,%, ll tr.. D•tedM•rch 1. 1980. Due Seu<~lly. M;uunn g 6 mon1hs 10 
IS ye•r'§. Offer~ng mlde by pro~pe<:lus ooly. T01 ptO)p«tui ~mftJttNirt~n wnt.Kr 
l'o.-.u\ Cfturth~Chmt 'tl s .. lfomChwrchlo.wt f'of"ooo"''-· (kl""'"'" l't71J IJ0117J7•J111 
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DON'T MISS YOUR MID-UFE CRISIS 
(Continued from page 9) 

the next hour digging ins ide of myself 
for what's important to me in th is life. The 
answer I came up with is 1·elationships 
with people. That's what memories are 
made of. When I look back, the good times 
I remember are simple moments shared 
with one or more friends or relatives. 

I began to appreciate what a good posi
tion I was in as a housewife to concentrate 
on the relationships that are important 
to me. This means spending more quality 
time with the people I care about as well 
as being a positive influence on everyone 
with whom I come in contact. Although a 
housewife .is pulled in many directions by 
other fam ily members, etc., we still have 
more leisure time than most plus more 
opportunity to communicate with those we 
care about. Of necessity, most of us do 
what's urgent instead of what's important. 
However, once you've .decided what's im
portant to you and set it up before you 
like a goal, you do look at things in a dif
ferent light. 

Others may not need this lesson I had to 
Jearn late in life. I see a few young and 
old, males and females who seem to know 
instinctively that people are more impor
tant than things. However, I spent most of 
my life feeling I'd accomplished something 
only when I could see tangible results. Now 
I feel I've had a good day when I've had 
positive meaningful relations with those 
around me. This doesn't mean we've always 
agreed on everything. Sometimes I feel 
good about having the courage to stand up 
for what I believe without tearing someone 
else down unnecessarily. 

I feel my most important job 1·ight now 
is to be a positive influence on my two 
daughters who are ten and fifteen. I only 
have a short time before they'll be off to 
college and on their own, and I'll never 
have this opportunity again. I want to ex
pand their interests as much as possible, 
but mostly I want to make them feel loved 
so that they will have that all important 
self esteem that everyone needs so that 
they, in tur n, will have good relationships. 
Already, it seems to me, that my children 
place more importance on relationships 
than I ever did at their ages. 

Since that day, things have been running 
smoother and smoother for me. By that, I 
don't mean that life is all going my way. 
Some of my dearest moments recently have 
come out of sad or crisis occasions because 
I've reacted differently. I do feel that I'm 
more in control of my life, although really, 
I know, I 'm just f reer to let God control 
while I roll with the punches. It doesn't 
happen all at once, but I 've had steady 
growth and I feel better about myself 
and my relationships. 

I realize that your problems won't be the 
same as mine, and the answers you come 
up with for "what's important to you?" 
may be different. But I do think most of us 
can afford to re-evaluate our lives and that 
the outcome can be positive and even life
changing. 
3-Stacie Ct., Summit, N.J. 07901 

Reprints of any single page a rticle appea ring 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 
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CHURCH BUILDINGS NEEDED IN 
PORT MORESBY, NEW GUINEA 

Jim Kennedy reports an unusual will
ingness upon the part of the people in 
Port Moresby, New Guinea to hear and 
obey the gospel. Attendance in constantly 
moving, rented quarte1·s has run as high 
as 175, and Kennedy says that if we had 
buildings accessable to the neighborhood 

groups t hat make up Port Moresby "we 
could easily have 10,000 members in Port 
l\Ioresby by the year 2,000." 

An appeal is being made for congrega
tions to undertake the task of building 
small, serviceable buildings in the city. 
Those interested should write Jim Ken
nedy, Box 5403, Boroko, Papua, New 
Guinea. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

The New International 
Version 

children's Bible. 
Your child's life is a special gift. So give a special gift in return
one that will help keep him growing for a lifetime. Give your 
child the New International Version Children's Bible. 

The NIVs accuracy and read- . 
ability make it the perfect modern 
English translation for memorization; r 
its dignity and cadence make the 
learning process easier than ever 
before. Included are 36 full -color 
illustrations, 8 pages of color maps, 
plus presentation, family and 
church record pages. 

Challenge your child to grow · 
mentally and spiritually. Give him 
the New International Version 1 

Children's Bible. Now in full-color 1 

cloth cover, just $7.95. i 
i 

Holy Bible 

Give your child ' ·-··············----

the gift to grow by. 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Order By ~hone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-.252-91 03 
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THE FORT WORTll LECTURES 
Theme: "Difficult Texts of the New Testament Explained" 

January 11-15, 1981 
Sunday,Januaryl l 
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BOOKS ~Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

FROM WORRY TO HAPPINESS. Bill 
Flatt. Baker, 128p. $2.96 

A teacher in Harding Graduate School, 
and a professional counselor, Flatt has 
condensed a wealth of experience and of 
education into one small book under the 
above title. How to cope with guilt, worry, 
fear, insecurity, tension and grief become 
the basis of chapters, while the Christian 
personality, family happiness and person
al integrity are dealt with in other chap
ters. 

ALL THE THINGS YOU AREN'T YET. 
Jackie Humphries. Word. 166p. $6.96 

It's for those who still have a part of 
the mountain they haven't climbed. If you 
are everything you want or hope to be you 
don't need this book. With most there is 
still a gap between what we are and what 
we ought to be. Here is some material for 
filling in the gaps. 

GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS. Ferrell Hill. 
Choate. 109p. $3 

A book composed from a weekly column 
in THE WORLD EVANGELIST dedi
cated to teaching the young women. Here 
a mature woman does it. The best of 
many, many articles of special interest to 
girls and young women. 

HISTORIC CHURCHES IN TEXAS. 
Noel Grisham and Frank Driskill. Eakin 
Press. 336p. $16.96 

Noel Grisham, retired School Super
intendent after 22 years at Round Rock, 
and member of numerous state historical 
organizations, teams with Frank Driskill 
noted public relation~ man and University 
professor, to give us a book full of memo
rabilia concerning more than 100 historic 
churches in Texas. Included in the listing 
are denominational churches of note, 
Roman Catholic missions, and some of 
the lesser known sects. Included are the 
histories of 8 churches of Christ and 8 
Christian Churches. Coming in f'>r note 
are the Antioch Church in San Augustine, 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Jssue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

FQr Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc.. Inc. 

P.O. Box 664 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Ofr:urches of Christ 
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INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE the Garland Road church in Dallas, the 
Cold Springs church in Lancaster, the 
Gober church in Gober, The University 
Avenue church in Austin, The Western 
Heights church in Dallas, and the church
es in Gafford and Leonard, Texas. 

When you send ln a list of new subscrlp· 
lions to the Firm FoundaUon, please be 
sure each bas the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

UP THE STAIRWAY OF TEACHING. 
Bobbie and Carla Miller. Miller Pub., 
195 p., $4.60. 

A revised and enlarged edition of a 
former very popular work by the same 
title. Aimed at a moulding of the heart, 
a shaping of the will and a redirection of 
priorities this book deals with preparing 
the heart, preparing the class and pre
paring the program. · 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

AU books reviewed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Pablishin&' Boase. Please add 
$1.00 for posta&'e and handlin&' on orders of $10.00 
or less; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E. S. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

Strawberry River Farm 
A new novel about a farm family in north Arkansas 

during the early part of this century 

by 
WILLIAM KAY MOSER 

208 Pages of Pure Enjoyment 

$5.00 
Add 70 cents delivery and handling charge 

Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER ffiOM 

F1RM FOUNDATION PUBIJSIDNG HOUSE 
P.O. Box 610, Austin. Texas 78767 

For Less Than ° 1 vear-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

FIRM ·FOUNDATION-DECEMBER 16, 1980 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this sedion $1.50 per line. Desilrlled especially to accommodate congregations 

advertisin~ meetin~ places, preachers seekinQ' work or eongrell'ations seekin1r preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church ot Christ 1605 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JA.PA..N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0635. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

DAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DuhiiD Road 

PleasaDtoD, Callfol'Dia 94560 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW-WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO::R:T=.:H:::W::-:E::::,S:::T:--::C:::H=.:U~R=c=H~-=o-=F:--::C=.:H::R::I=sT=.--:-1~56:-::5~5---:-:15:-:-:-th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM~O:-:N:;;S:;--;:F;;;:R::-:O~M~-;:;S~U;::N;;:S:::E:::T::--o-n~9"::'0-m--:-in-u-:te-c_ass_e-:-tte;-

tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R=EL=--=-IG=I:-:0:-:U:-::-s=-=B::::=O:::::O~K='s==:BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

:\lonterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. FundlcloDes 109 
"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 

Tel.: 55-55-11 
David Cardenas, Evangelista 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95608 01" 
call (916) 885-5776. 
FOR SALE-48 17th foot pews with red padded 
seats, medium dark finish. Excellent condition. 
Available about December 1, 1980. Contact Gene 
Polvado, 9020 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texns 77017. 
Phone (713) 946-8787 or (713) 481-1466. 
BREW-ER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorJtna Ave •• 
u.s. 460 Ea11t Oppo11lte K-Mart. Office 4'T'T-
52Tl. Dobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-4050. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEB-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-8333. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building, Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
WANTED: Youth Minister to work with small con
gregation in Buena Vista. Colorado. Congregation 
will supply house and utilities but personal salary 
will need to be raised by individual. Send resume to 
Mountain View Church of Christ, P.O. Box 511, 
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211. 
Pews for sale. We have 22 solid oak pews with 
custom made, wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 are 10 feet. Call 405-643-2248 or write The 
Church of Christ, P .0. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladles 
and youth programs, etc. available on ¥.a Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster CA 93539 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) ' ' 

HOUSiEPARENTS-NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
~rd I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
mterviews fOT houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas Campus 
~utili cations and. related works. If there· are those 
m your congregation who desire this work. Please 
B.Sk them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 !day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or wnte to Route 16. Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
"Moving to San Antonio area? Consider Boorne, 15 
miles NW of city limits, convenient ta UTSA. Medi
ca.! Center, USAA, Malls. and business. Beautiful 
Htll Country, good schools, and a friendly, active 
congre.gatlon. Contact Church of Christ. 319 E. San 
Antomo Street, Boerne, TX." 
Morris Church of Chris-=-t."'--an---l==l:":'lin-o-=i~s-C=o-n-gr-ega-t..,..io-n 
desperately needs financial support to continue ef
fective work in this missionary field. This conltl'e
gation of 45 members with their own church build
ing is the only congregation with a 25 miles in an 
area of over 20,000 souls, who are depending upon 
us for the true gospel. We are located 65 miles 
so~thwest of Chicago, All support $600. per month 
Will .be used for this missionary effort. Contact 
Morr1s Church of Christ, Box 487, Morris, Illinois 
60450 or phone 815-736-6186. 

JEEPS.CAR~S~.;T~R.,U~C~K~S--------
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider n grow!ng, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful commumty. Superb mid-Arizona climate 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home' 
evenings). CENTURY 21. PRESCOTT VALLEY 
R.F.AI.TY. P.O. BOX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812, 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm FonDclattoD 
trle• to IJCI't'PD advertfiiiDr:r, DDd will Dot 
knowiDr:rly take qn~stloDnblr aclvertl•tnr:r. 
Dot It Is the reader's rPNpon•lblllty to ID• 
veNtiJl:Dte. Llkr nny othrr paprr. wr •orne
timeR nDwlttlnr:r17 rnD nD nDworth7 nd. 
As the- old sn7ln" ~~:oe•, before TOO Invest, 
lnv••ttr:ratel 

CONGREGATIONAL MERGER 

The first of September marked the be
ginning of merging together of two con
gregations in Richmond, California. The 
congregation meeting at 35th and Mc
Donald A venue has joined forces with the 
one meeting at 3450 El Portal Drive in 
the same city. After more than 46 years 
of continuous service at 35th and Mc
Donald the bretheren will become part of 
the El Portal congregation. 

The present preachers, M. B. Walker 
and Richard W. Howell will serve the new 
congregation. 

CHURCH BUS WRECKS KILLS TWO 
A bus from the Eastside Church in 

Austin, carrying 38 passengers to Corpus 
Christi for a singing Sunday, Nov. 16th, 
flipped on a water-slick highway south of 
Luling killing two and injuring 31 of 39 
passengers. Two are in critical condition. 
Mike Dean, driver of the bus, was ab
solved of all blame in the accident. "It 
was one of those things that could not be 
helped," one passenger said. 

The Eastside church is an all-black 
congregation, and the bus load of singers 
attends a songfest somewhere each second 
Sunday. Members of the families of those 
who were killed in the accident attended 
the Sunday night services along with all 
the others, still in shock from the events 
of the early morning. A number of the 
victims remain in several hospitals. 

Families involved are not able to bear 
all the costs involved in hospitalization, 
and numerous churches have sent relief 
to the Eastside church. Lucky Randall 
preaches for the East Side Church which 
meets at 3106 East 141h St. in Austin. 
Contributions can be sent there, or any 
sent in care of the Firm Foundation, and 
marked "For Eastside Church of Christ" 
will be delivered to them. 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761·1350 

Send for Brochure. 

12o/o 
FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 

BONDS 
TOTAL ISSU~ $75~000 
$55,250 left of $450,000 

INTEREST SEMI-ANNUAL COUPONS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 6 to 7 Years 
$50,500 left of $300,000 

12% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
Dated May 15, 1980 

Maturing 7112 to 1.3 Years 
OFFERING MADE BY 
PROSPECTUS ONLY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 

MESA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1223 E DANA AVENUE 
MESA, ARIZONA 85204 

(602) 964-1743 
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Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE M~NOR PROPHETS 
Ready Soon 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 
Are Included In This Volume 

Publication date- February 1, 1981 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. 'Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name _____________________________________________________ _ 

Address, ______________________________________ _ 

City _____________________ .State _____ ----1<-J,ip ___ _ 
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CAMP GANDERBROOK, MAINE, was tho setting for the 1980 Church 

Leadersh ip Training Seminar. J ack Exum was this year's speaker. The 
Seminar was attended by I SO men representing 7 states and 70 congrega· 
tions in th e Northeast. Th e Northeast is growing. Great strides ara being 
made, but little is known of it outside the region. It is time to take another 

look at the Northeastern opportunity. 

...... 
Austin, Texas, December 23, 1980 
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Christmas 

We are again at that time on the calendar when the 
Western world pauses to acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
was born in the world. The date makes little difference. 
And we heartily agree that some other time of year 
suits the occasion best, but that makes little actual 
difference. We also agree that the celebration of a 
special religious holiday has no foundation in scripture, 
and that it had its sources in pagan rites and apostate 
festivals. This will acknowledge in advance all those 
letters differing with us in what we are about to say 
here. 

Personally, we are glad that the world, bent on car
nage and drunk on hedonism takes t ime out to acknowl
edge that God has sent his Son into the world. Even 
atheists, like the stones of the ground, cry out. We 
deplore the fact that men make merchandise of the oc
casion- as the moneychangers took advantage of the 
opportunity in the temple-but even they help the world 
to stop and take note of God's gift to man. In a world 
of war they talk about peace; in a world of hate they 
talk about love; in a world of sorrow they talk about 
joy. All the advertising, all the decorations, all the plans 
for family gatherings call attention to the fact that 
there is something better in the world than the rat race. 

A lot of attention is given in the Bible to the birth 
of J esus. The gospels abound in details. The numbering, 
the birth, the stable, the flight into Egypt-there was 
a lot of excitement in both heaven and earth when God 
sent his Son into the world. Without controversy the 
greatest event in all human history was heralded by 
that star that shone over Bethlehem. One might argue 
the merits of the cross as the greatest, but had there 
been no manger there would have been no cross. With 
the coming of the Son of God in human flesh a love was 
born that the world had never before known. "God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son." 
With all we think we know about love, we can grasp 
but a very small concept of that love. No wonder the 
angels sang! 

The eloquence of tongue and pen have been exhausted 
in paying homage to the babe of Bethlehem, the man of 
Galilee and the lamb on the cross. Limited as we are 
by our humanism it is impossible for us to grasp the 
full significance of what God did in Christ at that time. 
About the best we can do is acknowledge that if he had 
not come into the world we would die without hope of 
heaven. He was the light shining in the dark place." 
"They that sat in darkness saw a great light." 

We can understand the love of a mother for her child. 
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We can even understand the love of a man who might 
give his life for his country. But it is beyond us to un
derstand the love of a God who would rob Heaven to 
bless earth; empty Glory to fill us with glory. It was no 
natural affection that made God send Jesus into the 
world. What he did at Bethlehem matured until it be
came what he did at the cross. It is fitting that we 
should pause and note that we didn't earn it; it was 
an act of grace. 

History is sometimes turned around by the smallest 
of events, and destiny is balanced on the point of a pin. 
The almost totally un-noticed event of Bethlehem has 
affected the world more than all the battles that were 
ever fought or all the governments that have ever con
vened. For four thousand years sin-cursed man had 
hoped for the seed of woman that would bruise the ser
pent's head, and for two thousand years the Jews had 
looked for a Messiah. But when he came they didn't 
recognize him. He came in the seclusion of a stable in 

' the darkness of night, and in the guise of a man. The 
greatest forces of all time do not come with powerful 
explosions or the noise of racing chariots; they come on 
silent wings. The power of love is such a force. And 
grace and goodness make little racket. 

In a night without light came the Light. In a world 
without hope, hope was born. In the midst of despair 
there was the singing of angels. They had but a star, 
but we have Son-light. The hopes and fears of all the 
years were pinned, whether the shepherds realized it 
or not, upon a little baby in a young mother's arms. 
Really, that is where hope still lies. 

Wise men brought him gifts. But their gold, frank
encense and myrrh have long since turned to dust. It 
was the best they had, and they set precedent for our 
giving gifts, but they gave only gifts that perish. We 
~ave an opportu~ity to give a living sacrifice. If giving 
IS the test of lovmg, then let us give the consecration of 
our lives. He himself has said, "Greater love hath no 
man than this: that a man would lay down his life for 
his frierid." 

After all, it isn't the gaudy tinsel in which the gift is 
:vrapped, nor is it .the extravagant price paid for it, it 
IS the heart. that is given with the gift that really 
makes the g1ft worth receiving. 
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Note: The story you are about to 'read is 
true. The name h..as been withheld t(} pro
tect a good manr-Editor. 

Despair, hopelessness, envy, greed re
sentments, remorse, hate, abuse of self, 
family, friends, business associates and 
many other factors; these are part of the 
makeup of a practicing alcoholic. 

As a non-practicing alcoholic, which I 
will always be, not a cured alcoholic, as 
some believe, I want to share some of the 
innermost feelings, frustrations, hopes 
and many other thoughts with you. 

What motivates a. man, or woman, to 
use alcohol to excess has been the object 
of much research, conjecture and many 
valid and invalid arguments. In some, 
initially there are the social amenities of 
our present days, in others it is the nar
cotic, soothing effect that grain alcohol 
has on the brain. This produces a. slowing 
and relaxation of the thinking processes, 
and proceeds from this slightly euphoric 
sense of well-being, to a set of conditions 
ranging from loss of reason and reaction 
to dangerous situations (drunk driving), 
etc. to complete hostility to others, memo
ry lapses called blackouts, hallucinations, 
hysteria, possible cardiac arrest, brain and 
liver damage, and many other physio
logically damaging reactions to excessive 
drinking of alcoholic beverages. 

I vividly recall when I was a. boy of 15 
years, eight of us, four boys and four 
girls, decided we needed to become part of 
the crowd; the first mistake-a bottle was 
introduced, and to this day I recall the 
name of that whiskey. It was Park and 
Tilford, and everyone took a moderate 
taste, but the football hero, had to sustain 
the image-the bottle tipped, and I swal
lowed twice. After much coughing and 
choking this elixir of the devil took over 
and there was a warm explosion in my 
stomach; then it worked up, and suddenly 
I was bigger than life. I had acquired 
charm that had always eluded an over
grown 15 year old. I acquired wit, and 
great knowledge, perception, and for the 
first time I realized that everything was 
my way, not God's, not anyone's, but my 
way!! 

After several more pulls on that bottle, 
speech became slurred, drowsiness set in, 
a pronounced improvement in my stride 
and coordination, which after a brief 
demonstration led to my falling, complete
ly clothed into the gravel pit. This made 
me realize I was the world's greatest 
comedian. as all my friends laughed and 
laughed at my antics. 

This was followed by a terrible head
ache, nausea and fear of what my father 
and mother would do. Sunday morning 
was on me, so was a terrible hangover and 
attending church with my family was a 
reality. I sat, and heard nothing, but 
thought of the night previous, when I had 
become another person, and was enchanted 
with this new person released by such a 
simple method, as swallowing several 
ounces of alcohol. 

Slowly, surely, devastatingly this intake 
of alcohol became a way of life, an ever 
present need, as I progressed in life. Col
lege passed without much problem; mar
riage, business responsibilities, then four 
lovely children came along, and the drink-

Return From Despair 
ing slowed somewhat. Much love was giv
en me by a lovely wife and our four 
children, and things went well for us. 
Business opportunities presented them
selves, and money, home, material things 
were acquired, and with the help of grain 
alcohol I didn't need God, or advice. I 
made friends with those that pleased my 
ego, mostly drinkers, and they played my 
songs, satisfied my needs, agreed with my 
thoughts and way of life, poured my 
liquor, allowed me to be overbearing, rude, 
abusive and obnoxious, interceded with 
excuses when I overdrank, always pro
tected me, as long as I paid the bills. 

As relentlessly as a hunter stalks a 
deer, booze did the same with me. Business 
reverses, accompanied with the loss of 
understanding from my wife and kids sud
denly took place. How could they reject a 
loving, charming drunk such as I? Alcohol 
was not my obsession, I could stop when
ever I wanted/ I Six or eight months went 
by, and I stopped completely, and without 
God to sustain me. 

I felt I needed a reward, as I had been 
such a good boy, and I stopped at the club 
and the devil had me for good, as one 
drink led to another, etc. Six months later, 
I was asked to resign my position after 
25 years of service, excessive drinking 
followed. Then the wife I had been mar
ried to for 22 years divorced me and the 
children stayed with her. Her life had be
come a nightmare of frustration, debts, 
lies, fear, and this all led her to become 
devoid of any love and respect. The only 
thing she had was a drunken sot of a 
husband that caused her pain and filled 
her with disgust and led to her interest in 
others. 

Let me assure my readers, that this 
separation was for a time painful, and I 
never lost my love for my family, when 
I was sober, but as with friends, business 
associates and responsibilities of life, they 
all interfe'red with my pursuit of drink
ing, and I'd show them! ! Three years of 
the life of an active alcoholic followed, 
and was accompanied with insane drink
ing, terror, ever present fears of running 
out of booze, geographical relocation 
(flight), loss of self-respect, change of 
eating habits, accompanied by choosing 
less than desirable companions and en
vironments. These people were also sick, 
alcoholics, hustlers, society's worst and 
they ignored your problems, left you alone. 
stole when you had something, as I did 
from them, and we used each other ac
cording to opportunities presenting them
selves. Cheating, stealing, lying, assault. 
all of these blend into one thing, the need 
to continue the alcoholic's world of un• 
reality and insanity. 

My world became narrowed to the exist
ence of getting booze-bottle to bottle was 
my way of life, nothing else. Night terrors 
were so vivid, dreaming of bottomless 
voids and falling through them, night
mares of being burned alive, and tortured 
by former friends and family with fire 
and hot coals, awakening with cold sweats, 
shaking uncontrollably, insides ready to 
jump out, and worst of all screaming not 

only in physical torture, but knowing 
eventually you will be consumed, and if 
there was, or is a heaven or hell, you are 
headed straight for hell and the devil is 
your companion for eternal time. 

These fears, as you know are imagined, 
but they are real to the alcoholic, and 
each day they increase in intensity, until 
the world outside is no lon~r real; the 
only reality is in alcohol in any form. 
Shaving lotion, canned heat (Sterno)
anything that would keep me in this world 
of unreality, would do. No pain no re
morse-no responsibility-nothing but ob
livion! ! 

Lower and lower, hardly a. human, I 
awoke on the bank of the St. Joseph River, 
staring out from a piece of conduit that 
I'd taken shelter in. Soiled, unshaven, dis
oriented I came to a slow realization I 
was terribly sick, and I crawled out of my 
home, walked with one shoe on, one shoe 
in my hand, as my foot was swollen three 
times normal and headed out to find my 
friend, John Barleycorn. Unknown to me, 
from way deep in subconsciousness, must 
have come a cry for help, and I found 
myself shouting "My God, My God Please 
Help Me! !" In my pocket was one thin 
dime; I walked in a coffee shop to use the 
phone. I was so nasty and smelled so bad, 
they threw me out; I found a pay phone 
and called a group that helped alcoholics, 
thinking, "I know they have som~thing 
to do with drinks, perhaps they will buy 
me a drink." 

This started my long, hard road to re
covery! ! God in his grace and wisdom 
sent another alcoholic to pick me up, the 
difference being, this alcoholic had been 
sober for years. These people loved me in 
spite of myself, understood me, cared for 
m_e, shared with me, because I had a prob
blem, and SICKNESS in common with them. 
Vaguely, I recall sitting in the back stor
age room at a corner grocery store, and 
as they were German people, they sold 
sauerkraut. In this back room pickles 
cured in crocks, sauerkraut soured in 
in crocks, and I started to return from 
being crocked sitting in this curing room 
of weird, often sickening smells of freshly 
killed beef, pork, sausage making, cheese 
making, and other smells. Now this is not 
the way a college educated, dignified, dirty 
old drunk would choose to sober up. But 
keep in mind, it was all there was, other 
than jail, mental hospitals or the under
taker, so I chose the curing room. Thirty 
days or so later I started to regain some 
semblance of returning to my old self. 
Until then I had been fed and watered, 
put to bed, had my clothes changed by 
one or the other of these beautiful people. 
I met and studied with people from all 
walks of life, and slowly made progress 
with God's grace and their help. The last 
drink I had taken was July 28, 1967, and 
it has been the last one to this date. 

After several months, I regained my 
job with the Highway Department and 
things went well for awhile. Then, I be
gan hanging around with some characters, 
and pressures from my past episodes be
gan to overtake me. So I, as neatly as . a 
surgeon's incision, removed myself m 
company with another to Texas. This per-

( Continued on page 10) 
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Lessons From Jericho 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

The ancient city of Jericho stood on the 
western side of the Jordan, opposite 
Mount Nebo. It was near the Israelite 
camp. The ·city was surrounded by a wall 
which had a massive gate that was closed 
by night. The site has been excavated a 
number of times, the most thorough work 
being done by the Garstang expedition in 
1933. There is evidence of fire and great 
stores of remains of charred grain are to 
be seen. There are remains of two walls 
fourteen feet apart with beams running 
across them. Dwellings were built upon 
these walls. Archeological findings report 
that the ruins appear as if a mighty blast 
had been set off in the midst of the city 
forcing the walls outward. 

In the long ago, God gave instructions 
to Joshua concerning the capture of Jeri
cho. The army was to encompass the city 
one time each day for six days and seven 
times on the seventh day. After this, the 
priests were to blow the trumpets and the 
people were to give a great shout. God 
promised that "the wall of the city shall 
fall down flat" (Joshua 6). 

In view of the fact that "whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were writ
ten for our learning," what lessons can 
we learn from this historic event? (Rom. 
15:4). . 

God's Ways Are Not Our Ways 
Through a great prophet God declared: 

"My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways" (lsa. 
55:8-9). This fact has been declared and 
illustrated throughout the Bible. God does 
not think as man thinks; he does not act 
as man acts. "How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past tracing out" 
(Rom. 11:33). 

There are many instances in which it is 
clearly demonstrated that God does not 
think as man thinks. When God told the 
Israelites to mark the lintels and the side
posts wtih blood, promising that houses 
with the blood mark would be spared when 
death would invade Egypt, he was giving 
instructions that would never have pro
ceeded from human thinking (Ex. 12). 
When Moses prayed to God about the fiery 
serpents, God told him to "Make thee a 
fiery serpent and put it upon a standard: 
and it shall come to pass that every one 
that is bitten, when he seeth it shall live" 
(Num. 21:7-8). This was not the kind of 
remedy man would have suggested. When 
N aaman went to the prophet to be 
cleansed of his leprosy, he was told that 
he would be cleansed if he would wash in 
the Jordan seven times (2 Kings 5). Naa
man "went away in a rage." This was not 
in harmony with his expectations. He said, 
"Behold, I thought he will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the name of 
Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over 
the place." Naaman soon learned that God 
does not think as man thinks. Men who 
work out plans for God to follow can ex
pect to find only disappointment. 

There were many things about Christ 
which were the very opposite of that which 
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would have been suggested by human wis
dom. Men would have thought that the 
birth of a king should be in a palace. The 
events of Bethlehem were not at all in 
harmony with human thinking. In his life, 
Jesus proceeded in a manner that was 
contrary to the ways of men. He did not 
select the type of men to be his apostles 
that human wisdom would have dictated. 
He did not proceed in the establishment of 
his kingdom in a way that was consonant 
with human wisdom. 

The process of becoming a child of God 
is not the result of human ingenuity. What 
man would have ever thought of baptism 
as the culminating act of obedience in con
version? God,· however, names baptism as 
a condition of salvation (Acts 2:38; 22: 
16). Many stumble at the command to be 
baptized because it is not in harmony with 
their way of thinking. God's ways are 
different from the ways of man. 

What man would have thought of the 
Lord's Supper as a memorial? It does not 
bear human imprints. Jesus instituted it· 
it arose in the mind of Deity (Matt. 26:: 
26-27). There is a human tendency to 
regard lightly a memorial consisting of a 
piece of bread and a bit of grape juice. 

The fact that God's ways are not man's 
ways, illustrated in so many biblical 
events, is nowhere more forcefully illus
trated than in the instructions given by 
Jehovah to Joshua as to the procedure to 
be employed in the taking of Jericho. Men 
would never have thought of taking a city 
in that way. 

The Meaning of Grace And 
How Men Benefit By It 

Another lesson we may get from the 
Jericho incident is the meaning of grace 
and how men benefit from grace. Before 
God told Joshua how to go about taking 
the city, he said to him: "See, I have given 
into thy hand Jericho, and the king there
of, and the mighty men of valor" (Josh. · 
6:2). The city was a gift of God. It was 
by God's grace that the Israelites were to 
possess it. Yet, God told them how to take 
the ctiy, and that involved an active 
obedience over a seven-day period. 

Our.food is a gift from God. It is by the 
grace of God that we have food. We ask 
God to give us our daily bread, and we 
thank him for it. However, we realize 
there is something to be done by us in ob
taining food. We do not see activity on 
our part as a thing that invalidates grace. 

Our salvation is by grace (Eph. 2: 5). 
Many do not see how salvation can be by 
grace if there are any conditions to be 
met. However, if we can see that Jericho 
was a gift even though the Israelites had 
to meet certain conditions, we should be 
able to see that salvation is still an un
merited gift, even though there are certain 
conditions to be met by us. If we can see 
that bread is a gift even though securing 
it takes effort on our part, we should be 
able to see that salvation is a gift even 
though there are conditions to be met by 

us. We surely could not claim to earn 
salvation by complying with the acts of 
primary obedience. And if we do not earn 
or merit salvation, it is still a gift of God, 
even though there are certain commands 
we must obey in order to appropriate the 
gift. 

The Meaning of Faith 
Long after the fall of Jericho, an in

spired New Testament writer gave this 
summary of it: "By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down, after they were en
compassed about seven days" (Heb. 11 :30). 
The writer thus summarizes seven days of 
active obedience by the one word, "faith." 
The walls fell by faith. 

"Being therefore justified by faith" 
(Rom. 5:1). Yes, the New Testament 
teaches that we are saved by faith. It is 
erroneous, however, to conclude that sal
vation by faith precludes the necessity of 
obedience on our part. Some think that 
since justification is by faith, then any 
acts of obedience must be ruled out. But 
the same writer that teaches salvation by 
faith also teaches that baptism puts one 
into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). How shall we 
show the harmony between the passages 
which teach salvation by faith and those 
which teach the necessity of certain acts 
of obedience? The incident we are present
ly studying helps to clarify this. "Faith" 
is often used in a comprehensive sense, 
and when so used it includes the acts of 
obedience. The faith by which the walls of 
Jericho fell was a living, active faith. The 
faith that avails is "faith working through 
love" (Gal. 5:6). Like the faith which 
conquered Jericho, the faith that saves is 
not a mere mental process, but is a com
prehensive act which includes obedience 
to the commands of God. 

God's Way Will Succeed 
Here is another lesson we learn as we 

study Jericho: God's ways will work. When 
God attaches a· promise to a certain com
mand, when we obey that command he 
will fulfill his promise, even though there 
is no apparent connection between the 
command and the promise. We should not 
stumble merely because we cannot discern 
the connection between the act God re
quires and the blessing he has attached 
to it. 

The Israelites found that those in the 
houses that were marked by blood on the 
Passover night were spared just as God 
promised they would be. Those who looked 
upon the serpent of brass in the wilder
·ness were healed just as God said they 
would be. When N aaman dipped himself 
seven times in the River, he was cleansed 
of his leprosy, just as God had said he 
would be. When one believes in Christ, re
pents of his sins, confesses his faith, and 
is baptized for the remission of sins, he 
is pardoned of all past transgressions. God 
always fulfills his promise when we com
ply with his will. When Joshua and the 
Israelites proceeded in the manner pre
scribed by God, "the walls fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the city" 
(Josh. 6:20). Let us learn from "the 
things written aforetime" that God's ways 
will work. When God speaks, it is ours to 
trust and obey. He will be true to his 
promises. 
Oklahoma Christian College 
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Brethren, We Need 

A Few More Like Amos 
MARK K. LEWIS 

I have recently been telling myself that if I ever had a son, 
I'm going to name him Amos. If there was ever a man of God 
on this earth, Amos was that man. The Tekoan herdsman had 
a commission from God to leave his homeland (Judah, the 
Southern Kingdom) and go preach the word of the Lord to a 
wicked, rebellious, materialistic people-Israel (the Northern 
kingdom). He pulled no punches; he did not "avoid the issues." 
Amos told the idolatrous, worldly Israelites what they needed 
to hear. There was no "fear of the brethren" in this man. 

God had taken care of the children of Abraham, especially 
blessing them (Amos 2:9-10; 3:1-2; all Scripture references in 
this article are from Amos unless otherwise noted.) But under 
Jeroboam II, the nation had expanded, and prosperity abounded. 
The people had gotten rich (3:15; 4:2-3; 6:4), and because of 
that, they were worldly and did not want God's Word. They 
"commanded the prophets, saying. Prophesy not" (2:12). As 
in the days of Isaiah, they did not want "right things", they 
wanted "smooth things" (Isa. 30: 10). 

What an uncanny parallel to the world and the church today! 
Our people are so entangled with the affairs of this life
pleasure, sports, money, sex, etc.-that time for God is at a 
minimum. Temptations so surround us and bombard us that we 
get frustrated and give in too often to those temptations. The 
answer to worldliness today is the same Amos gave to the people 
of his day: "Seek the Lord, and ye shall live ... seek good, and 
not evil, that ye may live: a.I}d so the Lord, the God of hosts, 
shall be with you . . . hate the evil and love the good and estab
lish judgment (justice) in the gate" (Amos 5:6, 14-15). There 
is hope yet for us; but the choice is ours (Josh. 24:15), and no 
amount of excuse-making will spare us from the wrath of God. 

"Woe to them that are at ease in Zion ... that lie upon beds 
of ivory . . ." ( 6:1,4). There has probably never been a richer 
more prosperous nation than America. And that richness is also 
in the church. We obtain anything and everything we want. And 
whatsoever our eyes desire, we keep not from them (Eccl. 2:10). 
Worldliness has reared its ugly head in the church so much that 
we are comfortable, we are at ease in our plush, fine buildings 
and we do not want the "boat rocked" by some "fire breathing" 
preacher who talks about the justice of God. Too many preachers 
"divine for money ... and say Is not the Lord among us? None 
evil can come upon us" (Micah 3:11). Don't count on it. "There
fore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusa
lem shall become heaps" (Micah 3: 12). Brethren, when are we 
going to learn that God meams what he says, that he is as much 
a God of justice (II Thess. 1 :6). as he is a God of love. And 
God's justice demands punishment for the sins of the unright
eous. 

What have we become?-do we now accept the Calvinist doc
trine of "once saved, always saved"? "I punched my ticket at 
baptism, now I can relax in a pew and slide into heaven."-is 

this what we now believe? Whence cometh the idea that God 
will stomach such nonsense? Hear the Lord through his preach
ers "I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in 
your solemn assemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings 
and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I 
regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away 
from me the noise of thy songs" (5:21-23). Their worship was 
not pleasing to God; indeed, it was just so much "noise" in his 
ears. God's people today are flourishing, nonchalantly and in
actively, in their "houses of ivory" (3 :15), involved in sins that 
would cause the heathen to mock and blush (2:9), and "God's 
prophets" of today are still telling Amos "0 thou seer, go, flee 
thee away" into another land "and there eat bread, and prophesy 
there" (7:12). Why? Because "the lamd is not able to beM all 
his words" I (7:10). Brethren, we will not escape the Lord God 
(5:19) .. "Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel" (4:12). 

Where are the Amoses today that will fearlessly proclaim 
what the people need to hear? They aren't preaching in pulpits 
that avoid the sins of the people, and condone ungodliness and 
rebellion from others. They aren't preaching in the pulpits that 
shout "We need to .. preach more love and grace, and remember 
that, regardless of the sin, these are still our brethren, God's 
children." (Indeed, they are. And who did Amos prophesy to? 
-God's children.) They aren't preaching in the pulpits that 
compromise and "backslap" that say "you believe what you want 
to and I'll believe what I want to and we will all get along just 
fine." 

The Amoses of today are like the Amos in the Bible-they 
realize that sin is wrong, and if unrepented of (in other words, 
stopped), God will come in justice (Amos 2:13-16, 3:1-8; 3:11-
15; 4:2-3; 12-13; 5:16-17; et al). We need to quit overlooking, 
excusing, and justifying our sins and the sins of the world, and 
return to godly preaching, and godly living, as true Christians 
ought. As one man well said "If you are going to be a Christian, 
act like it!" Yes, brethren, we need a few more like Amos! 

Let us humbly and sincerely pray that God will send us 
some more like Amos. A few more who will say AND DO like 
Micaiah "As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that 
will I speak" (I Kings 22:14). "Let justice run down as waters, 
and righteousness as a mighty stream" (5 :24). 

No Paper Next Week. 

In accord with our mailing permit there will be no 
Firm Foundation next week. 
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Symbols and Man's Evolution 
T.S.GREENE 

Many evolutionists today generally express the idea that be
tween man and the rest of the animal world, especially the so
called higher fonns of mammals there is not much difference in 
physical or mental structures. Man is said to have evolved di
rectly from the Old World monkeys. Creationists do not deny 
that man's physical structure is very close to some of the Old 
World monkeys. They do not even deny that man's brain struc
ture is in some ways quite similar to some of the Old ·world 
monkeys. There is, however, one subject that evolutionists rarely 
bring up and that creationists seem to be almost unaware of. 
This is a very important difference, maybe it should be called 
the most important difference, between man and all other ani
mals. This is, very simply stated, man's ability to symbolize. No 
other animal, including the chimp, ape, and dolphin, has been 
demonstrated to have this ability to symbolize. 

What does it mean to symbolize? Symbolization is the ability 
to use one thing (whatever it may be--actions, objects, words, 
etc.) to represent or signify something else regardless of whether 
the two different things have any intrinsic connection to each 
other or not. A symbol is, in effect, something that can be given 
any meaning. Only man can symbolize or, in other words, use 
symbols. Animals react to and use only signs, not symbols. 

Signs are different from symbols in that their meaning does 
not change. An example of a sign can be seen using fire. Fire 
is a sign of heat. If an animal has experience with fire he soon 
comes to associate extreme heat with fire. When it sees a fire it 
will stay away from the fire because it knows that heat is con
nected with fire. This is because animals "respond directly to 
the physical properties of objects without endowing them with 
meaning." Fire is responded to because it indicates heat. 
Humans respond to signs in much the same way. But show that 
animal a sheet of paper with red, orange, and yellow jagged 
colors on it and he will not respond. No animal will. A human 
would learn that the colors and their pattern on the sheet of 
paper were a picture symbolizing fire with its flame and heat, 
because that is the meaning that most people have given that 
picture. The paper is not hot, and neither are the colors, but they 
become a symbol for fire. 

Many people do not realize the significance and complexity of 
this one difference between man and the other animals. Almost 
everything in our culture is based on our ability to symbolize. 
If humans were to suddenly lose this ability, all culture would 
cease to emt. Money would be meaningless, books could no 
longer say anything to anyone, we could not even think about 
anything beyond our own physiological requirements. We would 
not be able to say good morning to our next door neighbor 
when we meet him at the mailbox. Of course, there would be no 
mailbox, no mailman, and certainly no letters or bills on which 
are placed written (or typed) symbols. No pencils, or pens, or 
paper to write on. No typewriters. There would be no houses 
no sidewalks, no roads, no cars, no boss at the office or war~ 
~ouse, no office or warehouse. In short, all we would be doing 
1s what other mammals do-eat, sleep, survive, and reproduce. 

Many people will object to the fact that man is unique in his 
ability to use symbols. They will mention that chimpanzees and 
apes have been taught language. Two social scientists David 
Karp and William Yoels, have discussed some of this ~search 
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in "Symbols, Signs, Selves and Society: Understanding Inter
action"-Harper and Rowe: 

Psychologists have long been preoccupied with teaching 
animals language. Recent studies show that after pain
staking work, chimpanzees can be taught to use as many as 
300 "symbols." At the Yerkes Primate Research Laboratory, 
researchers have devised a computer system involving a 
number of buttons representing particular persons, objects, 
and acts in the chimps' environment. By using these sym
bols, monkeys and their trainers seem able to "talk" with 
each other. By employing different combinations of but
tons, the animals ask for food, respond to trainers' ques
tions, and even form new "sentences." 

There is no doubt that these animals have managed to 
learn a code that includes some of the characteristic fea
tures of human communication. There remains, however, 
an unbridgeable gap between human language atnd the com
munication of the sort accomplished in these studies. We 
note that the chimps in the Yerkes studies can use the 
computer symbols only to communicate with their trainers 
and not with each other. Moreover, the animals are limited 
to the use of symbols that they have been taught. It is cer
tain that a particular monkey would find a 300-word com
puter vocabulary useless if left alone with another monkey 
and the computer. This is, of course, very different from 
the manner in which persons learn and then employ 
language. 

It is possible to teach a chimpanzee some words, but he is not 
able to teach them to anything or anyone else. He is not even 
able to just "talk" with another chimp. 

Think with me for a moment about how complex our symbolic 
interpretations are. Let us just take one part of the different 
kinds of symbols we use--words. We have 26 symbols that we 
call the alphabet:· We use those 26 symbols to construct over 
200,000 other symbols we call words. And yet not a single one 
of those words has any intrinsic connection with what it sym
bolizes .. What connection does this symbol-a-have with the 
sound we have given it? What connection does this symbol
shoe--have with the object on your foot? What connection do 
these black marks you are now reading have with the concepts 
we are actually talking about (abstract concepts at that)? You 
even think in symbols. Don't you use words (which are symbols) 
to think to yourself almost all the time? We rarely think in 
pictures. 

Evolutionists rarely say anything at all about man's unique 
symbolization ability in a relevant manner when writing about 
and talking about and providing the "evidence" for man's 
"evolutionary rise from lower animals." How could this fantastic 
ability have possibly "sprung up." Could it really have hap
pened by chance, by the random mutations of brain cells? I 
wonder. Maybe the Bible is right when it says that "God 
created man in his own image." 

I would personally like to see much more written about this 
subject by those who are eminently more qualified than I am 
in social psychology and the art of writing. 

Rt. 1, Box 113A, Houghton Lake, MI 48629 
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"Men Spoke From God" ( 4) 

Part III of the present series of articles 
emphasized that one's view of the inspira
tion of the Bible must be biblical, that is, 
it must agree with the claims made by the 
inspired authors of the Bible and with the 
phenomena which appear in the various 
biblical books. Two specific biblical claims 
and one phenomenon were treated. Here 
other phenomena are discussed. 

4. A comparison of duplicate accounts 
of the same event or of two records of the 
same song or poetic piece shows that the 
inspired writers were often not concerned 
to quote the exact wo-rds of speakers 
(whether God or man), but only to pre
serve faithfully the meaning of what they 
said. When one compares Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke in the original Greek, he discov
ers that there is not a single verse which 
reads exactly the same in all three Gos
pels. 

An illustration of this point may be 
found in the record of the words God spoke 
when Jesus was baptized. Matthew 3:17 
quotes him as saying, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased." How
ever, the parallel accounts in Mark 1:11 
and Luke 3:22 quote him as saying, "Tiwu 
art my beloved Son; with thee I am well 
pleased." Now did God actually say, "This 
is my beloved Son", or "Thou art my be
loved Son?" It is impossible to know on the 
basis of the biblical evidence. But this does 
not matter, because it is obvious that the 
inspired biblical writers do not always 
claim or intend to quote the words of their 
speakers verbatim. Of course, they may 
have done so at times, but the only criteri
on modern man has to know this is the 
occurrence of duplicate passages in the 
Bible, and these indicate they did not 
quote the exact words. 

5. A study of the Bible shows that the 
records of historical events it contains 
may or may not be in chronological order. 
Accordingly, one's belief in the inspiration 
of the Bible does not depend on its being 
in chronological order. Two examples may 
be cited to illustrate this point. 2 Samuel 
5-6 relate this order of events: David's 
conquest of Jerusalem (5:6-10), Hiram's 
building him a palace (5:11-12), the chil
dren David had by several wives and con
cubines in Jerusalem (5:13-16), David's 
two victories over the Philistines in the 
Valley of Rephaim (5:17-25), and David's 
bringing the ark to Jerusalem (6:1-23). 
However, the parallel account in 1 Chron
icles 11:4-9; 13-15 record this order: 
David's conquest of Jerusalem (11:4-9), 
David's bringing the ark toward Jerusa
lem as far as the house of Obed-edom 
(13), Hiram's building him a palace (14 :-
1-2), the children David had by several 
wives and concubines in Jerusalem (14:3-
7), David's two victories over the Philis
tines in the Valley of Rephaim (14:8-17), 
and David's bringing the ark from the 

JOHN T. WILLIS 

house of Obed-edom to Jerusalem (15). 
From these two records, one can only con
jecture as to the precise order in which 
these events occurred. But this offers no 
problem for one's belief in the inspiration 
of the Bible, because there is no claim that 
the biblical authors intended to present 
the events they record in chronological 
order, nor is there any reason why they 
should. 

A New Testament example of the same 
phenomenon is the account of the tempta
tions of Christ. Matthew 4:1-11 records 
the temptations as (a) turning the stones 
to bread, (b) jumping off the wing of the 
temple, and (c) worshipping the devil to 
receive all the kingdoms of the world. How
ever, Luke 4:1-13 relates them as (a) 
turning the stones stones to bread, (b) 
worshipping the devil to receive all the 
kingdoms of the world, and (c) jumping 
off the wing of the temple. In what 
chronological order did the three tempta
tions occur? From the biblical evidence, it 
is impossible to know with certainty. But 
there is nothing which demands that in
spired writers record events in the exact 
order in which they actually occurred. 

6. The Bible contains various kinds of 
literature, including parables (Luke 15), 
allegories (Gal. 4:21-5:1), fables (Judges 
9:7-15), mythological language (Job 26:-
12-13; Isa. 14:12-14; 27:1; Ps. 74:13-14), 
figurative language (Ps. 42:1; James 
4:14), and the like. Therefore, it is a mis
take to suppose everything in the Bible 
is intended to be historical. Indeed, God 
can and does teach through history, but 
he can teach in other ways as well. If 
Jesus fairly represents God's teaching 
method, God must love parables. 

7. The authors of some biblical books 
are named, but the authors of others are 
not. For example, the Bible makes no 
claim as to who wrote Joshua, 1 and 2 
Kings, Job, Hebrews, and so forth. The 
Christian is under no obligation to take a 
position on this issue where the Bible does 
not speak. Ancient writers sometimes made 
claims concerning this matter. For exam
ple, early Jewish rabbis said Moses wrote 
the book of Job, and early Church Fathers 
claimed Paul wrote the book of Hebrews. 
But these rabbis and Church Fathers were 
not inspired by God, and thus the Chris
tian is not bound to defend their claims. 
The only biblical view, compatible with 
the Bible itself, would be, "We do not 
know who wrote the books of Job and 
Hebrews." 

Further, in order to be biblical, some
times it is necessary to distinguish be
tween the "moving force" behind a book 
and the person who actually wrote it. For 
example, Jeremiah 36:32 states that Ba
ruch wrote at least part of the book of 
Jeremiah at the dictation of Jeremiah, 
Isaiah 8:16 indicates Isaiah entrusted the 
oracles he delivered during the Syro-

Ephraimitic War to his "disciples," and 
logic would suggest they in turn wrote 
them down, Romans 16:22 demonstrates 
that Tertius actually wrote the book of 
Romans although it was in reality an 
epistle of Paul, and 1 Peter 5:12 suggests 
Peter dictated the book of 1 Peter to Sil
vanus. However, this action in no way 
removes these sections from the claim that 
the Bible is inspired by God. 

8. There are many passages in the Bible 
which are difficult to understand histori
cally, theologically, or otherwise. The in
spired writers themselves acknowledged 
the difficulty of understanding portions of 
the Bible. For example, Peter says con
cerning Paul's letters, "There are some 
things in them hard to understand" (2 
Pet. 3:16). Accordingly, it is not necessary 
to understand everything in the scriptures 
to accept them by faith as inspired. In 
fact, the Christian's attitude often must 
be a humble admission of ignorance. Paul 
told the Corinthians: "If any one imagines 
that he knows something, he does not yet 
know as he ought to know" (1 Cor. 8:2). 
Although it is important for the Christian 
to know all he can about God, man, salva
tion, and the like, his knowledge will neces
sarily be limited. It is important for him 
to love God (1 Cor. 8:3), since ultimately 
his salvation depends on God's grace and 
mercy. 

Summarizing, the weight of evidence 
supports the biblical claim that every 
scripture is inspired by God. One's belief 
in the inspiration of the Bible must be in 
hannony with what the Bible itself says 
about its composition, and with phenomena 
which appear in the various biblical books. 

In conclusion, it is important to be re
minded that belief in the inspiration of 
the Bible pertains only to the autograph 
(original) copies of the various books. No 
autograph of any biblical book. has sur
vived, but only copies and ancient trans
lations. Therefore, careful detailed study 
of the manuscripts is necessary; so it is 
vital for one concerned about determining 
the original text to learn the tools, tech
niques, and languages necessary to work 
in the area of textual criticism. Those who 
have done so generally agree we can be 
assured that no significant biblical teach
ing has been effected by the variant read
ings which appear in the ancient manu
scripts and versions. H. S. Miller (General 
Biblical Introduction, eighth edition, 1954, 
p. 27) says: "Only the Bible in its original 
languages . . . is inspired . . . By the 
process of textual criticism and the com
parison of the many existing manuscript 
copies, versions, and patristic quotations, 
we have good reason for believing that 
we have a text which is substantially the 
same as the original. No claim is made 
for the inspiration of a translation, yet 
our English translations are quite true 
to the Hebrew and Greek.'' 
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How To Be Happy All the Time 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

This article might well bear the title Getting in Good with 
God. Jesus, although the man of sorrow and grief, was for all 
that probably the most happy person to walk our earth. He told 
the disciples his secret to happiness: "And he that sent me is 
with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always 
those things that please him" (John 8:29). Well did brother 
Hugo McCord write, "As important as our faith, repentance, 
confession, and baptism, something else is necessary before the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to you" ("You Have to Be a Beggar," 
Happiness Quaramteed, p. 11). 

All the things which men do in an endeavor to find happiness 
in this life are mostly tears in a bottle. Happiness is not to be 
found in this world separate and apart from God. Men fling 
themselves aimlessly about in life seeking for comple~ness, 
fulfillment, satisfaction. But they do not find it. Courage cannot 
be found in the bottom of a bottle. Joy does not come but for a 
moment in this world, and then it loses itself amid the fantasia 
of a godless society. Jesus said it well when he declared, "I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me" (John 14:6). The utter joy which was to come from 
the Father could not come unto the sons of men except by Jesus 
himself! "Him hath God the Father sealed." 

Happy people are busy people. Multitudes of near normal 
people reside in hospital wards being treated for emotional and 
mental illness because they never looked to God, or took their 
eye off God and regressed into their empty souls. Menninger 
Foundation in Topeka, Kansas is sai)d to have as a portion of 
its therapy helping those who have been treated to get up and 
visit with others struggling with their problems. Results are 
forthcoming. The patients find joy and find themselves, take 
on identity, in helping others face their difficulties. 

Jesus seldom thought on himself. He spent his hour in casting 
out demons, cleansing the detested lepers, restoring sight to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the mute; raising the dead, 
and on go the miracles. But never do we hear Jesus complain. 
He well knew of the things before him. He was as human as he 
was divine. Thinking ahead, he must have dreaded the pain 
and the anguish of those Roman nails as they would suspend 
him helplessly to a rugged and cursed Roman cross built for 
thieves and murderers! Jesus admitted that he had a baptism 
to be baptized with and he was gravely concerned until it be 
accomplished (Luke 12:50). His secret to happiness can also be 
ours if we but get ourselves off our hands and reach out and 
away from Number One and toward others of kindred per
plexities. Jesus found joy in losing himself in the quest of others. 
He was the Prince of Peace and the Lamb of God who "taketh 
away the sins of the world." Jehovah God, his Father in Heaven, 
was constantly with him and loved him beyond measure! "Others 
-always others," was the reflection of God's highest payment 
burning within that glorious bosom of the Savior of the world! 
"Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my 
life •.. " (John 10:17). 

Would we be happy; not just for a moment, but all the time? 
Then _let us relive the steps of the Man of the Cross; let us 
walk m the ways of the Father; and let us find genuine joy in 
the accomplishment and fortune of those outside ourselves. There 
is no crown _without a cross. How hardly shall we enjoy even 
fortune itself with never giving ourselves to attain it? Joy 
comes in contrasts. When Jesus died on that old rugged cross, 
he cried out, "It is finished!" Hell lasted but for a moment, 
and Heaven, all authority, highest exaltation and joy forever 
took its place. Has he not said, "No good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly"? (Psalm 84:11). Effectively did 
P~ul write, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
With God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have 
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Hand Crafted 
V. M. (BUD) WATSON 

In the past few years we have witnessed the establishment of 
many "Schools of Preaching." We laud and give honor to this 
because it affords training that would otherwise never be a~ 
~vailable to most of those who enroll. This article is submitted 
m the hope that it will help to give an added dimension to the 
great and good efforts of those who operate and those who 
attend these schools. 

. We live in an age of "Assembly Line Production," and there 
Is no doubt that this has added to our productivity and abund
ance of things. The preaching schools of necessity must offer 
to the students a uniform and consistant curriculum· but there 
~s the d~nger of producing an assembly line approach' to preach
mg which can become almost a plastic imitation of the real 
thing. 

It is eminently understood and accepted by the churches of 
Christ that doctrine cannot be changed. Just as Jesus Christ is 
the s~e yesterday, today, and forever; the main. body of our 
teaching must not be altered. 

When it .comes to preaching the gospel and instructing others 
to preach 1t, we must understand that, in the beginning, those 
who preached took the components of the faith and "hand 
crafted" each address to fit the specific occasion; addressing 
themselves to the living issues of each locality. Indeed the life 
and teaching of Jesus stands as a "hand crafted" prototype 
of all that we can have to say. 

Many men are coming from our good schools having sat at 
the feet of great instructors who have recommended excellent 
books and Bible-centered theology. Yet they go forth and find 
that they are not well accepted, even to the extent that some 
quit, or are asked to resign. These men feel let down because 
with few exceptions, they have made great personal sacrifice~ 
to gain their expertise. Usually the fault is neither with the 
rejecting congregation nor the knowledge of the preacher. Often 
he ~a~ just taken that which he learned on the assembly line 
basis m school and presented it in that form to his hearers· just 
using the outlines he learned, and, learned well. ' 

There are many sermon outline books on the market and 
preachers can use them with considerable profit. Howev~r we 
must be very careful to take those basics so ably pictured by the 
other man and s? m?ld and shape it by our own research, deep 
prayer, and meditation that when we place it. in the show-case 
of our pulpit, it will have become a "hand crafted" model which 
distinctly speaks of our personal relationship with the master 
builder, Jesus Christ. 

It will be profitable for us to be reminded that after Timothy 
had receiv~d th~ laying on of the hands of the presbytery with 
the attending gift of personal ability, Paul instructed him to 
"Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them· that 
thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou'shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee." 

While each gospel sermon must blossom from the same stern 
of trut~, like roses they must, while not losing their sameness 
of species, produce their own distinctness of form. This is where 
your study, prayer and personality will fit in to give a flavor 
and beauty to your little patch of heavenly sunlight that none 
other can supply. Strive not only to make the sermon yours but 
make it "You!" never letting the "You" take precedence ove; our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

6536 Estrella Ave., San Diego, CA 92120 

access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God/ (Rom. 5:1-2). 

Westside C of C, 1404 Main, Duncan, OK. 73533 
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The Value of Goal Setting in Jesus' Life BUD ROSS 

Abraham Maslow, noted psychologist, 
describes a man who evades his destiny as 
one having a "Jonah Complex." Jonah has 
to be one of the most frustrated men in the 
Bible because he refused to strive for a 
God-given goal. 

So many humanists preach goal setting 
today that one is tempted to be reactionary 
and oppose this Biblical concept. A survey 
of the gospels reveals Jesus continually 
talking about his goals. Our Lord's favor
ite phrase for goal setting was, "I have 
come to •••• " Jesus' being goal oriented had 
at least two values in his life. 

Goal setting helped Jesus handle diffi
cult situations. 

When the Pharisees cornered him with 
one of their "Moses said . . . what do you 
say "dilemmas Jesus called on his goal 
orientation for wisdom. "I have not come 
to destroy the law but to fulfill it." (Mat
thew 5:17) 

When confronted with the unpleasant 
scene of "Who is going to wash feet?", 
Jesus called on his goal orientation for ac
tion. "The son of man came not to be served 
but to serve." (Matthew 20:28) 

When people stereotyped him with other 
Messianic figures, Jesus called on his goal 
orientation for his self-image. "I am the 
door of the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves •.• " (John 10:7-8). 

When others all about him were being 
negative and judgmental, Jesus called on 
his goal orientation for a positive attitude. 
"I have come as light into the world ••• 

I did not come to judge the world but to 
save it." (John 12:46-47) 

When tempted to lie, Jesus called on his 
goal orientation for courage. "Pilate said 
to him, 'So you are a king?" Jesus answer
ed," .•. for this I have come into the 
world ..• " (John 18:37) 

When tense because of his knowledge of 
his imminent death, Jesus called on his goal 
orientation for faith. "Now is my soul 
troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, 
save me from this hour'? No, for this pur
pose I have come to this hour." (John 
12:27) 

When wondering what the future held, 
Jesus called on his goal orientation for 
reinforcement. "For the son of man is to 
come with his angels .•. " (Matthew 16-27) 

Goal setting helped Jesus win souls. 
When tempted to be distracted, Jesus 

called on his goal orientation for priorities 
evaluation. "For the son of man came to 
seek and to save the lost." (Luke 19:10) 

When tempted to sow seed on poor soil, 
Jesus called on his goal orientation deci
sion making. "I came not to call the righ
teours but sinners." (Matthew 9:13) 

When suffering personal rejection, Jesus 
called on his goal orientation to ward off 
depression. "Do not think I have come to 
bring peace on earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword." (Matthew 10:-
34) 

Having spent three years talking about 
his goals Jesus described the turning point 
in discipleship as, "If any man would come 

Writing the Word of God on Your Heart CAROLYN COLE 

Those who have been to Sunday school 
as children can probably remember the 
singsong unison attempts to memorize that 
day's verse and perhaps the difficult feat 
of remembering the one from the week be
fore as well. You may also recall a feeling 
of relief when you were finally old enough 
to get into a class where this was no longer 
required. After all, memorization like this 
seemed sometimes to have Iitle purpose or 
feeling to it. Besides, how often is it neces
sary to be able to "quote a pile of scrip
ture"? That's why Bibles are printed, 
right? 

While memorization is certainly not 
everything, it has definitely been neglected. 
The ideas expressed in verses such as Deut. 
6:4-7 and Ps. 1:2 are very clear. Do you 
practice them? Let's look at some things. 

For many of us reading itself is a prob
lem. The effort of translating letters to 
words, and for some versions the words 
themselves, can take almost all the enjoy
ment and even part of the desire out of 
listening to God. Fortunately difficult 
reading does not necessarily make memori
zation difficult. For instance, piano teach
ers sometimes find that new students tend 
to memorize their music rather than learn 
to read it more rapidly. 

If we have it memorized it is also much 
easier to meditate on the word. As we go 
about our daily business it is not always 
convenient or even possible to refer to a 
book. 

Study of the Bible becomes more profit
able and enjoyable if as we read some pas
sage or study some question, relevant 
verses come to mind without having to be 
looked up in a concordance. In fact many 
times these will be verses you would not 
have found with a concordance since they 
may have no words in common with what 
you are studying. 

This list could go on but as you can 
see many of the advantages come simply 
from the convenience of having something 
with you rather than having to hunt it up 
when you need it. You are also apt to use 
something more often if you have it with 
you. 

Rather than pointing out the advan
tages and bemoaning a lack of memoriza
tion I'd like to share what some of us 
here are doing. A small group, about 4, 
meets once a week. For instance, those of 
us who happen to work in the same build
ing meet for lunch. At the meetings each 
person gives from memory 2 to 5 minutes 
of spoken scripture, preferably a continu
ous passage. It only takes about an hour 
to memorize this much well enough to 
repeat it smoothly and with some attempt 
for feeling. Each can then tell why they 
chose the passage they did and what they 
learned from it. 

The group is kept small both for the 
sake of time and to relieve any embarrass
ment when enevitably someone will have 

(Continued on page 10) 

after me, let him deny himself, take up 
his cross and follow me." How is one to 
reach such a demanding goal? If one learns 
from Jesus' example one will consciously 
and frequently talk about his goals. "I have 
come to ... " 
Box 1463, Ada, Okla. 74820 

---~o----

Who Knows? E. D. WIEB 

Christians living today in Canada and 
the United States enjoy freedom and bene
fits unknown to many in other parts of 
the world. The opportunity to exhibit the 
Christian way of life is open to us and yet 
we fail too often to take advantage of these 
opportunities. May I share with you just 
one example of this and encourage the 
reader to share in such opportunities. 

In 1980, I became quite concerned over 
some magazine articles and theater adver
tisements which glorified sexual aberra
tion to a degree that I had not previously 
noticed. Reflecting upon the deteriorating 
moral climate of our nation, I determined 
to speak out in opposition to such movies 
and television shows. 

As a result, I wrote a "Viewpoint" ar
ticle for the local paper. Subsequently, 
members of our congregation circulated a 
petition in our community (approximate
ly 10,000 persons) which asked city coun
cil to ban "X" rated movies in our local 
theaters. Within a few hours, over 1,000 
signatures were obtained. Arrangements 
were made to present the petition to 
council. 

The results were electrifying! Tele
phone calls, radio talk shows, television 
news and a t.v. talk show followed in quick 
succession. Shouts of censorship, book
burning and extremism came forth from 
critics of the petition. The petition was 
presented to council with the result that 
council passed a motion to write a letter 
to the film classification board asking for 
stricter measures in classifying movies. 

Armed with the petition and a letter 
from city council a delegation met with 
film classification officials only to learn 
that film classification is governed by the 
criminal code and that the criminal code 
is interpreted to allow that which does not 
"offend the public conscience.'' 

This is why obscene, pornographic films 
are being allowed today when in the past 
they might have been prohibited. This is 
why sex and violence are portrayed on 
our television screens today in a way that 
was quite unacceptable a few years ago. 
As long as the public allows such films to 
be shown and raises no protest, they will 
be shown. 

We are not alone in our concern. People 
of our communities share our interest in 
dealing with mind pollution. Let's exercise 
the privilege we have of making our views 
known. The results in our city, Weyburn, 
Sask. may not be the results you experi
ence in your community but be assured, 
there will be positive results. "All that is 
necessary for evil to triumph is for good 
men to do nothing." 
E. D. Wieb, Elder, Church of Christ 
411 Assiniboia St., 
Weburn, Sask., Canada S4H·OR5 
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"Return From Despair" 
(Continu ed from page 3) 

son dl.·ank compulsively, and wi th no con
trol, and together we managed to t hink 
as though we were both drinking, and one 
trouble compounded the other, and through 
this insane thinking and putting God to 
one s ide aga in, I managed to get myself 
a prison sentence in T.D.C. for f elony 
theft-swindling with a worthless check. 

Contrary to some thinking, God did not 
put me in prison; I put myself in prison, 
and then with much thought, study and 
apprehension as to wha t lay ahead, God 
started to bring my thinking around to the 
point I was asking why is this God of 
the Bible, and his son, J esus Christ, so 
successful in bringing so many people 
peace, serenity, courage, happiness, ful
f illed lives and dedication to his cause? 

For 51/2 yea rs, I have found out why, as 
the Lord has blessed me dai ly, with all of 
the promises we are told about in his 
Word. When I opened my heart and let 
the love of God come in, a wasted life has 
been restored to usefulness in the Lord's 
service. 

Alcohol is one of the hardest DRUGS to 
escape known to man, because it is so 
readily available over the counter. It is 
presented in enticing ways through tele
vis ion, newspaper ads, magazines, bill
boards, etc. We a re bombarded dai ly with 
romantic notions of sophistication, the 
macho image, the femme fatale image
until we are brainwashed into acceptance 
of a terribly dangerous national problem, 
namely, alcoholism on a national scale. 

Make no mistake, this is big business, 
on a grand scale, with the manufactu1·ers 
rationalizing, justifying and sat isfying 
man's desire to be something other than 
what he is. God crea ted us in his image 
and without a clear m ind, and a very 
healthy body, we cannot and will not f ul
fi ll our duty to our creator. Culturall y, 
we as a nation far outshine civilizations 
such as the Greeks had, the Romans had 
and sh ared with other s from the begin
ning of recorded history. As surely as 
these cultures went out of existence, so 
shall we, and the other so-called civilized 
peoples of the world become an obj ect of 
archeological expedit ions in some distant 
date, to find the answer to "What de
stroyed such a wonderful, productive peo
ple such as this?" Sociological diseases, 
such as alcoholism, drug abuse, moral de
cline, without lack of purpose, and most 
important of a ll, t he abandonment of God 
and his teachi ngs will be the sad, sad 
story of our demise as a nation!! Let's 
put God first! 

WRITING TH E WORD OF GOD 
(Cont inued from page 9) 

to back up and try again or look up the 
passage to see what they missed. It also 
seems best if t hose listening just listen 
and not try to r ead along. Wh ile this 
whole thing may look a litt le a rtificial it 
has the potential for good sharing and 
discussion of God's word. 

The p icture comes to mind of a father, 
who after try ing to e::-.-plain something to 
a bored, inattentive ch ild f inally asks 
loudly and clearly, "What did I just say 
to you?" 

10 [826] 

Surely our F a ther in heaven is pleased 
when we take the time in any way to 
rea lly listen to what. he has to say. 

If you ar e not a lready making some 
kind of honest effort to memorize the 
scriptures please do, for .the rewards are 

great. We need to write the word of God 
on our hearts and minds so that more and 
more t he overflow of our hear ts will be 
f rom that word and that we may be better 
able to speak as ones speaking the very 
words of God. 
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For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 
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Qualified Teachers 
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Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 
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Ready Soon 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 
Are Included In This Volume 

Publication date - February 1, 1981 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please· send copies of Commentary on the Miltor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. 'Over $10.00 add lOtjb. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e, ________________________________________________ __ 
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SIXTH ANNUAL ELDERS' WORKSHOP 
SLATED AT SUNSET IN LUBBOCK 

The theme for Sunset's Sixth Annual 
Elders' Workshop is : "Shepherds, What 
Do You See ?" 

From 2:00 PM, Wednesday, January 
14th through noon on Friday, the 16th, 
some 15 brethren will address themselves 
to t he insights needed by elders who are 
to see that brethren follow af ter the 
"which is good, one towar d another and 
toward all". Don Peden will speak first on 
the subject, "Shepherds, What Do You 
See When You See Yourselves ?" Bill 
Teague, Paul Faulkner, Leona rd Gray, 
Ca rl Spain, Harold Taylor, Richard Rog
ers and others will explore practical and 
biblical ways t hat elders need to see the 
f amilies, the fields, the flock being fed, 
and proper fellowship. 

A SPECIAL SERIES FOR LADIES is 
pla nned by Bobbie P aden to coincide with 
the lectures for men. 

For further information, contact Day
ton Keesee, % Sunset Chur ch of Chr ist, 
34th and Memphis , Lubbock, Texas, 7!>410 
(Tel. 806-792-5191) . 

HARDING BREAKS RECORD 
SEARCY, Ark.- Enrollment a t Ha rd

ing University for the f a ll semester in
creased by 2.76 per cent to br ing t he tota l 
number of students to a record 3,083. Last 
fall's final tally was 3,001. 

The students r epresent 47 states and 
26 foreign count r ies, with Arka nsas fur
nishing the most number a t 897. 

In the past 15 years , Harding 's enroll
ment has grown from 1,472, increasing by 
1,611 students or a 110 percent g rowth. 
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Lord's Supper, The-Fortner, John 483 
Lost Art, A-Wright, John 680 
Lost Bit of Restoration History, A-

Jackson. Hulen 502 
Love of Christ Compels Us, The-

Zeilder. Daniel 216 
Love: The Basic Motivation for Christian 

Health Care Ministries-Bryant, Rees 728 
Making Diseinles-Swain, Walter 680 
Makin~ the Mast of Every Opportunity-

Vinzant, Don 616 
Man and Genesis 1-2-Jackson, Hulen 292 
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Man's Gift, A- Raines, G. F'. 780 
Jllnrks of n Soul-Winning Church-

Marshall, Keith 456 
Matter of St ewa rdship, The-Edson, Aline 297 
Mayan Breakthrough Contlnues--

Rheinbolt, Richard 664 
Meaning of Pain , The-Shelly, Rubel 707 
"Men Spake Prom God" (1)-Willis, John 772 
"Men Spake From God" (2)-Willis, J ohn 791 
"Men SPOke From God" (3)-Willis, J ohn 808 
"Men Spoke ~'rom God" (4)-Willis. J ohn 824 
Message o f tho Cross, The-Prout, Elmer 403 
Mind Pollution-Newberry, Ron 390 
Mirnclcs and Providence-Thomas. J. D. 232 
Mis.sionnries: Dcggnrs or Denefnctors-

Mitchell, Carl 712 
Mission or Monumcnt.--Shotwell, Silas 742 
Missions and tho Fut ure-Cook, Charles 771 
Missions Management (I )- Lundy, Dale 215 
Missions Management (2)-Lundy, Dale 231 
Missions Manngement (3)- Lundy, Dale 247 
Mission• Managemen t (4)- Lu ndy, Dale 263 
Missions Management (5)-Lundy, Dale 279 
Missions Management (6)- Lundy, Dale 295 
Missions Ma nagement (7)- Lundy, Da le 3ll 
Missions, Our· Work 'l'hrough Other 

Eyes-Prout, E lmer 723 
More Than a Secret Touch- Prout. Elmer 516 
lltormons and tho Family- Bales, James D. 342 
1\fost Unlikely Prospect. A- Ledbetter, Van C. 184 
Must I Love My Neigbhor if He Is a 

DifCercn t Color-Shelly, Rubel 5 
llh• Dreams-Roussos. Dino 760 
Navajos, Our Wor k Among the-

Hampton , J esse 440 
Necessary of Instilling Faith, 'l'he-

Giayton, J ohn N. 243 
Need a Coping l\1achlne-Sattenficld, Charles 102 
New School of Preaching, A-Myers, J . B. 57 
No Refund- Bailey, J. C. 363 
Not Forsakin~t the A""embly: Suggestion 

or Commnnd-Whiddon, Robert, Jr. 517 
Not P ence But a Sword-McKinney, Weldon 451 
Old Soldiers Never Die-Williams, Tex 421 
Omnr, t he Liberal Muslim (A Parnble) -

Hoover, A. J. 659 
On Bein~t P atient Farmers- Hood, J ere 216 
On Being a Covenant People-R iley, J erry A. 67 
Once Saved-Now Saved- Exum, J ack 392 
One Nation Under God- Fonville, J esse 440 
On Getting Sidetracked- Hinkle. J nmes 3 
Origins of Scribal Interpretation, The-

Broyles. Stephen 61 •1 
Our Stake in India- Cook, Charles 85 
Outline or the Hestorut ion Principle in 

Church History, An ( I )- l ee. R . D. 
Outline of the Restoration Princip le in 

Church Hi•tory, An (2)-lce, R. D. 23 
Outline of the Rcstorntion Principle in 

Chu rch H istory, An (3)- Ice. R. D. 39 
Outline of the Restoration Principle in 

Church H istory, An (•I)- lee, R. D. 55 
Pnrablc of the Ten Virgins-

Crutch field. Dean 7•11 
Parents' RespOnsibility to Their Children-

Boswell. David 456 
Participation in the P olitical Process-

Ellis. Carroll 664 
Paul's P ositive Potentinl-Fnllis, Gary 627 
Paul's Prison Request.-Prout. Elmer 776 
Pence and Safety- Then Sudden Destruction 

-Sherman, Stanley 456 
P ence oC Mind- Hendrix, Ed•lic 118 
People Who Arc " Not Peoplc"-

Goff. R. lltichnel 246 
Perfect Chur ch, The-Wril(ht, J ohn 11 7 
Personal- Whitsett, Dwight 568 
Philosophies of Men and Preach ing the 

Gospel in Europe-Opsiteh, Ynnn 438 
Pigs nnd Priorities- Cornell , Allen 183 
Plnn of Salvation. The-Dixon. Danny 568 
Plea for Marys, A- Herring, Gina 536 
P lcnsc Don't Quit Jesus-G~tney , Loyd, Sr. 296 
Plight of the Poor, 'rhe-Dickson. Roger E. 389 
Portrait of ll Good Guy-H nrvill. J e rry 88 
Power of Positi ve P reachi ng, T he-

Emery, Austin 88 
P raye r and the Open Door-

Wi llmon, Fred 264 
Preacher nnd Humor, The--Armstron g Art 72 
Preachers & Bible Study-Ba les, James 184 
Preacher's Dilemma. The-Moser, Wm. Kay 520 
Preacher's "Point of View," The-

Danchak. Mich ael 408 
Predestination- Riley, J erry 630 
Predjudice-Winters. Howard 102 
Prejudice Against the Elderly-

Warren, Norman 339 
Premillennial Hermeneutics-Hoo,•cr. A rlie 86 
Preparing for Headin~t n Household Alone--

Schneider, Stephanie 726 
P reventing Divorce-Cook. Gaylord 629 
Prison Ministry. The--1\tcKissick. J oe 809 
Problems, Problems- l ee. R. D. 515 
Proper Outlook on L ife. A-

Shell)', Rubel 419 
P ulpit To Not Your Own, The-

F indlay, Clyde P. 275 
Put Him on the Spot-Moser, Wm. Kay 584 
Putting Bnndnids on Gangrene-

Kearby, Paul D. 613 
Rent J oy o( Service. The--

Woodward. Mark 262 
"Rent LiCe" nt Colle~te-Not~trass. Ray 486 
Rent Truth About Baptism. The-Exum. J ack 328 
Re-Digging tho Wells ( !) - H a r vill, Jerry 407 
Re-Digging the Wells (2 )- Harvill, J erry 423 
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He-bigging tho \Vella (3)-Harvill, J erry 
lli>-Digging t.hc Wells (4)-Harvill, J erry 
Rc-Digging the Wells (5)-Hnn•ill, J erry 
He-Digging tho Wells (6)- Harvill, J erry 
Reforming Our Deformities- Blackwell, Mike 
Relationship of J esus' Miracles to His 

Teaching. The-Williams, Boyd 
Hellgion That Repells-Wells. Dale 
Religious Adolescence--Wright, J ohn 
Religious Climate in Europe, The-

Kcc. Doyle 
Restoration Principle, The: An Implicat ion 

-Grove, Force 
Return From Dea1>air 
Rock Bottom- Weare, Wm. M. 
Rocks- Edson, Aline 
Role Model for Prenchero, A- SWed ,Tom 
Role o£ Uevelntion in thE! Mormon Church 

Today, The-Dilbeck, W. Harland 
Ruins of Tyre, The-Townsend, J. C. 
Sllfo Wl\Y, The-Wright. John 
Sawdust in Our Diet. The-Cuell"' Garmelo 
Schemes of Satan, Thf>-Jones, Karl 
Science, Zeus, and J ehovah- H oover, A. J. 
Second-Hnnd Jo'aith- .McCampbell , Duane 
Seed Faith- Driver, William 
Seeking After God-Swain, Walter 
Sclf-Eijtecm, a Husband's Point of View-

Lewis, Eddie 
Self-Esteem. a Wif's Point of View-

Lewis. Judy 
Sin and Its Consequences- Marshall, Keith 
Soap-Doyle, Janice 
Solid Food or Stone Soup-Holland, Dnn 
Son is Sinkin!(, The--T urner, Nick. J r . 
Sperm Banks and Christian Ethics-

Shelly. Rubel 
S11iritunl lnventory- Wndzeck, Bruce 
Students in Rome--Forsythe, Chuck 
SuHering- McMullen, C. Maurice 
Symbols and Mnn's Evolution-Greene, T. S. 
Tench the Bible Free on Cable TV-

Hadwin. Milo 
Temptation nnd Sin 
That's Incredible-Dickson, Roger 
There Arc No Hidden Trapa-

Mclnteer, Jim Bill 
There is n Work That You Cnn Do

Williams, 'l'ex 
Things Behind and Things Before--

Bales, Jnmes 
Things 'l'hnt God H ntce- Wnddey, John 
Think Before You Snenk- Goad, Stephen 
Thin Line, A- Bnles. Jumes 
Thomas Cnmpbell nnd the Dcclnration a nd 

Address (I )- Gross, J erry 
Thomas Campbell and tho Declaration and 

Address (2)- Gross, J erry 
T hought o f J esus, The-Hollerman, Richard 
Three Conversions- Prout, Elmer 
Timo is Ripe. The-Archer, David 
Times Belong to Us. The-Schubert, J oe 
To Him That Hath Shall be Given-

McCampbell, Duane 
'l'ranslations--Curse or Blessing- Wells, Dale 
Two Essential Elements- Mitchell, Curl 
Two or Three-Sayers. Stanley 
Tyranny of the Urgent- Hodge. Chnrles 
Unfinished Towers- McCampbell Dunne 
Universal Govenanta-Bnles , James 
Unsung Hero. The--Goff, Michael 
Urgency or Complncency-EIIiott, Glen 
Urah. tl1c Hittite-Townsend. J. C. 
U. S. Congregations Per Capita

Oibricht. Owen D. 
Value of Goal/Setting in Jesus' Life, 

The-Ross. Bud 
Value of Human Life. The-Shelly, Rubel 
Victory in J esus- Bodine, Gary 
Victory Through Surrcnder- Wnrpula. Calvin 
\Vnter and Blood- E xum, J nck 
" Wo Preach Christ Crucified"- Prout, Elmer 
Wo Wnlk "By Fnith"- Becton, Rnndy 
What About Soclnl Drinking-Simmon·s, H. D. 
What About Thnt Refund- Wade, Carl 
Wlmt Ever Hnppcned- Rbc, 1". Averyt 
Whl\t Ever Hnppened- Rix, F. Averyt 
Wh11t God Left Out of the Bible-

Jackson. Hulen 
Whnt Has Hnppened to All Your J oy

Wright, J ohn 
What Is Christianity- Boswell. David 
What Is Necessary (or Unity in Christ

Brown, J ohn C. 
Wh11t Is the Spiritual Condition of Our 

Congre!(6tion- Wndzeck. Bruce 
What Kind of Critter nrc You-\Vnddcy, J oh n 
What's Rig ht in the Lord's Church Today

Emery. Austin 
What's Wrong With Being Right

Swain. Wnlter 
Christians 

439 
455 
471 
487 
147 

550 
806 
664 

646 

185 
820 
694 
712 
56o 

374 
54 

390 
19 

677 
310 
277 
773 
792 

313 

312 
101 
533 
245 
328 

408 
371 
151 
468 
823 

265 
739 
809 

792 

104 

422 
549 
548 

40 

679 

695 
264 
691 
217 
424 

373 
70 
24 
56 

648 
616 
134 
547 
259 
326 

198 

826 
678 
72 

693 
665 
199 
181 
600 
279 

56 
168 

ll7 

483 
231 

774 

276 
37 

680 

168 
What the Ame n P rogram Means to 

in tho Military 
Whnt Was Abolished- Owen, Dan 
Whnt Will You Leave Your Children

Levick. Eddie 

504. 505 
807 

What You Don't Know About Dh·orce-
W iggi ns. J oe 

When God Runs the Church- Estes. Chester 
Where Arc the P orches-Oliver, Robert 
Where Wns Titus- Rice. Tim 
Which Wny Arc You Going- Wright. J ohn 
While F ighting We Neglect-Hinkle. James 
Who Is 1\fy Neighbor- Becton, Randy 
Who Is Really in Control of This Program

Bailey, Jnmes 
Who Knows-Weib, Don 

435 

51 
133 
53 

616 
810 
809 
355 

24 
826 

Who Should Do Counseling in the Church-
Alley, J oe K. 

Why Atheism Mnkes Sense-Clayton, John 
Why Do Preachers Preach- Ellis, Lloyd 
Why Do the Wicked Pr011per-Young, Charles 
Why Evil- Dilbeck, Harland 

790 
340 
197 
22 

Why the Difference-Hinckley, l\1alcom 
Will France Prohibit Alocholic Beverages-

Osiptch, Ynnn 

40~ 
309 

Will tho Church Ever Be Perfect-Cline, Ted 
Wolf Is at the Door of Foreign Missions, 

The--Yocum. Lynn 

584 
553 

Women' s Lib-Smith, Gordon 
Working Preachers- Marshall. Keith 
World Bible School 14 n Great Teaching 

Opartunity- Lovell, J immie 
World Evangeliom-Cook, Chnrlee 
Worahip-1'homa1. J . D. 

453 
552 
424 

Worship Will Not Fit into a Pigeonhole-
Wright, John 

329 
196 
116 

756 

826 
264 

Writing t.hc Word of God On Your Heart-
Cole. Carolyn 

You and Yourself-McMullen. C. Mnurice 
You Aro n Minister- SnttenCield, Chnrlea 
You Call it Chance-Dickson, ~er 
Young Christian• Ponder Draft Regi1tration 

- Shelly, Rubel 

40 
760 

You1· Word: How Much Is It Worth-
488 

McCampbell, Duane 
OBITUARIES 
Duvi•. Don 
Davis, Marion 
Gooch, Wnllacc E. 
Jones, Dwnin 
Lanier, Hoy H .. Sr. 
Locke. C. C. 
Mc Kenzie, Eulys, C. 
McPhee, Charles G. 
Mellott. Glenn 
Moody, Lewis N. 
Morgan, lloyd 
Nelson. D. Lloyd 
Perkins. Marvin 
SmiU1, Lnwrencc 
Spivey, Floyd J. 
Terry, J oe W. 
Vaughn. Ray 
\Valince, Foy E., J r. 
Watson, Lawrence M. 
White, J 011eph Wells 

120 

26 
62 
78 

446 
722 

62 
269 
75 

158 
540 
362 
427 
282 
666 
334 
556 
731 

12. 18 
603 
717 

CO LLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Abilene Christinn University 
Abilene Ch ristian University 
Abilene Christian University 
Alnbuma Christia n College 

94, 122 
145, 152, 153 
399, 462, 751 

554, 778 
476 
767 

East Tennessee School of Preaching 
Freeti-Hardeman College 
Hardi ng Grauuntc School 
Hartling University 
Harding University 
Intcrnntionnl Bible College 
Lubbock Ch ristian College 
Michigan Christian College 
Northeastern Christian Colle~tc 
Oklahoma Christian College 
Pepperdinc University 
P epperdinc University 
Pcpperdino University 
Tennessee Bible College 
York College 
York CoiiCI<c 
MISSIONA RY 
A f~thnnistnn 
Africa. Enst, Kenyn 
Africn, Mnlnwi 
Africn, \Vest, Cameroun 
Africa, West, Ghana 
Argentina, Buenos Air~s 
Argentina. Tucumnn 
Austral in 
Belgium. 1\fon s 
Brazil. Belo Horizonte 
Brazil. Vitorin 
Cameroun. Dounlt\ 
Cnnadn. Quebec 
Columbia 
Cubn 
Eng land, London 
Europe 
France. St rnsbourg 
Germany. Gemiinden 
Ghnnn. Accrn 
Guatemala, Concepcion 
Guatemala 
Tndin 
India 
J npnn 
Jerusalem 
Mexico 
Nepal 
New Guinea, Lae 
New Guinen. Parma 
New Zenlnnd 
Nicarnsrua 
Nhccrin 
Peru. Limn 
Philippines 
Russia 
South Amer ica. Pnrnguay 
Spain 
St. Mnnrten 
St. Vincent lslnnd 
Swib,crland 
Uganda 
Venezuela 
Zambia 

158. 222 
92. 541 

558. 673 
319 
510 
606 

219, 334, 749 
72. 733 

122. 138. 223 
337, 344. 345 

508 
618. 746 
222. 591 

714 , 780 

257. 261 
180. 652 

92 
33 
74 

177 
94 

174. 427 
287 
730 
682 

97, 106 
30 
14 
60 

161, 378 
1 

697 
32 1 
450 
444 
383 

45, 62. 241. 353 
49•1, 625. 634 
350, 417. 780 

698 
348. 385. 64 1 

209. 670 
515 

433. 446 
222 
376 

364, 401, 765 
113 

512, 689 
271 
734 

14, 76. 378, 412. 554 
369, 523 

273 
283, 289. 3n6 

618 
524 
47 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
A dvertising in this sect ion $ 1.50 per line. DesiJI'lled especially to accommodnte congregations 

advertising meeting places , preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preach en1. A lso other 
acceptable m atter. 

DEAR VAL LEY CH UR CH OF CH IUST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Vet~ran's training" 
Leonard l\L Gray- Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT JiO OD - IOLLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mlcr Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Pho ne 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., ·wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH O F CHRI ST 

4 55 So. Yo u ngtleld C t . 
Tel e. : 988-1024 

Sec Yellow Pages For S e rvice Times 
1'rnnslntion for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
O IONA, VA, JAP AN. Help US watch for 
sou ls of Chrlstlans on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elder s. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 29 8, Okinawa Clty, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON. VA., 20 N. I rving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rl. 60). Convenient to 
notion's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: 30 A.M .. 6 :00 P.M.; Dible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun ., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Wors hip with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual F east. 
CIIA'l'HAl'll, N . J .. Fairmount and Sou ther n 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 20 1- 635-6810 or 
201-635- 26 88. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or fri ends in Alaska. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. A ncl1or age, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344 -5719. 

D AY A R EA SCH OOL OF PREACH ING 
11300 D ublin Road 

Plen.onnton, CniUornl n 94~6 
J ames W. Ferguson, S r ., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
l!AWAU. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chureh of Christ, 4647 Hauanla Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
967-16. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CH RIST, 15656 15th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle . Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area <lrop 
us a line, or call (206) 361-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM'"o=-=N"'S=--cF=n= o,-;-l't""l ....,S"'u=N"'s"'E"'T::--o-n-::9-:-0-m-,-in-u-.te::--cnssctte 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN IA 
CENTRA L CH UR CH OF CHRIST 

12th and H oover Str eets-
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A .M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Min is ters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

P aul Harper, 473-8228. 
R~=E~L-I~G=ro=u=s~B.;.O,;:.O:;.;,K,.;S=-:BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

~lonterrey, lUc xfc ol A-ve. F u n d lclones 100 
"A" OTE. Frace. Buen os Aires 

Tel. : 55-55-11 
David Cardena s, Ev:m gel lsta 

ATT'N. ?IULITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N . "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min . 796-231 1. 

METRO-D ENVER A REA 
Eng lewood Church o f Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mnc Bartee. Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service. 
reasonable price. Send !or in formation and free 
sample directory. Spang ler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
cnll (916) 885-5776. 
Pews for sale. 'Ve hnve 22 solid onk pews with 
custom made, wine colored cushions. 20 are 12 feet 
long, 2 nrc 10 feet. Call 406-643-2243 or write. The 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 36, Fort Cobb, Okla. 
73038. 
BR EWER, 1\IAI NE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
E VANSVI LL E , IND .. 2205 E . Jllor~nn Ave .. 
U.S. 4~0 Em1 t O p p o,.lte I<-JIIn rt. Offl c " 477-
5:!71. nobby W n de, Jilin. 470-40~. 

WE REBIND CH ERISH E D BIBLES-w ri te for free 
lenthcr samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, 'l'cxas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CALIFOR NI A - Vnlle y Cburcb of 
CbriHt. Come vislt us. Phon e 714-679-1010. 
Want To Duy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson 
Box 280-Kempncr, Texas 76539-612-932-3333. 
\" UlllA, A IUZ., OGl ,V, :!8th S t. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. FanliUltic 
g rowth potential. rnJ>idly g rowing community. Major 
denominntionnl influence in a rea is ?,lormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P .0. 13ox 1028, Springerville , Arizona 85938 or cnll 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or n ex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
H OW FAM ILIES CAN COI'E W ITH CANCER 
For your free COllY to rend nnd shnre, send n long, 
self-addressed s ta mped envelope to: Caring, Box 
1315, Abilene, Te.~ns 79604. 
\Vide variety of classes, lectures, sermons. Indies 
and youth programs, etc. available on Ih Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
l inn Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 

H OUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you nrc considering full-time work Cor the 
Lord I Medina Home is acce11ting applications and 
intcr\'icws for houscpnrents. christians who nre 
interested in U1c rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian wuy. lt{cn should possess skills in mainte
nnnco or interests in nJtricult.urnl arena. Cnmous 
beautifications nnd related works. If there are those 
in your congrcgntian who desire this work. Please 
11sk them to contact Dempsey Simpson nt 512-589-
7725 (day) or 612-589-2236 (nighta and weekends}, 
or write to Route 16. Box 76, Medina, T exas, 78055. 
"Moving to San Antonio area? Consider Boerne, 15 
miles NW oC city limits , convenient t.o UTSA, Medi
cal Center, U SAA. Malls. nnd busi ness. Beautiful 
Hill Country, good schools. nnd n friendly, active 
congregation. Cont.~ct Church of Christ, 319 E. San 
Antonio Street. Boerne, '£X." 

Morris Church o f Christ, an Illinois Congregation 
despcrat.cly needs finnncial tmpport to continue er. 
feclivc work in this miss ionnry field. This congrc
~rntion of 45 members with their own church build
ing is the only congregation with n 25 miles in an 
aren of over 20.000 souls, who arc dependin~r upon 
us for the true gos pel. We arc located 65 miles 
southwest of Chicago. All support $600. per month 
will be used for this missionary effort. Contact 
Morris Church of Christ. Box 487, Morris. Illinois 
60•160 or phone 815-736-6186. 

JEEPS. CARS. TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell Cor 
under $200.00. Call (602) 94 1-801•1 Ext. #566 !o r 
your directory on how to purchase. 

R ebuilt Multil ith Offset Printing Press. U sed only 
a few hours. $2500. H eber Springs, AR Ph. (501) 
362- 6777. 

Wanted- 11reacher for small, rurnl congregation lo
cntcd seven m iles southwest of San Benito, Texas . 
H ouse furni•hcd. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ. C/0 D. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57. Snn 
Benito, Te-xas. Telephone (612) •123-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Chris tian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5403 
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salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
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ACU LECTURESHIP T O FOCUS . ... . 

"Our Uncommon Commitment" will be 
the theme for seven main lectures and a 
host of special classes scheduled during the 
63rd annual ACU Bible Lectureship Feb. 
22-25, 1981. 

Dr. Carl Brecheen, Lectureship director 
and professor of Bible, said he believes the 
Lectureship program will be outstanding 
during the university's 75th year. "I'm 
excited about our theme and what it means 
in terms of our overall purpose here--not 
only for the university but for every Chris
t ian," he said. "I think it will be a very 
fine program." 

Major speakers for the four-day pro
gram will be Reuel Lemmons, editor of 
Firm Foundation; Tony Ash, professor at 
the Biblical Studies Center at the Univer
sity of Texas ; Dr. B. J. Humble, head of 
the ACU Bible department; Tom Foster, 
minister of the Fifth Ward Church in 
Houston; Dr. John C. S tevens, ACU presi
dent ; Dr. J eny J ones, head of the Harding 
Universit y Bible depart ment; and Dr. 
Batsell Barrett Baxter, head of the Bible 
department at David Lipscomb College. 

Lemmons will open lectureship a 7:30 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 22, with "A Church 
for All Times." He has been a preachet· 
for approximately 50 years and is an elder 
at the Westover Hills Church of Austin, 
Texas. 
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by James R. Wilburn 
Introduction by Howard A. White 
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M. Norvel Young, Chancellor 
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American Historical Review 
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F·acing the New Year 

By the time most of our readers receive this copy of 
the Firm F oundation, t he new year will have dawned. 
While we ar e aH contemplating the changing times and 
the shadow. they: cast over the coming year, let us make 
some new resolutions that will pr oject the work of the 
church in the world in the right direction. 

E very year is a frightening year , and 1980 was. no 
different. Most of the r epor ts and observations of those 
who are supposed to know were somewhat pessimistic 
- shrinking churches, more f r acturing, internal ten
sions in so many congregations. There were bright 
spots too, and may they increase. 

It seemed to us that the pressures became greater 
to abandon what the Bible teaches in favor of what 
the people want. It seemed that the shattering of the 
Restoration fellowship continued unabated, as cliques 
and clans squared off to push their views, r egardless 
of the cost. Small, isolated fellowships began to develop 
among those who saw things a cer tain way, and com
munication on a broad scale was consider ably reduced. 
Soon we may be to the point where we can no longer 
hear what each other is saying. 

We would like to start the year with an appeal for 
tolerance and brotherly love, and for sympathy and 
understanding among Christians. We have had enough 
backbiting, criticism and line drawing to last for a 
long t ime. No movement can attract the attention of 
the world, much less win its confidence, that cannot 
stay glued together. Issues have always arisen-some 
of them very sharp ones-and perhaps they always 
wm, but they do not have to split us asunder. 

The marriage and divorce issue is a case in point. 
We have always had differences of opinion here, just 
as we have on the war question. But unless contentious 
brethren pull in their horns and quit agitating the issue 
the few congregations that have already divided over 
it will grow into a multitude. When anyone begins cam
paigning for his opinion he is going to become the 
father of a faction. There isn't any honor in that. In 
this, as well as any other issue, each side will blame the 
other for spitting the log. The guilt will be mutual. 

We never dreamed that a ruckus would be raised 
among our people over total commitment to the Lord. 
Yet, the extent of commitment-how total it should be 
- became an issue in 1980. The tragedy is not that a 
few over-zealous young people overstepped the bounds 
of propriety. The real tragedy is that we suddenly turn 
the attention of the whole church to a mediocre stan
dard. P eople, by nature, tend to be less committed than 
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they ought. They will grasp at any suggestion that 
:maybe God does not require all we have to offer. Sud
denly all of us begin to preach about "living normally," 
rather than living distinctly different from the r est of 
the world. The world lives normally. The church 
doesn't. Then suddenly, there is the reaction: Zealots 
defend their position, and we pull apart. 

We should spend the next year working on schisms 
and how to heal them. It will take a lot of giving on all 
sides, but the gaps can be reduced. When we spend our 
time in the unhealthy climate of suspicion, pride and 
stubbornness, churches always die. And they should, 
because this kind of church could not by any stretch of 
the imagination be called Christ's church. 

E lder-preacher relations could stand a lot of atten
tion during the next year . E lders who feel threatened 
and intimidated are usually a part of the problem, 
rather than a part of the solution. And when they use 
their positions to cut off and silence any opposition 
they have demonstrated their unworthiness. And 
preachers who feel that they cannot be counseled and 
directed by elders have let pride get in the way. We all 
understand that the New Testament churches were not 
headed in the local congregational sense by preachers. 
Christians were to ordain elders in every church. Over
sight of t he floc)< certainly includes oversight of what 
comes out of the pulpit. Both preachers and elders are 
mere men. They are fallible and frail and often weak. 
They should learn to bear with each other. Sometimes 
elders are hard to get along with. And sometimes 
preacher s are hard to get along with. When authority 
is challenged we have a desire to protect our territory, 
rather than to heal our wounds. In our modern local 
church arrangements (which are not as close to the 
New Testament pattern as they could be) elder s and 
preacher s must learn to wor k together. 1981 would be 
a good time to begin trying. 

One thing that promises great things was or iginated 
in 1980 : the special collection for world wide preaching 
of the gospel. Special one-clay contribut ions were taken 
in literally hundreds of congregations, and most of 
them ran from $10,000 upward. We wish there was a 
way of knowing just how much was contr ibuted for the 
preaching of the gospel. We can expand this good work 
in 1981 greatly, and should begin now to plan f or a 
special contribution next fall. 
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Kizzie, Stay Put! 
In Alexander Haley's famous book 

Roots, Kunta Kinte expressed his life-long 
insecurity in his fate of being kidnapped 
and made into a slave in a land far from 
his home, his insecurity in being left alone 
after the death of his friend and fellow
slave the fiddler, by naming his daughter 
Kizzie. He explained that the name meant 
in his language "Stay Put." He hoped she 
would not be taken from him as was 
often done with slave children. 

Today the church, particularly in cities, 
has a large migrant membership. These 
people worship a while in one congrega
tion and then they become dissatisfied and 
move to another. In a little while they are 
dissatisfied again and move on. There are 
cases where they have over a period of 
time tried every congregation in town. It 
often takes a few months before they 
know a group well enough to cast their 
lot with them; they feel no obligation 
anywhere. The contribution of the mi
grant to any work is smaller than it 
could be if he would stay put and help 
to work out the problems. 

People become dissatisfied, they say, 
because people are not friendly; because 
the people are too well off or because 
they are too poor. They are unhappy be
cause they can not get a program going 
they would like to see; because some pro
gram is started they would prefer not to 
have started; because they have been 
neglected when they wanted attention; 
because they are asked for money when 
they do not want to be; because they do 
not see the need of a building program 
when one is decided on; and because they 
cannot persuade the rest of the congre
gation that a building is needed when 
they think it is. They are unhappy be
cause the preacher does not fulfill their 
specifications. He is preaching too hard 
or not hard enough. His personality does 
not suit them; his tongue is not glib 
enough; or he is out of town too much. 
They see a defect in the life of an elder. 
The congregation is too active for them 
or not active enough. It does not use the 
version of Scripture they prefer; the song 
books are not to their liking. People fall 
out with each other and convince them
selves that they can get along better with 
the God they have not seen than they can 
with the brother they have seen. 

Over the many years I have been in 
the Lord's church, which years have in
volved membership in a number of places, 
I have become convinced that one does 
not escape congregational problems by 
running from congregation to congrega
tion. I have seen people move to neighbor
ing congregations. Then in time I have 
observed their flight from these congre
gations. I have visited places where my 
former fellow-worshippers moved and 
have found them in such numbers that 
I wondered whether I was visiting or was 
still at home. 

People on short-term jobs and students 

JACK P. LEWIS 

in school often move into town and visit 
from congregation to congregation. Since 
they are not permanent, they feel no par
ticular obligation to any particular fel
lowship, and they make little or no con
tribution to any work that is being done. 
With the mobility of modern society a 
person can spend his entire productive 
years without being responsible to any 
particular elders and without any fixed 
responsibility in any work. In contrast 
with these migrants are the students who 
promptly choose a congregation with 
which to work, accept responsibility in its 
programs, and leave the place a better 
place than it was when they carne. Can 
there be any question which is the better 
pattern of life? 

I am convinced that given a set number 
of years a person will encounter about the 
same number of problems in one situation 
that he will in another. They may not be 
the same problems, but the number will 
be about the same. I have seen decisions 
made about which I felt strongly nega
itve; I have seen suggestions rejected that 
I felt strongly ought to be adopted
strongly enough in either of the two cases 
that I had difficulty for weeks, or months, 
getting it out of my mind. In every situa
tion there are some things one will agree 
with and some he will wish were other
wise. All in all, however, his time and 
effort will count for more if he stays put, 
builds the best proverbial "mouse trap" 
he can, and trusts the Lord to overrule in 
those problems about which he cannot do 
anything. 

If one discovered that error was being 
taught which he could not change where 
he worshipped, or if a practice became 
unscriptural, his conscience would make 
him move. Many people did move when the 
instrument and the societies carne into the 
congregations about two generations back. 
I have never had to face that sort of prob
lem, nor do I think that this sort of 
problem is the type that causes most of 
the migration today. To a large extent, 
though those involved may be exalting the 
problems in their minds to matters of 
faith, the areas of taste and judgment are 
the problems. 

The sons of Eli proved to be wicked 
priests, and their behaviour was scanda
lous indeed; but Elkanah and Hannah did 
not find a reason to absent themselves 
from the worship at Shiloh (1 Sam. 1-2). 
The sins of Corinth are made quite clear 
in Paul's letter to that church, but one 
may notice that Paul did not recommend 
that all who loved the Lord should move 
their membership over to Cenchrea which 
was only a few miles away. He did not 
suggest that their worship would be more 
meaningful if they pulled out and had a 
"house church." The house churches of 
the New Testament are not dissident 
groups who for this or that reason pulled 
off to themselves. 

Though the Lord provided for his peo-

pie to relate to each other in congrega
tions, it is interesting to notice that he 
nowhere suggested that in the Judgment 
they would be judged by congregations. It 
is not hinted that one of the questions 
asked in that day will be, "Did you go to 
'Dress Well' congregation or to 'Eat Well' 
congregation?" It is suggested that each 
of us shall give account for himself and 
his activities. 

It is interesting. to think of how many 
of the duties of the Christian life can be 
discharged without regard to the at
mosphere in the congregation where one 
is. One does not have to ask what other 
people are doing in order to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present 
world. He does not have to wait to learn 
his Bible until the congregation gets into 
the mood. He does not have to wait to 
bring up his children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord until others do. 
He can teach God's word whether others 
are doing it or not. He can teach what 
he understands the Word to say though 
some about him may see some things a 
little differently. He does not have to wait 
for a public drive in order to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction 
He does not have to know what other peo
ple are giving in order to know what he 
ought to do with his money. 

Men come and men go. One sees the out
standing personality shoot across his view 
like a shooting star and rise to leader
ship; but then after the observer turns 
around a couple of times he discovers that 
that person has done things one would 
never have believed. One can see the most 
lavish home in the community explode into 
hatred. He can see leading deacons fall 
into adultery; see prominent elders aban
don their wives; see preachers shift over 
to .denominational groups; and see mem
bers who drop out altogether. He can ob
serve the children of prominent leaders 
go astray. Paul had had comparable ex
periences. Out of all the men he had 
worked with, he could say: "Alexander 
the coppersmith has done me much evil"; 
"Demas has forsaken me, having loved 
the present world"; but about Timothy, 
he said, "I have no one like him, who is 
genuinely anxious for your welfare. They 
all look after their own interests, not 
those of Jesus Chrjst" (Phil. 2:20-21). 

Give it time and ideal conditions will 
become less than ideal; there is always a 
new king arising who does not know 
Joseph. With labor and patience the less 
than ideal situation may be improved. 
Those who are well do not need a doctor. 
My obligation is not to find a place where 
there are no problems, but to labor dili
gently where I am while it is day before 
the night comes when no man can work. 
Where the night is the darker, the small 
light shines the brighter. 

Kizzie, Stay Put! 

Harding Graduate School, Memphis, Tenn. 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-

"I Thank God for You" 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

"Pray for Me" was one of the dynamics of the apostle Paul's 
vigorous life. He needed the fervent prayers of his brothers and 
sisters in the Lord. Even so you and I support, encourage and 
strengthen each other with our prayers. Now see the other part 
of that dynamic-"! Pray for You." "Praying always for you" 
(Col. 1-3), "Making mention of you in our prayers" (1 Thessa
lonians 1:2), constituted an assurance from the apostle in letter 
after letter to his brethren in the Lord as he encouraged and 
instructed them. We'd say it in these words, "Please pray for 
me, as I pray for you." 

Couple to that dual thought yet a third which was used just 
as often by Paul in his heart-felt "care for all the churches"
"! Thank God for You." What a source of power that was for 
him personally, and what motivating power it was for those 
who received his encouraging words. Ah, let us make this a 
normal part of our speaking and writing vocabulary! 

"I Thank God Concerning You" 

Strength for Paul-The oft-expressed thought, "I thank God 
for you," was inspired by the Holy Spirit to bring joy and a 
sense of worthiness to the Christians, even as they were to be 
challenged to faithful service-and quite often called to re
pentance. But let us for a few moments consider what the reality 
of "I thank God for you" meant to the apostle himself. To the 
Thessalonian church he wrote: "We give thanks to God always 
for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; remembering 
without ceasing_ your work of faith and labor of love and patience 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 1:2, 3). What joyful 
memories were his of their acceptance of the gospel message 
against great opposition and ridicule (Acts 17:9; 1 Thess. 1:4-
10). What a source of strength this was for him in the present 
and what a cha1lenge for the future! 

So, too, it was for him when he wrote these words to the 
church of God in the wicked city of Corinth: "I thank my God 
always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given 
you in Christ Jesus; that in everything ye were enriched in him, 
in a11 utterance and all knowledge; even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you; so that ye come behind in no gift" 
(1 Cor. 1 :4-7). Against what odds the church had been estab
lished in that seaport city (Acts 18:1-17; 1 Cor. 3:1-15). The 
Lord be praised! So Paul thanks him for the brethren, one by 
one, who were struggling to walk in the Way. Remember, smile, 
weep. How wonderful that a former enemy of the Messiah could 
be the planter, the layer of the foundation, and the continuing 
builder. 

His mind and love could reach out, also, to the saints in Rome 
(Rom. 1:8; 6:17, 18), AND Philippi (Phil. 1:3-5; 4:10-18), 
AND Colossae (Col. 1:3-6). The same was true when he wrote 
to individual Christians like Timothy (2 Timothy 1 :3-5) and 
Philemon (Philemon 4-7). Memories. Thank God. Pray for the 
saints. 

Strength for the Christians. How those early disciples of 
Christ did need encouragement and strength to faithfulness in 
their calling, and how they di~ need instruction and exhortation 
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as to what the will of the Lord for them really was. There was 
peer pressure opposition, there was persecution, there was false 
teaching. Even under demanding instruction they might become 
so discouraged as to turn from the way of truth (see 2 Cor. 
7:5-9 where the apostle expressed such concern). 

So when the brethren at Rome received their tremendously 
important letter from the apostle Paul, they were encouraged 
and uplifted to read: "First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for you all, that your faith is proclaimed throughout 
the whole world. For God is my witness, whom I serve in my 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, how unceasingly I make mention 
of you, always in my prayers making request, if by any means 
now at length I may be prospered by the will of God to come 
unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you 
some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; that is, 
that I with you may be comforted in you, each of us by the 
other's faith, both yours and mine" (Rom. 1:8-12). Mutual faith, 
mutual love-mutual edification! 

Gratitude Expressed 

Vocabulary of G'ratitude. Let's learn the language-"! pray 
for you; I thank God for you." No, this is not a psychological 
gimmick to be used in letters or conversation in order to use 
people. It is gratitude expressed. You do pray for the people 
to whom you are giving that assurance. You do thank God for 
them. Now you are simply letting them know that you do. Both 
the Praying-Thanking and the sharing of that fact with the 
recipients will bless your life-and will strengthen those who 
receive your assurances. And the fact that you do this often, 
touching the lives of many people, will not mean that you are 
less sincere. Didn't the apostle Paul use about the same thoughts 
to church after church, Christian after Christian? Each one was 
"tailor made" for the individual situation, entirely sincere and 
personal. That's how it will be with you. 

Love, Acceptance, Worthiness. Surely you, as I, have met 
people who have a feeling of inadequacy, unworthiness, and 
rejection. Psychologists may have alerted us to some of the 
reasons, dating back to childhood: Parental rejection, parental 
placing of unrealistic demands on a child, parental over-protec
tion, regular failures in life (parents not arranging for a pat
tern of successes), envious status comparisons, etc., etc. Just as 
we understand that we can help build confidence and a sense of 
worthiness in a child-through love shared, interest given, suc
cesses enjoyed, achievement realized, envy forgotten-so, too, 
we can help build this spirit in the congregational family. We 
need each other; we need to help each other. We are thoughtful 
and patient about helping build a sense of acceptance, of be
longing, of achieving. The constantancy of rebuking and chid
ing, of "lambasting" brethren for non-performance and for not 
caring about their non-performance, can be so unlike the ap
proach of the apostle Paul in his Spirit-directed efforts to build 
faithfulness, strength and joy. 

I want more of this in my life. You do, too. 
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The Church, the Government and 

Social Responsibility 
DUANE McCAMPBELL:! 

It is common to hear Christians complain about the growing 
intervention of government into areas of life which were, in the 
past, areas of individual responsibility. Christians feel (prob
ably correctly) that increasing governmental interference poses 
genuine problems for those trying to preserve our freedoms. 

Nevertheless, a study of how government has penetrated so 
deeply into our lives would likely bring eye-opening results; 
results which would underscore serious neglect of duty on the 
part of Christians. 

Consider for our purposes one area of responsibility where 
the growth of governmental intervention has accelerated-care 
for the elderly. This is probably one area of work in which few 
Christians will complain for the more the government does, the 
less they will have to do. 

This is not to say that governmental aid to the elderly is bad
in fact, experience indicates that without it, many elderly peo
ple could not survive. My point is that government moves in 
when individuals and churches fail. 

I will leave out of consideration, pensions and welfare con-. 
tributions to the elderly for they have been in operation so long 
that it is difficult to know what the church would do for the 
elderly in their absence. We do know how the needy were cared 
for in the Jerusalem church (Acts 6) but the church has seldom 
been known to take total responsibility for their needy since 
that time. 

In more recent times, the church has followed government in 
providing homes for the elderly. However, the effort has come 
so late and is so meager that most have to wait for long periods 
of time to be admitted. 

What the church would do for its elderly without govern
mental assistance is hard to imagine. 

Consider other possibilities short of such homes. Most elderly 
people want to stay in their own homes as long as possible but 
find that many simple chores become heavy burdens. Such tasks 
as mowing lawns, paying bills, and making simple house repairs 
become increasingly difficult. All of these necessary duties are 
tasks that the younger people of the church could do if the work 
were planned. Other helpful assistance would be nursing care at 
home, legal and business advice, and providing cooked meals. 

I was thinking recently that the church could help the elderly 
best by helping them with these difficult jobs when they either 
have no children or live at a distance from relatives who could 
help. Investigation revealed that a great deal of this kind of 
home assistance is now available to the elderly-assistance de
signed to help them continue living at home. This assistance, 

however, comes in large part from the government. Only limited 
and generally unplanned assistance comes from the church. 

The disturbing fact is not that government does these things, 
but that the church is doing so little when governmental agencies 
arrive. Equally disturbing is the fact that when the church 
does do such work for the elderly, it is following rather than 
leading. 

The record of the church is probably better with certain other 
duties. In regard to the elderly, its record is primarily one of 
inconsistency. 

There are at least two reasons for the poor record of the 
church concerning the elderly. Of these two reasons, the one 
with least to justify it is the belief that the church has more im
portant things to do. It is true that the apostles could not leave 
the preaching of the word to care for the needy; nevertheless, 
some of the most highly qualified men ever found were put in 
charge of the work (Acts 6). At least two of these men, Stephen 
and Philip were also very valuable to the church in evangelism, 
but not too busy to serve tables. 

It may well be that the church of today has become so statistic 
conscious that it can have little interest in anything without 
numerical value. For example, if churches kept records and re
ported to the brotherhood the number of lawns mowed for the 
elderly or the number of hours of sitting with them, some 
churches would likely show more interest. 

This is not to say that the church is wrong In wanting to do 
works which show visible results; rather, it is to call attention 
to Matthew 25 where Jesus says that to provide a cup of water 
for the needy is, in his eyes, a work with visible results. 

Probably a more justifiable reason for this failure is con
fusion over where the responsibility lies. The more the govern
ment does for the elderly, the less the church feels responsible. 

As the state does more and more, the more it must take from 
its citizens, thus leaving them less able to care for the elderly. 
Thus, a vicious cycle is at work; a cycle which we have willingly 
accepted in regard to care for the elderly. If this is the way 
Christians want to fulfill their responsibility, it may be fully 
practical, however, we should not be surprised if government 
which has found little resistance in taking over the care of the 
elderly should also offer to take care of our other responsibili
ties in the same way. Neither should we be surprised if the claim 
is soon heard that, since the government pays the bills for the 
elderly, it should be permitted to make decisions for them on 
matters such as when to turn off life saving equipment. 

We have been fortunate up to now in the way government has 
handled its responsibility to the elderly. There may come a time 
when we will realize that is was actually our responsibility. 
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The New Testament Image of 

The Kingdom of God's Dear Son· 
JAMES L. NEAL 

The proper image of the kingdom of 
God's dear Son pictured in all human 
hearts would revolutionize all religions 
and world affairs! "But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be be added unto 
you" (Matt. 6:33). By loving, humble 
obedience to the glorious gospel of Christ, 
God translates us out of the power of 
darkness into the kingdom of his dear Son 
(Col. 1:13; 2 :12). 

When we put the kingdom of Christ 
FIRST in our hearts we make matters 
right with God; and at the same time have 
the assurance of food, shelter and clothing 
in this world and of a happy home eternal 
in the world to come (Rev. 22:14)! Christ 
is the very image of the invisible God. 

Let us now take a square look at the 
New Testament image of the kingdom as 
of the first century; as of the 20th cen
tury; and as it ought to be in every cen
tury. 

The First Century Image of the Kingdom 
Jesus built his church or kingdom upon 

the bed-rock truth that he is the living 
Son of the living God. The twelve apostles 
confessed to their Lord; "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." The 
gates of hell could not prevail against 
Christ's kingdom. Jesus gave the keys of 
authority to bind conditions of entrance 
into his kingdom, and of living the Chris
tian life; and of the divine pattern of or
ganization of the New Testament church, 
which is the kingdom (Matt. 16:18, 19)! 

On Pentecost of Acts two Christ from 
Heaven qualified the apostles to teach, 
write and confirm his New Testament law 
of salvation, after divine pattern; sealed 
with his own blood. They were then 
authorized and qualified to spread the 
glorious gospel of Christ into all the 
world. 

On the Pentecost day of Acts two, in 
Jerusalem, about A.D. 33, the Lord's 
church was established. That was an an
nual, national feast of the Jews; and 
excitement ran high. By virtue of simple 
obedience to the gospel of Christ preached 
by· the apostles, 3,000 were added to the 
kingdom of the Son of God's love on that 
day! It is at this point in Bible and world 
history that we begin to see the New 
Testament image of the kingdom of our 
Lord at work in the world. This is where 
the reign of Christ began on earth. Ani
mal sacrifices came to a legal end. 

The profound book of Acts pictures the 
kingdom of Christ from her beginning as 
a moving, militant, irrestible force in the 
world! Citizens of the kingdom were fully 
committed to the work. They first gave 
themselves! They that were scattered 
abroad went everywhere teaching the 
word! Moving enthusiasm hovers over 
every case of conversion as recorded in 
the great book of Acts! Acts ought to be 
memorized/ 

Members of the body of Christ in the 
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first century did not have access to the 
written New Testament for daily study as 
we have it today. The Holy Spirit mi
raculously endowed the apostles to in
struct and guide the kingdom of Christ 
till the completion of the New Testament 
for daily study. Being thus guided by the 
Holy Spirit through these inspired men, 
the kingdom of Christ was planted in 
congregational units over the known 
world, where the simple gospel of Christ 
was taught and humble hearts obeyed it 
to be saved. 

Soon after congregations of Christ's 
kingdom were established at different 
points, elders were appointed, with fasting 
and prayer. These elders, also known as 
pastors and bishops, had the oversight of 
their respective congregations, with Christ 
as the chief Shepherd (Acts 20:28, 1 Pet. 
5:1-4). The members, bishops and deacons 
made up the organization of the congre
gation, with the administrative rule 
vested in the eldership. These men pos
sessed the divine qualifications given in 1 
Timothy 3 and Titus 1:5-11. Bishops of 
the early church watched for and gave 
account of the souls under their charge, 
as the members submitted to their over
sight. 

The kingdom of Christ in the first cen
tury, organized after divine pattern, 
moved among the people with such dy
namic force, labors of love and righteous 
enthusiasm that the whole world was 
evangelized within a third of the century 
(Col. 1 :23)! Members of the one body, the 
church, were simply as one of another; 
closer in divine relationship than in family 
kin (Rom. 12:4, 5) ! Kingdoms, empires 
and moral shame crumbled before the on
ward march of God's people in those days! 
Twentieth Century Image of the Kingdom 
If the simple, independent organization 

of the kingdom of Christ after New Test~ 
ament pattern had always been kept fully 
intact, there never would have been the 
black apostasy of the church and the 
"Dark Ages" in world history. Think of 
the millions already gone down the road 
to destruction because of the awful rift! 
A continuous _line of qualified bishops · 
would have kept the "strait and narrow 
way" of the kingdom of Heaven always 
in view. But, alas: the "doctrines and 
commandments of men" took over when 
local elders stepped out of their stalls! 
They lost sight of Jesus on Calvary and 
followed off after pride and worldly am
bition. 

Twentieth century religion has a dis
torted view of the New Testament image 
of Christ's kingdom. Current thinking is 
very warped on the simple organism of the 
Lord's church. Religions of rank try to 
make the divine pattern conform to their 
traditions: whereas, everything must be 
conformed to the divine pattern. 

The public mind in religion seems to be 
totally blinded to the New Testament 

order of things; especially a.s to church 
organization. Acts 20 :28 elderships find 
no place at all in religions outside 
"churches of Christ." Thus, the highest of
fice in the kingdom of Christ is ignored 
in churches founded by men. The "one
man pastor" system is the order in sec
tarian churches. This system is so im
bedded in the public mind that preachers 
in the church of the Lord are often recog
nized as "the pastor." 

The Image of Christ's Kingdom as 
It Ought to Be 

The kingdom of Christ and the church 
of Christ are exactly the same. Christ is 
head of the church and he is King of the 
kingdom. The kingdom of Christ in the 
first century was guided by miraculously 
inspired men, while the New Testament 
was being written, confirmed and com
piled. Divine guidance had to govern in 
this way until the perfect law of the 
Spirit was completed and confirmed. The 
blood-sealed New Testament was thus 
given for full instruction till time ends 
( 1 Cor. 13; 15 :24-28) ! 

Early century bishops stand condemned 
for the awful apostasy of the kingdom 
of God's dear Son! They left their FIRST 
LOVE; then left the simple New Testa
ment pattern of organization of congre
gations: and then the gradual drift to the 
"one man rule," headquartered in Rome. 
This is in reverse to the divine order! 

The kingdom of Christ is 
mentioned 147 times in the 
New Testament and seven 
times, by prophecy in the Old 
Testament! The church is 
mentioned 1 04 times in the 
New Testament; but not in 
the Old. All 258 references 
show the kingdom and the 
church to be the same! 

The eldership blunders of the early 
centuries caused the kingdom of Christ 
to go into hiding from the "Dark Ages" 
for 1260 years! The simple organization 
by local autonomy, labors of love and 
righteous enthusiasm that evangelized the 
world in 33 years was thrown aside by 
deadly, organic entanglement in religion, 
even mingling with force of state. The 
church must go back to first century pat
terns in these matters. Individual Soul
Winning must become the orde..r of the 
day! The sleeping giant must be awak
ened (Eph. 5 :14-17)! Regular preachers 

. who can qualify should submit to ordi
nation to the eldership, and share equally 
with other shepherds of the congregation 
in administrative rule. The full-time elder 
is worthy of his hire (1 Tim. 5:17, 18.). 

_Clergy interference in the eldership may 
be as bad a blunder as that of the elders 
in the first place. 

The Holy Spirit has revealed to us the 
complete New restament. The divine pat
tern for congregational organization of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Reality of Morality (1) 
JAMES D. BALES 

What is man, is a fundamental question and our answer to 
it shapes our view of ourselves, of others, of life, of duty, and 
of destiny. Our view of man is shaped by our world view, and 
basic in our world view is our concept of God and whether we 
deny the existence of God. What is man? Some men have said 
he is but a particular arrangement of matter in motion, that 
he is just an animal, that he is an orphan of time slated for 
extinction. There are others who maintain that he is more than 
matter, and that there are qualities of man, which all can see, 
which destroy the hypothesis that man is but matter in motion. 

The reality of morality is a fact on which the ship called 
atheism is shattered as it tries to sail what to the atheist is life's 
uncharted sea in a vessel without a harbor and doomed to disin
tegrate and to disappear. 

Man, A Being With A Conscience 

Although conscience may become seared, it is still a fact that 
wherever you find man you find conscience. What is conscience? 
It has been defined as man's urge to do right. It is man's sense 
of duty, the ought aspect of man's nature, man's realization 
that right ought to be done. In speaking of conscience, which is 
derived from the same word as consciousness in Hebrews 10:2, 
Guy N. Woods said: "In this passage, its meaning is obvious; it 
conveys the notion of awareness, the realization of one's obliga
tion to avoid that which the judgment condemns and to follow 
that which the judgment approves. Basically, the conscience 
monitors one's thoughts, motives, actions and general manner 
of life; it has nothing whatsoever to .do with determining what 
is right and what is wrong-this is the faculty of the judgment. 
The conscience simply commends us when we do what our judg
ment tells us is right; and it chides and condemns us when we 
do what our judgments tells us is wrong." (Questicms and 
Answers, p. 214) "The conscience then is an awareness that 
we ought to conform to our judgment of what is right and it 
manifests itself in sanctioning that which we believe to be 
right, and opposing in us that which we believe to be wrong. 
Right, however, is determined, not by what we believe, but by 
what the Book teaches." However, man even without divine reve
lation is not man without conscience nor without some capacity 
to discern at least some good and some evil. 

A Moral Being Under Moral Law 

Paul in Romans 1 set forth, what history underscores, that 
man can become degraded. However, this is not a proof of the 
non-reality of morality, for if there were no moral law men 
could not achieve moral excellency or fall into moral degrada
tion. If there were no moral law, following one set of principles 
could develop a certain type of personality today, and another 
tomorrow, or one type of personality in one person and an en
tirely different type of personality in another. If there is no 
moral law, the way of lust could just as easily lead to purity 
of heart as the way of purity of thought. Of course, if there is 
no moral realm, nothing would be pure or impure. 

However, wherever you find man you find the following. First, 

man is aware that there is a realm of good and a realm of evil. 
He does not necessarily perceive the good or discern the evil 
but all men agree that these categories deal with realities. Men 
may not always agree where the line between good and evil 
should be drawn but all men agree there is a line to be drawn 
somewhere. Seccmd, all men agree that man is obligated. He is 
a being who is under some sort of duty, and at times he may be 
tormented by the conflict which comes between duty and desire. 
Third, man recognizes to some degree at least that man's obli
gation is to the good and not to the evil. Although some may think 
it is necessary for them at times to do evil that good may come, 
they justify what they do on the basis of the good which will 
be achieved. Fourth, man recognizes that responsibility exists 
at least to some degree, and even the effort to escape responsi
bility is a recognition of the existence of a moral realm. The 
process which we call rationalization (wherein men endeavor 
to justify what they have done, are doing, or plan to do, even 
though it is not justifiable) testifies to man's recognition of the 
reality of good and man's responsibility to live by the good. If 
there is no good or evil, there is nothing just or unjust and 
therefore no reason why man should ever seek self-justification 
by having reasons for his conduct which are not his real reasons 
but which seem to justify him. Fifth, man is a being of con
science and his conscience approves him when he does that 
which he is convinced is right and disapproves him and con
demns him when he does that which he believes is wrong. The 
fact that he may at times be wrong as to what is the right, or 
what is the evil, does not do away with the f.l.ct of conscience 
and its testimony to the reality of morality. Consden,::e is real 
whether it excuses or accuses him. 

Communists Admit The Reality of Moral Law 

Although the Communists are atheists, sooner or later they 
admit the reality of 'moral law. When they argue, although 
falsely, that free enterprise is in its nature a system of ex
ploitation and therefore of injustice, they are appealing to a 
standard of justice. If there is no moral realm, nothing can be 
said to be just or unjust. Communism teaches that anything is 
right if it advances the interest of the Communist Party. They 
declare that its interests are identical with the true interests 
of the people. Although they claim all morality is but the ra
tionalization of class interests, they assume the existence of 
moral law in their Party anthem which says: 

"To make the thief disgorge his booty, 
To free the ·spirit from its cell, 
We must ourselves decide our duty, 
We must decide and .do it well." (Fundamentals of Marxism
Leninism, p. 227. Published in Moscow.) 

If there is no moral law, theft is not wrong. If matter in 
motion is the only reality duty does not exist. 

(More next week) 

Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 
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Health and Wealth Theology 
It has finally happened: A church paid 

its folk $1.00 each to attend services re
cently. A Lutheran church in Rochester, 
New York gave each member and visitor 
a Susan B. Anthony dollar "for their 
trouble when they arrive for services." 
One of the church's officers commented, 
"Maybe some of them will choose to give 
us the dollar back on the offering plate, 
but if they don't, that's all right." 

My first reaction to this news story 
was to shake my head in disbelief. But 
as I thought about this incident later, it 
occurred to me that our Lutheran friends 
in New York have only done more boldly 
what other religious leaders do more 
smugly-connect religion with financial 
rewards. 

How many times have you heard some
one stand up to give a testimony that went 
something like this? "I was in trouble in 
my marriage, going bankrupt in my busi
ness, and losing my health. Then I gave 
my life to the Lord, and all my problems 
vanished. My marriage is now stable, my 
health is perfect, and I am making· more 
money than I ever have in my life. Praise 
God!" 

This is the regular diet on some of the 
most popular religious television shows in 
the country. Consider, for example, Jim 
Bakker's PTL Club. Bakker consistently 
holds to a "health and wealth theology," 
believing that God will bless Christians 

Must We Divide? 
The elements of division are appearing 

again in our brotherhood. This time the 
issue is not premillennialism or orphans 
homes but di110rce and remarriage. 

I have strong convictions to the effect 
that only such persons as have put away 
fornicators have the right to marry again 
following divorce. Those who divorce for 
a trivial cause or who are responsible for 
breaking a marriage commitment. through 
sexual infidelity are, on my understanding 
of the Scripture, guilty of the sin of 
adultery if they remarry. I have else
where argued this case from the Bible and 
am convinced it is correct. 

The purpose of this article, however, is 
not to argue the issue of divorce and re
marriage further but to appeal for cooler 
heads among dispu..tants in the matter and 
to sound a wa'rning against dividing the 
church over this issue. 

Brethren with equally sincere motives 
and demonstrated concern for the king
dom of God hold views contrary to my 
own. We cannot both be right. And much 
serious, prayerful, and diligent study 
needs to be done in an effort to come to 
unity of belief among us. 

My intellective powers are not infallible, 
and I may be wrong about what the Bible 
teaches on divorce and remarriage. I must 
maintain a calm and reasonable spirit 
while studying through this difficult sub-

S 

JOE D. SCHUBERT 

materially whenever they are fully com
mitted to him. Not long ago Bakker af
firmed that in Africa and India, the Chris
tians' homes are better and more comfort
able than non-Christian. He jubilantly 
reported an incident of a man who prayed 
for a brown Winnebago, and got it. 

The "health and wealth theology" 
lathers good on television, but there is no 
Bible in it. Material blessing or the lack 
of it says nothing about one's spirituality 
or commitment to God. The Bible presents 
a realistic picture of the Christian life, 
including humiliating failures, pain and 
struggle. 

Those who paint the Christian life as 
one continuous success are doing a tre
mendous disservice to their listeners. 
When a person's experience is different, 
and illness, failure, and financial reverse 
are a fact, he will reject the whole "faith 
package," and decide that God, if he exists 
at all, has no concern for his people. 
Faith tied to a money-back guarantee of 
God's protection is exactly the bargain 
Satan wrongly accused God of sealing 
with Job. That isn't how God dealt then 
. . . or now. 

Religion is not a mere business enter
prise. The final reckoning is not until 
judgment and the "living happily ever 
after" mentality is not the Biblical pat
tern. On the contrary, Jesus warns his 
disciples, "In this world you will have 

RUBEL SHELLY 

j~ct. Of course, those with a contrary 
VIew are not claiming infallibility either· 
and the willingness to reconsider th~ 
merits/demerits of a view is a virtue 
which persons on both sides of the matter 
~ust .exhibit. Only the Word of God is 
?.nfalb..ble, and we are seeking to come to 
agreement about its teaching on a subject 
everyone admits to be challenging-both 
intellectually and practically. 

Let egos be restrained. Let voices be 
lowered. Let abusive ad hominem argu
ments cease. Let threats and talk of dis
fellowship be discontinued. 

Let us accept the fact that we are in a 
time of study, discussion, and inquiry. 

We have managed to live with one 
another for decades in disagreement on 
this topic-as well as the war question 
the in~welling of the Holy Spirit, etc: 
There IS no reason to divide the church 
over it now-unless we degenerate to the 
carnal state of the Corinthians and resort 
to choosing up sides by the names of our 
champions. God forbid that we should do 
so! 

We should never have divided over the 
issue~ me~tioned in the first paragraph 
of this article. May we show more maturi
ty and love for the body of Christ than 
to rip it asunder over this one. 

2206 Hillsboro Road, 
Nashville, TN 37212 

trouble." But he quickly adds, "But take 
heart! I have overcome the world." (John 
16:33). 

Christians worship and serve Jesus, not 
because when they do everything comes up 
roses, but because he is Lord. Our faith 
is that of Job's who affirmed, "Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust him" (Job 
13:15 KJV). A faith based on any other 
consideration will backfire. 
Rammel Road Church of Christ 
2700 FM 1960 West 
Houston, Texas 77068 

Where Is the Church Going? 
JIM BILL MciNTEER 

Where to, 0 ship of Zion? What course 
sails this eternal vessel? Where would God 
have her go? What responsibility rests 
upon elders, deacons, preachers to employ 
fully their talents that their leadership 
may touch the peoples of God in further 
usefulness. 

For as it happens to nations, and politi
cal parties within the nations, so the very 
human element of the Kingdom of God 
can thwart the growth and ongoing work 
of Jesus and his church . 

Following the recent Republican land
slide in the national election, Larry Han
sen, Administrative Assistant to retiring 
Senator Adlai Stevenson III, spoke of the 
Democratic party saying, "This is a party 
with no sense of what it's about, what it 
should be about, where it's going, where 
it should go. It tends to be dominated by 
men whose enthusiasm ran out a decade 
ago. There is no vision." 

This dire analysis must never be the 
church's description. Of the church's high
est leadership on earth, the elders, the 
Scriptures teach they are to feed the 
flock, take oversight of the congregation 
with "a ready mind" (I Peter 5 :2). This 
literally means "with a glow." These 
"examples" to be followed as they follow 
the Lord must have it "all together" and 
know where they lead. The deacons must 
"minister the office well" (I Timothy 
3: 13), being the showcase of the church 
and thus the living demonstration of what 
it means to be a worker for the Lord. "In 
season and out of season," the preachers 
must herald the Word-there is not a mo
ment to lose. And every single, solitary 
member of the church must "redeem the 
time"-the King's business is urgent. 

As a new year comes, D.V., let there be 
a soul searching of every citizen of the 
Kingdom. Like the Lord, are you early 
executing "my Father's business"? There 
is no time for wallowing. Delay is deadly. 
As a mighty force committed to redemp
tion's task, knowing who you are, where 
you are, why you are called, get busy 
pursuing life's highest calling. 

Onward!! Surrender?-Never! Retreat? 
How can one retreat going forward? 
Wait? Ah-the soul you squander may be 
your own. "Today is the day of salvation" 
-cease it, to the glory of God. He'll give 
strength and victory. 
1100 Belvedere Drive 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 
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DAVID FLETCHER 

Christians of the first century did not restrict themselves to 
one particular site for teaching, preaching, and worship. Conse
quently, we find these disciples "continuing with one mind in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house" (Acts 2:46; 
cf. 5 :42). Predominantly these believers met together in in
dividual homes to praise God. The house of Mary, mother of John 
Mark, was one such place (Acts 12:12), as were the houses of 
Aquila and Prisca at Rome (Romans 16:3-5) and at Ephesus 
(1 Corinthians 16:19), Nympha at Laodicea (Colossians 4:15), 
and Philemon at Colossae (Philemon 2). We are told that the 
brethren at Troas met in an "upper room" (Acts 20:7-8), and 
the Christians at Corinth came together as a congregation apart 
from their homes (1 Corinthians 11:18, 34). It is uncertain 
whether these meetings took place in a private or public loca
tion. The emphasis lies not on the location of the gathering 
but on the gathering itself. 

True worship, as Jesus said, is not determined by the place 
of worship but by the condition of the worshipper's heart (see 
John 4:21-24). This is because "the Most High does not dwell in 
houses made by human hands; as the prophet says: 

Heaven is my throne, 
And earth is the footstool of my feet; 
What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord; 
Or what place is there for my repose?" (Acts 7:48-49). 

Today, God dwells in the hearts and lives of his people. We, 
the church, are the temple of the living God (2 Corinthians 6:16). 
Therefore, the place of worship becomes irrelevant and only an 
expedient in nature. 

Stewardship 

An individual who manages or oversees the property or pos
sessions of another is called a "steward." The underlying Greek 
word, oikonomos, primarily denotes the manager of a household 
or an estate. By definition, therefore, a steward must be re
sponsible, reliable, and dependable. This is because what he is 
in charge of is not his own. The steward is requ,ired to be trust
worthy (1 Corinthians 4:2). The steward will give an account 
of his stewardship (Luke 16:2). Paul strongly felt the need to be 
responsible, since as an apostle he was entrusted with the mys
tery of the grace of God (see 1 Corinthians 4:1; Ephesians 3 :2). 
He wrote to the Corinthians, "For if I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion, for woe is me 
if I do not preach the gospel. For if I do this voluntarily, I have 
a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted 
to me." In a similar fashion, shepherds are God's stewards 
(Titus 1 :7) and need to be responsible and faithful men. In 
fact, all Christians are called upon to "serve one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God" ( 1 Peter 4:10). 

As stewards all that we have or possess must be used to build 
the kingdom of God and to evangelize the lost world with the 

good news concerning Jesus. All our resources (whether it be 
spiritual qualities, physical abilities, or material things) must be 
aimed toward these goals. Are we using our meetinghouse to 
edify one another? Do we use our meetinghouse as a tool for 
evangelizing the community? Is it justifiable and a mark of good 
stewardship to maintain and operate at g1·eat cost and expense 
a meetinghouse when it is used relatively little (as compared 
with most physical plants)? 

Holy Place? 

The presence of Christ among men meant the end of all "holy 
places," "sacred rituals," and "priesthoods." 

"When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
to come, he entered through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made witk hands, that is to say, not of this 
creation. For Christ did not enter a holy place made with 
hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself" (He
brews 9:11, 24). 

No longer is one particular place or type of place authorized 
for worship to God. God's true sanctuary and temple is his chil
dren (e.g. individual Christians gathered together in his name). 
Jesus said, "Where two or three have gathered tcgether in my 
name, there I am in their midst" (Matthew 18:20). Paul asks, 
"Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and the spirit of 
God dwells in you?~' (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

Biblically speaking, the meetinghouse is not a holy place; the 
meetinghouse is not a church. God's people are his holy place, 
and God's people are his church. First century Christians met 
as a gathered family and, celebrated their common life in Christ. 
The fellowship exemplified in the Lord's Supper illustrates this 
celebration of life. However, this sharing of life involves events 
other than corporate worship (e.g. common meals, community 
benevolence and evangelism, education, recreation), and any 
congregation would do well to adapt or plan their meetinghouse 
accordingly. It is only reasonable to extract the greatest 
amount of use from the thing that often gobbles up the greatest 
amount of the church treasury A meetinghouse is simply a 
meeting place for people. It should be designed for more than 
one purpose (otherwise it will possibly be thought of as the 
"House Of God"). The structure should be economical and 
practical. It should be simple, allowing for variety. The focus 
must be on people, not on furniture, built-in features, elaborate 
design, etc. 

Our purpose in the Christian life is to glorify God through our 
bodies, not through our meetinghouses. We must never allow 
the meetinghouse to become an end within itself. It serves only 
to help us attain the true goal set before us. Any elaborateness or 
structural inefficiency, therefore, must be avoided in light of 
the Biblical teaching concerning stewardship. 

955 Easton Rd., Apt. H-100, Warrington, P A 18976 
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31st ANNUAL 
LECTURESHIP 

January 25·28, 1981 

We Preach Jesus .. . .... .. ..... ... . .. ........ . . . ... .. . .. Richard Rogers 
· Lubbock, Texas 

The Honesty of Jesus . ............ .. ..................... . . Ronnie White 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

The Compassion of Jesus . .. ... . .. . ... . ..... . ......... . .. Guy J. Ross, Jr. 
Edmond, Oklahoma 

The Noble Spirit of Jesus .......... . ....................... Harvey Porter 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

The Indignation of Jesus . ... . ....... .. .. . ... . . . .... . ..... . . . . .. G.P. Holt 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

The Joyfulness of Jesus .... . ........ . ........ . ... . ....... . Pau l Faulkner 
Abilene, Texas 

The Perseverance of Jesus ... ... .. . ..... . ... . ...... . . Clifton L. Ganus, Jr. 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Forums, Classes, Women's Program, 
Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 



THE NEW TESTAMENT IMAGE OF 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD'S DEAR SON 

(Continued from page 6) 
Christ's kingdom is therein fully set 
forth; duly confirmed by miracles, signs 
and wonders ! See the book of Acts. This 
revealed word is quick and powerful ! This 
word discerns the thoughts and intents 
of the heart ! Thus, we now have great 
advantage over the f irs t Christians. God 
works in the obedient heart through the 
sword of the Spiri t, which is the word of 
God; which does away with the snoopy 
idea that the Holy Spiri t does some mysti
cal work in add ition to the revealed word 
(Heb. 2:1-4; 4:12). 

Pause! Consider the a stounding fact 
that the first Christians conquered t he 
known world with the glorious gospel of 
Christ in so short a time, using only mi
raculous revelation and props in part (1 
Cor. 13 :8-10); even against the bitterest 
of persecution and death! Now, ?Ue have 
the power of Gocl behind His wo?·d, plus 
multiple facili ties fo1· reaching the tuo1·lcl 
with o1w Lord's commission (Matt 28:19, 
20) , minus the "props," without much suf
fering; plltS civil protection! 

Let us re-evaluate our source of power 
and potential in the kingdom of Chr ist 
t hrough the congregationa l setup. God's 
love in t he h uman heart is powerful when 
channeled through his divine pattern; 
for, God is love! To love each other with 
fervent urgency is to be like Christ! The 
least working child of God is g 1·eater than 
John t he immerser; being a n earthen ves
sel, pr oclaiming t he gospel of salvation to 
the lost (i\Iatt 11:11; J ohn 14:12); You 
just ponder that in your atvn hea1·tl Chris-

tians now wield a powerful in!lucncc 
through a working congregation (Acts 
20:28; 2 Tim. 3 :16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:3, 4) ! 

God 's g reat wisdom is shown through 
local, independent congregations of h is 
beloved chi ldren in the kingdom of his 
dea1· Son! But, it took the awful agony 
of Jesus on Calvary to bl"ing the kingdom 
into being among men! When Jesus 
prayed alone in dark Gcthcsemane, h is 
sweat a s it wel·e great drops of blood 
came falling down to the g round! It was 
on Calvary between two robbers that 
J esus purchased the church with his own 
blood for t he salvation of lhe world! Oh, 
what love! What matchless love! I 

Let us develop and train elders readily 
who will shepherd t he flock and remain 
steadfast within t heir own congregations. 
lVe need u. school fo1· qualified elders, 
clectcons and wives in ettch cong1·egation 
(1 Tim. 3)! Christian colleges need to 
help train them. Let us appoint gospel 
preachers to the eldership, if they can 
qualify; as is the case in some places 
now. 

Let us bow our heads and crawl up to 
the foot of Calvary for the blood of Jesus, 
as it were, to fall down upon us from his 
nail-pierced feet, hands and bleeding side, 
ti ll we Jearn humility in service, love and 
uni ty of action in all chut·ch work (Eph. 
4 :1-7; Rev. 2:1-7)! The great Godhead 
will work with us through the church in 
this way to save the millions who wait 
(John 4:35) ! In this way God will exalt 
the kingdom through us above the hills for 
all nations to f low into it! 
1804 West Huntsville Ave., Springdale, 
Ark. 72764 

~-.-.._.._...._.._....,...._~··......-.--....,....-....--.--.---.--- • ...-......,..._..._.._.... _ _ 1 

~ PLANNING TO BUILD? ~ 
~ Continental Ch urch Builders is in its 19th year ot successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning t()ward construction ot ')'our new building. ~ 
\ Br ochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

\ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
1 2811 Oohunbine Place P . 0 . Box 40280 t 
) (615} 383-2318 Nashville, Tennessee 372<>4 i 
"._.._.. ___ ....,..... _____ .___..._... ....................... __ ..__..._,...,....,. __ .__. . ...__...._ __ ~ 
~·~- ~ - ~-~- CI-1- - -~~..---........,.-C - ~~ - ~~ - ~~ - ct- fJ_II _ C_I - ~~- EI - 11 - 2 _1,~ 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

I 
Flo~:~:c~;~:f~~=te~nc. I 
P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 

Phone 817-045-0203 

~,_,ca_ a- ~- ~--,~~>J,_.o._u_ ..._.u-.-.o-~a.---u._..,~,~ 

-
imperial 

~ CHURCH FURNITURE 

Write or ca ll collect (8 17) 756-5431 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Waco. Texas 76710 

emplqyees 
O.f= 

cbor<cbes OJ= cbr<fst: 
fnsor<ance gr<oop • ·~~ ••• 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
.Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. ............. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE ........ In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Serviug the Need of Our BreiiJren 
Sit1CC 1975" 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 
: Sundlly through W&dne1dey Congregetlon11 • • 
: usiNGING EMPHASIS 1NORKSHOPS" : 
: ( 560 conducted in thirty states f rom coast to coast.) : 
: Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • • 
: s•• urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0. Box 1104, Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• ••••••• ••• •••••• 
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REPORT ON THE WORK 
IN PAKISTAN 

Enroute t.o New Delhi, India my family 
and I visited the brethren in Pakistan. We 
first stopped i n Karachi. There a re three 
congregations in and around the city : 
Central, l\lalir, and Dastigir. Brother An
war ~'lasih works with all three as their 
preacher and is fully supported by them. 
The l\lalir and Dastigir brethren have 
their own meeting houses. In addition to 
being used for the worship services they 
are a lso used dur ing the weekdays by the 
brethren for grade schools. These brethren 
have no missionaries to h elp them, they 
receive no foreign support, but the work 
goes on. 

Next, wa went to North Pakis tan and 
spent a weekend with the Christians in 
Lahore. Brethren Asghar Ali and Eric 
Masih serve as the pYeachers for the 
church that meets at 10 Siddiqui Street. 

Pakistan, a Muslim country, was par
titioned off f rom India in 1947. We worked 
there for sever a l years in t he early 1960's. 
Returning now after an absence of more 
than two year s, it seems that it is more 
Islamic oriented than ever. They no longer 
recognize Sunday as the weekend holiday, 
but have r eplaced it with Friday. Their 
dress also is more Islamic and they have 
r eturned to a ncient religious laws of pun
ishment . These, and many other signs, 
indicate that they a re becoming more 
fanatical a ll t he time. Over the years the 
percentage of believeys in Christ has been 
around one per cent, and it has never been 
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Come With Vs 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683·1678 901 -761 -1350 

Seml/or Brochure. 

BLUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROllMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Adminish·ator 
Chris tian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone : 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

gr oup r ate 
Pltms offered only to workers i11 

Churches of Clwist 

an easy place for Chris t ians to live, but 
with t hei r renewed zeal for the Is lamic 
religion, it is going to be more difficult 
in the fu ture. 

I hope to visit both Karachi and Lahore 
at least once a year t? conduct meetings, 

to help provide literature, and perhaps to 
use t he brethren there to produce a radio 
program in the Ur du language if the 
necessary funds can be raised. 
J. C. Choate, Box 3815 
New Delhi 110049, India 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR IN FORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 / 429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuit ion Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - J immy. Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

TtJe-S</oy 
~-1£'...!.:' ,, - I 

THE NEWARK. DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575 000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
Since 1974 the f'.t.~v;ark Chufch of Chr•~l ha .. opt:roued Ah:th("~o'l School. 
The school has pro, en to be an out.stand1ns tool for spr~ading 
the lnfluencc of Chn~t in Oela'"''ilrC. lhc ~chool now includes ~ 
d•y·care through 2•ade 5. but the new f>eollties mode po.soble b)•thos 
bond program \\ 1!1 permit ~xpan~ion lhrough gradt• 6. Hond in(orm,,uon: 
Pay~ 10.,_,: lOY,~. 11 %. Dou cd MJrch 1, 1960. Due Scn<llly. M.nuong (, mon1h;;; 10 
15 ycar~.Offcung made hy prosprclu~ only. lm l''w•pt·t tv' w mlmm.u'"" ctmtJ<I 
"''('v. .lf~ ( hurth nf (hri~t 'll ~,al(' m ( hurth Kn..d N1•w.a r~ , l>tl-*""•trt' l 'ti l ' IJ0l1731·"176t 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1981 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1) SWITZERlAND 

May 6-14 
Visiting St. Moritz, Lugano 

and Lucerne 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian 

Un iversity 

(2) HOlY lAND 
March 9-20 

Visiting Egypt, Israel and Rome 
Escorted by John and Mary Maples 

(3) SOUTH PACIFIC 
March 15-April 2 

Visiting New Zealand and Australia 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(4) 
(Sixth Annual) 

MEDITERRANEAN HOlY lAND 
lECTURESHIP TOURS 

April 24-May 8 June 12-26 
October 9-23 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) HOlY lAND 
May 29-June 12 

In depth Study Tour of Israel 

Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble 
Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(6) HAWAII 
June 4-13 

Luxury Tour of Oahu, Maui, 
Hawaii and Kauai 

Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(7) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 8-19 

Visit ing Seattle, Vancouver, Lake 
Louise, Banff and Jasper Park 

Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 

(8) 

ARRANGED BY 

FOWLER TOURS 

SOUTH AMERICA 
June 22-July 16 

Visiting Ecuador, Peru, 
Argentina and Brazil 

Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(9) AlASKA 
June 16-27 

Visiting Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Mt. McKinley Park, Wilitellorse, 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 

Escorted by Jon Jones 

(10) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 24-July 3 

Visiting Calgary, Glacier National 
Park, Lake Louise and Banff 

Escorted by Maxie Boren 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 4 11 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

FF181 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

NAM~---------------------------------------------

ADDRESS--------------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, Zl P·---------------------------------------

(11) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 27-July 11 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and France 

Escorted by Arnold and 
Ruby Mae Watson 

(12) ENCHANTED ISlES 
OF HAWAII 

July 8-17 
Visiting Oa ll u, Hawaii, Maui and Kauai 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 
and Burton Landers 

(13) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND WilliAMSBURG 

July 14-23 
Visiting Wash ington, Mt. Vernon, 

Gettysburg, Annapolis, Willia msburg 
Escorted by Mrs. Teady Mann 

(14) ORIENT CHINA 
July 24-August 8 

Visiting Japan, Hong Kong, and 
Peoples Republic of China 

Escorted by Robert and Myrtle Banks 

(15) SCANDINAVIA VIKING 
ADVENTURE 

July 24-August 6 
Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 

Escorted by J. Curtis and Nell Manor 

(16) AlASKA 
August 1-12 

Visiting Anchorage, Mt. McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks and Whitehorse 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(17) HAWAII 
August 4 -18 

Visiting Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, Oahu 
Escorted by Dr. Ca rl Brecheen 

and Dr. Paul Faulkner 

(18) MARITIME CANADA 
September 11-26 

Visiting Quebec, Montrea l, Nova Scotia, 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick 
Escorted by Hulen and Guille Jackson 

(19) NEW ENGlAND 
FAll FOliAGE 

October 1-8 
Visiting New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 
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PRISON MINISTRY 

We are once again thrilled to announce 
the baptism into Christ of six more men, 
a ll incarcerated at the Ellis Uni t (Rt. 6, 
Huntsville, Texas 77340). 

The work at the Ellis Unit of the TDC 
has progressed beyond a ll our expecta
tions. The first Sunday of November, 
1979, we assembled for our very first class 
there, and had eight men present. It went 
on that way for about three months, and 

though we realized it would be tough go
ing at what is supposed to be the "worst" 
max:imun< security Unit in t he State, w.e 
wondered if it would grow substantially. 
The f irst Sunday of November, 1980, we 
celebrated our first "anniversary" there 
with fifty men present! Not only that, 
but all eight were there who had been 
there one year before I 
Ron N. Goodman. Director 
Church of Christ Prison Ministry 
Huntsville, Texas 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EVANGELIST was a 
mo nth ly publication sent out 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
chose who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominationalism. 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic, poecic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don DeWelc 

price $99.95 

Here in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

........... ·-···"···-··· .................... ·················---·-···· ········ .......... . 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES. I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist a $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5% sales tax). 

N,un-=-- ----------------------------

Adclr~s----------------------------

Cny ___________ ____ .,t.tt.:: _____ __ z,r-----

S1gna!llr.: ------------------ ----------
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INCLUDE YOUR ZlP CODE 
When you send in n list oC new subscrlp· 

lions t o the Fir m Foundation, please bo 
1ur e oach has the proper Zip Code number 
a ncr the ci cy and stale. 

Soul-Winning Workshop 
Proven m ethods of 

Personal Evangelism 
Instruction by Sam Griffith 

School of Personal Evangelism 
(901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

P.O. Box 22307 
Memphis, Tn. 38122 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
1121 E . S. E . Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas 75703 
(214) 561-5990 

Indiana 
Convention Center 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

July 30-August 1 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Willard Collins 
G. P. Holt 

Jeff Walling 
Wayne Kilpatrick 

Jerry Jones 
S. T. W. Gibbs, Jr. 

EVANGELISTIC SPEAKER: 

Jimmy Allen 

POST C>R'ICE BOX 11111 
FRANKLIN, INDIANA 46131 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 6, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congrerrations 

advertisinrr meetinrr places, preachers seekinrr work or conrrrerrations seekinS" preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (80S) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEX4.8 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. -rrrlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrie~t, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd, (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
SJJiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY .A.REA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP o"N ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15665 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM""o""'N"::"::S::-:F=R=-o=""M=--:::s""'u==N'="s=-=E==T=--o-n___,9_0_m__,.in-u"""'te-c-a-s-se-tte
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10~50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, '114-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

1\louterrey, MexlcoJ Ave. Fandlclones 109 
"A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 

Tel.: 55-55-11 
David Cardenas, Evangelista 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you \vorship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lh inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(:Marion D. Owens, Director.!..>....,...----=-=-=-===--=:=-= 
BREWER;-MAINE-24lCenter St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A. ve .. 
U.S. 400 Enst Oppoalte K-Mnrt. Office 4'7'7-
52'71. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'76-4056. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CA..LIFORNJA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3338. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P .0. Box 1028, Springerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
WHEN TODAY MEANS P ALN A free examination 
copy for someone you know who greets each day 
in physical pain. Send a long, self-addressed stamped 
~~;~l~pe to: Caring, P.O. Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home Is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 

Rebuilt Multilith Offset Printing Press, Used only 
a6~~~77h7~urs. $2500. Heber Springs, AR Ph. (501) 

Wanted-preacher for small, rurul congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ, C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57, San 
Benito, Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home and utilities furnished with 
salary, Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 56, Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 303-523-4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
623-6583. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9": and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ, P .0. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas '76455 or call AC 915 #667-4321. 
DISCOUNT Maxcell blank video tape VHS Beta, 
Umatic. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 95065. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340 . .:.._.......,. __ _ 
Washington, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'll-4147. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
CAl\IP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576, Jax.. N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is in need of n Campus 
Minister to work full time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 485, Monticello, Arkansas 
71655. 
MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ, Riverside, California. 
Contact: RobertS. Rash, 2962 Brockton Ave., River
side, CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
COMPUTERIZED LISTING OF YOUR MEMBER
SHIP-Keep your list up to date at all times. Very 
reasonable and in a binder. Write for sample and 
full details. HIGHLAND COMPUTER SERVICES, 
120 W. Greencastle Dr., Granite Shoals, TX 78654. 
WANTED: Part time Song Lender/Youth Director 
we will pay part time salary, provide housing and 
pay moving expenses for n qualified man who is 
willing to work for the church and find a secular 
position in this area. Send resume to Church of 
Christ, 2206 Terrace, Victoria, Texns 77901. 
WANTED: Full time prencher for congregation of 
35 in small town. Residence and utilities furnished. 
Salary negotiable but supplemented Income de
sirable. Contact Church of Christ, Oakwood, Texas. 
75855. Tel. 545-2343. 
Preacher wanted June 1. Sound man with emphasis 
on personal work and leadership for mission nrea 
in P A. Must ha,·e t<ome support or we will try to 
help right man find some outside sUJlJlOrt. Send 
resume, photo, references and tape sermons. Church 
of Christ, Box 735, Franklin, PA. 16323. 

BOOKS, used religious, for list send SASE to 
Steve Williams, Box 158, Hewitt, TX 76643. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REA.,...li=T=o=R=s-
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If :rou are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can Put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring. professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT I Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

INVESTIGA..TEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen advertiJIIng, and will uot 
kDowlngly take questionable advertlaiDg. 
Bot It Ill the reade~s responslblllf7 to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly I'1ID an unworthy ad. 
A.a the old sa7lng goes, before you Invest. 
lovestiJP:&te I 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Conununion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Get the most from your retirement 
dollars and help the church grow, too! 
Tax-sheltered, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested in mortgage 
bonds of Churches of Christ are currently earning 
interest at 120Jo. 

• No commission charges 
• Immediate and future tax benefits 
• You invest for yourself and in church growth, too 
• Ideal plan to consider for your minister's retirement 
• Transferring your existing plan to Trust Company of 

America, could increase your retirement income 

A special service to churches 
and church inembers 

·-----------------1 Act now and reduce your )980 federal income taxes! 
I Mail this coupon today! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Th.Jst Company of America 
5408 Bell, Box 8183 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
Telephone (806) 358-2491 

FF 61-1 

YES, I want to know more about how I can build my 
retirement with a Trust Company of America IRA or 
Keogh plan and help the church grow, too. Please rush 
further information. 

I Name 

I 
I Address 

I 
I City State Zip 

1 ---------------------------1 Telephone t---------------------------------------
Need funds for new church buDding or 
expansion? 

Here's why Affiliated Managers is best qualified to 
help you: 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church fmance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over 1 ,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated's services. 

Mfiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

Mail this coupon today for more infonnation about 
Affiliated Managers quality church fmancing. 

·-----------------1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell, P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

FF 61-1 

We're planning some church building and need funds. 
Please send information about your quality church 
financing. 

1 ---------------------------1 Name/ individual 

1---------------------------1 Address / Church 

: City State Zip 

1 Function in congregation (preacher, elder, etc.) 

1--------------------------1 Telephone 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

......_ ______________________ -----------------
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THE 17TH NATIONAL LECTURES of the churches of Christ in Spain was 
held in Alicanta, Spain as the year drew to an end. It was atend ed by 68 
Christians, most of whom a re pictured here, who represe nted the 30 
churches of Christ now functioning in Spain. 22 preachers were present. 
This year's lectures featured "How To" sermons on establishing t he church, 
finances, Bible Study, Youth work, Women's work, etc . Re ports of the 
progress of the church in Spain indicated that in the short period of IS 
years churches had grown in number from 6 to 30, including 20 started 
from scratch in Spanish cities. 

Austin, Texas, January 13, 1981 
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The Shape of the Future 

There isn't an elder reading this who is not concerned 
with the task of caring for the souls of those for whom 
he shall answer in Judgement. The better our education 
the greater our condern. We would love to see each 
Christian become a temple in which God lives by his 
spirit. We would love to see more dedication _than we 
now see. We would love to minister to a better mformed 
congregation. 

Most elders would rather have a dozen wholly ded i
cated people than a building full of half-dedicated peo-
ple, uneducated in the Bible and unconcerned with the 
great pressures of the world around them. God has not 
called us to do something he has not enabled us to do, 
and he does not require what he has not provided the 
equipment for us to do. If we fail to lay hold on the tools 
provided us the fault is ours. We want to call elders at
tention this week to the fact that valuable tools-mostly 
unused-are available. 

We are not sure that elders are aware of what is 
happening. They are usually concerned with the elders 
meeting room rather than the room in which people 
live. They are more accustomed to being in the driver's 
seat than out there where life is being lived on the 
basis of the average church member. They take for 
granted some things that are not as they view them at 
all. The average church member does not know as much 
Bible as elders t hink he knows. He does not have the 
resistance to evil that elders have. He doesn't know the 
answers like the elders do. He needs a lot more help 
than he usually gets just to survive. 

Sermon listening, and even regular Bible school at
tendance, will not provide the average Christian with 
the support he needs to spiritually survive in today's 
world . He doesn't have any books,-except, maybe, a 
few secular or professional books. He has nothing to 
read that will feed his soul. He is surfeited with mate
rial from the secular press that informs him of every 
dirty, rotten thing that happens in our society, and, 
after a t ime, he decides that this is the normal thing. 
No one tries to see to it t hat he reads a little whole
some literature. We have found at the Firm Founda
t ion that our two-million members will absorb a book 
issue of about 1,000 copies. That's why we do not have 
better books and better writers; t here's no market for 
them. And why isn't there a market? Because elders 
and church leaders do not encourage Christians to buy 
them. Those people need help, which they could get 
from good books. 

We have even noticed that there is strong resistance 
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to anyone coming in to the congregation and urging the 
people to buy books. ~orne think it smacks of com
mercialism. What if it does? If there ever was any
thing needed among our people it is enough commer
cialism-if elders won't do it-to get our people to 
reading good books. 

The shape of the future will be determined by what 
our people read. It will be a Playboy world if that's 
what they read. Concerned brethren in ages past have 
started countless papers and magazines in an effort to 
provide wholesome reading material for Christians. No 
effort ever received less support from the average 
church leader than our gospel papers. vVe are reaping 
what we have sown. Our people are not informed, not 
only on the "issues" but upon the very first principles 
of the doctrine of Christ. We need to surround them 
with an abundance of spiritual literature that can build 
them up in the most holy faith . 

Our people definitely do not have a world wide vision 
of the church. They don't have it because they have not 
been encouraged to seek it. They know nothing except 
what concerns the local community and congregation. 
Only a handful in a congregation knows more. And that 
includes much of the church's leadership. If congrega
tions a1·e going to participate in the 20th century world 
they are going to have to be informed on a far grander 
scale than in the past. It is up to a church's leadership 
to provide-not discourage-a free flow of informa
tion. 

We haYe often urged that if the leaders of a congre
gation would send the Firm Foundation to every family 
in the congregation regularly the difference between a 
well informed church and one that is not informed 
would be astonishing. The practice would pay for itself 
-in the collection plate alone-many times over. It 
never costs the church to do it; it always pays. Ask any 
congregation that follows t he practice. 

The very least that should be done would be to pro
vide a bundle of Firm Foundations r egularly, and urge 
the people to read them. In the secular world it would 
be foolis}'l not to learn to read. It would be still more 
foolish to learn, and never use t he ability. Yet, that is 
exactly what is happening in the church, and it is being 
encouraged. Christians with the ability to read should 
be encouraged by their leaders to read good gospel 
li terature. 

F IIUI FO l\"DJ\.'I' lON 
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Preachers Between Two Crises 

Many times I have mentioned briefly 
the subject of religious leaders resigning 
-the Catholic church is alarmed by the 
20,000 priests who have resigned lately. 
The seminaries are becoming empty. It is 
common to find here in Spain, priests 
working at factories, offices and other 
secular places. 

The crisis is not only in the Catholic 
church-the Protestant churches in Amer
ica and Europe have a 50% drop out rate. 
The church of Christ has also been af
fected by this illness. Top national leaders 
have left the pulpit. They have become 
well-off financially but may have lost sev
eral jewels in their heavenly crowns. 

Many denominations, such as the Bap
tists, and Plymouth Brethren, have lost 
many leaders in Spain. Those men have 
left the pulpit and have taken other re
sponsibilities within the church. 

The church of Christ in Spain has lost 
two men since its establishment in 1964. 

Although there are many factors in
volved in such crises, the most common 
reasons among protestant preachers are: 
lack of fruits and problems within the 
congregation. 

The first factor is seen in John 6. 
Christ's ministry is at times so difficult to 
understand and follow that the weak 
human heart fails in the pilgrimage to 
follow Christ's example. When many of 
his disciples "drew back and no longer 
went about with him," the Lord openly 
brought up the problem of loyalty by ask
ing a question in which we can detect his 
inner fatigue, his disappointment, and the 
bitter sadness of a leader who has lost 
his followers. "Do you also wish to go 
away?" asked Jesus. 

We live in a world which measures 
human importance by individual success. 
"I am the president of this country be
cause 6 million people have voted for me," 
said the head of the Spanish government. 
Billy Graham is exceptionally important 
because his presence will draw thousands 
of people. The publishing houses in the 
U.S.A. and Europe know that the books 
on achieving personal success are great 
sellers. 

The lack of success in the ministry of a 
preacher often causes him to be frustrated 
and abandon his mission. The man who 
spends years working for a church with
out visible results can become deeply de
pressed. The task of persuading people, 
individually, is time-consuming and very 
complicated. Besides, the preacher's in
volvement in people's lives does not al
ways make him a respected person. He 
hurts, hears unfair criticisms and some-
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times is attacked unmercifully by his chil
dren in the faith. All this is unbearable to 
a man who lives on constant inner tension 
because he does not see the fruits of his 
ministry. 

Modern day success is measured by the 
immediate results it produces. All the 
world is in a hurry. The goal has to be 
reached somehow, but it has to be done 
fast. Nobody wants to plant an olive 
tree nowadays simply because it takes it 
40 years to produce its first fruits. In
stead, crops are seeded in the summer and 
harvested the following winter. 

In a society that cannot wait, that has 
lost its hope and that only demands quick 
results, the preacher becomes a frustrated 
man, that is if he has not realized that 
spiritual success cannot be measured the 
same way we measure material success. 

A computer, with its cold figures, would 
tell us that the human ministry of our 
Lord was a total failure. He died alone, 
condemned and abandoned by those he be
lieved were his followers. Nevertheless, 
the grain of wheat must die to produce 
fruits. The results of Jesus' ministry are 
still flourishing even 2,000 years later. 

Here's the lesson. It would be ideal if 
the fruit could be produced without the 
death of the grain, but God's plan works 
differently. The fruit comes when the 
minister dies to the temptations of suc
cess, of the rushes of his ego; when he is 
able to handle his disillusionments and 
depressions. When he reacts against his 
frustrations, then he can start his slow 
walk toward spiritual strength. It is dif
ficult, but there is no alternative. He has 
to go through this process. 

There is another factor causing min
isters to give up their ministries. We can
not say that all those who have resigned 
love the world more than they love God. 
It is not so. This second kind of crisis is 
not of faith, but of humanity. It is not 
exactly a spiritual crisis although deep 
inside there may be some. It is a crisis 
of relating to people. 

These men continue as Christians. They 
attend services as simple believers in 
order to maintain their soul's life. How
ever, they cannot handle the involvement 
with people the minister's work requires. 
They feel too inadequate to deal with the 
problems of many families who make up 
the congregation. Because of the negative 
results of their previous personal experi
ences, they decide to stay away from the 
conflicts completely. 

We must say, on behalf of those facing 
such crises, that the human factor has al
ways been very difficult to overcome. 

Ministers, as well as the rest of us, have 
to overlook imperfections, negligence and 
mistakes of others; try to fill the empti
ness in their lives; try to help ungrateful 
people through difficult times; and carry 
on the shoulders or in the heart problems 
belonging to people who do little or 
nothing to solve them. This does not seem 
attractive to anyone. But it certainly is 
not so if you are a minister of the gospel 
who must add to all this his own personal 
and family struggles. 

When the Gadarenes gathered where 
Jesus had just performed a miracle, they 
saw a man they had known to be pos
sessed by demons ". • . sitting there, 
clothed and in his right mind, the man 
who had had the legion of devils. The 
demons who used to live in that man's 
body were transferred to ·some swine 
nearby, ". . . and the herd • • • rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea, and were 
drowned." 

The preacher is not just a pulpit man. 
If it were so, he would live part of his 
glory on earth. His pastoral mission de
mands his involvement with people, his 
sharing their problems. Although his con
gregation may have only fifty members 
he is the pipeline to fifty problems. 

The people seek his help. Young and 
old unload their frustrations on him and 
then go on relieved. But all the problems 
confided to him can undermine his moral 
and spiritual life and he will feel like 
those pigs that jumped over the cliff. He 
will shout with Moses, "I am not able to 
carry all this people alone, the burden is 
too heavy for me." 

This is not a new crisis but it is one 
that is damaging church leaders. It is 
understood. We are living in a conflict
ridden society and such conflicts are ever 
present in our congregations as · well. 
Many are the result of desperation and 
the preacher's activities take place in such 
an atmosphere. 

Therefore, it is necessary that a man 
who decides to be a preacher has a strong 
"human" vocation. A dentist, for example, 
cannot justify abandoning his profession 
simply because he dislikes to look inside 
people's mouths. In order to remove a 
tooth the patient has to open his mouth 
regardless of how unpleasant it may look. 
By the same token, a gospel preacher is 
not complete without being involved wi~h 
people, in spite of the many problems thiS 
may cause him. This is a cross all preach
ers will have to recognize and bear if they 
are to carry out an effective ministry. 

Apdo 2029, Madrid (2} Spain 

3 [19] 



A Billion-Dollar Mission Program 

100 
50 

5,000 
$25,000 

$125,000,000 
8 

$1,000,000,000 

CLINE R. PADEN 

IF-

missionary families were sent to each of 
"key cities" of the world, we would require 
missionary families. And if each family were provided 
annual salary, each year we'd have to raise 
to sustain them. And if the families worked together for 
years, we would have invested in them a total of 
(ONE BILLION DOLLARS!!). 

That's a lot of money! 

BUT IF-

$1,000,000,000 were divided equally among the estimated 
2,000,000 Christians living in the USA, each member's part would be only 

$500 for the entire eight years, or 
$62.50 per year, or 

.17 per day. 

That would be easy enough! 

AND IF-

5,000 missionarfes should convert and mature in Christ just 
12 people each year (that's one per month) there'd be 

60,000 new Christians added to the Lord. And if they did that for 
8 years, there would be 

480,000 fiercely evangelistic new workers to aid the missionaries, or 
9,600 new members (average) in each of the 50 "key cities", or 

10 congregations strategically scattered about in each city with 
960 members in each. 

That would be tremendous! 

IF-

we did this, not only would the millions living in each of these "key cities" have 
easy access to the gospel, but once converted, those brethren would become the 
means for reaching out to yet other miiJions living in the smaller satellite towns 
and villages that surround them. Thus, the framework for reaching all the lost in 
the entire world would be set up. 

BUT WHAT IF-

we don't do it? 

AND WHAT IF-

we don't do it because we simply don't want to? 

That will be indicting! 
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Should We Notify Brethren 

In Advance Before 

Discontinuing 

Their Support 

• 

CLAYTON PEPPER 

At the beginning of each year certain 
works will begin receiving new support 
and others will have their support discon
tinued. Will the good works having their 
support discontinued receive an advance 
notice with some time given to find the 
needed support being lost? Many will not. 
Many will have their support discon
tinued and never be notified, much less 
have an advance notice. This is especially 
true where a small amount is contributed 
to a good work. Somehow it seems that the 
feeling is that the contribution wiii not 
be missed. We continue to hear that we 
are losing more preachers than we pro
duce each year. What happens to workers 
and their families who rely on the breth
ren for their support when such happens? 

It erodes the confidence of workers in 
the way church leaders handle the Lord's 
business. 

The worker and his family may not be 
able to meet obligations or have their 
needs met. 

It leads to a feeling of insecurity, lack 
of trust, and often the conclusion that 
other sources of income must be found, 
besides church support. 

Numerous men today are hoping for and 
looking for sideline businesses that they 
can get into that might one day get them 
off church pay rolls. Some have concluded 
that there is more security working for 
the world than for the brethren. 

If we would just follow the golden rule 
the problem would be solved, "Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." 
Matthew 7:12. 
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The Wrong Men in the Leadership 
HULEN L. JACKSON 

Realizing there is no solid proof of such a claim and admitting 
at the outset that I could be wrong, may I theorize that a major 
portion of church difficulties continues to be caused by our hav
ing at times the wrong men in the leadership of the congrega
tions. A well balanced and capable leadership even with medi
ocre preaching from the pulpit can and will lead a church to 
great growth numerically and also spiritually; but, the greatest 
local preacher among us today with wrong men in the leadership 
can not continue to lead to greater heights for long. Oh, yes the 
pulpit preaching is quite vital and necessary but you don't do 
successful church work with just preaching. There must be men 
-the right men-who lead and direct the preaching and the 
teaching programs as well as all other aspects of the Lord's 
work in that community. Lay hands hastily on no man in the 
selection of elders or deacons lest you select the wrong men and 
perhaps have difficulties for years and conceivably strangle 
the growth of the kingdom there. 

Who are some of these wrong men? 
Will we not all acknowledge that the qualifications listed by 

Paul in I Timothy and Titus are subject to varying degrees of 
interpretation? Have we not seen the church select men whom 
they felt met the qualifications at that time but who later in 
practice failed to measure up ? Maybe the selection and ordina
·tion into the office change men, some men. It ought not but 
sometimes it does. The man who has a love for authority over 
others is not the man to be an elder or deacon. 

Yes, I do believe elders and deacons do have some degree of 
authority but for a man to love that feeling of "being boss" is 
shameful and sinful in any leader of God's people. By that 
alone he becomes disqualified and ought to resign. Maybe the 
man had never been in a place. of authority before and being 
pushed forward in church work to make final decisions pleases 
him overmuch. Such a weakness can destroy a man and his use
fulness to the congregation as a leader. The man with a passion 
for power is not fit for the kingdom much less the leadership in 
His kingdom. Such a man will not for long relate to the others 
in the leadership nor will he stay close to the membership. God 
forbid that you ever put a man into the honorable position of 
elder or deacon who loves to have the preeminence. It won't 
work; it never has and it never will. People don't like to be 
bossed. 

A preacher who listens to and is disturbed by every criticism, 
even of his preaching, will not stay long in the pulpit. Every 
church has several who are prone toward criticism of the 
preacher or of his sermons; yet that person ordinarily is not 
qualified to evaluate preaching for he likely can not effectively 
even teach a lesson much less preach a sermon to an audience. 
So, elders need to learn not to give heed or m'uch attention to 
every little criticism they might hear from someone in the 
church. 

A dangerous man is he who in the leadership brings before 
the group in their meetings some bit of criticism he has heard 
about them, the preacher, some old or proposed project, or even 
of the building itself. Leaders need to learn to evaluate criticism 
and the very people offering the criticism. Hours have been 
wasted in elders' meetings discussing some little criticism some 

elder had heard and reported which should have been ignored 
in the first place by that reporting elder. 

That's not to say that elders are to run roughshod over the 
wishes of the church. Good elders don't do that but good elders 
at the same time march ahead at full steam knowing they are 
not going to please everyone in the church. You never can. "At 
the mouth of two or three witnessess" every criticism ought to 
be established-at least that many-before elders consider the 
matter or before any elder even mentions it to the others. Most 
of the time if elders and deacons would listen quietly to the 
criticism and then forget it, the church would be better off. An 
elder overly sensitive to criticism is the wrong man in the lead
ership, for he is permitting the critic to run the church. Such 
ought not to be. The next time a fellow elder says that he has 
heard some criticism about some matter, ask that elder to give 
a list of the ones criticizing. That just might stop it right there. 
"Nuff said? 

Some years ago in a meeting I learned from the preacher 
there that an elder 82 years old was serving as chairman of 
their ten year long range program for that church and doing a 
marvelous job at it. God bless all men who up in years can live 
in the future in thinking of the church's growth; but God forbid 
that the church be burdened with men too old to still have good 
judgment or who are interested only in today and will not per
mit or promote any program outlined for the years to come. 
The other elders ought not to allow such to occur whether it is 
caused by age or sickness. Souls are at stake. The church is far 
more important than any one elder or deacon or ·preacher. Sick
ness might blur the judgment of men sometimes much younger 
and for that reason the other elders ought to fully realize the 
condition and make decisions for the good of the church and not 
to please that man. They sin when they don't. 

The overly opinionated man will not and can not be a success
ful elder or deacon. But who is that man? The man who usually 
disagrees with me ? No, the one who is determined to have his 
way in every way. Maybe he is always free with his opinion and 
hasty to express it but is a poor listener to the opinions of oth
ers present. It is nearly as normal as breathing for a group of 
men-even church leaders-in the discussions to differ now and 
then. But, when all are genuinely Christian they can come to a 
meeting of minds at least of the majority of those men present 
and hence present to the church a united front. 

When principles of faith are not involved-and seldom are 
they-the man whose preference was overturned or rejected by 
the others must agree to go along and get along or else you will 
have much difficulty in the Lord's work. The story was told 
recently of the elder who objected to what the majority of his 
fellow elders desired l;mt who then asked the elders to permit 
him to sell the church on the project. And, he did so enthusias
tically because he was a Christian. That's real Christianity at 
work and that man is a qualified leader. God give us more such 
men. Every elder and every deacon is a member of a team and 
must so function. The Lord's church does not have bosses. We 
don't need THE elder or THE deacon. That's the wrong man in 
anyone's leadership. 

Box 56, Duncanville, Texas 
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The Adoption 
TOM TARB ET 

There is a New Testament doctrine of adoption. The word 
itself is used five times: Romans 8:15, 23; 9:4; Galatians 4:5 
and Ephesians 1:5. One time the adoption pertains to Israel (a 
reference to their being considered God's children of the Old 
Covenant). Three times ihe word is used to refer to out· becoming 
the children of God through Christ; a process ihat in other 
scriptures is ca lled a birth ("ye must be born again"). One time 
the adoption is said to be something we wait for, "waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." From all this 
we conclude that when we are converted we are adopted into 
God's family; but the work is not considered complete unt il re
surrection day when ou1· corruptible bodies put on incorruption 
and the saying is fulfilled, "death is swallowed up in victory." 

Question: If the Bible speaks of entering the family of God by 
adoption and also by the new birth, are there two ways of be
coming chi ldren of God? Do some become God's child1·en by the 
new birth and others by adoption? 

The obvious answer is, No. There are not two ways of becom
ing children of God. " ... God is no respecter of persons : but 
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him (Acts 10:34, 35). All must fear him and 
work the righteousness of God. There is only one way. All are 
saved by grace (Romans 3:23, 24 and 11:32). The conditions 
are the same for everyone, a s we see from John 3 :16, Acts 
17 :30; Mar k 16:15,16 and Galations 3:26, 27. 

Therefore, adoption and birth refer to the same thing. Evi
dently one of these words is used figuratively. It seems to me 
the new birth is literal. A spiritual birth; but a literal one. Not 
symbolic, but real. Why should it be thought that the new birth 
cannot be literal because it is a spiritual birth? Are spiritua l 
things unreal? Is the physical t he only thi ng real? Because 
heaven is a spiritual home, is it unreal ? Because God, being a 
spirit, has not flesh and bones, is he only a f igure of speech? A 
very r eal change is wrought by the new birth. There is real 
power in the gospel to begat a new life. And "if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new ceature : old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new." 

Evidently, adoption is the word that is used figuratively. As 
we shall see the Lord had good reason for using this figure of 
speech. Just as figures of speech are intended to do, the word 
adoption emphatically brings out certain wonderful truths. 

People Who Were Adopted 
Moses was brought to Pharaoh's daughter "and he became her 

son. And she called his name Moses" (Exodus 2: 10). Moses be
came a member of the royal fam ily; a th ing he was not born to ; 
to which he had no natural rights. The same is true of us in the 
spiritual realm. Although we have no rights to this honor, we 
arc made chi ldren of the royal family of God. Our Father is the 
king. And as lhe child was given the name 1\Ioses when he was 
adopted, the Lord has given us a new name. 

Esther, when a girl, lost her parents. Later this orphan girl 
was adopted by a kinsma n named ~Iordecai. She was given a 
father who loved and provided for her. She \vas given the secu
ri ty of a home and family. By adoption she was saved from the 
tragedy of orphanhood. You sec how adoption is an apt figure 
of speech for use in emphasizing some of the many spiritual 
blessings we have in t he fa mily of God. 

Adopt ion A mong the Greeks, Romans a nd Orientals 
The J ews of ancient t imes had no laws of adoption; and these 

laws differed among the other peoples of the world. Among the 
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Greeks, a man might adopt any male citizen into the privileges 
of his son, with t he invariable condition t hat the one adopted 
accept the legal obligations and religious duties of a real son. 
So it is with us. Sonship in God's family carries obligations, as 
well as privileges. The first part of Romans 8 brings out this 
fact. The adopted son is debtor, not to the flesh to walk after the 
flesh; but to the Spirit, to walk after the Spirit. Being brought 
into the family, we have duties to our Heavenly Father and to 
Christ our Elder Brother. We have obligations to our brethren 
in this spiritual household. Also we are obliged to promote the 
goals and projects of God's house, the church. With Paul, we 
confess we are debtors to all men to take the gospel to them. 

Among the Romans adoption usua lly was a process by which 
a child was transferred from one father to another (different 
from giving a home to a fatherless child). When we were aliens 
Satan was our father (John 8:44 and I J oh n 3:10). We were in 
dire need of being transferred from one father to another. Hav
ing learned of the offer to God to make us his children, we 
rebe!Jed against Satan and accepted the adopt ion. Now we cease 
not to praise God. " Behold, what manner of love t he Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God . . . " 
(I John 3:1). 

Among the Orientals slaves could be adopted. This gave them 
freedom, as sons. As sinners, we were the s laves of sin; but we 
accepted God's offer of adoption. Becoming obedient to that form 
of doctrine, we were made sons of God. This made us free from 
sin, and the servants of righteousness (John 8:32-36; Romans 
6:16-18) . Also, being sons, we are heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ (Romans 8 :17; Galations 4:7). 

In ancient times the in it iat ive was a lways with the adopting 
father. So it is in the case of our adoption. The Lord has taken 
the initiat ive. Lost man had no way of doing so. Because of his 
love and grace, God initiated this great plan whereby we can be 
the chi ldren of the Jiving God. "For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten son . .. " " Behold what manner of 
love !" 

Before our adoption we were bondscrvants of sin. Now we 
are the redeemed, having been purchased by the precious blood 
of Christ (I Peter 1:18, 19). Now we are sons in the divine 
family, enjoying a Father-son relationship with the Almighty 
One. Now we are free. The Son of God has made us free. All 
bondage is past. Not that we a re liber tines. We neither need 
nor want freedom from the Lord J esus Christ. But in Christ we 
have all the freedom that's desirable. 

Before our adoption there was alienation. Ther e was no 
avenue of prayer. We were without God, and had no hope in the 
world. But now fellowship had been established. We walk with 
God. We enjoy love, protect ion, respect and honor as children 
of the King. 

Before the adoption we were without rights. We had no just 
claims. But now as sons we have all the rights and claims that 
are attached thereto. 

If you have not "the adoption," be informed that it is offered; 
a nd the price has already been paid. Accept the adoption. Don't 
fail to appreciate the importa nce a nd urgency of doing so. The 
story is told of a teenage girl who lost her parents, and was 
1·eceiYed into the home of a kindly couple as a foster child. They 
loved her. She loved them and the home they had provided. They 
kept offering to adopt he1·; but she failed to appreciate t he im
portance of it. As it was she was enjoying their love, and the 
protection of their home. So she hesitated lo accept the offer. 
One day this couple met sudden death on t he highway. This was 
before the making of wi lls was popular ; and there was no will. 
So the courts could not allow the orphan girl a thing. She found 
herself suddenly shut out of her home, and destitute of a family 
to loYe and protect h er . It was all because she had not seen the 
importance and t he urgency of being adopted. 

l\fy s inner friend, it is indeed impor tant,-yea, urgent- that 
you accept t he offer of adoption into lhc family of God. 

Laguna Park, TX 76634. 
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The Reality of Morality (2) 
JAMES D. BALES 

(Read last week's installment first) 

Debating Atheists 
The reality of morality is an extremely powerful fact with 

which to show the bankruptcy of atheism. Atheism involves ma
terialism which says that matter in motion is the sole reality. 
If matter in motion is the sole reality, one can talk about what 
is, but not about what ought to be. He can describe but he 
cannot evaluate anything as being good or evil. If everything 
is, as these people usually insist, in a state of flux and flow there 
is no way to stand above the flux and flow and pronounce on 
its justice or injustice, its good or its evil. The categories cannot 
apply to a world in which everything changes and there are no 
moral constants. 

In his debate with Antony G. N. Flew, brother Thomas B. 
Warren effectively used the moral argument. He rightly argued 
that there is an objective moral law which transcends the pro
vincial and the transient. If no such law exists, there is no moral 
ground on which one can stand and condemn what the Nazis 
did with reference to the Jews, what Stalin did in murdering 
millions, or what the Cambodian Communists are doing today. 
Warren stressed that Flew agreed that the Nazis did wrong, that 
they transgressed moral law. "But now he (Flew, J. D. B.) says 
the Nazis were guilty of real, objective moral wrong. That means 
real moral wrong, which entails an objective standard!" (The 
Warren-Flew Debate, p. 15) Flew also agreed that honesty 
exists and that one ought, that one is obligated, to be honest and 
to pursue truth. (pp. 29-30) Warren rightly argued that ob
jective moral right and objective moral wrong exist, that atheism 
cannot .deal with the reality of morality without in effect aban
doning atheism, and that atheists take positions which imply the 
reality of objective moral low. There is moral progress and there 
is moral degeneration, but such could not exist if there is no 
moral realm and moral law. (pp. 49, 153, 171-177) 

The reality of man as a moral being under moral law is so 
evident that sooner or later, al)d usually sooner, atheists admit 
the existence of the moral realm. In raising the problem of evil, 
they are also raising the problem of good. If materialism is true, 
there is no good or evil. When one admits that there is evil, he 
has admitted there is a standard of good which shows that evil 
is evil. When one accepts the reality of good and evil, he cannot 
be consistent without granting that these realities shatter the 
assumption that the material is all that exists. Atheists must 
never be allowed to accept the conclusion that good and evil exist 
without being shown that they must accept all that is necessary 
to the existence of the realm of good and of evil, or they must 
abandon any appeal to good or to evil. They can be consistent 
materialists and talk of pleasant or unpleasant but they cannot 
be consistent and talk of good and of evil. 

Scripture Testifies To Its Reality 
The Scriptures make clear that man is a being with some 

recognition of the reality of morality and some power to discern 
at least some things with reference to moral law. Although with
out divine revelation, the Gentiles could discern the existence of 
God (Romans 1:18-23), the reality of the moral realm, and in 
some cases and to some degree moral laws themselves. (Romans 
1:24-32; 2:12-15) 

Although these Gentiles were not in covenant relatior.ship 
with God, they recognized the above-mentioned realities. It is 
obvious that they did not get this through the law of Moses, al
though some Gentiles learned many things from Jews, and it is 

obvious that these moral laws did not pass away with the aboli
tion of the law of Moses. 

What is the origin of moral law and man as a moral being? 

Origin Of Morality On Earth 

Did morality, conscience, and moral law come by covenant, 
and do they pass away with the passing of a covenant? Where 
did the reality of man as a moral being, with conscience, and 
under moral law, originate? The Bible does not give us in so 
many words their origin, but we can easily discern their origin. 
Paul spoke of "when Gentiles that have not the law do by nature 
the things of the law ...• " (Romans 2: 14) From the existence 
of the physical creation, man can know that God exists. Man 
through a study of the fact of his own conscience, of his own 
nature which includes conscience, and of the outworking of moral 
law in his own life, the life of others in the society which sur
rounds him, and in what he can know of history, can know 
there is a moral realm and moral law. Since there is a moral 
realm, there must be moral law. 

The moral nature of man and moral law did not evolve. We 
must find their origin in the Creator and the type of beingwhich 
he created when he made man in his own image. Since God is 
a moral being, as well as a rational being, the nature of man 
made in God's image must partake not only of rationality but of 
morality. God made man upright (Ecclesiastes 7:29), for God 
made man in his image. Man used his freedom to disobey God, 
but the fall of man did not destroy the image of God in· man. 
The moral law, and man as a moral being, do not have their 
existence rooted in a covenant but in the creation itself when 
God created man in his image. If God had not created man as a 
moral being, it would have been impossible for any covenant 
to have been established between God and man; Can a rock, an 
animal, an insect, or a blade of grass enter into a covenant re
lationship with God and be bound by its duties and the recipient 
of its blessings? No, a covenant can be entered into only by a 
moral being. Man is a moral being, and the reality of moral 
law is embraced in covenants but does not originate in covenants. 
Man is not the product of a covenant between God and man. God 
made a covenant with Abraham but the covenant did not make 
Abraham a moral being. A covenant can make clear moral prin
ciples which man by nature can have only a faint grasp of, or 
may ignore entirely, but a covenant did not create moral law. 

Moral laws are embraced in the law of Moses, but they did not 
originate with that law and they did not pass away with that 
law. Christ in his life and in his covenant reveals the moral 
principles in their greatest height, their .deepest depth, and their 
widest breadth. However, the moral nature of man and moral 
law did not originate in the covenant of Christ. The covenant 
of Christ, which centers in the person Jesus Christ, brings man 
to the highest moral perfection when he follows Christ's will, 
but this could not be done if man had not been created a moral 
being. To abolish moral law and man as a being with a moral 
nature, a being with conscience, one would have to abolish man 
himself. 

When we do not live the way God wants us to live, we are 
living contrary to the very nature which God gave man when 
God created man in his image. Therefore, it can truly be said 
that when man works against the will of God he goes contrary 
to his own true and eternal interests. 

Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 
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Reaction Theology 
L ARRY CHOU INARD 

It is amazing how many convictions have 
been formulated merely out of reaction 
to some erroneous view held by an op
ponent. Church history is replete with 
examples of theological convictions being 
formulated while reactiing to an erroneous 
extreme. The pattern usually involves an 
heretical movement which openly adopts 
some far-out belief. The reaction con
sists of formulatin~r a response which will 
completely devastate the opposition. Some
times exegetical methods may be highly 
questionable, but since one is "defending 
the faith" the means to that end is very 
seldom questioned. 

Origin's (A.D. 184-254) controve1·sy 
with gnosticism led him to an extended 
examination of the right principle for 
interpreting the Bible. Again~!. li teralists, 
such as Marcian who repudiated t he Old 
Testament, Origin vindicated the claims 
of allegory to a place of Christian 
exegesis. I renaeus (A.D. 177) attempts to 
vindicate orthodoxy by appealing to the 
s uccess ion of teachers in any churcl1 of 
Apostolic foundation. I renaeus perceived 
that the coherence of Christian doctrine 
depended upon the t raditi on of faithful 
instruction. Hence, the theology of 
Irenaeus reflects the growing in terest in 
Apostolic succession to protect the church 
from heretical thinking. Ignatius (69-117 
A.D.) was also greatly concerned about 
the inroads of heresy in the churches 
especially t he heresy called docetism, anci 
he considered the monarchical episcopate 
to be the best guarantee against it . It is 
easy for one extreme to beget. another ex
treme equally erroneous . During the 
Reformation it was very difficult for 
Luther to develop a balanced perspective 
concerning faith and works. While oppos
ing Catholicism's meritorious system, 
Luthe1· often advocated unbiblical concepts 
concerning man's role in the redemptive 
process. 

The above examples can be multiplied 
many times over. How easy it is to allow 
an erroneous extreme to warp our per 
spective of the Christian fa ith. Someone 
once siad that ii the walls nrc being at
tacked at one point that must be the place 
of defense. While it is true that we need 
to defend the faith at what ever point it is 
attacked, the analogy of the wall assumes 
that there has been built a solid fortress 
of faith. In reality many Chl"istians have 
only a reactionary fa i th . They lmow more 
about what they a re not to believe than 
they do conceming what they are to be
lieve. A healthy perspective of !.he Chris
t ian religion invoh·es much more than a 
negative polemic. 

There are many areas where today's 
church should be aware of the dangers of 
1·eactionary thinking. As the church today 
reacts to the sectarian spiri t that has di
vided Christendom we must avoid the 
extreme of isolation. Without meaningful 
communication the church only contributes 
to the confused state of the religious 
world. While avoiding the extremes of 
charismatic ~rroups, we must not. be put 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Mercy Which Wipes Out Sin ROGER JOHNSON 

Though the excitement of Pentecost 
had passed, the desire to share the gospel 
remained keen in the l ives of the early 
disciples. On a certain day Peter and John 
made their way to the temple to pray. A 
lame man was laid at his accustomed place 
at the gate called Beautiful to ask alms of 
the people who entered the temple. Thus, 
upon seeing the two disciples of t he Lord 
t he beggar made his r equest, to which 
Pete1· repl ied: "Silver and gold have I 
none; but what. I have, that give I thee. 
In the name of J esus Ch1ist of Nazareth, 
walk." As Pele1· grasped his right hand, 
immediately the lame man r eceived 
strength to stand and walk. His exuber
ance was manifested as he walked and 
leaped in the temple area, praising God. 
This enthusiastic response attracted a 
curious and amazed audience. Peter took 
advantage of this opportunity to convey 
to this Jewish audience a great message of 
hope. After recounting the events per
tail1ing to the death of Christ, Peter called 
for a response on the part of his a udience 
when he said, "Repent ye therefore, and 
turn again, that. your sins may be blotted 
ou t, that so there may come seasons of re
fl·eshing from the presence of the Lo1·d." 

"Blotted out"! What a refreshing 
thought to those who had only felt the 
heavy burden of ~in and could find no 
relief from it! 1t was their plight to be 
reminded of si ns year by yea1· without 
their bei ng taken away. Now, Peter, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, announces remission 
of sin to the people. 

The word for "blotted out," cxalci7Jhcin, 
is an interesting one, being used only five 
t imes in the New Testament. In classical 
Greek the word meant "to wash oYer," 
and referred to whitewashing the wall of 
a house or to waniors "painting" their 
bodies with war paint. It later carried the 
meaning of "to wipe out or to obliterate" 
as when a person "wipes out" of h is mind 
an experience in life. Arndt and Gingrich's 

Fearless Preaching 
It is always encouraging for me to re

ceive compliments conce1·ning my preach
ing, especially when those offering the 
sentiments suggest tha t it required cour
age to present a certain lesson. But 
truthfully, it doesn't take a tremendous 
amount of fearlcs~ness to preach against 
false doctrines and behavior which no one 
in the cong regation eilhcr understands or 
participates in. A li terate and eloquent. de
livery of material that no one needs at the 
moment or that is glaringly irrelevant is 
tragic. There arc many beautifully typed 
sermon outlines with accurate grammar 
dealing with straw men and issues that do 
not 1·cally exist. 

\Vha t requires rral courage from an 
evangelist is dealing with t he problems 
which exists within a community of Chris
tians for which he preaches. And those 
problems might be very subtle. The more 
subtle a sin is, the more difficult it is to 
ex pose. Gossip, fo1· instance, is an 
ct.hereal s in. A preacher can preach a 

Greek lexicon says that it means "erase, 
remove, oblitera te." I t is so used of "can
celling" a vote or "annulling " a Jaw. 

The New Testament usage refers to the 
"wiping away" of every tear from t he 
eyes. Further, it is used of " blotting out" 
the la w (Colossians 2:ltl) as well as a pe1·
~on's name from the book of life (Revela
t ion 3 :5) . Thus, it refers to wip ing out 
something as you would with a sponge. 

In New T estament times documents 
were written on papyrus, a rush-like walcr 
plant common in E gypt and parts of Pales
tine. The ink was us ually a black carbon 
mLxed with gum or oil and could be easily 
erased with washing. The character of the 
ink was s uch that it would last a long 
time and retain its color, but could be 
sponged off. 

This, Peter says, is what happens to our 
sins when Jesus "blots" them out. Now 
the interesting thing is this-a more com
mon method of cancellat ion was to write 
the Greek letter "chi," which is the same 
shape as an English capital "X," across 
a document. But Peter says that our sins 
arc blotted ou t or wiped away. If you 
"cross a t hing out," beneath t he "X" the 
t·ecord remains visible fo1· anyone to read, 
but if you "wipe it out" the record is 
gone, obliterated. 

One of the great prophetical promises 
which God made was ... "their sins will I 
re.mcmber no more. They are gone, rc
nutted- not merely crossed out--through 
the blood of Jesus. Powers of speech 
practically fail to convey the idea of such 
a p1·ecious hope. There is no book which 
portrays a g reater sense of t he horror 
and awfulness of s ins as the Bible, but 
equally there is no book which is so sure 
that the cure and remedy for sin has been 
found in Christ. "Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift." 

Sharpstown Church of Christ, 8405 Bon
homme Rd., Houston, Texas 77074 

STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

series on gossiping (one lesson ought to 
do it) and everyone in the crowd thinks 
he is preaching to everyone else. "I hope 
brother blank takes this lesson to heart! 
He really needs it." 

Envy, hate, gossiping, grudge holding, 
covetousness are some of the "white" sins 
we find it hard to zero in on and con
demn. But let a preacher deal openly with 
these for long a nd the cry goes forth, 
"Negative-trouble make1·-boat rocker·." 

·we preachers must endeavor to offer 
practical lessons on how to cope with 
everyday problems which arise. We must 
help people get thcil· hearts right so t hat 
they cn n see s ins as symptoms rather than 
causes. We need to dea l wiLh the tools of 
reaching a dying wo!"ld with J esus. These 
are the sermons which require courage 
from God's spokesmen. So preach them 
well. Even better-live them before you 
preach lhcm! 
2715 N . Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
4850G 
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Steps to a Successful Singles Program 

Meeting the Single's Needs 
MIKE TALLEY 

Before any specific group of people 
can be helped, or any program can get 
off the ground the needs of the people 
being worked with must be recognized. 

In 1976 the total U. S. population of 
singles (over 18 years of age) was 
48,926,00. This was one-third of the total 
adult population. The 48 million can be 
broken .down like this: Never married, 
26,171,000; Widowed, 11,812,000; Di
vorced, 7,186,000; Separated, 3,757000. 

Needs of the Singles 
As we study Luke 2: 52 we learn that 

the needs of all men come in four basic 
areas. All men must grow in wisdom, 
physically, in favor with God and in 
favor with man. 

In this article we will examine the 
needs which singles have. For lack of room 
we will not deal with solutions but only 
the needs. 

There are four major areas of needs 
which we will look at: 

1. Needs common to all singles 
2. Needs of the unmarried singles 
3. Needs of the widowed singles 
5. Needs of the divorced singles 

We will not examine the needs of the 
"separated," however, their needs are 
unique and very real. 

Needs common to all singles 
Zuck and Getz in their book Adult Edu

cation in the Church, state that there are 
three problems of all singles: (1) alone
ness, (2) lonelinesss and (3) sexuality. 
When a person is not having his basic 
social needs fulfilled then sexual behavior 
becomes a problem. When a person has the 
social situation in control then he or she is 
better able to control the sexual behavior. 

Christoff in his book Saturday Night, 
Sunday Morning, said that -there are 
"seven deadly sins" to all singles: 

1. Laziness 
2. Lack of purpose 
3. Selfishness 
4. Lack of honesty 
5. Failure to take risks 
6. Overcome by setbacks 
7. Failure to take God seriously 
Fifield mentioned the problems of the 

mind that can affect a single person in 
his book, The Single Path: 

1. Anxiety 
2. Psychosomatic 
3. Compulsions and obsessions 
4. Depression and elation 
5. Persecution 
6. Isolation 
7. Delusions 
Bill Moody, minister to singles at Gar

land Road Church of Christ in Dallas says 
that almost all singles have problems in 
three areas : 

1. Loneliness 
2. Self-image 
3. Family 

Needs of the unmarried 
In the case of the youger unmarried 

singles the problems deal more with rna-

turity situations. Christoff said his list 
of "seven deadly sins" particularly fit the 
younger unmarried singles: laziness, lack 
of purpose, selfishness, lack of honesty, 
failure to take risks, being overcome by 
setbacks and the failure to take God 
seriously. These are truly the challenges 
of younger singles. 

The older unmarried people have very 
different needs. Dr. M. D. Hugen has a 
list of seven needs which he feels are pe
culiar to the older unmarried. We need to 
keep in mind that the unmarried person 
may never have had his biological needs 
met and is therefore in a unique situation. 
Dr. Rugen's list and a brief explanation 
follow: 

1. Acceptance of singleness. Accepting 
one's present position is learning to be 
content until the situation changes. Com
plaining is easy but definitely out of place. 
One must accept his singleness. 

2. Aloneness. You have left home and 
you are not married and you are not dating 
steadily and you feel alone. With or with
out these relationships a person can feel 
alone. One must learn to handle the 
"alone feeling times." Relationships help 
solve this, but most of all attitude as a 
result of our relationships with the Lord 
helps solve this loneliness. 

3. Sexual problems. We were made with 
biological needs, but the secret is control. 
Those sexual desires were meant for mar
riage, thus self-control is especially im
portant to the single. 

Perhaps one of the strongest needs of 
the older unmarried single in society is 
acceptance. They are looked upon as 
being peculiar. They are sometimes called 
"old maids." Often they are called failures 
because they are not married. This some
times is made even worse by our lack of 
Biblical teaching on being single. God ac
cepts the single as well as the married. 
As we examine the Bible we see Christ, 
Paul, Timothy and many others serving 
God in the single state. In Matt. 19: 11-12 
we see that some have refused marriage 
to better be able to serve the Lord. Mar
riage is not a MUST, it is a CHOICE. 

Needs of the widowed singles 
In 1976 the widowed singles numbered 

over 11,812,000 or almost twice the num
ber of those divorced. Although this is not 
accurate today, the number of widowed in
dividuals in the United States continues 
to rise. 

"The unmarried fails to assume the so
cial roles society expects of him : the 
divorced fails to fulfill the social roles he 
assumed; but the widowed has his social 
role;s broken by circumstances beyond his 
control." (Getz and Zuck, p 84). 

The New Testament deals with the 
situation of the widowed individual in I 
Tim. 5:3-16. Verse three tells us to "give 
proper recognition to those widows who 
are really in need." We are to bear one 

another's burdens and the burdens of the 
widow or widower are great. 

Those who are widowed break down 
into two areas: the person without chil
dren and the ones with children. Each of 
these obviously face different problems. 
If a single does not have children then he 
or she is concerned with: 

1. Going on alone 
2. Need for help in making decisions 
3. Need for help in financial, investment 

and insurance matters 
4. Need for keeping up the automobile 
5. Need for help in finding a job 
6. If an ol.der person then a place of resi

dence may be needed 
If the widowed person has children then 

the above points fit plus those concerning 
children. The responsibilities of feeding, 
clothing, disciplining and teaching the 
children become even more important. The 
feelings of loneliness suffered by the 
single with children will be different than 
the single left completely alone. 

Needs of the divorced singles 
We must open our eyes. In 1970 the 

largest single group was the widowed, but 
not so since then. Because of the influ
en~e of our society divorce has been at 
epidemic proportions for the last ten 
years. One of every two marriages will 
end in divorce. Divorces outnumber mar
riages throughout the country. 

In most areas of the country the church 
has divorced the divorced. We have, 
whether by intention or not, refused to 
accept and reach out to the divorced in and 
out of the church. We must realize that the 
divorced in the church are still our breth
ren and those outside the church are still 
lost and in need of Christ. Brethren, all 
divorce is not against God's law. We must 
not be too hasty to judge. 

The needs of the divorced are peculiar 
to the divorced in many ways and a lot 
like the widowed in other ways: 

1. The friends of the divorced often re
ject him or her 

2. They have a feeling of not being 
whole or "part of a being" 

3. Grief 
4. Guilt 
5. Boredom 
6. The divorced person is often a single 

parent who is left alone to try to keep 
children fed, clothed, in school and off the 
street 

7. The divorced father may not wish to 
give up the role of father 

8. The divorced man or woman may have 
been dropped from the church roll im
mediately after the divorce, and so loses 
that source of help 

9. The attitude of the church toward di
vorce 

10. Children of the divorce continue to 
need the influence of both a mother and a 
father 

11. Need for direction in areas concern
ing finances 

12. Need for direction in areas concern
ing disciplining children 

13. Need for help in handling other 
everyday problems 

14. Need for finding a job 
15. The question of remarriage and a 

need to know if he or she can marry (in 
God's eyes). 

(Continued on page 11) 
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31st ANNUAL 
LECTURESHIP 
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. .. · ....... :··;· . ...... Richard Rogers 
: ·.'· :•:::~ ,><.,;:;~r:::~~;~i:-.~··~~·:~•-; ~ ;,,,;,••,.:_'';.;·•:-·:~;.;.:·;;...~.-..;,"'J'; )':< 

, WS'PreachJe§iJ$~ .· ~ .. " ... 
Lubbock,· Texas 

~,·· .... .. ttl~ Hone~P/;!Q,~~e$.L!S •.. ::.~i·;J> •.• ~ •. • • . ...• ~· g~ ............ Ronnie.Wh ite 
·· .=<·- :.{:.:-:_:::.:.-:::-:·.:_:;::·~ Oklahom·· ·a_· .. ·-·c,·ty Okla:.--\··ho· ma 

;'~:; : i ;:~;! \ ; ; > . ... ··•. . . . i . . . . . < . . ' ; ·. · ...• ·. /. • . . . 

rtu3.compss$lori6f'Jesus:~< . .................. ~ .......... Guy J. Ross, Jr. 
. . ·· ~·· · · · Edmond, Oklahoma 

!~~irf:t.~ble §J?{.'flP~~esus· \ ..... · .... ~ ........ ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harvey Porter 
.. :;.e.: : .. · .. .,_:··:f:' .. ·.·' · r\·.;.<... . ····· .. ········Albuquerque, New Mexico 

ff1~;lndignaticirj ofJesus ~ •. .. ." ............... : .. ~ .............. G.P. Holt 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

TheJoyfulness()f Jesus . ~ ................... ·.·/ ........... ~ ... Paul Faulkner 
'<'i~-i;i;< ;·<>., ,. FJ)tt ,,, .... , .. ········ ... Abilen~j:TE:)xas 
Th~'Perseveranqebf J(i$fl~l~ . ~· ... ; .. T •• ~ ••••••••. ·.~ .•.•.••• Clifton L. Ganus, Jr. 

Searcy, Arkansas 

-· 'fi:.:o_• •... rums,(i;lasses;''Women's Program, 
-Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinn~rs 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 



STEPS TO A SUCCESSFUL SINGLES' 
PROGRAM MEETING THE SINGLE'S 

NEEDS 

(Continued from page 9) 
Linda Lawson in her book Working 

with Single Adults in Sunday School, lists 
a different set of needs for the .divorced. 
She called her list "ten situations faced 
by the divorced:" 

1. Identity change 
2. Obsessive review of the past 
3. "It is different with me" 
4. Self pity 
5. Separation distress 
6. Social isolation 
7. Depression 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901·761-1350 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586-
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

25th Anniversary 

Homecoming 

WALNUT HILL 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

10550 Marsh Lane, Dallas 

February 7-8, 1981 

Housing provided 011 request 

Please call (214) 351·3731 

8. Euphoria 
9. Guilt feelings 
10. Anger 

As in the cases of the youth, the elderly, 
the handicapped, the preschool, the ele
mentary and the adults each group of 
singles has special needs. No group is the 
same. All have similar needs but each has 
peculiar needs. 

foe until you know what the foe looks 
like. Brethren, take time to understand 
the needs of the singles. Study, ask ques
tions--seek and you will find. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

We must have a good idea of the needs 
of the singles before we can ever hope to 
meet these needs. You cannot combat any ! 

1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254-4;;1836 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817 /429·1403 

CAMP SHILOH 
"Serving Inner City Children For Christ" 

30TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION BREAKFAST 
ACU Lectureship -February 25, 1981 - 6:45 a.m. 

RAMADA INN, ABILENE, TX. 

Yes, I'm planning to attend: 

Number attending: ---------
Nrume: _________________________________________ ___ 

Addr~s: _________________________________________ _ 

Telephone: 

Mail to: SHILOH, Box #767, King of Prussia, PA 19406, or phone (215) 265-8474 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year· intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For further 
information---eon tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P .0. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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HEACTION TH E OLOGY 

(Continued from page 8) 
into a position of denying the vital r ole o( 
the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian . 
Al though t here arc problems with some of 
the modern versions, it is an e:dremist re
action to exalt one vers ion as the only 
acceptable version for Christian consump
tion. We must be careful thai modern cir
cumstances surrounding the marriage
divorce situation do not become t he basis 
of our convictions on this issue. How 
many theological bel iefs arc lhc product 
of circumstances rather than sound con
victions? Our theology concerning grace 
should avoid the extremes of a "do your 
own thing" t heology on t he one hand and 
a harsh legalism on the other. 

There are many areas of concern as 
the church formul ates its spiritual em
phasis. The major problem with react ion 
theology is that it leads to equally er
roneous extremes. Paul's advice to the 
Corin thians is a sure safeguard against 
developing a reacLionist spirit. Examine 
yourselves, to see whether you are holding 
to your faith, test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that J esus Christ is in you?-un
less indeed you fail to meet the test (II 
Cor.13:5). 
P.O. Box 69, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

HOMECOMING MARKS 25 YEARS 

A Homecoming marking the 25th anni
versary of the founding of the Walnut 
Hill church, 10550 l\Iarsh Lane, Dallas, 
will be held Saturday and Sunday, Febru
ary 7 and 8, 1981. 

All former members are invi ted to join 
in this observance which a ll former pulpit 
ministers are planning to attend. 

Write or call collect (817) 756-543 1 

IMPERIAL WOODWORKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 7835. Dept. F. Waco, Texas 76710 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Infor mation, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Chl'istian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P .O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Ch1·ist 
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Jimmy Allen, Harding University, 
Searcy, Arkansas: In places where I have 
preached this year, there have been 133 
baptisms and 465 restorations. I still have 
three more weekend r evivals t his year. My 

new books The Foolishness of God (ser
mons) and Sm·vey of H cfn·ews (commen
tar y) are both off the 1ncss. They sell _for 
$6.00 and can be obtained from the Fnm 
Foundation or me. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APP LICATIONS N OW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or writ e: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 19 1-AUG ST :n, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - J immy Wood, Director of D!!velopment 

(214 ) 526-7715 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-0203 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWA RE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BU ILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
Smct- 1974 the N~arlo. Church of Chr·~• hJ~ operated Aletht••• School 
Th(' .,chool haspro\'en to be an ouhiJndmg toot tor ~prt•adtng 
the mfluence of Chri ~1 •n Dela\•~ottre. The school now •nclude\ ~ 
da\··c.Jre through g rade 5, bulthc new factlllu!) m.tdc poso,1bl(• by IIHS 
bond program , ... ,u perm II expans•on lhrough grade 8. Bond tnlormallon 
Pays 10'-o 10h,, 11,, Dated March 1, 1980 Dul• Sen.JII y. Malurtng & monllh 10 
lS )C!lrS.. Offt'nng madt• by pro\pC'Ciuo;. only. 1111 P''''Pc.'c tu' w mht~m.Jrmn (flnt.H r 
'•"'lo'l.ul. Chuu hnl (hu'l 111 ~.iltmlhurth Mu.ad '""'"'"· l>t'l•~•tl" 1'}.1 1 I J011 7Ji•.l781 

FIRM FOUN DATION-JANUARY 13, 1981 



PREPARING FOR MY 12TH 
TRIP TO INDIA 

J. C. Bailey 
On April 25, 1963 I arrived in India 

the first time. On November 3, 1980 I 
shall leave for India again. This is my 12th 
trip. Twice I stayed more than 3 years. I 
was nearly 60 years of age when I went 
to India. I am now past 77 years of age. 
Twice I came home from India very sick 
but God raised me up both times. I have 
been in India all or part of every year 
since 1963 except the year 1967. 

Brother Chas. E. Scott and I will be 
going at the same time. There are two 
brethren going with him. A grand daugh
ter of mine is going with me and also 
Brother Roger J eal of Kenora, Ontario. 

My book THE PLAN OF SALVATION 
HAS BEEN PRINTED TWICE IN 
TELUGU. Now it is translated into 
Hindi. We have some money for this pur
pose but we need more. Our sponsoring 
church is Raytown Church of Christ, Box 
9373, Raytown, Mo. 64133. 
114 6th Ave. S.W., Dauphin, Manitoba, 
R7N 1 W2, Canada 
'e...,.....,......,.. ...... ~...,.......,......._, • ...,..~...,-c...,.....,...l 

~ PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
i Write or call for free estimate. ~ 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
[ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 

l------~:_~~--~~~----_J 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES /·STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORYOI~~ECT . 
FOR FREE CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800·527 -8438 '( ! 

TEXAS CALL COLLECT 214-S86-1S04"' · 
OR WRITE 

r. SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
-~ BOX 1308 ·:·,JACKSONVILLE. TX 7!5766 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
lYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

lubboc~Texas 79408 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

Here's Why! 
This Missionary from another continent says it better than 
most. He tells why every family in the congregation where 
you worship should be receiving the Firm Foundation 
every week. Read this unaltered and unedited paragraph 
from his letter: 

I have been on the mission field for about three years now. 
All of that time I have taken the FF and have really en
joyed it for several reasons. First, it keeps me up to date 
on what is happening in the brotherhood. Second and most 
important it is a means of my personal spiritual growth. I 
just read the majority of the paper and really did learn a 
lot. I guess you may wonder why I am relating this to you, 
well I suppose I should just say thanks ... It is a pleasure 
to sit down and read articles written by preachers and 
elders and other Christian men and women which deal 
with the issues of the day and supply fresh viewpoints for 
all of us. It is a pleasure to read fine articles on evolution, 
expository preaching, evangelism, christian attitudes and 
general news all in the same issue. It allows me time to 
think and question and have some quiet time to let others 
teach me. Here, we are the preachers and tea~hers, 
we have few workshops and lectureships where we can 
go to "charge up," but the FIRM FOUNDATION really 
helps, it teaches ME and gives me time to learn. For the 
last several years I have filed every article from the FF 
and they have become of lasting use to me. My preach· 
ing, teaching and personal life have been very positively 
affected by the FIRM FOUNDATION. I appreciate it. ... 

We believe in its value so strongly we are willing to make a 
sizeable contribution to your congregation if you will try 
it. Regular subscriptions are $10 per year. We will con
tribute $4 for every family if the church will contribute 
$6 and let's see what it can do in your congregation. Send 
the Firm Foundation to every family every week for $6 per 
family. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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OCC TEAM HEADS FOR BOLIVIA 

In 1983, a mission team of six couples 
will leave for LaPaz, Bolivia . All sL" of 
these couples graduated f rom Oklahoma 
Christ ian College. They include Karl and 
Darla King and their two children, J ack 
and Melody McBroom and their two chil
dren, J oe and Alice J oy Taylor, Jimmy 
and J an Rodgers, Earl and Denise Fultz 
and Ken and Sherrif Hines. Currently 
Karl and Earl are preaching f ull time, 

Jack is in youth ministry work, and J oe, 
Ken and Jinm1y are attending gr aduate 
school. 

Until now there has been no mission 
wor k done in LaPaz, a city of well ovet· 
one mi ll ion souls. However, denomina
t ional efforts have produced incr edible r e
sults. 

For mor e information write : LaPaz 
Mission Team, P.O. Box 929, Kerrville, 
Texas 78028. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

T HE EVANGELIST was a 
mo nthly publi catio n sent out 
to speak to tho usands o f the 
pro b lems and questio ns o f 
those who st ruggled to free 
themselves fro m the bo ndage 
of deno minat io n alism. 

" che writing of Walter Score con
tains che same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching. " 

- Don DeWelt 

price $99.95 

H ere in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings o f Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a t ime paym ent plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 6 10, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send _ _ set (s) The Evangelist 'a $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5o/o sales tax). 

N ame ___ _ ___ ____________ _________ _ 

Addr~~--------------------------------

Cit)'--------------Stat~-------Zip ______ _ 

tgn.tlur~ -------- - --- -------------- ---
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SUNSET SOHOOL OF PRE ACHING 
Basic Ministerial P rogram 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

P eople 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

B enefits 
contact 

Tho Director--3728 84tJt Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bre ad for com
munion purposes. Eleve n wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinite ly. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price : Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $ 1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Indiana 
Convention Center 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

July 30-August 1 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Willard Collins 
G. P. Holt 

Jeff Walling 
Wayne Kilpatrick 

Jerry Jones 
S. T. W. Gibbs, Jr. 

EVANGELISTIC SPEAKER: 

Jimmy Allen 

POST OA'ICE BOX 188 
FRANKUN. INDIANA 441131 

FI RM FOU NDATION- JANUARY 13, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeklng work or congregations seekinll' preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Ev:mgelism-Missions 
Excet~tional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 . .........;;P~.M.:;;::;;.. _____ _ 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN, Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA!I, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASK.-;A:..=_..::.:..._A.N==c=u=-::O~R~...,.A--=G"""E=--c""'-~H::-:UR=--=c""H=--o=F 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DobiiD Road 

PleasaDtoD, CallforDia 941S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May,· 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM""'o-=-N'="s,.......,F""R"'o""""'M="""'s=-=u""N==s=E"=T=--o-n....,.9.,...0 -m......,..in_u....,te_c_a_s-se-:t7"te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2482 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. -
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2686: 

Paul H11rper, 473-8228. 
~R=EL="'='IG~I,...O,....,U=s.,.-~B::.,;O::,;O::,:;K.,..:S;::;:;:BOUGH:=T=-. ..;:::;w~ay-n-e--:S::-:te-phens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
1\loDterrey, Mexlcoa Ave. FuDdlcloDes 109 

"A" OTE. Frace. Baenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evan~Jellsta 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. CaJI 883-2550 or W. P, Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~ellst 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call {916) 885-5776. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, Indies 
and youth programs, etc. available on l_k Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(1\larion D. Owens, Director) 
BREWER~MAIN&="24CCe~n-te_r__,S,...,.t-.,--=--v"".F=--=.w=-. -=u=all. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. -2205 E. Mor~:"nD Ave., 
U.S. 400 Emat Oppofdte K-1\lnrt. Offl~ 4'f'f• 
S2'Tl, Dobby Wncle, 1\llo, 4'16-4050. 
HOW FAMILIES CAN COPE WITH CANCEii 
For your free copy to read and share, send a long, 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: Caring, Box 
1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want ToDay: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-982-8383. 
YU.!UA, ARIZ., Gin ,V, 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working 
congregation of 20 with a new building. Fantastic 
growth potential, rapidly growing community. Major 
denominational influence in area Is Mormonism. 
Partial support available. Write: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 1028, S1>ringerville, Arizona 85938 or call 
Ken Lucio (602) 333-4840 or Rex Lee (602) 333-2867. 
--HOUSEPARENTS-NEEDEJi'AT.MEDI~ 

CHILDREN'S HOME 
Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
Rebuilt Multilith Offset Printing Press. Used oniy 
a few hours. $2500. Heber Springs, AR Ph. (501) 
362- 6777. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ, C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57, San 
Benito, Te."'!:as. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home and utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 56, Springfield, 
Colorado. You mny contact Gene Pope 303-523_-4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"' 6 pews 6'9": and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ, P .0. Box 160, Gustine, 
Te."'!:as 76455 or call AC 916 #667-4321. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is In need of a Campus 
Minister to work full time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 485, Monticello, Arkansas 
71655. 
MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ, Riverside, California. 
Contact: Robert S. Rash, 2962 Brockton A.Ye., River
side, CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
WE REBIND CHERISHE.::;D~B:-;,I=B""L-=E=-=S---:--w--:ri~te--=fo-r--=fr-ee 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485; 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
WANTED: Full time preacher for congregation of 
35 in small town. Residence and utilities furnished. 
Salary negotiable but supplemented income de
sirable. Contact Church of Christ, Oakwood, Texas. 
75855. Tel. 545-2343. 
Preacher wanted June 1. Sound man with emphasis 
on personal work and leadership for mission area 
in P A. Must haYe pome support or we will try to 
help right man find some outside support. Send 
resume, photo, references and tape sermons. Church 
of Christ, Box 735, Franklin, PA. 1632...;;.3•;__ __ _ 

RETIRED PREACHERS, would you like for your 
personal library to be a blessinsc to others for many 
years to come? Consider donating your books to 
the Bristol Road School of Biblical Studies in Flint, 
Michigan, where they will be used to train gospel 
preachers. We will pay all shipping charges and 
furnish you with a receipt for the value of your 
library. For more information, write to: Bristol 
Road Church of Christ, SBS, 1315 West Bristol 
Road, Flint, Michigan, 48507. 
Available: Experienced gospel preacher. Excellent 
references available. Contact Gary Greene at 4718 
LonJtWorth (317-645-6128). 

INVESTIGATES Tbe Firm FoondntloD 
trlea to screen advertiRing. aDd will Dot 
kDowlugly tnke qoestlonnhle ndvertlaiD~:". 
But It Is the render's reapoD&Iblllty to ID
veRtl~:"nte. Like noy other pnpt"r, we some
times UDwlttln~:"I'Y ruD nD onwortby ad. 
As the old snylog goes, before you Invest, 
In ,.e,.tl~:"ate I 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

STEVE CARRELLS TO WORK 
IN NORTHERN JAPAN 

Steve and Debbie Carrell, who for the 
past eighteen months' have been working 
in the Tokyo area, and sponsored by the 
Fairlawn church in Muncie, Indiana, have 
recently moved to Hokkaido-the north
ernmost island of Japan to begin a work 
in the capital city of Saparo. Working 
with them will be the Steve Hashbrouck 
family. Steve Carrell, having grown up 
in Japan as the son of a missionary fami
ly is especially fitted for this work. The 
new address is: 1-J o, 8-Chome, 271, Nishi
oka, Toyohira-ku, Postal code 062, Japan. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

SJ395 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 
Ready Soon 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 
I 

Are Included In This Volume 

Publication date - February 1, 1981 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful , these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
0 0 0 

msp1nng. 

Send your order in NOW . .. Still the san1.e low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
PoO. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10% . (Texas residents add 5o/o sales ta.x.) 

Name _____________________________________________________ __ 

Address. _ __________________________________________________ _ 

City _ _ __________ _ _____ _ _ State. _____ _ --""'P·----
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THE EASTERN EUROPEAN PRINTING MINISTRY 
is fina lly settled in permanent quarters. About 275 
people from Austri11 and t he U.S. gathered to 
celebrate. Five ye11rs 11go tho K11thleen McGehee 
Trust of J11cksonvillo, Fla., provided funds for the 
purch11se of machinery to be used to print Bibles, 
New Test11ments and Scripture portions to go into 
Eastern Europe. The Bamol Road congregation in 
Houston oversees t he printing ministry. Top left 
presents Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Houston, representing 
the McGehee Trust with Gwen Hensley (left) who 
heads up the printing work. Bottom: A part of the 
crowd present on tho opening day of the new 
plant in Vienn11, Austria. 
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Sleeping Through the Storm 

It is no easy task to be prophet to the fallen systems 
of this world. Like Jonah of old the church is tempted 
to flee the awful mandate of the Lord and head for 
Tarshish _instead. In the decade of the seventies the 
church occupied ·herself with every pursuit that re
lieved her of the commission to address Nineveh. We 
must change our direction in the coming decade. 

When God sends the church as his emissary to the 
Lost there is no way it can dodge responsibility. Blend
ing in with a pagan society will damn us and failure to 
occupy a prophetic position will damn us. The church is 
caught between the two positions without a third al
ternative, except to stand apart from the world and 
speak to it for the Lord. 

At this point in history society is a Nineveh whose 
sins justly merit its total destruction. The entire edu
cational process has been turned to serve the interests 
of hedonism and materialism. The cultural structure 
has given way under the impact of drugs and easy 
abortion. The spiritual underpinning has been under
mined by a breakdown in •morals and the almost dis
appearance of Christian ethics. To a great extent the 
church has yielded to its environment. There is not a 
lot of difference between the church and the world 
in which it operates. Even the church is demanding 
thta whatever proclamation of the gospel there is be 
watered down until it is not offensive to the world. 
Jesus Christ is rejected by the world, not because of 
the boldness with which his teachings are proclaimed 
by his disciples, but because of the timidity with which 
the church is responding to the world's challenge. 

The very silence of the church has helped to usher 
in an age in which anything goes. Filth on television, 
radio, and in the press is simply seven devils occupying 
a house that was swept and garnished. If the church 
had filled the vacuum we would not be wringing our 
hands over what has happened. The moral chaos is 
there because the church did not challenge the godless 
assumptions of the hedonistic mind. We even go further, 
and leaders in the church challenge the soundness of 
even the few among us who dare to call the hand of 
materialistic scientism. We who live in this age may 
answer in the judgement for the church's prophetic 
silence. 

The humanists are busy dehumanizing the world 
and seeking to reduce man to the status of mere matte~ 
-to be manipulated at will, and terminated by eu
thanasia. The church is asleep in the hold of the status-
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quo. Too few and too feeble are the voices raised as 
Nineveh sinks deeper into its hopeless state. If and 
when Nineveh is spared, it probably will not be be
cause of anything the church has done. We have kidded 
ourselves into believing that the world has rejected the 
gospel because of its own hard-heartedness and per
verse sin. That is not true. The world has not even 
heard, because we have not prophesied. The church 
doesn't even give the world anything to repent of. 

When something like the above is printed, or spoken 
from the pulpit, the church usually becomes defensive 
and complains that it hasn't been coddled and compli
mented and encouraged enough. Until the church re
pents the world can hardly be expected to. It is our 
experience that the world in geenral is more ready to 
repent than the church is. We sit under our gourd 
vine anticipating God's damnation of the world. If we 
have not the strength to stand against a world we 
claim is sinful, how can we expect to convert it? 

We seriously doubt that the church really compre
hends what is implied by our non-prophetic pose. As 
Israel of old still offered its sacrifices, but on heathen 
altars; and still worshipped, but addressed that wor
ship to multiple gods, so do we. We are trying to undo 
the tangle caused by sin without addressing its roots. 
We want a religion that fits snugly into our comfort
able lives, and we want to head for the port of our 
choice. We fail to recognize that Jonah's unfaithful
ness was the cause of the storm. We want to have our 
own way if it sinks the boat. -

We are bringing into the church a generation that 
really has no prophetic standard by which it can 
measure its own authenticity. Shall it be true to the 
church as it is; shall it be true to the society in which 
it was reared; or shall it be true to the faithful to the 
prophetic ministry so clearly enunciated ·in the scrip
tures? We believe the church has a lot of soul-searching 
to do in the eigbteies. Our evangelical preaching and 
our non-evangelical· practice do not match. Our dearth 
of evangelization of the world is a symptom of some
thing. far more serious. The storm will get worse as 
time goes by, and we should not tempt God to throw 
us overboard to stop it. If the church sleeps through 
the storm, the very fact that it can sleep while the 
storm rages is a ba.d omen. 
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Ghecks 
and 

'Balances 
PERRY C. COTHAM 

With each day's visit by the mailman, I am brought a small 
stack of what most would call "junk mail." Most of this mail 
consists of mimeographed newsletters, magazines, appeal let
ters, and other solicitations for cash donations and pledges for 
support for various Christian institutions and enterprises. 
Rather than cluttering my desk with impersonal correspondence 
to r~ad at some future date, my current habit is to discard un
opened all letter-size envelopes that are not posted first-class. 
Occasionally, in the last several weeks, I have pondered trends 
in individual contributions and what patterns of stewardship, if 
any, should be followed by individual Christians. 

In contemporary evangelical circles there is a trend toward 
individualized contributing. The number of parachurch orga
nizations and special projects are many and varied and obvious
ly there are millions of beneyolent-minded, conservative Ameri
cans who are willing and able to offer substantial financial 
support. The best example of this is the emergence in the 1970s 
of the "electronic church," the media's name for the varied fare 
of religious programming with its many popular evangelists 
pleading fervently for money for their programs and pet proj
ects. Religious broadcasting in this country is big business; it 
raises over one-half billion doiiars per ·year. Mainline Protestant 
denominations are feeling the pinch and have criticized the 
electronic church for robbing their pews and coffers of people 
and money. Individuals have vast sums of money that in previ
ous generations would have been channeled through the local 
church, but now are donated to underwrite the onerous financial 
burden of such projects as Schuller's Crystal Cathedral, Bak
ker's Heritage Viiiage, Roberts' City of Faith, Robertson's CBN 
University, and Falwell's Liberty Baptist College and political 
efforts with the Moral Majority-ventures that make medieval 
excesses in cathedral building seem less significant. The major 
organizations keep a computerized mailing list and those who 
respond to an offer for literature or a gift are added to the list 
and are then mailed what appears to be personal letters signed 
by the celebrity evangelist. 

On a much smaller scale the same phenomenon has been devel
oping in our brotherhood. If you, like myself, take one or more 
religious periodicals or journals, or are an alumnus of a Chris
tian school, you have likely been subjected to appeals for con-

tributions. There are many worthy causes-Christian schools 
and colleges, orphanages, homes for aged, marriage and family 
counselling services, journals, mission projects, special cam
paigns and causes, Bible translation and distribution projects, 
famine and other disaster relief funds, and new and old broad
cast ministries. Some project leaders have paid handsomely to 
engage a consulting firm for assistance in fund-raising. One 
cannot deny the emotive appeal of many of the solicitations. 
Admittedly, my experience here has been limited, but some 
adult Christians "have told me they could not wholeheartedly 
endorse certain "works" budgeted by their local elders and sub
sequently they have decreased their giving to the home con
gregation in order to give privately to favorite projects. 

There is no suggestion here that there is any heresy or im
propriety in such a trend, if a trend it be. While we are com
manded to give according to the level of our prosperity, there is 
no command that all the money or energy we expend be given to 
the local congregation. As individual Christians we all have 
special projects and arenas of service that, for personal reasons, 
have captured our love and interest. Many of us are indebted to 
some Christian school, institution, or mission outreach and want 
to share our blessing with others who may foiiow our steps. But 
I wonder if we are moving to a point where giving will become 
increasingly personalized and private and, as a result, a much 
lower percentage of money will be given to support the local 
congregation? Will parachurch organizations become more pow
erful than our local congregations? Will there be a shift in 
control of decision-making about allocation of resources? Will 
competition for private contributions breed questionable and 
even unethical means of solicitation? Is there full accounting for 
funds received by organizations and project leaders? Where 
should be our priorities in giving? Do we need to teach our fel
low Christians to be more hard-nosed in their giving and to be 
more loyal and involved in support of the work of the local 
congregation? Do elderships need to consult more carefully 
their membership in planning the annual budget for which they 
expect enthusiastic support? 

I forward no thesis here, but I believe these questions deserve 
careful consideration. 

Westwood Church of Christ, McMinnville, TN 37100 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Joys of a Growing Faith 
0. H . TABOR 

"Increase our faith" (Lu. 17 :5) 
What a joy it is to be where faith l ives and acts by love 

through consecrated lives ! How pleasant it is to live where the 
joys of faith are evident, where faith is ever growing and its 
propects are great. Wherever such living is seen, there God is 
being glorified and people are happy. 

Every growing Christian is searching for a deeper measure 
of faith. We pray f or a stronger hold upon God and the Lord 
J esus Christ. We pray for a wider spread of living faith to in
clude every child in the family of God, which will r esult in beau
tiful fellowship and sweet communion. 

J esus recognized, in his associat ion, that there were people 
with different measures of fa ith. He said to his disciples, "0 
you of little faith" (Matt. 6 :30). In them, at first, he saw little, 
weak, feeble faith but he didn't "kick them out" or abuse t hem. 
He encouraged them and helped them grow and the record 
shows tha t they became s trong. Jesus said to the people follow
ing him, concerning the faith of the centurian, "I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith" (Matt. 8:10). No one has 
a corner on faith for here was an "outsider" who had a growing, 
expanding dynamic f a ith. Whatever measure of fa ith one may 
have it must be used or it will die. When faith is weak, feed it, 
put it to work and it will become stronger. 

Fai th must have the r ight object or i t is of no value a t a ll. 
The kind of faith t hat brings joy is not faith in a program, a 
system, a creed or a tradition. J esus said, "Have faith in God" 
(Mk. 11:22). Again, he said, "Ye believe in God, believe also in 
me" (Jno. 14:1). Faith is tastened onto and placed into Deity. 
Thus means must be used, but means must not be the object of 
trust but only the ditches we dig that God f ills. We can t rust 
God, for he said, "My covenants and promises I will never 
break" (Ps. 89 :34) . The object of fai th is one who cannot lie, 
who will not change and who cannot fail. 

A growing faith r esul ts f rom the soul's touch with God. The 
signs of faith are evident in every soul who possessas it, for the 
faithful life is built upon solid grounds. As we proceed to search 
for the grounds of a living faith we see that "Faith comes by 
hearing and hea ring by the word of God " (Rom. 10 : 17). The 
word, of which he speaks, is the incorrupt ible seed, that lives 
and abides forever, 1 Peter 1:21. John, shows that fa it h is based 
upon the written word when h e said, "Jesus did many other 
miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe 
that J esus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name" (John 20:30-31). The word of 
God, upon wl1ich living faith is based, will stand forever for it is 
settled in heaven, Psalm 119:89. It is a sure word and it is able 
to build you up and make you strong for it is the life-giving 
seed and there can be no life without it. 

We have seen the measures of faith, the object of faith and 
the ground of faith, now let us search for the secrets of a thriv
ing, dynamic, working fai th. In a sense, faith is a gift of God 
because God gives the mental capacity for it, reveals the true 
object for it, and furnishes the means and opportunities for 
studying tbe evidence essent ia l to produce it in the heart. F a ith 
is esssentia lly an unmeritorious act. One has said, f aith is the 
simplest act of the mind, and an act for which man has a strong 
propensity; he has never taken credit for it; he never can. There 
is no virtue in believing . This essentially unmeritorious act is 
itself the gift of God, in the sense in wh ich knowledge is a gift. 
The real secret is in the fact that a soul is in touch with God 
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and that the Spirit dwells within and 1n·oduces fruit in t he life. 
Faith, like the plant, will not grow a nd thrive without cult iva
tion. F a ith grows by means of what it feeds upon and this is in 
harmony with the principles of the law of growth in God's mate
rial realm for nothing can come from nothing. F aith will not 
grow by our wishing it to grow for as the plant it must l1ave 
proper care and nourishment. Some take out their fa ith, so to 
speak, and h·y to do something to make it grow, to improve it , 
but we must forget our faith and look at J esus Chris t and our 
faith will grow, unconsciously. Faith grows by exercising it . This 
is just as true in the spir itual realm as in the physical. Some haYe 
weak faith because they do not put their faith to use. As a boy, 
I used to look at t he great anns of the blacksmith in t he little 
town wher e we often went on Saturdays. One might ask him, 
" What made your arms so sh·ong?" Perhaps he would say 
not.hing, but keep watching and the secret of his strength is 
known. So, it is with the Christian, keep hammering away and 
you faith will grow and you will be stronger each day. 

We ha\·e found the measu t·es, object, grounds and secret of a 
living faith, now let us see the s igns of faith. How do we know 
that a church is a faithful church ? Paul tells us about a con
gregation that was showing the sig ns of a living fai th , "The 
Lord's message rang out from you not onl y in Macedonia and 
Achaia-your faith in God has become known everywhere. 
Therefore we do not need to say anything about it" (I Thess. 
1 :8) . What they wer e doing became a s ign of great faith. Faith 
is always known by what it docs. The spi rit ua l health of a per
son or congregation shows in activity. The frui t of the Spirit is 
seen : love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, f aithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control Gal. 5 :22-23. Where faith lives there 
is less doubt less torrents of fear, more bearing up to trial , and 
sorrows. As we see them suffer we ask, How can they take it? 
They have a firm hold upon the unseen and in many cases they 
transcend the temporal and have a relying trust in Almighty 
God. They bear the sign of deeper devotion to God and their 
prayers in '))Ublic and private. We ar c near to God just in pro
por tion as we haYe fai th in him and trust his hand in our af
fairs of life. People work with gt·eater heart when they really 
believe, for when we exercise a strong trust in God we have 
strong ener gies for doing his w ill. Warmer love in the heart is 
a s ign of a strong faith. When one trusts Christ, more truly, 
one feels the power of his love more deeply and they love him in 
return and then this love reaches out to all the people around 
them. When we see people who are able to turn t heir lives, 
more and more into t he hands of God, we see t he sign of a living 
faith. When the soul trusts God to work things out there comes 
into the heart the ease, peace and rest for which we long. We 
can say with great assurance, "I know whom I have believed, 
and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have e ntrusted 
to him for that day" (2 Tim. 1:12). We can say, "Here Lord I 
am Lord, what is left of my days, you are t he potter, I am the 
clay, take me, make me, mould me after thy will, while I am 
yielded, waiting and still." When one thus submits to the hands 
of God, e\·eryone a round knows it and one becomes a blessing 
in example. Such a faithful life is the greatest sermon on earth. 
F ait hful people enjoy great heart in service, t hey build up the 
brothers, they lead the way through dark paths, they show oth
ers how to stand pat iently a nd they glor ify the Holy Father and 
his Son. These j oin hands and hearts with brothers who are 
marching home to glory with j oy and happiness. 0 how we 
glorify God when our faith is a growing faith I 
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One of the major problems in our na
tion, one of the biggest diseases that af
fects man, is loneliness. It is a problem 
not just in our nation and the world but 
within the church. Loneliness is not ;, dis
ease in the nonnal sense of the word. It is 
not something warned about by a doctor 
or even something doctors can treat. Lone
lin~ss is something very critical, though. 
I~ Is something that is very painful. It is a 
disease that is hard to detect. One thing 
that makes high blood pressure so danger
ous is that there is often no symptoms. 
One can have it and not know it until it 
grows acute. Loneliness is the same way. 
You see a person all alone. Is he lonely? 
Maybe, but perhaps he's enjoying the 
peace and quiet '!or a moment. You see a 
person in the midst of a thousand people. 
Is he lonely? How can he be when sur
rounded by so many people? But, often 
the most lonely are those in the midst of 
people. It's ironic, but most of our lonely 
people live in our largest cities. 

Loneliness is one thing all Christians 
are going to face. In Numbers 23:9 
Balaa;m describes Israel as, "a people 
dwellmg alone, and not reckoning itself 
among the nations." Israel was alone 
because of her righteousness. She was 
alone because she did not engage in the 
s~e things the world engaged in. Chris
tians are almost guaranteed loneliness 
because of their righteousness. Loneliness 
is often a sign of righteousness. Since 
loneliness is a part of the Christian life it 
is important that God's people know how 
to deal with it. God has given us several 
examples in the Bible from which we can 
learn several lessons. 

One of the greatest lessons is that 
which Elijah teaches in I Kings 19. The 
story begins with his confrontation with 
the prophets of Baal in chapter 18. On 
Mt. Carmel Elijah challenged 450 prophets 
of Baal to a CQ!ltest. They prepared a 
sacrifice to Baal and called on him to light 
the fire. They called a~d called, danced, 
cut themselves, and nothing happened. Eli
jah prepared a sacrifice and after dousing 
it with water again and again he called 
upon the Lord. God answered his prayer 
and the sacrifice was burned up. 

No doubt Elijah envisioned Israel turn
ing back to God. He saw the people tear
ing down the altars of Baal and worship
ping God again. He had proved to the peo
ple beyond any doubt that Baal was no 
God. He had showed them the true God in 
heaven. But, instead of a mass revival all 
Elijah did was to make Jezebel angry. 
She sought his life. He was forced to flee. 
We find Elijah hundreds of miles away on 
Mt. Horeb. Forty days have passed and 
he says to God, "I have been very jealous 
for the Lord, the God of hosts; ; for the 
people of Israel have forsaken thy cove
nant, thrown down thy altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life to 
take it away." Elijah was a lonely man. 

Face a great disappointment as Elijah 
had just done. Spend 40 days alone on a 
mountain without seeing anyone. Then 
read Elijah's words, "I only am left" and 
you get the feeling with which he uttered 
those words. 

God did something for Elijah that is im-

Loneliness 
CHARLES S. YOUNG 

portant for us to notice. First, he re
minded Elijah he was not alone. HE, the 
LORD, was with him. He gave Elijah 
phy~ical evidence of this. He passed by in 
a wmd, an earthquake, a fire, then in a 
still small voice. Then God told him there 
were 7000 in Israel who had not worship
ped Baal. He was not the only one left! 
He had a fellowship of believers to work 
with. 

When beset by loneliness it would do us 
all good to remind ourselves of these two 
things. First, we are not alone because 
God is with us. Second, we have a fellow
ship of believers that we can seek out for 
company. When it comes to loneliness the 
Christian life is kind of a paradox. "He 
who finds his life will lose it; he who 
loses his life will find it." The greatest, 
Jesus taught, would be the "servent." The 
Christian life by its very nature demands 
that the Christian endure some loneliness. 
But, at the same time the Christian life 
offers the greatest cure for loneliness/ 
That cure is the fellowship of God and the 
fellowship of believers. 

Adam is pictured as a lonely man. God 
says it is not good that man should live 
"alone." Thus, woman is created for him. 
One truth that comes across in the pas
sage is that continual loneliness is not 
good. It is alright to be alone for awhile. 
Momentary solitude is good, but continual 
loneliness is not good. Man has a basic 
need for fellowship. Solomon wrote of 
man's need for fellowship in Ecclesiastes· 
4:9-12. It is one of the most beautiful pas
sages on fellowship in the Bible. Solomon 
writes it not just to tell us that fellow
ship is desirable. But the emphasis is that 
we should seek it out. 

Paul was another lonely man who is an 
example to us. His loneliness is best seen 
in 2 Timothy 4. Paul does not say, "I'm 
lonely;" he does say he is "alone." If one 
reads the passage carefully and captures 
the feeling of the verses Paul is obviously 
lonely. 

We can learn several things about Paul's 
loneliness. First, Paul is lonely because of 
his faith. The reason he is in jail is his 
faith. The reason he is about to die is be
cause of the love he has for Christ. Paul 
had committed no crime; he had done no 
wrong. The Christian life by its very na
ture often calls upon the Christian to en
dure loneliness. 

Second, we can see from the passage 
Paul did not want the loneliness. It had 
not been created by his own desires. He 
did send Tychicus to Ephesus but that is 
the only one named whom he sent away. 
Everyone else who left him left of their 
own accord. Notice how he talks about 
Demus. He says Demus deserted "me." He 
did not say Demus deserted the Lord. 
Maybe it suggests that often when we are 
lonely, depressed, feeling deserted, we take 
things personally. The picture I get is that 

Demus had a serious problem in his rela
tionship with the Lord. Demus was not 
deserting Paul as much as he was desert
ing the Lord. When lonely it is important 
that we try and keep things in their right 
perspective. It is obvious Paul did not 
want the loneliness he felt because of the 
way he plea~ with Timothy to come. In 
verse 9 he says to come "soon." Then, in 
verse 21 he repeats his plea and adds to 
come "before winter." It is almost as if he 
is saying that "soon" is not soon enough. 

A third thing to notice about Paul and 
hi~ lonelin~ss is that he sought the feUow
shtp of beltevers while lonely. This was his 
cure. He wanted to be with Timothy, Luke, 
Mark, and others. Yes, he even wanted 
Mark, the one he had had trouble getting 
along with before. Paul sought to ease his 
loneliness by seeking the fellowship of 
the church. · 

The last thing to notice is that Paul 
recognized the presence of the Lord. In 
verses 16-17 he says at his trial all desert
ed him, "but the Lord stood by me and 
gave me strength." In verse 18 he adds 
"The Lord will rescue me from every evii 
... " Paul was able to see that the Lord 
was with him. This is a significant truth. 
Read 2 Corinthians 11 where Paul talks 
about a.!l the t~ings. he had been through 
for Chnst. N ot1ce he never mentions lone
liness. 

Paul's loneliness suggests the same 
remedy that Elijah and Adam suggested: 
when lonely seek the fellowship of God 
and of fellow believers. It is appropriate 
to look at Jesus. In Matthew 26 shortly 
before his death Jesus experienced loneli
ness. He goes to the garden to pray. He 
knows his death is at hand. He doesn't 
want to die. He stands alone. 
. The fact that he was lonely is suggested 
1s verse 36 as he goes to the garden of 
Gethsemane. The garden was a lonely 
place. It was a place of solitude. Jesus had 
often gone there when he wanted to be 
alone. His last, lonely hour was spent in 
the quietness of Gethsemane. The loneli
ness he felt is suggested in verse 31 as 
Jesus tells his disciples all will forsake 
him. Jesus knew no one would stand by 
him. Just knowing that no doubt created 
an empty feeling within as he knew he 
would stand alone. On the cross Jesus 
cried out, "My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me." Even in the garden 
Jesus knew the cross would be a lonely 
experience. 

Jesus did two things to help him with 
his loneliness. First, he went to the garden 
with his disciples. He went to a part of 
the garden with Peter, James, and John. 
He sought the fellowship of believers. He 
sought to be with those he was closest to. 
They were not able to provide the help he 
needed, but he still sought their fellow
s~ip. The church sometimes cannot pro
vide the help we need, but it is important 
that we seek the fellowship anyway. The 
second thing Jesus did was to pray. He 
sought the fellowship of God, the Father. 
Jesus' example suggests the same cure for 
loneliness-the fellowship of God and the 
fellowship of your brothers and sisters in 
Christ! 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, Michigan 
49601. 

5 [37] 



The Paulicians 
MONROE E. HAWLEY 

Students of the American Restoration 
Movement have long been interested in 
other efforts to restore apostolic Chris
tianity. '.Fhat there have been many such 
groups through the centuries is quite 
clear, although no chain of churches can 
be established. However, the nature and 
success of these movements in reproducing 
New Testament Christianity is often ob
scure~ Much of the difficulty stems from 
inadequate documentation. Frequently 
they are known to history only through 
the eyes of their enemies. 

One of the more important struggles to 
reproduce the original is that of the 
Paulicians. They played a prominent role 
in church history from the sixth through 
the ninth centuries and existed as late as 
the nineteenth century. They are usually 
represented as being Manichaeans which 
they vehemently denied. 

The Paulieians of the Middle Ages were 
found in Armenia and in the eastern ex
tremities of the Byzantine Empire. Chang
ing political circumstances often altered 
their situation. For a period in the eighth 
and ninth centuries the Paulicians in 
Byzantium were actually favored by the 
emperors and briefly in the ninth century 
there was even a Paulician state on the 
Euphrates. At times they fought with the 
Muslims against the Byzantine Empire. 
Most of the time they were terribly per
secuted. Mosheim states that on one occa
sion the Byzantine empress Theodora had 
100,000 killed by a variety of terrible tor
tures. 

In order to understand the Paulieians' 
place in medieval history, it is necessary 
to define three ideologies which bear on 
the matter-Adoptionism, Manichaeanism, 
and Iconoclasm. 

Adoptionism 
Early in the post-apostolic church the 

Monarchian . doctrine of Christ arose. 
Later called Adoptionism, this was the idea 
that while Jesus was not the son of God 
by nature and birth, he became God's son 
by: adoption at his baptism. Some adop
tionists seemed to deny the deity of Christ. 
One of the foremost of this persuasion was 
Paul of Samosata. He was bishop of An
tioch on the Orontes from 260-269 until 
being deposed by a church council for his 
Monarchian views. An adoptionist con
troversy in Spain and among the Franks 
also occurred in the eighth century. 

Manichaeanism 
Maniehaeanism was a new religion 

based on the teachings of Mani, a third 
century Persian who sought to harmonize 
Persian philosophy and Christianity. It 
was dualistic, picturing The Ruler of 
Light (God of the New Testament) en
gaged in a great struggle with The Prince 
of Darkness (~ of the Old Testament). 
It was docetic in that Christ did not as
sume human form, but only appeared to do 
so. His death was in appearance only. The 
church pronounced it heretical, but it pe
riodically emerged in different forms to 
provoke controversy. To be accused of 
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being a Manichaean was the worst kind of 
charge, often punishable by death. So 
strong was the feeling that merely to ac
cuse one of this heresy was tantamount to 
conviction. 

Iconoclasm 
Christians in the post-apostolic church 

early began to venerate images and relies. 
Veneration soon became worship. Serious 
opposition to this practice arose until a 
major controversy, led by several Byzan
tine emperors, erupted in the eighth and 
ninth centuries. They ordered icons (imag
es) to be systematically destroyed in the 
Eastern churches because they were idola
trous. The term "iconoclast" literally 
means "image-breaker." This controversy 
widened the gap between the Greek and 
Latin parts of the Catholic Church and 
significantly contributed to the permanent 
split between Roman Catholicism and 
Eastern Orthodoxy in 1054. 

The Paulicians 
The Christian faith was introduced into 

Armenia as early as the second century 
from Syria. Early Syriac Christianity was 
adoptionist in character and contributed 
to the form it assumed in Armenia. Arme
nian Christianity received a great impetus 
in the fourth century when Gregory the 
Illuminator converted the king. That same 
century Greek influence became predomi
nant in the Armenian Apostolic Church 
and a major reform along the lines of 
Greek thinking took place. The fourth and 
fifth centuries saw a continuing struggle 
between the Greek and Syriac parties 
with'the Greek ideology gaining the ascen
dal\cy. Although this cannot be positively 
established, the Paulieians appear to rep
resent the original Syriac Christianity. 
They refused to alter their religious stance 
when most of the other believers did so. 
Their survival as a distinct people was 
made possible by the political and geo
graphic separation of Armenia from the 
Roman (and later the Byzantine) Empire. 

The first mention by name of the Paul
icians is in the Oath of Union taken at the 
Council of Dvin in 555 in which they were 
condemned. There is strong eVidence of 
their existence a century earlier. A council 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church at Sa
hapivan in 447 condemned a nameless 
heresy then prevalent, apparently the 
Paulicians. A similar heresy was con
demned later in that century in a letter 
by Lazar of Parpi. The term "Paulieians" 
was rejected by these people themselves 
who felt that they were the "true believ
ers.'' The origin of the name is uncertain. 
Some trace it to Paul of Samosata because 
of the similarity of his teaching with that 
of the Paulieians. However, there were 
also differences, and in view of their 
objection to the name, not too much signif
ican~e should be attached to the possibil
ity. 

After the apparent separation of the 
Paulieians from the rest of the Armenian 
church, their teaching spread westward 

into the Byzantine Empire in the mid
seventh century. By the tenth century 
they were found in Bulgaria where they 
were called Bogomils and played a major 
role in the history of the Balkans. 

Were They Manichaeans? 
Before considering whether the Paul

icians have any claim to being simple New 
Testament Christians, it is necessary to 
examine the oft-repeated charge that they 
were Maniehaeans. In 1891 F. C. Cony
beare found an Armenian document called 
The Key of Truth, apparently a church 
manual of the early Paulieians. This is 
virtually the only extant Paulieian writ
ing which reveals their doctrinal position. 
Nothing in it substantiates the theory that 
they were Manichaeans. Since the Bogo
mils of a later century apparently were 
affected by this heresy, it appears that 
doctrinal changes took place over the 
centuries. 

Of greater importance is the fact that 
the Paulicians, in keeping with early 
Armenian Christianity, were uncomprom
ising iconoclasts. They regard the venera
tion of images as idolatry. For this they 
were hated by the Catholics. The Greek 
and Latin Catholics seem to have equated 
Iconoclasm with Maniehaeanism. Since 
the word "Maniehaean" was a term of re
proach, it was applied handily, but not 
accurately, to the Paulieians. 

Doctrinal Teachings 
The Paulicians were adoptionists, though 

they should not be charged with all of the 
deViations associated with that theory. To 
them Jesus was born as an ordinary hu
man being. However, Mary was a virgin 
prior to his birth. When he was baptized 
he received authority, high-priesthood, and 
the office of chief shepherd. He was part 
of the godhead and his atoning sacrifice 
for those who believed in him acknowl
edged. 

The P~ulieiaps were people of the Book. 
The Key of Truth continually quotes the 
New Testament. This biblical emphasis 
was undoubtedly a major factor in the 
great similarity between them and the 
early Christians. 

The Key reveals a biblical concept of 
conversion. It stresses faith, repentance, 
and baptism which is immersion adminis
tered only to adults. Much more is said of 
baptism than of any other subject. It 
strongly opposes infant baptism. 

The Paulicians regarded the spiritual 
body as "the universal and apostolic 
church" composed of baptized believers. 
They denied that those in the various 
parts of Catholicism were in that divine 
body. Although we do not know how sec
tarian their thinking may have been, 
there is an absence of sectarian terminol
ogy in the Key. 

Little is said about their worship, al
though the Lord's supper is emphasized. 
It can be fairly concluded that their wor
ship was extremenly simple and lacked 
the liturgical elements of Catholicism. 

Organizationally these people seem to 
have grasped the biblical concept of the 
priesthood of all believers. There was 
no ecclesiasticism. Only the office of the 
"elect" is mentioned which seems to cor
respond to the scriptural description of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Confronting Millennialism (1) 

Jesus freely talked about end of the age 
things as he taught the people during his 
Palestine ministry. In John 5: 28, 29 he 
candidly spoke of the Resurrection of "all 
that are in the graves." It should be noted 
that he spoke of only one general Resur
rection, and not two as proposed by millen
narian forces; and, which are absolutely 
essential to their end of the world theories. 
Premillennialists must have a resurrec
tion of the righteous (saved) followed a 
thousand years later by a second resurrec
tion of the wicked (unsaved) .in order to 
squeeze their millennium of peace on earth 
into the Biblical scheme of things. But 
notice that Jesus indicated that "all" will 
be raised at the same time. In John 6:39, 
40 he spoke concerning the saved only and 
said, "I will raise him up at the last day." 
In John 12:48 he spoke concerning the lost 
only and said, "The word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day." In Acts 24:15 Paul teaches that 
there shall be one general Resurrection 
.•• " a Resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust." The Resurrection 
and Judgment will be "at the last day" 
and there is no indication of two resur
rections with a thousand year interval. 

The Hebrew writer refers to the Chris
tian Age as "these last days" Heb. 1:1, 2). 
John wrote, "Little children, it is the last 
time" (I John 2:18). As proof that we are 
in the final days of God's purpose on 
earth, John stated that the element of 
antichrist was already at work in his ·day 
(I John 4:3). Paul and Peter both freely 
used terms that relate to last things. Paul 
warned Timothy about the abuses and 
perils of "the last days" (II Tim. 3:1-7). 
His appeal to the Corinthians concerned 
Christ's final victory. over death "at the 
last trump" (I Cor. 15 :22-58). Peter 
warned of lustful scoffers coming "in the 
last days" (II Peter 8:3). Paul devoted 
much of I and II Thessalonians to the 
doctrine of the Second Coming (see espe
cially I Thessalonians 4:13-18). Luke rec
orded the historical promise of God's 
angels at the Ascension Scene, ". • . this 
same Jesus ... shall so come in like man
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" 
(Acts 1:11b). Jesus promised in John 
14:3, "I will come again." 

That "the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven" (I Thess. 4:16a) is a great 
but neglected theme among non-millen
narians today. The reason for this neglect 
is possibly related to the emphasis on the 
future made by the premillennial forces 
at the present time. But it is vitally impor
tant that we dwell more, not less, on the 
Second Coming theme simply because of 
the current proliferation of premillennial 
theories. 

The word "eschatalogy," from the Greek 
words "eschatos" (last) and "logos" 

CHARLES COOK 

(word), is not a Biblical word, but was 
contrived as a field of special study-a 
study of last things. However, it covers a 
legitimate area of exploration involving 
all terms in God's Word that relate to the 
end of time on earth. Some of those areas 
of study are: Day of the Lord, End of the 
Age, Resurrection, Judgment, Heaven, 
Hell and soforth. Premillennialists would 
add to this field of study some non-Bibical 
concepts like: Millennium, Tribulation, 
Rapture and soforth. On these false doc
trines they must be confronted! 

. We st;ongly contend that a study of 
fmal thmgs should not be ignored by 
those of the non-millennia! persuasion be
cause there is power to be found in what 
the Bible teaches about the future. If im
portance of a subject can be measured by 
the number of times it is alluded to in the 
Scriptures, then few subjects are more 
vital than the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ. 

There are two major dangers regarding 
the study of last things, the first is in
difference and the second is sensational
is~. Indifference has too long been the 
attitude of those who hold a non-millen
nia! view, and who have the mistaken idea 
that premillennialism is a dead issue. 
Clearly fifty percent of all religious books 
on the market today are premillennial to 
the core. Many institutions which promote . 
religious education are no more than hard
core premillennial workshops. For in
stance, the influencial Dallas Theological 
Seminary where Hal Lindsey was trained 
a~d John F. Walvoord is president is ~ 
VIrtual hotbed for the theory. Lindsey has 
written one of this decade's most popular 
books and it has become the mannual for 
premillennialism. In 1970 his book, "The 
Late Great Planet Earth," was released 
and has since sold well over 5 million 
copies. He expounds, on a kind of easy
read~ng college level, the standard premil
lenmal theory and has become their spok
esman. Walvoord and Lindsey are clearly 
two of the most influencial religious lead
ers in America today. 

In a time like this indifference cannot 
characterize those who believe what the 
Bible teaches about last things. The Chris
tian's duty involves the opposite of in
difference. Paul speaking on Mars Hill 
said God has appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world (Acts 17:31). In 
another place Paul describes the Chris
tian's life as one of diligence and defense 
of God's Truth, and not one of indiffer
ence. It is faithful living and waiting for 
God's Son to returr. from heaven (I Thess. 
1:10). How could any Christian be indif
ferent regarding that future meeting with 
the Lord? And, how could he stand by and 
indifferently allow false teachers to mis-

lead honest people relative to the Lord's 
future plans? No, indifference is not a 
proper attitude about what the Bible 
teaches regarding the future. 

If indifference has been the non-mil
lennialist's mistake, then sensationalism 
has definitely been the premillennialist's 
abuse. With him Armageddon is always 
~pon us and. e-yery prominent personality 
m ~he ~ews 1s mvest~gated as the possible 
antlchnst. The mark of the beast is seen 
on institutions, corporations and govern
ments everywhere and huge lists of signs 
o! the last days are always being pub
lished. The knowledge explosion of the 
1960s and 70s is a sign of the end .of this 
age, and it indicates the imminent return 
of Christ. And, of course, the rebirth of 
the nation of Israel is a sign that the 
Jews are about to restore Jerusalem and 
its temple where Jesus will rule on earth. 
The moral corruption of our day is anoth
er sign of. the imminent return of Christ. 

There is no denying that increased 
knowledge and rampant immorality may 
be indicative of the end of our age but 
to sensationalize and say these ar~ the 
closing days, hours and minutes is' going 
~o ~ar. No one knows anything about the 
1mnunent return of Jesus. That informa
tion is limited to the mind of God (Mark 
13:33). We know only the fact of His 
Coming and that it will be like a thief in 
the night (John 14:3; II Peter 3:10). 

The premillennialists see anything they 
want to see in the Scirptures! One· claimed 
that Nahum, when he wrote, "The chariots 
~hall rage in the streets . . . " was predict
mg the modern automobile (Nahum 2:3, 
4). Another said Isaiah predicted the air
plane when he wrote, "As birds flying 
so will the Lord defend Jerusalem •.• " 
(Isaiah 81:5). Yet another said Amos 
predicted the submarine when he wrote, 
"Though they hide themselves in the bot
tom of the sea ... " (Amos 9:3). One said 
Solomon predicted the radio when he 
wrote, ". . . a bird of the air shaH carry 
the voice ... " (Eccl. 10:10). When you 
are driving on the highways of the 'land 
you can easily tell who the premillen
nialists are, their bumper stickers read: 
"In case of the· Rapture this car will have 
no driver" There seems to be no limit to 
their sensationalism! 

Now, if it can be shown in future in
stallments of this series that many of the 
premillennialist's proof-texts are misap
plied and/ or inappropriate for substan
tiating their theories, then they should, at 
some point, concede that they are false, or 
else continue to believe them without 
Scriptural support. 

(continued next week) 
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Oral Roberts' Alleged Vision of Jesus Christ HERSHEL ovER Sympathy G. F. RAINES 

We cannot ignore Oral Roberts. Oral 
Roberts will not let us ignore him. Over 
and over we are told that people in distant 
places identify Tulsa with Oral Roberts. 
He is, without question, our best known 
citizen. 

The reason we, as Bible believing peo
ple, cannot afford to ignore Oral is his 
public declarations that put him in conflict 
with the Bible. He, without controversy, 
has a very great following-not only else
where, but right here in Tulsa. How can 
we stand idly by while our fellowmen are 
so grossly misled? Shall we remain silent 
while men are fed the most preposterous 
claims and stories? Do we expect righteous 
souls far a way to protest his false doc
trines and allegations while we, sitting 
on his doorstep, say nothing? 

A few days ago I received a letter from 
a medical doctor in this city. In substance, 
his letter was an appeal to the ministers 
of Tulsa to take a stand respecting Oral 
Roberts and his claims. His letter was 
prompted by a very recent claim of Rob
erts. According to a letter sent out by 
Roberts to his "partners" he claims that 
he had a most remarkable vision of Jesus 
Christ. The vision is supposed to have oc
curred on May 25, 1980, as Oral was pray
ing at the building site of the City of 
Faith. Let him tell you in his own words: 

"I felt an overwhelming Holy Presence 
all around me. When I opened my eyes, 
there He stood • . • some 900 feet tall, 
looking at me; His eyes •.• Oh! His 
eyes! He stood a full 300 feet taller 
than the 600 foot tall Citr of Faith. 
There I was face to face with Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. I 
have only seen Jesus once before, but 
here I was face to face with the King of 
Kings. He stared at me without saying 
a word; Oh! I will never forget those 
eyes! And then, He reached down, put 
His hands under the City of Faith, lift
ed it, and said to me, 'See how easy it is 
for me to lift it'!" 

From this he goes on to say that Jesus 
told him that He, Jesus would speak to his 
partners and through them He, Jesus, 
would build the City of Faith. Then he 
was told, allegedly, by Jesus to tell his 
partners about this "experience" . . . 

"Jesus looked straight at me. He smiled 
and said, 'but now when I speak to 
your partners and they obey Me, it will 
not be difficult to finish this'." 
Thus does Oral Roberts reveal the pur

pose of this appearance of Christ to him. 
According to Roberts, the City of Faith is 
in great need of money, the Devil is oppos
sing this monumental work, and Jesus has 
appeared to command their obedience in 
sending money for the project. He further 
relates: 

"Then J e:5us said, 'Tell your partners 
to obey what I speak in their hearts, 
and I will send My angels to stop the 
Devil from stealing their money, I will 
BLESS them and MAKE them a 
BLESSING'." 

So, it really comes down to: If you are 
one of Oral's partners it would be dis
obeying Christ not to send him some 
money! 

Oral appears to be reaching for every 
"trick in the bag" to finance the comple
tion of his City of Faith. For a long while 
we have noticed that his television pro
grams veered far away from the image he 
projected in his "Healing Ministry" days. 
There was still the prayer for the sick and 
suffering but the laying on of hands, the 
shouts, the lame man laying aside his 
crutches, etc. were all gone. The staging, 
the musical productions, etc. were of the 
finest professional quality. Oral had 
joined the Methodist Church, he had built 
a university campus that is truly a show 
place, he had charmed a great many 
wealthy people, and it appeared that he 
was somewhat more sophisticated than in 
earlier days. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Parenthood-The Great Guilt Maker BILL BRUMIT 

No passage of Scripture embodies a 
greater truth yet fosters more erroneous 
thinking than Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a 
child in the way he should go, even when 
he is old he will not depart from it." There 
is no estimating the burden of guilt car
ried by faithful Christian parents who, 
seeing with dismay that their children 
have turned away from their upbringing, 
have concluded that they themselves failed 
utterly in their role as parents. Their 
misery is compounded by the knowledge 
that an opportunity to effect a change in 
their children's behavior has forever 
passed. 

The great general truth embodieCl in 
Prov. 22:6 is that children become what 
their parents train them to be. If human 
experience has taught us anything, it is 
this. A child who grows up among thieves 
and cutthroats stands a better than aver
age chance of being a thief and cutthroat 
himself. A child whose parents do not 
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smoke or drink is statistically less likely 
to adopt these habits than one whose 
parents do smoke or drink. Upbringing is 
by far the most potent factor in determ
ing adult attitudes, beliefs, and behavior. 

Now proverbs, by their nature, are dis
tillations of human experience. A proverb 
is a saying that summarizes, in a few 
memorable words, generations of observa
tion. A proverb states a broad truth, but 
it does not lay down in advance an un
alterable rule which has no exceptions. 
This applies equally to the inspired Pro
verbs in the Bible. For example, Proverbs 
15:1 says that a gentle answer turns 
away wrath. This is a true statement and 
a general rule of conduct, but it is not a 
divine guarantee that in any specific situ
ation a wrathful attacker will always be 
disarmed by gentleness. 

While it is true that children become 
what they are brought up to be, it does not 
follow that in all cases where children 

Dr. Arthur I. Gates in his book Educa-
tional Psychology says: . 

"Sympathy the human species univer
sally craves. The child eagerly displays his 
injury; or even inflicts a cut or bruise in 
order to reap abundant sympathy. For the 
same purpose adults ... show their bruises, 
relate their accidents, illnesses, especially 
details of surgical operations. 'Self-pity' 
for misfortunes real or imaginary is, in 
some measure, practically a universal 
practice." 

No person in history has ever been as 
genuinely sympathetic as Jesus of Naza
reth; and Paul says, "Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
(Phil. 2: 5.) 

"To him that is afflicted pity should be 
shewed from his friend." (Job 6:14.) 

"Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep." (Rom. 12:15.) 

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort; Who com
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God." (2 
Cor. 1:3, 4.) 

Someone has well said: "The heart that 
has passed through the deep waters of 
tribulation is the most tender; the voice 
that has cried with pain is the most gen
tle; the hand that has suffered is the 
most soothing ministrant in the chamber 
of sorrow. The best sympathizer is the one 
who has partaken of the same suffering." 

have failed, their parents have necessarily 
failed. Was Jesus a failure as a teacher 
because Judas betrayed Him? Did Demes' 
decision to abandon the work of God imply 
a weakness in his teacher Paul? How 
account for the situation where several 
children are faithful Christians, but one 
is not? 

The parent teaches by precept and ex
ample, but the child ultimately decides for 
himself whether to walk in the right way. 
God makes us free, and there is no true 
freedom that does not include the freedom 
to do wrong. God took this risk when He 
made Adam; we take it anew when we 
bring another child into the world. Be
cause we are free, we are responsible. 
Everyone shall give account of himself to 
God (Rom. 14:12). The father shall not 
bear the punishment for the iniquity of 
the son (Exekiel18:20). 

To a greater extent than we realize we 
are influenced by modern social and psy
chological theories that deny freedom and 
responsibility. We have swallowed the line 
that all adult behavior is permanently 
shaped by early upbringing, without real
izing that this leaves no room for conver
sion. A thief and a cutthroat can mend his 
ways; a persecuter can become an apos
tle. A home is not an assembly line that 
cranks out identical copies of father and 
mother. There is a great relief in knowing 
that one cannot, even with the utmost zeal 
and knowledge, determine in advance what 
his child will do. 
Box 702, Bowling Green, Ky. 
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Harvesting the Big Apple cities of Latin America-soon to be 16 na
KIETH A. MITCHELL tions! 

The television media is the most power
ful force in contemporary American so
ciety, Can one deny such as he sees the 
media's powerful roles in the unseating, 
supporting and electing men who serve 
in the Oval Office? The media is more 
potent than Capitol Hill, the Pentagon, 
Wall Street and the United Nations com
bined. 

Media ministry is a numbers game. The 
greater the potential audience, the more 
seeking souls will be surfaced by an an
nouncement of Heaven's Good News. Ma
jor market television is (at once) Herald 
of Truth's most· expensive, yet most eco
nomical, investment-dollar for dollar, 
soul for soul! 

Attempting to reach society, while ig
noring urban centers, is defective evan
gelism. This is true because the city is 
the heart of any society; even if it is a 
diseasesd heart. Major cities present 
unique complexities to challenge the best 
in the believers as they present their lives 
to the Lord and their message to the 
masses. 

What a powerful impact with the gos
pel would result if believers left their 
secure synagogue and went to the mar
ket places within the world's major cities! 
Our Lord has always concerned himself 
with great cities because so many of his 
creatures are packed. yet isolated, there. 

William Cowper once said, "God made 
the country, man built the city." While it 
is true man often misuses God's creation 
to build cities, God, throughout history, 
has sent his people to the major cities. 
When the Children of Israel went down to 
Egypt, Thebes and Memphis were the 
largest cities in the world. At the time 
Nineveh (Capital of Assyria) was the 
greatest city in the world, God sent Jonah 
to preach to them and they changed, re
penting in sackcloth and ashes. The 
Israelites were carried off to captivity into 
the world's largest city by the waters of 
Babylon. At the close of the Apostolic Age, 
God sent Paul (the prince of apostles) to 
his greatest city, the eternal city on top 
of seven hills, Rome. As the year 2000 ap
proaches whom will God send and how 
will -His messengers communicate to 
Mexico City (31 million), Sao Paulo (26 
million), Tokyo-Yokahama (24 million), 
New York City-Northeast New Jersey
Connecticut (23 million) and Shanghai 
(23 million)? 

Jesus' personal ministry .centered on 
cities. He was not an itinerant rural cir
cuit rider. 

Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the king
dom and healing every kind of disease 
and sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said 
to his disciples, "The harvest is plenti
ful but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field." 
Matthew 9:85-38 N.I.V. 

After the phone calls are received, 
Galilee was the prime target of Jesus' properly recorded, material is sent to in

ministry. The dense population, at that quirers and their names forwarded to the 
time, around Lake Galilee approximates nearest congregations outside of New 
strip cities of today. This was in the midst york City. For Manhattan Church, the 
of civilization's cradle. Josephus credits elders coordipate the remaining contacts, 
the fertile solid and abundant fresh water help in the training of volunteers to go 
supply. Josephus wrote, "The cities lie out as a team of harvesters into the Queen 
here very thick, and the very many vii- of cities, New York City. Confessions of 
lages (240 cities and villages) there are faith and immersions come each week, 
here, and everywhere so full of people. • • night and day, in private and public. From 
the very least of them contains above 1976-78 the Manhattan Church of Christ 
15,000 inhabitants." (Josephus, Wars, III, grew from 75 members to 150; from 1978-
3, ii: Life 45). Though some scholars 80 from 150 members to nearly 300. This 
would question the calculations, Josephus is in spite of a more than 20% loss by 
suggests a possible two to three million moves and unfaithfulness each year. The 
population for Jesus' Galilee. Jesus was new believers become part of the Faun
an urban missionary by choice; he took dations Sunday Bible Class and share in 
his own megalopolis seriously. Tuesday night hoine studies for more 

intimate nurturing into the fellowship. 
Catch a clear vision of Herald of Truth The Manhattan Church (with % of its 

television with its New York .City major members in the Body less than 2 years) 
cities thrust. See the power of a very has 200+ for Sunday assembly, $1,500-
sensitive media ministry and follow-up. 2,000 weekly offerings. The church ear
Join with perhaps a couple dozen believers marks 70% of its offering budget for mis
at the Manhattan Church building. It is sions and evangelism-about half for New 
9:30 ~at~rday morni~g. and the workers York City and half to other mission points. 
are c1rchng th~ televisio~ scree~ as the The church benefits from two nearly full
announcement IS made, We brmg you time elders· they are not on the church 
a?ot~er Herald of Truth." Throu~h direct • payroll but have independent incomes. The 
VIewmg. and cable contracts with ~ew church has not employed the se'MJices of a 
York City's ~hannel 11~ yo~ hfive JU~t full-time local preacher in nearly Biz 
been seated '!lt.h a potential VIewmg. audi- years. As part of its mission budget, the 
e~c~ of 32 mllhon. (Contrast that with 18 congregation will invest about $20,000 this 
million Te:cans ~11 across the Lone Star year in Herald of Truth's major cities 
State.) T~1s audience .stretches from Port- thrust; this includes generous monthly 
la.nd, Mame to Baltim?re, Maryl.and to checks sent to Abilene and expenses re
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvama. On this par- lated to intensive local follow-up 
ticul~r .saturday mo~ing between .1,4 and Because of Herald of Truth a~d Inter
¥.~ ~!Ilion perso!l~ Will actua!ly mew. t~e national Mission at the World Trade Can
hours only televmon alternattve to Kidd~e ter, Manhattan Church will register more 
Cartoons. than 100 immersions for this year before 

As the local tag tells of telephone coun- the big ball drops on Times Square New 
selors ready to receive calls, the workers Year's Eve. 
(many are new Christians) move to the As encouraging as all this sounds, there 
four line phone bank (soon to be seven) is an imperative need in New York City 
and for the next hour talk with inquirers for help. Considering the fact that a gen
from a greater metropolitan community erous brotherhood is investing nearly 
representing three states (New York, New $200,000 per year in the weekly television 
Jersey and Connecticut), U.N. and em- airing of Herald of Truth in New York 
bassy workers from every nation under City, it is unwise stewardship that does 
heaven. Forty to sixty such contracts come not provide at least one full-time evan
in, yet these are but a small percentage of gelist just to follow-up the scores of ex
those received in Abilene. The inquirers citing responses. Instead of 100 immer
are about equally divided between male sions in the city for 1980 there could be 
and female, marrieds and singles from all 200 or more in 1981. We are praying the 
walks of life. Lord of the Harvest will send forth 

Who are some who have responded in 
New York City? William Howard, Presi
dent of National Council of Churches 
phoned to say, "Herald of Truth is a most 
sensititve use of the media, a genuine con
tribution to the spiritual life of New York 
City." Chet Vincey, Vicar to the Bishop 
of Brooklyn (America's largest Catholic 
parish) phoned to ask permission to 
recommend viewing of Herald of Truth 
for Catholics in the diocese Newsletter. 
David Wilkerson, Teen Challenge, re
sponded to ask permission to purchase the 
Herald of Truth program about "Water 
Baptism" for sharing in Teen Challenge 
Centers nationwide. Ferdinand Monterey, 
of Venezuela, phoned to ask permission 
for government funded showing of Her
ald of Truth in Caracas and other key 

reapers. 
Dan Marshall and his good wife, Lucille, 

are packed and ready to move to New 
York City to work full-time in outreach 
Evangelism follow-up. The Manhattan 
Church missions budget is full. There is a 
need for financial fellowship in this 
unique mission work. Dan is mature in 
years and faith. His greatest work has 
been in great urban centers like San Fran
cisco, Seattle and Vancouver, B. C. He 
knows cities and is a superb personal 
evangelist. His references are from the 
most impressive names in our brother
hood. Phone the Manhattan elders. Loyd 
Rutledge is always available by phone 
(212) 737-4900. 
Manhattan Church of Christ, N.Y.C. Di
rector, International Mission, N.Y.C. 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

,...-0-RD_E_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_LE-SE_T_T_O_D_A_Y_!-.1 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
W HERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION 's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$8.95 ~gLUME $102.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for delovery and ha ndling on all orders under $10.00. O ver $10.00 
add 10% . Texas resident-s add 5'}'0 sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-5 31 -5 227 

A W ORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR - - -

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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AN UPDATE ON SWEDEN 
For at least the past three years there 

have been no missionaries living in any 
of the five Scandinavian countries, which 
includes Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Nor
way, and Sweden. They are located in 
northern Europe. The total population of 
these countries is about 24.4 million, or 
about the same as Arkansas, Kansas, Mis
souri Oklahoma, and Texas population 
combfned. The difference between these 
five states and Scandinavia is that there 
is but a small handful of Christians in 
Scandinavia. 

The largest of these five countries is 
Sweden. It has a population of 8.8 mil
lion, more than in Arkansas, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma combined. The area is a little 
larger than California. The people are 
very well educated. The major denomina
tion is Lutheran, which is the state church 
of Sweden. 

The Lord has been prepari.ng my fam
ily to go to Sweden. This is the country 
where I grew up. I attended Swedish 
schools for six years, while my parents 
were missionaires in Stockholm, Sweden. 
We all grew to love and understand the 
Swedish people. Because of my back
ground, and our deep commitment to the 
mission of God, my wife (Isabelle), my 
son (Eric), and I along with at least one 
other couple, plan to go to Sweden in 
September 1981 to spread the Gospel. 

We are looking for a sponsor and 
monthly support, and anyone who is inter
ested in doing mission world in Sweden, or 
anywhere in . Scandinavia. Please contact 
us, we would like to share additional in
formation about Sweden and the work 
being done,·with your congregation. 

CONTACT: Floyd M. Williamson, 
13900 Benson Rd. #201, Edmond, OK. 
73034 

THE PAULICIANS 
(Continued from page 6) 

elders. Their role was that of shepherds, 
not ecclesiastical clerics. 

The strongest language in the Key is 
reserved for Catholicism. Its ecclesiastics 
are represented as emissaries of Satan. 
Practice after practice is condemned, es
pecially image worship, infant baptism, 
and the idea that a priest can forgive sins. 

As one reads The Key of Truth he is 
impressed with the thought that here was 
a people earnestly seeking to follow ~e 
primitive pattern. The chief cloud on their 
doctrinal orthodoxy was their apparent 
adoptionism, but even here it did not as
sume the form of denying the virgin birth 
or the atonement. The Paulicians probably 
did not regard themselves as restoration
ists because they represented the original 
Christianity of Armenia. They would 
have said that the church did not need to 
be restored because they had never lost 
it. Of all the medieval groups that sought 
to follow the original pattern, it is prob
able that none succeeded better than the 
Paulicians. 

ORAL ROBERTS' ALLEGED 
VISION OF JESUS CHRIST 

(Continued from page 8) 
We must not forget, however, that Oral 

rose · to his acknowledged prominence 
through the Pentecoastal Healing Move
ment. It was, primarily the Pentecostal 
people of various religious molds and 
shapes who, because of their belief in the 
present day possession of the "Gift of 
Healing," provided the financial base for 
his construction projects and media pro
grams. His lately heralded return to a 
·more aggressive "Healing Ministry'' re
flects a return also to the people who 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES T~UST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of ·churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 · 

were the backbone of his support hftbe 
beginning. 

A very convincing story of Christ ap
pearing to him will ~ very touching and 
moving to a people whom he may have 
alienated by too much sophistication. 
829 S. Rockford .. 
Tulsa, OK 7 4120 

WARNING 
If Donald D. Hill, white, age 45, 5 foot 

nine, 200 pounds, brown hair, blue eyes, 
approaches you for help please contact 
the East Ventura Church, Ventura, Ca. 
(805) 642-2848 immediately. 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT_750 

Exciting_ Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$215,000 

Paul & Associates 
i121 ·E. s. E. Loop 323 

Tyler, Texas-_75703 
(214) 561-5990 

25th Anniversary 

Homecoming 

WALNUT HILL 
CHURCH OF . CHRIST 

10550 Marsh Lane, Dallas 

February 7-8, 1981 

Housing provided on request 

Please call (214) 351·3731 
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CONFERENCE ON SOUTH AMERICAN 
MISSION WORK SCHEDULED FOR 

JAN 23-24 AT HILLSBORO 

Something new in the area of p lanning 
for mission work is being attempted by 
the College church in Hillsboro, Texas, for 
the week end of January 23-24. 

The church is planning a two .day con
ference on South America n missionary ef
for ts with emphasis on Lima, Pe111, where 
the Hillsboro church, along with other 
congregations supports a team of mis
sionaries. 

The conference is being pla nned a nd 
executed by the Missions department of 
Abilene Christian University, and Dan 
Coker former Missionary in Central 
America, and now on the ACU faculty will 
be the chief r esource person. He will be 
assist ed by Charles Beard, mission ary in 
Lima, now in t he states, who is sponsored 
by the Westover Hills church in Austin. 

The conference will be held at the Iron 
Springs Christian camp, near Whitney, 
and check in time is 6 pm on J a nua r y 
23rd. An evening meal will be served. $20 
per person will provide a room and three 
mea ls for those who attend. Format will 
f eature Question and Answer sessions, 
panel d iscussions. Lectures, slide presenta
tions and a motion film. 

Reservations may be obtained, a s well 
as other information by calling Joe Cun
ningham 817-582-3806. All elders, deacons, 
preachers and mission committee people, 
as well as interested Christians are in
vited to attend and participate. 

INCLUDE TOUR ZIP CODE 
' 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 94 7-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Sig nature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

T(J~sdo~ 
~--'...!.'.!...'''- L 

THE NEWARK, DELAWARE CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
Since 1974 1he Nf!\ .. •ark Church of Chnst has operared Ale thcta School. 
The school has proven to be an outstandtng root for spreading 
the m fl ucnce of Christ tn Delaware. The schoo l nO\~ tnc ludei ~ 
da.y·CJrl' through grade 5, but the new faCili ties made po~stble by 1h1s 
bond progrdm wi ll perm it expansion through grade 8. Uond lnformarion : 
Pays 10%: lOY, %, 11%. Dated March 1, 1980. Due Serially. Matu nng 6 months ro 
15 )'ears.OHertng made by prospecrus o nly. f m ptuspt.·cru., nr mform.Jium ( unr.rn 
'O t'"'.arl. Chuu h ofChri'l 'f l S.ale-m Church R~ Nf"\ol. .a rL.. ~l.a"'.arr 1'1''1) 11021 7) J.J 78 1 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • 
·~~~ ... __,= 

544 UTC 

usiNGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
( 560 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast.) 

Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 

Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104, Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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This tiny community o n the western seacoast has received 

more attention than any town of its size in the nation. Known 
fo r its movie stars and Mercedes, surfers and sun,drenched 
beaches- Malibu has always been a gathering place for people of 
fantasy, fame and fo rtune. 

Since the opening of the new campus of Pepperdine University 
in 1972, Malibu h as also been the gathering place for people of 
deep Christian commitment . In a ministry equally as exciting as 
its setting, Pepperdine University is providing a unique Christian 
educatio n for students from a variety of backgrounds. 

The next time you are driving through Malibu, you'll notice 
that the seacoast and celebrities are sti ll there. But as you round 
the corner you will a lso catch a glim pse of the striking six hun, 
dred acre campus of Pepperdine University; a major university 
committed to its C hristian heri tage. 

Pepperdine University • Malibu • California 90265 



NEW WORK BEGINS 
IN BIG TIMBER, MONTANA 

The Big Timber church of Christ held 
its first services in the home of Mike and 
Gloria O'Rourke on September 8th with 
17 in attendance. 

The four families that are working to
gether_ to f innly establish the church in 
Big Timber are: Mike and Gloria O'
Rourke, Bill and Claudett Pruitt, Virgil 

and Leaola Muir, and Garret and Sheila 
Franks. 

The Livingston church is working close
ly with the brethren in Big Timber in 
helping to establish the church in that 
community. 

Christians that would like to provide 
financial support, or Christians that would 
like to move to the Big Timber area and 
help with the work of the church can write 
to the Big Timber church of Christ, Box 
1043, Big Timber, MT 59011. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EVANGELIST was a 
monthly publication sent out 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominationalism. 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don DeWelt 

price $99.95 

Here in h andsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott . 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 6 10, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send _ _ set(s) The Evangelist ra' $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5<fo sales tax). 

Name ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________ _ _ _ ___ _ 

Address _ _ _________ ___ ____________ _ 

City _______ ___ _ _ __ Stat.: ____ _ __ Zip _ _ __ _ 

Signature ______________ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ __ _ 
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A Firm Foundation aubacrlptlon makes a 
wonderful b irthday or anniversary g ift. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purp.oses. Eleven wafe rs in the 
small ca rton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

emplqyees 
Of= 

c bc.u<cbes OJ= c bQJst: 
iosc..n<.ance gR.oap ., .. . ,.~ . • 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT·PATJENT. .80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .... . .......... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . ln·Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . .. .. $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

Write or Call fo r Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx . 77373 
1·113·376-8087 

"ServitJg the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Advertialng in this section $1.50 per Uno. Designed especial17 to accommodate coqreptions 

advertisin~ meetln~ plsees, preachers seeking work or congregations seekine preachers. Also other 
acceptable mmtter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). ·Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va.. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a. 
Spiritual Feast. 
CIIA.TBA.M, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BAY AIUDA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DabJia Road 

Plea•aatoa, Callfo1'Dia 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16555 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School o! 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frfsb7. 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
=R=EL~IG""I""'O""'U~S,....=B:,;O:;;O;:;K.,..;S~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Moatefte7, ltlexlco1 Ave. ll'uadlcloae• 108 

.. A .. OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas. Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2811. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Enlllewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96608 or 
call (916\ 886-6776. 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladles 
and youth programs, etc. available on % inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 98639. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director:.:)~--==---==-==-==--==-~ 
BREWE~MAINE-241 Center st., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. ~ E. Morll:IID Ave.. 
U.S. 480 En11t Oppo11lte K-Mart. Offl~ 4'J'I'-
52'Tl. Bobby Wade. Mlu, • 4'7'6-'IOISO. 
HOW FAMILIES CAN COPE WITH CANCER 
For your free copy to read and share, send a long, 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: Caring, Box 
1316, Abilene, Texas 79604. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-6'19-1010. 
Want To Bll)': Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76639-612-982-8888. 
YV.ttiA., ARIZ., 051 W. ::Sth St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'150 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 

CHILDREN'S HOME 
Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home Is accepting applications and 
interviews fcrr houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls In a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689· 
7725 (day) or 612-689-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78065. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation lo• 
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished, Contact: Rangervllle Church of 
Christ, C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57, San 
Benito, Texas. Telephone (612) 423-0962 after 6:00 
p.m. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation, Home and utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 66, Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 303-623-4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6683. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9"; and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ, P.O. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas 76465 or call AC 916 #667-4321. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is in need of a Campus 
Minister to work fall time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
~1o6'il3. A. McGuire, Box 486, Monticello, Arkansas 

MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ, Riverside, California. 
Contact: Robert S. Rash, 2962 Brockton Ave., River
side, CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texu 79604. 
WANTED: Full time preacher for congregation of 
36 In small town. Residence and utilities furnished. 
Salary negotiable but supplemented income de
sirable. Contact Church of Christ, Oakwood, Texas. 
75865. Tel. 645-2343. 
Preacher wanted June 1. Sound man with emphasis 
on personal work and leadership for mission area 
in P A. Must haYe !!Orne support or we will try to 
help right man find some outside support. Send 
resume, photo, references and tape sermons. Church 
of Christ, Box 736, Franklin, PA. 1682...;..3...;... =-.....,.,.
Available: Experienced gospel preacher. Excellent 
references available. Contact Gary Greene at 4718 
Longworth ( 317-645-6128). 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 6417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 
DISCOUNT Maxcell blank video tape VHS Beta, 
Umatlc. CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087 
Santa Clara, CA 96066. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 7ou are movin~ anTWhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put :vou in touch with an ethical, 
carlnK professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT J Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
New, exciting, Church of Christ property insurance 
program for Texas congregations. 25% dividend. 
For Information. contact Ben F. See. Agents wel
come. 1734 S. Clack, Suite F., Abilene, Tex. 79605. 
1-915/692-5085. 

MESSAGE 
Church of Christ martial artists, any art, we want 
you I To join In our efforts In establishing a martial 
arts gospel ministry to reach others with the word. 
We especially need ranking Black Belts for the im
mediate leadership segment. Contact Bob Rondelli, 
certified sho-dal (president\, Ridgewood Drive, Har
winton, Connecticut 06791 or call 208-486-1944 
afternoons, Please, don't delay. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0681. 

INDIA CONVERTS GROUNDED 

The classes have continued to be en
couraging, and in our last report we 
mentioned there were (86) enrolled in the 
Tamil-medium. Of that number there were 
(6) requested to be baptized. Beginning 
Feb. 4th through March 1st we had one 
of our smaller classes with only (114) com
pleting the four weeks. Beginning March 
Srd there was another class in the Tamil":' 
medium to March 29th of (18) there were 
(8) of these who requested to be baptized. 

Following that as of March 31st the 
class in the Telugu-medium numbered 
(15) and there was (1) baptized from 
that number. The next . Tamil class from 
April 28th in the Tamil-me<ij.um numbered 
(22) and there were (8) requested bap
tism from that number. In the Telugu fol
lowing there were (14) enrolled and that 
concluded as of June 21st. 

In the Tamil class following there were 
(24) and there were another (8) baptized 
from that number. There was then a break 
of two weeks on account of it being their 
"Paddy-planting-time" and so it was Aug. 
Srd when the next class began in the 
Telugu-medium, and it numbered (27) and 
concluded as of August 29, 1980. 

The next Tamil class numbered (38) 
and began as of September 1st through 
the 27th and there were another (9) re
quested to be baptized from them. The 
Telugu then had the highest number for 
a long time. There were (41) enrolled 
and by the time it concluded as of October 
25th and there were (7) of them who 
requested to be baptized. The Tamil class 
which followed as of October 27th num
bered (88) and there was another (7) re
quested baptism from that number. 

Thus, as you can see, we are teaching 
the first principles, but we are also stress
ing the command of Christ, "Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever, I 
have commanded you." 

Brethren, we NEED YOUR HELP in 
order to be able to continue this most 
vital teachings and to be able to ground 
more people in "THE FAITH." 

All assistance will be acknowledged per
sonally, and it may be sent via Ridgley 
West Church of Christ, 3900 S.W. Blvd., 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76116, or in Canada to 
c/o John A~ King, 426 ·Lindsay St., ·winni
peg, Manitoba RSN 1H5, Canada, or di
rect, payable to Church of Christ Mission 
Fund Account (M.F.A.) 

Quentin Dunn, 1106 A St., Floresville, 
TX 78114, December 8, 1980: A young 
woman was baptized December 7. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 
Ready Soon 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 
Are Included In This Volume 

Publication date- February 1, 1981 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e·-----------------------------------------------------

Add~----------------------------------------------------

u~--------------------------------S~e·------------Z~--------

FIRM ·FOUNDATION-JANUARY 20, 1981 
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EIGHT STUDENT TEACHERS involved in training leadership for churches 
in tho Caribbean are pictured here. They are typical of tho seventy-three 
student-teachers now involved in Leadership Training by Extension being 
conducted by Roger Dickson, Jim Crisp and Loslio Jones. Leadership Train· 
ing is now going on in 25 Caribbean churches. Tho ~hurch in mission areas 
is often hurt because native preachers remain "first Principle" preachers 
only. Leadership Training by Extension has played an important part in 
developing native church leadership in Central Amorica and in the Carib· 
bean . Those who have usod tho system, fi rst developed by Ed Matthews of 
the ACU Missions Faculty are high in their praise of its effectiveness. 



Ethics 

Priorities change as time changes. Things that are 
important in onaage are of little importance in another. 
The decade of the eighties promises to be a battle
ground in the realm of ethics. The rapidly changing 
technological revolution coupled with the humanistic 
and hedonistic attitude of our society is pushing ethics 
to the fore as one of the chief concerns of our times. 

Women's rights, abortion, euthanasia, and a hun
dred other problems with ethical overtones must be 
faced. Because of the faithlessness of our society in 
general it is going to be increasingly difficult for the 
church, and for Christians, to deal with these complex 
problems within a Biblical perspective. How are we to 
uphold the full sovereignty of God and the dignity of 
man in ·a world that has largely forgotten what the 
Bible says about either. If creation forgets its fallen 
estate we are liable to forget that we are not God our
selves. If we make ourselves gods, then all ethics are 
situational. 

Some of the problems that are new to this un-ethical 
age are surrogate motherhood, genetic engineering, 
test-tube babies. It is not going to be enough just to take 
a position on such issues. We are going ·to have to de
termine a sound Bible basis for the positions we take. 
We have not yet done much in-depth study in such 
fields. These ethical issues will call for some real wres
tling. They cannot be shrugged off. And they will not 
go away. And they will probably get worse before we 
find enough sound solutions to help them get any 
better. 

To what extent should we allow the government, or 
even the public school system to interfere with the 
family and with family responsibilities. we must live 
in a society in which both government and education 
are important. The quality of both is a thing of con
cern, because perhaps no two things affect our ethical 
outlook more than these. Shall they determine our at
titudes and our value systems? Will the church take re
sponsibility for seeing that the rights and privileges 
of family not be abused. When do we stand up to be 
counted? and where? and what for? Not a lot of think
ing has been done in these areas. 

There is not much literature available to us on the 
subject of ethics. Few books have been written. Little 
Bible School literature deals with it. Seldom does a 
sermon deal with it. We have neglected a study of 
ethics until most of our ethical decisions are made for 
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us by unbelievers, and they are made not from a Chris
tian perspective but from a totally hedonistic one. Like 
dumb, driven cattle we fall into line. We feel that in 
perhaps no other area of our theology are we more be
hind the times than in the area of Christian ethics. 

VV e do not know what to do with the war question 
because we have never settled the ethical question. We 
do not know whether it is right for our government to 
support dictators and oppressive governments in other 
countries, and we do not even know whether it is right 
to submit to oppressive government at home. We do not 
know how to deal with the divorce and remarriage 
question because we have never dug deeply enough into 
the Bible to be able to form a sound basis for our ethi
cal stand on the subject. We tolerate deplorable condi
tions because we have not yet decided exactly what is 
the right thing to do. Isn't it time we gave some study 
to such subjcts? 

In our times it is much easier to be caught up in the 
emotional aspects of an ethical problem than it is to 
dig out the Bible facts. We trust our ways to our feel
ings rather than to what the Bible says. We even do 
that with respect to the Holy Spirit. We don't know 
much about the Holy Spirit or his workings; we just 
want to "feel right" and give the Spirit the credit. And 
so it is with many of our ethical concerns. 

We believe it is self evident that people who are mo
tivated by other than Biblical principles will develop an 
ethical code vastly different from that which the Chris
tian believes to be right. This is where situation ethics 
is born. If there is a divine standard that measures our 
conduct we would be foolish to accept a human one. 
Human answers to moral questions differ profoundly 
from Divine answers. Perhaps we have not made up 
our minds as thoroughly as we should as to whether 
God has really spoken on moral and ethical issues. If 
we have a direct revelation from a supreme being to 
whom we must answer for how we act, then morals 
and ethics are important. 

It cannot be guaranteed that simply because we be
lieve iri God and have a Bible we will come up with all 
the correct answers. Truth can be foiled by slanted 
concepts. The Bible must be accepted as the absolute 
against which all our ethical positions are measured. 
Without that there can be no ethics-only a vacuum. 
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MICHAEL. C. ARMOUR 

Traditionally there have· been two opposing perspectives as to 
the role the Christian can have in political affairs. One position 
holds that the Lord's kingdom "is not of this world." Thus, those 
in service to the Master should remain free of needless entangle
ments with secular power. Those who hold this view often point 
out that Satan is the prince of this world. One aligns himself 
with political power, therefore, only at the risk of flirting with 
Satan himself. 

The opposing position argues that the political realm does 
not belong to Satan, but to God. Jesus is king of kings and lord 
of lords. He is inherently interested in the political realm inas
much as the secular governor is an agent of God's will and 
authority. And because of this divine involvement in affairs of 
state, the politcal world becomes an appropriate sphere of 
Christian activity. 

Both of these positions have been held, and ably defended, 
by conscientious and spiritually-minded Christians. The debate 
on this subject has raged for 2000 years, and we seem no nearer 
a concensus today than when the debate first began. Given that 
fact, it behooves us to be forb~aring with one another when we 
enter a discussion along these lines. 

The same forbearance is called for when we consider the 
Christian's role in military affairs. (This question is merely an 
off-shoot of the broader debate on Christian political involve
ment, for military action is but an extension of the police arm of 
the state.) Historically there have been many Christians who 
have held that the principle of Christian love precludes the 
taking of human life, regardless of the situation. For that rea
son, not only is military service inappropriate for the Christian, 
but so is work as a policeman, service on a capital punishment 
jury, or work in any type of executive capacity in the state 
(since executive officers must carry out laws governing capital 
punishment). 

By way of response, others have argued that the command to 
love one's neighbor as one's self originated with Moses, not 
with Jesus. Yet, under the Old Testament system, righteous men 
and women were permitted--even required-to execute crimi
nals and to act in a military capacity. David, a "man after 
God's own heart," spent his entire life in military campaigns and 
in putting down insurrections. Thus, it is possible to be both a 
man of God and at the same time be a person who serves in a 
military or executive capacity for the state. 

An objection to this latter view is that Old Testament prece
dents are out of place in the debate on military service. Since 
Jesus took away the Mosaic law, what was permitted in the Old 

Testament is not necessarily appropriate for those living in the 
New Testament era. To counter that line of reasoning, non
pacifists have pointed out that Jesus basically overhauled the 
ritualistic and priestly features of the Mosaic law, but freely en
dorsed the underlying principles of morality in the Old Testa
ment. Given that fact, if it was not immoral for a righteous man 
to take human life (in certain circumstances) in the Old Testa
ment, neither is it necessarily immoral for a righteous man to 
do so today. 

Following the progress of such debates, we begin to see that 
both sides are deeply interested in honoring God and the prin
ciples of his word. Their differences come, not from disagree
ment on explicit Biblical statements, but on the conclusions that 
can be drawn from valid Biblical principles. Recognizing that 
fact, we need to respect one another and to provide room within 
our fellowship for wide divergences of views on this subject. 
Where a Christian feels free in his own conscience to participate 
in the political process, he should be allowed, even encouraged 
to do so. Where a Christian must object conscientiously, the 
church should openly endorse and support his right to do so. 

The church should avoid, however, taking a stand "as a 
church" on political issues. Individual Christians, as members of 
the political community, have every right to be involved (if their 
consciences permit) in political activism. But for the church to 
embark on political activism, we run two risks: first, we aban
don the primary corporate task of the church, which is to deal 
with the spiritual, not political needs of man; and second, we 
create the potential of rupturing the fellowship due to the in
ability of some within the Body to subscribe to the political 
viewpoint endorsed by the congregation. Thus, we violate a 
fundamental Christian commitment to unity whenever we permit 
political questions to divide the Body of Christ. 

Pepperdine University 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. o. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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Seven Miles-Twice 
ELMER PROUT 

It was an unhappy walk to Emmaus. Downcast faces testified 
to broken hopes. Jesus of Nazareth, "a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed," had lifted hope for the redemption of Israel. But 
Jesus had been captured, crucified and buried. It was all over 
and the two men had nothing left but bitter memories and seven 
long miles to go ... 

But before the end of Luke 24 we find these surprising words: 
"They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem." Seven miles, 
twice in one day! What got into those fellows? It was not a 
'what,' of course, but a who. And after he came back into their 
lives distance was no factor, nor time of night, nor tired feet! 
The who had given them news that could not be kept until to
morrow. 

Jesus Christ stepped right into the middle of their broken 
dreams. He did not wait until they had all the answers. How 
typical of the Lord that he came in a time of human disillusion
ment. He addressed their puzzlement in terms of divine com
passion and revelation. How gently Jesus led ihem but how 
firmly. When it was all over "their eyes were opened"-they 
recognized Jesus and were compelled to go to tell what they had 
seen. 

This incident can open our eyes to the nature and power of 
the resurrection victory of Jesus Christ. 

It was a promised victory. After listening to the disappoint
ments of the Emmaus travelers the first thing Jesus did was to 
remind them of the promises of God given through the Old 
Testament prophets." ..• All that the prophets have spoken ..• 
he explained to them what was said in the Scriptures concerning 
himself." 

In the resurrection of Jesus Christ we are not looking at new 
leaves on an old bush as if it were spring again. The resurrection 
of Christ is not any thing again. It is immoTtality brought to 
light for the very first time! 

Promised victory means that the events of that day were set 
firmly in the will. of God. There was nothing accidental about 
them. It was all tied in with God's will for redemption. The 
Christ who died to demonstrate God's love is the same Christ who 
arose to vindicate that love. The gospel is not merely that some 
one arose or that a tomb was empty. General comfort about 
immortality will not do. The gospel is not "there was a resur
rection." The gospel is that he-Jesus Christ, himself as the 
firstfruits of the dead-has risen. Jesus brings with him out 
of the tomb the marks of divine love: "Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself." 

It was a God-sized victory. We had hoped" the two men 
said, and what a limited hope it had been. A Palestine-sized 
victory at tlie most. Out with the Romans-no more taxes to 
these foreign oppressors. A fond dream, cherished for years, but 
how narrow, earth-bound and man-centered. 

Jesus brought God-sized victory! His was a cosmic triumph
larger than death, hell and the grave. It was not a victory tai
lored for one comer of the Roman Empire--it is designed for the 
universe. "So that by his death he might destroy him who holds 
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the power of death-that is the devil-and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery for their fear of death" (Heb. 
2:14, 15). 

It was a kingdom-of-heaven victory. "Jesus himself came up 
and walked along with them; but they were kept from recogniz
ing him ... they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight." 

What kind of battle hero is that? Taking time to walk quietly 
in the twilight with two folks whose address we don't even 
know?. Then slipping off before a crowd could gather •.. what 
was going on? 

What would the kingdom-of-this-world do with a hero back 
from the grave? The worldly mind would have no trouble getting 
the announcements out and the parades organized. The first 
march would have been ~ face Annas and Caiphas in full public 
view: ''Here, you birds, touch and see. I am he whom you cru
cified. You sealed the tomb but your efforts could not hold me! 
Shake in your boots!" And then, flags waving and crowds 
cheering, on up to Pilate's court: "You washed your hands of 
me? Well, here I am again! I'll show you what real power is
on your knees ... " That would have been kingdom-of-this-world 
victory. 

But Jesus would have none of it. "How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is given ... " Indeed, and how silently, yet how 
full of divine glory comes the victorious Christ. 

Jesus was not out to display his power to the embarrassment 
of his enemies. Christ, the Lord Redeemer, revealed his gracious 
love as he forgave his enemies from the cross. That same Christ, 
risen and triumphant, would use his victory only in ways atune 
with the nature of his kingdom. 

It is a shared victory. Those who were convinced that Christ 
had risen immediately told others. The resurrection was not a 
private secret; it was shared faith. "The women came back from 
the tomb and told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others ... The Eleven and others assembled and said, 'It is true! 
The Lord has risen' •.. Then the two told what had happened 
and how Jesus was recognized." 

Jesus came among them, ate broiled fish, and opened their 
minds so that they saw his resurrection in the scriptural context 
of God's dynamic will. But he did not leave it at the level of 
abstract discussion or philosophical formulation. It was news to 
be told! It was an event to be testified to! 

Evangelism declares that it is a historical fact that Christ 
arose from the dead. But evangelism does not stop with his
torical information. It goes on to say, "Share in the resurrection 
of Christ." Share by being buried with Christ and raised to 
new life. Share by accepting the power of God at work within 
you. 

Surely as we walk the Emmaus roads of the twentieth century 
there is no greater gift than to walk with the living Christ-and 
walking with him to share the assurance of his life with others. 

P.O. Box 81, Sayama-shi, Saitama-ken, Japan 850-18 
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DUANE WARDEN 

There is no more consistent theme recurring through Old and 
New Testament than that from a spiritual standpoint the pos
session of wealth presents some of the most subtle and alluring 
temptations for men to tum from God that can be experienced. 
It has always been true that those who controlled wealth were 
honored, esteemed and sought after by others, but men of God 
from Amos, to John the Baptist, to Jesus himself consistently 
taught that wealth brings greater dangers than blessings. The 
Bible makes no fine, philosophical distinctions between the de
sire for wealth or the love of riches and wealth itself. It is the 
possession of wealth which presents the dangers. 

The difficulty in citing specific passages from the Scriptures 
is in knowing where to begin: "How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God" (Mark 10:23). "It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Mark 10:25). "Woe 
unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. 
Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger" (Luke 6:24-25). 

It simply will not do to pass these warnings off with plati
tudes. Occasionally someone tries to sidestep the Scriptures by 
saying something to the ·effect that by first century standards 
ev:ryone tod3;y is rich. In the United States at least, most people 
enJOY the fru1ts of modern technology in a way that those of the 
first century could not have known. That does not argue that 
there are no rich. Terms like rich and poor of necessity must be 
defined relatives to a norm. The great number of people in our 
culture possess wealth and command an income reasonably near 
those around them. There are those whose material means are 
considerably above the norm. They are the rich. There are others 
whose material means are considerably below the norm and they 
are the poor. Jesus said, "The poor ye have with you always." 
It is self-evident that the rich will always be among us too. 

The temptations that come upon the rich man are not just in 
the possession of things alone, but are directly related to the 
fact that he possesses considerably more of the world's goods 
than others. Part of his temptation relates to the comparative 
status that wealth brings. The man whose wealth is considerably 
above the norm becomes accustomed to being sought after, to 
having others defer to his opinions. The temptation he faces is 
to become condescending, to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think. He is tempted to think of himself as a special 
kind of man, in some special relationship to others, rather than 
as one more man of the flesh who will face God in judgment. It 
is hard for all of us, but perhaps especially har.d for the rich, to 
remember that, "A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). After Jesus made 

this statement it is worth noting that he told a parable about a 
rich man. 

A special temptation of the rich man is to generalize care 
and compassion into nebulous sentimentality while forgetting 
the immediate suffering and needs of those who stand at his 
side or work in his household. Tolstoy writes of a well-to-do 
woman who would become slckenly sentimental at the theater 
while forgetting her coachman who was waiting unprotected in 
the freezing rain to give her a comfortable ride home. The situa
tion is not unlike the industrialist whose housekeeper struggles 
to survive on a minimum wage, but who will contribute half a 
million dollars to a favorite charity for which he receives due 
recognition and a comfortable tax write off. 

The rationalizations of the rich man are endless, and they are 
the more plausible because there are plenty, including his local 
pastor, who will support him in whatever he wants to believe. 
The rich man is tempted more than most to get his values out of 
perspective. He is tempted more than most to listen to praise and 
flattery. It is reP,orted that when Harry Truman became Presi
dent that a friend took him aside and said, "Harry, now that you 
are President -everyone will be seeking your favor. They will all 
try to influence you by telling you what a great, wise, learned 
and shrewd man you are. Don't listen to them Harry because we 
both know that ain't so." Few of the rich and powerful have 
such a frank and honest friend. 

Prophets like Amos, Micah and Jeremiah did not hesitate 
to warn and to rebuke those with wealth. In contrast, the clergy 
of Catholic and Protestant denominations have generally flat
tered the wealthy and adopted their stances. Both the French 
and the American Revolutions, to name only two, had decided 
anti-clerical overtones because the clergy were associated with 
the conservative political and economic positions of the few and 
the wealthy. In this respect preachers of the gospel fair no bet
ter than the denominational clergy. Today there are few Micahs 
and J eremiahs heard. When he goes to the polls and when he 
stands in the pulpit the minister is apt to stand solidly with 
those members whose wealth and prominence pay his salary and 
share his pastimes. If the souls of the wealthy are endp.ngered 
by the temptations which wealth furnishes they will bear few · 
warnings from those whom they patronize. The man who is 
shrewd and industrious enough to amass a fortune is honored 
and extolled. Few care that fortunes accumulated may be, and 
if we can believe the testimony of the Scriptures often are, 
purchased at the expense of eternity. 

Ohio Valley College, Parkersburg, WV 26101 
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Starving the Spirit 

It has been said that 90% of the scien
tists of all history are alive today! I have 
also heard that an eighth grader in the 
American school system knows more about 
the physical world than Aristotle. We 
moderns pride ourselves on our scientific 
knowledge,. not realizing that advanced 
knowledge of physical reality is often ac
companied by spiritual ignorance. 

Jesus Christ accused the people of his 
own day of being scientifically precocious 
but spiritually retarded. "When you see a 
cloud rising in the west, you say at once, 
'A shower is coming'; and so it happens. 
And when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, "There will be scorching heat'; 
and it happens. You hypocrites! You know 
how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky; but why do you not know how 
to interpret the present time?" (Luke 
12 :64-56). 

The Scientific Method 

The modern paradox of scientific ad
vancement alongside spiritual poverty 
stems largely from the astounding success 
of what is called The Scientfic Method. 
People sometimes boast that science pro
duces certainty and this is true, but only 
if you grant the colossal reductionism 
that goes on in the scientific method. It 
would be like saying that if you used a 
fishing net with two-inch holes in it you 
would never catch anything under two 
inches. 

Reality in its fullest sense is extremely 
complex. It contains intuitions of value 
and significance; it contains love, beauty, 
mystical ecstasy, and intimations of di
vinity. Science does not possess intellectual 
instruments with which to deal with all 
these subjective, non-empirical aspects of 
reality. Consequently, it ignores them and 
concentrates its attention upon those 
traits of the world that it could deal with 
by means of arithmetic, geometry, and the 
various branches of higher mathematics. 

Why does the scientific method reject 
subjective factors, emotions, feelings? 
Simply because it is convenient! Because 
the method will not allow you to deal with 
the immense complexity of reality. The 
scientist, therefore, selects from the whole 
of experience only those elements that can 
be webrhed, measured, numbered, or which 
lend themselves to mathematical treat
ment. By using this technique of simplifi
cation and abstraction the scientist has 
succeeded to an astonishing degree in 
understanding ·and dominating the physi
cal environment. This sucecss was intoxi
cating and thus many scientists and 
scientific philosophers jumped to the con
clusion that their useful abstraction from 
reality was reality itself. 

This is a fallacy we call Reductionism. 
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A. J. HOOVER 

You commit the Reductive Fallacy when 
you select a portion of a complex entity 
and say the whole is merely that por
tion. You do this when you say things 
like: love is nothing but sex, man is just 
an animal, music is nothing but sound 
waves, art is nothing but color. 

Happily, many modern thinkers have 
recognized and denounced this reductive 
strain in the philosophy of scientific re
ductionism. Abraham Maslow speaks for 
this group when he says, "The classical 
philosophy of science as morally neutral, 
value neutral, is not only wrong, but is 
extremely dangerous" (American Psy
chologist, 24:274). 

Once you recognize the reductive ele
ment in the scientific method. it doesn't 
surprise you that science has a strong 
tendency toward materialism. As R. G. 
Collingwood observes: 

Materialism is the truth about any 
object, just in so far as the object is 
reducible to terms of pure mathematics; 
and no object is so reducible except by 
consciously or unconsciously shutting 
our eyes to everything that differenti
ates it from everything else. This con
scious or unconscious act of abstraction 
is the very being of the scientific con
sciousness, and it is therefore no matter 
for pained surprise when science shows 
a bias towards determinism, behaviour
ism, and materialism generally. (Specu
lum Mentis, 168). 

Someone has well said that science gives 
perfect answers to trivial questions. This 
is largely true. When it gets down to the 
real serious questions of life--origin, pur
pose, destiny, meaning, morality-science 
is silent. Like a helpless computer it con
fesses: "I'm not programmed to handle 
that kind of question." 

The Example of Darwin 
One of the most striking illustrations 

of this paradox of scientific hypertrophy 
and spiritual atrophy is the great English 
scientist, Charles Darwin. Darwin f!l"adu
ally lost not only his religious faith; he 
complained that he lost also all interest in 
the "higher aesthetic tastes" such as 
poetry and music and fine scenery. 

Darwin confessed wistfully that he 
could have "higher feelings of wonder, ad
miration, and devotion" when looking at a 
beautiful Brazilian forest, but then he 
added, "I cannot see that such inward 
convictions and feelings are of any weight 
as evidence of what really exists." Notice 
the contrast between "what really exists" 
-nature or matter-and "inward con
victions and feelings"-subjective phe
nomena that the scientist can't assimilate. 

In a conversation with Darwin the Duke 
of Argyll referred to the wonderful design 

for certain purposes in nature which 
Darwin had brought out in his research. 
Darwin remarked, "Well, that often 
comes over me with overwhelming force, 
but at other times .•. "At this point, Dar
win would shake his head vaguely and add, 
"It seems to go away." 

Darwin said that his mind had become 
a machine for grinding general laws out of 
large collections of facts. He said that if 
he had life to live over he would read 
some poetry and hear some music about 
once a week to keep up that side of his 
brain. Still, he concluded that these 
"higher tastes" existed only on the 
periphery of reality. "What really exists" 
-matter of nature-must be the primary 
concern for the scientist. 

Conclusion 

I feel constrained to take the things 
Darwin pushed to the periphery and push 
them back into the center of reality. 
Music, poetry, painting, philosophy, mo
rality, religion-all these things are deep
ly and seriously concerned with "what 
really exists." They may be unseen but 
that doesn't matter because as Paul ex
plains, "We look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen; for 
the things that are seen are transient, but 
the things that are unseen are eternal" 
(2 Cor. 4:18). 

If science can't handle morality, 
aesthetics, and religion that only proves 
that the scientific method was reductive in 
the first place. Sir Arthur Eddington once 
used a famous analogy to illustrate this 
reductionism. He told of a fisherman who 
concluded from his fishing experiences 
with a certain net that "no creature of the 
sea is less than two inches long." Now this 
disturbed many of his colleagues and they 
demurred, pointing out that many sea 
creatures are under two inches and they 
just slipped through the two-inch holes in 
the net. But the ichthyologist was un
moved: "What my net can't catch ain't 
fish," he pontificated, and then he scorn
fully accused his critics of having pre
scientific, medieval, metaphysical preju
dices. 

Scientific reductionism or "Scientism" 
-as it is often called-is similar to this 
fisherman with the special net. Since the 
strict empirical scientist can't "catch" or 
"grasp" such qualitative things like free
dom, morality, aesthetics, mind, and God, 
he concludes that they don't exist. But 
they just slipped through his net. They 
have been slipping through his net all the 
way from Democritus to B. F. Skinner and 
Carl Sagan. 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, 
Texas 
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Confronting Millennialism (2) 
CHARLES COOK 

Premillennialists often twist Scriptures to suit their own pre
conceived ideas. For instance, you might be reading one of their 
articles and the writer, without validation or proof, might state, 
"Ezekiel chapters 87, 88 and 89 contain prophecies concerning 
the rebirth of modem Israel and the end of our age." Now, the 
average reader thinks the writer is a Bible scholar and accepts 
his interpretation without question. But who said these Ezekiel 
passages pertain to modern Israel and the end of our age? They 
might pertain to an earlier time. They might have been more 
contemporary with Old Testament history than with our age. 
They might have pertained in part to Old Testament times and 
in part to the New Testament Age. Let us take the premillen
nialists on and investigate Ezekiel's prophecy to see if it applies 
to his millennium theory or if the prophet had something else in 
mind. 

The premillennialists say what Ezekiel saw in his vision of 
the valley of dry bones which came to life again was a prophecy 
predicting the rebirth of modern Israel just prior to the Second 
Coming of Christ. They say chapters 88 and 89 predict Russia 
(Gog) and the Communist countries coming against Israel dur
ing "the Great Tribulation," which is a name they have at
tached to a seven year time period to take place on earth 
immediately prior to Armageddon. They claim the battle of 
Armagedden will be a literal final engagement to be fought on 
the Plains of Megiddo in Palestine upon Jesus' return with the 
Church, which by the way, will be "Raptured" or taken to 
heaven during this so-called tribulation period. Just as the Com
munist Confederacy (Gog and Magog) is about to pounce on 
Israel, Jesus will arrive with his forces, defeat the Communists, 
rescue Israel and set-up his millennia! throne in Jerusalem 
where he will reign for a thousand years. 

The rebirth of modern Israel is vitally important to their 
over-all theory, so the millennarians really need this confirma
tion from Ezekiel as proof that Israel will be re-established in 
mod~rn times. But if Ezekiel was not predicting modern Israel's 
rebirth, then there is a huge gap in the millennarian's theory 
and they will have to find some other passage of Scripture and 
say it predicts the rebuilding of modem Israel. As our premise 
stated, if enough of the millennarian's so-called proof texts are 
shown to mean other than what they say, then sooner or later 
they will have to concede that premillennialism is a false teach
ing, or else believe it without Scriptural basis. 

What does the prophet's experience of Ezekiel 87, 88 and 89 
indicate and where and when was it ·prophetically fulfilled? If 
we are to take Ezekiel literally, as the millennialists insist, then 
David, not Christ will be king over the millennium; because, 
Ezekiel 87:24 reads ,"David my servant shall be king over them." 
You see, our premillennial friends are literalists, and every word 
in these three chapters of Ezekiel are to be taken literally, just 
as everything in Revelation 20 is to be taken literally. 

Now, if we may understand Ezekiel to be speaking figura· 
tively, then, even though David's name is used, we understand 
that Christ, who is of David's lineage, is being spoken of here 

and not David. If we take these three chapters literally, then 
we will have· Ezekiel contradicting what ·is plainly taught in 
the New Testament about the atoning works of Christ. In one 
of his visions Ezekiel speaks of the Temple 'being rebuilt and 
animal sacrifice for sin being re-established (Ezekiel 48:18-27). 
Please bear in mind the millennialists endorse this as a part of 
the future millennium on earth under Christ. They believe the 
temple will be rebuilt and all its ordinances and sacrifices will be 
practiced during the millennium. Scofield tries to smooth this 
over by suggesting, "These offerings will be memorial, that is, 
merely commemorative of Christ's great sacrifice at the cross" 
(Scofield Bible). But Ezekiel says they will be "sin offerings" 
(Ezekiel 48:19), and that would certainly reflect on Christ! 
Both Paul and Peter said these carnal ordinances are forever 
done away with because of Christi's once for all sacrifice for sin 
on the cross (Colossians 2:14; Hebrews 7:27; 9:26; 10:10; I 
Peter 8:18). For the temple to be literally restored with animal 
sacrifices for sin being observed would be a gross contradiction 
of what the New Testament teaches about atonement and is 
certainly a slam at the propitiatory ability of God's Son! This 
would, in effect, say He is not the lamb of God who takes ·away 
the sins of the world! 

But let us look at our three chapters again, maybe Ezekiel is 
not talking about the rebirth of modern Israel at all. As origi
nally suggested, he could be referring to an occurrence more con
temporary to his day. The vision of the valley of dry bones being 
revived was fulfilled when, immediately following the 70 years 
of Babylonian Captivity, God reinstated Judah, the remnants 
of .a formerly great nation which he purified and humbled by 
the captivity (see Ezra 1). Gog and Magog have symbolic value 
and stand for all evil forces that oppose God and his people 
These same symbols are used in Revelation by John to depict 
God's enemies. Ezekiel 88 and 89 clearly teach that God was not 
going to allow any foe to prevent the reinstalation of Israel as 
a nation following the Babylonian Exile. 

Furthermore, the joining of two sticks into one symbolized 
the fact that after the Exile all Israel, including the ten northern 
tribes, was restored to the land of promise (Ezekiel 87:21). God 
made then one nation again (Ezekiel 87 :22). Israel never again 
worshipped idols having learned their lesson through suffering 
(Ezekiel 87.28). Through this remnant nation God brought in 
the Messiah, Israel's real king, and all who will receive him 
become the children of God (Ezekiel 87:24, 25; John 1:11, 12). 
Through the Messiah came a new covenant which destroyed the 
barrier between Jews and Gentiles and placed them all in a 
covenant relationship with God in one body, the Church 
(Ezekiel 87:26-28; Ephesians 2:11-17). · 

There is nothing in these three chapters, Ezekiel 87, 88 and 
89, to substantiate the theories of premillennialists; they should 
look elsewhere for a Scripture prophesying the rebirth of mod .. 
em Israel. (continued next week) 

Box 8814, New Delhi 110049, India 
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Isolationism 
Webster defines "isolationism;~ as "a 

policy of national isolation by abstention 
from alliances and other international 
political and economic relations." Isola
tionism from a religious perspective re
lates to the seclusion of a local church 
from the citizens of a given community. 

While there are many "isms" that 
threaten the church, there is none greater 
than isolationism. Will the church become 
an isolation ward within the community? 
Will we seclude and confine ourselves to 
four walls and a certain address? This is a 
decision that must be made by each con
gregation. 

Perhaps most would concede that isola
tionism is generally caused by that which 
we fail to do. It should be observed, how
ever, that segregation from the community 
is promoted by some of the things we often 
do. Some of our traditional activities have 
become contributing factors to a lack of 
involvement in the lives of fellow com
munity citizens. Let's observe a few of 
these contributing factors. 

First, the church promotes a "Sunday 
Special." We make efforts to entice the 
world to activities on the first day of the 
week that are designed specifically for 
Christians, i.e., worship. Rather than 
asking, "would you like to study the Bible 
with me," it's "why don't you come to 
church with me?" Someone has said that 
sermons for sinners are not preached in 
the church house but rather in the market
place. 

One may sigh, "I wish my friend could 
have heard that lesson." Well why not tell 
them about it. Our objective isn't to herd 
as many people as possible into the church 
bouse, but it is to take Christ to them. 

The Church's Stewardship 
If churches of Christ are to accomplish 

their purpose effectively, their business 
affairs must be managed as well as, or 
better than those of other organizations. 
The church must have good business man
agement, but it is more than a business. A 
business is run for profit. The church is 
not. The money the church receives is to 
be used for the benefit of others. It is to 
be spent to accomplish the purposes de
cided upon by the donor. 

This principle, taught in the Bible is 
called stewardship. Paul wrote, "It is re
quired in stewards that a man be found 
faithful." The man called a "steward" in 
the Bible was one who was a guardian for 
the affairs of another. Jesus' well known 
parable of talents is a classic example of 
God's teachings concerning our steward
ship. The duty of the steward is to manage 
well that which he has been given from his 
master. Christ teaches that each one must 
handle God's money with caution and ef
ficiency. 

The financial resources we possess, as 
individuals or as a congregation, are 
given to us as a trust. The w.aY in which 
we accept and utilize this trust will de
termine our faithfulness as stewards. By 
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One author says, it is "revival that starts 
in the house of prayer, but evangelism 
takes place in the marketplace." We must 
take Jesus where the people are, rather 
than try to attract them to the "Sunday 
Special." 

Jesus was willing to meet people on 
their own ground. Jesus was not one to 
make a special appearance to attract sin
ners to the temple or synagogue, but 
"this man eats with sinners." Jesus went 
home with Zacchaeus; met a woman at 
Jacob's well; talked to an adulterous 
woman on the spot about her sin; and 
even talked to a thief on the cross. Jesus 
was not an isolationist. And since he is 
the head of the body we cannot employ a 
policy of isolationism. 

A second contributing factor to church 
isolationism is programs designed to busy 
and pacify the membership of a congre
gation. How many of our programs origi
nate from desperation? Someone com
plains, "we need to do something around 
here." Mter a period of deliberation 
among the church leaders the ·~something" 
is discovered-initiate a new program. 

So a new program is initiated. Those 
who conceived the program zealously ap
peal for support. Some volunteer, others 
reluctantly participate, and then there are 
always those who work but feel brow
beaten into involvement. After a period of 
time interest declines, the program dies, 
members feel guilty and bad, and a span 
of inactivity follows. Dormancy prevails 
until someone exclaims, "we need to do 
something around here!" This exclama
tion pushes the recycle button and off we 
go again. 

Do you ever wonder how many churches 

DAVID A. OAKLEY 

properly understanding our stewardship 
we can become more faithful. 

From the earliest history of the. 
churches of Christ in Jerusalem, her 
spiritual leaders had been tempted to 
neglect the ministry of the Word and 
prayer in order to attend to the- fiscal af-

·fairs of the church family. It is a wise 
leadership who will refuse to abrogate its 
higher spiritual responsibility and select 
others to attend to the details of daily 
administration. 

To accomplish the daily tasks of the 
church requires good stewardship of its 
resources as well as the application of 
sound business practices. As sometimes 
happens, our denominational counterparts 
are a generation ahead of the Lord's 
church in recognizing and fulfilling this 
responsible function. 

It has been stated, "As a rule of thumb, 
a church with an enrollment of 1,000 or 
more active members and/or a budget of 
$100,000 or more should probably look into 
the matter of employing a church ad
ministrator."-The National Association 
of Church Businesss Administrators. 

The modern congregation with its wide-
(Continued on page 12) 

spend 80% of their time in unproductive 
work? Busy? Yes! Productive? No! The 
church at Ephesus-mentioned in Revela
tion&-was busy, but not very productive. 
We may be busy in teacher's meetings, 
zone programs, visitation, song practice, 
retreats, annual gospel meetings, and a 
hundred other things and still not win the 
lost to Jesus. These programs have no 
place in the church unless they are chan
neled into productive activity. Activity 
isn't the end within itself, but it is sup
posedly a means to an end. 

Touching the lives of friends and neigh
bors with the gospel of Christ is not a 
special project or program. This is, how
ever, the stark reality of our life style as a 
Christian. The church is composed of dis
ciples of Christ who want others to know 
about their master. Our commitment is to 
Christ and not to the formulation, imple
mentation, and stagnation of programs. 
If our programs are unproductive busy 
work geared to pacify the congregation, 
then this is another step toward isola
tionism. 

The final contributing factor to church 
isolationism is a priority on fellowship. Is 

(Continued on page 11) 

Illegal Aliens JOHN J. WRIGHT 

For the past several weeks, one of the 
leading topics of the news, radio talk 
shows, and sidewalk conversations bas 
been that of "illegal aliens." The com
ments and questions span a wide range of 
contexts, yet have one thing in common
they come charged with emotion. "Why 
should we pay for their schooling?!" 
"They're taking our jobs!" "They're 
taking over the construction industry!" 
"How can we get rid of them?!" "They're 
breaking the law!" 

I certainly don't have an answer for 
every question. Yet, at the risk of sound
ing like "Mr. Goody Two-Shoes" I will 
suggest that, as Christians, there are 
some things we need to consider when 
forming our "position" on the issue. 

First, we must remember that just a 
hundred fifty years ago "we" were illegal 
aliens in this part of the country, trying 
to scratch out survival for ourselves and 
our children. 

Second, God repeatedly speaks out in 
defense of the stranger (alien) in the land. 
."You shall not oppress the stranger." 
"You are to love those who are aliens, for 
you yourselves were aliens •.• " "When you 
reap the harvest of your land, do not reap 
to the very edges of your field or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them 
for the poor and the alien.'' 

Third, let us remember that they are 
human beings just like we are. They have 
families to support. And, legally or il
legally, they are trying to scratch out a 
minimal living ... by digging through our 
crumbs. 

One more note: Isn't it rather interest
ing that those who have fled illegally the 
poverty of Russia in order to survive are 
"heroes" . . . and those who have fled 
illegally the poverty of Mexico in order 
to survive are "criminals"?! 
4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 
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Electronic Media and the Believer 

As one surveys the current preponder
ance of religious messages on radio and 
television, it seems that the once "closet 
Christian" image has changed remarkably. 

However this new visibility of religion 
actually began in the late sixties and early 
seventies with what was then called the 
"Jesus Movement." As a result more in
dividuals began proclaiming their personal 
beliefs in God. All of which was intensi
fied when men such as Eldridge Cleaver, 
a blank panther and Chuck Colson, con
victed Watergate conspirator. found and 
proclaimed their release from the past 
by faith in God. · 

It was the media that reported these 
changes to the public. By the mere ap
pearance on the media, the subject gained 
importance and emphasis. This enhanced 
the acceptance by the general public of 
the religious message. 

As one scans the radio dial or turns the 
channel selector on the TV, one comes 
across numerous religious oriented mes
sages. Most are either on Sunday morn
ings from 6 a.m. until noon or in the 
early morning hours usually right after 
sign on Monday through Friday on radio 
or TV. While the number of religious pro
grams seems to be on the increase, few 
actually seem to be directed toward the 
nonbeliever. The vast majority of re
ligious programs are directed to and con
sumed by believers, those who agree with 
the ideas .and have already accepted them. 

The distinction between two different 
categories of electronic media is extremely 
important to consider. The secular media 
include all the broadcast stations whose 
programming does not reflect a major 
religious emphasis. These are the media to 
which the average person is constantly 
attracted for entertainment, information, 
escape and involvement. The secular media 
are directed to the general audience and 
as a result encompass a larger number of 
specific radio and television stations than 
do the religious media. 

The religious media, in addition to being 
composed of fewer stations also attract a 
considerably smaller audience than do the 
secular media. The religious media are the 
stations that have a major significant re
ligious emphasis in their programming. It 
must be noted that the audience of the re
ligious media is almost entirely composed 
of people who are already religiously ac
tive or at the very least religiously sym
pathetic. An individual who shares few 
if any religious attachments, a nonbe
liever, will not listen (except on rare 
occasions) to a religious medium. Ob
viously the nonbeliever cannot be reached 
effectively by the religious station if he 
does not tune it in. 

While a religious station does not 
attract the nonbeliever it does attract two 
different types of religious oriented per
sons, The Church-Goer and the Believer. 

BILLY G. BRANT 

The Church-Goer is the man who accepts 
the primary basic religious concepts that 
"christian" religions share. But the 
C~ur~h-Goer does not accept the specific 
prmc1ples of your belief. The Believer on 
the other hand is the man whose religious 
faith and beliefs are the same as yours. 
The former group has been basically ig
nored by the media endeavors designed by 
the church of our Lord. 

The message content for the Believer 
can and should be different in approach 
style and structure than for the Non~ 
believer or for the Church-Goer. The de
velopment of the message content for the 
Believer should focus on: 

Purpose. Each message unit regard
lc:s~ of length should have a single spe
Cific purpose. If a number of purposes 
are present then the message becomes 
confusing and disjointed. There are 
four purposes that can be directed at 
the believer: a) education-to instruct 
the believer in the appropriate subtlties 
of the faith; b) influence-to persuade 
t~~ beli~ver to accept and/ or do spe
Cific beliefs or actions; c) correction
to change from an inappropriate action 
or belief to one that is approved of; and 
d) edification-the lifting up or com
forting of the human spirits, the provid
ing of support (physical, mental, emo
tional and spiritual) to the believer. The 
importance of using only one purpose in 
each message unit cannot · be overly 
stressed. 
Doctrine. With a believer, the doc
trinal tenets and as some say, issues can 
be analyzed and openly discussed. To 
some extent, the intricacies of the faith 
and the reasons for their existence need 
detailed explanations, but these expla
nations can only be comprehended if 
there is an underlying basis of knowl
edge. 
Being Specific. Unlike a message to 
the nonbeliever which needs to be gen
eral in approach, a message to the be
liever should be specific. Vague gen
eralities, broad cliches or nebulus catch 
phrases provide little help to the be
liever who is sincerely seeking help. 
Whatever the topic, it must be concen
trated, providing information on pin 
point areas. 
More direct and forceful presentatwn. 
The approach to a believer while still 
being tactful and loving, can and should 
be .direct and more forceful than the 
approach made to a nonbeliever. A 
straight forward manner generally is 
advantageous in the long run. This does 
not mean that common courtesy can be 
overlooked. 
Longer programs. The believer's at
tention can be held longer than a non
believer's again because a believer has 
the necessary underlying knowledge and 
interest which a nonbeliever does not 

possess. Radio commands less attention 
time than does television. One to five 
minutes on radio seems ·to be the most 
effective for believers. On television, 
one to thirty minutes seems best. Also, 
attention can be prolonged by using 
variety within the program: Music, 
comments or discussion from other peo
ple, sound effects, and with television, 
different camera shots, different loca
tions, and the use of color and styles. 

The ironic twist to the entire discussion 
of the electronic media and the believer is 
the fact that the use of the electronic me
dia might not be the most appropriate ave
nue of communication in many instances. 
It is believed that the believer will tend or 
should tend to rely less and less on the 
mass media for religious input. His re
ligious input will come from his church 
or those religious leaders he holds in high 
regard. The believer will usually continue 
to use the media for entertainment and 
escape value. 

If it is decided that the electronic 
media is the appropriate method for com
municating to the believer, an additional 
consideration must be made. That con
sideration is that because of who is listen
ing some of the purposes discussed 
earlier would not be appropriate on some 
media. To be specific, the Secular Media 
which attracts the nonbeliever as well as 
the believer should present only those 
messages whose purp0se is b edify or in
form. These messages would be beneficial 
to the believers and at the same time 
would not turn off the nonbelievers. 

If however, the nonbeliever in his ignor
ance gets the impression that a particular 
belief is wrong, crazy, unattainable or un
comfortable, it will be extremely difficult 
to overcome those impressions even if he 
should become an informed believer. The 
nonbeliever can be turned off because he 
is not prepared to understand the concepts 
that can be discussed with believers. Once 
a nonbeliever has been turned off it is 
difficult to turn him on again. 

The religious media can carry those 
messages designed to edify or inform that 
are carried on the secular media but also 
because believers listen to religious media, 
it can also carry the messages designed to 
influence and correct. 

Regardless of the use of the electronic 
media, it must be realized that it is no 
substitute for the believer's participation 
and involvement with his congregation 
and fellow believers. The one-on-one rela
tionship with other believers and the ac
tivities the believer physically is involved 
in are necessary for his growth and ma
turity in the faith. 

For the believer the electronic media 
should be an efficient means of communi
cation, not the answer to his problems 
or a replacement for his church. 

Box 379, Sta. A, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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BIBLES FOR MAINLAND CHINA 

Don Iverson carried $3,048.00 with him 
for the purchase of Bibles as he returned 
to Hong Kong September 29th. One of the 
first projects of brother Iverson will be to 
place copies of God's word in the church 
which was printing scripture portions for 
their worship services. While some diffi
culty has been encountered in taking 
Bibles into China no difficu lty has been 
encountered for those entering and t ravel
ing on the four day tour. 

Brother Iverson called since his return 
to Hong Kong and said that he now has 
the opportunity to rent billboards IN 
MAINLAND CHINA TO ADVERTISE 
Bible Corre:;pondence Courses and also for 
the purpose of teaching. 

Funds are needed to take advantage of 
these opportunities to spread God's word 
and to continue to purchase Bibles. All 
contributions for that purpose should be 
mailed to: NORTHEAST CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, P .O. Box 865, Cookeville, TN 
38501. 

SPRINGFIELD'S SOUTH NATIONAL 
SENDS HEIDERICHS TO BRASILIA 

The church in Springfield, Missouri, 727 
South National, has reached a mile-stone 
in missions. After three full years of care
ful planning, t he congregation joined with 
J erry and Gail Heiderich to work in 
Brasilia, t he national capital. 

Last year, South National sent Gary 
and Ines Curro, also to Brasilia where the 
two families now begin the nucleus of a 
new mission team. As time goes by, per
haps a third fulltime family will be sent 
by the church plus apprenticeship-type 
workers for periods of two years will add 
to the team. 

Jerry Heiderich was born in Roswell , 
New Mexico, in 1954 and Gail was born in 
St. Louis, Missour i, in 1955. Both went to 
high school in Missouri and later were 
students at South west Missouri State Uni
versity where the South National church 
maintains an active student evangelism 
progr am on campus. 

You may w rite them: Jerry & Gail 
Heiderich, QND 25 Bloco D, Apto. 301, 
Taguatinga, DF 72000, BRASIL 

SHIZOUKA, JAPAN 

While most of Japan was enjoying a 
holiday in honor of the aged, member s of 
the body of Christ in Shizouka Pr efecture 
were ga thering to worship God and re
member four faithful members who had 
died. 

Taking advantage of a holiday, t)le 
members of the Numazu Church of Christ 
worked together to make possible a joint 
worship service wh ich saw over 80 pres
ent from 12 different congregations of 
the Lord's people. 

During the meeting, respect was paid to 
four past members of the Numazu congre
gation: Kashiwagi Akizo; Suguki Okichi; 
Yoshiyuki Rei; and Sarah Andrews, a 
past missionary in Shizuoka prefecture. 

Sarah Andrews worked for many year s 
prior to World War II and several yearss 
following it in the Shizuoka prefecture. 

10 (SS) 

During this time four congregatio11s were 
begun and are still in existence. Sister 
Andrews remained in Japan during World 
War II under house arrest. She died in 

1961 and is bm·ied in Shizuoka. 
Dwight A. Alb1·ight, Suwa-cho 1-16-2 
Higashi Murayama-shi Tokyo 189, 
JAPAN 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRU ST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Inst itutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 8 17 /535·1801-817 / 429-1403 

·~·- a- •-.-.a-.--u_u._..-~·-•·--~~.-...--u~~~." 

I CUSHIONS FOR . 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered t ype. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 817-645-9208 I ,,_ _____ • __ , _______ , ___ , ____ , __ ~ __ , ___ ....._.__,_...._,~~-a- u _ a_ a_a_•~ 

WHY YOU SHOULD SUBSCRIBE 
TO A GOOD RELIGIOUS PAPER 

All my life I have been taug ht that all you need to know to reach lost 
souls is to be sure you know what the Word of God really teaches. 
In the course of many agonizing years of wondering why I was not 
reaching them, it dawned on me that I m ust be better in formed as 
to w ha t they a lready b e lieved , _why they belie ved it. and where 
the y stood in regard to the precepts that guided the ir lives. 
This led me to the simple conclusion that I had to study a lot more 
about people's n eeds than I had ever realized. That shocking news 
caused me to start reading and studying, so that I could show a 
p e rson how to apply the Word of God to his life 's situation. 
This caused me to read avidly the FIRM FOUNDATION. I found it 
filled w ith the best the finest minds of the brotherhood could p roduce 
in the way of background material. I found myself growing in the 
knowle dge of the Truth, and therefore mu ch bette r pre pared to teach 
othe rs. 

This is why I am going to be assisting the publishe rs of the FIRM 
FOUNDATION in acquiring n ew read ers in 1981. I will a lso be en
couraging brethren to purchase and use the ir merchandise. The FIRM 
FOUNDATION and their books will help us all to do our jobs b e tter. 
Eve ry family in your congregation should be receiving the FIRM 
FOUNDATION. 

Paul McNie l. Elder 
Lexington, Massachuse tts 
Winte r Add ress : 10 ll W oodbrook Dr. South 

Largo, F la. 33540 
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SULPHUR SPRINGS SCHEDULES 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 

Joe Barnett, Richard Rogers and Charlie 
Hodge arc among the speakers headlining 
the program of the Second Annual North
east Texas Leadership Workshop sched
uled for November G-8 at the Shannon 
Oaks building in Sulphur Springs. Like 
last year's program, this year's schedule 
will include something for every Christian, 
though the focus is upon elders, deacons, 
teachers, p1·eache1·s and others in leader
ship in local congregations-

Other speakers who will deal with vari
ous facets of leadership arc: Flavil R. 
Yeakley, Jr., Carl Wade, Gene Glaeser, 
James Petty, Dub Deloach, Joe Beam and 
Dale Smith 

For more information write Shannon 
Oaks Church, Box 85G, Sulphur Springs, 
Tex. 75482. 

John Wolfe, 131 Longridgc, San An
tonio, Tx. 78228. A report from Adolfo 
Franco, one of our faithful preachers 
working in San Fco. del Rincon, Gto. 
l\Iexico states that he may have to take 
up secular work in order to meet neces
sary expenses. He is now receiving the 
sum of $100.00 per month l He reports 
two baptisms in November with additional 
visitors in the services. 

Any church or individua l wishing to 
help this brother in need should send your 
contribution to t he J efferson church of 
Christ, 702 Donaldson, San Antonio, Tx. 
78201 for forwarding to Bro. Franco. 

ISOLATIONISM 
(Continued from page 8) 

fellowship among brethren important? 
Absolutely ! But if our fellowship among 
brethren has led to continual segregation 
from the populus, then we are destined to 
die. "A g1·owing church must have Jiving 
connections." 

Conve1'ls to Chl'istianily should not 
totally divorce themselves from their 
worldly friends who live in sin. Of course 
the Christian should never participate in 
their friend's sin, but neither should he 
desert his f riend. We a1·e saved to become 
life long members of a worshipping soci
ety, but rather we arc saved to sa ve. If we 
regard fellowship as our priority, then 
isolationism is inevitable. 

What about yo lit' friends? Are they 
Christians? Do you constantly try to 
build new relationships through school, 
work r ecreation, civic organizations, etc.? 
Does ' your group of friends remain con
stant? 01· do you try to spend time with 
those in the world who need Jesus just as 
you d id and do? 

Will the church become a n isolation 
ward? Only i f we make it that way. Jesus 
didn't intend for it to be. J esus died out
side the gates of J erusalem and sym
bolically divorced himself from the J ewish 
capital and thereby proclaimed the uni
versali ty of his sacrifice. He died for all 
people ; he has compassion for !ill; and 
he wants his disciples to speak h1s gospel 
to all. 

May God help us to avoid Satan's subtle 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy 
(214) 526-7715 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

CAMP SHILOH 
"SerlJing Inner City Children For Christ" 

30TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION BREAKFAST 
ACU Lectureship- February 25, 1981 - 6:45 a.m. 

RAMADA Ii~N, ABILENE, TX. 

Yes, I'm planning to attend: 

Number attending : ----------
Name: _ _ _______________________________________ _ 

Address: _ ____________ __________ _ 

Telephone: __________ ____________ _ _ 

Mail to: SHILOH, Dox #767, King of Prussia, PA 19406, or phone (215) 265-8474 

tactics as he tries to sell the church a poli
cy of isolationism. 
P. 0. Box 4192, Panama City, Florida 
32401 

Paul D. Murphy, P.O. Box 97, Wilmer, 
A1 36587: During 1980 I have preached 
in eighteen meetings and established a 
new congregation in Citronelle, Ala., built 
a commodious meetinghouse for them, 
and secured a full time preacher. This is 
the fourth congregation we have estab
lished during the lJast four years and for 
wh ich we have built meetinghouses and 
secured preachers. A prominent Baptist 
preacher was recently baptized after read
ing my tract on Why I Changed Churches. 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901·761·1350 

Indiana 
Convention Center 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

July 30-August 1 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Willard Collins 
G. P. Holt 

Jeff Walling 
Wayne Kilpatrick 

Jerry Jones 
S. T. W. Gibbs, Jr. 

EVANGELISTIC SPEAKER: 

Jimmy Allen 

POST Of'FICE BOX 1118 
FRANKLIN, INDIANA ..e131 
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THE CHURCH'S STEWARDSHIP 

(Continued on page 8) 

ly varying areas of activity, its expanding 
prog rams of evangelism, benevolence, and 
edification place an ever increasing de
mand on the time and energies of the 
t rained evangelists and volunteer leaders, 
the elders and deacons of the congregation. 

It is time for church leaders to r e
evaluate their efforts. Many congrega
tions of t he Lord's people could benefit 
from employing a qualified, trained, and 
dedicated church business administrator. 

The church business administrator 
would serve in the following areas: 

Finance: Under the elder s, he should be 
charged with developing and implement
ing the f inancial progr am of the 
church. A primary responsibility would 
be administrating the funds according 
to the budget and principles laid down 
t he elders or finance committee. 
Many modern congregations with a 
budget in excess of a million dollar s a 
year, employ a secretary or bookkeeper 
charged with the responsibility of dis
persing funds. 
Stewardship planning. The church busi
ness administrator should work with the 
elders and appropriate committeemen in 
direct ing · a n effective campaign to 
raise the necessary funds for the con
gregationa l budget and special n eeds. 
I believe it is wrong to pay Satan's 
men interest on borrowed money to 
carry on God 's work. Whether it is for 
support ing a missionary or building a 
new a uditorium, God is big enough to 
provide the needed r esources (Romans 
13:8; Philippians 4:19). 
Members of the churches of Christ 
need desperately to ha ve a year-round 
program of stewardship education. We 
are taught to give, but we are not 
taught how to manage the money we r e
tain. The Biblical principles of s teward
ship apply just as much , if not more 
so to the fund I keep in my pocket a fter 
the collection plate has been passed. 
Property management. With multi
million dollar buildings and facilities, 
many of our churches could well use a 
professional manager for a ll church 
property. I know of congregations losing 
$20 000 a year or more through faulty 
mai

1

ntenance and improper purchasing 
procedures. Waste is wrong for t he in
dividual. It is jus t as \VTong for t he 
collective body of the church. 

If many congregations of the Lor d's 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Elfective . 30 sermons l ree. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town Make racks for 15c. InstructiOns 
Ire e. 

3. Ccnver t Catholoc lriends. 15 articles teach 
plai nly. kindly. Free. 

Clip ad. check items desired. Enc lose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped :?0¢ addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St.. Abilene. Texas 79E01. 
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body were a business, we would have had 
to declare bankruptcy and ceased opera
tions. Because we are not required to 
make a profit, we put up with sloppy 
business practices and poor accounting. 
Because no one is responsible, church 
budgets become inflated and church 
buildings suffer from misuse and poor 
ma intenace. God demands of his children 

excellence. The business affairs of the 
congregation call for no less than our best. 

Il\'OLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send in a list ot n ew s ubscrfp. 
l ions to the Firm F oundation, please be 
&ure each has the proper Zlp Code number 
after the c ity and state. 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$1.00 Per Month~:~::~; ;~::~~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me t he Fi rm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

How to get 11 °/o interest on savings 
and maximum interest from Scott 

THE NEWARK. DELAWA RE CHURCH OF CH RIST ANNOUNCES A $575,000 
CHURCH BUILDING BOND PROGRAM TO EXPAND ALETHEIA SCHOOL. 
Since 1974 the Ne'"'•lrk Church of Chnst has. operated Aleth<-ia School. 
The school has proven to be an outstanding tool for spread•ng -
the influence of Christ in Delaware. The 'SChool now includes ~ 
day·care through grade 5, but the new faciltties made posstblc by th •s · 
bond program will permi1 expanston through grade 8. Bond .ntormation : 
Pays 10~; 10YJ~. 11 %. Dated March t 1980. Due Sen ally. Matuung 6 months to 
IS years. Offeung made bypros.pectus o nly. FtuptU\pt.'fiU"- utmtmm~tmn<tmiJCI 
,t"\<o .. r~Chuuhol Chmt q 1 S.-1<-mChuu;h Ro.td '~o~rlo. , OC'I.-¥>.ir~ 1971) 0 021 711·1111 
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8th ANNUAL CARIBBEAN 
CHRISTIAN CRUISE 

& LECTURESHIP 
JUNE 6·13, 1981 

M-S Boheme 

TOUR HOSTS 

DARRELL and LANA FRAZIER 
West Monroe, Louisiana 

7-DAY CRUISE TO FOUR PORTS: 

• Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 
• S t. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 
• San Jua n, Puerto Rico 
• Cap Haitien, Ha iti 

Departing Fro m M iami, Florida 

LECTURESHIP THEME: 
"LOOK TOWARD THE SEA" 

MALCOLM HILL 
Cookevi lle, Tenn. 

DON STARKS 
Florence, Ala. 

• Ideal shopping and s igh ~seei ng por~s 

• Exce ll en~ cabi n accommodations 

• No passpor~ o r vaccina~ions required 

• Prices start at $670 from Miami 

• Special group island to urs avai lable 

• Ro und-trip char~er bus fare available ·fro m 
West Monroe, La. 

• Mee~ wi~h local churches a~ each por~ s~op 
and see missio n effo rts fi rs~hand 

• Ou~s~and ing Bible lectures, songfes ts and 
fellowship while at sea 

• CCC gro up d ining arrangements 

• Air/Sea packages avai lable 

CALVIN WARPULA 
West Monroe, La. 

Come join over 100 other Christians from across the country and enjoy the vacation of a lifetime. 
For free color brochure on Caribbean Christia n Cruise '81 , p lease write to: 

DARRELL FRAZIER, CCC DIRECTOR, P.O. BOX 2000, WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 



BOOKS .!Jn Review 
TURNING POINT. Roger Elwood. 
Standard. 202p. $8.95 

A companion volwne to PEOPLE OF 
DESTINY in that it draws from 17 dif
ferent authors concise, well-written state
ments of why they believe that America 
stands at the crossroads today, and is at a 
turning point in history in which the 
future of this nation may be determined 
for bette1· or for worse. Some well written 
material in areas of school, family 
church and nation. 

NEO-CALVINISM I N THE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST. Tom R oberts, Cogdill 
Found. 287 p. $11.50 

This book is a good case of some blind 
men going to see an elephant. Each sees 
what he wants to. In the classic debate 
over Calvinism, the argument in this book 
hinges on the definition of one word: 
"Impute." A word is whatever it means 
to me. And to these authors "Impute" 
means " to set to the account of," and then 
they further limit it by saying that the 
word can never include the idea of trans
ferring guil t. Although there are some 
sharply honed arguments, it is pretty 
much a tempest in a teapot. 

THE P APERBI\OK MARKET 
A COMMENTARY ON PAUL'S FIRST 
EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 
Mike Willis. Cogdill. 633 p. $8.95 

A verse-by-verse commentary in which 
the printed text is followed by the Greek 
text, and then by commentary. The com
mentary contains many original thoughts 
of the author, written in a down to earth, 
understandable, style. Most positions 
taken on hard passages are those tradi
tionally accepted. 

KINGDOM CITIZENS. John Driver. 
Herald Press. 158p. $6.95 

Taken from the Sermon on the Mount, 
the theme of this book is that the reign 
of God takes place anywhere and at any 
time when the principles of God's right
eousness are implemented in the actions of 
J esus' followers. The sermon on the Mount 
is the bedrock upon which the kin~rdom 
stands; it is the constitution of the Chris
tian religion. It is pointed out that there 
is a s tirring within the denominations and 
the emergence of the idea that conversion 
really means submission to the Lordship 
of Jesus. 

HE LOVES FOREVER. Tom Olbricht. 
Sweet. 174p. $2.35 

Thi rteen well written essays dealing 
with the ways in which God has manifest
ed his love for his own throughout all 
ages. In Abraham, in the wilderness, in 
the law, in the prophets, in the pr overbs
everywhere God's message is that he loves 
and cares for his people. 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns plense be sure to include the price. 

All book.• r eviewed hero may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publi~hing House. P lease add 
$1.00 for posta~:e and handling on orders o! $10.00 
or 1""; l09'o on orders over $10.00. 
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EVALUATION OF THE WORK 
IN IVORY COAST 

The Grieve Hall congregation has spon
sored one or more families in Ivory Coast 
since 1972. There hl).s always been a 
shortage of needed workers. There was a 
total of three contacts when we arrived, 
yet 165 were baptized in two years. Visas 
arc not hard to get, and the government 
has cooperated with the work. Of course, 
that can change, so while t his door is sti ll 
wide open we ought to make use of this 

opportunity. These peop1e have responded 
wel l. The Cliff Jarrell, Jr. family came 
home January 1, 1981, which will leave 
only one single man among 140,000,000 
people in 21 countries on the African 
continent where French is spoken. 

Grieve Hall continues to be interested 
while we search for others to go to Ivory 
Coast. If you are interested in going or 
helping please call or write me at 395 
Coventry Drive, Nashvi lle, Tn 37211-
(615) 834-4466.-Car! B. Robinson 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EVANGELIST was a 
monthly publication sent ou t 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominationalism . 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
cains the same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don OeWelt 

price $99.95 

H ere in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610. Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES. I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist a $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5o/o sales tax). 

N.tmc __________________ _ ____________ _ 

AdJrc~--------------------------------

Cn>'---------------Statc ________ Zip, _____ _ 

Stgn.tturc ------------------------------
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdvertfsiDI' fD this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate .c:onsrc&'ationa 

advertfslns meetinl' places, preachers seeklns work or con&"resationa seekin.g preachers. Also other 
ac:c:eptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leont&rd M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KiLLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M~.:..·----,-----~-:::--~= 

DENVER. COI.ORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA • .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City. Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin&: St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAltl. N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.:...;;..;,.-,;;.;__A"""N.,...C~HORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

Pleasanton. California 941S08 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW-WORSHIPON-ISLANDOF-·KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
967~46~·~====-=~~~~=-~~~~~~~ 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We wlll contact 
them. 
SERM,-O_,.N..,..s,........,F=R==-o""M,.,...-=s""u:::::N'="s==E==T=-o-n--=9:-:::0--'-m"":'in-u-.:te::--c-:-:as~se::-::t7:te 
tapes. Taped couraes for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catal()g and Brochure. Sunset Sehool of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 4:,;.7;..3·-=8.:;;22=:8;..:.•----.,=
R=EL==-I""G~I:-::O~U===s::--;B::-::O::-:O""K..,S;:;-;BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801:..:·---
Uonterre,.-. Mexlco1 Ave. Fuadlcloaes 109 

"A" OTE. Frace:. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, la~Ues 
and youth programs, etc. available on 1h inch v1deo 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director). ____ ,..,...,=-=:==--=--=-= 
BREWER,:-MAIN~241-Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND~ %20IS E. Mora-an Ave .. 
U.S. 460 EaRt OppoRite K-Mart. Office 47'1· 
5271. Dobby Wade. llfa, 47'6-40M. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley Church nf 
Christ, Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Waii'f To Buy: Used- Reiigious Boob-BOb-Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ, C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57, San 
BPnito, Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 

YUMA, ARIZ., 0151 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

ROUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDIN-x----
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in o. 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests In agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home and utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 56, Springfield, 
Colorado. You mny contact Gene Pope 303-523-4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9" : and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ, P .0. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas 76455 or call AC 915 #667-4321. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is in need of a Campus 
Minister to work full time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 485, Monticello, Arkansas 
71655. 
MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ, Riverside, California. 
Contact: Robert S. Rash, 2962 Brockton A-ve., River
side. CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
A vailnble thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase . .:...----..,..-
WANTED:Full time preacher- for congregation of 
35 in small town. Residence and utilities furnished. 
Salary negotiable but supplemented income de
sirable. Contact Church of Christ, Oakwood, Texas. 
75855. Tel. 545-2343. 
Available: Experienced gospel preacher. Excellent 
references available. Contact Gary Greene at 4718 
Longworth (317-546·6128). 
CHURCH PEWS. for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ. 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
Rex-Rotary electronic stencil maker for sale. 
Gro\•es Church of Christ, Groves, Texas. (713) 962-
8582 Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Small church in Utah wants experienced preacher, 
minimum ten years. We have full support. Call or 
Write. Harold Money, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
619, Brigham City, Utah 84302, (801) 723-8453. 
For SalC:Iiare and out-of-print books. For list, send 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Maurice A. Mere
dith. 7201 Walnut. Buena Park, Calif. 90620. 
For Sale: A.B. Dick III Platemaker, good condition. 
$595.00. Including approximately $100.00 worth of 
supplies. Call 214-832-4476 after 5:00. 

INVESTIGATE! ThP Ftrm FouDdntloD 
tries to IICrt'f'D adverftRIDR:o DDd will DOt 
kDowtng:ly tnke quPIItlonablP ndvertiRing. 
But It Is the rendtar's Tf'IIPODRiblllty to ID• 
vtaRflgnte. Llkta nay otbtar pnppr, w• some
time• unwittingly ruD nD uuwortlay ad. 
As thP old anyln.r goes, before you lave11t. 
lnvt"Rtlgntel 

WARNING 
Claud Guild, Box 96, 
Springtown, Tex. 76182 

Some weeks ago J. C. Choate published 
an article in your good paper about "Sup
porting Indian preachers appeals." I want 
to "Amen" his article. There are too many 
of them picking up the Firm Foundation 
and other publications, getting addresses 
and writing for funds. Some who write 
have funds and J. C. Bailey and I have 
found one man gathering four sources of 
income and using black mail to get more. 
Others are asking for support who are not 
members of the church. It would be good 
to run Choate's article again. 

TOLISON FAMILY TO WORK 
IN WALES 

Willie Tolison, ,a 1978 graduate of 
White's Ferry Road School of Preaching 
and his family plans to work in Cardiff, 
Wales. He has done mission work on the 
island of Malta as well as local work in 
Horatio, Arkansas, Lindsay and Durant, 
Oklahoma. 

Willie, his wife Nita, sons, Johnny (14) 
and Keith (12), along with Carla Sim
mons, an Oklahoma Christian College 
student will be working with Bill Hur
combe from north Wales, John Hunt, also 
a White's Ferry Road graduate, and Glyn 
Davies, a graduate of Preston Road 
School of Preaching. 

They can be contacted at: Church of 
Christ, Moira Terrace, Adamson, Cardiff, 
CF2 1EJ Wales. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-ail carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/94 7-5408 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 
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Tolbert Fanning and the 
Restoration Movement 

THE HAZARD 
OF THE DIE 
by James R. Wilburn 
Introduction by Howard A. White 

"In this work that is written 
with grace and dignity, Dr . 
Wilburn has caught the 
richness and nobility of 
Tolbert Fanning's spirit .. . " 
Howard A. White 
President, Pepperdine University 

Tolbert Fanning "has influenced 
every college which has been 
established by members of the 
Churches of Christ." 
M. Norvel Young, Chancellor 
Pepperdine University 

"One of perhaps five books 
about the 19th century origins 
of the Churches of Christ that 
is worthy of serious reading." 
David Edwin Harrell, Jr. 
American Historical Review 

"In Tennessee and farther 
South he exerted an influence 
during a long life much 
greater than that of any other 
among the many noble men 
who there espoused the cause 
of primitive Christian ity ." 
j. W. McGarvey 
Autobiography 

Price - $9.95 
Pepperdine University Press • Malibu, California 90265 
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BALES RETIRES AT HARDING 
At the end of the Fall Somostor, J. D. Bales, Professor of Bible at Harding 
University in Searcy, Arkansas since 1933 retired. Ba les pla ns to give his 
lime to wri t ing. Gat hered a t the informal re tire me nt party a re fellow Biblo 
Professors ( L to R) Jimmy Allen, Joe Jones, Jerry Jon es, Neale Pryor, 
Honoroo J . D. Bales, Dale McAnulty and Don Shackleford . 

Austin, Texas. February 3. 1981 

-~ 
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St~rile Christianity 

The times demand original thought. It has been so 
long sirice many in the church have had a bright new 
idea we would be uncomfortable with one. One of the 
tragedies' of ouftimes is sterile thinking. We think the 
same thoughts and accept the conclusions of our prede
cessors without question and without productive 
thinking. 

The fact that God made us thinking beings forces the 
conclusion that he expeeted us to think. Rationality 
demands the exercise of our minds in exploratory areas, 
That's the only way progress can be made. · 

We recently watched a television program in which 
the sad plight of the elderly, confined to situations and 
institutions where they were no longer compelled to 
think was depicted. The sterile, unproductive atmo
spher~ in which so many elderly people have to live is a 
blight on our society. 

By far the greater majority of church members, we 
are convinced, live in such a sterile, unproductive 
thinking atmosphere. They 'are mentally alert regard
ing secular things, s~ch as job, family, fun, etc., but 
when it comes to thinking new thoughts about how the 
church can grow and how they can have a more active 
and even pa~cipating part in its growth ·never crosses 
their minds. 

The Chdstian's mind needs food just like his body 
needs food. If it is not fed it will suffer. Without some 
sense of order or purpose in one's life, and some moti
vation to improve ~is position in the secular world, one 
is doom~d to failure. Is it any wonder why· so many 
Christians start and fail? The church is starved for 
original, fresh, innovative thinking. We keep doing the 
same old things in the same old ways. There is no sug
g~stion here that Christians have any right whatever 
to.ignore _script~re, or to break·the laws of the scrip
tures. They do not. But they do have an obligation to 
explore every possibility within the law. One of the 
tragedies of anti-ism of all kinds is its unwillingness to 
use what liberties we have been given. And we are un
willing because we are unable to· think creatively and 
inspirationally. The church is hungry for new ideas
all withi;n the law-and few are being produced. 

There is nothing quiet so painful as the birth of an 
original thought. We get so many re-hashed sermons 
because of the drudgery and anguish it takes to pro
duce original ones. We are suffering for lack of origi
nality in preachin_g, teaching, business meetings, mis
sion~ry planning-· you name it. The church is made up 
of humans with the capacity to think. Therefore its 
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growth depends upon ideas. There is an almost uni
versal lament over the decline of spiritual life in the 
church. Faith has· been largely reduced to catechism, 
and the Christian mind has lost its muscle. The average 
church member, and even the average preacher, is par
roting what he has heard others say. We are producing 
a sterile Christianity. 

Our history is replete with examples of someone 
coming up with an original thought or an innovative 
way of doing things, and immediately becoming the ob
ject of bitter persecution. If he develops a way to make 
the church more "alive" and ceases to lose half of those 
whom he baptizes he becomes the subject of a vicious 
campaign. It has been ideas that have moved the 
church to where it is; a lack of ideas will destroy it. 
The church is in the world whether we like it or not, 
and it must survive in a hostile environment. Whether 
it does or not depends upon our being wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves. We could stand some original 
thinking on how to be both. 

Someone said (it must have been Anonymou~, for 
we have forgotten) "Give an idea a place to stand and 
it will move the world. Thinking has built empires
some good and some bad. A lack of thinking has de
stroyed empires. The church cannot escape the exer
cise of this inevitable law. 

Our people act and react as if they had an absolute 
fear of ideas. There is no excuse for spiritual illiteracy. 
If we spent as much time in original thinking, all with
in the framework of the scriptures, as we spend mak
ing excuses for not doing what we very well know 
should be done, we could make great progress. ffiti
mately our ideas and our thinking will determine our 
place in history, even as it determines our place in, 
and worth to, our contemporary world. The thinking 
process is the only augur we have for boring through 
tradition, habit, sectarian bias and prejudice to the 
real substance a:p.d meaning of our spiritual lives. 

It is time for us to clearly examine what we believe 
in, and determine if we really believe in anything for 
sure. What we think determines what we are. You can't 
get sweet water out of a bitter fountain. We walk by 
faith-what we believe in. We should drink deeply of 
the perennial spring, and then give our ideas and crea
tive thoughts a legitimate way of expressing them
selves. That's church growth. 

Fmltl FOUNDATION 
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Survey Among Preachers Reveals 
Interesting Facts. 

BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 

Prior to the beginning of 1980 there had never been a com
prehensive survey among preachers serving churches of Christ. 
From time to time questions had arisen: What are the education
al levels achieved by our brethren? How many years do they con
tinue to preach? How often do they move from one congregation 
to another? How much are preachers being paid currently? How 
many are buying their own homes? How many have retirement 
plans? Answers to these and other questions were only guesses. 

The shortage of well-trained, dedicated gospel preachers it was 
thought, might be materially affected by the answers to ~orne of 
these questions. Were inadequate pay, frequent moves and un
satisfactory retirment programs major causes of the' preacher 
shortage? It was decided to seek some answers. 

Accordingly, early in 1980 a questionnaire was prepared 
covering the above questions and other related questions and 
plans were set in motion to contact preaching brethren at the 
leading brotherhood lectureships. Dr. Raymond Kelcy, Chairman 
of the Department of Bible at Oklahoma Christian College, 
contacted 111 preachers at the O.C.C. Lectures who were willing 
to fill out the questionnaire. Subsequently, Dr. William Woodson, 
Head of the Department of Bible at Freed-Hardeman College, 
was able to contact 431 additional brethren who would do the 
same. Finally, Dr. Bill Humble, Head of the Department of Bible 
at Abilene Christian University, completed the survey with 350 
questionnaires from still other preachers. Gratitude is expressed 
to these men and also the Presidents of the three colleges in
volved: Dr. Terry Johnson, Dr. Claude Gardner, and Dr. John 
Stevens, for giving their approval to this survey. 

A Comprehensive Survey 
Altogether 892 men provided the information of the survey. 

Such a number, according to polling specialists, was more than 
adequate to establish the reliability of the survey. Perhaps it 
should be pointed out that it is possible that brethren attending 
such lectureships, on an average, may receive slightly higher in
comes than those who did not attend. 

Findings 
The youngest preacher in the survey was 21 years of age and 

the oldest was 76. The average age of the 890 preachers answer
ing the question on age was 41.2 years. The median (an equal 
number above and an equal number below) was 40.19 years. 
More significant were the cumulative percentage figures: 66% 
were 45 years old or younger; 78% were 50 years old or younger; 
85% were 55 years old or younger; 93% were 60 years old or 
younger; and 97% were 65 years old or younger. It appears that 
after age 40 there is a significant drop in the number of preach
ers and that this decline continues rapidly through the ensuing 
years. 

A second question had to do with the number of years 
preached. Of the 887 answering this question the average num
ber of years preached was 17.32. The median number was 14.93. 
Again, the cumulative percentages were interesting: 52% had 
preached 15 years or less; 64% had preached 20 years or less; 
76% had preached 25 years or less; 85% had preached 30 years 
or less; 91% had preached 35 years or less; and 96% had 
preached less than 40 years. As in the previous question, ap
parently the decline in the number of preachers comes rather 

early. In this case, the decline is quite apparent after 15 years 
of preaching. 

It was found that 99% of the preachers were married and, on 
an average, had 2.6 children per family. 

The question concerning the highest educational level achieved 
produced the following responses: 6% had gone no further than 
high school; 60% had gone to college; 17% had attended preach
ing schools; 27% had attended graduate schools; and 6% had 
graduate degrees. 

Of those attending the lectureships 65% preached in urban 
or city congregations; 27% preached in rural areas; and 8% 
were missionaries (a total of 68)~ The replies came from all fifty 
states and the District of Columbia as well as a number of for
eign countries. 

The preachers were asked how long each man had preached for 
his present congregation. The results confirmed the general 
impression that there is constant movement among our preaching 
brethren, with the stay in each place relatively brief. Forty-six 
percent had preached for .their present congregations less than 
two years; another 32% had preached for their present congre
gations less than five years; another 16% had preached for their 
present congregations less than 10 years; another 4% had 
preached for their present congregations less than ·16 years; 
and another 1% had preached for their present congregations 
less than 20 years. Ninety-eight percent had been with their 
present congregations 20 years or less. In fact, only 14 men, 
out of 876 responding to this question, had preached for their 
present congregations more than 20 years. 

The preachers contacted in this survey come from congrega
tions varying widely in size. .Twenty-seven percent come from 
congregations with less than 100 members; anotlier 28% come 
from congregations with less than 199 members; another 22% 
come from congregations with less than 349 members; another 
10% come from congregations with less than 499 members; 
another 7% come from congregations with less than 749 mem
bers; another 2% come from congregations with less than 999 
members; another 2% come from congregations with less than 
1499 members, and no percent have more than 1500 members. 
Actually, 20 congregations fell in the category of 760 to 999 
members; 14 congregations fell in the category of 1000 to 1499 
members; and only four congregations had more than 1600 mem
bers. These stati~tics come from 881 preachers who responded to 
this particular question. 

· · Conclusion 
The statistics listed above are primarily concerning the num·

ber, age, years of prea_ching experience, educational achieve
ments, and other matters relating to the general backgrounds of 
preachers among churches of Christ. The sampling, 892 · preach
ers out of approximately seven or eight thousand total preachers, 
would be in the neighborhood of ten percent of all the known 
preachers in the brotherhood. Other of the findings of this sur- · 
vey will be reported in a subsequent article. Such matters as 
preacher income, retirement plans, living standards, giving prac
tices, and other information related to fina1lcial or economic 
matters will be presented. This article will appear in next week's 
issue of this paper. 
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Sin 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

The sins of the world are multitudinous. The sin of the world 
is one. Sin is like the grass in a lawn. Underneath the separate 
shoots and blades, which appear to be individual and separate, 
as if having no connection, there is a network of stolon~ 
branching roots and fibres, knotted together, intertwined, te
nacious, spreading far, and propagating,itself more rapidly the 
more it is cut and divided. The separation is on the surface. The 
unity is underground. 

Too frequently, we think of sin as if it were benign by its 
very nature-both separately in the individual and collectively in 
the race. We dismiss it from our minds and refer to it as a 
transgression of the law and take a "so what" attitude. Or we 
say with the apostle that all unrighteousness is sin without 
giving proper thought to the problem of the very evil of sin. Let 
us look at sin, not from the point of view of philosophy, but from 
the point of view of experience. 

Beneath all the particular forms of evil that have always 
existed in the world, men have always recognized a common 
ground of evil in human nature. Something has happened to man
kind. Something has entered into it and taken possession of its 
vital powers which makes it bring forth bad fruit. This is not 
speculation. This is fact born out by experience. 

The experience of mankind is a mass of cumulative evidence 
that there is a radical twist of humanity which runs through it 
from head to toe and produces evil results in every sphere of 
human life. Every child of God who comes to moral conscious
ness, comes not only with freedom of will which makes the 
choice of evil possible, but also with a propensity which seems 
to make such a choice probable. "For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God." This probability .is so intense that 
everyone who ever lived has had to reckon with it dealing with 
himself or with others. 

Humanity is organized around two facts: The desire for good 
and the recognition of evil. Every noble institution in the world 
has within itself a defensive, corrective, punitory side. This is a 
candid confession that mankind is prone to do wrong. All man
kind have taken this for granted in every aspect of life. Whether 
they are forming systems of education or government, whether 
they are forming businesses to increase their profits, or laws 
to protect their property, or wiiis to .distribute it, they always 
consider the fact that there is a strain of evil permeating 
through all humanity. 

The advance of science and philosophy has not lessened or 
decreased the evidence of this common ground of evil in the 
world. Conversely, it has done much to deepen and intensify the 
conviction that there is a perverse twist in human nature. The 
easy going and superficial optimism of the hippies, yippies, 
beatniks and flower children is so soon discredited and obsolete. 
Men are turning away from the skin-deep philosophy of "origi
nal goodness and. unlimited perfectibility of the beautiful 
people." A world is coming to see the more profound view of 
the Hebrew prophets, the Greek dramatists, Dante's Divine 
Comedy, Shakespeare's Hannlet, Tennyson's ldyUs of the King, 
the great poetry of all lands and ages. The world is coming to 
the realization that the God of heaven knows whereof he speaks 
when he says that sin is a reproach to any people and right
eousness exalteth a nation. 
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Science, with its pathetic theory of evolution, tried to put a 
stern emphasis upon the strength of the ties which bind the man 
to the brute. It only succeeded in laying bare the workings of the 
selfish, sensual, egotistic impulses of mankind. It merely 
lengthened the cords and strengthened the stakes of the fatal net 
of heredity which holds all men together in an entanglement 
of defects of nature and taints of blood. 

When the theory of evolution was comparatively new, one of 
its proponents, Professor Huxley, wrote: "I know of no study 
which is so unutterably saddening as that of the evolution of 
humanity as set forth in the annals of history. Out of the dark
ness of prehistoric ages man emerges with the marks of his 
lowly origin strong upon him. He is brute, only more intelligent 
than the other brutes; a blind prey to impulses which as often 
as not lead him to destruction; a victim of endless illusions 
which make his mental existence a terror and a burden, and fill 
his physical life with barren toil and battle. He attains a certain 
degree of comfort, and develops a more or less workabie theory 
of life in such favourable situations as the plains of Mesopota
mia or of Egypt, and then for thousands and thousands of years 
struggles with various fortunes, attended by infinite wickedness, 
bloodshed, and misery, to maintain himself at this point against 
the greed and ambition of his fellow-men. He makes a point of 
killing and otherwise persecuting all those who first try to get 
him to move on; and when he has moved a step farther he fool
ishly confers post-mortem deification on his victims. He exactly 
repeats the process with all who want to move a step yet far
ther." This was written by a teacher of so called science. Had it 
been written by a Hebrew prophet five thousand years before 
Christ, it could not have given a darker picture of mankind. 
Thank God we have a better outlook through Christ, the Son 
of God. 

Gloomy as such a view of life may be, unmitigated by any real 
explanation of its mysterious ailment, unilluminated by any 
hope of its cure, there is still something wholesome and me
dicinal in it. It is better to know the saddest truth than to be 
blinded by the happiest lie. The sober, stern-browed pessimism 
which looks darkness in the face is more sound and heroic than 
the frivolous, fat-witted optimism which turns its back, shuts its 
eyes, and laughs. · 

Mankind is created to live and rise by hope. "Wherein God, 
being minded to show more abundantly unto the heirs of the 
promise the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an 
oath; that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us: which we 
have as an anchor .of the soul, a hope both sure and stedfast 
and entering into the veil ...• " Heb. 6:17-19. But a hope which 
begins by denying the facts is a false hope whose path leads 
upward-a few step~to the edge of a precipice of deeper 
despair. 

The Bridge-Builders in Rudyard Kipling's story would have 
been fools if they had tried to accomplish their work by ignoring 
the steady downward thrust of gravitation, or shutting their 
eyes to the destructive torrents of the Ganges. 

The man who tries to build a life, or a theory of life, in 
forgetfulness of the steady downward thrust of human nature, 
or in the denial of the reality and universality of the evil that is 
in the world is no less foolish. 

It may be hidden, it may be dormant; it may be unrealized in 
the fullness of its possibilities and powers. The river may appear 
to sleep in the deepness and smoothness of its flow. The force 
that bends all foreheads downward to the dust is checked and 
countervailed by other forCes. But evil is always present. It al
ways has the potential for disaster and destruction. All the ills 
that have been propagated in the world come from that secret 
source. They are manifold in form. In origin and essence they 
are one. 
4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 
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"He Went Away Sorrowing" 
JOHN A. COPELAND 

The incident of the rich young man has greater significance 
for us today than we dare admit. This incident is recorded in 
virtually the same wording in Matthew 19:16-23, Mark 10:17-23, 
and Luke 18:18-24, This young man was a "good" man. He was 
religious. He kept the laws of God applicable to him. He had 
done so since he was old enough to know what was required of 
him. Jesus even loved him (Mark 10:21). 

But this young man had one thing that was standing between 
him and eternal life. It wa~ his material things-his earthly 
possessions, Perhaps unfortunately he had too much of this 
world's goods. He had great possessions (Matthew 19:22; Mark 
10:22); he was very rich (Luke 18:33). 

Since, by all accounts, this young man was a very law-abiding 
person, we can assume without presumption that he scrupulously 
contributed his tithes (one-tenth of his income) to God as the law 
of Moses prescribed. Jesus said to him, "Thou knowest the com
mandments" (Mark 10:19; Luke 18 .:20). So we can conclude 
that giving according to the law was not this young man's prob
lem. Jesus did not need to say to him, "Tithe as the law re
quires." 

Jesus knew what this young man's problem was. It was his 
love for his possessions which he obviously valued more than 
eternal life. He had asked Jesus what he must do to inherit 
eternal life. After Jesus said to him, "Sell what you have and 
give it to the poor," it is recorded that the young man "went 
away sorrowful; for he was one that had great possessions." In 
other words, if he had to dispose of his possessions, he was no 
longer interested in eternal life. Truly, as Paul said in I Timothy 
6:10 "For the love of money is the root of all kind of evil: which 
some reaching after have been led astray from the faith and 
have pierced themselves through with many sorrows." 

The lack of giving as we have been prospered (I Corinthians 
16:2) is perhaps the most serious problem in the church today 
for two reasons: 

First, we may be placing ourselves with those people who will 
say to Jesus at the judgment, "Lord did we not prophesy by 
thy name .•• and do many mighty works?" But Jesus will reply, 
"I never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity" (Mat
thew 7:22, 23). These people, too, will go way sorrowful. They 
are obviously religious people who think they are doing the will 
of Christ. 

The opportunities for churches of Christ to evangelize the 
world and to do good works have never been greater than they 
are today. Some men of vision are working to establish a short
wave broadcasting network that will reach more than 80% of 
the world's population. The doors of India, Spain, several Afri
can nations and other places in the world are already wide open 
to receive the gospel. Even the door of China is showing an ever
widening crack. Jesus has asked us to go into "all the world"
not just a part of it. The list of opportunities for both evangeliz
ing the world and doing good deeds is already endless and grows 
longer with each passing day. 

To take advantage of these opportunities, however, requires 
funds and inter-congregational cooperation. No single congre
gation can seize any one of these large opportunities alone. It 
also requires vision on the part of each eldership; but neither 
can elderships do the job alone. In most congregations with which 

this writer is acquainted (and probably in most others with 
which he is not acquainted), the elders establish an annual 
budget, usually on the conservative side; and then they must 
plead all year long with the members, frequently to no avail, to 
meet the budget so that none of the good works included will 
have to be eliminated. 

Instead of making our elders plead with us to meet the local 
budget, we should be so liberal in our giving that we force our 
elders to look for further opportunities. God has promised that 
if we are bountiful with him, he, in turn, will be bountiful with 
us. Read II Corinthians 9:6-13 carefully. If we want to have 
more money to give to God, we must prove our bounty to him. 
Then he will bless us so that we can be even more liberal. In 
Malachi 3:10, God challenged the Jews of that day to prove 
him. Through Malachi, God said, "Bring ye the whole tithe into 
the store-house, that there may be food in my house, and PROVE 
me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it." The God who challenged 
the Jews in Malachi's day is the same God who challenges us 
in II Corinthians 9 :6-13. 

If members of the church today did no more than practice 
tithing as the Jews were commanded to do, very few good works 
would be left undone. But many say "we are not commanded to 
tithe today." TRUE, true, Jesus said, "Except your righteous
ness shall exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
wise enter the kingdom of Heaven." The word "righteousness" 
simply means .doing that which is right, or doing the will of 
God. The scribes and Pharisees practiced tithing religiously. 
We may infer then that Jesus was saying that in our giving 
we must do more than the scribes and Pluvrisees who merely 
tithed because it. was required of them. Jesus also said, "Give, 
and it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over shall they give into your bosom. For with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.'' 

Are we commanded to tithe? No, we are asked to do more than 
tithe; and when we do, we are promised abundant material 
blessings," "so that having always all sufficiency in everything, 
(you) may abound unto every good work." Why should God ex
pect more of Christians than he did of the Jews? A thorough 
study of the Hebrew letter clearly gives us the answer to that 
question. We have a better revelation (Hebrews 1:1-4), a better 
hope (7:19), a better priesthood (7:20-28), a better covenant 
and a better promise (8 :6), a better sacrifice ( 9 :23), better 
possessions (10:34), a better country (11:16), and a better 
resurrection 11:35). Everything included in Christianity is bet
ter than the Mosacial law; therefore, everything we do, includ
ing our giving, should exceed the righteousness of the Jews. 

This generation may fail the church by neglecting to seize 
and support the opportunities facing us; but the church will not 
fail because of our neglect. Only we will fail. The church is 
eternal and Jesus said, "The gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.'' If this generation fails the church another genera
tion will rise up to condemn us. And, like the rich young man, 
we will go away sorrowful. 

309 Mardi Gras Drive, El Paso, Texas 79912 
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Barnabas and the Old Testament 
STEPHEN BROYLES 

The short exposition of Christian doctrine known as the 
Epistle of B'arnaba8 dates after A.D. 70 and probably before 132. 
Although it shows a general familiarity with the Gospels and 
Pastor&! Epistles, there is only one short sentence that is cer
tainly a quotation: "Many are called but few are ch!Jsen" 
(Barnabas 4:14). The saying is introduced by "as it is written," 
but even so it could have been quoted from memory: the saying 
is memorable but is not quoted precisely as it appears in Mat
the~ 22:14. Even though the author does not seem to possess 
any of the New Testament books, he is familiar with their teach
ings and with the normative Christian doctrines. As for the Old 
Testament, there is an abundance of quotations, chiefly from 
Pentateuch, Prophets, and Psalms. Enoch is called "scrip
ture".in l6:5,.whatever that may imply, and 2 Esdras, apparent
ly, is called "another prophet'' in 12: 1. In 4:3 a quotation from 
Enoch is ·introduced by the words, "concerning which it is 
written, as Enoch says." Otherwise quotations given in support 
of doctrine are from the canonical Hebrew scriptures. 

The purpose of the little book is put in general terms in 1:5: 
"I am striving to write to you ·briefly that, along with your faith, 
you may have perfect knowledge." As the author develops this 
theme, it becomes clear that he has several aims in mind: a) to 
admonish his readers not to become Judaized (2 :10; 3 :6; 4 :6), or 
at least to . explain to them why Christians decline to sacrifice 
(2:4-10), keep the sabbath (15 :1-9), observe the food laws 
(10:1-12), ·fast (8:1-6), and circumcise (9:1-9); b) to show 
how·prophecies and types in the Old Testament proclaim Christ 
and his cross (5:1-14; 7:1-8:7; 9:7-9; 12:1-11), and baptism 
(11:1-11); c) and to explain how the Christians, not the Jews, 
are the true recipients of the covenant (4:6-8; 13:1-14:9). 

When in our own day we try to develop these aims we draw 
upon nearly the entire New Testament, especially Galatians, 
Hebrews, and parts of Paul's other letters and the Gospels. The 
author of Barnabas, however, attempts every one of these points 
armed only with the Oid Testament. Since he must prove from 
the Old Tes~ment that God does not desire observance of the 
ceremonial law but obedience to the gospel instead, his interpre
tation nearly always departs from what we consider the plain 
meaning of the text. 

Some of the prophets are quoted to show that sacrificial ritu~l 
has been done away: " 'What is the multitude of your sacri
fices to me?' says the Lord. 'I am full of burnt offerings, and do 
not want the fat of Jambs and the blood of bulls and goats' " 
(Ba,ma,bas 2:5 = Isa. 1 :11; also in this context J er. 7:22-23; 
Zech. 8:17; Psa. 51:19). The literal meaning, pushed to its 
extreme limit, says just what Barnabas wants--but of course the 
prophets were recommending right sacrifice, not the cessation 
of sacrifice altogether. 

In other cases the literal meaning does not at all say what 
Barnabas wants. The sabbath and food laws are examples. He 
deals with the sabbath from the text which says that God made 
the world in six days and "on the seventh day he made an end, 
and rested in it, and sanctified it" (Barnabas 15:8 = Gen. 2 :2). 
By means of Psalm 90 :4, that one day is with the Lord as a 
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thousand years, this becomes a prophecy that after the world has 
stood for six thousand years, God will make an end of it and 
then truly rest. Until that time comes, no one can rightly keep 
the sabbath, for the law says to sanctify the sabbath with clean 
hands and a pure heart (Ex. 20:8), and, according to Barnabas, 
no one can in fact do that in this present age. 

As for the food laws, Moses did seem to forbid pork, birds of 
prey, and fish without scales, but he spoke "in the spirit." 
Therefore he never meant that we should abstain from these 
foods: he meant that we should never associate with men who 
are like pigs in forgetting the Lord, like birds of prey in not 
working for a living, and like cuttlefish in their dark ungodli
ness. If the Jews misunderstood and observed these laws literally, 
so much the worse· for them: they misunderstood because of the 
lust of their flesh. David however saw how things stood and 
himself wrote the same teaching in the first Psalm: " 'Blessed 
is the man who has not gone in the counsel of the ungodly' (as 
the fish go in darkness in the deeps), 'and has not stood in the 
way of sinners' (as those who appear to fear the Lord but sin 
like swine), 'and has not sat in the seat of scorners' (like· the 
·birds that sit waiting for their prey)" (Bartutbas 10:1-10). 

For Barnabas the Old Testament also proclaims Christ and 
the cross. He finds types of the cross in Moses' raised anns 
during the battle with Amalek (Ex. 17:8-13; Bcvrnabas 12:2), 
in the bronze serpent Moses set on a pole in the wilderness 
(Num. 2i:8-9; Bwrna.bas 12:6-7), and in the sacrifice of the red 
heifer (Num. 19; Barnabas 8). Barnabas is most proud of his 
numerical interpretation of the men circumcised with Abraham, 
for in this ritual Abraham "looked forward in the spirit to 
Jesus." The account of the circumcision in Genesis 17:23-27 does 
not mention the number of men involved, but Barnabas takes the 
number of Abraha~'s trained men in 14:14--eighteen and three 
hundred. Now Barnabas is working in Greek, which uses letters 
of its alphabet for numerals. He interprets the numeral in this 
way: "See that he says 'eighteen' first, and after a pause, 'three 
hundred.'" The eighteen is I = ten, H = eight. There you have 
'Jesus' [IH are the first two letters in IHCOYC, 'Jesus]. And 
because the cross was going to have grace in the T he says 'and 
three hundred' [T is 300]. So he indicates Jesus in the two let
ters and the cross in the other" (BarnabC£8 9:7-8). So pleased is 
he with this interpretation that he exclaims, "No one has heard 
a more worthy lesson from me!" But he knows he has not 
squandered it on l;lis readers, for he adds, "But I know that you 
are worthy" ( 9 :9). 

In the Epistle of Bcvrnabas we see a process at work which is 
not unique to any one age: an expositor of good Christian 
teaching supports his doctrine with texts from which he did not 
derive it. A mild form of the same thing is occasionally heard on 
Sunday morning. For the very reason that the ways of this 
author strike us as odd, we can see behind them the humanity 
of a good pastor anxious that his readers' faith might be in
formed with the "perfect knowledge" of the true way. 

Box BE, Florence, Ala. 35630 
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Confronting Millennialism (3) 
CHARLES COOK 

It is to be remembered that our millennarian friends have pre
conceived ideas which they try to justify by the Bible. It is to 
every man's advantage to approach God's Word with an open 
mind having no preconceived notions before the Book is opened. 
Our premillennial friends would .do well by adopting a more 
honest approach to the Holy Scriptures! 

When you peruse the writings of premillennialists you right 
away discover they are sensationalists. One of their book-jackets 
reads: "The great day of God's wrath is at hand when all hell 
is turned loose upon the earth/ Where will you hide?" There is 
certainly nothing wrong with warning the wicked, and every 
gospel preacher must do so. But the premillennialists are warn
ing people about something the Bible does not even mention. The 
statement quoted· is warning mankind about an imminent battle 
of Amageddon, a physical holocaust on earth, which they say will 
take place in our lifetime. They say a European Confederacy 
will arise, which will be formed from the ten Common Market 
countries of modem Europe, plus a westernizing influence from 
the United States. This Western Confederacy will be the most 
powerful of three world kingdoms which are to develop just 
before Armageddon. The other two will be the Communist 
Confederacy consisting of Russia, China and the Communst 
Bloc countries, and a great Ecclesiastical Confederacy led by 
the Roman Church and backslidden Protestant Churches who 
will have merged to make one big ecclesiastical hierarchy. 

The European Confederacy, being the most powerful, will be 
led by antichrist, a superman dictator. Under him, this Con
federacy will become the revived Roman Empire which will be 
going strong when Christ comes to set up the Kingdom of God 
on earth. The premillennialists say Daniel clearly teaches the 
reviving of ancient Rome in the days just prior to Armageddon 
and the Second Coming of Christ. All of this, they say, is 
"clearly portrayed in Daniel 2." And, here we pause to point 
out that if all this is not what Daniel is talking about, then the 
premillennial theory is again in troubled waters. To make pre
millennialism work, Daniel has to be referring to a revived Ro
man Empire as well as to the original one. The ten toes of 
Nebuchadnezzar's image must be interpreted to represent the 
ten nations of the Common Market of Europe today, and from 
them Rome will live again. 

Let us examine Daniel 2, in its context, and see what the 
prophet actually predicted. Daniel, some six hundred years be
fore Christ, predicted that God would through his Messiah set 
up an eternal kingdom (Daniel 2 :44). The inference is that as 
soon as the Messiah appears He will establish the kingdom. 
There is no hint of a postponement or failure on the part of 
the Messiah. However, the premillennialists say this is exactly 
what happened. Christ failed to set up ·God's Kingdom at his 
first appearance, so he will come again to establish it. Some
how we are assured that even though Jesus failed the first time, 
he will be successful at his second attempt to establish the 
kingdom on earth. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, had a dream in which 
he saw an image like a man having a head of gold, shoulders and 
arms of silver, mid-section of brass and legs and feet of iron 
mixed with clay. What could it mean? Daniel, after giving God 
credit for interpreting dreams, told the king that each section 
of the image represented an earthly kingdom, and that during 
the time of the fourth world power God would establish his 
Messiah and his. Kingdom. Daniel's own dream recorded in 
Daniel 7 identifies the four kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream as Babyon, Persia, Greece and Rome. Daniel clearly shows 
that each of these successive world empires are overlapping and 
that during the fourth, God would establish a fifth kingdom: 

"And in the days of these kings shall. the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom .••• " (Daniel 2 :44~). Further, he says this kingdom 
will be forever ... it will never be .destroyed ... it will not be 
succeeded by another but will smash and consume all other 
kingdoms. 

The time for the Kingdom of God to be established on earth is 
precisely shown to be during the fourth world power. The 
Bible teaches that the Church was established in A.D. 30 during 
Roman dominance, and secular history verifies that Rome faded 
into ruins in A.D. 476. If the Church is God's Kingdom pre
dicted in Daniel 2 :44, then the prophecy was fulfilled in Christ's 
first advent and the entire premise of the premillennial theory 
is, as we said before, ruined! If, however, the Kingdom of God 
is not the Church, as the millennarians contend, and is yet to be 
established on earth, then the extinct Roman Empire will have 
to be resurrected in modem times and we certainly should start 
keeping our eyes glued to the Middle East and the European 
Common Market. 

As you open your New Testament you discover almost im
mediately that Rome controls the world and you hear John the 
Baptist preaching "the kingdom is at hand" (Matthew 3:1, 2). 
After John was imprisoned, Jesus and his disciples continued 
the exact same message, "the kingdom is at hand" (Matthew 
4:17; 10:7). Jesus publically taught, "There be some of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the Kingdom of God come with power" (Mark 9:1). Pri
vately, he told the apostles, " •.. upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it ••. 
And I give unto thee the keys of the kingdom .••• " (Matthew 
16:18, 19). Here he used the words church and kingdom inter
changeably, thus confirming that the church is God's Kingdom. 

As you tum to the Book of Acts the resurrected Christ is 
about to ascend back to heaven, but before doing so he spent 
some added time with the apostles "speaking of the things per
taining to the Kingdom of God" (Acts 1 :4). The apostles wanted 
to know, "Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?" (Acts 1 :6). They were told not to question the time, but 
to wait for the power (Acts 1:7, 8). Remember, the kingdom 
was to come witli power (Mark 9:1). The power of the Holy 
Spirit was given to the apostles on Pentecost and the chur~h was 
established (Acts 2). Acts 11:15 refers to Pentecost as "the 
beginning," meaning the beginning of the church •. We know: that 
Daniel's prophetic kingdom had to beign sometime prior tO the 
demise of the Roman Empire in A.D. 476. The ch1lrch was es
tablished in the days of the Roman Empire in A.D. 30. Paul, 
writing around A.D. 60, said. he was in the kingdom (Co los-: 
sians 1:13). John, writing closer to the . tum of the first cen~ 
tury, made the same claim (Revelation 1:9). · 

The evidence is overwhelmingly in favor of the Church being 
the Messianic Kingdom promised in Daniel 2 :44. Furthermore, 
Daniel 2 :34, 35 pictured "a stone" striking the image "upon his· 
feet that were iron and clay" and completely destroying ·it. 
This "stone" was "made without hands," that is, it represented 
a spiritual being from God, namely Christ, and anyone with a 
cursory knowledge of history knows Rome fell because of the 
impact of Christ and his Church! The fact that the deity of 
Christ is the "rock" or stone upon which the Church was built 
lends particular significance to our argument (Matthew 16:18). 
The image of Nebuchadnezzar saw was struck at the feet where 
it was most vulnerable , and every part of it was completely 
destroyed. 

Yes, but what about the ten toes? The theory states that 
Nebuchadnezzar's image had ten toes which were the only 

(Continued on page 9) 
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"Unless a Kernel of Wheat ... " DANIEL ZEIGLER 

severe. He tells us how he was able to 
persevere: "It was for this very reason I 
came to this hour." He had an acute 
awareness of his purpose in coming to 
earth. Whenever we come to points in 
our lives where we must die to ourselves 
in some way, we too must remember 
our purpose in being here, that of, 
being leaven for the world. Finally, 
Jesus affirms, "Father, glorify your 

name!" He had to make a decision to use 
his life to glorify God rather than himself. 
He made that decision before he even 
came to earth, and he made it again every 
time he was tempted to give up or to sin. 
As Paul admonishes us, "Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus' Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being 

(Continued on page 11) 

Death. Even to Christians, the word 
carries with it ideas of nothingness and 
barrenness. But Jesus uses the concept of 
death to teach us an important lesson 
about Christian fruitfulness. The story is 
told in the book of John of a group of 
Greeks who come to Jesus shortly before 
the crucifixion. Jesus uses the opportunity 
to talk about his coming death: "The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glori
fied. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel 
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, 
it produces many seeds." The Church: Only a Means to an End RICHARD E. WOLFE 

Jesus realized that he had to "fall to 
the ground and die" if he would produce 
many replicas of himself, many Chris
tians. As creator of the world, Jesus had 
the right to demand the best the world 
had to offer, but he was willing to die to 
his rights. As a human being, Jesus had 
to face three years of hardship culminat
ing in torture and intense pain, but he was 
willing to die to pleasure and comfort. In 
the Garden of Gethsemane, we see him 
pleading with God to provide a way out, 
but Jesus chose to die to his own will. Fi
nally, on the cross Jesus had to experience 
physical death, but he was willing to give 
up his life. Death to self was the only way 
one seed could bear many seeds. 

Yet the Teacher doesn't end his lesson 
here; he goes on to extend the principle of 
death to all men. He states it in the form 
of a paradox: if "you seek life, you will 
find death; if you accept death, you will 
find life. The message is plain. If we 
selfishly pursue our rights, our will, our 
pleasure for our lives, we are choosing a 
course that has only one end, eternal 
death. If we die to these things for 
Christ's sake, however, we will find 
eternal life. As Paul puts it, "Our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all." 

We are not given only a general prin
ciple. Jesus leaves us with an example of 
dying to self that we must follow. "Who
ever serves me must follow me, and where 
I am, my servant also will be." Where 
was Jesus ? He was in the streets and 
synagogues, in the homes of Pharisees 
and sinners, teaching the good news of 
the kingdom. He was in the lonely places 
before dawn, praying and having his needs 
met by God; he was with the crowds, meet
ing their needs in whatever ways he could. 
Finally, he was on the cross, giving up 
his rights, comfort, will, and life so that 
he could bear seeds-us. We must follow 
Jesus by giving up our lives and involving 
ourselves in others' lives, teaching them 
and meeting their needs, so that we can 
replicate in them the Christ-life that is in 
us. Dying to ourselves in this way may 
mean giving up time, comfort, pride, 
habits, popularit~. We will certainly need 
to lay aside our "rights." But willingness 
to hate our lives in this world is no op
tion for those of us who wish to keep 
them for eternal life. 

In our pursuit of this life, we will often 
say with Jesus, "Now my heart is 
troubled," but like Jesus we must per-
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For any faithful Christian, the Church 
of our Lord fills a very important role in 
his life. The local congregation of the 
Church is often the hub of his daily ac
tivity, With the saints of his community 
he worships and forms his closest friend
ships. He realizes that the health of his 
soul is much dependent upon his relation
ship to the Christians living around him. 
His involvement with the Church is his 
most tangible proof of being a Christian. 
The role he plays among these people 
may even become his motivation to greater 
Christian service. It is here that a great 
danger lies. Biblically the Church and the 
local congregation are of great im
portance, but as humans we risk elevating 
the body of Christ to a level above the 
head itself. 

The Church was conceived for fellow
ship. Even as Elijah needed to know that 
he was not alone in striving to serve J e
hovah faithfully (I Kings 19.14), we 
are strengthened by the presence of other 
Christians. The Church is God's remedy 
for spiritual isolation. 

The Church was conceived for teaching. 
Through the Church we can all benefit 
from the talents and strengths of othet·s. 
We can and should look out for the spir
itual well-being of each other ( GA 6.1). 
Any sincere Christian would consider it 
foolish to deprive himself of the guidance 
and education he receives by association 
with his brethren. 

The Church was conceived for worship. 
The act and purpose of worship described 
in Colossians 3.16 cannot be carried out in 
private. The Lord desires and is pleased 
when we praise his name as an assembly 
of saints. 

The Church was conceived for evan
gelisation. All the miracles of Pentecost 
would have been insufficient to establish 
the Chuch had not those who believed been 
"together" and "found favor with all the 
people" (AC 2,.44-47). The impact of 
Christians together, working together, 
worshipping together is a powerful ve
hicle for the Gospel. 

The Church is a biblical institution. It 
was divinely conceived, chosen and ad
vised to strengthen us all unto salvation 
(EPH 4.11-12). But the Church is also 
limited in its function. It is an instrument 
of God for preaching and strengthening 
the saved and converting the lost, but it is 
not the goal of conversion. We are not 
converted to the Church; our message is 
the crucified Savior (I CO 1.23). 

The Church is indispensable for Chris
tian living, but it is not the purpose of the 
Christian life. Why do we attend worship 
services faithfully? It is because as a 
member of the Church our presence is ex
pected? Why do we attend a biblically 
accurate worship service? It it because 
our religious affiliation is with a con
gregation that happens to not use an 
organ? Or do we attend services because 
of a profound commitment to Jesus, and 
we worship biblically because we are de
cided to obey God's will? 

Why do we as Christians live differently 
than the world? Why do we refuse alcohol, 
sex before marriaige, and obscene lan
guage? Is it because the Church, or 
church, is opposed, or because such activi
ties are contrary to the se1"Vice we are 
rendering to the Lord? The Church is of 
tremendous value in guiding the Christian 
through the difficulties of life. The local 
congregation has a great responsibility to 
the members, but the purpose remains 
Christ. 

To elevate the Church above her bibli
cal role can be an obstacle to true con
version. Are we not sometimes guilty of 
presenting conversion as simply a choice 
between "your church and mine" or "your 
church and the Lord's"? Are our friends 
converted to our friendly group instead of 
by our Christ-centered fellowship? In 
conversing with non-Christian friends do 
we talk more about the Church, the ac
tivities and warmth of our congregation 
than about the suffering Christ? Maybe 
we know the church better than we know 
the Master. Nondenominational Chris
tianity is more than spelling "church of 
Christ" with a small "c." It should not 
sut·prise us when people are disillusioned 
when the imperfections of the local con
gregation become apparent, if they were 
converted to the body rather than the 
head. The Church is subject to human 
blundering. The Christ is perfect. 

In our doctrine, we are Christ cen
tered. But in our actions and in our un
guarded moments we sometimes appear 
to have found the "true church" rather 
than the true Savior. God adds to his 
church those who have been converted to 
his Son. In our study, conversion, and 
meditation, let us not fall into the trap of 
denominational thought patterns, but let 
us seek diligently to know, exalt, and 
present but one glorious message: Christ 
crucified. 
63, rue Des Nations-Unies 4430 Alleur, 
Belgique 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Nick Young, 2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 
46012, shares with us some thoughts on the training of teach
ers. Sur~ly congregations must realize that if they are going to 
have tramed teachers for the Bible classes, it is up to the con
gregation to train such teachers. We appreciate Bro. Young's 
sharing with us.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, Salado, 
Texas 76571 

How To Have Your Own Teacher-Training 
Program-An Update 

NICK YOUNG 

Are you tired of not having enough Bible class teachers to 
meet your educational needs? Do you fear that many of those 
who are presently teaching in your program are inadequate in 
the classroom? Do you thrill' at the idea of having a surplus 
of trained Sunday School teachers? Is it your dream to staff 
every classroom and each Joy Bus with a competent, qualified 
teacher and substitute while others equally as competent are 
chomping at the bit waiting for their turn to proclaim the Good 
News? If you answered any of these questions in the affirma
tive, then keep reading this article. For what you find in the 
following paragraphs may revolutionize your entire educational 
system. 

Five years ago one of the responsibilities of the church as
signed to me was to develop a program of Teacher Training. 
Since I had not previously conducted a course of study, I had 
some legitimate doubts about the task, to say the least. Never
theless, for the next 12 weeks I immersed myself into the study, 
researching, organizing and assimilating everything I could find 
on the subject. At the end of this preparation period, though 
I certainly had not become an overnight expert, I did at least feel 
capable to begin the course. Wonderful results came out of this 
effort. First of all, our present staff of teachers became more 
competent and better equipped. This was translated into a more 
successful teaching and learning process in the classroom. Sec
ondly, other people who had been hesitant to accept teaching 
responsibilities, but had agreed to take the training course, 
now felt prepared to teach and thus were added to the work 
force, eliminating our teacher shortage. Twice the course was 
conducted in the following two years producing similar bene
fits of equipping the beginner and refining the veteran teacher. 
During the past four years this program of Teacher Training 
has been reviewed and revised several times. 

It was in the December 6, 1977 issue of the Firm Foundation 
that this exciting opportunity was announced. Since then ap
proximately 1,000 congregations from every part of the world 
have inquired about it. Now after additional thought, study, 
prayer, and research the course has been revised and updated 
again and is available in a complete package. The entire train
ing kit includes: (1) a 6-tape (10 message) cassette album 
which features the course being conducted before a live audience, 
(2) a 3-ring, 50+ page vinyl workbook which contains the entire 
course in printed form, ( 3) a list of over 200 recommended 
teaching aids and material, the cost of each and where they 
can be purchased, ( 4) instructions on how to get the most out of 
the course~ (It is available only from Abundant Living, 1110 
Brunswick Way, Anderson, Indiana 46012 for $47.95.) 

This Teacher Training course can be used in one of three 
ways: 

Individually-Anyone possessing the complete kit can en
gage in a self-teaching process and instruct himself in the 
fine art of public teaching, In this way he may proceed 

through the course as rapidly and as frequently as he 
desires. 
Congregationally-It may be the desire of the church lead
ers or the educational director to have each teacher in 
the congregation take the course. This can be done by 
setting aside a 69-90 minute period of time each week for 
10 consecutive weeks and conducting the course at that time. 
We have found Sunday afternoons, Saturday mornings or 
Thursday nights to be the best time for such classes. Any 
time, however, your teachers would agree to come together 
obviously would be acceptable. By having it at a time when 
no other church activities are occurring, allows you to 
bring together all teachers, substitutes, bus teachers and 
prospective teachers at the same time. The complete kit 
can be purchased by the one teaching the course or by the 
church, thus allowing those who take the course to pur
chase only the notebook. (It is vitally important that each 
teacher enrolled in the course have his own workbook. Those 
who have tried to conduct these classes without the work
book have been disappointed with the results.) Workbooks 
are available for $9.95 individually. Price breaks are given 
in quantity purchases. The one who conducts the course 
should allow 3-6 weeks for his own parsonal preparation 
before he attempts to teach it to others. This will enable 
him enough time to go through the course several times and 
get the total concept, which is essential if he is to teach 
effectively. It has been estimated that 1,000 congregations 
or more will make use of this opportunity at least once 
by 1985. 
Weekend Seminar-Because of the demand for help in this 
particular area of equipping the saints, the course has 
been put into a two-day, weekend seminar. Conducted by. 
my wife and me, the seminar features two sessions on Fri
day night and eight hours of learning on Saturday. All 
sections of the material are thoroughly covered during the 
seminar. Two bonus features also are conducted on Sat
urday including a special leadership class for the men 
and a visual aids class for the women. Complete seminar 
details are available by writing 2625 Lindberg Road, Ander
son, Indiana 46012. 

The opportunities for developing dynamic teachers of God 
are unlimited. No congregation should ever again be forced to 
settle for an inadequate Sunday School program. Through the 
careful use of this course, any congregation in the world can 
eliminate any teacher deficiency. Tile teacher sho; tage as we 
have known it may become a thing of the past. It should be 
done, it can be done, and with God's help it will be done. 
THE TIME FOR ACTION IS NOW. 

CONFRONTING MILLENNIALISM (3) 
(Continued from page 7) 

things remaining of the old Roman Empire and they are sup
pose to develop into the revived Rome so that Daniel 2:44 can 
be fulfilled upon Christ's return. What ten toes? The number 
ten is not mentioned by Daniel. When the "stone" struck the 
feet of the image there was nothing remaining ... not even one 
toe (Daniel 2:35, 45). The "stone" not only smashed the ancient 
empires of men, it also smashes the modern theories of pre
millennialists! 

The premillennial view of God's Kingdom completely overlooks 
what Jesus said about its nature. In Luke 17:21 he said, "The 
Kingdom of God is within you .... " In John 18:36 he said, "My 
Kingdom is not of this world .... " It is spiritual in nature, not 
earthly. The millennarians cannot use Daniel 2 to prove their 
theories about the rise of antichrist and his ten-toed confederacy, 
a world holocaust resulting in Armageddon, and the coming of 
a physical kingdom of God on earth for a millenium. They will 
have to look elsewhere for their "proof-texts." (continued next 
week) 
Box 3814, New Delhi 110049, India 

9 [73] 



Sixth Annual 

Mediterranean-Holy Land 
Lectureship Tours 

April 24-May 8, 1981 June 12-26, 1981 
October 9-23, 1981 

12 DAYS VISITING 
EGYPT, ISRAEL, GREECE 

• Cairo • Jerusalem 
• TelAviv • Masada 
• Nazareth • DeadSea 
• Tiberias • Jericho 
• Capernaum • Athens 
• Sea of Galilee • Corinth 

OPTIONAL CRUISE-4 DAYS 
VISITING GREECE, TURKEY 

• Athens 
• Piraeus 
• Mykonos 
• Ephesus 

• Patmos 
• Rhodes 
•. Crete 
• Santorini 

YOUR TOUR DIRECTORS 
Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Marvin Phillips 
Dillard Thurman 
DougLa~er 
Keith Robtnson 
Frank Swaim 
Alvin Jennings 

13101 Preston Rd., #411 

Dr. ~ugene Smith 
Bill D. Allen 
Roger Jeal 
Lawrence Williams 
John H. Cannon, Jr. 
Dr. Russell Squire 

Over 1300 
Happy Passengers 

Have Taken 
These Toursl 

Fowler Tours --
Dallas, Texas 75240 
(214) 387·3081 

Mediterranean Holy Land 
Lectureship Tours 
Aprii24·May 8, 1981 
June 12·26, ~981 
OCtober 9-23, 1981 

YES I'm interested! Please send free descriptive brochure. 

Name _________________________________ _ 

Ad~~s __________________________________ __ 

City ____________ State. _____ Zip. ___ _ 
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"UNLESS A KERNEL OF WHEAT ••• " 
(Continued from page 8) 

found in appearance as a man, he hum
bled himself and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross!" 

If we have the attitude of Christ, we 
will be effective Christians-and we, too, 
will produce a good crop of seeds. 
3027 Stadium Drive, #6, Columbus, Ohio 
43202 

Charles M. Clodfelter, 4006 Hermitage 
Road, P. 0. Box 9245, Richmond, Vir
ginia 23227. After eleven years as preach
er for the Hermitage Road Church, I have 
accepted the invitation to preach for the 
Central church in Brimingham, Alabama 
effective March 1, 1981. 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 ~01-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

Indiana 
Convention Center 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

July 30-August 1 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Willard Collins 
G. P. Holt 

Jeff Walling 
~Wayne Kilpatrick 

Jerry Jones 
S. T. W. Gibbs, Jr. 

EVANGELISTIC SPEAKER: 

Jimmy Allen 

Mld-Amel'lt:ll EmiiiJflllam 
WCNbllop 

POST ~ICE BOX ,. 
FRANKLIN. INDIANA 48131 

OKLAHOMA CITY CHURCH BURNS 
A fire destroyed the Eastside church 

located at 916 South Douglas in Mid-West 
city early Monday morning November 17, 
according to Gary Grady, minister. Cause 
of the fire is unknown. Some Bible School 
rooms were heavily damaged but salvag
able. The auditorium was a complete loss. 

The congregation was in the process of 
planning a larger auditorium at the time 
of the fire which was estimated to have 
inflicted $500,000 damage to the church 
plant. 

A Firm FoaDdatfon aub•erlptlon makes a 
wonderful blrtbda:v or anRlversar:v gift. 

r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 

I PLANNING TO BUILD? I 
~ ContineDJtal Church Budlders .is in its 1l9th year at suecessful opera-tion. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning toward construction Olf ryour new building. i 
~ Brochure sent on request. cau collect . . . ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Oolumbfne Place P. 0. Box 40289 r j (6US) 388-2318 NashvDie, Temlessee 8'72M l 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~--~--~~ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins September 1981. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 • 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. · 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech. Uni.;· 
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

11 [751 



East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 

Horold Duncan 
Elder 

Teacher 

Bill Nicks 
Director 
Teacher 

M. H. Tucker 
Dean of Students 

Teacher 

JohnWoddey 
Local Evangelist 

Teacher 

Charles Hull 
Personal Work Director 

Teacher 

Goorge Goldman 
Dean 

Teacher 

• Excellent Eldership • Approved for V .A. • Jobs Available for Wives • Excellent Study 
• ExcellentFaculty • Mission-Minded • Established in 1971 • Excellent Program 

• Free Tuition • Classes for Wives 

Lectureship Books: Paperbound Clothbound 

Contributing Faculty: AI Behel , Herb Byrd , Jimmy Eaton. 1977-Living Soberly, Righteously, Godly 
1978-Morallssues 

$4.00 
$4.00 
$5.00 
$6.00 

$6.00 
$6.00 
$7.00 
$8.00 

Frank Fox. Ralph Gilmore, Richard Powlus. Steve Riley. 
Wives Classes Taught by: Sara Goldman and Gerry Nicks. 1979-Great Chapters of the Bible 

1980-Great Doctrines of the Bible 

For More Information, Write or Call: 

Bill Nicks 
(615)693-4894 

East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville . Tennessee 37921 
George Goldman 
(615)938-2219 
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(615)584-0002 or 584-4657 

TEXAS NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL 

~J~~;IinG 3~Y13~~ ~·g;1/ 
~Sabinal, Texas/ 
~ 

Who Can Attend? Adults And Teens (Minimum Age 14) 

What Will TI1is Program Cost? $120.00. This is $17.00 per day for 7 days. This cost 
includes room, all meals, books, class supplies, tuition, and taxes. 

How Can I learn more about this program? 

Send For A Free Catalog 

Texas Normal Singing School • Box 456 • Sabinal , Texas 78881 

Edgar Fu rr • Phone: 915-653-1090 
(After May 10, 1981 Phone: 512-988-2654) 
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For The Best 
Retirement Time Of Your Life 
Plan For Your Future At 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
A creatively-planned retirement 
community for Christians who want to 
retire to full-time living in a secluded 
country estate setting with 
advantages afforded by two great 
cities. 

Lakewood Village will be an 
expanding world where you can 
maintain rich linkages with the church 
-where the basic housing cost of a 
life-care lease program assures 
protection against inflation -where 
services not easily obtainable in the 
traditional community setting are 
available. 

For Free Brochure and More Information - call 
collect - (817) 451-8001, or write to: 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
5100 Randol Mill Road Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

A joint ministry of Christian Care Centers, Inc. (formerly 
Home for the Aged) and Associated Christian Living, Inc. 



ACU GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN 
BIBLE TO CONTINUE 

The graduate programs in Bible being 
offered by Abilene Christian Univer sity 
in Arlington and Lubbock will continue in 
the spring semester, according to an an
nouncement from Dr. B. J. Humble, Head 
of the ACU Bible Department. 

Nine hours of graduate work will be 
offered at Lubbock with classes meeting 
on the Lubbock Chr istian College campus. 
Dr. Thomas Olbricht will teach two 
courses. 

Dr. J . D. Thomas will offer two courses 
at Arlington. 

Anyone inter ested in more information 
may write or ca ll Dr. B. J . H umble at 
ACU. 

Esten l\lacon, Viola, Tn., 37394, J an. 6: 
Two persons were baptized since my last 
r eport. Attendance and contributions are 
s teady and good in terest. is being shown 
in my three Bible classes. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler , Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Inf ormation, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone : 817/ 9-17-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

gr oup rate 
Plans offered only to w ork ers in 

Churches of Christ 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Li fe, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 

1315 WEST BRISTOL ROAD • FLINT, MICHIGAN 48507 • (313) 238-1011 

To fe l low members of t he body of Chri st , 

The Bri stol Road School of Biblical Studies, Flint, 
t~i chi ga n, has enjoyed more than ten years of its tl'/0-year 
preacher t raining program. It has been our commitment to 
tra in men from t he North--in the North-- t o evangelize the 
Nor t h. 

As many of you know, much of t he North i s still an 
un evangelized , mission area. There are hundreds of towns in 
our state and neighboring s tates that do not have a singl e 
congregation of t he Lord' s people . It i s our desire to see 
t he gospel preached in every town in t he North. 

We are attempting to increase the capabilities and 
effect iveness of t he Bri stol Road Sc hool of Biblical Studies 
and in turn provide more t rai ned preachers for this section 
of t he nati on. In order to grow, we must add to our 
t eachi ng staff. 

We presently have two full - time and one part-time 
inst ruc tor provided by the Bri s tol Road congregation. On 
July 1, 1980, Gene Collings was added as our first 
i nstructor t o be support ed from outside the Bristol Road 
congregati on. We are invi t ing congregations and individuals 
to joi n us in t his great work by providing a portion of 
brot her Co llings ' support. It i s imperative that we 
cont inue t o grow and move forward with the gospel in the 
Nort h. v/on' t you consider helping us? Soul s are dying 
while 1~e linger. 

For further information write or cal l the elders of the 
Bristol Road church of Chri st, under whose oversight the 
schoo l operates . 

The Elders 
Bristol Road church of Chri st 

···········--·········································· ·································· • • • Sun<Uty through Wedn••<~•y Congreg•llon•l • 

• • • • • • • 

usiNGING EMPHASIS \NOAKSHOPS" 
( 560 conducte d in thirty states from coast to coast.) 

Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 

• • • • 

• ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 
Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone {404) 449-1202 544 UTC 

• • • • 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section .$1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50).· Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CDATHA.ltl, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHER..~ NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE VHlJRCD OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, Callfoi'Dla 94C580 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence :Ma~~ 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
aomeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line. or call (206) 364-2275. We wlll contact 
them. 
SERMc-:O:-::N""'s=--=F::R;::-O:-M==--=s'-u=N~S=E::;;T;;;-o-n--::9:-:::0-:::m:.:in:-:u::;te~c=a=s=se:;tte:;: 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER:TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Wr1te for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School oC 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. -
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Hmrper, 473-8228. 
R"""'E=L,....,.,IG:::I:-::0:-::U""S=--=B::;.:O:-:O="K=s-;BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
ltlonterre,r. Mexico& Ave. Fnndlclone• 109 

.. A" OTE. Frace. Buenos Aires 
Tel.: 55-55-11 

David Cardenas, Evangelista 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensrlewood Church of Chri~t. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evansrelist 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, la~ies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lh inch v1deo 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Directort...>--,=--==-=:-=::--:=-:o 
BREWER~MAINE-24ICenter St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 220G E. Mol'Jmn Ave .. 
U.S. 460 Ea111t Oppo111lte K-Mnri. Office 4~~
S:wt. Dobby Wnde. Min. 4~0-4056. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA :Vnlley Cbnl'ch nf 
Christ. Come visit us. Phon~'7~4.:_6'79-1010. 
Want ToBuy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280 Kempner, Texas 76539-612-982-3838. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito. Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 57, San 
Benito: Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 

Y UIIA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home and utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 56, Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 303-523-4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9": and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ, P.O. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas 76455 or call AC 915 #667-4321. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is in need of a Campus 
Minister to work full time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 485, Monticello, Arkansas 
71655. 
MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ. Riverside, California. 
Contact: RobertS. Rash, 2962 Brockton A-ve., River
side, CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Available: Experienced gospel preacher. Excellent 
references available, Contact Gary Greene at 4718 
Longworth. Indianapolis. Ind. (317-545-6128). 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
Rex-Rotary electronic stencil maker for sale. 
Groves Church of Christ, Groves, Texas. (713) 962-
8582 Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Small church in Utah wants experienced preache1·, 
minimum ten years. We have full support. Call or 
Write. Harold Money. Church of Christ. P.O. Box 
619, Brigham City, Utah 84302, (801) 723-8453. 
For Sale: A.B. Dick III Platemaker, good condition. 
$595.00. Including approximately $100.00 worth of 
supplies. Call 214-832-4476 after 5:00. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt R!l •• 
P.O. Box 576. Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
WnsblnJrton, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VlrglnJa 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340. 

CENTUR~Y=-2-1-R=un= Y WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
New, exciting, Church of Christ property insurance 
program for Texas congregations. 25% dividend. 
For information. contact Ben F. See. Agents wel
come. 1784 S. Clack, Suite F .. Abilene, Tex. 79605. 
1-915/692-5085. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Sneedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Snangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
.-all (916\ 8RI'i-577S. 
WANTED. Soul-winnimr video tape rec<?rdinlls that 
present tl-tP r:oon NEWS hy lntPresbno:. tadful 
wa:vs CHRISTTAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087, 
Snnt'l Clara. CA 95051. 
CHURCH BUSF.8-All t:vpes and price ranges. Fort 
Worth, Texas. Phone 817-293-9456. 
Minister wanted at Church of Christ in Keyes. Okla
homa. Prefer man with experience as full time 
minister with emphasis on personal work. Telephone 
(405) 546-3721. 

Wanted: Full and or part-time preacher to help 
build a new work in the Brandon Vermont area. 
Three to five families now meeting in rented hall. 
Approx. 30,000 people in surrounding area. Only 
partial supp·ort available. Write (send resume) to 
Church of Christ, P .0. Box 32, Brandon. Vermont 
05733, or call Paul Richardson, 802-459-2019. 
Preacher Wanted. Full time. Mature, energetic, ex
periencd, married man, sound in faith. Residence 
provided, good salary. Please submit sermon by eas
sette tape, picture of self and family, resume and 
references to Church of Christ. 625 Bird St., Oro
!ille, California 95965. 

Congregation of approximately 600 seeks retired 
couple to work in our Benevolent Department and 
do Janitorial work, Benevolent work consist of in
terviewing contacts, working with Welfare Dept., 
etc. Apartment and salary provided. We prefer an 
older, retired couple. Contact: Hugh Forehand. 27 
Oak Creek Dr., Kaufman, TX, 75142 or call 1-214-
932-6576." 
The Seirra Christian School (K-9) is seeking a 
qualified Principal for the 1981-82 school year. If 
interested, please send resume to Greg Cobarrubi.as, 
Board Chairman, Sierra Christian School, 4368 N. 
Sutter St., Stockton, CA 95204. 

ernplo~ees 
O.J= 

cbar<cbes OJ= cbr<fst 
fnsar<ance gr<oap • ~~a-••• 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the· first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. . . .. . .. .. • .. . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .............. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 

$94.79 

$39.23 

(One Time Only) . .. . .. .. . .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.f.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Get the most from your retirement 
doDars ·and help the church grow., too! 
'Thx-sheltered, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or .KEOGH PLANS invested in mortgage 
bonds of Churches of Christ are currently earning 
interest at 120fo. 

• No commission charges 
• Immediate and future tax benefits 
• You invest for yourself and in church growth, too 
• Ideal plan to consider for your minister's retirement 
• 1hmsferring your existing plan to 1h1st Company of 

America, could increase your retirement income 

A special service to churches 
and church members 

·-----------------I Ad now and reduce your 1980 fedenllneome taxes! I 
1. MaD thB coupon today! I 

FF 81·2 

I
I 'lhlst Company of America I 

5408 Bell, Box 8183 I 
1 Amarillo, 1exas 79109 1 
I Thlephone (806) 358-2491 1 
I YES, I want to know more about how I can buDd my I 
1 retirement with a 1hJst Company of America IRA or 1 
I 

Keogh plan and help the church grow, too. Please rush I 
further information. 

I I 
I I 
I Nmne I 
I I 
I Address I 
I I 
I~ ~ ~ I 
I I 
1 Thlephone I 

1-------------------------------------
Need funds for new church buDding or 
expansion? 

Here's why Affiliated Managers is best qualified to 
he~p you: 

• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 
church finance company serving churches of Christ 
exclusively. 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over 1,250 congregations of churches of Christ have 
benefited from Affiliated's services. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

MaD thm coujlon today for more Information about 
Affiliated ~ers quaHty dnueb finandng. 

·-----------------1 AffiHated Managers, IDe. FF 81·2 I 
I 5408 Bell, P.o. Box 7648 1 
1 Amarillo, Texas 79109 1 
I <806) 352-5603 I 
I We're planning some church bulldiag and need funds. 1 
1 ·Please. send information about your quality church I 
I fmancmg. 

I I 
1 Name/individual ~ 

I Address/Church I 
I~ ~ ~ I 
II F . . . (p ch I unction m congregation rea er, elder, etc.) 1 
I I 1 Telephone I 

--------------------------------------
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KENTVILLE, NOVA SCOTIA was the scene of a recent "Men's Rot roat," 
hosted by t he Carsan Avenue chu rch. The Kentvillo church is composed 
chiefly of now C hristians, primari ly the results of tho work of tho Brian 
Garnetts who labor there. Pictured hore are a number of area preachers and 
church loaders. Garnett is in back row, right, in white shirt. The church is 

g rowing a nd growing stronger in Nova Scotia. 

Austin, Texas. February 10, 1981 
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Militant Muslims 

Americans seem to make very little effort to under
stand the thinking and motivation of other peoples. We 
are amazed at the way orientals think. We can't under
stand why African tribesmen think like they do. We are 
sure that Iranian Muslims are out of their minds. How 
could any civilized nation seize and hold as hostages 
the government personnel of another nation? We be
lieve there are some lessons to be learned here that 
would help all our missionary endeavors. 

The Muslim religion is the most aggressive religion 
on earth. They push their cause as Christians seldom, if 
ever, do. Muhammad taught his followers in the 7th cen
tury that they were to make war on idolatry and all false 
religions and to drive them from the face of the earth. 
There was no live-and-let-live principle in his philoso
phy. There was no middle ground. One was either "for" 
or he was "against" Islam. All opposition was to be met 
with force and banished. This same aggressiveness has 
characterized Muhammadanism through the centuries. 
In the late nineteenth century Turkish Muslims began 
their terrible persecution of "Christian" min01;ties and 
six million Armenians and Greeks perished. Consider 
what Idi Amin did in Uganda, not so much because he 
was crazy as because he was Muslim and intended to 
eradicate its opposition. Today a state of almost civil 
war exists in the Philippines as the Muslim element 
exerts itself on behalf of what it calls "God" against all 
others. The Iranian government's present hard line is 
not as umeal as it seems to us Americans. It is com
pletely in keeping with Muslim history and Muham
mad's teaching. 

While we may disagree with what we call fanaticism 
in Islam, the thinking Christian could wish that all 
Christians were as dedicated to cause as are the Mus
lims. We are shocked by their unbending because we are 
so pliable. They stand for something with all their 
might. Many Christians simply can't understand such 
loyalty. A Christian who stands for his faith like a Mus
lim stands for his faith is shocking because he is a raxe 
breed. We misjudge and underestimate Islam. In any 
mission field it is a foe to be reckoned with. 

Islamic religion is deeply rooted in their understandng 
of God. Their creed is concise and articulate. They are 
evangelistic beyond the Christian's comprehension. 
Their practices, such as often confessing their faith, 
bowing toward Mecca, praying five times daily, and 
even fasting, are by very habit a discipline that produces 
fanatic followings. But the one thing above all others 
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that makes the Muslim religion militant is "Jihad." 
Jihad is an Arabic word meaning "exertion." The word 
reflects the fact that Islam demands that its followers 
put everything they are, and have, into it. It is God's 
cause and it deserves all you have. 

Jihad is a sort of sixth pillar to the Muslim faith, 
along with Confessing the faith, Reciting the daily 
prayers, Observing the fast, Giving alms and Making the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Jihad calls for exerting one's self 
to the uttermost to disseminate the Word of God and to 
make it supreme. Whatever it takes to remove every ob
stacle to the free on-moving of Islam must be done. 
Islam divides the whole world into two camps-those 
who have submitted, and those who haven't. Every Mus
lim feels that his task'is to preach, persuade and "exert" 
himself in behalf of Islam. Christians could well learn a 
valuable lesson here. 

Muslims go one step beyond what Christians can do 
by the scriptures. Islam relies heavily on the sword to 
propagate itself. Muhammad himself was driven out of 
his native country and went to Medina with a sword in 
his hand. He envisioned the conquest of Mecca, then 
Arabia and finally all of the world in a sort of "Jerusa
lem, Judea and Samaria, and the uttermost part of the 
world" campaign. Islam has always sought military 
solutions to problems of conquering the world for Allah. 
This, of cow·se, Clu-istians could not do, but they can 
take a lesson from dogged determination and the total 
commitment of Islam. 

We sometimes chaff at our inability to penetrate Mus
lim countries with our missionary work. We label them 
oppressive, when really it is "Zeal for the father's 
house" that has eaten them up. They want to make no 
room at all for anything that is not Islam. We must not 
be oblivious to the fact that because of the energy crisis 
vast economic powers are now concentrated on the side 
of Islam, and we must not forget the fact that Islam 
will press these advantages in favor of the Muslim re
ligion. It is the expressed duty of every Muslim to prop
agate his faith, whether by "tongue or pen or sword." 

If Christians would match the fervor and devotion, 
and the uncompromising faith of Muslims the truth we 
possess could roll · over the Muslim world like a blanket 
of sunshine. Without that, the darkness may roll over us. 
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·WALTER SWAIN 

"Gossip" is a party game in which several people are lined up 
in a row, and a short message is whispered into the ear of one 
on the end of the line. This message is repeated by that person 
into the ear of the next one in line, and so on, down the line to the 
last person. Anyone who has ever played this game knows that 
the message never comes out the way it was given. Sometimes it 
is even difficult to relate the last message to the first. 

Through history the Christian faith has been somewhat like 
the message in this game. It seldom comes out the way it was 
given. Additions, deletions, traditions, false interpretations, and 
teachings of men have caused the Christian faith to lose its true 
meaning and thrust in the world. 

Because of this many have failed to see the way of Christ for 
what it really is. Some view the Christian faith as strictly mem
bership in an organization. It is something you "belong to." This 
has led many to reject the church, because they are familiar with 
an organization claiming to be the church, which they do not 
want to become a part of. Some have taken a legalistic view of 
Christianity, declaring one must adhere to the "right doctrine," 
to be justified. Yet, that "right doctrine" is usually their inter
pretation or own human traditions. Some have reduced Chris
tianity to mere ritualism, of going through the right forms in the 
right way, at the right time. The "Sunday morning Christian" 
is the result of this emphasis. Others have distorted the Christian 
faith by saying that being a Christian is just living a good life, 
doing good to others, and staying out of trouble. Multitudes live 
by this standard of humanism, believing they will come out all
right in the end, and, saddest of all, thinking they are living the 
Christian life. 

But what is the real essence of the Christian faith? What is 
the true meaning of being a Christian? What is the real thrust 
of Christianity in the world? 

The answer to these questions is found in man having a right 
relationship to God based on the truth as found in the Bible. The 
Christian faith exists in the world to give people a chance to be 
right with God, through Jesus Christ. It is to be a way of life, not 
just membership in an organization. It is what we are, because 
of Christ being in us, not mere adherence to the "right doctrine." 
It is worshipping and serving God in the right way, because we 
love him, and experience him in our lives through those scriptural 
rituals and forms. It is living a pure moral life, because Christ 
lives in us and is our example. 

Christianity began when men responded to the message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and experienced a new spiritual rebirth. 
The apostle Peter's sermon in Acts chapter two stressed that 
those present were not right with God because they had crucified 
the Christ, who was now sitting at the right hand of God in 
heaven. When they asked what to do about their situation they 
were told to believe and obey God's commands that they might 
be bom again. Their baptism into Christ was to be the beginning 
of a new way of life, which is described in the last part of the 
chapter. 

Those who became Christians continued as active members of 
the body of Christ. They had constant fellowship and communion 
with their fellow Christians, and worshipped God with them on 
a regular basis. This worship, done according to the teachings of 
Christ, was heart felt and flowed from hearts wanting to praise 
God and give him all the glory. 

The lives of those born again into Christ were changed totally. 
They put away worldly thoughts and activities, and became 
wrapped up in their efforts to follow the example of Christ in 
their own lives. They lived pure moral lives, and gave themselves 
in service to others. 

But the strongest indication of their changed lives was the 
fruit that they bore. Because they were completely dedicated to 
Christ and his ways, they showed peace, joy, contentment, and, 
above all, real love in their lives. They had truly become different 
people than they had been before. 

Yes, the essence of true Christianity is man's personal rela
tionship to God through Jesus Christ. It is a relationship that 
springs from a spiritual rebirth, and is sustained through fellow
ship and communion with those of like mind and faith. This new 
relationship leads one to worship God according to his com
mands, and to live a life molded after the perfect life Jesus lived 
here on earth. Such a life produces good fruit in this life, and 
leads to an eternal existence with God for eternity. 

Let us strive today to make the Christian faith today what it 
was when God first established this way in the world. Then 
others will see what true Christianity is, and will want to be
come a part of it. 

6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, Ca. 92111 
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If you ever visit Germany, don't miss 
die grossen Alpenfakrt, "the great Alps 
journey." There you'll see Oberammergau, 
lovely castJes like Neuschwanstein, beauti
ful snow-capped mountains, and especially 
. • . Wies Church. 

As you approach this old pilgrimage 
church you'll be totally unimpressed by the 
exterior. It's large and white and re
sembles a fancy barn, or, at most, an old 
rustic Bavarian manor house. As you pay 
the admission price and trek up the dirt 
path to the door, you'll find yourself won
dering, "Why did they put this place on 
the great Alps Journey?" 

Once you step inside, however, you sud
denly realize why this old white structure 
merits a visit. A riot of color, no, a ballet 
of color, assaults your senses. You gaze 
upon one of the finest examples of rococo 
interior decoration in the entire world. 
Your mind reels trying to take in all of 
the cherubs, angels, harps, saints and 
bishops in the time allotted by the bus 
driver. 

The first time I visited the Wies Church 
in 1968 I thought to myself, "Christianity 
is often like that-plain on the outside, 
beautiful on the inside." Deceptive. Mis
leading. You must go into the structure to 
see what is so sekenswilrdig, as the Ger
mans say, what is so "see-worthy." 

Humanism 
But Humanism is just the opposite. You 

are impressed by the exterior but disap
pointed-eternally disappointed-by the 
interior. When you get inside the Human
ist cathedral you strike a vein of pure 
Nihilism. 

Many people are attracted to Humanism 
at first because it seems to liberate thein. 
It comes on strong by promising truth, not 
opinion. It emphasizes reason and science, 
not authority and superstition. Human
ism traditionally appeals to the educated, 
sophisticated man. 

Furthermore-, Humanism seems to be 
easier on us poor human beings. It warns 
against murder, theft, and lying, to be 
sure, but it's rather soft on sex and hedon
ism in general. It winks at fornication, 
adultery, drinking and things like that. 

Yes, on the exterior Humanism to many 
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Atheism 
and 

Sadness 
A.J. HOOVER 

people looks better than Christianity. But 
go on into the building, keep on exploring 
this world view and you will find the core 
shocking. You will discover that Human
ism offers you a universe where man is 
merely "an accident in a backwater," as 
Bertrand Russell said. It's difficult to live 
on the core of Humanism, because its 
Nihilism destroys any incentive for life, at 
least for a purposeful, meaningful life. 

Christianity Is Humanistic! 
We must continually remind the natu

ralist and the materialist that Christianity 
is also humanistic, in the best sense of that 
term. Christianity is interested in man, 
much more interested than some forms of 
Humanism, like Russian Communism. 
Christ taught us the dignity of man and 
the worth of personality and the right of 
self-realization. Christ's teachings promote 
ethical behavior and the good life as much 
as any Humanism. 

In fact, Christian Theism has a much 
better basis for true humanism than Natu
ralism, because it teaches that God 
specially fashioned man as the apex of 
His creation. Naturalism, on the contrary, 
has man coming as an accident, a waif, 
and orphan in the cosmic process. 

It doesn't take the reflective thinker 
long to discover that naturalistic Human
ism has no real system of values. What
ever values man may cherish are strictly 
human, earthbound. They emanate from 
no divine source; it is impossible to prove 
them absolute or permanently binding. 
Taken as a whole, the universe knows no 
values; the material cosmos is neither good 
nor evil, beautiful nor ugly. These are all 
merely subjective, human, relative notions. 

What this means is that the Holocaust 
had no more significance than any physi
cal event-like an afternoon thunder
shower. Humanism reduces all events to 
the sam~ physical, meaningless level. 

Fruit of the Spirit: Joy 
Christianity teaches, on the contrary, 

that values and personality are prior to 
the physical universe, that they existed 
eternally in God, the Ground of all being, 
long before matter or nature appeared. In 
the eternal God, we have Truth, Duty, and 
Beauty, before the space-time universe. 
Values, therefore, don't depend on the uni-

verse. Rather, the universe depends on 
them ... on Him! 

Those who have explored the inside of 
Christianity have found that it has a joy 
which the pagan can never understand • 
There is a myth abroad that paganism is 
a religion of joy and Christianity of sor
row. English poet A. C. Swinburne ex
pressed this idea in a famous line: "Thou 
has conquered, 0 pale Galilean; the world 
has grown grey from Thy breath." 

The facts are otherwise. Anyone who 
will take the trouble to read several works 
from ancient pagans (e.g. Meditations by 
Marcus Aurelius) will be struck by the 
obvious sadness of most of the pagan 
writers. Behind the pagan gods, who are 
merely despotic, sit the fates, who are 
deadly, nay, who are dead! 

In a pagan worldview, it is "always 
winter but never Christmas." As G. K. 
Chesterton observes, pagans, both ancient 
and modern, are forced to be gay about the 
little things but sad about the big things. 
They participate in drinking and wenching 
but the smile fades when you engage 
them in a conversation about life after 
death. They admire nature's beauty but 
shun any discussion about the origin and 
destiny of nature and man. Chesterton's 
words summarize this point very well: 

To the madern man the heavens are 
actually below the earth. The explana
tion is simple: he is standing on his 
head; which is a very weak pedestal to 
stand on. But when he has found his feet 
again he knows it. Christianity satisfies 
suddenly and perfectly man's ancestral 
instinct for being the right way up; 
satisfies it supremely in this; that by 
its creed joy becomes something gigantic 
and sadness something special and 
small. (Orthodoxy, 160). 

Yes, joy, which is possessed in very 
small measure by the pagan and· exag
gerated in size, this joy is the gigantic 
secret of the Christian. "Thou wilt make 
known to me the path of life; in thy pres
ence is fullness of joy; in thy right hand 
there are pleasures forever" (Psalms 
16:11). 
Abilene Christian University, Abilene, 
Texas 79699 
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Victimless Crimes? Tl MOTHY D. HALL 

Since the very beginning of America, our government has 
been guided by principles from God's word. This is most clearly 
seen in the area of justice. The definitions of crimes have largely 
been taken from the Bible, as well as many punishments for the 
various crimes. Thus America has been greatly influenced by 
Biblical principles. 

But traditional standards are no longer commonly accepted. 
Challenges are being made to time-honored principles of justice. 
The result has been shocking to those who still hold to God's 
ways. For example, just ten years ago no one of us would have 
thought that abortion would be declared legal and just. Neither 
could we have believed that laws on divorce would be so loosely 
interpreted and applied. The American system of justice is 
changing-and not for the better! 

One of the most sinister challenges to the traditional principles 
of justice is a challenge to the very definition of crime. This is 
the idea of "victimless crimes." In the book, Victimless Crimes 
(1974), Edwin M. Schur says this about the concept: 

Victimless crimes are created when we attempt to ban 
through criminal legislation the exchange between willing 
partners of strongly desired goods or services. The "offense" 
in such a situation, then, consists of a consensual transac
tion-one person gives or sells another person something he 
or she wants. Abortion, the sale of illicit drugs, illegal 
gambling, the sale of pornography, and indeed virtually all 
proscribed sexual behavior involving willing partners (laws 
against homosexual acts being the most notable case in 
point), are major examples. (p. 6) 

Thus, "victimless crimes" are those acts which have been 
made into crimes, but for no good reason-or so these advocates 
would tell us. They're really not crimes at all. 

On the surface, these proponents make sense. For example, if 
George is arrested for playing classical music on his stereo, 
George has a right to be upset. After all, assuming George was 
not playing his stereo too loudly, George has every right to play 
classical music. No one is being hurt-it's George's business what 
he plays. 

Proponents of victimless crimes argue in the same way. Take, 
for example, prostitution. Two people enter into a relationship. 
They willingly enter into that relationship. No one is being hurt 
by their actions, we are told. It's their business, they are two 
grown adults. Therefore, what right do we have to tell them 
what to do and what not to do? 

Why should this issue bother the Christian? Simply because 
the attitude is permeating our culture. It is not just an isolated 
idea that a few radicals have-it is being accepted in high places 
in our government. For a case in point, listen to this clip from the 
New York Times of January 28,1973: 

The criminal justice section of the New York State Bar 
Association recommended . . . that all criminal sanctions be 
removed from a variety of "victimless" crimes, including 
possession or private use of small quantities of marijuana. 
The section was nearly unanimous in its approval of resolu- • 
tions on prostitution, public intoxications, and marijuana 
use and possession. (p. 34) 

How many instances of "decriminalization" of marijuana have 
we hear.d of in the last five years! Is there any doubt that this 
idea is gaining acceptance? 

One final note should serve to alarm us to the seriousness of 
the problem. This concept of "victimless crimes" and the result
ing "decriminalization" of various crimes is one of the major 
tenets of the Libertarian Party. And who is not now aware of 
the Libertarian Party, after its very impressive showing in the 
1980 presidential elections? John Judis, writing in The Progres
sive, September, 1980, p. 36, says "The Libertarians are probably 
the fastest-growing party in the United States today." 

How does the Christian respond to this idea of "victimless 

crimes"? Do we call an act a crime only if one of the parties in
volved becomes a "victim"? Is it time to re-classify acts such as 
prostitution, gambling, drug use, and others, seeing that there 
are no victims to these acts? The Christian knows better. The 
Christian realizes that acts which God has declared to be sinful 
will always have a victim. Even though an act may not harm one 
of the parties involved visibly, it will always victimize someone. 
There are four such parties that the Bible mentions. 

A person may sin against related persons. Though an act may 
involve two "willing partners," as in the case of adultery, there 
are still others to cons.i.der. This was the principle declared long 
ago, in Leviticus 20:21: "If a man takes his brother's wife, it is 
impurity; he has uncovered his brother's nakedness, they shall 
be childless." God declares that when one sins, he may sin 
against his wife, his parents, his children, or other related per
sons. These become victims! 

A person may sin against himself. Often, when a person trans
gresses God's laws, that person does not realize he is hurting 
himself. But this is true, on two counts: a. Physically, a person 
can sin against himself. This is exactly Paul's point in I Corin
thians 6:18: "Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man 
commits ls outside the body; but the immoral man sins against 
his own body." Some acts may either damage the body, or they 
may frustrate the original purpose for that body. Thus, we can 
physically "victimize" ourselves. b. Spiritually, we sin against 
ourselves. James certainly makes this point clear in James 1:15: 
"Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin; and sin 
when it is full-grown brings forth death." We victimize our
selves when we sin, for it is laid to the charge of our souls. 

A person may sin against the church. When a person is a 
Christian, an additional victim; the church, enters the picture. 
Again, this may occur in two ways: a. Directly, we make the 
church a victim of our sins when we cause some brother to sin 
and stumble. Paul shows this in I Corinthians 8: 12: "Thus, sin
ning against your brethren and wounding their conscience when 
it is weak, you sin against Christ." By causing those brethren 
to think less of God's principles, and thus encouraging them to 
likewise break God's laws, we have made the church a victim. 
b. Indirectly, we make the church a victim of our sins when we 
bring reproach upon the body of Christ. If people think less of 
the glorious kingdom of God because of us, then we have done 
severe damage to the bride of Christ! 

A person sins against God. If this were the only true principle 
of the four we ha:ve listed, it would be enough to cause us not to 
sin. Whenever we do something contrary to God's laws, we have 
made God a victim of our crimes! This principle is demonstrated 
many times throughout scripture, and is stated by Joseph 
(Genesis 39:9); David (Psalm 51:4); Moses (Numbers 32:23); 
and the prodigal son (Luke 15: 18, 21). Every sin is proof that 
we have rejected God's advice and direction. We have made God 
a victim of our sins! 

Therefore, can one truthfully say that there are certain acts, 
normally classified as crimes, which in reality have no victims? 
The Christian cannot consent to this! It is too evident, both from 
common sense and from the Bible, that acts we have nonnally 
labeled crimes will always have victims. There wre 1t0 such 
things as 'Victimless crimes. 

God's principles of justice are absolute and eternal. When God 
has spoken on a matter, it is for eternity. Principles of American 
justice that are formed from God's will should not be dismissed 
simply because they are "puritanistic." Rather, when a law is 
formed from God's will, it becomes all the more immutable. 

Let us do what we can to guide American justice back to the 
source that made our nation great. Let us see our influence and 
our votes to show America that justice is absolute, and that at
tempts to change God's ways will ultimately prove futile. Most 
of all, let us recall God's indictment of Israel in Isaiah 5:20: 
"Woe to those who call evil good and good evil; who put dark
ness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter." We've been down this path before, haven't 
we?-2217 Beechnut Drive, Kingsport, TN 37660 
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The very first marriage ever was of 
God's making. He created it by means of 
his marriage covenant with man in Genesis 
2 :24. If we will all come to understand 
that marr iage is a covenant matter from 
beginning to end, and that God rules in 
marriage, we can eliminate much mis
understanding and controversy. There can 
be no marriage except in a covenant rela
tionship, God's covenant with man and 
man's covenant with his wife (Malachi 
2:14). 

God's marriage covenant with man is 
for a ll people for all time. It was uni
versal in the beginning embracing Adam 
and Eve the only people on earth at that 
time. It is still embracing all people on 
earth now, wherever they live and in what
ever state they are in relation to God. The 
heathen, the Jew and the atheist can be 
just as honorably married in our time as 
t he Christian. If God loved them enough 
to g ive his only Son to die for them he 
loves them enough to witness and join 
their marriages. Any one who will obey 
God's marriage law is eligible to be mar
ried, unless of course they are already in 
covenant with another party or they are 
divorced without a cause. 

A case in point is found in 1 Corinthians 
7:12-14. I n this case it is evident that both 
the man and the woman had been unbe
lievers but they were marred and had 
children. Then at least one of them heard 
the gospel and believing it obeyed to be
come a Christian. Yet their marriage was 
still intact. The marriage bond, joined by 
God, even though one had become a Chris
tian still sanctified them one to another, 
thus their children were legitimate. So we 
see that these unbelievers were rightly 
married in God's sight before either had 
heard the gospel, and they were still 
rightly mar1:ied even though one had be
come a Christian. No, God did not change 
his universal marriage covenant to a lim
ited one under Christ. Christ did not set 
up a new covenant for marriage but 
rather applied the one which was "from 
the beginning" (Matthew 19:4-9). · 

It is God who rules in marriage not 
man. The law governing the marriage r e
lationship was made by God at the begin
ning. And in spite of all that man has 
done t hrough the ages to set aside and get 
rid of God's marriage covenant, it is still 
just as strong and indestructible as God 
himself. He has forbidden divorce and re
marriage by his marriage covenant when 
he told the man to "cleave to his wife" 
(Genes is 2:24). Man cannot cleave to his 
wife and put her away at the same time, 
it is impossible. If man obeyed God in this 
covenant matter it would end divorce. 

In the beginning God gave man only one 
wife (Malachi 2:15). Malachi asked the 
question "And did not he make one?-And 
wherefor one?." He also reasons, "Yet had 
he the residue of the spirit." God had 
plenty of power, why then did he not make 
more than one wife for Adam? Malachi 
answers his own question, "That he might 
seek a godly seed." God did not want a 
man to have more than one wife so that 
his children would all be godly (legiti
mate) . This implies that the children of 
the second wife would be illegitimate. 
Israel could not rightfully worship idols 
because she had a covenant w ith God. 
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God's 
Marriage 
Covenant 

H ENRY PIERCE 

Thusly a man could not have a marriage 
relationship with two women at the same 
time because, first he has a covenant with 
God and secondly he has a covenant with 
his wife (Malachi 2 :14). 

An example of "godly" seed is seen in 1 
Corinthians 7:12-14. In this example the 
marriage bond sanctified the husband and 
wife to each other, as it does in all proper 
marriages making their children "clean" 
(legitimate). Here Malachi also refers us 
to what took place in the beginning even 
as Christ does in Matthew 19:4-9. Paul 
also quoted God's marriage covenant from 
Genesis 2 :24 in Ephesians 5 :31 in teach
ing on the man-woman relationship as an 
example of the churches' relationship to 
Christ. 

This law of one wife, which Malachi 
points out was from the beginning, is also 
applied by Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:2. 
Every man is to limi t himself to one wife, 
he is to be a one woman man. Every 
woman is to limit herself to one husband, 
she is to be a one man woman. Paul again 
applied this one wife law when he listed 
the qualifications of elders and deacons 
(1 Timothy 3:2, 12 and Titus 1:6). This is 
not a new law for it applied to Adam 
(Malachi 2:15). 

God has a marriage covenant with man 
and without it there can be no marriage. 
God joins a man and woman in marriage 
by means of his covenant (l\Iatthew 19:6). 
It is a covenant relationship. Ma n has a 
marriage covenant with his wife and 
without it there can be no marriage 
(Malachi 2: 14). He is joined to his wife by 
means of his covenant with her. God is the 
witness in every marriage. No covenant 
can be effective without a third party as 
a witness. God is the third party in every 
legitimate marriage. 

Paul wrote of the "law of her husband" 
(Romans 7:2, 3; 1 Corinthians 7:39). The 
wife is "bound by the law to her hus
band." What law? The law that God made 
in the beginning, that a man should leave 
father and mother a nd cleave to his wife, 
and by the law of his covenant with his 
wife. Malachi, Jesus and Paul just as 
surely used that which was from the be
ginning to base their teaching on as they 
taught. 

In Matthew 19:3-9 Jesus introduced the 
beginning time with the statement "at the 
beginning" in verse four. He states God's 
marriage covenant which was also "from 
the beginning" in verse five. He speaks of 
God's joining in marriage by means of his 
covenant in verse six. He seals the mat
ter up concerning God's covenant when he 
said, "-from the beginning it was not so" 
in verse eight. He applied the covenant 

with r egard to divorce and remarriage in 
verse nine. This is not a new covenant but 
an application of that which is "from the 
beginning." In his final answer to his 
questioners in verses eight and nine he 
pointed out that although Moses had a l
lowed them to put away their wives and 
remarry, from the beginning God did not 
a llow divorce and remarriage period. This 
is not a new pronouncement but it is that 
which was from the beginning. 

It transcends the Mosaic covenant, and 
any others in between, and goes right back 
to the beginning. This is just like God's 
covenant with Abraham, based on faith, 
which transcends the Mosaic covenant and 
goes right back to Abraham. The Mosaic 
covenant in no way nullifies the faith 
covenant. Therefore the Mosaic covenant, 
or any other, in no way nullifies that 
which Jesus said is from the beginning. 
God did not allow divorce and remarriage 
from the beginning. Just as the faith cove
nan t applies to us today that which was 
from the beginning applies to us today. 

God made a marriage covenant in the 
beginning when he both gave away the 
bride and said the first ceremony (Genesis 
2 :22-24). What J esus said in Matthew nine
teen he in no way indicated to be a new 
covenant for he specifically said it is from 
the beginning, verses 4 and 8. In verse 
nino when he said, "I say unto you-," 
because of that law which is from the 
beginning," -whoever divorces his wife, 
-and marries another commHs adultery." 
It was not a new covenant but an applica
tion of that which is from the beginning. 

Now let us examine that beginning 
covenant as Jesus quoted it in :\1atthew 
19:5, 6 KJV. "- A man shall leave his 
father and mother-," a man is expected to 
break his family ties with his parents and 
marry, creating his own family unit, "
and cleave to his wife." This word "cleave" 
denotes a very strong hold on something 
and never turning loose, in marriage until 
death do you part. Technically the Greek 
word, used in Matthew 19 :5, KALLAO, 
means "to join fast together, to g lue, ce
ment--. In the New Testament it is used 
only in the passive voice, with reflexive 
force, in the sense of cleaving unto, as of 
cleaving to one's wife, Matthew 19 :5," (W. 
E . Vine, Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, page 196.) In the pas
sive voice someone else is doing the acting. 
In marriage God does the acting in join
ing "fast together" (Matthew 19: 6). 

A man and his wife are so thoroughly 
bound together by God's marriage cove
nant that they merge into one entity, one 
unit, the family unit. Man does misuse, 
mishandle and horribly abuse it but he 
can never destroy it. It is of God, he joined 
it fast together, he glued it, he cemented 
it and no man can put asunder, A covenant 
can be violated but that in no way elimi
nates the covenant. 

An important part of the covenant is 
r eproduction Genesis 1:28. Children are to 
be bom only in this close knit family cove
nant situation created by marriage. Chil
dren require the love, nurture, training 
and physical care which can only be 
properly supplied in this very close knit 
family, marriage bond. This is a very good 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Confronting Millennialism ( 4) 
CHARLES COOK 

Again we want to notice the alarm and sensationalism being 
forced on us by modern day premillennialists, not to mention 
their blatant disregard for sound Bible hermaneutics. We would 
not be offended if they were only teaching mankind to repent in 
light of God's just condemnation of sin at the end of this age 
(Acts 17:31; II Thessalonians 1:7-10). But their warnings con
cern something else, so~~thing.not taught in the Scriptures. Here 
is a typical headline from one of their papers: "Time is running 
out! The midnight hour is here! Jesus is coming soon! His feet 
shall stand upon the Mount of Olives and he shall be king over 
all the earth." 

The last part of this alarming statement is a partial quota
tion from Zechariah 14:4 and 9, and the entire statement reflects 
the bias of these futurists. Truly Jesus is coming again and 
anyone with half a mind knows time is running out (John 14:3; 
Ephesians 5:16; I Peter 4:7). But to assure us that Jesus is 
coming soon is pure presumptuousness! In Mark 13:33 Jesus 
said, " ... for you do not know when the appointed time is." Of 
course, the millennarians point to their one great piece of evi
dence, the current return of the Jews to their homeland, and 
there they take their stand. They teach that the next great event 
in human history will happen in this generation and will be the 
personal return of Jesus Christ to catch away (Rapture) his 
Church. This, they say, will signal the beginning of the great 
trouble (Tribulation), a seven year period resembling a third 
world war. At the close of this period Jesus will return for a 
great blood-bath (Armageddon) and then "His feet shall stand 
upon the Mount of Olives" as Zechariah 14:4 supposedly predicts. 

Now again, if an investigation of Zechariah 14 reveals that the 
passage has nothing to do with end of the world events, then we 
shall have punctured the premillennial scheme again! Even if we 
cast doubt on the validity of applying a literal interpretation to 
this passage we shall have cast equal doubt on the premillen
nialists's application of it. Again we make the point that the 
premillennials have difficulty in allowing God the use of figura
tive language. They always want to take every Scripture literal
ly. So, they contend that Zechariah 14 is describing a literal 
earthly kingdom with its headquarters in Jerusalem, in which the 
Jews, with Jesus as king, will rule the world for a thousand 
years. 

From an article entitled "Dispensationalism and Zechariah 
14" appearing in Christian Courier and written by the editor, 
Wayne Jackson, we have gleaned some interesting points for 
those who insist on a literal intepretation of Zechariah 14: 

( 1) How would one determine that this is a prophecy of an 
alleged millennia! reign of Christ on earth? Did Christ, 
during His earthly ministry, so interpret it? Did any 
divinely inspired New Testament writer ever quite 
quote Zechariah 14 with a "dispensational" application? 
Absolutely not! There is not a speck of evidence that 
would point this prophecy in the direction of premillen
nialism. If there is, premillennialists are obliged to pro
duce it .... 

(2) A basic problem with premillennialists is their inability 

to discern the difference between the literal and figura
tive elements of the Scriptures. Those who fail to 
note that much of the prophecy of the Old Testament is 
couched in figurative terminology are destined to fail 
in their attempts to understand the Bible ..•. 

• (3) If Zechariah 14:4 refers to the literal return of Christ 
(i.e., the Second Coming) upon the mount of Olives, 
exactly who is it that will make that escape flight to 
the east in the cleft of that mountain? Certainly not the 
wicked for the Bible plainly teaches that they will be 
destroyed when the Lord returns (Ma~..25L31-46; 
II Thessalonians 1 :7-9), and surely not the righteous 
for they shall be "caught up in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air" (I Thessalonians 4:17). And who else is 
left? 

(4) Verse 8 speaks of living waters going forth from 
Jerusalem in summer and in winter. Since summer 
and winter will occur .. only as long as the earth remains 
(Genesis 8:22), and as the earth will not remain be
yond the coming of Christ (II Peter 3:4, 10), it is ob
vious that the events of this verse cannot transpire 
after the literal return of Jesus which supposedly is al
luded to in Verse 4. 

(5) Verse 12 tells of Jehovah smiting His enemies and their 
"flesh" being consumed. Again, this cannot possibly 
refer to a perio.d after the literal return of Christ; the 
Coming of Christ will signal the end. The dead will be 
raised and the living, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, will.be changed from flesh ("this corruptible" 
or "this .mortal") to incorruption and immortality (I 
Corinthians 15:23, 24, 51-53). 

(6) The premillennial view of Zechariah 14 strikes at the 
very heart of the abiding nature of Jesus' work at Cal
vary. Verses 16 and 21 speak of those who go up to ob
serve the feast of tabernacles and who make sacrifice. 
Again the dispensationalists literalize and assert that 
Judaism, with all its carnality and animal blood, will be 
revived in the millennium. 

(Christian Courier, Vol. 12, No.5) 

Homer Hailey, in his scholarly treatment of Zechariah 14, 
says, "The more probable explanation is that the Lord is here 
pointing to the spiritual Jerusalem as the capital of his spiritual 
kingdom (cf. Hebrews 12:22; Galations 4:26) and of the assault 
upon it by the world." (The Minor Prophets, p. 395) 

As for an absolute and concrete answer to the meaning of 
Zechariah 14, we tend to agree that the passage alludes to the 
end of the Jewish Age in the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
continuation of the gospel age. But sufficient evidence has been 
given here to render serious, in fact, we think fatal, damage to 
the interpretation placed on the passage by premillennialists. 
They will have to look elsewhere for Biblical support of their 
theories. (continued next week) 

Box 3814, New Delhi 110049, India 
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Where Are the Dead? 
People are more interested many times 

in questions that cannot be answered satis
factorily, while more or less ignoring plain 
statements and commands found in the 
Bible. 

Numerous articles are found in papers 
and magazines setting forth the idea of 
someone having lived a former life on 
earth and now living again in a different 
environment or occupation. This smacks of 
some of the Hindu, or eastern, religions, 
but the idea is entirely contrary to Biblical 
teaching. 

Another idea that is being advanced, 
even by sQme gospel preachers, is that 
when one dies he goes immediately to 
heaven. Does the Bible teach this? Anum
ber of songs in our hymn books state or 
suggest that our loved ones--saved ones-
are now among the angels singing the 
praises of God, and that they are awaiting 
"our" coming. This may or may not have 
been the idea of the poet who wrote the 

Little Things Can Mean a Lot 
That little things can mean a lot has 

been illustrated in many ways. For the 
lack of the nail the horse shoe was lost, 
for the lack of the shoe the horse became 
crippled, for the lack of the horse the rider 
could not convey the message, and for lack 
of the rider and his message the battle 
was lost. All of us are aware of the need 
to pray about big decisions, but there is 
also the need to pray about little decisions 
which for all we know may turn out to be 
some of the most important decisions of 
lives. There are decisions in my own life 
which seemed little at the time but which 
changed the course of my life. 

When I graduated from Tech High 
school in Atlanta, Georgia, in the 
spring of 1933, I did not know what I 
wanted to do. I had thought that I might 
want to preach but it was not something 
which I had given much thought. Should 
I go to college or should I join the navy 
and see the world? Denzil Keckley, whn 
attended the congregation where my par
ents had attended before their death in 
~927, h~d attended Harding College, then 
m Morrilton, Arkansas. He was returning 
and his younger brother Wallace also 
planned to go to Harding. They talked with 
me. In those days we did not travel as 
much as many young people today, and to 
a boy of seventeen Morrilton, Arkansas 
seemed a long way away and they also 
told me that the food was good! Having a 
bit of desire to travel and being fond of 
food, I decided to go with them. These 
were not earth shaking reasons for at
tending a College but the course of my life 
was changed. 

As a freshman I talked some about 
preaching but made no effort to get a 
preaching appointment. One night as we 
stood by the stove at the back of the dining 
hall, Stoy Pate said to me: "J.D., if you 
are going to preach, preach!" That sounded 
logical, so I quickly made an appointment 
and preached my first sermon (using the 
word sermon quite loosely) in April, 1934. 
It was not a profound discussion which 
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song, but the student of the Bible should 
search the Scripture to see whether these 
things are so. 

The Thessalonians were troubled be
cause they seemed to feel that their dead 
friends were, or would be, at a disad
vantage when Jesus should return. Paul 
explained that those who should be living 
when Christ retut·ns would not precede the 
dead, for the latter would be resurrected 
and then altogether would meet the Lord 
in the air ever to be with him. Conversely, 
we should have no difficulty in under
standing that the dead have not preceded 
the living by going straight to heaven at 
death. Paul said the dead are asleep, and 
that both the dead and living go to meet 
Jesus together after the resurrection. 

Some time ago one writer stated that 
sins were forgiven under the Law of 
Moses, otherwise there would be sinners 
in heaven. His conclusion was in error on 

(Continued on page 12) 

JAMES D. BALES 

triggered my first effort, but a brief state
ment that if I was going to preach, preach. 
The summer of 1934 I worked on a river 
boat on the Hudson River Night Lines. I 
still wanted to travel, and thought that I 
might get a job on a freight boat which 
would go anywhere in the world it could 
get a cargo. I thought it would be worth 
missing a year in college .. However, I 
learned that in order to get a job I had to 
give my first month's salary to the one 
who arranged for my hiring, or perhaps 
buy whiskey for them. It may not have 
been true that one had to do something like 
this, but this was what I was told by some 
of the sailors. Doing one of these things 
may have seemed a little thing, but my 
conscience was involved and this made it 
a big thing. For this and some other rea
sons I forgot about working my way 
around the world, and returned to college. 

After getting my M.A. degree in 1938 
from Peabody College in Nashville, I 
preached for a few months in Georgia. 
When I was making my decision on where 
to go from there, I had two letters before 
me. One from Woodrow C. Whitten invit
ing me to come to the Bay Region of Cali
fornia where I could preach and go to 
school and another from Charles Coleman 
in Toronto, Canada telling me of an oppor
tunity to preach at the Fern A venue con
gregation. At that time I wanted to go to 
South Africa to preach, but the way had 
not opened to do so. Since Canada was in 
the British Empire I thought that going 
there might be a step toward South Africa~ 
It was not, but in Toronto I met Mary 
Smart who later became my wife. 

These are but some illustrations of the 
fact that we may be making tremendous 
decisions without being aware of how im
portant they are. These things underscore 
the fact that we need to be constant in 
prayer that the Lord will help us to make 
those decisions, whether they seem big or 
little, which will enable us to do the great
est amount of good for Him and for 
humanity. 

Man's Duty Is Fourfold 
BOB BOLE 

"The most important one," answered 
Jesus, when asked which law was the 
greatest, "is this . . . love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength" (Mark 12:30). 

Incumbent upon man in his desire to ex
press a love for God is to exhaust every 
available resource within his person to
wards the Creator. Or put another way, 
the total man is to love God in a total way. 

The great commandment assigns com
prehensive coverage in the four compo
nents of man: the heart, the soul, the mind, 
the strength. 

According to the commandment, man is 
to love God with all his heart. By "heart" 
we mean the placing of our affections up
on him. An appeal is made to the emotions 
of man, that is, we are to love God with 
our natural emotions. 

Man is not to repress a genuine, heart
felt affection toward God. Spiritual growth 
will always show itself to be real through 
an affectionate attitude. 

Man is to love God with all his soul. The 
soul is the very essence of a being. 

It is the internal, animating principle 
of our lives. The soul is the superior 
nature of man that was created in the 
image of God but which has suffered 
through erosion. 

The soul of man commands his character 
to submit to the gods or to the God. It is 
the latter that the soul of man is to love. 

To love God with all your mind is a 
reference to your mental and intellectual 
faculties. Loving God is a logical conclu
sion to the existence of a cosmos and life 
in its animated marvels. 

We have the mental capacity to know 
God and to know His purpose. With our 
mind we can know of his glory and know 
of all his wonders. With the mind we can 
accept the sequence of evidences logically 
supplied to us by God and logically de
fended and presented to other minds. 

Man, therefore, is assigned to love God 
with all his mind. 

Finally, man is commanded to love 
God with all his strength. Possibly 
"strength" is intended to mean the ener
gies of the comprehensive program of 
man's love, or it could be making reference 
to another categorical component-the 
physical man. 

If, for instance, in Romans 12:1 "pres
ent your bodies a living sacrifice ... to 
God," the word "bodies" carries a radical 
meaning, then we could claim that we 
should show our love for God through 
physical services. 

In a very real sense our physical obedi
ence to God is a sign of our love for him 
if the heart, mind and soul is in coopera
tion with the action. For example, the 
initial conversion of a sinner requires all 
four of these items of man. 

With the mind he accepts the historical 
fact of Jesus as the Son of God. 

With the heart he believes him to be his 
Savior (trusts in the blood that was shed 
for the redemption). With his soul he re-

(Continued on page 12) 
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Survey Among Preachers Reveals Interesting Facts 
BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 

Last week the first of two articles pro
viding infonnation gathered in a compre
hensive survey among preachers serving 
churches of Christ was presented in this 
paper. The survey was taken at Oklahoma 
Christian College, Freed-Hardeman Col
lege, and Abilene Christian University at 
their annual lectureships in the early 
months of 1980. A total of 892 preachers 
completed the questionnaire, providing a 
statistically valid cross section of the seven 
or eight thousand estimated total preach
ers within our brotherhood. The surveys 
were taken by Dr. Raymond Kelcy, Dr. 
William Woodson, and Dr. Bill Humble, 
chairmen of the Bible Departments in each 
of the above named schools. 

In this article we will pres~nt financial 
and economic information related to the 
preachers in the survey. The information 
which follows will be undoubtedly of in
terest to preachers, but may well also be 
of special interest to elders and to those 
who help in the training of preachers. This 
information may have some bearing upon 
the number of men who decide to spend 
their lives preaching the gospel and upon 
those who quit preaching before retire
ment z.ge, and may suggest eome changes 
that need to be made in the financial sup
port of some preachers. 

Income 
One of the major concerns in making this 

entire survey was the effort to detennine 
the income level of preaching brethren. 
The question was asked, "What is your an
nual income from the church for which you 
preach?" The results were as follows: Ten 
percent received less than $10,000; 8% 
received between $10-11,900; 23% re
ceived between $12-14,900; 33% received 
between $15-19,900; 18% received between 
$20-24,900; 5% received between $25-22,-
900; 2% received between $30-34,900; and 
2% received above $35,000. 'fhe average 
salary of the 821 full-time preachers is ap
proximately $17,400; the median salary 
(half of those surveyed fall above this 
point and half below) is $16,300. Approxi
mately 41% of the preachers receive less 
than $15,000 annual income; approximate
ly 74% receive less than $20,000; and ap
proximately 92% receive less than $25,000. 

Since the surveys were taken early in 
1980, it was asked how many had received 
a "cost-of-living" or "inflation" raise at 
the beginning of the year. Sixty-three per
cent had received such a raise, while 37% 
had not been so fortunate. 

When asked if they were covered by 
Social Security, 78% of the preachers said 
yes, while 22% said no. For the 78% who 
participate in Social Security, 15% of the 
congregations pay the entire cost, 28% pay 
half the cost, and the other 57% of the 
congregations allow the preacher to pay all 
of the cost. When asked if they had an 
additional retirement plan, 52% of the 
preachers said yes, while 48% said no. Of 
the 52% who have an additional retire
ment plan, 14% of the churches pay all 
of the cost, 10% pay part of the cost, and 
77% of the churches pay nothing on the 

preacher's individual retirement plan. 
Reading those statistics one cannot but 

be disturbed for the 22% who are not cov
ered by Social Security and the 46% who 
have no other individual plan. This means 
that a great many preachers and their 
families are unprepared for the retirement 
years and unprotected in case of financial 
emergency. One must also be concerned 
that 57% of the brethren under Social Se
curity must pay the entire cost and 77% 
of the brethren must pay the entire cost of 
their supplemental plan. Could this have 
a bearing on the fact that many young 
men prefer to go into some other work 
rather than preaching? 

Giving Practices 
Questions concerning the preachers' giv

ing patterns were also asked. One of the 
questions asked had to do with the amount 
which the preacher gave to his home con
gregation. The replies indicated an im
pressive generosity; 1% give less than 
$300.00 per year; another 2% give less 
than $500.00; another 2% give less than 
$75.00; another 5% give less than $1,000.-
00; another 16% give less than $1,500.00; 
another 21% give less than $2,000.00; 
another 22% give less than $2,500.00; and 
31% give more than $2,500.00. 

The average amount being given was 
approximately $2,000; . and the median 
amount was $2,055. When this average is 
compared with the average preacher in
come, preachers give to their home con
gregations a generous 11.5%, which is well 
above the contribution to the church made 
by Christians generally. 

When asked about giving to other reli
gious causes (schools, orphans' homes, 
radio and television programs, and other 
causes) the individual giving was modest. 
Sixty-seven percent give less than $300.00 
per year; another 17% give less than 
$500.00; another 4% give less than $750.-
00; another 3% give less than $1,000.00; 
another 2% give less than $1,500.00; 
another 2% give less than $2,000.00; 
another 2% give less than $2,500.00; and 
another 3% give more than $2,500.00. 

Giving to other charitable causes was 
even more modest. Eighty-seven percent 
give less than $300.00; another 5% give 
less than $500.00; with the other 7% giv
ing slightly more. 

Life Style 
One question dealt with the make and 

year of automobile which preachers drive. 
Ninety-nine different makes and models 
were represented in the group, with Chev
rolets and Fords predominating. No Cadil
lacs were mentioned, though there were 
five Lincolns and numerous Buicks, Olds
mobiles, Pontiacs, Chryslers, Dodges and 
other quality cars. Many smaller foreign 
cars were also included. It was also noted 
that more than 50% of the preachers drive 
cars which are four years old or older. 

Sixty percent of the preachers indicated 
that they were "financially able to send 
their children to college. Thirty-nine per
cent answered the question in the negative. 

Housing 
When asked, "Does the church provide 

you rent-free housing?" 59% of the preach
ers said yes, and 41% said no. When asked 
their second question, "Do you own (or are 
you buying) your own home?" 51% said 
yes and 49% said no. While the answers 
to these two questions are slightly am
biguous, for some unexplained reason, the 
responses do give a fairly clear picture of 
present home ownership among preachers. 
When asked about taking a "ministerial 
housing deduction" for Internal Revenue 
Service purposes, the preachers responded 
as follows: 21% took an allowance under 
$2500; 13% took an allowance between 
$2500-3000; 6% took an allowance between 
$3100-3500; 10% took an allowance be
tween $3600-4000; 8% took an allowance 
between $4100-4500; 7% took an allowance 
between $4600-5000; 12% took an allow
ance between $5100-6000; and 23% took 
an allowance above $6000. 

Attitudes 
When asked if they felt overpaid, under

paid, or adequately paid, only 1% of the 
preachers felt that they were overpaid; 
29% felt that they were underpaid, and 
an encouraging 70% felt that they were 
adequately paid. When asked if they would 
encourage their sons to preach, 95% 
answered in the affirmative, with only 5% 
responding negatively. 

These last questions are qualitative ques
tions which seek to find the "bottom line" 
feelings of the preachers to their financial 
situations. The answers are most encour
aging. With the economic pressures which 
plague every American household, causing 
widespread grumbling and complaints, it 
appears that preachers are well above 
average in positive and constructive atti
tudes toward their economic situations. 

(Continued on page 11) 
----o----

The Tonic of Life 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

The health food advocates are always 
stressing the proper diet and active physi
cal routine for long life. But I personally 
know some people who are caught up in 
the health food mania and exercise binges 
who are always suffering from some new 
malady. And they have just as many colds 
as I. 

Sure, diet is important, but it isn't life's 
panacea. The most successful elixir for 
long life and peaceful existence is the 
keeping of God's instructions for us as re
vealed through his word. Most of us would 
live a great deal longer than we do if we 
would just practice the principles which 
God has made available to us. 

Men would give their fortunes if they 
could obtain peace-real peace of mind. 
But it seems all too often that to get 
fo1·tunes, peace of mind is the one thing 
that is most expendable. Tragic, indeed. 

It seems all to simple to suggest that 
obeying God's commands is the key to liv
ing longer and enjoying life to the fullest. 
Yet ... it's true! Obedience to God is the 
answer to most of our woes. 
2517 N. Averill Avenue, 
Flint, Michigan 48506 
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WAR COMES TO AN END IN 
ZIMBABWE AND CHURCHES BEING 

RESTARTED! 

Loy Mitchell 
1707 Laurel, Odessa, Texas 79761 

Civil war in the country of Zimbabwe 
(formerly Rhodesia) has come to an end. 
The fight was bitter and the church suf
fered. Chr istians were killed, placed in 
prison and tortured. In the village areas 
the church ceased to meet. We are h appy 
to report that brethren are now going into 
the villages and preaching again. 

I n a recent letter from Samson Mhlanga 
who works at Nhowe he reports t hat the 
church is meeting again in Wuyuwuyu. 
Chitowa, Chingwa and Chidemo s tarted 
meeting again in October. 

Quoting from brother Mhlanga he 
writes: "Some are still afraid to come to
gether for worship. The government .does 
not stop people to go for worship. We had 
eight baptisms in November and 26 
restorations." 

We do not know what the future holds 
for the work in Zimbabwe as the present 
ruler Mr. Robert Mugabe is a communist, 
but while we can preach th e gospel let u s 
do so. 

Our son, Stanley, has just completed 
his MA degree at ACU in Bible and is re
turning to Zimbabwe in June of 1981 to 
help in the work. He will be accompanied 
by our son-in-law Bobby Wheat and his 
wife Nancy. (They will r eceive their BA 
degrees from ACU in May of 1981.) They 
are busy now raising support and travel 
funds. If you would like an up to date re
port on the work and to hear of the plans 
the Mitchell and Wheat team have in mind 
for Zimbabwe you may contact them at: 
Church of Chr ist, 3309 South Willis, Abi
lene, Texas 79605; or at 691 A College 
Drive, Abilene, Texas 79601. 

Hans Dederscheck, E ichenweg 38-
Tirolerhof 2380 P erchtoldsdorf Austria: 
We are now working with the churches of 
Christ in Vienna, Austria where vye a r
r ived on August 31, 1980. 

After 15 years of successful mission 
work in Peru, I decided to change my mis
sionary activities over to Europe. 

Qualified Christian Teachers 

Consider Miami 

Atlantic Christian Schools, Inc. 
(one of the Brotherhood's largest 

Christian School Systems-
over 700 students) is in need of 

qualif ied teachers. APPLY NOW!-

Library Science, Physics, 
English, Chemistry, Math, 

Social Studies -

Call Collect 1-305-223-3531 
or write 

Mr. Yale Canfield, Administrator 
Atlantic Christian Schools, Inc. 

12975 S.W. 6th Street 
Miami, Florida 33184 
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Austin H. Emery, 2012 Western Av., 
Farmington, N .M. 87401 : During 1980 we 
witnessed 66 r esponses to Christ's invita
tion; we began an intensive local outreach 
door-to-door contact program and clima."ed 

the year early in December with a week
end r ally using Bill Harmon. We look to 
1981 with anticipation of growth; I will 
participate in a Campaign for Christ in 
Perth, Australia during March. 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training 
• Accredited Faculty 
• 185,000 volume Library 
• 1200 Periodicals 
• University Level Study 

• University credit available upon completion 

• Scholarships Available 
(Including BEOG) 

• State Licensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facilit.ies 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Ed Smders, Director Joe D. Jones, Asst. Director 
Hvdlng Univusity, Box 939, Surcy, AR 72143 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular 
Thumb 

Indexed 

$7.95 

$8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and updruting of the 
the greatest standard work in the Bible 
Dictionary field-1fue first in 25 years. 
AND witth the exception OJ£ six writers, 
all the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members orf the churches of 
Ohrist. A few are Hatsell Banett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Oarroll El'lis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jiack Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oar! 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J . D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many athers. 

Every Christian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

--------Clip and mail today! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $--·-------'-·---·· Please send ------------ copies of Smith's 
New Bible Dictiona1·y at 0 $7.95 regular or 0 $8.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% saies tax. 

Name -------------------------------- -------- -----------
Address 
~ty ________________________ S~te ____________ Zip _______ _ 
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GOD'S MARRIAGE COVENANT 

(Continued from page 6) 

reason why God bound a man to his wife 
by covenant. 

A proper marriage has been mentioned 
above. The marriage mentioned in He
?rews 13. :4. is free from adultery, the bed 
IS undefiled. The marriage written of by 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:12-14 is also free 
from sin, the children a 1·e clean. These 
a re proper marriages in which God was 
witness of their covenants. On the other 
hand Jesus calls attention to marriages in 
Matthew 5 :32; 19:9; Mark 10:11, 12 and 
Luke 16:18 in which he said there is 
adultery. Quite obviously these are im
proper marriages. God would not have 
witnessed or joined these marriages be
cause of the s in involved. First of all the 
divorces preceeding these marriages were 
sin within themselves. God has forbidden 
divorce. His covenant emphat ica lly does 
not allow divorce. Secondly the marriages 
following t hese divorces without a cause 
were a s in within themselves for they are 
also forbidden. 

The question arises as to why there is 
adultery in those marriages. In both Greek 
and English adultery is sexual intercourse 
of a person with the spouse of another. 
There can be no adul tery except where the 
spouse of a nother is involved. J esus said 
there is adultery in those marriages and 
that should be authoritative enough. 

By his covenant God has forbidden di
vorce for just any cause. God rules in mar
riage not man, and man can never over
ride or nullify his ruling in it. When man 
legislates divorce into existence he is 
going directly against God's law. Man can 
have no jurisdiction in t he matter at all. 
Therefore when a divorce is granted it 
has no effect whatsoever on the God made 
bond joined by him in marriage. So the 
divorced parties a re still married whether 
they like it ot· not. When they marry other 
people and st a 1·t having sexual intercourse 
they commit adultery for at least one of 
them is still the spouse of another. This is 
why J esus said they commit adultery. 

Furthermore when a man and a woman 
a re bound by covenant, God's covenant 
with man and man's covenant with his 

wife, neither one nor the other can enter 
into covenant with another person while 
t he fit·st covenant is still in force Malachi 
2:14-16; Romans 7 :2, 3 and 1 Corinthians 
7:39. Only death ends Lhe marriage con
tract o1· covenant. The covenant is binding 
unt il deaih even though one party or the 
other may make a mistake by violat ion 
such as unfaithfulness but that docs not 
end the covenant. The Jews violated God's 
covenant with t hem many times grievous
ly and he had to punish them severely at 
t imes but that did not end the covenant. 
Only Christ's death on t he cross brought 
an end to it , and that only after it was all 
fulfill ed, Matthew 5: 18. He .died so that 
the people could be free from the old 
covenant and be married to him Romans 
7:4. The death of a wife or a husband 
brings the same results in maniage. Ro
mans 7:2, 3 ; 1 Corinthians 7:39. 

Throughout all his teaching on marriage 
God has placed the responsibility for see
ing to it that his covenant is kept on the 
man. All this teaching is addressed di
rectly to t he man not the woman. Man 
deals treacherously with the wife of his 
covenant when he fails in any part of it. 
Man t herefore had better take heed and 
shape himself up in this matter. Malachi 
2:15, 16. 

Apparently there are two exceptions to 
this covenant law. The f irst is cited by 
J esus in case of fornication in Matthew 
19:9. The second is pointed out by Pa ul in 
1 Corinthians 7:15 where the unbeliever 
deserts the believer. 
4.21 E. Thornton, Des Moines, Ia. 50315 

SURVEY AMONG PREACHERS 

(Continued from page 9) 

Conclusion 
It is hoped that the information con

tained in the two articles reporting the 
survey among gospel preachers has been 
of va lue in helping thoughtful leaders in 
the chut·ch evaluate in a reasonably com
prehensive way the s it uation in which gos
pel preachers find themselves today. 
Preachers themselves, concerned elders, 
and others will undoubtedly see some 
changes that need to be made. May this 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-y·ear intensive training program - training men 

from the N ortheaSit to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A. App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital Distri'Ct of New York- For fu11ther 
informa tion---<:ontact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

entire proj ect result in a strengthening of 
brethren who currently preach the gospel 
and the enlistment of many talented, dedi
cated young Clu:istian men in the great 
work of preaching. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nash~I~.Tennessee37203 

Phone (615) 254·~036 
STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

lARGE SELECTION ·FACTORY O~RECT 

FOR FREE CAIAI.OCS CALL lOLL FREE , 

1·800·527 ·8438 
I£XAS CAll COLLECI214·SI6·1504 

OR l'fRIIE 

~· SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. -;,1 BOX 1308 •.• JACKSONVILLE TX 75766 

Available for Shipment- Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 
(Continued from page 8) 

two counts: 1. No sins were forgiven under 
that law, for it made nothing perfect. It 
was necessary for them to wait until 
Christ died, that his blood might reach 
back to remove their sins. 2. Is is a mere 
assthnptio;n that the ancient worthies went 
to heaven at death. Their tombs were still 
there when Christ was on earth. As an 
example, Peter said that David was dead 
and buried and his sepulchre was still 
there. 

One may ask, what about the souls under 
the altar? (Rev. 6:9-11). Were they in 
"heaven"? Had they entered their eternal 
reward? Rather they were told to "rest" 
a while longer. Whatever is meant by be
ing "under the altar" it is not indicated 
that they had entered into the eternal joys 
of the· redeemed in heaven. And, where 
does God keep the spirits until the resur
rection? We trust God to take care of the 
spirit during this waiting period until the 
resurrection, which takes place at the re
turn of Jesus. 

The case of the rich man and Lazarus 
does not solve the problem. It has been 
said that this is either a parable or an 
actual historical occurence. In either case 
the lesson that Jesus taught is the same. 
The point of the lesson is not whether the 
dead are actually conscious, or have gone 
to eternal rewards. "Hades" in which the 
rich man is described as being, is not the 
"lake of fire," but the "unseen world," to 
which all go at death while waiting the 
resurrection and judgment. "Abraham's 
bosom" is a term referring to the "para
dise" of God, but not necessarily to the 
eternal place prepared for the redeemed. 

The lesson clearly delineated in this 
story of the rich man and Lazarus is that 
in this life only -does one have an oppor
tunity to prepare for eternity. 

If men will not listen to what God has 
said in the Bible, they will not believe 
even if one should come from the dead. Did 
the Jews believe when Lazarus, brother of 
Mary and Martha, was raised from the 
dead? No, many of them sought to kill both 
Jesus and Lazarus, because some of their 
friends did believe. 

Nothing can be done to change the state 
or condition of an individual after death. 

The great gulf, chasm, (sin unforgiven), 
is fixed, and cannot be crossed. 

After death one cannot return to earth 
to become a missionary. 

The dead have nothing to do with earth
ly things. 

What one does in this earthly life deter
mines his eternal destiny. 

The conclusion is that the dead have not 
yet entered into the eternal rewards. The 
fleshly bodies have returned to the dust 
and the spirits are waiting for the resur
rection and the great day of God; the 
Judgment day, in which both the good and 
the evil will be raised at the same time. 
Then the judgment and separation take 
place. 
-265 Fifth Avenue, 
CHULA VISTA, CA 92011 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
fes ncn accepted. 
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MAN'S DUTY IS FOURFOLD 
(Continued on page 8) 

pents of the sins which have eroded the 
image in which he was created. And, with 
his strength he obeys the command to be 
immersed into water, physically, then ris
ing to walk a new life. 

This man now is born again-of the 
waters of baptism and of the spirit which 
God has freely placed on him. 

This then is the first duty of man-to 
love God with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, and with all his mind, and with 
all his strength. 
201 Williams Ave. 
Picayune, Ms. 39466 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor VeteraDS 

Benetits 
contact 

The Directo~728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '79410 

l-806-79.2-6191 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

For Less Than 0 1 Year--$10.00 

D 2 Years-$19.00 Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo $1.00 Per 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commenta ries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add S 1.00 for delivery and hendling on ell orders under $10.00. Over $I 0.00 
edd IO'i'o . Texes residents add 5':f0 sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 
I 

TEXAS- 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR - --

Jame~ Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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McDONALDS HEADED FOR 
PARAGUAY 

FORREST and KATHY McDONALD 
who plan to enter the lord's work in 
Paraguay, South America in early 1981 
will be overseen by the Northside Church 
of Christ in Austin, Texas. About $400 
monthly support is still needed as well as 
funds for some equipment. 

The McDONALDS are a part of a team 
of 3 families who are planning to arrive 
in Paraguay in February 1981. 

The McDonalds are graduates of Abi-

lene Christian and also the School of 
Missions at Sunset in Lubbock. Forrest 
preaches for the church in McDade, Texas 
while seeking the remainder of the needed 
support and funds. 

CONTACT : Forrest E. McDonald, Box 
471, McDade, Texas 78650. 

Claude A. Guild, Box 96, Springtown, 
Texas 76082: There were 14 baptisms at 
Springtown church in December. The eld
ers set up a new budget 14% beyond 1980 
and it was oversubscribed in one Sunday. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EV ANGEUST was a 
mo nthly publication sent out 
to speak to tho usands of the 
problems a nd questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
o f denominationalism. 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic, poetic, 
and evangeListic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

-Don De\Velt 

price $99.95 

H ere in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610. Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist rt $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5o/o sales tax). 

Nanh:-----------------------------

A our~~-------------------------------

Cny ______________ St.ll.: _______ ZIP'-----

Signatur.: -------------------------- --

14 [94) 

My next meeting will be with the Alvara
do, Texas church April 5 through 8. 

f~.-.PEws~.~N;;·;;;iti~"d--l 
c Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
f Write or ca ll for free estimate. ~ 
f BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
l JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 J 
' Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ .............................. _.._.__. ___ ~_.._..~ 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sma ll carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-all carefully sealed so 
it wilt keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Christian coup les are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LI FE OF A CHILD 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/94 7-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered 011/y Jo workers in 

Churches of Ch1-ist 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FE6Rl!ARY 10, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertis ing in t his section $1.50 per line. Designed eapccinlly to accommodate con gregations 

a dver tising m eetinv plact~, preachers seeking w ork or c<>ngregl\ tion s seekin1r prcach e111. Alao other 
acceptable m atter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOCH. OF BIBLICAL STU DIES 

P reaching-P ersonal Evangelism- Mission s 
Exceptionnl Curriculum for \Vomen 

.-approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard !11. Gray-Director 

1 (303 ) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar. Denver. Co 80227 
F ORT HOOD - KI LLEEN, TEXAS 

South s ide Church ot Ch r ist 1505 S. Trlm 
m i e r Rd. Rob ert L . Gregg, M in is t e r. P h one 
634-6012. Sun. 9 :30 & 10:30 A .M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed . 7: 00 P .M. 

DENVE R, C OLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD C H U R CH OF C HRI ST 

455 So. Young tle ld C t. 
T e l e . : 988-1024 

Se e Yellow P a g es For Ser v ice Times 
Translation fo r Deaf. Pnul W. H a ll , Evan. 
OKI NA"\VA , J A PAN. Help u s w a t c h fo r 
souls o f C hristi a n s o n O k i nawa. S e nd n a m e/ 
organizatio n t o : E lder s. Church ot C hrist. 
P O Box 298. O k in a wa C i ty, Japa n 904. 
AR LI NGTON. VA. , 20 N. Irving St. , corner of 
I rving & A r lington Blvd. (Rt. 50L Convenient to 
nation's capital & histor ic N. Vn. Lord 's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6 :00 P.l\1. ; Bible S t udy 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7 :30 P.l\1. W ed. For trnnsportalion
directions ph . 528-0535. Worship with us·-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAllf . N. J .. F ai r mount a n d -southe rn 
B lvd., 07928. NORT HERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CI TY AREA. 201- 635-6810 o r 
201 - 635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST , 27 00 De Barr Rd. W ill contact 
relatives or friends in A laska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph , Box 3 14, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY A R EA SCHOOL O F PRE A C H ING 
118 00 Dublin R o ad 

Plen•a nto n . California 84~66 
J a m es W. Ferg uson, Sr., Direc tor 

NOW WORSHIP ON- ISL AND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 o r Claren ce Mny , 
Church of Christ, 4647 H auanla Rd., Kap aa, H awaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CH UR CH O F CHRIST , loo66 16th 
Avenue N.E .. Seat tle, WasiL 98155. I( you kn ow 
someon e moving to t he Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or ca ll (206) 364-2275 . W e w ill contact 
them. 
SERM'"O"'Nc;-S,-"'F:;;R'"'O"'M,.-"'S;;U"'N=s-::E;;;T;;-o-n--;9;-:;0:-:m::-:i;-:n~u:-;te:-c::-:n:-:s::s::-:et:;:tc 
tapes. T aped courses for PRE A CHER-TEA CH ER 
t rain ing and other c lasses on tape. W r ite for free 
Tape Ca.aiog a nd Brochure. Sunset School ol 
P reach ing Extension Department, 2432 27th S t reet, 
Lubbock . Texns 7941!. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF ORN IA 
CENTRAL CHU R CH O F CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S .S. 10 :00 A .M. 10 : 50 A .M. & 

6:00 P .M . 
Minis te rs : Lew is F risby, 714•622-2586; 

P a ul Harper, 473-8228. 
R~E=-L-:cl G~r"'o"'u=s-;;B;,O;:;O;;:,K~So::;BOUGHT. w nync Stephen s, 
P.O. Box 285. Shaw nee. Oklahom a 74 801. 
ATT'N. Ml LIT ARY- UPTOWN CH URCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDTNO. CA. 3630 N . " E." 
St . Sunday 9: 30 & 10:30 and 6: 00 P .M. W ed. 7:00 
P .M . Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-D ENVER A R EA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Ba rtee. Evanl'!elist 

YUJII A , ARIZ., 65 1 W . :18th S t. S unday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p . m . P h. 3 44 - 3750 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

PerhnJ>S you :ue considerin g full.timc work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting app lications a nd 
interviews for houseparents. christians who a re 
interested in the rearing o[ boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte· 
nance or in terests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there arc those 
in your congregation who desire this work. P lease 
ru;k them to cont.act Dempsey Siml)son at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 5 12·589-2236 (nights and weekends). 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina. Texas, 78055. 
Preacher needed for s mall South East Colorado 
conuregation . Home nnd utilities furnished ·with 
salary. Must be w illing to work with congregat ion 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Spri ngfield Church of Christ. Box 56. Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 303-523· 4434 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
FOR SALE pino padded pews o£ the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9" i and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church o£ Christ. P .0. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas 764 55 or call AC 915 #667-,1321. 
Cam pus Minister Needed . The Elders of t.he Monti
cello Church of Chris t is in need of a Campu s 
Minister to work full time on the campus o [ the 
University o f Arknnsas at Mont icello. Prefer mar
ried mnn with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 486, Jl!onticello, Arkansas 
71665. 
M IN I STER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northsid e Church of Ch ri• t . Rivers ide. Californ ia. 
Contact: Robert S. Rash, 2962 Brockton Ave., R iver
s ide, CA 92501. (714) 686-2019. 

WE R EUIN D CHERISHED BIBLES- write for f ree 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilen e. Texas 79604. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale. solid oa k, w ith pads. 
927 total feet. Contact : Su nset Church of Christ , 
2H2 27th Street, Lubbock. 'I'x. 79411. Phone 806-
7H-8012/ 068l. 
Rex-Rotary elect ronic s tenci l maker for sale. 
Gro,·es Church of Christ. Groves. Texas. (713) 962-
8582 Monday-'l'hu rsdny, 8:30 1\,m.-1: 30 p .m. 
For Snlc: A .B. Dick III P latemaker, good condition. 
$595.00. J ncludin~ approximately $100.00 wort h of 
sup Jllies. Call 214-832-44?6 after 5 :00. 
CH URCH BUSES-All types an d price ranges. Fort 
Wor th . Texas . P hon e 817-293-9466. 
Wanted : F ull and oo· part-time preacher to help 
build n new work jn the Brandon Vermont area: 
T hree to f ive families now meeting in rented ha ll. 
Approx. 30.000 people in surrounding nrea. Only 
partial SUJl lJOI't available. Write (send resume) to 
Chu rch of Christ . P.O. Box 82, Brandon . Vermont 
05733. or call Paul Richard!IOn, 802-459-2019. 

J EEPS. CARS, T RUCKS 
A vailable t h ru Government Agencies. many sell fo r 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 f or 
your d irectory on how to purchase. 
S OUL SAVING SE~UNAR':.::.:.~L:.:ca=rn"'h"o=-,-:v-m=a-::n-::y:-:c-::on=-
g regnlions are hnving outstandins:t success con \·crting 
soula. Train ing conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley. Evangelist, Church of Christ, 344 
N. W. Wintercrest. Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985 or 8 17-295-2233. 
The Siarra Christian School seeks applicants for a 
Director of a Day Nursery. 'fhc Director will be 
responsible for initiating and maintaining such nur
sery under the guidance of the School Board . If 
ounlified and interested. p lease contact: S ierra 
Christian School, c/o Don Lazznreschi, 4368 N. Sut
ter St., Stockton. CA 95204. 

Wanted : A full t ime gospel preacher for a sma ll 
congregation at Huntin~don, Pa. 16652. P lease send 
resume an d salary desi red to aUdress nbo\pe. 
Community minister wan ted for congrcgntion of 
about 30 a dults. Experience preferred. No eldership. 
Support provided. Near U. of Conn. Send resume to 
Storrs Church of Christ, P .0. Box 285, Storrs, Conn . 
06268. (203) 429-0625. 
P REACH ER NEEDED: To wor k with con~tregati 
on .MS Gulf Coast . Growin g church, growing , 
mun ity. new building. new shopping centers, 
schools . Church looking for sound doctr ine. 
s::etic, e..xperienccd, mnr ricd man with s trong 1 

sis on e,·angelism. AdeQuate saln.nr, housinP' 
ance, car allowance & heal t h. P lease send o 
resume o £ frunily information. education. 
porience. Send one page phiiOSOJlhY of p 
ministry. P lease send fi ve qualified referent 
dress to: Gautier Church o{ Chr ist. Box 122, ( 
llfS 39553. No calls please. Will send analn 
chuo·ch on request. 
W>tnt.ed-Manal'!er for Christian book store located 
h ighly aggo·ess ive brotherhood area-Houston. T >.. 
Must be able to organize, manage and p romote. 
Funlish resume and salnry requirement to Neil S. 
Bryan. P.O. Box 678, Nashville, TN 37202. 
Preacher wnnted for s mall congrestation o.:Cf~nbo...,..,.u;.c:-· -;:7;;:0 
m embers , no elders. Position available immedi'ntly 
for right man. Send resume to: C. A. 'Lee' Thornion. 
·102 N . Henry St., Cuero, Texas 7i954, or call \<\C 
512-275·6468. ~ 

I NVESTIGAT E ! The F i rm F oundn o n 
tries t o scr een ad..,.ertll•lnr;:. a n d w ill o1 
knowingl y tak e q u eatlon n ble n d vert hdnJt, 
Dot It 111 the render'• reaponslhlllty to In
vestig a te. Like n n y other p n per , we some
times u nwlttlnr;:ly rnn an unwortl•:r 11d. 
A1l the o l d snylnS" S'Oea, before you ln..,.e•t• 
l n,•estlr;:ate l 

Bruce l\1. H enderson, 
Box 327, Carson City, Neveda 89701 

In October my family began our eighth 
year of work with the church on Airport 
Rd. here. T he church has recently ex
panded its classroom facilit ies and has 
redecorated the r emaining part of the 
building. Our prison work, now in its s ixth 
year is enj oying continual growth. The 
radio pr ogram "What t he B ible Says" is 
in i t s tenth year and continues to have a 
good local following. S ince Sept. 1979, I 
have been ser ving as chaplain of the city/ 
county Sheriff's office. P lease let us know 
of f riends or relat ives in this par t of 
Nor thern Nevada. 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCH OOL 
OF RELIG ION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683·1678 

901·76 1·1350 Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons , ladies 
and youth progrnms, etc. availab le on 'h inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 ti t les. W r ite Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4 174, L a n caster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens , Director) 
BREWER~MAINE-241 C~e~n7te-r-,;S,-t .-, -:V;;-;.F""'.""'w"".--::H;:-a.,ll. 
Sunday classes. 10: 15: Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. V isitoTs W elcome. W r ite about 
newcomers to the GRE ATER BAN GOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE , IND .. 2205 E . Morr;:an Ave .. 
u.s. 400 E n • t Opp01olte K - Mnrt. Office 4'7'1-

~·~ - ·-~~-a-o_o_a_ n _rJ_ II _ lJ_ II_ tt ____ ,,. _ _,,,. _____ ,__o._._.._c_ a_a_ •.-e._..o-•-•-••) 
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New!Announcing the Baxter Personal 
Work Series to help make every Christian 
·n effective personal worker. 
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Son o f God? 

1
art 2 / The Bible: God's Plan for 

1 Our Salvation 
Part 3 / The C hurch: How It Makes Us 
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Complete with: 

• 3 full-color, 30-mjnute filmstrips . 

• 3 matching cassettes with sound track 
for manual projectors on one side, 
sound track for automatic projectors 
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• 3 booklets with printed scripts and 
ideas for effective use of each filmstrip. 

• Personal Worker's Manual with 
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10 help the personal worker. 

Batsell Barrett Baxter, minister, radio and televi
sion evangelist and Christian educator, has been 
preaching God's Word for nearly half a century. 
This new personal work series is a product of that 
experience and dedication. 
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making their first home study. Brother 
Baxter thoroughly covers all your 
prospect needs 10 know about Christ, the 
Bible and the church, to become a 
Christian. 

So unusual! Baxter leads a young couple 
on the screen through a fascinating 
3-pan study. Your prospect moves along 
with them on the road to accepting 
Christ. The selling almost puts your 
prospect in the picture. 

So complete! Everything the personal 
worker needs to lead a person to Christ 
by covering all the subjects necessary for 
conversion. 

Designed for conversions! This new 
series is designed so the personal worker 
may inject as much o r as liule of his own 
material as he may desire. Baxter asks 
the questions you usually worry about 
when and how to ask. 

Viewer-centered realism 
for greater personal 
involvement and more 
effective teaching. 

Your prospects can identify with the couple on 
the screen as Baxter leads them to accepting Christ 
in baptism. 
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Personal Work Series can 
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evangelism and teaching: 
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7 I Allows the personal worker to be a learner 
with the prospect. 
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new converts. 
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The most beautiful full-color art work 
ever-fascinates prospects, makes your 
personal work more exciting. 

The complete sct-3 filmstrips, 3 cassettes, 3 
script-folders, Personal Workers Manual, sturdy 
carrying-storage box-ready to go to work with 
you. ------------Order now-money back if not satisfied 
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SU PPO RTERS OF MISSION WORK IN PERU met recently at Iron Springs 
Camp near Whitney, Texas for a two-day study of the progress and needs 
of the mission team in Lima, Peru. Hosted by the Hillsboro, Texas church, 
sponsors of the Frank Rosch family, hosted the meeting which was atte nded 
by elders and deacons and their wives from Sherman, sponsors of native 
preachers in Lima, Wynnewood in Dallas, sponsors of Jackie Hackel, Hobbs, 
New Mexico, sponsors of the Glen Kramer fami ly and Westover Hills in 
Austin, sponsors of tho Charles Baird family and co-ordinators of the Lima 

mission team pro ject. 
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"Moving Up" 

We were engaged recently in a seminar on the work 
of elders hi which one of the speakers expressed the 
thought that be~ore one is selected as an elder in a con· 
gregatio!l, he ought to "serve first as a deacon and ~hen 
"move on up." Unwittingly this speaker had vocaliZed 
the thought in too many minds that the office of an elder 
is a higher office in church structure than that of. a dea
con, and that one is moving up the ladder to be selected 
as an elder . 

. Something is drastically wrong with our concept of 
church structure when we think in terms of tiers of au
thority. The church is a body; it is not a pyramid with 
elders at the top-regardless of the c~ntentions o~ some 
brethren who evidently do not know their Bibles as well 
as they ought. 

When brethren develop a concept of degrees of au
thority, and offices of honor or power, they b~tray a 
bent that is more secular than Christian. Domineering 
leadership is not a part of the structure· of the New 
Testament church. Unconsciously we betray, time after 
time the fact that we think of elders as highest ranking 
offi;ials rather than the humble servants the Bible pic
tures them to be. We make status differences between 
members, deacons and elders when the Bible makes 
none. We elevate men. The Bible does not. "The elder
ship" is made of of men who possess certain gifts rat~er 
than. qualifications. They are recognized for the gifts 
they possess rather than the election they have won. If 
men in a congregation possess the required gifts it is not 
necessary· that they be promoted to the position. No 
prior experience in one office is necessary to qualify one 
for service in another capacity. The same Spirit from 
whom we all got our gifts provides the qualities for vari
ous ·positions of service. This is why many men who 
serve exceptionally well as deacons would never make 
good elders. Many congregations have ruined a good dea
con by trying to "promote" him to elder. 

We should ask ourselves the question : "Have we really 
restored the New Testament church structure?" We 
have the designations right, but do we have the right 
concept of the church structured as a body? It would do 
us good to reconsider our whole concept of church struc
ture. Denominationalism is concerned with the church 
as a group -of people who worship regularly and who are 
organized in a certain way. Undenominational Chris
tianity thinks of the church as a body that grows by that 
which every member supplies. We can slip into denomi
national thinking without perceiving it; and then we 
usually anathmatize those who call our attention to it. 
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There is something about humans that makes status 
important and recognition the adrenalin of life. We 
"recognize" the visitors. We call out the names of every 
member we can find an excuse for calling, because 
nothing is so sweet to human ears as the sound of one's 
own name. We praise the accomplishments of those who 
accomplish only minor things. And we create echelons 
of power, authority and honor. And we defend them 
fiercely. We are more concerned with offices to be held 
than with responsibilities to be carried out. And, did you 
ever notice, it is the one who holds the office who is 
afraid his authority will be taken away. 

It would help to restore the New Testament church 
if we would make a diligent search for the gifts the 
Spirit has given to our members, as they have studied 
the teaching of the Spirit and· responded to it, and ap
propriate these gifts to the ministries with which the 
church is charged. If duties were matched to gifts, and 
everyone forgot about authority, maybe the body would 
"grow by that which every member supplieth." What
ever the gift, then, all would be doing what they were 
qualified to do. 

About the most revolutionary thing we can think of in 
the local church would be the rearrangement of respon
sibilities to match the abilities which the Spirit has de
veloped in each member's life. No one would then worry 
about who calls the shots. When the Holy Sprit has suf
ficiently changed and qualified a Christian for a certain 
work, then he should be recognized, and his talent used 
in that work. Electing him to office by popular vote does 
not make him into what the Holy Spirit can make him 
into. And the Holy Spirit makes men into vessels of 
honor through the only medium he uses for the purpose 
-the Word. 

For whatever it might be worth, we are of the opinion 
that the need of the church today is to produce ser
vants-not leaders. If we produce servants they will be
come leaders. Our problem is with shot-callers who have 
not learned to serve. 

After all, did not Jesus teach that "if any among you 
would ·be great, let him be servant of all."? The way up 
is down. Brethren who really move up are those who 
move down first. "For everyone who exalts himself sha1I 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be 
exalted." 
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Can You See Any Sense in It? 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

When I was but a young man I heard preaching brethren say 
of baptism, "Our religious friends say, 'I do not see any sense 

in it.' I do not see any sense in it either, but since God says do it, 
we must do it." I agreed then, and now, that when God gives us a 
command it is our responsibility to obey, whether we understand 
all the r easons behind it or not. However, I fear that we may 
have left the impression that God's commands are somewhat 
arbitrary, and really are to be thought sensible only by those 
who are credulous, or limited in intelligence. It has been my 
experience in t he last 40 years or so of trying to win persons 
to Christ that it is helpful if I can show plausible reasons WHY 
they are asked to do something. Not only do they need to know, 
"Why be baptized?" but "Why is baptism, instead of some other 
act, related to remission of sins as it is?" 

This article, then, is for t he purpose of suggesting that there 
IS sense in the act of baptism, and to set forth some reasons 
why it is commanded. Let us look at some things God needed to 
accomplish, and how he chose to accomplish them. 

First, God has always acted upon this principle: The faith that 
he required as a prerequisite to the blessing offered 1nust be an 
obedient or active faith. One needs only to look at the history of 
man as revealed in the Bible to see that principle demonstrated 
repeatedly. God reviews a portion of that history in Hebrews 11. 
In every case the faith that was pleasing to God-the faith that 
was necessary to accomplish the desir ed result--was an obedient 
faith. "By faith Abel offe?·ed-," "By faith Noah-p1·epan·ed-," 
"By faith Abraham-obeyed-." Of course that principle is prag
matically and historically true outside the Bible. Nothing was 
ever accomplished by fa ith until that faith was demonstrated! 

Having established that principle, let us now look at some of 
the reasons for baptism. First, God wanted an act that would, by 
its very nature, not only be an act of faith on the part of the one 
doing it, but show itself to be such an act to those who witnessed 
it. The question may be raised : Why is not 1·epentance such an 
act? Is not repentance an act of faith, and does it not demon
strate faith in Christ when one repents? Although it is certainly 
true that the repentance G<>d demands is an act of faith, and 
without faith in Christ, one cannot repent with 1·elation to Clwist, 
it is also true that one may repent and indicate 1·epentance so 
others may see it, and still not have faith in Christ! For example, 
a drunkard may become so sorry about his drunkenness that he 
will quit it witho~tt nccessa1-ily having faith in Ch1·ist, in which 
case it does not relate to his salvation! Some of our religious 
neighbors t each that a person can repent before he believes. It 
is true that a man can repent with relation to some things with
out believing in Christ, but one cannot repent with relation to his 
sin against Christ without believing in him. The Jews in Acts 2 
could not "Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins"
the sins of crucifying the Lord, etc., if they did not believe him 
to be the Lord. 

So, every act that a man does with reference to hls salvation 
must be releated to his faith in C/111-ist. Bapt ism in the name of 
Jest~..s, into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit cannot be .done without both having f aith in Christ, 
and demonstrating that faith. Men may be, and have been bap
tized without faith in Christ, but such baptism is not the kind 
mentioned above for the remission of sins. The kind of baptism 
the Bible requires can only be done by faith in Christ. 

Second, God wanted an act of faith that could be accomplished 
universally-in all areas where men live, and one which every 
strata of society would be able to do. If he asked that we offer 
our sons on an altar as an act of faith, not a ll could. If he 

asked that we bring a precious jewel, those who had no access to 
a jewel would be lost. But h e only asked that each person offer 
himself (and every person has THAT) and be buried in water 
(which every living person has access to, no matter where they 
live.) 

Third, God wanted an act that would demonstrate faith, riot 
only in the comrnctnd of God, but in the pe1·son and wo1·k of 
Christ. They must be acts that are related to the fundamentals 
of the gospel-the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 
There are many who believe that one called Jesus lived, but not 
that he died and was resurrected. The act of burial in baptism 
at the command of Christ is a logical demonstration of the fact 
that one has died to the love and practice of sin, and that he 
wants to be buried with Christ, and raised to walk in newness 
of life. There is no other act that the wisdom of God has devised 
(and certainly none which men could devise) that so aptly, elo
quently, and beautifully set forth the facts of the gospel, and 
demonstrate one's faith in the reality of those facts as the act 
of baptism. God's \visdom chose an act which would allow the 
obedient believer to preach the facts of the gospel, even as he 
obeyed its commands. Here is a part of the ground for the false 
assumptions of our religious friends who say "Baptism is just a 
symbol." It IS a symbol, but not ju,st a symbol. Certainly it sym
bolizes our death to sin, our burial with Christ, and our resur
t·ection to walk a new life \vith him, but it is much more than 
that. 

Fourth, since God has provided that his Son's blood be shed 
for the remission of our sins, there logically had to be an act 
by which man could appropriate that blood in a spiritual sense. 
It had to be an act of faith, but the act of faith had to be one 
that could be seen as connected with the death of Christ for us. 
To die to sin in repentance, and to indicate that death by being 
buried with Christ into his death is apparently the most ap
propriate act the wisdom of God could devise that could bring a 
man into a spiritual connection with the blood of Christ, which 
was shed in his death. It is not an arbitrary command that makes 
no sense! There is no more logical time and place to forgive a 
man's sins-wash them away in the blood of Christ--than where 
and when man demonstrates his faith in the power of that blood 
by symbolically coming into contact with it. 

Fifth, while getting all of that done, God needed to make sure 
that while symbolizing one's death to sin and burial with Christ, 
he did not have any conflicting symbolism that would detract 
from the wisdom, beauty, and completeness of the picture. For 
example, one might symbolize his burial with Christ by going 
into a literal grave and being covered with dirt , but aside from 
the difficulty and danger of doing that, there would be a clash 
of symbols. Dirt and filth suggest evil and wickedness. However, 
when one is buried with Christ in the water of baptism, not only 
is our faith in Christ demonstrated, not only is our faith in the 
particular facts of the gospel demonstrated, but there is sym
bolized what actually takes place--the washing away of sins ! 

There a re at least five good reasons wh y baptism makes sense. 
I contend that there is no other act which the wisdom of God 
could devise which would as aptly accomplish these five things 
simultaneously as the act of baptism. It is true t hat God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, but 
that does not mean they are arbitrary or do not have sense in 
them. It is simply that the worldly wise can not see any sense. 
Let us be wiser than they! 

1700 Wyandotte Trail, Casselberry, Fla. 32707 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

What • Man? LS 
0. H. TABOR 

Perhaps it is midnight and the psalmist is standing midst the 
majestic, silent hills of his homeland. He looks toward the 
heavens and sees the bright stars which are silent witnesses for 
God. Their size, their order, their steadfastness, their splendor 
and their mystery, all proclaim the greatness of the Creator. No 
doubt David felt the same things about it all that thousands have 
felt and tried to express since that time. "When I gaze into the 
stars," said Carlyle, "have they not looked down upon me, as if 
with pity, from their serene spaces, like eyes glistening with 
heavenly tears over the lot of man?" While the glory of God in 
the heavens is fitted to humble us, it also awakens aspirations as 
it did with David when he bursts out into song, "0 Lord, our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who has set thy 
glory above the heavens." Then he sees himself awed by such 
majestic greatness over his head then said, "When I consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou has made 
him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 
glory and honour. Thou has made him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet. . • 
0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth." 

David didn't here answer, in detail, the question he asked. One 
does not read far into the writings of serious minds without 
coming to face what some have called, the essential paradox of 
manhood. On the one side there are the words of pessimism, of 
helplessness and despair, but on the other there are many who 
write of their convictions of man's greatness. Seneca, who is so 
conscious of frustration and sin can write, "God is near you, 
with you, within you, I say it, Lucilius; a holy spirit sits within 
us, spectator of our evil and our good." Glover collects some 
things that Epictetus states in his discourses: Man's part in life 
is to be the spectator and interpreter of God; he is the son of God; 
his duty is to attach himself to God and like a soldier to obey God's 
signals and commands. He is to look up to God and to say; use 
me henceforth for what thou wilt. I am of thy mind; I am thine." 
The idea of the essential connection between God and man is 
present in Greek thought, "We are indeed his offspring" said 
Aratus, the Stoic poet, a saying which Paul was to quote. "On 
every hand," says Barkley, "we meet the paradox of manhood, 
the fact that man is a helpless sinner, and the fact that man is 
somehow kin to God." 

It is plain from the Scriptures that man stands supreme in 
God's creation and that he is always out of step with himself 
and his fellows until he walks with his God. 

Man is great in that he can reflect God's glory, however, God 
warns that man often reflects false glory. He said that the glory 
of man is as the flower of the grass (1 Pet. 1 :24). He warns, let 
no man glory in wealth, power (2 Cor. 10:1). We are warned 
not to glory in men (1 Cor. 3:21). We are not to glory in ap
pearance (1 Cor. 5: 12). To glory in the flesh is sinful. Paul said, 
"God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of Jesus Christ" 
(Gal. 6:18). Man is great for as God's creature he can worship, 
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praise God, exalt his great name and move toward God. Man 
can rise higher and magnify God's holy Name. He can emulate 
the characteristics of Jesus Christ in some measure. Man can 
be moved by compassion to lend heart and hand to his fellows. 
Man can look up in hope of the resurrection, the inheritance, in 
the change of his state by the redemption of the body and finally 
look in hope to be like Jesus and see him as he is. Such hope is 
an anchor to the soul and unifies God's people. 

Man is great because Go.d can reveal some of his glory to him. 
Paul said, "For God who said, let light shine out of darkness, 
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ" (2 Cor. 
4:6). Man has always wanted to see God, but the Almighty is too 
glorious for man to look upon for human eyes could not stand it 
and we are not as yet ready for it. He shows us a small glimmer 
of his glory. Jesus Christ came to show us the Father and is the 
express image of his person. We see Jesus, "Made a little lower 
than the angels to share the measure of glory that man, in his 
present state can bear. The amazing thing is not that God some
times allowed his glory to shine through, but the marvel is 
that he could somehow cover his glory while with mankind. On 
the Mount of Transfiguration Jesus allowed some of his glory to 
appear and they could not stand to face him. Some day we shall 
stand in his presence and be able to share his full glory, thank 
God! 

Man is great in that he can prepare for full glory. God is now 
getting his people ready for glory. He planted a colony on earth 
by sowing the gospel seed. His people form an assembly of born 
again, resurrected souls. They have been raised with Christ to 
walk the new life .and God is now getting them ready for a new 
heaven and new earth where they need not the sun to shine but 
where the glory of God is the light. 

Again we see the greatness of man for Jesus is coming to take 
them to a prepared place where he is and there they shall live 
forever. When he comes in his glory with his saints, at the last 
trump, the dead will be raised and we, who are in Christ, shall 
realize the redemption of our bodies. Then there shall be no 
more groanings to be reclothed and all things will be made new. 
Think what heaven will be! We're waiting in patience for that 
glad day. Paul longed for that time. As we grow older in Christ 
the thought of being with Christ is sweeter. It is true that we 
cannot know now the greatness of it all, but we have the hope 
that Paul had, which hope is steadfast and because of such hope 
we faint not. 

To know where we are going puts heart into every service and 
into every song we sing and into every prayer we pray. Every 
day is fresh and new, because we are going toward that glorious 
region of delight and nothing can block our way for Jesus is lead
ing us home. Now we have seen the glory of God, the greatness 
of man and we can now with certainty answer the questions; 
Who am I? Where did I come from? What am I here for? and 
Where am I going? If you are not going toward heaven, turn 
your feet today. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 17, 1981 



Ten Incentives to Evangelism 
J. J. TURNER 

A weary man trudged through the snow and ice to ring a door 
bell. The man answering it responded with, "Why in the world 
are you out in this terrible weather trying to sell brushes?" The 
salesman replied, "Sir, my family must eat!" 

A person will do almost anything if he is motivated. Whether 
it's selling brushes in the snow; climbing a mountain; lifting 
a car off a loved one; or obeying the commands of God, motiva
tion is a prime mover. A person will not be moved to do very 
much until there is a strong stimulus. 

God has given the church many great works to do. Nothing 
must interfere with us as we seek to do the Master's will in every 
area. The number one priority given to the church by Christ is 
making disciples of all people. Many members of the Body of 
Christ, however, aren't involved in this priority work. Why? 
There are probably several answers to this question. One I am 
certain of is a lack of motivation. This is why we must raise and 
answer this important question: Why teach or evangelize the 
lost? If we can find the proper answers to this question, and 
these answers are founded on God's word, we will have proper 
motivation for going and teaching the lost. 

First, we are commanded to evangelize. This removes it from 
the realm of optional works. It is a must. Jesus said, "Go make 
disciples of all nations" (Matt. 28:19). Many try to play down 
doing anything for the Lord because of commandment. This is 
not biblical! Jesus said, "If you love me you will keep my com
mandment" (John 14:15). His command, is go and teach. 

Second, Christians must share the sense of debt that the 
apostle Paul felt. He said, "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as 
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that 
are at Rome also" (Rom. 1:14, 15). Gratitude for one's salvation 
is a strong incentive to share the gospel with the lost. 

Third, the needs of sinners should motivate us to teach the 
lost. Paul said, "For all haye sinned, and fallen short of the 
glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). Jesus said, "He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:35; 
cf. Mark 15:15, 16). A sinner needs salvation more than the air 
he is breathing. "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8 :36). The old 
saying of "Fine a need a meet it" has no greater application 
than to evangelizing the lost. 

Fourth, love for Christ is another prime incentive for teaching 
the lost. Paul wrote, "For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead" (II Cor. 5:14). A man works for his family because he 
loves it. Likewise, a person works for Christ because he loves him. 
We are able to love him because he first loved us. Love is a 
flame that should set our feet marching toward the lost with 
good news. 

Fifth, love for others should move us to evangelism. Andrew 
wasted no time in bringing his brother, Simon (Peter), to Jesus 
(cf. John 1:41). Jesus died for the salvation of all men (cf. Ro
mans 5:5-10); his death was a reality because God loves the sin
ner and was willing to give (cf. John 3:16). What are we willing 
to give the sinner? If we love him we will give him the gospel of 
Christ. 

Sixth, the example set by the early disciples should encourage 
us to go and tell others about the salvation in Christ ( cf. Eph. 

1:3, 7). In a hostile world they preached Christ (cf. Acts 4:11-
13); nothing could stop them as they taught daily in the temple, 
and in every house ( cf. Acts 5:42). They preached Christ cruci
fied, it was a stumbling block to the Jews, and unto the Greeks 
it was foolishness (cf. I Cor. 1:23). These are good examples for 
us to follow. 

Seventh, gospel stewardship is another motive to evangelize. 
Paul said, "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is re
quired in stewards, that a man be faithful" (I Cor. 4:1, 2). This 
"mystery" is the fulfillment of Christ's redemptive work as 
stated in the Prophets, and revealed through the proclamation 
of the gospel (cf. Eph. 1:8-10; I Peter 1:10-12). Faithfulness 
demands that we share the gospel of Christ. 

Eighth, teaching the lost and baptizing them into Christ helps 
a Christian bear fruit (cf. John 15:1-8). Bearing fruit brings 
glory to God. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). 

Ninth, a lack of workers is an incentive to teach the lost. Jesus 
said, and it's still true today, " ... the harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of harvest, 
that he will send forth laborers into the harvest" (Matt. 9:37, 
38). If you don't teach the lost, who will? The Lord of harvest 
wants YOU to go! 

Tenth, the promised reward should move us to take the gospel 
to the lost. One day we will stand before Christ to give account 
of ourselves (cf. II Cor. 5:10). Thus, "Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men ••. " (II Cor. 5:11). "Every 
man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire: and the fire shall try every 
man's work of what sort it is" (I Cor. 3:13). This is why, there
fore, we must ~ loyal to our Lord and his commission to make 
disciples of all nations. Only those who do his commandments will 
enter the gates into the city (Rev. 22 :14). Reward is a strong 
incentive to teach the lost. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 

small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 

carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 

should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 

carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISBTNG HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austill, Texas '18'16'1 
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Convicted-Appealed-Uplifted 
E. L. (LUKE) CURTIS 

I sat on my cot made of sheet iron, mat
tress hard and uncomfortable, sun shining 
in the west window of the cell block, that I 
called home for 1 year of the 3 years I 
spent in the Texas Department of Cor
rections and thought, what are you going 
to do with your life, old man? The heat 
was terrible that summer afternoon, as I 
looked at my life in retrospect. Nothing 
seemed to be the sum total, but not realiz
ing it, God had blessed me with a lovely 
family, four children that had been with
out a father from the youngest girl's 13th 
birhday, a successful business wasted, un
told people touched by me as a friend, 
then disenchanted because of a drunkard's 
rebellion against God and society in 
general. 

I had never really opened God's word 
and sought comfort, but I remembered my 
dear mother telling me many times that I 
can do all things through Christ, that God 
would never burden us with more than we 
could carry. So, I picked up an unused New 
Testament, put ·in my cell . to impress the 
guards that I was a nice fellow, and 
opened the pages without knowin~ where 
to look, and started reading I Timothy, 
Chapter 6. Familiar phrases from long ago 
started to come into focus. Honor, respect, 
conceit, friction, depraved minds, godli
·ness, lov~ of money, temptations, snares, 
God, Jesus, gone astray from God and his 
son, and in II Timothy, Paul spoke of 
being his prisoner. Guilt ran through me 
like ice water had hit me. In a cell 8' x 5' 
with the temperature at least 110 degrees, 
I was chilled, and afraid. I had never 
realJy been ·badly frightened in my life, 
being large framed, aggressive and · de
pendent on alcohol to carry me through 
any situation; but here in prison, with no 
mind changing chemical such as whiskey, 
beer, wine or pills, I was suddenly terri-
fied. .. 

Was I to die alone at middle age, devoid 
of God, family, friends, self respect, and 
no possible way to see myself free of this 
situation? I knelt on my cot, lay my head 
against that concrete wall, and for the 
first time, prayed from an earnest heart, 
that the Lord would show me a way to 
overcome this terrible fear. There were no 
flashing lights or voices from afar; out
wardly everything was the same, but in 
my. mind I kept thinking, read, read and 
read some more, and. felt some relief from 
the chill and fear. 

The next days, as ·often as possible, I 
read the New Testament and things began 
to form in my mind. I needed to open my 
heart (mind) and let the teachings of 
Jesus saturate my thoughts, needed to 
study his word, and to apply all the prin
ciples he taught, to my life and practice 
them. As I continued my studies, I no
ticed after several weeks that my vocabu
lary began to take a different start; the 
cursing had almost stopped; also, I was 
sleeping better, but above all, the fear I 
had experienced was- about gone!! Each 
night now, I prayed for help with my at
titudes and that God's will be done, and 
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each day God carried me further along 
toward helping me find myself in a new 
life with Jesus. 

The day, January 7, 1975 finally came 
to be, and I walked out the front door of 
the Texas Department of Corrections, 
Walls Unit, where most of the inmates are 
released. Worldly ·possessions consisted of 
prison issued shirt, trousers, and shoes, 
one hundred dollars, and a few letters 
from my children I 

I headed for the bank, cashed my check, 
spent three dollars and fifty cents for an 
atomizer to control my chronic asthma, 
headed for the bus station, when a little 
man stopped me and asked about my 
health, where I was going, etc. My reac
tion was to label him a con man, as I had 
been warned of them before leaving 
prison. I bought a bus ticket to Chicago, 
with the intention of evntually going back 
to my hometown in Lansing, Michigan. 
Other than that, I had no direction in my 
life. 

I sat in that bus station thinking, "What 
now, old man," and I felt old physically, 
but was very alert mentally. Lo and be
hold, here came my little fat friend, the 
con man! ! He introduced himself as 
Clyde Thompson, known as the "Meanest 
Man in Texas" at one time, and I laughed 
at his attempt to humor. He asked me to 
stay a few days with him, as he had, as 
he called it an "All The Way House," not 
a half-way house, as half-way measures 
avail nothing. So, I stayed just to see what 
his game was. This little, I thought, strange 
man, with a big ego, turned out to be 
what he said he was, and that was re
freshing, someone honest! ! In addition, he 
was a gospel preacher, and between him 
and his sweet little wife, Julie, I came to 
know of God's saving grace and his son, 
Jesus, and what he meant to everybody 
that opened their hearts and minds, .and 
obeyed his commandments and his teach
ings. 

Three weeks later I was baptized into 
Christ for the remission of sins, and that 
was the Lord's way of bringing me into his 
fold. For two years I worked for the Lord, 
associated with Clyde and met many new 
people on the outside, mostly Christians, 
and they helped me in my quest for this 
new life I'd read about. 

Look back at the story: Through con
stant prayer, meditation, hard work, 
learning to love, being patient, study, the 
Lord had brought about many changes in 
my life. Once I was free and sober, I 
worked for the Lord everyday. I had new 
Christian friends that loved me, I'd met, 
baptized and married the woman of my 
dreams, and best of all, I was a Christian. 
Wow! ! I didn't know that this new life 
could be so new. I was changing from a 
sorry, sin-filled old wreck into a new man, 
with a life of love, happiness and service 
for our Lord Jesus. 

After two years with Brother Clyde, he 
and Julia decided to move to Lubbock, and 
as I had worked with him, I'd also worked 
with Brother Ron Goodman. Ron had been 

preaching for the Sam Houston Church of 
Christ in Huntsville, and had been working 
from time to time with inmates of the 
Texas Department of Corrections, study
ing with them, counselling them, baptizing 
them. It came to be that the administration 
of TDC asked Ron to be the representative 
for the Churches of Christ in the prison 
system. Ron made a commitment to do the 
Lord's work in prisons, and he resigned as 
preacher at the Sam Houston congrega
tion to go into full-time prison evangelism. 
Ron is loved and respected and does a 
wonderful job in the prison units because 
he is honest, straight-forward, knowledge
able in the Lord's teachings and the prob
lems people have. 

Ron asked me to join him. The Garland 
Street Church in Plainview, Texas had the 
oversight of this work, and we went to 
Plainview to meet with them. Now share 
with ·me my thoughts about this meeting 
with a group of conservative Christians in 
far west Texas that had always respected 
the law, and each other. They were proba
bly very apprehensive about meeting with 
an alcoholic, ex-convict, that had not led a 
life you would want to model yours after! ! 
I was absolutely terrified; and then Ron 
laid it on me, one of the brothers on the 
mission committee was an ex-Department 
of Public Safety Officer. I almost called 
off the meeting right then. Sure enough, 
we met with the elders and deacons, and 
Brother Bill Cartwright sat straight 
across from me and he said "Frankly, I am 
not convinced this program is going to be 
effective, and you have to convince me that 
the Lord's work will be effective and 
fruitful in the prisons." Bill has a com
manding presence, and believe me, I asked 
the Lord, "Let me say the right things, 
Lord, stay at my side, and let this prison 
work prosper and grow." 

The prison work has not only pros
pered and grown, it has expanded beyond 
belief. We enroll men and women in our 
Bible courses from National Bible Studies, 
Plainview, Texas, and Abilene Christian 
University courses for full college credit, 
paid for by A.C.U. extension department, 
counsel inmates each week and hold Bible 
classes each Sunday on 5 units with Ron, 
Luke, Brothers Jerry Harris, John Lasater 
and Weldon Blake teaching, and Sister 
LuJuana Allen teaching at the women's 
unit. Things are happening in the prisons: 
good things! 

Only when a man or woman reaches the 
point where they decide they alone, have 
the ability to change their lives, by giving 
up sin forever, and turning their lives 
over to Christ for a life of happiness and 
service to God and their fellow man, will 
we see substantial progress within prisons. 
An uninformed, unrepentant, unreformed 
person, that has been rehabilitated accord
ing to present day standards, very often 
returns to society as a better educated 
thief, check writer, con man, drunk, what
ever the case may be. 

The free will God gave me, made me 
change when I saw the folly of life, pur
suing worldly pleasures, material gain, all 
the enticements Satan offers. With all my 
heart, I know this is the way men can and 
will change ..• it's the way I changed. 

Box 1331, Huntsville, Tex. 77340 
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. Confronting Millennialism ( 5) 
CHARLES COOK 

Generally premillennial writers (i.e., Lindsey, Walvoord, 
Kirban) indicate an imminent situation regarding their theories. 
The things they write about .are not going to happen to some 
distant generation, but as Lindsey says, "History seems to be 
headed for its climactic hour." (Late Great Planet Earth, p. 87). 
He believes, as do most of his cohorts, that this generation will 
witness the Second Coming of Christ. This "imminence factor" 
is a vital ingredient for the popularity of the modern day pre
millennialists. If what they predicted was aimed at three or 
four generations in the future, then their theories would be less 
popular than a mudslide. 

But notice how these millennarians spice their materials . . . 
one used this heading: "The world is fast ripening for the coming 
world dictator! The superman! The arch-deceiver! The anti
Ckrist!" According to these fictionalizers, Daniel has "much to 
say" about this coming world dictator, the Anti-christ. All dic
tators, from Antiochus Epiphanes to Adolf Hitler to ldi Amin, 
are mere amateurs compared to his arch-villain. He will be a 
specific personality, presently alive somewhere on the earth 
right now, who will by deceit and cunning exalt himself to the 
power of one-man rule over all the earth. 

Supposedly, the Antichrist's rise to power is described in 
Daniel 8 :23-25 where Daniel predicted that "in the latter time 
.•..• a king of fierce countenance" will come to power. He will 
"stand up against the Prince of princes, but shall be broken 
without hand." Daniel 11 :21 is supposed to contain more en
lightenment by telling us he will come to power during a time of 
peace and shall "obtain the kingdom by flatteries." 

If it can be shown that Daniel's prophetic villain has already 
appeared on the stage of history and the premillennialist's "fu
ture fueher" is but a fictitious extension of their own specula
tions, then we will have again achieved our purpose of pointing 
out the fallacies of dispensational thinking. 

The setting for DanielS shows the decline of the Medo/Persian 
Empire as it gave place to Alexander the Great and the Greeks. 
After the death of Alexander, the Grecian Empire was divided 
four ways by his generals, thus creating four smaller kingdoms, 
and "out of one of them came forth a little horn" (Daniel 8:9). 
This is not the "little horn" of Daniel 7 which grew out of the 
ten horns of the Roman Beast, this one grew out of the Grecian 
Beast. This "little horn" is Antiochus Epiphanes IV. He is inter
preted by Daniel to be the one "of fierce countenance" who op
posed the very plans of God and was "broken without hand," 
that is God brought him down (Daniel 8 :23-25). (See especially 
Between The Testaments, Charles Pfeiffer, pp. 77-82.) 

Antiochus Epiphanes IV died in 165 B.C. and afterward the 
Jews enjoyed a century of peace and self-rule in Palestine. This 
period of peace showed God's care and concern for the Jews 
whom he had chastized in Babylon, Persia and Greece. In 63 B.C. 
Pompey captured Palestine for the Roman Empire and this 
marked the start of God's fulfillment of Daniel 2:44. Rome be-

came the fourth world power, and as Daniel had foretold from 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, during this period the God of heaven 
would establish his Kingdom. 

Paul called it "the fullness of time" and in this space God 
brought in his Messiah to set up the Kingdom (Gal. 4:4). Daniel 
8 ahd 11 make no mention of an end of the world villain who will 
rule the earth at the end of our age. Those chapters rather speak 
of a wicked man named Antiochus Epiphanes who severely per
secuted the Jewish people and whom God used at the end of the 
Jewish Age to usher in his divine will for a new age. 

Not only is it true that Daniel says nothing about a vile person 
of our age who shall be "the Antichrist," the New Testament like
wise does not teach that there shall arise such. a single per
sonality. It does, however, teach that there were at the time it 
was written, and shall be throughout this age, antichrist · ele
ments in the worW. In fairness, we should mention that several 
amillennial commentators (i.e., Hendriksen) do believe that 
Paul's "man of sin" will be manifested in one person at th~ close 
of our age. John is the only New Testament writer" who 
used the term "antichrist" and Paul spoke of tb,e. "lawless one" 
(I John 2:18; 4:3; II John 7; II Thess. 2:1"'10). Nero, Constan
tine, Napoleon, Hitler, Stalin and even Henry Kissinger are 
among those who have been suspect, and ·for various. reasons. 
But those who look for antichrist to appear in a single personali
ty miss the whole point. The spirit of antichrist ·is. always at 
work through men and their organizations. 

We agree with the publisher of Present Truth Magazine when 
he stated, "Antichrist therefore refers to some figure who puts 
himself in the place of Jesus Christ. He is a substitute Christ. 
Standing in the room of Jesus Christ, he tries to ·carry· on the 
work of Christ. • . . . So antichrist must always be seen as a 
present reality-in A.D. 65, in 1517, or in 1975. Antichrist's ap
pearance belongs to the 'last days,' and according to John, the 
spirit of antichrist manifested in the false teachers was a har
binger of the end time." (Present Truth, Vol. 4, No.~' p.l4.) 

The Greek prefix "anti" means "in the place of.," and antichrist 
is any person, organization or system that arises in the Christian 
Age to oppose the authority of Jesus Christ. The. "little horn" 
of Daniel 8, Antioch us Epiphanes IV, was certainly a· prototype 
of the antichrist spirit. However, no V{here in the Book of Daniel 
is there a prophecy of an end of the world .dictator . known as 
"The Antichrist!" The premillennialists will have to look. else
where for Scriptural support. 

To those of the premillennial persuasion we make this charge: 
It would be characteristic of most premillennialists to continue 
believing their theories even after they are proven wrong by the 
Scriptures, because their concept of the future and the nature of 
God's Kingdom is basically preconceived anyhow! Pre~ille_n
nialists are as nationalistic and materialistic as were the Jews of 
Jesus' day. Jesus said, "My Kingdom is not of this world .•.• " 

Box 3814, New Delhi 110049, India . 
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Paul's Prison Faith 
Before he became a Christian, Paul, or 

Saul as he was then known, put many be
lievers into prison (Acts 8:3). When he 
wrote his letter to Philemon, Paul was 
both a Christian and a prisoner (Philemon 
1, 9, 10). 'How did he ·react to the change 
of roles? Consider the faith that sustained 
Paul during his prison terms. 

First, Paul's prison faith centered in 
Christ (Philemon 1 and 9). From every ap
pearance Paul was a prisoner of the Ro
man government. If we had asked any of 
his guards they would have said, "We hold 
the key. Y ~s, Paul is our prisoner." 

But the religious leaders who plotted 
Paul's capture and the soldiers who 
chained him were years too late. Outside 
of Damascus Paul had been taken prisoner 
by Jesus Christ. As a "prisoner of Christ 
Jesus" Paul was "in chains for the gospel" 
(Philemon 13). Yet, at the same time, ·he 
was free to be Christ's man. The bitterness 
which often takes hold of prisoners did not 
effect Paul because he knew that it was 
for the sake of Jesus Christ that he was 
in jail (cf. Matt. 5:10-12). 

Second, Paul's prison faith made him 
grateful for fellow Christians (Philemon 
4-7). How often we find ourselves feeling 
resentful against other believers who are 
not experiencing the difficulties we have. 
How easy it would have been for Paul to 
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have said, "Here I am in prison because I 
am true to the faith. If you people were 
really standing for the' truth you would be 
in here too!" Bitterness springing from 
a lack of trust in Christ could have led to 
anger against other beJie'\•crs. 

But for Paul, with his life firmly on the 
foundation of Christ, it was quite natural 
to 'thank God when he remembered his 
friends.' He could also speak of how those 
Christians who -were not in prison had 
nevertheless 'refreshed the hearts of the 
saints.' 

Third, Paul's prison faith continued to 
speak the gospel (Philemon 10 and 16). 
Because Paul escaped the bondage of re
sentment and self-pity he was able to 
speak freely. and positively of the gospel. 
From one point of view it is strange to 
think of a man asking a runaway salve 
to become a believer in the teaching which 
was the cause of that man's imprisonment. 
And yet that is exactly what Paul did. 
"Onesimus, why don't you join me in the 
faith which got me into this cell?!" 

Strange-but compelling because Paul's 
whole bearing testified to the freedom and 
joy which was his in Christ. "The word of 
God is not fettered" (II Tim. 2:9). With 
that conviction the Apostle turned a prison 
cell into a gospel center in which a fugitive 
came to his true home with God. 

Putting Courage Back Into Discouragement PAUL D. KEARBY 

One of the old miserable barriers that 
often prevents Christians from living as 
God would have them live is discourage
ment. One has said, "More human suffer
ing has resulted from depression brought 
on by discouragement than from any other 
single disease." Modern psychological re
search has revealed that more than sixty 
percent of the people who seek the help of 
a psychiatrist, psychologist, or psycho
analyst are discouraged or depressed. · 

The salient message of God's word is 
this: "You have made known to me the 
paths of life: You will fill me with joy in 
Your presence." God shows people how 
they should live and this path always leads 
to joy in his presence This is a very inter
esting picture of God. It is not one of a 
stem, forbidding figure bringing ven
geance and wrath upon mankind. Rather 
it is one of a character that is filled with 
light and glory; love and mercy; joy and 
happiness. This character is transmitted to 
the obedient believer so that he may under
stand the ways of life and find joy in God's 
presence. 

Discouragement is a word that has an 
interesting meaning. The prefix 'dis' 
means literally to discount. When one is 
given to prolonged periods of discourage
ment he is discounting the courage God 
has built into his people. On the other 
hand, the word encouragement has the 
prefix 'en' which literally means to be In 
or full of. When Paul wrote the Thessa
lonian church and told them to "encourage 
each other with these words," he wanted 

8 [104] 

them to be full of the courage which 
comes from God's word that would help 
them face an uncertain future. It is clear 
from God's word, he wants his people to 
'live courageous lives! 

In view of this, how does one put cour
age back into discouragement? The 
answer may be found in 1 Samuel 30. The 
Amalekites had burned Ziklag and carried 
away all the women and children while 
David and his men returned from Aphek.
When David and his men found Ziklag 
destroyed and their families missing they 
"wept aloud until they had no strength left 
to weep." David was greatly distressed for 
his men were planning to stone him be
cause "each one was bitter in spirit be
cause of his sons and daughters." However 
in the midst of his depression, "David 
found strength (courage) in the Lord." 
He sought out the Amalekites, defeated 
their army and "brought everything back." 
David put his trust in God's word and thus 
was able to overcome enormous odds and 
be victorious! 

This is the key to courageous, victorious 
living! Christianity is God's mechanism 
for victory! The one who has committed 
his life to Christ can conquer his fears, 
anxieties, doubts, and hatreds. He is no 
longer afraid of adverse circumstances 
for he can embrace a courageous, vic
torious life style that cries out to a de
pressed and discouraged world, "for me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain"! 

Box "C", Wayne, Oklahoma 73095 

Fourth, Paul's prison faith dared to say 
'perhaps' (Philemon 15). In view of what 
we have read in this little epistle-Paul's 
faith and willingness to continue teaching 
the gospel-we would expect the Apostle 
to speak firmly, "I know exactly why I am 
here and why the slave came to Rome!" 
Many would put it that way today-un
unwavering claims of absolute certainty 
about God's ways. 

But Paul dared to say 'perhaps' as he 
spoke "in wonder at God's strange yet 
gracious providence." Paul's assurance did 
not stand on huge statements of exact 
knowledge of divine methods. Paul trusted 
God enough that he could joyfully leave the 
details in God's hands. 'Perhaps' in this 
context is not a word of uncertainty-it is 
humility-the first essential for the life 
of faith. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 

"J omb It May Concern" 
DAVID MANGUM 

Reader's Digest recenty printed a little 
squibble about an archaeologist who, upon 
entering an ancient Egyptian burial pit, 
found a note on the mummy with the 
words, "Tomb it may concern." The play 
on words is worth a good chuckle, and yet 
may provoke deeper thought. 

The tomb is something that concerns 
everyone. For the scripture says we will 
all die and face God in judgement. This is 
an appointment that we will all keep. The 
multi-billion dollar life insurance business 
in our world is a testimony to. the fact 
that men know that they will die. They are 
concerned about it. They want to do some
thing about it-and they can. 

The beautiful message from God is that 
we no longer have to live in fear and un
certainty regarding death. "The law was 
added so that the trespass might increase. 
But where sin increased, grace increased 
all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in 
death, so also grace might reign through 
righteousness to bring eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." "When the 
perishable has been clothed with the im
perishable, and the mortal with immor
tality, then the saying that is written will 
come true: 'Death has been swallowed up 
in victory. Where, 0 death, is your vic
tory? Where, 0 death, is your sting?' The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 
is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Al
ways give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain." 

Though a wise man may make prepara
tion for his death in this life to care and 
provide for his wife and family, a wise, 
spiritual man will prepare for himself 
after death as well. The only way to do 
that is to "walk in the light, as he is in the 
light" with everything that that phrase 
means. 

People are concerned about the tomb. 
God gives us the answer to share with 
"whom it may concern." 
600 S. Poplar, Wichita, KS 67211 
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Tips for Teacher~ 
LEONAHD MULLENS 

Our writing for this issue is from Bro 
Charles Sattenfield, of Modesto, Cali: 
fornia. In this article, Bro. Sattenfield 
stresses the importance early planning 
goal setting and advertising in the pr~ 

Promoting Church Programs 
Promotion pays! It really does. Every 

growing church knows it. That's why they 
promote. I believe the success or failure of 
many church programs can be traced back 
to promotion. 

Let me make the following suggestions 
that I think will help your church promote 
more efficiently. 
1. START EARLY 

Plan your church activities many years 
a~ead of time. Gospel meetings, Vacation 
Bible School, Goal Days and other special 
days should be promoted many months in 
advance. Last minute preparation fails. 

A good way to do this is to form a 
planning committee that can start early 
promotional activities. Start early. 
2. SET BIG GOALS 

Small goals are not challenging enough. 
Think big. Stretch your faith. Our God is 
a big God and he isn't impressed at all 
with our little thinking. 

Let me illustrate. I know of one congre
gation of 300 that set a special goal day 
of 400. Big deal! That doesn't take much 
faith, does it? Of course not. Set big goals. 
Dream. Believe. Go for "Records." 

motion of the work of the local church. 
We thank him for this contribution.
Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, Salado 
Texas 76571 ' 

CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

3. SPEND MONEY 
Advertisement pays-it also costs. Make 

no mistake about it. No deposit-no return. 
You get out of your advertisements what 
you put into it. Don't expect success unless 
you spend money. Promotion is an invest
ment, but it brings great .dividends. 
4. SATURATE YOUR COMMUNITY 

Use newspapers, television and radio ad
vertisements. Be ct·eative. Don't be afraid 
of the unusual. Use buttons balloons ban
ners, brochures, billboards, and ' even 
blimps if necessary. Saturate your town. 
Send out letters. Use the telephone. Door
knock. The early disciples went every
where with the good news of Jesus. So 
should we. 

I'd like to close by citing an old poem 
about advertising. "The Codfish lays 
10,000 eggs. The lonely hen lays one. But 
the Codfish. never cackles what she has 
done. And so we scorn the Codfish while 
the humble hen we prize, which simply 
goes to show you, it pays to advertise." 

Believe it. And do it! 
3201 Lisa Dr., Modesto, Calif. 95350 

Spare the Rod and Spoil the Child JACK EXUM 

This "chimney-corner'' scripture proba
bly comes from Proverbs 13:24 "He that 
spareth his rod hateth his son, but he that 
loveth him, chasteneth him betimes." 

Nineteen hundred and seventy nine was 
the IYC (International year of the child) 
or the supposed Magna Carta for all chil
dren. It was, at least by pretext, designed 
to emphasize the inherent rights of all 
children. Brutality is despicable and bru
tality to children is utterly despicable. Yet 
in this modern age we must begin to com
prehend a bit of old fashioned wisdom
true discipline is never brutal! 

Never punish a child! You punish a 
criminal. The heart of punishment is hurt 
pain, an eventual payment for wrong: 
"Rights" are disregarded or non-existent. 
The criminal is kicked about-dehuman
ized, and becomes little more than a num
ber. The felon pays for his wrongs, for 
punishment is designed to hurt-not re
habilitate. 

Always discipline a child! Discipline by 
design, always helps. It is to correct the 
wrong and encourage the right. Discipline 
helps-it never hurts (by design). There 
is some c:\\scomiort. in removing a thorn 
from the hand or foot, yet the purpose is 
for helping and healing. The act is a gift, 
even to a poor dog. 

Discipline is a gift that is offered. It is 
not a real gift (completed) unless it is re-

ceived. Correction is the result of discipline 
that is offered and accepted. The fool never 
learns. 

Discipline is never brutal for it employs 
teaching, correction and encouragement. It 
may be done with words, or illustrated by 
example or with some corporal means of 
encouragement. The Turks have an old 
saying, "Where the teacher hits, a rose 
blossoms." Hitting anyone with anything, 
ever, should be held as a last resort not a 
beginning effort. It is easy to strike 'anoth
er, too easy for some-but easy is not al
ways best. 

Since discipline is designed to teach 
(correct, rectify, help), then the use of 
corporal "punishment" must be a last re
sort. If one does not do the dishes well, let 
them "re-do" and "re-do" until they learn 
how to clear, wash, dry and put away. If 
one does not tie his shoes well, show him, 
teach him, let him practice till he is able to 
do the job. This simple low-profile discip
line can be applied across the spectrum of 
life. 

While my Mother and Father never 
hesitated to "use the switch," this choice 
was well down on their priorities. The ex
ception seemed to be the first 6 years when 
we were learning "how to obey." After 
those beginning years and lessons, my par
ents seem to grow up with us. Their exam
ple was powerful, and as we learned the 
meaning of love, they extended to us a 

The Third Road 
JOHN HUDSON TINER 

"You know," the lady said, "for years 
I thought I was on the third road." 

"Third road?" I asked my friend. It was 
a bright spring morning, with the sky a 
clear blue and visible through the patches 
of new green leaves overhead. It was a fine 
day for visiting with a friend after church 
service. 

She explained, "I had thought about it 
this way: I do ~n honest day's work, take 
care of my children, try to be a good 
wife, and lead a useful life. I am not a 
thief and I don't cheat or lie, and I try 
not to gossip. I just didn't see myself in the 
same category as those who trod the broad 
way." 

"And the narrow road?" I asked. 
"That was the problem," she said. "At 

that time I came to church fitfully, and 
Sunday was for reading a book or going 
on a picnic. I never visited the sick except 
when a close friend was in the hospital. Al
though I didn't consider myself on the 
broad road, I couldn't see myself on the 
straight and narrow either." 

She paused thoughtfully. "So I invented 
a third road. It was made just for me; a 
sort of half way route between the other 
two. It suited me just fine. I felt at ease 
on my road." 

I nodded. "There are many people who 
would like a road like that." 

"Yes," she assured me. "For something 
that does not exist, it is sure popular. Most 
of my f1·iends seem to travel by my third 
road. It became so crowded I considered 
charging a toll. I suspected the broad way 
was deserted and closed because of lack of 
traffic." 

"When did you change your mind?" I 
asked. 

My friends said, "Someone read the pas
sage in Matthew. I was shocked to hear 
about just two roads. I felt indignant that 
my road had been slighted." 

She tightened her grip on her Bible. 
"That set me to reading the Bible. And of 
course I realized my mistake. There are 
just two roads. One goes to .destruction; 
one to everlasting life. One is broad and 
easy; one is narrow. There are two roads, 
not three. Now I intend to remain on the 
right one." 
Box 38, House Springs, Mo. 63051 

more mature compassion and adult under
standing. 

Here are the simple rules they placed 
upon "discipline." 

Never discipline when you are angry. 
Your timing gets all mixed up and so do 
your facts. You say things that you really 
don't mean, but have to stand by because 
of the "authority-power" syndrome. 

Never discipline when it is used to em
barrass or break a good self image. Paul 
writes, "Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord" 
(Ephesians 6 :4). 

When discipline was due, we received it 
before going to bed. We never wondered 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
REPORT 

sick in t he hosp ital. He preached in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Montana, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Mississippi and some others now forgot
ten. 

He was born in Indian ten-itory near 
Ardmore, Oklahoma, moving with his fami-

ly to Macon, Tem1essee where J. D. Tant 
bap tized him into Christ in 1909. He 
star ted preaching at the age of thirty-nine 
a nd never let up. Brother F rank D. Young 
of Memphis a nd Keith Moses spoke at the 
funeral. 

The Sycamor e View congregation in 
Memphis, Tenn., has r eceived $113,752.80 
as of this date for earthquake r elief, and 
that amount h as been sent to the elders of 
the church in Prato, Italy-just outs ide 
F lorence, .to be distributed as they see the 
need. In addition to this, the Austin St r eet 
Church in Garland, Texas has sent in 
$20,736.47 that t hey r eceived from 
churches in t ha t a rea. This brings the total 
to $134,489.27. 

Bro. Howard Bybee, our minis ter of 
missionary recruiting, a former missionary 
to Italy for 17 years, was sent to Italy to 
survey the .situation and to meet with the 
elders of the church at Prato. 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Bro. Bybee has returned a nd r eported to 
us that so far a s he could fi nd out, no 
Christians lost their life in the ear thquake. 

J ESSE FURMAN DOGGETT 

On Januar y 18, 1981, Jesse F. Dogget t 
of Memphis, Tennessee died in the Mid
South Christian Nursing Home a t the age 
of 84. He was a gospel preacher for over 
forty years, having trained at Freed 
Hardeman College in the late 1930's. He 
and his wife, Winafred Brown Doggett, 
were married for forty-seven yea r s and 
had one son, Sanford, and two grandsons. 

He was deeply loved and r espected her e 
and was a friend to all. He was never 
ashamed of the gospel and would try to 
explain it to each one he met, even while 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$95.00 

Harding Lectures 

7.95 
1980 

Finn Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0 . Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send ______________ copies of Harding Lectures, 
1980 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name _______ , ___ _ 

Address _______ _ 

City ____________ State _________________ Zip ____ _ _ 
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June 14-19, 1981 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

571h Annual Hardin~ l 'nh ·crsil) 
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LEROY THOMPSON 

Leroy Thompson, fonnerly of Oklaho
ma, passed away in his 86th year in Lom
poc, CA on Nov. 23, 1980. Brother Thomp
son had served with Virgil Leech as 
associate minister in Lompoc for four 
years, and was one of our elders for the 
last twelve years. He began his Christian 
life when he was baptized on Aug. 5, 
1922, by W. L. Oliphant. Rue Porter of
ficiated at brother Thompson's marriage 
to Gladys Davidson on Aug. 5, 1922. In 
the 1920's and 1930's, bro. Thompson 
preached for several congregations in 
Oklahoma, including Drumwright, Bris
tow, Stillwater, Oilton, Cushing, Allen, 
Shawnee, and Edmond. He also preached 
in Parsons, KS. His California preaching 
career included Armona, Bakersfield, 
Tulare, Yuba City, Martinez, San Loren
zo, Fresno, Livingston and Lompoc. He 
helped establish the Bible Chair at Okla
homa A&M, now OSU. 

He is survived by his wife Gladys, son 
Glen and his family, all of whom remain 
faithful to the Lord here in Lompoc, and 
son Carl who lives in Sacramento, Califor
nia. This writer conducted funeral serv
ices on Friday, Nov. 28th. 

Floyd Lord, Lompoc, CA 93436 

THIRD EVANGELISM WORKSHOP 
SLATED FOR JUNE, 1981, IN 

PENSACOLA, FLA. 
The Warrington congregation in Pen

sacola, Fla., has accepted the oversight 
for the 1981 Southeastern Soul-Saving 
Workshop. It will be held on the campus 
of the University of West Florida in Pen
sacola, Fla., June 14-17, 1981. 

Scheduled are Rex Turner, John Wad
dey, T. Pierce Brown, Nick and Debbie 
Young, Joe Beam, E. R. Brannan, Boyd 

Sales Person Needed-Large pub
lisher in our fellowship has an open
ing for an account executive to 
deal with large church accounts. 
Excellent earning potential and 
benefits. For more information call 
512 255-4171 or toll-free TX 1-800-
252-9213 other is 1-800-53 1-5220 
or send resume to personnel direc
tor, Box 4055, Austin, T x. 78765. 

SPARE THE ROD AND 
SPOIL THE CHILD 

(Continued from page 9) 

"what tomorrow might bring," but the 
books were all balanced when the lights 
went out. 

Discipline always began with a "talk." 
Daddy believed in a "fair-trial before the 
hanging," and while the talking was gener
ally just a preface to what followed, it 
sometimes was enough. 

The wise man once said, "train up a child 
in the way he should go and when he is old 
he shall not depart from it." Training is 
little more than discipline, and discipline 
is Iitle more than "training on the job." 
After all, isn't that one of the prime func
tions of the home-a sheltered place to 
train? 

Punish-NEVER! 
Discipline-ALWAYS. 

Williams, G. P. Holt, Richard Rogers, Ray 
Walker, Jim Massey, Doug Parsons, John 
Hurt, Prentice Meador, and others. 

Infonnation can be obtained by con
tacting the workshop office at P.O. Box 
4171, Pensacola, Fla. 32507. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1981 in an expanding bac
calaureate nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of maternal-child or medical-surgical. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown Little Rock. For further information, contact Mrs. 
Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, AR 72143. 
Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplo(Yees 
0-J= 

cbaR.cbes a,: cbR.fst 
fnsaR.ance fJR.Oap 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

o MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

•IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . .. . . . . . . . • . . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . . . .. . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ...... $94.79 
. (Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . . .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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E. D. WIEB RECOGNIZED FOR 
YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL 

ADMINISTRATION 

E. D. Wieb, Principal and Dean of West
ern Christian College, was presented with 
a citation and a collection of essays at t he 
Western Christian College Appreciation 
Supper heli:l in Weyburn in late 1980. The 
Board of Directors of Western Christian 
College hosted the staff of t he school to a 
meal at which Dean Wieb was specia lly 
r ecognized for his 23 years as school ad
ministrator. 

A citation was read which r ecognized 
both Mr. and Mrs. Wieb for their years of 
service to Western Christian College. 

During the 23 year s of service to the 
college Wieb has served in several capaci
ties : Board Member, president, teacher, 
fund-raiser, editor, counselor, principal 
and dean of the college. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic-As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF 

PREACHING STUDENTS 

CONDUcr FALL CAMPAIGN 

The week of November 3 through 7 was 
"Fall Campaign Week" for the E ast Ten
nessee School of Preaching. Two groups 

of twelve students with a faculty co-or
dinator went into the mission field on 
evangelistic campaigns. 

George Goldman, Dea n of the Knoxville 
based school, led one group to Salem, Vir
ginia a nd Charles Huff, Evangelism Di
rector for the Karns Chu1·ch of Christ, 
led another group to Baxley, Georgia. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Ava ilable 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
• 6409 Preston Road 

Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY.2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Li fe, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$lo.oo 
0 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears- $2a.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 

D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/ State/ Zip 

Signature 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sundlly through W«Jn••dlly ConfJr~•llontl : 

: 
156SINGING EMPHASIS \NOAKSHOPS" : 

: ( 560 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast. ) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically , Aesthetically and Spiritually • 
• • 
: 544 urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
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A YEAR OF GROWTH IN 
MADRAS INDIA 

God has given us much joy in 1980. We 
are ever grateful for you faithful Ameri
can and Canadian supporters of the work 
here, and for you Brethren who come so far 
to work with us in India. Thus far, all of 
our programs have resulted in 648 bap
tisms and December's reports may push 
the total over 700. 

munication methods and denominational 
doctrinal errors. 

Bro. Jack Church, working with Telugu 
churches in Krishna District, Andhra 
Pradesh, reported 170 baptisms in his 
(Two months, plus) labors to develop and 
evangelize. We taught 7 one-week Preach
er Training Sessions for 30 Brethren there 
and will continue this year, Lord willing. 

3900 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, 
Texas, 76116, or Bro. Reaburn Raymer, 
elder, Box, - 4-1735, Anchorage, Alaska, 
99509.-Jim and Eva Johnson, 35 Lock St., 
Kottur Madras, Tamil, Nadu, India 6000-
85. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Our School for Evangelism and the de
velopment of Young Christians here has 
had a good year with 6 Tamil and 6 Telu
gu, four-week programs. Bro.'s A. Baskar 
and G. Devadanam had a combined enroll
ment of 302 out of which 55 obeyed the 
gospel. 

Our son, Bro. Dennis Johnson with the 
Madras team of 12 preachers led 76 souls 
to Christ in 3 week-long meetings in the 
South, at Dindigal, Madurai and Trichy. 

When you send In a list of now aubscrlp· 
tlons to the ll'lrm ll'o1Uldatlon, please be 
sure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

We had ten public meetings and asso
ciated programs in this city of four million, 
with Bro. Jack Church, Gerald and Byron 
Nichols, Jerry Taylor, Leland Marshall 
Matlock, Harvey Starling, Perry Cotham, 
Charles Scott and J. C. Bailey. 

We are working with about 50 churches, 
half in Andhra Pradesh and half in Tamil 
N adu. Among the 12 "older" preachers 
supported through Madras, we are most 
pleased to note a 40 % increase in attend
ance and 41% increase in contribution over 
last year. We do not have comparative sta
tistics for all. The work has grown in spite 
of 20% inflation and 9% fewer rupees per 
dollar than in 1979. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting .Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 Three Brethren, Bro. G. Devadanam 

(Telugu), Bro. M. Devasagayam and Bro. 
Peter Solomon (Tamil) taught in 6 Telugu 
and 4 Tamil Mobile Preacher Training 
Schools, sponsored ~Y the Hollister, Mis
souri church. Bro. Leland Marshall Mat
lock, Director, spent llh months in India, 
holding programs in which several hundred 
obeyed the gospel. These schools are 15 day 
programs teaching basic doctrines, com-

Brethren, we need sponsors for our Bible 
Correspondence Course Teachers, and 
General Work Fund for printing, Bibles 
and staff. Nine preachers are especially 
worthy of support, 6 being Bible school 
graduates and 3 converted denominational 
preachers. 

Paul & Associates 

You who desire to share in this labor of 
love should write to Bro. Willard B. Welch, 
elder, "Ridgley West" Church of Christ, 

2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

(214) 561-5990 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Summer Schedule 1981 

First Session - May 25- June 12 
508 The Minor Prophets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hrs. 
540 Systematic Christian Doctrine .................................... 3 hrs. 
591 Christian Education ............................................ 3 hrs. 
599 lntroductio~ to Graduate Study .................................. 3 hrs. 

Second Session - June 15 - July 3 
5208 An Advanced Introduction to the New Testament .................. 3 hrs. 
578A Group Counseling ............................................. 3 hrs. 
599 lnttoduction to Graduate Study .................................. 3 hrs. 
720A Seminar in Ministry (June 22-26) ................................ 3 hrs. 

Third Session - July 6-24 
532 Readings in Greek New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hrs. 
5448 History of Christian Thought . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hrs. 
584 Preaching from the Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hrs. 

Fourth Session - July 27 -August 14 
522 Religious Teachings of the New Testament .......... :. . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hrs. 
532x New Testament Exegesis ....................................... 3 hrs. 
582 World Evangelism ............................................ 3 hrs. 

Time To Be Arranged 
570 Guided Research in the Ministerial Field ......................... 3 hrs. 
571ABC Religious Field Work .......................................... 1 hr. ea. 
5 79C Internship · · · · · · .............................................. 3 hrs. 
589x Practicum in Communications ................................... 3 hrs. 
595 Practicum in Ministry ........................................... 3 hrs. 
598 Guided Research in Church Growth ............................. 3 hrs. 
600 Thesis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 hrs. 
730 Internship in Ministry .......................................... 3 hrs. 
740 D. Min. Thesis ............................................ · · · 6 hrs. 

Lewis 
Brown 
Lynn 
A. Lewis 

Lewis 
Johnson 
A. Lewis 
Lynn 

Osburn 
Brown 
Slate 

Oster 
Osburn 
Slate 

Staff 
Staff 
Johnson 
Slate 
Lynn 
Lynn 
Staff 
Staff 
Staff 

For more information, contact Dr. Harold Hazelip. Dean. or Dr. Bill Flatt. Registrar, 1000 Cherry Road. Memphis, Tennessee 38117. 
901/761-1353. 
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DOCTOR WANTED 

While on a recent vis it to Ivory Coast, 
West Africa, Bob Prater, who is spon
sored by West Spa rta congregation, and 
who works in t he a rea of Dabou, told me 
that t he doctor in charge of t he Methodist 
Hospital in Dabou is leaving to take 
another work in U pper Volta. They do not 
have a replacement, but if some brother 
can be found to accept t his challenge he 
would be given f reedom to serve the physi
cal and spiritual needs. This appear s to 
be as if someone were g iving us a hos
pital. Is there some brother that will meet 
this call? It would be a great asset to t he 
Lord's Church.- Ca rl B. Robinson, Cr ieve 
Hall Church of Christ, 4806 Trousdale 
Drive, Nashville, T N 37220 

Bennett W. Land, 2020 N. Glenwood 
Drive, S tillwater, Oklahoma 74074, Dec. 
30, 1980: 1980 produced some " mountain
top" experiences f0r t his servant . Privi
leged to preach the lOOlh anniver sary 
meeting at Center (Ark.) (Sharp County) 
church in J uly. Established in 1880 by the 
late E. N. George, Center is one of th<' 
oldest, continuous churches in nor th Ar
kansas (2 adult bapt isms) . Privileged to 
preach at Flatwoods (near Center , es
tablished around 1882) , where t he H ulett 
brothers lead t he f lock and hold f irm to 
the Old Paths. Privileged to preach at 
Palest ine (Ark.) (St . F rancis County) 
(home of my late mother ) ; Carlos Pitts 
shows us how to do it in his 12th year 
there. 

Liberty 
Trail 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose t housands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because t hey 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to he'lp you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Consn-ess. $2.95 

- - - ---- - Oltp and mall today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Minis ters and Religious Workers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and ha n
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name ----------------------- ----- --- ------- ------- ---------
Address 
City ________________________ State __________________ Zip ______ _ 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

June 22-25 
Make this year's vacation both family-centered and God-centered! An 
inspirational lecture series with an outstanding selection of speakers, meaningful 
classes and activities for all ages, guided tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia area, recreation, and Christian fellowship are the features of the Sixth 
Annual Valley Forge Encampment to be held on the beautiful campus of 
Northeastern Christian Junior College located only minutes away from both 
Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 
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SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
J.M. Powell 

Phillip Morrison 
J. Harold Thomas 

W.A. "Dub" Harrison 
Larry Roberts 
Elza Huffard 
Bill Dorriety 

Charles Chandler 
W.E. Albright 

Greg Anderson 
Jerry Hill 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 

Theme: "Jesus, the 
Great I Am" 

Write for Information! 

·----------------------------------, Please send a brochure with full 
details about the Valley Forge 
Encampment. 

Name ---------------------

Address ------------------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

Return t o: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 
590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265· 1585 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld CL 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin!{ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For ~ransportat~on
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship w1th us--EnJOY a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NCHORAGB CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY ARBA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUD Road 

Plea•aato1l, CallforDia 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma:'!• 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawa1i 
96746. 
NO;;,;R~T-::H,-::W::-::E:::-:S::T::-:::C"-;H;-;:U;;;Rn:C;:;;H;;-;;:O-;;F;-;:;C:w;HriiRi'i'IV.ST'i',........,1i:i55;;;;5;;:5--;-;15:;i;th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle !'rea drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We w1ll contact 
them. 
SERM;::;O~N-;:;S;--;:F;;;;R:-.O;::;M......--..Sw.U;;N;;;S:;;;E:;rTn-:o::n:-n9:no-"m=::in::u:.te::-::.:cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER:TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Wr1te for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R""'EL="'I=-=G::::I=-=o"="u:-::S::--::B::-::0::-:0=:-:K=s-.BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on lh inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 276 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93639. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director) 
BRBWE~:MAINE-24::.::1.:.:Ce:;,..!-n...,.te-r--=s:':'"t.-, -=v==.-=F=-=. W:;;-. "H;;a....,ll. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4388. Visitars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE. IND •• 2205 E. MorgaD Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East Oppcudte K-"&lnrt. Office 4'2''2'· 
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, MID. 4'76-4056. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA Valley Ohureh of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76589-512-982-3838. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Rangerville Church of 
Christ, C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 67, San 
Benito, Texas. Telephone (612) 423-0962 after 6:00 
p.m. 
FOR SALE pine padded pews of the following di
mensions: 16 pews 11"; 6 pews 6'9": and 2 pews 8'. 
Write church of Christ. P.O. Box 160, Gustine, 
Texas 76466 or call AC 916 #667-4821. 

YUltiA, ARIZ .. 651 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-589-
7725 (day) or 612-689-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78066. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home and utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willing to work with congregation 
without elders. If interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Church of Christ, Box 66, Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 803-523-4484 
or Less Gentezler 523-4684 or W. R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
Campus Minister Needed. The Elders of the Monti
cello Church of Christ is in need. of a Campus 
Minister to work full time on the campus of the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello. Prefer mar
ried man with Masters Degree. Send resume to: 
Louis A. McGuire, Box 486, Monticello, Arkansas 
71655. 
MINISTER - Residence provided - Salary open. 
Northside Church of Christ, Riverside, California. 
Contact: RobertS. Rash, 2962 Brockton Ave., River
side, CA 92501, (714) 686-2019. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
Rex-Rotary electronic stencil maker for sale. 
Groves Church of Christ, Groves, Texas. (713) 962-
8582 Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
For Snie: A.B. Dick III Platemaker, good condition. 
$595.00. Including approximately $100.00 worth of 
supplies. Call 214-832-4476 after 6:00. 
CHURCH BUSES-All types and price ranges. Fort 
Worth, Texas. Phone 817-298-9456. 
Wanted: Full and or part-time preacher to help 
build n new work in the Brandon Vermont area. 
Three to five families now meeting in rented hall. 
Approx. 30,000 people in surrounding area. Only 
partial support available. Write (send resume) "to 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 32, Brandon. Vermont 
05733, or call Paul Richardson, 802-459-2019. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success converting 
souls. Training conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist. Church of Christ,. 844 
N. W. Wintercrest. Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985 or 817-295-2233. 
Wanted-Manager for Christian book store located in 
highly aggressive brotherhood area-Houston, TX. 
Must be able to organize, manage and promote. 
Furnish resume and salary requirement to Neil S. 
Bryan, P.O. Box 678, Nashville, TN 372_02,... . ....,...-""'=""' 
Preacher wanted for sma11 congregation of about 70 
members, no elders. Position available immediatly 
for right man. Send resume to: C. A. 'Lee' Thornton, 
402 N. Henry St., Cuero, Texas 77954, or call AC 
512-27 5-64 68. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thou"htful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCO'M' VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 6417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312, 
SAVE ON CHURCH PROPERTY I~N~s=u=R,...A~N~C~E 
through new protlerty insurance program for Texas 
congregations. 25% Dividend. For more information 
contact Ben F. See, 1734 S. Clack, Suite F, Abilene, 
Texas 79605. (915) 692-5085. Agents welcome. 
WANTED. Soul-winning video tape recordings that 
present the GOOD NEWS by interesting, tactful 
ways CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY, Box 2087, 
Santa Clara. CA 96051. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

Jf you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an t>thlcal. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Ruily. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is Independently owned and operated.:. 
Wanted full time preacher for eongrep:atlon of 50. 
Own on building plus 3 bPdroom 2 bath residenre. 
Snlarv n<?gotiahle. Church of Christ, Lansing, Ill. 
Call Russ Stinnett (312) 474-2921 or Floyd Morgan 
(312) 758-2242. 

FOR SALE 
1974 Chevrolet bluebird-54 passenger church bus. 
19,000 miles (actual), AM-FM 8 track stereo, P.A. 
System, Dual gas tanks (95 gallon capacity), 2-speed 
rear end. Excellent condition inside and out. $18,000 
firm. Skiilman A venue Church of Christ. 1-214-823· 
2179. 

Need Preacher for congregation of about 45 in 
attendance in Macminnville, OR., P .0. Box 84, 
Macminnville, OR. 97128. Phone 603-836-4061 or 
503-472-3090. 

Church of Christ at Carlsbad, Texas 76934 needs a 
semi-retired minister. If interested call 915-465-4291 
or 466-4687, or write to the above. Box 247. 

LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for Jist 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Te.xas 79601. 

PREACHER IMMEDIATELY A V AILABLE-!-Ex
perience includes large and small congregations, 
with and without elders, mission and self-support
ing, Northeast, Midwest, and Southwest USA. Write 
or call Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley Drive, 
(214) 284-2952. 

WANTED: Fellow Christians to join other Christians 
from Florida to California in an exciting business 
opportunity. You can serve others and make money 
by helping others lose weight, and buy and save on 
food, cosmetics, aloe vera, vitamins, and herbs for 
culinary and medicinal purposes. No inventory re
quired. Best multi-level marketing plan. For in
formation write or call Brother Tom Bankhead, 
Pro-Vitu Distributor (714) 745-6958, 1836 Sunny
slope Terrace, Escondido, Calif. 92027. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE-Experienced, mature, 
sound in faith, ready and wiiiing to serve. Call Will 
Moyers, 817-599-6216. Will Moyers, SSR Box 46A, 
Weatherford, TX 76086. 

MINISTER WISHES TO RELOCATE-Graduate of 
Harding College with B.A. in Bible-39 years of 
age, married, father of 3 children-19 years experi
ence. Sound in the faith. 318-375-2682. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Fouadatlon 
trlea to aereeJa advertiRID~. and will aof 
kDowln,;-17 take qneatlonable adverti•IDJt, 
But It Is the render's reapoaslblllt7 to Ill· 
vestl~nte. Like aD}" other paper, we •ome
tlme• uuwtttlngl7 1'11D DD uaworth7 ad. 
As the old aa}"IDg ~oe•, before 700 lave•t. 
luveRtl~nttel 

Randy McKean, Shandon Church of 
Christ, 2925 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 
29205. January 6, 1981: As we closed out 
the year 1980 we found that there were 
102 baptisms here at the Shandon con
gregation! We were all very excited about 
it and it has given us great faith for what 
we can accomplish fo:w: the Lord here in 
the Carolinas in 1981. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
•es n(u accepted. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-YOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 
W ritten by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of comme ntaries a consistency, perception, 
de pth a nd accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AN D Q UALITY ARE SELLI NG EVERY
WHERE FOR $ 11 .95 and more! FIRM FO UNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

S102.95 ~~~ 
Add $ 1.00 for delivery ond hondling on oil orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 10"/0 • Texos residents add 5"/o sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ... CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR- --

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of t his era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries t he insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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Vol. 98, No. 8 

CHURCH LEADERS IN AFRICA met for three days in Morija, Lesotho, to 
discuss tho futuro of the Lord's cause in Botswana, Lesotho, South Africa 
and Swatiland. 36 men wore in attendance. They represented missionaries, 
native preachers and a number of men who came to hear about tho needs 
in their countries and to find out how they could help. Tho mooting was the 
f irst of its kind in Africa and was so successful that an annual affair of like 
nature is planned for the futuro. 

Austin, Texas, Febru~ry 24, 1981 
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Hard To Swallow 

We do not ordinarily try to run a long series of ar
ticles in consecutive issues of the Firm Foundation. For 
years we have run short series on subjects too lengthy to 
deal with in a single article on page seven of the paper. 
This time we are beginning a series of ten articles on 
church growth by Gerald Paden. Brother Paden has pos
sibly done more research in the field of church growth 
than any other. This series will be hard to swallow. Our 
brotherhood has too many leaders in it that think you 
can back-slap and compliment the church into growth. 
The power of positive thinking is good, but, funny as it 
may seem, it does not grow the church. 

Only a hard look at the scriptures, and a hard look at 
how we are not following them will grow the church. 
This, Paden does in this article. These ten articles ought 
to be required reading for every member of the church. 

We have often contended, and do so here again, that 
the greatest problem we have is church leadership. We 
may not have the research to back it up, but we believe 
that not half of the preachers read any religious paper, 
except, maybe, a scandal sheet. Not ten percent of the 
elders and deacons subscribe to a paper. No more than 3 
percent of the members, outside of the above categories, 
subscribe to a religious -paper. They have not been en
couraged to do so by leadership. If someone wants to 
prove us wrong, we would be happy to be so proven. 

If the members of your congregation didn't receive an 
ounce of benefit from the Firm Foundatio~ for a whole 
year, outside of Gerald Paden's ten articles which begin 
this week it would be worth any church effort's to see 
that every family got that much. These areticles should 
be preserved. They should be studied carefully by every 
elder, deacon or preacher. If we don't take a hard look 
at where we are going it will be in oblivion before· we 
knowit. -

We are not doing the things that grow churches. In 
the name of greater efficiency we have about eliminated 
mass personal involvement. We depend upon a "staff" 
instead of individual action. And we are driving the 
church to spiritual illiteracy through dependence upon 
40 minutes weekly in Bible class and 25 minutes weekly 
in sermons. Unless something on a mass scale is done to 
correct the trend we are headed for serious trouble. At 
least a gospel paper coming into the home of every 
church member every week would help. 

Every week in the Firm Foundation you find material 
and information that you can't find anywhere else in 
print. It is subject to error as any human document will 
be, but we believe it is as truth centered as any publica-
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tion on earth. Getting church leadership interested in 
helping its circulation is an almost impossible task. ~1-
most total indifference on the part of church leadership 
is a problem that must be solved, if the church is to 
grow. E'llery family in e'IJery congregation should be re
ceiving the Firm Foundation. 

But back to Paden's series of articles. Many of them 
will be accompanied by charts and graphs that show 
clearly what we are doing and where we are going. To 
be fore-warned is to be fore-armed. Yes, this series will 
be hard to swallow, but we need the medicine. We urge 
every reader to save this series of articles and share 
them with church leadership that doesn't subscribe to 
the paper. 

It would be good if every congregation instituted a 
serious self-study. What are the weak spots? What are 
the strengths? Where do corrections need to be made? 
Where does new effort need to be instituted? Are the 
Elders doing their work? Are the deacons doing their 
work? Is the preacher doing his work? Are the mem
bers doing each his own work? And does each group 
know what its work is? 

When the physical body isn't functioning as we think 
it ought, we go to the doctor for a check-up. Our vital 
signs are evaluated, our disease symptoms are duly 
noted, and every check possible is made to find out what 
ails us. The church is a body, and if it isn't functioning 
arigh:t, there is a need for a check-up. We may find it 
hard to swallow the doctor's prescription, after the 
diagnosis, but if the congregation_ is to be healthy it 
must take the medicine. 

Paden doesn't present a pretty picture. We hope he is 
wrong, but he probably isn't. His findings do not indi
cate that our future is hopeless; they indicate that we 
are going to have to re-direct our efforts or it will be 
hopeless. 

We are prone to pick out the mountain peaks of suc
cess among a very, very few congregations and decide 
from these examples that the church is doing fine. We 
want to forget the many, many communities in which 
the church has died, or in which it is in the process of 
dying. We don't want to be like the man who fell from 
the fifteenth floor, and as he passed a window on the 
tenth level, yelled to a horrified spectator, "Everything 
is just fine-yet!" 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemn1ons. Editor 

Volume 98 (USPS 191-129) Number 8 

Publlahed weekly except tho 1aat Tuesday In December by tho Firm Founda
Uon Publlshlng House, 8110 Guadalupe Street. Awstfn, Tezu. Second Clau 
Postaee paid at Awstfn, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Offlee Box 610, Aaatin, Tesu 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Slnslo aubacriptlon, •10.00 per year. Club rate, .9.00 per year In clubs of five 
or more Congreptional rate, $6.00 per family per year. Foreign subscription. .11. ~date on your addreaa label showa the timo to wblch your aubecriptlon 
Ia paid. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles of ten or more copies aent to ono adreaa: sixteen cents per copy. 
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LESLIE LEONARD 

"In the beginning was the word" (the Greek logos, the spoken 
word) "and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God" (John 1:1, 2). 

God created all things that exist by merely speaking them into 
existence. He created man. Man that the Greeks called "the 
thinking animal." 

But to think man must use words for he cannot think with
out words. Words are incredibly powerful when God uses 
them, but words ·are also powerful when man uses them. More 
powerful than he realizes. Words are man's slave to do his 
bidding, but too often they are his master ruling him. 

Since God spoke this universe into existence millions of billions 
of words have been spoken. 

Soft words, hard words, cold words, bad words, mean words, 
cruel words, spiteful words, malicious words, good words, warm 
words, loving words, and compassionate wo:~:ds. 

Words that bring joy and words that bring sorrow. 
Words that sing and skip and dance and frolic like a puppy. 
Happy words that bubble with laughter. 
Words like giggling girls tinged with excitement to hide 

timidity. Words like mischievous boys with big secrets-a frog in· 
a pocket. There are young words, old wise words with a twinkle 
in the eye. Words as soft as a baby's feet, and as warm and cud
dly as a baby's coo. 

Words as powerful as the grasp of a baby's finger that tugs 
at the heart, and words as demanding as a baby's scream. 

There are soothing words li)te a mother's comfort and words 
as stern as a father's command. 

There are words that hold spellbound, hypnotize, and moti
vate to deeds of valor. Words that send a rebellious mob into the 
street to sack and destroy. 

There are words that destroy friendships, crush homes, and 
tear churches apart. 

There are words like icy steel that will not bend, as hard as a 
piece of granite. 

Words that cut like a sharp sword spilling one's guts out on 
the ground. 

Words like a sledgehammer alongside the head driving one to 
his knees stunned. 

Then there are words that probe the darkness like a candle 
giving guidance. 

Words that are food for the hungry, or like a drink of cold 
water to the thirsty. 

Words that give the sec~rity of a child holding a father's hand, 
and words that send doubt and fear to twist the ·heart of the 
strong. Words are reflections of all a man is and can be. 

Small mirrors of the soul revealing the darkness and light that 
is in every one of us. 

They paint pictures of what we should be, and sometimes they 
slip out to whisper what we really are. 

God saw fit to put man at the mercy of his word. But he also 
made man responsible for his own words. 

Man's redemption, his eternal destiny depends upon words. 
First in God's power to keep his own word, but also in man's 
ability to control his words. 

"But I say unto you, that every idle word that man shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by 
thy words thou shall be justified, and by thy words thou shall 
be condemned" (Matt. 22:86, 87). 

Yes, in the beginning was the word. "And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, (And we beheld his glory, the glory 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" 
(John 1:14). The word that became flesh showed man the in
finite wonder of God's love, mercy, kindness, forebearance, good
ness, and truth, ••• he showed all the things we should be .•• 
all the things we could be. All the things we will be, i/ we pat
tern ourselves after the perfect example, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the living word. 

A perfect example, a living revelation, available through the 
inspired word. 

God chose to use words to create. He also chose to use words to 
bring many sons to glory. So we must give heed to his word. 

We must love it, hunger for it, search it, devour it. 
Make it the light of our lives. The lamp to guide us in the way. 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path" . 
(Ps.119:105). 

Let us realize how powerful words are. 
Words we speak, or write, can either wound or heal. 
The words we use reveal our innermost thoughts. 
The world sees us by the words we speak. 
We cannot hide. We may attempt to confuse, and deceive, but 

the truth will come out. We are what we say and we cannot 
escape it. If we are a child of God. A son of the most high. 

An heir, a fellow-heir with the Word itself. 
We must not despise our birthright and shame our family in 

heaven and here on the earth by unwisely using words. 
As children of God we are light bearers. A city set on a hill. 
We are a candle in a dark, lost world. 
The only light many will ever see. 
The only opportunity many will have to see the spoken word. 
The .divine revelation of God, the Son. 
The only opportunity for many to see God manifest in the 

flesh. For as Jesus revealed the Father (To have seen him was to 
see the Father), so we also are to pattern ourselves after the 
Son to reveal the·Father. · 

Many will not have an opportunity to read the inspired word. 
Some who read it will not understand it. But by seeing the word 
lived by use they will see what they cannot read. 

1505 NW 8rd, Abilene, KS 67410 
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The Cost ·of Freedom 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

A young girl who was preparing to go on a tour of a coal mine 
felt a great deal of irritation as she listened to a tour g11ide who 
was instructing her group on what they should wear into the 
mine. When he had finished, she rep~ied to him that nothing 
could keep her from wearing a white dress into the coal mime. 
To this remark, the guide responded: "It may be that nothing 
can keep you from wearing a white dress into the coal mine, but 
there is a. great deal to. keep you from wearing one out." 

The fact that the young girl wanted freedom to do as she 
pleased is not surprising. The desire for freedom is one of man's 
most cherished desires; in fact, it is so fundamental that without 
it, man would be a robot instead of a human being. 

Nevertheless, there are many mistaken ideas held about free
dom. The young lady who wanted to wear a white dress into a 
coal mine illustrates one of those fallacies-the belief that man 
can do as he pleases and yet be free of the consequences. Of the 
thousands of activities available to man, there are none without 
consequences. Galatians 6:7 teaches: "Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap." Quite often, however, sinful acts bring 
in a far bigger harvest of harmful consequences than was ac
tually planted. Evil acts bring. in thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
fold just as does the good seed. The prophets warned Israel, 
"You have sown the wind; you shall reap the whirlwind.'' 

One of the least expected consequences for many is the dis
covery that the unlawful act brings little satisfaction. The 
prodigal son was one of those who insisted on the freedom to do 
as he pleased without any interference from external authority. 
The outcome of flight from authority is a familiar one; an out
come which is well illustrated by a comment made about the 
prodigal son that: "The prodigal son did as he pleased until he 
was no longer pleased with what he did." Sooner or later, the 
lawbreaker finds that the law was really for his good, and that 
the way of life he has chosen eventually makes far greater de
mands on him than did the authority he has rejected. 

There are other drawbacks to the plea that one should be able 
to do as he pleases. In dealing recently with some people who 
thought they should be allowed to do as they pleased, it occurred 
to me that the guide could also have said to the young lady: "To 
wear a white dress into the mine, you must first have a white 
dress." Although she was wearing one at the time, the question 
was-who paid for it? This is not to say that money bestows 
rights, but that all people are indebted to others in some ways for 
their rights and to God in everyway. We would have no rights at 
all if others had not worked before us and if others were not even 
now providing protection and the material goods which we like 
to call our own. 

The point that is often forgotten is that the many blessings we 
have received place us under heavy obligation. This is a lesson 
Christians should understand best, of all people, but it is a truth 
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which has also been widely recognized by thoughtful people of 
other cultures. Mahatma Gandhi, for example, in reply to a 
United Nations commission working in human rights, wrote: "I 
learnt from my illiterate b~t wise mother that all rights to be 
deserved and preserved come from duty well done. Thus the very 
right to live accrues to us only when we do the duty of citizenship 
of the world." · 

Whenever we feel the urge to do as we please, it is time to 
reflect on questions such as: "Who has made it possible for me to 
have freedom?" and "Can I assert my freedom without harming 
many others?" 

Finally, we should notice the fallacy involved in trying to claim 
absolute freedom. Paul asks in Romans 6:16 "Do you not know 
that when you p~esent yourselves to someone as slaves for obedi
ence, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin 
resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness." 
The idea that by rejecting authority one is free is one of man's 
great illusions. Man merely exchanges masters when he chooses 
to disobey God. No slave master is more demanding than our own 
desires which are indulged long enough to turn into habits. How
ever, it does not take long for one forbidden act to tum into a 
habit. In fact, while there are many who have never com
mitted adultery, told lies, or gotten drunk, there are probably 
very few who have committed such sins only once. The fact that 
such practices become a heavy burden when fully developed does 
not make them easier to break. What has been said of the al
coholic is true of all who form such habits and that is: "that 
when he could quit, he would not and when he would, he could 
not." This is reminiscent of the warning in Zechariah 7:18 "And 
it came about that just as he called and they would not listen, so 
they called and I would not listen, says the Lord of hosts." 

We have learned, however, that sinful habits can be broken; 
that the slavery to sin need not be fatal. Just as man follows his 
desires into sinful practices, both his desires and his practices 
can be retrained to the point that he finds a freedom within 
the law. Just as by doing the will of the world trained man to 
desire worldliness even more, Godly activities can train him 
to desire God's will. He comes to find the law of God written on 
his heart. He discovers that the yoke is easy and the burden light. 

The free person is the one who delights in doing the will of 
God. There is no law against his desires. Paul, in I Timothy 1:9 
writes that the law was made for the lawless, and it is the law
less who will continually be asserting their rights to freedom, for 
the simple fact that they do not have it. 

On the other hand, the truly free individual will be the one 
who like the thoughtful hearer in James 1 looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues therein. 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 
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The Challenge of 20th-Century Preaching 
HAROLD THOMAS 

Shortly after being baptized into Christ 
at the age of 10, I decided that I wanted to 
devote my life to preaching the gospel. I 
discussetl my plans with the man who was 
then serving as the minister of my home
town congregation and was amazed to hear 
him say, "Harold, if you can be anything 
other than a preacher or if you can do any
thing other than preach, then don't become 
a preacher!" I never forgot those words 
or the look on his face as he spoke. The 
years have swept by and I am endeavoring 
to fulfill my boyhood aspirations. But I 
have come to realize what my hometown 
minister meant when he made the above 
mentioned remark. 

Preaching is the greatest work a man 
can be involved in as far as I am con
cerned. I love it and I revel in it, even 
though I must confess there have been 
times when I have been tempted to con
tribute to the evergrowing ranks of the 
"pulpit dropouts." Few gospel preachers 
have not on occasion experienced situa
tions that all but drove them from the min
istry in complete despair. The scars and 
wounds from those situations are often 
deep and painful and their memory often 
awakens an· ache within our hearts which 
makes us altogether uncomfortable. But 
while there have been unpleasant moments 
and some very real heartaches, there have 
also been some times when I have felt the 
exhilaration Elijah must have felt when 
he was locked in combat with the false 
prophets of Baal and proved beyond all 
doubt that "the Lord, he is God" (1 Kings 
18:89). Preaching the gospel is both a 
privilege and an honor. But there can be 
no doubt that it is an immense challenge. 

The Challenge To Preach The Word 
Paul told young Timothy to "Preach 

the word; be instant in season, out of sea
son; reprove, rebuke with all longsuffer
ing and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
and they shall tum away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 
(2 Tim. 4:2-4) 

There has never been a time in the his
tory of the world or in the history of the 
Lord's church when men have been more 
prone to reject the truth and embrace a 
lie. The demand, by those who have itching 
ears, for gospel preachers to "bend a 
little" in regard to various issues or to 
"soften our presentation of the word just 
a bit" grows more pronounced with each 
passing day. Many pulpits have complete
ly given in to those demands and have 
ceased preaching the word. As a result, the 
restoration movement has all but stopped. 
The church of the Lord, which was once 
the fastest growing religious body in the 
U.S. appears to be struggling to hold· its 
own and serious issues have emerged that 
threaten to divide us still further. 

The only remedy for the problems which 
are presently confronting us and which 
appear so threatening is to take Paul's 
charge to Timothy seriously and begin at 

once to "PREACH THE WORD." If we 
have not realized it yet, it is certainly time 
we did so;. the truth will make us free 
(John 8:82) and the truth will attract the 
lost in a way that denominational gim
micks and intellectual theology will not. 
To be sure, the truth, which is the Gospel, 
is God's power unto salvation-God's ·only 
power! (Rom. 1:16) Let those of us who 
preach determine that we will, with God's 
help, preach the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth even if it hair-lips 
everyone on Bear-Creek! 

The Challenge To Preach The 
Truth In Love 

Brother 1\:larshall Keeble in commenting 
on the phrase "in season, out of season" 
which is contained in Paul's charge to 
Timothy already alluded to; once said that 
this phrase simply means, "We must 
preach the word when dey wants to hear it 
and when dey don't wants to hear it!" 
Preaching the word is difficult at best. 
When that preaching involves reproving it 
becomes even more difficult. When it in
volves rebuking, the problem is com
pounded and when it involves exhorting 
those who resist such exhortation the 
strain intensifies. When Jesus said, "Love 
your enemies'' (Matt. 6:44) he included 
those who would become your enemy be
cause you tell them the truth! Paul found 
it difficult to believe that some would be
come his enemies when he told them the 
truth (Gal. 4:16) and when I began preach
ing I had no idea how some who count 
themselves Christians would react to the 
truth when I preached it. It's easy to love 
those who love you. It's easy to work with 
those who praise you and are constantly 
bestowing gifts on you. ·But the challenge 
of preaching the truth in love comes into 
focus when brethren refuse to speak to 
you or to shake your hand after you have 
brought a lesson which deals with their 
sin or has in some way touched upon their 
"sacred cow.'' The temptation to look down 
your nose at brethren who treat you hate
fully and who scheme to get you fired and 
moved out of town is great. We must never 
forget that as servants of the ·Most High 
we are to preach the word in love and 
with patience or longsuffering. Most of 
those who will lash out at the preacher in 
a hateful or unkind way are more angry at 
themselves than they are with you because 
they realize, whether they will admit it or 
not, that what you have said is truth. Let 
us never be guilty of preaching the truth 
out' of any motive other than that of 
genuine love for the truth and for those 
who need it. 
The Challenge To Preach With Conviction 

Not long ago I picked up a copy of my 
local newspaper and glanced at the re
ligious section. I .discovered an article 
dealing with a survey that was made con
cerning the opinions held by ministers in 
regard to the subject matter they 
preached. The title of the article was, 
"Doubt Plays Part In New-Time Re
ligion.'' The article revealed that only 

40% of the ministers in one denomination 
polled and 61% of the ~iniste:s in an~th~r 
denomination polled beheved m the V1rgm 
birth of Christ. The question was then 
asked, "Why do you preach on such 
things?" One man answered, "Because the 
old folks like to hear such.'' Surely such 
preaching doesn't ring with the sound of 
true conviction. 

We are living in a day and age which 
is largely committed to doubting its beliefs 
and believing its doubts. There is an ur
gent need for those who preach Christ to 
do so with conviction. One thing that we 
can't help but note when we examine the 

(Continued on page 11) 

Good News ... Is To Share 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

"Go home to yO'Ur family and teU them 
how much the Lord has done for you, and 
how he has had mercy on you."-Mark 
5:19 

Good news is for sharing! Unfortunate
ly quite often evangelism has been dis
torled into something else. Some began 
calling it "selling," and the idea stuck. 
Now if one is to casually review the lead
ing "evangelism tools" on the market he 
will find that they are sales tools-sales 
talks-sales ~romotions-:s~es ~?ks· 
But evangelism is not selhng. It 1s telhng, 
giving, sharing and loving! . 

Others have promoted evangelism as a 
"theological duel'' where one seeks to add 
notches to his religious gun-"upmanship." 
The object of his game is to trap the un
suspecting one in a comer and proceed to 
out-argue out-reason or "out-Bible" them. 
And if 'an else f~ils, one might win 
thro~gh intimidation! 

Using various and sundry. methods, 
evangelism has been perverted mto prose
lytism. Instead of Christ being exalted, 
one finds the peddling of a "group" o'! a 
particular creed. The sales talk conSists 
not of a. message of the Cross but of an 
"oral catechism" . • • of all points great 
and small! The object is conformity! 

There are many of us who reject these 
concepts of "evangelism" for what they 
are: perversions and fraud! But Watch 
It! At this ·point, we need to be very 
careful lest we take awa.y all of that 
-and end up with nothing. Whenever an 
inadequate concept is removed from our 
faith and lives it creates a void, and some
thing good and true must replace it. If 
we allow ourselves to continue in a state 
of shock. we find ourselves standing 
naked before a. watching world with noth
ing to sa.y. 

But we do have a message to share .... 
and it's a message of Good News!! That 
message is that "God so loved the world 
tha.t he gave his only Son that whosoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life and that same God who loves 
the world 'and that same Son who tri
umphed over death lives and is active in 
the lives of Christians today! not in per
fection of holiness ••. for display, not as 
a court . . · . to pronounce judgment. BUT 
in the role of a Servant • . . like Jesus. 
4816 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77604 
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Imputed Righteousness 
R. D. ICE 

It is important to be certain one does understand what someone 
else intends to say. That is, words are "symbols" which must be 
decoded. ·Therefore words may not have the same meaning for 
each writer. Some, such as Dr. James MacKnight, understand 
both imputed and infused (transferred) righteousness to mean 
the same thing-that is, a righteousness which is infused (trans
ferred into the physical person of the sinner. In contrast, Robert 
Brinsmead (VERDICT) understands imputed righteousness to 
mean "the act of accepting as righteous, which takes place in 
the mind of God." · 

Imputed righteousness and infused (transferred) righteous
ness are as opposite as Protestant and Catholic. Imputed right
eousness says that because of Christ's obedience and Ba.crifice, 
God will accept as righteous every sinner who complies with his 
will. This was the basis of the "Protestant Refonnation." Infused 
(transferred) righteousness says that God transfers Christ's 
goodness to the physical person of the sinner who complies with 
his will. This is the basis of Catholicism. 

The heart of the controversy between Rome and "justification 
by faith" which Paul teaches-is the true nature of guilt. Rome 
and many Protestants view guilt as moral, built into the body 
and soul of the individual in such a way that a moml-mi'I"CJde 
is required to operate within the sinner to remove it. "Original 
sin" (the idea that every newborn baby is totally contaminated 
by moral guilt) is then viewed as a "moral mountain." Thus "in
fant baptism." Rome teaches that the "goodness" of Christ is 
infused into (transferred to) the sinner through baptism. Ful
ton J. Sheen wrote: "Baptism infuses seven virtues into the 
soul ••• " 

The Pioneers of the Restoration Movement generally believed 
in imputed righteousness (although they may have said it dif
ferently). John F. Rowe (History of Reformatory Movements, 
1894, page 191) says: "We believe that the act of pardon takes 
place in the mind of God, and not in the sinner's heart; and we 
know this to be so, because the conditions of pardon are found 
recorded in the revealed will of God." 

The doctrine of "faith only'' (as it is popularly taught) is an 
attempt to smuggle meritorious human works in under the guise 
of "faith.'' While it is true that Christians who do not produce 
the "fruit'' of good works will be cut off (John 16:1-10), no 
human work can be the ba.siB of salvation. Only the finished work 
of Christ can be the BASIS! But this in no way removes human 
responsibility. We have used James 2:10 to prove to the De
nominations that to "offend in part is to offend in all." "One 
error in the plan," we have said, "brings down the entire struc
ture." If we accept this as true, then we must also accept the fact 
that every Christia,n is guilty of offending in part and therefore 
of being guilty of all! John (1 John 1:8, 10) tells us by inspira
tion that if we were to claim that we had not sinned, we would 
make God out to be a liar! John writes this to Christians! In re
sponse to this fact, Robert Brinsmead defines "total depravity": 
"Total depravity does not mean that man is as bad as he can be 
but that the whole man, even the best man, is tainted with human 
sinfulness." (P. T., 9, 76, page 9) 

Gra.cB is not a "clever way to get around God's Law." Christ 
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rendered the Law inope~tive by fulfilling it completely (Matt. 
6:17; Rom. 8:1-4). Grace, then, is God's way in which we can 
take God's Law seriously and be given credit for completely 
fulfilling its righteous demands. We do not offer our own right
eousness, which must always be imperfect (1 John 1 :6-10). In
stead, through the imputed righteousness, we offer the perfect 
righteousness of Christ's .fimsked WM'k to our God and Father 
through faith (Rom. 6:7). (If one dropped dead immediately 
foliowing his baptism, he would be saved. Why?) Faith, of 
course, is obediential, "a belief which complies with God's terms 
of salvation." 

It is important to see that we do not achieve our salvation, 
but that we seize (appropriate) it. God taught this idea of an 
e~tenut.l righteousness from the time he took the skins of ani
mals and made clothes for Adam and Eve. This implies the sub
stitutionary death of those animals from which the skins came. 
The Jewish person who watched the sacrificial animal die knew 
thlrough faith that the -death meant forgiveness for his sins. The 
point is that he did not think forgiveness came through his own 
merit. (Later this did become a problem and became a barrier 
between the Jew and God. See what Paul says in Rom. 10:3.) 
God intended the Israelites to view the sacrifice as a "proxy," 
acting for the sinner by taking the guilt and paying the penalty. 
This demanded faith since the one who came had to believe that 
God would remove his guilt because of the death of the sacrifice. 
Review the ceremony of the "Scapegoat" on the Day of Atone
ment. 

Of course all the animals killed on Jewish altars were only 
symbols of the One T'r'IUJ Somifice which came at the right time! 
In the absolutB, forgiveness of sins has already taken place. All 
past, present,. and future sin was taken by Christ to his cross and 
taken away in the bloody-death (compare Heb. 9:16). Certainly 
the sinner must seize (appropriate) this One True Sacrifice to 
be saved. BaptiD keys into the bloody-death of Christ (Rom. 
6:4-6; Col. 2:11-12; etc.). 

Paul could write: "And you, being in time past alienated and 
enemieS in your mind and in your evil works, yet now hath he 
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy and without blemish and unreprovable before him" 
(Col. 1:21-22). Ana again: "Wherefore if any man be in Christ, 
HE IS a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, 
they are become new" (2 Cor. 6:17). 

To sum up, Robert Brinsmead writes: "Thus neither the divine 
nor the human nature of Christ by itself is imputed to us for 
righteousness, but only the obedience of the person who is at the 
same time God and man. And faith thus regards the person 
of Christ as it was made under the Law for us, bore our sins, 
and in his going to the Father offered to his heavenly Father for 
us poor sinners his entire, complete obedience, from his holy birth 
even unto death, and has thereby covered all our disobedience 
which inheres in our nature, and its thoughts, words, and works, 
so that it is not imputed to us for condemnation, but is pardoned 
and forgiven out of pure grace, alone for Christ's sake." (P. T., 
Aug. 19'76, page 19.) 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14860 
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Church Growth Series (1) 

Church Growth-A Critical Need 
GERALD PADEN 

Last Lords Day a conservative estimate shows that only 7% 
of the American people attended church services somewhere. 
This figure includes all Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical and 
non-denominational church-including our own brotherhood. 
And this seems to be the settled pattern for our nation. It means 
that 93% of Americans have no externally evident tie with 
Christianity. And the trend toward non-participation in religious 
life is decidedly downward. 

On the world-wide scene the decline of Christendom is evident. 
It is estimated that slightly over 10% of the Russians go to 
church on Sunday, 5% of the Italians and 2% of the British. So 
it is not strictly an American phenomenon. Charles L. Chaney 
and Ron S. Lewis, in their book: Design For Chu'l'ck G'l'owth, 
affirmed in 1977 that: 

"Numerical growth is the crying need of American Chris
tianity at this hour. At least eighty million people in 
Americ'- give no adherence at all to Jesus Christ. There are 
only six nations of the world with a population larger than 
eighty million. Fifty million others are only nominal ad
herents. They are Christians, not because of any personal 
relationships to Jesus Christ, but because they are not 
Buddhists or Muslims or animists. To have their name on 
some church roll has not 'changed their life a whit. These 
150 million need our attenti9n." 

Even a superficial head-count of those who attend all churches 
in your community, compared with the number of residents in 
the community will demonstrate the 90% plus of your neighbors 
that are totally uninvolved in any religious life. America is rapid
ly becoming pagan! 

We are also told that if the trend continues unchanged, by the 
turn of the century those who pretend to belong to some church 
in America will be down below 12% and only about 4% of those 
will be church-goers. 

But What About Us? 
In the light of the above, a logical concern is: How fares the 

churches of Christ in this universal pattern of decline? There is 
only one of three possible positions available to us. We are either 
1) resisting the patterns by capitalizing on the losses of others 
to continue good growth; or 2) ·we are now in a holding pattern
known as the "maintenance syndrome" that accepts non-growth 
without alarm; or else 3) we are being victimized by the. same 
eroding factos that plague others and are therefore in retreat. 
Most congregations in our brotherhood seem to be in the second 
or third position, both of which are characterized by non-growth. 

Time was when we were known as the fastest growing church 
in America. But that is no longer true. In fact research indicates 
that we are presently declining in both conversions and over-all 
membership. Bro. Flavil Yeakley, Jr., in his book: Why Churches 
(}row, reveals the negative trends in our growth patterns today. 
On page one he candidly states: 

"If the trend of the past decade continues into the future, 
the present net annual growth rate of around one percent 
will continue to decrease until around 1980 when growth will 
totally stop. The church will then begin to shrink. By around 
1990, it will be back to the present size or below. Around the 
turn of the century, it will be down to otJ.}y half its present 
size. During the next generation's lifetime, the church of 
Christ in the United States will disappear completely if the 
trend continues." 

Every church leader and. minister should read Bro. Yeakley's 
book. 

Bro. Dewayne Davenport is even more pessimistic about the 
present trend in the churches of Christ. In his book: The. Bible 

Says G'l'ow, he says: "A this present trend, membership in 
Chruches of Christ by 1990 will be zetro!' He arrived at that 
conclusion by comparing our gains versus our losses. 

Growth in the Restoration Movement 
In the e~ly period of restoration history the "movement" was 

marked with unusual success. From the early 1800's to the middle 
of that century the church grew so phenomenally that it actually 
became the fourth largest religious body in America. Our people 
were known for their "Bible toting, Bible quoting" ways. They 
were convinced of the rightness of the restoration plea and suc
ceeded in convincing many others. 

However,· it now seems evident that the rapid numerical 
growth was not balanced by the necessary growth in knowledge 
of the Word of God. Therefore the greater portion of the move
ment fell into digression and finally into a divided brotherhood, 
with the division taking place in 1906. The next seventy years 
saw three distinct periods of growth: 1) the early period with 
good, solid numeric increase; 2) the middle period with phe
nomenal growth; then 3) the last period With settled, static pat
terns. The following chart gives an overview of all three periods. 

Year Membe'l's Gain DecadaJG'I'owt'hRate 
1906 159,658 
1916 317,937 
1926 433,714 
1946 682,172 
1953 1,500,000 
1959 2,007,650 
1967 2,350,000 
1976 2,500,000 

158,279 
115,777 
248;458 
817,828 
507,650 
342,350 
150,000 

99.14% 
36.14% 
57.29% 

171.42% 
33.84% 
17.05% 
6.38% 

In a brotherhood that has no central headquarters on earth it 
is difficult to ascertain exact figures on our actual member
ship at any given time. However, the data presented above is the 
result of extensive research from the most reliable sources avail
able to us. The following sources were studied and the statistics 
correlated and balanced to give us the best data possible. 

1. U.S. Census Reports-U.S. Dept. of Commerce 
2. Statistical Abstract of U.S. Churches-U.S Dept of Interior 
8. Yearbook of American Churches-National Council of 

Churches 
4. Brotherhood sources: Firm Foundation, Gospel Advocate, 

et al. 
5. Encyclopedia Information: Americana, Britannica and 

others 
6. Dr. Bill Humble-The History of Churches of Christ-The 

Restoration 
7. Dr. Phil Elkins-Church Sponsored Missions 

Decadal Growth Rate 
Even a superficial review of our present patterns shows that 

we are in serious trouble. For in every generation the church 
must replace itself or it goes into extinction. It is simple mathe
matics-when our gains are less than our losses the church is 
proportionally in decline. The most significant information 
gleaned from the above history is the Decadal Growth Rate 
(DGR) and the Decadal Decline Rate (DDR). These are the per
centages of increase or decrease during a ten year span--either 
above or below the number with which the measurement began. 
Considering the life-span of the average church member after his 
baptism to be 50 years (five decades), with our present DDR 
at 6.38% we are replacing only about 32% of our losses in each 
generation. And since there is an accumulative effect at work 
against us, compounded by the dynamic of decline, the next gen
eration will likely replace only about 25% of the 32% from this 
generation. Thus the pessimistic forecast presented by Brethren 
Yeakley and Davenport. 

It is also evident that during the period of our most fan
tastic growth we unwittingly planted the seeds of decline. During 
the seven year period of 1946 to 1953 there were 817, 828 people 
added to the church. But we did not take the time to train them 
to the point that they could maintain the process of growth. Once 

(Continued on page 8) 
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God's Autobiography JIM BILL MciNTEER 

In Isaiah 45:5-10, God writes his autobiography. He announces 
some very definite things about himself. To fully appreciate 
God, these facts that are true about the Great Jehovah must be 
known. 

First, he says, "I am the Lord, and there is none else.'' God 
is not one among many. Polytheism is wrong. Religion based 
upon pantheism cannot please the Great Jehovah. If God is one, 
there is no other God. GQd the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Boll Spirit not only tower in superiority over other deities-this 
God is the only deity-he claims for himself a superiority and a 
singleness. There is no other God but the Lord. 

Secondly, he said to Cyrus, "I gird thee though thou hast not 
known me." This is a picture of the Eastern dress. Men wore long 
flowing robes, but when they were ready for action, they were 
girded-when they were to be enfeebled and poverty of strength 
shown, they were ungirded. It was God who girds men and gives 
them power to stand. He individually knows the needs of each 
man and confidently meets those needs. 

Thirdly, God wants to be known everywhere from the rising 
of the sun to the west. The entirety of the inhabited world is his. 
There is no clime or culture but what Jehovah. would be a 
blessing to all who bow before him, and over all mankind he alone 
is God. He recognizes no co-deities and he bows to no "equal" 
one. There is a catholicity that belongs to the knowledge of God 
that is as demanding and as far-reaching as the east is from the 
west. . 

Fourthly, he has stated, "I form light and create darkness." 
Not only does he bring "natural" light into existence, but he 
brings "providential" light. He gives guidance to man not only 
in the light of truth, but the light in the proper path to walk. 
He has "formed this light and created darkness," and these 
expressions show the ease with which he's accomplished his pur
purpose. It was not a fitful strain that brought light into exis
tence, but God just spoke it here by saying, "Let there be light." 

Fifthly, Gad makes peace. Whatever he foreordains comes to 
pass-but it still leaves a responsibility with the creature to re
spond to those things God has given him. Jesus' most frequent 
positive was "peace"; just as contrastingly his most frequent 
negative was "fear not." It is God who can bring peace to the 
heart of man. 

What is meant by 111 create evil"? It means he creates evil of 
punishment. H~ allows the apostasy of his creatures to bring .to 
them deep misery. Sin carries a both present and future punsh
mept and the threat of the disfavor ot God is ever before man. 
It is not moral evil that he creates. James has well reminded one 
"tmat God tempts no man.'' God has a way of spanking for man's 
misdeeds and that punishment does not begin hereafter. It's here 
now. It may be in physical distress or other ways. 

What God tells about himself is for man's enlightenment
treasure it. 
1100 Belvedere Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37204 

Living by Faith DWIGHT WHITSETT 

How do me maintain a genuine serenity when we have genuine 
troubles! We know we are not to be anxious about where our 
food, clothing and shelter is coming from. But when we really 
don't know where it is coming from, how do we avoid being 
anxious? Paul tells us that if "we have food and covering, with 
these we shall be content." But if bills are coming in due that we 
have no means of paying and baby needs new shoes and we are 
about to be evicted, how can we be content? 

It is real" easy to tell others not to be anxious when you have 
nothing in particular to be anxious about. When your bills are 
paid and your family is cared for and the future looks reasona-
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bly bright, it is hard to put yourself in the position of those for 
whom these things are not true. It is easy to have faith in the 
promises when there are no shortages on the promises. 

Most preachers are no strangers to shortages. Some have 
stared abject poverty in the face to do what they perceived was 
the will of God for them. Only relatively few have cups that 
overflow with the physical necessities. If they wanted wealth, 
after all, they could have gone into nearly any other profession 
and it would have been a natural by-product. 
~o ..• what is the key to contentment and serenity? Well, it 

bolls down to one word ..• FAITH. When it is in short supply, 
anxiety arises over other short supplies. We have to have the 
faith to believe that our basic necessities will be taken care of. 
The frightening thing to most of us is that what God considers 
basic to survival and what we have come to believe is basic are 
two different things. 

Abraham was a man of faith and he was wealthy. But, ac
cording to Hebrews 11:37-39, other faith-filled men and women 
went about in animal skins, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, wan
dering in deserts, mountains, caves and holes in the ground. 
"And all these having gained approval through their faith did 
not receive what was promised ..• " Yes, after all that ... they 
never saw the end result of what they were living for ..• that is, 
in this world .•. 

Box 4 7 4, Andrews, Tex 78714 

CHURCH GROWTH-A CRITICAL NEED 

(Continued from page 7) 
again our growth was not balanced by the necessary growth in 
knowledge or the Word of God. Such failure in the latter 1800's 
produced division withln the movement. And the same failure in 
the latter 1900's has produced a sterile movement that is no 
longer moving. 'l'his is clearly seen in the fact that 2,500,000 
members in the 1970's did not convert as many as 159,658 did in 
the first decade of this century! 

Causes and Solutions 
Of course the dark forecast just presented is based on the sup

position that the trends of today will continue unabated into the 
next two decades. Trends can be changed! Just look at the stock 
market, the prime interest rate, or review the presiA:lential polls 
during the last election. Evidently our patterns will not change 
without deliberate determination on the part of the entire broth
erhood. These present conditions were not established overnight, 
and they are not going to disappear overnight! 

At this point, it will be helpful to our recovery strategy to 
know the reasons· for the decline. There must be a cause-effect 
relationship at work against us. We do not pretend to have dis
covered all the reasons, but hopefully with the presentation of 
those w.e have found, we will then be equipped to treat the effects. 
We must then search for Biblical solutions that will put us back 
on the road to recovery and to more healthy growth patterns. 

Conclusion 
Such material covered here could appear negative and may 

tend to discourage us. The purprose is just the opposite. It is 
not the intent of a doctor who diagnoses a serious malady in a 
patient to simply be negative. His intent is to cure the disease 
-and that is positive! But the patient must know that he is not 
well. The doctor must get his attention by convincing him of the 
gravity of his case. The patient then must cooperate in the cure. 
He must not hide from the facts-hoping they will go away. It is 
unhealthy to tum one's back on a tornado! The patient must sub
mit to the cure, which often demands a radical change in his life
style, eating habits, entertainment and exercises. He must com
mit himself to every healthy practice which will contribute to 
his total recovery. Such, brethren, is the intent of this and fu
ture articles on church growth. 

Sunset School of Preaching, 3723-34th Street, Lubbock, Texas 
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World Bible School 
-A Continuing Gospel Effort 

LEONARD MULLENS 

That it is the obligation-responsibility-of the Christians in 
our generation to carry·the gospel, God's power to save, into all 
the world is obvious. 

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 
(Mark 16:15, 16) 

The proof of the pudding is in the eating. World Bible School 
has proved itself to be a tremendous method of fulfilling the 
demands of the Great Commission. As the months and years 
have passed by recently, this great work has continued to grow, 
to expand, and to win men to Jesus Christ. Now, some hundreds 
of thousands of people in various nations of the world are re
ceiving the truths of the gospel through World Bible School. For 
example, it is estimated that there are between 300,000 and 
350,000 students enrolled at this present time in Nigeria alone. 
Corresponding numbers are found in other countries over the 
world, and thousands of people have been converted during the 
past few years. 

This work of spreading the good new~teaching the gospel
has not been done by our trained evangelists in the main, but it 
has been done by members of the church in America from all 
walks of life. True, our evangelists have in a number of cases 
been able to bpild upon the work done through the medium, and 
they have baptized literally hundreds into Christ. This has been 
a matter of seed sowing on the part of the many, and harvesting 
on the part of a relative few. This is as it should be, for in all 
cases of conversion, it is "God that giveth the increase." (1 Cor. 
3 :7) These efforts are prime examples of what the body of 
Christ can accomplish when each one of us will do what he or 
she is equipped to do in the work of the kingdom of the Lord. 

Over America, in many homes today, there are teachers of the 
Word of God at work through World Bible School. Many of these 
tireless workers are unknown to others and they receive no credit 
from men for what they do. Yet, God does know and God is 
blessing the work in a mighty way. Widows are teaching; teen
agers are teaching the gospel of Christ. Hour after endless hour 
is spent until they are multiplied into the thousands, and from 
these American homes there goes out across the mountains, 
plains, and oceans of the world the "Wonderful Words of Life," 
able to save and to make whole the hearts of countless people 
often thousands of miles away. Who will ever know the great 
good that is being done? We can only speculate about it when 
we remember that Jesus said, "For what is a man profited, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt. 16:26) One 
soul is worth more than the world, and here thousands are being 
led to Christ through World Bible School. 

But World Bible School is a continuing work! Even though 
much has been done, and many have been taught the way of life, 
the hem of the garment has not been touched. Uncounted mil
lions are still there, and among them are the thou-sands of 
earnest hearts who will accept the truth when they learn it. This 
is a work that not only must go on; it is a work that must be 
expanded as time continues to belong to us. 

What can be done? Teachers in the ·hundreds are needed. 
Often, many church members say: "I cannot teach. "Yet, through 
World Bible School, if you can read a little and write a little, 
you can teach. Even though by reason of age or disease you have 
been confined to your home, you can still teach and serve the 
Lord. And how many church members are there in America who 
have never in their lives taught another the gospel that saves? 
WQ.at an opportunity is there here for you to begin, under such 
favorable circumstances, to teach the truth to others lost in sin! 
You can use to great advantage that idle hour that comes to us 
all in your daily or weekly schedule to teach someone the way of 
the cross, and never leave your home. In this continuning work of 
World Bible School, teachers are needed. 

And money is needed for the printing of materials; for the 
paying of postage to carry the messages of light to those who 
still sit in darkness and error. If you don't have, or won't give 
the time, would you give a dollar or two ·or five or a hundred or 
more? You can be assured -that this money will be used to spread 
the gospel or Jesus Christ. As the work grows, there is always a 
need for more teaching materials, for more paper and for more 
postage. Just think how much good could be done if every member 
of the church in the United States gave just a dollar a year to 
World Bible School! In these days of inflation, there is no other 
place where you can get as much out of a dollar! Try it and see! 
In this continuing work, prayers are needed. The New Testament 
says that when Jesus "saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his 
disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are 
few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest." (Matt. 9:36-38) 

Here is something that all children of God can do: PRAY! In 
this continuing work of World Bible School, prayers are needed. 
Let there rise up to our God, from the grateful redeemed hearts 
of Christians everywhere, earnest prayers on behalf of this great 
teaching effort, World Bible School. 

World Bible School is a continuing work. There is no place to 
quit; no place to draw the line. Let us keep on! 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

BULLETIN 

EUROPEAN LECTURESHIP 1981 

We have agreed to assist Vurel Vick and the brethren in 
London to publicize and push the 1981 European Lecture· 
ship which will be held in London, England August 4·7. We 
have blocked 100 seats on a first-come-first served basis 
with Braniff on August 3 for the trip. An exceptionally good 
fare of $630 round trip, subject to any increase in fares has 
been obtained. No increase is anticipated at this time, but 
the fare is not guaranteed until the ticket is written. No 
reservations can be taken without full payment. Our mission 
work in Europe badly needs a boost and we hope we can 
do there what we have done with the Pan American Lecture
ship in South America. Church leaders need to go see the 
field and meet the European missionaries. An entire college 
campus has been rented for the lectureship in London. Write 
for reservations or information to European Lectureship, 
Box #610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 
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Foundation 
School of 

Church Music 
June 8-19 

THE FACULTY 

HOLLAND BORING, SR. 
Directo1· 

HOLLAND BORING, JR. 
BOB CONNER 
TOM CHAPIN 
PAUL EPPS 

Under the able d·irection of six of ·the finest sing-ers the church has kno·wn, and trainers of young men 
without peer, the Foundation School of Church Music i s t urning out accomplished young song directors. The 
effects of this school are being felt over bhe entire Southland. Most of these young men will become church 
leaders and offiiCers. They receive excellent training in chUl'ICh leadership. 

Cost of Board, Room, Tuition and Fees for 2 Weeks $135.00 
Address All Mail to Foundation School of Music, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CONGREGATIONS 

Featuring Send us your young men and we will return to 
you not only song leaders, but leaders of young 
people and leaders of the church for a lifetime. 
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Our 

Great 

New 

Book 

753 
Songs 

Enrollment in Foundation School of Music 

Please enroll 

NAME, __________ ADDRESS. ____ _ 

CITY ________ STATE ____ ZIP 

In the Foundation School of ChunJh Music for the 1981 term, 
June 8-19. Enclosed please find $135 for tuition, room, and board. 

Signe 
___________________ U-__ - _ -__ - _ -_ _ -_-_ -__ - _ -__ - _-_-__ - _ -__ - _ -_ _ - _ -__ - _-__ - _-_ _ -_-_=------=--=--· 
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THE CHALLENGE OF 20TH-CENTURY cannt be ignored. Don't be afraid to focus stay, but we leave the church in peace 
and harmony, with an effective visitation 
program, and a multi-purpose bulding un
der constructi on. The challenge to return 
and help the Nortbest church under some 
trying circumstances was accepted, with 
the sincere prayer that God will bless our 
efforts a nd· show that our return to this 
work was a wise choice. November 9-13 
I did the preaching in a well attended 
meeting at County Line, in Lawrence 
County, Tennessee, my home county. 

PREACHING! the light of the gospel on t he issues and 
(Continued from page 5) 

preaching of men like Paul is that they 
preached \vith conviction. They believed 
what they said a nd they sought to per
suade others to believe as well. It is ha rd 
to imagine that there might be some with
in our ranks who preach for pay or who 
avoid preaching on certain subjects for 
fear of losing their pay or who preach on 
certain subject s just because "the old 
folks like to hear such." The Lord needs 
men of conviction to proclaim his word. If 
we are going to preach, then let us preach 
with a ll our might because we are fully 
persuaded as to the truthfulness of our 
message. Let us never be guilty of preach
ing sermons wh ich do not have the ring of 
certainty to them les t those who hear us 
be unable to .distinguish the will of the 
Lord properly. 

The Challenge To Deal With The Issues 
Much of what is preached today from 

our modern pulpits provides little if any 
help for those who pack the pews. The 
reason being that those of us who are 
preaching are not presenting lessons that 
deal with the problems of those who have 
come to hear u s. If our buildings are only 
half full perhaps we had best try homing 
in on th~ problems that are crying out !or 
attention and consideration. The preachmg 
of the Lord attracted large crowds be
cause it dealt with the burning issues of 
the day-issues, I might add, t hat are still 
continuing to burn! We must preach boldly 
and unashamedly on the issues. The Lord 
fearlessly cut to the heart of t he problems 
of men and we must do likewise. Woe be 
unto us if we fail to address ourselves to 
the issues no matter how controversial 
they may be. Sin must be dealt with- it 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901·761·1350 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton.-JII carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
Tion should have an hand a good supply at 
all times. Price : Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

point out the way of righteousness for 
those who are groping in the darkness. 

----o----
T. B. Crews, 6059 Azle Avenue, Ft. 

Worth, Texas 76135, November 16, 1980: 
By the time this is read I will be back with 
the Northwest Church in Ft. Worth, after 
an eight year and three month retreat 
from big city life. The sixteen months 
with the church in Hallsville was a short 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EV ANGEUST was a 
monthl y publication sent our 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and questions of 
those who struggled to free 
themselves from the bondage 
of denominatio nalism . 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic , poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don DeWelc 

price $99.95 

Here m handsome bou nd 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walter Scott . 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORTUNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist a $99.95 plus $3.95 postage (Texas 
residents add 5o/o sales rax). 

Name--- -----------------------------

Addrc~------------------------------------------------------------

C ltY--------------- -vt.ll .: ________ zq, _ _ ___ _ 

Signature.--------- ----------------------
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At a meeting of preachers and Christian 
workers in the Los Angeles area, T. W. 
Phillips II, who is perhaps th.e senior 
preacher in years of service on the West 
Coast was given a "Distinguised Diploma 
of Honor" by Pepperdine University. Ac
cording to Howard White, President, the 
award was a "tribute to his effective 
preaching, positive spirit, and loving de
votion to the cause of Christ. 

Pictured at the presentation are: Frank 
Pack, Chairman of the Religious Division 
of Pepperdine, Jerry Rushford, Minister 
of the University church, T. W. Phillips 
II, Howard White, President of Pepper
dine and Norvel Young, Chancelor. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

Order a Year's Supply 
at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

~ -·-·-0-IIII_U_n_u_c_~~.-.o--J-a- _a_ c _a_o~-D-I_D_o,..a..aa••• 

I CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

•-~~- _r_a_u_o._u_a_D_ -~-<1-u- -·-~~ • ._....-~u- a _a_o_ u _a_ctDt 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY.2, 1981-AUGUST 31,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

MAY A MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
For Washington, D.C. and Mid-Atlantic Area 

DATE: April10-12, 1981 

LOCATION: Church of Christ 
6149 Leesburg Pi ke 
Fal ls Church, Virginia 

PURPOSE: To present the Lord's work among the four 
million Maya of Mexico and Guatemala 

PARTICIPANTS: 
- Pat and Carol Hile-Guatemalan miss ionaries 
-1.4lndon Saunders-HEARTBEAT 
-No rtheaste rn Christian Co ll ege Chorus 
- Tom Olbricht-Eider and Bible teacher 
-Prentice Meador, jr.-Evange list 
-Jim and Mary Rackley-Medical Missionaries 
- Richard and Karen Rheinbolt-Ci inica Cristiana 
-and others 

FOit FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 
P.O. Box 610 
6149 Leesburg Pke 
Falls Church, VA 22207 
Te lephone : (703) 820-1346 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 
Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 
on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 

Joel,. Amos and Jonah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e; ____________________________________________________ ___ 

Address, _________________________________________ _ 

City ______________________________ state. ______ ____.zip·----
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WALLS WORKING IN BRAZIL 

Raegan Thane Wall and his wife, Mi
chele Lynn, have arrived in Jundiai, Bra
zil (State of Sao Paulo), where they will 
wor k with Allen and Maria Dutton in the 
growth of the church there. The Wall's 
inter est in Brazil took a firm hold while 
studying at the School of World Evan
gelism, conducted by the College Station, 
Texas Church. 

Graduating together from San Saba, 
Texas, High School, the Walls attended 
Ta rleton State University, Blinn Junior 
College, Texas A&M, and f inally Abilene 
Christian University. 

The church in San Saba oversees the 
Walls. The new address : % Garner Allen 
Dutton, Caixa Postal 274, Itu, Sao Paulo, 
13.000 BRASIL 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each yea:r. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to help you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Con~n"ess. $2.95 

- - - -- - -- CUp n.nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Workers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han· 
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name ------------------------- - ------------------------------

Address -----------------------------------------------------
CttY------------------------ State __________________ Zip _______ _ 

i ...... The Third Annual 

: SQUtheastern SQU/Saving Workshop 
+ University of THEME: 

i W ;:::~;:;~~Florida 

i June 14- 17 

: • Childrens Activi t ies 

Youth Program 
Attended Nursery Featuring 

JOE BEAM 

HEAR THESE 

MEN AN D WOMEN OF GOD 

Ray Walker-Nashville, TN 
Richard Rogers-Lubbock, TX 
Jim Massey-Florence, AL 
Wayne Kilpatrick- Birmingham, AL 
Marshall Underwood-Mobile, AL 
Terry Hanna-Niceville, FL 
Nick Young-Anderson, IN 
Joe Beam-Montgomery, AL 
Debbie Young-Anderson, IN 
Dr. E. R. Brannan-ACC Montgomery 
Joe Bean-Montgomery, AL 
Doug Parsons- Midland, TX 
Hunsphrey Fautz 
Charlie Soddy-Orlando, FL 
Don Yelton-West Monroe, LA 
Rex Turner-Ace Montgomery, AL 
Hugo McCord-Midwest City, OK 
Howard Norton-OCC Edmund, OK 
Boyd Williams-Franklin, IN 
T. Pierce Brown- Winter Park, FL 
Dale Smith-Sulphur Springs, TX 
John Waddy-Knoxville, TX 
Ivan Stewart- Oklahoma City, OK 

FOF COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE: John Hurt- Joelton, TN 
Ed Sanders 

Southeastern SoulSaving W orkship Tottie Ellis + 
• P.O. Box 4171, Pensacola, Florida 32507 (Telephone 904·456-8793) Neal Pryor • • • ...................................... 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate conrre~rationa 

advertiain~r meetin~r placu, preachers seek ing work or con~rre~rationa aeekin~r pr eachers. Allo other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal E vangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

11npproved for Veteran's training,. 
Leonard M . Gray- Director 

1 (303) 986-6800, 2707 So. L a mar. Denver , Co 80227 
FORT HOOD KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gre&"g, Minister. P hone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & G:OO 
P.M.. Wed. 7: OO"__:P'-'.:::::M.::::..,..-=-=,...,-,=-::c-:::== 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Y e llow Pages For Service T imes 
Trnnslation Cor Deaf. Paul W . Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help u s watch for 
souls o r Christians on Okina wa. Send name/ 
o r ganization t o: E lders . Church or Chrlat, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON. VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nntion's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 P.M. : Bible Study 9 :30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us·-En joy n 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAlll. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201- 635-268 8. 
ALASIU::-:-:~--:A,-;;N:;cC;:;:HORAOE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Ahuka. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344 -67 19. 

DAY A..REA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
ttSOO Dahlia Road 

Plen•aaton, California 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW WORS H-u;-ON-IS.LAND OF-·KAUAI, 
HAWAU. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mn):, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 }{Auaala Rd .• Kapaa, Hnwaai 
96746. 
NORTHW EST CH URCH OF CHRIST, 16655 16th 
Avenuo N.E .. Seattle. Wash. 98155. If you k now 
oomeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
t hem. 
SERM~O~N~S~F~R~O~M~S~U~N~S~E~T~o~n~9~0~m~i~n~u"-to~c~a~ss~c'"-tte 
tapes. T aped courses fo r PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for f ree 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
P reach ing Extension Department. 2432 27th St reet. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGE LES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover S treets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A .M: 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P .M. 
Minbtera: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2 586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R~E"'.L;-I;-;G:;-;I"'O""U'"'S.-:Bi:Oi-O~KS,;;:.::;BO UGH:;T;: . .::.::W:T-ay_n_e--;S"'te-p""'h_e_n-s, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
ATI'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRTST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St . Sunday 9:30 & 10 : 30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W . P. J olly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
Wide variety or classes , lectures. sermons. Indies 
a nd youth progrnms, etc. available on 'h Inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 t itles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Director.!..) ...,...--=-===--;;--,-; 
BREWER~MAJNE--24lCentcr St ., V.F .W. Hall. 
Sundny clnsaea. 10: 15: W orship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-•383. VisitoTS Welcome. Write 11bout 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND-:2205 E. Mor~~:nn A..,e., 
U.S. 460 Ea10t Oppo111te K-lllnrt. Office 4'1'1· 
5:!71. nohby Wade. Mia, 476-'105(1. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Chrt•t. C o me visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want T;;-Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner. Texas 76539- 512-932-3333. 
Wa nted- preacher for s ma ll, rural congregation lo
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, T exas. 
House furnished . Contact: Rnngerville Church oC 
Christ, C/0 D. F . Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 67, Snn 
Benito, Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 6 :00 
p .m. 
CHURCH PEWS Cor snle. solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Chur ch of Christ. 
2432 27th Street , Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 

YVliiA, ARIZ., Ol'll W. 28th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a. m . & G :30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA- -
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is acceptin g a pplications and 
interviews for houseparents. christiana who are 
interested In the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interest s in agricultural nrens. Campus 
beaut ifi cation& an d r elated works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina. Texas, 78055. 
Preacher needed for small South East Colorado 
congregation. Home nnd utilities furnished with 
salary. Must be willhuc to work with congregation 
without elders. IC interested, please send resume to 
Springfield Chu rch or Christ. Box 56 , Springfield, 
Colorado. You may contact Gene Pope 303-623-4434 
or Less Gentezler 623-4684 or W . R. Moffitt 
523-6583. 
WE REBIND CH ERISHED DIBLES-writc for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SOUL SAVING SE~iiNAR Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success convertinlt' 
souls . Training conducted nt your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist. Chu rch of Christ, 344 
N . W. WintercresL. Burleson. TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1985 or 817-295-2233. 
Preacher wanted for small congregation oC about 70 
members , no elders. Position available immediatly 
for r ight man. Send resume lo: C. A. 'Lee' T hornton, 
402 N. He nry St., Cuero, 'l'exns 77964. or call AC 
512-275-64 GS. 
Church of Christ nL Carlsbad, Texas 76934 needs a 
semi-retired minister. IC int.crested call 915-465-4291 
or dGG-4687, or write to the nbove. Box 247. 
LET US S HARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YO U. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy J ividen nnd 
others on cnssettc Ulr>es. Nutionnl Lonn Program. 
Send • tamped self-addressed long en velope Cor list 
nnd plan. 'l'upe Library, H illcrest Chua·ch o f Chri st , 
617 Dncon, Abilene, T~xns 79601. 

MESSAGE 
Church of Christ martini artists. any art, we want 
you I To join in our ef forts in establish in ~r a martini 
arts gospel ministry t.o reach others wiUa the word. 
We especially need ranking Blnck Belts for the im
mediate leadership se~rment. Contact Boh Rondelli, 
certified sho-dai (president). Ridgewood Drive. Har
winton, Connecticut 06791 or call 208-485- 19H 
afternoons. P lease. don' t delay.:,-;,==-----

JEEPS.CARS.TRUCKS 
A ''nilnble thru Government Agencies, mnny sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your dire-:tory on how lo purchase. 
FOR SALE: DuKnnc a75 Walt manual Filmslrir> 
projector with record player in excellent condition. 
Lists $249 for $85 Postpaid Leslie Leonard, 1605 
NW 3rd, Abilene, KS 67410. 
F OR SA·LE: One Apcco Dond Copier . great for 
s mall per/ month copy demand. Only Sl200. Also, a 
Rollnprint offset printer. Does quality bulletin work 
in n snap I Only $1500. Write University Church oC 
Christ, Las Cruces, N.M. Address: 1555 University, 
Las Cruces, New Muxico, 88001. Or cnll : (505) 
522-6707. 
Our preacher is leaving, l'('oing t.o the miosion fi eld . 
We nre looking for someone to en courage church 
growth nnd spiritual development of n con~rregation. 
We need someone to make the bud of our growth 
blosr.om. If Interested contact: Alpine Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 325, Alpine, Te.'<ns, 79830 or call 
(915) 837-2040. Johnnie Perkins. 
T o ){ivc awny up to 350 used opera ohnirs in ~rood 
condition. Contact Drown field Church of Christ in 
Brownfield. TX. Phone 806-637-4597. 
(1 5) 1976 & 1976 Ford-Superior 4•1 Adult Buses. 361 
V8 En){ines, Automatic Trnnsmi•sion. Power Steer
ing & Brakes. Buses nrc Re-Conditioned and have 
excellent tires. Prices range from: $9.500.00 to 
$10.250.00 with n 30 Dny Guarantee. Superior Enter
prises. Dallas , Texas (214) 37 1-5049. Ask for Craig 
W'cuthernll. 

OFF ICE EQUI PMENT 
A.D. Dick Offset Printing Press. Model 320. nnd 
Printin~r Suvr>lies. Unh·entity Church of Christ, San 
l\larcoo. TX. Phone 512-392-4355. 
PREACH ER AVAILABLE Experienced. mature. 
sound in faith . ready nnd willing to sene. Call Will 
Moyers. 817-599-6216. Will Moyers. SSR Box 46A, 
W eatherford, 'l'X 76086. 

INVESTIGATE! 'Mae Flrna Foundntlon 
trle• to •er .. f'n adve rtf,.lnJr, and .,·Ill not 
knowln~~:Jy tnke qu~•tlonnble n.h·ertflllnJr, 
Out It Is tl1e r encler'• r l'sponlllhlllty to In· 
veiiiiJrnte. Llkf' nny oth .. r pnpl'r. Wf' llome
tlmell unwittingl y rua nn unworthy ad. 
All tlaf' old tonylng goes, b e fore you lnve•t. 
Ia vesllg-ate I 

V. E. HOWARD HONORED BY 
WALNUT STREET CHURCH 

At the conclusion of the 14th Annual 
Gospel Sing Song, Friday, December 5th, 
midnight, V. E. Howard was honored by 
the elders of the Walnut St. Church of 
Christ for forty-six years continuous 
service in t he radio ministry of the Gospel 
Hour; for his service in conducting t he 
Original Gospel Sing Song Til Midnight 
the past fourteen years; and for his ser
vice to the Lord and his kingdom as a 
member of the Walnut St. Church, and 
as an elder for ten years. 

The presentation was made by James 
Haltom, an elder of the Walnut St. 
church. Gospel Hour are heard each week 
through the nation and in other countries. 

V. E. Howard has not only devoted his 
life to the ministry of t he gospel in the 
Lord's chut·ch, having baptized more than 
eight thousand souls into Christ, he origi
nated the businesses known as Howard's 
Jewelers, Greenville, Texas; Howard 
Bros. J ewelers, Monroe, La.; and Howat·d 
Discount Stores. 

He was Chairman of the Board of the 
Howard Discount Centers, Inc., until the 
company sold some three years ago. 

The Howards have three children, J as
per Howard, Texarkana, former president 
of the Howard Discount Centers; Ed 
Howard, Texarkana, Senator from First 
District of Texas and Mrs. Kay Young, 
wife of Dr. Sidney Earl Young, Killeen, 
Texas. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group r ate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 
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Pepperdine University 
38th Annual 
Bible Lectureship 
April19-22, 1981 

Sunday, 7:30 p.m.· 
Monday, 11 :oo· a.m. 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

· Wednesday, 11:00 a.m: · 
Weclnesclay, 7:30p.m. 

Jerry ·Har.,ill. 
Nash.,ille, TENN 

Fronk Pack 
Los Angeles, CA 
D'Esta Lo"e 
. Agoura, CA 
Tom Milholland 
Abilene, TX 
Paul Meth.,in 

· Ventura, CA 

; .. 

MAIN LECTURES 
Landon Selander& The Magnificent Christ, CoL 1:13-22 
Da.,id D~"enpore The Image of the Invisible God (1 :1'5) 
Humphrey Foutt Peace Through The. Blood of His CTOSS (1:10) 
lefTY Har.,ill Christ In You, The Hope of Glory_(1:~5, 2:~) 
lm North Christian Leadership: Magnifying ChriSt in Our Lives 
Joe Barnett If Ye Be Risen With Him (3:1-11) 
Clifton Ditmore Made Complete in Christ (2~10) • · 
lm North It is The Lord Christ Whom You Senle (3:24) 

Special Classes Taught_ By: 

Estell Gill 
San Jose, CA 
Tom Sibley 
Vancouver, WASH 
Jesus Martinet 
San iose, _CA , 
Dean Bixler 
San Fernando, CA 
Samh Jackson 
Malibu, CA 
Jake Coppinger 
Santa Maria, CA 

Roger Pace .. : J 

Pt. Mugu, CA 
Sandy Sibley 
Vancouver, WASH 
J.D. Thomas 
Abilene, TX . 
Jim· Woodroof 
College Station, TX 
Dennis Kelly 
Search, AK 
Betty Moore 
Salinas, CA 

Dino; Roussos 
Abilene, TX 
Ron Phillips 
Westlake Village, CA 
Fmn Armour· · -
Agoura, CA 
H. Glenn Boyd .· 
Ag()¥ra, CA·.::_·. , 
Don Humphrey 
Tulsa, OKLA 

. . , : ·r------------------------~----~-~-----... 
RESERVATION FORM FOR FREE HOUSING 

Name Mr./Mrs./Ms. ___ ........;... __________________ _ 

Street Address 
City ____ ___;_....:...._..;..._...:.....;.1-:.·-· ____ state _____ Ztp ·' ... 

Phone ( 

_ Number of children with sleeping bags In room with parents (limlt-2) 
_ Set(s) of linen will be needed ($6.00 per set, payable at Housing Reception Center). 
_I will supply my own linens (extra long twin). 

All wlll·be guaranteed a room if reservations are received by April 17. No confirmation letters will be sent. 
Register as soon as possible. For additional Information, contact Mike Armour or Glenda Taylor at (213) 
456-4270. Mall form to Department of Church Services, Pepperdlne University, Malibu, CA 90265. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·~----------------------------------------~ Please stay over for the 

Christian Counselors' Seminar • April 23 and 24 
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LIMERICK, IRE LAND MISSIONS TEAM, the majo ri ty o f which will soon 

be returning to the U.S. after la boring fo r two years in that local ... Pic

tured from left to rig ht, Curt Sparks, Joe Vicki, Kelli Bright, Perry Jinkcrson, 

Sylvia Pector, Lee Whitaker, C harlotte McGee, Kregg Hood, Melind a 
Howell, Nedra Smith. Holly Wiser, Wayne Reed, and Ross Cochran. Not 

picture d is Debbie Dobbins. 

A us1in, Texas, March 3, 1981 
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Wby Disagreement? 

Any Christian who has attempted to lead some
one to the truth has had the experience of "why can't 
all the smart scholars of the world see the Bible alike?" 
Revelation thus is shrouded in a dismissal that equates 
error from truth and makes falsehood synonymous 
with Revelation. 

Well, why don't all scholars see the Bible alike? The 
Revelation of God is not a chameleon, constantly chang
ing its color to accommodate its environment. Nor does 
it mean different things to different people. Truth is al
ways logical and consistent. Only men are otherwise
including scholars. 

The very consistency of the Scriptures is proof that 
they could be seen alike by all men, provided all men ap
proach them from the same direction. For centm-ies 
now critics of the Scriptures have sought to find con
tradictions in them. Books have been written listing 
supposed inconsistencies. Yet none of the examples 
have been proven to be contradictions. The efforts to 
destroy the consistency of the Scriptures have been 
sufficient to establish it. 

It was one elephant the blind men saw. Their contra
dictory "views" came from their own blindness and not 
from any inconsistency in the elephant. And so i t is 
with scholars. They do not see the Bible alike not be
cause there are contradictions in the scriptures, or 
that the scriptures are incapable of being understood 
alike, but because the men who think they can see so 
well are really blind. 

Why are they blind? A ball player looking into the 
sun may miss the fly ball, not because it is going in 
several different directions at the same time, but be
cause the recipient is blinded by something else beside 
the ball. There is nothing wrong with the ball. Some
thing is wrong with the receiver. And scholars, brilliant 
though they may be, often miss the truth-not because 
the truth is "uncatchable," but because the catcher is 
blinded by something else. 

The scholars all start in search of truth from dif
ferent beginning points. They are conditioned by family 
training, public school training, church background, or 
various other conditioning factors. They approach the 
elephant (truth) with preconditioning that gives each 
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a different impression of it. Their differences do not 
arise from truth that cannot be understood alike, but 
from preconditioned denominational reference frames 
that leave different impressions upon them. They are 
blinded by tradition-that's why they miss the ball. 
The trouble is not in the sou1·ce of truth ; it is in the re
cipient. 

If physicians trained in different schools have dif
ferent views of medical practice, and geologists trained 
in different schools have differing views of geology, 
then should it be unthinkable that theologians trained 
in different schools would have different views of the 
scripture? The great body of medicine or of geology or 
t heology is one. The elephant is one. It's the back
ground of the practitioner that causes the difference of 
views. That is why scholars do not see the Bible alike. 
It is the difference in the scholars; not a difference in 
the Bible. One should follow the Bible and not the schol
ars. Following different scholars, however sincere and 
learned they might be, is the thing that got us into the 
mess we are now in. 

We have divisions among us because we have been 
willing to follow the scholars rather than follow the 
Scriptures. Sectarianism always results when we follow 
the scholars. Unity results when we all follow the scrip
tures. 

When we differ we cannot all be right. God does not 
contradict himself and his revelation is not contra
dictory. Only we are contradictory. We contradict each 
other because of differences in our own make-up and 
conditioning. When a math student gets the wrong 
answer it is because he inserted, somewhere, t he wrong 
figures. When we get the wrong answer it is because 
we, somewhere, inserted the wrong facts. You can't 
get a right print-out by inserting the wrong infor
mation. 

"Negative preaching" is sometimes designed to help 
us recognize our fal se starting points with regard to 
truth. None are urged to give up any truth they may 
have possessed-only the error. Error never discredits 
truth, but truth does discredit error. 
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Restoring New Testament Christianity 

After a recent trip to the Bible lands, I 
became more convinced than ever before of 
the continuing need for restoring N ffW 

Testament Christianity. In Rome we saw 
people climbing the Holy Stairs on their 
knees to work off time in purgatory. At St. 
Peter's Church we saw people kissing the 
toe of a statue of Peter to receive spiritual 
merits. The pagan influences which crept 
into Western Christianity via Roman Ca
tholicism are everywhere present.. When we 
visited Greece, we saw the results of syn
thesizing Christianity and the Greek my
thologies. The Greek Orthodox Church 
reflects this compromise between Chris
tianity and paganism. In Israel itself we 
became aware of non-biblical traditions 
which entered Syria and Armenian Chris
tianity. As we drove through Judea, Sama
ria and Galilee, I often thought about 
the simplicity of Jesus' life and teachings. 
Through the centuries, the ministry of 
Christ and the church have been trans
planted by monolithic institutions which 
make it difficult to find God. Certainly 
there is the need to restore or recapture 
the basic message of early Christianity. 

But where shall we focus in our work of 
restoration? Our religious history is 
known as the Restoration Movement. Gen
erally we have talked about restoring the 
New Testament church. With the histori
cal accretions attaching themselves to 
the church, we can see why there is this 

JERRY A. RILEY 

concern to restore its original purity. But 
frankly, I do not see the apostles putting 
their emphasis there. While there is ob
viously a need to purify the church of sin 
and reform it by the word of Christ, we 
should not concentrate on restoring the 
first century church and forget that there 
are even more crucial matters. The work 
of restoration in apostolic literature 
focuses on the person of Jesus and his 
work on the cross. In short, the concern 
is to make sure the gospel is not lost. 

There are several familiar scriptures 
which emphasize focusing on Christ and 
the gospel. In Jude 3 we are told to "con
tend for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints." The problem 
which Jude encountered was a denial of 
Jesus' Lordship and perversion of the 
grace of God. In II John 9, we are told to 
"abide in the doctrine of Christ," and the 
problem there involved a denial of Jesus' 
humanity. Both Jude and John were strug
gling against the gnostic tendency to deny 
the incarnation, and thus to undermine 
the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 
When we turn to Paul's writings, we ob
serve him struggling with J udaizers as 
well as Gnostics. In Galatians 1:6-9 he 
warns us about people who pervert the gos
pel of Christ. The Judaizers were teaching 
that Christ's death alone was not sufficient 
in atoning for sin. Thus, they were re-

There Is a Price 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

jecting the grace of God and depending 
upon human works for salvation. Whereas 
the Gnostics were deceived by a false "in
tellectualism," the Judaizers were de
ceived by a false "righteousness." Both had 
lost sight of the gospel! 

When Martin Luther began the Protes
tant Reformation, he clearly saw the issue 
which was at stake: The principle of justi
fication by faith in Christ's work on the 
cross. Luther often affirmed that the 
church stands or falls by its teaching the 
gospel. He sought to reform the medieval 
Roman Catholic church by this principle. 
While his work was not wholly successful, 
he at least understood what Paul and the 
other apostles felt was crucial about Jesus' 
life and ministry. 

Alexander Campbell often referred to his 
work as a continuing reformation. He ac
knowledged his indebtedness to Luther and 
other Protestant reformers. Campbell 
wanted to build on Luther's work and re
store both the gospel and the church. My 
fear is that we, as Campbell's heirs, have 
focused more on the church than on the 
gospel. The gospel itself must always have 
primacy in our preaching and teaching; 
otherwise, we will have first-century struc
tures but still not be in historical con
tinuity with the early church. The church 
only exists where the gospel is preached. 
1580 River Road, Eugene, Oregon 97'404 

While listening to the radio the other day, I was privileged to 
hear one of the great absurdities of our time. The assertion was 
made that it is the fault of the federal government that abortion 
is skyrocketing because ... "If the federal government would get 
busy and develop a safe and effective contraceptive, we wouldn't 
have the problem." 

we also relinquish a freedom. If we refuse to think for ourselves, 
"the government" will gladly think for us ..• for a price. 

Unquestionably, we are becoming, more and more, a society 
that looks to "the government" with an outstretched hand for 
everything. We expect "the government" to pay for our birth. 
We expect "the government" to supply our burial plot. And, we 
expect "the govermment" to entertain us, support us, and wips 
our noses ... in between. 

We need to become aware of the fact that, with every respon
sibility we refuse to shoulder, passing it on to "the government" 

All, here-to-fore mentioned, is a problem in our society. There 
is, however, a very similar problem relating to the church. It is 
so easy for us to unshoulder our responsibilities onto "the 
church." The church should teach my children the Bible." "The 
church should teach my neighbor about Jesus." "The church 
will keep my kids happy . . . entertain me properly on Sunday 
morning . . . and hand to me all the answers for life's greatest 
questions." 

If we let it, "the church" wiU assume all of these responsibili
ties and more ... even do our thinking for us. But ..• THERE 
WILL BE A PRICE. That price is bigger than I care to pay! 

4815 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 
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Disciples Are Called Christians 
NORMAN L. BALES 

The United States immigration official was going over ques
tions rol.Jtinely asked of every applicant for citizenship in this 
country. Most prospective naturalized citizens viewed the ques
tion session as a mere formality. Becoming a naturalized citizen 
of the United States of America has long been the dream of the 
short middle aged man with streaks of gray running through his 
hair. But there was one question that troubled him. The immi
gration worker read it in a monotone, "In the event of military 
conflict, would you be willing to bear arms for the government 
of the United States?" 

There ~as no answer. The immigrant struggled with his con
science. His coming to the United States had brought him a new 
relationship to Christ. However much he might have wanted to 
be a United States citizen, he wanted more to be a disciple of 
Jesus. The official repeated the question, this time with agitation 
in his voice, "In the event of military conflict, would you be will
ing to bear arms for the government of the United States?" The 
immigrant replied softly, "Sir, I would do anything in my power 
to support the government of the United States, but I don't. be
lieve Jesus wants me to kill anybody." I admire the courage of 
the immigrant. Whether one agrees with him on the war ques
tion matters little. His concept of discipleship commends itself 
to us for imitation. The will of Jesus was more important to this 
Christian immigrant than anything in the world, even American 
citizenship. His story is unique, but it should not be. The sad 
truth is that such commitment to discipleship is the exception 
rather than the rule among contemporary Christians. 

"Undiscipled Disciples" 
Anyone who speaks of discipleship as though it is separate 

from Christianity is really using accommodative language. Bib
lically speaking, the terms are synonymous. (Acts 11 :26). In the 
loose sense in which we use language however, we have Christians 
who have not become disciples. Jess Moody refers to them as "un
discipled disciples." 

An "undiscipled" Christian may be described as a person who 
maintains nominal connection with the church, but Christ makes 
no real impact in his life. He may have been baptized into a so
ciological religious organization, but he has not really put on 
Christ. A person like that may be recognized on the church letter
head as an elder, deacon or minister, but there's no ministry in 
his life, just a title. He occupies a familiar pew at the church 
building and he may even sit in on the business meetings to indi
cate either his approval or dissent with regard to how church 
funds are being spent. Yet his feet never trod in hospital cor
ridors, his hands are never used in service of the needy, his mind 
is never engaged in study of the word and his lips are never used 
to verbalize the love of the Savior. The church directory, the let
terhead, the bulletin may all give him his due as a pillar in the 
church, but he is not a disciple. 

Disciples are followers of Jesus, but local congregations are 
often filled with people who are consumed by concern for their 
own comfort. We refer to them as "worldly Christians." Vance 
Harner, a Southern Baptist writer with a gift for untangling 
sophisticated verbiage says that "one might as well talk of a 
heavenly devil as a worldly Christian." His reflection is pain
fully on target. 

Requirements of Discipleship 
Jesus neve·r contemplated Christianity without discipleship. 

The Great Commission is a mandate for "discipling"-"Go ye 
therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 28:19). 
He was not kicking off a recruiting drive for membership ex
pansion in the Christian social club. He anticipated a relationship 
that involves one's whole attitude toward life. 
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The disciple of Jesus must be a follower of J.esus. That state
ment is so simple, yet so profound that one is apt to slide right 
by it and never grasp its depth. One may reason, "Well, I make 
most of the church services. Of course I couldn't attend that Sun
day when my wife's parents were visiting. And surely nobody 
expected me to be in services when I was offered an all expense 
paid trip to Dallas and tickets to the Cowboy's game." Following 
Jesus involves much more than being in the assembly when it is 
convenient to attend. It involves· leaving something. Peter and 
Andrew "forsook their nets and followed him" (Mk. 1:18). James 
and John "left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired 
servants and went after him" (Mk. 1 :20). The disciples often 
failed to understand how they ought to respond to this lead
ership, but they never questioned the fact that they were sup
posed to follow. Peter said, "Lo, we have left all and have fol
lowed thee" (Mk. 10:28). 

Discipleship requires self deniaL Jesus said, "If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow 
me" (Mk. 16:24). That cuts against the grain of the indulgent 
pattern of living that has been adopted by so many contemporary 
Americans. I face no temptation in life more troublesome than 
the desire to act out of self-centeredness. I'm as much attracted to 
the creature comforts of the age as the next fellow. I take Jesus' 
remarks concerning the rich young ruler, personally. "How hard 
it is for them that trust in riches to enter the Kingdom of God" 
(Mk. 16:24). 

Discipleship demands submission. Submission goes beyond 
legalistic obedience. Legalistic obedience is concerned with satis
fying minimum requirements. I'm a legalist when it comes to 
paying the Internal Revenue Service. I pay what's required and 
not one cent more. Some people try to serve God that way. They 
want to know if you can still get to heaven and miss the mid
week service. Do you really have to give at least 10 percent? Do 
I have to be evangelistic to go to heaven? Such questions are 
formed by legalistic minds intent upon earning enough points 
with God to deserve "a little cabin in the corner of Gloryland." 

The spirit of discipleship resists the notion that legalistic 
obedience earns the Christian his place on the heavenly roster. 
The spirit of discipleship is more in the mold of my immigrant 
friend who was intent on doing what Jesus wanted him to do. 
Being inside his will becomes the most important priority on 
earth. 

The Context of Discipleship 
Discipleship is conducted in the context of daily living. Dis

cipleship is not always practiced to the accompaniment of rousing 
songs, enthusiastic "amens" and ''stroking" from compassionate 
brethren. I serve as a pulpit minister, I'm comfortable in that 
role, but I'm writing this article a thousand miles away from the 
study where I turn ol,lt my sermons. I'm sitting in a hospital room 
in Abilene, Texas, far away from my chosen place of service 
and my wife and children. My mother lies in a hospital bed just a 
few feet from where I'm sitting. She is going through the last 
stages of cancer. The doctors say that she will not recover. Dis
cipleship requires my presence here at this moment. I'm not com
fortable with my role. A long term death vigil with an immediate 
family member is a new experience for me. I'm using all the de
fense mechanisms that people normally employ under such cir
cumstances. I'm stumbling through my ministry to her, but right 
now I'm convinced that the Lord would have me stumble through 
this time of crisis with her. It's far more important than being 
able to deliver a polished oration to the congregation next· Sun
day., Discipleship is being where you're needed regardless of your 
own personal insecurities. Understandably, our brotherhood has 
laid heavy stress on baptizing men and women into Christ. Maybe 
the time has come to give equal attention to making disciples. 
401 35th Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403 
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Why Be Interested in Our Free 
Enterprise System? JAMES D. BALES 

We are to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
but does this mean we are to be unconcerned as to the type of 
political and economic system under which we live? We are to 
pray "for kings and all that m·e in high places; that we may lead 
a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and gravity." Su1·ely it 
cannot be \HOng for us to work, as well as pray, for the type of 
society which gives us the g reatest amount of physical freedom 
in which we may sen•e God and humanity. We should be con
cerned that governmental authority be a friend of that which is 
good instead of that which is evi l. One is not being unchristian in 
making his voice heard on the side of good government. 

When I returned to Harding College in 1944 I did not see eye
to-eye with Dr. George S. Benson in some of the work which he 
was doing in the National Education Program against com
munism and for our system of government which includes a sys
tem of economics. The more 1 learned about what he was doing 
the more I agreed with him, and for a long time I have appreci
a~ed the work which he has done on behalf of our country and its 
freedom and therefore on the behalf of our freedom to teach 
and to worship withou t fear of molesta tion f rom government. 

Dr. Benson knew what it was to be ruled by Communists. 
Twice, when he was a missionary in China, he had to flee for his 
life. The Communists not only wanted him out of China, they 
wanted him out of this world. Dr. Benson also told me that he 
was, in this country, fighting the battle for religious freedom on 
t he front line of economic freedom where we had the gr eatest 
opportunities of winning the war for our freedom. 

Of course, a Christian a lways has the freedom to confess 
Christ and die, but this does not mean that we should stand by 
while we and our chi ldren are Jed into the temptations which the 
totalitarian type of state imposes on one. I pray that we be not 
led into temptation, and I should a lso work toward tha t end. Our 

free enterprise system, a lthough it is not perfect and is con
stantly being mixed (and hurt) in this country wilh socialism, is 
the system which has released to the greatest extent ihe produc
tive powers of men. 

He who is interested in helping lhe poor is blind if he is not 
also inte1·csted in that system which: (1) enables us to produce 
more with which to help the poor, and (2) gives the poor t he 
greatest opportunity and motivation lo help t hemselves. The Pil
grim Fathers exper imented wi th the so-called communal life 
a nd were threatened wilh s tarvat ion. "In the winter of 1623 in 
P lymouth, Governo1· William Bradford met with the remaining 
Pilgrims, pointing out lhe fallacies o( the ways that had led to 
their disaster, and present ing a truth that led to I ndependence 
in our country. Here is his wisdom, abbreviated: 

Our scheme, from each accord in!\' to a bility to each according 
to need, has not wol"lted. To give presupposes something in 
the warehouse to g ive. Mos t of the time ours has been empty. 
Como springtime we shall try a new idea: to each according 
to merit or productivity. Each shall have what he or she 
produces! 

The recognition of the need for self-reliance does not mean that 
there is no need for cooperation, but there is a vast .difference 
between a system of f reedom in which there are varying degrees 
of \·olunta ry cooperation and a system where people are "free" 
only to cooperate with the all-powedul State which owns every
thing. 

It is a fact t hat people will work harder for themselves, for a 
family which is an extens ion of themselves, and fo1· the cause 
which one holds as supreme (for the Christian this is God as re
vealed in Christ), than they will for an abstraction called the 
state. But there is no incompatibili ty between this and an in
dividual sharing with others, as well as helping others through 
p1·oviding j obs for them. When the S tate is all-powedul it decides 
what your ability is, where you sl10uld work, and what you need. 
The all-powerfu l Sla te undermines individua l incentive and 
init iative. 

Furthermore, t he totalitarian State cannot regulate economic 
sys tems in t he abstract. The State regulates the lives of people. 
To the extent that the State regulates the lives of people, beyond 
the poin t where it is necessary in order to prevent anarchy and 
to uphold justice with mercy, to that extent man's freedom is 
curbed. The limited State can act as a r eferee between groups in 
society but the totalitarian State is the la wgiver, t he judge, the 
jury, and the executioner . 

The more the State controls the Jives and incomes of people the 
less they have to give to t hose good works in which they are keen
ly interested. For example, there are many of us who could g ive 
more to the work of the gospel if taxes in one form or another did 
not take several months of our income each year. Occasionally we 
have students, and perhaps some t eachers also, who are not hap
PY with the emphasis thai some at Harding have placed on main
taining our poli t ica l and economic system. To me it is a manifes
tation of confused thinking 1Vhich keeps Q1le from being inte1·estecl 
in, and doing something to keep seawo1·thy, the ship 1Vhieh make~: 
possible om· voyag e in Ch1·istian educcttion. The more socialistic 
a State is the less money one has to give to support a system of 
private education. Furl.hennore, the more socialistic a State is 
the more it wants one syslcm of educa tion and t hat system must 
be under its control. 

Our system obvious ly is not perfect, but those who will be sat
isfied with nothing less than utopia wi ll wake up in a real night
mare as a result of sccldng to implement thei1· dream world. 
That is, if they are successful, for they will undermine our sys
tem and deliver themselves into t he hands of tho all-powerful 
State. 

Unless we arc interested in prcsen ·ing and improving our 
system lhose who hunger to control the lives of people will take 
powe1· and make increasing efforts to undermine Chr ist and his 
kingdom. 

Stat ion A, Box 918, Sea t·cy, Ark. 72H3 



We do not read of the ~ssenes in the 
New Testament, but neverthelesss t hey 
were prominent during the time of Chxist. 
Many scholars think that they and the 
Pharisees were originally one group called 
Rasidaeans ; but due to some r eligious ob
jections about the Maccabees, some of them 
pulled away and formed the sect known 
as the Essenes. 

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and further archaeological data has led 
many to conclude that the people of Qum
ran and the Essenes wer e one and the same 
group. In the main, their doctrines and 
practices were identical. The few minor 
differences are explained by the fact that 
there were different communities of Es
senes who had their own rules. 

The Essenes were a group of ascetics 
who lived in the wilderness of Judea. They 
practiced a type of communism where a ll 
thei r worldly goods were held in common 
and were distributed to each as he had 
need. They even ate their meals together. 

They were diligent workers who tended 
flocks, plowed the ground, made their own 
clothing a nd food, and were bee-keepers. 
They studied the medicinal properties of 
various roots and plants. We think of so
cial security as a rather modern innovation 
but they provided for those of their number 
who were unable to work. 

Josephus tells us that their day began 
before sunrise with morning prayers. Then 
they went to their place of labor and 
worked until 11 a.m., after which t hey as
sembled for a purification r ite of bathing 
in cold water. From there they entered a 
dining hall where they were served a meal. 
A priest said a prayer at the beginning of 
the meal and another one at the end of the 
meal. After lunch they put on their work
ing clothes and r esumed their labors unt il 
evening. Then they repeated the purifica
tion rite and assembled for t he evening 
meal in their white robes. 

They were governed by a president who 
had been selected by the group. He also 
served as their judge. In case of a trial, 
there was a jury which consisted of the 
majority of the community. Their laws 
were strict a nd t heir discipline severe. 

They believed t hat contact with anyone 
who did not follow their practices and who 
was not a member of their group made 
them ceremonially unclean. Consequently 
they kept to themselves as much as pos
sible. This explains why we never meet 
them in the Bible. To them asceticism was 
the avenue to holiness. They were opposed 
to marriage, war, animal sacrifices, eating 
animals, and oaths. Josephus says they 
believe "fate governs al l t hings, and that 
nothing befalls men but what is accord
ing to its determination." In other words 
God has ah·eady predetermined everything 
that is goinJ! to happen and nothing can 
a lter that. They also had a number of 
beliefs in common with the Pharisees such 
as the resurrection, the coming of the Mes
s iah, etc. However they were even stricter 
in their observa nce of the Sabbath than the 
Pharisees. They had priests of their own 
and practiced frequent ceremonial wash
ings (which some call "baptisms"). They 
absolutely r efused to participate in the 
Temple services in Jerusalem or attend its 
feasts. This refusal is directly related to 
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A look at the 

Essenes 
BOBBY BATES 

their separation from the main body of 
Judaism in the first place. 

Since they did not believe in marriage, 
they tried to perpetuate t hemselves by 
adopting children and training them up 
in the Essene way of life. 

Even though they abhoned oaths, the 
members of their sect were sworn to ·se
crecy about their teachings. It was such a 
secret organization that many of their 
documents were written in obscure and 
cryptic language, so that only the initiated 
could decipher them. 

Membership in the Essenes was austere 
and difficult. Some have mistakenly 
thought that baptism was the initiatory 
rite into the group, but Josephus and oth
ers dispel that misunderstanding. When an 
outs ider petitioned to join t hem, he had to 
endure two periods of probation. 

The first period of probation lasted a 
year. He received a spade, an apron to be 
worn at t he ceremonial washings (some 
say "baptisms"), and a white robe. How
ever, he was still considered an outsider 
and was not allowed to eat the common 
meal with them. He had to observe the 
same manner of ascetic Jiving as they, 
after having placed all his possessions into 
the care of the common treasury. It seems 
that his possessions were kept separate 
during the entire probationary period, and 
only after he was accepted did they be
come a part of the common tr easury. At 
the enrl of this first year i1 he had proven 
himself, Josephus said that he "is made a 
partaker of the waters of purific::~tio.," and 
was then admitted to a second probation
at·y period. 

It should be noted that his becoming a 
partaker in the water of purification is in 
no way comparable to Christian baptism. 
Baptism is the initiatory rite for the one 
desiring to become a Christian, but the 
Essenes regularly partook of the wa ters of 
purification. It was not a one-time 1ite that 
initiated a prospect into the Essene fellow
ship, but it was a regular bathing in water 
that occurred at least twice a day. For 
example, s inging hymns is a regular part 
of our worship, but that is not an initiatory . 
ri te. The same was true with their cere
monial washings. 

The second period of probation lasted for 
two years. During tha t period of time he 
was allowed a closer fe llowship with the so
ciety and was allowed to participate in 
their PUrification rites but was still PX

cluded from eating the common meal with 
them. 

The initiatorv ri te was the swearing of 
a succession of solemn O'lths. One of the 
oaths involver! keeping their teachings a 
secrrt from all outsiders . The oaths were 
much like our Oa th of Allegiance a for
eigner must take to become a citizen of the 
United States of America. When he com
pleted the oaths. he was a member of their 
fellowship and was now allowed to partici
pate in the common meals. 

In the summer of 68 A.D., the Roman 
army moved into the area a nd ruthlessly 
destroyed the Qumran community. 

Some have attempted to align Jesus and 
John the baptizer with the Essenes, but 
proof is lacking and their doctrines are far 
too divergen t to sustain such a theory. 
Following are some of the differences be
tween Jesus and the Essenes: The E ssenes 
and their converts withdrew from society, 
whereas Jesus traversed all of Israel con
tacting as many people as possible and 
then sent his followers ou t into all t he 
world with t he gospel. 

The Essenes considered marriage to be 
evil, but Jesus teaches it is honorable. The 
Essenes r egarded oil as defiling, but J esus 
was anointed twice and commended the 
people each time. The Essenes taught that 
a ll matter is evil, whereas the Lord said 
evil comes from the heart. Their exagger
ated reverence toward the Sabbath con
flicted greatly with the healings J esus per
formed on the Sabbath. They refused to 
have anything to do with the T emple ser
vices in Jerusalem, but not so with the 
Lord. 

Some think John t he baptizer employed 
a rite that was already in use when he 
began his ministry. Some say he borrowed 
it from the Essenes, while others assert 
that he got it from J ewish proselyte bap
tism. 

It should be noted that the evidence for 
Jewish proselyte baptism during, and prior 
to, the first century is totally lack-ing. It 
is not even ment ione.d in history until the 
third century A.D. Those whose advocate it 
were writing this side of the third century 
and declare t hat it is probable that the 
Gentile converts were baptized. But sup
position is not proof. It is odd that neit her 
Paul, Josephus or Philo mention it, if it 
were a common practice. Moreover, how 
could John be called THE baptizer i1 he 
was doing what others were doing. To say 
he was doing it more than the others does 
not suffice. For example, a surgeon who 
performs more operations than all the 
other surgeons is not referred to as the 
surgeon. He is a surgeon because he is one 
among many. J ohn was called the baptizer 
because he was doing something unique. 
Moreover, John baptized the candidate, 
whereas the Jewish proselytes baptized 
t hemselves. 

There are also a number of differences 
between J ohn's baptism and the cere
monial washings of the Essenes. J ohn's 
baptism was a one-time event, but the Es
senes' ceremonial washings were a daily 
practice. John's baptism pointed toward the 
Mesc;iah; theirs did not. John baptized the 
candidate with h is own hands, but the 
Essenes washed themselves. John's baptism 
was preceded by the confession of sins; 
the Essenes dirl not do that. Those who 
came to J ohn for baptism had to bting 
forth fruits worthy of repentance, but 
there is no evidence that the Essences 
were required to do this. 

There have been many religious groups 
who have employed ceremonial washings 
in their religious rites, bu t that does not 
nrove that one group borrowed the rite 
from another one. 

Even if someone were to prove con
clusively that both t he Essenes and the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Church Growth Series (2) 

Evidence· of the Decline 
GERALD PADEN 

Even the life-expectancy is open for 
surface observation, for projections are 
easily made on the basis of its past history. 

We are often tempted to say that any
thing can be proven with statistics. And we 
usually say that when the statistics make 
us look bad. There may indeed be situa-

When someone becomes critically ill he is tiona where data can be manipulated in a 
rushed to the hospital and the doctors are negative way. But we must also note that 
called in. They immediately order all types. negative pictures will not become positive 
of clinical tests from which the malady when we cover thein with negative quips. 
can be diagnosed. They want to know the Dr. Donald McGavran properly pointed out 
history of the patient, his habits, diet, life- the positive advantage statistics can offer. 
style, occupation, exercise and even his He wrote in Understo,nding Ckurck 
disease history. He is then placed in an Growtk, page 84: 
Intensive Care Unit where all his vital "To be sure, no one was ever saved by 
signs can be monitored and the doctors can statistics; but then, no one was ever 
have a current status report at any given cured by the thermometer to which the 
moment. physician pays such close attention. X-

In much the same way a congregation ray pictures never knit a single broken 
can be clinically tested for all its vital bone, yet they are of considerable value 
signs. Its history and habits can be evalu- to physicians in telling them how to put 
ated, its life-style analyzed and its hidden the two ends of a fractured bone to-
maladies discovered. These tests are called gether. Similarly, the facts of growth 
church growth studies. They are conducted will not in themselves lead anyone to 
only on a congregational level, and through Christ. But they can be of marked value 
them it is possible to get an amazingly to any Church which desires to know 
clear picture of the health of the congre- where, when and how to carry on its 
gation-or else the lack of it. The .informa- work so that maximum increase of 
tion contained in this ·and the next two soundly Christian churches will result." 
articles will present some of the findings Case Histories 
these studies bring to light. Dozens of such congregational growth 

Vital Signs studies have been made in Southern Bible-
A congregation is a living organism and belt states. From them we .have discovered 

as such it has vital signs that are subject a kind of composite profile of the average 
to clinical evaluation. In a growth study church studied. They all seem to be char
data on every measurable aspect of a acterized by negative growth trends, loss 
church's life is gathered over a ten year in over-all membership, diminishing a~ 
period of . its history. The information tendance figures at worship and Bible 
gathered is then processed then charted study classes, low conversion and retention 
and then interpreted. The charts become a rates, trends toward increased money 
kind of x-ray that reveals problem areas spent on self and decreased spending on 
and unhealthy practices-as well as the evangelism, and other critical signs of 
f:Ood signs. The dat& needed for the study decline. Here below is presented the in
IS: formation discovered in one area of church 

1. A head-count of the total church life. Other aspects will be presented in 
family, with a break-down ·between later articles in this series. 
niale and female members and their Male/Female Distribution 
unbaptized children for· each of the The chart at right relates to the ratio 
ten years studied. between male and female participation in 

2. Attendance figures at all weekly church life. ·There is a rather fixed nu
church assemblies during the ten merical advantage of women over men in 
years studied, from which their pat- America--simply because women live 
terns are discovered. longer than men. The national figure 

3. Conversion figures for each year stands quite constant at about 5%. 
according to types-whether fro~ This chart presents an Oklahoma church 
the church family, the unchurched or with a total church family with a ten year 
through marriage. When possible average of 348 units. There were 155 bap-

': · data concerning retention of the con- tized females, 118 baptized males and 61 
:· verts is also ·accumulated. unbaptized children in the family. What is 

4.' .Transfers from other churches num.- significant is the trend that· is developing 
· her of restorations and pray~r re- in the ratio between, male. and female 
:_quests and even the number of dis- participants. __ · :-c ·' 

· · ; ·- ciplinary cases during the ten years. During the first' ·five year period there 
.5. Contribution figures, budget patterns was a 10% numeric advantKge of women 

and how the money is distributed. over the men-which is about 5% above 
All these are vital signs that can be the longevity scale for them. The SeCOnd 

clinically tested and interpreted. All .data is five year period the separation grew to 
then processed and charted for proper -12%, while the last measurable year the 
reading with statistical legends that pre- . female advantage had increased to 16%. 
sent rati~, .. Per-capita and percentage read- The percentage of the children remained 
outs. It IS amazing how much can be dis- more or less constant during the ·time slot 
coveTed about the health or malady of a studied. 
congregation from such a study. Immedi- In some congregations we have studied 
ately evident is the congregation's drift its the distribution was found to be 60% fe
habits, its study patterns its devotion~ to male and 40% male. No congregation we 
God, its commitment to the lost, its gen- have charted has a better record than the 
erosity, its past problems and successes. one presented in chart one. So as far as 

our research is concerned, this is becoming 
a brotherhood trend. 

This may not appear to be a matter of 
great concern, yet it could be more signifi
cant than appears on the surface. It could 
signal the beginning stages of a trend that 
has been devastating to other religious 
groups where church services are attended 
almost exclusively by , women and little 
children.··· \ 

Interpretation 
Some of the fruits of such a trend, if ·it 

continues unabated, are: 1) the erosion of 
our leadership base, 2) weakening of our 
financial base, 3) reduction of our minis
terial base, and 4) a definite compromise 
of the next generation of converts among 
males-whether of. our own ehildren or 
from society at large. The danger of a 
father's non-participation in church life is 
seen in the attitude of his. sons toward the 
church. God has assigned the spiritual and 
moral leadership of the family to the fa
ther (Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21). But when 
the father is derelict in this duty the 
church is thus deprived of the basic con
struction blocks essential to its grQwth. 

It is particularly critical when the fa
ther sends his sons to church but does not 
a~d himself. Often this does more harm 
than good. The father recognizes his. sons' 
need for moral values and spiritual guid
ance, but he is not able or willing to give 
it himself. -He turns .them over to the 
church, often against the sons' will, and 
expects the · church to. be able to offset 
the negative influences of his own incon
sistency before those very moral and spiri
tual values he knows they need .. The boys 
tend to grow up not liking the church
because "daddy made me go!" It is ex
tremely difficult that a faithful mother 
will be able to overcome ·the negative in
fluences of an unfaithful husband. 

Possible Causes 
With the limited data we have available 

we can only guess at some of the possible 
eauses for this numeric imbalance that 
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Dr. M. Norvell You ng, Malibu , CA, addressed the annual Preacher-Elder 
Fellowship Dinne r on the topic of "Launch Out Into t he Deep." 

Richard Rogers, Lubbock, Texas, opened tho 31st annual le ctureship with 
the theme of "We Preach Jesus." 

Mrs. Stafford North, Oklahoma City, was the guest spealor for tho 
Mother-Daughter Banquet, a highlight of tho annual lectureship. 

g [ 136' 

occ LECTURES I 
The 31st annual lectureship at Oklahoma Christian College has 

just been concluded with exceptional crowds and fine interest in 
christian education according to officials in charge. More than 
5,000 r egistered for the four day event. 

Oklahoma Christian College, al. Oklahoma Citr is enjoying 
steady growlh, with each year's enrollment breaking old records. 

Keynote addresses during the lectureship were conducted in 
Hardeman Auditorium, while class sessions were conducted in 
other facilities of the college. 

Dr. )-1. Norvell Young, of 1\Ialibu, California, President Emeri
tus of Pepperdine University, challenged the hundreds of preach
ers and elders and their wives gathered at the annual preacher
elder Fellowship Dinner with a message which was designed to 
inspire courageous, bold action in the fact of adversity and in 
the vortex of opportunity. 

Chris tians from many stales make annual trips lo Oklahoma 
Christian College for the lectureship. Display spaces p rovided 
ample opportunity to greet old friends while examining merchan
dise connected with chris tian commitment, and displays by chil
dren's homes, missionary endeavors and other activ il.ies of 
interest. 

A number of presentations to various ones for outstanding ser
vice to the brotherhood and to the co1lege were made during the 
lectureship. 

Those in attendance were lavish in their praise of OCC, its 
board of Trustees and its Administration and F aculty for the 
fine job being done to provide education for the youth of the 
land in a christian framework. 

Keynote speakers addressed lectureship audiences in the mornings and evenings in 
the four-day sorios. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 3, 1981 



IP HIGHLIG HTS 

Longtime preacher, mission worke r a nd C hristian journalist, Loyd Smith, AI 
len, TX, presents Dr. Ba iley McBride, academic dean, and Mrs. Gorwvcl 
Hoover, assistant professor a nd reference li brarian, an 1806 odition of lht 
Crud en concord a nco. Tho volume will be added lo OCC's collection of r M~ 
and old books. During lho lectureship, Smith wa s presented the OCC Dis
tinguished Service Medallion for outstanding Christian service • 

• 

~ homa C hristian Colloqo's Hardeman Aud itorium. Moro than 5,000 quc~ls attondud 

John Banni~ler, Dallas, TX, c:or•d~ciod d da'ly ciJss focu~inq on the tra ining 
of a proo1cher, the q.Jalifications of " preacher, and observo11ions a nd 
experienc&s of fifty year; oi proac:l,ing 

G. P. Holt, lndi .. napolis, IN, spolo on "Tho Indignation of Jesus," at a n 
evening lecture durinq ihc OCC program. 

coi •nc r~F·cs ar 
0. B~ird II •gc. M 

I cr 1 8 L rllt a copy of 
l y '" Y l kUfl" 11 rn·--i\trdfivo as-

1 b. c; aJ I of OCC. Ro
'• Staff<>rd t lor! h. Jume~ 
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A QUARTER OF MANKIND 

T-HE CHINESE 
• • • 

YoU, find them in every country. 
Come train to put Christ in many 

Chinese hearts. 
: .. ~ 

"Every fo\irUi person in our world 
is Chinese" 

The eyes of many are turned toward China. 
International businessmen will work in this 
huge m.arketplace. English. teachers will be 
invited to go. Overseas Chinese evangelists 
are presently allowed to worship and teach 
in newly opened churches. 

Outside of. China's huge borders there are 
42.5 million Chinese who live in freedom. 
Who is teaching them Christ as they study 
in our universities and work in our urban 
centers? 

At the SUNSET SCHOOL ·aF CHINESE 
STUDIES ·there Is a qualified faculty who · 
will prepare you to teach the Word in a 
Chinese cultural context. : · 

f_ ··--·-····· 

FOR MORE i~N.f;PB~ TION call.-Directof .... 
Cline Paden, l-SD6~V9.2:-5191 or write AI Hen
derson, chairman,.S\\~~et School of Chinese 
~tu4ies, 3723 34th St., Lubbock, Texas·79410. 

FALL CLASSES BEGIN SEPT., 1981 

V.A. approved 
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IN THE TWO YEAR CURRICULUM we will 
develop skills and insight in the following 
areas of Oriental culture and customs: 

-A History of China: ancient and modern 

-An Analysis. of China's Religions 

-History of Christianty In China 

-Courses On Oriental Culture 

-Communist-Political Theory In China 

-Personal Evangelism and Establishing 
Churches Among Chinese . 

-Daily Studies In Chinese ·Mandarin Lan
guage: Reading, Writing~ and Coriversa-· 
tion (includes studies in the Chinese 
Bibl~) . . 

• Seven courses integrated into program 
from Simset's Mission Department. 

• Students will worship and work in 
Chinese ahurch of Lubbock and on the 
campus of Texas Te.ch University to 

. . evangelize hundreds of Chinese.. -· ~ ..... 
students. .. .. - -· · · -··· 

• Mission strategy ~z;tvolves teams of four 
or more families to work in target cities 
of Houston, Los Angeles, Vancouver and 
Toronto, and in Taiwan, Thailand, and 
Malaysia. 

• Upon request, a one week seminar held 
for Christian businessmen going to main-
land China. . . 

FilM FOUNDATION-MARCH 3, 1981 



EVIDENCE OF THE DECLINE 

(Continued from page 7) 
seems to be growing. It might be that 
some sociologist could shed more light on 
this subject. But here are some suggested 
reasons: 1) the development of a "macho" 
syndrome among American males. "Ma
chismo" is a Latin term for the "he-man" 
attitude. It expresses itself in religion 
with the view that church is only for wom
en and little kids. And it results in a male 
dropout from the resistance to religious 
life. 2) The more pronounced role of wom
en in society. The ERA movement has 
challenged the male position as head of 
the American home. And its influence 
discredits the traditional male role even 
in church leadership. Liberal churches 
within our brotherhood have women serv
ing at the Lord's Table and as youth min
isters. Surely the woman is equal in privi
lege and responsibility under Christ. She 
just has a different role assigned her by 
Christ. And it would be as foolish for man 
to presume to take over her role assigned 
in Titus 2:3-5, as it would be for her to 
take over his! And 3) the male normally 
has an active, bread-winner, support-of
the-family position in society. When such 
an active, producer male is brought into 
the church and is given a passive role of 
the benchwarmer, he feels uninvolved. 
This works against his male psyche. Quite 
ofteri he will seek fulfillment in other 
pursuits of a secular nature-in his busi
ness, club or recreation. He may not know 
that the Lord has many soul-satisfying 

0 ministries for him to be involved in. 
Solutions 

Obviously our men need instruction 
from the Word of God on the value and 
dignity of the man's role in the family 
and in the church. Then they need involve
ment in the church-with good guidelines 

as to details. This will give that role its 0 

proper expression. We particularly need 
more male teachers in the teen and pre
teen years. For the trend toward indif
ference toward church life begins to mani
fest itself in the early teen years. 

Also suggestea is the separation of the 
high school males from the females in 
some of their Bible studies. Men ought to 
be teaching the boys and women the girls. 
They are on the 0 threshold of taking on 
their separate roles in family and church 
life, and they need different Biblical pre
paration suited ~o their individual needs. 
When the girls are present in high school 
Bible classes, it somehow is not "cool" for 
the boys to know the answers to Bible 
questions. · 

Evidently the boys and girls do have 
certain common needs, and at least one 
Bible study period each week could be 
used for those studies of mutual interest. 
Such an arrangement not only puts more 
men to work with their sons, it eliminates 
the bench-warmer complex for both of 
them. Leadership in both the horne and in 
the church is back where God intended 
that it be. 

In the next article we will look at declin
ing membership and negative church at
tendance patterns. 
Sunset School of Preaching, 3723-34th 
Street, Lubbock, Texas 

A LOOK AT THE ESSENES 

(Continued from page 6) 
Jews practiced im~ersion as an initiatory 
rite it would not prove that John bor
row'ed it, or that God received the idea 
from them. The Bible informs us that 
John's baptism :was from God. . 
Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies, 
Denver, Colorado 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2· Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jiin~y Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH POLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429·1403 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply' of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large 0 carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every· congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
o.,: .· 

cbo~cbes a,: cb~rst 
fDSCJR.aoce gR.oap 

• E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Maior 
Medical Expense Benefds For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of ~office visits plus 
. 80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • •.• • • • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY •..• Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED • . . . • .. . . • • .. . . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . • • In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
pEDUcTIBLE .. • .. . .. . . . • . • $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . • . . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

. . .I o 0 o o • ~ • 

• siNGLE: ut£ (Monthiy> ...... · $39.23 
(Under 0 Age ~~- · :: 0 

• ENROLLMEKfFEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . • . • • . . $25~00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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THE PARSLEYS RETURN HOME 
TO KOREA 

sumed full-time oversight of the Parsleys' 
wor k in January of 1980. 

According to Glenn Randolph, Anchor
age minister, "The Korean work is 
probably as stable and successful as any 
missionary work among churches of 
Christ today. Thi~ work is very deserving 
of additional support from t hose not now 
contributing to any mission work." All 
interested persons may contact the 
Anchorage Church of Christ for addi
tional information. Our mailing address is 
P.O. Box 314, Anchorage, AK 99510. 

Pictured above are Malcolm and Kwi 
Hwa Parsley, receiving a gold pan from 
Dwane Legg, one of the elders of the An
chorage Church of Christ. The presenta
tion was made in the Parsley's honor for 
having spent twenty years in Korea. They 
had been in the States for seventeen 
months so that Malcolm could work on 
his doctorate. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
The Anchorage Church of Christ as-

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $7.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $8.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and updalting of the 
the greatest standard work in the Bi·ble 
Dictionary field~e first in 25 years. 
AND witfh the excepti·on CYf six writers, 
aH the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churches of 
Ohrist. A few are Batsell BalTett Bax
ter, :Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Oarroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Ja:ck Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many others. 

Every Christian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

--- - - -- - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $- ----·-------· Please send --------- copies of Smith's 
New Bible Dictionar11 at D $7.95 regular or D $8.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name ---------------------------~----------------------
Address ------------------------------- - - ----------------
City ________________________ State ____________ Zip ____ ___ _ 
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INCLUDE 'YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In o. list o! new subscrlp· 
lions to th e Firm Foundation, please bo 
aure each has tho proper Zip Code number 
after tho city o.nd state. 

SPECIAL TOUR OF 
HOLY LANDS AND EUROPE 

15 Days, De parting Juno 12 

JAY SMITH WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE 
Phone: 1-1.15-361 -0810 

For lhose outside Tennessee. l oll free 
Phone : 1-800-251-5949 

WILLIE CATO. TOUR LEADER 
360'1 G enerol Bo les Drive 
Noshville. Tennessee 372(}1 

Phone : 1-615-197-7450 or 
1-615-269-4057 

Only $1895 from Now York 

CALL FOR BROCHURES AND MORE 
INFORMATION 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a shorl sermon in your c1 ty, county 
newspaper. Efle ctive. 30 sermons free 

2 Spread the Word by plac1n9 tract r acks all 
over town Make racks for 15c lnstruct•ons 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Catholic lnends. 15 ar!lcles teach 
pla1nly. k1ndly Free. 

Clip ad , check 1tems des~red . Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped <Ot addressed lo you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St.. Ab1lene. Texas 79€01 . 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion , 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name, ___________________________________________________________ ____ 

Address. ________________________________________ _ 

City __________ ___,. ___ --.,.-_State; _____ -----"-'ip. ___ _ 
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TYLER CHURCH BREAKS GROUND 

A gr ound-breaking ceremony was h eld 
Sunda y morning, J anuary 11, following the 
r egular wor ship services of the Shiloh 
Road Church of Christ, 1801 Shiloh Road, 

in 'tyler , Te:'Cas. The ceremony marked the 
beginning of construction on the church's 
new a uditorium. The new structure of 
17,000 square feet, will seat 750. 

P ictured a t the groun d-breaking cere
mony ar e the elders of ·the church and the 
building commit tee cha irman. From lef t 
to right: Carlos Morgan, elder; Willie 
Freeman, elder ; Harvey Grant , elder ; 
David Batten, building commit tee chair
man; and Gene Chandler, elder. 

J im Layton an d family have r eturned 
from Sierra Leone, West Africa where 
they were under the oversight of the 
Uultee, church of Christ ,. Nashville, Tenn. 
The Layton's are now working for the 
Bellvue, Church of Chr is t, 1070 Castalia 
St., Bellvue, Ohio 44811. 

-~~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~ 

~ PLANNING TO BU I LD? ~ 
~ Contine11ta l Church Bu.Hders is in its 1 9"th year a! successful o-pera tion. ~ 
) Let us assist you in planning toward construction of ryou r n&W building. ) 
) Brochure sen t on r equest. Call collect . . . ) 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place P . 0 . Box 4 028 9 ~ 
) (615) 888-2318 NashvUle, Tennessee 87204 ) 

~~---~----~--~--~------------~ 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J . Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income t ax. Many ministers do, because t hey 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to h~lp you avoid this. Easy to use. rt will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax Jaw 
changes passed by Con,gyess. $2.95 

- - - - - - - - CJ.ftl a.nd m all today - - - - - - - -

Finn Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . P lease send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Worker s, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name ------------------------------------ - -------------------

Address - - -------------------------- --------- - ---------- - -----
CtlY-------- ---------------- State __________________ Zlp _______ _ 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Informa t ion, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administ rator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P .O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone : 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Worker s covered at same 

g roup rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 22-25 
Inspirational lecture se ries combined with 
tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philad e lphia ar e a . Great Christi a n 
fellows hip and re asonable costs on the 
campus of Northeaste rn Christian Junior 
College . 

Theme: "Jesus, the 
Great I Am" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

J .M. Powell 
J . Harold Thomas 
W .A. Harrison 

Phillip Morrison 
larry Roberts 
Bill Dorriety 

J erry Hill 
W.E. Albright 

Greg Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 
Elza Huffard 
Charles Chandler 

r··-·------·-···--------------------~ Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address - - - - - - - - - -
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wit C . Goodheer, Director 
: King of Prussia Church of Chri.st 
: 590 W. Valley Forge Road 
: King of Pruss ia, PA 19406 

l-----------1~~!~~-~~!~~~------------· 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sun<My through WednttoO.y Congr~llon• l : 

! usiNGING EMPHASIS VVORKSHOPS" : 
: ( 560 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast. ) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • • • : S44urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 11 04 , Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449- 1202 : 

····~············································ · ······································· ~~ [ 142] FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 3, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advcrtisln~ in this sec:tion $1.50 per Une. Desi~ed especially to accommodate congregations 

lldvcrtiaiq meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 &: 10:30 A.M. &: 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00=-=P...:.:.M.~""""""='"~=-..,.........,...,..= 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Ining St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

B.A. Y A.RBA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DabiiD Road 

Plea•aatoa, Crallforula 941580 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW-WORSHn;-ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
aomeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM"""o""N""S::--:F""R"'o""'M=--=s""'u::':'N""s=-=E==T=-o-n......,9"""'o_m__,in-u""'te_ca_s-se...,.t.,...te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School o! 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensdewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evanllelist 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladles 
and youth programs, etc. available on ¥.. inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 276 titles. Write Chris
tian VIdeo Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
('Marion D. Owens, Directo:r)~--==---=:-=-:::::--:. 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hail. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship. 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVAN!iiVJI,LE, IND •• 2205 F:. Mol'Q:S~D Ave •• 
U.S. 460 En11t Oppmdte K-llnrt. Ofllee 4'1'1-
5271. nobby Wndt". Mfa, 4'18-40C'M. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnllt-Y Cbnl'eb of 
Cbl'l•t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want ToDay: Used-Jieiiglous Book""ii:-Bob-Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Wanted-preacher for small, rural congregation 10:. 
cated seven miles southwest of San Benito, Texas. 
House furnished. Contact: Range~ille Church of 
Christ. C/0 B. F. Morrow, Rt. 4, Box 67, San 
Benito, Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ. 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 

YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. &: 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDI~ 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home Is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-589-
7726 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SOUL SAVING SEMINAR-Learn how many con
gregations are having outstanding success converting 
souls. Training conducted at your location. Contact 
Robert Kirtley, Evangelist, Church of Christ, 344 
N. W, Wintercrest. Burleson, TX 76028. Phone 817-
295-1986 or 817-296-2233. 
Preacher wanted for sm..;..a-:l':"'l_c_o_n-gr_e_ga-:-t':"'io_n_o-=f-a-:bo-u..,..t-=7=-=o 
members, no elders. Position available immediatJy 
for right man. Send resume to: C. A. 'Lee' Thornton, 
402 N. Henry St., Cuero, Texas 77954, or call AC 
612-275-6468. 
Church of Christ nt Carlsbad, Texas 76934 needs a 
semi-retired minister. If interested call 915-465-4291 
or 465-4687, or write to the above. Box 247. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Churlh, of Christ, 
617 Bacon. Abilene, Texas 79601. 

MESSAGE 
Church of Christ martial artists, any art, we want 
you I To join in our efforts in establishing a martial 
arts gospel ministry to reach others with the word. 
We especially need ranking Black Belts for the im
mediate leadership segment. Contact Bob Rondelli, 
certified sho-dai (president), Ridgewood Drive, Har
winton, Connecticut 06791 or call 203-486-1944 
afternoons. Please, don't delay. 
(15) 1976 & 1976 Ford-Superior 44 Adult Buses. 361 
V8 Engines, Automatic Transmission, Power Steer
ing & Brakes. Buses• are Re-Conditioned and have 
excellent tires. Prices range from: $9,600.00 to 
$10,250.00 with a 30 Day Guarantee. Superior Enter
prises, Dallas, Texas (214) 371-5049. Ask for Craig 
Weatherall. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-Experienced. mature, 
sound in faith, ready and willing to serve. Call Will 
Moyers, 817-599-6216. Will Moyers, SSR Box 46A, 
Weatherford, TX 76086. 
SAVE ON CHURCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
through new property insurance program for Texas 
congregations. 25% Dividend. For more information 
contact Ben F. See, 1734 S. Clack. Suite F, Abilene, 
Texas 79606. (916) 692-6085. Agents welcome. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If )'Ou are movln.r anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is independently owned and operated. 
Preacher wanted June 1. Sound man with emphasiS 
on personal work and leadership for mission area 
in P A. Must ha,·e pome support or we will try to 
help right man find some outside support. Send 
resume, photc. references and tape sermons. Church 
of Christ, Box 736, Franklin, PA. 16328. 
RETiRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growlniZ' church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 3083, Sedonu, 
Ariz. 86340. 
Wnshlarnon, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 911-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE-BASE and J.\CKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosc:velt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576. Jax., N.C. 28540. Pho1 · -;-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
Let us print the next membership directory· of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information · and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Prlnt
iniZ Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
I'Ril (916\ 885-6776. 
Tenchers Needed. Lustre Christian High School in 
northenstern Montana nef'ds a Math and a Science 
teacher for the 1981-82 srhool year. Contart: Super
inU>ndent, LCHS. Box 57. Frazer, MT 59225. Phone 
( 406) 392-5735. 

MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
penses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms. contact ·Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-506-863-5530. 
"Announcing: AI ministry to troubled congregations. 
Charles E. Graham, M.D. announces a consultation 
program for troubled congregations that have the 
following type .of problems: 1. Churcb-.:epli\8 ... 2. 
Elder disagreements.· 3. ·Advise ·on handling the 
business of congregations that have no elders. 4. 
Budget planning. 6. Preacher selection. 6. Employee 
evaluation. 7. Chureh discipline. 8. Church mergers. 
For a free brochure or further information call 
214-369-4361 or write P.O. Box 1985, Richardson, 
Texas 76080." 
MINISTER WANTED. Mature, experienced mac. 
desired for pulpit In Madison, Wisconsin. Contact 
Michael Brown. 3108 Bluff St., Apt. 4. Madison, 
WI 53705. 
Primary Pulpit minister for Central Florida con
gregation. Will work with present minister who will 
concentrate on personal evangelism. Two hundred 
to two hundred fifty in attendance, $104,000 budget, 
half million metro population, modern facility, in 
fellowship and co-operating with area congrega
tions. Prefer middle age family man with college 
training, strong Bible background and love for the 
lost. Send resume, sermon tapes and references to 
Jere Trotter, Elder, South Seminole Church of 
Christ, 6410 Lake Howell Road, Winter Park, 
Florida 32792. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm FoandattoD 
trlea to •ereea ndvertfaiDJf, aDd will aof · 
kDowlar;ly take qaeatloaable ndverti•IDJf. 
Bat It I• the reader'• re•poa•lbiUt)' to Ia• 
vestlgnte. Like nay other prap~l', we •ome
tlme• unwlttlnJflY roD aD uaworthy nd. 
A.JI tile old snylac pes, before yoa lave•t. 
laveatl.ratel 
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Get the most from your retirement 
doDars and help the church grow, too! ·---- ------------1 Act now and reduce your 1980 federal income taxes! 

Mail this coupon today! 
1 
I 

Tax-sheltered, INDI\- IDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or .KE'')GH PLANS im,ested in mortgage 
bonds of Churches of Christ arc currently earning 
interest at 1211/o . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1h1st Company of America 
5408 Bell, Box 8183 
Amarillo, fexas 79109 
Telephone (806) 358-2491 

FF e t-3 I 

• No commission charges 
• Immediate and future tax benefits 
• You invest for yourself and in church growth, too 
• Ideal plan to consider for your minister's retirement 
• Transferring your existing plan to Trust Company of 

America, could increase vout retirement income 

A special service to churches 
and church members 

YES, I want to know more about how I can build my 
retirement with a 11-ust Company of America IRA or 
Keogh plan and help the church grow, too. Please rush 
further infonnation. 

I Name 

I 
I Address 

•---------------------------1 City State Zip 

•---------------------------1 Telephone 

______ __.__ --- ----------
Need funds for new church buDding or 
expansion? 

Here's why Affiliated Managers is hest qualified to 
help you: 

• 
I 

Mail this coupon today for more information about 
Affiliated Managers quality church financing. ----- ----------

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 
• Affiliated Managers is the largest international 

church finance company serving churches of Chrisi 
exclusively. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell, P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

FF 81-3 I 

• More than one-quarter of a billion dollars has been 
arranged by Affiliated for churches of Christ 
through church bond programs and conventional 
loans. 

• Over 1,250 congregations of churche~ of Chri~t have 
benefited from Affiliated's services. 

Affiliated Managers. Inc. 
The Cornerstone of Church Financing 

We're plarming some church building and need funds . 
Please send information about your quality church 
financing. 

I-----------------I Name/individual 

1---------------------------1 Address/Church 

: City State Zip 

1 Function in congregation (preacher, elder, etc.) 

1--------------------------1 Telephone 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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THE LEADERSH IP TRAINING SCHOOL for women in Sao Paula, Brazil, 
was proba bly one of the church's most successful workshops. The theme 
was "The Daughter of God -How She G rows Spiritually." In attendance 
wero II 0 women from 13 d ifferen t cities, representing 24 congregations. 
There were 15 d ifferent speakers in the prog ram of which only two were 

Americans. 

Austin, Texas, March 10, 19RJ 
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Biblical I [literacy 

We are the people who say we go by the Bible. We 
have no creed but Christ, no book but the Bible. Our 
battle cry is "back to the Bible." We speak where the 
Bible speaks. We insist that there is but one Bible. 

All t hat is good provided we are as zealous as we 
claim to be in learning what the Bible teaches our
selves. We never cease to be amazed at the biblical H
literacy of our people. We wonder if it is not brought 
about by our dependence upon pulpit sermons and a 
f orty minute weekly bible school. If all the Bible knowl
edge one has is what he gets from attending Sunday 
school and listening to a twenty-five minute sermon he 
will die a spiritual bankrupt. 

As much as we brag about being Bible based and Bible 
centered, our people ought to have a Ph.D. in Bible. Yet, 
the average student who attends bible school regularly 
for a full year gets only four days of twelve hours each 
per year of Bible. That isn't enough. No parent would 
expect his child to learn math or science on four days a 
year . 

We, at best, are concerned too much with just today, 
and are not col)cerned with what kind of faith our chil
dren and grandchildren have. We think home Bible 
study is something you have to make converts among 
the heathen. Churches of Christ could do well to pro
mote real home Bible study in which a family studied 
the Bible together on a regular basis. There is no sub
stitute for hours and hours of diligent study of the 
text. We could do more to stop the sin of divorce by 
putting on a campaign in a ll the churches to implement 
real home Bible sudy than by all the preaching we may 
do. 

"Sunday school" is over 200 years old. We must admit 
that it is doing little to equip fathers and mothers to be 
God's people. It is not providing families with resource 
materials. The strength of the church lies in its equip
ping families to cope with the spiritual .ignorance of 
their children. There is no better way to get parents in
volved in the lives of their children than by regular 
study together in t he Word of God. We had just as well 
concede that the Bible school will never do that. 

Don't misunderstand us. We believe in Bible school. 
It is a wonderful thing. But it is not the ultimate tool. 
And relying on it to give children the training they 
need is like leaning on a bruised reed. When Christian 
parents become preoccupied with material things, and 
two-income-families leave little time for the most im
portant responsibility parents have-that of training 
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up a child in the way it should go-we ought to begin 
trying to tum things around. 

It is our opinion that our Sunday schools, or Bible 
schools, or whatever you want to call them, badly need a 
complete overhaul. The system as it is isn't working too 
well. Let us ask the teacher reading this a question: Do 
you really know whether any learning took place last 
Sunday in your Bible class? Do you have any way of 
ascertaining whether any learning is taking place? Does 
your Bible school provide any opportunity to measure 
the amount of learning-if any-that is taking place? 
No other educational system on earth is run the way 
we run the average bible school. It seems to us that we 
may need professional experts more keenly in this area 
than in the pulpit. · 

We walk our students through both testaments two or 
three times in their lifetimes, giving them a discon
nected, birds-eye glimpse of isolated characters and hap
penings, and depend almost entirely upon that to mold 
their character and make their lives an imitation of 
Jesus Christ. Do we really expect to succeed? 

What we are actually doing is bringing to adulthood a 
generation of children who can tell you about every 
movie star and television personality, but do not know 
whether the Joseph who was betr othed to Mary was the 
same Joseph whose brothers sold him down into Egypt. 
Their mores are determined more by Beatie music than 
by angel's songs. We freely grant that there ar e excep
tions, and that in some congregations this is not true, 
but any knowledgeable person has dealt with enough 
foolish and ignorant questions to know that it is true 
in entirely too many places. If there were ever an area 
where we need some innovative thinking and some far 
reaching vision it is in the area . of our teaching 
ministry. 

We need some drastic dreams. We ought to envision 
millions of well equipped Christians who know how to 
use the sword of the spirit. Our leaders must articulate 
the course and motivate the people to move in the di
rection of more meaningful Bible knowledge. If they 
don't, our people will experience Chr-istianity through a 
church which offer s a shortchanged spirituality and no 
standard of authenticity against which to measure the 
false claims of our age. 
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Rec~mtly Christian singles have been s ingled out for special 
attent1on by the church. Classes, seminars, retreats, and work
shops a1·e geared to deal with the unique problems of this special 
group. These unmarried Christians are encouraged to share their 
frustratio?s, analyze their psychological problems, and relate 
to other sm~le~. They ca.n voice complaints about neglect by the 
~hur~ and ms1st that smgles must be provided wilh programs 
m wh1ch they too can serve God. 

The poor single does not fit in with married Christians. They 
do not understand his peculiar set of circumstances. He becomes 
a sort of freak, an individual .defined and limited by his marital 
status. In fact, his role as "a single" almost overshadows hls 
role as a Christian. 

The. s in? les. ministry points up the sad truth of compart
mentahzatJ~n .m the church . No longer is a congregation made 
up ~f Chr1st1ans, but of young people, singles, young pro
fessiOnals,. young marrieds, old marrieds, senior citizens, etc. 
These var1ous groups may meet together for worship, sometimes 
not even then, but there all association ends. As their needs are 
'~~~ly different, each group has its own minister to an·ange ac
tl~ltles and solve problems. F ew cross the boundary lines. Few 
WISh to. 

Why has this situation of segregation in the church developed? 
What has brought about t his unfortunate state of affail·s? Per
haps the church of our Lord has forgotten its purpose. We are 
not a social agency providing for the needs of displaced persons. 
We are not a Y.l\I.C.A . providing recreation, howe\·er whole
so.me, fot· ~oung people. We are not a counseling clinic for those 
w1th emotiOnal and psychological problems. We are not a civic 
club promoting projects and providing gimmicks for increased 
membership and participation. 

We arc a .family unit.ed in Christ to save souls and to glol'ify 
the Father m our every word and deed. We are a distinctive 
people, set apart, with the New Testament, not denominational 
antics, as our guide. 

Perhaps we have forgotten our pattern. We have substituted 
p~sitive thinking and contemporary concerns for study of the 
B1ble. And slowly, gradually, imperceptibly we have been in
filtrated by ideas and practices from t hose about us. 

Elders have turned over t hei r duties of guiding and watching 

Of Steeples 
and Wedges 
G INA HERRING 

the flock to a hierarchy of ministers ranging from the resident 
pulpit man to the ambiguous minister of involvement. Preachers 
have bowed to apathetic, unthinking cont:regations who want 
sho1t, simple, entertaining, relevant talks and no disturbance 
of the status quo. Parents have left the spiri t ual guidance of 
their children to youth ministers who provide the Christian 
recreation and companionship which parents will not take the 
time a nd trouble to provide themselves. Teachers have f a iled to 
recognize that only lessons from God's holy scriptures can offer 
solutions for grief, depression, lonelinesss, inferiority, and guilt. 

The tendency to compartmentalize is a strange paradox. While 
more and more churches stress the importance of the family, 
various departments and programs separate the family. Children 
attend a children's Bible hour, teenagers " retreat" with hired 
chaper ones, and parents attend zone meetings and seminars 'vith 
others facing "mid-life crises." 

Compartmentalization must weaken rather t han strengt hen 
the bond between Christians. How can the older direct a nd teach 
the younger as PauJ admonishes? How can the body function 
except its members work together? And ca1Tied to its e.xtreme, 
this s ituation can have such dangerous outgrowths as a recent 
movement in which a group within a congregation isolates 
themselves from the elders' oversight and from "less dedicated" 
members. 

Christians are all united a nd made equal in Christ. Yet never 
before have the responsibil ities and needs of Christians been so 
divided according to age or circumstance. Never before has a 
single person, for instance, been made to feel that his situation 
is unusual or his problems so manifold. Christians, as God would 
have them to be, are always the same. Why then, must the 
church now invent special programs of service and sustenance 
for various age or interest groups? 

The first century church "continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers." In Christianity they all could forget rank and race 
and serve God together, whether male or female, bond or free, 
Jew or Gentile. 

Wnen we assemble for worship as Christians, all differences 
in rank, role or situation in life are abolished. There, as nowhere 
else, we no longer need be labelled as married or single, young 
Ot' old, rich or poor, educated or uneducated, but simply as Chris
tians, all with the same duty-service to God; all with the same 
need-salvation of our souls. 

Columbia Garden Apartments C-24, Columbia, Tennessee 38401 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Knowledg·e and Life 
0. H. TABOR 

We can have no doubt that a certain kind of knowledge is 
necessary in order for one to have eternal life for Jesus said in 
his prayer, "Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent" (John 
17:3). If one's eternal life depends upon a perfect knowledge 
of God then there could be no salvation. We know, however, that 
he knows us perfectly well. The psalmist said, "thou art ac
quainted with all my ways; for there is not a word in my 
tongue, but lo, 0 Lord, thou knowest it altogether." One said, 
"He readest the secrets of every heart and telleth the number of 
the stars." It is wonderful that we can know him at all. 

The greatest minds are baffled in studying the works of God. 
It seems that the more man finds out about his works the 
deeper becomes the mysteries of his creation. It is said that King 
Hiero asked the philosopher Simoni des, "Who is God?" The wise 
man asked for a day to reflect and to prepare an answer. Find
ing this time insufficient, he asked for a week, and then a year. 
But time and meditation brought no light and the question went 
unanswered. 

The mirror of nature as Paul mentions in his letter to the 
Romans, gives a clear image of God but not complete. He said, 
"Since what may be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the 
world God's visible qualities-his eternal power and divine na
ture-have been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that men are without excuse." 

But his revelation furnishes the clearest view and is sufficient 
for aU man needs to know in order to have life. The revelation 
shows Christ as the perfect image of God. When we have once 
seen God in his dear Son, we recognize his presence everywhere 
and in all things. It is the highest knowledge which awakens the 
highest aspirations of man that has been shown in Christ. 

We can know very little about Jesus before his incarnation and 
we know very little about him as he now reigns in glory for such 
knowledge is too wonderful: However, we have the beautiful life 
of Jesus for our study and to see him in his earthly person causes 
us to become acquainted with him in a very personal sense. Jesus 
Christ, is by far, the most interesting figure in history. He is 
truly the most challenging character who ever lived on earth. 
When one sees the humanity of Jesus one feels very startled at 
what he said and what he did but one also feels that he comes 
to know him. When we open the Old Testament we get a view of 
Jesus through the prophets. He is there, the "seed of Abraham"; 
The "mighty one of Jacob" I sa. 60:16; The "Lion of the tribe of 
Judah." The "Messiah of Daniel"; The "Shepherd of David"; 
The "Immanuel of Isaiah," and the "Sun of righteousness" of 
Malachi. 

When we open the New Testament we get a view of his hu
manity. There is a tendency to think of Jesus as different from 
human beings. It is easy to forget what he had to face; trial, 
temptation, heartaches, loneliness, weariness of body, but he 
faced them all as any human being. He was born of a poor 
virgin, in a manger, in a little town. He was reared in a hated 
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city, worked in Joseph's wood shop and knew what it meant to 
get bruises and splinters and to become weary, hungry and 
thirsty. He began as other boys and grew, learned, played, de
pended upon his mother to soothe his hurts. He learned valuable 
lessons such as submission, meekness, patience, obedience. He 
learned from nature about grass, flowers, fowls, animals and 
used these in his illustrations. He learned about mixing dough, 
patching garments, and from farmers he learned about soil, 
seed, weeds, wheat, tares and harvest and used all these in his 
parables. Jesus had friends and loved them dearly. He was 
touched when others sorrowed. He cared when he saw suffering 
and he was very sensitive to pain of body and soul. He often 
wept with people and he sometimes groaned with agony. He 
knew the salty taste of pain. He had a body in which every 
nerve racked with agony and anguish while on the cross. 

Jesus was beautiful in his manhood. He was a man who was 
very calm and relaxed. He could meet the problems of life with 
ease. When before the Pharisees, the laWYers and Pilate and 
during the days of the gathering storm it stood calm with no 
sign of wavering. He was a man of great courage, he spoke with 
confidence and conviction. He was unafraid to speak the truth. 
He was a man of deep sympathy and some of his greatest works 
were done among the lost, outcasts, hungry, weak and poor. He 
always showed that he cared. Jesus was a man of deep sincerity. 
Every duty to him was a religious duty. To him it was just as 
religious to help someone as to pray in the temple. The record 
of his life is given in these few words, "He went about doing 
Good." He was a man who could love deeply. He was never 
shallow in his love and showed he could love the strangest and un
lovable people. He was always busy preaching, in the sun and in 
the rain, in the heat and in the cold, on the mountains, and in 
the valleys, on the shores and on the ships, in the town and in 
the country and mostly on lessons of faith, forgiveness and 
obedience. 

Jesus was a man who could see good in people and 
knew how to bring that goodness out. He was a man who was 
lovely as he lived with good people and they wanted to be near 
him to see his good deeds and hear his words or encouragement. 
To know Jesus means more than just to know some things about 
him. 

It is possible to know about him in every detail recorded 
and still not know him as Paul longed to know. The difference be
tween "knowing a person" and "knowing about a person" must 
never be forgotten. We may know a great deal about a person 
whose acquaintanceship we never acquire. We may, in the same 
way, know a great deal about Christ; we may be erudite, schol
arly theologians; and yet if we do not "know him" as our in
comparable acquaintance, our Saviour, our best friend, all will 
be vain. Paul got acquainted with Jesus and cultivated that 
friendship by prayer, meditation, and cooperation in work. "This 
is life eternal to know him, to be acquainted with him, the only 
true God and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." To kcow him 
is to love him and obey him and live, "in him" as a "new crea
ture" (2 Cor. 5:17). 
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The One Word Which Everyone Wants To Hear 
-But Everyone's Afraid To Say 

NEIL GALLAGHER 

"Perfect love casts out fear" (I John 1:18). A chameleon, 
you know, is the sleazy lizard who changes color to blend into 
surroundings. On the hot plains of a sandy-brown desert, he 
becomes sandy brown; in the tangled center of a glistening-green 
bush, he becomes glistening-green; and in the hollow of a steel
grey rock, he becomes steel-grey. 

He changes his color because he is afraid. He is afraid to 
stand out. He wants to blend in so that no one will notice him. 
He is afraid to look different. 

Check it out. 
America is a nation of chameleons. People are afraid to be 

different. They wish to blend into American culture. They are 
afraid to stand out. We are a nation more viciously enslaved and 
exploited by fear than any slave was on the cruelest planta
tion. Everyone is afraid. 

Parents are afraid to tell their children "No!." Teachers are 
afraid to tell their students "No!." Teen-agers are afraid to tell 
their friends "No." Doctors are afraid to tell their abortion
seeking patients "No!." Mates are afraid to tell addicted mates 
"No!." Elders and preachers are afraid to say "No!." 

Parents are afraid to tell their children "No!" "Can I start to 
smoke?" "Yuh ... may as well. Well, y' know what I mean, she'll 
probably start sometime." And so the daughter begins her death 
march to lung-cancer. On the way, she picks up marijuana smok
ing. Because Mommy or Daddy were afraid to say "No!." They 
were afraid to love them enough to say "No." Unlike the promise 
of I John 4:18, they had more fear than love concerning their 
daughter. 

"Can I have a TV in my room ... Ricky and Doug do. All my 
friends do, 'cept me. You never let me do anything!" 

"O.K. O.K. O.K. Can't keep 'em sheltered all their lives, you 
know. Besides, they'd probably sneak behind my back and watch 
it at someone's house." 

All these dozens of weak words-just because the mother or 
father is afraid to say "no." They do not love son or daughter 
enough to say "No!." 

So, now the son or daughter has a seductive room-companion 
.•. a TV, the plug-in drug. They learn that "happiness" is look 
sexy, ta,lk tough, and use people. Because Mom and Dad were 
afraid to say "No!." 

"Can I stay home from church or Bible class this morning?" 
"Look, I'm one of these guys," says the parent, "who believes that 
children should not be forced to go to church or Bible school. 
Let 'em choose God or no-God ... whatever .•. when they get 
older." 

In the meantime, the parent forces them to go to school every
day. He does not say, "Look when my kid gets oider, I'll let him 
choose if he wants to go to school or not. Let him make up his 
own mind if he wants to read or write." 

He insists his son or .daughter go to school and learn spelling, 
arithmetic and geography. But he does not insist his son or 
daughter go to Bible class, Sunday morning, Sunday night and 
Wednesday night. All because he's afraid to say "No--you 
cannot miss Bible class.'' 

Teachers are afraid to ten their students "No." At nine in the 
mornfng or two in the afternoon, students stumble into class 
reeking of beer or marijuana. Teachers are afraid to put them 
out, saying "No ... you cannot come to class that way." 

They are afraid to be unpopular with the student. They are 
afraid to be unpopular with the principal. They are afraid to lose 
a job. 

But, if all teachers turned on their courage and said "No," 
they'd win. And schools would improve overnight. And students 
would stop being nursed in destructive habits. 

Teen-agers are afraid to ten their friends "No." Sammy Hall 
told the story of one sixteen year old afraid to say "No." Sammy 
was there and saw it. "Chicken ... Chiiick .. ennn! ! ! chug-a-lug 
it ... betcha' can't do it ... chickenn ... " 

So, the sixteen year old took the fifth of whiskey, pressed it to 
his lips, snapped his head back and chug-a-lugged it. Like a 
ladder kicked from a building, he slammed to the floor. White, 
frothy saliva bubbled from his lip. He was cold. He was hard. 
He was dead. Because he was afraid to say "No!." 

"Ow ... c'mon," says the college stud who uses his genitals for 
his brains, "c'mon we'll just park ... or go to my room •.• for a 
little while." 

And she's afraid to say "No." She's afraid to be unpopular. 
She's afraid she won't get a date again. She goes. For the next 
two hours, she fights off his clawing hands. Or, she submits and 
wastes her virginity. Because she's afraid to say "No." 

Doctors and nurses are afraid to say no to their clients de
manding an abortio~. They are araid they will lose money. They 
are afraid they will be called a "Chauvinist pig." They give in 
to the cliche. "Well, if you don't do the abortion, -they'll get it 
with a coat hanger in a back alley." Fear painted over their eyes, 
they fail to see how others use this argument for drugs-at-wiU: 
"You may as well seii heroin over the store counter because 
they'll get the dirty stuff in back alleys, if you don't." 

Elders and preachers are afraid to say "No" to the flock en
trusted to them. They are afraid to say "No, you can't be a 
member of our church family if you willfully neglect Bible 
study and worship." Rather, we let it go on and on for years. 
Brother Smith and Brother Jones show up Sunday morning for 
worship. That's aU. 

No sickness or job involved. No mitigating circumstances. Just 
indifference and neglect. Loving their Sunday A.M. paychecks 
and our buddy-buddy relationships, we are afraid to say, "No, 
you can't be a member of this church as long as you willfully 
neglect Bible Study, Sunday P.M. and Wednesday P.M. ser
vices." Some brethren in our churches are openly condemnatory, 
gossipy or vulgar. They publicly insult a mate, a neighbor or a 
fellow Christian. 

We are afraid to ask for their open repentance. We are afraid 
to be unpopular. We are afraid to tell them: "No, you can't 
attend here until you repent." 

"Perfect love casts out fear." When we love people-the 
tough love of Jesus Christ-we resist the fear of saying "No." 

This is the word everyone wants to hear-but no one wants 
to say, "No." It means: I LOVE you ENOUGH to say "Not." 
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DAN R. OWEN 

FellowshiR is a New Testament concept that is rarely under
stood and appreciated in our time. The modem notion that fel
lowship is a sandwich and a piece of pie after worship services 
is a tragic degeneration of a beautiful spiritual idea. It is the 
purpose of this article to explain the concept of Christian fellow
ship as it is set forth in the New Testament. 

Our study of Christian fellowship will be based on three New 
Testament words. The noun, KOINONIA, may be translated as 
fellowship, association, participation, contribution, communion, 
and several other possibilities. The verb, KOINONEO, may mean 
to share, to participate in, to take an interest in, to partake~ or 
to contribute. The noun, KOINONOS, describes a comparuon, 
partner, or sharer. The discussion to follow will cite only pas
sages in which these words occur. 

Fellowship is not necessarily related to spiritual things. James 
and John were "partners" in the fishing business with Simon 
(Luke 5:10). All human beings have fellowship or "share" in 
flesh and blood (Heb. 2 :14). By their godless deeds the Pharisees 
and scribes became "partakers" with their fathers in the blood 
of the prophets (Matt. 23 :30). We may be "partakers" in evil 
deeds or in other men's sins if we do not exercise caution (1 
Tim.. 6:22; 2 John 11). We have fellowship any time we share 
or participate in anything. 

When the word fellowship is used with a spiritual intent it 
describes all of the wonderful things in which Christians par
ticipate. Fellowship in our participation in relationships between 
ourselves and God, and between ourselves and others who are in 
Christ. 

Christians have fellowship wih God. We associate with God in 
a way that is not possible for alien sinners. We have fellowship 
with God because we have fellowship with God's Son. The blood 
of his Son cleanses our sin which previously separated us from 
the Father (1 John 1:7). We preach the gospel to others so that 
they "might have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ" (1 John 1:3). We 
cannot continue in association with God and with sin at the same 
time (1 John 1:6). Those who have fellowship with the Father 
and the Son have fellowship with the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14; 
Phil. 2:1). The Spirit of God dwells in his people, strengthening 
them and interceding for them. What a joy it is to know that 
human beings can enjoy intimate association with divinity! As 
we continue in fellowship with God we actually become "par
takers" of his divine nature (2 Pet. 1 :4). 

The Lord's Supper is a fellowship meal. The cup of blessing 
is a "communion" of the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). We 
share the fruit of the vine with other Christians. In sharing the 
fruit of the vine we graphically depict our common share in the 
cleansing blood. The bread which we break is a "communion" of 
the body of Christ (1 Cor. 16:16). We share the bread with 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In this act we demonstrate our 
common share in the body of Christ which was sacrificed for our 
sins. Thus, the Lord's Supper is a meaningful depiction of our 
common participation in the body and blood of our sacrificed 
Savior. 
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Christians have fellowship in physical things as well as in 
spiritual things. The Jerusalem Christians continuetl steadfast
ly in fellowship (Acts 2:42). They sold their possessions and 
goods and had all things common. The Gentile Christians gladly 
shared their physical things with the Jewish Christians who had 
shared the gospel with them (Rom. 15:26-27; 2 Cor. 8:4; 9:13). 
The inspired writers commanded the first century believers to 
share their goods with all who had need (Rom. 12:18; Heb. 
13 :16). Christians had fellowship with preachers of the gospel 
by supplying their physical needs (Phil. 4:15; Gal. 6:6). They 
shared with the preachers gladly, knowing that in so doing they 
had fellowship in the preaching of the gospel (Phil. 1 :6). 

Christians have fellowship in the sufferings of Christ. We 
are the body of Christ. Christ not only suffered on Golgotha, 
but continues to suffer when his church is persecuted. Thus, 
when we are persecuted for the faith, we have the exalted privi
lege of participating in the sufferings of the suffering Christ 
(1 Pet. 4:13; Phil. 3:10; 2 Cor. 1:7). 

Christians have fellowship in the work of the Lord. Paul 
called Philemon his "partner," (Philem 17). He referred to Titus 
as his "partner and fellow-worker," (2 Cor. 8:23). Fellowship is 
working together i~ the kingdom. 

Christians have fellowship in the glory that awaits the faith
ful (1 Pet. 5:1). What a joy to know that we who share the 
work of God, our possessions, our association with God, the 
blood of Christ, and the sufferings of Christ will also share our 
great reward. 

To extend the "right band of fellowship" means a great deal 
indeed (Gal. 2:9). When we extend that hand to another Chris
tian we grasp a brother or a sister, one who shares God and all 
of his blessings with us! What a shame it ·is to degenerate the 
beautiful concept of fellowship to sandwiches and games! This 
only reflects our worldliness and our lack of spirituality. Let us 
thank God every day for our spiritual fellowship. Let us give 
our lives in spreading the good news so that the lost of this 
world "might have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." 

1930 St. James, Vernon, TX 76384 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav· 
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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Church Growth Series (3) 

Declining Membership 
GERALD PADEN 

In the preceding article we began to 
look at evidence on the congregational 
level that confirms the stance of decline in 
our brotherhood. In this and the next ar
ticle we want to finish the presentation of 
the evidence from other areas of church 
life. Then hopefully we will be ready to get 
down to the causes of and solutions to the 
problems facing us. 

Chart 2 shows the fluctuation and con
stant decline in over-all membership in 
long established churches. The study used 
here is from a medium-size urban church 
in Texas. Its patterns are quite common 
to southern Bible-belt churches. The de
cline is not due to a population shift or 
drop in the city; rather the city shows a 
gradual increase in residents. The simple 
fact is that the congregation is declining. 

In the October 11, 1977 issue of the Firm 
Foundation, Bro. Lynn Rhodes of Wichita 
Falls reported on a piece of research done 
by Jerry Jackson on the churches in that 
city. Jerry had surveyed the attendance 
figures in all city churches over a 15 year 
period. Lynn reports these facts: 
"He found that in 1961, five congrega
tions had a combined average attendance 
of 1,699. In 1976, the same churches were 
averaging only 1,577, including an av
erage of 250 bus riders. To get a true 
picture of the number of active mem
bers, it is necessary to delete those 250 
bus riders, as there were no bus riders 
in 1961. The figures show a decline of 
22% in the number of active members 
over this 15 year period. However, the 
population of the city has increased 
slightly during the same time span." 

Stich seems to be the case in the congrega
tion studied in chart 3, and in many others 
across our brotherhood. 

CHART 2 
ATTENDANCE RECORD 

(10 YEAR GRAPH) 
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Immediately evident in the congregation 
is its downward slip. What may not ap-

pear on the surface is the predictable en
counter of this church with extinction. 
This congregation has a Decadal Decline 
Rate (DDR =the percentage of member
ship drop in ten years) of 16% if we look 
at the total period. If we judge the lon
gevity of the church from this perspective, 
it has a life expectancy of about 35 years. 
If we take the more rapidly declining fig
ures of the last five years, then its col
lision with extinction is only 26 years from 
the 1972 date from which the study began. 
This means that the 370 member church 
will disappear in just under 18 years! 
And will the last person out please turn 
out the lights. (That last statement is made 
to dramatize just how serious our plight 
is.) It is easy to see that this congregation 
cannot stand three more decades of such 
numeric loss. Of course these predictions 
are based on the assumption that the 
trends of today will continue into the fu
ture. 

But Why? 
We know that the church must replace 

itself in every generation with new con
verts. We literally experience what 
Rachel emotionally felt when she said to 
Jacob: "Give me children, or I shall die!" 
(Gen. 30:1). When God's people quit giv
ing the church "new births,'' then His 
people go into extinction in direct propor
tion to their sterility. 

Churches in larger urban centers often 
maintain an appearance of growth because 
of transfers from dying rural churches. 
But that process can go on only for so 
long as there are rural churches left to 
feed the city church.. And transfers can be
come like the sword of Matt. 26:52: they 
that live by transfers shall die by trans
fers. It works well as long as there are 
people migrating to city churches. If we 
depend on migration alone and ignore the 
need for constant evangelization, we are 
only biding time with disaster. 

Even with transfers the brotherhood 
does not grow, only congregations. One 
does not get richer by shifting his money 
from one pocket to another. In large 
metropolitan areas such shifting is con
fused with growth, and may become a mo
tive for congregational competition and 
boasting. In the long run it seems to cause 
more harm than good, because it more fre
quently than not depends upon the dy
namics of the preacher rather than the 
power of the Word of God in the lives of 
the members. 

Attendance Patterns 
From chart 2 it is easy to discover an 

engrained brotherhood pattern, for the 
chart not only shows the drop in member
ship, it also shows the separation between 
actual attenders and the potential. We 
talk about "attendance" patterns. But 
much of what is evident could more prop
erly be called "non-attendance" patterns. 
The total church family presents the 
potential number of atten.ders at any given 
serVice of the church. But the evident 
separation between the potential and the 
actual attenders cannot go unnoticed. 
And the separation becomes more critical 
as great slices of members are non
participating in Bible study and Sunday 
evening worship activities. 

Chart 3 offers the picture that is re
peated in congregation after congregation 

across the land. It contains the same data 
presented in chart 2, but is processed and 
plotted differently to gain further infor
mation. Using the church directory to get 
an exact head-count of the baptized be
lievers and their unbaptized children, we 
get what is called the "total church 
family." And that is the potential number 
of units available for each service. There 
will naturally be some illness from week 
to week, and there are a few shut-ins in 
each congregation. But such cases can 
hardly be the cause of the absenteeism re
corded in chart 3. If that were the only 
reason for the absences on Lord's Day 
morning, then the figures would remain 
more or less constant for the rest of the 
week. 

480 

440 

CHART 8 

ATTENDENCE PERCENTAGES 
19t;7 -1971 

Positive Participation 42% 

Negative Particlpation ~ 

200 
Absent 
39.5% 

276 331 
Absent Absont 
54.5% 65.4% 

356 
Absent 
70.3% 

Since we are dealing with a five year 
period, the percentages discovered reveal 
the established, settled pattem of the 
church. 

Observations _ 
In this congregation almost 40% of the 

people on the roll never darken the doors. 
Their habit is as critical as when the 
book of Hebrews was written. Then the 
members had developed the "custom" of 
"forsaking our common assemblies" ( Heb. 
10:25). To "forsake" is a stronger word 
in the Greek than "neglect.'' For "forsake" 
means to abandon, or to desert, according 
to Thayer. Some 200 units associated in 
name with this church have no commit
ment to Christ, to worship, to Bible study 
or to the church. And that would be a 
rather large congregation in some areas of 
the States. They are not only anti-Sunday 
school-they are anti-everything. 

Then, of those who do come to worship 
on Lord's Day morning, some 43% of them 
are one-time-worshippers only. That 
brings the absenteeism from the evening 
worship to over 65% of the potential. Well 
over half of the congregation does not en
gage in formal Bible study on Lord's Day. 
And it is a very logical assumption that 
they have no informal Bible study at home 
during the week. Then over 50% of those 
who do worship Lord's Day morning do not 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Personal Choice 
Abortion is just another word for death. 

Whether deliberate or not the results are 
the same. Two positions have emerged
"Abortion on demand" and "The Right to 
life." 

According to the supreme cou~the 
highest law of the land, abortion is just a 
matter of perscmal choice. Life for the un
born no longer holds the position of honor 
and protection, but it now is in the broad 
area of human choice or judgment. The 
changing attitude toward crime in gen
eral continues on the downward slide. The 
victim is often ignored while the criminal 
clamors for his/her rights. · 

Suicide is a Personal Choice 
Few people elect this form of demise 

when someone still loves them. Yet even 
this last fatal judgment of the mind is 
not just a "personal choice" when it di
rectly involves others. To "pull ones own 
plug" in the twilight of life is hardly com
pared to a plane hijacker who threatens 
himself and many others on board. 

Abortion is a personal choice that in
volves more than the one making it. In 
America alone, a million babies were 
"aborted" in the last 5 years. What kind 
of "personal choice" is it when I decide to 
end the life of another person? Such de
cision was not based on a threat to the 
mother's life or was the pregnancy the re
sult of rape or abuse. Deformity or disease 
are not involved in the vast majority of 
"wasting these lives." A personal choice 
was! 

Murder is a personal choice 
Abortion is death and the choosmg of 

death is made by one person for another. 
This law in principle reads, "It is my per
sonal choice (judgment) to choose death 
for you." When murder is committed, one 
(the murderer) chooses death for another 
(victim). They bury the victim and the 
murderer is punished. 

Aborting a fetus is not the same kind of 
murder. Yet in principle, they are identi-

JACK EXUM 

cal. "I choose death for you!!" Is abortion 
really a matter of "personal choice?" 

My little friend 
I am writing this short article while 

flying to a weekend appointment. There is 
a passenger on board that did not pay for 
his fare. I offered to pay it for him but 
they refused. He is sitting in the seat next 
to me. He reclines in somewhat of a 
mystical "praying hands" position. He is 
so small he sits unnoticed. His mother is 
not here. He has never spoken a word. He 
doesn't cry. His father is alive today, some
where on the earth. A friend gave him to 
me to care for. Lunch will be served in a 
few moments, yet he will not eat. He once 
had a very strong appetite--but no more. 
He didn't lose it, it was taken from him. 

He will never again swim with aban
doned pleasure in the fluids of this 
mother's womb. She did not love him. He 
is in limbo. His cry was never heard. 

His "personal choice" to live was cast 
aside. He was not made a "ward of the 
court" but to the contrary all protections 
were removed from him. He was one of the 
five million who have been wasted by a 
culture that places a "low self-image on 
life." 

The very doctors who took the vow to 
preserve life, deliberately destroyed his. 
He was not sucked out of the womb in 
small bits and pieces much like a garbage 
disposal discharges waste. He was one of 
the elite who was poisoned with a saline 
solution. He did not drink it willingly, nor 
out of a tub in Guyana. It was injected 
into his little world. 

Now he sits-quiet and still. He is kept 
inside a special container-hidden from 
the eyes of the living. Atrocities of any 
given generation happen-yet none seems 
to be aware of them. 

We're making our descent into New 
York City. This could have been his home
town, for more of his relatives were 
aborted here last year than were born 
alive. I dare not remove him from his 

Dealing with Needs-Perceived and Real WILLIAM C. SEXTON 

Often the Christian is faced with frus
tration and anxiety-being unsure of how 
to approach a problem relative to other 
people. They are many different types of 
people--some very much aware of having 
missed the mark, sinned, and are in need 
of God's grace. There are others, however, 
who have had a "religious experience," 
which they believe to be a NEW BIRTH, 
and yet the bible student knows that the 
person has NOT submitted to the teach
ings of the New Testament. 

How does one deal effectively with that? 
Such deserve much prayer and consid

eration, I believe, for each child of God. 
It is extremely hard to deal with, without 
coming across as an egotist, one feeling 
that he/she is "better than others," etc. 
Perhaps, regardless of just how careful 
and humble one really is, some will judge 
a person who points to the New Testament 
way of becoming a Christian as THE 
ONLY WAY as being 'self-righteous," and 
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judgmental. Yet, the faithful child of 
God must be sure that he/she· is not 
boastful, proud, etc. and go ahead: stand 
his/her ground, pointing to and holding 
up the scriptures, asking people to study. 

We need to understand that we are not 
the FIRST nor the ONLY ones to ever 
face this problem. It is common, standing 
out through the centuries, as the history 
of mankind unfolds. 

Think of Noah having to tell a com
unity of men and women that they had to 
get into the ark to be saved by God. Does 
not Peter point to the likeness of Noah 
and us? When we look at the time and 
preaching of Noah and see the number 
saved, should we be overcome by discour
agement when we see "few" people submit 
their lives to God? 

Like Noah, Jeremiah had to present his 
people with a message that they did not 
want to hear! They had transgressed the 

(Continued on page 12) 

hiding place. He would strike fear in the 
hearts of all the passengers. 

His conception was a personal choice 
and so was his death. He was a legai 
"homicide" yet never threatened anyone 
with harm. He may have been another 
Einstein or Edison. 

He is silent yet so eloquent. 
He is naked and defenseless, yet he at
tacks us-reminds us--shames us! 
We fear him for we have failed to love 
him. We hide from him yet there is no 
place. · 
Everyone is departing. Look at them
hugging loved ones, sweethearts em
bracing. 
My little friend? His life stopped at 20 

weeks yet he is perfectly formed. Weight 
-about a half pound. 

On his grave is placed the saying, 
"Cold is my grave 

But 0 I love it, 
For colder were 

my friends above it" 
"Personal choice?" We've heard from 

the living. Perhaps now we should listen 
to the .dead. 
P.O. Box 482, Royston, Ga. 30662 

You're Special DAVID BOSWELL 

Do you ever stop and think you're spe
cial? You are, because God loves you. In 
fact all of mankind is really something 
special in the eyes of God. Peter tell~ us 
when angels sinned and fell God didn't 
give them a second chance. But God saw 
something in man. God loves man so much 

. that when man fell, he already had a plan 
to redeem him. The wonderous plan of 
salvation is just for man! 

Why is man so special to God? 
Man is special because he is the highest 

order of God's creation. The Bible teaches 
that man is unique from everything else 
God created. God created man in his own 
image. Evolution teaches man is nothing 
more than an ape who made good! Per
haps this is why there are so many prob
lems in the world today. Man just doesn't 
realize how very special he is. If man felt 

.better about himself, I'm sure the world 
would be a better place to live. 

Man is very special because the two 
most powerful beings in the universe, 
God and Satan, want our allegiance. 
Everything both God and Satan do is to 
try and win man. There is a big difference 
hqwever. God wants to help man, while 
Satan wants to destroy man. 

Mankind must be special because of the 
price Goq had to pay to buy man out of 
the depths of sin. Even though it was man 
who turned his back on God, even though 
man doesn't really deserve the grace of 
God, it was God who painfully sent his 
only Son to die a terrible death on that 
cruel cross. Christ died so guilty man 
could live. Man is just that special in the 
eyes of God. 

If you're a Christian, you already know 
how much God cares for you. You can 
really be happy in Christ! If you're not a 
Christian you can become one today. 
You're the special creation of God and 
God wants to save you. 
3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 
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Westward Ho-Sanna 
L.ATAYNE COL.VETT SCOTT 

Don't go to California. 
Don't go there to visit-you might be 

infected by some of the liberal attitudes 
there. And certainly you wouldn't want to 
raise your children there. 

I have been told these things by well
meaning Christians eyer sinc·e I came out 
of Mormonism into Christ's body almost 
seven years ago. Even as recently as last 
year, when my husband and I were dis
cussing long-term goals, as we often do, I 
mentioned that any transfers his com
pany might suggest should rule out Cali
fornia first of all. Our children's spiritual 
future, we had decided, was so important 
that we could not risk weakening any still
tender moral fiber by moving our family 
to a moral cesspool whose spiritual tem
perature hovered just below lukewarm. 
And from what we'd been told, California 
just about fit that description. 

Since the publication of my book, The 
Mormon Mirage (Zondervan), at the end 
of 1979, I have been asked to speak in vari
ous classes, and to autograph books. I 
was thrilled at the prospect of being able 
to go to the Soul-Winning Workshop in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

As I drove into the parking lot of the 
workshop, I felt the excitement mounting 
within me. How wonderful to be around 
thousands of my brothers and sisters. I 
walkeci in and sat down behind the small 
table prepared there for me which held 
stacks of my book. Behind it was a large 
poster which showed the cover of my 
book, along with the words, ''Meet the 
Author." 

The first person who came up to talk to 
me was a middleaged man whose nametag 
said he was from Tulsa. He peered over 
his glasses at me. 

"What is this?!" he sneered, pushing my 
book across the table to me with pudgy 
forefinger, as if the book were. contami
nated. 

I continued. "I'm a Christian-" 

"That's what you think!" he called 
back over his shoulder. 

After that, we added to the sign the 
words, "Now a Christian." (A woman 
asked me, "Yes, but are you a member of 
the Church of Christ?") Then we added, 
"Worshipping at Pennsylvania St. Church 
of Christ in Albuq".lerque, N.M." Another 
young woman with wrinkled brow asked, 
"Who is Pennsylvania Saint?!' 

We gave up adding to the sign. 
As more and more people began to 

visit the booth, there seemed to be less 
misunderstanding. Many people hugged 
me and told me how much they appreciated 
my work, and welcomed me as a sister. 

Sunday morning I went with my friend 
and my children to visit one of the 
largest congregations in Tulsa. The audi
torium was beautiful and the service was 
uplifting. And the members were so 
friendly, laughing and greeting and hug
ging-each other. When the services were 
over, I stood holding the hands of my two 
young children in the foyer. I kept trying 
to renew my smile as literally hundreds of 
people walked past us. Not one single per
son spoke to me or to my children. After 
about fifteen minutes we left. As we drove 
away, a man waved at us (I found out 
later that he recognized that we were 
strangers and wanted to ask us to eat at 
his home). But our first impression at 
least was not unlike the experience of 
being invisible. 

After these experiences it was not 
without serious qualms that I agreed to go 
to the Western States Winning Workshop 
held in Cypress, California. I would be 
travelling for the first time without my 
family, to an unfamiliar place where I . 
knew no one. But when I arrived only five 
minutes before my first lecture was to 

begin, there were more helping hands 
carrying my charts and baggage than I 
could count. Smiles, kisses, and welcomes 
abounded. 

As I signed books, I received encourage
ment and praise. (Only one person called 
the book "The Mormon Marriage," and 
the only criticism I received-and tried 
gracefully to handle-was from a Mormon 
employee of the college who happened to 
pass the booth.) The Bobo's, the young 
couple who owned the bookstore who had 
invited me to California, spoke affection
ately of the high-school-aged students in 
the church there. They told me of how 
some of these students from several con
gregations in the southern California area 
h.ad recently attended a stage presenta
tion of the play, "Barefoot in the Park." 
Their sponsors, who had seen the movie 
version of the drama, felt the play would 
be a good outing. But when about ten 
minutes into the first act one of the ac
tresses removed her blouse and continued 
on in her bra, all thirty-some-odd of those 
teenagers got up from their front-row 
seats and left-followed by their sponsors. 

So much for moral cesspools! 
The Imperial Highway congregation in 

Downey was warm and friendly to the 
strangers they saw us to be. In contrast
ing them to the church in Tulsa, I realized 
that I saw only a narrow cross-sampling 
from the east and from the west. And I 
knew that there is good and bad in every 
place. 

But I also recognize more than ever the 
value of the behavior of each individual. 
The kindness and hospitality of California 
saints would not have been so jarring a 
contrast to the behavior of Tulsans if just 
one person there had said, "Hi!" or "Are 
you a visitor?" 

Our love for each other is not a burden 
it is a joy. We meet together for fellowshi~ 
with old friends, but also to include the 
new. First Peter 4:9 tells us to be hos
pitable to one another without complaint. 

Can we ignore that in our meeting
houses and still call ourselves saints? 

Star Rt. Box 109 F, Tijeras, NM 87059 

"It's my book-about why I left Mor
monism," I responded, trying to smile. His 
attitude had caught me completely off 
guard. 

A New Tool To Follow Up on Bible Correspondence Courses 
The man's face fell. He had obviously 

thought I was still a Mormon. But he was 
determined to get in the last word as he 
walked away. "I don't know how anybody 
could be dumb enough to believe that 
stuff." 

The situation got worse. One wiry man 
walked up to the booth, his face working 
with emotion. He leaned over another per
son who was looking at the display (from 
a comfortable distance). 

"The Mormon Marriage!" he sputtered, 
misreading the title. "Oh, I know all about 
them Mormon marriages. Why, I just got 
through reading a book about a Mormon 
who got married, and while his wife was 
having a baby, he went out and got him 
another wife! Yeah, I know all about 
that!" 

"You don't understand ... " I began. The 
man started to walk away, making brisk 
sweeping motions with his arms crossed in 
front of him. 

HARVEY A. CHILDRESS 

Bible correspondence courses have been 
a useful tool in teaching God's word for 
many yea1·s. I have used them wherever I 
could, and they have done a lot of good. 

These courses should continue to be 
used, but now we have a new tool to use 
in following up on those who finish the 
course, and all indications are we will see 
more of them obey the gospel when it is 
used. 

In San Diego a 52 year old Jew finished 
an eight lesson course. When I took him a 
certificate he was not interested in be
coming a Christian. I had with me a man
uscript of a new work in progmmmed 
instruction called ".My WONDERFUL 
SALVATION.'' I asked this man if he 
would take this book and respond to it as 
he had the Bible course. He did, and when 
he finished the manuscript he wanted to 

be baptized into Christ. Further testing 
shows that "MY WONDERFUL SALVA
TION" is an effective way to follow up on 
Bible Correspondence Courses. 

The elders of one San Diego congrega
tion plan now to send a copy of "MY 
WONDERFUL SALVATION" to each 
one who takes their Bible correspondence 
course. This book, written in programmed 
instruction format, has a built-in motiva
tor for one to obey the gospel. 

"MY WONDERFUL SALVATION'' is 
a new tool that can be given to anyone 
who is not a Christian, but it will work 
extremely well with those who have taken 
a Bible correspondence course. You can 
order this book from the Firm Founda
tion, or buy it at a brotherhood bookstore 
for $1.00. This investment will pay divi
dends in saved souls. 
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Sixth Annual 

Mediterranean-Holy Land 
Lectureship Tours 

April 24-May 8, 1981 June 12-26, 1981 
October 9-23, 1981 

12 DAYS VISITING 
EGYPT, ISRAEL, GREECE 

• Cairo • Jerusalem 
• TelAviv • Masada 
• Nazareth • DeadSea 
• Tiberias • Jericho 
• Capemaum • Athens 
• Sea of Galilee • Corinth 

OPTIONAL CRUISE-4 DAYS 
VISITING GREECE, TURKEY 

• Athens • Patmos 
• Piraeus • Rhodes 
• Mykonos • Crete 
• Ephesus • Santorini 

YOUR TOUR DIRECTORS 
Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Marvin Phillips 
Dillard Thurman 
Doug La'!?'er 
Keith Robmson 
Frank Swaim 
Alvin Jennings 

Dr. Eugene Smith 
Bill D. Allen 
Roger Jeal 
Lawrence Williams 
John H. Cannon, Jr. 
Dr. Russell Squire 

I --------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 

Over 1300 
Happy Passengers 

Have Taken 
These Tours! 
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Fowler Tours 
13101 Preston Rd., #411 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
(214) 387·3081 

Mediterranean Holy Land 
Lectureship Tours 
April 24-May 8, 1981 
June 12·26, 1981 
October 9·23, 1981 

YES I'm interested! Please send free descriptive brochure. 

Name: ___________________________________ __ 

Address, ___________________ _ 

City ___________ State _____ Zip ___ _ 
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DECLINING MEMBERSIDP 
(Continued from page 7) 

come back to Bible study on Wednesday 
even. Yet, the 50% non-students of the 
Bible are oniy a part of the over-all prob
lem, for actually 70 % of the total potential 
church family is absent from Wednesday 
evening Bible study opportunities ! 

Would you do such a study on your home 
congregation over last week's attendance 
figures? If you do, then begin with the 
total church family and make your com
putations from that number. You will 
likely be surprised what you find! 

Positive/Negative Participation 
When we add the total number of mem

bers and children who attend all four as
semblies during the week we t hus get the 
Positive Participation figures. If we take 
t he number who do not attend each of the 
assemblies, we get the Negative Participa
tion figut·es. In t he church shown in chart 
3, there is only a 42 % positive and a 58% 
negative participation. And we wonder 
why the church is not growing ! 

The church cannot grow when its mem
bers are so evidently half-hearted in their 
devotions to God and so uninvolved in the 
study of his word. In the early church they 
"continued steadfastly in the apostle's doc
trine and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers." (Acts 2:42). 
Ther e has to be a relationship between 
such practice and the growth that fol
lowed : "And the Lord added to them day 
by day those that were saved" (Acts 2 :47) . 
Without devotion to God expressed in wor
ship, the members Jack the motivation to 
g lorify his name through the saving of 
souls. And without the knowledge of the 
Word of God, they would not h ave the 

"know-how" of soul saving, even if they 
had the motivation. 

The next article will deal with conver
sion and retention figures, as well as 
studies on our financial contributions and 
how the money is spent. 

Sunset School of P reaching, 3723-34th 
Str eet, Lubbock Texas 

FAIR DIRECTOR AVAILABLE 

Charles Davison, 309 E. Richardson, 
Tucson, AZ 8705 is reti red. He and his 
wife, Bessie, have developed u number of 
computer games and gadgets for teaching 
God's word t hroug h fairs. For the past 
eight years they have operated a booth at 
t he T exas State Fair in Dallas. Over 3,500 
were enrolled il1 Bible correspondence 
courses last year. They haul their equip
ment with them in their van and camp 
trailer. They would be g lad to hear from 
any congregation needing such help. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

r OR rREE CATAI.OOSCALLIOLL fliEE 

1-800·527 -8438 
T(li.S CAll COLlECT 21C-SI6-1S04 

OR WRITE 

• 

SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
BOX t JOB · • JACKSONVILLE TX 7!!766 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to he'lp you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Conness. $2.95 

- - - - - - - - Clilp a.nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Finn Foundation Publishing House 
Box 010, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious W01·kers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name 

Address 

CitY------------------------ State ____ ______________ Zip _______ _ 

SUNSET SOHOOL _OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Directo~728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 704.10 

1-806-702-5101 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton--<~ 11 carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove an hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
lnsura nr.e, retireme nt, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CH ILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plam offered only to workers in 

Chtwches of Christ 

~-----------------------· 
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DEALING WITH NEEDS
PERCEIVED AND REAL 

(Continued from page 8) 

law of God, yea: "my people have com
mitted two evils: they have forsaken me 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cistems, that 
hold no water." (Jer. 2:18). That message 
did not endear him to his listeners! He 
had to tell them to "stand ye in the ways 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls. (Jer. 6 :16) 
His feedback was: "We will not walk 
therein .•• We will not hearken." 

Jesus came to a nation that had been 
claiming to be governed by his Father, 
but they did riot recognize him nor would 

· they recei1ie him! When he told them that 
"truth" would make them "Free," they 
were offended at such a suggestion! They 
argued that they did not need the freedom. 
Their perception and their real need dif
fered greatly! 

Beloved, as we are disciples of the Lord 
who came and .died for an ungrateful 
people, including us, we'd better try hard 
all the days of our life to point people to 
Jesus who is the way, the truth and the 
life. One now and then will hear, believe, 
repent, ccmfess, and be baptized for the 
remission of sins. 

Let us all recognize that even though 
we have been born agailn, according to the 
scriptures, we may be offended, turned 
off, by someone approaching us with the 
idea that we are not following the scrip
tures in some aspect of our life. Let us 
calmly but seriously consider any attempt 
that one makes to show us how to respond 
more fully to the scriptural challenges. 
If after serious consideration and study of 
the scriptures, we determine that the at
tempt was not scripturally based, then let 
us point to that and NOT be angry but 

grateful that someone cared enough to 
try to move us in the path that they 
thought was RIGHT I 

Jesus issued a statement which I be
lieve is very pertinent to the problem that 
we are dealing with: "They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. But go ye and learn what that 
meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacri
fice: for I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

All men were and are in REAL NEED 
of his salvation. However, till one recog
nizes that he/she is in need and must re
pent, turning to God through the avenues 
he has provided, the message has little or 
no appeal. 
1987 Judson, Manhattan, Kansas 66507 

MEDICAL EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
IN HOUSTON 

Dr. Henry Farrar, Dr. Mark Karnes, 
Dr. Robert Whitaker, and Dr. Jeff Jones, 
all medical evangelists, will be featured in 
the third annual Medical Evangelism 
Seminar in Houston, March 14 and 15. 

The Northwest congregation will serve 
as host for the seminar, with the theme 
"The Compassionate Gospel." Medical pro
fessionals in all fields and students pre
paring for health related careers will find 
the seminar helpful in presenting oppor
tunities for service. 

For information and complete brochure 
write Northwest Church of Christ, 6720 
W. Tidwell, Houston, Texas, 77092, or call 
(718) 462-4687. 

~~;;d(j;d"-l 
r Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing i 
I Write or call for free estimate. i 
I BREM"S WOODWORK$, INC. t 
l JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
' Waco, 1X 76705 817-799-5926 \ ....,.. ........ ~~~......,....,.. ...... ~..,......,..~ ....... 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

. $95.00 
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June 14-19, 1981 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COI'v1E WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$)395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I 
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"QUIET" CAMPAIGN TO CHINA/ 
CANTON BIBLE SCHOOL 

Eugene S. Smith, Jr., Lynn D. Yocum, Dal
las, Tx., Don and Alice Peden, Louisvi lle, 
J(y., and J ackie Robinson, Orlando, Fl., 
hold the flag of the People's Hepublic of 
China (inset). These buildings once housed 
the Canton Bible School founded by mis
sionaries Lowell Davis, George Benson, 
and Lewis Oldham. Today they house mili
tary dependents and in one part, house an 
elderly Christian couple who were early 
converts , who have s urvived the com
munist opposi tion to Christianity. 

MEDICAL 
EVANGELISM 

SEMINAR 
1981 

The 
Compassionate 

Gospel 

March 14 & 15, 1981 

CARIBBEAN LECTUHESHIP 
PLANNED IN JUNE 

The Eleventh Annual Caribbean Lec
tureship will be held in St. Thomas, West 
Indies at the St. 'l'homas Hotel, June 
22-25. Both Americans and West Indians 
will provide ins ight through lectures, re
ports from missionaries and schools of 
preaching throughout the West Indies. 

A few of those on t he program will be 
Helen and No1·vcl Young-Pepperdine Uni
vers ity, Joe Ba?""ltett-Pat hway Evange
lism, Gladwyn J(iddoe-Director of the J a
maica School of Preaching, Guy Caskey
Minister for the Randol Mill Road Church 
in Arlington, Texas, David Caslcey-Min
ister at Baytown, Texas, and others. 

For additional information p lease con
tact: Ken Dye, Broadway Church of 
Christ, 1924 Broadway, Lubbock, TX 
79401. 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
RELIGION ENROLLMENT UP 

Enrollment at the Harding Graduate 
School of Religion for the Spring Semes
ter of 1981 is up to 259 from 242 last 
Spring. Enrollment has more than dou
bled i n the last ten years at the School, 
and comes from thirty-four states and two 
foreign countries. The School offers four 
degr ee programs : The M.A., the M.A.R., 
the M.Th., and the D.Min. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

1
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254-~836 

STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 817-645-9203 

Contact w for free estimate. l 
.s..,_., __ ~..._.i_..~--.--\.._ ____ ,_ ,, _ _ , __ ~~-u.-.--..a-

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Ca ll : 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preach ing 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMEN'l'S-FEBRUARY,2, 1981-AUGUST 31,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Nor theast ! 
"V.A. App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital Distri'Ct o;f New York- For furtther 
infor mation----con tact : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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SPRINGFIELD GROUP VISITS 
PANAMA 

These members of the East Grand 
church in Springfield, Missouri, have re
cently returned from David, Panama, 
where they spent a week with the minister 
they support there, and the church for 
which he preaches. For the past six years 
the Springfield church has sent a group 
of its members to Panama to visit the 
congregation's mission project. 

W. Earl Mansur, Ozark, Mo. 65721, 
Feb. 9, 1981: We began work with the 
Southside church in Ozark, Mo Feb. 1st. 

We have been in this ar ea nearly twenty 
years and look forward to a pleasant and 
profitable work with these brethren. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institut ions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WR ITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training 
• Accredited Faculty 
• 185,000 volume Library 

• Scholarships Available 
(Including BEOG) 

• State Licensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facilities 

• 1200 Periodicals 
• University Level Study 

• University credit available upon completion 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Ed Sand•n, Oiroctor )oo D. Jonu, Asst. Oiroctor 
IUrding Univ•nity, Box 939, Sevey, AR 72143 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 

Preachers' Forum 

Overcoming Problems 
of the Preacher 
Tuesday, April 21, 1981 

The Preachers' Forum has proven to be a significant ad
dition to the spring program of Harding Graduate School 
of Religion. Topics of issues of current importance a re dis
cussed. 

Focusing on a vital area of study in the church today, 
this year's Forum will deal with the subject of "Overcom
ing Problems of the Preacher." Well qualified men will pre
sent lectures with current information and challenging 
messages. 

Join us for a day of enrichment and thought-provoki ng 
s tudy. 
Featured Speakers: Hardeman Nichols, Jim Bill Mclnteer, 
Allan Isom, Charles Hodge, John Gipson, W. B. Wes_t, Jr. , 
Philip Slate, Ira North, Earl Manning, George Reagan, 
Jerry Nowlin. 

For more information , contact Dr. Harold Hazelip. Dean, or Dr. Bill Flatt, Registrar, 1000 Cherry Road. Memphis, Tennessee 38117. 
901/761-1353. 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad vertidng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especi:llly to :1ccommodate congreaations 

a.dvert.iainc mcetina: plncea, p reachers seeklne- work or con g r ttrfttions .sttking preaehe.n. Also o ther 
acceptable m a tter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHU RCH OF CHRIST 
S CHOOL O F BIB LI CAL STUDLES 

P renching- Persona l Evnngelism- Missions 
Except ional Curriculum !or Women 

••app roved for Vet eran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Co 80227 
F ORT H O O D - IOLLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church or Christ 1&05 S. T r lm
m lor Rd. Rob ert L. G r egg, M i nister . P h o n e 
634- 60 12. Sun. 9:30 & 1 0 :30 A.M. & 6 : 00 
P.M .. Wed. 7: 00 P .M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD C HliR CH OF CHRIST 

• 55 So. Yo un g tle ld C t . 
Tel e.: 988-1 024 

See Yellow Pages For S er vice Times 
Translnlion for Deaf. P nul W. H all, Evnn. 
OKI NAWA , J APAN. Hel p u s w atc h Cor 
s ouls o r C hristia ns on Okinawa. Send n ame/ 
o r ganization t o : Elder s. Ch u rch or Chr iat, 
PO Uox 2 98. Okinawa C i ty, J a p a n 9 0•. 
ARL INGTON. VA., 20 N. In•ing St., corner of 
I rvin(: & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Com·enient to 
nntion'• capital & historic N. Vn. Lord's Day 
Wor ship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun .. 7:30 P.M. W ed . For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy n 
Spiritual Feast. 
OH A'J'HAlU. N . J .. F airmo u nt a n d So u t h ern 
Bl vd., 07928. N ORTHERN NEW J ERS EY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635- 68 10 or 
201-635- 2688. 
ALAsKA,..;;:.:;~-A.N7-::::-::c:::u=o-=RA::-:--=a-=E=---=o"'uuncu oF 
CH RIS'l'. 2700 De Bar r Rd. W ill contact 
relnllves or fr iends in Alnaka. Pnt· McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. A n choral[e, A laska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

B AY AREA SC HOOL OF PREACHI NG 
11300 Dublin Road 

P len•anton, Cnllfornln 94506 
J a m es W. Ferguson, Sr .. D irecto r 

N=o-;-;W,.....:-~W~ORSHIP ON- I SLAND OF KAUAI, 
H AWAII. P h. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churrh o! Chris t , 4647 Hnu nnln Rd., Knpan, Hnw ai i 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CH UR CH OF CIIRI!;T, 15555 15th 
Avenuo N.E .. Seattle. Wnsh. 98155. If you know 
aomeono moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us n line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
t.npes. Tnped courses for PREACHER-TEACH ER 
training nnd other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog a nd Brochure. Sunset School or 
P renching Extension Depnrt ment, 2432 27t h Str eet, 
Lubbock. Texas 794ll. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFOHN IA 
CENTHAL CHUR CH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sundny worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:&0 A .M. & 

6:00 P .M . 
Mlnistera: Lewis Frisby, 71 4-522-2586; 

Paul Harper, 4 73-8228. 
R"'EL=":-:tG:::I"'O"'U"'S.-:Bi:O~O~KiS='BO UGHT. W nyne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shnwnee. Oklnhomn 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
E nRiewood Church or Christ . 
4690 S. Lognn 303-789·4749 

Mac Bartee. Evnn l{elist 
Wide va riety of classes, lectures , sermons. Indies 
nnd youth vrogrnms, etc. nvni lnble on 'h inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 ti t les. Write Ch r is· 
t inn Video Ser vice, Box 41 74, L ancaster, CA 93539. 
(Marion D. Owens, Direclo_;..r)'--;--;;-;---:::;-;:;~;--=., 
BREWEn:-MAINE-2H Cen ter St .. V .F .W. H all. 
SundBY tla.sses, 10: 15: Worship , ll :00. P hone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. V isitors Welcome. Write about 
newcom<>rs to the GREAT ER BAN GOR ARE A. 
EVA NSVILLE , IND .. 2205 E . Mor~an Ave" 
U.S. 460 E n 11t OppoNite K-!Inrt. Office 4'1'1-
:1271 . nobby Wnde, Min. 476-4056. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Clmreh of 
Ch r l"t. C o me v is it us. Pho n e 714-679-1010. 
Want T o Buy : Used R~ligious Books. Bob J BCkson 
Box 280-Kempn~r. Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
Wnnted- prencher for s mall, rurnl congregation lo· 
cntcd s~ven m iles southw~st of Snn D~n ito. Texns. 
H ou!IC furnish~d. Con t..-.ct : Rnngerville Chur ch of 
Christ. C/ 0 B. · F . Morrow. Rt. 4. Bo:< 57 , San 
Bcnlt.o, Texas. Telephone (512) 423-0962 after 5:00 
p.m . 
CHUHCH P E WS for snle, solid oBk, with pads. 
927 total feet. Con tncl: Sunset Church or Christ. 
2432 27th Street. L ubbock. Tx. 7941 1. Phone 806· 
i·I•I-8012/0fi8l. 
For 111\le Apcco 300 bond conier $1.200. Rolnpr int 
off~~t S1.500. Includes miscellnn~ous supnlles. Con 
t nrL University Church of Chr ist. I r,r,r. Univers ity, 
L:" Cruces. N~w Mexico 8800 1, (GOG) 522-6707 . 

\' UJII A, ARIZ., 0 51 W . :!8th S t . Sunday -
10, ll a . m. & 6:30 p .m . Ph. 344 - 3750 

HOUSEPAR ENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHI LDREN'S HOME 

P~rhnps you nrc considering fu ll-Lime work for th~ 
Lord I Medina H ome is accepting npplicutions and 
inlcr\•iews for hous.epnrents, christians who arc 
int.crcsted in the rearing of boys and girls in n 
christilln way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural nre.-'ls. Campus 
beautifications and related works. Jf there nrc those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
!Uik them to contact Dempsey Simpsen at 512-589· 
7725 (duy) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route lG, Box 76, Medinn, Texl\s, 78055. 
W E UE UIND CH E RISH ED BIULES-write for free 
lcut.her samples and prices. Dible Bindery, Box 24 85, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Church of Ch rist nL Carlsbad, 'fexns 75q34 needs ' 
semi-retired minister. H interested call 915-•165-4291 
or 466-4687. or write to the above. Box 247. 
LET US S HARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by J immy J ivid~n and 
others on cassette tapes. Nnlionnl Lonn Program. 
Send s tamped sel[.addressed lonl{ envelope for list 
and plan . T a tle L ibrary, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bncon, Abilene, Texns 79601. 
(IG) 1975 & 1976 Ford-Superior 44 Adul t Buses. 361 
VS Engines, Automntic Transmission, Power Steer
ing & Brakes. Buses nrc Re-Conditioned nnd have 
excellent tires. Prices rnngc from: S9.GOO.OO to 
Sl 0, 260 .00 with a 30 Dny Gunt'a ntce. Superior Enter
prise•. Dnllas, T exas (214) 371 ·5049. Ask fo r Craig 
Wc.:therall. 
PRE'ACHEit A VAILABLE-F;xp~ricnccd, mature. 
sound in fnith, ready nnd willing to scrv(•. Call Will 
llloycrs. 817-599-6216. Will Moyers , SSR Box 4GA, 
Went.herford. TX 76086. 
Preacher wnnted June l. Sound mnn with em ph11sis 
on personnl work nnd leadcrshhl (or mi~ion a rea 
in PA. lltust htn·e •orne support or we will try to 
help r ight mnn find some outside Sllll iiOrt. Send 
res ume, uhoto, references nnd tnpo sermons. Church 
of Christ, Box 735, Franklin. PA. 16323. 
MINISTER WISHES TO RELOCATE-Crnduate of 
Harding College w it.h B.A. in Biblc>-39 years of 
a(!c. married. !nlher of 3 childrcn- 19 years experi
ence. Sound in the fai th. 3 18-375-2682. 
The Cheboygnn Church of Chris t in CheboyJ..r.m. 
Michigan is looking for n fu ll-lime minister. The 
church is small and in n mission nrcn with npprox. 
20-25 members. 
Tho con~:rc~:ation will provide n home nnd pny for 
the utilities but the minister wil l need 1110st or his 
8UIHIOrt (if he cnn provide n il lhe r est lhnt would 
he best). 
Cheboygan is locnted in lower northern Michigan. 
T ho prospcct.q should contact e ither Don Griesing nt 
1-fi 17/733-408 1 or Murl Wheeler nt 1-G1 7/734-430•1. 
Small. younl[ (1977) congregation in mission nren 
nt Blnir. Nc. is looking for a cong-regnt ion to con 
c.luc:t n cnmpni~n with us ns n nnrt of th~ir mission 
work. Semi replies to: M. Kent Snover. Box 144, 
Dlair. Ne. 68008 or call 402-4 26-378~3:..:·..,....,;;---;-----., 
A smnll conJ:reJ,tntion in smnll \Vest-Texns town i; 
dt'!'iring n mnturc mnn to work with us. A nice 
hou"" nnrl utilities nrc furnished. •nlnry nesrctinble 
(n[IJiroximately S225 weekly). Plensc w r it• Stanley 
Tmmmell. P.O. Box 419. Aspermont. Texas. or 
cnll 8 17-98~·338 1 nftcr 7 :00P.M. 

MIN ISTER AVATJ.ARL E 
Dlnek minister looking for n con~: regntlon to work 
full t ime with. A ge 4fi. Mnrr icd. Three children in 
school : one home. Onc yent' college. 30 years 
nrcnching experience. Enjoys ncrsonnl wor k nnd is 
n goocl rnclio man . Author o f one book nnd severn! 
!':Ost>el tmcts. And can teach sin~:ing by n otes. For 
more infonnntion write: 
Chnrl~s Ourr. Sr. 
1~3 North Arbor Trnils . Apt. 207 
Pnrk Forest . Ill. 60466. or call (312) 7~7-7284. 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting npplirntions for houscpnrent.a nnd relief
housepnrcnts. We rnn offer you n snlnry, living ex· 
p('nsron, mc(licnl insurance. reli r·cmcnt in~u rancC'. 
VJlf'Uti on nnd day~ orr. For ud.Ht.ionnl inrormntinn 
nnd applil"ntion form~ eonl ncL JC}() 11. Bnoth. S r .. 
Ornwer n. Cnllup. NM 87301 or call 1-F>Ofi-863-5530. 
•· Announcing : A· mini~lry t.o troubled t'Ongrcs..-ntions. 
Chn rl~ E. Gntham. M.D. nnnounces n con!'lultation 
nro({rnm for trouhlcd con,:!'rC'J,tntions thnt have th~ 
foll owing type or problems: I. Church snlits. 2. 
Elder rlisnqreements . 3. Ach•isc on hnnclling the 
huftinec;R nf rongr~gat.ion~ thnt. hn\·e no !'lder~. 4. 
Rurlget J>lnnnin<!. 5. PrPRrher se l~ctinn. 6. Employee 
pvn luntion . 7. Churt"h di.st'inl int'. R. Churrh merger!'\. 
J•·or n frrr brochure or furlh£!r informnLion rn ll 
2 14-369·4~61 or write P.O . Dnx 19SG. Richardson. 
..:T.:..•...:"<:..:a::.•...:7~5~0;.:.RO::.·:.."-..= 

JEEPS. CARS. TRUCKS 
1\ vnilnhl{' thna Government At:ccncics, mnny sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 94 1 -80 1 ~ Ext . #566 f or 
your di rectory on how to purchnac. 

MLNIS'l'ER WISHES TO RELOCATE-Graduate o! 
H arding College with B.A. in Biblc>-39 :rears of 
nge, married, fnther o( 3 children-!~ ycnrs experi
ence. Sound in the !nith. :118-375-2682. 

INVEIITIGATE I The Ftrm F oundatfoA 
trle. to • ereen atdv erttal nJ;", and will Rot 
knowfn~;"IY t ake que11t1o nable ndvertt•lnl;'. 
Dn t It I • t he r e nder'• r eapon11lblllty to Ia• 
v e a tlg nte. Lik e nny othe r pape r, w e •ome
Ume• unwitting ly run an unworthy ad. 
A.- the old IIDYID&' g o e•, before y ou lnveat. 
lnve10flgate I 

YORK COLLEGE RECEIVES $10,000 
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT 

Wayne Busey (r ) of Trans Sout h Edu
cational Foundation in Columbia, S.C., 
presents York College President Gary R. 
Bartholomew with a $10,000 scholarship 
endowment g ift. T he i ncome f r om the fund 
is to help students who want to attend 
York College. 

SPECIAL SATURDAY COURSE 
OFFERED 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
announces the offering of a course en
titled Current Religious Thinking to be 
offered on alternate Saturdays, beginning 
J anuary 17. Scheduled especially for com
muting students, t his course will enable 
men and women who live outside of Mem
phis to complete all course requir ements 
with only nine v isits to the HGSR cam· 
pus. 

For more information, p lease write or 
call Dr. Harold Hazelip or Dr. Bill Flatt, 
Harding Gr a duate School of Relig ion, 
1000 Cherry Road, Memphis , Tennessee 
38117 (901/761-1353). 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN' S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LI FE OF A CHILD 
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Charles Mickey 
Bible Professor 

liThe New 

Has Come'' 
(2 Corinthians 5) 

Texas Tech University 

Four Bible-rooted speeches presenting Christ's power to renew your life. Especially 
directed toward young adults, these lessons will benefit all ages. This world desperately 
needs the message of hope and purpose w hich will be powerfully declar.ed. This is a 
great opportunity for you to come and bring a friend to hear the gospel. All ages are 
welcome! 

March 20-22 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. "The Old Has Gone" 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. "Be Reconciled to God" 
Sunday,' 9:30 a.m. "The New Has Come" 
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. "Ambassadors of Christ" 

Northside Church of Christ 
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43rd & Ave. B Austin, Texas 

(Located in mid-town Austin, 

15 blocks west of IH35, one mile north of U.T.) 

Ministers 
Don Vinzant 

David Mickey 
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Abilene C hristian University's Moody Coliseum, which can seat approxi· 
mately 5,000, was filled t o capacity from floor to ceil ing for the opening 
lecture, Sunday evoning, Feb. 22. Re uel Lemmons was speaker for the oc
casion and his topic was "A Church fo r All Times." Abi le ne Christian Uni· 
versity is celebrating its 75th year during the 1980·81 school year and many 
special events have already been held to mark the a nniversary a nd the 1981 
Lectureship, too, reflected t he theme of the yea r-long celebration's theme 
"Our Uncommon Commitment." The last major event during ACU 's 75th 
year will bo tho Nationa l Christian Education Conference {July 17-19) 
which is to immediately precede th e a nnual Bi blo Teachers Workshop, 
July 19-22. {Tho wido-angle photo above was taken by Steve Sandifer of 
Houston with a 15mm lens.) 

Austin, Texas, March 17. 198r 
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~Jiloria/ 
Not by Bread Alone 

What shall a man live by? What is the most im
portant thing in the world to us? Is it to eat? Is it to 
have material possessions? Is it to be famous? Im
portant as all these things are, there should be general 
agreement that to have a firm set of beliefs that compel 
you to live a certain kind of life, and that motivate you 
to get the most out of it-here and hereafter-is the 
most important. 

There is no way that we can go through life without 
some sort of governing philosophy. To have a solidly 
based concept of what life is all about, and what we are 
to get out of it is essential. There is a larger junk-food 
market in the philosophical world than in the restaurant 
world. A lot of the self-help, !-feel-good-about-myself 
stuff is just that-junk. Self-this and self-that books 
and tapes abound. They do the same thing for the mind 
that alcohol does. They isolate people; they debase peo
ple; they harden people. A philosophy of Ii~e form~d on 
humanist concepts reduces one to an animal-highly 
evolved. If self worth is measured on a material basis 
only, then one's self worth is equal to the sum total of 
his possessions. 

A spiritual concept results in a totally different life. 
The every act is measured in terms of its eternal conse
quences. Faith demands a lifestyle that forces the man 
of faith to get the most out of life from a theological 
standpoint rather than a hedonistic one. 

Being a Christian isn't simply knowing a lot of facts 
and being straight on doctrine. Being a· Christian de
pends upon putting godliness into outward shape
Christianity into action-until we can identify in spirit 
with the Lord, Jesus Christ. Finding Jesus is not locat
ing the man; it is identification with his character. It is 
not so much a discovery as it is a blending together. 
Jesus comes into the heart to dwell, and the individual 
is "baptized" into Jesus-dipped, plunged and buried in 
and into him. 

This is why the Restoration plea is valid. There will 
never come a time when power will disappear from that 
character that identifies with the character of Jesus. 
Unfaithfulness is nothing more than variance between 
ourselves and his self. Restoration is not so much the re
establishment of an order that has fallen into disarray; 
it is a correction of character that has fallen into dis
array. 

The very essence of the Restoration is its calling of 
men back to Jesus Christ-his authority, yes-but even 
in a deeper sense, the reproduction of his selfhood in our 
life patterns. That's the way he dwells in us and we in 
him. 

What Jesus was, and what he taught others to be, is 
as high above normal mortal patterns as the heaven is 
above the earth. No human source, however noble, has 
produced anything that can even compare with what 
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Jesus produces in those in whom he dwells. They are 
the light of the world and the salt of the earth. No other 
discipline, however grand, has produced such character. 
Marvelously fitted for the ages, the words of Jesus are 
the words of life. 

When human beings substitute their own wisdom for 
his wisdom, and their philosophies for his philosophy, 
the contrast is as great as the contrast between God 
and a man. That's why that which results from human 
tampering-a denomination-when contrasted with the 
church which Jesus built is a faint and distant star 
compared with the blazing sun. Nothing condemns 
sectism and division in the church more thoroughly than 
this concept. The church which Jesus built is universal 
and eternal; the churches men build are provincial and 
temporary. Splinter groups are the product and evi
dence of undisciplined minds and hearts. 

In a moral universe conscience will demand that men 
be loyal to an ideal, and that every effort be made to 
preserve a practice that is untainted with deviation 
from that ideal. Therefore Restoration will always have 
an advocate as the conscientious seek to polish and per
fect their identification with the ideal. It is an evident 
fact that men do not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 

Being a Christian depends not on having arrived at a 
place, but, rather, on being a Christ-like person. Chris
tian is as Christian does. The world can see through 
every argument in favor of Christianity except this one: 
no man, living by any other standard, can even approach 
the goodness of a Christian person. Unless Christianity 
can make people better than anything else can make 
them it is a failure. One's life must manifest the fact 
that he has "meat to eat that the world knows not of." 
It isn't what goes into a man that makes him what he 
is, but what comes out of him through his actions. The 
world can expect little from those who live by bread 
alone. And, be not deceived, the world will receive litt~e 
from them. 

CORRECTION 
In the information regarding the European Lectureship 

which appeared on page 9 of the Firm Foundation Febl""!l
ary 24 there was an error in the amount of the round tr1p 
fare. The correct ·fare is $730. To get this price, reserva
tions should be sent in immediately, avoiding fare increases 
in the future. 
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A Wrong Attitude Toward Sin 
R. D. ICE 

Jesus was a friend of sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt of this 
fact. "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners.' But wisdom is proved right by her actions" (Matt. 
11:19). The results of Jesus' actions were proof of the fact that 
he did the Father's will. His attitude and actions set the pattern. 

But many people have a wrong attitude toward sin and the 
sinner. This is a vital point in understanding what Jesus did 
and why he did it. A wrong attitude may cause us to oppose the 
Plan of God. Look at the example of Jonah. He was to deliver a 
harsh message of divine vengeance to the people of Nineveh. He 
didn't want to do this and ran away toward Tarshish. Why .did 
he run away??? He Wa8 afraid God would forgive the people of 
Nineveh. In fact, Jonah became so angry that God had forgiven 
their sins, that he prayed for he himself to die! The Lord had 
to teach Jonah a lesson about the sanctity of life, using a gourd
vine. 

Jesus examined this wrong attitude in the parable of the prodi
gal son. The elder brother harshly accuses his father. "But when 
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prosti
tutes comes home, you kill the fatted calf for him!" Note why the 
elder brother is so angry: the prodigal brought himself home, 
and the father's love accepted him back! No mention (by the 
father) of making things right; no harsh accusations (which 
the elder brother would have made)-just forgiving love. And 
the elder brother is furious! He feels the father has been unfair 
to him by forgiving the prodigal. He feels he has been cheated! 

The Jewish leaders were made angry by Paul's conversion to 
Christ. They saw him as being a traitor to their heritage. But 
even worse (in their sight), this Paul was actually going to the 
Gentiles with the offer of God's salvation. They were furious and 
did everything they could to .destroy both Paul and Christianity. 
Paul writes: ". • . who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all 
men in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so 
that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their 
sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last" 
(1 Thess. 2:15-16). 

The spirit of jealousy in we humans, says: "I've got mine, now 
you try to get yours!" It really is this spirit of jealousy which 
is at the bottom of the wrong attitude toward sin. Note this in 
Peter's question to Jesus: "We have left everything to follow 
you! What then will there be for us?" Jesus climaxes his answer 
to Peter's question with the parable of the workers in the vine
yard. "When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 'These men who were hired last worked only one 
hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day." Even 
though these workers received their full wage, they feel the 
owner has cheated them of their efforts by paying the same to 
those who did little work. The problem is their thinking-they 
feel that they have placed an obligation on the owner by their 
work. They do not think in terms of "having been given a job" 
by the owner, but of "doing him a favor" by working for him. 
This distorts their perception. 

What kind of attitude did Jesus have toward sin and sin
ners??? Jesus condemned the sin, but loved the sinner. For 
example: John records an incident with a woman taken in the 
very act of adultery (John ch. 8). The law was clear in such a 
case. The woman deserved the death penalty. So said the Law. If 
Jesus did not enforce the letter of the Law, they could accuse 
him of being "soft on sin." Yet the real guilt belonged to those 
who brought her to Jesus, and he let them know it in such a way 
that made them turn and run. To the woman, Jesus said: "Then 
neither do I condemn you, Go now and leave your life of sin." 

Some in Paul's day were saying something like this: "If man's 
sin provided a reason and a need for God's grace and mercy
then the more we sin, the more God can show his grace!" But 
Paul will not all()W this! "What shall we say, then? Shall we go 
on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to 
sin; how can we live in it any longer?" The Law teaches us that 
God takes the matter of sin seriously. The system of sacrifices 
teaches us that this is no "make believe," but reality. The death 
of Jesus is proof: that sin IS a serious matter; that God loves 
us sinners; that a way to deal with sin and to be put right with 
God has been provided. In our act of baptism, we died to sin. We 
obligated ourselves to avoid sin. 

Peter adds another dimension by saying: "Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins." Chris
tian love does not seek to punish, but rather to protect and bless. 
Notice the example of the church at Corinth. At first they were 
too soft on sin. They permitted a case of incestuous adultery to 
exist. Paul's Christian love impelled him to speak to them about 
this and to command them to take action in the matter. Later, 
when the man had repented (if it is the same man), the church 
refused to forgive him and take ·him back. Paul had to write 
again to show that they ought to forgive and comfort the man 
[who had repented of his sin]. The correct attitude, then, is 
neither too harsh nor too tolerant-but one that seeks the eternal 
good of those involved. 

Our baptism is a promise to God. We must allow God's will 
to control our earthly lives. Neither [sinful] human nature nor 
fear of persecution must be allowed to turn us back to the old 
ways of sin and death! Read 1 Peter 4:1-4. Christians must 
avoid sin! But, neither must we allow a wrong attitude toward 
sin to defeat the very mission to which we are called! 

Mike Leatherwood and Sonny Sessions are ministers with a 
church in Louisville, Kentucky, that reaches out to the Uni
versity and also the inner city. They are reaching college stu
dents, also gang-members, prostitutes, alcoholics, welfare-poor, 
teenage runaways, etc. Perhaps many of us could not deal with 
a ministry like that. However, Jesus did! May God grant us all 
the willingness to be friends to sinners, as these brothers are 
doing-as Jesus set the example. Once we start, we too will see 
great changes in the lives of those who are separated from God! 
And neither will ·ve ourselves be unchanged. 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, IY 14850 



WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-

Godly Jealousy 
C LIFTON ROGF:RS 

A strong, determined, unwavering disciple of the Lo1·d he was! 
Who was- The apostle Paul, of course. We learn from him what 
r eal strength is, and we learn the convictions and attitudes that 
make for real power in our own lives. One of his strength quali
ties was his j ealousy! His deep love for Christ and his church, 
for truth and righteousness, was so real that he was intensely 
jealous for the Cause when that Cause was threatened, hurt, or 
defamed. Question: What about you and me? 

Godly J ealousy 

What Is Godly Jealousy? Or perhaps the first question should 
be, "Is there such a thing as GODLY jealousy?" Indeed there is. 
IIere a r e words of divine inspiration written to the church in 
Corinth by the apostle Paul : "For I am jealous over you with 
a. godly jealousy: for I espoused you to one husband, that I might 
present you as a. pure vh·gin to Christ" (2 Corinthians 11 :2). 
Oh, yes, there is godJy jealousy. 

Remember these words from the Decalogue: "Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee a grave11 
image, nor any likeness oi any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or t hat is in the water under the 
earth : thou shalt now bow down thyself unto them, nor serve 
them; for I J ehovah thy God am a jealous God .... " (Exodus 
20:3-5). And recall this solemn warning to the inhabitants of 
J erusalem who by God, because of thei r idolatrous and immoral 
lives, were viewed as living in spiritual adultery: "I will judge 
thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; 
and I will bring upon thee the blood of wrath and jealousy" 
Ezekiel 16:38). Consider the judgment pronounced by Jehovah 
upon Samaria and J erusalem, seen as two lewd and idolatrous 
sisters : " I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal 
with thee in f ury .... " (Ezekiel 23 :25 ). Destruction would come 
from their lovers, t he Assyrians and the Babylonians. 

Surely that was the feeling J esus had when "he made a 
scourge of cords, and cast a ll out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the oxen; and he poured ou t the change1·s' money, and over
threw their tables; and to them that sold the doves he said, Take 
these things hence ; make not my Father 's house a house of 
merchandise" (John 2:15, 16). What h ad been written, "Zeal for 
thy house shall eat me up" (Psalm 69 :9 ) was fulfilled. That is 
godly jealousy. 

Paul's Jealo1tsy. When the apostle who had established the 
church of Christ in Corinth (planting, laying the foundation, 1 
Corinthians 3: 1-15), who had labored in the city for a year and 
a half (Acts 18), who had written a strong letter of instruction 
and correction to them ( 1 Corinthians) , now considered the pos
sibil ity of their being led astray by false teachers, and was 
moYed of the Holy Spirit to wl'ite further: "I am jealous over 
you with a godly jealousy: for I espoused you to one husband, 
that I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I fear, 
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, 
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your minds should be corrupted from the s implicity and the 
purity that is toward Chr ist. For if he that cometh preacheth 
another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or if ye receive a dif
ferent spiri t, which ye did not receive, or a different gospel, 
which ye .did not accept, ye do well to bear with him" (2 Corin
thians 11 :2-4). How sad! When false teachers came, some of the 
brethren readily received their teaching. Revised Standard Ver
sion reads, "You submit to him readily enough." New Interna
tional Version, "You put up with it easily enough." Paul is not 
possessed of a personal envy or jealousy that the brcth1·en would 
listen to others (note Philippians 1: 15-18). His burning desire 
is that they abide in the revealed way of the Lord. 

Here was his sense of responsibility: "I am jealous over you 
with a godly jealousy : for I espoused you Lo one husband, that I 
might present you as a puxe virgin to Christ." One of the duties 
of the friend of the groom in that society was io insure the 
chastity of the espoused bride. His it was to provide the certainty 
that when the wedding day arrived the bride would yet be pure 
and chaste coming to her husband. The apostle Paul is the friend 
of the bridegroom, and he will do a ll that he can to keep the 
church of God in Corinth pure and faithful. 

J ealous for the Right 

Every preacher needs a deep, deep sense of this responsibility. 
Every elder needs to have a keen appreciation for this relation
ship. Every disciple who has evel' taught to the salvation of a 
soul must have this sense of "continuing." There 'dll be fellow
ship, C."\hortation, admonition--even reproving, r ebuking, and 
calling to r epentance-to assure faithfulness to the Christ. 

Sense it, say it: "I am jealous about the good name of the 
church; I am jealous of the image of the con
gregatiQn-its loyalty to the t ruth, its purity of l ife, ils influence 
for good, its past and future." "I am jealous for the purity of my 
Christian friend ." " I am jealous for t he joy of unity of the 
brethren." "I am jealous for the power in the simplicity of the 
gospel of Christ." I 'm far too jealous lobe ind ifferent or passive. 

That jealousy-godly jealousy-hurls. It hurts so much when 
I learn that some couple for whom I had said the JY'arriage cere
mony decided to get a divorce. There is a jealousy that relates to 
their happiness and security fo1· time and for eternity. Like t hat, 
you and I hurt when we see the truth of the Lord ignored, or the 
way of the Lord ignored. Hurting enough, we will become all the 
more earnest about doing what we can to bring about change for 
right. We will come to say with all the intensity of the apostle 
Paul: "My heart's desire and my supplication to God is for 
them, that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they 
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge" (Romans 
10:1). 

Someone has observed: "Trust a person little who pr aises 
everyone. Trust one Jess who criticizes everyone. Trust one least 
who is indifferent." Son·~thing to think about. 
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Americans find themselves buried in an 
information avalanche. More data, facts, 
and figures are fired off and received in a 
single day, via various media, than was 
possible a generation ago. Seemingly, the 
information calls on us to be .discerning 
and discriminating as people of responsi
bility. We are called on continually to 
make judgments of all kinds. In such an 
environment it is fairly easy to begin to 
feel as if we are experts as determinations 
are made. Couple with our environmental 
conditioning, our almost innate drive to 
judge situations, things, and even individ
uals, and it is quite easy to see the prob
lem we face. 

What about judging? How far am I to 
go in my evaluation of others? What is to 
be my attitude toward that person who 
seems to be wrong or sinful or in error 
from my point of view. In the final chap
ter of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
provides directions for us as we grapple 
with the perplexing issue of judgment in 
the human realm. For a long time we have 
come eagerly, yet bewildered, to Matthew 
7:1-5. However, we have missed a great 
deal by not viewing the entire seventh 
chapter as a unit. Careful study of the 
chapter indicates that it has judgment, in 
one dimension or another, as its concern 
throughout. The guidelines Jesus provides 
in this chapter concerning judgment are 
important for our consideration. 

Guideline Number One: Self-Righteous 
Judgment Has No Place In The 

Believer's Life 
Jesus makes it plain one cannot escape 

being judged by assuming the role of 
judge. To the contrary, judging makes 
certain the fact of our own judgment. 
Clarence Jordan, in his Cotton Patch Ver
sion of the New Testament, translates, 
"Don't act as a judge in order to escape 
being judged." In these early verses of 
chapter seven it is obvious Jesus speaks of 
harsh, carping, unloving, unmercif~l, 
hypercritical evaluations of others. Them
tention of such judgment is to weaken, to 
deflate, to depress, rather- than to 
strengthen or to build-up. Jesus pictures 
the brother or sister who carries around a 
"folding bench of justice," eager to set-up 
court anytime at any place. Often the 
deeper motive of such judgment is to cover 
up or divert attention from personal 
failure or inadequacies. The words of Paul 
in Romans 2:1 capture something of the 
same thought: "Therefore you have no 
excuse oh man, whoever you are, when 
you judge another, for in passing judg
ment on him you condemn yourself, be
cause you the judge are doing the very 
same thing." 

Until "Brother Plank" repents, he will 
never be able to help anyone. What a ter
rible thing to have a splinter or a speck 
in the eye. Surely anything of a foreiJ?n 
nature in the eye must come out. Assis
tance is needed. As is usually true, the 
first to volunteer is "Brother Plank." 
Groping his way forward to perform the 
delicate procedure (for your good of 
course)-Wham!-he bashes into you with 
the plank, putting out b~th _of yo~r eyes! 
Your bleeding face and bhndmg pam cause 
him to feel the operation is successfully 
completed. 

Guidelines 
on 

Judging 
LARRY JAMES 

The Kingdom citizen is not like that at 
all. He knows the splinter/speck must 
come out, but first he cleanses his own 
heart more thoroughly than the most seri
ous surgeon cleanses his hands before a 
delicate operation. Feeling a tremendous 
responsibility toward his brother, he ap
proaches the task openly with clean hands 
and a pure heart. Many times the personal 
cleansing procedure clears up the vision 
of the Kingdom citizen to such an extent 
he realizes his brother's problems are non
existent. What appeared to be a speck in 
his brother's eye was in fact a reflection 
of the log in his own eye. It is not a ques
tion of a fog or speck, both must be re
moved . . . just as long as the log is first. 
Only one who has endured the agony of 
"log removal" will be able to understand 
the need and the feeling of a brother with 
the similar, though smaller difficulty. 

The controversial statement at Matthew 
7:6 seems to make most sense when viewed 
in this connection. Jesus' point in this tran
sition verse: it is best at times to live the 
message of Christ, rather than to cast his 
insight or his judgment before those who 
would treat such inappropriately. At times 
even the judgmental directives of the 
Word should be withheld. 

There is no place for self-righteous 
judgment in the believer's life. Other New 
Testament passages add weight to this 
truth. Before we speak or 'judge, we would 
do well to ask, "Is it tru.e?", "Is it kind?u, 
"Is it necessary?", "Is it helpful?" 

Guideline Number Two: Relate to Others 
As God Relates to You 

In the whole matter of human relation
ships and more significantly in fellowship 
conce~ns, we need to seek wisdom and in
sight from God to know how to proceed. 
If our relationship with the Father is real 
and genuine, judgmental attit~des wil~ be 
ended for us. No where is seekmg, asking, 
knocking, more necessary than in the mat
ter of evaluating one another. Careful con
sideration indicates God relates to each 
of us in accord with what has been called 
the "Golden Rule."The Father gives to us 
what he hopes we would return to him. He 
promises to hear, to answer, to bless as 
we seek after .his will. When he doesn't 
give exactly what we have .asked f!'r, w~at 
he does deliver is always m keepmg with 
his "how much more" character. Because 
of our relationship in Jesus, the prospect 
of divine judgment is even comforting, as 
we contemplate our standing before God •. 

God calls on us to relate to our associ
ates in exactly the same way. Our task is 
to seek their good, to serve their needs, and 
to focus on the lives of other people. The 
goal in mind, naturally, is to totally change 

our attitude toward judgment, so that we 
begin to look upon and treat others with 
the love of the Father himself. 

Guideline Number Three: Realize That 
Careful, Moral Discrimination Is 

Demanded and It Cannot be Escaped 
Jesus calls himself on his hearers to 

equip themselves to render proper, neces
sary judgment. There are false prophets. 
Everyone is not right. Not everyone who 
claims faith has it. Not all who appear to 
be sound are so. As Jesus indicates in the 
passage, there is the matter of fruit, which 
can simply be observed. 

As the people of God, who have been 
called by his grace, we must face situa
tions and people. At times difficult de
cisions and judgments will be called for. 
Not the self-righteous kind, but the type 
which follows naturally from simply fac
ing the facts of the given circumstances in 
light of God's will. Jesus in his humanity 
delivered piercing judgments and called 
his disciples to take note on various oc
casions. First century believers followed 
Jesus' example. Tough moral discrimina
tion often characterized their fellowships. 
A pursuit of truth will at times cast us 
into conflict with evil and untruth. If 
truth lives in our lives, it will be displayed. 

Guideline Number Four: Concentrate on 
Building Your Personal Relationship 

With God 
Here Jesus wants us to concentrate on 

our individual faith-walk~ If profession of 
faith is in line with action in life, no .diffi
culty will arise in regard to judgment. 
In this sobering passage, Jesus indicates 
he will have judgments to render against 
some who claim to be his own. The choice 
here is not between doing and saying, but 
between doing the impressively religious 
and the real will of God. The "doing'" 
Jesus requires moves beyond orthodoxy, 
prophecy, exorcism, and even miracles. It 
involves knowing Jesus and acting as he 
acted. It goes deep to the heart, where we 
live, and involves motive, attitude, .dis
position and daily activity. 

"But Lord, didn't we preach the whole 
counsel of God? Didn't we demand bap
tism for the remission of sins? Didn't we 
correctly organize the church? Didn't we 
outline and follow exactly the New Testa
ment in worship? Didn't we point out the 
error of all of our religious neighbors? 
Didn't we toe the mark on every point of 
doctrinal consideration?" And Jesus may 
say to some "I never knew you. Depart 
from me you lawless ones. You have been 
self-righteous in your judgments. You 
have not sought to relate to one another as 
I have related to you. At times, you have 
not even lived truthfully in day to day 
matters with your brothers and sisters and 
others. You have been so caught up in a 
religious movement that the Father him
self couldn't move in your life." 

What Jesus speaks of here is a relation
ship which is to be built day by day be
tween him and us and the Father. There 
is no doubt about it, if we are diligently 
attempting to build our h.ouses li!te the 
wise man, we will have no bme for mdulg
ing in improper judgments. As a result, 
life in the larger house of his fellowship 
will be sweet, and the body will grow. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Doubt of Doubt 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

When it came time for Helen Keller to 
receive her first religious instruction it 
was her father's wish that she be en
trusted to the care of the noted minister, 
Phillips Brooks. On their first meeting, 
Brooks attempted to impart the idea of 
the unseen God to this young lady who 
could neither see nor hear. 

Despite the apparent difficulties of 
teaching such a new idea, it was Brooks 
who received the greatest surprise; for 
after their first conversation she com
mented that she had always known that 
there was a God, but had not before known 
his name. 

That a person with such limitations 
could know of the invisible God is astonish
ing; but,· perhaps, not as astonishing as 
the :fact that many with the full use of 
their eyes and ears, still cannot recognize 
that the heavens declare the glory of God. 
In fact, the conviction of Miss Keller 
stands in marked contrast to that of the 
modern unbeliever who, with twenty
twenty vision says, "show me God and I 
will believe." 

The process of doubting seems to begin 
with the recognition that faith requires us 
to believe facts which we cannot investi
gate in the same way we investigate sup
posed facts about the moon, or about con
ditions at the bottom of the sea. Thus, the 
scientifically-oriented individual may come 
to dismiss matters of faith as being not 
only nonscientific but unreasonable as 
well. It seems comforting to build one's 
life on facts that are scientifically verifi
able. Faith thus looks like a leap into the 
dark. 

Several years ago, I took several classes 
in religious studies at a large private uni
versity. Although all of the classes were 
taught from a liberal perspective, the Old 
Testament courses were taught for a time 
by a professor who seemed to take delight 
in being an agnostic professor in a religion 
department. One of his favorite tactics 
was to ask students if they believed mira
cles sqs:h as the floating axehead just be
cause they were recorded in the Bible. 

Before considering a specific reply to 
this question it should be pointed out that 
the question presupposes several common 
fallacies of the modern world. Although 
there are many other fallacies which 
contribute to unbelief, the fallacies raised 
by this question concern the nature of evi
dence. Most of these fallacies come under 
two headings: (1) the belief that the mod
ern unbeliever has a superior kind of 
knowledge which disproves belief in God, 
and (2) the belief that in believing in 
miracles just because they are in the Bible, 
the believer is basing his faith on unsci
entific knowledge. 

The Modem Unbeliever Has A Superior 
Type of Knowledge 

While the unbeliever is proud of his 
slogan that "seeing is believing," be
lievers have often contributed to this way 
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of thinking by the claim that faith is a 
blind leap into the dark. For example, 
Kierkegaard once defined faith as, uthe 
objective uncertainty due to the repulsion 
of the absurd held fast by the passion of 
inwardness" (Concluding Unscientific 
Postscript, p. 540). 

But does the unbeliever really live by 
the slogan that "seeing is believing"? 
There are many areas of life where it 
would be a drastic mistake to trust only 
the evident. Even on the physical level 
where sight is most important, the senses 
can be misleading. For example, if we 
trusted the eyes alone, we would likely 
conclude that the earth is basically flat. 
Further, the moon would appear to exist 
for only a part of any twenty-four hour 
period, and it also seems to change shape 
several times a month. 

There are, of course, skeptics who use 
such problems as a tool for throwing all 
knowledge into doubt; but, for the present, 
.consider only the position of those who 
claim to believe in science but reject any 
doctrine which goes beyond the empirically 
observable. 

Such thinkers realize that we cannot al
ways trust the senses. They realize that 
we do not know much about unseen 
things; but they insist that we know them, 
not by faith, but either by inference or by' 
the testimony of those who have observed. 

Nevertheless, this is exactly what the 
believer in God says of his faith; not that 
he has seen God or Christ but that every
where he turns he is faced with facts 
which cannot be explained by scientific 
observation alone. In such cases, the be
.liever insists that he is doing exa~tly as 
the scientist does in the search for a solu
tion to a problem; he simply makes an in
ference from what is evident to the causes 
behind. 

Scientists have, in fact, found, like the 
believer, that believing is seeing. The sci-. 
entist, like the criminal investigator, must 
take the evidence as he receives it and 
search for clues. His success depends not 
so much on what he sees in th~ facts as 
what he can see behind them. 

Several centuries ago, astronomers no
ticed strange behavior in some of the 
planetary motions; they were making 
movements which were irregular in the 
light of known evidence. To account for 
this irregularity, an astronomer named La 
Verriere postulated the presence of an un
seen planet exerting pressure on the 
planetary motions. A century later, tele
scopes were developed which had the ca
pacity to verify the presence of this pre
viously unseen planet, now called Neptune. 

The believer insists that, although he 
cannot see God, enough things happen like 
the -above example to justify him in postu
lating a divine mind back of those events. 
Whether or not his inference is correct is 
yet to be debated; for now, however, it 
should be emphasized that the believer is 
not doing something unheard of when he 

infers a divine creator back of the uni
verse. His inference could be wrong but it 
cannot be discredited simply because it is 
an inference about the unseen. 

A. H. Compton, a noted physicist, has 
underscored the fallacy underlying such 
naive faith in science. Naive believers as
sume that the use of the scientific method 
means refusal to use any hypothesis which 
has not been proven. This would involve 
rejection of the idea of an intelligent God 
until it could be demonstrated. However, 
"The fact is," says Compton, "that al
most none of the hypotheses, principles, or 
laws of science are considered as proved; 
nor does this destroy their value." 

The Believer Believes Only Because It Is 
In The Bible 

If the believer is doing nothing strange 
in drawing inferences about the unseen 
from what he knows of the seen world, is 
he yet to be judged irresponsible because 
he believes some of the miracles only be
cause they are in the Bible? The way the 
question is asked may make it appear that 
the believer accepts something only be
cause it is in print. But the believer 
realizes that much of what isln print is 
either wrong or unproven. Nevertheless, 
there are valid ways to test any statement 
made in print. 

The important question, therefore, is 
not whether we believe a truth because it 
is in the Bible, but, rather, what kind of 
book the Bible is. The most tough minded 
scientist must accept much of what he 
believes on the basis of the reports of 
others; in fact, the more educated one 
becomes, the more he must accept the word 
of others. 

The Bible Writers Are Unreliable 
Because They Were Prejudiced 

Even if the unbeliever becomes aware 
that authority is a valid source of knowl
edge, he may attempt to discredit the 
Biblical witnesses on the grounds that 
the witnesses were believers, thus not re
liable in their testimony. 

Consider the miracle of the resurrec
tion. Few events of history are so fully 
documented as the resurrection of Jesus. 
At least six different writers of the first 
century say that he was seen by the dis
ciples and one of them, the Apostle Paul, 
without any dispute from critics, records 
the belief as early as A.D. 58. Further, he 
speaks both of the appearance of Jesus 
to him and of his visit with Peter and 
James at a time which could not be much 
more than ten years after the time Jesus 
was reportedly resurrected. By the time 
Paul put these beliefs into writings Chris
tians were being beaten, stoned and burned 
because they would not back down from 
their beliefs. 

In summary, it is often the unbeliever, 
not the believer, who reasons in a different 
manner when he turns from scientific or 
everyday affairs to the Bible. It is the be
liever who continues to look for causes 
when he examines the universe; it is the 
believer who continues to examine the 
testimony of witnesses when he turns from 
historical matters to matters of faith, and 
it is the believer who asserts in every 
disputed matter that the enthusiasm of 
witnesses. for their causes, strengthens 
rather than weakens the case. 
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Church Growth Series (4) 

The Endangered Specie 
GERALD PADEN 

Much is being said today about certain 
species of animals that are in danger of 
extinction. Ecologists are concerned about 
the survival of several species of creatures 
-from the little snail-darter to the mam
moth whale of the sea. Of concern to the 
ecologist is the breeding habits of en
dangered groups, because reproduction 
within the specie is critical to its survival. 

Below is presented a diagram of both 
good and bad growth patterns in human 
population groups. The rectangular dia
grams present a break-down in the male/ 
female percentages within the group, as 
well as an age grouping according to re
production potential. The pre-reproduction 
age is 0-14 years; the prime reproduc
tion age is between 15-29 years; the post
plime reproduction age is 30-44; the post 
reproduction years are 46-69; and from 
60-76 is the age of decline and demise. 

CHART 4 

... ~ 
Wale %F..., %Male %F..., %Male%flftl ~%Fem 

G~ ExpMdlng ExpMdlng Stable Oecllnlilg 

It is easy to see that the group on the 
left represents a flourishing society. And 
equally evident is the fact that the group 
on the right is in serious trouble, for it 
represents a declining population. The 
reason is that the largest segment of that 
declining society is now in the post-prime 
reproduction age. By the time this segment 
moves fifteen years farther up the age 
scale. toward its demise, the present pre
reproduction group will be in its prime re
production age. This group is already very 
small, and when it is further diminished 
by the average infant and juvenile mor
tality, it just will not be large enough to 
sustain the society. It is destined to ex
perience rapid decline in population and 
reproduction. It is an endangered specie! 

Application To The Church 
Since it is necessary for the church to 

replace itself every generation, it is also 
essential that each generation be at least 
as fertile as the preceeding generation if 
it is to simply maintain its present mem
bership. But if we are to grow, we must 
better the record of the last generation. 
But such is just not happening in the 
church today. 

During the late 1940's and early 1950's 
our growth graphic would look like the one 
on the left. But many of the .converts dur
ing that period of good numeric increase 
were not adequately taught the Word of 
God, nor were they equipped to continue 
the reproductive stance of their con
verters. Thus we produced a generation 
that was practically sterile as far as re-

production is concerned. Therefore the 
church today falls into the pattern of the 
graphic on the right in chart 4. This 
hybrid generation is now in its prime 
reproduction age-yet it does not repro
duce. Maybe it cannot reproduce. There 
may be such a sterility of knowledge of the 
Word of God, compounded by a lack of 
concern for the lost-that the Lord can no 
longer give us "the increase." We have 
quit "sowing and watering." How can God 
"give increase"? The situation is des
perate. Yet it can be simply illustrated. If 
a rancher raises mules, he may have a · 
thriving business as long as many mules 
are being born. But if his horses and don
keys die off-he may well have a thousand 
mules, but he just isn't going to be in the 
mule business very much longer! 

Evidence From Growth Studies 
In the dozens of congregational growth 

studies we have made there has not been 
found a single church that is growing be
cause of conversions-NO, NOT ONE! 
Our studies have been made on long es
tablished churches and they all consistent
ly show declining conversion ratios. Of_ 
course mission churches are growing, be
cause they are not simply "house
keeping"-they are rather "church
planting" in their thrust. This may tell us 
something. Maybe these established 
churches need to return to the attitude 
that we are trying to plant the church in 
a society that is 90% pagan. That would 
place a different emphasis on all that we 
do! 

Chart 6 was selected from the many 
studies we have made-for it is about av-

. erage. In some of the studies the con
version data was better, while it was worse 
in others. We need to point out that "bet
ter" and "worse" are only comparative 
terms in a generally bad situation. With 
even the best conversion averages we have 
found, the congregations are still in de
cline. 

CHART FIVE 

5 YEAR CONVERSION RECORD 

Average Membership 309 
Total Conversions 32 
Yearly Average 6.4 

Source Total Average Ratio 
World 7 1.4 220.7:1 
Biological 22 4.4 70.2:1 
Matrimonial 3 .8 616:1 

Total 32 &A 483:1 

Chart 6 presents the five year conver
sion record of a 300-plus member congre-. 
gation. Conversions are of three distinct 

origins: biological, matrimonial and world. 
Biological conversions refer to children 
reared in Christian homes; it requires no 
door-knocking campaigns or evangelistic 
out-reach to convert them. Matromonial 
conversions are just that-when a Chris
tian spouse wins his or her non-Christian 
mate. This type . requires no door-to-door 
campaigns either. World conversions do 
require deliberate evangelistic out-reach 
among the unchurched. This third type 
offers the greatest potential for growth, 
but seems to be the least tapped source 
for our growth. 

Observations From The Chart 
As seen in chart 6, almost 70% of the 

actual growth came through the biological 
avenue. And that is about average in all 
the studies we have made. Then 22% 
came from the world,_ or the "pagan pool" 
-as it is sometimes called. The remaining 
9% came through marriage. 

The ratio of members per convert is the 
most significant observation from this 
chart. In this median congregation of 310 
members, they had an average of 1.4 con
verts from the world per year, giving a 
conversion ratio of 220 to 1. This means 
that it took the total combined effort of 
220 members one whole year to convert 
one soul from the world. Seen another 
way, it takes each member 220 years to 
convert one outsider-and a lot of our 
members do not live that long! In this 
church the biological conversions stand at 
about 76 to 1, and matrimonial at 616 to 
1. This gives an over-all conversion ratio 
of 48 to 1. And the church could con
ceivably survive with that ratio IF all the 
converts remain faithful and IF the pat-
tern is maintained. · 

But in our brotherhood, one of the most 
disturbing facts comes from studies that 
show that we lose upward of 60% of our 
own children by the time they reach col
lege age, and well above 90% of those 
converted from the world in the first three 
years after their conversion. Brother Ken
neth Reed, formerly Bible Chair director 
of the University of Alabama, presented 
statistics showing that of our children who 
go to State Universities, we lose above 
90% of them! Obviously we are not pre
paring ·them for their encounter with the 
world. And we are not giving converts 
from the world the post-baptismal teach
ing needed for their survival. 

Therefore, taking into account the losses 
through reversion and unfaithfulness, we 
must have a constant 10 to 1 conversion 
ratio just to maintain our present mem
bership. But 10 to 1 is not growth! It is 
static, plateau, high-center! 

If these loss figures correspond to 
reality, and if chart 6 presents an average 
congregation for its poor retention of 
converts, then only about 8 of the 82 con
verts during the five years studied re
mained faithful. All of this indicates a 
pattern of non-growth that is suicidal in 
its results. We will look for solutions to 
these problems in later articles in this 
series. We can remove our brotherhood 
from the list of the endangered species I 

Contribution and Distribution 
One final area of church life needs to be 

examined: our contributions. When we 
(Continued on page 12) 
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TOP: Several hundre d persons greeted Dr. LeMoine Lewis, 
ACU Bible professor, who has authored a book "Christian 
Teaching." ABOVE: Opening speaker for the '81 lecture series 
was Reuel Le mmo ns. BELOW: O ne of the many classes held 
throug hout every Lectureship day was in t he 200-plus seat 
W a lling Lecture HaiL 

ACU '81 Lectureship: "Ou 
Lectures, claSMS and special programs during Abilene Christian Univer

sity's 63rd annual Bible Lecturesl1ip focused on the theme "Our Uncommon 
Conunitment," which coincided with the t heme for ACU's 75th anniversary 
celebration. The lectureship, conducted Feb. 22-25 on the ACU campus, was 
attended by more than 10,000 people from across the country. 

Reuel Lemmons of Austin opened the four-day program, speaking qn "A 
Church For All Times," and Batsell Barrett Baxter concluded the lectureship 
with "To Him Be The Glory." Other featured speakers were Tony Ash of 
Austin, B. J. Humble of Abilene, Thomas Foster of Houston, John C. Stevens 
of Abilene a nd J erry Jones of Searcy, Ark. 

Other events during the busy week were the ninth annual Symposium on 
Mass Communication Evangelism and the Christian Counselors Seminar. 
Si~g Song, the annual student-produced musical production, preceded the 
Lectureship activities and was performed to crowds totaling about 12,000. 

ABOVE: Members of the President's Circle enjoyed a dinner at the A bilene Civic C enter. 
BELOW: Harvey Pru itt, president of Lubbock Christian College and former ACU ba nd 
twirler, suffered a scalp laceration during ACU's Homecoming twirling exhibition. The 
ACU band presented him with a hard hat and padded baton. BELOW RIGHT: Th e 
O utstanding Young Couple of t he Year, Gary a nd Brend a Bodine. 



Uncommon Commitment" 
Also held in advance of the Lectureship was the Science/l\'lath Symposium 
titled "Death and Dying" and featured Ch ristian physicians a s speakers, 
including Dr. Robert Jones, Dr. Harold Vander pool, and a group of panelists. 

Parker Henderson, a 23-year miss ionary who now works in Trinidad, West 
Indies, was honored as "Outstanding Alumnus o C the Year for 1980" during 
one of t he numerous luncheons, dinners and receptions conducted throughout 
the week. 

TOP: ACU's Sophomore class was tho sweepstakes winner in tho 25th anniversary of Sing 
Song. ABOVE: Warm weather he ld . throughout the week affording pleasant walks for 
between classes for visitors. BELOL W: Parker He nderson and his wife, Donna, lo ng time · 
missionaries to Thailand, admire the plaque citing Parker as the "Outstanding Alumnus 
of tho Yoar." 

TOP: Mass Communication Evangelism Classes wero held con· 
currently with Lectureship and some were held in tho new 
ACU TV studio. ABOVE: Tho usual, block-long tent afforded 
teachers opportunity to get ideas and buy materials. BELOW: 
Dr. Robert Jones was a keynote speaker at tho seminar on 
" Death and Dying." 



CLEAN UP TV 

Wayne Horton 
Everyone who reads this will be aware 

of the "Clean Up TV Campaign" begun by 
our brethren in Joelton, Tennessee. The 
campaign has received national coverage. 
Magazines such as TIME and others have 
carried information about it. Brother 
John Hurt has appeared on "THE TODAY 
SHOW" and ''THE DONAHUE SHOW" 
as well as numer ous local talk shows. In 
view of this success, at least two im
portant things should be noted : 

1. GOSPEL PREACHERS CAN DO A 
GREAT DEAL TO BOOST THE CAM
PAIGN. A few suggestions are: (1) Try 
to convince your local newspaper to do a 
news article' about the campaign. (2) Ask 
to be on a radio talk show in your city. 
Most stations have a "community infor
mation" talk show and would be happy to 
deal with the topic. (3) Run a display ad 
in the loca l paper the same week of the 
news release and the talk show. You will 
find that there are a number of people out
side the church who will want to partici
pate. This will open some doors for evan
gelism and help clean up TV while giving 
the church a good image locally. 

2. A second important thing is WE 
MUST BOYCOTT. I 'm concerned that, 

after receiving such tremendous acceptance 
and success, we will fail to boycott the 
sponsot·s. THE ULTI MATE SUCCESS 
OF THIS CAMPAIGN DEPENDS UPON 
OUR REFUSAL TO BUY THE PROD
UCTS! The sponsors MUST feel the pinch. 
1714 E. Albertson, Hobbs, N.l\1. 

SCRIPTURE TRANSLATIOXS REACH 
NEW PEAK OF 1,710 LANGUAGES 

Since the invention of the printing press 
at least one book of the Bible had been 
published by the end of 1980 in 1,710 of 
the world's languages and distinct dia
lects, according to the American Bible 
Society. 

The American Bible Society's annual 
language count revealed an increase of 27 
languages over the 1979 figure of 1,683 
and marks the first time the Bible or part 
thereof has been published in more than 
1,700 languages. 

Among the many new translations in 
which a whole book of the Bible appea1·ed 
for the first time eight were added in 
Latin America, three in Africa, five in 
Australia, three in the Philippines and 
two in Guinea-Bissau. 

Two complete Bibles were published for 
the first lime: Kimbundu in Angola, and 
Kinandi in Zaire. 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to heip you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Congress. 52.95 

--------rn~~m~~~ -------

FJrm Fowuiation Publishing House 
Box 010, Austin, Texns 78707 

I enclose $ Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Workers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name --------------------------------------------------------

Addr ess - - ------------------------------------------------
CitY------------------------ State __________________ Zip _______ _ 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualify to be a full·t ime PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism. at Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman 
Avenue. P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn .. 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Preacher Wanted 
FOR THE HISTORIC SEAPORT CITY 

OF 
HALIFAX 

This is a full time position. Anyone 
interested should contact: 

DON BROWN 
c/o CHURCH OF CHRIST 
48 CONVOY AVE., 
HALIFAX, N.S. 
CANADA 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 22-25 
Inspirational lecture series combined with 
tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia area. Great Christian 
fellowship and reasonable costs on the 
campus of Northeastern Christian Junior 
College. 

Theme: "Jesus, the 
Great I Am'' 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

J.M. Powell Phillip Morrison 
lany Roberts 
Bill Doniety 

. Jerry Hill 
W.E. Albright 

Greg Anderson 

J. Harold Thomas 
W.A. Ha.nison 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 
Elza Huffard 
Charles Chandler 

r--··-------------------------------• 
: Please send a brochure with full details 
: about the Valley Forge Encampment. 
I 
I 

: Name ----------- -
1 
I 

: Address -----------
1. Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265-1585 

-------------------------------------••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sun<My tllrougll W~,.adey Conflr.rlon~~l : 

: 
116SINGING EMPHASIS lNORKSHOPS" : 

: ( 560 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast.) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually • • • 
: ~4urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 - Phone (404) 449-1202 : 

···~~-··················································································· 
10 [170] FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 17, 1981 



GUIDELINES ON JUDGI NG 

(Continued from page 5) 
Conclus ion 

Judging is a difficult issue. Often the 
line becomes blurred between self-righ
teous judging and p1·oper, necessary, 
moral discrimination. When confronted 
with a crisis of judgment \\"hich seems 
demanded, it becomes necessary to look 
up and to look in before looking out. 

The entire Sermon on the Mount comes 
across to modern readers as a stirl"ing call 
to discipleship. The Kingdom manifesto, 
describing the Kingdom citizen and pro
claiming the Kingdom standards for a new 
order of life, finds brilliant expression in 
this famous discourse of Jesus. Verses 
thirteen and foul-teen of chapter seven 
seem to be a fair summation of the entire 
sermon: "Enter by the narrow gate, for 
the gate is wide and the way is easy t hat 
leads to destruction, and those who enter 

by it. arc many, for the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard that leads to life, and those 
who find it arc few." It is not that we 
shouJd feel burdened or defeated or weary 
or afraid by this stunning directive. 
Rathct·, we should accept the call to be 
different. It will take some judgment to 
be sure, but judging will never be our 
reason for existence. It wasn't. J esus' rea
son for assuming flesh. The short state
ment following one of the most famous 
verses in all the New Testament sum
ma rizes the reason for Jesus' incarnation: 
"For God sent the Son into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him." He came to 
redeem rather than to condemn. Certainly 
we must understand our mission to be the 
same as his. 
330 S. Plano Rd., Richardson, TX 75081 

A F lrJU FoUDdntlon aub•crlptlon makes a 
wonde rCul birthday or anniversary gift. 

EARN 121/4'¥o UP TO 
13% ON YOUR SAVINGS! 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center 
in Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood 

Village in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers. Inc., 
(fo rmerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 

the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12%% interest (1982-1984), 12%% interest (1985-
1987), 123/4% interest (1988-1990), 13% interest 

(1991-1994) paid semi-annually 
BONDS DATED APRIL 1, 1981 

This adveniSemont fs netther an oHer to sell nor a sollcltat•on ot oHers 10 buy any of these bonds. 
Tho offering is made only by 11'\t Prospectus -----------------------------PAYING AGENT- REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK 

P 0. BOX 5961, DALLAS. TEXAS 75222 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
CHRISTIAN CARE CENTERS. INC. 
Box 28908 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75228 PHONE- (214) 270-7583 or 
George D. Tipps 
301 Highwoods Trail 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112 PHONE- (817) 457-4455 
FOR PROSPECTUS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road , Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Serrd /or Broclmre. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

' 1 
~ 

at th e Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

Na!ional 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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THE ENDANGERED SPECIE 

(Continued from page 7) 

take into consideration the rising inflation 
in America, though the actual dollar in
take is greater than ever before, the fact 
is that our contributions have actually 
declined slightly in the past few years. Yet 
perhaps more significant than the actual 
amount given is the way the money is 
dispersed through the budget. Charts 6 
and 7 graphically show the trend toward 
more money being spent on ourselves and 
less on the lost and the needy. 

CHART 6 

DISTIIIIUTK* 0# IIUIIGaT IIY '5 

1S u. 

~~-m -lUI-
DJI. ...... -· 

I~_.,.._,..._ - .... 'I'll ..... 

- 1.11 
"' $,Qt 

CHART 7 

As seen in chart 6, 86% of every dollar 
collected was consumed by the contributing 
church upon itself. That only left 11% 
for mission work and 3% for benevolence. 
It is sad to note that these figures are well 
within the brotherhood average. It is 
sadder to note that 20 years earlier in the 
history of this Oklahoma church, at least 
50% of their contribution was consistently 
given to mission work. 

Chart 7 shows the incessant, growing 
appetite of the local congregation for a 
greater slice out of its contribution dol
lar. The local operation rose with rapid 
pace while all other expenditures remained 
basically the same. Inflation and rising 
energy costs are blamed for the constant 
rise in the cost of the local operation. But 
it i·s interesting to note that inflation did 
not strike any other area of this congrega-
tion's activities. · 

Further evidenced in both charts is the 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Ine. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Pltms o/lneJ. only to workers in 

Cfr:urches of Christ 
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fact that miSSion work and benevolence 
receive only token support. The fluctua
tions in their contributions to those other 
areas indicate that they are more the 
"victim" of mission work and benevolence 
than the "source" of either. Fluctuations 
in giving show that giving is in response 
to publicized needs, rather than the studied 
commitment to promote the constant 
challenge of mission work. 

Such token giving to save the lost and 
to clothe the needy is an indication of self
centeredness that is devastating to the 
cause of Christ. It also shows just how 
concerned we are for our own congrega
tional comfort--more than for the salva-

tion of other's souls. There is a material
istic stance that is evident in our patterns 
of giving and in the distribution of what 
we give. This and other causes of our de
cline will be discussed in the next article. 
3723 34th Street, Sunset School of Preach
ing, Lubbock, Texas 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list of new subscrlp· 

tlons to the FII'ID JrouadaUoa, please be 

aure each has the proper Zip Code number 

after the city and state. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1981 in an expanding bac
calaureate nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and scienc~s supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of maternal-child or medical-surgical. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown Uttle Rock. For further information, contact Mrs. 
Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, AR 72143. 
Phone (SOl) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOl OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jim~y Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

MA VA MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
For Washington, D.C. and Mid-Atlantic Area 

DATE: April 1 0-12, 1981 

LOCATION: Church of Christ 
6149 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, Virginia 

PURPOSE: To present the Lord's work among the four 
million Maya of Mexico and Guatemala 

PARTICIPANTS: 
-Pat and Carol Hile-Guatemalan missionaries 
-Landon Saunders-HEARTBEAT 
-Northeastern Christian College Chorus 
-Tom Olbricht-Eider and Bible teacher 
-Prentice Meador, Jr.-Evangelist 
-Jim and Mary Rackley-Medical Missionaries 
-Richard and Karen Rheinbolt-Ciinica Cristiana 
-and others 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 
P.O. Box 610 
6149 Leesburg Pke 
Falls Church, VA 22207 
Telephone: (703) 820-1346 
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Write for FREE brochures describing 

1981 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1) SWITZERlAND 

May 6-14 
Visiting St. Moritz, Lugano 

and Lucerne 
Sponsored by Abilene Christia n 

University 

(2) ISRAEl AND SWITZERlAND 
September 28-0ctober 12 

One week in Israel and one week 
in Switzerland 

Escorted by Harvey and Sue Porter 

(3) AFRICAN ADVENTURE 
Novmber 4-21 

Visiting South Africa and Kenya 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(4) 
(Sixth Annual) 

MEDITERRANEAN HOlY lAND 
lECTURESHIP TOURS 

April 24-May 8 June 12-26 
October 9-23 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) HOlY lAND 
May 29-June 12 

In depth St udy Tour of Israel 

Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble 
Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(6) HAWAII 
June 4-13 

Luxury Tour of Oahur Maui, 
Hawaii and Kauai 

Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(7) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 8-19 

Visiting Seattle, Vancouver, Lake 
Louise, Banff and Jasper Park 

Escorted by P. D. Wi lmeth 

(8) 

ARRANGED BY 

FOWLER TOURS 

SOUTH AMERICA 
June 22-July 16 

Visiting Ecuador, Peru, 
Argentina and Brazil 

Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(9) AlASKA 
June 16-27 

Visiting Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Mt. McKinley Park, Whitehorse, 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 

Escorted by Jon Jones 

(10) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 24-July 3 

Visiting Ca lgary, Glacier National 
Pa rk, Lake Louise and Banff 

Escorted by Maxie Boren 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES - -------, 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 4 11 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DES IRED (FREE) 

Ff·3·81 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

NAM~---------------------------------------------

ADDRESS·--------------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(11) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 27-July 11 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria , Switzerland and France 

Escorted by Arnold and 
Ruby Mae Watson 

(12) ENCHANTED ISlES 
OF HAWAII 

July 8-17 
Visiting Oahu, Hawaii, Maui and Kaua i 

Fourth Annual Tour 
Escorted by Ralph Casey 

and Burton Landers 

(13) WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND WilliAMSBURG 

July 14-23 
Visiting Washington, Mt. Vernon, 

Gettysburg, Annapolis, Williamsburg 
Escorted by Mrs. Teady Mann 

(14) ORIENT CHINA 
July 24-August 8 

Visiting Japan, Hong Kong, and 
Peoples Republic of China 

Escorted by Robert and Myrtle Banks 

(15) SCANDINAVIA VIKING 
ADVENTURE 

July 24-August 6 
Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by J. Curtis and Nell Manor 

(16) AlASKA 
August 1-12 

Visit ing Anchorage, Mt. McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks and Whitehorse 

4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by George W. Bailey 

(17) HAWAII 
August 4-18 

Visiting Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, Oahu 
Escorted by Dr. Carl Brecheen 

and Dr. Paul Faulkner 

(18) MARITIME CANADA 
September 11-26 

Visiting Quebec, Montreal, Nova Sc~tia, 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswrck 
Escorted by Hulen and Guil/e Jackson 

(19) NEW ENGLAND 
FAlL FOLIAGE 

October 1-8 
Visiting New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 
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BOOKS !J.n f<eview 
BELIEVING. Roger Elwood. 
Standard $16.95 

Elwood spent a month talking, laughing 
and interviewing with the family of the 
Lawrence Welk show. The result was a 
scrapbook. (8% x 11) of full-color pic
tures, intimate glimpses, and personal 
observations about various members of 
that show family. Everything from recipes 
to sacred music to nostalgic photos are in 
this coffee-table masterpiece. 

PEOPLE OF DESTINY. Roger Elwood. 
Standard. l60p. $9.95 

23 public figures ranging from Senator 
Strom Thunnond, to Lawrence Welk and 
Art Linkletter give their views on their 
"Christian" experiences. This reviewer 
does not agree with many of the personal 
philosophies of the celebrated people in
terviewed, but the tone and quality of 
what they have to say about living a 
ciecent, moral, and spiritual life is refresh
ing. 

A FAVORABLE LIFE. Joyce Dunavan. 
Choate. $2 

A thirteen lesson book designed for 
women's classes dealing with finding a 
favorable position with God through obe
dience to Christian principles. 

DILEMA. Judith Shelly. IVP. 165p. $4.95 
In an age in which nurses are faced 

with more and more ethical decisions
some of them in conflict with Doctor's in
structions, there is a need for a clear-cut 
book on what those decisions should be. 
You won't agree with every one recom
mended in this book, but it is an excellent 

treatment of the nurse-patient and nurse
doctor relationship from a "Christian" 
viewpoint. This is a valuable book. 

SERMONS ON THE TEN COMMAND
MENTS. John Stacy. Choat. 110 p. $5 

A thirteen chapter book, comprised of 
first an outline then an extended discus
sion of three introductory themes and 
then of each of the Ten Commandments. 
Suitable for a class book on the Com
mandments. 

GROWING IN THE GRACE AND 
KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST. John Wad
dy. Choate. 112p. $2 

Fifty sermon outlines on themes that 
might be of special interest to babes in 
Christ. 

SERMONS ON SAINTS AND SINNERS. 
John Waddy. Choate.122p. $2 

40 character studies in outline form de
signed for sermons. Fresh and unique ap
proaches of many familiar Bible charac
ters. 

THE CHRISTIAN ENTREPRENEUR. 
Carl Kreider. Herald Press. 222p. $7.95 

Entrepreneurs orianize, manage and 
bear the financial risks of business enter
prises. There are some ethical principles 
that are largely ignored in the business 
world, which no Christian can ignore. The 
Author presents some radical ideas, but 
the businessman who is first of all a 
Christian can find some excellent guidance 
in this book. 

When sending a book for review dn these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All books reviewed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or leas; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

FACULTY OPENINGS 
Freed-Hardeman College invites applications for faculty openings expected in 1981 

in business (management, marketing, or finance), in chemistry (analytical or physical), 
in computer science, and in the library (cataloging). The academic affairs office main
tains a fife of prospective faculty members in all disciplines and welcomes inquiries 
at any time. Applications from minorities and women are welcomed; Freed-Hardeman 
College is an equal opportunity employer. The doctorate is preferred and sometimes 
required. Faithful Christians with at least a master's degree are invited to request an 
application or a prospective faculty form from Dr. J. D. Thomas, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson, TN 38340. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817 /429·1403 
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COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers In the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large C"Orton-4211 carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, eoc&, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubUsldng 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78701 

ernpLqyees 
Of: 

cbcR.cbes q: cbR.fst 
rnsaR.arx:e gR.OCJp ,. • 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . • . . . • $250,1WO.OO 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
~ 80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • • • • . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • . • • Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . • • • . . . • • • • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . • . • ln-Hospftal none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • • • • • • . . • • . • • • $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . • • . • . • • • . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713·376-8087 

"Serfling the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin&e 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 17, 1981 



( L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1. 50 per line. Designed espccinlly to nccommodntc congregations 

ndverLiajnsr meeting- pJnces , preachers s eeking work or congrcg4tione ae~king preachers. Also oUter 
ncceptnble matter. 

BEAR VALLE Y CHU R CH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF niBLICAL ST UDIES 

Prcaching-Pe r!lOnnl Evan~tel ism-Missions 
Exceptionnl Curriculum for Women 

uavvrovcd Cor Vetera n's training" 
Lconurd M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver , Co 80227 

FORT HOOD- JOLLEEN, TEXA.S 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. T r lm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. P h on e 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.llf .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Yo ungficld C t. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Trnnslntion for Denf. Paul W. Hall, E'•an. 

OIUNAWA, JA.l'AN. Help us watch !or 
sou ls of Ch ris tians on Ol<lnawa. Send name/ 
organizatio n to: E lders. Chu r ch of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okina wa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON. VA .. 20 N. Jn·ing St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capitol & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 P.lll. ; Bible Stud)• 9 :30 
A.M. Sun ., 7 : 30 P.M. Wed. For trnnsport.ation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
S11iritual Feast. 
CIIA'rHAJU, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd .. 07928. NORT HIDRN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CI'l'Y AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201- 635-2 688. 
ALASKA - ANCJlORAGE C HURCH OF 
CHRIS'!', 2700 De Barr Rd. ·wm contact 
relntiv<!S or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Itandolph, Box 31•1, Anchor age, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 3<14-57 19. 

nAY AREA SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pl<,a•nnton , Cnllfornln 9 45110 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSillP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clar ence Ma:.;: 
Churrh of Chr ist, 4647 H auanla Rd., Kapaa, Hnwan 
967-IG. 
NORT HWEST CII U RCH OF CHIUST, 15555 15th 
A1·enuo N.E .. Senltle, Wash. 98155. If you kroow 
someone moving to the Creater Seattle area drop 
us a lin<!, or cnll (206) 364-2275. w., w ill contact 
th<!m. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Tnped couracs Cor PREACHER,-TEACHER 
traininll' and other classes on !.ape. Write for free 
Tnpe Catalog nnd Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Exwnsion D<!pnrtment, 2432 27th Street. 
Lubbock. Texns 7941 1. 

LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNIA 
CENTHAL CHURCH OF ClllUST 

12th nnd Hoover Streets 
Sundny worship S .S . 10:00 A.M. 10 :50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
l\Unisters : IAlwis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R=E.,..L""IG=I"'o"'u=s.....,B'-o"'o~K=s•BouGHT. Wayn" St eph ens, 
P.O . Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 7•1801. 

METRO-DENVER AHEA 
Enll'lcwood Church o f Christ. 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-4749 

Mne Bartee. Evan~telis t 

Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons. ladies 
and youth progrnms, etc. nvailable on 'h inch video 
tnpe. Low cost rent.al. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
Linn Video Service, Box 4174, L nn castcr, CA 93539. 
(l\larion D. Owens, Director) 
BREWER, l'tlAlN·E-::::.:,:2~41;:=C;,;.e!..n""te.,-r---,S;-;t-.. ..-.V"'.F"'."W;;-. 'H~a::o..ll. 
Sunday classell, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4989. Viaitcrrs Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE , IND., Z205 Ill, JIIorga.n Ave., 
U.S. 400 En11t Oppoollte H:- JIInrt. Office 47'1· 
S!!71. nobby Wnde, Jllln. 4'70-40\ro, 
SUN CITY, CALlFORNIA- Vnlley Chnreb.of 
ChriHt. Com e visit us. Phone 714-679 -1010. 
Want To Buy: U sed Religious Books. Bob J ackson 
Box 280- Kempnct·, 'l 'exus 76539- 512-932-3333 . 
CII URCII 'PEWS for ~n le. solid onk. with pads . 
927 total feet. Con t.ncL: Su nset Church of Chl'ist. 
2132 2ilh Street . Lubbock. T x . 79411. Phone 806-
7.J.I-8012/ 0581. 
Preacher wnnt.cd June l. Sound man with em phasis 
on oersonal work nnd leadership for mission nrea 
in 1' A. Must hal'e •orne support or we will try to 
heir> ri~ht man find some outside support. Send 
''" 1' r1H•, photo. references and tape sermons. Church 
,f ·ist, Box 7 5. Franklin , PA. 16323. 
~ ruz: 11!11 ,v, 28th St. Sunday
. 1 1 a . m. k 6:30 p .m. Ph. 3H-3750 

PREACH EH AVAILABLE-Experienced, mature, 
Kl.lund in faiLh , ready nnd willing to serve. Call Will 
Moyers , 817-599-6216. W ill Moyers. SSR Box 46A, 
Wcnthc•·ford, 'l'X 76086. 

H OUSEPAREN'fS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CUILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps You arc con sidering Cull-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications a nd 
interviews fo·.r houscpur~nts, christians who arc 
interested in t.ho rcarinlf or boys and g irls in n 
ohristi!u\ wuy. Men should possess skills in main~ 
nnnco or int.crcsl.CJ in ngriculturnl nrcns. Cnmpus 
beauti fica tiona anc.l related works. l( there are those 
in your cong t·cgution who desi re U'is work. Please 
ask them to cont.:1ct Dempsey Simpson nt 612-589-
7725 (day) or 6 1 2-58~-2236 (ni!l'hts and weekends). 
or write to Route 1G, Box 75, llledinn, Texas, 78055. 

W E HEOIN D Cli ERISIIED BIBLES- write for free 
lc:tt.hc.r samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485 
!\bilene. Texas 79604. ' 

(15) 1975 & 1976 :Ford-Superior H Adult Buses. S61 
VS Engines, Automntic Transmission, Power Stee.r
in~:: & 13r:tkes. UuRC6 nre Re-Conditioned and have 
excellent. lire•. !'rices ranl:'e from: $9.500.00 to 
$10,260.00 with n 30 Duy Guarantee. Superior Enter
J>rises, Dallns , Texas (214) 371-5049. Ask for Craig 
\\' ci.lhtJrall. 

A small cOnJ!re~::ation in s mall , V.,.t-Texas town is 
tlesirin-.r a mature rnan to wor k with us. A nice 
houso and utilities nrc furni shed. salary negotiable 
(approximately $22(; weekly). Please write Stanley 
'l'rnmmcll. P .O. Box 419. Aspermont, Texas, or 
call 8 17-989-3381 nft.cr 7:00 P.l\f. 
MANUF:LITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
ncccpt.inK apJ)Iicntions for housepnrenL;;; nnd r-elicf
houRcJ)arcnts. \Vc cnn offer you n sn lury, living cx
pcnMe". meclit·a l insurance. retir·cment insur·ancc. 
\'H t alion nnd days orr. For additionnl information 
and a r>plicnt.ion forms contact J oc II. Booth. Sr .. 
Urawer U. Grtllu1l. NM 87301 or call 1-G05-8G:J-5ii30. 
.. Announcing-: A· minis lr)' to troubled congregations. 
Ch:ulc-s E. Graham, M.D. nnnounces n. cons ultation 
program for l1"0uhlc-cl congregations that. hnve the 
following type or 1>roblcms : 1. Church snl its. 2. 
F;ld<·r disa~trcemenUJ. 3. Advise on hnndlin~,: the 
buqinc~~ of congreunt.ions Lhnt. hnvc no elders. 4. 
Budlfet planni ng. 5. J>rencher seleclion. 6. Employee 
<•valuation. 7. Church discipline. 8. Church mergers . 
For :t free brochure or further informntio n call 
21 ·1-369--IZGI or write P.O. Box 1985. Richardson. 
TexaM 75080. " 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZON A 
Consider tt growing, rccet>tive, eager, active, 
thou!l'hlful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. lllilo llenlley. 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
cvenlnlfs) . CENTURY 21. PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417. HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARI ZONA 86312, 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents rendy to serve) 

If you nrc movin~r anywhere In the U .S.A. or 
Cnnndn we cnn put you in touch with nn ethical. 
cnt·i nll' professionnl Renltor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-91 8-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Ok lahoma 74129. 

Ench o ffice is independently own ed nn d operated. 
SAVEl ON CHUHCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
thrOUJth new JltOperty insurance J'H"O~rnm for T exas 
~on~tregnlions. 25% Dividend. For more in forma tion 
contact. Den F. See. 1734 S. Clack , Sui te F. Abilene . 
'I'~'"'" 7060~. (916) 692-5085. A!l'ents welcome. 
Avnilnble : Chris tian Couns ellor w ishes to work in 
n rounsellinlf min istry o f the Lord's church. or to 
h•h> hnil<l n fnmily lifl' pro~tram. Reeent !l'raduate 
of Ahilenc ChriRtinn University's Mns ters Program 
:>f !llarria~te and F'nmily Studies. I hnvc completed 
"'" internship in individual and family counsellin~. 
Rcpumc and referf'nc~ fu r nis hed on request. Contact 
.Jim 1\cy nt 91o/ 6i3-3153 or write 3i37 Concord. 
Ab iiPne. Texns 7%0a. 
" Used Pews for snle. 131onde oak w / red paddin~t. 
~ 0 npws 9' lonl! nnd 20 pews 12' lonl\'. Contact 
Az~le C. of C. nl 8 17/ 444 -4202 or Guy Harrell al 
F t7/4 •14-a~3G ... 

JNVESTJGATI!ll The Firm Foundnflon 
trle" to "creen ntlvertl,.ln~. nncl will not 
lmowln~ly tnke ftneNtlounhle llth·erthcln~. 
lint It Is t h e r cn clcr'" responslhlllty to bt
veRtl,;:nte. I,IJC"C nny otltcr pnpcr. we llomc
tlmeH unwlttlu~ly run nn unwortl1y nd. 
AH the old Nny lng goc11. before you InveNt, 
lnn•,.tfl::ntc l 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
;n the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
tes nr.c occepted . 

Lynn Huff, 2000th g raduate of the 
IVAN STEWART PERSONAL EVAN
GELISl\1 IMPROVEMENT COURSE, is 
presented his Graduation Certificate by 
Brother Stewart in Oklahoma City. 

Ludwig Linke, Oestricher Str. 19, D-
6200 Wiesbaden, Germany-For many 
years the church in Western Europe has 
not had the attention that these great, 
historic nations deserve. God be thanked 
that t here seems to be an awakening. 

West Germany with 61.5 million people 
is important to us. At last year 's Euro
pean Lectureship about 345 congregations 
with 10,000 members were repor ted in all 
of Em·ope, with 10% in West Germany. 
We have 23 congregations, all with less 
than 100 members. Berlin and Hamburg 
have elders. Eight have f ull time preach
ers who are German. 7 others have Ameri
can preachers. 

There are many opportunities in the 
German mission field, both with estab
lished congregations and in new efforts. I 
will be glad to correspond wit h any who 
are interested in helping us get the gospel 
to the German people. 

Hobart E. Ashby, Garden City, Michi
gan; In 1980 we baptized f ifty-eight peo
ple. Successful meetings were held by Paul 
Watson and Gordon Smith. 

On J a nuary 18th, my wife and I entered 
in to our seventeenth year of labor with 
th is good church. Dennis and Terri Swin
dle moved from Oklahoma to begin work
ing with us on February 8, 1981. 

Wayne T. Hall is to be here in a gospel 
meeting, May 3 thr ough 5. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy ). Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or ca ll for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED ~~ KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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SttOngc 
The quality of achievement at Oklahoma 
Christi~n College is not limited to its 
beautiful campus in Oklahoma City. 
Students can enjoy unique experiences 
when they explore outside the traditional 
classroom setting. Each summer, OCC 
students combine their academic 
background and spiritual commitment by 
participating in mission campaigns, cross
cultural-exchange programs and foreign 
tours. 

The influence of OCC students wi ll reach seven 
continents this year. Mission campaign efforts 
and a comprehensive exchange program with 
lbaraki Christian College provide avenues for teaching 
others about Christ whi le learning about different cul
tures of the world. A three-week tour of Europe also en
hances students' appreciation and understanding of 
history, the arts and international politics. This outreach d 
is a treasured educational experience and provides I 
world neighbors an insight into the values of ~~ 

Christian education. ~ ~ t-,. 

Lectures, lab experiments, and seminars i . 1 •• 

help the spirit of achievement grow 
stronger at Oklahoma Christian College. 

Cross cultural exchange student 
demonstrates traditional 

oriental tea ceremony • 
( 

()kJahoma G Christian _/0 
College \ 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73111 

.. 

-
r 
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A SPANISH LITERATURE FACTORY is operated in Houston, turning out 

gospel literature of a ll kinds for the Spanish speaking world. Local members 

of H ouston churches assist in the assembling and mailing of countless 

thousands of tracts, Bible correspondence courses, Bible school materials, 

etc. Harris Goodwin, missionary to the Latin world for over thirty yea rs 
directs the print ing operation which is under the oversight of the Garden 
O aks church. The interior of the printing plant is pictured he re, show ing 

some of the work in progress, and a few of those who help to keep a flow 

of Gospel lite rature going to Latin America. 

Austin, Texas, March 24, 1981 
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World Vis ion 
As the treadmill on which most men plod continues to 

increase its speed, we find ourselves faced with the ne
cessity of making some decisions. They can't be put off 
much longer. Our destiny will be determined by t hem 
whether 'they be profound and well publicized decisions 
that suddenly alter our course, or whether t hey be 
minute and imperceptible, but never the less powerful 
influences in deter mining which way we go. 

The world is lost-and we haven't changed it much in 
our generation. People are being born much faster than 
we are reaching them, ancl the percentage of the world's 
population that has heard t he gospel is decreasing 
r ather than increasing. We must never forget that 
preaching the gospel requires a worldwide con~ern and 
a worldwide vision. 

There a r e gr oss inequities in our world-not only 
money-wise but in hearing the gospel. 98 % of the 
pr eachers are still preaching to 5% of the people. And 
worse yet, they ar e preaching mostly to ourselves. 

It is easy for us to demand an increasing level of 
luxury-as yesterday's luxuries become today's necessi
ties. We feel we cannot get a long without air-condition
ing and padded pews. Yet, a vast majority of the ear th's 
population has neither. We sometimes think of curtail
ing our efforts at worldwide evangelism, when we know 
that the world will have no other hope of hearing the 
gospel. 

The shrinking dollar is severely affecting the preach
ing of the gospel around the world. We may be faced 
with getting the gospel out in some other way than in 
missionary salaries. Really, the Lord doesn't have any 
money shor tages. Only we who are on ear th, with our 
minds and t reasures here, have shortages. If we think 
of "our money" we are thinking in ter ms of this world. 
If we think of our treasure in heaven, it is all HIS 
money. 

If we turn ourselves into a naval-gazing brotherhood 
we ought to die. And we will. The fields were never 
whiter unto harvest than now. Let the church look up, 
not down. Let it look out, not in. Let it develop a world 
vision rather than a "me first" near-sightedness. If 
J esus suddenly appeared in our midst he would no doubt 
ask why we spend 987a of ouT energies and money on 
5% of the world's population. 

We preach the church to death while two and a half 
billion people die ·without ever hearing the name of 
Jesus, and most of the r est of the earth's four billion 
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never learn the truth about him. We do not believe that 
the Lord will hold the church g uil tless if it does not do 
something quickly to improve its world vision. In t!1is 
partnership the Lord who died to save the lost ·wants a 
bride-not a housekeeper. 

We are forcing our preachers into secondary r oles
marriage counselors, printers, church managers, what 
have you, whereas their primary function is evangelism. 
Evangelism is suffering and we are in serious trouble 
and don't know it . While ·we preach on the subject of 
the great commission the church has become almost 
totally un-evangeli cal. For the first time in our history 
our experts tell us we are shrinking in membership. Un
less we can restore a world vision to t he chuxch we may 
become extinct soon after the turn of the cent ury, they 
tell us. We had better listen. 

We can preach the gospel to the whole world any day 
we want to. We have the men. We have the money. We 
have the Bible knowledge. The r eason we are not doing 
it is because we don't want to. If we could get elders, 
deacons and preachers to spend as much of their own 
money going to see the fields that a re so white as they 
spent on sports and hunting trips we would send and 
support multiple preachers in a hundred nations. Until 
they are willing to do that, please excuse us if we doubt 
that even they, much less the church as a whole take , 
their religious commitment seriousl y. Brother, go ahead 
and bury your mother-in-law, and take your good wife 
and go to the other side of the world if necessary to 
preach the gospel. Preachers have to do it . If evangeli
zation is left to the elders we will never get out of the 
city limits. 

A staggering multitude is being introduced to th is 
old world of sin every day. And another staggering 
multitude leaves it every day. The only chance we have 
of preventing t~e departing multitude from entering 
Hell is for us to see the opportunity to alter its course 
during the brief span between its advent and its de
partur~. 

Slow death sets in when t he church is no longer out
raged over what the Devil has clone to our world. It 
must hate a passive role, and swing the sword of the 
spirit with a vengeance. Let us lift up our eyes and look. 
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They Changed Their World 
CHARLES COOK 

One version of the great commtsston says, "Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel ... " That's exactly what the first 
century Christians did and thus it can be said they changed their 
world. When Paul and company passed through Thessalonica on 
the second missionary tour the reputation preceeded them so 
that some said, "These are the men who have turned the world 
upside down and now have come here." In that early century, 
without the aid of radio, television, newspapers and advertising 
agencies, Christ's followers turned their world upside down for 
him. The whole Roman Empire felt the impact of their presence! 
Within thirty years of the Church's beginning Paul could say 
that the message of the Kingdom had been broadcasted to every 
area of the then civilized world. 

In Acts 19:26 it says almost all the pagan worshippers of Asia 
felt the pressure and impact of that early church. Especially 
from the dynamic Apostle Paul. In Ephesus he accomplished 
some of his greatest works for Christ and under the force of 
his proclamation of God's Word idolatry crumbled and fell. By 
the time Paul was imprisoned for Christ (60 A.D.) he could 
report that there were believers even in Ceasar's household. 
Historians estimate that by 100 A.D. approximately one-tenth 
of the Roman Empire professed Christainity. And so, it can 
truly be said they changed their world. 

One fact that seems clear is: They had a dream. God had been 
working in the affairs of man for forty centuries to unfold his 
scheme of redemption. In Galatians 4 :4 Paul indicated that 
Christ came at the exact time when God decided to fulfill his 
plans. So, Jesus had just entered the scenes of history and it 
was a time of great excitement. Salvation had been brought 
down and the greatest power on earth was unleashed (Romans 
1:16). Those early Christians caught hold of that power and it 
became the thing they made plans about in the daytime and 
dreamed about at night. Christians today must understand that 
all the excitement, power, plans and dreams of those days are 
available to us in our time. We can tap those same resources 
and likewise change our world. 

The size of our dreams will determine our effectiveness. When 
Christians think small they accomplish little. When our goals 
are hazy and undefined we are rendered ineffective. How many 
congreg-ations among us are without dreams and goals? No 
doubt too many! They are dying! They have lost or never had 
that early church's concept of its purpose, which was to win 
soul's. They are without understanding. Pronounce them dying, 
dying, dead! 

There is a formula for success, devised by a successful man, 
which says, "Decide what you want and write it down." Too 
many churches do not know what they want to do, they have 
only a hazy notion, but there is nothing specific in their minds. 
Every church needs to decide what it wants to accomplish and 
write it down •.. and then work that plan. Without plans and 
goals and dreams like those early Christians had, any church 
will perish. We need to determine what we want to do and the 

how will follow. We get this turned around. We say, "I don't 
know how we are ever going to win the lost." Too many of us 
have never thought about what we as individuals and congrega
tions want to do for the Lord, we have all been too worried about 
how the brotherhood might accomplish its task. Jesus said, "All 
things are possible to him who believes" (Mark 9:23), and be
cause reaching the lost is within the realm of his commission to 
us, all we have to do is determine the what .•. he will provide 
the HOW! And, the bigger the what (our dreams, our goals, our 
plans) the more likely the how. 

People look at some of our great soul winning congregations 
today, and we have several, and say, "That church is amazing." 
Well, what makes them amazing? Their buildings? Their num
bers? Their location? No! The answer is, they have amazing 
things to do! Things which they have dreamed about and 
planned and set down in writing as a goal. Dead churches with 
no dreams will never do anything amazing! When a church 
revives that first century dream of doing things for Jesus, that's 
what it will do. 

Another thing which seems clear is: They acted on their 
d'J'eams. In Acts 16:9 it relates that Paul had a dream one night 
in which he saw a man from Macedonia pleading for him to come 
over into the European Continent and preach the gospel. We have 
come to refer to his dream as "The Macedonian Call." The very 
next day Paul acted on his dream. I am certainly not suggesting 
that today we should expect God to send each of us a dream in 
the night, or some such sign, in order to motivate us. Our "Mace
danian Call" is already recorded in the form of the written 
,New Testament. We are automatically commissioned to take the 
gospel into every territory on earth and share it with every 
ethnic group that will listen. That commission is our dream! We 
need to respond to it as Paul responded to his dream . • . he 
immediately acted upon it! 

If the fields were "white unto harvest" when Jesus was in the 
flesh, and there were only 250 million people at that time, then 
with 4.5 billion souls today the situation is that many times 
MORE urgent. 

May that day hasten when more of our number catch a 
glimpse of what those early disciples saw and then may we find 
faith to act upon it. 

Sunset Church of Christ, 3723 34th Street, Lubbock, Texas 79410 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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WALK W ITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-

A Provoked Spirit 
CLIFTON ROGF:RS 

Indifferent ! That might be said of some men and women but 
not of the apostle Paul. Deep was his compassion for the lost 
(Rom. 1:14; 9:1f, 10:1f), and strong was his feeling toward 
idolatry and corruption. He wasn't an "angry man" (as that 
terminology is used today) , but his spirit was provoked within 
him as he beheld the evil in the world of his day. This righteous 
anger was another facet of his devotion to the way of his Lord, 
another key to his power, thru£t and perseverance as an evange
list for Christ. He could and did get upset to the point of vigor
ous action to produce change for good. Like his Master before 
him (John 2:17 ; Psalm 69:9), zeal for God's house consumed 
him. Here was a throbbing activist, not an indifferent passivist. 

Provoked Spir it 
Anger to Action. While the apostle Paul waited at Athens for 

Silas and Timothy to join him in the city (Acts 17:15, 16), "his 
spirit was provoked within him as he beheld the city full of 
idols." He had evidently walked the five miles from the seaport, 
observing on both sides of the walled street (walls 250 feet 
apart) the shrines and statues. Nearing the Agora (market 
place) he saw the great temple of Zeus, and above the Agora 
was the Acropolis where all could see the magnificent temples, 
especially the Parthenon (Doric temple of Athena, 238 feet long 
and 111 feet wide, with 46 massive and ornate columns about it) . 
Somewhere the apostle also saw an altar with the inscription, 
To An Unknown God (reportedly there were a number of such 
altars in Athens). Believing what he had through all his life 
about the one, true, living God, and now being an apostle of the 
only Son of God, Jesus Christ, his spirit was provoked within 
him to the point that he "reasoned in the synagogue with the 
Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day 
with them that met him" (Acts 17:16, 17). He had sent for Silas 
and Timothy to be his fellowworkers, but he could not await 
their arrival. So vigorous and expressive was he that he was 
brought to the Areopagus with the request, "May we know what 
this new teaching is, which is spoken by thee? ... we would 
know therefore what these things mean" (Acts 17:19, 20). 
There he boldly proclaimed the living God and Christ! 

Power of Indifference. While we are thrilled to see the power 
of a "provoked spirit," let us also realize that indifference is not 
powerless. I ndeed, indifference is one of the most powerful 
agents employed by the devil in his endeavor to defeat the pur
poses and plans of Jehovah for mankind. Any good cause can be 
kept from advancing because of the indifference of people; any 
project of service will stutter, fa lter, and grind to a halt because 
of indifference. Good works may be destroyed by a frontal at
tack of loud opposition, but usually the same end is achieved 
through unconcern and noninvolvement. 

Look at each of the Beatitudes set forth by our Lord Jesus in 
his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 :1-12) and see how it 
would be devastated by indifference-poor in spi1it, moum, 
meek, hunger and thi rst after righteousness, merciful, pure in 
heart, peacem~er, persecuted for righteousness' sake. "Let your 
light shine before men" (ver se 16) is an exhortation for the 
heart-felt development a nd employment of these great pl'inciples 
of character in daily living. Any one of them, and all of them, 
can be starved through indifference. Yes, indifference is not 
weak- it is negatively powerful! 
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Power of Anger 

Motivation to Action. But, just as indifference results in non
action, so righteous anger produces activity. Indeed it provides 
the starting power to get moving and stimulates the energy to 
keep going ! Many of us need t his spirit of provocation today. 
All too often we are r esigned to accepting what is, as if it were 
inevitable. Even though in America we can have part in t he 
democratic processes of government, and we can speak our con
victions and persuasions freely, and we can try to get others to 
join with us in influencing our social order, we may make little 
effort to cha11ge th ings for the better. Part of that inactivity 
may result from our feelings of futility, and part of it may 
come from possible embarrassment of opposition from those 
who disagree with us. Perhaps the larger reason is that it is so 
much easier to do nothing than to do something-particularly 
when our influence would probably be so minuscule. 

Be assured of this one thing, however, if we get disgusted 
enough about what is ~appening in our neighborhoods, if we 
get angry enough about the ways things are going, we will l?·y 

to bring about a change for the better. How we do need to get 
provoked! In Athens the apostle Paul, provoked by evidences of 
idolatry, could not be inactive. He did what he could. He rea
soned with the citi zens, firmly committed to the truth of what 
he had to say, and obviously hopeful that some would be in
fluenced by his reasoning. His provocation wasn' t only to the 
point of his sorrowing about the conditions in the city, nor only 
to the point of complaining about the matter. His dynamic mes
sage of faith didn 't bear fruit in very many lives, but it bore 
fruit in some (Acts 17 :32-34). Seed had been planted that might 
well germinate and be productive later on. And, oh, think about 
the influence of t he new converts as they touched the lives of 
families and friends. Paul didn't turn that city upside down (see 
Acts 17 :6) by converting hosts of people who would compose a 
large congregation,· but his being in Athens made a difference. 
Even so, you and I can't do all the things we m ight like to do, 
iior can we influence the actions of others to the degree we 
might hope, but "making some differ ence" is better than "mak
ing no difference" every time! How about getting upset enough 
to TRY?! 

Anger f o Compassion. Anger, stimula ting us to deep concern 
and to r esolution for action , can increase our compassion in a 
pronounced way. How the provoked apostle Paul must have 
yeamed for the Athenians- they were "as sheep not having a 
a shepherd" (see Matthew 9 :36) . So, too, when we are provoked, 
our hearts can throb with compassion for the sinful, the mis
guided, the u nderprivileged, the disadvantaged, the lost. Like 
the apostle Paul, we have a heart's desire and prayer to God 
that they may be saved (Romans 10:1). The pain in our hearts 
(Romans 9 :2) may surface t ime and again because of provoca
tion. We will even pray for those who despitefully use us or 
persecute us (Matthew 5 :44) . But being indifferent, we will 
neither hurt inside nor try to do anything to bring about a 
change. 

Someone has wisely said : "Tr ust a person li ttle who praises 
everyone; trust a person less who criticizes everyone ; hust a 
person least who is indifferent." Amen. 
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The Abiding Word 
VERNON RAY 

"To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may 
hear? Behold, their ears are closed, they cannot listen; 
behold, the Word of the Lord is to the1n an object of scorn, 
they take no pleasure in it." 

Sounds like a description of the age in which we live, doesn't 
it? But it isn't. It is Jeremiah, the prophet, describing the atti
tude of the people in his day concerning the Word of God. 

From new rules to new norms to the "new morality," we have 
put a premium on newness. New is equated with being superior; 
old with being inferior. Perhaps you have heard of the little boy 
who walked into the kitchen one day and said, "Mother, do you 
remember that vase that has been in the family for three gen
erations now? Well, this generation just broke it!" It has been 
the tendency of this generation to evaluate as less than adequate 
and cast aside many of those very things which former genera
tions considered valuable and necessary. Unfortunately, for 
many people one of those carelessly discarded items has been 
God's Word, the Bible. 

Now there is nothing inherently wrong with improvement 
(newness), whether in society or the tools of society. In fact, 
some things of necessity must be continually updated and im
proved to remain useful. On the other hand, some things by theh· 
very nature defy improvement. The "faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints" is one of those enduring items. 

The Bible Has Endured Time 
Peter makes an interesting claim for the enduring quality of 

the Word in I Peter 1:23-25 : 
You have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of 
imp.erishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 
for 

"All flesh is like grass 
and all its glory like the /rower of 

grass. 
The grass withers, and the flower 

falls, 
but the word of the Lord abides for ever" • • • 

All natural vegetation has its day, but soon enough is dead 
and gone. Peter's description of God's Word is exactly the op
posite: "living and abiding." For Peter, God's Word could never 
become dead or obsolete. Rather, it would speak to men in every 
age-supplying ultimate direction and meaning in their lives. 
Its truth would be just as vital, just as relevant today, nearly 
twenty centuries removed from Peter, as it was the day it was 
divinely revealed to him. 

The Bible has more manuscript evidence than any ten pieces 
of classical literature (Plato, Aristotle, Tacitus, etc.). There are 
some 5,000 Greek manuscripts of New Testament passages 
alone. In addition, there are the ancient versions, ea1·ly lection
aries, and the quotations of the scriptures in early Christian 
writers. For the Old Testament the situation is similar. The an
cient Hebrews preserved the text of the O.T. as no other manu
script had ever been preserved. They went to the extent of count
ing not only lines and paragraphs, but words, syllables, and even 
letters to make sure nothing was added to or omitted from the 
sacred text. 

If completely destroyed, the Bible could be totally reproduced 
simply from the quotations of it to be found on the shelves of 
any public library. What does all thi~ mean? Only that God in 
his providence has provided for the careful preservation and 
reproduction of his eternal Word, the Bible. 

The Bible Has Endured Persecution 
Approximately 2500 years ago, Jehoiakim, king of Judah, took 

a penknife and cut the scroll of Jeremiah's prophecy into pieces 
and then threw it, piece by piece, into the fire. He destroyed the , 

scroll, but he didn't destroy the message of the prophet-the 
Word of God. In chapter 26, verse 32, we find the words of the 
scroll being re-written and those words are with us today. Un
fortunately, Jehoiakim did not enjoy such longevity. He died in 
disgrace, and Jeremiah tells us that he received the "burial of an 
ass" (Jer. 22:18, 19). The irony of history or the providence of 
God? 

Scarcely 300 years after the life and death of Jesus, Diocle
tian, the Roman emperor, began a mass persecution of Chris
tians. Burning churches, killing the men and enslaving the wom
en, he deprived of their legal rights any who claimed to be 
Christians. A heavy and relentless attack of the Bible accom
pained the persecution. Diocletian made an effort to destroy 
every copy of the Holy Scriptures in existence. On one occasion 
he erected a monument over the ashes of burned Bibles. The 
inscription on the monument read: "Extinco Nomine Christian
arum . ... "Extinct is the name of Christians." The irony of it 
all is that only 25 years later the next emperor, Constantine, 
commissioned Eusebius to produce 50 Bibles at the expense of 
the Roman government and then provided places for them to be 
read publicly throughout the empire. 

Voltaire, the famous French infidel, prophesied in 1750 that 
that within one hundred years both the Bible and Christianity 
would be extinct. Twenty-eight years later Voltaire was extinct. 
Fifty years after his death the Geneva Bible Society was using 
not only Voltaires own printing press, but his house, to produce 
and distribute thousands of Bibles throughout Europe. 

Robert Ingersoll, the American agnostic and orator, once 
boasted while holding a Bible in his hand, "In fifteen years I 
will have this book in the morgue!" Within fifteen years Inger
soll had experienced the morgue, but it was his own-the grave. 
The irony of history or the providence of God? 

From the days of the Roman Empire to the present-day 
Marxist regimes of eastern Europe, men have attacked the 
Bible and tried to destroy it. But still it "lives and abides." The 
words of Jesus while prophesying the fall of Jerusalem still 
ring true and clear: "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). 

The Bible Has Endured Criticism 
How sweet are thy words to my 

taste, 
sweeter than honey to my 

mouth! 
Through thy precepts I get 

understanding; 
therefore I hate every false 

way. (Psalms 119 :103-4) 

Not all have shared the respect and love for the Word of God 
that David displayed. Many have dealt with the Bible in a cold 
and ruthless manner; treating it merely as an academic subject 
to be pursued rather than a message from the Creator to be 
contemplated and obeyed. For nineteen centuries men have 
sought to overthrow its authenticity and destroy its validity. No 
other book has been dealt with so savagely, attacked so cruelly, 
chopped and cut so ruthlessly, nor scrutinized so severely. Yet, 
no book is so loved, so read, so studied, by so many as is the 
Bible. 

In the words of H. L. Hastings, a great student of the Bible 
from a generation past, all the assaults on the Bible combined 
have made about as great an impression upon that great book 
"as a man with a tack-hammer would on the Pyramids of 
Egypt" (ibid., p. 17, 18). As David put it, "Forever, 0 Lord, thy 
word is firmly fixed in the heavens" (Psalms 119 :89). 

The Bible not only makes a claim of endurance, but it also 
predicts the time when certain people will reject that claim and 
fall into skepticism concerning God's Word. "For the time is 
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth 

(Continued on page 11) 
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lmportan(e of the Old Testament 
How important is the Old Testament to 

your Christian life? Many people appar
ently think the Old Testament has little 
value except for sermon illustrations and 
Bible stoiies for children. The Old Testa
ment is seen as good stuff for children, but 
not for adults. After all, the plan of sal-

, vation is not there. Children need to hear 
about little Samuel going to live in God's 
House, David fighting Goliath, and baby 
Moses. But what can the Old Testament 
say to adults? It apparently says little 
about Jesus and the church, and nothing 
at all about baptism. 

A very important distinction must be 
made between Old Testament law and Old 
Testament Scripture. It is true that the 
legal demands of the old covenant were 
"nailed to the cross," but this in no way 
negates the value of Old Testament Scrip
ture. 

Jesus taught that the sacred writings of 
the Old Testament are vitally important. 
He constantly quoted Scripture in his pub
lic ministry (Matt. 19:4-5; John 10:34), 
in personal temptation (Matt. 4:1-11), and 
even in the face of death (compare Matt. 
27:46 with Ps. 22:1). The Apostles also 
used the Hebrew Bible in their preaching 
and teaching (Acts 2:14-36; 17:2-3, 11; 
18:28), and always spoke of it in the high
est terms (Rom. 15:4; I Tim. 4:13; II 
Tim. 8:15-17; II Pet. 1 :20-21). The Old 
Testament is as much the Word of God 
as the New Testament, and as such is al
ways relevant to human needs. 

The Old and New Testaments are often 
kept apart, as if there is a great gulf fixed 
between them, as if the Old Testament be
longs to Judaism and the New Testament 
to Christianity. It is often assumed that 
the New Testament Scriptures have re
placed the Old. But such is not the case. 
As W. D. Davies bas written, "The Old 
Testament and New are two parts of a 
single whole: they constitute one volume, 
the Bible" (Invitation to the New Testa
ment, p. 3). 

Background to the New Testament 
The Old Testament serves as back

ground for the thought and life of New 
Testament times. And indeed the New 
Testament cannot be fully understood 
without the Old Testament. This collection 
of writings formed the Bible of our Lord 
and of the early church. Many of the cus
toms and beliefs of the Jewish people of 
Jesus' day have their origin in the Old 
Testament. In order to understand these 
people and their way of life, one must 
understand something of their heritage. 
Jesus' teachings and his disputes with the 
religious leaders must be seen against the 
backdrop of Old Testament Scripture. The 
New Testament moves in the world of 
ideas of the Old. The concepts of the Sab
bath, fasting,_ acceptable worship, mar
riage and divorce, the Messiah, and the 
kingdom of God all have their bases in the 
Old Testament. Jesus' teachings concern
ing his mission and the meaning of dis
cipleship are couched in Old Testament 
terms. Even in the doctrines of the church, 
which we may think are quite distinctive, 
the concepts of the Hebrew Bible play an 
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important role. In the words of John L. 
McKenzie, "the Old Testament is the first 
and indispensable commentary to the 
New." 

The Old Testament serves as a founda
tion for the promises fulfilled in Jesus. 
The Apostle Paul writes, "For all the 
promises of God find their Yes in him" 
(II Cor. 1:20). The Hebrew Bible is a book 
of hope. It is an incomplete book; it points 
to the future; it glories in hope, but it is a 
hope with no fulfillment until the coming 
of Jesus the Messiah. Jesus is the answer 
to the hopes and longings of ancient Israel. 
He confirms Israel's history. He is the as
surance that her hope was not in vain and 
that God was faithful to his word. The 
promises made to Israel provided a foun
dation for Jesus' work on earth. All of the 
promises of God concerning the Messianic 
Age, whether to Abraham (Gen. 12:3; 
28:14; Acts 3:25), David (II Sam. 7:12-
16), or one of the prophets (lsa. 11:1ff; 
14:29ff; Jes. 31:31-24), find their "Yes" 
in Jesus. As someone has so well observed: 
"Old Testament prophecies run to Christ, 
as tidal rivers to the sea, only to feel his 
reflex influences upon them." 

Doctrine 
The Old Testament is important doc

trinally. Many doctrines are treated both 
in the Old and New Testaments. The He
brew Bible forms a doctrinal base for New 
Testament writings. Numerous doctrines 
which have their birth in the Old Testa
ment come to maturity in the New. An 
understanding of the Old Testament doc
trines of election, atonement, covenant, 
salvation, redemption, and holiness are 
essential in understanding the New Testa
ment. 

The Old Testament actually says more 
than the New on certain topics. One learns, 
for example, much more about creation 
from the Old Testament than from the 
New. There is simply nothing in the New' 
Testament to compare with the treatment 
of creation found in Genesis, Job, or the 
Psalms. Again, the Old Testament de
velops the doctrine of God in a· way that 
the New does not. The Old Testament 
unfolds the revelation of a personal God 
who stands both behind and in the uni
verse. It insists not only that he exists, but 
also declares his character and action in 
the world. For Old Testament writers it 
was in God's actions that his greatest self
revelation took place. And so the writers 
especially delighted in recounting his won
derful deeds and saving acts. The New 
Testament proclaim's God's greatest act 
of self-revelation in Jesus Christ, but gen
erally does not deal with God's nature to 
the same extent as the Old. The New 
Testament assumes the Old Testament 
view, and builds upon it. 

The Old Testament deepens our under
standing of the New Testament by illus
trating New Testament principles. The 
Old Testament is rich in images of people, 
places, and events. These images give 
warmth and color to New Testament prin-

ciples by putting them into flesh and 
blood. It is in the people and events of the 
Old Testament that we see ourselves mir
rored. Mankind with all its successes and 
failures, strengths and weaknesses is pic
tured there. In a very real sense, the New 
Testament teaches us how to live life in 
the way it was meant to be lived, and the 
Old Testament illustrates that life in liv
ing colors. 

Moral Value 
The Old Testament contains great moral 

value. While it is true that we are no 
longer under the dictates of the Law, we 
nonetheless can gain insight into morality 
from its teachings. Where can one find a 
moral standard which matches both the 
grandeur and simplicity of the Ten Com
mandments? Where can one find anything 
to compare with the holy indignation of 
the prophets, as they cry out for righteou
ness, mercy, and justice? Jesus' moral 
teachings were deeply rooted in the He
brew Scriptures. When he was asked 
which commandment was greatest, he re
plied in the words of Deuteronomy and 
Leviticus: "Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart .•. soul •.. mind." and 
"Love your neighbor as yourself." Love for 
God and Love for neighbor is the basis of 
morality for both Jesus and the Old Testa
ment. New Testament morality is ground
ed in the Old Testament. 

Devotional Value 
The Old Testament has abundant devo

tional value. Throughout history men have 
turned to the Old Testament for inspira
tion, comfort, and guidance in their own 
devotional thoughts. The thoughts and 
emotions expressed in these writings are 
timeless in their application to the human 
condition. They reflect the best and worst 
in man as be faces the Eternal One. The 
Book of Job is a rich source of devotional 
thought. The righteous sufferer of every 
age has found in· Job a parallel to his own 
experience. The sense of God's vastness, 
and the vastness of the human drama are 
pictured in magnificient colors. The books 
of the prophets also have their devotional 
value. In the prophets one finds a dazzling 
picture of the attributes of God-his glory, 
majesty and might. This overwhelming 
image I~aves one filled with wonder and 
adoration. 
· The Psalms in particular are a source 
of inspiration. The Psalms range from the 
valleys of despair and anguish, to the 
mountains of faith, spiritual longing, and 
praise. Dean Church remarks that the 
Psalms lift us into an atmosphere of re
ligious thought and feeling, which is the 
highest that man has ever reached (The 
Gifts of Civilization, pp. 391ff). They ex
press the deepest needs and longings of 
the human heart. As a devotional guide the 
Psalms are unsurpassed. 

The Scriptures of the old covenant are 
as much the Word of God as the New 
Testament. If we neglect or ignore them 
we will be the less for it. "Your word, 0 
Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the 
heavens" (Ps. 119 :89). 
ISU Station, Box 1154, Ames, lA 50010 
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Church Growth Series (5) 

The Spiritual Recession-Its External Causes 
GERALD PADEN 

The downward trend in the church discussed in the first 
article of this series, and verified in later articles, is cause for 
serious alarm. The immediate, urgent need of the hour is to dis
cover the causes for the decline so that healthy remedial solu
tions can be prescribed and carefully pursued. The seriousness of 
the situation demands that we be both honest with ourselves and 
objective in our evaluations. We need to engage in self-studies 
that are exhaustive, bringing every facet of church life under 
scrutiny. For evidently no single thing that we are doing, or not 
doing, is the source of all our ills. 

This is not the time for an exhaustive treatment of the outside 
influences that dull our functions. Just a brief statement will be 
made about each. Nor will these causes be listed in the order of 
their importance-for they seem to fluctuate from time to time 
at least in the weight they carry against us. In this article w~ 
will give attention only to external factors that militate against 
the church and its members. 

Socio-economic Factors 
1) Materialism-It makes creature comforts the aim of life. 

It offers strong temptations to church members to get caught 
up in its tread-mill life-style. It would change our value systems 
from heavenly to worldly goods. And it results in a secularism 
that is devastating to spiritual commitments. We are sur
~ounded by a hedonistic society that seems to be exercising more 
mfh:ence on us than we are on it. Materialism causes the Chris
tian who gets a raise to think in terms of what else he can buy, 
rather than how much more he can give to the Lord's cause. 
Luxuries easily become necessities, and things become our mas
ters. Sacrifice ·loses meaning while possessions are made the 
status-symbols of success. 

In the early church the attitude universally expressed was: 
"Not one of them said that aught of the things which he pos
sessed was his own." John warned Christians against the dan
gers of materialism: "Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world ... the world passeth away, and the lusts 
thereof .•. They had a "heavenly mind-set." 

2) Urbanization-The grass-roots of our brotherhood at the 
time of the division from the First Christians in 1906 was lo
cated in rural areas. Most of- the urban churches were swept 
away in the digression. But now rural churches are being deci
mated with staggering rapidity and many of them are closing 
their doors and merging with city congregations. The "faithful 
few" commute to urban churches on Lord's Day and the rest 
tend to die on the vine. City churches are not geared to minister 
to the stragglers left out on the farm. Those who move into 
population centers are thus separated from the "roots" of their 
early church life and are set adrift in a world of anonymity. 
Without family or "home-church" ties to keep them on track 
they too soon die. ' 

But in the early church, those who were uprooted from their 
homes, or were scattered abroad "went about preaching the 
word" (Acts 8 :4). They had been prepared, and they kept the 
faith. They planted churches as they went. 

8) Socialism-This is a world-wide phenomenon. It makes 
Uncle Sam the source of our providence and governmental agen
cies the solution to all our problems. Thus there is practically 
eliminated the need for benevolent programs toward needy 
brethren-for the State has taken over. Also there is an erosion 
of our dependence on God for our future, and confidence in his 
way as the directives that really give us the "abundant life." 

4) Public education-Time was when the Christian home was 
the educational center of our families. There the kids learned 
their morals, their value systems, their faith in God, their 
proper relations with their peers and neighbors. But once again 

the State hB"s taken over and has become the teacher of all 
values, thought processes, social relationships, and even sex 
education. Schools dominate so much of the time of our children 
in scholastic and extra-curricular activities. Sports, drama, 
clubs and other school functions pull many of our young peo
ple away from church life, and furnish strong competition to the 
study of spiritual matters. Eternity with God loses its lustre and 
a good secular education becomes the highest goal in life. This is 
not a recommendation that we withdraw our children from pub
lic schools, only that we be aware of the monopoly the schools 
place on their time, and then take remedial steps in non-school 
time. 

Whereas in the early church the father was charged with 
setting the spiritual tone of the home and to "nu1-ture their 
children in the chastening and admonition of the Lord." And 
mothers were the "keepers of the home," charged with "train
ing the young women" in their family duties. 

Philosophical Factors 
1) Humanism-The revival of humanism has once again 

placed man as the core, center and purpose of all that is, with 
no goal beyond himself or beyond this life. Thus God is de
throned as the origin, explanation and ultimate purpose of all 
that is. 

2) Rationalism-With its emphasis on human wisdom this 
philosophy believes that man can now explain rationally ~very
thing about him, or soon will. He therefore does not need revela
tions from God. The rationalist thus tries to "demythologize" 
the Word of God of the supernatural and eliminate the miracu
lous in the Bible as unacceptable to the educated mind. 

8) Scientism-lt is now presupposed that the theories of evo
lution have been so well proven that the creation doctrines of the 
Bible are seen a·s no longer fitting the facts. Some have foolishly 
tried to "save" the Bible account of creation with their theistic 
evolution hypothesis. But this too erodes faith in the Word of 
God and is not an acceptable option to the Genesis account. 

4) Existentialism-This philosophy would reduce all moral 
decisions to convention or majority opinion. Its tendency is to 
make each man sovereign in determining right and wrong. It 
has spawned situation ethics, an ingrained "me-ism" that leads 
to the use and abuse of all others and of all things for the sake 
of pleasure without fear of the consequences, and has given rise 
to the "now-generation" that trusts no one over twenty-five. 
Thus Christ's ethical standards are rejected as arbitrary and 
extremely impractical. 

External Religious Factors 
1) Divisions In Christendom-Conflicting religious doctrines 

and multiple churches are created and maintained by secterian 
pride and misuse of the Scriptures. Such division discredits 
Christianity as a unifying factor in society. And it renders sus
pect our plea for the one New Testament church and of the 
uniqueness of all its manifestations. The outsider is confused by 
the myriads of conflicting messages he receives over the radio 
and on TV. Attempts to ecumenize (or unite all churches) have 
failed. And attempts to accommodate the doctrines of Christ 
to fit denominational bias only results in further division. 

2) Liberalism In Theology-Today most so-called Christian 
denominations openly deny the fundamental facts of our faith: 
the Divinity of Christ, his virgin birth, his resurrection, the in
spiration of the Scriptu1·es and the existence of a literal heaven 
and hell. Thus the "God-is-dead" theology has given rise to the 
"church-is-dead-too" feeling, and ultimately the church's "mis
sion-to-the-lost-is-dead." No wonder people are skeptical about 
the Bible and the church it presents t 

8) Anti-Christian Cults-Denominationlism is bad enough. 
But in recent years several religious cults have risen that are 
totally anti-Christ in nature and doctrine. The "Moonies," T.M. 
-Transcendental Meditation, oriental gurus and cults, astrology 
and demon-worship, exorcist cults and Black Muslim movements 
are just a few of the outstanding ones. Sata.n has done his home-

(Continued on page 12) 
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Annual Bible Lectureship 

F-HC Studies Church Growth 

Miss Lora Laycook, [ormer Freed-Hardeman College residence ha ll supervisor. sharc1. a wealth of practical information with teachers 
o£ pre-school studen ts. She h the author of A T reasure Chest f or Bible T eachers and 01/f' Way to Hem1en. 
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Below: Vice Presidcn1 Emerirus C.P . Roland 
participa tes in ground breaking ceremonies for the 
Bibl e-Communi cati o n -Wo rld Eva nge li s m 
Building. The octogenaria n has been a part of 
much of F-HC's history. Left: Senior Da vid 
Mathis from Paducah , KY, participa tes in the 
annual Picking and Sing ing. T he mid-week fun 
session pro vides a break from discu ssio n of more 
serious topics. 

Left: Espec ially fo r Dr. and Mrs. Ira North , Nick 
Boone, song leader a1 Madison Churc h of Chrisr, 
leads an appreciative crowd in .. Amazing Grace ... 
Abo ve: fo rme rl y a prison e r himse lf. Bil l 
Crossman now d irects a pr ison ministry in 
Lea vcnwonh . Ka nsas. 
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YORK COLLEGE SETS LECTURESHIP 
IN APRIL 

High School Days 
"Let t he Redeemed Say So" will be lhe 

t heme for the spr ing York College High 
School Days progr am, Apr il 10-12, ac
cord ing to Elton Albright, director of ad
missions. 

Victor Rodriguez of Stockton, Calif. and 
Mike Myer s of Lit tleton, Colo. will keynote 
the theme sessions Sa turday and Sunday. 

Wilson Wallace, 135 Kingwood, Here
ford, Texas 79045 : My mother , llirs. Foy 
E. Wallace, Jr., is now at the King's 
Manor Nursing Home, 430 Ranger, Here
ford, Texas, 79045, where I can see her 
every day and look after her needs. She 
enjoys hearing f rom her friends and can 
be addressed at either of the above ad
dresses. 

Preacher Wanted 
FOR THE HISTORIC SEAPORT CITY 

OF 

HALIFAX 
This is a full time position. Anyone 
interested should contact: 

DON BROWN 
c/o CHURCH OF CHRIST 
48 CONVOY AVE., 
HALIFAX, N.S. 
CANADA 

Liberty 
Trail 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose t housands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, beca use they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to he'1p you avoit'l this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many t imes its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Congress. $2.95 

- - - - - - - - Olilp n..nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Fil"lll F ounda tion Publishing Houso 
Jlox 610, Austin, T cxns 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Minis ters and Religious Workers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales lax. ) 

Name -------- ---------------------------- - -------------------

Address ------ ---------- ------- ------------------------- ------

CitY--------------------- --- State __________________ Zip __ _____ _ 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

June 22-25 
Make this year's vacation both family-centered and God-centered! An 
inspirational lecture series with an outstanding selection of speakers, meaningful 
classes and activities for all ages, guided tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia area, recreation, and Christian fellowship are the features of the St.<th 
Annual Valley Forge Encampment to be held on the beautiful campus of 
Northeastern Christian Junior College located only minutes away from both 
Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 
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SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
J.M. Powell 

Phillip Morrison 
J. Harold Thomas 

W.A. "Dub" Harrison 
larry Roberts 
Elza Huffard 
Bill Dorriety 

Charles Chandler 
W.E. Albright 
Greg Anderson 

Jerry Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 

Theme: "Jesus, the 
Great I Am" 

Write for Information! 

:----------------------------------, Please send a brochure with full 
details about the Valley Forge 
Encampment. 

Name ----------

Address ---- - ----
Street 

City State Zip Code 

Return to: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 
590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265-1585 

L---------------------------------· 
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TilE ABIDING WORD 

(Continued f rom page 5) 

a nd wander into myths" (Tim. 4 :3. 4) . 
That lime has long since anived. The list 
is long of both cri tics and criticisms. But 
none have proved as durable as the Word 
they malign. 

(1) The " Documentary Hypothesis": 

(2) 

This criticism once main tained that 
there was no system of writing, no 
alphabet existent. during the life
t ime of Moses. Consequently, the 
Pentateuch must be of later origin 
and authorship. Unfortunately for 
t he Bible's criti cs, an i tem called 
the "black stele" was discovered. It 
contained lhe law code of Ham
murabi in wedge-shaped characters. 
It proved lo be not only pre-Mosaic, 
but pre-Abraham ( @2000 B .C.), 
preceding the writings of Moses by 
at least th t·ee centut·ies. 

The Hittites : 1\'Iodern criticism said 
they couldn't have really e.x ist ed as 
a nation. After a ll, they arc spoken 
of only in the Old Testament scrip
Lures, only in the Bible. But today 
as a r esult of archaeological find
ings there are hundreds of historical 
t·cfet·ences to t he Hittite tlation
encompassing over 1200 years of 
civil iztaion. 

Time and time again, de;;pite the efforts 
of liberal ct·itics, the Bible has been vin
clicated o£ fa lse charges. Archaeology has 
been a real fr iend and fai th-builder for 
the person who believes in the authentici ty 
and infa llibili ty of the Word. It hasn't 
proved the Bible to be true, but it has dis
proved the Bible's critics and their criti
cism again and again. 

The Bible has endured time, persecu
tion, and cr iticism because it is the eternal 
Word of our eter nal God. H wi ll continue 
to " live and abide" into the ages of the 
ages. The following poem by Willar d L. 
Johnson is a fitting capstone to th is 
article : 

Generations follow gene1·ations-yet it 
lives. 

Nations rise and fall-yet it lives. 
Kings, dictators, presidents come and 

go-yet it lives. 
Torn, condemned, bumed-yet it lives. 
Doubted, suspected, criticized- yet it 

lives. 
Damned by aelhists exaggerated by fa

nat ics-yet it lives. 
Minsconstrued and misstated-yet it 

lives. 
Ran ted and raved about-yet it lives. 
Its inspiration denied-yet. it lives. 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 
Send for Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 

OF RELIGION 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, Te nn. 3811 7 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901 ·761·1350 

Yet it lives as- a lamp lo our feel, 
a light to our 11aths 
a standard for childhood, 
a g uide for youth, 
a comfort for the aged, 
food for lhe hungry, 
wate1· for the thirs ty, 
rest fot· the weary, 
li~ht for the heathen, 
salvation for the sinner, 
grace for the Christian 

Reprints of any single page a rticle appea ring 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
pe r 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
tes nc;, accepted. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 

To know it is to love it ; 
To love it is to accept it; 
To accept. it means life eternal. 

Learn to win souls in a one·vear internship. 
Qualify to be a full·lime PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Persona l Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue. P.O. Box 22307, Memphis. Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

•!••_._u-...~•--.o-..-..,.__,,_n_t•-•-.-n~n-o~_..,-.._.,,_ a_D_f•) 

f 

I 
CUSHIONS FOR 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

I 
P. :.-.::.;, :::~ ;.:·;.~.. I 

Phon e 817-645-0203 i 

9 ._ .,_a_n_u_.o.-.a~u~.._o_u_ a-u- o_a..-.,1-..-.t-•-~u-~a-.-.-tt§t 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular $8.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $9.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and upd::vting of bhe 
the greatest s'tJandard work in rbhe Bible 
Dicti~nary field-the fit·S't in 25 years. 
AND witth the exception of six Wl'iters, 
all the scholars \vlho contributed to this 
book are members of the ~h!lrches of 
Ohrist . A few al'e Batsell Bs.rreti; Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Dm1e-las D·aan, 
Carroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Lte:!e: Lem
mons, Jack Lewis, Neil Lighbfoot, Oarl 
Mitch~ll. Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many dthers. 

Every Christian Should Have This Bool{! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Libra1·y 

- -- - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Aust in, Texas 78767 

I enclose $-- ---------· Please send ______ copies of S1nith's 
New Bible Dictionary at 0 $8.95 regula1· or 0 $9.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. 'Texas r esidents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name 

Address 
Oity ________________________ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 



THE SPIRITUAL RECESSION
ITS EXTERNAL CAUSES 
(Continued from page 7) 

work. Though we may be shielded from 
such "far-out!' cults, our nation is not im
mune to their influences. Then there are 
the Mo11nons and Jehovah's Witness type 
groups that deny the Divinity of Christ 
and the reality of his teachings. They 
manipulate Scripture to their own de
stt·uction! But the amazing thing is that 
they are the most rapidly growing re
ligious groups in America today! 

B!.it What About Us? 
Just how extensively these outside fac

tors have influenced our decline is difficult 
to ascertain. Evidently they have taken 
their toll. Also evident is the fact that 
they have contributed to a pronounced r e
sistance in society at large to any discus
sion of spiritual matters. This makes our 
task under the Great Commission much 
more difficult. If we are unwary of these 
destructive, Satanic influences at work in 
Lhc world, we will be vulnerable to their 
manipulative sway. A thorough under
standing of the basis and purpose of our 
faith, obtained through diligent study of 
the Bible w"il! protect us against that sway. 
Otherwise we will be confused by these 
influences, or worse succumb to them! 

]\[ore insidious are conditions within 
our brotherhood that contribute to non
growth as the settled pattern for our 
time. We will discuss some of these in the 
next article. Then we will be prepared to 

look for solutions lhat will put us on the 
paths of growth once again. Later articles 
will offer suggested solutions that have 
been proven to be both Biblical and practi
cal. So stay with us! 
Sunsel School of Preaching, 3723 34th 
Street, Lubbock, Te.xas 

J. Gram·ilc Jones: "After preaching for 
some 35 yeat·s (the past 14 in the North
cast), I am retiring from full time work. 
My address after April 1 will be 121 
North Second Street, Lovington, New 
Mexico 88260." 

IJiiCLlJDE YOlJR ZIP CODE 
When you send In a list ot new subserlp· 

lions to the F irm Foundntion, please be 
•ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
atter the cl ty and sta.tc. 

TEXOMA ELDEHS SEMI NAR 

SCHEDULED IN ARDMORE 

The :'IIaxwell Avenue church in Semi
nole, Oklahoma will host the 1981 Texoma 
Elders Seminar on April 25th according 
to James Bailey, minister. Four elders in 
the Lord's ch urch will highlight the day's 
events, they are Cline Paden of Sunset in 
Lubbock, Ba iley ~IcBride of Oklahoma 
Christian College, W. A. Harrison of Lin
dale in Houston and Reuel Lemmons of 
Westover Hills in Austin. 

A full day's activities is scheduled for 
elders' wives with sessions conducted by 
Katherine Brown and Mary Peters. 

Further info11nation may be obtained 
from the Maxwell Avenue chm-ch, 421 
l\Iaxwell, Ardmore, Ok. 73401. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Schola rsh ips Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY,2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 

Preachers' Forum 

Overcoming Problems 
of the Preacher 
Tuesday, April 21, 1981 

The Preachers' Forum has proven to be a significant ad
dition to the spring program of Harding Graduate School 
of Religion. T opics of issues of current importance are dis
cussed. 

Focusing on a vital area of study in the church today, 
this year's Forum will deal with the subject of "Overcom
ing Problems of the Preacher." Well qualified men will pre
sent lectures with current information and cha llenging 
messages. 

Join us for a day of enrichmen t and thought-provoking 
study. 
Featured Speakers: Hardeman Nichols, Jim Bill Mclnteer, 
Allan Isom, Charles Hodge, John Gipson, W. B. West, Jr., 
Philip Sla te, Ira North, Earl Manning, George Reagan, 
Jerry Nowlin. 

For more information. contact Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean. or Dr. Bill Flatt, Registrar. 1000 Cherry Road. Memphis, Tennessee 38117. 
901/761-1353. 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name. ______________________________________________________ ___ 

Address. _________________________________________ _ 

City _________________ State: ______ ____,c...ip. ___ _ 
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INFORMATION PLEASE 
Of late the1·e has been much talk about 

the usc of electronic mass media as an out
reach tool by the many congregations of 
the Churches of Christ. 

In an effort to quantify the actual 
utilization of the media by the Lord's 
Church Billy G. Brant, an Assistant Pro
fessor ~I Speech and l\lass Communica
tions at H:nding Unh·ersity, has begun a 
private survey among the different con-
gregations. . 

He is asking that all congregations 
cunently supporting a media effort to 
write him so that he might send them a 
questionnaire to help complete his survey. 
Your assistance is greatly needed. A sur
vey of this nature and scope has not been 
done in many years. 

Please send a lcltcr or post card to: 
Billy G. Brant 
Box 379, Station A 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY'S 
38TH ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
CELEBRATES "THE )JAGNIFICENCE 

OF CHRIST" 
"The Magnificence of Christ: Great 

Themes from the book of Colossians," will 
be explored in four days of fellowship and 
special classes at the 38th annual Bible 
Lectureship scheduled April 19-22 on the 
Malibu campus of Pepperdine Unh·ersity. 

Several thousand Christians from Cali
fomia and throughout the West are ex
peeled to gathe1· for this year's Lecture
ship events. Keynote speakers for the 
four-day session are Landon Saunders, 
David Davenport, Humphrey Foutz, Jerry 
Harvill, Im North, J oe Barnett. and Clif 
ton Ditmore. 

---0---
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps , and chapter summaries. 

.. 
' ... 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue life, 
Group life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian l\linisters Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5403 
Fo1·eign Worker s covered at same 

group r a te 
Plmu offered o11/y t o workers in 

Cluwches of Ch1·ist 

.. .. ~ 
-·~ 

.;~:-:;:::,--- .. 

~ 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For many years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper . 

Vol. 1-Gospels and Acts .. . S7.00 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation ................. S7.00 

C<lmplete in One Volume ....................... SI1.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate c:ongrea-ations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"app:·oved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CRATHAJI, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 

BAY A.RillA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUn Road 

Plea•anton, CIIUfornta 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes c.n tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Deparlr..~nt, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. -10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
~RE=--L"""IG"'"I""o..,.u""s,.........,B,.....,O,....O""'K=s~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~tellst 
Wide variety of classes, lectures, sermons, ladies 
and youth programs, etc. available on 1h inch video 
tape. Low cost rental. Over 275 titles. Write Chris
tian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93639. 
(Marion D. Owens,:..;;;:D-=:ir;;.:e:;,;;c~to=:;r;...:):....,..._~--==--=-=~=-::-:
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00, Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383, Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 B. Morgan Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East OppoRite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1· 
52'11. Bobby Wade. Min. 4'18-40GO. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
ChrJst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-932-3333. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting RPllli<"ations for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you n salary, living ex
pense!J, medical insurance, retirement insurnnce, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
nnd application forms contact Joe H. Booth. Sr .• 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-Experienced, mature, 
sound in faith. ready and willing to serve. Call Will 
Moyers, 817-599-6216. Will Moyers, SSR Box 46A, 
Weatherford, TX 76086. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boYs and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests In agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Announcing : AJ ministry to troubled congregations. 
Charles E. Graham, M.D. announces a consultation 
program for troubled congregations that have the 
following type of problems: 1. Church splits. 2. 
Elder disagreements. 3. Advise on handling the 
business of congregations that have no elders. 4. 
Budget planning. 5. Preacher selection. 6. Employee 
evaluation. 7. Church discipline. 8. Church mergers. 
For a free brochure or further information call 
214-369-4361 or write P.O. Box 1985, Richardson, 
Texas 75080." 
Available: Christian Counsellor wishes to work in 
a counselling ministry of the Lord's church, or to 
help build a family life program. Recent graduate 
of Abilene Christian University's Masters Progrum 
of Marriage and Family Studies. I have completed 
an internship in individual and family counselling. 
Resume and references furnished on request. Contact 
Jim Key at 915/673-3153 or write 3737 Concord, 
Abilene, Texas 79603. 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 

EXPERIENCED PREACHER immediately avail
able. Call or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr., Richardson, TX 7E080. 214/234-2952. 

Bellaire church of Christ in San Antonio, 930 
Kopplow, seeks full-time minister. Call C. W. Tipps, 
612 534-7756 or send references and resume to 
C. W. Tipps, 1043 Vanderbilt, San Antonio, Texas 
78210. 

Full Time Preacher Wanted. Kalispell Church of 
Christ, 241 Stillwater Road, Kalispell, Montana 
59901. Send complete resume, references, and tape 
with one for more) sermon(s). Tapes will be re
turned. 

GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6876. 

GOLDEN RULE REALTY 
(Over 100 Agents-4 Offices) 

Southern California or anywhere in the U.S.: we'll 
put you in contact with ethical, Christian Realtors. 
Call <"Ollect 213-365-3425, Frank "Doc" Holladay, 
Golden Rule Realty, 10642 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission 
Hills, CA 91345. Christian Realtors-please send me 
a. card if you want to cooperate. Also, Teachers 
needed for Christian school, K-12, 213-365-3425. 

Wanted: Youth Minister for full-time work by con
gregation of 300 members. We are active in bus 
ministry and mission work with opportunities for 
rapid growth. We desire n sound young married 
man, capable of planning and leading. Should be 
able to fill in for regular minister when he is away 
at meetings or on vacation. Support open. Send 
resume to: Elders, Highlands Hills Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 23123, San Antonio, Tl!xas 78223. 

Minister, age 39, Harding graduate, preaching 20 
years, married with three children desires to relo
cate this summer. P.O. Box 965, Vivian, La. 71082. 
Tel: 318-376-2682. 

WANTED • • • Full time preacher for congregation 
of about one hundred thirty at present, but great 
potential for growth. All services broadcast live on 
color T.V. as well as taped programs we make in 
our studio. Large modern church building, and all 
the latest equipment to work with. Only forty miles 
north of Abilene, Texas. Three bedroom house and 
utilities paid. Salary open. Prefer mature man in 
the area or thirty to forty five years old. Send 
resume to Hamlin Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 509, 
Hamlin, Texas 79520. For more information, call 
915-676-3497, after 6 P.M. Texas time. 

Minister Needed 
Congregation of 50-60 people, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished. A 
man mature in the gospel is needed. No elders at 
present time. Would accept an older couple or fami
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 

INVESTIGATEI Tile Firm Jl'onndatlon 
tria to aereen advertlalng, aDd will not 
knowingly take quetatlonable advertising. 
But tt l.s the reader'a respons.lbiUty to In
vestigate. Like ODY other paper, we aome
tlmes UDwfttfDgly rDD aD DDWOrth'J" ado 
.&.. the old sa7ing goes. before you IDve•t. 
lnvelltiKate I 

Frank Harbins, 2576 Pleasant Valley 
Rd., Mobile, Alabama 36606: We are in 
need of a man to serve as a missionary to 
Malawi, a remote section of Africa. John 
Thiesen and his family were there for a 
number of years but had to return to the 
states last year. The work is fully sup
ported and there is a brick home for the 
family to reside in. This is a tremendously 
fertile field for the Lord's work. The Afri
can evangelists are continuing on but they 
need a missionary for help and encourage
ment. Please contact us. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRJ!;T 

EVANGELIST 
WANTED 

Bayview Avenue 
Church of Christ 

in 

big, beautiful, bustling 

METROPOLITAN 
TORONTO 

UNLIMITED CHALLENGE 

Reply to: 
C. V. McCormick 
16 Hurlingham Cr. 
Don Mills, ONTARIO 
M38 2RI 
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New!Announcing the Baxter Personal 
Work Series to help make every Christian 
an effective personal worker. 
Why and How to be a 
New Testament Christian 
Three effective half-hour studies: 

Part I I Jesus: Great Man, Fraud, or 
Son of God? 

Part 2 / The Bible: God's Plan for 
Our Salvation 

Part 3 / The Church: How It Makes Us 
the Family of God 

Complete with: 

• 3 full-color, 30-rninute filmstrips. 

• 3 matching cassettes with sound track 
for manual projectors on one side, 
sound track for automatic projectors 
on the o ther side. 

• 3 booklets with printed scripts and 
ideas for effective use of each filmstrip. 

• Personal Worker's Manual with 
motivation and inspirational material 
to help the personal worker. 

_ __.., 

---Batsell Barreu Baxter, minister, radio and televi-
sion evangelist and Christian educator, has been 
preaching God 's Word for nearly half a century. 
This new personal work series is a product of that 
experience and dedicatio n. 

So easy to use! Ideal for experienced 
personal workers or for Christians 
making their first home study. Brother 
Baxter thoroughly covers all your 
prospect needs w know about Christ, the 
Bible and the church, to become a 
Christian. 

So unusual! Baxter leads a young couple 
on the screen through a fascinating 
3-part study. Your prospect moves along 
with them on the road to accepting 
Christ. The setting almost puts your 
prospect in the picture. 

So complete! Everything the personal 
worker needs to lead a person to Christ 
by covering all the subjects necessary for 
conversion. 

Designed for conversions! This new 
series is designed so the personal worker 
may inject as much or as little of his own 
material as he may desire. Baxter asks 
the questions you usually worry about 
when and how to ask . 

Viewer-centered realism 
for greater personal 
involvement and more 
effective teaching. 

Your prospects can identify .vith the couple on 
the screen as Baxter leads them to accepting C hrist 
in baptism. 

9 ways the new Baxter 
Personal Work Series can 
help your personal 
evangelism and teaching: 
I / Helps you set up more home s11.1dies because 
viewers are more likely to agree to a short study 
than a long one. 

The Babylonians lead the Jews into captivity. 

2 / Gives inexperienced workers confidence to 
become involved in home Bible teaching. 

3 / Helps viewers arrive at a decision for baptism 
in the shortest possible time. 

4 / Reassures personal workers with a conviction 
of their own salvation. 

5 1 Uses the readiness of viewers to receive in for· 
mat ion by audiovisual means as a result of years 
of watching television . 

6 / Allows viewers to see themselves, and their own 
errors, in the people on the screen. 

1 1 Allows the personal worker to be a learner 
with the prospect. 

8 / Can be used to help strengthen the faith of 
new converts. 

9 / ldeaJ for Bible classes, evening and midweek 
services, to reinspire every Christian. 

The most beautiful full-color art work 
ever-fascinates prospects, makes your 
personal work more exciting. 

The complete sct-3 films trips, 3 casselles, 3 
script-folders, Personal Workers Manual, sturdy 
carrying-storage box-ready 10 go to work with 
you. ------------Order now-money back if not satisfied 
Clip and mail to: 

F irm Foundation Pnbllsh.ing Honse 
P. 0. Box 010 
A us tin. TX 78707 
Baxter Personal Work Series. 
0 Send one set at $ 69.95 
0 ·~u·c $20! Two sets only $119 .50 

Plus $1.75 per set postage and han
dling. Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

0 Check enclosed for $-------------

Narn< 

Address 

CU) Slate ------------
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THE 1981 SALT LAKE CITY CAMPAIGN, just completed, drew 44 out-of

town campaign workers. A location away from the church building was 

procured. Olis Gatewood, votoran Salt Lake City missionary was chosen as 
the speaker. Advertising was of excellent professional quality. A panel of 

four preachers answered questions following the sermon each evening. 

More Non-Christians than mombers attended every se rvice . Eleven were 

baptized. Robert Waggoner preaches for the Salt Lako City church. Pic

lure d hero arc most of tho campaigners who came from a distance to 

assist the Salt Lake church . 

Austin, Texas, March 31, 1981 
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Scapegoats 

Israel had an ancient ritual, established by the Law 
of Moses) which provided for a goat on whose head the 
children of Israel were to lay their hands and confess 
their sins. Then the goat was turned loose in the wilder
ness to bear the sins of the people from them. Upon the 
goat was loaded all the sins that Israel·had committed 
in the past year, and then the "escape goat" was led 
away, bearing a great burden-all the people's sins. 

From this ritual has come the common expression 
regarding the "scape-goat." He is the one that didn't 
do anything wrong himself, but got loaded with the 
sins of others. With much pomp and ceremony the ritu
al was carried out and Israel unloaded its iniquity on 
the goat. When someone today is made "the goat" in 
a transaction the expression stems from the ancient 
practice. 

And many are the occasions in modern times when 
the people seek a scapegoat. Presidents and emperors 
are sometimes cast in that role simply· because they 
happened to be at the right place at the right time. 
They may or. may not have been responsible for being 
cast in the role. Business executives have become scape
goats when the business went sour, even though they 
were not responsible for the debacle. 

How many times have ·we seen a congregation begin 
to flounder and some elder be made the scapegoat. "If 
only the church," they say, "could send him into the 
wilderness, everything would be alright." And the sins 
of the congregation-without benefit of confession
are piled on the head of the elder and he is banished. 
Poor scapegoat! 

And even more often the preacher is cast in the role 
of a scapegoat. Trouble makers stir up an undercurrent 
in the church and the work of the congregation grinds 
to a halt. No one wants to bear the blame .for that, so 
the cry arises: "The preacher-that old goat-is re
sponsible for it all. Let's send him away into the wilder
ness." And they do. The difference between them and 
Israel is that they never confess their sins. 

The use of a scapegoat allowed Israel of old to avoid 
facing up to her own sins. She could put them on 
another. Hitler blamed Germany's sins upon the Jews. 
We sometimes blame ours on the minorities. Then we 
compound our sin by loading it off on someone else. We 
are prone to forget that the Bible says that "each 
shall bear his own sins, and each his own iniquities." 
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We should remember this when we try to blame 
elders, or the preacher, for the misdeeds of the congre
gation. We may, temporarily, load our sins upon them, 
but a year later, they are still there-black as ever. We 
simply double the load of guilt we already bear. 

We well know that the scapegoat of Israel's cere
mony was a type of Christ who bore our sins upon the 
cross. And there is something strongly Christlike in the 
innocent suffering for the guilty when an elder or 
preacher is forced into the role of scapegoat for a con
gregation. Those who do not hold him guilty of all that 
happened will blaine him for letting it happen. 

It is A God-forsaken wildnern~ss into which any 
scapegoat must go. There is neithe:t: consolation or love 
there. It is a lonesome place, fraught with deadly peril. 
Few scapegoats lasted long in the wilderness. Any 
preacher, preaching to an average sized congregation, 
will have in his audience a number of scapegoat preach
ers who have "given up local work." He will have 
enough scapegoat elders who have been driven into the 
wilderness to provide a complete eldership for the 
congregation. 

People use scapegoats. They are objects to be laid 
hands on for selfish purposes by those who have real 
problems but ·who refuse to face up to them. It is true 
that when a preacher or elder is banished into the wil
derness, there may be temporary relief, but the old 
sins are still there. They will come back and there will 
be a renewed need for another scapegoat. 

When any church or group of people begin to do 
something out of the ordinary, look out! There are 
many critics who want to get out from·. under the guilt 
of their own do-nothingness, who are over-anxious to 
find a scapegoat. The only difference between our ritual 
and Israel's is that they confessed their sins and we do 
not. With us, it is always the goat's fault. 

Israel got temporary relief, but it was only tem
porary. After a year their sins came back to haunt 
them. And ours do. There is no way to escape the in
evitable law that ·every transgression shall receive its 
just recompense of reward. The way of the trans
gressor is still hard. 
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The Myth of Mother Nature 

Volcanic eruptions sometimes destroy 
more than trees and rivers and lakes. They 
can also destroy ideologies and worldviews. 
The eruption of Mt. St. Helens on May 18 
disturbed a lot of people with the religion 
I like to call "ecology romanticism." One of 
the basic theological doctrines of ecology 
romanticism is that nature never hurts 
anyone-only man hurts and destroys. 
Man kills the buffalo, rips off the land, 
poisons the air and water. 

But suddeny an ugly fact slays this 
beautiful theory. A volcano, the most 
beautiful peak in the Cascade range, sud
denly explodes violently, killing dozens of 
people, destroying millions of beautiful 
trees, clogging up miles of lake and river, 
scattering tons of ugly ash over millions 
of square acres. 

What was most impudent was that the 
mountain did all this without filing an en
vironmental impact report! 

Why? How could this happen? How 
could Mother Nature suddenly and un
thinkingly turn on her children with such 
destructive fury? 

The question has been asked before. 

The Case of Voltaire 
One of the most celebrated natural 

disasters in history was the earthquake 
that struck Lisbon, Portugal, at 9 :40 on 
the morning of All Saints' Day, November 
1, 1755. In six minutes thirty churches and 
a thousand houses were demolished, fifteen 
thousand people were killed and fifteen 
thousand more were fatally injured. 

Earthquakes had happened before but 
this one brought perplexing theological 
questions in its wake. Roman Catholics 
asked, Why has Go.d chosen so Catholic a 
city, so holy a festival and such an hour
when all pious citizens were attending 
Mass in stone cathedrals? 

Some suggested that Lisbon was an es
pecially wicked city, but then, why had so 
many holy priests and dedicated nuns 
perished in the quake and the fire that 
followed? 

Moslems could have cheered the catas
trophe as Allah's revenge upon the 
Portuguese Inquisition, but then, the 
quake had also destroyed the Great 
Mosque of Al-Mansur in Rabat, Morocco. 

Protestants in London claimed that the 
disaster was God's punishment for Catho
lic crimes against humanity, but then on 
November 19 of the same year a quake 
damaged fifteen hundred homes in Boston, 
Massachusetts, home of the Calvinist Pil
grims and Puritans. 

In sum, it was difficult to find a 
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raionale for the earthquake of 1755. It 
cut across all confessional boundaries. 

One keen thinker who was deeply dis
turbed by the Lisbon earthquake was 
Francois Marie Arouet, known to history 
as Voltaire (1694-1778). He found all 
explanations of the disaster hollow and 
hypocritical. Where now was Leibniz' no
tion of this as "the best of all possible 
worlds?" What now should one think of 
Alexander Pope's dictum, "Whatever is, 
is right," or his claim that "all partial evil 
is universal good?" 

Voltaire was strongly opposed to or
ganized religion but he wasn't an atheist. 
He was a deist. He believed in a secular 
monotheism without Bible, priesthood, 
clergy, dogma, or ritual. For the Jehovah 
of the Bible the deists substituted a super
Newton who created the great world
machine that functioned perfectly. Deism 
gave God new names like Supreme Being, 
First Cause, the Great Contriver, or 
Architect of the Universe. 

The Lisbon earthquake gave Voltaire 
and all reflective deists a troubled con
science. It was difficult to believe in a just 
God and a perfect nature after this event. 
It weakened this surrogate faith just like 
the eruption of Mt. St. Helens will proba
bly weaken ecology romanticism. Voltaire 
supposedly believed in God for the rest of 
his life and even erected a private chapel 
to him near his home pn the Swiss border. 
but the problem of evil dogged him to his 
grave; he died in a state of theological 
perplexity over God's inscrutable ways. 

Nature: Mother or Sister? 
Voltaire's puzzle could have been 

cleared up if he had simply rejected the 
myth of Mother Nature. This is a myth 
that creeps into your thinking when you 
have given up the Biblical God and ac
cepted a mechanical worldview, a philoso
phy based on scientism or perhaps evolu
tion. The deists of Voltaire's century 
became the evolutionary humanists of 
Darwin's century. God the Father is grad
ually supplanted by Nature the Mother, 
from whose impersonal cosmic womb all 
things have gradually evolved. The Bible 
says God provides all the animals with 
their marvelous survival mechanisms (Job 
48-41), but the ecology romanticist says 
that Mother Nature supplies all such gifts. 

The Bible-believing Christian must con
tradict this myth of Mother Nature. As 
G. K. Chesterton correctly observed, 
Nature is not our Mother but our Sister. 
We have the same Father, Jehovah, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

brought us both into existence in one 
mighty creative act (Genesis 1, 2). As a 
brother to Nature we can admire her 
beauty, as any brother would, but we 
should not worship Nature or call her 
"Mother." 

One doctrine we must never forget in 
interpreting the role of nature is the Fall 
of man. Genesis 3 is one of the most crucial 
chapters in God's word, because without it 
the rest of the Bible would be meaningless. 
The rest of the Bible from Genesis 3 on
ward was written because of what hap
pened in that chapter-the fall of man. 
God cursed not only man and woman but 
also nature because of human sin. "Be
cause you have listened to the voice of 
your wife ... cursed is the ground because 
of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and 'thistles it 
shall bring forth to you; and you shall 
eat the plants of the field. In the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread till you re
turn to the ground" (Gen. 3: 17-19). 

Not only 'did Nature suffer with us 
when we sinned; Nature will also enjoy 
with us the effects of redemption. Paul 
told the Romans that the creation "waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God" and that "the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to .decay 
and obtain the glorious liberty of the chil
dren of God" and that "the whole creation 
has been groaning in travail together until 
now" (Rom. 8:19-23). 

Paul was obviously using metaphorical 
language to describe the process of degen
eration we know goes on in Nature. The 
phrase "bondage to decay" used in Ro
mans 8 :21 is a very apt description of 
the Second Law of Thermodynamics, the 
scientific law which says that the universe 
is running down like a huge clock, or bet
ter, cooling off like a giant stove. Paul's 
remarks in Romans 8 give us reason to 
believe that this decay process, this degre
dation of energy, began with the Fall of 
man and will end with the final redemp
tion of man. 

Let no one ever say, therefore, like the 
deists, that Nature is perfect. Earth
quakes and volcanic eruptions give the lie 
to that assertion. Let no one ever say that 
this is the best of all possible worlds. 
Heaven will be much better; Eden was 
much better. We live in a flawed universe. 
Until the second coming of Christ we will 
expect both man and Nature to be a 
problem. We expect no utopias, either of 
humanistic perfectionism or ecology ~o
manticism. We expect man to keep on sm
ning and volcanoes to keep on erupting. 
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LESLIE LEONARD 

Sidney Rigdon (1793-1876) is an excellent example of how a 
set mind can lead a person away from the inspired Scriptures 
and make him vulnerable to any charlatan that happens to come 
along. 

Rigdon, a leader in establishing and spreading Mormonism, 
joined in advocating the restoration of the first century church 
after coming in contact with Alexander Campbell, Walter Scott, 
and others in the Mahoning Baptist Association from 1821-30. 
He readily accepted the idea of "returning to the ancient paths," 
but because of preconceived ideas of what the church should be 
like he broke with them determined to find a religious group that 
fit his expectations. 

Rigdon believed that revelations and gifts should exist in a 
restored church and that the economic organization should be 
socialistic in form. His mind-set was that the church should 
be identical with the Jerusalem congregation in its earliest stage 
as recorded by Luke in the first few chapters of Acts. He didn't 
take into consideration the possibility that the church in J erusa
lem passed through an infant stage of development. 

A study of Rigdon's life should help those who have similar 
~ectations today to see where those expectations naturally 
lead. Many will not go as far as Rigdon, but if they were to fol
low their beliefs to their natural conclusion they would lead to 
the same end. 

Rigdon expected the church to be socialistic, ignoring later 
developments. This led to .a disagreement with Campbell who 
taught that "sundry passages in Corinthians and elsewhere, 
called for contributions for benevolent object shows that no 
such system prevailed in the primitive church" (Hyden, Early 
History of the Disciples). This disagreement over the form of 
economy the restoration movement should take eventually caused 
Rigdon to break with the Mahoning Baptist Association that 
Campbell and others belonged to. 

In 1830 he withdrew and persuaded some Baptist congrega
tions to implement his concept of a Scriptural economic com
munity. He never became a part of these communities, and the 
idea was shelved once he met Joseph Smith who had different 
ideas. His acceptance of Smith as a prophet rested more on his 
expectation of miracles and revelations than on what Smith 
taught and practiced. 

Rigdon was first visited by Parley Parker Pratt, Oliver 
Crowdery, Peter Witmer, and Ziba Petterson. Pratt who was a 
close friend of his came in contact with the Mormons in New 
York state and was converted. On a trip to Independence, Mis
souri in the fall of 1830 he persuaded his companions to visit 
Rigdon at Mentor in the Western Reserve. They told him about 
this new religion with Joseph Smith who claimed to be a latter
day prophet with new Scriptures. 

In December of that year Smith delivered a "revelation" in-
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structing Rigdon to assist Smith. He was told through Smith 
that he would receive the Holy Ghost and that God would 
"show miracles, signs, and wonders, unto· all those who believe 
on my name." They would "cast out devils, they shall heal the 
sick, they shall cause the blind to receive their sight and the deaf 
to hear, and the dumb to speak and the lame to walk." Rigdon 
was told to stay with Smith, write for him, and preach. (Doc
trine and Covenants, Sect. 11). The revelation supplied all of 
Rigdon's desires. He never questioned the possibility that Smith 
may have manufactured the revelation after learning of his 
expectations to control him. 

It was not so much what the "revelation" said but that it 
agreed with what Rigdon expected that satisfied him. He was 
also told that he would do· great works for the Lord. This alone 
was enough to persuade him that Joseph Smith was a prophet. 
A casual reading of the incident should convince the unbiased 
that Smith manufactured this and other revelations whenever it 
served his purpose. The surprising thing is that Smith's honesty 
is never questioned by those who followed him. Even when 
Smith claimed to be speaking for God in the selection of a site 
near Independence, Missouri for Zion, and later Far West in 
northwest Missouri, were failures marking Smith as a false 
prophet he is not questioned. The determination to believe in the 
possibility of new revelations seemed to have blinded Rigdon 
and others to the truth. 

Rigdon comes across as a gullible person blinded by his desire 
to see gifts and miracles. As an outstanding orator he brougJtt 
with him several others and gave Mormonism the necessary 
boost needed to get' established. After ten years he ends up 
rejected and cast out by the very group he is so instrumental in 
helping get established. 

Rigdon,. like many today, had a mind-set that caused him to 
search for a religious group that would agree with his expecta
tions even though its teachings might not harmonize with the 
Scriptures. The result was he cast off a reliable standard of 
judgment and based his actions on feelings and unfounded 
opinions. 

Recently some brethren have become involved in a situation 
similar to Rigdon's They seek gifts and direct operation of the 
Holy Spirit considering their subjective opinions and feelings as 
evidence that "God is speaking to them." If they follow this to 
its natural conclusion they would have to accept Joseph Smith 
and his "revelations" as true along with anyone else who might 
come along claiming to be directed. Anytime one leaves the 
Scripture he cuts himself loose from all mooring becoming 
"wandering stars to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness 
for ever." This condition can easily be cr.used by having a mind
set that is unwilling to search the Scriptures but is determined 
to have things the way they think they should be. 

1505 NW 3rd, Abilene, KS 67410 
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Physical Reinforcements of Faith 
CECIL HOOK 

The title of this article may seem to express conflict. "For we 
walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor. 5:7). Sight includes the 
things which can be detected by the physical senses. Faith is 
mental, spiritual, abstract. Isn't Paul saying that our lives are 
directed by the spiritual rather than the physical? Yes, but God 
has used, and continues to use, physical things to make our 
faith more substantial. 

Why do we have no graven images or crucifixes in our build
ings or wear no medallions or scapulars? Most of us can give 
proper explanation. These are unauthorized. Such things come to 
be venerated and looked upon as having mystical, sacramental 
powers. They become a pitfall. In avoiding this danger, however, 
we may fail to recognize some of the physical reinforcements of 
faith. 

The omnipresent God does not dwell in temples made by hand, 
but he used the Tabernacle and Temple to fortify the Israelites' 
faith b his presence. Victory in battle was at times attributed to 
God through the assurance of having the Ark present. God 
recognized that man interprets according to his earthly nature 
and he made some accommodation to that tendency. 

Jesus made use of saliva in healing three times. He touched 
and laid his hands upon persons ceremonially in healing, Evi
dently, Jesus did not consider such actions as detracting from 
his power even though a person might attribute the miracle to 
the ·power of saliva or to a ritual. These actions added a di
mension of credibility. 

We shall now enumerate a few illustrations showing that faith 
may be reinforced by physical presence, physical symbols, and 
physical actions. 

James invites the sick person to call the elders to his bedside 
for healing through anointing and prayer. Why call these men 
from their jobs or families to go to the sick room? Why not send 
word to each elder soliciting his prayers? Wouldn't their prayers 
be as effective in their homes? The answer must be that the 
physical presence of these men at the bedside adds a dimension to 
their prayers both for the elders and the patient. 

Why should they anoint the sick with oil? The oil had no cura
tive powers. James says that the prayer of faith, not the oil, 
would be effective. The anointing would give more substance to 
their belief. The fact that some have accepted the anointing as a 
ritual conveying special power or have incorporated it in a 
sacrament for dispensing grace does not invalidate its purpose 
or use. 

Why lay hands on the sick? Although some may think it was 
an effective ritual, it only gave extra vitality to faith through 
physical presence and action. 

If you are very ill, you appreciate the visitor who assures you 
that he will be praying for you. You value it more if he prays 
for you while in your presence. It becomes more meaningful if 
he touches you or holds your hand while praying. And strength 
is added in proportion to the number of persons involved, Faith is 
bolstered by physical presence. · 

They appointed elders with fasting and prayer in Acts 14 :23. 

Fasting, though not a ceremony commending special grace, 
might add a dimension of strength to prayer You may try this 
for yourself. When you have a truly deep concern to pray about, 
try fasting for a time and see if your faith is not reinforced. 

No posture for prayer is prescribed in the Scriptures. A per
son may bow, kneel, or lift up hands, using the posture that 
would make his prayer seem more real. Mental prayers are ac
ceptable, but an audible prayer may seem more effective to the 
one praying. 

One may continue in faith and Christian service without as
semblies, even as shutins do. But there is great strength in the 
reassurance of the physical presence of the spiritual body. God 
must have had that in mind in directing us to assemble. 

Even our buildings can play a part in strengthening or weak
ening our faith. A building may say that we are confident, 
abounding, energetic, and enduring. Or it may say that we are 
weak, indecisive, and unconcerned and may fold. 

The invisible God made himself known in various ways. But 
earthly man has difficulty in feeling a fellowship with a Spirit. 
So, to bridge this gap, the eternal Word became flesh. The in
carnation gave more substance to faith. Because of it we are 
assured that "we have not a high priest who is unable to sym
pathize with out weaknesses.'' Being omniscient, the Word did 
not learn from experience. He already knew man. But his bodily 
suffering adds to our confidence. 

Jesus bore our sentence of death. Our sentence for sin is death 
of the soul, not 'of the body. It is separation from God. Jesus 
made his soul an offering for sin. He experienced that separation 
for us. We have little comprehension of such an experience be
cause it is so abstract. But Jesus' physical suffering and death 
gave us an acceptable framework for understanding and be
lieving in the atonement. 

A renewed life is an essential evidence of our faith. Jesus 
chose the ritual of baptism symboling a death, burial, and resur
rection to add concreteness to that faith. 

The atonement is the basis of our hope. God wants us to keep 
belief in the atonement renewed in our minds continually. We 
may do this by private meditation at any time at any place. The 
Lord's Supper employs symbolic materials which can be touched 
and tasted to give more substance to our faith. Paul used the 
cross as a symbolic reminder of the atonement. Christian art 
uses many symbols constructively. Art was used in the Taber
nacle and Temple. Symbolic art and venerated images are not 
to be confused with each other. 

May we not rightly conclude that there are physical rein
forcements of faith and that we may employ them to our own 
advantage? God sees us in our earthly surroundings and uses 
some of these earthly things to make our faith more concrete. 
We are social beings, and God uses even the physical presence 
of others to reinforce our faith. 

1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 7813.0 
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A Duck Is a Rabbit 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

Some y~rs ago, our good friend, Preacher/artist Joe Malone 
drew a picture of a duck. Under it he placed the caption: A 
DUCK IS A RABBIT. His instructions were for the viewer to 
tilt the picture slightly in such a manner that one could only 
observe that this same picture became a. picture of a rabbit. 

Recall this important point. Even in the so-called exact physi
cal sciences, how we perceive the observed facts depends on the 
theoretical spectacles we wear. We are told that the light that 
hits a newborn baby's eyes forms no pattern: the baby sees but 
does not perceive. Modern historians of science have learned the 
same lesson from gestalt psychology. To a degree, we are all 
prisoners of our theoretical preconceptions. It is. not so much 
.discordant facts that kills off an old false theory as the final 
emergence of a new theory. 

That is why science belongs to the young. The old know too 
many things that are just not so. "What was good enough for 
Calvin Coolidge ought to be good enough for you." "If the King 
James Bible was good enough for the Apostles, it ought to be 
good enough for you." 

Especially in the study of the Bible, we must watch out for 
the "tyranny of words." The world is complicated enough with
out introducing further confusions and ambiguities as (a) two 
different names are unknowingly being used for the same thing 
or (b) the same word is applied to two different things. 

Jones may say that Robinson is wrong for asserting that we 
are saved by faith, saying that we are saved by obedience. 
Schwartz may enter the argument, saying that they are both 
wrong, because we are saved by the Grace of God. They may go 
on arguing; but if they really stopped to analyze their language, 
they might find that there were no substantive differences in 
their opinions about the facts and that only a verbal confusion 
was involved. 

Similarily, words may be treacherous because we do not react 
in a neutral manner to them. One does not have to be an expert 
in semantics-the study of language and its meaning-to realize 
that discussion requires us to avoid such emotional terminology 
wherever possible. The best way to express Bible Truths is in 
Bible language. 

The above picture is taken from a philosophic study of physics 
and illustrates the irreducible subjective element in any science. 
Does the picture show a bird looking to the left? Or an antelope 
(or rabbit) looking to the right? It is not an optical illusion to 
say it is one rather than the other. Each is admissible. So it is 
with scientific facts and theories in general. 

In the presence of the next picture's field of birds, most people 
would think the first picture to be a bird. 

But next to the following picture of a field of antelopes, most 
will see it as an antelope. 
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Contrast your gestalt perception of the first two pictures when 
placed next to this field of antelopes. The bird-antelope am
biguity cannot be dismissed as a:n optical "illusion": it is unlike 
the accompanying two lines, which are really the same length 
even though most people would wrongly infer the lower line to 
be the longer. What the first two pictures portray is an ob
jectively reproducible shape that looks subjectively different de
pending on the context in which it appears. Thus, once we see 
the forelegs of the beasts, we are right to perceive it as an 
antelope. · 

Brother C. R. Nichol used to tell his class of "student 
preachers": "Boys, when you learn more you will know more." 
The longer I live, the more I realize the meaning of this state
ment. 

Too many of our "poSitions" begin with a supposition (pure 
speculation) and then build supposition after supposition upon 
this foundation. This is in violation of· rules of evidence: "One 
presumption of fact cannot be based on another." 16 Corpus 
Juris 765. 

"What the Apostle Paul was trying to say was ....• " And 
here we go speculating about the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
drawing conclusions that do not touch the subject top, side or 
bottom. 

A case in point. We do not have a sign of a shade of a shadow 
of a doubt that Paul "was trying to tell us how we will be 
rewarded for our works" in the third chapter of First Corinthi
ans. We know, and we know that we know that we do know this, 
if we know anything at all. It is as clear to us as it is as clear 
that a bird in the first picture is a bird when viewed alongside 
the second picture of our illustration. But shall we let the Bible 
be its own best interpreter by placing the picture next to a field 
of antelopes? Because we are honest, intelligent, and unbiased, 
our gestalt perception just might be led to change. Shall we read? 

"What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? Ministers through 
whom ye believed;· and each as the Lord gave to him. I planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither 
is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God 
that giv.eth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that 
watereth are one: but each shall receive his own reward ac
cording to his own labor. For we are God's husbandry, God's 
building. 

According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a 
wise masterbuilder I laid a foundation; and another buildeth 
thereon. But let each man take heed how he buildeth thereon. 
For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid 
which is Jesus Christ. But if any man buildeth on the founda
tion gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, stubble; each man's 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, be
cause it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall prove each man's 
work of what sort it is. If any man's work shall abide which he 
built thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall 
be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as through fire." 1 Cor. 3:5-15. 

Now, we all know that works are works and cannot be 
anything else. "For by grace have ye been saved through faith, 
not of works ... " But when we conclude that "works" always 
mean "acts," we are guilty of applying the "tyranny of words." 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Church Growth Series (6) 

The Spiritual Recession-Its 
Internal Causes 

GERALD. PADEN 

When Christ promised to build his 
church he also promised that "the gates of 
hades shall not prevail against it." (Matt. 
16:18). If the church is in its proper 
relationship with Christ, then external 
forces are powerless against it. when we 
follow his assignments with proper de
votion, then we will be "more than con
querors" and growth will be the natural 
fruit of our labor-for it is God who 
"gives the increase" (I Cor. 3 :6). 

Not so of a church that leaves its "first 
love"! Internal problems in the church al
ways hinder growth. There is nothing 
more devastating to evangelism than a 
church fuss, nothing more debilitating 
than a loss of zeal. Gibbons has shown that 
Rome fell because of internal decay and 
not external forces that conquered her. 
May it not be true of the church? 

A word of caution must be given. Just 
because we are not presently growing, 
we must not automatically assume that 
everything is wrong with the church and 
therefore try to re-cycle the whole brother
hood. However, where better results can 
be obtained by adjusting our practices, 
such should be encouraged as long as we 
do not make adjustments in the content of 
our faith. Change for change sake is un
called for and often damaging. But change 
that has been carefully studied, prayer
fully planned and cautiously pursued can 
be healthy. 

Below is listed some of the most evident 
causes for our decline. Some of these fac
tors will be the subject of later articles in 
this series. They are introduced here for 
the composite view we need to get. 

Confusion of our Priorities 
Christ acknowledges the existence of 

uweightier matters" that "ought to have 
been done" (Matt. 23:23). The Apostles 
recognized the impropriety of "forsaking 
the word of God to serve tables" (Acts 
6 :2). We have a serious problem when we 
are confused about matters of priority 
concern, or when we re-arrange our God
assigned priorities. Matters of secondary 
or tertiary importance are often elevated 
to primary concerns. But diversion of any 
object or organization from its primary 
purpose more often than not results in 
frustrated causes. For example, using a 
pair of pliers as a hammer often results 
in skinned knuckles, ruined pliers and bent 
nails. 

We must prioritize our assignments 
under Christ according to his commands 
and in keeping with Apostolic example. 
Number one priority stands without rival, 
and everything else that the church is or 
does must reflect that major purpose. And 
that major purpose is to glorify God and 
Christ through the redemption of souls. 
Since this is the major thrust of the cross 
of Christ, it must also be the first priority 
of the church-which is the fruit of the 
cross. Worship, fellowship and benevo
lence, though secondary purposes to evan-

gelism, their functions must tend toward 
evangelism. 

Christ's final charge to the church is 
evangelistic, for the salvation of souls is 
the heart, soul and will of the Godhead. It 
must now become the heart, soul and will 
of the church today just as it was in the 
first century. 

If this be true, then evangelism on all 
fronts-locally, domestically and foreign 
-must receive priority shares of our per
sonnel and finances. But such is not the 
case for our brotherhood. Rather second
ary purposes are draining primary slices 
of ou~ reso~r~es, and our priority assign
ment IS rece1vmg only token attention both 
in personnel and money. 

Lack of Bible Knowledge 
Without proper understanding of the 

Word of God we are deprived of the wis
dom we need to prioritize our assignments 
and are void of Biblical motivations to 
carry out those assignments. Our people 
spend enough TV time to become scholars 
of the Word, therefore "when by reason of 
time we ought to be teachers, we have 
need again that some one teach us. . ." 
(Heb. 6:12). We give precious little time 
in the home to private Bible study. And 
even our formal classes on Lord's Day 
seem deprived of goal orientation. Thus we 
learn for learning sake. Very few churches 
have home study groups during·the week, 
designed to mature and equip the mem
bers into their role assignments. Thus our 
members haven't the knowledge, the zeal 
or the motivation to fulfill their priority 
function-that of saving souls. 

When someone is converted from the 
"pagan pool' (the world) or from the 
church family's own children, little or no 
special training is given to move them 
toward maturity in Christ. But the com
mission under which we serve commands 
that the baptizer uteach the convert to 
observe all Christ's commands" (Matt. 
28:20). And there is a difference in teach
ing someone the commands of Christ and 
teaching him to observe these commands! 

Failure to Equip . 
There is evident :role confusion of the 

evangelist and the elders of the church. 
Their function is to "equip the saints" in 
all the assignments Go.d has given them 
(Eph. 4:11-ff). Too often the saints do not 
want to be equipped! So the evangelist is 
not equipping the elders and the elders are 
not equipping the saints, so the major part 
of God's work for his people goes undone! 

Paul affirmed that God ucommited unto 
us (Apostles) the word of reconciliation." 
(II Cor. 6 :19). He in turn "committed" 
the message to Timothy, instructing him 
to "guard that which is committed unto 
thee" (I Tim. 6:20). Then Timothy is 
charged by Paul to maintain the process: 
"the things which thou hast heard from 
me ... the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others 
also" (II Tim. 2 :2). This is the role as-

. signment, or job description of the elders 
and evangelists-to so "equip the saints," 
to so "commit the message to faithful 
mankind" that the conversion process can 
continue unabated. Remember that the 
message has not been "committed" until 
faithful men and women are "able to teach 
others also." And certainly this requires 
more time on the pare of the evangelist 

Living After the Flesh 
G. F. RAINES 

In 1 Pet. 4:1, 2, Peter says: "Forasmuch 
then as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the 
same mind: for he that hath suffered in 
the flesh hath ceased from sin· That he 
no longer should live the rest of his time in 
the flesh to the lusts of men but to the 
will of God." ' 

R. L. Whiteside, commenting on this 
passage, wrote: 
"Living after the lusts of the flesh does 
not necessarily mean living a life of moral 
degradation; it does not necessarily mean 
living in luxury. A man lives after the 
f~esh when his thoughts and energies are 
.directed solely to the gaining of selfish 
e.n~s. If a person is not serving God, he is 
hvmg after the flesh; there are only two 
courses to follow." 

Jesus says: 
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures 

upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: For where your trea
sure is, there will your heart be also." 
(Matt. 6:19-21.) 

"No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other or else he will hold to the one and 
despise the other. Y e cannot serve' God 
and mammon." (Matt. 6:24.) 

Paul says: 
"And be not conformed to this world: 

but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
Go.d." (Rom. 12:2.) 

"If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth." (Col. 3:1, 2.) 
Newton, Mississippi 39346 

and of the saints than is available to the 
preacher in his pulpit time. Especially is 
this true when many of the saints do not 
faithfully attend his pulpit time! 

Paul's method with Timothy is clear. 
Timothy's assignment is clear. The faith
ful men and women have their assignment 
clearly set forth. This was the consistent 
method followed by Paul. When he went to 
Ephesus he equipped the elders by: "not 
shrinking from declaring unto you any
thing that was profitable, and teaching 
you publicly, and from house to house ... 
not holding my life as dear unto myself, 
so that I may accomplish my course and 
the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus. . • . Wherefore I testify unto 
you this day, that I am pure from the 
blood of all men. For I shrank not from 
declaring unto you the whole counsel of 
God .•. wherefore watch ye, remembering 
that by the space of three years I ceased 
not to admonish every one night and day 
with tears ... " (Acts 20:17-32). That is 
how he "fulfilled his ministry." And we 
cannot "fulfill" ours with less! Preachers 
and elders are going to have to spend day 
and night, from house to house, publicly 
and privately for ~xtended periods-year 

(Continued on page 12) · 
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God's Name Upon His People 
"Benediction"-the good word spoken to 

close a service. One of the most memorable 
benedictions in Scripture is Numbers 6:24-
26. 

"The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you: 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace." 

The words are spoken, the assembly is 
over, the congregation files out and heads 
for home. It's over for another week. 

Or is it? Is the benediction the last word 
or might it be something more? Perhaps 
it's a word of beginning ... And, in fact, 
that is God's intention: 

"Thus you shall bless the people of 
Israel: you shall.say to them ... So shall 
they put my name upon the people of 
Israel, and I will bless them." (Numbers 
6:23, 27) 

Can we grasp that-"put my name upon 
the people"-God will allow his holy name 
to be associated with human beings? YES! 
It is rather like the marriage ceremony in 
which the groom's name is put on the 
bride. "I pronounce you husband and wife 
... I am pleased to present, to you Mr. and 
Mrs. Newly Wed." Thus, in a legal sense, 
the preacher puts his name on her. Is that 
just a formality? Just the customary end
ing for the occasion? 

Hardly. With happy surprise the new 
bride blushingly responds to her new name 
because it is the seal of a new relationship 
-a new life. The new name goes with her. 
It is not a legal technicality but a living 
reality. It is not merely for the bride-the 
husband, as well, is both willing and 
thrilled to have his name put upon her. 
Proud for her to wear his name and -to 
accept the blessings and responsibilities 
that go along with giving his name to 
another person in marriage. 

Week by week we assemble in church 
buildings across the nation. We hear many 
things in the course of the hour or two 
that we are together-good things, im
portant things. But do we hear God's name 
in a manner designed to make us more 
aware of his presence 'upon' each of us? 
Should there be more room in our gather
ings for benediction? 

It is not a distant Creator of whom we 
speak, for when God allows his name to be 
put upon his people it is demonstration of 
his nearness. "Where the name-giver places 
his own name upon the person named, the 
giving of the name signifies the joining 
of two hitherto separate persons in the 
closest unity ... Israel is called by Yah
weh's name, and thus becomes the holy 
people of the holy God." 

A church service should make us aware 
of many things but none of the items can 
have its full value unless the congregation 
turns homeward with an increased aware
ness of the active presence of God in all of 
life. The words of Numbers 6 are a "prayer 
that the one blessed may know the active 
presence of God in the fulness of his re
vealed character." The 'face of God' means 
his presence and "the shining countenance 
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is an emphatically positive presence for 
help and favor, a sign of the friendly and 
well-wishing nearness 6f God, the gracious 
and helping turning of God to human be
ings." 

The word of blessing should remind us 
that God's care is not occasional or momen
tary. His blessing is "the on-going, steady, 
regular work of God to provide and care 
for life, to insure its context." While it is 
certainly true that God 'sends his rain on 
the just and the unjust' it would be most 
unfortunate for believers to reduce God's 
presence in their lives to an automatic or 
rather vague 'providential' attitude. "The 
provider of these dimensions of life [bless 
and keep, make face shine upon you] is the 
God who is worshipped in the service. And 
the worshipping community does not as-

Gardening in Babylon 

In the year 597 B.C. King Nebuchad
nezzar of Babylon hlimbled the kingdom 
of Judah by plundering the treasures of 
the temple, leading away into captivity the 
young King J ehoiachin and all the soldiers, 
craftsmen, and princes, leaving only the 
poorest inhabitants of the land under a 
puppet king, Zedekiah. The prophet 
Jeremiah also remained in Jerusalem, 
where he counselled for strict submission 
to Nebuchadnezzar. At the Lord's com
mand Jeremiah even wore a yoke on his 
back to symbolize the dominion of 
Babylon over Judah. The mood of the 
country favored rebellion, which in Jere
miah's eyes was suicidal. He wrote a letter 
to the exiles warning them that they were 
in Babylon because God wanted them to be 
there, and they would return only when he 
was ready for them to return, that is, in 
seventy years Jer. 29:10). 

In the meantime, Jeremiah pleaded, God 
wanted them to be good citizens of Babylon. 
They should build houses and live in them: 
They should plant gardens and eat the 
produce. They should take wives and have 
children and give their children in mar
riage. In short, they should settle down, 
make the best of a bad situation, and go 
about the business of living. The Lord also 
said, "And seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare 
you will have welfare" (29: 7). They were 
to do more than just endure the exile; they 
were to adopt the city of their captors and 
work and pray for its peace. Henceforth, 
for good or ill, they would share its fate. 

It is possible to draw a parallel between 
the situation of those Judean exiles in 
Babylon and that of Christians today. They 
were separated from their homeland; we 
are separated from our true eternal home, 
for "our citizenship is in heaven." They 
lived in a hostile pagan environment· we 
live in a world hostile in many respects to 
Christian beliefs and practices. We as 
they did, may wish we could leave su~h a 
world, abandoning it to the devil as it 

sume that the blessing of God comes in 
some automatic fashion but is a part of his 
continuing, loving response to the prayers 
of the people." 

The words of the benediction should build 
a bridge between what happens in the as
sembly and what the believers do in daily 
life. Let the 'closing prayer' not be the end 
but the transition and the reminder that 
"the one for whom we move apart to wor
ship is the one who goes with us, as we 
go from the . . . gathering, to guide our 
life and provide its context." As we leave 
our assemblies let there be some word 
which gives the assurance of the "constant 
presence of God to provide the possibilities 
for life and the context in which human 
action and freedom in response to God may 
be worked out." 

1620 Oak Tree Drive 
Roseville, Ca. 95678 

BILL BRUMIT 

were. But this we must not do, because the 
world that we abandon to the devil is the 
world. we still have to live in and rear our 
children to live in. Our welfare as Chris
tians is inseparably tied to the welfare of 
the society in which we live. Anything that 
we do for the good of that society we do 
for our own good. 

Christians are not a ~pecies of mankind 
distinct from other people. We come in all 
sizes and colors and ages. Some of us are 
illiterate, some are college professors. We 
are to be found in every honorable pro
fession. Because we are subject to all the 
temptations others feel, a few of us are 
or have been in jail, in the divorce courts 
in bankruptcy. We shop at the same store~ 
as our non-Christian neighbors, cheer the 
same athletic teams, vote for the same 
politicians, and lose sleep worrying about 
what will become of our children. Our sons 
have fought in the same wars, and some 
have died. This land is our land too. 

Because it is our world, and our nation 
and our community, we want the best fo; 
it, and we want to give our best to it. The 
best that we have is our relationship with 
God and, growing out of that, high moral 
standards and a love for our fellow human 
beings. We gladly pray for our leaders. 
We work to elect those leaders that we feel 
are good for us, and to have passed laws 
which are consistent with our principles. 
Any good work that promotes the general 
welfare we support as we are able. We are, 
or try to be, light to the world, in the world 
but not of it. 

This world is not our final home, but 
right now it is the only one we have. Here 
our lot is cast. It is God's will for us to be 
in this place at this time. To live in a state 
of emotional misery, and itch for some
thing better, is therefore to question God's 
will. Far from being a sign of piety, it is 
a sign of rebellion. If we must live in 
Babylon, let us at least plant a garden 
here, till our three score and ten are done. 

Box 702 
Bowling Green, Ky. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 31, 198t 



Bridging the Gaps • 1981 
CLYDE L. FINDLAY 

The term, "gap" used geographically and historically often 
means accessability. Monuments to this use are Cumberland Gap, 
Boone's Gap, Benge's Gap, etc. On the other hand there is a wide
spread usage which means nearly the opposite. Many years ago 
one night we were enjoying the new highway almost to West 
Memphis. Suddenly, with just enough time to stop, there 
loomed before us a great gap in the pavement where a new 
bridge was to go in. It seems that someone had removed the 
warning barricade. It is in this sense that there has come into 
use such terms as "communication gap," "generation gap," 
"credibility gap," "security gap" etc. As we use these terms, 
with supporting Scripture references, we note that in each of 
these difficulties there are the words, "knew not." 

The communication gap must be bridged by the Word of God. 
"There arose a new king that knew not Joseph." Joseph had ac
complished great things for Egypt and neighboring nations as 
he served as food administrator. He had managed to get his 
father's family out of starving Canaan to the rich pasturelands 
of Goshen. All went well as long as Joseph was alive. He had 
been a friend in court for his Hebrew kin. But now the body of 
Joseph lay embalmed, to be taken back to his native land when 
opportunity presented itself. The Hebrew shepherds suddenly 
found themselves slaves in the construction program of the new 
king. A communication gap had been created by the death of 
Joseph. Only a Moses could bridge the communication gap. Only 
Jesus could bridge the gap between man and God, between earth 
and Heaven. At the close of his earthly preparatory period he 
gave unto us "The Great Communication" or "Great Commis
sion" via his apostles, or ambassadors. It is feared that in recent 
years the Great Commission has become the "Great Omission." 
Recent successes in India and Spain challenge us to greater 
compliance with the marching orders of the Great Commissioner. 
The Sword of the Spirit does not need sharpened but the skill of 
the swordsmen must be more effective. The "Do and Teach" 
principle must be followed. 

For many years we had effective radio programs. Besides the 
national speakers and networks, we had effective local ones 
emphasizing local congregations and local speakers. One of the 
popular ones the writer conducted on several stations was, 
"Book, Chapter and Verse," of the discussion type. "Bible Call" 
cassette programs seem to be very effective. The television pro
grams must not cause abandonment of the radio. The noticeable 
and steady growth of profanity and obscenity must be stopped. 
We must bridge the communication gap. We can if we will. 

The Generation Gap must be bridged. "There arose another 
generation that knew not Jehovah." Where was the previous 
generation which was supposed to teach their own? They were 
exampled by Abraham, explained by Moses and taught to all by 
Ezra. The great L. R. Wilson, referring to the old adage, "shirt 
sleeves to shirt-sleeves in three generations" commented about 
the first generation converted to the gospel, the next generation 
taking the gospel and the church for granted, and the thh':d 
generation back into spiritual darkness. The church must be an 

age-youth partnership, not competitors but comrades marching 
to Zion. The church must not swallow family responsibilities, or 
slice up families, even with the best of intentions. The famous 
old poem, "The Bridge-builder" charms us with the old man's 

· final line about the oncoming youth, "My friend, I am building 
this bridge for him." Jack Hamrn's cartoon is to the point. The 
father is scolding his son below him on a ladder because it is 
difficult for the son to climb on the ladder, broken by his father 
and poorly repaired. 

The Credibility Gap must be bridged. "Jesus came unto his own 
(things) and his own (people) knew him not. But as many as re
ceived him gave he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name." (John 1 :10-11) Only believers 
have the right to become children of God. Incomplete belief does 
not make them such. 

The belief process must be completed as in the oase of the 
Jail or and his household. Their belief came by hearing, their re
pentance, a part of which was restitution, followed, and then, 
after baptism into Christ, the believing process was completed 
and summarized, "having believed on God." In the 1611 version 
instead of "right" we have the word "power" which, when 
coupled with Rom. 1:16, is easy to understand, but some have 
thought God sent down direct saving power on all who are to be 
saved. Believing, that is, mere mental agreement, saves no one. 
The process must be summed up, after repentance and baptism, 
as "having believed on God." 

Paul, before King Agrippa, reminded him that he was aware 
to the influence of the resurrection of Christ, that he was a be
liever of the prophets, and that it is not an incredible thing that 
God should raise the dead, thus proving Christ to be the Son of 
Go.d. And the king was almost persuaded, not altogether per
suaded, to become a Christian. Charled Malik, former president 
of the United Nations declared "Jesus Christ is the Hinge of 
History." He is also our Crossover from history to eternity. 

The Security Gap must be bridged. "And she said, 'The Philis
tines are upon thee, Samson.' But he knew not that Jehovah was 
departed from him." Unlike other men Samson, being a Nazarite, 
had long hair, which is a woman's glory but a man's shame. 
Samson had broken his covenant with God, but he knew it not, 
when he revealed that his hair was the secret of his strength. 
What is the eternal security of the saints? No force except him
self can separate himself from God, if he loves God and has been 
called by the gospel. But there are "ifs" to be kept in mind. 
"If we grow as Christians, and if we are walking in the Light, 
confessing our sins, ours will be the abundant entrance into the 
Kingdom of Glory. 

But there is one gap that cannot be bridged. After death there 
is the wide gulf between saints and sinners that cannot be 
bridged. But Christ has bridged the gap between man and God, 
between earth and Heaven to those of us who are living between 
the two comings of Christ, while we can yet pass over the 
bridge which is the Word of God, leaving no gaps in 1981. 

4215 Apollo Street., Houston, Tex. 77018 
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Jim Russell, Barnesville, Georgia: We 
have just concluded "Three Unusual 
Days" with brother Calvin Reneau of 
Lawrenceville, Ga. Brother Reneau did an 
outstanding job of presenting the lessons 
of the weekend. Sunday morning special 

emphasis was given to a lesson on giving. 
Following that lesson eighty per cent of 
the congregation indicated a commitment 
to increase their level of giving. That com
mitment should result in a thirty-four per 
cent increase in the ·level of our weekly 
contribution. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

· G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarsh·ips Available e 

For Information Call: 
(214) 520-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director ~f Academics - Jim~y W~ Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

BROWN TBAR SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13,1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

FOR 1980 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars ea'Ch year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the iegal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to help you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Congress. $2.95 

-------- OliJP md man today-------

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

I enclose $ Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Workers, at $2.95 plus $1.00 postage and han· 
dling. (T~xas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

NaJDe -------------------------------------------------------------

Address ----------------------------------------------------------

~Y-------------------------- State------------------ Zip _______ _ 
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COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
Of: 

cbo~cbes a,: cbr.lf& 
fr.lSOrulDCe gR.oap 

• E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $25G,OOO.OO 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • . . • . • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . • . . • . . • . . • . • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE • . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • . • .. . . .. .. . • . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . • $39.23 
<Under Age 55} 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . • .. • • .. • . . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring,Tx.77373 
1· 713·376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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A DUCK IS A RABBIT 

(Continued from page 6) 

Paul tells us !.hat the works that cannot 
save are the "works" of the law. Chris t 
says, " This is the WORK that ye must do, 
that ye BELIEVE." 

And so, let us place Pa ul's picture of 
"works" along his f ield of antelopes : "For 
we are God's fellow workers; ye are God's 
husbandry, God's building." 1 Cor. 3:9. 

Paul, what are you doing? I am building 
works on t he foundation which is Christ. 
Paul, what are these works ? " Are not ye 
my work in the Lord?" 1 Cor. 9:1. Ye who? 
Christians. "So then arc ye no more 
strangers and sojourners, bu t. ye are fel
low-citizens wit.h the saints, and of the 
household of God, being buil t upon the 
foundation of the apostles a nd prophets, 
Christ J esus being t he chief corners tone; 
in whom each several building, f itly 
framed and knit together, groweth into a 
holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also 
are builded together for a habitation of 
God in the Spiri t." Eph. 2:19-22. 

But Pa ul, when you said "Other founda
tion can no man lay than that which i s 
laid which is Christ J esus," I saw an ante
lope. Now that you tell me that the founda
tion is the Apostles and prophets and the 
chief cornerstone is Christ, I see a bird. 
Well , look at t he legs of the beast and you 
will sti ll see an antelope. You see, the 
foundation of the Apostles and prophets is 
the foundation that Peter laid when he 
as an Apostle confessed that "Jesus is the 
Christ (chief cornerstone) the Son of the 
Living God." "Upon this rock (foundation) 
(fundamental truth (of the Apostles and 
prophets) (that J esus is the Christ ) will I 
build my chu rch." 

II a duck becomes a rabbi t when we get 
a better view of the Bible, it is because we 
have adjusted our spectacles to see better. 
rr a bird becomes an antelope when we see 
the forelegs of the beast, Jet us then no 
longer insist it is a bird . Rather than to 
say that the Bible is full of contradictions, 
let us believe tha t we had an imperfect 
view of the subject. 
4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 

Reprints of any single page a rticle appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod fo r $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Kni~ht Arnold Road 
Memph1s, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or ca ll fo r cata log 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TU ITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

t+ ... ++ Tbc Tbird A nnual +~+++++t 
• HEAR THESE V + Southeastern Sou/Saving Workshop MEN AND w oMEN or GoD + 
• Ray \Valker-Nuhvtlle. TN i. 
• U f ~....._ ltm Massey- Florence, Al 
• mversity 0 • THEME: W•yne Kllpatrick-Birmi"iham. Al 

I d 

~ 
Richard Roaers-tubbo<k. TX 

: 
w est F ori a ~ Marshall Unde ..... 'OOd-Mobile, Al 

• Terry Hanna-Niceville, Fl i Pensacola, Florida Nick Youna--Anderson, IN 

i \ ~ ~Dg 6Ut Joe Beam-Montaomery, Al 
J 0 c. Debbie Younc-Anderson. IN "tne CJ\/lessagc Dr. E. R. Bran111n-Montaumery, Al 

JUne 7 4 7 7 Joe Bean-Montaumery. Al : 
- Ooua Parsons-Midland. TX 

i 
Cha~ie Boddy--orlando. FL 
Don Yelton-west Monroe. LA .A. 
Rex Turner-Montaomery, AL V 

Childrens Activi ties Huao McCord-Mid~est City, OK i 
Youtb Prooraut Howard Norton-Edmund. OK 

I 
0 Boyd Vlilhams-Franklln. IN 

T. Pierce Bro,..n-Wmter Park, FL 
Attended Nursery Featuring Dale Smith-Sulphur Sprinas. TX 

JOE BEAM Ivan Stewart-oklahoma City, OK 
John Hurt- Joelton. TN 

John Waddy-Kno.,ille. TX i 
Humphrey Foutz-Daltimore, MD 

FOF COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE: Ed Sanders-Saarcy. AR 

Tollle Ellis-Nashville, TN i Southeastern SouiSaving Workship Neal Pryor- Searty. AR 

: P.O. Box 4171, Pensacola, Florida 32507 (Telephone 904-456·8793) 

................................... 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular 
Thumb 

Indexed 

$8.95 

$9.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete r evision and updroting of the 
the greatest standard work in t he Bi·ble 
Dictionary field-tlle finrt in 25 years. 
AND wi t.fh the exception of six writers, 
all the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churches of 
Ohri&t. A few are Batsell Barrett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Oarroll E11is, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jlack Lewi·s, Neil Lightfoot, Oar! 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J . W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many dthevs. 

Every Christian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

- - - - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose$---- ·---· Please send _______ copies o~ Smith's 
New Bible Dictiona'ry at D $8.95 regular or D $9.9n thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. Texas r esidents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Namne ---- ----- - ---- -------------- - - ------ ---------------

Address ----- - - - ---- - ---------- --------------------------
City------------ --__________ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 
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THE SPIRITUAL RECESSION-ITS 
INTERNAL CAUSES 

(Continued from page 7) 
after year-before the church can get back 
on course. 

Whether or not the saints are willing to 
spend that much study time with the 
preachers and elders is yet to be seen. 
Whether the preachers and elders are 
willing to spend that much time with the 
Word of God and then with the saints is 
yet to be seen ! But since we are talking 
about internal problems, this is an internal 
matter-and jt is a problem! 

Cleq~y-Laity Syndrome 
Often a. congregation develops a kind 

of clergy-laity relationship with the 
preacher. And this is related to the role
confusion just mentioned above, and that 
on the part of both preacher and members. 
When brethren hire a preacher to be the 
researcher of all truth, the guardian of 
the faith, the "worship-maker," the con
verter of the community, the comforter of 
the hurting, the counselor of the troubled, 
the publisher of church news and the 
congregation's public relations representa
ti\•e to the community, then quite obviously 
his job of "equipping the saints" is going 
to go wanting. He may yield to a non
productive j ob description as it r elates to 
both the saved and the lost. But it is the 
brethren who define his functions rather 
than the Word of God. He is thus made 
into a kind of professional clergy and the 
brethren into the uninvolved la ity. Church 
services thus become a kind of spectator 
position for the member s who assume an 
audience role in r elation to the p reacher 
function. Whereas true worship has God 
as the only audience and the whole con
gregation as participants (Jno. 4 :24). 

Self-Centeredness 
Selfishness is the antithesis of Chris

tianity. People who are more wrapped up 
in their own congregational convenience 
and comfor t than upon the e\'angelization 
of the lost have their values and priorities 
confused. When a congregation absorbs 
90'70 plus of its own financial resources as 
it ministers to itself, it has precious little 
left for the lost and needy. When the 
brotherhood has 90o/o plus of its trained 
personnel ministering to the already saved, 
it has lost sight of its mission. In our 
brotherhood such is the case. And the 
tende11cy to consume more and mor e of 
our resources on ourselves is clearly seen 
in the church growth study charts already 
seen. 

This e-xaggerated emphasis upon our
selves destroys the spirit of sacrifice in be
half of others. When our mission programs 
receive only token contributions, then the 
lost are receiving only the "crumbs that 
fall from the rich man's table." 

Class ism 
There is a difference between race

ism and class-ism. Both are condemned in 
the Scriptures (Gal. 2:11-14; Jas. 2:2-5). 
In many cities where there is strong social 
change in a particular par~ of the area 
where there is a thriving middle-class 
church, the members migrate to another 
part of the town. They go where the lower 
class people do not attend. And thus they 
abandon a veritable mission f ield that is 
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moving in around them. It is a bit like 
"organ transplants." When too many 
lower class people are transplanted into 
an area, the church body rejects the trans
plants, and moves away. In larger cities 
such trends at·e more in evidence. 

Conclusion 
CerW.1inly there are olher internal fac

tors at work within our churches that drag 
us down. But these mentioned above have 
helped us develop a kind of ' ·holding
pattern" that just s imply is not holding! 

We are now ready to look for solutions 
to the problems we have been discussing in 
th is and the previous a1ticles. This is 
where we really need to be objective and 
sincere in our search for Biblical solutions 
and then be genuinely committed to the 
practice of those solutions. 

Sunset School of Preaching, 3723 34th 
Street, Lubbock, Texas 

I NCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Whon you aend In a Jist ot new aubscrlp

tlons to the F irm Fotu~datloa, plea.ae be 

aura each haa the proper Zip Code number 

after the city and alate. 

Preacher VVanted 
FOR THE HISTORIC SEAPORT CITY 

OF 
HALIFAX 

This is a full time position. Anyone 
interested should contact: 

DON BROWN 
c/o CHURCH OF CHRIST 
48 CONVOY AVE., 
HALIFAX, N.S. 
CANADA 

EARN 121/4% UP TO 
13% ON YOUR SAVINGS! 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center 
in Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood 

Village in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc .. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 

the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12W*' Interest (1982-1984), 12%% interest (1985-
1987), 123/4% interest (1988-1990), 13% interest 

(1991-1994) paid semi-annually 
BONDS DATED APRIL 1, 1981 

ThiS ldYethsement rs netther an offer to sell nor a sohcitl ltOn of oHera 10 buy any of these bOnds 
The ottenng tS made onty by the Prospectus ---------·--------------------

PAYING AGENT- REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK 
P. 0 . BOX 5961. DALLAS, TEXAS 75222 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
CHRISTIAN CARE CENTERS, INC. 
Box 28908 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75228 PHONE- (21 4) 270-7583 or 

George D. Tipps 
301 Hlghwoods Trail 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112 PHONE- (817) 457-4455 
FOR PROSPECTUS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order~in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add S% sales tax.) 

N~e: ______________________________________________________ _ 

Address, ______________________________________________ _ 

City ________________________ State: _____ ~ip. ___ _ 
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WORLD'S LARGEST BIBLICAL 

LIBRARY TOPS 39,000 VOLUMES 

The American Bible Society, possessor 
of th e world's largest collection of B ibles 
and related Biblical documents reports 
that at the end of 1980 the library con
tained nearly 39,500 volumes in 1,615 
languages. 

Dr. Ivan Nothdurft, an officer of the 
Society, said this represented an increase 
of 24 new languages in t he Scripture col
lection, some with such exotic names as 
Mixteco and Silacayoapan, Pangutaran 
Samo-Kubo. 

"The new languages indicate that God's 
Word is being made available to more peo
ple everywhere, and that we fully intend 
to carry out the Biblical mandate to carry 
the Good News via the medium of the 
Scriptures to the four corners of the 

ear th," said Miss Alice Ball, an ABS gen
eral secretary. 

Recent f igures reveal, however, that 
more than 80 million people representing 
2000 languages and dialects still do not 
have at least one portion of the Scripture 
available to them in their own languages. 

---0---
Reprints of any single page article appearing 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop
res nc.i a ccepted. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to w in souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WO RK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Col eman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 
maps, and chapter summaries. 

"' . 
1 ... 

-
.. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone : 817/ 947-5403 
r'oreign Worker s covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered otzly to workers in 

Churches of Christ 

.. ;,_, 

-·· 

.. .. .,_. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For many years this New Tes tament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 
type paper. 

Vol. ! - Gospels and Acts ... ........ . . .... .. ... $7.00 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

14 [206) 

Vol. 2- Epistles and Revelation .. . . ........... . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume ......... ... ... ..... .. . $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertisin&' in this section $1.50 per llne. Desi~rt~ed et~poclally to accommodate congregations 

advertising' meeting' places, preachers seeklng work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard .M. Gray-Director 

1 (308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 11)05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
63-i-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO ~8 
L~OOD CHURCH OF CH~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chriat, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHER.""l NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CB~ST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
. BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

11300 DubUa. Road 
Plea•aa.toD, Callfol'llla 84568 

James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 
NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hanaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E.. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERM~-==o::-::N~s=-FR=~o:-::M-;-;S:;;U:-:N=s;;:E;;;T;;--o-n---=9-=o-m--.in-u~te:---ca::-s:-s-.ette~ 

tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R='EL=I:-::G::-::1:-:0~U:::S::--:B:-:0:-:0~K=s-:.BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
Full Time Preacher Wanted. Kalispell Church of 
Christ, 241 Stillwater Road, Kalispell, Montana 
59901. Send complete resume, references, and tape 
with one ('or more) sermon(s). Tapes will be re
turned. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., DOS E. Morgan .Ave .. 
U.S. 480 Enst Opposite K-Jfart. Offlee <t'J'J
S2Tt. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'78-40G8. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-879-1010. 
Want To Buy: Used Religious Books. Bob Jackson 
Box 280-Kempner, Texas 76539-512-982-8833. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 6Sl W. 28th St. Sunday 

to. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents an.d. relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, hvmg ex
penses, medical insurance, reti.r~ment. insuran.ce, 
val'ation and days off. For add1taonal mformataon 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-883-5580. 

ATI"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-689-
7726 (day) or 512-589-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78056. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Announcing: AJ ministry to troubled congregations. 
Charles E. Graham, M.D. announces a consultation 
program for troubled congregations that have the 
following type of problems: 1. Church splits. 2. 
Elder disagreements. 3. Advise on handling the 
business of congregations that have no elders. 4. 
Budget planning. 5. Preacher selection. 6. Employee 
evaluation. 7. Church discipline. 8. Church mergers. 
For a free brochure or further information call 
214-369-4361 or write P.O. Box 1985, Richardson. 
Texas 75080." 
EXPERIENCED PREACHER immediately avail
able. Call or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr., Richardson, TX 75080. 214/234-2952. 

GOLDEN RULE REALTY 
(Over 100 Agents-4 Offices) 

Southern California or anywhere in the U.S.: we'll 
put you in contact with ethical, Christian Realtors. 
Call collect 213-365-3425, Frank "Doc" Holladay, 
Golden Rule Realty, 10642 SeJ>ulveda Blvd., Mission 
Hills, CA 91345. Christian Realtors-please send me 
n card if you want to cooperate. Also, Teachers 
needed for Christian school, K-12, 213-365-3425. 
Wanted: Youth Minister for full-time work by con
gregation of 300 members. We are active in bus 
ministry and mission work with opportunities for 
rapid growth. We desire a sound young married 
man, capable of planning and lending, Should be 
able to fill in for regular minister when he is away 
at meetings or on vacation. Support open. Send 
resume to: Elders, Highlands Hills Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 23123, San Antonio, Texas 78223. 

.1\linister Needed 
Congregation of 50-60 people, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished, A 
man mature in the gospel is needed. No elders at 
present time. Would accept an older couple or fami
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WI'tli 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Churl'h of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 70a are movin~ an:rwhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
SA YE ON CHURCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
through new property insurance program for Texas 
congregations. 25% Dividend. For more information 
contact Ben F. See, 1734 S. Clack, Suite F, Abilene, 
Texus 7960G. (915) 692•5085. Agents welcome. 
Plain Bible preacher desires to serve ns minister or 
associate minister. Salary range $325 a week. 31 
years old, mnrriecl with two sons. 10 years full time 
experience. Available July 15. Bubbn. Phillips, P. 0. 
Box 523, La Grunge, Texas 78945. 713-968-6158. 
Minister available-July 1, 1981. 27 years old. Mar
ried. One child. 4 years experience In located work. 
Has had cnmpaign experience in Northwest. Ar
ticles, sermons, resume, photos, and referenc~s upon 
request. John Henderson, Rt. 1, Box 143, Ellington, 

·Mo. 63638, (314) 663-2471. 

Minister Wanted 
Mature, Experienced man, 35-50, effective preacher 
and )lersonal worker. Salary open. Three bedroom 
new house, utilities, % social security. Town 17,000 
growing, membership 80, growing, Church at peace, 
no hobbies. Send resume to elders, Sheridan Church 
of Christ, 1769 Big Horn Ave., Sheridan, Wy. 82801. 

For Sale: One 1967 Chev. Bus, 62 passenger, 4 
speed in good running l'Ondition. Sealed bids ac
cepted until Mar. 26th. Church of Christ, Box 416, 
Grandfield, Oklahoma. 

Minister desires to relocate. A.ge 89. Harding gradu
ate. Twenty years preaching experience. Married 
with three children. Telephone: 318-375-2682. 

Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, married man 
in or near middle age for small congregn.tion near 
Lake of the Ozarks. Average attendance 26-30. 
Write to Versallles Church of Christ, Highway 5, 
South Versailles, Mo. 66084 or call 314-877-2837. 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for sale-New Rear 
End-60 Pnssenger-$3,000. Contact: Mobberly 
Church of Christ, 1303 Mobberly Ave., Longview, 
Texas 75602, Phone 214/768-2787. 
INTERESTED IN BIBLE CALL? For Sale: Four 
tape playing machines with approximately 300 tapes, 
and one Record-A-Call machine, Cost $3864.78. Your 
price $1900.00. Alpine Church of Christ, Box 1606, 
Longview, Texas 75601, Phone 214-758-0161. 
Primary Puh>it minister for Central Florida con
gregation. Two hundred to two hundred fifty in 
attendance, $104,000 budget, half million metro pop
uation, modern facility, in fellowship and co-operat
ing with area congregations. Prefer middle age 
family man with college training, strong Bible 
background and love for the lost. Send resume, ser
mon tapes and references to Jere Trotter, Elder, 
South Seminole Church of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell 
~ad, Winter Park, Florida 82792. 

MINISTER AVAILABLE 
Black minister looking for a congregation to work 
full time with. Age 45. Married. Three children In 
school: one home. One year college. SO years 
preaching experience. Enjoys personal work and is 
a good radio man. Author of one book and several 
gospel tracts. And can teach singing by notes. For 
more information write: 
Charles Durr, Sr. 
133 North Arbor Trails, Apt. 207 
Park Forest, Ill. 60466, or call (312) 747-7284. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$))95 
per. thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR--· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

,r-0-RD_E_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E -S-ET_T_O_D_A_Y_!-.1 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for d elivery ond hondling o n oil orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
odd 10'}'0 • Texos residents odd 5'}'0 soles lox. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••. CALL NOW 

TEXAS- 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ·_--

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
t inguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 6 10 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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VoL 98, No. 14 

CHRISTIANS IN MONTREAL, CANADA worship in five l anguage~. 
They arc joining hands in an effort to impact the area through ft I 0 x I 0 
booth at tho d oorway of the Quebec Businessmen's fair. Eva ngelists for 
the fivo la nguage groups meeting in Montreal shown standing in front of 
the Olympic installations wh ore th e Quebec Businessmen's Fair is to bo 
held from May 29 to 31. Tho chu rc hes of Christ will have froo space in 
this fa ir for a booth. From loft to right: Silvio Caddeo ( Italian), J erry Cox 
and W illiam Bonner (French), Michael Maualongo (Eng lish), S. F. Timm er
man (Frenc h), Ivan Kolosnikow and Alexa ndr Shapkin ( Russian ) , J ohn Chan 
(Chin ese ) . For further info rma t ion contact the church, C. P. 231 , l aval. 
Que., HW 4K3. 

Aus tin. Texas, April 7, 1981 

INSIDE THI S ISSUE 

Keeping Baptism In Its Pla ce-Prout . . . . . . . . ..•.. . . . . .... . ....•.... 3 
Abunda nt life-The Word Became Flesh- Tab or .. .... .... ... •...• . ... 4 
A W oma n's Se lf-Rcspcd-Shelly . . . . . . . . .... . ...... ... .... . ...... . 8 
Paul's "Mistake"-lawrence . . . . . . . . ......................... 6 
Church Growth Series (7 )-And Tho W ord of God Increased-Paden . .. 7 
J esus For Presid ent?-Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... . 8 
The Validity of Non -De nomin atio nal Ch ristianit y-Swain ............... R 
Wha t Is A Visitation Program-Mose ley ............ .. . ......... 9 



They Departed Asunder 

Paul suggested to Barnabas that they visit the 
brethren. Then a disagreement arose. It became so in
tense that "they parted asunder," Luke says. Yet, none 
today copsider this division sinful. Perhaps we should 
take another look at just what division is. A divison 
over matters of faith, the Bible condemns. A division 
over personal opinions, the Bible seems to sanction. 

There is no trauma like that of meeting head-on 
something we cannot avoid. Perhaps this is why death 
is so dreaded-there is no way around it. No soldier 
relishes the prospect of battle. Only when the issue is 
so strong that nothing else can substitute is he willing 
to do battle, and, if necessary, lay down his life. 

We work our way through most differences. By 
compromise and negotiation we avoid conflict when 
possible. Sometimes it is inevitable. Unless it is termi
nated in the right way it simply produces endless con
flict and confusion. There are two ways to end it: (1) 
settle the difference, or (2) separate. Separation is not 
always bad. It even has some advantages. If conflict re
results in the triumph of sheer power, the vanquished 
await only an opportunity to strike again. A truthful, 
caring attitude while facing the issues in any conflict 
might resolve it forever. 

Caring enough to "speak the truth in love" is im
portant. Even when the church must confront false 
teachers, or face a community issue involving ethics, 
it must be kept clear that truth rather than personal 
desire is the issue. 

Not every church split is as terrible as it is made out 
to be. Paul and Barnabas solved their personal con
frontation by separating. There was nothing so dread
ful about that. Each went his way, gathered some com
panions, and the two individuals became two teams, 
going in opposite directions, but still united in the faith 
once delivered. It is better for brethren to go their 
separate ways than to fuss and quarrel. And it is tragic 
when either determines to brand the other·as apostate. 

It isn't always bad for brethren to separate, unless 
hate and animosity is at the root of the separation. 
These sins could damn us if we stayed together. 

We have noted considerable tension in recent years 
between (1) those who have settleq down into a wor
shipping society, and who want to be served rather than 
being servants, and (2) those who are on fire to get 
things done and evangelize the world. If the two groups 
stay together they will possibly antagonize each other 
until the congregation is destroyed. Would it not be 
better to follow a Biblical example and separate? If 
Paul and Barnabas could do it, cannot two groups of 
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Chr.istians do it? It might save a lot of unchristian bit
terness in many communities. 

Christians are not used to confrontation between 
themselves. They are taught to live together in peace. 
If they cannot do it, separation is better than confronta
tion. If an element feels it should preserve the status 
quo, guard the ramparts, defend the faith, and perpetu
ate old ways, let it do so until it can learn that there is 
more to the Christian system than that. If another 
group feels it should burn up every energy converting 
the lost, let it do so until it learns that there is more to 
total commitment than group meetings and buddy 
systems. 

Often such a separation is wholesome. the gung-ho 
group works its head off to build up an evangelistic 
congregation, and sometimes even the listless element 
is brought to life by unaccustomed activity and builds 
a good congregation out of dying embers. It is unpro
ductive for diverse elements to spend their energies 
upon each other. If they can fight the devil as one 
group, fine. If they cannot, then let them fight the devil 
side by side. 

This is the advantage of several congregations in one 
city. Congregation, like people have personalities. Some
times one is a square peg in a round hole in a certain 
situation. He can either be a thorn in the flesh of the 
church, or he can quietly move on to a congregation 
whose personality more harmoniously fits his own. This 
kind of separation most of us agree with. Really, is 
there any difference in principle when groups, rather 
than individuals, do it? Some whole elements of the 
Restoration heritage are seeing the wisdom of doing 
things the way they think they should be done, while 
refusing to play God over the consciences of others who 
may want to do things in a different way. 

THE EUR.OPEAN LECTURESHIP AGAIN 
Air fares are going up. We have a commitment of 

$7SO. (not $6SO as originally reported) for a round trip 
from Dallas to London. It is subject to any price in
crease. But paid tickets will be honored. The lectureship 
is Aug. S-7 in London. The group must go together, 
but we understand that return can be arranged up to 
SO days. Braniff leaves Dallas at 6 :SO p.m. Aug. S. The 
all important thing now is to get paid reservations in 
before any fare increases. Send to Box 610, Austin, 
Tx. 78767. 
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(USPS 191-129) Num'>er 14 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday in December by the Firm Founda
Uon Publishing House, 8110 Guadalopo Stroot. Austin, Texns. Second Claa 
Postage paid at Austin, Texas. 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
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• its Place Keeping Baptism Ln 
ELMER PROUT 

"Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life . . . for all of you who were united 
with Christ in baptism have been clothed with Christ ... In 
baptism you were buried with him and raised with him through 
your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead" 
(Romans 6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2 :12). 

At first glance those verses seem to be handy-proof texts for 
the importance of baptism in New Testament doctrine. When we 
look further, however, we find that they describe the setting in 
which baptism has scriptural meaning. 

God's setting for baptism. As we read the texts the first. thing 
to notice is the emphasis on Jesus Christ. Baptism is not an act 
complete in itself. A person is not baptized into------
(fill in the name of your favorite organization). The text is 
emphatic "into Christ Jesus ... buried with him . ~ . united with 
him ... clothed with Christ." 

It is not only that Christ set the example by his own baptism. 
Nor is it only the case that he commanded disciples to be bap
tized. Beyond example and command Christ Jesus is present 
before, during and after the act. There had been ceremonies of 
cleansing for generations before Pentecost 33 A.D. But because 
of who Christ is Christian baptism is not the word of an ancient 
teacher-it is an event in which the Living Lord participates. 

The setting for baptism goes on to include the death of Christ. 
"Into his death .•• with him through baptism into death.' This is 
a .direct reference to "the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world." The words point to the fact that redemption is 
purchased with "the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect." The price of dedemption has been paid and 
that payment stands permanently in the context in which alone 
baptism has its meaning. 

Resurrection adds its part to the setting. "That, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life ... raised with him ... made alive with 
Chlist." We speak of the symbolism of the burial and rising 
from 'the -watery grave.' But that enactment would be mockery 
if Christ had not risen on the third day. 

The resurrection points to the victory of Christ through the 
triumphant action of God the Father. "Just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life ... raised witth him through your faith in the power 
of God, who raised him from the dead. When you were dead in 
your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 
made you alive with Christ." 

The same God who brought Christ out of the tomb brings peo
ple out of the death of sin. It is possible to urge sinners 'to arise 
and be baptized and wash away your sins' because the Lamb's 
blood stands as the guarantee that the 'washing in water' will 
be more than "the removal of dirt from the body." It will be 'the 
pledge of a good conscience toward God' because the Christ who 
died is the Lord who arose to be at God's right hand. 

Just as the Bible emphasizes the activity of God and Christ 
before, during and after baptism, it also stresses the active 
human response to that divine action. "With him through your 
faith in the power of God . . . You are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were united with Christ 
in baptism have been clothed with Christ." 

In New Testament teaching baptism comes along after the 
account of Christ's death and the explanation of the purpose of 
that death. In the light of the redemptive death of Chrst baptism 
takes its place in Christian doctrine. In the passages of scripture 
that discuss baptism, the divine victory over death forms the 
the background and the foreground in which baptism is men
tioned. 

In this context memory of their baptism calls Christians back 
to their union with Christ. They remember and realize that 
they died with Christ to sin and became alive to righteousness. 
They also see again that they lost their racial differences and 
became one in Christ. Memory of death with Christ points be
lievers to the fact that the old way of religion with rules about 
food, drink and angels is gone. We are called to live with eyes 
set on the Christ with whom we have risen. 

The danger of reactionary over-emphasis. There is no question 
but that baptism is vital in Christian doctrine. The problem 
which we face is that we will become so concerned to correct mis
taken ideas about baptism that we neglect the full New Testa
ment picture. We must not be blind to the fact that it is possible 
to talk about baptism in terms that leave the impression that the 
act itself has saving power. The rejection of the 'faith only' doc
trine can be done in ways that weaken the scriptural priority of 
faith in reference to baptism. The steps in the plan of salvation 
can be listed in such a manner that people get the impression 
that the convert moves from one step to another separate step 
until he reaches the climax of baptism. 

Granted that there is much error being taught about baptism 
in the religio'Qs world. The question remains as to whether the 
mistaken ideas of others should so dominate our thinking as to 
make us devote most of our energy in an effort to correct those 
mistakes. 

Let us continue to teach what the Bible says about baptism. 
And, as we do, let us ask ourselves such questions as the follow
ing: Is our emphasis on 'burial with Christ' equal to our em
phais on 'burial in water'? That is, do we speak as much of a 
heart and mind united with Christ as a result of trust in him 
as we do of a body immersed in water? 

It is one thing to bring a person to a baptistry-it is quite 
another matter to have guided that person to submission to 
Christ on the way to the water. People are often ready to go 
through a ceremony-they are not so eager to 'die with Christ.' 
But if we are to be true to our Lord the death before the burial 
must receive more emphasis in our evangelism. When that is 
done baptism will be in its place. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"The Word Became Flesh" 
0. H. TABOR 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God . . . and the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us" (John 1: 1, 14). When we view the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ we see the necessity of the incarnation of 
which John speaks in his prologue. When one views the dignity 
of human nature one can accept the fact that the incarnation 
of Jesus. Christ was not degrading to the Godhead. The Epistle 
of the Hebrews is based on the fact of the dual nature of our 
Lord. We read, "It has been testified somewhere, What is man 
that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, that thou carest 
for him? Thou didst make him for a little while lower· than the 
angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and honor, putting 
everything in subjection under his feet. 

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing 
outside his control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in 
subjection to him. But we see Jesus, who for a little while, was 
made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor be
cause of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone. For it is fitting that he, for 
whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. . . . Since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that 
through death he might .destroy him who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong bondage, for surely it is not with angels 
that he is concerned but with the descendants of Abraham. 
Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every respect" 
(Hebrews 2:6-17). 

John opens the cardinal doctrine of the incarnation and the 
Hebrew writer shows us who the incarnate One is and gives rea
sons why he appeared. John also witnesses of the doctrine in his 
first letter when he said, "That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon and touched with our hands" ( 1 John 1 :1). 
Jesus, of whom these writers is speaking, is referred to as the 
"son of man" over eighty times in the Bible, which compels us to 
look at his humanity. This implies that he is the universal man 
and belongs to humanity; red, yellow, black and white. It also 
emphatically points out that Jesus was a real man, through and 
through. He ate, slept, wept, s!lffered and died. He was often 
tired, weary and tempted which shows he was a solid man. He 
was a perfect man but no one could say to him, truthfully, "you 
are a sinner." He asked, "Which of you convicts me of sin?" 
(John 8:46). "He cornmi ted no sin; no guile was found on his 
lips" (1 Pet. 2 :22). 

Again, "We have not a high priest who is unable to sympa
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sinning" (Heb. 4:15)). But one 
may say, was he not angry? He was filled with righteous indig
nation, but Jesus ever kept clear of bitterness, spite, malevolence 
and all such evil feelings. Another may say, "when he was bap
tized he acknowledged his sins." 'Vhen he was baptized he identi
fied with sinful men but he knew no personal sin. 

Still another may say, "In his prayer he said, Father forgive 
us our debts." This is not his prayer, but that which he taught 
his disciples to say. The significance of the incarnation are the 
facts of the revealing of true manhood, the perfect example for 
all to follow and the atonement be made for all for sin. He was 
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God's chosen One for the roll of redemption through his blood. 
He was God's unique son, not by adoption as we are, but he was 
God's eternal son, as John's prologue points out. Jesus was 
very God himself which is a mystery I can't understand. God so 
loved he carne to work out our salvation. Surely we can say, he 
is the Son of God and open our hearts to this great and grand 
revelation and receive him and praise him forever. We should not 
be like some of John's day who said, "Why should this glorious 
being stoop to the humiliation of Jesus of Nazareth?" To the 
Jews, as Paul points out, Christ crucified was ever a stumbling 
block. 

To clear this up in the minds of the Jews the Hebrew writer 
points out several things in our reading at the beginning of this 
article. He shows that the incarnation was not degrading to 
the godhead since the Psalmist points out the dignity of man: his 
lordship over God's creation, the fact that man can fellowship 
with God and that God is ever mindful of him and that man's 
redemption is secured at such a tremendous price. "Jesus should 
taste death for every man." In the incarnation we know that 
human nature was assumed by Jesus and its perfection shall 
be reached by him. 

In the first chapter of Hebrews we see a great contrast with 
this assumption of human nature when he is now made so much 
better than the angels, with a greater name and even worshipped 
by them as the Son of God. One has pointed out this contrast in 
these words, "How great the contrast between the angels who 
heralded his birth, and the feeble babe; between the angels who 
ministered to him, and the lonely Man of conflict; between the 
angels who strengthened him in Gethsernane, and the Man of 
sorrows, whose sweat was as it were great drops of blood; be
tween the angels who kept his tomb, and that lifeless body
think of the Lord of ·angels needing angelic ministry!" When 
he was lifted up he was crowned with glory and honor. He then 
returned to his native position, he retained his human nature for 
evermore; as when he trod the streets of J erusalern and the hills 
of Galilee-" This same Jesus." His people must continue to de
clare, "Thou art the King of Glory, 0 Christ." It is also pointed 
out that "It became him the author of salvation to open up the 
way, by the cross, into the everlasting presence of the Godhead 
and the angelic host and the redeemed of all ages. 

The incarnation does not depend upon "proof-texts" but the 
doctrine of the incarnation underlies the whole message of God 
to man. "If removed the Scriptures fall to pieces and are in
explicable." Paul opens his letter to the Romans with these 
words, "The gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh and designated Son of God in 
power according. to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 1 :3-4). This is 
the great mystery of godliness but is the key to the Bible for it 
is said, "God was manifest in the flesh." We must believe that 
Christ· was possessed of two distinct natures. His condescension 
is voiced when it is said of him that "he is not ashamed to call 
(men) brethren." Can one imagine Moses, Elijah, Paul or John 
making such a statement? From this we may conclude that he 
who walked the earth in human nature was at the same time the 
most high God. It is not that he laid aside his godhead for he 
could not do that because God cannot undeify himself. He said of 
himself, "Before Abraham was, I am." He was God on earth and 
he must be for ever. He, who was in the beginning, was God. He 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, a little lower than the 
angels, for a while. 

The meaning of the incarnation is that Jesus in two natures 
was God and man at the same time. "The Wore became flesh, but 
did not cease to be the Eternal Word." He emptied himself, not 
indeed of the Godhead, which could not be, but of its manifesta
tion,· its glory. In the incarnation we see then at once the trans
cendent love and the transcendent humility of Jesus Christ. 
The language pertaining to the incarnation, said one, "explodes 
all Docetic notions of a mere phantom body." We shout, 0 Such 
wondrous love! 
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A Woman's Self-Respect RUBEL SHELLY 

There are many things about the mod
ern feminist movement that I do not ap
preciate. In fact, as will be pointed out 
shortly, there are some features of it 
which are anti-Christian. But there is at 
least one thing which I have learned from 
the movement which needed to be called 
to my attention. That lesson is as follows: 
tkere is a g'reat deal of sexism in our 
society which works to destroy a woman's 
self-respect. 

In the decades of the '50s and '60s, 
churches of Christ had to be forced by 
law to give racial minorities their civil 
rights. Shamefully, the world had to lead 
the church in this matter; God intended it 
to be the other way around. In the '70s and 
'80s, our society has begun to address not 
only the issue of racism but sexism as well. 
Hopefully we will not wait again for legis
lation to force us to do the right and moral 
thing. 

The Scripture holds womankind in high 
regard and teaches that females of the 
human race are due special respect. 
Woman as well as man is essential to the 
"image of God" in the human race. "And 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them" (Gen. 1:27). And 
though females are subordinated to males 
in certain works of the church and deeds 
of Christian piety, there is spiritual 
equality as to access into divine grace. 
"There can be neither Jew nor Greek, 
there can be neither bond nor free, there 
cun be no male and female; for ye are all 
one man in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3 :28). 
Husbands, though the heads of normal 
family units, are told to see their wives as 
"joint heirs of the grace of life" and to 
show them special consideration ( 1 Pet. 
5:7). 

If this teaching were understood gen
erally, the self-respect of women would 
be secure; if it were taken seriously by 
men, females would not be abused and 
exploited in our society; it if were put 
into practice, some of the more extreme 
demands of the feminist movement would 
likely fall by the wayside. 

Widespread Disrespect for Women 
It really is the case that some segments 

of our society tend to denigrate women in 
both obvious and subtle ways. In our sex
obsessed culture, women are routinely 
used as sex objects-and the emphasis 
here should be on the word objects. Clubs 
feature nude dancing girls, movies throw 
in scenes of violence against women (e.g., 
rape), and sports events from boxing to 
baseball feature scantily clad females for 
audience gawking. 

These situations are part of a popular 
media stereotype of women. Females are 
regarded as mindless bodies. They are for 
men to gape at and ogle, whistle at and · 
tease, lust after and covet. 

Some philosophers who are particularly 
concerned about language have begun to 
call attention to common terms of refer
ence for women which carry an inherent 
derogatory tone. Instead of neutral terms 
like woman, lady, and girl, non-Christian 
males are typically given to referring to 

the opposite sex in gender-sexual terms, as 
playthings, or even as animals. So it has 
become: Who was that skirt/broad/ (part 
of the anatomy)? Say, that's some fox/ 
filly I chick over there! Then, of course, 
there is lewd and suggestive talk that has 
a much more direct message. 

This sort of language and media por
trayal should be offensive to women. That 
it is distasteful to many is becoming ap
parent. 

Ladies, do not allow yourselves to be 
exploited. You encourage men to think 
of you in these ways when you sunbathe 
in public places, appear in swimsuits on 
a beach or at a public pool, or allow lewd 
language to be spoken to you or in your 
presence. Be very conscious of maintain
ing a chaste demeanor, and be genuinely 
indignant when anyone tries to test, em
barrass, or harass you. 

Harassment of Working Women 
Working women are especially vulner

able. Secretaries, teachers, and factory 
workers have not only had to put up with 
being paid less than men doing the same 
jobs but have often had to endure what has 
come to be called "sexual harassment." It 
may be as subtle as a leer or as direct as a 
pinch. Newsweek recently carried an ar
ticle on this phenomenon. It told of a typist 
in New York whose boss offered her a 
raise if she would sleep with him and of a 
freshman at Harvard whose instructor 
tried to kiss her when she went to his 
office. Both these women went to court 
over the incidents in question. The Na
tional Law .Journal recently reported that 
more than 50 sex harassment cases have 
been decided or are pending in the courts. 

A secretary in Atlanta quit her job 
after her boss and three other men 
watched her lock a long row of filing cabi
nets and then called out, "Isn't she a 
cutie?" It is to be hoped that any Chris
tian woman would feel insulted rather 
than flattered by such a quip. This lady 
summed it up by saying, "They strip you 
of your dignity." 

I've lived in a protected environment. 
My family is a Christian family; I at
tended Christian schools for my under
graduate education; my work puts me 
among Christians. I had not really been 
aware of some of the types of abuse that 
women have endured. Protest and fighting 
back through various feminist organiza
tions is understandable. But there are 
other aspects of some of these groups 
that I deplore. Specifically, the resent
ment they seek to arouse toward the 
traditional role of woman as wife and 
mother is ungodly. 

Depreciation of the Role of Wife-Mother 
It isn't wrong for a woman to forego 

marriage for a career or to use her skills 
after marriage-so long as her husband 
agrees and she does not put her work 
above her family. Lydia was a business
woman who was prosperous in the first
century world (Acts 16:11-15); Priscilla 
evidently worked with her husband in the 
practice of a trade (Acts 18 :2-3); and 
among the traits praised in the worthy 
woman of Proverbs was her ability to buy 

a field and manage a vineyard (Prov. 31: 
16) and to make and sell linen garments 
(Prov. 31 :24). 

Yet the biblical norm is still that 
.women marry, bear children, and be do
mestic in their tastes. For any woman who 
does marry, the Word of God requires her 
to submit to her husband "as unto the 
Lord" (Eph. 5:22) and to put her family's 
needs at the top of her priorities. Older 
Christian women are to teach younger 
ones to "love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be sober-minded, chaste, 
workers at home, kind, being in subjection 
to their own husbands, that the word of 
God be not blasphemed" (Tit. 2:4-5). 

In recent years, our society has pushed 
more and more women out of their home
making careers and into the public labor 
force. More than 60 percent of all Ameri
can women between the ages of 18 and 64 
work outside their homes. Around 40 per
cent of the nation's children under six 
years old-about 6.4 million children
have working mothers. By 1990, it is esti
mated that 45 percent of all pre-school 
children in the United States-well over 
100 million boys and girls under age six 
-will have working mothers. 

Some of these women have to work. 
They simply have no choice in the matter, 
for a variety of reasons. But many of them 
work because they want to be recognized 
in society as competent, intelligent, and 
productive persons. They have been con
vinced that the only way a woman can 
hove self-respect is to get out into the job 
market and compete with men. 

As corny and old-fashioned as it may 
sound, there is one job a woman can fill 
that a man just can't handle. Ske can be 
a child's mother. And by "mother" I do 
not simply mean host womb. I mean that 
special person of tender affection who 
wants a baby as desperately as Hannah, 
watches over that infant as J ochebed did 
hers, teaches him or her the Bible as 
Eunice did her son, and takes her child's 
pain upon herself as did Mary at the foot 
of the cross. The highest praises of heaven 
are reserved for godly mothers! Many 
others surely feel as I do that words fail 
to say what our hearts would like to about 
our own mothers or the mothers of our 
children. 

We do not do enough in the church or in 
our homes to honor good women there. The 
Bible says: "A woman who fears the Lord 
is to be praised" (Prov. 31 :30b). And you 
and I are the ones who are supposed to 
do the praising! 

Conclusion 
Mothers' Day is a great idea. But faith

ful wives and loving mothers deserve ap
preciation every day of the year. 

Our mothers brought us into the world 
in pain and at risk of their very lives. 
They nursed us through scraped knees, 
childhood diseases, and broken hearts. 
They listened, cared, and molded our lives. 
For many of us, they were our first teach
ers of spiritual truth. 

The best gift we could give our mothers 
would be to live up to the dreams they had 
for us. The finest honor we could bestow 
would be to let our lives be testimonies to 
the good and right things they tried to 
teach us. . 

Tcontinued on page 11) 
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ROBERT W. LAWRENCE 

It is being asserted by some that Paul felt by the time he 
got to Corinth {Acts 18) he had made a mistake when he was in 
Athens {Acts 17). This claim seems to be based entirely on Paul's 
statements early in I Corinthians, particularly 2: 1-5. It is al
leged that these words indicate that Paul, assessing his poor 
showing of converts in Athens, began to have second thoughts 
about the }llessage and method he used in Athens and "decided" 
that he would limit himself to "Christ and him crucified" in all 
future preaching. 

The allegation will bear a closer look for a number of reasons. 
In the first place, it raises a rather serious question about a 
promise Jesus made to the Twelve which presumably would also 
embrace Paul. In Mark 13:9-13, Jesus told the Apostles that 
when they were placed in oppressive situations in preaching the 
gospel that they should not be anxious about what they would 
say. The Holy Spirit would give them the words to suit the oc
casion. If it is reasonable to believe that Paul before the philoso
phers was such a situation-they did "take hold of [Paul] and 
brought him to the Areopagus," Acts 17:19-then it is reason
able to believe that the content of Paul's sermon to the Athenian 
philosophers came from the Spirit. 

In the second place, the sermon itself is one of the all-time 
masterpieces. Viewed from any angle, it is simply superb: its 
introduction cannot be improved upon; Paul's analysis of his 
audience is the work of a master rhetorician; the movement of 
thought in the sermon progresses perceptibly; the persuasive 
power of the arguments is cogent. No, the gospel does not rest on 
human reason, but that does not mean the gospel is unreasonable. 
Putting human reason to the service of the gospel is part of 
loving God with "all the mind" {Matt. 22 :37). 

Thirdly, it seems quite strained and unnatural to conclude that 
the content of Paul's Mar's Hill sermon is the "wisdom of men" 
which Paul himself disparaged in I Corinthians. His sermon to 
the philosophers contains no mere human wisdom. Instead, it 
contains some of the most fundamental truths about God and 
man to be found anywhere. The "power of God" {I Cor. 2:5) 
operates through the truths of God. The sermon on the Areo
pagus is no display of human wisdom; if it is we will be hard 
pressed to produce divine wisdom. 

It is further claimed that Paul did not preach Jesus at the 
Areopagus. The truth is that he was on the verge of doing so 
when he was interrupted by the supercilious Athenians {Acts 
17:32). From what we have of the sermon it seems clear where 
Paul was leading: he would have presented Jesus as crucified 
Savior, resurrected Lord, and imminent Judge. Later, to the 
Ephesian elders, Paul recalled his preaching approach to both 
Jews and Greeks as "repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ" {Act 20:21). The most pressing need of 
the Stoics and Epicureans in Athens was a metanoia--a change 
of mind-about God and his nature. A material, impersonal con
cept of God was no congenial ground for germination of the seed 
of faith in J esU& 
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Some people may have picked up this point of view from 
William Barclay {I have great respect for Barclay and use him 
often). He says in his comments on I Cortinthians 2:1-5 that at 
Athens "Paul had attempted to reduce Christianity to philosophic 
terms" (Daily Study Bible, p. 26). But Dr. Barclay does not 
isolate any of these "philosophic terms." I must demur. I find 
not one peculiarly philosophic term in the whole sermon. Paul's 
use of the "typically Hellenistic" theios in v. 29 (See Kittel, 
TDNT, II, p. 310, n. 86), does not amount to a reduction of the 
gospel to human philosophy-no more than John's use of Logos 
to present the deific nature of Jesus does. Those who have 
studied the matter closely know that the apostles as well as the 
early Christian apologists often took up current Greek terms and 
imbued them with uniquely Christian conten~such terms, e.g., 
as logos, sperma, pleroma, etc. And they did this without the 
slightest attenuation of. the message of the cross. ' 

Paul certainly does quote the Greek poets. He was no pro
vincial Jew. His acquaintance with the Cilician Aratus would 
have been just as natural as an American's with Longfellow or 
an Englishman's with Wordsworth. What if a pagan (I do not 
use the term pejoratively) humbly arrived at the conclusion that 
humans are the "offspring of Go.d"? Did that make it less true? 
No, there is nothing in Paul's sermon on the Areopagus that 
does not accord with the most fundamental, most sublime teach
ings of the Old Testament. (There have long been some in
triguing theories to explain the congruity between the truth 
revealed to the Jews and those discovered by men seemingly un
aided by the Spirit of God.) 

Existentialist irrationalism has in modem times adversely 
affected Biblical scholarship. Human reason is disdained as if it 
were the plague.' But, while it is ·true that nobody has satis
factorily explained yet the exact relationship between faith and 
reason, it is still true that Biblical faith to some extent neces
sarily depends upon reason. And when· the lamp of reason is 
extinguished in order to light the torch of faith, "how great is 
the darkness!" We humans still have a difficult time keeping 
within what Aristotle called the "golden mean." 

York College, York, Nebraska 68467 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Te:ms '18'16'1 
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Church Growth Series (7) 

And the Word of God Increased 
GERALD PADEN 

As we begin looking for solutions to our 
growth problems one thing becomes clear. 
There is one basic failure at the root of 
all our negative patterns in church life. 
We just simply have not taught our people 
the Word of God. Whether it is low at
tendance percentages, or poor conversion 
and retention records, or self-centeredness 
in giving and distributing of finances, or 
in declining membership, there is one 
major deficiency causing all these prob
lems. And there is one fundamental Bibli
cal solution to all of them. Simply stated: 
lack of knowledge of the Word of God is 
the problem, and know ledge of the Word 
is the solution. 

Just here a few scriptures out of the 
many that could be cited will show God's 
intent that his people know his will. "They 
shall all be taught of God" (Jno. 6:45). "I 
will put my law into their mind. And upon 
their heart also. will I write them .•. and 
they shall all know me" (Heb. 8:10-11). 
The commission demands that we "make 
disciples" and then teach them "to ob
serve all things" Christ commanded (Matt. 
28:19-20). In the early church, because the 
saints had "continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2 :42), when ·they 
were scattered abroad they all "went 
about preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). The 
first generation of believers knew that it 
was God's intent that the apostles' doc
trine be faithfully committed to the sec
ond generation so that the third and fourth 
generations might also believe and be 
saved. Therefore II Tim. 2:2 demands that 
the first generation apostles commit their 
doctrines to second generation Timothys 
who were charged to commit them to third 
generaton faithful men who could in turn 
teach others also from the fourth genera
tion. They knew that a breakdown in the 
"committing" process from one genera
tion to the next would joepardize the 
growth of the church and compromise the 
salvation of future generations. 

Christ's Gifts To The Church 
Perhaps the best arranged outline of 

the teaching process in the church and of 
the personnel to be involved in it is found 
in Eph. 4:8-16. In vs. 8 Christ "gave 
gifts to men" and in vs. 11 some of those 
gifts are found to be the teaching voices 
he ordained. Christ endowed the church 
with an adequate revelation of his will. He 
also endowed the church with the teaching 
personnel to communicate that revelation 
to the saints. Beginning in vs. 11 the first 
two teaching gifts are seen as the apostles 
and prophets-the permanent, unchanging 
source and standard of the revelation it
self. The second two gifts of teachers are 
the evangelists and pastoring-teachers- · 
the avenues charged with commuicating 
that revelation to the saints from genera
tion to generation. 

We still have the apostles and prophets 
in the church as permanent teachers. Their 
message remains fixed in the New Testa
ment books they penned by inspiration. 
And we still have evangelists and pastor-

teachers with their instructional assign
ments well defined. There is a clear job
description set forth in these verses for 
today's evangelists and pastors. 

The Prepositions Pros and Eis 
Paul used two prepositions in vs. 11-16 

that are extremely important. To properly 
understand the teaching function of the 
evangelists and pastors, and to properly 
comprehend the work function of the 
saints, these two prepositions must re
ceive their proper attention. 

The first preposition is "for'' (pros in 
the Greek), and it appears only one time in 
this context. It relates to the apostles, 
prophets, evangelists and pastors. "Pros" 
in the Greek generally defines a "face to 
face" relationship. When it is combined 
with the rest of the prepositional phrase, 
it means that all four teaching offices 
stand face to face with the task of equip
ping the saints. That is what they are 
"for," and should be used "for" that pur
pose. 

The second preposition is "unto" ( eis in 
the Greek) and it appears seven times. It 
relates to the saints. "Eis" in the Greek of 
this context has the force of movement; 
"into" is a good rendering. Putting the 
two prepositions of this context together, 
they convey this concept: the evangelists 
and pastors-according to the revelation 
of the apostles and prophets-stand "face 
to face" with the ·task of equipping the 
saints "into" seven distinct areas of per
sonal responsibility. The concept of 
"equipping the saints"-sometimes trans
lated: "perfecting" or "maturing the 
saints"-really implies the fitting or 
qualifying the saints into their work as
signments .. 

The Seven "Eis-es" 
The evangelists and elders face the same 

task. They -are to take the revelation 
of the apostles and prophets and with it 
equip the saints to function smoothly in 
these seven aspects of church life. 

1. "Unto the work of ministering." This 
seems to be the first half of the great com
mission. For this is the "ministry of the 
word" the Apostles did not want to for
sake (Acts ,6:4). It was the one to which 
Paul so completely gave himself in order 
to equip the elders of Ephesus (Acts 20: 
24, cf. Acts 21: 19). This is the ministry 
Paul gloried in Rom. 11 :13) and Timo
thy was charged to "fulfill" (II Tim. 4:5).
Thayer says of this ministry that it re
lates to ali who "endeavor zealously and 
laboriously to promote the cause of Christ 
among men." This simply implies that 
since all the saints are under the commis
sion of Christ, then they need to be 
equipped by the evangelists and elders to 
fulfill the ministry therein enjoined. 

2. "Unto the building up of the body 
of Christ." Following the ministry men
tioned above, this may well relate to the 
second half of the great commission
"teaching them to observe all things I have 
commanded." The seventh "eis" also in
volves "the building up" of the church, 
but there (vs. 16) it seems to be internal 
edification, or body life, rather than ma
turing those converted through the "min
istry" of the first "eis." 

3. "Unto the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God." This 

demands that all the saints be so taught 
that they "all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among them; 
but that they be perfected together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment" 
(I Cor. 1 :10). Prerequisite to such unity 
of faith and knowledge of the Christ is 
the reception of common instruction in the 
"like precious faith" (I Pet. 1 :1). The 
total membership is thus made responsible 
for the unity of doctrine, and are all 
equipped to give the same answers to any 
who "ask for the reason for our hope" (I 
Pet. 3:15). And each member is charged 
with the maintenance of the unity of the 
one body, the one spirit, the one hope, the 
one Lord, the one faith, the one baptism 
and the one God ( Eph. 4:4-6). 

4. "Unto a fullgrown man." Fullgrown 
suggests the idea of fruit-bearing, and 
that in the lives of others. Each disciple is 
personaily demanded to bear fruit (Jno. 
15 :8). And that fruit is other believers. 
Some have assumed that the fruit of Jno. 
15:8 is the fruit of the Spirit. Surely the 
disciple must al1ow the Spirit to bear his 
fruit in the disciple's life. Such fruit of 
the Spirit is essential before the disciple 
can bear his own fruit. In J no. 15: 16 Jesus 
explains what he means by fruit: "You 
did not choose me, but I chose you, and 
appointed you, that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should abide." 
The "going" is under the great commis
sion and the "bearing fruit" is "making 
disciples." When the evangelists and 
elders do not equip the saints "unto" such 
fruit-bearing, then conversions to Christ 
do not and cannot take place. 

5. "Unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ." This seems to be 
the moral excellencies and spiritual graces 
exemplified by the Christ. They must be 
held up before the disciple as the goal of 
his own life. This affects his moral code, 
his personal winsomeness before a cor
rupt world, his love and devotion to the 
will of God, his yielded obedience to the 
Father's purposes. Since he wears the 
name of Christ he must bear the life-style 
of Christ. 

Just here the Apostle Paul lets us 
know what will happen if we do not 
equip the saints in the above five areas. 
They will remain as helpless children, 
vulnerable to every form of error, ma
nipulated by every false teacher that 
appears. Failure to equip the saints 
causes all our church problems, division 
and brotherhood fusses! (vs. 14). 
6. "Into him who is head, even Christ, 

grow up in all things." The demand of this 
"eis" is that each member grow deeper 
and deeper into the headship of Christ. 
He is already in Christ, but he needs to be 
a more yielded member in the body of 
which Christ is the head. Therefore he is 
more responsive to the commands of 
Christ, more understanding of the pur
poses of Christ in his life and more iden
tified with the heart and soul of Christ. 
He is thus more submissively obedient to 
Christ and more responsive to the oppor
tunities to glorify the Head through his 
service in the body. 

7. "Unto the building up of the body in 
love." This is internal edification within 
the congregation .. The members are so 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Jesus for President? 
The readers of this Journal do not need 

to be reminded of the moral crisis we are 
experiencing today. The problem is not 
awareness but rather, what to do about it. 

A Tempting Idea 
Because out nation is getting more and 

more secularized, because our sense of 
morality is assaulted on a daily basis 
through the Media, because there is a 
flaunting of immorality and hiding behind 
the idea of Freedom, and because our 
stable world is being shaken, it is tempting 
to go the route of Political Power. Con
cerned people of Christian ideals do rep
resent a. very large segment of our popula
tion. Estimates of Evangelical numbers 
range from fifty to eighty million, and 
there are some nationwide, well-organized 
efforts by some powerful people to or
ganize these millions into a single voting 
bloc. One of these leaders has been quoted 
as saying, "We have enough votes to run 
this country." It is tempting isn't it? To 
band together and see that the right laws 
are made-well, what will that do? Make us 
a moral nation again? Bring the Kingdom 
in? What will it do? What if these plans 
did succeed, what will it have accom
plished? Is this a worthy goal of Chris
tians? 

The Real Issue 
In efforts like this there is a basic issue 

at stake. The issue is not really the specific 
issues they raise, though they may be im
portant. Whether we agree with their 
issues or not is not really the basic issue. 
Neither is it the problem of the separation 
of Church and State. Any group has the 
right to organize and fight for political 
power. The basic issue is more of a 
theological one. It concerns the goal of 
Christianity. 

We are presented with this same issue 
during the life of Jesus. It was over the 
tax paid to Rome. It was a question that 
represented a moral issue to many of the 
people then. They wanted to see the Jewish 
State reincarnated, so they could become 
one nation under God. The Law of God 
would be the law of the land. But there 
was Godless, immoral Rome standing in 
the way. The question whether they 
should pay taxes or not represented to 
them the question of how to gain power 
and bring in the kingdom. To say that the 
tax should not be paid at least tacitly said 
fight Rome and regain legal control. Gain 
the power and make this Gad's nation 
again. Jesus' answer shows that we must 
pay our responsibility to the government 
we are under, but pay the first duty to 
God. 

Jesus came to bring in the Kingdom of 
God. A Kingdom of morality, righteous
ness, and goodness. A Kingdom where 
God's will would be done here as it is in 
heaven. During his life he had the chance 
to go the way of political power. The peo-. 
pie were wanting it and would have fol
lowed him. He could have used the powers 
of Heaven to overthrow Rome and enforce 
righteousness by law. This was not his 
way. This way of power is not Gad's way 
of power. Whether we speak of gaining 
power through the sword or vote, it is 
not his way. The Kingdom comes to people 
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as they repent and strive to obey God. It 
comes as these people love others as self. 
To some it sounds of weakness to talk of 
the power of moral suasion instead of 
might, and prayer for our leaders in place 
of pressuring them to do our will. Because 
God's way of power is different, those 
who are advocating Political Power as the 
way of "making our nation moral" could 
be in the position of anti-Christ. Obedience 
to law does not equate being a moral per
son. Our task is to make people Disciples 
not force them to obey a law. 

If we choose to go the way of Political 
Power, and it is temr.ting, there are some 
dangers to be aware of. 

It will draw our attention from con
verting people to Christ to converting 
them to certain political policies. Jerry 
Fallwell, noted T.V. preacher and orga
nizer of Moral Majority, tells other 
preachers, "Get them saved, baptized, and 
registered." Jesus said to go and make dis
ciples, not registered voters. Would we 
baptize only those who promise to vote as 
we want? Will the follow-up include the 
proper stance on the Panama Canal? 
Should we baptize them before or after 

they register? We cannot put our ener
gies into converting people to political 
policies rather than Christ. 

We must be aware of confusing these 
issues with Christian issues. Some political 
issues are moral (abortion), but not all 
are. Christian Voice is a sister organiza
tion of Moral Majority. Some of the Staff 
and Board is the same for both. They issue 
a Morality Scale on members of Congress. 
Included in this scale is how they voted 
on Abortion, Busing, and the Panama 
Canal Treaty. Two Ministers of the Chris
tian Religion got a zero. One who got a 
hundred has pleaded guilty to accepting a 
$25,000.00 bribe in the Abscam scandal. 
Morality Scale indeed! Didn't someone 
say something about calling evil good? 

If we go this route where will it stop? 
If we make it law to do right for the good 
of America the next logical step will be 
to make it a law to go to Church. That 
would be good for America. Then the next 
logical step would be, "go to the Right 
Church." This progression is only logical 
and quite inevitable if we once start down 
this path of power. Doctrine is on an 
equality with morality Christians believe. 

This Power Bloc thinking, whether by 
vote or boycott, shows a lack of faith in 

(Continued on page 11) 

The Validity of Non-Denominational Christi~nity 
WALTER SWAIN 

Often in recent months I have heard 
members of the Lord's church use the term 
"other denominations" in referring to de
nominational groups. This would imply 
to me that some of our own members have 
unconsciously come to think of Christ's 
church as a denomination. Perhaps we 
have come to the point of forgetting the 
thrust of our plea to the divided world of 
denominationalism, or even abandoning it. 

The restoration movement, as his
torically identified in the past two hun
dred years of history, began and has 
continued as an effort to create unity 
among those believing in, and striving. to 
follow, Jesus Christ in their lives. 

It has been believed by those striving 
to restore New Testament Christianity in 
our .day, that the New Testament not only 
teaches the necessity of unity in Christ's 
body, the church, but demands it. Pas
sages such as Matthew 16:1-18; John 17; 
I Corinthians 1:10-17; and Ephesians 
4:1-6 have been used time and again to 
stress the need for unity in the church. 
There is no doubt that Christ himself, and 
the apostles, want Christians to present a 
united front to the world. 

It has been taught by those seeking to 
restore New Testament Christianity in 
our day, that this unity depends primarily 
on one factor-The authority of Jesus 
Christ alone, as expressed through the in
spired books of the New Testament. 

Our plea has been for all to turn to 
these scriptures alone for all matters of 
belief and practice in the church, both col
lectively and privately. We have urged all 
to abandon any human authority, and to 
study God's Word, and to follow it. We 
have insisted on the right and duty of 

each person to study the Bible, and to obey 
it as they come to understand what it 
teaches. 

And we have also gone one step further 
than most others have, in that we have 
Rtressed the belief that God's Word can 
be understood by all alike; and if believed 
and practiced will bring us together in 
unity. It is at this crucial point that we 
differ with the denominational world, and 
it is at this point the validity of non
denominational Christianity stands or 
falls. 

Denominationalists believe that every
one has the right to practice Christinaity 
as they choose. But they also believe that 
any way is o.k. as long as one is sincere 
in what he or she believes, no matter how 
different each one's ways may be. "Join 
the church of your choice," has long been 
their plea. And who has not heard one of 
them say, "We are all going to the same 
place, we are just taking different 
routes." However, this not only contradicts 
the many passages of the New Testament 
on unity, it also questions the ability of 
God to communicate to us his will. There 
can be no real unity where everyone is 
doing something different. Since God com
manded unity in the church, he also gave 
us the means to achieve that unity! We 
must unite on what the Word of God 
teaches. 

The plea for non-denominational Chris
tianity is valid in our day, because it is 
both scriptural and possible. God pleads 
for unity in the church. Christ pleads for 
that unity. Let's not abandon this plea 
ourselves. 
6636 Rockglen A venue, San Diego, Ca. 
92111 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Our article for this time is written by Bro. Dale Moseley, who 
lived at the time at Seguin, Texas. Bro. Moseley points up the 
importance of the work of visiting to a local congregation and to 

the individual Christian also. Visiting is a work that must be done 
in the spread of :the gospel of Christ.-Leonard Mullens, P.O 
Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571. 

What Is a Visitation Program? 
DALE MOSELEY. 

"Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is 
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world" (Jm. 1 :27). James knew, 
by inspiration, that God viewed visiting as a vital part of the 
Christian life. In fact, an active visitation program within the 
local congregation is a sign of life but an absence of one may 
well be the sign of a dead church. If you are not presently active 
in a visitation program, it could be due to your lack of under
standing as to a visitation program. In a word, it is an oppor
tunity. 

First, it is an opportunity to work for the Lord. There is a 
difference between worshipping God and working for him. Many 
Christians think they are carrying their load of work if they 
worship the Lord three times a week. However, when we have 
sincerely and truthfully worshipped God in spirit and truth 
(Jn. 4:24), we've still yet to work for him. Work and worship are 
two different matters. J esu's said "not everyone that saith unto 
me Lord Lord shall enter the kingdom of heaven but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Mt. 7 :21). Christians 
could worship the Lord eight days a week and still fall under this 
condemnation. 

How does God look upon Christians who never become per
sonally involved in some work of the congregation? How do you 
feel toward children who say they respect, honor and love you, 
but never mow the yard when told, never clean up the room when 
told, never take out the garbage when told and never wash or 
dry dishes when told? Are such children "in your good graces"? 
Are we in God's "good graces" when we pass by the opportunity 
to work for the Lord in a visitation program? It is high time 
every member (not just some) of the congregation get out of 
the "church house" and into the vineyard of the Lord. 

A visitation program is also an opportunity to labor hand in 
hand and side by side with brethren. There is a real blessing to 
be found in group work. Have you ever been a part of a "family 
project" when growing up? Have you ever, as a family, washed 
the car, cleaned up the yard, painted the house? There is a great 
feeling to be found when everyone pitches in to help. When 
everyone works, the task not only gets done but becomes easier 
and more enjoyable. More important, it brings the group closer 
together. Closeness is brought about by sharing of experiences. 

A visitation program is an excellent opportunity to grow close 
or closer to brethren by working with them. 

Visitation programs provide yet another opportunity: the op
portunity to do unselfish good for others. If you have ever done a 
good deed for another, not expecting nor deshing any return, you 
know the joy of which I speak. Jesus placed a high value on 
doing unselfish good for others. In Lk. 6:32-36, he warned "and 
if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have 
ye? even sinners lend to sinners to receive again as much." Those 
in a visitation program find themselves enjoying the opportuni
ties to work unselfishly for and with others. Your personal and 
friendly visit may make the .day for an elderly Christian or sick 
member. Though you are not expecting nor desiring return for 
your deeds, God will enrich and bless your life for those unselfish 
works. You just can't lose! 

A program of visitation also gives Christians the opporunity 
to soften the heart of others for the gospel. So often, ground 
work must first be laid before some will receive the gospel. People 
are full of prejudices against religion, individuals and the church 
of the Lord. Chips on shoulders can be removed, not knocked 
off, by simple visits from Christians like you. Once these barriers 
are down, the soul saving gospel can affect their now softened 
heart. It just may take a visit from you to "break down that 
barrier" of a prejudiced and lost soul. Christians so often get 
their feelings hurt and illogically abandon the Lord. A loving and 
concerned visit from you may restore that precious but lost 
soul to the fold of God. 

Finally, a visitation program is an opportunity to save your 
own soul from eternal fire. In Mt. 25:41-46, Jesus spoke to those 
who never fed the hungry, never quenched the thirsty, never be
friended the sojourner, never clothed the naked, never visited 
the sick and in prison. Such wel'e told to depart into the eternal 
fire. James said "to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin" ( J m. 4: 17). Paul said the wages of sin is 
death (Rom. 6:23). Chances are, if you are not active in a visita
tion program, you are dead spirittmlly and lost eternally. Why 
not throw away all the excuses d :1g-e, ;\'OUth, inconvenience, in
ability, shyness, ignorance. no t·r·r' idenc(·, laek of time, etc. and 
say yes to an opportunity? l:ni.;; :-.·t,u say yes to the church's 
visitation program, this artielc h:\s miserably failed. Sadder 
still, you have failed, failed to .:::1 :: ::es t•:. (•ne of the greatest 
opportunities in your Christian li~·~ 
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Seagoville, Tex. 
"l\ly wife and I have been 'married 

over 51 years now, and the firs t peri
odical that ca me int o our home was the 
Firm Foundation. It had been coming 
in to my paren ts' home long befor e that. 
Enclosed is my renewal." 

B.B. 
If the Firm F oundat ion went into eYery 
home in the brot herhood from the dat e 
that home began to exis t we would not 
have so much falling away-Editor. 

OP PORTUNITIES IN MAINLAND 
CHINA 

Reports coming out of China are contr a 
dictory but it appears that there is limited 
religio~s freedom. People can meet in 
homes, but public meetings are limi ted to 
government controlled buildings a nd gov
ernment paid preachers. Some have been 
baptized by gospel preachers visiting in 
China. The gt·eat masses of people are 
totally unevangelized. The great need is 
for literature that can be circulated in 
China. The people are responsive, but 
afraid of poli tical conditions. T hose who 
know t he situation believe that the com
mon people arc ready f or a gospel tha t can 
provide f a ith, hope and love. A literature 
ministry seems to be the best way. The 
Nor theast church, 15537 East N ine Mile 
Rd. East Detroit, Mich. 48201 is one of 
sev~ral churches trying t o do something 
a bout it . Wri te t hem f or information. 

Preacher Wanted 
FOR THE HISTORIC SEAPORT CITY 

OF 
HALIFAX 

This is a full time position. Anyone 
interested s hould contact: 

DON BROWN 
cfo CHURCH OF CHRIST 
48 CONVOY AVE., 
HALIFAX, N.S. 
CANADA 

Qualified Christian Teachers 

Consider Miami 

Atlantic Christian Schools, Inc. 
(one of the Brotherhood's largest 

Christian School Systems-
over 700 students) is in need of 

qualified t eachers. APPLY NOW!-

Library Science, Physics, 
English, Chemistry, Math, 

Social Studies -

Call Collect 1-305-223-3531 
or wr ite 

Mr. Yale Canfield, Administra tor 
Atlantic Chris tia n Schools , Inc. 

12975 S.W. 6th Street 
Miami, Florida 33184 
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COURSE PLANNED F OR WBS 
STUDE NTS I N KENYA AND UGANDA 

Larry Stephens 
The growth of World Bible School stu

dents in African co.untries where English 
is a second language has been tremendous. 
Kenya and Uganda are two of these coun
tries where thousands have been enrolled. 
A special effort is being planned to con
tact many of the students who have com
p leted WBS lessons. I n August 1981 two 
Bible courses, each one week long, are 

bt· .. 1t- planned by the miSSion team in 
kisumu, Kenya. The team is composed 
of David Bush, Roy Ramsey and Larry 
Stephens. 

We are asking lhat teachers of WBS 
students in Kenya and Uganda send us the 
names and addresses of those students who 
have COMPLETED one or more of the 
studies from the United States. Please 
send t hese to : 

KISUMU TEAM 
P .O. BOX 1574 
KISUMU, KENYA 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU BY? 

THE EV ANGEUST was a 
monthly publication sent out 
to speak to thousands of the 
problems and q uestions of 
those who struggled to free 
themscl ves fro m the bo ndage 
of denominationalism. 

"the writing of Walter Scott con
tains the same didactic, poetic, 
and evangelistic emphasis as his 
preaching." 

- Don DeWelt 

price $99.95 

Here in handsome bound 
volumes are ten years of the 
writings of Walte r Scott. 

Yes - you can purchase this set on a time payment plan. 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 

Box 6 10. Aus tin, Tex. 78767 

YES, I would like to take advantage of this OPPORT UNITY! 
Please send __ set(s) The Evangelist ' (I $99.95 r lus $3.95 postage (T exas 
residents add 5 o/o sales tax) . 

Name _____________________________ _ 

AJJre~s------------------------------

Cuy _______________ St:llc _____ ___ Zl p ___ __ _ 

S l)!lloltUr(: --------------------------- - -
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A WOMAN'S SELF-RESPECT 
( Continued from page 5) 

Sister in Christ, see yourself as the per
son of dignity, worth, and importance God 
made you. Respect yourself for who and 
what you a re, fo r your special abilit ies, 
and for your spirit ual potential. Whether 
you a re a high school or college woman, 
single or married, career woman or home
maker, let your li fe count for God's glory 
in t his wicked world. Challenge the stereo
types a nd barriers our society has built 
around you in t he strength of Chr ist. Wear 
t he beauty of Christian holiness in every 
s ituation of your life, and fi ll your unique 
role as a Christian woman. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, T N 37212 

JESUS FOR P RESIDENT? 
(Continued from page 8) 

God's power. It is a rejection of the power 
of God in favor of earthly power. 

It will divide an a lready d ivided Chris
t ian ity. The division wi ll be along less 
than Christian lines too. 

As a cit izen I w ill vote. As a Christia n I 
will vote from that p osition. But I will re
member t hat Jesus said "go . .. ma ke 
Disciples ... ba ptize them . . . teach them 
to observe a ll things I have commanded 
you" He said "make Disciples" not "laws." 
He said "baptize them" not a nd "register 
them." He said "teach them" not "force 
them." 

JESUS FOR PRESIDENT? NO. 
JESUS FOR LORD! 
1701 West Main Street, Medford, Oregon 
97501 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
tho Iorge cartan-<lll carefu lly sealed so 
it will keep indefin ite ly. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton~ each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

F irm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACIDNG 

4400 Knight A rno ld R oad 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy ]. H earn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or ca ll for catalog 

a nd a pplication. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROG RAM 
o TU ITION FR EE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KN IGHT ARNOLD 

CH URCH OF CH RIST 

~-~~---PLANNING~TO-BuiLD? _______ I 
~ Continental Church Builders is in its 19th year of successful operation. ~ 
~ Let us assist you in planning tO'Ward construction of ryour new b uilding . ~ 
~ Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . ~ 

i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place P. o_ Box 40289 C 
} (615) 388-2318 Nashville, Tennessee 87204 i 
,,..._~ ......... .....,...- ......................... ....,_......,..,....,... ..................................................................... ..,...._......,......__.. ........ ~ ................ .....-. ......... 

0•-·-·-·-•-•-a~-.o-...-.co.-.ct_o_a_a~-a-a_a_a_D_Q_a_a_o_o_a_t 

' CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, TexiU 76059 
P hone 817-645-9203 I 

,_.G_D_~.-~~~---~0-a_O_U_O_ - ___ U_P-.u_D_O_D_D_II_. 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regular 
Thumb 

Indexed 

$8.95 

$9.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complete revision and updwting of bhe 
the greatest sbandard work in rthe Bible 
Dictionary field-the first in 25 years. 
AND witlh the excepltion O!f six Wl,iters, 
all the scholars who contr·ibuted to this 
book are members of the churC'hes of 
Ohrist. A few are Batsell Barrett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Carroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jack Lewis, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
:Miitche!ll, Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J.D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many dthers. 

Every Ch1·istian Should Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

- - - - - -- - Clip and mail loday! - - - - -- - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $-·- ______ ------· P lease send __ _ _ __ copies of Smith's 
N ew Bible Dictioii(LI'Y at 0 $8.95 regular or 0 ~9.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postag-e and handling. Texas r esidents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name - ----------------- ------------- - -------- -----------

Address --------------- - - --------------------------------
City---- ------ ------- ---- --- State _________ ___ Zip _______ _ 
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AND THE WORD OF GOD 
INCREASED 

(Continued from page 7) 
"fitly framed and knit together" that mu
tual edification is the natural result. 
"Each joint" and "each several part" in 
the body shares in common assignments, 
needs and glories. Good body life becomes 
the assigned intent of each member. The 
result of such equipping all the saints is 
that they will be "full of goodness" one 
toward the other, "filled with all knowl
edge" of what each saint needs and how 
to supply it, and therefore fully "able also 
to admonish one another." (Rom. 16:14). 

God's Program for Growth 
Paul says that this teaching program 

"makes increase of the body" and "builds 
it up." When this Divine formula for 
growth is neglected then the church is des
tined to decline. For this is not only a God
given pattern, but also a God-blessed pat
tern. And evangelists and elders will 
either give themselves to this program for 
growth-or be hinderances to it! This 
is the work evangelists and pastors were 
given for (pros)! This is their job
description given by the Lord, 

Where there are no elders, it is the evan
gelist's task to "set in order the things that 
are wanting, and appoint elders in every 
city" (Tit. 1 :6). Titus was to equip the 
elders to do their work and lead them into 
the job assignment of "feeders of the 
flock" (Acts 20:28; I Pet. 6:2). Where 
there are elders, then the evangelist be
comes an extension of their functions, but 
not the replacement of their functions! 
How long does it take to equip elders for 
their work? Read carefully Acts 20:17-38, 
taking note of how much time, energy and 
teaching Paul allocated to the Ephesian 
elders. 

Job-Description For The Saints 
There is as much a job-description for 

the saints in these verses as there is for 
the elders and evangelists. The saints are 
required to yield themselves to the teach
ing of the equippers. How much teaching 
will the equippers have to do to fulfill 
the pattern above? About as much as the 
saints have learning to do. This context 
demands that all the saints and all the 
equippers spend an immense amount of 
time together--outside of the :tegular ser
vices of the church-poring over the 
Word of God. But the end result will be 
well worth the time. For the saints will 
be able to carry out the total assignment 
given in the commission; they will be 
united in faith and in their knowledge of 
Christ; they will all be fruit-bearing 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 
. Send for Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 

OF RELIGION 
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1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

examples of the spiritual excellencies of 
Chris~to whom they obediently submit; 
and they all contribute positively to mean
ingful body-life that is prerequisite to 
church growth. God can bless such a con
gregation with "the· increase." 

Paul's Patient Practice 
It is interesting to note how purpose

fully Paul pursued the equipping program 
in all the churches. In Ephesus he re
minded the elders that "I was with you all 
the time, serving the Lord . . • I shrank 
not from declaring unto you anything that 
was profitable, and teaching you publicly, 
and from house to house ... testifying ..• 
repentance toward God and faith toward 
Christ. • • • I hold not my life of any ac
count as dear unto myself, so that I may 
accomplish my course, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord • . . to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God ••• 
I shrank not from declaring unto you the 
whole counsel of God •.• remember that 
by the space of three years I ceased not 
to admonish every one night and day with 
tears ... " (Acts 20:18-31). In Galatia he 
was as "a woman in travial until Christ 
be formed" in the saints (Gal. 4:19). In 
Thessalonia he was not only "gentle as a 
nurse with her own children" but also 
"dealt with each one as a father with his 
own children, exhorting you, and encour
aging you, and testifying to the end that 
ye should walk worthily of God" (I Thes. 
2:7-12). In Colossae it was his announced 
purpose that every member be fully 
equipped and fully know the Christ "whom 
we proclaim, admonishing every man and 

teaching every man in all wisdom that 
we may present every man perf~ct in 
Christ; whereunto (to which end) I labor 
also, striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily." (Col. 
1 :28-29). 

Conclusion 
Too often preachers complain that the 

elders aren't doing their job. Paul would 
say to such preachers--as he said to 
Archippus: "Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord that 
thou fulfill it" (Col. 4 : 17). Many ~lders 
are not qualified to equip the saints-be
cause many evangelists have not fulfilled 
their ministry toward them. Such elders 
need to avail themselves of intense per
sonal study of the Word or even attend the 
training programs at the Sunset School 
For Elders in Lubbock or elsewhere. 
Either the preachers and elders will give 

themselves to God's method for equipping 
the saints and thereby return our brother
hood to healthy growth patterns-or else 
neglect God's program and helplessly 
watch the dire predictions of earlier ar
ticles in this series come true! 
Sunset School of Preaching, 3723 34th St., 
Lubbock, Texas 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·0~36 
STEEPLES • 

jti 
1 ~ BAPTISTRIES 

PREACHER NEEDED 

Small congregation in western Montana needs a mature 
preacher with strong leadership. A three bedroom house 
with utilities and $170.00 a week plus $25 a month car ex
pense is offered. Further support must be furnished by ap
plicant. Direct inquiries to Church of Christ 701 Adirondac 
Hamilton, Montana 59840. ' ' 

~ 
~ 

6outbtasttrn 
1Siblical 
3Jnstitutt 

offers 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

earn a 
Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 

under highly qualified teachers 
Tuition free-Approved for VA benefits 

Next semester begins August 17, 1981 
For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 

(404) 4S8·?631 
3S4S Chestnut Drive 

Doraville (Atlanta). Georgia 30340 
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THE F IRJ\1 FOUNDATION SURVEY 
OF CHURCHES BAPTIZIXG 100 

OR MORE IN 1980 

Tweniy-sev!'n congregations of the 
Lord's church baptized 100 or more per
sons into Christ in 1980. An attempt has 
been made to contact e\·ery congregation 
in the United States which should be in
cluded in our annual survey. Any congre
gation which has been ovel'looked should 
understand the over sight to be uninten
tional. Congregations may report the num
ber of thei r baptisms to David Tarbet, 
church of Christ, 90 Clapboard Ridge Rd., 
Danbury, CT OG810 (phone : (203) 74::1-
4100). 

Below is the address of each congrega
tion along with t he pulpit Minis ter's name 
for each of the twenty-seven congrega
tions, in the order of the number of bap
tisms : 

Lubbock, TX (97413). 34th & ::'llemphis 
(Sunset) church. 

Richard Rogers, i\linister. Baptisms : 
300 

J acksonville, FL (32209) 4736 Ave. B 
(Northside) church. 

Charlie .McClendon, ~linistcr, Bap
tisms: 297 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL (33311) 2500 NW 
15th Court. church. 

W. F. Washington, Minis ter. Bap
tisms : 272 

Bossiet· City, LA (71010) 2125 Airline 
Dr. church. 

Jim ::'IIcDoniel, Minister, Baptisms : 
255 

Gainesville, FL (32G07) 2720 SW 2nd 
A\·e. (Cros~roads) church. 

Chuck Lucas, i\l inister. Bapiii'ms : 235 
Los Angeles, CA (90047) 1G55 W. ::'llan
chesier Blvd. (Southside) church. 

Carl Baccus, ::'ll inister. Baptisms: 216 
Dallas, TX (75212) 3510 N. Hampton 
Rd. (Dallas West) church. 

Reginald Dulin, i\linister. Baptisms : 
189 

Los Angeles, CA (90044) G306 S. Nor
mandie St. church. 

Carroll Pills, Jr., ~linister. Baptisms: 
176 

Baltimore, l\ID (21229) 4301 W..:>odridge 
Rd. church. 

Humphrey Foutz, Minister. Baptisms: 
175 

Lexington, M A (02173) 319 S. Lowell 
St. (Lexington) church. 

Kip i\IcKran, :\linister. Baptisms: 170 
Boulder, CO, (80302) 3198 Broadway 
church. 

Tom Brown, :\Iinister (Campus). Bap
tisms: 152 

::'llouni Bayou, :\IS (38762) -- church. 
Har\·ey Jackson, ::'llinister. Baptisms : 
149 

Tampa, FL (336L7) 5!!01 E. 130 AYe. 
(Sunrise) church. 

i\Ia 1'lin Bentley, :'II inist er. Baptisms: 
138 

Houston, 'l'X (77020) 4308 Stonewall 
church. 

Thomas Foster, Minister. Baptisms: 
135 

Pueblo, CO (81001) 1022 Liberty La. 
(Belmont) church. 

Willie Florez, i\linisler. Baptisms : 12G 
Dallas, TX (75218) 10715 Garland Rd. 
church. 

Gary Beauchamp, i\linistcr. Baptisms : 
125 

Jacksonville, FL (3220G) 27-25 Laur el 
St. church. 

Zebedee l\'Ioo1·e, Minis ter. Baptisms: 
121 

Phoenix, AZ (85029) 4111 W. Bel l Rd. 
(Metro) church. 

Wayne Monroe, Minister. Baptisms : 
121 

Tulsa, OK (73128) 3434 Garnet Rd. 
church. 

i\Ian•in Phillips, Minister. Baptisms : 
120 

Los Angeles, CA (90037) 455 W. 57th 
& Figueroa St. church. 

R. N. Hogan, i\!inister. Baptisms : 119 
Baton Rouge, LA (70815) 8725 Jeffer
son Hgwy. church. 

Vernon Ray, i\l inisier. Baptisms: 118 
Newark, NJ (07108) 894 S. 14th St. 
church. 

Eugene Lawton, i\linjster. Baptisms : 
115 

Madison, TN (37115) lOG Gallatine Rd. 
N. church. 

Ira North, i\linister. Baptisms: 114 
Toway, CA (92064) 13609 T\dn Peaks 
Rd. church. 

Andy Lindo, Minister. Baptisms: 107 
Columbia, SC (29205) 2925 Divine St. 
(Shandon) church. 

Kenneth Reed, Minister. Baptisms : 
102 

Millington, TN (38053) 7320 Ralleigh
Mi ll inglon Rd. church. 

Pat Casey, l\1 inislcr. Baptisms : 102 
Miami, FL (3:'!311) 10350 SW 28th SL 
(Coral Park) church. 

Lyman ::'llereness, i\linister. Baptisms : 
100 

Eight of lhe abo,·e congregations are in
cluded in the annual surYey for the first 
time. Eight congregations which were in
cluded in last year's SUI'\·ey failed to bap
tize 100 or mor e in 1980 and are omitted 
from this sm-..·ey. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526'·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY.2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive trainin1g program - t raining men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Nor theast! 
"V.A . A7Jp1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fut,ther 
information---contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : ( 518) 899-2184 or ( 518) 371-6611 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sun<My through w.cn .. dlly Conpr~•rlon•l : 

• : usiNGING EMPHASIS \NORKSHOPS" • 
• (575 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-11,000 participating song directors.) ! 
! Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually : 
• 
• 544 urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0. Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 

=···~·····-~············································································· 13 f2211 



WENDEL MOODY 
Wendell Ray Moody, gospel preacher, 

benevolence administrator, faithful hus
band a nd father , died February 26, 1981 
in Oklahoma City, Mercy Hospital. 

Brother 1\Ioody began preaching in 1950 
and served with several churches in Texas 
and Oklahoma, including Stroud, Rush 
Springs, El Reno, Sallisaw and Duke, Ok
lahoma; and East 1\lountain, "\Vest Moun
tain, Tomball, Hallsville and Honey Grove 
in Texas. 

Moody was, in recent years, a Licensed 
Home Administt·ator in Te..xas and Okla
homa. Having gained much experience in 
the f ield of benevolence wit h Sunny 
Glenn Home for Children in San Be
ni to, Te)\as and Hilllop H aven for the 
aged at Gunter, Texas, he was well quali
fied and efficient in the administration of 
Westview Boys Home at Hollis, Oklahoma 
during the past two years and at the time 
of his death. 

He is survived by his good wife, Winnie, 
of Holllis, Oklahoma; two daughters, 
Norma Vernon of Tipton, Oklahoma and 
Carol Wishard of Honey Grove, Texas; 
his mother, Mrs. Ora Denson Moody of 
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma and three broth
ers : Truman Moody of Elmore City, Okla
homa, Delton Moody of Pauls ·v a lley, 
Oklahoma. and 0. C. Moody of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 

Services were conducted at the Hollis, 
Oklahoma. church of Chl;st by Bill Wiley 
and Doyle Bloomet· Monday, March 2. 
Interment was at Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a fu ll-tim e PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458-
8402. NO TUITION. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WR ITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535·1801--817/429·1403 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

.. 
.. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian l\1inis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

g roup rate 
Plam offered 011/y to workers i11 

Chm·ches of Clwist 

• .. ~ 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 
use. For many years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 
type paper. 

Vol. !-Gospels and Acts ...... . .............. . $7.00 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation ......... ........ $7.00 

Complete in One Volume ................ .... ... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregationa 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCH\lOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for· Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chri11t, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd, (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M.. Sun., 7:30 P.M.. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THAlU. N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NO;RTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubllD Road 

Plea•anton, CaUfoi'Dia 94568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma~, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawati 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
R=-E=L="'""'"'IG::-::I:-::0:-::U""S::--::B:':O~O='K=s-;BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall, 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. MorgaD Ave .. 
u.s. 400 East Oppo•lte K-Mnrt. Otflea 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, MID, 4'10-4056. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA Volley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ. 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806· 
744-8012/0581. 
YUJUA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. SundaY 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME Is 
accepting applications for housepnrents and relief
houseJlarents. We <'an offer you a salary, living ex
Jlenseo;, medical insurance, ret~r~ment. insuran.ce, 
va~ation and days off. For addtttonal mformabon 
and applicntion forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, manY sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
ATT'N. MILlTARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Announcing: A, ministry to troubled congregations. 
Charles E. Graham, M.D. announces a consultation 
program for troubled congregations that have the 
following t:vJ>e of problems: 1. Church splits. 2. 
Elder disagreements. 3. Advise on handling the 
business of congregations that have no elders. 4. 
Budget Jllanning. 5. Preacher selection. 6. Employee 
evaluation. 7. Church discipline. 8. Church mergers. 
For a free brochure or further information call 
214-369-4361 or write P.O. Box 1986, Richardson, 
Texas 75080." 

GOLDEN RULE REALTY 
(Over 100 Agents-4 Offices) 

Southern California or anywhere in the U.S.: we'll 
put you in contact with ethical, Christian Realtors. 
Call collect 213-365-3425, Frank "Doc" Holladay, 
Golden Rule Realty, 10642 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission 
Hills, CA 91345. Christian Realtors-please send me 
a card if you want to cooperate. Also, Teachers 
needed for Christian school, K-12, 213-365-3425. 
Wanted: Youth Minister for full-time work by con
gregation of 300 members. We are active in bus 
ministry and mission work with opportunities for 
rapid growth. We desire a sound young married 
man, capable of planning and leading. Should be 
able to fill in for regular minister when he is away 
ut meetings or on vacation. Support open. Send 
resume to: Elders, Highlands Hills Church of 
Christ, P .0. Box 23123, San Antonio, Texas 78223. 

Minister Needed 
Congregation of 50-60 peoJ>Ie, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished. A 
man mature in the gospel is needed. No elders at 
present time. Would accept an older couple or fami· 
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Plain Bible preacher desires to serve as minister or 
associate minister. Salary range $325 a week. 31 
years old, married with two sons. 10 years full tlme 
experience. Available July 15. Bubba Phillips, P. 0. 
Box 523, La Grange, Texas 78945. 713-968-6158. 

Minister Wanted 
Mature, Experienced man, 35-50, effective preacher 
and personal worker. Salary open. Three bedroom 
new house, utilities, lf.! social security. Town 17,000 
growing, membership 80, growing. Church at peace, 
no hobbies. Send resume to elders, Sheridan Church 
of Christ, 1769 Big Horn Ave., Sheridan, Wy. 82801. 
For Sale: One 1967 Chev. Bus, 62 passenger, 4 
speed, in good running condition. Sealed bids ac- -
cepted until Mar. 26th. Church of Christ, Box 416, 
Grandfield, Oklahoma. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord In a growing church. Information pack avail· 
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340. 

CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
EXPERIENCED PREACHER immediately avail
able. Cnll or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr., Richardson, TX 75080. 214/234-2952. 

INTERESTED IN BIBLE CALL? For Sale: Four 
tape playing machines with approximately 300 tapes, 
and one Record-A-Call machine. Cost $3854.78. Your 
price $1900.00. Alpine Church of Christ, Box 1606, 
Longview, Texas 75601, Phone 214-758-0161. 

The Geneseo Illinois congregation is in need of a 
full-time minister to begin work in June. The con
~-rregation ill self supporting with approximately 75 
members. We would invite interested persons to 
write Mr. Laa·ry Tignor, 532 East Prospect, Geneseo, 
IL 61254. 

Minister desires to relocate. A-ge 39. Harding gradu
ate, Twenty years preaching experience. Married 
with three children. Telephone: 318-375-2682. 

Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, married man 
in or near middle age for small congregation near 
Lake of the Ozarks. Average attendance 25-30. 
Write to Versailles Church of Christ. Highway 5, 
South Versailles, Mo. 65084 or call 314-377-2337. 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for sale-New Rear 
End-60 Passenger-$3,000. Contact: Mobberly 
Church of Christ, 1303 M.obberly Ave., Longview, 
Texas 75602, Phone 214/758-2787. 

MINISTER AVAILABLE 
Black minister looking for a congregation to work 
full time with. Age 45. Married. Three children in 
school: one home. One year college. 30 years 
preaching experience. Enjoys personal work and is 
a good radio man. Author of one book and several 
gospel tracts. And can teach singing by notes. For 
more information write: 
Charles Durr. Sr. 
133 North Arbor Trails, Apt. 207 
Park Forest, Ill. 60466, or call (312) 747-7284. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale. L. L. Sams. Blond oak 
with seat UJlholstered. A-1 Shape, 632 Total feet. 32 
}Jews 16 feet. 8 pews 15 feet. Available May 15. 
Contnct Mesa Church of Christ, 1' .0. Box 2006 
Mesa, AZ 85204. (602) 964-1743. 
YOUNG PREACHER looking for position in Oregon 
or Washington. Contact Dale Stang, Box 116, 
~frh Lane, Hamilton, Montana 59840, 1·406-363· 

WANTED: Gospel preacher who will work under 
the Elders at Elm & Hudson for a trial period and 
then will be sent into the mission field of our 
ehoosing, somewhere in the U.S. Requirements: 
ApJJrox. :15-40 yrs. old: preaching 5-10 yrs. ; Mar
ried: wife able to teach. Sulary: negotiable. Sent 
rei'Umt> to: Elders. Elm & Hudson Church of Christ, 
Box :125, Altus, Oklahoma 73521. 
WANTED: Preacher for small urban congrega
tion at Benicia, California. Approximately 35 miles 
northeast of San Francisco. To begin work im
madlately upon acceJJtance. No eldet'll. No liberals 
need npp)y. Send resume to Church of Christ, 430 
East N. Street, Benicia, California 94510." 
FOR SALE: A. B. Dick Electronic Sten"il Cutter. 
A great time saver. l.t295. Ron Henson, Black Oak, 
AZ. 72414. (501) 486-2615. 
PREACHER WA:t..'"TED: Coquille, Oregon, Please 
contact G. P. Philley, 396-3553 or Bob Roberson 
396-3851, or write, Coquille Church of Christ P .0' 
Box 382, Coquille. Oregon 97423." ' ' 

INVESTIGATEr The Firm Foundation 
tries to screeD advert111ln,:r. and wtn not 
knowln,:rly take questionable advertfsln,:r~ 
But It Is the render's responsibility to ID• 
vestlgate. Like nny other paper, we some
times unwittingly run DD unworthy ad. 
As the old snylng goes. before you lnve•t. 
lnveatl,:rater 

LIPSCOMB TO HOST WORLD 
MISSION FORUM APRIL 6-8 

NASHVILE, Tenn.-"A New Song" 
will be the theme as David Lipscomb Col
lege hosts its second annual World Mis
sion Forum, a lectureship-workshop on 
mission activity, April 6-8. 

Lipscmob is again gathering as many 
missionaries and church leaders as pos
sible to discuss the needs and opportunities 
of mission work and to motivate Chris
tians to accept the responsibilities of 
worldwide evangelism, Dr. Joe D. Gray, 
assistant professor of Bible at Lipscomb, 
said. 

Activities of the three-day event will 
begin the evening of Monday, April 6 with 
a 6:80 dinner in the Lipscomb Dining 
Center. 

Joe Preston, Box 100, Natalia, Texas 
78059. The church here engaged in a 
unique Gospel Meeting, planned, adver
tised, promoted, conducted by and pri
marily directed to young people. There are 
70 members of the church here, yet the 
average attendance for the meeting was 
99 with a high of 145. There were three 
young, preacher-training students who 
did the preaching. They were Jerry Mc
Donald, Richard Massey and David Ha,m
rick. There were 19 responses to the invita
tion. Of these, 10 were baptisms. 
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NEW• Walk back into the ages and 
prove the Bible is true! 

oNLY$69.95 PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
complete Archaeology Confirms the Bible 

Your members can now see earth-shaking discoveries in 
archaeology that prove the truth of the Bible. The five film
strips and cassettes add new meaning to adult, high school, 
junior high classes. Complete teacher aids, Guidebook and 
Review Sheets. Each dramatic narration is 17 minutes long-
400 exciting color pictures in the set. Written by B.J. Humble, 
Ph.D, one of the leading scholars in the church on Biblical 
Archaeology. 

~IP-~ill ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

NEW! Helps make everyone 
an effective personal worker! 

BAXTER PERSONAL 
WORK SER!ES: Why and 
How To Be a New 
Testament Christian 

The 
Baxter 
Personal 
Work 
Series/ 
Why and How 
to be a 
New 
Tes\ilment 
Chnstian. 

Three half-hour studies which contain everything ~ 
to help experienced or new personal workers lead ~ 
others to Christ. Written by Bat:Sell Barrett Baxter, ~ 
preacher, educator, author and radio and television 
speaker, this new series is designed for conversions. 
Complete with 3 filmstrips and cassettes, personal 
Worker 's Manual. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation P ublishing House 
Box 610 Texas 78767 

ONLY$69.95 

complete 

ONLY$49.95 

complete 

NEW! Explore the Restoration Movement in America 
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and strengthen your faith! 

BACK TO THE BIBLE: How 
We Got There, How We'll 
Stay There Gain a fresh insight into the 

struggles of Jesus' followers. BACK TO THE BIBLE is a 
lesson in faith, a recommitment to New Testament Chris
tianity to inspire and strengthen every member of your 
congregation. A new series of 4 filmstrips and cassettes 
that belongs in every church library. Perfect for 4th grade 
through Adult classes, midweek services, visitation pro
grams. Written by B.J. Humble, one of the church's 
leading scholars of the Restoration movement. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610 Austin Texas 78767 
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TH E C HAPEL SINGERS from the Heritage Chapel churc h in Charleston, 
Il l., singing at a session of the Fifth An nua l Midwest Evangelism Seminar 
in Chic~tgo. Over 1600 attend ed tho t hree day affair t o consid er the 
theme: "They H a d Been With J esus." Seminar directors were Roger Lamb 
and And y Van Buren of the Herit~tge Chapel church, whose eld?rs a~e 
Bill Rush and Wayne Gei ling. Hum phrey Foutz, J erry J ones, Marvtn Phtl
lips, Richard Rogers, Chuck Luc~ts and Kip McKean were the speakers. 

Aus tin, T~·xas, April 14, 1981 
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The Sheep on Other Hills 

We are reading an increasing number of articles 
lauding the fact that we are at last breaking out of the 
concept that only members of the church will be saved, 
and that God has many children that we know nothing 
of. If he· does, then he has left us woefully ignorant of 
what it takes to be his child and our brother. It is freely 
granted that we do not know by face all the children of 
God. Some did not know Paul by face, but there was no 
indication whatever that they did not know what it took 
to become a child of God, or that he did not. 

We are hearing more and more poorly informed Chris
tians say that they do not believe that only the mem
bers of the church will be saved. One is woefully ig
norant of what the Bible teaches who holds such a view. 
Jesus purchased the church with his blood. He bought 
nothing else, and no one else, with his blood. There is no 
such thing as a blood bought person outside the church. 
The church is the only thing he owns. If one can be 
saved outside of it, he can be saved without the blood, 
and Jesus died in vain. 

The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is the savior of 
the body, which is the church. There is no indication 
that he is the savior of anything or anybody else. One 
simply does not understand the connection between the 
church and salvation who believes that people can be 
saved-without it, or on the outside of it. 

The church is not a saving institution, but it is an in
stitution that contains all the saved. One is dead wrong 
who believes that he can be saved without being a mem
ber of the Lord's church. If a member of the Lord's 
church deliberately joins himself to a church that the 
Lord does not own, because its members have not obeyed 
the gospel, then he has joined something he has no busi
ness being in. The Bible doesn't te~ch him to do it, and 
the Bible doesn't teach him it is alright to do it. 

The Bible clearly teaches that all the saved are in the 
church. Show us a man and prove to us that he is saved, 
and we will prove that he is in the church. Show us a 
man and prove that he is in the church and we will prove 
that he has been saved. There are no saved outside the 
church. Christ is the savior of the church alone. He is 
the savior of the body-the church. Those he saves he 
adds to his ·church, and if we would be saved we must be 
in his church. 

Those who teach that a person can be saved outside 
are challenging the saving power of the blood of Christ, 
and are counting the blood of the covenant an unneces-
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sa.ry, and even unholy, thing. The very process by which 
a person is saved is t~e process that puts him in the 
church, which is the body of Christ. 

When one is taught (led) by the Spirit to the point 
of a faith strong enough to turn him from sin in re
pentance and to righteousness in Baptism, that process 
introduces him into tL. :t!e body which is the church. 
None are introduced into it in any other way. This is 
the burden of Paul's teaching in First Corinthians, 
chapter twelve, verse 13. None can teach from the 
scriptures that God will exempt from judgement any 
who have not followed this course, nor can he provide 
one glimmer of hope for salvation to any, under any 
circumstance, outside the church. The Lord just has one 
holy hill, and the sheep on other hills are not his. 

One does not have to be a member of any particular 
congregation of the Lord's church, of course, to be 
saved, but he does have to be a member of the Lord's 
church. And there is but one plan of salvation by which 
one becomes a member of that church. Becoming a 
member is not all that there is to being eternally saved. 
One has to come in right and then he has to live right. 
One can miss heaven by coming in right and living 
wrong. He can miss heaven by coming in wrong and 
·living right. It takes both. If one leaves the church 
which he rightly entered by obeying the gospel, he is 
living wrongly. It is as important for one to remain in 
a place of safety as it is for him to enter a place of 
safety. 

There is no place in which one can glorify God save 
the church. If one leaves the church for a human re
ligious order, that has already repudiated the necessity 
of obedience to the Lord, how can such an act glorify 
God? The implications of Paul in Ephesians 3 is clearly 
that the one and only place in which one can. glorify 
God is in the church. The definite article "the" restricts 
the glorifying to God's hill. It can't be done on just any 
hill. The sheep on other hills run a terrible risk. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC 

The Foundation School of Music is set for June 8-19. 
We train men and boys to lead people as well as to lead 
songs. Send us your young men and we will send you 
back some effective church leaders. Write us (Box 610, 
Austin, Tx. 78767) for information. 
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Alcohol, booze, grain spirits, vintage 
wines, beer, muscatel, shaving lotion, rub
bing alcohol, sterno (canned heat) ever
clear, etc.! 

What do these various liquids have to 
do with my family, me, or my lifestyle? 
Fortunately, very little with most families, 
but unfortunately for millions in the U.S. 
alone, it's a sure bet to destroy a family 
if there is a problem drinker in that 
family! 

Most problem drinkers do not start out 
to be alcoholics, but like any other drug 
or mind changing chemical abuser, if you 
play, you pay! ! Drink often enough to 
excess, and it will hook any one as surely 
as a heroin or cocaine addict is hooked. 

I have read some fairly good articles 
about excessive alcohol use in some of our 
Christian periodicals and God bless all 
that recognize the problems alcohol cre
ates within the family, and within the 
family of God. Too often they stop way 
short as they do not understand the mind 
of the compulsive drinker. Let me share 
some thoughts that might let you look into 
the mind and world of an alcoholic! 

I am one of millions of recovering al
coholics in the world. I say recovering, as 
after almost fourteen years of continued 
sobriety, I am still, one drink away from 
being the undisciplined, nasty, dangerous, 
insane alcoholic I was when I took the last 
drink, 13 years ago. As surely as I know 
that God is alive and well today, I know 
that alcohol and drugs are poison to me, 
and if I mess around with them I will be 
off and running again! There is ab
solutely no recourse. I can never take 
another drink of alcohol in any form, or 
take mind-changing chemicals, and have 
the wonderful life in Christ I have now. 
No way! I narrow it all down to this: 
if I don't drink today (one day at a time), 
I will not get drunk and lose control. 
I pray each morning that God will grant 
my prayer through Jesus, "Lord, don't 
let me take one drink today." And he has 
answered each daily prayer for thirteen 
and one-half years. Thank you, Jesus! 

God never lets me down, so I try to do 
the best I can for him as I serve him daily. 

Does alcohol affect anyone but the al
coholic? Sure it does! We hear, man, that's 
his or her problem, and that's right, but 
let's start with the compulsive drinker and 
move through the family unit. There are 
definite stages of effect as the alcoholic 
becomes sicker and sicker. 

The sicker the drinker and pill head be
comes, the more the family is involved. 
Let's consider how. A tension filled day 
at the office, peer pressures, school, home, 
people will sometimes turn to rea~ing, 
hobbies, exercise or some constructive ac
tivity to find relaxation. Others turn to 
alcohol, tranquilizers, pep pills, (uppers 
and downers), street drugs, (heroin, co
caine or marijuana, etc.). One of these is 
dangerous in itself, but almost every 
chemical abuser uses these things in com
binations that are not only deadly when 
combined, but extremely dangerous to 
those near and dear to him, and anyone 
within the sphere of his influence. It might 
kill him, and could kill you because of his 
or her irresponsibility, and the insanity 
that is produced from the chemicals in
gested. The alcoholic and drug abuser do it 

Booze 
The Family Destroyer 

E. L. (LUKE) CURTIS 

day by day with no thought of anything 
but another fix or drink! 

Alcohol in itself, and in various forms is 
beneficial to man, but that is not the case 
here. It is a good disinfectant, a good pre
servative, a good base for medicines, face 
astringents etc., but according to our peers 
in the liquor industry, and those all about 
us, you are not a part of the in crowd 
unless you let it all go, and eat, drink, and 
be merry!! About what? Society in gen
eral, and alcoholics in particular do it and 
never do they entertain the thought, "I 
am hooked, unable to stop." 

So what, we say, "Everyone is entitled 
to get loaded once in a while! 01' dad is a 
good ol' boy, and ain't hurting anybody, 
but himself!! Sorry as it is, that's the per
vasive attitudes of our sin sick population 
in the U.S.A. today. Secretive drinking 
starts-spare bottles in the desk, locker, 
in the garage, all over! ! Breath fresh
ner,: sorry I'm late, more time ~way from 
home: excuses, lies, anyting to cover my 
tracks. Now we have to drink constantly 
to keep going as our bodies call for more 
booze. Everything is displaced by this ab
solute craving to drink. It's just unreal, 
and now I am really scared about it. 
Our mates are finding our stashed bottles, 
and pouring them out. So I buy four, hide 
three and leave one in an obvious place for 
them to pour out, and now I'm ahead of 
the game. This game is called, hide and 
seek. Don't play it, the drunk will win 
every time! 

As serious abuse worsens, spiritual, 
moral, and social values become unim
portant, and the mate is forced to take 
over as head of the house or household. 
Decisions about money, bills, children 
become a singular responsibility, and all 
the time I have to cover up for that so and 
so. Resentment? You better believe it!! 
What happened to that nice person I mar
ried? He, or she never comes home unless 
the old thing is in a jam. Lying, cheating, 
no paycheck, gone for days (alcoholic 
blackouts), threatens the lives of loved 
ones, slaps them around, gets arrested for 
drunk and disorderly, hot checks, assualt, 
and now the job is gone. No longer is there 
any love or understanding between hus
band and wife; affection is withdrawn: 
togetherness and Christian living are lost 
or put aside. 

A family, ordained of Go.d, has been 
turned into a nightmare of Edgar Allen 
Poe, proportions. Grain alcohol or pills, 
or both are the catalysts that brought this 
monster to life; man, what else can hap
pen? Plenty, it's a family disaster!! 

Implied threats; doctor said, you are 
killing yourself, so the abuse slows down 
for awhile. The job is regained, things are 
better at home, the kids are speaking and 
things look better. Now we know they were 
all kidding, "I didn't die," everything is 
o.k. So one little drink won't hurt, and off 
we go again! ! Full head of steam, and doc 

gave me something to settle my nerves; 
now, with pills and alcohol, I am on easy 
street!! Don't worry, I can handle it!! 
Finally, it is all gone; family, money, job, 
friends, self-respect, and now the mate has 
filed for divorce. So whatll They always 
were messing up my drinking, boy, will I 
ever show them! Now I am completely 
withdrawn, and so, as I slide down the 
devil's hill, I find more and more of his 
followers. 

In the meantime, what has happned to 
poor mom? Also the children, friends and 
relatives? Well, mom is in a state of 
shock! ! What went wrong? Where did I 
fail? She didn't go wrong or fail, she just 
is no match for the monkey on her man's 
back! ! She thinks; "Why do I have to seek 
help with my life, when he is the one with 
the problem?" Because, in the sickness of 
alcoholism, those closest to the situation 
created by the chemical abuser, are the 
ones affected the most. What wife wants 
to hear, "PQor thing, she's married to a 
drunk," or what child wants to hear "Hey, 
your dad is a wino"? She learns to cover 
for him by lies and excuses, and thus be
comes another extension of the alcoholic's 
sick mind. She has the same fears he does, 
night calls to get him out of another mess, 
remorse, apprehension, ridicule, it's a 
nightmare! Think those around the 
drunk aren't sick? Communication stops, 
the kids are unmanageable, can't pay all 
the bills, she is almost at wit's end. Now 
she is on nerve pills the kids are smoking 
dope and dropping pills and why not, mom 
and dad do it all the time! The really 
worthw bile things in life start to show in 
our formative years and usually stay with 
us throughout our lives, but if nothing 
good has happened to show us the way, 
what chance has the child, when he or she 
becomes an adult? 

The only answers I have to all this are 
the ones that did the job for me as I was 
recovering from acute chronic alcohol 
abuse. When everyone, but God had given 
up on me, then I took action and assumed 
responsibility for my own life! It 
amounted to live or die! ! I chose to live! ! 

The road back is tough, as he and his 
family have to start that new road back, 
and it is all uphill. To the alcoholic mind 
it looks insurmountable, but with Chris
tian love, a lot of help and moral support 
from friends and family, he can rise above 
it. Other recovering drunks, will show and 
help him through his pain and doubt; 
slowly, his confidence in himself will be 
rekindled, and the fears replaced with 
the knowledge that he can regain what he 
has lost. Believe me as a Christian that 
knows: I have been there! 

The worst possible thing we can do to an 
alcoholic that is still actively drinking, or 
trying to sober up, is point your finger 
and shout, repent, God will punish you and 
you're going to hell! My friends that is 
one of the great terrors I held in my sin 
filled sick mind, while I drank to excess. 
Sure they're true; agreed, they need to 
be studied and dealt with, so we can get 
in that right relationship with our Lord. 
But be patient. Go slow. I have never yet 
met an alcoholic that was not aware of 
what the Bible says about punishment for 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tennesseans Buried in California Soil (1) 
JERRY RUSHFORD 

California during the gold rush was an 
El Dorado for fortune-hunters. But by 
1852, there was an increasing number of 
men and women who thought of making 
a Jiving in California rather than of tak
ing a fortune out of it. Consequently, these 
permanent settler s had a keen interest in 
the moral and cultural development of 
thei r new home. 

By 1854, these wage ea .-ners had all but 
replaced the fortune-hunters of 1849-50. 
Typical of this new breed of California 
immigrant was a pioneer mechanic and 
preachet· named J oshua Lawson, who, 
along with his wife and children, had mi
g rated to the slate in the fall of 1852. The 
Lawsons-would have a significant impact 
on the moral and cultural development of 
one California town ; and their labors 
would result in a large congregation of 
the Church of Christ and a f ine Christian 
college. 

Joshua and Mary Lawson arrived in Cali
fornia in 1852. 

Joshua Lawson was born in J ackson 
County, Tennessee, on April 4, 1804. This 
was just eight years after Tennessee had 
achieved statehood. His future wife, Mary 
Chapin, was born in the same area on 
Janua1·y 7, 1807. Joshua and Mary were 
married on November 2!:!, 1829, and to this 
union nine children were born. 

During these Tennessee years, J oshua 
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and Mary Lawson became acquainted with 
the principles of a back-to-the-Bible move
ment that sought to restore the essentials 
of New Testament Christianity. They 
embraced the goals of this vibrant young 
movement, were baptized into Christ, and 
became active members of a Church of 
Christ in their community. According to 
one r ecord, J oshua a nd )!ary "raised a 
large family which was devoted to the 
church." . 

Vocationally, J oshua was a buildet· of 
wagons and can-iages, and he also served 
a s the community blacksmith and gun
smith. He began preaching in 1835. One 
account says : "He was a fine mechanic, 
and like most of lhe pioneer preachers of 
his day, he toiled with his own hands to 
make a Jiving." 

The Lawsons left. Tennessee and mo\·ed 
to Missout·i in 1840. Here they Jived on lhe 
edge of the American frontier for twelve 
years. In the spring of 1852, when J oshua 
was celebt·ating his 48th birthday, they _ 
left the. security of their ~Iissouri home 
and joined t he hazardous westward trek to 
California. · 

They star ted across t he plains in a cara
van of "prairie schooners" each drawn by 
five yoke of oxen. The perilous journey 
was successfully completed when their 
wagon train arrived at Gold Hill in Siena 
County, California, in September of 1852. 

Aftet· living in the mining country for 
over a year, Joshua and Mat·y moved their 
family to Yolo County in December of 
1853. They settled on a ranch near the 
present cily of Woodland, eighteen miles 
northwest of Sacramento. At the time of 
their arrival, this area was covered with 
oak gro,·es and inhabited wilh elk, ante
lope and bear. But a li ttle community, 
known variously as Cache Creek, Cache
ville, and Yolo City, was already emerging 
from the forest. I t would be given the 
name of Woodland in 185!:!. 

When the Lawsons moved to Yolo 
County at the close of 1853, the Restora
tion 1\Iovement was almost unheat·d of in 
California . Thomas Thompson's letter to 
Alexander Campbell on Decembe t· 25, 1853, 
srave information on just three congre
gations of lhe Church of Christ. Stockton 
and Sa nta Clara with 60 member s each, 
and Napa County with 20 or 30 members, 
we t·e t he only cong regations that. Thomp
son was aware of. 

However, the information Thompson 
forwarded to Campbell was !<lig-htly in 
error. H e was not aware of the minisl!·y of 
Dr. James 1\ladison Case in Santa Rosa 
or of the small congregation that Nathan 

Under this oak tree, in t he fa ll of 1854, 
Jos hua Lawson preached his firs t sermon 
in Woodland. This JJhoto was taken in 1980. 

Porter was preaching fot· at. Brown's Val
ley. Moreover, he was not yei aware of the 
presence of J oshua Lawson in Yolo 
County. 

In the fall of 1854, under an oak tree 
that is still standing in Woodland neat· the 
present corner of Cleveland and Clanton, 
Joshua Lawson preached his first sermon 
in the Sacramento Valley. Th is event took 
place on the ranch of Usual Shellhammer, 
a pioneer resident of Woodland and a son
in-Jaw of the Lawsons. A history of Yolq 
County descri_bes this historic occasion: 

The Church of Christ is the spiritual 
organization upon which the people of 
early Woodland depended. It can safely 
be said that from t he strength of this 
church the culture of Woodland and of 
Yolo County took shape. It was founded 
in the Fall of 1854 when notices and 
placards throughout the vicinity urged 
the populace to congr egate at the Usual 
Shellhammer Ranch nea r Brown's Cor
ner , where a wandering preacher would 
deliver his message. A huge _crowd as
sembled, many out of curiosity, others to 
worship. Rest less after some time of 
waiting, the congregation was in the end . 
g1·eeted by a square-shouldered little 
man who s tepped from their midst ·_ to 
th_e platforrn. It proved, after he had re
moved wig and makeup to be Joshua 
Lawsoi1, an elder of lhe Chm·ch of 
Chris t. He became organizer and t.he 
first minister oC lhe church ... Services 
were continued in Shellhammer 's g-rove 
for a brief period. Then · the congrega
tion moved to the litt.le school house on 
what was lat.eJ· the Beamer propet·ty. Tn 
the Fall of 1855 the orgunizntion moved 
to t.he Union Church building in the 
Woodland Cemetery. 

From the perspec tive of the Restoration 
Movement, the Church of Christ in Wood
la nd would soon become " the most influ
ential church in California." In our next 
art icle we will focus on the influence of 
this congregation and note the early be
ginnings of Hesperian College in Wood
lane!. 

Pepperdine Univet·sity, 1\Ialibu, California 
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At times I wonder if my eyes do me any 
good. I wonder if I really can see. I have 
looked and looked for something I have 
needed only to discover it was right under 
my nose all the time. I've known individu
als who were looking for the glasses they 
were wearing! I have on occasions won
dered what I did with my keys that I was 
holding! Often you can tell a great deal 
about an individual by what that indi
vidual sees. What we see reveals much 
about ourselves. 

What one sees is an indication of what 
one is., The old saying is so true, "Beauty 
is in the eye of the beholder." Two people 
can look at the same scene, one sees beauty 
and the other sees imperfections. Two peo
ple can look at the same person, one sees 
good· qualities, the other sees faults. I can 
boast that I married the most beautifui 
girl in the world, only to hear you make 
the same statement! I can tell you of my 
visit to a junk store and someone else who 
was with me tell you about a great antique 
shop. It is hard for me to believe that the 
noise that hurts my ears some call music! 
The things that hurt my eyes some de
scribe as art. All this leads us to conclude 
that it is- not the object that evokes a 
response, so much as; it is the _individual 
doing the observing. 

The story "is told of two travelers who 
· were moving to a new town to live. The 

first .was met at the gate by an old man 
of the city. The traveler asked, "Old man, 
what kind of people live in this city?" The 
old man thought a moment and asked, 
"What kind of people live in the· city you're 
coming from?" With this his eyes lighted 
up and he said, "Oh, they're wonderful 
people. They are full of love, kind, always 
helping out!" The old man said, "You'll 
find the people here to be about the same." 
A bit later the second traveler met. the 
same old man and asked the same ques
tion, "What kind of people live in this 
city?" The old man responded with the 
same question, "What kind of people live 
in the city you're coming from?" With this 
his eyes grew bitter and he said, "Oh, they 
were terrible people. Unkind, unfriendly, 
and loveless." The old man said, "You'll 
find the people here to be about the 
same!" 

This truth is reflected in 1 Kings 18. 
Elijah had shut up the rains for three and 
a half years. The situation was getting 
desperate. Ahab decides to look for water. 
He calls Obadiah, a servant of God, and 
sends him in one direction and he goes in 
the other looking for water. If they find 
any, they are to go and bring the other. 
As Obadiah goes out he meets Elijah. In 
verse 7, he falls before Elijah and says, 
"Is it you, my Lord Elijah?" Because 
Elijah shut up the rains he was a much 
wanted man. He had gone into hiding to 
perserve his life. Obadiah couldn't believe 
he really found Elijah. Elijah sends 
Obadiah to fetch Ahab. When Obadiah 
was assured that Elijah would be there 
waiting, he goes and gets Ahab. When 
Ahab sees Elijah (probably for the first 
time in three and a half years) he says, in 
verse 17, "Is it you, you troubler of 
Israel?" Contrast this with Obadiah's 

What Do You See? 
CHARLES YOUNG 

greeting, "Is it you, my lord Elijah?" Re
member they were talking about the same 
man! How could they both see the same 
man in such a differe'nt light? 

What one sees is an indication of the 
direction he is looking. All of us have had 
the experience of trying to direct some
one's gaze to an object in the distance. It is 
easy for us because we can point to it and 
eye right down our finger. The other per
sort, standing right beside us, tries to look 
down our finger too. His gaze may be only 
an inch off, but an inch off multiplies into 
feet and yards the further away one gets. 

The story is told of two men ~n prison. 
Both looked out the bars of their window. 
One saw stars, the other saw mud. One 
saw hope, the other saw despair; one saw 
victory, the other saw defeat. The differ
ence was in the direction they were 
looking! The story of Peter walking on 
the water no doubt cotnes to mind. The key 
words in the story in Matthew 14 :28ff 
are, "when he saw the wind." As long as 
his eyes were on Jesus everything was 
fine. If you and I were in the boat we 
could see that the moment he began to 
sink was the moment he changed the direc
tion of his gaze. We can tell today the di
reCtion people are looking by. what they 
see. 

Someone has suggested that when look
ing at a problem or challenge one should 
look in three directions. First, upward to 
God. Second, downward at the problem 
or challenge. And, third, forwar:d to the 
solution or meeting the challenge. It is a 
philosophy of life for Christians. We need 
to look upward to God, downward at the 
situation we find ourselves in, and for
ward to accomplishing what we see needs 
to be done. The key, though, is looking to 
God first. God can make a lot of differ
ence in the direction we look and in what 
we see. God can make the difference in 
seeing mud or stars, hope or despair, be
tween walking or sinking. 

Doug Henning, the great illusionist, 
described the magic he did on one of his 
TV specials as simply being an illusion. 
There is no such thing as magic. What he 
does is to simply let a person see what he 
wants to .~ee or expects to see and not what 
1·eally ha]JpMlS. In that, is his magic! He 
capitalizes on the nature of man-man 
sees what he wants to see. The person who 
directs his gaze upward to God first is 
going to see things in a different light. 
God will let him see, not what he wants 
to see or expects to see, but see as God 
sees things. God can add a great deal of 
"magic" to what we see. God can let us 
see in a different direction. As Jesus 
walked by the Sea of Galilee he saw four 
fishermen, or at least, the world saw four 
fishermen. Jesus' look was in a different 
direction. He saw not fishermen but pillars 
of a church he would see establish! In 
Matthew 9 many saw tax collectors and 

sinners, however, Jesus saw spiritually 
sick people in need of a spiritual physician. 
In John 6 many saw five loaves and two 
fish, but, Jesus saw a meal for more than 
5000. In John 8 many saw a woman caught 
in adultery, however, Jesus saw a woman 
in need of forgiveness. Many saw in the 
scribes and Pharisees great religious 
leaders, however, Jesus saw hypocrites 
who had missed the important matters of 
the law. In Matthew 19 the disciples saw 
troublesome children; Jesus saw qualities 
of those who belong to the kingdom of 
God. In John 2 many saw a place of gain, 
but, Jesus saw a house of prayer! 

What one sees is an indication of the 
focus of his life. By focus I mean what 
does he have his sights set on and how 
clearly .does he see it. We all know what 
it is like to have our eyes out of focus. 
Some of you simply have to 1·emove your 
glasses. All of us have put on glasses that 

·were too strDng for us. We've all sat and 
watched a movie just slightly out of 
focus. What happens is we have blurred 
vision. If we do it long enough our eyes 
hurt and it give.§>.us a headache. Often our 
perspective is destroyed; we don't see 
things in their right rehitionship. The 
Bible talks about a spiritual focus to our 
lives! · The Bible speaks of having o:ur 
sights set upon God and upon Christ. The 
Bible speaks of us being able to see things 
clearly. As long as we have our sights set 
upon God we can see everything in this 
world and all that it offers in the right 
perspective. However, when we lose our 
spiritual focus spiritual defects begin to 
develop, just "like physical defects develop 
when our eyes are out of focus. 

Jesus talked about this spiritual focus 
in Matthew 6:22-24: "The light of the 
body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be fuii of darkness. If the1·efore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how 
great is that darkness!" I appreciate the 
King James use of the word "single" be
cause to me it conveys the idea of focus. 
It is impossible to focus on two things at 
once. I might be able to see other things 
when I am focused on something, but I 
can only see clearly, and I can only con
centrate upon, the thing my eyes are fo
cused on. If your eye is single means your 
eye is focused on one thing and one thing 
only. Jesus makes this clear in verse 24, 
the next verse, "No man can serve two 
masters ... " 

What is the spiritual focus of our lives? 
What we see and how we see the things of 
this world is determined by the spiritual 
focus of our lives. David says it well in 
Psalms 119:15, "I will meditate on thy 
precepts, and fix ntJI eyes on thy ways." 
( RSV) We need to fix our eyes more and 
more on God and his ways. 

What we see is very important. What we 
see is an indication of what we are. What 
we see is an indication of the direction we 
are looking. What we see is an indication 
of the focus of our lives. 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, Michigan 
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Born of Water and the Spirit 
Jesus proclaimed, " .•. the kingdom of. 

heaven is at hand." Then he said to· 
Nicodemus, "Except one be born of water 
and the Spirit, he can not enter into the 
kingdom of God." The words "birth" and 
"born," as with other words, are "signs 
of ideas," and a very specific and definite 
idea is contained in these words: a coming 
forth or deliverance from. These words do 
not refer to a "feeling," a "sensation," or 
even to "believing." 

In a birth three people are necessarily 
involved: father, mother, and child. These 
constitute a family, and by and in conse
quence of birth the child becomes a part 
of the family. God's called out people, 
ekklesia, (church) are bought by Christ's 
blood. These blood-bought people are "unto 
God a kingdom and priests." These peo
ple are declared to be Christ's body. One 
enters into this "one Body," therefore 
into God's family and God's kingdom 
through baptism in water by one Spirit. 
Many are baptized in water without its 
being "by the Spirit." Such baptism has 
no spiritual effect or significance. There 
must be the two elements, both water and 
Spirit involved, baptism in water (birth 
of water) by the direction of the Spirit as 
revealed in the gospel. If one takes medi
cine by his doctor's orders, the doctor is 
involved; if he takes the medicine on his 
own, the doctor is not involved. In order 
for the Holy Spirit to be involved in one's 
birth of water, such must be done in obed
ence to the instruction given by the Spirit 
and recorded in the New Covenant. We see, 
therefore, that "birth of water and the 
Spirit" is equivalent to, and the same as, 
baptism in water in obedience to the 
Spirit's law. The effect produced is en
trance into God's family and kingdom. By 
this process one becomes one of God's 
called put, blood-bought people, a citizen 
of his kingdom, and a member of his 
family. 

The Family 
We can have a better comprehension and 

appreciation of these things by identifying 
and considering the Christian's spiritual 
father and mother. Without controversy 
the statement that the Christian's father 
is God stands. Neither Christ nor the Holy 
Spirit is our Father. Jesus taught his dis
ciples to pray, "Our Father who art in 
heaven, . • ." and he said, "My Father 
and your Father, my God and your God," 
And "For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are sons of God .... 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ." 

The father's role in the production of a 
child is to beget, which means to generate 
life. The germ of life is vested in the male 
seed. God's seed which produces citizens 
in his kingdom, and children in his family, 
is his word. And Peter reminds Christians 
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that they had been "begotten again, not by 
corruptible seed . . . through the wood of 
God, . • . and this is the word of good 
tidings (gospel) which was preached unto 
you" ( 1 Pet. 1 :23-25). Note carefully: 
this word through which they were be
gotten was the gospel which was preached; 
it was not some word which Go.d secretly, 
or in a dream, or in some mysterious way 
made known to the individual only. This 
word of God produces faith; and when 
one receives this seed, the word of God, 
and believes its message, "that Jesus is the 
Christ, he is begotten of God" (1 Jno. 
5:1). 

Though spiritual life has been gener
ated, spiritually the individual is only in 
an embryonic or fetal state. The father's 
role has been effected, and the fetus has 
the right to be born, an.d thus to become a 
full-fledged child of God. Note with care 
John 1 :12: "But as many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become chil
dren of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.'' When one receives the "·seed,'' 
God's word, and comes to believe on Christ 
and his name, he is begotten by the spir
itual father and has the power and right 
to be born; however, until he exercises that 
right, he remains in the fetal state. 

Recapitulating we have: The Christian's 
spiritual father, God, begetting children, 
not personally and directly, but through an 
appointed means or agency, his word 
(see.d). A person is begotten when he re
ceives this seed and believes its message; 
however he is in the embyronic state only, 
and unless he exercises his right to be
come a child by being born, he dies in 
such state. 

The Spiritual Mother 
We have noted above that the Chris

tian's spiritual mother is not water. Like
wise we here note that the "church" is not 
the mother. God's ekklesia, .called out, 
blood-bought people, "church," are his 
children, born into his family, and not his 
wife giving birth to children. In order to 
have the "church" bearing children, one 
must be in the said "church" and then be 
delivered from it. 

The spiritual mother is identified by the 
Holy Spirit through Paul in Galatians 4: 
22-26. In the allegory here presented Abra
ham represents God, and Abraham's wives, 
Hagar and Sarah, represent the two cove
nants, or God's wives. Abraham had a son 
by each wife, and God has a son, or set of 
children by each covenant (wife) (Ex. 
4:22). " ... Let Israel go; for he is my 
son, my first-born." Each of these cove
nants has relation to two places. Paul 
said that this Hagar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia (the place where the first cove
nant was given) and answers to the 
Jerusalem that now is (earthly Jerusalem, 

the capital city, where the king reigned, 
and from where the covenant was admin
istered). "But the Jerusalem that is above 
is free, which is our mother." "The Jeru
salem which is above" is heaven, the capi
tal city, where our king reigns, and from 
which the New Covenant is administered, 
and the place where our citizenship is 
(Phlip. 3:20). In order to complete the 
allegory, we supply the place which has 
the same relation to the New Covenant 
that Mount Sinai had to the ol.d, and that 
is Zion, "for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of jehovah from J eru
salem" (Is. 2 :3ff). And the record shows 
that this law, the New Covenant "went 
forth" from Zion--Jerusalem (Acts 2). 

The question now is, How and when is 
one born of the covenant, or Zion, or 
heaven'? One can not enter either heaven 
or the covenant and be delivered or 
brought forth from them, just as one can 
not enter the Spirit and be delivered 
therefrom. However, as we learned above 
that God, the Father, does not beget his 
children personally and directly, but 
begets through an appointed means or 
agency, even so the spiritual mother, 
whether we think of "the covenant" or 
"heaven," the capital city, has appionted 
a means for our birth. Our king speaks to 
us from heaven (Heb. 12 :25). He speaks to 
us by the Spirit, his message is revealed in 
the New Covenant, it is called the gospel 
of "God's Son," and the instruction is 
given therein, "Repent and be baptized," 
(Acts 2 :38) and "can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized 
, . . and he commanded them to be bap
tized in the name of Jesus Christ . . ." 
(Acts 10 :47-48) and "Arise and be bap
tized, and wash away thy sins ••• " (Acts 
22:16) and " ••• Except one be born of 
water and the Spirit, he can not enter 
the kingdom of God" (Jno. 3:5) and et 
cetera. 

One is hom of the New Covenant and 
heaven, when he is born by the means of 
heaven: by the Spirit, in the New Cove
nant. There are two things necessary in 
order for heaven to become our mother: 1) 
There must be the overt, physical act, an 
actual, literal deliverance from, a birth of, 
water, and 2) this overt act must take 
place with knowledge of, in consequence 
of, and because of, heaven's, "through the 
Spirit, in the New Covenant" instructing. 

It is therefore seen that "birth of water 
and the Spirit" is equivalent to obedience 
to the gospel, and includes baptism in 
water done in obedience to the Spirit's 
teaching. 

2100 Lusk Street, Guntersville, Alabama 
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Church Growth Series (8) 

Life in the Body 
GERALD PADEN 

Christ planned church growth. He didn't use modern termi
nology. to describe it; he coined his own descriptive analogies. 
The Kmgdom was to grow from a little mustard seed into a 
large tree. Its growth would be as leaven that permeates three 
measures of meal. As a fish-net, it would be filled. As the field, 
it would be completely sown with good seed. The book of Acts 
which contains the history of the church under Christ's com~ 
mission, records the statistics of the church's phenomenal growth 
just as he planned. ' 

The reason for the rapid growth of the church was the two
fold relation enjoyed by all the believers. They were in vital 
s~iritual union with Christ and in meaningful, fraternal unit; 
wtth all other believers. Christ himself was a living, present 
reality with his people. They were life of his life, blood of his 
blood, righteousness of his righteousness, glory of his glory and 
destiny of his destiny. The church members saw themselves as 
extensions of his redemptive purposes on earth, and therefore 
willingly yielded themselves to his molding influences through 
his word and grace. 

His And Our Relationship To Each Other 
It is interesting to note that every time Christ talked about the 

church, whether by descriptive analogy or by unveiled prophecy, 
he himself is always in the picture as the central figure that 
gives existence to the church. He is a Vine with its branches, a 
Shepherd with his sheep, a King with his kingdom, a Groom with 
his bride, a Head with its body and a Foundation with its super
structure. 

It is also interesting that there is expressed the idea of mutual 
dependence in each of the above figures. Certaintly the church 
needs Christ! The branches depend upon the Vine for life. The 
sheep need the Shepherd for protection and pasture. The kingdom 
depends upon the King for government and dignity. A bride 
relies upon the Groom for her home. The body must have its 
Head to give it organization, intelligence and coordination. And 
the superstructure rests upon its Foundation for its strength, 
permanence and stability. 

But Christ also needs the church! The Vine depends upon the 
branches for fruit-bearing. The Shepherd depends upon the 
sheep for other lambs and for "the milk of the flock." The King 
depends upon the kingdom for his Lordship. The Groom depends 
upon the bride for childbearing and housekeeping. The Head 
depends upon the body for the accomplishment of its designs. 
And the Foundation depends upon superstructure for comple
tion and meaning. 

He Is One With His People 
Christ so designed the church that its unity and union with him 

would be its most distinctive characteristic. Vine and branches 
are so much a part of each other that together they form one 
plant. It is difficult to determine where the branch ends and the 
Vine begins. Actually they are so fused that such determinations 
cannot be made. The Shepherd and his flock are so much a unit 
that Christ said: "there will be one flock, one shepherd" (Jno. 
10:16). There is no conjunction between the flock and the 
shepherd. The idea being that this is a one-shepherd flock, or a 
one-flock shepherd. A King and his kingdom are so much a part 
of each other that neither can exist without the other. The Groom 
and his bride are so united that only the law of Eden can describe 
their relationship. "The twain, saith he, shall become one flesh. 
But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit" (I Cor. 6:16-
1 'l). Just as husband and wife become one flesh, just so Christ 
and Christians become one spirit. And finally the Foundation 
with its superstructure form one building. The same Lord pointed 
out the futility of a building without a proper foundation (Matt. 
7:26) and the foolishness of a foundation without a superstruc-

ture (Lk. 14:28-30). He is such a part of his people that anyone 
who persecutes them thereby persecute him (Acts 9:4), and 
anyone who helps them helps him (Matt. 25:40). 

These figures show how unbiblical the phrase is that says: 
"Christ yes, but the church no"! Christ without his church would 
b? like. a vine V.:ithout branches, a shepherd without sheep, a 
kmg wtthout a kmgdom, and so on. The same baptism that puts 
us "into Christ" (Rom. 6:3) also puts us into the church (I Cor. 
12:13). And these figures tell us why there is only one church 
for there is only one builder (Matt. 16:18). For the same reaso~ 
there is only one body for the one Head, one kingdom for the 
one King, one flock for the one Shepherd, etc. It is "Christ in 
you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1 :27); It is that Head in the one 
body that gives the body its hope of glory. This is why there is 
no hope outside the body. Yet it is the body that is the "fullness 
of him" who is head, even the Christ. 

It is only though the body that we have relationship with the 
Head. The body can live without a leg, but the leg cannot live 
without the body. The fruitless branch is severed from the plant 
-and therefore from the Vine and it withers and is ready to 
be burned. When a sheep strays from the flock it automatically 
loses its relationship with the Shepherd and in Biblical termi
nology is lost. So each member needs to see his life in the church 
as the manifestation of his union with Christ. 

Member to Member Relation 
Each figure used by Christ to describe his union with his 

people also implies and demands corporate unity among the 
members. Each branch is related to every other branch in the 
plant because of their common relationship with the Vine. Each 
sheep is an integral part of the flock. The flock may be folded 
with only the ninety and nine, but it is not complete until the lost 
one is recovered. Each citizen is a "fellow-citizen with all the 
saints" (Eph. 2 :19) and enjoys equal dignity and access to the 
King. Each unit in all these figures must acknowledge the rights 
and privileges of every other unit. 

Being "members of his body" (Eph. 5:30), we are also "mem
bers one of another" .(Rom 12:5). As parts of one body we are 
parts of each other, for "God tempered the body together" in 
such a way "that there should be no schism in the body; but that 
the members should have the same care one for another. And 
whether one member suffereth, all the members suffer with it; 
or one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it" (I 
Cor. 12:24-26). One member's hurt becomea the others members' 
pain; one member's honor the other members' glory. 

Definition of "Member" 
The New Testament concept of the church is that of a body

not an ant-hill. It is not like a bunch of marbles in a common bag 
-with each marble round, self-contained and independent, rub
bing shoulders occasionally but with no real entwining of life 
with other members. The church is a body of many members (I 
Cor. 12:12; Rom. 12:4); a body that functions smoothly through 
the coordination of all its members. 

Conclusion 
Paul assures us that when there is such harmonious articula

tion between the members, this "makes increase of the body unto 
the building up of itself in love." "Increase of the body" and 
"building itself up" are terms related to church growth. Paul 
considers good body life as being prerequisite to healthy growth 
patterns. 

When each member sees himself in his relation to Christ, and 
Christ's relation to him, he has a greater sense of belonging and 
dignity in that union. He is thus made aware of his being a vital 
organ and instrument of Christ-which all the other member
organs in the body need, just as he needs all of them. 

Understanding the two-fold relation he holds with Christ and 
with the body, he is now able to fulfill the ministries God has 
for each member toward every other member. We will examine 
those ministries in the next article, for the church cannot grow 
when they are neglected ! 
Sunset School of Preaching, 3723 34th Street, Lubbock, Texas 
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The Headwaters of Christianity 
I am a map person. I love to look at 

maps and dream of places I have never 
been or remember places I have seen. As 
I look at a map of the United States I 
am amazed at the multitude of rivers 
there. Each river, no matter what the 
name, has a beginning. This is called the 
headwaters of that river. It is truly re
freshing and thrilling to drink from the 
headwaters of a river; but it would be a 
very foolish person to drink directly from 
that river a thousand miles dowmiver, 
after man has added. his waste, poison, and 
impurities to it. 

A parallel can be drawn between a 
river and the gospel of Christ. 

In John 14:26, Jesus told his apostles: 
· "But the counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things, and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you." Again, 
in John 16:13, he told them: "But when 
he, the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not spea"k of 
his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet_ to come." 
Obviously, this promise by Jesus came to 
pass. In 2 Peter 1 :3, we are told: "his di
vine power has given us everything we 

Feeling Comfortable 
As we grow older, most of us find 

ourselves more and more enamored with 
comfort. Though by our professed ideals 
we disdain materialism, we often find it 
easy to rationalize the acquisition of the 
latest in "creature comforts." But our 
love for comfort extends beyond mere 
physical boundaries and affects the core 
of our emotional and spiritual being. Have 
you stopped to consider how many de
cisions we all make in the name of com
fort?-career decisions ("I'm not ready to 
accept that promotion"); business de
cisions ("I'm just not comfortable dealing 
with that company's representative") ; so
cial decisions ("We might have enjoyed 
the party, but we just do not feel com
fortable in their home") ; political de
cisions ("He's running at the head of my 
party's ticket, but I am not comfortable 
with his views"). Thus by the criterion .of 
comfort we select our friends, business 
associates, social and civic organizations, 
restaurants, and even congregations. 

How much of this comfort-maintenance 
spills over into our personality growth 
and spiritual maturity? I suspect the ex
pansion of the Lord's kingdom is restrict
ed because too many of us opt for comf01·t 
over growth. Have you ever turned down 
the opporunity to speak a good word for 
Christ because you did not feel comfortable 
with interpersonal communication? Have 
you turned down the opportunity to teach 
a class because you are not comfortable 
confronting a group of people? How many 
of us neglected to visit a patient in the 
hospital, express condolence, speak out on 
an issue, attend a meeting, come to the 
defense of a noble cause, teach new sub
ject material, or make ourselves available 
for counsel, because we are not com
fortable with such new opportunities? 
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need for life and godliness ... "; and Jude 
writes, " ... I felt I had to write and urge 
you to contend for the faith that God has 
once for all entrusted to the saints" 
(Jude 3). 

The New Testament, given by the in
spiration of God are the pure headwaters 
of Christianity. These headwaters are 
without the additions of manmade tradi
tions and opinions. It is a joy to be able 
to "drink" from the word of God without 
needing or having to mix in the opinions 
or traditions of men. 

While members of the church of Jesus 
Christ enjoy these "headwaters of Chris
tianity," there are teeming millions who 
don't even know there is such a thing as 
pure, undenominational Christianity. Many 
of these people walk down the path of de
struction, drinking this fouled water 
"Two thousand miles downriver," and 
wonder why it tastes bad. The reason that 
denominationalism tastes bad, is because 
God _ didn't design denominationalism -in 
the same ·way he didn't design polluted 
rivers. People continue drinking from the 
rivers of denominationalism while their 
leaders keep telling them, "the water is 
good." All the while, Jesus cries: "If a 

PERRY C. COTHAM 

I suspect that most of us in the pulpit 
ministry can relate to these feelings. In 
fact, I would be suspicious of the preacher 
who claims that he is comfortable with all 
aspects of his ministry. We preachers can 
be just as negligent as anyone else in 
choosing retreat over advancement into 
new avenues of service. Surely there is 
enough dis-ease in our private worlds 
without the desire for deliberately court
ing more, but psychologists concur that 
few of us develop more than a small frac
tion of our capacity for intellectual com
petence and creativity. 

Deepening our knowledge, broadening 
our experiences, and enriching our con
sciousness are crucial to enhancing all 
other dimensions of our lives. Some of the 
most gratifying experiences in life come 
to us when we are willing to surrender 
temporarily our security and comfort and 
accept fully a growth opportunity. Such 
willingness is equivalent to the willing
ness to live abundantly; if we do not grow 
we are not really living. Each successful 
venture of faith brings new depths of life, 
awareness, and affirmation of the self's 
intrinsic value. 

The Christian believes that growth is a 
gift given by the Creator of life. Whether 
in the parables of leaven, mustard seed, or 
soils, or in the many admonitions to 
Christian maturity, growth images appear 
throughout the Bible. Liberation is a con
tinuing motif in the pages of Scripture. 
And one unique Biblical insight is that, if 
we reach out in hope to expand our faith 
and augment our influence for good, we 
are never alone in our struggles to grow. 

Westwood Church of Christ, 511 Morrison, 
McMinnville, TN 37110 

blind man leads a blind man, both will fall 
into a pit." 

The man who drinks clean water in 
abundance, with much to spare, while his 
neighbors and friends perish with polluted 
water is a wretch unmentionable (if he 
doesn't try to share that water "ith them). 
Who could imagine such a thing? Yet, 
there are Christians who know the truth 
and possess it in abundance and smile pro
fusely that the church of Christ is the one 
true church ; then never try to "rescue the 
perishing" from the destruction of de
nominationalism. 

There are two things I am convinced of, 
that I will tell you (beyond the fact that 
the church of Christ is the one true 
church). First of all, every Christian can 
teach the lost. I heard of a man who was 
mentalJy retarded. He had the mental age 
of a fourteen year old, although he was 
middle aged. This man was a trash col- -
lector. Everyday, although he smelled of 
trash, he would go into upper class neigh
borhoods, and speak to people about his 
savior. Before he died, he led at least two 
hundred people to Christ. This brother was 
on the earth only a few years after he be
came . a Christian. I wonder how the ex-

( Continued on page 11) 
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How Personalis Your God? 
DAVID BOSWELL 

Many of us seem to think of God as a 
very impersonal being. We tend to think 
God really has no concern for me and he's 
too busy for my problems. That is not 
true! God loves you, and cares deeply for 
you. He knows all of your fears, hopes and 
unpaid bills! Is God a friend, a help~r, a 
constant companion, or is God just scrip
ture? 

God is so personal that he became a 
man to destroy sin. God is so personal that 
he suffered agony, humiliation, all for 
you! The Prophet Joel describes God as 
being gracious, merciful, slow to anger· 
and overflowing in loving kindness. (Joei 
2:13). Nahum _described God as being good, 
a stronghold m days of trouble, and he 
knows all them that take refuge in him 
(Nahum 1 :7). 

God is so personal that if we let him he 
can .direct us into the kind of people he 
wants us to be. Remember everything God 
does is for the benefit of mankind. God ap
pointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah 
just for the purpose of making Jonah 
realize that God must be obeyed. God just 
wanted Jonah to do the right thing. God 
just gave him a little incentive! Many 
times when Paul closes his letters, he 
spends as much as an entire chapter nam
ing his fellow-workers. Paul does this to 
show how God is working in their lives, 
and how God is moulding them into strong 
workers for the cause. 

God is as personal as we allow him to 
be. Too many of us have a rules and regu
lations religion. It's time all of us start 
knowing him, and stop just knowing all 
about him. Are you allowing God to work 
in your life, or have your rules and regu
lations limited God's power in your life? 
3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 
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An Investigation of Effective Preaching Using the Expository Method 
''Ah, my deatr friends, we want nothing 
in these times for revival in the world 
but the simple preaching of the gospel. 
This is the great battering ram that 
shall dash down the bulwarks of iniqui
ty. This is the great light that shall 

·scatter the darkness. We need not that 
men should be adopting· new schemes 
and new plans .... The age in whick the 
pulpit is despised, will be an age in 
which the pulpit and gospel truth will 
cease to be honoured. Once put away 
God's ministers, and you have, to a great 
extent, taken the candle out of the can
dlestick; quenched the lamps that God 
hath appointed in the sanctuary." 

Thus begins Charles Spurgeon's defense 
of the great need for more men to take it 
upon themselves to preach the unsearch
able riches of Jesus Christ. From the days 
of the apostle Paul until the present, there 
has been a tremendous need for men who 
have developed and prepared themselves to 
proclaim the messages of God. However, 
development is not enough. It is one thing 
to be able to "tell the story of Jesus," and 
another thing to tell it in such a way that 
souls will be brought to their knees in re
sponse to that message. 

It is · the purpose of this paper to 
examine what this writer believes to be 
the most effective manner of preaching 
the gospel in a public assembly. 

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the 
church at Rome, had much to say concern
ing the importance of preaching. "How 
shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not hear.d? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher?" 

F. B. Meyers once wrote, " ... exposi
tory preaching is the consecutive treat
ment of some book or extended portion of 
Scripture on which the preacher has con
centrated head and heart, brain and 
brawn, over which he has thought and 
wept and prayed until it has yielded up its 
inner secret, and the spirit of it has passed 
into his spirit." The expository sermon, 
therefore is an effort to explain the 
Scripture's and to illustrate them in such 
a manner that they are applied to our daily 
lives. 

Thomas Betterton, a famous English 
actor, was once asked by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury why actors seem to have 
no difficulty in making an impression on 
their audiences, while preachers frequent
ly leave them cold, gave this answer. 
"Actors speak of things imaginary as if 
they were real, while you preachers too 
often speak of things real as if they were 
imaginary." The writer believes that if 
more preachers would return to the ex
pository method that much of the problems 
of preacher-listener relationships would 
cease. 

Four of five reasons might be given in 
favor of expository preaching. The first 
among these is that preaching using the 
expository method seems to be the most 
natural way of reinforcing divine truth. 
The sermon in Acts 6 and 7 will serve as a 
good case in point. Here, Stephen, full of 

ROY A. SMALLING 

faith and power, uses the Scriptures to 
teach the high priest and the people of 
Israel a great lesson in history. Stephen 
walks with these people through the call
ing of Abraham, the deliverance from 
Egypt, the giving of the ten command
ments on Mount Sinai, and finally up to 
the teaching of David. Stephen concludes 
his sermon " .•. Y e stiffnecked and uncir
cumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, 
so do ye." Stephen told the story of Israel, 
and applied their history to the priests and 
their followers. 

Pattison, in his book, The Making of the 
Sermon, states that historical usage has 
almost everything to urge in commenda
tion of the expositorical method of preach
ing. He goes on to say that expository 
preaching was the method used in the 
Jewish synagogues, and that the early 
converts brought it from the synagogues to 
the meeting of the church. He writes, "In 
the second century Justin Martyr says 
that the portion of Scriptures read in the 
public service was followed by addresses 
upon it; Chrysostum, two hundred years 
later, complains of his audience because 
while he is expounding the Bible their eyes 
are turned to the man who was lighting 
the lamps." 

This is in keeping with the words of 
Luke as recorded in chapter four of his 
gospel. Speaking of the customs of Jesus, 
". • • and as his custom was, he went into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
stood up for to read. And there delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it is written, 'The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor:' . . • And he began to say 
unto them, 'This day is this scripture ful
filled in your ears.' " 

Expository preaching leads to a new 
method of studying the Scriptures. Breth
ren become dissatisfied with inferior pul
pit work but are keen in their appreciation 
of the best. The more ways that a preacher 
can put the scriptures in front of the 
congregation the better. Dean Brown, of 
Yale Divinity School, in the Art of Preach
ing says: "I am a firm believer in the 
val~e of expository preaching, ... it has 
the historical warrant of being apostolic 
... It ensures a more thorough knowledge 
of the Bible on the part of the preacher 
himself, and also develops a more thor
ough knowledge of the Bible on the part 
of the people.'' 

The very fact that people today do not 
know the Scriptures as well as those in 
prior years is a good indication that some
thing is needed. This writer has conducted 
several Biblical tests in places where he 
has preached trying to establish the extent 
and basis of the congregational knowledge 
of the Scriptures. From these studies one 
thing is evident. There has been a failure 
somewhere in stressing the importance of 

the Scriptures. In a simple "first princi
ples" test covering questions dealing with 
the "steps" of salvation and the "acts" of 
worship only 25% could make a passing 
grade of 60%. Only 7% made 75% or 
better. 

Not only will expository preaching lead 
to a more scripturally inclined membership 
it will also lead to a more fully developed 
minister. Pattison adds, "To the preacher 
himself, I need scarcely add, expository 
preaching is of incalculable service. It 
gives him the relief of variety in sermon 
work; it enriches him with texts which he 
lays aside for his other sermons; it af
fords him an opportunity to deal with 
delicate themes; and it saves him from the 
anxiety of wondering, when one Sunday is 
safely surmounted, what Scripture he is to 
preach on when the next Sunday comes 
aroul)d." 

Robert Kirkpatrick, in his book, The 
Creative Delivery of Se1·mons, states that 
one of the most apparent characteristics of 
expression in nature is that it always 
operates from within emanating outward. 
The minister, who wants the story of 
"Jesus and him crucified" to flow out like 
beautiful words of expression coming 
from God's spokesman, must first feel the 
expression within himself. Expository 
preaching, if developed correctly, can de
velop these feelings of expression from 
within. 

The expository method of preaching will 
also give variety to each Sunday's lesson. 
Harold E. Knott says, "Exposition enables 
one to be the most natural in the pulpit. 
It develops ease, freedom and where there 
is an understanding of the right principle 
of public speaking, should lead to graceful
ness of gestures." Through the use of this 
method one can most easily adopt the 
conversational style, which is the most 
interesting, the most effective, and the 
one which never tires the hearers. 

To say that you will be a success just 
because you decide to use the expository 
method in preaching would be quite an 
overstatement. If the preacher is not com
pletely devoted to the faith of God's Word, 
he will have great trouble using the ex
pository method. 

In the second place, in order to use the 
expository method one must train himself 
in logical process. He must decide where 
to place emphasis and where not to place 
emphasis. Pattison put it this way, "Do 
not spend half an hour over a parti.cle, 
hewing out for yourself some exegetical 
cistern that holds no water, while forsak
ing the fountain of living water for 
which the people are athirst." 

To say that the only effective m~thod 
of preaching is that of the expository 
method would be incorrect, but to say that 
expository preaching is not an effective 
tool would also be incorrect. It is the 
opinion of this writer that expository ser
mons, preached effectively will bring 
people closer to the Cross where the Blood 
of Jesus Christ can cleanse their souls. 
Eastside church · of Christ, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado 



TWO HUNDRED NI NETY BAPTIZED 
I N TWO MONTHS 

Ted D. Lingren 

The months of December and J anuary 
were g reat month s for the cause of Christ 
in N. E. Thailand. Bro. L. D. Willis and 
I had spent these months teaching the 
Bible in our four Bible training schools in 
N. E. Thailand. 

Twenty-nine thousand dollars were 
spent to help the Lao refugees and N. E. 
Thailand bretheren. Vitamins, Bibles, Thai 
songbooks, blankets, clothes, sweaters, and 
many other items wer e purchased to help 
prepare them physically and spirituall y. 

God provided us with a great harvest of 
souls. All 'because om· 12 province leaders 
and some 40 village leaders had been 
teaching the Bible daily, we e>.:-perienced 
290 souls added to the Lord's body. Bro. 
and Sis . Dorman, Stockton, California, 
labored one month in the Lao refugee 
camp where 198 souls were added to the 
Lord's body. 
3509 Boxdale, Memphis, Tennessee 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY O~RECT 

FOR rREE CATALOGS CALLlOLtrREE 

1·800·527·8438 • 
TEm CAll C0ll£Cl214.516·1504 

OR WRITE 

• SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS, INC. 
.. BOX 1308 ··JACKSONVILLE. TX 75?66 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Min isterial Program 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director-3728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 70410 

1-806-702-5101 

Come W ith Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3 , 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Hard ing Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 
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Dear S ir. 

An tioch, Cal. 94509 
March 5, 1981 

67 j' <'ars I've taken this paper and I am 
87 years old. I can't do without it. 

Yours Truly 
I'm renewing my s ub. This will make Mrs . Brown Smith 

CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED 
Y ouug Christia11 school w ith child care (age 2 and 'up) through 
grade 8 needs teachers for 1981-1982. Perfect for exfJerienced 
teachers w ishing to teach in a Christian environment . Be(wtiful 
semi-tropical climate in South Texas. 

M. Rydl, Administrator 
VALLEY CH RISTIAN HERITAGE SCHOOL 

P.O. Box 743- Pharr, T exas 78577 
(5 12) 787-9743 or (512) 787-8445 nights 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Life Begins at '39" 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, 
5 miles north of Madill, Oklahoma. 

May 13-16 
Bill Wiley, Director 

Theme: What a Fellowsh ip 

Speakers: 
Wednesday 

VIRGI L BENTLEY 
Our call to Christian Fellowship 

Thursday 
JOHN SHERO 

Fel lowship and Discipline 
VIRG IL BENTLEY 

Our Life Together 
Friday 

LOYD CONNEL 
Fellowship in the GospPI 

VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Fellowship around the Th rone 

Saturday 
J.D. WALKER 

Blessed Be the Tie 
Emphasis on Singing with Paul Epps, Songleader 

Alan Bennett , Resident Camp Manager 
3 nights lodging, 8 meals for on ly $25.00 per person. 

For more information and applications, contact "39 Camp, " 
Pettijo~n Springs Christian Camp, Route 1, Box 420, 

Mad1l l, Oklahoma 73446, or cal l 405/795-5015 
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BOOZE-TilE FAMILY DESTROYER 

(Continued from page 3) 

the sinner. Often they are not aware of 
what the Lord says about forgiving s ins! 

Guilt, remorse, forgiveness, bad health, 
no money, etc. All these have to be dealt 
with now, today! So we need to realize 
it is one thing ctt a time, one day at a 
time. I didn't get this way overnight, it 
took a long time to get there, and it takes 
the same thing to learn how to get well and 
start this new life in Christ. 

Wit h t.he aid of many comprehensive 
programs dealing with alcohol and drugs 
we can help many win t he battle of the 
bott le!! Progmms are not enough in 
themselves, without dedicated people in the 
trenches. AfLer sobriety is achieved, there 
must be a maintenance program estab
lished and rigidly kept. I do not r ecall one 
of my recovering alcoholic or drug abusing 
friends that ever had a ny degree of suc
cess in staying clean, that didn't have a 
deep, working, personal relationship with 
t he Lord, not one! 

When I finally lcm·ned how not to 
drink, I turned my life over to God. 

With God on my side and much sincere 
prayer, I do not have t.o drink today for 
any reason at all, for as Paul quoted, "I 
can do all things through Christ, which 
strengthens me." 

The newness of life I find in Christ is 
mine, and it is free and I love it! Our 
God is love, and h is love overcomes all the 
world ly problems we cr eate for ourselves. 
I do not want. to live as I did at one t ime 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hond regula rly a supply of 
fresh, pure, un leavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-Gil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACIDNG 

4400 KniJ?hC Arnold Road 
Memphts, Tenn. 38118 
R oy ) . Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

a nd app lication. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTAB LISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

THE HEADWATERS OF 
CllHISTIANITY 

(Continued from page 8) 

as a drunkard that just abused every
one and everything, and with God 's g ra
cious goodness, Christian friends, pa
tience and determination, I really have no 
need to. Thank yot£, Jesus!. 

1021 12tah St., Huntsville, TX 77340 

cuses, "I just can't. talk to people," or "I 
don't have the ability to teach" would 
sound to God, in light of t.his brother . 

Wendell Winkler, 340 Mayfair Dr, 
Hurst, Texas 76053, March 5, 1981 : For 
t.he past t wo years, it has been our privi
lege to serve both as t.he pulpi t evangelist 
at Brown Trail as well as director of the 
Brown Tra il School of Preaching. Begin
ning in July of this year, I will be dedi
cating my fulltime t.o directing the school 
of preaching as well as teaching more in 
the school. Recently, i•. has been our privi
lege to be in meetings in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi and Cameron, T exas . Wi thin 
the next few weeks, we will be with the 
church in Silverton, T exas, ;\[anitowoc, 
Wisconsin, and Paragould, Arkansas. 

Secondly, opportunities abound to learn 
how to bellet· r each the lost.. Lectureships, 
soul wi nning wo1·kshops, evangelism semi
nars are all n g reat way to pt·epare your
self for the Christian 's task. Your local 
preacher , if he is 11 preacher at all will 
be involved in soul win ning, and training 
others to win souls. li e can help you learn 
how to lead the lost. to salvation in Christ. 

Her e we si t. at the headwaters of Chris
t ianity-the pure g-oRpel-and watch the 
myriads of people drinking from the pol
luted , stinking waters of denominational
ism. Surely, /fOil will go and carry the pure 
water to them and help them drink deeply. 
Won't you please? 
Apto. 3003, Balboa , Panama 

EARN 121/4°k UP TO 
13% ON YOUR SAVINGS! 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center 
in Dallas, Texas. Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood 

Village in Fort Worth. Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc .. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 

the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

12%% interest (1982-1984), 12%% interest (1985-
1987), 123~% interest (1988-1990), 13% interest 

(1991-1994) paid semi-annually 
BONDS DATED APRIL 1, 1981 

Th•s advewsemenl rs ne•tner an otter to sen nor a sohC11at1on ot otters to buy any or lhese bOnds 
The orreung •s made only by the Prospectus -----------------------------PAYING AGENT- REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK 

P. 0. BOX 5961 . DALLAS. TEXAS 75222 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
CHRISTIAN CARE CENTERS. INC. 
Box 28908 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75228 PHONE - (214) 270-7583 or 
George D. Tipps 
301 Highwoods Trail 
Fort Worth. Texas 761 12 PHONE- (81 7) 457-4455 
FOR PROSPECTUS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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CAMBRIDGE CAMPAIGN 

The Eastwood church in El Paso will 
take the lead in conducting a "Campaign 
For Christ" in the city of Cambridge, 
England, July 1-20, 1981. 

Cambridge is a city of 100,000 souls 
with an additional 10,000 university popu
lation. Lloyd Mansfield, under the di
rection ·of the Eastwood church, is now 
moving to Cambridge to establish the 
Lord's work in that city. 

School teachers, college students, mature 
teenagers, reitred couples, preachers and 
any other faithful Christian can make an 
invaluable contribution to world evan
gelism by committing to this effort. For 
more information write Richard Hale, 
10104 Album Ave., El Paso, Texas 79925. 

ernplocYees 
Of: 

cba~cnes OJ= cbRfs't 
lnsa~ance g~oap • ~~;! ••• 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefds For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% 9f the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . .. . . . . . . • .. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. . .. .. . .. . .. . $300.00 

~FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ...... $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. . .. . • .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1· 713·376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training 
• Accredited Faculty 

• Scholarships Available 
(Including BEOGJ 

• 185,000 volume Ubrary • State Ucensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facilities 

• 1200 Periodicals 
• University Level Study 

• University credit available upon completion 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Ed Sanden, Director Joe D. jones, Aut. Olrec:tor 

~ 
\W 

Harding University, Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 

~outbtasttrn 
JSiblital 
3Jnstitutt 

offers 
4 year preacher and teac.ner train_ing 

earn a 
Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 

under highly qualified teachers 
Tuition free-Approved for VA be:nefits 

Next semester begins August 1 7, l 981 
For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 

(404) 458·7631 
3545 Chestnut Drive 

Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

$95.00 

June 14-19, 1981 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 

{817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 14, 1981 



Paul S. Gray, 613 Dale A venue, Clarks
bul·g, W.V. 26301, March 12th: I will be in 
my fifth meeting at Washington Street, 
Fairview, W. Va. April 20th to 26th; and 
in my seventh meeting at Wileyville in 
Wetzel County May lOth to 17th. 

Bob Hendren will be here at Central in 
a meeting April 26th to 29th and V. E. 
Howard is scheduled for a meeting here 
October 4th to 8th. One has been baptized 
and three restored here recently. Our daily 
radio program continues on WPDX at 750 
on the AM dial and 104.9 on the FM dial. 
It is heard at 10:45 A.M. weekdays and at 
8:30 on Sunday morning. 

Jake Coppinger, 416 N. Lincoln, Santa 
Maria, Ca. 93454: Our Third West Afri
can Campaign is falling into place, and 
we will be taking teams into Ghana and 
Nigeria. Our itinerary is already enroute 
to 20 to 30 thousand World Bible School 
students who will meet us at various loca
tions. We plan to sign up 20,000 new stu
dents. Right now you should send our 
itinerary to your WBS students. If you do 
not have access to a copy write us. With 
God's help we will follow through. 

Dennis L. Moss, 2200 Whippoorwill Way, 
Clovis, NM, March 13, 1981: After spend
ing another winter in NM helping with 
Bible classes, at Sixteenth & Pile, our local 
sponsoring Congregation, and doing sup
ply preaching in Texas and NM, and 
spending three weeks in S. California, 
Wilma and I plan to leave March 25th 
for our nineteeth: y_ear of loca1 and mission 

MISSION WORK IN IRELAND 

Native Irish Family· 
returning to Ireland after studies 

at 
·Sunset School of Preaching 

to 
begin work with church 

in Dublin 

Interested in supporting the work? 

Contact 
David & Sally Dunn 

_ 4424 A 36th St., Lubbock, Tx. 79414 
1·806-796-1123 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

work in WV. This will be our third year 
at Millwood. The new building is located 
at the crossroads of route 2 and 33 in 
Mount Alto about half way between Point 
Pleasant and Ravenswood. 

r._.. ________ _..._... __________ ._.._ 
~ PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. [ Our address for the summer is Route 1, 

Box 156, Cottageville, WV 25262. Our 
phone 304-372-4308. Would be glad to hear 
from our friends. 

J BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. ~ 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 J 
' Waco, TX 76705 817·799·5926 ~ 
....,..~...,.. ......... ...,.. ........ ~~~~ ........ ..,.....,..~ 

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
PERSONNEL NEEDED 

Instructor of Secretarial Science to teach typing, business 
machines, data processing, and office administration. Mas
ters degree required. Salary competitive. Contact Dr. Bailey 
McBride, Academic Dean, 405-478-1661 ext. 440. 
Freshman Counselor with recent Master's Degree in Coun
seling and Career Counseling emphasis. Contact Dr. 
Richard Mock, Jr., Dean of Campus Life, 405-478-1661 
ext. 333. 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, OK 73111 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

BEST CHRISTIAN CAMPING 
IN THE WORLD 

SCHEDULE FOR 1981 CAMP SESSIONS 
FOR BAN DINA CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 

SESSION DATE DIRECTOR 

MAY 31-JUNE 6 ................................ GUS WHITE 
P.O. Drawer E, 1010 7th St., Texas City, Texas 77590 

JUNE 7·13 .............................. GUY ORBISON, JR. 
P.O. Box 2175, Brownsville, Texas 78520 

JUNE 14-20 ................................ CECIL HUTSON 
P.O. Box 688, Angleton, Texas 77515 

JUNE 21-27 BILLY HARLOW 
. is5o ·s~. ·w. vi. white. fio~ci. s~~ Ant~nio: -Te~~s·7a22o 

JUNE 28-JULY 4 ............................... DAVID CUDD 
4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 

JULY 5-11 ............................... ARCHIE WALDRUM 
P.O. Box 1228, Alice, Texas 78332 

JULY 12-18 BILL GILLELAND 
· · · · · 9617 \Nilki~~. c~rp~s· Ch~i~ti. i-~x~~ J84io' · · 

JULY 19-25 ................................... C. D. DAVIS 
508 Northwood Drive, Conroe, Texas 77303 

JULY 26-AUGUST 1 ......................... CARY BRANSCUM 
16318 San Pedro, San Antonio, Texas 73618 

AUGUST 2"8 ..... M~r~tt~ Ro.ute: sa·n ·A~geio: i-e·x~s· 1·9so1 .. - DR. ED HUSTON 

AUGUST 9-15 ................................. BILL PARTIN 
· 101 Wildrose, Baytown, Texas 77520, Phone: 713-422-5049; Home: 713·424-1877 

·SEPTEMBER 4, 5, 6· ...... _ .... (Labor Day week-end family retreat) 
Fred Allen, 5252 South Alameda, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412 

SEPTEMBER 27-0CTOBER 3 ............ - . (Golden Agers Retreat) 
Buck Griffith, 4420 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 

Select the week you prefer. Write the director._ All teachers and counselors .are 
dedicated Christians. You may also contact Arch1e Waldrum, P.O. Box 1228, Ahce, 
Texas 78332. 

BANDINA CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 
LOCATED ON THE BEAUTIFUL MEDINA RIVER IN THE HILL COUNTRY NEAR 

BANDERA, TEXAS. 
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RALPH PERRY SURVEYS THE 
NIGERIAN CHURCH 

Ralph Perry, who has been in America 
for a few weeks, returned to Nigeria on 
March 15th. He has made two trips to 
Nigeria in the past year to survey the 
work being done by World Bible School. 
He has visited churches and church leaders 
in every state of Nigeria on behalf of the 
correspondence course follow-up work. The 
only state in which he did not find at least 
one church was Gongola. 

He has gathered information on location 
of churches, men able to follow up, and 
willing to do so, and to encourage scat
tered chu1·ches. The Webb Chapel church 
in Dallas -and the Sunset church in Lub
bock are putting the information together 
for WBS teachers. 

Close to thirty congregations have been 
established and thousands converted 
through WBS in Nigeria. Today there are 
more than 1000 Churches of Christ in Ni-
geria. 

---,o~--

THIRD ANNUAL I-ACT SEMINAR ON 
CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS SET 

FOR MAY 5-6 
Tennessee Bible College plans to conduct 

annually a seminar which deals with some 
of the most crucial current issues in the 
confrontation between the Lord's church 
and the skeptical world. 

Speakers for the seminar are: Mac 
Deaver, Roy Deaver, Ralph Gilmore, Jerry 
Gross, Danny Lamb, Maurice Lusk, Pat 
McGee, Eddie Miller, Rolland Pack, Jackie 
Stearsman, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, 
and Thomas B. Warren. 

For further information write to: 
Thomas B. Warren 

Tennessee Bible College 
P. 0. Box 865 

Cookeville, Tennessee 38501 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/94 7-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Clwist 
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1980 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1979 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
'vritten during the year. Only a limited number ba.ve been bound. Get 
yours while they are a.vaila.ble. Price $12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1978 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 

Don't 
Miss it! 

Great 
opportunity 

to grow! 

First Annual Texoma 

Elders Seminar 
April25, 198l -Saturday from 9:00 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
421 Maxwell Ave. 

Ardmore, Oklahoma 

"Exclusively for Elders and Tl:~eir Wives." 

SPEAKERS: 

Reuel Lemmons - Cline Paden 

Bailey McBride- W. A. Harrison 

A seminar for Elders, By Elders, On Eldering. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 14, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also oti1er 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptlonal Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7 :O:l~P:..:..M~. =-==-::-=-:::---== 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of ChriJ~t, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CBATHA.ltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY ARE.& SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublla Road 

Pleasanton, Callfoi'Dia 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND----oF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle. Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We ".till contact 
them. 
SERM""o"=N-=:s=--=F=R=o":"M:-:S::::U:":'N=s-;:;E:=T~o-n--:::9":""0-m-;-in:-:u-:-:;te:-::-=ca=-=s=s::;et:::te 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER:TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Wr1te for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School o! 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
R=--E=L=-I=-:G:::-::I:-o:O,-:U=:S::--::B::-::0::-::0::-:K;;-S;::---;BOUGHT. Way~e Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

EVANSVILLE, IND •• Llt05 E, Mor~n .&ve., 
U.S. 460 EaRt Oppo1dte K-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1· 
52'11. Bobby Wnde, Mia. 4'16-40156. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 2ith Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
7 44-8012/0581. 
YUIUA, ARIZ., O:il W. ::Sth St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
house!larents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
}JenseR, medical insurance, reti.r~ment. insuran.ce, 
vacation and days off. For add•t•onal mformabon 
and atlplicntion forms C'ontact Joe H. Booth, Sr .• 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 
YOUNG PREACHER looking for position in Oregon 
or Wnshinlrt;on. Contact Dale Stnng, Rox 116, 
Worth Lane, Hamilton, Montana 59840. 1-406-363-
1717. 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for sale--New Rear 
End-60 Pnssenger-$3,000. Contact: Mobberly 
Church of Christ, 1303 Mobberly Ave., Longview, 
1'e:xas 75602, Phone 214/758-2787. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
. CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord! Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should t>ossess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Announcing: ~ ministry to troubled congt•egations. 
Charles E. Graham, M.D. nnnounces a consultation 
program for ti·oubled congregations that have the 
following type of lll"oblems: 1. Church sJllits. 2. 
Elder disagreements. 3. Advise on handling the 
business of congregations that have no elders, 4. 
Budget planning. 5. Preacher selection. 6. Employee 
evaluation. 7. Church discipline. 8. Church mergers. 
For a free brochure or further information call 
214-369-4361 or write P.O. Box 1985, Richardson, 
Texas 75080." 

GOLDEN RULE REALTY 
(Over 100 Agents-4 Offices) 

Southern CalHornia or anywhere in the U.S.; we'll 
put you in contact with ethical, Christian Realtors. 
Call collect 213-365-:1425, Frank "Doc" Holladay, 
Golden Rule Realty, 10642 SeJmlveda Blvd., Mission 
Hills, CA 91345. Christian Realtors-please send me 
a card if you want to coopemte. Also, Teachers 
needed for Ch1·istian school, K-12, 213-365-3425. 
Wunted: Youth Minister for full-time wm·k by con
gregation of 300 members. ·we are a'Ctive in bus 
ministl·y and mission work with OllllOrtunities for 
rapid growth. We desi1·e a sound young married 
man, capable of planning and leading. Should be 
able to fill in for regular minister when be is away 
at meetings or on vacation. Support open. Send 
resume to: Elders, Highlands Hills Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 23123, San Antonio, Texas 78223. 

Minister Needed 
Congregation of 50-60 Jleople, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished. A 
man mature in the gospel is needed. No elders at 
lll'esent time. Would accept an older couple or fami
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Plain Bible preacher desires to serve as minister or 
nssociate minister. Salary range $325 a week. 31 
years old, married with two sons. 10 years full time 
experience. Available July 15. Bubba Phillips, P. 0. 
Box 523, La Grange, Texas 78945. 713-968-6158. 

Minister Wanted 
Mature, Experienced man, 35-50, effective preacher 
and personal worker. Salary open, Three bedroom 
new house, utilities, lf:l social security. Town 17,000 
growing, membership 80, growing, Church at peace, 
no bobbies. Send resume to elders, Sheridan Church 
of Christ, 1769 Big Horn Ave., Sheridan, Wy. 82801. 
Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, married man 
in or near middle age for small congregation neur 
Lake of the Ozarks. Average attendance 25-30. 
Write to Versailles Church of Christ, Highway 5, 
South Versailles, Mo. 65084 or call 314-377-2337. 
WANTED: Gospel preacher who will work under 
the Elcle1·s at Elm & Hudson for a trial pet·iod and 
then will be sent into the mission field of our 
ehoosing, somewhere in the U.S. Requirements: 
Approx. 35-40 yrs. old ; preaching 5-10 yrs. ; Mar
ried; wife able to teach. Snlary: negotiable. Sent 
resume to: Elders. Elm & Hudson Church of Christ, 
Box 325. Altus, Oklahoma 73521. 
FOR SALE: A. B. Dick Electronic Stencil Cutter. 
A great time saver. $295. Ron Henson, Black Oak, 
AZ. 72414. (501) 486-2615. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for 1\lel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REAI.TORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
MINISTER WANTED. D:vnamic congregation with 
about 175 members, no elders, desires experienced. 
mature, and sound in the faith preacher. Located 
near Fort HuaC'huca Army Bnse with modern facili
ty. newer home, and fringe benefits. Send rel'lume, 
!'Ierman tanes. photo, nnd referenC'es to Village 
Meadows Church of Christ, P.O. Box 682, Sierra 
Vi~ta, AZ 85635. 

Older mnn, with or without family is needed for 
mission wo1·k in New Zealand. The ideal I>erson 
would be in his 50's or 60's in very active shape 
and with a great love of people and an urgent desire 
to become involved in the everyday lives of needy 
Ileotlle. He would join a New Zealand and an 
American family in this endeavor. Commitment is 
for a minimum of 3 yrs. Financial support is not 
immediately available but could be arranged for an 
industrious worker. Please write with details to: 
Peter Lord, 1409 E. Moore, Searcy, Ark. 72143. 
Against Manner or Mode is a booklet teaching 
n~:ainst the tract; titled, "How the Holy Spirit 
Dwells in the Christian," and refuting the Pente
costal idea of filling the Christian with the Holy 
Spirit after baptism. Order from James A. Jones, 
R. 4, Box 57-A, Jackson, Tn. 38301. Price $1.50. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l'are staff. (Chl"istian couples.) Good puy and bene
fit:;. If inte1·ested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dh·eetor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
SAVE ON CHURCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
through new property insurance program for Texas 
congregations. 25% Dividend. For more information 
contact Ben F. See, 1734 S. Clack, Suite F, Abilene, 
Texas 79605. (915) 692-5085. Agents welcome. 

A Firm Foundation subscription makes a 
wonderful blrthday or anniversary ~1ft. 

I~CLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Fonadatlon 
tries to screen ndvertt11lng, nnd will nof 
kaowlngl7 toke questionable advertising. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to In• 
vestlgute. Like nn7 other paper, '"e some
times unwlttlngl7 run na unworth7 nd. 
As the old sn7lng goes, before 700 Invest, 
lavestla:atel 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 22-25 
Inspirational lecture series combined with 
tours to historical and cultural sites in the 
Philadelphia area. Great Christian 
fellowship and reasonable costs on the 
campus of Northeastern Christian Junior 
College. 

Theme: "Jesus, the 
Great I Am" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

J.M. Powell 
J. Harold Thomas 
W.A. Harrison 

Phillip Morrison 
Lany Roberts 
Bill Doniety 

. Jerry Hill 
W.E. Albright 

Greg Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Becker 
Elza Huffard 
Charles Chandler 

r·--------------····----···-----····• 
Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address 
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THE WORK OF THE CHURCH IN THE TEXAS PRISON SYSTEM is a 
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places whore criminals arc incarseratcd. Pictured here is the force that 
works with the Texas System: L to R: Dale Ward, Huntsville ministe r, 
J ohnny Jackson, Sugarland Minister, Ray King, Huntsville Elde r, Cecil 
McKee, Chaplain Wayne Unit, Levi Gentry, Huntsville Elder, Ron Good· 
man, Huntsville Prison Ministe r, Lanier Stevens, Midway Minister, and 
Perry Barnes, a teache r at Wayne Unit. These are not all who are con
nected with the Texas Prison ministry of Churches of Christ, but arc key 
personal in tho Huntsvill e and Sugarland units. 
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A Vacuum To Fill 
Never in all history has the church faced a more 

difficult climate, especially in trying to reach t he youth 
of t he land. And wit h the youth of the land is where the 
hope of the church lies. 

The failure of t he secular home, coupled with the 
psychological vacuum of our immoral society presents 
young people with an almost unsurmountable problem. 
This is one of the r easons why cults f lourish, and young 
people blindly follow any guru who comes along. The 
failures of Christian parents, and, yes, of the church, 
to f ill a lonesome spot in the lives of our young people 
have resulted in a serious defection. We have tried to 
hold t hem with parties, enter tainment and youth min
isters to baby-sit t hem, and t hat is not what they need. 
They are hungry for something else which t hey are not 
getting. 

If entertainment and organized act ivities could fill the 
vacuum we could provide t hat and lay our fears to r est, 
but these t hings will not suffice. A technological revolu
~ion has given us pretty much of a material utopia, but 
1t has also given us a spiri tual desert. It has dehuman
ized life to the point where mechanics substitute for 
inner values, and faith in t he r eal value of life has 
collapsed. 

Young people have been hurting for a long time. In 
t his crisis-r idden wo rld t hey hunger and thirst after 
something t he church is not providing. Neither ar e par
ents providing it . They need meat to eat that the world 
knows not of. All t hey are getting is the meat t he world 
knows all about. 

Spiritual alienation is t he result of our t rying to meet 
the needs of youth with the same things t he world can 
beat us in offering. They ar e fed up on appeals to their 
want-to's ; they are hungr y fo r ought-to's. We are hung 
up on progr ams and or ganization while our real min
istr y is being neglected. Youth had much rather be 
taught how to live like Jesus t ha n to be invited to an
other party. 

We feel that youth is often shor tchanged even on 
conversion. Most of our s are reared in t he church and 
are baptized almost as a matter of course. This process 
we a.r e convinced is very different fr om a genuine con~ 
versiOn. Why are they not really conver ted? Maybe it is 
because t he church is a moonlight-pale reflection of t he 
glory of Jesus Christ . We have taken Christianity so 
matter-of-fact t here is no inspi ration to commitment 
set before the growing children. 

Our own empty sotils are often reflected in our chil-
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dren. We have gotten too old to fall for some cult leader, 
but t hey haven't. And they do. We scr eam, "Why! Oh 
why?," as if we didn't know. The spiri tual vacuum sug
gests the fact that the church, and parents, have ne
glected young people's needs. We are pr e-occupied with 
secularism while we have let our real ministry go. 
Young people who ha,·e lost contact with a caring 
church or concerned parents have drifted away. While 
we were busy here and there t hey got away. 

If Christians do not have a clear concept about God, 
man and t he univer se which they can impart to their 
childr en, t hey should not be sur prised when t he children 
develop twisted concepts about salvation or their r e
sponsibility to t he church. We are well versed in every
thing except t he Bible it seems, but in basic Bible doc
t rine we have become less sure of ourselves, and we no 
longer trust our abili ty to transmit what we do know to 
our children. A vacuum is developing in basic Bible 
knowledge-a vacu um that will be f illed with some
thing else. Our hope lies in our willingness to try to do 
something about it before some less Christian philoso
phy occupies the swept and ga rnished room. 

There is much less understanding today about goals 
in life and the legitimate means of attaining them. 
Frustration and a nger ar e the marks of t he age. A gen
eration saturated in t hings is withering in its soul. If 
someone doesn't throw out the lifeline it may drown in 
its own despondency. 

Basically t he problem is a religious one. People live 
by faith. They walk by faith . And where there is little 
faith t hey stagger. What have we given our children 
either by teaching or by example, t hat would mak~ 
t heir fait h str ong ? If we do not set for them a pattern 
of good works, where will t hey get their role models? 
If we do not demonstrate an unfaltering faith can we 
fault them if t hey have none? Unless we can show them 
a cause worth living fo r, and, if necessary, dying for, 
t hey may fal l for the f irst cultish leader who comes 
along. 

We do not fill a vacuum by wishing. We don't even 
fi ll it by pray ing. The only way we can fill it is by dis
placing it with faith and works in such quantities and 
of such quality that t he ver y experience will produce 
commitment in t he hear ts of t hose who see it and those 
who experience it . 

F ITDI 1~0 XOA'l'I Ol'i 
rtcnt"1 l.t"nuu c~ns . F.tl l to r 

V ol ume 98 ( USPG 191 -129 ) Num•>CI' IG 

. Published ~'·eekly ~xcept tho lnst Tuesdny in Decemb« by the Firm Foundn
Loon Publlshon~: Hou.se, 3110 Gundnlupe Str eet, Austin, Texas. Second Clnu 
Post.ag~ pnld nt Auston , Texns. 

!\tAILI NG ADDRESS 
Post Office Box 610, Austin, Texu 78767 

• T ERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Songle subscription •. $10.00 I)Cr yenr. Club rate, $9.00 p~r yeo.r in clubs o! !ive 
o r mohe. Cong regntoonnl rn~. SG.OO per !nmily per y~nr. Foreign aubscri ption 
F.''pn~. o dnte on you r nddreas l:lbel ahows the time to which your subscriptio~ 

BUNDLE RATES 
ln bundles of ten o 1· more conictt sent to one address : sixteen c~nts J:>e1• copy. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- .APRIL 21, 198' 



Brother of the King! 
LYLE BONNER 

I am a brother of the King! And so are you, if you are a 
Christian. And this is true even though our material assets and 
ways of making a living might not show it. We may be "only" a 
carpenter, clerk, printer, salesman, bus driver; we might be 
having a hard time paying our bills; and be thought by the com
munity not to "amount to very much." The scripture says that or
dinary human beings, when they put on Christ by being baptized 
into him become children of God by faith. As Jesus is God's son, 
then when we become children of God we become his brothers and 
sisters. 

Jesus is King. Even when he was on earth the people knew he 
was not an ordinary man. Nicodemus told him that they knew he 
was a teacher come from God. Soldiers sent by the rulers of the 
Jews to arrest him carne back without having done so, explaining 
their failures by saying, "Never man spake like this man." John 
6:15 tells of a multitude wanting to make him king. But Jesus 
would not go along with their plans; he didn't want a throne in 
Jerusalem or Rome. He told Pilate that his kingdom was not of 
this world. Nevertheless, when he was crucified Pilate had a no
tice put on his cross saying that he was the king of the Jews. His 
words and .deeds; and the Father's words, at his baptism and the 
transfiguration, prove his identity. In the book Daniel wrote, he 
forsaw Jesus being given dominion, kingdom, and glory; a king
dom which should never pass away or be destroyed. Before his 
crucifixion and resurrection all he had done had been in his 
Father's name; but after his resurrection he said all power in 
heaven and earth had been givn to him. He now has a name above 
all names and is far above all other rule, authority, and power. 

Jesus' disciples are members of his family, as we have already 
noted. That means you are, if you have been baptized into him, 
and if you really do the will of God. The will of God for modern 
man is whatever he has said to us through Jesus (Heb. 1:1-2). 
And Hebrews 2:12 says he is not ashamed to call any of the sons 
of God his brethren. Your high position may not be known, rec
ognized, or admitted by the world, by society, at present; but day 
will come when the sons of God shall be manifested. 

Now let's do some thinking about members of a royal family. 
The members of that family may be quite .different in physical 
appearance but it is normally to be expected that they will all 
have some of the same traits of character, some of the same 
qualities as the king. It is expected that they will uphold the 
family name and honor. They will do· these things by their per
sonal conduct, and by their opposition to all disrespect for the 
king or his laws. They have a higher position and greater privi
leges than others do, but these also carry greater responsibilities. 
There is an old French expression that expresses this thought, 
"Noblesse oblige." This means that rank and privilege impose an 
obligation. More is expected of those of royal birth or position 
than is of others. So-if we claim to be a part of his family the 
world has a right to expect more of us. People are sometimes de
scribed as: "He's a prince," or, "She's a princess." This is a great 
compliment indicating that those so described are recognized as 
being generous and of high principles. So it is then, that all 
Christians, princes and princesses, should really try to be worthy 
of such description. 

Brother of the King! This doesn't mean that any of us are in 
the line of succession, that any of us will ever sit on the throne. 
And there is no authority given us except in specific fields; as 
parents, elders, preachers, etc., with what authority we have 
specifically designated in the Word. But as part of the family of 
the king, our mission in the world is to represent our Brother. 
We represent him when we try to get men to obey the laws he 
has given; when we urge them to come to him for redemption 
from sin. In doing this we have to cope with ignorance, stupidity, 
weakness, and stubbornness. But the difficulty of persuading 
them to act gives us no liberty to assent to any change in his 
rules, any additions to them, or subtractions from them. 

As we try to get men to obey the divine rule we will never do 
it by force-for he never did while he was here. We will teach 
when we have opportunity. We will try to create helpful con
ditions so that the word may have free course. We will encourage 
and persuade others to follow him. 

We can represent him by being as helpful to others as possible; 
with a helpful hand or comforting arm. If we had become related 
to Jesus simply by a physical birth over which we had no control 
we might, with some justification, feel that we had little or no 
responsibility. But before we were born of water and spirit into 
the kingdom of God we acknowledged Jesus the Christ as our 
king. We become Christians with the full knowledge of our ob
ligation to serve him. 

Say to yourself, "I am a prince, a brother of the king!" or "I'm 
a princess, a sister of the king!" Then we must hold ourselves to 
be above the kinds of activity in which many folks engage. On 
our job in the world, whatever it is, we v:ill be as efficient as 
possible, and conscientious. Shall we members of the royal family 
lie, steal, be envious, jealous, greedy, hold grudges, and back
bite? How will we act when we are reproached, reviled, insulted? 
Can we be heard saying mean, hateful, spiteful, things? We do 
need to watch ourselves, don't we? As to our relations with other 
princes and princesses, we will not be fighting for preeminence 
among them; that is, if we have the family spirit. Others in the 
family may have different ideas about how parts of our mutual 
work should be done. If their methods are in harmony with the 
Word that has been given us we will not oppose them. 

We must strive to be trustworthy and harmless. Also, we want 
to be a source of strength to others by our words, example, 
interest in them, and encouragement in everything good. As for 
ourselves; we can find strength to do what is needful. If we 
truly dedicate ourselves to the service of our Lord we may well 
find ourselves saying, as Paul did, "I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me." 

We, as brothers and sisters of the king, have three motives to 
bring about the type of conduct we have been discussing. First
there is loyalty to the King, who is our brother. Second-there 
is consideration for other members of the family, shown in 
brotherly kindness and charity. Third-there is the matter of 
walking worthy of our calling. 

841 Stapp Road, McKinleyville, Cal. 95521 
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Tennesseans Buried in California Soil (2) 
JERRY RUSHFORD 

The Church of Christ in Woodland, California had its genesis 
in the fall of 1854 when Joshua Lawson preached a sermon before 
"a huge crowd" on the Shallhammer Ranch. According to one 
source : "lie continued to preach in groves and from place to 
place until a school house was built by the little community, and 
in this they held their services." 

That same fall, Lawson received word that a preacher in the 
Church of Christ, J. N. Pendegast of Kentucky, had recently ar
rived in the California mining country. lie wrote to Pendegast 
urging him to come to Woodland and hold a protracted meeting. 

When Joshua Lawson and J. N. Pendcgast met in Woodland 
in the late fall of 1854 it was the beginning of an eight year part
nership that would make a lasting impression on the growth and 
direction of the Restoration Movement in California. Together 
they sent for that veteran organizer of churches, Thomas Thomp
son, who assisted them in organizing a congregation of "about 
27" charter members. 

Pendcgast was so encouraged by the p1·ospccts in Woodland 
that he moved his family there in the spring of 1855. Lawson 
was just reaching his 51st bitthday when the 43 year old Pende
gast arrived that spring. They became partners in the gospel. 
One record says : "They labored together throughout the Sacra
mento Valley." The Church of Christ in Woodland became a 
radiating center in Yolo County and from it a number of church
es sprang up including Buckeye Flat, Knights Landing, Madison, 
Capay, Winters, Dunnigan and Sacramento. 

DUI·ing these years, J oshua Lawson earned the distinctive ap
pellation of "The Peace-1\Iaker." One historian says: "This title 
was given him because of his disposition and his ability to J·econ
cilc neighbors and brethr en. He was frequently called upon by 
neighboring churches to intervene in the interest of peace. He 
seldom failed on his heavenly mission." 

The Churches of Christ in California gathered statistics for 
the fi rst lime in 1860. At that time there were 27 congregations 
with a combined membership of 1,223. The three largest congre
gations were located at Woodland, Santa Rosa and Vacaville. 
Led by Joshua Lawson and J. N. Pendegast, the Woodland church 
was now "the most influential church in California." 

In the spring of 1860, the question of starting a Christian 
college in Woodland was first considered. A five-member Board 
of T rustees was selected to guide the destiny of this ambitious 
project, and Joshua Lawson was named Chainnan of the Board. 
An attractive three-story building was constructed on ten acres 
of land, and the name of Hesperian College was agreed upon. The 
inspiration for this name was derived from the Latin word 
"hesperia" which meant "the western land." 

On March 4, 1861, t he same day Abraham Lincoln was inau
guJ·at.cd as t he sixteenth President of the United States, llcs
pcrian College enrolled its first students. The Board of Trustees 
was cagc t· to commence instruction on that histotic occasion, al
though the building was not yet completed. Professor Oscar L. 
:'llatthews, a graduate of Alexander Campbell's Bethany College, 
was the board's choice to be the founding president of the college. 

It was not sut1H·ising to sec an open Holy Bible in the center 
of the official college seal. The college was founded by people 
who were committed to restoring the authority of the Bible in 
every sphere of life, and fr·orn the first day of instruction the 
Bible was the central text in the college cutTiculum. Prospective 
students 1·ead the following words in the college catalog: 

Believing that knowledge is powu, and that all power mis
directed is dangerous, the Faculty give their constant atten
tion to the moral training of the pupils. The exercises of each 
day arc introduced by r eading the Sacred Scriptures, s inging 
and prayers, together with t·emarks and questions upon chro
nology, evidences of Christianity, and the sublime morality of 
the Bible. 
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The monument over the graves or Joshua and Mary Lawson is 
loca ted near the entrance to the Woodland Cemetery. 

We offer no apology for introducing the Bible into our 
school. We believe it to be the great fountain of moral purity 
and of both civil and religious libe1·ty. Ii teaches that which 
no human science ever taught, or can leach, and that, too, 
which is of infinite value to the human r ace. It reveals God 
to man, and man io himself. 

Ilcsperian College which came to be known as "The Bethany of 
Cnilfornia," flourished as a co-educational institution for nea rly 
forty years before closing its doors in. 1897. The college catalogs 
of 1867-1869 reveal an average attendance of more than two 
hundred students annually, which was a commendable achieve
ment for a Chtistian college located in a small town. 

Unfortunately, J oshua Lawson did not live io see the growth 
and expansion of his beloved Uespcrian College. When he died 
on December 21, 1862, at the age of 58, the college was not quite 
two years old. 

Although the venerated "Peace-Maker" had lh·ed and labored 
in Woodland for only nine ycar:s before his death the church and 
college which he helped call into existence continued to bless 
counlless lives for many years after his departure. His faithful 
partner in the gospel, J. N. Pendcgast, succeeded him as both 
the preacher for the church and the Chairman of the Board of 
the college until his own death in 1879. 

Bail Lawson, one of Joshua's sons, followed in his father's 
footsteps and became one of the finest preachers in the state. 
l\Iary Lawson outlived her husband by nearly thit-ty years. When 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Faith or Works? 
LARRY ARNOLD 

It was an ideal opportunity; now Jesus could unlock the 
mystery of God's expectations of man. Jesus has been asked 
by the multitude, "What shall we do that we may work the works 
of God?" Would Jesus insist on keeping the Sabbath, following 
the ten commandments, circumcision, or ceremonial cleansing? 
What would he say? Truly it was an ideal opportunity and Jesus 
used it to say, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent" (Jn. 6:28-29). The simplicity of his reply 
confounded his audience then as it continues to confound people 
today. Faith is not one of many works, but is the work of God." 

The problem of "faith or works" did not begin with the Protes
tant Reformation or even with the development of Roman Ca
tholicism. It was a problem with which the early church wrestled. 
The Jews faced this dilemma; even Cain and Abel dealt with it. 
In studying this subject it is important not to cling to prt!con
ceived ideas but to make an exhaustive study, being very careful 
to let the Bible lead us to the truth instead of twisting the 
scriptures to fit our prejudices. 

Saved By Faith, Not By Works 
No subject is more clearly stated in God's word than the simple 

truth that we cannot earn, merit, or work our way to heaven. 
Our salvation is not based upon what we do, but upon what Jesus 
did for us. Paul writes t•epeatedly concerning this subject: "Now 
to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor but as 
what is due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in 
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteous
Jwss. Just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to 
whom God reckons righteousness apart from works" (Rom. 4). 
Questions frequently arise about repentance and baptism, and it 
is vital to understand that they do not constitute a work, but the 
acceptance of the finished work of Jesus. Concernng baptism, 
"there is no more propriety in calling baptism the work of the 
man baptized than there is calling a burial the work of the per
son buried" (David Lipscomb, A Commentary on the New Testa
ment Epistles, Romans, page 82). 

Sometimes Acts 10:35 is used to prove that although we are 
not saved by "works of the law" we are saved by "works of 
righteousness." This verse spea'ks of Cornelius when he was not 
yet a Christian; if applied to prove salvation by works, then 
this verse can also be applied to prove that men be saved prior 
to obeying the Gospel based upon their righteousness! Obviously 
this is not the point Peter is making, but instead he is saying 
that any sincere, honest, seeker of truth is welcome to come to 
God and to enter into a saved relationship. The Bible teaches 
that we are not saved by our works of righteousness: "He saved 
1ts, not on the basis of deeds 'Which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to his mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by his grace 
we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" 
(Titus 3 :5-7). He "has saved us ... not accordling to our works 
(II Tim. 1 :8). The truth could not be more clearly stated. 

What Kind Of Faith? 
Because we are saved by faith and not by works, it is im

perative to understand what is the true biblical concept of a 
saving faith. In Romans 4, Paul teaches us that we are saved by 
faith, not by works; in James 2, the author teaches what kind 
of faith saves us. These two passages combine beautifully to 
give a full understanding of God's definition of faith. James 
explains that a saving faith is a faith "with works," one that is 
living, active, and working. Salvation is not so much a matter of 
faith or works, or faith and works, but a true biblical faith which 
is a faith which works. So it is that Paul encourages a "faith 

working through love" (Gal. 5;6). If we properly understand 
that when the Bible is discussing faith it usually assumes the 
faith is living and active, we can do much to stop the confusion 
and false doctrine surrounding this important subject. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 teaches: "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yowrselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, that no one should boast. For we are 
his workmanship, e1·eated in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." God 
saves us on the basis of grace through faith, not works; being 
saved, we are created in Jesus to do good works. Here the Bible 
clearly shows us that we are not saved by works, but are saved 
to work; and there is a difference! Our faith must be in, and 
only in, Jesus for salvation; faith in our works is of no avail. 

What About Obedience? 
It is interesting to note that, despite popular usage, the Bible 

does not talk about "works of obedience," but the "obedience of 
the faith" (Rom. 1:5:16 :26). Instead of obedience being a work 
which might imply merit, obedience is an act of faith. Let's not 
separate obedience from faith, but at the same time let's not 
make the same mistake as did the Jews with the Law and turn 
obedience into a legal works system. As beautifully illustrated in 
Hebrews 11, a saving faith is a faith that obeys and responds to 
God's extended grace. 

Jesus is our prime example of obedience, "although he was a 
son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became to all those who obey him 
the source of salvation" (Heb. 5:8-9). Jesus put his complete 
faith and trust in God, and as a result, obeyed him to the point 
of going to the cross. If we look to Jesus as our Lord we realize 
that we too must obey. Faith does not negate the necessity of 
obedience, but establishes the "obedience to the faith" (Acts 
6:5); our faith in Jesus makes us copy the perfect obedience of 
Jesus. 

Conclusion 
If you were to ask many church attenders, "Why should God 

let you into heaven?" the response would be, "I'm a good person; 
I go to church; I love my family; I am a preacher, elder, deacon; 
etc." Such answers show that in reality our faith is not in Jesus, 
but in our works and our human efforts which will never be good 
enough! On the other hand, through a true faith in Christ we can 
claim heaven as our home. It is sad but true, that the only faith 
many people have is faith in their terribly insufficient works. As 
one further studies this subject, it becomes clear that God is not 
nearly so interested in the work we do for him, as he is in the 
work he does in and through us. "For it is God who is at work in 
you, but to will and to work for his good pleasure" (Phil 2 :13). 
It is when God is "working in us" (Hebrews 13 :21) that we give 
him glory. 
11626 Wurzbach, San Antonio, TX 78230 

TENNESSEANS BURIED IN CALIFORNIA SOIL (2) 

(Continued from page 4) 
she died in November of 1891, she was laid to rest next to Joshua 
at the front of the Woodland cemetary. Several of their children 
are buried around them. 

A generation of Christians has grown up in California who 
never heard of Joshua and Mary Lawson. But we are all in debt 
to these Tennesseans who are buried in our California soil. It 
was men and women like them who first laid the foundation upon 
which we now build. 
Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 
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Worship T. PIERCE BROWN 

In the last few weeks I have read one 
article and heard two sennons which, if I 
understood them correctly, taught that ~11 
we do in life is worship, if we are Chns
tians It may be that the basic idea that 
all three of them were trying to estab
lish is that worship does not consist o~ a 
few rituals perfonned in a church build
ing or that a person may go through the 
"fi;e acts of worship" and still miss the 
real center of New Testament Chris
tianity. It may be possible to go away 
from a "worship service," having done 
very little worship and no service at all. If 
that is all they were trying to establish, 
we heartily agree with them, but all three 
made such statements as: "all of life is 
worship" and "everything a Christian does 
is worship," because his body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit and he is supposed to 
present his body a living sacrifice. 

We admit and firmly teach that we are 
to present our bodies a living sacrifice. 
We admit and teach that we do not need 
to come together as a corporate body eve~y 
time we worship. That is, we may worship 
individually anywhere, anytime. But we 
as finnly d~ny that all of life .is worship, 
and that everything a ChriStian does ts 
worship. And we teach that God has rules 
for corporate worship as a body that do 
not apply to the individual solitary wor
shipper. 

Although it seems that an increasing 
number of persons do not particularly care 
about how words are used in the Bible, or 
"calling Bible things by Bible names and 
doing Bible things in Bible ways," we still 
think the viewpoint is a valid one, and 
would encourage it. 

Let us then, examine the Bible usage of 
the terU:, "worship." This will not be an 
exhaustive study, for there are too many 
aspects of it to cover in a short article. The 
word most often used. for "worship" in the 
Old Testament is "shachah," roughly 
equivalent to "proskuneo" in the New 
Testament. The fact that the basic mean
ing of the Old Testament tenn was "to 
bow down " and the basic meaning of the 
New Testament term was to "kiss the 
hand toward" does not change the fact 
that they both mean "an act of veneration 
and respect" and are properly translated 
"worship." The word in the Old Testa
ment is translated "worship" 99 times, and 
about 67 times by various other terms 
which indicate a bowing down or doing 
obeisance to. 

A similar word, with so close to the same 
meaning that we would probably be "split
ting hairs" to try to distinguish the differ
ence is "segad," translated "worship" 12 
times, and meaning "to prostrate one's self 
or do obeisance." 

In the Greek text, the following words 
are translated "worship" and have these 
basic meanings: doxa (1)-to glorify; 
eusebeo (1)-to show reverence or piety, 
therepeuo (1)-to serve; threskeia (1)
a religious observance; latreou (3)-to 
serve; sebazomai ( 1) -to revere or honor; 
proskuneo (59 )-to kiss toward. In no 
case did they actually "kiss toward" as 
far as we can discover, but they did do 
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obeisance to, showed reverence to, or wor
shipped. As in the case of "shachah" in 
the Old Testament, it is simply that a 
word whose literal etymological meaning 
was one thing acquired a special meaning 
because it described love for, yearning for, 
respect and adoration for, and such other 
things that are involved in worship. 

But the point we are making in this ar
ticle is that "worship" as the tenn is used 
in the New Testament is not simply all 
and any daily routine activity, and "wor
ship" is not simply an attitude, or some
thing that is done ONLY in the heart. 
In all cases we have been able to observe, 
worship is an act of paying homage or re
spect .• One must, of course, have the right 
attitude in order to do this, which means 
that merely going through an act is not 
worship. But speaking of merely going 
through an act reminds us of some of the 
sneering remarks some of our religious 
friends make about the mere act of bap
tism. The Bible knows nothing of "mere" 
acts! It is somewhat like speaking of 
"mere" women! The worship of which 
the Bible speaks must be in Spirit AND 
in truth. It is similar to the idea expressed 
by Paul in Romans 6:17-18 where he 
speaks of obedience from the heart to a 
FORM of doctrine. It is not enough to go 
through a "form of godliness and deny the 
power thereof" (2 Timothy 3:6), nor does 
one just have an obedient feeling in the 
heart. There must be both the right atti
t·ude and the right act. 

One may say in a general way that for 
a Christian, his whole life is a life of pay
ing homage to God. I would agree with 
that in the same sense that I would agree 
that one's whole life would be a life of 
prayer. Or that one's whole life should be 
a life of service to his fellowman. But that 
does not mean that as one ties his shoes 
or brushes his teeth or goes to the bath
room, those acts are acts of prayer or 
service to humanity, or acts of worship for 
the Christian. 

One may worship while he cleans his 
teeth, takes a bath, stops at a traffic light, 
or performs other acts or duties, such as 
giving a cup of cold water to a little one, 
but that does not prove nor indicate that 
those are acts of worship. I may worship 
while someone rings a cowbell, or blows a 
train whistle, but that does not mean that 
I am authorized to use those 'things in 
worship. 

The fact that the Jews worshipped in 
Jerusalem, the Samaritans in the moun
tain, and we worship anywhere in spirit 
and in truth, does not in any sense indi
cate that every act is an act of worship. 

A housewife should be able to wash the 
ctishes or sweep the floors in an aware
ness that she is fulfilling one of the func
tions God provided for her, and she can 
do it in such a way as to glorify him, but 
that does not necessarily make them acts 
of worship. A househusband may change 
his baby's diapers and give him a bottle 
in the awareness that he is fulfilling a 
proper function as a father (some men 
may not know that!) and he may do it in 
such a way as to glorify God, but that does 
not prove that changing a diaper is wor
ship in any Biblical sense. 
· When the Bible says they "came to wor
ship," that indicates that the coming was 

The Unknown God 
HAL D. THACKER 

Times haven't changed all that much. 
Like the Apostle Paul, we live in a world 
where God is not known. Many claim to 
know God, but their speech betrays them. 
They say, "Oh, God won't punish me for 
disobeying him-he's a God of love." Or, 
"God's out there somewhere, but he doesn't 
care about me." Or, "I know that's what 
the Bible says, but he really didn't mean to 
say that." With "Christians" so wishy
washy is it any wonder that there are so 
many atheists today? 

Ask the man who says there is no god: 
"Tell me about the god you don't believe 
in." He may not be the god you should 
believe in for there are many false con
cepts of God being preached today. 

Paul in Athens 
When Paul arrived in Athens he found 

the city "wholly given to idolatry." The 
town itself was named for Athena the god
dess of wisdom and the arts. In addition 
they worshipped Zeus (Jupiter), the su
preme god; Hennes (Mercury), the god of 
commerce and bargains; Atlas, the god of 
strength and multitudes of other gods. 
Since Athens was the crossroads of the 
world at that time, the gods of all the na
tions were represented by shrines and 
idols. Pretonius satirically said that "it 
was easier to find a god than a man in 
Athens." In addition to the many idols, 
Luke records that knowledge had become 
their god. 

Just to play it safe, they built an altar 
with this inscription: "To An Unknown 
God." Paul introduced them to this "un
known god." He was the God of creation
the source of all power and authority. He 
was a God that was near-who cared about 

. us. He is so different from the other 
gods worshipped in Athens: not made of 
silver, gold or other material substance; 
not fashoned by man's hands. Rather he is 
the "high and lofty one that inhabits 
eternity." 

The Time Of Ignorance Is Past 
In the past God overlooked such ignor

ance as was displayed by the Athenians, 
but he overlooks it no longer. "He com
mands all people everywhere to repent." 
Paul would later say to the Romans: 
Christ "was declared with power to be 
the Son of God by his resurrection from 
the dead." Let him who would attack 
·christianity first disprove Christ's resur
rection. The Jewish leaders didn't even 
try! They knew the evidence was against 
them. There are many motivations for re
pentance, but Paul encouraged them tore
pent because of the Judgment to come. 
God's judgment is corning! That Judgment 
will be right! Jesus Christ will be the 
judge. Jesus' resurrection is our assurance. 
803 N. Winfree, Dayton, Texas 77636 

not worship. Yet the coming indicated a 
reverent attitude and willingness to glori
fy God. Until and unless the act one per
forms is an act done for the purpose of 
paying homage or reverence to God; it is 
not worship to God in the Biblical sense. 
It is my understanding that the wor-

( Continued on page 11) 
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Church Growth Series (9) 

One-Another Relationships 
GERALD PADEN 

Under the headship of Christ, the 
church is a self-contained, living organism. 
It is a self-propagating, self-sustaining 
and self-healing body politic. It has a cul
ture unique to itself. It has its own holi
days, its peculiar foreign policy and an 
internal socialism unrivaled by any other 
organism. It stands apart from all other 
societies, but it is not aloof-for her invi
tation to all other societies re-echoes that 
of her head: "Come unto me ... I will give 
you rest" (Matt. 11:28). With the cross of 
Christ as its "statue of liberty," its mes
sage to the spiritually ·oppressed of the 
world is: "Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free, the wretched refuse of your teeming 
shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest
tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door!" 

In the church the "tired and heavy 
laden" must find rest. It is God's haven 
for travel-weary sojourners in a hostile 
world. Its people are aware of their com
mon needs for the "balm of Gilead." And 
they exult in the "sound (literally: health 
giving) doctrine" (Tit. 1 :9) found in their 
Magna Charta. And they are instructed to 
"receive" and "bear the infirmities of the 
weak" (Rom. 14: 1; 15:1). They are ex
pected to "admonish the disorderly, en
courage the fainthearted, support the 
weak and be long-suffering toward all." 
They do not "render unto any one evil for 
evil; but always follow after that which 
is good, one toward another, and toward 
all" (I Thes. 5: 14-15). 

One Toward Another 
Christ has ordained mutual ministries 

within the body that must not be ignored 
or neglected. They are not simply good 
recommendations, but imperative com
mands under which each member is ac
countable. They are day-to-day assign
ments of member-to-member awareness 
and sensitivity. Just a list of one another 
duties---with little or no comment-helps 
us to see just how totally responsible 
Christ makes each member toward other 
member needs. The me-to-you and you-to
me commands are both positive and nega
tive, mostly positive: 

1. "Wash one another's feet" (Jno. 
13:14). Such a practice in New 
Testament times expressed hos
pitality, humility and love. Though 
the practice has changed, what it 
expressed remains enjoined. 

2. "Edify one another" (Rom. 14:19). 
The root idea of "edification" in 
Greek is that of house-building. It 
demands effort toward constructive 
strengthening and fortification in 
spiritual matters. 

3. "Admonish one another" (Rom. 15 : 
14). The verb is "nouthetee," from 
which we get our concept of 
nouthetic counseling. It involves the 
presentation of the Lord's warnings 
and wise counsel to any need. 

4. "Through love be servants one to 

another" (Gal. 5:13). A member 
must have a servant heart to comply 
with this command. Christ is the 
example for all to follow (Matt. 
20:28). 

5. "Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 
6:2). 

6. "Teach and admonish one another" 
(Col. 3:16). 

7. "Comfort one another" (I Thes. 4: 
18). The comfort we share with our 
brothers is from the same "comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are com
forted of God," for he is the "God 
of all comfort" (II Cor. 1 :3-7). 

8. "Consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works" (Heb. 
10 :24). This "stirring up" seems 
to have been a major fruit of the 
"common assemblies" of vs. 25. 

9. "Confess therefore your sins one to 
another" (Jas. 5:16). The purpose 
is not to obtain "absolution" from 
another, but to receive sympathetic 
understanding and wise counsel in 
the struggle gainst sin. 

10. "Pray one for another" (Jas. 5 :18). 
Read Paul's prayers for the breth
ren and his request for prayers 
from them-taking particular note 
of the content of the prayers. 

11. "Use hospitality one toward another 
without murmuring" (I Pet. 4 :9). 
The action is clear and beautiful 
if it is not marred by the attitude. 

12. "In love of the brethren be ten
derly affectioned one to another" 
(Rom.12:10). 

13. "In honor preferring one another" 
(Rom. 12:10). The meaning is to let 
the other go ahead, be first in the 
matter of honor. 

14. "Let us not provoke one another" 
(Gal. 5:26). This demands that we 
be careful and sensitive about 
another's feelings. 

15. "Let us not envy one another" (Gal. 
5:26). There must be no flaunting 
of skills or possessions, but rather 
use those abilities and goods to the 
common needs and goals (I Pet. 4: 
10:11). 

16. "With all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love" ( Eph. 4 :2). With 
an awareness of our own sins and 
unworthiness, with patient endur
ance and toleration, let us "put up 
with" the sins, weaknesses and 
problems of one another. God is not 
through with us yet. (See Col. 
3:13.) 

17. "Speak ye truth each one with his 
neighbor: for we are members one 
of another" ( Eph. 4:25). 

18. "Be kind one to another, tender
hearted" (Eph. 4:32). Kindness 
suggests mild, pleasant conversa
tion and interaction that is gracious 
with others. 

19. "Forgive each other, even as God 
also in Christ forgave you" (Eph. 
4:32). 

20. "Submit yourselves one to another 
in the fear of Christ" (Eph, 5:21). 
To submit in the Greek means "to 
line up under." This implies going 

to the foot of the line-and that 
voluntarily. 

21. "Speak not one ·against another, 
brethren" ( J as. 4 : 11). Item 17 de
mands that we speak the truth 
about ourselves, while this one de
mands that we speak the truth 
about others. 

22. "Clothe yourselves with humility to
ward one another" (I Pet. 5 :5). 

23. "If we love one another, God 
abideth in us and his love is perfect
ed in us" (I Jno. 4:12). 

Think of the esteem for and attitude 
towar.d the brotherhood these commands 
of Christ enjoins upon each of us! These 
duties must become the studied intent and 
committed profession of each member for 
every other member-and that on a daily 
basis. It would be good if just the verses 
containing these duties were copied and 
made available to each member for con
spicuous display in every Christian home. 

This Thing Called "Agape" 
Christ's life among men was the epitome 

of all the attitudes and good works listed 
above. His consistent practice of them was 
possible because of his deep love for men 
and his self-sacrificing devotion to their 
well-being. But his practice ·is not held up 
to belittle us or to intimidate us. It is 
rather presented for our imitation. He 
knew that without his kind of love, we 
would not be able to practice his kind of 
concern for human needs. Therefore he did 
not leave our practice of the above 23 
duties open to our arbitrary whim or sub
jective feelings---he rather made them the 
object of Divine command. 

Since "he that loves his neighbor has 
fulfilled the law" (Rom. 13:8), Christ 
commanded the love that would lead us to 
meet all his demands toward one another. 
"A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; even as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another" 
(Jno. 13:34-35). 

But how can Christ command love? How 
can anyone dictate the emotions of an
other? But love in the command of Christ 
is not simply an emotion, a feeling, nor is 
it sentimental "puppy-love"! The love he 
commands is an action. It is not simply a 
feeling, it is active involvement in the 
needs of others in the hope of bringing 
relief. If you will, please re-read the list 
of duties given above and notice that most 
of them require deeds above feelings. 

The above statement is not intended to 
belittle sentiment or take feelings from 
our deeds. It is more likely that genuine 
feelings will grow out of performing the 
duties than out of the neglect of them. We 
have closer ties with those in whom we 
invest our energies, our time and our life. 
When the church at Ephesus "left its first 
love" (Rev. 2:4), the solution, interesting
ly enough, involved the performance of the 
first duties. The love-less Ephesian breth
ren were reminded of how it used to be: 
"Remember whence thou art fallen." Then 
they were required to turn back to the 
ways they had neglected: "Repent." And 
then they were instructed to "do the first 
works," which must have been the works 

(Continued on page 12) 
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My Own Myopia JEFF HOOO 

Recently 1 was studying a difficult pas
sage of scripture upon which I had been 
asked to speak. H was one of those whose 
meaning has been discussed, debated, and 
di~puted fo1· year;; and years in our fellow
ship. My goul was lo approach the passage 
as objectively as possible. Bull was keenly 
aware of the difficulty of approaching 
this st.udy with an open mind. The view I 
hacl "always" heard and the opinions I had 
come to hold tipped the scale h<>avily and 
made an objective look d ifficult . 

As I studied, however, it became clear 
that other,; wNe not so willing lo see the 
other s ide -of the issue. One man wrote 
that understanding the meaning of the 
passag<' could he determined f1·om the con
text, "and if we will be observant, therP 
is no great difficulty in doing that. But we 
must let the Bible define the terms: ' It 
se<>ms from his approach that he is not 
willing to cede any credibility to any view 
other than his own. Ile was blessed with 
the remarkable insight necessary to under
stand perfectly a pa~sage whose meaning 
has been debated for centuries! 

Let. me point out another quotation by 
way of example. A recent article in The 
Finn Foumlution began a consideration of 
111 ill en ia !ism with these words: 

It is to be 1·emembered that our millen
na rian friends ha,·e preconceived ideas 
which they l1-y to justi Cy by the Bible. It 
is to every man's ad\·anlag-e to approach 
God's Word with an open mind having 
no p reconceived notions before the Book 
is opened. Our premillennial friends 
would do well by adopting a more hones1 
approach to the Holy Scriptures! 
(Chal'les Cook, Finn Foundation, F eb. 
3, 1981) 

The \\Tiler seems to imply that all pre
millennialists are dishonest. liC' v1ews 
them all as having been negatively influ
enced by their own notions before going 
to the Bible to begin thci r study on th is 
issue. He a l:;o seems to think t hat he is 
capable of undeJ·stanriinj! th is subject 
without prejudice. I'm sure he is very 
sir.cere in his expr essed views ; I have no 
1·eason to believe otherwise. But I do be
lieve that h is reasoning is loo s implistic. 
I t is much too easy to say t.hat others are 
dishonest when they disagree with the 
way I sec th i njl's. 

It migh t bC' best in the beg-inning to tell 
you I do not accept lhe concept of premil
lennialsim as being tt·ue. That is not liH' 
issue h<>rc. i\ly concern lo be cxpre!"sed in 
this article is with how we treat those who 
differ with our opinions, even when those 
opinions <lre about such an important topic 
as whcrC' and how Jesus will reign in his 
kingdom. r have met mi llennialists who 
were honest, truth-seeking disciples. Their 
nnly problem is that they differ with the 
conclusions most of us have rome to a c
cept. WC' need to give people mo1·e credit 
for heing sincere in their belief:<. 

T can't Jwlp but be amused when I 
think that Robert Milligan's Commentarv 
on Hebrews is so widely read and studie~l 
in our fellowship, while at the same time 
feeling- sure that if he were to preach his 
millennia! views in some of the same con
gregations whC're his books are read, our 
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members would have nothing lo do with 
him! Why can't we deal with people in per
son t he way we do when they write a book, 
i.e., accept what we feel is biblical ( re
gardless of who says it), and reject or 
give further thought to what we perceive 
to be unbiblical? 1 firmh· believe the Bible 
calls us to do just that. · 

l\lost of my opinions are very important 
to me. I've studied and examined, com
pared and weighed until I've reached a 
conclusion with which I am comfortable. 
All this makes it difficult for me to at
t nch the same vnlidity to your opinion. 
But God calls me to make the effort. In 
Romans 1·1 and other such passages God 
makes it plain that I should not bel ittle 
tmothcr Christian because his opinions 
differ from mine. 

Even when I'm nt my best, I am still 
afflicted with a slight case of ''spil'itual 
myopia." It is imJIO!"Sible for me to divest 
my:;;el f of all "JirN·onceivC'Cl idea.'" and ap
proach my Bible study totally objectively. 
What's more, I feel we're all that. wav. The 
bottom line in all of this is that I sh~uldn't 
criticize another because he is not pos
sessed of a complC'te objectivity-often 
meaning that he doesn't see it the way I 
do-since I have shortcomings in that 
area, too. 
Vandclia Church of Christ, 2002 GOth, 
Lubbock, Texas 79•l12 

Present Joy, Forever Love 
ELME R L'ROY 

Jesus said, " 1 will be with you always." 
This alone is enough to establish that 
Christians are forever people; but many 
other pas::agcs in the New Testament as
sure that thPy arc kept in life and in 
eternity by the puwer of faith. A joreecr 
people will have furrt•cr lot·r. Let us note 
an act of love, well described by jorcva, 
and one that has t remendous capacity lo 
g ive present joy. l\Ian~· people are ex
periencing this joy. 

\Ve have p1·earhed many sermons on 
liberality and giving. We know from the 
Scriptures and from personal experience 
tha t giving is a sou rce of happiness and 
blessing. H is more blessed to give than to 
receive. J esus said this, not to make it true, 
but because it is true. Giving is a pt·ivilege 
God extends to us. It is called a grace. Sec 
Acts 20:35 and If Col'inlhians 8:4-7. 

God owns everything and Christians an' 
his stewards. The Fathe1· expects his chil
dren to use what he p rovides. A use he en
coUJ•ag-es them lo learn is giv ing "for 
neccssa1·y usps" (Titus 3:14). i\Iany Chris
tians ha,·e experienced the joy of giving 
for love of the Lo1·d, for the love of souls, 
and fo1· the joy of knowing during life the 
happint>ss of giving. :\!any of these same 
people have made anangements by means 
of their wills to leave ;;omething to God. 

This has seemNI so st•nsible and so much 
in keeping- with the spirit of Christian 
liberality that. fo1· years we have been 
deeply interC'slcrl in wills. In fact, we have 
filed away ilC'm aftet· item that we ha,•c 
seC'n in print, thinking that some day we 
would say some things about wills as 
Christians' opportunities to show their 

Beware of the Hostage Seeker 
(An open letter to America) 

Dear Ame1·ica, 
I saw you that Tuesday afternoon, tears 

of joy streaming down your p retty cheeks, 
hand raised in the victory ~ign at the 
announcement that the plane carrying the 
52 hostages from Iran had cleared the 
Iranian air space. Later that night 1 heard 
you shout, "All right!" and "God bless 
America!" as they stepped down from the 
plane, free at last. I was there the next day 
when tea1·s of hurt wellcd up in your eyes 
as you were told of brutalities and mental 
torture they had been dragged through. I 
saw hot anger flu sh your face, and I don't 
blame you. This was the most f r ustrating, 
humiliating ordea l you have suffered in 
many years. Yes, it hurt worse than 
Waterg-ate. I felt a ch ill as resentment 
tu rned lo fury, and fury began to petrify 
into hale. At that mom<>nt I first noticed 
lhe dark strange1· who had caught your 
eye. His lips were curled in a sneer and a 
sinister l'mirk dominalC'd his face. His 
eyes blazed with unearthly fire. He carried 
a placard in his IC'ft hand with just two 
words on il in star k bold type. " Hale 
them!!" it1cad . As he turned to follow the 
swirling crowd I caught a g-limpse of the 
chain in his other hand. Then I knew this 
hostage seeker was afle1· out· souls. 

Oh, America! Don't hate ! Don't listen 
to him, he is a devil not a man. Jesus your 
lo,·ing benefactor told you, " Love ' your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who ~ pitefully usc you and persecute 
you, that you may be sons of your F athe r 
who is in heaven." 1 know you arc hurl 
and you arc mad, but remember J esus also 
said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay." 
I'm so afraid that you will let vengeance 
and hate ruin your life and fall into bond
age lo him who causes all evil-Sata n. 

I love you, America. You are too good 
and too swcC't to IPt the devil sour you with 
hate and violence. Let those you have 
elected and put into office pursue what
e,·er recou1·sc is lawful and necessary, but 
don't let hate cast you into a dungeon. 
Let your mind dwell on more positive, more 
profitable things. Your dear ones a re 
home. They are freC' and they are alive. 
That fact. alone is a miracle, seeing that 
thei r murcl<•l'eJ·s would likely have. been 
ha iled as national heroes in Ira n. But mo1·e 
important, ~·our Lord was with you 
throug h it all. H e heard you pray and 
answ!• red you. lle is sti ll there, and sti ll 
attentive lo you. Re thankful ! Gocl bless 
YOU, America, i\Iy beautiful , beautiful 
America! 

- Leo Copeland 
Seminole, Texas 

love fo1· the Lord and advance the cause 
they lo\'C'. 

A ny lawyer or estate advisor will tell 
~·ou t hal it is wise to have a will. The 
simp!!' reasons a re so ohvious that you 
probably know them without a ny C'Xpert 
advice. If you don't have a will, you have 
no guarantee that your heirs will r cceiv!' 
what you want them to ha ve. II you diC' 
withou t. making your own will, the state 

(Continued on page 12) 

FIRM FOUNDATION- APRIL 21, 1981 



Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

The importance of Bible reading needs 
a continual emphasis among us! There is 
no way to salvation except through the 
knowledge of God's Word, revealed in the 
Bible. 

Bro. Rodney Marshall deals with the im
portance of reading the Bible in our article 
for this week.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 
564, Salado, Texas 76571 

What About Daily Bible 
Reading? 

RODNEY MARSHALL 

How many days do you remember to 
read your Bible? I pray that you do not 
have to remember but I am afraid this is 
the course of many children of God. How 
many of us encourage others to read the 
Bible daily? This, I fear, is a field that 
many Christians neglect. I also fear that 
many elders, preachers, and teac~ers do 
not emphasize th!s to the congregation. But 
one may ask, "Why all the f~ss about 
reading your Bible? We read It enough 
anyway." 

In Deuteronomy 17:18-20 we find a very 
special command given to a person to be 
king over God's people. It will do us good 
to look at this reading. It first tells us that 
one who sat on the throne over his king
dom was to "write for himself a copy of 
this law on a scroll in the presence of the 
Levitical priests" (vs. 18). It nothing else, 
this tells us how important the word of 
God is. If a king had to have it written out, 
how much more should we have the word 
of God before us? In verse 19 it goes fur
ther by saying that the word sho':'ld" be 
with the king, and he should read It all 
the days of his life" (vs. 19). Brethren, 
shouldn't this be an example to us also? 
How much more should we have the word 
of God always with us and read it as often 
as possible? 

Fear God 
The more I read my Bible the more I 

am reminded that the Lord our God is one 
(Deut. 6:4) and that he is over all and 
through all and in all (Eph. 4 :6). I. read 
that one who is righteous, who meditates 
in God's law night and day, is like a tre~ 
firmly planted by streams of water and 
whatever he does he prospers (Psa. 1:2, 3). 
I also find that the wicked are "like chaff 
which the wind drives away" (Psa. 1:4). 
This encourageR me to fear God and to do 
what he says "by carefully observing all 
the words of this law and these statutes" 
(Deut.17:19). 

Heart Not Lifted Up 
It seems that one of the har~est thi~gs 

to do is to be humble. The opposite o.f b~mg 
humble is to be proud; prideful. Pride IS a 
force that combats the love that God so 
richly deserves. Maybe that is why James 
savs "God is opposed to the proud, but 
gi~·e~ grace to the humble" (James 4:6). 
To fear God is to hate pride (Prov. 8 :13). 
Reading God's word will h~lp k7ep one 
from becoming proud or havmg his heart 
lifted above his brothers (Deut. 18 :20a) · 
Not Tu1·n Aside From The Commandment 

This is a very important reason for 

reading God's word regularly. To turn 
away from the commandments of God is 
to turn away from God himself. Here God 
tells the king to read his law daily so that 
he will not turn to the right or to the left 
(Deut. 17:20). It is hard to get lost if you 
are continually looking or referring to a 
reliable road map. Brethren, we have the 
most reliable road map for our lives that 
the world has ever known. This road map 
tells us of the Son Who died that "whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). It tells us of the 
kindness of God and his love for mankind 
that "he saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to his mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he pourea out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that 
being justified by his grace we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life" (Titus 3 :6-7). 

Do we really read God's word as much 
as we ~hould? Almost all of us would have 
to answer "No." Let us stress more and 
more the' importance of reading God's 
word, not for just reading's sake, but to 
rule and guide our lives. The king was to 
do so "in order that he and his sons may 
continue long in his kingdom in the midst 
of Israel" (Deut. 17:20). We should do 
so to continue long in God's kingdom and 
in the midst of his church. 
Box 187, Whitharral, Texas 79380 

---ol----

Spot Remover or Laundry? 
F. AVERYT RIX 

It cannot be denied that our sins are 
many. In I Pet. 2:24 we are told that 
Christ died for our sins (plural), and on 
the day of Pentecost Peter exhorted the 
multitude to repent and be baptized for 
the forgiveness of their sins (plural). But 
the Bible also speaks of sin as if it is 
singular, or an attitude or state of mind. 
John 1:29 and Romans 6. We do well 
to take note of both concepts. We could 
probably extend I John 1:8 (w.itho~t 
violating truth) to say that we are hars 1f 
we say we have only one sin. 

Certainly we need to recognize and pray 
for individual sins. I doubt that we have 
repented if we never get bey~nd general!
ties in prayer. At the same time, there. IS 

danger in leaning too far toward the In

dividual sin, or separate sins, concept. I 
fear we have gone too far if we have tho 
"check off" concept of forgiveness. Some
times we seem to have the idea that God 
keeps a "little black book" on each of us, 
where he records each individual sin, then 
"checks them off" one by one as we beg for 
forgiveness. And woe be unto us if ~e for
get one! Or maybe we have our sms ~ll 
"compartmentalized," and God reaches m 
with some kind of sin "spot remover" and 
carefully lifts out each spot and blemish. 

Most of us realize that we are "washed 
all over" by the blood of Jesus in the 
waters of baptism. But we may see God as 
using the "spot remover" system from then 
on. We learn in I John 1:7 that, "If we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth (con-

Gossip's Bullet 
JERRY R. KENDALL 

"He who goes about as a slanderer re
veals secrets, Therefore do not associate 
with a gossip." (Proverbs 20 :19-NASV) 

I don't think any of us would deliberate
ly aim a gun at one we didn't like and play 
the role of his assassin by firing the death
blow bullet. Yet, how many times daily does 
someone aim words with deadly accuracy 
that can cause more damage to a person 
and his family than if he had just gone 
ahead and shot him. The 'gossip's bullet' 
may lead to the untimely and uncalled for 
ruin of a productive life. The gossip can 
force an innocent person to have to face 
life with a ruined reputation because of 
the wound received by the viciousness of 
this sin of the tongue. 

We realize that all who gossip don't in
tend to cause the damage that may result 
from what they say, but we all need to 
stop and think of the eventual harm that 
may be produced for others, even in the 
Lord's body, that we may claim to love, by 
too much talk. 

Too often malicious gossip is fueled by 
an undisciplined brain, listened to by a 
thoughtless heart, carried on by a 'well
meaning' mouth, and destroys the peace 
of others, and often the perpetrator is 
even guilty of sabotaging the church. I 
doubt if those who wen· guilty of starting 
the fire in Dublin recently that took forty
eight lives and inju1·e<l over one hundr~d 
more, inte·ncled to do the damage they d1d 
to life and property. Yet, the results speak 
for themselves. Likewise, we need to be 
careful what we say, for we can start 
something we won't be able to control, even 
if we wanted to. God might hold us 
eternally accountable for damage we 
caused, and of ruined lives of which we 
may even be unaware. 

What we say will either help or harm, 
condemn or comfort build up or tear down. 
It can lead others to Jesus or drive them 
away. Gossip has been called "a sin of 
highly respectable people,". but those '~ho 
want the Lord's respect Will truly weigh 
their words. 
009 Cimarron, La Junta, CO 81050 

tinues to cleanse) us from all (ever~) 
sin." Our comprehension of God's grace IS 

not complete until we grasp this thought. 
His grace would be unmerited and super
abundant even if he required us to keep 
bocks and reckon with jots and tittles. But 
he goes even beyond that. When our hearts 
m·e right he gently bathes each cell of our 
spiritual body. One thing we need to re
member, however, is that jus~ a.s .the 
cleaning )lOwer of our own blood IS hm.Ited 
to our physical bodies, ~ven so Christ's 
spiritual blood feeds, nounshes, and .d.eans 
those who are baptized into his spu·1tual 
body. . 

Sometimes we may say that we forgtye 
.John or 1\lary of this or that sin but wi.ll 
not forgive them of another. I wonder. If 
this is possible. It is clear t~at th~ Scrip
tures teach that God forgives sm. But 
they also teach that in another (broader? 
fuller?) sense he fo1·gives 1Jeople. In the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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LIFE BEGINS AT 39 
An opportunity is available for those 

in the "golden years" at the "Life Begins 
at '39" Camp, May 13-16 at Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp near Madill, 
Oklahoma. Bill Wiley, minister at the 
Wood St. Church of Christ in Sherman will 
direct this year's camp. 

Located· on beautiful wooded hills, the 
camp can accommodate 230-280 persons in 
the brick cabins. An almost unlimited 
number of recreational vehicles and self 
contained campers can be provided. 

For further information contact Bill 
Wiley or Alan Bennett, Manager of Petti
john Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, Box 
420, Madill, Oklahoma 73446, or call 405/ 
795-5015. 

George Tipps, 301 High Woods Trail, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112: Six have been 
baptized at Meadowbrook during the first 
two months of the year, and another six 
have been baptized at the Rosedale Ave
nue congregation sponsored by Meadow
brook among Mexican-Americans. Jesus 
Carillo is their minister. Meadowbrook 
increased her budget by more than 40% 
for 1981. We will be working with Richard 
Rogers in the TV Bible Study Series. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Co~unio~ Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$)395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

SEMINAR ON EUROPEAN 
EVANGELISM 

The Sycamore View church in Memphis, 
Tennessee will host a three-day European 
Seminar on August 18-20, 1981. Churches 
and individuals who have been or plan to 
be involved in European evangelization 
will be interested in the Seminar. 

The proposed seminar is to feature cur
rent and past workers in Europe, report
ing on the current state of the Lord's 
church in each country, and working out 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

research-based approaches for the future. 

For information contact the Sycamore 
View church, 1910 Sycamore View, Mem
phis, TN 38134. 

MISSION WORK IN IRELAND 
Native Irish Family 

returning to Ireland after studies 
at 

Sunset School of Preaching 
to 

begin work with church 
in Dublin 

Interested In supporting the work? 

Contact 
David & Sally Dunn 

4424 A 36th St., Lubbock, Tx. 79414 
1-806-796-1123 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 520-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT~FEBRUARY.2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jim~y Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Life Begins at "39" 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, 
5 miles 'north of Madill, Oklahoma. 

May 13-16 

Bill Wiley, Director 
Theme: What a Fellowship 

Speakers: 
Wec(nesday 

VIRGIL BENTLEY 
· Our call tq Christian Fellowship 

· Thursday 
JOHN SHERO 

Fellowship and Discipline 
. VIRGIL BENTLEY 

Our Life Together 
· Friday 

LOYD CONNEL 
Fellowship in the Gospel 

VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Fellowship around the Thro,e 

Saturday 
J.D. WALKER 

Blessed Be the Tie 
Emphasis on Singing with Paul Epps, Songleader 

Alan Bennett, Resident Camp Manager 
3 nights lodging, 8 meals for only $25.00 per person. 

For more information and applications, contact ,.39 Camp " 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Route 1, Box 420, ' 

Madill, Oklahoma 73446, or call 405/795-5015 
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WORSHIP 
(Continued from page 6) 

shippers of Diana of the Ephesians (Acts 
19 :27ff) sometimes committed fornication 
as an act of homage to her, and this was 
on~ of the functions of the temple 
priestess (prostitute). So it is possible that 
a person can worship by means of a sexual 
act. But it does not therefore follow that 
every Christian who has a sexual experi
enc.e does so as an act of homage to God! 
It IS a God-ordained act (Genesis 1:28), 
and the marriage bed is undefiled (He
brews 13 :4), and one may glorify God in 
any act which is in harmony with his will 
but it does not follow that the act is there~ 
fore an act of worship. 

To summarize the matter: Even the 
Israelites, as well as we, were supposed to 
respect, revere, glorify and esteem God all 
the time, but they are not represented as 
worshipping him at all times. Neither are 
we. They were commanded to pay that re
spect and reverence in particular ways and 
by specific actions. So are we. The church 
as a body may show its respect for God in 
song. So may an individual. But every 
song an individual sings is not an act of 
worship to God, even though that in
dividual's whole life is a life of devotion 
and service. 

So, although we may applaud the ef
forts of good brethren who are trying to 
get us to see that our "religion" and "wor
ship" are not confined to a church build
ing, or the "five acts of worship" in the 
~ssembly about which we may be preach
Ing, we may do a great disservice to Christ 
if we become unduly lax in our exegesis 
of a passage, or imprecise in our definition 
of terms. We should not "strain out gnats 
and swallow camels," and cause dissension 
in the brotherhood over such things but 
we should be willing to re-examin; our 
concepts and our linguistic expression of 
them to see that we do not pervert the 
original intent of the Holy Spirit. 

The main reason we bring it up is that 
we are sure that if the idea that everything 
a Christian does is worship gets Wide
spread acceptance, false and harmful doc
trines and practices will result therefrom. 
Also, .if we lose sight of the fact that we 
should let the Bible itself define the way 
we use terms when we are talking about 
God's will for us, we shall already be in 
trouble. 
1700 Wyandotte Trail, Casselberry, Fla. 
32707 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SPOT REMOVER OR LAUNDRY? 

(Continued from page 9) 

model prayer Christ taught his disciples 
to pray, "forgive us our sins." 

Jesus taught that we are forgiven as we 
forgive others. If we forgive ( ?) penitent 
sinners of some sins while holding grudges 
against them because of others, can we 
expect a full and complete cleansing of our 
own souls? We cannot enter heaven unless 
we are completely clean and pure. 

What a glorious promise we have in I 
John 1:7. The blessing is there for all who 
love light rather than darkness. May we 
grow until we find nothing but happiness 
by walking in the light, and never lapse 
into lagging or retreating into the 
shadows. Then we shall be able, without 
effort, to pray without ceasing. 

When we are first washed in the waters 
of baptism we need the help of others. We 

do not baptize ourselves. We are baptized 
by someone else, when there is humility 
and submission on our part. Thence
forward, although rich blessings are to be 
received when others pray for us and with 
us, it is no longer necessary or mandatory 
that we lean upon another in order to 
receive the cleansing and saving power of 
his blood. We have direct access to the 
throne of Grace in any place, at any time, 
under any circumstance. All we have to do 
is yield ourselves and keep on course in 
the bloodstream of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus, the Christ. "Wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin." Ps. 51 :2. 
Dallas, Texas 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
ies not accepted. 

~outbtaSttrn 
Jiiblical 
3Jnstitutt 

offers 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

earn a 
Bachelor of Sacred Literature degree 

under highly qualified teachers 
Tuition free-Approved for VA benefits 

Next semester begins August 17, 1981 
For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 

( 404) 458·7631 
3545 Chestnut Drive 

Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 

•••••••••••• The Third Annual 

Southea.rtern Sou/Saving W orkrhop 

University of 
West Florida 

Pensacola, Florida 

June 14- 17 

Childrens Activities 

Attended Nursery 

FOF COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE: 

Southeastern SoulSaving Workship 

Youth Program 

Featuring 

JOE BEAM 

P.O. Box 4171, Pensacola, Florida 32507 (Telephone 904-456·8793) 

HEAR THESE 

MEN AND WOMEN OF GOD 

Ray Walker-Nastlvllle, TN 
lim Massey-Florence, AL 
Wayne Kllpatrlck-Birmlngham, AL 
Richard Rogers-lubbock. TX 
Marshall Underwood-Mobllo, AL 
Torry Hanna-Hicev!!le, n 
Nick Young-Anderson, IN 
Joe Beam-Monl&omery, AL 
Debbie Young-Andol$0n, IN 
Dr. E. R. Brennan-Monlgomery, AL 
Joe Bean-Montgomery, AL 
Doug Pal$0ns--M!dland, TX 
Charlie Baddy-Orlando, n 
Don Yclton-West Monroe, LA 
ROll Tumar-Montaomery, AL 
Hugo McCord-Midwest City, OK 
Howard Norton-Edmund, OK 
Boyd Williams-Franklin, IN 
T. Pierce Brown-Winter Park. n 
Dala Smith-Sulphur Springs, TX 
John Waddy-Knoxvillo, TX 
Ivan stewart-Oklahoma City, OK 
John Hurt-Joelton, TN 
Humphrey Foutz-Baltlmore, MD 
Ed Sanclcrs-Seaicy, AR 
lottie Ellls-NBS!wflle, TN 
Neal Pryor-searcy, AR 

............................. 
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ONE ANOTHER RELATIONSHIPS 
(Continued from page 7) 

of love. (Rev. 2 :5). Their problem was not 
doctrinal (vs. 6), it was neglect of the 
duties of love. The logical assumption is 
that by the performance of the duties of 
love one learns to love. Both faith and love 
are alike, in that "without works" they 
are dead ! (Jas. 2 :26; I Jno. 3:18-where 
we are told not to love with the lips, but 
through "deeds"). 

Conclus ion 
Where the "one another" duties are 

11eglected, the church grows cold and 
sterile. Bro. Marshal Keeble was distu rbed 
about t he detached, indifferent attitudes 
found in some churches. His descript ion 
of t hem was perhaps too close for com
fort : "Many are cold, and a few are 
frozen." 

But where these duties are diligently 
performed by the members there is a 
warmth and winsomeness that is inviting 
even to the outsider. And such a church 
can grow, because its members' needs are 
being met; lhey feel important to others 
who care; t heir burdens arc shared ; their 
insecurities disappear ; and they arc proud 
to be a part of the church. They too get 
involved in the lives of others and make 
them glad to be a part of God's people. 

One of the problems in promoting the 
practice of these dut ies among us is that 
we are not all aware of t hem, or aware 
t hat they are not optional practices we 
can take or leave. Considerable teaching 
needs to be done, with practical applica
tions offered for observing these duties. 
Perhaps a special meeting is needed
without preaching, and wi thout outsiders 
present-of just the members. Together 
they ca n study and discuss the duties 
themselves and how they arc best a rti
culated in practical service. Then they can 
make a list of those members who present
ly or occasionally need some specific 
ministry demanded in t he duties-like the 
sick, the aged, the shut-ins , the poor, the 
widows, the weak, the negligent the faint
hearted the bereaved etc. There must be 
no committee appointed over certain du
ti~s-for t hese are services common to all 
the members! Whatever commitments are 
made must not result in programs that are 
"s till-bo111"-about as soon dead as soon 
born. For this work must be the constant 
feature of congregational life. With these 
ministries well a ttended to, the church can 
g row. Wi t hout them, it becomes like a 
body without a soul. 
Sunset School of Preaching, 3723 34th 
Street, Lubbock, Texas 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 
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1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683·1678 

901-761-1350 

PRESENT JOY, FOREVER LOVE 

(Continued on page 8) 

by law has already made a will fo r you. 
The actions the state must take will be 
structured from Jaws that cannot do the 
good that good people who love the Lord 
would do but from laws framed io protect 
your estate from bad greedy people. If 
you want the Lo1·d's work to have a gift 
from your estate after you a re gone, you 
must specify it in your will. 

The word of God is the seed of the king
dom. You can provide seed for the sowing 
and be instrumental in an eternal harvest 
after you have been called home, by shar
ing your estate to provide the Word to be 
preached. The most precious i11hc!'itance 
you can leave for the lost of the world is 
t he gift of God's Word. 

P erhaps you say, " I am not rich, I don't 
have an estate." You don 't have to be 
rich to have an estate out of which you 
have the means to share t he Word wiih the 
world . If you own a house, a car, savings 
account, stocks, bonds, insurance, or olhcr 
properties, you have an estate. 

We cer tainly encourage you to put your 
family, relatives and friends in your w ill 
as you wish or according to their needs. 
You love them and want to show that you 
do. You love t he Lord, too, and you can 
freely show your Jove by putting his cause 
in your will. 

A fore1Jer people happily give while they 
live to the Lord's work that they love. Be
cause they can continue to advance his 
work by providing for it in their wills, a n 
added bonus is t he keen satisfaction and 
deep inner f eeling of Christian joy that 
knowing J01·rvrr love will bless others after 
they have gone to be with the Lord. 

1401 Hillcrest Drive, Arlington, Texas 
76010 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you s end in a lis t o f new subscrlp· 
lio ns to the Firm Foundation, please bo 
~uro each hns the proper Z ip Code number 
a!tcr the city and state. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BlUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLlMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact : 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Minis ters Assoc., Inc. 

P .O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone : 817/ 947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered a t same 

group r ate 
Plttns offered 011ly to workers in 

Cht~rches of Christ 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for !Tee estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-1>203 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR IN FORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 / 535·1801-817 /429-1403 
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* GOD'S ETERNAL TRUTHS * 
*OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS * *CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP* 

SECOND ANNUAL 

GREATER VISALIA LECTURESHIP 
THEME: 11GOD'S WAY IS BEST" 

FEATURED SPEAKERS: Johnny Ramsey, Cecil May, Jr., Wayne Jackson 
SCHEDULE 

10:30 A.M. 
10:45 A.M. 
2:30P.M. 

6:00P.M. 
7:30P.M. 

AT WEST VISALIA: 
9:00 A.M. Cecil May 

10:00 A.M. Johnny Ramsey 
1 :00 P.M. Wayne Jackson 
2:00P.M. Larry Chouinard 

AT CENTRAL: 
7:00P.M. Johnny Ramsey 
8:00 P.M. Cecil May 

AT WEST VISALIA: 
9:00 A.M. Johnny Ramsey 

10:00 A.M. Cecil May 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson 

2:00P.M. George Reed 
AT CENTRAL: 
7:00 P.M. Cecil May 
8:00 P.M. Johnny Ramsey 

AT WEST VISALIA: 
9:00 A.M. Cecil May 

10:00 A.M. Johnny Ramsey 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson 
2:00P.M. Noah Hackworth 

AT CENTRAL: 
7:00 P.M. Johnny Ramsey 
8:00 P.M. Cecil May 

AT WEST VISALIA: 
9:00 A.M. Johnny Ramsey 

10:00 A.M. Cecil May 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson 
2:00P.M. Troy Cummings 

AT CENTRAL: 
7:00 P.M. Cecil May 
8:00 P.M. Johnny Ramsey 

Sunday, May 10, 1981 
Johnny Ramsey at Central 
Cecil May at West VIsalia 
A SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Fread-Hardeman 
College Chorale In concert at West VIsalia, 
followed by a period of refreshments & fellowship. 
Johnny Ramsey at West VIsalia. 
Cecil May at Central 

Monday, May 11, 1981 

"What Does God Expect of Me?" 
"God's Way: New Testament Christianity" 
"Church and State" 
"Christ, the Jews, the Kingdom, and Us." 

"God's Preacher: EliJah" 
"Women and Public Worship" 

Tuesday, May 12, 1981 

"Church Growth: God's Way" 
"Where Do the Dead Go?" 
"God's Way: Marking Them Which Cause Divisions 
- Rom. 16:17" 
"What Does It Mean to 'Repent'?" 

"How Does God's Grace Apply to Man?" 
"God's Preacher: Jeremiah" 

Wednesday, May 13,1981 

"A Plea for Integrity" 
"Clouds Without Water" 
"I Will That Men Pray In Every Place" 
"Modern Pharisees In the Church" 

"God's Preacher: Amos" 
"God's Way: Training Them While They Are Young" 

Thunday, May 14, 1981 

"Back to Preaching Bible Morality" 
"The New Commandment" 
"Are We Close to Armaggedon?" 
An In-depth study of some difficult passages. 

"Lord, Teach Us to Pray" 
"God's Preacher: Jesus Christ" 

MAY 10-14, 1981 
A JOINT PRESENTATION OF: 

Central Church of Christ West Visalia Church of Christ 
1320 So. Church St. 4400 West Tulare Ave. 
Visalia, Calif. 93277 Visalia, Calif. 93277 
Mark K. Lewis, Evangelist Allen Robertson, Evangelist 

For more information contact either church, or call 
(209J 732-5670 or (209J 732-7515 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
COMMENTARY ON THE MINOR 
PROPHETS (Joel, Amos and J onah) . 
Burton Coffman. Firm F oundation. 260p. 
$8.95 

The author of the truly outstanding 
commentary on the New Testament, a 
twelve volume series, now has completed a 
volume in an Old Testament series on 
three of the Minor prophets. The same ex
cellence that characterized the New Testa
ment series a lso is present throughout 
t his volume. The unsupportable claims of 
modern criticism arc decisively dealt with , 
and the s ingle author hypothesis for each 
book is upheld with abundant proof. An 
attempt to set reasonable dates for the 
writing of each prophetic book is but
tressed of available data uncovered by 
extensive research. A verse-by-verse com
mentary presents an abundance of insight 
not found in standard wri t ings, along with 
a presentation of and an evaluation of 
the opinions and comments of other com
mentators both modern and medieval. It 
would be difficult to find a more informa
t ive commentary on the Minor prophets. 

THE SEARCH FOR THE ANCI ENT 
ORDER. Vol. 3-Earl West. Religious 
book Service. 406p. $14.95. 

Most of our readers are familiar with 
Earl West's two-volume history of the 
Restoration Movement under the above 
title. The Third volume continues the his
tory of the movement from the turn of the 
century through the end of World War I. 
Although the period spans less than two 
decades it covers a number of momentous 
issues and decisions t hat have vitaiJy af
fected the direction of the movement. 
I ssues like the Sunday School, the college 
question, located preachers, missionary 
methods and the war question, to name a 
few, made the period a very decisive one. 
Those acquainted with the series will want 
this volume. 

THREE DISPENSATIONS OF RE
LIGION. George Montandon. Vantage. 
73p. $5.95 

A factual presentation of the cases of 
conversion in Acts, with a background 
study of the three dispensations. Then fol
lows a number of essays on Restoration 
themes. An excellent book to hand to 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh , pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purp.ases. Eleven wofers in the 
smell carton a nd three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
oil times. Price : Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and hand ling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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someone in whose soul you are interested. 
It will do the work your comments maybe 
could not do. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 
PRAISE AND PROMISE. James Van 
Buren and Don Dewelt. College Press. 
457p. $13.50 

cially do we note that the object of praise 
is God and his redempth·e work. We do 
not praise what we have done, or our con
quests and accomplishments. I n an era in 
which praise is almost a lost art this book 
is badly needed. 

The most exhaustive treatment of the 
subject of praise to come from any press. 
It surveys the Biblical passages from 
Genesis to Revelation that deal with 
praise and the attached promises. Espe-

When sending a book for review iin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All boou r c,•icwed here mny be J>urchased (rom 
the Firm Foundntion Publishin ~r House. Pleru~e ndd 
$1.00 for posta~rc nnd handling on orders of $ 10.00 
or less; ! Oo/o on orders o,·er $10.00. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1981 in an expanding bac
calaureate nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enroll ment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master 's degree in the area of ma ternal-child or medical-surgical. Other a reas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hours drive from downtown Little Rock. For further information, contact Mrs. 
Cathleen Smith. Dean. School of Nursing. Harding University. Searcy. AR 72143. 
Phone (501) 268-6161. Ext. 475. 

The New International 
Version 

children's Bible. 
Your child's life is a special gift. So give a special gift in return
one that will help keep him growing for a lifetime. Give your 
child the New International Version Children's Bible. 

The NIV's accuracy and read
ability make Jt the perfect modern 
English translation for memorization; 
its dignity and cadence make the 
learning process easier than ever 
before. Included are 36 full-color 
illustrations, 8 pages of color maps, 
plus presentation, family and 
church record pages. .. 

Challenge your child to grow ) 
mentally and spiritually. Give him 
the New International Version 
Children's Bible. Now in full -color 
cloth cover, just $9.95 

Give your child 
the gift to grCMI by. 

Order from 

····-·.·················~···· ····· ..... , 
! i 

~~~t 
i 
i 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR '\<ALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 s. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OIUNAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nntlon's capital & histol'ic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA.ltl. N • .r •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd . .' 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, CallforDJa 94CS06 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa., Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a. line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERM""o""N-:::S:--:F::R::-:O:-:M:-::-S:::U=N==s==E==T=--o-n"""-::"9~0-m--:-in-u-:-te-c-a-ss-e-:-:tte~ 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. -
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622·2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R::-:E=L="'I::-:G""'I""O""U::-:::S:--::B~O~O::':K::-S~BOUGH.;:T::-.~W;;-ay_n_e--:s=-=te-phens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evansrellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall, 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

EVANSVILLE. IND •• 2205 E. Horgan Ave.. 
u.s. 400 Ea11t Opposite K-Hnrt. OffJc_, 4'7'7-
52'71. Bobby Wnde, Min, 4'76-401S6. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806· 
744-8012/0581. 
YUitiA, ARIZ •• 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
a~cepting UJlplil'ations for houseJlnrents and relief
houseparents. We l'Rn offer you a salary, living ex
Jlense'>, medicnl insurance, retirement insurnnce, 
val'ation and days off. For additional Information 
nnd apJllil'ation forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B. Galtup, NM 87301 or calt 1-505-863-5530. 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for snle-New Rear 
End-60 Passenger-$3,000. Contact: Mobberly 
Church of Christ, 1303 Mobberly Ave., Longview, 
Texns 75602, Phone 214/758-2787. 
A'IT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Calt 883-2550 or W. P. Jolty, Min. 795-2311. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparerits, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In Your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

Minister Needed 
Congregation of 50-60 people, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished. A 
man mature in the gospel is needed. No elders at 
JH'esent time. Would accept an older couple or fami
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Plain Bible preacher desires to serve as minister or 
associate minister. Salary range $325 a week. 31 
years old, married with two sons. 10 years full time 
experience. Available July 15. Bubba Phillips, P. 0. 
Box 523, La Grange, Texas 78945. 713-968-6158. 

Minister Wanted 
Mature, Experienced man, 35-50, effective preacher 
and personal worker. Salary open. Three bedroom 
new house, utilities, ¥.• social security. Town 17,000 
growing, membership SO, growing, Church at peace, 
no hobbies. Send resume to elders, Sheridan Church 
of Christ, 1769 Big Horn Ave., Sheridan, Wy. 82801. 
Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, married man 
in or near middle age for small congregation near 
Lake of the Ozarks. Average attendance 25-30. 
Write to Versailles Church of Christ, Highway 5, 
South Versailles, Mo. 65084 or call 314-377-2337. 
FOR SALE: A. B. Dick Electronic Stencil Cuttet·. 
A great time saver. $295. Ron Henson, Blal'k Oak, 
AZ. 72414. (501) 486-2615. 
MINISTER WANTED. Dynamic congregation with 
about 175 members, no elders. desires experienced, 
mature, and sound in the faith preacher. Located 
near Fort Huachuca Army Base with modern facili
ty, newer home, and fringe benefits. Send resume, 
sermon tapes, photo, and references to Village 
Meadows Church of Christ, P.O. Box 682, Sierra 
Vi11ta, AZ 85635. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christinn couples.) Good pny and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707 I 448-3557." 

PRESCO'IT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 6417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 

JEEPS, CARS.TRUCKS _.....;;....._ __ 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
WANTED: Preacher for small urban congTega
tion at Benicia, Cnlifornin. Approximntely 35 miles 
northeast of San Frnncisco. To begin work im
mediately upon ncceJJtance. No elders. No liberals 
need apply. Send resume to Churl'h of Christ, 430 
Enst N. Street, Benicia, California 94510." 
INTERESTED IN BIBLE CALL? For Sale: Four 
tnpe playing machines with approximately 300 tapes, 
and one Record-A-Call machine. Cost $3854.78. Your 
price $1900.00. Alpine Church of Christ, Box 1606, 
Longview, Texas 75601, Phone 214-758-0161. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of nJlJlrox. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0, Box 512, 
Mndison. S.D. 57042, or l'all (605) 256-6876. 
WANTED: A Christian lady with or without chil
dren to live on campus and manage our commis
saries. Contact John W. Calvert, Jr .. Superintend
ent, Sunny Glen Children's Home, Box 1373, San 
Benito. Texns 78586. 
Woodland Hills. CA. P.O. Box 69, 91365. Part-time 
Youth Director wnnted. Great opportunity to further 
education in the Lo::s Angeles area. Ph. (213) 348-
3712. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED for the Homes Open 
Wiele Chilclrens Home in Bea\'er Dam, Wisconsin. 
For more information, please call (414) 885-4112. 

RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway, Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FonndatloD 
trle• to acreen advertl•lnlf, amd will not 
knowingly take qoeatlonnble advertising. 
Bot It Ia the render'• re•ponldblllt'J' to ID
vestlgate. Like nay other pnper, we •ome
tJme• nnwlttlngly ron nn unworthy nd. 
All the old Sll71ng aroe•• before you lnve•t. 
lnvestllrnte I 

A NEW BEGINNING 

The Church in Guadalajara, Mexico has 
a new preacher. Jose Eligio Gonzalez. 
His family consists of Beatriz and his 
two year old daughter Sara. Guadalajara 
is the second largest city in Mexico with 
four million population. 

Jose Eligio Gonzalez is an attorney at 
law in Mexico, with biblical studies in the 
United States. 

This effort is supported by the West 
Berry Church in Fort Worth. 

The church address is Bernardo de 
Balbuena, 84~ Sector Hidalgo, Guadala
jara J alisco, Mexico. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
Christian Homes of Abilene needs a 
mature Christian couple to work as 
maternity houseparents. This is a live-in 
arrangement with regular time off as 
well as vacation time. The wife is a 
paid staff member, allowing the hus
band to work elsewhere. Because of the 
nature of the work, families with chil
dren need not apply. If interested, con
tact Nancy Miller or Andy Bolton at 
P.O. Box 717, Abilene, TX 79604, (915) 
677-2205. 

FACULTY OPENINGS 

Freed-Hardeman College invites applica
tions for faculty openings expected in 1981 
in art (commercial, graphic, or photo· 
graphic), in business (accounting, manage· 
ment, marketing, or finance), in chemistry 
(analytical or physical), in computer sci· 
ence, in the library (cataloging or refer· 
ence), in psychology, in sociology, and in 
social work. The academic affairs office 
maintains a file of prospective faculty 
members in all disciplines and welcomes 
inquiries at any time. Applications from 
minorities and women are welcomed; 
Freed· Hardeman College is an equal oppor· 
tunity employer. The doctorate is preferred 
and sometimes required. Faithful Chris· 
tians with at least a master's degree are 
invited to request an application or a 
prospective faculty form from Dr. J. D. 
Thomas, Vice President for Academic Af· 
fairs, Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson, 
TN. 38340. 
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New• Walk back into the ages and 
prove the Bible is true! 

oNLv$69.95 PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
complete Archaeology Confirms the Bible 

Your members can now see earth-shaking discoveries in 
archaeology that prove the truth of the Bible. The five film
strips and cassettes add new meaning to adult, high school, 
junior high classes. Complete teacher aids, Guidebook and 
Review Sheets. Each dramatic narration is 17 minutes long-
400 exciting color pictures in the set. Written by B.J. Humble, 
Ph.D, one of the leading scholars in the church on Biblical 
Archaeology. 

~·911. ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

NEW! Helps make everyone 
an effective personal worker! 

BAXTER PERSONAL 
WORK SERIES: Why and 
How To Be a New 
Testament Christian 

The 
Baxter 
Personal 
Work 
Series/ 
WhyandHow 
to be a 
New 
Tes\ilment 
Chnstlan. 

Three half-hour studies which contain everything \ 
to help experienced or new personal workers lead 
others to Christ. Written by Batsell Barrett Baxter, 
preacher, educator, author and radio and television 
speaker, this new series is designed for conversions. 
Complete with 3 filmstrips and cassettes, personal 
Worker's Manual. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 6 Austi Texas 78767 

ONLY$69.95 

complete 

ONLY$49.95 

complete 

NEW! Explore the Restoration Movement in America 

-\...- -
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and strengthen your faith! 

BACK TO THE BIBLE: How 
We Got There, How We'll 
Stay There Gain a fresh insight into the 

struggles of J esus' followers. BACK TO THE BIBLE is a 
lesson in faith, a recommitment to New Testament Chris
tianity to inspire and strengthen every member of your 
congregation. A new series of 4 filmstrips and cassettes 
that belongs in every church library. Perfect for 4th grade 
through Adult classes, midweek services, visitation pro
grams. Written by B.J. Humble, one of the church's 
leading scholars of the Restoration movement. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 6 Texas 78767 
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CAMPAIGNERS IN MEXICO from the Meadowbrook church in Fort Worth 
include L to R George Tipp•, Humbero Riva•, Burl J ones, Rick Scogg ins 

and Lou Sedler f rom Abilene. These men •pent a week in Culiac an, Mexico 

following upon H era ld o f Truth contacts in that area. Audi ence• averag
ing 90 each eveni ng, a lmost all of whom were non-chri•tians attended public 

meetings, and the days were spent in personal teaching in the city. Thi• 

cutreach of the Meadowbrook c hurch adds •ubstantially to what the 

church is doing to get the go•pel to Latin America. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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Hurray /or Carol Burnett 

Kow lhe co_urts have decided the case, and Carol 
Burnett has won her l ibel suit against t he National En
quirer. And we are glad! It isn't that we held any brief 
for Carol Burnett. In our opinion too much of her stuff 
falls in the category or suggestiveness and smut. But 
she succl ·a national magazine for slander and won. We 
would to God that some of our own slander sheets could 
learn a lesson from it. 

It is a real tragedy when we in the chu rch come to the 
point where we r elish that kind of trash. If in our boy
cott again~t pornographic material we would also stop 
reading church bulletins and yellow journals that are 
not any more careful with the facts, we would at least 
be consistent. 

We do not believe that Americans have a right to ride 
roughhod over the rights of others under the guise of 
the first amendment to our constitution. We have a 
mass media profession today that is turning more and 
more into editorializing, and away from simply a pre
sentation of the facts. Well chosen words, even when 
they report the facts, can give those facts an entirely 
slanted color. And the most difficult thing brethren 
have to deal with is colored facts. It is very difficult, if 
not impossible to keep the bias of the reporter from 
showing through hi s report. There is a difference in 
bu ilding a case and reporting the truth. 

Who among us has not fe lt slandered, at some time 
or another, by the reporting of church activities in the 
secular press'? Churches get into print in a most un
favorable l ight sometimes when they ar e simply doing 
what they believe the Bible and the Great commission 
commands them to do. It might be good if some church
es that have been the merciless victims of slanderous 
reporting would sue the newspaper. Carol Burnett did 
it and won. 

On too many occasions some of our own brethren 
have taken s lanted newspaper stories and used them to 
their own purposes. When we go blind to holy purposes, 
we will sometimes use anythi ng, said by anybody, that 
seems to uphold our cause. Vle would know better under 
any other circumstances, but if it fits our case we will 
stoop to use it. Second hand slander is even dirtier than 
first hand. People generally· like dirt, but Christians 
ought not to . Whi le there must always be room for 
leg itimate criticism, and al l our ·ways must be open to 
in,·cstigtion, we ought to abhor traffic in such stuff 
ourselves. 

How is it that ,,.e can become incensed over pornog
raphy in the secular press, and can mount a bo"cott that 
has telling effect, and we do not become ince;1secl over 
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brotherhood muckraking ? Many who would not buy a 
"girlie" magazine go nuts over a br otherhood scanda l 
sheet. Even church bulletins often carry articles in the 
same class. When we recall how much we have suffered 
because of these things we say "Hurray for Carol Bur
nett!" 

It isn't just the insta nces of verbal garbage that both
ers us; it is the appetite for such things. If someone is 
looking for the s igns of a cult, here is a good one. Where 
has love, protection and forgiveness gone'? What plea
sure do we get out of another's downfall? CorrecLion of 
any foibles could best be done by private pleading rather 
than brazen headlines. 

Paul admonished some brethren who had differences 
to settle it among themselves, rather than to take it be
fore unbelievers. We do not believe the Bible teaches 
that brethren should rush into public print, or get on 
the local radio to malign their brethren. How, in the 
name of reason, do we feel that we can do the cause of 
Christ a service by rushing to the public media to de
nounce things we do not agree with, when even our own 
views are subject to the possibility of being in error'? 

Paul asked a sensible question when he asked Corin
thian saints if they did not think they had a single \\'ise 
man among them who could judge in these matters, and 
shamed them for parading their differences before un
believers. 

THE FOUNDA1'ION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC 

Under the direction of Holland Boring, Sr., Paul 
Epps, Bob Connel, Tom Chapin, and H olland Bori ng, Jr., 
conduct the FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH 
MUSIC at Hensel Memorial Camp, near Austin. The 
School is under the joint sponsorship of the ·w estover 
Hills church in Austin, and the Firm Foundation. We 
have trained over 1800 men and boys to lead sing ing, 
and to lead people. Every young man in the chur ch cou ld 
profit from the experience. Parents and chu rches should 
take advantage of the opportunity. The date this year is 
June 8-19. The cost is $135 per student. A ll reservations 
should be sent to Foundation School of Church Music, 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767. We need the support of 
elders everywhere in making announcements and en
couraging their young people to attend. We will send 
you back some leaders of church ,,·ork who will sen·e 
effectively for the next 50 years or more. 
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Something of the temperature of the 
times in which we are living can be seen 
in the things that people become excited 
about. To call attention to trends lays one 
open to the accusation of being opposed to 
that which he ranks in secondary impor
tance; however, we may be reminded that 
Jesus was not against housework when he 
informed Martha that Mary had chosen 
the better part. He was not suggesting 
that housework should be discontinued, he 
was only saying that values were out of 
focus. 

There are waves of excitement that 
sweep through our congregations. If one 
plans a program of teaching methods well 
and announces it properly, he is likely to 
attract a sizeable audience. Marriage 
seminars and marriage films draw ca
pacity crowds; the divorce statistics con
firm that help is needed in this area. 
Through all the schools counseling has 
become the "in thing.'' Hosts of people, 
even the inexperienced and the mal-adjust
ed, envision themselves as potentially able 
to solve the world's problems with counsel
ing. It is a current that is having its day, 
and some preachers claim that as much 
as sixty percent of their time is spent in 
this activity. 

Somewhat like the people of Athens, we 
seem to be a people always wanting to 
hear some new thing. Personal work gad
gets had their fling until people discovered 
that for the gadgets to be of value one had 
to work them-one had to get involved in 
the lives of one's prospects. So that wave 
came and went. The "Million for the Bil
lion" idea was a good idea, and it drew 
great crowds at its peak, but it all played 
out in one year. There are now probably 
more people that never heard of it than 
there are who remember it. 

Announce a situation in which pure 
Bible study is to be engaged in and the 
one thing sure is that the attendance will 
be small. It does not seem to have dawned 
on us that knowing the Bible is more im
portant for teachers than is knowing_ bet
ter teaching methods. We do not -seem to 
have grasped the idea that the route to 
better teaching and even better preaching 
is not through methods (though all can 

JACK P. LEWIS 

use better methods), but through better 
knowledge of the Scriptures themselves. 

We seem to be forgetting that the 
soundest advice about marriage is to teach 
a person what God said about it, what his 
obligation to that teaching is, that his 
eternal welfare depends on what he does 
about it. What psychologists and sociaolog
ists have to say about human relations -is 
not going to modify those obligations. A 
lot that comes from the non-Christian 
psychiatrists and sociologists is very un
biblical and very anti-biblical. 

Though it is only one man's opinion, 
when the best minds of a group of people 
are more interested in majoring in sci
entific subjects than they are in majoring 
in the Word of God, values have become 
warped. When a Christian school has 
more students that want to major in coun
seling than want to major in Bible, some
thing has gotten out of joint. When a 
preacher is spending sixty percent of his 
time in counseling, it would seem to me 
that he is spending too much time in coun
seling and is neglecting his primary work 
of preaching the gospel. A short time back 
one of my students reported that in inter
viewing for a place he asked what his 
counseling responsibilities would be. The 
elders told him, "We do not expect you to 
counsel. We want you to preach the Gos
pel. We will try to do the counseling." I 
think they were in the right. 

I recently watched a recommended film 
about a clown who in doing good deeds got 
in other people's way. They finally hanged 
him. J;lut as the chief perpetrator of the 
deed meditated about the goodness of the 
man and about his own situation, he 
reached for the face paint. In a short time 
he had taken up the life of the clown and 
was going about doing the things the man 
he had killed did. I did not miss the point 
of the allegorical presentation; the tech
nique was novel; however, I would have 
been more edified had I watched a 
straight-forward presentation of the Gos
pel story and of the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus itself. 

When I was a student in college I ran 
across the illustration of the soldier who 
awakened to find a building in camp on 

fire. In his excitement, he shouted himself 
hoarse crying. "Fire, fire!" Only a few 
heard him. All the time, however, at his 
side was his unused bugle. A few blasts on 
it would have awakened the entire camp. 
In Josiah's day people made a similar mis
take while allowing the law to become lost 
in the rubble of the temple. 

A Baptist preacher in the East who had 
passed his eightieth year and who later 
opened to me the opportunity to purchase 
the first church building the church ever 
owned in Rhode Island, said to me one 
day, "Had I to do it over again, I would 
study the Bible more and theology less." 

What can take the place in the life of a 
preacher of having lived with the men of 
the Old Testament until they are his best 
friends? What can serve him better than 
for a scripture turned phrase to roll out 
when he opens his mouth because that is 
where his heart is? Over the long haul, 
will "I know a girl who has such and such 
a problem ... " move men more, or will the 
story of Mary out of whom had come 
seven demons? Will men find hope better 
in "How to Win Friends'' or in the story 
of the prodigal boy who came to himself, 
came home, and found a welcome there? 
The skilled scribe brings out things old 
and new; but somehow in sph·itual mat
ters the old seems to wear a lot better 
than much of the new does. 

Who can explain the meaning of God's 
word the better, the man who knows all 
the professional techniques of speech, all 
the theories of how culture can affect 
things, or the man whose mind automati
cally registers a situation in the Old Testa
ment that is illustrative of a New Testa
ment passage? Who is better off, the man 
who has known people who have all your 
symptoms or the man whose mind prompt
ly recalls a verse of Scripture that tells 
you what you really ought to do? Who can 
explain better, the man who knows the 
latest sociological theory, or the man who 
has the languages of the Bible at his 
command to be able to dig beneath the 
surface meaning of a word and beneath 
the traditions that gather moss-like about 
it? 

Harding Graduate School, Memphis, Tenn. 

3 [259] 



4 [260] 

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT 
Many strong, discerning Christians believe it is urgent that 

we act now. They are alarmed about the church. And they are 
not alarmists. They just see what is happening. For instance: 

1. We are no longer the fastest growing religious 
body in America. Though we have increased many 
phases of our work, our growth has slowed down. 

2. We are not baptizing many, other than our 
own children. Consequently, we don't talk much 
now about conversions - mostly about responses -
which is scriptural, but it leaves us devoid of con
versions and destitute of numerical growth. 

3. Discriminating brethren believe that the aver
age member today doesn't know what he believes 
and why he believes it as the average member did 
twenty years ago. Why? 

4. It is openly admitted that our members are 
not -b.eing indoctrinated now as they were a few 
years ago. And the contradictory and incriminat
ing thing is: We also admit that if we fail to 
indoctrinate just one generation -not two- the 
church will go into apostasy. It has in the past. 
And a rule of life is- what has happened can 
happen. 

5. Many spiritual giants among us recognize the 
problem, its cause, and what needs to be done to 
remedy it. They are saying. "What we do in the 
next ten years will perhaps determine whether this 
generation and the next will have the church as 
we now know it." They are saying, .. Somebody 
should initiate a program that will encourage more 
com·ersions and growth, more indoctrination and 
soundness! We ought to do something that will 
get the job done! And the congregations should 
cooperate!" 

How do you feel? 

NOW LET US DO SOME SOUL-SEARCHING: 

1. How many other than your own children are 
you baptizing each year? 

2. What are you doing to sow the seed in the 
hearts of the aliens in your own community? 

3. What percentage of your church budget is set 
up to especially reach the aliens in your own com
munity? (Don't count \'ery much for church build
ing, parking lot, utilities, Bible school literature or 
even gospel meetings, because the aliens don't attend 
much.) 

4. What are you doing in a systematic and or
ganized way in your congregation to teach and pre
pare the members to give a reason for their hope 
(I Pet. 3:15) and to defend the gospel (Phil. 1: 17) ? 
Are you teaching courses that get down to in
doctrinating your people? Of course, not all the 
time, but some of the time? (for other matters need 
to be taught, too.) Do you think the members would 
do more to teach lost people, if they knew the 
answers to the questions that might arise? 

5. Are you willing to 1Jreach what you practice? 
For years we have said, "One should practice what 
he preache.~," and rightly so. But now it is just 
as urgent that we p1·each what we practice. If we 
don't, it won't be long until we shall change our 
practice. 

In a congregation where they had a sermon on, 
"Why We Do Not Have Instrumental Music in 
the Worship," it caused an uproar. Obviously, they 
were not willing to preach what they practice. Any 
outsiders who might have been present knew they 
did not have instrumental music, but a substantial 
number in the church were not willing to tell them 
why. Nearly everybody in your community who 
knows anything at all about the church of Christ 
has some knowledge of what you practice, but he 
does not know why. Are you willing to tell him 
why. If not, why not? 

Could you be afraid of lowering your inaage? It 
didn't hurt the Jerusalem church. It caused them 
to be looked upon w~th favor- not popularity, but 
respect (Acts 2 :47). A failure to preach what you 
practice will destroy your image. It will cause the 
outsiders to look upon you with contempt, to say, 
"They don't even believe their own practices; they 
are tradition-bound, not Bible-centered; they are 
just traditionally practicing some things handed 
down to them by their fathers, which they them
selves do not believe." 

Some cases in point: No one becomes upset be
cause the Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Baptists, 
Catholics, or any others, try to sell their religion. 
You may say, "I don't belie~e what you teach, but 
I admire you for trying to teach it." 
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MICHAEL SUMMERS 

Iran released fifty-two Americans from captivity on January 
20, 1981. Their release produced national joy and relief. Millions 
of their countrymen had prayed for them, had written to them 
and had affixed bumper stickers to cars and yellow ribbons to 
trees as &! means of providing support for them. American citi
zens identified with the hostages because of the value which ac
crues to freedom in our culture. The involuntary imprisonment 
of fifty-two Americans in a foreign capital provoked an angry 
reaction. The Iranians were denying freedom to Americans! 
Freedom, although frequently either abused or restricted, is an 
important facet of the American lifestyle. 

Freedom also characterizes Christianity. Jesus encouraged 
searching for the truth and said that his disciples would find it. 
He said, "You will know the truth and the truth will set you 
free." He exhorted men to give the search for the kingdom of God 
priority in their lives. In this way they would obtain all that they 
needed. Jesus did not espouse blind adherence to tradition. Re
ligious leaders questioned his devotion to the Law. They con
demned his lifestyle. Jesus taught that rabbinic tradition had 
obscured the will of God and had made it harder to please God. 
He denounced the system that had developed in Judaism. He ad
vocated a search for the truth of God. Jesus was outspoken. He 
expressed his convictions freely; fear of censure did not halt his 
work. His teaching and popularity among the common people 
caused his execution. 

Christianity therefore has a liberal heritage in that its founder 
was dedicated to freedom from human tradition. He directed men 
towards God. The example of Jesus adds a different dimension 
to the word 'liberal.' He established a pattern for liberalism in 
religion. His liberalism differed from contemporary definitions 
in several ways, His example exposes many ways in which al
leged modern liberals are captives. 

Jesus was not a slave to the past. He worked to free men from 
the burden of the Law. This man condemned bigotry and tra
ditionalism. He defied custom in the way he treated women and 
other races. Jesus, however, did not ignore the past in his search 
for truth. He acknowledged the truth which was the basis of 
Judaism. Rabbinic tradition had corrupted Judaism but truth 
was still apparent in its teachings. 

A few decades later, John, confronting a heresy which con
tested the humanity of Christ, enjoined his readers to "not be
lieve every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God." The Christian must be willing to investigate all op
tions in his search for truth. A tendency has existed to either re
ject the disciples of previous thinking altogether or to cling to it 
obsessively. A Christian must not assume that his generation 
has a monopoly on truth. An example of this tendency is the 

assumption that New Testament Christianity has been totally 
restored and that our sole responsibility is to protect the status 
quo. 

The Christian avoids another tendency which threatens free
dom. Emphasis on human freedom sometimes overlooks respon
sibility to the Christian community. This anthropocentric em
phasis also de-emphasizes the role of God in religion and history. 
This emphasis allows the individual to use his freedom to violate 
the freedom of others in the community. Christian freedom must 
recognize that the individual does not live in a vacuum. His ac
tions and decisions affect the lives of other individuals. Liberal 
thought is not an arbitrary system which allows chaos in the 
name of freedom. An anthropocentric mind-set tends to exag
gerate its own role in its interaction with others and with God. 
Man becomes the measure of all things. 

The anthropocentrist attributes to himself the ability to dis
cern the limitations of God. Such reasoning fails to appreciate 
the forces which have exerted influence on the individual. Edu
cation, environment, and contemporaries have together helped 
us to shape his attitudes. His ability to judge God should there
fore be reconsidered. Frederick Wilhelmsen writes concerning 
Rudolf Bultmann that his attempt to demythologize Scripture 
was the result of his own myth that God would not do what Ru
dolf Bultmann would not do ("Modern Man's Myth of Self
Identity," Modern Age 24 (Winter 1980) :40) This underlines 
the Christian'·s responsibility to consider all possibilities. 

The Christian's goal is truth. A Christian refuses unthinking 
acceptance of any creed or doctrine. He investigates every theory 
to find whether it is from God. Attempts to discourage such in
vestigation are occasionally made in the name of orthodoxy. 
"Liberals" (in the alleged heterodox sense) are enjoined to be 
satisfied with the system as it is. Such an appeal violates the 
spirit of Christianity. 

Members of a movement which attempts to restore pure Chris
tianity must avoid complacency and the assumption that ulti
mate truth has been obtained. If Thomas Campbell, James 
O'Kelly, and Barton Stone had quelled their quest for truth and 
feigned satisfaction with religious movements to which they 
belonged, they would have lived a lie and the Restoration move
ment might never have begun. Their love for freedom enabled 
them to scale the mountains of tradition and discover the truth 
that lay beyond. Their heirs must maintain the willingness to 
investigate their beliefs. They must engage in sound biblical 
exegesis. Failure to do these two things will produce a hardened 
traditionalism. A hardened traditionalism will end our quest 
for restoration and any hope for Christian freedom. 

2987 Getwell Road #2, Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
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The Desolation of Jerusalem 
and the Coming of the Son of Man 

BRUCE TERRY 

One of the more disputed pa!'sagcs of 
scripture is the discourse of Jesus about 
the desolation of J cru~alem and the com
ing of the Son of Man. This discourse is 
recorded in 1\Iatthcw 24, :\Iark 13, and 
Luke 21. A quick reading of one or all of 
these accounts of this discourse may leave 
the reader confused. There arc two rca
sons for t his initia l confusion. First, the 
language that is used is often highly sym
bolic, being drawn to a great extent from 
lhe language of the Old Testament proph
ets. Second, there arc two themes (the 
dcsolntion of Jersusalem in A.D. 70 and 
the second com ing of Christ) which are 
woven togclhe•· to such an extent that it is 
hard to di sE>ntangl C' them. This facl has 
opened the wny for lwo majo•· misunder
standings of this discourse: one which sees 
the entire discourse relating only to the 
desol::ltion of Jeru!'alem in A.D. 70 and lhe 
olhe•· which sees the entire discourse relat
ing only to the second coming of Christ. 

The latter view is held mostly by pre
millenialis ts. It ignores many of the plain 
statements in the passage relating it to lhe 
first century and makes the whole thing 
unfulfilled. Its danger is that it starts 
people predicting specific current events 
by a literal interpretation of symbolic 
Bible passages. It. looks forward to the 
restoration of the Law of Moses, a burden 
which was done away with in the death of 
Christ, and lo an earthly kingdom of the 
J ews which is all powerful. When followed 
lo its logical conclusion, it presents J esus 
as one who came to establish an earthly 
Jt'wish kingdom bul didn't prove po,,·e•·ful 
enough. Thus he established the church as 
an nftC'•·thought unlil such time as he 
should be powt'rful enough to come a sec
ond time and establish his kingdom. 

The forme•· view is held primarily by 
millcnialists who are st rongly anti-pre
millenia!. It lakes the passages which 
refer to the coming of lhc Son of :\Ian as 
symbolic for coming in destruction upon 
the city of Jerusalem. T he problem is t hat 
these passages nrc tightly tied by linguis
tic parallels to most other passages in the 
New Tcslamt'nt t hat refer to the second 
coming. When followed lo its logical con
clusion. it pl"C!;C'nt!; all the passages relat
ing to the SC'concl coming, the resurrection, 
the end of the' world. and the final judge
ment as being symbolic fot· what happened 
in A.D. 70 and thus completely does away 
with any future hope. 

It is in these chapters that the editorial 
activity of the gospel writers is seen most 
clral"ly. Mark seems lo prc!'ent the apostles 
as ,·icwing lhe destruction of the temple 
as happening at the !'econd coming. ?lint
thew, howeve r, more cl<>arly separates the 
two, rcc01·ding the disciples as asking: 
first, "whC'n will lht'!>C things be" (i.e., lhe 
throwing down of the stones of t he tem
ple) and ~C'cond. "what will be the s ign of 
you•· advent ancl of lh <> completion of the' 
age?" Luke, still cliffcrenlly, gathers much 
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of the material relating lo the second com
ing together and puts il in chapter 17:22-
37, leaving most of chapter 21 referring to 
the desolation of Jerusalem. These differ
ences of approach to this discourse must 
be kept in mind as one compares these 
three different accounts. The discourse can 
be outlined and summarized in the follow
ing way. 
T he Prediction of the Temple's Dest ruct ion 
and the Resulting Quest ions 
(Mt. 24:1-3; Mk. 13:1-•l; Lk. 21 :5-7) 

First, some of J esus' disciples point out 
the beautiful temple buildings .. Jesus re
sponds b~· saying that they will be de
stroyed to such an extent thal one stone 
will not be left on lop of another. Later 
the disciples ask him two questions: (1) 
"when will these things be?" and (2) (as 
:'.Ialhew records it) "what will be the 
sign of your advent and of the completion 
of the age?" Note that Mark has this sec
ond question worded in such a way as to 
show that the disciples thought the temple 
would be destroyed at lhc end of the world. 
They ask, "what will be the sign when 
these things [i.e., the lh•·owing down of 
the stones of the temple] are all to be 
completed?" Also note that Luke does not 
include a question about t he second com
ing. 1 n Luke the second question regards 
when "these things" arc going lo "hap
pen." 
\Varnings Agains t Being Led Ast ray and 
Falling Away 
(i'IIt. 24:4-14; :'.fk. 13:5-13; Lk. 21 :8-19) 

Jesus am;w<>red first to clear up their 
misunderstanding. He tell s them to take 
heed lest they be led astray. There will be 
wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, fam
ines , and pestilences, but they should n ot 
not be alarmed. Note that today these are 
the things often listed as s igns of the sec
ond coming, but Jesus himsel f says that 
when these things happen. •·the end is not 
yet," ra ther, "this is bul the beginning of 
the birth-pangs." He wams against going 
after those who say, "The time has come 
near." He goes on to say that they will be 
persecuted and exhorts them to endu1·e. 
The G real Tribulation 
(Mt. 25:15-22; Mk. 13:14-20; Lk. 21:20-
24) 

Next Jesus answers their first question 
about when the temple will be destroyed. 
He sa~·s that when they see the "abomi
nation of desolation" (abomination that 
causes desolalion-KIV) spoken of by the 
prophet Daniel (in Dan. 9:27 and 12:11; 
compare also 11 :13), th C'n they will know 
that it is time for lho!>e in Judea to im
mediate!~· flee to the mountains. Luke e:x
plains that Lhis abomination of desolation 
is to he armies surroundinsr J erusalem, 
and it is Jerusalem itself which is to be 
desolated. )1ote that J esus places t hi s 
event in the lifetime of the disciples; He 
tells them, "when uou sre." He further 
says that this will be a Lime of "great 
tribulation, such as has not been from the 

beginning of the world until now, no, and 
never will be." ll will be a lime for J ews 
to be killed and taken captive and for 
Jerusalem to be trodden down by the 
Gentiles. 

I t is not unusual to hear someone teach
ing that the "great tribulation" is still in 
the future. It should be noted, howc,·er, 
that J esus uses the ph1·ase lo desc.-ibe the 
time when the stones of the temple would 
be thrown down, when J erusalem would 
be surrounded hy armiC's, desolated, and 
trodden down by the Gentiles, and when 
the J ews would be killed and taken cap
ti,·e. All these things happened in the 
period from A.D. 66 lo 70. The J ewish 
historian J osephus records that during the 
seigc of J erusalem rob be•· bands made 
murder the rule and the famine became so 
severe that one woman killed and roasted 
her own infant son. Over l.l million J ews 
died in the seigc and over 90,000 were 
taken captive. The city was burned and 
leveled and put under Roman rule, just as 
Jesus had prediclecl. 
Warnings Against False Chris ts and False 
P rophets 
(1\lt. 24 :23-28 ; Mk. 13 :21 -23) 

Jesus goes on to say that if at this lime 
someone should predict the second coming, 
not to believe it. Rather, the advent of the 
Son of :\Ian would be ns obvious as the 
lightning that brightens the whole sky. 
This introduces the subjects of the second 
coming. I t is s trange in light of the clear 
teaching of this pa~sage that some should 
be teaching that the coming of the Son of 
Man was in A.D. 70 when Jerusalem was 
dest royed. 
The Coming of I he Son of Man 
()It. 2·1:29-31; l\lk. 13:24-27; Lk. 21:25-
28) 

I t is equally strange to hear some peo
ple leaching that the great tribulation is 
yet to happen and that it will not happen 
until after Jesus has come again and the 
chu1·ch has been caught up (raputrcd) to 
meet him in the air. For Jesus himself 
goes on to answer the second question 
about his advent and the "completion of 
the age." And in doing so he places the 
time of the coming of the Son of Man 
"after the tribulation of those days." This 
also rules out a symbolic coming at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. It is immediately 
after lhe llibulation that various heavenly 
signs begin to be seen. These signs (sun 
and moon darkened, s tars falling from 
heaven, and heavenly powers shaken) are 
symbolic fot· political upheave!. (Compare 
Isaiah 13:1, 10, 17 and Ezekiel 32:2, 7, 11 
where the same type of language is used 
lo describe the des ll·uction of Babylon by 
lhe l\fedes and of Egypt by Babylon, re
~pectively.) l t is then, at this time of po
litical turmoil, that the Son of .Man will 
come on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory and will send out his 
angels to gather his elect from all the 
world. Kole too that Jesus places this 
eYent after the lifetime of the disciples: 
He !>ays, "the11 will sec," not, "you will 
sec." 

Now some teach that this coming of the 
Son of Man is a symbolic coming in de
struction on Jerusalem. Others teach that 
it is a third corning seven years aflet· the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Church Growth Series (10) 

"Go ... and Make Disciples" 
GERALD PADEN 

We serve under the same commission 
that Jesus gave to the Apostles. The mes
sage they preached, the salvation they of
fered, the conditions they laid down and 
the surrender to the Lordship of Jesus 
they demanded are all the same for us 
today. They were to "go and make dis
ciples of all the nations baptizing them 
(the disciples) into the name of the Fa
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them (the disciples) to observe 
all things whatsoever I commanded you." 
(Matt. 28:19-20). The implication of this 
passage is that we are to baptize only 
those who are committed disciples of 
Jesus. 

Disciples are "made"; disciple-making is 
a process. At least this is the way Jesus 
used the term, as he talked of the "scribe 
who has been made a disciple of the king
dom of heaven" (Matt. 13:52). In this 
same vein, John tells us some of the things 
that happened when the Pharisees heard 
"the Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (the Baptist) ... " 
(Jno. 4:1 ). And this is the way Luke 
described the success of Paul and Barna
bas in Derbe: "they made many disciples" 
(Acts 14 :21). So in the commission, Jesus 
commanded the continuation of the same 
disciple-making process. 

What Is The Process? 
. Jesus began the Matthew account of the 
commission by saying: "All authority has 
been given unto me in heaven and on 
earth" (28:18). One is a disciple of Jesus 
when he acknowledges his universal au
thority an·d submissively bows to it. The 
nations need to know that Jesus is in 
charge of their destiny and that they owe 
him unreserved obedience. 'rhe pre-baptis
mal confession demands that each candi
date for baptism acknowledge the Divinity 
and Lordship of ·Jesus (Acts 8:37; Rom. 
10:9). He is not the Lord of one who is 
not committed to "do the things which he 
says" (Lk. 6:46). When he is Lord, one 
never says "Not so, Lord" as Peter did in 
Joppa! If one can say "no" to him, then he 
is not Lord. The true disciple expresses 
this attitude toward Christ: "Speak, Lord, 
thy servant heareth, command and I will 
obey." So preaching the authority and 
Lordship of Jesus is essential to the dis
ciple-making process. 

What Is A Disciple? 
Jesus is clear on this subject. He tells us 

what a disciple is. He tells us what a dis
ciple is not. He tells us what a disciple 
does. And in all of his teachings he relates 
the disciple to himself. Let us look at a few 
of the more significant discipleship pas
sages and accept Jesus teachings as the 
standard. ~ 

1) Matt. 10:24--"A disciple is not above 
his teacher, nor a servant· above his lord. 
It is enough for the disciple that he be as 
his teacher, and the servant as his lord." 
There is a disciple-teacher, servant-lord 
relationship in thfs passage. A disciple is 
to his teacher as a servant is to his lord. 

The logical question is: how is the teacher 
and lord? In the preceding context Jesus 
had just sent the apostles on the "limited 
commission." In verses 9-10 he told them 
to take neither gold nor silver, not even a 
change of garments: "for the laborer is 
worthy of his food." In other words, God 
will be your Providence--just as he was to 
Jesus. Then in verses 16ff he told them 
they would be persecuted, just as he was 
persecuted. But the disciple must claim no 
immunities for himself-for, after all, he 
is not above his master. So the disciple is 
as his teacher, in that he trusts God and 
endures persecution for his lord. 

2) Luke 14:26-33 presents three pre
conditions to discipleship. The first one re
lates to a man's "father, mother, wife, chil
dren, brothers, '!:listers and even his own 
life'' (vs. 26). Here Jesus demands un
rivaled devotion and love. He knows that 
the best service any man can render to his 
family is by being a true disciple. If such 
relationships are more important than 
Jesus, then he plainly declares: "he cannot 
be my disciple." Such a man is not a fit 
candidate for baptism. What a family may 
plan for a person's life cannot compare 
with what Jesus has planned for that life! 

The second pre-condition is the cruci
fied life. A man must "bear his own cross, 
and come after me." (vs. 27). There is only 
one purpose for a cross-and that is cruci
fixion! Jesus had already explained that 
self-denial and daily cross-bearing are pre
requisites to being his disciple (Lk. 9:23). 
What Jesus demands is that we write a 
check payable to him, in the amount of our 
total life, sign it and give it to him. By 
thus "denying self" and 1'taking up our 
own cross," we are thus able to get self 
out of the way so that Christ can make 
something good out of our lives. If we are 
not willing to meet these conditions, then 
Jesus says we "cannot be his disciples." 
Here Jesus shows that the best life a man 
can have is had through being his disciple. 

The third pre-requisite is found in verse 
33. We must "renounce all that we have," 
and evidently we renounce all our posses
sions to Jesus. Here Jesus is demanding 
another check-payable as before to him, 
in the amount of all that we have. Now our 
possessions are his, to be used in keeping 
with his moral standards, and to be em
ployed in the progress of his cause. If we 
reject this demand, we cannot be his dis
ciple. Such a person is not willing for 
Christ to be the Lord of his life, and is 
not a fit subject for baptism. 

The above three demands may seem 
extreme; the price of discipleship may 
seem high. Being a disciple appears to re
quire great sacrifice. But to give up all 
that we are and have is simply a precon
dition to receiving all that he is and has. 
So the exchange is really profitable to us 
in every way. Many faced those same de
mands .during the life of Jesus on earth 
and tried to negotiate for what they con
sidered better, even cheaper terms. But 
Jesus' demands are not open to negotia
tion. Such attempts only cheapen the re
wards of discipleship. Some offered their 
ow·n conditions and time schedules .. But 
Jesus consistently rejected all counter
proposals. In this way he teaches us that 
what he has to offer is better than all that 

we are, or have, or ever hope to be or have. 
3) John 8:31-36-This passage is im

portant in that it is addressed to "those 
Jews that had believed him" (vs. 31). To 
those believers, he offers the condition to 
discipleship: "if you abide in my word" 
(vs. 31). On that condition Jesus says: 
';you are truly my disciples," and then 
proceeds to explain the rewards: "you 
shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free." (vs. 32). Disciples are the 
only "free" people in the world; they are 
"free indeed," for "the Son has made them 
free" ( vs. 36). The freedom is from the 
slavery to and of sin (vs. 34). To "abide 
in Jesus' word" means to believe it, to 
learn it and to live by it. Of course, when 
a disciple is baptized he does not have to 
know all the wor.d of Christ-but he must 
be committed to studying it continually so 
that he may "know the truth." He wants 
to "know" it so he can "abide in it." After 
his baptism, as he learns the truth of 
Christ his life is automatically brought 
into harmony with it. 

4) John 13:34-53-This passage tells 
us another of the things a disciple does
he loves. He knows that he is under the 
"new commandment" of love. What is new 
about the commandment is the intensity 
of the love it demands. The commandment 
is not simply that we love, but that we love 
"even as I have loved you." I John 3:16 
tells us how Jesus loved us: "he laid down 
his life for us." This is sacrificial love, 
self-denying love." The new standard is 
not simply a beautiful example, but is held 
out as. the ideal toward which the disciple 
is to grow. His life stands yielded to the 
love of the cross, and is submissive as the 
Father "perfects his love in us" (I John 
4:12, 17). 

5) John 15:8--Jesus makes "fruit-bear
ing" an evidence of discipleship, or vice
versa· he explains that his disciples will 
bear fruit. The new convert has borne no 
fruit at the moment of his baptism, except 
his own obedience. But he must know that 
Christ demands that his life be fruitful in 
the lives of others. Verse 16 of bis context 
shows that the fruit is other converts to 
faith in Christ. Jesus i.3 just as unrelenting 
in his demand for fruit in this verse as he 
was in the Luke 14 conditions. There he 
said "you cannot be my disciple" and here 
he says: "you are cast forth as a branch 
... withered ... and burned" (vs. 6). He 
assures his disciples that "he that abides 
in me, and I in him, the same bears much 
fruit" ( vs. 5). The he proceeds to affirm 
that ",apart from me" a man is not only 
fruitless but also rejected. 

These passages shed much light on what 
a disciple is, is not and what he does. They 
tell us that the disciple has adequate re
wards to enrich his life and make him a 
source of glory to God (John 15 :8). He is 
thus t·escued from the vicious cycle of 
sin, selfish living and aimlessness in life. 
The disciple knows that he is a man with 
a destiny of glory and he wants others to 
share in the "abundant life" that only 
Jesus can give. 

Disciples In The Early Church 
During the first few years of the 

church the members were consistently 
called ".disciples." They called themselves 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Exegesis and the Pulpit 
Responsible exegesis and exposition of 

Scripture begins with an awareness of the 
available exegetical tools, and a working 
mythodology sensitive to the nature of the 
biblical documents. Since the modern 
exegete of Scripture is separated lin
guistically, culturally, historically, and 
geographically from the biblical writers, 
interpretation of their message requires 
a mul tiplicity of skills. Not only must the 
exegete have a working knowledge of the 
biblical languages, he must be able to re
create the ancient cultural and geographi
cal context to bridge the gap which, 
separates out· minds from those of the 
Biblical writers. Modem research has pro
duced extended investigations into every 
category on biblical studies, which no seri
ous student can afford to neglect. 

Expos ition of the text involves the move
ment. from a passage's historical meaning 
to its significance for today. While both 
exegcis a nd exposition are necessary steps 
in the study of the Bible, the latter must 
always proceed the former. Only when 
the intent of the original writer has been 

LARRY CHOUINARD 

determined, can one proceed to make legiti
mate application. The ultimate task of pro
claiming God's word is to put the audience 
into the position of feeling the original 
impact of the biblical message, only in 
twentieth century terms. In order to avoid 
using the text as a mere spring-board for 
your own thoughts, our proclamation must 
be based on sound exegetical conclusions. 
A proclamation lacking in textual support 
is equally lacking in authority. 

II our message is to be biblically based 
we can not avoid the task of exegesis. Too 
many pulpits are being filled by intel
lectual midgets whose theological tradition 
has constricted their investigation of the 
text to finding precisely what they have 
concluded already. After all, who needs 
exegesis as long as the pew conforms, and 
our conclusions are traditionally sound? 
Some preachers think nothing of manipu
lating passages in their enthusiasm to 
make an application. In many pulpits the 
Bible serves as little more than a launching 
pad to orbit one around a particular issue. 

(Continued on page 14) 

How 1 o Be Happy .. Though Married ROBERT PEEKE 

''Vc can either "cut·se the darkness" or 
"shed some light." Marriage in America is 
in trouble! Not only is divorce skyrocket
ing, but the home as a God-designed insti
tution is under direct attack. From the 
halls of secular schools-to the halls of 
congress-to the howls of the feminist 
movement, the obituat·y of traditional 
marriage is being prepared and propa
gated. 

The current. trend may be partly at
tributed to a vast number of marriages 
wherein wedlock has become deadlock. It's 
true! :\! any say, " If I had another chance, 
I wouldn't take the chance!" Too often a 
marriage becomes like railroad tracks: 
side-by-side, but never touching, sharing, 
uniting-no "oneness" (Genesis 2:23-25). 
A popular book reflects this problem in 
the title, "How To Be Happy, Though 
Married." 

We believe in God's design fot· marriage. 
We believe t hat marital-m isery and 
missed-bliss are tools of the devil which 
destroy fat· too many otherwise successful 
lives. It's hard to cook anything when 
there is no fire in the o\·en! H ere's some 
fi t·e, fuel, spark fot· your marital happi
ness. The fo llowing seven powerful sug
gestions can enhance your romance and 
give lift:: to your Jh·es together. 

Firs t, BURY THE PAST. The stum
blings, mistakes, tragedies, failures cannot 
be "t·c-donc." Bury it. ... and help your 
mate bury it! Develop mutual trust, share 
the past as wisdom dictates, build upon it, 
but don't let. it "grow on you." You may 
have lost some battles , but you can still 
win the wa!'! 

Second, START AT THE MIRROR. 
Satan wants us to "keep score" on each 
other ... to "pick, pick, pick" .. . to keep 
a "little black book." In so doing, we for
get (1) out· own weaknesses, (2) the 
strengths of our mate, and (3) God's wis
dom in blending the two in our marriage. 
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Take a look before you "take a shot" at 
him/ her. 

T hird, LEARN THREE BIG WORDS. 
Tho "biggest" three are: "I love you." The 
"big" three arc: "I am sorroy." Say it ... 
mean it! The tendency to defend, to al
ways "be right" will leave mates either 
isolated or desolated. The elder brother 
was so righteous in his rightness. He said 
"I never" and "you never," both of which 
were probably false. Another word on this 
... learn to accept your mate in his/ her 
apology. Then, bury it, (not them)! 

Fourth, WATCH YOUR WORDS. A soil 
answer can be strong medicine for sick 
communications. After being married for 
awhile, we leam how to hurl each other. 
We learn what. to say and how to say it ... 
so it. will hurt! W icked words will quickly 
"put out the fire." How many does it take 
to argue? H ow many does it take to cor
t·ecL such? Don't "give place to the devil" 
in yout· words. Speak to edify, not vilify. 

F ifth, MASTER YOUR l\IONEY. Too 
often "ha,·ing" leads to "being had." This 
inflation-dominated society places t re
mendous stress upon our budgets and fi
nancial decisions. "Those great big beauti
ful dollat·s" lead frequently to companions 
forgetting the beauty and fragility of their 
marriage, not to mention their children. 
No marriage is worth "selling out" for 
thirty (or 300, or 3,000, or 3 million) pieces 
of silver. Husbands are to be married to 
wives, not jobs. Credit. cards and union 
cards should be appreciated, but never 
vcncmtcd. (By the way, neither can carry 
on n conversation, hold your hund, or say, 
·'I love you"). 

Sixth, BE FAITHFUL. A popular song 
goes, "Who's seeing who, who's being true, 
and who's cat· is parked nex t door?" Sex in 
America is a much-pampered and pandered 
commodity. Apart. from marital fidelity 
and passion, sexual intimacy will bu111 
you and your loved ones. Sure, it's every-

Commitment BYRON FIKE 

Jesus was at one time the most popu
lar man in Judea. As one begins reading 
t he Gospel of John he will notice that 
the popularity of Jesus is on the upward 
trai l. This incline reaches its peak in the 
sixth chapter where we find 5000 men fol
Jowing Jesus. 

On the standard of the world's measure 
of success, Jesus was doing pretty well. 
Yet, Jesus was not. interested in having 
large crowds following him unless they 
were willing to make n whole-hearted com
mitment. For this reason we read in John 
6:66 that "many of his disciples t urned 
back and no longer followed him." 

Today in 20th century America, J esus is 
a popular pct·sonality. One only needs to 
look in a phone book to see the number of 
denominations professing to follow Jesus. 
I have often wondered what Jesus would 
say if he could speak today before a 
gathering of all who claim to follow him. 
I have n feeling it would be similar to 
what he told the crowd in John 6:53. Here 
Jesus says that in ordet· to follow him, one 
must eat his flesh and drink his blood. 
Jesus is telling these people that if one 
desires to follow him, he must let Jesus 
become his food. 

We understand that in a physical sense 
we cannot. live without food. Food is what 
gives us strength and energy. Our physical 
lives are totally dependent on it . 

Jesus is saying that in the same way 
we must build our lives around him. Un
less we are feeding upon him we will have 
no life. 

The crowd in J ohn s ix found themselves 
at a crossroads. Jesus was demanding 
more from them than just an outward 
following. He was demand ing a l ife that 
was centered around him. Each of us must. 
face that. same crossroad today for Jesus 
slilJ requires that kind of commitment. 
Box 511, llarding University, Searcy, AR 
72143 

where--just. like birds. Remember: "You 
can't keep lhe birds from flying over your 
head, but you don't have to let them build 
a nest. there." "Lust not." 

Sc\'cnth, UNDERSTAND HIM/ HER. 
Each person is special, equipped with a 
unique blend of physical, mental, and emo
tional aspects. Each person has a certain 
temperament. which should be learned by 
theit· mate. Each person's personality is 
basically a product of their past social and 
domestic cnvit·onmenl. They need to under
stand themselves ... to be understood by 
their loved ones. The greatest need is for 
SELF-ACCEPTANCE. Nobody likes to 
feel alone, rejected, tht·eatcned. Marriage 
is designed to meet one another's deepest 
needs and complement one another's 
weaknesses. This is a lifelong growth 
process. Understanding one another will 
fuel your marriage for longer mileage and 
better perfomance. 

It all starts with you! Isn't. that great? 
Marriages fail because people fail . . . 
succeed because people succeed. That g ives 
us all hope! Building upon him who built 
marriage, we can expect more happiness 
in marriage and life. 
901 W. Rumble Rd., )1odesto, Ca. 95350 

FIRM FOliNDATION-APRl L 28, 1.,981 



Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. William V. Clary places before us the work of teaching 
elderly people in nursing homes. His suggestions are good. This 
can be a fruitful place of service, and as Bro. Clary indicates, 

great good will be the result. We thank Bro. Clary for sharing 
with us at this time.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, Salado, 
Texas 76571 

ELderly Evangelist 
WILLIAM V. CLARY 

One area that is being pursued more and more in our brother
hood is that of reaching the elderly. For too long these fine 
people have been overlooked in our programs of evangelism. This 
is one area that has not received a great deal of attention, but it 
is one of the most productive: that of nursing homes. 

Residents of these homes are there for many different reasons. 
The three most common, however, are: 1. either a physical or 
mental illness and one that needs constant attention; 2. no one 
in the family is able or willing to care for the older adult; 3. 
the older adult has no family at all. Usually the second or third 
reasons are the most frequent. Many adults in nursing homes 
have sharp minds and provide a challenge. Yet we need to re
member that all residents have souls and we have no right to 
refuse to teach any because we feel that he or she has a mental 
deficiency and is safe anyway. 

Some of the side benefits. of teaching these wonderful people 
are the doors that open regarding their relatives; the com
munity sees our efforts and is more receptive to us; more op
portunities for members of the church to serve become readily 
available. Thus there is more involvement in the church and less 
time for criticism. 

When a congregation feels that the opportunity is right to 

enter the home and begin a teaching program, they must be 
aware of some vital ideas. The only way to develop the confi
dence of the people is to be persistent. It usually takes several 
months before a deep trust is placed in the one teaching. By then 
the residents know that he or she really does care about them. 
Another key to be aware of is to take time to visit with the resi
dents either before or after a period of teaching. Many souls can 
be reached this way, too. 

It .has been this writer's experience that the seeds take a long 
time to germinate and yet at that point, many will be reaped at 
one time. For example, after one year of teaching we baptized 
the first resident, and now several are inquiring about the 
Bible. Even the employees will come for the teaching periods 
frequently and ask questions before or after the lesson. 

Following up the teaching of a soul that· has been added is 
unique and very important. It is wise to realize that many of the 
residents will be unable to attend services. Therefore, taping 
the sermons and elementary Bible teachings must be presented 
in the home. This again will involve many in the congregation. 

Remember the age of Moses, Noah, and Abraham and how 
effective they were. Let us never become so calloused that we 
overlook a soul due to a difference in age. 

Women in the 20th Century Church 
VINCE ANDERSON 

Do bachelor Paul's orders for the conduct of women in the 
church apply to Christian women today? Does the Women's 
Liberation Movement have a place in the church? The answer 
to the first is yes; to the second, no. 

There are groups of women today who are very vocal in crying 
out male chauvinism and saying that women should take the lead 
in religious areas. This is evidenced by the rising number of 
women "preachers," women "priests" and women "evangelists" 
in the major denominations of the W9rld. This unscriptural at
titude has also been advocated by some small groups within the 
church of our Lord. 

If the New Testament is still our guide, then Christ is still 
head of his church (Col. 1:18), Christ is still the head of every 
man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the 
head of Christ (1 Cor. 11 :3). Now does this mean women are in
ferior to men? By no means! Men and women are equal in the 
sight of God in regard to salvation (Gal. 3 :28), neither is any 
more or less important than the other. However, God has given 
men and women different areas of responsibilities in poth eve1·y 
day life and religious activities. 

Negatively speaking, women are not to usurp authority over 
the man in worship services by leading the worship but to remain 
in quietness (1. Cor. 14 :34). The women are not to teach or 
exercise authority over a man but to remain in quietness (1 
Tim. 2:12). God expects that men are to take the lead in the 
services of the church thereby ruling out women preachers, 

women evangelists and women elders. From just a short study of 
history one will learn that God has always expected men to take 
the lead in religious and family matters. This truth, by the 
way, has not changed even in our modern space age. 

Now, the question is, "What are some of the areas in which 
women are to function in the church?" While not compre
hensive, here are a few areas in which women can serve. 

Older women to teach younger women to love their husbands 
and their children-Tit. 2:3-4. We have not yet begun to fulfil 
this commandment in most of our congregations. 

Keepers (queen) of the home-Tit. 2:5. Women can make their 
homes a virtual "heaven on earth" for their families if they want 
to. The church needs to give more honor to women who make a 
career of being homemakers who raise faithful Christian chil
dren. 

Support the work of the church through their prayers. 
Encourage her husband to aspire to leadership in the church. 
Women can pattern their lives after that of the worthy woman 

of Proverbs 31. 
Be involved in visitation programs, hospital visitation, be

nevolent programs, etc. 
Jesus said "He that would be greatest among you let him be 

your servant." People should not, for their own glory, strive for 
positions of dominant leadership. All Christians must humbly 
serve in their God given spheres of influences to be pleasing to 
him. 
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WILLIAM (BILL) REEVES 
William (Bill) Reeves passed away in 

Escondido, Calif., on Feb. 17, 1981. Bill 
was born in 1913 in Midlothian, Texas, 
where he was also laid to rest. 

Bill preached in several states. Perhaps 
his greatest contributions were in the New 
Jersey area and in Hong Kong. Stephen 
Ma, a current worker in Red China, was 
taught and -encouraged by Bill. 

His last years were spent in Escondido, 
California. Bill had a passion for spread
ing the gospel through inexpensive tracts. 
After a stroke in 1977, he worked on, suit
ing his weakness to weak places. Bill 
fought to the end and left a good example. 
His faithful wife Marguerite, lives at 2280 
East Valley Parkway, Space #6, Escon
dido, CA 92027. He also leaves a son, Paul 
D. Reeves of Azle, Texas; a daughter, 
Carolyn Shugart of Escondido; and six 
grandchildren. 
James Gibbs 

C. B. Thomas 

C. B." THOMAS, 82, associate minister 
of Highland Drive Church of Christ died 
at 3:00 pm, Sunday, March 1, 1981 at the 
Doctors Regional Medical Center. He had 
been ill two months, suffering from lung 
cancer. . 

C. B. Thomas was born October 21, 
189'1, at Rutherford, Tenn. He was mar
ried to Lola Robinson on Feb. 15, 1919, at 
Holcomb, Mo. She died Oct. 5, 1974. He 
attended Freed-Hardeman College and 
Monette College at Rector, Ark. He first 

began preaching in 1915. In 1924 he began 
preaching full time and since then has 
served churches in Michigan, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Mississippi and Missouri. He had 
served as minister at the Highland Drive 
Church of Christ since September 1961. · 

Surviving is one daughter, Betty Martin 
of the home, one brother, Leslie G. Thomas 
of Chattanooga, two grandchildren and 
two great grand daughters. 

The funeral was held at 11 :00 a.m., 
Tuesday, March 3 at Highland Drive 
Church of Christ. The elders of the con
gregation officiated. The singing was pro
vided in an excellent way by the entire 
congregation. Burial was in Loyd Ceme
tery, Holcomb, Mo. 
Leamon L. Fowler 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Life Begins ~at ''39" 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp,· 
5 miles 'north of Madill, Oklahoma. 

May 13-16 
Bill Wiley, Director· 

Theme: What a Fellowship 

Speakers: 
Wednesday 

VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Our call to Christian Fellowship 

Thursday 
JOHN SHERO 

Fellowship and Discipline 
VIRGIL BENTLEY 

Our Life Together 
Friday 

LOYD CONNEL 
Fellowship in the Gospel 

VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Fellowship around the Throne 

Saturday 
J.D. WALKER 

Blessed Be the Tie 
Emphasis on Singing with Paul Epps, Songleader 

Alan Bennett, Resident Camp Manager 
3 nights lodging, 8 meals for only $25.00 per person. 

For more information and applications, contact ~·39 Camp," 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Route 1, Box 420, 

Madill, Oklahoma 73446, or call405/795-5015 

L----------------------------~-------------
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COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Hoose 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernploJ~ees 
o.,: 

cbaR.cbes a,: cbR.fst 
fnsaR.ance gRoap 

•'• •• • 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For EmpJoyees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT .....•.. $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT ·• . . • . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • . • • Covered as any other 
illness· would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED ............... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . • . . . . • • In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
, DEDUCTIBLE .......... : .. . $300~00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ..... ·• $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under 'ge 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. . . .. . • .. .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. · 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 
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THE DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM 
AND THE COMING OF 

THE SON OF MAN 

(Continued from page 6) 
rapture when the elect not in the 
church (as they suppose) will be saved. 
That neither of these views is true is 
seen by the fact that the same language 
is used to describe this coming and the 
second coming in other passages. In the 
disciples' original question about the 
"sign" the words "advent" and "comple
tion of the age" are used. "Advent (trans
lated "coming" in most English versions) 
is a term which usually is used in con
nection with the second coming, such as 
in I Cor. 15 :23 (the resurrection of the 
just happens at the advent), I Thess. 4:15 
(the rapture happens at the advent), II 
Thess. 2:1, 8 (Christians assemble to meet 
Christ at his advent when he destroys 
the lawless one), and II Peter 3:12 (the 
heavens and earth burn up at the advent). 
The "completion of the age" is also used 
in Matt. 13:39, 40, 49 and 28:20 where it 
is obvious that its meaning is the end of 
the world. The "sign" is the Son of Man 
in heaven, a sign which is seen (compare 
Rev. 1 :7). At the coming of the Son of 
Man the trumpet is sounded, as I Cor. 
15 :52 and I Thess. 4:16 also record will 
happen at the second coming. The "gath
ering" of the elect is also found in II 
Thess. 2:1 where it is Christians gather
ing. Later in the discourse Jesus notes 
that the coming will be like a "thief'' 
(compare I Thess. 5:2; II Peter 3:10; 
Rev. 16 :15) and that we are to "watch" 
(compare I Thess. 5:6). We are living in 
this time of political upheave}. Therefore, 
we ought to look up and raise our heads, 
because our redemption is drawing near 
(compare Rom. 8:23). 

The Parable of the Fig Tree 
(Mt. 24:32-33; Mk. 13:28-29; Lk. 21:29-
31) 

Next Jesus tells the parable of the fig 
tree. When this tree puts on leaves, you 
know that summer is near. In the same 
way, when you see these things happen
ing, you know that he is near. We have 
seen the desolation of Jerusalem; we see 
political turmoil and have for 1900 years; 
He is near! Praise God! But note that 
"these things" precede his coming-they 
do not include it. He is only near, not here. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

o TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Statements About Time 
(Mt. 24:34-36; Mk. 13:30-32; Lk. 21:32-
36) 

The importance of this is seen in that 
often misunderstood next passage where 
Jesus says, "this generation will not pass 
away until all 'these things' happen.'' Re
member that "these things" do not include 
the coming of the Son of Man, rather they 
precede it. And all these things did take 
place before that generation had passed 
away; they happened just forty years 
later. On the other hand, "that day," 
which no one but the Father knows, refers 
to when "heaven and earth will pass 
away." No one knows when Christ will 
come again. It is tragic that so many con
tinue to vainly set dates. 
Exhortation to Watch 
(Mt. 24:37-25:46; Mk. 13 :33-37) 

Since no one knows the time of Christ's 
coming, Matthew concludes the discourse 
with several parables on the need to watch 
for the second coming and be ready. 

These continue on into chapter 25 and 
end .with a description of the judgment. 
And Mark concludes with Jesus saying, 
"And what I say to you I say to all: 
Watch." Let us keep watching. 

P.O. Box 220, Montezuma Creek, Utah 
84534. 

MISSION WORK IN IRELAND 
Native Irish Family 

returning to Ireland after studies 
at 

Sunset School of Preaching 
to 

begin work with church 
in Dublin 

Interested in supporting the work? 

Contact 
David & Sally Dunn 

4424 A 36th St.; Lubbock, Tx. 79414 
1·806· 796-1123 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31,1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jim~y 'Vood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING fACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1981 in an expanding bac
calaureate nursing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of maternal-child or medical-surgical. Other areas 
may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small town only an 
hour's drive from downtown little Rock. For further information, contact Mrs. 
Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy. AR 72143. 
Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

Foundation School of Church Music 
June 8-19 

Please enroll 

NAME _____________ ADDRESS _______ _ 

CITY STATE _____ ZIP 
In the Foundation School of Church Music for the 1.981 term, 
June 8-19. Enclosed please find $135 for tuition, room, and board. 

Signed _________________ _ 

1l [~67 J 



"GO ••• AND MAKE DISCIPLES" 

(Continued from page 7) 
"servants." They were first called Chris
tians at Antioch (Acts 11 :26). And all the 
evidence that is given about them shows 
that they met the prerequisites Jesus had 
laid down for discipleship. They "con
tinued stedfastly in the apostle's doctrine" 
as the John 8:31-32 discipleship passage 
demanded. Therefore they were "fruit
bearing" (Acts 2:47), in keeping with the 
John 15 :8 passage. There was not one of 
them that said "that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own" (Acts 4: 
32) J·ust as Luke 14:33 had stipulated. , " They endured persecution and even re-
joiced that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dislionor for the N arne" (Acts 5: 
41), so that they could "be as their Mas
ter and Lord" in Matthew 10:24. And be
fore too much time passed, they began to 
lay down their lives for the Lord-as Ste
phen James, Paul and others willingly 
allo\~ed the Lord to "cash the checks" on 
their lives that they had given him. 

And they grew! What will happen when 
the Lord gives a bunch of his disciples the 
commission to "make disciples of all the 
nations"? The answer is that they "make 
disciples of all the nations"! Acts 6:1 
tells us that the "number of the .disciples 
multiplied" in Jerusalem. What happens 
when the number of such committed souls 
"multiplies"? Verse 7 tells us. "And the 
number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem exceedingly." And the next step 
is the multiplication of churches, and be
fore long "all the nations" have heard the 
Gospel (Col. 1:23; Rom. 10:17; 16:26). 

Conclusion 
We are not suggesting that the church 

must grow today as it did in the first 
century--or else we are not disciples. We 
are not even suggesting that everyone sell 
all his property as they did back then. 
What we do want us to see from the his
tor:t" of the early church is the spirit of 
discipleship that makes church growth 
possible. Evidently they had a virgin field 
to evangelize, and there was initially no 
competition from conflicting doctrines to 
confuse the listeners. They were yielded 
to the Lord and he gave the increase. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD . 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at same 

group rate 
Plans o/leretl only to workers in 

Ohurches of Christ 
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With this same spirit of discipleship today 
the church will have good growth in re
ceptive societies. Even in resistant socie
ties it will still enjoy some growth. But 
without that spirit, even in receptive areas, 
the church will not grow. It cannot grow! 
For the Vine cannot bear fruit in un
yielded branches. Since Christ has a fruit
bearing heart, he wants his branches to 
have a fruit-bearing heart. Thus they 
share in his purposes and he shares in 
their fruitfulness. 

So, brethren, let us put discipleship back 
into Christianity. Let us not compromise 
the demands of the Lord, but "make a 
true disciple" of everyone we take to the 
baptistry! Disciples evangelized the world 
in the first century. And disciples can do 
it again in the twentieth century. After 
all the Lord has promised: "Lo, I am with 

you always, even unto the end of the 
world." (Matt. 28:20). 
3723 34th Street, Lubbock, Texas 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3., 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683·1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

BROWN TRAIL SI:HOOL Of PRElli:Hil\IG 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13,1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texu 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

6outbtastern 
1Siblital 
3Jnstitutt 

offers 
4 year preacher and teacher training 

earn a 
Bachelor of Sacred Literature de6ree 

under highly qualified teachers 
Tuition free-Approved for VA benefits 

Next semester begins August 17, 1981 
For information call or write E. Dale McDaniel, Director 

( 404) 4S"8·1631 
3HS" Chestnut Drive 

Doraville (Atlanta), Georgia 30340 
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My Jesus, 
I WILL LIVE FOR THEE 

Quality's 1981 VBS Exam 
Kit is Here 

Were you satisfied with your YBS material last 
year? Chances are you were nol. This year, why not 
try the Quality Alternative? 

This year's YBS, My Jesus, I Will Live For Thee, 
features these exciting new items: 
• The only brotherhood VBS series with full-color 

through the sixth grade; 
• Wrillen by the best writers with high (educational 

and teaching experience) qualifications; 
• Introducing new VBS Superbowl,'m your exam kit 

comes already prepared as an educatinal tool; 
• As always, this year's VBS is doctrinally sound; 
• ... plus a lot more interesting features. 

This adult series features the new study- You Can 
Trust Your Bible by Neale Pryor, Ph.D. Our other 
writers include: Lynn Fitzgerald, MH; Bess Walton, 
MSEd, EdD (candt); James Stoval, BSRE, MSEd; 
and Larry Fitzgerald, DREd. All of our writers are 
dedicated Christians and experienced teachers . 

The Quality Alternative 
to boring or unsound 
VBS literature 

Each kit contains: 

8 teachers' books (one for 
each age level); 8 student 
books; I VBS Director' s 
Manual; I VBS pupil's 
certificate; 1 VBS teacher's 
appreciation certificate; 
1 "I brought one" button; 
1 VBS headband; 1 song
book; I large poster; 
1 small poster; 1 enroll
ment card; 1 attendance 
card; 1 door hanger; 
1 invitation postcard; and 
1 worker thank you card. 

VBS Superbowltm 
designed to be used 
everyday of YBS. It 
comes complete, no 
parts to cut, bend or 
tape. It is already 
attached to your 
exam kit, ready to use. 

Grabs kid's attention while helping them learn 
directly from the scriptures. Fun but an extremely 
good teaching tool. This bonus can be used in regular 
Bible class again and again and again. 

VBS Director's Manual 
designed complete with monthly 
checklist, bibliography, biography 
of writers (do not buy material 
that is afraid to identify its 
writers), plus a whole lot more. 

This manual is free, just for 
inspecting our exam kit. It is 
yours to keep whether or not 
you buy Quality's material. 

Complete this handy order coupon and mail 
it to: 

Firm Foundation P ub. House 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please rush me _ _ _ copies of My Jesus, I Will 
Live For T hee VBS exam kits@ $ 12.95 each. + 85¢ 

postage. Total ------· Enclosed is a check 

or money order for ----·Please bill 

Church ____ _ 

Nnme 

Church 

i\ddrcss 

City, S!alc, Zip 

Signature 

You may place your order by phone. 



EXEGESIS AND THE PULPIT 
(Continued from page 8) 

Too many preachers merely parrot what 
they see as the concensus o( the brother
hood. Instead of conclusions being reached 
by sound ex!'gesis, many sniff the wind of 
current trends, and blindly align them
seh·es with the leadinl! voices in the 
brotherhood. Preachers who do not take 
time to de exegesis find themselves either 
preaching warmed-over sermon outlines, 
or an opinion-based theology. 

The divorce of preaching from exegesis 
leaves the pulpit powerless and the pew 
impoYerished. E xegesis and exposition go 
together, and all short-cuts must be 
avoided. It is not the task of the preacher 
to flaun t. from the pulpi t. cri t ical gram
matical and !:Wntactical data about the 
text. Some p;·eachers armed with the 
ori!!'inal text and modem critical tools use 
the pulpit as a platform fo1· airing their 
own lingui!;tic ski ll s. The ultimate end of 
the exegetical method is to proclaim God's 
word with such faithfulness and sensitivi
ty that it makes a forceful impact on mod
ern hf'arers. Not. only must the preacher 
soak himsel f in the sacr ed text he must 
be sensitive to the secular scene and 
honest! ~· slruj!gle to relate the one to the 
olhe1·. Biblical prcachinsr involves letting 
the> sacred text confront modern issues 
witin the framework of its own dynamir, 
ralhe1· than impo::ing artificial meanings 
and constructions on the text. 

The discipline of exegesis demands that 
we npproach the text openly and expectant 
of fincling in the text something fresh, and 
possibly e\·en contradictive to our pre
vious thinkinj!. If we take t he Bible seri
ously, we will keep listening to the text, 
hearing it through on the questions it 
addres~es. We may b1·ing our questions to 
the text, but keep in mind that sometimes 
the writers are not answering the ques
tions we brinsr. Imposing our questions 
upon the biblical writers often leads to 
manufactured answers. If we take serious
ly our respon~ibility as proclaimcrs of 
God 's word, we must apply ourselves to 
the discipline oi exegesis. 
P.O. Box G!l , Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

J ohn P. (Jack) Fogarty, Generalife K-
12, Park Gardens, Rio Piedras, P. R. 00926, 
March 10. "The P ark Gardens congrega
tion continues progr ess wilh 5 baptisms in 
a 3 week period. 

The Tent Campaign will begin June 
27th (following the Caribbean Lectu1·es in 
St. Thomas) in Plymouth, on the isle of 
1\fonsel'l'at under lhe oversight o( lhe 
Bcltline Church o f Decatur, Ala. 

This will be lhe 50th meeting under this 
22 vea1· old canvas and all who have bene
fitt.ed from eal'lier locations m·c urged to 
help in lhc expenses on this highly inflated 
area. 

Another missionary family is needed 
here as we arc the only full time workers. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a onc·year internship. 
Qual ify to be a full·timc PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK OlRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis. Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 
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18TH SU:\lMER FOR CAJ\1PAIG~S 
NORTHEAST-SOUTHEAST 

This coming summer will be the eigh
teenth for Campaigns Northeast-Southeast 
which began in 1964 under the leadership 
of Owen D. Olbricht. 

thorpe and Trenton, GA, Lawrence, MA, 
Summerville, P A, Glens F a lls and Mas
sena, NY, Henderson, NC, and Eagle Lake 
and Jacksonville, FL. The nine week works 
include S. Burlington, VT, Dover, NJ, 
Vineland, NJ, and Benton H arbor, MI. 

Twelve lhree week works and f our nine 
week works are planned for the coming 
summer. Locations are Massillon, and Tipp 
Ci ty, OH, Benton Harbor, Ml, Ft. Ogle-

Information concerning these works 
may be obtained by writing Owen D. 01-
bl'icht, % Sylvan Hills church of Christ, 
North Lit tle Roclt, AR 72116. 

ClllllSTIAN SCHOOL AD~IIN"ISTRATOR 

The San Fernando Valley Christian School is accepting app lications for 
the position of Adm inistrator. 

Bachelor's degree and 3-5 years related experience required-Master's 
degree preferred. Salary negotiable. Excellent fringe benefits. 

Applications also accepted for teachers of high school English, Science
Math, German and Typing. 

Contact Mr. Frank Holladay, Chairman of the Board, at phone (213) 
365-7157 for application procedures and requirements. It is anticipated 
that an appointment to the position will be made by june 1, 1981. 

'----------------~----------------------------------------------~ 

The New International 
Version 

children's Bible. 
Your child's life is a special gift. So give a special gift in return 
one that will help keep him growing for a lifetime. Give your 
child the New International Version Children's Bible. 

The NIVs accuracy and read
ability make ,It the perfect modern 
English translation for memorization; 
its dignity and cadence make the 
learning process easier than ever 
before. Included are 36 full-color 
illustrations, 8 pages of color maps, 
plus presentation, family and 
church record pages. 

Challenge your child to grow < 
mentally and spiritually. Give him ·. 
the New International Version 
Children 's Bible. Now in full-color 
cloth cover, just $9.95 

Give your child 
the gift to grOvV by. 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-.i.:>ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.l\1., Wed. 7:0:) P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Pnul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's l'npital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10;30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy n 
SJliritual Feast. 
CIIATHAltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7G84 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Ha.uaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWJ.:ST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Grea.ter Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contnct 
them. 
SERM,...,O...,..N"""'s=-"F""R=""""'o""'M~S=-=u""N=-=-=s=E"=T=--o-n.....,.9..,..0-m--=-in-u-:te--cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock. Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

G:OO P.M. 
Ministers: I..ewls Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R=E=L=-I:-:G::-:I:-:Oc::-U;;;S:--:B::-:0::-:0:::-:K:-;-S;:;-""BOUGH'-:T::-.::. ~W;:-:-:.n-y-ne-S::::'te:-phens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
En~lewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mnc Bartee. Evan~ellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10: 16: Worship, 11 : 00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Mor~n~n Ave .. 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-ltlnrt. Offlc~ 4'77'-
52'71. Roltb,. Wade, Min. 4'70-4058. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Clarlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 2ith Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
VUIUA. ARIZ., o:n W. 28tll St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME iR 
nt·l'etltin~ npplirations for housetmrcnts and relief
houReparentR. We ran offer you n tmlnry, livin~ ex
ll<>nse!l, medical insurance, ret~t·!!ment. insurnn.ce, 
vnrntion and dnyR off. For addtttonal mformntton 
and applil'ntion formR C"ontact Joe H. Booth, Sr. 
Drawer B. Gallup. NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for Rale--New Rear 
End-60 Passenger-$3,000. Contal't: Mobberly 
Church of Chri.'lt, 1303 Mobberly Ave., Lon~view, 
TexnR 75602, Phone 214/758-2787. 
.A'M"N. :MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNA~DINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10i30 and 6:00 P.M. W<"rl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord! Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian wuy. :Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work, Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

·l\linister Needed 
Congt·egation of 50-60 people, located among 
strong churches. House and utilities furnished, A 
man mature in the gol!pel is needed. No elders at 
present time. Would accept an .older couple or fami
ly with children. Contact: Louis McCormack, Box 
157, Whitharral, Texas 79380, Telephone: 299-1184 
(806). 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and Jllnn. Tnpe Library, Hillcrest Churl'h of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 

Minister Wanted 
Mature, Experienced man, 35-50, effective preacher 
and personal worker. Salary open. Three bedroom 
new house, utilities, % socinl security. Town 17,000 
growing, membership 80, growing. Church at peace, 
no hobbies. Send resume to elders, Sheridan Church 
of Christ, 1769 Big Horn Ave., Sheridan, Wy, 82801. 
Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, mnrried man 
in or near middle age for small congregation near 
Lake of the Ozarks. Avernge attendance 25-30. 
Write to Versailles Church of Christ, Highway 5, 
South Versailles, Mo. 65084 or call 314-377-2337. 
MINISTER WANTED. Dynamic congregation with 
about 175 members, no elders, desires experienced, 
matur~. and sound in the faith )lreacher. Located 
nenr .fo ... ort Hunchucn Army Base with modern facili
ty, newer home, and fringe benefits. Send resume, 
sermon tupe11, photo, unci t•eferences to Village 
Meadows Church of Christ, P.O. Box 682, Sierra 
Vista, AZ 856!J5. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christinn l'Ouples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/448-3557." 
WANTED: }>rencher for small urbnn congt·e~a
tion at Benicia, Cnlifornin. Approximately 35 miles 
northeast of Snn Francisco. To begin work im
mediately upon acl'eptance. No elders. No liberals 
need Ullllly. Send resume to Church of Christ, 430 
EnRt N. Street, Benicia, California 94510." 
INTERESTED IN BIBLE CALL? For Sale: Four 
tnpe playing machines with approximately 300 tapes, 
and one Record-A-Call machine, Cost $3854.78. Your 
price $1900.00. Alpine Church of Christ, Box 1606, 
Longview, Texas 75601, Phone 214-758-0161. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 

·personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6876. 
WANTED: A Christian lady with or without chil
dren to live on campus and manage our commiK-
111\ries. Contact John W. Calvert, Jr .. Superintend
ent, Sunny Glen Children's Home, Box 1373, San 
Brmito, T<"XHR iRa86. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

H you are mo,·ing anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT f Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23r<l & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
SAVE ON CHURCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
throu~h new 11roperty insuranl'e program for Texas 
<·on~regationR. 25% Dividend. For more information 
conta<'t Ben F. SPe. 1734 S. Clal'k, Suite F. Abilene, 
Texns 79605. (915) 692-5085. A~ents welrome. 
- WANTED: M. S. W. SOCIAL WORKER 
Tennesee Orphan Home. Stlring Hill, Tennessee. 
Ralarv commensurate with work experience, Good 
Benefits. Contact Kenneth D. Maynard, Sutlerin
tendent. P. 0. Hox 10, Sprin~ Hill, Tennessee 
37174, Telephone: 615-486-2274. 
Full time evan!!elist needed at Southside. Syracuse. 
N.Y. Good Jwr,.:onnl worker, mature in goSJlel, e; 
11erienl'ed: exciting potential fot· growth in a larg .. 
metropolitan nren. Must fut·ni:~h most of your own 
SIIJlJ10rt. Contm·t: John Connwy at 103 Brendan 
Way, Syracuse 13219; or Aubt·y McC1·immon at 210 
Mctt Rd .. Fnyettville, N.Y. 13066. 

FOR SALE: A. B. Dick Electronic Stencil Cutter. 
A greut time saver. $295. Ron Henson, Black Oak, 
AZ. 72414. (501) 486-2615 . 

.. A l\IACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from n small, loving, ~rowing con~regation of 
13 families (19 adult members). We urgently need 
mnture Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify ns an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionnry/cvan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so thnt we l'nn get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, C/0 DON 
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54956. Thank you. 
"The churC"h of Christ in Eunice, Louisiana is a 
miRsion noint in need of Rome nclditional financial 
assistance. We are the only church of Christ in a 
town of about 16,000. We ure too small to be Relf
supporting thus far. If there is a congregation some
where with mission money to spend, plense get in 
touch with the elders nt the Church of Christ, 301 
Pine, Crossett, Arkansas." 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED: The Central ChurC"h 
of ChriRt in Tuscnloosn, Alabama, is lookin~ for 
qualified houseparents to love and care for Kix foster 
children In a large, five-bedroom home locnted next 
to t!le church building. If interested, write to Cen
trnl Church of Christ, P. 0. Dox 1602, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35403, or call (205) 'toS-1177. 
RESERVE, NEW :MEXICO. The Churl'h hns heen 
estnblishecl in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilclerness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
trle• to screen advertiRinp:, nnd will not 
kDn,vlnp:ly take questionable ndvertfslnp:. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to ID
vestlp:nte. Like any other pnper, we some
times unwlttlnp:IJ' run llll anworthT ad. 
Aa the old snTIDg goe•, before you Invest, 
IDVf'llltlp:ate I 

HELP NEEDED IN NAVIJOLAND 

Jesse Hampton, Rt. 2, Box 92, Gallup, 
N.M. 87301-1 have trained Navajos ';o go 
out and preach on the reservation for more 
than 30 years. I have lost over 10 of them 
because I could not find support for them. 
I have one man now who is doing an out
standing job. He has a part-time job at a 
radio station, but is willing to go out and 
preach in Navajo if we can find support 
for him. He would take a tent and conduct 
gospel meetings. If you are interested 
please contact me. 

FREE TRACT 
ON 

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

Please send a free copy of 
"Why Shoultl I Attend a Chris· 
tian College" by President E. 
Claude Gardner to: 

Nome 

Street or Box Telephone 

City Stote Zip 

Mail to: E. Claude Gardner 

Presidt'nl 
Fa•eed-llardemnn Collt'l:«' 
Henderson, T(•nnesscc 38340 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR--· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple au+horships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO TH IS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

~~0-RD_E_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E -S-ET_T_O_D_A_Y_!-.1 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $ 11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

Add $1.00 for delivery llnd hllndling on ell orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
odd 10%. Texas residents odd 5% sales lax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---

J ames Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes t he successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-d ay New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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Tell It to the Nat ion 

The whole idea behind evangelism in the fir st century 
was to get people to follow a person. They made dis
ciples of Jesus Christ in every crossroad and hamlet. 
They turned cities and countries upside down with their 
teaching. When they came to grips with the mighty Ro
man empire, the empire disappeared, but the church 
kept marching on. 

In recent years Jimmie Lovell has done more to en
courage people to follow Jesus than most of the rest of 
us put together. World Bible School has enrolled mil
lions. Scores of thousands of Christians are acting as 
teacher s. Many, many thousands have been baptized. 
Churches have been started. Only eternity will be able 
to measure the number of those who were led to follow 
Jesus because of this man's effort. One of the reasons 
the Bible school has succeeded is because he doesn't care 
who gets the credit. Any church-any individual-can 
take the idea and run with it. Every interested soul can 
head up his own effort. 

Up until now most of the success of World Bible 
School has been in foreign countries. The idea was that 
in areas where English is a second language many would 
study Bible in order to learn English. Advertising for 
students resulted in what is now hailed as the greatest 
evangelistic thrust of our age. 

Now it is time to turn our attention to that part of 
the world where English is the first language. Right 
here in the United States we have roughly two hundred 
fifty million people, and practically all of them need to 
be taught to follow Jesus. The whole Restoration plea 
centers in calling all people to follow Jesus. We have a 
hundred and fifty years of experience in implementing 
that plea, and now it is time for us to put into practice 
what we have been say ing for so long, and really try to 
impact this nation. We have no other aim but to get 
these people to follow Jesus. 

Christians do not have to wait to be led into doing it. 
There is no need for a centralized headquarters to issue 
orders on how and where to do it. Any church, any in
dividual can run an ad in his home town paper advertis
ing a Bible correspondence course, and give an address 
to send mail to, and he will be in business. He will get 
more requests to study the Bible than he can personally 
take care of. Just get out where the people are, and put 
up a sign in a store or on a bus, run an ad in a shopper's 
guide or on a footba ll program and start your own 
school. You do not need to ask anyone whether you can 
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lead people to Jesus. We have congregations in ten thou
sand communities and this could be done in every one 
of them. Let's tell it to the nation ! 

1981 is the year in which we can do it. Do it in your 
own community, or pick a distant ci ty in a mission field 
and do it there. It will cost pennies to evangelize any city 
in the United States, compared with the cost of sending 
and supporting a live missionary there. Anyone can be 
a missionary in this simple way; he doesn't need a de
gree in missiology. All he needs is the desire to lead 
someone to Jesus. Every paper and every church bulletin 
and every pu lpit should push the idea. 

The means of reaching the people with the fact that 
such a study is available is at our fingertips-and at 
our command. The materials for doing the teaching are 
readily available-well planned and simple enough for 
all to understand. If we do not teach the nation it is not 
because we do not have the opportunity, or that we are 
not able to do so. We are. If we do not teach this nation 
it will be for one reason only-we do not want to. 

Numerous attempts at correspondence teaching testi
fy to the success of the method. Some efforts have failed. 
They have failed for the same reason the bus ministry 
has failed in so many places. The project started with a 
bang, but when people found that it took work and per
severance, and they were not willing to put out both, it 
floundered. Correspondence Bible School teachers 
should stick to t he job through thick and thin. This na
tion must be told. Its place in history, and many a soul's 
place in eternity, will depend on it. Let's tell it to the na
tion. In this way we can "go everywhere, preaching the 
gospel." 

We are the only people in America who are really in a 
position to lead people to Jesus. We do not have to lead 
them through a church and a creed; they can go straight 
to the Bible. Every man can take his own book in his 
own hands, read it for himself, come to his own con
clusions, and be a simple new Testament Christian with
out denominational affiliation. The world is longing to 
hear a militant voice. The law is saying "We have too 
much crime ; we can't handle it ." Judges are saying what 
pleases the politicians. Public apathy says, "don't prose
cute any cause." The church must quit its passive role 
and become militant. Let's tell it to the nation. 
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ELMER PROUT 

'Forgive and forget.' That's good advice isn't it? Bygones 
should be bygones. Nothing damages family or friendship more 
than old grudges kept warm and served up with a burst of tem
per. People who talk about forgiving without forgetting deceive 
themselves and keep a cruel weapon ready for immediate use. 

Is it not possible, though, that in our haste to be done with an 
unpleasant matter we substitute forgetting for forgiving? Louis 
Evely reminds us that while some people forgive but do not for
get, others are "so self-centered they forget and very rarely take 
time, thought or trouble to forgive." 

"That's OK, just forget it." We have heard and said that so 
often that we do not see what a shallow approach it is. "Forget 
it"-we shrug, avert our eyes, turn away-that's the end of it. 
But the point is that forgiveness is not intended to be the end but 
the beginning. 

It is the door to a renewed connection between the forgiver 
and the forgiven. It is aimed at a new relationship that could 
well include hosting a welcome feast; defending the decision 
to hold that party; and inviting angry, self-righteous relatives 
to join in the celebration. The decision to forgive is bound to 
be misunderstood by some very good and dependable folks 
(Luke 16:11-32). It will take time, money, and a good supply of 
mental/spiritual energy-an investment that many of us are 
not ready to make. It's so much easier to 'forget it!' 

Yes, unless we are serious about living with God. Human for
giveness is an echo of the tearful struggle of God as he cried out 
to Ephraim: 

"The more I called them, the more they went from me . • • 
How can I give you up, 0 Ephraim! •••• 
My heart recoils within me, 
my compassion grows warm and tender. 
I will not execute my fierce anger ..• 
I will heal their faithlessness; 
I will love them freely •.. " 

(Hosea 11 :2, 8, 9, 19; 14 :4) 

Forgiveness, then, often comes only after every effort to forget 
the offender has failed. How much easier it would have been to 
simply forget! Just wipe the slate clean and start all over with 
a new nation. But, as Moses repeatedly pointed out, that is not 
the Lord's way (Ex. 32:7-14; Deut. 9:13-29). God invites be
lievers to join him in the risk of forgiveness. 

" 'GOO. alone can forgive sins.' Above and beyond its juri
dical meaning, we must read this statement as a sort of de
scription of God. Only he 'knows how' to pardon . . . All in 
all, human forgiveness is a crushing thing, an unpleasant 
memory we can't shake off. The superiority of those who 
pardon utterly quashes those who receive it. There's for-

giveness, but no reassurance, no consolation, no encourage
ment. God's the only one who can manage all four together. 
You see, forgiving kindly entails humiliating oneself. The 
prodigal's father doesn't want to hear another word about 
the whole episode. He gives a banquet. That's how God does 
it, too. He alone can make forgiveness something glorious 
to remember" (Louis Evely). 

Imagine a person struggling with pride and shame. He finally 
comes to the point where he can say, "I was wrong. Please for
give me." But the reply is, "Aw, it wasn't important-forget it.'' 
Does that reply answer the request? Does it touch the anguish 
out of which the request arose? Does 'forget it' meet the need in 
either person-the need to forgive as well as the need to be 
forgiven? Is 'forget it' an act of healing or does it ignore the ill
ness? Does it bring people together or does it add to the wall 
which already exists? 

God did not hurry to the place of forgetting. He did not reduce 
the price of forgiveness in a move to avoid the painful cost of 
atonement. There was no by-pass at Calvary. When we read 
"Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more" we dare 
not overlook the fact that the cost and process of forgiving 
had to be completed before those words could be spoken (Heb. 
10:5-10, 17, 18). The God who forgives is he who demonstrates 
"his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one 
who justifies the man who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:26). 

God is not the Divine Forgetter-it costs nothing to forget. It 
cost God his Son to forgive. It is a ministry of that tone to which 
God invites us both in evangelism and edification. It is the costly 
involvement in the costly gospel. 

Let us, indeed, be ready to 'forget' the past. But let us never 
forget it until, with God's power, we have forgiven it. 

\ 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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WALK WITH THE MAS'rER 

Life of Power-

Living Example 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

"Come, follow me in the way of the Lord" was another power
quality in the life of the apostle Paul. It was not his to recom
mend, "There is the road to follow." Rather, his oft-repeated 
exhortation was, "Here is the road ... 'Be imitators of me, even 
as I also am of Christ' (1 Cor. 11:1)." He did not simply point 
the way; he led the way, showed the way. His life was a living 
example of dedicated discipleship. 

Leading the Way 

Example. When the older apostle admonished the younger 
preacher friend, "Be thou a n ensample to them that believe, in 
word, in manner of life, in Jove, in faith , in purity" (1 Tim. 
4 :12), he was not recommending s hallowness of life. To be some
thing, or to do something, solely in order to be a good example 
to others, can be terribly shallow-but it need not be. Timothy 
was to be and to do because of who he was-a disciple of J esus 
Christ; he was to live conscientiously what he taught--and then 
he would be a good example. That's t he essence of "Even so let 
your light shine before men, that they may see your gocd works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 5: 16). That's 
to be "a Living Sermon on the Mount" ! 

I'll a lways remember an experience on th~> beginning day of a 
gospel meeting with a congr egation in Houston, T exas, several 
years ago. Walking into the foyer before Bible classes I saw on 
a bulletin board the poem "I'd Rather See a Sermon Any Day"
placed directly by the list of meeting sermon topics that had 
been requested be sent to the advertising committee. Jokingly I 
chided the minister, wondering just how "purposeful" that side
by-s ide relationship was! His r esponse was, "I'll take care of it." 
And he did. Coming into the foyer for the evening service I saw 
that the list of sermon top ics had been removed. Yeah. 

Leading the Way. Never was the aposUe Paul guilty of trying 
to build up a personal following. "Be ye imi tators of me, even as 
I also am of Christ" was part of the same Jetter that taught, "Is 
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized 
into the name of Paul" (1 Cor. 1: 13) and "For when one saith, 
I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not men? 
What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? Ministers through 
whom ye believed; and each as the Lord gave to him. I planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is 
he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase" (1 Cor. 3:4-7) . We'd say that the apostle 
"leaned over backwards" to keep from building a personal follow
ing. His desire, purpose a nd plan related to teaching people the 
way of t he Lord fa ithfully-and, in his own personal faithful
ness to that revealed way, to be the kind or example in which 
people would have a living illustration of true discipleship. 

"Imitate Me" 

" Whatever Ye Do." The spirit of the apostle Paul is surely 
ours today, and it is our prayer that the Lord will help us live up 
to our purposeful resolutions . We must not forget, "Whether 
therefore ye eat, or .drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God. Give no occasion of stumbling, either to Jews, or to 
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Greeks, or to the chut·ch of God: even as I also p lease all men 
in all things, not. seeking mine own profit, but the profit of the 
many lhat they may be saved. Be ye imitators of me, even as I 
also am of Christ" (1 Cor. 10:3-11:1). 

This attitude is s urely the desire of our hearts-even though 
we have great reluctance about saying to others, "Follow me as 
I follow Christ." W e recognize that the apostle used that chal
lenging thought time and again (re. Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 
4:16; Phil. 4:9; 2 Thess. 3 :7-9), but we find it ve1·y difficult to 
say to others, "The things which ye both learned and received 
and heard and saw in me, these t hings do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you" (Phi l. 4 :9). It is not my exhortation that we 
make such a statement lightly, but an active, trying Christian 
can make it in some way when declaring the blessedness of the 
abundant life. 

"Under Bondage to A ll." The apostle Paul also used himself 
as an example of lh is grea t princi ple: "Let no mr. n seek his own, 
but each his neighbor's good" (1 Cor. 10:24). In areas of ex
pediency, 1 Cor. 10 :23) his life-pattern was, "For though I was 
free f rom all men, I brought myself under bondage to all, thal I 
might gain the more. And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I · 
might gain Jews; to t hem that are under the law, a s under the 
law, not being mysel f under the law, that I might gain them 
that are under the law; to them that are wilhout law, as without 
law, not being without law to God, but under law to Christ, that 
I might gain them that are without law. To the weak I became 
weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become a ll thi ngs to a ll 
men, that I may by a ll means save some" (1 Cor. 9:19-22). 

W ithin this frame of reference, Paul chose not to r eceive fi
nancial support from the new congregations in either Thessa
lonica, Corinth, or Ephes us. His rationale was that some of the 
people might f eel he was preaching for financial gain rather than 
for their spiritual welfare (I Cor. 9 :4-19). What an example for 
the Thessalonians: "For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate 
us : for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; neither 
did we eat bread for nought at any man's hand, but in labor and 
travail, working night and day, that we might not burden any of 
you: not because we have not the right, but to make ourselves an 
ensample unto you, that ye should imi tate us" (2 Thess. 3 :7-9). 
That, too, was his example for the Ephesian brethren (Acts 20: 
33-35). 

And what a thrilling example that is for all of us. Surely 
the apostle Paul understood t he principle of Acts 6:1-6, and 
that apostles a nd elders would do "best" to "continue sted
fastly in prayer, a nd in t he ministry of the word." Oh, not "best" 
in a ll circumstances and settings. H ere, in the apostle Paul's 
judgment, it was best that he earn a ll or part of his keep (note 
2 Cor. 11:7, 8). Such might be true in numerous cases today. 
And that prinicple might well become pa1t of the attitude of 
preachers and elders when "work-day" of "working on the church 
building or the church lawn" are cong•·egational activities. Dea
cons' work? Not restrictively-not in this rationale. True leaders 
not only tell the way and point the way-they lead people and 
train people in the way. They are living examples . 
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Wanted- More Priests 
GAYLORD COOK 

"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 

1

God by 
Jesus Christ" ( 1 Pet. 2-5). Everyone acknowledges that this 
verse, as well as other scriptures, teaches the priesthood of 
Christians. However, it seems that far too few accept the re
sponsibility of that priesthood in every day living. 

Though equality has long been a popular slogan of our nation 
and a commonly professed belief in the church there is far too 
little real acceptance of the truth involved in the slogan. 

Tom Paine, an Englishman who moved to American and was 
perhaps the most influential political propagandist in behalf of 
the Revolution, used to say that God did not create some persons 
with saddles and others with spurs; some to be ridden, others to 
ride them. With this colorful analogy he voiced a sentiment that 
helped to produce the American Revolution and a new nation
namely, that all men are created equal. 

Even more true, all men are recreated equal. This recreation 
or regeneration which takes place in the New Birth breaks 
down the class structure which people erect on such foundations 
as heritage, wealth, position, profession and power. 

The church is a spiritual house or temple made up of living 
stones, Jesus himself being the chief cornerstone. Even if the 
stones vary in size, they still share the same characteristic. 
Christians are living stones because they have come to the living 
chief stone, Jesus Christ and have taken on his character (I Pet. 
2:4). 

Verse 5, quoted above, declares the church to be a holy priest
hood. This being true, it is not proper to say the church has a 
priesthood-the church is a priesthood. As such the church is a 
holy nation; that is, it consists of holy people. 

A return to this concept of the entire church as a priesthood in 
which each Christian is equal to all others is essential if restora
tion of New Testament Christianity is to be attained. The eleva
tion in status of some above others was an early departure from 
the New Testament system. A class of priests soon arose who 
were considered superior and who alone were to carry out many 
functions in the church. Thus arose a "clergy" class and an in
ferior "lay" class. 

Such a system is perpetuated and encouraged by at least two 
kinds of people. First, there are those who enjoy a position of 
preeminence and are willing to assume a priestly role which 
preempts others. Likewise they are ready to serve certain needs 
of others to get this role. A second kind of person that con
tributes to the priestly system is the one who because of ignor
ance of the biblical teaching of the priesthood of all believers or 
because of an unwillingness to serve permits others to assume an 
unbiblical role. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 makes it abundantly clear that each Christian 
has .direct access to God, through Christ and therefore has no 
need for another human to play the intercessory role. Not only is 
such unnecessary, it is unacceptable. 

Granting that all Christians are priests, as surely all will, it 

then becomes evident that responsibility exists in the life of each 
Christian that many today are not accepting. 

By the very nature of the priestly function as it is revealed in 
both the Old Testament and the New, the priest has a role of 
service not only for himself, but for others also. In the New 
Testament, the concept of the priest's responsibility is a high 
view, indeed. Jesus Christ is the great High Priest, excelling any 
high priest of the Ievitical system. Jesus discharged his ministry 
in the world in service to others. He said that he came, not to be 
deaconed (to be ministered to or served), but to deacon (to min
ister or serve). The work of ministering is not to be limited to a 
Minister (Priest?) who is officially recognized as the servant of 
the congregation, but such work is that of each Chritsian who in 
the biblical language is a priest, a minister or deacon. Jesus said 
this as a corrective to the notion, esteemed by the world then and 
now, that the greatest are those who exercise lordship over 
others. 

Nothing said here should be interpreted as speaking against 
full-time service by one who is supported by the collective group 
of Christians to minister, preach and teach. The writer of this 
article serves in such a capacity and while he often has won
dered if he hindered more than he helped by allowing others to 
feel a lessened responsibility of service, he does believe full-time 
service by some is fully biblical. 

It cannot be doubted by any objective observer that there is 
an ever present danger that we will develop or maybe already 
have developed a "clergy" and "laity" mentality in the church 
today. The fact that we refuse to use those terms in referring 
to ourselves does not necessarily mean the reality of such is non
existent. The one who long ago said, "if it quacks and waddles 
when it walks, has feathers and webbed feet it is likely a duck 
even i~ one does call it a chicken" could not have spoken more di
rectly to the point under consideration. 

Two dimensions of the priesthood of all Christians exist. Ver
tically, the Christian stands directly under God. There must be 
no usurpation of God's place. When man is placed between man 
and God, the adoration that belongs to God is diluted and no 
matter how subtle its attractiveness or however common its 
practice, it becomes idolatry. The second dimension is the hori
zontal-the Christian's responsibility reaches out to embrace 
others. 

The job God wants done in the preaching of the gospel will 
never be accomplished by a paid clergy. The fact that we call our 
supported workers "preachers," "ministers," "evangelists," "mis
sionaries" or whatever does not change the reality of that fact. 

Much attention is being given today to the lack of growth of 
the church (and rightly it should be). Likely, there are many 
reasons for the lack of growth and these need to be corrected, but 
it may be that the greatest problem of all is the erosion of our 
emphasis on the priesthood of all Christians. There must be 
millions of priests, not a few thousand ! 

723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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The Electronic Media and the Church-Goer 
BILLY G. BRANT 

Not so very long ~go organized religion 
was considered by many to be antiquated 
and irrelevant. Recent events however, 
such as the Pope's American visit and the 
popularity of the Moral Majority con
cept, have done a great deal to. shatter 
this lethargic image. Religion in America 
is proving tQ be an underrated and vigor
ous force w1th which to contend. 

This group of people, the Church-goers, 
is the most ignored by all the evangelists 
using the radio, television and print media. 
An overview of the general American pub
lic would divide it into three religious au
diences: the non-believer, the believer and 
the church-goer (the latter being the 
largest audience category). Those in the 
church tend to either assume that this au
dience group is composed of nonbelievers 
or is composed of believers who are in 
error and thus they assimilate the church
goers into one of the two other audience 
groups with a message specifically de
signed for that audience. Rarely do these 
messages actually pertain to the church
goer. To be effective, the church-goer must 
be recognized as a distinctively different 
audience with a religious message tailored 
for his or her specific needs. 

Just what is a Church-goer? He is some
one who accepts the primary concepts of 
"Christianity," who generally goes to a 
church, who is conversant with the doc
trines and traditions of his faith but who 
does not share all the beliefs of the true 
believer. 

Since this is the single largest category 
of the religious audience, it stands to 
reason that a major effort should be made 
to· reach this audience with the Truth. 
The electronic media will probably prove 
to be the most efficient method of making 
contact with the Church-goer. There are 
four main functions that the media can 
accomplish: to inform, to educate, to edify 
and to mildly persuade. 

The media can provide a basic under
standing of the beliefs and doctrines of 
New Testament Christianity. It can edu
cate the Church-goer by demonstrating 
some of the differences between his beliefs 
and those of the believers by using the 
Bible as the focal authority. 

Edification is the uplifting of the spirit 
and all who share a belief in God find 
solace and comfort in his words. 

The last function is somewhat mislead
ing. While the media in and of themselves 
do not persuade, the message and the ideas 
presented do. However, the electronic 
media holds a precarious position in 
American households. They cannot provide 
a message that is blatantly persuasive or 
harranging without running the risk of 
being mentally tuned out or physically 
turned off. This is one of the most mis
understood concepts of media utilization. 
To be successful on the media when com
municating to Church-goers, an evan
gelistic effort can only present a message 
that is mildly persuasive, thus allowing the 
Church-goer to analyze, verify and con
clude in his own way and in his own time. 
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Pressuring or forcing the Church-goer to 
accept ideas that are divergent from his 
own will almost always result in his re
jecting those particular ideas and often 
rejecting the entire beliefs of the believer. 

For the electronic media to be effective 
in reaching the Church-goer a number of 
elements should be considered when the 
message is being designed. Proper prepa
ration, planning and execution cannot be 
overly emphasized. 

Begin from a point of commonality. Find 
those things that have been universally 
experienced or that both agree on, thus 
establishing a basis of understanding from 
which to work. From this comes a psy
chological sense of closeness and friendship 
which will enhance the discussions to fol
low. The commonality will put both parties 
at ease and give them both an idea of 
where the other stands. 

Sadly, much too often, the -believer 
begins talking to a Church-goer by empha
sizing the differences that exist between 
them. Most of the time this immediately 
places the Church-goer on the defensive 
and alienates him. Effective communica
tion cannot take place in a hostile en
vironment. 

The message needs to be geared to the 
specific needs and level of understanding 
of the Church-goer. Too often the believer 
expects the Church-goer to come to him 
and "raise" himself to the level of the be
liever. Obviously this will not do. As we 
read the scriptures, it is apparent that 
Jesus and the Apostles went to where the 
people were--the Temple, the market place 
and in Paul's case to Mars Hill in Acts 17. 
Our Lord also talked with the people, not 
at them. 

The Christian today needs to approach 
the Church-goer in the same way. When 
using the electronic media, the program 
needs to be presented when the Church
goer will likely be listening (or watching). 
In radio, "drive-time," from 6-8 a.m. and 
.from 4-6 p.m. is best. On TV "prime time," 
from 8-11 p.m. (EST) is best. 

The message must be structured to meet 
the needs of the Church-goer. Usually he 
wants ·to serve his Lord and he seeks ways 
of doing so. This may be an appropriate 
approach to attract the Church-goer. One 
pitfall is that most Church-goers have a 
built in bias against other religious be
liefs. In some Church-goers this bias is 
very strong and must be overcome in order 
to effectively communicate. 

Be kind. In the electronic media, kind
ness is expressed more in nonverbal ways 
such as the tone of voice, facial expres
sions and the kind of eye contact used. 
What is important is that the message is 
presented in an honest and sincere way. 

Occasionally programs on the media 
neglect the element of kindness. Unfor
tunately, though they are soundly based 
in scriptural truth, the impact on the 
audience is negative, even defiant. The 
Bible commands us to ... "speak the truth, 
in love." 

Use the Bible as the authority. Most· re-

ligious groups claim the Bible as their 
authority. Every message directed to a 
Church-goer should be well-grounded in 
biblical principles and quotations. Personal 
analysis is frequently opinion, regar.dless 
of how educated it might be, and to most 
people, one opinion is just as good as 
another. However by basing everything 
on the Bible, the opinion of both parties 
will be eliminated and each will be forced 
to come to grips with those priniciples 
contained in the scriptures. 

In a message presented on the electronic 
media, doctrinal issues need to be ex
plained without unnecessary emotion. The 
doctrinal subtleties may be hard for a 
Church-goer to grasp, especially if he has 
strong biases. 

A well-developed religious message pre
sented on the electronic media will antici
pate some of the obvious questions the 
Church-goer woul.d ask and answers should 
be incorporated in the message providing 
feedback and clarification. 

Each program on the electronic media 
should be centered around only one basic 
idea. Too often multiple ideas are pre
sented and confusion results. The purpose 
of each program should be to present, 
clarify and verify one singularly im
portant idea. The length of the program 
should be long enough to develop the idea, 
but not so long as to bore the au.dience. 

The follow-up. Without an effective 
follow-up plan, all the messages. presented 
by ~the electronic media are practically 
wasted. It is the follow-up that helps 
draw the Church-goer and the believer 
close together physically and spiritually. 

Most religious electronic media pro
grams provide some "first level" follow-up. 
During the porgram, an offer of a free 
Bible correspondence course is made or an 
offer of a free booklet on the subject dis
cussed in the program, or an address or 
telephone number where questions can be
sent or the number of a Bible call-in sys
tem is given. The objective of this "first 
level" of follow-up should be to get the 
names and addresses of those responding 
and to satisfy their immediate needs. Most 
of the electronic media programs spon
sored by the church use a "first level" 
follow-up, but stop there, depending on the 
individuals contacted to reply. Very few 
do. 

What is needed is a "second level" fol
low-up to be initiated about two weeks 
after the "first level." The purpose of the 
"second level" is to put the interested 
Church-goer into direct contact with a 
believer. The "second level" follow-up may 
begin with a phone call from the believer 
to the Church-goer extending a personal 
invitation to Sunday worship services or 
a seminar on an area of universal concern. 

Then after the believer makes the initial 
contact with the Church-goer, he should 
initiate a personal visit either in his home 
or in the home of the Church-goer. Before 
a Church-goer will really respond to the 
believer, he must feel that the believer is 
actually interested in him as a person. 
After the personal visit, events must de
velop at their own pace. 

The Church-goer has been ignored for 
too long as an audience of electronic media 
programs produced by the church. It is a 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Marriage: Chance or Choice? (1) 

The chances are probably very good 
today that someone, somewhere is sitting 
in a doctor's office or a barber shop thumb
ing through a magazine, and, if this person 
were to pick up the October issue of 
Mother Earth News (1979) and turn to 
page 121, he or she would find the follow
ing advertisements listed there: 

"Spiritually. hip man, 36, looking for 
great woman to share mobile life, 
grounded in love. Kids OK. Write: 
Chuck, Deerfield Beach, Fla." 
"Happy, homesteading, got-it-together 
Gemini gal, age 42, with son, age 6, 
seeking mental, spiritual and physical 
rapport with intelligent, positive-think
ing ... man. Write: Ellie, Quinlan, 
TX." 
"I am a lady with an easy smile and 
laugh. Love life, children, and magic in 
my man. Write: Sandy, Red Mountain, 
Homer, Alaska." 

And here's one that strikes a bit closer 
to home: 

"Man, 62, relocatable, intelligent, hand
some, white, medium retirement income, 
divorced Christian . . . . Write: P. L., 
Florida." 

For millions of people today, perhaps 
even these four people, marriage is not 
thought to be an act of creation initiated 
from the heart of God. It is rather a game 
of chance; a constant, itching thirst for 
just the "right" mate--the "perfect" lover. 

Jesus once spoke to a society which, for 
the most part, had a similar low view of 
marriage; a time when husbands invoked 
religious apprvoal (even quoting Moses) 
for divorcing their wives for all sorts of 
petty reasons. His response to this kind of 
attitude was to herald the advent of the 
Kingdom of God, long ago foretold by the 
prophets, by boldly and authoritatively re
minding his listeners that Moses merely 
allowed .divorce, but God had created man 
male and female, and had always intended 
the union of the two to be sacred, in
violable, and permanent. In Jesus' view. 
marriage was to be based on choice, not 
chance. It was to be, for those to whom it 
was given, a bastion of God's power in the 
world to make two opposites one flesh, 
even as his church was to be the body 
of the one God on earth in which the two 
opposites, Jew and Gentile, were to become 
one spirit. 

The disciples' response to this pro
nouncement was one of pure shock (Mt. 
19: 10), a reaction similar to his sayings 
about "taking up the cross," or "selling all 
possessions and giving to the poor," or 
that teaching which called them to "be 
perfect, even as the Father in heaven is 
perfect." It was a hard saying then-and 
it still is a har.d saying. A slightly para
phrased summary of the dramatic give-

MICHAEL MOORE 

and-take of the Master and his disciples 
might go like this: 

"If that's the way it has to be, Lord 
Jesus, then who can marry? Who can 
undertake, in this permissive society we 
live in, to commit himself or herself 
to one person-for life?" 

His answer: 

"Not everyone can! But don't worry. 
You have another option for service in 
my Kingdom. Even as some have been 
born impotent, or rendered that way by 
men, you have the option of voluntarily 
choosing this path of Christian service. 
You don't have to marry. But don't over
react. There are not many of you who 
can do this. Whoever is able to live this 
way, let him go ahead and make him
self or herself celibate for the Kingdom's 
sake. But know this: Your sexual sta
tus is not something which you are to 
leave to chance, like the heathen do. In 
my kingdom, my .disciples shall be dis
tinguished from my enemies in that they 
have their sexual passions under con
trol, choosing either to marry, or not 
to marry. The world will never under
stand this kind of morality, but this is 
the new life, the eternal life to which I 
am calling you in the Kingdom of your 
God." 

We cannot deal with all the implications 
of this issue today; we only have enough 
time to focus on one: If marriage is not 
based on chance, but is indeed a matter 
of conscientious choice, then it is only 
logical and acceptable that some will 
choose not to marry, that is, that some of 
us will choose a voluntary life of celibacy 
for the Kingdom's sake, as have Christians 
in the past. What then are the advantages 
and disadvantages of the celibate life from 
a Biblical viewpoint? 

To narrow this discussion down to a 
manageable size nothing will be said today 
about marriage, divorce, or remarriage as 
such, since so much has already been said 
or written about it. This is not to pass 
lightly over a vitally important issue in the 
church today as if it were not a problem. 
It is a problem-a complicated, emotion
packed, agonizingly difficult problem. It is 
to say, however, that this subject cannot 
be given adequate attention fu the time 
allowed. 

Secondly, we cannot address all the 
sociological, anthropological, or psycho
logical dimensions of celibacy, but will 
rather concentrate attention an the evan
gelical foundation for all pronouncements 
of an ethical or moral nature concerning 
celibacy (or anything else for that matter) 
-the Scriptures. Assuming that they are 
the authoritative, inspired Word of God, 
relevant and applicable to the needs of 
Humankind today, what does this God of 

the Bible have to say to his creation about 
celibacy? 

Thirdly, though it will be tempting to 
focus discussion only on particular biblical 
passages, such as Jesus' saying in Mt. 
19:1-12 or Paul's saying in 1 Cor. 7:26-36, 
we will attempt to resist the temptation to 
prooftext the Bible to support a precon
ceived "brotherhood position" and instead 
present a concise, homogeneous overview 
of biblical teaching on celibacy, simply pre
senting the Word and letting it speak for 
itself. In doing this, however, it is recog
nized that these and other biblical passages 
will have to be examined to achieve this 
goal. 

Fourthly, we cannot even begin to cata
logue all the factors which coalesced in the 
primitive church and eventually led to a 
clerical, celibate presthood modelled after 
the Jewish Levitical model and the Hel
lenistic cultic models. Suffice it to say that 
by the 4th century A.D. the evidence shows 
that the demand for a celibate priesthood 
grew out of the prevailing concept of 
sexuality and how this affected the sacri
ficial minister. 

In structural terms, the procedure we 
will follow will be: ( 1) to look at the word 
for "eunuch" in the Hebrew Bible and 
briefly compare its meaning and usage 
with the remarks of two ancient historians 
who observed the Oriental practices of the 
Persians who specialized in the use of 
eunuchs in their courts and harems, in 
order to get a feel for the origin of the 
custom. 

Then we will look at some of the fac
tors which brought about various changes 
in the practice of this custom as the Ori
ental and Greek worlds began to absorb 
one another by looking at the word in the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible 
known as the Septuagint (abbreviated as 
LXX), by examining how the rabbis felt 
about the custom in a few of their writ
ings, and by examining the remarks of two 
mo~e historians who observed the custom 
of voluntary celibacy in a small religious 
settlement about 20 miles from the spot 
where Jesus was killed known as Qumran. 

Finally, we most want to look at Jesus' 
saying in Mt. 19:10-12 at two levels: (a) 
as the message of a Palestinian Jew named 
Jesus, which he delivered to a predo~i
nantly Jewish audience who, like himself, 
shared the same attitudes toward eunuchs 
as most every other Palestinian Jew of 
this time period, but also (b) as the mes
sage of God's Son to the world about how 
the Father feels about celibacy and the 
celibate's place in his Kingdom. 

This study will be contin~c;l next week. 

1419 Overlook Rd., Whitehall, Pa. 18062 
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Soft-Soaping Sin 
A popular western song called "My 

Daddy was a Preacher Man," has lyrics 
which have the singer declaring that her 
father was an "old fashioned preacher," 
who preached against sin, and made hell so 
real you could almost feel the fire. . 

Hearing this song one day on the rad1o, 
I began to wonder why preaching about 
sin, Satan, and hell are considered by most 
to be "old fashioned." Quite often you hear 
Christians imply that the days of "fire 
and brimstone" preaching are gone. The 
emphasis today is on "church growth," or 
how to use certain methods of psychology 
to win others to Christ. As one author has 
titled his book, we ask, "What Ever Hap
pened to Sin?" 

Jesus said in John 16:7-11, that he was 
going to send the Holy Spirit into the 
world to "convict the world in respect of 
sin." In Acts 2:23 Peter told the Jews on 
the day of Pentecost, "ye by the hand of 
lawless men did crucify and slay." If I 
read this right, Peter, speaking by the Holy 
Spirit, accused these people of the sin of 
murder. This led them to ask what they 
needed to do to be saved. In Acts 3:14, 15, 
Peter again told the Jews, at Solomon's 
Porch, "But ye denied the Holy and Right
eous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted unto you, and killed the Prince of 
life .... " Stephen told the Jews he spoke 
to "Which of the prophets did not your 
fathers persecute? and they killed them 
that showed before of the coming of the 
Righteous One; of whom ye have now be
come betrayers and murderers" (Acts 
8:52). 

Peter and Stephen preached directly to 
the people about their sins. They told them 
what they had done that was wrong, and 

The Heroes 

In this day of the long bomb, football 
fans seem to think very little of the lowly 
fullback. It seems that the forgotten line
men have been joined by another forgotten 
man: the power runner, the fellow who 
picks up yardage one yard at a time. Yet 
few football teams could win without such 
a player. He takes a beating on those third 
and one situations: He rarely gets the 
headlines, but any good coach would tell 
you, "We couldn't do it without him." 

The church is also in a big play mood. 
We have been for quite a number of years. 
There is not really much wrong with big 
programs, big preachers, big campaigns or 
big buildings. But we must never forget 
that we cannot get along without the "one 
yard at a time" man. The church needs 
the people who do the little things. They 
are not little people. They are big in God's 
eyes. They are big enough to do the little 
things. 

Christianity is, after all, a religion of 
"little things." The great ones in God's 
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urged them to repent and make things 
right with God. Paul wrote letters to 
churches and individuals, and pin-pointed 
specific sins and errors. He did not soft
soap sin. 

Psychology and sophisticated preaching 
will not convict one of sin. Sin must be de
fined, depicted, and described .if! sp~cific 
term.~ to those who are pmcttcmg tt, so 
that they may become aware of those par
ticular sins in their own lives. Sin must 
be called by its right name, and not passed 
off as "hang-ups" or "weaknesses." 

Paul called the Corinthian brother living 
with his father's wife, a "fornicator." He 
told the church to deliver him to Satan. He 
concluded by saying, "Put away the wicked 
man from among yourselves." (I Cor. 
5: 13). Peter told the man called Simon 
the Sorcerer "Thou hast neither part 
nor lot in thi~ matter, for thy heart is not 
right before God." He went on to say, "For 
I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness 
and in the bond of iniquity." (Acts 8 :23). 
Hard preaching? But Simon repented. 
Peter did not soft-soap sin. 

It is said that we should not be hard in 
our preaching and teaching, or be specific 
in pointing out sins. We are told that one 
doesn't preach "fire and brimstone" in 
these days, because people "don't like that 
kind of preaching." We must be more 
positive in our approach, they say. Yet, 
the world and the church seem to get 
worse and worse, and sin abounds every
where. Maybe we need some "old 
fashioned" preaching. Just like Peter, 
Stephen, and Paul! 
6636 Rockglen A venue, San Diego, Ca. 
92111. 
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kingdom are the followers, the foot
washers, the servants. We often hear about 
our need for leaders, and we do need lead
ers, but what good are leaders if no one 
will follow? 

A High School senior applied to a col
lege and received this letter in reply. "We 
are accepting your application for admis
sion. Despite your marginal grades we 
feel that you will be a great asset to our 
school. In answer to the question, 'Are 
you a leader?' you marked 'no.' We have 
about two-thousand leaders on this cam
pus and we believe that it is time they had 
at least one follower." 

We need good elders to shepherd the 
flock but we also need sheep who will 
follow. We need teachers but not everyone 
could or should teach. We need fine 
preachers. But what good is preaching if 
it is not heard? 

Let's hear it for the listeners, the fol
lowers, and the learners. Let's praise the 
stamp lickers, the door knockers, the 

On Being God's Workmanship 
CARSON E. REED 

The fact that God knows nov:: what my 
life will amount to conjures up curious 
thought; God knows what my occupation 
will be, where I will live, the people who 
I will be in conflict with as well as those 
I will love; God knows when, where, and 
how I will die. Because God knows all that 
will transpire in my life and in the lives 
of every member of the human race, the 
question of why I should pray or even 
make an effort to serve him-since the 
outcome of my life is so obvious to God
naturally materializes in my mind, making 
my own purpose and direction seemingly 
meaningless in the light of eternal destiny. 

In seeking for an answer to a bewilder
ing question a verse in Ephesians provides 
a clue. "For we are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to .do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.'' God knows what events will occur in 
my life, but I must grasp a very im
portant point. Through God's redeeming 
grace the sinner is transformed; a meta
morphosis occurs, begetting a new crea
ture. However, this new creature is not 
transformed merely to sit back and watch 
the world go by, God recreated the sinner 
with a specific purpose in mind; God, sup
plying the ground rules in Matthew 28: 
18-20, commissions the new creature to do 
good works and sets the world as the limit. 

So God, with his infinite knowledge 
utilizing a finite timetable, provides each 
of his sons and daughters with a life
filling it to the brim with wondrous joys 
and heart-breaking sorrows. But each joy 
and sorrow in the life of the Christian is 
his set of opportunities, providing him 
with his personal mission to teach and obey 
God's will. Therefore the Christian should 
not look dismally on his future, thinking 
that God has sealed his fate and there is 
not a thing to be done about it. Rather, the 
Christian should accept his future, under
standing that the way he makes a living 
will yield special opportunities for service, 
perceiving the importance of the people 
he will be associated with throughout his 
life, and recognizing that it is God's 
unique, divine plan of service for him., 

Asking cnce again the question "why 
should I pray or even make an effort to 
serve God since he already knows what 
I will do," the answer optimistically 
bounces back. God knows because he has 
specific plans for me to accomplish. My 
petitions to God are not to change the 
future but for the strength and faith to be 
his "workmanship," so I may fulfill the 
glorious, eternal purpose for which he 
recreated me. 

1006 Prairie, Emporia, KS 66801 

phone callers and the floor sweeper!). 
Let's have a "Sheep's Appreciation Din
ner" at our next lectureship. Let's sing 
a song about our unsung heroes. 

3539 I van hoe Dr., Kent, Ohio 44240 
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Singles: The Never-Marrieds and the Church 
There are social elements in our culture 

that have both created and sustained the 
relatively new classification of folks from 
18-35 who have never married. Their rea
sons for being single are not especially 
personal, mental or emotional. However 
society and even church leaders often proj
ect an image of emotional immaturity and 
personality dysfunction onto these people. 
Singles are not social deviants as a class. 
However the sociological factors that have 
created and sustained their class also tend 
to affect them personally and influence 
their greatest concerns. The Bible and the 
New Testament church are equipped with 
concepts which afford them both spiritual 
and at the same time sociological responses 
that can minister effectively to the needs 
of today's single people. 

Singles, where do they all come from? 
Census records have been studied since 
1900 to the present. These have shown that 
on the average over half of the population 
has married prior to turning 25 years of 
age. In some years, the median age for 
marriage has been considerably lower. In 
1900 the median age for men was 25 and 
was 21 for women. By 1950 (which is the 
period in which many of today's church 
leaders or their children married) the me
dian age had dropped to 22.8 for males 
and 20.3 for females. This period reflected 
a significant number of teenage mar
riages. Since then there has been a steady 
climb back upwards. 1978 census records 
show a median marriage age of 24 years 
for men and 21.6 years for women. De
mographers are projecting a continued 
steady rise in the median marriage age 
with more and more never-marrieds delay
ing marriage later into life. 

How many people are we talking about? 
Between· 1960 and 1970 there was a 43% 
increase in the number of single-person 
households. In 197 4, for the first time in 
a generation there were significantly fewer 
marriages than in the previous year. The 
figures for 1974 show that of a total sin
gle population of some 48 million that at 
least 12.7 million were never marrieds. 

Family life educators and researchers 
report that the marriage rate is subject 
to sociological factors such as the national 
economy (marriage increases and de
creases with wealth or inflation/depres
sion), major social events such as war and 
immigration, and it reflects changes in the 
norms and values concerning marriage, 
divorce, remarriage and singleness. It 
seems that both the trauma of divorce 
which has been personal1y experienced by 
more and more of today's singles through 
their families and the ease of cohabitation 
have both worked to further discourage 
marriage. War helped to deplete the ranks 
of marriageable men and the economy re
quires more education and more financial 
base for marriage. Two can not live as 
cheaply as one and even less so in our 
inflated economy. 

Further dating and marriage patterns 
have changed. At the turn of the century, 
a man typically left school at fourteen and 

RONALD S. EXUM 

worked a dozen years before he married a 
girl usually considerably younger than 
himself. Younger people for the last sev
eral years tended to marry others within 
a fairly narrow age range. Dating styles 
have shifted markedly in our culture as 
well. Mate selection in the past tended to 
center around home and school related 
situations. But with the later ages for 
marriage and the increased mobility of to
day's single over 24, school and home are 
largely out of the picture. The opportuni
ties for forming cross-sexual relationships 
are often blocked at work for those in blue 
collar sex segregated jobs and so the cul
ture has supplied the "s,vinging singles 
scene." Any number of magazine articles, 
however, reflect that this is a vicious 
"meat market mentality" and not a very 
workable approach to mate selection. 

Relationship building then is a weakness 
for singles and their opportunities are 
limited. As Time magazine well said, 
"They need a place to meet, ~orne social 
mechanism that is the equivalent of the 
high school dance or the corner soda foun
tain or the church young people's group." 
Singles today are even less into the old 
style "couple date" that was popular be
fore this era. Both group dating and co
habitation, however, are on the rise. 

It seems that the church with a single's 
group that is formed primarily for the 
sake of meeting others will only perpetuate 
the "meat market mentality." Therefore 
what seems needed is an active program 
of evangelism and service to fellowman 
just as the scriptures have always directed 
but with opportunity for forming rela
tionships and even teaching clas~es on 
fellowship and relationship building. In 
doing this the church can help rP.~hape the 
secular mate selection pattern back to its 
God ordained model and build families for 
the future. 

Late marriage can be explained in part 
by sociological factors. Research clisserta
tions have been written that show that 
many will probably marry even after 35 
years of age. Further that singleness is 
not basically a result of a lack of men but 
that single women tend to be in higher 
socio-economic brackets than their male 
counterparts. Therefore factors lil<e, age, 
occupation, education, and geographic lo
cation make it unlikely that single men 
and women of comparable social status 
will ever meet. Not only are the single 
women more likely to be of higher ,gocio
economic status but they are more likely 
to he urban residents whereas proportion
ally more single men are non-urban. While 
most will eventually marry, a growing 
number of singles are becoming socialized 
to accept singleness as a viable alternative 
to marriage. 

Many have long cried that some people 
ought not ever to warry but our society 

has tended to treat the single like some 
kind of polywog that never grew up. It 
seems that now might be an excellent time 
to minister to people in such a way as to 
encourage quality in selection making and 
helping the unmarried who may wish to 
remain unmarried to do so without stigma. 
Support group~ within the chm·ch need to 
act in the famil~· l'aring role gh·ing caring 
relationships to those who require it (and 
who doe~n't). The church will be growing 
more closely knit together in love and that 
is scriptural. 

Among some of the singles greatest 
emotional concerns are loneliness and de
pres~ion. These too can he partially ac
counted for hy ~ociologkal factors. Bach
elOI·hood according to statistical research 
is no "swinging good time." The single 
man earns le~s than the married man, is 
roughly twice as likely to commit crimes, 
to go to jail, and to die early. He is more 
likely to develop physical and emotional 
illness and to commit suicide. Both mar
ried blacl<s and :;;ingle women make the 
same or better money in the market place 
and are po:;;sihly ~lightly mot·e likely to 
obtain or stay employed. George Gilder 
concluclC'd that men need women more than 
women nee,) men. This ~eems to be true. 
Single women a~ a class are more content 
than their married ~isters and much more 
so than the single man. Marriage really 
seems to impro,·e man's behavior and his 
emotional outlook. 

Emotional concPrns then can be affected 
by sociological factors. Loneliness is one 
of these. Loneliness has been demonstrated 
in research to be inversely related to two 
component~ of social identity. These are 
intimate personal relationships and wider 
public relationships and public responsi
bility. Therefore if in the church we can 
incr~ase the singles skills and opportuni
ties for both relationshit>S and responsible 
service we can help meet their needs and 
at the same time tn·odu<·e hetter disciples. 

Another ~tudy on the sociological de
terminants of depression showed the fac
tors of economics (~tP.wardship or money 
manag-em<'nt), social status, and neighbor
hood non-itwolvement were contributing 
factors to this depression. Of course 
stewardship, spiritual <'quality, and per
sonal evangelism all three relate directly 
to thC'se areas of conce1·n. 

What does it all mean? It means that 
singles m·e normal well-adjusted people 
caught in a cultural change process that 
leaves them without standard ways of 
meeting their human and spiritual needs 
in om· ~ecular society. Fm·ther, that the 
church has the spiritual even doctrinal 
equipment for meeting these needs, there
fore if we will home-in on this group and 
build them up we can produce a group of 
dis('iples mu<"h as Paul (]C'scrihecl in I Co
rinthians 7. who can render even more 
sen·icc to God than their married counter 
parts. 

Box 101, Brnnt<', Texas 76933 
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Congregafionaf Singing 
HOLLAND L. BORING, SR., EDITOR 

The FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC will be held this year at 
Hensel Music Camp, June 8-19. We have 
trained almost 2,000 men and boys to lead 
singing in this school, which is now the 
largest such effort among us. It is designed 
not only to produce leaders, but to help 
the brotherhood appreciate good singing. 
Every congregation should send several of 
its young men to this school. Register early. 
We are expecting an increased number of 

students this year. Write for information 
to Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

The Song "The Evergreen Valley" is a 
beautiful song that has just been written. 
It expresses the same spiritual uplift that 
Brother Maxie Boren reveals in his article 
on this page. When love is not inhibited 
by that which is wrong, the redeemed will 
express the same sentiment in beautiful 
singing. 

The Evergreen Valley 
I· 

Eugene Pearson 
I .. 

_ ... 
-I I I I - - I. . . ., •• ., ""' ""' ~ ... ""' _b 

1. Oi't I dream oi' an ev- er green val-ley, Hid- den deep in 
2. Oh, 'tis said there's no sick-n~ss nor dy- ing, No more paln there 
3 .• I have heard there• s no aln ~n that val-ley, Naught but peace and · 
Q. Soon I '11 go to that ev- er green val-ley, Where I '11 rest'heath 

.a.. 6. .a.. ..& _.. - .11o. A .&. A ..a.... 
16""' - I I r- I 11!;;;1 • I --· . 

lA lA 
I II I r- 1'-
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". ... - - Chorus 
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The re-deemed to that hav-en oi' love. 
No more tears to - bur-den the day. I've heard 
Ere the joys of that val-ley I miss. 
And i'or ev-er - hap-py I'll be. 

.llo. A ..&."1! ..& F:= .__ - A~ ..&. -. 

pret- ty i'low-ers 

- - - ..&. .,.t41 -· l 1 r ' _l _I I I.Jil '-. . - _ _[ _I _,... _f""' --. ~~- -·1 I I ... ft_l_l _._ 
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are blooming,Sparkling dew robes their beauty so rarea And I'm told 

·• • & I . ... 

..... -
it will alway be Springtime In that land where there's never a care. 

& ..& .a..c-.A.· 
_..,.,. I ,.... 

& .......... ~ 
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... I ., ~ I 
~ Coovri£ht 1981 bv Eugene Pearson. All Rights Reserved. 
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BEAUTIFUL SONGS OF THE 
REDEEMED 

Maxie B. Boren 

Driving down the road listening to beau
tiful hymns on the 8-track is very uplifting 
to me, spiritually. Among my favorites are 
those recorded by the Lubbock Christian 
College Meistersingers. Those young people 
sing so great ... and one of the most beau
tiful songs they sing is written by Brother 
Tillit S. Teddlie, entitled, "In Heaven 
They're Singing." I listen to that sweet 
song as tears well up in my eyes, and 
think, "how fantastically wonderful it is 
going to be when all of God's redeemed 
gather together in the city four-square, in 
bliss and happiness never known on this 
earth, and in in songs of praise to Him!" 

0 how much we owe to brethren, past 
and present, who have enriched our lives, 
not only by writing great gospel songs, but 
by working so tirelessly to help the church 
to have better and more meaningful sing
ing. Just a few that come to mind that are 
now gone to be with the Lord are Austin 
Taylor, Basil Doran, Albert Brumley, F • 
L. Eiland, Will Slater, and James Ferrill. 
And still living are brethren Teddlie, L. 0. 
Sanderson, Paul H. Epps, Wilkin Bacon, 
Holland L. Boring, Sr. and Jr., Bobby 
Connel, Tex Stevens, etc., etc. And such 
men who work with our Christian College 
singing groups, such as Charles Cox and 
Wayne Hinds of LCC. These men and 
many, many more who labor in congrega
tional song leading deserve brotherhood ap
preciation. 

To me, one of the greatest proofs of the 
fact that Christianity is true and right, is 
the almost unending number of great songs 
that have come from the hearts of those 
who have believed in Jesus Christ. Such 
noble impulses, precious thoughts, and in
spiring melodies, have most surely been 
spawned by only that which is good and 
true! No other explanation is satisfactory . 

If the singing we hear and engage in on 
this earth fills our hearts with deep emo
tions that are near to inexpressible, then 
how much more tremendous it will be to 
experience the ecstacy of joining in heaven-· 
ly singing with all the redeemed and the 
innumerable hosts of angels in surround
ings of indescribable beauty, peace, and 
joy! 

Brother Teddlie's song expresses it well: 
"In heaven they're singing a wonderful 
song, a theme that shall never grow old; 
and glorified millions are singing it now 
in that beautiful city of gold." 

Neil Gallager, 22 Wampanoag Tr., East 
Providence, R.I. 02915. After 20 years we 
finally have elders in this congregation. 
There are three congregations in Rhode 
Island of which this 70 member church 
is the largest. The state is overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic. (I was trained as a Fran
ciscan monk). Brother Richard Kizirian 
and I were recently chosen as elders. We 
plan to spend our lives here shepherding 
this congregation., 
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T HE E LECTRONIC MEDIA AND 
THE CHURCH-GOER 

( Continued from page 6) 
mission point almost untouched, but it need 
not continue to be neglected . The oppor
tunity, availability and methodology are 
present. All that is required are Christians 
to provide the motivation and determina
tion. S uccess is inevitable. 

HELP I S COMI NG TO F AMINED 
E AST AFRICA 

The elders at Springtown, Texas have 
taken the lead in getting food a nd medi
cine to East Africa where 12 mill ion suf
fer wi th acute malnutrition. March 17, 
1981 Associated Press report from DAR
ES-SALAAM, T a nzania states " The 
drought was the worst since 1941 a nd 
threatened famine for about half the 
country." President Nyerere stated, " We 
do not know where our impoverished gov
ernment will get the money to feed the 
millions who face starvation." 

The first appeal went out last Decem
ber from S pringtown and already 
$42,000.00 has been g iven or pledged of 
the $100,000.00 sough t . 

Breth ren are asked to r espond with the 
additional $58,000.00 before June 26th. 
Send to the Springtown Church of Christ, 
Box 96, Springtown, Texas 76082. 

Austin H. Emer y, 2012 Western Av., 
Fa rming ton, New Mexico, April 7, 1981: 
E ight have recently been immersed into 
Christ here. I have jus t returned from the 
Campaign for Chril';t in Perth , Westet11 
Australia directed by the North Davis 
Church of Christ in Arlington, Texas. 
Thirsty-six individuals accepted the gos
pel during our three weeks in Pe t·th. 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 
Send for Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 

OF RELIGION 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901·761·1350 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arno ld Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 

Roy J. Hea rn , Director 
Phone {90 1) 362-5 139 
Write or call fo r catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

• -·-•-a.-e.-..-a- •-·-·-·-•-...-o-•-~-·- a -•-·-•-........_,.-• -•-•-•-• -• 

i CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact u.s for free estimate . 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P h on e 817-645-0203 

•- ~~-•-..-...-.o-•-·-~-·-£-11 -·--~...-...._.v._.~- ~~- ~.~--u-.. 
PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATION S N OW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For In formation Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dal las, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRt':\RY} , l!l~l - .\l'Gl 'ST :ll , l !J~l 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Directo1· of Development 

(214) 52G-7715 

Foundation School of Church Music 
June 8-19 

P lease enroll 

NAME ___________ ADDRESS _____ _ 

CITY STATE ____ ZIP ____ _ 
In the Foundation School of Church Music for lhe 1981 term, 
June 8-19. Enclosed please find $135 for tuition, room, and board. 

Signed __________________ _ 

LIVE IN TH E NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intens ive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A . App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York - For fu11ther 
information--contact : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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NORMAN F. MERRIT'f, JR. 

Norman Franklin Merritt, Jr., a gospel 
preacher and a well-known amateur golf
er departed this life on December 27, 
19,80, after a two-year battle with cancer. 
He would have been 60 years of age on 
March 16, 1981. 

At age 24 he was at that time the 
youngest. major in the history of the Air 
Force, though he was assigned adminis
trative duties and was never a pilot. He 
interrupted his mi litary career to enter 
Abilene Chr istian University in 1946 and 
completed four years of work in two ye:lJ"s 
and three months, graduating in 1948 
summa cum laude. Resuming his military 
career in 1949, the Air F orce sent him to 
Harvard University, where he r eceived an 
M.S. in Business in 1054. He was pro
moted lo Lt. Colonel in 1956 and retired 
with that rank in 1963 at the age of 42. 

In 1967 he moved to Searcy, Arkansas , 
and taught economics at Harding Univer
s ity for three years and served as the 
coach of the golf team about fiye years. 
In 1947 he became the minister of the 
Church of Christ at Midland, Arkansas, 
23 miles south of his home in F or t Smith, 
and continued to preach for this congrega
tion even after several operations due lo 
cance:·. 

Survivors include his wife, Barbara, 
Mae; a daughte:r, Toni Dee, and a son, 
Ken W., both of F ayetteville, Arkansas; 
his mother, Lillie B. Crozier , of Abilene, 
Texas; a sister , Kathleen Sharp, of Rog
ers, Arkansas; four brothers: Norman A. 
of SaHord, Arizona; Jake of Cedarville, 
California; ByTon of Scottsdale, Arizona; 
anct Allen of Merkel, Texas; and two 
granddaughters, Stacey and Brooke. 

LONG BEACH CONGREGATIONS 
ME RGE 

The mer ger of Central and Uptown 
churches of Christ in Long Beach, Cali
fornia, on April 12 brought togethe1· a 
new congregation of .JOO members. 

Named the Church of Christ at 37th 
and Atlantic, the merged gr oup meets in 
the Uptown facility at 3707 Atlantic Ave. 

The elders, deacons and trustees of the 
two former congregations hm·e assumed 
those offices at 37th and Atla ntic. 

Dr. Hugh T iner served as minister at 
Uptown for the past 10 years unti l his 
death Jan. 7. Randy Mayeaux is the minis
ter at 37th and Atlantic. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
l 1 123 Church Street. Suite 408 
Jl Nashvi lle, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (61S) 2S4·0~36 
STEEPLES 

~ BAPTISTRIES .. --... 

Reprints of any single page article appearing pel 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 ies not accepted. 

r----·--~ANNING-TOB-U!LD? ______ l 
~ Continental Church Builcler s is in its 19th year of successful operation. ~ 
I Let us assist you in planning toward construction of :your n ew building. ~ 1 Brochure sent on request. Call collect . . . 1 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
l 2811 Oolwubino P ineo P. 0 . Box 40289 ~ 
} (615) 383-2313 Nashville, Tennessee 87204 \ 

_._ ____ .....,_.._,......,...._.._. _____ ~-----"""'"·--........ .....-. ......... ..._..-..,... 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ADI\'IINISTRATOR 

The San Fernando Va lley Christian School is accepting applications for 
the position of Administrator. 

Bachelor's degree and 3-5 years related experience required-Master's 
degree preferred. Salary negotiab le. Excellent fringe benefits. 

Applications also accepted for teachers of high school English, Science
Math, German and Typing. 

Contact Mr. Frank Holladay, Chai rman of the Board, at phone (213) 
365-7157 for app lication procedures and requirements. It is anticipated 
that an appointment to the position will be made by June 1, 1981. 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuiti on • "What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Informat ion and Catalog Wri te or 0111 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Tral!, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·262·3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement P1ans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 / 535·1801-817 / 429·1403 

···~·············································· ···· ··································· 
: - Sun<Uy throuph Wedn••"-Y Conpr~•llon•l : 

66SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
( 575 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-11,000 participating song directors.) 
Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 

• • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • Ralph A. Casey P 0 . Box 1104. N0rc. .os::. Ga 3009 1 Phone (404) 449-1202 • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••a••••••••••••••••• 
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My Jesus, 
I WILL LIVE FOR THEE 

Quality's 1981 VBS Exam 
Kit is Here 

Were you satisfied with your VBS material last 
year? Chances are you were not. This year, why not 
try the Quality Alternative? 

This year' s YBS, My Jesus, I Will Live For Thee, 
features these exciting new items: 
• The only brotherhood VBS series with full-color 

through the sixth grade; 
• Wrillen by the best writers with high (educational 

and teaching experience) qualifications; 
• Introducing new VBS Superbowl,'m your exam kit 

comes already prepared as an educatinal tool; 
• As always, this year's VBS is doctrinally sound; 
• ... plus a lot more interesting features. 

This adult series features the new study- You Can 
Trust Your Bible by Neale Pryor, Ph.D. Our other 
writers include: Lynn Fitzgerald, MH; Bess Walton, 
MSEd, Ed D (candt); James Stoval, BSRE, MSEd; 
and Larry Fitzgerald, DREd. All of our writers are 
dedicated Christians and experienced teachers. 

The Quality Alternative 
to boring or unsound 
VBS literature 

Each kit contains: 

8 teachers' books (one for 
each age level); 8 student 
books; l VBS Director' s 
Manual; l YBS pupil's 
certificate; l VBS teacher's 
appreciation certificate; 
l "I brought one" button; 
l VBS headband; l song
book; l large poster; 
l small poster; l enroll
ment card; l attendance 
card; l door hanger; 
l invitation postcard; and 
l worker thank you card. 

VBS Superbow]tm 
designed to be used 
everyday of YBS. It 
comes complete, no 
parts to cut, bend or 
tape. It is already 
attached to your 
exam kit, ready to use. 

Grabs kid's attention while helping them Jearn 
directly from the scriptures. Fun but an extremely 
good teaching tool. This bonus can be used in regular 
Bible class again and again and again. 

VBS Director's Manual 
designed complete with monthly 
checklist, bibliography, biography 
of writers (do not buy material 
that is afraid to identify its 
writers), plus a whole lot more. 

This manual is free, just for 
inspecting our exam kit. It is 
yours to keep whether or not 
you buy Quality's material. 

Complete this handy order coupon and mail 
it to: 

F irm Foundation Pub. House 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please rush me copies of My Jesus, I Will 
Live For Thee VBS exam kits @ $ 12.95 each. + 85¢ 

postage. Total ------· Enclosed is a check 

or money order for - --- ---- · Please bill 
Church ______ _ 

N ame 

Church 

Address 

City, St~tc , Zip 

Si~nature 

You may place your order by phone. 



BOOKS .J.n Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

THE RADICAL WESLEY. Howard Sny· 
der. IVP. 189p. $5.25 

The clash between the reformer, J ohn 
Wesley and the secularized, organized, 
fossilized church of the day is vividly por
trayed and its roots traced. A good insight 
into t he beginnings of Methodism and the 
genius of John Wesley. 

CRY JUSTICE. Ronald J. Sider. IVP. 
220p. $2.95 

Taking off on God's love for an im
poverished race, manifested by his Grace, 
the author attacks the world problems of 
hunger, privation and justice for the poor 
and pictures it against American afflu
ence. It is an invitation to hear God speak 
to us to make us ashamed. 

SCRIPTURE TWISTING. J ames Sire. 
IVP. 177p. $4.95 

Oh I How the cults twist the scriptures. 
They support some bizzare concepts by 
quoting the Scriptures. The author does a 
good job showing how cultism twists and 
misuses the scriptures-while twisting 
some of them himself. 

A STUDY OF DANIEL. John A. Cope
land. Quality. 73p. $2 

A th irteen lesson study of the book of 
Daniel, designed for high school and col
lege level classes. The first eight lessons 
are those usuaiJy drawn from the book, 
and the las t five are the author's interpre
tation of Daniel's historic dreams and the 
way they prophesied the breakup of the 
Persian empire and the coming of the 
Messiah. 

THE MYTHOLOGY OF MODERN 
GEOLOGY. Wayne Jackson. 45p. $2 

A gospel preacher attacks the timetable 
of geology. A well researched and docu
mented booklet on the subject. 

All boolu reviewed here may be purchased !rom 
the Firm Foundation P ublt.hing House. Please add 
$1.00 !or postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less; 10% on orders o'•er $10.00. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in :1 one-year internship. 
Quali fy to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
lism, :It Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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James Connor, Rt. 1, Box 199, Mont
gomery, La. 71454: The church at Verda, 
La., is going through desperate times. 
Begun in 1974, it became self-supporting 
in 1978. Work opportunites have vanished 
and 4 of our families have had to move 

elsewhere. Those who are left are giving 
beyond their means. Yet, we desperately 
need temporary help until we can recoup 
our losses. The need is immdiate to keep 
the church work from collapse. Can you 
help us? 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
Liability, · buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

The New International 
Version 

children's Bible. 
Your child's life is a special gift. So give a special gift in return
one that will help keep him growing for a lifetime. Give your 
child the New International Version Children's Bible. 

The NIVs accuracy and read- t 
ability make ,It the perfect modern J. 
English translation for memorization; . 
its dignity and cadence make the t.,. 
learning process easier than ever r· 
before. Included are 36 full-color l 
illustrations, 8 pages of color maps, j 
plus presentation, family and ~J 
church record pages. f . 

Challenge your child to growl. 
mentally and spiritually. Give him t 
the New International Version ~k . 
Children's Bible. Now in full-color t''t~:· ' 
cl~th cover, jus~ $9.95 ~.,· .. · 
Gtve your child l'; ,. -..................... / 
the gift to gra..v by. ,.. -•••••• 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodAte congregations 

advertising meetlne places, preachers seeking work or coneregations seeklnc prellchera. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (80S) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO SOUS 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-102• 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90•. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin~ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: 30 A.M.. 6 :00 P.M.: Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Aluka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 

B.A Y AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dahlia Road 

Plea•antoa, Callfonala Ht'586 
Jamos W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16656 16th 
Avenu., N.E •• Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
1omeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERM:-::O,..,.N""'s=-=F==R""o""M=-=--=s""'u=N""s=-=E==T=-o-n~9.,.0-m ........ in-u...,.te-cas-s-e...,..tte,... 
tapes. Taped course11 for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape, Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:&0 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minlaters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R::-:EL==-:1:-:G:-::I"'=o"""u=-=s,........,B;;,O,:;:,O:;:K=.S;=.BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee. Oklahoma. 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Moranm Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Robby Wade, Min. 4'16-40CS8. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Chareh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 7H-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0681. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. lt a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
FOR SALE: 1969 Ford Bus for sale-New Rear 
End-60 Passenger-$3,000. Contact: Mobberly 
Church of Christ, 1303 Mobberly Ave., Longview, 
Texas 76602, Phone 214/768-2787. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPrl, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79!>-2311. 
Full time evanllelist needed at Southside, Syracuse. 
N.Y. Good personal worker. mature in gospel, ex
Jlerienced; exciting potential for growth in a large 
metropolitan area. Must furnish most of your own 
support. Contact: John Coomey at 103 Brendan 
Way, Syracuse 13219: or Aubry McCrimmon at 210 
Mott Rd., Fnyettville, N.Y. 13066. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I. Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparenb, christians who are 
in~rested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
!>eautiflcations an~ related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-689-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78066. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Preacher wanted. Sound, experienced, married man 
in or near middle age for small congregation near 
Lake of the Ozarks. Average attendance 25-30. 
Write to Versailles Church of Christ, Highway 6, 
South Versailles, Mo. 65084 or call 314-377-2337, 
MINISTER WANTED. Dynamic congregation with 
about 175 members, no elders, desires experienced, 
mature, and sound in the faith preacher. Located 
near Fort Huachuca Army Base with modern facili
ty, newer home, and fringe benefits. Send resume, 
sermon tapes, photo, and references to Village 
Meadows Church of Christ, P .0. llox 682, Sierra 
Vista, AZ 85635. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
\YANTED: Ji'reach~r fo.r small urban congrega
tiOn at Benicia, Cahforma. Approximately 35 miles 
northeast of San Francisco. To begin work im
mediately upon acceptance. No eldertl, No liberals 
need apply. Send resume to Church of Christ, 430 
East N. Street, Benicia, California 94510." 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6876. 
WANTED: A Christian lady with or without chil
dren to live on campus and manage our commis
saries. Contact John W. Calvert, Jr .. Superintend
ent. SunnY Glen Children's Home, Box 13i3, San 
Benito, Texas 78586. 

..A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and hehl us," is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing con~:regation of 
13 families (19 adult members). We ur~tently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify ns an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time mls.o;ionnry/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. C/0 DON 
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54966. Thank you. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has heen 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wihlerness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd .• 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonnble price. Send for information and free 
umple directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
in~t Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916\ 885-6776. 
RETIRE In beautiful. healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedonn. 
Ari1:. 86340. 
WnshlnJI:'ton, D.C. area-ZO minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-U41, 
Mark N. Hicks, Eva.ngellst. 

JEEPS. CARs-;-TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #666 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
"For Snle: Sixteen Church pews with matching 
Puhlit nn•l two !'hairs. Good condition. Each pew 
14 ft. long. These are rare, ~olld oak pew!' which nre 
nlmol't unobtainablE' from pew manufal'turers today. 
Prk-e $4,000.00 (or $250. ner pew). Bellevue Church 
of Chril't, 1212 104th S.E., Bellevue, Wn. 98004, 
206-454-~~6~. -,....,..,-.,.-...,....-,----:==----.,---=--
COFFMAN COMMENTA·RIES, l1 volt~., Matt.
Jude. Like new', $75.00 p.p. Robert Archer, 620 Red 
River·, Lewisville, TX 75067. 

Enthusiastic Young Preacher tle~ires full time 
preaehin~-r or educational department JlOsition. Grad
uated Sunset School of Preat·hing and Jll'eKently a 
11tudent mnjoring in Psyl.'hology nt a local com
munity college. Seven years preaching experience. 
Resume nnd references nvuilnble unon request. Con
tact Gale A. Thornton, 125 W. Dnkotl\ Street. Troy, 
Ohio 4537:1 or t•nll t-513·335-891S. 
The EmJlire Con~tre~tation in EmJlire, California i>< 
looking for a l<'ull-time Pulpit Minister. May apply 
in person at the Church of Christ, Chur,·h and Mc
Coy Streets in Empire, California or mny 11hone: 
Jim Emery, (209) 524-649!!: Ted Lankford, (209) 
524-29!!2: Herman Peter11, 1 209) 529-2409. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
trle. to •ereeD adTertl•lna-, aDd will not 
kDowln,;ly take qae•tlonable advertlsla,;. 
Bat It I• the render's re•poaslhlllty to ID
vestlpte. Like any other paper, we some
time• anwtttlnglT ran an anwortb7 nd. 
All the old •aTIDg goes, before 700 Invest, 
lnveatl,;atel 

LIPSCOMB SETS ANOTHER 
ENROLLMENT RECORD 

NASHVILLE-Enrollment for spring 
quarter classes at David Lipscomb College 
is 2,113, an increase of 56 students over 
last spring's record enrollment, according 
to figures in the Lipscomb Registrar's 
Office. 

----a--
Homer Putnam Reeves, 1616 Oak Lane, 

Georgetown, TX 78626, April 14: "My 
health is improved and I continue to 
preach for the Granger, TX church on 
Sundays. I write a column for two area 
newspapers each week. Captioned Know 
The T1'ltfll, the articles are sponsored by 
the Granger and Bartlett, TX churches. 
James LeFan of Temple will conduct the 
Granger meeting, May 24-29." 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafen in the 
smaU carton and three of these cartons to 
tho large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered through Christian 
Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Now two plans to choose from 

Also Guaranteed Issue Life, 
Group Life Plans 
Retirement Plans 

For Information, contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 
Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 564 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817/947-5403 
Foreign Workers covered at samt: 

group rate 
Plans offered only to workers in 

Churches of Christ 
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NEWt Walk back into the ages and 
prove the Bible is true! 

oNLY$69.95 PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
complete Archaeology Confirms the Bible 

Your members can now see earth-shaking discoveries in 
archaeology that prove the truth of the Bible. The five film
strips and cassettes add new meaning to adult, high school, 
junior high classes. Complete teacher aids, Guidebook and 
Review Sheets. Each dramatic narration is 17 minutes long-
400 exciting color pictures in the set. Written by B.J . Humble, 
Ph.D, one of the leading scholars in the church on Biblical 
Archaeology. 

BIB ORDER TODAY! 

NEW! Helps make ev~ryone 
an effective personal worker! 

BAXTER PERSONAL 
WORK SERIES: Why and 
How To Be a New 
Testament Christian 
Three half-hour studies which contain everything ~ 
to help experienced or new personal workers lead ~ 
others to Christ. Written by Batsell Barrett Baxter, ~ 
preacher, educator, author and radio and television 
speaker, this new series is designed for conversions. 
Complete with 3 filmstrips and cassettes, personal 
Worker's Manual. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 61 Austin, Texas 78767 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ONLY$69.95 

complete 

ONLY$49.95 

complete 

NEW! Explore the Restoration Movement in America 
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and strengthen your faith! 

BACK TO THE BIBLE: How 
We Got There, How We'll 
Stay There Gain a fresh insight into the 

struggles of Jesus' followers. BACK TO THE BIBLE is a 
lesson in faith, a recommitment to New Testament Chris
tianity to inspire and strengthen every member of your 
congregation. A new series of 4 filmstrips and cassettes 
that belongs in every church library. Perfect for 4th grade 
through Adult classes, midweek services, visitation pro
grams. Written by B.J . Humble, one of the church's 
leading scholars of the Restoration movement. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610 Texas 78767 
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The Administration Building of Thorp Springs Christia n College . Though the 
college lived only a few years before it was taken into the instrume ntal 
camp and finally evolved into T.C.U. Thorp Spring Christia n Colle ge exer· 
cised a powerful influ ence for good a mong Texas churc hes. The administra· 
tion building still stands and is a part of a ca mp program conducted by the 
Christ ian Educa tion Foundation of Dallas. 

-.,J 
\J1 
0\ 
\J1 
1\) 

Ausiin, Texas, May 12, 1981 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Ill ega l Ali ens . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . . .. . . . .. . ... . . . . .. .... . . . . . . .. . . . . 2 
I Know I Am Right-Beam .... . . . . .. . . .. • . . .. ..... . ... .. .. . . . . . .. . . 3 
The Agony of Victory-Wells . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . ••. . . . . . .. . . .... . 4 
Th e Bi ble Says "Grow"- Davenport ... . .. . ..... . ....• . . . . .• • . . ... . . . 5 
People and Principles-Bales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Marriage : C hance or Choice (2 )- Moore . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. ... . 7 
Back To Basics- Tinsley ... . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . ...... . .. . .... .... .•. . . . 8 
Life's Detou rs-Kea rby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . .. ... . . . . 8 
Kee ping Our Child ren Saved-Goad . . .... . . ... . .. ... • . . . . . . . •. . . .. . 9 



Illegal Aliens 

We are constantly bombarded with newspaper ac
counts of illegal aliens entering the U.S. Texas with its 
long coastal and river lines, and F lorida with it~ long 
coastline are prime areas for t he entrance of Illegal 
aliens. National sources report that f r om 800,000 to one 
million per year ar e entering from Mexico alone. We 
agree with U.S. News and World Report that t he "in
vasion is out of control." 

The borders of the Kingdom of Heaven are just as 
obvious as the Texas coast line. There is nothing foggy 
or uncertain about whether one is in the Kingdom or 
is an alien. Aliens ar e those who have never obeyed the 
gospel of Christ, and whose citizenship, therefore, is still 
in the Kingdom of the Devil. 

If a citizen of the Devil's empire enters t he Kingdom 
of Heaven lawfully, he must comply with the terms of 
admission recorded in the Holy Spirit's record. When, 
and only when, he does that, he is entitled to all the 
rights and privileges accorded citizens of the kingdom. 
He may attend worship, he may sing and pray and par
take of the Lord's supper with the saints, and may 
consider himself one of them, but God keeps a perfect 
roster of his own. "The Lord knoweth t hem that are 
his." When he comes into the kingdom legitimately (ac
cording to the terms set out in the New Covenant) he is 
no longer "a stranger and a foreigner, but is a fellow
citizen with the saints and of the household of God." 

An illegal alien may fool the brethren, but he can't 
fool God. Those who do not enter by the door of the 
sheepfold, but climb up another way, are branded as 
thieves and robbers. If we feel that this is hard and 
harsh talk we can take it up with the Lord. He said it. 
An illegal alien may enjoy all t he rights and privileges 
of a citizen of this country until the immigration service 
catches up with him- but no longer. He is subject to de
portation immediately. And so it is with the Kingdom of 
Heaven. One may enjoy everything the saints enjoy in 
so far as fellowship, etc., is concerned, but when God 
sends his angels to separate the tares from the wheat 
the tares are promised that they will be burned with un
quenchable fire. There are no citizenship benefits avail
able to aliens. The only benefits they receive are those 
that come from association with saints. 

There is absolutely no hope extended to the alien by 
God's law. The law will never be changed. Amnesty will 
never be granted. None will ever be accepted simply be
cause they have attended church so many years with 
their mates. 
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None of us has salvation in sin. We have salvation 
f rom sin. God leaves no alien in doubt as to the final re
ward of his condition. The Kingdom of Heaven does not 
have a border that you can slip over under cover of dark
ness. Nor does it have one that can be accidentally 
stepped over somewhere along the line. The terms of 
entrance into the Kingdom are unmistakably clear. Be
ginning with faith in Jesus Christ as the son of God, the 
alien must turn away f rom his rebellion against God 
through genuine repentance, and turn to obedience in 
baptism. When this obedience begins, in baptism, ind~
cating that the old man with his ways has been cruci
fied with Christ, then, and only then, does God accept 
him into the kingdom. 

We offer no apology whatever for teaching people 
that they must be baptized for the remission of their 
sins. We know that there is no power in water to wash 
away sins; the power is in the blood of Christ. Our quar
rel is with the error that one-can become a citizen of the 
Kingdom of Heaven without becoming an obedient ser
vant of the King. The Bible does not teach it. 

It is a doctrine of the Devil that teaches that aliens 
can slip into the kingdom without becoming obedient to 
the laws of the kingdom. No nation on earth would be so 
foolish as to allow such a practice. A religion that 
t eaches that aliens can become citizens before they have 
committed themselves through obedience to the legiti
mate terms of naturalization imposed by the King of the 
Kingdom of Heaven cannot be the religion of the New 
Testament . 

We believe the Bible teaches that the most profound 
condemnation of eternal judgement will be pronounced 
upon teachers who believe otherwise and "teach others 
to do so." This is perhaps why James urges, "Beloved, 
be not many teachers, seeing that they shall receive the 
greater condemnation ." 

The Kingdom of Heaven is much more a "land of op
portunity" than this continent is . We can understand 
why thinking people would greatly desire citizenship 
there. It is to such that heaven extends the invitation : 
"Give me your t ired, your poor, your huddled masses, 
yearning to be free." It isn't a statue-wrought in iron 
and concrete that greets the pilgrim at the doorway of 
the Kingdom of Heaven; it is the King himself. A living, 
powerful, saving King, who says "come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heaven laden and I will give you rest." 
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JOE BEAM 

"0, dear reader, you will either bow your knee to Jesus Christ 
and be saved or you will bow your knee to Rockefeller and be 
damned! ... As this message goes to press this treaty is now in 
the making in Washington. However, Jimmy Carter will never 
confirm the covenant/ Nelson Rockefeller will/ ... The Israeli 
flreaty will be confirmed on December 9, 1978 ••. December 9, 
1978 is God's deadline for you to be saved. It's not my deadline 
but God's. It isn't true because I said it. It's true because God 
said it. Nor is it untrue because you don't believe it. It is still 
true if you don't believe it. It is still true because God said it . ... 
We pray to see you in Heaven December 9, 1978." 

These statements intrigued me. The little newsletter they ap
peared in was being passed about the city. The author was a local 
"pastor" of a small church. 

I called him. 
He had been expecting me to get to him. On our live call-in 

Bible discussion radio program we usually had someone to call 
about any controversial or unusual belief held by those in the 
Evansville, Indiana area. While that wasn't the thrust of the pro
gram nor the majority of its discussion, it did occur. 

He stated unequivocally that he was pushing the belief that 
the rapture would be December 3, 1978. In reply to my question 
about how he came to that conclusion, he pointedly told me that 
anyone who could read scripture and do simple mathematics 
would deduce the same date. 

He also told me that I would still be around on December 4 
because only Christians would leave in the rapture. False teach
ers like me would be left to hoodwink the rest of the world into 
further delusion. 

Could he possibly be wrong about the date of this supposed 
rapture or his conviction that Nelson Rockefeller was the anti
christ? 

"Impossible," he said. "There's no way I can be wrong. I 
know I'm right." 

His twenty-five page booklet "When Will Jesus Come?" indi
cated a tremendous amount of time in Bible study and medita
tion. In it he said "I once believed and preached that Jesus 
could come any moment. It took the Holy Spirit and the written 
word rightly divided to change my mind. Nor did I change my 
mind overnight." 

Sincere? I believe he was. 
Zealous about his belief? No doubt about that. 
But he had two major problems. The first is obvious. He was 

wrong in his conclusions. The second problem was even worse. 
He had so convinced himself he was right (he had scripture to 
prove it!) that he couldn't open and honestly listen to those 
who disagreed. He had predetermined that those who didn't 
agree with him were false teachers and (at least in my case) 
would not even be allowed into heaven. 

For a couple of years when I thought of him it was mostly with 

pity. Not only did the "rapture" not come on December 3, 1978 
but Nelson Rockefeller has since died, depriving him of his 
supposed antichrist. 

Lately I've thought about him more in terms of an object 
lesson as someone to be pitied. His words "There's no way I can 
be wrong" have haunted me. He had studied himself into a con
viction so obsessively held that he refused to honestly examine 
the arguments against it. His mind was made up and any who 
disagreed were now, in his view, in disagreement with God him
self. 

"It's true because God said it" became his battle cry. He had 
convinced himself that his interpretation of scripture was God's 
infallible message through that scripture. No wonder all who 
held any other view were "false teachers." Because only a hand-. 
ful held his view, his fellowship became extremely limited and 
narrow. That resulted in his having even less opportunity to see 
the error in his reasoning. His frustration in not being able to 
make the religious world around him understand the "truth" 
made him almost fanatical in dealing with them. As a result they 
wrote him off without even really listening to see if he were 
correct or not. This vortex into which he had been pulled was 
spinning him so rapidly that even simple Ch1istian courtesies 
were beyond him. His conversation sounded arrogant and mean. 
He seemed to almost enjoy pronouncing me lost because of my 
"false teaching.'' 

Why do I consider him an object lesson? The answer by now 
is pretty obvious. If a sincere, zealous man can so misunder
stand the word of God as did he, then there is a possibility I can 
do the same thing. He could never see his error because his mind 
was closed. The same would be true of any of us. Now every time 
that I'm inclined to reject another man's view or argument be
cause I've already made up my mind, I remember this poor, ar
rogant man. I know that having a conviction and sharing it with 
others is not necessarily antithetical to open mindedness. I don't 
want to vacillate with every wind that blows. That's spiritual 
immaturity (Eph. 4:14). Neither do I want to be ever learning 
and never coming to a knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 3:7). But 
neither do I want to be more loyal to what I already believe 
than I am to truth (2 Thess. 2:10-12). What I want to believe or 
am comfortable in believing is no substitute for loving and de
siring what truth actually is. To really love truth means an open 
mind to it and to the possibility of my having misunderstood it. 
Exclusively and fanaticism will hardly serve me well in that 
effort. 

At least this gentleman had to face his error on December 
3, 1978 and reconsider. Let us all have such an open mind to 
truth that we don't have to wait till the very end to be proved 
wrong. 

Box 1205, Montgomery, Ala. 36111 
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The Agony of Victory 
DALE R. WELLS 

Anyone familiar with the sports programming which floods 
television. every weekend will certainly recognize the colorful 
way one network desclibes the contests as "the human drama of 
athletic competition-the thrill of victory and the agony of de
feat." That word "agony" is an interesting one. 

The Greeks were fond of games. Athletic competition was a 
way of life to them. Then, as now, some words belonged pe
culiarly to the arena. This was the case with a word family con
sisting of two nouns ("agon" and "agijnia") and one verb 
("agonizomai") from which our word "agony" comes. The nouns 
described the stadium and the contests within them; the verb 
denoted participation in the games as a contestant. The words 
were not words of defeatists, but of contestants bent on victory. 

These words and their compounds occur seventeen times in the 
New Testament and at virtually every place, they describe the 
great contest we know as the Christian life. The Hebrew writer 
thus describes our life as a "race (agon) marked out for us" 
(Heb. 12 :1). 

The Christian life is a contest. It sets before us a goal which 
we can only attain by giving ourselves completely to the struggle. 
This is what Jesus meant when he said, "Make every effort 
(agonizomai) to enter through the narrow door, because many, 
I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to" (Luke 13:24). 
There is no place for indolence. Rather, the Christian life is one 
of constant, passionate struggle. So Paul wrote, "To this end I 
labor, struggling (agonizomai) with all the energy he so power
fully works in me. I want you to know how strenuously I am 
exerting myself (agon) for you ... (Col. 1:29-2 :1). 

Yes, the Christian life is a competition which demands our 
best. As Paul observed, "Everyone who competes in the games 
(agonizomai) goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown 
of laurel that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will 
last forever" (1 Cor. 9:25). Every champion knows what it is 
like to be in training. A strict regimen must be followed to get 
body and mind into peak condition for competition. For months 
in training an athlete will exercise enormous self-disciplne. Every 
day he exercises to the point of exhaustion. He carefully con
trols what he eats, what he drinks and what he .does, even sacri
ficing some good and enjoyable things for a better result. If he 
is not willing to forego comfort and pleasure, he is not fit for 
the arena. Then when the day of the contest arrives, he puts 
mind and body to work for one purpose. He wants to win. 
He risks fatigue, exhaustion and even injury to win. 

What is the nature of our contest? It is a "struggle" (an
tagonizomai) against sin" (Heb. 12 :4). For this reason Jude 
urged his readers to "contend (epagonizomai) for the faith" 
(Jude 3). 

Equally, it is a struggle for souls. So Paul wrote of Epaphras, 
"He is always wrestling (agonizomai) in prayer for you" (Col. 
4:12). And he described his own ·reason for "struggling 
(againzomai)" and "strenuously . . . exerting (agon) himself 
(Col. 1:29-2:1) with these words: "so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ" (Col. 1 :28). For that reason he 
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said in I Thessalonians 2:2 "with the help of God we dared to tell 
you his gospel in spite of strong opposition (agan) ." "This is a 
trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance, and for this 
we labor and strive (agonizomai), that we have put our hope in 
the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially 
of those who believe" (I Tim. 4:9, 10). 

Up until the very edd Paul was a competitor. As he neared 
life's end he assured his friend that, "I have fought (agonizomai) 
the good fight (ag()n) •.• " (2 Tim. 4:7). And he encouraged 
Timothy to do the same when he wrote, "Fight (aganizomail) the 
good fight (agon) of the faith" (I Tim. 6:12). 

I once read of a marathon runner named Tom Courtney. Regu
larly, competitors in the twenty-six mile race hit what is called 
a "wall of pain" near the end of the course. His came after 
twenty-five miles. It would have been easier for him to quit 
than to go on and finish the race, but he endured the excruciat
ing pain until he could take it no more. He fell. He rose to his 
feet and lunged forward a few steps, then fell again. As he 
stumbled to his feet again, the agony was apparent on his face, 
but he kept going, falling and getting up until he crossed the 
finish line and won the race. 

The spectators were moved by his endurance and courage, 
and so much more because they saw as he fell and rose and 
staggered that he seemed to be saying something to himself to 
make his feet move. When asked later what it was he kept saying, 
he told them he kept repeating to himself, "I want to win! I 
want to win!" 

The Christian life is the most important of all contests. It is a 
race, a fight, a struggle. You and I can live it victoriously only 
when we give our all to attain the victory. But when we've won, 
it is not our victory, but God's. It is not enough for me to strug
gle, I must be "struggling (agonizomai) with all the energy he 
so powerfully works in me" (Co1.1:29). 

The key to victorious Christian living is not ease but struggle. 
Do you really want to win? 

309 West Bedford, Dimmitt, Texas 79027 
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We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 

small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 

carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 

should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 

carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postagP. and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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The Bible Says "~Grow" 
D. DEWAYNE DAVENPORT 

Growth is natural. Non-growth is un-natural. If our babies do 
not grow, we take them to the doctor. If our flowers don't grow, 
we go to the store and get better "plant grow" mixture. If our 
congregations don't grow where do we take them to get them 
"doctored?"-to the Bible which is the Word of the Great 
Physician. 

The Great Commission is given in different forms in at least 
six passages of the New Testament. The first is John 17: 18. It 
is made clear here that God sent Jesus to carry out his "un
swerving purpose." It is also made clear that Jesus would use 
his disciples to carry out God's "unswerving purpose." Five 
times in John 17, Jesus prayed that 'the world might believe." 

Jesus stated this purpose of God in his final earthly appear
ance (Acts 1:8). The disciples expected him to set up his kingdom 
on earth, but Jesus startled them by saying, "be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.' 

The third verse is Galatians 1: 16. Here Paul was commanded 
to proclaim him among the gentiles." The young Jew, Saul, was 
a fanatic and, among other things, he enjoyed persecuting Chris
tians. As with most arresting officers, I am sure that Saul inter
rogated those in custody. Saul asked, "Why do you do these 
things?" They simply answered, "Because the risen Jesus told 
us to tell everybody." Then came the drama on the Damascus 
·Road and Saul made a complete about face and became Paul, the 
fanatical missionary to the Gentiles. 

The clearest example of the Great Commission is found in 
Matthew 28:19, 20. The command was to "make disciples" of the 
ta ethne (castes, tribes, peoples, ethnic units, etc.). Every major 
and minor segment of society must have the opportunity to 
become disciples. 

Example number five of the Commission is related by Paul in 
Romans 1:1-6, especially verse five; "for obedience to the faith 
among all nations" (i.e. ta ethne). Paul was personally given the 
Great Commission by Jesus himself. 

Romans 16:25-27 provides the sixth version of the Great 
Commission. Paul tells us in verse 26 that it is a command of God 
that the "revelation of the mystery" be preached to "all nations" 
in order that the nations (ta ethne) have the opportunity to obey 
the Gospel. 

Jesus gave the Great Commission and the early church carried 
out his orders. At first, they understood the "ends of the earth" 
to be from Dan to Beersheba and they covered this area with the 
Gospel. They started with the Jews who lived, worked and wor
shipped in Palestine. 

Then God touched the heart of a table waiter in the Jerusalem 
church to preach in Samaria. Read Acts 8 :5-17 for this story. 
Get the picture! Here is a Jew, with a Gentile name, going to 
the Samaritans who were a mixture of Jew and Gentile. They 

hated them even more than the "gentile dogs." Philip must have 
remembered that Jesus had said "to Jerusalem, Judea and Sa
maria." The results-multitudes believed and were baptized. 

The early church realized that the ta ethne included folks of 
other social classes, not just the common or low strata of so
ciety from which most of them came. There was in Palestine a 
tribe of upper-crust type folks who were priests and religious 
leaders-the Levites. When the common type Christians tried to 
tell them about Jesus, they must have laughed in their faces! 
Acts 6:7 tells us that the word was preached and the disciples 
multiplied, then certain segments of the Levite tribe sat up and 
took notice. They liked what they saw and many of the first 
century denominational preachers obeyed the truth. This event 
marked a social break-through for Christianity. 

Soon some of the Jerusalem Jewish Christians got the idea 
that if Palestine Jews would become Christians, why not preach 
to those Jews living a1·ound the Mediterranean Sea. So they did 
and the results were overwhelming (Acts 21:20). Many thou
sands of the diasp()1'a accepted Jesus of Nazareth as their 
Messiah. 

Rapid church growth rides on "people-movements" and 
Churches of Christ are no exception. Such a movement came 
about as the result of the "God-fearers" who were Gentiles, but 
worshipped in the Jewish synagogues. When Paul visited the 
synagogues and preached, these people were his main target. He 
drew thousands of them out of Judaism into Christianity. He 
established "house churches" made up of Gentiles all over the 
Gentile world. 

It seems that the early church knew only of rapid church 
growth. When growth did not come, Jesus said he would "spew 
them out" (Rev. 3:16). God wanted the church to grow so much 
that he sent his Son to build his church. Jesus wanted the church 
to grow so much that he died for it. The Holy Spirit wants the 
church to grow so much that he lives within it. The early Chris
tians wanted the church to grow so much that they were willing 
to die for it. 

If God wants his church to grow and we oppose growth, then 
we are opposing God, not some preacher, elder or deacon. The 
Bible says, "grow," and to fail here is to ignore the Bible. Two 
questions: "What are you doing to help your home congregation 
grow?"; "What are you doing to help the church around the 
world grow?' 

0. J. Smith expressed it this way: 

"Go forth, go forth, and win the lost, 
Evangelize whate'er the cost; 
The Gospel preach in ev'ry land, 
Go forth, it is the Lord's command." 

P.O. Box 314, Williamstown, WV 26187 
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People and Principles 
JAMES D. BALES 

Which comes first : people or principles? Is it true humani
tarianism to put people above principles? I s one cold-hearted if 
he stresses the importance of principles? Those who emphasize 
people and neglect or are otherwise indiffe rent to priniciples end 
up being anti-people. 

People Not Principles 
All power to the people usually means that in one way or 

another we a r e supposed to serve people regardless of what prin
ciples are trampled underfoot. What happens when principles are 
neglected? 

First, since the people cannot all spea k and act as one, those 
who speak of all power to t he people mean that all power should 
be delivered to them, the elite, who know what is good for the 
people. They claim the right to do things for the people which 
also means they have the right and power to do anything to the 
people which they have decided is for the good of t he people. They 
want all power over the people. 

Second, it leads t o a neglect of moral and spiritual values. 
Anything the people want is right because people and their de
sires are supreme. The voice of the people is the voice of God, 
and what is right or wrong is determined by what the crowd 
wants. In practice, this means t hat whatever those who are in 
power want is right for the people. If, from their viewpoint , 
something is for the good of the people any principles which get 
in the way must be trampled down. 

Third, since they neglect principles they sooner or later are 
ignorant of whom a human being is. Having divorced themselves 
from principles, they cease to view human beings as being of 
inherent value. Unless we have convictions as to the nature of 
man being more than material we sha ll not know how to treat 
people properly. People begin to be hurt more and more when 
principles are ignored. On February 8, 1981, Chief Justice Wa r
ren E. Burger said: "Possibly some of our problems of behavior 
s tems from the fact that we have virtua lly eliminated f rom pub
lic schools a nd higher education an effort to teach values of in
tegrity, truth, per sonal accountabi lity and respect for others' 
rights." This was recently commented on by a distinguished world 
statesman, Dr. Charles Malik, former president of the U.N. Gen
eral Assembly. Speaking to a conference on education, he said : 
" 'I search in vain for a ny reference t o the fact that character , 
personal integrity, spiritual depth, the highest moral standards, 
the wonderful living va lues of the great tradition, have anything 
to do with the business of the university or with the world of 
learning.' 

" P erhaps what Dr. Malik said is not irrelevant to what g ives 
most Americans such deep concern in terms of behavior in Ameri
ca today.'' He then went on speak of crime. One recommendation 
was: " Encourage religious gr oups to g ive counsel on ethical 
behavior and occupational a djustment during and after confine
ment" (Cong1·egational R eco1·d, F eb. 23, 1981, pp. H 563, 565). 

Fourth, the priniciple, for it is a principle of a type, which 
puts people first and does not consider principles, ends up with 
"people" being an abstract ion, and in t he name of their p rinciple 
(people as defined and "represented" by the dictators) they cru
cify people. Maxim Gofky was a Russian wTiter who went into 
exile in 1922, but fina lly went back and espoused communism 
wholeheartedly. Gladkov told him : "You talk a lot about man, 
about your love of man . . . I suspect, however , that you .do not 
love man, t hat you despise them and sneer at them." Victor S. 
Frank maintained tha t : "Gorky was ho11est enough as an artist 
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to see that man, taken in isolation from anything transcending 
him is something contemptible. So Gorky's 'humanism' which 
did not grow out of wor ship of t he god-like nature of ma n (as it 
did with the Renaissance humanis ts), but was a mechanical out
come of a revolt against God, was bound to turn into its opposite, 
into a Nietzschean contempt for man in his present state" 
("Maxim Gorky's Correspondence," S urvey, Oct., 1964, pp. 
165-170. 

Principles Not People 

There are some who view principles apart f rom people and 
people become things which are moved about in a mechanical 
way by pr inciples. Those who view principles apart from people 
usua lly select a few principles and put man to death with these 
principles. The Sabbath was ma de for man, but t o them man 
was made for the Sabbath. Of course, the Sabbath was not a 
basic moral and spiri t ual principle as were such comman.ds as to 
worship God. As importa nt as a day of rest was {o1· man, it is 
still true that God made some exceptions. The priest could pro
fane the Sabbath day and be guiltless, but they were not guilt
less if they profaned the name of God. The Sabbath was for 
man's good and ma n was not made for the Sabbath. Those who 
place principles above people, so that principles are applied 
without any regard for people, usually t ithe mint, anise, and 
cummin and leave undone the weightier matters of the law
justice, mercy, and peace (Matt. 23 :23). 

People and Principles 

We must not forget that the two gr eat principles relate to per
sons. God is to be loved with our whole being, and we are to love 
our neighbors as ourselves (Mat t. 22:37-39) . This shows that we 
are also to love ourselves for we, too, are made in God's image and 
are the object of God's love (John 3 :16). Our love for God means 
that we are devoted to him, a nd seek to do his wi ll. We t ry to see 
ourselves and others in the light of God and his will and man's 
relationship to God. We r ealize we and others are of value be
cause God created us in his image, a nd that he loves mankind 
and seeks man's eterna l good. He shows that the principles of 
compassion and grace must be evident in our dealings wi th 
others, and that when we leave these out , we are nothing (1 Cor. 
13). We have talked about principles, in such a case, and left out 
the two basic underlying principles. 

Love leads us to seek the good of others, a nd to avoid the evil, 
and the will of God shows us what the good is and what the 
evil is. People cannot develop as they ought if they ignore God's 
mora l and spiritual principles and live in r ebellion to, and in
differ ent to, God. 

We are not to view people apart f rom principles nor prin
ci}Jles apart from people for pr inciples show how we ought to 
relate to and to treat people. As people of principles, we r ealize 
the principles of moral and spiritua l life are rooted in t he nature 
of the Person, God, and that they ar e essential to t he well-being 
of people. Since people s in and fall short of the g lory of God 
they are in dire need of the principles of compassion and grace. 
They are also in dire need of walking in the light for only in so 
doing will they be able to cultivate those principles which make 
people into what they ought to be and what t hey mus t be for 
their own good as well as t he good of others and the g lory l)f 
God. At the heart of Christianity is t he Person Jesus Christ, 
the revelation of God to man (John 14 :8-9) , but we do 110t love 

and respect this Person by ignoring his principles. 
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Marriage: Chance or Choice? (2) 
(Read the first installment in last week's 

Firm Foundation.) 
Almost ninety years ago it was sug

gested in a German periodical (P. Jensen, 
Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie (1892), p. 
174) that the Hebrew word "saris," nor
mally translated into English as "eunuch, 
chamberlain, or palace official," was 
probably originally an ancient Assyrian 
term, "sa resi'' (he who is the head, the 
chief), which had been borrowed by the 
Hebrews and incorporated into their own 
tongue as "saris." This view brought a new 
dimension to the term because previously 
this term had been linked exclusively with 
the meaning which it shared with at least 
three Semitic languages which are akin 
to Hebrew-Aramaic, Syriac, and Arabic 
-namely, "to emasculate, to castrate." 
The newer defintion was proposed par
tially because it was difficult for scholars 
to reconcile the Mosaic law which forbade 
the presence of emasculated males in the 
tabernacle (Dt. 23.1) and those passages 
which spoke plainly about "eunuchs" in 
the courts of David and Jeconiah (1 Chron. 
28.1; Jer. 29.2). Like so many other Bibli
cal terms, "saris" is an elastic word and 
the context in which it is found usually 
provides the key to its meaning. 

The Persians, however, had no Mosaic
type code with regard to eunuchs. In Xeno
phon's (a 4th century B.C.E. Greek his
torian) account of Cyrus' conquering wars 
over the Lydians of what later came to be 
called Asia Minor, Cyrus faced a prob
lem concerning his personal safety. He 
needed a "secret-service" type of body
guard to protect himself from assassins. 
He could not trust men who had wives or 
children, because, even if they tried to 
be loyal to him, their deep, natural affec
tion for their families could be used 
against them, blackmailing them to do the 
wishes of those hostile to their master. So 
he chose eunuchs for his personal body
guard because ( 1) they had no families, 
and could therefore devote their lives en
tirely to their lord, and (2) they were ob
jects of contempt to others, and therefore 
needed protection from the society at 
large. Cyrus had a need. The eunuch had 
a need. (Xenophon, Cyropaedia 7, 5, 58-
61.) 

Potiphar the Egyptian is called a "saris" 
(Gn. 39.1), but which nuance of this elastic 
word did the writer have in mind-palace 
official or castrated male? What about 
Daniel or his three captured countrymen. 
The text of Daniel is not explicit, yet the 
regimen of study, diet, and name-changing 
was common in the education of eunuchs, 
and was indeed conducted by the "chief 
eunuch" (Dn. 1.1-7). We must wrestle with 
these questions before we can honestly ask 
what Jesus meant when he talked about 
eunuchs. 

The word Matthew records as having 
been uttered by Jesus is the Greek term 
"eunouchos," from which we get the Eng
lish word "eunuch." Actually, "eunouchos" 
is a compound word from two Greek 
terms: "eune," the word for "bed," and 
"echein," the verb which means "to have, 
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or to have charge of." The eunuch was the 
one who had charge over his master's 
bed, a function described by the somewhat 
archaic English term "chamberlain." Un
like that meaning of "saris" which was 
common among speakers of the Aramaic 
Syriac, and Arabic languages "eunouchos': 
carried no hint of literal 'emasculation 
from its pure Greek roots, since the very 
thought was abhorrent to. the Greek mind. 

The rabbis regarded marriage as a 
sacred duty of every Israelite male in order 
to raise up children and thus fulfill the 
basic commandment of God to be fruitful 
and multiply. One of the more negative 
warnings in the Talmud states: 

One who does not marry is like a person 
who sheds blood (bJeb., 63b). 

They did, however, distinguish between 
two kinds of eunuchs: those emasculated 
by men, called "saris adam " and those 
who were impotent from birth "saris 
hamah" (Yeb. 8, 4-6). Jesus, yo~ recall, 
made these two distinctions in Mt. 19.12. 
But then he adds a third kind of "eu
nouchos"-the voluntary celibate. Was this 
kind of celibacy an original thought on 
his part? 

Probably not. The Essenes were al
re~dy engaged i!l the practice of voluntary 
celibacy, accordmg to Josephus and Pliny 
two ancient historians who observed thei~ 
a~tivities at their headquarters in a little 
VIllage about twenty miles from Jerusalem 
on the Dead Sea known as Qumrun. Listen 
to what Josephus had to say about this 
unusually devout Jewish sect: 

Marriage they disdain, but they adopt 
other men's children, while yet pliable 
and docile, and regard them as their 
own kin and mould them in accordance 
with their own principles (Josephus, 
Wars 2, 120). 

And Pliny had this remarkable comment 
to make: 

The Essenes (are) remarkable beyond 
all other tribes in the whole world, as 
it has no women and has renounced all 
sexual desire, has no money, and has 
only palm trees for company (Historia 
N aturalis 5, 15, 73). 

It was this religious settlement which 
bequeathed to us the now-famous Dead 
Sea Scrolls-an intimate look at their 
laws, customs, and morals, from which 
many parallels can be drawn to those of 
the New Testament documents. One of 
those scrolls specifically states, in support 
of the observations made by Josephus and 
Pliny: 

Thou has made me a father to the chil
dren of grace and a foster-father to men 
of wonder (IQH 7.20-20). 
Let's try to tie this all together now. 

What did Jesus mean in Mt. 19? Is he 
merely continuing a celibate tradition 
begun at Qumran, based on the Essenes' 
demands for cultic purity, community life, 
and preparation for holy war? Is he 
encouraging a celibate life similar to that 

offered in the Greek mystery cults, where
in some of the priests castrated them
selves in desperate attempts to be one with 
God? Was he deliberately challenging the 
rabbinic hard-line which held marriage so 
high that even those eunuchs who were 
that way from birth were unacceptable? 
Or was he merely taking a basically de
rogatory term, "eunouchos," and investing 
it with new meaning, like the believers 
at Antioch did with the word "Christian?" 

Or contextually, was he speaking about 
celibacy for the never-married or only for 
the once-married, but now divorced, as 
several recent scholars suggest? And what 
is "this saying" in verse 11? Does it refer 
( 1) to his earlier pronouncement on mar
riage and divorce? (2) to the disciples' 
astonished response? (3) or to the pro
nouncement immediately following con
cerning celibacy? Let's take these one at 
a time. 

If "this saying" refers to the material 
in verses 1-9, then Jesus appears to be 
giving those Christians who have since 
been divorced from their spouses and feel 
unworthy of the Kingdom (or a place in it 
at all) the opportunity to serve in the 
midst of their brokenness and pain, the 
"unmarried" option Paul extends in 1 
Cor. 7.11. 

If "this saying" refers to the disciples' 
statement, then it would appear that 
Jesus is responding to their suggestion 
that celibacy is preferable, since Christian 
marriage is to be so morally strict, liken
ing it to what he has perhaps witnessed 
himself at Qumrun or gathered from dis
cussions with Essene Jews. 

Or, if "this saying" refers to the pro
nouncement on celibacy immediately fol
lowing, then Jesus appears to state the 
philosophical rationale for his own sexual 
status while remaining completely true to 
his role as the Son of Man. He would ap
pear to be making a very carefully worded 
appeal to his disciples to stop and think 
about the sanctity of marriage; the proper 
place and function of sexual relationships 
in a civilized society, governed by the 
Spirit instead of the flesh. He would ap
pear to be counseling young male and 
female .disciples to make sure that their 
sexual activities in this world are prayer
fully decided, by encouraging them to 
make conscious choices about it, to be 
careful about trying to exploit one another 
with excuses like, "I couldn't help myself," 
or "I didn't mean it." By presenting the 
option of celibacy as a real, acceptable, 
honorable option Jesus takes away the 
pressure on young people that we used 
to call "senioritis" where I went to col
lege, and instead gently guides them to the 
bottom line: 

Christian marriage cannot be based on 
chance. It is God's will that you and I 
choose our sexual status as free moral 
agents. You can choose to marry. You 
can choose not to marry. Don't let any
one make this choice for you, including 

..._your own passions. Both are acceptable 
in the Father's sight. Both have a pro
ductive place in his kingdom. 
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Back to Basics! 
The outlook in America is cheerful. It 

looks like we have bottomed out in our 
quest of satisfaction through material 
"things." There is evidence of this on 
every hand. Our recent election of a new 
president shows a desire for conservative 
government; the worry in all quarters 
about such things as crime, child abuse, the 
environment, the breakdown of the home, 
the lack of integrity in places of govern
ment, etc. etc. The people in mainstream 
America are hungering for something 
more lasting, more satisfying, more re
warding than physical pleasure now. 

How far the pendulum swings, how well 
the recovery succeeds, depends, in great 
measure, on how well the church of our 
Lord performs its obligations. It would be 
an understatement to say that the role of 
the Lord's church is vitally important in 
correction of the ills of America. We 
have the one and only key to success! But 
there are some very important prepara
tions we must make before we can expect 
very much from our efforts ..•.. 

We must first shoulder our share of 
the responsibility for the mess we are in. 
Listen to God as he spoke through Ezekiel 
36:20, "And when they entered unto the 
heathen whither they went, they profaned 
my holy name, when they said unto them, 
These are the people of the Lord, and are 
gone out of his land." God's name has been 
profaned in America when people said, 
"these are the people of the Lord." 

We must repent! It truly is later than 
we think, but it is not too late. Thank God 
for this! The prophet went on to say, 
Ezek. 36:23, "And I will sanctify my great 
name, which was profaned among the 
heathen, which you have profaned in the 
midst of them; and the heathen shall know 
that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, 
when I shall be sanctified in you before 
their eyes." 

We must become converted! Brethren, 
we might as well face up to it, THIS is the 
tough one! Our whole concept of Chris
tianity must be changed. Professor War
ren Smith, a Quaker, wrote recently in 
"Friends Journal" the following: 

"Anyone today who preached the abso
lute principles that Jesus preached would 
still be regarded as a radical, and quite 
possibly a dangerous one. We would, how
ever, not crucify him. We would manage 
to tolerate him, and after he or she has 
passed by we would take the message and 
tame it-precisely as we have tamed the 
message of Jesus. We would make it say 
what we wanted it to say. We would 
change the emphasis, argue about the 
precise meaning of the word or phrase, 
and somehow discover a message that did 
not interfere with our way of of life. In 
other words, we would indulge in theolo
gy." This man has a very keen insight 
into what the problem really is. 

Our legalistic ecclesiastical watch dogs 
who are in the "mote removal' business, 
who hand down indictments of "heretic" 
to all who disagree with their interpreta
tions, need to take time out to spend 
some time at the Master's feet. "Take my 
yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find 
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rest unto your souls." The word Christian 
still means follower, or Imitator, of 
Christ! 

The Role of Leadership 
We who have the responsibility of over

sight in our congregations must do some 
soul searching. We must first come to 
grips with the shepherd/sheep relation
ship. Ours is to feed, lead, and tenderly 
care for our charges. We must adopt a 
policy of prayer, planning, persistence, and 
patience. Neither the church nor America 
got in the condition they are in overnight. 
We have no right to expect an immediate 
or easy cure. We must beware of over 
zealous movements which offer short cuts 
to the cure. The use of force, political, eco
nomic or physical, is contrary to the 
teachings of Jesus. We have one weapon, 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God. Those who wield this weapon must 

Life's Detours 
Someone has said that the shortest route 

between two points is usually under con
struction. As we make goals and painfully 
strive after their realization, it is quickly 
made known to us the truth of this 
proverb. As cynical as it may seem, life's 
detours do exist. They often prove to be a 
blockade to our desired goals. Needless to 
say, no one likes them for they prove to 
be both frustrating and disappointing. 

In Exodus 13:17, 18 an interesting pas
sage is found. "When Pharaoh let the peo
ple go, God did not lead them by way of 
the land of the Philistines, although that 
was near; for God said, "Lest the people 
repent when they see war, and return to 
Egypt." But God led the people round by 
the way of the wilderness toward the Red 
Sea." Here is a very dramatic situation. 
Moses and his people were finally re
leased from Egyptian bondage by the 
power of God. If at any time they might 
have courage and faith coupled with high 
hope, it would be now. Surely they felt 
protected under the guidance of God. Feel
ings must have run deep and strong. Con
fidence must have burned in every heart 
and lightened every eye. After all, was it 
not Jehovah who had broken Pharaoh's 
strong will and was he not guiding them 
now? Was it not this God who had prom
ised his people the land of Caanan as an 
inheritance? 

The shortest route to the Promised land 
would have been through the northern Nile 
Delta, along the coast into the land of the 
Philistines. This would mean a short and 
rapid march and a brief but fierce battle 
with the Philistines at Gaza. God's ways 
and man's ways often conflict, however, 
and Jehovah led his people "round by the 
way of the wilderness toward the Red 
Sea." Why this strange detour through 
the desert? It was certainly not the wish 
of Moses and his people to be released 
from Egyptian bondage only to wander in 
the wilderness. Why was God doing this? 

Some of life's greatest blessings come 
from the detours God leads us through. 

be true followers of Jesus the Christ be
fore we have any right to expect victory. 
The "image" of the church, is vitally im
portant. 

Therefore, we and our charges must 
spend much prayerful time at the feet of 
the Master Teacher. We must take his 
yoke upon us and learn what it means to 
follow him. We must trim the wicks, re
plenish the oil, and then set the lamps out 
on the hilltops. 

Back to basics! Let's start all over and 
try to get it right this time! Today is the 
day of salvation. While it is yet today, 
let's start now •.. where we are . . . with 
what we have. 

Our battle cry here at home is "FOL
LOW THE SON IN '81" Whether small 
churches like us, or large churches; 
whether city churches or country churches, 
we invite you to join us as we attempt to 
attach more importance to the "weightier 
matters." 
Rural Route, Concan, Tx. 78838 

PAUL D. KEARBY 

We can see two reasons why the near way 
was not the best way. 

First, the Israelites were just recently 
released from slavery and they would not 
have been able to Withstand a fierce battle 
with the organized armies of the Philis
tines. In this way God was protecting his 
people from their own weaknesses. The 
short way would have been the way of 
disaster for God knew that when the peo
ple saw war they would turn and flee 
back to Egypt. 

How many times have we set goals for 
ourselves that were unrealistic and overly 
demanding? We set our sights high know
ing that our ambitions are not to be had 
merely for the asking. We have our 
dreams of happiness, financial security, 
prominence and prestige and we also have 
the route determined that will help us 
realize these dreams in the shortest time 
possible. 

Circumstances in our business, pro
fessional careers, or in our home life turn 
us from that straight course and we are 
often taken "round by the way of the 
wilderness." It is easy for us to throw up 
our hands in despair and give up. Here, 
though, is where our Christian commit
ment must see us through. By faith we 
understand that God's detours are never 
meant to discourage but to protect. God 
is interested in our welfare and perhaps 
the goals we set would be injurious to us 
in the future. 

Another interesting point that is 
brought out in the text is that God was 
leading his people. Under the leadership 
of God we can expect, not necessarily the 
most pleasant of circumstances, but cer
tainly the best. Paul expressed this fact 
in Romans 8:28, "We know that in every
thing God works for good with those who 
love him and are called according to his 
purposes." Even though detours may be 
frustrating, disappointing, and un
pleasant, they are meant for our good. 
And the one who is led by God can rest 
assured that he will not be led into a 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

This article is written by Bro. Steven 
Clark Goad, of Flint, Michigan. In it he 
deals with the matter of teaching chil
dren-or keeping children saved. Bro. 
Goad gives us some ways to keep chil
dren faithful to the Lord and to his 
church. We thank Bro. Goad for his pro
voking words.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. 
P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

Keeping Our Children Saved 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

We are losing our children to the world. 
No thoughtful mind can deny this. Ron 
Brotherton has said that in a recent poll 
among active churches with youth pro
grams, one of two children are lost to the 
world. This is a frightening statistic. In 
less active congregations 70 to 90% are 
lost. This is simply incredible in what we 
claim to be the body of Jesus Christ in the 
20th century. Thus, we first look at the 
reasons why we aren't keeping our chil
dren faithful to the Lord. 

First, we aren't teaching them while we 
have them! Under th~ old law parents 
were instructed to teach their children in 
the morning and the evening; when travel
ing and when at home (Deut. 6:6, 
7). Can we do Jio less in the Lord's church 
of today? When our children are grown 
and on their own, it is simply too late 
(Eph. 6:4b). And it becomes more and 
more difficult for any of us parents to ab
solve ourselves of responsibility even after 
they are away from home (Prov. 22:6). 

Second, too many of us expect the 
church to teach them! The church must 
help instruct our little ones but it is not 
her main mission. We cannot continue to 
blame our youth ministers, elders and 
preachers for our failure as parents. Even 
if the church could successfully keep our 
children faithful, just who is the church? 
We are! Therefore we cannot shirk our 
duty as parents (Col. 3 :21). 

Third, we are often too busy to give 
them our time and example! "Make the 
most of your time," said Paul (Eph. 6:16). 
Do we? Time is one thing we cannot re
claim. It just does not accumulate. Many 
homes work on three shifts: 1) Dad works 
on the night shift, 2) Mom works on the 
day shift and 3) the children are left to 
shift for themselves. 

And let us not forget example. It is the 
best instructor of all. There are not 
enough demons in hell to pull a child out of 
the arms of godly, example setting par
ents! The time and opportunity to impress 
our children with eternal values is while 
we have tbem in our grasp (Col. 4:5) ! 

Precious moments flitter by as we are 
caught up in less important pursuits than 
influencing our kids. Wesley said, "I 
don't have enough time to be in a hurry." 
Surely this must apply to rearing our 
children in God's tender care. Time flies, 
but we must remember that God has al
lowed us to be the navigator. 

Fourth, too many of us allow our chi\ 
dren to rule the roost! I recently sat next 

to a young mother who was trying to 
coax her little five-year-old brat to eat 
his lunch. She begged, cajoled, pleaded 
and bribed all to her frustration and the 
delight of her little forty pounds of clay. 
Finally after one last threat the little 
tike proceeded to throw his plate of food 
on the floor. Mommy cried. Have we for
gotten what God's wishes are concerning 
our children (Eph. 6:1)? 

Weak and inconsistent discipline spoils 
a chil~ (Heb. 12 :7). There are too many 
offsprmg today who have little respect 
for their parents or others who are older 
(Eph. 6:2). Shame of them-and the par
ents who rear them! We too easily give in 
to the caprices and whims of our charges 
(Prov. 29:15). Solomon had the formula 
for successful parenting long before kid
die psyche and parenting seminars became 
the fad. We fail to demonstrate genuine 
love when we refuse to properly discipline -
our young ones (Prov. 13 :24). Most chil
dren would give their eye teeth to have 
parents who loved them enough to say, 
"Be in by eleven and be sure your chor~s 
are done or you will get no allowance 
this week ! " 

Fifth, we quarrel in front of the chil
dren! We forget God's will for keeping 
cool tempers (Eph. 4:26). And fighting 
parents are poor spokespersons for a lov
ing Jesus (Eph. 5:22, 25). Paul had the 
key to happy marriages when he wrote to 
the Ephesians in chapter five, "Husbands 
love your wives" and. "Wives be subject 
to your husbands." Marriages are too un
stable because the basic ingredient of 
spirituality is missing from most. One 
woman gave the judge her reason for 
filing for divorce: "My husband won't buy 
me a compactor!" Can you imagine that? 
A compactor is a garbage squeezer. Hogs 
took care of that job in Abraham's and 
my grandmother's days. 

It is all too easy to put our fingers on 
the negative contributors to failure in 
child rearing. Let us consider ways in 
which we can keep our children faithful 
to Jesus and his bride: 

First, we must be faithful ourselves! 
Many parents are just not converted them
selves! That's all there is to it. Our lack 
of evangelistic zeal and our constant nee.d 
to beg members to give a few dollars a 
week are two glaring realities which forces 
this conclusion upon us. There is a most 
frightening passage in Matthew 18 :6 
which "Christian" parents are guilty of as 
much as anybody. Whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to 
stumble, it is better for him that a heavy 
millstone be hung around his neck, and 
that he be drowned in the depth of the 
sea." Wow! That surely strikes very close 
to our own homes. 

Why can't we allow our children to see 
that Jesus Christ is 1·eally the first con
sideration in our lives? Children can see 
this when they observe us regularly at
tending worship services, giving sacri
ficially and being an involved force within 
the community of believers (Matt. 18:5). 
One of the greatest influences in my life 
as a boy was my parents' faithfulness to 
the church. 

Second, we must be firm and fair with 
our little ones! Those· precious souls aren't 
given to us to vex and provoke (Eph. 

6 :4a). Children want and need realistic 
and fair rules (Prov. 22:15). We can 
stamp out the laziness factor in the hearts 
of our children by assigning them specific 
tasks and chores which must be done ... 
or else! I know a Christian mother who 
waited on her children hand and foot 
while they were growing up. Today all of 
them are tragic failures-in the church 
and in secular life as well. We are raising 
a crop of lazy, slothful, listless ne'er-do
wells (Prov. 24:33, 34). Remember, rear
ing children is like holding a wet bar of 
soap-too tightly or too loosely and you 
lose it. A gentle yet firm grip keeps it 
from slipping away. 

Third, we need to provide a "hothouse" 
environment of unselfish love! Children 
begin to develop lasting values early in 
life. We cannot undo bad training very 
easily; in dogs and in children. We par
ents, whether we like it or not, are the 
adult· role models for our offspring. 
Someone has said that children are molded 
by their heredity and their environment. 
The frightening thing about heredity and 
environment is that we parents usually 
provide both! 

Fourth, we must accept that the home is 
the greatest evangelistic mission field in 
the world! (2 Tim. 1:5). Maybe we can't 
save everybody else's children, but we 
surely can save our own. If I had one bone 
to pick with my preaching and eldering 
brothers it would be the failure to save 
our own children while we are trying to 
keep everybody else saved. Teach and 
shape and mold by prayerful example. At 
least Noah did save his own family. 
"What is a man profited if he gains the 
whole world and loses his own children?" 

Fifth, we must take the TIME to in
struct them! The moment to shape and 
mold is NOW-TODAY (Rom. 13:11)! 
"Strike while the iron is hot" goes back to 
cowboy days and branding irons but ap
plies to child rearing as well. Turn off the 
TV and become a Bible reading family 
again (2 Tim. 2:15! Visit the sick and 
needy with your children and instruct 
while serving (Matt. 25 :36). Let your 
house become an oasis of hospitality by 
using your home to glorify God (and I 
don't mean one must have big meals and 
lavish parties). Entertain strangers (Heb. 
13:2). Entertain friends, too. Time is the 
vital ingredient so missing in most fami
lies. "Take Time To Be Holy" is not just 
a song, but a charge to keep. 

Sixth, we must claim our God-given pa
rental responsibility! God's plan is for chil
dren to obey their parents. His plan for 
parents is to live lives worthy of obedience 
and emulation. We are failing. Mothers, 
teach your daughters to be keepers at 
home. Fathers, teach your sons to become 
the heads of their own families. We must 
commit ourselves to the task of leaving a 
heritage for our children to live up to not 
unlike that to young Timothy. "You, how
ever, continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced of, know
ing from whom you have learned them; 
and that from childhood you have known 
the sacred writings which are able to give 
you wisdom that leads to salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 
3:14, 15). 

(Continued on page 11) 
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OHIO VALLEY COLLEGE 'l'RUSTEES 
APPROVE FOUR-YE AR 

R.eprints of ony single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop-
in ~he Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 ies not accepted. 

BIBLE PROGRAM 

Following their Ma rch meeting, the 
Trustees of Ohio Va lley College a nnounced 
plans t o offer t he college's f irst bacca
laureate p rog ram. The statement, re
leased by Board cha irma n, J . Kevin Ram
sey, indica ted that the bachelor of a r ts a nd 
bachelor of science deg rees in Bible would 
be offered. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Pla ns provide for the program to begin 
with the fa ll, 1981 term. While r equire
ments differ for the BA and BS degrees, 
both programs will emphasize course work 
in four major divis ion s : textual , his tor y
doct r ine, practical-ministry, -and Biblical 
languages. Full information may be ob
ta ined by wri t ing the college, P arkersburg, 
Ohio 26101. 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WR ITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

VIRGE SUECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

rDR FREE CAIA!.OGS CAlLIOLLFR[[ 

• Two Years Training 

• Accredited Faculty 
• 185,000 volume Library 
• UOO Periodicals 
• University Level Study 1·800-527 ·8438 

TEUS CAll COllECT 214-516-1504 
OR WRIT£ • University credit available upon completion 

• Scholarships Available 
(Including BEOG) 

• St.ate Licensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facilities 

• 

SUPERIOR"FIBERGLASS. INC . 

• Training includes required domestic&: foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

BOX 1308 · · JACKSON VILLE TX 75766 Ed Sandon, Oirtttor 1~ D. Jona, Asst. Oiroctor 
Harding Unlvonlty, Box 939, Sarcy, AR 72143 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc· 

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For many years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 
printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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"LIFE'S DETOURS" 

(Continued from page 8) 
situation that will be anything less than 
glorious and good. 

The second reason for the choice of the 
long road was that the people of Israel 
needed the discipline of the desert to pre
pare them for the pleasures and responsi
bilities of the Promised land. They had to 
be trained soldiers as well as faithful citi
zens. Preparation, training, and discipline 
were needed to turn a mob into an army 
and nation. The only way to accomplish 
this was for God to take them through the 
severity of the wilderness. 

There are no short cuts to anything 
worth while in this life or the eternal one 
to come. Faith in the Lord often comes 
through the pain of daily living. Trust in 
the promises and blessings of God come 
only when our faith is severely tested. The 
blessings of a disciplined life comes only 
through the pain of conforming our will to 
the will of the Lord. It is this type of dis
cipline the writer of Hebrews refers to 
when he states, "For the moment all dis
cipline seems painful rather than pleas
ant; later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it" (He b. 12: 11). Just as the 
people of Israel needed to be disciplined 
for their life in the land of Promise, so we 
too if we are to live in the heavenly home 
prepared by Jesus (John 14:1-4). 

If we walk under God's leadership and 
direction there will be detours in our lives. 
Many times we will be reminded that the 

long way around is the shortest way home, 
the way of the wilderness is the way of 
peace, and that under God's direction our 
pathway will lead to victory! 
College Hill church of Christ, 1102 Sixth 
and Olive, Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAVED 

(Continued from page 9) 
Let's reclaim the souls of our young

sters before it is too late. Children with 
a happy family life enjoy a little bit of 
heaven right here on earth! Parents, let's 
give our children a reason for being here! 
"Suffer the little children and forbide 
them not. For of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." WHAT A MISSION! 
2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
48506 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrecto..--8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR 

The San Fernando Valley Christian School is accepting applications for 
the position of Administrator. 

Bachelor's degree and 3-5 years related experience required-Master's 
degree preferred. Salary negotiable. Excellent fringe benefits. 

Applications also accepted for teachers of high school English, Science
Math, German and Typing. 

Contact Mr. Frank Holladay, Chairman of the Board, at phone (213) 
365-7157 for application procedures and requirements. It is anticipated 
that an appointment to the position will be made by June 1,1981. 

1980 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 

-written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1979 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 7876'1 

-..-------------·------..---
1 PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. r 
J BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
' Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 
.....,...~ .......... ~a.....r"'C...,...~~....,... .......... ...,..~..,...-..r"\ 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

SJJ95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-91 03 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

11 f299l 



EASTERN STATES EVANGELISM 
WORKSHOP 

The Fifth Annual Eastern States E'\1an· 
gelism Workshop will be held June 18, 19, 
20, 1981 at the University of Richmond in 
Virginia. The theme is The Power To Be. 
Keynote speakers are Terry Bush, Gordon 
Ferguson, arid Phil Powers. For additional 
information call 804-526-5286 or write 
Colonial Heights Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 222, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. 

LIPSCOMB LECTURES SET 
FOR JUNE 14-17 

A subject which should be of vital im
portance to churches of Christ has been 
chosen as the theme for the 1981 Summer 
Lectures at David Lipscomb College June 
14-17-the restoration of New Testament 
Christianity. 

The three evening lecturers will be de
livered by Bobby Duncan, Rubel Shelly 
and John Gipson. 

BROWN TBAR SI:HODL OF PBEAI:HING 
WENDEll WINKlER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Wqrth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jim~y Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

SOUTHWESTERN 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Training 
for 

Song Leadership 
complete cost 

S95.00 

ll [300] 

June 14-19, 1981 

Thorp Spring, Texas 

Close to Dallas-Ft. Worth 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, Tx. 76021 

(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplo(Yees 
O.J= 

cboR.cbes a,: cbR.fst 
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•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

•IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .•.• Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. .. .. .. . • .. • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . ln-HospHal none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • .. .. .. .. .. .. . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . • . . . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) • . • . . . $39.23 
CUnder Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. .. .. .. .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Sprlng,Tx.77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 12, 19~1 



PREACHERS OF TODAY 
VOLUME 5 

M. Norvel Young 
In 1952, Batsell Barrett Baxter and I 

saw the need for a book of brief bio
graphical sketches and pictures of living 
gospel preacht!rs. A. 1\I. Burton encouraged 
us and supplied the color plates of pioneer 
gospel preachers which were included in 
this first book. Effor ts were made to con
tact a ll of the preachers we could. By the 
time of the deadline, we had received 1,360 
biog1:aphical sketches and 1,218 pictures. 
In spite of our most diligent efforts, a 
number of brethren did not receive an 
announcement and were not included. 

The book met with a warm reception and 
was very useful to elders and preachers. 
It probably contained more personal in
formation about individual gospel preach
ers than any other book of its time. Vol
umes 2, 3, and 4 appeared on schedule. 

Now, Batsell Barrett and I will be joined 
by Rubel Shelley and Steven Lemley to 
produce Volume 5 of PREACHERS OF 
TODAY. 

It is our hope to include every gospel 
preacher we can locate, encompassing a lso, 
those that are students in our schools of 
preaching and in our Christian Colleges. 
We hope to contact all of the missionaries 
and preachers in other lands who may be 
interested in being included. 

Send all names for a ques tionnaire to 
Batsell Barrett Baxter, 3703 Mayfair Ave
nue, Nashville, Tennessee 37215. Genera
tions yet unborn will be aided by the hun
dreds of thousands of facts that will be 
preserved in this volume. 

11\"CLUDE 1'0UR ZIP CODE 
When you sen d In n list oC new subscrip· 

lions to the Firm Foundation. please bo 
sure each hns the proper Zip Code number 
arter the city and state. 

®ur <&arllen of ~ong 
"Nothing Like it Ever in Print" 

A book of biography of song writors 
and singers of the Church of Christ. both 
curront and restoration l aadors of 100 years 
ogo. More than 150 photographs ond 
biographies. interesting articles. songs. 
letters. ond photographs of tho post. 

TYPICAL BIOGRAPHIES AND SONGS 
•TIIIItS. Teddlle- Lord. I Am Coming 

To Thee. 
•L 0. Sanderson- Be With Me. Lord 
•A. W. Oic:ua-OurGod. He isAiivtJ 
•Know le• Shaw-Bringing in tho Sheaves 
•Will Slater- Alone At Eve 
•Auotln Taylor- Closer To Thee 

PUBUSHER: 
Alton Howard, How.d PublbNng Co. 

PRINTER: 
Rand-McHally Prin1lng Company 

576 Pages 

Bound in benutiful hnrdback padded vinyl cover of the finest quality. A treasured 
gift- a collector'$ itom. 

- - - - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . P lease send copies of "Our 
Garden of Song" at D $19.95 regular, plus 10% postage and 
handling. Texas residents please add 5% sales tax. 

Name 

Address 
City ________ _ State _____ Zip ----

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1·5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960·2316 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901·683·1678 901 -761-1350 

Send for B rocllure. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38 118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5 L39 
Write or ca ll for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2024 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LI FE OF A CHILD 



BOOKS }jn Review 
CARING ENOUGH TO CONFRONT. 
David Augsburger. Herald Press. 142p. 
$3.95 

A revised edition of a book that has run 
more than 200,000 copies. It is a gu:de 
book on how we wot·k through our differ
c:lces without painful and oft:m disastrcus 
results. We found some valua ble advice 
that helped a lot of Christians avoid 
unpleasant situations, and yet confront 
with a spiri t of love when confrontat ion 
rather lhan sunender or compromise is 
necessary. 

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE 
FAITH . Rex A. Turner. Privately pub
Ji · hed . 214p. $9.00 

Seventeen outstanding addresses by the 
President of Alabama Christian School of 
Religion. Each is an extended, well pre
pared presentation of some central theme 
of t he Chl"istian religion . Such themes 
as the Resurrection, Evolution, Inspira
tion, Sound Doctrine, The Holy Spirit and 
the Identity of t he church are treated. 

THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK 
OF DEUTERONOMY. J. W. McGarvey. 
Alabama Christian School of Religion. 
304p. $9.00 

There never has been a greater defense 
of the integri ty of the text written. It is 
standard in its field, and has been for a 
hundred years. It is now back in print. 
Most arc famili ar wilh it, and preach ers 
and Bible students will welcome the op
portunity to again oblain a copy. 

BIBLE MANHUNT. Curtis Manor. 
Baker. 88 p. $2.45 

H ints on the identity of fifty Bible men. 
Designed to encourage Bible sear ching 
a nd study. An enter taining and instructive 
lool for all occasions. 

MAC'S GIA NT BOOK OF QUIPS AND 
QUOTES. E. C. McKenzie. Baker. 577p. 
$12.95 

Thet·e are a number of books of quota-

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
l earn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full -t ime PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
tism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

14 (302) 

tions on the market, but none as modern 
and as sparkling as this one. It isn't as 
literary as it is ordinary. It's today's 
quips for today's conversation. For in
stance : "We should exchange problems. 
Everybody knows how to solve the other 
fe llow's." Or, "In business we have big 
steel and little steel. Politics has t hem 
too, but the spell ing is different." Or, "A 
fool and his money are soon parted. The 
rest of us wait unlil we get to the Super 
Mar ket." There arc about 14,000 of them 
in this book. It's worth the money. 

THUS SAITH THE LORD. Carlton Cur
ry. Privately published. 19lp. $6.95 

The result of endless hours of research, 

this topical index of the New Testament 
brings together for the busy student just 
about all the New Testament says on al
most 200 New Testament subjects. As a 
separate division of t he book the compilor 
gives us an e:xhaustive section on the plan 
of salvation which is invaluable to those 
doing personal teaching. A good tool for 
teachers, preachers and personal workers. 

When sending a book for review .in these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All bookA r<viewed her e mny be pu rc.hased from 
the Firm Foundntion Publishing House. P lease add 
$1 .00 for postage and hn ndlinR" on order• o( $10.00 
or leas: 10% on orders on r $10.00. 

Foundation School of Church Music 
June 8-19 

PleasE". enroll 

NAME _______________ ADDRESS __________ _ 

CITY ____________ __ STATE ___ _ ZIP _ ____ __ 
ln the Fmmdation School of Chu1·ch Music for the 1981 term, 
June 8-19. Enclosed please f ind $135 f or tuition, room, and board. 

Signed ___________ _________ __ 

KOt 
Can you afford " to build? 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. can help you answer 
this important question .. 

Church financi ng is o ur business . . . 
serving over 1250 congregations of Churches of Christ s ince 1959 .. . and we 
arc adding congregations each month, w ho con tinue to build. 

Affilia ted Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

Fl 

P lease send informa tion about your quality c hurch 

financi ng. 

Name uf congro'galion 

Address 

City Slnlc Zip 

lndividunl's Nnme1Function in conllrc~o~ nlion 

T!!lcphonc -------- --- --

''The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

FIR/A FOUNDATION- MAY 12, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Deshrncd especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekins- preachers. Also other 
acc:cptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"app;:oved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '7:00-.........=P....:.;.M.::::::..._,.._=--...,.----~. 

DENVER, COLORADO ~ 
~OOD CHURCH OF CH~ST 

oi65 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-102-i 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JA.PA.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 90-i. 
ARLINGTON, VA •• 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0636. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OHA.THA.M, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'7928. NORTHER-""l NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2888. 
ALA.SKA.:-=.::~_::..:...-A.N...,.,.,..C""H=o"""R,...A.,....G.,.,.E=-......,c,...~H""'UR="""c""H=--o~F= 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaaka 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 

B.A. Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Duhlln Road 

Plea•anton, CallforDia 941S88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chureh of Christ, 464'7 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15565 15th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Waah. 98166, If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERM""o"""N""s=--=F=R=""o::-:M=--=s-:::UN=s==E==T=--o-n--=s-=-o-m--=-in-u-:-te-c_a_s-se-:-tte;-
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewla Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R=EL=-I""'G=I=-=o~u=s,...-,B;:.,O,;;;O~K::.S~BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evanllellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday claases, 10:16: Worship, 11:00, Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 2205 E. Morp:an Ave .. 
U.S. 460 Ea11t Oppo11lte K-Mart. Offl~ 4'17-
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min, 4'18-4050. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Clmrch of 
Ohrl•t. Come visit us. Phone 'lH-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with vads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock. Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
YU!\IA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE8-write for free 
leather samples and vrices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of avprox. 10,000. Sound, good 
'(lersonal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042. or call (605) 266-6876. 
Full time evangelist needed at Southside, Syracuse, 
N.Y. Good personal worker, mature in gospel, ex
perienced; exciting potential for growth In a large 
metropolitan area. Must furnish most of your own 
support. Contact: John Coomey at 103 Brendan 
Way, Syracuse 13219 : or Aubry McCrimmon at 210 
Mott Rd., Fayettville, N.Y. 13066. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews far houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-589-
7725 (day) or 512-689-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
"EMrLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
f!ts. I~ interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
WANTED: A Christian lady with or without chil
dren to live on campus and manage our commis
saries. Contact John W. Calvert, Jr .. Superintend
ent, Sunny Glen Children's Home, Box 13i3, San 
Benito, Texas 78586, 

.. A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from a small. loving, growing congregation of 
13 families (19 adult members). We urgently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify ns an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, C/0 DON 
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54956. Thank you. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRYST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. W~>cl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79/i-2311. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan, Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
enrinll profC!Islonal Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mf'l or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is independently owned and operated. 
TAPE LIBRARY FOR CHURCHES OF CHRYST: 
Contains 300 sermons by Churrh of Christ sneakers. 
covering 120 Rubjects, on 150 cassettes. Standard 
package includes steel stora(te eabinet, check out 
card stystem, and ratalo~rue. For further narticulars, 
write to MOMENTOUS MESSAGES, P. 0. Box 
1269. Abilene. Texas 79604. 
PREACHER A V AI;::::L:-'A.,.;.:B.;;.Lc;E-::-=F:-o-r -p-r-ea-c-=h-=i_n_g_a_p_p_o-=-in...,...t-
ments in Oklahoma. EmnloyP.d by State of Okla
homa as a SnecialiRt in Youth Guidance. Holds de
gree in Bible from Freed-Hardemnn College. 
Resume with references submitted upon request. 
Phone 405-275-8249. 
FOR SALE: Rex-Rotary 650 mimeograph machine. 
Little used and in excellent condition. Also have 
11 quireR of bulletin stencils and regular stencils. 
Pril'e: $200. If Interested. write Erick church of 
Christ, Box 26, Erick, OK 73645 or call (405) 
526-:\397. 
WHIPPANY, NEW JERSEY, 270 Whippany Rd., 
07981. This church is hosting Dr. Frank Pack, 
evangelist and tem·her, head of the religion depart
ment of Pepperdine Universitv, in a 3-day-8 sesl"ion 
seminar focused upon New Testament Spirituality. 
DateR are May 28, 29, 30. Each session includes a 
question and answer period. Northeastern leaders 
contact Curtis Stamps (201) 887-4186 for more 
info-limited lodging will be available. 

lNVESTIGATEI Tbf' Finn FoundnttoD 
trle11 to •crf'f'D ndvf'rtiRioa:. and will not 
knowlnJtiY take quf'lltlnnnblf' ndvertltdn~r:. 
Bot It Ia the rendf'l"ll rf'llpnnRiblllty to In• 
Vt"Rtb:Dtf'. J.lkf' nny otbf'r pnpf'r. Wf' Rnme
tlmPR unwlttlna:1y run nn unworti•Y nd. 
As tb.. old snylnlir: a:oN~. before yon lnT«'Rt. 
ln,·eRth:ntel 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

HELP! 
Send Literature 

Do you have a bundle of old tracts lay
ing around in the back storeroom of the 
church building? How about some left over 
Vacation Bible School material, or Bible 
class lessons? Want to help edify the 
church on the mission field? Well, here's 
how you can help the Lord's work in the 
West Indies. 

With the Bible and Leadership Train
ing by Extension program based in An
tigua we make regular trips to the other 
islands by use of a private plane. And we 
have contact with most of the English 
speaking churches in the Caribbean. On 
every trip we try to take a load of litera
ture for the local churches. We are in 
urgent need of more literature. Can you 
help by just sending the English Bible 
literature you may not be using? 

Send all literature to: Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 7, All Saints, Antigua, West 
Indies. Send by surface mail, but not 
C.O.D. We do not have funds for postage. 
We can use almost anything you have. 

-Roger Dickson 

Gene Grassie, Westside church of 
Christ, Box 146, Dexter, New Mexico 
88230, March 16, 1981: We recently started 
a new radio broadcast over 50,000 watt 
K B C Q radio in Roswell, New Mexico. 
We have programs each Monday through 
Friday at 8:00 to 8:15 p.m. (MST), and 
one program each Tuesday at 6:45 to 7:00 
p.m. We plan to present the 8:00-8:15 pro
gram on Tuesdays in Spanish. This sta
tion covers from Acapulco, Mexico to the 
interior of Canada during night time 
operation. 

R. Vernon Boyd, 14500 Greenfield, De
troit, Michigan 48227: Robert Lionel Holt 
became the associate minister for the 
Strathmoor Church of Christ, 14500 
Greenfield, Detroit, Michigan 48277 in 
December, 1980. Robert is the son of G. P. 
Holt, widely-known evangelist· from In
dianapolis, Indiana, who is a graduate of 
Southwestern Christian College and an 
outstanding song leader. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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------

My Jesus, 
I WILL LIVE FOR THEE 

Quality's 1981 VBS Exam 
Kit is Here 

Were you satisfied with your VB$ material last 
year? Chances arc you were not. This year, why not 
try the Quality Alternative? 

This year's VBS, My Jesus, I Will Live For Thee, 
features these exciting new items: 
• The only brotherhood VBS series with full-color 

through the sixth grade; 
• Wrillen by the best writers with high (educational 

and teaching experience) qualifications; 
• Introducing new VBS Superbowl:m your exam kit 

comes already prepared as an educatinal tool; 
• As always, this year's VBS is doctrinally sound; 
• ... plus a lot more interesting features. 

This adult series features the new study- You Can 
Trust Your Bible by Neale Pryor, Ph.D. Our other 
writers include: Lynn Fitzgerald, MH; Bess Walton, 
MSEd, EdD (candt); James Stoval, BSRE, MSEd; 
and Larry Fitzgerald, DREd. All of our writers are 
dedicated Christians and experienced teachers. 

The Quality Alternative 
to boring or unsound 
VBS literature 

Each kit contains: 

8 teachers' books (one for 
each age level); 8 student 
books; I VBS Director's 
Manual; I VBS pupil 's 
certificate; 1 VBS teacher's 
appreciation certificate; 
I "I brought one" button; 
1 VBS headband; 1 song
book; 1 large poster; 
1 small poster; I enroll
ment card; I attendance 
card; 1 door hanger; 
1 invitation postcard; and 
I worker thank you card. 

VBS SuperbowJtm 
designed to be used 
everyday of VBS. It 
comes complete, no 
parts to cut, bend or 
tape. It is already 
attached to your 
exam kit, ready to use. 

Grabs kid's attention while helping them learn 
directly from the scriptures . Fun but an extremely 
good teaching tool. This bonus can be used in regular 
Bible class again and again and again. 

VBS Director's Manual 
designed complete with monthly 
checklist, bibliography, biography 
of writers (do not buy material 
that is afraid to identify its 
writers), plus a whole lot more. 

This manual is free, just for 
inspecting our exam kit. It is 
yours to keep whether or not 
you buy Quality's material. 

Complete this handy order coupon and mail 
it to: 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 
Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please rush me copies of My Jesus, I Will 
Live For Thee VBS exam kits @ $12.95 each. + 85¢ 

postage. Total - ----- Enclosed is a check 

or money order for - -------· Please bill 

Church ---- ----

Name 

Church 

Address 

City, Statt. Zip 

Signnturc 

You may place your order by phone. Please do so 
by calling direct 1-800-252-9103 (Texas residence) 
J -800-531-5227. 
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CHEYENNE WYOMING was the location recently of the 4 state Annual 
Lectureship. Food for the body as well as food for the soul was served to 
people from 4 states. The theme was "Great Is The Mystery of Godliness" 
and the theme speaker was Reuel Lemmons of Austin, Texas. Other speakers 
on the two day program were ministers and elders of Wyom ing Congre· 

gations. 

Austin, Texas, May 19, 1981 
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MODERATION AND PATIENCE 
One thing that could greatly improve the climate in 

today's church would be the practice of moderation 
and patience. About the time one "issue" dies down 
another arises. Someone is always stirring the pot. 
And that· isn't all bad. It is a good thing when thinkers 
question any doctrine or practice. The wave of liberal 
criticism, following the Reformation, did more to 
establish forever the integrity of the scriptures than 
all the oratory that had gone before. Most of the 
cardinal doctrines of sectarian religion are examined 
until they lose their credibility and people turn away 
from them. If we have any practices that cannot stand 
the light of investigation then they ought to be aban
doned. Hammering on our beliefs is not tragic; it is 
the repudiation of the authority of the Scriptures 
that ruins us. 

In our revolutionary times there is a great need 
for patience in dealing with college students and 
young people in general who think that they know 
more than they will find out years later that they did 
know. And impetuous youth can well use patience 
and moderation in dealing with what it considers old 
fogie ideas. Most of those who possess those ideas 
got there by experience, and leaming, after having 
eaten their share of crow. Unless young people 
especially like crow they should use moderation in 
condemning positions arrived at through years of ex
perience which they have not had. Young people should 
not make their opinions matters of faith too soon in 
life. They will have to change a lot of them later on. 

The great w1·ong of forcing our opinions on others 
cannot be too strongly condemned. If you are a part 
of a congregation that is not growing, and not con
verting anyone, and not doing anything, and you dare 
try to do anything about it, you are going to be 
persecuted and falsely accused. That will be the price 
that anyone will pay who tries to get his congregation 
out of its comfortable rut. That is the way it has 
always been. A dead church f eels threatened by any 
member who is alive. And it reacts like a sitting hen 
who has been disturbed. Use moderation and have 
patience in such cases. 

This tension is a two-way street. Churches and 
church officers ought to use all the patience possible 
in dealing with immature young people and new 
converts who have not yet become as lethargic as 
the rest of us. We have a lot of immaturity among 
young people, many of whom are new Christians, and 
their zeal often surpasses knowledge. It is just as 
wrong to handle immaturity by withdrawing fellow
ship, blacklisting and otherwise ostracizing them as 
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it is to impetuously split the church because it does 
not move as fast as we think it ought. 

Impetuous young people have a double obligation 
to submit themselves to godly elders whose wisdom 
and counsel are valuable. And elders, in return, are 
obligated to not stifle the spirit of these good minds 
and willing hearts. Moderation and patience could 
solve most of our problems. 

We do not damn the local congregation because there 
is maturity in it, and mistakes are being made. It is 
senseless to condemn with blanket condemnation all 
that is being done because a lot of good is being 
done. We do not want to throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. 

The only way young preachers can get started is 
through the congregation's putting up with them while 
they make their beginning mistakes. No church would 
have a finished pulpit man if someone had not been 
patient enough to let him practice on them. Every 
congregation should provide opportunity for its own 
young people to grow and develop their talen~. Th~re 
are entirely too many instances of congregatiOnal un
patience with emerging youth. 

On college campuses, where we were doing prac
tically nothing until a few years ago, young people 
are converting hundreds. God bless them. They may 
not go about it like we would, but that's because they 
are not fiftyish or sixtyish. When college students 
return to their local congregations, either for the 
summer or for good, they often bring with them view
points and practices that differ from what we are 
used to at home. We can either run them off, or we 
can patiently work with them, as they work with us, 
to bring the two of us together-probably in the middle 
of the road between us. 

Among a people that still has respect for the 
authority of the scriptures there is no problem that 
cannot be worked out. There is no hope only when 
someone decides he is going to do what he wants to 
do and live like he wants to live regardless of what 
the Bible says. When we let the times shape our 
faith, rather than letting the Bible shape our times, 
we are in real trouble. 

Moderation and patience, mixed about equally, is 
an anti-biotic for our viruses and a tonic for our 
spiritual health. 
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"A Repentance Without Regret" 

KEITH MARSHALL 

The background to these thoughts is I Corinthians the 
fifth chapter where Paul had written a strong letter to the 
church there about their arrogance in dealing with an immoral 
situation among them. He instructed them to turn the brother 
over to Satan so that in the end he might be brought to 
repentance and save his soul. H e went into detail of how 
to do this by disfellowshiping him. This was a sharp rebuke; 
but it took such a rebuke to get this corrected. Sometimes 
the soft and private approach would be the most effective; 
but not this time. Only a public, sharp rebuke would move 
these sinners. 

Since he wrote the first Jetter, Paul had suffered many 
things. Opposition in a ll forms had r isen against him. He was 
under a lot of pressure, and in need of encouragement and 
comfort. He was comforted. H e said that God had comforted 
him in two ways: first, by sending Titus to him. Paul was 
like most of us, he liked to have true and understanding 
friends around him in such times. Titus was such a brother 
in Christ. Secondly, God comforted Paul with the news that 
Titus brought to him. That news was that the church in 
Corinth had disfellowshipped the sinful brother a11d it had 
caused him to repent and be r estored to theit· fellowship. 
Paul was always uplifted by the news of souls being recon
ciled to God. 

Now, we will look at verses eight through eleven where 
Paul makes distinction between worldly sorrow and godly 
sorrow, and give us some marks of true r epetance so that it can 
be identified by others that observe their lives. 

What Had Caused All the Sorrow? 

It was sin that caused the sorrow on the part of so many. It 
always does. The law of God had been broken, that law which is 
pure and perfect. They had disobeyed the gospel which is Divine 
in source and gracious toward sinful men. They had grieved 
God who is good and glorious. They had slighted J esus, where 
love is tender and unending. They had been ungrateful though 
they had been loved, chosen, redeemed, forgiven, justified, sancti
fied, and soon to be glorified. They had crucified Christ afresh 
before their friends and neigh bours in Corinth. You see, sin 
will send you to H ell. There is never anything but sorrow con
nected with sin in the end. 

Worldly Sorrow 
Paul made distinction between two kinds of sorrows which 

he identifies as worldly and godly. Paul said this son·ow has been 
of a godly kind and will give some identifying marks of it in a 
few verses later. 

Worldly sorrow is confused with the godly kind so often. 
Worldly sorrow has its identifying mark, too. Many are sorry 
that they have broken the law because they got caught, not be
cause they did wrong. They cry hot tears but there is no sorrow 
that they have offended God! Many are sorry because they are 
finally identified for what they are! What others think of them 
is very important to them; their reputations are now ruined 
and the people they most want fellowship with now won't have 
anything to do with them. They don't enjoy the consequence of 
their wrongdoing! They grieve for the loss of their worldly loss 
and the freedom that is taken a way from them. Sometimes tears 

come from pride. King Saul confessed his sin to David and told 
him, "I have played the fool and have committed a serious error." 
Saul made this statement from a weak standpoint, one that was 
to his advantage at that moment. But, was it sincere? Did he 
practice this sentiment afterwa rds? No! He was embarrassed 
because he was caught in such a defensive situation. Now t urn 
to Luke 18 :9-14 and see the tax-collector go up to the temple, and 
getting off from the crow.d, he beat his chest and cried, "God, be 
merciful to me, the sinner." From a.broken-heart went his peti
tion to the Throne in Heaven and Jesus said this man went back 
to his home justified in the sight of God. Pride didn't stand in his 
way to God. 

Paul said that "sorrow of the world produces death,'' and in
deed it does. It literally causes premat ure deaths. Think of the 
thousands that die every year on our highways because someone 
was breaking the law or under the influence of strong drink. 
Think of the young lives that are ruined by "pot." Yes, we have 
to take this in the literal sense. It can be used in the spiritual 
sense, too. Think of the damage that is done to the conscience, 
the sense of right and wrong and the courage to do what we know 
is right when we do wrong and then won't repent of it right 
away. :'ou can't abuse your conscience and not pay for it! Con
science can be hardened and deadened to the point that it will not 
provoke us when we do wTong (I Tim. 4:2; Heb. 3:8-11, 15). 
Then, there is the spiritual death that results from unrepented 
of sin (Jas. 1 :14-15) . I saiah describes this kind of death (!sa. 
59 : 1-2) as being separated from God, from his grace and for
giveness; from the blood of Christ. 

Godly Sorrow 

This is seeing sin through the eyes of God! God "abhors sin." 
You need to see his Son hanging on the cruel cross to see sin as 
God does. Godly soo:ow is not repentance, but it works re
pentance in us. Repentance changes our life, alters our bad habits 
and renews our hearts. Repentance is a change of purpose in 
regard to the sin for which a man mourns. It is a breaking off 
from sin. We are reconciled to three enemies when godly sorrow 
brings us to repent. They are (1) the ju stice of God, (2) our 
own conscience a nd (3) to death. There a r e at least two things 
that move men to repent of their sins : (1) the goodness of God 
and (2) the word of God. 

In verse eleven of our text Paul mentions six things that iden
t ify godly sorrow in our lives. They are: (1) earnestness, (2) 
vindication of ourselves , (3) indignation, (4) fear, (5) zeal and 
(6) avenging of wrong. These are the results of godly sorrow 
working repentance in our hearts. 

When one is moved by godly sorrow to truly repent, then he 
will never regret things given up or pleasures sacrificed for 
God's sake or a brother's sake. There is only one way to do 
anything and t hat is, do it right the first time. 

Many of God's children need to repent of sin in their lives
sins that will send them to Hell unless they repent before they 
die. Why not make right those wrongs right now! Don't put it 
off! Make sure that it is godly sorrow and not worldly sorrow 
that motivates you. 
Box 514, Rankin, Tx. 79778 
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Foreknowledge of God 
BOYD WILLIAMS 

There are many false theories in religion, but none so re
pulsive as that one which teaches that God has knowledge of 
everything before it comes to pass. This theory is named "The 
Foreknowledge of God," and accounts for a large variety of er
roneous teaching in religious circles. John Calvin taught that 
"God, for all eternity, foreknew everything that ever has or ever 
will come to pass." (McClintock and Strong, Cyclopedia of Bibli
cal, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. 2). Religious 
groups which have their roots in Calvinism have for the most 
part incorporated some form of this theory into their doctrine. 
The most prominent idea attaches itself to the thought that God 
has knowledge of everything and therefore knows what the final 
state of man will be. Since there is no way to change the end 
of individual man, it really doesn't matter what one does in this 
life. Since God "knows" one's final state he is "predestined" to 
salvation or torment. 

Another fact of thelr theory is advanced by a type of "Uni
versal ~alvation" doctrine. It is taught that God is infinite love 
and must have desired the salvation of all men. As he foreknew 
the destiny of every man and had the power to create only such 
as seemed good to him, he would create only such as he fore
saw would be saved. The conclusion of this idea is that all men 
were created for salvation and will finally be saved. One might 
very well ask why so many men have given their life for the 
gospel if this theory be true. 

The theory that God knows everything poses some serious 
problems that can not be ignored. One does not have to study 
far in the Scriptures to see that something is wrong with such a 
teaching. For instance, Adam and the Garden of Eden is a case 
in point. God made Adam and placed him under law. He was told 
that he was not to eat of the fruit of a certain tree and that if 
he did he would die. Adam violated the law by eating of the fruit. 
Now if God knows everything, it is logical to suppose that God 
knew Adam would eat of the forbidden fruit. If God knows 
something will happen, it will happen, or else he did not know it. 
One can see what type of a predicament Adam would have been 
in. He would have been in a straight between the law of God and 
the unchangeable knowledge of God. It happened that Adam did 
eat. The law said he should not eat. One or the other had to be 
broken. Adam must eat and break the law or not eat and change 
the unchangeable foreknowledge of God. That would have been 
impossible. Eating and violating the law became a necessity; 
and yet God would punish him for doing that which he had to 
do. Can any intelligent person fail to comprehend the problem 
posed here? 

When we speak of God we refer to him as being omnipotent 
and omniscient. The great apostle Paul informs us that God can
not lie (Tit. 1:2 and Heb. 6:18). With but little reasoning we 
learn there are some other things which God cannot do. He can
not make two hills without a valley between them. I am well 
aware that that is an old illustration, but it is still a valid one. 
We can see that there are some things which God cannot do 
though he is omnipotent. That being true, may there not be some 
things which he does not know, though he is omniscient? 

Did God not know that man would become wicked and would 
have to be destroyed? In the opening verses of the sixth chapter 
of Genesis the reader is informed that God was grieved in his 
heart at the wickedness of man and repented that he had ever 
made man. Does that sound like a God who had foreknowledge 
of their wickedness? Of course not! Yet, if he is omniscient, why 
would he not know. We must realize that if God knew before they 
became wicked that they would become wicked, then nothing 

4 [308} 

could have prevented them from becoming so. That would be 
tampering with the free-agency and responsibility of man and 
would have been incompatible with the nature of God. The 
scheme of salvation conceived by God contemplated human re
sponsibility based on freedom of will. The only way for that 
scheme to work is for God to limit his knowledge just as he limits 
his power. We know that he can do that. Notice Jer. 7:81, "They 
have built the high places • . . which I commanded not, neither 
came it into my mind." Here were some things done by men 
which the Lord said came not into his heart. Did he not know 
from eternity that which never came into his heart? The same 
statement is also made in Jer. 19:5. Now we are told in Exodus 
82:10-14 that God repented of the evil which he thought to do 
to his people, and did not do that which he thought he would do. 
Now if God foreknew everything that comes to pass, it follows 
that he foreknew he would not do the evil to his people. Hence, 
he knew he would not do that which he thought he would do. Can 
this be true? If the Book says he thought he would do some
thing, we accept it as true. If it is not true, the Book lies. Can 
any sincere person be ready to accept that? 

It is true that John said, "God ..• knoweth all things," (I 
John 8 :20). We must point out that knowing all .things is not 
the same as foreknowing all things. Unless that is true then 
man also can foreknow all things. John said of man in I John 
2 :20, "ye •.. knoweth all things." That is the same language that 
he uses of God in chapter three. There can be no doubt that if 
the fact that Go.d knows all things proves that he foreknew 
all things, the same language proves that the disciples also had 
unlimited foreknowledge. Of Jesus it is said, "Lord, thou know
est all things •.• ," and, "Now we are sure that thou knowest 
all things." (John 21:17 and 16:80). Yet we know that the 
Lord does not foreknow all things. In Mark 18:82 Jesus said, 
"But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the 
angels in heaven, nether the Son, but the Father." That cer
tainly proves that "knowing all things" is not the same as "fore
knowing all things." 

We need to keep in mind that there are some things that God 
chooses to know and is certain of that knowledge. On the other 
hand, there are some things that God knows will happen if other 
conditions are met. A contingency is appendixed to his knowl
edge. When he has that type of knowledge the performance of 
the knowledge is dependent on something uncertain, or condi
tional upon. something else, which is not certain. The fact is that 
God foresees nothing as absolutely certain which he has made 
contingent. We might also add that though God is infinite, that 
does not require him to do everything, but it implies the ability 
to do whatever is in harmony with his attributes and purposes. 
The same is true is respect to his knowledge. 

The final blow to the "Foreknowiedge theory" is presented in 
Genesis 18:20-21. God said, "Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous, I 
will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it which is come to me; and if not, I 
will know." Had he not always known? If the language means 
anything except what it implies, we must insist that it was cal
culated to make a false impression. Are we ready for that? 

In conclusion, we have too much evidence that proves God limits 
his knowledge so that man can be a free-moral agent. Anything 
short of that would make man a mere robot or, worse yet, a 
slave, and incompatible with the various attributes of God. 
90 N. Milford Drive, Franklin, Indiana 46181 
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The Most Dangerous Religion in the World 
SHAWN JONES 

The term "Humanism," because of its 
verbal similarity to "humanitarianism," 
brings to mind an altruistic, benevolent, or 
philanthropic interest in service to hu
manity. Contrary to this, Humanism is a 
formal philosophy, a fundamentally athe
istic worldview. Yet under the title "Secu
lar Humanism" it has been recognized by 
the U. S. Supreme Court as an organized 
religion. (Torcaso v. Watkins, 1961; 
Abington v. Schempp, 1963). It has been 
aptly described as the "polite word for 
atheism," and "the most dangerous re
ligion in America." Unlike the older athe
ism which spent itself in denials of God's 
existence, Humanism more effectively uses 
its resources affirming the supremacy of 
man. 

As a world-view, Humanism manifests 
itself in metaphysics as materialism; in 
society as secularism; in science as evolu
tionary naturalism; in economics as so
cialism; in politics as Marxism; and in 
ethics as utilitarian subjectivism. Anyone 
familiar with the implications of these 
philosophies realizes that there is nothing 
humane about Humanism. 

Humanism can allow and even demand 
grossly inhuman conduct from its ad
herents because it recognizes no moral 
absolutes. Its only ethical yardstick is 
Protagoras' ancient maxim: "Man is the 
measure of all things." According to the 
Humanist Manifesto (1933), "Human
ism asserts that the nature of the universe 
depicted by modern science makes unac
ceptable any supernatural or cosmic guar
antees of human values." From Humanist 
Minfesto II (1973): 

We affirm that moral values derive 
their source from human experience. 
Ethics is autonomous and situational, 
needing no theological or idealogical 
sanction. Ethics stems from human need 
and interest. 

Thus, to the Humanist, "right" and 
"wrong" are merely human inventions and 
subject to revision without notice! Fright
eningly, "human need and interest" seem 
to be narrowing, tightening like a noose 
round the necks of those the Humanist 
does not need or in whom he takes no 
interest. 

Horrifyingly inhumane practices have 
been and are being explored, advocated, 
legalized, and subsidized, all justified in 
the name of Humanism. 

On January 22, 1973. U. S. Supreme 
Court Justice Blackmun read the Court's 
decision on abortion: "The word 'person,' 
as used in the Fourteenth Amendment, 
does not include the unborn." A flat de
nial of any fetus's right to life! There 
were only 13,000 legal, reported abortions 
in the U.S. in 1968. By 1973, the official 
figure was 745,000. In 1977 the official 
total was 1.27 million (well over twice all 
U.S. battle deaths since 1776), with ac
tual abortions approaching two million. If 
such a toll is not genocide, what would 
constitute it? 

On April 9, 1973, a set of federal guide
lines was published in Ob.-Gyn. News out
lining the use of federal funds for research 
experiments on live babies which had sur
vived their abortions! Congress later 
passed legislation prohibiting use of fed
eral funds for such barbaric butchery, but 
nothing has been done to outlaw this prac
tice! 

Not far behind infanticide follows active 
euthanasia-literally, the "good death" for 
the elderly or the terminally ill. In the 
current issue of People magazine, Dr. 
Christiaan Bernard says: 
... passive euthanasia is death result
ing from withdrawal of life-support 
systems and life-sustaining medications.· 
Active euthanasia is death caused by di
rect intervention, such as administering 
a lethal drug overdose. 

When asked if the practice of active 
euthanasia is "playing God," he replied: 

I don't believe the God of mercy and 
compassion would mind if we mere 
mortals play God when faced with hope
less irreversible agony. 

There is a misguided spirit of benevolence 
in that answer. What "mere mortal" is 
wise and beneficent enough to be trusted 
with the prerogatives of God? Bernrard 
admitted that in the one case in which he 
actually considered administering an over
dose, the patient recovered and returned 
home to her husband and children! But 
even totally accurate diagnosis in every 
case of terminal illness would not grant us 
the right to take that which only God 
can give. 

How would you have enjoyed your stay 
in the London hospital where the following 
intra-staff memo was posted? 

The following patients are not to be 
resuscitated: Very Elderly, over 65 
years old; malignant disease; chronic 
chest disease ; chronic renal disease. 

That 1967 order was remanded the same 
day it appeared. The B.M.A. refused to 
approve such a policy. Anyone who has 
witnessed the painful, inevitable· death of a 
loved one whose life has been artificially 
sustained knows that death can be a 
blessing to which one may gladly submit. 
But submission to inevitable death is quite 
different from subjection to the decrees of 
self-appointed Humanist gods! The Hu
manist noose continues to tighten round 
the necks of the defenseless unborn and 
unwanted. · 

Recently new ground has been broken 
regarding what Humanists call the last 
taboo-incest. In his 1974 book, Birth
rights, radical psychologist and Humanist 
social-planner Richard Farson wrote con
cerning the proposed sexual liberation of 
our children: 

Another myth is that adult-child sex 
usually forces physical violence and 
sexual activity on an unwilling child. 
That is not usually true. In many in
stances the child is a willing partici-

pant. • • . Studies of incest reveal that 
the dangers have been highly over
rated. 

This appalling opinion has not remained 
isolated. Recent articles in medical jour
nals, books both scholarly and popular, and 
such movies as Luna and Flesh and 
Blood, constitute an informal "pro-incest" 
lobby, suggesting that there is such a 
thing as "positive incest." To trauma
tized incest victims, the suggestion of 
"positive incest" seems itself to be the 
ultimate perversion. 

Charlotte Vale Allen, incest victim and 
authoress, wrote: " ... incest violates the 
very foundation on which family life is 
based." But radical Humanists seeking to 
restructure our society have nothing but 
enmity for the sanctity of the tradi
tional family unit. They view incest, like 
abortion, as just another tool in the dis
mantling of the nuclear family. As Dr. 
Farson declared: "In spite of our ro
mantic myths about natural families, par
ents are not all that necessary or bene
ficial for childt:en." 

We trust the reader is already sickened 
by such "vice-is-nice" propaganda, but 
have you considered cannibalism? Marvin 
Harris, a Columbia University anthropol
ogist, in an article entitled, "Our Pound 
of Flesh" (Natural History, Aug-Sept., 
1979), justified the cannibalism of the 
ancient Aztecs on these grounds: 

Surely there can be no special pride 
in letting millions of soldiers rot on the 
battlefield because of a taboo against 
cannibalism. One can even argue that, 
nutritionally, the best source of protein 
for human beings is human flesh. 

Shocked? Consider the implications of this 
closing statement: 

. . . animal flesh may soon become as 
much of a luxury as it was for the 
Aztecs ... the decline in the availability 
of animal proteins constitutes yet an
other threat to the health and well being 
of future generations and is certain to 
provoke strong and justified public re
action. 
What will be the Humanist's reaction? 

To "the problem of world overpopulation, 
the Humanist's answer includes infanti
cide, euthanasia, and even genocide. To the 
problems of modern family life, the 
Humanist's answer is an "alternative 
lifestyle": communal living; group mar
riage; homosexual and lesbian relation
ships; even incest. And for the world food 
problem, at least one Humanist's answer 
prescribes "human flesh" as the "best 
source of protein." Prospects of such a 
"brave new world" send shudders down 
the spine of the Bible-believer! We are 
well within the mark when we judge 
Secular Humanism to be the most danger
ous religion in the world. 

While humanity did not arise from the 
beasts, Humanism certainly stoops to 
their level both morally and theologically. 
Our prayer is that those enamored of 
Humanism's "enlightened" views will heed 
the warning of the prophet and of human 
history: ". . . the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps." 
233 Oxford Street, Martin, Tenn. 38237 
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PRETEXTING? 
JACK P. L E WIS 

The old saying that "a prooftext is often hung his ideas on the parable, he did 
a pretext" may be used as a starting point not derive them from it. 
-to ask those of us who preach and teach 
whether we are expounding to our audi
ences the revelation of God or whether we 
are hanging our own ideas on convenient 
Scripture passages. The temptation to pre
text is ever present in a community which 
feels that there must be a Biblical base 
for all that is done in work and worship. 
We are not always clear about what falls 
in the necessary inference category for 
which no explicit Scripture statement is 
needed. The result is that we are tempted 
to try to find proof whE!re none e.x ists. 

The exegetical methods of the rabbis 
were systematized with stateable rules, 
but in general can be called "hanging 
mountains by strings." To give only one 
example, later codifiers, out of saying lilte 
"You shall not boil a kid in its mother's 
milk" (Ex. 23:19; 34:26; Deut. 21:24), ar
rived at the prohibition of eating milk 
and meat at the same meal. 

The Qumran community found t he 
prophets describing conditions that com
muni ty had to face. Their exegetical meth
od to some e.xtent reminds one of that of 
modern interpreters who f ind cars, air
planes, tire rationing, and Middle Eastern 
political problems in Scripture. The more 
resourceful the exegete, the more clever 
combinations be can come up with to im
press his audience. None of it is what the 
Biblical writers had in mind when God 
spoke through them. 

The early Church Fathers had the Mes
sianic interpretation as the magica l key 
with which to unlock all Old Testament 
passages. Amos's statement "in that day 
the sun will go down at noon" was a pre
diction of the darkness at the crucifixion 
(I renaeus, Haeresies 4.33.12 (ANF I. 
310 ) ) . "The Lord hath spoken in Zion" 
predicted Jesus' appearance in Judea 
(Irenaeus, Hae?·. 4.3.11 (NAF I, 500)). 
In that and every age since, the alle
gorical interpretation of Scripture has 
been a means by which men claimed a 
Scripture base for ideas they had other
wise accepted. Augustine expounded the 
parable of the Samaritan as giving a pic
ture of human history. According to him, 
mankind started down the road of life but 
fell into s in which beat him and left him 
helpless in the ditch. The Law of Moses 
came and also passed him by. Finally the 
good Samaritan, Jesus, bound up his 
wounds and brought him into the inn of 
safety-the church. While the basic out
line of Augustine's case is true, the 
parable of the Samaritan does not teach it 
when legitimately exegeted. Augustine 
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A speaker, shortly back, urging the need 
of congregations to follow the leadership 
of the elders, carne up with the clever 
turn on Judg. 5:1 : "When the elders lead 
and the people follow, we will praise the 
Lord." The s ituation he described is to 
be desired; but I wanted to ask him if 
he meant to leave the impression that he 
was giving a legitimate e.xegesis of his 
proof passage or if he meant it as an 
example of his cleverness? If one has to 
twist a passage to support the truth he is 
expounding, would it not be better to omit 
the passage and just to expound the idea 
on its own merits? 

An informed speaker, wishing to ex
pound the idea that there is something 
mysterious about the appeal that wicked
ness h as in the lives of a modern people 
took as his proof text 2 Thess. 2:6-"the 
mystery of iniquity." Anyone can see that 
there are aspects of wron~ doing that are 
not to be e:-..-plained. One may know the 
truth and then not do it; one may know 
the consequences of the life of sin but live 
it anyway. Who can e.xplain it? A doctor 
spoke to us on the dangers of drug abuse; 
but doctors who know what drugs will 
do are often offenders in the abuse. Know
ing the right and the wrong does not give 
one the will to choose the right and to re
ject t he \'n:ong. It is a puzzle to all of us
but that is an entirely different ball game 
from what Paul was expounding in 2 
Thessalonians 2. If one has a valid idea, 
is a prete.xt necessary? 

A speaker, wanting to expound his con
cept of the providence of God, insisted that 
God put base men in governmental posi
tions and then out of their wickedness ac
complished his purpose. He insisted that 
Hitler was a base man whom God put over 
the Germans. Stalin was a base man put 
over the Russians. The speaker failed to 
observe that he had misunderstood his 
Bible and had fallen into the trap laid by 
the change in meaning of English words. 
"Base" in 1611 meant "humble" or 
" lowly," and Dan. 4:17, 25, 32; 5:21 say 
that God puts "lowly men" on t he throne
not "base men" in the sense meant by the 
epithet "Mean Joe Green." The text chosen 
had become only a pretext. 

I listened to a speaker preach an im
pressive sermon stressing the extra
ordinary life required by the Gospel. He 
titled it "Our Uncommon Commitment." 
The thrust of the sermon was e.xcellent; 
certainly a more thorough commitment is 
needed by most of us. His text for the ser
mon was "I have never eaten anything 

common or unclean" (Acts 10:14) . The 
word "common" receives continuous repe
tition and great stress in the sermon. It 
never entered his head that he might be 
using "common" in a different meaning 
from that which the Greek word lcoinos 
carries in his text, and a lso different from 
what the translators meant to cof!vey by 
the choice of "common" in their transla
tion. He understood it a s "ordinary"
a word whose converse is "extraordinary" 
or "special." The meaning of the word in 
Acts is "that which is ceremonially im
pure." 

Almost two thousand years of Christian 
history and of the various ways the minds 
of men have turned in those years attest 
the complexity of the task of understand
ing the Word of God. As a general rule 
of thumb one can say that when one asks 
a passage a question that the writer was 
not intending to answer, he is likely to per
suade himself that the passage teaches 
what he has already accepted before he 
came to it. One man comes to Matthew 10 
and asks how Jesus sent out his disciples. 
He gets the answer that they want out in 
poverty two by two. Another man asks 
that passage how t he church should be 
organized for its mission work and con
cludes that going out in povet·ty two by 
two is the divine plan. In my opinion, one 
of these men was asking t he question the 
writer was answering; the other was not. 

One man asks Romans 13 what the role 
of the government in God's system is and 
finds that it is a servant of God for good. 
Another man asks the passage what his 
role in the government should be-a ques
tion Paul was not discussing. Is it any 
wonder that the two cannot reach a meet
ing of minds ? 

Another rule of thumb worth noting is 
that an interpretation that can on]y be 
supported by a turn of phrase peculiar 
to one English translation has a good 
chance of being a mere pre-text. This is 
a ll the more true when it rests on italicized 
words like "unknown tongue" (1 Cor. 14), 
"nnto IL'im" (Jn. 3 :36), and "spiritual 
words" (1 Cor. 2:13) . 

Clever turns have a certain appeal to 
men's minds. We respond to them, "I 
never saw that in that passage before." 
One of the reasons we have not seen it 
thct·e may be that it was never there to 
start with. It is a much more laborious 
task to fascinate men with sound exposi
tion of God's Word; but perhaps the 
challenge the Lord gave Jeremiah should 
be contemplated seriously by us all: 

"If you utter what is precious and not 
what is worthless, You shall be as my 
mouth" (Jer.15:19). 
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DISFELLOWSHIP (1) 
CHARLES HODGE 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship. The perversion of 1 
Corinthians 5 resulted in the penitence of 2 Corinthians 2. This 
penitence was not caused by family or peer pressure. It was 
motivated by the threatened loss of a Christian's prized privi
lege-fellowship I This fellowship is deep and profound. It is far 
more than a "cup of cofee." It comes from a common life, love, 
and loyalty to Jesus Christ. The vertical allegiance to Jesus 
results in a horizontal family of believers. Said fellowship is 
stronger and richer than physical kin. It is a taste of heaven to 
come. 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship. Recently a young 
preacher called demanding two hours of my time tha t day to 
settle disfellowship. My time was filled. I offered him 45 minutes 
on f ellowship. This reveals a mentality that must be co1-re~ted. 
We are more interested in studying disfellowship than prac
ticing fellowship. We have disfellowshipped some who were never 
f ellowsh.ipped. You do not have the right to disfellowship a 
brother you have not fellowshipped! Many know more about 
"what's wrong" than "what's right." Many know more about 
"divorce" than "marriage." Galatians 6 seeks restoration. Sheep 
need "pastored" before "slaughtered." We are not in hollering 
distance of fellowship yet. Sheep are led not driven. Disfellow
ship is not punishment-members are neither "churched" nor 
"excommunicated." When elders act like wardens, members will 
act like convicts! Love brethren back! Don't scheme, coerce, and 
scare them back I Disfellowship is a last resort-not a first 
thought. Make fellowship so wonderful, so Christian, no man 
would dare lose it! 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship! Read Acts 2:42. 
This is a " Hall of Fame" verse ! Yet the "second listed" is ig
nored or neglected ! 

FELLOWSHIP I As a boy in a country church I was 
taught that this was the "Sunday contribution." Read Acts 
2 and 4! The power of Christianity was fe llowship. All were 
as one! Is this not what Jesus taught in John 13 about love, 
the badge of discipleship? Did not history say, "My, how they 
love one another?" In t he Gospel accounts Jesus is revealed 
having the "heart of a doctor" rather than the "mind of a 
lawyer." The Pharisees (lawyers) were in constant conflict. 
Jesus urged unity and compassion. H e taught peace making. 
Jesus n ever condemned anyone others had condemned. Even 
Judas was not disfellowshipped! Jesus never hunted heretics; 
he left that job to Pharisees. It is easier to become a Pharisee 
rather than a Christian! By the way, defenders of orthodoxy at·e 
seldom like Jesus! Beware lest you turn into the very monster 
you fight! If there is to be anything learned-God never in
tended for one man, group, or Church to tyrannize another! 
Think! 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship. As a people we are 
suspicious and against fellowship. "I don't need nobody." \'I am 
not a hamburger Christian." Money can be spent for doctrinal 
materials in V.B.S. but moneys must be collected from indi
viduals to pay for the "Gospel Koolaid." Money cannot be taken 
from the "Church Treasury" to finance fellowship. A Church 
asked me to lecture on "Fellowship." This observation was made. 
The preacher sheepishly handed me my check-it was designated 

"Benevolence Fund!" Kitchens, fellowship halls have divided 
many congregations. We can do just about anything but fel
lowship. Brethren that have fe llowship in their houses are com
mended! But must one "step off the Lord's property" to do his 
service? 

"We neither want nor need fellowship." Our concept is knowl
edge. "He knows better." Our answer to every problem is another 
lesson. "Skin them alive, preacher!" "A sermon is no good un
less it steps upon my toes." Most Of the Restoration pioneers 
could not be fellowshipped! Fellowship is far more t han know
ing right answers to selected questions. Aren't you glad the 
Prodigal Son found his father-not his "Elder Brother?" The 
Restoration Plea for uni ty now has nearly SO divisions ! Any 
scholar would be hard-pressed to find a Biblical example, com
mand, or need to split a Church! Division is the most heinous 
crime! Someone said "The Church of Chris t is the only army 
that shoots its wounded." Our factions speak louder than our 
words! God's house is not a "butcher shop." We need fellow
ship! " I need you and you need me !" It must not be a chore to 
tell brethren, "I love you and pray for you." We cannot be 
frozen together. Fellowship must be wanted and done. We are 
not simply an "anonymous group of spectators in worship." 

We cannot study with outsiders until we can study together! 
The most open, honest, prepared, free, and productive hour 
should be Sunday morning adult Bible study. We do not come 
to be indoctrinated with "Church Doctrine" but to think, ex
press, challenge, and agonize over God's Word! Brethren must 
not be " cut to pieces" with incorrect questions or comments. 
They mus t not be "preached at" during the dismissal prayer. 
The unity of the Spirit must be kept in the bond of peace. 

You do not have a member until he is in fellowship. May 
graduates our Seniors. 50% quit! But they never were in fellow
ship! They missed classes, never participated, came in late, and 
sat at the back I "Floating members" are not in fellowship. They 
just "show up to plug in." Fellowship can never be deeply de
veloped in a one-hour worship service. Brethren weak or in sin 
pull away from the fellowship when they need it most. You can
not help them until they clothe themselves in fellowship. The 
Church is a hospita' for sinners. This also explains a high mortal
ity rate in conversions-they never became part of the fellow
ship. This is free! Anyone who has no influence upon family and 
friends should not be sent out to evangelize (pick on) strangers I 
Too many soul winners have no concept of fellowship. A man 
who cannot make friends cannot save souls. Sinners cannot be 
computerized; they are not saved when right buttons are pushed! 
Fellowship is the soil of evangelism. 

I am a son (heir), father, and grandpa! I can be disin
herited; I can disinherit I But it is going to be major; it will 
be after all else fails! It wil l break my heart-hurt me as much 
or more than they! It will be a sad .day! As a preacher student 
we used to laugh about the gospel meeting report, "Had a great 
meeting-had 12 subt ractions!" ha, ha, ha. But this is not a 
laughing matter! These are 12 of God's children; they are my 
family. May God forgiYe and aid us to develop a fellowship so 
rich no man would dare lose it ! The power of clisfellowship is 
fellowship! 
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Worship and Serve 
When Jesus quoted "Thou Shalt Wor

ship the Lord thy God and Him only Shalt 
Thou Serve," he seems to have made a dis
tinction between the similar acts of wor
ship and ~ervice. 

He commanded both worship and ser
vice. They both emanate from the same 
trusting faith, respect, fear and love of 
Jehovah God. However, they are distinct 
acts as can be seen throughout the ages 
of Bible history. The same sword of God 
that is able to discern the fine differences 
between soul and spirit, thoughts and in
tents, can also distinguish between these 
two sublim"e concepts under discussion in 
Heb. 4:12. 

Look at the "worship" and "service" of 
Abraham as an example. He lived by faith. 
He obeyed God implicitly in his everyday 
life in all his dealings with God as well as 
with his wife, his children and his breth
ren. When God commanded him to depart 
from his country and go to a land that he 
would show him, he obeyed. As be jour
neyed toward Canaan )le came to the plain 
of Moreh where God appeared to him and 
spoke to him. Abraham built an altar 
there, as he did also at Bethel where he 
and God communed with one another. 

Later in his daily service, God com
manded Abraham to go yonder to Moriah 
"to worship" so he took with him some of 
the necessary elements to perform acts of 
worship, including a knife, some fire and 
some wood. His young son recognized that 
a necessary element was missing if God 
was to be worshipped when they reached 
the proper place. Here he paused in his 
obedient service to God to render a con
scious devotion to him, to worship. 

Our bodies are to be yielded to God in a 
spiritual service every day and in this 
sense everything we do is a laying down of 
our life upon an altar before God, hence 
a "reasonable service" translated as "spir
itual worship. This is the everyday life of 

In Spirit and Truth 
"For I desire steadfast love and not 

sacrifice, the knowledge of God, rather 
than burnt offerings," said Hosea in Chap
ter 6. Israel's worship had become like a 
corpse-a body with no life. When times 
of prosperity reigned, Israel was as good 
as dead so far as God was concerned. But 
when times of trouble came upon the na
tion they were quick to make sure every 
sacrifice was performed according to . 
God's instructions. Even though their 
form of worship was exact, they still 
lacked a life giving spirit. Israel was like 
a person who is alive only because a ma
chine is keeping the bodily functions 
going-all the functions are there but one 
is technically dead. God, being disgusted 
with the whole situation, decided to "pull 
the plug" and put an end to Israel's ar
tificial and faithless life. He did this in 
or.der that he might start all over again 
and create a new Israel, purged of her sin. 
Jesus and all those who place their lives 
in his care and control are that new crea
tion-God's new Israel. 
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ALVIN JENNINGS 

faithful service wherein we "come before 
t~e Lord and bow o~rselves before the 
high God;" Th~s i!lvolves justice, mercy 
and walkmg dally m humility before God 
(Micah 6:6-8). Without these, the dis
tmct acts of conscious veneration and 
bowing down before God become a 
mockery. 

God does not accept a man's worship di
rected to him when deliberate disobedience 
has marred the daily walk of service. The 
prophet said, "To obey is better than sac
rifice!" This was spoken to King Saul 
whom God rejected as king. 

There is a biblical distinction between 
specific acts wherein the Christian con
sciously renders adoration directed toward 
~od (tea~hing ~r. reading the Bible, sing
mg, praYing; gJvmg, breaking of bread), 
as contrasted with the everyday life of 
service and obedience to God. 

Jesus taught at the well in Samaria that 
the place of worship was no longer limited 
to any city, building or mountain. Wher
ever and whenever men direct adoration to 
God, either alone or in assemblies, such 
worship must be in spirit (having the right 
attitude, prostration of heart, etc.) and in 
truth (right elements, acts, times, etc. as 
prescribed in the law of Christ). 

We could say that "real worship is not 
something that depends on being in a cer
tain building." We could not say that "the 
church building is the place to worship." 
There was no church-owned property in 
apostolic days. 

Since God wants all men to be his wor
shippers, we should continue trying to 
define what true worship is. Some things 
are so great, ~o magnificent, so deep, so 
all encompassmg that they simply defy 
being reduced to simple delineations. Who 
can really define God, or who can really 
define worship? Even though our efforts 
seems grossly inadequate, let us keep on 
striving, reaching upward and trying. 

STEVE .BRADLEY 

I often wonder if God's "spiritual Is
rael" is heading for the same death as the 
first Israel. What would God say to 
Israel today concerning their worship? For 
I desire steadfast love and not weekly at
tendance; knowledge of God, rather than 
a church service. When life starts treating 
us well we soon take God for granted and 
worship him in form only-the "necessary" 
functions are there, but the body is dead. 
As physical beings in a physical world it 
is very easy for us to imagine our worship 
to God as a physical thing as well. But, 
"God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth." This 
means if we wish to worship God we must 
become spirit like he is. 

When a person turns from living a 
physical life to a spiritual life ruled by 
God, God resurrects that body that was 
artificially alive by putting his own Spirit 
in it. 

What a painful experience it must be 
for God's spirit when we occasionally try 
to go back to our physical state. Wouldn't 

it ·be silly for a person who· had been kept 
alive by a machine, to go back to that state 
of being, after having recovered? But 
that's exactly what we do when we begin 
to concentrate on the physical aspects of 
worship and ignore the spiritual aspect. 

There are several physical aspects of 
our worship that Jesus himself gave us 
not as forms of worship but as reminders 
or symbols of the kind of life we are to 
live. We must, therefore, concentrate all 
of our energy on the spiritual side of 
life. "Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children. And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God . . • for once you were in darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord; walk 
as children of light. For the fruit of light 
is bound in al that is good and right and 
true. And try to learn what is pleasing to 
the Lord," (Eph. 6:1-2, 8-10). Let's make 
a very special effort to find out what 
pleases God because our physical worship 
is worse than worthless when our spirit 
is not the very center of our worship. 
809% University Dr., Portales, N.M. 88130 

Talk to Your Missionariesl 
RAY HAWK 

Have you ever wanted to ,talk to your 
missionary in Europe, South America, 
Australia, or in Africa but the phone bill 
would be too much to carry on a very long 
conversation? Have you ever thought 
about amateur radio, known to many as 
ham radio? 

This morning I arose and got ready to 
go to the office. Around 7 A.M. CST I 
turned on my Kenwood TS180S amateur 
radio and pointed my beam toward Africa. 
I called 7P8BL four times and then gave 
my call once and asked, "Randy, are you 
there?" Randy Robertson, missionary in 
Maseru, Lesotho, South Africa was there 
and we talked for awhile before another 
friend came on. Later I spoke briefly with 
EL7K, David Cron, missionary in Mon
rovia, Liberia. Both these men are mem
bers of the Lord's church, working in Af
rica. They make contact with ham friends, 
both in and out of the church, from three 
to four times a week. 

Both Randy and David are graduates 
of Sunset School of Preaching. There is a 
Sunset Net that comes on each Saturday 
at 10 A.M. CST at 21.396 MHz. By listen
ing to this Net I came in contact with 
Randy and then through Randy became 
acquainted with David. Apparently Sun
set not only influences their graduates to 
become missionaries, but also to get into 
ham radio. Actually, the two go together! 

In January, 1980, the church at East 
Chester where I work, was in the process 
of sending Jerry and Kathy Cox to Mon
treal, Canada to work. We would be their 
sponsoring church and support them full
time. Jerry and I decided ham radio would 
be an excellent way to stay in contact with 
one another. Under the tutelage of Max 
Patterson, W A4LGD, evangelist with the 
Henderson, Tennessee church, we passed 
our Novice exam about the same time and 

Continued on page 11 
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Preaching In Homes 
RICHARD WALKER 

Preaching in homes is nothing new. It is as old as Christianity. 
In the early days, the Apostles preached in homes. They did this 
on a regular basis. For them it was nothing unusual. 

Acts 5:42 says, "And daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ." 

The Apostles did not confine their preaching to only a few 
homes. It says that they did this in "every house." The New 
American Standard reads, "from house to house." They were dis
tributing the gospel to each house. 

When the gospel came to our shores, here in America, it was 
also customary to preach in homes. Frontier preachers often 
preached in homes. When farmers hosted preaching in their 
homes, they gathered friends and neighbors to hear God's word. 

Today, however, it has become rare to have preaching in 
homes. This is strange, in view of the fact that homes today are 
relatively large, as compared with the past. 

Someone might object, "We do not have enough preachers 
to preach in homes!" This is not true. Every gospel preacher 
would welcome an invitation to preach in a private home. And 
there are many capable brethren, in addition to full-time preach
ers, who can bring a fine lesson from God's word. Often such 
brethren would like to be of greater service, but they are not 
called upon. Also many additional men would equip themselves 
for this valuable work, if homes became generally available for 
evangelistic preaching. 

A personal invitation is of supreme importance in getting 
neighbors and friends into the home for preaching. Only those 
who have been personally invited can be counted on to attend. 

Someone might feel, "I don't know anyone to invite!" Indeed, 
it may be difficult to think of someone, especially on the spur 
of the moment. But if a person thinks about it a little, and prays, 
he will remember an aunt or an uncle, or a childhood friend, 
who could be invited. And as he thinks more, his list will in
crease. 

Someone may ask, "Well, how should preaching be carried on 
in the home?" The answer is, there are many ways in which it 
can be done. Here are some suggestions which might help. 

1. Let the preacher stand up and preach for about 20 or 30 
minutes. This is sufficient time to give some instruction and to 
stir up the people's minds. 

2. After the preacher has preached for a while, he might ask 
if there are any questions or comments. This will give him an 
opportunity to learn what the people have on their minds and to 
deal with it. 

3. At the appropriate time, the preacher should offer a heart
felt invitation to obey the gospel. 

4. If anyone responds, requesting baptism, then baptize them 
"the same hour of the night." 

5. Prayer is also appropriate, at some point in the evening. 

6. Further, if it fits the occasion, and if it is convenient, re
freshments could be served. But don't ·refrain from having 
preaching for the lack of being able to offer refreshments. 

Yes, there is great merit in preaching in homes. The Apostles 
did it. Early preachers in this country did it. And in mission 
areas today, it is still .done. 

Preaching in homes, however, need not be restricted to places 
where the church is weak. There is an even greater opportunity 
where the church is strong. Where the church is strong, there 
are more homes to preach in. This is good. The more homes, the 
better. 

If a family decides to have preaching in the home, it will be a 
blessing. Each member of the family will benefit from it. This is 
something each family member can have a part in, even the chil
dren. Each can invite his or her friends to come and listen. And 
as friends and neighbors receive instruction in God's word, and 
are brought to the Lord, the whole family will have cause to 
rejoice. It will strengthen the family. 

Think what it would mean, if a whole congregation of people 
in some city were to undertake to arrange preaching in the 
homes of its community! The congregation's outreach would be 
greatly increased. Instead of 3 sermons a week, the congrega
tion could produce many times that many. This would have an 
impact on the community. 

And if there could be a resurgence of evangelistic preaching 
in private homes all across the nation, by God's grace, literally 
thousands of additional sermons could be preached each week. 

What would the results be? Good results will follow, where 
gospel preaching is done. The gospel will bear fruit today. It is 
still powerful and effective. If it is preached, souls will be 
saved. Sons will be brought to glory and angels will rejoice! 

109 Pine, Klamath Falls, Ore. 97601 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '7876'7 
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OCC ANNOUNCES PLANS TO 
PUBLISH CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE 

Oklahoma Christian College unveiled 
plans to assume the publication of the 
Christian Chronicle at a gathering of 
Christian journalis ts on the campus. The 
38 year old publication was recently given 
to the college by the pape1Js board of di
rectors. 

Howard Nor ton, member of the OCC 
Bible faculty and veteran missionary to 
Brazil will serve as editor. The paper will 
continue to place strong emphasis on do
mestic and foreign mission programs, as 
it did under t he editorsh ip of John Beck
loff who r ecently retired from the post 
to pursue pi·ivate business interests. 

The paper was founded in Dallas in 
1943, by the late Olan L. Hicks , and was 
committed to presenting the news of the 
brotherhood and to a strong editorial 
policy. 

OCC invisions its role as publisher as a 
service to the brotherhood. 

T. W. Phillips II, P.O. Box 67, Rosemead, 
CA 91770, March 3, 1981: This past Sun
day, March 1st I was able to be back in the 
pulpit at 625 E. Dewey, San Gabriel con
gregation after an absence of three months 
due to hospi tal stay from another heart 
attack and major surgery. Dr. Fauble 
tells me that I can expect f ull recovery. 
We had inspiring services both times 
Sunday with Brother Allen Wai J ang 
speaking at night on "Creation and the 

Infallibility of the Script ures" illustrated 
with slides. There were two adult bap
tisms a t the evening service. The San Ga-

briel church is in i ts best spiritual condi
t ion ever with the largest contributions 
in its history. 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-IOII 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Ideally located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• Operating Since 1970 
• l ocated 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 

i ...... The Third Annual 

: Southeastern Sou/Saving Workshop 

• i 
i : • 

University of 
W est Florida. 

Pensacola., Florida. 

June 14- 17 

Childrens Activities 

A.ttended Nursery 

Youth Program 

Featuring 

JOE BEAM 

HEAR THESE 

MEN AND WOMEN OF GOD 

Ray Walker-Nashville, TN 
Jim Massey-Florence, AL 
Wayne Kilpatrick-Birmingham, AL 
Richard Rogers-Lubbock, TX 
Marshall Underwood-Mobile, AL 
Terry Hanna-Niceville, FL 
Nick Young-Anderson, IN 
Joe Beam- Montgomery, AL 
Debbie Young-Anderson, IN 
Dr. E. R. Brannan-Montgomery, AL 
Joe Bean-Montgomery, AL 
Doug Parsons-Midland, TX 
Charlie Soddy- Orlando, FL 
Don Yelton-West Monroe, L.A 
Rex Turner- Montgomery, AL 
Hugo McCord-Midwest City, OK 
Howard Norton-Edmund, OK 
Boyd Williams-Franklin, IN 
T. Pierce Brown-Winter Park, FL 
Dale Smith-Sulphur Springs, TX 
John Waddy-Knoxville, TX 
Ivan Stewart-Oklahoma City, OK 
John Hurt-Joelton, TN 

FOF COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE: ~~~~~~~~Fo~~arc~~~~more, MD 

lottie Ellis-Nashville, TN i Southeastern SoulSaving Workship Neal Pryor-searcy, AR 

: P.O. Box 4171, Pensacola, Florida 32507 (Telephone 904·456-8793) 

....................... ~ ....... . 
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ASIA EVANGELISM PROGRAM 

Harvey M. Starling 

Harvey M. Starling, an evangelist of 
the Darby Drive church, is heading an 
extensive new program to help evangelize 
several nations in Asia. 

Starling, who has resigned from his 
work as an instructor at International 
Bible College in Florence, Alabama, has 

been making regular trips to various na
t ions in Asia since 1969 to preach in spe
cial meetings and to teach training classes. 

Harvey and his wife, Pat, have just re
turned from work in India, Sri Lanka , 
Malaysia and Thailand and they are plan
ning other trips for the future. 

The new thrust will mainly be directed 
toward India, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. 

Those interested in learning more of 
this work may contact him at the Darby 
Drive church, 2002 Darby Drive, Florence, 
Alabama 35630. 

TALK TO YOUR MISSIONARIES! 
(Continued from page 8) 

within six weeks r eceived our license to 
operate. Both of us bought our own r adios 
and antenna equipment. 

Elders, Take Note 
If a congregation is involved in mission 

work, they should try to get their evan
gelists in those mission a reas interested in 
ham radio. For around $1,000 a good 

California.. 
Chut-ch Mergers 
a.-. d I ncotpotnttons 

6yron 0. Grov-cts_ Attomey 
001 N. Pa.,-kOZnbzt: 5a.tda. Ana. 

Catifom[a. 9ZfO~ 
(714) 54-9-5369 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOit 

The San Fernando Valley Christian School is accepting applications for 
the position of Administrator. 

Bachelor's degree and 3-5 years related experience requ ired-Master's 
degree preferred. Sa lary negotiab le. Excellent fringe benefits. 

Applications also accepte.d fo r teachers of high school English, Science
Math, German and Typing. 

Contact Mr. Frank Hol laday, Chairman of the Board, at phone (213) 
365-7157 fo r application procedures and requirements. It is anticipated 
that an appointment to the positi on wi ll be made by June 1, 1981. 

1980 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will inc1·ease in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1979 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

second-hand station with transceiver, 
beam, and amplifier could be purchased. 
When conditions are good, one does not 
need an amplifier on 10 meters. I have 
talked with h ams from Sweden to South 
Africa a nd from Australia to Japan with
out an amplifier on both 10 and 15 meters. 

Ham radio is a good way to contact your 
missionary, stay in contact with other 
preachers and brethren all over the world. 
Why not investigate this expedient? 
1461 East Chester Street, Jackson, Ten
nessee 38301 

COME WITH US 
To 

SOUTH AMERICA 
July 7 to 26, 1981 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING -GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901 -683·1678 

901 -761·1350 

Available for Shipment- Now 

Firm Foundation 
Commut?-ion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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BROWNS READ F OR NEW ZEALAND 
LIBUARY NEEDED 

The Otumoetai School of Biblical 
Studies which will beg in in Feb. 1982 is a 
work of the New Zealand Christians, with 
the Lakewood Church of Christ in Lake
wood, Colorado overseeing. The school will 

be patterned after the two-year schools of 
preaching in i he Unit ed States. 

The Terry Brown family will be leavin g 
in March to work as a full -time facul ty 
member in the school. Brother Brown has 
taught Bible at Lubbock Christian College 
s ince 1975, as well as preaching for the 
Southside Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
H e will be sponsored by Southside while 
in New Zealand. 

If you have books, or a complete l ibrary 
which could be donated to lhe Otumoetai 
School of Biblical Studies, it would fill a 
great need. Contact Terry Brown in care 
of Southside Church of Christ, 1409 23rd, 
Lubbock, Texas 79405. 

lXCLUDE YOUR ZIP COD E 
When you send In o. list oC now subscrlp· 

lions to the Firm FoundntJon, please be 
aur e each has tho proper Zip Code numbe r 
a.Cter the city and state. 

Reprints of ony single pogo article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to rotiro, and we're 
searching (or a maturo, oxporionced man to 
step in and continuo growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a building program scheduled 
lor comfletion in December 1981. Will con
sider al applicants as getting tho right man 
is most important. Six room homo available. 
For additional Information, sond Iotter of in· 
quiry and rosume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harrisburg, 11. 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-64 15. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOl OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY.2, 1981-AUGUST :31 , 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Di rector of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

~------~}--------~~c~::::~~~~:-ti~~~~=~~=~P-----l 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN COLORADO 

PUEBLO, COLORADO 

JUNE 11-12-13 

! at-~o·n KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ~ 
1 

.U Doug Parsons G. P. Hole Roy H. Lanier, Jr. 1 
i PROGRAMS June 11 June 12 June 13 ~ 

~ Jail Ministry OTHER SPEAKERS ~ 
i Spanish Ministry Johnny Jackson Lawson Mayo Kelly Lawson ~ 
~ Christian Schools Ed Wharton Tom Hicks Lynn Yocum ~ 
r Missionary Work Ma.,ine Mayo Gerald Paden Mike Myers ~ 
l Dennis Kelly Warren Wilcox Dr. Larry Fitzgerald i 
~ Personal Evangelism Marvin Crowson Margarite Gray Leslie Mize c 
~ Bruce \XTadzeck Norman Gipson Leonard Gray l 

~ SINGING Manuel Jaramillo ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Paul Rogers H ousing A ccommodatio11s ~ 
~ University D ormitory Christirm H omes ~ 
[ For M ore Informal ion Jl,fotels & Campgrormds i 
~ Conlflct ~ 
t SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST l nterpretatio1l fo r the Deaf ~ l 1635 SoUih Pueblo Blvd. ~ 
l Pueblo, Colorado 8 1005 Attend the Workshop - V rrcatio1l in Colorful Colorado ~ 
I 303/564-3873 ~ 
_.._.._ . ...,., ........... _.....,..~---·..-.......-..-.. ~.-·-.. _..-,.,_._.._._. ______ ,_,_.. ___ _. . .._.._,_ ........... _....,.,..._._~·-....,.....,._,.-. ..,.,.. .. _._ ... 
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TWO FAMILIES GOING TO GHANA 

The Aaron Martinez Family 

The Josiah Tilton Family 

The Univers ity Dr. church of Church, 
1500 Univer sity Dr., Pontiac, Mi. 48057, 
is sponsoring two families in a mission 
work work in Ghana, West Af r ica. T he 
Aaron Mar t inez family and the J os iah 
Til ton family will be moving to Ghana 
September 7, 1981 and will be s taying for 
at least two years. They will be working 
with t he Tema congregation in Gha na . 
Both couples have been to Ghana on cam
paigns before. They are still in need of 
support f or t his effort . Contact the Uni
versity Dr. E lders, 1500 University Drive, 
Pontiac, Mich. 48057. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
fes nc" accepted. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, T enn. 38118 
Roy ]. Hearn, Di1·ector 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write o r call for cata log 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

TWO-DAY SEMINAR FOR CHRISTIAN 
COUNSELORS SET APRIL 23-24 AT 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

bers , misbehavior of children, alcoholism 
and drug a ddiction, and poor self-image. 

"Helping Families in Trouble" is the 
t heme of Pepperdine Univer s it y's f ifth 
annual seminar for Christ ian counselors 
and concerned Christian leaders, scheduled 
Apr il 23-24 on the University's Seaver 
College campus in Malibu. 

Sessions both days wi ll explore com
pelling issues facing growing numbers of 
family groups today, including breakdoWJ1 
of communicat ions, abuse of family mem-

Featured as seminar leaders are Rusty 
Bolton, minister of counseling and evan
gelism at the College Church of Christ in 
Fresno, Dr. John Free, professor of minis
t erial counseling at P epperdine and Dr. 
Thomas Milholland, professor of family 
life studies a t Abilene Christian Univer
sity. 

For f urther information and reserva
tions, cont act Glenda Ta ylor, department 
of chm ch services, Pepperdine University. 

FR 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Flor ida Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will train for 2 years 
with view toward preaching. 

NO TUITION - LIMITED SCHOLARSIDPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL - ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Ben efits 
Non-Discriminatory 

CONSERVATIVE - SOUND FACULTY 

~f\1 I 
~I 

B. C. Carr, Director 
Business Phone 813-683-4043 
Home Phone 813-688-5949 

YOUR ATTENDANCE! 

Eighth Annual 
Jail/Prison 
Workshop 

FRE 

.....1 

Raytown Church of Christ 
6000 Blue R1dge Boulevard 
Ra,to•n M>!SOUII 64133 

Phone 3)3·3873 
T OPICS 

iiQ 
ji.J 

GREAT REWARD FOR DISCUSSIOI'i INCLUDE: 
GREt\1' tlE\\'AHOS awai t you by llltt t nd ing t his 

unique Seminar . llc m oti\'at t'd by joining wi th o thtrs 

in God'• Arnl )' as it m:.r-t:ho beh ind the- wall s of Ja ils 
and Priw nJ of our na t ion . lr wc: y, jll J o the: p la nting 
o.nd wa tering, God will g ive: th e incrca u ···that holds 

tnu cm y u:lr~trt'-·1'1'•" b.-hind prit orr u~ulb! 

"Tullu With ~:o;.vccnwicu. 

Cr-imr und th r Co m munity . 
It's A PumilyAffuiJ'. 
T he .U o>uning of Purolr . 
• U n hod• i n 7'"uching lr1 l 1riso,•sl)ulls . 
/)y mnnics f or Church lnt 'Oh ·tmr nt, 
T ro ch inR thr lroman l 11matv . 

llO YOU KS O\\' someone in l:.il or pr ison? 
P erhaps u hu~b:&nd or \II i(e , a son or d aughter , :a n 
uncle or :.~unt, or just a rricnd Clr nC'i ghhor? \\'h :tt c::~•n 
y ou do :.bn ut cr imt:?! l-Ine- hi your cho.nc c to know 
m ort. Here is wh ac Ju us Chri.~t is dolnK in j:.ils a nd 
pr isons ove r the country~ 

A ·r uiiiiVith t l Wurd"" · 
n'orldng •vit h T rrnag rrs . 
D~&J tingtuith /'1 roblrnr Childr~n . 

£ff tcl h' t: Fauu'Jy (Aunu li"R· 
Childrt-" anrl th l' Court~. 
DiuluRU' on l ttlll;4lt' M u ,.ritJflr & {)h o ,.t:r . 
Thr church tHtd thlf F..x· Off•n d rr. 
t iN !) .H t i N\' OTIIERS . .. . 

JUNE 18, 19 & 20, 1981 
Everyone Welcome! 

~1 

.. 
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BOOKS .Jn Review 
A THIRD WAY. Paul Lederach. Herald 
Press. 148p. $8.05 

The ave·rage person has little opportu· 
nity to study the unique position of the 
Mennonite church on the nature of the 
kingdom, the church, salvation and ~v.en 
on Jesus. Views of peace, even politics 
that are peculiar to the group are system
atically studied. An expert in the Men
onite faith explains why the church con
siders itself a viable "third way" as op
posed to both protestantism and Roman 
Catholism. 

MISSION FOCUS: Current Issues. Wil
bert Shenk. Herald Press. 488p. $13.85 

The Editor of the collection of papers 
in this book is Secretary for Overseas 
missions of the Mennonite church. The 
Mennonites have a growing number of 
missionary enterprizes and these lectures 
are penetrating in nature as they address 
themselves to general missions problems. 
An imposing array of experts in mission 
work are presented, and their views are 
very much worth considering. 

SERMONS ON THE TEN COMMAND
MENTS. John Stacy. Stacy Pub. llOp. $5 

After dealing with the background of 
the Ten Commandments, and misconcep
tions concerning t hem, the a uthor presents 
one extended sermon outline on each of 
the commandments. Usable and practical 
sermon material. 

THE DEW BREAKERS. Dow Merritt. 
Choate. 240p. $8 

Public demand for the fascinating story 
of Brother Merrit's work in Zambi, as 
told by himself has brought about a re
print. It is a series of stories about events 
in the lives of those who pioneered the 
work of the Kingdom in Africa. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE FIRST 
EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 
Mike Willis. Cogdill Found. 633p. $8.95 

A verse by verse commentary. A unique 
feature is the Greek text following the 
English text for in most but not all the 
verses. Footnotes give some interesting 
sidelights. Comparative translations are 
often given to clarify meaning. The chief 
forte of the book is its insights into the 
original lang uage. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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IS THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR ME? Har
vey Floyd. 20th Century Ch1·istian. 128p. 
$4.95 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

F loyd, a professor of ·Bible and Greek at 
David Lipscomb College has produced a 
fine thirteen lesson study book along con
ventional lines of our understanding of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. This one is unique 
in that it provides exegetical comment on 
verses in the New Testament dealing with 
the Spirit. Meaty, lucid and well designed. 
It should be a good study guide on the 
subject. 

All books reviewed here may be purchased from 
tho Firm Foundation Publishing Hou.e. P lease add 
$!.00 for postage and handling on orders o! $10.00 
or less; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458-
8402. NO TUITION. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1·5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960-2316 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PRElll:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, D irecto r 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Train ing 
• No Tuition • "What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trai l, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617·282-3911 

~-·-~-~~-~~-~~-a-D_D_CI_,._.,_D_D-..u_n_D_D_O_D_D_D_D_D_D_D_D_D_I_l•) 

I CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, TexPS 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 I 

._ ·-·-~~-~ .. ·--·---·---· .. --~~--~---·---·---·--·---·--~~~--·---·---·---~~--·---· ... -~11--·---·---·---·---o>oOo 

Foundation School of Church Music 
June 8-19 

Please enroll 

NAME, __________ ADDRESS, ____ _ 

CITY _______ STATE _ _ _ ZIP _ __ _ 
In the Foundation School of Chu1·ch Music for the 1981 term, 
June 8-19. Enclosed please find $135 for tuition, room, and board. 

Signed ________________________________ _ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 19, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
AdvertlsinS" in this section $1.50 per line. Desi&'lled especially to accommodate co~tions 

aulvertlslng meeting placu, preachers seeking work or congreeationa seeking preaehen. Also other 
acceptable mntter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
6U-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENV~ COLOEUUBO ~ 
L4.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .J.A.PAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corn9r of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. {Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & ·historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with u~r-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. · 
OHA.THA..M, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.. - A.NCHORA.G:m CHlJRCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BAY .&aiDA. SCIJOOI.i OF PRIDA.CHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Pleasantoll, Callforula 94568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI·, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16556 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department, 2432 27th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
R="'E=L:-:1:-::G::I'=o~u=-=s=--=B::':O::-:O:'::K=s::--:.BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgma A. vc.. 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Offla.t 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, MID, 4'10-4058, 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806-
744-8012/0581. 
VVltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3760 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (606) 266-6876. 
Full time evangellst needed at Southside, Syracuse, 
N.Y. Good personal worker, mature in gospel, ex
perienced; exciting potential for growth In a large 
metropolitan area. Must furnish most of your own 
support. Contact: John Coomey at 103 Brendan 
Way, Syracuse 13219: or Aubry McCrimmon at 210 
Mott Rd., Fayettville, N.Y. 13066. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
Interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689-
7726 (day) or 612-689-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, '78055. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707 I 448-3557." 

.. A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing congregation of 
13 families (19 adult members). We urgently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify as an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, C/0 DON 
McPHERSON, P .0. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 64956. Thank you. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 
ATI"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 

JEEPS,CARS,TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies, many sell for 
under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 Ext. #566 for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
TAPE LIBRARY FOR CHUR;;;;:CH=.. ""'ES==--=o""'F,-..,.CH=R=Is=T=-: 
Contains 300 sermons by Church of Christ speakers, 
covering 120 subjects, on 160 cassettes. Standard 
package includes steel storage cabinet, check out 
card stystem, and catalogue. For further particulars, 
write to MOMENTOUS MESSAGES, P. 0. Box 
1269, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-For preaching appoint
ments in Oklahoma. Employed by State of Okla
homa as a Specialist in Youth Guidance. Holds de
gree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman College. 
Resume with references submitted upon request. 
Phone 405-275-8249. 
SAVE ON CHURCH PROPERTY INSURANCE 
through new property insurance program for Texas 
congregations. 26% Dividend. For more information 
contact Ben F. See, 1734 S. Clack, Suite F, Abilene, 
Texas 79605. (915) 692-5085. Agents welcome. 

Minister Wanted 
Salary: $25,000 a year plus benefits. Qualifications: 
Minimum of 6 years experience, married, children, 
strong background in personal evangelism. Work to 
start approximately July 1, 1981. Forward resume 
to Church of Christ, 600 Vinton Ave., Pomona, CA 
91767, Attn.: Elders. Well-established congregation. 
Approximately 350 members, 7 man eldership, 3 
ministers (college, prison and pulpit). 
FOR SALE: Rex-Rotary 660 mimeograph machine. 
Little used and in excellent condition. Also have 
11 quires of bulletin stencils and regular stencils. 
Price: $200. If interested, write Erick church of 
Christ, Box 26, Erick, OK 73646 or call (405) 
526-3397. 
WHIPPANY, NEW JERSEY, 270 Whippany Rd., 
07981. This church is hosting Dr. Frank Pack, 
evo.ngelist and teacher, head of the religion depart
ment of Pepperdlne University, In a 3-day-8 session 
seminar focused upon New Testament Spirituality. 
Dates are May 28, 29, 30. Each session Includes a 
question and answer period. Northeastern leaders 
contact Curtis Stamps (201) 887-4186 for more 
info-limited lodging will be available. 
"Preacher wanted in beautiful rural Alpine, Texas. 
Alpine Church of Christ Is needing a preacher. 
House furnished and part of utilities. About 70 mem
bers. If interested, please call Johnnie Perkins at 
916/837-2040. Position available July 1, 1981." 

IDLE BIBLE CALL EQUIPMENT 
Put it to work at one of the oldest operations-New 
Orleans Bible Call. Your equipment can help us 
continue to reach souls. Write BIBLE CALL, 7301 
Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, La. 70127 or call J. 
Warren Casey, 604/568-0322. 

PRESCO'M' VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
CaU COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-8188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY", P.O. BOX 541~L.._!!WY 69 1-602-772-9750 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, A.tU:CtONA 86812. 

"'VISITING THE SICK'' 
Are you a help or a hinderance 1 For a free copy 
of some practice suggestions for VISITING THE 
SICK, send a long, SA.SE ("361/) to Caring Ministry
Fl. Box 1316, Abilene, Texas '79604. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, fuU time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

CARACAS SCHOOL OF 
BIBLICAL STUDIES 

The Caracas School of Biblical Studies 
has accelerated in enrollment in the last 
year from 8 students to 60 students and 
they expect to have over 100 students be
fore the end of 1981. 

They are in desperate need of textbooks 
to meet the needs of their larger enroll
ment. They have just purchased $2,000.00 
worth books on credit and not only do they 
need to pay these off but they could use 
approximately that same amount still. 

They are sponsored by the Sandy 
Springs Church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon 
Highway NE, Atlanta, GA 30328. Any 
monies, etc. can be sent to him in care of 
this address. 

Pueblo, Colorado 
On June 11-12-13, the Church of Christ, 

Southwest, 1635 So. Pueblo Blvd., will pre
sent the Second Annual Rocky Mountain 
Soul Winning Workshop. 

Keynote speakers will be: Thursday 
night-Douglas Parsons; Friday night
G. P. Holt, and Saturday night-Roy H. 
Lanier, Jr. 

Many more of the finest speakers of the 
brotherhood will be on the program again 
this year. The workshop will be held at 
the Southern Colorado University Center. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. I 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. • 
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NEW! Walk back into the ages and 
prove the Bible is true! 

oNLY$69.95 PROOF FROM THE PAST: How 
complete Archaeology Confirms the Bible 

Your members can now see earth-shaking discoveries in 
archaeology that prove the truth of the Bible. The five ftlm
strips and cassettes add new meaning to adult, high school, 
junior high classes. Complete teacher aids, Guidebook and 
Review Sheets. Each dramatic narration is 17 minutes long-
400 exciting color pictures in the set. Written by B.J . Humble, 
Ph.D, one of the leading scholars in the church on Biblical 
Archaeology. 

~-as!ill ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

NEW! Helps make ev~ryone 
an effective personal worker! 

BAXTER PERSONAL 
WORK SERIES: Why and 
How To Be a New 
Testament Christian 
Three half-hour studies which contain everything 
to help experienced or new personal workers lead 
others to Christ. Written by Batsell Barrett Baxter, 
preacher, educator, author and radio and television 
speaker, this new series is designed for conversions. 
Complete with 3 filmstrips and cassettes, personal 
Worker's Manual. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610 Austin Texas 78767 

ONLY$69.
95 

complete 

ONLY $49.95 NEW! Explore the Restoration Movement in America 

complete 
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and strengthen your faith! 

BACK TO THE BIBLE: How 
We Got There, How We'll 
Stay There Gain a fresh insight into the 

struggles of Jesus' followers. BACK TO THE BIBLE is a 
lesson in faith, a recommitment to New Testament Chris
tianity to inspire and strengthen every member of your 
congregation. A new series of 4 filmstrips and cassettes 
that belongs in every church library. Perfect for 4th grade 
through Adult classes, midweek services, visitation pro
grams. Written by B.J. Humble, one o f the church's 
leading scholars of the Restoration movement. 

ORDER TODAY! 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE the crowd at the 1980 Yosemite Family 

Encampment spilled out over the valley floor as more than 6,000 attended 
last year's event. Communion was serve d to over 5,300 on Sunday morning. 

Paul Methvin, for many years promoter of the event, is shown here opening 

the encampment. This is .by 
1
far the largest family encampment among the 

brethren. The summe'r's activities for 1981 are scheduled in the beautiful 

Yosemite National Park for J uly 26-3 1. 

Austin, Texas, .VIay 26, 1981 

INS IDt TH IS ISSUE 

Self Denying Leadership ..... . . . . ..... . . .. .. .. . ... . . . . .. •.. . . . 2 
The Church Under Attack- Dilbeck . . . .... . .... .. . . .. . .. . ... ... .. .. . 3 
Why Preachers Salaries Ought to Be Higher Than Average . . ..... .. ... .4 
Sermon Material-The Church and Tho Kingdom-Ellis ... . .. ... . .. . .. . 5 
Follow Me-Singleton .... . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .... . . . ..... . •..... 4 
Putting a Label on the Libe rai-Chouinard .. .... . ... . . . . . . ...... . ... . 6 
Disfollowship (2 )-Hodge . .. . .... .. ..... . . . .. . ... . . .. . . . . . • ...... . 7 
The Church in Arkansas- Wilson ..... .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. • ....... 8 
The Ministe r's Battle Against Time-Kyker . .. . . . . . .. . . . •. ..... . . . ... . 9 



Self-Denying Leadership 

There is self-serving leadership, and then there is 
self-denying leadership. The former far outnumber the 
latter. Business and industry are well acquainted with 
both types . .An:d so is the church. Some struggle to the 
top, stepping on the fallen and defeated forms of their 
foes. They .do not last long, and they find it extremely 
lonesome at the top. Others may rise more slowly, but 
if they are elevated by those they have served they have 
prospect of staying much longer. 

The company whose employees come first, and whose 
manager looks after his peopl~the people who put him 
where he is-usually succeeds and lasts a lot longer 
than the company that is run by someone who won the 
power struggle. 

And so it is with churches. A congregation led by ser
vant-elders fares much better than one bossed by a 
board of directors. A congregation served by a servant
minister prospers much more than one which suffers 
through the antics of a rule or ruin preacher. The mem
bers volunteer more frequently to do more work. The 
church has harmony and enjoys more peace and pros
perity. That isn't an accident. It is the result of the 
elders putting the people who support them first, or the 
preacher considering others before himself. The congre
gation will .deliver its full potential only when its lead
ers serve and lead, rather than attend board meetings 
and call shots. 

When elders and preachers get their minds off of lack 
of growth and center them on self denial and servant 
leadership followers will come out of the woodwork. 

So long as the chief concern and first priority of lead
ership is making a living and attending to personal 
concerns while they sit on a board of directors over a 
local church we will have problems with the sheep. 

We think it would be an excellent idea if churches 
would quit trying to turn out leaders and start turning 
out servants. The servants would automatically become 
leaders. In our seminars and workshops we are ever 
learning but never coming to a knowledge of the truth
a knowledge that comes from personal service and per
sonal involvement. We keep pushing an ineffectual right 
way of doing things, hoping that the method will make 
up for our lack of service. It will not. We end up by laud
ing a right way of doing nothing. It is time we begin to 
look around us for those who are really getting things 
done. 

A majority of Joy Bus ministries have gone down 
the drain simply ·because brethren found that it took 
persistent, hard work to keep them going. When the fad 
wore off and they tired of it, some gave a sop to their 
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consciences by hiring a "bus minister," but most just 
quit. We believe a good place to look for leadership ma
~erial in the church today is among the few brave souls 
who never quit. 

If getting instead of giving is the elder's, or preach
er's goal, he will become manipulating and conniving, 
whether he realizes it or not. Everyone else will be 
wrong and he will be right, and like a wounded animal
backed into a corner-he may become vicious and as
sume a defensive posture rather than a shepherding 
role. 

Participating management in business involves a 
sharing ori the part of management and labor. It is not 
a bossing of hired help any more. And so it is in the 
church. Self-denying leadership does not think up goals 
and taRks and lay them on the people. They get input 
from the people and then set goals. They put the con
gregation and its needs first and themselves last. 

We suspect that shot calling elders suffer from a poor 
self-image, and that the ghost of unworthiness haunts 
them. Put-downs of others may be partial compensation 
for some preachers. We are what we assume about our
selves. Not to be in control at all times is frightening to 
some. Sometimes the wrong kind of leadership engages 
in brow-beating ego trips at the expense of others. "If 
they don't shape up, we will do things to them." This is 
all too often the concept of church discipline. If they do 
not obey us and report to us, we will apply the pressure. 
After all, the Lord gave us that right you know; we are 
their leaders ! 

It is extremely difficult to be self-less. It isn't easy to 
follow the Bible's injunction to "account others better 
than ourselves." It is contrary to our human nature. Yet 
this is the very self-denying posture that God demands 
of us, and that Jesus said was the badge of true dis
cipleship. 

The shepherd would lay down his life for the sheep. 
Obvious to personal cost, Jesus went to the cross. In 
doing so he set us an example of self-denial. It doesn't 
make sense that Jesus would establish a governing body 
in a local church that set policies for others and that 
does not feel the obligation to out-do them all in fulfill
ing those policies. Elders must "count not their lives 
dear unto themselves" if they are to lead God's people. 
If one would exercise spiritual authority he must first 
demonstrate spiritual responsibility. 
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The Church Under Attack 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

When Mary took the child Jesus to the temple, Simeon took 
him into his arms and said: "Behold this child is set for the 
falling and rising of many in Israel; for a sign which is spoken 
against" (Luke 2 :34-35). The word translated against is antilego 
and expresses the idea of opposition to. . • . It was the divine 
purpose that the manifestation of the Messiah should cause the 
crisis just described; men must decide either to join or to oppose 
him. 

Those nominal members of the body of Christ who today want 
to walk hand in glove with the world and/or the sects should 
read the Gospels to discover what men did to Christ himself, the 
holy, righteous, loving Son of God, and begin to get some concep
tion of the awful depravity and perversion of human nature. 
Mark tells us that even the disciples of Christ were offended in 
him. When the Son of God was under arrest Peter denied him, 
Judas betrayed him, and "all forsook him and fled." The Jewish 
authorities spat on him, buffeted him and struck him with open 
hands. He was scourged, clothed with mock purple, crowned with 
a wreath of thorns and saluted in mockery. Those who passed by 
the cross reviled him and mocked him. Finally, the two thieves 
being crucified with him reviled him. 

There is a new breed in the Lord's church looking for re
spectability in the world. They are seeking acceptance with our 
sectarian neighbors. They seem not to realize that our Lord him
self, before he died, told his disciples that if they were faithful to 
him they would be reproached and, like him, they would be per
secuted, and that their work would occasion many adversaries 
opposed to them. 

The Lord's church had scarcely been established when the 
apostles were assaulted by the Jewish authorities. ~he pri~sts 
and the Sadducees laid hold of the Apostles, put them mto prison 
for preaching the Gospel and otherwise threatened them. After 
the Apostles performed miracles, they were apprehended, put 

.-into prison, beaten, and charge$! not to speak in the name of 
Jesus. 

Moreover the servants of Christ must die, and so these. au
thorities "n'ot able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by 
which. . . ." Stephen spoke, brought forth false witnesses, and 
condemned him to death. 

Paul himself appears on the scene with ecclesiastical power, 
drags believers from their homes, and condemns them to punish
ment. James, the brother of John is killed by Herod and then 
Peter is apprehended. These incidents as recorded between the 
fourth chapter of Acts and the twelfth are sufficient to make the 
point even if we did not have secular history to record that all 
but one of the Apostles died a violent death. 

Paul faced paganism for the first time on the Island of 
Paphos. It was ·here that as he procliamed the word of God 
"Eiymas the sorcerer withstood him, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith." Bar-Jesus represented the strongest in
fluence on the human will that existed in the Roman world, an 
influence which must be destroyed by Christianity, if the latter 
tried to conquer the empire. This was the purpose of this evil 
man-to keep Sergius Paulus who asked the Apostles to teach 
him the word of God from becoming a Christian. There are those 
today who deserve the same condemnation which Paul pro
nounced against Elymas: "enemy of all righteousness." 

"When the Jews saw the multitudes that came to hear the 
word of God they were filled with jealousy and contradicted the 

things which were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed" (Acts 13: 
45). Paul later referred to these Jews as those "who killed both 
the Lord Jesus and the prophets and who have driven many 
forth; a people displeasing to God and enemies of all mankind, 
who did hinder me from speaking to the Gentiles for their salva
tion; continuing to fill up the measure of their sins." 

Why should we expect acceptance today from the world, when 
Paul spoke of the many ad11ersaries who opposed his work? 
There are today, just as there were nineteen hundred years ago, 
enemies of the cross, and enemies of the gospel. 

"There arose false prophets also among the people, as among 
you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privly bring in 
destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought them, 
brinnging upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall fol
low their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the way of the 
truth shall be evil spoken of. And in coveteousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you." "Who is the liar 
but that he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? This is the anti
christ, even he that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever 
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father; he that con
fesseth the Son hath the Father also." "For there are certain 
men crept in privily, even they who were of old written of be
forehand unto this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the 
grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying our only Mas
ter and Lord, Jesus Christ." 

The antagonism of the world to Christianity was so great that 
the Greek word martus, translated witness, early came to mean 
not only one who bears testimony, but one who dies because of 
his testimony, a martyr of his faith. And so, in the book of 
Revelation, Antipas of Pergamos who is spoken of as "my 
witness" is interchangeably referred to as the one "who was 
killed among you. Does this not show what power it is that op
poses Christianity?' 

Dear Brother, if you expect acceptance of the world, you will 
have to be of the world. Christ and his apostles suffered every 
form of persecution, the hatred of the world, of men and of 
Satan.' Christ and his Apostles have united in warning faithful 
Christians that they should expect the same antagonism, and 
the same persecution. "Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you. 
and when they shall separate you from their company, and re
proach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of ~an's 
sake:" Lord, what will happen to your followers? They wlll be: 

Separated from the religious groups of their day. 
Hated 
Reproached 
Cast out as evil. 
"The main characteristic of the attack upon, and defense of 

Christianity is that it is all along the line. Forces that have been 
gathering fo; centuries are concentrating simultaneously. 
Forces of science and philosophy hitherto at war have made 
peace with each other that they may attack the common foe, viz., 
Christianity." Henry B. Smith. APOLOGETICS p. 11 

"Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and persecute 
you, nad say all manner of evil against you f~lsely, for my sak~. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great IS your reward m 
heaven; for so persecuted they the prophets that were before 
you" (Matt. 5:11-12). 

4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 
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Why Preachers' Salaries Ought_ To Be Higher Than "Average" 
-the preacher, even 

PRESSURE more than most doctors 
today, is on call 24 hours a day. The de
mands on his time and strain on his fam
ily are unbelievable. To eat a meal togeth
er, we hav.e to take the phone off the hook. 
One meal we were interrupted 12 times
this is a common occurrence. Add to these 
home intrusions, the pressure to be "a]) 
things to all people." You can't be human. 
The responsibility of souls needing you, 
watching you, critiquing you, and follow
ing you is an enormous pressure. Very 
few believe this-but only a preacher can 
understand. the nature of this kind of 
pressure. 
WIFE -the preacher's wife, if active 

and supportive, makes it a 2 for 
1 deal. Most brethren, if needed, have no 
qualms about women working, but it really 
hurts the work if the preacher's wife does. 
And, she is very vital to his work. She is 
his "secretary" at home, a teacher and ex
ample to the women, one who is expected 
to be above average in her work in the 
church, her dress, her home, etc, etc. There 
ought to be compensation for this! My 
wife has just found out that she can get 
a job very easily, though she hasn't 
worked full-time for 18 years, that pays 
$300 a week. But she's worth more than 
that as my "helpmeet." I wish churches 
could understand that and compensate for 
it. The wife can relieve the preacher of a 
lot of pressure, but a wife working outside 
the home and church can't. Neither can 
one who is worried about finances. 

MOONLIGHTING -many preach
ers have resort

ed to "moonlighting." A second job is some
times necessary to make ends meet. Or to 
have a Iitle extra for things that are spe
cial. Or as a release from the "grind." 
I've always tried to "moonlight" within 
the context of my preaching ministry
writing and publishing books, speaking 
engagements, etc. But the financial re
muneration is low there, and now I'm 
looking elsewhere. But it really robs the 
preacher of a full focus on the local work. 
It hurts the growth of the church and 
usually is one of the first steps toward 
leaving the ministry. 
GIVING -the preacher should set the 

example in giving and usual
ly gives a much higher percentage than 
most. I know of no church anywhere 
where the people give an average of 10%. 
It's pitiful, but true. But the preacher, 
believing the messages, gives 20% and 
more! Yet brethren hardly ever take this 
into consideration when considering salar
ies. This is a sizable amount that others, 
both in and out of the church, have to 
either live on, or save, or for special 
needs. 

EXPENSES -again, it's hard for 
- those not in the ministry 

to understand this one. In my work here 
locally, I drive my car on an average of 
over 400 miles a week. My last vehicle 
had 100,000 miles in 21h years. Car ex
pense is enormous, but where is the con
gregation that gives a car allowance? At 
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the going rate of 20 cents a mile, it would 
be sizable. Add to this, the preacher's 
clothes, cleaning, entertainment, (this is 
far more than you could imagine), pe
riodicals he must subcribe to, the library 
he must maintain, etc, etc. Thankfully, 
most churches have awakened to provid
ing health insurance and retirement ben
efits. What about adding a dental plan? 
Add to all this the home he is expected to 
maintain for his "image," the home that is 
an entertainment center, counseling of
fice, study, lounge for those who drop by, 
etc. 

FINANCES -how many preachers 
have ruined their reputa-

tion as well as the church's because of 
poor financial management? The figure is 
staggering. But that's a two-sided coin. 
Preachers are human too, and have those 
same needs and wants that others do. Bnt 
few can "keep up with the brethren" on a 
preacher's salary. Consequently, getting 
over-extended financially is quite common 
and damaging. Financial pressure is tre
mendous. On anyone. It has ruined lives, 
wrecked homes and caused souls to be lost. 
It has also robbed potential from many a 
preacher. Financial pressure keeps his 
mind on "wordly" things and detracts 
from his spiritual work. It's a shame more 
churches don't relieve him of this burden. 

EXECUTIVES -most preachers are 
executive-types. Not 

so much in their attitude as in their job 
requirements. A preacher affects the lives 
of literally hundreds within the congrega
tion, dealing directly with them, and in
directly with the thousands their lives 
touch through the week. But no one ever 
thinks of him as an "executive" managing 
hundreds of people. Even the "specialized" 
ministers-the Youth Minister over 100 
teens; the Educational Minister over a 
staff of 75 teachers; and on and on. What 
would a similar type, with that kind of 
staff and responsibility, in the business 
world be paid? What kind of office would 
he get? Bonuses and incentives? Trips 
paid for? Equipment to work with? Secre
tarial help? Training opportunities paid 
for? Respect given? And many of these 
guys can work 40 hours a week, go home 
and forget the job, take a weeken·d off and 
relax, have the money for vacation, etc. 
Depending on the company, most with the 
kind of responsibility of working with the 
number of people preachers work with, 
are going to make today on the low end
$30,000-many in the neighborhood of 
$35,000-50,000 a year. How many preach
ers or other staff personnel make in this 
salary range in our brotherhood? Could 
this be part of the reason some "sharp" 
guys never consider the ministry and 
many, frustrated with brethren who just 
don't understand the pressure, quit the 
ministry? The preacher, all in one super 
human being, is expected to be: a profes
sional speaker; an adept administrator; a 
smooth politician; a doctor, psychiatrist 
and counselor rolled into one; as well as a 
gifted scholar. Yet none of the above 
"professions" are taken into consideration 
come salary time! 

EDUCATION -most p:reachers have 
college degrees, but 

take his preparation into consideration. 
Almost any preacher, because of his per
suasive powers and experiences, could 
make a small fortune in sales work. But 
he loves teaching people. And like the 
school teacher, he is involved in one of the 
critical areas of developing lives, but is 
penalized financially for it. Add to this his 
need for continuing education through 
periodicals, tapes, books, lectureships, 
seminars, etc. and he needs to have the 
finances to do it. 

OPENNESS -about the only way a 
preacher can get a siz-

able increase is to move to another con
gregation and re-negotiate. It's much like 
the ridiculous situation in sports where 
the ball player plays out his option and 
goes for the "big bucks." It's time there 
is openness in the chu1·ch between preach
ers, elders and all the members. There 
needs to be understanding. The preacher 
is on a guilt trip if he's having a hard 

(Continued on page 11) 

"Follow Me" TROY SINGLETON 

In Luke 5:27-28, when Jesus calls Levi 
to apostleship, he sounds pre.tty sure of 
himself, wouldn't you say? Jesus didn't 
tell Levi "where" or "how~' or even "why." 
The early clue he gave him was "Who." 
Follow Me. That seems to be the starting 
place of this step in heaven's direction 
called discipleship. All of the reasons why, 
and data about how and where, must be 
important because he discusses them later 
on, but first things are put foremost in 
his ministry. 

He wanted Matthew to know him. This 
"J esusism" (as true a scripture term as 
"Christianity") is the only relationship 
with enough innate drawing power to get 
every creature to consider leaving every
thing in its proper place-second to him. 
Simple, unencumbered fellowship with 
God is what the gospel is about anyway! 
At least that's the impression he gave 
Levi as that apostle said in the last three 
verses of his epistle. 

Many of us need the first coming of 
Jesus into our lives before worrying about 
the second one. No system can deal with a 
personal problem like a man's sins, only a 
Savior. The "truth" which can make us 
truly free is the same person Mary called 
son. This helps explain why all of the "in 
Christ'' phrases dot the doctrine of his 
apostles. Those writers are not trying to 
be nearly as theological as personal. 
Theology is good only when it lives up to 
its original definition of presenting a 
clearer picture of God, not fostering more 
complicated religious thinking. 

Now, the rest of the story • . . When 
Christ becomes as real to us as our houses 
and friends are to us, then you and I will 
have our own Lk. 5 :29 experience too. 
Most people don't realize that Jesus wears 
Levis, and Jeans . . . and Bobs, and 
Marys ... 
2706-~ 51st St., Tulsa, Ok. 74105 
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SP.rmon Material-

The Church and the Kingdom 
LLOYD E. ELLIS 

Perhaps a consideration of the subject 
of the nature and various aspects of the 
church and the kingdom has resulted in 
more confusion in the minds of men than 
many other subjects. 

Various writings come to my desk in 
which the authors set forth their own 
differing ideas. Each one offers Scripture 
references to uphold his own individual 
(or peculiar) interpretation. Other Scrip
tures are ignored; verses taken out of 
their context or misinterpreted and er
roneously applied, and therefore, conclu
sions are offered which are not correct. 

A correct understanding is essential if 
one is to be able to know how to conduct 
his life in conformity to the teaching of 
the Scriptures and so be acceptable with 
God. 

These items concerning the church and 
the kingdom need to be considered in the 
light of Scripture. 

A. The date of their beginning. 
B. The nature and continuance of each. 
C. The beginning of the Kingdom. 

Daniel interpreted the king's dream 
(Dan. 2) and mentioned four kingdoms; 
which are easily determined as Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. Then he 
said that in the days of these kings God 
would set up a kingdom not subject to 
destruction. (Dan. 2 :44). 

Rome, under her rulers controlled the 
world when John the Baptist came teach
ing that the kingdom was at hand. (Mt. 
3:2). Jesus said the same thing. (Mt. 
4:17). 

Jesus sent forth the 12 and told them to 
say the kingdom was at hand. (Mt. 10:7). 

Jesus also sent out 70 and they were to 
say that the kingdom was nigh. (Lk. 
10:9). 

Jesus told the 12 that some of them 
would be alive when the kingdom would 
come with power. (Mt. 16:28, Mk. 9:1). 

Prophecies also refer to the setting up, 
or establishment of the church. 

The Lord's house (which is the church, 
I Tim. 3 :15) was to be established in the 
last days and the word of the Lord go 
forth from Jerusalem. (lsa. 2:2, 3). 

Jesus said, "I will build my church." 
(Mt. 16:18). 

These and other prophecies all point to 
the future for the establishment of the 
church and kingdom. 

Jesus stated that the apostles would 
receive power when the Holy Spirit should 
come. (Acts 1:8). 

According to instruction they waited in 
Jerusalem until Petnecost at which time 
the Holy Spirit came with power-they 
received power to speak in languages 
which they had not learned. (Acts 2:1-4). 

Peter preached a sermon; many were 
convinced that Jesus is Christ and were 
baptized (immersed) for the remission 
of sins. (Acts 2 :41), and others were 
added to the church daily as they were 

saved. (Acts 2:47). They could not have 
been added to the church unless it had 
come into being. 

Every Scripture referring to the church 
before Acts 2 point to the future for the 
establishment of the church and every 
Scripture which mention the church after 
Acts 2 speak of the church as being in 
existence. Therefore, we rightly conclude 
that it was established, or began opera
tion on Pentecost. (Acts 2). (See Rom. 
16:1, 5, 16; I Cor. 4:17; Eph. 1:22; Col. 
1:13; Heb.12:23; etc. etc.). 

The same is true concerning the king
dom. Of the many references a few will 
suffice. People were baptized when they 
heard Philip preaching the good news 
concerning the kingdom. (Acts 8 :12). The 
Christians in Colossae had been trans
ferred from the power of darkness into 
the kingdom of Christ. (Col. 1 :13). They 
could not have been transferred into it 
unless the kingdom was in existence. The 
Hebrews had received the kingdom. (Heb. 
12:28). Christ is ruling now and when he 
comes again he will deliver the kingdom 
to the Father. (I Cor. 15 :24). 

The Nature and Various Aspects 
of the Church and Kingdom 

The church consists of the "called out" 
ones-called out of the world by the word 
of the Lord, and the term refers not only 
to the local groups of Christians, or con
gregations, but also to all the members of 
the body of Christ everywhere, and he is 
the head of this body which is the church. 
(Col. 1 :18). 

The kingdom is simply the type of gov
ernment under which the members of the 
body, or church, live. Christ is the law:. 
giver and king, and rules until the end 
of the world. 

In the end of all earthly things, at the 
judgment, Christ will receive his follow
ers-the church-into the place which he 
has prepared, unto himself (John 14:1-6), 
and turn the kingdom-the rule-over to 
the Father that God may be all in all. 
(I Cor. 15 :24-28). 

When Jesus said he would build his 
church he also said that he would give the 
keys of the kingdom to Peter. (Mt. 16:18, 
19). Keys represent the means by which 
one enters. On Pentecost Peter used the 
"keys.'' He told people how to be saved
how to become Christians and members of 
the church and citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven, or be under the rule of Christ. 
(Acts 2). 

It is contended by some that the church 
was established after the fall of J eru
salem in 70 A.D., but the Scriptures 
given above show that it was fully in 
existence and people added to it even from 
Pentecost (Acts 2) forward. 

Paul wrote all his letters and was 
martyred (about 68 A.D.) before the fall 
of Jerusalem and the church and kingdom 
were in existence while he lived. 

It is true that some of the Jews, who 
rejected Christ, continued in observing 
the law of Moses until the temple was 
destroyed in 70 A.D., but that fact did not 
negate the truth that the old covenant law 
had been nailed to the cross at Calvary. 
(Col. 2:14) and no longer was God hon
ored by such observances. In fact, ortho
dox Jews keep parts of that old law even 
today, but as Paul said they do it accord
ing to their own ·ideas and not according 
to the righteousness of God. (Rom. 10: 
2-4). 

After faith in Christ had come (the 
gospel preached, beginning at Pentecost), 
even the Jews were no longer under that 
old law, for in Christ there is no distinc
tion between Jew or Gentile, but all are 
one in Christ-if he is accepted (Gal. 8: 
24-29), and no one can come to God except 
through Christ. (John 14:6). 

Others are teaching that the kingdom 
has never been established, but that it will 
be when Christ returns. Likewise the 
Scriptures given above show that the rule 
of Christ (which is spiritual and not 
materialistic), began also on Pentecost 
(Acts 2) and continues. 

What of the everlasting 
phase of the kingdom? (Dan. 2:44) 

The term, "kingdom" is used in two 
senses. It refers to the rule of Christ over 
the members of the church, who are also 
spoken of as citizens (of the kingdom of 
heaven) (See Eph. 2 :19), and this is true 
during this last dispensation of the world. 
The word kingdom is also used to refer to 
that eternal inheritance under the rule of 
God when this rule shall have been re
turned to the Father. (I Cor. 15 :24-28; 
II Pet. 1:11). 

It is not an earthly kingdom but a 
heavenly one, and when earth is past the 
redeemed will be subjects of the rule of 
God and the Lamb around the throne 
throughout an endless eternity. (Rev. 
22:3). 

Summary: 
All Scripture references to the church 

and kingdom and their establishment look 
forward up to Pentecost. (Acts 2). 

All Scripture reference after Acts 2 look 
back to Pentecost and speak of the church 
and kingdom as being in existence. 

John stated he was in the kingdotn 
(Rev. 1 :9), which indeed was after the 
fall of Jerusalem, but all the other writers 
were dead before 70 A.D., and they were 
in the church and kingdom before 70 A.D., 
even from Pentecost onward. 

The church began operation on Pente
cost with Christ as its head. 

The form of government is a kingdom 
with Christ as ruler, and thi~ dispensation 
will continue throughout this generation, 
or age, or unto the end when the saints 
will be received into the eternal inheri
tance and this earth will be no more. 
(II Pet. 3). 

The deceiver of mankind and the wicked 
will be sent away from God forever (cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10-15, Mt. 
25:41, 46), but the righteous will be wel
comed into the eternal kingdom, or life 
everlasting. (Mt. 25:84, 46). 

265 5th Ace., Chula Vista, CA 92010 
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Putting a Label on the liberal 
LARRY CHOUINARD 

Since the beginning of the nineteenth century the term "lib
eral" has been employed to designate a wide range of religious 
thought. Theological liberalism has been defined by scholars in 
tenns of its methodology, general spirit, and doctrinal stance. 
However, this threefold expression of liberal thought covers so 
wide a· raJ)ge of opinion, attitude, and practice, that one could 
very well be liberal in one respect but not in others. It must be 
admitted that within some circles the terms "liberalism" and 
"modernism" have embraced everything from the denunciation 
of the deity of Christ to eating in church buildings. Obviously 
unless the term is carefully defined we run the risk of arbi
trarily labeling various and diverse religious expressions as 
liberal. 

The failure to clearly define what is meant by "liberal" ~as re
sulted in a sloppy use of the term in otherwise sound and pro
vocative articles. It is easy to invent a definition, and by the use 
of it to establish some ecclesiastical or theological point. In so 
doing the definers are really saying that "liberalism" means 
what I say it means. This arbitrary use of labels often results in 
the erecting of flags around which to rally. 

If the term "liberalism" is to be used and applied today in a 
meaningful way one must carefully weigh the full implications of 
the term. The term is obviously "theologically loaded" and con
jures up radically diverse images. Loosely throwing around 
theological labels often leads to the arbitrary exclusion of sin
cerely motivated brethren. It is easy to label something as "lib
eral," when in reality all that we ·are communicating is tha~ we 
do not like the thing in question. Any working definition of liber
alism must be sensitive to the diverse expression of liberal think
ing. Attaching labels of "liberalism" or ''modernism" to religious 
ideas that are worlds apart only leads to confusion and com
pounds the difficulty of understanding . the geenral mood of 
liberalism. 

Attempts to formulate the basic features of liberal thought 
must keep in mind that it is extremely perilous to reason from 
a quality shared by most members of a group to that which is be
lieved by an individual within the group (see David Fisher, His
torians Fallacies, p. 221). The problem with labels is that they 
tend to categorize the individual in terms of the theological per
spective of the group, rather than honestly evaluating the unique 
contribution of the individual. 

Another problem associated with labels is that they tend to 
generalize to a point of ambiguity. One writer defined liberalism 
by listing a series of practices and beliefs which he considered 
to be liberal. His list included everything from the denial of the 
virg:n birth to minimizing the works and influences of former 
gospel preachers. One wonders what are the essential elements 
in these viewpoints, that unite them under one label "liberal
ism." After all there is a wide difference between denying the 
virgin birth and failing to extol the virtues of preachers of for
mer days. The latter may stem from a practice that one dis
likes, but it hardly merits the label "liberalism," except as the 
term is arbitrarily defined. 

Attempts have been made to get a "handle" on the term 
"liberalism" by isolating those features that are generally shared 
by most liberal theologians. There are indeed basic features that 
unite the liberal camp, just as there are characteristic elements 
thart unite conservative thinkers. There are recurring themes to 
be found in the writings of confessed liberals. The priority of 
personal experience, the unrestricted use of reason, freedom from 
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defending doctrinal convictions are absolute and final truth, a 
heavy emphasis on social action, and a strong ecumenical spirit 
are some of the common motifs found in the writings of most 
liberals. 

There can be no doubt that the worldview of the liberal has 
been greatly influenced by the theory of evolution. Harry Emer
son Fosdick sees within the Bible a progressive development of 
themes from the primitive to the sublime (Fosdick, The Modern 
Use of the Bible p. llf). Harold DeWolf, a leading liberal 
spokesman, contends thatl within the Bible are to be found "the 
erring words of men as well as the authoritative word of God" 
(DeWolf, The Case for Theology in Liberal Perspective, p. 47). 

Modern liberals have no illusion about the inevitability of 
progress or the pristine goodness of man such as dazzled their 
nineteenth century predecessors, but they still maintain that the 
race can progress only as it overcomes fear, ignorance and super
stition. 

In order to avoid the arbitary use of the term "liberal" careful 
consideration must be given to the basic features of liberal the
ology. Labels are generally not sensitive to the diversity of kinds 
and levels inherent within the term "liberal." The modem use of 
the term very seldom aids in one's understanding of the exact 
theological perspective of the individual in question. Once the 
label has been firmly fastened the door is often closed for any 
further discussion on the matter. It seems that once an in
dividual is neatly categorized, it is particularly har.d to honestly 
evaluate the strength of the position ·he holds. 

The arbitary use of the term "liberal" has resulted in a variety 
of religious expressions being branded "liberal." It is not neces
sarily a mark of theological liberalism to critically examine the 
validity of traditional beliefs. To stifle open inquiry in the name 
of orthodoxy is intellectually suicidal. Is it a mark of humility 
or liberalism to admit that one does not have all the answers? 
Classical liberalism moved from the claim that one does not 
have all the answers to the claim ·that no final answers are 
available. There is a vast difference if truth is objective and ab
solute it follows that religious freedom and toleration ends at the 
border of revealed truth. 

Many liberals view the church in an instrumental or pragmatic 
sense. Kennith Cauther argues that the purpose of the church is 
to cooperate with other social agencies in promoting the ends of 
justice and brotherhood (Cauthor, The Impact of American Re
ligious Liberalism, p. 11). Certainly the church should be con
cerned about better· race relations, war, poverty, communism, 
etc. One has not become a liberal because he is concerned with 
social progress. The church desperately needs to awaken to its 
social responsibilities. However liberal thinking would have the 
church become evangelistically disengaged while becoming so
cially engaged. Propositional affirmations of the Bible are often 
silenced before a contentless feeling of "brotherhood" with all 
mankind. While the church must avoid this extreme, who will 
deny that an adequately based social awareness was a mark of 
first century Christianity. 

In conclusion the term liberal should not be used as a "catch
all" term to describe anyone with whom I happen to disagree. 
Human fallibility demands that there be some room for dis
agreement without impugning one's motives as a sinister liberal 
plot to destroy the church. 

P.O. Box 69, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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Dis fellowship ( 2) 
CHARLES HODGE 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship. If the concept of fel
lowship is wrong, then the prar · tce of disfellowship has to be 
wrong. Disfellowship is not vengeance, punishment, police bru
tality. It is the removal of the most precious privilege Christians 
have among themselves-fellowship. Tragically disfellowship is 
usually touted by the wrong people with wrong motives in the 
wrong way. Consequently, disfellowship incorrectly done has left 
a "bad taste in our mouths." Read 1 Corinthians 1. Disfellowship 
done in the name of Paul, Apollos, and Cephas is wrong! Dis
fellowship can only be done in the name of Jesus! Fellowship 
is not merely agreement. This is not the teaching of 1 Corin
thians 1 or Amos 3. No two Christians totally agree upon any
thing at any one time! Commentaries are not the same! There is 
no "Church of Christ creedal interpretation." We "agree to 
walk" ... our mind/speech is that of Christ. This is our quest, 
love, loyalty. This creates deep and sweet fellowship. Division, 
alienation are our greatest enemies and sins. We must not allow 
men nor error to destroy our fellowship. We must learn how to 
unite, not divide. 

Therefore, disfellowship can only come from the soil of spiritual 
health. Christ cannot be divided; the Church must not be di
vided. Humility, patience, love, forbearance, forgiveness, the 
benefit of the doubt must grasp us! Arrogance cannot be among 
us. The very idea, "The Gospel according to me," stinks. The 
idea that anyone who disagrees with me is dishonest, stupid, and 
apostate must cease. A schismatic is wrong-not for his facts
but for his attitude toward and usage of these facts. Issues must 
not mean more to us than Christ! Issues must not mean more 
to us than brethren/people! Older preachers must not become 
reactionaries. We must not synthesize and systematize our 
Christian consciences. The conscience of every man must be 
respected and not violated. "Walking in the Old Paths" does not 
mean "standing in a rut." Defending the faith and perpetuating 
prejudices may be two different things. Every battle is not 
Armageddon! Do not make an issue of every issue. This ex
plains why one can be "in" one year and "out" the next. 

What was the "crisis issue of the year" in 1975? Have you for
gotten? If you have forgotten it by 1981, the Church should not 
have been split over it in 1975! By the way, where is scripture for 
dividing/splitting congregations? Christ didn't advise this even 
in Revelation 2, 3! Would the Rosemont Church of 1960 fellow
ship the Rosemont Church in 1980? Would Charles Hodge (1960) 
fellowship Charles Hodge (1980)? We are not infallible-we 
must be growing and changing. To "reconcile is better than 
sacrifice." One must care before preaching/writing; one must 
care before disfellowship. Dinners many times are wiser 
than debates. And even when debates are necessary-try the din
ners first! Disfellowship is not .a personal victory! Don't make a 
tempest in a teapot! Were you converted to the fact that Jesus 
is Lord or to the fact error is error? If the latter, you are unhap
PY unless finding and exposing error. This is totally negative and 
futile. You must have an "ax to grind." If you don't have an 
error, get one." Hobbyism has always troubled the fellowship of 
the Church. 

Disfellowship never involves the sins of omission! No one 
denies sin can be goodness not done. But disfellowship is for the 
covert only. The only permanent motivation of Christianity is 
grace (Rom. 2; 2 Cor. 7). Men cannot be driven nor frightened 
into heaven. You can get a man to the building but you cannot 
make him worship I This is the problem I The question is not, 
"Why don't they return Sunday PM-?" but rather, "Why did 
they come Sunday AM?" This is the issue! How many services 
must one attend? give? do? serve? chapters read? prayers 
prayed? Attempts to dominate/control another's Christianity is 
incompatible with Jesus. John 6 vividly teaches that "ones who 
come may go (leave)." Even Peter! Why force fellowship upon 
someone who neither has nor wants it? Jesus did drive robbers 
from the temple but he did not drive them into the temple. Jesus 
"stands at the .door and knocks" (Rev. 3). Why shut the gate 
after the mules have gotten out? 

This pinpoints a problem~ pleasers! The problem of 
Corinth. A few would control, police, rule the brotherhood. Too 
many know more about "what's wrong" than "what's right." 
They have judged, "written up," labeled, but never "talked to" 
and "prayed for" brethren. May Go.d forgive us. Why wait six 
months to discover a brother is missing? Why make disfellow
ship a meaningless gesture because real fellowship was not 
there? Why wash your hands "at the price of another's soul?" 

Sinners will leave. Read 1 John 2. Liberals and conservatives 
withdraw from us I They leave us I They are more interested in 
their bunch than Jesus Christ! They are gone and do not wish 
to be counted among us. Dropping their names from membership 
rolls may be expedient but it is not disfellowship. By the way, 
shouldn't the door of repentance and return be kept open? 
Should members "be run off" in the name of "purging the 
body?" Elders do not lead with constraint (1 Pet. 5); Paul did 
not force Philemon (Philemon). Read 2 Cor. 1:24. The man who 
has left the Church does not have fellowship with the Church; 
therefore the Church has nothing to withdraw from him! Dis
fellowship is not withstanding something you don't have from 
someone who ain't there! 

Disfellowship is for those who sin and "still come." They are 
wanting to "have their cake and eat it, too." Christians must 
choose righteousness or sin-they cannot have both. This is 
where the issue of disfellowship lies! A healthy body cannot ac
cept illness. Even this discipline is not to rid the Church of an 
apostate but to bring him to repentance .. 

Congregations cannot disfellowship congregations. Sinners 
are not saved by families or congregations-they are saved "one 
by one" as individuals. No man, group, or Church speaks for the 
brotherhood. Is autonomy autonomy? Revelation 2, 3 inspected 
congregations. Some were found wanting. But God gave the can
dlestick and only God can take it away. Congregations did not 
disfellowship congregations. Righteous individuals therein were 
still acceptable to God. It is frightening to think of the monster 
formed among us when certain ones decide "who is and who 
ain't!" The power of disfellowship is fellowship. 
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The Church in Arkansas 
MICHAEL L. WILSON 

Before the Civil War (1800-1861) churches of Christ appeared 
and expanded prolifically in the State of Arkansas. Following 
the Revolutionary War (1773-1776) many people began moving 
from east of the Appalachian mountains to the "land flQwing 
with milk and honey'' in the west. More people came after 
Napoleon sold the Louisiana Purchase to the United States in 
1803. When Arkansas became a territory (1819) thousands of 
additional people poured into the area. By the time Arkansas 
reached Statehood ( 1836) there were about 66,000 people living 
within its boundaries. 

Some of those people who came from the east were advocates 
of New Testament Christianity. In their old homes they had 
heard great preachers like Rice Haggard, Barton Stone, James 
O'Kelley and Alexander Campbell pleading for a return to first 
century, New Testament Christianity. When settled in the fertile 
valleys and beautiful hills and mountains of the west they pro
claimed the doctrine of Christianity to their new found neigh
bors. 

Early in the nineteenth century (ca. 1806) a group of Chris
tians was known to have been at the convergence of 
Eleven Point, Spring and Black Rivers. They continued in the 
area of Fort Greenbriar and later Fort Davidsonville, Lawrence 
County, Arkansas Territory, until a mysterious illness swept 
through the vicinity in 1829 killing many and scattering the sur
vivors. Several of the churches of Christ now meeting in north
east Arkansas trace their roots to these Davidsonville disciples. 

Reports of meetings being held, people being converted and 
congregations being established in Lawrence County, Arkansas 
Territory, and in other places were written down and passed on 
to succeeding generations and not a few of them appeared in 
eastern religious periodicals. 

The Gwin Creek church in Randolph County was established 
near 1830. Twenty-two years later this congregation divided into 
Cherry Hill and Carter Creek. In 1867 the Carter Creek group 
moved to Hubble Creek where they remained for a nearly a cen· 
tury. The Cherry Hill church also continued. David Orr, a resi
dent of this area, submitted a note to the Virginia religious pa
per the Millennial Harbinger (dated Nov. 29, 1832) in which he 
stated, "The doctrine of the reformation is rapidly progressing 
in our remote territory" (i.e., Jackson, Lawrence County, Ar
kansas Territory). Near the year 1837 C. G. Titsworth of Smith
ville, Lawrence County, Arkansas Territory, wrote Barton 
Stone. He wondered if he should join the Baptists in the area or 
plead for the cause of restoration of New Testament Christian
ity. Stone suggested he not join the Baptists. 

Titsworth immediately set out to preach, baptize and establish 
New Testament congregations. On January 1, 1840, he wrote 
Stone, "The result of my labors is six congregations with some 
260 members, organized on the same principles, as advocated by 
our brethren" (Christian Messenger, January 1841, p. 172). 
Titsworth, on the basis of his personal pecuniary need an ap
parent success, pleaded with Stone to use his influence and per-
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suade additional preachers to move into the country and help 
him. He did not quit, however. A letter from him to Stone ap
peared in the Christian Messenger dated March 4, 1841 and an
other one dated April 6, 1841 appeared. In the last letter he said 
that"· .. upward of 30 additions to the congregations where I 
labor •.. '' have been made. 

During the 1830s congregations were stared throughout much 
of Arkansas. Little Rock, Pulaski County, began in 1832. In 
1836, the year Arkansas became a State, churches were started 
in northwest Arkansas by a Tennessee brother. Evidence indi
cates that the church in Washington County was among them. 
Churches were also established in the southwestern counties of 
Ouachita, Hempstead and Pike around 1836. 

Among the earliest congregations established in northeast 
Arkansas were Pine Knot, in Greene County, in 1841. and Glaze 
Creek, in Randolph County, in 1846. The church in Fayetteville, 
Washington County, was established in 1847. One year later a 
congregation was established in Crawford County at Van Buren. 

During the decade before the Civil War churches were estab
lished in Dardane'le, Yell County (ca. 1860), Fort Smith, 
Sebastian County (1861), Russellville, Pope County and in 
Johnson, Franklin, Scott and Montgomery Counties (1852) and 
in Waldron, Scott County ( 1866). Clark County had a congrega
tion in 1861. 

This brief treatise is only a paltry attempt to reveal some of 
the history of the churches of Christ in the Land of Opportu
nity. Likely there are errors and there are inadequacies. In due 
time errors will be corrected and adequate information will be 
gathered and an attempt will be made to present a full and fair 
treatment on the establishment and growth of the church of 
Christ throughout Arkansas in the nineteenth century. 

211 Smith· Ave., Paragould, Arkansas 72460 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. ?· Box 610, Austin, Texas '7876'7 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Rex Kyker, member of the faculty at Abilene Christian 
University, made a speech to the Central Texas preachers meet
ing recently. I was impressed and asked him to prepare a brief 

for publication. We thank him for this article.-Leonard Muilens, 
P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

The Minister's Battle Against Time 
REX KYKER 

Benjamin Franklin said: "Dost thou love life? Then do not 
squander time, for that ·is the stuff life is made of." Many minis
ters do not squander time, but utilize every minute to the best of 
their ability only to discover they cannot do what they need to do 
in a twenty-four hour day. After a busy week, they find them
selves suddenly realizing on a Friday night they still have two 
sermons to prepare for Sunday. 

Some men have found some answers to this problem through 
the help of their elders. Brother George Bailey had a great four
teen year ministry with the University Church in Abilene. His 
goal was to never repeat sennons, and only on rare occasion, did 
he. Yet he was so pressed for engagements, counseling sessions, 
visitation, and the endless good things that can be done, that he 
needed time to preach two great sennons every week. His pro
found knowledge of the Scriptures and his ability to quote the 
Scriptures is unsurpassed, but such accomplishment required 
"growth time" that he could not find in the church office. His 
elders provided for him a cabin out at Lake Fort Phantom Hill, 
with no telephone, and no callers to disturb his important prepa
ration. 

When Mid McKnight preached at Highland, the demands on 
his time for meetings and endless other good causes became so 
tremendous that his elders had to take over his schedule and 
limit his many speaking engagements. So many preachers today 
are expected to be too many things to too many people to remain 
effective without serious threat to their health. And their fami
lies do suffer. In every minister's day, there has got to be some 
time for his wife, and their children. Too often, the minister's 
family is time-cheated. 

Other ministers have fought this battle in various ways. 
Alexander Campbell had an office built on his estate away from 
the noise of his home where he could study. The office~ was small, 
octagonal shaped with windows at the top of the office so he 
would not be disturbed by looking out. He followed rigidly a 
study program of twelve hours daily. Three hours were spent in 
the study of the Hebrew scriptures, three daily in Greek, three 
hours daily in Latin, and three hours daily in English. Campbell 
had an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and perhaps drove him
self so far in this pursuit that it proved ruinous to his health in 
'his declining years. 

Ralph Sockman will be recognized as one· of the great de
nominational ministers of the 20th Century. He preached for 
Christ Church, Methodist, New York City, for fifty years and it 
was the only church he ever had. He was speaker of the Church 
of the Air for thirty-five years. His national broadcasts were 
heard by millions every Sunday. Sockman preached three times 
on Sunday, but he used just one sennon-the one broadcast dur-

ing the "main" service Sunday morning. He was interviewed by 
Dr. Fred Barton who wrote a study of Sockman's method for 
preparing his sennons. Sockman said the week before he 
preached the radio message, he spent at least forty hours that 
week revising, polishing and making final revisions. He said 
some sennons he worked on intermittently for months, then 
selected the one to be used for the next Sunday and, in isolation, 
went through copy after copy until the final message was pre
pared. I wonder how many of our preachers have a chance to 
spend forty hours per week on a sermon? 

William Winans was the frontier voice that introduced Meth
odi-sm to Mississippi when he went there in 1810. When he died 
in 1957, he had made Methodism the largest church in the state, 
and fashioned a doctrine justifying slave-holding for church 
members. Winans, though he had only thirteen days of school
ing, had a library of over 3000 volumes, and he would neglect 
the needs of his family to acquire books. His preaching circuits 
of three to five hundred miles were spent in constant study. His 
saddle-bags contained books on rhetoric, the Bible, the Meth
odist hymnal, and any good book from which he could gain Bible 
knowledge. No wonder the Methodist historian, Hyde, called 
him the "greatest of all Methodist preachers." He preached 
constantly, going from cabin to cabin to start a "society," but 
he also studied constantly. His study was his saddle and when 
he came home, he came home to get a fresh supply of books. 

Often we hear of men leaving the ministry. I think one of the 
major reasons for this exodus i's that men, thoroughly capable 
of delivering a masterful sennon, simply cannot find time to 
properly prepare them. We have never discovered shortcuts that 
enable men to prepare great messages in a short time. The man 
who steps into the pulpit with two great messages on Sunday 
has found the quiet for research, meditation, and reparation. 
Perhaps Jim Bill Mcinteer's highly successful ministry at West 
End in Nashville is explained by a sign on his office door, which 
consists of two words: "No loitering." 

Too often a minister has to dip into his sermon outlines for a 
"rerun." And reruns they are! As one man said to me, dejected 
after a dismal Sunday night sennon: "I tried for forty-five 
minutes to half-sole that sermon but I just couldn't do it." He 
preached a stale sermon from a stale outline. Somehow, every 
time a preacher steps into the pulpit his sermon must be "fresh" 
and "new." The message on baptism, the Lord's supper, church 
growth, or whatever, must be alive with new illustrations, new 
situations which explain an unchanging doctrine two thousand 
years old. A minister is forever looking for a new way to tell an 
old truth, and that takes time. 
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MERRITTS RETURN FROM KENYA 
In April Hilton and Avanell Merritt 

with their daughters (Leila, Keri, and 
Rebecca) returned after 12 years of work 
in Western Kenya. They went to Kenya 
supported by the Brookside Church in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

The Merritts were among those who 
pioneered the work in Western Kenya. 
They with the Tarbet family began the 
work in 1969 and the Guilds joined the 
work in 1970. The Merritts have been lo
cated in Kisumu on Lake Victoria working 
wit the Abaluyia and Luo people. 

The work in Western Kenya has had as 
its emphasis church planting and l_ea?er
ship t raining. Ver y recently the 1~1JSS!On
aries have developed a very effect1ve fol
low-up progi·am for the World Bible 
School students in Kenya . 

The church where the Merritts worked 
has g1·own to include 50 congregations 

YOU CAN Bf" A MISSIONARY 
Whttre you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons tree. 

2. Spread the Word by placing t ract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. Instructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Cathol ic friends. 15 art icles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items d esi red. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE. 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79€01. 

227 

and 1300 Christians meeting weekly for 
communion. 

The Merritts can be contacted through 

the Cor dell Chur ch or c / o Wilburn Hill, 
1020 Pauline Blvd., Ann Harbor, Michi-
gan 48103. Sonny Guild 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregat ion 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Cana da 
• Operating Since 1970 
• Located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/ 429-1403 

Fl NAL NOTICE OF PUBLICA liON 

Preachers of Today, Vol. V, wil l go to the printer 
on June 1, 1981 . If you h~ve not done so al ready, 
we encourage you to write fo r an information 
blank and complete information as to how your 
biographical entry can be included. 

Previous editions of this unique book have been 
used throughout the world to establish contact 
between congregations and preachers, to secure 
biographical data, to supply proof of one's in
volvement in the ministry to government agen
cies, etc. 

Special Note to Churches: Pre-publication orders for Preachers of Today, Vol. V, are now 
being accepted. At the time of publication, it will se ll for $20 per copy; you may order now 
at the special price of $15 per copy. Make checks payable to " Preachers of Today," and 
mai l your order to the address below. · 
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Preachers of Today 
P. 0. Box 120486 

Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
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WHY PREACHERS' SALARIES 
OUGHT TO BE HIGHER 

THAN "AVERAGE" 

(Continued f rom page 4) 

time living on his sala ry but feels he can't 
talk to anyone about it. If he brings it up, 
he puts himself in a self-serving position. 
It's a "no-no'' to ask for or even talk about 
a raise or adding some benefits. That's 
ridiculous ! We're brethren, fam ily, a body 
- a ny problem ought to be discussed open
ly, honestly, and lovingly. 

REWARD - I know t hat I, along with 
09% of the preachers, feel 

that wo1·ldng with people, preaching the 
good news, seeing lives changed, is a 
tremendous reward I There's no way you 
can put a pr ice-tag on souls. A churc.h 
could nevet• pay a preacher what he is 
worth I No preacher expects that. The 
r iches in heaven will be great compensa
tion. But why, 0 why, cannot the rewar d 
for the "greatest work on earth" be seen 
in monetary measure also? Some church
es could help their preachers see t he 
principle of Mark 10:29-30 come literally 
true in this present age! But not only 
him, the church could set a n example to 
everyone that " serving J esus really pays." 

I close this a r ticle with these two 
thoughts. First, it is my personal opinion 
that most preachers a rc under paid $5,000-
15,000 a year and could r eceive such an 

increase without becoming "rich," or too 
mater ialistic, or impure in their motives. 
It, in my opinion, would relieve a lot of 
pressure and lift a lot of hearts and free 
some men to really preach, win souls and 
build great churches. One author made 
this important statement, " F requent stud
ies have shown that over the long haul 
salaries a re not an important motivator 
in any kind of organization. But, they can 
be a tremendous demotivator, both as they 
limit t he a bility of the individual to do 
what needs to be done and as t hey com
municate the organization's attitude to
ward its staff." Second, s ince I dearly 
love lhe church where I serve, deeply a p
preciate t heir financia l and mor a l sup
port, have no inlenlions of leavh1g the 
ministry, and thus want no reflections 
cast on this great, growing church, I sign 
t his a r ticle. 

ANONYMOUS 

Ca.lifornta.. 
Chul"ch Mcu·gen; 
and lncot"pottlttons 

Sy,..on 0. Grov~s, Attomey 
001 N. Pa.,.keentczr, Sa.tda. Ana. 

California. 9ZJOf? 
(114) 54-9- 5369 

WANTED 
F 

YOUR ATIENDANCE! 

OM IN 
I Eighth Annual 

Jail/Prison 
Workshop 

Raytown Church ofChrist 
6000 Blue R•dee 8oulmtd 
Ra;ta-Nn M1s.souu 64133 

Phone 353·3813 

GREAT REWARD 

G REAT IU~WAROS •••II )OU b)' anuding thit. 
ualque ~rnlnar. lk mot l\ated by ioini.n1 •hh othcn 
In Cod'• Annya~o h manhu behind the- •alb of J.•il• 
• nd rrbon• of our natlon. If •c wUI do t he plantintc 
and • arcrln,, God •i.ll JIH the l.ncrc:nc- tltct ltold, 

trwr -.¥ ••rN-o.ft!fll lulurul pruo" flNIII.t! 

00 lOU K.'O\\ .omeoac ia ia.U or prlwal' 
Pcrha~ • lunba.nd ot" •ilc, a MD or daushtcr , u 
uncle or •unt, or Ju.t t • friend or nci&Jibor ? \\"ha c nn 

)OU do a bou t crlmd! ltcrc is )OUr chance 10 know. 
moN . lh" It what Juu.t Chr lsc 1~ d oing in jai.b a.nd 
prhon.1o oHrthe country! 

T OI' ICS 
FOR DISCUSSION INCLUDE: 

l-Or Frudo'" O.ri•t llu .~odr Ut ,._,_,, 
Tai/Ju W'1t.\ &c-o"' k t1 
Cr""' fllld tJf# C.'"miiJtil¥• 
It '~ A ,.amtly Af/otr 
l"ltr M ro"'"l of Pof'Dir 
.Uctlt.d..J '" Troc"'"l ' • Pruo,..J.jflt1J 
Dy•amln/or CA•rcllil•l'Oiu'""'' 

Tr•c-ltt•l '"' U • '""" '"'""'' 
A T•lllt wttlt A U'•rd"" 
Worltt,.l~&it_,. Trr•qrn 
Dul•"l w•t• ,.,._,,,'" Ouldr,-,t 
,.J/UtiU F .... ,,y c. •• ,,.,. 
Clttldrrllf ••d tltr c.,.,,, 
D•alo11wc ""'""'atr ·" "'".," ti nlf.'Orc-r. 
Tltr rlunclt a11d ,_,., hx·Offr•dr,., 
A \ 'O ,UA,\ ' \ rUTIII:IIS . ... 

JUNE 18, 19 & 20, 1981 
Everyone Welcome! 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683·1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Droclwre. 

Avai lable for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

\ :r 
-~ 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plas tic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-91 03 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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CONTRACT SIGNED FOR CIVIC 
AUDITORIUM OF SAN GABRIEL 

T. W. Phillips II, Minister 
We are going to use the Civic Audi

torium of San Gabriel for a. Seminar on 
"Does God Exist?" October 15, 16, 17, 
1982 with the congregation of San Gabriel 
Valley co-operating. 

Faculty members of Pepperdine Univer
sity have been invited to conduct the Semi
nar with Dr. White, president, speaking 
on the Sunday morning of the event at the 
625 E. Dewey, San Gabriel congregation. 

Chambers of Commerce of area have 
promised to mail our fliers of the event 
with their news letters when the date of 
advertising starts. Service Clubs of the 
area. have ~lso promised to promote the 
event. 

This is going to be an all-out effort to 
get non members of the church to attend. 
P.O. Box 67, Rosemead, CA. 91770 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to retire, and we're 
searching lor a mature, experienced man to 
step in and continuo growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a building program scheduled 
for completion in December 1981. Will con
sider all applicants as getting tho right man 
is most important. Six room homo available. 
For addiUonal information, send letter of in
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box512 

Harrisburg, IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evonings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

Reprints of any single page article appeariag 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 

per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop

res ""' accepted. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information 'call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST 31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jiin~y Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

1980 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1979 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '187'67' 

l G. odl~s UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN COLORADO 

1 

1 
PUEBLO,COLORADO 

I E x.QJ. ~ . JUNE 11-12-13 

1 Natton KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 1 
~ . Doug Parsons G. P. Holt Roy H. Lanier, Jr. ~ 
~ PROGRAMS June 11 June 12 June 13 ~ 

I Jail Ministry OTHER SPEAKERS I 
i Spanish Ministry Johnny Jackson Lawson Mayo Kelly Lawson ~ 
~ Christian Schools Ed Wharton Tom Hicks Lynn Yocum ~ 
~ Missionary Work Maxine Mayo Gerald Paden Mike Myers ~ 
~ Dennis Kelly Warren Wikox Dr. Larry Fitzgerald c 
c Personal Evangelism Marvin Crowson Margarite Gray Leslie Mize 1 
1 Bruce Wadzeck Norman Gipson Leonard Gray l 

~ SINGING Manuel Jaramillo l 
i Paul Rogers Housing Accommodations i 
~ University Dormitory Christian Homes i 
i For_More Information Motels & Campgrounds i 
i ~~ i 
i SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST Interpretation for the Deaf i 
i 1635 South Pueblo Blvd. ~ 

[ Pueblo, Colorado 81005 Attend theW orkshop- Vacation in Colorful Colorado ~ 

~--------~~~~--------------------------...... .-.-._._._..._._._._._.._._._._,_._.,_.._.._...._...._...._..~ 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

VOLUME I ON THE MINOR PROPHETS 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful , these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and han-
dling under SlO.OO. Over $ 10.00 add 10% . (Texas residents add 5% sales ta..x. ) 

Name _ _ ____________________ _____ _ 

Address. _____ ___ _ _ _____ ___ _ _ _ _____ __ _ 

City ________________ State ______ iP·----
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Soul Ques: Sets '"Highe~ " Theme; 
York College Provides Setting 

" H ig·hcr Grou!HI" wi ll be the theme for 
York College's newest outreach prog ram, 
Soul Qurs t . a week-long youth retreat for 
high !ichool and j unior high students at 
the York campus June 21-27. 

Mike i\ lye1·s, youth m ini st er of the Lit
tleton, Colo. Church wi ll direct the 1981 
edition of Soul Quest . 

Seven other minist ers who work with 
Christian youth in t he North Central 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Lca r:1 to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qua lify to be a full · t im e PERSONA L WO RK· 
:::R or PERSONAL WOR K DIRECTOR. Send 
for d etails to School of Per sonal Evangc· 
lism . at Chu rch of Christ , 3380 Coleman 
Aven ue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
38 122. Phone: (90 1) 324·8831 o r (90 1) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

sta tes will ass ist Mye1·s as cou!lselors, 
tea chers and program speakers. 

T he others include Bill Allan and Rick 
Cline of Wichita, Kan., Ron Carter of 
Colorado Spr ings, Bryan Crowe of Den
ver , R ichard Gods il of Derby, Kan ., Davi d 
Harrelson of Lubbock, T~x. and Vic Shel
ton of Bil lings, Mont. 

Additional informat ion can be ob ta ined 
f rom Myers in ca r e of Litt leton Church 
of Chr ist, 90 E ast Orcha rd, Littleton, CO 
80121. 

Ray Lee o ,·ct·ton, Barrie, Ontario L4M 
41'7 : April 26, 1981 was a gr eat day at 
Grove Park church of Chr ist as we had 
one baptized and her husband was re
stot·ed. Being a sma ll working cong rega
t ion this had g reat impact on everyone. 
Pr ay fo t· us. 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:HING 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tu ition • " What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experi enced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curricu lum 
• Curricu lum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEI NG ACCE PTED NEXT ENRO LLM ENT- JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Cata log Write o r Calf 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail , Bedford (f ort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·262-3911 

K6t 
Can you afford " to build? 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. can help you answer 
this important question. 

Church fina nc ing i ~ our b u sincs~ .. . 
serving over 1250 congregations of Churches of Christ since 1959 ... and we 
are adding congregations each month , w ho continue to build. 
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Affi liated Ma nagers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amari llo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

Please send informa tion about your qualit y church 

fina ncin g. 

Name· nr r:on~rcgn tion 

Address 

City St.lle Zip 

Indiv idual's Na mnt Func:tion in c:ongrt!ga tiun 

Tcll'phorw ------------

"The Corne rs tone of Church Financing" 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Min istry 

Grades 1-5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960-2316 

emplo~ees 
Of= 

cbar<.cbes at= chr<.fs't 
fosar<.aoce gr<.oap • ..... .... • 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT. .80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. ............. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . .. . .. .. . .. .. . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . . .. . . $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. . .. .. .. . .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713·376-8087 

" Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 

FI RM FOUNDATION- MAY 26, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
AdvertWng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregationa 

advertising meeting places, preachers seekLns work or congregation& scekinc preachcn. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRiST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-l'ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonurd M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 s. Trim· 
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
---DENVER-:-co:-::L~O="'RA.~"""D,....0,....-~8022~=8 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATBAltl, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2888. 
n"AsKA.~-.;;.;....-::AN-::-:c==a=o-=RAGE cBVRCB OF 
OHRIST, 1700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublla Road 

Plea•aatoa. Callfoi'Dia 94506 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP tnt-iSLAND OF -KAUAI, 
HAWAll. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO,;:R:;:T=H=w=E=:s==T~C==H==u==R~c=H:--::O:-::F:--:C::H::R::I::::ST=,--::1-=:66::-::6~6--1:-:6~th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98165. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 
SERMONS FROM SUNSET on 90 minute cassette 
tapes. Taped courses for PREACHER-TEACHER 
training and other classes on tape. Write for free 
Tape Catalog and Brochure. Sunset School of 
Preaching Extension Department. 2482 27th Street. 
Lubbock, Texas 79411. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Lewis Frisb;r, 714-62Z-2586~ 

Pnul Harper, 473-8228. 
--------~M~E=T=R~O~-=DENVER~A~R;E~A---------

Englew()l)d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. EvanJl'ellut 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :ziOG~IIorjiP;'QD Ave., 
u.s. 480 Ecu1t Oppn11lte K-Mart. Offlee .f'1'1· 
U'Tl. Robby Wade, Mia. 4'16-4058. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valle-y Chnreh nf 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
CHURCH PEWS for sale, solid oak, with pads. 
927 total feet. Contact: Sunset Church of Christ, 
2432 27th Street, Lubbock, Tx. 79411. Phone 806· 
744-8012/0581. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 67042, or call (606) 266-6876. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 
ft.TT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CRTTRCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. W~>rl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CWLDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparenta, christians who are 
Interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689· 
7725 (day) or 512-689-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78065. 
"hl?rl.c'LO~MEN'f: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3657 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-For preaching appoint
ments in Oklahoma. Employed by State of Okla
homa as a Specialist in Youth Guidance. Holds de
gree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman College. 
Resume with references submitted upon request. 
Phone 405-275-8249. 
FOR SALE: Rex-Rotary 660 mimeograph machine. 
Little used and in excellent condition. Also have 
11 quires of bulletin stencils and regular stencils. 
Price: $200. If intereste<h write Erick church of 
~:J"!a~s7.Box 26, Erick, K 73646 or call (406) 

"Preacher wanted in beautiful rural Alpine, Texas. 
Alpine Church of Christ Is needing a preacher. 
House furnished and part of utilities. About 70 mem
bers. If interested, please call Johnnie Perkins at 
915/837-2040. Position available July 1, 1981." 

IDLE BIBLE CALL EQUIPMENT 
Put it to work at one of the oldest operations-New 
Orleans Bible Call. Your equipment can help us 
continue to reach souls. Write BIBLE CALL, 7301 
Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, La. 70127 or call J. 
Warren Casey, 604/568-0322. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis· 
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking: long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 peofle. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or cal area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CENTURY Zl RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If :rou arc movlnsr an7where In the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with nn ethical: 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECfl Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Ia independently ownec'l and operated. 
PREACHER DESIRES CONGREGATTON: MAR
RIED, 3 CHILDREN. EDUCATION: B.S .. M.ED., 
SCH. OF PREACHING, 13 yrs. EXPERIENCE, 
Write: N. L. SHELTON, 8700 Stafford, Irving, Tx. 
75062 or call 214/255-4984. 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies in your area. 
Many sell for under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 
Ext. #566 for your directory on how to purchase. 
"A thirty-two-year-old preacher, with B.A. and 
M.S. from Abilene Christian U .. desires to locate 
with a free congregation. Call (809) 699-2465." 
"Experienced, middle-aged preacher available June 
15. Current references furnished. Contact Leonard 
Watts, P.O. Box 425, Independence, Kansas 67301 
or Phone 316/381-4405." 
Teacher Empl~o'""ym.;;;.....;;e'""nt~:'"'-~p=-A::-:N=o~R:-:A:-:M:-:A-:---::C::H:::RISTIIAN 
SCHOOL has openings for teachinJl' positions-
1981-82. Also opportunity for part time teacher
male administrator. Panorama Is located in Ideal 
climate near mountains and several colleges st 
Redlands, Riverside and San Bernardino. 

Contact: Dean Carlton, Director at 
Panorama Christian School 

·33981 Yucaipa Blvd. 
Yucaipa, Ca. 92899 
Ph-(714) 797-3250. 

For sale. song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 180 books in Jl'ood condition. Make 
us an offer, you pay frei!lht. Church of Christ, Box 
544. Rosebud, Texas 76570. Ph. (817) 588-4425. 
PREACHER WANTED. Small church wants man 
who can provide some of his own supnort. Branch 
of University of Minnesota in town. University of 
North Dakota 30 miles away. North Front Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 474, Crookston, MN 56716. 

"LIVING ONE DAY AT A TIME" 
Each day is a gift from God. The past is gone and 
the future uncertain. Learn to make the most of 
now. For a free copy of this helpful brochure send 
a long, SASE (364) to Caring Miniatry-F2, Box 
1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
EXPERIENCED, MATURE PREACHER AVAIL
ABLE. Write or call Richard N~rman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr., Richardson, TX 75080. 214/234-2952. 

INVESTIUATEI Tbe Firm FouadatloD 
trlea to aereoea advert111laa-. aad 'YIII aot 
kDowlaa-1)" take queatloaabiP ad,·ertlalraa-. 
Bat It Ia the reader's reo•poa•lblllt7 to ID• 
vestlgate. Like- aD)' othe-r pape-r. we aome
tlmea DDWIHIDJ:IJ' I'DD DD UDWOrth)' ado 
b the old aa:rlas .-oe•. before J'OU I.Dveat. 
IDYPRtiJ:atel 

YORK COLLEGE TOPS GOAL 
IN $2 MILLION DAY II 

York, Neb.--With help from a dozen 
cities connected by a conference telephone 
call, York College has exceeded its goal in 
$2 Million Day II by nearly a quarter mil
lion dollars. 

The April25 event brought in $2,237,250 
to be applied to the college's three-year, 
$5 million Silver Anniversary fund drive 
announced last October. With other dona
tions and pledges which have been made 
since the October 1980 announcement of 
the $5 million goal, the college has now 
received approximately $2.6 mllion in 
commitments for the dri\Te. 

MEMPIDS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Kni~ht Arnold Road 
Memphts, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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A Great Place For a Great Brotherhood 
To Come Together Once Each Year 

4th Annual 

August 20-22, 1981 

Century II Civic Center, Wichita, Kansas 

MOTIVATIONAL 
CLASSES 

Daily 
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

DAY KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
Bob Herndon, Wichita, KS 
Jerry Jones, Searcy, AR 
Greg Nevil, Wichita, KS 
Bill Morrow, LaPorte, CO 
Charles Bishop, Wichita, KS 
Richard Rogers, Lubbock, TX 

NIGHT KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
Mid McKnight, Kaufman, TX 
Bill Oakley, Wichita, KS 
Jeff Walling, Garden Grove, CA 

INSPIRATIONAL 
MESSAGES 

Nightly 
7:30p.m. 

PRACTICAL 
DISPLAYS AND 

EXHIBITS OF 
RELIGIOUS WORKS 

AND MATERIALS 

COMMERCIAL 
BOOTHS 

Offering - Bibles, Books. 
Visuals, Methods. Tapes. 

Teaching Aids, etc. 

CLASS TEACHERS 
Richard Rogers, Lubbock, TX Marlene Newsom, Wichita, KS 
Jeff Walling, Garden Grove, CA Denny Shepherd, Tulsa, OK 
Bill Oakley, Wichita, KS Jerome Williams, Tulsa, OK 
Bill Vasko, Lubbock, TX Bob Woodard, Lubbock, TX 
Dot Vasko, Lubbock, TX Abe Miller, Byesville, OH 
Ray Fullenwider, Lubbock, TX Bill Morrow, LaPorte, CO 
Ron Swadley, Tulsa, OK Carolyn Wade, Oklahoma City, OK 
Darlene Bridges, Lawton, OK June Cromling, Oklahoma City, OK 
Silas Shotwell, Stillwater, OK Bill Moody, Dallas, TX 
Mary Dudek, Hollis, OK Jerry Jones, Searcy, AR 
Royce Money, Springfield, MO Vickie Chapman, Tulsa, OK 
Bob Ethington, Tulsa, OK Dick Marcear, Amarillo, TX 

SONG LEADERS - Russ Teel and Jerome Williams 

'- .·.···• 

•· ... spe.c•••·•c•11s$•··:W:or volllfi·.·••· · · .. >·'~u .IJar ·saturday· ·:·{::::. · · 

THIS GREAT RELIGIOUS EVENT WILL HELP YOU: 

• TO FIND PEACE AND HAPPINESS IN YOUR LIFE 
• TO STRENGTHEN YOUR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
• TO GIVE SPIRITUAL DIRECTION TO OTHERS 
• TO UNDERSTAND THE DYNAMICS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

Sponsored By: For Information on: 
Wichita Area Churches of Christ Housing Bill Lewis 

Coordinated By: 
Westllnk Church of Christ 
1 0025 W. Central 
Wichita, Kansas 87212 
(318) 722·1111 

Exhibits 

1924 W. Douglas 
Wichita, Kansas 67203 
(316) 943-8876 

Tom Henderson 
c/o Westlink Church 
(316) 722-3495 
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Pepperdine Lectureship, April 19-22: Paul Methvin, minister from Ventura, 
CA, teaches a class on "Hal Lindsey and the Millennium Mania" at the 
Pepperdine University Lectureship. His class, taught in Stauffer Chapel, was 
one of several which daily drew capacity crowds. A very special feature 

of the Lectureship was a two-d ay discussion of marriage and divorce be
tween Dr. J. D. Thomas of ACU and J im Woodroof of College Station, 

TX. Some 500 people attend ed the discussion each day. 

Austin, Texas, June 2, 1981 
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GJiloria/ 

Perennial Restoration 

If restoration ever ceases to be perennial it will 
cease to be restoration. It has to be a continuing move
ment or it is no movement at all .. Each generation must 
seek to bring men back to God on the basis of the Scrip
tures and to recover the essence and nature of the New 
Testament practices. 

One might point to many events in history and caiJ 
them the beginning of the Restoration Movement. There 
probably hasn't been a century since the first century 
that has not seen one ·or more such efforts. Our people 
are more acquainted with the efforts of O'Kelly, Stone, 
Campbell and Scott, and with such powerful pieces of 
literature as the Last Will and Testament of the Spring
field Presbytery, the Declaration and Address, and the 
Sermon on the Law. Yet none of these can be accurately 
called the launching point of the Restoration Move
ment. Such a launching knows no minute in time that 
could be called a beginning. 

It is true that all of these and n1any others stirred 
the waters of Restoration, and gradually the current 
began to move. The idea was clarified and purified 
through many years of study and experimentation. It 
was tempered in the crucible of Campbell's great de
bates. It was clarified by Scott's first principle preach
ing. Gradually it took definite shape and became a 
"movement." 

The essential nature of the church began to emerge. 
It was a born-again community, separated from all the 
Devil's dominion by the New Birth. It owed allegiance 
to none but Jesus, on no other terms and no other basis 
but the Scriptures. It was undenominational and non
sectarian. Jesus was its only head and his word was its 
only authority. Thus it transcends all barriers of race, 
language or age, and constitutes the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

As these concepts came into focus it was difficult -to 
keep those who embraced them from feeling that they 
had captured all truth and had arrived at the ultimate 
destination of restoring the New Testament church. In
deed they had rediscovered the essentials. There are 
countless l details, however, that even yet must be 
searched for. The plea, then, is to restore to the church 
the essentiill marks of identity that would mark it as 
the church of the New Testament, and make its faith 
and its practice the same as that of the church of Jesus 
Christ. 

Any sincere reljgious person would appreciate any 
effort that eliminates the contamination and restores 
the purity of the church. The idea of restoration is a 

2 [338] 

noble one, and has a universal appeal. None have a 
monopoloy on it. It transcends all sectarian lines and is 
truly undenominational. The idea is theologically sound. 
The church grows as men and women are confronted 
with th~ gospel and choose to obey it. Denominational 
affiliation is completely extraneous. 

The Christian religion is preeminently a religion of 
faith-a faith that comes by hearing the word of God. 
The doctrine that faith is a gift imparted to us by a 
gracious God is not a Biblical doctrine. A faith we get 
from the word is always an obedient faith. It cannot be 
an "alone" thing. It is the response of the individual to 
the word he has received and accepted. Such a faith is 
always an obedient faith. 

And as more faith comes, a more perfect obedience 
results. The more perfect the obedience the more com
plete the Restoration. When faith quits increasing, Res
toration stops, and, in fact, begins to deteriorate. 

The primary foundation of all restoration is the com
mitment to the proposition that the Bible is the authori
tative word, and will, of Almighty God. Where it speaks 
we speak; where it is silent we must be ..gilent. The 
"Back to the Bible" cry will always be the rally call of 
Restoration. The continuing search for the ancient 
order will insure continued renewal of the Restoration. 

The movement will continue so long as each genera
tion continues its relentless search for truth and its ef
forts to reproduce in every age the essential nature of 
the New Testament church. Apostasy will be omni
present, and men will turn away from the truth to 
fables. If no effort is made to stop the mouth of the 
gainsayer· the whole church may go into oblivion. But 
it does not have to. Brave souls must arise in every 
age who are willing to battle against the current and 
continue to restore the essentials. The time will never 
come when we can call our work finished. Restoration 
must go on as long as time does. 

Men·must_continue to follow after truth relentlessly. 
It is more important that they do so in the religious 
field than in any other. And progress toward what God 
wants us to be, as'revealed in his word, comes only when 
we wrestle with truth like Jacob wrestled with the 
angel and do not let it go until we have received a 
blessing. 

FIR~I FOUNDATION 
Renel J.emmons, Editor 

Vvlume 98 (USPS 191-129) Number ~l! 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday In December by the Firm Founda· 
t.ion Publishing Houae, 8110 Guadalupe Street, Auatln, Texas. Second Clltaa 
Postage paid at Auatln, Texaa. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Offlc:o Box 610, A111tln, Texaa 78787 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per year. Club rate, $9.00 per year in clubs of five 
or more. Congregational rnte, $6.00 per family per year. Foreign subscription, 
$11. The date on your address label shows the time to which your subscription 
Ia paid. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per copy. 
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We are all interested in one common 
goal of influencing as many people for 
good of our Lord as we can. We all share 
a common problem that there are more 
demands on our time than we can meet. 
Hence, a system of priorities has to be 
set up that must be continuously reevalu
ated across the course of our lives. We 
must ask, "How can I make my efforts 
count for the most?" When we have made 
that choice for ourselves, others about us 
may dispute its validity. We do not see 
ourselves as others see us. 

The local preacher, in particular, is 
confronted with this problem. Where is 
the priority to be given? Is it to study? Is 
it to sermon preparation? Is it to coun
seling? Is it to community involvement? Is 
it to the mass media? Is it to socializing? 
Is it to bulletin preparation? 

'l'eaching the techniques of preaching is 
not one of the areas in which I claim to 
be an expert; nevertheless, among the 
voices that are attempting to tell you what 
you ought to do, I would like to speak a 
word about some of my concerns. 

Visitation 
First, I would like to speak in behalf of 

what seems to be a dying art--the pastoral 
call. It has died because most of the peo
ple in our congregations are too busy 
at their work or /at their television sets 
to want to take 1 out time to talk to the 
preacher. It has died because the preacher, 
himself, is too busy to give it a high 
ranking place in his priorities. It went 
out with the "house call" of the phy
sician. Many preachers have adopted this 
policy: If you want to see me, you can 
make an appointment in my office at my 
office hours. Not very many preachers, 
particularly in our larger congregations, 
do a lot of calling. We also have to admit 
that we are not changing the lives of any 
startling number of people in our con
gregation. 

An older preacher under whom I studied 
preaching years ago insisted that a local 
preacher should be in the home of every 
family in his congregation af least twice 
a year every year he was with the con
gregation. I do not know any preacher 
who does that; I confess that I never did 
it, for after I heard him, I was always a 
student or teacher and was doing "fill in" 
Sunday preaching. That teacher related in 
the class an . admonition his mother had 
given him when he was a beginning 
preacher: "If you stay in a congregation 
for any time there is not a family in it in 
which there will not be a tragedy of some 
sort, and at that time you will want to 
go to help that family as a trusted friend 
-not a stranger." 

I would not at all say that if you, in 
your work, have neglected to go to your 
people until tragedy strikes that you 
should stay away-but how awkward it is 
to find yourself at the door of a house 
where you have never been before and 
there has been a death! How awkward to 
go and introduce yourself to sorrowing 
people who do not know you and whom you 
do not know 1 How little you can accom
plish in contrast with what you could have 
done if you were real'y that one to whom 
they turned for spiritual support in their 
need! 

Preaching 
JACK P. LEWIS 

In preaching there is a great need for 
the well-prepared and capably delivered 
sermon; but we who preach need also to 
keep asking, "What are the purposes of 
these activities?" In the ultimate (whether 
on~ is doing evangelistic preaching or edi
fymg preaching), the changing of lives of 
the hearers is the goal. One does that as 
much by what he is and by his relationship 
with the individual, as by what he says. 
An enthusiastic response from the au
dience at the door at the end of the ser
mon may fall far short of that goal. The 
Lord told the prophet Ezekiel that he ap
peared to his people as "one who sings 
love songs with a beautiful voice and plays 
well on an instrument, for they hear what 
you say, but they will not do it" (Ezek. 32: 
32). That can also be true 9f any preacher. 
He can be extremely popular and his peo
ple not be one whit changed when he is 
through. 

A great deal of preaching one listens to 
is well presented and deals with at least 
semi-Biblical themes, but the man in the 
pew goes away no different from the 
condition in which he came; his emotions 
have not been stirred, his heart has not 
melted. The preaching did not deal with a 
problem he was actively wrestling with 
nor did it convince him that he should 
start wrestling with one he bad previously 
neglected. · 

Humor 
Another concern which I have is with 

humor. No on~ has a better appreciation 
for well-turned humor than I do. I have 
been known to tell a stale joke or so now 
and then. We all know its value in getting 
the attention of a sleepy audience. How
ever, a question of balance enters. Some 
time ago I went to a revival conducted by 
a speaker of national reputation. His ser
mon was to a large extent made up of a 
series of jokes with a short admonition at 
the end of the whole. I came away wonder
ing about his reputation. Is preaching an 
after-dinner occasion? I thought of Mil
ton's Lycidas, "The hungry sheep look up 
and are not fed." 

Areas of humor merit some thought. It 
is easy to feel very clever in your jokes 
and to provoke a great laugh out of a 
large part of an audience while driving 
a sword into the heart of some you should 
be trying to influence for good. One per
son in about five in America will suffer 
some emotional derangement during his 
life. Jokes at the expense of the mentally 
and emotionally deranged cease to be 
·funny when you have suffered or when 
someone near you has so suffered. Is your 
joke worth forfeiting permanently the pos
sibility of helping these people? People do 
not forgive sword jabs to their hearts. 

Drunkenness and the antics of the in
toxicated present humorous situations to 
those removed from the problem. But the 
sickness (or sin, as you will) of drunken-

ness is not humorous to the family suf
fering from the effects. of alcoholism. 

Dea_th is !1 light matter to those far 
from 1t and 1s the subject of a great .deal 
of humor. But death ceases to be a funny 
matter when the doctor announces to 
someone near you, "You have a malig
nancy," or "You have a crucial heart prob
lem and may drop dead at anytime." It is 
not funny when one near you is recently 
gone. No one can tell you about that. You 
have t~ walk that path yourself to know. 
There ~s not _an audience in which you will 
speak m which there is not one or more 
~hose ~orld is shattered and whose heart 
IS breakmg over an irreparable loss it has 
suffered. Is a laugh worth a sword thrust 
to open again the wound of that bleeding 
heart? 

Motivation or Learning? 
Yet another co~cem is over wh~t · sup

p_osed to happen m a sermon. It is a ques
t~on ov_er which we might have a lot of 
d~SCUSSIOn. A brother, speaking rather un
kmdly of the efforts of his preacher said 
"Y h , , ou ave to park your brain with your 
car on the parking lot each Sunday be
~ore you go in." Is there supposed to be 
mtellectual stimulation in preaching' At 
~n earlier time the preacher was the ·best 
mformed man in the community. That has 
long ceased to be. A preacher here in 
Memphis some time ago said, u All you need 
~ preach are a few scritptures and the 
gift of gab." 

I~ is ~ikely a ~alse dichotomy to oppose 
~otlvatlon and mfonnation. I think that 
m preaching motivation must grow out 
of t~e information that is supplied. At the 
carmval one buys cotton candy which is 
a pinch of sugar fluffed up; but he does 
not get very much in the fluff. Motivation 
without infonnation is only stirring zeal 
without knowledge. One can attend and 
respond to only so many spiritual pep ral
lies. If there is no substance, after a while 
he ceases to respond. 

_I listened to ~ preache~ some years ago 
w1th whose basic theological orientation I 
am not sympathetic. He chose the state
ments about Elijah in James chapter 5 as 
his text. He began by telling of having seen 
a movie depicting figures of early Ameri
can history in which the shortcomings of 
Washington, Franklin, Adams, and the 
other leaders were laid bare but which at 
last magnified what uncommon things 
these . ordinary men had achieved in build
ing the American Republic. He moved to 
"Elijah, a man of like passions with us," 
and he said. "Elijah was afraid, as I am 
afraid;" "Elijah became discouraged as I 
get discouraged." "Elijah was short on 
faith as I am short on faith." But then he 
also told of Elijah's great opposition to 
J ezebel turning the tide of Baal worship 
in Israel. As I listened to that familiar 
story which I have k)lown since childhood, 
something happened that has seldom hap
pened in listening to preaching. I sudden
ly found myself thinking, if God could do 
that with a man like Elijah, who knows, 
maybe, in spite of everything, he might be 
able to do some small thing with Jack 
Lewis. 

That is what preaching is all about! 

Harding Graduate School, Memphis Tenn. 
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Edwin Markham and the Restoration Movement 

Recently, I have been reading L. C. 
Sears' delightful autobiography entitled 
What Is Your Life? In recalling his grad
uation from the University of Kansas in 
1921, Dr. Sears mentions that Edwin 
Markham, '~The Dean of American Poets," 
was the commencement speaker on that oc
casion. 

Edwin Markham (1852-1940), the au
thor of "The Man With The Hoe," was 
called "the most talked-of literary man in 
America" by The Saturday Evening 
Post and "America's greatest poet" by 
Tke New York Globe. It was the opinion 
of The San Francisco Ch1:onicle that "No 
other poem in the world ever attracted so 
much attention as Edwin Markham's 'The 
Man With The Hoe.' " 

L. C. Sears was probably not aware of 
it as he sat listening to Markham's com
mencement address, but he and the great 
poet shared some common spiritual roots. 
Both men had been reared in religious 
homes that were affiliated with the Res
toration Movement, and both men had 
graduated from Christian colleges that 
were spawned by this vigorous movement. 

The parents of Edwin Markham, 
Samuel and Elizabeth, had been married 
in Michigan and lived for awhile in the 
town of White Pigeon near the Indiana 
state line. Elizabeth was a member of the 
Church of Christ in that community. Ex
cited by John Fremont's vision of the great 
Northwest, several members of the Church 
of Christ decided to migrate westward 
in a caravan of covered wagons. The 
Dictionary of American Biography says: 
"The Markbams moved from Micbigan to 
Oregon in 1847 with a company of Camp
bellites.'' 

The Markhams settled in Oregon City, 
Oregon on the Willamette River, a few 
miles south of Portland. There they built 
a log cabin with a store attached on the 
front. Charles Edward Markham (he later 
took the name Edwin) was born in this log 
cabin on April 23, 1852. His parents were 
divorced soon after his birth, and 
"Charley" (as he was called throughout 
his youth) was raised by his mother. 

Elizabeth Markham bought a wheat and 
sheep ranch in California's Lagoon Valley 
near Vacaville in 1856, and this was to 
be Charley's home for the next fourteen 
years. Many years later, Edwin Markham 
reflected back on these years : 

From the time I was two years of age 
I had been an attendant on Sunday 
school and preaching. When I was herd
ing mother's sheeP. on the Suisan Hills 
of California I had given a great deal 
of time to committing the Gospel pages 
to memory. As I walked the hills after 
the sheep I carried my little Bible in my 
hand. As I sat on great rocks watching 

4 [340] 

JERRY RUSHFORD 

the day-star arise, and on through the 
sunny noons of California to the golden 
sunsets touched with the golden glory 
of God's handiwork, I read my Bible 
even as a ten-year-old boy. 

My mind goes back to that ten-year 
period when I memorized most of the 
Gospels as I tended sheep like young 
David of old. I could repeat a hundred 
pages from memory as a child, pages of 
the Gospel· of Jesus that I memorized 
while tending my mother's sheep. The 
Gospel of Jesus is· the one thing that 
has had the most profound influence in 
my life. 

The person who exerted the strongest 
spiritual influence on young Charley 
Markham was his mother. She was an ac
tive member of the Church of Christ in 
Vacaville, and she quickly introduced this 
way of life to her young son. As Mark
ham later remembered: 

She was a seeker after religious truth 
always and took me with her, even as a 
mere child, on these religious quests. 
She belonged to the Campbellite 
Church, known now as the Disciples. 
There was just enough controversy and 
clash of wits in that early church to 
satisfy her keen and vivid intelligence. 
In those days the Disciples specialized 
in Bible lore, and what was not known 
to them of immersion as the true form 
of baptism was not known to any group 
on earth. 

I remember that now and then my 
mother would dress me and take me to 
what were called "revival meetings" or 
"protracted meetings," where all the 
celebrities of the church came, each of 
them dowered with immense beards and 
broad-bottomed physical bodies; preach
ers with voices like the seven thunders 
of Patmos; voices that could and did 
hurl thunderbolts of the fear of God into 
the most abject sinners. 

In 1870, Elizabeth left the ranch and 
moved to San Jose to enable her son to 
attend the State Normal School. There 
Charley became friends with Dr. James 
Madison Case, a local physician who was 
an elder in the Church of Christ. It was 
also during his stay in San Jose that 
Charley obeyed the gospel. . "I was im
mersed in a deep pool outside of the town 
somewhere," he later recalled. 

One of the preachers who had a signifi
cant influence on Charley Markham's 
spiritual development was Alexander 
Johnston, the editor of The Bible Exposi
tor. Markham said of him: 

Among the great preachers of that 
church in those early days was Alexan
der Johnston, a tall, thin, wiry per
sonality, with broad clifflike brows; 
long, skinny fingers like the talons of 
a vulture, and whenever he walked 

across the floor of a church toward the 
pulpit he was the target of all eyes. He 
was a thoughtful man, crammed with 
Bible quotations and always ended his 
sermons with a terrific appeal to the 
terrors of the law. 

Another observer wrote: 

Johnston was a man of fine appear
ance well educated, and a fine preacher. 
In fact, along the lines of "first prin
ciples" he had few equals. He was a 
college-bred man, and at once took a 
leading place in the educational forces 
of the State among our people. 

Johnston was making plans to launch a 
school in Santa Rosa in the fall of 1872 
to be known as Christian College. Ever 
since Charley Markham's baptism, his 
mother had entertained thoughts of her 
son studying for the ministry, and now she 
urged him to enroll under Johnston's 
tutelage at Christian College;· 

Such was Alexander Johnston's rallying 
ability that he succeeded in gaining sup
port for his enterprise. A splendid two
story frame building with all the neces
sary equipment was completed at a cost 
of twenty-five thousand dollars. On Sep
tember 23, 1872, the doors of Christian 
College were opened to the public. 

Charley Markham was a student at 
Christian College in the school years of 
1872-73 and 1873-74. To make ends meet, 
he roomed in the bell tower with some 
other boys who did not have much money. 
He taught classes in grammar and mathe
matics in return for small stipends. 

However, the two years of study at 
Christian College did not turn Charley to
ward the ministry. When he received his 
diploma in 1874, the twenty-two year old 
graduate went forth as a teacher. In fu
ture years, the young man who almost be
came a preacher in the Church of Christ 
went on to establish an international repu-

. tation as "the Dean of American poetry." 
Markham's intimate involvement with 

the Restoration Movement came to an end 
with his graduation from Christian Col
lege, but he never outgrew the influence 
of the years he spent there. When he was 
eighty years old he told a friend about the 
church of his youth: 

This church claimed to have no cate
chism and no creed. They claimed then 
that their only creed was the Bible; 
that any one could be received into the 
church who acknowledged Christ as 
Savior. I did that! He must also ex
press a desire to live in conformity with 
Christ's teaching. I made that pledge 
and have tried to live up to it since that 
day. 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 
90265 
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Sir, Will You Talk With Us? 
FRANK H. PIERCE 

While waiting in a department store in Canton, China for my 
guide to purchase some buttons on December 22, 1980, I was ap
proached by two Chinese girls who were in their late teens with 
this inquiry: "Sir, will you talk with us?" Thus began a dialogue 
that has opened another door for the evangelization of China's 
one billion people. 

Assuring these girls that I would be happy to talk with them, 
we conversed briefly at the store and agreed to meet again about 
an hour later at the Tung Fang Hotel. When we got together at 
the hotel coffee shop shortly after 4:00 p.m., I ordered a pot 
of tea and prepared for an extended visit. For the next two hours 
it was my privilege to hear and answer their questions on a 
variety of topics. They were not only eager to learn as much 
as they could about America, but were also anxious to tell me 
about China and to encourage me to visit their country again. 

Since the people of mainland China have been isolated from 
the rest of the world for the greater part of the last three 
decades, these young people had had little opportunity to have 
any type of communication with the people of other countr-ies, 
especially Americans. But now that diplomatic relations have 
been restored between our two nations, there is a great thirst 
for knowledge on the part of China's youth, and the time that 
I was able to spend with these teenage girls in the hotel coffee 
shop has opened a line of communication between us which I 
believe will result in great things for the cause of Christ. 

Before bidding these young people farewell, I obtained ·their 
addresses, gave each of them a copy of the New Testament in 
Chinese, and assured them that I would write to them following 
my return to the United States. 

Knowing that I would not be able to visit China again for quite 
some time, I gave the names and adresses of these young people 
to Brother Jack McGhee as I passed through Hong Kong, and he 
has already had extensive visits with one of these girls and her 
family in Canton. She has written to me about his visits, and her 
letters denote an open mind that is eager to know the truth. In 
her most recent letter to me she states: 

"Jack wrote to me day before yesterday that he will come to 
Canton before July. He brought a lot of Bibles with him the 
last two times and will bring some this time. I sent some to all 
of my friends. They like it very much. Now I read the Bible 
every day in Chinese and English, and I also do some exercises 
which will be corrected by Jack. Now I know how the human 
beings were born and everything which I did not know before 
you sent me the first Bible in Chinese. I am so glad that you will 
tell me something about our great God. I'm sure I will read 
everyday. When my summer holidays come I will specialize in 
the Bible." 

The eighteen-year-old Chinese girl that penned these words 
has never known anything but life in a Communist society. And 
even though she is not a Christian, it is quite evident from her 

letters to me that she is hungering and thirsting after righteous
ness. I believe that God has led us· to a key person in China, 
since she is not only spending lots of time in Bible study herself, 
but is also actively engaged in sending Bibles and correspon
dence courses to her friends. Moreover, she has an older brother 
that is also studying the Bible, and every member of her family 
can speak English. 

The door to China's teeming millions is now beginning to open. 
And as the door opens, China's youth seems to be asking: "Sir, 
will you talk with us?" The Great Commission demands that we 
talk to them. 

God used me to make this contact in China, and he can use all 
to further the good work that is now being done in the most 
populous nation on earth. The question naturally arises: "What 
can the Christians of America do to help evangelize a nation that 
is almost six thousand miles west of California?" We can pro
vide the funds for our brethren in Hong Kong in order that they 
may be able to make periodic visits into China and continue to 
distribute Bibles and correspondence courses. For additional 
information, please write to Jack McGhee, 29-A (6th Floor), 
Symour Road, Hong Kong. 

More than a century ago Napoleon Bonaparte exclaimed: 
"China? There lies a sleeping giant. Let him sleep, for when he 
awakes he will move the world." That sleeping giant has now 
begun to flex his muscles, and we cannot remain indifferent to 
the salvation of one-fourth of the earth's population. The church 
of our Lord has a message that will awaken this "sleeping 
giant" if we will only become serious about our God-given mis
sion. But China will never be evangelized as long as our brother
hood is content to worship at the shrine of its youth, spending 
large sums of money on recreational facilities and programs of 
entertainment for its young people, while neglecting to train 
them for service in the kingdom of God. 

The time has also come for us to quit wasting millions of dol
lars each year moving preachers from one established congre
gation to another, and begin at once to spending these millions 
establishing new congregations in the major population centers 
of a world that our Lord has commanded us to evangelize. 

Brethren, God is still opening doors, and I'm persuaded thdt 
he will open more doors for us in China if yve will seek his guid
ance on how to get the job done, and stop our senseless waste 
of manpower and money. Now is the time for us to make full 
use of the media at our dispo.sal to preach Christ in China, 
whether it be through personal teaching, radio, or literature. 
For the people of that far away land are facing life without 
God and death without hope. And may we never be guilty of 
closing our ears to the cries of those who are asking: "Sir, will 
you talk with us?" 

204 Shadywood Lane, Seagoville, Texas 75159 
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Evolution and Religion 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Once the theory of evolution was accepted by the academic 
world, it was inevitable that it would be applied to every possible 
area of experience, including religious. Since evolutionary prog
ress was from the simple to the complex, the assumption was 
that the first religious ideas of man would be simple and not far 
removed from the near animal level of early man. Actually, it 
would have been preferable to postulate a level at which man 
existed with no religion at all, but early advocates of evolu
tionary rel_igion were aware that no evidence could be pro
duced for such a condition. By starting with primitive ideas of 
religion, however, it was assumed that man gradually elevated 
his conceptions of God until he reached the ethical monotheism 
of the higher religions. 

0 

The foundations for the evolutionary approach to religion 
was laid by E. B. Tylor who argued that the essence of primi
tive religion was animism, the belief in spiritual beings. Tylor 
distinguished two stages in the growth of animism : ( 1) belief 
in souls of individuals which were capable of existence apart 
from the body and after the death of the body, and (2) belief 
in other spirits upward to the rank of deities. 

The first belief arose from the experience of dreams and 
visions when it seemed that the soul left the body. In particular, 
dreams or visions of the dead would lead the primitive mind to 
think of the soul as distinct from the body. These souls or 
spirits were naturally held to affect or control the material 
world. Religion, then, began as an attempt to control or at least 
pacify these beings by worship. 

Although this theory seemed to meet the needs of evolution
ary theory, it was soon to be challenged by those within the 
evolutionary camp, itself. Sir William Frazer, in his study 
of primitive religions, convinced most of the academic world 
that there was a stage prior to animism, a stage at which 
man seeks to control nature by rite and spell. Later, according_ 
to this theory, out of fear and hope, man appeals to higher 
beings-demons, ancestor spirits, or gods. Religion, thus, arises 
at the point where magic seems to fail. E. S. Brightman ex
plains the theory as follows: "Religion, then, from the 

0 
start, 

is an attempt to persuade the cosmic powers to be friendly 
to man, and is based on the presupposition that magic is inade
quate and that man's desires cannot wholly control the course 
of events" (Philosophy of Religion, P. 41). 

Frazer's discovery did not refute an evolutionary. theory 
of religion. In fact, if true, the discovery would strengthen 
the theory for it would trace religion farther back to the 
non-religious foundation of magic. 

A third theory, offered by the sociologist, Durkheim, ex
plained the origin of the religious sentiments as that of being 
generated by society. Religion was needed to keep society 
unified; without it, society would decompose. 

The theory was not totally acceptable even to evolutionists, 
even ~hough it provided a way for explaining how non-religious 
primitive man could acquire a religion. Critics found numerous 
problems. Demerath and Hammond in their book, Religion in 
Social Conte~t, point out, among other things, that the theory; 
involved circular reasoning. For example, Durkheim argued 
at one point that social cohesion is a product of religion, but 
at another point, he argued that religion is a product of social 
cohesion. 

Today, there is a general consensus that science cannot de
termine the exact origin of religion. The evidence, they concede . h , 
as m t e case of the missing fossils, ~s too inadequate. How-
ever, there is still general agreement that the higher religions 
evolved from lower stages. While disagreeing over the origin 
of religion, many still suggest a theory similar to the earlier 
theory with stages such as the following: (1) a primitive belief 
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in a magical power called mana, (2) animism, (3) polytheism, 
such as is found in Greek religion, ( 4) the Hebrew belief in 
one tribal god, (5) the philosophical monotheism of Plato and 

·the Hebrew prophets, and (6) finally, to the higher world 
religions. 

For those interested in refutation of this view, one useful 
method would be listening to the various theories refute one 
another. Another would be to examine the evidence for the 
Biblical explanation. 

The Original Biblical Religion 
While anthropol9gists continue their searches for the· origin 

and development of religion, it is time to consider what we 
should expect to find if the Biblical account is true. In the 
first place, although there was progressive knowledge of God 
given to Israel, there was no corresponding progress in religious 

· practice. In fact, the first centuries of Israel's history reveal a 
continual backsliding. If anthropologists find evidence that 
Israel worshipped many gods, it is not because she had pro
gressed upward from animism; rather, she had degenerated 
from belief in the one true God. In the case of Israel's religion, 
the actual progress was from higher to lower, and this is 
not what anthropologists expect to find. In study of other 
religions, we must suspect the same tendency of man-the 
tendency to backslide rather than to go forward. If this factor 
is not taken into account, it is possible that what was actually 
an apostasy from a higher religion will be taken as an advance. 

The Biblical account would, in fact, prepare us to accept 
later religions as an apostasy from the original faith given 
to man in the Graden of Eden. Genesis 1-3 tells us that man 
was created by God in his own image and walked with him 
in unity until the separation which resulted from· the fall. 
Even after that, man knew no other God than the creator 
for a limited period of time. 

However, if anthropologists search for material evidence 
of this early worship, they would be searching for. evidence 
which could not be expected to last. For example, the Biblical 
worshipper would leave no images. Further, the only ritual 
was that of animal sacrifice on altars of either earth or 
uncut stones. As Robert Brow points out, "Since earth crumbles 
and stones are used in building, most of the early altars will 
not be recognizable even if they are found. Nor does the true 
monotheist use idols or images . . . We should not, therefore, 
expect any evidence of religion till it is well past the original 
stage" (Religion, P. 12). 

Even though such evidence will likely be unavailable, it is 
good that archaeologists have continued to search for the 
origins of religion. As archaeology has progressed, surprising 
discoveries have been made, and the surprising fact is that 
few support the evolutionary theory of religion. In fact, recent 
archaeological studies have forced a restatement of the theory 
of the evolution to push the emergence of monotheism to the 
shadows of pre-history. Actually, this evidence is admitted but 
generally ignored. 

0 

Although many authorities might be called on to support 
this fact, the witness of a noted anthropologist, Bronislaw 
Malinowski, is most impressive, inasmuch as he began his 
studies with sympathy for a Freudian view of the origin 
of religion. ' 

Malinowski, after summarizing the theories which hold 
animism, totemism, etc., to be the most primitive religion, points 
out that there are two important contributions to the theory 
of primitive religion which somehow have remained outside the 
main current of anthropological interest. These ideas are of 
the primitive idea of one God and of the place of morals in 
religion. After commenting on how remarkable it is that such 
ideas would be rejected, Malinowski suggests this explanation: 
"Perhaps the explanation is in the preconceived idea that 
"origins" must be very crude and simple and different from 
the developed forms, or else in the notion that the 'savage' 

(Contin~ed on page 11) 
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Dis fellowship (3) 
CHARLES HODGE 

The power of disfellowship is fellowship. Real fellowship is 
preventative disfellowship! Disfellowship is a last resort-not 
a first thought. A log going down the river had one million 
ants on it-every ant thought he was running the log! Elijah 
and God counted differently-this is a warning siren. There 
is no place among Christians for a "religious Ku Klux Klan." 
A "buzzard mentality" cannot be tolerated. Hearsay cannot 
be admitted in a court of law-it must not be considered at 
church. Judgment must not be considered before evidence. 
Evidence involves two or more witnesses. Christianity demands 
the high standard of a compassionate ethic. Impatience, rude
ness, "shoot from the hip" must be stopped. There must be a 
"fair trial" before there is a "hanging!" Do not make bad 
matters worse. Do not uproot the wheat destroying the tares. 
We are in the "wheat business"-not "tare removal." 

But the answer to "bad disfellowship" is not "no disfellow
ship." There is a time and place for discipline. The answer to 
"bad fellowship" is "scriptural disfellowship." God built the 
church upon his name and character. It must be kept clean. 
(1) Disfellowship is for the good of the member. It is grace
not destruction. Sinners are to be snatched "as from the fire." 
A soul is saved from death and sin is cowered! Tenderness is 
always involved in discipline (Gal. 6). (2) Disfellowship is 
for the purity of the church. Sin and righteousness cannot 
countenance each other. "Sin must not be allowed to remain 
in the camp." Disfellowship also carries with it a deterrent 
value. (3) Disfellowship is an example to the world. The 
church is in the world but the world must not be allowed in 
the church. A heaven-bound church does not have earthen 
values and ethics. The salt loses its salt when it loses its 
savor. A pure church is a beacon of hope in a darkened world. 
Purity is as indispensable as unity. Disfellowship exists to save 
the member, the church, the world. · 

"Scriptural disfellowship" must be done with immorality. 
Read 1 Corinthians 5. Just stop and think. Immorality cannot 
be tolerated in Christianity. A little leaven ruins the whole 
lump. It has arrested your writer's attention, however, how 
many extremists and "Church Saviors" have had personal 
moral problems! The "pot cannot call the kettle black." The 
"log'' from our own eye must be removed before the "splinter" 
in another's! Partiality is wrong anywhere in church-espec
ially in disfellowship. You cannot glorify one brother while 
hanging another for doing the same thing! Sin is sin regard
less who does it. Disfellowship must not be "color blind." 
There is no excuse in allowing things to go on and on for 
years! Sin cannot be tolerated among us! 

"Scriptural disfellowship" must be done with doctrinal error. 
Read Titus 1, Galatians 1, 2 John, 1 Timothy 1. Error can
not save; error is not a substitute for truth. But error must 
be error. Opinion is not faith; an honest question is not 
heresy; tradition is not truth; failing to suit me is not 
apostasy. Men must be encouraged to an open honest Bible 
study. They must be challenged to develop their own individual 
conscience. There are stages of development. Christian con
sciences do vary. There is a legitimate work for Christian 
liberty. Conscience must be respected. Paul warned Timothy 
and Titus about "feuding and fussing'' over nothing! Do not 

make mountains of molehills. Do not disfellowship a brother over 
something later either accepted or forgotten. Conformity is 
not the basis for disfellowship; diversity does not demand 
division. 

"Scriptural disfellowship" must be done with heretics. Heresy 
is not error per se-it is a contentious, factious, schismatic 
attitude. Many are "heretics" who hunt for "heretics." The 
great sin in the New Testament is division. Men must not 
be encouraged to "keep the Church upset" all the time. Church 
leaders cannot be contentious. "A heretic is one who is sure 
he knows what the Lord would do if He were in his place, 
and proceeds to do it for Him." Save me from "Church Saviors." 
Religiosity must not destroy members! Members are not to 
be "battered." Someone said, "They are nice as long as you 
agree with them." We as a people who preach unity must not 
practice division. How can we be disposed to division while 
quoting slogans on unity? It is not our differences that divide 
but our attitude toward those differences. Even disfellowshipped 
brethren are "brothers not enemies" (2 Thess. 3). Strife can
not be tolerated. 

The Bible gives the steps and attitudes involved in discipline. 
Read Matthew 5, 18; Galatians 6; James 5; 1 Peter 3. These 
verses are "power packed." The entire controversy of "dis
fellowship" would be solved if these verses were practiced. 

(1) Offenders go to the offended; the offended goes to 
the offenders. This usually is not done. Do not encourage 
anything else until this is done! Don't run and drop it on the 
preacher! Don't run and drop it on the elders! Don't tell it all 
over town! This is so simple! People who usually yell for 
"disfellowship" never do this. Keep it within its small circle. 
Settle it quickly and quietly. Save yourself and your brother. 
By the way, you cannot worship God while "at outs" with your 
brother. Don't go to the wrong person! NOW-don't take or 
send the wrong persons! Only spiritual brethren recognizing 
their own humanity must go! Forget your earthen sense of 
justice; swallow your diabolic pride-go get the matter settled 
quickly. 

(2) Go with a Christian attitude. 1 Peter 3 has not been 
read closely. Meekness is there but also "hope." We give a 
man a reason for our "hope" not our "pet peeve." We do 
not go to "straighten anyone out." We go to restore him. 
The time and place are of utmost importance. Priscilla and 
Aquila took Apollos aside privately. A "jab" in Bible class, 
a loud rebuke in the foyer while leaving, preaching in the 
dismissal prayer violate Christianity. Your writer has a simple 
rule-you can "jump all over me"-but it will cost you a 
lunch! If you cannot do it as a Christian at the price of a 
meal than you are disqualified to correct t By the way, I get 
a lot of free meals! 

(3) Don't play games. "Anonymous letters" are an abomina
tion! "Don't tell him I told you" is cowardice. Writing some
one up in a public paper is meanness. Labels are unnecessary. 
We must take heed unless we devour one another. 

( 4) Forgive the penitent. Make it as easy as possible to 
return and grow. Learn to pray and to forgive. Then we will 
all be better and stronger for it. The power of disfellowship 
is fellowship. 
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TOP: Pearlie Williams of L.A., 112 years old this month, is 
presented flowers by President H oward White!. Lectureship 
Director Mike Armour looks on. ABOVE: Tho Exhibit Hall 
was the center of activity for Lectureship guests. BELOW: 
Ron Phillips, Doa n of the Law School, teaches a class on 
"Tho Forgiving Lord." 
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1981 PEPPERDINE UNIVI 
"THE MACiNIFICEN( 
Themes from the Be 

The 38th annual Bible Lectureship drew the largest daytime at
tendance in the history of the lectureships at Malibu. Over 800 
stayed in dorms, some 250 more than in any previous year. There
sult was that classes were crowded all week, literally overflowing 
into surrounding hallways. The principal lectures, as well as several 
classes, addressed g1·eat themes from the Colossian letter. 

Landon Saunders of HEARTBEAT opened the week by address
ing a lectureship youth rally. Later that evening he spoke to more 
than 2000 people gathered in Firestone Fieldhouse for the beginning 
of the lectureship. Ira North concluded the lecture program on 
Wednesday night. Other keynote speakers included Clifton Ditmore, 
Humphrey Foutz, David Davenport, Joe Barnett, and Jerry Harvill. 

As the lectureship was drawing to an end, guests began arriving 
for the 5th annual Christian Counselors' Seminar which was on the 

TOP: Large crowds gathered in Firestone Fieldhouse for tho morning and evening lectures. 
BOTTOM: J . D. Thomas of ACU was given a Christian Writer of the Year award at the 20th 
Century Christian luncheon. With him · are Columbia' Christia n College President J . P. 
Sanders, Joe Barnett of Lubbock, TX, and Norvel and Holen Young of Pepperdine. 
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SITY LECTURESHIP: 
OF CHRIST"-
: of Colossians 

23rd and 24th. Seventy-two attended, many of 
whom stayed over from the Lectureship. Speakers 
were Rusty Bolton from Fresno, CA; Dr. John 
Free from Fullerton, CA, and Dr. Tom Milholland 
fromACU. 

All classes and lectures were taped and may be 
ordered through Don Humphrey, 2001-B W. De
troit, Broken Arrow, OK 74012. 

TOP: Jimmie Lovell of ACTION visits with guests 
at his World Bible School booth in the Exhibit 
Hall. BOITOM: Humphrey Foutz of Baltimore, 
MD, delivers a stirring lecture on Monday 
evening. 

TOP LEFT: Don Humphrey hed tapes ready to pick up immodietoly following oach class and lecture. 
TOP RIGHT: One hellmerk of tho Lectureship was spirited end uplifting singing. ABOVE: Bobb Gowen 
of Chico, CA, was given tho Preacher of the Year Award. Shown with him is Director of the C hurch 
Services Dopertmont Miko Armour, Board of Regents Chairmen Thomas Bost and Chancellor M. Norvel 
Young. BELOW LEFT: Ira North visits with guests following tho fina l locturo. BELOW LEFT: Mike 
Armour spoaks to the Associate Women of Pepperdine on "Christian Education end tho Challenge of 
Secularism." Tho AWP dinner was the largest in Lectureship history. 
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EXPO 82-EVANGELISM 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Esten Macon, Viola, Tn., 37394, April 15: speak during our meeting June 7-12. I am 
nearing the close of forty years as a 
preacher. A World's Fair will be held in Knoxville, 

Tn., May-October of 1982. Being in the 
heartland of the Tennessee Valley Author
ity and the Department of Energy's Oak 
Ridge Nuclear Enet·gy Plants, it has been 
tabbed the Energy Exposition. Some 11 
million visitors from around the world are 
anticipated. 

I started my fourth year here on April 4. 
Leonard J ohnson, Jackscrcek, Tn., will 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Yei..r Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregatitln 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doors tep of Canada 
• Operating Since 1970 
• Located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

This program provides a challenge and 
opportunity lo the Lord's people to pres
ent the gospel to those who come. The 
elders of the Laurel congregation in Knox
vi lle have agreed to oversee the project. 
Churches in the immediate area have 
pledged themselves to raise $75,000 to 
pay for the floor space. The projected 
costs will be. no less than $600,000. Al
ready some $140,000 has been pledged. 

Information can be obtained from the 
Laurel Church of Chris t, World's Fair 
Exhibit, P.O. Box 10683, Knoxville, Tn. 
37919. 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
DaYe Cordry, Box 153, Scott City, Kan

sas 67871: Sunday, April 19, marks a new 
chapter in t he history of the Lord's church 
in Scott City, KS. On that day, we will 
again become a congregation under the 
oversight of biblical pastors. 

For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
The Scott City church began meeting in 

the summer of 1910 after the brethren 
departed over the usc of the instrument. 
For many years prior to the Dust Bowl 
days of the 30's, she was served by elders. 
But with the exodus that then occurred, 
the church was left without many men at 
al l for numerous years. 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc· 

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For many years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. !-Gospels and Acts . . ..... .. ... . .... ..... $7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation . .. .......... ... . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume . .................. .. . . $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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EVOLUTION AND RELIGION 
(Continued from page 6) 

or 'pr imitive' is really savage and p rimi
tive" (Magic, Science and Religion, P. 23) . 

For proof t hat t hese ideas have been 
confirmed, he r efers to studies by Andrew 
Lang among Australian natives of a belief 
in a tribal All-F ather. Further, the stud ies 
of Welhelm Schmidt have produced much 
proof that the belief is u niversal among 
peoples of the simplest cul t ures. Malinow
sky f inds the e\·idence too convincing to be 
dismissed a s either a n ir relevant fragment 
of mythology or a s an echo of missionary 
teaching. Thus, once again, a concept 
which was bol'll of the modet·n evolutiona r y 
view has been followed, only to f ind that 
the concept, fa r f r om destr oying faith, is , 
itself, based on f a ith, a f a ith tha t the evo
lutionary view must be t rue because t he 
only a lternative, the s upernatural v iew, is 
held t o be unscientific. 

It should be stressed that it is not j ust 
as plausible on historical grollnds to a rgue 
that primitive r eligion was an apostasy 
from monotheism as it is to hold t hat mo
notheism gr ew up on the foundat ions of 
primit ive religion. 
Box 917, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

INCLUDE Y OU R zn• CODE 
When you s e n d In a lis t o C n ew subscrlp

llon s t o the F irm Fou n dntlon, p leas e b e 
aure each has the prope r Z i p Code n umber 
a t tcr th o city and s tate. 

.. 

LIPSCOMB SETS ORIENTATION 
WORKSHOPSFORJUL~AUGUST 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Officials of 
David Lipscomb College have issued an 
invitation to nil students who have com
pleted grades ten, eleven or 12 to attend 
one of two Orientation Workshops to be 
held at t he college lhis summer. 

The wo1·kshops, to be held July 29-
August 1 and August 5-8, help students 
who arc interested in attending college 
experience what, college life is like. 

Frank Trayler, P .O. Box 1164, George 
West, Texas 78022, April 8, 1981 : The 
No1·t h S ide chu rch in George West con
tinues progressing-two baptisms Sun., 
Apr. 5. W ith 46 members we had 75 pr es
ent, and $738.00 in collection. The week 
before, with special planning, we had 
$1,700 in contributions. 

Ca.t iforn la. 
Chul"ch Me..-gers 

£H'td lncotpomttot\S 
S_yron 0. Gro~~s, A1tom~y 
001 N. Pa:l'kaZntcz~ 5atda. Atta. 

California. 9Zf05 
(714) 549. 5369 

WANTED 

..... 

YOUR ATTENDANCE! 

FR ~M 11fc ... . Eighth Annual 
Jail/Prison 
Workshop 

FP. 

Raytown Church of Christ 
6000 Blue R•d•e Boulevard 
Rayto• n M''"'"" 641 JJ 

Phone J~J.JSIJ 

GREAT RI!\\'ARI> 

GREAT R£" AROS • • ah )OU b) aut:ndins 1hh 
walquc- Mmln.a.r. lk nMiiutcd b) Jolnln1 •lth othcn 
ln God'• t\rn'l) ' ' h mnC"hn hchlnd t hc- •<~.lh of j aili 
and PriMnJ. or ou r na1ion. lr "' •Ill do thc pl .. nt ing 
•nd wau· rln~. God •ill~elvt the lnt n:nC'··IIurt hold-1 

trfl4' o~ty w lllf'rf'- f' l '" f,llj,J pruu rt u.:•lt'' 

00 \'OU KSOW tomtont tn Jail or pri:a.on?. 
Pcrh l pt a hu•band or •ift , a ton or dau~httr. a.n 
unclt or aun1, or 1~"• • frltnd or nt:l~thbor? Wb~t un 
)OU d o ahout crlmr'! l lt:rt: Is )OUr chantc 10 know 
morc . U nc l.i •hat JnuJ. Ch rl.tt I\ dolnr: In f2ih an d 
prftont our t he- Nuncry! 

TOPICS 
FOR I>LSCUSSIO:'> l :'>ClUOF.: 

Tollu ll 1tlllf..xco~~tlllh 

(.,.,., . ,tJ tit, C•mmultUJ' 

It '• , f l ottuly tfl/ofr 
I Ju .U.-iurllt.l uf l'arof, 
M r lllo111 '" I I'IJt'lt tllfl l " l'ru n ~t~}fllli 
O vrtarmn/or Cltwr~lt l~trGium,rtl 

I t"a(ltl .. l tltf' II 'om•" l~tntfll' 
ti TGI. wu AI A II ardn 

tro'"'"' K"Jtlt r "'HJI""' 
D'llhrtll tcdlt l'roblf'm CJHidrnt 
1/f't~tu·, ,..,utv r ... , ... ,r.,.,. 
( luldrt'ttllttdtJ,,.(oJIHIJ 

l)ut/OIIII'fllt l~tnralo ' farn all' 8 nu Or t'tl 

l ltr CltlilrT" arul lit' I 'l(.•()ffntdrr 
A\n 'I t\l' OTIItH'i 

JUNE 18, 19 & 20, 1981 
Everyone Welcome! 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEX AS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Conorogalion in Southern Illinois n eeds 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is rolurnlng to Florida to retire, and we're 
aoarching for a maturo. oxporioncod man to 
slop In and continuo growlh program. 
Parlial support des irable, but not required , 
as wo aro in a building program ocheduled 
for completion in December 1981. Will con 
aider all applicants as gelling tho right man 
is most important. Slx room h omo availab le. 
For additional inlormallon, send Iotter of in
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O . Box 512 

Ha rrisburg. IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

Avai lable for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Ha rd, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Eno ugh to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Orde r By Phone 

Natio nal 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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FRENCH-SPEAKING TEACHERS 
NEEDED FOR THE WORLD 

BIBLE SCHOOL 

Jerry L. Davidson 

ECOLE MONDIALE DE LA BIBLE, 
the French version of WORLD BIBLE 
SCHOOL has realized its first year of 
operation. Starting on a very limited 
scale, E.M.B. is now beginning to pick up 
momentum as ads are placed in French
language newspapers around the world 
and as prospective students respond from 
such distanct places as Vanuatu (formerly 
New Hebrides), Tahi ti and Mauritius. In 
addition to .these countries, we now have 
students in Ivory Coast, Togoand Came
roun, West Africa; Guadeloupe and St. 
Martin in the Canibean; and New Cale
donia in the South Pacific. The greatest 
number of requests have come from Ivory 
Coast with over 400 now enrolled in the 
course. 

So far, about 15 French-speaking Chris
tians have volunteered to become teach
ers but at least that many more are 
needed to meet t he demands of the daily 
requests. 

The Betta-View Hills church of Oxford, 
Alabama, sees the World Bible School in 
the French language as basically serving 
a three-fold purpose: 1) that of r eaching 
the lost in the French speaking world, 2) 
of drawing attention to mission efforts in 
countries where French is a predominant
ly spoken language and 3) of utilizing the 
talents of returned French-speaking mis
sionaries and other Christians who have 
a knowledge of the French language. 

As the French phase of the World 
Bible School comes of age, follow-up work 
is needed where the strongest interest is 
shown. With over 400 students in Ivory 
Coast, I am planning a trip to that coun
try in July for the purpose of teaching 
and baptizing as many as can be taught 
through meetings held at pre-arranged 
places. This will be similar to fp11ow-up 
efforts being made for the World Bible 
School in Ghana and Nigeria. 

If you feP.l that you have a good work
ing knowledge of the French language 
and would like to accept t he opportunity 
to teach, please contact me as soon as 
possible. Wri te: J erry L. Davidson, Ecole 
Mondiale de Ia Bible, P.O. Box 3323, Ox
ford, AL. 36203. 

SCRIPTURE CIRCULATION IN 
I DIA TOPS 8 MILLION 

The Bible Society of India says that 
Scripture distribution in 1980 reached 
85.5 million, according to reports reaching 
the American Bible Society. 

The population of India is nearly 626 
million, with more than 40 pe1·cent of the 
population under the age of 15. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win soul s in a one-yea r internship. 
Qualify to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
lism. at Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn .• 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TU ITION. 
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Frank Plemmons, Rt. 3, Box 156, Ida
bel, Okla 74745: "The Haworth, Okla. 
gospel meeting with Ed Todd preaching 
resulted in 20 baptisms and 6 restora
tions." The Haworth church has oversight 

of a new 1msswnary work in Eagletown, 
Okla. and hopes to establish a work among 
the black people of our area. I am entering 
my third year of work with this con
gregation. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 1981-AUGUST :31, 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

®ur ~ar!len of ~ong 
"Nothing Like it Ever in Print" 

A book of biography of song writeno 
and singano of the Church of Christ. both 
current and restoration leaders of 100 years 
ogo. More than 160 photographs and 
biographies, interesting articles. songs. 
l oners. and photographs of tho put. 

TYPICAl BIOGRAPHIES AND SONGS 
•TIIIIt S. Teddlle-Lord, I Am Coming 

ToThetJ. 
•L 0 . SancMnon-Be With Me. Lord 
•A. W. Dk:uoo-Our God, He Is Alive 
•Knowles SNw-Bringing in the Sh1111vrn 
•Will Sleter- Aione At Eve 
•Auatin Taylcw- Cioser To Thoo 

PUBUSHER: 
Alton H...-.1, How8rd ~.Co. 

PRINTER: 
~McNaly Printing ~y 

576 Pages 

Bound 10 beaut• lui hardlMck ~dod vinyl cover of the finest quality. A treasured 
g•ft-. collenor·s item. 

- - - - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of "Our 
Garden of Song" at D $19.95 regular, plus 10% postage and 
handling. Texas residents please add 5% sales tax. 

~am~ --------------------------------------------------------
Address 
City _________ State _____ _ Zip ___ _ 
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GROWTH OF TilE CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST AMONG THE l\1A YA 

QUICHE OF WESTERN GUATEMALA, 
CENTHAL AMERICA 

Richard l\1. Rheinbolt 

Recently a church growth study was 
completed by the staff of the Clinica 
Cristiana of Quezaltenango, Guatemala, 
to determine the extent of church growth 
among the Maya Quiche Indians. The fol
lowing summarizes this study. 
. In 1970, a team of four couples arrived 
m Guatemala to evangelize among the 
Maya Quiche who nrc made up of several 
groups speak ing subdialccts with a total 
population of over 800,000. The fi1·st Maya 
Quiche convc1·ts were baptized in 1970 
when t hey came upon t he Gospel in the 
capita l city whe 1·e they were working as 
street vendors. Subsequently these Maya 
Quiches look the Gospel back to their 
hometowns in the mountains of the west
ern part of the country. 

By 1973 when the first American mjs
sionary converts were baptized, the total 
member::hip was 75. By 1976 there were 
212 Quiche Indians worshipping among 
the congregations of the churches of 
Christ. 24 congregations were noted by 
1979 with 459 adult baptized believers. 
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In January of 1!>81, twenty-seven con
gregations with 631 adult baptized be
lievers were rrcordcd. Analysis (given by 
Quiche Indian congregational leaders) of 
the orig ins of thrsc 26 congregations was 
as follows. Quiche evanl{elis ts started 
eleven congregations whi le two started 
spontaneously from studying the Word; 
anothet· two· were begun by Spanish
speaking (non-I ndian) Guatemalans. Two 
were initiated through Bible conespon
dence courses. Another two were begun 
through lhe efforts of Clinica Cristiana. 
Two others were started by Spanish
speaking American missionaries while 
three were begun by Quiche-speaking 
America n missionaries. 

Paul D. Murphy, P.O. Box 9, Wilmer, AI 
36587: April 5-!l I preached in a meeting 
for the Okolona, Ms. church. One was bap
t ized and one r estored. This was my t hree 

hundred and s ixty-seventh meeting near 
where I was born and reared. Gene Rus
sell is doing good work there as t he regu
lar preacher . 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phon e 817-645-9203 

I 

I • 

The congregations are self-propagating 
as evidenced by the eleven congregations 
which t hey have stal'ied on their o\vn. 
They pay their own preachet·s and builo 
their own buildings. They are receiving 
leadership training from U. S. supported 
missionaries (when requested by the Maya 
Quiche brethren). They also have medical 
care and technical assistance for com
munity development and agriculture avail
able to t hem th rough the Clinica Cr istiana. 

\.' t--I.,_.._,~.._,_,..._, ___ I_U_ U_ V_ I_ •I _ __ _.._4._,. __ _...0 __ , ______ •• 

In conclusion th is evangelistic work 
among the Maya Quiche points to the re
ceptiveness of these l\Iaya people. There 
are 20 other 1\Taya la nguage groups in 
Guatemala and Mexico with a total popu
lation of over three million which ar e in 
need of evangelistic/ disciple training/ 
medical/ community development teams 
to meet their needs. 

Note to subscriber s: Ple:~se gh·e your old 
address as well aA you r now addr ess when 

CIIRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED 
Young Chris/ia12 school with child care (ttge 2 mulup) through 
grade 8 needs leacbers for 1981-1982. Perfect f or experienced 
teachers wisbing to tettch in a Chris/ian euviromuent. Beautiful 
semi-tropical climate in South Texas. 

M. Rr dl, Administrator 
VALLEY CHRISTIAN HERITAG E SCHOOl 

P.O. Box 743 - Pharr, Texas 78577 
(5 12) 787·9743 or (512) 787-8445 nights 

you move. 
•••••••• ••••••••••••• •• •••••• ••• ••••• ••• •••••••• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••••••• •••• •••••••••••••• 
• . Sunday through Woodn .. dey Congr~tlon•t 

: usiNGING EMPHASIS WOA.~~HO~S" 
• (575 conducted in thi rty states from coast to coast-~1,000 part1c1p.atang song d1 ~~ctors . ) 
: Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechamcally, Aesthetically and Sptntually 

: 
54 4 

urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 
• • ••••••••• ••• •••••••••••••••••• • ............ '..... ..... •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 [349} 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
EMOTIONS: CAN YOU TRUST THEM. 
James Dobson. Regal. 143p. $6.95 

James Dobson, who became famous for 
his series of films on the family, comes up 
with a good, clear, pointed probing into the 
powerful emotions that control so much 
of our behavior. He deals in this book with 
emotional dimensions of love, courtship 
and marriage, and comes up with the 
strong conclusion that, yes, you can trust 
them-provided you understand them and 
keep them under control. In our morally 
bankrupt SQciety the common sense ap
proach of Mr. Dobson is refreshing. We 
have a world full of weak marriages. Un
less we do something to strengthen them, 
ours may be the 89th world culture to fall 
because of too much license and too much 
freedom. An excellent book. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET , 
A STUDY OF THE REVELATION. John 
A. Copeland. Quality.119p. $2 

A 26 lesson study (replete with ques
tions at the end of each chapter) which fol
lows the classical interpretation of history 
and of church apostasy. Many personal ob
servations and opinions are expressed 
which add to the interesting presentation 
of the outline. 

MY BROTHER'S KEEPER. Ivan Stewart. 
Privately published. 148p. $7.00 

A systematic follow-up program de
signed to go with other Ivan Stewart per
sonal work materials. This book could be 
used as a road map by any congregation 
really interested in leading new converts 
to maturity. Stewart takes you, step by 
step, through the process of setting up an 
effective, result-getting program of ma
turing new converts. Excellent material. 

LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN. Marie 
Frost. Standard. 144p. $2.50 

22 short, well written essays. dealing 
with kid-problems in a very down-to-earth, 
common sense way. These are not prob
lems with children; they are problems 
children have, and here are some of the 
solutions. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

Ail books reviewed hero may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Pabllshlng Boase. Please add 
$1.00 for posta~re and handling on orders of $10.00 
or leas: 10% on orders over $10.00. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1·5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960·2316 
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----------------------··--------------------------------
\ 19 Years of Continued Success In Building I 
i Economical. Energy EHicient ~ 
i Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ i 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 i 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs t 
i (615) 383-2313 l ._._._.__...,_._._._.__..._._._._.._. ______________ ._._.__.._i 

BROWN TBllR SCHOOL OF PHEllCHING 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For lnformaUon and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distriet of New York- For further 
information-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DffiECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) '371-6611 

~DUR~DES OF ~DRIST -
STATE OF ~ALIFORNIA. 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance! I I 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 
For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street • Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 2, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advortlsins- in this section $1.50 per line. Desigued especially to accommodate c:ons-regationa 

advertlsing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leontsrd M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1D05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 &: 10:30 A.M. &: 6:00 
P.M •• Wed. '1 :00 P.M. 

DENVER. C0.:-1-.0..,....R_A __ D_0-:--8022-------8 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvcl. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA!tl, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA:...;;..;;.-.;;;.;...._A.N ___ C=HORA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 o:..;r:...,..;:8,;;,44=-~5..:.,71~9~ • .....,..=-=o:-=,.-:-==-::=-

DAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
U300 Dublla Road 

Pleaaautou, Callfonala 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHiPON-ISLAND OF--KAUAI, 
HAWAll. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 464'1 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO;;R:;;T=H""'W=E=s""T,.......,C""'H=u""R=-c-=H=-"""o""'F,....,.C::::H::R::-::1-=sT=-, -:'1~56:-::5~5--:-:15:-:-:-th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 4::::7.:..3--'::8~2:-:28=·-=------
--------~M~E~T~R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Clirist. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

====--::-:~Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAI~24i Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00, Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND~220G ~ Mor"'aD"AVe: 
U.S. 460 Enat Oppnalte K-Mart, Offlc.t 41:'1· 
5271. Bobby Wnde, Mta. 470-4056:::-·~...,....__, 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Chnrch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-879-1010. 
YU!tiA., ARIZ., mn W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. &: 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'150 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
IM!rsonal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042. or call (605) 256-6876. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small com'munity in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the area. 
.ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRYST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPd, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79n-2311. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-For preaching appoint
ments In Oklahoma. Employed by State of Okla
homa as a Sneclalist in Youth Guidance. Holds de
gree in Bible from Freed-Hardeman Co1lege. 
Resume with references submitted upon request. 
Phone 405-276-8249. 

JEEPS. CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies in your area. 
Many sell for under $200.00. Ca11 (602) 941-8014 
Ext. #566 for your directory on how ta purchase. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, '18066. 
"EMrLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested. contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or <'all 707/448·3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
I.-ET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped· self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
"Preacher wanted in beautiful rural Alpine, Texas. 
Alpine Church of Christ is needing a preacher. 
House furnished and part of utilities. About 70 mem
bers. If interested, please enll Johnnie Perkins at 
915/837-2040. Position available July 1. 1981." 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seekinJ:C long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salar¥ and benefit 
package. Membershin over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 peoole. If interested ~end 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Senlcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
PREACHER DESTRES CONGREGATTON: MAR
RTED, 3 CHILDREN. EDUCATION: B.S .. M.ED., 
SCH. OF PRF.ACHTNG, 13 yrs. EXPERIENr.E, 
Write: N. L. SHELTON. 3700 Stafford, Irving, Tx. 
75062 or call 214/255-4984. 
"A thirty-two-:vear-old preacher, with B.A. and 
M.S. from Abilene Christian U .. rlesires to locate 
with a free congregation. Call (309) 699-2466." 
'7Experienced, middle-aged preacher available June 
15. Current references furnished. Contact Leonard 
Watt<>. P.O. Box 425. Independence, Kansas 67301 
or Phone 316/331-4405." 
T~>ncher Employment: PANORAMA CHRl~TliAN 
SCHOOL has openins:tS for tenchinJ:C positions-
1981-82. Also opportunity for part time teacher
male administrator. Panorama is located in ideal 
climate near mountains and several colleges 'lt 
Re<llands, Riversi•le and Snn Bernardino. 

Contact: Dean Carlton. Director nt 
Panorama Christian School 
33981 Yu<'aipa Rlvcl. 
Yucaion. Ca. 92~99 
Ph-(714) 797·3250. 

PREACHER WANTE=D=--. -:s=-m--:al::-1-c-=h-u-r'""'ch=-w-n-n-ts_m_a_n 
who can provide some of his own supnort. Branch 
of University of Minnesota In town, Unlver~ity of 
North Dakotn 30 miles away. North Front Church 
of Christ. P.O. Box 474, Crookston. MN 56716. 
Pre'l<'her wanted after July 1st, 1981. Sound man 
with efTinhacois on personal work : J.fust be ahle to 
work effectively with military/civilian population. 
Send resume. ohoto, referen,.es, and taped sermons 
to: Elders. Chu~h of Christ, P.O. Rox 676, 111 
Roosevelt Road, Ja<'ksonville, N.C. 28540. 

WEEK OF CAMP OPEN _____ _ 
Finest facilities available. 

July 12-18 
Pettijohn Snrim:s Christian Camp. 

Conta<'t Alan Bennett. Route 1, Box 420, 
Madill. Oklahoma 73446 or call 405/795-5016 

Saarching for a preacher? I will help you to e!!tah
lish t>Ontant with the following Individual. Age, 45, 
marrierl, B.S. degree, 17 :vears exnerience. Contact: 
Bert MP.rcer, Cre11tview Church of Christ. 816 New 
Road, Wal'o, Tx. 76710. Phone: (office) 817-776-0711 
(home) 817-776-4293. 
Preacher available, aJ:Ce 45, Lipscomb graduate, 24 
years experience. Will furnish tape, photo, resume 
& references. Contart Harry Darrow, 1911 Vnl,.ns 
Drive, East, Jacksonville. Florida 32216. Phone 904 
725-5412. 

"VISITING THE SICK" 
Are you a heln or a hinderanre? For a free I'ODY 
of Rome practice SUJ:CJ:CeHtions for VISITING THE 
SICK. 11end a long, SASE ('35¢) to Caring Ministry
Fl. Box 1315. AbiJP.ne, Texas 79604. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY. ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive. eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mht-Arizonn climate. 
Cnll COLLECT. Milo Bentley, 1-602-77~-3188 Chome. 
evening11). CENTTTRY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
R.'F.AT.'T'V. P.O. RO~ 6417. JTWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTr VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812, 

For sale, song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 130 books in good condition. Make 
us an offer, you pay freight·. Church of Christ, Box 
544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. Ph. (81'1) 588-4425. 
EXPERIENCED, MATURE PREACHER AVAIL
ABLE. Write or call Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr .. Richardson, TX 75080. 214/234-2952. 

INVESTIC•ATEll The Firm FoaudatloD 
trlea to screeD adverttala", aad \Till aof 
kllowlu"'IJ" toke queatloaablco ad,·ertl•la,;. 
But It Is the render'a respoaNiblllty to ID• 
veRtlgate. Like nay othf'r PRitf'r, Wf' •nme
tlmea unwlttln"IJ" rua au uaworthJ' ad. 
A.s the old saylag Jr;oes. before J"OU laveat. 
laveatll;r:atel 

Dewayne Andrew, P.O. Box 251, Cocoa, 
Florida 32922, March 16: A great meeting 
was held here last week. Harvey Starling's 
preaching was fantastic. David Short 
brought 17 s.;udents from the Internation
al Bible College in Florence, Alabama to 
work with us. All this work resulted in 32 
responses. There were 8 restorations and 
24 baptisms. 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 

i 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashvllle, Tennessee 37203 

Phone (615) 254·4;;1836 
STEEPLES • 

BAPTISTRIES 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becatne easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized the value of having a concor
dance m the Bible they're using. With 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easi ly be located. Now users of the 
New International Version Bible , 
America's leading new translation, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The NIV 
Complete Concordance is here! 

Here is how The NIV Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
srudy: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with case. 

• A quarter of a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NIV Bible. 

• All words arc cross-referenced ro 
every spelling v<J riation <Jnd variant 
form. 

• Words selected arc listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the NIV listed in its 
biblical o rder. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and titles of God i 
given with its context. 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
NIV spelling and helps you avoid 
having to th ink of ·the word's d ic
tionary form. 

You can use it faster than most other 
concordances! 

• No phrases are given as separate 
entries. (Example: All entries are 
listed under " hea rt" not b roke n 
down into "pure heart" or "your 
heart". e tc.) A real time saver as you 
do not have m go through many 
separate lists to find the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout speed s location o f 
desired verse becau ·c the first and 
last words of each page arc listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
e nce. Plus the type i cl ear and 
readable, unlike many o ther con
cordances. 

With all the c benefits ir's easy ro sec 
how with The N/V Complete Concor
dance you'll be locating verses faster ... 
enjoying topical and word studies as 
never before. 

The NIV Complete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International \krsion Bible. 

by Edward W. Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 
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Send your order in NOW . . . 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, T exas 78767 

Please sen copies of The NIV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each p lus 
10«j'o postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5«j'o sales tax. ) 

Nam~------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address __________________________________________________________________ ___ 

City ______________________________________ Stat.._ ______________ J....~ ip ____________ _ 
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MASADA in Palestine, is a mountain overlooking the Dead Sea where 
H erod the Great built a fortress and where the Ze a lots faced a Roman 
siege in 73 A.D. The story of that siege was recently told in a TV special. 
The first of two articles on Masada by B. J . Humble appears in this issue. 
Masada is the Jew's "Alamo." Photo by specia l permission of Yigacl Yadin, 

Deputy Primo Minister of Isra el. 
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Foot Soldiers 

An Army general, making a speech recently to an as
sembled group of military leaders, said, "All the tech
nology in the world will never eliminate the need for the 
foot soldier." 

He was right. Satellites, and guided missiles, and poi
son gas, and battleships, and automatic weapons, and 
computers, and high explosives and all the r est will 
never eliminate t he need for intelligent human beings 
going in to really possess the land . 

Soon after reading the above quotation, we attended 
a number of meetings where church leaders gather
planning sessions, leadership seminars, elders' meetings, 
workshops and the rest. We heard practically every plan 
imaginable proposed that would convert the world with
out our having to get out and do it personally. It is amaz
ing what the human brain can come up with if it will 
eliminate personal involvement. 

We want our "programs" to convert the world. We 
buy busses, and advertise, and bring in "experts" to en
thuse us. We appoint committees and delegate authority 
-anything to keep from having to get out and eyeball 
a sinner and tell him that he is a sinner, and that only 
Jesus can save him. 

We develop our mission strategy, and school our 
"teams" for year s in the mechanics of teamwork in 
evangeli sm. And we f ind congregations to "sponsor" 
those who go. We then r aise vast sums to send them, 
and to support t hem. Anything to keep f rom having to 
go our selves. 

We have read with interest the r ecent reports of how 
much the church has shriveled in the past ten years, and 
although we do not agree with the implication of those 
findings, we cannot doubt that in many ar eas of the 
nation the chur ch is much less, a nd the congregations 
much fewer than ten year s ago. Why? We believe it is 
because the church has learned to depend upon the con
tribution plate and gadgets and programs, and that the 
foot soldiers are disappearing. We want to pay our way, 
rather than put out the work it takes. 

We want to import an enthusiasm merchant to tem
porarily arouse our spiritual adrena lin period ically, 
while we frown on total commitment. There is a lot of 
difference in enthusiasm and commitment. 

"It pleased God by the fool ishness of preaching to 
save them that believe." And he made preachers out of 
every one of us. We do not have an option. We are all
men and women alike-under the greatest of all com
missions. This was the choice of God, which demon
strates the wisdom of God-that they can't believe in 
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whom they have not heard, and they can't hear without 
a pr eacher. The power is still in the foot soldiers. The 
Lord's army is not a machine, directed by armchair gen
erals f rom an elder's room; it is a world covering horde 
of saved-by-grace people who appreciate it. 

Even buying Bibles to send to the far reaches of the 
earth will not substitute for Christian soldiers going 
there. Hearts may be softened and the ground prepared 
by mass media but ninety-nine percent of all conver
sions come from someone being there-some Acquilla 
or some Priscilla who guided the struggl ing pilgrim 
to the cr oss. 

We are personally glad that the E unuch, when he 
started home from J erusalem, did not have to wait for 
Phillip to get his degree in missiology, nor for t he 
church somewhere to put him in their budget. Maybe 
this is some of the New Testament pattern that needs 
restoring. It was foot soldiers that then went every
where preaching the gospel. The kingdom has never, in 
any age, improved upon this method of evangelism. We 
still need the foot soldiers. 

It is strange but true, that the world is today perhaps 
more ready to listen than we are to preach. We who 
are saved are loath to go, while they who are lost are 
anxious for us to come. What a paradox! Where are the 
li ps that have been touched with a live coal from the 
altar! 

The Lord didn' t lay the task of evangelism upon ma
chinery; he laid it upon men. All the mas~ media, ho\~
ever helpful, cannot substit ute for one samt commum
cating the one gospel to one sinner. That's the w~y the 
world will be saved-if it is ever saved. God d1d not 
give his commission to angels, or even to a committee, 
but to men-to individual men (and women). The 
church is shrinking because members of the church are 
shirking. And Heaven isn't prepared for shirkers. 

\Ve do not need enthusiaism in t he pulpit like we need 
commitment in the pew. The Lord needs a commitment 
from every one of us that he will replace himself in the 
r emainder of this year-not in three hundred years. We 
could double the size of the church between now and 
J anuary if we would. We are a part of our ow~ problem 
when we could provide the solution- foot sold1ers. 
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Seven Thoughts from the Cross 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

About 9 A.M. on Friday morning Jesus was nailed to the cross 
just outside the Jerusalem walls. For six agonizing hours he suf
fered indescribable torture. During this period of time he gave 
utterance to seven of the most remarkable comments ever made 
by a dying man. 

We cherish the last words of our dying loved ones. I still viv
idly remember the words of my dying mother, though I was only 
sixteen at the time of her departure from this life. She called us 
into her bedroom and said, "I love my family very much. I want 
you all to be faithful to Jesus Christ. Never do anything that 
would harm your body or your soul." Simple-yet a lasting im
pression on my mind. 

The last words of our dying Saviour ought to be even more 
precious to us than those of our relatives and friends. The first 
three sayings were spoken in the early morning light. The last 
three sayings were uttered in the miraculous and mysterious 
darkness that shrouded the earth at Jesus' death. Here are my 
Lord's last words. 

"Father, forgive them: for they know not what they do" (Luke 
23:24). Few of us can forgive people who harm us. Sometimes 
even Christians hold grudges and refuse to forgive even minor 
slights by others. We just de> not have the forgiving spirit of 
Jesus Christ. 

In these few words of our Lord we observe a prayer for his 
very executioners. If Jesus could forgive murderers, why cannot 
we learn to forgive each other in the Lord? J essu was demon
strating in an incontrovertible way the principle of "turning the 
other cheek." Jesus practiced what he taught, even to his dying 
moments. 

How many of us preach and teach one thing while living an
other? A man can only do what he knows is right. Shame on those 
who do what they know is wrong. 

"Today thou shalt be with me in 1Jaradise" (Luke 23 :43). What 
a tremendous gift to bestow upon a thief. The malefactor asked 
for mercy and got more than he bargained for. Jesus, in his own 
suffering, took the time to comfort a fellow-sufferer. Sometimes 
we get so caught up in our own burdens that we forget that 
others suffer too. 

Take time from your suffering to offer compassion to others. 
Refuse to be so busy that you do not reach out to the lonely, the 
hungry, the bereaved, the fearful, the anxious, the widowed, the 
orphaned, the prisoner, the sick and the lost. And Jesus still 
offers the same grace to those today who are dying in the Lord. 

"Woman, behold thy son/ ... Behold, thy mother" (John 19: 
26). Jesus had sympathy for his loved ones who were standing 
nearby. Jesus, even in death, cared about the physical require-

ments of his earthly mother. He was entrusting Mary to John 
and John to Mary. Sometimes we fail to show concern for our 
relatives. Children should help look after their parents as par
ents looked after those children formerly. "If a man care not for 
his own, and especially those of his own household, he had denied 
the faith and is worse than an infidel" (1 Timothy 5 :8). 

"My God, my God, who hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27: 
46). This, to me, is one of the most puzzling passages in scrip
ture. Did God really forsake Jesus, his only begotten son? Was 
Jesus so overcome with pain that he lost his mind and only sup
posed God had forsaken him? One thing for sure, the cross was 
a lonely place for anyone, especially the Son of God! 

Because of our sins, all of us have more reason to be crucified 
than Jesus. Jesus was perfect, and yet demonstrated his unself
ish love to humanity by suffering in this extreme manner. Jesus 
thought he was alone! 

"I thirst" (John 19:28). We see in this a word of need signify
ing that Jesus truly was a man, though deity. His bodily cravings 
were still working. He made a request for water which was mock
ingly denied. 

Jesus wants us to thirst, only for the water of life which he 
provides. "Let him who is thirsty come, let him who desires the 
water of life without price" (Revelation 22: 17). Do you genuine
ly have a spiritual thirst because of the great love Jesus showed 
us? "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6). 

"It is finished" (John 19:30). Here we see a message of tri
umph! Jesus came to redeem humanity and this is what was tak
ing place as he died. Jesus was saying, in essence, "The price of 
salvation has been paid!" God's scheme of redemption is seen in 
this terrible suffering and death. 

"It is finished" meant that God's plan to rescue the perishing 
was being accomplished in this most dastardly of human horrors. 
Jesus was finishing his mission on earth all except his resurrec
tion and ascension. What a glorious moment in history this was! 
Claim it. 

"Father, into yo-w· hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46). 
In this statement we observe a prayer of resignation. "Father, 
your will be done. Father, all is yours and under your control." 
Are we really resigned to doing God's eternal will? Is our life 
wrapped up in service to the Lord? Can we say, "Father, into 
your hands I give my life and my wealth and my talents and my 
soul?" Jesus gave everything he had for us and asks us to give 
our lives in return. We can do no less! 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48506 
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The Herodian Fortress on Masada 
B. J. HUMBLE 

The story of Masada was recently told 
in an eight-hour TV special. What was pic
tured on TV really happened in the spring 
of 73 A.D., and the TV drama was as his
torically accurate as possible. The Zealots' 
last stand at Masada pitted two men and 
two alien ways of life against one another. 
It was Eleazar hen Yair and the freedom
lo.ving Zealots defying General Flavius 
Silva and the power of the Roman empire. 
And, when the end was near, Eleazar and 
the 960 Zealots actually did choose death 
rather than submit to Roman slavery. 

However, while the television drama was 
roo~ed in history, it was a novel, and it 
omitted much that might have been includ
ed in a documentary. 

Most television viewers would not have 
real.ized, for example, that the fortress oc
cupied by the Zealots had been built by 
Herod the Great nearly a century before 
the Zealots made their last stand there. 

After Herod's death the mountain-top 
fortress had been occupied by the Roman 
anny for about sixty years. Then when 
~ar erupted between the Jews and Romans 
m 66 A.D., Masada was seized by a band 
of Zealots. Josephus, who is our only 
source of information about the events at 
Masada, says that the Zealots seized it "by 
treachery." It would be interesting to know 
how they accomplished this, hut all we 
have are the intriguing words "by treach
ery.". After the Roman destroyed Jerusa
lem m 70 A.D., the Jews holding Masada 
u:ere joined by other Zealots who had sur
VIved the destruction and who fled across 
the Judean wilderness to join their com
rades on Masada to continue their battle 
for freedom. 

Television viewers would not have re
alized that there are still extensive Herod
ian ruins aton Masada. These ruins were 
excavated under the leadership of Profes
sor Yigael Yadin between 1963 and 1965. 
Today they are a national shrine to the 
people of Israel, and for visitors to Israel 
they are some of the most impressive ar
chaeological ruins to be seen anywhere in 
the Bible land. 

Herod's Two Fears 
Even though Herod the Great was a 

powerful ruler, he knew that his throne 
depended on the whims of the Romans 
and, according to Josephus, he was haunt~ 
ed by two fears. One of these fears was 
that the Jewish people would depose him 
and restore their former Maccabean kings 
to the throne. Another fear, and a greater 
one, was that Mark Antony might take 
Herod's Kingdom and give it to Queen 
Cleopatra of Egypt. According to Jose
phus, Cleopatra "did not conceal her in
tentions, but spoke often to Antony and 
desired him to cut off Herod." Josephus 
adds, "It was a great wonder that Antony 
did not comply with her commands in this 
point, as he was so miserably enslaved to 
his passion for her." Thus Josephus re
ports that it was these fears that led 
Herod to build a stronghold atop Masada. 

Herod wanted a fortress that would be 
impregnable to any possible attack, and 
Masada seemed to be an ideal site for such 
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a fortress. Located about 40 miles south of 
Jerusalem, Masada is a 1300-foot moun
tain of rock overlooking the western shore 
of the Dead Sea. It reminds some visitors 
of a ship saling through the sands of the 
Judean desert. The 23-acre summit is sur
prisingly flat and measures 1900 feet from 
north to south and 650 feet from east to 
west. Masada stands alone, separated from 
nearby hills by steep rocky canyons. The 
sides of Masada are like cliffs, so steep 
and precipitous that an attacking army 
could not possibly scale them. Masada was 
an ideal site for a strong fortress, but 
building it was a formidable challenge to 
Herod's ancient engineers and workmen. 
The work was begun about 36 B.C. and 
was completed some six years later. 

The Double Wall 
The cliff-like rock walls of Masada 

should have been enough to hold back any 
attacking army, but Herod was not satis
fied with this protection. His engineers 
constructed a double wall, 4250 feet long, 
all the way around the perimeter of the 
summit The archaelogical term for such a 
double wall is "casemate wall." According 
to Josephus, this wall was 18 feet high and 
included 38 defensive towers. Each tower 
was said to be 75 feet in height. This wall 
made Masada's defenses so strong that a 
handful of men could hold off an attacking 
army. If the attacker should somehow 
have managed to scale the sides of Masada, 
they would still have had to storm the 
casemate wall. 

The space between the two walls was di
vided into more than a hundred rooms 
which served a variety of purposes. One of 
these rooms was a synagogue, the oldest 
Jewish synagogue that archaeologists have 
discovered anywhere in the world. Herod 
the Great, though an Idumean by birth, 
was a Jew in religion, and it is likely that 
Herod worshipped in this synagogue. When 
the Zealots seized the summit, they con
tinued to use the synagogue as their place 
of worship. 

The TV "Masada" had a number of 
scenes set in this synagogue. There were 
some Essenes among the Jews on Masada, 
and they were portrayed as pacifists, men 
of prayer who were frequently in the syna
gogue, while Eleazar and his men had little 
use for it. Later, however, Eleazar came 
to the synagogue and agonized in prayer 
over some of his decisions. 

The Three-Level Palace 
Josephus described a palace at Masada 

which "was within and beneath the walls 
of the citadel, but inclined to its north 
side." As archaeologists worked at the 
north end of the rock, they uncovered 
a remarkable three-level palace which 
probably served as a private retreat for 
Herod and his family. The upper-level was 
on the summit of Masada, but the middle 
level was 60 feet down on the face of the 
cliff, and the lower level 45 feet below 
that. The construction of this palace was 
a remarkable feat of ancient engineering. 
The two lower levels seem to be hanging 
precariously on the cliff, 1200 feet above 
the desert floor and Dead Sea below. 

The lower level was beautifully deco
rated with Corinthian columns and with 
frescoed walls between the columns. Jo
sephus reported that "the walls and also 
the floors of the edifices were paved with 
stones of several colors." Archaeologists 
found those beautiful walls with the colors 
still bright after more than 1900 years. 
There was also a secret stairway connect
ing the lower and middle levels so that 
Herod could move from one level to the 
other without being seen from the summit. 

Other Buildings 
There was another palace atop Masada 

which archaeologists named the western 
palace. With an area of 36,000 square feet, 
it was much larger than the three-level 
palace but not as spectacular. The western 
palace contained throne room, living quar
ters, and an impressive bath. The bath in
cluded a Roman style caldarium or "hot 
bath." There are Roman mosaics on the 
floors of some of the rooms of this palace, 
and their beauty endures after more than 
2000 years. 

There were also large storage buildings 
atop Masada. According to Josephus, when 
the Zealots seized the fortress, these build
ings were filled with large quantities of 
grain, wine and oil, and many kinds of 
fruit, such as dates. According to Josephus, 
these fruits remained fresh for many years 
in the dryness of the Judean desert. The 
storage chambers also contained large 
quantities of weapons, and Josephus re
ports that these weapons were sufficient 
for 10,000 men. It is no wonder then that 
the band of Zealots could hold out for so 
many years against the Roman power. 

Josephus also reported that access to 
the summit was provided by a narrow path 
on the east side of the rock, facing the 
Dead Sea. He says that this path was 
called "the serpent" as it resembled a 
snake in its narrowness and its winding 
back and forth up the mountainside. (In 
the television "Masada" the snake path 
was the setting for a dramatic meeting be
tween Eleazar and General Silva.) 

A Water Supply 
The fortress Masada would have been 

useless without an adequate water supply, 
and there were several large cisterns which 
Herod's builders had carved out of rock 
on the summit. One of these was so large 
that it would hold more than a million gal
lons of water. There were small wadis 
(dry stream beds) near the base of the 
mountain. The ancient builders had con
structed dams across these streams so 
that when the torrential thunde-rstorms 
came, the water could be trapped and then 
carried to the summit to fill the large 
cisterns. 

There seems to have been little concern 
about water, except perhaps in time of 
siege, for Herod's builders had constructed 
a swimming pool on the summit. Herod 
was apparently determined to enjoy all 
the comforts of Jerusalem atop his moun
tain-top fortress in the Judean desert. 

The Zealots' Last Stand 
After Herod's death, Masada was occu

pied by the Roman army for about sixty 
years, then was seized by the Zealots when 
the Jewish revolt broke out. Thus, the 
stage was set for the Zealot's desperate 

(Continued on page 11) 

·FIRM FOUNDATION--JUNE 9, 1981 



Too much conflict is not good for a fam
ily. Too little is not good either. What is 
important is that "fights," when they do 
arise, be fair and potentially constructive. 

I once heard a counsellor say: "The 
problem with family conflict is that fam
ilies don't fight fair!" Illustrating, he-told 
of a woman who asked: "Is itibad when a 
married couple do not fight?" She ex
plained that both she and her husband had 
been divorced and that both previous mar
riages were stormy. Both of them hated 
fights. Three years passed without a sin
gle argument but, obviously, something 
was wrong. Probing, the counsellor learned 
that the couple avoided fights by "hiding" 
their conflict. His advice: "It's O.K. to 
fight if you fi_ght fair." 

It is helpful to think of the church as 
a family. We are the household of God. 
One of the most traumatic experiences of 
church life is division. Division is to a con
gregation what divorce is to jl. family. We 
know the severity with which division is 
condemned in the New Testament, yet we 
do it. Division, like divorce, is usually pre
ceded by a fight. And, invariably, the fight 
was not fair! I am persuaded that if we 
learn to fight fairly, there will be fewer 
divorces in families and fewer divisions in 
the body of Christ. And, our family life 
will be more satisfying in both areas. The 
way of the kingdom is "righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." 

This does not mean we are denied op
portunities to work on our areas of con
flict. It means, instead, that we should 
deal with differences openly and construc
tively, to promote the well-being and 
growth of individuals, families and con
gregations. I like what John says in two 
of his letters. After warning about de
ceivers in one letter and Diotrephes in the 
other, he implies there are many other 
matters (of conflict?) he wants to discuss 
with them. He says: "I hope to visit you 
and talk with you face to face, so that our 
joy may be complete." 

Hidden Issues; Hidden Objectives 
In war, you keep your battle plans secret 

CHARLES E. "CHUCK" McGHEE 

from the enemy. This gives you an advan
tage in the conflict. You can choose to 
fight on the ground which you know best. 
In family fights, this is unfair. We are not 
enemies! We are members of each other. 
Our trust of each other makes us vulner
able in areas where we have differences; 
intimate relationships result in self-dis
closure. That's why "hidden agendas" are 
harmful in family fights. It works like 
this: Something happens which makes me 
want to fight. But, I'm not quite sure of 
my ground, and I'm afraid I can't win this 
one. So, I wait until another issue comes 
UJ?· The new issue can have nothing to do 
~1th the real reason I want to fight. But, 
It must be one with which I can win sup
port of other family members. The real 
reason. is probably personal; the visible 
battle IS waged over doctrine! I'm sure we 
are unconscious of our actual strategy, 
much of the time. 

When we hide the real cause of conflict 
we act like enemies and not like family: 
The goal becomes to make the other lose, 
rather than resolve the difficulty construc
tively. Before we fight, we can help our 
family by. asking ourselves: "What, really, 
are we gomg to fight about?" 

Confidentiality 

Another unfair tactic is to not 1·eveal 
~ources. Information used in a fight which 
IS "privileged information" or "from a 
confidential source" cannot be exposed to 
the light and tested. Hiding the source is a 
tactic which permits a fighter to avoid tak
ing responsibility for the content.· 

Fighting with information from a "hid
den Source" is unfair! The instigator is 
never made to face the consequences of his 
(her) position. No opportunity to clarify 
the issue or test the proposition is allowed. 
The real parties in conflict are not chal
lenged to examine their motives. There is 
no opportunity for positive change. 

Indirect Contmunication 

By confining discussion to generalities, 
you can pick at a specific member of the 
family, safely. If you never speak to him 
directly or, perhaps, never use his name, 

he cannot be sure that you are fighting 
with him! If he asks or shows signs that 
he's getting the point, you can deny that it 
was meant for him. Without clear and di
rect communication, the enemy (brother) 
is kept in the dark. Not knowing the real 
reason for conflict, he cannot very well 
challenge it. 

The unfairness is obvious. We can ap
pear to be benevolent and kind (even pro
t~ctive) of our opponent. Yet, it's like put
tmg a blindfolded boxer into the ring! 

Waxed Ears 

Finally, there is the ability to not hear 
or persistently misunderstand one's poten
tial opponent. This happens, naturally, 
when we are sure that the other is wrong. 
What else is there to say? I remember ex
plaining to a class, studying prayer that 
it is possible to pray with worldly values; 
to consider our prayers successful when 
most of our requests are answered visibly; 
to unintentionally "keep score" on God. 
One person got the idea that I do not be
lieve that God answer prayer. I sought to 
clarify that God does not promise to an
swer selfish and indulgent prayer requests 
from his children. But, the person contin
ued to "hear" from me that I do not be
lieve in prayer. In spite of my saying di
rectly, "I do," he represented to others 
that I do not! I concluded that the person 
was dishonest (which I didn't want to be
lieve), that he had an undisclosed conflict 
with me on something else (this I ~us
pected) or that he deliberately refused to 
listen (this I knew). In any case, I felt a 
foul was committed. It was not an experi
ence of growth for either of us. 

It's important in the family of God that 
we learn to fight in the right way. We 
can begin by learning to fight fair! If we 
can view each other in moments of con
flict as members of the same family, our 
individual differences can become oppor
tunities to grow together. When we divide, 
we both lose. 

Someone please teach us to fight fair! 

731 Sandusky Drive, Lynchburg, VA 24502 
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Ghristian Situation Ethics 
T H A YER SALISBUR Y 

The term "situation ethics" might be variously defined but at 
the heart of the matter is the belief that men have the r ight, even 
the r esporrsibilty, to examine their circumstances and determine 
right and wrong. While the term has passed out of usage lately 
the concept is stronger than ever. Situation ethics holds the fi eld. 
Each ma n has become h is own god. Christ ians must not scoff, we 
must gh·c solid answers to this challenge. 

Situation e thics arc at least as old as Eden. T he idea has been 
present, unde r one name or another, th roughout h istory. The 
serpent counseled Eve, "You shall not sut·ely die: for God doth 
know that in the day you eat thereof , then your eyes sha ll be 
opened, a nd you shall be as God, knowing good and evi l." By the 
usc of "end justif ies the means" r easoning Satan persuaded Eve 
that wrong could be right. She was further influenced by another 
detail of the situat ion: "when she saw that the tree was good for 
food .. . . "Thus one who would not ordinarily have disobeyed was 
persuaded by circumstantial arguments . 

Perhaps a clearer example is Saul. On se\·eral occasions Saul 
argued wit h Samuel in a very progressive manner. I n First Sam
uel 13 Saul pled innocent by reason of unusual circumstances. 
He had offered a sacrifice which Samuel was to have offered but 
he defended himself, saying : 

"Because I saw that the people were scatter ed from me and 
that thou earnest not within the days a ppointed, and that 
the P hi listines assembled themselves together at Michmash 
... I forced myself therefore, a nd offered the burnt-offer
ing." 

Later Saul argued the cirmumstances in regard to keeping the 
spoil of Amalek. He claimed that he would ordinarily haYe 
obeyed but held that t he desire to offer a sacrifice should excuse 
him in this instance. 

Today we would hardly take note of Saul's disobedience be
cause we are so accustomed to situation ethics that Saul's be
havior would seem normal. 

Teledsion is pt·actically monolithic in regard to morals. Every
thing is r elative on the tube. Heroes who lie for the cause, cou
ples who a1·e "forced" into fornication, characters who "have" 
to commit murder these are serious threats to our morals and 
such themes do not a ppear by chance. T hese messages are inten
tionally chosen by p roducers who have a message to sell and di
rectcrs who know what sells. 

T he rationalism on television is j us t the t ip of the iceberg. I n 
politics we haYe Eliot Richardson call ing for a "creath·e bal
ance" between morals and pragmatism. In schools we have teach
ers offer ing students " free choice among a variety of moral val
ues ." In the work force unions pro\·e again and again that vio
lence does pay. Perhaps the ultimate was reached when Jimmy 
"the Weasel" descr ibed on national television, murders which he 
had committed! He goes unpunished, is even protected, because 
of the situation. 

What are we to do? 
Before we can give answer to the world in regard to situation 

ethics we must first realize that there is nothing inhere>ntly 
wrong with examining our situation. In fact, anyone who fa ils 
to do so is sure to s in against God a nd his f ellowman. 
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Jesus taught us to consider the s it uation. It was all right to 
work on the Sabbath in certain s ituations but wrong at other 
times. This is why the Pharisees wanted Him dead : He r ecog
nized the validity of weighing the situation. 

This is not to say that J esus would subscribe to the modern 
coJwenience philosophy. J esus weighed the situation against cer
ta in God given standards. J esus taught us to weigh by the stan
dards : the love of God and the love of fellowman. He taugh t us 
the meaning of full commitment to a cause. He taught us to die 
for things like justice, mercy and faith. J esus measured by a just 
measure in every circumstance. 

The difference between Christian morals and the new morality 
is not in the method but in the standa1·d. The Christian has cer 
tain inviolable beliefs against which he measures, while the world 
struggles to measur e without a ruler. Rationalists have returned 
to the days when each man measured by his own foot. Both the 
world and the church measure but the church measures by God. 

This is the difference in our understanding of tne old saying 
" let your conscience be your guide." The Chr is tian understands 
that he must program his conscience for faithfulness. The hu
manist programs at random and proceeds at ever yone's r isk. 

It is important t hat we carefully f ill our mi11ds with t he divine 
standards. The m ind is a g reat computer that will fa ithfully 
recall the data we have given it. We cannot apathetically r ely on 
the Bible as our gu ide. We must engr ave the laws on the heart. 
Joseph did not have t ime to consult a scroll when Potiphar's wife 
tempted him. We must be ready at all t imes and that requires 
knowledge of the pr inciples if not of t he quotes. 

The Christian faces a complex and difficult world but he faces 
it with a distinct advan tage. While th e wor ld t r ies to weigh with
out weights and measure without standards ; we have the eth ics 
of God, which are applicable to all situations. 

3539 Ivanhoe Dr., Kent, Ohio 44240 

COMJ\IUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of f resh , pure, unlea v

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in t he 

small carton and three of these cartons to t he large carton- all 

caref ully sealed so i t will keep indefinitely. E very cong regation 

should have on hand a good su pply at all times. P rices : Large 

carton, each $3.00, p lus $1.50 post age and handling. 

Fffil\1 FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P . 0. Box 610, Aus tin , T exas 78767 
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The Husband- Key to Success 
EDDIE LEWIS 

In a study conducted by Dr. Robert Blood and Dr. Donald 
Wolfe of the University of Michigan, interviewing more than 900 
American wives, they found that the wives said they wanted 
companionship from their husbands even more than they wanted 
love and/or money. Also, nearly all the wives, including those 
without children, stated they become increasingly less satisfied 
with their husband's companionship, a decline that the research
ers described as "corrosive." 

Dorothy Nevill and Sandra Damico in their book Human Re
lations say of the husband, "The personality and background of 
the husband, not the wife, were the important factors in the suc
cess of a marriage." 

These studies suggest to me that the husband is the key to a 
successful marriage. How he loves, communicates and treats his 
wife is the basis for whether or not the marriage succeeds. I 
guess, Solomon was trying to tell us this when he said to the hus
band, "Live happily with the woman you love through the fleet
ing days of life, for the wife God gives you is your best reward 
down here foi" all your earthly toil" (Ecc. 9 :9). 

When two people say on their wedding day, "I Do," they are 
saying to each other and to God, "We put our marriage into your 
hands." God intends for it to last! But, how long it lasts and how 
good that relationship is depends on the two persons involved in 
it and how well they maintain the marriage. 

But, the husband is the key to success! Why? Because as the 
head of the family, he will to a large extent determine the atti
tude or tone of the marriage. 

The reason many marriages fail is neglect on the part of the 
husband. Neglect of the wife, children, family togetheness, fam
ily spirituality, the husband is throwing all these responsibilities 
onto the wife and many have rebelled. 

My wife and I, in our classes on marriage relations, have asked 
many wives the question, "What is the biggest complaint you 
have about your husband?" They have expressed many but all 
the answers seem to suggest neglect brought on by a number of 
different causes. Here are some of the responses: 

"Not thoughtful enough;'' 
"Be considerate of wife's feelings," 
"Get his face out of the T.V.," 
"Compliment her," 
"Let wife know where he is going and when he will be back," 
"Too critical about 'little things,' " 
"Do things without being told," 
"Treat her like an equal," 

Some of the underlying causes for neglect are seen in these 
exemplary statements. They are: selfishness, pride, a lack of 
courtesy, a lack of communication, and a lack of desire to help or 
know about the family. I hate to say it, but in all the books on 
family relations these five causes are basically the same. 

Husbands, it is time for us to do something about our relation
ships to our families! The success of tlie marriage depends on 
us, so let's get out of our chairs and start working on these five 
problem areas, and the qualities that make for good husbands as 
God would have us. 

Here are some qualities found in the word of God that charac
terize the good husband. All suggest what husbands are to be
come. I feel "become" is a key word. These qualities are what 
the husbands are striving for, but have not yet achieved. 

1. He is a love1·. "Husbands love your wives even as Christ also 
loved the church ... " (Eph. 5:25). When a husband loves his 
wife this will eliminate the problem of selfishness. How can a 

person love as Christ did and be selfish at the same time? 
Christ's love was unselfish. He gave himself by dying for the 
church. The husband loves in that same unselfish way, by giving 
of himself to his wife first, children second, and parents third. 
The order is important. 

Love has these characteristics: It is patient, kind, keeps no 
record of wrong, protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres, it does not 
envy, boast, be too proud, be rude, be self-seeking or easily an
gered (I Cor. 13 :4-7) (NIV). These characteristics always are 
found in the love of a husband who is "becoming." 

2. He is considerate. "Husbands in the same way be considerate 
as you live with your wives, and treat them with 'respect as the 
weaker partners and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of 
life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers" (1 Peter 3:7). 

What does con.~iderate mean? Basically it means a husband 
will be understanding, investigate, get some insight into, and be 
sensitive to his wife's needs. Simply stated, he will study her. I 
am afraid this is where most husbands fail. They expect the wife 
to be considerate of them, but Peter puts the burden on the hus
band's back! He knows what makes her happy, or nervous, or 
relaxed, or depressed, because he has taken the time to find out. 

The letter that appeared in Dear Abby, a few years ago, I feel 
sums it up: 

"My heart doesn't yearn for wall-to-wall carpeting and fancy 
clothes, but oh, Abby, how I would love to have my husband 
bring home some foolish little gift on some unspecial day. 
He's not a thoughtless guy, but when you have to 'hint' it's 
no fun. He's a grand guy and a wonderful husband and if 
he'd only do this little thing to let me know I am as special 
to him as he is to me, I'd be the happiest woman in the 
world."-Sweet Sue. 

3. He is to lead. "The husband is the head of the wife, as 
Christ also is the head of the church ... as the church is subject 
to Christ, so let the wives also be to their husbands in every
thing." (Eph. 5:23, 24; I Cor. 11 :3): This is God's line of author
ity in the home. It does not teach that the woman is inferior to 
the man, but it is simply teaching roles. The man has been given 
the responsibility by God to provide the leadership for the fam
ily. When a husband shirks this responsibility confusion always 
results. 

Christ gives us his example of what kind of leadership he 
wants from the husband in Mark 10:42-45. Normal leadership 
rules over others, but Christ like leadership is a servant/leader 
relation. He says, "Whoever would become great among you, 
shall be your servant, and whosoever would be first among you, 
shall be bondservant of all." Applied to the husband, he becomes 
the servant of his wife and children, in the sense that he sees 
to their needs. This may require of him to change a dirty diaper, 
or wash a dish, or promote family devotionals, or balance the 
family budget, or have an open ear to some wild tale, or give a 
spanking when one is due, but all of these acts are characteris
tics of the servant/leader. 

Husbands, God has decreed that man is to love his wife and 
family, to live considerately with them, and to lead them in the 
ways of God. 

It doesn't make any difference how much money a man makes, 
or how high in society he goes. If he fails as a husband to his 
wife, and a father to his children, he has failed. You can be a 
success, if you will work at being the "becoming'' husband. 

3112 S. 58th, Fort Smith, Ar 72903, Central church of Christ 

7 [359] 



Why Did I Wait So Long? 
RICHARD HALC 

He wanted to be called Red. His wife called and said Red 
wanted to be baptized into Jesus Christ. Technically there were 
some problems. Red was nearly totally confined to a wheelchair. 
Our baptistery is not designed for easy acessibility by the handi
capped, btJt we could lift him in if need be. That was no real 
problem, but there was another problem. His wife told me Red 
was very afraid of water. He had nearly drowned when young 
and had never been totally submerged since then. He would not 
go near water over his head. To be sure of having proper assis
tance in baptizing him two of us got in the water with him. 

Red was afraid, but determined to obey the Lord. He held 
tightly to the top of the baptistry front, and knelt facing the 
front, went under the water and emerged praising God. The next 
week we met at the building again and renewed their marriage 
vows, but their marriage was about to end. Now Red was happy 
and rejoicing in his new relationship with the Lord and it was 
changing his relationships here on earth too. So Red was prais
ing God for his new life. But always there was a six word re
frain in his songs of praise. "Why did I wait so long?" 

You see, Red was an older man. He'd been a good man, even 
religious in a way, but it bothered Red that he'd waited till late 
in life. This was deepened because of the joy of the new life he 
had found. The joy of peace, love and forgiveness. The joy of 

Christ. The joy of purpose and meaning to life found in being in 
God's will. It was sad joy because he had waited so long. You 
see Red was dying. His life was taking on a taste of heaven and 
just when he was finding the way to the abundant life he was 
preparing to leave. 

We didn't have much time to work through the stages of coun
seling the dying. Actually it wasn't needed. Red was ready in his 
own mind. Some of us would take communion to him and the 
meaning with which Red took it was powerful. With one hand 
he clung to us, but with the other he reached out to someone we 
couldn't see. He would talk of his coming transition with 
strength. He talked to his brothers and sisters about their need 
to obey. 

Two weeks later we were called to the house. "It's time," his 
wife said. We prayed hoping Red could hear. Scripture was read 
as Red lay in his bed with his wife holding his hand. We left. 
The wife wanted it that way. Thirty minutes later as she held 
his hand Red made the transition. Some call it death. It was not 
death it was a transition. 

How many Red's are there in our lives who need some teach
ing or encouragement to obey the Lord so they need not be 
haunted by "why did I wait so long?" 

1701 West Main, Medford, Oregon 97501 

Misdirected Zeal 
LARRY ARNOLD 

For three straight years there had been a famine in the land. 
Undoubtedly the children of Israel were suffering greatly, Why 
all the problems? Why all the suffering? Why was God with
holding his blessings and not fulfilling His promises of prosper
ity? Why would all this happen? King David inquires of the 
Lord seeking answers to these questions. 

From the Lord's answer we find a powerful lesson. God says, 
"It i's for Saul and for his bloody house, because he slew the 
Gibeonites." Continuing on we find, "Saul sought to slay them 
in his zeal to the children of Israel and Judea.'' The famine was 
because cf what King Saul had previously done. King Saul had 
a zeal, but it was a misdirected zeal. 

Nearly 500 years before this incident the Gibeonites were 
promised protection by Joshua. The Gibeonites were Amorites 
living in the promised land. Normally the Israelites would have 
killed these pagans, but Israel mistakenly made a treaty with 
them and promised them safety. After many years King Saul, 
in his zeal to drive .all the heathen nations out of the promised 
land, began killing the Gibeonites. Saul had a zeal, but it was a 
misdirected zeal. To offset the damage Saul had done, King 
David delivered seven of Saul's descendents to the Gibeonites 
to be hanged. It was not until then that God's wrath was ap
peased for Saul's misdirected zeal. 

In our brotherhood we too have a zeal. Let's be sure that our 
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zeal is not misdirected. There's plenty of fame promised to the 
would be head hunters and critics in our midst, but perhaps too 
often our guns are aimed in the wrong direction. It is a pity 
when our zeal is not used for the growth of the church and the 
glory of God. 

Our zeal should be to build, not tear down. Our zeal should 
be to defend the faith, not fight with brethren. Our zeal should 
be to reason with the word, not argue the scriptures. Our zeal 
should be to do all to the glory of God, not to popularize our
selves. Our zeal should be to stand on the promises of God, not 
to insist upon our opinions and private intrepretations. 

It is not enough just to be right; we must also be kind and 
loving. It is not enough just to speak where the Bible speaks; 
we must also be silent where the Bible is silent. It is not enough 
to just seek to restore a brother, we must seek to do such with 
a spirit of meekness. It is not enough just to advocate the truth; 
we must advocate the truth with love. Let us "rise up and 
build" as Nehemiah commanded the Jews. Let us "go up at once 
and possess the land" as Caleb urged the armies of Israel. Let 
us "go into all the world'' as Jesus has commanded his disciples. 
It is not enough to say we are Christians; we must be Chris
tians. 

11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 78230 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. John Pennisi of Lubbock, Texas offers encouragement to 
parents and to others. It is true that people do repeat; people do 
turn back; people do come home! 

We thank our brother for reminding us that this is true.
Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

Parents~ Don't Give Up 
JOHN PENNISI 

Parents, don't give up! Even if your teenager is trapped in 
the prevalent vices of today! Even if he/she has had to serve 
time in prison! Even if you have been drained of energy, time, 
and money attempting to resolve teenage problems. 

Many young people caught up in dope, alcohol, sex, and crime 
come to their senses. Like the prodigal son they hit rock bottom, 
come to themselves, remember the sacrificial love bestowed upon 
them by deeply hurt parents, and come home, home not merely 
to mom and dad, but to the grace of God and to his church. 

It's happening all the time. One young man pushed dope and 
blew hi"s own mind on it. He went to prison. His experiences in 
crime drained his parents' resources as they sought to help their 
rebellious, confused, and lost son. Somewhere along the way he 
finally came to himself. Now he is serving the Lord and telling 
others of the lessons he has learned. His parents' love brought 
him home. 

Another person relates the following ~xperience: 

A mistake I made in life (one of many) was when I took 
my first puff of marijuana. Even though I was informed 
about the drug through high school anti-drug movies and 
classes, and even though I was told that the drug experience 
would be a horrifying and ugly event, it was still a sad 
mistake that I made. 

When I first tried marijuana at the coaxing of friends, it 
was the most pleasant and fun thing I had ever done. Next 
to booze, it was far more enjoyable with no noticeable hang
over. Marijuana so stimulated my mind and imagination in 
such a euphoric and elated way that I craved the high that 
it gave me. Even though it wasn't the heroin-type addiction 
and the horrifying experience that I was told it would be, 
it was still a very pleasant experience that I craved to have 
as often as I possibly could. 

I was just out of high school when I smoked my first 
joint. After that first joint of sweet smoke, it was 5 years 
of trying to find 'good dope' and getting 'loaded' as often as 
possible. I started college right after high school and was 
learning electronic theory and communication, but the dope 
made me lose interest and flunk out after three semesters. 
Then all my time in the army was spent trying to get 

Heart Surgery 
LARRY D. JONES 

"The heart kept on beating as the surgeon opened the chest 
cavity. A 'blip' on the scope indicated that life was still present. 
Ski1led hands wielded the scalpel that cut into the pulsating 
organ and revealed the problem .. " 

"Harsh words split the air as a Christian pronounced judg
ment on another. He willingly expounded upon the other per
son's intents and motives. Furthermore he was quite certain of 
,the other person's destiny and ... " 

The preceding paragraphs portray two sorts of "heart sur
gery": One is physical-and the other spiritual. One is for the 
purpose of healing-and the other for hurting. One is profes-

'stoned.' After 5 years of searching for the 'meaning of life' 
through drugs I finally gave them up at a very low point in 
my life. I was depressed and unhappy as a person could be 
when I finally quit. 

It took me 2 or 3 years to get over my paranoia and con
fused state of mind that the drugs brought on. 

I have learned much from this portion of my life, and I 
would spare any young person or older person this lesson. 
I now prefer to lead people and tell people of a real and 
lasting heaven. There is no greater blessing in the world 
and no greater meaning to life than in being a Christian. 

Very frequently I hear similar personal accounts from Chris
tians now zealously seeking to live for Christ. At the end of the 
long tunnel there is light and hope for those who persevere in 
Christ. 

3723 34th St., Lubbock, Tx 79405 

sional-and the other is amateur. Few of us will ever participate 
in the first-none of us should practice the second. The truth is, 
none of us has direct access to the heart-the mind-of another. 
Rhetorically Paul asked, "For what man knoweth the things of 
a man, save the spirit of a man which is in him?" We know a 
person only as he reveals himself in speech and in deed. Even 
these expressions of a person's inner self are often subject to 
more than one possible interpretation. 

We often find it tempting to diagnose someone else's prob
lems. His motives and notions are obvious to us-we think. The 
truth is, only God knows and deals with a person's heart. Our 
fallibile interpretations of what makes another tick must often 
be erroneous. 

"Amateur heart surgery" is very popular. After all, if I can 
pontificate upon why a person has said or done a certain thing, 
I need not consider that I may have incited him to evil. If he is 
a hypocrite or a devil-server, I can congratulate myself upon 
escaping from such problems. 

Now, to be quite frank about it, none of us would want an 
untrained person to do even minor surgery on our bodies. Like
wise, few would willingly take scalpel in hand and start slicing 
on a friend. We would do more harm than good. Therefore, we 
should see that attempting to know and to deal with the motives 
and thoughts of another is a ticklish business. 

Can we help another with an apparent "heart" problem? 
Must we stand helplessly by while his soul is destroyed? There 
is an answer! 

We may use God's word as a means of "surgery" and of heal
ing. It is "sharper than any two-edged sword ... and is a dis
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." Through judi
cious study and teaching of the Bible, we may heal the b1·oken 
hearted. However, let us remember that we should not expect 
anyone to submit to our ministrations, unless he is convinced 
that we have his best interest in mind. 

Heart surgery? It is sometimes necessary. But, no amateur 
efforts, please. · 

154 Rodenberg Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 39531 
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S:\liTH L:\W~ i\IATE RXlT Y TimiE 
AND ADOPTION AGENC Y 
EXPANDS ITS SERVICES 

Claude A. Guild, Box 96, Springtown, 
Texas 76082: Our spring meeting at 
Springtown, Texas, closed with 57 re-

sponses. There were 10 baptisms. Guss 
Eoff, e,·angelist, did a good job and Rusty 
Ellis was s uperb during the sing ing. 

The Smi thlawn Maternity Home, start
ed in 1960, under the s ponsorship of the 
Smithlawn church in Lubbock, and de
signed as a refuge for young women wi th 
problem pregnancies, has embarked on an 
enlarged pr ogram, according to H oward 
Hulett the Director. 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bris tol Road, Flint, Mic higan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• T wo-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Idea lly located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• Operat ing Since 1970 
• Located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades 1<-5) 

Gwen Gooch, widow of t he well known 
gospel preacher, Wallace Gooch, who lives 
in T emple, ha s been employed to serve 
the central Texas a rea in an effort to 
raise the v isibility of the program and 
increase its value to bot.h those who have 
problems and to prospective adoptive par
ents as well. 

Over 2,000 young women have been 
assisted by the Smithlawn Home, and 
more than 1,100 children have been placed 
in Christia n homes s ince 1960. 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1-5 

APPLY NOW 

CHRISTIA N EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Re lated Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Ret irement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960-2316 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/ 429-1403 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For many years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. 1-G os pels and Acts .... . .. ... . ....... . . .. $7.00 

Vol. 2 -Ep istles and Rev elation .... . ....... .. .. . $ 7.00 

Complet e in One Volume . . .. . ... .. ... ...... .... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 6 10 A USTIN, TEXA S 78767 
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WILLIAM J. TEAGUE NAMED 
PRESIDE 1T OF 

ABILEKE CHRISTIAN UNIV ERSITY 
Dr. William J. Teague, a dministntive 

vice president of Kerr-l\IcGee Corp. in 
Oklahoma City, has been named president
elect of Abilene Christian University. He 
will assume the duties of president and 
chief executh·e officer· of the university 
or\ Aug. 27. 

Teague will succeed Dr. John C. Stevens, 
who will become the univers ity's second 
chancellor. 

The 53-year-old Teague, a native of 
Olney, Texas, has been with Kerr-:\IcGee 
since 1978. P rior to that he had sen •ed as 
executive assistant to the president of 
ACU from 1952 to 1957; vice president 
for de\·elopment of Harding College in 
Searcy, Ark., from 1957 to 1959; vice 
president of Pepperdine University in Los 
Angeles from 1959 to 1970; president of 
William J . Teague Associates, a manage
ment sen·ices corporation, from 1964 to 
1970; and in several administrative posi
tions with Purex Industries, Inc., in Lake
wood, Calif. 

THE HERODIAN FORTRESS 
0 I l\IASADA 

(Continued from page 4) 
last stand and the final confrontation be
tween Eleazar ben Yair and General Fla
vius S ilva, which was recently pictured 
on TV. 

The question, "How much of the TV 
dra ma was fact, and how much was fic
tion?" will be explored in a second article 
about Masada. 

Teague is an elder and Bible class 
teacher for the Edmond (Oklahoma) 
Church. 

Abilene Christian University is a four
year, liberal arts institution with an en
rollment of 4,560 students f rom several 
foreign countl'ies and 48 of the 50 United 
States. The univer sity is completing its 
75th year. 

r .......... ~..--.. -.._....._.._ .. ._.._.....---..-, 
~ PEWS ... New and Used ~ 

Pew Cushions-Pew Refi nishing ~ 
~ Write or ca ll for free estimate. ~ 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
[ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l l Waco, TX 76705 817·799·5926 \ --.......... -·---·.._....·--..---·~ 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, l ove 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, uti lities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
fu rnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHI LDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

K& 
Can you afford A. to build? 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. can help you answer 
this important question. 

Church finon cing is our business ... 
serving over 1250 congregations of Churches of Chris t s ince 1959 . .. and we 
are adding congregations each month, w ho continue to build. 

Affilia ted Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

t ' l 

Please send informalion about your quality church 

financing. 

N;nne n£ t:on~rc~a tion 

i\ ddrcss 

Clly Slale Zip 

lndi viclual's Nnnw/ Function in r.ungrc~nt ion 

Tt•lcph une ------------

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

Order by phone 
Toll -free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congrogalion in Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to FJorida to retire. and we're 
searching for a mature, experienced man t o 
step in and continuo growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
ao we arc in a building program scheduled 
for completion in December 1981. Will con· 
sider all applicants as gelling lhe right men 
is most important. Six room home available. 
For additional information, send Iotter of in· 
q uiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harrisburg. lL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. E·;enings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

\ 1 
-:"ll - -=--

at the Low Price of 

$))95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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CHTCAGO CnRISTIA 'S GIRD FOR 
1981 CRUSADE FOR CHRIST 

On J uly 1-5, 1981, t he Chicago Churches 
will sponsor t he second great campaign 
of the decade. Preparations are now being 
made to accommodate se\·eral thousand 
parlicipanls and to train hundreds of 
Christians to make personal evangelism 
contacts all over the city. 

T. 0 . J ackson of Oklahoma City, Okla
homa, along with Willi am J ones of Chi
cago are conducting training workshops 
to prepare workers to effectively teach 
the word of the Lord a ll over the city of 
Chicago this summer. 

The speaker for the evening meetings 
will be Jack Evans , Pres ident of South
western Clwistian College. 

Anyone· wishing to have more informa
tion regarding the 1981 CRUSADE should 
write to CRUSADE FOR CHRIST, P.O. 
Box 12095, MidWest Station, Chicago, IL 
60612. 

SCRIPTURE DISTRI11UTION IN 
L.-\T I ~ A~IERICA TOPS 95 :mLLIO::\f 
Scripture distribution in the 32 Spanish 

speaking countries of Latin America 
lopped 95 million in 1980. 

The new popular version Bible, Dios 
Habla Hoy (God Speaks Today) was 
shared among more than 1.5 mil lion Span
ish-speaking people in 1980, an increase 
of nearly 200,000 Bibles over 1979. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arno ld Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy ]. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call fo r catalog 

and app lication. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 
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Contact: 
l YNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

lubbock, Texas 79408 

M AKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN TH E LIFE OF A CHILD 

1981 
BEECHWOOD HILLS 

FAl\IILY BIBLE E~CA:\IP:IIENT 
Camp leaders have called attention to 

lhe approaching encampment at Beech
wood Hills, l\lich., .Aqg. 17-21. 

The campgrounds border East Lake, 
and is located 30 miles south of Grand 
Rapids , 1\Iich igan, ncar t he community 
of Hopkins . Travelers may exit off U.S. 
131 at either lhe Wayla11d or Bradley/ 
Hopkins exits and tra\·el west about 8 
miles. 

The theme for t his year's encampment 
will be "j\faturing In Christ." Paul Wat
son, minister with the Echo l\leadows 
church, Oregon, Ohio, will be the featured 
speake1·. Eight other men a re scheduled 
for morning sessions. 

For information write Lewis Karkosky, 
Encampment Director, 2208 Ridgeway 
Road, J ackson, Mich. 49203. 

----o---
Luke Curtis, Box 1331, Huntsville, Tx 

77340 : We are thrilled to announce that. 
since our last report, twenty-eight men 
have been baptized into Christ on four 
units of the Texas Prison System. 

Not e to subscribers: Please give y our old 
address as well as your n ew address when 
you move. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to w in souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, a t Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue. P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn .. 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8631 or (901) 456· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Come W ith Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion , 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901 ·683·1678 901·761-1350 

Se11d /or Brochure. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l . Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214 ) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preach ing 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 2, 19 I-AUG ·sT :n , 1981 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-· 

Recordex 145 
No. 14& 
RcGul• r $569. 
S PECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $·140 .00 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

Nu. 34& 
H. t.•Kula r SJ. 795. 
S PECIAL BELO W 
MAN F. COST $ 1.1 95 

Recordex 345 
~-·························· ·· ································································· 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low no ise, high energy 
__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 

90 minutes, low noise, . 59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 60 minutes, high energy, . 59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
__ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J . P . Kelly, 324 West Park Avenut 
G r cenfteld, IN 46140 · 3 1 7·4 62· 3648 

Name 

0 Check 0 Money Order card • Address 
O Visa OMas1ercard exp dale 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~ts Clry. Slale. Zip FF ....... _. -·-. -· -. - ·-· -· -·-·-·-·- ·-. -·-·-.-.. 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, · 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorsh ips. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS A PPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN TH E PRESENT G ENERATION! 

r~--0-R-DE_R_T_H_E_W __ H_O_L_E_S_ET--TO--DA_Y_!~, 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $1 1.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for delivery ond handling on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
add 10%. Texas residents odd S'j/0 soles tox. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of th is era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which d is
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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BOB HARES RETURN TO AMERICA 
~4FTEU 31 YEARS IN EUROPE 

are able to take turns with the pulpit 
work. 

Bob and Ruth Hare have returned to 
the states after spending 31 years in Eu
rope as missionaries. Most of that time 
they have been in Vienna, Hans Deders
check, former missionary in Lima, Peru, 
and now of Vienna, will take over most of 
Brother .Hare's responsibilities with the 
congregation which meets in the Schleif
muehlgasse. Six capable brethren there 

Sister Hare's failing health necessitated 
their return to Brackenridge, Texas, 
where she will be under the care of a 
physician. Bob will travel in the area in 
the interest of the work in Austria and 
behind the iron curtain. 

The address of the Hares is c/o Wesley 
Howk, 807 W. 3rd, Breckenridge Texas 
76024. 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PBEJli:HilVG 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

New Opportunity For 
World Evangelism 

By Individuals and By Churches 
Through 

World Christian Broadcasting Corporation 
For more information 

• FREE 20 minute cassette 
by Jimmy Allen 

send for your 

• FREE 15 minute color 
narrated filmstrip 

I am interested in learning more about, and/or helping others learn 
about World Christian Broadcasting Corporation. Please send me 
a FREE copy of: 

0 A cassette recording of Jimmy Allen's address at Harding Univer
sity on World Christian Broadcasting and World Evangelism. 

0 A narrated 15 minute 35mm color tilmstrip on World Christian 
Broadcasting and World Evangelism. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

MaiJ request to: 
WCBC/Box 3857 I Abilene, Texas 79604/Telephone: (915) 698-0695 

L----------------------------~ 
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How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry works with faithful Ctvtatlan con. 
tacta on Military lnatalfatlona wOfktwlde that are waiting to 
help your lov.ct ones - as they have helped wlltl· the 
spiritual and physical needs of thousands of others during 
the past four years. Thla service Ia froel 

Send their name, complete addrosa. phone lnd military 
lnatallatlon, If known. along with your nama. and addraa 
to: AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

t ~r~::;~~~r,R:;~, 
Weal Monroe, Louisiana 712\J1 

American Mili1ary EYanplians Naliona 

ernplo~ees 
O.J= 

cbaR.cbes OJ= cbR.fst 
rnsaR.ance gRoap 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . • . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . • . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • • . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED • . • • • • . . . • . • • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . • • • . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • • • • • • • • • . • • . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) •...•• $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) • • • • . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) • . . • • • • • • . • . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"Serfling the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 

·FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 9, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section SI. GO per l ine. Desia ned especially to nccommodate con a reantions 

3.dvtrtising meclina: p lnces, preacher~ seeking work or cOnC'r cgation s seeking preachers. Also ot.hcr 
acceptable matte r. 

BEAR VALLEY CU U RCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL 01-' ntBLICAL ST UD I ES 

Prcnchi ng-Pcrsonnl E vangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curricu lum fo r \Von1cn 

"npprovcd for Vete ran·s trui ning" 
Leonurd .M . Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-oSOO, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
l~OR'l' UOOU - IULLEEN. TEXAS 

Southsid e C hurch or Ch r ist 1&05 S. Trlm
mi e r Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. P h o n e 
634-60 12. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P. lll .. Wed. 7:00-=.P..:..r,:::L:;-...,...-,.=-:::-=:::-:: 

DENVER, C OLORADO 80228 
I.AKEWOOD Cll URCH OF CHIUST 

455 So. Y o ungfield Ct. 
T el e. : 988-1 024 

See Yello w Pages F o r Service Times 
1'ranslntion for Deuf. Paul W. H all, Evan. 
0 1\:INAWA, JAl'AN. H e lp u s wat ch Co r 
souls o r Christian s o n Okinawa. Send name/ 
o r gan izatio n to: E lder s . Church or Chri~l. 
?0 Box 298, O llinawa City, J n onn 9 04. 
Al~I. INGTON , VA., 20 N . ln•inrr S t., corner o ( 
irving & A rli ngton Blvd. (R t. 50). Convenient to 
nation's «•Pi~• l & hi•toric N . V!'. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00P.M. ; D1blc Study . 9:30 
A.M. Sun .. 7:30 !'.:>!. Wed. For transportat!on
dircctions ph. 528-0535. Worship with u s--EnJOY a 
Stliritunl Feast. __ _ 
CllA'l'IIA~l. N. J .. Fairmount nnd S o uthern 
Blvd .. 07928. NORTHERN NEW -:!ERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 20 1-63~-681 0 or 
201-635-2688. 
A:'"LASKA·.==_-"-'--AN-=c"'noRAGE CliUUCH OF 
CllRIS'l', 2700 De Barr R d. 'Vlll contact 
relntlves or CriP.nds in Alaska. Pnt Mcl\lahan, or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, A laska 99vl0. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-67 19. 

DAY AllF.:A SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plen•nnton, Cn llrornln 04500 
J a mes W. F erguson, Sr .. D ire ct_o_r __ _ 
~WO~ON-ISLAND Ol•' KAUA I, 
JIAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Cla rence 1\ln>:: 
Churrh o£ Christ, 4647 llauaa.la Rd., Kapaa, Hawa11 

967;~~6~·~~~~T.O .... ~-n~.-.~~~~~-u~ !\ORTIIW EST CH URCH OF CHHIST, 15555 16U• 
A,·enuo N.E .. Seattle. Wash. 98156. J( you know 
aomconc moving to the Greater Scntt1c .area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. Wo wdl contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFOHN IA 
CENTRAL CII U RCH OF CllltlST 

12th and lloover Streeu 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.:.t. 
Minist ers : Lewis F risby, 7 14-622 -2586; 

Paul llarper, 473-8228. 
------,M;:;E"'· T"'n=o-:::-DENV ER A H EA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-,17·19 

Mac Dartce. Evangelist 
DREWER, M.AINE-24 1 Cen~r St ., V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes, I 0: 16: Worship, II: 00. Ph!'ne 207-
989-2539. or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Wntc about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
!::VANSVILLE, IN~::o5&11torj;nn Ave., 
U.S. 400 E n Mt 0JlJIOIIIIe K - JIInrt. Office 4'1'1-
5:.!7'1 . nohby \Vnclc, Jilin . 4'10-405{1. 
SUN Cl'l'Y, CALIFOll.NIA- Vn llcy Church or 
ChriHt. Come vi s it us. Pho n e 714 - 679-1010. 
.\"U."A, AlliZ., ()5 J \V. :.!8th S t. Sunday 

10. ll n .m. & 6:30 p .m. P h . 344- 3750 
W E REBI I\D CH E RISII F.D BIBLES write for free 
loaU1er samples and prices. Dible Bindery, Box 2-185, 
Abilene. Texas 79G04 . 
GOS PEL PREAC!iER NEEDED: in Mudison . South 
Dakota. a town or IIIIJlr Ox. 10.000. Sound. good 
J)c rsonnl wo1·kcr. m ust ru tnish ~·our 0\\'n suppo r;. 
Send resume to Church o f ChnMt. T'.O. _ Dox 61-. 
Madison. S. D. 57042. or call (605) 266-6816. 
HF..SEIWE. NEW MEX ICO . 'fh~ C~urch has h!'cn 
l'~t.nbli shcd in t.hi:~ smnll commu ruly an tho beaut iful 
Giln \Viltlcr ncss. T he huiltlins.: is locnt~cl soulh of 
town o n the hh:hwn)' . Plcnl:>e worshi1• w1th us when 
)·ou nrc in the aren. 
;i TI"N MILITARY-UPTOWN ClltiRCH OF 
CHRIS;l' SAN DERNARDINO. CA. ~630 N. "E." 
St . Sundny 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.l\1. Call 883-2550 or W . P. J olly, Min. 7%-2~11. 
P REACII ER AVA!LAR LE-For 11rcnching appoint
ment.s in Oklahomn. Employed by Swtc o f Okla
homa as a S11ecinlist in Youth Cuidnnce. H olds de
s::rcc in Bible from Freed-!-fartlcmnn Colle~e. 
Ht~Sume with ref<•rcnc~ submitted upon requcsl. 
Phone ·1 05-275-824~. 

.J EEPS. CA HS. 'fltUCKS 
i\\'nilahl<' lhn1 Covc:~·nmcnt As.:cnt'ies in you z· arcn . 
Many sell for unde1· ,$200.00. Call (602) 9·1 1-80 1·1 
Ext. ::&GG for your t.hrcctory on how to Jlurchnsc. 

l i OliSEPAR ENTS NEEDE D AT JIIEDINA 
CHILDREN'S H OlltE 

Perhaps you are cons ider ing full-time wor k for l he 
Lord I Medina H ome is acccptinr. applications and 
i nt.crvicws !or housoparents. ch ristians who arc 
intcrcstN in the rcarinK or boys and girls in n 
christian way . .:\ten should possess ski lls in mainte. 
nancc or interests in agricultural arens. CnmJlUS 
beautificat ions and related works . If there nrc those 
in your con~-rrccntiou who desire U•is work. Please 
ask them to con~lcl D~mpsey SlmJlson nt 512-589-
7725 (dny) or 512-589-2236 (nighlo and weekends). 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, ?8055. 
"EM1· LO\'MENT: NORTHEitN CA LIFORNIA. 
Sicrl'a Children's llome is curnmtly hiring- child 
t'!' rc s taff. tChristian -.·ouplcs.) Good Jlay nnd bene· 
f!t:;. I r interested, ron tact Ste\'C Bei'J.!Ill:lll, E'xccu
t iVC J>.r~rtor, nt 1'.0. Box 597 , Vncnvillc. CA %68S. 
n r t•ull 'i0 7/4•H' -~l5fii. " 

RELI GIO US BOOKS llOUGl-IT. Wayne Stephen s, 
P.O. Box 285. Shnwnec, Oklahoma 74801. 
I,ET US SIIArtE O UH TAPE LIBRARY W ITH 
YOU. Sermons nnd leli ~ons by Jimmy Jividt.'n a n d 
o.t lwr:,; o n <·asset t e tapes . Nationnl Loan Pror;ram. 
St'nd ~tamped svl f .:uJdrcRscd lon v. ('nve iOI>C for list 
an<l plan. Tape Lihrn ry, H illcrest Church of Cl:rist. 
Gl 7 !hu on. Auilcn<·. Texas 79601. 
Pit:nyunc. M iss. t'Ons,::rt.·g:ction. located nenr the Mis 
~i~sipJ)i Gu1! ConAl, !"ccking IOUJ.!·lcrm, full time 
minis lt•r. Offer ins.: hulivicluali7.cd Nalary nntl benefit 
p:u-k:cJrc . l\lcrnbcnihip O\'C J' 100 in g.-owinJ..:" com
m unity uf .over 12.000 ueople. Tf intercstPd ~Pnd 
compl·ehcns1vc l'<•sume or call arN\ t•oclc 601·7!>8·8181 
or 601-79S-0812. A1lclreos resume to Cnh·in P. 
O'Neill. 108 Scnlcl"""' Or .. Pienyunc. llli•s. 39,166 . 
;,A thirl)'- two-ycnr-olcl )>reacher. with IJ.A. ancl 
M.S. from Abilenl' Christia n U .. clcsircs to locut..c 
with n f1·ce con~rc~ntion. Call (:109) 699-2-165." 
" Experienced, mitltllf'·HJtcd prenchl'r U\'ai1ahlc June 
I;;, Current references furnished. Cont.nct Lconar1l 
\\'ntt.s. P.O. Box ·12a. lndepe nclencc. Knnsas 67301 
or Phone 316/ 331- I·IO:i." 
'l'c:tchr1· Employment : P=A"'N"'o=n:-,:-\ i\"'.1:-1::-\ ---oC"'I'"'"·IRISTIIAN 
SCHOOl~ has Op~nini(H fo1· tcachiug positions-
1981-82. Also opportunity for J)nrl time teacher
mal <· admin i!litnnor. Panorama is locnletl in iclcnl 
r limnlt! ncur mountains and sc\•crnl eollcJH~S "lt 
Hedl:uuls. lliversitle nnd Snn Bernardino. 
Con~1cl: Denn Carlton. Director nt 
Panorama Chris tian School 
3:lnSI Yucaipa Jllwl. 
Yuca ipa, Ca. n2:J!I9 
Ph 171 ·1l 797-a~r,o. 

l'n•arh~r wanLed 11fter July lsl. 19~1. Sound mnn 
with \'ll1 1lha~ is on f)<'r~onal work: Mu~t ~ able to 
work cffect.ivcly with military/ civilian populution. 
s~nd rC'sumc. photo, references , nnd l:tJlCd sermons 
to: Eld~rs. Chun·h of Christ, P.O. !lox 576. Ill 
Hoo"·'· ~l t n oad .. Jurksonville, N.C. ~85,10 . 

WEEK OF \ AMP OPt;N' ____ _ 
Finc.,;t. fnrilit ies avail:tblc. 

Jul)• 12- 18 
Petti john SprinJ.:f\ Chl'i!it inn Cnmp. 

Comact Alnn Bonnett. Route I, Box ·120. 
Mndill. Oklahoma 7:1·1·16 or cull 405/790-5015 

Scnrrhi nl( for a 11rcnchcr? I will hdp you to ehtah
li•h t·ontacl with t.hc following individual. Age. 45. 
married, B.S. tlC'J.:ft.'t' , 17 years extteri(!nce. Contnct : 
Bert Mercer, Crc•tvil'w Church of Christ. 8 16 New 
Road. Wnco. Tx. 76710. Phone: (office) 817-776-07 1 I 
(hnmc) Rl7-776-429:1. 
J'l'eachcz· available. HKC t15 . L ipscomb gt·luhmtc , 24 
Yl'ars cxpcz·icnct•. \Vi ii fu1· nis h lUJlC, photo, rcsumQ 
& references. Cnntacl H nr ry Dnn-ow. 1911 Valens 
Drivl', Ea, t. J :ll'k"On\'ille. Florida 3221 G. Phone 904 
725-5412. 

"Ll\'l~G 0!'\E DAY AT A T IME" 
Ench dny is n ~i ft from Cod. The 11as t is s::one and 
the fu tur·c unccrtnin. Learn lo mnke the most of 
now. For a f ree copy nf th is helnfu1 brochun! f'C JHl 
a ion~. SASE (35¢) to Carin~ Ministry-F2, Dox 
l:t ll';, J\llilenc. Texmt iU604. 
R E'r I H E in beau iifu"'l'-. '-=t"'le"n'-:l""th"'y---oS""e-d:-,-n-n-. _a_n_d-:-s-·e_r_v_e"'t"l-le 
Lord in a growing church. Informnt ion pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. llox 3083, Sedonu. 
Ariz. 86340. 

CAMP LEJEUNE MA RINE BASE and J ACKSON
V ILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. Il l Roosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Do:< 576. J nx., N.C. 28S40. Phoncs-(919) 
3·1i-11 22 o r a47- IR05. 
\Vn,.hln~o:ton , IJ.C. are n 2 0 m i nutes from 
ou r· n:~tlon 's capltn1, Churc h or Christ. lll 
8nst Brnddoclc Rd., Al ex a ndria, V lrglnla 
22301 , phone (703) 8 36-3083 o r 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hiclts. Evangelist. 
For • nle. sons: hook• . "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH =2." 1!!0 hooks in uoo•l eonditifln. ~l ,,kc 
us tw offer. you pay frci~ht. Churrh of Chri:, t. Box 
:i l ·l. Hoschut1, 'l'"•xnM 7(l:i70. Ph. (~17) :iR:i · S·12ii. 
E:\PEltiENCEil, ~lATUHE PH!-:A CIIE R AVAIL
ABLE. \\'rite or call l!ichard Norman. 1!110 Deep 
Valley Dr .. Hit·hnrdson. TX 75080. 211/ 23·1-2952. 

WANTED- Experienced Gospel Preacher to \\'Ork 
with small cOnJ,:r~:ation with nbout. i5 members. 
If inte resled send res ume to 11lcCnm c)' Church oC 
Christ, Box 94 I, JllcCamcy, Texns 791&2. 

JOll DESC RIPTI ON 
E L ECTRON IC 'l'ECIIN ICAL Dl It ECTOR. for En
rcn>riso Snuarc USA nL Oklahoma Christion Col
lc~e. OJlenin~t J:utUUI'Y I. 19~2 . APJllicnnt should 
have traininJ,: a nd ('Xpericnc~ in the mnintcnancc 
und repairs of electronic ami audio-vi!,unl t<JUiJ)
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
became easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized the value of h:wing a concor
dance ro the Bible thc.:y're using. With 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easily be located . Now users of the 
New International Version Bible, 
Amcrica'· lcading new translation, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
with a concordance. because The Nl\1 
Complece Concordance i here! 

Here is how The IV Complece 
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You can locate every verse in the Bible 
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• A quarter of a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
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the Maxwell slroot church in Ardmore, Oklahoma, whero tho mooting 
was held. Pictured horo is a panel of elders answering que stions from 
tho floor during ono of the sessions. L t o R: Cline Pad on, Rouel Lemmons, 
Bailey McBride and W. A. Ha rrison. 
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The Importance of Names 

We need to do some thinking about what the church 
should be called. Names, in Bible times were impor
tant. The ancients named their children to designate 
what they hoped the child would become. That the 
child usually grew up to fit the name is indicative of 
how powerful is the influence of the right name. 

Just using the appelation "THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST" as a casual designation is sectarian to t he 
core. But using it to set before a people the goal and 
ambition of every disciple to belong to Jesus alone, 
and to reproduce Jesus in his life, is praiseworthy. Our 
tendency to sectarianize the name into a t itle should 
be resisted in every way. The proper use of scriptural 
terms is in keeping with the Restoration principle. If 
our thinking is sectarian our practice will be too. If 
we can keep our thinking clear about the divine nature 
of the church it will help to keep our practice undenom
inational. Frankly, we are sickened by the uninhibited 
use of the expression THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
in a way that is clearly denominational. 

In the midst of Jewish culture and Roman politics 
there grew up in the first century a group of people 
who were neither Jewish nor Roman in philosophy. 
They were followers of Jesus of Nazareth. They be
came distinguished from both Jews and Romans by 
the designation "Christians." This tag was first at
tached at Antioch. There was no Biblical objection to 
it, and they wore the name with honor, and some
times paid for the privilege of doing it with their lives. 

They thought of themselves as "disciples", and they 
called each other disciples, because they were followers 
and students of Jesus. Sometimes they called them
selves "believers" because their whole reason for being 
was predicated upon their f aith in Jesus. They called 
each other "brother" because they believed they had 
a common Father. There was nothing denominational 
about these names, and the names did designate cer
tain characteristics of the group. These same designa
tions would fit any undenominational church to the 
end of time. 

The Holy Spirit called the church "the sanctified" 
because they were set apart from the world and sep
arated from every other institution on earth-includ
ing all human institutions. The saints belonged to no 
institution other than the one which Jesus built and 
called it "mine." 

At the very point where one isolates himself and 
segregates himself from all, or even some of the re
deemed, he becomes a sectarian. He is responsible for 

2 [370] 

the fence he has built, and the distinctive label he 
has assumed. He has narrowed the "fellowship" to 
something smaller than the church universal, and 
regardless of whom he may blame for dividing the 
body of Christ, he is to blame. Even though he may 
call his faction "the loyal church", that 'title is j ust 
as narrow and sectarian as any other denominational 
label. The sectarian spirit is at no point more glaringly 
evident than in such designations. 

When refering to the church universal, or to any 
local congregation of Christians, we should "speak 
where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible 
is silent" in the way we think of it and speak of it. 
Judgementalism in trying to label ourselves at the 
expense of others is a sectarian sin in itself. It is im
portant that we neither say too much or too little in 
naming the church. The name of the church, like the 
name of an Old Testament child, sets before it a goal, 
aim and purpose in history that is difficult indeed to 
live up to. 

One of the bad signs of our times is that we are 
developing a don't care attitude toward the use of 
sectarianizing terms and titles. Names are still im
portant. If ·sectarian names were just as good as Bible 
names for God's people, then having any names men
tioned in the Bible is a waste of the Spirit's time. To 
sectarianize the church by exclusively using one of 
the names by which Christ 's church is called is just 
as bad. We ought to be as obedient as possible to the 
word of God by calling Bible things by Bible names. 
It may be alright to call men's things by men's names, 
but the Lord's things should be designated by his 
name because they are his. 

In our complex society things have to be identified. 
In the New Testament the church was sometimes 
identified by its geographic location. It was simply the 
church at Corinth, or the church at Antioch. It would 
be great if we restored this new testament practice 
today. We practice putting the sign on a building 
when it ought to be on a people. It makes little dif
ference what we call the house, or hall, or cave in 
which the church meets. The building is not the 
church. People are the church. It isn't important that 
we call the building by any name, but it is important 
that we call the church by the names used to designate 
the church in the New Testament. 
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MARRIAGE 
Proof or Disproof of God's Wisdom 

JOHN N. CLAYTON 

On several occasions r ecently we have had atheists and 
skeptics point to God's mora l system and his institution of 
marriage as a Coolish ignorant unrealistic system. The argument 
goes t hat no man and woman can live together for 60 years 
nne continually experience physical and emotiona l satisfaction 
as would be available with a new partner every so often. The 
sexual problems at high government levels, t he ever-increasing 
divorce rate among all parts of the population, and the changes 
in attitude of the courts and welfare institutions are all poin ted 
to as examples of the view t hat the system God gave is not 
workable. We need to teach and demonstrate to our youth 
that God's plan for male and female Jiving together married 
for life works. 

There is no question that the Biblical system from Genesis 
onward is a "one man/one wife/for life" concept. At the end 
of Genesis 2, we are told "Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and mother and cleave unto his wife and the two shall 
become one flesh." J esus eliminated any doubt in Mat.thew 
19:8 when he pointed out that God's original plan was one 
man for one wife. 

"Moses because of the hardness of your heart suffered you 
to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not 
so." Obviously t.he system does specify how God intends for 
man to operate-with one man having one wife as long as 
both live. Now t he ques tion r emains, "Will i t work?" 

When I was a child I used to spend some t ime in Fort 
Myers Beach, Florida, with my family. The edge of t.he 
ocean was a wondrous place with shells and birds a nd f ish 
of all variety and description. It took several years of beach
combing, swimming and fishing for me to come to the feeling 
in any way that it was commonplace or ordinary. Then one 
day I was given a snorkeling outfit a nd I came to apprec iate 
the world beneat.h t.he surface of the ocean-the beauty and 
complexity of that world is so fantas t ic it makes the surface 
world pale to insignificance. Over t he years, each time I 
have gone into that world since then, I have had t hat wonder 
r ekindled. There is too much beneath the surface of the 
ocean to ever compr ehend it or to tire of it. 

My experience with marriage has been identical to the above, 
and every discussion of marr iage in t he Bible por trays marriage 
in the same sense as the above. No ma n and woma n living 
together for a period of a few months, or e,·en a few years, 
can possib\ y understand what lies " beneath the surface" of 
mm·riage. The concept left by t he skeptics that boredom is 
the ine\'ilable result of two people living together for life 
is an ignorant concept. 

Virtually all exper ts in human sexual ity have emphasized 
the need of secul'ily, fidelity and communication to satisfactory 
human relationships. The need of a man and wife to " work 
together" f or t.'he maximum satisfact ion of both is emphasized 
by all counselors a nd doctors no matter what their religious 
convictions. The Bible shares th is advice. "The husband should 
g ive to the wife her conjugal righ ts, a nd likewise the wife 
to the husband. The wife hath not power of her own body, 

but the husband: and likewise also t he husband hath not 
power of his own body, but t he wife." (R.S.V. 1 Cor. 7:3-4). "Do 
not refuse one another except perhaps by agreement for a 
season t hat you may devote yourself to prayer but then come 
together again, lest Satan tempt you for lack of self control." 
(R.S.V. 1 Cor. 7:5). 
If we can agree that security, fidelit y and communication 

are essential to a joyous marriage, I believe we can prove 
God's system to be the only possible way for a man and 
woman to live, but r ealize we haven't done this yet. Those 
who say God's system is impractical would st ill say that a 
lifetime is too long for one man and one woman to stay united. 
They would agree that security, fidelity and communication 
are essentia l fo r any one r elationship, but t hat many independ
ent relationships will provide more enjoyment. I believe this 
to be a naive a nd ignorant position for t he following reasons: 

1) No human will totally involve himself or her self in a 
relationship which may be terminated at any time. If I were 
involved with a woman I knew might leave me and hurt me 
before I was r eady to end the relationship I would be sure 
to avoid getting in so deep I could get hurt . Only if I am 
sure a r elationship is for life will I g ive 100% of myself. 

2) One of the reasons given for emphasizing fidelity is the 
freedom of performance comparisons. This is automatically de
feated in a many-partner life. 

3) There is no security in a relationship which is solely 
sexually based. Any argument can dissolve a relationship 
between two humans if their only common ground is the bed. 
Marriage unites not only the sexual oneness of a man and 
wife, but a lso their name, finances a nd liability, social idenit.iy, 
and a myriad of other factor,s. Obviously much more secunty 
exists in this latter s ituat ion. 

4) All forms of communicat ion are dependent upon time, 
No relationship which is based upon a shor t time of funct ion 
can be very fruitf ul. A person 's likes, dislikes, strengths, weak
nesses, phys ical sens itivity, emotional feelings a nd a myriad 
of other f actors a ll go into achieving a r eally fulfilling r ela
tionship; and knowing how a person feel s about these things 
cannot be determined quickly. 

5) No human relationship is free of its influence upon 
others and outside pressures can alter relationships in a very 
negati~e way. Changing partners in a sexual relationship can 
bring pressure from previous partners, children, parents, and 
society in general. . . 

Becoming one flesh in marriage, free of pressure, msecunty, 
compar ison, and with the ability to meet one another's. needs, 
does not guarantee happiness. I t does, however , proVJde the 
opportunity and if united in Chris t a high probability of 
success. The lesson of history and com mon sense tell us that 
any altemative will not provide lasting satisf~ction an~ ten~s 
to undermine anything approaching the utop!Un r elat wnsh1p 
descr ibed in God's Word. 

17411 Battles Road South Bend, I N 46014 
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The Zealots on Masada 
B. J . HUMBLE 

The dramatic story of the Zealots' last 
stand on Masada, told recently in a tele
vision series, was based on historical fact; 
but admittedly, the historical details are 
meager. As the televis ion captions stated, 
our only source of information about what 
really happened at l\fasada comes from a 
few pages in the Jewish historian 
J osephus. Thus, it was necessary for the 
television script writers to add fictional 
persons and events "for dramatic effect." 

Many television viewers probably had 
questions. How much of this actually hap
pened? A11d, how much was fiction? 

This article will attempt to answer those 
questions. Let's begin with the historical 
facts, as preserved in J osephus. 

The Romans Lay Seige 
The seige of Masada in 73 A.D. was the 

f inal campaign in t he J ewish-Roman War. 
The war began in 66 A.D. when the J ews' 

Synagogue atop Masada. H erod tho Great, and 
lator tho Zoalots, worshippod horo. Tho TV drama 
"Masada" had severa l sc:onos in tho synagogue. 
Photo by author. 

hatred and contempt for Roman rule led 
them to revolt. The Romans sent 60,000 
t roops, Jed by Vespasian and later Titus, 
to crush the revolt. Their four-year cam
paign ended \vith the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the death or enslavement 
of its people. 

After Jerusalem fell, one litt le band of 
J ewish Zealots continued to defy the Ro
mans. There were 960 of them, counting 
men, women and children. Led by Eleazar 
ben Yair, t hey seized control of the moun
taintop fortress which Herod the Great 
had built on Masada a century earlier. 
With the storehouses on Masada filled 
'vith food and weapons, the Zealots held 
out against the power of the Roman Em
pire for the next three years. 

Eventually, the Roman au thorities be
gan to fear that the Zealots' resistance 
might spark the f lames of a new rebellion, 
and they ordered General F lavius Silva to 
destroy the Zealots. General Silva mo
bi lized five t housand troops of the vaunted 
Tenth Legion, and in the spring of 73 
A.D. they marched to Masada. Silva's 
orders were to destroy the defenders and 
make them an example of the futility of 
the resistance to Rome. 

The Tenth Legion fit·st built a seige 
wall with eight camps all the way around 
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Masada. This would prevent the escape of 
any of the Zealots from the summit. The 
outl ines of those Roman camps may still 
be seen today. 

The Zealots seemed safe enough in their 
mountain-top fortress. The storage cham
bers were f illed with provisions to sustain 
them through an extended Roman seige. 
F urthermore, even the Tenth Legion could 
not scale the 1300-foot walls of Masada 
and reach the casemate wall ar ound the 
top. Herod the Great had planned his 
fortress well. But General Silva was not 
content to seal the defenders inside their 
for t ress. His orders were to capture Ma
sada, and this was a formidable challenge. 

The Ramp 
The strategy which General Silva de

vised for his attack wns to build a great 
ramp on the western s ide of Masada which 
would reach from ground level to the 
summit. There was one point, called the 
White Promontory, where the top of a 
hill was only 450 feet lower than the sum
mit of Masada, and General Silva began 
work on a ramp from this promontory to 
t he summit. 

The television drama had the work on 
the ramp being done by J ewish slaves, but 
Josephus does not say that slave labor was 
used. He says that General Silva "ordered 
the army to bring earth and when they 
fe ll to that work with alacrity, and abun
dance of them together, the bank was 

'raised, and became solid for 200 cubits in 
height.'' Josephus does say that Jewish 
slaves were used to bring food and water 
for the Roman garrison "and this with a 
great deal of pain to those Jews who were 
appoin ted for that purpose.'' Thus, it 
seems a reasonable assumption that the 
Romans would have employed slave labor 
for building the ramp. Why do the work 
themselves when slaves were available? 

But whether the cons truction work was 
done by Romans or slaves, or both, it was 
an ambitious building project in the burn
ing heat of the Judean desert. Yigael 
Yadin, the Israeli archaeologist who ex
cavated Masada , has described the ramp 
as "one of the most remarkable seige 
structures of the Roman army which ex
ists in the world today." The ramp is still 
there, and when visitors see its size, 650 
feet in length, they marvel at the human 
:;uffering that its building must have in
flicted. 

As work progressed on the ramp, the 
Romans were building weapons for the 
final assault. J osephus says that they built 
a tower, 90 feet in height, which was 
plated with iron to protect the soldiers 
ins ide the tower from t he catapults and 
arrows of the Zealots. They also built a 
battering ram which could be moved up 
the ramp to break down a section of the 
double wall. 

The Final Assault 
When the preparations were completed, 

the Romans began moving their weapons 
of war up t he ramp and the Zealots real
ized the danger tlley faced. Hastily, they 

built an inner wall at the point where the 
Roman attack would come. The wall was 
built of great wooden timbers with the 
space between the timbers and the case
mate wall filled with earth. The Roman 
battering ram quickly made a breach in 
the casemate wall. But as Eleazar ben 
Yair had hoped, the new inner wall was 
"soft and yielding" and absorbed the ter
rible blows of the battering ram. 
Josephus r eports that as the pile of earth 
absorbed the blows, the wall seemed to 
become filmer and stronger than befor e. 

General Silva then decided to destroy 
the inner wall by setting fire to it, so he 
ordered his soldiers to throw a "great num
ber of burning torches upon it." The 
wooden beams were soon aflame, but at 
that moment a strong north \\rind sprang 
up and began blowing the flames back 
toward the Romans. Josephus says they 
were almost in despair of success and were 
fearful that their seige tower would catch 
fire and burn. Suddenly, the wind changed 
to the south "as if it were done by divine 
providence'' and carried the flame away 
from the Romans. The flames soon de
stroyed the inner wall and the Zealots 
were defenseless. (It will be noted that the 
television script writers followed Josephus' 
account very carefully in describing the 
shifting wind and the destruction of the 
inner wall.) 

With a gaping hole in the wall General 
Silva knew that victory was within his 
grasp, but he decided to wait until the 
next morning to order his soldiers up the 
ramp for their final assault. 

E leazar's App~al 

That night Eleazar ben Yair called "the 
mos t courageous of his companions" to
gether and made a speech pleading that 
it would be better to die than to fall into 
the hands of the Romans. E leazar's speech 

Tho ramp which General Flavius Silva bu ilt for 
his assault on Masada has been described by 
archaeologist Yigael Yadin as "one of the most 
remarkable seige struduros of tho Roman army 
which exists in the world today." Photo by 
author. 

is preserved in Josephus and here is part 
of what he said: 

"Since we, long ago, my generous 
friends, r esolved never to be the servants 
to the Romans, nor to any other than to 
God himself, who alone is the true and 
just Lord of mankind, the t ime is now 
come t hat obliges us to make that resolu
tion true in practice .. . We were the very 
first that revolted from them, and we are 
the last to fight against them; and I 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Where Are Gabriel's Bones?" 
or 

"Eden and Gabriel's Bones" 

A. J. HOOVER 

Some questions sound stupid on the very surface, don't 
they? Since angels don't have bones it would be ludicrous to 
ask about Gabriel's bones, wouldn't it? 

Yes, but some unbelievers ask questions that are just as 
strange and fatuous. For example, I had a friend who wor
shipped the physical scientific method and thought that he 
had a perfect proof for the nonexistence of the Garden of 
Eden as an actual place and the Fall of man as an actual 
historical event. 

His argument went something like this: "Modem science 
knows absolutely nothing about a Fall of man or a Garden 
of Eden. On the contrary, science, through the theory of 
evolution, tells us of a rise of man, an age-long, unremitting 
ascent of homo sapiens in the scale of being. Hence, it is quite 
plain that the Biblical scheme of things bas lost its very 
foundations. The idea of sin entering the world from an 
original parental pair is bereft of scientific and historical 
proof." 

But exactly what did my friend expect to find that would 
confirm the Biblical doctrine of the Fall? What possible ex
periment could you perform to test it? Do you think we can 
cut a man open and find his sins? Should we boil him until 
he gives forth the unmistakable green fumes of depravity? 
Does anyone seriously expect to dig up a fossil apple ·in the 
mouth of a fossil Eve? Does some paleontologist expect to find 
a complete skeleton of Adam with a slightly faded fig leaf 
clinging to his pelvic bone? 

How could physical science possibly prove that man is not 
depraved or that there was not a Fall? If the Fall of man 
was an historical event then it had a moral and spiritual 
quality that would have left no traces on rocks or bones. 
There could have been a dozen falls, one on top of the other, 
and the event would have been quite consistent with all the 
data we have from physical science. Humanity might have 
grown morally worse for millions of centuries and the thing 
would in no way have contradicted the principle of evolution
assuming for the moment that evolution might be true. 

My friend's objection put science in the strange position 
of asserting that not finding something which, by definition, 
you could never find, proved something. It would be like 
saying, "We have not dug up the bones of the Archangel 
Gabriel, because he presumably had none, but this still proves 
that Gabriel never existed!" This is an easy game to play 
... if you're naive enough to insist on playing it. 

The direct, empirical evidence for the Garden of Eden may 
be lost to us forever. We Christians still believe in it, how
ever, because of two pieces of evidence: (1) the Scripture 
and (2) the personal experience of sin. 

The Bible speaks of Eden as an actual place. It locates 

the Garden between four rivers, two of which can be easily 
located (Gen. 2:11-14). Christ referred to the events of Genesis 
1 and 2 as actual historical occurrences (Mt. 19:5; Gen. 1:27; 
2:24). Paul talked about Adam as if he were a genuine person 
(Rom. 5 :18-21). Because we trust Christ and Paul and the 
Bible we take the Garden of Eden seriously. 

But we have the additional evidence of personal experience 
of sin. It has been well said that original sin is the easiest 
part of the creed to prove to unbelievers. All men have sinned 
and nearly all men admit itt 

Men judge mankind to be wicked because they feel them
selves to be wicked. They judge the race evil because they 
can see constant evil in history. They agree with Edward 
Gibbon that, "History is little more than the register of the 
crimes, follies, and misfortunes of mankind." They agree with 
Washington Irving that, "History is a kind of Newgate calen
dar, a register of the crimes and miseries that man has in
flicted on his fellowman." 

We can use as an instructive parallel the Big Bang Theory, 
the favorite cosmology among contemporary astronomers. 
Scientists believe in the Big Bang, not because they saw it 
directly, but because it explains all the low-level radiation they 
keep picking up from all directions and it explains why the 
galaxies keep moving away from each other. 

In like manner, Christians believe in the Fall because it 
explains the prevalence of sin in mankind. There was a 
moral "big bang" back there somewhere! And it doesn't help 
a bit to try to explain all this by some simplistic evolutionary 
paradigm. If I feel sinful and wicked, I do not suddenly feel 
good just because someone tells me that my ancestors once had 
tails. If I find the entire race to be sinful it doesn't help a 
bit to discover that I am kin to the primates. Evolution just 
won't cover our multitude of sins. 

G. K. Chesterton had the perfect words on this point: 
"Nothing can be . . . more comic than to set so shadowy a 
thing as the conjectures made by vague anthropologists about 
primitive man against so solid a thing as the human sense 
of sin." Eden may be lost to us but sin bumps into us every day. 

Unbelievers sometimes feel that we Christians hold to our 
convictions for arbitrary reasons, almost as if we pulled doc
trines out of a hat by random chance. This is not true. We 
hold to our convictions in a way very similar to scientists. 
We believe doctrines because they have explanatory power; they 
make sense out of our experience and out of human history; 
they correlate relevant data; they throw the facts into a 
rational configuration th~t pleases the mind. 

The Judea-Christian belief in the Fall of man is, therefore, 
a very defensible doctrine. Those modem theories that either 
deny sin althogether or explain it away biologically leave me 
cold. I consider it the duty of a good theory to leave me warm. 
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Sacrificial Symbolism in the Revelation 
DONALD R. TAYLOR 

Even to the casual reader, the J ewish sacrificial ritua l 
appears to be very important in the Book of Revelation. In 
fact, the meaning of cer tain key passages depends upon a 
recognition of this symbolic element. 

The temple itself is mentioned fifteen times in the Revelation 
in various contexts, and specific p!.\l1:S of the temple a re 
named. Direct allusion is made to the Most Holy Place where 
the ark of the covenant was found (11:19). The temple 
court is mentioned in 11:2. Items of temple furniture are 
mentioned: the altar of burnt offerings (6 :9; 11 :1); the 
golden altar of incense (8:3, 5; 9:13; 14:18; 16:7); the candle
sticks (1 :12). The golden vessels used by the priests as 
they offered incense a re mentioned (8:3-5; 15 :7-8). Finally, 
allusions are made to the ministry of the priest on behalf 
of the people. 

The first major vision of the Revelation shows the glorified 
Lord clothed in garments suggestive of the holy robes of 
the High Priest (1:14). He is standing among seven golden 
candlesticks, suggesting the Holy Place of the temple (Rev. 
1:12-13) . He has a lready entered into the Holy of Holies with 
his own blood (Rev. 1:5) as an offering before the mercy 
seat. 

Christ is pictured in the Revelation both as High Priest 
and redemptive offering. In chapter five he stands before God 's 
throne as t he slain Lamb (Rev. 5:6-9), worthy of the worship 
of men and a ngels. The image of Christ as a sacrificial lamb 
is especially used by J ohll', and only John calls him "the 
Lamb of God" (Jn. 1:19, 36). The word " lamb" occw·s 29 
times in the Revelation referring to Christ. 

As Christ stands in the Holy Place at the very beginning 
of the Revelation, he appears ready to present another offer
ing to his Father, having already offered himself. As he 
himself was a Lamb wi thout blemish, so the present offering 
will be holy. This, too, will be an offering of blood, poured out 
at the base of the altar (Deut. 12:27). 

At the opening of the fifth seal (Rev. 6:9-11), J ohn saw 
"under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God." This position of the ma r tyred saints "under the 
altar" suggests t he sacrificial nature of their death. The 
picture of Christians as a "sacrifice" is not unique to t he 
Revelation. Paul speaks of the faith of the Phillipians as 
being an offering (Phil. 2:17), and of himself being poured 
out as a drink offering on their "sacrifice." 

When the souls of the martyrs cry out for vengeance, a 
voice tells them to rest for a little while unti l the persecution 
is over. White robes are given to them, signifying their 
r ighteousness and God's approval of them. During the in
terlude of chapter seven, the great multitude of God's people 
are associated with those saints under the altar, as white 
robes are g iven also to t hem (Rev. 7:13-14). These are also 
said to have passed through t he " great tribulation" and to 
have "washed their robes" in t he blood of the Lamb. 
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In response to the cry of the martyrs under t he altar, an 
angel "came and stood at the a ltar, having a golden censer" 
(Rev. 8 :3). Wher eas the blood of the sacrificed saints was 
"poured out" at the base of the altar of burnt offerings in 
front of the temple, the altar of Revelation 8 :3 is the golden 
altar of incense which stood in the Holy Place before the 
veil (Ex. 40:26-27). The golden censer (Rev. 8:3) is the 
sacred bowl in which the incense was car ried by the minister
ing priest. The smoke of the incense represents the prayers of 
the martyred saints under the altar and demonstrates the 
fact that Heaven has not forgotten them. As the golden censer 
is emptied of its intercessory contents, mingling with the 
prayers of the saints, it is immediately refilled with coals 
from the same altar and emptied upon the earth. The "earth" 
represents the persecuting powers (Rev. 13:11, ff.), and God 
thus indicates that the prayers of his sain ts will be answered. 
" It is a righteous thing with God to r ecompense tribulation 
to them that t rouble you" (2 Thess. 1 :6). The casting of the 
fire from the altar (Rev. 8:5) summarizes the seven trumpets 
which follow, which constitu te t he vengeance of God on the 
persecuting power s. 

J ohn later saw a vision of the "tabernacle of the testimony 
in heaven" (Rev. 15:5-8) . This vision is reminiscent of t he first 
vis ion of the book, where Christ is seen standing among 
the candlesticks. Here, however, seven angels are seen clothed 
with white robes and golden girdles. They hold seven golden 
bowls filled with the wrath of God. These bowls are the same 
as in Revelation 8:5 and r epresent the divine response to 
the prayers of the martyrs under t he altar. The pouring out of 
the seven bowls of wrath completes the destruction of t he 
harlot, Babylon the Great (Rev. 16:19; cf. chapters 17 and 18), 
the city in which "was found the blood of pr ophets, and of 
saints, and of all that were slain upon t he earth" (Rev. 18:24) . 

Following the destruction of the harlot, the beast and the 
false prophet are defeated by the Lamb's army and "cast 
alive into a Jake burning with brimstone" (Rev. 19:20). The 
Devil (the dragon of 13 :3,9) is then seized and shut up in 
the abyss for a thousand years (Rev. 20-2-3). At this point, 
the mat·tyrs, formerly seen in a defeated posture (as the 
world would have viewed it) under the altar, are pictured as 
elevated to a reigning position wit h Christ (Rev. 20 :4) . 

It is important in interpreting the Revelation to remember 
that we are dealing with symbol s. The a ltar scene of Re~ela
tion 6:9-11 is symbolic. The blood of the martyrs is not 
literally poured out at the base of the altar. The thr one scene 
of Revelation 20 :4, which depends upon t he altar scene, is 
therefore also symbolic. The souls of the martyrs do not 
actually sit upon thrones. The symbols s imply show how God's 
people finally triumph over the forces of evil through the 
power of the La mb of God. 
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In the beginning when God had created 
the earth and all that was in the earth, 
he looked down on lonely Adam and said 
"It is not good, that man should be alone: 
I will make him a helpmeet for him." Gen. 
2:18. 

So God caused a deep sleep to fall on 
Adam, and from Adam's body G'od took 
a rib and made woman. Eve of all the 
creatures on the earth met the needs of 
Adam's body, of his heart, and of his 
mind. She was a helpmeet fit for him in 
every way. 

But one dark day came, the darkest of 
all. Eve listened to the serpent in the 
garden. She believed Satan's lie. She ate 
of the forbidden fruit and gave it to her 
husband. Together they inherited not what 
Satan promised, but the curse of death. 

When God walked through the garden 
in the cool of that day, he found his two 
creatures hiding in the nakedness of their 
sin. In a voice that struck dread in the 
heart of this first woman, God said, "Thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee." 

The command God uttered that day to 
woman still stands today-"Thy desire 
shall be to thy husband and he shall rule 
over thee." There are some reasons for 
this command and I believe when we un
derstand WHY God requires a wife to 
OBEY her husband, it makes the com
mand easier to bear. 

First, God's perfect creation required 
order. God has set up a chain of command 
and it requires the husband to be in 
authority over the woman. "Let the 
woman learn in silence with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor 
to usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in silence. For Adam was first formed 
and then Eve." The rest of the chain of 
authority is in 1 Corinthians 11 :3, "But 
I would have you know that the head of 
every man is Christ and the head of the 
woman is the man and the head of Christ 
is God." Christ is in subjection to God the 
father. "Though he was a son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suf
fered." Heb. 5 :8. "I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the father who hath 
sent me.'' Jno. 5 :30. The point is there is 
no shame or dishonor for a woman to be 
under authority, if the Lord Jesus himself 
submitted to the authority of the father. 
Position in the chain of authority has 
nothing to do with the individual's worth 
to God. A woman is subject to her husband, 
but she can still go straight to G'od to 
ask anything she needs or desires and get 
it as quickly as anyone. Gal. 3:28. 

Also, a man should not be puffed up 
because he stands above the woman in the 
chain of command. According to 1 Corin
thians 11:7-12 the man is of the woman 
and the woman is of the man. There is no 
place for boasting by the man or the 
woman, each has a blessed, unique re
sponsibility in the marriage relationship 
that the other cannot :f)ill and cannot hap
pily exist without. 

God made the man the achiever, the 
doer, the provider for the home. He is the 
high priest and spiritual leader of the 
family. He has the responsibility for the 
children to guide them, nurture them and 
direct them. 

Biblical 
Submission 

EDDIE LEWIS 

God made the woman to be the keeper 
of the home. She is to make it a haven 
to nourish the children. A woman's body 
is fashioned for being a wife and mother. 
Why do ·some feel that is degrading? Her 
body is shaped to bear children. Never a 
month goes by that she is not reminded 
of this basic creative function. Her body 
is shaped to be the lover of her husband 
which is just as important, if not more, 
than the creative function. 

A woman ·is different from a man. She 
is different in her body, in her interest, 
in her thinking, in her abilities-not in
ferior-but different. I really believe that 
she finds no greater fulfillment in life 
than when she is secure in the knowledge 
of her womanhood and its rightness, and 
builds a home for her husband and children. 

Second, the woman's nature requires her 
obedience. 1 Timothy 2:14, 15, "Adam was 
not beguiled, but the woman being be
guiled hath fallen into transgression, but 
she shall be saved through her childbear
ing, if they continue in faith and love and 
sanctification with sobriety.'' She was the 
one who desired the fruit and got her 
husband to eat of it. She was the one that 
was deceived by Satan. Adam was not. 
This really pictures something for us. 

Normally, the women is pictured as the 
spiritually minded person in the family. 
But the scripture says the opposite is true. 
Women are more often led into spiritual 
error than men. Why? I don't really know, 
except maybe it is her emotional or intua
tive thinking. This is the reason God com
mands her not to usurp authority over the 
man, so she ~an be protected, so to speak, 
from false teachers and doctrines. 

There are all kinds of examples of this 
point in the word, but one of the best is 
Rebekah's conspiracy against her husband 
in Genesis 27. She wanted her favorite 
son: to receive the patriarchel blessing. 
She went to great lengths to fool Isaac 
and the problems she caused lasted for 
many years. She divided her family, 
divided her sons, caused the death of her 
husband, etc. All of this deception was 
unnecessary because God told her in prom
ise before the twins were born that the 
"elder shall serve the younger." 

The first reason mentioned was the 
order God requires. There is no shame or 
dishonor for a woman to be under author
ity. Position in the chain has nothing to 
do with the individual's worth to God. 

The second reason given was woman's 
nature requires her obedience. She needs 
the spiritual guidance her husband should 
provide. 

The third reason is the Bible demands 
obedience. Her obedience is the picture of 
Christ and the church. The submission a 
wife shows her husband is a picture of 
how the church is to be submissive to 
Christ. 

Many wives have read the New Testa
ment passages that teach submission to 
their husbands and reject them. Why? 
Here are some of the reasons given me: 

1. "It doesn't fit in with my idea of 
what marriage should be." 

2. "I don't want to think that I'm not 
equal with my husband." 

3. "It was only meant for the illiterate 
women of the Old and New testa
ment times." 

4. "Women are intelligent ··beings and 
should be able to stand on their own· 
two feet." 

5. "It means being a doormat, I don't 
want any part of it." 

6. "I'm not about to let any man, 
even my husband, tell me how to run 
my life." 

7. "I want to be submissive, but I 
don't know how or understand what 
it means." 

8. "I've tried it off and on, but haven't 
found it to be very joyful, so I've 
gone back to my old ways." 

9. "The only person I have to be sub
massive to is God." 

10. "We would never make it if I didn't 
run this household." 

G'od did not create woman to be the 
dominant partner in the marriage. No
where in scripture do we find this indi
cated. Paul said to the Christian wife 
submit to your husband, "you are doing 
what is right and fitting and your proper. 
duty in the Lord." Col. 3:18 (Amplified). 
God tells the husband to LOVE his Wife, 
but He always says first :in all these 
verses, "wives be submissive." Submission 
in the one thing that makes the wife more 
loveable and able to accept the husband's 
love. 

· Again, some women excuse a non-sub
missive attitude by saying, "But I don't 
always agree with my husband, or We 
wouldn't be where we are today if I didn't 
stand my ground once in a while, or What 
if he asks me to do something I don't want 
to do?" 

If a husbancJ asks his wife to do ~orne
thing that she feels is not right, first she 
could tell him how she feels, of cou:rse in 
a way that doesn't challenge his author
ity. Many times it is the tone of voice, ·or 
the words used, or the way she says it .. 
She is telling him what· to do. Second, 
after he knows her feeling& and he }Jer.;, 
sists in his decision, the wife is to obey. 
If her heart is right in the matter God 
will know that and hold the husband 
responsibl~.for what happens. 

A Bible example of this is Sarai in 
Genesis 12:11-13. Abram asked Sarai to 
lie about their relationship to Pharaoh. · 
Her heart was right ~n the matter and 
God held Abram responsible for what · 
went wrong and spared her from any 
wrong dealings .. If you choose when to .. · 
obey your husband, you are not obeying 
him at all. You are simply doing your 
own will and sometimes it just happens to 
coincide with his wishes. 

Very often after a wife has practiced 
submission consistently for ·a period of· 
time, her husband begins to realize his . 
responsibility before God ~nd does not 
ask her to do things that seem unreason-

(Continued on page 12) 
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Are We Hearing the Alarm? T. 8. CREW S 

"Wherefore he saith, awake thou that 
sleepest and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give you ligh t," Ephesians 
5:14. 

Every day men are l:l.te to wo1:k because 
they t urn the alarm off, while half as leep, 
and promptly go back to sleep. Many of 
them don't even remember hearing the 
alarm. The bosses who have heard this 
excuse multiply every year , and t he c.x
cuse does nothing to add to the efficiency 
of those who offer it. 

Somewhere along t he line we who are 
supposed to be labourers togethet· with 
God, must have been guilty of doing some
thing similar. When God's alarm of truth 
sounded in our ears, \Ye simply turned it 
off and went back to sleep. Some were 
telling us that we were asleep, and 
sounded the alarm to awaken us, but it 
was eas ier to turn it off, to ig nore it, 
tha n it was to arise and be a bout t he 
business which was at hand. 

Out of the past comes a warning, "They 
have made no distinction between the holy 
and the common" Ezekiel 22:26. J erusalem 
fell to the forces of Nebuchadnessar in 
526 B.C. f or this reason. Our elders should 
take warning from Paul's words to the 
elder s at Ephesus, lest a s imila r t hing 
ha ppens to us; or has it already happened 
and we are just now realizing it? Again 
Ezekiel wrote, "Teach my people t he d if
ference between the holy and the common" 
E zek iel 44:23. As we slowly come awake, 
we ca n clearly see that we have been 
g ui lty of r eplacing the holy with the 
common. H ear these inspired words, 
"Know ye not that ye are the temple o( 
God, and the Spil"it of God dwelleth in us? 
I£ any man defile the temple of God him 
will God deshoy, for t he temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye a r e" 1 Corin thians 
3:16-17. These words were written about 
the church, while in 1 Corinthians 6 :19-20, 
he writes s imilar words about our human 
bodies. In the last few years there has 
been a gradua l leaning toward t he com
mon over the holy a s we have defiled t he 
church of our Lord, by us ing it to appeal 
to the bodies of men, rather t han t hei r 
spi ritual needs. When churches have a 
staff of men hired full time to look after 
the needs of the church, a nd li ttle is being 
done to reach out to the lost t hrough the 
church, we have stepped down f rom the 
place assigned us, t hat of saving souls. 

Thousands of people in t he early histo1·y 
of the church gave t hemselves wholly to 
the Lord; not beca use the church appealed 
~o their bodily wants, but because within 
1t they demonst rated a failh and loYe 
that puts us to shame. Their love for their 
Lord, their concern for the lost their 
desire to go to heaven made them a' people 
willing to die for him who died for them. 
Even under severe persecution they grew, 
:1nd the gospel was can·ied to a ll the world 
in some thir ty year s. This kind of loyalty 
would put the church r ight back on tha t 
top rung of the ladder of s uccess again. 

A man would have lo be so bl ind he 
couldn't see through a barrel with both 
ends knocked out, not to see that we have 
replced the holy with the common, as we 
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have aimed our attention at physical satis
factions rather than spiri tual uplifting. 
When we give people jobs to keep them, 
and the on ly way we can keep them is 
to giYe them a job, something is wrong. 
When people ,·,-ho have been members of 
the church for year s, demonstrate that 
they arc still babies because things aren't 
clone to suit them, are they being holy or 
common? When people move from church 
to church because of church programs that 
appeal to t hem, rather than for the pur
pose of upholding ou r Lord's holy purpose 
for our existence, what has r eally hap
pened to us? 

A group of men, with more zeal than 
knowledge, motivated by glowing words 
they misconstrued from one of ou1· big 
"Soul Saving W01·ks hops" come back home 
and make unreasonable demands upon 
their local elders. They then threaten to 
move their members hip, or withdraw their 
contribu tions if the elders don't go a long. 
No amount of resoning \Yill change their 
minds, so they go elsewhere, bttt not to tL 

place tultere they could do any more jo1· 
lite Lord titan where they were. These 
who have done this have made the com
mon greater than the holy. 

Anothet· handful of members are deter
mined to b uild a fellowship r oom or build
ing . T hey too, attend one of these work
shops , and hear some one say, "If we 
could get the e lders out of the way we 
could get th ings done." The man who said 
this never in his life, tried to get rid of 
elders where he labored. But this small 
group comes back home, tries to get rid of 
the elders, and bring about a diYision in 
the church. I am not opposed to fellowship 
rooms or buildings, but there are times 
when t he holy purpose of the church 
could be better served if such demands 
were not made. 

A mother wilh two teenagers attending 
a church with an evangelistic attitude, 
decides to move her membership. When 
asked why, her reply was, '"rhey do so 
much more for lhe young people." What 
did they do? They buil t a gym, they had 
a ball team, they took them on outings 

In Loco Parentis 

Restlessly turning the pages of the 
magazine, Ann realized she would be nexl. 
What a wonderful community se1·vice the 
computer had become ! Every piece of in
formation about every family in the coun
ty had been programmed into the com
puter last year. 

"No wonder he helps us make such 
meaningful decisions for our lives," 
thought Ann, "he knows our finances, our 
habits and even our beliefs!" She smiled 
to herself, r ea lizing she had called the 
computer "he." " Well," she thought de
fensively, "Alpha-Omega is l ike a f r iend! 
You speak to him and he answers !" 

Why just las t summe1· AI pha-Omega 
had helped Ann and J eff decide to build a 
gameroom-entertainment center instead of 
using their vacation time and money to 
go to Bermuda. They enjoy that room 

etc. She never even men tioned what they 
did f or them spiritual. So some churches 
grow big in n umbers, with bab ies who 
would quit if t hei r physical wan ts were 
not satisfied. Is t his the holy, or is th is 
the common? These are but a very few of 
the many incidents I have had experience 
with in the past few years. The church 
went nowhere while these things were 
being done. 

I can't help but feel that we are making 
mockery of Ch t·istianity, when we si ng 
these emotional songs about love, at spe
cial gatherings, then demonstrate by our 
actions our real love is for self. Love for 
the Lord, for lost souls and love for our 
calling, requires more than songs. 

Then the alarm sounded. Some have 
heard it, but others have turned it off 
and gone back to sleep. What do they 
care if we have left our first love? The 
many gimmicks we t ri ed haven't worked. 
We are beginning to learn tha t t hey are 
but means lo an end, but not holy means. 
Some almost made Gods out of some of 
our gimmicks. We ei ther did them or they 
quit. What happened to the good old fash
ion way, of love and faith? It worked 
once and it wi ll work again. 
. Before some one thinks I am opposed 

to everything being tried, let me hasten 
to point ou t some things. I have coordi
nated two major area-wide campaigns , 
and helped to set up another. I have 
taught in workshops. I have talked up the 
bus miinstry and have worshipped wher e 
we had fellowship rooms. NO, I have not 
fought these things, 1uhcn kept in their 
proper place. I ha,·e opposed them when 
they were made a greater attraction than 
the gospel. 

He who loves his L ord doesn' t have to 
have an assignment to some duty in order 
to serve. H is Lord gave h im a big a ssign
ment the day he was baptized. He who 
loves souls doesn't have to have a mill ion 
dollars worth of extra buildings before 
he invites people to classes, and to wor
ship. H e who cares about his soul will 
not make common things a criterion. Until 
we serve for the sheer j oy of serving we 
will ignor e the alarm. 
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every evening and all they would have 
from Bermuda would be a few slides. 
Now, Ann wanted to ask Alpha-Omega 
about beginning a family. Lately, s he and 
J eff had been f\iscussing the possibi lity of 
having a baby. Yet, there were so many 
things to consider. J eff and Ann enjoyed 
thei r free life style of fou r years. Above 
all, Ann's career was very impor tant to 
he t·. Howeve1·, just last week she had 
checked into th1·ee local day care centers. 
In L oco Parentis had really impressed he1·. 
Now, all she needed to do was give this 
new information to Alpha-Omega. It 
would be able to weigh all the pros and 
cons of the situation and give her a 
pragmatic suggestion, based on what the 
computer already knew about them. 

Sitting down in the plastic cubicle, Ann 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAHD MULLENS 

Bro. Vince Anderson, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada speaks on the subject of absenteeism. 
a problem that plagues all congregations in 
various degrees. He offers some suggestions to 
help improve this condition in the churches. We 
are grateful to Bro. Anderson for sharing with 
us.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564. Salado. 
Texas 76571 

Absenteeism 
VINCE ANDERSON 

Absenteeism in the church relates to a 
successful program of the church and a 
simple formula: As absenteeism goes up, 
the program of the church goes down. 
Most churches experience a problem with 
their attendance figures due to the "Sun
day morning only" Christian. Elders, 
preachers and mature Christian leaders 
are continually plagued by this problem 
and try various methods to correct the 
situation. Despite sermons, classes and 
personal exhortation, the problem re
mains. Finally, out of frustration, the 
preacher preaches a "hide-scraping'' ser
mon that gives some of the offenders a 
guilt complex and attendance figures in
crease for two or three weeks and again 
drop off. 

In the U.S.A., The Bureau of Business 
Practice conducted a survey of 39 com
panies in 9 states employing over 262,000 
people. Listed below are the findings of 
this survey. 
1. There is no discernible connection be

tween an employee's attendance record 
and the way he feels about his com
pany. 

2. There is no discernible connection be
tween an employee's attendance record 
and his degree of satisfaction with his 
pay. 

3. There is no discernible connection be
tween an employee's attendance record 
and the amount of work he is required 
to do. 

4. There is a definite connection between 
an employee's attendance and his work
ing conditions. 

5. There is a definite connection between 
an employee's attendance record and 
the way he feels about his superior. 
Possibly the same conclusion can be 
drawn for absenteeism in the church. 

1. There is a definite connection between 
a church member's attendance record 
and the work and worship conditions 
of the church where he is a member 
and that the elders oversee. 

2. There is a definite connection between 
a church member's attendance record 
and the way he feels about the elders 
and the preacher. 
How can a church improve attendance? 

It would be in order to say here that even 
if the suggestions in this article are fol
lowed, 100% attendance is unlikely as 
there will always be some who will be 
erratic in attendance. 

First, the leadership of the congrega
tion must keep accurate record attendance 
by name. A pattern will soon be estab-

lished that will indicate who the regular 
and irregular members are. Absent mem
bers should be contacted the day after 
they have been absent from any service by 
someone in a responsible position. The 
message must be conveyed that being 
absent is a serious business while at the 
same time letting the person know they 
are loved. For this reason, the one who 
contacts absentees must be a person who 
is a good communicator as well as know
ing how to practice diplomacy. There are 
times when all of us are absent from ser
vices for legitimate reasons like illness 
or when one has to be away from home. 
But if a person is absent and he knows 
that somebody will know it and challenge 
him for a good reason, he will be mucli 
more likely to be regular in attendance. 

Second, the work and worship condi
tions of the church must be adequate. It 
is a proven fact that as involvement in 
any way or program increases, so does 
interest. For this reason the leadership 
of the church should develop different 
programs so that every member has an 
opportunity to develop their varied tal
ents. Another important factor is wheth
er or not the meeting place is comfort
able. The members will tend to attend 
more often if it is physically and spiri
tually pleasant for him to be present at 
church than it would be if it were not 
physically and spiritually pleasant for 
him to be present. Consequently, it is im
portant to have an adequate facility in 
terms of heat, light, space, ventilation, 
acoustics, comfortable seating, etc. 

Third, make sure the teachers and 
preacher are well prepared. This means 
those who teach classes and those who 
preach had better make sure they have 
studied diligently and have interesting 
spiritually beneficial classes and ser
mons. If the same class material and the 
same sermon outlines are used year after 
year, people will soon have it memorized 
and "tune you out." For this reason 
teachers and preachers must prepare well 
before teaching or preaching. It is a 
good idea to be an avid reader as fresh, 
interesting subjects, material and illus
trations will make your lessons come 
alive and increase audience participation. 

Fourth, convince all members that reg
ular attendance is. to their own advan
tage. Cultivate and encourage a loving 
atmosphere that will make it both emo
tionally and spiritually beneficial for 
people to attend services. 

May God bless all of us to be more 
concerned in these areas and to grow 
together being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
199 Lipton St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 
2G8 

----0----

What the World Needs Now ... 
MARK O'REAR 

The coming months will bring several 
milestones in my life: graduation, mar
riage, the beginning of a career. I am 
looking forward with anticipation to 
these things, but at times my mind begins 
to spin as I try to comprehend exactly 
what these steps will involve. New re-

sponsibilities, decisions to be made, the 
apprehension in realizing that at last I 
will be "out on my own." I am suddenly 
taking the step past home life and col
lege life into "young adulthood." I want 
to share with you some thoughts that 
have lingered in my mind as these 
changes approach, and ask you some 
questions I have been asking myself. 

A cry has been heard from across the 
country the past few weeks. While neith
er the cry nor its cause is new, its inten
sity has increased, and I think I have 
been more aware of it than ever before 
because of what is about to happen in 
my own life. This is the cry: "What is 
wrong with our nation? What can be 
done to stop the violence and madness 
around us? Is there no hope?" The mad
ness and the tragedy of sin is certainly 
not new, in America nor anywhere in the 
world, but perhaps I am gaining a new 
realization of it. What to do about a 
better world must be a prime concern for 
any Christian, but the question is espe
cially haunting for one who contemplates 
being a father soon. What can be done, 
indeed? 

Sex education in the schools and T.V. 
boycotts have been proposed to curb im
morality; gun control and harsher penal
ties to combat crime; amendments and 
laws to ban abortion. But man's pro
grams cannot solve the problem of man's 
fallen nature. Righteousness cannot be 
legislated. In the words of a song, "There 
will never be any peace, until God is 
seated at the conference table ... " Simi
larly, there can never be any righteous
ness-never any genuine changes in man 
or his world-unless God is the center of 
the plan. Plans and programs to make 
wrong things right are futile if based on 
man's wisdom. The real answer is not 
boycotts, gun control, harsher sentences, 
or making abortion illegal. Illegal does 
not mean impossible-people will some
how do what they are determined to do. 
The answer is to change men's hearts. 
The question is, how? 

Struggling with this question gives 
rise to others-the ones I have been 
asking myself. Let me pose them to you. 
Have you given any thought to changing 
your world for the better? Even if you 
wanted to change it, could you? You can
not teach something you do not know; 
you cannot take someone higher than you 
have been. Are you searching and strug
gling daily to conform your life to God's 
will? If Christianity is not search and 
struggle, it is nothing. Is the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ the motivation for all you 
do? Are you striving to walk as he did? 

The world desperately needs truth. 
Not man's programs; not religion based 
on dusty, lifeless traditions; not outward 
correctness that is legalistic, heartless, 
and blind; not hand-me-down beliefs 
casually accepted without study or 
thought; and most certainly not lives of 
comprorrii'se-in which pious words con
flict with daily actions. Truth will sim
ply not be found in these. Are you pre
paring yourself to carry God's truth to 
your world? Are you living and sharing 
his b'uth? Jesus, who personifies truth, 
proclaimed that freedom depends on it 

(Continued on page 14) 
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A NEW EVANGELISTIC 
SERVICE IS OFFERED 

Tom Holland is "Speaking for Your 
Savior," in a new venture recently un
dertaken by the Crieve Hall Church of 
Christ in Nashville. 

Brother Holland is the evangelist for 
Crieve Hall, in addition to teaching Bible 
and preacher training courses at David 
Lipscome College. "Speaking for Your 
Savior" is the ttile for a series of audio 
tapes recorded by Tom for distribution 
to radio stations across the country. De
signed to fit into a quarter-hour segment 
of radio programming, the tapes cover 
subjects of current interest to Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 

Information may be had by writing to: 
Crieve Hall Church of Christ 
Gospel Tapes Library 
4806 Trousdale Drive 
Nashville, Tn 37220 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
·Christian School Ministry 

·Grades 1-5 

'APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960-2316 

Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Onfel'l smaller than 1000 cop· 

in the Firm Foundation may . be had for $12.00 tes n6• accepted. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

2nd ANNUAL 

HOT SPRINGS SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 1, 2, 3, 1981 • HOT SPRINGS, AR 

10 [378] 

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 

Cline Paden 
Charles Hodge 
G. P. Holt 
Reuel Lemmons 
Jerry Jones 
Mid McKnight 
Doyle Maynard 
Jule Miller 

Judy Miller 
Nick Young 
Opalene KaU 
AI Jolly 
Pat Glenn 
Mike Peters 
David Burke 
Jerome Williams 

SOULer ENERGY for the '80s 
For more Information, contact: 

Richard Street Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street 
Hot Springs, AR 71901 501/624-4132 
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THE ZEALOTS ON 1\IASADA 

(Continued from page 4) 

cannot but esteem it as a favor that God 
has granted us, that it is still in our 
power to die bravely and in a state of 
freedom, which hath not been the case of 
others who were conquered unexpectedly. 
It is very plain that we shall be taken 
within a day's time; but it is still an eligi
ble t hing to die after a glorious manner, 
together with our dearest friends. This is 
what our enemies themselves cannot by 
any means hinder, although they be very 
desirious to take us alive." 

Next Eleazar recalled how the wind h ad 
changed direction and driven t he fire 
against their inner wall, and he argued 
that "this was the effect of God's anger 
against us for our manifold sins." 

He then pleaded, "Let our wives die 
before they are abused, and our children 
before they have tasted of slavery; an d 
after we have slain them, let us bestow 
that glorious benef.it upon one another 
mutually, and preserve ourselves i n free
dom as an excellent funeral monument for 
us." 

After Eleazar finished his speech, he 
looked at his men and saw in the eyes of 
some that they were not willing to do 
what he proposed. He then renewed his 
pleading. He reminded his men of the 
awful fate that had befallen so many other 
J ews who had been taken by the Romans. 
"Some of them have been put upon the 
rack, and tortured with fire and whip
pings, and so died. Some have been half 
devoured by wild beasts, and yet have 
been reserved alive to be devoured by them 
a second time." He pleaded, "Let us die 
before we become slaves under our ene
mies, and let us go out of the world, to
gether with our children a nd our wives, 
in a state of freedom. This is what our law 
commands us to do." Eleazar's fi nal ap
peal was, "Let us leave them an example 
which shall at once cause their astonish
ment at our deaths and their admiration 
of our hardiness therein." 

Grim Executions 
Eleazar's men agreed to do his bidding. 

The grim executions were quickly carried 
out. According to J osephus "the husbands 
tenderly embraced their wives and took 
their children into their arms and gave the 
longest parting kisses to them, with tears 
in their eyes," then executed them with 
their own swords. Josephus says that there 
was not a single Zealot who did not carry 
out the execution of his own wife a nd 
children. "Miserable men indeed were 
they! whose distress forced them to slay 
their own wives and children with their 
own hands, as the lightest of those evils 
which were before them." 

The Zealots then cast lots and selected 
ten men to kill the others. Each man 
threw himself down beside the bodies of 
his wife and children and waited for a 
friend to become his executioner. The 
blows fell and only ten were left. These 
ten then drew lots to select one who would 
kill the other nine, set fire to the palace, 
and the.n kill himself. (The archaeologists 
actually found eleven pieces of broken 
pottery with a name, including Eleazar, 
scrawled on each, and they feel that these 

may have been the Jots cast by the last 
ten.) 

When General Silva ordered the Tenth 
Legion up the ramp the next morning, 
instead of the f ighting they expected, they 
found a terrible solitude, burned out 
buildings, and the bodies of 960 men, 
women and children, who had chosen death 
rather than slavery. They found two 
women (one a relative of Eleazar) and 
five children hidden in an underground 
cavern, who had not taken part in the 
death pact. The Romans learned what had 
happened by questioning the women, and 
J osephus learned about Eleazar's speech 
and the Zealots' death from the Romans, 
or perhaps f r om the women themselves. 

As Josephus concluded his account of 
the Zealots, he stated that the Romans 
could not "do other than wonder at the 
courage of their resolution, and the im
movable contempt of death which so great 
a number of t hem had shown." 

The TV Drama 
The historical data in Josephus., sum

marized in this article, makes it obvious 
that the television drama told the story of 
Masada very much as it actually hap
pened. The confrontation of the two com
manders, General Silva's seige strategy, 
the ramp, the tower, the death of the 
Zealots-all this and much more was h is
torica lly accurate. 

However , many details in the television 
drama were not historical. AU the char
acter s except for Eleazar and Silva were 
fictional. There was Rubrius Gallus, the 
trusted commander who planned the ramp 
and seige tower, and who died from a 
Zealot's arrow. There was P omponius 

Falco, the despicable emissary from Rome. 
There was Falco's cruelty in ordering 
aged Jews to be hurled in the catapult, 
and there was the test of will between 
him and Silva. And there was the beauti
ful Sheva and the love affair between 
her and Silva. All these details, and many 
others, had to be created "for dr amatic 
effect." 

Remembered 
As Eleazar closed his speech to his men 

in the television drama, he said, "We will 
be remembered." And they a re! Today 
Masada is a national shrine to the people 
of Israel. There are elite un its of the 
Israeli Anny who take their oath of in
duction into t he army on Masada with the 
vow "Masada shall not fall again.'' 

And for all people who love freedom, 
whether Israelis or Ame ricans, Masada 
stands as an ultimate example of what 
commitment and courage really mean, an 
example of dedication to freedom that has 
not often been equaled in human history. 
Yes, E leazar, the men of Masada will be 
remembered. 

LOVED ONE$1t1 THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM I 

The Amen Mlnla1ry w<><l<a wllh fallhful Ctulatlan con
tee Ia on Mllllary lnotalletlono woo1dwlde tlllt '"walling to 
halp your lowd onea - aa they have hell*! wllh • the 
aplrllual end phyolcel needa of thouunda of othe,. during 
the past four yeara. This oervlce 11 frMI 

Send their name, completa addreu, phone •nd military 
lnatellatlon, If known, along wllh your ,.me. and addrno 
to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAO 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North Sevenlh Str"t 
Wnt Monroe, Loulalana 712111 

Amukan Military Evan11e!Uinr; Nation• .,) -•-n_a_a_r_n_•-•-•-a II_IJ_II_III_II_U_U_U_II_D_II_U_ t_II_U _ II _ 0_1_1• 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645·9208 

._..._,_U_U_U_...-..._.~.--~~- .-.c -~- ~-.-...-n-p- _Q_U_I_U_II_II_II_I_. 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 Soulh Florida Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will train for 2 years 
with view toward preaching. 

NO TUITION - LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL - ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Benefits 
Non-Discriminatory 

CONSERVATIVE - SOUND FACULTY 
B. C. Carr, Director 

Business Phone 813-683-4043 
Home Phone 813-688·5949 
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BIBLICAL SUBMISSION 
(Continued from page 7} 

able to her. One husband said, "Your 
being submissive almost scares me. Before 
if I asked you to do something you didn't 
agree with, yo.u objected in no uncertain 
terms or just didn't do it. Now that you 
are obedient to me, I am more careful 
in what I ask you to do." 

The point I believe is obvious. This is 
the result of submission in the Biblical 
sense. But let me give you this warning, 
if you are not consistent in submission, 
your husband will think you are using it 
to get what you want and will rebel 
against it as a result. 

The love and closeness you felt when 
you first married your husband are still 
possible for you to gain if you will only 
love him enough, and trust him enough, 
and trust God enough to give back to him 
that sweet simple faith in his ability to 
love you and make the decisions that will 
benefit you both. It's all there, the world 
of love and trust and usefulness to your 
husband and to God, through the simple 
act of submission. 
3112 S. 58th, Fort Smith, Ar 72903 

IN LOCO PARENTIS 
(Continued from page 8) 

inserted her card into Alpha-Omega. She 
smiled as the lights began to flash and 
A-0 said, "Good-morning,-221-36-6688." 
Some of her friends still thought it was 
eerie to talk to A-0, but Ann didn't mind 
his monotone voice. Sitting there now, she 
told him everything she and Jeff had been 
discussing lately about having a child. The 
blinking lights told her A-0 was process
ing every detail. Finally, Ann asked, "So 
should we start a family?" "Not-enough
in/ONnation," A-0 declared. "Well, what 
more do you need to know?" she asked. 

"Who-will-raise-the-child?" 
"I will, of course, with Jeff." 
"Will-you-miss-your-job?" 
"I plan to return to work when the 

baby is six months old. I can take it that 
long." 

"Do-you-have-to-return-to-work?" 
"Have to? Well, no-well, yes, I do. 

There is no need for me to be just a house
wife. Besides, Jeff and I enjoy what we 
have and we need my pay check. Anyway, 
I like my job and women need to be ful
filled, too, you know. There's just NO 
REASON for me not to work." 

"Who-will-raise-the-child?" 
"WE WILL. Oh, you mean who will 

care for the baby during the day? I have 
found a wonderful day care center, in 
Loco Parentis." 

"What- do-you-know-of- this-institution
and-the-custodial-care-it-provides?'' 

"Custodial care?! (Oh, I guess you are 
just a machine.) The care? In Loco Paren
tis has a great staff and they'll even 
potty train!" 

"What-time-will-YOU-spend-with-the
child?" 

"I will spend QUALITY TIME with 
the child. I've already made all kinds of 
plans! In the evenings when I get home, 
we can go for walks. We can play games 
together and read books. Our quality time 
togeth~r will be just wonderful and so 
meaningful. On weekends we can go to the 
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park. Jeff will enjoy that. He likes to be 
outdoors." 

Ann smiled up at the computer, "Well, 
Alpha-Omega, what do you think; won't 
we really enjoy having a baby?" The 
lights blinked on and off for a few sec
onds. Then Ann heard the reply: 

"Buy-a-dog-instead." 
Ann was momentarily surprised. But 

then, a smile spread over her face as she 
realized that this was the perfect solution! 
A lovable, cuddly dog! Why it was perfect. 
She and Jeff could take him for walks 
together. The dog would really enjoy 
playing in the park. And, she knew she 
could find a wonderful kennel to care for 
him any time she needed it. 

• • • 
" ... with the destruction of the nuclear 

family must come a new way of looking 
at children. They must be seen as the re
sponsibility of an entire society rather 
than individual parents.'' -Nancy Lehr
mann and Helen Sullinger, "The Docu
ment: Declaration of Feminism." 

"Hear, 0 Israel! The LORD is our God, 
the LORD is one! And you shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words, which I am com
manding you today shall be on your heart; 
and you shall teach them diligently to 
your sons and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house and when you walk 
by the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up."-Deuteronomy 6:4-7. 

Ray Lee Overton, P.O. Box 460, Barrie, 
Ontario L4M 4T7: We, at Barrie, Ontario, 
had reason for great rejocing on May 17 
when a young man with Muscular Dys
trophy renounced Catholicism and made 
the good confession and was baptized 
into our Lord! His good wife (also an 
invalid) has been a true example to him. 
He works five days a week in a library 
and they are faithful to attend the ser
vices of the church even under great 
hardship (both are in wheelchairs). 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Southern Illinois noods 

miniBtor during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to retire, and we're 
searching for a mature, experienced man to 
step in and continuo growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a building program scheduled 
for comrlotion in December 1981. Will con
sider al applicants as getting the right man 
is most important. Six room liomo available. 
For additional information, send letter of in
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHBIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harrisburg, IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Carl Brecheen/Paul Faulkner 

HAWAI-I TOUR 
August 4-14, 1981 

Oahu Island - Ocean Front Rooms 
Fabulous Sheraton Wakiki 

Kauai Island - Famous CoCo Palms Resort 
Enioy eleven days touring 3 or 4 islands. 

High school, college students, singles, married older people all ages, 
widows are going! Everybody likes Hawaii! Go with us! 
Dr. Brecheen and Dr. Faulkner are professors from Abilene Chris
tian University and conduct Marriage Seminars recently filmed by 
Sweet Publishing Co. 

SEND FOR A 
PAUL FAULKNER 

BOX 7518 
STATION ACU 

ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

BROCHURE! 
FOWLER TOURS 

13101 PRESTON ROAD 
SUITE 411 

DALLAS, TEXAS 
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At OCC we've 
worked to keep 
costs down ... 

but not at the expense of quality . 
...,alleges are having a hard time, as is everyone, holding costs down these days. At Oklahoma Christian College 

we've worked hard and are still working to keep costs down for our students. We think we've succeeded. 
OCC's costs for room, board, tuition and fees for one year are from $200- $900 less expensive than those of 

sis ter Christian colleges across the South and Midwest. 
How is this possible without sacrificing educational opportunities for students? OCC's campus is new, with low 

maintenance and upkeep costs. All the buildings have been built since 1958. We're in a central location, too. Peo
ple and services can get to us, and we can get to them without difficulty. But we feel our costs are lower primarily 
because OCC strives to practice careful management policies. 

But that doesn 't mean we offer an inferior product. Over half of our faculty has the earned doctoral degree. Pro
grams are offered in 54 degree areas with pre-professional programs in law, medicine and other fields. Our 
graduates speak best for us. Across the state and nation OCC students are taking active rolls in business, educa
tion, medicine, law and church and missionary leadership. 

At OCC we have kept costs down, but not at the expense of a quality education for you, or your son or daughter. 



WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW • • • 

(John 8:32). Truth will change men's 
hearts; it will set them free. Let us pray 
and struggle together that our lives will 
radiate world-conquering, heart-changing 
truth. May Christ's love show in our lives 
so others can know that he is very much 
alive and there is hope. 

FLATT BROTHERS IN 
WEST VIRGINIA 

The Flatt Brothers Evangelistic Team 
is scheduled to preach in "Campaign for 
Christ-1981" in Madison, West Virginia 
August 10-16, 1981. Sponsored by about 
ten congregations in Boone County, The 
campaign will be conducted in the Civic 
Center Auditorium. 

For further information, contact Dell 
Cabell, Foster, West Virginia. College Station, TX 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HODL OF PBEAl:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Cpurse • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What'' and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and CataiOB Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

New Opportunity For 
World Evangetism 

By Individuals and By Churches 
Through 

World Christian Broadcasting Corporation 
For more information 

• FREE 20 minute cassette 
by Jimmy Allen 

send for your 

• FREE 15 minute color 
narrated filmstrip 

I am interested in learning more about, and/ or helping others learn 
about World Christian Broadcasting Corporation. Please send me 
a FREE copy of: 

0 A cassette recording of Jimmy Allen's address at Harding Univer
sity on World Christian Broadcasting and World Evangelism. 

0 A narrated 15 minute 35mm color filmstrip on World Christian 
Broadcasting and World Evangelism. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Mall request to: 
WCBC/Box 3857 I Abilene, Thxas 79604/Thlephone: (915) 698-0695 

L----------------------------~ 
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SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Ouaflfy to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

EVANGELIST 
WANTED 

Bayview Avenue Church 
of Christ 

in 
big, beautiful, bustling 

METROPOLITAN TORONTO 
Unlimited Challenge 

Reply to: 
C. V. McCormick, 
16 Hurlingham Cr., 
Don Mills, Ontario 
M3B2R1 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail-
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817·947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. . 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertis ing in this section $ 1.50 per lin e. D esigned especially to accommodate con g.,.gations 

ad vertising m ectint: ploeea, prea che r s seeking work or congrega tions seeking preach ers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VA LLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOO L OF BIBLICA L STUDIES 

Preachin~;-l'ersonal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.,approved for Veteran's training" 
Lcon&rd M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Go 80227 
F O R'r HOOD - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Souths ide Churc h o r Chr·lst 1 505 S. Trim· 
m icr R d. Rober t L. Gregg, Min ist er . P h o n e 
634-6012. S u n . 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6: 00 
r.l\L Wed . 7:00 P . M. 

D lilNVF.:R , COLORADO 80228 
f ,A.K.EWOOD CH URCH OF CHRIS T 

455 So. Youngfi eld Ct. 
T e l e.: 988-10 2 4 

See Yellow Png es F o r Servi ce T imes 
Trnnslation for Deaf. Paul W . Hall . Evnn . 
OIH NAWA. JAPAN. Helo u s watch !or 
souls o r Christians o n Okinaw a . Send n ame/ 
organization t o : E l ders. Church or Chr ist, 
PO Box 2 98. Okinawa C i ty. J a o an 9 04. 
ARLINGTON . VA., 20 N . In·ing St., corner of 
I rving & Arlington Blvd . (Rt. 60) . Convenient to 
nntion's capilnl & h istoric N . Va. Lord 's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M. , 6:00 P .M. ; Bible Study 9 : 30 
A.M. Sun., 7 :30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph . 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAJ\1, N . J .. F a i rmount and S outhern 
B lvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NE W YORK C I TY AREA. 201- 635-6810 or 
201- 635-26 88. 
ALASKA - A NCHORAGE C HURCll OF 
CHRIST, 27 00 De B a rr R d . W ill co n tact 
rela t ives or friends in A laska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. A nchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY A H EA SCHOOL OF PRE A CHING 
11300 D u blin Road 

P 1en• nnton , C n llfornln 94566 
J a m es W. Fergu s on, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. P h. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma:,:, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H auaaln Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 
96746. 
NORT HWEST CH U RCH OF CHRIST, 16655 16th 
Avenue N .E., Seat tle, Wash. 98156. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 36·1-2276. We will contact 

them. __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~,.---
LOS ANGE LES, CALIFORNIA 

CE NTRAL CHU RCH OF CHRIST 
12th and H oover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10: 00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Fris by, 7 14 -622-2586 ; 
Paul H aT]Jer, 473-8228. 

--------7M~E~-T~R~O~-DnENVER AREA 
E nglewoQd Chur ch of Chr ist. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bar tee. Evans:-elisl 
BREWER, l'tiAINE--241 Center St., V .F.W. H a ll. 
Sunday classes. 10: 15; Wor ship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER BAN GOR AREA. 
E VANSVI LLE , IND., 22CY.i E . lllorgnn A ve., 
U. S. 400 E n 8t Opp mdte 1{ - Jilnr t. Offl"" 477· 
527 1. Robby Wnd e , M in. 476-4000. 
S UN C l 'I'Y , CALIFORNIA- V nlley Churc h or 
Ch rist . Come vlslt us. P h o n e 714- 679-1010. 
.Y U ~IA. ARI Z., 6 51 , V . 28 t h S t . S u nday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h . 344-3750 
WE REBIND CH ERISHE D BIGLES write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Binder y, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604 . 
GOSPEL PREACH ER NEEDED: in Madison , South 
Dnkotn. a town of approx . 10.000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnis h your own supvort. 
Send resume to Church of Christ. P .O. Box 512, 
Madison. S.D. 57042 . or call (606) 256-6876 . 
RESERVE. NEW MEXI CO. '£he Church hns been 
established in this small community in t he beaut iful 
Gila Wilderness. T he buildinl< is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are in the ar en. 
ft'IT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. " E." 
St . Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.llf. W ed . 7 :00 
P .M. Call 883-2550 or W. P . Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
Searching for n preacher 7 I will help you to estab
lish cont act with the following individual. Age. ~5. 
married. E.S. d~'"'"· \1 ~~ars e:<pcricnce. Contnet: 
Bert Mercer. Cr·estview Church o[ Christ. 816 New 
Rond, Waco. 'l'x. 76710. Phone: (oHice) 817-776-0711 
(home) 817-776-4293. 

JEEPS. CARS. TRUCKS 
Available thnr Government Agencies in your nrea. 
Many sell for under S200.00. Call (602) 941 -801 4 
Ext. #666 for your directory on how to purchase. 

H OUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOI\lE 

P erhaps you are consider ing full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina H ome is accepting applications and 
intcr\' icws for housepnre nts. christians who nrc 
interested in the rc.."\ring of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess s kills in mninte. 
nanco or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications a nd related works. 1f there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask t hem to contact Dempsey Simpson nt 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or w rite to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, T exas, 78055. 
'"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's H ome is currently hiring child 
care stuff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fits . If interested, contact Steve Bergman. Execu
tive Director, at P .O. 13ox G97, Vacaville. CA 95688. 
or call 707/HS-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P .O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. Nationa l Loan Program. 
Send stamped sci £-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan . Tape L ibrary, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Oacon. Abilene. Tc.~aa 79601. 
Picayune. Miss. congregation, located near the ~Iis
s issim>i Gulf Coast, seeking long-term , full time 
minister. Offering individua lized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12.000 people. H interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume lo Cnlvin P. 
O"Nei ll , 108 Senlcrest Dr .• Picayune, Miss. 39466 . 
''Experienced, m iddle-aged preacher available June 
15. Current references furnis hed. Contnct Leonard 
Watts. P .O. Box 425, Independence, Kansas 67301 
o•· Phone 316/331-4405." 
Preacher w a n'-='te::.:d;.:-.:.a::.,f;:=te"'r::...,J;-u-:1-y--:-1 "'st:-. -:-19"'8::-:1:-.--,;-Sou nd man 
with emphasis on personal work: Mus t be able to 
work effectively with milit.nry/ civilinn population. 
Send resume. photo. references, and tnJJCd sermons 
to : E lders. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 676, 111 
Roosevelt Road . J acksonvi lle. N.C. 28640. 
For sale. song books. "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH ::;:2." 130 books in good condition. Make 
us an offer. you pay frci.,ht. Church of Christ. Box 
544. Rosebud. T exas 76570. Ph. (817) 583-H25. 
EXPERIENCED, MATURE PREACHER AVAIL
ABLE. Write o r call Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr .. Hichardson . TX 75080. 214 /234-2952. 
Ho u•c parents needed. Good pay and bene[its . 
13eauti ful South Georgin. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Dox 932. Albany. Geor·gia 31702 . 
PR EJ\ CH E:R AVA I LA ll;;,L;;,E"'· :.:_..:W:7.'-o'-u7ld.,.....l'"'ik:-c-to,---r-e.,..lo_c_a.,..te 
this summer. A 1971 graduate of Preston Road 
School of Preaching. Contact Dennis Crecelius , P .O. 
flox 209, ltaly. Tx. 76651 or Phone 214-483-6938. 
"Gosr>cl M inistcr needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please cull 612-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luthe1· Archibald, 599 N. Dowling , San 
Benito. T exas 78586. " 
WANTED- Used. 9-12 passenger tyl)e van to be 
used in cu ltivating rclnlio nships wilhin and with out 
the Body of Christ. Call 608-685-3863. N elson Church 
of Christ. P.O. Box 94 , Nelson. Wis. 6~756 . 

WANTED- Experienced Gospel Preacher to work 
with s mall congregation with about 76 member s. 
If interested send resume to McCamey Church of 
Christ . Box 941, McCamey, Texas 79752. 

J OB DESCRIPTION 
ELECTRONI C TECHNICAL DIRECTOR. for En
terprise Square USA nt Oklahoma Christian Col
lege. opening January 1. 1982. Applicant should 
h ave training and C.XJ)erience in the maintenance 
and repairs o! electronic nnd auclio·visuul equip· 
ment. I nqu iries to : Robert H . Rowland , Oklahoma 
Ch ristian College, Rt. l. Box 1H , Oklahoma City, 
OK 7:1111. 
Mountain Slates Children's Home is in need of 
house J)arcnts who c.un Jove, counsel, cnr e for and 
be unders tanding to the needs of children . H ou se
parents must be dedicated. mature and stable in 
this miniKtry. Mountain Stales Children's Home is 
situated on 155 acres a long the foothills o[ the 
R ocky Mountain Runge \vith a panoramic view or 
Longs Penk to the west. Snlnry. living expenses , 
tra usport.ation and fringe benefits nre provided. 
Contact Earl H errington . Supt .. P.O. Box 1097. 
Longmont. Colorado 9060 l. Phone: 303-776-6841. 

WANTED~ YOUTH MINISTER 
for n con~regation experiencing a 40o/() expansion 
over the last two years in a St. Louis. Missouri 
s uburb. Call 3 1~-39 1-6697 or 311·39 1-8306 or write 
the L afayette Chur~h of Christ, 116 N ew Ballwin 
Road, Ballwin . Missouri 63011. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for in[ormntion and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

CENT URY 2 1 RUDY WYATT, R EALTORS 
( 40 Agents r eady to serve) 

It you arc movin g a n ywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can out you in touch with an ethical, 
c.~ring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
Cor Mel o r Rudy. 1-9 18-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 R UDY W YATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned nnd operated. 

I NVESTIGATE ! The F t r m F o u ntlntton 
tries to screen ndvert1,.1ng, nnd •v iii n o t 
k n owingl y tnke q u e11tlonnble n d , ·ertlll lng. 
nu t It Is t h e r e nde r'11 r esp on8lhlllty t o ln
vell t lg nte. Like nny o t her pnpt'r , we !lome
time" u n ..,.lt tln g l y run n n unworthy nd. 
AJo t h e o l d 11n y ln g goe11, b e f o r e you lnve,.t, 
ln, ·t•llth:n t e l 

Cornelius C. Abbott, P .O. Box 395, Mal
lakoff, Texas 75148. I conducted a meet
ing at Beallsville, Ohio in a county of 52 
congregation.:. I grew up in that section. 
The building was packed every night. The 
meeting at Middlefor k, W.Va. was well 
attended. I have conducted nineteen meet
ings with that good church. I conducted 
meetings full time for 16 years. Contact 
me at above address. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATAlOGS CAll TOLL FREE 

1·800·527 -8438 
TEXAS CAll COllECT 214·51&-1504 

OR WRITE 

..... SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
• BOX 1 306 · • JACKSONVILLE TX 75766 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
B asic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions--Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition--Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Directo!'--3 728 8 4th Street 
L ubbock, T X 79410 

1-8 06-792-5 10 1 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHIN·G 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5 139 
Write or call for catalog 

and applicat ion. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTAB LISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KN IGHT ARNOLD 

CH URCH OF CHRIST 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becatne easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every studem of the Bible has recog
ni:ed the value of having a concor
dance to the Bible they're using. \Vith 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can cn~ily be located. Now users of the 
1 cw Inte rna tio na l Version Bible. 
Amcricn'·lcading new transla tion, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The NIV 
Compicle Concordance i- here! 

Here is how Th e Nl\' Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
study: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with case. 

• A quarter of a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in rhc N IV Bible. 

• All word arc cross-referenced to 
every spelling variation and variant 
form. 

• Words sclccrcd nrc listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the NIV listed in its 
biblical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and tide of God is 
gi,·en with its context. 

• Each word is lbtec.l under the exact 
IV ~pcl li ng and helps you avoid 

having to think of ·the word's dic
tional\' form. 

You can use it fa tcr than mo t other 
concordances! 

• 'o phrases arc given as separate 
~'ntrie:-.. (Example: All entric are 
listed under "henrr" not broken 
down into "pure heart" o r "your 
heart", etc.) A real time saver as you 
do nm have to go through many 
separate lists to fi nd the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout spccrls location of 
desi red verse because the first and 
last words of each page arc listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
e nce. Plus the type is clear a nd 
readable. unlike many o ther con
cordances. 

\Vith all these benefit~) it's easy to see 
how with The Nl V Com[Jlere Concor
dance you'll be locating verse- faster ... 
enjoying topical and word -tudics as 
never before. 

The NIVComplete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International Version Bible. 

by Edward W. Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 
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Send your order in NOW .. . 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please sen copies of The N IV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
! Oro postage and handling. (Texas residents add 570 sales tax. ) 

Nam~------------------------------------------------------------------
Address, ________________________________________________________________ __ 

City _____________________ State ________ Z. ip ______ _ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JU~E 16, 1981 
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THE CHURCH IN FIJI is pictured here before their comfortable building 
recently complotod. Marvin Allison works with tho church in Fiji, but will 

bo returning to tho Stales in September. The church now moots on many 
romole islands, and has pushed itself into out·of-lhe-way places all ovor 
tho earth. It is hoarloning to know tha t more tha n a hundred nations now 

havo churches of Christ within lhoir borders. 

Austin, Texas, June 23, l!l81 
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So You Are Graduated 

Scores of t housands of Christian young people have 
recently graduated from High School. Thirty days have 
passed, which is enough to get the celebration out of 
their systems. Now it is time for some serious reflec
tion. Where do they go from here ? 

Students are graduating from High School today 
with twelve years of secular, humanistic education. 
Most of t hem have received little or no moral or spir
itual values from other sources, including t heir fami
lies. Christian young people have an advantage here. 
They have, or should have, received something along 
with their secular education that can be put to good 
use in building a life. 

The tragedy of our times-from the school board 
to the Supreme Court is the exaltation of secular hu
manism to the status of a state religion in America. 
If the government is going to be involved in educa
tion, which it has every right to be, it should be on a 
non-discriminatory basis. The government has no right 
to offer subsidies to only those who hold a particular 
view. Yet this has been done in the writing of text
books- especially biology textbooks, and the teaching 
of evolution as the explanation of our beginnings. The 
victims are the students. 

In many ways t his is a tragic time to graduate. Stu
dents join a society without a foundation. No society 
can long exist in a state of mixed up beliefs, goals tra
ditions, values and even language. Until thes~ are 
brought together to produce community we are in a 
state of rootlessness. And this pretty well describes 
our modern society. 

Religion has always been a powerful force in society. 
A people that shares a common belief in God, his 
Word, and his purpose for man can survive almost 
any trauma. With the breakdown in religion comes a 
breakdown in politics,· economics, philosophy-yes 

. . ' even m science and technology. When there is no com-
mon faith to be shared, everyone demands the freedom 
to do his own thing, and there was never a more dan
gerous threat to society than this. 

Man was never intended to be autonomous. He draws 
from, and contributes to, all who are ar ound him. 
From the creation of Eve to supplement Adam until 
this day we have need for each other. Fellowship and 
fraternity provided by the commonness of our ruin and 
our redemption, provide a solid foundation for our 
society. Without that civilization loses its capacity to 
survive. 
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Put the right things in young people's minds and 
they can change the world. We are concerned about the 
teaching process because it determines whether we 
live with truth or error. We are gravely concerned 
with how much humanism and how little faith the 
high school diploma represents. It is as if we were 
granting degrees in selfishness, lust and greed. 

If we ar e right in the claim that Christianity pro
vides the only basis of hope for our society, then every 
Christian parent should have seen to it by now that 
t he student who has j ust graduated had a f irm and 
comprehensive education in the Scriptures. In too many 
cases, parents could not have cared less. 

But where do we go from here? If corporate prob
lems demand a cohesive approach, and if members of 
society need each other, we must put Christianity back 
into education. Thus we infuse it into politics, ethics, 
moral standards, philosophy, and every other facet of 
life. It is not ou.r experience that you can do that in 
the average secular university. 

As the High School graduate pursues his higher 
education, where can he get these values inter woven 
into his curriculum? In the Christian college of course ! 
There he gets Biblical faith in the science laboratory, 
in t he history class or t he philosophy course. It is in 
the very atmosphere of the campus. It is in the dining 
room, in t he dormitory, in t he gymnasium. He gets an 
added plus to his education that less fortunate souls 
miss. The difference will manifest itself for all his 
life. The cheapest money a parent will ever spend is 
the money he spends to send his child to a Christian 
college. 

There has never been a society in all history in which 
religion was not a dominating force. The very ele
mentary principles of civilized society are essentially 
based on religious authority. A people is like its gods. 
The Chl"istian faith has a right to be promoted because 
it has demonstrated its ability in the arena with other 
religions to produce a better ethic. What better place 
is there to secure an education t han on a college campus 
where God is con::;tantly honored and where the prin
ciples of the Bible are taught as the principles of life? 
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• tn the 0/J :leatamenl 
J.D. THOMAS 

"These aU died in faith." Hebrews 11 :13 

One of the apostle Paul's great concerns was to distinguish 
for his readers and hearers the fa:ct that in Christ ·we are under 
grace and faith, not under law and works. The chief burden of 
both Galatians and Romans shows that the Law of Moses with 
its demand of "works" has now been superseded, and now, to 
be right with God one must be related to him under the grace 
principle of justification, with faith as the basic condition to 
be met. For example, Ephesians 2:8, 9 says, "For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, 
it is the gift of God-not because of works, lest any man should 
boast." 

A problem is posed by Paul's teaching in Romans 3:25, when 
he observes that Christ's expiation for us was "to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins." The meaning of this is that those who lived 
before the New Covenant became effective, and who were 
"qualified" to be saved in heaven, had their sins "postponed" 
or "held in abeyance," as far as judgment on them was con
cerned. The sins of the Old .Testament worthies had not been 
forgiven, for there was no basis existing back then on which 
absolute and final forgiveness could be based. The "blood of 
bulls and goats" could not take away sin (Hebrews 10:1-4), 
and there was no other effective sin-offering. In fact, this is 
why Jesus had to die for man, hi-s shed blood is the only pro
pitiation possible. And this is true, both for those who lived 
before Christ and those who live after. It is also true, even 
though the words forgive, and forgiveness, are used in the 
Old Testament without qualifiers. 

Had final, absolute forgiveness been possible without Christ's 
death, that method would have been the method by which all of 
us would be saved, and God could have been spared the death 
of his Son. But God knew that man would sin when he created 
him, so he planned, even from creation, the death of Christ so 
that man could have a hope. First Peter 1 :19f notes, "with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot. He was destined before the foundation of the world but 
was made manifest at the end of the times for your sake." One 
of the alternate readings of Revelation 13 :8 also makes this 
point. Thus, God planned Christ's death from the beginning, 
because actual forgiveness for sin could come no other way. 
"Christ crucified" as our sin-offering is then, our basic message 
to offer to the world of sinners. 

Since "faith" in Christ is humanity's only hope, where does 

the worthy man who lived under any of the Old Testament 
covenants come in? All of them were men of faith, even though 
the particular covenant under which they lived-Noah's, Abra
ham's, Adam's, Moses', or whichever, was not necessarily desig
nated as a faith covenant. Abraham is held up numerous times 
as a man who had faith, but in the great "faith chapter," 
Hebrews 11, we also find that Abel, Enoch, Noah, Sarah, Issac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Mo~es, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David, Samuel and the prophets, plus numerous others, qualified 
as "faith" people, even before the New Covenant, which is 
definitely the faith covenant, became a reality. "These all died 
in faith." (He b. 11 :13) , and · verse 39 says, "And all these, 
though well attested by their faith, did not rec.eive what was 
promised, since God had foreseen (pro-video, providence) some
thing better for us, that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect." What this says, is that people in Old Testament days 
qualified for forgiveness by faith, but that their forgiveness in 
a final sense was held up until Christ actually shed his blood 
on the cross, because without the shed blood there is no for
giveness. (See Hebrews 9:22). 

Faith, therefore was a reality to some in Old Testament days, 
just as it is today for those of us under the New Covenant. 
By it, not by works of the Law of Moses, or any other set of 
conditions, but by the falith principle, was their future salvation 
made possible. The full salvation was not a reality, however, 
and thus was only contingent, until Jesus made the sin-offering 
of his blood on the cross of Calvary. 

No man ever goes to heaven without the benefit of Christ's 
atonement. And nobody ever goes to heaven without qualifying 
by faith, regardless of when he lived or the particular covenant 
he was amenable to. 

Abilene Christian University 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISJDNG BOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, 'l'eDs 78'767 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Life of Power-

Making People See 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

"To maK'e all men see" ( Eph. 8:9) was a personal commit
ment and a driving force in the life of the apostle Paul. The 
Good News of the unsearchable richness of Christ is to be 
made known to all mankind. It was his to "bring to light" 
(N.A.S.V.), to "make plain" to everyone (N.I.V.) that ·which 
for ages had been a mystery but now was reality. How sad it is 
when people are not informed. Oh, what they miss! And how 
sad it is when people are misinformed! In a personal sense you 
and I can say what the apostle said in his special sense, "Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace 
given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; and to make all men see what is the dispensation of the 
mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who created all 
things; to the intent that now unto the principalities and the 
powers in the heavenly places might be made known through 
the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" ( Eph. 
8:8-11). 

All to See 
All People. "The scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 

shall not be put to shame. For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich 
unto all that call upon him" (Rom. 10:12). That is the thesis 
of the first eleven chapters of the Book of Romans. This is the 
matter of God's election. Indeed, the fact that all peoples were 
calling upon the name of the Lord was conclusive evidence that 
preachers had been sent to all (Romans 10:11-17). That, how
ever, is a matter of privilege. Now there is the demanding 
responsibility of presenting the Good News-and of presenting 
it in such a way that the hearers will be able to see and believe. 

"Make." How does one "make" people see? Philip was able 
to preach Jesus so clearly and persuasively that the Ethiopian 
eunuch came to believe upon hearing one message (Acts 8:26-
89). Sometimes I have thought, "My, I wish we had a record 
of that sermon. It was so clear and conclusive that the noble
man was fully convinced and he eagerly surrendered his life to 
the Lord. I have tried so hard to teach people to believe-only 
to have the majority of the hearers depart in indifference or 
disbelief. How hard it is to make people see." 

So, too, it was with the apostle Paul. For several years after 
the ascension of Jesus the gospel messengers had not been able 
to make Saul of Tarsus see. And he had the same difficulty as 
he tried to make his Jewish brethren •see (Roni. 9:1-5; 10:1-4). 
Indeed, his own people were the ones often responsible for 
violent opposition to him as the messenger (note Acts 17:5-15). 
In making people see, threats and coercion can't be used. Eco
nomic pressure and political enticement can't be applied. Well 
we might like to invite and challenge, "Come-and believe!" 
But, in reality, what we can say is, "Come-and see." The in
vitation becomes, "Come and investigate; come and study, con
sider, weigh the evidence.'' Remember: "Nathanael said unto 
him, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith 
unto him, Come and see" (John 1 :46). Remember that the 
Samaritan woman "left her waterpot, and went away into the 
city, and saith to the people, Come, see a man who told me all 
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things that ever I did: can this be the Christ" (John 4:28, 29; 
note vs. 89-42). That was the invitation of Jesus to a doubting 
Thomas, resulting in, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:24-28). 
That's our invitation today. And how that principle does cry 
out for our careful and extensive presentation of evidence which 
is designed to produce faith. 

"See." Even the strongest evidence and the totally sincere 
explanation will not always result in people seeing. Then, too, 
not all who mentally reach a conclusion of faith are willing to 
pay the price of obedient faith. If anyone understood that, the 
apostle Paul did. All of the evidence, all of the arguments had 
not converted him during his young manhood years. Nor had 
he been influenced positively by the fact that multiplied thou
sands of the Jews had come to accept Jesus as the Messiah, 
even under the threat of punishment and death. He just didn't 
see. The message that was clear enough and understandable 
enough to convince others had not convinced him. Then, after 
he became a disciple of Christ (Acts 9), he was not always able 
to reach his own people. Even the dramatic reason for his 
change was not convincing to many who heard him recite it. 

Surely when Paul reasoned with people about "Christ cruci
fied" (1 Cor. 2:1-5; Gal. 6:14), he expected them to see. He 
hoped they would see. That wasn't always the result, but it 
always was his intent and hope. So, too, with us in this 20th 
century. We often agonize over the "rejections," but we must 
realize that negative results are not always the fault of the 
teacher. Truly, truly, "Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in 
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that 
leadeth unto life, and few are they that _find it" (Matt. 7:13, 
14). "Some believed the things which were spoken, and some 
disbelieved" (Acts 28 :24; see vs. 25-27) is an old, old story. 

Price to Be Paid 

May "few are they that find it,'' however, not be a permit for 
"shrugging off our responsibility" of evangelistically trying 
to make people see. Oh, that we could catch the never-flagging 
spirit of the apostle.Paul in this. Here was a man who had one 
central theme in life, even though he made a living with his own 
hands. True, he was also occupied with instructing and en
couraging the brethren; taking up contributions for the help 
of the poor in Judaea; writing letters to preachers, to churches, 
and to various individual Christians; but his primary aim was 
to preach the gospel where it had not been preached (Rom. 
15 :20). For all of us that could be to teach and preach the 
gospel to those who have not heard it, to those who do not 
believe. Time and energy and money are required, even as are 
inconvenience and suffering (remember 2 Cor. 11:23-28). Cen
tral to evangelism is "Though I was free from all men, I brought 
myself under bondage to all, that I might gain the more" 
(1 Cor. 9 :19). And central to rnaking people see is the presenta
tion of Jesus Christ himself. HE i'S the drawing power! HE 
is the One people will come to accept, love ~.nd serve. Our sense 
of excitement and joy over every new convert is beyond that of 
any other experience in life! 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 23, 1981 



"I Don't Love My Wife Anymore!" 
DAN R. OWEN 

A young man walked out on his wife and daughter. The 
words of our title were his explanation of why he left. Neither 
the wife nor the daughter understood his behaviour. Another 
young woman made virtually the same comment about her 
husband as she cursed and swung her fists wildly at him in my 
presence. A housewife with whom I studied the scriptures last 
week flatly affirmed that she hated her former mate more than 
any other person on earth. Out of the last five home bible stud
ies that we have conducted, four have involved people who are 
divorced and remarried. This is extremely frustrating! 

These couples and thousands like them have been deceived by 
a gigantic myth. This myth is the false assurance that some
where in this world is a man or a woman made especially for 
me. The myth promises that when I meet this one special person 
magic will overtake us and we will be uncontrollably and 
eternally in the ecstasy which we call love. 

The great love myth is a lie from Satan himself! The young 
man who said, "I don't love my wife anymore" meant that the 
ecstasy was no longer present. The young woman in a drunken 
rage meant that the former emotional feeling of affection was 
gone. The third young woman had simply replaced one strong 
emotion with another. Not one of these understands the biblical 
concept of love. 

One cannot "fall into'' the love that the bible commands, nor 
can one "fall out" of it. We fall into and out of emotional states 
but biblical love is not an emotion. Consider the following ob
servations from the scriptures. 

The love which the Bible demands of us originates with God 
(1 John 4:8). We cannot know this kind of .love apart from 
a knowledge of Christ (1 John 3:16). In the laying down of his 
life for sinners, Christ taught mankind the meaning of love 
(Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16). We truly love only when we imitate 
our Master and "lay down our lives'' for others. "Love one 
another as I have loved you," (John 13:34). Only those who are 
begotten of God can love in this way (1 John 5:1). Love is a 
fruit which the Spirit of God produces in the life of God's 
children (Gal. 5:22). This kind of love is not a feeling. It is 
doing! "My little children, love not in word, neither with the 
tongue, but in deed and in truth," (1 John 3:18). The apostle 
commands us to "walk in love," (Eph. 5:2). When we do that 
which is not in our brother's best interest, we cease to walk in 

love (Romans 14:15). "Let all that ye do be done in love," 
(1 Cor. 16.:14). In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 the apostle is not 
telling us what love is. He is telling us what love does! In 
short, love does only that which is for the ultimate good of 
another. 

This kind of love happens when we make it happen. We 
decide to love. This kind of love, unlike the love in Satan's 
lying myth, is completely within our control. Paul commands 
"Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself for her," (Eph. 5:25). The people to whom 
Paul wrote these words knew nothing of our modem romantic 
notions. Parents usually arranged marriages. Brides and grooms 
had very little if any contact before the marriage. To these 
people, as to us, God commands "Husbands love your wives!" 
To obey this divine command, one must simply make up his 
mind that he will do everything in his power to serve the best 
interests of his mate. He decides to give his life in providing 
what i·s best for his mate physically, emotionally, and spiritual
ly. This kind of love must be worked at every day! "Pursue 
love," (1 Cor. 14:1). We love our enemies, our neighbors, our 
God, and our mate with this kind of love .(Matt. 5:44; Luke 
10:27; Eph. 5:25). This kind of love has nothing directly to do 
with sex or sexual attraction. 

The love that comes from God is based on firm commitment. 
It is love unfeigned and without hypocrisy (2 Cor. 6:6; Rom. 
12:9). This kind of love ceases only when one decides to stop 
loving. When one decides to stop loving, he violates the very 
command of God. (Eph. 5:25). If one persists in this willful 
sin, he will be forever lost. Our choice is the determining factor. 

A frustrated man put his face in his Bible and wept bitterly 
across the table from me. He was living with a woman who 
could not be his wife according to the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
The children they shared were in the next room. "Why didn't 
anyone ever teach me about this before," he demanded in agony. 
We have a responsibility to the world and to the church to dis
pel the myth of Satan and teach people about the love that 
comes from God. Only this kind of love can insure lasting mar
riages because people will never "fall out" of this precious 
love. May God help us to ·instill this truth in our sons and 
daughters! 

P.O. Box 1333, Vernon, TX 76384 
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Deacons: In General or in Particular? 

Believing as we do in both the nature 
and necessity of the Restoration Move
ment, t he chuJ"ch has long preached that 
any administrative organization either of 
congregations or within a congregation is 
without scriptural authority and there
fore dangerous and potentially abus ive 
and divis ive. The purpose of this article 
is to call attention to some practices t hat 
fall into this area, and are becoming 
rather widely traditional in churches of 
Christ. 

By gathering materia l from several 
passages, the work of elders in New 
Testament churches is fairly easy to out
line. With the work of the deacons, how
ever, th is is not the case. Their qualifica
tions arc given in I Timothy, chapter 3. 
They are recognized as an entity in the 
address to the church at Philippi (Phil. 
1:1), but their work is not elsewher e de
scribed or referred to unless it be in t he 
appointment of the seven in Acts 6:1 ff. 
There are some in the church t oday who 
ins ist t hat these men should not be re
ferred to nor considered a s "deacons," in 
any sense of the modern a pplication of 
that word. Many others do believe that 
they should bP. so considered, even though 
the word, "deacon," is nowhere specifi
cally applied t o t hem. These further be
lieve that the purpose for which they 
were appointed, and the relationship that 
they sustained t o the apostles, is a prece
dent for both the types of work that 
deacons should do today in their capacity 
as deacons, and for the relationship they 
should sus tain to the elders. 

The only sources of information that 
we have to under stand what should be 
the present f unction of deacons would 
have to come from one or more of the 
following sources: 1) the meaning of the 
word, 2) the list of qualifications, or 3) 
the work of the seven in the J erusalem 
church. 

The meaning of the word, by itself, is 
of no great h elp, for the Greek word from 
which we have the English word, "dea
con," is also used in reference to people 
who could not possibly have been deacons 
in any modern sense. Since the same word 
is also translated "minister" and "ser
vant," it was used of angels (Matt. 4:11), 
Peter's mother-in-law (Matt. 8:15), Jesus 
(1\'Iatt. 20:28) , "many women" (Mat t. 
27:55), Timothy and Eras tus (Acts 
19:22), Paul referring to himself (Rom. 
15:25), Phebe (Rom. 16:1), Onesiphorus 
(II Tim. 1:18), etc. The Greek word from 
which we have "deacon" is of very little 
help in pinpointing the specific work and 
function of deacons. 

The same admission must also be made 
of their qualifications given in I T imothy, 
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chapter 3. The passage mentions their 
"office" but nowhere indicates of what 
that of:fice was to consist. The other 
qualif ications would give not the slightest 
distinctive clue. 

This leaves us only with Acts, chapter 
6, to give us guidance. Granting that the 
work of the apostles and elders had some 
differences, primarily because of the 
unique spiritual gifts possessed by the 
apostles, it still must be admi tted that 
their general spiritual work has much in 
common. In both cases, it was to look 
after the spiritual welfare of God's people 
and to assist in propagating the faith. It 
included teaching, admonit ion, reproof, 
encouragement, etc., with identical ends 
in view. 

In the case of the appointment of the 
seven, then, there are at least t hree sig
nificant things that we should note : 1) 
no one was appointed as a deacon or 
special servant to the church, until a spe
cial physical need arose for their services. 
2) When the need did arise, the deacons 
were appointed only over "this business" 
(Acts 6:3), and 3) there is not t he s light
est evidence that they served thereafter 
as a separate board to deal with business 
which was actually the business of the 
church as a whole or as assistant or advis
ory board to t he apostles in the apostles' 
1uork. If they assisted the apostles at all, 
it was in the complete relief of the apos
tles for care in ser ving tables (Acts 
6 :2-4 ). It could just as accurately be said 
that they were actually servants or dea
cons to the church, the Grecian widows in 
par t icular. All of these things are clearly 
what the passage teaches about the work, 
position, and relationship of t he deacons 
to the apostles and the rest of the church. 

Today we are seeing some widespread 
departures from this, a nd which are com
ing to have the force of tradition in the 
churches. It is very common any rrtor e 
for what is supposed to be the general 
business of the church to be conducted by 
a "business meeting of the elders and dea
cons." What scripture is there for this? 
On what scriptural ground are members 
of the church excluded from the conduct
ing of their own business-the expendi
tures of money for which they have 
worked and given, the use of facilities of 
which they are as much co-owners as ar e 
the elders and deacons, and the fo rmula 
t ion of plans of which they might even 
have better ideas than the elders or dea
cons, and in which they are going to be 
expected to give t heir fu ll suppor t . Make 
no mistake, either-in instances, it is 
quite pointedly made clear that the gen
eral membership of t he church is not wel
come at the business meetings. Very few 

congregational leadersh ips actually and 
actively encourage such attenda nce. 

Often, the general bus iness of t he 
church is conducted from these meetings, 
with every ma n having one vote, whether 
elder or deacon. Is it any wonder, then, 
t ha t deacons should eventually get the 
idea that t hey have as much to say about 
the general business of the church as the 
elders, and that deacons have, on occa
s ion, "out voted" the elders, when they 
voted as a body. They could do so s imply 
on the ground that t here are usually more 
of them t han t here are elders. No wonder 
t hat we have trouble in t he churches, 
when deacons are g iven an unscriptural 
and inord inate power over the other mem
bers of the congregation, and are lead to 
believe t hat their opinions, man for man, 
should enj oy as much a uthori ty as t hose 
of the elders!! Under t his arrangement 
for conducting the church's' work and 
business, the deacons actually come to be 
t hought of as sort of "associate elders" 
or "sub-elders," and m·e often actually 
used in what is supposed to be the work 
of the elder s. 

Another pr esent day practice that must 
be called in question, since it is a practice 
very close to the one just mentioned, is 
that of deacons having special "deacons' 
meetings." Unless deacons are engaged in 
the same assignments, what need would 
there be for a group of deacons to come 
together in a special and r egular "meet
ing"? Here, again, is a practice that may 
seem very innocent at the pr esent, like a 
great many others did when they were 
star ted, but it is the beginning of a prac
t ice where the deacons, as a body, are 
functioning as a separate but organized 
group wit hin t he church, even if it is 
being done by t he authorization of t he 
elders. F or the very reason t hat they are 
now f unctioning as a separate and orga
nized body, t he practice must be looked 
upon with great concern, for what the f u
ture could bring. If such meetings are to 
conduct the general church's business, 
then they are exceeding their scr iptural 
authority and precedent even, again, if 
the elders a u thorize such meetings. 
If we are going to take and keep as our 

slogan, "We wi ll do Bible t hings in Bible 
ways, and call Bible things by Bible 
names" then let us see to it t hat we do 
just that-or else stop us ing the s logan. 

If we will learn t he lessons of history, 
also, we will do wclJ to note that what 
later became sever e digr essions f rom the 
way of God started as what seemed seem
ingly wise and innocent expedients. 

1413 SE Melmart Dr., Bartlesville, OK 
74003 
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Communication ·in the family is a key 
to having an effective relationship. With
out it any couple will drift apart. Hus
~ands and wives should talk about goals, 
JUdge values, analyze ambitions with 
complete honesty and integrity. If they 
do not, their marriage will never be what 
it could be. 

Dr. David Mace, past president of the 
American Association of Marriage Coun
selors, has said, "Poor communication is 
the main problem in 86 percent of all 
troubled marriages." 

What then is communication? It is de
fined as, "The process of both verbal and 
non-verbal sharing in such a way that 
one's message can be accepted and un
derstood by another. It is the process of 
transmitting and receiving feelings, atti
tudes, facts and beliefs that transpires 
between living beings." 

Communication must include listening. 
There are three elements involved in lis
tening. First, it means that when another 
person is talking you are not thinking 
about what you are going to say when he 
stops talking. Second, listening is com
plete acceptance without judgement of 
what is said and how it is said. This does 
not mean you agree with everything, but 
for the time being you are going to listen 
and take in the other's thoughts without 
reacting immediately. Third, listening 
means that you can restate accurately 
both the content and the feeling of the 
message that was sent to you. Proverbs 
16:31, "He whose ears heed wholesome 
admonition will abide among the wise." It 
is wise to listen/ 

In many marriages communication is 
either the main problem or it becomes the 
dumping grounds for all the other prob
lem areas. So often husbands and wives 
have good feelings about each other, but 
are unable to communicate those feelings 
effectively to the other. The husband 
fails to communicate the way he feels, the 
wife i·s hurt and conflict ensues. I be
lieve that married couples are always 
communicating. The problem .is the kind 
of message that is sent. It is not always 
what the partner intends to say. 

John Powell in his book, Why Am I 
Afraid to Tell You Who I Am? explains 
that communication occurs on five dif
ferent levels which range from the super
ficial cliches to deep total honesty. 

Level five--cliche conversation. This 
type of communication is safe and shal
low. It consist of phrases such as, 
"How's the weather?," "How are you?" 

Level four-reporting the facts about 
others. At this level we tell others what 
someone else has said or done, but we 
offer no personal opinion about these 
facts. 

Level three--my ideas and judgments. 
Real communication begins here. The per
son is willing to risk sharing some of his 
own ideas and judgments. He is still 
somewhat cautious, and if what he says 
is not accepted he will retreat. 

Level two-my feelings (emotions). 
The person communicating at this level 
shares his feelings about facts, ideas, and 
judgments. His inner feelings are re
vealed. 

Level one--peak communication. Com-

Communication 
Key to a Fruitful Relationship 

EDDIE LEWIS 

plete emotional and truthful communica
tion is the deepest type of communica
tion. It knows no holding back; it is total 
honesty. Deep relationships as marriage 
and family ne.ed this type of communica
tion. 

It is very important that both partners 
be able to communicate on level one. 

I realize some are afraid of this type of 
communication. They feel the need to 
build a relationship on fantasies and hide 
their real feelings. But, a relationship 
built like that will only lead to frustrat
ing and hurtful days. 

The word of God underlines this type 
of openness. 

Ephesians 4:16, "Speaking the truth 
in love . . . " The basis of any level one 
communication is being truthful, and al
ways speaking that truth in loving tones. 

Ephesians 4 :26, "Put away falsehood, 
speak ye truth each one with his neigh
bor; for we are members one of another." 
Not only with our neighbor are we to 
speak· truth, but with our spouse also. 

I Peter 3:10, "He that would love life, 
and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile." The result of this type 
of communication is having good days 
and loving life. Who could ask for more! 

In the following list which items gives 
you the most trouble in communication 
with another: 1. Talking before you 
think, 2. getting angry quickly, 3. over
reacting, 4. sharing your feelings, 5.cloud
·ing the real issue, or 6. your attitude. The 
answers given me most often reflects two 
things. First, overreacting to the situa
tion or anger about what has happened, 
and second, an inability to open up with 
another person, to share with them what 
you really think and feel. Both are tre
mendous barriers to effective communi
cation in the family and with friends. 

The writer James gives an answer 
that helps us deal with both problems. In 
chapter one, verse nineteen he says, "But 
let every man be swift to hear (listen), 
slow to speak (think before you speak), 
slow to wrath (practice self-control)." 
The point-the good communicator will 
listen carefully to what is said and be 
very careful about his response. He 
doesn't overreact to the situation or fly 
off the handle, but instead he listens to 
what is said and thinks about the effect 
hi's words will have on the person he is 
talking. with. 

How can you improve your listening 
·ability? Briefly, here are six suggestions: 
First, you should know why you are 
there. You should have a reason for lis
tening. If it is a family member your 
reason is love. If it is a friend, again, 
your reason is love. What ever the reason 
it will help you establish an atmosphere 
for helping. 

Second, listen for word cues that ex-

press the person's feelings about the 
problem and how upset he is for being 
involved in the situation. Also, listen for 
the 5W's (who, what, where, when, and 
why) of the situation. To do this you not 
only have to focus on the words, but on 
the tone of the words. 

Third, you should suspend your own 
personal judgment at least for the mo
ment. For the person's words to sink in 
try at the beginning not to make a criti
cal decision about what he has done or 
said. 

Fourth, you should resist distractions. 
They come in the form of noises, people, 
views. Center in on the person. 

Fifth, listen for common themes that 
occur over and over in the person's words. 
They tell you where he is coming from. 

Sixth, reflect upon or think about what 
the person has said. 

Now, you are ready to start helping the 
person with the problem because you have 
lfstened to ge~ the correct information. 

Here are some additional suggestions 
to improve your communication skills 
within the family. First, be knowledge
able of the other person. A Christian hus
band lives "considerately with his wife, 
bestowing honor on the wife." (I Peter 
3:7). To be considerate means he will be 
sensitive and understanding of her. These 
two attributes require knowledge of her, 
and knowledge requires "time" with her 
-time when the two can be alone and 
have a heart sharing session about their 
feelings. 

Second, be loving of the other person. 
Anyone can carry on a beautiful rela
tionship when the spouse is doing all the 
right things. But, when things go wrong, 
it's another matter. I am talking about 
unconditional love! It takes a lot of love 
to forgive someone who has abused you 
verbally or physically, but that is what 
the Christian is to do. This love says you 
love that spouse whether you feel like it 
or not. 

Third, be transpar.ent 0'1' open with 
each other. To me this is one of the most 
important points. 

Fourth, be trustworthy. There is no 
room for doubt and suspicion. A hus
band or wife MUST trust the other. This 
is a characteristic of love. 

Fifth, be sensitive. It is the "feeling'' 
level of communication. Men especially 
need to work on this. 

Sixth, be a.n effective communioator. I 
understand what I'm saying, so I assume 
that others hear my words exactly as I 
do. But, that is not necessarily true. To 
be an effective communicator observe 
your li'steners for clues that suggest they 
have misunderstood and clarify what you 
mean. 

Seventh, be an active listener. Give the 
other person your full atention. Center 
in on his words and tone. Also, listen for 
what is NOT said, the edges of a conver
sation have hidden meanings. 

Finally, be 'JYI"ayful, by this I mean pray 
together. No where else can you see the 
inner cares and thoughts of your partner 
as when both ot you are praying to God. 
You can lay before God the .troubles of 
your marriage and he can heal those 
hurts and grant forgiveness. 
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Give Your Preacher a Breakl 
Is your preacher getting on your 

nerves? Have his sermons all begun to 
sound alike? Does he seem ill-tempered 
and at odds with the elders, the members, 
the church as a whole? Has he begun to 
complain .about too much to do, that no 
one else cares about the Lord's work? 

If your preacher is a loafer, if he does 
not take his work seriously, if he con
tinues to trot out old tired sermon out
lines-then give him a break. Before you 
fire him. Ask one more question. Is he 
really a loafer, or is he just tired to the 
bone? 

I remember hearing Jim Bill Mcinteer 
say, on one occasion, that preachers 
should sometimes take a break, "even a 
parade has to stop sometime to catch its 
breath!" Even though we are not closed 
in to the revelation God made to us in 
the Old Testament, He did reveal truth 
in the Old Testament. We might ask 
whether the material about allowing for 
a "sabbath" day and a "sabbath" year 
was not "written for our learning." We 
recall that Jesus, who had the world's 
most important job to do, said to his 
disciples occasionally "Let us go aside 
and rest a while." It may be time for your 
church to give the preacher another kind 
of break-maybe a month or a summer 
off. If he is the right kind of preacher 
he will go fishing and let the clear air 
wash away the cobwebs; but he will also 
read a few books, study the Bible just for 
himself ... not just for sermon prepara
tion. 

I am writing this because of my own 
recent experience as a pulpit minister. As 
I began my seventh year at this church, 
the elders came to me and said they want
ed me to take some time off to get re
freshed and rebuilt. They were sensitive 
to my needs and the needs of the church. 
As it turned out, I became ill on the 
fourth day of my vacation and had four 
months away from the church. During 
that time I had time to read and think 
and write-time to rebuild my spirit 
while I was resting my heart. The result? 
I came back refreshed and ready to take 
on another seven years. I enjoyed sermon 
preparation again because I had some
thing to say. 

Something else happened: the church 
filled the gaps while I was away with 
amazing speed and effectiveness! Anoth
er minister did a fine job in the pulpit 
while I was away; if he had not been 
there several of the members would have 
done a good job too. It's good for a church 
to hear the Word from a different per
spective once in a while, it is good to dis
cover that there are several people in the 
church who can teach and preach! Elders 
wrote builetin articles, members increased 
their hospital visitation, the whole church 
rallied around. I returned to a more ac
tive and alive church than I left. 

This is the way a minister stays at a 
church for twenty or thirty years and 
continues to do a good and productive 
job. This is the way a church can con
tinue to grow and be nurtured by the 
same minister over a long period of time 
-both minister and church need times 
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BILL LOVE 

when "absence makes the heart grow 
fonder." 

If you have ever bee.n locked into teach
ing a Sunday school class for years upon 
end, if you have been an elder and have 
struggled with church problems for 
twenty years without any time away, if 
you have taught ladies' Bible class "for
ever"-you know what the problem is 
with your preacher. It's time we quit 
passing burned out preachers around 
from church to church. If you're tired of 
your preacher-give him a break! 
1910 Bering Drive, Houston, Texas 77057 

If I Were the Devil ... 
JIM POUNDERS 

If I were the Devil, I certainly wouldn't 
waste all my time with committed sin
ners. They are lost, anyway. Instead, I 
would spend great amounts of time 
getting into the church and church mem
bers. If I could put a stop to those "do 
gooders," the lost wouldn't have a prayer, 
and the saved might get their wings 
clipped! 

So if I were the Devil, I would get into 
the church and I'd: 

1. Get them to cry "modern" anytime 
anyone went to the pulpit with anything 
except a version written in the language 
of the 17th century. 

2. Get them to debate among themselves 
about versions, tongue speaking, cooper
ation and a lot of other things on the 
periphery of a committed Christian life. 

3. Cause criticism everytime someone 
even mentioned helping the poor and hun
gry-especially those in other countries
using the ploy that most organizations 
sending relief to the hungry are commu
nist inspired and half the food doesn't 
get there anyway. 

4. Make them spend all of their time 
reading Acts 2 and Matthew 28 concern
ing the beginning of the church and keep 
them out of relevant daily life passages 
like Matthew 25 and Romans 8. 

5. Get them to argue among themselves 
about who has the greatest church and 
who is the greatest preacher (just as the 
early disciples argued among themselves 
over who had superiority). 

6. Promote underpaying the preachers, 
who would get discouraged because they 
couldn't pay their bills and would look 
for other jobs. 

7. Encourage elders who were constant
ly "serving tables" and refusing to get 
involved with "tending the flock." 

8. Get them to build bigger buildings 
every five years and refuse missionaries 
who come by for support because the 
building payments are so high. 

9. Convince elders that they should 
never visit the mission fields they sup
port; should never pay a missionary more 
money than the local preacher-even if 
his cost of living is greater, and should 
encourage the missionary to return horne 
at his first dissatisfaction, so that they 
could spend the money at home where "it 
would do more good anyway." 

The Power of Kindness 
G. F. RAINES 

Aesop, a Greek slave of the court of 
Croesus, taught many splendid truths 
about human nature in fables 600 years 
before Christ which are still known and 
appreciated throughout the civilized 
world. One of his best fables teaches a 
valuable lesson on the power of kindness 
in human relationships: 

One day the sun and the wind quar
reled about which was the stronger. The 
wind said: "I'll prove I am stronger 
than you. See that man down there with 
a coat? I can make him take his coat off 
quicker than you can. The wind blew 
furiously, but the harder it blew the 
tighter the man wrapped his coat around 
him. When the wind finally gave up, the 
friendly sun smiled kindly on the man, 
and he soon became so warm that he 
took off his coat. 

The moral of this ancient fable is: 
"Friendliness and kindness are always 
stronger and more effective than fury 
and force." 

The Holy Bible says: 
"A soft answer turneth away wrath: 

but grievious words stir up anger." 
(Prov. 15 :1.) 

"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness; consid
ering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 
(Gal. 6:1.) 

"And be ye kind one to another, tender
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 
(Eph. 4 :32.) 

"And the servant of the Lord must not 
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient. In meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves; if God per
adventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth." (2 Tim. 
2:24, 25.) 

10. Cause constant backbiting among 
preachers anytime any one of them "got 
to the top" or gained too much reputa
tion. 

11. Create doubt in the minds of church 
leaders about great evangelistic tools 
such as major radio and television pro
grams which could reach millions among 
the lost every day. 

12. Generate fear among church leaders 
that people are just not gonig to give like 
they used to and thus avoid setting any 
challenging or faith involved budgets. 

13. Create doubt among young people 
about the sincerity of belief of older 
church members by pointing up all the 
ways they fail to live ·daily the surren
dered life. 

14. Be sure that there were profession
al critics who would use all their time 
and energy speaking and writing criti
cisms of the brotherhood and being nega
tive about any progress in the church. 

15. Revive regularly the seven last 
words of a dying church: "We never did 
it that way before." 

In short, if I were the Devil, I would 
just keep on doing what I was doing so 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAflD MULLENS 

Mae D. Culver is Administrator for Sun
rise Christian School, a ministry of the 
Central Church of Christ, Bakersfield, 
California. He has served as pulpit minis
ter in California, Alaska, Virginia, Kan
sas1 and is a graduate of Abilene Christian 
Umversity.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 
564, Salado, Texas 76571 

The Biblical Basis for Christian 
Education 

MAC D. CULVER 

Christian education is based on clearly 
defined goals and objectives that are 
found in the Bible. Christian education 
means pre-school through university level 
training and includes all subject material 
to be taught from studies in the Bible to 
woodworking and mathematics. As we 
look at the basis of Christian education, 
let us clearly establish that whatever 
goals and objectives found in God's Word 
concerning education also apply to every 
Christian enterprise. 

Too often we hear of "church work" or 
"Christian work." This term is used gen
erally in contrast to "secular work." The 
Bible talks rather of "Whether, then, you 
eat or drink or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God." (I Cor. 10 :31.) 
Many of us have ignored our respon
sibility to follow the objectives of the 
Word of God because we have placed 
portions of our lives in neat little "boxes" 
and set aside the fact that God is Lord 
of all. The basis we give certainly is not 
exhaustive, but it will serve as a general 
guideline for more specific applications. 

First, as just mentioned, Paul reminds 
us that all we do is to the glory of God 
(1 Cor. 10:31). Revelation 4:11 states 
that the Lord is worthy to receive "glory" 
because he has created all things. He has 
the right to receive the glocy thus in all 
we do we as his children put him first. 
The only place such can be accomplished 
in education is in Christian education! 

Next we would focus our attention on 
the commandment of the Lord found in 
Matthew 28:19-20 which tells us to "go 
teach ... make disciples ... teach them 
to observe all I have commanded you." 
The ultimate objective of all is to make 
disciples. This is not merely a "church 
program" requirement, but a basic re
quirement of one who would himself be a 
disciple. Where but in Christian educa
tion can children be so impacted by the 
clear message of the risen Lord? Chris
tian teachers in a Christian school be
come "Living Curriculum'' so that others 
may see Christ living in them and be 
drawn to the Master. 

Parents are instructed in Ephesians 
6 :4, "And, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger; but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord." Paul further tells us in Ephesians 
4:11-16 that we are to mature, to equip 
the saints for the work of service. The 
implications of this passage are startling 

when we read it through the eyes of a 
Christian educator. Only Christian educa
tion can adequately equip the saints for 
complete, well rounded service. Christian 
education can equip the plumber, the 
computer technician, the lawyer, the 
preacher, and more. We are able to teach 
how to make a living and how to live! t 

This, however, does not mean that we 
are "information booths" only. We view 
the task of Christian education as train
ing those we teach to teach others also. 
Timothy was encouraged "And the things 
which you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses, these entrust 
to faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also." (II Tim. 2 :2). 

Christian education is based on the 
conviction that knowledge of the Bible 
and of Jesus Christ is essential to the 
development and growth of the individual 
in matters physical, mental, social, and 
spiritual. All truth is God's truth. To a 
Christian there is no difference between 
the secular and sacred, for all are sacred. 
Thus God's truth shines in mathematics, 
English, science, history, and all subjects. 
The reality of God is not something 
"tacked on in a Bible class or chapel." 
The reality of God and his truth is the 
basis of all that is. In using Jesus as our 
perfect example, we find him "Increasing 
in wisdom (mental) and stature (physi
cal), and in favor with God (spiritual) 
and men (social)." (Luke 2 :52). Educa
tion which ignores any aspect of man is 
less than a proper education and only 
Christian education can fill the require
ments. 

It is obvious from the sacred writings 
that education has always been of vital 
importance to God. Only when God's peo
ple properly educate their children do we 
find the Family of God prospering. Let 
us resolve that the Family of God will 
prosper now, and until he comes again. 

--o-----

Think on These Things 
J. C. BAILEY 

When Paul wrote to the Philippians he 
said:-"lf there be any virtue, and if 
there by any praise, think on these 
things" (Philippians 4:8) I have recently 
returned from my 12th trip to India. I 
did not have the religious papers for
warded so I have been doing a great deal 
of reading of 'our' papers in the last 
month. I have read Brother Paden's arti
cles and also the articles by Brother 
Lemmons as set forth in his editorials. 
They are not painting a very bright pic
ture of the church. I am sure that what 
they are saying needs to be said. How
ever, I would like to look at some other 
things on the other side. 

The first radio sermon I ever heard 
was in 1925. The preacher made this 
observation: It is always a crisis. It may 

· not be THE CRISIS but it is always a 
crisis. As far as the church is concerned 
since the days of the beginning of the 
Restoration Movement that has been true. 
History tells us of those who departed 
from the faith. So strong was the forces 
of digression that all might have been 
swept away except for the steadfastness 

of Jacob Creath Jr. Truly the picture was 
blacker then any time since the line was 
fully drawn with the Christian Church. 

Has there been a time in this century 
that we were not facing a crisis? Do you 
remember that Brother J. D. Tant always 
ended his articles with the words: "Breth
ren don't forget we are drifting?" Do 
you remember that in the early part of 
the century probably one third of the 
churches north of the Mason Dixon line 
were held under the influence of Daniel 
Sommers? Do you remember that Kech
erside was the strictest of the strict in 
advocating the peculiar doctrines of Som
mers, but then he swung to the other 
extreme and became very liberal in his 
views ? Do you remember the havoc that 
was caused by R. H. Boll with his pecu
liar theories? Any student, of history of 
the church, knows that the good old days 
are an illusion. It has always been a 
crisis. 

True, there was a time when the church 
grew very rapidly in certain Southern 
States but at that time I was a young 
preacher in Montana. There was not a 
single church building in the State and 
there was a little work in Richland Coun
ty and one congregation at Buffalo, Mon
tana There was not a church building in 
Saskatrchewan when I came here .. Even 
after World War II I preached in Alberta 
when there was one congregation consist
ing of 17 members. For forty years the 
digessives held sway in both Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick but there are con
gregations flourishing in both provinces 
now. 

At one time on a per capita basis there 
were more members of the church in the 
province of Prince Edward Island than 
any place in the world. However at the 
time when the church was making its 
great strides in the Southern States the 
Christian Church was taking_ over every
thing on the Island and they control 
everything to this day. 

Even in the good old days, all was not 
as it should be. Foregin evangelism was 
largely non existent. Do you not remem
ber the old cliche: You do not need to get 
your feet wet to be a missionary? We had 
not done much overseas before 1947 and 
we did not expect to do muck. A good 
brother at the ACC Lectureship in 1947 
said we will not baptize 5000 people over
seas in this generation. Despite this 
statement, inside of the next ten years 
there should be more members of the 
church overseas than there are in the 
U.S.A. The way things are moving right 
now Nigeria on a per capita basis and 
India on a actual number basis will soon 
be competing with the U.S.A. for num
ber of members. Great work is going on 
in some other countries. 

So Brothers cry aloud and spare not 
about our sins. The voice of reform must 
never be dead. Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty. But as you warn us of 
the dangers that beset ~s, remember. that 
in some ways, never, m modern tm~es, 
were we doing as much as we are domg 
now. Despite grave dangers in s_ome ways 
our teaching never was as Scriptural as 
it is now. I remember as a boy when we 

Continued on page 11 
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ANOTHER CONGREGATION 
ESTABLISHED 

In Spain we convert souls, but we also 
provide them with buildings and spiritual 
homes. For that reason we are constantly 
opening meeting-places and establishing 
Churches. 

The last congregation established has 
been in Tarrasa, a city with 200,000 in
habitants about 20 K.ms from Barce
lona. Here, a Spanish couple is working. 
Enrique and Noemi Martorell. These 
brethren were converted in the same city 
of Tarrasa. They studied in the White's 
Ferry School of Preaching, in West Mon
roe, and they came back to Spain. The 
Martorell family is fully supported by 
the Turnpike Church of Christ, in Grand 
Prair ie, Texas, that for many years is 
faithfully supporting the Church in Spain. 
Juan A. Monroy, Apartado 2.029, Madrid-
2. Spain. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1-5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960·2316 

Reprints of any single poge article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop-

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 1es nc" accepted. 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• tuition Free 
• VA Ap~roved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• Operating Since 1970 
• Located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801--817 /429·1403 

2nd ANNUAL 

HOT SPRINGS SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 1, 2, 3, 1981 • HOT SPRINGS, AR 
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WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 

Cline Paden 
Charles Hodge 
G. P. Holt 
Reuel Lemmons 
Jerry Jones 
Mid McKnight 
Doyle Maynard 
Jule Miller 

Judy Miller 
Nick Young 
Opalene Kail 
AI Jolly 
Pat Glenn 
Mike Peters 
David Burke 
Jerome Williams 

SOULer ENERGY for the '80s 

For more information, contact: 
Richard Street Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 501/624-4132 
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THINK ON THESE THINGS 
(Continued from page 9) 

heard of the great meetings in the South 
one Northern preacher said to me: 
"Southerners are very emotional and it is 
easy to get them to be baptized but they 
do not stick." Despite growth in the 
North the church is still stronger in the 
South. On a per capita basis no more stick 
in the Northern U.S.A., or Canada, than 
do in the South. 

Looking at the church from my posi
tion on the very perimeter of the church 
work in America I may see grave dangers 
that do not seem so apparent to other 
brethren but the church is going forward. 

white horse has gone forth conquering 
and to conquer and I hope to be part of 
that triumphant army. 
131 8th Ave. S.E., Dauphin, Manitoba 
Canada R7N 2E8 

IF I WERE THE DEVIL . .. 
(Continued from page 8) 

effectively, and watch church members 
drop out and churches fall apart before 
my very eyes. 
P.O. Box 1505, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

Thomas McDonald, P.O. Box 306, Gra
vette, Ark.: We had five baptisms recent
ly at Gravette. The church here should be 
able to fully suppor t a preacher in the 
near future. At that time I hope to assist 
some other congregation that is not able 
to pay a full salary for preaching. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Lear':' to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK OIRECTOR. Send 
f.or details to School of Personal Evange· 
l1sm, at Church of Christ, 3380 Colem an 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM I 

The Amen Ministry wor1ta wllh lallhlul CMallan con. 
tocta on Military lnatallallona wOflclwlde thai oro welling to 
help your loved onu - u they have helped wllh · the 
oplrlluol and physical needs of lhousonda of othera during 
the past tour years. This service Is tree! 

Send their nome. complete oddress, phone and military 
lnatallollon, II known, along with yout ,.,. and addreu 
to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

t CHURCH OF CHRIST 
~ 3201 North S.vonth Slrlll ~ Weal Monroe. Loulalana 712V1 

Americ:an Military Evan,;eliain,; Nationo 

There is no great work wher e the Re
storation had its beginning in U.S.A. 
The center of work has shifted south and 
west. It could be that the center of the 
work may even shift to another nation. 
If the work in Nigeria can grow from one 
enquiring policeman to well over 100,000 
in one generation, if the work in India 
can grow from 80 members in three small 
congregations to about 200,000 in 18 
years, t hen we should not be surprised if 
in another generation that the work be
comes more pronounced in some other 
nation rather than the U.S.A. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

There are reports about the Indian and 
Nigerians not being faithful but I would 
remind my brethren in the Southern 
U.S.A. that that is what Canadians and 
people in the North said about you 60 
years ago. 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 

So, "though the loss sustained our 
spi rit often grieves" He who rides the 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

• .. ~ 
.;. _ 

I ... 
.. 

.... JQIII80II 

Vol. !-Gospels and Acts .... .. ....... . .... . .. . $7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume . . .... .. ... . ........... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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MISSIONARY NEEDS 
EMERGENCY RELIEF 

J ames Johnson, and his w ife Eva, have 
worked ma ny year s in India. Brother 
Johnson conducts a training school for 
nat ive church leaders and is concent r at
ing on developing s tability in new con
ver ts. His work is badly needed and is 
producing ·much good frui t . Although 
baptizing people is not his principle 
work, he has baptized 14 in t he school in 
three mont hs. 

Bro. J ohnson depends on a jeep to get 
around the city. The jeep has j ust about 
disintegrated. A new one is beyond the 
possibility of obtaining because of price. 
A complete overhaul of the old vehicle 
was over $1,000. He decided on this 
course. Now t he bill is due. We have per
sonally made a number of appeals for t he 
suppor t of brother J ohnson's work. We 
have seen i t first hand. This f ine man 
and his wife deserve our support. Let all 
who read this, and who can, send brother 
J ohnson a contribution to not only r epair 
his t ranspor tation but put his work on a 
more sound f inancial footing. Send to 
J ames A. J ohnson, 35 Lock St., Kottur, 
Madr as, Tamil Nadu, 600085, India. 

-Editor 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

12 ~39ti) ' 

NIV Standard Cloth a nd Leather Editions 
Large Palatino type in single colum~ format; 
paragraphed for easy reading; unique subject 
headings; brief clarifying notes; 16 pages of 
exclusive Zondervan 4·color maps; printed on 
quality Zonderlite"' Super· India Bible paper
only 1 !4" thin! Leather editions feature top grain 
cowhide with full edge· lined binding style, gold 

edges and stamping, ribbon marker and presenta· 
tion pages. Size, 6" x 9". 
Dark Brown Skivertex* hardcover with gold 
s tamped lettering, 80640, S 17.95 
Black Leather, 80650. $49.95 
Burgundy Leather. 80652, $49.95 
Tan Leather, 80653, $49.95 

NIV Double Column Cloth and Leather Editions 
An alternative, double·column format preserving 
the beauty of the typographic design of prose and 
poetry unique to the NIV. Clear Palatino typeface, 
printed on quality ZonderliteTM Bible paper. 
Includes 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 4·color 
maps. Leather editions come in top grain ·cowhide 
with full edge· lined binding style, gold edges and 

stamping, ribbon marker and presentation pages. 
Size, 6" x 9". 
Dark Brown Skillerte~ hardcover with gold 
stamped lettering, 80600, S 14.95 
Black Leather, 80620, $47.95 
Burgundy Leather. 80622, $47.95 
Tan Leather, 80623, $47.95 

" 

NIV Worship and Handi-Size· Leather Editions 
Practical size and price make this NIV Bible the 4-color maps; ribbon marker and presentation 
perfect choice for church worship use. Easy-to· read pages. Printed on quality Zonderlite"' Bible paper. 
Palatino type. Size, SY.6" x 7%". Top grain cowhide with full edge·lined bindinq 
Dark Brown Skiverte~ hardcover with gold style. gold edges and stamping. Size, 5)12'' x 7~". 
stamped lertering, 80670, S9.95 Black Leather, 80675, $43.95 
Beautifu l Handi·Size Leather Editions are ideal Burgundy Leather, 80677, $43.95 
for personal use and Bible study. Easy·to·read Tan Leather. 80678, $43.95 
Palatino type; 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 
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PAN AMERICAN LECTURESIDP 
I NFORl\fA 'I' ION 

We have been forced by political instabili
ty in Latin America, to move the 1981 Pan 
American Lectureship to Merida, Mexico, 
just across the border f rom Guatamala in 
t he Yucatan peninsula. It is an excellent 
location. We have a number of strong 
l\fexican churches in t he area, a beautiful 
geographical setting, ancient indian ruins , 
and modern indian culture to visit. We 
feel that you will be well pleased with the 
change. 

The lectureship will be held in the Holi
day Inn, Nov. 2-7. It is a fantastic package. 
Here is what we have: Round trip, by 
Continental airlines from H ouston, plus 
Hotel, Airport transfers, bags handled. 
maid service and taxes, all for $292 per 
person . We have only 59 plane reservations 
at this price on a first-come-first served 
basis. The same package out of Dallas, on 
Texas International for $307 per person, 
with 75 scats available. Out of New Or
leans we have 75 seat s on Avitaca at $300 
per person. T11ese are the prices today and 
are subject to any advances. Tickets pur
chased will be honored a t the price paid. 
Thus, prompt, paid reservations a re in 
order now. Send to Pan American Lecture
ship, Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767. 

-Reuel Lemmons 

T. B. Crews, 6059 Azle Avenue; Ft. 
Worth, Texas 76135; April 23, 1981 : In 
the past year the Northwest church has 

suffered a hea'-y loss of members due to 
personality clashes and shock waves from 
some of our workshops; gone through a 
preacher change under trying circum
stances; and lost the use of all their build
ing except the annex due to a devastating 
$550,000.00 fire. Conducting two morning 
services in the annex, reclaiming seven 
of our class r ooms shortly after the fire, 
and with a new spirit of determination, 
things have settled down, and everything 
looks good. S ix have been baptized through 
ou r open Bible studies, and several others 
have been restored and placed member
ship. We should be back in our auditorium 
by June first. I believe t he Lord is bless
ing our efforts, and within a year we 
would be back to where we were. Thus far 
we ha,·en't dropped any of the works we 
were supporting and do not believe we will 
have to do so. 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold R oad 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy ]. Hearn, Directo1· 
Ph one (901 ) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

ond application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

IUJt 
Can you alford 1\ to build? 
Ma ny congregat ions are discovering how to 
fi nance new build ing prog rams ... eve n in 
these l imes . 

Church fina n cing is our bus iness. Write or call us 
for free informa tion. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-560 3 

"The Cornerstone of Chur ch Financing" 

1981 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
ARRANGED BY FOWLER TOURS 

(1) MARITIME CANADA 
Septe mber 11-26 

Visiting Quebec, Montrea l, Nova Scot ia, 
Prince Edward Is la nd, New Brunswick 

Escorted by Hulen and Guille J ackson 

(2) NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 1-8 
Visiting New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshi re, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut 

(3) 
(Sixth Annua l) 

MEDITERRANEAN HOLY LAND 
LECTURESHIP TOURS 

Visiti ng Egypt, Is rael, 
Greece and Turkey 

October 9-23 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(4) 
ISRAEL AND SWITZERLAND 

September 28-0ctober 12 
One week in Israel and one week 

in Switzerland 
Escorted by Harvey and Sue Porter 

(5) AFRICAN ADVENTURE 
Novmber 4-21 

Visiting South Africa and Kenya 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(6) 
IRELAND EMERALD ISLE 

October 2-10 
Visiting Dublin, Waterford, Blarney, 

Killarney, Galway and Shannon 
Sponsored by Abilene Christ ian 

University 

(7) CHINA 
July 5-23, 1982 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Shanghai, 
Kwei li n and Canton plus Tokyo 

and Hong Kong 
Escorted by Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES ---------, 
FF-6 ·Bl 

FOWLER TOURS 
13 101 PRESTON RD., SU ITE 4 11 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

NAML------------------------------------------

ADDRESS--------------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, ZIP 
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SPONSORS NEEDED 

It is reported that only 9% of the peo
ple of the world speak English as their 
first language, that which they learned 
from their mother, and that 94% of those 
who preach do so among the 9%. That 
seems a .bit out of balance. Similarly, 
one-third of the nations of the world (65) 
do not have a single congregation of the 
Lord's Church. A big block of these is 
French Africa with 21 nations. Only two 
of these nations have had French speak
ing Americans working for the Lord. 
Africans are reported to have done some 
work in three other countries of this 
group, but. we have so much to do among 
t hese people that still have souls even if 
they do speak another language. 

Workers have been hard to find. It is 
an "extra mile" to learn another lan
guage, but this is not the present prob
lem. Three experienced families who know 
French have said they will go, and an
other man wants to work with a congre
gation for a year before going. Where 
are the sponsors? As Paul said, " ... how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And 

how shall they preach except they be 
sent?" These brethren want to go to 
those who have not heard the simple gos
pel of Christ, whjch they must have Ol' 
perish. Can the love of God abide in us 
if we do not help them to get there? Who 
will send? Contact Carl B. Robinson, 395 
Coventry Drive, Nashville, Tennessee, 
37211. Phone ( 615) 834-4466. 

INCLUDE Y O UR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PREAl:HINIJ 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Adm inistrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course 
• VA Approved 
• No Tuition 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Practical Training 
• "What" and " How" To Preach 

• Experi enced Qualified Faculty 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives 

• Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·- ·- ·-· 

Recordex 145 
No. 1(15 
U.e.:ular $589. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
~1 ANF'. COST $4-10.00 

Introducing 
Record ex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

Nu. 345 
Hegular $1.795. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF'. COST $1.195 

Recordex 345 
~ ........................ .... ..•.••... .........................•..... , .................. . .... .. . 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 
__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 

60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) 
= 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J . P. Kelly, 324 West Park Avenu e 
Groe n lo eld. IN 46140 · 317· 462· 3648 

Name 

O Chec.k OMoney Order urd" Address 
O Visa OMastercard exp dare 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~~S City. State. Zip FF --.-.-.-.-. - .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.-.. 
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old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to rellre, and we're 
searching for a maturo, oxperJonced man to 
step in and contlnue growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a building program scheduled 
for comflollon in December 1981. Will con
sider aJ a pplicants a s getting tho right man 
is most important. Six room horne available. 
For additional information, send letter of in
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harrisburg, IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252·6415. 

emplo(Yees 
Of: 

cbor<cbes ~ CbRJst: 
rnsor<once gr<.oap ., .. .... • 

E,C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits for Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... $250,000.00 

•IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT . . 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED ......... .... .. $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE ........ In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 

$94.79 

$39.23 

(One Time Only) .. .. .. .. .. .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376·8087 

"ServitJg the Need of Our Brethrm 
Since 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION~JUNE 23, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertislnl' ln tbJs section $1.50 per llno. Designed especially to accommodato consre~rations 

advertislnlr meetln~r places, preachers seeki.n~r work or congregations seekln~r preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preachin~r-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.2S 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., JA.PA.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrl=-t, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvlnlr St., corner of 
lrving & ArlinS'ton Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0636. Worship with us·-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THA.l\1, N. J,, Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o~r;..,.,..;;:3,44=·-=5..;,7J:-:9:.;.'.....,..,=-==~===-

BA.Y A.RmA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, California 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E.. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisb:r, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
__..__..__..__..~M:E:T:R~O~-=DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4'149 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. JIO'l'a'aD Ave., 
u.s. 460 East Oppoalte K-Mart. Office 4'1'1• 
52'11, Dobb7 Wade, Min, 4'16-4058, 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
VUlUA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28tb St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6876. 
RESERVE, NEW MEXICO. The Church has been 
established in this small community in the beautiful 
Gila Wilderness. The building is located south of 
town on the highway. Please worship with us when 
you are In the area. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CRRTST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Searching for a preacher? I will help you to estab
lish contact with the following individual. Age, 45, 
married, B.S. deg-ree, 17 years experience. Contact: 
Bert Mercer, Crestview Church of Christ. 816 New 
Road, Waco, Tx. 76710. Phone: (office) 817-776-0711 
(home) 817-776-4293. 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies in your area. 
Many sell for under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 
Ext. #566 for your directory on how to purchase. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord ! Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and g'irls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congrCB'Iltion who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights. and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78056. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan, Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
Preacher wanted after July 1st, 1981. Sound man 
with emphasis on personal work : Must be able to 
work effectively with military/civilian population. 
Send resume, photo, references, and taped sermons 
to: Elders, Church of Christ, P.O. Box 576, 111 
Roosevelt Road, Jacksonville, N.C. 28540. 
For sale, song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 130 books in good condition. Make 
us an offer, you pay freight. Church of Christ, Box 
544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. Ph. ( 817) 583-4425. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-Would like to relocate 
this summer. A 1971 graduate of Preston Road 
School of Preaching. Contact Dennis Crecelius, P .0. 
Box 209, Italy, Tx. 76651 or Phone 214-483-6938. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
ELECTRONIC TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, for En
terprise Square USA at Oklahoma Christian Col
lege, opening January 1, 1982. Applicant should 
have training and experience in the maintenance 
and repairs of electronic and audio-visual equip
ment. Inquiries to: Robert H. Rowland, Oklahoma 
Christian College, Rt. 1, Box 141, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73111. 
Mountain States Children's Home Is in need of 
house parents who can love, counsel, care for and 
be understanding to the needs of children. House
parents must be dedicated, mature and stable in 
this ministry. Mountain States Children's Home Is 
situated on 155 acres along the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountain Range with a panoramic view of 
Longs Peak to the west. Salary, living expenses, 
transportation and fringe benefits are provided. 
Contact Earl Herrington, Supt., P.O. Box 1097, 
Longmont, Colorado 90501. Phone: 303-776-6841. 

WANTED: YOUTH MINISTER 
for a congregation experiencing a 40% expansion 
over the last two years in a St. Louis, Missouri 
suburb. Call 314-391-6697 or 314-391-8305 or write 
the Lafayette Church of Christ, 115 New Ballwin 
Road, Ballwin, Missouri 63011. 
BUS-1957 FLXIBLE. two-level, 45 capacity, Good 
condition. Good glass and fuel mileage. Perfect for 
church bus or for conversion to camper. Call (501) 
268-6161, ext. 336 or write Harding University, 
Station A. Box 851, Searcy, AR 72143 

NEED MATURE GOSPEL PREACHER 
Average Bible Study Attendance-75, Average Wor
ship Attendance---117, Congregation Estnblished-
1961. Debt Free. Supporting Stateside and Foreign 
Missions. Supporting Childrens Homes. No Elclers. 
Salary negotiable with 4 bedroom, 2 bath residence 
furnished. 
Send Resume to: Terrace Hills Church of Christ, 
3601 North Golder, Odessa, Texas 79762. 
Nights call: Dale Lewis-915-362-3132, B. J. Moore 
- {115-3fl6-8743. 
There will he a Homecoming July 12. 1981 nt the 
Downtown Church of Christ in Morrilton. Arkan
sas. \Ve would like to have as many former mem
bers and ministers as possible for this day of 
worship and fellowship. Pot luck dinner will be 
served foJJowed by singing in the afternoon. 

MINISTER NEEDED, Church of Christ, Sixth & 
Vine, Maryville, Missouri. 
MaryviJie is u. city of some 10,000 people and Is the 
home of Northwest Missouri State University which 
has an enrollment of over 4,000. 
We have a congregation of approximately 70 mem
bers. We are self-supporting, but do not as yet 
have an eldership. We earnestly desire to have a 
mature man located with us to help us grow. 
Those Interested in this vacancy should send a 
resume, sermon recording, and other supportive 
materials if necessary to the church of Christ, Box 
31, Maryville, Mo., 64468. For further information 
call: 816-927-3616 or 816-582-8003. 

INVBSTIGA.TBI The Firm Foundatloa 
tria to •creea adTertlaiD~r, aDd will aot 
kllowlngi7 take quntlonable advert~a~ac. 
But It Is the rcader'a ..e•pon .. biUf}" to Ia• 
vestlgate. Like an7 othe'l' paper. we aomc
tlmea unwlttlntr:il" run DD unworth7 aiL 
A.. the old •cal"lllll' &'Oe•, before 701:1 InveR. 
lnveatla:atel 

SUNSET SCHOOL 
OF 

CHINESE STUDIES 
3723 34th Street 

Lubbock, TX 79410 
Tel: (806) 792-5191 

• Two year curriculum. 
• New class every Sept. 
• Chinese Mandarin taught 

daily. 
• Campaigns to Chinese pop

ulaces of U.S. & Canada. 

Come With Us 

HOLY LAND 
August 3, 1981 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Send for Brochure. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Chri.stian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becam.e easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized rhe value of having a concor
dance ro the Bible they're using. With 
it every ver ·c and word in rhc Bible 
can easily be located. Now users of the 
New International Versio n Bible, 
America's lending new translation, can 
enjoy the full dimen ·ion of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The 11\f 
Complece Concordance is here! 

He re is how The N/\1 Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
study: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with ease. 

• A qunncr of a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NIV Bible. 

• All words arc cross-referenced to 
every spelling variation and variant 
form. 

• Words selected arc listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the lV listed in its 
biblical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and titles of God is 
given with irs context. 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
NIV spelling and help you avoid 
having to think of ·the word's dic
tionary form. 

You can usc it faster than most other 
concordances! 

• lo phrases arc given as separate 
entries. (Example: All entries arc 
li · rccl under "heart" nor broken 
down into "pu re heart" o r "your 
heart", etc.) A real time saver as you 
do not h:wc to go through many 
separate lists to find the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout speed s loca t ion of 
desired verse because the first and 
last words of each page arc listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
ence. Plus the type is clear and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

With all these benefi ts it's easy to see 
how with The IV Complere Concor
dance you'll be locating verses faster ... 
enjoying topical and word studies a 
never before. 

The NIVComplete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International \ersion Bible. 

by Edward W Goodrick & John R. Kohlenberger Ill 
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Send your order in NOW . .. 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of The N IV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
10'J'o postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5'J'o sales tax. ) 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ ___ 
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THAILAND IS PRODUC ING ITS OWN PREACHERS. Typical of the young 
men of Thailand, who are carrying the gospel to their people , is this group 
of preacher-students who attend the training school in Nongkhai, Thailand. 
These men have been espec ially active in teaching and baptizing among 
the refugees who have streamed across the border from C ambodia in re
cent months. 

Austin, Texas, June 30, 1981 
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The Breakdown of Restoration 

What began as a noble attempt to eliminate error 
in the existing religious bodies of t he day, in too many 
instances has become a jealous defense of a sect. There 
is a vast difference between bringing all religious 
people who are in error together upon t he Scriptures, 
and in taking a position and converting the world to 
it. It was the concept of the pioneers of t he Restora
t ion to bring together all the sects by eliminating the 
unique features that made them sects and returning 
them all to the Bible as a sole authority in religion, 
and a complete and sufficient r ule of faith and practice. 

As movements begin to age they begin to deterior
rate. Institutions, like buildings, as they get older, begin 
to show the cracks and rotten spots that are in the 
process of destroying them. As the church that devel
oped out of the Restoration movement gradually per
fected its practices it became a certain law unto itself. 
As we perfect our procedures we creedalize. Soon we 
are defending a position rather than searching for 
truth. 

The church has a difficult task in letting new things 
happen, while it on the other hand holds to eternal 
things; things that are never new and never old. We 
have had several sectarian divisions along the way 
because minority groups among t he brethren have 
assumed positions and defended them with dogged 
determination. Somewhere they lost the deep yearning 
for truth in the assumption that they had found it. 

Our religion probably needs to be pared back down 
today to the bare essentials, which essentials must be 
held inviolate. We can then dress essentials in what
ever garb the needs and demands of the times may 
require. We have developed programs and parapher
nalia for doing what we want to do, and sometimes we 
have not been as careful as we should have been to 
square everything with the Scriptures. We will have 
to get our own house in order. We have trouble talking 
to others about New Testament Christianity, and the 
New Testament church, because we have growing dif
ferences between ourselves and the New Testament 
church. 

Critical br thren have no right to make anything a 
test of fellowship that the Scriptures do not make a 
test of fellowship. Most of our walls are spite fences 
built by those who have had difficulty in separating 
the cultural from the Scriptural. We will never be able 
to speak intelligently to our religious neighbors from 
a sectarian point of view. They are already acquainted 
with that. 

We would ask no man to give up any truth he may 
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ever have possessed-only his error. Any honest per
son would be agreeable to that. If we stuck with our 
plea to return all religious people to the Bible we would 
find a grand reception around the world, just as Scott, 
Campbell and others did. 
Ther~ are "people movements" going on in every 

sectarian body, and upon every continent on earth. 
Honest, sincere people are searching for truth . Their 
abandonment of sectarian religion is evidence that it 
has been weighed in the balances and found wanting. 
The abandonment of the church by more t han 50 % 
of those who have been baptized into it is just as glar
ing proof that they have weighed what we call the 
church and found it wanting too. It is wanting, not 
at the point where it opts for t he Scriptures, but 
at the point where it establishes its practices and 
requires everyone else to say "shibboleth." 

It is a strange phenomenon that those who cr iticize 
the cults so much are the most cultish. But that is 
the nature of cultism. A cult must think of itself as 
"the only Loyal church." And it must make converts 
to that position or go out of business. To uphold its 
cultish position it must brand everything and every
body else apostate. You can build up a following that 
way. People will follow blindly and send in their money 
dutifully, thinking they have done t he Lord a favor. 
When a man, or group of men, exercises control over 
members, doctrine or programs, and becomes the deter
miner of right and wrong, you have a cult. 

Cultism frees people from decision making. They 
just have to think like Brother so-and-so thinks. They 
have to hate those he hates, and draw lines against 
those he draws lines against. That's t he way all cults 
are formed-inside and outside the church. When a 
leader's words, or writings, become law we are in t rou
ble. Maybe it's time we went back to basics again. We 
must do it periodically. 

Restoration has broken down and we have a whole 
spectrum of sects as a result. We are talking to our
selves and the world is not listening. Our printed 
materials and Mass media presentations go largely 
ignored because we are no longer appealing to people 
of all religious backgrounds to come together and unite 
upon the Scriptures, and are, rather, defending a posi
tion which we have taken. 
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In recent years we have been hearing 
or reading an increasing number of state
ments to the effect that "we" think "we" 
are the only Christians, yet Alexander 
Campbell and most of the great leaders 
of the Restoration Movement expressly 
denied that, and taught rather that we 
should think of ourselves as "Christians 
only." 

I am not sure who that "we" is sup
posed to represent, but in some cases 
those writing have seemed to imply that 
there is a group in the "Church of Christ" 
denomination that thinks they are the 
only Christians, but there are certainly 
Christians in "the other denominations" 
too! We have heard that kind of state
ment most of our life from sectarians, and 
have come to expect it from those who 
have ·no concept of New Testament Chris
tianity, but it is always disturbing when 
those who claim membership in the Lord's 
church think and speak of it in denomi
national terms and make slurring remarks 
about the church our Lord died for. 

We are deeply saddened, but very sure, 
that there are those who think of them
selves as having joined the "Church of 
Christ" church, because their opinion is 
that it is one of the best denominations 
in some respects-although very narrow 
minded and arrogant. It was expressed 
this way to me by a woman who said 
she got the idea from her pastor, the 
"Church of Christ preacher": "If it is 
true that sprinkling is satisfactory, then 
immersion is certainly just as good-and 
maybe a little safer. Everyone admits 
that singing is satisfactory, so if instru
mental music is all right, we are still 
on the safe side by just singing. So our 
denomination (the reasoning went) is just 
as good as any, and probably safer in 
most respects, but we should certainly not 
be S<! narrow-minded as to suggest that 
we are the only Christians." With that 
sort of viewpoint, I would certainly agree 
that such a group should not consider 
themselves the "only Christians." In fact, 
it is probable that one could leave off 
the first word of the expression and still 
have a true statement. 

Perhaps an illustration or two may 
make some Biblical truths shine more 
brightly. Suppose several persons came 
together and decided: "We should be in 
the 'religion business,' for there is money 
and power in it if we handle it just 
right." So they sit down to decide on the 
name and procedures of the organization 
they plan to form. They think of several 
names, and come up with one that has 
a good solid "ring" to it-"The Church 
of Christ." Then they debate about vari
ous practices and methods of organiza
tion. They decide that a $60,000 pipe 
organ is a little more than they can 
handle until they can bilk a credulous 
public out of some hard-earned money. 
So they will simply secure some good 
singers and get along with that. To de
termine how to initiate a person into 
membership of the organization, they take 
a vote and decide that a good, dignified, 
and beautifully meaningful ceremony 
would be to immerse the person, properly 
clad in a white robe, while the officiating 
dignitary solemnly intones, "I now bap-

"Christians Only" or 
"The Only Christians"? 

T. PIERCE BROWN 

tize you into the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit for the 
remission of your sins." We could go on 
with various points, but when we get 
through, we should be aware that the 
organization they have thus formed is 
not the church of Christ of which we 
read in the Bible, and those who join 
such an organization are neither thereby 
"the only Christians" nor "Christians 
only", no matter what formula they used 
in baptism! 

It is altogether possible, though per
haps improbable, that a person might 
hear, believe, and obey the gospel in con
nection with something that was being 
done by that group or some member of 
it. Such a person would be a Christian, 
a member of the church of Christ (which 
are not two things, but one). And he 
might for a while linger in fellowship 
with that group before he discovered that 
it did not come into existence, nor did 
it operate by the authority of God. 

Again, let us imagine ourselves drop
ping in on some lonely African village 
where some passing missionary, would 
travel, or soldier had left a copy of 
the Bible. We find some half-naked na
~ives sitting around a Bongo drum, beat
mg out the message of the gospel to 
another tribe, and thus worshipping God. 
We inquire into their beliefs and prac
tices. We discover that they had read 
or heard the Word, and as a result of 
the things written had come to a belief 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 
(John 20:31). They had accepted him as 
Lord and Christ (Acts 2 :36), and by his 
authority, or in his name, had been im
mersed in water into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit for the remission of their sins 
(Matt. 28:19, Acts 2:38). Thus they be
came a part of the body of Christ (I Cor. 
12: 13) and were added to the church of 
the Lord (Acts 2:47). We ask them, 
"What do you call yourselves, in a relig
ious sense?" They reply, "We are 'Baptist'· 
for we have all been baptized into Christ, 
and are trying to show our love and re
spect for his commandments. But we are 
disturbed that our brothers across the 
valley whom we have taught about the 
same Lord have decided to call themselves 
by the title 'Methodists', for they say 
they are firmly committed to using only 
the methods which Christ and his apostles 
authorized in religious matters." 

Does their failure to understand some 
things that now seem clear to us "un
Christianize" them? I do not know of 
any sound gospel preacher in the Lord's 
church that so teaches. If someone says, 
"We think 'we' are the 'only Christians' " 
and means by that expression that "we" 
think some "Church of Christ" preacher 
had to teach those men and they had 
to believe and obey some "Church of 

Christ doctrine" (whatever that is), I 
reply, "I do not know of any preacher 
of the Lord's church that so teaches." 
Would we be justified in meeting and 
worshipping God with them, and calling 
them "brethren"? I do not know of any 
faithful preacher who denies that we 
would! 

But let us presume that as we met 
and studied with them that they learned 
that Acts 11 :26 says, "The disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch." We 
find in Colossians 3: 17 that "Whatsoever 
we do in word or deed" is to be done 
by the authority of Christ, and in 2 Peter 
4: 16, "If any man suffered as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this name." We can rest 
assured that if these persons had really 
accepted Jesus as the Lord and Master, 
and had actually become partakers of the 
Divine nature and had been ·made Sons 
of God through faith in Christ Jesus 
by being baptized into him, they would 
begin to glorify God by wearing the name 
of Christ, and would practice what they 
did practice by his authority, when they 
found his will in the matter. 

Of course a person does not have to 
know all of God's will in order to be a 
Christian! Those persons who obeyed the 
gospel on the first Pentecost after the 
resurrection of Christ probably did not 
know how often they could be taking 
the Lord's Supper, and they certainly 
were not called Christians at that time. 
But if a person arrogantly resists the 
authority of Jesus at any one point, we 
do not need to debate the point as to 
whether or not they had ever been Chris
tians. It would not matter, for we could 
no longer properly have fellowship with 
they did in deliberate disregard of the 
them, if they persisted in doing what 
authority of the Lord. Surely there can 
be no doubt of the fact that there are 
those whom we recognize and fellowship 
as brothers in Christ that are not, and 
there are those whom we do not know and 
recognize as brother who are. 

When the question is raised, "Are there 
Christians in denominations?" two or 
three things are often implied. First, it 
may be implied that if there are, we 
should fellowship the denomination. Sec
ond, it may be implied that we should be 
in fellowship with every person who has 
been born into the family of God, no 
matter what doctrine he may now espouse, 
or what religious practice he endorses! 
Third, it may be implied that if there 
are Christians in a denomination, they 
somehow got there by the authority or 
approbation of Christ. None of these im
plications are so! 

This true incident may help to under
stand the truth about the matter. A man 
in France in World War II was reading 
his Bible. He read of Jesus and his life 
and death. He read his commands. He 
found what Peter said in Acts 2 :38, and 
what Paul was told in Acts 22 :16. He 
called his chaplain and requested to be 
baptized into Christ for the remission of 
his sins. The chaplain, though a Baptist, 
complied. He had never attended a church 
of Christ, but naturally assumed the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Moving Up" to the Eldership 
HERSHEL OYER 

Our concept of the eldership in the church is often carnal 
or just worJdly. It is really the old error which Jesus sought 
to correct among his very own apostles. cf Matt. 20 :20-28 

Reuel Lemmons, in a recent Firm Foundation editorial, told 
of being involved in a seminar on the work of elders. One of" 
the speakers voiced the opinion that a man ought to "serve 
first as a deacon and then move on .up." This brother reflects 
the concept that the eldership is "higher up" than the deacon
ship. Commenting on this attitude brother Lemmons said: 

"Unconsciously we betray, time after time, the fact that 
we think of elders as highest ranking officials rather 
than the humble servants the Bible pictures them to be. 
We make status differences between members, deacons and 
elders when the Bible makes none." 

Let us suppose that you hear a knock on your door some 
evening and, opening the door, you see me standing there. 
But along with me you also see three young children. I explain 
then my purpose in coming. The three children are homeless. 
They need some loving man to become a father to them; some
one to proviqe their physical needs and give them the guid
ance so necessary for growing children. Knowing you to be 
a charitable and fatherly man, I ask you to give these 
children a home under your roof. You ask, of course, for 
a little time to consider the matter. You want your wife 
to help make this decision which will also demand much of 
her. Before God you are facing a choice that can only be 
made after much prayer. In the face of such a soul-searching 
challenge, would you think that I was placing a "promotion" 
before you? That I was asking you to "move up?" 

The eldership is like that man who takes the responsibility 
to be a father to some homeless children. The elder takes on 
a very weighty responsibility; he is not being asked to take 
a step up the ecclesiastical ladder. 

It is truly an honor to be selected by a congregation to be 
one of its elders. The elders who give of -their time to 
"labor in the word and doctrine (teaching)" are worthy of 
double honor .. i.e. the respect of the congregation plus such 
financial assistance as an elder might need for his livelihood. 
cf 1 Tim. 6:17, 18 that just and due honor neither I nor any 
other should deny or diminish. 

But, somehow, over the years, we have gotten the idea that 
it is more honorable to be an elder in the church than to 
be anything else. The impression is left that if a man can 
reach the eldership that he has "risen as high as he can 
go in the church." 

This carnal, worldly view of the eldership has done untold 
harm to the church. In some congregations it is difficult to 
get elders, or additional elders, appointed because of this 
error. How often does some brother keep other brethren from 
being appointed to the eldership simply because he cannot be 
appointed? He pretends to raise objections when the sole 
problem is that he does not want these others to be "higher 
up" in the church than he is! If he were in position to be 
appointed you would see his objections to the others dissipate 
like the morning .dew in summer. 

Now, that same man does not object to others doing good 
works which he is not doing-leading singing, teaching a 
Bible class, being a bus captain, etc. He does not hinder any 
who is asked to lead in these good works. But, when others 
are asked to be elders and he is not so asked, he may become 
upset and act very unbrotherly. He may even .decide to leave 
the congregation and worship elsewhere. Why the difference? 
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The works or services do not arouse his envy; the "office" 
which symbolizes prestige and prominence gets to him! 

The eldership is primarily a very responsible, laborious work 
or task, rather than an "office." A literal translation of 1 Tim. 
8:1 would be: 

"Faithful is the word, if anyone stretches forward to 
the overseership, of good work he is desirous." 

It is hard to get any conception of an ecclesiastical office 
of which the carnally minded would be envious out of these 
words. But uninspired men have created an aura around the 
eldership that has made it a prize to be coveted rather 
than a holy work to be reverently approached. 

There can be no objection to using the word "office" in con
nection with the eldership if by such usage we mean function 
or position of service. We have often spoken of the "office of 
the Holy Spirit" as the comforter of God's people, the revealer 
and confirmer of the word of truth. The elder has his place 
of special oversight and spiritual labor; he has his "office." 
But, let us not so use the term to leave the idea of a hierarchy, 
i.e. a series of ecclesiastical positions with the eldership at 
the top. 

The fact that elders are to be honored for their service 
does not mean that the work of a deacon is less honorable. 
I fear that some look upon being a deacon in the church as 
almost a matter of contempt unless the deacon is later asked 
to "move up" to the eldership. With such persons the deaconate 
is nearly degrading to a man except it be considered a neces
sary step up to the eldership. 

Some men make excellent deacons who, for some good under
standable reason, will never be appointed to the eldership. 
Are these, then, to despise the sacred office or task of the 
deaconate because they have no prospect of being ordained to 
the eldership? 

We are confronted, in our brotherhood, with many inactive 
and lethargic deacons because of the evil I am here discussing. 
To men who think after the flesh and not after the Spirit, 
the eldership is everything and the deaconship is nothing. 
Whereas, in the sight of God, a faithful deacon is just as 
honorabls as a faithful elder. The deacon who absents himself 
from the business meetings, shirks every responsibility he 
can, and depreciates the sacred office both the Lord and the 
church have given him, because of this carnal view of the 
elde:rship-deaconship, is sorely in need of being taught the way 
of the Lord more perfectly. 

Some of the great "heros of faith" in the early church were 
deacons. Stephen, Phillip, etc.-men who were gladly willing 
to mingle with the poorest of the poor, supplying their 'needs 
in the name of Christ-are worthy of the modern deacon's 
emulation. It is a glorious work and to spiritually minded men 
it can never be demeaning. No deacon should ever be disgruntled 
because he is not made an elder. If he is not disgruntled over 
not being a pulpit preacher, a song leader, a Bible class 
teacher, or a bus captain, pray tell me why he should be 
unhappy that he is not an elder? He will not be unless again 
he is thinking of the eldership as "a higher office" than his 
deaconship. 

The apostle Paul spoke of himself and the eloquent Apollos 
as only "ministers (servants) by whom ye believed." Really, 
that is what we all are, just "ministers." Elders, deacons, 
preachers, and all Christians should think of themselves as 
their dear apostle. an.d there will then be no room for ladder
climbing in the kingdom of God. 

829 S. Rockford Tulsa, OK 74120 
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REAL CORE OF THE GROWING CANCER 

A tidal wave of violence is sweeping over our nation wi th 
devastating force. The events of recent weeks have shocked 
us to our senses and made us aware of the magnitude of 
our problem. The Mount Tam killer, who has murdered more 
than a dozen people in t he hills north of San Francisco, has 
struck again. Week after week the bodies of young black 
men have been fished out of the river near At lanta. On March 
30 the President and three other men were gunned down 
in Washington, D.C. in a ruthless assassination attempt. 

The latest F.B.I. report r eveals that violent crime jumped 
13% in 1980, the biggest increase in seven years. Attorney 
General William F. Smith suggests t hat this "report increase 
underscores the need for intens ified effor ts at combating crime, 
especially violent crime." 

Concern over the current avalanche of crime is r eflected 
in a car toon drawn by Bob Englehart. A drowsy man is 
shown sitting in his easy chair in fron t of the TV as the 
stat ion signs off with the final words of t he national anthem: 
". . . the land of the freeeee . . . and the home of the 
braaaaave!" Behind him, the door is secured by three locks, 
two night-latches, and an a ngle-iron prop. In the center of 
the door is a peep hole ; a bove it ther e is a burglar alarm, 
and beside it stands a baseball bat. 

P eople are asking for solut ions to the cris is. How can we 
eliminate trails ide murders in our mountain parks, gangland 
slayings in our city streets, the s laughter of innocent children 
a nd the shooting of presidents? 

"Gun control !" some are shouting. "Outlaw handguns and 
you will save hundreds of lives every year." There is t ruth 
in that. Statistics indicate t hat in nations wher e gun control 
is stricter, the violent crime rate is lowet·. Lives a rc indeed 
saved when h andguns a re not so readily available. Yet any 
person intent on killing another can always procure a murder 
weapon. 

Getting at 

The Root of Violence 

R ICHARD N. ADY 

"Put teeth into the law!" others are shouting. "Make t he 
penalty so stiff that a person will think twice before com
mi tting a crime." There is tru th in tha t a lso. When capital 
punishment was outlawed by the U.S. Supreme Court a few 
year s, violent crimes skyrocketed. But how do you stop a man 
who is willing to die in order to kill a president? Even the most 
severe penalty wi ll not deter him. The ultimate solut ion to vio
lence is found at a deeper level, near the root of t he problem. 

Senator Barry Keene contends that much of the violence 
in our society can be traced to t he movies a nd TV programs 
we watch. "We ha ve a violent society," he says. "From TV 
and movies our children learn that it 's okay to use violence 
to solve problems. We've got to take a look at how we're 
bringing up our young people." 

J uven ile author ities tell us that virtually all criminal be
havior can be traced, at least in par t , to t he home. George 
Stewar t , one of our local probation officers in Santa Rosa, 
says : "Any t ime we see a kid her e we know ther e's something 
wrong at home, at least in terms of the relationship between 
the pa r ents and the child." Studies show t hat the chances of 
a child getting involved in criminal activity are multiplied if 
he comes from a home where there a re adult criminals. This 
is true, in the first place, because t he child is inclined to 
follow a bad parental example, and in tha second place 
because the child is deprived of the discipline and love he 
needs. Many juvenile offenders come from respectable middle
class families in which the parents are simply too busy doing 
their own t hing to give their children sufficien t love ot· to set 
guidel ines t hat wi ll establish a solid sense of values. 

P sychologists and law enforcement agents are discovering 
that i t is old fashioned Chr istian principles, so unpopular in 
today's world, t hat g ive stability to children and enable them 
to cope with t he pr essures of our society. Neglect and a buse 
at home lead to a life of crime. Christian love and discipline 
at home lead to a life of service and respons ibility. 

When we build str ong- Christia n homes, the refore, we a1·c 
striki ng at the tap root of crime a nd violence. When we 
provide TLC a nd wholesome discipline for our child ren, when 
we set t he proper example before them, when we pray for 
God's dir ection and follow it, and when we proclaim the 
good news about a Great Physician who brings healing to 
a sin-sick world , we a r c doing more to eliminate crime t ha n 
a ll tho policemen and p1·ison guards in t he nation. An ounce 
of crime pt·evention is wor th a pound of institutional cure. 

2200 Sonoma Ave., Santa Rosa, Ca. 95405 
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The Powerful Doctrine of Expediency 
JAMES BAIRD 

One of the most powerful and unique 
teachings in the New Testament about 
Christian. behavior is its doctrine of ex
pe~iency .. It. is a teaching, unfortunately, 
which we have made comparatively weak 
and colorless in contrast to what our Lord 
revealed. 
The Way We Have Defined The Term 

Those of us deeply committed to the 
principle of restoring New Testament 
Christianity have found "expediency" a 
most helpful term. Since the restoration 
movement involves going back to the Bible 
for authority for what the church does, 
and since many things which the church 
does are not specifically mentioned in the 
Bible (for instance, the building of church 
buildings), the term expediency becomes 
the key to the justification for what we 
are practicing. Expediency, as we fre
quently use it, refers not to what is 
directly commanded in Scripture, but 
rather to what we can do in order to 
fulfill what the Bible has specifically 
commanded. The Bible has commanded 
we assemble to worship God (Heb. 10:25). 
In the light of such a command, it may 
be expedient to build a building in which 
to worship. God has commanded us to 
go preach the gospel. Whether we decide 
to drive, walk, or fly becomes a matter 
of expediency. 

By these illustrations, it is easy to 
see that for us some acts may be expedient 
or non-expedient, but they are never sin
ful. Perhaps the following diagram points 
up the definition which is so deeply rooted 
in our thinking. 

Actions in 
fulfillment 
of divine 
command 

Non-Sinful Actions 
Actions 
which are 
expedient 

Sinful Actions 

Actions 
which are 
not expe
dient 

Actions which violate Bible commands 

Probably the habit of defining expe
diency in this way comes from Paul's 
words in I Cor. 6:12 and I Cor. 10:28, 
"All things are lawful, but not all things 
are expedient (ASV & KJV). In the 
latter verse, Paul discussed the eating 
of meats sacrificed to idols. He argues 
eating such meat is not of itself a sin. 
He goes on to maintain although we have 
the . right to eat meat sacrificed to idols 
it is a right which we should forego i~ 
consideration of the conscience of a less 
mature brother in Christ. We have taken 
this Scripture to mean that expedient or 
non-expedient acts are always within the 
bounds of law. It could be diagrammed 
like this: 
That which is lawful although not neces

sarily expedient 
That which is law and expedient 

That which is lawful although not neces-
sarily expedient 

In this way we always make the privileges 
o! law larger- than the bounds of expe
diency. Expediency for us becomes an
other synonym for wisdom or discretion. 
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The Bible Definition of Expediency 
. We would all accept the principle that 

BI~l~ word~ should be used with Bible 
Spint has mfused meanings into words 
~Y the ~ay He has used them. A good 
dlust~ation is the term "church." From 
mearun~ merely a group of called out 
people, It came to mean in Scripture those 
called out by the act of God in redemption 
(Acts 20:28), or the assembly of those 
wh~ h!lve been saved (I Cor. 14:84). 

Simdarly, we should study carefully 
how the Bible uses the term which has 
~en t~nsl~ted in the KJ and AS versions 
expedient. From the original language 
~e }ea~ t~at the word's basic meaning 
IS a bnngmg together." It is the word 
used. to describe the bringing together of 
magical books for .burning in Acts 19:19. 
In M:- 19:1~ we fmd, "If the case of the 
man IS so With his wife, it is not expedient 
to marry." In the speech of Caiaphas 
(John 11 :50), we have "it is expedient 
for you that one man should die for the 
peopl!," (also referenced in John 18:14), 
a~d m John 16:?, Jes.us, ~n discussing 
~Is. depart~re With H1S disciples, said, 
It IS expedient for you that I go away , 

Paul wro~ in II Cor. 8:10, regardi~g 
th~ c?llection .to be made at Corinth, "for 
this IS expedient for you, who were the 
first to make a beginning a year ago 
not only to do, but also to will," and ~ 
II C~r. 1~:1, regarding his reasons for 
~lorymg, I. must needs glory, though it 
IS n!lt expedient." 
T~e. same word is translated "profit

able In several places in the ASV and 
KJV. In !-ft. 5 :29, SO, "It is profitable 
(or expedient) for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not thy whole 
body be cast into hell.'' In Mt. 18:6, Jesus 
spoke of those who would cause a little 
~!le. that .believed on him to, stumble 
It IS pro~Itable (expedient) for him that 

a. great millstone should be hanged about 
his neck, and that he should be sunk in 
the depth of the sea." Paul spoke to the 
Ephesian elders that he had not shunned 
from "d~aring unto you anything that 
was profitable (expedient), Heb 12 ·10 
states, "It is expedient (profitabl~) that 
we be chastened:" 
Fro~ these references, we understand 

~pedient has a much more forceful mean
~ng than we have ascribed to it. Dominant 
m the term is the notion that several 
factors are considered together. Also, we 
must accept that an expedient can be 
~o~ally rig~t in the sight of God because 
It IS . expedient. Conversely, some things 
are tnnful because they a;re not expedient. 
In I C?r. 6:12, Paul used the phrase "not 
all thmgs are expedient" to introduce 
probably the longest discussion is Scrip
ture concerning the sin of fornication (I 
Cor. 6:18-20). Certainly fornication is 
more than an unexpedient act as we 
usu~Uy define the term. Fornicati~n is sin. 
To Illustrate further, causing a brother 
to stumble by eating meat or by any 
other act of ours, is such a' sin that one 

can lose his soul because of it (Mt. 18:7, 
8 >: Yet Paul said eating meat, which 
might cause one to stumble was not 
expedient (I Cor. 10 :28-88). The nature 
of the factors brought together for con
~id~ration determines whether an action 
Is . mnocen~ .or not. In going to preach, 
nmther. d~Y!ng, walking, or flying have 
moral. Significance. Our choice may reflect 
poor JUdgment, and may not be expedient 
In. that sense, but whether we choose to 
dnve, walk, or fly we have not sinned 

In other instances, when the facu;rs 
considered include elements which do have 
moral .significanc~, and are morally rep
rehensible, to act m spite of those factors 
i~ not expedient, and in such cases is a 
Sinful act. 
. In o~e sense, ~~diency is a key prin

Ciple m all Chnstian ethical behavior. 
The Christian is primarily positive as a 
person and in his moral perspective. 
Therefore, the Christian cannot weigh his 
actions purely on whether or not they are 
condemned or approved by specific Scrip
ture. Because he acts out of love for the 
Lord, he wants the best possible action 
that which is most profitable. He acu; 
with expediency. If, on the other hand 
as Christians our only moral categorie~ 
are (1) that which the Bible specifically 
condemns or (2) that which it specifically 
endorses, we have unwittingly begun a 
moral and spiritual retreat. 
Appl~ing the Doctrine of Expediency 
A pnme example of a weakness in our 

!lpproach to moral problems, unless we 
u~corpo~te a B~bli~al definition of expe
diency m our thmkmg, is the use of alco
hol today. We cannot find a Scripture 
which states, "You shall not let one drop 
of alco~ol pass through your lips." Paul 
told Timothy to drink a little wine for 
his stomach's sake (I Tim. 5:28). It can 
be used medicinally. Forced to admit this 
the Christian is hard-pressed to argu~ 
social drinking is sinful. Yet, if we re
member the Biblical use of expediency 
we ~hould un~ers~nd social drinking ~ 
be Sinful. It Is smful because it is not 
expedient and Biblical expediency carries 
~th i~ the two notions: (1) that which 
IS profitable, and (2) a bringing together 
of several factors to determine the best. 
When a Christian is faced with the sin
fulness or non-sinfulness of social drink
ing, he must weigh (bring together) every 
factor. These include (1) the dangers of 
becoming an alcoholic, (2) the harm to 
the body, (8) the effect on the brain as 
the center of control for human action 
an~ ~4) one's influence on others. I~ 
weighmg these several factors the best 
~ourse is clearly seen. As socia'l drinking 
IS not best for the Christian it is sin
ful. It is not expedient and the factors 
brought together for consideration do 
have moral significance. 

We need to install the Bible meaning 
?f ex~ediency in other areas of our think
~ng-m matters of modesty, in determin
mg where we go for entertainment in 
what we watch on television, in how' we 
spend our .money. These are practical 
matters which make up quite a bit of 
the. substance of life. They cannot be 
easily settled by finding a passage of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Prove All Things" 
(1) 

JOHN T. WILLIS 

The English speaking world uses the 
verb "prove" and its cognates in two 
major senses, which naturally is reflected 
in English dictionaries. The Oxford Erv
glish Dictionary, vol. VIII (1933), pp. 
1517-1518, gives as the first meaning: 
"to make trial of, test, try, put to the 
test, try the genuineness or qualities of;" 
and as the second: "to make good, estab
lish, to establish (a thing) as true, to 
make certain, to demonstrate the truth of 
by evidence or argument." Webster's New 
CoUegiate Dictionary (1956), p. 680, gives 
as the first meaning: "to try or ascertain 
by an experiment or by a standard; to 
test; now, esp., to subject to a technical 
testing process; as, to prove cannon, gold, 
coal"; and as the second: "to establish 
or ascertain by argument or other evi
dence; to demonstrate; show." When Paul 
commanded the Thessalonian Christians 
to "prove all things" (1 Thess. 5:21-
Kings James [KJV] and American Stan
dard versions [ASV]), which of these two 
meanings did he intend? This can be 
determined by four lines of reasoning: 
(1) the etymology (that is, root meaning) 
of the Greek word translated "prove" in 
this passage; (2) the use of this word in 
ancient Greek literature outside the New 
Testament; 3) the use of this word else
where in the New Testament; and (4) the 
context in 1 Thessalonians 5. 

I. Etymology or Root Meaning 
Greek lexicographers and linguists 

agree universally that the Greek word 
translated "prove" in 1 Thess. 5:21 
(dokimazo) means "to try, test, etc." J. 
H. Thayer (A Greek-English Lexicon of 
the New Testament, 1889, p. 154) gives 
this definition: "to test, examine, prove, 
scrutinize (to see whether a thing be 
genuine or not); to recognize as genuine 
after examination, to approve, deem 
worthy." W. F. Arndt and F. W. Ging
rich (A Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament, 1957, p. 201) say it 
means: "put to the test, examine; prove 
by testing; accept as proved, approve." 
Liddell and Scott (Greek-English Lexicon, 
1843, pp. 364-365) define it in this way: 
"to try, search, prove, test, esp. metals, 
to see if they be pure; as a consequence 
of such trial, to approve, sanction." W. 
Grundmann, in his article on "dokimos, 
etc.," in Kittel's Theological Dictionary 
of the Nl!IW Testament (Vol. II, 1964, p. 
256) states that dokimazo "is found every
where in the sense of 'to test, to try'." 
Accordingly, it is clear etymologically that 
"prove" in the KJV and ASV of I Thess. 
5:21 means "to test, examine, scrutinize," 
and not "to demonstrate the truth of some 
proposition by argument or other evi
dence." More recent English translations 
make this quite clear. The Rev-ised Stan
dard (RSV) and New International Ver
sions (NIV) read: "test everything"; the 
New English Bible (NEB) has: "bring 
them all to the test"; and the Jerusalem 

Bible (JB) renders: "think before you 
do anything" (see further the important 
study by J. M. A. Hansel, "On the Cor
rect Interpretation of the Words of Paul 
in I Thess. 5 :21-22," Theologiscke Studien 
and Kritiken, Vol. 9, 1836, pp. 170-184-
in German). 

II. Use in Ancient Literature Outside 
the New Testament 

The Greek lexicons cited above refer to 
nu.merous classical Greek writers who use 
this .word. Here only a few examples will 
suffice (the reader may consult these 
sources for additional illustrations). !soc
rates (Panatken, 14, 39-fourth century 
B.C.~ uses dokimazo with reference to 
provmg gold . by testing. Aristophanes 
(Vesp: 578-fifth-fourth centuries B.C.) 
uses It of examining youths who claim 
to be admitted to the rights of manhood. 
~y~urgus (fourth century B.C.) employs 
It I~ speaking of reviewing or examining 
soldiers .. P!ato (Legg. 765 B.C.) uses it 
of . exami.mng someone appointed to an 
office. Smce Paul wrote in Greek, the 
Greek words he used certainly had the 
meaning which had long been established 
by usage. 

But since Paul, like the rest of the 
early church, depended heavily on the 
Old Testament, and especially on the 
Greek translation called the Septuagint 
(LXX), it is important to see how this 
word was used in that ancient version 
(thi!d and second centuries B.C.). Here 
dokimazo translates the Hebrew verb 
bac~n, "to examine, scrutinize, try, prove, 
tes~ (F. Brown, S. R. Driver, and C. A. 
Bnggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon 
of the Old Testament, 1968 printing, p. 
103). Here are some instructive examples. 
In Zechariah 13:9, the Lord says: "I will 
test them as gold is tested." In Jeremiah 
6:27, the Lord tells Jeremiah, "l have 
made you an assayer and tester among 
my people, that you may know and a.ssay 
their ways." One psalmist prays, "Search 
me, 0 God, and know my heart" (Psalm 
139:23). Elihu declares: "the ear tests 
words as the palate tastes food" (Job. 
34:3). The author of Psalm 26:2 cries 
out: "Prove me, 0 Lord, and try me; test 
my heart and my mind." Again the evi
dence is totally harmonious and over
whelming: the Greek verb dokimazo 
means "to test, examine, scrutinize," and 
not "to demonstrate the truth of some 
proposition by argument or other evi
dence.'' 
III. Use Elsewhere in the New Testament 

Speaking statistically, dokimazo and its 
cognates occur 39 times in the New Testa
ment, as follows: ( 1) the verb dokimazo 
23 times (Luke 12:66 [twice]; 14 :19; 
Rom. 1:28; 2:18; 12:2; 14:22; I Cor. 
3:13; 11:28; 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:8, 22; 13:5; 
Gal. 6:4; Eph. 5:10; Phil. 1:10; 1 Thess. 
2:4 ·[twice]; 5:21; 1 Tim. 3:10; Heb. 
3:9; 1 Pet. 1:7; 1 John 4:1); (2) the 
noun dokime, "character, tests, ordeal," 
six times (Rom. 5:4; 2 Cor. 2:9; 8:2; 
9:13; 13:3; Phil. 2:22); (3) the noun 
dokimion, "testing, means of testing, 
genuineness," twice (James 1:3; 1 Pet. 
1 :7) ; ( 4) the noun dokimasia, "testing, 
examination," once (Heb. 3 :9); and (5) 
the adjective dokimos, "approved, tried 
and true, genuine," seven times (Rom. 

Judgment To .. Come 
JIM E. WALDRON 

Man is a rational being created in the 
image of the eternal God (Genesis 1 :26-
27), who dwells temporarily on this planet 
earth, and it is necessary for man to 
give an account to God as to how he has 
lived. The scriptures declare: "We must 
all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that everyone may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
It is therefore imperative that each per
son take stock of his or her life realizing 
that every deed will be brought into judg
ment after death. "As it is appointed unto 
men once to die and after this the judg
ment." 

Eternal punishment was originally 
planned for Satan the arch enemy of God, 
and for Satan's fellow demons, but when 
men and women insist on serving Satan 
and/ or their own selfish ends they too 
must suffer with Satan. Listen to the 
words of Jesus on this very point as he 
prophesied of himself on the future throne 
of judgment: "When the Son of Man shall 
come in his glory and all the holy. angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory: and before him shall be 
gathered all nations: and he shall separate 
them one from another as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats • . . 
Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels." 

Since we all must die and give an ac
count to God for our deeds at judgment 
and face the awful prospect of being 
punished eternally, it is absolutely neces
sary for us to serve God acceptably in 
this life. For God "commandeth men that 
they should all everywhere repent: i.nas
much as he hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world tJ'l right
eousness by the man whom he-"hath or
dained; whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead". 
33 Seymour Road, 7/F, Hong Kong. 

14:18; 16:10; 1 Cor. 11:16; 2 Cor. 10:18; 
13:7; 2 Tim. 2:15; James 1:12). 

The reader is urged to examine each 
of these texts in the Greek, to see how 
these words are translated in the various 
English versions, and to consult several 
commentaries on each of these passages. 
Here a few observations will be helpful. 
In Jesus' parable of the banquet, one 
person excuses himself by saying, "I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go ·to 
prove them" (Luke 14:19-KJV, ASY>· 
Clearly this does not mean he was gomg 
"to demonstrate the truth of their exis
tence or of his purchase of them by argu
ment or other evidence," but that he was 
going to "examine" them (so the RSV), 

· or more accurately, "to try them out" 
(so the NEB JB, NIV). Similarly, when 
Paul admoni~hes the Romans, "be trans
formed by the renewing of your mind. 
that you may prove what is that good 

(Continued on page 12) 
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BIBLICAL ARCHEOLOGY 

BAPTISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH 
The archeological evidence overwhelmingly testifies to immersion 

as the usual mode of baptism dunng the first ten to fourteen centuries 

The evolution of Christian baptism 
through the centuries has been recorded 
in mortar and bricks, paint and mosaics. 
Among the ruins of early Christian struc
tures, and also in ancient churches still 
in use, the history of Christian baptism 
can be traced. Paintings in catacombs 
and chur ches, mosaics on floors , walls, and 
ceilings, sculptured reliefs, and drawings 
in ancient New Testament manuscripts 
add details to this history, as well as 
rais ing interesting questions that need 
fu rther investigation. 

T he record left by these various wit
nesses overwhelmingly testifies to immer
sion as the normal mode of baptism in 
ten to fou rteen centuries. This is in ad
dit ion to the evidence found throughout 
the writings of the church fathers that 
immersion was the early church's com
mon mode of baptism. 

Most students of church history are 
acquainted with the early written record 
about baptism, but what do the mosaics, 
the mortar, the brick, and the paint say? 

For some t ime scholarly circles have 
been discussing the origin of Christian 
baptism. Some see its origins in the mys
tery cults that flourished during the first 
century A.D. Actually, it is not necessary 
to go beyond the religious heritage in 
which Christianity has its roots-the re
ligion of Israel. 

Here we find baptism by immersion 
already in existence. Gentiles who 
espoused Judaism were required to enter 
its fold by circumcision, baptism, and the 
offering of a sacrifice. This article can
not discuss the beginnings of proselyte 
baptism in J udaism, but the fact that the 
apostle Paul reflects rabbinic argumenta
tion for proselyte baptism in one of his 
early epistles (1 Cor. 10 :2 : "And were 
all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea") would seem to indicate that 
this practice was in existence at the time 
of the birth of the Christian church. A 
Gent ile convert to Judaism was required 
to undergo immersion. While he stood in 
the water , two scholars nearby read some 
of the lighter and some of the heavier 
requirements of the Law. Then a t the 
pr oper time he immersed himself. 

It is generally agreed that immersion 
was practiced at Qumran. Matthew Black 
envisions a candidate for acceptance into 
the community being baptized in full view 

George E. Rice, Ph.D., is associate pro
fessor of New Testament, Andrews Uni
versity Theological Seminary, Berrien 
Springs, Michigan. 
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of the assembled members in an area that 
forms a natural amphitheater. Not only 
were the baptistries at Qumran used for 
r itual purifications throughout the year, 
but the entire community renewed its 
covenant by entering the baptismal waters 
in the order of their rank and status at 
the time of a "general convention" of 
the sect, at which time the neophytes were 
also baptized. 

Because fresh water was scarce at 
Qumran, a number of large cisterns were 
built to collect and store water during 
the rainy season. A few of these cisterns 
'lre small and shallow, serving better as 
baths and baptistries than as storage 
tanks. One such cistern, located by the 
northwest entrance to the monastery, lies 
beside an aqueduct that leads to a large 
settling tank. The cistern has a series of 
steps leading down into it, serving the 
purpose of baptism by immersion very 
nicely. 

It would seem, therefore, that J ohn 
the Baptist, and later the disciples of 
Jesus, simply followed the mode of bap
tism that was familiar to the people of 
that day-immersion. I ndeed, Black says 

Baptistry in the catacomb of San Ponzi
ano, Rome. 

that most Jewish sects in the New Tes ta
ment period practiced baptismal rites. 

During t he active minist ry of the 
apostles, baptisms were performed wher
ever adequate water could be found in 
lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, the sea, 
et cetera. When imperial persecution 
drove the Christians underground, bap
tistries were constructed in the catacombs 
at Rome. The remains of these baptistries 
stand as the oldest archeological witness 
to the rite of Christian bapt ism. 

One such baptistry in the catacomb of 
San Ponziano is four and a half feet 
long, three and a half feet wide, and 
three and a half feet deep. A channel 
diverted water from a nearby stream to 
fill this font. Wolfred Cote believes it 
was in use from the first to the fourth 
century. Neophytes either stood or knelt 
in the water and were immersed by "bend
ing forward under the hand of the admin
istrator." The baptistries in the catacombs 
of Sain Priscilla and Sain Callixtus also 
received water through canals, while those 
in the catacombs of the Vatican and Saint 
Alexander were fed by natural springs. 

After the conversion of Constantine 
resulted in the legalization of the church, 
large buildings for public worship began 
to appear. Baptismal fonts were con
structed in separate enclosures alongside 
these churches. These early baptistries, 
usually round or octagonal in shape, 
which housed the fonts, were generally 
quite large for two reasons : (1) bap
tisms were performed only on t he fes
tivals of Easter, Pentecost, and Epiphany, 
and thus the rapidly growing church re
quired a large facility to accommodate 
those desiring baptism; and (2) since 
baptisms were performed solely by the 
bishop at this ear ly point in church his
tory, the only baptistry would be located 
at the chur ch where t he bishop officiated. 
Therefor e, baptismal days would bring 
together a large crowd from the surround
ing parishes. Later, when it was no longer 
feasible to carry on this arrangement, 
baptistries multiplied, and after the sixth 
century they began to be placed within 
the church. 

Cote lists the locations of sixty-five 
baptistries in Italy alone, giving the ap
proximate dates of construction (from the 
fourth through the fourteenth centuries) 
and the shapes of the fonts (circular, 
octagonal, square, twelvesided, Greek 
cross, et cetera). Regardless of other 
differences, all sixty-five were constructed 
for baptism by immersion." H enry Brown 
speaks of baptistries having "two con
claves," one for men and one for women. 

FIRM FOUN DATION-JUNE 30, 1981 



However, it is not clear whether these 
conclaves were robing rooms or separate 
fonts. Cote does describe one baptistry, 
that of Pesaro, in which two fonts were 
discovered. The second font was for the 
baptism of women, "who, as we know, 
received the rite separately from the 
men." These baptistries were usually 
beautifully decorated with paintings, mo
saics, and carvings of Biblical scenes, 
mostly from the life of Christ. 

As adult baptism became less frequent, 
and infant baptism became more popular, 
a decided change occurred in the size 
and shape of the baptismal font. Below
floor-level fonts, large enough for the im
mersion of an adult, gave way to fonts 
greatly reduced in size and raised by 
various means to a level of three or four 
feet, thus making the immersion of in
fants easier for those officiating. With 
the introduction of sprinkling or pouring, 
the fonts became even smaller. 

The font of the Basilica of Saint John 
Lateran is an excellent example. The orig
inal font is below floor level, twenty
five feet in diameter and three feet deep. 
Lined and paved with marble, it was once 
used for adult immersion. Falling into 
disuse, it was filled in and a bath for 
infant baptism was erected in its place. 
This, in turn, was no longer used, and a 
smaller font was placed above it for the 
pouring of children. 

Ancient works of art dealing with 
Christian baptism support the testimony 
of baptismal fonts that in the early 
Christian centuries baptism was by im
mersion. The earliest Christian art work 
comes from the catacombs. A picture in 
the catacomb of San Ponziano shows Jesus 
being baptized by John. Jesus is stand
ing waist deep in the water of the Jordan 
and unclothed. John is standing on the 
shore, clothed, with his right hand on 
Jesus' head. An angel appears to Jesus' 
right, standing on the opposite bank and 
holding Jesus' robe. Looking at the pic
ture, one understands that John is about 
to immerse Jesus. 

A similar painting found in a crypt of 
the catacomb of Santa Lucina portrays 
John the Baptist standing on the shore 
with an extended right hand helping Jesus 
out of the water and up the bank of the 
Jordan. Again John is clothed and Jesus 
is not. Numerous ancient pictures, mosa
ics, and reliefs can be found in churches 
and baptistries illustrating the baptism 
of Jesus. Generally He is standing waist 
deep in water, unclothed, and John is 
on the bank, clothed, with his right hand 
on Jesus' head preparing to immerse 
Him. It seems clear that these pictures 
reflect the baptismal rite as it was prac
ticed in early church. Indeed, by picturing 

Jesus in the water and John standing on 
the riverbank, they reflect more accu
rately what happened at the baptismal 
font than what happened at the Jordan. 
But unquestionably these ancient illus
trations convey the concept of baptism 
by immersion. 

Pictures of Jesus standing in water 
while John pours water over His head 
are of a much later date than those 
depicting immersion and they demonstrate 
the change in the mode of baptism that 
came into the church. However, Brown 
does date to the fifth century a mosaic 
found in the dome above the baptistry of 
the Church of San Giovanni, Ravenna. 
It shows Jesus waist deep in water with 
John on the bank pouring water over His 
head. Yet it is of interest to note that 
directly below this dome is a font for 
immersion that has been subsequently 
altered for sprinkling! This fact would 
tend to place a question on Brown's date 
for the mosaic, especially since it appears 
over a baptistry that is inside a church. 
Baptistries were only beginning to be 
moved into churches in the sixth century. 

The catacomb of Saint Callixtus con
tains the picture of what appears to be 
a young boy standing in water. A larger 
person is standing in the water beside 
him. What is apparently intended as water 
streams from his head and down his 
nude body. There has been a great deal 
of discussion regarding whether this il
lustrates affusion. The one who is admin
istering baptism is not holding a con
tainer from which the water is poured; 
rather, his right hand is placed upon 
the neophyte's head as in pictures of im
mersion. Therefore the water spraying 
over the candidate's head and down his 
body is not the result of pouring, but 
could be the artist's primitive representa
tion of the neophyte being completely 
covered by water, or immersed. 

A fresco in the ancient Basilica of 
Saint Clement pictures Saint Cyril bap
tizing a neophyte as a result of his first 
mission to the Bulgarians. Cyril, dressed 
in his clerical robes, is standing by the 
neophyte, who is pictured in a pyramid 
of water to his waist. Cyril's right hand 
is on the neophyte's head, as in the 
typical portrayals of baptism by immer
sion. 

A number of pictures show the candi
date in a pyramid of water, some up 
to their waists, some to their necks, and 
some entirely under the apex of the water 
pyramid. Each portrayal apparently rep
resents the same thing-immersion. 

Cote lists a total of twenty-six New 
Testament manuscripts found in various 
libraries and museums containing sketches 
of baptism. Some are of Christ, some of 

others. But they all have one thing in 
common : baptism is by immersion. 

In all of the early pictures presented 
by Brown and Cote, three things remain 
constant: (1) baptism is by immersion, 
except for the one mosaic in the dome of 
San Giovanni, Ravenna, whose fifth-cen
tury date may be questionable; (2) the 
baptismal candidate is nude; and (3) the 
one administering baptism is not with 
the candidate in the water, but stands 
clothed on the bank of a river or next 
to a baptismal font. 

The last point raises an interesting 
question of how immersion was adminis
tered to adults, especially in light of a 
variant reading of Luke 3:7 in Codex 
Bezae and the Old Latin manuscripts. 
Codex Bezae is especially significant, be
cause it is the only existing Greek manu
script that represents the Western text 
type. Probably copied in Lyons, France, 
in the fifth century, it reflects in many 
of its variant reading, even more than 
the Old Latin manuscripts, historical de
velopments in the church or existing tra
ditions that do not show up in the other 
text types. Luke 3:7 speaks of the people 
that came to be baptized by John. Codex 
Bezae changes the Greek preposition hypo 
("by") to enopion ("before," or "in the 
presence of"), thus possibly reflecting the 
tradition of Jewish proselyte baptism in 
which the candidate immersed himself in 
the presence of those authorized to ad
minister the rite. s it possible that these 
ancient pictures are actually presenting 
self-immersion as the practice of the early 
church, and that the placing of the right 
hand of the one officiating upon the head 
of the neophyte represents a rite of bless
ing rather than the officiator physically 
immersing the neophyte? 

It seems clear that although archeology 
confirm immersion as the common mode of 
baptism during the early centuries of the 
Christian church, it also raises other 
questions that deserve further attention. 

"This article originally appeared in 
March, 1981 MINISTRY, Washington, 
D.C. Reprinted by special permission" 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 

fn the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 

per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop

ies not accepted. 
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PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING 
SEl\UNAR SCHEDULED 

The r is ing incidence of divorce in t he 
church ha s prompted an Oklahoma Chris
tian College prof essor to offer an " Inten
sive Seminar of Pre-Marital Counseling" 
to train church leaders in t he techniques 
of counseling engaged couples. 

Dr. Lyn n McMillon, p rofessor of Bible, 
will conduct the seminar, which will be on 
t he OCC campus J U LY 27-28. The f irs t 
of its kind in t he brotherhood, t he semina r 
is open to both counselors and non-coun
selors. 

F or more information, contact : Dr. 
Lynn McMillon, Oklahoma Christian Col
lege, Rt. 1, Box 141, Oklahoma City, OK 
73111. 

John P. (Jack) Fogarty Generalife 
K-12, Park Gardens, R io Piedras, P. R.: 
"Francis Noel did an ou tsta nding work in 
st a r t ing the Church on his home island of 
Granada . He is the fi r st of the Gra duates 
of Car ibbean Christian College to go to 
his r eward. 

A husband and wife were baptized here 
Sunday a week past. They have a f a mily 
old enough to be taught . 

The Tent Campaign will begin as 
scheduled in Plymouth , Monserrat J une 
27th. W e reques t f riends of former tent 
meetings to consider lending f inancial a id 
to m ake this 50th meeting effective. Send 
checks to Beltline Church of Christ, 2159 
Beltline Rd. W. W. Decatur, Ala. 35601 

who ar e sponsoring the effort." 

Reprints of ony single poge article oppeoring per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 

in the Firm Foundation moy be hod for $12.00 les nc .. accepted. 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

{30 hours in classroom) 
•luition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Ideally l.oca tcd in a Mission Area 
• At the Doors tep of Canada 
• Operating Since 1970 
• Located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

2nd ANNUAL 

HOT SPRINGS SOUL WINNING WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 1, 2, 3, 1981 • HOT SPRINGS, AR 
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WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 
Cline Paden 
Charles Hodge 
G . P. Holt . 
Reuel Lemmons 
J erry J ones 
Mid McKnight 
Doyle Maynard 
Jule Miller 

Judy Miller 
Nick Young 
Opalene Kail 
AI Jolly 
Pat Glenn 
Mike Peters 
David Burke 
J erome Williams 

SOULer ENERGY for the '80s 

For more information, contact: 
Richard Street Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 501/624-4132 

·FIRM FOUNDATION- JUNE 30, 1981 



"CHRISTIANS ONLY" or 
"THE ONLY CH RISTIANS"? 

(Continued f rom page 3) 
Chaplain was a Christian. So, when he 
was discharged, he joined the Baptist 
church. Was he a Christian? We think 
so. Was he a member of a denomination? 
Yes, but there was no necessary connec
tion between the two. He became a Chris
tian by surrendering to the authority of 
Christ; he became a member of a denom
inat ion by disregarding (although not de
liberately) the authority of Christ. But 
when he listened, and discovered that 
what he was hearing was not what he 
had obeyed, he repented of his unauthor
ized action and ceased having fellowship 
with them. 

Because of loquacious verbosity or se
mantic aphasia we may conclude that since 
there are Christians in various circum
stances in lif e with va rious .degrees of 
knowledge, wearing unauthorized names, 
or engaging in unauthorized practices as 
a result of their ignora nce, we are there
fore justified in extending fellowship with 
denominational gt·oups or individua ls who 
are teaching and practicing false doc
trines that related to the salvation of 
souls. I t is not so! Paul said, "Mark them 
that are causing divisions and occasions 
of stumbling contrary to the doctr ine 
which we have learned, a nd turn away 
from them" (Romans 16 :17) . The fact 
that some may do that while disregarding 
the principles of tolerance and love taught 
in Romans 14 and 15 does not negate the 
importance of doing what Paul said. 

So, a person becomes a Christian by 
surrendering to the authority of Christ 
in the manne1· revealed in the Bible. 
Claiming to have g r eat faith in a J esus 
who was neither born of a virgin, nor 
bodily resurrected from the dead, or who 
was not in the beginning with God will 
not make a man a Christian, no 11tatter if 
he tvas imme1·sed in water as someone 
said, "I baptize you into the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of t he 
Holy Spirit f or the remission of your 
sins." There are many who claim to have 
been baptized for remission of sins, but 
saved before and without it ! There was 
a time when I took for gr anted that when 
a person said, "I believe in & worship the 
same God you do" that it was so. I no 
longer do that. We have all kinds of gods 
the religious world has invented, as well 
as a ll sorts of " Christ s". The per son who 
becomes a Christian may not know at 
that moment how often to take the Lord's 
Supper, or even in what religious name 
he should glorify God. He may make mis
takes in moral act ions, in ethical relation
ships, and be poorly informed about doc
trinal matters (as many of our brethren 
apparently are!) a nd s till have our fellow
ship. But to a man who pe1·sists in im
moral actions, unethical activities, or false 
doctrines as Paul mentions in Romans 
16:17, his admonitions there and in T itus 
3:10 still apply. 

IYCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers : Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

THE POWERFUL 
DOCTRINE OF EXPEDIENCY 

(Continued from page 6) 
Scripture which specifically condemns 
this or approves that. Christ, in effect, 
challenges the genuineness of our commit
ment to Him by letting us respond to Him 
morally on t he basis of that which is 
expedient. 
Oklahoma Chr istian College Okla. City, 
Oklahoma 

----{)--

T. P ierce Brown, Box 236, Tallahoma, 
Tennessee 37388 : In t he last three weeks 
we have baptized about 30 per sons, and 
are moving to Grundy Street in Tulla
homa, Tennessee to serve as minister of 
personal evangelism. Ben Flatt is the pul
pit minister there, and we will be avail
able to help in outlying congregations in 
Teacher-Training Seminars, Personal 
Evangelism Workshops, and preaching as 
the occasion allows. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qual i fy to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
l ism. at Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN T EX AS CAL L 

1-800-252-9103 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or writ e: 

Preston Road School of Preachi ng 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7715 

--- ....... -.. -. 

For those age 62 or older, or handicapped. 
Rent subsidy available. 

Located next to Centerville Churcn. 
An atmosphere of Christian love and fellowship. 

Tulipwood, Centerville's new 75 unit apartment high rise for ·the 
elderly and handicapped located at 120 E. Swan Street, is now 
accepting applications for residents. 

For add~lonal information contact: 
Tullpwood Rei!UII Ofllce, 

c.m.rvtlle Church of Chrtlt OutrMch c.m.r, 
111 E. Swan StrMt, Centerville, TN 37033 

Phone 75-5747 

PAUL ROGERS, Minister 
729-4201 



"Prove All Things" (1) 
(Continued from page 7) 

and acceptable and perfect will of God" 
(KJV, ASV, RSV), he does not mean 
they are to demonstrate the truth of 
God's will by argument or other evidence, 
but rather that they are to "discern" it 
(NEB), "discover" it (JB), "test and 
approve" it (NIV) (see Arndt and Ging
rich, Greek Lexicon, p. 201; and the com
mentaries). Paul says he is telling the 
Corinthians of the contribution of the 
Macedonians "to prove the sincerity of 
your love" (2 Cor. 8:8-KJV, ASV, RSV). 
Certainly he does not mean he is doing 
this to demonstrate the truth of their 
sincerity by argument or other evidence, 

:MEMPIDS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
o TUITION FREE 

o ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

but to "test" the genuineness of their love 
(so the NEB, JB, NIV). 

It should also be noted that the KJV 
is not consistent in its rendering of 
dokim.azo, but sometimes reads "discern" 
(Luke 21: 56), "like" (Rom. 1 :28), "ap
prove" (Rom. 2:18, "allow" (Rom. 14:22; 
1 Thess. 2:4), "try" (1 Cor. 8:18; 1 Thess. 
2:4; 1 Pet. 1:7; 1 John 4:1), and "ex
amine" (1 Cor. 11:28). Again the evidence 
is consistent and overwhelming: the Greek 
word dokimazo means "to test, examine, 
scrutinize," and not "to demonstrate the 
truth of some proposition by argument or 
other evidence." (More to follow.) 

WHITTLE NAMED TO HEAD 
ALABAMA CHRISTIAN 

Dr. J. Walker Whittle, gospel preacher 
and Christian educator, was appointed 
president of Alabama Christian College, 
Montgomery, AL, at a May 1 meeting of 
the college Board of Directors. 

Dr. Whittle is currently chairman of the 
Department of Business at Freed-Harde
man College in Henderson, Tennessee. 

Alabama Christian is currently in tran
sition to a four-year senior college. The 
school will award its first baccalaureate 
degrees in the spring of 1988. 

Ted D. Lingren, 8509 Boxdale, Mem
phis, Tn. 88118: My family and I will be 
returning to N .E. Thailand in July for 
another 2 years on the mission field. In 
the past 5 years we have established 84 
congregations of the Lord's church and 
baptized more than 1880 into Christ. 

1 YEAR 

12 [412] 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
O·F THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

fur Preachers, Teachers, Personnel Workers, 

elders and Deacons 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDY 

Next Class Begins September 1, 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffit, Director, Southwest School of Bible Study 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

LOVED. ONE$1~ THE MILITARY? 
· WE CAN. HELP THEM! 

Tho Amen Ministry wocb with faithful Ctvlatlan con
tacta on Military lnatallatlona woddwlde that are waiting to 
help your loved onea - aa they have helped wlth•the 
spiritual and physical needs of thOusand& of ottlltl during 
the ~t four years. This service Ia free! 

Send their name, complete address, phone lnd military 
lnatallatlon, If known, along with your name. and eddtel& 
to: AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ~AD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North Sewnth StrMt 
Wnt Monroe. Louisiana 71211 

American MW..ry Evan1elbin1 Nadon• 

SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NEEDED 

To Work in the Growing 
Christian School Ministry 

Grades 1·5 

APPLY NOW 
SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

3510 Baldwin Park Blvd. 
Baldwin Park, CA. 91706 

(213) 960·2316 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 30, 198~ 



COLUMBIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
PRESIDENT HONORED BY 
PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

Dr. J . P. Sanders, president of Colum
bia Christian College in Portland, Oregon 
and a former dean at Pepperdine Uni
versity, r eturned to Pepperdine last week 
to receive an honorary doctor of laws de
gree during commencement exercises for 
the University's Graduate School of Edu
cation and School of Professional Stu
dies. 

Sanders accepted his f irst college 
teaching assignment at Pepperdine, and 
in 1939 was named chairman of the 
religion department at the young col
lege. He took an administrative post at 
David Lipscomb College in 1942, return
ing to Pepperdine in 1957 as dean. He 
was named president of Columbia Chris
tian College in 1973. 

Ronnie Clayton, P.O. Box 2438, Pampa, 
TX 79065 (806) 669-6411: One of the 
young men of our congregation, Bro. J ohn 
Chance, has decided to go to India as a 
part of our mission team. The elders of 
the l\Iary Ellen & Harvester church of 
Christ in P ampa, TX, are over seeing his 
work, and will contribute each month to 
his salary and work fund. 

Brother Chance is in need of his travel 
funds and his monthly support. Please 
assist this young man in taking the Gos
pel to the most r eceptive nation on earth 
today. You can contact the elders or J ohn 
at the above address. 

L. D. WEED CHOSEN 
ADMINISTRATOR AT SFVCS! 

L. D. Webb was chosen administrator of 
the San F ernando Valley Christian School 
at a board meeting in May. After inter
viewing eight prospective administra tors 
the board selected Webb on t he basis of 
his ten years experience as administrator 
of Columbia Christian College; his found
ing and serving three years as director of 
t he Southern California School of Evan
gelism; his 21 years as teacher and coun
selor for the Anaheim Union High School 
District. 

Webb will assume his duties at the 
school beginning July 1st. 

The San Fernando Valley Christian 
School is t he oldest and largest of the 
Christian Schools operated by members of 
t he Church of Christ in Southern Califor
nia. It is located at 16617 Parthenia, Sul
peveda, Ca. 

For information write P .O. Box 2457, 
Sepulveda, Ca. 91343. 

Cleon Lyles, P.O. Box 664, Morrilton, 
Arkansas 72110: It has been my pleasure 
recently to preach at the Fox and Lake 
church in Carlsbad, N.M. where Dewey 
Jorgenson continues to serve as minister. 
This church has one of the best progr ams 
for Senior Citizens I have seen. Also it 
was a pleasure to work with the church 
at 8th & Lee in Lawton, Okla. where 
Byron Denman preaches, and in Logan, 
N.M. where Joe Wilson serves success-

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

fully and happily and with the Midway 
church in Mesquite, Texas where G. D. 
Phillips has served for about eight years. 
Next I will be in Kokoma, Ind. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list oC new aubscrlp· 
lions to the Flt"m Foundation, please be 
4ure each has the p r oper Zip Code number 
aCte r the cl ty and a tate. 

BLUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

D ENTAL GROUP I NSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $ 13.68 a month underwriuen by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being wriuen. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Sa lado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 

• .. ~ n.,.,..... _ ... This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chap ter summaries. 

H.-,. •. I d 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the sam e printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

... 

-
.. ....... 

~ .... ,-
--...::.~~- -.---,..-... -.:-..., 

:.-::..--::: 

Vol. ! - Gospels and Acts ... .. . .............. . . $7.00 

Vol. 2 - Epistles and Revelation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume .... . . . .... .. ...... .... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 61 0 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

FOLLOWI NG JESUS HOME. 0. H. 
Tabor. Western Christian Found. 172 p. $3 

This is one of the most delightful books 
you will ever read. F orty-three short es
says on the qualities of Jesus implanted in 
the hearts of his followers which bring 
rich personal rewards. The kjnd soul of 
the author comes through as you follow 
his thinking. An excellent gift item. 

THE GOD MEN. AN INQUIRY INTO 
WITNESS LEE AND THE LOCAL 
CHURCH. Neil Druddy. LVP. 156 p. $4.95 

A thorough study of a strange reHgious 
group headed by Witness Lee with empha
sis upon the points at which the doctrines 
are in contrast with tradtional Christian 
groups. The power of a single charismatic 
leader is vividly pointed out, as he dis
covers some long buried truth and naively 
supposes that he has restored f irst cen
tury Christianity by emphasizing it . 

GIVERS GOD LOVES. Bob Harrison. 
Western Christian Foundation. 33p. $2.50 

A seven lesson study of the subject of 
giving, designed to help the Christian into 
a better understanding of his responsi
bility rega rding liberality. 

THE GOLDEN MYTH OF MORMONISM. 
Don Simpson. Western Christian Founda
tion. 378p. $7.90 

Every contribution to the field of litera
ture dedicated to the explosion of the 
Mormon myth provides some ammunition. 

This one does. A lot of research has gone 
into it. While it covers much the same 
ground as other works in the field, thjs 
one, divided into eight areas of study, 
brings to light some material we have not 
seen elsewhere. 

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN. Larry West. 
Choate Pub. 187p. $4 

Brief, five minute messages which have 
been heard by millions who listen to the 
author on World Radio programs. Excel
lent material for mediation, for teaching, 
or for just plain reading. Pungent. Pow
erful. 

THE CASE FOR CHRISTIAN THEISM. 
A. J. Hoover. Baker. 274p. $6.95 

The first edition of this book was pub
lished and widely distributed under the 
title of "Dear Agnos" which was a very 
personal defense of faith. This new edi
t ion better addresses i tself to the theme 
of the book It is possible to have a valid 
faith. 

WAR . . . Four Christian Viewpoints. 
Robert Clouse. IVP. 210p. $5.95 

A good examination of four views to
ward carnal warfare that represent most 
people's thlnking Non-resistance, Paci
fism, the Just war, Preventative warfare, 
and then a postscript dealing with nu
clear war 

When sending a book for review m these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All boolu reviewed here may be purchllSed from 
the Firm Foundation Publi~hing House. PlellSe add 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

(\t-1 - 11 - - -~-- _II_U_P ______ .. , __ , __ ,.,, ___ II __ , __ ,.,, ___ II __ , __ _.,.., __ II __ , ___ I __ ,, 

f CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for freo estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, ICeeuo, Tezu 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

BROWN TRAIL SI:HOOL OF PREJli:HINii 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WH ITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "\.A/hat" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curricu lum 
• Curricu lum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENRO LLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone : 817-282-3911 
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Cafi(omia {!fm~ch dll1t:'l.9£H 
and !lnco'l.po'l.ation~ 

23y'ton QJ. §'torn:~, dftto'tm:y 
601 e l l/. q:>a <kcente.'t, ..Eanta c::flna, 

C!a. 92705 

(714) '541-5369 

10 1Je.au C.'x.pe.'l.ie.n ce. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
J ack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memph~, Tenn .38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901·761·1350 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation In Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to retire, and we're 
soa.rcbing for a mature, experienced man to 
step in and continuo growth program. 
Partial support doalrablo, but not required, 
as wo are in a building p rogram scheduled 
lor completion In Docombor 1981. Will con
sider a U applicants as getting tho right man 
Is most important. Six room home avaHablo. 
For additional information, send letter of in
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harr;.burg, IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evonlngs call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

Harding University 
Non-Discriminatory 

Policy 
As to Students 

H arding University admits 
students of any race, color, and 
national or ethnic origin . Also. 
in compliance with Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 
1972, and section 504 o f the 
Rehabilitation Act o f 1973. 
Harding University does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex 
or handicap in its educational 
program, activities or employ
ment except where necessita
ted by specific religious tenets 
held by the institution and its 
controlling body. 

Searcy, Arkansas 
\ I 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertiainl' In this section $1.50 per llno. Designed especiall7 to accommodato CODI'ftl'ations 

odvcrtiainl' meetin~r places, preachers seeklng work or congrqationa secldns preachers • .Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT ROOD- KILLEEN. TIDX.AS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-8012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00~P""':.M.::-=-::-==-::-=--=-==:---

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Hel'p us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, .Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvinl' St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord'o Day 
Worship 10:80 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:80 
A.M. Sun., 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0686. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-8810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALAsKA.·~.:.:-=-.AN-=-=-=c=s=-=o:-::RA::-:-:G=B=--c=sUROB Oil' 
OHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska, Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorase, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 o;;.;r~8,:;,44;:,.·~67.:,:1;,:,9~. ~=-===-=-====--

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PRBAOBING 
11800 Dubllu Road 

Plea•aatou, Callfoi'Dia 94588 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr., Dlreotor 

NOW WORSHIP ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
ChurC'.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST. 15665 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98166. If you know 
someono moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We wlll contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlatera: Lcwla Frisby, 714-622-2588; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
-----------~ME~T=R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center st.. V.F.W. Hall, 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. DOG E. Mortrm~ Ave., 
U.S. 480 En•t Oppoalte K-Mart. Office 4'7'1• 
12n. Robb.,. Wade. Mia, 4'16-40GG. 
SUN CITY. OALIII'ORNIA-Vnlle7' Ohurch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ,, 6151 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI8LES-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abileno, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Chriot In San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 612-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78686." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
st. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '1:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P • .Tolly, Min. 795-2811. 

.JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS 
Available thru Government Agencies In your area. 
Many sell for under $200.00. Call (602) 941-8014 
Ext. #666 for your directory on bow to purchase. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

WOTShip with the 
Church of Christ in Holl:vwood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday wOTship 11 A.M. 
Wednesday 7:30P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (218) 468-6362 

1% miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(VIne becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S ROME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
Interviews for houoeparenta, christians who are 
interested in the rearintr of boys and girls In a 
christian way. Men should posaeas skills in mainte
nance or interests in qrlcultural areao. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your consregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689-
7726 (day) or 512-689-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box '76, Medina, Texas, 78066. 
""EM.I:"LOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707 I 448-3567." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by .Timmy .Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Prosram. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for lfst 
and plan. Tape Library, Hlllcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon. Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
Preacher wanted after .July 1st, 1981. Sound man 
with emphasis on personal work : Must be able to 
work effectively with military/civilian population. 
Send resume, photo, references, and taped sermons 
to: Elders, Church of Christ, P .0. Box 576, 111 
Roosevelt Road, .Tacksonvllle, N.C. 28640. 
For sale, song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 180 books In good condition. Make 
uo an offer, you pay freight. Church of Christ. Box 
544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. Ph. (817) 688-4425. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georsfa. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
Preacher Available. Would like to locate before 
Sept, 1. 16 yrs, experience, 89 yrs of age, married 
with 2 teenage boys, .Tim King, 14239 Lourdes, 
Houston, Tx. '17049. Area code 718-468-2696. 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
ELECTRONIC TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, for En
terprise Square USA at Oklahoma Chrlstion Col
lege, opening .January 1, 1982. Applicant should 
have training and experience in the maintenance 
and repairs of electronic and audio-visual equip· 
ment. Inquiries to : Robert H. Rowland, Oklahoma 
Christian College, Rt. 1, Box 141, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73111. 

WANTED: YOUTH MINISTER 
for a congregation experiencing a 40% expansion 
over the last two years In a St. Louis. Missouri 
suburb. Call 314-891-6697 or 814-391-8306 or write 
the Lafayette Church of Christ, 116 New Ballwin 
Road, Ballwin, Missouri 68011. 
There will be a Homecoming .July 12, 1981 at the 
Downtown Church of Christ in Morrilton, Arkan· 
sas. We would like to have as many former mem
bers and ministers as possible for this day of 
worship and fellowship. Pot luck dinner will be 
served followed by singing in the afternoon. 

CENTURY Zl RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moVlnl' an,.where In the u.s.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an ethical, 
caring nrofellslonal Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 

. for Mel nr Rudy, 1·918-C37-4433. 
CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 

23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma '14129. 
Each office Ia independently owned and operated. 

'72 48 passenger Chevrolet painted .Joy Bus colors. 
$1260 if interested contact Cecil Lanning 918-667-
2127 or Box 41, Talihina, Okla. '74671. 
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparents to six children In a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Home, 
2420 Highway 62, .Jeffersonville, Indiana 47180. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested In further details or an ap. 
plication. please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 
2R2-1047.'' 
Preach:..:e:...:.r_n_eed-=-ed-=--=-ro-r---:8~0-m_e_m-=be-r-co_n_Jn"_eg-a-:-t-:-lo-n--;i-n 
Southwest Georgia. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 294, Sylvester, Georgia 81791. 
PREACHER WANTED. Prefer an older pxperfenced 
man. Salary nesrotiable. Send resume. The church 
owns Its own bullrUng and self-supPOrting. Contact 
Oral Mnrcmn. 620 Chester St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Phone (616) 684-5671. 

GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: In Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
Qereonal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 67042, or call (606) 266-6876. 
EVANGELIST NEEDED. Please call (612) 449-
1646, or write Box 448, George West, TX 78022. 

INVBSTJGATIDI Tile Firm ll'ouadattoa 
trlea to acreea advertlala,;. and will aot 
kDowla,;IT toke queatloaable advertl•laa-. 
But It Ia the reader'• reapon•lblllt-,. to ID• 
vestlgate. Like DDT other pap•r. Wt' •ome
tlmea uawtttlna-17' run aD uaworth7' ad. 
A.a the old •a7'1Dir ~rQea, before TOD IDveat. 
laveatla:atel 

THE WORK IN ROCHESTER, MINN. 

J. D. Rothwell 
In July 1946 I took my wife to Mayo 

Clinic. There was not a known member of 
the church in that city. Under joint co
operation of Central Church in Chickasha 
and Wewoka Oklahoma Wayne Mickey 
moved to Rochec;ter in October 1947. 

In 1948 I conducted the first meeting 
in Rochester in Mayo Clinic Auditorium 
with only Wayne and Cathy Mickey as 
local members. 

In March of this year we returned to 
Rochester to go through the Clinic. I 
found an active congregation of 110 
members. Bro. and Sister Siburt are 
working effectively with this group. I 
met several young couples· who were 
recent converts. Bro. Dennis Riddle is 
working as hospital chaplain. Two elders 
direct the work, Robert Yarbrough and 
Gerry Willis. 

SUNSET SCHOOL 
OF 

CHINESE STUDIES 
3723 34th Street 

Lubbock, TX 79410 
Tel. (806) 792·5191 

• Two year curriculum. 
• New class every Sept. 
• Chinese Mandarin taught 

daily. 
• Campaigns to Chinese pop

ulaces of U.S. & Canada. 

ttJ\JNtN ~&\)'Ill\)(!;® 
~ (G}©~9~ · East 
uUU Tennessee School 

of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Phone (615) 691-7444 or 691-7201 

TRAINING Workers 
TRAINING Missionaries 
TRAINING Preachers 

Write or call for catalog 
Next Registration August 19, 1981 
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;po~n 
'Word or 

Q'ffd" 

THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books-saving time in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 $189.50 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 $ 69.50 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 $159.95 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 $ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in Engl ish (KJV) at $3.95 each 

' THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• Spanish, Reina·Va lera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 $49.95 

• SPANISH 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number Price 

Add Postage and Handling Total $ ____ _ 

SHIP TO: 
Nama_ ______________________________ __ 

Address,_ _______________________________ _ 

Cityr ________ state•- ----2ip
1 
___ _ 
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THE POLITICAL CRISIS IN POLAND has resulted in a serious food short
age. Many have no ration cards. Many families have only ono card for tho 
enliro family. Every thing, almost, is ra tione d. Rations include 1f2 pound 
of meat, a nd two chickens pe r month, 2.2 sugar, 2.2 flour, ole. 

To moot the immediate need, the Mannheim, G erma ny (American) con
gregat ion ra ised almost $15,000, and missiona ries Bill McDonough and 
Wos Harrison drovo a truck loaded with over 6,000 pounds of food 
through to the over I ,000 Christians in Pol and . The Airline Drive church in 
Bossier City, La. 7 111 I will receive funds for this work which will continue 
indefinitely. 

Austin, 'i'exa.s, July 7, 1981 
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Self hood 

The Renaissance gave birth to the modern mind. The 
"New Enlightenment; The Age of Reason" they called 
it. Anyone acquainted with the history of the Dark 
Ages will freely admit that the mind needed f1;eedom. 
The very fact that humans possess an intelligence pre
cludes the need to use that facility. The exercise of 
the human mind to its full capacity and capability is an 
inalienable right. Enslavement of the mind is worse 
than enslavement of the body. 

We do not begrudge the heirs of the Renaissance the 
freedom that breaking the shackles of the Dark Ages 
gave them. Intellectualism, however, taking the bit in 
its teeth staged a run-away. God was labeled as the 
myth of a bygone age, and Revelation was plucked to 
pieces by critics. There arose a new cult. It was the cult 
of self-hood. 

The new cult was characterized by its wanton desire 
to accumulate things-more t hings than the neighbors 
have. It was interested in self-self gratification and 
self .image. It felt that the summum bonum was to feel 
good about one's self. Self-gratification was the hall
mark of the culture. "If it feels good, do it" became the 
slogan of a new culture centered on self-hood. 

There was something about the selfhood culture that 
breathed a spirit of rebellion against the scientific, 
atomic-energy, technological atmosphere that threat
ened to drown the whole world in one great pool of 
stagnant social and moral pollution. It seemed to strug
gle with the worth of the individual as opposed to the 
Sino-Soviet concept that the individual is but fodder 
for the state. But the profound mistake of the counter
culture was that it developed into a "me" generation 
consumed by its own vanity and selfishness. 

In the past century humanism and materialism has 
eroded the value of human life until man in the minds 
of many is but the composite of the inert elements and 
minerals that comprise his physical form. He is nothing 
more than an animal of advanced intelligence. We are 
glad to see the stirring of a spark that indicates that 
some at least have not lost all recognition of the worth 
of the individual, and that they do attach other than 
ordinary values to human existence. Christians ought 
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not to wait out their time huddled in a church house 
waiting tor the technological hailstorm to pass. They 
need to be contending with hedonism for the souls of 
men. The center of the system is not selfhood; it is 
concern for others. The real meaning of life is not 
getting, but giving; not being served, but· serving. A 
selfish selfhood is self-loathing. Even the heathen poets 
of ancient Greece knew well that "We are his off
spring." The highest expression of selfhood is spiritual 
rathern than carnal; theistic rather than materialistic. 

The temple of selfhood must have windows in it. It 
cannot be a sealed up, self-contained mauseleum of 
moulding pride, vanity and conceit. To be a viable op
tion it must receive sunlight from the outside. Heaven 
must shine in. You can't rule out God and leave any 
light in the soul. Rationalistic selfhood is a dank and 
musty thing. Truly "the fool has said in his heart there 
is no God." 

Man is essentially a covenant creature. By himself 
he is nothing. With God he can be anything his faith 
leads him to be. Apar t from God, Adam was but a 
wandering nomad, headed back to the dust from which 
he came. In covenant with God he was King. Apart 
from God Israel was nothing; in covenant with God, 
Israel was invincible. Separated from God we die; in 
covenant with God we live. The total fulfillment of self
hood comes only in submitting to the covenant. It is 
God that makes one man a majority. 

Scientism, rationalism, materialism-none of it can 
complete selfhood. Under all these disciplines he is but 
a worm struggling for meaning. It is faith that makes 
selfhood make sense. Every atheist that ever lived 
ended life with a question mark. A Christian ends life 
with an exclamation point. 

Selfhood has a divine architect; not an atheistic one. 
We are completely in him. Only from the "in Christ" 
position can one hear angels sing. 
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Satan Is Not Disturbed by • • • 

STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

RELIGIOUS PEOPLE AS LONG AS THEY ARE IN RE
LIGIOUS ERROR. God has always been displeased with those 
who verbalize spiritually or borrow their righteousness from 
the minds of humans. Jesus quoted Isaiah when he said, "This 
people draw nigh unto me with their mouth, and honor me with 
their lips; but their heart is far from me. In vain do they wor
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" 
(Matt. 15:8, 9). 

There are plenty of people who are "religious without being 
righteous.'~ Paul even encouraged Titus to rebuke disorderly 
teachers in the church by rebuking "them sharply, that they may 
be sound in the faith; not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 
commandments of men, that turn from the truth" (Titus 1:13, 
14). Jesus was always about condemning hypocrisy in religion. 
Let's determine to shun religious error regardless of its form 
and cleave devotedly to the word of God (John 8:32). 

CHURCH ATTENDERS WHO REFUSE TO ACT UPON 
THE MESSAGES PRESENTED. Doers are far less plentiful 
than hearers and beggars. "Not every one who says unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Jesus 
once asked a most probing, even rhetorical question: "Why do 
you call me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" 
(Luke 6:46)? Someone once ~aid, "Principles without programs 
are platitudes." 

We need to implement our spiritual commitments to Jesus by 
developing and responding to programs that will strengthen 
the kingdom. It was E. E. Hall who said, "If your spirits are 
low, do something; if you have been doing something, do some
thing else." The Key-DO SOMETHING! People are like 
streams because they stagnate when they stop moving forward 
(Rom. 2 :13). And never, never confuse motion with action! 

PEOPLE WHO BECOME MEMBERS AS LONG AS THEY 
REMAIN INACTIVE, UNCOMMITTED AND UNIN
VOLVED. Benjamin Franklin said, "Well done is far better than 
well said." Ships look beautiful in the harbor, but that is not 
what ships are made for! People look fine in their Sunday finery 
in em posing edifices, but that is not what people are for! 
"Launch out into the deep," said Jesus (Luke 6 :4). And we 
simply cannot do that with our "edifice rex complex" and our 
spiritual naval gazing. 

Hidden lights will never guide a lost vessel to a safe harbor 
and salt in a fancy shaker simply cannot flavor the food on 
the table (Matt. 6 :16) ; Christians are saved to help save, com
fort and assist others. Jesus said of the unproductive tree, "Cut 
it down. Why is it taking up space?" (Luke 13 :7). A name on a 
church roll is not cross-bearing discipleship. Commitment, in-

volvement and dedication build strong churches that are soul
saving, soul-keeping and soul-developing families! We are 
losing too many of our little ones because we haven't truly 
converted them. It is much easier to get someone to a baptistry 
than to mature him in Jesus. Little Sally fell out of the bed 
only because she stayed too close to where she got in. 

PEOPLE WITH GREAT TALENT AS LONG AS THEY 
DON'T USE IT! The fearful steward cowardly excused himself 
by saying, "I was .afraid and went and hid (my) talent .•. " 
(Matt. 26 :25). Slothfulness is a blight upon the church! God 
won't accept excuses for uninvolvement. "Thou wicked and 
slothful servant ... " (Matt. 26:26). We are overstaffed and 
underworked! We have PhD's, ThD's, DD's and RFD's but we 
don't have the heart to get out into the trenches of the world 
and rescue the perishing. 

The road to hell is paved with good intentions. An intentious 
heart is a pretentious heart. Good intentions is the earth under 
which we bury, not our single talent, but our multiple talents 
and sophisticated machinery and complicated programs. The 
world will never be won by some newfound modus operandi. The 
method of operation has already been tried and found successful. 
But it's too simple for a complex society as ours. E.,eryone tell 
one about someone called Jesus. God is repelled by lazy hearts 
who could but won't! "I went by the field of the slothful, and 
by the vineyard of the man void of understandi!tg and lo, it 
was all grown over with thorns, and nettles he.d covered the race 
thereof, and the stone wall was broken down" (Prov. 24:30, 31). 

PEOPLE WHO PLAN TO BECOME CHRISTIANS AS LONG 
AS THEY DO NOT EXECUTE THEIR PLANS. "Behold, now is 
the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 
6:2). Paul was urgent in his appeal to the lost. Where is our 
sense of exegence? Procrastination is probably one of Satan's 
most successful tools of temptation. 

Too many who have been introduced to the Savior suppose 
they have all the time in the world to tie up those worldly loose 
ends before making that needed decision. But time is the one 
thing we have no certainty of and which never seems to accumu
late (James 4:14). Now is all we have! 

Strike while the iron is hot! Invite people to obey the gospel 
when their hearts are soft and receptive. Psychology won't con
vert our towns. Whether sharing Christ or accepting him, refuse 
to put off what you know is right for today! The more one says 
"No" to Jesus the easier it seems to continue saying it. Death
bed repentence is like burning the candle of life in the service 
of the devil and then blowing the smoke into the face of God. 
Don't delay ... do what you know to do NOW! 

2716 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48606 
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ELMER PROUT 

Temptation and fall-that is a story as familiar as Genesis 
chapter three and our own encounter with the Tempter. The 
devil comes, we listen, sin enters our lives and its blight con
tinues to spread in home, school, office and nation. 

We know from bitter personal experience that the Tempter 
is not a theory. He still comes with the invitation to serve self 
rather than to obey God; to lie and cheat to get what I want; 
to break promises if it feels convenient; to abuse power in the 
effort to have my own way; to misuse body and brain in a 
frantic chase for 'fun' • . . Every day he comes--makes his 
suggestion, raises his question, sets his trap •.. we resist him, 
sometimes overcome him, but we can be sure that he will keep 
coming back. 

Because of the Tempter we need repeatedly to spend time 
with the record of the temptation and victory of Jesus (Matt. 
4:1-11). Because this story presents the victory of Jesus we have 
a tendency to extract from the narrative a system or series of 
steps with which to overcome the Tempter. It is suggested, for 
example, that since Jesus defeated the devil with the use of 
the written word, we, too, can begin with the same method: 'just 
memorize the Scripture, quote appropriate parts, and the vic
tory is yours!' 

The fact is, however, that our systems have not saved us from 
falling into the Tempter's traps. We find that strange inner 
contradiction in which we can moralize, memorize and quote
and fall into sin all at the same time. In other words, we dis
cover that we live rather close to Romans chapter seven! 

What we must have is the Savior with whom alone our 
overcoming steps are empowered. It is Jesus Christ, the Savior, 
whom Matthew presents to us in his river and wilderness ac
count. 

Approach the temptation of Jesus through his baptism. We 
sometimes look at the baptism record as if its primary aim were 
to tell us about baptism. The basic aim, however, is to describe 
the Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ was baptized that day not 
because he needed to set an example which would underline the 
importance of going into the water but because he was intent 
on being the Savior. 

John the Baptizer was issuing his call to repentance. An evil 
generation ·was turning to God and being baptized as a sign of 
personal repentance. At that point Jesus Christ came on the 
scene. Would he be the remote, isolated Observer? Would he hold 
himself aloof from the people who needed salvation? Would he 
wait until the multitudes had completed their response to the 
prophet's call and then step up to say, 'Fine, now that you have 
repented I am willing to talk to you'? 

4 (420} 

No. When Jesus said, 'Baptize me' it was the act of divine 
identification with the people. The Lord's baptism was his act 
of taking another step among the people he came to save. He 
was/is no ivory tower theorist issuing sets of rules which, if 
followed carefully, will bring victory. Jesus is the involved 
Savior-up to his heart in the needs of people. 

But the baptism event takes us farther when it reaches its 
climax in the testimony of Father and Holy Spirit. As the spirit 
descended, the Voice spoke: "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well-pleased." Those words show .divine approval 
both of Jesus and of his identification, through his baptism, with 
humanity. Jesus Christ was not a lonely prophet hoping against 
hope that there might be a way out of temptation. He was/is 
God's Son and what he did was part of God's way of bringing 
righteousness to the world. 

When we turn to the temptation story we find that Satan 
centers his attack on the humanity of Jesus Christ. "The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among men." The devil's questions come 
out with this implication: "Why put up with human limitations 
-pull off a miracle or two and remove all doubt as to your 
identity . . . And as for the cross-no need for that-1'11 give 
you the whole world right now .•. " 

What a perversion of the mission of the Son of God. Yet how 
typical of the self-centered view of the Tempter. He would tum 
Jesus into a stuntman or magician-pulling miracles out of the 
air. All very interesting, convenient, impressive and exciting. 
AND powerless! For mankind had had its fill of religious spec
taculars-magicians and wonder-workers were a dime a dozen. 
No! Humanity must have a SAVIOR and Jesus Christ would not 
allow any consideration to divert him from his mission to be that 
Savior. So he turned his back on miracle bread, on showmanship 
and on instant kingship . . • turned and took the road that led 
along the Street of Sorrow and the Hill of the Skull. And under
line this: Jesus would BE Savior-not merely set an example. 
For examples without the power of the ·Savior serve only to 
mock and never to save. 

Jesus Christ won the victory over the Tempter. He won in the 
wilderness and he went on to win in the Garden and on the 
Cross. But he did more than gain a personal victory-Christ 
shares his victory because he is Savior. 

Our Savior is our High Priest. Why do we need a permanent 
Priest? Because we have a permanent need. Victory over temp
tation begins by coming to the Savior-Priest. Victory continues 
by staying with him. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 
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Gospel and Life: Jesus and Temptation 
LARRY JAMES 

Several years ago Dr. Karl Menninger, 
director of the Menninger center in To
peka, Kansas, attempted to "reeducate" 
Americans regarding a subject many of 
us evidently had tried to forget. His book, 
Whatever Became of Sin? posed challenge 
after challenge to an affluent society to 
face up to the world in realistic fashion. 
Menninger called on readers to recognize 
the reality and power of moral failure. Sin 
is a reality in life today. Certainly in the 
sense of isolated, individual violations of 
God's standards, sin may be observed mo
ment by moment. But even more, sin 
exists as an objective power, an alternative 
lifestyle, a "counter-discipleship" of sorts. 
The body of Christ does itself no service 
by ignoring or playing down its corrosive 
effects in our lives and in our fellowships. 

The essence of the gospel brings great 
hope: Jesus fought the ultimate battle 
with sin/evil and its consequences to pur
chase mankind for God. His victory over 
sin equals our assurance of forgiveness. 
Grace makes no sense, has no meaning 
apart from the context of sin·, failure, 
guilt, judgment and separation from God. 
Today we rejoice because the burden of 
sin's wage has been forever driven from 
our lives (Rom. 6:28). Now we are dif
ferent since he acted in our place. We call 
ourselves disciples since we no longer will 
to serve sin, but will by the Holy Spirit 
to serve our new found Lord (Rom. 
6:12ff). 

Yet we live in a time of tension. We 
know redemption's sweetness, and yet we 
still live with the debilitating power of sin. 
Even though we have changed masters, 
we continue to fail in the crucible of life 
(Rom. 7: 15ff). Because we are his people, 
we eagerly seek to accomplish his bidding. 
But how do we deal with the ever present 
temptation to step outside the will of our 
Lord? As a follower of Jesus, how am I 
to deal with the allurements Df the world? 
How am I to be equipped for the battles 
of discipleship? 

In Luke 4:1-18 (and parallels) we learn 
Jesus engaged in the same kind of con
flict as we experience. In his experience 
with temptation we find extraordinary in
sight for facing our demanding moments 
of decision. What follows are observations 
(drawn from Luke's version of the wilder
ness temptation) regarding Satan's tactics 
in challenging the people of God. 

Satan's temptations often strike us as 
reasonable, justifiable alternatives in view 
of ou-r larger goals in life. He makes wrong 
seem right and the weaker appear as the 
best. Each one of the Tempter's assaults 
offered Jesus "reasonable" proposals as 
strategy for fulfilling his mission as God's 
Messiah. "Since you are the Son of God, 
turn these stones to bread . . .'' No doubt 
Jesus needed something to eat after a 
forty day fast. Surely there could be 
nothing evil in satisfying such a natural 
need! The temptation likely runs at an 
even deeper level than this though. Satan 
could be offering Jesus a "how to" course 
in mission planning. "You are God's son. 

Demonstrate your power. Turn these 
stones to loaves and feed the oppressed of 
Israel. You will be their Messiah King 
by acclamation! What a logical way to be
coming the Christ of God in their eyes, 
especially considering the people's expecta
tions, the pressing needs of the hungry, 
poor, and your goal in God's Kingdom." 

"Consider this: I will award to you 
my dominion. All the Kingdoms of the 
world will come under your reign. Just 
one condition: Worship me." True, the 
Messiah would inherit the Kingdoms of the 
world. They were to be his. Here was a 
way to the prize without all the suffering 
and brutal fearful rejection. The struggle 
could end before it really began. Satan 
would simply become for Jesus the tran~ 
fer agent. All the world for a curtesy! 

"Since you are God's son, jump off the 
highest corner of the Temple complex. God 
will certainly save you. Such a display of 
his power on your behalf will point out 
to everyone the reality of your messiah
ship. Scripture even backs me up here. 
Remember Psalm 91? And you know how 
the rabbis interpret Malachi 3:1, how the 
Christ would reveal himself atop the 
Temple. Now you have your chance! Such 
an act would rally the people to initiate 
the liberation of Jerusalem. David's throne 
would be reestablished and you would rule 
upon it. Claim the promise. Spectacle is 
better than surrender. Any fool could rec
ognize that! Jesus, you have alternatives 
you know." 

Temptation challenges us in the same 
way. Always we have to struggle with 
rationalizations about our choices. God's 
will often becomes clouded by games we 
play with ourselves about means and 
ends. The secret to working through temp
tation is to hear the rationalization and to 
regard such mental and emotional gym
nastics as warning signals. Many times 
the line separating transgression and sub
mission is microscopic in its fineness. We 
rarely feel the pull of evil until we decide 
it is more attractive than the good. If 
Satan told Jesus he could be Messiah by 
compromise, we should expect him to tell 
us we can be disciples in the same manner. 

Our struggle with evil is usually in
ternal. In George Lucas' successful movie 
"Star Wars" the conflict between good 
and evil is presented in stark terms. Part 
of the film's success is directly attributable 
to the clarity of the conflict: Luke Sky
walker versus the despicable Darth Vader. 
In the sequel, "The Empire Strikes Back," 
Lucas presents the subtlety of evil in a 
more realistic manner. In the climatic 
scene Luke Skywalker battles Darth 
Vader. In tearing the villain's mask off 
Skywalker discovers his own face! The 
battle was with himself-the universal 
conflict. 

In the midst of such difficult conflict we 
need hope. We find hope for victory just 
as Jesus did. Temptation is ove-rcome by 
available truth, by a reliable sou-rce of di
rection and st-rength outside ourselves. 
Jesus won his battle with Satan by rely-

ing on outside assistance. He appealed in 
the face of every challenge to the truth 
of God's word. The similarities between his 
wilderness situation and that of Israel cen
turies before had not escaped him (i.e. 
40 days/40 years; complaints about food; 
violation of monotheism by idolatry; de
mands for dramatic, immediate interven
tion by God). In replying to each sugges
tion of Satan, Jesus quotes from Moses' 
"farewell" address on the law (Deut. 8:3; 
6:13; 6:16). In doing so Jesus relied 
upon objective, verifiable truth outside 
himself to defeat the Tempter. 

He also relied upon the experience of 
God's presence in his life in the person 
of the Holy Spirit. At baptism he had re
ceived a manifestation of the Spirit. The 
Spirit led him into the wilderness. God's 
spirit was real and it was in his life. 
Equipped with God's presence and God's 
word he could be victorious as he worked 
through the meaning of his mission. 

In the same way we will overcome temp
tation in our lives. One of the funda
mental truths I need to recall as a disciple 
is that the Lord has spoken about every 
challenge of evil which I wili face in life. 
His word is piercing in its ethical intent. 
The wor.d clearly marks out right and 
wrong directions for a believer's life. If 
I fail, it will be because I am weak and not 
because the word is unclear. 

God's spirit dwells in every believer. His 
presence needs to be claimed, especially in 
the face of temptation. Life in the Spirit 
guarantees us continual acceptance and 
victory over the assaults of evil. By the 
Spirit the deeds of the flesh are destroyed. 
By the Spirit we cry out in weakness to 
God as father, not in fear, but as chil
dren who desire to do his will. 

Temptation is neve-r a once for all 
experience. It is a continuing battle. Luke 
reminds us Satan left Jesus but only until 
a more "opportune time.'' There were 
countless other temptations. Remember the 
mob wanting to make him King after he 
fed them? Recall Peter's heated disclaimer 
concerning Jesus' prediction of his own 
death. Think about the frenzied throngs 
who greeted him as he entered Jerusalem 
seated on the donkey. At that point they 
would have done anything for him. The 
experience in Gethsemane highlighted by 
the incident with Peter's sword reveal the 
hard choices Jesus still had to make. Even 
while hanging on the cross the battle with 
temptation continued. Jesus struggled all 
of his life with the same power of tempta
tion which we face. No battle ever stayed 
won for him. We would do well to remem
ber this truth: victory today only serves 
to prepare us for tomorrow and its new 
challenges. 

God promises his people victory over 
evil through the triumph of his son. Three 
events which follow the temptation narra
tive in Luke's gospel point this out beau
tifully. At Luke 5:1-6 we observe Jesus 
providing food for his disciples in the great 
catch of fish. Just before this miracle he 
demonstrated his power over the Kingdom 
of Satan by casting a demon out of a 
helpless individual. Even earlier he had 
been delivered out of a crowd of ang.ry 
hometown folk who wanted to throw h1m 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Luke 17: A.D. 70 or the Second Coming? 
BRUCE TERRY 

In a previous article ("The Desolation 
of Jerusalem and the Coming of the Son 
of Man," Firm, Foundation, April 28, 
1981, pp .. 6, 11) I noted that Matthew 24, 
Mark 13, and Luke 21 discussed two 
themes: the desolation of J erusalem in 
A.D. 70 and the second coming of Christ. 
These three passages are similar, although 
there are some differences. One of the 
major differences is that Luke gathers 
together much of the material relating to 
the second coming and puts it in chapter 
17:22-37, ,leaving most of chapter 21 re
ferring to the desolation of J erusalem. 

Now one of t he ways that these three 
passages are misunderstood is by seeing 
the whole discourse as relating only to the 
desolation of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. By 
logical inference, those who teach this say 
that Luke 17:22-37 is also r eferring to the 
desolation of Jerusalem. The next step is 
to teach that II Peter 3 is referring to the 
end of the J ewish age, and not to the end 
of the world. When followed to its logical 
conclusion, this view presents all the pas
sages relating to the second coming, the 
resurrection, the end of t he world, and the 
final judgement as being symoblic for 
what happened in A.D. 70 and thus com
pletely does away with any future hope. 
Tkc Problem 

Actually a correct understanding of 
Luke 17:22-37 is important for a correct 
understanding of Matthew 24. The reason 
for this is that similar scriptures are used 
in both passages. The relationship between 
the two may be diagrammed as follows : 
Matthew 24 Luke 17 
1. vv. 17-~8 1. vv. 23-24 
2. vv. 26-27 2. vv. 26-27 
3. v. 28 3. v. 31 
4.vv. 37-39 4.vv. 35-[36] 
5. vv. 40-41 5. v. 37 

Now those who teach that Luke 17 is 
talking about A.D. 70 make the following 
argument: Matthew 24:17-18 is parallel 
to Luke 17:31. But Matthew 24:17-18 is 
talking about the desolation of Jerusalem. 
Therefore Luke 17:31 is talking about 
the same thing. This is the crux of the 
argument in a nutshell. The argument 
continues along this line: Luke 17:22, 24, 
26, 30, 31, 34 are all talking about the 
same day. Since Luke 17:31 is talking 
about the desolation of Jerusalem, all 
these verses are talking about the desola
tion of Jerusalem. But Luke 17 :26-27 is 
pa rallel to Matt. 24:37-39 and Luke 17: 
35-36 is parellel at Mat. 24:40-41. There
fore Matt. 24:37-41 is talking about the 
desolation of J erusalem. But this section 
is talking about the advent (Greek 
parottsia) of the Son of Man. Therefore 
the advent of the Son of Man must have 
happened at the desolation of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70 and all of Matthew 24 is talking 
about that event. 

Those who carry the argument to its 
logical conclusion could continue on a long 
this line. The "advent" (Greek pa?'OtLSi~ 
Matt. 24:3, 27, 37, 39) is a lso found in I 
Cor. 15 :23; I Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 
5:23; II Thess. 2:1, 8; James 5:7, 8; II 
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Peter 1:16; 3:4, 12; I John 2:28. The 
"Completion of the age" (v. 3) is also 
found in Matt. 13:39, 40, 49; 28:20. The 
"end" (v. 6) is also found in I Cor. 1:8; 
15:24; I Peter 4:7. The "birth-pangs" (v. 
8) are also found in I Thess. 5:3. The 
"clouds" (v. 30) are also found in Rev. 1:7. 
The "trumpet" (v. 31) is also found in I 
Cor. 15:52; I Thess. 4:16. The "angels" 
(v. 31) are also found in Matt. 13:39, 41, 
49; 25:31. The "gathering" (v. 31) is also 
found in II Thess. 2:1. The exhortation to 
"watch" (v. 42) is also found in I Thess. 
5:6. The analogy of coming as a "thief" 
(v. 43) is also found in I Thess. 5 :2; II 
Peter 3:10; Rev. 16:15. Therefore all of 
these " second coming" passagers are in 
r eality talKing about the desolation of 
J erusalem in A.D. 70. 

The Solution 

But at this point soberer minds will say, 
"Hold it ! These passages are not talking 
about the desolation of J erusalem in A.D. 
70. You only have to read them to see 
they're not." And this is true I But they 
all are linguis tically tied together. So 
where is the problem in the logic? The 
problem is all the way back in the crux 
of the argument. The fact that Matthew 
24:17-18 is parallel to Luke 17:31 .does 
not mean that they are talking about the 
same thing. 

(The argument is sometimes expanded 
to say that Mat t. 24:26-27 is parallel to 
Luke 17:23-24 and Matt. 24:28 is parallel 
to Luke 17:37. But in fact Matt. 24:26-28 
is talking about the second coming. The 
point is that the advent of the Son of 
Man will not be a secret happening at the 
desolation of Jerusalem-in the wilderness 
or in the inner room. Rather it will be as 
obvious as the lightning in the sky, as the 
vultures circling a dead body. So the case 
that Luke 17 is talking about the desola
tion of Jerusalem must be built on the 
parallel between Luke 17:31 and Matt. 
24 :17-18.) 

But as we said before, the fact that 
these two passages are parallel does not 
mean that they are talking about the same 
thing. To say that they are involves an 
unspoken assumption. And that assump
tion is that similar wording in different 
contexts must always be talking about the 
same thing. But this assumption is not 
true. J ohn 2:14-17 is parallel to Matt. 
21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; and Luke 19: 
45-46. But the event in John 2 happened 
early in J esus' ministry, while the event 
r ecorded in t he other passages happened 
during the last week before his crucifixion. 
J esus told both the paralytic brought by 
his four friends and the man by the pool 
of Bethzatha, "Rise, take up your pallet" 
(Mark 2:11; John 5:8). Similar sayings 
are found in Matt. 10 where J esus sends 
out the twelve and in Luke 10 where he 
sends out the seventy-[two]: preach that 
the kingdom is neat·, a labot·er is worthy 
of his food, let peace come on a house, 
more tolerable for Sodom, and sheep in the 
midst of wolves. More to the point is the 

saying that a servant is not g reater than 
his master, which is used in two different 
places to teach two dif ferent lessons. It 
is used in Matt. 10:24 to mean that the 
apostles, like J esus, would be maligned. It 
is used in John 13:16 to show that the 
apostles should follow the example of 
J esus in washing one anot her's feet. 

So the point is this: just because similar 
events or sayings occur in two parallel 
passages, that does not mean that they are 
necessarily talking about the same thing. 
In fact, the same saying can be used to 
teach two different lessons in two differ
ent contexts. Always the meaning of 
words must be determined from their 
context. 

But can t he saying about the person on 
the housetop or in the field not going to 
get his possessions have t wo different 
meanings in two different contexts? Yes, 
it can and does. In Matthew 24:17-18 it is 
showing the urgency of f leeing to the 
mountains when the armies surround Jeru
salem. This was fulfilled in A.D. 66 when 
the Roman gener al Cestius Gallus sur
rounded J erusalem with the Twelfth 
Legion and other soldiers. When the seige 
was temporarily lifted, those who did not 
flee were trapped in the city and de
stroyed. But in Luke 17:31 the saying is 
used to exhort disciples of Christ not to 
try to hold on to ear thly possessions and 
ties when Christ comes again, for all these 
things will be destroyed. Lqt's wife t ried 
to and was destroyed herself. Christians 
must renounce the things of this life 
(Luke 14 :33; I J ohn 2:15-17). We can't 
take them with us. Therefore we must lay 
up our treasures in heaven (Matt . 
6:19-21). 

F inal Admonition 

The doctrine that M.atthew 24, (all of 
it), Luke 17, and II Peter 3 are talking 
about the desolation of J erusalem r ather 
than the second coming has for several 
years been taught among us. Already I 
have hea rd of gospel preachers teaching 
that the world will not be finally destroyed 
by fire. And some of them are even teach
ing that the resurt·ection is already past. 
I knew such a young man. He followed 
this teaching to its logical conclusion and 
decided that the second coming happened 
in A.D. 70. The last I saw of him he was 
reading a book on Zen Buddhism, for he 
thought he already had all that Christian
ity had to offer. And he did, if he was 
right! 

This teaching is false. And the danger 
of false teaching is that it can cause peo
ple to abandon the faith ami be lost. I am 
not merely speaking of possibility; I am 
speaking of fact. It has happened! As 
J esus said, "by their fruits you shall know 
them." Brothers who teach this doctrine, 
let me encourage you to restudy this 
teaching and a bandon it. It is a new 
teaching among us and does not promot-e 
the spiritual well-being of the hearers. 
And you must look to your own selves 
also, knowing that those of us who ar e 
teachers will be judged wi t h a stricter 
judgn1ent (James 3 :1) . 

P .O. Box 220, Montezum Creek, Utah 
84534 
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In the previous a r ticle three lines of evi
dence were produced demonstrating that 
the Greek word translated "prove" in 1 
Thess. 5:21 (dokimazo) means "to test, 
examine, scrutinize,'' a nd not "to demon
strate the trut h of some proposition by 
argument or other evidence": (1) the 
etymology or root meaning of t his word; 
(2) the use of lhis word in ancient Greek 
literature outs ide the New Testament; 
a nd (3) the use of this word elsewhere in 
t he New Testament. Her e attention is 
drawn to a fourth piece of evidence-the 
context in which t his word appears in 1 
Thess. 5. 

IV. The Context in 1 Thessalonians 5 
Paul's instruc tion, "Prove all things," 

in 1 Thess. 5:21 appears in a list of ad
moni tions to t he Thessalonians beginning 
with verse 12 and ending with verse 22. 
All of these admonitions pertain to some 
specific problem or need which was being 
faced by the Christians at Thessaloncia 
when Paul wrote this epistle. But a more 
careful examination shows that P a ul ends 
a thought at verse 18 with t he concluding 
statement, "for this is the will of God in 
Chr ist Jesus for you" (see especially 
Len ski, p. 359). Thus most scholars right
ly view verses 19-22 as a unit of thought 
which must be taken together. 

Now this unit contains five statements. 
The fi rst two are negative, and the follow
ing three positive. But these are not really 
five separate instl·uctions, but two; and 
fur thermore, these two are .jnseparably 
connected as negative and positive sides 
of the same teaching. 

A. The Negative Commands in verses 19 
and 20. The Greek form of these two 
negative comma nds is 1ne (not) + the 
present imperative, which is a Greek 
idiom meaning, "Quit (Stop) doing what 
you are doing!" (See A. T. Robertson, 
Word Pictures in the New T estament, 
Vol. 4, 1931, p. 37; Leon Morris, T he 
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries on 
Thessalonians, 1956, pp. 103-104; A. L. 
Moore The CenttL?'Y Bible, New Se1-ies, on 
Thess~lonians, pp. 83-84). Hence, in ver ses 
19-22 Paul is dealing with actual prob
lems in the Thessalonia n church at t he 
t ime of wr iting, and a correct interpreta
tion of verse 21 must take this into 
consideration. 

The commands, "Quit quenching the 
Spirit" and "Quit despising prophesy
ings," are simply two ways of saying the 
same thing. Generally speaking, New 
Testament prophets and their prophesy
ings were held in high esteem by the early 
church. In fact, prophets were r egarded as 
second only to Apostles in positions of 
importance in the early church (see 1 Cor. 
12:28; E ph. 2:20; 3 :5; 4:11-the refer
ences in these passages are clearly not 
to Old Testament prophets; see E . Best, 
" Prophets and Preachers," Scottish Jour
nal of Theology, vol. 12, 1959, pp.129-150) . 
But in certain churches they wer e de
g raded in the minds of some for various 
reasons. (1) F or example, at Corinth the 
tongue-speakers regarded themselves as 
much more spiritual and as much more 
important in the church than the proph
ets. Paul declared in response that just 
the opposite was true unless the tongue
speaker had an interpreter, because the 

"Prove All Things" 
(2) 

JOHN T. WILLIS 

prophet spoke in t he native language of 
his hearer s and so would edify them by 
h is message, whet·eas the tongue-speaker 
spoke in a foreign language (1 Cor. 
14 :15). A similar situation may have 
existed at Thessalonica, call ing fort h 
P aul's instruction in 1 Thess. 5 :19-20. (2) 
In 2 Thess. 2:2, Paul alludes to t hose who 
"by spirit" declared that the second com
ing of Christ was very near. Such false 
prophets may have led many in t he Thes
salonian church to despise all prophesying; 
Paul commands them not to do so. (3) The 
verb "despise" 1 Thess. 5 :20 seems to sug
gest the more sober-minded or intellec
tually-inclined at Thessaloncia had come 
to oppose prophesying in general because 
some claiming to be prophets had be
have liked membe rs of pagan religions in 
the vicinity by engaging in ecstatic 
trances and the like. 

B. The Positive Commands in verses 21 
and 22. The adver sative conjunction but 
(Greek de) at the beginning of verse 21 
shows that verses 21 and 22 a re still deal
ing with the same subject as verses 19 
and 20 namely, how Christians at Thes
salonic~ are to deal with t hose who claim 
to have the miraculous gift of prophecy. 
H ere Paul balances the admonitions he 
had just given. Just as the Thessalonians 
are not to despise one who claims to have 
a divinely-revealed prophetic message (vs. 
20) , so also they are not to accept the 
message of such a person gullibly with
out first examining whether he is genu
ine ( vs. 21). In other words, as the con
text shows, "prove all things" means to 
test or exannine or scrutinize all teachings 
of t hose who claim to have the miraculous 
gift of prophecy. If they are found to be 
genuine ("good"), the Thessalonians ar e 
to " hold them fast" (vs. 21b), but if they 
are found to be f alse ("evil"), Christians 
are to "abstain from them" (vs. 22). Paul 
does not state the criteria to be used for 
t his scrutinizing because he and his read
ers know quite well what t hey are, al
though these are not clear to the modern 
r eader . H owever , a comparison with 
Paul's statements in 1 Cor. 2:12-14 and 
12:10; 14 :29 indicate there wer e oth:r 
miraculous g ifts possessed by certam 
members of the early church, namely 
spiritual discernment and "the ability to 
distinguish between spirits'' or to "weigh 
what is said" (see G. G. Findlay, The 
Cambridge Bible f or Schools and Colleges 
on Thessalonians, 1898, p. 121). 

Thus the context of 1 Thes. 5 makes the 
meaning of "prove all things:• in v~rse ~1 
quite cleat·. Speaking of doktmazo m this 
verse Leon Morris (Tyndale Commen
tarie;, p. 105) writes : "Here the .me~ni~g 
is plainly ' test,' and the idea 1s avmd 
gull ibility,' 'apply spiritual , ~~s~ ~o all 
that claims to be from God . Similar ly, 
W. F. Adeney (The New-Century Bible, 
p. 216) says : "Whatever prophesyings 

ar e u ttered in the church are to be tested 
or proved before being accepted . . . The 
words have no di1·cct refe1'C?tce to the 
wider range of thought and the question 
of proving all pos.~ible propositions.'' And 
P. J. Gloag (The Pulpit CommentanJ, p. 
105) states emphatically : "the funda
mental principle of rationalism, that r ea
son as such is the judge of the doctrines 
of r evelation, is not contained in these 
words, and cannot be inferred from them.'' 
The admonition here is virtually equiva
lent to t hat found in 1 J ohn 4:1, which 
also uses dokimazo: "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but t1·y the spirits whether 
t hey are of God : because ma11y false 
1J?'01Jhets are gone out into the world" 
(KJV). In t his verse, instead of " t ry" 
the ASV has "prove," and the RSV, NEB, 
JB, and NIV have "test." The criterion 
given here (1 J ohn 4 :2-3) is whether the 
speaker confesses that J esus is Lord ( cf. 
1 Cor. 12:3) . 

Now t here ar e some scholars who think 
1 Thess. 5 :21 applies to all spiritual gifts 
and not to prophesying alone ; and others 
who believe it should be extended to in
clude things even beyond miraculous spiri
t ual gifts. But t hey all but universally 
agree on two t hings : (1) the Greek word 
dokimnzo means "to test, examine, scru
t inize," and not "to demonstrate the truth 
of some proposit ion by argument or other 
evidence"; and (2) t he Greek word eidos 
in verse 22 may mean "ever y form that 
wickedness may assume" or "every kind 
of evil," but not "everything which ap
pears or seems to be evil but in realit y is 
not." 

This study leads naturally to the fol
lowing important conclusions. (1) In 1 
Thess. 5 :21 P a ul does not command Chris
tians to demonstrate the truth of all con
ceivable propositions by argument or oth
er evidence. While the tenets of Chris
tianity may be supported by reasonable 
evidence up to a point, ultim'ltely the bed
rock foundation of the Christian life is 
trust in God, "for we walk by faith, not 
by sight" (2 Cor. 5 :7), and "whoever 
would draw near to God must believe (not 
prove) that he exists a nd that he rewards 
those who seek him" (Heb. 11 :6). ( 2) 
Christians must be willing to l isten to 
everything. Since they genuinely seek the 
t ruth, they have nothing to fear from any 
quarter. But t hey are equally bound to 
scrut inize ever yth ing they hear, and not 
to accept gullibly any teaching, no mat
ter how sound the speaker is r eputed to 
be. If God's word commends t he Bereans 
for "examining the scriptures (in this 
context, the Old Testament) daily to see 
if t hese things ( i.e., the things taught by 
Paul and Silas) were so" (Acts 17 :11 ) , 
certainly Christians in the modern world 
need to examine the scriptures (the entire 
Bible) daily to sec if the things taught 
t hem a re so. (On this , see the remarks 
of Albert Barnes Notes on the New Tes
tament: Thessaldnians, etc., Third print
ing, 1955, p. 61.) (3) Bu~ th~ purpose f~r 
t his scrutinizing of teachmg 1s not to gam 
the personal, selfish pleasure of uncover
ing and exposing some erro1· o1· false 
teacher, but to s ift t he wheat from the 
chaff in or der to incorpo1·atc the good 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Reaching Muslims Today GARY G. soE HNER One Basis for Faith in the Bible 
About 90% of all Indonesians are at 

least nominal or formal Muslims. Islam is 
the dominant religious form of Indonesia 
which shapes much of every day social 
life. In some respects the Islam of Indo
nesia is a part of the world system of 
I slam. In many respects the Islam of In
donesia is very distinctive. 

S. A. Keliat, a member of the church of 
Christ in Medan, was born June 20, 1917 
in Indonesia. He became a member of the 
church about three years ago. He has a 
f resh insight into the workings of law and 
grace in an I slamic context. 

Keliat was much more than merely a 
nominal Muslim. He was a devout Muslim 
characterized by both what he believed 
and what he did religiously. For most of 
his life he confessed faith in Allah and 
Mohammed as his prophet. He offered 
a set of ri tual prayers with prescribed 
words and eight separate physical move
ments five times every day at sunrise, 
midday, afternoon, sunset and evening. 
The prayers he offered consisted of the 
profession of faith and some passages 
from the Qu'ran. During the ninth month 
of the Muslim year, he observed t hirty 
days of fasting, from sunrise ti ll dusk. 
Special prayers were recited during the 
night. Paul said concerning his former 
religion, "I advanced in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions 
of my father s". Keliat could express in 
similar words with Paul, "I was advanc
ing Islam beyond many Muslims of my 
own age and was extremely zealous for 
the traditions of my ancestors.'' 

Pa ul changed his thinking after he met 
J esus face to face. 

But what caused Keliat to change his 
thinking about the traditions of his ances
tors? What motivates a devout Muslim to 
become a Christian is a very complex sub
ject. Every individual Muslim has his 
own needs that he responds to. Keliat 
hopes there a r e other Muslims that share 
his discovery of what he believes to be 
the most s ignificant factor in reaching 
Muslims today. 

No Muslim can claim any assurance of 
where he is going to spend his eternity. To 
a Muslim, the Christian doctrine of eter
na l life and the assurance of heaven is 
arrogant. I t is t hat Islamic teaching which 
eventually changed Keliat's mind about 
the traditions of his ancestors. Part of 
his daily ritual prayers as a Muslim re
quired that he ask God "to ave Moham
med" 1 Keliat often thought how strange 
it sounded for him to ask God to forgive 
and save the founder of their religion. If 
Muslims do not have any confidence that 
Mohammed is saved, then how can they 
possibly have any conf idence in their own 
salvation? Unlike the Christian teaching 
of salvation by grace through faith in 
J esus Christ, Is lam teaches salvation by 
works, with uncertainty at best. A Chr is
tian knows by faith that he is saved. God 
has confidence that the Christian can live 
the saved life which he designed. Man 
was designed to live the saved life just 
like he was designed to walk with his legs 
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after a period of crawling on his knees as 
a baby. Many Muslims are "crawling on 
their knees'' because of the uncertain 
salvation of Islam. Ketiat "began to walk" 
when he began to magnify the grace and 
the forgiveness of the gospel. As he con
tl·asted the uncertain salvation of Islam 
with the certain salvation of Christianity, 
he became a free man in Christ. 
Box 652, Medan, Indonesia 

What's Worrying You Today? 
RUBEL SHELLY 

Money? Health? FamHy problems? 
Someone who offended you? Job security? 
I s one or more of these common concerns 
causing you anxiety today? What is both
ering you today? 

Worry is no ooodl It is disastrous to 
phyt.-ical health, for it causes headaches, 
upsets stomachs, raises blood pressure, 
etc. It is a blight to good mental health, 
and doctors' offices are crowded with peo
ple whose ailments trace to fretting rath er 
than infection. Above all else, though, 
worry is destructive to our spi1-itttallives; 
it signifies a lack of trust in the love and 
promises of our Heavenly Father. 

If you are worried about something 
today, pause a minute to consider t hese 
facts. 

(1) ll!ost of yottr fears are orottndless. 
Mark Twain quipped : "I am an old man 
and have known many troubles, but most 
of them never happened.'' Likely hal.f of 
the things most people worry about will 
never come !.<> pass, and another 40 per
cent of the unfortunate events of life 
couldn't be averted or changed by all the 
WOlTY in the world. It is better to face 
today's real challenges rather than to 
worry about a tomorrow that may never 
come. Jesus tells us : "Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own" (Matt. 6:34 NIV). 

(~) All worry is fmitless. While anxi
iety will not empty tomorrow of its trou
bles, it wi ll rob today of its strength. It 
distracts from present responsibili t ies and 
creates problems which otherwise would 
not have arisen. "And which of you by 
being anxious can add one cubit unto the 
measure of his life?" (Matt. 6:27) . 

(9) Worry is a habit which is difficult 
to b1·eak. Like ruts in a road that become 
deeper with use, worry becomes a way of 
lifo which destroys peace of mind and 
fights against trust in God. "Be not there
fore anxious, saying, What shall we eat? 
or, What shall we drinJC? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek; for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things" (Matt. 6 :31-32). 

The only way to break the vicious habit 
of won-y is to fix your mind on the Lord 
and learn to trust his love and goodness. 
"Thou wilt keep hin~ in perfect peace, 
whose 11tind is stayed on thee; because he 
t1·u,steth in thee" (Isa. 26:3). "Casting all 

MORGAN T AYLOR 

Many reasons are given for believing 
the Bible, but the most powerful one for 
me is the perfect picture it gives of im
perfect man and his problems. One of the 
most eternal and universal needs is how 
to handle the problem of guilt and its ef
fects on us. Not having lived in Eden, we 
really do not know what life was like 
before the fall of man, but we can experi
ence the feelings of Adam and Eve after 
they did the forbidden thing. Guilt, fear 
and alienation came upon them, and they 
tried to hide f r om God. Job seems to have 
had a fuller understanding of the nature 
of Adam's eCfort to hide. Trouble came 
upon him, and his friends tried to tell him 
that he was suffering because of his 
secret sins. They tried io get him to con
fess, but Job denied any wrong doing, and 
replied something like t his, "I have not 
tried to hide my sin in my bosom like 
Adam did." Do we not see people around 
u s who are trying to hide evil intent be
hind big smiles, and, perhaps, they try 
to hide them by perfect church atten
dance? But t he feeling of guilt and the 
fear of being found out causes some 
feeling of alienation which is one of the 
greatest of modern man's curses. The pic
ture of Adam and Eve rings true to mod
ern life. How can we account for this 
eternal and universal problem being 
shown in the beginning is such a simple 
but powedul way unless it came through 
the inspiration of God who made man and 
knows all about His creation? 

Cain's behavior reinforces this picture 
of man's harshest punishment; alienation 
which comes through guilt. He tried to 
cover up his crime by hiding Abel's body. 
When confronted with his guilt, he ·tried 
to dodge the issue by answering a ques
tion with a question. The Lord made a 
prediction about Cain, "A fugitive and 
a vagabond shalt thou be.'' Cain accused 
the Lord of driving him out from the face 
of the earth, but Cain was guilt-driven, 
and we find this same kind of behavior 
all around us today. We may find the OJ>
posite of running away; some people 
merely withdraw from the world. J ob 
defended himself from his friends accusa
tions by saying that he did not hide be
hind his door. How could such a perfect 
pictur e of this predicament of modem 
man be drawn except by the inspiration 
of God who made him? 

Our Lord and Savior came to assist us 
with this problem, and we say "assist" 
because we do have some responsibilities 
which we cannot ignore. First of all, we 
must accept our guilt. We cannot h andle 
it by trying to shift it to our wives as 
Adam did. We should not try to avoid it 
by clouding up the issue as Cain tried to 

Continued on page 11 

your anxiety upon him, because he careth 
for you" (1 Pet. 5 :7). 

The ability to live above debilitating 
worry is a gift of God to his trusting 
chi ldren in this anxious and hectic world. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 
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Information About Teaching Opportunities in Plateau State, Nigeria 
Friday afternoon, May 15, 1981, in Bos

ton, Massachusetts, Rees Bt·yant had a 
conference with Mr. C. D. Damen, Chair
man, Teacher Service Commission, Pla
teau State, Nigeria. l\Ir. Damen and other 
ministers of education from the Plateau 
State were in the United States recruiting 
teachers fot· secondary schools in their 
state. The following questions and an
swers are based on conversations during 
this conference: 
Whctt academic qualifications do yott re
qui?·e? 

B.A., B.S. or M.A. degrees, except 
teachers of technical education such as 
auto-mechanics, welding, mechanical en
gineering, etc. who could have only the 
A.A. degree. 

Must lcaclun·s have leache1·s' certifica
tion a,~ 1uell as lhe academic deg1·ee? 

No. They can teach in Plateau State ii 
they have the degree. The Teachers' cer
tification is not necessary. 

What subjects do yot' need teachers for? 
Religious Knowledge (Bible 

Knowledge) 81 
Mathematics 131 
Agricultural Science 53 
English 50 
Physics 25 
Biology 25 
Chemish·y 15 

Those who teach in other areas could 
f ill in an applica.tion form and their ap
plication would be considered. 

Veteran missionaries 
Rees and Patti Bryant, 
currently residing in 
Searcy, Arkansas, in 
full time work with 
the African Christian 
Hospitals Foundation, 
have announced plans 
to r eturn to the Ni
gerian mission field in 
December. The Bryants 
are recruiting a team 
of teachers to serve 
with them in a new 
miSSion program in 

Plateau State, Central Nigeria. 
On May 15, Bryant met in Boston with 

C. D. Damen, Chairman, Teacher s Ser
vice Commission, Plateau State, Nigeria, 
and other Nigerian ministers of educa
tion to discuss this opportunity. Mr. 
Damen and his colleagues were in the 
United States to recruit 81 teachers in 
other academic disciplines. The Plateau 
State government will provide round trip 
tickets from New York to Nigeria plus 
a salary for beginning teachers of $6,300. 
Minimum contracts are for two years. 

Those who serve will be teaching Bible 
to hundreds of eager young Nigerians on 
a day-to-day basis. Then the teachers will 
be able to go out and plant churches 
among various ethnic gr oups. 

Application forms and other informa
tion may be obtained by \Hiting Bryant 
at 40 Dalewood, Searcy, Arkansas 72143 
or his sponso1·, Temple City Church of 
Christ, 6272 N. Sereno Drive, Temple 
City, California 91780. 

REES BRYANT 

What sala1·y do yott offer? 
The beginning salary for those with 

B.A. or B.S. degrees and no teaching ex
perience is about $6,300.00 per annum, 
depending on the rate of exchange. Those 
who teach in science will receive a 15% 
bonus after two years of satisfactory ser
vice. Those who teach in the liberal arts 
area will receive a 10% bonus after two 
years of satisfactory service. 

The beginning salary for a teacher 
with an M.A. is about $7,000.00 per an
num, depending on the rate of exchange. 

Generally speaking, those with Ph.D. 
degrees are not sought for this service 
since they are over-qualified to teach in 
the secondary schools. Occasionally, how
ever, someone with a Ph.D. could be hired 
to work in the educational headquarters in 
Jos, the capital of Plateau State. 

What are the lengths of the contra~ts? 
The minimum contract is for two years. 

Then, if satisfactory service is rendered, 
the contract can be l'enewed for another 
two year period. 

When do teaching assignments begin? 
They begin in September and in J anu

ary of each year. Those who plan to begin 
in September should come to Plateau 
State by the middle of August. And those 
who plan to teach beginning ·in January 
should come to Plateau State by the mid
dle of December. 

Besides salary, what othe1· benefits are 
there? 

The Plateau State government will pay 
for round-trip tickets for each teacher. 
Round-trip tickets are also provided for 
wives and for two children under 17 years 
of age. 

Living quarters are also provided for 
the nominal fee of 8% of the teacher's 
salary. These houses or apartments usual
ly include a living room, kitchen and two 
bedrooms. They are furnished with beds, 
chairs, a refrigerator, an electric stove 
and indoor plumbing. 

Also, there is free medical treatment 
in the government hospitals. Those who 
choose private medical care pay for their 
own medical' expenses. 

What syllabus and text are ttsed? 
There is a syllabus for every subj ect 

that is provided by Plateau State govern
ment. Although teachers are expected to 
go by the syllabus and prepare their stu
dents for externally prepared examina
tions, there is a good bit of flexibility for 
each teacher that would permit discussion 
and discovery. The syllabus is to be re
garded as a guideline, rather than in an 
inflexible way. 

Thl:re are texts for each subject which 
each school will buy. The teachers are all 
furnished free copies of the text book. 

Could we begin our teaching appoint
ments in Jauua1·y as well as September? 

Yes. Either is equally acceptable with 
the Plateau State officials. 

Will husbands and wive.~ be posted to 
the same school o1· to nem·by schools? 

Definitely. Plateau State officials will 

not separate families. 
Could our people [1·om the A'merican 

Churches of Clwist be posted near one 
another in the sam.e part of Plateatt 
State? 

Probably not. Where teachers will be 
posted will depend upon a committee of 
the Teachers Service Commission that will 
examine the teachers' applications and 
qualifications and also upon the needs of 
the various secondary schools. 

What langtwge will the teaching be 
done in? 

English. All secondary school work in 
Nigeria is in English. 

BeS"ides English, what other major lan
g1tages a1·e spoken? .. 

Rausa is the trade language of the 
Plateau State. Besides Rausa, there are 
49 or 50 other local languages. 

Coulcl a teacher with a. Bible Minor 
teach Religi9us J(nowledge as well as his 
academic subject? 

Probably so. This would depend a great 
deal on tho principal in charge of the 
particular secondary school to which the 
teacher was posted. However, generally 
speaking those who teach Bible Knowl
edge as their basic subject would also be 
expected to teach some in other areas. 
Likewise, those who taught, for example, 
English or Biology might have the op
portunity of teaching Religious Knowl
edge as well , depending on the needs of 
the local school and the judgment of the 
local principal. 

W hat a1·c the steps which 1n·ospective 
teachers should take towWI·d employment 
with the Teachers Service Contmission, 
Plateau Slate, Nigeria.? 

As I understand them the steps are as 
follows: 

a . Fill in the application form. 
b. Sign and date a.e appl;ce.tion form. 
c. Send the applicat;on form to Rees 

Bryant, 40 Dalewood, Searcy, AR 
72143 for his signature as witness. 

d. Gather the following documents to 
accompany the application form 
when it is sent ot Nigeria: 
* Photo copies of diplomas and cer-

tification 
• t ranscripts 
• birth certificate 
• medical certificate 
• two passport photographs 
• a resume of experience 

e. Send the application form and these 
photocopied documents to : 
Mr. C. D. Damen, Chairman 
Teachers Service Commission 
918 Rest House Road 
P.M.B. 2001 
Jos, Plateau State 
Nigeria 

f . Wait for an answer to the applica
tion. I do not know how long the 
waiting process will take. Patience, 
however, is not only a fruit of the 
Spirit and therefore an essential, 
though very un-American, patt of 
the Christian's daily walk, it is also 
an essential part of missionary 
preparation. 

(Continued on page 12) 



John Hardin 
JOHN THOMAS HARDIN was born 

October 22, 1913 in Kentucky, son of a 
gospel preacher. He died of a heart attack 
May 9th in Willmar, Minnesota. Funeral 
services were conducted at Grand Avenue 
church of Christ, Ponca City, Oklahoma, 
where John grew up and completed high 
school. Ian Fair, of the Bible faculty of 
Abilene Christian University, and J oe 
Watson, of Southern Africa Bible School, 
spoke to those assembled. Burial was in 
a Ponca City cemetery. 

J ohn met and married Bessie Hobart 
while each served in the Armed Forces, 
she a WAC and he a Medic. Six sons 
were born to them; all survive. They are 
Kent, Don, Brian, Neal, Dale, and Gary. 
The widow, Bessie Hardin resides in Abi
lene Texas, where they had settled on 
returning from Africa about two and one
half years ago. One sister, Mrs. Ernest 
Shoemaker, of Ft. Worth, Texas, also 
survives. John was a minister of t he 11th 
& Willis church in Abilene. 

After serving churches in Texas and 
Oklahoma, the Hardins accompanied 
Eldred Echols, the Guy Caskcys, and the 
Waymon Millers to South Africa in 1949, 
finally spending most of twenty-nine 
years there. An excellent song leader, 
John also taught others to s ing and to 
lead singing. A member of the board of 
trustees of "Ch1·istian Advocate," a gospel 
paper published there, he was its editor 
for one year, and a writer several years. 
On the teaching staff of Southern Africa 
Bible School, he was also its pennanent 
director of the annual lectureship. He is 
remembered, too, for his personal evange
listic work, debates, singing schools, and 
for tent evangelism in ru1·al a reas and 
townships among some of the various 
groups of Natives and also the Mulatto 
peoples of the area. He served as minister 
of European churches in Port Elizabeth, 
Johannesburg, and Pretoria. 

He was active in the work of printing 
various materials for use in South Africa, 
not only in the English language, but in 
sever al others as well. -Joe F . Watson 

Ken Tipps, 28 N.W. 12th, Pendleton, 
Oregon 97201: The Lord's church in Pen
dleton, Oregon, began meeting in May of 
1940 when brother J . C. Bunn of Seattle, 
Washington was invited into the home of 
brother Carl Love to preach the gospel 
for eight days. That first meeting con
sisted of seven disciples. Through the 
years the church met in various locations 
and eventually purchased its first penna
nent meeting· facility at 28 N.W. 12th 
Street, where it still meets. The church 
J1as grown through the years, but was 
never able to completely organize scrip-

LOVED ONE$-It,! THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM I 

tact::: ~~:IY~~~~/r.tfo:'~~~~~~t c;;:~~~~~ 
Mlp your loved onea - aa I My have Mlped with •tM 
oplrlluat and phyalcal nMda of thouunda of oiMra during 
IM put tour yeara. Thla atrvlct Ia lrttl 

Send tMir name. complata addreu. phone •nd mllltaty 
Ina lallation. It known. a long with your name. and addr ... 
to: 

10 [426] 

AMEN 
WHITE"S FERRY "IIOAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North Seventh Strttt 
Wtat Monroe. Loulalana 712111 

turally and appoint elders until May 31st 
this year. At that time, after 41 years, 
shepherds were selected and appointed 

to oversee the flock. Brothers Mark Eas
ley and Leroy Puckett became the first 
bishops of the congregration. 

R~rints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for S 12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

ISCLUDJll YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Yei..r Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
•Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaings 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregatit)n 
• Ideally located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
' Operating Since 1970 
• located 3 miles from Valley 

Christian Academy (grades K-5) 

FALL SEMESTER BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429-1403 

~- --·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·- · -· 

! Introducing 
1 Recordex 

Recordex 145 
No. 145 
Regular $589. 
SPECIA L DELOW 
MANF. COST $~40.00 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 345 
ReKular Sl. 795. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $1. 195 . . 

~ •••••••..•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••. .•••.••••••••••• ~~~~:~~:. ~~-s ••••••. ••.. ...• . •• •••• . .. 1 
(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 

__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) 
_ _ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J. P. Kelly, 324 West Park Avenue 
Greenl• eld. IN ~6140 · 317·462· 3648 

Name 

OCheck OMoney Order card' Address 
O Visa OMastere<~rd exp. date 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~ts City. S ta te. Zip FF --·-·-·-. -·-.- ·-·-. -·-· -·-·- ·- · - ·- ·- ·- .. 
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GOSPEL AND LIFE: JESUS AND 
TEMPTATION 

(Continued from page 5) 

off a cliff. All three incidents roughly 
para llel the temptation suggestions of 
Satan. Together they seem to say that 
God acts in his own good time to bring 
victory to those who submit. 

It is interesting to notice in the immedi
ate context of the temptation story the 
last line of the preceding genealogy: "the 
son of Enos, the son of Seth, t he son of 
Adam the son of God." As God's "first 
son," Adam failed under Satan's pressure. 
Adam stands in the background as Jesus 
faces Satan's attacks. The "last son of 
God" accomplishes what the first could not. 
In his victory we discover our good news. 
In him evil can be overcome. As God's chil
dren we find new motive, new resources, 
and new forgiveness. Temptation will 
come today. We will be ready. 

330 S. Plano Road, Richardson, TX 75081 
----o----

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for S 12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

"PROVE ALL THINGS" (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 

into one's own life -in the constant effort 
to become more like Christ, and to refuse 
the bad as a deterrent to personal growth 
in the Lord (see the helpful remarks on 
this by James Moffatt, The Exposito1·'s 
G1·eek Testament, 1897, Vol. 4, p. 42) . 

In view of the context, it is quite clear 
t hat the best English rendering of 1 
Thess. 5:19-22 is that of the NEB: "Do 
not stifle inspiration, and do not despise 
prophetic utterances, but bring them all 
to the test and then keep what is good 
in them and avoid the bad of whatever 
kind." 

ONE BASIS FOR FAITH IN THE BIBLE 

(Continued from page 8) 

do when he asked, "Am I my brother's 
keeper?" Jesus knew that the Samaritan 
woman could not drink of the living water 
until she faced up to her past way of 
life. Guilt cannot be handled by telling 
ourselves that it was not as bad as we 
thought or by blaming society. The Bible 
has the solution to this eternal and uni
versal problem. If we are weary and 
heavy laden with our guilt, we can come 
to Jesus who died to free us from it. All 
of us have this problem, and we can 
rid ourselves of it if we come to Jesus 
in faith a nd are willing to take his yoke 
upon us. I believe the Bible because it de-
scribes this great problem and gives us 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE the only solution to it. 
Note to subscribers: Please give your . 

old address as well as your new address 125 Cambon Dnve 8-D, San Francisco, 
when you move. California 94132 

®ur ~arben of ~nng 
"Nothing Like it Ever in Print" 

A book of biography of song wrltera 
and singers of the Church of Christ botl> 
current and restoration leaders of 100 yeara 
ago. Mora than 150 photographs and 
biographies. interesting articles. s onge, 
laners. and photographs of the pasl 

TYPICAL BIOGRAPHIES AND SONGS 
•TIIIh S. Teddlle- Lord. I Am Coming 

To Thee. 
•L 0. Sanderson- Be With Me. Lord 
•A. W. Dlcua-OurGod, He Is Alive 
• Know leo Shaw-Bringing in the ShtHives 
•Will Slater-A/one At Eve 
• AuotlnTaylor-C/oser To Thee 

PUBLISHER: 
Alton How..-d, Howwd Pub11e1*1g .Co. 

PRINTER: 
fland.McNIIlly Prtntlng c.,.,....,y 

576 Pages 

Bound in beautiful hardback padded vinyl cover of the finest quality . A t reasured 
gift-a collector's item. 

- - - - - - - - Clip and mail today ! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of "Our 
Garden of Song" at D $19.95 regular, plus 10% postage and 
handling. Texas residents please add 5% sales tax. 

Name --------------------------------------------
Address 
City _____ _____ State ________ Zip -~---

I i [427J 



INFORMATION ABOUT TEACHING 
OPPORTUNITIES IN PLATEAU 

STATE, NIGERIA 

(Continued from page 9) 
g. The Teachers Service Commission 

issues letters of appointment to 
those teachers who are accepted. 
Th.ese letters will be mailed to you 
her e in t he U.S. 

h. The next step : go with your suit
cases packed and all other materials 
with you when you are ready to 
travel to Nigeria to the Nigerian 
embassy in New York. 

i. Present your letter of appointment 
to the visa department of the Ni
gerian Embassy. 

j. They will s tamp your visa in your 
American passport. 

k. Report with your passport and letter 
of appointment to Nigeria Airways. 
They will give you a ticket to Ni
geria. 

I. Board the airplane which will fly 
you to London and then to Kano, Ni
geria. A driver from the Teachers 
Service Commission will meet you at 
the Kano International Airport. 

m. You will be housed in a hotel in Jos 
at the expense of the Teachers Ser
vice Commission for about one week 
before you are posted to your teach
ing position. 

Information given above is accurate to 
the best of my knowledge, based on my 
interview with Mr. Damen and his col
leagues. I can't give absolute promises 
about t hese matters. This is just an at
tempt to convey information. However, I 
am confident that t his information is ac
curate. Patti and I plan to go to Nigeria 
ourselves to begin teaching in Plateau 
State in January, 1982. 

Are you in terested in serving with us 
or in obtaining more information about 
this? If so, write me at: 40 Dalewood, 
Searcy, Arkansas, 72.14.'3 or call me at 
501-268-9445. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list ot new subscrlp· 
lions to the Firm Foundation, please be 
eure each has the proper Zip Code number 
atter the c ity and state. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened brea d for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in t he 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the fa rge carton-all ca refully sealed so 
it will kee p indefinitely. Every congrega 
tion should have on ha nd a good supply at 
off times. Price : Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $ 1.50 .postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 6 10, Austin, Texas 78767 
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NIV Standard Cloth and Leather Editions 
Large Palatino type in single column format; 
paragraphed for easy reading; unique subject 
headings; brief clarifying notes; 16 pages of 
exclusive Zondervan 4-color maps; printed on 
quality Zonderlite"' Super· India Bible paper -
only IX" thin! Leather editions feature top grain 
cowhide with full edge· lined binding style, gold 

edges and stamping, ribbon marker and presenta· 
iion pages. Size, 6" x 9". 
Dark Brown Skiverte~ hardcover with gold 
stamped lettering, 80640, $ 17.95 
Black Leather, 80650. $49.95 
Burgundy Leather. 80652, $49.95 
Tan Leather, 80653, $49.95 

NIV Double Column Cloth and Leather Editions 
An alternative, double-column format preserving 
the beauty of the typographic design of prose and 
poetry unique to the NN. Clear Palatino typeface, 
printed on quality Zonderlite"' Bible paper. 
Includes 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 4·color 
maps. Leather editions come in top grain cowhide 
with full edge· lined binding style, gold edges and 

stamping, ribbon marker and presentation pages. 
Size, 6" x 9". 
Dark Brown Skillerte~ hardcover with gold 
stamped lettering, 80600, $ 14.95 
Black Leather, 80 620 , $4 7.95 
Burgundy Leather, 80622, $47.95 
Tan Leather, 80623, $47.95 

NIV Worship and Handi-Size- Leather Editions 
Practical size and price make this NN Bible the 4·color maps; ribbon marker and presentation 
perfect choice for church worship use. Easy·to ·read pages. Printed on quality Zonderlite"" Bible paper. 
Palatino type. Size, 57'1e" x 7%". Top grain cowhide with full edge-lined bindin~ 
Dark Brown Skiverte~ hardcover with gold style, gold edges a nd stamping. Size, SW' x 7~". 
stamped lettering. 80 670 , S9.95 Black Leather, 80 675. $43.95 
Beautiful Handi·Size Leather Editions are ideal Burgundy Leather, 80 677, S43.9 5 
for personal use and Bible study. Easy·to·read Tan Leather. 80 678, S43.95 
Palatino type; 8 pages of exclusive Zondervan 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

. Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JULY 7, 198 1 



SINCLAIRS TO RETURN 
BRIEFLY TO U.S.A. 

LAKE JACKSON, TEXAS-Kenneth, 
Estelle, David, and Kyna Marie Sinclair, 
missionary family to Malaysia and In
donesia for the past fourteen years for the 
Lake Jackson, Texas Church of Christ, 
will be in the United States for a short 
furlough during June 20-August 20, 1981. 
They may be contacted at the Church of 
Chris t, 402 Center Way, Lake Jackson, 
'l'exas 77566, Tel. (713) 297-2494. They 
presently live in Medan, North Sumatra 
Indonesia. 

DR. HERBERT LUFT NAMED 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Herbert Luft, r esident director since 
Hl73 of Pepperdine University's Year-in
Europe program, assumes a new post as 
the University's chief operating officer 
with his apointment as executive vice 
president. 

Luft, an alumnus of Pepperdine, began 
his affiliation with the University in 1963 
as one of the f irs t students to enroll at 
the institution's picturesque Heidelberg 
campus. 

The new administrator f ills a position 
vacant since 1978 when Pepperdine Presi
dent Howard A. White, then executive 
vice president under William S. Banow
sky, was named Pepperdine's fifth presi
dent. Banowsky is now president of the 
University of Oklahoma. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your c ity, county 
newspaper. Effective . 30 eermons free. 

2. Spread lhe Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15~. Instructions 
free. 

3. Cc:nvert Cathohc friends. 15 art•c les l each 
pla•nly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items d esi red. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 35¢ addressed to you. LIT
ERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79E01 . 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Lear~ to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualofy to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK· 
E:R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 45B: 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7715 

. , .... ·~ ..... 

For those age 62 or older, or handicapped. 
Rent subsidy available. 

Located next to Centerville Churc~. 
An atmosphere of Christian love and fellowship. 

Tulipwood, Centerville's new 75 unit apartment high rise for the 
elderly and handicapped located at 120 E. Swan Street, is now 
accepting applications for residents. 

For add~ional Information contact: 
Tullpwood ReiMI Office, 

c.m.rvtlle Church of Chrlll OutfMCh Center, 
111 ~- Swan 8trMI. Centerville, TN 37'033 

Phone 75-57 47 

PAUL ROGERS, Minister 
729·4201 

13 [4291 



BOOKS !Jn feview 
NO FEAR IN HIS PRESENCE. David 
Dawson. Regal. 192 p. $9.95 

Adventure, pathos, humor, drama
it's all there in this first hand account 
of a young medical missionary's experi
ence as he was caught between the 
guerilla forces and the loyalists in the 
struggle for Zaire. In the civil wars that 
rage in Africa's emerging nations mis
sionaries of a ll denominations suffer about 
the same experiences. Their bravery and 
devotion to duty is heroic and inspiling. 
This is a good story. 

THE PAPERBACK 1\IARKET 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS · ABOUT 
CHILD TRAINING. Richard Fugate. 
Alethia. Pub. 250p. $4.50 

The world is full of child-training books, 

but this one is a cut above most. It hits 
at the root of most parent-child problems: 
the failure of parents to start right, and 
to continue unrelenting, in the early train
ing of children. 

EXPOSITORY STUDIES IN JOB. Ray 
Stedman. Word. 216p. $5.95 

A textual explanation of some of t he 
main themes of the book. A 13 lesson 
study dealing with the philosophy of liv
ing in God's world under God's care. 

EDITING YOUR NEWSLETTER. Mark 
Beach. Coast to Coast Books. 75p. $7.75 

An 8lh X 11 guide to writing, design 
and production for church bulletins, news
letters and mail-outs. It's all in the way 
you say it and the way in which you 
p1·esent it. Nothing detracts more than a 
sloppy church bulletin. It is where your 
face hangs out in public, so keep it clean 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PRElll:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • " What" and " How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Ocdlord (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

0 1 Year- $10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years- $19.00 

3 Years- $28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Stree t Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

and nent. Some of the finest practical 
help for amateurs we have see01 in print. 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All boou revle,..ed here may be purchased from 
lhe Firm Foundation Publuhln~r House. Please add 
$1.00 for poatoge and handling on orders o! $10.00 
or less; l Oo/o on orders over $10.00. 

ernplqyees 
Of: 

cbaRcbes OJ= CbRfst 
fnsar<ance gr<oap • ·~~ ••• 

E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 
Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED ......... ...... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. . . .. .. .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

e.c.c.r.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. n373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Strvit1g I he Nud of Our Brtlhren 
Sit1ce 1975" 

··························~····························································· • 
usiNGING EMPHASIS lNORKSHOPS" 

(575 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-11,000 partic ipating song directors.) 
Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 

544 urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 

···~~-·················································································· 14 [430] FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 7, 198 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In tbia section $1.50 per llne. Designed espec!ially to accommodate COJ~BNBations 

Ddvertilling meeting pl&c:ell, preachers socking work or congregations seekinc preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCBOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEX.A.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1005 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DEN~ COLOEUUDO ~ 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chript, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvln.r St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0686. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATBA.M, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA.. - .ANCHORA..GB OHURCB OF 
CHRIST, 1700 De Barr Rd. WUI contact 
relatives or frlonda in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 o:,:r~84;:4;;·;.67:,::1:.;9;..• -=-==-===-=-====--

BAY ARIDA. SCHOOL OF PRBAOHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Plea•antoD, OaUfonala SHG68 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mayi 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawai 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16565 16th 
Avenue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlsten: Lewla Frlsb7, 714-622-2586: 

--------:::-:P;:a:;::u:;;I:-::H:=:arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV ANSVILLJD, IND., 220G B. MoriPlJI Ave., 
u.s. 400 But Oppo•lte K-Mart. Office 4'7'1· 
IS2n. BobbJ" Wade, Min. 4'78-40C50. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA..-Valle'F Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 851 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 612-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78686." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
For sale, song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 130 books in good condition. Make 
us an offer, you pay freight. Church of Christ, Box 
544, Rosebud, Texas 76670. Ph. (817) 683-4425. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

WOTShip with the 
Church of Christ in Hollywood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday wOTShip 11 A.M. 
Wednesday 7:30P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

11h miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
In your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689-
7726 (day) or 612-689-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78066. 
"EM.t'LOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr .• Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 982, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
'72 48 passenger Chevrolet painted J'oy Bus colors. 
$1260 if interested contact Cecil Lanning 918-667-
2127 or Box 41. Talihina. Okla. 74571. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (606) 266-6876. 

W. EARL MANSUR 
W. Earl Mansur was born on Septem

ber 2, 1918 at Purcell, Oklahoma. He was 
baptized on June 7. He preached his first 
sermon on May 22nd 1932. He began his 
first full-time local work at Drumright, 
Okla. in 1939 and continued in local work 
till the end. He worked with congregations 
of the church in the states of Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, California, Texas, Georgia, 
Wisconsin Arizona, Nevada and Missouri. 
On September 3rd 1946 he was married 
to Gladys M. Lynch. 

If Brother Mansur had preached just 
two more Lord's Days he would have 
preached a full forty nine years. His last 
sermon was preached on May 24th at the 
Southside church in Ozark, Missouri where 
he had only been working since the first 
of February of this year. 

He is survived by his wife, Gladys, Jeff, 
the son, Cindee Stockstill of Senatobia, 
Miss. and Linde Wade of Memphis, Tenn. 
One grand daughter, of 17 months, Daisha 
Lynne Stockstil, a half brother Charles 
P. Mansur of Purcell, Okla. and a half 
sister Esther Lynch of Kingston, Okla
homa. 

This writer and Paul Johnson of 
Springfield, Mo. conducted the funeral 
services at the Southside church building 
at Ozark, Mo. at 2:00 P.M. June 1. For 
sixty two years he belonged to us, now 
he belongs to the ages. He shall be long 
remembered, and the memory of him cher
ished. The body was laid to rest in Elm
wood Cemetery just north of Ozark, Mo. 

-L. W. Mayo 

"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Home, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If YOU are interested in further details or an ap. 
plication, please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten-
~:~~io:.~!te the Home, or call (812) 2d2-8248 or 

EVANGELIST NEEDED. Please call (612) 449-
1646, or write Box 448, George West, TX 78022. 
PREACHER WANTED. Prefer an older experienced 
man. Salary negotiable. Send resume. The church 
owns its own building and self-supporting. Contact 
Oral Morgan, 620 Chester St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Phone (616) 684-5671. 

"THE CHRISTIAN AND LIFE CRISES" 
How do you respond to suffering-your own or 
someone else's? THE CHRISTIAN AND LIFE 
CRISES explores our attitudes, reactions and in
volvement in suffering. For a free copy of this 
helpful booklet, send a long SASE (35¢) to Caring
F-3, Box 1316, Abilene, Texus 79604. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Lake Merced Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. is looking for a full
time minister. Congregation of approximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
35 to 55 years of age. No elders at present time. 
Salary open. Please contact J'amet Nichols (416) 
689-2307 or Homer Bradford (416J 334-4676. 

INVESTIGATE! Tbe Firm Foundntton 
trlea to acrC!'eD ndvertiRID~. a11d will not 
kDowln~l'y take qne•tlonnbleo ndvertlatn~. 
But It Is the render's reaponalblllt7 to 111-
vestlgate. LikE' nn7 other pnpE"r. wE' aome
tlmea unwlttln"IJ" run an unworthy nd. 
All the old anJ"Ing goea, before you lnve•t. 
tnveatl~:nte I 

1\ffiMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGI,T ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospital:ization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 

1s ren 
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po~n 
'Word or 

Q'ffd" 

THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 

• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books-saving time in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clea r voita presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes fi rmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 
add 7.50 postage & handling 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 
add 5.00 postage & handling 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 
add 6.00 postage & hand ling 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 

add 4.00 postage & handling 

$189.50 

$ 69.50 

$159.95 

$ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in English (KJV) at $3.95 each 
add 1.00 postage & handling for orders under 10.00, 
add 10% for orders over 10.00 

• SPANISH 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• SpanisJ!, Reina·Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number 

$49.95 

Price 

SHIP TO: 
Total $ ___ _ 

Name'-----------------------------------------

Address_ ____________________________________ _ 

City _________________ state _ ___ _...£;p ________ _ 
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THE PEOPLE STOOD IN LINE each night to take advantage of a one
to-one Bible study following each night's lecture in Santiago de Chilo. Tho 
response was overwhe lming. 98 souls wore baptized into Christ and 4 now 
congregations were formed. Students and faculty from A.C.U., Harding, 
Texas A&M and Baxter Institute converged on San ita go for a Campaign 
in which Dan Coker of A.C.U. was the featured spe ake r. Pictured he re is 
a .tudy session with one teacher and one pupil unit d e ep in study follow

ing the night session of tho campaign. 

Austin, Texas, Jnly 14, 1981 
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The Preacher's Pay 

Not all of a preacher's pay comes in his salary check, 
but the part that pays his bills does. The other part is 
so personal there isn't an accountant anywhere who 
can evaluate it. We are concerned with the inadequate 
and unequal remuneration for preachers. We have al
ways been. Often a young man without experience, if 
he is lucky, or has pull, can start at the very top, salary 
wise-and he feels that he should continue all his life 
going up. Another may struggle with financial prob
lems all his days, serve the Lord and his brethren ad
mirably and be turned out to pasture in his old age in 
absolute destitution. Thousands have been treated this 
way, and it isn't right. 

We are beginning another long series of articles in 
this week's Firm Foundateion dealing with this preva
lent problem. Glen Crowe has probably had more ex
perience in dealing with our preachers and their fi
nances than any other living man. You will think that 
he overstates the case, but it is our firm conviction that 
he does not. Readers profited greatly from Gerald 
Paden's recent series on church growth. Letters of 
gratitude have flowed in a constant stream. Now, we 
urge that our readers consider seriously what Glen 
Crowe has to say. 

Last night we spent almost an hour 9n the phone 
with a preacher from a distant state in conversation 
about the plight into which the congregation-through 
its elders-had forced him. No man with a family could 
live, in these days, on the salary he was being paid. Had 
he left in the night last night, owing everyone in town 
the church would have cursed him to his dying day be
cause he "ran off and left the church with his debts." 
And the elders possibly would have sent a letter to the 
Firm Foundation warning the brotherhood against him. 
Why? They were the ones who had starved him into it. 

Now be it understood that if a preacher isn't worth 
his salt, then he doesn't deserve to be paid. But elders 
ought to have enough honor to tell him so, and fire him 
on the spot, rather than simply refuse to pay him a 
living wage untii he starves out and moves on. 

Another thing that bothers us is the chronic whine 
about "preachers making as much as some of us." He 
is always compared with the financial ne'er-do-wells, 
when he doesn't deserve it. He has about as much edu
cation as y~ur doctor or your lawyer. You pay them a 
pretty fee. It ought to be worth as much for the preach
er to take the gall out of some of us as it is for a doctor 
to take out a gall bladder. They are equally qualified; 
why not pay them equally? 

In some respects we have some preacher salaries that 
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Are astronomical. But business pays its executives big 
salaries, too, and any preacher drawing a big salary 
could get it quadrupled in a minute if he would hire 
himself out to industry. We expect managerial abilities 
of our preachers that seldom are equaled in the top 
escutcheons of business, where salaries in six figures 
are common place. 

Fringe benefits have become a way of life in the 
business world, and we are happy to see some fringe 
benefits given preachers by most of the congregations 
for whom they labor. Preachers need days off, sick 
leave, insurance, social security, and even retirement 
security just as badly as anyone else does. While we 
loath to see preaching the gospel put on a cold pro
fessional basis, so long as we go along with our present 
system, and expect our preachers to do the work the 
average "local preacher" does for a congregation, we 
should see that he receives a just and equitable wage. 
And in many instances this is not true. 

Preachers are notoriously poor money managers. 
There are some good and sound reasons for that. They 
didn't take accounting in college. And they should have. 
They have not had to battle the money-crazy world.;_ 
which is both a blessing and a curse. They have been 
shielded and protected, much like children, in too many 
cases. It is no wonder that preachers, as a rule, have 
little business sense. They probably have more business 
sense on the average at that than their listeners in the 
business world have Bible sense. 

Anyway, in this 7 article series Glen Crowe is saying 
some things that both preachers and elders should 
weigh seriously. You probably won't agree with all 
Glen says. We don't. But, then, we suddenly remember 
that he is the expert in this field and we are not. It is 
easy for us to disagree with an expert if we are not 
an expert in the field ourselves. 

We highly recommend that all preachers and elders 
preserve this entire series because you will need to 
refer to it. If the demand is great enough, and we think 
it might be, we might even print the series in booklet 
form. 

It is a sobering thing when we learn that more than 
50% of all the preachers quit preaching-and because 
most of them had to make a living. 
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G. F. RAINES 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is .the basic 
fact upon which Christianity rests. Many· years ago, Alexander 
Campbell said: "Only show me the man, who, on the testimony 
of the Apostles and prophets, believes that Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead, and I will engage to show you a Christian, not 
only in faith, but in works. A belief in this fact is the /OTUJ et 
principium of Christianity-the source from which the practice 
of all Christian virtues must be derived. This is the principle 
which leavens the whole mass-this is the balm of Gilead, the 
cordial which calms, and cheers, and comforts the heart." 
( Cannpbell-Owem Debate.) 

Just as certainly as Jesus was raised from the dead, he was 
"the Christ, the Son of the living God." Paul says he was "de
clared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." Jesus claimed to 
be the Son of God; and, obviously, God would not have raised 
an imposter. 

Even the most ardent and determined enemies of Christ and 
Christianity admit that the body of Jesus was not in t~e tomb 
early in the morning of the third day after his burial. They 
say the disciples stole the body, but the fact that a Roman guard 
consisting of sixty soldiers guarded the tomb made it impossible 
for the body to be removed in such a way. 

The soldiers were not all asleep at the same time, as the 
enemies of Christianity allege, because, as Benjamin Franklin, 
said: 

"It was certain death, under the Roman military law, for a 
soldier to be found asleep while on guard. Then the guard was 
divided into different watches, and each watch only required to 
be on guard six hours at a time, involving no necessity for 
being sleepy while on guard. Then, it would have been marvelous 
for the entire watch to have fallen asleep at once, and su 
soundly asleep, as not to have been awakened by the rolling 
away of the stone from the entrance of the tomb, which was 
'very great,' and the entire transaction of taking away the body! 
This is an incredible story." (Tke Gospel Preach.er, Vol. 1.) 

The fact that the tomb was empty proves conclusively that 
God raised Jesus from the dead. This sacred truth cannot be 
refuted by all the prejudice, sophistry, ingenuity, and learning 
under the vast canopy of heaven. 

"In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earth
quake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 
His countenance was like lightning, and his rainment white as 
snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 
as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, 
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 
He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay." (Matt. 28 :1-6.) 

After his resurrection and just before his ascension into 
heaven, our Lord gave to his apostles the Great Commission, 
saying: 

"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." 

"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned." 

"Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to ries from the dead the third day: And that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all na
tions, beginning at Jerusalem." 

In Rom. 6:1-5, the apostle Paul says: 
"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that 

grace may abound? God forbid, How shall we that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection." 

Reprints of any single page article appearing In the Firm Foundation 
may be had for $12.00 per 1000 copies. Orders smarter than 1000 copies 
not accepted. 
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Righteousness That Exceeds 
CECIL HOOK 

We are all familiar with Jesus' admonition, "For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Phari
sees, you Will never enter the kingdom of heaven." Let us dis
cover the basis of the Pharisee's claim for rightness with God. 
In Jesus' comments upon points of the law in question, we will 
observe that Jesus was explaining the original intent o~ each 
law rather than giving new Christian regulations in contrast 
to the Law of Moses. Then we will be able to understand how our 
righteousness may exceed theirs. 

The Pharisees are to be commended for their desire to call 
the Jews back to true adherence to the law. They were reformers. 
In their zeal to be strictly orthodox, however, they drew many 
lines and split many hairs. Sometimes these definitions allowed 
them to be legally correct while evading the real spirit and in
tention of the law. Thus, for example, they could consider them
selves righteous by strict tithing while ov ... dooking justice, 
mercy, and faith. 

Many times we have heard the explanation that the Pharisees 
gave a tithe of all and, since our righteousness must exceed 
theirs, we must give more than a tithe. That out-Pharisees the 
Pharisees, but it does not exceed them in righteousness. 

Of wha:t did the Pharisee's righteousness consist and how many 
of ours surpass his? Let us look at the context. As a preface to his 
remarks about the law Jesus explained his attitude toward it in 
Matthew 6:17-20. He called for a deeper respect for it than 
was being demonstrated by the Pharisees. Then he begins to 
illustrate. 

"You have heard that it was said to the men of old, 'You shall 
not kill .•.. " A man might consider himself righteous in keeping 
this law as long as he refrained from killing. That would give 
license to smoldering anger, insults, and scolding so long as 
there was no murder. God is not defining by this commandment 
how hateful, mean, and ugly a person can be without sinning. 
This commandment was intended to prevent the violation of love. 
The non-murdering Pharisees could worship God with a feeling 
of rightness while alienating his brother. Jesus explained that 
a person cannot worship God rightly while being the cause of 
alienation. Jesus is nQ!_changing the Law of Moses. He is ex
plaining it. Our righteousness is no better if we seek to worship 
ever so correctly while holding ill-will or while being the cause of 
alienation. 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit 
adultery.' " Haven't you heard Bible teachers say that the Law 
of Moses did not prohibit lust when it forbad the act of adul
tery? Was Jesus changing or adding to the law when he de
clared that lust was adultery in the heart? He was explaining 
the meaning of it. Pharisaic rightness conformed to the outward 
requirement. True righteousness begins in the heart. 

"It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her 
a certificate of divorce.'" In Matthew 19:3-10 the Pharisees, 
evidently uncertain on this point, were trying to get a list of 
causes for lawful divorce. Jesus' answer indicates that God did 
not give a man a checklist of fouls to keep against his wife so 
he could throw her out. "From the beginning it was not so." 
God made an exception under Moses because of the hardness of 
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man's heart. But from the beginning God intended that "the two 
shall become one." The righteous in heart seek to preserve that. 

"You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord 
what you have sworn.'' That was clear enough. But the Pharisee 
could swear falsely by heaven the earth, Jerusalem, or his life 
and feel righteous because he had not performed the oath to 
God. Jesus' words indicate that God was not concerned about 
some specific kind of oath. He was concerned about honesty. 
They were keeping their interpretation of the legal requirement 
while being dishonest. To exceed in righteousness, one must look 
for no loopholes in the law of honesty. 

When God gave the "eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" 
provision, he was not suggesting that a person could be on the 
lookout for all the infringements on his rights so he could re
taliate in like kind. That law was no license for revenge. Ven
geance was forbidden. 

This law was intended to discourage violations since the of
fender would be brought before the judges and tried, then repaid 
"an eye for an eye" for his crime. So Jesus explains that, instead 
of looking for evil to repay to others, one should look for the 
good he can do-the kind and peaceful responses he can exhibit 
to create peace and show love. So it is with the righteousness 
that exceeds. 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neigh
bor and hate your enemy.' " This was not a quotation from the 
law. Evidently it was a Pharisaic interpretation. By identifying 
one's neighbors, he had a whole outside world that he could hate 
and vent his wrath upon. No law was ever given to identify 
whom one might hate. God intends that we love and pray for 
all men. By keeping their legal interpretations of the law with 
hair-splitting strictness, they felt that they were righteous 
while disrespecting their fellowmen. Our rightness must come 
from a better claim. Again, Jesus was giving no new law, but 
he was telling the true meaning of the old one. 

There is evident need for us to apply this lesson to ourselves 
in many areas. A person may be very scrupulous about tithing, 
for example. Or be may give more than a tithe, satisfying his 
legal interpretation of what is required. He may still fail to 
recognize that all this talents and what he has earned by them 
are entrusted to him in stewardship. God has set no legal quota 
that, when met, allows him to fail to show love by serving the 
needs of his fellowman with what he has. 

A person may think to get his check mark in the heavenly 
ledger of righteousness by his participation in the Lord's Supper 
each week. He may be very correct in all details-right ele
ments, right time, right procedure, right purpose, right people
while partaking with bitterness, resentment, and alienation. To 
exceed in righteousness, we must go beyond rightness in out
ward forms and be righteous in the heart. 

In the points of the law that Jesus discussed, he was not 
abolishing or changing a jot or title of the law. He was making 
it clear that God, through his commandments, was calling for 
true righteousness in the heart. 

1860 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
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You Are What You Eat DAVID W. ANDERS, D.D.S. 

We have all heard the cliche "you are word proceeds out of the mouth of our 
what you eat," and if we stop to examine Lord. II Peter 2: 1 says that false teach· 
this, we will find this to be true-physical- ers will bring in damnable heresies, even 
ly and spiritually. denying the lArd that bought them. Jesus 

Dr. F. M. Pottenger, Jr., M.D., in 1946 says we serve in vain when we teach for 
observed, in a classic study, the relation- doctrines the commandments of men. We 
ship between diet and degenerative are to hate every false way. Galatians 1 :8 
diseases. 900 cats were divided into four says "But though we, or an angel from 
groups and fed different diets. The dif- heaven preach any other gospel unto you 
ferent diets were equivalent to the follow- than that which we have preached unto 
ing: you, let him be anathema (accursed). 

1) Good "And it's summed· up in Rom. 16:17, 
· foods-raw, non-processed "Mark them which cause divisions and of· 

foods such as uncooked meat, raw milk, 
fruits and vegetables; fences contrary to the doctrine which ye 

have learned; and avoid them." 
2.) Processed foods-foods processed 

with preservatives added. These ·foods There doesn't seem to be too much di
have .lost some 0 { .their ·needed nJitritional vision in what our Christian attitudes 
.value in .. the cooking p·rocess by· destr~ying sho.uld .be regarding false spiritual ·food. 
. the. heat labile or suspectable n~trients, But here is whe.re the P.roblelns start aris· 
and then 'have· had'. ad(fitional noii-nu- . ing. Let :us exaini:ne fol:" a moment junk 
tritioiuil. chemicals . added to, preserVe. the . food. Junk food is habit .. forming, both 
food;. It seems interesting tliat these chem- · . physically and spiritually. We all know 

. ical.s in s~all :am~·u.n~ ·pr~vent growth .. of .we like. those. thing~ which "taste" sweet 
and. kill· bacteria, and ·in ·large amounts whether· or not they are good for us. And 
.would do. likeWise .to us. · B'ut ·sirice we re- aU. have heard that a spoonful of. sugar 
·ceive such in small amounts, we· .:are led helps · the medicine go down! But this 
to believe that theydo not harm us; should not be the case with the Word of 

·a.) J.unk foods-foods with very little our Lord. Paul told Timothy, "for. the time 
nutritional value-mostly refined sugars, will come when they will not endure sound 
preservatives and artificial colors; doctrine: but after their own lusts shall 

4.) False foods-complete food sub- they heap to themselves teachers, having 
stitutes, and in most cases materials of itching ears" ("let's have a social doctrine 
lower cost and lower quality are substi- with just a little truth mixed. in to make 
tuted for the more wholesome natural us think we are hearing the Bible 
food. preached"). 

Pottenger, In his experiment, found that In Isa. 30:10, we are told a rebellious 
only the cats fed good foods remained people will say "propb.esy not unto us 
healthy generation after generation. The right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
cats fed on processed foods within two prophesy deceits.'' 
generations started developing various de- God said in Amos 8-11 that there was a 
generative diseases, and their health got . famine in the land, not of bread or water, 
progressively worse and worse. Their re- but of bearing the words .of the Lord. We 
productive performance worsened; they have so-called brethren who are addicted 
aborted 70% of their fetuses. Abnormal to spiritual junk food, who are preaching 
sexual behavior was observed. And in. the 

it, and eating it, and are starving their 
souls to a spiritual death. We are to hun
ger and thirst after righteousness, and 
if we do, we will be filled. Spiritual junk 
food isn't going to produce even one 
viable worker. 

Heb. 5: 12ff says that "for when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
that one teach you again the first prin
ciples of the oracles of God, and are be
come such as have need of milk and not 
strong meat,. For every one that useth 
milk is unskillful in the words of right
eousness: for he is a babe." That's be
cause they have never received any nu
tritional spiritual food required for 
growth; and they will soon die (remember 
the "junk food cats"). 

Now the one that afflicts so many 
today, processed food~ it looks good, smells 
good~ tastes good, but it has been prepared 
to inake it appear more palatable and· has 
only. a little poison added. Now this is 
where· Satan is really working· today. He 
has transformed himself into an angel of 
light and his false apostles· into ministers 
of righteousness. He sneaks in and sows 
discord among the brethren, and in 
Proverbs 7:16, 19, we are told that a false 
witness that sows discord is an abomina

.. tion to the Lord. That should tell us what 
the Lord thinks of processed spiritual 
food. We are to watch out for those men 
who creep in unawares and turn the grace 
of God into- lasciviousness and deny the 
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The devil wins when we offer less than 
our best effort in our service to God. 
Don't speak on the issues, don't rock the 
boat, don't make waves, don't say any
thing that might offend, i.e., don't sa;y any
thing that might sa.11e a soul, seems to be 
the pulse of the day. 

The government requires manufacturers 
to make lists of the ·ingredients of foods 
and to make such statements as this prod
uct "may be hazardous to your health." 

(Continued on page 11) 

3rd generation, none of the- cats lived 
longer than 6 months. In the junk foods 
group, the performances was even worse. 
In the false foods group, the animals died 
of malnutrition within four weeks of 
weaning. 

On the Rift Between Knowing and Doing JEFF HOOD 

At this point, the reader is probably say
ing, "Interesting, but what has this got 
to do with the church?" This classic experi
ment all too closely illustrates what is 
going on in too many places in the church 
today. We all know we must have spiritual 
food to grow as Christians. "God shall 
feed his flock," Isaiah 40:11 tells us. We 
are to live by every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God. The word of 
righteousness is our milk and meat. In 
I Pet. 2 :2, we are told to "desire the sin
cere (Greek, adolos-pure, unadulterated, 
unprocessed) milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby." And the one word 
theme of the entire epistle of II Peter is 
GROW! "Grow in the grace and knowl
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

If we now consider the previous types 
of foods, the comparison becomes all too 
clear. Just as the false food (fake or 
pseudo) killed the animals, false doctrines 
and false teachings will kill the soul. 
There is nutritional value only when every 

There is often a great gap between 
what I know to do and doing the thing. I 
know to do. My understanding of what is 
right often outstrips my performance. 
External pressures--such as peer pressure 
and tradition-cause me to fail at living 
like my mind tells me to. Internal pres
sures--such as self-esteem and the 
memory of my past experiences-cause me 
to exert less than the appropriate energy. 

I feel bad about my failures. There 
have been times when I have felt that 
my shortcomings were engulfing me. 
Sometimes they're just mistakes. Other 
times they're just plain sin. But I'm very 
aware of their presence. I. do have reason 
to take heart, however, when I read that 
the Apostle Paul had the same problems. 
In the seventh chapter of the Roman 
letter he describes his. dilemma-he was 
doing what he didn't want to ·do and not 
doing what he knew to do. The resultant 
feeling: wretchedness. What's the answer? 
What are we to do? Should we make little 
of sin? Sometimes we use phrases that 
may do that: "Nobody's perfect." "We all 

make mistakes." But the effective way to 
handle the situation is to do what Paul 
did: recognize that Jesus (his person and 
his atoning work) is the answer. He alone 
can deliver us. 

Through Jesus we receive two great 
benefits. First, in looking at the record 
of Jesus' life, we can know better how to 
live. There is no more meaningful and 
valid question that a Christian can ask 
himself when faced with a decision than 
this one: "What would Jesus do?" 
Through Jesus we also have continual for
giveness. His blood keeps on cleansing us 
from every sin. He allows me to walk be· 
fore God constantly with a clean slate. 
And that gives me confidence. 

My hummanness is no excuse for sin. 
But understanding my inadequacies and 
knowing that others share my frustration 
at failure can help me feel better. After 
all, if the apostle Paul bad to struggle 
with this same dilemma, who am I to 
think I'll be exempt? 

2002 60th, Lubbock, Texas 79412 
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If you have a good Greek lexicon it will 
no doubt tell you t hat the Greek word for 
SIN (hamartia) originally meant "miss
ing t he mark." A person who "sinned" 
was one who " missed the mark." Thus 
when we s-in we miss the goa l or target 
which God has set up f or us to hit. Quite 
literally, that is what it means "to sin." 

Back in Old England this meaning of 
the word was well understood. When a 
bowman would shoot an arrow at a target 
and miss, the boy standing next to the 
target would yell, "Sin!" Thus, at the 
beginning, to "sin" meant to "miss the 
mark." 

Where this idea for sin seems to be 
most highly developed is in the Pastoral 
Epistles, First and Second Timothy and 
Titus, as we shall soon see. 

In order to "hit the mark" (i.e. not "to 
sin" or "miss the mark") it takes three 
things : 

1. a good aim. 
2. going straight to the target. 
3. and then actually hitting the mark. 

Aim at Righteousness 
The first thing it takes to "hit the 

mark" is a good ai1n. And aiming involves 
two important actions. The first is the 
conscious shunning or ignoring of all the 
external and internal stimuli that might 
cause one to lose concentration upon aim
ing at the target. Secondly, it takes will
ful concentration upon the target. Thus 
Paul advises Timothy to develop both of 
these skills, writing, " But as for you, man 
of God, shun a ll this; aim at righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentle
ness" (1 Tim. 6:11 RSV). Paul has given 
Timothy six targets here to shoot at. Those 
who cannot accomplish these two actions 
involved in aiming simply end up even
tually piercing themselves with their own 
weapons (1 Tim. 6:10) . 

Paul reminds Timothy again of the two 
actions in the aiming process in his sec
ond letter to him. "So shun youthful pas
sions and aim at righteousness, faith, 
love, and peace, a long with those who call 
upon the Lord from a pure heart" (2 Tim. 
2:22 RSV). 

Thus, what does a person do when he 
aims? He shuts out all the things in the 
world around him that might distract 
him, and places his full concentration on 
the target. So likewise, if you make right
eousness your target, then put all your 
concentration on it, and don't let any of 
the distractions of the world cause you to 
lose your aim. (Cf. 1 Cor. 14 :1 RSV) 

Going Straight in the Word of Truth 
Secondly, in order to hit the mark one 

has to go along a straight path. There is a 
verse in 2 Timothy which reads thus: 
"Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth" (2 Tim. 2 :15 KJV). This verse is 
often used to show the division of the 
Bible into the Old and New Testaments. 
To "rightly divide t he word of truth" 
means this and much more. It means to 
"cut straight." Can you "cut straight 'vith 
the word of truth" as with a sword (Reb. 
4 :12) ? So Paul says here for Timothy to 
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Sermon Material 

Hitting the 
Mark 
TOM BLACK 

guide the word of truth along a straight 
path (like a road that goes straight to its 
goal), without being turned aside by 
wordy deba~es or impious talk. 

Certain ones have swerved and turned 
aside from the target through speculat ions 
concerning myths and genealogies, "where
as the aim of our charge is love that 
issues from a pure heart and a good con
science and sincere faith. Certain persons 
by swerving from these have 1vandered 
away into vain discussion" (1 Tim. 1:5, 6). 
They have not been able to stay on the 
path of a pure heart, a good conscience and 
sincere faith. 

Using these same ideas again concern
ing "turning aside" and "wandering" and 
talking about "myths," Paul says in 2 
Tim. 4 :4 that the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound doctrine, but 
will gather for themselves teachers to suit 
their own likings, "and turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander into 
myths" (2 Tim. 4:4). So again we have 
this idea of tttrni-ng away or turning 
aside. Using this idea of turning aside, 
Paul says in 1 Timothy that he desires the 
younger women to marry, bear children, 
etc., "For some a lready turned aside after 
Satan" (1 Tim. 5:14, 15). 

In case you might think these words are 
not necessarily talking about markman
ship (and thus I am slightly off the mark 
myself), you might read the ASV foot
note on 1 Tim. 1:6. It says the word t here 
translated "swerved" means "missed the 
mark" in Greek. So certain ones have 
"sinned" or "missed· the n\ark," and 
"turned aside" unto vain talking. 

Paul uses these two words again in 
Titus 3:11, only the translators of the 
ASV translated them both with different 
words again, "A factious man after a first 
and second admonition refuse; knowing 
that such a one is perverted, and sim~eth, 
being self-condemned." Or, to use other 
words-"such a one is turned aside and 
is missing the 1nark." 

Hitting the Mark 

Footnotes and marginal interpr etations 
can be very helpful. Here is another place 
where sinning is interpreted "mising the 
mark" in the ASV footnote. "0 Timothy, 
guard that which is committed unto t hee, 
turning away from profane babblings and 
oppositions of the knowledge which is 
falsely so called; which some professing 

have erred concerning the faith" (1 Tim. 
6:21). So T imothy is a lso to "turn away." 
But he is to tttrn away from the profane 
babblings and get back on the right track. 
Because some professing such have erred, 
or as the ASV footnote says, "missed the 
nmrk" concerning the faith. 

In 2 Timothy Paul also mentions others 
by name who have likewise erred, or as 
the ASV footnote again says, "missed the 
mark." They are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 
who say the resurrection is already past 
(2 Tim. 2:18). 

So here is how Paul says some have 
"turned aside" or become "perverted," and 
"missed the mark" or "erred" or 
"sinned"-

a. Some have done so by teaching myths 
and genealogies (1 Tim. 1:3-6). 

b. Others are listening to them (2 Tim. 
4:4). 

c. Others have turned aside after 
Satan (1 Tim. 5 :15). 

d. Factious men also are pe1·verted and 
sin by so .doing (Tit. 3:11). 

e. Others teach their so-called "Knowl
edge" and miss the mark (1 Tim. 
6:21). 

f. Some even teach that the resurrection 
is past (2. Tim. 2:18). 

Is there a place in the Bible where it 
speaks about "h itting the •mark"? Yes, 
this word is found in 2 Tim. 2:14, where 
Paul says, "Therefore I endure all things 
for the elect's sake, that t hey also may 
obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
J esus." According to Thayer's Lexicon the 
verb her e properly means "to hit the mark 
(opp. hantartanein to miss the mark) .... " 
So Paul says he goes through a ll that 
does in order that others will not become 
discouraged seeing his difficu lties and 
miss the mark. He wants them to hit the 
mark. 

So what are some of the points we can 
learn from a ll this? First of all, "sin" is 
"missing the mark" or target God has set 
for us ot hit. But we can hit t he mark by 
taking aim at these six targets: righteous
ness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness 
and gentleness. When we take aim we 
should shut out from our minds all those 
things of the world which might distract 
us and concen trate fully on the target. 
Next we need to go along a straight path 
in God's word, the word of truth, and not 
get turned aside in any false t eachings like 
myths or genealogies or such speculations. 
We are not to let anything deflect us from 
the path of a pure heart, a good conscience 
and sincere faith. And finally we need to 
hit the mark. 

One more verse serves to show ulti
mately what kind of marksmen the whole 
of mankind has been throughout the ages. 
"For all have missed the mark and fall 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). 
No matter how hard and how high we 
shoot, we just can't seem to reach that 
target of glory God has set up for us in 
heaven. The decree is "Sin!" and we need 
forgiveness. 

286 Hudson, Hillsdale, MI 49242 
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The Preacher and His Money (1) 
GLEN CROWE 

During the past few years, I have 
worked with hundreds of Gospel preach
ers from all over the United States. I am 
fully convinced that one of the most 
pressing problems faced by the majority 
1s money management. Most preachers 
spend more time and energy trying to 
make ends meet than all other problems 
combined. Only about three out of every 
one hundred preachers are free of debt, 
and less than 20% have any kind of sav
ings. About 50% of all preachers try to 
get to the bank on Monday morning as 
soon as it opens to make a deposit to cover 
cheeks written over the weekend. 

During the past year, I have worked 
with over 700 preachers. I have found that 
the average preacher is in debt over 
,8,000.00, and this does not include house 
ear, or investments. The average preache; 
has spent 119% of his income during the 
past 12 months. To add to our problem 
we have had inflation at about 12%. Thi~ 
means that if a man earned '800.00 per 
week in 1979, he will have to earn $856.00 
per week in 1981 to maintain the same 
standard of living, and not many ·preach
ers have received that much of a raise. 

Tax laws as they apply to the preacher 
are different from the average working 
person, and not many are aware of them. 
Much information is second-hand and not 
very reliable, and as a result, many 
preachers pay much more income and so
cial security taxes than they have to. 
This will be a 7 article series for the 
purpose of helping the Gospel preacher to 
get a better hold on his personal finances, 
certainly every Christian should be able 
to profit from this material. 

The Christian's Duty to Material Things 
"But if any provide not for his own, 

and specially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel.'' 1 Timothy 5:8. God bas 
placed upon every man the responsibility 
of providing for his own needs and the 
needs of his famly. A preacher is not to 
be a bum, nor should be expect the world 
to owe 'hi~ a living. Many preachers ex
pect gifts and discounts. I am insulted 
when someone offers me a discount be
cause I am a preacher. I have known of 
several preachers who would ask mer
chants for a preachers' discount, and this 
should not happen. The church does not 
owe a preacher anything except an honest 
day's pay for an honest day's work. 

Not only is the preacher to provide for 
his present needs, he is also obligated to 
provide for future needs. Not long ago 
a preacher was in my office who is 61 
years old. He has been preaching for al
most 40 years. He has never asked the 
church for a raise, nor told the elders what 
he needed. He just took whatever was 
given to him and got by. He has done 
without things that he really wanted and 
needed, and bas given himself completely 
to doing the work of a preacher, and 
while we admire a man like this, the point 
is that he ha.~ disobeyed God. He has 
sac1·ificed, but he has not obeyed. He is in 

bad health, he has no retirement no 
home, and in debt. Preachers must ~ome 
to realize that if they do not provide for 
their own old age, that nobody else is going 
to. 

We often quote Matthew 6 :88 and then 
~y, "I do the work of a Gospel preacher, 
If I study, teach, preach, and serve God 
to. the best of my ability in faith, then 
God has promised me that he will take 
care of my material needs.''· But that is 
not wha~ M~tthew 6:88 sayo!J or teaches, 
the promise IS based upon a condition and 
that condition is that we put God fi~t in 
our lives. Now the question is "How do 
we put God first?" The only ~ay ·that I 
know how to put God first in my life is to 
obey him. I know of no other way to put 
God first in my life than to just do what 
he tells me to do. He has commanded me 
to provide for the needs of myself and 
my family. 

James chapter 2 teaches us that faith 
without works is dead. It doesn't matter 
how strong a. person's faith is, he or a 
member of his family can still get sick and 
have to go to the hospital. I have not yet 
found a cashier that will take your faith 
and mark your bill paid. I have not found 
a grocery store that will give you your 
groceries for your faith. I have not found 
a bank where you can dep6sit faith. I 
am not putting down faith, but I am 
saying that faith without works is dead. 
If I put God first in my life, then I 
am going to work, I will not be sfothful 
in business. I will save and plan for the 
present and the future. I will put forth 
every honest effort to provide for the 
present and the future of my family then 
God will be with me and help me, ~nd I 
have the assurance that all my needs will 
be provided, but God will not do this for 
me if I neglect my responsibilities. The 
f9:rmer must plow and pray. His prayers 
will do no good unless he tills the soil. 
Matthew 6:88 and 1 Timothy 5:8 go to
gether just like faith and baptism. 

Doesn't it disgust you to see a preacher 
drag around ·a wife and kids that look 
like they have just come out of the Sal
vation Army Store? If a family is poor, 
that cannot be helped, but if a man has 
the ability to preach the word of God, then 
he also has the ability to provide for his 
family if he will. A preacher's family 
ought not to have to live below the stan
dards of the people that he works with, 
and his children should be able to dress as 
well as the kids they go to school with. If 
he forces his family to live below the nor
mal standards, then he can expect a lot 
of trouble in later years, for surely his 
children are going to rebel against him. 
. It costs a great deal of money to send 
children to school. If they go to college, 
most will have to have help from their 
parents. Money has to be saved for this. If 
a man dies and leaves his family destitute, 
when he could have done something about 
it, then he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an infidel. Not long ago, a 
young preacher was killed in an accident. 

He left a wife and four children. He owed 
over $7 ,000.00, and bad no life insurance 
no savings, no social security, and created 
expenses of over $2,000.00 with his 
funeral. His family had to go on welfare 
and today neither the wife nor the childre~ 
~ill attend the services of the church. God 
did not provide for them because the 
preacher had faith but no works. This 
man who bad such faith will stand in the 
judgement condemned as one man who 
has denied the faith and is worse than 
an infidel. 

I find many young preachers who are 
putting money into a retirement plan but 
have debts, no home, and little or nd life 
insurance. This is not sensible. Young 
preachers should worry about getting 
started and taking care of the needs of 
their families. While a retirement plan 
is necessary, it is one of the last steps 
that should be taken in our plans for fi
nancial security. 

In providing for the future of his 
family, a p~acher who has minor chil
dren should have a will. In many states, 
if a husband and wife should be killed in 
a common accident and do not have a will, 
then in that event the courts must decide 
who will be the guardian for the children. 
You 11hould make a will and name a 
guardian for the children and a trustee to 
manage whatever money that may be 
available. Your main consideration in 

·naming a guardian should be who would 
take ··care of the children, and raise them 
the way you would want. 

Christians Must Pay Their Debts 
Romans 18:8 says to owe no man any

thing. This does not mean that a Chris
tian should never buy anything on credit, 
but rather to pay your bills when they 
are due. If you allow bills to go past due 
without making arrangements for such, 
then you do sin. Romans 12-:17 says, "Pro
vide things honest in the sight of all men.'' 
The New English version reads, "Live so 
that people can see that you are honest 
clear through." The Christian must live 
so that people will know that you are 
honest. This means that you pay your bills 
on time, that you always tell the truth, 
and that you always do what you agree to 
do. When we make a commitment, then 
we ought to put forth every effort to live 
up to it. 

There was a time when the · preacher 
was the most respected man in town. The 
very fact that he was a preacher meant 
that his credit was good any place, and 
that you could depend on him to honor any 
commitment that he made. Today that is 
lo longer true. Now preachers are classed 
as bad credit risk, and the very fact that 
you are a preacher hurts your credit rat
ing. It is almost a proverb that preachers 
will be late for an appointment and will 
not honor commitments. Preachers are 
very bad at making commitments and then 
breaking them. The general public does not 
trust a preacher today. This is a shame 
and a disgrace because it should be said of 
any Christian that a promise and a band
shake is as good from them as a signed 
contract. It should be said, "So and So is 
a Christian, therefore you can depend 
upon them. They will do what they say 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Nothing Precarious~ All Predestined? 
JAMES D. BALES 

The way some people talk it seems that 
they believe that everything which hap
pens in their lives has been done by God 
himself. Whatever happens, they think it 
is the will of God. If this be so what fol
lows: First, God's will is always done on 
earth even as it is in heaven. However, is 
this not something for which we pray and 
strive but which often is not accomplished 
on earth (Matt. 6:10) 1 Sectmd, men have 
no freedom to choose contrary to God's 
will for whatever they choose it is what 
God wills. Third, we cannot cause an ac
cident nor can ·anyone else. All accidents 
are not accidents but simply manifesta
tion's of GOd;s will being done on earth. 

If all is the carrying out of God's will 
nothing is· precarious-uncertain, depend
ing on the will or actions of any person 
other than God. However, God has given 
man some freedom of choice. Whosoever 
will let him come (Rev. 22:17; Matt. 11: 
28-29). People can thrust the word from 
them and judge themselves unworthy of 
eternal life (John 5:40; Acts 18:46). We 
can also exercise our wills in everyday 
decisions in life. A person can decide to 
keep on driving when be is sleepy and end 
up having a wreek which may involve 
someone else. Did God plan that accident? 
Did God plan the union of your mother and 
father. so that at that particular time 
things would be made possible for a spe
cific seed to fertilize the ovum 1 Is nothing 
left to man's choices, and to the workings 
of God's law without God specially inter
vening to see that such and such happens 
at such an· such a time? Is it God's will 
that such and such children in Atlanta be 
at such and such places at such and such 
a time in order for them to make contact 

with the murderer or murderers of chil
dren? 

Does God do everything and man 
nothing except to respond as the puppet 
responds when the string is pulled? Is it 
God who decides that I shall "neglect" my 
responsibilities and then makes ~e "ne
glect" them T 

We are not asking whether God inter
venes at times behind the scenes and pre
vents accidents. We are not asking 
whether God answers prayers with "yes," 
"no," or "wait awhile." We are not asking 
whether God can overrule and bring good 
out of what some mean for evil and in 
which they themselves did evil. We are not 
asking whether God exercises any over
sight and care for his people. 

What we are asking is whether God 
plans and does every action of man so that 
nothing is precarious but all is planned by 
God and his plan always carried out. Does 
Satan do nothing in this world, or can he, 
for example, hinder us in any way ( 1 
Thess. 2: 18) 1 Instead of blaming every
thing on the devil ("the devil made me do 
it") are we to say of everything we do: 
"God made me do it"? I do not belieVe we 
should attribute everything to God. The 
devil works in this world, and so do men 
and women, including that which we do. 
Men make wrong choices and wrong things 
happen to them and to others as a result 
of these choices. People who are not re
sponsible for our choices can still be af
fected by our choices. Accidents do happen. 

When we become Christians God does 
not build a fence around us· so that· the 
lives of others cannot influence us for 
good or evil except as he expreasly decrees. 

Are We a Movement ... or an Establishment? JOHN J. WRIGHT 

Samuel Shewmaker once made the ob
servation that "By the time an informal 
movement has grown 'conservative,' its 
usefulness is probably over. The · most 
backward-looking, out-of-date thing in the 
world is the radical movement become. 
respectable." 

Bernard Ramm described his analysis 
of this process toward respectability this 
way: 

Movements start with much spirit, en
thusiasm, and sense of unity. They have 
great psychological momentum going 
for them. As time proceeds and more 
officers are needed, more rules become 
necessary, the ideals of the founders of 
the movement grow dim, and suppressed 
problems appear, the movement loses 
its original charismatic character and 
becomes more and more a bureaucracy. 
Rules have become more important than 
ideals; procedures have become more 
important than persons; and keeping 
the status quo has became more impor
tant than being creative and innova
tive. What started as limber spirit has 
ended up as organizational lumber. 
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Perhaps it could be said that when once 
we arrive at a point where we spend the 
major part of our energy trying to de
fend where we are instead of aggressively 
and creatively pursuing where we· have not 
yet been, we have ceased to be "a move
ment" and have become "an establish
ment." We've stopped moving. We have 
raised our flag as a claim on our captured 
territory. We no longer commission war
riors for the purpose of leading us forward 
to capture new horizons, but rather for 
the . purpose of defending our position 
where we now comfortably recline. Final
ly, we build walls so that we may keep 
our captives in. 

Has our revolution against tyranny and 
for freedom become only a new form of 
tyranny? If so, unless the shackels are 
lightened and the suppression of thought 
removed, revolution will break out again 
.•. to pursue that Truth not yet attained. 
And it matters not how high we build 
the fences; the people will break free! 

4815 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 

Decades ago I heard a devout person say, 
concerning a sick believer, that Christians 
have their cross to bear. Sometimes sick
ness may come to us as a result of our 
work for the Lord, but sickness in itself 
is not the Christian's cross. It is the 
,;cross" of humanity. It is a part of what 
can happen as we live in this physical 
body, and it can happen whether we are 
saints or sinners. 

It is true we should pray, but we do not 
know when God may answer prayer in 
such a way as to prevent an accident. 
Following the Lord does not mean that he 
spares us from all life's cruel blows. We 
walk by faith, not by sight. 

Although I do not believe we should 
"blame" everything on God, I do think the 
Bible teaches us that it is God's will that 
we are to face all of life's certainties (sor
rows, separations, and death) and uncer
tainties with the conviction that in all of 
these we may determine to conduct our
selves as children of God. Although I do 
not claim that God sent so and so on me, 
I do believe that I should ask: How can I 
glorify God in this situation in life? Fur
thermore, we can face all things with the 
certainty that we can triumph in Christ 
and receive rest at the last day. 

---~o----

And~ Lord~ Begin With Me 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

Dr. Carl Jung, in his excellent book, 
Modern M~n in Seuck of A Soul, made 
the sterling observation . that the better 
·world begins with the individual. H()w 
true this really is! I personally would like 
to see a better world in the church. For 
instance, I would like to see the local con
gregation grow out of buildings constant
ly; but this can never be done unless I 
bold that ideal before me and· daily work 
toward that end. I would like to see all 
the members of the church at the House 
of Jehovah continually and on time. I 
would like to baptize not less than ten 
people a week and see many come down to 
the front to confess unfaithfulness and 
neglect. I would like to have the most fan
tastic "can't fail" personal work program 
in the brotherhood; I would like to see 
my brethren devour the Bible not less than 
once per year. I would like to see the 
church manifest a golden image through
out the whole community, and people 
standing in God's edifice for lack of seat
ing capacity. I would like for it to be said 
that none of the· members ever spoke an 
unchristian word on the job, nor lost their 
tempers, nor spoke harshly of someone 
eyse. And how I would love to cultivate 
a life of deepseated prayer laced through
out the entire membership. Oh, how I 
would desire to see all these things, and 
many more, transpire! But who is going 
to spearhead and inspire and be respon
sible for such a movement? I face the Al
mighty with Jeremiah in the long ago, and 
pray, "Lord, deu Lord, todaty begin with 
me." 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

This week's article by Kay Patton explores an area that most 
t~c:hers !mow little. about. With the increase in one parent fami
lies, and 1n career smgles we need to learn something about spe-

cial needs in this area. 
Send all articles for the Tips For Teacher's page to: Leonard 

Mullens, Box 564, Salado, TX 76571. 

Alone 
KAY PATTON 

Today there are more people living alone than ever before. 

di
Either done has not yet married, ·is widowed, separated, or 

vorce . For centuries society has been family oriented but is 
now having to focus also on the needs of those who a~ living 
alone. Some negative aspects of being alone can be loneliness 
insecurity, emptiness, self-centeredness, selfishness, lack of S.C:. 
ceptance, fear, and frustrations for various reasons. Some sin
gles have learned to cope with the negative. Here is how Tony 
explained it. . 

One Sunday night after worship two of my 12 year. old bud
dies from a state home were eating with me. Chiffonda asked it 
I were not afraid to live alone. Tony answered for me "She 
doesn't live alone. God lives with her." So let us change our title 
to "Alone With God". and let me tell you how he has helped me 
cope with the negative. When my mother became God's daughter, 
she introduced him and his Son to me by her life and teaching. 
I remember when, at six years of age, I pulled a little red wagon 
carrying my baby brother as we went with mother door to door 
inviting people to church services. Anti throughout my childhood 
as she. tatight others the will of God, I sat nearby and listened. 
One night she heard me crying and asked what was wrong. 1 
wanted to go to a Christian college, but knew we could ·not 
afford it. We were still depressed from the depression! She did 
not know how or when I might go, but she knew what the 
Apostle Paul told the Romans and quoted Romans 8 :28. "And 
we know that to them that love God all things work together for 
good ••• " Three years later through God's providence I entered 
ACU. Four years later I was graduated with a one cent credit 
balance! And all through the four years God was there provid
ing through scholarship, work and his wonderful family. Twen
ty years later he provided me the opportunity to earn another 
degree at ACU. Alone I could not have made it, but with God 
I did. 

Ups and downs in life? You know it, but he has always helped 
me. I have often felt like I missed the frying pan and landed in 
the fire, only to find as Meschach, Shadrach and Abednego that 
I was not alone (DanielS). 

We have the greatest Source of strength in the world and we 
cheat ourselves if we do not take hold of it. When there were 
times of prayer and tears, I remembered what God said to Heze
kiah, "I have heard your prayers, I have seen your tears, behold 
I will heal you ..• " (II Kings 20:5). And when God. says 'No' 
to an earnest appeal,· I recall his words to Paul, "My grace is 
sufficient for you ..• " (2 Cor. 12:9). (Knowing his word is the 
key to obtaining strength from him.) 

God has given me many wonderful opportunities to work with 
him-and what a Partner he is! (2 Cor. 6:1). He taught me 
many things while "we'' were in Germany for nine years (1948-
57) and the summer of 1969. Among those lessons were (1) that 
I went over to work with him rather than 'for' him; (2) that his 
'no' answers . to some requests were as important as his 'yes' 
answers to others, learning that was how he guides and protects 

me; (8) my trust in him grew stronger; (4) that getting to 
know him was through my acts of obedience to him as well as in 
knowing his word ( 1 John 2 :8) ; ( 5) that it is possible to love an 
enemy. (After receiving food and clothing a Germany lady, in 
tears, asked how we could do that as we were their enemy. My 
reply was that God had told us to care for them); (6) that his 
promise of whoever leaves family and land for his name's sake 
shall receive a hundredfold (Matthew 19:29) has come true, for 
I hav~ families and homes in many places; (7) that scriptures 
often become more meaningful after obedience to them; (8) 
that involvement in the lives of others for his sake will bring 
joy and pain, but he is there to take the pain away. (Matt. 25: 
81-40, James .1 :27); and (9) above all he became my constant 
Companion (Matt. 28:20). Me alone? Never! 

God allowed me to· be a second mother to children in varying 
circumstances. It was always a challenge and a joy. While dorm 
mother at .Lubbock Christian College some of the girls said they 
had learned from me that one could b~ single and be happy. 
They were no longer depressed that they did not get an engage
ment ring by the end of their sophomore year! My Father 
opened another door when I was given the privilege of having a 

. weekly Bible study with the "Smith" girls at Smithlawn Mater
nity Home. There were tears to be wiped away and strength 
and hope to be given there. 

Elderly people are another lonely group that need our listen
ing ear, our laughter and our concern. Many of their friends 
have passed on and younger families are too busy for visits or 
help. I have found them to be a lot of fun and very interesting 
to listen to. The sick, spiritually and physically, the feeble
minded, the blind, and the handicapped need the touch of anoth
er's hand. 

Those who seem to be neglected the most are those in prisons. 
They are most appreciative of your letters and visits. (In to
day's mail I received a greeting card with a gift from my 'pen' 
pal. He is also God's child· after studying several Bible cor
respondence courses.) 

There are many institutions for neglected and dependent 
children. I live near one where there are little ones who need 
all the tender loving care they can get. Most do not know what 
love is, and though they are surrounded with other children and 
adults, they are lonely little fellows. For most there is no one 
special person who cares. Tony became very special to me when 
I became his someone special. (You ought to ·hear him pray 
now.) On Sunday nights I ·have been allowed to pick up.a car 
full of little boys to take to the church building where we study 
God's word and then go to my apartment for hamburgers or 
hot dogs. We enjoy being together. 

There is just no time to dwell on the negative side of life. 
God's presence will not allow it. He makes life exciting and 
worth living. If he does not yet live with you, invite him in to 
stay. You will be glad you did! 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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EUROPEAN LECTURESIDP 
SCHEDULED IN LONDON AUG. 3-9 

The Fourth Annual European Lecture
ship will be held this year in London, ac
cording to Vurel Vick, who is in charge 
of arrangements. 

"Reuel Lemmons was our campaign 
speaker in England some years ago, and 
at that time asked me to try to arrange 
the European Lectureship in London so 
that we could get more elders, deacons 
and members over there to hear about 
the needs and opportunities in Europe," 
Vick said. 

Mission work in Europe is about 85 
years old. The glamor is gone from the 
war ravaged continent, and many churches 
have growli weary of supporting mission
aries there. Yet Europe needs to hear. 
Hundreds will come from the continen~ 
missionaries and native church leaders. 
More people from the U.S. are needed. 
According to Vick, this will be an excellent 
opportunity for church leaders in America 
to meet church leaders in Europe, and to 
see first-hand the great possibilities there 
are for evangelism. 

For information write Vurel Vick, Box 
207, Floresville, Tex. 78114. The campus 
of a private school has been hired for the 
conducting of the lectureship. For trans
portation contact Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, 
Austin, Tex. 78767-(512) #452-7651. 

J. B. Hudson, 1404 Bandera Dr., Roscoe, 
Texas 79545: My wife and I spent almost 
all of April and part of May in Colorado 
and Montana where I conducted four gos
pel meetings. The churches in Cisco and 
Pecos supported two of the efforts and a 
fine couple from Meadow, brother and sis-

COIL-ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR 
Charles Con was named 1981 Alumnus 

of the Year by the Harding Graduate 
School of Religion at the Alumni Lun
cheon held April 21 as a part of the an
nual Preachers' Forum. Con, a 1964 
M.R.E. graduate of the School, was pre
sented a plaque by Dean Harold Hazelip 
which described him a8 a gospel preacher, 
a Christian educator, a Christian father, 
and a man of God. Having recently com
pleted ten years as president of Interna
tional Bible College, he continues to 
preach in numerous evangelistic meetings 
each year and to train others to evangel
ize. 

ter Alvin King, supported the other. The 
meeting in Sidney was self-supported. 

Our first meeting was .in Bayfield, Colo
rado. One was baptized there. Our next 
meeting was in Sidney, Montana, where 
brother Maripn Hayes preaches. Two were 
baptized in Sidney. We then went to 
Plentywood. This church does not have a 
preacher at present but are eagerly look
ing for one. If some dedicated, loyal-to
the-word preacher is keenly interested in 
the work there, contact me or Victor Vogt, 
Route 2, Box 23, Wesby, Mt. 69275. 

Our last meeting was at Glasgow. 
Henry Clark preaches there. There are 
perhaps twelve or :frl'teen members. 

Churches and individuals in ·our great 
state could do much each year in sending 
their own preachers or others to preach 
where there are weak and struggling 
churches. We have the money and the 
men and yet some of the congregations go 
for several years without a meeting. Why? 
Such trips like the one just described 
feed the soul and deepen love for the 
brotherhood and increase interest in lost 
souls. 

BROWN THAR SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • ''What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13,1981 
For lnformafion and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 
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SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Ministry worka with falthfuf CMatlan COfto 
tacta on MUllaly lnatallatlona wOitclwlcle that are waiting to 
help your loved onca - aa they ha~ helped wlth•the 
aplrltual and physical needs of thouaanda of ot'*- during 
the put four yura. Ttlla Nl'llca Ia f,..l 

Send their name, complete addreaa, phone lnd military 
Installation. It known, along with your name. and eddraa 

to: AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North sew.nth StrMt 
Wat Monroe. Lou~ 71&1 

Ameriean Mlliaary E•aqelislnJ Nadoaa 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PBEAOIIINO 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Vetenlul 

BeDell fa 
contact 

The DfloeotoJ:-oanB aNth Stnet 
Lubbock. TX 'fN10 

l-808-'f-..11191 

Christian couples are needed as 
houseparents. 

Contact: 
LYNN R. HARMS 

THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
P.O. Box 2824 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT 

(Continued from page 5) 
And frequently the government has r e
called products which do not measure up 
to healthful standards. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful if false teachers had to make 
the statement "this message may be haz
ardous to your spiritual health," and bet
ter yet, if brethren would "recall" those 
whose teaching doesn't "measure up." 

We need good spiritual food to remain 
God's children generation after genera
tion. Jonah preached to Nineveh, they re
pented, and were spared for 150 years. 
But because each generation was not 
taught, converted, and faithful to God, 
the Ninevites again fell into sin. This oc
casioned the prophecy of doom by Nahum. 
"God will not at all acquit the wicked." 
What type spiritual fod are you feeding 
your soul? The type you eat will determine 
the strength of your spirituality. It may 
result in death. The wonderful thing about 
salvation's plan is that even if all others 
choose to go to hell, one can still on his 
own, choose the path to heaven. "Choose 
you this day who you will serve ... but as 
for me and my house we will serve the 
Lord." 

Christians are to declare "all the counsel 
of God," and to "contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints." What Micaich said in I Kings 
22: 14-" As the Lord liveth, what the 
Lord saith unto me, that will I speak"
is for what we should strive. And as 
Jeremiah said in J er. 22:29: "0, earth, 
earth, earth, hear the Word of the Lor.d." 
Such is for what we should pray. For if 
we are nourished up in the word of faith 
and of good doctrine, we will be good 
ministers of Jesus Christ. So "let us 
search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord." "Therefore, now, brethren I 

commend you to God and to the Word of 
His grace, which is able to build you up 
and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified." 

THE PREACHER AND 
IDS MONEY (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 

t hey will do, they will pay their bills, and 
honor their commitments." 

The results of not taking care of your 
commitments are terrible. It will hurt your 
credit rating, it will cause you to lose 
the respect and coinfidence of t he people 
you work with, it will hurt the church, 
you, and your fami ly. It will also cause 
us to stand condemned in the day of judge
ment. 
Tompkinsville, Kentucky 

WASHIKGTON FAMILY CAMP 
PLANNED FOR JULY 18-25 

Lee Philips 
The annual Sauk River Camp being 

conducted this year, July 18-25, will fea
ture 0. J. Russell, of Cleburne, Texas, 
speaking on the theme : "THE CHRIS
TIAN AND MENTAL HEALTH." 

According to Lee Philips, Camp Direc
tor, the Sauk River Family Camp is a 
highlight of the year for Washington 
State and British Columbia, Canada. Lo
cated in Northwest Washington, near the 
mountain village of Darrington, Washing
ton, the camp has good facilities. Good 
food, a rustic a uditorium, excellent cabins 
and the close proximity of Sauk River 
make the camp ideal. 

l~rinh of ony single page article appearing 
in tfte Finn Foundation may be had far $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact 1.1.1 for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-641>-9208 I ••--------·-------• --·-----·---·--·---·-----v _______ ()_.._...._...,. __ u __ , ____________ , __ • 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

~ ~--.,"Ews:-:~N~;~;du;d"--1 
i Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing r 
r Write or call for free estimate. l 
l BREt,t'S WOODWORKS, INC. ~ i JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 [ 

L.----~~~~5--~~~~~--~ 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texa5 78767 
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SPECIAL MlLITARY OUTREACH 

The Bear Valley School of Biblical 
Studies in Denver, Colorado, announces 
an enlargement of their program in a 
new "Military Outreach," effective Au
gust 1, 1981. Richard Brant, a veteran of 
twenty years' service in the United States 
Navy, and a 1981 graduate of the school, 
will be the coordinator of the work. 

Special clinics and condensed stu dies 
will be taken to the military bases and 
nearby cities for the benefit of over one 
hundred thousand members of the church
es of Christ presently serving in the 
military. 

Interested parties should contact: 
Richard Brant, Military Outreach, 2707 
S. Lamar, Denver, Colorado 80227 . . .....: 

Claude A. Guild, Springtown, Texas 
76082: We closed our first year at Spring
town, Texas, last Sunday with 227 re
sponses to the invitation. There were 46 
baptisms, 162 asked for prayers and 19 
placed membership. We leave June 26th 
for Africa. 

Larry Murdock, Route 9, Box 132, Flor
ence, AL. 35633: After five years with the 
church of Christ in Brinkley, AR. my 
family \viii move to Florence, AL. to 
begin work with the Stony Point church, 
just north of Florence. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787(i7 
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URBAN EVANGELISM TEAM 
PREPARES FOR GUATEMALA 

Five families and two singles will 
begin a church planting ministry in the 
capital city of Guatemala, Central Ameri
ca, in August 1983. Migration to t he cities 
is occurring at an unprecedented rate in 
the countries of the Third World. More 
than one-sixth of the nation's population 
resides within a thirty-minute drive of 
downtown Guatema la City. There are 
several congregations in the city, aver
aging less than fifty members. There is 
need for establishing congregations of two 
to three hundred members with a coor
dinated plan for evangelizing all of 
Guatemala. 

All of the men will have been trained 
in missions at the Bear Valley School of 
Biblical Studies under the tutelage of Bob 
Waldron, former missionary to Guate
ma la. Each member will work as part of 
the team. However, team members have 
also shown special interest in the fol
lowing areas: Donnie Bates, evangelism 
among the deaf of the city; Roland and 
Carol Bowen, Bible correspondence courses 
and other literature geared to the needs 
of city dwellers; Larry Creel, evangel istic 
preaching in parks and market places and 
literature distribution ; Charlotte Creel, 
t r aining Guatemalan women; John Mar
tin, evangelistic tent meetings and park 
preaching; Debi Martin, benevblence 
among the poor; Larry Owens, developing 
and conducting discipleship and leader
ship training courses for local Christians; 
Linda Owens, communications and ladies' 

classes; Connie Tate, developing Bible 
class curricula for children and writing a 
Christian Woman course for Guatemalan 
women. Ron and Joanne Roberts have not 
yet e.xpressed their special area of 
interest. 

Congregations interested in having a 
part in the Guatemala work should contact 
the Guatemala Evangelism Team, Bear 
Valley School of Biblical Studies, 2707 So. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227. 

WELDON BENNETT HONORED 
A gathering of friends, sponsored by 

the Faculty and Staff of Abilene Chris
tian University in Dallas, gathered at the 
Oak Tree Village Clubhouse in Dallas, to 
pay tribute to Weldon Bennett who is re
tiring as full-time Bible Professor f rom 
the institution. Tributes were paid by 
J . C. Davis, Melvin Wise, Boyd Taylor, 
Blanchard Lenoir, Douglas Warner and 
Raymond Kelcy. . . 

Bennett began preaching in his 'teens. 
Local work has been done in Oklahoma, 
Washington, California and Texas. He 
was a missionary in Germany for seven 
years, and taught ili the Frankfort Bible 
School four of those years. He has served 
for 25 years as a full time faculty member 
at Abilene Christian University. 

Bennett will continue to teach part 
time at the Dallas Campus, and will teach 
a fall course at the Preston Road School 
of Preaching. He will also spend more 
t ime at the Peak and Eastside church in 
Dallas where he has served as an elder 
for many years. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1, 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call ( 512) 282-2486 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to AI/ Books-saving time in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clea r voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 
add 7.50 postage & handling 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 
add 5.00 postage & handling 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 
add 6.00 postage & hand ling 

New Testament Regula r 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

$189.50 

$ 69.50 

$159.95 

$ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in Eng lish (KJV) at $3.95 each 
add 1.00 postage & handling tor orders under 10.00, 
add 10% for orders over 10.00 

• SPANISH 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• SpaN~~hio~~ina-Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

add 4.00 postage & handling 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number Price 

$49.95 

SHIP TO: 
Total $ ___ _ 

Name ______ _______ _________ _ 

Address ___________ _ _______ _ 

City ___ ______ _ statc, ______ .zip. _____ _ 
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BOOKS Jfn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

OUR JOYFUL CONFIDENCE (Colos
sians) Thomas Trevethan. IVP 168p. $5.95 

The book of Colossians is divided into 
ten segments with a running commentary 
in semi expository form giving the basic 
themes with which Paul deals. 

AND I SAY UNTO YOU. James Baird. 
B & B Bookhouse. 86p. $3.75 

A frank statement of the eight preva
lent positions on divorce and remarriage 
in the light of Matthew 19 :9. Reasons are 
clearly given as to why brethren hold each 
view. Then answers to those views are 
presented. A thirteen lesson study of the 
subject, that is concise pointed and logical." 

SEVEN STEPS ALONG THE WAY. 
Dale Simpson. Quality. 311p. $6.95 

You have heard of "All the Men of The 
Bible", "All The Women of The Bible" 
etc. Well, this book is about all the sevens 
in the Bible, from the seven days of Crea
tion to the seven viles of Revelation. Al
most endless are the instances, on the sur
face and beneath it, of the use of this 
number that stands for completeness. If 
you want to study the Bible from a unique 
angle this is the book for you. There's 
nothing like it. 

THE AROMA OF CHRIST. James Wood
ruff. Gospel Teacher. 130p. $4.95 

Ten full length sermons centering around 
four main themes Being, having, knowing 
and working. Expository preaching at its 
best. Original, fresh and provocative. 

TELL THE TRUTH. Will Metzer. IVP. 
187p. $5.95 

Many times the gospel is reduced to a 
handful of bare facts, and packaged to 

sell in the street in a grab bag. But the 
gospel is deep, all encompassing, and pro
found. One must know it before he can 
teach it. He must learn it before he can 
live it. Although there are many things in 
this book with which the readers will not 
agree, it contains a ·view of Restoration
ism from a standpoint much different 
from the traditional view of most of our 
readers. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST. Fredel'iek Cath
erwood. IVP. 160p. $5.95 

A look at the ten commandments 
through 20th century eyes. A call back to 
basics. An attempt at restoring the foun
dations. Though the world changes there 
are still some eternal verities. 

THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT. 
Lloyd Ellis. Privately pub. 109p. $2.75 

52 short,· to the point, lessons about the 
church. Excellent study book, or devotion
al guide. An exercise that promotes fur
ther study accompanies each lesson. 

HAPPINESS-IS IT THE IMPOSSIBLE 
DREAM? Richard Stephens. Impact Pub. 
178p. $1.95 

Many people have- sought in many ways 
for happiness, only to be disappointed 
in the search. Why? A public Relations 
professional searches for the answer-and 
for the key to real and lasting happiness. 

GETTING THERE FROM HERE. Cecil 
Murphey. Word.132p. $7.95 

There are a lot of mistaken ideas about 
Divine guidance. The author .does a good 
job straightening out some of them-and 
some of them he misses too. 

When sending a book for review dn these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

AU boob nrlewed here m.,- IN! parchued from 
tho Firm Poandatlon PabllahiD~ Roue. Pleaae add 
11.00 for patap and bandlln~ on orden of flO.OO 
or leu; 10'/0 on orden onr flO.OO. 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$ 
0 2 Years-$19.00 

1.00 Per Montho a vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/state/Zip 

Signature 
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COME WITH US 
To 

CHI:NA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683·1678 

901-761·1350 

f\IN~G ~fl~® ,-a ~9~ §CB East 
unu (G) Tennessee School 

of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Phone (615) 691-7 444 or 691-7201 

TRAINING Workers 
TRAINING Missionaries 
TRAINING Preachers 

Write or call for catalog 
Next Registration August 19,1981 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles Hodge 
Bon Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept.28-29 

Contact 

Allan BenneH 
PSCC Rt. 1, Box 420 

Madill, OK 73446 

(405) 795-5015 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Adveriisln~r in this section $1.50 per line. Desl~rned especially to accommodate c:oqreptiona 

advertiainlr meetln~r places, preachers seeldn~r work or con~rreJratlons aeeldntr preachcn. Abo other 
ac:c:eptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO so=8 
~000 CHURCH OF O~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W, Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlcat. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvin~r St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50), Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9: SO 
A.M. Sun., 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchora~re, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublla Road 

Plea•aatoa, Callfonlla 84588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON-iSLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
10meone movin~r to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sund117 worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622·2586; 

------,=-=P=•u;:;:l~H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evan~~:elist 
BREWER, MAJNE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 868-'888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. tiorfirllll Ave .. 
11.S. 400 Ea•t Oppo•lte K-Mnrt. Oftlee 4'J'I
S2"11. Dobb7 Wade. MID. 4'1o-40S8. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley Olaurela of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Y11ltiA, ARIZ.. OGl W. 2Stla St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1782 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRYST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wf'fl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
For sale, song books, "GREAT SONGS OF THE 
CHURCH #2." 180 books In good condition. Make 
us an offer, you pay frei~~:ht. Church of Christ. Box 
544. Rosebud, Texas 76570. Ph. (817) 583-4426. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA! 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Holl:YWood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Loa Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday warship 11 A.M. 
Wednesday 7:30P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

111.1 miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houaeparents, christiana who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work, Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-589-
7725 (day) or 612-589-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Tuaa, 78056. 
"EM..r:"LO~MEN'l': NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes, National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed lon~r envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Mi88. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealerest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 89466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
'72 48 passenger Chevrolet painted Joy Bus colora. 
$1250 if interested contact Cecil Lanning 918-567-
2127 or Box 41, Talihina.. Okla. 74571. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6;.;::8;..:..7.;;.;6•:___,..... 
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Home, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47180. 
This is just aeroBB the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap
plication, please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 
282-1047." 
PREACHER WANTED. Prefer an older experienced 
man, Salary negotiable. Send resume. The church 
owns its own building and self-supporting. Contact 
Oral Margan, 620 Chester St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Phone (515) 684-5671. 

"THE CHRISTIAN AND LIFE CRISES" 
How do you respond to suffering-your own or 
someone else's? THE CHRISTIAN AND LIFE 
CRISES explores our attitudes, reactions and in
volvement in suffering. For a free copy of this 
helpful booklet, send a long SASE (85¢) to Caring
F-3, Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Lake Merced Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. Ia looking for a full
time minister. Congregation of approximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
35 to 55 years of age. No elders at present time. 
Salary open. Please contact Jame• Nichols (415) 
589-2307 or Homer Bradford (415) 834-4676. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT,REALTOR~ 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If ;roa are movin1r anywhere ln the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT I Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office ls independently owned and operated. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Prfnt
fng Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 ar 
I'Ril {916\ 8R5-677tt 
Wnllhlnlil:toa, D.O. area-10 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
EstRt Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VlrglDla 
22301, phone ('103) 836-3083 or 9'll-U4'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evang-elist. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in a S'l'owlnsr church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 3088, SedonB. 
Ari:z:. 86840. 
CAMP LEJ'c,;..EUNE=-=......,M""'ARTNE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 678, Jax., N.C. 28640. Phonea-(919) 
847-1122 or 847-1805. 

"Preacher wanted: Church of Christ, Eldorado, OK. 
Residence, utilities, salary approx. $280.(wk. Prefer 
middle-aged man wlth children in sehoo , Call Tom 
Bennett 405/633-2635." 
Earn $5,000-$80,000 part-time, Preachers, teachers, 
men and women with leadership abilities. Religious 
publications rates top opportunity for ministers. No 
retail sales. Retirement (regardless of. age) group 
insurance, car, paid travel and tax benefits. Will 
interview in TX, OK, AR, LA & TN July 2-11. Call 
the Phillips Group 205-272-7165 or 405-452-5802 or 
write 528 Lawndale Lane, Montgomery, AL 36109. 

INVESTIGATBl The Firm FouadatloD 
tria to •ereea advertt•la~. DDd will Dot 
lalowla.rl7' take queatloaable advertlsiDJOP;. 
But It Ia the reader'• reapoaslblllt7 to Ill• 
veatlpte. Like DDT otlaer pap•r• we aome
tlmea 11DWittln~t17' rail aD UDWOrth7' ad. 
Aa tile old S.:ll7'1Dtr ,;oe., before 700 luve•t• 
laveatllratel 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college graduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

MEMPIDS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACIDNG 

4400 Kni~ht Arnold Road 
MemphiS, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Directo1· 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for catalog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 

15 f447] 



Harding Graduate School 
of Religion 

Beginning September 1, the Fall Schedule of Bible and 
Bible-relsted subjects at Harding in Memphis presents 
ministers and prospective ministers in the Mid-South area 
with another great opportunity for personal GROWTH and 

increased USEFULNESS in the kingdom of Christ. Classes 
still meet on a one-day-a-week basis to make COMMUTING 
from hundreds of miles possible. Contact us for applica
tions for admission and scholarship assistance. 

Fall Schedule 
Early Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 7 and 28 
Orientation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 31 

{8:15 a.m. -new graduate students) 

Monday 
1:00-3:40 p.m. 

510 Readings in the Hebrew 
Old Testament 

525 Galatians and Romans 
564C History of the Restoration 

Movement in America 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 

Jack Lewis 
Richard Oster 

Earl West 

567 Seminar in Church History: Contemporary 
Restoration Movement Earl West 

573A Basic Counseling Bill Flatt 
585 Historical Missiology Philip Slate 

7:15-9:45 p.m. 
546 Classics of Christian Devotion Douglas Brown 
564A History of the Restoration 

Movement in America Earl West 

Tuesday 
. 15-11:30 a.m. 

531A Elementary Greek Carroll Osburn 
560 History of the Early Church Earl West 
599 Introduction to Graduate Study Annie May Lewis 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
521 The New Testament World 
57 4A Theories of Marriage and 

Family Therapy 
599 Intro. to Graduate Study 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
534 Christology 
544A History of Christian Thought 
572 MinistryandLife 

7:15-9:45 p.m. 
580 Communication Strategies 

Wednesday 
8:15-11:30 a.m. 

573B Practicum in Counseling 
587B Ethnotheology 

Richard Oster 

Joel Johnson 
Annie May Lewis 

Carroll Osburn 
Douglas Brown 

Mac Lynn 

Philip Slate 

Joel Johnson 
Philip Slate 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
504 Genesis 
597 Campus Ministry 
599 Intro. to Graduate Study 

Thursday 
8:15-11:30 a.m. 

500A Survey of the Old Testament 
547 Providence and Suffering 
599 Intro. to Graduate Study 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
532 Readings in Greek 

New Testament 
551 Problems of Religious 

Knowledge 
599 Intro. to Graduate Study 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
500B Advanced Introduction to 

Old Testament 
503 Religious Teachings of the 

Old Testament 
581C Church Music 

7:15-9:45 p.m . 
526x Corinthian Letters 
588 Expository Preaching 

Friday 
8:15-11:30 a.m. 

502x Geography 9f Bible Lands 
509A Beginning Hebrew 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 

Jack Vancil 
Mac Lynn 

Annie May Lewis 

Jack Vancil 
Douglas Brown 

Annie May Lewis 

Carroll Osburn 

Harold Hazelip 
Annie May Lewis 

Jack Lewis 

Jack Vancil 
Jim Chester 

Richard Oster 
Philip Slate 

Jack Vancil 
Jack Lewis 

537 Seminar in the Synoptic Gospels Carroll Osburn 
552 Philosophy of Religion Harold Hazelip 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
544B History of Christian Thought 
575A Marital Therapy 

D.Min. Courses 
700 Research in Ministry Oct. 5-9 
730A,B Internship in Ministry TBA 
740A,B Thesis TBA 

Colloquim (non-credit) 

Douglas Brown 
Joel Johnson 

Mac Lynn 
Staff 
Staff 
Staff 

Harold Hazellp, Dean 
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1000 Cherry Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 38117 

901/761·1353 

Bill Fiatt, Registrar 
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TH E CAMPUS OF NORTH EASTERN CHRISTIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE in 
surburban Phila~olphia was the site of the sixth annual Valley Forge Family 
En~ampment. P1clurod h_e~e are so.me of the participa nts from 16 stal es. 
En1oycd a week of sp1ntual ennchment, fellowship, and tours to In
dependence Hall, Valley Forge, Audubon, Longwood Gardens and other 
historic Philadelphia attractions led by Gregory Anderson of 'the NCJC 
faculty. Will Good hcer directed the Encampment. 

Austin, T<!xas, July 21, 1981 
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What Is an Undenominational Church? 

The very fact that no religious group in all history 
has been able to maintain an undenominational posture 
for very long is an indication of how hard it is to be 
undenominational. Many have tried. All have failed. 
Must we fail? 

Churches gradually develop characteristics. They 
also develop a language of their own. They become 
peculiar in one way or another. They pride themselves 
on their distinctiveness. They think they are one of a 
kind. Sometimes they boast of being "the only loyal 
church." In their zeal to be nondenominational they 
become bigoted sectarians. 

When we contemplate undenominationalism, the very 
idea demands nothing of distinction. This is why the 
undenominational church has no name. It has no creed. 
It has no church ordinances. It doesn't stand for a sin
gle thing that is distinctly different enough to set it 
aside from everything else. The only peculiarity we can 
see about the New Testament church is that it has no 
peculiarities. 

This is perhaps the unique thing that Campbell saw 
in the Christian religion. He conceived of all honest 
people throwing off their peculiarities to become one in 
Christ. Why shouldn't any honest person wish to rid 
himself of anything that would make him different, so 
that he might join with all who would be joined with 
Jesus ? It is this breathless concept of Christian unity 
that prompted Campbell to believe that the world was 
on the verge of conversion and total Christian unity, 
and that such an event would surely usher in a millen
nium. 

Our opposition to t he errors and peculiarities of 
religious groups has caused us to loose sight of the 
tremendous unifying power of the gospel of Christ. 
Because we have a sectarian spirit ourselves, we can 
seldom get along among ourselves for very long. Bick
ering and division is as foreign to New Testament 
Christianity as hell is to heaven. How can religious 
groups be proud of their diversity, and of the many 
choices they offer, when there is no diversity in the 
Faith of the Lord Jesus Christ? We do not want to be 
different. We want to be so un-different that we can 
totally identify with the faith and practice of the New 
Testament church. 

This is why the church had no distinctive name or 
title during Bible times. This is the reason why creeds 
were unthinkable. This is why Jesus was concerned 
wth breaking down middle walls or partitions. He want
ed unity and love to flow. He prayed that his followers 
might all be one. The only distinctive thing he cared 
about was that the church be distinct from the world. 
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The goal of every Christian should be to lose every 
distinctive feature and identify only with Jesus. The 
only distinctive feature of the New Testament church 
is that it has no distinctive features. It identifies only 
with truth. 

We do not judge others because they do not stand or 
fan to us, or by our standards; they stand or fall to the 
Master alone. He alone can judge them. His standards 
will judge them. His standards will judge all men
heathen or Christian-alike. There is no room for 
holier-than-thou sectarianism. It is hardly in keeping 
with the spirit of the Nazarene to drown witches or 
burn heretics. Ours should be the task of searching for 
unity in Christ. The entire Testament was designed to 
give us a working grasp of t he church as Heaven con
ceived it. Every parable, every utterance, every epis
tle is ours because God wanted us to know the ideal 
church. He revealed it in the New Testament. 

There is probably no way to separate men and move
ments. Every cause has ridden to victory on the shoul
ders of some great man. The church in the early cen
turies was moulded and shaped partly by men like Paul 
and Peter-and countless thousands of others. But, in 
the end, that connection became the church's undoing. 
Some followed Paul and some followed Peter. They 
were soundly condemned for it. And yet their posterity 
followed the same twisting trail. Great leaders arose 
and good men followed them. Distinctions developed. 
Spite fences were built. Sectarianism was born. 

The church of Jesus Christ is "essentially, inten
tionally, and constitutionally one" as Thomas Campbell 
said. It is an entire body consisting of all the redeemed. 
Jesus is its only head. Its members do his will. If we 
had never become separated over personalities and 
"issues" there never would have been the shameful 
division of our times. If people had continued to want to 
be Christians only, rather than wave the proud banner 
of some sect, we might be facing t he world as a united 
force today, rather than as a fractured and fragmented 
people. 

Sectarianism arises from deviations from truth; and 
the greater the sectarian spirit the further from the 
truth. The only acceptable standard of authority is the 
Truth, and God's word, Jesus said, is truth. 
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On Being Citizens of the Kingdom 
RAY W. NOTGRASS 

What is something for which you would 
sacrifice? 

In America today, sacrifices are made 
for many things, almost all of them per
sonal. We sacrifice for a house, a second 
car, a better television, or a dream vaca
tion. 

However, when it comes to giving up 
personal comfort or individual freedom 
for the sake of a cause or to meet a moral 
responsibility, Americans are much less 
likely to sacrifice willingly. Consider some 
of the issues pressed upon us today in this 
country: 

The idea of draft registration, let alone 
actual induction, is met with vehement 
opposition even as our armed forces lack 
manpower and effective leadership. 

Women who wish to have sexual rela
tions on their own terms demand readily 
accessible abortions if they do not wish to 
be "bothered" by an unwanted "fetus." 

A couple who no longer cares to sustain 
a home or to make an effort to get along 
with each other can end their marriage 
with a divorce that is relatively quick, 
smooth, and increasingly socially accept
able. 

Bankruptcy is becoming a common way 
to avoid paying one's bills. Malpractice 
suits have been filed even against Protes
tant clergymen. What was once condemned 
as immoral and decadent is .demanded by 
some as their inherent right and freedom. 

Many Americans apparently care little 
about anything except their own comfort 
and pleasure. The modem American evi
dently wants nothing less-and nothing 
more-than a life with all of the attendant 
comforts and conveniences. The main goal 
in life for many seems to be simply to 
keep on living, and to do so with minimal 
responsibility. The idea of sacrificing per
sonal comfort or pleasure for another 
person or for a couse is an idea foreign 
to the thinking of many. The "possibility of 
giving one's life for his country or be
liefs is something to be avoided at all 
cost. 

The capture of American hostages in 
Iran aroused some patriotic indignation in 
me (as it did in others) and caused me to 
think seriously about the American pat
tern of pleasure-seeking, comfortable 
apathy and pursuit of one's self-interests. 
Histoey does not run in cycles, but there 
are some interesting similarities between 
our nation and the Roman Empire: mili
tary greatness followed by decline and 
even defeat by lesser powers; political 
corruption and bloated government hand
out programs; lax morality, ram~ant. di
vorce and socially acceptable promiscuity; 
and the accepted destructive of unwanted 
babies (theirs occurred after the children 
were born; ours occurs while the child 
is still in the womb). As yet we have not 
taken to watching the killing of human 
beings for sport as the Romans did in the 
Coliseum but who would count anything 
out of th~ range of possibility? 

Most of you who are reading this will 
no doubt agree with my assessment and 

would be able to cite many other examples. 
My purpose in discussing it is not, how
ever, for reasons you might expect. This is 
not intended to be a self-righteous con
demnation of others. I have nurtured my 
share of apathy, non-involvement, and de
sire to be left alone (I didn't want to go 
to VietNam either). Nor am I lamenting 
the decline of morality, virtue, and bard 
work in American society in hopes of fos
tering a movement to restore these vital 
traits to our culture. Great civilizations 
and societies have always declined after a 
period of greatness, and it is the height of 
self-deception and is typical of American 
pride to think that our culture is any 
different. 

My reason for bringing this disturbing 
trend to your attention is to sound the 
warning that the Lord's church has been 
and will coninue to be influenced by the 
world around us. The world and the 
church are of necessity co-existent ene
mies, and influence is bound to spread in 
one direction or the other. Our hope is that 
the church will influence the world, and 
that possibility is very real. (Reversals in 
moral trends ha1Je taken place in history 
and even in the United States.) But honest 
observers who love the church will have 
to admit that the great bulk of influence 
has been in the opposite direction: the 
church has been influenced, heavily and 
at times tragically, by the world. America 
may pull the church down with it rather 
than the church causing America to rise 
with her. 

My lament is not over secondary or 
superficial changes. I do not intend to 
bemoan simply the advent of dresses with
out throat-high necklines and ankle-length 
hemlines, although the influence of fashion 
trends on our view of acceptable attire 
has been more subtlely effective than most 
of us would admit. Nor am I condemning 
the demise of the tent meetings of the 
good old days, the use of family life cen
ters, or chil.dren's worship. Most of these 
changes are largely superficial and deal 
only with our traditions and our own 
standards of acceptability. The Lord can 
work through a family life center just as 
he can work through a tent meeting. Let's 
not mistake form for substance. 

My concern is with the demise of atti
tudes of godliness, compassion and dedi
cation. It appears that many love neither 
the Lord, nor the church, nor other people 
as Christ would have us. We are often not 
willing to sacrifice, to work hard, to pur
sue excellence, or to give and love at 
our own expe11se. 

Take part in a service project to the 
elderly? Oh no, I have my dating life to 
consider. 

Be a part of an evangelistic effort? 
Why, I would be laughed at. 

Increase my contribution? It takes a 
lot to get by these days, you know. 

Clean the church building or work to 
make a Bible class the best that it can 
be? Oh it's good enough as it is. 
Atte~d a Bible class in addition to Sun-

day and Wednesday! Do you think I'm a 
fanatic! 

Spend an evening in prayer! Oh, come 
on now. 

"No one of you can be my disciple who 
does not give up all his own possessions." 
You've got to be kidding. 

"Deny yourself, take up your cross, and 
follow me." That can't mean what you say 
it means. 

Where will it end! When parents do not 
exemplify for and instill in their children 
a love for the Lord and a zeal for the 
best, lukewarmness is almost surely the 
result. Anyone urging greater devotion is 
written off as a kook. When Christ is not 
honored and obeyed as Lord, when the 
church is neither respected nor discussed 
with admiration and love, when the Bible 
courage and explain the meaning of godli
ness is not pursued-can a thistle produce 
figs? 

It iff vitally important for the Lord's 
church truly to belong to the Lord and to 
seek his will in all things. We must en
courage and· explain the mearing of godli
ness in personal lives and in dating re· 
lationships. We must teach how to make 
a home work and last and how it can 
bless the family members. We must de
vote ourselves anew to grasping the mes
sage of Scripture and to applying it with
out compromise in our lives. We must 
renew a desire for genuine Christian 
service and the desire to do all in the 
name of the Lord. We must rekindle the 
spirit of power, love, and self-control that 
the Lord gives us (2 Tim. 1 :7). 

What if social trends are running 
counter to the teaching of Scripture 'l 
What if the government decrees are 
against us? What if we face the possibility 
of being taxed by the state 'l The early 
church was not taxed-it was outlawed! 
And yet, it grew tremendously. We need 
the attitude of victory even in the face 
of adversity, for the victory assuredly be
longs to the Lord. If we are depend~nt 
on a favorable government or a congenial 
society for our existence, on what are we 
truly depending (see 1 Pet. 4:12-19)'1 
"The blood of martyrs is the seed of the 
church." . . 

This article has been largely negative In 
tone and content, but some serious treat
ment is needed for the patient in question, 
the bride of Christ, to regain her proper 
and much-wanted health. Many of the 
older generations have probably recog
nized this trend for some time, but as one 
who is still under thirty, I am alarmed by 
the movement in this direction. These 
thoughts may only serve to deepen your 
cynicism and despair, but I hope not. Per
haps a few may be stirred to make an 
effort wherever they are to reverse the 
trend simply in their own }ives or per
haps in their own congregation. T~en the 
fullness of Christ can make your bfe o~e 
that makes a difference. Then we Will 
have a message that the world will have 
to consider. It is a great ca;use, a "good 
fight," in which we are enlisted. Let us · 
never let the standard lag. 

"The kingdom of the world has beco~e 
the kingdom of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he will reign forever and 
ever" (Rev. 11 :15). 

Highway 6 West, Oxford, MS 88655 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Light of Men 
O.H.TABOR 

In the beginning the Word existed. The Word was with God, 
and the Word was divine. It was he that was with God in the 
beginning. Everything came into existence through him, and 
apart from him nothing came to be. It was by him that life came 
into existence, and that life was the light of mankind. The light 
is still 8hining in the darkness, for the darkness has never put 
it out" (John 1 :1-5). 

This prefactory statement to John's discourse seems to place 
our minds more in the atmosphere and context of thought, about 
the pre-existence of Jesus, characteristic of Paul's writings than 
within the framework of the synoptics. Here· John goes directly 
to the pre-existence, Personality and Divinity of the Word, 
(Logos), while the synoptics tend to emphasize the activities of 
the revealed One, for example: Matthew stresses Christ's 
Messianic royalty, Mark portrays Jesus as the son of man, and 
Luke presents Jesus as the Sa vi our of the race. 

John's message is a distinct advance, dogmatically, for here 
one is led to perceive the glorious activity of the Divine nature 
of God through the revealed Word of God, Jesus Christ. One 
evidently follows the spirit of the New Testament ·by emphasiz
ing the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ, when speaking of the 
primary form of Divine revelation to man. However, one must 
be careful to distinguish God in his revelation from the testi
mony to that revelation which confronts man in the Scriptures, 
the written word of God, for it is through the witness of the 
Bible that all generations learn of God's acts. Jesus said, "Every 
one who listens to the Father and learns from him will come to 
me. In the prophets it is written. And all men will be taught 
of God" (John 6:45). 

John's profund truth is worthy of deep research for it suggests 
the program and progress mankind is to follow under the 
Eternal Being who is the author of all life and light. The pro
foundness of John's words lies in the fact that our minds are 
carried back to the beginning and shows us that Jesus was the 
Word before he was man and that Jesus was the Word as he 
was man, the Son. "The Word was made flesh" (John 1:14). 
Here we see that he is both at the same time very God and very 
man. One bas said, "One can know that God was present in 
Jesus Christ only by looking at the person of Jesus." We also 
know what it means to be man by looking at the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. God became man by his free choice when he 
"Emptied himself taking the form of a servant" (Phil. 2:6). He 
"emptied" himself; not indeed, of the Godhead, which could not 
be, but of its manifestation, its glory for a time. 

Because of the fact that he has always been and now is the 
Life, he is therefore, the light of men. He said, "I am the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life, no man comes to the Father but by 
me" (John 14:6). There is the Light of God in the world but 
there is also the darkness in men. Throughout history of the 
action of the Logos on men the effulgence of the light has been 
encountered by human darkness as verse five shows. John's 
ministry was to bear witness of the Light, but - - - was not itself 
the Light •.. that all men might believe through him, Vss, 6-8. 
The twofold effect of this pre-incarnation activity: for the 
elected nation of people and for individuals, Vss. 10-13. The 
doctrine of the incarnation of the Logos is cited in Vs. 14, which 
is testified to by the prophetic spirit, Vs. 15. 
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John then gives some of his experiences. The Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him. "Who are you 1" He 
confessed, he did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 
Others asked him questions as to his identity but each time be 
answered "no." He then testified, "I am the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord, as the 
prophet Isaiah said." At the baptism of Jesus J obn said he saw 
the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus and the voice said, "This 
is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased." The next 
day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world." 

No person was better prepared to carry the gospel of Light to 
men than was this great apostle John. He had been from his 
youth a beloved apostle. Someone made this observation, "His 
bead had rested on his Lord's breast, he had stood beside the 
cross, had witnessed the Ascension, had cherished till her death 
the Mother of the Lord, had seen the Jewish dispensation 
closed and the Holy City overthrown, and to him the beatific 
vision of the Apocalypse had been granted." We see that John's 
whole Gospel is summed up in these words, "These have been 
written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing ye may have life in his name" (John 
20:31). The very first chapter which we have written about 
reveal a three-fold relationship of the Lord Jesus Christ, in his 
relationship to God, his relationship to Creation and his re
lationship to man. 

First, as we have seen, he is called the "Word." Christ, him
self is the uttered speech and thought of Almighty God. He is the 
visible expression of the invisible God. Man's finite mind cannot 
grasp the mystery but the devout believer can bow and adore. 
That Jesus should elect to make himself of no reputation, taking 
upon him the form of a servant, and dying on a cross for the 
sins of the world, is a mystery of grace that can only be 
fathomed by the mystery of the Trinity. Thus we see how he 
was related to God. 

Second, he is related to the creation. "All things were made 
by him, and without him was not anything made that was 
made" Vs. 3. Paul taught this same doctrine when he said, "God 
created all things by Jesus Christ" (Epb. 3:9). It pleased God to 
bring the whole creation into being by the instrumentality of 
his Son; it has pleased him that the new creation should be 
"In Christ." By him he made worlds and by him he seeks also 
to redeem this world lost in sin. He by whom God made all 
things has also made peace by the Blood of his Cross. The Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Word of God holds the same position towards 
the new creation as he did to the old. "Thou are worthy, 0 Lord, 
to receive glory, honour and power; for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. 
4:11) •. 

Third, we see Christ, the Word of God, in relationship to men. 
"In him was life, and the life was the Light of men." Why is the 
light spoken of as the Light of men, and not creation? He made 
the light of the material universe but he is the Light of men. 
Man is something distinct and superior to other created things. 
He is a personality that needs Divine personality to meet his 
needs. The life manifested in Jesus is the true light which 
should lighten every man coming into the world. "I am come that 
they might have life and have it more abundantly." Where does 
this light shine? The light shines in darkness. He said, "I am 
come a light into the world" (John 12 :46). The purpose of light 
is to overcome darkness. The centre of darkness is the human 
heart. The God who commanded light to shine out of darkness is 
he who hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl
edge of God (2 Cor. 4:6). The effect of the shining light is seen 
in the above verse, but man can refuse the light for it is said, 
"The darkness apprehended it not." The darkness of willful 
unbelief remained unconscious of the new day-"They know 
not the time of their visitation" (Luke 19:42-44). 
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Give Me One More Day, Lord 
ROGER E. DICKSON 

"The only way I knew I could stop her was to kill her." So 
stated one of the members of the All Saints church concerning 
his wife and who had turned to adultery. And, he tried to kill her. 
She pulled a knife on him one evening and he pulled a knife on 
her. He slashed her on the face, knee and stomach. He then 
wanted to kill himself. Luckily, that effort failed, as well as 
his effort to kill her. 

She was rushed to the hospital. Doctors labored to sew her up 
while the neurotic husband waited in the waiting room. She 
was released to go home that night, but he left town, fearing 
that that wife's family might take revenge upon him. 

W eU, it was one more day in the life of a. missioruz,ry in a. 
f0'1'eign country. 

"I've been waiting for someone to come and teach me for a 
long time. And now, you have come." So stated a sixty-five year 
old man here in Antigua. Allen was a devout man, one who 
prayed to God continually. He was one who feared God. But 
Allen just could not feel comfortable with the Anglican church. 
He knew that there must be something better, something ordered 
by God and not by man. 

I first met Allen when he attended a campaign we had in the 
city of All Saints. Sincerity poured from every word he spoke. 
Allen was not ready to obey the Lord that very night. No, he 
had to get his house in or:der. But he finally realized that he 
needed the Lord to help him get his house in order. I'll never 
forget that day I saw him go down into the grave: the grave of 
water for the remission of sins: It was great! 

It was another day in the life of a missionary. 

"The immigration authorities want to see all of you tomor
row." Such were the words that came like a bolt of lightning to 
my central nervous system. What did we do? Are we getting 
kicked out of the country? I just got here. How am I going to 
move all this junk I shipped down to another island. We've all 
been good boys. What do the immigration authorities want with 
us? (It's funny how worry will make your mind wander.) 

Well, there were five of us missionaries on urgent call for 
the next day. The chief of immigration told one member of the 
church who told us that he wanted to see all of us to check our 
visas. And, we were shaking in our boots. We were puzzled, 
though, because this was all quite out of the ordinary. Some
thing was up, so we thought. 

Next morning we were all up and dressed, looking like nice, 
innocent school children. Down to the immigration office we 
headed. I don't believe I acted more behaved in all my life. 

Well, you couldn't have guessed it. The chief immigration 
officer was out. The assistant said there was no trouble. And 
we were all out of there like kids turned out of school. We never 
had to go back, either. 

Another ••• day ••• in life • •• of ••• ez-mi8Bionaf1!. 

"Aaaaaaah •.• aaaa ••. eeeeee .•.• " So stated my wife. 
She was no little excited about the big tarantula that had just 
crawled up on our porch I played "Joe cool." These little 
creatures had not killed anybody down here, yet. I didn't think, 
anyway. But I wasn't going to allow that rumor to be changed. 
I, therefore, took every precaution to disable the little creature 
by securing a garden hoe with the longest possible handle. And 
the deed was done. It was then that my wife returned from the 
top of the house. 

Another davin life. 

"Yes, you can have prime-time from '1 :30 to 8 :00 PM at about 
$300 a month. Or, you can have 50 minutes Sunday afternoon 
for the same price." So stated the program Dl$nager of the TV 
station. It was great. It was a fantastic opportunity. Just think 
of it, the only TV broadcast received by most in the area. Over 
85,000 listening at all times. What an opportunity! I was 
ecstatic. They were giving us PRIME TIME! It was a chance 
to reach 85,000 people for 80 to 50 minutes each week for 
$300. But ••• but where will I get the $800 a month. Yes, $300, 
where would I get the money. Of course, I thonght, there are 
a hundred other similar opportunities in the mission field just 
waiting for churches with vision. 

Another ••. 800 ••• day • ••• 

"Yes, I want to preach." So stated one of our converts about 
two months ago. Stanford was an ex-policeman. He could speak 
publically with great ability. He was a very outgoing individual. 
Stanford stood up before the congregation one Sunday and said 
that he wanted to preach the gospel; he wanted to tell others 
about the loving grace of God. 

That all happened over two months ago. Stanford has since 
stopped attending. Prayers ·and visits have had little effect. At 
this day he has become another of those whose "first love" has 
taken second place to a host of worldly pleasures. 

Yes, ••• da.y •••• 

"It is good to be here." Doris made that statement. She is a 
recent convert. But life hasn't always been rosy for Doris. She 
came home one night a few years ago and found her husband 
sleeping with another woman. Well, out the door she chased 
both, the woman and the husband. With her son and daughter 
they have been making it out on their own ever since. 

It's been a month now since Doris was baptized. She attends 
worship regularly. She works with the ladies Bible class. She 
goes on home Bible studies. She invites her friends to attend 
worship. She sings out with love in her heart. Yes, she said, 
"It's good to be here." 

Oh yes, it's been another fantastic day in service as a. mis
sionary for my L0'1'd. 
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The Foreknowledge of God 
RONN IE GREENHAGEN 

Simonides, a heathen poet, was asked 
by Hieron, king of Syracuse, (Sicily, 
about 500 B.C.), "What is God?" 
Simonides asked for a day to think on the 
subject. At t he end of the day he asked for 
two more days to contemplate. At the end 
of the two days he asked for four more 
days in which to reflect on the subject. 
And so he doubled the time at the end of 
each period requested. Finally, after many 
weeks, the king asked, "Why are you 
taking so long to answer my simple ques
tion?" Sil)'lonides said, "The more I think 
of God, the more he is still unknown to 
me." 

When we think of God being infinite 
we naturally think of him as being "big." 
"Bigger is better," we rationalize. How
evet·, bigger is not necessarily better. God 
is not necessarily big, but he is superior . 
The same idea is being expressed when the 
Bible speaks of God being "on high" and 
"in heaven." The idea is not that God is 
far distant from us in space, but that he is 
far above us in greatness. The scope of 
God's knowledge is not the emphasis of the 
Bible. The emphasis is the extent and 
quality of his knowledge. God does not 
want ot be viewed as "big." He wants to 
be viewed as "perfect"; and so the Bible's 
emphasis is God's perfection, not h is im
mens ity. 

Omniscience 
Infinity applied to knowledge is "omni

science"-perfect knowledge. In I John 
3.20 the Bible says, "Because if our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things." God's 
knowledge is all-comprehensive. Its scope 
is "no number." 

To comprehend this we must know that 
God's knowledge covers everything that 
has happened, is happening and that will 
happen. His knowledge covers all that will 
definitely happen and the things that 
might have happened, but did not. An 
example of this is found in Matthew 
11.21-24. The condemnation of Chorazin 
and Bethsaida is not mere speculation on 
the part of Christ: he is stating a fact. 
He knew they would have repented. How 
does God know it will be more tolerable 
for Tyre and S idon? He knows because he 
has infinite knowledge-knowledge that 
has no bounds-"without number." God 
konws all the possible variations and con
tingent possibilities of any given situation. 
He knows the relationship all things 
present and contingent have to one an
other. He sees in his mind how they enter
act and mix. He knows the ou tcome of any 
situation long before it happens. 

Beginning to End 
God knows everything perfectly from 

eternity pas t to eternity future. In Isaiah 
46.!J, 10 God says: 

"(9) Remember the former things of 
old: for I am God, and there is none else ; 
I am God, and there is none like me; 
(10) declaring the end from the begin
ning and from ancient times th ings that 
are not yet done; saying, my counsel 
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shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure." 

In Isaiah 42.9 God says: 
"Behold, the former things are come to 
pass, and new things do I declare; be
fore they spring forth I tell you of 
them." 

These verses need no explanation. God 
foreknows things before they happen. God 
said it and that settles it. The phrase 
"before they spring forth" is an agricul
tural term meaning "before they begin to 
germinate"; that is, before there is any 
indication of liie or possibility of some
thing happening, God said it would occur. 
God has predicted things which were 
highly improbable, if not morally impos
sible to happen. For example, what were 
the chances of Abraham becoming a father 
when he was a hundred years old? Abso
u ltely nil; yet God predicted it would 
happen and it did. In Romans 4.17 the 
Bible says : 

"As it is written, A father of many 
nations have I made thee before him 
whom he believed, even God who giveth 
life to the dead, a.dn calleth the things 
that are not, as though they were." 

My God is infini te ! 

Foreknowledge 
There are two terms translated fore

knowledge in the New Testament. One of 
these terms is the Greek word "progi
nosko" which means, "to know before
hand to know previously." There are two 
verses with this word that refer to human 
foreknowledge. Acts 26.5 speaks of the 
Jews having foreknowledge of Paul when 
he was a Pharisee. 2 Peter 3.17 tells us 
that Christians have foreknowledge of 
God's love and judgement. 

We also find proginosko in Romans 8.29 
where Pa ul speaks of Christians being 
foreknown by God. Here God foreknows 
not a ll men, but particularly the afflicted 
saved. The foreknowledge of God in this 
verse is of a particular class of people: 
those who are foreordained to be con
formed to the image of Christ. 

In Romans 11.2 the apostle speaks of 
God foreknowing the Jewish nation. The 
point of the verse is not what God did (in 
foreknowing), but who they are. The point 
here is that God foreknows only his people. 
God did reject the external Jew, (the 
Jewish nation a s such), but he did not 
reject his people who were foreknown
those who were true sons of Abraham: 
"that he might be the father of a./.l them 
that believe" (Rom. 4.11). The "all them 
that believe" were the "foreknown" of 
Romans 11.2. 

In I Peter 1.20 the apostle tells us that 
the Lord was known "before the founda
tion of the world." This means God knew 
Adam and Eve were going to sin. Before 
Adam and Eve sinned God had already 
foreknown that Christ would enter the 
world and die because of sin. God's grace 
and plan was established in eternity be
fore the foundation of the world because 

God foreknew that Adam and Eve would 
introduce sin into the world. 

Another Greek term translated "fore
knowledge" is "prognosis." This word has 
been a technical medical term from the 
time of Hippocrates. This word has to do 
with a close, in timate knowledge of some
thing; thus, speaking of advanced, exact 
knowledge. Acts 2.23 says that God de
livered up Christ "by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God." When 
the prophets of the Old Testament told 
of the suffering of Christ, what was the 
likelihood of a crucifixion? What was the 
possibility of the Messiah being delivered 
up by the Jews to the Gentiles for execu
tion? Did God's foreknowledge of this 
event cause the event? Of course not. 

"Prognosis" is also found in I P eter 
1.1, 2. The "elect" are sojourners "accord
ing to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father." Thus, it is a Bible fact: God 
foreknows. This is not a doctrine con
jured up in the minds of men. It is a 
fact that has existed from eternity. 

Foreknowledge and Man's Free Will 
Can the foreknowledge of God and 

man's free will exist together without 
contradicting one another? One false 
theory is: "If God knows everything be
forehand, then it is settled in eternity and 
cannot be altered. If this be true, there 
can be no room for free action." In re
gards to this theory there a re two facts 
we must accept as Bible truth: (1) God 
foreknows (I Peter 1.2); (2) Man has 
freedom to choose (Joshua 24.14, 15; I 
Kings 18.21; E zekiel 20 :39) . These two 
facts do not have to be harmonized in order 
to be true. We must accept these two f acts 
whether they can be harmonized or not. 
J ames D. Bales makes t he following 
statement in this regard: 

"It is true that in some cases we may 
have reason to accept two diffferent 
things as being both true, although we 
do not know how to harmonize these 
truths. In such a case we hold on to 
both truths and recognize that there is 
harmony between these truths whether 
we, in our l imited knowledge and 
understanding are aware of the way in 
which they ha1·monize." (THE BIBLI
CAL DOCTRINE OF GOD, p. 49) 

An objection to a doctrine does not make 
the doctrine untrue. Just because we may 
have an obj ection does not mean we can
not accept the truth. Some people have 
objections to wate r baptism, but their 
objections do not make water baptism in
valid. God can foreknow future events and 
men still be free to choose. God knows 
what the free a ctions of men will be and 
man is free to choose those actions. We 
must never deny God's infinite knowl
edge nor man's complete freedom to choose. 

Foreknowledge does not make things 
happen. God knows what will happen be
cause they are going to happen as a result 
of man's free deter mination. His knowl
edge of what will happen will not cause 
the event. God limiting his kowledge will 
not influence man's decision one way or 
another. Nor if God uses his total fore
knowledge will he diminish man's right to 
choose. God's foreknowledge necessitated 
Adam's sin ?-In no way! If God's fore-

( Continued on page 11) 
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The Preacher and His Money (2) 
GLEN CROWE 

I am sure that most preachers can quoteof the elders, and the deacons do the work 
1 Cor. 9:7-19. This passage of scripture of deacons. 
tells us that a preacher may either work Not long ago, a preacher told me that he 
and supp~rt himself, or the church can had dedicated himself to working with a 
support hn~. There is one thing that we small church and living on as little as he 
need to realize, and that is we are preach- could. I told him that sacrifice for the 
ers and h~w we make a living does not sake of sacrifice is foolish. How can one 
have a thmg to do with preaching. Too think that God would be more pleased with 
often we have tied preaching and support this man preaching to 60 people and living 
together, and when a man is supported by on $160.00 a week, when he could be 
the church we call him "A full time preaching to 600 people and making 
P~eacher." If a man works and supports $600.00 per week? I realize that small 
himeslf, then we call him "A Part Time churches need preachers, and I am not 
Preacher," then we have the nerve to tell suggesting to anyone that they avoid 
others that we speak where the Bible small churches, but if you locate with a 
~pe~s, and we are silent where the Bible small church, make arrangements for 
1~ silent. Paul worked at secular work for enough support for you and your family. 
h~s support. Almost every preacher that You can either raise outside support, or 
history remembers did not depend on the you can get a job and go to work. 
church .for support, but earned a living in Many people think that God is more 
s?me kind of secular work and gave their pleased with them if they sacrifice. We 
t1me to preaching the Word of God. have been told over and over again that 

When I decided that I no longer wanted you are more righteous if you sacrifice 
the church tt> support me and started and do without, but sacrifice just for the 
doing secular work, 1 had many people sake of sac~ffce is not?i!lg but foolish
to ask me why I quit preaching 1 have not ness. I am wzlbng to sacnf1ce for God any
quit preaching. I have a 30 m.inute radio time that I need to, but if I don't have to, 
program on Sunday morning I teach two then God does not expect me to. There is 
classes and preach two se~ons every also a lot of difference between sacrificing 
Sunday, I preach somewhere almost every for God and sacrificing for some 
We~t, and 1 preach about 18 brethren who could, but will not support 
meetings a year. I doas much preaching you. There are some men who can better 
as I ever did, I do a lot more good and 1 serve by working at a secular job for their 
support myself. There are many pr~achers support, an~ there are some who can best 
who would be a lot happier, have a more serve. by bemg supported by the church. 
contented family and do a lot more good One 1s not better than the other, and one 
if they would g~t a job and go to work is not more dedicated than the other. 
for their support. Rather than trying to fit into a certain 
. The church can support a preacher, but mold, each needs to decide where he can 
m such a case, he is not an employee of best scerve God. 
t~e ch~rc~. One would have a very hard 
t1me fmdmg anything in the Bible about 
churche~ hiring and firing preachers. If a 
man desires to spend all of his time doing 
the work of a preacher, then the church 
s?ould and can support him. However, I 
fmd that most "full time" preachers are 
not "full time" preachers at all. Most are 
pa~rs. Thy spend most of their time 
domg the work that elders are supposed 
to do. It is expected today that the preach
er visit the hospital, check on the weak 
and unfaithful members, put out a bulle
tin, work with the youth, and serve in 
general as the administrator of the church. 
Most pre~chers will deny that they are a 
pastor, but in truth that is just what they 
are. It is a fact that in the church today 
most preachers do the work of the elders 
elders do the work of the deacons and th~ 
deacons do nothing except have th~ir name 
on the bulletin. No wonder the church has 
not grown. 

The preacher has got to study. Most of 
us have to spend 8 to 10 hours in study to 
preach a 30 minute sermon that is worth 
listening to. Every where you turn, there 
are people who do not know the truth and 
are willing to study with you. Preachers 
are to preach, in the school house, on the 
street, in the newspaper, on the radio, and 
from house to house. Do the work of a 
preacher and let the elders do the work 

Budgets 
If you began to build a house, you would 

first have a set of plans drawn up. No 
one would just start nailing boards ·to
gether, because there is no telling what 
would come out. Before you can spend 
your money wisely, you must first have 
a set of plans, and that is called a bu~get. 
Have you ever started out the first of the 
week with $20.00 or $30.00 in your pocket, 
and by the end of the week it be gone, and 
you do not know what happened to it? A 
budget will prevent this. If you do not 
have a budget, it will be very hard for 
you to control your spending. For most of 
us a good budget would help us more than 
a good pay raise. 

A budget should be to us materially 
what our Bible is spiritually. That is, we 
speak where the budget speaks and re
main silent where the budget is silent. 
Make a commitment that you will stick to 
your budget, and if you have $70.00 per 
week in the budget for groceries, do not 

. spend any more than that. If you have 
$20.00 per week for gas, and on Friday 
you run out, then park your car and walk 
the rest of the week. A budget will be of 
value to you only if you are committed 
to it. 

The budget should be a family affair. 
Bring all of the family into it, and not 
only will the children understand where 

the money comes from and how it is spent, 
it will also help them to learn how to 
manage and can solve many problems for 
them years later. 

Your buying habits are very important. 
You do not save money by buying cheap 
merchandise, however, you can save a lot 
of money by avoiding brand name prod
ucts. In the grocery store, you can buy 
the store's brand names, yet save as much 
as 16%. Never go to the grocery store 
when you are hungry, and always shop 
from a grocery list. There are several 
good books on buying habits, and most 
people would gain a great deal by getting 
some and reading them. Unless you have 
a surplus of money, just buy the items 
that you need. If it is not in the budget, 
leave it off. 

Loau and Interest 
Finance companies often advertise what 

they call a "consolidation loan.'' They 
suggest that you take all of your monthly 
payments and pay them off with a loan 
from their company, so you will have just 
one payment. This does sound good to 
most people. A person may reason that 
now he has payments that amount to 
$300.00. per month, and if he can get a 
loan and pay them all off and just have 
one payment a month of $100.00 that this 
really would be a burden off them. There 
are several things wrong with this. First, 
the interest rate is very high. A loan for 
36 months at 14% interest is close to 86% 
interest. You pay 14% on the total loan 
for 86 months. So if you borrow $3t000.00 
for 86 months, you increase your debt by 
one-third. Second, in most cases you will 
turn around and go in debt for something 
else and . in a few months your payments 
will be back to $300.00 per month, and 
now you have the one big payment. It 
took me a long time to realize that one 
cannot borrow himself out of debt. 

Sometimes it is necessary to borrow 
money, so where do you borrow it? Never 
should you borrow money from a member 
of the church where you preach. It will 
very likely cause you trouble on down the 
road. Never should you borrow money 
from a finance company. The interest 
rates are very high, and that friendly 
finance company can become the unfriend
ly finance company once you get in debt 
with them. There may be some, but I have 
never found a good finance company. 

The best place to borrow money is from 
your life insurance policy. If you have 
whole life insurance that is more than 2 
or 3 years old, then it has cash or loan 
value. T·his can be borrowed from 6% 
interest on older policies to 7% or 8% on 
newer policies. You are free to pay it 
back any way that you want to, hOwever, 
in most cases, the interest mul$f be paid 
each year. The second place to -borrow 
money is the bank. Banks are in business 
to loan money, if you have a record of 
paying your bills on time, you , will not 
have difficulty borrowing money from 
them when you need it. 

I believe that Gospel preachers should 
be free from financial worry, and have 
some independence, and this is impossible 
if you are over your head in debt. There
fore, borrow money only when you have 
to. 
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Our Worldwide Mission 
In Matthew 28 and Mark 16 we find the 

greatest commission ever given to man. 
We are told to preach the gospel to every 
person in every nation. This command
ment will be in effect until the end of 
time. 

God's commandments are also promises. 
He does· not ask more than we can give or 
command more than we can do. We can 
preach the gospel to the whole creation. 

But it is not easy. It will cost us. The 
cross of Christ not only gives us a won
derful message to preach, it shows how we 
must get the job done-through personal 
sacrifice. Jesus died so that we could 
preach repentance and remission of sins 
to the wotld (Luke 24 :46-47). Many first
century Christians left houses, lands, 
loved ones, friends and country to share 
Christ with others. We too must be will
ing to make personal sacrifices-either 
to go or to send. 

God has given us a job to do. This job 
should have priority over other matters. 
Jesus did not die so that we could build 
church buildings, do benevolent work or 
give counseling service. He died so that 
we could preach the good news to the 
whole creation. Other things are impor
tant and need to be done, but they are 
secondary. Let us put first things first. 
We should not need to beg a brotherhood 
of Christians to support world evangel
ism! What can we do? 

Preachers 
We must preach on this subject. Preach

ers, we hold the key in our hands. We 

131LL RICHARDSON · 

can move congregations and individuals to 
action. We must preach the word about 
preaching the word. We are not going into 
all the world, because we are not convinc
ing God's people that we have to. 

Elders 
Elders must plan for mission work. 

Elders, you are in an important position 
of leadership. Congregations follow your 
lead. You plan the budget. Christians 
will give if you put the world in your 
planning. If you lack world vision the 
church God expects you to lead will also 
lack a true vision of world evangelism. 

Teachers 
Study missions. Check your curriculum. 

How much has been taught in your Bible 
classes during the past ten years that 
would motivate and educate Christians to 
carry out the great commission of our 
king? Insist that every teacher teach on 
this, even if it is necessary to prepare 
your own material. We have not taught 
the great scriptural doctrine of world 
evangelism. 

Parents 
Parents, what are you doing about this? 

Do you consider the mission field a place 
for other people's children and grand
children? How many parents really en
courage their children to go overseas to 
share Christ with the lost? This selfish
ness has probably cost the world a lot of 
potentially good missionaries. We should 
encourage our children to go, to sacrifice, 
to suffer and possibly to die for Christ. 

Should All Qualified Men Be Elders? CLYDE P. FINDLAY 

We ought to take a greater interest in 
our elders. We are commanded to KNOW 
them that are OVER us in the Lord. (I 
Th. 6:12). We are also to REMEMBER 
them that have the RULE OVER us, who 
have spoken unto us the Word and the 
issues of life. (Heb. 13.7). We are to 
OBEY them that RULE OVER us and to 
IMITATE their faith. We are to SUB
MIT to them, for they watch on behalf of 
our souls. (Heb. 13:17) 

The elders ought to take a greater inter
est in us. Paul tells the elders to take 
heed unto themselves and to the flock 
over the which the Holy Spirit had made 
them OVERSEERS, bishops or shep
herds, to FEED the Church of the Lord, 
to WATCH for evil influences both within 
and without the church. (Acts 20:28-29) 
Peter, as a fellow-elder as well as an 
apostle, charges elders not to be OVER
LOOKERS, to TEND the flock which is 
among them, not by constraint but will
ingly. Elders are not to be OVERLORDS, 
not Lording it over the flock but by being 
examples, not for filthy lucre's sake but 
of a ready mind, truly OVERSEERS. 
(I Pet. 6 :1-6) 

But how does the Holy Spirit make 
men overseers? Not every man can be an 
elder, but should not every QUALIFIED 
man in the congregation be an elder? Did 
any church ever have too many qualified 
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elders? The Bible does not tell any con
gregation, large or small, how many eld
ers they should have. An eldership is not 
a self-limited in size. Its size is not locked 
in by a precedent as to numbers. The 
problem is not how many elders shall we 
have? but How many men do we have 
who are qualified and should be recog
nized as such. Elders have been selected 
on account of financial or social stand
ing, or personal friendship to present eld
ers. If they are made by the Holy Spirit 
they cannot be a mistaken choice. An 
eldership must not be a self-perpetuating 
group. There seem to be three steps for 
any kind of officebearers, as they call 
them in Britain. In the natural order 
there must be a nomination, a selection 
and an appointment, or announcement. 

There must first be a NOMINATION. 
This is not made by the elders or the 
congregation. The Holy Spirit makes eld
ers like he does everything else; through 
the Word, that is to say, the Bible. The 
Holy Spirit nominates them by describing 
their qualifications. No one else is nomi
nated. (I Tim 3:8-13, Tit. 1 :6-11). Next 
comes The SELECTION of elders. Some 
method will be used. The Apostles did not 
select them. No method is given in the 
Bible for the selection of elders. We will 
either use a method of our origination or 

(Continued on page 12) 

Missionaries 
We too are to blame for our failure t;O 1 

get the whole church involved in missions. 
We have not communicated well. We have 
made mistakes which we need to admit 
and try to correct. But, brethren, most of 
us who have been closely tied to mission
ary work are aware of our shortcomings 
and are really anxious to find solutions to 
the many problems. We cannot withdraw 
from missionary efforts because mistakes 
have been made. Let us learn and im-
prove. 

A Team Effort 
We are all in this together. It is a 

team effort. Those who go are no more 
important than those who send. There 
must be no rivalry, no comeptition, no 
ill-will. We need each other. By pulling 
together in love we can accomplish great 
things. Jesus said : "I will be with you." 
With that promise in mind let us go into 
all the world with his wonderful message. 
Box 430, Jay, Oklahoma 74346 

"An Effectual Doer" 
TROY SINGLETON 

Brother James must have been a mem
ber of the Church of Christ. He just seems 
to speak from typical experience as he 
covers practically the whole spectrum of 
any ordinary congregation's works. In 
1:27 "visitation;" in 2:2ff ... "the assem
bly;" in 3:1ff "teaching;" in 4:1-5:18 
"fellowship" and in 6 :19f "evangelism." 
Consequently I think we do well to preach 
this as the epistle of obedience. 

But James was also very untypical of 
modern "Church Workers" in a distinctive 
way. He found joy in hard work (1 :2ff), 
fulfillment in service (2 :8), wisdom in 
gentleness (3 :13), strength in submission 
(4:6ff) and patience in waiting (6:7ff). 
He doesn't have the neurosis many of us 
are plagued with in all of our busyness. 
In fact, the man seems to be growing 
stronger in his "well doing'' instead of 
weary I What we are dealing with is a 
peculiar attitude: an effective doer who 
is blessed by what he does, not burdened. 
What do you suppose makes the differ
ence? 

A short study on Jas. 1:26 might help 
us here. The Greek word for "doer'' car
ries with it the idea of feelings and 
thoughts finding their expression in our 
actions and deeds. It is a word used to 

. describe artistic excellence and beauty, 
not slave-like obedience and duty. It is 
translated "Poet" in Acts 17 :28. We are 
indeed created for works but never forget 
created in a creative image. Christianity 
is designed by God to become a glorious 
work of art which materializes only when 
an atmosphere of liberty exists. Legalism 
in the church is not what Jas. 1:25 is 
about. This doer is a dreamer in search 
of works which will best express love for 
the One who stretched out this canvas 
called life. 

Kind of sheds new meaning on the 
prhase "what must I do" . . . don't you 
think? Got any good ideas about the 
work where you worship? 
2706 E. 51st St, Tulsa, Ok 74105 
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A New Thrust in Christian Broadcasting 
BILLY G. BRANT 

In the past twenty years the world's population has increased 
dramatically and sadly, most of those people have not heard the 
Gospel. Despite the many efforts by our missionaries in num
erous foreign countries, the words of Jesus reach only a small 
percent of the globe. 

In an attempt to reach more, many of our missionaries are 
using the mass media. Newspaper ads, tracts, radio and tele
vision programs are being utilized to reach out to thousands who 
need to hear the Gospel. However a vast majority of these 
efforts are limited in their access because of various govern
mental regulations. 

However, there is a new endeavor that will prove very ad
vantageous in spreading the Gospel. It is an ambitious under
taking with a truly awesome potential. That undertaking is 
being conducted by the World Christian Broadcasting Corpora
tion (W.C.B.C.). In 1976, WCBC was incorporated l.mder a 
board of directors, all of whom are faithful members of the 
Church. The corporation's purpose is to establish short wave 
broadcasting stations in select areas of the world. At present, 
three stations are planned with a combined broadcast range 
that will cover the majority of the world. 

In other countries, short wave broadcasting is much more 
important a means of information than in the United States. 
It is estimated that approximately 200 million people all 
around the world listen to short wave broadcasts on a daily 
basis. Ironically countries, including the United States, spend 
millions of dollars each year using short wave broadcasts for 
propaganda purposes. Obviously, if people were not listening 
then these countries would not waste their money. The audience 
definitely is there waiting for the message. 

The site of the first WCBC station has been chosen. It will be 
located at Anchor Point, Alaska, on the Kenai Peninsula which 
is about 126 miles south of Anchorage. From this 71 acre site 
the station will be able to cover most of Asia and Eastern 
Europe, the countries of China, part of Russia, Japan, the 
Philippines and Australia. Many people in diverse areas will be 
able to hear the Gospel ••. many of them for the first time. 

This first station will cost an estimated 1.6 million to con
struct, staff and operate. Before the station can be licensed 
by the U.S. Federal Communications Commission, this money 
must be in hand or in secured pledges. The need is great and 
urgent. 

WCBC, composed of faithful Christians interested in evan
gelizing the world, has worked steadily for the transformation 
of this dream into a reality. Yet they need help. 

To illustrate the impact that this endeavor has made upon 
Christians, I want to tell you what happened on the campus of 
Harding University in February, 1981. Jimmy Allen, noted 
preacher and writer, presented a chapel program to the entire 
student body concerning the hopes and potential of WCBC. Be
cause of that presentation, the Student Association of the Uni
versity began a project under the direction of E. C. Umberger, 
senior Mass Communications major. The Student Association 

prepared audio cassettes with .Allen's chapel speech and an 
appropriate introduction to be used as "touch toools" to ac
quaint others with the WCBC project and to emphasize the 
importance of this project. The cassettes were sold for one dollar 
each (the cost of the tape) to the students and faculty of 
Harding so that they could in tum send them to others. During 
the third week of February, which was called "Share Wavea" 
week, Robert E. Scott, the Preident of WCBC was invited to 
speak before the student body. Dr. Scott requested that a thou
sand of the tapes be sent to Abilene Christian University for the 
annual ACU Lectureship. 

The combined effort resulted in well over two thousand tapea 
being sold, but more importantly, two thousand more people 
were touched by the "touch tool." The students of Harding Uni
versity were the first group of college students to really begin 
spreading the message about what ~n be done through the 
WCBC facilities. 

The fields of the world are ready. tor the plan~ing of the 
Gospel. WCBC and our missionaries can and I am confident will 
do that planting. It must be remembered that WCBC ·is not 
designed to take the place of missionaries, but rather to be an 
aid to them. It is hoped that because of WCBC, more mission
aries will be needed to further teach those that hunger for the 
words of our Lord. 

Many have already reat\ the words of Reuel Lemmons, editor 
of the Firm Foutula.tion, in his eommendation of this endeavor. 
Many will hear the words of Jimmy Allen and experience his 
enthusiasm for WCBC. 

But there is still much to be done and much more money to be 
raised. Your help is needed. For more information about WCBC 
and what you can do, write: 

Dr. Robert Scott, President 
World Christian Broadcasting Corporation 
Box8867 
Abilene, Texas 79604 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Bo:z: 610, Austin, Te:z:as '78'76'7 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST ENJOY CAMPING and AN "OLD TIME" GOSPEL MEETING 

NOLANVILLE, TEXAS ~eut 
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Both SUndays 

Bible Classes .. lO:OO a.m. 
Worship ..... .. . 10:45 a.m. 

BASKET LUNCH ON GROUNDS at 12:30 

DAILY PROGRAM 
+ STARTS ON MONDAY + 

7:00- 7:15a.m. Devotional 
9:00 -1 0:00 a .m. Bible School 

10:00 -11:00 a.m. Preachi ng 

2:oo _ 3:00 p.m. Guest Speaker 
4:00 - 6:0D p.m . Rec reation 

8: 00 - 9:00 p.m. Preachi ng 
9:1 5 - til ' p.m. Choral Singing 

i< 
You. and. YoWL FamU.y Alr.e Invlied 

to Camp 6olr. 10 Va.ytJ and 
He.aJL the GotJpel P1r.eac.hed Vail.y 

cft..ttUng .th..<.6 9 6.th. 

Noi.anville "Camp Mee;ti.n.g" • • • 

Electricity, Sanitary Restrooms 
and Bath House help make for 
Comfortable Camping ... 

FACILITIES FOR RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES 

FOR MORE INFORMATI ON WRITE: 

Charles K4iser or !1 . I. Taylor 
Church of Christ Northside Church of Chris t 
Nolanville, TX 76559 3401 North Jrd 

Temple , Texas 76501 



THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

(Continued from page 6) 
knowledge forced Adam to sin then God's 
punishment of Adam for the sin would be 
unjust. Who will be so rash and foolish 
as to back God into a corner and declare 
him unjust and unrighteous? I like what 
Roy H. Lanier, Sr. bas written about this 
subject: 

"So God can know that a man will obey 
the Lord, live a faithful life and die 
in the triumphs of a living faith, and 
go home to glory, without robbing that 
man of his choice, or freedom, to do 
either right or wrong. And God can 
know, from eternity, that a certain 
man will refuse to obey the Lord, refuse 
to live a Christian life, .die the death 
of the wicked, and suffer eternal de
struction from the presence of the Lord, 
without robbing that man of his right 
and freedom to choose his course of 
life." (THE TIMELESS TRINITY 
FOR THE CEASELESS CENTURIES, 
p.144) 

Prophecy 
It would be morally impossible for God 

to prophecy of any future event without 
foreknowledge. Isaiah prophesied : 

"That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd 
and shall perform a ll my pleasure, even 
saying of Jerusalem, She shall be built; 
and of the temple, Thy foundation shall 
be laid." (Isaiah 44.28) 

This prophecy was literally fulfilled (Ezra 
chapter one). The prophecy was made 200 
years before Cyrus even existed, and yet 
God called him by name ! What fool would 
say that God does not foreknow? Bible 

prophecy is the stone under which such 
heresy shall be crushed! 

God Does Not Know! 
When God visited Abraham on his way 

to Sodom and Gomorrah, is it a fact that 
he had to visit the cities to see if what 
he had heard was rea lly true? 

"I will go down now, and see whether 
they have done altogether according to 

the cry of it, which i s come unto me; 
and i f not, I will know." (Genesis 
18.21) 

The point was not that God did not 
know; the point was that his presence in 
Sodom manifested the horribleness of their 
sin and sealed their doom. God, in fact, 
did not go to Sod om, Genesis 19.1. We 
learn in these verses that God's wrath is 
never harsh or excessive. The destruction 
of the five cities of the plain was a very 
extens ive judgment and the narrative 
shows that God .docs not view this sort of 
judgment lightly. Abraham knew Sodom 
was s lated for destruction and began to 
bargain with God for its salvation. Was 
Abraham of greater knowledge than GodT 
These verses simply point to God's willing
ness that "none should perish but that all 
should come to repentance." 

God's foreknowledge is not a repulsive 
theory, it is a Biblical fact! When the 
Bible states t he fact, it is no longer a 
theory. It is so sad to find those created 
in the image of God trying to drag God 
down to their "image" of God. God is in
finite. He possesses complete foreknowl
edge a nd that is no theory, my friend, it 
is a fact. May God be glorified. 

2417 Green Acres, Quincy, II. 62301 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will train for 2 years 
with view toward preaching. 

NO TUITION - LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL- ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Benefits 
Non-Discriminatory 

CONSERVATIVE - SOUND FACULTY 
B. C. Carr, Director 

Business Phone 813-683-4043 
Home Phone 813-688-5949 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEMI 

lac taT:;:, ~::;~:,.::~~~'t'r.,~':~~~~~~~ ~~~~~tl~~ 
halp your low.d onoa - aa I hey ha•o helped wllh • the 
oplrllual and phyolcal nH<Ia of lhOUundo of othero durlna 
the put four yoaro. Thlo aorvlco to lrMI 

S.n<llholr nome, complolo addrau, phone •nd mllllary 
lnall.11atlon, It known, along with your name and addrHa 
to: 

AMEN 
~ CHURCH OF CHRIST e WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~ Woat Monroe, loutolana 712111 
~ 320t No<tn s. .. nlh SlrMt 

American Mililary EvanseiWns Nation• 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CAll TOll FREE 

.,. SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. ""4. l30X 1308 · • JACI<SONVILLE TX 75766 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

Nationa l 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texa5 78767 
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SHOULD ALL QUALIFIED 
MEN BE ELDERS? 

(Continued from page 8) 

we can use a resemblance in the Bible, 
such as the seslection of deacons in Acts 
6:1-7. There the ·multitude was directed 
look out among themselves men who could 
be appointed over this business. The re
r equirements there do not conflict with the 
requirements seen in I Tim. 3. We do not 
know what orderly method they used but 
they were turned over to the apostles for 
their APPOINTMENT as a basis of un
derstanding and approvaL In the per sonal 
absence of the apostles today, the most 
likely person to announce this would be an 
elder or a n evangelist. Thus by follow
ing the inspired word of the apostle it can 
be said that the elders were made by the 
Holy Spirit. 

In the inspired lists of requirements, 
showing those nominated by the Holy 
Spirit can be grouped as to family, ability 
and humility. Some of the requirements 
may be easily identified. Questions may 
be answered simply "yes'' or "no.'' Is he 
a married man? Does he have believing 
children? On the other hand there are 

qualifications that are r elative. For exam
ple How hospitable is he? How apt in 
teaching?, etc. Since perfections are not 
to be found in such qualifications we can 
approve if the virtues mentioned are 
really recognizable in the man. Questions 
about requirements, · if positive can be 
answered "yes" or "no." If r elative and 
recognizable the question may be asked 
"How much?" While no man can be con
scripted against his will to become an 
elder, it is not stated that desire for the 
office is a qualification. If he desireth the 
OFFICE he desireth a good WORK. (I 
Cor. 12 :20) All Christians are office-hold
ers, or as they say in Britain, office
bearers. 

These are the days when we hear so 
much about the shortage of preachers. 
Much of this demand is because of the 
shortage of elders, and the preachers are 
doing elder!! work. Is our problem to "fill 
up" the eldership or to remember that 
many qualified men are being overlooked, 
who would be glad to serve? Let every 
qualified man be an elder made by the 
Holy Spirit! 

4215 Apollo, Houston, Texas 77018 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535·1801-817/429-1403 

-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·--·-·-·-· 

Recordex 145 
No. 145 
Regula r $589. 
S PECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $440.00 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 345 
Regular $1.795. 
S PECIAL BELOW 
MA NF. COST $1,195 

~ ........................................................ -~~=~~~::. ~~.s •••••••• • •••••••••••••••• 
(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 

__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
_ _ 60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
__ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J . P. Kt:lly. 324 West Park Avenue 
Greenfi eld. IN 46140 · 317·462·3648 

Name 

DCheck OMoney Order card • Address 
O Visa OMastercard exp. date 

----

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~ts City. State. Zip FF 
~ . -· . - . - . - . ~ . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - .. 
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COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton---<JII carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

emplo~ees 
Of: 

cbr:.n:z.cbes OJ= cbr:z.rst: 
fnsc.n:z.ance gr:z.oap 

.~ .. 

.~:. • 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT ...... -$250,000.00 

•IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT. .80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . . . . .. . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) .. ... . $94.79 
(Under Age 55} 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly} . . . . . . $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713·376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 21, 1981 



THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

Easy access to A// Books-saving time in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 
add 7.50 postage & handling 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 
add 5.00 postage & handling 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 
add 6.00 postage & handling 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes. 1 Album No. 1004 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

$189.50 

$ 69.50 

$159.95 

$ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in English (KJV) at $3.95 each 
add 1.00 postage & handling tor orders under 10.00, 
add 10 % for orders over 10.00 

• SPANISH 

TH E NEW TESTAMENT 
Spanish, Reina-Valora, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNOATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number Price 

$49.95 

SHIP TO: 
Total $ ___ _ 

Name ________________________________ ___ 

Add res~--------------------------------------

City _______________ state ___ _ _L.ip·--------
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STEWART CAMPAIGN IN 
AUSTRALIA RESULTS IN 

24 BAPTISMS 
There were 24 souls saved during the 

Research Campaign in Adalade, Aus
tralia, according to Ivan Stewart, di
rector of the campaign. 

This effort was a special "research" 
effort to develop new procedures to help 
the Bible School to be evangelistic. The 
first such campaign in 1979 resulted in 
the perfection of 12 such procedures, and 
this year ten new ones were added and 
tested. 

Seven years of research have gone into 
the effort to make Bible Schools more 
evangelistic, and now Stewart is ready to 
develop a program from t he researched 
procedure-s to help the Bible School in the 
U.S. to become an evangelistic tool. He can 
be contacted at 2805 Tudor Rd., Oklahoma 
City, Ok. 73127. 

SOUL-WINNING AMONG INDO
CHINA REFUGEES PLANNED 

FOR MEMPHIS 
Under the sponsorship of the Wooddale 

church in Memphis, Tennessee, a program 
has been outlined through which a Lao 
preacher will be brought to Memphis to 
work among the Hmong, Lao and Cam
bodian refugees settled there. Brother 
Lorna Lorbier was converted in Laos in 
1974 by Ted Lingren, a missionary there. 
He escaped from Laos into Thailand, and 
finally made his way to the U.S., assisted 
by the Cardondale, Illinois church. He will 
work among the 2,000 refugees in Mem
phis. Ten congregations in the city have 
combined efforts to assist the W ooddale 
church in this work. 

T. W. Phillips, II, P.O. Box 67, Rose
mead, California: I begin my eighth year 
in a second t enure as minister of the 625 
East Dewey Church of Christ in San 
Gabriel with the services July 5th. During 
this second tenure the property on East 
Valley was sold and the building was 
moved to the present location at a cost 
with landscaping and parking of over 
$30,000. 

Though in hospital for some eighteen 
weeks on four occasions during 1980 I am 
now able to be back in the pulpit regularly 
and will speak at the Sunday morning as
sembly as I begin another year with the 
congregation. 

l\1EMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
Roy J. Hearn, Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for cata log 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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NATIONAL CAMPUS MINISTERS 
SEMINAR SCHEDULED AUGUST 

4-6 IN BOSTON 

The 24th National Campus Ministers' 
Seminar is scheduled for the Park Plaza 
Hotel in Boston, Massachusetts, according 
to the elders of the Lexington church 
under whose sponsorship this year's meet
ing will be held. 

Philip Slate, Marvin Phillips, Tom 
Jones, Richard Rogers, Sam Laing, 
Chuck Lucas and Kip McKean will be 
the featured speakers. They will be sup
ported by a teaching staff of 54 Campus 
ministers and college professors, including 

such as Mac Lynn, Jerry Hollis, Tom 
Huffman, Ron Brumley and Charles 
Mickey. 

Titles for all theme speeches and class 
studies have been taken from the book 
of John, and center around the theme, 
"That they may all be one." Further de
tails may be obtained by contacting the 
Lexington church, Box 144, Lexington, 
Mass. 02173. 

J. B. Goode, Little Rock, Arkansas : I 
am now in the sixth year at the Southwest 
Church. We have had a good work and 
look forward to a continued work here. 

BROWN TRAIL SI:HOOL OF PRElli:HING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Practical Training 
• "What" and "How" To Preach 

• Two Year Full Time Course 
• VA Approved 
• No Tuition 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives 

• Comprehensive Curricu lum 
• Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For In/ormation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAI L SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617·262-3911 

K& 
Can you allord "to build? 
Many congregations are discovering ho w to 
finance new building programs ... eve n in 
these times. 
Church financing is our business. Write or call us 
for free information. 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

uTbe Cornerstone of Charc::b Flnanclns" 

0 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years- $28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 21, 198i 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertia~Da' ln this section 11.50 per Uno. Dealped espedalb' to accommodate c:oqnptiou 

adnrtislq mectlq placa, preachers seekiDir work or con~tiona aeddDc preacben.. Also ether 
~~oc:c:eptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-l'eruonal EvaDgeliam-MiBSiona 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"'approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard 1\1. Gray-Director 

l (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEIDN, TBXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 s. Trim· 
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
684-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80U8 
LAKEWOOD ORUBOB OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Paul W. Hall, Evan. 
OKINAWA., .JA.PA.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Oklna wa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chrlet, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lnin~r SL, corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & hiatoric N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628·0636. Wol'Bhip with ua-Enjo7 a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OBA.THA.M, N • .r-. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd,. 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635·6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NOROBA.GB CRtJII.CR OF 
OBIUST, 2100 De Barr Rd. wm contact 
l'l!latlves or frfenda in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchora~re, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-i584 or 844-6719. 

BA.Y A.aBA. SCHOOL OF PRBA.CIIING 
11800 DubiiD aoall 

Pleuazatoa. CaUfonaJa Nr588 
.Tamos W. For~ruson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence M&7, 
Church of Christ. 4847 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, · 16665 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seatth?t Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to me Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We wlll contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Street. 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00P.M. 
Mhtlatenz Low1s Frlab7, 714·622·2586: 

-----:o::P:::a:::u:::l:-:::B~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangellat 
BREWER, MAINB-241 Center st., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunda7 claaaes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888, Vfsiton Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR .AREA. 
£V A.NSVIJ,LB, IND., Z205 B. IIOI'Jfllll A. 'Ye,. 
u.s. 480 But Oppo•lte K-llart. Ofllao 47'1'· 
52'11. BobbJ" Wade, BID. 4'18-40G8. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-VaUq Claurela of 
Ohl'l•t. Come visit us. Phone 114-819-1010. 
YUMA, A.RIZ., 051 W. 28tla St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P • .Tolly, Min. 796-2811. 
"Preacher wanted: Church of Christ, Eldorado, OK. 
Residence, utilities, salary approx. $280.{wk. Prefer 
middle-aged man with children in schoo • Call Tom 
Bennett 406/633-2686." 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA T 

Worship with the 
Chul'ch of Christ in Hollywood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday worship 11 A.M. 
Wednesday 7:30P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 463-6352 

1% miles uouth of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for tho 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting application• and 
Interviews far houseparenta, christiana who are 
Interested in the rearing of bo7a and girls in a 
christian way. Men should pouesa skills in mainte
nance or iriterests in agricultural arena. Campua 
beautifications and related works. If there are thoae 
In your congregation who deaire thla work. Pleaae 
ask them to contact Demp&eJ' Simpaon at 51Z.58i· 
7725 (day) or 612-689·2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texaa, 78056. 
"EM.t'LOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bersman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3667." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGJIT, WB7Do Stepbena, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan PJ'Oir11UD. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene. Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Mi88. congregation, located near the :Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking lon~r-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salaey and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 In growing com· 
munity of over 12,000 people. If Interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcreat Dr., Picayune, MiBS. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Geo?ia 31702. 
'72 48 passenger Chevrolet painted .Toy Bus colon. 
$1260 if interested contact Cecil Lanning 918-667-
2127 or Box 41, Talihina. Okla. 74671. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
llCruonal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (606) 266-6!=8.;.;76;.::._-:'0'_ 
"'A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houaeparenta to six children in a residential 
aettng at South-Central Christian Children'• Home, 
2420 Highway 62, .Jeffersonville, Indiana 47180. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap. 
plication, please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 
282-1047." 
PREACHER WANTED. Prefer an older experienced 
man. Salary negotiable. Send resume. The church 
owns ita own building and self-supporting, Contact 
Oral Morgan, 620 Cheater St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Phone (515) 684-6671. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Lake Merced Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. is looking for a full· 
time minister. Congregation of approximateb 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
36 to 65 years of age. No eldel'B at present time. 
Salar7 open. Please contact .Tamee Nichola (415) 
589-2307 or Homer Bradford (416) 384-4676. 

..WHEN TODAY MEANS PAIN" 
It's so difficult sometimes to even get out of bed 
knowing that today means pain. For a free COPJ' of 
the helpful study. WHEN TODAY MEANS PAIN, 
send a long SASE (36¢) to Caring F-4, Box 1816, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT. Milo Bentl07, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 6417, HWY 69 1-602·772·9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812, 
"Wanted: Associate minister for congregation of 
375. Primary areas: Education, Personal Work and 
Youth. Prefer man under 36 years. Call daytime 
918/341-0531 or evenings 918/841-6802. Please send 
resume to Church of Christ, 819 Blue Starr Dr., 
Claremore, OK 7 4017." 
"Preacher available August 15. Experienced and 
aggressive. Sound background In education and 
therapy.· Write Will Moyers, 4600 Rutland, Fort 
Worth, TX 76133 or call 817/927·7416." 

FOR SALE 
Da Lite 18' x 20' elee. projection screen. Ceiling or 
wall mount. Excellent condition $760. L70n Yocum 
(214) 241-0800, 245-6960. 
Experienced Preacher, aged 34. Seeks to preach 
Christ crucified among those who trust Him. Wa70e 
McDaniel, 602-869-7738. 
Preacher Available: Experienced, Mature preacher 
wants to relocate by .Tan. 1. Age 52. Resume and 
taped sermon on request. Contact: George Brown!ng, 
Box 48. Spring Dale, WV. 26986 or Call: Area Code 
304-438-8606. 

Earn $5,000-$80,000 part-time, Preachers. teachers, 
men and women with leadership abilities. Religious 
publications rates top opportunity for ministers. No 
retail sales. Retirement (regardless of age) group 
Insurance, car, paid travel and tax benefits. Will 
Interview In TX, OK, AR, LA & TN Jul7 2-11. Call 
the Phillips Group 206-272-7166 or 405-462-6802 or 
write 628 Lawndale Lane. Montsomery, AL 86109. 

IKVIDITIG.&.'I'IDI Tile n..a ll'o-datloa 
tltea to ._._ acl-...a.&a•, -• will aot 
lalowla .. F take •u•ttoaa•le ad-.ertldaa. 
Bat It S. tile nacle-'• nt~»oa .. •IUtF to Ia• 
Yatlpte. Like -F otllu ... per, we ••e
tlaea mawlttlq)T .,.. - -woftJIF ... 
All t•e oa• .,..... ..-, INifoN yoa aa.....n. .. ~...._ .... 

John B. Banister, 6119 Woodcrest Lane, 
Dallas, Texas 75214: In recent weeks, I've 
held gospel meetings at Mineola, Texas 
with Less Peters (no responses); Mur
freesboro, Arkansas with John Cannon Sr 
(eight baptisms); South Paris, Maine 
with Bill Howell (one restored) ; Danbury, 
Conn. with David Tarbet with three re
stored. New England churches are gTt,W
ing and spreading the gospel. In June I'm 
to be in meetings at Laguna Park (7-10) ; 
San Saba (21-25) and Lake Tawakoni 
(28-July 1st) all in Texas. 

SOUL WINNER SCHOOL 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evans• 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUinON. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in Mar underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564. Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947·5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becam.e easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized rhe value of having a concor
dance tO the Bible they're using. Wi th 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easily be located. 1ow users of the 
New lnre rnario nal Version Bible , 
America's leading new rranslation, can 
enjoy rhe full d imension of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The Nl\1 
Complere Concordance is here! 

Here is how T/1e Nl\1 Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
srudy: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with ease. 

• A quarter of a mill ion references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NIV Bible. 

• All words arc cross-referenced tO 

every spelling variation and variant 
form . 

• Words selected are listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the NlV listed in irs 
biblical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and rides of God is 
given with its context. 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
NlV spelling and helps you avoid 
having to think of ·the word 's dic
tionary form. 

You can usc it faster than most o ther 
concordances! 

• No phrases are given as separate 
entries. (Example: All entries are 
listed under "hean " no t bro ke n 
down into ''pure heart" or "your 
heart", etc. ) A real rime saver as you 
do nor have to go through many 
separate lists to find the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layou t speed s location of 
desired verse because the first and 
last words of each page are listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
ence. Plus the type is clea r and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

With all these benefits it's easy to see 
how with The NIV Complere Concor
dance you'll be locating verses faster. .. 
enjoying topical and word studies as 
never before. 

The NIVComplete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International \ersion Bible. 

by Edward W Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 
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Send your order in NOW ... 
Firm Foundation Publishing HousP. 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of The N IV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
I01o postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax. ) 

~am~--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address _____________________________ __________ _ 

City ___ _______ ________ _vtat.~-------Zip _______ _ 
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THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC hold its 16th session 
at Honsel Youth Camp. near Austin in June. Scenes include: Paul Epps 
instructing a young futuro loader in the church. Holland Boring, Sr., 
Director of tho School teaching a class in Harmony. Attentive clus of 
eager learners, and a young man well on his way to leadership in the 
church. About 150 young people wore trained for service this yoM. This 
school is d oing much to turn singing around in the churches. 12 states wore 
represented in tho school this year. 

Austin, Texas, July 28, 1981 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

A Closer Loo~ at The Great Commission-Reoce .................. . . . 3 
Gospel Baptism and Justification by Faith-Fudge .............. ... . . 4 
Things I Have Learned-Marshal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . ... .. . 5 
Effective Communication Through tho Sermon- Johnson .....•.... . · . . 6 
Tho Preacher and Social Security (3)-Crowo . ............. . ..... .. .. 7 
A Philosophy for C hristians- Squire .. ........ . ... ... ... .. . .... . . .. . . 8 
Bored with Christianity-Sand ers .. . .. ... .. .... . . ...... .. . . .. .... . . . 8 
Deliverance, or Stronger Backs-Stogall . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . . . · · · · · 8 
Tho Charisma Factor: Preacher Selection in tho 1980's-Harvill . .. .. .. . . 9 



GJiloria/ 

How Much Revolution Can We Stand? 

The church, like the country it is in, is undergoing 
a revolution. The. 80's will be a decade of turmoil. When 
we make a decisive break with the past, as the church 
is now doing, there is grave danger of losing some 
things that r elate to the deepest and most profound 
values of human life and spiritual integrity. 

We are struggling today to come up with a coherent 
set of answers to the questions the NOW generation 
is asking. Friction is developing between those who 
want it like it was, and those who want it like it is un
doubtedly going to be. It is not an easy j ob to apply 
eternal verities to the existential situations that con
front us. But apply them we must. 

We have experienced a cultural revolution in this 
country that embraces the entire spectrum of human 
life. The Great Society of the early 70's has caused us 
to re-examine the inner chambers of our hearts. The 
good news is that we are turning from form to sub
stance, f r om plan to purpose. Life is viewed more in the 
light of being and less in the light of complying. Our 
educational system-in the church and in the secular 
world-is shif ting emphases. In the church there is 
more emphasis on the quality of life. 

The bad news is that we are losing hold on some 
eternal values and principles that could destroy us. In
stead of being "for others" we are becoming more and 
more "for self." Witness the avalanche of books on self
improvement, self-image and self-help. The work
centered attitude that built the empire is giving way to 
how-to-get-by-without-work. In the church we ar e turn
ing from self-involvement to paying someone to do it 
for us. These new attitudes discard the very attributes 
and rules of personal behavior that built the church. It 
is becoming a worshiping society, or even a social club 
with a religious flavor. Other r eligious groups have 
long since gone that way and we are going fast. 

Instead of being a people steeped in self-sacrifice and 
self-denial, we have become a people that will deny our
selves nothing. Atomic bombs are not the most risky 
things in the world. The most risky thing is what we are 
doing with our lives and to t he church. It is difficult for 
one in a local congregation, who seldom goes among 
other congregations, to grasp t he almost universal 
poverty of spirit that is developing. 

When we begin to substitute membership in a church 
for the making of the r ight life choices, and the de
velopment of a spiritual culture akin to Jesus, we set a 
course toward oblivion. It matters little how orthodox 
we are if we neglect the attributes of godly fear and 

2 [466] 

human community. We can always stand any change 
that works in the end a more exceeding weight of glory, 
but we can ill afford the dry rot of stagnated souls. 
Any revolution that helps us on toward gr eater Chri st
likeness is wholesome, but if revolution simply provides 
life support for a vegetated corpse, then why not discon
nect t he support system? 

We can stand considerable "renewal," which is revo
lution under a different flag . The hundreds of congre
gations which the researchers tell us have died entirely 
testif y to the need of it. Our only consolation, in the 
midst of the tumult of the decade, is the conviction that 
something vital and healthy is struggling to be born. 
When we read the wild and unsupported charges ban
tered about so f reely in regard to every progressive 
and productive idea, we would despair were it not for 
the conviction that the ideas will outl ive the cr it ics. 

Turbulent times test the metal of the old ship of Zion. 
Flawed and faulty boats will break up or sink. Autoc
racy at the helm will wreck some congregations. Wrong
headed experimentation will lose some in the fog. But 
despite our collision with crisis, God has a way of 
saving a remnant. It has ever been so. It shall forever 
be. The gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Despite 
all our warts, a people inspired with restor ing New 
Testament Christianity in the world cannot be denied. 
Their God fights their battles. 

And so we say : "Apostasy- No! Revolution :-Yes!" 
That's what "renewal" is. There is something about 
the 80's that stimulates us to believe that perhaps the 
best is yet to come. You have to take big risks to make 
great gains sometimes. The gains of the first century 
were made at the price of risks greater than t hose taken 
in any other century. A church that ventures is a 
church that gains. There must be better ways of doing 
things. They will be found by t hose who search for 
them. Searchers can expect to feel the critic's scorn, but 
they will be going places and doing things while the 
cr itics sit and hurl their bans. 

J esus was a revolutionary against a world sunk in 
sin. A church could hardly claim to be his which did not 
dare to challenge t he status quo. 
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A Closer Look at the Great Commission 
JACK, REECE 

You've read it hundreds of times ! It's probably one of the 
choice scriptures underlined in your Bible. Scores have taken the 
time to memorize it, and can quote it without a bobble. But have 
we comprehended the message Jesus sought to convey, when he 
said : "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of 
the age" (M t. 28: 18-20) . 

Contained within this scripture is a powerful concept. A con
cept which the New Testament church understood and utilized 
in evangelizing the world. But it is also a concept that has ap
parently been misunders tood. Our shallow perception of the 
Great Commission often appears to be: baptize as many people 
as you can; get as many people as possible to attend "church"; 
organize and implement a visitation or personal work program. 
Now these actions are good, but in my opinion reflect a frag
mentary understanding of the discipleship concept. 

To Whom Was the Commission Given? 

Obviously, the commission was given directly to the eleven, 
but let's first consider it in relation to Christ. God sent his son, 
Jesus, to save the world. And having all power and authority in 
heaven and on earth, J esus could have selected any method to 
accomplish his mission. But rather than majoring in methods 
his devotion was to men. 

Apparently Jesus knew that if men could be properly t rained, 
then a method would be found. So he selected a dozen men that 
they might be with him and that he might send them forth to 
preach. In Matthew 4:19 an invitation to be part of the "train
ing class" was extended: "Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men." In Matthew 28 :18-20 the "training class" was 
dismissed, when J esus in effect said, "now as you go make .dis
ciples out of others." Discipleship is that process which tran
spired between Matthew 4:19 and Matthew 28:20. 

The gospels reveal Jesus' concern for all people, but they 
also manifest Jesus' concerted efforts with a few. He had the 
twelve which he trained, but he also had the three-Peter, J a mes, 
and John. After Jesus physically departed from his disciples, 
it would be their responsibility to assume leadership. So Jesus 
left the world trained men, rather that a no-fault program or 
method. 

Secondly, Jet's consider the Great Commission relative to the 
eleven disciples. These men had been with J esus approximately 
three years. During this time the training class was never dis
missed. The Master taught his disciples faith, love, kindness, 
compassion, how to pray, salvation, essence of life, and etc. All 
of this teaching was directed toward a goal, i.e. building men 
who would eventually touch multitudes for the Lord. 

Just prior to J esus' ascension he dismisses "class" and tells 
his disciples to make disciples. How we1·e these men to tmde?·
stand the Great Commission in light of thei1· 1·clationship with 
Jesus? It is my contention the disciples understood Jesus to 
say, "you are basically to do the same with others as I have done 
with you." Their concept of discipleship was tailor ed by the .Lord. 
They knew what disciples were, because they were his disciples. 
Now, it would be their work to teach, baptize, and teach others 
in being followers of Jesus Christ. They weren't trying to win 
converts to themselves, but unto the Lord. As the apostle said , 
"be ye followers of me, even as I a lso am of Christ." 

The emphasis of the commission was trained men are to t?·ain 
others. Their quest wasn't to search for a mysterious, compli
cated, secretive program which would guarantee evangelistic 
success. There is no such program. If there had been, then God 
would have r evealed it in the Bible for he desires the salvation 

of all men. A method or program is only as effective as the par
ticipants. Trained men (disciples) are essential unto effective 
methods. Thus the Lord majors not in methods, but in men
disciples. 

The Emphasis of the Commission 

What is the focal point of the Great Commission? It may be 
to t he surprise of some to learn that the emphasis is not on the 
word "go." Yet we've heard it stressed over and over, God says 
to the sinner "come," and to the Christian "go." It is my under
standing due to the aorist participle in the text that "as you go" 
or "while you go" would be a better translation than "Go 
ye . . . "of the Authorized Version. 

If we continually place emphasis on "go," it is easy to create 
a distorted mental image of the commission. Can you imagine 
eleven men lined up as if they were ready to run a foot race? Can 
you see them in a racer's stance waiting to hear the Master 
say, "go"? Can you conceive of Jesus training men for t hree 
and one-half years just to say, "go"? No, you can't! Because 
the thrust of the commission is to make disciples as we go about 
our everyday life in this world. As Char les Sattcnfield wrote 
in an article printed in this publication, "the emphasis of the 
Great Commission is not to "go and do" rather it is to "do as we 
go." New Testament evangelism is not a special project or mis
sion but rather a part of our daily life. When we understand this 
truth, then we shall never be confronted with the problem of a 
Jack of prospects. 

How many of you have experienced the typical Tuesday night 
personal work meeting? It goes something like this, "Everybody 
be down at the church building Tuesday night at 7:00 because 
we're going to evangelize (the comunity I presume)." Well, 
Tuesday night comes and half a dozen member s show up. Feeble 
efforts are exerted to compile a prospects list. And then it is 
time for the visitation cards to be distributed. The six members 
adjourn themselves with prayer and off they go to make their 
visits . Unfortunately luck wasn't with them because none of 
their prospects were a t home. Thus ends another discouraging 
personal work meeting. 

Brethren, we had just as well gather down at the church build
ing to catch lightning bugs. No wonder people get discouraged 
because they can't find a prospect. Why should we meet for a 
prospect round-up on Tuesday night, when we've been with the 
prospects all day and week long? As you rub shoulders with 
people t hroughout the day, you should strive to make disciples 
for Jesus. It may be in the market, on the ball field, or across 
the back fence. Just open your eyes for the field is white with 
prospects. 

The emphasis of the Great Commission is a process. As you 
live your Christian life teach someone the gospel of Christ, 
baptize him into the body, and continue to train, nurture and in
struct the babe in Christ to do the same. This process is ac
complished by someone and not something. 

The apostle Paul manifests his understanding of the disciple
ship concept in 2 T imothy 2:2: "And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to teach others." Observe the four par
ties involved in this verse: Paul, Timothy, reliable men, and 
others. The early church also recognized this multiplication 
principle and consequently preached the gospel to every crea
ture. Col. 1 :23. 

Communist Lenin once said: "With a handful of dedicated 
people who will give me their lives, I will control the worid." We 
can't accept Lenin's philosophy of life, but neither can we deny 
his success relative to growth. How much more so can the in
fluence of Jesus be spread throughout the world by a few .dedi
cated men. It happened before with the twelve, and we should 
with God's help make it happen again. 

Where do we start? Look beside you, "there stands a man." 

P . 0. Box 4192, Panama City, Florida 32401 
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Gospel Baptism and Justification by Faith 
EDWARD FUDGE 

The doctrine that salvation is received 
solely on the principle of trusting God 
(sola fide) is nowhere more evident in 
Scripture than in the ordinance of gospel 
baptism. So little is baptism a "work of 
righteousness" of which man may boast, 
that it is, by very nature, passi1Je-some
thing done to one rather than done by 
him. We might even say that gospel bap
tism is better called a "passion" than an 
"action," for the "working" in baptism is 
peculiarly God's and not man's. The com
mand to the believer is to "be" baptized, 
and it is regularly given in the middle or 
passive voice. 

Baptism is not something man-even the 
believer-invents. It is a command from 
Jesus himself. It rests, not on denomina
tional authority, but on dominical. It is 
from the Lord, who charged before leav
ing the earth that when his gospel was 
preached, those who believed it were to be 
baptized. This gospel proclaims that what 
God promised about his Messiah through 
the Old Testament prophets, he has com
pletely fulfilled in his Son. Its very an
nouncement, therefore, signals the com
mencement of the End Time, and its 
reception is so marked by the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The command to baptize believers also 
carries eschatological significance. Its 
obedience will be accompanied by Jesus' 
presence until the telos or consummation 
of the age. Its performance promises the 
wholeness of blessing implied in the word 
"salvation." And yet much of Protes
tantism-including many evangelicals-is 
surprisingly antinomian at this point. 

This is particularly ironic, as the "evan
gelical" doctrine of justification by faith 
is nowhere more obviously neglected today 
than in reference to the ordinance of gos
pel baptism. In the guise of preserving 
the honor of saving faith, popular theology 
today has often perverted the doctrine in
stead, by the neglect of its expression in 
this ordinance of the Lord. 

Let us look at this ordinance in the light 
of the once-for-all work of salvation 
which Jesus has performed outside of us, 
for us, in his perfect doing and dying as 
the God-man. We will look at the question 
of baptism's "necessity" and "essentiality" 
-as those words are commonly used in 
grass-roots debate, and as they are prop
erly used according to their inherent 
meaning. 

Baptism and the Finished 
Work of Salvation 

To discuss any point of doctrine with 
biblical clarity, one must have a clear 
vision of the finished work of salvation 
wrought by Jesus Christ. His doing and 
his dying "did it all." God cannot possibly 
be more satisfied than he is now, on the 
basis of what Jesus has already done. The 
resurrection, ascension and glorification of 
Jesus are God's demonstration that this 
is true. Nothing man can do now-whether 
baptism, prayer, church attendance, good 
works, or even faith itself-can add any-
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thing to the finished, perfect work of· sal
vation which Jesus has already done and 
which has been sealed to his heirs by his 
covenant death. 

Justification by faith means looking to 
the Christ whom God has set forth as a 
propitiation-the righteous Servant who, 
in his sinless, vicarious death, culminated 
the saving will of God in a human body 
which was given him for that express 
purpose. It means looking to that Jesus, 
lifted up on the cross, as the Israelites in 
the wilderness looked to the brass serpent, 
trusting for salvation the God whose 
counsel placed him there. It means dis
claiming self-will as sufficient guide, self
power as enabling force, self-satisfaction 
as proper measure, and self-righteousness 
as meritorious or worthy of a single di
vine blessing. All this man lays aside in 
saving faith-and all this he denounces, 
abandons and asks God to sever, in ·gospel 
baptism. 

Throughout the New Testament Scrip
tures, gospel baptism is commanded in 
relation to the finished work of Christ, to 
which it always points (Mark 16:16, 16; 
Acts 2 :36-38; Colossians 2: 14; Titus 3:6, 
6; I Peter 3:21, 22). And it is so appro
priate (by God's dictum if not always by 
man's logic) as an expression of faith in 
Christ's finished work for salvation that 
the blessings of salvation which Jesus' 
work procured are indiscriminately linked 
to baptism in the name of Jesus. 

Water baptism is therefore said to be 
"unto remission of sins" (Acts 2 :38); to 
"wash away sins" (Acts 22 :16); or to be 
"into Christ" (Galatians 3 :27). It is said 
to "save" (I Peter 3:21), as the "washing 
of regeneration" (Titus 3:6). It is joined 
to the giving of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:38), incorporation into the body (com
munity) of Christ (I Corinthians 12 :13), 
and the cleansing of the conscience (He
brews 10:23). 

Baptism is "the obedience of faith." To 
look to the act itself as of any merit, to 
speak of it as of any innate ability or 
power, to bring it to ·mind as "of any value 
or worth-apart from its relationship to 
the Lamb of God, the Lord our Righteous
ness-is to disclose an understanding of 
it which is carnal and not spiritual, of 
man and not of God. It is to make of the 
gospel ordinance a modern Nehushtan
the name given the brass serpent when, in 
the days of Hezekiah, it became an ob
ject of veneration. It is to call attention 
to baptism within itself, rather than see
ing it as a pointer, directing faith to the 
power and accomplished work of God. Yet 
baptism, gladly received as an expression 
of trust in God who raised Jesus, and in 
the finished work of salvation which 
Jesus has performed already, is of the es
sence of both the gospel and the compre
hensive salvation it concerns. To reject it 
as unimportant, or to refuse it (under 
wh~tever pretense) is to deny one's verbal 
profession of faith and to stand in open 
rebellion against God who gave it! 

How Is Baptism "Necessary" 
and "Essential?" 

When the man in the street asks, "Is 
baptism necessary [or essential] for sal
vation?" he usually means, "Can God save 
a person who has not been baptized?" He 
does not usually mean, "Is baptism a 
necessity for the one who believes the 
gospel and follows Christ-or is it some
thing which he may with impunity set 
aside?" And here is the basic problem
shared equaJly by many on both sides of 
the controversy. For to ask this question 
generally betrays a deeper ignorance of 
the real work of salvation. Both sides of 
this popular-level debate frequently fail 
to understand that the work which pleases 
God and merits salvation is not something 
we do but that work already done by Jesus 
Christ. It is a work outside of us, for us, 
not a work either in us or by us. It is a 
perfect obedience and sacrifice-a blame
less doing and dying. Being perfect it is 
the only obedience God can justly acecpt 
for salvation, for salvation is the reward 
for righteousness, and righteousness 
means keeping God's commandments with
out a single flaw. Neither faith nor bap
tism is part of the work which merits 
salvation. Yet both are commanded -of 
the person who would receive God's sal
vation, and both are scenes of divine 
activity. 

If one means to ask, therefore, "Can 
God save a person who has not been bap
tized?" the answer must be the one Paul 
gave to certain of his contemporaries who 
called God into question on another point. 
"Who hath been his counsellor? • . . For 
of him, and through him, and unto him are 
all things" (Romans 11:28-30). God is 
God. He does as he pleases, and no man 
can say, "What doest thou?" He is the 
potter; man is the clay. He is the Sover
eign; man is the subject. He is Creator; 
man is dependent creature. Who dares 
to say what God can do, as if to give him 
permission! 

On the other hand, someone might ask, 
"Is baptism essential (or necessary) for 
salvation?" and intend a different inquiry 
altogether. In opposition to those perceived 
to be limiting the power and sovereignty 
of God (though undoubtedly most of those 
individuals had no such intentional no
tion), many have fallen into the ditch 
on the opposite side of the road. These 
have often been found denigrating, de
valuing and (may we say?) "watering 
down" baptism altogether (most, again, 
undoubtedly with no such conscious de
sire). 

It is not uncommon to hear someone 
"defend" the doctrine of justification sola 
fide by such remarks as: "Baptism has 
nothing to do with the plan of salvation." 
"All baptism does is take a dry sinner and 
make him a wet sinner." Usually those 
making such remarks will explain, on fur
ther questioning, that their hope is in the 
fact that they have trusted Christ, and
as they are dogmatic to affirm-that 
means they "got saved then and can never 
lose that salvation no matter what." Little 
do they realize that while they profess to 
honor justification "solely by faith" on 
one hand, they are actually denying it on 
the other. For justification now is only by 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THOMAS J . MARSHALL 

Here are some things I have learned preaching Christ to 
J ews. My experience may not compare with your experience. 
Some conclusions tend to be s ubjective and 11avored by Gentile 
culture. These observations are made out of a heart filled with 
love for our J ewish fr iends. Many of these things will apply with 
equal force to the Gentile community. 

I HAVE LEARNED my J ewish friends are ignorant of their 
splendid heritage. Some did not know they descended from Ab
raham or that Jacob had twelve sons who became the heads of 
twelve t ri bes. A secretary in a J ewish school said there were ten 
tribes, but she did not know their origin . Many do not own 
or read the Holy Scriptures. The atmosphere of temple worship 
was unlike what I expected. Some who observed the passover 
feast were ignoran t of t he events surrounding the feast. That re
sponsibility is left t o lhe local rabbi. Like Publicans of old 
some of our J cwish frie nds have no hope, because they do not 
believe in a life after death. The only happiness some expect is 
that which can be found in this life, which may account for 
t heir adopted life style. 

I HAVE LEARNED to use a d ifferent vocabulary. The Bible 
is simply the Scriptures. The New Testament is the New Cove
nant. J esus is Yeshua. Instead of advertising wi t h the phmse 
"church of Christ" we usc "congregation of Messiah." Jewish 
art instead of Chl"istian art is used in our ads. We use the burn
ing bush instead of lhe cross . .Jews arc not said to be conYerted 
instead they are fu lfilled or completed by accepting ,Jesus a~ 
Messiah (only Genti les arc converted). J ews do not cease being 
Jews when baptized. To the un taught Jew, baptism is a horrible 
event. We used poor judgment when we prepared an ad showi ng 
three photos of a man being immersed into Christ. We t hought 
the J ewis h community had been prepared to receive the teach
ing, instead we r eceived a barrage of hosti le phone calls . For 
a better understand ing of the Jewish culture, r ead t he two 
books written by Stephen D. Eckstein , now deceased. His son, 
Stephen Eckstein, Jr. is with the Bible Chair at Portales New 
Mexico. ' 

I HAVE LEARNED God gives the increase. If the work was 
slow in any other field of labor we always found some new 
method (or gimm ick?) that produced fruit. Now I wonder, were 
we trusting more in our own ability and creat ivity rather than 
depending on God to g ive the inct·ease? Were lhey true con
versions? ·when we are s uccessful it is so human to think, "God 
must be pleased to have me as his servant." What can we think 
when there is no fruit and al l methods arc absolute f ai lures. It 
becomes impossible to depend on human ingenuity and we are 
forced to deal wilh the issue as it really is-not just as it may 
a ppear. This has to be a humbling experience for a self
sufficient preachet· or teacher. But, how else can we learn what 
we so ably preach t hat it is God who gives the incr ease? 

I HAVE LEARNED not a ll fields a re white unto harvest. 
How will I deal with this when I preach on the urgent need for 
evangelism? In our area we have so few who teach God's Word 
to little children. When the Word is not taught in the home, 
school or religious assembly, how great is t hat void. Carnality 
will always take root when t he human heart is left alone. Hearts 
that otherwise would be sensitive, tender and yielding have be
come coarse, calloused and evil by t he influence of an immoral 
society. If you can weep for the lost, surely you will weep for 
t hese little ones so tender in years, yet hardened by sin. What 
hope do they have of ever obeying the gospel of Christ? May 
God bless godly parents, teachers, and other Christians who 
teach little children. 

I HAVE LEARNED the absolute necessity of knowing the 
doctrine of Christ. A study in Christian doctrine may sound 
boring, it need not be, but I have seen Christians defeated i n 
spiri tual combat, unable to share t heir faith and their own faith 
was shaken. May all who love God ins ist that ever y Ch ristian 
obtain a B ible, suitable for serious study (good print, depend
able translation), that can be carried everywhere-in the home, 
office, class and worsh ip and even on vacation. Get a suitable 
notebook and take notes on sermons, in class, memorize, test one 
anothe r and learn the Word un til J esus comes a live on every 
page. By comparing this culture which has few Bibles with a 
culture where t here are many Bibles, we ean r2adily see the 
good influence of the Word. 

I HAVE LEARNED there is no substitute for Chr istian 
assoc iation . This has been an extremely isolated and lonely 
work. We miss the strong, spiritual congregations, schools 
operated by Christians and godly families. No group of people 
on earth have a better t ime together than Christians. Yet, I have 
know n Christians (including preachers) who lived side-by-side 
and seldom speak. Shame, shame! No other friends r egardless of 
number can equal the benefits Christians may share and enjoy 
as they live and work together. Peter said, "Love the brother
hood." 

Other valuable lessons have been lea1·ned, some too personal 
to share. We thank God fo r the privi lege of working in this 
corner of his vineyard. W e are reaping so little fruit, it may no 
longer be expedient for us to remain. We must re-examine the 
needs of th is area and enlist more worke rs (perhaps a team ef
fort) to stablish a solid beachhead in this area. There must be 
some effective way to get the word to this mass of humanity
and surely some would respond if they could hear. We will con
tinue p1·aying for God to open the door. Paul's prayer will al
ways be our prayer, "Brethren, my heart's desire and my sup
plication to God is for Israel that they may be saved" as well 
as for others l iving in this a rea. 

1 Lori Lane, Randolph, MA 02368 
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Effective Communication Through the Sermon 
JAMES A. JOHNSON 

Though you and I realize t hat there 
is. more to the work of t he minister than 
Ins preaching it is the sermon that most 
people as~ociate to the role of the minister. 
The sermon has become almost isolated 
when the mind ponders the role of t he 
preacher. This association is obviously due 
to the fact that the sermon has several 
purposes and can accomplish many things. 
Many of the r esults of a sermon can be 
very good if the sermon is developed and 
used properly. 

The sermon is a form of pure communi
cation and the factors concerned with 
proper communication sk ills should be at 
t hei t· peak because of the s ignificance of 
the attempted Gospel message. There are 
several ways used to prepare sermons 
but lhere is a way to prepare a communi
cation message that I believe we ministe rs 
need to study and adopt. Preaching is com
municating. It is even recognized a s a 
facet of speech communication by the 
American Speech Association. Therefore, 
it is important that we strive to communi 
cate in our sermons. Here is a method and 
some ideas to be mindful of in building 
an attitude of communica ting effectively 
through our setmons. 

There are eight steps in developing a 
message that will communicate your mes
sage to an audience. These steps should be 
followed in the order that they are men
tioned. Step 1. Formulation of the recom
mendation 2. Analys is of t he receiver 3. 
Message preparation. 4. Channel analysis 
5. Decoding 6. Activation of motivationa l 
systems 7. Receiver's response 8. F eed
back analys is. 

The first three s teus are canied out 
solely by the speaker.· The last three are 
activa ted by the audience. N umbers 4 and 
8 are links between the speaker and t he 
listeners. 

The first s tep of formul ating the recom
mendation deals with t he idea or goal of 
the speaker. The speaker should formulate 
in his mind the specific goal he wishes to 
achieve. Every sermon should seek a 
clearly formulated goal- the speech that 
aims at nothing usually accomplishes 
nothing . This process of formulating your 
recommendation should take into account 
the kinds of response that may occur. 
These are in addition to the results t hat 
you desire. We all know of the times that 
we say something and it is taken in a way 
in which we did not mean for i t to be. 
Prepare your goal and seek for the ob
stacles that may act as interference. It is 
important to have your goal consistent 
throughout your speech. I have heard 
many speeches which I call "Longhom 
speeches" because they resemble the points 
of the horns of a long horn bull. There is 
a point here and a point there but not hing
in-between. 

The second step calls for the speaker 
to perform a comprehens ive analys is of his 
intended receivers . Only by knowing t he 
receivers can one go to the s tep of pre
paring the message. Many speakers omit 
this second step and as a result the se1·
mon does not interest or pertain to t he 
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c.o ngregation. The poin t of knowing your 
l.1s teners is the one step tha t comes the 
closest to giving meaning to the sermon. 
Peter would not have used the quotes that 
Luke records for us on Pentecost if he had 
not known about the Jewish brethren in 
t~e audience. Paul would not have changed 
h1s s tyle of speaking from the Athenian 
sermon in Acts 17 when he stood before 
Ag rippa if he had not known the differ
ence between The King and the Athen ian 
culture. We all practice this fine a rt in 
out· everyday conversation. When we do 
not it is called "putting our foot in our 
mouth." If the sermon is to be a sermon 
for and to the people then how can we sup
press t he importance of knowing the 
people? 

The third step is the step t hat many of 
us try to make first. We prepare the 
message then we try to mold the purpose 
to the audience. Logically we can see 
tha t the first two steps must be taken be
fore we may expect to make effective 
communication through our sermons. Only 
after determining what we want to say 
and who we are going to say it to can we 
decide how to say it effectively. 

The only molding that should be made 
after the message is prepared is realizing 
what channel we are going to use to con
vey the message. Most of the t ime we use 
the church pulpit but not all t he time. We 
may use radio. In using radio scri pt we 
~hould concentrate on the different non
verbal messages that we send which are 
not presen t in the visual pulpit. There a re 
many things to be cons ider ed when chang
ing the cha nnel of the message f rom the 
pulpi t to radio, television, social club 
meetings. street corners, etc. There should 
always be some consideration of change 
when one takes a speech prepared for one 
channel and then decides to use it t hrough 
another. 

The remainder of t he eight step formula 
is activated by the audience. After t he 
sermon has s tarted to reach the listeners 
t he audience begins to decode t he mes
sage. This decoding process is based upon 
their own values, mot ives and experiences 
as well as prejudices. This is why it is so 
vital to know your audience. The message 
should arouse certain desire systems and 
this will lead to some kind of motivation. 
For some of us thi s may be typified by 
putting a congregation to sleep. This mo
tivation will take t he form of some kind 
of action. It may be in having someone 
dedicate their life to Christ or come for
ward asking for help or it may lead to a 
change in their attitude and everyday life
style. It of course can be in many other 
forms of action or reponse. 

Now comes a common mis take in that 
many think that t he sermon is finished 
and complete. However, the last step of 
the outline is analysis of t he feedback. We 
are all fa miliar with th is li ttle creat ure. 
He tells us when the audience is tired, 
bored, sleepy, happy, sad or conf used. 
Sometimes the feedback is nonverbal as in 
a yawn or nod but sometimes it takes t he 
verbal expression of a compliment or 

~omplaint. When and wherever it is found 
1t should never be ignored. H is the feed
back that tells the speaker what changes 
he needs to ma ke and it reaches back into 
every step of the formula. 
. The se~·mon has four bas ic parts : The 
mtroduct10n, t he body, the conclusion and 
the transitions. These four elements should 
be fitted together like a well pieced 
puzzle or t he speech will probably be 
puzzling. 

The in troduction should do three things. 
It should l!,'ain the lis tener's atten tion 
hold their a ttention and in troduce then: 
to the topic of the speech. The introduction 
of a speech is the same as the thesis sen
tence ?f a paper. 1\Iany introductions get 
attent10n but they call a ttent ion to them
selves and not to the speech as a whole. 
In these cases the I isteners usually re
member t he in tr oduct ion for quite some 
time but they can no t remember the mes
sage of t he speech after thirty minutes. 
In speech circles the usc of an introduc
tion that gets quick attention but dis
tracts from the rest of t he speech is t he 
first s ign of an unpolished amateur 
speaker. 

The body of the sermon should hold t he 
text and structure of the speech. The 
body is made up of a plurality of inde
p endent points. These points are usually 
called major poin ts. Each one of these 
points should be developed into a minia
ture speech. It is vital t ha t each point have 
an inheren t purpose to the speech and 
be germane to the desired results. The 
speaker should be s u1·e that the points 
which he uses are absolutely r equired. The 
rule is not to say anything you don't 
have to. 

It is in the delivery of the body that 
most speakers become concerned. This is 
the area that makes a sermon something 
which is individual or the individual's. 
Many elements of invention, organization 
and style (word choice and usage) are 
present in the sermon and these elements 
should be s tud ied by each speaker in re
gard to his own speech manner. A few of 
these elements which I think are very 
beneficial include the fact that most ser
mons are considered to be more effective 
if they are presented in a manner that 
d isplays confidence yet at the same time 
a taste of extemporaneous style is 
present. Alexander Campbell was so im
pressed with one of his first sermons t hat 
he wanted to use it later at another meet
ing. His father Thomas told hi m that 

. preach ing the same se1·mon was like serv
ing warmed up left -overs. Alexander de
livered it anyway. His gir!Ir iend told him 
later t hat the sermon was stale ... like 
wal·med u p left-overs. Many speakers 
have f avorite sermons and use them on 
diffe1·en t occasions. These speaker s r ely 
on ou tlines, this g ives them t he flexibility 
to keep the style f resh each time they de
liver the se1·mon. 

Another element of invention which 
speakers have f ound surprising results is 
in memorization. My own fa ther taught me 
from a very young age t hat if a scripture 
is worlh preaching t hen it is worth 
memorizing. The credibility t hat is ga ined 
through memorizing text was even noticed 
as far back a s Aristotle. He characterized 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Preacher and His Money (3) 
GLEN CROWE 

Social Security 

The preacher is considered self employed for social security 
purposes, thus the church cannot pay this for him. If the church 
does pay the social security tax, the preacher must report it as 
ordinary income. The church ought not to withhold income 
taxes or social security from the preacher's income. 

When the social security was first begun, the preacher was 
excluded from it altogether, then later the preacher could apply 
for social security, but unless he signed a form to be accepted 
he was excluded. Then in 1968 the law was changed so that the 
preacher was included in social security unless he signed a form 
to be excluded. The preacher has until April 15 following the 
second taxable year after he was ordained as a minister and 
earned at least $400.00. If he lets this time pass by, and does 
not sign the form, then he is included in it and cannot get out. 

Social Security provides an income to a family that has 
minor children in the event of the death of the preacher. After 
the children reach the age of 18, benefits stop to the wife until 
she is 60 years old. It also provides income to the children be
yond the age of 18 if they are full time students, and it pro
vides income in the event of total disability and retirement. 
Social security tax is on adjusted gross income plus rental value 
of the house or house allowances. 

While the preacher does not have to show the value of the 
house for income tax purposes, he must add them back in for 
social security. Also a preacher may have an I.R.A. or tax 
shelter and deduct this from his income for income tax pur
poses, but for social security t_hey must be added back. 

I do recommend that the preacher sign form 4361 to be exempt 
f,om social security if he still has time. I will give my reasons 
for that later, but right now let's discuss this exemption. As 
stated before, the application for exemption must be made by 
April 15 following the second taxable year after becoming a 
preacher. If you began preaching in 1980, then you have until 
April 15, 1982. "Any Gospel preacher may sign this form. The 
request for exemption must be based upon a conscientious op
position, because of the applicant's religious principles, to the 
acceptance (with respect to the services performed as a min
ister) of public insurance (including social security benefits) 
which makes payments in the event of death, disability, old-age, 
or retirement, or makes payments toward the cost of, or provides 
services for medical care. However, if the preacher has previous
ly filed an effective waiver certificate Form 2031, an exemption 
may not now be filed." 

The exemption applies only to income earned as a preacher. 
If the preacher paid social security before he began preaching, 
he still has those benefits. If he has paid in as much as 40 
quarters, then he is fully insured under social security, and will 
receive some benefits even though he files an exemption form 
4361. If he has income other than preaching, for example, he 
works a couple of days a week at a grocery store, then he must 
pay social security on that, and he would receive the benefits. 

I believe that a Christian can sign the form. We must be good 

stewards of our money. To waste money or spend it foolishly is 
a sin. I am now over 40 years old, my children are grown, and 
I have to pay over $2,000.00 each year into social security. If I 
should die now, my wife would receive about $255.00 to pay for 
my funeral, thtm she would receive nothing until she is 60 years 
old. Should she die or remarry before age 60, she would not draw 
anything from it, and I have spent a lot of money for nothing. 

Faithful Gospel preachers do not retire unless they have to 
because of health. If at age 65, you are in good health and con
tinue to preach and receive support for it, then you will not 
draw much if any social security, and all you have paid into is 
wasted. Gospel preachers are not employees. They are preachers 
and the church supports them. To take their support and spend 
it unwisely is not good stewardship. 

A preacher could take the same amount of money that he 
would have to pay into social security and buy an individual 
program that would provide much greater benefits in the event 
of death or disability, and have an investment program that 
would give him many times the income at retirement. Thus the 
religious principle on which I object to paying social security, 
is that of good stewardship. 

If you sign an application to be exempted from social se
curity, and if you have a family, then you must get something 
to take its place. Some preachers have a family and have signed 
the exemption from social security, but have bought nothing to 
replace it. In the event of their death, their family would suffer 
a great deal. These preachers never realize that one .day they 
will have to stand in the judgement before God, condemned as 
one who has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel. 

In a later article, we will discuss the different kinds of in
surance and what kind a preacher should buy, but for now I just 
must say that you must have something to protect your family 
if you are exempted from social security. To the preacher who 
cannot get out of social security, there are some things that you 
can do that will gladly reduce the amount that you have to pay. 
This will be discussed in a later article. 
Tompkinsville, Kentucky 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'7 
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A Philosophy for Christians RUSSEL N. SQUIRE 

All of us have a yearning to know 
where we've come from, whither we're 
going, where we are now, and who we are 
-all the while wondering how we should 
move a.long the road connecting what's 
past with what's to come. This yearning 
makes itself obvious (ever so often) 
showing then, indeed, how badly we need 
to find meaning in our lives. 

For many of us, the meanings we catch 
from the experiences we have are what 
make our days worth living. Sometimes 
we make candid effort to grasp the mean
ings; othertimes we are double-minded, 
trying to· twist the events and happenings 
into furnishing only those meanings that 
we want to accept. 

From generosity to covetousness, from 
inertia to lofty purpose, the whole gamut 
of such extremes colors our inner atti
tudes and modifies our comprehension of 
life's events to the extent that we may 
not comprehend at all the events as they 
actually are. 

And it is the particular and differing 
parts of our shaky comprehension which 
govern our making choices about belief, 
attitude, sorrows and regrets, hopes, as-

Bored With Christianity? 
More than 110 million Americans have 

stopped attending any religious service. 
These people call themselves Christians 
and profess a faith in God but, for one 
reason or another, have lost interest in 
any form of organized religion. They 
should not be confused with the 50 to 
60 million who reject Christianity; rather 
this 110 million are the indifferent. 

While we cannot agree that anyone can 
be indifferent to the church, we must 
recognize that the nominal Christian in 
America is a sizeable group. We must give 
them a reason to recognize the essentiality 
of the church to Christ. He is certainly 
no bodiless head or brideless groom. 

While we cannot condone any reason 
for leaving the church of Christ, we ought 
to listen to reasons why so many have left. 
To reach them and make them aware of 
the essentiality of the church to salvation 
and a relationship with God, we must 
understand their perception of the church. 
They may not preceive us as we preceive 
ourselves; and if their perceptions are 
accurate, we may be presenting a stum
bling block to them. 

I believe one reason why so many peo
ple have quit attending is that they per
ceive the church to be boring. What dis
turbs me is that they may be t·ight! While 
many churches are growing more ag
gressive about meeting the needs of their 
community, several churches just barely 
exist. These dead churches, my friend, 
are boring. 

By boring I do not mean that the gos
pel is boring or that a vibrant, living 
faith in Christ Jesus can ever be boring. 
What I do mean is that dying churches 
have little means to attract the half
hearted. The reason for this is that what 
we are says more to them than what we 
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piration, neighborliness. Are we then 
after all, free to guide our own foot~ 
steps? Or must we trudge along a path 
from which there is no turning? Does our 
road lead to our envisioned destination? 
And is our destination worth the effort? 
Or is our road not a new direction, but 
only a detour? 

Out of all this, we build our philosophy: 
the sum of our beliefs, in action. Our 
philosophy, then, is colored not .only by 
our examination of our own activities and 
thoughts, but also by what we have 
learned from the writings, thoughts and 
experiences of others. Sometimes our 
philosophy is vain-even if we have 
studied hard to learn from our own intro
spection and from the contributions of 
others. Sometimes our philosophy is pro
ductive. Thus philosophy-and our study 
of it-is not a thing to be neglected. For 
we all operate out of a philosophy whether 
we know this or not. It can undergird our 
faith-or delude us into thinking that cer
tain things matter most-when they don't. 
What does all this mean for the Christian? 
That's what the rest of our lives is all 
about. 

PHILIP SANDERS 

say. Those who are on the outside are not 
as interested in doctrinal soundness as we 
are, but they are terribly interested in 
whether or not we really believe what we 
preach and are willing to practice it. I 
am not saying doctrinal soundness is not 
essential-indeed it is !-but what I am 
saying is that we will never convert the 
unchurched until we reach out with the 
gospel in such a way that it touches their 
lives. 

Dying churches aren't doing that. With 
their empty pews, half-committed mem
bers, emotionless singing, meaningless 
prayers, joyless worship, and religious 
talks they are boring the outsider to 
death. Classes where the teacher is ill
prepared and irrelevant wouW leave any 
student wishing he were somewhere else. 
Churches where no one is visting, no one 
is reaching out, no one is caring, no one 
is giving, tell the community in which they 
live, "we don't want you." It is not the 
faith that is boring; it is a dead portrayal 
of faith. 

Jesus reached out and healed broken 
bodies and broken lives and broken hearts. 
His message brought great joy because 
he brought great joy. They listened in
tently because of who he was and what 
he did. He knew that people don't care 
how much you know until they know how 
much you care. 

A caring teacher is heard and appreci
ated not for his style or ability but for 
his love. People will listen when they 
know they are being loved. We must speak 
the truth, but speak it in love. Christ 
draws all men to himself by his incredible 
love. If we would walk after him, let us do 
the same. 
P.O. Box 488, Senatobia, MS 38668 

When Paul mentioned that there were 
Gentiles on whose hearts was written by 
nature, the requirements of the Jaw (Ro
mans 2:14, 15) could he have had in mind 
such a one as Socrates? For Socrates vol
untarily sacrificed his life for his beliefs. 
He had taught virtue, courage, intelli
gence-and one God! He lived from about 
469 to 399 B. C. It was Socrates who ad
monished, "Know thyself!" and warned, 
"The unexamined life is not worth living 
-by a human being." 

Let us learn to study diligently and to 
rightly divide the words of truth. 
P. 0. Box 3114, Westlake Village, Cali
fornia 91359 

----0,----

Deliverance? or Stronger 
Backs? KEN STEGALL 

A lady once confided in me that "God 
wasn't answering her prayers." She went 
on to explain that she had prayed dili
gently for the past several months that 
the Lord would "provide a way of escape" 
from her particular plight. She felt that 
there must be something spiritually wrong 
with her since she had not been "de
livered." 

I have heard sermons and read articles 
by christians who led you to believe that 
if you were facing persistent difficulties 
in your life, you are not ·living as you 
should. 

That was the philosophy of Job's three 
friends! I'm glad Paul didn't believe that, 
or he would have become discouraged and 
quit. The Lord refused to take away his 
physical infirmity, didn't he? Do we sup
pose it was because he was "unspiritual"? 

But doesn't God promise that he " ... 
will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temp
tation also make a way to escape"? 

"No! He doesn't promise that!" But 
that's the way we have always quoted it! 
Because of that, we have led people to 
expect something that the Lord never 
promised: Namely, that when we were in 
difficult circumstances, he would lift us 
ou,t of it when we prayed for deliverance. 

We quoted the verse correctly; except 
. . . we put the period too soon. The re
mainder of that sentence in I Corinthians 
10:13 says, " ... that ye may be able to 
bear it." 

The passage reminds us of two things 
and then draws a conclusion: The first 
t·eminder is, "There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man. . . ." In other words, "Your prob
lems are not unique; others have had 
them before and will have them again." So 
don't pity yourself that your problems are 
the worst anyone has ever experienced! 
The second reminder is, " ... God is faith
ful." You can be certain that he is fully 
aware of your situation. 

Let's not promise what God has not 
promised. Jesus told his disciples, "In this 
world you. will have trouble . . .• " Let's 
expect it! Let's prepare for it by trusting 
in the TRUE promises of God; that he 
will provide us an escape-the strength 
to stand up under whatever we are called 
to bear! 
7th & Beech, Durant, Oklahoma 74701 

Fli~M FOUNDATION-JULY 28, 19cl1 



The Charisma Factor 
Preacher Selection in the 1980's 

JERRY HARVILL 

We've all seen it: the sad spectacle of 
the wrong preacher at the wrong place at 
the wrong time. The predictable result is 
preacher burnout leading to relocation; or 
worse, to exit from the ministry. It hap
pens year in and year out all across our 
Brotherhood. 

In contrast, there are other situations 
in which men remain with the same 
church for twenty years and longer. These 
men appear to "fit" and to flourish. Why 
the difference? Why do certain men fit 
while others only fidgit? 

I believe I have found at least a partial 
answer-and from an unlikely source. The 
May 2, 1981, TV Guide Magazine fea
tured an article by a New York research 
firm in which the "charisma factor" of 
leading network anchormen was defined 
and compared. This research was sparked, 
of course, by the March retirement of 
premiere newscaster, Walter Cronkite, 
and the resultant race to see who will re
place him. The article seeks to define the 
elusive qualities which attract viewers by 
offering some practical understanding of 
the dynamics of charisma. In providing 
insight into the comparative appeal of 
network newsmen, the article uninten
tionally shed a flood of light on the peren
nial problem of preacher burn out. 

Charisma Types 
Research indicates there are at least 

three kinds of charisma (charismatic per
sonalities) : 

(1) The Hero is the idealized person. 
He looks the way we wish we looked, says 
things the way we'd like to say them. He is 
bold and aggressive, an object of fantasy. 
Vigorous actions and strong messages are 
his characteristics: he stirs things up, 
making us dissatisfied with the status 
quo. John Wayne, Robert Redford and 
John F. Kennedy are examples in our 
culture of hero types. 

(2) The Antihero is most like the com
mon man. He fits in with the rest of us, 
looks and sounds like us, reflects our at
titudes. We feel comfortable with him 
because he does not stir things up but is 
reassuring and nonthreatening. Gerald 
Ford and Jimmy Carter illustrate anti
hero Presidents. 

(3) The Mystic is foreign to us; he may 
be seen as unusual, different, strange or 
unpredictable. Often we are uncertain 
about the mystic's message; it is difficult 
to pin him down. However, although he is 
not like us, his foreignness has a strange 
appeal, Henry Kissinger is identified as 
mystically charismatic. 

Charisma Factors 
The TV Guide article goes on to identify 

the five major factors underlying 
charisma: 

Appearance. Does he look the way peo
ple would like to look (hero type), is his 
appearance average (antihero), or is it 
foreign and strange (mystic)? 

Sexuality. What kind of sexual impact 
does the person have? Are his actions 
perceived as bold (hero), normal (anti
hero), or are we uncertain about them 
(mystic)? 

Message Compatibility. What are his 
goals, beliefs and attitudes? Does he say 
what we wish he could say, what we ac
tually do say, or are we unclear about his 
messages? 

Actions. How decisive is he? Are his acts 
bold and aggressive? Are his acts what 
we'd expect? Does he surprise us with the 
unusual and unexpected? 

Image-ry. How colorfully does he com
municate his personality and style? Is he 
an aggressive and forceful speaker? Is his 
style plain? Is his style unusual? 

Pulpit Application 
It is not germane to my purpose to 

elaborate fully the researchers' verdicts on 
the various network candidates for Cron
kite's job. What is significant however is 
their discovery that viewers ~ant an a~ti
hero type personality in that 6 p.m. news 
spot: someone who will reassure them 
everything is all right after a hard day's 
work: someone to comfort them rather 
than disturb or challenge them. Cronkite 
did that superbly; he was the classic 
antihero type with whom all felt at ease 
and relaxed. 

Now .it appears to me that applications 
to pulpit and pew relationships are numer
ous and valuable. In fact, it is ignorance 
of precisely these kinds of relational fac
tors which perpetuates most of the grief 
between churches and preachers. Let me 
i?entify at lehst some of these applica
tions. 

(1) The Charisma Factor. It is obvious 
to all that preachers have "personality." 
What is less obvious is the fact that con
gregations have "personality," too. The 
mo:re accurately both preacher and con
gregation identify their respective charis
ma, the more likely they are to avoid 
painful mismatch. Churches, like preach
ers, are of the hero, antihero, or mystic 
types, and care must be taken to correlate 
leadership styles to the appropriate local 
body chemistry. The issue here is not 
skilled vs. unskilled, or willpower vs. lazi
ness; nor is it a matter of doctrine. The 
problem is relational and sociological. The 
plain truth is, I can motivate some peo
ple better than I can others and in general 
that is due to relational compatibility 
factors which increase receiver openness. 
As stewards of God it is not acceptable 
that we merely work hard. The question is, 
Are we working sma·rt? Are we pursuing 
maximum good to God's glory? When 
we take seriously these questions then in
tegrity demands we go beyond merely 
working "somewhere" or "somehow" for 
the Lord. We will actively pursue those 
situations in which we can do our best 
work. The killer is self-deception: illusions 

hurt everyone in the long run. Both 
preachers and congregations neglect their 
sociological homework to their own peril. 

(2) The Diversity Factor. The TV 
Guide research report shows that charisma 
is complex and surfaces differently in 
different personalities. It simply is not 
true that all leaders are alike, or that 
effective leadership always follows the 
same pattern. What is true is that opti
mum results are achieved when leader and 
led are on the same wave length. In 
simple terms this means that antihero type 
congregations respond best to antihero 
type preachers, etc. Rather than wishing 
we were someone else we ought to build 
on our strengths, recognizing them for 
what they are, and making our placement 
decisions accordingly. Let's stop apologiz
ing for what we are and start using what 
we have to God's glory. 

(3) The Hidden Agenda Factor. This is 
related to what has already been said, but 
focuses attention on the crucial issue in 
preacher selection. Disappointment is 
bound to occur in selection situations in 
which one type of charisma is idealized 
whereas a different type is actually ap
propriate. All three charisma types are 
vulnerable here. In my own experience, 
I have found it is never the overt negotia
tions which cause trouble, but those hid
den expectations which are unexpressed 
and often unknown. Churches which hire 
a preacher to "stir them up" (hero type) 
when in reality they expect to be com
forted and stroked (antihero type), are 
creating a conflict situation. Similarly, it 
is unrealistic to expect anything but frus
tration when a local determination to 
dream a great dream is matched to a low
key antihero type pulpit. It may be easy 
for us to see how inappropriate the latter 
situation is, but I want to stress also that 
hero types are out of place in other equaiJy 
viable circumstances. 

But, there is another aspect to this hid
den agenda problem. Seldom is there total 
unanimity of expectations in a congrega
tion. This puts preachers at a disad
vantage. Whereas there is but one of him, 
there is often a plurality of "personali
ties" in the local chur~h. When there is 
one set of charisma expectations within 
the eldership but a different set of ex
pectations within the membership, the 
seeds of future conflict are planted from 
the very beginning. And I have found it 
is the hidden agenda factors which sub
marine success. Elders who are out oi 
touch with their people through inaccu
rate assessment of local church chemistry· 
are a frustration to their congregations 
and curse to preachers and their families. 

Conclusion 
This material is not radically new. It 

is merely the church growth principle of 
"homogeneity" applied to preacher se
lection. 

Nor is this intended as the last word 
on this subject. I know there are aspects 
of the above which raise questions and 
which require investigation. 

What I would hope this article could 
do is give needed visibility to the social 
dynamics of preacher selection and suc
cess. Burn out is not inevitable; nor is 

(Continued on page 12) 
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SEND US A LIST OF BOOKS . . . 

Recently, I received a reques t for a 
lis t of books written by F r ench-speaking 
New Testament Christians in the area of 
evolu tion and cr eation. Unfortunately, 
t his is not possible . .. the re are none. lf 
the request had been for biblical com
mentary books, books on th<- home, the 
church, redemption, or Chris ti un g rowth, 
the response would be the same-there 
are none. W hat about books f or young 
people, for women, for ch urch leadership 
de1·elopment? None of these exist e ither! 
In the F rench language there a re four 
books written or translated by New Testa
ment Christians-two by F a us to Salvon i 
concerning his conversion from Catholi
cism, one 1i·hich is translated of short ser
mons by Fred Dennis, and t he fourth one 
which is a collect ion of 13 r·adio sermons 
by S. F . T immerm a n. These four books 
were a ll publ ished over 15 years ago. 

I magine, if you can, the churches as 
they exist toda y, wi thout any qua r terly 
materia l for Bible school classes, no 
brotherhood periodicals, no books for 
tee11agers and women, and church leaders, 
without any sou nd commenta ries on the 

books of the Bible, or books on Ch l"is lian 
evidences. This I S the situation in 
French-speaking Europe. 

To print books, to publish a regular 
brother hood jour nal, to help the produc
tion of chilcll·en's graded class mater ia ls, 
to complete lhe publication of a brother 
hood song book and to promote the avai l
ability of much of the materia l already 
available in English through professional 
trans lation, the F rench-speaking work is 

in need of you t· active interest. A commit
ment of $1000 a month for a defin ite 
pel"iod of five yca r·s would produce the 
bulk of this p r·inting work. 

For more information, you may be in 
contact with me or with the elders of the 
church that meets at 2813 Mastin Lake 
Road, Huntsville, Alabama 35810. 

Doyle Kee, SA , ch. de P on tverre, 1232 
Confignon/Geneva, Switze rland 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Availa ble 

For Information Call: 
( 214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31,1982 
Alfred Lee, Di rector of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214 ) 526-7715 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
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Only for owners of the 
Milleunial Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Milleunial Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennial Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volume of your set. 

776 pages. Only 81.9.95 (plus 82.00 postage) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 28, 19BI 



GOSPEL BAPTISM AND 
J USTIFICATION BY FAITH 

(Continued from page 4) 

faith-it is a judicia l declaration of ac
quital to be given on the Last Day, al
ready proclaimed in the gospel and per
ceived by faith in Chris t at God's right 
hand. 

Salvation blessings have begun, but sal
vation is not yet complete. And J esus re
minds us that it is those who are faithful 
in li ttle now who will be given much then. 
It is those who are faithful now in what 
belongs to another who will then be g iven 
\\'hat is thei r own. The person who de
values bapt ism by claiming to possess sal
vation now inhe1·ently-whether at the 
point of "decision" or even of baptism
may need most of all to learn what justi
ficat ion by faith r ea lly means. Baptism 
reminds us of this objective, outside-of-us 
~alvation to which we are called in t he 
gospel, for it points us continually to 
Jesus and his work, not to our selves. 

Because gospel baptism is a n expression 
of faith in lhe finished work of Christ, a 
declaration of that work previous ly done 
for the believer outside t he believer, it re
flects a grievous lack of gospel under -

standing for one to say that it is not of the 
"essence" of the gospel and of salvation. 
And it reflects a spiri t quite t he op
posite of t rusting , creaturely, fa ith , for 
one to rebel against it ot· to call it "non
essential" and set it aside. There is no 
quest ion about God 's freedom to do as he 
pleases. He is free to act without the con
sent of man and beyond the limi ts of man's 
logic and ability to predict or u11der stand. 
But part of God's freedom is the right as 
sovereig n to issue commands to his crea
tures, to establish ordinances according to 
his own pleasure, a nd to impose t hem on 
man to be kept--if for no other r eason 
than that he h as given them. 

T hese commands may-as in the origi
nal order concerning the fruit in the 
Garden-serve as a " test-tree"-to see 
whether what puts itself forward as 
"faith" is the kind of " talking-faith" 
James calls " dead," or the kind of "faith" 
Abraham illustrated and by which H abak
kuk a nd Paul say one finds life. 

As creature, man mus t a lways be de
pendent on, and therefore, trust, God. And 
genuine faith mus t finally be bound by 
the commands of the Lord if it is to lay 
claim to the blessings now procured for
ever by the perfect and finished work of 

A Bible Dictionary Prepared 

Regulat· $8.95 
Thumb 

Indexed $9.95 

by Brotherhood Scholars 
A complebe revision ·and updaJting of the 
the greatest standard work in the Bi-ble 
Dictionary field-the first in 25 years. 
AND wi tth the exception of six writers, 
all the scholars who contributed to this 
book are members of the churches of 
Ohrisrt. A few ru•e B'atsell Ban-ett Bax
ter, Mack Wayne Oraig, Douglas Dean, 
Oarroll Ellis, Homer Hlailey, Reuel Lem
mons, Jack Lewi·s, Neil Lightfoot, Oarl 
Mitchell, Neale Pryor, J. W. Roberts, 
J. D. Thomas, Norvel Young, and many, 
many others. 

Every Christian Shoufd Have This Book! 
It Should Be in Every School Room 

and Library 

-- - - - - - - Clip and mail today! - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $--------------· Please send _______ ____ copies of Srnith's 
New Bible Dict iona1·y at D $8.95 regular or D $9.95 thumb
indexed, plus 10% postage and handling. Texas residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

Name -------- - - -------- - ------------------ - - -----------

Address ----------------------- --------------- -----------
City __________ ____ __________ State ____________ Zip _______ _ 

salvation which J esus h as already per
formed. 
4 Sandra Lane, Athens , Alabama 35611 

SOUL WIN NER SCHOOL 
Learn t o win souls In a ono·ycar internship. 
Qualify to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 458· 
8402. NO TUITION. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
· OF RELIGION 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis , Te nn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901·761·1350 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

O rder a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
THROUGH THE SERMON 
(Continued from page 6) 

it as one of the five points of h is own 
rhetorical method. 

The last thing I will mention as a poin t 
of invention in the body is the fact that 
the best sermons (that is the most effec
tive) range between 23 a nd 29 minutes in 
length. A speaker may have enough good 
materia l and a g reat delivery for over an 
hour but it will have li ttle effect if the 
audience litera lly tunes him out in half 
an hour. We are concerned with effective 
communication. Save the other half hour 
for nex t Sunday. 

The conclusion sh ould do one of two 
things. It should either summarize your 
last point or it should summarize the en
tire sermon. One t hing which is good to 
develop is a conclusion that refers back 
to some aspect of your introduction. The 
ideal is to use your conclusion to sum
marize yoUJ· body and then t ie it back to 
your introduction. Many speakers develop 
the last point of their sermon to accom
modate a conclusion t hat will tic every
thing back together into one complete 
picture. 

The last elements of lhe sermon are the 
transitions. These are what make a sermon 
polished or dull. Between the introduction 
and the body t here should be something 
that makes t hem coherent. Whatever fills 
this role is the t ransition. There should 
be transitions linking the introduction to 
the body, connecting each of the major 
points in t he body, joining the body to 
the conclusion and most o.f the time a 
silent ( referred) transition between the 
conclusion and the introduction. A very 
good example of t r ansit ions is found in 
Paul 's sermon on Mars Hill in Acts t he 
17th chapter. 

In using the sermon we must keep in 
mind thaL we want to find the best way 
to communicate our thoug hts to a n audi
ence that does not know our lhoughts. The 
best way to communicate .... 
414. West 20th, Muleshoe, Texas 79347 

THE CHARI SMA FACTOR 
(Continued from page 9) 

successful ministry a trick or a n accident. 
Let us be wise as serpents a nd harmless 
as doves as we logethet· pursue maximum 
stewa rdship in the Kingdom. 
895 Murf reesboro Rd., Nashville, Tennes
see 37217 

MEMPHIS 
SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, T enn. 38118 
Roy ]. Hearn , Director 
Phone (901) 362-5139 
Write or call for ca talog 

and application. 
• APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

• TWO YEAR PROGRAM 
• TUITION FREE 

• ESTABLISHED 1966 
CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD 

CHURCH OF CHRI ST 
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BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREJI[Hll\Tii 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WH ITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • " What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Wr ite o r Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429·1403 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
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You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
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Name 

Street Address o r P.O. Box 
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''Our Father 
Who Art in Heaven ... " 

25th Annual 

Lubbock Christian College 
Bible Lectureship 

John Whitley 
C. Bruce White 
Lynn Anderson 

October 18-21 

Speakers 

Harold Hazelip 

John Fortner 
Dan Anders 
Ruel Lemmons 
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BOOKS 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET: 

RIGHT ANGLES. Ralph Bryant. Private
ly published. 62p. $2.50 

Over · a hundred bright devotional 
thoughts, each accompanied by a verse of 
Scripture, make up this little gift book 
item. A special presentation page follows 
the title page. Each thought provoking 
mini-essay is an independent jewel. 

HYMNS THAT LIVE. Frank Colouhoun. 
IVP. 320p. $6.95 

An in-depth study of the background 
behind, and the meaning of, more than 
forty immortal hymns. Most of these, if 
not all, will be unfamiliar to the r eaders 
of this review, but they arc sung in the 
cathedrals of the world by souls aflame, 
whose hymn singing is an expression of an 
overflowing heart. Here are some sermons 
in song, and sermons behind the songs. 

THE T RANSLATION DEBATE. Eugene 
Glassman. IVP. 131p. $4.25 

Here is a very well written examination 
of the f ield of translation. What makes a 
translation good? Is it God's word in man's 
language? Do we have thought translation 
or form translation? To what extent is 
paraphrase a translation? The problems of 
restructuring common language. It solves 
no problems, but acknowledges them-

which is more than most critics of transla
tion will admit. 

CONTINUING IN THE DOCTRINE. 
ETSP Lectureship 1981. ETSP. 278p. $6.40 

The East Tennessee School of Preaching 
conducts a lectureship each year on which 
program many leading brethren speak. 
The 1981 lectures were delivered by Ben 
Flatt, Clifford Reel, Garland Elkins, Ted 
Garner, Roy Deaver, George Goldman 
Ralph Gilmore John Waddy, Howard Hor~ 
ton, AI Behel, Hugo McCord and others. 
Some of the cardinal doctrines of the Bible 
were the themes of the lectures. 

MEETING GOD AT EVER TURN. Cath
erine Marshall Chosen. 254p. $9.95 

Catherine Marshall is a gifted writer. 
Since her book "A Man Called Peter" was 
such a hit, all her writings are popular. In 
this book she professes to find God in life's 
exper iences. Although it doesn't always 
square with the Scriptures, this will be an 
addition to her other fifteen best sellers. 

BIBLE STUDY GUIDE FOR ALL AGES. 
Donald and Mary Baker. Privately pub
lished. $11.95 

T his is really a vinyl loose-leaf notebook 
81hX11, containing indexed ssections, 104 
lessons, study helps, drills , maps and vi
sual aids for teaching all ages. Emphasis 
on review and dri ll, with considerable 
memory work. Bible centered. Comprehen
sive. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
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1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1 , 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cu llum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Ca ll (512) 282-2486 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All .books r evie•yed here mny be purchn ... d from 
the Fum Foundation Publishln~r House. P lease ndd 
$1.00 for postage and handling on o rders or $10 00 
or less ; 10% on orders over $ 10.00. · 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tl'le Amen Mlntatry wOf'ko with lollhfUl Clvlollon con. 
toe to on t.lllllary lnotallollono wotldwlde that aro walling to 
halp your low«! oneo - u they havo helped with· U>a 
aplrlluol on<J phyotcal """" ol thouu n<Jo ol othera during 
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~ 
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~ ~1H~~~ ~~~~~h~~;r..t 
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American Military Evan11eli&i.nr; Nationo 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Io rge ca rton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand o good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles Hodge 
Ron Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept. 28-29 

Contact 

Allan Bennett 
PSCC Rt. 1, Box 420 

Madill, OK 73446 

(405) 795-5015 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Desi~rned especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting plac:es, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking pre~c:hers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF OHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. 
OKINAWA, .JAPAN. HelD us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa. City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .r •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2888. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE OHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o:..:r-..::,.34.:..:4:...·=-57:...:1:..:9..:..• -----------------

BA.Y AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, CaliforniA 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minlaters: Lewis Frlsb7, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
---------~M"E:T~R~O~-=DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4?49 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morr;mn A. ve., 
u.s. 460 Ea•t Oppoalte K-Hart. Olflee 4'1'1· 
52n. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'10-40GO. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Obureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUltiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO. 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
"Preacher wanted: Church of Christ, Eldorado, OK. 
Residence, utilities, salary approx. $280./wk. Prefer 
middle-aged man with children in school. Call Tom 
Bennett 405/633-2635." 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Holl;vwood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday worship 11 A.M. 
Wednesday 7:30P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

1lh miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord l Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas .. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
'72 48 passenger Chevrolet painted Joy Bus colors. 
$1250 if interested contact Cecil Lanning 918-567-
2127 or Box 41, Talihina, Okla. 74571. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042. or call (605) 256-6876. 
"A dedicated Christian family is neededto .,...-se_rv_e...,th-=--e 
Lord as houseparents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Home, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap
plication, please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
~:~~io.N.~!te the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 

Earn $5,000-$80,000 part-time, Preachers, teachers, 
men and women with leadership abilities. Religious 
publications rates top opportunity for ministers. No 
retail sales. RetireJilent (regardless of age) group 
insurance, car, paid travel and tax benefits. Will 
interview in TX, OK, AR, LA & TN July 2-11. Call 
the Phillips Group 205-272-7165 or 405-452-5802 or 
write 528 Lawndale Lane, Montgomery, AL 36109. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Lake Merced Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. Is looking for a full
time minister. Congregation of approximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
35 to 55 years of age. No elders at present time. 
Salar:v open. Please contact Jamep Nichols (415) 
589-2307 or Homer Bradford (415) 334-4676. 
"Wanted: Associate minister fo~ congregation of 
375. Primary areas: Education, Personal Work and 
Youth. Prefer man under 35 years. Call daytime 
918/341-0531 or evenings 918/341-5302. Please send 
resume to Churrh of Christ, 319 Blue Starr Dr., 
Claremore. OK 74017." 
''Preacher available August 15. Experienced and 
a~rgressive. Sound background in education and 
therapy. Write Will Moyers. 4500 Rutland, Fort 
Worth, TX 76133 or call 817/927-7416." 

FOR SALE 
Da Lite 18' x 20' elec. projection screen. Ceiling or 
wall mount. Excellent condition $750. Lynn Yocum 
(214) 241-0800. 245-6950. 
Experienced Preacher, aged 34. Seeks to preach 
C":hrist crucified among those who trust Him. Wayne 
McDaniel. 602-869-7738. 

"WHEN TODAY MEANS PAIN" 
It.'s so difficult sometimes to even get out of bed 
knowing that today means pain. For a free copy of 
the helpful stud:v. WHEN TODAY MEANS PAIN, 
send a long SASE (35~) to Caring F-4, Box 1315, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If 70u are movinll an:rwhero in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an ethical. 
caring profCllsional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

PREACHER WANTED. Prefer an older experienced 
man. Salary negotiable. Send resume. The church 
owns its own building and self-supporting. Contact 
Oral Morgan, 620 Chester St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Phone (515) 684-5671. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable.'' 
"The Albuquerque Christian Children's Home is 
need of a christian couple to serve as houseparents 
to abused and neglected children. Good salary and 
benefits provided. Located on 26 acres along the 
Rio Grande. Call AI Maxey, Superintendent at 506/ 
898-5520 or write Albuquerque Christian Children's 
Home, 5700 Taylor Ranch Road NW, Albuquerque, 
NM 87120.'' 
EXPERIE;..N="'c==E=D=--P=Rc::E""'A,....C""H=E:-::R,........,.is--:-lo-o-::k-::i-n-g-f::-o-r-a-n-e-w 
work. Fifteen years preaching experience-last six 
with the same congregation which grew in atten
dance from about 100 to 400. Experience includes: 
Daily radio program: Youth Camp Director 10 
years: Bus Evangelism: Overseas Campaign; Direc
tor Soui-Winn'ng Workshop; 4-5 Gospel Meetings a 
year; Director for 5 yrs. of small School of Preach
ing. For resume and references write: Michael L. 
Knappier, #21 Cherry Street Estates, Mt. Carmel, 
IL 62863, or ]>hone: A.C. 618 262-7654. 
WANTED, ASSOCIATE MINISTER. Emphasis 
used. Salary negotiable. Call 713-722-8536. After 5 
call 713-727-8100. Nederland Church of Christ, 2310 
Nederland, Nederland, TX 77627. 
48-year-old gospel • .::.p:...re-=ac:~h-e.:..r;..:.;:a.;..v:...a.,.,ll,.-a""'bl""'e-. _,2,.,3_y_ea_r_l! 
experience. (208) 376-8604. 
The Geneseo Illinois congregation is in need of 
a full-time minister to begin work in July. The 
congregation is self supporting with approximately 
75 members. We would invite interested persons to 
write Mr. Larry Tignor, 532 East Prospect, Geneseo, 
IL 61254. 
The Church of Christ in Waterbury, Conn. is look
ing for a preacher with experience, sound in the 
faith, and n good personal worker. The University 
Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas provides part of 
the support. Send resumes to 27 Bayview Circle 
Wolcott, Ct. 06716 and to the University Church of 
Christ, 738 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 76901. Phone 
203 879-4195. 
Lord's Day preaching appointments wanted. FW I 
Dallas area. Fletcher Cauthen, P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster, TX 75146. AC 214/224-2800. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community of 25,000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for growing personnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs in 
bussing, visitation personnel work. radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
838 Williams, Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
( 402) 463.;.1464 ( 402) 462-8469. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Full time fOT amaH con
gregation of approximately GO members. Spiritual 
maturity and experience desired. Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
When you send ln a list of new subscrlp

tlons to the Firm Foundation, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the clty and state. 

BLUE CROSS-BtUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AV AJLABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to A// Books-saving t ime in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAU L MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandc.~le manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 
add 7.50 postage & hand ling 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 
add 5.00 postage & handling 

Old Test ament Regu la r 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 
add 6.00 postage & handling 

New Testament Regu lar 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

$ 189.50 

$ 69.50 

$159.95 

$ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in English (KJV) at $3.95 each 
add 1.00 postage & handling t or orders under 10.00, 
add 10% for orders over 10.00 

• SPANISH 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• SpaN~~hio~~ina-Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

add 4.00 postage & handl ing 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number Price 

$49.95 

SHIP TO: 
Total $ ___ _ 

Name'------- ----------------

Add res"------------ ----------

City· _____ _ ____ state, _ ____ .LIP•------

FIRM FOUNDATION- JULY 28, 1981 
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HEADED FO R GUATAMALA are five families plus two sing le Christians 
to aid the evangelism of Guatamala. They will center the ir efforts in 
Guatamala City where the church has been in existence and growing for 
over 20 years. About 18"/0 of the entire nation's population live in this 
sprawling city, which is growing at a fast rate. There are a number of 
congregations already in the city, but this new team will focus on an effort 
to build a congregation of several hundre d me mbers in a central location 
which can in turn serve as an eva ng elizing force in the city. 

Austin, Texas, At:g-ust 4, 1981 
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On Being Open 

We hav'e noted_recently a rush toward "openness'' in 
all our relationships. "Let it all hang out," they say. 
These philosoph~rs seem to be gaining ground. 

Now we woul~f be fully in agreement with the idea 
that a closed mind is hopeless. When anyone reaches the 
point where he thinks he has mastered all truth on any 
subject, and that he cannot learn anything more, he 
has reached fossilization. But the other extreme is just 
as bad. Total and complete "openness" is a sucker's 
game. 

Experience would be meaningless and useless if total 
openness is a good thing. Every ounce of education we 
have is valuable only as it helps us to evaluate criteria 
before ~e. We are helped along in every situation we 
face by the experiences we have had in similar situa
tions. It is folly to approach each problem as if nothing 
like it had ever happened before. Yet "openness" de
mands that. 

There is a place for adventures into the uuknown. 
There is room for projecting our plans into areas never 
before ventured into. We must never prohibit that, for 
to do so would be to severely limit our capacity to ad
vance. But even in our dreams we must not lose touch 
with reality. When we get into water over our heads, we 
should remember where safety is. We call on all the re
sources of knowledge and experience to bring us safely 
through. · 

Traditions are good. Most are the outgrowth of ex
perience. And experience is a good teacher. The past 
decade has witnessed an effort to shake up all our tra
ditions and to give us a new approach, just to be dif
ferent. The experience isn't sinful, but we usually drift 
back to the traditional pattern because hundreds of 
thousands of experiments have vindicated the whole
someness of the traditional patterns. It is fine to be 
"open" but only to a point. Throwing off all convention
alism, however, is dangerous. 

We can sympathize with those who are not content 
with our non-growth patterns. We deplore the medioc
rity of less than total commitment. The only way we can 
make progress is by not . putting our dreamers in 
straightjackets. Liberating dreams and visions are 
very rare among us because we impose such restric
tions upon our dreamers. But even dreamers are under 
obligation . to refrain from the kind of "openness" that 
would cut us loose from all experience and force us to 
act toward-moral sin for instance-as if nothing like 
this had ever happened before, and we must find a con
temporary way of dealing with this "alternate life 
style." Our attitude toward all sin today is affected by 
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this uopenness, more than by what the Bible says. If 
churches surrender to this total "openness" we will be 
robbed of all the Bible says on the subject of sin. "Open
ness" paralyzes our ability to act quickly enough to 
avoid disaster because it robs us of all our pre
conditioning regarding a sinful situation. Sinfulness 
becomes "another life-style" while we are re-learning 
how to deal with it. 

On the other side of the coin (most coins have two 
sides) there is need for enough openness to admit the 
need for change and to energize the ability to effect it. 
We are so tradit.ion bound, change comes most times at 
awful cost. A man ahead of his time is often martyred 
by his brethren. You can get burned at the stake because 
you insist that the world is not flat. We ought not to an
nihilate our dreamers. 

Change is inevitable. We should effect it with a mini
mum of confusion and with as little damage to stability 
as possible. If unity is lost or stability weakened in a 
congregation by the violent and radical introduction of 
chagne, the result however novel, is not worth the cost. 
Shattered churches are the result of clashes between 
"complete openness" and tradition bound "closed mind
edness." Both are to blame. Usually the entrenched posi
tion of the orthodox gives the "ins" an advantage and 
they can usually brand the innovators as apostates. 
Powerful, liberating practices are extremely difficult 
to effect. Change comes slowly. 

The church must reserve a place for its structure for 
visionaries. They must be protected like a swarm of 
bees protects the queen. This is where self perpetuation 
is guaranteed in the church. Discouraging times would 
prove hopeless for us and the church would be doomed, 
if we did not protect that element that produces visions 
of renewal. It is right that we prove the spirits, whether 
they be of God, but it is wrong to deny them a hearing 
and their dreams consideration. The prophetic voice still 
has a place in the church. 

We must encourage preachers and elders to address 
the problems we face today, and find solutions. Too 
many churches are stagnant. There must be a better 
way. And when, and if, we find it, there will be, beyond 
that, still a better way. Times will continue to change. 
We have men in the church equal to anything the future 
has in store. They must be protected and encouraged. 
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God's Fail-Safe System 
ROY HOLLAND 

Some excellent articles have appeared recently on the mean
ing of love, the need for commitment and the permanence of 
marriage. We would like to present some practical suggestions 
for applying the healing power of God's wisdom to the conflicts 
that may severely disrupt a horne. 

Engineers have devised a fail-safe system that incorporates 
the concept of double redundancy, or parallel systems, each with 
its own back-up, to assure the instrument won't fail. God has 
designed man with his own fail-safe system, and given us 
through Jesus Christ, a perfect example of how it works. As one 
follows him he is able to maintain the proper relationship be
tween his life in Christ and a life that must be lived in the 
world. Four qualities are required: 

A Willingness To Give, With Little Concern For What Is Re
ceived In Return Is Needed. We are the survivors of the "me" 
attitudes of the 60's and 70's. Returning is the attitude of 
treating others as we wish to be treated. In I John 3:16-20 we 
learn that what we do speaks more clearly than anything we say. 
This provides an excellent means of measuring the depth of our 
spirituality. 

Paul reminded the Ephesian elders that Jesus had said "It 
is more blessed to give than to receive." True happiness comes 
from being a giver. One must not hang on to the "No, mine," 
"me first" attitude of the selfish young toddler. 

He Must Have An Uncommon Submission. How vividly we 
remember his death each Lord's Day. In Mark 14:36 we hear 
Jesus plead with his Father to let this cup pass from him. 
"Everything is possible ... if you will." This attitude of ac
cepting submission was not an attitude suddenly developed to 
help him die gracefully and peacefully. This he had learned 
throughout life-and this was the response of a man, not an 
angel. 

The Hebrew writer tells us Jesus was heard for his submission. 
A fist clenched in anger, a petulant pout or a cry of rebellion 
would never have been heard. While he was not relieved of his 
burden, he was given strength. Through Christ we can gain the 
strength for submission, no matter how difficult the problem 
may seem to the natural man. 

I Peter 1:13, 14, 22, 23 is the holding order for the Christian. 
When man gives up, God's child is just beginning to hold on. 
He does what is right, regardless of what is pleasant. He chooses 
to do the spiritually proper thing regardless of what the natural, 
carnal man would choose to do. 

An Uncommon Love Is Imperative-A Lov~ That Loves The 
Unlovable-And Loves 'Though Love Is Not Returned. This love 
is a vital ingredient for a foundation strong enough to give 
solid support to a home. Some foundations may crumble. 

Financial strength can fail
Physical attraction may fade
Sexual interest may wane
Health may be lost-

Each of these have great value, but a lasting relationship must 

begin with or develop a basis superior to any of these. Marriage 
is a commitment before God, involving even the temple of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Catherine Marshall, in A Man Called Peter gives a beautiful 
definition of the marriage that .uses Ephesians 5 :21-33 as its 
cornerstone, and I Peter 3:1-7 as its keystone. "The perfect 
marriage must be a perfect blend of the spiritual, the physical, 
the social and the intellectual ... we have to fall in love with 
the inner person ..• include him in every part of your marriage, 
and he will lift it above the mundane to something beautiful 
and rare." 

While the "right of possession" is taught by Paul in I Cor. 
7:2-5, the responsibility of caring will receive far greater em
phasis in the thoughts and actions of the Christian husband and 
wife. In all aspects of their relationship each will want to provide 
for the other an environment where the greatest opportunity 
for spiritual growth will be available. 

God's attitude toward divorce is well documented but we know 
separation may still come. But he who has given us the ideal 
plan has provided the way for us to accomplish it. This uncom
mon love will work if only one wills, and the other will allow it 
to work. But how much happier the home if each member has 
agape love toward all others. 

We may assume God would want us out of that which, given 
oppportunity, he might give us strength to bear and wisdom to 
make beautiful. He will hear us for our reverent submission, do 
what is best for us, and show us how to handle it that we might 
look back with rejoicing, and not with regret. 

An Uncommon Spirit Of Forgiveness Is Essential, because of 
our human frailties. In a troubled marriage, as is any conflict 
situation, we should see Christ, our Lord and Master-our exam
ple-on the cross. The words of Jesus on the cross "Forgive •.. 
they do not know what they are doing" could be so very ap
propriate in most family fights. 

The imperative for the forgiveness of others is our own 
sinfulness, our own need of forgiveness, which is ours through 
the death of Jesus Christ. An attitude of forgiveness will make 
penitence and change so much easier. The proper attitude to
ward our companion removes a very real barrier between us 
and our God. 

Because of the intimacy of the relationship, any conflict in 
marriage will be magnified in importance. But it is no secret as 
to how God's fail-safe system works. Combine liberal measures 
of the love of John 3 :16 and Romans 5: 6, 8, make it a part of 
your heart then express it as directed in Ephesians 5. 

Such lo~e may seem totally selfless but what it does for the 
lover is worth more than any cost involved. He is walking hand 
in hand with our Savior and carries out the intent of God when 
he "brought her to the ~an," having looked at his creati?n, and 
pronounced that "it was very good." May it ever be so Wlth you 
is our prayer. 

Box 1899, Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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Norman Lear Is a Bad Eggl 
ARLIE J. HOOVER 

Norman Lear, who has been insulting our intelligence for 
years with inane TV programs like Soap and Mary Hartman, 
has lately taken to outraging our intelligence with some com
mercials. 

Not commercials to sell soap or deodorant, mind you, but 
commercials to see his special brand of "tolerance." With an 
initial contribution of $300,000 out of his own pocket, Lear 
helped found the tax-exempt organization, "People for the 
American Way." 

Just what is the American way? 

Toleration! Not puritanical moralizing carried on by the 
"fundamentalist superstars of evangelistic religious broadcast
ing," to use Lear's words, but toleration. 

How does Lear illustrate toleration? By showing how different 
people like eggs cooked in different ways. One voice on the 
commercial finds eggs with onion in them a horrible thought, 
while a second voice refers to eggs with cream cheese as dis
gusting. At the end of a lively exchange on varieties of cooked 
eggs, the moderator concludes: "The right to have and express 
your opinions. Freedoms of thought. That's the American Way." 

Does Mr. Lear honestly think that this little ditty on people's 
egg preferences properly illustrates the issue here-which is 
violence, sex, filth, crime, falsehoods, and stereotypes on TV? 

We have here a classical case of the logical fallacy called 
"Misuse of Analogy," where you try to prove something by a 
faulty comparison with something else. A student once wrote 
this gem of cerebration to justify his sloth: "The brain is like 
a sponge. A sponge can hold just so much water. The brain also 
can hold just so much knowledge. Therefore, you must stop 
studying after a certain point." 

As a matter of fact, the brain does not acquire knowledge 
like a sponge soaks up water, so this is a very crude analogy. 
When you try to draw hard and fast conclusions from crude 
analogies your argument becomes fallacious. Mr. Lear surely 
doesn't expect us to conclude that the contents of Little House on 
the Prairie and Soap are comparable to fried versus scrambled 
eggs. 

To illustrate, why don't we just run a really raw movie on 
family prime time, like, say, The Great Texas Chain Saw Mas
sacre? Surely some folks would like this spectacle of human 
beings being mutilated, sawed, mangled, and butchered. It's no 
different from liking western omelettes, you know. Let's have 
the entire family view this fantastic orgy of sawed off limbs, 
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falling entrails, and blood all over the place. If you like that 
kind of thing, that's okay, that's just the American way! 

Is this what we want on family prime time? Do we want our 
children watching a madman cutting off people's arms and legs 
with a chain saw? Is this issue appropriately symbolized by 
preferences between eggs? 

No. When you get to a chain saw massacre I think you should 
say "Now, that's really disgusting!" But Lear seems to say that 
your disgust is just a personal, subjective preference, a private 
opinion that you shouldn't force on other people. Is it any won
der that the Supreme Court can't define obscenity, when men 
like Lear dictate so much of our TV content? 

You actually put down the moral convictions of people when 
you compare them to cooking eggs. You should find a better 
analogy to illustrate the gravity of ethical convictions. People 
don't like to have their deepest beliefs iUustrated with such a 
trivial example. 

But, then, if Lear had used a more serious example, he couldn't 
have made his plea for toleration, could he? It's easy to preach 
toleration when the differences between people are trivial. Not 
even Norman Lear believes in being tolerant when it comes to 
his highest value: toleration. When you preach toleration, aren't 
you saying that we must not tolerate the intolerant? 

After much meditation on the new egg fight to counter the 
Moral Right, I feel a sneaking suspicion welling up within me 
that Norman Lear is a moral relativist. He seems to be saying 
that there are no absolutes, that morality is just personal, sub
jective preference. When Hitler killed Jews I suppose he could 
just say, "Weii, you know, I like my eggs cooked differently 
from you!" 

Why doesn't Mr. Lear start up a new TV series where the 
error of racism is presented in a favorable light, where Jews 
and blacks get kiiied every episode? Surely there are enough 
sadists in America to provide a market for such a series. Sadists 
have their tastes, too, you know, they deserve our toleration. 

What? You say racism is wrong? What does "wrong" mean? 
Isn't that just your subjective preference? If adultery can be 
presented on TV in a favorable light, why not racism? 

Any society that listens to such nonsense very long is ob
viously in decline. Furthermore, such a culture deserves to de
cline. The Court says we can't define obscenity. Lear says all 
TV tastes are like cooking eggs. Where does this farce end? I'll 
tell you, it ends in anarchy. It ends in social dissolution. It ends 
with a society being conquered or destroyed by another culture 
that hasn't yet lost its senses. 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 
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About Our Callings • Life Ln 

WM. KAY MOSER 

I have often wondered if I should not have listened to my Uncle 
Archie Moser. He was the wise old philosopher of the playing 
group. He strolled nonchalantly out of the kitchen where Grand
ma was drinking her coffee, dragging his feet and giving out to 
an admiring nephew his soliloquy about the callings of life. "The 
doctor," he would say, "is never at home. And the preacher is 
never at home. A woman and children have a high price to pay 
for their husband and father to preach or minister to the sick." 
He would saunter around the walnut tree a time or two and add, 
"Now the farmer is always at home, and though he does not 
have much he has that little with him all the time." 

In those days the only kind of preacher was the type who made 
his own living at something besides, and went away from home 
to preach weeks at a time. The doctor didn't sit in his air
conditioned office and tell the patients to either come by his 
place or give up the ghost, but went far and near, and was out 
of the office more than in it. Anyone needing a physician in those 
days was too sick to get out of bed and ride a wagon a few miles. 
Or, so they thought at least. 

I have been a preacher for thirty years, and Uncle Archie has 
been a farmer for a while longer than that. I have been away 
from home very little, but have moved my family and belongings 
from one house to another fourteen times. I have not always 
been able to grow a garden and harvest it, much less plant a tree 
and eat fruit from it. The methods of preaching have changed, 
as has doctoring, but whether for the better is debatable. At 
least the minister in those days had a house to stay in after his 
life's work was done, or he could no longer preach for some 
reason. 

The wise old philosopher who circled the walnut tree as he lec
tured was five years my senior, and was all of eleven or twelve 
at the time, and the probability is great that he had just come 
from a motherly lecture that involved aspirations for her 
youngest son. Nor did I know then that Grandmother was likely 
surveying the vicissitudes of her own life and wonderi'ng or 
wishing that things had been different or better. Since I have 
had a son come along I have heard my wife lecture him about 
what he could and should do in life, and sh~ always advises him 
to do something there is greater financial rewards connected 
with than there is with preaching the gospel. 

When Uncle Archie and I were strapping boys being a doctor 
didn't pay much better than preaching, unless you counted your 
bad debts as income. By the time our boys are old enough to 
have families the labor market may call for things unheard of 

today. Just like the father of the walnut tree farmer, I know one 
preacher who has what little he has had close by him. That small 
amount has been enough, at least to this point, just like God 
promised. Cantankerous brethren who either had the money bag 
or who controlled it seem to have flourished like boll weevils in 
wet weather, and they are apparently immune to all the gospel 
sprays and powders we have been able to ride the rows with. 

And how did the advice to be a farmer turn out for Uncle 
Archie? He has had drought, mildew and weevils in his grain, 
and diseases among his cattle. His tractors and trucks break 
down, and expensive machinery fails. Braving the Kansas heat 
and blizzard has been about as bad as cold shoulders and cutting 
tongues of self-appointed bishops I have withstood. In the present 
assessment my needs are supplied as well as his. All we can use 
is all we can use. Were his creditors to pounce upon him and 
exact payment they might carry off a little more than I own, 
but were unsavory winds to blow too long they could leave him 
as forlorn as I. I have breathed city air for the most part, and 
he the dust that came more directly from the soil. 

What Grandma didn't tell him that morning that he came out 
into the yard to lecture me was that the same Protector that 
looks out for farmers does the same for preachers and vice versa. 
While my wife has gone to school or office to pay college bills, 
so has his. I have not heard him say he wishes he had gone a 
different road, and I certainly have no regrets. 

Grandma's sister Mary was married to Joe H. Blue, a pioneer 
preacher in the North Arkansas area. He was often gone all 
summer, and his wife had to tend the garden and milk the cows. 
But that was no more than Grandma did-so it didn't seem to 
matter that much whether the husband was a farmer or 
preacher. It is likely that Uncle Joe was gone and some of the 
older children had to go down the road a mile and assist her with 
some chores, and that likely prompted the remarks at the break
fast table, which in turn was the cause of Uncle Archie's ser
monette in the yard. 

Now, Grandma has long been with her Maker, as has Aunt 
Mary. Their children long ago were grandparents and great
grandparents. They all came out about as even in this world as 
has Uncle and I. It goes to show that what we do in this world is 
not measured, in the long run, by what we do to pay expenses. 
The hope that we leave this world with is what makes the dif
ference, and that is unaffected by our occupation or profession. 

Rt. 5, Box 136, N. Little Rock, Ark. 72118 
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• tn (}real r/J,.ilain 
CLIFTON INMAN 

Andrew Gardiner, a minister of the Sighthill church in Edin
burgh, Scotland, provided me an opportunity in May of this year 
to visit with congregations in England and Scotland .. The fel
lowship was spiritually edifying to the highest degree. The work 
and growth of the church is encouraging. 

John Allen Hudson visited the British Isles in the 1940s or 
'50s and reported the churches to be few and struggling. Though 
the number may seem few to us today, the change is remarkable. 

Numerical Status 
A 1981 Directory published by Lenn Channing of Aylesbury 

shows a total of 67 congregations in England, Eire (Ireland), 
North Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, with a total listed member
ship of 2,106. Only 11 of these are shown as having elders. 

The statistics, broken down by area are as follows: England: 

1,335 members (3 not listing number), 40 congregations, 7listing 
elders; Scotland: 522 members (3 not listing members), 15 con
gregations, 4 listing elders; North Ireland: 186 members (2 not 
listing members), 6 congregations, none listing elders; Eire 
(Ireland) : 20 members (2 not listing members), 3 congregations, 
none listing elders; Wales: 43 members (1 not listing members), 
3 congregations, none listing elders. 

Aylesbury, Brandon, Corby, Ilderton Road (London), Wem
bley (London), Loughborough, Morley, Northampton, Wigan 
(Albert St.), in England each lists 60 or more members with 
Corby and Wembley (in London) showing more than a hundred 
members each. East Kilbride (North Glasgow), Glenrothes, and 
Peterhead in Scotland each has 70 members or more with none 
over 75. Belfast in Northern Ireland has two congregations with 
memberships of 50 and 75 each. 

Papers 

There are two excellent religious journals being published in 
England: The Christian Worker, edited by Albert Winstanley; 
and Truth /0'1' Today, edited by L. H. Channing. 

Schools 

L. H. Channing, probably the oldest of living English evan
gelists (age 66) oversees a correspondence school which gives 
lessons and study pitched on a much higher level than most cor
respondence courses. He wishes it to be on a college level. One 
hundred fifty or more have been enrolled in this course in the last 
year. Individual congregations also give correspondence work to 
applicants in some of the courses prevalent in America. 

Joe Nisbet heads the British Bible School at Corby. This school 
was formerly located in North Ireland. Nineteen young men were 
enrolled in this school this spring. Joe is assisted on a regular 
basis by Frank Worgan and Albert Winstanley, two outstand
ing Bible scholars and teachers. 

This school promises to be a source of much growth for the 
church in the isles in the years. ahead. Within ten years they 
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will graduate from one to two hundred men who will become 
well prepared preachers for that area. These will greatly add 
to the evangelistic thrust of the church in the United Kingdom. 

This school needs help from brethren in America. The best 
way brethren here can help is by providing scholarships for 
young men who are enrolled in the school and who will enroll 
there. Let me urge many of you to consider this. Should you 
wish more information, write to Joe Nisbet, 35 Kingsbrook, 
Corby, Northants, England. 

Their Worship 
One is struck very quickly with a difference in the worship of 

brethren in England and those in America. Theirs has a quiet 
dignity and an unhurried approach. When they sing the leader 
of the songs sits in his seat back in the audience. They stand for 
nearly every song and sing every verse. Yes, their singing is 
of the highest quality, at least in the congregations• which I 
visited. 

When they introduce a visiting speaker they do not build him 
up with a prolonged and flattering introduction. In fact, they 
seem to cringe from this American custom. 

After those who wait on the audience have passed the bread 
of the Lord's Super to them they come back to the front and sit 
down for two or three minutes of contemplation, then serve 
the fruit of the vine after thanks is said, return to the front, 
sit down and take the cup themselves and engage in another two 
or three minutes of contemplation. After the audience is dis
missed at the end of the worship period everyone takes his seat 
and slowly begins to visit with his neighbors. It is usually thirty 
to forty-five minutes before all have gone home. 

The church in the British Isles is going to grow rapidly in the 
future. May God bless them in keeping their simple humility and 
steadfastness. 

3316 Sixth Avenue, Parkersburg, WV 26101 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. o. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'7Q'7. _ .· 
>-: - '- - . ·- . 
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The Preacher and His Money ( 4) 
GLEN CROWE 

Income Tax (Cont'd) 
In the book of Romans, chapter 13 and 

ve.rse 6 we are told, "For this cause pay ye 
tribute also: for they are God's ministers 
at~en~!ng cont!m~ally upon this vez;. 
thmg. The Christian must be honest in all 
things, and this includes the Internal 
Revenue. To cheat on our income tax re
turn is no different from stealing out of 
someone's cash register. One preacher told 
me, "Glen, I hate to admit it, but when it 
comes to doing my tax return, I lie and 
chea.t like a dog." Doesn't this preacher 
reahze that he is sinning? I am also amazed 
at the great number of preachers who do 
not file a return at all. In almost every 
workshop that I conduct, there will be one 
or two preachers who do not even bother 
to fill out and mail to I.R.S. a tax return 
This is just as wrong as any sin that ~ 
person can commit. 

I will go even beyond what many think 
I believe that a Christian should not onl~ 
obey the letter of the law but also the 
spirit of the law. We may 'be able to get 
by with something, but we know and God 
k!lows that we are cheating, and that is 
sm. Good stewardship would demand of us 
that we take every deduction that the law 
allows and pay no more taxes than we 
are supposed to. We ought to be aware of 
what we can and cannot deduct and be 
honest with the government and ~ith our
selves when we do our return. 

Record Keeping 
It is very important that you keep good 

records. In fact, if you have no record, then 
no deductions. If an item is over $25.00, 
you need a receipt, but if it is under 
$26.00, then you just need a record. The 
record should show the date, item, cost, 
and purpose. The best way that I have 
f~und to keep records is by keeping a 
d1ary. Each day you can write down where 
~ou went and what you .did, and note any 
Items of expense that you had in your 
work. 

Up to the present time, the preacher has 
been able to use Schedule C, but now I.R.S. 
says that the preacher must be given a 
W-2 form by the church and that he can
not use Schedule C anymore. You still need 
a record of all business expense and when 
you do your tax return, put all of them on 
the employee expense form. When you fill 
out Schedule SE for social security, you 
do not use the amount on your W -2 form, 
but. the amount on your W -2 less employee 
busmess expense. If part of your salary 
is established as a house allowance, then 
the. W-2 form should not show this amount. 
Neither should it show the amount the 
church paid for your medical insurance 
and tax shelter program. While the house 
allowance and tax shelter must be added 
back for social security, they are elimi
nated from your income for income tax 
purposes. 

Auto Expense 
You can deduct the actual cost of run

ning your car or truck, or you can take 
the fi:Ced . mileage rate. The fixed mileage 
rate 1s figured at 20¢ per mile for the 

first 15,000 miles, and 12¢ per mile for 
those over 15,000. Add to this amount your 
parking fees and tolls. For cars that have 
been or are considered fully depreciated 
the rate is 10¢ a mile for all business mile~ 
age. You can change methods of figuring 
your cost from year to year, but you can
no~ change to the fixed mileage rate if you 
claimed .depreciation and did not use the 
straight line method, or if you claimed 
additional first year depreciation. If you 
take the fixed mileage, you must be able 
to prove that you actually drove the miles 
claimed in business. The best way I know 
?ow to do this is b~ keeping a diary. Also, 
If you take the mileage you cannot take 
any oth~r deductions such as gas, repairs, 
taxes, tires, etc. 

Depreciation 
You can deduct a reasonable allowance 

for the use of, wear, and tear of property 
use~ in your work. This would be any 
~qu1pme~t such. as a typewriter, pro
Jector, f1lms, office furniture, etc. If you 
purchase a set of books, you need to set 
them up on depreciation, and if you have 
a library that you have never deducted, 
then you can depreciate it. You can either 
list items separately or group similar 
assets as one item when filling in the 
schedule. 

Interest on Business Indebtedness 
If you purchase office equipment or 

furniture and finance it, you can deduct 
the interest you pay on them. If you go 
back to school to improve your skills as a 
minister, and borrow money for this 
~chooling, ~t _is deductible and also any 
mterest pa1d 1s deductible, 

Gifts 
Any gift that you give to the members 

of the church that is intended to build or 
maintain a better working relationship is 
deductible. This would be graduation gilts 
shower gifts, wedding gifts, flowers, etc: 
Also, any contribution that you should 
make to a. college, camp, or campaign 
would be considered a business gift. 

Telephone 
If you have a telephone in your house 

that you must pay the base cost, then I 
suggest that you count one-half of it as 
house allowance, and one-half as a busi
ness expense. Any long distance calls that 
you make in relation to your work is also 
deductible. 

Travel 
The test as to whether or not you can 

deduct meals while away from home is if 
you spent the night. If you spend the night, 
you can deduct the meals while away from 
home as wen· as the night's lodging. 

Clothing And Cleaning 
The Gospel preacher cannot take any 

deduction for clothes or cleaning. If you 
wore a robe or a special uniform, then you 
could deduct that, but until we begin 
wearing the black suits with the collar 
turned backward, this is one deducation 
that you cannot claim. 

Entertainment 
Any money that you spend to entertain 

members of the congregation where you 

preach is deductible. If you have a family 
over one evening for dinner write .down 
in your diary the date, the ~ames of the 
peol?le present, and the value of the food. 
Busme~s entertainment is defined as any 
ent~rta~nment that you do to build or 
mamtam a better working relationship. 
For most preachers, this will amount to 
hundreds of dollars per year. 

Child Care 
I~ ~t is _necessary for your wife to make 

~ VISit with you, or to attend some meet
mg, and you have to hire someone to keep 
your children, then you need to record the 
date, name, and amount. Other items that 
can be deducted as a business expense are 
books, publications, and office supplies. 
Most preachers buy a book for one lesson 
or thought, and after it is used it is placed 
on the shelf and never used again. There
fore, unless it is a set of books you are 
better off to just deduct all b~oks pur
chased during the year. You cannot de
duct sec.ul.ar .Papers or magazines, but you 
can rehg1ous JOUrnals and publications. 
Postage used to mail business mail is a 
good item for many preachers to .deduct. 
But remember, you must have a record of 
these items. If you go back to school to 
further your ability as a preacher, then 
all exp~nse for such school is deductible. If 
you pa1d someone to do your tax return or 
for any accounting in your work as a 
preacher, you can deduct the full amount 
on your employee business expense. 

House And Utility Allowance 
In a later article we will deal with the 

subject of the house, but for now just 
this bit of information. Money spent for 
house, utilities, furniture, and upkeep of 
a house are not items that you can deduct 
but rather must be treated as a salar~ 
reduction. There must be a letter of em
ployment or entered into the minutes of a 
meeting that part of your salary is estab
lished as a house allowance. Then your 
salary is reduced by this amount for in
come tax purposes, but added back for so
cial security. 

Medical Insurance And 
Term Life Insurance 

The church can pay the cost of your 
medical insurance and up to $60 000.00 of 
term life insurance, and you do' not have 
to show it as income for income tax or 
social security purposes. 

Contribution 
When you make your contribution direct 

into the treasury, you cannot deduct it as 
a business deduction, but you can use it 
on your itemized deduction. However, if 
you had the church to withhold your con
tribution from your check, then it would 
not have to be reported as income to you. 

If every preacher would keep a record 
of all these expenses, it would for most 
preachers reduce by a great amount what 
you have to pay for taxes and social se
curity. 

All personal deductions are listed on 
Schedule A. The standard deduction for 
married persons filing a joint return is 
$3,400.00, if married and file a separate 
return the standard deduction is $1,700.00 
and for a single person it is $2,300.00. If 
your personal deductions are less than 

· (Continued on page 12) 
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Good News Is for the Telling 
"It is written: 'I believed; therefore 1 
have spoken.' With that same spirit of 
faith we also believe and therefore 
speak." II Corinthians 4:13. 

In II Kings chapters six and seven we 
read of a time when the city of Jerusalem 
was besieged. The plight of the city was 
such that people ate their own children. 
Four lepers stood outside the city con
templating their fate. Finally they decided 
to go to the enemy camp: "if they kill us 
we shall but die." They found the camp 
empty and food everywhere. The lepers 
ate their fill and proceeded to hide much 
more for future use. Then, in the midst 
of their selfishness they said : 

"We are not doing right. This is a day 
of good news ... now therefore come, let 
us go and tell the king's household." II 
Kings 7:9 

The lepers ran with the news. The peo
ple of the city came and ate-the day of 
starvation became the day of salvation. 

Remember that the food was there be
fore the city knew about it. The lepers 

On the Use of Terminology 
Most everything can be described ac

curately in a number of ways. This is par
ticularly true in the area of what we might 
call "Christian terminology." We notice 
th~t our Creator is called by many names. 
His son also has many names. His follow
ers on earth can be described accurately 
with many terms. This truth is so evident 
it hardly needs mentioning. But perhaps 
some of the implications of our use of 
terminology need examination. 

Take as an example our conversion, the 
event whereby we are saved by the blood 
of Christ. We can accurately use many 
terms to describe this occasion. We could 
say we were "baptized into Christ" or 
"born of the Spirit" or that we "came to 
the Lord" or "died to the old life" or that 
we simply "believed." I could go on and 
on with accurate terms describing this 
moment of regeneration (another accurate 
term). 

But what of our own personal termi
nology-the words we tend to use most 
often in conversation? Do we lock in on 
one way of referring to something and 
thereby reveal more than we intended 
about what we believe is important? Do 
we, for example, tend toward mentioning 
baptism to the exclusion of other terms as 
though it were the most important thing 
to us? Is it the most important thing? 
After all, there is a lot more going on in 
conversion than baptism! This is the mo
ment when the very Spirit of God 
descends into our mortal selves. But do 
we often talk as though this were an im
portant part of the proceedings? Do we 
ever talk as though we thought God's part 
in calling us out of the world was even 
happening? Yet, any time we say, "I was 
baptized into Christ" or "I obeyed the 
Lord" we might just as easily (and ac
curately) say "God called me." 

Don't misunderstand me. I am not say-
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ELMER PROUT 

had eaten before the news got out. They 
were filled while others still starved. 
There was goad news but that news had to 
be told before it could save the city. GOOD 
NEWS IS FOR THE TELLING! 

"How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 
tidings, who publishes peace, who 
brings good tidings of good, who pub
lishes salavation." Isaiah 52:7 

Hearing the news about Jesus and then 
telling that news has been the mark of 
people who accept Jesus as the Christ. 
When Andrew met the Lord he "first 
found his brother Simon, and said to him, 
'We have found the Messiah' (which 
means Christ). He brought him to Jesus." 
(John 1 :35-42) Immediately after he 
talked to Jesus "Philip found Nathanael, 
and said to him, 'We have found him of 
whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth . . . 
Come and see." (John 1 :43-51) The 
woman who talked to Jesus at the well in 
Samaria went back to the city and urged 
others to meet Jesus. Many believed in 

BILL BRYANT 

ing we should avoid this or that particular 
term. Rather, we ought to examine the im
plications of all the biblical terms and let 
them all guide us in our conception of the 
thing itself. Then we ought to incorporate 
a broader vocabulary as our understand
ing of the thing grows, always remem
bering that no one term will give us the 
entire meaning of the thing we are 
describing. 

Let us look at a few examples that 
should help to clarify this idea. In describ
ing another person who has been forgiven 
by God, do we say he is "a member of 
the Church" or "in the Lord" or "a fellow 
disciple" or simply a "Christian?" All 
these descriptions are true of the child of 
Gad (which is yet another accurate term). 
But how often do we lock in on one term 
and fail to gain a deeper understanding of 
the thing by familiarizing ourselves with 
the rich meanings found in a variety of 
terms? 

When referring to God, do .we say "the 
Lord" or "our Father" or "the Creator" 
or (is it possible?) "my Rock" or "the 
King?" When speaking of our Savior, do 
we speak of him (I mean in normal con-· 
versation) as the "Morning Star" or 
"Lion" or "Dayspring?" Could it be that 
our vocabulary is limited because our 
understanding of these things is limited? 
Would our vocabulary increase if we could 
begin to grasp the amazing depth of mean
ing in the rebirth of an individual? Of the 
majesty of God? Or the burning love of 
Christ? 

It is my hope that a broadened vocabu
lary will help us to become more and more 
acquainted with the riches of meaning 
upon meaning hidden within these various 
terms and that in the process we will learn 
never to imagine a thing is only as big as 
our present understanding of it. 
40 Dale wood, Searcy, AR 72143 

him as a result of her words. (John 4: 
1-42) 

Saul of Tarsus went to Damascus to 
persecute the church. As it turned out, 
however, he heard the word of Christ and 
became a Christian. "Immediately he pro
claimed Jesus, saying 'He is the Son of 
God.'" (Acts 9 :20-22) Later Saul, then 
called Paul, would say: 

"For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to 
me if I do not preach the gospel!" I 
Corinthians 9:16 
"I am under obligation both to Greeks 
and to barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the foolish : so I am eager to preach 
the gospel to you also who are in Rome." 
Romans 1:14, 15 
"It has always been my ambition to 
preach the gospel where Christ was not 
known ... 'Those who were not told 
about him will see, and those who have 
not heard will understand.' " Romans 
15:20,21 

Across the centuries that has been the 
pattern of discipleship. Today the pattern 

(Continued on page 11) 

On Degrees of Faith 
JEFF HOOD 

The Bible makes a plain distinction 
between believers and non-believers. 
Whether the subject discussed is belief in 
the existence of God himself, acceptance 
of Jesus as Lord, or any number of other 
areas, the Word recognizes the possibility 
of two responses-acceptance or rejection. 

But God also recognizes degrees of faith 
among those who are believers. Jesus 
spoke of the great faith of the Centurian. 
Peter states that "we have the word of 
the prophets made more certain." Their 
words were true and right, since they came 
from God himself. But having experienced 
the Christ and the joy of living the God
directed life makes more of an impression 
than reading about it in a book. 

Many Christians who begin to consider 
the depth of their faith have to wrestle 
with this concept. They see God calling 
them to believe. And they want to believe. 
But they experience doubt in their lives 
and wonder if they are really pleasing 
God. They may reason that since God calls 
us to give him all that we are and have-
"living sacrifices"-any shortcoming on 
their part shows they are faithless. A 
realization that there are degrees of faith 
within the members of the Christian com
munity could help to reduce this anxiety. 

God does not call us to be machines. He 
calls us to live lives of faith. That doesn't 
mean that we'll never doubt, never have 
an anxious moment. It doesn't mean that 
we'll be victorious over every challenge. It 
does mean that we will continue to look to 
God for strength and keep coming back to 
him even when we've been less than we 
feel we could have been. The man of faith 
keeps on walking. Not because he's per
fect. Not because it will earn him some
thing. But because God calls him to such 
a life of persistence. That is what it 
means to walk by faith. 
2002 60th, Lubbock, Texas 79412 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Austin Emery writes about the im
portance of teaching "babes in Christ." 
Thank you, Bro. Emery. 

Bro. Emery with the church in Farm
ington, N.M.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 
564, Salado, Texas 76571 

A Spiritual Nursery: The New· 
Converts Class 
AUSTIN H. EMERY 

Picture the delivery room scene at a 
large hospital: babies being born and much 
rejoicing following by parents, grandpar
ents and friends. However, imagine that 
you can see behind the scenes and hear the 
doctor announce his job complete and the 
nurses turn from the infant to help de
liver the next. The infant is on his own· 
no feeding, no tender care; left alone I 
Such a scene would be, to express it mild
ly, absurd. If anything like it occurred the 
wrath of an entire community would be 
expressed quickly. Rightly so. 

Shift the scene: now see an individual 
born into the family of God. Christians re
joice as the new babe comes out of the 
waters of baptism cleansed of sin and a 
part of the family of God. Songs are sung 
and prayers offered as this grand and 
glorious moment is appreciated by all. 
Shall it now stop? Shall all turn to seek 
more converts and leave the new babe in 
Christ alone? It happens, and when it 
does we need to be just as upset as we 
would concerning the physical situation 
first described. 

New Christians need nurture. This is 
biblical. Matthew's account of what we 
term the "great commission" has a "teach" 
prior to the new birth and a following 
"teach" concerning all the Lord has for 
his people. It is negligence on the part of 
those who would bring a new child into 
God's family and then abandon the baby 
in ~hrist t~ his or her own. Nurturing, 
carmg, feedmg, loving and sharing are as 
much (if not more) needed in the spiritual 
realm as in the physical. 

Methods vary; there is more than one 
way to accomplish this. One effective way 
is to provide a spiritual nursery; a class 
especially for new Christians. In this man
ner the new brother and sister can be 
guided through a "crawling" stage to a 
"walking" stage in Christian development. 

Such a class needs solid content. New 
Christians come from a variety of back
grounds. We dare not assume any prior 
understanding of God's Word. Whether 
from religious or non-religious situations 
new Christians have probably had little of 
the sincere milk of the Word. Most will 
have no inkling of the true nature of the 
church as presented in the New Testa
ment. A majority will not know where to 
begin nor how to proceed with individual 
study of God's Word. Numerous new 
Christians do not really know how to pray. 
It is common for a new Christian to be 
married to one not yet converted and 

guidance is needed for family living in 
such situations. Although somewhat aware 
it is unlikely that the new child of God 
fully understands the nature and essence 
of worship according to the scriptures. 

In addition to knowledge, often the new 
Christian has been the center of attention 
for the one who taught him the way of 
the Lor.d. It is important that our new 
family mE>mber know that the same care 
and concern is still there. Christians are 
in need of "brotherhood" wherein they 
have contact with others who are spir
itually mature and can be of strength. 
They need introduction to the shepherding 
of the flock by godly leaders and the ser
vice rendered by the servants of the 
church. It is good for them to understand 
that they have become a part of a caring 
community of believers who, while not per
fect, strive towards perfection together. 

A new converts class should also aid in 
involving the new Christian in the life and 
work of the congregation. Because a too
extended separation from the rest of the 
church is not desirable, the class needs a 
definite time-span; afterwards the indi
vidual needs to be in a regular on-going 
Bible class for learning and sharing. 

Who would teach such a class? Someone 
who cares for souls certainly. This is not 
a good class for a novice to "learn to 
teach," but a class wherein those who lead 
have some maturity of faith, understand
ing of God's Word, loving care for breth
ren and alertness to the needs of younger 
members of this grand family of God. 

Everyone involved in the planning, co
ordinating, guiding and teaching of this 
class will be aided if the class is thought 
of as our spiritual nursery. Let's be seri
ous and careful as we nurture new babes 
in the Lord. 
Farmington, New Mexico 

----0,----

Have a Great Rejoicingl 
HUGH E. HALE 

What are we doing to restore the un
faithful child of God? Where do we start? 
Who are the erring ones? These are seri
ous questions, and this is a grave problem 
in the church today. Some congregations 
report that over 10% of their membership 
have not been present in an assembly for 
months and some even years. There is a 
practical and proven ministry for reaching 
out to the unfaithful child of God, called 
the Great Rejoicing. The Great Rejoicing 
is a restoration visitation effort, that in
volves every member of the church. Too 
often we limit ourselves by having only the 
elders or ministers attempting to restore 
the unfaithful. 

Based on Luke 15. here is a brief outline 
of the great Rejoicing program: 

Identify· the unfaithful. This is done 
by keeping attendance records of all 
members for all assemblies for a period 
of at least one year. This is a place to 
start. 

Conduct studies in the Sunday a.m. 
Bible classes for at least four lessons. 
Correlating sermons should be present
ed. Topics for the Bible School lessons 
are: The Danger and Possibility of 
Falling; The Erring Child; The Chris-

Give Them to the Lord 
DORIS KEESE 

Hannah has always been an inspiration 
to me and this vow she makes to God has 
special meaning to parents. We read that 
children are a "gift of the Lord" and many 
of us, as parents, think that our children 
are given to us to .do with as we wish
they are for our blessing-for our enjoy
ment alone. This idea or way of thinking 
can be a roadblock in the spiritual growth 
of our children, especially when they are 
interested in mission work. 

Lack of parental support and consent is 
one of the major obstacles young people 
have to deal with when considering for
eign mission work. This should not be. 
The KJV of I Samuel 1 :28 has Hannah 
saying she "lent" Samuel to the Lord, in
stead of using the word "gave." When we 
lend a garden tool to our neighbor, we feel 
we have the right to retrieve it if we 
think it is not being used properly. In like 
manner, we parents gladly lend our chil
dren to God to use for his work as long as 
it is here at home, but feel we have the 
right to say "no'' when he wants to use 
them for work far away. 

A few years ago, Wayne and I cele
brated our 25th wedding anniversary. I 
had always envisioned that our children 
would have a party for us on that oc
casion, inviting all of our friends. When 
that momentous day arrived though. our 
three sons were on an Aggies for Christ 
trip to the Orient with Bob Davidson and 
our daughter was in Porto Alegre, Brazil 
with the Allen Dutton family. My first 
thought was, ''hey, this isn't how I had 
planned it at all." Then as I reconsidered 
the situation, I thought, "what better gift 
could our children give us for our silver 
anniversary than for them to be on a for
eign mission tour?" 

We as parents can either hinder or help 
our children in mission work. We can say, 
"Oh, I can't bear to have you that far away 
from us; surely you can't think of having 
our first grandchild way over there"; or 
we can say, "I'll miss you, yes, but I will 
help you all I possible can by letters, 
money and emotional support and I will 
give you to the Lord to go anywhere he 
needs you." I would encourage all parents 
to develop the attitude that Hannah por
trays in I Samuel 1 :28 when she says, 
"So now I give him to the Lord. For his 
whole life will be given to the Lord." 
123 Millers Lane, College Station, TX 
77840 

tian's Responsibility to the Erring; and 
the Great Rejoicing. The last lesson ex
plains the actual procedure for visiting. 
During this time of study with the en
tire congregation, teams and leaders 
are selected and trained to visit the un
faithful. The teams consist of eight (8) 
to twelve (12) members with spiritual 
men used as leaders and spokesmen for 
the team. Ministers and elders are not 
used as team leaders because people 
tend to hold them in elevated esteem 
and correct rapport cannot be estab
lished. 

Continued on page 11 
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G. H. P. SHOWALTER LIBRARY 
DONATED TO l NSTITUTE FOR 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES 

G. H. P. Showalter's personal library 
has been donated to the Institu te for Chris
tian Studies in Austin by his daughter, 
Mrs. R. 0. Kenley, Jr. Included in this do
nation are books from the library of R. 0. 
Kenley, Sr., of Houston, Texas. 

As an elder at the University Avenue 
Church in Austin, Showalter was instru
menta l in the founding of the Bible Chair 
at the Univers ity of Texas in 1917. Ad
jacent to the University campus, the In
stitute for Christia n Studies is part of 
the Biblical Studies Center at the Uni
vers ity Avenue Church, which a lso in
cludes a campus minis try program. 

The G. H. P. Showalter library contains 
223 volumes, including rare editions of 
Christian publications from the mid- and 
late-nineteeth centu ry. It was delivered 
to the fnstitute on May 7 by two of Sho
walter's granddaughters, Mrs. 1\lartha 
J ean Ownby and 1\Irs. Margaret F. Good
night. 

Nallon1l Church Furnishings, Inc. 

! 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nash~I~.Tennesset37203 

Phone (615) 254·0~36 
STEEPLES 

IIAPTISTAIES 

~ .......... ---------·-··-----·-·-·-··---·---·---·---..-.1 
~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

I CONTINENTAL CHURCIT BUILDERS, INC. ~ I 2811 Columbine Plucc, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plan.~ Ready to /11eet Your Ncetls ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 
~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~ 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
== : ~. Only for owners of the 

Millennia) Harbinger 
NOW you can quickly 

locate a wealth of 
information with the 

''Millennia) Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennia! Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volume of your set. 

776 pages. Only 819.95 (plus 32.00 postage) 

··························~····························································· ! Sunday through Wednesday Congregational 

• • • • • • • • s•• urc 

usiNGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
(591 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-11,000 participating song d irectors. ) 
Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 
Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 

···-·-·················································································· 
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HAVE A GREAT REJOICING!! 

(Continued from page 9) 

Visitation: All teams receive their as
signments at the same time on a desig
nated evening. If contact is not made 
during the first attempt, two others are 
made during that week. If the unfaithful 
child does not respond after the first 
visit, the assignment is given to another 
team the following week. At least three 
teams visit and the same procedures are 
followed each time with the unfaithful 
being asked to come home to the Lord. 
If the results are still negative, in
dividual workers are assigned to the err
ing for continued contact and personal 
study. After this final effort, discipline 
should be exercised by the congregation. 
Discipline is not an elder function alone, 
it is the responsibility of the whole 
family of God. 

Whenever restoration occurs, the Great 
Rejoicing begins in the home and con
tinues back to the building where the 
elders, ministers, and other brothers and 
sisters have been waiting and praying. 
Those restored are asked to come for
ward at the next assembly so that the 

whole body can continue the Great Re
joicing. 

Summary: In three Great Rejoicing 
campaigns the author has conducted, as 
many as 75% of the unfaithful children 
of God have been restored. Other bene
fits were-increased attendance and 
contribution. Even those on the 
"fringes" were so impressed that they 
became more faithful. Other congrega
tions have used the program and adapt
ed the principles to their church fami
lies and reaped positive results. It is a 
beginning, a place to start and it will 
work if You will. 

Eastside church of Christ, 5905 Flintridge 
Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80918 

GOOD NEWS IS FOR THE TELLING 
(Continued on page 8) 

has reached our door-steps. We too have 
been saved. We have heard good news 
from God-his door of grace is open. The 
bread of life is available in Jesus Christ. 
We have been found and brought to the 
Father's table. That is the best news we 
have ever hear.d. And, it is good news for 
the telling-let us tell it today! 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca 95678 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distri'Ct of New York- For further 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST -
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance! I I 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 
For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street· Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265-3226 
or 

(916) 265-3328 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
o,.: 

cbcR.cbes 01= cbR.fst 
fnsaR.arx:e gR.oap 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.0D for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY .... Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . • . . . • • . • • . • $5,0nD.OO 

• DEDUCTIBLE ....••.. In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • • . • . • . . . . . . • . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ..•••. $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) . • . . • • $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . • • • • • • . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Ser11ing the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 

11 [4911 



THE PREACHER AND 
HIS MONEY ( 4) 

(Continued from page 7) 
these amounts, you would claim the stan
dard deduction, but if they are more, then 
you would want to itemize them. These 
deductions are such things as medical 
expense, contribution, interest, taxes, 
gasoline tax, casualty and theft loss. 
Tompkinsville, Kentucky 

---01---
SECOND ANNUAL YOUTH 

LEADERS SEMINAR 
Michigan Christian College will host 

its second annual Youth Leaders Seminar 
Friday and Saturday, September 18 and 
19. Keynote speakers will be: Wally 
Wilkerson and Don Williams. Other speak
ers in addition to these will be Dr. Len 
Knight of MCC and Randy Gill, Music 
Director at MCC. 

For further information contact Jesse 
Clayton, 800 W. Avon Road, Rochester, 
Michigan 48063, (313) 651-5800. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller tban 1000 cop· 
•es n1u accepted. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1)95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817 /429·1403 

For less Than ° 1 vear-$1o.oo 
0 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho a vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for delivery and hondling on all orders under $10.00. Over $10.00 
odd 10'%. Texas residents odd 5'}'0 sales lax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUST IN, TEXAS 78767 
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THAT THOU 1\IIGHTEST KNOW. S. C. 
Kinningham. Choate Pub. 299p. $7.95 

Expository sennons of the book of Luke, 
in outline form. Precise, pointed and 
preachable. Excellent study material. We 
have not seen anything like it on the book 
of Luke. The expository nature of the 
material makes it almo:;t a commentary. 
It would be an excellent tool for Bible 
teachers. 

SONGS OF HEAVEN. Robert Coleman. 
Revell. 159p. $6.95 

Unique in that the a uthor takes 14 pas
sages from The Revelation and makes 
them the text of a ver y insp irational s tudy 
of "songs heard around the throne." A 
devotional book that will increase your 
appreciation of the majesty and power of 
God, and develop t he spirit of worship. 

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT OF 
FAITH. J oh n Waddy. Choate Pub. 176p. 
$6 

53 essays, or short sermons, on moral 
themes of our times. Especially prominent 
is the author's crusade against the abor
t ion evil. Some telling blows struck here 
against the downrig ht nastiness of our 
social environment. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET: 
FAITH AND ITS COUNTERFEITS. 
Dona ld Bloesch. IVP. 123 p. $3.95 

A hard hitting expose of legalism, 
formalism humani tarian ism, enthusiasm, 
electicism ' and heroism, as the cultic 
counterfeits they are. 

REACHING THE ARABS. Tim Ma
theny Wm. Caret Kubrart, 244 p. $9.95 
Th~ Author grew u p in Beirut, Leba

non, as the son of a misisonary family 
laboring there in t he interest of the gos
pel. He presently serves as Minister of 
Evangelism at the Madison, Tennessee, 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Mlnlalry w011<a wllh lallhlul Clvlallan con· 
tacla on Military lnatallallona wofldwlde thai ara walling lo 
help yO<Jr loved one a - aa IIIey have helped wllh •the 
aplrllua l and phyalcal '-<Ia of lhouaanda of othara during 
the paal IO<Jr yaara. Thta aarvlca Ia lrH! 

Send their nama. complala addreu. phone •nd military 
lnalallallon, II known, along wllh yO<Jr nama. and acldraaa 

~ AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

~' 3201 NOr111 Seventh SlrMI 
Weal Monroe, Loutalana 71281 

Am~rican Military Evanselisins Nationa 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

14 [494] 

church. He presents in th is book the best 
insight we have seen into the problems 
of getting the gospel to Arabs. Every 
Christian interested in evangelizing the 
Middle East should study this book care
fully. 

'When sending a book for review in these 
columns please be sure to include the price, 

A ll hooks reviewed here mny be purchased from 
the .. ~irrn Foundnlion Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for post.n~:e nn d hnndling on orders of $10.00 
or leu; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-· 

Recordex 145 
Noo. 146 
Rr~ula r $589. 
SPt:C1AL DE1, 0W 
MANf'. COST $440.00 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 34!'> 
R egu lar $ 1,7 9!'>. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANf'. COST $1. 195 

Recordex 345 
~-· · ·············· ················ ·· ········ · · · ····· ·· ···~····:···· · ·· ······· · ········· · ······· 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low notsc, h1gh energy 
60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 

--90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
--60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ____ _ = 90 minutes, high energy, . 69 per cassette (100 minimum) ____ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J . P. Kelly, 324 West Park Avenue 
Greenh eld. IN 46140 · 317·462· 3648 

O Check OMoney Order 
card " 

O V1sa OMastercMd exp. date 

Name 

Address 

FRI·:~; City, State, Zip FF Prior Payment Required Free Postage J,AOELS , 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---~-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-· 

KOt 
Can you affordAto build? 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. can h~lp you answer 
this important queshon. 

Church financing is o ur business ... 
serving over 1250 congrega tions of Churches of C_h r ist sine~ 1959 .. . and we 
a re adding congregations each month, who conhnue to buJld. 

Affilia ted Managers, Inc. 
5406 Bell - P.O. Box 7646 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
{806) 352-5603 

F1 

Please send information about your quality ch urch 

financing. 

Nnmo of congregation 

Atlclress 

City SHIIC Zip 

Individual's Nnmc!Functiun in congrc~alion 

Telephone -------------

"The Corners tone of Church Financing" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 4, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregntions seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonurd M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEENoTEXAS 

Southside Church or Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M.-:__ _______ _ 

DENVER. COJ.ORAJ)O 8022R 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. 

-0-K._I""'N,..,....,A_W ___ A.,....-, ......;;;J,.:,A;;:.P~AN.---Hel p.::..;.:_u:..;;s __ w_a-:-t-c:-h--:f;;-:o:-:r 
souls of Christians on Oldnawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., cor.ner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Conve01cnt to 
nation's capital & hiKtol'ic N. Va. Lord's Duy 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00P.M.; Bible Study.9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For trnnsportat!on
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--EnJOY a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA.~I. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. --- ·-------
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or rritmds in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
-u&v AREA scnooL·-=-o-F.......,Pn=--E::-,.A-:-::c=u=I=N=G:---

11300 Dultllu Roacl 
Plenannton. Cnllrornln 94riClO 

James W. Ferguson. Sr •• Dlrector 
NOW WORSHIP-ON -ISLAND OF- KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma~: 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 

967~46~-~~==-=~~~·~~~~~~~ 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15fi55 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle !'rea dro11 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We w1ll contact 

them.·----~~~~~~~~~~~~.----
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 
Paul Harper, 47.;..3=---8_2....,28=·---

--------~M~E=T=R=o~-~DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. EvnnJrelist 
B-R--E=w=E=R~,'""='M:-:AIN~241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AR~A_. _ 
EV ANSVII.LE, INn.:-2205"-E:- Mora-nn A "'e., 
u.s. 400 Em1t Opr•olllltt> K-Mnrt. orne~ 4'17-
S27t. RoltltT Wndt>, MID. 410-4UMJ, 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-VnlleyChnreh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
VUIUA. ARIZ •• mn W. :!8th St. Sunday-

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
.&TT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHlTRC.H OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. W"•l. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79:.-2:P 1 • 

"Preacher wanted: Church of Christ. Eldorado, OK. 
Residence, utilities, llalary aJllll'OX. $280./wk. Prefer 
middle-aged man with children in school. Call Tom 
Bennett 405/633-2635." 
---· PLANNING TO BE IN 

SOUTHERN CALlFORNIA? 
Worship with the 

Church of Christ in Hollvwood 
600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 

Los Angeles, CA 90004 
Sunday worship 11 A.M .. 6 P.M. 

W~dnes•lnv 7:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linf."!e 

Tel. (213) 463-6352 
1% miles south of Hollywo01l and Vine 

(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are consiuermg full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there nrc those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
nsk them to contact Dempsey Simpson at fi12-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78056. 
".t.M~ LU i.MJ!:N !': NUK1'tt.l!:l<N CALl.l<'URNlA. 
Sierra C.liltlren's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacuviale, CA 95688, 
cr call 707 /448-:J557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahom11 74801:..::·-----
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stam1>ed self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Chur<h of Christ, 
617 Hawn, Abilene, TexaR 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized snlnry and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefitS. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED:.""i:-n--::cM:-a-:d,-is_o_n_, ~South 
Dakota, a town of npprox. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P .0. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or <'all (605) 256-6 . .:;8..:.76..;..':.__.,.... 
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Heme, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130. 
This is just across the Ohio Rive1• from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
IC you are interested in further details or an ap
plication, Jllease contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or call (812) 282-82·18 or 
2S2-' 047." 
PREACHER NEEDED: Lake Merr·ed Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. is looking for a full
time minister. Congregation of aJ>proximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
35 to 55 years of age. No elders at present time. 
Salary open. Please contact Jamef Nicho!s (415) 
5S9-2307 or Homer Bradford (415) 334-4676. 
"Wanted: Associnte minister for wngregation of 
375. Primary areas: Education, l'ersonal Work· nnd 
Youth. Prefer mnn under 35 yearK, Call daytime 
918/341-0531 or evenings 918/341-5302. Plense send 
resume to C"ut'!'h of Christ, 319 Blue Starr Dr., 
Claremore, OK 74017." 
"HOW FAMI LIE;;S;.:;.;:,C~A""'N~C""'o""'P~E=-=w=IT=H CANCER" 

Can<·er is a family nffnir. The Christian family 
working as n unit to fight the illness can bring new 
J>eace and strength to their Jives. Learn more from 
the free booklet HOW FAMILIES CAN COPE 
WITH CANCER. For n copy, send a long SASE 
(35<') to Caring-Fa. Box 1:115, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Experienced Preacher, aged 34. Seeks to preach 
Chr·ist crucified among those who trust Him. Wayne 
M"Daniel, 602-~69-773!!. 
"The Albuquei'QUe Christian Children's Home is 
need of a christian coup:e to serve as houseparents 
to abused and neglected children. Good salary ami 
henefits provided. Lornted on 26 acres along the 
Rio Grande. Call AI Maxey, SUJ)erintendent at 505/ 
898-5520 or wt·ite Alhuquerque Christian Children's 
Home. 5700 Taylor Ranch Road NW, Albuquerque, 
NM S7'20." 
EXPEIFENCED PREACHER is looking for a new 
work. Fifteen years preaching experience-last six 
with the same congregation which grew in atten
dance from nbdut 100 to 400. Experience includes: 
Daily radio program: Youth Camp Director 10 
years: Bus Evangelism: Overseas Campaign; _Direc
tor Soul-Winning Workshop: 4-5 Gospel Meetings a 
vear· Director for 5 yrs. of small School of Preach
ing.· For resume and references write: Michael L. 
Knam>ier #21 Cherry Street Estates. Mt. Carmel, 
JL 62S63: or phone: A.C. 61 8 262-7654. _ 
The Gcne!:!et> Illinois congregation is in need of 
a full-time minister to hngin work in Julr. The 
congregation i'l self SUJlporting with approximately 
'jfi menthers. \Ve would invite interested persons to 
write Mr. Larry Tignor, 532 East Prospect, Geneseo, 
IL 6'25·1. 
Lord's Day JWe~whing appointments wante•l. FW I 
Dal'aR nren. Fletcher CnuthPn, P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster, TX 75146. AC 214/224-2800. 

WANTED, ASSOCIATE MINISTER. Emphasis 
used. Salary negotiable. Call 713-722-8536. After 5 
cnll 713-727-8100. Neder:and Church of Christ, 2310 
Nederland, Nederland, TX 77627. 
The Church of Christ in Watirb.:..:u:...r_y_,-c-=o-n-n-. ...,.i_s-:1,..-o-ok:-
ing for a preacher with experience, sound in the 
faith, and a good personal worker. The University 
Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas provides part of 
the support. Send resumes to 27 Bayview Circle 
Wolcott. Ct. 06716 and to the University Church or 
Christ, 733 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 76901. Phone 
203 879-4195. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community or 25,000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
J>Ull>it preaching responsibilities. provide leudership 
for growing personnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs in 
bussing, visitation personnel work, t·adio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
838 Williams. Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
(402) 463-1464 (402) 462-8469. 
PREACHER NEEDED: I•'ull time for Rmall con
gre~otation of approximately 60 members. SJ>iritunl 
maturity and experience desired. Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 

FOR SALE 
Da Lite 18' x 20' elec. projection screen. Ceiling or 
wall mount. Excellent condition $750. Lynn Yocum 
(214) 241-0800, 245-6950. 
Christian man, age 30, married, seeking position 
with a Christian institution or business. Experi
enced in public t·elations, fund raising, sales, and 
management. Richard Coopet·, 1li25'f.! Orange, Abi
lene, Tx. 79601, 915/673-6874. 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 
"lnfm·mnticn on Alaskan an<l OvE'rsens Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. P'lone Call refundable." 
WANTED: Campus Minisbr to work with stu
rlents of Tarleton Stnte University, Stephenville, 
Texas. Must he married. Send rrsume to E'ders. 
Graham Street Church of Christ, P.O. Bcx 6, 
Stephenville. Texas 76401. Attn: 1-'re:l Crabtree. 
We're on-th;mov;f.No,~·-Averaidng-185,- By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285. currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand pr~sent group and (B\ de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fid·ls are ripe. Tremendous growth OJ)Jlcrtunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wnit
ing on the rilrht man. Long term commitments. Jf 
inU>res~l. call niSthts (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brcoklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of MinneaJ)olis, Minnesota. 

INVF.!ilTJf;ATF.l Tb.. Firm FunnflntlnD 
trlt>" to ""r .... n ndv .. rtlllllnv:. nnd \\·Ill not 
knowlna-l:r tnkt> ttnt>"tlonnh1t- nth't>rthcln&r. 
Rut It 1111 tht> l't>Ddt>r'lll l'f"lllpOnllllhlllt:r tn In• 
"'(>Nfl.:-nt~. l.lk• nn:r ofhf'r r•nt••r. ,,. .. IIIOrn(>• 
tlrnf"lll nnwlttlov:ly Min nn nnworfll:r nd. 
-'"' tit• old 111nylnJC .:-o•"'· f••fnr .. J'CJU In"·•••· 
In , ... ,..thrnt• I 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit} 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 

15 [495] 



Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becatne easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bib le has recog
nized rhc value of having a concor
dance ro the Bib le they're using. \Vi rh 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easily be located . low users o f the 
New Inte rnatio nal Versio n Bib le, 
America' leading new translatio n, can 
enjoy the fu ll dimension of Bible ll!dy 
with <1 concord<tncc, becau e The NJV 
Complece Concordance is here! 

Here is how T he N IV ComiJiece 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
rudy: 

You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with ease. 

• A quarter of a mill ion references 
cover every majo r wo rd (and many 
minor words) in the N IV Bible. 

• All word arc cross-referenced to 
every spelling variatio n and variant 
form. 

• Words selected arc listed cxhau -
rively and have every occurrence 
o f rhc word in the NIV listed in irs 
b ib lical order. 

• Every p ro per name including each 
of the names and tirles o f God is 
given with its context. 

• Each wo rd is lisrcd under the exact 
NIV spelling and helps you avoid 
having to think of ·the word 's dic
tionary form . 

You can usc it faster than mo ·t other 
concordances! 

• No phra es arc given as separate 
entric:.. (Example: All entries a re 
li sted unde r " heart" not b roken 
down into "pure hearr" or "your 
heart", etc.) A real time saver as you 
do nor have ro go through many 
separa te I i-ts to find the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout s peed s locatio n o f 
desired verse because the first and 
last wo rds of each page arc listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
e nce. PILLs the type i clea r and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

With all these benefits it's easy to see 
ho w with The NIV Complete Concor
dance you 'll be locati ng ver e faster. .. 
enjoying topical and wo rd studies as 
never before. 

The NIV Complete Concordance. 
Helping you find every verse in your New International Version Bible. 

by Edward W. Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 

Send your order in NOW ... 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please sen copies of The N IV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
IO% postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5<}'0 sa les tax.) 

~am~---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address _______________ __________ _______ ________ _ 

City·------------------ --------<.Jtate _________ z ip, _______ _ 
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23 SU PPORTING C HURCHES are represent ed in t his picture of church 
leaders from Texa s a nd Oklahoma who t raveled to Torreon, Mexico to 
witness t he results of th e Mexico H arvest Campa ign. 173 Baptisms were 
reported as a result of this effort. 17 evange listic ca mpa igns were held in 
different cities, and new met hod s of fo llow-up a nd new materials were 
develope d for future Mexica n work. 

Austin, Texas, Aur ust 11, 1981 
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The Polluted Atmosphere 
An editor seldom writes an editorial but what he 

receives about an equal number of letters lauding it and 
damning it. It's funny but true, that an article that 
draws t he most profuse praise also draws the most 
caustic criticism. Which may be an indication that our 
brethren don't all think alike! 

Someone recently sent us a copy of a brotherhood 
scandal sheet with a strong admonition that we reply 
to it. We really didn't know that the pitiful little sheet 
was still being published. We quit reading it a long 
time ago because we never liked vomit. We believe the 
Lord has something better for people to do than to 
me~ldle in other people's business. When someone on one 
side of the continent undertakes to straigh ten out the 
brotherhood on the other side of the continent, when 
he really doesn't know much about what they are doing, 
we are persuaded that he could be engaged in more 
profitable business. We have always noticed t hat those 
who arc so zealous of straightening out other people's 
problems have all had serious problems of their own. 
It's sort of like asking a psychiatrist who his psy
chiatrist is. 

The kingdom is made up of all kinds of people-just 
as the body is made up of all kinds of parts. Some are 
comely and some are uncomely. They like different 
things, and despise different things. They come from 
all t he directi9ns. And there is room for them all, so 
long as they do not think that they are the only ones in 
the kingdom. We have noticed that those who are 
strongest in condemnation of "the cults" are t he most 
cultish people we know. 

We have spent a hundred years cutting bridges in
stead of building them. We are not noted bridge
builders among our selves, and we are certainly not 
bridge bui lders with other r eligious pople. The heart 
of the Restoration was bridge bu ilding. People were 
urged to unite; not to draw lines. They were urged to 
come together; not to alienate. We are pained at the 
effort to which a few misguided souls are going, to 
alienate and strain relationships. If we as a brother
hood allow it to continue-much less aid and encourage 
the effort-we deserve the oblivion we will inhabit. 

Our people do not even know each other. We have 
preached congregational autonomy until we have pro
duced fourteen thousand insulated and isolated cells. 
And some are encouraging them not to want to know 
each other. With the average member of the church 
today the local congregation of which he is a member 
is his whole brotherhood. They have heard so much 
bad they do not want to know each other . We have 
sprayed the brotherhood with journalistic poison as if 
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they were a hoard of Mediterranean fruit f lies. We are 
making them afraid of each other rather than teaching 
them to love and trust each other. Behold what a great 
matter a little fire kindled. 

We could well spend our days more profitably by 
building bridges of understanding and trust. It doesn't 
take much brains to be a wrecker. A bull can do that 
in any china shop. It takes skill and creativity on the 
other hand to build a bridge. The world moves on the 
bridges that have been built; not on those that have 
been destroyed. In a world where people live closer and 
closer together, it is unthinkable to preach a doctrine, 
or follow a principle, of isolationism, suspicion and dis
trust. If we die out after the turn of t he century, as 
some predict we will, it will be because we destroyed 
ourselves; it will not be because we were destroyed by 
outside forces. The virus has been at 'vvork now long 
enough to destroy our evangelistic thrust; and unless 
checked, will soon begin to shrink us to nothing. A 
cancer, left unattended to, will eventually kill. 

One of the hardest lessons for the average Christian 
to learn is, "You ar e not the sheriff." Policing others is 
not a Christian's occupation. We all agree, but we have 
a hard time staying out of the policing business. The 
divorce and remaniage issue would not be divisive if 
we were willing to let God be the policeman. In any 
other issue that arises-as they will from time to time 
-we would be in a much stronger posit ion if we did 
not try to attend to business that is not ours, and each 
limited hi s police activities to his own life. It is our 
job to teach what the Bible says. It is not our job to 
police and enforce the law. 

We are moving toward congregational and personal 
isolationism to the extent that we have lost our brother
hood view and our world view. We belong to a larger 
family than a local church. We will never know about 
our family without encouraging the link of communica
tion that holds t hem together. Whatever dl'ives them 
apart, and destroys that ability and desire to communi
cate, contributes to our destruction. More than half of 
the local congregation in most any community has al
ready given up and quit communicating with the 
church. How badly communication bridges need to be 
built! The church deserves a wholesome atmosphere 
in which to grow. 

Vo lume 9 8 
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l\IAILING ADDRESS 
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Lowering the Mortality Rate 
CECIL HOOK 

There is a great amount of concern about the high mortality 
rate of those born into the spiritual family. Many of us have 
tried to identify the cause of these losses in order to work on 
prevention and cure. It is goo.d that we have this concern. 

Prominent among the solutions offered is "Study the Bible 
more." It is generally concluded that a comprehensive course of 
indoctrination would take care of most of the problem. But the 
answer is not that simple. 

Many of the dropouts have been knowledgeable of the Bible. 
There is a Bible major from one of the colleges in this city, 
but he has no part with us here. Once I went to hear a fifteen 
year old boy preach. I sat in amazement and admiration as this 
young man quoted scriptures as though he had the New Testa
ment memorized. Several months later I made inquiry and 
learned that the young man had given up both his preaching an.d 
his discipleship. These are but two of the innumerable company 
who have known the Scriptures but have fallen away. 

Are we suggesting that Bible knowledge is not important? By 
no means. But we are contending that the type of indoctrination 
is the big factor. There is little about knowledge of Biblical 
proof-texts concerning doctrinal controversies, quibbles, defini
tions and distinctions that gives strength to the character. 

It is great to memorize the names of the books of the Bible, 
the tribes of Israel, the judges, kings, and apostles, but that is of 
little help to one who is discouraged and tempted. 

"My son's ability to give scriptural answers against faith 
only, infant baptism, and sprinkling certainly kept him from 
falling away during those _trying years while he attended the 
university," is another claim we· are not likely to hear. 

Being thoroughly indoctrinated concerning the one church, 
right rituals, right organization, qualifications of elders, and a 
cappella singing gives little stability to the woman whose mar
riage is in crisis. 

When your sky caves in on you, you will gain little spiritual 
sustenance from your ability to refute the arguments of Calvin
ism, premillenialism, Pentecostalism, sacramentalism, cultism, 
and mysticism. 

One Sunday morning I taught a fifty-and-over class of about 
fifty persons. As an informal beginning, I invited the class to 
share favorite passages of Scripture which had given them faith, 
strength, courage, and comfort. There was a hesitation that 
became embarrassing. Then one man quoted the Great Commis
sion, another Acts 2 :38, another Matthew 7:21. After several 
such texts were recited, one lady finally came up with Romans 
8:28. No wonder we fly apart in times of cri~is! 

I attended the funeral of a Christian woman in a small, but 
packed, building. The preacher spoke at length about the one 
church, the name, baptism, an.d call no man reverend. He made 
only one reference to the deceased and he called her by the wrong 
name then. Such comfort I One still detects this imbalance in 
church bulletins where more space is given to the junior high 
skating party than to the passing of a saint from the local 

church to heaven, and more space is us~d for indoctrination than 
for sharing sorrows. 

Once there was a certain man who came to our services sev
eral times. He was a brother to a lady in the church. This lady 
came to me and explained that her brother was an alcoholic and 
had lost his family and his job because of it. She wished that I 
would have a sermon especially for him in reserve in case he 
should come again. I did. He came back. I was ready for him. I 
took the Bible and showed him what liquor would do for a per
son, how God felt about drunkards, and what their final address 
would be. He never came back. But I had cleansed my hands of 
his blood! Now I cringe to think how stupid I was. A drowning 
man had managed to surface in a frantic hope for help, and I 
yelled, "Get out of that water or you will drown!" I bound 
heavy burdens on the weakest man and did not extend my little 
finger to lift him out. I taught the truth, didn't I? But not the 
truth which could lift him out of slavery, humiliation, self
hatred, depression, and despair. 

I didn't have to tell him what liquor would do an.d where it 
would send him. He knew that better than I did. But I did not 
tell him of God's love and acceptance and what God could do 
for him. I did not offer him the loving embrace and shared 
strength of a hundred other disciples present. With his last 
strength, he struggled to the oasis in the burning desert and 
found it to be a mirage. He perished of thirst beside what should 
have been the refreshing pool of the water of life. 

Effective Bible learning must begin with faith building. Lives 
of Bible characters may be utilized to show the power of faith. 
God's love and promises must be made evident. Go.d's grace 
should be the cheering message. Disciples must be convinced that 
their acceptance by God and other disciples is not based on 
merit. They should be made to realize the power of God, Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit in their lives. They should be taught the ef
fectiveness of prayer and of Christian fellowship. Illustrations 
of the providence of God should give assurance an.d comfort. 
Realistic hope should develop patience and endurance. If Chris
tian virtues are nurtured into the character, according to Peter, 
that person will neither fall nor be ineffective. You may continue 
to enlarge this list of resources that will initiate loving activity, 
strengthen the weak, life the discouraged, cast out fears, carry 
one through dark trials, bring cheer to the despairing, and give 
assurance of a richly provided entrance into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

No person has been converted to a doctrinal stance entirely 
void of these strengthening elements. It is my conviction, bow
ever that we have been overbalanced in that direction. A cor
rection of this should help in lowering the mortality rate. It 
should help, but it will not eliminate the problem. J es~s' para?le 
of the soils assures us that the mortality problem wdl be With 
us always. 

1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 78130 



THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Man From Galilee 
O.H.TABOR 

There is no doubt that thousands are saying today what the 
Greeks !:!aid two thousand years ago as they went up to worship 
at the feast, "We wish to see Jesus." 

They are not asking to view him physically but to really know 
him, who he is, and how this Jesus of Nazareth fits into life's 
program. Paul said his desire was to know him and the power 
of his resurrection. We would love him more if we knew him 
better. Jesus Christ, is by far, the most interesting figure in his
tory. He is truly the most challenging character who ever lived 
on earth. Jesus has been called, "The stranger of Galilee." It 
is true that Jesus disturbed people and great controversy sur
rounded his entire career. Parker B. Brown, in one of his recent 
books said, "Albert Schweitzer might be right in saying that it is 
not Jesus as historically known but as spiritually risen among 
men who can help our time, but the Jesus of history is not to 
be ignored either." Then he added, "Christian commitment in
volves not one but but repeated changes--and among my most 
transforming moments was that in class when a New Testa
ment professor compellingly introduced me to a Jesus I could 
see and follow. This Jesus of Nazareth strode manfully down 
the road to challenge me. He was audacious and so was the 
gospel which proclaimed him" 

Usually the subject of Christology is studied in two parts-
the Person and Work of Jesus Christ, but in this article we want 
to see Jesus as the New Testament writers saw him. Jesus was 
ca!1ed "Rabbi" many times in the synoptic records. This term 
means teacher. He was however no ordinary Rabbi for in the 
Sermon on the Mount he taught as one having authority. Jesus 
used this title only once. He told his disciples, "You are not to 
be called rabbi, for you have one teacher and you are all 
brethren." 

The New Testament writers also saw Jesus as a prophet, and 
as the Messiah or Annointed. Jesus was spoken of many times 
in both the synoptics and in the J ohannine view and it is in this 
special sense we look at Jesus now in hopes that we shall be 
drawn closer to Jesus as the man who lived, walked, taught, 
worked, suffered and died. 

When one opens the New Testament he gets the view of the 
humanity of Jesus Christ. There is a tendency to think of Jesus 
as different from other human beings in his physical nature. 
We read, "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." John 
further says, "We have seen him; handled him in person." There 
is also a tendency to forget that he had to face trial, temptation, 
heartache, loneliness and weariness of body. He was born of 
a young virgin, in a manger, in a small town. He was reared in 
a hated city and worked in Joseph's wood shop. He evidently 
knew what it felt like to get splinters in his hands and to suffer 
bruises. He was often hungry and weary as the record shows. 
He learned submission, meekness, patience, obedience. From 
nature he learned about the grass, flowers, fowls, animals and 
used these in his beautiful parables as he taught his disciples. 
He also learned about mixing dough, patching garments and sow
ing seeds. He knew the interesting lessons about the soil, the 
weeds and the harvest and used these also in his teaching. 
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Jesus had friends and loved them and showed his deep com
passion for them. He was deeply touched when others sorrowed. 
He cared when he saw suffering, hunger, separation and pain. 
He wept with people and for people. Sometimes he groaned with 
agony. He knew the salty taste of pain and he had a body in 
which every nerve racked with agony and anguish while on the 
cross. This pain parched his lips and throat and caused him to 
cry out, "I thirst." 

Jesus was a man who was calm and relaxed in soul. He seemed 
to meet his problems with ease when he was hammered, reviled, 
defamed and slandered by the pharisees, lawyers and Pilate. 
During the days of the gathering storm when he entered the 
room, where he met with his disciples, they must have looked 
upon his face in search of signs of despair, but they never saw 
such. 

Jesus was a man of great courage. He always spoke with 
conviction and the heart of it all was that he believed he was 
on a mission here from his Father. He was unafraid to speak 
the truth in the temple, in the ships, in the mountains and in the 
city of Jerusalem, where so many were plotting his death. He 
had great confidence, which showed in the ship during the storm, 
when be arose and rebuked the wind and brought such calm. In 
his days of temptation he stood his ground with the arch enemy 
of mankind and God and spoke the words of everlasting truth 
which turned Satan aside. 

Jesus was a man of .deep sympathy for: the lost, the outcast, the 
hungry, the weak, the little children and the helpless widows. 
His messages and his deeds, in behalf of these, stir our hearts 
and urge his people to have such a heart as the master, whom 
they claim to follow. He was a man of great sincerity and every 
duty was a religious duty. His life was not confined to four walls 
but it is said that "He went about doing good." Jesus was a man 
who could love deeply. He loved the workers in the fields and 
on the hills and vineyards and even loved his enemies. He never 
condoned sin but never did he turn a penitent sinner away. He 
was ac;cused of being a friend to publicans and sinners and we 
ought to be glad that this accusation is true. 

Jesus never failed to help those in need of anything. He 
preached his stirring messages in sun and rain, in heat and 
cold, on the mountains and in the valleys, on the shores and in 
the ships, in the towns and in the country and most of his lessons 
were on love, which he practiced. 

Jesus was a man who could weep as well as rejoice. He shed 
tears at the graveside and over the city of Jerusalem and, no 
doubt, in hours when alone at night. He wept not for himself 
but for others, and his tears evidenced his care. Jesus thought 
of this world as his Father's world. 

Jesus was a man who could see good in people. He searched 
out the good and always found it and cultivated it as shown in 
the lives of Peter, James and John. 

Jesus was lovable and so true hearted. Personally, I believe I 
would have loved him, but I must search my own heart to see if 
I really know him and love him as I should. Why did they not 
love such a wonderful man from Galilee? 
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A Deepening Friendship With God 
PAUL D. KEARBY 

Genesis chapter five is known as the 
chapter of generations. It is a chapter 
that traces those who lived and died from 
the family of Seth, Adam's third son, to 
the time of Noah just prior to the flood. 
The outline of this chapter is rather 
simple, for all it tells of some is that they 
lived, bore children, and died. 

Amid this record of the ebb and flow 
of human development shines a beacon of 
righteousness. Enoch's record is brief but 
significant. "And Enoch lived sixty-five 
years and became the father of Methuse
lah. Then Enoch walked with God three 
hundred years after he became the father 
of Methuselah, and he had other sons and 
daughters. So all the days of Enoch were 
three hundred and sixty-five years. And 
Enoch walked with God; and he was not 
for God took him" (Gen. 5 :21-24). Of all 
those of whom it was said that they lived 
and .died, Enoch alone simply "was not, for 
God took him." What a fitting end for a 
man who walked with God three hundred 
years. 

Little is known about Enoch. Beside 
what we have here in Genesis, there are 
two other references in the Bible about 
him. In the book of Hebrews we find, "By 
faith Enoch was taken up so that he 
should not see death; and he was not found 
because God took him up; for he obtained 
the witness that before his being taken 
up he was pleasing to God" (Heb. 11:5). 
And Jude has this to say, "And about 
these also Enoch in the seventh generation 
from Adam, prophesied saying, 'Behold 
the Lord came with many thousands of 
his holy ones, to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convict all the ungodly of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have done 
in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him''' (Jude 14, 15). 

These references to Enoch tell us much 
about him personally. He was· a man just 
as you and I. He lived during the dark 
ages of man's beginning. And amid all 
this, Enoch walked with God. Little is 
known about him, but all that has been 
revealed to us is good. 

This cannot be said about some other 
Biblical characters. Noah was a righteous 
man, but after the flood waters had re
ceded he planted a vineyard and got drunk 
from the wine produced thus sinning. Ab
raham was the "friend of God" but he lied 
on two different occasions to save his own 
life thus violating his faith and trust in 
God's protection. Moses was God's servant 
who led the people of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage. However, he exhibited a violent 
temper at times, and for striking a rock in 
anger instead of speaking to it as God 
had commanded, he was kept out of the 
promised land. King David was a "man 
after God's own heart," but who can over
look the affair with Bathsheba that re
sulted in the death of an innocent man? 
Peter was a close disciple of Jesus and 
loved him dearly, but in a moment of weak
ness he denied the Lord three times. The 
Bible is painfully honest in its dealings 

with its characters, revealing their strong 
points and exposing their weaknesses. But 
of Enoch all we read is that he "walked 
with God." 

What is meant by this phrase? Walking 
with God implies friendship, intimacy, and 
love on the highest plane. The man who 
walks with God is the friend of God. He is 
well pleasing to God and there exists a 
relationship, a bond, that is built upon 
man's obedience to God's expressed will. 
Enoch walked with God and was found 
well pleasing to him because he walked 
by faithful obedience to God's will. 

The Lord will not walk with a man in 
whom he is not well pleased. If one does 
not walk according to the will of God, the 
friendship and intimacy cannot exist. "The 
one who says, 'I have come to know him,' 
and .does not keep his commandments, is a 
liar and the truth is not in him; but who
ever keeps his word, in him the love of 
God has truly been perfected. By this we 
know that we are in him; the one who 
says he abides in him ought himself to 
walk in the same manner as he walked" (1 
John 2 :4-6). Enoch's relationship. with the 
Father does not indicate his sinless per
fection, rather it implies that he had a 
close personal relationship with God 
through faith. He was a godly man in 
whom godliness achieved its highest ex
pression. 

Therefore, to walk with God today 
means to establish that personal relation
ship that is built upon faith and obedience 
to God's will. Amos asks, "Can two walk 
together except they be agreed?" No one 
can get far in the Christian life until he 
agrees with God that he has revealed to us 
the truth about ourselves and that we 
need to do what he says to establish a close, 
personal relationship with him. 

The greatest need of the church today 
is for each individual Christian to "walk 
with God"; to establish that personal re
lationship that is characterized by obedi
ence to God's will and trusting completely 
in him for all we need. 

Unfortunately for too many God is the 
distant Grandfather in the sky. The value 
of the Christian religion is that God be
comes our Father in a literal sense and 
that we may cry "Abba Father" and know 
to whom we are addressing. This friend
ship is very precious; one that will enrich 
our lives here and now. It is a friendship 
that is needed if one is to share eternity 
with God. 

What are some of the benefits of a 
deepening friendship with God? There are 
three that com~ to mind and they are as 
follows: joy in this life, aid in time of 
need, and fulfillment and glory in the 
world beyond. 

The first benefit of a deepening friend
ship with God is that it brings joy to this 
life. What can compare with the joy of 
the Christian life? Being set free from the 
bondage of sin and knowing that your 
future is full of hope as you walk side by 
side with God. Truly there can be no 
greater joy than this. 

In Acts chapter eight, Philip preached 
Jesus Christ to a man from Ethiopia and 
baptized him into Christ. When the 
Ethiopian came up out of the water he 
went on his way rejoicing. He knew he was 
at peace with God. The apostle Paul 
stated, "Rejoice in the Lord always and 
again I say rejoice!" Friendship with 
God brings joy and happiness into life. 

One can hardly imagine the joy as 
Enoch "walked with God" and the rush of 
excitement as he was translated up into 
heaven. That joy can be yours today, 
understanding that in Christ you will 
undergo a transformation of the heart, 
mind, and soul. That when he comes again 
you will be changed, even "in the twin
kling of an eye" and will meet him in the 
clouds of the sky to be with him for 
eternty. What a joy to life this thought 
adds! Friendship with God adds a radiance 
to life and makes it truly worth living! 

The second benefit of a deepening 
friendship with God is that he will always 
provide help i.n times of need. Was Enoch 
ever in need of God's protection and 
guidance? He lived in a very wicked world 
and no doubt was tempted just as you and 
I. We know from the record of his state
ment in Jude fourteen and fifteen that 
others about him were wicked and had 
strayed from God. However, Enoch was 
found faithful and well pleasing to J e
hovah. 

God will not allow us to be tempted be
yond what we can bear, therefore, he pro
vides a way of escape during these times. 
When we face trouble and heartache he is 
there. "Humble yourselves, t)lerefore, 
under the mighty hand of God, that he 
might exalt you at the proper time, cast
ing all your anxiety upon him, because 
he cares for you" (1 Peter 5:6, 7). We 
have a God who cares for us; be is there 
in time to help. 

There is a story that has enjoyed wide
spread publication throughout the brother
hood that illustrates this point beautifully. 
It is simply entitled, "Think About 
This ... " 

"One night a man had a dream. He 
dreamed he was walking across a beach 
with the Lord. Across the sky flashed 
scenes from his life. For each scene he 
noticed two sets of footprints in the 
sand, one belonging to him, the other to 
the Lord. 

"When the last scene of his life 
flashed before him, he looked back at 
the footprints in the sand. Then he no
ticed that many times along the path 
of his life there was only one set of 
footprints. He also noticed that it hap
pened at the very lowest and saddest 
times of his life." 

"That really bothered him, and he 
questioned the Lord about it. 'Lord, you 
said that once I decided to follow you, 
you'd walk with me all the way. But I 
have noticed that during the most 
troublesome times in my life there is 
only one set of footprints. I do not 
understand why in times when I needed 
you most you would leave me.'" 

"The Lord replied, 'My precious, 
precious, child ... I love you and would 
never leave you. During your times of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Zealots at Masada and Zealots at Jerusalem 
JAMES D . BALES 

"As Eleazar closed his speech to his men 
in the television drama, he said, 'We will 
be remembered.' And they are! Today 
Masada is a national shrine to the people 
of Israel. There are eli te units of the 
Israeli Army who take their oath of in tro
duction into the army on Masada with the 
vow 'Masada shall not fall again.' 

"And for all people who love freedom, 
whether Israelis or Americans, Masada 
stands as an ultimate example of what 
commitment and courage really mean, a n 
example of dedication to freedom that h as 
not often .been equaled in human history. 
Yes, Eleazar, the men of 1\!asada will be 
remembered" (FF, June 16, 1981, p. 379). 
But will we learn the real lesson? 

Serve God Only 
Eleazar strengthened his compan ions 

for the final assault on Masada. with the 
statement. "Since we, long ago, my gener
ous friends, resolved never to be the ser
vants to the Romans, nor to any other 
than to God himself, the time is now come 
that obliges us to make that resolution 
true in practice . . . " "Next E leazar re
called how the wind had changed direction 
and driven the fire against their inner 
wall , and he argued that ' th is was the 
effect of God's anger against us for our 
manifold sins.'" Josephus also blamed the 
fall of J e1·usalem on I srael's sins. The 
diagnosis was right. 

Jsrael had been in subjection to Rome 
for a long time, and Israel as a whole was 
n1t in s ubjection to God. Of the rejectors, 
J esu> said: "Tf God were your Father, ye 
would love me : for I came forth and am 
come from God; for neither have I come 
of myself, but he sent me.'' To receive 
God. Tsrael had to receive J esus. 

Although the diagnosis was right (i.e., 
Israel's war against Rome failed because 
of her sins), they did not r ecognize that 
their sins were of s uch a nature that led 
them to reject Christ, and this was their 
greatest sin. They did not receive the Son 
whom God sent. Why did t hey fail to 
r eceive the Messiah? One basic cause was 
that their deluded view of the Messiah's 
mission led them to reject J esus because 
he offered them only a sp iritual kingdom, 
and not n2.tionalistic deliverance and the 
establishment of an earthly rule. This 
same attitude led theD\ to rebel against 
Rome. They were not serving God only. 
They were serving their misconceptions 
of what it meant to serve God. 

Commitment 
One can admire courage and convictions 

without agreeing with the convictions. 
The courage may have been worthy of a 
better cause. When J esus pronounced a 
judgment on J erusa lem he did it with 
com passion (Matt. 23-37-38). " The Zealots 
on Masada" are included in Christ's com
passion but also in his judgment. They 
fought to establish God's kingdom on 
earth although Tsrael had ceased to be 
God's kingdom. They fought not just for 
national independence, but for national 
independence us essen t ial for t he accom-
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plishment of God's purposes on earth. But 
they were wrong. They were in rebellion 
to God's will. TI-rey had rejected J esus the 
Christ because he was not a nationalistic 
Messiah. 

Commu nists are sufficiently committed 
to betray their own families. Palestinian 
terrorists are just as committed as was 
Begin the terrorist who was a member of 
the undergrou nd Irgun movement which 
fought to establish Israel. "'.I:he Jrg un 
conceived of all Palestine as being the 
biblical birthright of the J ewish people, 
and its motto was, 'Judea collapsed in fire 
and blood. Judea will rise in fire and 
blood.'" 

It takes more than courage and commit
ment to be right; especially when i t in
volved the murder of their own fam ilies
as at Masada. 

Did not the same bas ic altitude which 
led to the r evolt against Rome, lead to the 
creation of Israel in our century? 

Judaism into Non-J udaism 
Christ fulfilled the law and the prophets 

and in so doing he brought an end to the 
old covenant and Israel as God's nation 
and brought in the new covenant with the 
chut·ch as God's nation. It ended the old 
testament system of types (shadows) by 
fulfilling it in the new covenant realities. 
The church replaced Israel in t he pur
poses of God. The church is to spread the 
gospel throughout the world. 

fs rael has in fact been engulfed by the 
"broad sea of heathen culture.'' Many of 
them reject God but a r elatively few in 
Israel today believe in even the Old Testa
ment. 

Religon S ubsen·ient to Nationalism 
Israel in the first century rejected 

J esus because they rejected his message 
of the kingdom, and his teaching a nd work 
as the Messial1. To them, the job of r eli· 
gion was to uphold Jewish nationalism. 
Nationalism became their religion in that 
all else was s ubservient to it. Joseph 
Klausner said : "Judais-m is not only reli
gion and it is not only .ethics: it is the 
sum-total of all the needs of the nation, 
placed em a 1·eligious basis. It is a national 
world-outlook tuith an ethico-1·eligious 
basis. 

"In the self-same moment Jesus both 
annulled Judaism as the life-force of the 
J ewish nation, and also t he nat ion itself as 
a nation. For a religion which possesses 
only a certain conception of God and a 
morality acceptable to all mankind, does 
not belong to any special nation and, 
consciously or unconsciously, break; down 
the barriers of nationality. This inevitably 
brought it to pass that his people, I srael, 
rejected him." 

The attitudes, ambitions, and ideals 
which led them to reject Christ led them 
to rebel against Rome, and this led to the 
destruction of Jerusalem and )fasada. 
Klausner shows that nationalism is first, 
and religion is second. Judaism "is the 
sum-total of a ll the needs of the nation, 
placed on a religious basis.'' 

Israel, Klausner said, believed that she 
had a world-wide mission, but she rejected 
J esus because he taught that Is rael's func
tion as God's nation had fu lfilled its pur
pose and now t he world-\vide mission was 
in force. The rejection of the concept of 
an earthly kingdom did not. leave the Old 
Testament ideals without support but 
rather fulfilled them in the fuller revela
tion in the 11ew covenant. I s rael's special 
relations hip to God in the Old Testament 
was contingent on her obedience to God. 
She disobeyed many times in the Old Tes
tament but her supreme disobedience was 
in the rejection of God's Son. God said the 
land would vomit them out if they were 
not obedient to him (Lev. 8 :24-28). 

Today's I srael is not even as obedient 
to God as was Israel in the first century. 
However, they continue to cling to the 
ideal of Jewish nationalism, and they 
would like for the U.S. to be dedicated to 
her defense. 

F lee, Not F ight 
" When therefore ye see the abomination 

of desolation, which w::~s spoken of 
through D::~niel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place (let him that readeth un
derstand), then let them that are in Ju
daea flee unto the mountains: And pray 
ye that your ilight be not in the winter 
neithet· on a sabbath: for then shall b~ 
great tribulation, such as hath not been 
from the beginning of the world until 
now, no, nor ever shall be" (Matt. 24: 
15-21) . 

Daniel t he prophet had spoken of: 
" Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy peo
ple and upon thy holy city, to finish t rans
gression, and to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation fot· iniquity and to 
bring in everlasting righteousne~s, and 
to seal up vision and prophecy and to 
anoint the most holy . . . And ~fter the 
threescore and two weeks shall the anoint
ed one be cut off, and shall have nothing: 
and the people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and the sanc
tuary, and the end therefore be with a 
flood, and even unto the end shall be war; 
desolations are determined. And he shall 
make a firm covenant with many for one 
week : and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the obliga
tion to cease; and upon the wing of 
abominations shall come one that maketh 
desola te; and even unto the full end and 
that determined, shall wrath be p~ured 
out upon the desolate" (Dan. 9 :24-27). 

The Roman armies with the idolatrous 
standards were the abomination which 
made desolation (Lk. 21 :20-24). And the 
fall of Masada was but one episode in the 
tragedy of a people who had rejecLed 
God's Son, who had been rejected by God 
and who in their stubborn persistance ~ 
establish an Israelite kingdom were de
stroyed. 

The fli~ht of the Christians, their re
fusal to ftght for Jerusalem and t he r e
establishment of t he k ingdom of Israel, 
deepened the a nimosity between the Tsrael 
after the flesh and Israel after the Spirit. 

It is this same nationalistic spirit 
(devoid even of faith in the God of the 
Bible for many I sraelis) which led to the 
establishment of Israel today. But her 

(Continued on page 12 ) 
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The Preacher and His Money (5) 
GLEN CROWE 

The Preacher and His House 

The rental value of a dwelling furnished to a minister of the 
Gospel is exempt from income tax, as is a rental allowance to the 
extent that the allowance is used to rent or provide a home. Thus 
if the church provides a house for the preacher to live in, and 
pays for the utilities, he does not have to show the value of it for 
income tax purposes, but he must include them as income when 
figuring his social security. 

In the brotherhood, we find one of three situations: (1) The 
church pays a stated amount and furnish a house and utilities. 
(2) The church pays a stated amount and furnish the house, but 
the preacher must pay for his own utilities. (3) The church pays 

·a stated amount and the preacher takes care of his own house. 
Regardless of which of these situations that fits you, you need 
to have a part of your salary designated as a housing allowance. 
Any money that you spend to buy, rent, or maintain a home can 
be excluded from your income for income tax purposes up to 
the amount that has been designated. This includes furniture, 
drapes, carpet, repairs, rent payments, loan payments, etc. 

If you have $25.00 per week of your salary designated as 
housing allowance this would give you $1,300.00 per year. Now 
you buy a bedroom suit, a stove, and a lawn mower. This totals 
$1,100.00. You would exclude the $1,100.00 from your income, 
not the $1,300.00. If you pay your own utilities, then you would 
also include these. But keep in mind that these items are 
not items that can be deducted, it must be done by a salary re
duction. There must be a letter of employment or it must be 
entered into the minutes of a meeting that part of your salary 
is designated for house allowance before the money is spent. 
The church can still pay you in just one check as long as you 
have a letter that designates so much of your salary as a house 
allowance. 

I believe that both the preacher and the church are better off 
when the preacher owns his own house. Certainly the preacher 
has many advantages. ( 1) He will save a great deal of money 
on income taxes. Most preachers will find that they owe no 
income tax when they buy their own house. Not only does.he not 
have to show the amount spent as income, he can also deduct 
the taxes and interest on Schedule A. (2) Someday he will have 
a home paid for. What a difference it would make for a preacher 
if he had his own home paid for in his old age. ( 3) It will give 
the preacher more stability, a better credit rating, and a sense 
of security. ( 4) It will help avoid problems with the church. 
Many times problems develop in the church over the preacher's 
use of the house, especially when the church pays the utilities. 
These problems can all be avoided by the preacher buying his 
own house. 

Another thing that must be copsidered is the inflation factor. 
If you buy a house today for $50,000.00, and inflation continues 
for the next 10 years as it has for the past few years, then in 
10 years that house will bring over $100,000.00. If the preacher 
today who is 40 to 50 years old wait another 10 years before 
they buy their own home, then they will very likely never be 
able to buy one. 

There are several advantages to the church for the preacher to 
own his own house. (1) The church may have a lot of money tied 
up in a house that could be used for a better purpose. They may 
have a mission work they want to do, or a building program, or a 
debt that could be paid off. Cash from the sale of the house may 
help with this. (2) In many cases, the church could pay the 
preacher a house allowance cheaper than they could own their 
own house. (3) The church no longer has to look for a preacher 
to fit their house. ( 4) The elders can avoid a lot of criticism 
that often is made about the preacher's use of the house. Not 
long ago there was a church that had completed 20 years with 
the same preacher, so they gave the house to him. This was good 
and right. If a man spends his time working with a church, then 
that church is obligated to take care of him. If a preacher has 
stayed with the same church for 20 years, the house should be 
given to him. Churches and preachers may do well to make an 
agreement whereby the church will give the preacher a certain 
percent of the house for each year that he stays. Not only would 
this help many preachers in their old age, it will help put a stop 
to preacher moving. 

There are several ways that you buy a house. If you will put 
in your budget $10.00 per week for savings, you would have over 
$2,600.00 in just five years. With this you can get an F.H.A. 
loan up to about $40,000.00. Anohher good way to get a house 
is to purchase a pre-fab house and do the work inside yourself. 
Companies that build these houses will finish the outside, fur
nish all the materials for the inside, and finance 100% if you 
own the lot. Most preachers would have some free time to work 
on the house, and if you need to, there are many books available 
telling you how to do the work. 

If you have five or six thousand dollars, you can often find a 
house that already has a loan on it. You can purchase the equity 
and assume the loan. Some of these older houses have loans at 
eight or nine percent. In such a case, the loan itself on these 
houses is worth several thousand dollars. 

Remember to keep records. Just because you have so much of 
your salary set up as house allowance does not mean that you can 
take that much. You need a record of all money spent! Also, re
member that all money reduced from your salary for house must 
be added back for social security. 

Tompkinsville, Kentucky 
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Often we s tar t thinking about saving souls with Jots of en
thusiasm a nd very honorable intentions. And this is not to imply 
that our enthusiasm and good intentions are wrong and in vain . 
However, there are some very serious questions that we need 
to addres3 before we take a zealous leap towards the alien 
s inner. 

Very often our desire to save souls circumvents any thought 
as to how our efforts will be viewed by other members, how 
much help they wiJJ be motiva ted to give to the effort , and, 
more importantly, what kind of impact the act ions (or inactions) 
of our own brolhers and s ister s will have on new Christians 
when the two groups are united. The facts are that many, many, 
many of our brothers and sisters have very little comprehension 
of what it means to surrender their lives to J esus. This bei ng the 
case, there is no way t hat t hey can relate to the needs of a new 
Christian or be meaningfully involved in his or her convers ion. 

Lest anyone detect a note of criticism, let me say that our 
brothers and sisters are not a ltogether at fault in the predica
ment in which they have found t hemselves. That burden also 
rests squarely on our shoulders. W e have preached and taught 
the first principles so much at the expense of a f ully life
changing gospel, t hat the Chr istian of today has little basis to 
f irmly say that he has changed his life to such an extent that he 
wiJI surrender all in any effot·t for God. Consequently, it is 
even less likely that he will embark on a soul saving effort t hat 
promises to fur t her expose his vulnerabilities a nd leave him wide 
open to possible failure. 

Directly related to reaching out is the follow-up that will be 
r equired to hold t hat saving power in the new Chr istian. In no 
case will the r eaching out or the follow-up be effective if there 
is little committment within the congregation. Where does soul 
saving start? It starts within. I have found in my limited efforts 
at personal evangelism, that church discipline a nd personal 
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evangelism go hand in hand. It is difficult on the one hand, to be 
converting people and, on the other hand, to have existi ng mem
bers who are spiritually destitute, wilhin the same congrega t ion. 
Brethren, it just does 11ot mesh. We cannot say that the great 
commission requires us to go into a ll the world to save souls 
when we ig nore the teachings from the same book to "purge out 
the old leaven,"-"restor e such an one,"-"ma rk them which 
cause division ond offences," and "teaching and admonish ing one 
another." Let's look within! Many congregations a r e filled 
wilh people so spiritually weak that t hey would be a negative 
force in any evangelistic effort. L et's con:ect that, as best we 
can, lhrough study and love, and if that doesn't wor k, then let's 
get on with the discipli ne, with love, that the Lord commands 
(not encourages--but demands) . 

We must wake up and realize that maybe, j ust maybe, we have 
done an inadequate job with in and lhat the results are Christia ns 
who are iJI-equi pped for the abundant life because we have fa iled 
to take the real message to t hem. We have taug ht them the first 
principles, yes, bu t not the message t hat will help them change 
their lives and hearts and mold them into God's servants. 

I want to urge your especia lly, elder s in t he Lord 's church, 
to shore up within first of a ll. Be firm, a nd diligent. Then and 
only then will our efforts be meaningful and acceptable to our 
Lord. That will take love, t ime, courage, hard work, pa t ience, 
but I'm convinced that, if we do, we wil l see positive r esults in 
a ll of our areas of endeavor. Whe1·e do we stu·t? W e start 
within-within the cong regation a nd within their hearts. 

6215 Arlington Rd. North, Jacksonvi lle, FL 32211 
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RON W. NEWBERRY 

One of the much needed but overlooked 
aspects of evangelism is discipline within 
the evangelizing congregation itself. It 
should be understood that discipline is not 
limited to withdrawal of fellowship, but 
includes disfellowship along with teach
ing, training, exhorting, encouraging, re
proving and rebuking. Discipline through 
disfellowship, however, should be admin
istered when necessary, and should be con
sidered an important part of any evange
listic effort. It is this aspect of discipline 
which is the concern of this article. 

How do we start? How do we approach 
disfellowship within a congregation? The 
most important first step for any congre
gation is to realize that it is not optional. 
In Paul's instructions in 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-14, he addresses how Christians ought 
to respond to "dead-beats'' within the 
church. They are but one example of those 
who "walk disorderly." Paul sets forth a 
principle of dealing with all who refuse 
to live according to the doctrine of Christ 
delivered by Paul. That principle begins 
with realizing that withdrawing from un
ruly members is commanded in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ ( 2 Thess. 3 :6). 
There is no higher authority upon which 
Paul could have drawn for emphasizing 
the importance of this mandate. 

Therefore, when Paul commands us in 
the name of Christ to withdraw from dis
orderly Christians, we do not have an 
option if we wish to remain faithful our
selves. Those of us who maintain a quest 
for the restoration of the ideal first cen
tury church cannot faithfully execute the 
command of Matthew 28:18-20, to make 
disciples of all nations, if we are not obey
ing the command of 2 Thessalonians 3: 
6-14 to withdraw from unfaithful dis
ciples. 

The non-optional nature of disfellow
ship is underscored in other passages. In 
Romans 16:17-18, Paul instructs the 
church to watch out for, and keep away 
from, those who cause divisions and con
tradict the truth that they have been 
taught. Likewise, in 1 Corinthians 5:4-7, 
Paul instructs the church to hand over to 
Satan the immoral brother; to get rid of 
of the old leaven. In verse 11, he further 
says that they must not associate with 
anyone who calls himself a brother but 
who is immoral, greedy, ·idolatrous, a 
slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. 
Therefore, from these three major pas
sages, it is clear we do not have an option 
if we wish to remain faithful. 

The church must also realize that with
drawing from ... the disorderly, the immoral 

and the trouble makers will not harm the 
church. It has been this writer's experi
ence that when disfellowship is seriously 
discussed, there are a number of brethren 
who become very upset and claim, "If we 
disfellowship brother X or sister Y, we'll 
split this congregation." 

There are several fundamental implica
tions in this statement which are false. 
One implication is that it is better to 
maintain a false sense of unity ·(a peace 
at any price) than it is to obey God's 
commands. If (as has been shown) there 
is no option in the matter, and yet we 
decide it would split a congregation to do 
God's will, we have placed artificial unity 
above the commands of God. 

There are no genuine preachers of the 
gospel who advocate "splitting congrega
tions." Not one of us would encourage 
such a tragedy. However, if a congrega
tion has the real potential to split if and 
when the leadership determines to follow 
all of God's will, then perhaps it needs to 
split. Would it not be better for the faith
ful to stand firm, even if many left, than 
to disobey God? 

Do some really believe that God would 
demand we do anything which would 
inherently harm the church which was 
purchased by the blood of his son (Acts 
20 :28)? Surely we do not really believe 
God would on one hand condemn those 
who cause division (Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10; 11:18) and then de
mand that we cause division by withdraw
ing from a brother or sister. 

Beyond these two realizations, (1) that 
disfellowship is not optional and (2) that 
the statement and implications of the 
statement that disfellowship will hurt the 
church are false there remain two other 
critical considerations. The first of these 
is an understanding of why withdrawal is 
necessary (beyond the fact that God com
mands it) and the second is, we must 
begin now. 

What makes withdrawal necessary? 
What is the purpose of withdrawing fel
lowship? We need to consider our own 
motives and be certain we are not acting 
out of anger, retailation or revenge. Those 
are unacceptable motives. What then are 
the true and acceptable motives underly
ing genuine New Testament withdrawal? 

We do not have to guess or speculate 
about correct motives; they are plainly 
stated in the passages which have already 
been mentioned. In 1 Corinthians 5 :5, 
Paul declares that it is to save the soul of 
the one disciplined. While it may hurt his 
pride embarrass him and his family, -it is 
a sh~llow and distorted love which allows 
a brother to go to hell because we are 
afraid of hutting his feelings. It hurts us 
to hurt anyone, and we ought to be ~s 
gentle as Chrfst would be, however, his 
soul is at stake and that should be of more 
concern than his feelings. 

A second true motive of discipline is to 
purge the church of corrupting forces. In 
the same 1 Corinthian passage, Paul urges 
them to clean out the old leaven which 
symbolized corruption. Paul exhorts ~he 
church to rid itself of this corrupting 
influence for two reasons. First, if left 

alone, it will spread through the entire 
church ( 5 :6), Secondly, the church will 
decontaminate itself if the corrupting in
fluence is removed. Both of these reas:ms 
are critical to any congregation. The con
gregation itself is tainted when evil goes 
unchecked and in due time, the entire 
congregation will reflect the nature of the 
evil itself. 

A final consideration concerns with the 
"nowness" of the discipline of withdrawal 
of fellowship. In simple terms, that means 
we cannot alter the past failures of any 
congregation in this area. Yet we dare not 
compound the problem by failure to im
plement discpline if and when it is nec
essary. We cannot sacrifice our respon
sibility upon the altar of "it has never 
been done here before." 

We must begin now to correct disorder
ly Christians. It was once stated in the 
presence of this writer when a lengthy 
list of unfaithful Christians was being 
reviewed for discplinary action, "We can't 
do anything with them. Some of them 
have been like that for twenty years." The 
question is not, "Why have they been al
lowed to run unchecked for twenty years?" 
although this is perhaps a valid question. 
The real question concerns, "How will we 
deal with them today?" 

There is no premium on longevity of 
sin. It is false to assume that if one sins 
long enough, he can "get away with it" 
and we are prevented from discipling him. 
While we would not subscribe to such a 
false assumption, it does appear that we 
endorse it when we fail to take appropriate 
action to remove deeply entrenched sin. 
God knows no statute of limitation on sin. 
He knows only par.don. We must begin 
now to help lost Christians secure that 
pardon and that's often possible only 
when we love them enough to disfellowship 
the disorderly. 

How then do we start evangelizing? We 
begin by realizing that like .th~ ~re~t 
Commission of Matthew 28, disctphne IS 

not optional. We trust God enough to do 
things his way; not just in receiving for
giveness of past sins as we are baptized 
but by heeding his command to withdraw 
from the disorderly among us. We deter
mine our own motives and make sure they 
are pure. We make sure we ~re inte!e~ted 
in saving the soul of the errmg Ch-ristian, 
in preventing the corruption of the con
gregation and in purifyin~ the body _of 
Christ. When we've determmed our scrip
tural position, we must forget about past 
failures over which we have no control 
and for which we are not responsible and 
begin now. 

If we are to exhibit genuine love for 
alien sinners, lost and without hope, we 
must dare to show genuine concern for 
our brothers and sisters once cleansed and 
holy who have gone ba~k to .a lost state. 
We certainly cannot wait until the church 
is free of the unfaithful to preach to the 
lost. However, we can work simultan~ously 
on the lost in the world and the lost m the 
church. If we do not love the latter enough 
to discipline him, can we love the former 
enough to bring him to Christ? 

6215 Arlington Rd. North, Jacksonville, 
FL 32211 
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50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
OBSERVED 

Lloyd .E. and Bessie B. Ellis celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary in the 
presence of 175 relatives and guests in 
Chula Vista, Calif., on June 14. Dr. and 
Mrs. Ellis .first met in 1928 in Teachers' 
College, Durant, Okla., and were married 
on June 17, 1931. 

Having received his B. A. degree in 
1932 Dr. Ellis began teaching as Principa l 
o.f the g rade school in Spiro, Okla. T here 
was no congregation of the church of 

Christ in Spiro and they located some 
other members of the church and began 
meeting in an American Legion Hall. 
Since that time their lives have been de
voted to the work of the church. 

For the past fifty years he has min
istered to various churches, including 
some in Oklahbma and New Mexico, a nd 
especially in California where they have 
lived almost continually since 1937 when 
he began preaching for the Pa lm Ave. 
Church in Fresno. Dr. and Mrs. Ellis live 
at 265 Fifth Ave., Chula Vista, CA 92010. 

----{)--

Paul S. Gray, Clarkesbur g, W.Va. 26301 : 
My fifth meeting at Washington Street 
in Fairview was the best attended with 
visiting brethren from at least twelve 
congregations and some from the com
munity. Two adults were baptized. Charles 
Boston is the preacher. My seventh meet
ing at Wileyville was also the best at
tended with visiting brethren from at 
least ten area churches and some from the 
community. 

August 17th to 23rd I will be in my 
eleventh meeting at Ozar k, Monroe Coun
ty, Ohio. Then August 31st to September 
9th I will be in my tenth meeting at Salem 

on Bowman Ridge in Marshall County. I 
a lso know o.f a congregation which is 
wi lling to support the preacher in a gospel 
meeting for a congregation financially un
able to .do so but in need of a meeting. If 
you are a member of a congregation in this 
condition let me hear from you just as 
soon as possible. Our daily radio program 
is now well into its th ir ty-th ird year being 
heard on WPDX at 750 on the AM dial 
and 104.9 on the FM dial a t 10:45 A.M. 
each week-day and at 8 :30 on Sunday 
mornings. 

----o--
Note to subscribers : Please g ive you r old 

address n.s well as your new addr ess when 
you move. 

Stop Nine Church of C hr ist 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college g raduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
n eeded for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your lime will be spent working in 
the minis try with experienced evan
g elists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, O hio 43723 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
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Only for owtters of the 
Milleuuial Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Milleunial Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennia! Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volwne of your set. 

776 pages. Only 819.95 (plus 82.00 postage) 
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"A DEEPENING FRIENDSHIP 
WITH GOD" 

(Continued from page 5) 

trials and suffering, when you see only 
one set of footprints, it was then that I 
carried you!'" 

Friendship with Go.d insures help in times 
of need. 

The third benefit of a deepening friend
ship with God is that it provides fullness 
and glory in the world beyond. For three 
hundred years Enoch enjoyed his friend
ship with God in this life. Enoch realized 
that God was a living friend, always 
there, always near, always listening, and 
always caring. Enoch's relationship with 
God was not a one day affair, it encom
passed his entire life. His walk with God 
ended with his being taken to heaven 
without tasting death. His story tells us 
that a life lived in close friendship with 
God has in it the pledge of a life of eter
nal union with him. Enoch walked with 
God by faith, effort, and purity and his 
life was provided with fullness and glory 
in the world beyond. 

God and death are two of the greatest 
facts of which the mind of man is capable. 
Man's greatest hour is at his death, for 
the one who has walked with God has 
glory to look forward to. 

Enoch walked with God and God took 
him. This is the beautiful conclusion to a 
faithful life. God will take us to that 
home beyond the sky to live forever where 
there will be no more tears or suffering, 

where the Lord is the light and where we 
will see him face to face. For friendship 
with God in this life means living with 
him forever in the one to come. 

Friendship with God is that bond that 
unites man's soul to the heavenly Father. 
God wants to be your friend today. There 
is not any companionship comparable to 
the companionship of the Lord. If you will 
turn to him and walk by faith, he will 
walk with you through this world, guiding 
you to that one to come. This thought 
should make us humble, grateful, and 
eager to follow him. 

1102 Sixth Street, Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

Jim F. Reeves, P.O. Box 629, CiscoJ 
Texas: Over the past 18-20 months, the 
1-20 Church here in Cisco has grown from 
200 members to over 300 members. We 
have had 34 baptisms plus numerous 
restorations and identifications-totaling 
well over 100 public responses. We will 
soon add a family to help support a mis
sion field here in the states. Plans are 
being made to enlarge our auditorium and 
to add new classrooms. 

T. J. Ruble, 1807 SW 15, Ok. City, Ok.: 
I was in a recent gospel meeting with the 
Pennville congregation, Summerville, Ga. 
One was restored. In October I will be back 
in that area with the Halls Valley congre
gation. Jimmy Allen was here at South
west in a gospel meeting in June. There 
were 4 baptisms an.d 8 restorations. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1, 19_81 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
or Call (512) 282-2486 

... .._.._.._.._..__....__ . .._ _______ _ 
I PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. [ 
J BREM'S WOODWORK$, INC. l 
~ . JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 J 
' Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 
~.,._...~~..,.. ........ ~..,...~~......r'll~ ................. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEMI 

·The Amen Mlnlatry wOfka with faithful CIVIatlan con
tact• on Military lnatallatlons woltdwldl that a,. walling to 
help your loved onea - u they have helped with• the 
aplrltual and phyalcal ftllda of thouaanda of othera during 
the put four y .. ra. Thla Hrvlce II frHI 

Send thcrr name, complete ad4,.aa, phone lnd military 
Installation, If known, alonG with your name. and eclchU 
to: AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3201 North S.W.th Sttwt 
W•t Monroe, Loulalana 71211 

American Mililary E•anpliain1 Nations 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9t03 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles lt)dge 
Ron Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept. 28-29 

Contact 
Allan Bennett 

PSCC Rt. 1, Box 420 
Madill, OK 73446 

(405) 795-5015 
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ZEALOTS AT MASADA AND 
ZEALOTS AT J ERUSALEM 

(Continued from page 6) 
struggles are no more of God than were 
similar struggles two thousand years ago. 
And I have not seen the reversal of the 
Lord of his command to his people to flee, 
not fight for, J ersusalem. Should Chris
tians have fled in the first century but 
fight in · the twentieth century for the 
same delusion? 

Begin visited a settlement on the West 
Bank and said. "'We stand on the land of 
liberated Israel. There will be many, m any 
Alon Morehs,' Begin declared. Then, chid
ing r eporters for their questions about his 
intentions in the West Bank, Begin said, 
'We don' t use the word annexation. You 
annex foreign land, not your own coun
try'." It is strange for J ews who do not 
believe in the Old Testament to talk about 
Palestine belonging to I srael. And even 
those who do believe in the Old Testament 
ought to r ealize that long ago the God
given lease on Palestine expired. 
Station A, Box 918, Searcy, Arkansas 
72143 

----{)1---

How many relig:ous periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

Available for Shipment- Now 

Firm Foundation 
Con1munion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

12 [508) 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available e -

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

BROWN TRAIL Sl:HOOL OF PRElll:HINii 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bib le Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • "What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BE ING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For In/ormation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

For less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$1.00 Per Month~ ~ ~::~:=!~::~~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/ Zip 

Signature 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 1J, 1981 



Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becatne easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized the value of having a concor
dance to the Bible they're using. With 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easily be located. Now users of the 
Ne w Inter na tiona l Versio n Bibl e, 
America's leading new translatio n, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The NJV 
Complece Concordance is here! 

He re is ho w Th e NIV Complece 
Concordance will enhance your Bib le 
study: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with case. 

• A q uarter o f a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NlV Bible. 

• All words arc cross-referenced to 
every spelling variation and variant 
form. 

• Words selected are listed exhaus
tively and have every occu rrence 
of the word in the IV listed in irs 
bibl ical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and rides o f God is 
given with its context. 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
NIV spelling and helps you avoid 
having to think of ·the word's d ic
tional)' form. 

You can use it faster than most other 
concordances! 

• No phrases arc given as cpara tc 
entries. (Example: All en tries are 
listed und er " hea rt" no r b roke n 
down inro "pure heart" or "yo ur 
heart". etc.) A real rime snver as you 
do not have to go thro ugh many 
separate lists to finJ the verse you 're 
looking for. 

• Page layou t speeds location of 
desired verse because rhe first and 
last •vords of each page are listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
e nce . Plus the type is clear and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

With all these benefi ts it's easy to sec 
ho w with The NIV Complete Concor
dance you 'II be locating verses faster. .. 
enjoying ropical and word tud ies as 
never before. 

The NIVComplete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International \krsion Bible. 

by Edward W Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 

Send your order in N OW .. . 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please sen copies of T he N IV Complele Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
101f0 postage and handling. (Texas residents add 51o sales tax.) 

l'Jame: ____________________________________ ·-----------------------------------------
Address ______________________________________________________________________ __ 

City __________ _______ ___ State ________ Zip'--------
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BOOKS !Jn f<eview 
THE WORD TOPICAL BIBLE. William 
Pinson. Word. 291 p. $17.95 

Over 300 subjects embodying current 
issues, such as Abortion, Euthanasia, 
Feminism, Authority, a nd Capital Punish
ment are treated in this topical approach. 
Many topics prominant in older works are 
left out, and those that are current con
cerns today are featured. A good reference 
work. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET: 

ONE WAY TO HEAVEN. L ora Lay
cock. Pt:ivately published. 65 p. $2.50 

Combining romance and adventure in a 
thrilling story fitted to teaching young 
people in a way that will stick, the au thor 
never loses s ight of the church and its 
mission. This is a good book to give as a 
gift, or to hand to some young person in 
whom you have an interest, and may not 
know exactly how to go about teaching. 

BENT WORLD. Ron Elsdon. IVP. 170 p. 
$4.95 

The role of Christianity in the environ
mental debate is outlined in this book. 
The exhaustion of our physical resources, 
beginning with energy, is pictured as hav
ing devastating effects. Metals, energy, 
food, and the population explosion are 
treated in a world-view fashion. The ef
fect of sin and the implication of salva
tion are treated a s temporal ills with tem
poral remedies. 

THREE DISPENSATIONS OF RE
LIGION. George Montandon. Vantage. 
73 p. $5.95 

28 short chapters, each dealing with a 
familiar Bible theme. For the most part, 
orthodox positions are taken. Dramatic 
stories and incidents from both Testaments 
are woven into a single narrative. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All books reviewed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishin~t House. Please add 
S 1.00 Cor pos tage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less ; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

I NCL UDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
When you send In n list or n ew subscrlp· 

lions to the Firm F'oundntlon. please be 
1ure each has th e proner Zip Code number 
after t he c ity and state. 

NEW DIRECTORY LISTS 430 
MISSIONARY FAMILIES 

The World Mission Information Bank 
has just released the Summer 1981 Mis
sionary Directory. The printout contains 
the following listings: 332 American 
Missionary familieS; 38 Non-U.S.A. Mis
sionary families; 51 American Missionary 
Apprentices; and 9 American Vocational 
Missionary families; fot· a total of 430 
family units. WMIB counts a couple, a 
couple with children, or a single worker 
as one, ·since they generally have one pri
mary thrust. However, for sake of com
parison with other groups, we have done 
a breakdown of individuals as well : 
American Missionaries 592; Non-U.S.A. 
Missionaries 66; American Missionary Ap
prentices 60; American Vocational Mis
sionaries 14; for a total of 732 individual 
workers. Our miss ionary str ength is down 
sl ightly from the summer of 1979 when 
WMIB counted 340 American Missionary 
fam ilies ; 34 Non-U.S.A. Missionaries ; 53 
Missionary Apprentices; a nd 6 American 
Vocational Missionaries; for a total of 433 
missionary families. 

The following is a table of other re
ligious groups and Churches of Christ 
in reference to missionary strength : ( 1) 
Southern Baptist-2,906; (2) Wycliffe 
Bible Translators-1,781; (3) New Tribes 
Mission-1,385; ( 4) Assembly of God-
1,214; ( 5) Seventh Day Adventists-996 ; 
(6) United Methodist Church-938; (7) 
Evangelical Alliance Mission-905; (8) 
Youth With a Mission-887; (9) Church
es of Christ-732 ; ( 10) Christian and 
Missionary Alliance-699. 

L. D. Webb, 16617 Parthenia, Sepulveda, 
Calif. 91343: I have recently been ap
pointed Administrator for the San Fer
nando Valley Christian School. We are 
needing teachers in English, Science, and 
Physical Education on the secondary level. 
Please contact me if you would like a job 
teaching in High School. 

Californla.. 
Chu1-ch M~Ygets 
and lncotpomttons 

Byron 0. Grov~s .. Attome_y 
001 N. Pa..,-~nbz~ Sa..nta. Atta. 

California. 9ZfOf? 
(714)549- 5369 

•!'•--.-.--•-·••-••-••-••-••-•·--·----··~~-~~-D~._..,-CI_~-·-1 

f 
; 
I 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us fOT free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817 -6-io-9208 

Y~a--- --·-·- -~-- - ~ - - ·- ~- ,------ -~ •• 
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SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director-8728 84th Street 
Lubb ock, TX 79410 

1 -806-792-5191 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901·761·1350 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
t ion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 posta ge and handling. 

F irm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PlAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc. , Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month undcrwriuen by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being wriuen. Disability Income avail
able in May undcrwriuen by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exr.eptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonllrd M. Gray-Director 

l (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN~TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022R 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. 

_O_K_I_N_A_W_A_.___;.J;.:A=P=A·N.--Help=u;.;,s __ w_a_t_c-:h-f:::-o-r 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: EideM~. Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun •• 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA!'tl, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 

ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friands in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o:::r:......:3..:.44~-..::5.:..i.:.;19::..:·--=-.................. -==~-

BAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublla Road 

Pleasuutou. CniUornln 94:l06 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIPON -ISLAND-OF- KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Cburr.b of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NO;.:R;;T=H=w=E=s=T--=CHURCH OF CHRIST. 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-22i5. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

----------~P~a~u~I~H=a~rper. 4~73~--=8~22~8=·~--------
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

___________ ..,...::.Mac Bartee. Evan~retist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND~220~~Mor~a ATe .. 
U.S. 460 EnRt Oprtmdte K-Mnrt. Offl~ 47'7'• 
527'1. Bobby 'Vnde. Mtu. 47'6-40CM. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Vnlley C~ 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YU!tiA. ARIZ.. OGl W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. w .. ,J. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-25130 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79!1-2311. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
(40 A~rents ready to serve) 

If you are moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an t>thlcal. 
carin~r profc01sional Realtor. CALL COLLECT I Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-9111-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REAT.TORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned anr1 opPrnte•1. 
"HOW FAMIT.IES CAN COPF: wjTH CANCER" 

Canl'er is a family nffnir. The Christian family 
working as a unit to fiaht the illness t'an bring new 
peace and strPn~tth to their liveM, J ... arn more from 
the free hnnklot HOW FAMILIES CAN COPF.: 
WITH CANCER. For a cony, ~end a Jonll' SASE 
(35~) to Caring-F5, Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
".l::M.· LO iMEN i': NOKTHEHN CaLU'URNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or t"all 707/4411-3557 .'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LlHRA-=R=-=Y,.,.....-W=ITH= 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on t"assette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Ba"on, Abilene, TexaA 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking: long-term, fuJI time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or ca11 area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED:·-i=-n-=-M=-a~d:-:-ls_o_n-.~South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison. S.D. 57042. or t"aJI (605) 256-6_1!_7_6. __ _ 
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as house1mrents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-C-entral Christian Children's Heme, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap
plication. please contact Ken Samuel. Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or ca11 (812) 282-8248 or 
21!2-1047.'' 
PRF.:ACHER NEEDED: Lake M~r,.erl Church of 
Christ in San Francisco, Calif. is looking for a full
time minister. Congregation of approximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel Is needed, 
35 to 55 years of age. No elders at nresent time. 
Salarv open. Please contact JameF Ni,.ho1s (415) 
51!9-2307 or Homer Bradford (415) 334-4676. 
E)(PER'ENCED PREACHERis iookin"'i{ for n:Dew 
W"rk. Fifteen years preaching exnerience--lnst six 
with the same congregation which grew in atten
dance from about 100 to 400. Experience includes: 
Daily radio program: Youth Camp Director 10 
years: Bus Evangelism: Overseas Campaif"n: Direc
tor Soul-Winning Workshop: 4-5 Gospel Meetings a 
yenr: Director for 5 yrs. of' small School of Prf'ach
ing. For resume and references write: Michael L. 
Knannier, #21 Cherry Street Estates. Mt. Carmel, 
IL 62863, or phone: A.C. 618 262-7654. 
Lord's Day preaching appointments wanted. FWi 
Dallas area. Fletcher Cauth~>n. P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster, TX 75146. AC 214 /224-:;28::;0:...:0.:..• -:-----::--
WnRIIInr.rtnu. D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our na tlon's capital, Church of Christ. t 11 
~RI'It Brnddock Rd., AlexAndria. VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
RETiRE in beantlful. healthy·Sed~..:::,.,-n-a-.-a-n_d.,....se __ rv_e~t:-he 
Lord in a vrowinll' church. Information 11ack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona. 
Ariz. 86340. 
Let us prin-t-th,_e_n_e-xt membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. St>nd for information and free 
sample directoryo. Snangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
l'all (916\ RRI'i-l'i77R. 
Coml:'regation of 100 plus in a communitv of 25.000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for ~erowing parsonnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congrellatlon programs in 
bussing, visitation personnel work, rncllo and news
naper outreach. Excellent physical faciliti<!s includ
inlt home proviflc>•l. Send resume to RP.ed Munsell 
S:lR Williams. HastingA, Nebraska 68901 or call 
( 402) 46:l-1464 ( 402) 462-8469. 
PREACHER NEEDED: F'.:..u~ll;..:...,.ti:-m-e--:f:-o-T-IIm-a-;-;IJ-c-on-
greqatlon of approximately GO members. Spiritual 
matnrity and exnerience desired. Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67. Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 

The Church of Christ in Waterbury, Conn. is look
Ing for a preacher with experience, sound In the 
faith, and a good personal worker. The University 
Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas provides part of 
the support. Send resumes to 27 Bayview Circle 
Wolcott, Ct. 06716 and to the University Church of 
Christ, 733 E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 76901. Phone 
203 879-4195. 

FOR SALE 
Da Lite 18' x 20' elec. projection screen. Ceiling or 
wall mount. Excellent condition $750, Lynn Yocum 
(214) 241-0800, 245-6950. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Hollywood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday worship II A.M., 6 P.M. 
W"dnesday 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

11h miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

"Information. on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great :ncome. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '8t 225, by December '82 21!5. currently, 
minister staff' of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand pr2sent group and (B\ de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fiel:ls are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
Ing on the rhrht man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, calJ ni~rhts (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brcoklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of MinnCRpolis. Minnesota. 
CLASSIFIED ADS-(1·4-7-~1~-2,...-:-b-y...,6~C-en-.-o-n__,.6.,....) -.. -... -.. -. -.... 

Have retired from local work: Will hold short 
meetings or assist any congregation in driving dis
tant"e of Orland. Cqlif. Jt•st expense for tri"l all 
that's required. Call 916-865-2974 or write George 
S. Wilkins, Rt. 4, Box 4046, Sp. 19, Orland, Calif. 
95!1113. 

"Interested in part time prea~hing in the Houston 
area. Please rail 1-713-~58-7845.'' 
Couple N ceded-W.;-o.:.;r;,:k:...;;.w:..;i;:-th;..:::...:.:a:.:._g_r-ow-=-in_g __ c-::h,.-u_r_t'-:-h-on 
the Navajo Reservation at l<inLiChee, Arizona. A 
couple without s"hool age children Is desire•!. If you 
are able to teach and are intere11ted, contact C. C. 
Knox, Churt'h of Christ Mit;Sicn. P.O. Rox 360, 
Gnnado, Arizona fl6505. Fhone 602-755-3528. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 33 years old, ·married, 
1 child. Present'y .in mission area of W.VA. Resume, 
tane, referon~e"~ rvailnble. 304-61!2-4757. 

PREPUBLICATION SALE: Memphis School of 
Prea~hing Lectures. "A Survey of the First Fi'teen 
Years.'' Volume I is currently being preparl!d for a 
Mart"h 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion t"an h., reserv"fl by s"ndir~r J10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover. to: The Kingdom Press, 
P.O. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 629112. 

IN''ESTIGATF.J Th.- Firm FnnndntlnlJ 
triP" to Rt'rt"f"n ndTt"rtl,.lns:. nncl "·Ill nnf 
knnn·ln.z-1,- tnkto qnt"Rtlnnnhl.- n•h·.-rthdns:. 
Out It I" the rtondrr'" rr"ftnn .. lhlllt,- tn ln
VPRthrnt.-. J,lkr nn,- nthl'r pns••r. '"'" tmm•· 
tlmtoR nnwltttn.rly rnn nn un\Tnrtb,- nd. 
A" fhP old "n7'1Diil: .rnt•M, lte-lnre- ,-ou ln,-.-.. t. 
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Retreat at the Woodlands Inn in Houston July I 0-1 2 to launch a $2 mil
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to reach t he unchurched . At the Retreat it was announced that $725,000 
in a dvanced gifts had been pledged by the Board leadership. Pictured, 

left to right, J oe R. Barnett (presid ent and and director of Pathway 
Evangelism), Charles Horton, Jack Cardwell (Chairman of tho Board), 
Reuel Lem mons, Don Fletcher, Harrold Owe n, Jerry C ox, and Allen Is
bell. Board members not pictured a re Lee Goodman, Rip G riffin, George 

Thompson, and Norve l Young. 
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Religion in the Classroom 

Within a few days school will be star ting, and chil
dren f rom Christian homes are about to be indoctri
nated in a religi·on their parents do not believe in. This 
religion is the doctrine of evolution. 

We fully agree that the classroom should not be used 
as a pulpit for the Christian religion-or any other re
ligion. We would not urge that students be indoc
trinated in any philosophy. We would not even support 
prayer in the classroom because most public school 
teachers are incapable of leading students in acceptable 
prayer, and most students have not the slightest con
cept of what prayer is about. 

But we do strenuously object, and have since the 
courts kicked the religion of the Bible out and en
throned the religion of science-evolution-in the class
room. We have never seen more dedicated cultists than 
the cult of scientists that are so dogmatic about their 
unproven faith in evolution. To question evolution is, 
with them, worse then to question the Bible is with 
Christians. You would think that anyone who ques
tioned evolution is a complete and total nincompoop if 
you listen to these evolutionists. They know they cannot 
prove their theory. They know that a theory is all it is. 
Yet they demand the right to indoctrinate your children 
in their religion while denying your children the right 
to be indoctrinated in the religion you believe is right. 

In science classes from the first grade through high 
school evolution is presented as an established fact 
when every teacher who teaches it knows painfull; 
well that it is a theory and not a fact. More than half 
of all American biology students t his fall will study 
biology from the BSCS textbooks, and most of the rest 
from textbooks that present a similar view. These 
biology texts all present evolution as an established 
fact, when every author and every teacher knows that 
evolution is not an established fact. It is a t heory-a 
faith-nothing more. 

Our chief concern is t hat Christian parents will send 
their children to school this fall to be indoctrinated in 
the religion of evolution, and then wonder why it is 
hard to hold them in the faith of the Bible. Parents 
have not shown the degree of concern that they should 
show. If someone were blatantly teaching their chil
dren a false doctrine, using the Bible as a basis, par
ents would hl:!-ve a fit, but classroom teachers can teach 
them the r eligion of evolution and few will raise a 
finger. When you support a public school system that 
teaches your child from kindergarten through high 
school that man is a mere animal that has evolved, and 
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all his value systems are based on this concept, how can 
you expect him to reach adulthood believing that he 
was created by God, endowed with an immortal soul, 
and destined for glory? Is it any wonder that we are 
losing the youth of the church? If all life has arisen 
from a single source, which was in itself an inorganic 
form, than total oblivion is its destiny. 

Many do not know the difference between evolution 
and natural selection. And even some Christian parents 
t hink the two are the same. Natural selection is a sci
entific principle. Evolution is not. You can demonstrate 
and prove the principle of natural selection. You cannot 
prove evolution. E vol ution is a faith-a r eligion. 

Evolution deals with origins. Natural selection does 
not. Evolution cannot be duplicated in a laboratory. The 
basis of all scientific proof is that you can repeat a 
process and observe the results. Evolution, despite its 
millions of attempts to do so, has never demonstrated a 
single example. The links are all missing. The whole 
chain is missing. 

We resent the arrogance of textbook authors who 
blatantly say that "evolution is a scientific fact" when 
they know it is not. The very best that can be said for 
it is that it is a conclusion drawn from some indications 
but without scientific proof. Therefore to teach it as a 
fact when it is merely a belief, is to teach a religion 
(with t he support of the state) after having cleared out 
the teaching of any other r eligion from the classroom. 
Parents should not only be concerned about what is 
happening in this area of the educational process, they 
should be up in arms. 

We do not believe in making a church of the class
room. We would oppose the teaching of Roman Catholi
cism in the public schools, or even the teaching of the 
views of Christians. And we oppose just as strongly the 
teaching of the religion of evolution, and the developing 
of a church of evolution in t he public classroom. 

If evolution is true there is no need for t he super
natural. There is no room for hope after death. Might 
makes right, and our whole Christian-oriented value 
system is a hoax. Courts do the land an injustice by 
enthroning the religion of evolution in the public 
schools. Parents have none to blame but themselves if 
they put up with it. 
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"How Can Anyone Hate a Nice Guy Like Me?" 

I have given them thy word, F ather, 
and the world has hated them because 
they are not of the world even as I am 
not of this world (John 17:14) . 

Don't know about you, but I like to be 
liked. My wife, for example, likes me. She 
thinks I 'm smart, good looking, and strong 
(after aJI, I was smart enough to mar ry 
her)! 

"Why can't everyone like me, like my 
wife (or husband, or parent, or baseball 
buddy, etc.) likes me?" So we ask our
selves. 

Jesus answers : 
(a) They hated me (John 17:14a). 
(b) I Jive in you (Gal. 2:20; Phil 2 :12, 

13) 
(c) Therefore they hate you (John 17: 

14b) 
But, why, oh Lor.d, why? You are love 

and you Jive in us- so why does the world 
hate us? 

Here's why : 
We don't fit in with the tuo?"ld's plans 

(J "hn 17-16). J esus did not fit in. They 
either hugged him-or hated him. No in
between. 

You either foJiow him or f ight him. 
Since we don't fit in, they fight us. 
Driving on the interstate one August 

noon, I felt the steering wheel puJI heavy 
against my touch. I heard the humpa 
humpa-humpa-humpa of a left rear tire 
grabbing the road ready to collapse. 

I puJied over, unlocked t he trunk, lifted 
the jack-iron, snapped off the clanging 
hub-cap and shoved the jack's lug-wrench 
over the top lug. Jerking hard .to my left, 
I felt the wrench slip from the nut like 
warm butter. I stumbled, off-balance, to 
my left. I tried another nut : jerk-slide
stumble. 

'I felt the hot fumes of a tornado of cars 
s lamming against my face. I heard the 
raucous, oh-too-close blare of semi
trailers stampeding at my back. Sweat 
dripped off nose and chin and sizzled on 
pavement below. Grease smeared my 
hands. A headache screamed in my skull. 

The wrench did not fit. The stupid, un
cooperative, trouble-making wrench. did 
not fit. I hated that wr ench. I hated 1t be
cause it did not fit. 

That's why the world hated Christ. 
That's why the world hates Christians. 

We do not fit. 
We s it at office, coffee-shop or school 

cafeteria. Johnny rises and leaves. 
And the pack lunges. 
"Y'know what Liz told me about John

ny? You're not gonna believe this 
but .... " 

And, like wolves on a crippled rabbit, 
they tear in. Goss ip, rumor, innuendo, 
suspicions ... slander. 

NEIL GALLAGHER 

Except you, the Christian. 
You say : " How does Liz know that's 

true?" You challenge them to document 
their information. And they hate you be
cause you .don't fit. 

You say: "Maybe Johnny wasn't feel
ing good. Maybe Liz is wrong." You give 
Johnny the benefit of the doubt. And the 
coffee group or cafeter ia gr oup hates you. 

You see, they use people and you love 
people. 

You don't fit in. 
On bus or ballpark, the school or work

gang g iggles about viewing Cinema Il's or 
TV's jokes about sex, God and violence. 
They smirk about the tough words, casual 
blasphemy, and nude bodies filling the 
screen. 

You sit silent. 
Your very silence is a threat. 
The J?UY says : " What's the matter Sal 

... kinda quiet." 
" I didn't watch that show ... matter 

of fact. I don't I!'O to those kind of shows or 
watch 'em on TV." 

"Hey. man ... it's just fiction .. . ju::;t 
a laugh." 

And you say-with a smile-"The Bible 
says: whattver is honorable, lovely, pure 
and exceJient--think on those things." 

And the !!'ang bristles and chafes and 
h'ltes you. Because you don't f it in. 

W e a1·e mi1·rors. Like the wicked queen, 
people in the wor'd look in mirrors of 
their own creation and croon; "mirror, 
m;rror on the waiJ . . . who is the fairest 
of them aJI." And the mirrors of their OW?i 

creation flatter with : "You are the fairest 
of them all." 

Until they stand in front of a Christian 
and look in the mirror of Jesus Christ. 

And the mirror of Jesus Christ, re
f lecting throu~h you, says : "AJI have 
s inned and fall short of the glory of God." 
(Romans 3 :23) 

Before they looked in that mirror, shin
ing through you, they preened themselves 
with the thoughts : 

I'm not a sinner but a nice man whom 
God obviously will admit into heaven be
cause, at the pearly gates, I 'll hand him 
my tickets: 

- I never murdered anyone 
- I go to chur_ch 
- I !!'ive to the American Cancer Society 
- I don 't smoke and I don't chew and I 

don't run with the ganj! that do. 
But those t ickets shred like wet kleenex 

when held up to the 1nirror of J E"sus 
Christ, reflected in you, a Christian. That 
mirror gleams with an embarrassing re
flection: "All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God." 

The world hates to look into tha t mirror. 
That's why the world hates Christians 

who, in mind, mouth and manner, reflect 
the light of Christ. 

Christians are mirrors who reflect t ruth, 
We do not reflect what the wor ld likes to 
see about itself-but what it needs to see. 

At Funland, Everystate, U.S.A., there 
is a row of wavy, hilarious mirrors. A 385 
pound yacht of a woman heaves herself 
in front of a mirror in which she can 
see the reflection of a Twiggy figure she 
likes. A 127 match-stick man (sounds like 
a runner) f loat s in front of a mirror in 
which he can see the reflection of a barrel
chested, bould~r-biceped figure he likes. 

Neither does fat woman nor matchstick 
man like t o look in the mirror they need. 
They hate real mirrors because mir rors 
shine with truth. 

3. We call for commi tment and disci
pline. I am embarrassed by my utter lack 
of originality in repefltinl! the story, you 
know, of Mr. Pig and Mr. Chicken going 
to breakfast. 

"What'll we have for breakfast?" ask 
the two. 

Chicken says: "Let's have bacon and 
eggs." And Pig says: "Hold on, chicken, 
for you that's a contribution; for me, i t's 
total commitment." 

Americans ar e d rugged on two pills: 
(1) personal peace (leave me alone) and 
(2) affluence (stroke my body). 

Senate Chap'ain Pet2r MarshaJI, in the 
burr of a rolling Scotch-clip. prayed in 
th2 right direction: "Oh God. help us to be 
people who stand for something lest we faJI 
for anything!" 

Martin Luther King said: "If a person 
has noth ing worth dying for, he has 
nothing worth Jiving for." 

Jesus said it best: "Greater Jove has no 
man that this: that a man lay down his 
life for his friends." J ohn 15:13) 

This is commitment. 
This is discipline. 
The world hates to hear it. They want to 

compromise, procrastinate, befriend, in
gratiate and blend in. 

They call us names because th~y are 
scared of our commitment to Chn st. I n 
the parking Jot, public podium or press, 
they try to blow our legs off and stop our 
Christian run with bullets like "Funda
mentalist!" "Bible-thumper!" "Church of 
Chr ist l" "Religious fanatic." 

The world hates us. 
They hated him and called him names. 

J esus said they'd do the same to us. (John 
17 :14). 

A call of follow Christ is a call to die 
to self. This is what we stand for. 

This is what we are. 
This is why the world h ates us. 

22 Wampanoag Trail, East Providence, 
Rhode I sland 02915 
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WALK W ITH T HE MASTE~ 

Life of Power-

Going T ~ Be With Jesus 

The beloved apostle Paul-ever dedi
cated and determined, purposeful and per
sistent, conscientious and courgeous-had 
many strong qualities of character that 
made him so. One of the most influential 
keys to power of life was the reality of 
"For me to live is Christ" (Phil. 1 :21). 
But that was coupled with "And to die is 
gain." "Having- the des ire to depart and 
be with Christ" (Phil. 1 :23) involved not 
only his joyful expectation for the future 
but also constituted a great strength for 
the. present. His whole life was encom
passed in his relationship to J e3us. For him 
to live was Christ. He had a constant con
sciousness of being a servant of his Lord, 
of working for and with h im. And he had a 
growing yearning for the present fellow
ship to go and be with his Lord personally. 
What a challenge his example is to us! 
Right now-once again-is a good time 
for us to enter a private place where we 
can pray humbly in t he committing of our
selves to the Lord: "Oh, Lord, I want that 
in my body J esus should be magnified. 
Help me so to live that he will be glori
fied; let me so die that he will be glori
fied ." 

"To Live Is Christ" 

Life Given to Christ. Here's the key: " I 
count all things to be loss for the ex
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count them refuse" 
(Phil. 3 :8) . J esus was his Savior and Jesus 
was his Lord. Saul's first question of his 
new-found faith in Jesus as the Messiah 
had been, "What shall I do, Lord" (Acts 
22:10), and that surrender of will, commit
ment of life, stayed with him for a life
time. It expressed itself time and again in 
declarations such as, "I have been cru
cified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
that live. but Christ liveth in me : and that 
life which I now live in the flesh I live in 
faith, the faith which is the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself up for 
me" (Gal. 2 :20) . Christ was his life and 
his message. 

With J esus Every Day. This zealous 
man of God who yearned to go and be with 
J esus in heaven had a living sense of com
panionship with him every day. H e saw 
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himself as a b'ondservant (slave) of Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 1:1), with all the closeness 
and devotion that would imply. He knew 
himself to be a prisoner of the Lord 
(Eph. 4 :1), with the true realization that 
the t hings which had happened to him 
helped to advance the cause of his Master 
(Phil. 1:12 )-saying, "So that my bonds 
became manifest in Christ throughout the 
whole praetorian guard, and to all the 
rest; and that most of the brethren in the 
Lord, being conf ident through my bonds, 
are more abundantly bold to speak the 
word of God without fear" (verses 13 and 
14). He understood that he was an apostle 
of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:1), with a vi
brant appreciation for the responsibilit ies 
such discipleship entailed. He counted 
h'mself to be a solder (Phil. 2 :25), with 
the selflessness of full commitment and 
loyalty expressed in his exhortation to 
young Timothy, "Suffer ha rdship with me, 
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No 
soldier on service entangleth himself in the 
affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who enrolled him as a soldier" (2 
Tim. 2:3, 4). His was a strength and zeal 
resulting not only from his gratitude to 
Jesus as his Savior but also from h is sense 
of a personal relationship with Jesus in 
his service-including the suffering ("For 
as the sufferings of Christ abound unto 
us, even so our comfort also aboundeth 
through Christ," 2 Cor. 1:5). How beau
tifully this was expressed near the end 
of his life when he was imprisoned at 
Rome: "Whereunto I was appointed a 
preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher. 
For which cause I suffer also these 
things: yet I am not ashamed; for I know 
him whom I have believed, and I am per
suaded that he is able to guard that which 
I have committed unto him against that 
day" (2 Tim. 1:11, 12). What a marvelous 
summation of trust was his as he accepted 
a needed thorn in the flesh: "Most g ladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my weak
nesses, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Wherefore I take pleasure in 
weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I 
strong" (2 Cor. 12:9, 10) . Truly, truly, "I 
can do all things in him that strengthenth 
me" (Phil. 4 :13). 

Going to Be With Jesus 
With Jes us in Person. As close as the 

apostle Paul was to .T esus, as keenly as he 
felt the presence of his Lord, as calmly as 
he accepted whatever h appened to him be
cause of his faithfulness as a disciple of 
Christ, he yet looked forward to the ulti
mate--befng with J esus in person. The 
earthly foretaste would one day find its 
unending perfection in the very presence 
of his Lord. That, indeed, "is very far bet
ter" (Phil. 1 :23). Even "the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the g lory which shall be 
revealed to us-ward" (Rom. 8-18). 

Just now I'm reminded of an experience 
some years ago when I h 2d preached on a 
Lord's day evening about the wonder a nd 
glory of the eternally happy home. Vari
ous scriptures had been read in which 
heaven stood out in beautiful contrast to 
our life-experiences here on earth. Effort 
was made to provide the Bible picture of 
eternal life in the hope that no hearer 
would be inclined to miss heaven for any
thing here on earth. There is nothing 
worth miss ing heaven for! ... At the close 
of the service, just prior to his closing 
prayer , a young man quietly said to the as
sembly, "When I get to heaven, the one 
thing I want more than a ny other thing is 
to see J esus." I hadn't even mentioned that 
in the sermon- but be assured that I have 
never preached about the glories of heaven 
since that time without stressing "Going 
to be with Jesus." 

Today's Motivation. This great hope and 
expectation of being with Jesus after our 
brief earthly life is over gives us strength 
and purpose, patience and endurance. 
Faith, hope and love (1 Cor. 13: 13) are 
so much a part of our lives here-but with 
the ultimate yet to be. Here we fight the 
good fight, we follow the course, we walk 
in the faith. Then, at the end of life's little 
day, we say with the apostle Paul: "The 
t ime of my departure is come. I have 
fought the good fight , I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of right
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give to me at that day" (2 
Tim. 4 :6-8). "And so shall we ever be with 
the Lord" (1 Thess. 4 :17). Amen and 
Amen ! 
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Leaders Through Lack of Objection 
WAYNE SMETHERS 

Not long ago, one of the brethren wrote an article for the 
Firm Foundation, entitled "The Wrong Men In The Leadership." 
It was an excellent article and identified a problem with which 
many members of the church are too painfully aware. Have we 
really analyzed how such a situation has come about? 

Are the qualifications given by the scriptures inadequate 
and insufficient? Are they too difficult to app!y to the obtaining 
of truly qualified men? Are churches being too careless and lax 
in applying them to men who are candidates for office? Just why 
is it that there are so many men in positions of leadership in the 
church who ought not to be there, and who are actually a detri
ment to the church? This is a serious question, and one that 
needs an answer. This article will attempt to do so, at least in 
part. 

How are men usually selected and inducted into office? The 
usual procedure will probably go something like this: if there are 
elders already, they will make an announcement that they feel 
that more men should be appointed as elders and deacons. There 
may be some special lessons along this line to the church, study
ing the qualifications that members should use in suggesting 
names, and pointing out the serious responsibility that rests upon 
members. A certain period is usually set, during which itme 
names may be turned in. 

Once this period has expired, there may be some arbitrary 
elimination of names by the elders or a committee, with the 
possible reasons being that some things may be already known 
to the elders for which they believe that a certain man should 
not be inducted into office, or it may be upon the basis of the 
small number of suggestions that were turned in for a given 
man. Personal counselling with the men left, in order to de
termine their own thinking about the possibility of their serving, 
often follows. 

Customarily, once the complete list has been edited, the names 
are then presented to the congregation, again with the an
nouncement that a specified time is being set, during which, if 
anyone has any objections to any of the candidates, he is to 
bring this to the attention of the eldership. It may be required 
that objections be stated in writing, and signed. At the expiration 
of this period, if no legitimate objections have been raised and 
sustained, the men will be inducted into office. There is a serious 
flaw in this procedure, and it may be one of the principal rea
sons why the wrong men are getting into the leadership. 

In a congregation of any size, it is not unusual for a man's 
name to be suggested by no more than 5-10% of the membeMhip. 
What about the other 90-95%? By their very failure to turn in 
the names of these men, are they saying that they are not willing 
to accept them as elders and deacons? Are they saying that they 
really don't care who the elders and deacons are? Are they saying 
that they feel that they do not known any men in the congrega
tion well enough to be responsible to make suggestions? Just 
what are they saying? It may be very important. 

Regardless of the reason at this point, however, it is important 
to note that men are being inducted, not because 90-95 percent 
of the congregation said that they saw the spiritual qualifica-

tions in these men and were willing to accept them in that 
capacity, but they are being inducted because that large per
centage did not object. 

There are some very significant reasons why they may not 
do so. In the first place, the whole thrust of Christian teaching 
is against fault-finding and adverse criticism. In asking people 
to raise objections, even if they have them in mind, we are asking 
them to go against all of this teaching. Many people will not 
express objections because of their feelings of guilt about faults 
of their own. They think, "What right do I have to raise any 
objections?" 

If objections must be submitted in writing, it is even more un
likely that objections will be expressed, even if theY: are known. 
In spite of all the assurances of secrecy and confidentiality, 
people know very well that thest;! have often been broken. If that 
happens, and awkward situation, to say the very least, is created 
between them and those who are now elders or deacons. 

I remember a case very well that occurred a numbe~ of years 
ago. A man in the eldership was causing a great deal of trouble 
in the congregation. One of the men in the congregation stated 
that the man had always had a reputation of being a liar at the 
place where they both worked. When requests for nominations 
for elders and deacons was made to the church, it was required 
that any objections be in writing and signed. This man re
marked, "I wasn't about to write that down and sign my name 
to it." One could hardly blame him. So, while many may have 
had misgivings and adverse knowledge, no one said anything, 
and because they didn't the man was inducted into office. He 
became an elder, not because of the positive expression from the 
congregation that they respected him, and wanted him as an 
elder, but because no one said that they didn't want him. So long 
as this is the procedure for finding and inducting men into of
fice we will continue to get men there who are not qualified. 
There needs, instead, to be a positive expression of desire from 
a substantial part of th congregation. Only then will we know 
that they are widely respected and desired. 

To deal with this problem an eldership could go through their 
church directory and make a good estimate as to how many 
people they could expect to responsibly respond. Of this number 
a percentage could then be set up, to be required as a positive 
expression from the congregation, before a man's name would 
be considered further. This percentage should be at least a ma
jority of that part of the congregation that has be~n dete~ined 
as potentially responsive. If this is not done, by the1r very failure 
to submit the name of a particular man, it is evident that the 
members do not consider him qualified, and are unwilling to 
accept him in that capacity. Through this method we have. a 
positive expression of judgment and prefere~ce, and men w1ll 
eventually be inducted into office on that bas1s. 

If we are getting the wrong men into the leadership, perhaps 
it is our selection procedures that need tightening up, and cor
recting. 

1418 SE Melmart Dr., Bartlesville, OK 74008 
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Church of Christism 
Two bulletins have crossed my desk re

cently that cause me quite a bit of con
cern. The doctrine they are teaching is not 
new; at least it has been around ever since 
I can remember, but then I am only 34. 
For convenience we can call this doctrine 
"Church of Christism." Some have won
dered what Church of Christism is; for 
their sake it may be defined thus: "Church 
of Christism is that tendency to view the 
Churches of Christ that do not use instru
mental music in a denominational way 
often referring to them collectively as th~ 
Church of Christ." It is held in varying 
degrees by many people, quite often even 
by those who loudly insist, "The Church 
of Christ is not a denomination." 

Notice that I did not define Church of 
Chri<;tism as the belief that the Churches 
of Christ comprise a denomination called 
the Church of Christ. This belief is a part 
of Church of Christism in our world 
today, but only a small part. The only rea
son why people believe this is that they see 
these who claim that Churches of Christ 
do not make up a denomination speak of 
them. and a pparently even think of them 
as if they were. This is Church of 
Christism. 

Before procPeding further we need to 
define the word "denomination." Webster's 
Seventh Netu Collegiate Dictionary defines 
~t thu~: "a reliJ?ious organization uniting 
m a smgle legoal and administrative body 
a number of lccal congregations." Notice 
tl,at a denomination is a group of local 
ckurckes. Contrast this with the Biblical 
use of the word "church." In the New 
Testament, excent for the five passages in 
I Corinthians where the word means the 
pubUc assembly, the word always means 
a group of people who assemble together 
usually at least once a week (some don't 
make it that often). In the same way the 
U!liversal church is a group of people who 
w1ll assemb!P. together at Christ's second 
coming (I Thess. 4 :16-17). We can de
fine the universal church as "all the people 
who are saved throughout the whole world 
throughout the whole Christian age (i.e., 
from the Day of Pentecost to Christ's sec
ond coming)." This is what one skould 
mean when he speaks of "the church of 
Christ." 

Christ's church is made up of everyone 
who has been or will be saved in this age. 
When a person is saved, God adds them to 
his church (Acts 2:47; Col. 1 :13). A per
son c~nnot be saved without being a part 
of th1s church ; neither can one be a part 
of it without being saved. Once a person 
has been saved there is nothing further 
that he needs to do to become a part of 
God's church, because God himself adds 
him to it. It is not an organization that a 
person can joi!l. Not. only does God provide 
the entrance mto h1s church he provides 
the salvation. While we were' helpless sin
ners, he sent Christ to die on the cross to 
provide for giveness of s ins. There is 
nothing that we have done or could do to 
merit or earn such salvation. It is all due 
to the grace of God (Rom. 5:6-10; Eph. 
2:8-10) . But even so, this salvation must 
be accepted to be of any worth. A man 
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plays a part in his own salvation, but it is 
a part of acceptance, not of merit. Four 
items on man's part are associated with 
salvation in the Bible: faith (Mark 16-16), 
repentance (II Cor. 7-10), confession 
(Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism (I Pet. 3:21) . 
Therefore if a man believes in Christ 
Jesus, repents of his sins, confesses Christ 
and is baptized into him, God saves hirr: 
and adds him to the church. 

Church of Christism, on the other hand, 
holds that the Church of Christ is made up 
of all the local Churches of Christ that do 
not use instrumental music. This is a de
no~ination view. This may be seen by 
notmg a parallel with an obviously de
nominational situation. If one inquires 
what the Free Will Baptist Church teach
es, he is asking about the Free Will Bap
tist denomination. He is talking about a 
group of local churches, each of which 
calls itself a Free Will Baptist Church. 
The word "church" in the first instance 
means denomination, a meaning which is 
good English but not Biblical. In the same 
way, those infested with Church of Christ
ism speak of what the Church of Christ 
teaches. They are not speaking of the uni 
ver sal church; it does not teach anything· 
it is the Bible that teaches. They are re~ 
f erring to the commonly accepted doctrine 
among Churches of Christ. And it may 
even ~e a non-Biblical point, such as the 
neecss1ty of song leaders or of "placing 
membership." In doing so, they are speak
ing in denominational terms (referring 
to a group of churches) just as much as 
when someone speaks of the Free Will 
Baptist Church. 

Again, those that hold to this "ism" do 
not commonly refer to themselves as Chris
tians, but as members of the Church of 
Christ. But when they use the term 
"Church of Christ" like this they are not 
talking about the universal church · 
rather they are referring to the group of 
churches, each of which calls itself a 
Church of Christ and does not use instru
mental music. You ask for proof? Easy! 
Ask them if they are members of the 
church of God. If they mean the universal 
church when they call themselves members 
of the Church of Christ, they will answer 

A Sign of Love 
One of the most difficult things for me 

to understand as a child was when my 
father told me he spanked me because he 
loved me. And it is only now, as a father 
myself, that I can begin to understand 
what my own father meant. 

No parent can love a child as God wants 
t~at. c?ild to b~ loved without practicing 
d1sc1phne. A ch1ld left to himself will be a 
terror! How many children do you know 
who were left to do as they pleased who 
grew up to be productive and responsible 
human beings? They are the exceptions 
and not the rule. 
. J\nd God's love for his children is very 

Similar to a father's love for his son. 
God reproves and chastens us because he 

loves us. He knows what will happen to 

"Yes." But they will not answer "Yes"· 
they will answer "No." Or ask them if 
someone who belongs to a Church of Christ 
that uses instrumental music is a member 
of the church of Christ. "Oh, no," they will 
answer, "he is a member of the Christian 
Church." But however wrong he is on the 
question of instrumental music, he is still 
a member of t he church of Christ, if we are 
referring to the un iversal church. But 
those who hold to Church of Christism do 
not usually use the term Church of Christ 
to refer to the universal church (all who 
have been saved, whether following the 
apostle 's teaching completely or not) ; 
rather they usually are referring to a 
group of churches (a denominational con
cept). One cannot belong to a g roup of 
churches without belonging to a denomi
nation. It is proper to say that one is a 
member of the such-and-such Church of 
Christ (referring to a local church), but it 
is denominational to the cor e to say that 
one is a member of a group of churches, 
whether they are called "the Churches of 
Christ" or "the Church of Christ." 

Brothers, we need to watch our lan
guage. More than that, we need to watch 
our thinking. When we say something like 
"I am a member of the Church of Christ 
because it teaches such-and-such," we are 
using denominational language. I s it any 
wonder that our Baptist friends think we 
are either lying or crazy when we say, 
"The Church of Christ is not a denomina
tion"? They understand us to be ta!king 
about a group of churches each of which 
calls i tself a Church of Ch;ist. T hey would 
not argue with the statement if they 
understood us to be talking about the uni
versal church, although they would, no 
doubt, argue about who is in the universal 
church. 
B~t even more seriously, is it any won

der 1f many Christians within Churches 
of Christ think the preacher is a fool 
when he says, "The Church of Christ is not 
a denomination"? As the undenomina
tiona l concept fades away, a new denomi
nation-"The Church of Christ"-will 
arise. Don't think it can't happen; it did 
among t hose churches now in the Disciples 
of Christ denomination. How long, broth
ers, how long will it be before that hap
pens? Now is the time, more than ever 

(Continued on page 11) ' 

STEVEN CLARK GOA D 

our lives if we are left to fend for our
selves without proper restraints and 
guidelines. We will become spiritual de
linquents. 

I regret that there are so many children 
to~ay who a re left without proper parental 
gu1dance. There are neglected ones who 
would give almost anyth ing to have a 
mother or father who cared enough to say 
"Be in by eleven!" Children with parent~ 
who don't care know they aren't loved. 

Thank goodness we have a father who 
cares enough about us to give us some 
sound advice and good rules by which to 
live. Discipline is one of God's true signs 
of love. Never forget it. 
2715 N. Averill Ave., Flint, Michigan 
48506 
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The Preacher and His Money ( 6) 
GLEN CROWE 

Preachers and the Insurance Problem 

We have in the insurance business a lot 
of people who are honest and try to help 
their clients. We also have a lot that are 
out to make a sale, and that is their only 
interest. It seems that preachers have a 
lot of the latter group to call on them, 
because a lot of preachers waste a lot of 
money on insurance. As I work with the 
preachers in various workshops, I find 
more misunderstanding about insurance 
then just about any other subject. 

Health Insurance 
In this day of high medical cost. it is 

very important that you have a good medi
cal program. You or a member of your 
family can spend one week in the hospital 
and have a bill of over five thousand dol
lars. In the past couple of years, I have 
known of two preachers that have had 
medical bills of over $20,000.00. Without 
medical insurance they would be ruined. 

There are two kinds of medical insur
ance (1) group and (2) individual plans. 
There are some advantages and disad
vantages to both. Group insurance has 
been oversold. If a preacher can qualify 
for an individual program, he will be 
much better off. A group will increase in 
rates according to the medical expense of 
the group, and it may be cancelled. In 
the past week, a group was cancelled that 
40 preachers were in. Two of these fami
lies are now uninsurable, so they cannot 
get coverage. This often happens in a 
group. 

Individual plans will be written if you 
and your family are in good health. If you 
are under 45 years of age and you and 
your family are in good health, you will 
be able to get better coverage at a cheaper 
rate than you can in a group. Also most 
individual plans can be written with guar-
anteed renewable clauses. . 

If you already have an individual hos
pital insurance program, be very careful 
about dropping it and buying another one. 
After a policy is two years old, it is in
contestable. This means that a claim has 
to be paid even if information was incor
rect on the application. During the first 
two years, any policy can be contested. If 
your coverage is not enough, perhaps you 
can add a major medical to it instead of 
buying a new program. 

Contributions by a church to provide 
health and accident insurance for the 
preacher is not taxable income to him. 
Therefore, the church should pay the 
premiums on hospital and disability in
come insurance. If the church is not willing 
to pay it, perhaps they would agree to 
deduct it from your salary and pay it to 
the insurance company. The bill should 
be sent directly to the church, and the 
church pay direct to the insurance com
pany the premiums. This amount then is 
not reported as income by the preacher 
either for income tax purpose or for so
cial security. In most cases, this will 
save over $100.00 per year in social se-

curity tax plus some on income tax for the 
preacher. 

Life Insurance 
You need enough life insurance so that 

in the event of your death all of your debts 
can be paid off, funeral expenses paid, 
home paid for for the family, and income 
to the family. In most cases, where the 
preacher has minor children and pays so
cial security, he will need somewhere 
around $100,000.00 life insurance. If he 
does not pay into social security, he will 
need around $150,000.00 of life insurance. 

The preacher whose children are grown 
needs to consider his wife's needs. When 
the children are age 18, social security 
will stop to his wife. It is sad to see a 
woman 50 years old, who has been a 
preacher's wife and a mother for 30 
years, now a widow and no money. The 
preacher thought that he would not need 
insurance after his children were grown, 
so he bought term and now it is gone. So 
for the preacher whose children are 
grown, but he still has a wife under 60 
years of age, he will need a good amount 
of life insurance. 

It really doesn't make any difference 
what company you have your life insur
ance with. Most are surprised to find out 
that if you took the same plan in 100 
companies, there would be very little dif
ference in the cost or the cash value. When 
you drop your insurance with one company, 
and buy from someone else, you are 
the loser most of the time. Anytime you 
have an agent to call on you, and he ad
vises you to drop your life insurance and 
buy from him, you would do well to avoid 
him. Not always, but in most cases, the 
agent is not really interested in you, but 
trying to make a sale. 

There are really only two kinds of lif~ 
insurance, and that is TERM and WHOLE 
LIFE. Most other plans are a combination 
of these two. Term insurance does not 
cost as much when you buy it, but in the 
long run it is more expensive. It builds no 
cash value, the cost continues to go up, 
and when you are old and really need 
life insurance, it is gone. Whole life has a 
level premium and builds cash value. In 
the long run, it is much cheaper than term. 
There has been a lot of advice to preachers 
to buy term insurance and invest the 
difference. This is bad advice, and the 
facts and figures that are often quoted are 
just not true. The average rate of return 
on savings accounts over the last 20 years 
is 4.5% and common stocks have been 
about the same, 4.7%. So the thought that 
one can invest the difference between term 
and whole life and make a lot of money is 
just not true. In many cases, it may end 
up a loss. 

What kind should you buy then? By 
now, you should have put together a 
budget. How much can you spend for life 
insurance? Now figure out how much you 
need. Buy all of it whole life that you can, 
and the balance in term, then convert the 
term as time goes by. Insurance is to pro-

teet you against the things that you cannot 
afford to lose. If you can afford to lose 
something, then do not insure it. If you 
have a family, they cannot afford to lose 
your earning power, so it must be insured. 

Most insurance companies will write a 
rider for your insurance policy that will 
double the value of it if death occurs by 
accident. The cost for this is not much, but 
I do not advise you to buy it. First, it 
doesn't matter how a person dies as far 
as how much money the family will need 
to survive. Figure out how much life in
surance is l)eeded, buy life insurance, and 
do not gamble with accident insurance. It 
also may surprise you to learn that it is 
not very likely that your death will be acci
dental. I have been preaching for over 25 
years and have conducted over one hun
dred funerals. Only one of them was an 
accidental death. 

Your policies should have waiver of 
premium on them. This is a rider where 
the insurance company will waive the 
premium after .you have been disabled for 
a period of 6 months. The cost for this is 
not very much, and should always be 
added. Also, make sure that your policy 
has the automatic premium loan rider on 
it. This allows the company to borrow 
from the cash value and pay the premium. 
At the present time, I have $25,000.00 of 
life insurance on a man who drowned. His 
body has not been found, so it is impos
sible for the company to pay the death 
benefit until he is declared legally dead, 
and he is unable to pay the premium. If 
the automatic premium loan was not on 
the policy, it would lapse and there would 
be no benefits paid to his family. · 

Twisting is against the law. If an in
surance agent tells you to drop a whole life 
policy, and buy from him, he must fill out 
a comparison statement and submit a 
copy of it with the application to his 
company and give you a copy. If he causes 
you to take a loss, he is guilty of twisting, 
and subject to a fine or losing his license. 
Very seldom do you gain by changing from 
one company to another. Be very careful 
when you think about dropping a policy 
and replacing it with another. 

Disability Income Insurance 

What happens if you became disabled? 
Bills go on, groceries have to be pur
chased, money has to come from some
where. After a few months, the church is 
going to stop paying you, and if you do 
not have disability income insurance, you 
are going to have problems. There are 
some companies who will write disability 
income at a very low cost, but you do need 
to shop companies on this coverage. Buy a 
policy that will begin paying you about the 
90th day of disability and payable to age 
65 or life. 

Auto Insurance 
Most states require that you have 

liability insurance, but whether the law re
quires it or not, you cannot afford to drive 
without it. In a second of time, you can 
have an accident that will destroy property 
and life. You could face losses of thousands 
of dollars, and without liability insur
ance, you would be ruined. 

Continued on page 11 
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The Silent Majority 
God has given the church the most im .. 

portant and time demanding task on earth. 
That task, or mission, is to carry the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to every per
son in the world. This includes our next 
door neighbor, as well as the person who 
lives in far· off China. 

As to just how this mission is to be car
ried out, God did not specify. He has left 
us free to determine the ways and means 
of reaching the lost with the message that 
can save their souls. Of course, this is 
to be accomplished within the framework 
of the local autonomy of each congrega
tion, and through cooperation of any num
ber of these congregations, when neces
sary. 

But the task in itself is primarily an in
dividual one. Each Christian is responsible 
to do all that they can do, according to 
their own abilities, to reach the lost. No 
one Christian has any more or any less, 
responsibility in this area. Some can give 
more time to the work, if they are sup
ported partially or fulltime, but this does 
not make them any more responsible. 

Evangelism is, therefore, the work of 
every Christian. Acts 8 :4 tells us that, 
"They therefore that were scattered 

Poor Man's Wisdom 
How the city fathers must have scoffed 

at the idea! Ask a poor man-a "nobody" 
-how to rescue their city from the 
rava~re1 of seige'l Never! What could he 
know? Didn't his poverty and lowly status 
show clearly that he had no wisdom? With
out portfolio or credentials-why should 
they listen to him 'l Call the rich and fa
moue;; but listen to an unknown? 

But listen to him they did. And a good 
thing too. "There was a little city, and 
few men within it; and there came a great 
king against it, and beseiged it, and built 
great bulwarks against it: now there was 
found in it a poor wise man, and he by 
hi4J wisdom delivered the city; yet no man 
remembered that same poor man" (Eccl. 
9:14, 15). 

Solomon's story is a part of a larger 
observation about wisdom, the main point 
being that wisdom is powerful. It is "bet
ter" than resources which cannot direct 
themselves and may be misused. It is the 
key to freedom from life's tyranny. 

But in praising wisdom, the Preacher 
cannot resist the temptation to show us 
an undesirable trait all too common among 
us. "The poor man's wisdom is despised, 
and his words are not heard." After de
liverance from certain death by the coun
sel of a lowly spokesman, "no man re
membered that same poor man." How 
tragic, but typical of humanity! No 
medals or prizes for the poor! 

Is it any different in the church today? 
In some congregations, to ask the question 
is also to answer it. The leadership calls 
upon the fellowship for very little in the 
way of intelligence and wisdom. One who 
is "just a member" is rarely invited by 
his or her elders to offer insights or pos
sible solutions to the problems that be
seige and choke the life out of the church. 
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abroad went about preaching the word." 
Is this not God's plan of evangelism 'l 
Have we overlooked, or simply ignored, the 
obvious? Have we made evangelism so dif
ficult and complicated that only a few 
can carry out this God given task? God's 
plan of evangelism is, simply, every Chris
tian using every opportunity to reach 
every person they can. 

Some things in life seem to have no end 
to them. We simply accept this fact with 
them, and incorporate them into our 
daily living. Preparing meals, eating, 
brushing teeth, shaving, washing dishes, 
and many other things fall into this cate
gory. But I believe that evangelism should 
also come under this consideration. It 
should be a part of the daily life of every 
Christian. It should be as natural as eating 
or sleeping. . 

In life it can often be the simple things 
that accomplish the most. A "Thank you," 
for a job well done. A helping hand when 
one cannot make it alone. A word of en
couragement, when things are not going 
well. And the same is true in evangelism. 
A simple invitation to attend worship. 
A request to study the Bible in one's home. 
A friendly hello to a neighbor. A life 

JOHN GARDNER 

This is not true in some places, but in all 
too many places it is. The humble saint 
who has prayed and studied and served 
and grown over the years is easily over
looked at decision time because of the lack 
of designated position in the congregation. 
But wisdom is not found only in the elders, 
deacons, and preachers among us. Those 
who may seem "poor" in resources-in 
money, education, leadership ability, posi
t.io.,....:....may still possess that special wisdom 
which comes from a close, daily walk with 
the Lord. We dare not neglect or discount 
the wisdom of the "ordinary" saints 
among us; to do so is to die! 

Churches are beseiged on every side by 
forces that can choke and starve them to 
death. We often have the resources to tear 
down the enemy's bulwarks and send him 
scurrying, but we do not know how to 
utilize our assets wisely. While we argue 
over procedures, the membership :weakens 
and some die. We have big budgets, buses 
and Bible schools, but we are still be
seiged and immobilized. We must search 
for the poor but spiritually wise among 
us, plead for their assistance and then 
listen when they speak. Maybe they do 
know something after all. Such is not an 
abdication of the leaders' appointed role; 
it is in fact a great demonstration of it. 
The implmentation of wisdom from what
ever source must be channeled through the 
proper persons, so in the end the leaders 
still lead. 

How many congregations have fallen and 
are no more because the leaders were deaf 
to the wisdom of the poor? How many that 
are still alive but surrounded by the enemy 
can be spared if we will but hear the wis
dom of the poor servants of Jesus among 
us? 
25 Union Place, Vicksburg, Ms. 39180 

lived in complete dedication to God. These 
simple things, that anyone can do, become 
big factors in leading others to Christ. 

We hear much today about the "Silent 
Majority." We can say that the church 
also has its silent majority. These are the 
thousands of good Christians who simply 
do not speak out for Christ. They are the 
greatest untapped source of power and 
energy in the world. If each Christian 
would just make a small effort daily to 
reach the lost around them, we would see 
great things happen in evangelism. We 
have a tremendous mission to pursue
evangelizing the whole world-but this 
mission's accomplishment begins with each 
of us as individuals. Let's not be a part 
of the silent majority. Let's speak out for 
Christ every day! 
6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, CA 
92111 

Whom Do the Brethren Have 
Faith in? KEITH MARSHALL 

Having listened to brethren as they let 
down their hair with one another and 
watching their lives and especially as they 
relate to the church and its meetings, I 
have learned one thing: Their faith is in 
humans-not the Son of God! This has 
come through loud and clear. Their at
tendance and activity is governed by their 
like or dislike of the man in the pulpit! 
If they don't like him, they don't attend 
or just attend. If they have one that they 
like, they will work their heads off! So, 
over a period of time, as preachers come 
and go, they blow hot and then cold. 

Now, having been preaching and study
ing the Bible for twenty-seven years, I 
think I have a good understanding of what 
is required of a child of God: FAITH
FULNESS! Paul told the Corinthians that 
it was required of every Christian. Then, 
addressing the Ephesian Christians, he 
referred to them as "the faithful in 
Christ Jesus." Now, this faithfulness is 
due to our faith being in a faithful 
Saviour. Paul told the Thessalonians that 
"the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil," and then 
again, "Faithful is he that calleth you, 
who also will do it." 

Paul wrote to the Galatians that his 
faith was in Jesus Christ who loved him 
and gave himself for him. Now, if faith is 
in Christ, then it doesn't make any differ
ence who is preaching (unless he is a false 
preacher) they will be faithful. 

When I move to another town, the first 
thing I do is try to find all the delinquent 
Christians and try to get them started 
back to faithful service to the Lord again. 
Very often I am told something like this: 
"Well preacher, I'll come out and hear you 
preach, once any way, to see what kind 
of a preacher you are." I usually reply 
that I am not the object of worship or 
interest when saints meet to worship and 
fellowship one another. You see, their 
faith is not in Christ. If it was, they 
wouldn't deliberately neglect the assem
bly of the saints. 

Brethren, let's be sure our faith is cen
tered in Christ and not man. 
Box 514, Rankin, Tex. 79778 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Grover W. Hastings is the minister for the Crowder 
Blvd. congregation in New Orleans, La. He presents a plan that 
coordinates adult Bible classes with pulpit preaching. You will 

~e inter~ted in . this w~rkable plan designed to create more 
mtere~t m s!udyn~g God s Word. We appreciate Bro. Hastings 
and h1s shanng with us.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564 Sa-
lado, Texas 76571 ' 

God's Word -When Used 
GROVER W. HASTINGS 

Nearly four years ago, J. Warren Casey, one of the elders for 
the Crowder Boulevard congregation in New Orleans discussed 
a suggestion he had read while at David Lipscomb C~llege over 
26 years ago. It had been on his mind frequently but how could 
it be implemented? How could it become a part ot' our lives when 
the suggestion was contrary to most efforts to teach the Bible 
in a local congregation? 

The suggestion was frcm Halley's Bible Handbook, page 814. 
(Recognize that I am quoting from this book as you note certain 
terms whi"h ar ... us~d.) 

This simple suggestion: that each church have a congre
gational plan of Bible reading and that the pastor's sermon 
be from the part of the Bible read the past week, thus con
necting the pastor's preaching with the people's Bible read
ing. This suggestion, if followed, would, beyond any doubt 
whatever, produce a re-vitalized church, provided the pastor 
himself thoroughly believes in the Bible as God's Word, and 
puts his heart into the effort. 

The overall purpose of implementing this plan was to really 
get back to the Bible for all things, get the Bible into contem
porary life, get more discussion or active participation of adult 
members in Bible classes, and to produce more expository preach
ing. The desire was for all to bring their Bibles to church, use 
them during the preaching and of course, during the Bible class. 
Adult Bible classes were being taught by the "lecture" method 
with little or no response from the members of the class. There 
was minimum feedback in such a class situation so one really 
did not know how successful the teaching was. 

Recognizing these goals and the limitations of the existing 
"lecture" classes, the elders spent hours in discussion and in 
prayer. Afterwards, they presented to the congregation a plan 
of where we were going with our study of the Bible and the need 
for a change in methodology of teaching. Adult Bible classes 
were to be broken up into groups of no more than 16 members. 
Each class would meet around a round table to promote a dis
cussion atmosphere. To prepare several men for discussion 
leaders, Robert K. Oglesby of the Waterview congregation, 
Richardson, Texas, was invited to teach us a discussion study 
method. We then began to study Acts using the small discussion 
classes. Assignments were made at least one week in advance 
and they were printed weekly in the bulletin. 

Yes, there were some complaints at first. Some did not like 
being asked questions by a discussion leader and even by their 
peers in a small class discussion situation. They did though 
start to bring their own Bibles and as many as 90% began study
ing their lessons before coming to church. After Acts, we studied 
Romans. During the Roman study, we stressed the availability 
of commentaries in the church library. There was greater excite-

ment about adult Bible study; each had an opportunity to expand 
upon what was understood from God's Word. 

A year after starting the discussion classes, it was time to 
implement the rest of the suggestion. The preacher's sennon 
would be from the same text which was read the previous week 
by the congregation. This was started in I and II Corinthians, 
continued through John and Hebrews, and now I and II Thessa
lonians. We have been doing this for over three years. 

Our services are reversed to most. We have our worship ser
vices first, followed by Bible study. Sermons in the morning are 
based upon the text which will be discussed that day in the adult 
Bible classes which follow the sermon. There was concern about 
there being too much repetition between the sermon and the 
Bible class. That was needless worry. After over three years of 
doing this, we find that the sermon is an excellent tool in ex
panding congregational thoughts from what they have already 
studied before they come to church. They are ready to explode 
by the time they get to their classes. They have studied their 
Bible lessons at home (at least 90%); they have heard a mes
sage from that same text; they are primed to discuss that les
son! Starting with the study of I Corinthians, we have ordered 
over 60 commentaries for the respective books being studie.d. 
Families are slowly getting a complete set of commentaries to 
help them in studying their Bibles. 

All goals have been achieved. Bibles are being brought to all 
services; books of the Bibles are becoming alive in contemporary 
lives; members are more active in Bible classes; and there is 
more expository preaching. 

Our members have in the last few weeks discussed the fol
lowing passages. 

Text 
I Thess 8:1-13 
I Thess 4:1-8 
I Thess 4 :9-12 
I Thess 4:13-18 
I Thess 5:1-11 
I Thess 5:12-18 
I Thess 6:19-28 

Sermon Title 
Our Lucky New Christians 
Our Bodies Are Controlled 
Abounding 
Meeting Without A Parting 
It Is Certain 
Happy Body 
Using All Capabilities 

It is interesting to note the beautiful harmony in God's Word by 
studying it this way. Note how the titles form a continuous 
thought which begins with chapter four. Our bodies are con
trolled (as we are) abounding (in brotherly love and honest 
work). (We are ready for that) meeting without a parting. It is 
certain; (thus, we are a) happy body using all capabilities. 

A study of God's Word this way has helped every one to be
come more familiar with it and more conscious of its application 
to daily living today. Indeed, The Word of God is living and 
active ••. when used. 
7301 Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70127 
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BILL HUMBLE'S LANDS OF 
THE BIBLE LECTURES 

Bill Humble, head of the Bible Depart
ment at Abilene Christian University, now 
has a series of five lectures on Lands of 
the Bible which, in my j udgment, will be 
extr emely interesting and beneficial to 
any congregation. 

Brother Humble is prepared to preach 
Friday evening and Saturday evening and 
then give t hree lessons on Sunday for con
gregations that might desire his services. 

The Friday evening lecture would take 
up the Old Testament World. He takes the 
group through sermons and pictures lo 
Old Testament places which were of such 
g reat significance. The Old Testament 
takes on new life and fascination with 
these t ravels thr ough the lands of the 
Bible. 

The Saturday evening sermon would be 
on the subject, "Where J esus Walked." 
Brother Humble uses slides to take the 
audience to many places made famous 
during the lifetime of our Lord. 

The third sermon would be during t he 
Sunday morning Bible class hour on the 
topic, "Jerusalem, the Holy City." This 

represents a word and picture tour in the 
past and present through the city of David, 
where Solomon built his great temple and 
where Jesus died on the cross. 

At the worship hour his fourth sermon 
wi ll be, "The New Testament Wor ld." 
Here he takes his audience to Athens, 
Corinth and Ephesus, where Paul 
preached. He will discuss Patmos, where 
John wrote the book of Revelation, and 
other s ignificant locations which will re
kindle desire to study the New Testament. 

The Sunday evening sermon deals with, 
" Masada, Mountain of Courage." 

We at Abilene Christian University a re 
happy that t he head of our Bible Depart
ment is prepared to render this service 
and to give these sermons, and I commend 
him and t he sermons to our brotherhood. 

- John C. Stevens 

Stan Sears, Renton, Washington 98056: 
We are ending our mission work here to 
return to t he Garriott Road Congregat ion 
in Enid, Oklahoma . T hey have had our 
oversight for the pas t 2 1h years. It was 
through the support of Woodland Con
gregation in Ba rtlesville, Oklahoma and 

Garriott Road Congregation in Enid, 
Oklahoma that it was possible for us to 
begin a hospital program, prison minis
try, and a local evangelis tic program. 

God has blessed the work here with 32 
baptisms locally and 11 baplisms in the 
prison. We will be working with the Gar
riott Road Congregation for t he next year, 
(September 1, 1981 through September 1, 
1982), then back to the mission field where 
the name of Jesus has not been named. 
The Church in Enid will continue to have 
our oversight. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The Amen Mlnlatry wo<l<l with faithful Clv1atlan con
taeta on Military tnatatfatlona wOfldwlde that ara wal ling to 
help your IO'ted onea - u they hue helped wlth · the 
aplrltual and phyaleal needa ol thouaanda ol othera during 

the ":~f~r,e:m.~~~::::~e~:~:: phone ~nd mili tary 
lnatallatlon. It known. along with your name and add• ... 
to: 

AMEN 
WHITE"S FERRY ROAD 

~ CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3201 North Seventh SlrMI ~ Weal Monroe. Loutatana 71291 

American Military Evanr;elisinr; Nationa 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
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Only for owners of the 
Milleuuial Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Millennial Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennia! Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volume of your set. 

776 pages. Only 819.95 (plus 82 .00 postage) 
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SUNSET WORLD EVANGELISM 
FORUM DATE SE..'T 

September 18-20, 1981 is to be the da te 
fo r the World Eva ngelism Forum a t the 
Sunset Church in Lubbock, Texas. Though 
the date is more or less tradi tional, t he 
topic is critically important . The theme of 
th is yea r 's gathering is: Re-educating The 
Chu1·ch Fo1· E vangelism. 

As the theme implies, the church of the 
twentieth cen tury needs to r ediscove r the 
evangelis tic fervor of the first century 
church and imitate its commitment to give 
God a n evangelized world once again. The 
t heme assumes that failure t o become in
volved in world mission work will only 
compromise the pur pose of our existence
a nd perhaps even our survival as a move
ment. 

Outstanding missiona ries and speaker s 
will be discussing va rious phases of th is 
urgent need for New Testament mission 
zeal in t he church of today. Some of the 
topics to be discussed and t he speakers are 
as f ollows: 

Reuel Lemmons, E lders-Must The 
Church Die In Our H ands ?; Ed Wharton, 
Re-educating The Church To Believing 
The Wor ld Is Lost ; Richard Rogers, Re
educating The Church For E vangelism; 
Ted Kell, Re-educating The Church A s 
To The Purpose Of Our E xistence ; Jim 
Massey, Re-educating The Church To The 
Lostness Of Our Neighbors; Jim Wood
r uff, Re-educating The Church To Be The 
Aroma Of Christ ; Wendell Broom, The 
Church IS Growing Abroad ; Richar d 
Rogers-Explosion Or Extinction ?; Keith 
Robinson, The Providence Of God ; Nat 
Cooper, He's Alive-And I'm F org iven; 
Jim Massey, If You Will Come See, You 

Will H elp; Tex Williams, Revive Us 
Again; H arold Taylor, Let's Get On 
Wit h It! 

Further informa tion can be obta ined by 
writing to : Gerald P aden, Sunset Church 
of Chr ist, 3723 34th Street, Lubbock, 
Texas 79410, Telephone 792-5191. 

CHU RCH OF CHRISTISl\1 

(Cont inued f rom page 6) 

when we need to explain exactly wha t we 
mean when we say "the church of Chr ist" 
(or even, " the Lord's church" ). By the 
way, what do you mean ? Are you infested 
with Church of Christism? 
P.O. Box 220, Montezuma Creek, U tah 
84534 

THE PREACHER AND HIS 
MONEY (6) 

(Continued from page 7) 
Home Owners Insurance 

If you l ive in t he church 's house, you 
need a homeowners 4 policy. This will in
sure your furni t ure, books, a nd liability. 
There is a lot of diff erence in the cost of 
homeowner s a nd au tomobile insura nce 
from company to company. I encour age 
you to shop around on t hese. Also, your 
homeowners and automobile insurance 
should be with a local agent. While you 
must car ry enough insurance to provide 
for you and your f amily, you need to keep 
your total cost down. If you a re not very 
careful , you will end up spending 15 to 20 
percen t of your income for insurance, and 
t hat is t oo much. 

Tompkinsville , Kentucky 

lUll 
Can you alford" to build? 
M an y cong rega ti ons a re d iscovering how to 
finance new building prog ra ms ... eve n in 
these times . 
Church financing is our business. Write or call us 
for free informa tion . 

A ffilia t ed Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

A marillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

"The Cornerstone of Church Flaanctnstt 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South F lorida Avenue, Lakeland, F lorida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will t rain for 2 years 

w ith view toward p reaching. 
NO TUITION - LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 

F ULL TIME SCHOOL - ESTABLISHED 1969 
Q ualified for Veterans Ben efits 

Non-Discrimina tory 
CONSERVATIVE - SOUND FACULTY 

B. C. Curr, Director 
Business Ph on e 813-683-4 043 
Hom e Phone 813-688-5949 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand reg ula rly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleve n wafers in the 
small carton and th ree of these cartons to 
the large carton-Gil carefully sealed so 
it will kee p indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
a ll times. Price : Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

F ir m Foundation P ublishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernp lqyees 
O.f= 

c bar<cbes OJ= c b r<fst 
fosar<ance gr<oap 

.~ .. ··:e • 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT .. ... . $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT. .80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . ...... . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) $94.79 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly) $39.23 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

Write or Call for Informat ion: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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COLUMBIA TO HOST PREACHERS 
ENRICHMENT SEMIN AR 

" Proclaiming H ope as the People of 
God," has been selected as the theme for 
the Preacher s Enr ichment Semina r spon
sored by the Bible department of Colum
bia Chr ist ian College. This intens ive, 
week-long t raining session will be held 
July 20-24 on Columbia's campus. 

Speakers for the seminar include Mi
chael C. Armour, Dr. Bob Hendren, Bob 
Mize a nd Dr. John T . Willis. Eight hours 
of classes are scheduled each day, plus 
discussion groups, shari ng t imes, devo
tiona ls and other a ppropria te activit ies. 

The semina r is limited to a maximum 
of 50 participants. Those attending the 
semina r are requested to stay on campus 
wit hout their families in order to maxi
mize opport unities for study, prayer and 
mutual growth. 

F or additional information or for pre
registration, contact Tom Sibley, Colum
bia Christia n College, 200 NE 91st Ave
nue, Portland, OR 97220, (503) 255-7060. 

Reprints of 11ny single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
oes ""' accepted. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Rea l Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

Na tional 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 ... 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Pres ton Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Full Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Training 
• No Tuition • " What" and "How" To Preach 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty • Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives • Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENRO LLMENT- JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 / 535·1801--817 /429·1403 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Add ress o r P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

S ig nature 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becatne easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized the value of having a concor
dance to the Bible they're using. With 
it every verse and word in the Bible 
can easily be located. Now users of the 
New International Version Bible, 
America's leading new translation, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
with a concordance, because The NIV 
Complete Concordance is here! 

Here is how Th e NIV Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
study: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with ease. 

• A quarter of a million references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NlV Bible. 

• All words are cross-referenced to 
every spelling variation and variant 
form. 

• Words selected are listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the NIV listed in its 
biblical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and titles of God is 
given with its context. 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
NlV spelling and helps you avoid 
having to think of ·the word's dic
tionary form. 

You can use it faster than most other 
concordances! 

• o phrases are given as separate 
entries. (Example: All entries are 
listed under "heart" no t broken 
down into "pure henrt'' or "your 
heart", etc.) A real time saver as you 
do not have to go through many 
separate lists to find the ver e you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout speeds loca tio n of 
desired verse because the first and 
last words of each page are listed at 
the top of the page for easy refer
ence. Plus the type is clea r and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

With all these benefits it's easy to see 
how with The NlV Complete Concor
dance you'll be locating verses faster ... 
enjoying topical and word studies as 
never before. 

The NIVCo~lete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International version Bible. 

by Edward W Goodrick & John R. Kohlenberger Ill 

Send your order in NOW ... 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of The N IV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
1070 postage and handling. (Texas residents add 57o sales tax.) 

~arne: ____________________________________ . ______________________________________ __ 

Address; ______________________________________________________________________ __ 

City· _________________ __ State _______ Zip·- -----
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A NEW CONGREGATION I N SPAIN 

Juan A. Monroy, Apartado 2.029, Ma
drid-2. Spain: As it happened with the 
first Christians, the number of disciples 
a lso grows in Spain. 

Short time ago, I sent you a report in
forming you about the establishment of 
a congregation in Tarrasa. T oday I write 
you about the establishment of a new 
congregation in Alcarras. 

Alcarras is a village of about 20,000 in
habitants between Cataluiia and Aragon, 
in the Northeast of Spain. In this village 
8 christians live s ince some time ago. One 
of them, a lady who is a faithful christian, 
Lidia, that reminds us of the Lidia found 
in the New Testament, has built a small 
house and she has dedicated t he whole 
ground-f loor for the Church service. I t is 
a place with room enough to seat about 80 
persons. We would be very happy to have 
that place f ull of people in that village. 

Bet\veen Madrid and Alcw•ras there are 
about 400 miles. One week-end recently, I 
took my car and went ther e to dedicate 
the new meeting--place. In t he dedication 
meeting we had present about 100 per
sons. 

We already have a new congregation 
established in Spain. Here, we take all the 
opportunities t he Lord gives us to preach 
the Gospel. This Church will be served by 
Antonio Pozo, preacher for the congrega
tion next to this one that is in Mollerusa, 
about 35 miles from Alcarras. 

Juan A. Monroy, Apatiado 2.029. Ma
drid-2. Spain:During t he first six months 
in 1981 I have been travelling almost a ll 
the time. According to my r ecords, in 
J anuary I went to Seville and Malaga. In 
February new trips through the South, 
to CJin and E s tepona. In March trips to 
Barcelona, Tarrasa and Bilbao. In April 

Rocordex 145 
No. 145 
Regular $ 589. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $440.00 

TIM MATHENY JOINS STAFF OF 

CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

Tim Matheny, the former minister of 
evangelism for the Madison Church in 
Madison, Tennessee, began his work as 
Associate Director of the Center for 
Church Growth June 1, 1981. Joe D. Schu
bert, pulpit minister of the Bammel Road 

again to Barcelona, Malaga and Alcarras. 
In May I was in Barcelona, Bilbao, Seville 
and Corufia. In June again to Bilbao, to 
Zaragoza and Malaga. All these trips 
have been taken to hold Gospel campaigns 
and teach lectures. Besides, I have served 
the Madrid congregation, where we have 
a lso held especia l meetings and cultural 
lectures. 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 345 
lttgular $1.795. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $1. 195 

Recordex 345 
~-········································ · ··· ·· ··· ·· ·········································· 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 
__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
_ _ 60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
__ 90 minutes, high energy, . 69 per cass~.te (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J.P. Kt:lly, 324 West P3rk Avenue 
Gree nfo e ld. IN 46140 • 3 1 7·462·3648 

O Check OMoney Order 
card • 

O Visa OMaslercard exp. date 

Name 

Address 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~ts City. State. Zip FF 
..... ·-·-·-· -·-.- ·-·-. -·-·-·-·-·-. -·-·-·-·· 
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Church of Christ, is the Executive Direc
tor of the Center for Church Growth, 
which was established in Houston in J anu
ary 1981. 

Ca.lifornla.. 
Chut-ch M~Ygers 
attd lncotpotnt1ons 

Byron 0. Gro~~s .. Attomey 
601 N. Pa.T~nbzt: Sa,td.a. Atta. 

California. 9ZfO~ 
(714)549- 5~69 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY D~RECT 

FOR FREE CATAlOGS CALL TOll FREE 

1·800-527·8438 I 

TEXAS CAll COllECT 214·516-1504 
OR IIRITE 

~-- SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
.. ~ BOX 1308 • JACKSONVILLE TX '15766 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewi s, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683·1678 901-761-1350 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP I NSURANCE 
AVAILABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or without 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is 5 13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Retirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwritten by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdYertfsfng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate con!l'regatlons 

&Ulnrtising meeting places, preachers seeklnll' work or con!l'regatlons seeking preachers. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaehing-J:'ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonurd M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Rob~:~rt L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. 7:03P.M. ______ _ 

DlfNVER:-coJ.ORADO 8022R 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CIIRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld CL 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. 

-=o~K=-=I==N.,...A,...,W~A.,...,__;~~A~P:::.:A.N.--Helo=u:.:.s_w_a-tc-h--fo-r 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Chrlpt, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City. Jaoan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvina- St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N, Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA:tt. N. ~ •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA:..::-~..,A-=N=ciiORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or frfands In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 
-BAY .&ilii:A.."'Rctic,-oi.:... _o_v_r_n_E-.A-c-Jitxa 

11300 DnhiiD Road 
Pl~allftDtoa. California 84M8 

James W. Fer«uson, Sr., Director 
NOW-WORSHIP- ON -ISLAND- OF- KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.b of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16655 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattl~1 Wa.sh. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to tne Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

--------~~P~a~u=I~H~arpcr, 4:7~~8~22~8~·~--------
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 80~789-4749 

=====-....,~Mac Bartee. EvanJrellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVII.LE, IND:-2:oi''"£. MornnAve .. 
U.S. 460 Ea11t Oppollltf' K-Mnrt. Office 4ff· 
5271. DobbJ" Wadf', Mia. 4'J'0-40G6. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Vnl1f'7' Ohn1'eh of 
Ch1'1at. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA. ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sund.ay-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
WE REBIND CHERISHED B18LES-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texa.s 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ In San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 612-899-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
.f\'M''N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CRTTRr.H OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. W~>rt, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79fi-2a11. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community of 26,000 
desires sound mature energetic Individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities. provide leadership 
for growing porsonnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs in 
bussing, visitation personnel work, radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
in~ home provided. Send resume to RP.ed Munsell 
838 Williams. Hastings, Nebra.ska 68901 or call 
(402) 463-1464 {402) 462-8469. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNTA. 
Sierra CJ,ild~n's Home Is t'urrently hirin~ ('hild 
care staff. CChrlstlnn roupiE'll.) Good pny and hene
fits. If interested. rontart Steve Berlllllan. Ex,.cn
tive Dirertor. at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3657." 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED ATMEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way, Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works, If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
a.sk them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 612-689-
7726 (day)· or 512-589-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78066. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT:-Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for Jist 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Chur('h of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
House parents needed. Good pay and benefits. 
Beautiful South Georgia. Sowega Youth Homes, P.O. 
Box 932, Albany, Georgia 31702. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 612, 
Madison, S.D. 67042. or rail (606) 256-6;.;;;8..;..76;;;..;';__ __ __ 
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparenta to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Heme, 
2420 Highway 62, Jeffersonville, Indiana 47180. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisvllle, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap. 
plication. please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
:~~~·o:~Jte the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 

PRF.ACHER NEEDED: Lake Mo:!r .. ed Church of 
Christ in San Francist'o, Calif. is looking for a full
time minister. Congr~ation of approximately 90 
members. A man mature in the gospel is needed, 
~6 to 56 years of age. No elders at nresent time. 
Salarv open. Please contact Jamef Ni~>ho1s (416) 
6~9-2!J07 or H'lmer Bradford (415) 334-4676. 
EXPERTENCED PREACHER-iS looking for anew 
w~r'l(, Fifteen years nn>af!l-tinll' P.xneri~nce-last six 
with the same conp:rep:ation which mew in atten
dance from about 100 to 400. Experience ineludes: 
Daily radio program: Youth Camp Director 10 
years: Bus Evangt>lism: Overseas CampaiPD: Direc
tor Sc:>nl-Winning Workshon: 4-5 Gospel Meetlnll'B a 
year: Director far 5 yrs, of small School of Pr .. ach
ing. For reRume and references write: Michael L; 
Knannior, #21 Cherry Street E!ltates. Mt. Carmel, 
JL 62863. or phone: A.C. 61 8 262-7654. 
Lor"''s Dav prPaching appointments wante-1. FWi 
Dal'as area. Fletcher Cauthon. P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster. TX 75 1 46, AC 214/224-2800. 
Couple N .. edPd-Work with a growing church on 
the Navaio Reservation at .ftinLiChee, Arizona. A 
couple without s .. hool age cnildren is deslreil. If you 
are able to t!>ach ani! are interl!sted, t'ontact C. G. 
Knox. Churl'h of Christ Mission. P.O. Box 360, 
Gnnado, Arh:oria 86506. Phone 602-755-3628. 

PLANNTNG TO BE TN 
SOUTHERN CALTFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Hollvwood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sundav warship 11 A.M •. 6 P.M. 
¥'-ilne'I-'A.v 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 4611-6362 

l:JA miles south of Hollywooil and Vine 
{Vine becomes Ros~more at Melrose Ave.) 

The Church of Christ in Wat'!rbury, Conn. is look
inP: fer a preachel"' with experience. saunrt in t'lle 
faith, and a ll'OOd per!lf'nal w"rker. The University 
Church of Christ in Abilene. Texas provides part of 
tl,e sunpo"t. Senil resumes to 27 BavviPw Circle 
Wolcr.tt. Ct. 06716 nnd to the Universitv Churrh of 
Christ. 7SI:l E. N. 16th, Abilene, Texas 76901. Phone 
203 879-4195. 
"Jnfol"""ati"n on Al11s1mn Antl OvPr!lea!l Emplov
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
666. P'llone Call refundable." 

Have retired from local work: Will hold short 
meetings or as!li!lt anv congregation in drivin~ dls
tanre of Orland. C<tlif. Ju11t PXpense for tri"l all 
that'!! required. Call 916-865-2974 or write Geor~te 
S. Wilkins, Rt. 4, Box 4046, Sp. 19, Orland, Calif. 
95963. 

Christian Couple Wanted 
High Plains Children's Home is looking for a couple 
to live in one of 4 cottages as house narents. The 
wife will be employed as house mother, and the 
husband will need to find employment off campus. 
Qualifications : love for children, ability to work 
with a sponsoring congregation, ability to cooperate 
with other child care workers. If interested contact 
Jim Key at PO Box 7448, Amarillo, TX 79109 or 
call 806-366-6688. References required. 

We're on the move I Now Averaging 186, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 286, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
Ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
Interested, call nights (612) 424-2666, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis·, Minnesota. 

"Interested in part time preaching in the Houston 
area. Please call 1-71=3-~3~68~·.,;;7~8=-46~.:.,."--___,,....-----.,..,.....--
PREACHER NEEDED: Full time for small con
gregation of approximately 60 members. Spiritual 
maturity and experience desired. Plea.se send resume 
hsf&~urch of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 

PREACHER AVAILABLE: 33 years old, married, 
1 child. Presently in mission area of W.VA. Resume, 
tape, references a\olilable. 304-682-4767. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings), CENTlJRY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
RF.A.LT'Y'. P.O. RO"< 6417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86812, 

CARING 
The emotional needs of cancer patients are indeed 
many. As concerned Christians, we want to offer 
resources to help you show Jesus' compassion to 
those around you who are ill. For a free catalog 
of our materials, send a long SASE to Caring 
Mlnlstry-F6, P.O. Box 1316, Abilene, Texns 79604. 
Help Wanted: Retired vegetarians, individuals or 
couple with own trailer to care for 2 schoolage 
children. (Can be meat eater.) Prepare week daya, 
evening meals for family of 4. Care and feed Arab 
and Morgan horses. References required, Member 
of Church of Christ preferred. Send resume to Wis
consin Challenge, Baroboo Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 218, Bnroboo~, ...:.W:..:i::::s·=--=.;53:..:9:..:1~3.:.. =----------------
GOSPEL rREACHER WANTED: A mature, sound, 
and experienced preacher is needed for full-time 
work with the Wasatch church of Christ, located 
in Clearfield, Utah near to Hill Air Force Base. 
Should be an experienl'ed tea~her, able to work 
closely with members. There are approximately 120 
members In attendance. Building is owned and re
modeling has nearly been completed to double the 
classroom and auditorium space. Full support will 
be provided, salary negotiable. No elders at present 
time. Prefer a married individual. No anti, liberal, 
"youth worship" advocate, nor hobbiest need apply. 
Furnish references and resume to Danny Lawrence, 
966 S. 200 E., Layton, Utah 84041. Call at 801-
766--1436 after 6 p.m., or leave message at 801-
825-6990. 

"A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH. WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing congregation of 
14 families {22 adult members). We urgently need 
mature Christian famllles in whil'h the father desires 
to qualify as an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who Is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
anothar: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. C/0 DON 
Mr.PHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54966. Thank you. 

SMALL ESTABLISHED KANSAS CITY AREA 
CONGREGATION WISHES CONTACT WITH PO
TENTIAL FULL-TIME MINISTERS. WRITE OR 
CALL: NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRST, 8017 
NW. HAMPTON ROAD, PARKVILLE, MO. 64162. 
Phone 816-891-0681. 
FOR SALE: ABDlck.-6"'"2""6,..-m--=-im--eo_g_r_a_p-=-h-m--ac-=h-:i-n-e.-G-=-oo"""!d 
condition-f260. SCM Coronastat copier & supplies. 
Good conditlon-$200. Call 402-333-6636. 
Gospel Preacher available. 48 years old. 23 years 
experience. Contact: Darol Ady, 461 No. Liberty, 
Apt. 10. Boise, Idaho 83704. (208) 376-8064. 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX 76423, (214) 668-4642. 
Would Duane Knapp who responded to the ad of 
Religious Books bought please contact Wayne 
Stevens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

Christian Couple Wanted 
High Plains Children's Home is looking for a couple 
to live in one of 4 cottages as house parents. The 
wife wlll be employed as house mother, and the 
husband will be employed on campus in the roll 
of campus manager. Must have some aptitude in re
pair and maintenance, and must be able to get along 
well with other child rare workers. If interested 
contact: Jim K'!Y at. PO Box 7448, Amarillo, TX 
79109 or call 806-355-6588. References required. 

15 [527] 



Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN , 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR;:: .. • giving this· series of commenta~ies a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by mult.iple authorships . . 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE 'PRESENT GENERATION! 

I. -0-R-DE_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E_S_ET-TO-DA_Y_!....,I 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $1.00 for d elivery a nd ha nd ling on a ll or'ders unde r $10.00. Over $ 10.00 
add 10% . Texas resid e nts odd 5% sales tox. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1.-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR - - -
. . 

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam. 
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
menta ry. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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A. L. Cassius Honored-Or. Howard White, President of Pepperdine 
University, presents the Distinguished Diploma of Honor to A. L. Cassius. 
Dr. M. Norve l Young, Chancellor of Pe pperd ine University, looks on. Read 
accompanying story on page 4 of this issue. 

\ 

Austin, Tex~, August 25, :1981 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

The Right Mix ..... . . . ... . ........... ......... . ... . ......... . ..... 2 
Preachers W e Need You Back--Crews ...... ... ... .... ......... . .. . . 3 
A. l. Cassius: The Dean of West Coast Preachers-Rushford ........... .4 
The Religion of Onesiphorus-Oiiver ... .. ..... .. ....... .. ... . .... . . . 5 
Why? Brethren, W hy7-EIIis .... ... ... . .. ......... . . .. .. . .. . .... . .. 5 
Challenges and Opportunities of the Urban Center-Prater ... . .. . .. . . . b 
The Preacher and His Money (Article No. 7)--Crowe . . .. ..... ... .... . 7 
Pardon- Nash ..... .. ... ... .. .... ... ............ . ..... . .. .. .. ..... 8 
Tentmakers, Arise-Kemper .. .. .....•.......... . .... . ....... .• ..... 8 
Preach ing-Jenkins ... .. . . .......... . ..... .. ..... . . . . . . . ........ • . 8 
I Can Be Hospitable-James . . . . ..•. . . ... . .. ............ . ... . . . ... 9 



GJUoriaf 

The Right Mix 

A question arises: "How do we come to the right mix 
of unity and Restoration?" seeing that we span the arch 
from ultra conservative to ultra liberal people in the 
Restoration heritage. Some are tithers of mint anise 
and cummin, while others are not concerned at ali about 
doctrine. How do we pull them together? How do we 
uni.te them ? Just whitewashing differences and acting 
as 1f they didn't exist is obviously not the answer. 

But unity doesn't usually come insta,ntaneously. A 
people must grow together. Possibly if we work on the 
heart rather than the ritual we might make some 
progress. 

We believe the nature of unity would make a good 
subject for study. The word that is translated "unity" 
occurs twice in the New Testamentr-both times in the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians. We can draw many ab
stract conclusions from what the Bible says on the gen
eral theme, but what it says, using the single word, is 
very little. 

Let us start with the kind of unity that makes God 
one. This "unitness" is absolute. Though we have God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, these 
three are one. We may not be able to completely compre
hend this unity, but we cannot but accept what the Bible 
says about it. God is a unit, and so we speak of the unity 
of the Godhead. 

Israel was a unique nation. There was but one Israel 
just as there is but one God. Individual Israelites dif~ 
fered in many ways, but there were essential charac
teristics that made them· one nation. They were united 
in this respect, and everything that was not Israel was 
Gentile. 

We might even say that there is a unity in the human 
r ace. We might as well hunt for a missing God as for a 
missing link. There is no such thing as a missing Israel
ite, nor is t here a missing link. The human race is a 
unique creation, and is totally united in being human. 

A strange thing about the human race is that God 
first made man in his own image, but sin broke that re
lationship and brought dis-unity between God and man. 
The whole tragedy of sin is the story of a r uptured rela
tionship. The whole tragedy of Israel's history was the 
division between the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. It 
was the tragedy of a broken relationship. The tragedy 
of our times is the broken relationships between breth
ren. Division is a terrible thing. 

The ent ire work of Christ on earth was the work of 
reconciliation. He bound separated man back to God. 
He healed the division created by sin. 

2 (530) 

Galatians 3 tells us that we are all one in Chr.ist. And 
Jesus promised that there would be one flock and one 
~hepherd. The entire company of those who participate 
m the Grace of God through Jesus Christ are made one 
by their one Father. Only these have the divine life 
which he imparts, and the salvation which he bestows. 
They are one in Christ. They partake of the nature of 
the unity of God, of the human race and of Israel. This 
nature is thrust upon them by their Creator. 

But there is another thrust to unity. This is the in
trinsic unity of the relationship they share with each 
other, and which they demonstrate through their com
mon participation in the Lord's Supper. The one loaf 
they break and the one cup they sup signify the one body 
they are all members of. "Because there is one bread, 
we who are many are one body, because we all partake 
of one bread," said Paul. And thus, the unity of Ephe
sians 4 is a unity of the body, of spirit, of hope, of 
Lord, of faith, of Baptism and of God. "He is our peace, 
who has made us both one" .. . . . r econciling us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the 
hostility to an end . ... " 

The .one-ness of the divine community is not sterile 
uniformity. There are some essentials, without which, 
unity cannot exist any more than it could exist between 
Adam and God in the light of Adam's sin. Human beings 
retain their personal differences of opinion : Being in 
Christ does not erase dissimilarities, but it does require 
a unity of faith-which is the second use of the word in 
Ephesians 4-one body with a unity of spirit and unity 
of faith . And this is not a universal check point system 
to be administered by Christians to each other. It is, 
rather, as the text says, the achieving of spiritual ma
turity or "Manhoodness" through the knowledge of the 
Son of God. It is a Growing Together as we grow up. 
It is not universal assent to dogmatic propositions so 
much as it is a unity achieved through spiritual growth 
and the mutual ministry of all the saints. 

The achieving of unity is a co-operative venture, de
pending for its success not so much upon dry academic 
awareness of what the Bible teaches as upon the unity 
of a spirit of sincer ity and honesty which neither 
suspects or distrusts, and tolerates no prejudice and 
no fear. 

Vol ume 98 

FJR:\1 FOUNDATION 
Reuel J.t>mmomc. E ditor 

(USPS 191-J29) Number :l4 

. Published weekly except the Jut Tuesday in December by the Firm Founda
tion Publl~hlng Hou.se. 8110 Guadalupe Street, Austin , Texas. Second Claee 
P ostage pa1d at Austm, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Of{ice Box 610, Aastln, Texas 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription. $10.00 per year. Club rate. $9.00 per year in clubs of five 
or more. Congregational rate, $6.00 per family per yenr. Foreign subscription. 
.Sll . :r"he date on your address label shows the time to which your subscription 
II pa1d. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles or ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per oopy. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- AUGUST 25, 1981 



Preachers, We Need You Back T. B. CREWS 

When I moved to El Paso in 1956 to work with the Montana 
S~reet Church, they had been without a fu ll time preacher for 
m.ne months. More than thirty men had been considered. Some 
w~re elimin~ted due to the fear t.hat they might be in sympathy 
wtth the vtews of the Gospel Guardian, which had already 
troubled the~. One or two were offered the work, and others did 
not seem su1ted. I was not an applicant for the job. They called 
me. Even though the Lord blessed our efforts, and I personally 
had the most profitable work I ever had, I always felt that 
soml! one better prepared, and more educated t han I should have 
had this work. 

I had been preaching there for only a short while when a tal
ented young preacher, the son of a well known preacher and 
f~om ~ family of preachers, placed his membership, along' with 
h1s wife. Her father was also a gospel preacher. One day this 
young man visited my office and I said to him something like 
t~is, "If men with your ability and preparation, had stayed 
w1th the work to which they are most suited, men like me would 
not be preaching in places like this." At that time Montana 
Street was one of the largest churches west of Odessa, Texas. 
Not long after this, this young man returned to full time work 
as a gospel preacher, and I was glad. 

The Montana Street church had almost thirty members who 
were in the educational field, from teachers in the class room 
to curriculum supervisors, and to college professors. Dr. C. c: 
Crawford, a member of the First Christian Church, and a col
lege professor, was a regular visitor on Sunday evening. T. H. 
Etheridge, a well known educator and gospel preacher was a 
member at Montana Street a number of years before his death. 
And there I was, filling the pulpit for s ix and one-half years 
wilh an educational level far below many of those who sat at 
my feet. Their acceptance of my wife and me will always be a 
fond memory, and deeply appreciated. 

. Todn~ I feel that many, many pulpits in our land are being 
f1lled w1th men far Jess qualified to be there, than some who 
could and should be there. We read many articles on "Why 
Preachers Quit." Yes I know the pressures, as I have lived 
through every kind. I know the insecurity as I gave up a lucra
tive position with a retirement plan rated among the best to 
become a full tiine preacher. I know the difficulty in moving 
a.way from friends who have become dear, as I have moved ten 
times. BUT to me the joy of leading people to Christ and the 
richness of the many friends ~ have made in the places where 
my wife and I have lived, is far better than a ll the physical and 
financial advantages of other work. Why, really why, have so 
many good gospel preachers been lost to other fields? 

Nearing the age of retirement, and having made plans to take 
things a little easier, but to quit preaching, I find myself called 
back to work with a church where the better trained more ac
tive should be able to do a better work. The weak ha;e deserted 
the ship, the ones afraid have fled, the social minded are being 
satisfied else where, and an eldership having stood its ground 
under fire deserves better than me. The young of the church 
are enthusiastic, the spiritual minded are involved in many evan
gelistic matters, the least of which a re not two campaigns for 
Christ in far away fields, and the willingness demonstrated by 
those who stood solid is to be commended. But with so many 
capable men having chosen other fields, and so many others tied 
down to work that does more to satisfy those at home, than to 
reach those that are lost, good churches like this must turn to 
men like me. Preachers we need you. 

It is flattering to be wanted and wonderful to know that God 
is there. It is sad to know that so many people in our world are 
desperately in need of a class of leadership which isn't available. 
I t has gone elsewhere. It is sadder to know that capable men 
who could serve in other capacities than in the pulpit are seeking 
the easy road, and going where they can be serviced, rather than 
serve. I'm sure many preachers have thought, "If men in whom 

I should have confidence are unwilling to face the facts of life 
then why should I." The fight for membership in many cases ha~ 
overshadowed the search for the lost. YES IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO BE A GOSPEL PREACHER, AND TO SERVE A LOCAL 
CONGREGATION, WHEN YOU DISCOVER HOW MANY 
WOULD DESERT YOU IF THINGS GOT A LITTLE HARD 
TO TAKE. But preachers we still need you. 

I have always felt that the scholars among us could have pre
ven~d the last great division we had, if they had been willing 
to s1t down as (1) Christians, and (2) servants of the Lord, and 
(3) the scholars they were, and really talk the matter over. But 
the fear of becoming unpopular seemed to overshadow the need 
at hand. Today modernism threatens to take us over, and we are 
preachers of doom when we dare mention it. Some of the true 
scholars among us are devoting much of their time, trying to 
educate the brethren as to the dangers of many of the new ver
sions, and for that we should be grateful. But so many others are 
still out there in other fields. Yes preachers, we do need you. 

Is it really fair for men to use the church as a means of mak
ing ~ living, while studying for other works, then desert the 
p~lp1t when their scholarship is so badly needed ? It's your con
sctence you live with, and mine I liye with; I understand that, 
BUT can we in some way touch that conscience and get more 
prepared men back where they could do so much good. We do 
need you. 

I have often been tempted to go back to secular work, but 
when I open my New Testament and read the problems Paul 
faced, I am ashamed for even thinking about it. He was a man 
on the move, possessed with two great motivations, (1) to share 
his faith, and (2) to go to heaven. He enlisted two allies, faith 
and love. With these allies, and with this motivation, what else 
could he say than " Woe is me if I preach not the gospel. No one 
had to write any articles in his day as to "Why Preachers Quit." 

As we look at the church today we stand in the very same 
place we stood back at the turn of the century. Then they were 
faced with two major issues, the missionary society, and the use 
of mechanical instruments of music. When the elite, and the 
fearful digressed, we came out of it with something like 160,000 
members. The so called "Progressives" digressed further and 
further and lost almost all the identity they ever had. Out of this 
we grew and grew, and then - - - - a screeching halt. Now we 
are faced with the eHte once again, with the very social minded, 
with those who defend the most questionable translations, with 
those who wish to lower moral standards, and with a little of 
everything else, BUT WITH THE FEELING THAT GRACE 
WILL TAKE CARE OF IT ALL. If we had to draw the line 
today, would we have 160,000 left? Preachers, prepared and 
trained to teach and .defend the tl"uth, we need you. Can't you 
sacrifice a little of what "this world has to offer, for all of what 
God offers? I saw this all coming, and to some, it was sour apples 
when I mentioned it, but now it is here, and we need more on 
the firing line to battle it. 

In a few short years an about face has taken place. Thousands 
once served for the sheer joy of serving, now thousands go where 
they are served. And what they are served is skimmed milk not 
real meat. Men who once fearlessly stood foursquare, are now 
sinking in the quick sand of compromise. And so an old maverick 
speaks, but he tells the truth. Preachers we need you. 

Yes I know, our God is still in his heaven. Our Lord is still at 
God's right hand. The word of God is still in the hands of men. 
The church is aHve. Yes I know we are able to gather thousands 
to hear motivating messages, BUT THESE MESSAGES ARE 
HEARD ONLY BY A FEW. Back at home we must still face the 
facts. I personally believe there are thousands of people now 
searching for something they have not found but know it exists. 
However when they look at some of our churches and the things 
they do to attract numbers, they classify them right along with 
the rest of the religious world. Preachers, preacher, we need you. 
We can turn this thing around. 

6059 Azle Avenue, Ft. Worth, Texas 76135 
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A. L. Cassius: 

The Dean of West Coast Preachers 
JERRY RUSHFORD 

In recognition of his long years of faithful service to the 
cause of Christ, Pepperdine University recently conferred· upon 
A. L. Cassius the Distinguished Diploma of Honor. The setting 
for this special event was a preacher's luncheon which convenes 
monthly on the Malibu campus. 

Amos Lincoln Cassius was born in Sigourney, Iowa on De
cember 18, 1889. His father, Samuel Robert Cassius, was a 
well known gospel preacher who did most of his preaching in Il
linois, Iowa, Oklahoma and Colorado. As a small child, S. R. 
Cassius was privileged to visit the White House where he shook 
hands with President Abraham Lincoln. 

Since S. R. Cassius began his long preaching career in 1880, 
it can now be said that this father and son team has been preach
ing continuously for more than a century. How many other 
father and son preaching teams can lay claim to such longevity? 

A. L. Cassius grew up around Luther, Oklahoma. In 1906 he 
journeyed to Alabama to enroll at Tuskegee Institute. Booker T. 
Washington, the noted American educator, had been the presi
dent of Tuskegee Institute since its founding in 1880. A. L. 
Cassius was pleased to be given a campus job at the president's 
house. In addition to this close association with Booker T. 
Washington, young Cassius had the unique privilege of studying 
under Dr. George Washington Carver, the famed agricultural 
chemist. 

Although. he attended Tuskegee Institute for nearly four years, 
A. L. Cassius did not receive his diploma. Insufficient funds 
forced him to drop out of school just one semester before gradua
tion. (It was this unfortunate development which prompted 
Pepperdine University to award the deserving candidate an 
honorary diploma seventy-one years later.) 

A. L. Cassius returned to Luther, Oklahoma in 1910 and 
obeyed the gospel there. He was baptized into Christ by a 
brother Weeks, but he had not yet decided to give all of his 
time to preaching the gospel. He devoted the next few years 
to developing his skills as a chef cook, and he served in this 
capacity in large hotels in Chicago, Dallas and Houston. He mar
ried Beulah Middleton, a member of the church of Christ in 
Mineral Wells, Texas, in 1914. 

When the Cassiuses moved to Los Angeles in 1919, there was 
only one black church of Christ in the entire state of California. 
This was the congregation which had been established in Oak
land through the pioneering efforts of a black evangelist named 
D. C. AJJen. (By way of comparison, there are 56 congregations 
in the state today with predominantly black memberships.) 

In 1922 A. L. Cassius, along with his wife and a few others 
established the first church of Christ among blacks in Souther~ 
California. They first met in the Watts area in the home of 
James Arnold, an ex-slave from Arkansas. The congregation 
eventually moved into a church building that was built by A. L. 
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Cassius on 109th Street and Compton Avenue. By this time, 
brother Cassius had become a general contractor and was buying 
and selling real ~state. 

The growing congregation next moved into another church 
building constructed by brother Cassius at 9512 Compton Avenue. 
Among the outstanding preachers who held gospel meetings at 
the Compton Avenue church in its early years were: T. M. 
Merchant, G. P. Bowser, Marshall Keeble, J. E. Wainwright, 
A. E. Harper, and R.N. Hogan. A. L. Cassius preached for this 
great church for 35 years (1922-1957), and he built another 
building for them in 1950. 

The growth of the Compton Avenue church led to the estab
lishment of the 137th and Avalon church in 1957. The Compton 
A venue church contributed two elders, two deacons about 25 
other members, and their preacher, A. L. Cassius, to the. new 
work. Through the years, brother Cassius built church buildings 
in Statesville, South Carolina; Del Rey Beach, Florida; Clear
view, Okmulgee, Wewoka and Tulsa, Oklahoma; Barstow and 
Riverside, California; Hobbs, New Mexico; and Nassau and 
Long Island in the Bahamas. 

In addition to the Compton and Avalon churches, A. L. Cassius 
was instrumental in encouraging the establishment of several 
other churches of Christ in Los Angeles. Among these were: the 
llOth and Wilmington church in 1937 (now located on Figueroa 
Street); the West Adams Boulevard church in 1955; and the 
64th and Normandie church in 1963. He also personally estab
lished congregations in Bakersfield and Riverside, California; 
Hobbs, New Mexico; El Paso, Texas; Phoenix, Chandler and 
Tucson, Arizona; and Denver, Colorado. Brother Cassius has 
preached in 15 states and was a missionary in the Bahama Is
lands for five years. In the mid 1960's he made four missionary 
~rips to J Jlmaica. 

This brief sketch of the life of A. L. Casius would be incom
plete without mentioning his unwavering support of Christian 
education across the years. He attended some of the first meet
ings in 1936 which resulted in the founding of George Pepperdine 
College in 1937. In recognition of his services to the college 
Pepperdine gave him the Founders's Award in 1959 and th~ 
Christian Service Award in 1961. 

A. L. Cassius and Marshall Keeble were close friends for 
over 50 years, and as a result of this deep friendship, brother 
Cassius helped to raise money for the Nashville Christian Insti
tute from its very beginning in 1940. He has also maintained 
an interest in Southwestern Christian College in Terrell, Texas 
since its beginning in 1949. 

"The Dean of West Coast Preachers" has truly been a blessing 
to the cause of Christ. Along with a grateful brotherhood, we 
salute you brother Cassius! 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 

Flr.M FOUNDATION-AUGUST 25, 1981 



In our mobile world, and 
especially in summer, we 
need the 

Religion of Onesiphorus 
ROBERT K. OLIVER 

The Bible records some notable victories 
wrought in God by his servants whose 
names were not preserved, e.g. Hebrews 
11:32-38. That fact makes the mention 
of Onesiphorus' name and some very 
s~U deeds SG outstanding that its sig
niflc~nce escapes us. This Christian .did 
nothmg spectacular or perhaps even out
standing, yet his name and deeds are re
c?rded. What could be the reason? Let's 
f1~~t look carefully at the words. 

T~e Lord give mercy unto the house of 
Ones1phorus; for he oft refreshed me and 
was ~ot ashamed of my chain: but when he 
was m Rome, he sought me out very dili
g~ntly, and found me. The Lord grant unto 
him that he may find mercy of the Lord in 
th.a~ day: and in how many things he 
mm1stered unto me at Ephesus, thou 
knowest very well" (2 Tim. 1 :16-18). Now, 
I ask you, does that sound like something 
to be immortalized in the Bible? Since it 
has beet}, there must be a reason: let's 
look for It. 

Who was this obscure man? He was evi
dent.ly a . re~ident of Ephesus where his 
family still bved, 2 Timothy 4:19. He was 
an act~ve Christian and supporter of Paul 

. and h1s p~eaching in that city. He may 
h~ve .been m commerce for this text places 
him .m . Rome where his search for Paul 
was InCidental to some other goal. Rome is 
t~e second factor in this calculation. The 
cit! was the capital of the world and the 
epitome of excess in all forms; the seat of 
the mad ~ero who. had at this very time 
b.een rockmg the c1ty hunting for Chris
t~ans to bl!lme ~nd punish for burning the 
c1ty. In th1s enVIronment, Onesiphorus was 
several hundred miles from home This 
puts ~is "simple" deeds in a different light. 

Th1s brother is commended because he 
sought Paul diligently until he found him. 
It must have taken considerable work to 
~o so: He evide~tly did not know Paul was 
m pnson, nor dtd he have any address for 
him. There was no phone book and there 
may have been a language barrier since 
Ephesus was Greek-speaking and Latin 
was the language of Rome. But Onesi
phorus set himself the task and kept at it · 
until he found Paul. Obviously he did not 
consider himself to be a member "back 
h~me" . at Ephe~us, but took his religion 
With him. He d1d not see God residing in 
the safety of Ephesus and not in the rough 
and tumble of Rome. When in the new 
city, he sought the brethren; it was not 
necessary for him to be sought. 

That example is reason enough for me 
to account for its inclusion in the Bible. It 
is a truth Christians need to firmly grasp 
in today's mobile world. We must realize 
that. "I" am the member of the body of 
Chnst, that church membership is not a 
certificate in a box back home or perhaps 
even long-lost. We who teach have a re
sponsibility to see that our students realize 
that God lives in the "fringes" the same as 
"back home." We must stress their re-

ponsibility to seek for, find and affiliat6 
with the body of Christ in their new lo
cality. They would be wise to start early 
for they will be sent to many wrong 
places. The "service provider" the new
comer is most likely to contact is very 
possibly a newcomer also and has not even 
heard of the Church of Christ, let alone 
know where it meets. But as one whose SO 
year ministry has been in the "fringes" I 
have long been distressed at the fact that 
brethren "back home" painted us in such 
a bad light that the newly arrived are 
afraid of us. That_ is an unnecessary handi
cap neither party needs to struggle 
against. 

When Onesiphorus found Paul in very 
poor circumstances, he was not ashamed 
of him. Paul was not operating out ·of an 
air conditioned sanctuary in a good part 
of town. He was not even meeting in the 
sYilagogue· or disputing in the markets. He 
was in prison, chained like a violent crimi
nal, the object of the fury of Nero who 
would like to find more Christians to 
share the blame (and punishment) for 
burning the city; a condemned man wait
ing to die, "even now being offered." 
Though he bad ample reason, Onesiphorus 
was neither ashamed nor afraid. He un
hesitatingly identified himself with Paul 
by· ministering to him. His love "tor the 
man and the message be preached exceed
ed his fear of punishment. No wonder God 
preserved 'the record of his simple heroics. 

Today's disciple needs a long drink from 
this cup, for we will never find the breth
ren in the same condition as those we 
left. Sometimes they are larger and st~ng
er, often smaller and weaker; and new
comers are as likely to be intimidated by 
numbers and strength as they are to be 
disappointed by smallness and weakness! 
Always the new group will appear less 
friendly, for after all, we 0/l'e strangers 
here and we were not back home. The 
church may be less popular, perhaps just 
starting out. Like Onesiphorus of old, we 
should be neither ashamed nor intimidated 
by the conditions we find our new breth
ren in: regar.dless of their circumstances, 
we can refre~h them by our presence, 
faithfulness and lo11e of the Lord! 

In that Paul praised him because "he 
oft refreshed me," I know the fellowship 
of Onesiphorus was not a "hit and run," 
"hang in there," glad-handing. This "oft 
refreshing" certainly refers to repeated 
occurrences, and possibly to different 
modes. If Paul had baptized him, he would 
know the great joy derived from learning 
of a child walking in the truth, as in 8 
John 4. His "oft refreshing" would prove 
his zeal, dedication and stalwart Chris
tian character. Certainly in his frequent 
contacts there would be the supply of 
physical needs for Paul, but most im
portantly there would be the spiritual 
pleasures. Onesiphorus could give Paul an 
update on the conditions in the church at 
Ephesus, his longest post of service known 
to us: of his beloved Timothy, son in the 
faith, most beloved and capable of his 
preacher-trainees, with whom he had 
shared so much. And the conduct of 
Onesiphorus stood in sharp contrast to 
that of others. Verse 15 reports that "all 
in Asia" had turned away from Paul, an 

exodus led by Phygellus and Hermogenes. 
In this vacuum the faithful fellowship of 
~nesiphorus truly stood out like a light 
1n a black hole. And it is not far-fetched 
to conclude that the appreciation he re
ceived from Paul for his fellowship would 
give Onesiphorus a great sense of elation 
the thrill of being useful, of rendering ~ 
valued service that would enhance his 
sense of self-worth! 

How we need to realize that it is mu
tually refreshing to visit new brethren! 
Just as their existence and faithfulness 
should encourage the visitor, so the visited 
will be strengthened and encouraged by 
the demonstration of dedication shown in 
a visit. A man parked his long-haul truck 
and joined us for worship one rooming. 
He asked a pointed question and made a 
valuable comment in class; sang with evi
dent joy and listened appreciatively to a 
sermon. He refused three invitations (that 
I saw) to have lunch, saying he was 
pressed for time; but he had the time to 
put every one of 20-80 children behind the 
steering wheel of his 18 wheel rig. Those 
children may never recall a sermon from 
me about the importance of the assembly, 
but they will never forget the visit of the 
truck driver, and one day they will realize 
that's what he said! Every one of those 

(Continued on page 11) 

Why? Brethren~ Why? 
LLOYD E. ELLIS 

Many church bulletins come to my desk. 
Some of them have good, thought provok
ing articles, though much in many of them 
concern only local items and can have little 
interest to others not in the local con
gregation. 

My greatest concern is in the printing 
and colors used. It seems some brethren 
have gone "wild" on color-admittedly 
some use of color is attractive, but if the 
color is so deep and dark, coupled with al
most the same shade of ink, the bulletin is 
very difficult to read. (Black ink is 
usually better.) 

Another point is the size of type. I have 
at this moment a bulletin before me with 
type so small I need a magnifying gla.ss 
to read it-and I can read the telephone 
book without glasses! ! Others have "lay
outs" and odd sizes of type· to the extent 
that they appear jumbled. 

Preachers and secretaries spend· many 
hours each week, and at great expense of 
materials in the "weekly Bulletin." 

It seems to this ciitic that much thought 
should be given to making this expensive 
project both .. readable and worthwhile with 
real articles of inerit setting forth Biblical 
teaching. 

For example: color should be light or 
subdued enough to enhance and not ob
scure the reading matter and for most 
people the type should be no smaller than 
elite typewriter size, or about 6 point, and 
some should be 8 point. 

Less words better said, and read more 
would be better than that which appears in 
many bulletins at the present time. 
265 Fifth Av., Chula Vista, CA 92010 
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Challenges and Opportunities of the Urban Center 
RON C. PRATER 

The challenges and opportunities of the big city are as mul
titudinous and variegated as the individuals living in it. For 
every challenge I see, others could present sterner ones. For 
every opportunity I see, others could discern ones with more ef
fective ways to exploit them. This article, however, could help 
prod us to a more enlightened and zealous effort in the big city. 
Those who work in the big city need this encouragement. Strong, 
mature, and evangelistic churches in the urban centers are vital 
for the gospel to spread to the rural areas. New Testament 
church planting strategy also corroborates this emphasis on the 
big city. 

Population 

To me the most obvious challenge of the large city is its popu
lation. The sheer number of its inhabitants can be daunting. 
I speak as one working in Sio Paulo, Brazil, a megalopolis whose 
population is roughly 10 million. More children are born each 
week (maybe even each day!) than all our churches combined 
baptize in a year. New neighborhoods seem to spring up over
night. Slums and "favelas" proliferate as multitudes of immi
grants and the generally dispossessed swarm in, each hovel 
housing inevitably more than its adequate capacity. Even if we 
could corral thousands into the Kingdom each month, would we 
keep pace with the population growth rate? A sense of futility 
and inadequacy could settle over us if we kept our eyes on 
demography only. 

Distance 

Another challenge is the great distances involved in getting 
about in an urban center. At least in Sio Paulo it is possible to 
spend up to three hours traversing the city. Busses are slow 
and traffic jams are serpentine. Worse yet, many streets are so 
new, like their neighborhoods, that they are unregistered in the 
city map. Without specific instructions you simply cannot reach 
the house. So many homes do· not have telephones and that fact 
sometimes can make a visit a "leap of faith." One could easily 
spend an entire morning, afternoon or evening (in fact, the 
whole day!) just making one call. Sponsoring stateside churches, 
efficiency and productivity oriented as they are, have difficulty 
understanding this situation. Vast distances can also dishearten 
church members from attending services, especially those in the 
evening. Many people don't return home from work until 8 or 9 
in the evening, thereby making profitable evening visits well
nigh impossible. They arrive tired from the bus ride and must 
rise early the next morning to get the bus for work. Many, be
cause of the distance, must take two to three busses to go to 
church services and the same two to three to return home. Multi
ply the round-trip fare by the number of people in a large family 
and you see that even attending church services can be financial
ly burdensome for many poorer families. 

Expensive Real Estate 

Indisputably, real estate in the big city is more expensive than 
in the small city. This is the third formidable challenge of the 
urban center. More conversions force the church to decide where 
she will meet. It has been my experience in Sio Paulo that house 
churches do not help the church grow as much as do buildings. 
House churches impose a low ceiling on membership and are not 
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perceived by Brazilians as stable, permanent establishments. 
Obtaining adequate church property, however, can be financially 
oppressive. Naturally the church wants a well known and ac
cessible location. Such a site may be beyond the church's present 
ability to give, however. The problem is obvious. What can we 
do? 

Distractions 

The last challenge of the metropolis that is of distractions. We 
meet in the big city of sophistication and bustle (not nearly as 
common in the small city) that often hinders hearing with "ears 
to hear" (Mt. 11:16). The population centers offer jobs and op
portunities. People strive to get ahead. It's often hard to slow 
them down for an unrushed presentation of the gospel. Tele
vision and stores encourage us to buy more. In the large city 
we find a greater diversity of activities that clamor for our 
precious leisure time. With all this, it's not difficult to see why 
it's hard. to fix a single eye on God and his Kingdom. It seems 
that the urban centers help foster in us an avidity for things, 
a dissatisfaction because of what we don't have, and a constant 
comparison with what others have. What's more, the bustle of the 
big city creates its own set of problems. More busses and· cars 
cause more pollution and noise. Big business gives more jobs 
but layoffs and strikes leave many people angry and desperate. 
Crime results. In short, see all these problems we could develop 
a complaining spirit, a captiousness. It's hard to proclaim "good 
news" when we're disgruntled. We can't eliminate all these 
problems. What can we do? 

Be Positive 
Several considerations could encourage and give us a clearer 

perspective. Do we im.agine we are more burdened with the 
metropolis than our Father is? To us the situation is sometimes 
hopeless. We forget that God is in control. Let us rejoice that he 
has privileged us with the task of being fellow workers with him 
(I Cor. 3:9). Let us develop a positive attitude toward these 
challenges. Large numbers of people might mean large numbers 
of contacts and converts. Profits garnered from distances 
travelled by bus are more reading time and, on a visit, warm ap
preciation and attentiveness from your host, a fellow sufferer of 
the rigors of big city travel. Also let us better educate our mem
bers to give sacrificially to pay for expensive real estate and 
watch God shower the· church with blessings. 

Lastly, let us envision the frustrations generated by the dis
tractions of the city as the ideal backdrop against which to 
present the beauty and power of the Christian life. We Chris
tians must speak to the emptiness of a life lived apart from 
God. The church as God's family can and must radiate a tender
ness and support quite anomalous to this dog-eat-dog world. We 
must show that life of service in Christ's name is immeasurably 
more rewarding than the mindless vapidities of the selfish life
style. Above all, the church must learn that her power lies in 
her ability to sacrifice. People will continue to live in the popu
lation centers. To minister the church must be tough and tender, 
clear-eyed and self-giving, and "wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves." 

Caixa Postal 30.217 01000 Sio Paulo, Brazil 
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The Preacher and His Money (7) 
GLEN CROWE 

THE PREACHER AND RETIREMENT 

One day I received a call from a preacher that I had heard 
about all of my life. He had worked with some large churches 
and had done much goo.d for the cause of Christ. During his mid
age, he was very much in demand, but now he was needing help. 
I went to see him, and found a situation that will be in my mind 
forever. He was only about 60 years old, but he looked like he 
was 90. His health was broken, he was living in a two room 
apartment that was not fit to keep cattle in, and no groceries 
were in the house. What a terrible thing. This man had gone 
through life thinking that God and the church would take 
care of him, but he failed to realize that faith without works is 
dead. He had disobeyed God by failing to provide for himself, 
so God could not help him, and the church would not help him. 
Let me say right here that if you think that the church will pro
vide for you when you get old, you are fooling yourself. They 
may should, but in most cases they will not. Every one of us 
are acquainted with elder preachers who did not provide for 
their old age. What a terrible mistake they made. 

I think that most of us realize the need to provide something 
for old age, but the real questions for most is when to begin 
saving for old age, and how is the best way. To help you decide 
when to begin a retirement plan, I suggest the following steps 
to be taken: (1) The first step in building financial security for 
you and your family would be to make provisions in the event 
of your death or disability. (2) The second step is to get yourself 
free of debt. If you are in debt, it will hinder your growth ma
terially and spiritually. (3) The third step is to get at least 
$2,500.00 cash on hand. You need this amount in the event of 
emergencies or periods of unemployment. I am convinced that 
once you have completed these three steps you will be a better 
preacher, better husband and father, and just be a lot more 
happy. 

I find a lot of young preachers putting money into a retire
ment plan when they have debts, no home, and not enough in
surance. This is just silly. Not long ago, a young preacher called 
me and wanted me to help get a retirement plan started. He was 
25 years old, had two small children, and was over his head in 
debt. I suggested to him that we spend the day trying to get 
started, and in about 10 years we would start thinking about re
tirement. 

The fourth step would be to purchase your own house. It is 
more important that you have a home paid for at age 65, than 
to have a retirement. For example, Preacher A has a retirement 
plan that will give him $1,500.00 per month income beginning at 
age 65. Preacher B has purchased a house that will be paid for 
by age 65. Now after 20 or 30 years, both of these men reach age 
65 and preacher B has a house all paid for, and preacher A has 

$1,500.00 per month, but he has to pay $2,500.00 per month rent 
for an apartment. One does not have to be real smart to see 
which one is better off. 

A retirement plan can now be started. Even if the preacher 
is age 50 or 55 before beginning a retirement plan, he will be 
much better off if he has taken these steps one by one. 

What To Do For Retirement 
I am not really sold on tax shelter annuities and I.R.A.'s. The 

interest rates are not that good, and in most cases you have 
to pay into them for years before you can even get your money 
back. Most preachers who have an I.R.A. or Tax shelter annui
ties would be better off to cash them in and pay off their debts 
or make a down payment on a house. Mutual funds are even 
worse. I would never advise a preacher to buy a mutual fund. 
Not many preachers that I know of have ever made a dime in a 
mutual fund. 

If you have an I.R.A., and it is making 10% interest, and in
flation is 13%, than you are going in the hole about 8% each 
year. I believe that the best way to build a retirement fund is 
by making investments in real-estate. If a preacher will save 
$3,000.00, he can purchase a rental house, pay the $3,000.00 on 
it and set the balance up on a loan so that the rent will make the 
payments. If he pays $20,000 for the house today, and inflation 
continues as it has, in 10 years it will be worth $40,000. If 
during his life a preacher was able to buy 5 such houses, he 
would have a good income for his old age. 

Farm land is a good investment. While the income from it may 
not be much, inflation will increase the value by more than 15% 
each year. Preachers can go together and buy real estate. I have 
formed 4 different partnerships with 10 preachers in each to 
buy farms. 

Stock is another good investment. Find a good stock broker, 
give him $500.00 to $1,000.00 each year and let him bl)y you 
stock that will grow. Stock bought today for $10.00 may well be 
worth $50.00 when you are old. REMEMBER, the difference be
tween an elderly preacher and an old preacher is income. 

Conclusion 
I have written this series of articles for one reason, and that 

is to help you get a handle on your personal finances. If you will 
do so, you and the church will be so much better off. I spend 
most of my time working with preachers, helping them to get 
out of debt and to build financial security. If you would like for 
me to teach a workshop for the preachers in your area, please 
get in touch with me, and we will work out a date. I do not 
charge preachers for this service, and I am available to go any
place that I am needed. 

-End of Series
P.O. Box 247, Tompkinsville, KY 42167 
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[Pardon 
PETE NASH 

Almost two thousand years ago, three 
men died. upon wooden crosses on a hill 
outside of Jerusalem. Of two we know very 
little, only that they were thieves and 
col!lmon crimin~ls. They lived their lives 
as just two of the countless thousands 
who have lived their lives in their own 
sphere and then passed on. But the third 
man, the man in the middle of the execu
tion scene, did not just live and pass on. 
He lived life as it was meant to be lived 
-alive to the presence of God, open to the 
needs of his fellow man. His fellow men 
were the purpose behind his life, the 
reason behind his death. 

Death is seldom kind. To those three 
men, hanging in pain in front of a jeering 
crowd, death was a savage opponent in
deed. The intense pain and emotions of 
that moment drove one of the men outside 
of himself, it gave another man the op
portunity to be himself. The thief who 
before had stolen what he wanted, now 
knew that he wanted something that he 
could not take nor steal. He knew that 
what he wanted had to be given to him, 
free of charge. In his final moments, he 
asked to be remembered in the kingdom of 
the Lord. He asked that question, not to 
a powerful Spirit-being whose voice thun
dered through the heavens, he asked it of 
the dying man who hung on the cross at 
his side. A man who was tired, beaten and 
bleeding. 

The thief had realized he had no hope 
within himself. His only hope rested in the 
dying form on the cross. It should have 
come as no surprise that the Christ so 
freely opened paradise to the one who 
came to him. 

The Apostle Paul, a few years later, told 
the Corinthian church of the power of 

Tentmakers~ Arisel 

Have the "kids" moved out? Are you 
trapped in the day-in, day-out rut of the 
Great American Dream? Did life fail to 
begin at forty? Have you been "raised in 
the Church" and yet are beginning to 
ponder the meaning of existence? 

You are in one of the dangerous periods 
of life. But it is also a period of great 
opportunity. You have fulfilled most of the 
short-term goals of life. Now you can fill 
the vacuum with something special. Con
sider the "tentmaking" calling, if you will ! 
"Tentmaking" is used here as a reference 
to the time-honored profession of voca
tional missionary. 

Our era has many notable examples of 
Christians doing it. Teachers, military 
personnel, farmers, editors, business men 
oilmen, and many others have committed 
themselves to active work as reapers for 
the Lord. 

8 [536] 

that man at his moment of death. Paul told 
those first century believers that the 
cross was the POWER of God. 

What a seeming contradiction I The 
power of the eternal God found in the 
death of a man on a cross. The reason the 
cross is the power of God is found in one 
word-pardon. 

The book of Nehemiah records the words 
of Ezra, "Thou art truly a God ready to 
pardon." 

God was truly a God ready to pardon. 
Ready enough to send his only Son to die 
for us. For mankind, trapped in sin, guilt 
and fear; enslaved by inadequacies. For 
mankind, with no hope of standing right
eous before God. For mankind came the 
Christ ready to offer pardon. Even before 
his birth an angel of the Lord had in
structed his mother to name her child 
Jesus because, in the words of the angel, 
"He shall save his people from their sins." 

Even before his birth his mission was 
plain. He was to die that the world might 
live. He was to pay the price of sin. The 
price was expensive but the pardon was 
free. Again in the words of Paul, "He 
made him who knew no sin to be sin, that 
in him we might become the righteousness 
of God." 

Now, almost two thousand years later, 
we can look back and take comfort. We 
can look back and rejoice in the message 
of pardon. The Son of God was willing to 
die that we might live. In the words of the 
thief on the cross," ... we receive the just 
rewards of our deeds, this man has done 
nothing ...• " We do not, however, receive 
our just rewards because of the message 
of the Gospel. That is the message of 
pardon. 
504 S. Crawford, Dixon, Illinois 61021 

G.M.KEMPER 

Have you ever consid~red the possibility 
that you might be able to do likewise? 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few •• !' Some places in the world have 
no laborers! But we have a large labor 
pool in the United States which has not 
really been tapped. Many Christians in 
the around fifty years age group could 
function admirably as vocational mis
sionaries with a little training. 

This is a group which has much to 
offer, especially in the way of experience. 
These Christians have a perspective about 
life that only comes with living it. In many 
cases husband-wife teams have completed 
rearing their families and are now "free." 
This freedom can be used to concentrate 
thir efforts toward spiritual goals. 

As an example, there are jobs available 
for teachers in American Schools all over 
the world. The "American Schools Over-

Preaching ANCIL JENKINS 

I read recently that the preacher uses 
approximately 5,000 words in an average 
sermon. (If you talk fast, you can squeeze 
in a few more.) Counting regular sermons 
as. well as other speaking opportunities, 
this means the average preacher sp~aks 
about 675,000 words a year. The average 
book contains about 50,000 words so this 
means that I have authored the equivalent 
of nearly 400 books in my career! 

There are several observations about 
these figures. They show that creativity 
can be a problem. It is hard to be fresh 
original and non-repetitive Sunday afte~ 
Sunday. If the same story is repeated oc
casionally, just realize that the preacher 
produces an equivalent of 13 books each 
year. No author can do that without some 
repetition. 

It illustrates the problem of consistency. 
We know Shakespeare wrote "Hamlet" 
and "Macbeth." But he also wrote many 
other plays that are not nearly as good as 
these. If he could not be consistent, how 
can we expect the same level from preach
ing. A preacher I knew once compared the 
preacher to a baseball player. He pointed 
out that a baseball player doesn't hit a 
home run every time he comes to bat. He 
strikes out some. He hits some fly balls. 
He hits singles, doubles, and triples. He 
doesn't hit a home run every time, but you 
do expect a home run occasionally. The 
goal of preaching is consistency, but it is 
difficult to reach. 

The volume of words used in preaching 
shows the richness of the source. To 
preach a hundred times a year, not includ
mg. ~lasses and ?ther speaking oppor
tumbes, and to still be able to find ma
terial that is beneficial and interesting 
shows the greatness of the Bible. It is a 
gold mine from which we have taken many 
treasures, yet the depths of the mine are 
still untapped. The thrill of the discovery 
of Bible truth is unending. The joy of 
study and discovery and the joy of sharing 
the word of God makes one want to live for 
a thousand years and preach every day. 

1701 Gold Ave. S.E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87106 

seas Directory" lists educational facilities 
in Brazil, Costa Rica, Denmark, Egypt, 
Gre~e, It~ly, . Kenya, Korea Malaysia, 
Mexico, N1ger1a, and Thailand just to 
me~tion a few. Think how many U. S. 
busmesses, military installations and 
government posts have to exist in those 
places in order to require such schools. All 
these areas represent job opportunities. 
There are myriads of "tentmaker" oppor
tunities for those interested. 
S~~e Christians may be vocationally 

qualified for such work but feel spiritually 
unqualified. There is training available. 

Life CAN begin at forty (or fifty) or 
later, if you will commit yours to the Lord 
of life. Arise, tentmakers and make that 
commitment! ' 

Sunset School of Missions, Lubbock, Texas 
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I Can Be Hospitable 
BRENDA JAMES 

Have you ever been frustrated getting ready for company? 
Can't get your house cleaned. . . The food you are preparing is 
a flop ... You're worn out, tired and sick and don't feel like being 
hospitable. . • • You ar_e breaking up fighting kids, the doorbell 
is ringing and you're not dressed ... Your husnband calls and 
says he will be late getting home, go ahead with dinner without 
him ... Other company unexpectedly drops in. Have these things 
ever happened to you? How badly do they bother you when they 
do happen? 

Let me share with you about a very good friend of mine named 
Ann. Ann is a very special person. She has the gift of hos
pitality. She welcomes everyone with open arms. Almost anyone 
could go to Ann's house day or night, no matter what was going 
on and she would be glad to open her home. Ann's house is not 
always the tidiest; Her meals are not always served at set times; 
Her .daily routine is always different since she has a job teaching 
school and is very involved in school activities. Still Ann always 
has time to be hospitable. She opens her home to individuals just 
getting out of the hospital needing a place to recuperate or to 
strangers from out of town who have relatives or friends in the 
hospital and who can't afford to stay in a motel for several days 
or weeks. Ann finds room for newcomers who need a place to 
stay until they get settled. Fellow Christians from out of town 
who have business in her city and need a place to stay always 
find a warm welcome, and this is only a start. Without a doubt 
Ann possesses the spirit of hospitality the Bible describes. 

The word hospitality as used in the Bible means "love of 
strangers." It does not mean the giving of a feast but the re
ception, entertainment and relief of strangers. Hebrews 13 :2 
reminds us, "Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing 
some people have entertained angels without knowing it." In 
considering a biblical approach to hospitality, remember what 
Jesus said in Matthew 25:35: 

"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, was a stranger 
and you invited me in." 

In Paul's time, Christians had to depend on the hospitality 
of other Christians. It was far different from traveling condi
tions today with lots of motels and hotels, Hertz cars, and 
American Express cards. There were few inns and these were 
generally filthy, very expensive, and filled with immorality. 
Many of the innkeepers were dishonest and immoral. Without a 
liberal practice of hospitality, the mission of the church would 
have been impossible. 

The Word provides other instructions about being hospitable. 
At I Peter 4:9 the apostle urges, "Offer hospitality to one an
other without grumbling." In short, be happy! Paul chimes in, 
"Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality." 
(Romans 12:13) 

Some people undoubtedly have a special ability to be hos
pitable. Hospitality comes naturally for them, while others of 
us have to work very hard at it. People who enjoy a special 

giftedness in regard to hospitality model a more excellent way 
for the rest of us. Believers who are happiest with guests in their 
home, serve the body and the world in a special way. 

A good motto for anyone struggling to be hospitable is "hos
pitality before pride." When guests are invited to your home 
do you want everything to be in pl~ce, (i.e. rugs cleaned, furni
ture dusted, toys and newspapers picked up, fresh cut flowers 
on the table, candlelight, the food something special, prepared 
and served just right)? Could such perfectionism be "pride be
fore hospitality?" I'm not recommending you be careless, but 
sometimes we may put too much emphasis on everything being 
perfect, especially if this attitude keeps us from being more 
hospitable. Think for a moment. How .do you feel when you 
go to someone's house and everything is not completely straight 
or perfect? Do you feel uncomfortable or do you really feel wel
comed? A perfect house can be very cold and shout at you when 
you walk in the door "Don't mess me up!" or "Children not 
welcome!" 

The Christian must realize nothing he has is his own. Material 
goods and personal qualities belong to God. If we keep this in 
mind, it will be much easier for us to be hospitable and share 
our home with others. 

Today we are not always faced with giving hospitality to total 
strangers. Yet we face other challenges in the church today. How 
hospitable are we to fellow Christians whom we don't know? 
There really are some strangers in our midst. Do we continue 
to be hospitable only to the people we already know we11? Or do 
we strike out in faith to expand the reaches of our fellowship? 
The heart of the local church depends on us at this point. 

When you invite someone to your home you hono1· them. You 
prove you love them and care enough about them to want to 
know them better. Leslie Flynn arrived at a definition of the 
gift of hospitality which makes sense just here: "The gift of 
hospitality is that special ability God gives to certain members 
of the Body of Christ to provide open house and warm welcome 
for those in need of food and lodging." Hospitality is not merely 
fellowship but sharing and caring. 

Even though it is much easier for some people to be hos
pitable than others, with God's help we can all be hospitable in 
our own way. Two attitudes are essential as we become more 
hospitable: 

(1) Be yourself-that's what will make people feel the most 
comfortable and loved. Hospitality must not become a 
competitive sport. 

(2) "Don't Sweat the Small Things"-to quote Erma Born
beck. Don't worry about the things you cannot change or 
which .do not really matter anyway. 

With hospitality like everything else in a life of discipleship, 
remember, "I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength" (Phil. 4:13). 

1114 Sundial Dr., Richardson, TX 7581 
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PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY SELLS 
LOS ANGELES CAMPUS 

A s ignificant chapter in the 44-year 
history of Pepperdine University closed 
Monday, June 23, when official documents 
were signed to complete the sale of the 
University's original Los Angeles campus 
at 79th Street and Vermont Avenue. 

The buyer is Crenshaw Christian Cen
ter , which purchased approximately 32 
acres of land and campus buildings for 
$14 million. 

P epperdine, with its 819-acre main 
campus in Ma libu, has a lease-back op
tion which will give t he U niversity ade
quate time to make plans for future 
relocation. Currently, the Los Angeles 
campus serves as administrative head
quarters for two of Pepperdine's four 
schools, the School of Business and Man
agement and the Graduate School of Edu
cation. 

Together, the two professional schools 
enroll 3,500 students in undergraduate, 
graduate and doctoral programs, though 
more t han 60 percent of these students 
convene in the University's educational 
centers in Irvine, in El Segundo near the 

Los Angeles International Airport, and in 
the San Fernando Valley. 

When the University opened its Malibu 
campus in 1972, t he central administra
tion a nd offices relocated to Malibu from 
the South-Central Los Angeles facili t y. 

Pepperdine's main campus at Malibu is 
the site of the liberal arts undergraduate 
school, Seaver College, which maintains 
a restricted enrollment of 2,100 students. 
The Pepperdine University School of Law 
moved to the Malibu campus in 1978 from 
facilities in Orange County, and currently 
enrolls 550 full- time students in a new 
law center overlooking the Seaver College 
campus. 
~-

Jesse Hampton, Rt. 2, Box 92, Gallup, 
N.M. 87301: After 35 years of part-time 
preaching the Gospel of Christ among 
the Indians November 20, 1981 I will r e
tire to full t in)e preaching, I will support 
myself, establish the church among the 
Indians any place in the USA that you 
will support, when I move on. 

California now r anks as the state with 
the largest Indian population, according to 
1980 advance reports from the Bureau of 

the census. California's count of 201,311 
Ame rican Indians, E skimos and Aleuts is 
substantially greater lhan Oklahoma's 
169,,164 and Arizona's 152,857. Oklahoma 
was l hc leader in the 1970 census. Other 
stales in the top ten arc : New Mexico, 
104,777; North Carolina, 64,635; A laska, 
64,047; Washingon, 60,771 ; South Dakota, 
45,101; Texas, 40,074; and Michigan, 
40,038. 

Reprints of any single page article appea ring 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
res nc..a accepted. 

LOVED ONE$.1t1 THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP TH EMI 

The Amen lollnlatry w01111 with fa llhlul Chtlallan con
tiC II on Military lnalalfallona wO<Idwlcle thai are walling to 
halp your IO'teCI onea - u they have hell*! wllh •the 
aplrllual and phyalcal needa of thouaanda of othera during 

the ~~f~r.O:.:~:~~:~:;~~:~:~ phone •nd military 
lnatallallon. II known, along with your name. and ad<lrHa 
to: 

AMEN e WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

' ~r~~~ ~~.~t:,R~~~ ... ~ Waatlolonroa, loulalana 71291 

Americ:an MiU1ary Ewan8eliains Naliona 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
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- •r;. t11;1r.r,;r.~,,., .... ,..,...,, ..., Only for owners of the 
Milleuuial Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Milleuuial Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennia! Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volume of your set. 

776 pages. Only 819.95 (plus 82 .00 postage) 
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RELIGION OF ONESIPHORUS 

(Continued from page m 
50-60 parents owe that brother a great 
deal! 

Paul asked God's mercy to Onesiphorus 
in the day of judgment. He had shown 
by his life that he had truly been con
verted to the Lord. He had shown mercy to 
others, and the principle is that those who 
show it will receive it, James 2: 13. If 
mercy in judgment is what we want, Paul 
here explains one way it may be gained. 

God's inclusion of this obscure, homely 
incident in his precious revelation where 
every word is important, reminds of the 
truth of the "George Baileyism" that 
"There are no small roles in life, only 
small actors." There is no indication that 
Onesiphorus ever preached a sermon or 
could do so; ever taught a home Bible 
class or wanted to. But by doing well the 
task that came to him, he gained immortal 
recognition in the Bible, probably assured 
the salvation of his own soul and has in
spired untold millions since! There are no 
small roles: even a cup of water has its 
reward if done in the name of Christ. Our 
God delights in taking such "small," 
powerless and even non-existent things 
and doing stupendous, colossal feats with 
them! All he needs is a surrendered dis
ciple to set the process in motion, one 
with the religion of Onesiphorus, a Chris
tian at home and away. Will you be one? 

P. 0. Box 143, Atwater, Ca. 95301 

MILTON HARVEY PEEBLES 

Milton Harvey Peebles, a gospel preach
er and educator, died June 26, 1981 at his 
son's home in Texarkana. Peebles, 68, 
had preached in Hope, Arkansas for the 
past 18 years serving as an elder for the 
past 15 years and conducting a morning 
devotional radio program in Hope for the 
past 10 years. He had preached and taught 
school in Southwest Arkansas for 48 years. 

A native of Smyrna, Tennessee, he 
graduated from Harding University in 
1934. He worked with the Saratoga (Ark.) 
Schools for three years as principal and 
for 40 years as superintendent before his 
retirement in 1977. He was a member of 
the board of Trustees of Harding Uni
versity since 1960. 

He did most of his preaching for church
es in Southwest Arkansas who could not 
support a preacher full-time. He had 
preached for churches in Nashville, Ark., 
Prescott, Ark., Chapel Hill, Ark., Glen
wood, Ark., Oakdale, TX Texarkana, and 
Hope. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Nannie 
Katherine McQuiddy Peebles; four sons, 
Milton H. Peebles II, Dr. Larry Peebles, 
Dr. David M. Peebles, and Dr. Sam 
Peebles; one brother, H. G. Peebles; two 
sisters, Mrs. Laura Edwards, and Mrs. 
Lois Doane, and eleven grandchildren. The 
funeral was conducted by Tommy Mounts, 
assistant minister for the Hope Church, 
and Wallace Alexander. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1, 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby· Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
or Call (512) 282-2486 

Paul Watson, Box 7588, Oregon, OH 
43616: Sunday, July 19, 1981 we enjoyed a 
day in which foreign mission work was 
emphasized. Keith Besson, who has been 
in Zambia, Africa for twelve years, spoke 
to our combined adult classes and em
phasized the needs and methods of evan
gelism. Ernie Stewart, who went to Israel 
in 1960 and has spent much of his life 
there since that time, spoke at our worship 
hour. In addition to our regular contribu
tion our members gave over $3000. The 
Echo Meadows church has sponsored the 
work in Israel since 1960. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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THIESEN FAMILY AIMS FOR AFRICA 

The John Thiesen family lived and 
worked in one of the most remote areas of 
Malawi in southeast Africa for over ten 
years and were involved in establishing 
100 new congregations. They also taught 
and strengthened · many more in a 300 
mile area of bush country in northern 
Malawi. They are an experienced, proven 
family who have .demonstrated their will
ingness and ability to do a fruitful work 
for Christ. 

John, Ann and their five children are 
now in Buffalo, Missouri. However, their 
sights are now on French-speaking West 
Africa because of the great needs for the 
gospel there. Not only does John speak 
English and Chitumbuka, but he also 
speaks Spanish and French and is deeply 
burdened over the 140 million people liv
ing in French-speaking Africa. Great 
areas of west and north Africa have not 
been reached. And most of these are 
French-speaking. Out of the 29 nations 
unpenetrated by churches of Christ, 21 are 
French-speaking. 

Black Africa is the most receptive area 
in the world for the Gospel of Christ ac
cording to many church growth scholars. 
An example of this receptivity in Africa 
is Malawi where there are some 1200 con
gregatio<~s with over 36,000 members of 
the Lord's church. 

The Thiesens are capable, experienced, 
seasoned and dedicated workers for 
Christ, and they are willing to work any
where in French-West Africa where 
there is an open door. Congregations con
cerned about this receptive area of the 
world, willing to send and support such 
a man of God as John Thiesen, can contact 
him at: Rt. 4, Box 102A, Buffalo, Mo. 
65622, ( 417) 345-2191. For reference con
tact the Pleasant Valley congregation in 
Mobile, Alabama, former supporters of 
the Thiesens in Malawi and still involved 
in that work.-Doyle D. Gilliam 

Clois Shipp, 175 N. 6th St. W., Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84116 : There is an area of 
Utah which badly needs to be evangelized. 
A population of 61,000 surrounds Spanish 
Fork. Lew Hancock will soon receive his 
Doctor's degree in Marriage and Family 
Counseling, and currently works for the 
state as a drug counselor. His father-in
law is the preacher at Orem, Utah. SUl·ely 
there is a church somewhere that would 
support Bro. Hancock full time in t he 
Spanish Fork area until a church can be 
firmly established there. If interested, 
contact me. 
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i CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us f01: free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

BROWN TRAIL SI:HOOL OF PREAI:HINIJ 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 

• Two Year Fu ll Time Course • Strong Bible Emphasis 
• VA Approved • Practical Train ing 

• "What" and "How" To Preach • No Tuition 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• Curriculum For Students' Wives 

• Comprehensive Curriculum 
• Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED NEXT ENROLLMENT-JULY 13, 1981 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedfqrd (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 017-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION. 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801--817 /429·1403 

For less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 

$1.00 Per Month~:~::;:=:~::~~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

FI RM FOUNDATION- AUGUST 25, 1931 



Tenth Annual 

I BC Evangel ism 

Workshop 

' 'FRIENDSHIP 

EVANGELISM" 

September 

24-26, 

1981 

Special M'ednt."Sda~· NIJ(ht S lnJ(In lo{ •·o r Entlrt_> ,\ r e a - Septem!wr 2:J - 8 :00 P.~1. Featurl n J( G r e nl B rolhl•rhood SonJ( Leade rs 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

AM 
9:00 BEING A FRIEND TO THE LOST 

- J. Wayne K1lpotrrck AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM SAVES US 
- Dav1d Underwood Mom Aud. 

10,00 READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK 
- Joe Connell AAB Aud. 
HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 
FIRST CENTURY 
- F. W. Monox Main Aud. 

11 .00 JESUS VERSUS PHARISEEISM 
- Albert H1ll AAB Aud. 
THE SOUL WINNING SMILE 
- Joe VanDyke Main Aud. 

Exhibi ts of many great brotherhood works 
will be on display. 

Nursery and child care wi ll be provided on 
campus each day at a nominal charge. 

A Children 's Bible Hour will be conducted 
each evening a t 7:00 in the main auditorium. 

P.M. 

1.30 HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 
(Part I} 
- Dan House AAB Aud. 
JESUS AND THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
- Curt1s Sampley Main Aud. 

2·30 THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS 
- Jack Paul AAB Aud. 
ElDERS AND MISSIONARY RELATIONSHIP 
- Or. Mounce Hood Main Aud. 

3:30 I HAVE CAl lED YOU "MY FRIENDS" 
- Gaotga Tipps AAB Aud. 
THE COST OF FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM 
- T1m Kraus Ma1n Aud. 

1,00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7 30 JESUS THE FRIEND OF SINNERS 

Bos.t Overton AABAud 

Ladies I Seminar 
Friday, September 25 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
A.M. 

900 FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM IN THE BCX)I( Of ACTS 
J1m Massey AAB Aud. 

WHO AM I? A FRIEND OF SINNERS 
(Women only) 

Martha W.tlioms Mom Aud 
f-EW CONGREGATION OWlENSE /lNJ X)Y 

Charles Graham Cafeteria 
10:00 HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 

19TH CENTURY 
- F. W. Mollox AAB Aud. 
MATURING THROUGH FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM 
(Women only) 

Joyce Massey Mom Aud. 
MATERIALS FOR FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM 

Jim Mossey & W indle Kee Cafeteria 
II :00 THE FRIENDSHIP OF GIVING LIVING 

- Joe Beam AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM - THE WOMAN'S 
VIEWPOINT (Women only) 
- Sl11rley Curry Mom Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE ClASSES EVANGELISTIC (Port I} 

Harold Bellomy Cafeteria 

LUNCH 
1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH A NOTORIOUS SINNER 

- John Grpson AAB Aud. 
HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 
(Pori 2) 

Don House 
EVANGEliSTIC SONG LEADING 

leon Sanderson 

Morn Aud. 

Cafeteflo 
2:30 UNIVERSAL MINISTRY OF CHRISTIANS 

Brll lambert AAB Aud. 
I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEl 

J1m McGUJggon Morn Aud. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUl SAVING (Port I) 

Jay Andrews Cafeteria 
3:30 BIBlE AND MEN TAL HEALTH (Parr I) 

R. M. " Bob" Rrgdon 
THE CHAlLENGE TO FUlFill 

Tex W.llroms 

AAB Aud. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:2 

Morn Aud. 
5 00 ALUMNI DINNER 

Cafe terra 

7.00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7.30 FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 

Harold Taylor 
'-----

AAB Aud.l 

Youth Forum 
Saturday, September 26 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
AM 

9 •00 BEAF\ MUCH FRUIT John 14:4 
- Tex W1ll1oms AAB Aud. 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

John Mills Mom Aud 
GO TEll A FRIEND 
- Charles Graham Cofeterro 

10,00 BIBlE AND MENTAL HEALTH (Port 2) 
- R. M. (Bob) Rigdon AAB Aud 
WHAT IS REAL FRIENDSHIP? 

Joe Beom Main Aud. 
BUSSING "FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM" 
- Claude Lewis Cafeteria 

II :00 TEACHING AND MANIFESTING THE GRACE OF 
GOD IN EVANGELISM 
- Bill lomberr AAB Aud. 
SPECIAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
- Joey lvey Mom Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE ClASSES EVANGELISTIC (Port 2) 
- Harold Bellomy Cofeteflo 

LUNCH 
1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH YOUR FAMILY 

- Cecil May, Jr. AAB Aud. 
GOD'S BADGE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
- Rubel Shelley Mo1n Aud. 
EVANGELISTIC LEADERSHIP IN WORSHIP 
- leon Sanderson Cafeteria 

2 30 I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH 
- J1m McGu1ggon AAB Aud. 
MAKING HEAVENLY FRIENDS 

Hardeman NIChols Mom Avd. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUL SAVING (Port 2) 
- Jay Andrews Cofererio 

3:30 THE IMPElliNG NEED FOR AN EVANGEliSTIC 
CONGREGATION 

Trurll Allison AAB Aud. 
DO NOT WORK FOR FOOD THAT SPOilS 

Rod Tote Main Aud. 
5:30 ElDERS' DINNER 

LEADERSHIP ACCORDING TO CHRIST 
- Cecil May, Jr. Cafeteria 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7,30 GOO'S FRIENDSHIP FOR A lOST WORLD 

Alan Hrghers AAB Aud. 

SPEGAL GASSES FOR TFAOiERS 
Sa turday, September 26 

WRITE OR CALL TODA Y FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
P.O. Box I BC Florence, Alabama 35630 

- complete program - broth•mood e xhibits - housing and camper space - area motel Information -

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
(205) 766-6610 



WORKERS NEEDED IN 
NAVAJO MISSION FIELD 

In 1969 C. C. (Skip) and Josie Knox 
entered the mission field among the 
Navajo Indians. The church has shown a 
slow but steady growth in these last 12 
years. 

At the time the Knox's began work, 
there was ·one church of our Lord located 
at Hogback (Mountain) near Waterflow, 
New Mexico. Work had begun there in 
1965 under the oversight of the Cortez, 
Colorado church elders. In l 971 they 
began a work among the Navajo in Monte
zuma Creek Utah and today a church is 
growing the~e under the oversight of the 
Anson, Texas church elders. Bruce Terry 
and his wife are continuing the work 
there. · 

With the help of many congregations 
and individuals there are now nine congre
gations on ot near the Reservation, the 
latest being in the rural KinLiChee chap
ter near Ganado, Arizona. Brother and 
sister Knox began trying to establish a 
church there in late 1977. The first wor
ship services were held there on August 
10, 1980 and now there are 14 Navajo 
members. 

Bro. Knox is almost 70 years of age and 
must soon cease from some of his work. 
Too much work has gone into this mission 
effort at KinLiChee to 'vithdraw from it 
now. Workers are urgently needed. 

The elders at Northwest Church of 
Christ in Phoenix, Arizona seek a couple 
without school-age children, to continue 
this work. 

Please contact Northwest Church of 
Ch.rist, 7654 N. 19th Ave., Phoenix, Az. 
85021. 

ANNUAL ABILENE PREACHER'S 
WORKSHOP SET 

Favorite Sermons will be the theme of 
the 15th annual Preachers' Fellowship 
Day, Thursday, Sept. 17, at Abilene Chris
tian University. 

Dr. B. J . Humble, head of the Bible de
partment and chairman of the event , said 
the program \vill be similar to last year's, 
which featured ACU faculty members who 
discussed favorite sermon outlines. 

Six speakers will discuss favorite ser
mon ideas or outlines. The outlines will be 
duplicated and distributed at the end of 
the day. 

Preachers will also be guests of the uni
versity for lunch and dinner. Dr. William 
J. Teague, president-elect, 'vill speak at 

the 12:30 luncheon in the Main Room of 
the Campus Center. 

Dr. John C. Stevens, president, will 
speak at the 5:15 dinner, also in the Main 
Room. His topic will be "How to Build 
the Church." 

Those desiring more information can 
contact Humble at ACU Station, Box 7768, 
Abilene, Texas 79699, or (916) 677-1911, 
ext. 2317. 

Stanley Sayers, 1401 Main, Duncan, OK 
73533 : We are entering our fourteenth 
year in Duncan, and I am working under 
the oversight of the Westside congrega
tion. God has blessed me with the comple
tion of a good many books and I have 
held meetings from Los Angeles to West 
Chicago. Am available for speaking on 
Christian Evidences and doing "old time 
gospel preaching." (405) 256-4354. 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles Hodge 
Ron Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept. 28-29 

Contact 
Allan Benne tt 

PSCC Rt. l, Box 420 
Madill. OK '73446 

(405) 795-5015 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuit ion Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT~AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

14 [5'42] 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOO L 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901-761-1350 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly o supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sma ll carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge corton~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand o good supply ot 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered through Christian 

Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Two plans to choose from now 
available with continuing enrollment. 

DENTAL GROUP INSURANCE 
A V AJLABLE IN MAY for church 
workers. May be taken with or wi thout 
health plan coverage. Dental Family rate 
is $13.68 a month underwritten by Blue 
Cross. Group Life and Group Annuity 
Relirement Plans. Guaranteed Issue Life 
being written. Disability Income avail
able in May underwriuen by Blue Cross. 
Major Medical Group Hospitalization 
rates will not change from present 
Charge for next year. 

Contact: 
Leonard Mullens, Administrator 

P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 
Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Foreign Workers covered at same 
rate as resident Americans. 

Plans offered only to workers among 
Churches of Christ. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- AUGUST 25, 19Sl 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per Uno. Designed especially to accommodate congrei'ations 

advertiains meeting places, preachers seekLns work or con!fregatlons seeking prclldters. Also other 
ac:eeptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 11)05 S. Trim
mler Rd. Rob~rt L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
L&.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for D.;::;eaf=·--....,.....-=---=-

OKINAWA, .JAPAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Christ. 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lrvintf St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M •• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CBATIIA.M. N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHER..~ NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA~;;.;;-;.;;.;...._AN~-=c~B~O=-=RA=-=--=o~E,.....-~C==B=UR=-=CB OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchora!fe, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

PleaaaDtOD, Callfoi'Dia 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSIDP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewla Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

------=,..,;P:::a:::a:=l~H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evansrelist 
BREWER. HAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write Dbout 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND.. 2205 E. Mor~a~n Ave .. 
u.s. 460 EaJrt Oppoatte K-Mart. Offlec 4'1'1'-
52'11. Robby Wade, Min, 4~8-40158. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Chrl•t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ .. 651 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:3{) p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI8LES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
A'IT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. WPd. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. J'olly, Min. 795-2311. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community of 25,000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for growing personnel work prosrram and work in 
other ways with active congregation pl'O'gl'ams in 
bussing, visitation personnel work, radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent phyaical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
838 Williams, Hastintn~. Nebraska 68901 or call 
( 402) 468-1464 ( 402) 462-8469. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hirinll child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve BerJmlan, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews far bouseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls In a 
christian way. Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in . agricultural areas; Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-689-
7725 (day) or 512-689-2286 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 76, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P .0. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy J'ividen and 
others on cassette tapes, National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812: Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 89466. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx, 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6_.;;8;.;.7.;.6;.... ---
"A dedicated Christian family is needed to serve the 
Lord as houseparents to six children in a residential 
settng at South-Central Christian Children's Home, 
2420 Highway 62, J'effersonville, Indiana 47180. 
This is just across the Ohio River from Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
If you are interested in further details or an ap
plication, please contact Ken Samuel, Superinten
dent. Write the Home, or call (812) 282-8248 or 
282-1047." 
Lord's Day preaching appointments wanted. FW I 
Dallas area. Fletcher Cauthen, P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster, TX 75146. AC 214/224-2800. 

PLANNING TOBE:-:IN~----
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Hollvwood 

GOO North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Anlleles, CA 90004 

Sunday worship 11 A.M .. 6 P.M. 
Wadnesday 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 468-6852 

1 ~ miles south of Hollywood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

"Limited number of theater seats at a nrice you 
can't turn down I Contact Georll'etown Church .of 
Christ. Box 82. GeorJZetown, TX 78626 or call 
512/863-3071 or 863-3033." 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 AJZenta ready to serve) 

If you are movlnsr anywhere In the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an t>thlcal. 
carln« profe«11lonal RPR ltnr. CALL COLLECT I Ask 
for M~>l nr Rndv. 1-91R-4S7-44SS. 

CRNTURY 21 RUPY WYATT. REAJ,TORS 
23rtf & Garnett. Tulsa.. Oklahoma 74129. 

Ea<'h office is lndenentfently ownetf antf Oflf'rnu-d. 

We're on the move I Now AvenurinJZ 185, By De
cembP.r '81 225, by December '8?. 281), currently. 
minister staff of three. Need full time P~>l'SOnal 
worker to (Al expand present llroup and (B\ de
velon a nearby area to start new conlll"esrations. 
FiPltls are rine. Tremendous lll'Owth opportunities. 
Full salRry antf movinll exnenses ready now. wait
ing on the rivht man. Lonsr term Cflmmltmentll. If 
lnt:Prested. call nhrhts (612) 424-261)6, Ray Gwin 
(eliler) Brooldyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneanolis. Minnesota. 
PREACHERNEEDED::::.=::Fu::.-:1..,...1 .. t'"'"im-e--=far--~~-m-a-:1-:-1 -c-o-n
llresration of approximately 60 members. Rpiritual 
matnritv and exnerience dHirAtf. Please send resume 
tn Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
81ill26. 
GOSP~EL=-=p-=R-=E=-A,....C'='H=ER=--=w=-=-A-=-NT=ED=-: -:A:--m-a-=t-u-re-.-110-u-n-;-d, 
and exllPrienced nreacher is needed for full-timP. 
work with the Wasatch chur~h of Christ, lo~ated 
in Cl"arfield, Utah near to Hill Air Foree Base. 
Should he an exnerien"f!d teacher, able to work 
closetv with members. ThPre are approximately 120 
members in attendance. BuildinJZ is owned and re
modeling has nearlv been complet.Pd to double the 
classroom and auditorium snac~>. Full supnort will 
h<! provided, salary nesrotiahle. No elders at nresent 
time. Prefer a married individual. No anti, liberal, 
"vouth wo1"8hip" advo<'ate, nor hohhiest need apply. 
FnrniRh references and reRttrne to Dannv Lnwren~e. 
9nli R. 200 E., Layton, Utah 84041. Call at 801-
766-44ll5 after 5 p.m., or leave message at 801-
825-6990. 

CARING 
The emotional needs of cancer patients are indeed 
many. As concerned Christians, we want to offer 
resources to help you show J'esus' compassion to 
those around you who are ill. For a free catalog 
of our materials, send a long SASE to Caring 
Ministry-F6, P.O. Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Would Duane Knapp who responded to the ad of 
Religious Books bought please contact Wayne 
Stevens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX 75428, (214) 568-4642. 

"A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing congregation of 
14 families (22 adult members), We urgently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify as an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation, We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, C/0 DON· 
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54956. Thank you. 
FOR SALE: ABDick 525 mimeograph machine. Good 
condition-$250. SCM COronastat copier & supplies. 
Good condition-$200. Call 402-833-6586. 
Gospel Preacher ,. .-ailable. 48 years old. 28 years 
experience. Contact: Darol Ady, 451 No. Liberty, 
Apt. 10, Boise, Idaho 83704, (208) 376-8064. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great inc'Ome. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
DO YOU have any of the following equipment, but 
are not using it? Please consider letting us put it to 
work for the Lord in the NW Kansas mission field. 
We need: paper folder, collator, large paper cutter, 
large booklet stapler, multiple hole punch, plate 
making equipment for offset press. This is a real 
need. Church of Christ. 1100 Centennial, Hays, KS 
67601 or 913-628-3467. 
For Sale: Greyhound Diesel Bus, extra Clean 1953 
Model 4108, 39 Passenger, a/c, P/s, New tires, 
Intercom, P.A. Sound s)'Btem. Do not be scared by 
the age of this bus. It is in excellent condition and 
suitable for trip anywhere right now. Call Kendall 
Henderson (512) 836-1721 or write 1604 Howard 
Ln, Round Rock, TX 78664. 
GOSPEL PREACHER on social security looking for 
employment in Arizona. Write J'ohn M. Burnett, 
1400 N. Cameron, Ajo, Arizona 85321. 
Preacher, alfe 89, married1 three children, Harding 
Graduate, 20 years preacning desires to relocate. 
Tele. 501-425-3512. · 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FoundatloD 
tries to screeD advertl•ln~~r. BDd will not 
knowingly take que•tlounble advertl•lolf. 
But It Is the reader's respon•lblllty to ID• 
vestlpte. Like any other paper, we some
times unwtttlu~~tl7 I'1ID aD uuworth7 aiL 
As the old snytng goe•, before 7'0D Juve.st. 
lnve•tl~~rBte I 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST TO EXHIBIT 
AT 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 

The 1982 World's Fair is scheduled to 
be held in Knoxville, Tennessee, May 1-
0ctober 31, 1982. Churches of Christ, 
under the leadership of Laura} congrega
tion in Knoxville, have contracted for 1500 
square feet of island space and will 
superintend the presentation of an exhibit 
that will be viewed by 90% of the visitors 
to the fair. About 1500 per hour are ex
pected to visit the exhibit. 

The World's Fair will feature the 
theme "Energy Turns The World," and 
the theme of the church exhibit will focus 
on the gospel as the energy, or power, of 
God unto salvation. 

A similar exhibit was presented at the 
New York World's Fair in 1964-65, and 
reports are that over 2,500 became Chris
tians as a direct result of the contacts 
made; many of them in Spain. 

The exhibit will be a first quality, pro
fessionally designed, multi-level exhibit, 
and the projected cost is $750,000.00. 
Congregations across the land will be 
asked to include this work in their mis
sionary plans for 1982, according to the 
elders. 

For information write to Church of 
Christ, Box 10683, Knoxville, Tn. 37919. 
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A CLIQUE OF POLITICAL 
REVOLUTIONARIES 

TOPPLED E RUSSIAN 
WORLD 
Th•n, and to this day, 
plck•d and traln•d p•o
pl• s••klng a hlgh•r goal, 
nurtured the seeds of pol-

itical revolution and 
reaped its grim harvest, 

often giving their lives for this 
.ufreedom." 

Our Lord turned the New Testament world upside down with a handful of dedicated men who 
sowed the seed of a true, inward revolution in men's hearts . They did not spore themselves in the 
cause of true freedom, the liberation of souls from the tyranny of Satan. What kind of men were 
chosen for this worl-;? 

Paul, singled out for the task, was commissioned " to preach to the notions the unsearchable riches 
of Christ" (Eph. 3:8-9) and "to present the word of God in its fullness" (Col. 1 :25). Chosen and 
prepared "from birth" (Gal. 1: 15), he studied under the 13ible experts of his day. As a citizen of a Gen
tile city he was familiar w ith Greel-; language and culture and used this knowledge effectively (Acts 
17 :28). He was able to reason with learned men in their colleges (Acts 19:9-1 0). Paul's letters ore 
among the highest achievements of the Greek language. 

In order to plant and nurture His church in foreign lands God uses people educated in His word and 
the culture of those lands. He is able to mold and prepare us for such work too. 

Sunset School of Slavic Studies has been established for this very purpose: to prepare men and 
women to share with a world of lost Russians, Ukrojnion and other Slavic peoples, the Good News of 
spiritual freedom in Christ and reconciliation in His one body. 

• Russian 6 Ukrainian Languag• • Dlbl• Cours•• 
• Historical 6 Cultural Studl•s • Mission Training 

School year begins September 7th. 

• VA Approv•d 
•Tuition Fr•• 

Will you b•com• Ilk• th• Slavs for Christ's sak• and th•irsl 
For further detai ls write: 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF SLAVIC STUDIES 
1721 14TH STREET 

LUDDOCK, TEXAS 79410 
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T~e Future of Evangelism 

Although we ··would be the first to agree that we 
have no~'done the research others have done, and have 
little to ~a.se our projections on, other than a sort of 
"gut fee]i11g" perhaps born of close contact with what 
is going on, but we do not share the feeling that the 
church is shrinking, and that "mission work" has had 
its heyday and is declining. 

We believe, to the contrary, that we are on the verge 
of great expansion in our evangelistic forces. We 
strongly believe we face a bright future rather than a 
grim one. 

Our colleges and preacher schools are having to plan 
expanded programs and provide more room for swell
ing missionary programs. Local churches are turning 
out more home grown AIM, MARK APPRENTICE 
missionaries than ever before. In hundreds of congre
gations, where very little missionary zeal was known 
in the past, there is an enlivened interest. Bible by Cor-_ 
respondence is growing by leaps and bounds. We are 
really having to stretch our facilities and our imagina
tion to accommodate the increase in interest in world 
evangelism. 

More than half the world's population have never 
heard the gospel message. They know no more about 
Jesus Christ than if he never came on earth. The other 
half is almost as ignorant of what the gospel really is, 
and how to take advantage of what it has to offer. To 
reach these people we really need at least 100,000 new 
missionaries every year. The fact that we feel it is be
yond our power to provide such a force indicates how 
lightly we take the great commission. If we could make 
evangelists out of the 3,000,000 we have, instead of 
church going worshippers, we would have made a long 
step in the right direction. 

The wave of conservatism that is sweeping the world 
provides an atmosphere conducive to our best efforts. 
On America's 2,300 college campuses alone there is such 
an upsurge of religious interest as we can hardly grasp. 
If t~e fledgling Campus Advance movement of a gen
eration ago had not been destroyed by its own blun
ders and brotherhood criticism, it might have been in a 
position to take advantage of the campus mood when 
the wind turned in our favor. 

We are on _the verge of destroying what effort we 
have left on college campuses. On 80-100 campuses we 
now have weak and struggling missionary efforts 
which are making an effort to survive. We ought not to 
kill them, too, in their infancy. 
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There is much to be said for a lifetime in the mission 
field. The debate between long-term advocates and 
short-term advocates will, no doubt, continue until most 
of the world dies lost. There are advantages to both. 
Indigenous churches versus supported churches will 
continue to produce more heat than light. There are ad
vantages to both. The world needs both. In a world with 
materialism crumbling around us we have not the time 
and cannot afford the luxury of debate. People are 
scrambling for an answer: a purpose for living; and 
for a hope when dying. 

We are just beginning to exploit the possibility of 
secular jobs abroad with the prospect of making them 
the supporting machinery for evangelism. The armed 
forces have shown us that it can be done. More and 
more men and women in the military are pushing the 
boundaries of the Kingdom further into a darkened 
world. We need hundreds of supporting professionals 
working hand in hand with small missionary teams in 
every great city on earth. 

We have not yet begun to think on a worldwide basis. 
We have very poor world vision. In an era of social, 
economic, political and religious upheaval like the 
decade of the 80's promises to be, the church has a 
once-in-a-millennium opportunity. A few-a very few
see some of the potential. We need mind stretchers, and 
activists and visionaries that can lead us to dare to 
think of what might happen in China, in India, in Rus
sia and in Africa. We should preach it from the pul
pits, teach it to Bible class students, and maybe moth
ers should begin teaching it to infants in their cribs, 
that there is a world out there, dying in sin. If we don't 
save it it will die lost. If we can some way bring the 
church to see sin on a world scale, and grasp the saving 
power of the gospel on a worldwide basis we just might 
do something startling about it. 

And we believe that very recent efforts are pulling 
back the curtain just a little. We are beginning to see 
the opportunities and our responsibilities. That will 
guarante~ that we are on the threshold and not at the 
exit door of mission work. It's morning; not evening. 
The best is yet to come. The very predominance of 
single young people· who are interested guarantees it. 
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.J J/.ave SinneJ ... 
MIKE SINAPIADES 

These were the words of David, a man who lived so close to 
God, who had been blessed so abundantly by him, and in whose 
presence the King of Israel came so freely and so often. Yet, in 
spite of the close relationship he enjoyed with God, and the 
knowledge he had of Jehovah's righteousness and his loathsome
ness toward sin, David sinned. And his sin, as sin always is and 
does, was directed against God himself, while at the same time it 
pulled him away from his Lor.d, alienated him from the One who 
loved him, protected and blessed him so richly. 

Sin, the transgression of God's law, always is directed against 
our Creator. No matter what kind it is (sin is one, but it can 
be accomplished in myriads of ways), always it hurls an insult 
against God himself. But at the same time, it places a wedge 
between the offender and the offended, it estranges the relation
ship, it alienates him from the One who loves him protects and 
blesses him so magnificently. 

And then, 0 ! then-the worst of all-there come those times 
when man yearns for the blessed closeness which only a righteous 
life brings, those moments when his holy presence warms the 
heart, strengthens the feebled knees and opens the cataracts of 
his mercy and loving kindness, but are no longer there. Tired 
and cumbered under the heavy load of sin, disheartened from the 
repeated failures of life, but more so embittered from the gall 
which he has received, instead of the "pleasures" which sin had 
promised him, the offender wanders alone, still thirsting and 
yearning for the crystal clear fountains of water, which continue 
to spring forth abundantly from the love and mercy of the of
fended God, but they are no longer for him. 

Undoubtedly, these must have been the feelings which had 
engulfed the Psalmist, when in utter despair allowed from 
his wounded heart to escape that full of spiritual nostalgia con
fession: "My God . .• my soul thirsteth after thee" (Ps. 62:2). 
Having walked in forbidden grounds, in the darkness and laby
rinths of sin, without even the tiniest spark of light to guide 
and direct him, searching for the forbidden nectar of sin, he 
now finds in its place bitterness and disappointment. 

His sin not only had offended his God, but had also driven him 
from his holy presence. He who once was feeding himself so 
freely from the Lucullian meals of God's grace and mercy, and 
was the honored guest in his divine company, had allowed himself 
so foolishly the exchange for the worldly pleasures, finds him
self suddenly hungry and thirsty, wanting and famishing. Woe 
unto me, for I feel the darkness which engulfs me, I hear the 
thunder of your divine wrath and sense the waves of your 
righteous indignation dangerously closing all around me. 

David had almost arrived at the point of no return, when sud
denly, from the recesses of his anguished heart he found the 
strength to utter those life saving words, "0 I my God • . • my 
soul thitrsteth after thee." As his own tears met God's grace, as 
his contrite spirit was engulfed once again by the Father's 

loving kindness, light dispelled darkness and the divine assur
ance of forgiveness expelled his fears. David was helped once 
again to ascend to that beautiful relationship and happiness, 
which is God! 

My soul, my precious, soul, how .do you yearn for the delight 
of your spirit, the peace of your mind and the bliss which only 
God's forgiving grace can give? But then, why do you look in 
the uncertainty of human advice, why do you run after man's 
remedies? Your melancholy, your feelings of loneliness and 
despair are due to the wedge, the wedge which sin has placed 
between you and your God. The blessed relationship is no longer 
there. The happiness, the joy, "the peace that passeth all under
standing" are not yours to enjoy. In the pursuit of your worldly 
pleasures, you thought you woul.d ascend high but you were 
brought low instead. You imagined that you would walk in the 
midst of flowery gardens where happy birds and colorfu~ butter
flies would have enhanced your existence. But, alas, you found 
yourself in the middle of the greenish stagnant and polluted 
lakes of sin. 

But wait, this bitter feeling that refuses to leave your mouth, 
could be medicine for your salvation. This unrest of your inner 
man, could be balsam already working favorably on your spiri
tual wounds, softening the hardness of your heart. For you see, 
before you can drink of the crystal clear waters of his grace 
once again, you m~y have first to taste the waters of contrition. 
But even at that do not despair, but trust in your Lord and in the 
power of his might. Only learn that as the night will be followed 
by the day, and as the threatening and forbidding clouds of win
ter will give place to the refreshing air and the welcoming days 
of spring, so the night of your trials will be followed by the 
brilliant and everlasting day of your victory in him! 

Never has there been any other sinner who felt more keenly 
and sought more eagerly the divine grace than David did. His 
eyes lead him into a forbidden act. Just a glance was able to keep 
him thereafter in tears! A momentary joy followed by a haunting 
memory, filled with tears thereafter. Once he sinned and forever 
after he cried. We always sin, but never do we cry. 

Do you long for that beautiful relationship which you enjoyed 
with your Lord in the past? Do you feel the ground of your soul 
to have been parched from the absence of the blessed reign of 
God's love? Does your soul thirst after him who loved you and 
gave himself for you, but unfortunately sin has separated you 
from him and his holy presence? Then look to Jesus, the lover of 
your soul, who even in this very moment says to you: "But who
soe1Jer drinketh of the water that I shall gi11e him shall ne11er 
thirst· but the water that I shall gi11e him shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into e11erlasting life." (Jn. 4:14). But first, 
you too like David of old, must say from the depths of your 
heart, "I· ha11e sinned." 

Vor. lpirou 30, Tax. Terpsitheas, Ano Glyfada, Athens, Greece 
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WALK WITH THE MASTE~ 

Amazing Grace 
CLIFTON ROGY..RS 

Is your strong and abiding sense of gratitude for your salva
tion seated in one word-GRACE? I hope it is. You know how it 
was possible for you to be saved. It wasn't because you deserved 
to be; it wasn't because you were good enough to be. It was be
cause "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life" (John 3:16). Amazing grace-how sweet the sound! 
(As one good brother says, "Someone ought to write a song about 
that some day.") 

Saved by Grace 
Justified Freely. Read Romans 3:24-and weep tears of joy. 

Read it and shout songs of praise. Read it and let the lost know 
the sweet story. "Being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." This was from God's 
loving heart, not because of man's merit. He didn't deserve to be 
saved. He couldn't have shed enough tears to have cleansed him
self of one sin. There was 'no way he could have worked himself 
into the good graces of God. "While we were yet weak, in due 
season Christ died for the ungodly" (Rom. 6 :6); "God com
mendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin
ners, Christ died for us" (Verse 8). 

Truly, we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our 
God (1 Cor. 6:11). This was by the goodness of God. We are 
conscious not only of the fact that "the beginning point" of our 
salvation was the grace of God, but that his grace is the very 
heart of our salvation. Thus, every time we think of that sal
vation our minds dwell first and foremost upon that amazing 
grace. When we partake of the Lord's supper each Lord's day, we 
think or whisper or murmur, "I'm redeemed! I am part of those 
who have been cleansed by the precious blood of Jesus. Thank 
God. Thank Jesus. I'm saved!" 

By Grace, Not Works. Hear it: "By grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not of works, that no man should glory" (Eph. 2:8, 9). Before 
we ever begin the necessary reasoning with our neighbors and 
friends about "by grace through faith"-with the explanations 
about obedient faith (remembering that Abraham, who was 
justified by faith long before the giving of the law of Moses, Ro
mans 4:1-6, was "justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac 
his son upon the altar ... faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect; and the scripture was fufilled 
which saith, And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness," (James 2:21-23)-let us personally 
understand, fully understand that "God, being rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace have ye_ been saved") (Ephesians 2 :4). That is an im
perative not only to our sense of gratitude for our salvation but 
to our sense of security in our salvation. 

Now we will be far less mechanical about the "steps to salva
tion" or legalistic about the "formula to salvation"-faith, re-
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pentance, confession, baptism. Faith is not a saving power with
in itself-not a code word, not the first number of a combination 
lock. Faith has its power in relation to Jesus Christ, the one 
who came from God to live a sinless life among men and to die 
in punishment for the sins of all (so that God could be "just" in 
that sin is punished and "justifier" in that sinners can be saved, 
Romans 3:21-26). Repentance is not a magical word that can be 
equated with "saved." Sorrow for sin, and even a change of life 
morally, might have little, if any, relation to Christ. But the 
purposes and decisions of true repentance see a turning from a 
life of sin because of Christ, a turning over of the life to Christ, 
a coming to Christ (a coming to God through Christ) for 
cleansing, for the imputing of his righteousness. Confession is 
declaration of faith in Christ, admission of surrender to Christ, 
anticipation of acceptance by Christ. Baptism is a uniting in the 
likeness of Christ's death, a burial with him, a rising to walk in 
newness of life; it is a birth into his body, the church. How 
amazing, how marvellous that we could be born anew! How 
wonderful, how thrilling that we were born anew! 

Saved by Grace through Faith 
Saved-From Sin. Coming into Christ by the terms of the 

gospel, we are saved from the guilt of all our past sins (Mark 
16:16, 16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Titus 2:14). We are no longer in 
bondage to sin, the servants of sin (Rom. 6:16-18). Redeemed! 
Free! 

Saved-State of Salvation. In Christ, continuing forgiveness is 
ours-"If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin .... If any man sin, we have an Advo
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the 
whole world" (I John 1:7; 2:1, 2). In Christ all spiritual bless
ings are ours (Eph.1:3). We have been delivered from the power 
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son 
(Col. 1:13). We are not who we were: we are not whose we 
were; we are not what we were; we are not where we were. 
We are a people for his possession, zealous of good works (Titus 
2:14). . 

How wonderful, how excting to read and to know: "There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" 
(Rom. 8 :1); "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not reckon sin" (Romans 4:7, 8). Blessed! You and I! ! 

(Author's Note: There will be four or five more lessons, the 
Lord willing, to follow this first one on "Amazing Grace." What 
do the readings in Romans 4:1-8; 8:1 mean to you? Once Saved, 
Always Saved? Unconditional eternal life? Immediate forgive
ness of sin without penitential asking for forgiveness? It is my 
prayerful hope that the further studies will in no way detract 
from the richness and security of the salvation that we enjoy in 
Christ Jesus, but will rather deepen our understanding and en
rich our consolation). 
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Sermon Material 

The World • the Chur(h 
WALTER SWAIN 

Jesus indicated in his prayer to God, recorded in John chapter 
17, that the church was to be in the world, but not of the world. 
Later, he commanded the church to go into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to all mankind. The apostle Paul, writing to 
the church at Corinth, told them they did not have to leave this 
world to escape association with sinners, but that they were, 
rather, to keep the world out of the church. 

We have often preached and written about the church in the 
world, but it seems little is being heard today about the world in 
the church. Someone has said that there is no d-anger as long as
the ship is in the water, but when the water is in the ship, you 
are in trouble. From all indications, the church is in trouble 
today, not because it is in the world, but because the world is in 
it. 

Many of our congregations are finding more and more worldli
ness in both the membership and the leadership. We hear quite 
regularly of congregations troubled by marriage problems, di
vision, fornication, social drinking, .dope, divorce, illegitimate 
children, materialism, and many other signs of worldliness. Who 
in the church does not know of some elder, deacon, preacher, or 
member who has recently gone off the deep end into sin and 
worldliness? 

There is no denying that the world about us is itself getting 
worse and worse. Honesty, morality, integrity, and purity are not 
often seen anymore in our world. But this is no reason why the 
church should be going the same direction as the world. 

The point we need to stress and drive home today, is that the 
church is different from the world. As Christians we are some
thing special in this world. 

What the church is makes each of us who are in it different 
from the world, and special in the eyes of God and man. 

The Kingdom of God. (Col. 1:13). The church is God's king
dom on earth. We are subjects of the king of the universe. We are 
to follow his commands and to be subject to him in all things, not 
the Devil. This makes us different. 

The Body of Christ. (Col. 1:18). The church is the body of 
Christ spiritually. He is our head, and we are led by him. As part 
of the body we function only as we relate to him. Because of this, 
we are something special in the world. 

The House of God. (I Tim. 3 :15). The church is the household 
of God. In the Old Testament God's house, the temple, was holy. 
Today we are God's house. Our bodies are his dwelling place. 
Thus, we, too, are holy today. 

The Sanctified in Christ. (I Cor. 1 :2). The church is composed 
of special people-those sanctified in Christ. To be sanctified is 
to set set apart from the world for God's special use. This is 
what we are, and why every Christian is a saint. We are in the 
world for God's own special use. 

Three important scritpures show us how the church is to be 
different from the world. 

I Corinthians 5:9-13. Paul's instructions are clear. Get the 
worldly man out of the church! He reminds them that he told 
them not to associate with "a brother" who is worldly (vs. 9-11). 
The person in the world is not expected to do right. The person 
in the church is! Worldliness cannot be tolerated in the body of 
Christ, or it will soon spread to the whole church (I Corinthians 
5:6, 7). The church is different because it expects its members 
to speak, think, and act right. 

Romans 12:1, 2. Christians are not to be "Conformed to this 
world." But are, rather, to be shaped from within by God. Chris
tians simply cannot allow themselves to be like the world. We 
cannot conform to its ways, methods, or practices. There are 
things we cannot think about, talk about, or . do. We · are dif
ferent from the world, because it is not of God. 

I John 2:15-17. John's admonition is not to love the world, 
nor the things in the world. Everything in the world is not bad 
of itself. God said it was "good" when he finished making this 
creation. Obviously, Christians cannot indulge in any of the 
evil in ·this world. John speaks of this evil as the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. But neither can 
Christians love the good of the world above God and his ways. 
We cannot make '!things" our God. This is where we differ from 
the world. God must always come fitrst! Every thought, word, or 
act is based on this fact. This makes us different from the world. 

John declares, "For whosoever is begotten of God overcometh. 
the world .... " (I John 5:4). It is the goal of every Christian to 
overcome the world, and the things in the world. It is hard 
enough to fight the world itself, without having to fight the 
world in the church also. Let's keep the world out of the church. 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
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Should the Preacher Counsel? 

One trend t hat bothers me is the trend 
by some in t he church to wr ite a job 
description for the local preacher in such 
a way so as to require every preacher to 
do exact ly the same thing in every con
gregation, as though there were chapters 
and verses in the Bible on every detail of 
what the local preacher is supposed to do. 
I s there no leeway for interests, judgment, 
training, or special aptitudes that t he 
local preacher might have? Is the preacher 
supposed to preach from the pulpit and do 
no more? Is anything b~yond this un
ecriptural? 

Whether or not the local pre~cher should 
counsel depends upon several factors : 

It depends upon the person : his per
sonality, interests, t raining, and inclina
tions. Every preacher may not be able to 
approach local work in exactly the same 
way. We have different personalities, tal
ents, and interests. Some people cannot 
be very effective as counselors and should 
not emphasize counseling in their ministry. 
Such people may feel uncomfortable when 
counseling even though they can operate 
well in the classroom or from the pulpit. 

It depends upon the s it uation. Counsel
ing is more called for in some situations 
than in others. I n a small congregation, 
there may be very few opportunities for 
counseling. In a rural situation, people 
may not come for counseling as much as 
they do in an u rban setting. He can, how
ever, show in his sermons, in his classes, 
and in his interpersonal relations with 
people, that he is open to people and that 
he is willing to listen and try to be of 
help to them in working out their prob
lems. 

It depends upon the agreement he makes 
with the elders. Some have argued that 
elders are to do all of the counseling since 
the Bible says that they are to feed the 
flock. It seems to me that one could make 
the same argument against elders secur
ing preachers to help f eed the flock from 
the pulpit or in classrooms, or for elders 
employing various ministers to help them 
with different types of programs such as 
administration of the education program, 
shutting the mouths of the opposition, and 
taking care of various r espons ibilities with 
which God has charged them. It is im-
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practical to require elders to do all of 
the counseling. 

The minister should consider counseling 
because he has many opportunities to do 
so. Several years ago, a survey by a na
tional health organization revealed that 
forty-two percent of a ll the people who 
go to someone with problems, go f ir st to 
the minister. He has there, a great oppor
tunity to help people work through in
dividual as well as marital and family 
difficulties. Ii he does not believe that 
counseling is his responsibili ty, he will 
miss many opportunities to help people 
grow spiritually and reach their potential 
for Cht·ist. 

All problems cannot be solved from the 
pulpit and in the classrooms. There are 
times when people have specific problems 
that can best be dealt with in other set
tings. You can give specialized and in
dividualized help in a counseling situation 
that is e.ll:tremely powerful and not pos
sible sometimes in other settings. Mari tal 
and family problems and problems of self
esteem are good examples. 

E lders cannot do all of the counseling. 
Many of them acknowledge this. I think it 
has become a cop-out for many of us to 
say that counseling is the elders' responsi
bility. If the elders believe that they have 
time, that they have adequate training, 
and that they can make t hemselves avail
able and can take advflntage of all op
portunit ies to .do all of the counseling for 
the entire congregation, I wish them well. 
Elders cannot do what I am asked to do 
and what I have the opportunity to do. 

Your duties as a minister are much 
broader than just counseling. If as a min
ister you emphasize only counseling, you 
will de-emphasize some other ver y im
portant opportunities that you have. The 
preacher needs to preach, to teach, to 
evangelize, and to have fellowship with 
people in various ways. 

Counseling dees not mean being neutral. 
The Christian counselor must be true to 
Christian values. He will try to communi
cate God's message to the lives of people 
in counseling as well as in other aspects of 
his ministry. I n each situation, the min
ister is trying to understand the problems 
of people and to communicate God's mes
sage in such a way so as to help them 

deal with t hose problems and opportuni
ties. 

The study of human psychology is 
merely the study of human behavior: feel
ings, thinking, and actions. It does not 
make sense for Christians to be against a 
study of human behavior from the Chris
tian point of view. The answer to our 
problems comes from God and from prin
ciples that he has allowed us to discover, 
but we have to apply these answer s to the 
human situation. 

Emotional problems and spirit ual prob
lems often inter twine. It is sometimes very 
difficu lt to know where one ends and the 
other .begins. An adequate solution cannot 
come apart f rom God's forgiveness. Chris
tians are sometimes in the best position 
to help people with their problems. A 
minister is often in such a position. Elders 
are learning more and more about dealing 
with problems on an individual basis. I 
think this is a good sign. I encourage 
them to take advantage of workshops and 
other opportunities available to them for 
gaining additional eA.-pertise in counsel
ing. Let's be honest : most of us will not 
refer to a loved one to anyone for counsel
ing unless he is qualified to deal with 
their problem. 

Conclus ions 
We should be careful about laying down 

Jaws where God has not laid them down. 
Too many ministers are leaving the field 
now. Perhaps fewer would leave if we were 
mot·e f lexible about the local ministry and 
allow them to use their talents. If a per
son can counsel, write, debate, speak to 
civic clubs, edit papers, and do other 
wor thwhile activities in addition to the 
usual activities of almost every local 
preacher, this might very well enrich and 
extend his ministry and it is certainly not 
unscriptural. 

We should take advantage of the oppor
tunities we have. In our day, people have 
many problems and wish to go to someone 
for help. Counseling can be both benevolent 
and evangelistic. People often have been 
atracted to the church because their 
preacher was willing, accessible, and able 
to help them with some particular 
problem. 
Harding Graduate School, 1000 Cherry 
Rd., Memphis, 'l'n. 38117 
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Editor's Note: This is the first installment of a five article series 
~hat attempt~ to condense the Bible narrative, and to JIU t events 
m c!lronologJcal order. The reader will find these articles ex
c~edm.gly helpf!-11 in putting the Old Testament prophets in their 
h1s lonc places '':! the Jewish record. We would urge teachers and 
preachers especially to preserve this entire series. We fee l the 
work done here wili repeatedly prove useful. 

The Bible is one book. It is the story of huma n r edemption. 
God knew the choice that man would make in Eden. Conse
quently, the Bible speaks of Christ being "foreorda ined before 
the foundation of t he World" (I Peter 1 :20); the grace of God 
being given in Chris t Jesus "before the world began" (II Tim. 
1 :9); and God's plan of salvation as the "etemal purpose which 
he purposed in Christ J esus ou t· Lor d" (Eph. 3 : 11). Thus, prior 
to the creation of the world, the divine blueprint of human re
demption was already a reality. 

Immedialely following the entrance of sin into the world. God 
introduced his plan to r edeem man through the "seed of woman " 
an obvious reference to the virgin birth of Christ (Gen. 3:15). 
There could be no place more appropriate for the first ray of 
hope to be given than immediately following man's first sin and 
subsequent separation from God. Genesis 3:15 embraces the in
carnation, crucifixion and r esurr ection of Christ t ogether with 
Pentecost of Acts 2, wherein, through the proclamation of the 
gospel, man might benefit from what God has done t hrough the 
"seed of woman." 

F ollowing the destruction of the world with the flood, God 
began repopulating the earth through Noah's three sons Shem 
Ham and Japheth. Years later, God chose Abraham as the rna~ 
through whom he would produce the Messiah, the "seed of 
\voman." God chose Abraha m because he was a man of faith and 
obedience. Moreover, God made three promises to Abraham which 
form the background for the rest of the Bible. Those promises 
were: (1) "I will make of thee a great nation"-Gen. 12:2; (2) 
" I will give thy seed the la nd of Canaan"-Gen. 12:7; and (3) 
"In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed"-Gen. 
12:3. This third promise had reference to Christ, for Paul de
clared, "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made 
He sai th not, And to seeds as of many; but as of one, And to t h; 
seed, which is Christ" (Gal. 3: 16). 

While in Egypt, from a numerical standpoint, Abraham's 

A Condensed Story of the Bible (1) 
FRANK CHESSER 

descendants did indeed become a mighty nation. E xodus 1:7 con
tains f ive repetitious phrases, a ll stressing the great numerical 
g rowth of Is rael. Following the plagues upon Egypt , I srael de
parted and some two months later arr ived a t Mt. Sinai (Exo. 
19:1). The following year constituted a period of preparation as 
God prepared Israel to enjoy the fulfillment of the second 
promise made to Abraham. Beginning with Exodus 19, the ma
terial recorded in the remaining chapters of Exodus all of Le
viticus, a nd the first ten chapters of Numbers, w;s g iven to 
Is rael while they were encamped at Mt. Sinai. At the end of this 
preparatory period, Israel left Mt. Sinai and began their journey 
toward the land of Canaan (Num. 10 :11-13). H owevet· as a 
result of their faithlessness, I sr ael's entrance into Cana;n was 
delayed fot· forty years (Num. 13-14). During this time, Israel 
wandered in the wilderness until every male above twenty years 
of age that had been numbered for war perished. 

At the end of t his for ty year period, the aged Moses stood 
before n new nation, one t rained in obedience. During the wilder
ness wanderings, every trip to the silent city of the dead was a 
lesson in the trag ic results of disobedience. Once again, Israel 
finds itself on the border of the land of Canaan. One month 
prior to his death, in or.der to prepare Israel for their entra nce 
into the promised land, Moses labored to embed with in their 
consciousness the spirit of obedience. Thus, t he book of Deu
teronomy constitutes a sermonic exposit ion of the law. 

Following the death of Moses, the re ins of leadership fell in to 
t he hands of Joshua. J oshua led Israel over J ordan a nd into the 
land of Canaan. After the land had been taken and distributed 
among the various t ribes, Joshua reminded Is rael of God's com
plete fulfillment of his promise to Abraham relative to his seed 
inheriting the land of Canaan (Josh. 21:43-46) . 

F ollowing the death of Joshua, God ruled I srael for t he next 
three hundred years through men known as "judges." These 
j udges were individuals of unusual strength and courage called 
upon by God during periods of oppression in order to serve as 
deliverers of Israel. This period, from the death of J oshua to the 
inauguration of Saul as the first king of Is rael, was a t ime of 
general anarchy a nd confus ion. Twice the Biblical record states, 
" In those days there was no king in I s rael , but ever y man did 
that which was right in his own eyes" (Judges 17:6; 21:25) . 

Israel grew weary of God's rule through the judges and de
siring to mimic the nations about them demanded a king (I Sam. 
8). Respecting ma n's free moral agency, God allowed Israel to 
culminate their rebellious course, though not before warning 
them of the tragic consequences thereof (I Sam. 8 :6-18) . 

Wit h t he ascent of Saul to the throne of I srael, t he Biblical 
record ent ers into that period of J ewish history properly styled, 
" The Uni ted Kingdom." F or the next one hundred twenty years, 
I srael was governed by three kings, Saul, David and Solomon, 
each reigning for a period of fo1·ty year s. 

Upon the death of Solomon, his son, Rehboboam ascended to 
the throne of I st·ael. At t he very outset of h is reign, God di
vided the kingdom (II Kings 11:9-13; 12:25). This division con
stituted divine judgment upon Solomon and Is rael because of 
thei r apostasy and also served to isolate and preserve Judah, 
which was to produce the Messiah, from the corrupting influ
ences of the northern tribes (I Kings 11 :9-13; 29 :33). 

At this point, the divine record begins coverage of that per iod 
of J ewish history known as " The Divided Kingdom." For the 
next two hundred fifty years, two distinct nations existed among 
Abraham's descendants. Rehoboam was the first king of Judah, 
t he southern kingdom and J eroboam was the first king of lsraal, 
the nor thern kingdom. Ultimately, the southern kingdom came 

(Continued on page 11) 

7 [5511 



Mutual Submission 
"Submit to one another out of rever

ence for Christ." This statement in 
Ephesians 5 :21 is part of Paul's descrip
tion of the Spirit-filled Christian life. The 
principle of mutual submission governs 
the discussion of Christian relationships 
which continues through Ephesians 6:9. 
Although Paul has different instructions 
for wives, husbands, children, fathers, 
salves, and masters, all are to follow the 
apostle's instruction to submit themselves 
to one another. 

Being in submission to one another 
means that ip Christian relationships, each 
person seeks to put the other person ahead 
of himself. Paul explains it this way in 
Philippians 2:3-5: "Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than your
selves. Each of you should look not only 
to your own interests, but also to the inter
ests of others." Paul goes on to describe the 
example of Jesus, who, rather than trying 
to hold on to his own position, humbled 
himself, took the form of a servant and 
became obedient even to the point of death 
on a cross. 

The principle of submission is the prin
ciple of servanthood as demonstrated in 
Jesus' life and teachings. It was perhaps 
the most difficult lesson for the apostles to 
learn. They were interested, in power, con
trol, prestige, position, and authority. 
Jesus kept talking about being the slave of 
all and becoming like a little child, but 
his followers weren't listening. Are we 
listening today? 

Members or Disciples? 
Jesus charges us to live a disciplined 

life. His beginning call to us is centered 
around discipleship: ". . . If any man 
would come after me, let him deny himself, 
take us his cross, and follow me." This re
quires of us some careful consideration 
concerning even becoming disciples of his. 
We must first count the cost of disciple
ship: "for which of you, desiring to build 
a tower (become a Christian g.b.), does not 
first sit down and count the cost, whether 
he has enough to complete it?" It costs a 
lot to build a Christian life. It takes en
durance-we are to "be faithful unto 
death." It takes consistency-we should 
constantly "press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus." Discipleship requires 
faithfulness-faithfulness to Christ ("no 
man can serve two masters ... "), faithful
ness as members of Christ's church (to 
attend all worship services, to be active 
members of his church which is a family, 
kingdoJU, body, and army), faithfulness to 
Christ's Word ("If you love me, keep my 
commandments'~). 

The denial of rights is certainly a neces
Eary ingredient of discipleship. Jesus de
clares in Luke 14:33, "So therefore, who
ever of you does not renounce all that he 
has cannot be my disciple." We must get 
off the throne and put Christ on the 
throne. We must consider ourselves "dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus." 
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As an example, how many sermons and 
articles on husband-wife relationships in
clude Ephesians 5:21 as part of the in
struction? Most of them emphasize the 
wife's submission to the husband, but 
nothing is said about being in submission 
to one another. How many sermons point 
out the stress on mutual responsibility to 
fulfill each other's needs, a responsibility 
taught clearly in such passages as I Cor. 
7:1-16, Eph. 5, Col. 3:18-19? Are we teach
ing husbands as the head of the wife to 
take the lead in giving themselves for their 
wives, just as Christ loved his bride, the 
church, and gave himself up for her? Or, 
is our emphasis always on what the wife 
should do for her husband? 

Many preachers and teachers seem con
cerned to establish the husband's right to 
make decisions and to impose his will on 
his wife. Like the apostles, they want to 
settle the issues of power and control. 
Who is in charge here? Who calls the 
shots? The New Testament writers don't 
deal with such questions when they dis
cuss the marriage relationships. Nowhere 
is it taught that husbands must always 
make the final decision and wives must 
obey. Instead, the apostles speak of love, 
respect, consideration, submission, self
control, purity, and kindness on the part of 
both marriage partners. 

Perhaps we need to stop thinking of 
marriage in terms of conflict and disagree
ment, with one partner always imposing 
his will on the other. Must it always be 
the husband whose decisions stand, while 

GARY BODINE 

We must be ''cricified with Christ" so that 
he can truly reign as LORD of our lives. 

Are you a member of an institution or 
a disciple of Christ? We have many today 
who are just "playing church" or who are 
'"members of the church" just because it 
is the traditional thing to do. Many are not 
practicing in their lives what it takes to 
truly be a member of Christ's church
one of his disciples. 

It costs us quite a bit {persecution, sac
rifice, trials, hard work), but don't ever 
forget what it cost the Son of God-hu
miliation, mockery, the crown of thorns, 
the plucking of the beard, the scourging, 
the cruel crucifixion, being forsaken by 
God. ("By this we know love, that he laid 
down his life for us.") 

Certainly the cost of discipleship is sur
passed by the reward of discipleship. The 
abundant life Jesus promised us involves 
promises for the Christian in this earthly 
life and climaxes with Heaven in eternal 
life. Promises . . . freedom in Christ, for
giveness of sins, answered prayer, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, assurance of salvation, 
fellowship and love of the brethren, and 
many others .... Isn't this what you want? 

Let us all strive to be disciples of Jesus 
and live faithfully unto our death so that 
we might receive the "crown of life." 
Green Lawn Church of Christ, 5701 West 
19th St., Lubbock, TX 79407 

the wife never makes the final decision? 
Such was not the case with Abraham and 
Sarah, even though Sarah is commended 
as a wife who obeyed her husband. In 
Genesis 21, Sarah wanted Ishmael sent 
away from the household, while Abraham 
wanted him to stay. God said to Abraham, 
"Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, be
cause it is through Isaac that your off
spring will be reckoned." Apparently the 

(Continued on page 12) 

A Confused View of Fetal Life 
RUBEL SHELLY 

There is good scientific reason to argue 
for conception as the decisive time of 
humanization. When male and female 
chromosomes unite there is created a 
new DNA complex. In other words, it is at 
the instant of conception that the new 
entity receives the genetic code which is 
peculiar to a human being. It is not church 
dogma or uninformed tradition that sug
gests conception by human parents as the 
criterion of humanity but modern micro
biology. 

Furthermore, it seems that we take for 
granted the right to life of a human 
conceptus-except when debating the 
merits/demerits of abortion. Prenatal 
medicine allows the diagnosis of many 
fetal problems through such means as 
amniocentesis and ultrasound pictures. 
Blood transfusions have been given to 
fetuses, drugs have been administered to 
the unborn, and surgery has been per
formed inside the womb. Such actions on 
behalf of fetuses seem to assume their 
right to life. 

Thus it should shock a relatively de
sensitized public to learn of a first-of-its
kind-in-America procedure revealed last 
month in the New England Journal of 
Medicine. The puncturing of the heart of 
a defective five-month-old fetus, its instant 
death, and allowing that fetus to wither in 
a woman's womb-while she awaited de
livery of the .dead fetus' normal twin
should raise the ethical issues associated 
with abortion in a forceful way. 

If we rejoice in prenatal medicine which 
saves life, should we not deplore its use to 
destroy life? And if prenatal medicine is 
justified in destroying life with a human 
genetic code within the womb when that 
life is judged "defective," how can we 
continue to blame-even to prosecute in 
the courts-those doctors, spurned lovers, 
racists, and others who destroy what they 
consider "defective" life already outside 
the womb? 

If science is able to assure us that 
fetuses have a human genetic code, and if 
prenatal medicine accepts such fetuses as 
patients, it seems incredible that mothers 
and physicians can be permitted to treat 
those same fetuses as less than human. 

Sacrificing one human life to save an
other (i.e., abortion to save a woman's 
life) is one thing; sacrificing a human life 
at will (i.e., abortion to spare parental 
inconvenience) is quite something else 
again. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 
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Tips for Teachers 
L EONA RD MU L L ENS 
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Bro. Aus tin E mery, evan~elist for the church in Farmington, 
· ew l\lcxico, writes about evangelis m and the Bible School this 

time. Bro. Eme•·y does b.-ins;- up some interest ing questions to be 
cons ide red as t his wol"l< of cvan~clism and the Bible School is 
being Jl lanned and ma intained. Think about these things wit h 
Bro. E me•·y.-Lconard l\1 ullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 
76571 

Are We To Make the Bible School More 
Evangelistic? 

AUSTI N H. EMERY 

From time to time we are admonished to make our Bible school 
programs "more evangelistic" to reach more lost souls. Some 
debate this, ins isting rather that the classes are more intended 
to edify the Christians. Others claims that "all teaching" of the 
Bible is evangelism. Such discussions and viewpoints seldom re
sult in much improvement of anything and perhaps only add to 
our confusion. Many of us arc becoming increasingly convinced 
that there is more involved than a semantic diiference. 

EYangelism, as normally understood by most is the activity 
of reaching out to the lost with the good news of J esus Christ. 
Without trying to labor the point it is rather evident that most 
of us use the term this way. Thus when told that we need OUl" 

Bible classes to be "mot·c evangelistic" we interpret that to 
mean us ing the classes to reach the unsaved. Is this, indeed, our 
des ire? I s it a proper idea for our program of instruction in a 
cong regation? Do we need more evangelistic purposes in our 
Bible schools? Assuming for the moment that we reply in the 
affirmative, we have yet to determine what it is we need to do. 
This ar ticle is now being wl'itten to suggest six questions that 
need a nswers before we rush off to make changes that will re
sult in more evangelism in our Bible school program. These are 
not proposed as all-inclusive but as introductor y. 

1) By evangelism, .do we mean to use the class itself to teach 
the terms of the gospel to the non-Christian in our classes? Is it 
our intention to use each of our class periods to present only the 
bas ic truth needed for one to become a child of God? I s this 
what we mean by being evangelistic? 

2) By evangelism, do we mean that we will utilize our classes 
to teach those in the fam ily of God how to share truth with 
sinners? Do we intend to make our sessions studies of practical 
means by which to teach others? Do we want every one in out· 
classes to be continually studying t he " how" of teaching the good 
news to their friends and neighbors who are not yet in Chr ist? 

3) By evangelism, do we mean to instil l in each member of 
Christ's body the motiva tion to reach out to others? Do we in
tend our classes to be such as to inspire a child of God to desire 
being evangelistic? I s it our inten tion to teach of God's love, 
grace and forgiveness in such a manner as to prod uce soul
winners from among our class attendees? 

4) by evangelism, a re we including the necessary f ollow-up 
teaching of those who r espond to the gospel? I s our concept of 
evangelism inclusive of teachjng that is to follow conversion? 
Do we intend to motivate Christians to share truth with new 
brothers and sisters in Christ? H ow extensive and intens ive will 
be the instruction which we will label "evangelistic" in our 
classes ? 

5) By evangelism, do we envision increasing the numbers in 
our classes who are not in Christ's body now? Do we intend to 
"bring them in" to be taug ht God's truth? Is our aim an increase 
in attendance? Will we f eel success when we gain better at
tendance from a mong those already Christia ns? Will a statist i
cal increase in Bible class attendance to be the " evangelism" 
a t which we aim ? 

6) By evangelism, do we intend to utilize our classes and each 
one in them to be a part of developing, pla nning and carrying 
out an effective program of outreach in t he community we 
serve ? Do we intend to use the Bible class not to tea ch the lost 
per se but to devise effective means of so doing? 

These questions need consider ation. If we commit ourselves 
to using our Bible class programs for evangelism, we need some 
definite, specific ideas of just what we intend to do. Vagueness 
1·esults in nothing effective at this point . Once we determine our 
response to these questions we are ready to begin plans for 
evangelism in our Bible classes. 

There are at least f our areas a ffected by our r esponse to 
these queries. The four coming quickly to mind ar e: 

1) The setting of realistic, achieveable, specific goals. No 
meaningful goal (s) can be determined unt il purpose is clearly 
defined. 

2) The deter mina tion of methodology. The method I choose 
to use will be determined by my concept of being evangelistic in 
teaching a Bible class. 

3) Specific content of teaching. Obviously the content of les
sons must be shaped by which aspect of evangelism is being 
followed in the overall program. 

4) Measurements and/or evaluations. There will be no way to 
determine whether a Bible class is evangelistic until it is de
termined what our aim is to be. Thet·c is no valid way to declare 
our classes evangelistic or non-evangelistic without a means of 
measurement and evaluation. 

Bible classes arc effective. Much can be done to improve them 
continually. There is continual need for improvement. Yet before 
we leap to make changes we need to carefully consider why 
change is needed and whether it is needed. We all agree that the 
lost need saving m1d that the saved need feeding. Let's indeed 
pray to our God for wisdom (James 1:5) as we echo the idea of 
making our Bible school evangelist ic. 

Farming ton, New Mexico 
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PREACHER'S HETHEAT SCHEDULED 
lN Ol{LAHO~IA 

The 1Oth Annual Preacher's Retreat at 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp 5 miles 
north of Madill, Oklahoma will be Sep
tember 28-29. This year's program will 
feature Paul Rogers, Centerville, Ten
nessee; John Bannister, Ron Will ingham, 
Amarillo, Texas and Charles Hodge, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Topics to be covered are: "How to build 
up without tearing down"; "How to grow 
churches in smaller' communities"; "Keep
ing our perspectives, priorities and pur
poses"; "The well-balanced preacher . . . 
avoiding extr emes." Panel discussion on 
Preacher's personal concern: Mid-life 
crisis, finances, etc. 

F or· more information contact : Alan 
Bennett, Pettijohn Spring Christian Camp, 
Rt. 1, Box 420, Madill, OK 73446. Or call 
405-795-5015. 

Ron Goodman, Box 1331, Huntsville, 
Texas 77340: H is very gratifying to re
port to you that since our last cone
spondence several men have been baptized 
into Christ on the various Units of the 

TDC, as follows : Huntsville Unit, One; 
Ellis Unit, Four. 

In addition to these, brother Roger 
Craiker of Lovelady has baptized thirteen 

men at the Eastham Unit in r ecent weeks, 
and the Frankston brethren have baptized 
thirteen at the Coffield Unit near 
Palestine. 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fuvther 
information---con tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 
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Only for owtters of the 
Millennia! Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Millennia! Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennia! Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volwne of your set. 

776 pages. Only 819.95 (plus 82 .00 postage) 
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A CONDE SED STORY OF THE BIBLE ( 1) 

(Continued f rom page 7) 

to include t he tr ibes of J udah, Benjamin, Simeon and Levi, with 
representatives from all the other t r ibes as well (Gen. 49:5-7; I 
Kings 12:23; II Chron. ll:13-17. 

All of the tribes were th us r epr esented in Judah, nullifying 
the concept of "ten lost t r ibes." T herefore, Paul could speak in 
his day of the "twelve tribes instantly serving God day and 
night" (Acts 26 :7). The remaining tribes made up t he northern 
kingdom and occupied t he northern area of Palestine. Each king
dom had nineteen kings with one additional ru ler in J udah 
Athaliah, who usurped the throne and ruled for s ix years (Ij 
Kings 11) . The southern kingdom enjoyed several righteous 
kings, however, the northern kingdom was devoid of a s ingle 
pious r uler. In r ecu rring f a sh ion, as the kings of Is rael ascended 
the throne, the sacred text s tates, "And he d id evil in the s ight 
of the Lord." 

As the f irst k ing of I s rael, Jereboam was fearful of the 
northern tribes returning to J erusalem to worship. Consequently, 
he made four changes in God's pattern of worship. Those 
changes were : (1) the object of worship from God t.o calves of 

gold; (2) the place of worship from J erusalem to Dan and 
Bethel; (3) the access of worship, the priesthood, from the tribe 
of Levi to various other tribes ; and ( 4) the time of worship f r om 
the seventh month for the Feast of Tabernacles to the eighth 
month (I Kings 12:25-33) . 

As a result of J ereboam's action, the Levites, along with all 
t he faithful among the norther n t ribes, left I sr ael and resorted 
to J udah, thus leaving I srael void of spiri tua l leadershi p and in
fluence (II Chron. 11 :13-17) . Therefore, t hese changes com
pletely undermined the spirituality of the northern kingdom and 
ultimately served as the destroye1· of the nation of I srael. T he 
record declares that "Jereboam drove Israel from following the 
Lord and made them sin a great sin" ( II Kings 17 :21). Israel's 
oppressed and broken state is attributed to her walking after 
"the commandment," which, in a ll probability, is a reference to 
J ereboam's p resumptuous action (Hosea 5 : 11). 

With r egard to the n ineteen kings, the record stat es with few 
exceptions, "He departed not form all the sins of J ereboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin." Ahijah the prophet de
clared that I srael's captivity was "because of the s ins of 
J ereboam, who did s in a nd who made Israel to sin" (I Kings 

Rt. 5, Whiteoak Rd., Thomson, Ga. 30824 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
;n the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
•es nt.• accepted. 

r--~·--~~·~~~·-·---~------~·-·------·~~~.~~-··--~~·-----·----, 

~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
\ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville , TN. 37204 ~ 
~ O ver .'JOO Stock Plans R eady to Meet Your Needs \ 

L~--- (615 ) 383-2313 ~ _________ _. _____ _.. _ _. ______ _..~.._....-_.._..._~--
~ Ut~e, 

Churches are securing funds 1\ to build! 
... Huntsville, Ala. 
... Alamogordo, NM 
... Indianapolis, .lnd. 
... Amarillo, Texas 
... Garden Grove, CA 

$1,400,000 
215,000 
700,000 

3,000,000 
125,000 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS 
WILL TELL YOU HOW! Affiliated Managers, Inc. 

5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

F 

We"re planning lo build and need funds. Please 
lell us how I hose churches secured £undslo build. 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Name o£ congrcgalion 

Address 

Ci ly SIUie Zip 

lndividual"s Name/ Funclion in congrega lion 

Telephone --- ---- -----

(Clip and Ma il - U.S.A. only) 
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MUTUAL SUBMISSION 
(Continued from page 8) 

Lord was not aware of the supposedly 
Biblical principle that the husband's de
cision must always stand! 

Who is in charge? Who makes the de
cisions? Perhaps such questions would not 
seem so important if we could learn to sub
mit to one another for the Lord's sake. 
2473 Church, Abilene, TX 79601 

National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone(615)254~ 
STEEPLES 

~ l BAPTISTRIES 

emplqyees 
Of: 

cboR.cbes a,: CbR.fst 
fnsoR.ance gR.oop 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT . . . . . • $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the' first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . • • . . • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • • . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . . . . .. . • . • • .. . • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE . • • . • • .. . • • . . . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) ...... $104.50 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly . . . . . . . $44.38 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLlMENT FE£ 
(One Time Only) .. .. • • .. • .. . $25.00 

Writ!! or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT~AUGUST 31, 1981-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits 11What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICA liONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

For Less Than ° 1 vea~-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City I State/Zip 

Signature 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR--- giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships . 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $1 1.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $ 1.00 for delivery and hondling on all orders under $ 10.00. Ovor $ 10.00 
add 10'}'0 • Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN , TEXAS 78767 
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ACU TO OFFER MASTER'S DEGREE 

I N BIBLE J).T WICHITA FALLS 

Abilene Ch1·istian University will begin 
offering graduate work in Bible in Wichita 
Falls leading to the Master's degree in 
Biblical and Related Studies, according 
to an announcement by Dr. B. J. Humble, 
Head of t he ACU Bible Department. 

The new progra m will require 36 se
mester hours of g raduate work and will 
include courses in New Testament, Old 

Testament, marriage counseling, religious 
education, and other areas. 

The new Master's program is designed 
primarily for the professional growth and 
development of preachers, ed ucation min
isters, and youth ministers. However, en
r ollment is not restricted to full-lime 
church workers. 

Anyone who wants additional informa
t ion should wri te Dr. B. J. Humble, ACU 
Station, Box 7768, Abilene, Texas 79799, 
or call him at 915-677-1911, E >..1:ension 
2317. 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST -
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 
For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Recordex 145 
No. 145 
ne~ular $589. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $4~0.00 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 345 
ltegula r S I. 795. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $ 1.1 95 

Recordex 345 
~- ·· ··· ··· · ·· ··· ·· · ···· ··· · ······ · ····· · ·········· · · · ··············· · ······· · ··········· ··· ·· ·· 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 
__ 60 minutes, lo w noise, .49 pe.r cassette (100 minimum) 

90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
_ _ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) 

• Mail to: Christian Book House 
J .P. Keny, 3 24 West Park Avenu e 
Greenheld. IN 46140 · 317· 462·3648 

O Check OMoney Order 
card" 

, OVisa OMas1ercard exp. date 

----

Name 

Address 

FRFF C S Zl I Prior Payment Required Free Postage LAn.,;1:s 11Y· tate. P FF ._.-.-. -.-.- .-.- .- .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a Jis t o C new subscrlp· 
li o ns to the Firm Fou.ndntlon , please be 
'ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
n.fl cr th e city a nd state. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send /or Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply cf 
fresh, pure, unleavened breod for c om
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton ond three of these cartons to 
the large carton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every c ongrega
tion should ha ve on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage ond handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuom enrollment with 

two plam to cboose /rom 
GROUP LIFE AV AILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Healtb Rates guaranteed until 
May of I 982 with no increase 

/1·om las/ year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Pions onlJ' offered to workers 11mong 
Clmrcbes of Cbrisl Foreign W' orkers 
and students in/raining for full time 

work covered a/ slime rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage gootl <mywhere 

··························~············ ························· ························· : Sunday through W e dn esday Congre gational • • 
: .. SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" ! 
: (59 1 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast- 11,000 participating song directors.) : 
: Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually : 

: sH urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOR'l' HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO M=8 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for D.::.ea::.f:..:•:...._ __ --=--=-

OKINAWA, .JA.PA.N. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders, Church of Christ, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: 30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9: 30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM. N • .r., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NOHORA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMo.han or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

P1enannton, CnUfornlll 941S06 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSffiP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
06746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST. 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A.ve., 
U.S. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mnrt. Office 4'7'7· 
s2n. Bobby Wnde, Min. 4'10-4030. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Volley Church of 
Ohrlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
VUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX 75423, (214) 568-4642. 

"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texo.s 78586." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.l\1, We<l. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community of 25,000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for growing personnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs in 
bussing, visitation personnel work, radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
838 Williams. Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
(402) 463-1464 (402) 462-8469. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Chilrlr~>n's Home is currently hiring child 
rnre 11taff. (Christinn rouples.) Good pny und bene
fits. If interested. rontnrt Steve Ber~rman, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED AT MEDINA 
CHILDREN'S HOME 

Perhaps you are considering full-time work for the 
Lord I Medina Home is accepting applications and 
interviews for houseparents, christians who are 
interested in the rearing of boys and girls in a 
christian way.· Men should possess skills in mainte
nance or interests in agricultural areas. Campus 
beautifications and related works. If there are those 
in Your congregation who desire this work. Please 
ask them to contact Dempsey Simpson at 512-589-
7725 (day) or 512-589-2236 (nights and weekends), 
or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas, 78055. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Sho.wnce, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on rassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Chur1~h of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, locatec-1 twar the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
Jlackage. MembershitJ over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 lJeople. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
GOSPEL PREACHER NEEDED: in Madison, South 
Dakota, a town of approx. 10,000. Sound, good 
personal worker, must furnish your own support. 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 512, 
Madison, S.D. 57042, or call (605) 256-6876. 
Lord's Day preaching appointments wo.nted. FW I 
Dallas area. Fletcher Cauthen, P.O. Box 737, Lan
caster, TX 75146. AC 214/224-2800. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Hollywood 

GOO North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday worship 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

l:fh miles south of Hollywood o.nd Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

"Limited number of theater seats at a price you 
can't turn down l Contact Georgetown Church of 
Christ, Box 82, Georgetown, TX 78626 or call 
512/863-3071 or 863-3033." 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Ji'ields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwln· 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis. Minnesota. 
PREACHER NEE::;D~E=D~: :.:.:;;Fu:--:-:ll--o-ti=-m-e-t=-or--sm-a-==u-c-on-
gregation of approximately 60 members. Spiritual 
maturity and experience desired, Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 
PRE;:;P:-;-U;-;B::-;L;""I;;-;C:;-A~T=IO~N:::--:S;:;-A-:-=-L-;:E:-:--:M:-=-em-p-;-h-;-is-S=c-;h-o-o-;-l--:of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the First Fifteen 
Years,'' Volume I is currently being prepared for a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of thi!\ limited edi
tion ean be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover. to: The Kingdom Press, 
P.O. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 

"A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us.'' is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing congregation of 
14 familif!S (22 adult members). We urgently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify as an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we ran get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. C/0 DON 
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON
SIN 54966. Thank you. 

CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ. 111 Roosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones-(919) 
347-1122 or 347-1805. 

Gospel Preacher available. 48 years old. 23 years 
eXpl.'rience. Con tart: Darol Ad:v. 451 No. Liberty, 
A)lt. 10, noise. Idnho R3i04. (20fn 37G-R064. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME F.V ANGELIST. HOUSF. PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 

DO YOU have nny of the following equh1ment, but 
are not using it? Plense consider letting us llUt it to 
work for the Lord in the NW Kansas mission field. 
We need: paper folder, collator, large paper cutter, 
large booklet staJJler, multiple hole punch, plate 
making e(ruipment for offset press. This is a real 
need. Church of Christ, 1100 Centennial, Hnys, KS 
67601 or 913-628-3467. 

For Sale: Greyhound Diesel Bus, extra Clean 1953 
Model 4108, 39 Passenger, n/c, p/s, New tires, 
Intercom, P.A. Sound system. Do not be scared by 
the age of this bus. It is in excellent condition and 
suitable for trip anywhere right now. Call Kendall 
Hender11on (512) 836-1721 or write 1604 Howard 
Ln, Round Rock, TX 78664. 

GOSPEL PREACHER on social security looking for 
em11loyment in Arizona. Write John M. Burnett, 
1400 N. Cameron, Ajo, Arizona 85321. 

Jack Gray, 2701 West Berry, I•'ort Worth, Texas 
76109. In an effort to promote better Gospel meetings 
we have JlUt together a packet of advertising sam
ples and other promotional materials which have 
been used effectively through the years. The11e ma
terials will be furnished free as long as the SUllPly 
lasts. We ask only that they be used for God's glory; 
and for the saving of souls. 

YOUTH 1\Ul'•JSTER needed. Should be able to work 
with all ages of youth, with emJJhasis on middle 
school and high school. A very challenging work. 
Send resume, including references nnd salary history 
to Northwest Church of Christ, 2929 WNW Loo}J 
:!23, Tyler, TX. 75702, ATTN: Ben Starr or Jim 
McCoy. 

WELCOME TO WASHINGTON and to Washing
ton's state ca!Jitnl. Church of Christ of Olympia, 
3132 Boulevard Road. Call (206) 357-8304. Mike 
Sanders (Minister). 

--------·--------------
PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Graduate of Per-
sonal Evangelism School is seeking position with 
church in mid-west. Other areas considered. Married 
with two children. Available now. References sup
Jllied upon re<1uest. lm1uire to Jim Dexter at 901/ 
324-8831 or 901/324-0120 or write P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, TN 38122. 

The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need of a sound Preacher 38 to 55 years of age. 
For congregntion of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 
OJ>en, Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO 594, GROOM, TEXAS, 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 

PREACHER and support needed: Group of Chris
tians meeting in Delavan, Wisconsin since October, 
1980. Only church of Christ in county. 25 in at
tendance. Many willing to work hard. People in area 
are receptive. If you can help in any way, please 
call Jilm Coehoorn 608-676-4632 or write Delavan 
Church of Christ, Box 33, Delavan, Wisconsin 
53115. 

URGENT NEED: Old used communion trays no 
matter how bad a condition are urgently needed for 
so many of the hundreds of churches of our Lord 
in GUATEMALA. Please send them to: E. Joe Lee, 
Western Hills church of Christ, P.O. Box 3764, 
Temple, Texas 76501. We will take them back to 
Guatemala after our vacation in September. Thank 
you a million on behnlf of your Guo.temalan 
brethren. 

"Natalia Church of Christ is looking for a full
time minister. Three bedroom house with two baths 
furnished. Part of utilities furnished. Congregation 
of approximately SO with a good salary. Contact 
Natalia Church of Christ, Box 509, Natalia, TX 
78059." 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Greo.t income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable.'' 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texo.s 79604. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
trle. to screen advertl•lnJ;, nud will nof 
kDowlngl)" toke questionable advertising. 
But lt Is the render's reaponalblllt)" to ID• 
vestlgnte. Like nuy other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwlttlngl7 run an unworth7 nd. 
A.Ja the old sn7lng goes. before 70n Invest, 
lnvestl~r;atel 

Caltfornl~ 
Chu'tch M~rg~tS 
and lnc.otpot11tlons 

81ron D .. Gro~~s, Attom~ 
601 N. Pa..,..kankr, Sa.ttta. Atu1. 

Cati.fomla. 9ZfO~ 
(714)549· 5369 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books-saving time in selec.tillg 
your favorite scriptures - -

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 $189.50 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 $ 69.50 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 $159.95 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 $ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in English (KJV) at $3.95 each 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• Spanish, Reina·Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 $49.95 

• SPANISH 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number 

Add Postage and Handling 

SHIP TO: 

Price 

Total$ ___ _ 

Name'---------------------

Add res."-------------------

Clty _ _______ statc·-----LiP·----
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Serving With Joy 

Elders should attempt to function in such a way that 
they can do it with joy and not with apprehension. 
Many elders are forced to live with the consequence of 
their lack of concern for the feelings and desires of the 
members of the congregation. By failing to listen they 
sometimes doom themselves to a high turnover in the 
congregation and the halfhearted r esponse of a less 
than enthusiastic flock. 

Elders who make a serious effort to understand the 
congregation become better motivated themselves be
cause they come closer to fulf illing their own needs 
in the process. Inspiration is a two way street. The 
members inspire the elders and the elders inspire the 
members when each is open to the other. The motiva
tion that comes from a healthy relationship beween the 
elders and the congregation gives rise to a working 
church, which results in a growing chm·ch. In most non
growth situations may well look o the leadership for 
the reason why. 

All that a congregation does, and all that it is willing 
to endure, is determined in the end by the healthiness 
of the relationship between it and its elders. A happy 
congregation is a working, growing congregation. And 
a congregation can be happy only if the relationship 
between it and its leadership is a happy relationship. 
An elder's own happiness always depends upon how the 
congregation feels. The successful elders are those who 
pay the most attention to the people who follow them. 
If one really cares about what happens to the church 
he will not spend his time in a closeted situation making 
decisions by himself. 

Many elders are not happy in their work. They had 
rather resign than anything else. Much of this unhap
piness can be traced to the fact that they do not feel 
the importance of what the church is doing and put 
little value upon what the church thinks about it. They 
consider themselves as doing a useless work, and their 
task as a thankless task. If you feel you are doing some
thing entirely useless, t here surely isn't much inspira
tion to improve one's ability to do the job better. 

Whether a local congregation grows or not depends 
finally upon the simple principle of human understand
ing and interpersonal relationships-especially between 
the congregation and its elders. Any group of elders 
t hat withdraws itself from t he congregation and in 
secret makes decisions to be handed down is going to 
doom the congregation to failure. 

It is only when a group of elders can inspire a con
gregation to go as far as it can, and do everything that 
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it is capable of doing, that leadership in the church is 
doing what God intended that leadership should do. The 
highest of hopes, dreams and aspirations are reached 
by faith inspired action rather than slave like obedience 
to a set of rules. Good leadership gives the congregation 
opportunity to show what it can do. Leadership was 
never designed to clamp down and put limits on the 
work of a congregation. Good leadership gives the con
gregation room to expand and grow. Even if the church 
falls flat on its face in its efforts that would be better 
than never to have been encouraged by its leadership 
to try. 

Elders serve with joy only when they produce joy 
among working, faithful Christians. The ability and tal
ent of every member of the body must be recognized 
and rewarded to the extent that it is possible within the 
congregation. Each one must be made to feel that they 
are wanted in the congregation. This is best done by 
making each member see how his efforts contribute to 
the strength and life of the congregation. 

The bottom line is that elders must treat people with 
respect and be considerate of t heir feelings and desires. 
This does not at all suggest that each should be allowed 
to "do his own thing." But it does mean that elders 
must remain sensitive to the needs and desires of those 
over whom they exercise the oversight. It means giving 
them a chance to show what they can do, even though it 
may not· fit exactly with leadership's thinking. If it 
isn't unscriptm·al it might just be a breakthrough. Real 
church leaders help and encourage t hose who follow to 
realize their full potential. 

We have preached the "authority" of elders so long 
we are developing a dictatorial syndrome that is as un
healthy as it is dangerous. It is sh·aining the bonds of 
friendship in numerous places between elders and the 
congregation, and isolating elders to a quarantine on 
the Captain's bridge. It is only when elders will go out 
of their way to do things for the congregation that the 
congregation will go out of its way to do things for the 
elders. 

The elders who are most concerned about the flock 
are the ones who get the most out of the flock in the 
way of fellowship. "If any among you would be great, 
let him be servant of all." 
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ELMER PROUT 

"There's nothing in a name." Try that out on a child. If his 
name is 'John' you can count on a quick correction if you call 
him 'Bill.' Test it on yourself. Would you rather have people 
remember your name or forget it? There IS something in a name 
and this is especially true in regard to the names God gives. 

The God of the Bible does give names to his people. "Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine .•. bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth; every one who is called by my name; whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and made" (lsa. 43:1, 
6, 7). 

The names God gives declare his direct involvement in the lives 
of his people. Abram's name was changed to Abraham because 
God continued to work in his life. Jacob's new name, Israel, was a 
sign of a new grasp of God and life. When the Hebrews left 
Egypt as a nation of slaves the Lord gave them a name to sig
nify their freedom: "I will give you a name-my name, you will 
be called the nation of God." 

Of all the names that God has given none surpasses that given 
to the son of Mary. "Mary •.• will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name _Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins . • • and they will call him Immanuel-which means 'God 
with us'" (Matt. 1:21, 23). 

As the Bible puts it, God is both serious and joyful in the 
names he gives. If we do not see this joy it may be because we 
have missed the seriousness. "You shall be called by a new 
name which the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown 
of beauty in the hand of the Lord" (lsa. 62:2). 

The giving of a name and the sealing of God's covenant go 
hand in hand. The covenant, and the names which are one sign 
of it, means that God has moved into the lives of his people to 
make or to renew the divine pledge. When God renewed the 
covenant with faithful Abraham, the name which means 'father 
of multitudes' was given. 

If we had been able to ask Abraham 'how do you know that 
you are to be the father of multitudes and the channel of bless
ing to all nations?' there would have been one answer: "God told 
me and gave me a new name to bear witness to his promise." 
That settled it-Abraham took God's name for it! "The Lord 
himself will establish you as a people holy to himself .•. And all 
the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the 
name of the Lord" (Deut. 28:9, 10). 

The names God gives are gifts which remind people of 
God's giving. None of the names that God gave were signs of 
human accomplishment. In many cases they were given in the 
face of doubt. The names were not given because the people 
had an inherent right to them-they were given because God 

willed to do it. The right to be called 'Abraham' did not come as a 
result of Abram's demand-it was the ·divine gift. This aspect of 
the relationship with God is emphasized in God's word to Israel 
"It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the Lord set his love upon you and chose you ..• " 

The names God gives are not weapons for self-defense nor a 
means of self-glorification. They are God's statements about his 
children. In the names he gives God tells who his children are, 
what character they should have, and what part they are to play 
in his kingdom. 

This should help us realize the importance of the names given 
to the church in the New Testament. Consider a few passages: 
"the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ ... the· churches of Galatia ..• the church of God 
which is at Corinth ... the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven •.. the churches of Christ 
greet you." 

Those verses, along with others which could be mentioned, 
show, in the first place, the divine right of possession. The 
church does not belong to itself nor to its members. It is neither 
a human toy nor a tool for human convenience. The church be
longs to God through Christ and is for his glory. The church is a 
body of people who have experienced the divine work of renewal 
so it is "· .. of the firstborn."' The church has a key of its 
existence, submission to. the Lord's will-it lives, in other words, 
"in God." 

Only the names which God gives can produce unity among 
the people of God. Human names and name giving result in the 
division of God's family. From first century Corinth until today, 
believers have huddled self-righteously behind church house walls 
which are decorated with names which isolate them from one 
another. No human name is large enough or flexible enough or 
inclusive enough to include all of God's people. Names which 
men give represent a bit of truth torn off to fonn a private ban
ner for a sectarian camp. Only God can select the names large 
enough to call people into unity. 

In Corinth the human naming processing cut and divided the 
body of Christ. Human names are so small, so sharp and di
visive. Instead of the new life and new names God had given, 
the Corinthians slipped back into the narrow confines of worldly 
thinking: "I belong to Paul • • . I belong to Apollos • • . Cephas." 

God gives names which are alive with his power. Creative in 
the same sense that his word was when he called the world _into 
being. God calls us into new creation and gives us the names 
that go with the newness of life. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Way of the Cross 
0 . H. TABOR 

Millions of hearts have rejoiced in the words of the beautiful 
song which tells of the Way Of The Cross. "I must needs go home 
by the way of the cross: There is no other way but this; I shall 
ne'er get sight of the Gates of Light if the way of the cross I 
miss. The way of the cross leads home. It is sweet to know, as I 
onward go, the way of the cross leads home." Isaiah, from his 
vantage point, saw this new day when the new way would be 
opened up for peoples of earth. He said, "And a highway shall 
be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not pass over it, and fools shall not err therein. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not 
be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with sing
ing: everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they sha ll obtain 
joy and g ladness, and sorrow and sighing, shall flee away" (Isa. 
35 :8-10). 

From the above Scripture and many others, we see than in the 
fulness of time, God planned to "Gather together in one all 
things in Christ," the Redeemer (Eph. 1:10). " But when the ful
ness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. 4 :4-5) . 

The eternal Son became 'the incarnate Son that he might lay 
down his life as the crucified Son and risen Lord. The incarna
tion was not the end but a means to the end. Death was 
the goal of incarnation. The incarnation brought God to 
man but it could not bring man to God. Jesus took a body 
in incar nation that he might lay it down in crucifixion. The 
Hebrew writer said, "Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he saith, sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 
but a body bast thou prepared me" (Heb. 10:5) . We are thus 
"sanctified though the offering of the body of Christ once for 
all" (Heb. 10:10). Modern day scholars have doubted that J esus 
knew what his mission r eally was, but Christ not only came into 
the world to die but he knew that he came for that purpose. So 
many times he mentioned, "his hour he anticipated "an hour." 
Three times in J ohn seven, he said "My time (hour) is not yet 
come (John 7:6, 8, 30) . 

From the prophet we see that the way of the cross is the way 
of redemption. He said, "The redeemed shall walk there" Vs. 9. 
By redemption people become Christ's own and h e refers to them 
as his own with h eart t enderness. He bought men with his own 
blood which he shed on the cross. A little boy made a sailboat. He 
worked hard and long and when it was finished he took i t to 
the water. The very first time he sailed it it drifted out of his 
r each and he lost it. Later he saw it in a window, where it was 
displayed, for sale. The dealer would not believe the boy's story 
and demanded two dollars for the boat. The boy ran home, got 
the money and bought the boat. With it safely under his arm he 
could be heard to say, "You are mine, I made you, I bought you." 
We are creatures of God, he made us, we drifted away and be
came lost. He bought us and we now hear him say, "You are 
mine. I bought you with my blood (Acts 20:28). 

The prophet said of the way, "It shall be the way of holiness" 
vs. 8. His people are to serve him in holiness, Luke 1:75. They 
are to yield their members as instruments of holiness, Romans 
6:13. The new man is created in holiness, Eph. 4:24. We are 
to follow holiness and without it we cannot see God, Reb. 12:7. 

The prophet saw the way as the "Way of joy." They shall ob
tain gladness, vs. 10. Songs may often indicate a happy state of 
mind and soul. He perhaps had in mind songs that come out of 
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happy hearts. Paul and Silas experienced such joy and their 
song in the midnight hour evidenced such joy. We often sing 
songs in the night which arc born of faith in Jesus Christ. 

The prophet speaks of the "way of safety," vs. 9. "No lion 
shall be there." God makes his way a safe way, safe for all his 
dear children. The prophet sees the way of holiness, the way of 
progress for he said "The redeemed shall walk there," vs. 9. In 
the walk with Jesus thet·e must be a definite beginning place and 
the walk continue all the way. One begins the walk with J esus 
by dying to s in a nd by being baptized into Christ. It is baptism 
that is required as signifying and emboding entrance into the 
eschatological reality of the Resurrection. One has said, "To be 
baptized means to be inserted into the crucified, risen and 
exalted Christ." 

This is what Paul said, "Do you know all of u s who have been 
baptized into Jesus Chris t was baptized into his death?" (Rom. 
6:3). "We were bmied therefore w ith him by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the g lory of the 
F ather, we too might walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6 :4). "You 
were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him" (Col. 2 :12). To baptized believel'S the way is always 
onward and upward toward perfection. God's people move on 
with dynamic faith, p rogressive walk and hope of the resur
rection. 

The prophet pictures the new way of holiness as a way of ser
vice. "He shall be like a tree ... fruitful in his season." God's 
people are the servants who are sent out to bless the world. 
J esus Cht-ist, the Master, came not to be ministered unto but to 
minister. He said, the greatest among you shall be servants of all. 
It is easy to .demand service from others and to expect the world 
to bend to our wishes, but his people are here to help others. 

Aristides, a non-Christian, described the Christians to the 
Roman emperor Hadrian in this way. "They love one another. 
They never f~il to help widows: they save orphans from those 
who would hurt them. If they have something they give freely 
to the man who has nothing; if they see a stranger, they take 
him home, and are happy, as though he were a real brother. They 
didn't consider themselves brothel'S in the usual sense, but 
brothers instead through the Spirit of God." 

These people were fruitful for they bore the "fruit of the 
Spirit," Jove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance. 

The way of the cross that Isaiah spoke about is a "new and 
living way" (Heb. 10 :20). It began with newness of life in 
Christ and every step is a new experience. God's people wear a 
new name and their attitude toward their fellows is something 
unheard of before J esus came. I t is new because it is a way of 
peace in a troubled world where wars and strife are bleeding 
the masses to raise more f unds for death weapons while people, 
all over the world are starving. It is a way of unity in a world 
where brotherhood i s not known. It is a way of oneness in a world 
where division and strife breaks the human race apart. It is a 
way of true brotherhood wh ere no one seems to understand that 
we are our brother's keeper. God's people are .different in that 
they have one heart and one way (Jer. 32 :39). 

The new way, the way of the cross, is the way home to 
victory and everlasting rest. All blessings are now in Jesus and 
he will bring us up to enjoy eternal blessings. Through the ages 
we shall sing, "Victory in Jesus." E. M. Bartlett wrote, "I 
heard an old old story, how the Saviour came from glory; How he 
gave his life on Calvary to save a wretch like me; I heard about 
his groaning, of his precious blood's atoning, then I repented of 
my sins and won the victory. 0 Victory in J esus, My Savior for 
ever, be sought me and bought me with his redeeming blood. 
He loved roe ere I knew him, and all my love is due him. He 
plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood." 

"Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch 
like me! I once was lost, but now I'm found, was blind, but now 
I see." 
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The Preacher once asked, "What does 
man gain by all the toil at which he toils 
under the sun?" (Eccl. 1 :3). It's a fair 
enough question. Do you know the answer 
-the right answer? 

No doubt you remember the Disney 
movie "Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs." Especially memorable is the 
scene where the seven little fellows 
shoulder picks and shovels and skip hap
pily down the road on their way to work, 
all the while singing: 

Whistle while you work, 
whistle while you work. 

Put on that grin and start 
right in, 

To whistle while you work! 
What does a man gain by toil? Those 

little guys would say-joy, fulfillment, 
maybe even pleasure. Unfortunately that 
attitude toward work may only be alive 
and well today in the movies. Walt Disney 
movies at that! 

In the real world today there is a tre
mendously different attitude about work. 
There is a great deal of disgruntledness 
with one's job or with the circumstances 
of that job. That malcontent is evidenced 
by the numerous strikes and labor dis
putes which take place almost daily. One 
controversy is barely settled and gone be
fore another arises. 

All of that is hard to understand in an 
age which has done so much to improve 
the working conditions of the average em
ployee, as well as the financial compensa
tion he receives for the work he does. 
Perhaps it is the nature of the human 
never to be satisfied, always wanting 
more. If that's true, then the discontent is 
a permanent liability. 

There is, however, a greater likelihood 
that the root problem (though it still lies 
within man) has nothing to do with man's 
insatiable desire for more, but instead has 
to do with a gross misconception about the 
purpose /01' which man wfYI'kB. What role 
does work, the job, play in the human 
drama? Does a man work to live, or live to 
work, or is there yet another option? 

There is a prevalent belief today that 
work is simply a necessary evil. It serves 
only to provide money for the enjoyable or 
necessary things of life. Often, when we 
take that view of our work, life becomes 
an insane quest for more. We work not for 
any pleasure or sense of fulfillment it 
might bring us, but only so that we might 
accumulate more . . • or be able to. 

We sometimes hide that crass approach 
to life in such empty platitudes as: "We 
have to maintain the standard to which 
we've become accustomed," or "I have to 
provide enough for my own." The truth is, 
we never become accustomed to any stan
dard because we are constantly improving 
it. We never know exactly what it means 
to "provide enough" for our own, because 
we never provide just enough. We have 
bought the "American Dream" so com
pletely, that we are constantly reaching 
for more, or bigger, or better . . . or all 
three! 

But it is just a dream. One day we will 
be awakened only to discover that when 
Jesus spoke those harsh words to the rich 
man who wanted to tear down his barns 
and build bigger barns, he was speaking 

The Christian 
and His Work 

VERNON RAY, JR. 

to us too! "Thou fool! This night shall 
your soul be required of you; and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?" 

No, financial gain isn't the only moti
vation for the Christian to work. It isn't 
even the primary motivation. The question 
remains then: What should be the Chris
tian's attitude toward his or her work? 

Let's talk about work: about the Chris
tian's attitude towards it and about his 
relationship to God while doing it. Perhaps 
the following three suggestions will be 
helpful. 

Work Is a Place Where One 
Can Glorify God 

God ordained work. Perhaps I should 
say he invented it. Biblical revelation 
begins by telling us of the work of God in 
creating this world and all that is in it
including man. And it tells us that as soon 
as God had finished his means of creating 
man, he immediately gave man a job (Gen. 
2:15). 

Throughout the Old Testament the 
scriptures commend industry and diligence 
in the individual as he works. Proverbs, 
over and over again, condemns the man 
with the "slack hand" and applauds the 
wisdom of the industrious man ( cf. Prov. 
10:4; 13:4). The consensus of Old Testa
ment advice about man and his work is 
expressed in Eccl. 4:10, "Whatever your 
hand finds to do, do it with your might." 

The New Testament counsel on the mat
ter is the same. It commends diligent ac
tivity and condemns inactivity and slug
gishness (cf. Eph. 4:28; I Thess. 4:11). 
God created work. He gave us the talent' 
and ability to do it. Consequently, he de
mands that whatever task we are engaged 
in be given our very best. We are to apply 
our talents to the job as completely and 
consistently as possible. 

When we realize God's will in the mat
ter, then we can begin to glorify God in 
our work. Now work becomes not just a 
necessary evil on the road to something 
better, but an end in and of itself. It is 
transformed into a situation where I can 
display my commitment to God by dis
playing commitment to my job. I work 
hard not just because I enjoy hard work, 
but because I know diligence in my work 
is God's will for me as his creation. 

If I believe this-that I can glorify God 
by the kind of job I do-then work be
comes a kind of sacred endeavor for me. 
I do a better job because I understand that 
there is more than my performance at 
stake. My credibility as a disciple of 
Christ is also at stake. People are watch
ing me, analyzing me, to see just how 
genuine my avowed commitment to God 
really is. 

You see we can glorify God in our work 
because of the fact that it is really one 
of the few things we can give him that is 

our own! He gives us our individual tal
ents and abilities. He created the raw ma
terials that we use in our work. But we 
produce the labor. We create the toil, the 
work. As Elton Trueblood once wrote, "We 
may be stewards of our talents, but we are 
donors of our labor." 

The worker who is convinced that he is 
somehow even minutely involved in a 
creative process with the God of the Uni
verse, takes on a new attitude toward his 
work. A new joy arises, a freshness. A real 
sense of fulfillment is present. There is a 
vast qualitative difference between the 
task done by a group of workers who are 
constantly eyeing the time clock and a 
group of Christian workers who see their 
job as a place and means of glorifying 
God. 

Work Is a Place Where One 
Can Serve God 

In a very real way (perhaps the only 
way), we serve God by serving other 
people. Because of that, work is a place 
where we can· serve God because that's 
where the people are. From the office to 
the production line, nearly every job in
volves consistent, and often prolonged, 
contact with other people. Consequently, 
it also provides tremendous opportunity 
for service: to God, through men. 

We tend to pigeon-hole Christian ser
vice as something we do after work, on our 
free time. Visiting the sick, working in 
formal church ministries, etc., this is 
obviously Christian service. But to limit 
our abililty to serve God to after-hour in
volvement is to negate one of our greatest 
spheres of Christian activity and service
the job. 

Work Is a Place Where One 
Can Share God 

I am afraid we think of evangelism only 
in terms of what goes on in the mission 
field, or during an evangelistic sermon, or 
during a time of formal evangelistic Bible 
study. Nothing could be farther from the 
truth. All of those are evangelistic activi
ties, but they aren't the exclusive domain 
of evangelism. 

For the most part, those things are the 
culmination of a lot of previous evange
listic activity that has taken place in 
homes, on the street, and even on the job. 
You see New Testament evangelism, the 
biblical approach to sharing your faith, 
begins wherever you chance to be. Some
one has said that evangelism is simply 
"bridge-building" between God and man. 
If that's so, the person doing the evan
gelizing obviously has to have a relation
ship with both God atnd the person he or 
she is trying to bring back to God. What 
better place for those human relationships 
to be initiated, cultivated, and maintained, 
than at work, on the job? 

In 2nd Corinthians 5:18-19, the apostle 
Paul tells us that God has given to us 
the "ministry of reconciliation"-the task 
of bringing rebellious man out of his re
bellion and back into fellowship with God. 
Later, in that same passage, he says that 
reunion can be accomplished if w~ be
come "ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us" (v. 20). An 
ambassador does his real job when he is 
among the people, when he takes the nleS-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Why Be a Christian? 
PAUL D . KEARBY 

In 1 Peter 3:15 we read, "But in your 
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope you have." Preachers have used this 
verse to teach the importance of studying 
the word of God so as to a lways be pre
pared to defend the Christian fa ith. In
deed that is a valid interpretation of this 
verse. However, I believe the meaning 
revealed here goes much further. In con
text one gets the impression that the 
apostle Peter is encouraging Christians of 
all ages to live their lives in such a way 
that would illustrate and communicate 
the value of the Christian life-style. The 
people to whom Peter was writing were 
faced with severe trials because of their 
Christian faith. It was vitally important 
that they keep the high moral and ethical 
values of Christianity in view. In a mod
ern application, we who are Christians are 
to live lives that illustrate and speak of 
the beauty of following Christ. 

Before we can truly show others the 
value of the Christian life-style we must 
personally confront our faith. The Chris
tian faith is personal, it cannot be in
herited from one generation to a nother. 
And there comes a time in the life of 
every follower of Christ when they must 
ask the question, "Why am I a Christian?", 
and it is equally important that answers to 
this a ll important question be found. 

So we ask, "Why be a Christian?" This 
question is one that thrusts deeply into 
every honest a nd sincere h eart. It is a 
question that must be confronted and 
answered if we are to truly appreciate 
what it means to follow Christ. 

Why should you be a Christian? First of 
all, you should be a Christian because the 
Christian life is happier than any other. In 
Matthew 5:3-12, Jesus begins his Sermon 
on the Mount with a prescription for hap
piness. T he Beatitudes promise happiness 
for the one who builds his life upon those 
attitudes a nd actions Jesus sets forth. 

When Jesus spoke these words, h e did so 
in the Aramaic lang uage (Matthew later 
recorded his works in Greek). Jesus used 
an expression that went something like 
this, "0 the blessedness of the poor in 
spirit .. . " This is similar to the Hebrew 
expression found in Psalms 1:1, "0 the 
blessedness of the man who walks not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, or stands in the 
way of sinners or sits in t he seat of 
mockers." Both passages describe the hap
piness that comes to the one whose "de
light is in the law of the Lord ... " (Psalms 
1 :2). This is important because this phrase 
makes the Beatitudes more than a mere 
expression of hopes which have only a 
f uture fulfillment; it makes them more 
than a prophecy of a future bliss ; this 
phrase makes the Beatitudes a statement 
of what a lready is! The happiness which 
belongs to the Christian is not a happiness 
which is postponed to a future world of 
glory, it is a state of happiness into which 
the Christian enters here and now! In 
essence the Beatitudes proclaim the th rill 
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and radiant happiness of the Christian 
life I 

This happiness is one of lasting value. 
Jesus said, "No one will take away your 
joy" (J ohn 16:22). A striking contrast is 
seen bet\veen the happiness the world gives 
and that which is given by the Lord. 
Worldly happiness is dependent upon the 
chances and changes of life. It is some
thing life may give and take without 
warning. However, the Christian happi
ness is not determined by the circum
stances of life, therefore it remains un
touched by life's ever-changing pressures. 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus spoke of those 
values which seek us through our pain· 
that joy which sorrow, loss, or grief ar~ 
powerless to touch; that happiness which 
~hi~es through tears and which nothing 
m hfe or death can take away. This is the 
promise given to those who adopt the 
Christian life-style. 

You should .follow the Christian life
style because it is har.der than a ny other. 

Jesus a lways put difficult require
ments upon his followers. "If you want to 
be my disciple ... take up your cross daily 
and follow me." "Let the dead bury the 
dead ... " When J esus made these state
ments many ceased to follow him because 
they were unwilling to meet the rigorous 
requirements of discipleship. And this is 
t he reason why so many today ch.oose not 
to follow him. 

The value of the Christian life-style is 
found in its toughness. It takes a tre
mendous amount of discipline to maintain 
a commitment to Jesus Christ, but our 
Lord makes it quite clear that there is 
no room in the kingdom of God for the 
cowardly or uncommitted (Rev. 21:8). It 
is within this rigorous life-style that the 
unsurpassing value of the Christian life 
is realizced. 

Anything good and of lasting value 
never comes easily. There are no free 
lunches and if one wishes to realize the 
wonderful value of the Christian life he 
must submit to its stringent demands. Yes, 
the Christian life is tough, but in that 
discipline there is strength and value 
which cannot be surpassed by any other 
life-style. 

Another reason why you should be a 
Christian is because the Christian life is 
holier than any other. The value of holy 
living is seen in the fact that it exalts 
one to the peak of the human experience. 

"Be holy, because I am holy," God com
mands in his word (Lev. 11 :44, 1 Peter 
1 :16). A realistic question is, what is 
holiness? In both the Old and New Testa
ments holiness means a separation from 
the common and ordinary to be consecrated 
to God for his purpose and plan. The 
Christian is one who belongs to God 
through Christ and is the servant of the 
Lord. While the non-Christian is at the 
disposal of any and every master who pays 
his price. 

Have you ever seen a person in the 
powerful grip of lust? This person is ac
tually enslaved and dominated by the de
sires o.f the f lesh. Contrast that image with 
t he one of Christ who, "being tempted in 
every way, just as we are" (Heb. 4 :15), 
led the perfect holy life completely free 
from the domination of sin. That is the 

Growing Can Be Dangerous 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

Peter concludes his second letter with 
the admonition, "But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
J esus Christ." Most of us possess an aspi
ration of t h is kind. We do seek to grow. 

As a child leaves his mother's arms he 
launches into an exciting, adventurous, 
but dangerous world. T here are threats 
awaiting him at every corner; bumped 
heads, skinned knees, dog bites, bee stings. 
As he grows, stretchjng the apron strings 
more and more, the dangers only become 
more profound. Dangers of automobile 
accidents, football injuries , moral mis
judgments and broken marriages now 
threaten to tear his life apart or destroy it 
all together. Yet, he must grow. God de
signed him that way. 

In much the same way growing spir
itually can be dangerous. When we were 
infants in Ch1ist most likely we were 
closely cuddled in the tender care of our 
spiritual mother or father. We were 
spoonfed carefully warmed milk as we 
watched longingly every movement, ex
pression and idea so we could emulate 
their every action. All of this is perfectly 
natural. 

However, gradually, life must change. 
We must growl The carefully warmed milk 
is exchanged for more solid foodstuff .. . 
meat. Sometimes, that meat turns out to 
be cold, rare and tough. We may bite off 
too much and choke. Yet, we must chew 
on. "New" ideas will threaten us . . . per
haps even change us, but we cannot af
ford to stand still. So much ch ange can 
shake our faith, even to cause it to 
crumble. But, that admonition continues 
to ring loudly, "Grow!" 

As we grow "old" in the Lord it may 
be discovered that we hardly resemble our 
baby pictures at a ll. We have looked to 
God and he has taugh t us ... led us ... 
molded us into a new form. We cannot now 
return to the cuddling arms of our spir
itual parents. Nor, should we want to. God 
made us to grow. We have not hing to fear 
if he is leading the way. 

difference being a Christian makes. The 
non-Christian is a slave to which ever lust 
gives the greatest t hrill, but the one who 
belongs to Christ, nothing can buy. He is 
the one who is the property of God and 
such a life inspires others with reverence 
and wonder as they recognize this fact. 

Living the holy life means that we live 
life to its fullest expression. In holiness 
we find a wholesomeness t hat makes life 
a true joy. There is a spiritual healthi
ness that accompanies holiness. What 
health is to the body, holiness is to the 
soul. Holiness is the fullest expression of 
human life because it reflects the very 
image of God. 

You should be a Christian because in 
Christ you achieve a level of holiness that 
could not be achieved in any other way. 

You shoud be a Chris tian because the 
Christian life is more hopeful than any 
other. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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A Condensed Story of the Bible (2) 
The last forty years of Israel's existence therefrom, Jeremiah was divinely forbid-

saw prophets like Amos and Hosea en- FRANK CHESSER den to marry or to attend either funerals 
deavoring to turn Israel from their or festive occasions (Jer. 16). He was in-
destructive course and thus, back to God. Thus he declared, "I will not be your God" structed to wear a yoke to symbolize bond
Amos was commissioned to preach in (1 :9); "I will utterly take them away" age under Babylon, and a once buried, now 
Bethel, the seat of idolatry in the northern ( 1: 6) ; "I will devour them like a lion" marred and tattered lion-cloth to signify 
kingdom and the royal sanctuary where (18 :8); I will cause to cease the king.dom the desecration of worthless Judah in the 
the king, J ereboam II, worshipped. The of the house of Israel" (1 :4). coming judgment (J er. 27-28; 18). Bah
thrust of his message consisted of severe The warnings of the prophets fell on akkuk took Zephaniah's place as Jere
denunciation of sin and announcement of deaf ears. Israel refused to hearken. Con- miah's contemporary on the eve of the 
coming judgment. sequently, in 721 B.C., Assyria, the chas- Babylonian captivity. Through him God 

Amos enumerated various ways in which tening rod of Jehovah (Isaiah 10:5-6), declared, "For lo I raise up the Chaldeans, 
God had blessed Israel and then noted carried Israel into captivity and completely that bitter and hasty nation, which shall 
Israel's response. "But ye gave the destroyed her national identity. "There- march through the breadth of the land, to 
N azarites wine to drink, and commanded fore, the Lord was very angry with Israel, possess the dwelling places that are not 
the prophets saying, Prophesy not" (2:9- and removed them out of his sight; there theirs" (Hab.1:6). 
12). He specifies ways in which God had was none left but the tribe of Judah only Like Israel, Judah refused to heed the 
c~astened Israel: famine, drought, destruc- (II Kings 17:18). warnings of the prophets. Captivity was 
t10n of crops, pestilence, war and judg- It is at this point that the Biblical record inevitable. In 606 B.C., in the first of 
ments like unto Sodom and Gomorrah, all enters upon that perio.d of Jewish history three transportings into captivity, Baby
of which were intended to promote properly styled, "The Kingdom of Judah." Ion came against Jerusalem and took some 
P.enitence and restoration; however, each The southern kingdom stood alone for the of the vessels of the temple along with some 
trme recurs the sad refrain, "Yet have ye next one hundred thirty-five years from of the choice young men in Judah, among 
not returned unto me saith the Lord" ( 4: 720-586 B.C. During this period and for whom were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 
6-1~). Amos describes in vivid terms, the some years previous, Isaiah and Micah Azariah (Dan. 1). These young men were 
selfish, luxurious, indulgent and pleasure preached to Judah, striving to prevent made eunuchs in Babylon, thus, fulfilling 
orie!lted. lives of. the rich and powerful. their apostasy and thus, avert the coming the prophesy of Isaiah regarding the seed 
Their hves cons1sted of one £unloving, judgment. However, such was not to be. (Co ti d · 12) 
merrymaking party after another, im- Conditions in Judah were so bad that Mi- n nue on page 
m~rs~d in the sounds of music, dancing, the cab depicts the righteous man as having 
chnking of glasses and superficial laugh- perished from the earth (7:2). Both 
ter while the smell of rich perfumes filled prophets named Babylon as the nation that 
the air (6:1-6). In one of five visions God would use to punish Judah for her 
Amos sees God standing by a wan with ~ sins (lsa. 88; Micah 4:10). 
plumbline in his hand. God had formed The second king of this period was 
Israel by the plumbline of his law with its Manasseh, who reigned for fifty-five years 
various commands, principles and pre- (II Kings 21 :1). His reign in Judah was 
cepts. God now stands by Israel with his unsurpassed for wickedness. He literally 
divine plumbline, endeavoring to show cut the spiritual heart out of Judah when 
them how far they have departed from his he "shed innocent blood very much, till he 
will. God then declared, "I will not again had filled Jerusalem from end to the other" 
pass by them any more" (7:9). Israel had (II Kings 21:16). Judah never recovered 
sinned away the day of grace. They were from Manasseh's wicked and bloody reign. 
so far out of line, so shackled by the self- Manasseh's penitence resulted in efforts 
imposed chains of sin that God's holiness to reform, but it was a case of "too little, 
and justice could no longer allow them to too late." :Amon, Manasseh's son, had no 
stand as a nation. Instead of passing by difficulty reinstating the idolatry and 
them in mercy, he will now pass through sins of his father. 
them in judgment. Amos was already sing- Josiah was next in line and was the last 
ing Israel's funeral song (5:2). good king 'to reign over Judah. He in-

Like Amos, Hosea's ministry began dur- herited a legacy of moral and religious 
ing the reign of J ereboam II; the thirteenth corruption unsurpassed by all the kings 
king of Israel. However, Hosea's ministry of Judah. In the twelfth year of his reign, 
extended far beyond the time of Amos, at twenty years of age, Josiah began some 
even to the reign of Hoshea, the last king of the most sweeping reforms ever at
of Israel. Therefore, Hosea's marital ex- tempted by any king of the southern king
perience was a SYmbol of God's experience dom. Though Josiah is to be highly com
with the Jewish nation. As Gomer, Hosea's mended for his efforts, his reforms 
wife, had left him to follow after her lov- accomplished almost nothing of a perma
ers, even so Israel, God's bride, had left nent nature. 
him, preferring the idolatrous gods of the Zephaniah prophesied during Josiah's 
heathen (2 :2-5). Therefore, Hosea uses reign, and thundered forth with de
the term "whoredom" sixteen times in nunciations against apostasy and warn
describing the idolatrous conditions of ings of the coming judgment. He pictures 
Israel. The prophet depicts Israel as re- Judah as being so ripe for judg
ceiving her blessings from the hand of God to be his guest (Zeph. 1 :7). Zephaniah's 
and then using them in the worship and contemporary was Jeremiah who began his 
service of Baal (2:8). God's controversy ministry in the thirteenth year of Josiah's 
with Israel was "because there is no truth, reign, just one year after the young king 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the began his reforms (Jer. 1:2). In addition 
land" (4:1). Israel's goodness was as tran- to his intense vocal attacks upon the sins 
sitory as the morning cloud and the early of the day and ceaseless warnings of the 
dew (6:4). Israel had "sown the wind, and approaching judgment, Jeremiah's life 
they shall reap the whirlwind" (8 :2). was a symbol of the nature of the times. 
Their wickedness was great, their wound In order to portray the wickedness in Ju
was incurable. God had no alternative. dab and the inevitale destruction resulting 

Called for Warmth and 
Security ROY HOLLAND 

Recently, as others settled down to 
sleep at a men's retreat, eight of us went 
up to a lookout to see the lights back 
home, and think of loved ones resting 
peacefully there. 

Some group before us had wisely scat
tered the remnants of its fire. The glowing 
logs, kicked back together soon provided 
a warming fire. We noticed the con
sistency of nature, and how men, as with 
fire, strengthen and reenforce one another 
when drawn closely together, but may soon 
die if left alone. 

To a wanderer a fire can offer comfort, 
protection from intruders, or the restora
tion of life to body parts nearly lost to 
the cold. 

Our Lord has prepared a warming fire 
for us, by the very nature of the loaf and 
fruit of the vine. We are .drawn together 
around the cross, and share in a closeness 
that only his great grace could provide. ln 
the loaf we have his broken body-in the 
fruit of the vine we share in his shed 
blood. 

Some are drawn together for a warm
ing fellowship, to ·provide mutual strength 
-some come to the Lord's table for se
curity, that this closeness might prevent 
Satan's intrusion between us and our 
Lord-while some, on the verge of death 
spiritually, find strength restored to a fal
tering heart. 

The fire extends its warmth to all who 
come within its reach-Christ, through 
his denth, burial and resurrection offers 
God's grace to all who submit to his 
loving will-Come be warmed, as we share 
in his great love!! 
Box 1899, Grand Prairie, TX 75051 
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The Final Decision: 

E DDIE HOWARD 

In the last few years especially, a great 
debate has arisen in the churches of Christ 
over, "Who has the f inal "authority" to 
make the judgment decisions for the local 
church?" and "How are these decisions to 
be made?" 

Some contend that the final decision 
must rest in the hands of t he evangelist. 
They often base th is conclusion on the 
following scriptures ... . 

1. "Command and teach these things." 
(I Tim. 4 :11 NIV, see also I Tim. 6:7) 

2. "Those who sin are to be rebuked 
publicly, so that the others may take warn
ing." (I T im. 5:20 NIV, see also Titus 
1:13-14) 

3. "In the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, I give you this charge: Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage
,,;th great patience and careful instruc
tion." (II Tim. 4:1-2, see also verse 5 NIV) 

4. "The reason I left you in Crete was 
that you might s traighten out what was 
left un-finished and appoint elders in every 
town, as I directed you." (Titus 1:5 NIV) 

5. "These, t hen, are th~ t hings you 
should teach. Encourage and rebuke with 
all authority, Do not let anyone despise 
you." (Titus 2:15 NIV) 

6. "It was he (Christ-E.H.) who gave 
some to be aposlles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up ... " (Eph. 
4 :11-12 NIV) 

7. "Now we ask you, brothers, to re
spect those who work hard among you, who 
are over you in the Lord and who admonish 
you. Hold them in the highest r egard in 
love because of th eir work .. . " (I Thess. 
5:12-13 NIV) 

8. "Obey your leaders and submit to 
thei r authority. They keep watch over you 
as men who must give an account. Obey 
them so t hat their work will be a joy, not 
a burden, for t hat would be of no advan
tage to you." (Heb. 13:17 NIV, see also 
verse 7) 

But others contend that the fi nal de
cision in matters of judgment must rest 
in the hands of elders of a local congreg-a
tion. Their position normally rest s on these 
passag-es ... 

1. "Guard yourselves and all the f lock 
of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood." 
(Acts 20:28 N IV) 

2. "He must manage his own family 
well and see that his children obey him 
with proper respect. (If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how 
can he take care of God's church?)" (I 
Tim. 3:4-5 NIV) 

3. "The elders who direct the affair s of 
t he church well arc worthy of doule honor, 
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WHAT MA N? 
especially those whose work is preaching 
and teaching." (I Tim. 5:17 NIV NOTE : 
Since this passage probably refers to those 
who serve the dual role of 'elder/preacher' 
or 'preacher/elder', both "groups" have 
used this passage to "prove their point." 
It seems that there were many such tal
ented men in the 1st century church, and 
because of their double responsibilities, 
they were deserving of double honor.) 

4. "It was he (Christ) who gave some 
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, to prepare God's people for 
service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up ... " (Eph. 4 :11-12 NIV NOTE: 
Again, this passage is used as a proof-te."<t 
by both groups as to "authority".) 

5. "Obey your leaders and submit to 
their authority. They keep watch over you 
as men who must give an account. Obey 
them so that their work will be a joy, not 
a burden ,for that would be of no advan
tage to you." (Reb. 13-17 NIV, see also 
verse 7 NOTE: As before, this passage 
does not specify who the leaders are, so 
both "groups" have laid claim to this pas
sage as a prooftext.) 

But still others contend that the local 
church, the whole body, is to make all final 
decisions. Situations where such seemed to 
be t he case are as follows ... 

1. In the Jerusalem church, it was the 
body that selected spiritual men to care 
for the needy widows. (see Acts 6: 1-6) 

2. The collecting and giving of special 
funds by the Antioch church for needy 
Christ ians in Judea was decided upon and 
directed by the body. (see Acts 11 :29-30) 

3. It was the body of believers in Anti
och which selected and sent Paul, Barna
bas, and other believers to Jerusalem to 
help solve a "doctrinal" problem in their 
local work. (Acts 15: 1-4) And it was t he 
body of believers in Jerusalem which se
lected and sent some of their own leaders, 
Barsabbas and Silas, back to Antioch to 
accompany Paul and Barnabas. (Acts 
15:22, 30-32) After being strengthened by 
their message, the Antioch church blessed 
Judas and Silas and sent them back to 
their homes in Jerusalem., (Acts 15 :33,35) 

It seems apparent that the most logical 
solution to the "what man, what method?" 
problem is that Jesus has ALL doctrinal 
authority over the church, and he has not 
chosen to select any man or group of men 
to have all of the final "judgment author
ity" for his individual congregations. With 
just one, clear, pointed, specific verse, God 
could have settled this ridiculous struggle 
for the "final control" in a local church. 
But God has not chosen to do so! He has 
not specified what 1nethod we are to use 
to make all judgment decis ions in his 
church ... neither has he specifically named 
what man (ntcn) is to have that final say 
in matters of judgment. But Jesus is clear
ly named as the one who has ~he final say 
in all matters of doctrine. (see Matt. 28: 
18; Luke 10:22; John 3:35; 17:2) 

Why has the Lord chosen to leave this 

issue so undecided? Possibly for several 
reasons : 

1. First, God is wiser than we are. He 
has placed different men, in different con
gregations, in different positions of service 
(leadership), with different talents and 
ailities. If he had placed all of the "de
cision-making final authority" on the 
shoulders of one man or group of men, God 
would have forced those individuals who 
possibly have greater talent in a certain 
area, to be "under" the rule of men who 
had less or no ta lent in t hat same specific 
area. The body, then, would have been 
ciept;ved of the exceptional talent of cer
tain men because those men would have 
been forced to "submit" to those of "great
er power", and not necessarily t hose of 
greater talent. 

By not specifying what man or men are 
to have all final authority and through 
what method all final judgment decisions 
are to be made for the local body, God has 
given us the flexibility to search out and 
follow those men who have the greatest, 
God-given talent in a certain area. God 
has also left each local body with the flex
ibility of choosing the methods of arriving 
at decisions that are the most effective 
and efficient for them-of course any 
" method" of making decisions of judgment 
must fit the Bible guidelines of Jove, 
humility, honesty, kindness, apostolic ex
ample, etc. 

A case in point is found in Titus 1:5. 
Titus a gospel evangelist traveled from 
town to town in Crete, "setting the church 
in order and appointing elders in every 
city." If he had been the final authority 
for those congregations, he would have 
been forced to stay in Crete and become a 
decision-maker for those congregations. On 
the other hand, if the elders in those towns 
were to be the final authority in judgment 
decisions, Titus would have simply ap
pointed elders in each town and left them 
to set "their own church" in order. Neither 
of these situations happened. Titus, nor 
the elders, had any God-given authority to 
"run" those chut·ches. Each local body, 
using spiritual guidelines and the leader
ship o! spiritual, God-talented men, an-ived 
at the judgment decis ions that were best 
for their particular situation. 

A similar situation occurred in the 
Jerusalem church in Acts 6:1-6 when the 
Apostles of J esus Christ told the local 
congregation how to solve a problem, but 
left it up to the local body as to whom they 
saw as the talented and spiritually mature 
men who could solve their problem. We 
claim to be "autonomous congr egations" 
today, and wilh this in mind, let's permit 
each congregation to select its own spiri
tual, Bible-qualified, servant-leaders, and 
also permit that same local body to deter
mine how lhcy see it best to utilize the 
talents of their people in arriving at final 
decisions. 

By not specifying which men or man is 
to determine all judgment decisions for 
tho enth·e church, the Lord has left us to 
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WHAT METHOD? 
fully ut ilize and develop our individual 
talents in service to the body. Note these 
passages: "Each one should use whatever 
spiritual g ift he has r eceived t o serve 
others, faithfully a dministering God's 
grace in its various forms. If anyone 
speaks, he should do it as one speaking the 
very word of God. If anyone ser ves he 
s~ould do it with t he str ength God ~ro
VI d~s, so that in all th ings God may be 
praised through J esus Chris t." (I P eter 
4 :10-11 NIV) 

"You know t hat the household of Steph
anas were the fi r st converts in Achaia 
and they have devo ted themselves to th~ 
se1-vice of the saints. I urge you brot her s 
to submit to s1wh as these and t~ eve?·yon~ 
who joins in the work and labors at it." 
(l Cor. 16: 15-16 NIV ) 

The very absence of a "single method of 
decision making" in the New Testament is 
proof that God expects us to use the tal
en ts, wisdom and Bible g uidelines he has 
left for us in the deciding of matters of 
judgment in the local church. T his leaves 
the local body free to utilize and develop all 
of the t alents of all of its people. 

2. Secondly, it seems obvious that God 
did not specify who would have "final con
trol" over the local body in every case and 
how every decision would be ma de i~ t he 
local body, because he was t rying to force 
us to once again learn, r espect and obey the 
following principles and commands: 

As members of the body of Christ. . . 
1. We must love one another. (Jn.13 :34-

35; 15 :12, 17; Rom. 12:8; I Thess. 3:12 ; 
4 :9 ; I Tet. 1:22; I Jn. 3 :11 23· 4:7 11-12· 
II Jn. 5) ' ' ' ' 
2. We are membe1·s of one another. (Rom. 
12:5; E ph. 4:25) 

3. We must be devoted to one another . 
(Rom. 12: 10) 

4. We must hono?· one another above 
ourselves. (Rom. 12-10) 

5. We must live in harmony· with one 
another. (Rom. 12:16; I Thess. 5:13) 

6. We must bttild u71 (edify, encourage) 
one another. (Rom. 14:19; I Thess. 4 :18; 
Reb. 10 :24) 

7. We must be unified with one another. 
(Rom. 15:5; I Cor. 12:24-25) 

8. We must instrnct one another. (Rom. 
15:14) 

9. We must accept one another. (Rom. 
15 :7) 

10. We must affectionately g?·eet one 
a nother. (Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 16:20 ; II Cor. 
J 3: 12 ; I Peter 5: 1<1) 

11. We must have equal conce1-n for one 
a nother. (I Cor. 12:25) 

12. We must se1·ve one a nother. (Gal. 
5:13 ; 6:2; I Tet. 4 :10 ; I Cor. 16 :15 · Jn. 
13:14) ' 

13. We must bem· with one anot her. 
(Eph. 4 :2; Col. 3 :13) 

14. We must be humble toward one 
another. (Eph. 4 :2; I Pet. 5:5-6) 

15. We mus t be gentle with one a nother. 
(Eph. 4 :2 ) 

16. We must speak t?·nthfully to one 
another. (Eph. 4 :25; Col. 3 : 9) 

17. We must be kind toward one another. 
(Eph. 4:32) 

18. We must be cO?npassionate towwrd 
one another. (Eph. 4 :32) 

19. We must fo?·give one another. (Eph. 
4 :32; Matt. 6 :12; Col. 3:13) 

20. We must submit to one another. 
(E ph. 5:21; I Pet. 5 :5; I Cor. 16 :15-16; 
Matt. 20 :25-28; I Thess. 5:12-13; H e b. 13 : 
7) 

21. We must confess ou1· sins to one 
another. (James 4:9) 

22. We must 1JTay fo?· one another. 
(J ames 5 : 16) 

23. We must show hospitality towa1·d 
one another . (James 4:9) 

24. We must obey our leade1·s and sub
mit to them. (Reb. 13 :17 NOTE: This 
passage in the origina l Greek lang uage 
meant, "Allow yourself to be persuaded, 
take the advice of, follow, your guiders or 
leader s.") 

25. We must 1·ecognize that we are all 
b1·othe1·s. (Matt. 23 :8) 

26. We must 1·e1nember that we a1·e all 
"p1·iests." (Rev. 1:6) 

27. We must not pass judgment on one 
a nother. (Rom. 14:13; Matt. 7 :1-5) 

28. We must not "bite, dev01t1·, and de
st1·o1;'' one a nother. (Gal. 5 :15) 

29. We mus t not become conceited, or 
pTovoke and envy one a nother. (Ga l. 5:26) 

30. We must not slandeT one another. 
(James 4 : 11) 

31. We must not gntmble against one 
anot her. (James 5:9) 

32. We must 1·emenLbe1· that we are a 
body, and Jesus is o1w head. (Eph. 4 :15-16 ; 
Col. 2 :19; Rom. 12 :4-8) NOTE: In the 
body/ chur ch analogy, the head is always 
Chr ist, for he alone has t he authority to 
"call the shots" fo1· the body, and the entire 
body works together because "each mem
ber belongs to all the other s." (Rom. 12:5 
NIV) The Bible does not indicate that 
any one body member has the righ t to 
make a ll the decis ions and give all of the 
directions for the rest of the body.) 

The point is, t hat while we all do not 
have t he same r esponsibilities and talents 
through which we serve the body, we are 
a ll still equal in the body of Christ. No one 
member is "over" another in the sense of 
a ruler and his subjects. None of us is to 
" lord it over" another in the above ways. 
To help us see these "one another" prin
ciples in the Bible, the Lord has purposely 
avoided plac ing one man, or gr oup of men, 
over a ll others in matter of judgment. We 
ar e a body in which all are to submit to 
one another. 

3. Thirdly, the Lord did not specify 
"what man or what me thod" was to be 
used in making j udgment decis i011s because 
he did not want to destroy his own system 
of "checks and balances." God did not de
s ign his church so that any one man or 
group of men could get control of the body, 
lead it down an unscr iptura l road, and 
destr oy it. If you have witnessed this hap
pening to a local church, it was not the 
fault of the Lord's organizational struc-

t ure for his church, it was either the faul t 
of a preacher, group of elders, or segment 
of the body who "took control" and Jed the 
church astray. The "followers" evidently 
forgot that they had t he responsibility to 
" check" such leadersh ip. No leadership in 
the church is absolute, except the Lord's ! 

God has commanded elders to "check" 
any false teachers and "refute" them 
Titusi 1:9-11; Acts 20:28-31) This would, 
of course, include any member or preacher 
who was leading the body away from 
"sound doctrine." 

God has also commanded the evangelists 
to "check" a ny who are in opposition to 
sound doctrine and discipline them. (see 
II Tim. 2:25, 4 :2; Titus 2:15, 3 :10-11 ) 
This includes not only all members of t he 
body, but elder s as well. (see I Tim. 
5 :19-20) 

God has a lso commanded all members of 
the body to "check" any who s in or "stray 
from the truth." (Mat t. 18 :15-17; Gal. 
6 :L; 11 Thess. 3:14-15; J ames 5:19-20) 
This would include preachers, elders and 
fellow brothers and sisters in the body. 

With all of us looking out for one 
another, not as "watch dogs" seeking for 
someone to condemn, but as loving family 
members helping one another get to 
Heaven, the Lord has given us the "bal
a nce" we all need. This system of checks 
and balances is designed to avoid any one 
member or group of members from get
ting total control and becoming powerful 
enough to destroy the Lord's church. It 
was the ignoring of this Bible system that 
gave mor e and more "unquestinned 
power" to a g r oup of men and eventually 
led to the g reat apostasy. 

4. The Lor d did not specify "wh at man 
or wh at method" was to be used in making 
all j udgment decisions because t he body 
needs the bless ings of working together in 
the solving of its problems and the di
r ecting of its challenges. As with our 
human bodies, the more we exercise our 
entire body, the stronger and more coor
dinated we become. If we exercise only one 
body part, the others become weak and 
deteroriate. God knew t he same was true 
of his church, and therefore he instructed 
that we a ll exercise t ogether for the build
ing up of the body. If only a few body 
parts are forced to make a ll of the de
cisions, the following tragic results wi ll 
occur : 

a. Those few leader s will become over
burdened, depressed, demanding, in
sensitive, and defensive. T he burden 
is overwhelming . 

b. The body members will be often unin
formed, unhappy, unsupportive, and 
even tually rebel or get the " !-don 't
car e" attitude. 

T he body needs the responsibility of 
working toget her, and not letting some
one else do all of their thinking for them. 
Of course this does not mean that every 
lit t le decis ion must be made by the entire 
body, bu t it does mean that the body would 

(Continued on page 12) 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books- saving time in selec.tillg 
your favorite scriptures · 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
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Old Testament Deluxe 
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"THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS WORK" 
(Continued from page 5) 

sage of his country, his government, to 
the people of another country. His task is 
incomplete until his message is hear:d by 
the people to whom he has been sent. We 
are ambassadors for Christ when we take 
his message of reconciliation, his "good 
news," to the people. With that in mind, 
where are the people (the ones we have 
contact with)? All around us obviously. 
But there is no place where more of us 
are involved with more of the people for 
more of the time than we are at work! 
Are we letting God make his appeal 
thTough us there? 

Perhaps I should clarify something here. 
The sharing of our faith verbally shbuld 
never get in the way of our doing our job 
adequately or completely. That should go 
without saying. On the other hand, if we 
can find time before work, after work, on 
breaks, and at the lunch tables, to talk 
about football scores, the weather, and a 
hundred other non-job-related matters
and our job not suffer for it-then we can 
find time to talk about our faith, and the 
same thing be true. 

Remember the exhortation of Paul: 
"Whatever your task, work heartily, as 
serving the Lord and not men." It's .really 
the key. Men and women who believe that 
they are the servants of God are hard to 
stop-whatever their profession might 
be. Aquila and Priscilla, as we all know, 
made tents for a living. Yet, their dili
gence and evangelistic thrust in that task 
were so permeating that they are men
tioned in three books of the N. T. 

What does a man gain by all the toil 
with which he toils under the sun? He 
gains a place to glorify, serve, and share 
God. Is that the way you see it? 
8725 Jefferson Hy., Baton Rouge, La. 
70809 

"WARNER ROBINS LAUNCHES 
CHINA MISSIONS" 

The church of Christ of Warner Robins, 
Georgia is seeking brotherhood-wide sup
port of all that are interested in working 
toward the evangelization of the People's 
Republic of China. 

The first American missionary family 
has been selected to go: Billy, Linda, San
dra, and Ron Me Vey have a history of mis
sion experience to their credit. Billy and 
Linda have served five years in the West 
Indies and Netherlands, Antilles. 

In November and December of 1980, 
James Shahan and Billy Me Vey made a 
trip into The People's Republic to better 
ascertain the needs of the work and to 
cooperate more fully with the Chinese 
evangelists and American missionaries to 
Hong Kong. 

For information write: Warner Robins 
Church of Christ, 100 Corder Road, War
ner Robins, GA 31093. 
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Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801--817 /429·1403 

For Less Than o 1 vear--$lo.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check .enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

11 [5711 



''THE FINAL DECISION: WHAT 
MAN? WHAT METHOD?" 

(Continued from page 9) 
IQlow who they h~d selected to lead them 
in the various areas of work, and that 
ijlese leaders would work with the body, 
and not off behind closed doors. The more 
the body works together and communicates 
together, the stronger and more coordi
nated the ·bQdy will become. Paul said it 
this way: 

"In stead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up into him who 
is the Head, that is, Christ. From him 
the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its v.:ork." (Eph. 4:15-16 NIV, see 
also Col. 2:19, I Cor. 12:4-81). 

5. The Lord did not specify "what man 
or what method" was to be used in the 
making of all judgment decisions for the 
body because God intends that all leaders 
in the local body answer to, and be de
pendent on, the body members. In matters 
of doctrine, both elders and evangelists 
are commanded by God to teach and en
force "sound doctrine." But in matters of 
jugment, there is no such enforcement. 

The church is a voluntary organization. 
We enter it by our own free will. Once 
"inside" the body, all members are to "sub
mit" to one another, and especially their 
spiritual leaders. But this "submissive 
spirit" of the members doe&; not give these 
leaders the "right" to make arbitrary de
cisions without body consent, for they too 
are to be submissive to the members. 

Responsible spiritual leaders understand 
that they must have the "power of per
suasion," because they do not have the 
God-given "power of command." Even the 
passage so often used to give leaders "final 
authority," Hebrews 18:17 "Obey your 
leaders and submit to their authority .•• " 
is better translated, "Allow yourself to be 
persuaded, take the advice of, follow, your 
guiders or leaders." Except for matters of 
doctrine, leaders must offer counsel and 
suggestions in an attempt to persuade the 
body into right decisions, but it is the 
body's consent, not the leaders right of 
position, that determines the final outcome. 

God knew that this confirmation of the 
body was extremely important, and he has 
wisely designed the body to preserve it. 
Any leader who wishes to go down a certain 
path, and finds that the large majority of 
the body does not choose to follow him 
down that path, should immediately under
stand that God is using the body to tell 
him that he must rethink his position. 
Again we must see that except for doc
trinal commands of God, all leaders' actions 
are dependent and answerable to the body. 

By not giving a man, or group of men, 
all final authority in the local church, the 
Lord has forced all leaders to answer to 
the body for their actions. This is a bless
ing to both the leader and those being led! 

It may appear from what has been said 
that there are no rules or guidelines for 
making decisions in the local body. But 
certainly God has given us some ground 
rules and help in this area. 

By virtue of their qualifications, elders 
must lead the body in being fed the Word, 
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guarding against false teachers, maturing, 
exhortation, and the restoring of lost 
members. These are all commanded by 
God, and we are to submit to their leading 
in these areas. 

By virtue of their qualifications and 
Bibl~ commands, evangelists must lead the 
body in the understanding of the Word, 
evangelism, the discipline of unruly mem
bers, and maturing. We are to sumit to 
their leading in these areas as commanded 
by God. 

Based on New Testament teachings and 
first century examples, the body· must se
lect those among it who are Biblically 
qualified and God-gifted, to lead them in 
decision making. If they are in need of 
someone to lead them in decisions concern
ing a new budget, they may select a quali
fied leader, be he a banker, store owner, 
elder, preacher, or deacon, If they are in 
need of someone to lead them in decisions 
concerning the building of a new building, 
they may select a spiritual, God-talented 
man or group of men, to lead them in 
those decisions, be they contractors, 
draftsmen, engineers, experienced elders 
or experienced preachers. How the body 
selects these "leaders," and how these 
leaders make the actual decisions are the 
option of each individual congregation, if 
this were not so, certainly the Lord would 
have made it clear in his Word. 

Common sense and honor for our spiri
tual leaders should cause us to seek 
their counsel and advice in selecting whick 
man and whick method, but the final 
choice in matters of judgment is ultimately 
up to the body and the leaders they have 
chosen for that judgment. 
4111 WiBell Rd., Phoet:ix, AZ 85028 

A CONDENSED STORY OF 
THE BIBLE (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 
of Hezekiah (lsa. 39; Dan. 1). This first 
carrying away signaled the beginning of 
the seventy years of captivity as proph
esied by Jeremiah (Jer. 25:8-11). In 597 
B.C. Babylon returned and carried away 
some more of the temple vessels along with 
ten thousand captives, among whom was 
Ezekiel (II Kings 24:10-16; Exe. 1:1-3). 
In 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, sent his forces against Jerusalem 
for the third and final time. They de
stroyed the walls of the city, the. palaces 
and the temple and took everything of 
value and every person of means and posi
tion to Babylon (II Kings 25). 
Rt. 5, Whilooh Rd. Thompson, GA 30824 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrector-8'728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '79410 

1-808-'799-6191 

JOHNSON STREET CHURCH IN SAN 
ANGELO ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR VAST EUROPEAN RADIO WORK 

For twenty-eight years, the Johnson 
Street congregation in San Angelo, Texas, 
has been involved in the evangelistic ef
forts of Gottfried Reichel in Munich, Ger
many. This is one of the longest continuing 
relationships between minister and spon
soring congregation in the brotherhood. 

In 1965 Reichel began broadcasting over 
the powerful 600,000 watt Radio Luxem
bourg. Through the joint efforts of John
son Street and The West Monroe church in 
Louisiana, the program has continued. 
Offices, recording studio, storage space 
and guest apartment have been provided 
to complement the program, at a cost of 
$78,000. 38,000 responses to the broadcasts 
have been received, from 84 nations. More 
than 200 have been converted. 

West Monroe has fulfilled its original 
committments, and is turning the program 
over to Johnson Street entirely. Both the 
elders and the missionary feel that it is 
very essential that this ministry be con
tinued. The cost will be great, but com
pared with the number of people reached 
it is one of the most economical evange
listic outreaches at our disposal. Johnson 
Street will contribute heavily to the broad
cast, but is not able to assume the entire 
burden. Interested individuals and church
es should write Johnson Street Church of 
Christ, San Angelo, Tx. 76901 for infor
mation. 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles Hodge 
Bon Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept. 28-29 

Contact 
Allan Bennett 

PSCC Rt. 1, Box 420 
Madill, OK 73446 

(405) 795-5015 
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Tenth Annual 

I BC Evangel ism 

Workshop 

11 FRI ENDSHIP 

EVANGELISM'' 

September 

24-26, 
1981 

Spe<>lal Wednesda.'' ~IJ!ht SlnJ!InJ! t'or t:ntirt' Area - September 23 - 8:0() I•.M. Fentu r lnjt Great Brothe rhood SonJ! Leade rs 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

AM. 
9:00 BEING A FRIEND TO THE LOST 

- J. Wayne Kilpatrick AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM SAVES US 
- David Underwood Main A ud. 

10:00 READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK 
Joe Connell AAB Aud. 

HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 
FIRST CENTURY 
- F. W. Mattox Main Aud. 

I 1:00 JESUS VERSUS PHARISEEISM 
Albert Hill AAB Aud. 

THE SOUL WINNING SMILE 
- Joe VanDyke Moin Aud. 

Exhibits of many great brotherhood works 
will be on display. 

Nursery and child care will be provided on 
campus each day at a nominal c harge. 

A Children 's Bible Hour will b~ conducted 
each evening at 7:00 in the main aud itorium. 

P.M 

1:30 HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 
(Port I ) 
- Don House AAB Aud. 
JESUS AND THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

Curtis Sampley Moin Aud. 
2 30 THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS 

Jock Poul AAB Aud. 
ELDERS AND MISSIONARY REtATIONSHIP 

Dr. Mounce Hood Main Aud. 
3•30 I HAVE CALLED YOU "MY FRIENDS" 

George Ttpps AAB Aud. 
THE COST OF FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 
- T1m Krous 

7.00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 JESUS• THE FRIEND OF SINNERS 

Mom Aud. 

Basil Over ton AAB Avd. 

Ladies ' Seminar 
Friday , September 25 

=============================================== 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

A.M. 
9:00 FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM IN THE BOOK OF AGS 

- Jim Mossey AAB Aud. 
WHO AM I? A FRIEND OF SINNERS 
(Women only) 

Mortho Williams Main Aud 
Nf:W CQ\IGREGATI(X\/ - GiALI.ENGE AND JOY 
- Charles Grohom Cofeterio 

10:00 HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 
19TH CENTURY 
- F. W. Mattox AAB Aud. 
MATURING THROUGH FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 
(Women only) 
- Joyce Mossey Main Aud. 
MATERIALS FOR FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 

J im Mossey & Windle Kee Cofeterio 
I I :00 THE FRIENDSHIP OF GIVING LIVING 

- Joe Beom AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM - THE WOMAN'S 
VIEWPOINT (Women only) 
- Shirley Curry Moin Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE CLASSES EVANGEliSTIC (Port I) 

Harold Bellomy Cafeteria 

LUNCH 

1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH A NOTORIOUS SINNER 
- John Gipson AAB Aud. 
HO W TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 
(Port 2) 
- Don House 
EVANGELISTIC SONG LEADING 
- Leon Sanderson 

Main Aud. 

Cafe teria 
2:30 UNIVERSAL MINISTRY OF CHRISTIANS 

- Bill Lambert AAB Aud. 
I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL 

Jim McGuiggon Main Aud. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUL SAVING (Port I) 

Joy Andrews Cofeteno 
3:30 BIBLE AND MENTAL HEALTH (Port I ) 

R. M . "Bob" Rigdon 
THE CHALLENGE TO FULFILL 

Tex Williams 

AAB Aud. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:2 

Main Aud. 
5:00 AlUMNI DINNER 

Cafeteria 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM 

Harold Taylor AAB Aud. 

Youth Forum 
Saturday, September 26 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
A.M. 

9:00 BEAI\ MUCH FRUIT - John 14:4 
- Tex Williams AAB Aud. 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
- John Mills Main Aud. 
GO TELL A FRIEND 
- Charles Grohom Cafeteria 

10:00 BIBLE AN D MENTAL HEALTH (Port 2) 
- R. M. (Bob) Rigdon AAB Aud. 
WHAT IS REAL FRIENDSHIP? 
- Joe Bec.m Main Aud. 
BUSSING - "FRIENDSHIP EVANGEliSM" 
- Claude LewiS Cafeteria 

11:00 TEACHING AND MANIFESTING THE GRACE OF 
GOD IN EVANGELISM 
- Bill Lambert AAB Aud. 
SPECIAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE 
- Joey lvey Main Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE CLASSES EVANGELISTIC (Port 2) 
- Harold Bellomy Cofeterio 

LUNCH 

1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH YOUR FAMILY 
- Cecil May, Jr. AAB Aud. 
GOD'S BADGE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
- Rubel Shelley Main Aud. 
EVANGELISTIC LEADERSHIP IN WORSHIP 
- Leon Sanderson Cafeteria 

2:30 I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH 
- Jim McGviggon AAB Aud. 
MAKING HEAVENLY FRIENDS 
- Hardeman Nichols Main Aud. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUL SAVING (Port 2) 
- Joy Andrews Cafeteria 

3:30 THE IMPELLING NEED FOR AN EVANGELISTIC 
CONGREGATION 
- Truitt Allison AAB Aud. 
DO NOT WORK FOR FOOD THAT SPOilS 
- Rod Tote Main Aud. 

5:30 ELDERS' DINNER 
LEADERSHIP ACCORDING TO CHRIST 
- Cecil May, Jr. Cafeteria 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 GOD'S FRIENDSHIP FOR A lOST WORLD 

Alan Highers AAB Aud. 

SPECIAL GASSES FOR TEAG-iERS 
Saturday, September 26 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
P.O. Box I BC Florence, Alabama 35630 

- complete program - brothemood exhibits - housing and camper space - area motel Information -

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
(205) 766-6610 



"WHY BE A CHRISTIAN?" 

(Continued from page 6) 

What would life be like without hope? 
The dreariest comment in the English 
language is "there is no hope." People who 
end it all by committing suicide often 
leave behind notes which describe hope
less situations. Life would be meaning
less if it held no hope for the future. 

The Christian life-style is one which 
loudly proclaims hope. We may look at 
the direction our world is traveling and 
conclude that there is no hope. But when 
we look to God's word we find that one 
day he will bring it all to a meaningful and 
orderly conclusion. Such statements as 
found in Acts.17: 31, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18, and 1 Corinthians 15:50-5 7 all point to 
a time when those in Christ will achieve 

"-·-·-·-·-~~- -·-
J 

the ultimate victory and their hopes of a 
future place with the Lord will be 
realized. 

Do you really want to add hope to your 
life? Build it on the timeless teachings of 
the One God raised from the dead and you 
will have that true hope which will add 
strength and direction to your life. 

Why should you be a Christian- To put 
it simply, the Christian life-style brings 
true happiness, strength through tough 
discipline, holiness, and hope. You need a 
Savior who will guide and direct your life 
toward its fullest expression and to 
achieve this goal you must meet his re
quirements of faith and obedience. To live 
and enjoy life to its fullest, you need to 
be a Christian I 

College Hill Church of Christ, 1102 6th, 
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootact UJ for free estimate, 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-0208 I 

-·-·-·-·-·-·---- -·-·-·-·-·-·-4 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1, 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STU DIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program lor school of 
preaching and college graduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed lor the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your lime will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901·761-1350 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

O ur children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrol/men/ witb 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
Ll FE INSURANCE 

Hea/tb Rates guaranteed ulllil 
May of 1982 witb 110 increase 

/rom last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plam only offered /o workers among 
Cburch'es of Christ Foreign 117 orkers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

FIRM FOUNDATION- SEPTEMBER 8, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congreptions 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekinS' preacheru. Also other 
a.ccoptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training .. 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
IJ'OB.T HOOD - KILLIIIIDN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80:28 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 ' 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Jerry Cartwright, minister 
OKINAWA, JA:PAN. Help us watch for 
souls of Christians on Okinawa.. Send name/ 
organization to: Elders. Church of Chriat, 
PO Box 298, Okinawa City, Japan 904. 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin( St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:80 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0636. Worship with ua-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAM, N. J .. Fairmount ~nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHlJB.CH OF 
CIIB.IST, 2700 De Barr Rd. wm contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA.Y A.BlllA. SCHOOL OF P'IBJDA.CIIJNG 
11800 DubiiD Road 

PJeiUIIUdOD, Callfo~ 941586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAU. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST. 16666 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worabfp S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
MlDIHers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

-----:::Pa~al~H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist. 
BREWER, M.AINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Vfaltars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
BVA.NSVILLE, IND., :DOG E. Morgan Ave .. 
u.s. 480 Bad Oppoalte K-Mart. Oftlcc 4'1'1-
52'1'1. Bobb7' Wade, MID. 4'16-40G6. 
SUN CITY, C.ALIII'OB.NIA.-VaUey Church of 
Chrbt. Come visit us. Phone 714-6'19-1010. 
YUltfA, ABIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 844-3750 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Nortbe1111t Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX 76423, (214) 668-4642. 
''Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 612-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78686." 
ATI''N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2811. 
Congregation of 100 plus in a community of 26,000 
desires sound mature energetic individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for growing personnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs In 
bussing, visitation personnel work, radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
888 Wllllams. Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
( 402) 468-1464 ( 402) 462-8469. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78366. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P .0. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ. 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA? 

Worship with the 
Church of Christ in Hollywood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday warship 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 463-6352 

1% miles south of HollYWood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

"Limited number of theater seats at a price you 
can't turn down I Contact Georgetown Church of 
Christ, Box 82, Georgetown, TX 78626 or call 
612/863-3M1 or 863-3033." 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 186, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 286, currently, 
minister staff of three, Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Full time far small con
gregation of approximately 60 members. Spiritual 
maturity and experience desired. Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 

"A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM 
NEENAH. WISCONSIN" 

"Please come over to Neenah and help us," is the 
plea from a small, loving, growing congregation of 
14 families (22 adult members). We urgently need 
mature Christian families in which the father desires 
to qualify as an elder and shepherd of the Lord's 
congregation. We have a full time missionary/evan
gelist who is supported primarily by the Mayfield 
Road church in Arlington, Texas. Begin by cor
responding with us so that we can get to know one 
another: THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, C/0 DON
McPHERSON, P.O. BOX 662, NEENAH, WISCON-
SIN 64966. Thank you. ' 
Gospel Preacher available. 48 years old. 23 years 
experience. Contact: Darol Ady, 451 No. Liberty, 
Apt. 10, Boise, Idaho 83704. (208) 376-8064. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve BerJm~an, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3657." 
DO YOU have any of the following equipment, but 
are not using it 'l Please consider letting us put it to 
work for the Lord in the NW Kansas mission field. 
We need: paper folder, collator, large paper cutter, 
large booklet stapler, multiple hole punch, plate 
making equipment for offset press. This is a real 
need. Church of Christ. 1100 Centennial, Hays, KS 
67601 or 913-628-3467. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 600 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
("512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
For Sale: Greyhound Diesel Bus, extra Clean 1963 
Model 4108, 39 Passenger, a/e, p/s, New tires, 
Intercom, P.A. Sound system. Do not be scared by 
the age of this bus. It is in excellent condition and 
suitable for trip anywhere right now. Call Kendall 
Henderson (612) 836-1721 or write 1604 Howard 
Ln. Round Hoek. TX 78664. 
YOUTH MINISTER needed. Should be able to work 
with all ages of youth, with emphasis on middle 
school and bi~b school. A very challenging work. 
Send resume, including references and salary history 
to Northwest Church of Christ, 2929 WNW Loop 
323. Tyler, TX. 75702, ATTN: Ben Starr or Jim 
McCoy. 
PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Graduate of Per
sonal Evangelism School is seeking position with 
church in mid-west. Other areas considered. Married 
with two children. Available now. References sup
plied upon request. Inquire to Jim Dexter at 901/ 
324-8831 or 901/324-0120 or write P.O. Box 22307, 
Memphis, TN 38122. 

The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is ln 
need of a sound Preacher 38 to 66 years of age. 
For congregation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO 694, GROOM, TEXAS, 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 
PREACHER and support needed: Group of Chris
tians meeting in Delavan, Wisconsin oince October, 
1980. Only church of Christ in county. 26 in at
tendance. Many willing to work bard. People in area 
are receptive. If you can help in any way, please 
call Jilm Coehoorn 608-676-4632 or write Delavan 
Church of Christ, Box 33, Delavan, Wisconoin 
63115. 
"Natalia Church of Christ is looking for a full
time minister. Three bedroom bouse with two baths 
furnished. Part of utilities furnished. Congregation 
of approximately 80 with a good salary. Contact 
Na.talia Church of Christ, Box 609, Natalia, TX 
78069." 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Washington, D.o. area.-20 minutes from 
our na.Uon's ca;»ltal, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexa.ndrla., Vlrain.la 
22301, phone (708) 886-3083 or 9'11-414'1. 
Mark N. Ricks, Evangelist. 
RETIRE In beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 8088, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving all7Where in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office Is independently owned and operated. 
WANTED-A complete set of the Millennia I Har
binger. Please write 821 N. Sunnyaide Rd., De
catur, IL 62522 or call 217-423-6218 or 217-422-0148. 

WANTED. Preacher to work with small but spirit 
rich congregation, approx. 20 members. Young 
single or seasoned family man acceptable. Possible 
need of partial support depending on Individuals 
needs. Housing provided. If interested send resume, 
tapes, etc. to: Maui Church of Christ, Hwy. 84-Rt. 
1, Box 1, Waiehu Beach Rd., Wailuku, Maul, HI 
96793, 808/244-6886. . 

Church in growing town of 4000, 60 miles west of 
Houston on 1-10, needs preacher by Jan. 1. Seek 
sound, experienced, age 30-50 family man to moti
vate membership of 60. Send resu!OO and sermon 
tape to Search Committee, Sealy Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 6, Sealy, Texas, 77474-0006 by Nov. 1. 

NEW LOCATION: September 1, 1981, the Jerry 
Harvill family will begin work as Pulpit Minister 
for the Southside church in Lexington, Kentucky. 
All correspondence, re: meetings and lectureships, 
should be sent to: Jerry Harvill, Southside Church 
of Christ, 1533 Nicholasville Road, Lexington, Ky 
42403. 
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE in Development need
ed for large child-care agency. Must be interested 
in people, willing to travel and learn concepts of 
planned-giving. Excellent benefits. Salary open. 
Contact: Floyd I. Stumbo, Executive Director, Chil
dren's Home of Lubbock, Box 2824, Lubbock, TX 
79408. Phone, (806) 762-0481. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
· OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

EXTENSION PROGRAM 
Indeptb Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2266, West Monroe, LA., 71291-0043 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread far com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers In the 
sman carton and three of tflese cartons to 
the large carto~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a goocl supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787~ 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Sixth Annual 
''SPIRITUAL SWORD" LECTURESHIP 

Oct. 18- 22, 1981 

JamesOoyd 

TomOrlght 

Wln lradCiorlt 

W. N . ( 8111 ) Jockaon 

Jockle Stdrsmon 

1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38111 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER18 
9~ P. COTHAM The Sin of Unauthorized Religions 

10:30 R. TURNER "Jehovah's Wllnesses'" Doctrine of Man (Soul) 
7:00 C. CATES What Is A "Cull"? 
7:50 G. MUSIC "Hell" According To "Jehovah's Wllnesses' " Doctrine 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 
9:00 I. RICE 

10:00 G. ELKINS 
11:00 M. PATIERSON 

1:00 R. STOUT 

2:00 W. WILDER 
3:00 P. McGEE 

7:00 J. BOYD 
7:50 F. SMITH 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
9:00 J. O'NEAL 

10:00 T. VARNER 

Oorrell Conley 

Roy Lanlot, Jr. 

RalphSiout 

The Threat of Hinduism To The Spread Of The Gospel 01 
Christ 

Some Absurdities Of Mormonism 
The People's Temple Christian Church 
International Society For Krishna Consciousness 
Scientology 
Unllarlonlsm 
Pentecostallsm-tts Doctrine Of Holy Spirit Baptism And 

Miraculous Gifts In General 
The Unification Church ("Moonles'1 
The "Unlly~n.Oiverslly" Theory Of No Dis fellowship On The 

Basis Of Dcx:trlno 
The Seventh Day Adventist Doctrine Of The Soul 
The Bible Wams Against Folse Teachers 

Mormon Doctrine Of God Versus The Bible Doctrine 01 God 
Astrology 

And raw Connally PenyColham Roy Deaver 

Pat McGee Noel Merideth Goebel Music 

Roben Taylor. Jr. Rex Tumor TorryVamer 

11:00 T. BRIGHT 
1:00 C. CHUMLEY 

2:00 W.WARDLAW 

3:00 J. STEARSMAN 

7:00 I. NORTH 
7:50 W. WINKLER 

Lunch Break· 11:45·1:00 
Dinner Break . 3:45-7:00 
ATIENDED NURSERY 

TUESDAY1 OCTOBER 20 
"Unlty·ln·Diverslty" And Denominationalism 
The Doctrine Of Sin And Salvation Of "Jehovah's 

Witnesses" 
Binding, Loosing, Perversion Of Scrtpture Under The " Total 

Commitment" Movement 
The "Unlly·ln·Diverslly" Movement And lis Doctrine Of 

Dlsfellowshlp re "Gospel" Only-Not "Ocx:lrlne" 
The Bible Is Our Guide-Our Only Guide 
The Seventh Day Adventist Doctrine Of "The Sabbath" 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 

9:00 D. CONLEY 

10:00 W. CLARK 

The Church, The Kingdom, And The Millennium According 
To "Jehovah's Wllnesses' " Ocx:trlne 

"Two Baptisms" Under Unlled Pentecostal Doctrine 
11 :00 J. GILMORE, JR. The "Unlly-ln·Divorslly" Theory Of The Distinction Between 

"Gospel" And "Ocx:trlne" 
1:00 R. LANIER, JR. 

2:00 G. WOODS 
3:00 G. HERRING 
7:00 T. WARREN 

7:50 G. WOODS 

"Extra Books" Of "Latter Day Saints" Contradict Each 
Other And The Bible 

Was Christ A Created Being? 
The Seventh Day Adventlsl Doc1rfne Of God 
One Can Be Saved By Believing And Obeying The Bible

The Book Of Mormon Is Unnecessary And Unscrlptural 
A General Look At Some False Doctrines 01 The Unlled 

Pentecostal Church 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 
9:00 R. DEAVER "Unity·ln.Oivorsity'; And Instrumental Music In Worship 

10:00 B. JACKSON The Manual Of The United Pentecostal Church 
11:00 R. TAYLOR, JR. Secular Humanism 
1:00 N. MERIDETH The Seventh Day Adventist Doctrine Of Hell 
2:00 R. DEAVER Tho Christian Science Doctrine Of The Godhead (Christ In 

3:00 R. DUNCAN 
7:00 A. CONNALLY 
7:50 A. HIGHERS 

Ray Duncan 

Ira North 

Particular), Doctrine Of Evil, Physical I llness 
The "Bapllsmal Formula" Of The Unlled Pentecostal Church 
The Doctrines And Militancy Of Islam 
The United Pentecostal Church's Doctrine Of The Godhead 
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The·Way Back to Unity 

We wquld like ito express some personal views on how 
to bring .. ~bout some degree of unity among the sects 
of the Restoration Movement. We believe that all who 
read JoJu:i.17 would agree that a closer walk with each 
other is both commanded and desirable. 

We believe that there is room for differences of opin
ion among individuals, or even entire congregations 
of people. Paul and Barnabas had differences between 
themselves, yet remained united in the faith. Jewish 
and gentile Christians had differences, such as resulted 
in the Jerusalem conference, yet they remained united 
in the faith. There is a place, even in a single city, for 
sister congregations who do not see alike on matters of 
opinion. However if congregations are determined to 
stay apart, as two separate fellowships, there had bet
ter be a reason that can be justified by the scriptures 
for the separation. 

There is no ground~ in so far as we can see, for con
gregations, or whole groups of congregations, to remain 
separated from each other simply to perpetuate dis
tinctives that are geographical, historical, or of per
sonal opinion. If divisions are going to continue it is 
absolutely essential that the basis of difference be de
fined in terms of what the Bible teaches, and clear 
delineation made as to where one group has departed 
from Scripture to such an extent that its constituents 
can no longer be adjudged faithful to the clear imprint 
of the scriptures. 

There was a time when all the Restoration people 
had a clear, bold commitment to the inspiration and 
inerrancy of the Scriptures, and were willing to speak 
where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is 
silent. Unity is possible so long as all of us continue to so 
hold. It was when some lost faith in this principle that 
·irreparable damage was done to our effort at unity. 

So long as there was a common commitment to the 
Bible alone, unadded to and unsubtracted from, we 
stayed together. When some decided that where the 
Bible is silent we are not bound, it became impossible 
for unity to continue because this breach of the very 
base upon which our unity rests made separation man
datory. 

So long as there was a common concept of the pure 
New Testament church, uncontaminated by sectarian 
bias, wholly undenominational in character~ there was 
unity. When we began to sectarianize that concept, di
vision was inevitable. 
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So long as the bare basics was the ground of unity 
the movement succeeded. Eloquently stated in the his
toric utterances of the pioneers these basics became 
the formula for a unity movement that swept the fron
tier. It was when the movement went beyond basics 
to the intricate machinery of government and imple
mentation that division came. 

We believe that the way back to the unity the move
ment once enjoyed lies in our willingness to overcome 
differences that have arisen over incidental and trivial 
matters which have arisen along the way. We have the 
ability to unite. It is the unwillingness that we are 
plagued with. Most all of our differences, if not all of 
them, are of such nature that they can.be overcome if 
we simply have the desire to overcome them. 

Most of the things that divide us have to do not with 
the Scriptures, but with what we want, what we like, 
and what makes us more comfortable in the things we 
want to do. These things become our battlefields. Our 
positions become our contentions because they are per
sonally ·important to us. We want others to accept our 
position because that would force them to move to us, 
rather than us to them. We, and they, enjoy the tug 
of war. Yet all these are trivials in the struggle for 
unity. They are so non-essential and so unimportant to 
all else but those of us to whom they have become dear 
issues. 

The unity of the church will never be established on 
any of our subordinate issues or standards. Therefore 
none of them can be viewed as the ultimate basis upon 
which we can unite. Many of these non-essential issues 
might even be retained within the framework of a 
united church without harm to any. One group may 
carry on its work in a way which another group rejects. 
Let it do so. One eats meat, while another eats only 
herbs. 

We believe that so--long as we observe the need to be 
united on the basis of faith, and so long as we can allow 
each other liberty in matters of opinion, and so long as 
we show charity toward each other, there is hope that 
we can narrow the gaps, heal our wounds and perhaps 
unite our people. 
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How can a person possibly experience 
the peace and joy which Jesus has prom
ised while burdened with concern for bil
lions of lost souls? We will have concern 
as long as one person is lost. So it seems 
that our joy is smothered out by the bur
den of the unsaved. How can we keep 
both our sanity and our concern? 

This discussion may seem to be an effort 
to justify niy lack of zeal. It is intended, 
however, to be an effort to discover that 
"my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.' 

The burden of the whole world does 
not rest on me. I am not to blame for its 
dire condition. It is my Father's world. He 
did not bring the evil, but he did permit 
it. He has not abdicated. When the whole 
world went sour in the time of Noah, God 
demonstrated that he was still in charge. 
In the time when his chosen people were 
in captivity because of idolatry, God re
minded that "the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men, and gives it to whom he 
will, and sets over it the lowliest of men," 
and that he "changes times and seasons; 
he removes kings and sets up kings" 
(Daniel4:17; 2:21). 

When we are tested to the limit, it is 
easy for us to feel that God has abdi
cated and left us as hapless victims of 
evil. The Israelites cried out in despair as 
the Egyptian cavalry trapped them· at the 
Red Sea. Moses urged them to stand still 
long enough to see that God was still in 
charge. David calms our bewildered 
hearts with, "Wait for the Lord; be 
strong, and let your heart take courage; 
yae, wait for the Lord!" (Psalm 27:14). 
And Isaiah tells us, "They who wait for 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
·shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they 
shall walk and not faint." (Isaiah 40:32). 
John Milton, on accepting his blindness, 
learned that "They also serve who only 
stand and wait." God knows the evil con
dition. The peace that passes understand
ing can come only to those who have 
learned to wait for the Lord. 

One of the most intriguing thoughts in 
the Bible is expressed by Paul: "When the 
fulness of time came ... " (Gal: 4:4). "It 
came to pass" is used many times. God 
plans and guides with infinite love and 
wisdom. Iri our impatience we may not 
want to wait for God to ful~ill his pur
poses. 

God had promised a son to Abraham 
and Sarah. Time passed. No son. Sarah 
suggested that they help God out by let
ting Abraham bear her a son through 
Hagar. Ishmael came. Years passed. Now, 
Abraham tried to help God out by sug
gesting that Ishmael be his heir. God had 
other plans. It was not yet the fulness 
of time. 

Moses· accepted the role of deliverer. 
He did not wait for the Lord. He killed 
the Egyptian, thinking that the Israelites 
would rally to the cause. But he had to 
run for his life, and he waited another 
forty years for God's timetable. 

I heard this story. A young man just 
out of high school was being urged by 
a Christian educator to attend college. 
The young man felt the urgency of lost 
souls in Africa and wanted to go there im
mediately. The educator insisted that he 
needed to get his education first. The 

God Is in Charge 
and He Knows His Own 

CECIL HOOK 

young man insisted, "I can't afford to 
waste four years in school because people 
are dying unsaved." To this the seasoned 
educator replied with compassion, "Young 
man. God knows there are souls dying un
saved in Africa, and he could have had you 
born four years earlier." 

Why did God wait so long to send Jesus? 
Why not send him in the time of Moses or 
Elijah. "But when the fulness of time 
came, God sent forth his Son .•• " 

Jesus said, "Go preach." For more than 
forty years I have been trying to do that. 
My big burden has been in converting. 
But that is God's task. If I will preach, he 
will take care of the converting. The power 
is in his Word, not mine. Maybe we try 
to help God out also in disappointing 
ways. We give crash courses to make 
soul-winning specialists, teaching the psy
chology of salesmanship, the latest soul
winning techniques, and the refined inter
pretations of the Church of Christ in 
order to convert the reluctant soul by 
overpowering him by our personality and 
techniques. These same tactics would sell 
·vacuum cleaners as easily, and the re
luctant buyer may not be too happy about 
his purchase after the salesman is gone. 

Do we really believe in the power of the 
Word and that God will work through it? 
Why are we not leading all others in 
distributing Bibles? There are countless 
millions of literate people. It is much 
easier to send Bibles than persons. But we 
seem to be convinced that persons cannot 
find salvation and the Church of Christ 
in the Bible by themselves. There is doubt 
that God can save through his Word 
without our explanations and techniques. 

World Bible School, initiated by our 
beloved Jimmie Lovell, has been success.: 
ful by depending more on the power of 
God to convert. Thousands in America 
have spread the message by mail and sent 
Bibles. These teachings have not been al
together without our guidance, but we 
have depended more on God for the con
verting. There is no way of knowing it, 
but I would guess that more souls have 
been saved overseas by this method in our 
generation than by all our missionaries 
combined. This is not meant to discourage 
missionaries. God forbid. But even mis
sionaries must trust God more than their 
techniques. Isaiah reminds us, "So shall 
my word be that goes forth from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I pur
pose, and shall prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it." (Isaiah 55:10-11). God 
is still in charge of it. 

. In the parable of the soils Jesus taught 
us that all will not be saved. God knows 
the stony ground. It may be America. You 
cannot make garden soil with a jack ham
mer, someone has observed. He knows the 
good soil. It may be India or Nigeria. 
Stony soil has frustrated many mission 
efforts and killed the spirit of many mis
sionaries. 

God knows the soil. He knows his own. 
He made it possible for the man from 
Ethiopia to learn the gospel. He directed 
Paul to a new continent to reach Lydia. 
He directed Paul through Thessalonica, 
Beroea, and Athens until he came to 
Corinth. There God assured Paul, "I have 
many people in this city" (Acts 18:10). 

A certain elder began to accept a more 
intimate working of God in his life. His 
new ideas were not readily acceptable in 
his congregation. He resigned. After sev
eral years passed in which I had no com
munication with him, he visited me. He 
was a changed man. He seemed to have it 
all together, being totally at peace. He 
told me of the pressures and frustrations 
he had felt formerly in his harried efforts 
to achieve for the Lord. Now, he explained, 
the pressure is gone because God sends 
the people to him, or him to the people, to 
whom he wishes him to minister. He be
lieves that God knows his own and still 
fills those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. . 

It was dark in Israel in the days of 
Elijah. The prophets of God were slain. 
Altars of God were replaced by altars of 
Baal. J ezebel kept 450 prophets of Baal at 
government expense. However, with Eli
jah's help, God began to change things at 
M t. Carmel. The prophets of Baal were 
killed. But now Jezebel vows to kill Elijah. 
He runs for his life, all the way down to 
Beer-Sheba. This weary and depressed 
man sat down under a broom tree and 
asked to die, saying, "It is enough; now, 
0 Lord, take away my life; for I am no 
better than my fathers" (1 Kings 19:4). 
This poor man had felt the burden of the 
world on his shoulders too long. Evil was 
winning, it seemed. Loneliness sapped his 
spirit. He had had it! 

God gave that despondent man food, for 
he still had travelling to do. Forty days 
later he is in a cave in Horeb. God called, 
"What are you doing here, Elijah" He 
answered, "I have been very jealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the people 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thy altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life to 
take it away." 
G~ called Elijah to the mouth of the 

cave to observe an awesome demonstration 
of God's power. There was a wind that 
broke rocks, followed by an earthquake, 
and then a fire. Now Elijah hears the still 
small voice! God agains asked him why 
he was there and Elijah repeated his same 
despondent wail of an answer. He was the 
only one left and they were after him! 
God told him to go and anoint Hazael 
to be king of Syria, Jehu to be king of 
Israel and Elisha to take his place. And 
God ~oncluded, "And him who escapes 
from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay; 
and him who escapes from the sword of 
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
that have not bowed to Baal." 

God was saying to Elijah, "You have 
'psyched' yourself out! You have tried to 
carry the world, but I am sti~I in charge. 
You did not wait for me nor hsten for the 
still small voice. You judged yourself to be 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Recent Publications in Restoration History 
JERRY RUSHFORD . 

Christianity has always affirmed an 
intimate connection between the activity 
of God a~d the course of human history. 
We are forever indebted to the past. It is 
the source of our very identity. In the 
present moment, which changes as we live 
it, the past is all we know. Without a 
knowledge of the progress of Christianity 
in history, we have no understanding of 
who we are or how we came to be. 

The above paragraph was the one I 
used to begin an article under this same 
title exactly two years ago in the Septem
ber 18, 1979 issue. It didn't occur to me 
at that time that a second article would be 
appropriate so soon. However, the field 
of restoration history continues to gener
ate considerable interest. The search for 
roots continues, as does the search for 
understanding those roots. 

In the last two years, significant ad
vances were made in reproducing primary 
source materials. Four classic biographical 
studies were reissued. Religious Book 
Service made available The Life of Jcvmes 
O'KeUy by W. S. MacClenny and the 
Memoirs of Alexander Campbell by 
Robert Richardson. Pepperdine University 
Press reprinted The Haz01rd of the Die: 
Tolbert Fanning and the Restoration 
Movement by James R. Wilburn, and Col
lege Press brought out W altetr Scott: 
The Voice of the Golden Oracle by Dwight 
E. Stevenson. Each of these valuable 
works was out of print. Their reappear
ance wiJl be greatly appreciated by new 
students in restoration history. 

Collections of sources are always of 
value, and College Press is to be thanked 
for reprinting Walter Scott's monthly 
paper, The Evangelist. Making this 
sought-after source material available 
again is a genuine service to the church. 
The ten volumes in this series provide 
insight into the principles and ideals of 
the first generation of the Campbell-Stone 
movement. 

The first four major periodicals to be 
published in this vibrant religious move
ment are now in print. They include 
Alexander Campbell's Christian Baptist 
(1823-1930) and Millennial Harbinger 
(1830-1870); Barton Stone's Christian 
Messenger (1826-1844); and now Scott's 
Evangelist (1832-1842). The publication 
of these old periodicals has placed a 
wealth of resource material within the 
reach of all. Every church that takes 
seriously the building of a church library 
should consider purchasing these valuable 
sets. 

A monumental work that has just been 
released is An Index to the MiUennial 
H01rbinger. This 776-page reference book 
was compiled by David Me Whirter the 
Director of the Library and Archiv~s at 
the Disciples of Christ Historical Society 
in Nashville. Students of restoration his
tory will ·long be indebted to McWhirter 
for his meticulous work, which will save 
future researchers hundreds of hours of 
reading and searching. 

An index of contemporary periodicals 
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in the Church of Christ has recently been 
publi_shed. The Christian College Li
br~n~ Index of Select Religious Peri
odu;als mcludes material from 20 different 
publications. The first volume covered the 
years from 1975 to 1977, and the second 
volume continued the project from 1978 
to 1980. Both volumes ran to approxi
mately 550 pages. Callie Faye Milliken 
Marsha Harper and R. L. Roberts hav~ 
been the editors of this important project. 

Copies of the index have been placed in 
each of our Christian college libraries. 

Some recent books that deserve a wide 
circulation in the church are Saga of a 
Mo-pement by Marvin W. Hastings; 
V01.ees Crying in the Wilderness: A His
tory of the Lord's Church with Special 
Emphasis on Australia by David Roper· 
Restoration Movements Around the World 
by William Ralph Wharton; and Our GM
den of Song: A Book of Biogratphy of 
Song Writers of the Church of Christ 
edited by Gene C. Finley. 

The volume by Hastings is an informa
tive and enjoyable survey of the Churches 
of Christ throughout the world gleaned 
from a lifetime of study. Numerous his
toric photographs grace its 400 pages. 
Roper's book is a 475-page narrative that 
is particularly well-documented in its 
treatment of the British Isles and Aus
tralia. The appendices and bibliography 
alone are worth the price of the book. 
Wharton relates the stories of indigenous 
restoration movements around the world. 
These movements either predated the 
American restoration movement or had no 
connection with it. Finley has provided 
us with a handsome book which contains 
over 100 biographies and many old pho
tographs in its 560 pages. 

Florida College published their 1981 
lectures under the title They Being Dead 
Yet Speak. This volume contains 15 bio
graphical studies of twentieth century 
leaders in the Church of Christ. Essays on 
New Testament Christianity, edited by C. 
Robert Wetzel, includes three articles on 
restoration history. The article by Wil
liam J. Richardson on ".Value Judgments 
in History and the Restoration Move
ment" is very enlightening. 

Several other books ought to be men
tioned. Historic Churches of Texas by 
Frank Driskill and Noel Grisham included 
eight congregations of the Church of 
Christ in its narrative. Ottis L. Castle
berry has written a fine biography of 
John T. Lewis called He Looked for a City. 
L. C. Sears, the Dean of Harding College 
for nearly 40 years, published a delightful 
autobiography entitled What is your Life? 
David Filbeck wrote The First Fifty 
Years: A Brief History of the Direct
Support MissiunMy Movement. This long
awaited book fills an important gap in 
restoration studies. 

Two excellent congregational histories 
have appeared recently. CaUed to Serve: 
A Biography of the South National 
Church of Christ, Springfield, Missouri 
by Richard Hughes, Royce Money and 

John F. Wilson is a great example of 
~hat ou~ht to be done in every congrega
tio~. This 1~-page book is attractive, high
ly mformatlve and well written. Equally 
valuable is Where There is Vision: A His
tory of the Lannar Avenue Church of 
Christ 1869-1980 (Paris, Texas) by John 
H. Cannon, Jr. For those who are con
teem plating writing a congregational his
tory, here are two good models. 

Four books are due off the press this 
fall. Restoration Roots by Lynn McMillon 
fs a rewriting of his doctoral dissertation 
at Baylor University. It will emphasize 
the Scottish roots of the American resto
ration movement and include chapters on 
John Glas, Robert Sandeman and the 
Haldane brothers. A History of the 
Church of Christ in Little Rock, Arka.nsas 
1900-1925 by Michael Wilson is the publi
cation of his M.A. thesis at the Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. Preachers of 
Today Volume V will contain biographi
cal sketches of approximately 1500 current 
preachers in the Church of Christ. "The 
Stone-Campbell Movement: An Anecdotal 
History of Three Churches by Leroy Gar
rett will be an 850-page narrative of the 
entire movement. 

In addition to these published works, 
some unpublished theses and dissertations 
are worth noting. J. W. McGarvey: His 
Role in Communicating the Conservative 
Approach to Scripture During the Rise of 
Liberalism, 1865-1911 by Richard 0. N. 
Halbrook, and The Theological Impact of 
tke Restoration Movement on American 
Methodism by Douglas Foster were two 
M. A. theses done at Vanderbilt. Pat Casey 
completed a doctoral thesis at the Harding 
Graduate School of Religion entitled The 
Role of the Preacher as Set Forth in the 
Gospel Advocate from 1895 through 1910 
with Beliefs and Consequences to 1980. 
Newell Williams wrote a doctoral disser
tation for Vanderbilt on The Theology of 
the Great Revival in the West as seen 
through the Life and Thought of Barton 
Warren Stone. 

One interesting doctoral dissertation 
that is still in progress at Vanderbilt is 
A Social History of the Churches of 
Christ, 1900-1940 by Stephen Wolfgang. 
The research in this project continues the 
series so ably begun by David Edwin 
Harrell. 

Several state histories are now under
way. Loyd Smith is writing a history of 
the Church of Christ in Oklahoma and 
:Jesse Clayton is gathering information 
for a similar history in Michigan. R. L. 
Roberts is preparing a volume that will 
relate the history of the Church of Christ 
in Texas between 1824 and the end of 
the Civil War, and Jerry Rushford is col
lecting materials for a California church 
history. Hopefully, the excellent material 
on the individual states compiled by Mac 
Lynn in his Missions Bulletin will even
tually be published in one book. 

A number of other important books 
should be ready for publication in the next 
year. The history of the black Churches of 
Christ will be described in a forthcoming 
book by J. S. Winston. Earl West is work
ing on a biography of Benjamin Frank
lin, the founder of the American Chris-

Continued on page 11 
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Early History of the Church in the Salt River Valley 
WILLARD H. MANN 

(This is a reproduction of the February 1975 printing of the 
history of the Church in Arizona.) 

I was born January 6, 1909 in the territory of Arizona before 
Arizona became a state. My father, Thomas Alvin Mann, came 
here with his father's family in covered wagons from Texas in 
1899. My mother, Lola Cartwright Mann, was born on the Cart
wright homestead in 1884 on what is now known as 51st Avenue 
and Thomas Road. 

I am the second of eight children in the family and all of us 
consider ourselves to be faithful Christians. 

My maternal grandparents R. J. and Sarah Cartwright came 
to Arizona with their family bringing with them a 16 year old 
orphan lad who helped Grandmother with the children and other 
chores around the camp. This Tom Brockman years later became 
the husband of my mother's elder sister, Addie Cartwright. 
Uncle Tom was a humble natural born church leader. From this 
Brockman family there are Gospel preachers from Northern 
California to Texas preaching in Spanish and English holding 
Gospel meetings and studies in California, the Canal Zone, 
Mexico, Republic of San Salvador, Texas and others. 

The following are some highlights of events which were told 
to me by my kinsmen who had an active part in establishing the 
first congregation of the Church of Christ in Arizona. Many of 
these events, however, are written from my own memories which 
date back before the first "meeting house" was built in Glendale 
in 1912 or 1918. The only other congregation was in Gilbert, 
Arizona. The Gilbert congregation had the first building, but 
we had the first congregation in the Cartwright school building 
in 1902. 

As close as I can remember, it was about World War I time 
when we engaged in a debate with the Mormons and converted 
several of their members. The evangelist was W. G. Roberts 
from California. It was only a short time afterwards that the 
church building burned from some unknown cause. 

The love and harmony between the Gilbert and Glendale con
gregations was like the congregations we read about in the 
Bible. Neither had a located preacher and always used the same 
evangelist in winter or spring meetings, In a cooperative effort 
to preach the Gospel in such missionary fields as Phoenix and 
other areas, together we purchased a large tent. Meetings were 
also held at the Adams school at 8th Avenue and Adams before 
a congregation was established in a rented store building on 
Grand Avenue. 

I have been told that the first member in Phoenix was Brother 
Michael Sanders who worshipped with the Christian Church. 

It was in 1902 that brother Sanders financed Brother G. W. 
Riggs to come from Tennessee and hold the first Gospel meeting. 

Brothers C. E. W. Dorris and J. W. Grant held meetings in 
the Cartwright school building and surrounding communities in 
1906 which gave the church additional publicity, but few new 
members. 

It was in 1912 or 1918 that Brother J. R. Chisolm of Texas 
read about the Valley in a religious publication and with no 
names or addresses he came to Phoenix. After much research he 
heard that there was a Church in Gilbert some twenty or more 

miles southeast of Phoenix. He walked the entire distance where 
he was able to locate some members who told him about our 
meeting south of Glendale. They gave him Uncle Elmer Cart
wright's address and he walked from Gilbert to Uncle Elmer's 
home, a distance of about 85 miles. 

Brother Chisolm held our first Gospel meeting in Glendale. 
Arrangments were made to have the meeting in the Church of 
the Brethren building. 

It was through the influence of Brother Chisolm that a lot 
was purchased to erect a building for a permanent congregation. 

A Brother and Sister Clark and their relatives moved to Glen
dale from a small congregation in Missouri. All the other mem
bers moved away, and Brother Clark, being the Treasurer, 
brought the treasury of $2.50 and put it in with the Glendale 
account. The original trustees were E. A. Cartwright, W. C. 
Clark and T. A. Mann. 

The first Gospel meeting in the new building was held by 
Brother A. E. Harper in March of 1914, with nine additions. 
Steven Settle held a meeting in the winter of 1915. E. A. Bedi
chek held a meeting the following spring with three additions. 

The first building had one room and was never locked. Three 
or four classes were held at the same time in this small room. 
Baptisms were in irrigation ditches. 

The original membership at the new building consisted of two 
family groups: R. J. Cartwright, Elmer A:- and Docia Mann 
Cartwright, Thomas Alvin and Lola Cartwright Mann and Ora 
C. and Ethel Cart'Yrlght Rennels in one family group; the other 
family group were Brother and Sister W. C. Clark, Brother 
Earl Garner, Brother Stubb Garner and Brother and Sister 
Lum Meadows. 

As I looked through the pages of the old ledger, I jotted down 
a few typical entries. Contributions, December 6, 1914, $2.75; 
December 18, 1914, $5.45; January SO, 1915, $1.60. End of month 
balance in treasury, $4.67. Payments to preachers, $10.00 to 
$20.00. 

Gospel meetings ran from two to three weeks. None of the 
families owned automobiles until about 1915. Gospel meetings 
were well attended in spite of the fact that it took us about an 
hour to travel the four and three fourths miles by horse and 
buggy. There were no paved roads until the 20's. Meetings were 
held in the winter because we had no way to cool the building 
in the summer. A crowd and a little stove wood made the build
ing very comfortable with proper window adjustments. 

The first congregation in Phoenix was on Grand Avenue near 
Five Points. Brother H. M. Collins who worked for the Santa 
Fe Railroad, was the preacher; there were also the Moore, 
Charley Wright and Ataway families, who were former mem
bers at Glendale. 

It would be extremely difficult to tell where each congregation 
originated. However, it can be truthfully said that from Gilbert 
and Glendale, all Salt River Valley congregations either directly 
or indirectly descended. 

Story reproduced August 17,1977. 

4788 No. 40th Ave., Phoeniz, AZ 85081 
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"When You Pray" 
BOB HARRISON 

Jesus was a continuous source of amaze
ment to those who were with him. He was 
the most thrilling personality that this 
world will ever see because he was "the 
wisdom and power of God!" 

But there was nothing that Jesus did 
which stirred more wonder and amaze
ment in his disciples than his prayers. 
They didn't ask the Master Preacher how 
to preach, but how to pray. "Teach us to 
pray." 

"And when you pray .•. " Prayer is not 
the most natural thing to do, because it is 
more natural to talk about God than with 
God. 
. Jesus is not talking about merely a 

planned time of prayer in Matt. 6:5-8, but 
rather whenever you need to pray, then 
this is what you should remember. 

Prayer is not an automatic, easy thing 
to do. Therefore, prayer has become to 
too many an exceptional thing, something 
to do in our lives from time to time, 
especially when we are in trouble. 

Why is it that we have so much trouble 
with our prayer life, instead of finding 
in it the real substance ana joy for our 
living? Why is it that we have to force 
ourselves to keep company with the 
Father? Why is it that we are too tired 
to pray, allowing TV or the newspaper, or 
even serving the Lord kill or crowd out 
our time for prayer? 

We have this uneasy feeling that the 
world of prayer is a strange and un
comfortable place to be, that we need the 
right conditions to pray and to tear our
selves away from our home in the world. 

How different was Jesus' praying! He 
came out of his prayerful contact with his 
Father, where he was really at home, into 
the strange and uncomfortable place of 
this world. 

Look at the the tremendous difference 
between Jesus and us. With much effort 
we arouse ourselves out of the comfortable 
concerns of this world to enter the 
strange and uneasy world of prayer. But 
some of us cannot even be aroused to 
prayer because of the riches, cares and 
pleasures of this world holding us back. 
On the other hand, Jesus lived in prayer, 
capne from prayer, and entered into the 
concerns of this world. We begin to see 
what is lacking, how completely we cut 
ourselves off from real life. So we pray 
short and hurried prayers which have be
come a real burden to us because they 
lack real strength and have no real quiet
ness to them. "When we pray," it's not 
usually when we are freshest and most 
alert either, because we are involved in 
things which we think are more urgent. 

That's why we think certain conditions 
have to be met before we can pray. We 
must have time and quietness though it is 
only in praying that we get this quiet
ness. We think that we must be in the 
right mood or right frame of mind be-
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cause of some great crisis in our lives or 
some terrible sin, etc., before we can 
pray. 

But what is Jesus saying in Matthew 
6:5-8 about our praying? 

We Are Commanded To Pray 
"And when you pray" "But you, when 

you pray "And when you are praying": 
All of this waiting for the right moods 
and moments when our hearts are full of 
care and fear that we can hardly do any
thing else but pray, is brushed aside by 
Jesus' repeated com11WJ/1Ul to pray in these 
verses. Don't wait to pray when there is 
a need to pray right now. "Pray without 
ceasing!" Always be ready to pray when 
you need to pray. 

What a relief this command can be to 
those in a state of doubt, tormented by 
the thought that praying may do no good, 
that it would only be like making a tele
phone call nobody answers. Jesus is 
promising us with this command that God 
will always be at the other end to listen 
whenever we pray. A praying· person 
knows that "if any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God ••.• But let him ask in 
faith without any doubting ... For let not 
that man expect that he will receive any
thing from the Lord, being a double
minded man, unstable in all his ways." 

A praying person doesn't understand 
everything about prayer but this one 
thing is certain, "when we pray" God will 
answer! "Call to me, and I will answer 
you.'' The more we call and get God's an
swers. to our prayers, the more we will 
want to pray. and not wait for certain 
moods and moments. 

We must remember that he who gives 
the command to pray assumes full re
sponsibility for answering us. We don't 
have to worry about who will answer us 
or whether he will answer us. Our respon
sibility is to pray, pray, pray and leave 
the answering of prayer to the God who 
can! So let's take him at his word and 
pray. "If you ask me anything in my 
name, I will do it! If you love me you will 
keep my commandm-ents!" 
"Go Into Your Room And Shut The Door" 

This, too, shows how unnecessary it is 
for us to walt for certain moods and 
moments to have an excuse to pray. We 
can come just as we are, at any time, be
fore God. 

By entering the quietness of our room 
of prayer and shutting the door we can 
put off all play-acting and thoughts that 
will disturb us in the quietness of this 
time, because there is no one around now 
that we can impress with our prayers. 

The devil doesn't work very hard on us 
when we have doubts and evil thoughts 
because he already has us where he wants 
us. But where we give the devil his great
est problems is when we are praying! 

He would rather have us out doing good 
than shut up in the quietness of our 
praying. 

¥e will allow us to do and believe any
th,ng (even the truth) if he can just keep 
us from praying! Why? He knows that 
prayer is where we will find our power to 
resist, watch and defeat him. 

If we fail to shut ourselves off in 
prayer, we can no longer cope with the 
world, much less the devil. We are no 
match for the devil and the world without 
God-" Apart from me you can do 
nothing." 

How can we minister to a lost world 
when we ourselves have lost our power to 
minister? How can we communcate to the 
world the good news of Jesus when we 
have cut off our communications with him 
who has overcome the world? 

Let us not wait for the right moods and 
moments to pray but let's shut ourselves 
off in prayer so we can run the devil off 
and give him something to worry about. 

It's about time God's people give the 
devil something to worry about for a 
change-and it begins with prayer 1 

Too Many Empty Words 
Jesus warns us that if we wait for the 

right mood and moment to hit us before 
we pray, we may use too many empty, 
meaningless words. 

The two most dangerous causes of 
disease in our prayer life are: 

(1) Using too few words, because we 
have .used ourselves up in thoughts and 
words in the world and have little energy 
left ot think and say when we need to in 
prayer. This problem can be cured by ap
plying Phil. 4:9: Have God's outlook on 
life, have prayer in the right place ·in 
our lives, dwell on right moments, and 
use ourselves up in right living. 

(2) Using too many words, because we 
do not really trust anything to God. Be
lieving Matt. 6:8 will cure this problem, 
"Your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him." He is already there aJuuu1, 
of your needs. Using empty words is like 
trying to knock a door down that is al
ready open. What a terrible distrust this 
is of him who has · already opened the 
door and is waiting for you to come in and 
leave your prayers at his feet to answer. 

Don't save your prayers up and run 
the risk of saying empty words. Pray! 
Pray! Pray! Jesus has already opened 
the door for us to pray to God through 
him, so we don't have to use empty words 
to open it. How else could we ever be heard 
by our Father, why else would he take 
such an interest in us, and desire to live 
in us that are but the dust of the earth? 

·we don't have to wait for certain 
moods and moments to pray. We need only 
to call and he will answer "abundantly 
more than all we ask or think.'' 

But this will take fai~h, and Jesus 
tells us a parable to illustrate the kind of 
faith needed to pray in Luke 18:1-8. He 
begins the parable with these words, "Now 
he was telling them a parable to show that 
at all times they ought to pray and to not 
lose heart!' He continues with the parable 
and closes with these words, "When the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith, on 
the earth?" 

What mood or moment are you waiting 
for? "When you pray," Pray Frequently! 
Pray Faithfully! Pray Fervently! 
1008 Magnolia, Waurike, Oklahoma 78578 
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A Condensed Story of the Bible {3) 
FRANK CHESSER 

The period of the Babylonian captivity 
contained a prophetic circuit consisting of 
Daniel, Ezekiel and Jeremiah. Daniel 
served in the royal court of Babylon. He 
exerted a profound influence on Nebuchad
nezzar, Belshazzard, Darius and Cyrus, 
kings of Babylon. Daniel Joins Joseph in 
Egypt and Mordecai, Eether and Nehe
miah in Persia as Jews who occupied 
prominent positions in heathen nations. 
Moreover, Daniel no doubt played a key 
role in the release of the captives, for in 
all probability, Cyrus' knowledge of his 
divine appointment was the result of 
Daniel showing him the prophesy of Isaiah 
(Isa. 44:28-45 :4; Ezra 1). 

While Daniel served among royalty, 
Ezekiel labored among the captives. In the 
fifth year of J ehoiachin's captivity, God 
set Ezekiel as watchman over Israel (Eze. 
1-3). In view of false prophets like 
Hananiah (Jer. 28) who prophesied an 
early end to the captivity and a complete 
restoration of Jerusalem, Ezekiel en
deavored to impress upon the minds of 
the captives that the captivity would in
deed be seventy full years and Jerusalem 
was going to be destroyed. He labors to 
show that although such divine judgment 
was inevitable due to the gross idolatry 
and sins of Judah, there was hope for the 
future. 

While Daniel and Ezekiel labored in 
Babylon, Jeremiah toiled in the homeland. 
Jeremiah's prophetic work began in the 
thirteenth year of Josiah, thus, twenty 
years before the first carrying away into 
Babylonian captivity and forty years prior 
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple. Consequently, much of Jeremiah's 
preaching consisted of strong rebukes for 
sin and explicit warnings of impending 
judgment. Subsequent to the first carrying 
away in 606 B.C., like Ezekiel, Jeremiah 
strove to convince the people . that con
trary to the false hopes being raised by 
certain false prophets, the captivity would 
last for seventy years. IIi view of this fact, 
Jeremiah penned a letter· to the captives 
in Babylon encouraging them to settle 
down to the routine of life (Jer. 29 :1-9). 
However, Jeremiah was also a prophet of 
hope, for not only did he prophesy of 
Israel's restoration to Jerusalem, he even 
purchased a field in Canaan by divine 
direction to serve as a symbol thereof 
(Jer. 29:10-14; 32:1-5). 

Isaiah 44 :28 declares, "That saith of 
Cyrus, he is my shepherd, and shall per
form all my pleasure; even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to 
the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid." 
Approximately one hundred fifty years 
later, in 536 B.C., having conquered Baby
lon just three years earlier, Cyrus issued 
a decree allowing all those Jews who so 
desired to return to Jerusalem and rebuilt 
the temple (Ezra 1 :1-3). This decree 
terminated seventy years of Babylonian 
captivity and commenced the first of three 
returns to Jerusalem. 

Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, 
fifty thousand Jews left Babylon and re-

turned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple 
of the Lord. Early in the second year, 
after settling in their various cities, the 
foundation of the temple was laid. Those 
who had not seen the grandeur of Solo
mon's temple shouted aloud with joy. 
Those who remembered the maginficence 
of Solomn's temple wept with a loud voice. 
Haggai made reference to the reason for 
their reaction when he asked, "Who is left 
among you that saw this house in her first 
glory? and how do you see it now? is it 
not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing?'' (Hag. 2:3). 

When Samaria fell to Assyria in 721 
B.C., Assyria repopulated the area with 
conquered people from other nations (II 
Kings 17:24-41). They intermarried with 
the Israelites who had been left in the 
land and, thus became a people of mixed 
race and mixed religion. These Samaritans 
offered to assist with the work on the 
temple. Their offer was not a manifesta
tion of genuine interest, for inspiration 
designates them as the "adversaries of 
Judah and Benjamin" (Ezra 4:1). When 
the offer of these religious syncretists was 
refused, they immediately began to frus
trate the work on the temple. The end 
result of their efforts is stated in Ezra 
4 :24, "Then ceased the work of the house 
of God which is at Jerusalem. So it 
ceased unto the second year of the reign 
of Darius king of Persia." Cyrus ruled 
over Persia for nine years. He was suc
ceeded by his son, Cymbyses, who reigned 
for seven years. Next in line was Smerdis, 
an usurper who ruled for about a year. 
Then came the Darius of Ezra 4 :24 who 
occupied the throne for thirty-five years. 
Thus, the work on the temple lay dormant 
from about the third year of Cyrus until 
the second year of Darius, a total of ap-. 
proximately sixteen years. 

Consequently, for the next sixteen 
yaers, not a single brick was laid on the 
temple. It is at this point that Haggai and 
Zechariah appear on the scene. Haggai 
arrives first with Zechariah appearing 
two months later. The purpose of Hag
gai's preaching was to stir up the peo
ple; to remove their lethargy and indif
ference and motivate them to resume their 
work on the temple. His preaching consists 
of: a severe rebuke for selfishness; an 
appeal for sober reflection; an effort to 
confront them with the consequences of 
catering to their own selfish interest and 
neglecting the work of the Lord; a plea 
for obedience; a contrast between the 
physical and temporary nature of the 
temple as compared to the spiritual and 
permanent nature of the church; an ex
Janation of the contaminating power of sin 
and a message of encouragement to Zerub
babel. 

In the eighth month of Darius' second 
year, Zechariah arrived to join hands with 
Haggai. He began with a fervent plea for 
repentance, calling upon Israel not to 
walk in the steps of their rebellious fore
fathers with whom God dealt exactly as 
the prophets had warned. Approximately 

On Seeking JEFF HOOD 

The reformation which began in Ger
many and Switzerland in the 16th century 
has influenced the whole world of Christ
endom. Such influential leaders as Luther, 
Zwingli, Calvin and Hubmaier issued a 
call to clean up the church. Some went 
further than others. Some understood bet
ter than others the plea of returning to 
the Bible as the only rule of belief and 
practice. But the general direction of the 
movement was toward a return to New 
Testament Christianity. 

While we will differ with many points 
in the thinking of these men, the direction 
in which they were moving and the char
acter they possessed should be a source of 
encouragement to us. They were men who 
lived in a time when to disagree with the 
pope was to put one's life in real danger. 
Yet they still spoke their convictions. 

Luther was ·called to the Diet which 
met in the city of Worms in 1521. The Diet 
demanded that he recant his "heresy.'' 
Luther felt so strongly about his beliefs 
that he answered, 

"Since then Your Majesty and your 
lordships desire a simple reply, I will 
answer without horns and without teeth. 
Unless I am convicted by Scripture and 
plain reason-! do not accept the au
thority of popes and councils, for they 
have contradicted each other-my con
science is captive to the Word of God. 
I cannot and I will not recant anything, 
for to go against conscience is ·neither 
right nor safe. God help me. Amen." The 
earliest printed version added the words 
"Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise." 
Again, while we may not agree with all 

Luther taught, can we not appreciate such 
a spirit? 

The Reformation which began in Ger
many in 1517, spread to this country in 
the late 18th century. Men such as Barton 
W. Stone, Thomas and Alexander Camp
bell, J. W. McGarvey, Walter Scott, Moses 
Lard and a host of others carried on the 
tradition of courage and conviction. 
Alexander Campbell reflected the courage 
of the day when he said, 

"I have endeavored to read the Scrip
tures as though no one had read them 
before me; and I am as much on my 
guard against reading them today, 
through the medium of my own views 
yesterday, or a week ago, as I am 
against being influenced by any foreign 
name, authority, or system whatever." 
Because the plea of returning to the 

Bible in all things is so basic, it is mean
ingful for all Christians in all ages. And 
when we quit seeking, we will have lost 
that which makes Christianity living and 
viable. 
Vandelia church of Christ, 2002 60th 
Street, Lubbock, TX 79412 

three months later, Zechariah received a 
series of eight visions for the purpose of 
encouraging and strengthening the Jews 
and motivating them to continue their 
work in completing the temple. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Biblical word ''Woe" or 

"Boy, Am I in for It Now!'' 
"Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am 

a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!" (Isaiah 6 :5) 

That's the WOE. Not a very frequent 
word in our journals or fellowships. But 
it's an encounter word. A word that sum
marizes part of what man experiences 
when he encounters God, or rather, when 
God encounters him. 

There are two main encounter words. 
One refers .to the pain, grief, terror, dread 
and horror that clutches one whose initial 
meeting with God reveals his sin, incom
pleteness as a person, exposes God's judg
ment and reveals the gulf between God 
and man. The other word refers to the 
splendor, glory, unbelieveableness and 
magnificence of a liberating Encounter 
that renews and transcends human limi
tations. 

One word speaks of bad news; the 
other of good news. The first word is 
"woe," the second is "wow." Much has 
been written about the Wow. I want to 
write about the Woe. 

A profound sense of WOE may have 
one of several different sources. This over
whelming conviction of. judgment or 
dread may arise from a realization of 
violating what's right. Or it may come 
from a spiritual vision of the Holy One. 
It may spring from an emotional wound 
that tears shreds in our heart or from a 
pronouncement of judgment. 

"Woe is me because of my hurt!" Jere
miah wailed. Jesus utilized the common 

MICHAEL HALL 

biblical phrase of judgment when he en
countered the Pharisees and declared un
equivocally, "Woe unto you .... " 

Within the intensely personal devotional 
literature of the Psalms exists two ex
treme styles of passion; the woe and the 
wow. Those who composed thqse poems 
were apt to be either in the ecstasy of 
delight, praising God and dancing for joy 
or in the pit of despair, yelling in terror. 
Sometimes they sang joyfully of the en
counter. Sometimes they could do nothing 
but scream out for help, deliverance, res
cue. 

Times haven't really changed since the 
Psalms were penned. In today's culture, 
we still pronounce wow and woe upon life. 
We tend, I think, to say Wow a lot. We 
like the wow and seek for it. We even have 
television shows which try to astound us, 
cause us to marvel, to be amazed, to say, 
"That Incredible!" 

Woe is less frequently said. And usually 
not because of religious encounter in wor
ship with God, but because of life-prob
lems, hurts and disappointments. Some 
people, on the other hand, seem hooked 
on the Woe. Eternal pessimists, skeptics, 
self-depreciators, prophets of doom; they 
seem to thrive on misery. A woe is any
thing that motivates you to say or think, 
"Boy, am I in for it now!" 

We express the woe by complaining and 
griping, unless we're addicted to com
plaining. We express it by words of self
pity and by catastrophizing. There's lots 
of ways of saying, "Woe is me" in today's 
world. 

Evangelism-A Different Approach WILFORD NORMAN 

Today, more than ever before, there are 
soul saving workshops, personal evan
gelism programs, home Bible studies, 
campaigns, correspondence courses, tracts, 
bus ministeries and various other evan
gelistic efforts. Despite all of these things, 
the Lord's church is not experiencing the 
growth that these endeavors should pro
duce. Many of our preaching brethren de
vote a great deal of energy and time to 
the task of trying to convince the mem
bership that everyone is obligated to en
gage in personal evangelism. The net re
sult of such preaching is that many mem-

. hers get a guilt complex and many more 
become discouraged to the point of despair. 

In no way is this intended to minimize 
the importance of any of the evangelistic 
efforts being used; however, we know 
from I Cor. 12 and Rom. 12 that not all 
of us have identical talents or functions. 
Not all of us can knock doors or teach 
classes but we all can, and must, find some 
kind of ministry for which our talents 
are suited. 

In Matt. 13, we learn that only the seed 
planted in good ground will produce 
bountifully. Seed sown in unprepared 
ground either will not germinate or will 
wither and die. In like manner, when we 
sow the seed of the kingdom in unreceptive 
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hearts they will not produce fruit. Before 
our verbal teaching can be effective, we 
must first teach by example. We must 
win the friendship, confidence, respect 
and admiration of those we hope to con
vert. 

This will result only when we bear fruit 
-the fruit of the spirit. Gal. 5 :22-23. 
When the fruit of the spirit is manifested 
in our lives, sinners with whom we come 
in contact will see that we enjoy a quality 
of life far superior to theirs and they will 
be more receptive to our teaching. In 
other words, the ground will be ready for 
sowing the seed. We may not all be able to 
do the sowing but we all can have a part 
in preparing the ground. 

Often we hear it said that if we see 
someone with a terminal illness and we 
know a doctor who can cure that illness, we 
have an obligation to tell the one who is ill 
about that doctor. However, if the per
son does not know he is ill, or does not 
have confidence in us, he will not be in
fluenced by our recommendation. 

Perhaps we might be more sucecssful in 
our evangelistic efforts if we all concen
trate our attention upon bearing fruit-
the fruit of the spirit. 
6625 Fish Pond Road, Waco, Texas 76710 

The important thing during a WOE is 
to handle it with this insight: God allows 
us to have woes in order to lead us to His 
Wows! 

If you have a woe, don't quit God. Don't 
get mad at God. Don't threaten to throw 
all your moral values, faith, hope or love 
out the window. Take your woe seriously. 
Sense how deeply the woe hurts, cuts and 
underscores your deeper needs, and the 
deepest need of all-your need for God 
himself. Quit living superficially. Stop 
living a shallow life of superficial emo
tions. Instead of represing the negative 
emotions, own them as yours, recognize 
their terror and take them to the only one 
who can heal them. 

We're so created that we have some very 
deep psychic needs which only the Creator 
can fulfill. The Almighty frequently en
counters us IN our woes. Pain, after all, 
isn't the worst thing in the world. What's 
worse? Failing to meet and know our 
Maker is far worse. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Final Destination 
ANCIL JENKINS 

"We hope you enjoy your stay in 
------or whatever is your final 
destination. . . ." These are often the last 
words one hears as the airplane has landed 
and is moving to the terminal. To me, 
these words are usually chilling. As I hear 
them, I hope and pray that Dallas or 
Memphis or Los Angeles or wherever on 
earth is not my final destination. 

As Christians, we have a higher goal. 
As we are away from our loved ones, we 
think so often that we want to be home 
more than any place else. Home may be a 
fine mansion, or a small apartment, but 
it is the place we want to be. This is only 
right, but our final destination should be 
higher than this. Paul urged the Colos
sians to " ..• set your affections on things 
above . . • where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God" (Col. 3:1). It is no ac
cident that Paul urged that our "affec
tions be set on heaven. He knew no man 
would be in heaven who did not first have 
his heart set on going there. 

We will "not reach heaven by accident. 
Jesus said in Luke 13:24, "Strive to enter 
in by the narrow door .•.. " The word 
·"strive" means, "to make a great effort." 
One lexicon says it means, "to strain every 
nerve .... " If we were to ask someone, 
"Do you want to go to heaven?," they 
would reply, "Yes." If we were to ask, 
"Are you willing to strain every ner-ve 
to get there?", what would the answer be? 
This is what it will take. Those who reach 
heaven, will not be there by accident. 

There are two possibilities for our final 
destination. Jesus teaches us there are two 
gates, two ways, twt> destinies. One is life, 
and one is death both of them eternal. 
He presents life. He promises his help. He 
gives encouragement. Yet he leaves the 
decision to us. What will be your final 
destination? 
1701 Gold Ave. S. E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87106 
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What About "Values Clarification" in Our Schools? 

Should "Values Clarification" be taught 
in the curriculum of our public schools? 
This question should be of great concern 
to all parents whose children attend public 
schools. 

To answer this question we must first 
define what we mean by Values Clarifica
tion, and identify its source. What is it? 
Where did it originate? And, how did it 
get started in our public schools? These 
are relevant questions. 

Values Clarification sounds good. But, 
it is a method initiated by the Humanists 
to reshape society's concept of morality. 
The best place to accomplish this goal, 
naturally, is with our youth. And, what 
better way is there to implement this goal 
than through the public schools, at the 
taxpayers' expense? 

Therefore, in order to mold the future 
morality of this country, Humanism is 
using this very effective tool for a "new 
morality.'' Actually, "values clarification" 
is a smokescreen to teach that there really 
is no absolute moral standard of right and 
wrong, but that everything is relative to 
to the situation. In other words, the end 
justifies the means whether right or 
wrong. 

The Bible teachers that there is an abso
lute standard of right and wrong, and those 
who disregard this standard sin. Chris
tianity supports this premise ·but is fast 
losing ground. The Bible makes it abun
dantly clear that parents are the ones 
who should teach morality to their chil
dren, and not the schools, even though 
public schools should reinforce this prin
ciple. 

The ironic thing is, that the public 
schools are not permitted to teach religion, 
per se, in the classrcom. However, Human
ism was declared to be a religion by the 
Supreme Court, (Watkins vs. Torcaso, 
367 U.S. Report, pg. 495, footnote 11). 
Thus, the Bible and its teachings on 
morality are discriminated against by our 
Government. This is a serious charge, but, 
an accurate one. The teaching of Evolu
tion, as opposed to the Creation Story, is 
another example. Oh, but for the precious 
jewel of consistency! 

The Humanist use a seven-step method 
to teach a morality. 

1) The child must choose the value 
freely. (Free from any previous in
struction from parents or religion) 

2) The child must choose from alter
natives. (Even if the alternatives 
differ from his moral code) 

GLENN RANDOLPH 

3) He must choose after considering 
the consequences. (But what child is 
mature enough to realize the impact 
of future consequences?) 

4) After choosing, he must cherish the 
value. (Hold on to it tenaciously, 
whether right or wrong) 

5) He must then affirm the value 
publicly before his peers. (Peer group 
pressure is used to reinforce it and 
to make it more difficult for him 
to "chicken out") 

6) He must act upon the value. (Prac
tice what he has avowed, even if 
wrong) 

7) Act upon the value regularly. ( Es
tablish it as a consistent behavioral 
pattern) 

These seven steps are used to convince 
the child that he has the inherent right to 
do his own thing, and to establish his own 
life style, separate and apart from any 
parental help or religious instruction. One 
doesn't need to be a Solomon to see the 
import of this teaching. 

After these seven steps have been 
utilized, role playing then becomes the 
leverage to further break down the 
child's defenses. This is accomplished by 
questionnaires, hypothetical problem solv
ing, survival games and open-ended situa
tions such as the following: "If the world 
becomes so populated that food is not in 
sufficient quantities to feed everyone, who 
should be allowed first choice in this "life 
or death situation?'' It is quite obvious 
that this method is reinforcing Euthansia, 
or so-called "mercy-killing." If the child 
is unable to arrive at the answer, then the 
teacher is to help by suggesting alterna
tives. (And it is interesting also that 
teacher's manuals are all but impossible 
to get your hands on.) These manuals in
struct the teacher how to guide the dis
cussion. 

This system of infidelity is disguised 
with sophisticated terminology such as 
valuing skills, self-awareness, self
evaluating skills, decision-making, inter
personal relation skills, or "values clari
fication." Films, textbooks, workbooks, 
plays, role-playing, etc. are the tools of 
the trade. Issues generally discussed are: 
Premarital and extramarital sex, homo
sexuality, lesbianism, incest, abortion, 
euthansia, murder, drugs, communism, 
disarmament free enterprise, socialism, 
children's rights, divorce and women's lib. 

Parents should be on the alert for signs 
of such, by talking to their children and 

listening to what they say. Ask them to 
tell you about what they did in school 
today. Examine closely their materials, 
books and assignments. If possible, visit 
the library and talk to their teachers. 
Monitor textbooks, especially those dealing 
with social science, history and biology. 
You cannot be helpful unless you are in
formed, however, you are responsible 
whether informed or not. If such exists, 
protest! 

Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

A CONDENSED STORY OF 
THE BIBLE (3) 

(Continued from page 7) 

Two years after the work on the temple 
had been resumed, a deputation of Jews 
arrived in Jerusalem to inquire about 
continuing their fasts in the fifth month 
over the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Zechariah responded with a stunning re
buke. He pointed out that their fasts had 
not ·been divinely decreed. Instead of 
mourning over the destruction of J erusa
lem, they should have been weeping over 
the sins which caused the destruction and 
the subsequent captivity. The prophets 
called for judgment, mercy and truth. 
However, their fathers "made their hearts 
as an adamant stone," and thus, refused 
to hearken. Their rebellious spirit left 
God with no alternative. The whirlwind of 
destruction was the inevitable conse
quences of their sin and God's holiness and 
justice. However, God's plans called for 
the restoration of Jerusalem and a return 
to prosperity (Zech. 7-8). 

The result of the preaching of Haggai 
and Zechariah is stated in Ezra 6:-14-15, 
"And the elders of the Jews builded, and 
they prospered through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 
son of lddo. And they builded and fin
ished it, according to the commandment 
of the God of Israel, and according to the 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and 
Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house 
was finished on the third day of the month 
Adar, which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king." Thus, the 
temple was completed in 516 B.C., twenty 
years after the foundation had first been 
laid upon the return from Babylonian 
captivity, and four years after the work 
was resumed under the preaching of Hag
gai and Zechariah. 

Rt. 5, Whiteoak Rd., Thompson, Ga. 30824 

9 [585; 



0 --------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
THE 14th ANNUAL 

WORLD EVANGELISM FORUM 
Sunset Church of Christ 

34th and Memohis- Lubbock.. Texas. 79410 

THEME: 

RE-EDUCATING THE CHURCH 
FOR WORLD EVANGELISM 

Sept. 1 8-20, 1 981 

• SPECIAL BANQUET: 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. at Sunset Bldg. 

• SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Reuel Lemmons will speak to Elders, Deacons, 
Preachers, Missionaries, and Concerned Christians 
on the subject: "Must the church die in our hands?" 

Reuel Lemmons, Ed Wharton, Stephen Ma, Ted Kell, 
Richard Rogers, Jim Woodruff, Jim Massey, Wendell 
Broom, Tex Williams, Cline Paden, Nat Cooper, Don 
Solomon, Keith Robinson 

BE PRESENTI BE INFORMEDI BECOME INVOLVEDI 
~._ __________________________________________________________________ __ 



GOD IS IN CHARGE, AND 
HE KNOWS HIS OWN 

(Continued from page 3) 
the only righteous person, but I am the 
judge. Had your judgements not been so 
narrowed, you would have had the 
strength of seven thousand people to aid 
you and dispel your loneliness. I am still 
in charge and I know who are my own. 
Wait for me!" 

Jesus did not call us to bear heavier 
burdens and wear more galling yokes. 
Jesus still invites, "Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur
den is light" (Matt. 11:28-30). 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 
78130 

---o---
RECENT PUBLICATIONS IN 

RESTORATION HISTORY 

(Continued from page 4) 

tian Review, and John Neth is writing a 
biography of George Forrester, the Pitts
burgh educator who baptized Walter 
Scott. Adrian Doran and J. E. Choate 
are collaborating on a biography of the 
noted Christian scholar, Hall L. Calhoun. 
The Restoration Movement will receive an 
entire chapter in The American E'Van
gelical Mosaic, edited by Timothy L. 
Smith of Johns Hopkins University. 

The time is ripe to challenge our mem
bers to discern anew the richness of our 
heritage in the Restoration Movement. 
By telling us what our forefathers did, 
church history inspires us in two direc
tions: to respect their achievements, great 
in their day, and to strive to equal their 
resourcefulness and courage. 
Pepperdine University, Heidelberg, Ger
many 

"BOY AM I IN FOR IT NOW!" 

(Continued from page 8) 
But after your woe has served as a path

way to your Maker, don't stay in the woe. 
God only USES the woe. He doesn't allow 
it or give it as a place of abode. Gloom, 
despair pessimism, sorrow and pain are not 
the dwelling places for those who meet 
God. They are only learning points in the 
pilgrimage of discipleship. Move on then 
from your Woe into God's Wow. It's God's 
gift for you-if you will receive it. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

FAULKNER and BRECHEEN 

plus hundreds of other presentations on video tape. Sales or rentals. 

Send for free catalog. CHRISTIAN VIDEO SERVICE, Box 4174, 

Lancaster, Calif. 93539. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits 11What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429·1403 

Position Open Immediately 

Christian college seeks experienced social worker with 
at least a master's degree to join undergraduate social 
work faculty. Send letter and resume to: Dr. B.]. Naylor, 
Dean of Instruction, Freed-Hardeman College, 
Henderson, TN 38340. 

Freed-Hardeman College is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

Freed-IIardennan 
College 
Henderson, Tennessee 38340 
(901) 989-46ll 
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WACO HAS UNUSUAL OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITY 

Through tbe Texas State Technical In
stitute at Waco, Texas, a door has been 
opened to t he world, and the Lakeshore 
Drive church is stepping through it. T he 
TSTI campus sits on 2,200 acres, and at 
present accommodates 4,500 students from 
49 states and 39 foreign countries . By 
1990 it is expected that more than 10,000 
students will be in training for vocational 
work around the world. 

The Vocational school offers 65 degree 
programs, and industry a round the world 
is hiring students off this campus. It is 
estimated by. college officials that 85 per
cent of foreign students will return to 
their native lands. They come from Kenya, 
Nigeria, Mexico, Red China , Mongolia
you name it. When they go home, it is the 
purpose of the Lakeshore Drive church 
that they take with them a knowledge of 
the Lord J esus Christ, and an evangelistic 
zeal to share him with their countr ymen. 

Most foreign students are 25 or older, 
and come f rom upper middle class fami
lies. L imited work has been done in the 
past on this campus, but a new thrust is 
planned. Larry Williams has been em
ployed to work exclusively on campus. He 
will be assisted by Tyrone Mynhier, the 
local minister. 14 have been baptized, and 
presently 4 of them are preparing for full 
time ministry. From this campus the gos
pel has already spread into 9 states and 
3 foreign lands. Converting people, and 
maturing them, so that they are qualified 
and prepared when they return to their 

former environment i s the aim of the pr o
gl·am." We want to train vocational mis
sionaries," Williams said. The Administra
tion of the college is cooperative and en
couraging. 'l'he project will be watched 
with interest by other churches who have 
similar opportunities. 

THE FORTH WORTH LECTURES 1982 

The fifth annual Fort Worth Lectures 
will be conducted January 10-14, 1982, at 
the Brown Trail congregation, 1810 Brown 
Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas. The 
theme this year will be, ' ' Difficult Texts 
of the Old Testament Explained." Wen
dell Winkler, director of the Brown Trail 
School of Preaching, will serve as director 
of the lectureship. An open forum, a lead
ership dinner, various luncheons, displays, 
ladies classes, and free lodging will ac
company the lectureship. 

WANTED: POSITIVE PEOPlE 
Full·time state managers and full or 
part-time sales representatives for a 
creative firm marketing pre-recorded 
audio and video programs (religious, 
business, educational, and personal 
lines) and related equipment. Write 
to: Vice President, International 
Audio-Visual Services, 4121/2 W. Main, 
Stroud, OK 74079. 

~ 
""~e. 

Churches are seeuringlunds I\. to build! 
... Huntsville, Ala. 
... Alamogordo, NM 
... Indianapolis, Ind. 
... Amarillo, Texas 
... Garden Grove, CA 

$1,400,000 
215,000 
700,000 

3,000,000 
125,000 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS 
WILL TELL YOU HOW! Affiliated Managers, Inc. 

5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 

F 
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"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

(806) 352-5603 
We're planning to build and need funds. Please 
tell us how those churches secured funds to build. 

Name of co ngrcgntion 

Address 

City Stal e Zip 

Individual's Name/ Function in congrega tion 

Telephone ------ ------

(Clip and Mail - U.S.A. only) 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for c om
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge ca rton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage a nd handling. 

F irm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
Of= 

cbaRcbes q:: CbRfst 
fnsaRance gRoap 

.~ .. .... 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

o MAXIMUM BENEFIT ... . .. $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT . . . . . . No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY . . . . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED . ..... .. . ...... $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE . . . . . . . . In-Hospital none 
Out·Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE ....... ....... $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE (Monthly) . ..... $104.52 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly . .. . ... $44.38 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) .. .. .. .... .. $25.00 

Write or Call for Informat ion: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Servitzg the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin'"e 1975" 
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2nd Annuql 

HOT SPRittGS SOUL WlttttlttG WORKSHOP 
Oc:tobcrr 1. 2. 3. 1981 e Hot Springs. fiR 

G. P. Holt Jerry Jones Reuel Lemmons 

Charles Hodge Doyle Maynard Cline Paden 

Other Workshops Speakers: 
J ule Miller Al Jolly 
Judy Miller Opalene Kail 
David Burke Mike Peters 
Nick Young Pat Glenn 
Jerome Williams Ted Cherry 

SOULvr EttERGY for thv '80s 

For more information, contact: 
Richard Street Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 501/624-4132 
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HARDING TEACHER l>ROGRAM 
APPROVED 

Searcy, Ark.-Harding University 's 
T eacher Educat ion Program has been 
g ranted the maximum seven-year accredi
tation by the National Council for Accred
itation of Teacher Education (NCATE) . 
The announcement was made by Lyn 
Gubser, NCATE director. 

Accreditation applies to the University's 
bach elor's degree progra ms for elemen
tary, secondary, special education and 
K-12 teachers. The approval will be valid 
throug h September 1, 1988, in keeping 
with new NCATE requirements for r e
examination a t least ever y seven years. 

The t eacher Education Program, which 
has been in existence s ince 1961 and has 
been fully accredited by t he NCATE eval
uation team in March. 

Dr . Bobby Coker, dean of the School of 
Education, submitted to the examiners an 
institutional self-study based on recent 
a lumni surveys. The report was validated 
by the evaluation team and was presented, 
along with the team's own written report 
and Coker's response, to t he National 
Council. 

"We're very pleased with the reac
creditation," Coker said. "We feel that it 
attests to the quality of our program and 
to the quality of our g1·aduates . 

"It's a very important step for ou r stu
dents," he added. "Through t he a ccredita
tion, it is possible for ou:t; graduates to 
obtain certification in most st ates." 

I n the past 15 years, Harding Univer
sity has tr ained more t han 2,800 ele
mentary and high school t eachers, many 
of whom have remained in Arkansas to 
teach in the public schools. 

NASHVILLE SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
T O BEGI N SEPT. 14 

Nashville-F all regis tra tion for the 
Nashville School of Preaching has been set 
for Sept. 14 at 6 :30 p.m. at David Lips
comb College. The school will be held in 
t he William Anderson Preaching Tr ain
ing Center on the campus. Classes will 
conclude Dec. 11. 

Dr . Tom Holland, director of the school 
and the Ha rpeth Hills Professor of 
Preaching, encourages t hose who plan to 

attend the school to get their applications 
in early. 

Courses offered al t his year's school in
clude : Introduction to the Old T esta
ment, The Book of John, English: Part I, 
The Life of Chr ist, Early Church His
tory, Restoration Movement, Preparation 
of Sermons, Greek, Acts, Scheme of Re
demption, and Expository Teaching. 

'l:'he . Nashville School of Preaching, 
wluch JS free of charge, e-xcluding books 
lodging and transportation, is a night 
school. It i s cond ucted for the benef it of 
those who must work to suppport them
selves but wish to attend classes. It is 
made possible, in large part, by the gen
erous contributions of the Harpeth Hills 
Church of Christ which funds the Harpeth 
Hills Chair of Preaching Training. 

For more information or applications 

wri te to Tom Holland, % David Lipscomb 
College, Nashville, TN 37203. 

Reprin ts of any single pa ge article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation ma y be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
oes n111 accepted. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY O~RECT 

fOR FREE CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800·527·8438 1 
TEXAS CAll COllECT2l4-m -LS04 

OR IIRIT£ 

4 SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
._.,.. BOX t 308 · · JACKSONVILLE TX 75766 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICAT IONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy W ood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

MOt 
Can you alford -\ to build? 
Many congregations are d iscovering how to 
fin a nce new b uild ing prog ra ms . . . eve n in 
these ti mes . 
Churc h fina ncing is our business. W r ite or call us 
fo r free information . 

A ffiliate d Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

"The Cornerstone of Church Flnanclns" 

HOMECOMING DAY 
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OCTOBER 4, 1981 

All former members and friends of the Alto Rd . Church of 
Christ are invited to come HOME and spend an exciting 
and spiritua lly rich day with us. 

Speakers: 

W. C. Anderson 
and 
Lynn Brust 

AlTO RD. CHURCH OF CHRIST 
600 E. AlTO RD. 
KOKOMO, IN 
(317) 453-1448 
(317) 453-1457 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 15, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In thfa section $1.50 per line. Designed especlaJbo to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOB.T HOOD - KILLEEN, TmXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, M:lnister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DmNVIIlB.. COLORADO 80228 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHB.IST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Jerry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. l"ing St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; .Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CIIA.THA.M, N. ~.. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHB.IST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 

BA.Y A.lllllA. SCHOOL OF PlliDA.OHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

PleaaiUltoD, Oallfo~ &a68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16566 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seatt~t Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to t.ne Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1Zth and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mfnfaters: Lewis Frisby, 714-6ZZ-Z586: 

____ __,,..;;P:...:a::;:u::.:l:....H=:::::arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center st., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4388. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 220G E. Horgan A. ve.. 
u.s. 460 Eaat Oppoalte K-Hart. Office 4'1'1· 
527'1. Dobb7 Wade, HID. 4'18-40GO. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-VaUey Chureh of 
Christ. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P .0. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX 76423, (214) 568-4642. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ In San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 612-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78686." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wt>f1. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79n-2311. 
Con!ll'egation of 100 plus in a community of 25,000 
desires sound mature energetic Individual to assume 
pulpit preaching responsibilities, provide leadership 
for Sll'Owlng personnel work program and work in 
other ways with active congregation programs In 
bussing, visitation personnel work, radio and news
paper outreach. Excellent physical facilities includ
ing home provided. Send resume to Reed Munsell 
888 Williams. Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
(402) 463-1464 (402) 462-8469. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78356. 
"Limited number of theater seats at a price you 
can't turn down I Contact Georgetown Church of 
Christ. Box 82, Georgetown, TX 78626 or call 
512/868-3071 or 868-3083." 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 ln growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
9'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

PLANNING TO BE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 'l 

WOTShip with the 
Church of Christ in HollYWood 

600 North Rossmore (at Clinton) 
Loa Angeles, CA 90004 

Sunday WOTBhip 11 A.M., 6 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Robert E. Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (218) 463-6862 

1% miles south of HollYWood and Vine 
(Vine becomes Rossmore at Melrose Ave.) 

We're on the move I Now Averaging 186, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently. 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2666, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Full time far 11mall con
gregation of approximately 60 members. Spiritual 
maturity and experience desired. Please send resume 
to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 
85326. 
"El\1'-:;p""L-=o"='y=M':":E=:N,..,.T=-: --,N,.O""R=TH=E=R~N=---:c=-A:-::L:-::I::::F::-:::0:-::R:-=No;::I~A. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, cont:tct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707 I 448-3657." 
DO YOU have any of the following equipment, but 
are not using it 'l Please consider letting us put it to 
work for the Lord In the NW Kansas mission field. 
We need: paper folder, collator, large paper cutter, 
large booklet stapler, multiple hole punch, plate 
making equipment for offset press. This is a real 
need. Church of Christ, 1100 Centennial, Hays, KS 
67601 or 913-628-3467. 
Needed Youth Dlrector/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 600 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(612) 668-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
For Sale: Greyhound Diesel Bus, extra Clean 1963 
Model 4108, 39 Passenger, afc, pfs, New tires, 
Intercom, P.A. Sound system. Do not be srared by 
the age of this bus. It is in excellent condition and 
suitable for trip anywhere right now. Call Kendall 
Henderson (612) 836-1721 or write 1604 Howard 
Ln, Round Rock, TX 78664. 
YOUTH MINISTER needed. Should be able to work 
with all ages of youth, with emphasis on middle 
school and high school. A very challenging work. 
Send resume, including references and salary history 
to Northwest Church of Christ, 2929 WNW Loop 
323, Tyler, TX. 76702, ATTN: Ben Starr or Jim 
McCoy. 
WANTED. Preacher to work with small but spirit 
rich congregation, approx. 20 members. Young 
single or seasoned family man acceptable. Possible 
need of partial support depending on individuals 
needs. Housing provided. If interested send resume, 
tapes, etc. to: Maul Church of Christ, Hwy. 84-Rt. 
1, Box 1, Waiehu Beach Rd., Wailuku, Maul, HI 
96793, 808/244-5886. 
Church in growing town of 4000, 50 miles west of 
Houston on 1-10, needs preacher by Jan. 1. Seek 
cound, experienced, age 30-60 family man to moti
vate membership of 60. Send resum~ and sermon 
tape to Search Committee, Sealy Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 6, Sealy, Texas, 77474-0006 by Nov. 1. 
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE in Development need· 
ed for large child-care agency. Must be interested 
in people, willing to travel and learn concepts of 
planned-giving. Excellent benefits. Salary open. 
Contact: Floyd I. Stumbo, Executive Director, Chil
dren's Home of Lubbock, Box 2824, Lubbock, TX 
79408. Phone, (806) 762-0481. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Indepth Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2255, West Monroe, LA., 71291-0043 

The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is In 
need of a sound Preacher 88 to 66 years of age. 
For congregation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO 594, GROOM. TEXAS, 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BWLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604, 
WANTED-A complete set of the Millennial Har
binger. Please write 821 N. Sunnyside Rd., De
catur, IL 62622 or call 217-428-6218 or 217-422-0143. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 8&5-6776. 
PREPUBLJC.ATION SALE: Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the First Fifteen 
Years,'' Volume I is currently being prepared for a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion can be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover, to: The Kingdom Press, 
P.O. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizona climate. 
Call COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALT)!', P.O. BOX 5417, .. JIWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, AXJ.ZONA 86312. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 
Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 

Tel. (213) 463-6362 
Needed, mature sincere, could be semi retired, 
preacher. Small congregation result of mismanage
ment. Good potential if friendly approach. Partial 
support. Fine building, free of debt. Beautiful city 
on Lake Mich. 10,000 pop. Mission field. Please 
send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 702, 
Ludington, Mich. 49431 or call area 616 843-4664. 
For Sale: 30 blond pews, 18 ft. long with green 
pads. Excellent condition. $200 each. Contact West
side church of Christ, 726 McGee, Norman, Okla
homa 73069, (406) 329-0392. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FoaDdatloD 
trlea to aereea advertlaiDJ:, aDd will Dot 
kDowiDgly take questionable advertfaiDJr:, 
But It Is the reader's re~r~~oD•Iblllt7 to ID
vestlgate. Like aD}"' other paper, we aome
tlmea UDwlttlntr17' ruD aD uDworthy ad. 
A.s the old aa7ID11' goe111, before you IDveat. 
IDveatla-ater 

INOL UDID YO'UR ZIP CO DID 

When you send In a list of new subscrlp· 
lions to the Firm FoaDdatloD, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO,TEXAS76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ PoreiPJ Workers 
and students in training tor full time 

work co11ered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Co11erage good anywhere 
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Tenth Annual 

I BC Evangel ism 

Workshop 

"FRIENDSHIP 

EVANGELISM'' 

September 

24-26, 

1981 

SJM-t•lnl Wt~nesdn;-• Nljthl Sln~ln~ For t :ntlrt• ,\ rt•u - September 2!l - 8:00 P .M. Fenturln~ Grcnl Drocberhood Son!( l -end e r s 
==============~============~===== 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

A.M. 
9:00 BEING A FRIEND TO THE LOST 

J. Wa yne Kilpatrick AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM SAVES US 

Oov•d Underwood Main Aud. 
10:00 READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK 

Joe Cannell AAB Aud. 
HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 
FIRST CENTURY 

F. W. Moflox Motn Aud. 

11:00 JESUS VERSUS PHARISEEISM 
Alberr Hill AAB Aud. 

THE SOUL WINNING SMILE 
Joe VanDyke Mom Aud. 

Exhibits of many great brotherhood works 
will be on display. 

Nursery and child care will be provided on 
campus each day at a nominal charge. 

A Children 's Bi ble Hour will be conducted 
each evening at 7:00 in the main aud itorium. 

P.M. 
1:30 HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 

(Port I) 
Don House AAB Aud. 

JESUS AND THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
CurltS Sampley Mom Aud. 

2:30 THEY Hl\0 BEEN WITH JESUS 
Jock Paul AAB Aud. 

ELDERS AND MISSIONARY RElATIONSHIP 
Dr. Mauflce Hood Mom Aud. 

3:30 I HAVE CALLED YOU "MY FRIEN DS" 
George Ttpps AAB Aud. 

THE COST OF FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 
Tim Kraus Mom Aud. 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 JESUS THE FRIEND OF SINNERS 

Bostl Overton AAB Aud. 

Ladies' Seminar 
Friday, September 25 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
A.M. 

9:00 FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM IN THE BOOK Of ACTS 
Jim Massey AA8 Aud. 

WHO AM I? A FRIEND OF SINNERS 
(Women only) 

Martha Williams Mom Aud 
MW CONGREGATION - OWLENGE IWO JOY 

Charles Graham Cafereria 
10:00 HOW THE CHURCH GREW AND SPREAD IN THE 

19TH GNTURY 
F. W . Mollox AAB Aud. 

MATURING THROUGH FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 
(Women only) 

Joyce Massey Mom Aud. 
MATERIALS FOR FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 

Jim Massey & W indle Kee Cofereria 
11:00 THE FRIENDSHIP OF GIVING LIVING 

Joe Beam AAB Aud. 
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM - THE WOMAN'S 
VIEWPOINT (Women only) 

Shirley Curry Main Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE CLASSES EVANGELISTIC (Port 1) 

Harold Bellomy Cofererio 

LUNCH 
1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH A NOTORIOUS SINNER 

John Gipson AA8 Aud. 
HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CHURCH 
(Port 2) 
- Don House 
EVANGEliSTIC SONG LEADING 

Leon Sanderson 

Mom Aud. 

Cofererio 
2:30 UNIVERSAL MINISTRY OF CHRISTIANS 

Bill Lambert AAB A ud. 
I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL 

Jim M cGuiggon Main Aud. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUL SAVING (Parr I) 

Joy Andrews Cofeteflo 
3:30 BIBLE AND MENTA L HEALTH (Port I) 

R. M . "Bob" Rigdon AAB Avd. 
2 TIM OTHY 2:2 

Mom Aud. 
THE CHALLENGE TO FULFILL 

Tex Wtllioms 
5,00 ALUMNI DINNER 

Cofererio 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM 

Harold Taylor AAB Aud. 

Youth Forum 
Saturday, September 26 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
A.M. 

9:00 BEAR MUCH FRUIT - John 14·4 
Tex Williams AAB Aud. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
John Mills Mom Aud. 

GO TELL A FRIEND 
- Charles Grohom Cofererio 

10:00 BIBLE AND MENTAL HEALTH (Pori 2) 
R. M . (Bob) Rtgdon AAB Aud 

WHAT IS REAL FRIENDSHIP? 
Joe Beom Mom Aud. 

BUSSING "FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM" 
Claude Lewis Cofererio 

1 I :00 TEACHING AND MANIFESTING THE GRACE OF 
GOO IN EVANGELISM 

Bill Lomberr AAB Aud. 
SPECIAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE 

Joey lvey Main Aud. 
MAKING BIBLE CLASSES EVANGELISTIC (Port 2) 

Harold Bellomy Cofereria 

LUNCH 
1:30 MAKING FRIENDS WITH YOUR FAMILY 

Cecil May, Jr. AAB Aud. 
GOD'S BADGE OF DISCIPLESHIP 
- Rubel Shelley M ain Aud. 
EVANGELISTIC LEADERSHIP IN WORSHIP 

Leon Sanderson Cofeteflo 
2:30 I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH 

Jim M cGuiggon AAB Aud. 
MAKING HEAVENLY FRIENDS 

Hardeman Nichols Main Aud. 
SEED SOWING FOR SOUL SAVING {Part 2) 
- Joy Andrews Cafcrerio 

3:30 THE IMPELLING NEED FOR AN EVANGELISTIC 
CONGREGATION 

TruiN Allison AAB A ud. 
DO NOT WORK FOR FOOD THAT SPOILS 
- Rod Tare Main Aud. 

5:30 ELDERS' DINNER 
LEADERSHIP ACCORDING TO CHRIST 
- Cecil May, Jr. Cofcreno 

7:00 CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7:30 GOD'S FRIENDSHIP FOR A LOST WORLD 

Alon Htghers AAB Aud. 

SPKlAl O.ASSES FOR TEACHERS 
Saturday, September 26 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
P.O. Box I BC Florence, Alabama 35630 

- complete program - brotherhood exhibits - housing and camper space - area motel Information -

INTERNATIONAL BI.BLE COLLEGE 
(70S) 766·661 0 
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TH E PRESIDENT OF TH E UN ITED STATES, Ronald Reagan, recently re· 
ccived a Bible as a gift from Mike Anglin of Clarksville , Tenn. The presen
tation was made in the Oval office in Washington. The President stated, 
according to Anglin, that he was a member of the Christian church, and 
wanted to know if tho church of Christ was the one ho knew about as being 
similar. His mother, whose ma iden name was Wilson, was a Christian 
church member and raised the children in that fellowship, Anglin said. 

Austin, Texas, Septernher 22, 1981 
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What Are We Trying To Restore? 

The pioneers of the restoration movement set in 
motion the tide of cleaning up human hearts and re
ligious practices until they more closely coincided with 
the divine will. That principle will always be valid. As 
long as human hearts go astray, there will be a need 
for the Restoration principle. Our hearts, as well as the 
hearts of others, sometimes go astray. There is a very 
real sense in which the Restoration is not so much an 
attempt to restore the faith and practice of t he New 
Testament church as it is an attempt to r estore in the 
human heart a willingness to be governed by the faith 
and practice prescribed in the New Testament. 

In the strictest sense, you can r estore people to the 
Lord, but you cannot restore the New Testament 
church. It does not need restoring. The church doesn't 
apostatize; people do. When people go off and leave the 
scriptures t hey often establish apostate churches. 
When they do, something beside the New Testament 
church exists, and if Christians are caught in such 
sectarian thickets they are where they have no business 
being. The new thing is an apostate church-a plant 
that the heavenly Father hath not planted. 

The incorruptible seed produces an incorruptible 
kingdom. Things produce after their kind. The church 
is no more corruptible t han t he seed which produced 
it is corruptible. God does not need frai l human help 
to keep the church pure. His church is going to stay 
pure because it is his. We may fail but he will not. 

The search for a church whose teachings square with 
t he Bible has been going on for ages. It is not difficult 
to narrow down the search-a t hing most people have 
never done. The very process of elimination will suffice 
for most religious orders. And when t he search is nar
rowed down it will reveal that if there is a church in the 
world t hat squares with the scriptures, it will be a very 
small church. Powerful religious orders have become 
so obsessed with pride and sophistication that they 
can be eliminated. Only a church whose doctrines are 
those of the Word is eligible for consideration. 

It is frustrating to lear n that the teachings of re
ligion are often directly opposed to the teaching of the 
Bible. Some of them are 180 degrees from the truth. 
Many who are very religious have never really opened 
the Bible to see what it really teaches. Reading the 
Bible with an open mind will bring revelations and open 
vistas of new potential that most have never dreamed 
of. 

It is difficult for a people who have lived all their 
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lives in a democratic society to really surrender to t he 
will of a sovereign God. We are used to doing pretty 
much our own will. Yet, God expects and demands a 
f lat commitment from those to whom he extends his 
grace. It is a commitment without equivocation and 
without argument. It includes the acknowledgment of 
God's right to command and our duty to obey. The first 
thing a Christian should do is to determine in his heart 
just what t he sovereignty of God really means. Restora
tion really begins right there. 

People could agree at least enough to form one 
church if they could but settle in their hearts that God 
is God and that they are not. The scriptures are plain 
enough to form a basic agreement. God would not give 
us a revelation so ambiguous we could not understand 
it alike, and then abominate division. We believe it is 
possible for Bible students to agree. Their disagree
ments do not arise because the revelation does not pro
vide an adequate basis for agreement, but because our 
human orientation is not the same. And we are not 
willing to dig deeply enough into the scriptures to come 
up with what God actually said and commanded. 

There will always be false teachers. There will always 
be those who obey t he Lord's commands in a differ ent 
way than the way we think is right. And we will con
tinue to t r y to make the way we see it t he criterion by 
which we judge whether they are servants of God. The 
only protection any of us have, against either false 
teacher s or false accusers, is to know the word of God 
to such a degree that we can tell a wolf f r om a sheep. 

Throughout history there have been certain social 
events and movements t hat have greatly influenced the 
direction of the church. While we are concerned with 
getting constantly closer to t he Bible, a great part of 
our herita.ge comes from the social element rather than 
the Bible. We have torn up churches and destroyed 
souls over issues that are purely social; not biblical. 
People change from doves to hawks when a war comes 
along. They change views on divorce when it affects 
the immediate fami ly. Really, a r estoration must take 
place inside of us, rather t han in a church building. 
"Renew in us a right hear t, oh Lord." 
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.JERRY A. RILEY 

There is the need for Christians to regularly examine them
selves and to ask, "What is God seeking to do in my 'life?" 
Without such probing self-examination, we may find ourselves 
drifting aimlessly through life and never achieving God's ulti
mate purposes. 

When we answer the above question from scripture, we con
clude that God's primary purpose is that he might glorify him
self in our lives. On first glance, we may conclude that surely 
God wants more than this from us. But upon careful thought, 
we understand that the reason God created the world, and re
created us in Christ, is that a:ll things in heaven and on earth 
might live "to the praise of his glory." 

Following each act of creation, God said it was "good," that 
creation including humanity, fulfilled his divine purpose (Gen. 
1). As the Psalmist exclaimed, "the heavens are telling the 
glory of God and the firmament proclaims his handiwork" 
(19:1). Later Paul wrote, "Ever since the creation of the 
world, his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, 
has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made" 
(Rom. 1 :20). 

In the face of man the power and glory of God are most 
readily seen. Thus, man reflected his goodness "par excellence." 
The Psalmist summed it up in the following litany: "When I 
look at thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars which thou hast established; what is man that thou art 
mindful of him, and the son of man that thou doest care for 
him? Yet thou hast made him little less than God, and dost 
crown him with glory and honor." (8:3-5). 

Yet, our primeval parents fell from God's glory. They refused 
to honor God or give him glory but rather sought glory for them
selves. As Paul wrote: "All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God" (Rom. 8 :28). Because humanit¥ failed to glorify 
God, he gave us up to our own dishonorable passions. This re
sulted in fraticide when Cain killed Abel. 

The history of man, therefore, became a history of "man's in
humanity to man." The fraticidal nature of man is well docu
mented in history. Here then is the human predicament: "Man 
bears the image of God but has losti his glory." He was created 
a little less than God but then fell into the abyss. 

Jesus of Nazareth entered the world of humanity to glorify 
God, to reflect in his own life the glory forfeited by Adam and 
his offspring. He became man to fulfill God's purpose for man! 
The writer of Hebrews said of Jesus: "He reflects the glory of 
God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the uni
verse by his word of power" (1:3). Later, he wrote: "We see 

Jesus ••• crowned with glory and honer because of the suffering 
of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all 
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering" (2:9-10). 

Jesus both reveals God's glory and leads humanity back into 
God's glory. In his high-priestly prayer Jesus said to God: "I 
glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which 
thou gavest me 'to do" (John 17:4). 

In Christ, the human family regains what it lost in Adam: 
the glory of God. The righteousness of Christ is imputed to us 
through our faith in him. We are justified and glorified in 
Christ (Rom. 8:80). When God looks upon us, he does not see us 
in our sin but sees us in Christ. In baptism we put on Christ 
(Gal. 8:27) and are therefore clothed wit'tl his righteousness 
(2 Cor. 5 :21). The glory of Christ becomes our glory: "Christ 
in you, the hope of glory" (Col.1:27). 

It is at this point that we can speak confidently of God's 
purpose for our lives. What God gave us in Christ, he now seeks 
to manifest in our lives. We have received an "alien" righteous
ness, the glory of Christ. Now we are to express in our lives 
the glory of Christ. The Spirit develops within us what God 
imputed to us in Christ. 

This thought is beautifully expressed in Paul's ·letter to the 
Corinthians: "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into His 
likeness from one degree of glory to another, for this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 8:17, 18). 

Our calling in life is "to live for the praise of his glory" 
( Eph. 1 :18). What a tremendous challenge! We are to die to 
self and live to God. While we may never completely free our
selves from sin in this life, our calling is to seek our primeval 
goodness and to reflect G'od's glory. The apostle Paul saw clearly 
God's purpose for his life: "While we live we are always being 
given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may 
be manifested in our flesh" (2 Cor. 4:11) .... "It is my eager 
expectation and hope that I shall not be at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death" (Phil. 1 :20). 

The Christian faith cannot be reduced to an ethical system of 
do's and don'ts. It is nothing more nor less than rediscovering 
God's purpose in creation: "to reflect the honor and glory of 
God." 

1580 River Road, Eugene, OR 97404 
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The Parable of the Soils 
The parable of Jesus recorded in Mat

thew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 8 has often 
been called the Parable of the Sower. 
Every teacher is a sower of seed and the 
kind of harvest depends upon the kind of 
seed he sows. Paul said to Timothy: "Take 
heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. Con
tinue in these things; for in doing this 
thou shalt save both thyself and them 
that hear thee' (1 Tim. 4:16). What are
sponsibility rests upon the teacher! The 
destiny of souls is in his hand. The teach
ing of error could result in someone's con
demnation. The teaching of truth will 
result in the eternal salvation of souls. 
Teachers will receive heavier judgment! 
(James 3:1). Every teacher should study 
the word of God with diligence and with 
prayerfulness, and should make the pur
suit of truth one of the great concerns of 
his life. 

The Seed 
We might study this parable and give 

emphasis to the seed. "The seed is the 
word of God" (Luke 8:11). It is necessary 
that the right seed be sown. As we study 
the teachings of the first-century preach
ers we note that the same kind of seed was 
sown by all of them and it invariably 
produced Christians, children of God, when 
it produced anything. We do not find Peter 
preaching one doctrine and Paul another. 
All preached the same doctrine and pro
duced the same thing-Christians. Today, 
if we preach what the early preachers 
preached, we shall see the same results
Christians only. To produce anything else 
besides Christains requires the sowing of 
something besides the word of God. The 
word of God only will make Christians 
only. What it took to make a Christian in 
the first century will make a Christian 
now. What it took to make a church of 
Jesus Christ in the first century will 
produce a church of Jesus Christ in the 
twentieth century. 

The Soil 
Though we might think of the impor

tance of both the sower and the seed, still 
the purpose of the parable was to empha
size the soil. Jesus spoke the parable to 
illustrate the various types of hearers. He 
described four types of soil and each soil 
represents a certain type of heart. Doubt
less Jesus saw these four types present in 
his audience on many occasions. We can 
still see the same four types in audiences 
today. However, it should be emphasized 
that of the four, only one is pleasing to 
God. 

The Hard Soil 
The hard soil is the wayside soil-the 

soil at the end of the rows. It is impervi
ous to spiritual impressions. This is the 
indifferent hearer, the one who hears with 
a wandering mind and who goes away 
untouched and unmoved. 

What is the cause of the hardened soil? 
The cause might be any one of several. 
One writer warns against being hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin (He b. 3:13). 
The farther one advances in sin the less 
able he is to lay hold of God's remedy for 
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sin. We are told of some who had fallen 
so far that it was impossible to renew 
them to repentance (Heb. 6:6). It is also 
true that repeated rejection of the gospel 
will harden the heart. The feet of the 
sower make a beaten path where the seed 
will not penetrate. Every sermon rejected 
leaves the heart harder. In this sense, the 
word of God hardens the heart, or it might 
be said God does the hardening. We are 
-instantly reminded of Pharoah. Repeated
ly it is said that Pharoah hardened his 
heart (e.g., Ex. 8:32). Yet the hardening 
of Pharoah's heart is repeatedly attri
buted to Jehovah (e.g., Ex. 11:10). God's 
part in the process was in extending op
portunity after opportunity upon Pharoah. 
The part of Pharoah was the continual and 
repeated rejection of God's offers. Thus 
the means God used with the intention of 
melting the heart of Pharoah resulted in 
the hardening of Pharaohrs heart. The 
same thing can be true today. The Gospel 
is intended to touch and to melt the heart. 
But if one continues to reject the Gospel, 
it will become a means of producing a 
calloused and hardened heart. 

What a terrible thing to have a hard
ened heart! John 12 :39 refers to some who 
"could not believe." But this condition is 
not reached in a day. It is a slow and 
gradual process. Let us beware of pro
crastination. Let us do what we know to 
do today. Sin and delay have a hardening 
tendency. A hardened heart is indeed a 
tragedy. 

The Rocky Soil 
The rocky soil is thin with a layer of 

rock close to the surface. The seed sprang 
up at once, but it soon withered because 
of lack of depth. 

The rocky soil is illustrative of the 
hearer who is impulsively receptive. He 
hears and is superficially touched. One 
can examine the records of any church 
and find the names of many who received 
the word with joy but soon withered. Our 
cities are filled with people who started 
and quit. They could hardly wait until the 
sermon was over to rush and say. "I will 
follow him whithersoever he goeth." But 
they soon forgot. Their tears were quickly 
started, but they were as quickly dried. 

We are not to conclude that our Lord 
finds fault with people who respond 
quickly. On the day of Pentecost thou
sands accepted the Gospel the first time 
they heard it (Acts 2). The Ethiopian 
obeyed after hearing one sermon (Acts 8). 
We find other notable cases of such re
sponse in the book of Acts. So, our Lord's 
disapproval of the rocky soil is not a 
criticism of those who obey the same hour 
of the day or night. His criticism is of 
those who do not have staying qualities. 
They quit as suddenly as they had begun. 

The Thorny Soil 
The thorny soil is not too thin and it is 

not too hard. It is too crowded. The seed 
which falls into this soil will grow, but it 
is destined to an early death. The soil is 

fertile, but the good plants cannot survive 
in the midst of thorns. 

We see here the double-minded hearer. 
He hears and responds, but his heart is 
too preoccupied and his life is too crowded. 
He is trying to make Christianity a mat
ter of "both-and" while Christ says it is 
"either-or." Christ must be Lord of all if 
he is to be Lord at all! "No man can serve 
two masters" (Matt. 6:24). The heart rep
retsented by the thorny soil is trying to do 
what Jesus says no one can do. 

What is a thorn? Anything that chokes 
out the good seed. In the parable, Jesus 
mentions three thorns, these being "cares, 
and riches, and pleasures of this life" 
(Luke 8:14). Those who have worked with 
human beings know what choking power 
these thorns have. Anxiety over material 
things, the love of money, and the desire 
for gratification of fleshly lusts all have 
the tendency to crowd Christ out of a life. 
And anything which crowds Christ out, 
even though it may be legitimate within 
itself, becomes a thorn. 

It is good to have family interests and 
activities, to have recreational activities, 
to have work in which we are interested. 
But when any of these takes over our 
hearts and assumes first place in our time 
and interest, then it becomes a thorn. We 
must be sure Christ has first place in our 
affections, for he will not long dwell in a 
divided heart. In our busy lives and in our 
schedules filled with a multitudes of ac
tivities, this becomes a major problem for 
every child of God. 

The Good Soil 
The good soil is loose, deep, clean. The 

seed fall into it, the conditions are con
ducive to growth, and a luxurious harvest 
is the result. 

Thank God for those hearers who listen 
patiently, who respond eagerly, and who, 
with patience, continue to the end. They 
hear, and, not being like the man who 
looks into the mirror and straightway for
gets what he sees, they immediately put 
into practice that which they learn. And 
they have staying power. They are not 
easily discouraged. Temptations come and 
persecutions assail, but these stay on. 
They are faithful unto and until death. 

Take Heed 
Jesus warns, "Take heed therefore how 

ye hear" Luke 8 :18). This shows that we 
are responsible for the nature of the soil. 
Each man is responsible for his own heart. 

Those who sow are not responsible for 
the condition of the soil. They are to go 
on sowing--ever sowing in hope. They are 
not to become discouraged when they fail 
to see immediate results. Their task is not 
to see results, but to be good sowers of 
the good seed. If workers of God would 
always remember their task, they would 
be saved from much discouragement. Dis
couragement comes from looking for im
mediate results and this sometimes leads 
men to employ other means to fill the 
pews. 

Continued on page 11 
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On Encounters of Marriage 
W. HARLAND DILBECK\ 

Some Things the Groom-to-Be Owes the Bride-to-Be 
That H.e Be a Christian. Paul's admonition that "we be not 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers" applies to things 
other than marriage, but it does not exclude marriage. We have 
misinterpreted what Paul tells widows about marrying in the 
Lord and then we permit others to marry "out of the Lord." 
We have satisfied ourselves that a Christian may marry a non
Christian so long as the non-Christian has respect for the 
Christian's religion. Any girl who marries a man who is not a 
Christian is inviting disaster. Ask any woman who has married 
outside the church. 

That He Be Morally Clean. A man who does not keep himself 
clean has no right to the hand of a pure girl. The Bible does not 
teach double standards. But how is one to know? That is what 
courtship is for, and where this information is desired it will be 
forthcoming. Young ladies, if you will consider him your enemy 
who seeks to take your virtue, you will be making the most of 
your courtship period. You are not so desperate as to have to 
yield yourself to one who is beneath your station in life. Ob
serve the large number of children handicapped for ·life because 
of the betrayal of purity into the hands of impurity, and be 
convinced of the occasion for this word of admonition. 

That He Prove His Worthiness of a Wife by His Treatment 
of the Womenfolk at Home. It is sad to see a wife maiTying a 
man who was not good to his mother and sisters. If a man is 
not considerate of his mother, he is not likely to be considerate 
of a wife when he gets her. Young lady, if you have not learned 
this about the man with whom you are keeping company, you 
are not ready to marry him. 

He Should Be a Man of Good Character. Marrying a man 
with the intentions of reforming him has sent many a wife into 
hell. Do not let him fool you with his good promises. A man 
who will not be a gentleman, to say nothing of becoming a 
Christian, before marrying a woman will not be one after he has 
gotten her. God and common sense unite in protesting against 
any girl marrying a man to reform him. Some lovesick girl will 
say: "It will break my heart to give him up." Would you not 
rather have a broken heart than a broken and disappointed life? 
Giving one up because he is unworthy is not as serious as one 
might think. It may seem terrible for a little while, but the re
covery is usually quick, and one is wiser for the experience. A 
girl who permits herself to love unworthily deserves to suffer 
for her folly, and she will. The suffering incidental to dis
appointed love is as nothing compared with a life in which death 
is often wished for. Parents, do not let your underage daughter 
or son keep company with one unworthy of your children. 

He Should Be Capable of Providing for a Wife. The Bible 
still teaches that a man should be the head of the home; but if 
a girl should marry a man that has no head, she has to answer 
in his place. A woman should be proud of the fact that she is 
known as the wife of her husband, but the man that comes to 
be known as the husband of the wife is to be pitied. Whether he 
is capable should be determined before it is too late. Living on 
love is a fine thing to joke about, but wouldn't you hate to have 
it as a steady diet? 

He Should Be of a Gooo Temperament. An ill tempered man 
does not deserve any woman, much less a good one. If a woman 
does not decide about a man's temperament during the courtship, 
she is sadly lacking in the powers of discernment. 

He Must Have Genuine Love for the Woman. "Love" is one 
of the most misunderstood words in our language. Many have 

thought they loved when soon after marriage they learned they 
did not even know what it meant to love. We hear that love is 
blind, but courtship is not what it should be until that question 
is settled beyond all doubting. If two really love each other, 
then their love will withstand all the jolts that the world will 
have to offer. Suffering for one you love is a pleasure. Lovers 
count it a pleasure to deny themselves and do for each other. 
If there is any question, wait until it is settled, and settled right. 

Some Things the Bride-to-Be Owes the Groom-to-Be 
That She Should Be a Christian. That term covers a lot of 

ground. In its fullest sweep it covers all. If she does not meet this 
first requirement, there is no use to look further, if you are wise. 

She Should Be Good to Her Mother: She should make h~rself 
worthwhile in the home in which she lives. (Mothers should see 
that she does) If the home is anxious to lose her, the man should 
beware. A brother's estimate of a sister should go a long way 
with a man hunting for a wife. Her place in the affection of her 
companions is also worthy of consideration. 

She Should Not Be Quarr.elsome and Nagging. There must 
have been some like this in Solomon's day. He said, "It is better 
to dwell in a corner of the house top, than with a brawling 
woman in a wide house." It is better to dwell in the wilderness, 
than with a contentious and an angry woman." "A continual 
dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are 
alike." One married man said that his conception of heaven was 
a place where there would be no nagging. 

She Should Be the Mam,'s Equal and Have Tastes in Common 
Witk His. If she has lived on a plane her husband cannot afford, 
let him be slow in asking her to come down. If she truly loves 
him, she will change, but the disappointments here have been 
many and great. If she is above you in culture, do not try to 
pull her down. You are the one who should improve. Marriage 
should always be an uplift, not a pulldown. 

She Should Have Ideas. She should desire a real home with 
with children, not FL mere stopping place between engagements 
or work. She should make it understood that her children are not 
going to regard home as a restaurant and filling station where 
everything except the children are controlled by switches. If you 
are wise enough to value such information, there will be a way 
to know the truth. A wife once made the remark in public that 
her husband had not kissed her in twenty years. A good minister 
standing by said, "Yes, and if she were my wife she could go a 
hundred more." 

She Should Be a Burden-Sharer. Every wife is either a sharer 
of her husband's burdens or an extra burden on him. Be sure 
the woman you are asking to marry you is a burden bearer. 

When To Marry 
1. Never marry in haste to repent at leisure. 
2. Do not marry too young. Be sure you know yourself, and 

then know each other. 
3. Do not delay too long. It is possible to become selfish and 

so fixed in your ways that you will find adjustment a problem. 
4. Never marry for money. However, if money is cleanly 

possessed, it is not objectionable even in the case of true love. 
5. Never marry until you are sure you love each other. When 

you are married, try to be as considerate of each other as you 
were before you were married. The breaking up of many a home 
had its beginning at this point. Tidying up is just as appreciable 
after marriage as before. Make G·od the head of your home and 
his word your guide. 
4542 Ledge Ave. N. Hollywood, CA 91602 
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How Open Is Your Love? 
CHARLES S. YOUNG 

A good fellowship does not just happen. 
It takes effort to get ourselves and others 
to open up to one another. A solid fellow
ship is one that has to be built. 

Paul describes well the stages of a 
growing fellowship in 2 Corinthians 6 and 
7. Paul developed a special fellowship with 
the Corinthian church. He wrote two let
ters that we have and possible another 
one we do not have. He made several 
visits to the city to help the church. We 
know that he was there on his second and 
third journeys. He made at least one 
other trip to see them. At one time he 
spent a year and a half in Corinth. In 2 
Corinthians 6 and 7 are some statements 
of Paul that describe well the stages of a 
growing fellowship. Let's take a look at 
them. 

Open Your Hearts 
The first statement we need to notice is 

in 1 Corinthians 7 :2. Paul says, "Open 
your hearts to us, we have wronged no 
one, we have corrupted no one, we have 
taken advantage of no one. I do not say 
this to condemn you, for I said before that 
you are in our hearts, to die together and 
to live together." Paul pleads with the 
Corinthians to "open your hearts" to us. 
The "us" is Paul, Timothy, Silas, and 
others who had worked with Paul in the 
city of Corinth. It is an unusual request. 
After all Paul had already spent a year 
and a half there. He had made one return 
visit. He has already written one letter 
to them. He had been with them enough 
that a love had developed in his heart. He 
tells them that they are in his heart, and 
essentially he is asking the same thing of 
them. He wants a place in their heart. 

Opening one's heart is a start. It is the 
beginning place of any love and of any 
feUowship. 

An open heart is a heart that can be 
reached. It is a heart that can be touched; 
it is a heart that can feel! In Acts 16 
when Paul met Lydia outside of Philippi 
and taught her the gospel, verse 14 says 
the Lord "opened her heart to &ive heed 
to what was said by Paul." The open 
heart was a beginning for Lydia that 
lead to a fuller relationship in Christ. 

Perhaps, an open heart can best be 
understood by looking at the opposite, a 
closed heart, or as the Bible often de
scribes it, a "hardened heart." Many are 
described in the Bible as having a hard
ened heart. The most classic example is 
that of pharoah. He hardened his heart 
and the Lord hardened his heart. The 
result was that he would not repent. He 
would not receive the warnings that God 
gave to him. Jesus spoke of the Jews of 
his. day as f~lfilling the prophesy of 
lsatah: "He has blinded their eyes and 
ho;rdened_ their heart, least they should see 
With their eyes and preceive with their 
~eart, and turn for me to heal them." John 
m 1 John 3:17 talks about brotherly love 
"B t "f ' u 1 any one has the world's goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
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heart against him, how does God's love 
abide in him?'' A closed heart or a hard
ened heart is one that does not have the 
feeling that it should. Paul wanted an 
open heart. One that could be touched. 

Paul's appeal was to "open their hearts." 
It is the beginning of fellowship. If the 
love that should exist between two broth
ers is not there as it should be, it is time 
that each opened their hearts. In Ephe
sians 4:17-19 Paul talked about the Gen
tiles who refused to accept Christ. He 
describes them as having a hardened 
heart and as having a "calloused" heart. 
A calloused heart is a heart that has no 
feeling. We need to develop a warm heart. 
We need to be willing to open up that 
warmth to others. 

How do you feel about your brother in 
Christ? Not just your close friends, but 
how do you feel about all your brothers? 
Within just about every church there is 
room for love to grow warmer. There are 

· those 'that you need to establish fellowship 
with. There are those that you need to 
open up your heart to. 

Widen Your Hearts 
The second phrase we need to notice is 

in 2 Corthinthians 6:11-13: "Our mouth 
is open to you, Corinthians; our heart is 
wide. You are not restricted by us, but 
you are restricted in your own affections. 
In retum-1 speak as to children-widen 
your hearts also." 

Notice this idea builds upon the first. 
Paul did not want the Corinthians to sim
ply open their hearts, but he wanted 
them to "widen their hearts." In verse 11 
Paul. says his "heart is wide." There is 
little doubt that Paul's heart was open 
wide. Examine his love; look at the things 
Paul did for the church at Corinth. Paul 
was full of love and he expressed that 
love to them. Paul wanted to see an ex
pression of their love. He wanted them to 
widen their hearts! 

What does it mean to widen your heart? 
It is easy to see what it means in the 
context in which Paul said it. Paul simply 
meant that he wanted them to love more. 
He wanted them to increase their capacity 
to love. Paul wanted them to increase 
their feelings for him. David wrote in 
Psalm 25:17, "The troubles of my heart 
are enlarged; bring me out of my dis
tress." (NASV) We know what it is to 
have troubles or problems. We know what 
it is like when those problems are en
larged. It means the problems are more 
serious and we feel the weight of those 
problems more. Paul is saying enlarge 
your hearts. He says make your love 
greater and that greater love more earn
est and more fervent. 

The best way for me to understand it is 
to sit in a dentist chair. When the dentist 
wants to see he says, "Open your mouth, 
please." When he wants to work he says 
"Open wide, please." As long as he's look~ 
ing, I'm fine. When he really wants in 
there I must do more than open; I must 
open widet 

In Mark 9 :14ff is the story of the 
transfiguration of Jesus. After the trans
figuration Jesus is met by a man who had 
a son possessed with a dumb spirit. He 
had asked the disciples to heal his son 
but they couldn't. He falls before Jesus 
and he pleads, "If you can help ... " Jesus 
catches upon the word "if." He tells the 
man all things are possible to those who 
believe. The father's reply was that he 
believed, help my unbelief. Essentially 
that's Paul's message: you love, now love 
more. 

Peter admonishes the brethren to "love 
one another earnestly from the heart." 
There's a difference between loving one 
another and loving one another earnestly. 
An earnest love is an intensified love. In 
chapter 4 Peter encourages that we should 
"keep fervent in your love for one an
other." There is a difference between love 
and a fervent love. When Paul asks them 
to widen their hearts he is asking them to 
make their love more earnest, more fer
vent. Chrysostom once said, "Heat makes 
all things expand and the warmth of love 
will always expand a man's heart.'' There 
is a need to open wide our hearts to one 
another. 

A Heart That Goes Out 
The last phrase that we need to notice 

is in 2 Corinthians 7:13-16. Paul is writ
ing concerning Titus. Paul had told Titus 
a great deal about the Corinthians. Paul 
then sent Titus to them and he says Titus 
found all that Paul had to say about them 
was true. Verse 15 indicates that Titus 
not only found what Paul said was true 
but he became very close to the Corinthi
. ans. Thus, Titus' love was not based on 
what he had heard about them, but from 
what he knew about them. Paul writes in 
verse 15, "And hiq heart goes out all the 
more to you ... " (RSV). 

What does it mean to have "a heart 
that goes out'' to another? The TEV says, 
"his love grows stronger." NASV says, 
"His affection abounds • . ." Though the 
translations vary they give one basic idea, 
his love grows, abounds, and Titus feels a 
much stronger attraction to the Corinthi
an brethren. I like the RSV rendering 
because it is similar to what we say to
day. We will often say to someone "I feel 
for you .•. "; or, "My heart goes out to 
you ..• "; or, "My heart bleeds for you •.. " 

Paul in writing to the Romans ·wrote 
about his brethren, the Jews, and · their 
lost state. Paul didn't want them to be 
lost. He expressed this in Romans 9:1-3. 
He says, "I have great sorrow and un
ceasing anguish in my heart." He had a 
heart that went out to his people. In 
Romans 10:1 he said that his "heart's 
desire" is that they may be saved. In 2 
Corinthians 2 :4 he tells the Corinthians 
that he wrote them earlier "out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart and with· 
many tears .•. " 

There is a tremendous difference in 
thiR love and the other two. It is a very 
important difference. The difference is in 
the direction of the loves. Paul's admoni
tion to "Onen your hearts" and to "Open 
wide your hearts" is a love that is directed 
inwanJ.. It is an admonition to open up in 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A Condensed Story of the Bible (4) 
FRANK CHESSER 

The completion of the temple and the 
restoration of Jerusalem would create 
special problems for Israel. There would 
be the temptation of viewing the temple 
as an end within itself. However, the 
greatest danger lay in their attaching to 
Jerusalem and the temple a significance 
that would constitute idolatry. Such an 
attitude had long been characteristic of 
the Jews. 

During the declining years of Eli, 
Israel suffered defeat at the hands of the 
Philistines (1 Sam. 4 :2). Israel regrouped 
and the elders of the people declared, "Let 
us fetch the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it 
cometh among us, it may save us out of 
the hand of our enemies" (1 Sam. 4:8). 
Israel viewed the ark of the covenant as 
some kind of magical charm that would 
assure them of victory over their enemies. 
Even though their lives were dominated 
by sin, they felt confident that the ark of 
the covenant guaranteed God's presence 
among them. 

This same problem existed with regard 
to the temple prior to its destruction by 
Nebuchadnezzar. The temple was Israel's 
palladium, their guarantee of God's pre
sence, and the symbol of security for their 
national independence. Thus, Jeremiah 
declared, "Trust ye not in lying words, 
saying, the temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are 
these'' (Jer. 7:4). In spite of their griev
ous sin, as long as the temple stood, the 
chorus of Israel was, "Is not the Lord 
among us? None evil can come upon us" 
(Micah 8:11). 

This problem still prevailed in the days 
of Haggai and Zechariah. The Jews that 
returned from Babylonain captivity were 
overly concerned with the physical aspect 
of the temple (Hag. 2:8). Therefore, those 
who had seen the grandeur of Solomon's 
temple wept bitterly upon viewing the 
foundation of the post-exilic temple (Ezra 
8:12). Haggai endeavored to counteract 
this atatitude by emphasizing the spiritual 
implications with regard to the temple 
(Hag. 2:6-9; Heb. 12:25-28). 

Zechariah also faced this same problem. 
As noted earlier, when the delegation of 
Jews arrived in Jerusalem, their question 
was, "Should I weep in the fifth month, 
separating myself, as I have done these 
so many years?" (Zech. 7:8). During the 
seventy years of Babylonian captivity, the 
Jewish captivets had wept and fasted in 
the fifth month in memory of the destruc
tion of Jerusalem and the temple. Con
sequently, because of their idolatrous atti
tude with regard to the temple, they had 
inaugurated fasts without divine author
ity, ignored what the prophets said about 
the matter and thus, refused to recognize 
that the very thing they were commemo-

rating was the just punishment of God 
because of the wickedness of the people. 

It seems possible, therefore, that Zech
ariah 9-14 is an expanded parallel and 
reinforcement of Haggai 2:1-9 and was 
delivered to Israel shortly after the com
pletion of the temple in order to prevent 
the Jews from attaching undue signifi
cance to this physical structure and thus, 
falling into the error of their ancestors. 
They needed desperately to understand 
that the temple was a means to an end and 
not an end within itself. They needed to 
realize that God's primary concern was 
that they, "execute true judgment and 
show mercy and compassion every man to 
his brother; and oppress not the widow, 
nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the 
poor; and let none of you imagine evil 
against his brother in your heart'' ( Zech. 
7:9-10). 

In short, they needed to have their eye
sights elevated from the physical and 
temporal to the spiritual and eternal. 
Zechariah strove to accomplish this by 
informing them of the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple by the Romans 
and the establishment of the spiritual 
temple, the church, which would be com
posed of all those who rendered obedience 
to Christ, the good shepherd. 

Darius ruled over Persia for about 
thirty years following the completion of 
the temple in 516 B.C. Succeeding him on 
the throne was Xeres who is the Ahasu
erus of the book of Esther. The events of 
Esther occur in the third year of his reign 
(1:8). Consequently, Esther is to be dated 
about 488 B.C., 88 years subsequent to 
the completion of the temple, and 25-year~ 
prior to the second return from Baby
lonian captivity under Ezra. 

The book of Esther records the divine 
preservation of the Jewish race and re
veals the inability of human plans and 
schemes to thwart the purpose of God. 
It was God's immutable intention to bless 
the world through Abraham's seed (Gen. 
12:3), and all the Haman's of the world 
were powerless to prevent the fruition 
thereof. 

The second return to Jerusalem from 
Babylonian captivity occurred in 458 B.C. 
when approximately ten thousand Jewish 
captives returned under the leadership of 
Ezra the scribe. The purpose of this sec
ond return as outlined in Ezra 7 :25-26, 
was to restore the law of the Lord in 
Israel. It had been almost eighty years 
since the first return under Zerubabbel. 
By this time, Zerubabbel, J eshua, Haggai, 
Zechariah and various other such spiri
tual leaders were gone. The Jews had 
fallen into sin, even to the point that the 
priests and Levites had intermarried with 
the heathen people of the land (Ezra 
9:1-2). Upon hearing of Israel's deplor
able spiritual condition, Ezra wept, prayed 

and made confession unto God. As a result 
of his influence, Ezra witnessed the af
firmation of Israel to terminate their un
lawful marriages and renew their cove
nant with God (Ezra 10). 

The third return from Babylonian cap
tivity occurred in 445 B.C., thirteen ye&D~ 
after the second return under Ezra. This 
return was motivated by a report from 
certain Jewish brethren from Jerusalem 
to Nehemiah, who was then serving as 
cupbearer to Artaxerxes, king of Persia. 
Nehemiah declared, "And they said unto 
me, the remnant that are left of the 
captivity there in the province are in 
great affliction and reproach; the walls 
of Jerusalem also are broken down, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire" 
(Neb. 1:8). 

Upon hearing this report and having 
received permission from Artaxerxes, Ne
hemiah and some of his servants set out 
for Jerusalem for the express purpose of 
rebuilding the walls of the city (Neb. 
2:17-18). Arriving in Jerusalem, Nehe
miah surveyed the walls, stirred up the 
people, organized, and in spite of intense 
\>pposition, completed the task of rebuild
ing the walls in just fifty-two days (Neb. 
6:15). 

Nehemiah served as governor of J ern
salem for thirteen years. The divine 
record is silent as to the activities of 
Ezra following his work with the Jews 
with regard to their inter-racial mar
riages up until their efforts, under the 
leadership of Nehemiah, to restore the 
walls of Jerusalem. However, subsequent 
to the completion of the walls, Ezra 
joined Nehemiah in an effort to impress 
upon the people the necessity of keeping 
the law of the Lord (Neb. 8). 

Nehemiah returned to Persia for an 
indefinite period of time. Later, when back 
in Jerusalem, he was appalled at the pre
vailing apostasy among the people. Elia
shib the priest was allied with Tobiah 
who had labored so diligently to prevent 
the J ewis from rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem. Eliashib had even gone so far 
as to prepare for Tobiah a chamber in 
the temple court. The Levites had been 
neglected to the point of having to relin
quish their temple responsibilities and 
work in the fields to earn their living. The 
sound of coins in the market places pro
claimed their desecration of the sabbath. 

Moreover, many of the Jews had taken 
wives of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. Elia
shib's grandson had even married the 
daughter of Sanballat, the arch-enemy of 
Israel. It was during such troublesome 
times that God called Malachi the prophet 
to assist Nehemiah in reverting the apos
tasy of Israel. Malachi's preaching was 
scathing and denunciatory as he dealt 
with the faithless priests and the wicked
ness among the people. Yet it was not void 
of hope, for he closes with a prophesy of 
the coming of John the Baptist, the Elijah 
of the New Testament, who was to make 
preparation for the coming of Christ. How 
fitting that the Old Covenant should close 
in reaching forth to the New. 

Rt 5, Whiteoak Rd., Thompson, GA 80824 
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"Thou Shalt Not Worry" JACK E:XUM 

The word "fret" in the Old Testament 
is our word for "worry.'' All through the 
Pslams . the strong admonishion is issued, 
"Fret not" or "Thou shalt not worry." 
Worrying or fretting are altogether dif
ferent from concern. It is dangerous to 
get these terms mixed up. Some worry 
who think it is concern. Others are con
cerned who think they are guilty of worry
ing. 

Concern differs in that it always in
volves a matter over which we exercise 
control. Worry is fretting over matters 
that are entirely outside of our ability to 
change. You may be concerned over a 
tornado watc1t or, worry over the same 
weather pattern. The difference is, con
cern moves, decides, prepares and takes 
action. Worry just worries. 

To sit and complain, to fret and wring 
your hands, to pace for hours (covering 
the same ground), to grumble or nag, is 
the most useless, senseless, stupid habit 
one could possibly cultivate. We buy 
things that we don't need and spent money 
we don't have to keep up with people we 
don't even like. It is slow suicide. 

The root meaning of worry is "To choke 
or strangle." That alone should be warn
ing enough, but not for some of us. It is 
socially acceptable--the "in" thing to do. 
It will wear you "out" and do you "in." 

Worry is universal. Everyone worries. 
Rich folk and the poor, married folks, and 
those unmarried, white, black, yellow and 
brown- all are worriers. Paul says, "Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God which trans
cend's all understanding will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
(Phil. 4, 6, 7). "Anything-everything,'' this 
covers all of life. Worry is forbidden ! ! 

The Psalmist writes, "Do not fret be
cause of evil men . . . Trust in the Lord 
and do good . . . Delight thyself in the 
Lord . . Commit thy ways unto the Lord 

. . Be still before the Lord and wait 
patiently for him . . . Do not fret when 
men succeed in their ways . . . Refrain 
from anger and turn from wrath . . .Do 
not fret, it only leads to evil" (Ps. 37 :1-8). 

Never worry about two things-What 
you can change and what you cannot 
change. Change what you can-now! The 
things you cannot change--commit them 
to God, Now! 

The real answer to worry is prayer. It 
involves the voluntary power of surrender. 
It requires that which is difficult to do
Give our burdens to the Lord and leave 
them there. We are not good at this, for 
prayer has long been neglected among us. 
This giving up process, gives God both 
the power and problems. Admit you can
not cope or handle the situation. Admit 
this, then seek God's power in prayer. Too 
hard to handle--pray about it! Too much 
to cope with-pray about it! Situations 
that cannot be altered or changes-pray 
about it! 

But when will God take my burdens? 
When will he relieve my suffering, my 
pain? When will the anxiety cease? When 
will the frustrations be finished? 

All of these questions are answered 
"The very moment you cease the self-

The Real Trouble with Seventh-Day Adventism JAMES D. BALES 

Genesis 2:2, 3 teaches that God blessed 
the seventh day, and hallowed it, because 
"that in it he rested from aU his work 
which God had created and made." How
ever, this does not tell us when God or
dained for man to keep the seventh day. 
Furthermore, God's 7th day of the crea
tive week was the second day of man's 
existence. Man rested after only one day 
of labor, if he rested in the beginning. 
But the sabbath command says to work 
six and rest one. Jesus said the sabbath 
was made for man (Mark 2:27). 11The 
sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the sabbath; so that the Son of man 
is lord eveh of the sabbath" (Mark 2: 
27, 28). 

This does not discuss the origin of the 
sabbath, but of the relative importance of 
man and the sabbath. The sabbath was 
made for man's good and not man for the 
sake of the sabbath. The Son of man is 
Lord of the sabbath and as Lord of the 
sabbath he abolished it. The sabbath was 
a memorial of the creation, and of God's 
deliverance of Israel. " •.• therefore Jeho
vah thy God commanded thee to keep the 
sabbath day" (Deut. 5 :12-15). However, 
the original creation has been overshad
owed by the death of Christ which made 
possible the new creation (Acts 20 :28) 
and we honor the Son, as the Father is 
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honored (John 5:22, 23). "Let no man 
therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or in respect of a feast day or a new moon 
or a sabbath day: which are a shadow 
of the things to come; but the body is 
Christ's" (Col. 2:16, 17). Why do some 
insist on judging us in respect of these 
things which were a part of the systems 
of shadows? The shadows have been re
placed by the substance (Heb. 10:1). 

Before the giving of the law of· Moses, 
altars (Gen. 4:3, 4), offerings (Gen. 8: 
20), priests (Gen. 14:18), tithes (Gen. 
14:20), and circumcision (Gen. 17:10) all 
existed. But this no more proves that all 
these things are continued in the New 
Testament church than it proves that the 
sabbath continued. God speaking to us 
today through his Son has not bound on 
us the sabbath (Heb. 1:1, 2). We cele
brate the Lord's death on the first day of 
the week in the observance of the Lord's 
supper. 

It was not basically the sabbath viola
tion which led to Israel falling in the 
wilderness. "But thou shalt remember J e
hovah thy God, for it is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth; that he may 
establish his covenant which he sware 
unto thy fathers, as at this day, And it 
shall be, if thou shalt forget Jehovah thy 

(Continued on page 12) 

struggle and surrender your burdens and 
griefs to the Lord. Peter says, "Casting all 
of your care (worry, care, anxiety) on 
him, because he cares for you" (1 Peter 
5:7). 

Change the things you can change. 
Accept the things you cannot change and 
pray for the wisdom to know the differ
ence. 

Knowing the difference between concern 
and worry may be the difference in you 
committing it, or it committing you. One 
n.,. t..lte other is bound to happen. Here's 
where the advantage falls squarely to the 
Christian. 

We mumble, we fumble, 
We fume and we spirt 

We mutter and sputter, 
Our feelings get hurt. 

We can't understand it, 
Our vision grows dim, 

When all that we need 
Is a moment with him. 

Box 482, Royston, GA 30662 

The Basis of Happiness 
G. F. RAINES 

Everyone desires happiness, but only a 
comparatively few people are genuinely 
happy. 

The Book of God tells us that the basis 
of true happiness is unfeigned obedience 
to the will of God: 

"And the work of righteousness shall 
be peace; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever." (lsa. 
32:17). . 

"But the wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast 
up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked" (Isa. 57:20, 21). 

To work righteousness is to obey God's 
commandments (Ps. 119:172). 

Robert Owen, an infidel from New 
Lenark, Scotland, admitted that "moral 
excellence" is the basis of real happiness 
(Campbell-Owen Debate, p. 1). 

Robert G. Ingersoll said: "The way to 
be happy is to make other people happy." 

Thomas Paine in his Age of Reason (p. 
3) said : "I believe in one God, and no 
more; and I hope for happiness beyond 
this life. I believe in the equality of man, 
and I believe that religious duties con
sist in doing justice, loving mercy, and 
endeavoring to make our fellow-creatures 
happy." 

Lloyd C. Lewis says: 
If you search for happiness 

in a selfish sort of way, 
Thinking only of yourself 

And your own work or play, 
Happiness will never come to you. 

"But if you're always good and kind 
To everyone you meet, 

Helping every way you can 
With head and hands and feet, 

Happiness will find its way to you. 
The apostle Paul said to j;he elders of 

the church at Ephesus: "I have shewed 
you all things, how that so labouring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remem
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive" (Acts 20:35). 
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"fishers of Men" 
Jesus called some of the apostles by say

ing, "Follow me, and I will make you fish
ers of men" (Matt. 4:19), and he did make 
them "fishers of men." He made them the 
most successful "fishers of men" under 
the most difficult of circumstances that 
has ever existed. We should be asking 
what he taught them so we can reproduce 
the results today. 

Some excellent articles have been pub
lished in this paper recently on the sub
ject of church growth (or lack of church 
growth). It has been suggested that "the 
church is about gimmicked to death" 
(Steven Clark Goad, Oct. 21, 80), and 
"Personal work gadgets have had their 
fling ... " (Jack P. Lewis, April 28, 81). 
All these articles are saying that there is 
obviously something wrong, or we have 
been doing something wrong. 

Congregational problems, failure to 
grow, and general stagnation can be 
caused by several things, but one thing 
underlies all of them. It is the failure to 
follow the divine pattern. We may have 
restored the form and pattern of the New 
Testament church, but we have failed to 
restore the vital element of New Testa
ment Christianity, first-century disciple-
ship. · 

We are certainly guilty of looking for 
gimmicks and putting the emphasis in the 
wrong places as suggested. It is also possi
ble that we're trying to use the method 
that worked in the 19th century under 
different circumstances that will not work 
today. We obviously are not doing what 
Jesus taught his apostles to do. 

Has what Jesus taught the apostles been 
lost? Are we simply ignoring what he said 
because we either want to substitute our 
own way or do we think his way won't 
work today? Is it possible we have not 
understood what he said? He said "I 
will make you fishers of men." ' 

I think we understand what "fishers 
of men" means. That"s what we want to 
do, but what did he teach them to do? 

First, he taught them how to be a good 
disciple. Second, he taught them what 
others had to become to be good disciples. 
Matthew takes up this subject a few 
verses after mentioning Jesus's calling 
the apostles in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount 
with, "Blessed are the ... '' In these Beat
itudes he emphasizes the blessing of being 
over doing. He continues by restating 
some of the law on killing; committing 
adultery; swearing, resisting evil; and he 
expands on giving alms, praying, and 
fasting. In all of this he is shifting the 
emphasis from the outward act to the 
inward being. In other words he is saying 
that it is more important to be than to do. 

He then warns of love for the world 
judging, carelessness, and the possibilit; 
of being deceived. He ends the sermon by 
emphasb;ing that it is necessary for us 
to give heed to what he has said by illus
trating it with the house built on sand or 
rock. If there is one thing we should learn 
from this sermon it is that we can do 
things while being a hypocrite. 

Notice he hasn't said a thing about how 

LESLIE LEONARD 

to establish churches, how to make Chris
tians, or how to baptize a lot of people. 
He is telling them how to become "fishers 
of men." 

He didn't teach them how to use high 
pressure sales tactics, how to mount a 
campaign, how to manage a congregation 
for maximum results, how to conduct a 
leadership seminar, or how to establish 
an effective organizational structure. 
Nothing is said about pre-marital counsel
ing, or counseling people with marriage, 
alcohol, financial, or personal problems. 
He didn't say a word about how to conduct 
a successful membership drive, financial 
drive, or anything else a modern preacher 
is expected to know and do today. Nothing 
is said about techniques, methods, or pro
grams. But it is right here where we go 
astray. 

We look for a method, and we don't find 
one. So we look at the world and borrow 
some high pressure scheme and attempt to 
graft it on Christianity. The graft par
tially takes, but the fruit of our effort is 
often a monstrosity. We end up with 
ornate buildings packed with church mem
bers with little, if any, conviction and cer
tainly with no commitment. We wring our 
hands wondering where we went astray. 

Where did we go stray? Some have 
suggested it was in grafting on some 
method. They cite the failure of cam
paigns, busing, Sunday School programs, 
entertainment, etc. while proclaiming that 
this is the culprit. We're encouraged to 
toss them out and everything will be all 
right. They may be right, but I doubt it. 

We go astray in either missing the 
point of the Sermon on the Mount or 
ignore what he said. What Jesus is saying 
is: You have to be something. That is the 
only method that will work. We have to 
B.e something instead of doing something. 
It is here that we fail so miserably. If we 
could all become like Christ in every way 

A Choice of Life and Death 
When you read the amazing facts of the 

four gospels, they prove beyond doubt that 
Jesus was indeed the Son of God. But the 
most pressing question is, do you accept 
him as the Lord of your life? "Without 
faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing 
unto him ... " You must beleive that he 
is who he claimed to be, or you will die 
in your sins and be eternally lost. That 
faith must be much more than mere men
tal assent or an emotional feeling. Saving 
faith is obedient faith, it is a faith that 
works through love. 

Such a faith will lead you to change 
your mind and heart about your sinful 
life and resolve to follow Jesus. This God 
calls repentence and all men are com
manded to repent. 

The final step in becoming a Christian 
is submission to the ordinance of baptism 
upon the confession of one's faith. Christ's 
parting command to his disciples was that 

all of our problems would disappear. The 
church grew in the first century because 
of what the Christians were, not because 
of what they did. 

Consider this: the Father sent this son 
into the world to live "the life." It was a 
life that attracted. He expects us to re
produce that life, which will also attract. 
But we too often act as if we can go on 
living as we please. Problems in the 
church are caused by us not being replicas 
of Jesus. 

In my working with troubled congrega
tions I've often noticed that the congrega
tion has often made the community con
vinced of one thing and that is they didn't 
want to be a part of such a group. 

We've tried to baptize more people than 
the Baptists, build larger congregations 
than the Methodists, have larger build
ings than the Catholics, and forgot that 
we were supposed to be "making disciples. 
We seem to have failed to understand 
what making disciples means. 

A disciple is one who is committed to 
learning to be like Jesus, who is like the 
Father. So it is learning to be like God. 
It is here where we have failed. 

Why did Jesus emphasize being over 
doing? Of course it is important that we 
really be good people, righteous and holy. 
But there may be a reason we're over
looking. A reason that is the only "gim
mick" that will work. It is that we can 
not influence people, attract people, or 
teach people until we are something that 
is desirable ourselves. We must not only 
be desirable to God but to people in 
general. 

People want to be good and do good. 
In every person no matter how evil he 
may be there is a desire to be better, 
some day. A day that may never come, 
but it still exists in their hearts. 

Jesus attracted people because he 
showed that man can live a better life. 
And we will attract people when we also 
show that it can be done. So our task is to 
become more and more like our Lord. 

1505 NW 3rd, Abilene, KS 67410 

JOHN WADDEY 

they preach the gospel to every creature, 
and then baptize every one who believed. 
All who would do this would be saved. A 
study of the book of Acts of Apostles 
shows that the apostles did precisely what 
the Lord had ordained. They preached the 
good news about Jesus; those who be
lieved were commanded to be baptized in 
the water. Christian baptism was always 
an immersion or burial in water. At that 
point the blood of Christ makes possible 
the forgiveness of our sins. This will make 
you a Christian-like those in the New 
Testament. God will add you to the church 
of his Son. 

Why not make your commitment to 
Jesus the Lord right now! Remember that 
the Gospels ... "are written that ye may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God and that believing ye may have 
life in his name." 
Rt. 22, Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, TN 
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KOREA UPDATE 

Since the first of the year 26 have 
been baptized into Christ at various 
Korean congregations established through 
the efforts of Malcolm Parsley. This work 
is overseen by the church in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Most of these congregations are on 
the island of Cheju and are self-support
ing. They · are growing spiritually and 
physically which attests to the stability of 
that work. 

Brother Parsley is spending most of his 
time in a concentrated study of th~ 
Korean language so he will be able to 
preach fluently in the native tongue. He 
and his fellow workers are formulating 
plans for establishing a new congregation 
in the Seoul area this coming winter. 

In May two elders and their wives from 
the Anchorage church visited the work. It 
was a very informative and beneficial trip, 
giving us greater insight into how we can 
best oversee and promote the work. We 
plan more trips in the near future. De
spite many problem areas we have great 
confidence in the Lord's work being done 
through BrothP.r Parsley and feel that 

F-HC 
ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 
Freed-Hardeman Col

lege is now accepting 
applications for teach
ing positions in account
ing, art, chemistry, psy
chology, and social 
work. Christians with 
appropriate training 
and experience are in
vited to write the Office 
of Academic Affairs for 
an application for facul
ty employment. Freed
Hardeman College is an 
equal opportunity em
ployer. 

much good can be done. 
Many of you have in the past been 

interested and involved in the Lord's 
work in Korea. We would like to encour
age you to get reinvolved and to support 
the work financially and with your 
prayers. If you have concerns or ques
tions about this work please contact the 
elders of the Anchorage Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 
99510-0314. We take our oversight re
sponsibilities seriously and request your 
prayers on our behalf.-The Elders. 

--~o---
Re prints of any single page article appearing 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop
Ies ""' accepted. 

JNOLUDID YOUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as yo~ new address 
when you move. 

SHARE YOUR 
FAITH 

Seminar 

October 17, 1981 

Richland Hills 
Church of Christ 

Fort Worth, Texas 

SILAS SHOTWELL 
Resource Person 

For Details Contact Bob Mize 
6720 N.E. Loop 820 
Fort Worth, Texas 76118 
(817) 281-0773 or 498-6970 

''25th Anniversary and Homecoming-Oc
tober 18, 1981~9:00 a.m.-Memorial Park
way Church /of Christ-Huntsville, Ala
bama. All former members are urged to 
attend and to be our guests for a luncheon 
following the services. I I 
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YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15e. Instructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad. chock items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope 'stamped 35¢ addressed to you. LIT· 
ERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79£01. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 

IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Hear 

John Banister 
Paul Rogers 

Charles Rodge 
Ron Willingham 

AT 

Pettijohn Springs 
Preachers Retreat 

Sept. 28-29 

Contact 
Allan Bennett 

Madill, OK 73446 

PSCC Rt. 1, Box 420 

(405) 795-5015 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 
(Continued from page 4) 

We must be faithful teachers and leave 
the results to God. We can plant and 
water; it is God who gives the increase. 
It often seems that the relation between 
effort and result is very illogical. When 
we try hardest we may see no result, and 
again we may see results when least 
expected. But let us always remember 
that there is good soil into which some 
seed will fall. We never know where or 
when the seed is taking root. But we 
should always sow in hope and pray God 
to bless our efforts. Some seed will not 
come up at all; some will come up but will 
not endure to fruition; some will come up 
and will endure to the harvest. "He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed 
for sowing, shall doubtless come again 
with joy, bringing his sheaves with him" 
(Ps. 126 :6). 
Oklahoma Christian College. 

HOW OPEN IS YOUR LOVE? 
(Continued from page 6) 

order to receive. The direction of Titus' 
love is not inward, but outwwrdl It was a 
love that reached out to others. 

Titus' love represents a very mature 
stage of love. These statements describe 
well the stages of fellowship and of love. 
First we must open our hearts. Second we 
must open wide our hecvrts. Finally, we 
must learn to reach out witk our love. 
Where do we stand? How mature is our 
fellowship? What is the direction of our 
love? 
6202 West Division, Cadillac, MI 49601. 

Doug Stahl, 725 N. Carrington, Buffalo, 
Wy. 82834, July 29, 1981: Upon completing 
7 years of work with the church in Sheri
dan, Wyoming, I began work with the 
church in Buffalo, Wyoming, June 1st. 

WANTED: POSITIVE PEOPLE 
Full-time state managers and full or 
part-time sales representatives for a 
creative firm marketing pre-recorded 
audio and video programs (religious, 
business, educational, and personal 
lines) and related equipment. Write 
to: Vice President, International 
Audio-Visual Services, 4121h W. Main, 
Stroud, OK 74079. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901-761-1350 

The 21st and Eisenhower Sts. church, in 
Odessa, Texas supported us in Sheridan 
and will continue to support the work 
in Buffalo. We are in need of well ground-

ed Christian families to move here to 
enjoy Wyoming's scenic wonderland and 
help us in the Lord's church. The church 
consists of 17 women and girls and 3 men. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers,. 

Elders and Deacons 

Next Class Begins September 1, 1981 

Optional 2nd year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
or Call (512) 282-2486 
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THE REAL TROUBLE WITH 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 

(Continued from page 8) 

God, and walk after other gods, and serve 
them, and worship them, I testify against 
you this day that ye shall sure ly perish. 
As the nations that Jehovah maketh to 
perish before you, so shall ye perish; 
because ye would not hearken unto the 
voice of J ehovah your God." (Deut. 8: 
18-20) . 

The seventh day is the sabbath day, and 
therefore the New Tes tament identifies it 
as such (Acts 13 :27). But t his does not 
mean t ha t it is bound on us (Col. 2:16, 
17). Paul referred to a J ewish assembly 
in Acts 13:27. "For they that dwell in 
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they 
knew him not, nor the voices of the proph
ets which a re read every sabbath, fulfilled 
them by condemning him." But what proof 
is t here in th is of the sabbath being ob
served by Christians as a part of the 
new covenant? It was Paul's custom as a 
J ew to go tv t he synagogue on the sab
bath and preach (Acts 17 :2, 3), but when 
he went to a distinctly Christian assembly 
he went on the first day of the week (Acts 
20 :7). 

Seventh-day Adventist is not sabbath
keeping. This is done by the Seventh-day 
church of God and the Seventh-day Bap
tis t. The real trouble with them is that 
they accept a modern prophet as the of
ficial spokesman of their church-Ellen 
G. White. "Yet now when I sent you a 
testimony of warning and r eproof, many 
of you declare it to be merely the opinion 
of Sr. White. You have thereby insulted 
the Spirit of God. You know how the Lord 
has manifested himself t hrough the spirit 
of prophecy. Past, present, and future 
have passed before me" (Testimonies, V, 
p. 64). "I do 110t write one article to the 
paper expressing merely my own ideas. 
They are what God has opened before me 
in vision-the precious rays of light shin
ing from the throne" (p. 67). "It is not 
the instrument whom you slight and in
sult, but God, who has spoken to you in 
these warnings and reproofs" (pp. 234-
235). 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

W hen you send in a li st ot new subscrlp· 

lions to the Firm Foundation, p lease be 

aure each has the proper Zip Cod .. number 

However, the real trouble with the 11tter the city and state. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Tex" 76059 
P hone 817-645-9203 

,_,_ -•••u_o_.._o_a_D_Y_ -· - u_ ~t_o_o_•--·-~~- - ~~-~~-~~-~~-o- •-~ 

D 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 
You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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How mony religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment witb 

two plom lo cboose from 
GROUP LIFE A VAJLABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed tmlil 
May of 1982 w ith 110 increase 

from las / year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only ofleretl to workers omo11g 
Churches of Christ Foreign lVorkers 
and students in/raining for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americam 

Coverage good anywhere 

Available for Shipment- Now 

Firm Foundation 
Corrununion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$)395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION- SEPTEMBER 22, 1981 



Znd Annual 

HOT SPRIHCiS SOUL WIHHIHCi WORKSHOP 
Oc:tobcrr 1, 2, 3, 1981 e Hot Springs, AR 

G. P. Holt Jerry Jones Reuel Lemmons 

Charles Hodge Doyle Maynard C line Paden 

Other Workshops Speakers: 
J ule Miller Al Jolly 
Judy Miller Opalene Kail 
David Burke Mike Peters 
Nick Young Pat Glenn 
Jerome Williams Ted Cherry 

SOULC2r EHERCiY for the2 ·aos 
For more information, contact: 

Richard Street Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street 
Hot Springs, AR 71901 501/ 624-4132 
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ACU STUDENTS WORK IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Roy Menage and Vanessa Huck inspect 
films trips t hey used in a campaign with 
the Empangeni, South Africa, church. 
They were joined by four other ACU stu
dents in t he five-week campaign, which 
included a vacation Bible school. At right 
is John Baker, a deacon at the Hillcres t 
Church of Christ, Abilene, which spon
sored the s tudents. 

SLx students from Abilene Christian 
University spent five weeks in Em
pangeni, South Africa, assisting in a 
vacation Bible school and an an evan
gelistic campaign. They left for South 
Africa July 2-9 and r eturned August 8-
10. The group was sponsored by the Hill
crest Church, Abilene, Texas, and assist
ed members of the Empangeni Church. 

The students were Ann F erguson of 
Abilene; J an Schroeder of Springfield, 
III.; Roy Menage of Johan nesburg, South 
Africa ; Basil McClure of Roosevelt, Okla.; 
Mark Brison of Huntsville, Ala.; and 
Vanessa Huck of Bournemouth, England. 

The six students are members of the 
Hillcrest Church in Abilene while study
ing at ACU. Each was required to raise 
half the money for his expenses. The uni-

versity students' Sunday morning class at 
Hillcrest made up a special contribution 
of over $5,000 toward the six s tudents' 
expenses. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

A Semester in Italy ... for students interested in international 
studies in the spring semester of 1982. 

Harding University 
in Florence, Italy 

International Studies Program 
• Full program of study in picturesque Florence, the heart of the 

renaissance movement. 

•Bible, history, literature, music and art. 

• Weekend travel included, with trips to Paris, Madrid, Frankfurt and 
others. 

• One week in Athens. 

• Involvement in strengthening the church; uisltlng missionary works 
of Europe. 

•Unmatched experiences of living in rich European culture. 

For brochure and lull details, write: 
Dr. Carl Mitchell, Spring Director 
International Studies Program 
Harding University. Box 939 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143 
Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 556 

HOMECOMING DAY 
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OCTOBER 4, 1981 

All former members and friends of the Alto Rd. Church of 
Ch rist are invited to come HOME and spend an exciting 
and spiritually rich day with us. 

Speakers: 

W. C. Anderson 
and 
Lynn Brust 

AlTO RD. CHURCH OF CHRIST 
600 E. ALTO RD. 
KOKOMO, IN 
(317) 453·1448 
(317) 453-1457 

FIRM FOUNDATION---.SEPTEM~ER 22, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad,•ertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially w nccommodate congre,~ratioru~ 

advertising meeting places, preachers seclcing work or congregntiona seeki n,~r preachers. AJ.o other 
acceptable maUcr. 

lJEAR VALLEY CH URCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIOLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching-.l'ersonal Evangelism-MJssions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

·•app roved !or Vcternn'a training" 
Leon urd M . Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOR'l' HOOD - JilLLEEN, TEXA.S 

Sou t h s id e Churc h ot Christ 1505 S . Trlm
mle r Rd. Robert L. Gregg, M inis ter. Pho ne 
634-6012. Sun. 9 :3 0 & 10 :30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. W e d. 7 :00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLOilAJJO 80228 
LA.KinVOOD CllURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfle ld Ct. 
T e l e.: 988-1 024 

See Yell o w Page s F o r S e rvice Times 
1'rans lation (or Den(. J erry Cnrtwright. , m inister 
ARLINGTON. VA., 20 N. Irving St. , corner oC 
Irvin g & Ar lington Blvu. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capit al & hi•toric N. Va . Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6 :00 P.M. : Bible Study 9: 30 
A.M. Sun .. 7 :30 P .M. Wed. For tra nsportation
directions t>h . 528-0535. Worship with us-- Enjoy a 
Spirit ua l Feast. 
CHATllA:\1, N. J .. Fairmount and S o uthern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW Y OR K CITY AREA. 201-635 -6810 or 
201-635-2 68 8. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr R d. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. P a t McMa han or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314 , Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA~S,:::C::,:I:;IO~O:_;:L.:....,O"'F::-::PR:=-=E:-:A'"'C::cH=Ic::cN:-::G=--
11300 Dub!Jn Road 

l'lcn•nnton. CniUornta 94~0 
.Ja mes W . Fer guson, S r ., Director 

NOW WO RS HIP ON ISLA ND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. P h. (808) 822- 1960 or Clarence Ma~, 
Church oC Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawau 
96146. 
NORTHWEST CH URCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
A\'enue N.E .. Seat tle. W ash. 98155. H you know 
aomeone moving to the Greater Seattle oren drop 
us n line, or call (206) 36•1-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF ORNIA 
CENTRAL CH URCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10 :00 A .M. 10:60 A .M. & 

6:00 P .M. 
Min!Jtera: Lewis Frbby, 714-622-%586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
-----;1\;-it=;iE;;;T;:,R~O.:.;:-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, E vnnP:elis t 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St ., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday chlSscs, 10:15; Worahlp, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visiton Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tbc GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
E VANSVILLE, IND., 22'06 E • .Mor.-n .A"t'e., 
U.S. 4()0 En.t Oppoalte K-M nrt. Orn.,., 4'l''l'
t1Z71. Robby "\Vnde, Min, 470-.coGO. 
SVN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.- Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come vis it u s . P hone 714-679-1010. 
YUni A, ARIZ., ()51 W. Z8th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a .m. & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344-3750 
Gospel P reacher Needed t o wor k with s mn ll Con g re
sralion in Norlh e:u<t T exns. Home furni shed with 
limited Sala ry. Contact : Church oC Christ, P .O. 
Box 368, Celest e , TX 75423, (214) 568-4642. 
" Gospel Minister needed for Church of Chr ist in Sa n 
Benito, Texas. Plense call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling , San 
Benito, 'l'exns 78686." 
A'l'T'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH O F 
GHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sundny 9 :30 & 10:30 a nd 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7 : 00 
P .M. Ca ll 883-2550 or W . P . J olly, Min. 706-2311. 
ConRregnt ion oC 100 plus in n community oC 25.000 
desires sou nd mnture energetic individuul to nssumc 
tmlpit nrench ing respons ibilities. provide lentlership 
f or growing per sonnel work program a nd work in 
other ways with nctive congregation vrogrnms in 
bussing. visitation personnel wor k. radio nnd n e\YS· 
pnper outreach. E xcellent p hysical Cacilities includ
inR home p rovided. Send resu me to Reed Munsell 
838 Williams . Hastings, Nebraska 68901 or call 
(402) -163-14 64 (402) 462-8469. 
" E MPLOYME NT : NORTH ERN CALIFORNIA . 
Sierra Children 's Home is currently h iring child 
care stn ff. (Chr istia n couples.) Good pay nnd bene
fi ts. If interestcd, contact Steve Ber srmnn, Execu
t ive Director. a t P .O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688 , 
or call 707/448-3557." 
Needed Youth DirecU>r/ Son g lcntler . Contnct C. Q. 
Znndal{riff, 500 WedA"ewood, Devine, 'l' X 78016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder ), Church oC Christ, Devine. 

Lt;T US SH ARE OUR TA P E LIBRARY W ITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by J immy J ividen n nd 
others on CIUISelte tnpes. National Lonn Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long en velope for l ist 
nnd plan. Tape Library, H illcrest Church o f Chr ist, 
617 Bacon , Abilene, T cxns 79601. 
P icay une. M iafi . cong regation, located nca r the M is
sissip pi Gulf Coast, S<X>king lon g-ter m, full time 
ministe r. Offering individualized snlnry and benefit 
t>ackage. lllcmbcrship over 100 in growing com
m un ity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Scalcrest D r .. P icayune, Miss. 39466. 
We're on the move I Now Averaginp; 185, By De
cember '81 225. by December '82 285, currently. 
min ister starr of t hree. Need Cull time Personal 
wor ker to (A) e..'Cpand present group a nd (B) de
vclol> n nearby nrea to start new cong regations. 
1-'iclds arc ripe. Tremendous g rowt h OPPOTt unities. 
Pull sala ry nnd moving expenses rently now, wnit
in!f on the r h<ht man. Lon g term commitments. ]( 
Interested. cull night s (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minnenpoli•. Minnesota . 
PREACHER NEEDE D: F ull time foT small con
gregation of npprox imatcly 60 membero. Spiritual 
ma turity nnd experience tle$ired. P lease send resume 
~3f6~urch of Christ, P.O. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 

'WANTED. P reacher to work with smnll but spirit 
rich cong regntion . npprox. 20 members. Young 
eingle or seasoned fami ly man acceptable. P ossible 
need oC partinl supi)Ort depen dinsr on individuals 
needs. H ous ing provided. If interested send r esume, 
tapes. etc. to: Maui Chu rch oC Christ . H wy. 34-Rt . 
l. Box 1, W nichu Bench Rd .. Wailuku, Mnui, HI 
96793, 808/244-5886. 
Church in g rowing town of 4000, 50 miles west of 
Houston on J-10. needs preacher by .Jan . 1. Seek 
liOUnd , experienced, age 30-50 fa mily mnn to moti
vute members hip o f 60. Send resume and ser mon 
tape to Senrch Committ<X>, Sealy Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 6, Sealy, T exas , 77474-0006 by Nov. 1. 
F IE LD REPH ESENTATIVE in n evelopment need
ed for large chi ld-care agen cy. Must. be int,erested 
in people. will in g to t ravel nnd lenrn concepts o f 
t>lun ned-g ivi n~t. Excellent bcn eCits. Salar y open. 
Contact: Floyd I. Stumbo, E xecutive Director . Chil
dren's Home or Lubbock, Box 2824, Lubbock, TX 
79408. Phone, (806) 762-0481. 

CENTURY 21 R UDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents rcndy to serve) 

If yoa arc moYin& anywhere in the U .S.A. or 
Cnnnda we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor . CALL COLLECT! Ask 
Cor Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa. Okla homa 74129. 

Each o ffi ce ia Independently owned nnd operated . 
CONGREGATIO N IN SOUTH T E XAS NEEDS 
F ULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE P ROVIDED 
AND SALAR Y NEGOTIABLE. P LEASE SEND 
RESUME AN D PICTURE TO THE CH URCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS. T EXAS 78355. 
The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, T ex. is in 
n<X>d of a ROUnd Preacher 38 to 55 year s or age. 
For cong regation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd . r m. house a nd a ll u tilit ies furni sh ed. Salar y 
open. \Vrite or call collect to HENRY JII ERRTC K, 
PO 59<1. GROOM. T EXAS. 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 
"Informa tion o n Alnsknn a nd Overseas EmploY
ment. Great income. Cnll 602/ 941-801<1, Depa rtment 
GGG. Phone Call refundab le." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED DI13LES-writc Cor Cree 
leather samples and pricea. Bible Bin dery, Box 2485. 
Abilen e. Texas 79604. 
W ANTED-A complete s et oC t he Millennia! Har
binger. Please write 821 N . Sun nyside Rd .. De
ca tur, IL 62622 or call 217-423-6218 or 217-422-0143. 
Let us p rint the n e."<t membership d irectory oC the 
Lord's Church where you worsh ip. Speedy service. 
reasonable p rice. Send for info rmation and Cree 
sample d irectory. Span gler Ch urch Directory Print
In S>; Service. P .O. Box 1710, A uburn, CA 95603 or 
cnll (9161 885-6776. 

CHURCH OF CHRI ST IN HOLLYW OOD 
GOO N . Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday : Clnsses IOAJit Worship II AM 6 P M 
Ministers: Robert Bhtir nnd Dale Linge 

Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Needed. matu re sincere, could be semi r etired, 
t}rencher. Small congrep:ation result of m lsmnnage
ment. Good potential iC f r iendly n pproach. P a rt ia l 
supi)Or t. Fine bui ld ing, free of debt. Beauti ful city 
on Lake Mich. 10.000 pop. Mission fi eld. Please 
send r esume to Church of Chr ist. P .0 . Box 702. 
Luding ton. Mich . 49-131 or cnll area GIG 843-4664. 
F or Snle: 30 blond pews, 18 ft. long with !{teen 
pods. E xcellent condition. S200 ench. Conlnct W est
s ide chu rch o f Christ. 726 McGee , Nor mnn , Okla
homa 73069, (405) 329-0392, 

\Vnnted- E'xper ienced Gospel p reacher, p referred 
ug" 35 to •16. Cong regation of 130. Send r esu me 
to Erick, Ok lahoma church of Christ, Box 180, 
7:1645. P hone (405) 526-3780 or 526-3289. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. W ayne Stephens, 
P .O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801 . 
" Mature, semi-ret ired couple needed to manage a 
35.u ni t senior cilizen,s reLircmen t fnci li ty. b1nn to 
nssume administrntivc duties and do m ain tena nce 
nnd some ground work. 'Vifc to rnan ugo and work in 
k itchen. Spacious apartment a nd bonrd furnished. 
Snlnry n egolinble. Cont.uct Hugh Foreha nd. Knuf
mnn, T X 214/ 932-6576. " 
"MAT URE PREACHER N EEDED. Cong regation in 
t he g reater Boston a ren needs a full-time evan
gelist. We n rc u body of ntJProximntcly 60 Chris
t ia ns . ' Ve hnvc n praclicully new bui ld ing nnd wo 
nre presently receiving some fina n cial suppo1-t from 
southern congregations. 'Vc desi re very desperately 
to 1<row. We a re seeking n mature, church-building, 
pcot>le-loving man. Salary is negotiable. Please send 
resu me a nd references to Austin Wol frey , P.O. Box 
303•1, Peabody, MA 01960 or call 617/631-2595 or 
635-5736. " 
"Mi n ister Wnntcd: E:xperienced . 40 member con
g reynt ion. P rovide suppor t. for 50(j~ t>lus or snlary. 
House furnished. R esume to Bert L . Dreye r, #3 
Perry Lane. Siou x City, lA 61104. " 

HAVE BIDLF WILL PREACH lTI EJCper ienced , 
mnt.ure preacher immcd intely a vnilnble. Ready for 
lon1< tenure. Cull or write Dick Norma n . 1910 Deep 
Va lley Dr .. Richardson , TX 75080, 214/234-2952. 

"BIBLE Co llege T raining through home s tudy. Ac
credited . Sou thwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, Sa n Angelo, 'l:e."<ns." 

lltAN UELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
nccepting nt>t>lications for housepa rents nnd relief
housepnrenl8. We can offer you a salnry, living ex
l)enses , medical insurnnce, ret irement insuran ce. 
vacation and dnys off. F or ndditionnl information 
a nd a pp licnlion forms contnct J oe H . Booth, Sr., 
D rawer B . Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 

I NVESTIGATE! The Finn Foundntton 
trle.~ to •creen ad"t'ertlOIIng, nnd mil n ot 
knowingly toke queatlonnble ndvertlalng. 
Dut lt Ia the reader'• reaponalblllty to ln
ve•tlgate. L ike any other pnper, we •ome
tlme• u.nwlttt.ngly run u.n un,•orthy ad. 
lui the old anylng goea, before yon lnveat, 
lnve•tt~ratel 

Note to s ubs c r ibe r s: P leas e give your o ld 
a ddress as w e ll as y our new addre ss when 
you move . 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jfte oforJ~ 
Own Church 

tfl 

fiarvefl ..A. CJ,i/Jre66 

A new t echnique in teaching new 
convert s t he importance of the 
church . Third in a series of pro
grammed learning st ud y books de
signed for rapid lea rning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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;po~n 
'Word or 

Q'ffd" 

THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 

• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books-saving time in sele.ctillg 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 $189.50 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 $ 69.50 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 $159.95 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 $ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Availablo in English (KJV) at $3.95 each 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• Spanish, Reina-Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 
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$49.95 

• SPANISH 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE . 
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~Jiloria/ 

Christians Only 

The only goal Pi 'the first century was to get people 
to follow a perso:h--J esus Christ. All his disciples were 
taught to' reproduce his life in their own. They were 
commissi()ned to go everywhere and make disciples of 
Jesus. They were so much like the Master that even 
the unbelievers "took note of them that they had been 
with Jesus." The disciples were such imitators of Jesus 
that they were called "Christians." 

Things have changed in the two thousand years since 
that time. Now religious groups compass land and sea 
to make a proselite, and when they do they woo him to 
a patterned theology and a sectarian cause. Religion 
has become complicated and each group has its shibo
leths. It is time we all go back and rediscover the sim
plicity that is in Christ Jesus. 

On the. day the church began-the first Pentecost 
following the resurrection of Jesus-the simple gospel 
was powerfully preached, and convicted sinners begged 
for information regarding how they might be saved. 
Heaven, using the lips of Peter, responded in simple 
terms. They that gladly received those terms were 
then and there forgiven, and the Lord added each of 
them to his church. 

We would that nothing had ever marred the 
beauty and simplicity of that message and of that re
sponse. Sectarianism had not yet raised its ugly head. 
The Lord continued to add daily those who were being 
saved. They were imperfect people, as men have always 
been, but God's grace was sufficient for them. The 
church had no proper name. It was simply the host 
of redeemed souls who belonged to Jesus because each 
of them had been individually purchased by him with 
his blood. They were his church by right of purchase. 

So far as we are able to understand the Scriptures, 
God gave no distinguishing name to his church. There 
are many descriptive terms such as "bride," "body," 
"Saints," "disciples," "temple," "building," and many 
others-but no distinctive title or name. When we name 
it, carve it on our cornerstones, write it in all our re
ports, paint it on our buildings, print it on our letter
heads and engrave it on our business cards we come 
dangerously close to denominationalizing the church. 
Our members thus become "Church of Christ" chris
tians, rather than Christians only. So far as we can 
discern, the Bible knows no common term by which the 
church of Jesus Christ was known other than the sim
ple designation...:..._"the church." Let it continue to be so 
today if we would restore New Testament patterns. 

This brings to mind the slogan we saw printed on so 
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tnany church signs a few years back: "The Churches 
of Christ Salute You. Rom. 16:16." Few things more 
completely denominate the church than this semi-offi
cial motto. We who preach so much about non-denomi
national Christianity ought to practice it. Would it be 
too much to ask that Christians, when asked what 
church they are members of, reply, "I am just a 
Christian" ? 

We believe it would have a profound effect for good 
on countless thousands who are tired of denominational 
shackles if they could be told that there is a possibility 
of being just a Christian. Why must we voluntarily 
shackle ourselves with a denominational designation 
at the very time when multitudes are repudiating 
theirs? There is no better time than now to demon
strate a desire to restore New Testament practice. This 
is an ideal time to say, "I'm just a Christian-nothing 
more, nothing less and nothing else." 

One who identifies himself as "just a Christian" will 
find that there suddenly opens up to him many oppor
tunities to explain his unique, undenominational posi
tion to people who have become disillusioned with de
nominational religion, and who have thrown off the 
yoke. We are concerned that one reason why we have 
no more evangelistic opportunities among our neigh
bors than we have is because we who have preached 
undenominational Christianity have occupied ourselves 
with making a denomination out of the church. In sim
ply designating one's self as a Christian and the 
church as the church, we have a far greater and in
finitely more consistent opportunity to set forth un
denominational Christianity. 

We need to point people to a person; not to a church. 
It is Jesus who saves; not the church. The church is 
simply the company of people Jesus has saved. We 
need to convert people to Jesus-not to the church. 
People will be· much happier knowing that they are in 
the right person rather than in the right church. That 
will take care of itself if they are in Jesus. 

Some will say that we will lose our identity if we do 
not denominate the church. With what or with whom 
are we to be identified anyway? If we are identified 
with Jesus that ~hould be enough, and the name 
"Christian" should be enough identification for a 
disciple. 
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What Do You Conceive God To Be? 
JOHN N. CLAYTON 

From week to week as I discuss the evidence for God's cxia
tence with people, I become increasingly aware that probably 
the greatest problem which most of us have about God and his 
role in human affairs is our concept of what God is. A person's 
under standing of the nature of God can influence many things. 
Throughout Biblical history men such as David tried to hide the 
things they did from God. Their comprehension of what God is 
and how he acts clearly was of a nature to let them believe t hey 
could hide their sin. The follower s of J esus Christ never did 
understand what his kingdom was all about while J esus was 
here in the f lesh, and many turned from J esu s when he fa iled 
to produce in the materialistic sense the way they conceived 
God to f unction. 

When we try to comprehend God, we are immediately faced 
with a problem of dimensions. Let me express this in a way 
that is unique but helpful. Suppose we refer t o a novel called 
"Flatland" that is written by a man named Abbott. It is the 
story of a man who lives in a two-dimensional world, a sheet of 
paper. He knows no such thing as th ickness, only length and 
width. One even ing as t he man from Flatland sits in hi s Jiving 
room, a sphere crosses the plane (sheet of paper) in which he 
lives. As the spher e touches the plane, a dot appears in the 
Flatland man's living room out of not hi ng. Th is is "fiat'• cre
ation out of nothing, similar to Genesis 1 :1, and the Flatlander 
is terrified. As the sphere moves further into the sheet of paper, 
t he dot becomes a circle which gets larger and larger. When 
the sphere sinks in far enough ·to have r eached its equator, its 
circle nearly fills the r oom and Flatlander is ready to flee. As 
the sphere moved on down, t he circle in Flatland gets smaller 
and smaller until it finally disappears. 

You and I can understand what has happened in t his case 
because we, like the sphere, a r e three-dimensional. The man 
living in Flatland has absolutely no way of understanding what 
a sphere is or how a dot can appear in his living room out of 
nothing and become a circle. 

Man, being a three-dimensional being, has the same problem 
as the man in Flatland when he a ttempts to understand God 
or time or any other form which is not in his dimension. What 
fs time? We know it exists, but a ll we can do is to r elate it to 
things we do understand in our own dimension, such as velocity 
and distance. The Bible describes God as "a Spirit" (John 4 :24) 
and Love, Te1-ror, Mercy to help us under stand his nature. We 
are also told that we "Jive and move and have our being'' in 
God (Acts 17:22 on), which again describes God's all-presence 
and control. Passages like Jeremiah 23:23-26 and II Peter 3:8 
also describe God's spiritua l makeup and control over time and 
space. 

There are many doctrinal, scient ific, and philosophical points 
related to these ideas. Let us make a very incomplete list of 
these to give the reader some food for thought. Each of these 
issues has as its foundation an erroneous concept of what God 
is and what his Kingdom and its relationship to ma n is a ll about. 

Creation: Many scientists view creation of matter by God as 
an unscientific concept. These same individuals f ully accept the 
existence of time, photons, and other non-three-dimensional 
entities. Like the sphere in Flatland, God can cross our limited 
sphere of existence and create "miraculously" in many differ
ent ways. It is reasonable and consistent scientifically to believe 
this. 

Prayer: A prevalent attitude among many people is that 
prayer must be formal, vocal, at a certain place or in a certain 
structure, and must conform to a very r igid pattern. If one 
realizes that every second a nd every place existent in the cre
ation is filled with God, such attitudes disappear. God hears 
prayers spoken in one's mind with five other people in the car 
on a busy interstate. If we " live and move and have our being'' 
in God there is clearly no restriction in our communica tion with 
him. 

Answers to prayer: The way God answers prayer is also 
comprehendible only if we under stand his nature. Do we expect 
a giant hand to come out of the sky to affect our wis.hes and 
petitions? God operates through his providence. The Holy Spirit 
moves not in a limited, physical sen se, but in a way which 
"works a ll things to good" (Romans 8:28). When we ask God's 
help in avoiding s in, we have to r ealize God will not destroy the 
sin object, but "provide a way of escape." If we want God to 
force solutions, we do not understand God's nature, but conceive 
him and his activity in a limited molecular framework. 

Heaven, hell, reward, punishment, etc.: Wars have been fought 
over men's understandings of God's promises. Many people 
today understand God's prophecies and promises in a totally 
physical way. L ike the people of Jesus' day, many feel J esus is 
going to establish a physical kingdom on planet Earth. In spite 
of Christ's repeated statements that his kingdom was not of 
this world, and Paul's statements of our acquisi tion of "new 
bodies" in I Corint hians 15, many would place man's r elationship 
to Christ in a physical realm. In the same way many attempt t~ 
equate heaven and hell with phys ical situations on Earth r.nd 
again end up with complications. Our existence in heavr,n (;r 
hell will not be anything like what we have come in contact with 
here on Earth. Because we will no longer be physical beings, our 
eternal existence cannot be totally grasped by our minds which 
r eceive stimuli in a totally physical way. 

Man's soul: Modern behavioral psychology attempts to deny 
the existence of the soul of man. There has even been a move
ment among religious people to weigh or to photograph a soul. 
Once again, the failure to understand God's nature and how we 
are in his image is obvious. 

We could give many other examples, but hopefully these will 
suffice. I am convinced that more study and teaching must be 
engaged in to r emove the limited concept of God found in the 
minds of ma ny people. A great stride toward r eligious unity 
could be made if this were accomplished. 
17411 Battles Road, South Bend, IN 46614 
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At Pepperdine-

The William Green Lecture Programs 
JERRY RUSHFORD 

Jerry Rushford 

William McAllen Green (1897-1979) enjoyed two teaching 
careers that spanned nearly six decades. He was Professor of 
Classics at the University of California, Berkeley from 1927 to 
1962, and he was Professor of Ancient Christian Literature at 
Pepperdine University from 1962 to 1974. 

Dr. Green was born in Southern California and attended high 
school in Northern California. He was educated at the Univer
sity of California, Berkeley (B.A., M.A., Ph.D.) where he was 
awarded his doctorate in 1930 for research on Augustine's City 
of God. 

William Green and Ruby Lanier wer e married in Berkeley by 
T. B. La rimore on April 20, 1928. Theirs was the first wedding 
performed in the new church building at Prince and Fulton. 
Their home in Berkeley, affectionately known as the "Green 
Hotel," was always a haven for Christian students, minister s, 
and missionaries-on-leave. The Greens were blessed with three 
children and nine gr andchildren. 

One of Dr. Green's major contributions to t he church was his 
support of Christian educat ion. When P epperdine launched its 
M.A. program in religion in 1944, Dr. Green assisted the young 
college by agreeing to teach on its summer school facul ty. On 
other occasions, he was a visiting professor at Harding Univer
sity in Arkansas, Abilene Christian University in Texas, and 
Florence Bible School in Italy. He also served for one year as 
the Dean of Ibaraki Christian College in J apan . 

In the midst of his busy career, Dr . Green found the time to 
f ulf ill the du ties of an elder in the church. He served in this 
position of responsibility for nearly for ty years. 

Pepperdine University is firmly persuaded that one of the 
finest services it can render its students is to bring distinguished 
Christian scholars to the campus. With this in mind, the Uni
versity was pleased to announce the inauguration of the William 
M. Green Lectures in the school year of 1980-81. This program 
is designed to bring an outstanding scholar from the Church of 
Christ to the Malibu campus each year. The endowment of the 
program is made possible by the voluntary contributions of in
terested Christians. 

Modeled after such excellent lecture programs as the W. B. 
West Lectures at the Ha rding Graduate School, the W illson
Mon·is Lectures at Lubbock Christian College, and the Staley 
Lectures at Abilene Christian University, the William M. Green 
Lectures will provide a forum for the advancement of Christian 
scholarship. 

Dr. William M. Green was well known as an authority on 
Augustine, and he was selected to edit and tr anslate Augustine's 
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City of God for the Loeb Classical Library. He also edited a 
number of Augustine's treatises for the Vienna Corpus of the 
Latin Fathers. Out of his immense background in Greek and 
Latin liter ature, he published a wealth of articles in various 
scholarly publications. 

One of Dr. Green's finest contributions to Christian scholar
ship was .his involvement with the R estomtion Quarterly. He 
was one of the founding editor s of t his journal in 1957, and 
through the years it carried many of his articles and reviews on 
ancient church history. 

It is highly appropriate that t his lectw·e program will per
petuate the memory of William M. Green. Dr. Green was the 
personific~tion of the true Christian scholar. His impressive 
academic achievements were always tempered by his own per
sonal humility. As E. W. McMillan has said : "For about f orty 
years I knew Dr. William Green as a family man, a teacher, a 
preacher, a scholar . No one made larger tracks than he made. 
And yet, the most overpowering heritage he left to others was 
his humility." 

The lecture program honoring the memory of Dr. Green was 
inaugurated on October 21, 1980, the f ir st anniversary of his 
death. On that evening, Dr. J . P. Sanders, the President of 
Columbia Christian College in Portland, Oregon gave a special 
lecture at Pepperdine on "The Challenge of Christian Ethics." 
Among those who were present on that historic occasion were 
Ruby Green, the widow of William Green, and Helen Pepperdine, 
the widow of George Pepperdine. 

It was fitting that Dr. Sanders should be honored as the 
inaugural lecturer in this new series. He and Dr. Green were 
the closest of f riends for many years, and they had been col
leagues on the Pepperdine faculty. 

Dr. Frank P ack, Distinguished Professor of Religion at P ep
perdine University, has been selected as the second annual Green 
lecturer. On October 27, 1981, he will present a special lecture 
entitled "One Hundred Years Since Westcott and Hort, 1881-
1981." The choice of Frank Pack is both logical and appropri
ate. He is an outstanding Christian scholar. And, like Dr. San
ders, he was a long-time friend and associate of William Green. 

As a footnote to this article, I am now in the process of col
lecting and editing memoirs of Dr. Green for publication in a 
booklet. Approximately twenty-five memoirs have already been 
submitted. All former friends and colleagues of Dr. Green are 
encouraged to write down their memories of him and send t hem 
to me at Pepperdine. Photographs of Dr. Green would also be 
appreciated. 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California 90265 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

Love One Another: The Message of 1 John 
RAY NOTGRASS 

The beautiful letter of 1 John is a treatise on the need and 
motivation for love among believers. Written to reassure and 
encourage Christians who had evidently experienced some divi
sion or turm<>il (2:18-19), the letter abounds with admonitions 
to Christians to show the love of Jesus toward one another. 
The letter deals with some important questions about our atti
tudes in the fellowship of the church. 

Why Don't We Love One Another? 
Evidently this is a widely-recognized problem among many 

Christians and in many congregations today. It is a problem 
which John's generation faced as well, and he suggests several 
reasons for it. 

Walking in darkness (1:6, 2:9-11). Love in the fellowship is 
hampered by sin and unrepentant attitudes in the body. We can 
become so preoccupied with sin that it clutters (>Ur lives and we 
cannot have the best interests of others at heart. Sin is selfish
ness, and it is difficult for you to care about others when you 
are only interested in you. 

Love of the world (2:15-16; 5:21). So often we care about 
things more than we care about people. We are most comfort
able with things: things don't complain or cry. People, on the 
other hand, sometimes commit the same sins over and over be
fore they learn. We can control things; we cannot control peo
ple. But if our idols, our objects of worship, are lower than 
God, we will be debased ourselves and we will have a wrong 
view of others. 

We have seen our brother (4:20). It is sometimes easier to 
love someone with whom we have little direct contact. We can 
love God because he is perfect and loving and everything about 
him is good. But then, there is you. You probably know people 
whom you care about but see very seldom. But what about your 
spouse, or your best friend in the church? The shining image 
has worn off of him because you know his sins. It can be a 
problem when it is not approached or understood correctly. 

Fear (4:17-18). Fear of what? Fear to love. Fear to let oth
ers' interests be more important to you than your own-yours 
might not get the primary attention! Fear of being vulnerable, 
fear of being taken for granted, fear of being hurt. Fear that 
you won't like me. Fear that you will discover that I have dark
ness in my life. 

Why Should We Love One Another? 
In one sense, everyone is unworthy because we. all are sinful 

and at times very unlovable. But we are really worthy of love 
because we are God's children and created in his image (5:1). 
John uses the motivation of saying "we ought to," but he also 
goes deeper. 

He loved us first (4:9, 11, 19). Isn't it almost natural for you 
to- take an interest in people who take an interest in you? 
Aren't you moved to be more compassionate, helpful, and inter-

ested in others when someone shows you love and compassion? 
It is a proof of sonship (3:10, 14; 4:7, 16; 5:1). John 13:35 

conveys the same idea: "All men will know that you ·are my 
disciples if you love one another." Do you have a heart that is 
born of God? Are you beginning to take on the characteristics 
of your Father? If it is true that this is to be our new nature, 
it would seem most appropriate that it would show itself most 
among those who share with us the new nature and the new 
heart. 

You know forgiveness (1:7; 2:12; 3:19-20). Freed from the 
burden of guilt, you can relate to others in the joy of your 
forgiveness and salvation. You can use your energies not in 
frustration, worry, guilt, and fear, but in loving and serving 
others. 

It is a command (3:23; 4:21). Showing love toward the breth
ren is really a test of Lordship, is it not? Jesus said, "Why do 
you call me Lord and not do the things I say?" I:f he is your 
Lord and if he has commanded that we show love toward one 
another, what should keep us from doing it, except sin within 
us? 

How Are We To Love One Another? 

There are as many specific ways to love one another as there 
are Christians and circumstances. To try to list them all would 
he futile. But John suggests some general ideas to follow in 
determining how to love the brethren. 

Be distinct from the world (1:7; 3:1-3, 5:35). We must un
derstan dthat our oneness and fellowship in Christ come not 
as a result of sharing the same interests but as a result of being 
God' family. The unity we share in our new life and in our new 
mission leads us to show our concern for one another. 

Provide for material needs (3:16-17). Sometimes the need is 
food, or a place to stay. Sometimes it is a sympathetic ear to 
listen to your brother's problems. Sometimes it is the very spiri
tual act of giving a cup of cold water in Jesus' name. God's 
love for us extends to the very mundane and material (Matthew 
6 :2-34). Loving your brother does also. 

Show concern for their spiritual growth (5:16-17). You need 
to care enough about a brother or sister to pray for him or her 
and to be genuinely concerned about their spiritual well-being. 

Love God and obey his commands (5:2). What better thing 
could you do for your brothers and sisters than to lead a life in 
keeping with God"s commands? It is not only the command to 
love them that affects them or helps them or shows that you 
care about them. You care about them by caring for the fellow
ship. You care about them by keeping yourself free from sin 
and not hurting them by sinning. When you work for what is 
best and most important in life, your brothers and sisters will 
benefit from your life. That is love. 

University Christian Student Center, Oxford, Miss. 88655 
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Problems of 

Strong Congregations 
DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Much has been written about the problems of living the Chris
tian life in places where the church is weak. Much less has been 
written about the problems encountered by Christians living in 
places where the church is strong. Although no one assumes the 
problems are unimportant, the fact that Christians in increas
ing numbers are crowding into places where the church is strong 
makes it appear that Christians are taking it for granted that 
the problems are less in such places. 

First, a definition of "strong'' must be given. For working 
purposes, we will say that the church is strong in an area, if 
Christians do not need to attend planned meetings to encounter 
other Christians. In such places, the Christian will meet other 
Christians in conducting daily business, whether paying utility 
bills, dealing with the P. T .A. or buying a house. Those who live 
in weak areas may meet other Christians only at scheduled 
services. This often leaves them with the feeling that they are 
conducting the Christian warfare alone. 

Today, there are between fifteen and twenty areas where the 
church could be called strong. Numbers, alone, will not make 
the church strong, but for purposes of this article, we will as
sume that churches large in number give the ·appearance of 
strength. Because of this appearance of strength, large num
bers are moving to them, giving them even greater numerical 
strength. 

This is one of the decisions unique to the twentieth century; 
that is, the opportunity to decide where to live. Probably, the 
decisive motive for most Christians' decision to move to the 
strong areas is that of family consideration. Although no one 
can blame the Christian for putting children first, there are 
many dangers for the church, nation wide, when large numbers 
decide to abandon difficult places. 

The purpose of this article is not to discourage Christians 
from moving to places where the church is strong. Rather, it is 
to warn of problems; problems of such an unexpected nature 
that a strong Christian may be thrown completely out of the 
stride he has developed in serving the Lord in other places. 

One of the most difficult jobs for the strong Christian will be 
that of readjustment to different duties. Where the church is 
weak, the Christian must develop qualities of leadership. Gen
erally, he will develop his talents for public leadership; talents 
such as preaching, teaching, and leading song services. 

When he moves into the fellowship of a strong congregation, 
there may be ten to fifty qualified people already doing these 
jobs. The church may work him into these positions, and yet, he 
will realize he is not really needed. 

As a result, the problem becomes one of whether the Chris
tian can keep the same zeal he had when he knew his work was 
really needed. 
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There are many other jobs besides those of public leadership. 
The ability to adjust to these new roles will likely be decisive in 
determining whether the Christian with leadership skills can 
maintain his zeal in places where his leadership is no longer 
deeply needed. Further, he must be able to live with the fact 
that he has talents which are needed in difficult places. In 
order to do so, he will need to be persuaded that he is making 
a contribution to a congregation which is itself making a great 
contribution. 

Secondly, the strong Christian may suffer a feeling of a loss 
in meaningful Christian fellowship. For some, it may even be 
difficult to fonn Christian friendships in a strong congregation. 
For one reason, it is assumed you are strong. Those who are 
already there have their Christian friends, and, they reason 
that if you are strong enough, you can take care of yourself. 
ConsequeBtly, many Christians have moved into places where 
the church was strong and discovered that they had fewer, not 
more close Christian friends. 

Christian fellowship itself may be less satisfying. In mission 
areas, fellowship is the life-building force for Christians. Where 
the church is strong, the fellowship can become an end in itself. 
Instead of serving sa a time of renewal, fellowship can become 
an event in which various people try to make a splash. Doing 
things the proper way may become more important than being 
together. Oddly enough, being up-to-date in fashion may be 
more important where the church is strong than where it is 
weak. 

A third problem arises from the fact that in strong places, a 
Christian may be dealing with other Christians when he does 
such daily tasks as paying his utility bills or buying a house. 
This has ·some advantages, but under the best circumstances 
misunderstandings occur. If a business makes a mistake or mis
treats a Christian, it is easy to have hard feelings towards fel
low Christians associated with those businesses. 

Where the church is weak, the Christian is usually not sur
prised when he feels cheated, but he expects to do most, if not 
all of his business with non-Christians. When brethren deal 
with brethren on everyday matters, the dangers of misunder
standing and resentment are never far away. 

Undoubtedly, many Christians will do better spiritually in 
places where the church is strong. However, for a significant 
number, the result of moving from a weak area to a strong will 
be disappointment and reduced zeal. 

The decisive questions to ask may well be: (1) can you main
tain zeal when your leadership skills are barely needed, (2) can 
you thrive on the fellowship of those who know little of the 
struggles you have had in difficult places, and (2) can you 
accept the fact that the more you deal with Christians in every
day matters, the more you will discover their weaknesses? 
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A Condensed Story of the Bible (5) 
FRANK CHESSER 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the com
ing of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; And he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse" (Mal. 4:5-6). Thus, declare the last two verses in 
the Old Testament. That the prophet was speaking of the com
ing of John the Baptist in the "spirit and power of Elias" (Luke 
1:17) there can be no doubt, for Jesus said of John, "And if ye 
will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come" (Matt. 
11:14). 

The prophet Isaiah foretold the coming and purpose of John 
when he said, "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God" (Isaiah 40:3). Thus came John "preach
ing in the wilderness of Judea, And saying, Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 3:1-2). The voice of John 
ended four hundred years of divine silence and set the stage for 
the appearance of Christ. 

At the birth of Jesus, the heavenly chorus cried out with 
great joy, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward man" (Luke 2:14). The birth of Jesus con
stituted a major step in Godrs scheme of human redemption. 
Jesus is the "seed of woman" (Gen. 3:15); the one through 
whom God's promises to Abraham ·was to be fulfilled (Gen. 
12:3; Gal. 3:16); the prophet like unto Moses (Duet. 18:15); 
the son whose name is Immanuel (lsa. 7:14); the "Wonderful, 
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace" (Isa. 9 :6) ; the suffering servant (lsa. 53); and the 
king• (Zech. 9 :9). 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John comprise four accounts of the 
one gospel. Though each was written from a different perspec
tive, the primary purpose of all four accounts was summed up 
by John when he declared, "But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31). 

Following three and a half years of personal ministry, Jesus 
endured a mock trial and then ascended the lonely hill to Golgo
tha's brow. The story of the Bible is the story of blood. Prior 
to the cross, every drop of animal blood shed for sacrificial 
purposes prefigured the death and shed blood of Jesus Christ, 
the perfect Lamb of God. Like the beams of the cross, pointing 
in two directions, the blood of Christ flowed backward to Adam, 
making it possible for God to justifiably extend forgiveness to 
all those under previous dispensations who were characterized 
by faith and obedience. The blood also flowed forward to the 
end of time, thus allowing God to exercise forgiveness toward 
all those under the present dispensation who manifest obedient 
faith with regard to the gospel of Christ. 

The Old Testament looks forward in anticipation to two basic 
events, the coming of the Messiah and the establishment of his 
kingdom. The preaching of John- the Baptist ("Repent ye for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand"), echoes the reality of the 
first and states the soon to be fulfillment of the second. Fol
lowing his resurrection and moments before his ascension, Jesus 
furnished the apostles with some final instructions relative to 
the coming kingdom. They were commanded to· tarry in J eru
salem until they were "endued with power from on high." Hav
ing received such power, they were then to make known the 
gospel to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Lk. 24:45-53). 

God planned and worked for four thousand years in order to 
arrive at Pentecost of Acts 2. The events of Acts 2 were clearly 
mapped out in the mind of God before time was carved out of 

eternity. Being "endued with power" by the Holy Spirit, the 
apostles began proclaiming the wonderful works of God in the 
various languages of all those who were present on this momen
tous occasion. Possessing no explanation of this unusual event, 
some mockingly accused the apostles of being drunk. Peter re
sponded with a quotation from the prophet Joel, proving that 
what was taking place was divine in origin. 

Peter proceeded to emphasize four basic truths with regard to 
Christ. He was verified as the Son of God by miracles; delivered 
by God"s determinate counsel and foreknowledge; crucified by 
many of those present on that very occasion and raised from 
the dead by the power of God. In order to substantiate his state
ment concerning the resurrection of Christ, Peter quoted from 
David and then affirmed, "This J e~us hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses" (Acts 2 :32). 

Having been convinced by the evidence that Jesus was truly 
the Messiah, the Son of God, many recognized their guilt before 
God and earnestly petitioned Peter for the answer to their 
question, "What shall"we do?" (Acts 2:37). Almost three thou
sand complied immediately with Peter's directive to "repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins," and consequently, were added by the Lord 
to his church (Acts 2:38-47). 

The establishment of the church was the culmination of 
prophecy. The church is the "house of the Lord" of Micah 4:1; 
the "latter house" of Haggai 2 :9; the "kingdom" of Isaiah 
9 :7 and the "kingdom which shall never be destroyed" of Daniel 
2:44. Its foundation is the "stone" of Pslams 118:22; its law is 
the "new covenant" of Jeremiah 31:31-34; and its spirit is the 
"peace" of Isaiah 2:4. The church is not a divine afterthought, 
a way out of a divine dilemma, or a temporary substitute for 
the real thing. It is the result of God's eternal purpose (Eph. 
3 :1-11), the supreme object of the love of Christ (Eph. 6 :26) 
and the product of the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28). Every time 
an individual renders obedience to the gospel of Christ he is 
immediately added tq the church of Christ and thus, enjoys the 
fruition of God's ancient promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:3). 

Following Acts 2, the remainder of the Bible traces the proc
lamation of the gospel and the growth of the church through
out the Roman Empire. The epistles contain divine precepts 
relative to the life, work and worship of the church. The story 
of the Bible closes with a heart-stirring message of hope and 
assurance. The design of Revelation is to instill confidence 
within the heart. It proclaims the ultimate victory of right over 
wrong, truth over error and God over Satan. 

Route 6, Whiteoak Road, Thomson, Georgia 30824 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION pUBJ.ISBJNG HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austill, Texas '18'16'1 
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Christian Endorsements 
Because of some past articles published, 

I'm angered at some of the reactions I 
receive from gospel preachers, also elders 
and deacons, concerning social drinking 
by members of the Lord's church. 

As an ex-alcoholic and drug abuser, 
recovered · by God's grace, I am really 
appalled that there are those in leadership 
positions within the church, who openly 
endorse social drinking as O.K. for Chris
tians, when used sensibly, or in modera
tion. Am I out of touch? 

There are 10,000,000 known alcoholics 
alone in the U.S. If out of all these sin 
sick wretched lost souls, you have because 
of your emlorsement of the social mores 
of today, been responsible for one soul 
doomed to hell; I don't need to refer to 
scripture to know what your fate is! 

In addition, if I don't tell you of the 
danger I am responsible for keeping it to 
myself, thus my soul is jeopardized, as 
well as yours, and it goes on and on! 

Christians have no choice. God is No. 1: 
We can and will as humans rationalize 
any situation to fit our wants; and wants 
can kill the spirit as quick as anything. 
We can find reasons, scriptures, theories, 
books, etc., anything to justify the rea
soning we take on certain issues. But if 
we are wrong, we're wrong; that's it! If 
we are not honest with ourselves now, how 

Acceptable Worship 
Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us that 

those who worship God acceptably wor
ship him "in spirit and in truth." (John 
4:24.) 

To worship God in spirit is to worship 
with a spiritual attitude of mind and dis
position of heart. It is to "gird up" the 
loins of our minds and hearts and center 
them wholly upon the Lord. (I Pet. 1 :13.) 
It is to worship "with reverence and 
godly fear." (Heb. 12:28.) Abraham 
drove away the birds that tried to devour 
his sacrifice. (Gen. 15 :8-11.) Analogous
ly, we must drive away the flitting, 
wandering, worldly thoughts which would 
destroy our sacrifice of prayer and praise. 

To worship God in truth is to engage 
in the acts of worship authorized in the 
New Testament, and only those author
ized therein. "Whosoever goeth onward 
and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, 
hath not God: he that abideth in the 
teaching, the same hath both the Father 
and the Son." (2 John 9.) 

Samuel Bolton has well said: "The 
word of God . . . is the only supreme; 
authoratative, infallible rule and judge 
of matters of doctrine and worship, of 
things to be believed and things to be 
done." (Christian Economics, Aug. 1, 1967, 
p. 2.) 

The acts of worship authorized in the 
New Testament are referred to in the 
following passages: 

"And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 
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LUKE CURTIS 

on earth can we build that right relation
ship with God, right now, that will insure 
us of the right one with him when our 
days on earth are over? 

What kind of example should a preach
er, elder, or deacon be? Titus and Timo
thy knew! We become so influenced by 
peers, the media, the acquisition of prop
erty, goods and services; I'm afraid we 
forget that we are the models for those 
we lead, and they become mirrors for our 
deeds and actions, so if we endorse Sa
tan's way and temptations won't they 
follow? 

If they are real, every day, practicing 
Christians they won't, but if they are 
little cm.es in Christ, they might, and we 
do not have the right to lead them astray 
by irresponsibly arrived at sanctions that 
could lead to. the destruction of even one 
soul! 

If I'm preaching it's because I think 
it's high time, we quit hiding our heads 
in the sand, and the safety and comfort 
of our church offices, the country clubs 
and fine homes and called a sin what it 
is: sin. Going against God's word! Self 
indulgence, no Bible study on a daily 
basis, and the willingness to conform 
to the mess we are in now is wrong! 
Social drinking is not an acceptable way 
of life, no more than dishonesty, lying, 
cheating, debauchery, or any of the other 

G. F. RAINES 

breaking of bread and the prayers." (Acts 
2:42.) 

"And be not drunken with wine, where
in is riot, but be filled with the Spirit; 
speaking one to another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the 
Lord." (Eph. 5:18, 19.) 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; in all wisdom teaching and ad
monishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts unto God." (Col. 
3:16.) 

The music of the apostolic church was 
exclusively vocal. 

Frederic Louis Ritter' of Vas8ar Col
lege, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., in his History 
of Music from the Christian Era to the 
Present Time, says: "We have no real 
knowledge of the exact character of the 
music which formed a part of the religi
ous devotion of the first Christian con
gregations. It was, however, purely 
vocal." 

The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge, internationally rec
ognized as the standard encyclopedia of 
religion in the English language, says: 
"The absence of instrumental music from 
the church for some centuries after the 
apostles and the sentiment regarding it 
which pervades the writings of the fa
thers are unaccountable, if in the apostolic 
church such music was used." (Vol. 3, 
p. 1961.) 

(Continued on page 11) 

excesses of the world are acceptable to 
God! 

When I see the love and trust in the 
eyes of my grandchildren, my wife, 
friends and those I'm close to; it's at 
that time I realize what the Lord has 
charged me with, and that is a joy that's 
unlimited, when I discharge my respon
sibilities as a gospel preacher in a manner 
that pleases God. We need help; I need 
help on a daily basis, and that help comes 
fom God's word, and by preaching Jesus 
in spirit and in truth. 

When we conform to society, and its 
debasing values today, we are out of 
touch with God! Only God and his Son 
are real, and fulfilling, all the rest is 
emptiness. 

Take a stand and when an issue such 
as social drinking arises, and you know 
it's wrong, say so!! We represent Christ. 
Was he afraid to say sin is wrong? No!! 
Can we be anything less? 
Box 1331, Huntsville, TX 77340 

Communication and the 
Missionary 

WILLIAM V. CLARY. 

It has been the writer's experience that 
the biggest complaint of most members 
is lack of communication from leaders 
regarding plans. This has been a major 
complaint of those in the mission field as 
well. 

It seems that when things are going 
well in a mission work little if any com
munication comes from the leaders pro
viding the oversight. Elders rarely con
tact the missionary and most members of 
the supporting congregation don't even 
know the person's name they are helping 
support or have little knowledge of the 
family or mission point. Brethren, this 
ought not to be! 

When a phone call comes or a letter 
arrives, most of the time it will require 
the missionary to go to the supporting 
congregation or concerns support and the 
future of the work. Perhaps communicat
ing on both sides could make every work 
more effective; this writer is convinced 
that it will never hurt. 

If you are supporting a mission point 
don't feel that sending money is the end 
of your obligation. Paul wrote many let
ters recorded in the New Testament, but 
one does not have to read long to recog
nize that he received several as well. How 
many personal letters have you mailed 
to a missionary? 

Sending news of the congregation, fam
ily, area, and plans for the future will do 
much to brighten the life of one in .a 
"hard place" and will reaffirm the com
mitment between the supporting and the 
supported. Any tidbit is welcome. Con
sider the message of Proverbs 25 :25 "As 
cold waters to a thirsty soul, So is good 
news from a far country." 

Why not sit down today whether in the 
field or at home and write a letter to each 
other. 

Bless be the tie that binds! 
856 S. State St., Lincoln, IL 62656 
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Ministering to the Young Through the Schools 
SID T . WOMACK: 

The Need. There is a crying need for the Spirit of Christ to 
be seen in our nation's schools. Delinquency, alcoholism, vulgar
ity, drug abuse, violence, and contempt for a uthority testify 
that at this time, Christianity is absent from school. There is a 
need for Christian teachers who are themselves governed by a 
stronger internal discipline than the letter of the law to set 
good examples for our confused young people. Confused young 
people is what they are-confused and turned off by weak par
ents who tell them to "do as I say and not as I do." Examples 
of Christianity are badly needed. Young people are fed up with 
hyprocrisy and weakness. They long for believable adult figures 
who are "steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord." Young people today are searching for adult au
thority figures that t hey can trust. 

The Challenge. Being a public school teacher today is not 
easy. To people coming from structured homes with a lot of 
discipline, becoming a teacher would almost appear to be pitch
ing one's tents closer to Sodom. A young person contemplating 
this choice should remember the prophecies of J esus as they are 
recorded in Isaia h 53. From personal experience I cannot say 
that any persecutions visited upon a dedicated Christian teacher 
would likely be as severe as those that befell J esus. But there 
are times in the school year, even within the school day, that a 
Christian might wonder if the schoolhouse foundation could 
bear the weight of one more sin. School is a busy place. It is a 
busy place of people succeeding, failing, repenting, regrouping, 
recommitting themselves, and seeking to evade justice, all at one 
time. For that reason, the school has been called "a microcosm 
of society." Society sends its problems to school for the school 
to straighten them out. (The school can't do anything the home 
won't Jet it.) 

It is in f ulfilling the role of an educator that one will meet 
other challenges: challenges from within oneself. Do you have a 
high temper? Is your speech pure? Is your mind on spiritual 
things? Are you temperate in all things? These are things that 
the educator will find out about himself as he deals with today's 
youth. The school environment can provide impetus and struc
ture for improving in problem areas, if one is willing to maka 
a realistic assessment of himself as these insights become ap
parent. 

The Rewards. Educators in today's schools learn to live with 
inconspicuous victories. A kind word or a strong example may 
be far more powerful in their effects than today's youth will 
likely acknowledge. Peer pressure today to do wrong among 
young people is very strong, and visible signs of responding to 
what is good may not be as appar ent with these students as they 
were with t hose of the last generation. But the effect is still 
t here : "My Word . . . sha ll not return to me void, but it shall 
accomplish t hat which I please . . ." were the words of God 
through I saiah. Numerous t imes this author in his nine years 
of teaching has heard students tell him privately that dedica
tion to what was right was greatly appreciated. Oftentimes 
these comments were from students of other religious beliefs. 

A Christian teacher can sometimes come closer to relating to 
adolescents than can their minister. They associate with that 
minister only a few hours per week, if at a ll , but they are in
fluenced by their teacher for as much as 35 hours a week. Edu
cation is a powerful way for a Chris tian to "let your light so 
shine before men that t hey may see our good works, and glorify 
our Father who is in Heaven." 

Additional Advantages. I have experienced several advantages 
in my ministry from being a public school teacher and a minis
ter for a r ural congregation of 40-50 Christians. Since my wife 
and I are both t eacher s, we have an already comfortable fi
nancial base on which to build our other religious) activities. 
Paul must have experienced the same advantage in his work 
with Aquila and Priscilla . Being financially independent from 
the monetary rewards of preaching confers upon a minister a 
considerable amount of psychological freedom from real or 
imagined censureship. Although I like the congregation that I 
minister to, if tha t relat~onship were for some reason severed, 
it would not be a financial disaster for my family, for that in
come is small compared to that from ow· public school careers. 

This financial freedom also means that we do not have to 
look only to medium to large size congregations for a place to 
carry out our ministry, since the size of the monetary reward, 
usually associated wtih congregational size, is not an important 
consideration. Small congregations need preachers, too--the 
most dedicated men they can find. Small congregations do not 
necessarily have small problems, nor do they by any means pro
duce small Christians. A dual role ca n provide one with plenty 
of intellectual stimulation for producing sermons. 

Sometimes, the tougher the students are that I deal with in 
public school, the more inspiration I have for developing sermon 
material. My reaction to sin is far from unique. Observe what 
proportion of the Bible is dedicated to describing God's plan for 
man, occurring after the first sin, as compared to that minor 
portion of the Bible describing events that occurred beforehand. 

More Christian teacher/ministers are needed in the Lord's 
kingdom. I would recommend this path to any young person 
having the personality/disposition to pursue it . 

2404 Woodville, Bryan, T X 77801 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 

• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books--saving time in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 $189.50 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 $ 69.50 

Old Testament Regular 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 $159.95 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 $ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Ava ilable in Eng lish (KJV) at $3.95 each 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• Spanish, Relna·Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 $49.95 

• SPANISH 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Qty. Product Number Price 

Add Postage and Handling Total $ ______ _ 

SHIP TO: 

Nam~--------------------------------------

Addres.s._ __________________________________ _ 

Clty ________________ state ________ .JIP'-------
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ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP 

(Continued from page 8) 
Another notable scholar and historian, 

E. S. Lorenz, says: "Singing (there was 
no instrumental accompaniment) was lit
tle more than a means of expressing in a 
practicable, social way, the common faith 
and experience . • . The music was purely 
vocal. There was no instrumental accom
paniment of any kind!! (Chu'rok Music, 
pp. 217, 250; see also p. 404.) 

Let us remember that all we do in our 
worship must be done in the name (by the 
authority) of Jesus Christ. Paul says: 
"And whatsoever ye do, in word or in 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him." (Col. 3:17.) "Now these 
things, brethren, I have in a figure trans
ferred to myself and Apollos for your 
sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go 
beyond the things which are written." 
(1 Cor. 4 :6.) 

FREED-HARDEMAN TO 
HONOR ELDERS 

Elders, their wives, and preachers of 
areas churches of Christ are invited to a 
banquet in their honor Friday, October 
16, at Freed-Hardeman College. The 
Elders Appreciation Banquet is scheduled 
for 7:00 in Bader Gymnasium. 

William Woodson, Chairman of the 
FHC Bible department, will discuss 
"Maintaining a Strong Bible Depart
ment." Landon Samuel, a junior Bible 
major from Jeffersonville, Indiana, will 
S.Peak on 'How F-HC is affecting me." 

James H. Faulkner of Bay Minette, 
Alabama, will be the evening's speaker. 
'Faulkner is a 1934 alumnus of Fread
Hardeman College. He serves as an elder 

at the Bay Minette Church of Christ. A 
leading figure in both private and public 
education, Faulkner is active in publish
ing, politics, and radio. 

The meal will be provided by Hill Food 
Service. Robert Witt will entertain with 
dinner music on the organ. 

The Missions Workshop will coincide 
with one dinner. The event begins Friday, 
October 16, and continues through Satur
day, October 17. There will be special 
classes for men and women. 

Those interested in attending may con
tact the Office of Alumni Relations at the 
college. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans lo choose from 
GROUP LIFE AV AILABLB 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO,TEXAS76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GRO'-'P HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick. & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779. Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/53S.1801--817/429·1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available e • 

s 

~ 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 

IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

em~s 
cbcaR.cbes Of= cbR.f~ 

fr.:JSCIIUlrx:e gR.CXJp 

0 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT • • . • • • $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL SO% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT •. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • • • • • • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • • • • Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE • • • • • • • • In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUtriBLE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE <Monthly) ...... $104.52 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly . . . . . . . $44.38 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One nme Only) • • . • • • • • • • • • $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.f.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"SI1Niing the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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JESSIE FARNHAM LANG 

Memorial services were held at noon 
Sunday, July 19 at the Austin Street 
Church of Christ for Jessie Farnham 
Lang who died July 15 in Guadalupe 
Hospital in Carlsbad, N.M. 

Mrs. Lang, 92, was a former resident 
of Truth or Consequences. She was born 
April 18, 18S9 at Vernon, Texas to Hor
ace J. and Eugenia Farnham. She moved 
with her family to the territory of New 
Mexico in the Portales area in 1902~ She 
married Joe Cleveland .Lang June 21, 
1915 at Portales. Mr. Lang died No
vember, 1969 at Dalhart, Texas. 

WANTED: POSITIVE PEOPLE 
Full-time state managers and full or 
part-time sales representatives for a 
creative firm marketing pre-recorded 
audio and video programs (religious, 
business, educational, and personal 
lines) and related equipment. Write 
to: Vice President, International 
Audio-Visual Services, 4121h W. Main, 
Stroud, OK 74079. 

Mrs. Lang moved to Truth ()1" Conse
quences in 1954 where she resided at 215 
East Fifth Avenue and St. Ann's Nurs
ing Home until mid-1980. She was a resi
dent at Lakeview Christian Home in 
Carlsbad until her death. 

Survivors include a son, Joe W. Lang, 
Truth or Consequences, a daughter, Mrs. 
Lee (June) Wallace, Gagetown, Michigan, 
two sisters, Georgia Chilcott and Gertrude 
Picollo, both of Los Angeles, California, 
one grandson, Nick Wallace and one 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on liand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smaU carton ani! three of these cartoM to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78701 

''.25th Anniversary and Homecoming-Oc
tober 18, 1981-9:00 a.m.-Memorial Park
way Church of Christ-Huntsville, Ala
bama. All former members are urged to 
attend and to be our guests for a luncheon 
following the services. 11 

For Less Than ° 1 vear--s1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears--"$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

Clty/Stato/Zip 

Signature 
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great granddaughter, Sharon Wallace of 
Carol Gables, Florida. 

Mrs. Lang bequeathed her body to 
science. 

F-HC 
ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 
Freed-Hardeman Col

lege is now accepting 
applications for teach
ing positions in account
ing, art, chemistry, psy
chology, and social 
work. Christians with 
appropriate training 
and experience are in
vited to write the Office 
of Academic Affairs for 
an application for facul
ty employment. Freed
Hardeman College is an 
equal opportunity em
ployer. 

SHARE YOUR 
FAITH 
Seminar 

October 17, 1981 

Richland Hills 
Church of Christ 

Fort Worth, Texas 

SILAS SHOTWELL 
Resource Person 

For Details Contact Bob Mize 
6720 N.E. Loop 820 
Fort Worth, Texas 76118 
(817) 281-0773 or498-6970 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ONE AUTHOR··· giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perce ption, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

,..-0-RD_E_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E -S-ET-TO_D_A_Y_!-.1 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $ 11.95 and more! FIR M FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$)02.95 ~~~ 
Add $ 1.00 for delivery ond hondling on all orders under $10.00. Over $ 10.00 
add 10'10 • Texas residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS- 1-800 -252-9103 
1-800-5 31-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . BOX 610 AUSTIN , TEXAS 78767 
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Roy R. McCown, Rt. 4, Box 401, Marble 
Falls, Texas 78654: In March of 1981, 
following almost eight and one-half years 
of missionary work in the Central Ameri
can Republic of Guatemala, Roy and Billie 
McCown returned premanently to the 
States. 

Their retum was occasioned by the in
creasing violence and tension in Guate
mala, making their work and travel haz
ardous. 

The last five and one-half y~rs of 
their work in Guatemala was overseen and 
directed by the Golf Course Road con
gregation in Midland, Texas. 

In July the McCowns moved to the Aus
tin, Texas area and are working with the 
Travis Peak congregation. 

Reprints of any slngle page article appearing per 1000 copies. Onlet~ llltGIIor fflan 1000 cop
in the firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 fes not accepted. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How'' To Preach 
Bible Em;>hasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or can 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

3rd ANNUAL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
FORUM 
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OCTOBER 9-10, 1981 
PURPOSE: To better inform supporting congregations of the over-all scope and 

direction of the work as well as its progress to date. Any and all 

who have an interest in this missionary effort are urged to attend. 

Walnut Street Church of Christ 
State Line a~t 11th St. 

P.O. Box 1075 

Texarkana, TX. 75504 

Phone: 214-793-6753 

Reports from the field ........ Slides . . ...... Discussions 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 29, 1981 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.50 per Uno. Designed espec:ialb' to accommodate congregations 

advertialng meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeklnc preachers. Also other 
ac:c:eptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
EJtceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training'' 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLJilEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DEN~ COLOEUUDO ~ 
LA.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CBBIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd, (Rt. 50), Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord'o Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 528-0535. Wombip with uo--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THA.M, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-835-2688. 
ALA..SKA. - ANCHORA.GID CHURCH OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaoka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaoka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY ARBA SCHOOL OF PIUDACBING 
11800 DubiiD Boacl 

Plea.aDton, C&IUorDID SNG88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSmP ON ISLAND OF. KAUAI, 
HAWAU. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15665 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seatt~t Waoh. 98156. If you know 
someone moving to tne Greater Seattle area drop 
us a. line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 

U1em. ---=""=""'=--~==-===-""=~~==~----
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 
-------::-::P;;,a;;;:ul:=-~H;;.:.arper, 473-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINB-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLJD, IND., 2205 E • .lllor&'llll A.ve.. 
u.s. 460 Ea.t Oppoalte K-Mart. Office 4'1'1· 
52'11. Bobb7 Wade, Mba. 4'18-4018. 
HAVE BIBLE, WILL PREACH IT I Experienced, 
mature preacher immediately available. Ready for 
long tenure. Call or write Dick Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Dr., Richardson, TX '75080, 214/234-2952. 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texao. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ. P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX '75423, (214) 668-4642. 
"Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texao. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 699 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas '78586." 
ATT'N, MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '7:00. 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P, J oJly, Min. 796-2311. 
WANTED. Preacher to work with small but spirit 
rich congregation, npprox. 20 members. Young 
single or seaooned family man acceptable. Poasible 
need or partial support depending on individuals 
needs. Housing provided. If interested send resume, 
tapes, etc. to: Maui Church of Christ, Hwy. 34-Rt. 
1, Box 1, Waiehu Beach Rd., Wailuku, Maui, HI 
96793, 808/244-5886. 
WANTED-A complete set of the Millennial Har
binger. Please write 821 N. Sunnyside Rd., De
catur, IL 62522 or call 217-423-6218 or 217-422-0143. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA~ 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l'nre staff. (Christian couplt'll.) Good pay and bene
fits. IC interested, rontnc:t Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rnll 70'7/44R-3557." 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNI.A-VaUe7 Claurela of 
Clarlllt. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-879-1010. 
.YUMA, .ARIZ., 651 W. :18-tla St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
othem on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for list 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcreot Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Col\St, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized oalary 11nd benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 peofle. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or cal area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812, Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Mias, 39466. 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 286, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
Interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) BrooklYn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Church in growing town of 4000, 50 miles west or 
Houston on 1-10, needs preacher by Jan. 1. Seek 
sound, experienced, age 80-50 family man to moti
vate membership of 60. Send resume and sermon 
tape to Search Committee, Sealy Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 6, Sealy, Texas, '774'74-0006 by Nov. 1. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355, 
The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need of a sound Preacher 38 to 55 years of age, 
For congregation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. bouse and all utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO 594, GROOM, TEXAS, '79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 
"Information on Alaokan and Overseao Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE8-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texao '79604. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N, Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 
Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 

Tel. (213) 463-6352 
Needed, mature sincere, could be semi retired, 
preacher. Small congregation result of mismanage
ment. Good potential if friendly approach. Partial 
support. Fine building, Cree of debt. Beautiful city 
on Lake Mich. 10,000 pop. Mission field. Please 
send resume to Church of Chriot, P.O. Box '702, 
Ludington, Mich. 49431 or call area 616 843-4654. 
For Sale: 30 blQnd pews, 18 ft. long with green 
pads. Excellent condition. $200 each. Contact West
side church of Christ, 726 McGee, Norman, Okla
homa 73069, (405) 329-0392. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
"Mature, semi-retired couple needed to manage a 
35-unit senior citizen's retirement facility. Man to 
assume administrative duties and do maintenance 
and some ground work. Wife to manage and work in 
kitchen. Spacious apartment and board furnished. 
Salary negotiable, Contact Hugh Forehand, Kauf
man, TX 214/932-65'76." 
"MATURE PREACHER NEEDED. Congregation in 
the greater Boston area needs a full-time evan
gelist. We are a body of approximately 60 Chris
tians. We have a practically new building and we 
are presently receiving some financial support from 
southern congregations. We desire very desperately 
to grow. We are seeking a mature, church-building, 
people-loving man. Salary is negotiable. Please send 
resume and references to Austin Wolfrey, P.O. Box 
3034, Peabody, MA 01960 or call 617/531-2595 or 
535-5736." 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for bouseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
penses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530, 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Indepth Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2255, West Monroe, LA .• 71291-0043 

"BIBLE College Training through home study, Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR GOSPEL P.REACHER 
The Church of Christ in Dover, Ohio, is looking 

for a mature, sound and experienced Gospel 
Preacher to work full time with us, attendance has 
been averaging 115 to 126. We p\'efer a married 
man with considerable pulpit and work with elders 
experience. No anti, liberal "youth worship ad
vocate" nor hobbyist need apply. Send resume with 
references to: Elders, Church of Christ, P .0. Box 
657, Dover, Ohio. 44622-Phone contacts-(216) 
364-2368 or (216) 364-1668. 
WANTED PREACHER FOR RANGERVILLE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST LOCATED 6 MILES WEST 
OF HARLINGEN, TX ON HARLINGEN RD. 1479. 
Contact: B. F. MORROW, RT. 4, BOX 57, SAN 
BENITO, TX 78682, PHONE (512) 423-0962 OR 
BILL SMITH, (512) 423-8194 After 6 p.m. 

INVBSTIGATEI Tile Firm FouaclaUOA 
trlea to acreesa aclvertlaiD&'o and will not 
kDowiDgl;r take queatloaaltle aclvertlaiD&'. 
Bat lt a. tile reader'• reapo1Udb1Ut7 to ID
veatlgate. Like lUll" other paper, we ltOIIlo
tlmu unwttt1Dsl7 raD an uuworth7 acl. 
u tlae old aa71Dg pe-. before 7011 IDve.n. 
lavelltl~nttel 

INCLUDE Y01JR ZIP OODJD 

When you send ln a list of new subscrlp· 

tlons to the ll'lrm Fouuclatloa, please be 

aure each has the proper Zip Cocle number 

after the city and state. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
C~mmunion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1)95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texa1 78767 
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Suddenly your NIV Bible 
becam.e easier to use! 

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN BIBLE STUDY! 
Every student of the Bible has recog
nized the value of having a concor
dance to the Bible they're using. With 
it every verse and word in the Bib le 
can easily be located. Now users of the 
New lnre rnational Ve rs ion Bible, 
America's leading new translation, can 
enjoy the full dimension of Bible study 
wi th a concordance, because The NIV 
Complete Concordance is here! 

Here is how Tile NIV Complete 
Concordance will enhance your Bible 
study: 
You can locate every verse in the Bible 
with ease. 

• A quarter of a mill ion references 
cover every major word (and many 
minor words) in the NIV Bible. 

• All words are cross-referenced to 
every spelling variation and variant 
form. 

• Words selected are listed exhaus
tively and have every occurrence 
of the word in the NIV listed in its 
bibl ical order. 

• Every proper name including each 
of the names and tides of God is 
given with its comexL 

• Each word is listed under the exact 
N!V spelling and helps you avoid 
having to think of ·the word 's dic
tionary fo rm. 

You can use it fa ter th an most other 
concordances! 

• o phra es arc given as separate 
entries. (Example: All entries are 
listed unde r "hea rt" not broken 
down into "pure heart" or "your 
heart", etc.) A real time saver as you 
do not have to go through many 
separate lists co find the verse you're 
looking for. 

• Page layout speeds location of 
desired verse because the first and 
last words of each page are listed at 
the rap of the page fo r easy refer
e nce. Pl us the type is clea r and 
readable, unlike many other con
cordances. 

Wirh all these benefits it's easy to sec 
how with The NIV Complete Concor
dance you' ll be locating verses faster. .. 
enjoying topical and word studies as 
never before. 

The NIV Complete Concordance 
Helping you find every verse in your New International version Bible. 

by Edward W. Goodrick& John R. Kohlenberger Ill 
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Send your order in NOW ... 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please sen copies of The N ZV Complete Concordance; cloth binding, @ $19.95 each plus 
10% postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5ro sales tax.) 

~arne __________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ ___ 

City __________________________ State _______ Zip _________ _ 
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COLUMBIA C HRISTIAN COLLEGE of Portland, O regon was the scene 
of the Northwest Preacher Enrichment Seminar. Pictured here are the 
participants and their .wives. Mike Angli n of Pcpperdine, Bob Hendren of 
Nashville, Bob Mize of Fort Worth and John T. Willis of Abilene Chris
tian University were the resource people. Tom Sibley, co-chairman of 

Columbia's School of Biblical Studies was the coordinator. 

1\) 

Austin, Texas, O~tqbe.r 6, 1981 
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Elders and Motivation 

One of the greatest problems elders face is how do 
you get the church members to do what they know they 
ought to do. 

We do not propose to answer the question. People, 
being wh~t they are, will probably never do as well as 
they know how to do. But here are a few suggestions. 

There is an ~:lmost intangible force at work anywhere 
people are. Where there are a number of them working 
together the importance of this force is multiplied. We 
will call it "motivation." It has a profound influence on . 
the internal workings of any congregation. Elders, who 
are responsible for other people's working together and 
for the Lord, must become masters in the art of mo
tivation. At least a basic understanding of what is in
volved in motivating people is essential to the function 
of an elder. (It also applies to preachers, teachers and 
all others who would lead people.) 

At first thought it would seem to be a simple process. 
But it isn't. Good elders cause the members of the con
gregation to act in certain ways by furnishing them a 
motive for doing what we want done. This is the "rule" 
of elders. A stick may motivate a dog to bark and run, 
but elders who use that tactic to motivate the church 
invariably split the church. The elders are not shot
callers. 

Even if barking commands get instant action it will 
be short lived and will have a residue of resentment. 
Church troubles often are but the break-out of long 
festering sores. There are carrot-and-stick situations 
where a reward is offered for right behavior and a swat 
for reluctance, but these apply more to mules than to 
Christians. Christians do not respend well to "I can 
get anything out of the elders" if I "obey" them, b_ut 
I will be withdrawn from if I don't." Elders who "rule 
well" and who are worthy of double honor seldom, if 
ever, use this sort of motivation. A shot-calling elder is 
a formidable barrier to righteous motivation. 

Self interest was never the mighty force in congre
gational affairs that many elders think it is. The desire 
to wield the authority doesn't motivate; it destroys 
motivation. A Christian is motivated by something else 
entirely than the carrot-and-stick principle. Punish
ment-and-reward is used by God to motivate, and none 
of us would criticize it, but it is not God's prime mo
tivator. In e<m.gregations that element is necessary and 
essential. But ruling a congregation by that single prin
ciple alone would be disastrous. It often is. 

Low level motivation will produce only low level ef
fort. Any manager in industry will testify to that. 
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Neither a. drivi_ng boss or a reward system produces the 
best effort. Using coercion and exercising power by 
manipulation brings only resentment and revolt. In the 
church we call the result division. If elders are going 
to rule well they must get the Christians under their 
oversight to drive themselves. 

It is the task of elders to get Christians to perform at 
the very peak of their ability and talent. A conscientious 
elder will concentrate on creating an atmosphere in the 
congregation, and maintaining a psychological climate, 
which will enable the members to want to do their best. 
Then they won't quit because they have come in con
flict with some elder or have gotten at outs with some 
other member. 

This climate is produced and maintained through 
leadership-not drivership. You don't call forth the .·. 
best efforts of the congregation by calling the shots .. 
So often we have seen elders try to force their own~· · 
opinions upon others. It won't work. It creates resent-~: 
ment instead of cooperation. We have never yet seen a · 
rule-or-ruin elder who did not ruin instead of rule. 

An elder worthy of double honor is one who is able 
· to get the congregation to do its utmost because the. 

congregation loves and respects him. Dictatorship is) · 
the very antithesis of leade;rship. Any time we force : · 
unwilling effort out of a people it _will be temporory at · 
best and revoluntionary at worst. All rebels are highly 
motivated-to seek the elder's demise. 

Christian performance must come from within t~e: :, 
individual. Jesus said, "the Kingdom of Heaven 1s . 
within you." High level Christian performance comes 
not from the necessity to obey commands; it comes · 
from people's "want-to's." Love must prompt our 
obedience-even to God. A Christian gives or withholds 
himself, depending on .how he himself feels about his 
task. 

Elders must produce an atmosphere within a con~re
gation that unconsciously appeals to. the fa~th-., 
establish.ed concerns of the members. Self-actual~za- : 
tion, that challenges one's ability and at the sa~e t1me . 
gives him a sense of_ person~! aut~no~y, whtch be · 
understands to be his freedom In Christ, IS what elders .: 
must bring out if he is to make his best contrib1:1tion as .... 
an individual member in the one body. 
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STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

I· 
~ 

A few years ago my father gave me an antique Bible with a 
:.golden eagle encrested on the front cover [at least I thought it 
~, .. :was gold]. Later I discovered it wasn't the "real thing." Some 
.... of us like jewelry but the expense of real gems prohibits us a 
. ·little. We often wear "early Woolworth" diamonds . . . not the 
· real thing. 

Can we find out religiously what is the real thing? Or do 
some of us find satisfaction in substitutes that are only cheap 

·imitations? A young woman who cared for her invalid parents 
bad a tea tin which had on it a beautiful picture of the Rock of 
Gibraltar. She had seen this likeness time and time again as 
she prepared tea for her parents. Time lost both her parents, 
and the woman began to travel. One day while sailing on the 
-Mediterranean she looked out a porthole and to her suprprise 
saw the mighty Rock of Gibraltar. It wa.s real! It was not a mere 
picture on the lid of a tin tea can. 

Christianity must become real! Christianity must develop into 
a genuine motivating force behind our actions and our speech. 
Then we can help create Christian reality in the lives of others. 
We cannot borrow a copy of Christianity and expect to convert 
the world. Can we experience in Christianity the "real thing" 
and refuse to settle for a picture on a tin lid, Woolworth dia
monds and brass eagles on old Bibles? 

Genuine Christianity creates in one's heart a sense of joy I 
"Always rejoice."-"You seem so happy in your walk with Christ," 
said one man to another. "I can't understand it. It has never 
done that for me." The answer: He didn't have the real thing! 
The world will always be surprised at the peace, joy and con-

~ tentment of those who walk with the Lord. Too many have opted 
r .. ,for only a picture of Christianity. 

The real Christian struggles to react in all situations, all cir
~ cumstances, all crises as would Jesus Christ. The real Ch~stian 

doesn't take his pet passages out of context to weave h1s own 
brand of theology. The real Christian doesn't view particular 

··passages that deal with specific people and circumstances and 
. apply them to all people for all tjmes. The real Christian allows 
the totality of God's message to make an impression on his 

.. mind until he realizes that he has a genuine concept of what 
·real Christianity is! 
·. Discovering the real thing is a privilege granted all truth 
seekers. The real Christian's traditions may not be exactly like 
another's. A real Christian's conclusions are drawn from a per
·SOnal study of the Bible and may not agree "unanimously" with 
·his brother's. When has one's joy in salvation and thrill of fel
lowship hinged upon total-unanimity of opinion. The real Chris-
tian senses that he is only at the beginning of his journey. 

There is a tremendous difference between being at the end of 
·. Your wandering and the beginning of your journey. The release 
of the American hostages from Iranian captivity was not simply 

" :an end to an ordeal but a vibrant new beginning! 

r.--· 

Once a man found himself lost in the dense bush of Australia. 
He began to grope. Hobbling, tripping and being constantly 
swatted in the face by low branches he finally came upon a road. 
He almost wanted to kiss its pavement. Yet he didn't say to him
self, "I'm no longer lost! My ordeal is over!" He was delighted 
he had found a way out. 

When one truly discovers Christ he doesn't, with 1·esignation, 
say, "Now I've found it! There is nothing more to life! I'm saved 
and that's the end of it!" Rather, he says, "I have found the be
ginning of a new road-the road of life and peace." 

Jesus' parables illustrate this great truth concerning the be
ginning of the real Christian walk as finding the kingdom of 
haven. Jesus begins again and again, "The kingdom of heaven 
is like .... The kingdom of heaven is like .... " He gives the pic
ture of a field to illustrate the real thing. He gives the picture 
of a pearl to illustrate the real thing. He gives a picture of a 
lost coin to illustrate the real thing! When one comes to under
stand the person of Jesus Christ, his entire outlook on life and 
the future is enhanced and life's greatest questions are answered. 

The real Christian wants to pass on what he has found in 
Jesus! There is the story of two men who were partners in 
business. They were good friends, worked side by side, ate to
gether, visited in each other's ·homes for 20 years. One was a 
Christian and the other a Sunday golfer. One day the golfer 
said, "You know, Charles, you are a big hypocrite! If you are 
sincere in what you believe then I am missing a great oppor
tunity in life, yet you have never mentioned your ~ai~h to me in 
a word, a note or in any way. You have never mv1ted me to 
leave my unimportant involvements to participate in your pur
suits which may have eternal consequences. Why~" 

We must share our faith [in a book, a letter, a visit, a phone 
call, an invitation, a kindness, a suggestion]! If you knew I had 
terminal cancer and you were aware of a sure cure, would you 
say to yourself, "Oh, but cancer is a very personal and priva:e 
thing! I really shouldn't intrude.'' NO INDEED! You w~tu,l 
share your good news with me immediately. 

One day some old country philosophers were sitting on the 
courthouse square discussing their symptoms. One old gentle
man said, "I heard of such and such a cure." Anoth~r said, 
"Someone said this might work." Finally one gray ha1red old 
farmer said, "I'll tell you what cured me!" Wow! Now th~t ar
rested the attention of everyone present. That was the w1tness 
that really counted. "I'll tell you what cured me 1" 

"L' Do we have the real thing religiously? Can we all say, IS-

ten this is what Christ has done for me?" Do we share our sal
vation cure with others as we demonstrate that we truly do 
have THE REAL THING? 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48506 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

"Father, Forgive Me" 
CLIFTON ROGY..RS 

I have sinned. I am not a sinner-walking in darkness-but I 
have sinned. I need and ask forgiveness. How comforting it is 
to know "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jes~ his Son 
cleanseth ·us from all sin" (1 John 1:7); "And if any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right
eous: and he is the propitiation for our sins" (1 John 2:1 2). 
I'm forgiven! "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will' not 
reckon sin" (Rom. 4:8). 

Forgiveenss In Christ 

Continuous Cleansing. That was a marvelously exciting day 
when you and I were baptized into Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26, 27)! 
We were forgiven of the guilt of every sin we had ever committed 
(Acts 2:38; 22:16). Surrendering to Christ as penitent be
lievers, we were buried with him in baptism, and his suffering 
and death became our justificatiOJl. Now, in him, we daily have 
forgiveness in his precious blood. In full security we can say 
with the apostle Paul, "There is therefore now no condemna
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:1). And we can 
quote with Paul the words of David, "Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will not reckon sin" (Rom. 4:7, 8). 

One dear brother concludes from these verses, coupled with 
1 John 1:7-9, "God's grace is such that since this person is in 
Christ, and striving to live a Christlike life (walking in the 
light; walking after the Spirit) his sins are continually being 
forgiven. These sins are never written on his record. They have 
been paid for by the blood of Christ. As stated in Rom. 4:6-8, 
his sins are 'not imputed' (counted) against him .... This per
son, when he sins, in contriteness and poverty of Spirit (in the 
sense of Mat. 5:3, 'blessed are the poor in spirit') may humbly 
ask God for forgiveness of his sins. This is indicative of 
a right heart, ·to say the least. His sins, however, have never 
been held against him. They are being continually forgiven be
cause he is in Christ, and a part of Christ, in which condition 
there is no sin, and no sin imputed!" Is that really what Paul had 
in mind when, by divine inspiration, he quoted David's statement. 
Hardly. All the early part of the book of Romans deals with a 
basic truth that was so difficult for the Jews .of that first cen
tury to accept-i.e., Jews AND Gentiles were equally acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. "There is no respect of persons 
with God" (2:11). This was a matter of God's election. It was 
his choice that since ALL (Jews & non-Jews) were sinners, 
ALL were condemned and needed a savior, the one and only 
Savior, Jesus Christ, should be provided for ALL. Apart from 
the law of Moses (before the giving of that law) Abraham had 
been justified by faith, which "was reckoned unto him for right
eousness" (Rom. 4:3). His was an obedient faith, and by that 
very principle our "faith is reckoned for righteousness" (Verse 
5). Truly, "Even as David also pronounceth blessing upon the 
man, unto whom God reckoneth righteousness apart from works, 
saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, And 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not reckon sin." (Verses 6-8). Then Paul's continued reason
ing asks, "Is this blessing then pronounced upon the circum
cision, or upon the uncircumcision also? (Verse 9). The point is 
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obvious. Salvation was provided, without distinction for Jews 
AND Gentiles. The quoted statement by David refe;red to the 
fact of sins forgiven through faith in Christ. The New Inter
national version reads: "Blessed are they whose offenses have 
been forgiv~n and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the 
man whose sin the Lord will never count against him." Paul 
wasn't discussing how or under what conditions the forgive
ness was granted by God, but rather who was included (by God's 
election) and by whOtm the salvation was made possible. 

Forgiveness Is Conditional. If I can understand that ufor by 
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of your
selves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man should 
glory" (Eph. 2:8) includes repentance and baptism unto for
giveness of sins (Acts 2:38), I can just as readily understand 
that my repentance and confession as a Christian also relate to 
my forgiveness through the blood of Christ. Those who walk in 
the light (1 John 1 :7) are the very ones who face "If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us· our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (Verse 9). One dear 
brother reasons, "His prayers for forgiveness are not the cri
teria or basis of his being forgiven, and the Lord does not with
hold forgiveness until the individual 'asks' for it! He is forgiven 
because of the sacrifice of Christ and the shedding of his blood 
for his sins. This is the meaning of there being 'no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Jesus'. " Ah, but we must not overlook 
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins." "II we confess our sins" sets forth a condition to 
forgiveness. This is not saying, "since we have been forgiven 
of our sins let us make admission of them,'' any more than 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16 :16) 
is saying, "He that believeth and is saved should be baptized." 

Another good brother, in a fairly recent .edition of one of our 
brotherhood journals, Insisted, "God gives the Christian for
giveness, it is not something he must strive to someday possess. 
Since our forgiveness is based upon what Jesus has already done 
for us, and as Christians we stand before God already forgiven, 
why should we ask for what God has already given? Don't we 
believe he's forgiving us when he says he is?'' Of course we be
lieve he's forgiven us and continues to forgive us. But "IF we 
confess our sins," coupled with repentance, still stands. 

"Forgive Me" 
Trynig to see a basic difference between confessing sins and 

asking forgiveness appears to be so fruitless. That's what the 
confession is about. That's why repentance is so necessary (re
member Acts 8:18-24). Hear: "Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy 
heart shall be forgiven thee" (Verse 22). How closely woven 
are "have mercy," "I have sinned," and "Lord, forgive." 

That's beautifully expressed in Psalm 51:1, 2-"Have mercy 
upon me, 0 God, according to thy loving kindness: According to 
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, And cleanse me from 
my sin." And how lovely are these expressions in song: "Forgive 
the sins I have confessed to Thee; Forgive the secret sins I do 
not see; 0 guide me, love me, and my keeper be, Dear Lord, 
Amen." 

(To be continued) 
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Defense 
WinsJ 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

. Down in my part of the country in the old days we were a 
high strung and sentimental people, and oratory moved us as 
nothing else would There was once a brawny blacksmith in our 
county who was elected justice of the peace on the strength of his 
Confederate record. The first case he sat on was one growing out 
of the death of the cow under a freight train. After the evidence 
was all in, the atto1·ney for the plaintiff made a most effective 
argument. In vivid word pictures he sketched the abundant vir
tues of the late cow; he described her sweetness and gentleness, 
her capacity as to milk; he told of the great bereavement to her 
immediate family, consisting of a young calf, and he dwelt upon 
the heartlessness of a railroad system which by its brutal care
lessness had at one fell swoop, as it were, made stew meat 
of the parent and an orphan of the offspring. His peroration 
is still remembered. 

"And finally, squire," he said, "if the train had been run as she 
should have been ran, and if the bell had been rung as she should 
have been rang, and if the whistle had been blowed as she 
should have been blew-both of which they done neither-this 
here cow would not have been injured at the time she was killed." 

As he sat down the new justice in a voice husky with feeling, 
said: "I've done heared enough! plaintiff wins!!" and proceeded 
to enter judgment for the full amount of the damages. But the 
lawyer for the other side protested. He insisted that he had a 
right to be heard, and, though the justice said that he had al
ready made up his mind, he admitted that it was no more than 
fair for the young gentleman to make a speech, too, if he desired. 

The lawyer for the railroad cut his moorings and went straight 
up. He was a genuine silver tongue. He soa1·ed right into the 
clouds. Among other matters pertinent to the issue, he intro
duced the American Eagle, Magna Charta, First and Second 
Manassas, Paul Revere's ride and the Bonny Blue Flag Which 
Bears but a Single Star, concluding the whole thing by giving 
the Rebel Yell. 

As he sank into his seat the justice, with a touch of the true 
old Jeffersonian simplicity, wiped his steaming eyes upon his 
shirt sleeve, and in a voice quivering ·with sobs exclaimed: 

"Well, don't that beat all! Defense wins!" 

At the presentation of the case for Christianity one would 
think that a religion which exalts and seek to follow the only 
perfect and righteous man who has ever lived on this earth, who 
has never harmed anyone, whose words delivered from super
stitution and fear, whose works redeemed from pain, and demons, 
and death, and hunger, whose life was a great shaft of light shot 
into the murky da1·kness of the Roman world, in that sensual 
and skeptic century, who died because he loved us, and who 

always sought to bring men into communion with God, to be
stow upon them eternal life and a home in heaven, one would 
have thought that such a character, and the religion which his 
life and work on earth established, would have been welcomed 
with open arms the first moment it was announced, and would, 
by its very message, the good works which flowed from it, and 
the hope which it established, never know opposition, or attack, 
or denunciation, except from the demons of hell, and Satan, who 
is a liar and a murderer from the beginning. But such has not 
been its history. The New Testament, itself, from the records of 
the birth of our Lord down to the end of John's vision of the 
era of anarchy and persecution to come, testifies in the most 
startling way the fact that Christ himself was most viciously 
and constantly attacked, that his apostles suffered the same 
opposition, and that it was predicted by these very apostles that 
Christianity would continue to suffer, down to the end of the age. 

Sometimes "defense wins" following the silver tongued oratory 
of one of satan's henchmen who has fashioned himself into a 
minister of light. At other times only a simple defense need be 
offered as in the case of the following true incident. 

The evangelist was the mouthpiece of the Lord's case. In his 
presentation of the Scriptures he left no possible hope for any 
member of the human family who refused to accept the fact that 
God is and that he is a rewarder of those who seek after him. 

Before an awe struck congregation he was describing what 
would come to pass with those stiff-necked and perverse non
believers who were found outside the fold on the day of judg
ment. 

"My brethren," he clarioned, "there is no middle course. By 
the word of the Holy writ I have proved to you that mankind 
either must take the true doctrine or accept its awful conse
quences. I can close my eyes and see the picture right now: 

"Over there in shining robes stands the group of the elect 
and the saved, and down below in the fiery pits of perdi
tions millions of the unregenerate are writhing in the un
dying fires through all eternity while the minions of the 
devil heap hot coals upon their heads and give them nothing 
when they beg for water to cool their parched tongues. 
That, my brethren, is what will come to pass." 

From the body of the house a small elderly gentleman rose up. 
"Excuse me for interruptin' ," he said, "but there ain't no 

chance for such things to happen. Why the people jest natchelly 
wouldn't stand fur it!" 

"Yea, let God be found true and every man a liar." 

4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywod, CA 91602 
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Learning To Pray From Jesus 
ELMER PROUT 

Whether ·We read Mat. 6:9-11 or Luke 11:1-4 we find the 
same Jesus teaching his disciples to pray. That prayer is the 
center for the beginning and continuation of our thinking about 
prayer. . 

Jesus is the master Teacher. The disciples did not need gen
eral instruction about prayer. They had seen people praying all 
of their lives. The streets were full of them. :(Mat. 6 :5). The 
sound of long and flowery prayers echoed through the towns 
of Israel. No teacher would have been needed for those methods 
-any one could watch, listen and imitate. 

No, the disciples did not want clever ideas on how to fill out 
a prayer. They saw something different in the prayers of Jesus 
-the tone, the purpose, the places he prayed-and they wanted 
to hear it directly from the new Teacher. 

In 1981 we need to stand beside the disciples and hear from 
Jesus in his own words how to pray. For we, too, have heard, 
seen, and read books on the general, human methods. It is time 
that what we have heard is brought under the judgment of the 
words of Jesus. 

The popular talk about prayer reflects the spirit of our age. 
It is the spirit which tends to use all things for the personal 
benefit of the pray-er. Prayer is looked upon as a tool for sue

. cess. It is set beside the other aspects of positive thought. 
Let us ask ourselves, "Does my prayer life begin with Jesus 

and his model prayer? Does it center in thoughtful reflection on 
and reference to the Lord's prayer?'' It is in the words of Jesus 
that our prayers must find their definition and their correction. 
It may be true that 'prayer is the heart's true desire' but that de
sire must be brought under the purifying light of Jesus' 
teaching. 

Allow the form of the prayer to have its impact. While it 
would be a mistake to limit our prayers to the exact words of 
Matthew or Luke, we would do well to take that style very seri
ouSly. The prayer is brief. The thirty-four or sixty-six word 
total is a deliberate contrast to the street corner word-mongers. 
(Matt. 6:7) 

The prayer is orderly. It moves and carries our thoughts in a 
definite path rather than a careless ramble. It is thoughtfully 
expressed-there is not a catch phrase in it. It is understandable 
and does not depend on religious 'in talk.' 

All of this is even more impressive when we remember that 
Jesus was speaking in direct contrast to the general practice 
of prayer in first century J erasulem. The contrast with general 
practice in twe~tieth century America is equally great. Let us 
heed Jesus' example and make every effort to have our prayers 
represent the best of thoughtful praise and request. 

Center attention on God. It seems obvious that prayer should 
be directed to God. But we cannot assume that all who say 'God' 
are aware of who God is. The Lord's Prayer teaches as much 
about God as about the methods of praying. 

There is the recognition of God as Father. Next there is 
reverence for God ·as the only exalted Father. The prayer voices 
concern that the confession of God's glory spread throughout 
the world. The strong desire that the rule of God will be manifest 
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in all creation stands in humble expectation before the Creator. 
In these words we are reminded that we do not address "a 

cosmic principle, but a living Person.'' The God to whom we 
pray is, as A.M. Hunter puts it, "holy Father ... 'of an infinite 
majesty, who demands our reverence as well as our love.'' 

"Prayer is reverent worship, the expression of adoration, 
gratitude, praise, petition, and dedication. True prayer is of
fered in humility, with no desire to impress men or God. Prayer 
does not exist where man's aim is self-promotion; such parade is 
not prayer to God but self-worship." (Floyd Filson) 

"Hallowed be thy name"-the first petition is not a request 
for self or even a thanks for gifts received. Rather, it strikes 
the note of adoration as "we pray that men may reverence God · 
in all these ways in which he reveals himself."' 

"Our Father"-Jesus teaches us that we are to look at God 
in a way that makes us aware that other people are his chil
dren too. In this way prayer carries the note of fellowship in 
the presence of the God who is the Father of those who trust him· 
obediently. Let us be conscious that when we pray we confess 
our need to be in the family of God along with his other children. 
Prayer is not an exercise in individualism-it can be, in sub
mission to Christ, a bond of community in the one faith • 

Pray for our needs in a clean-cut manner. The prayer points 
our attention to God but does not stop in heaven-it reaches out 
to include the earth and our lives in it. Notice how practically 
and trustingly Jesus guides us: "today ... our daily bread." No 
frets there. And how responsibly:. "Forgive us . • . as we also 
... " No holding back from the love we have received. Always 
on the lookout for practical spiritual needs: "and lead us not ••. " 

All in all the prayer is a deliverance from the paralyzing 
chains of self-centeredness so common in our day. The act of 
sa~ng these words obediently and thoughtfully will move us past 
self into the freedom of reverence for God. "For Thine is the 
k~ngdom a:nd the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav· 
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FmM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '1876'1 
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Translation Questions {1) 

The Pauline phrase ek pisteos eis pistin 
has no exact parallel in the New Testa
ment but was rendered into Latin as ex 
fide in fidem. It then passed into Englfsh 
as "from faythe to faythe" in William 
Tyndale's translation of 1525. This literal 
rendering, modified only by change of 
spelling, remained unchanged through the 
ASV (1901), except that in the Rheims 
(1582) it was rendered "by faith into 
faith." No one could dispute the literal
ness of the KJV rendering: "from faith 
to faith"; when, however, he sets himself 
to explain what these words mean to him 
-what he understands by them-he finds 
the task more difficult. What is "from 
faith to faith?" 

Alexander Campbell's Living Oracles 
tried "by faith is revealed, in order to 
faith." In this twentieth century, various 
ways have been sought to give the reader 
an understandable phrase. Moffatt had 
"by faith and for faith"; Goodspeed: 
"through faith and for faith"; the Berk
ley Version: "through faith and leading 
to faith;" the RSV: "through faith for 
faith"; the Confraternity: "from faith 
unto faith"; Phillips: "a process begun 
and continued by their faith"; Barclay: 
"beginning and ending in faith." Taylor 
in his Living Bible Paraphrased had: 
"This is accomplished from start to finish 
by faith,'' but Taylor also gave a literal 
rendering in the margin. The New English 
Bible has "a way that starts from faith 
and ends in faith," and give as a mar
ginal alternate: "It is based on faith and 
addressed to faith." 

The struggle to make a communicative 
phrase out of this Pauline phrase took 
the form in Bratcher's Good News Bible: 

·"it is through faith, from beginning to 
end." Our people have never forgiven 
Bratcher for his inserting an "only" in 
this verse in the first edition of his work. 
Though Bratcher removed the "only" in 
his second edition at least nine years ago 
(1971), and though it has not appeared 
in subsequent ones, tracts continue to ap
pear quoting the first edition, leaving the 
author of the tract to appear as a false 
accuser when one examines a current Good 
News Bible. All men should have the 
privilege of improving their work. The 
translators of the KJV in their preface 
recognized their need of thfs privilege. 

The New American translated Romans 
11:17 as "begins in faith and ends with 
faith." The New International Version 
1·endered as "a righteousness that is by 
faith from first to last," and then gave 
the literal rendering in a marginal option. 
Neither the rendering of the GNB, of the 
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NAB, or that of the NIV is a literal 
rendering; all are efforts to make an 
understandable phrase out of one which 
is unclear when literally rendered. I am 
not sure that I know what ek pistoes eis 
pistin means and how to translate it in a 
clear way. I will only deal with the va
lidity of the paraphrases. 

Once a man has gotten an "only" in his 
mind's eye, it seems that everything he 
sees fs colored by it. I suspect that some 
who are seeing an "only" in the renderi~gs 
of Romans 1:17 are in reality only echoing 
older treatments of the passage by men 
they trust, and I suspect that they have 
not done adequate checking of current edi
tions. 

That righteousness is revealed by faith 
"from beginning to end" or "from first 
to last" is a truth if one does not supply 
out of his mind an "only" which the 
printed texts do not have. If righteous
ness is not "by faith from first to last," 
then let the objector tell us what it is 
"by" . during that time that it is not by 
faith. Furthermore, let him give us a 
linguistically defensible ·rendering of the 
phrase that is clear and understandable 
to all. 

Romans 10:10 

It is extremely difficult to formulate 
a sentence that cannot be taken in more 
than one way. The task is all the more 
difficult when the reader has already put 
his fault-finding glasses on before he does 
his reading and is combing for something 
with which he can find fault. Such a sen
tence is found in some translations of 
Romans 10 :10: "For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it 
is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved." The Greek phrase here is: 
kardia g ar , pisteuetai eis dikaiosunen, 
stomati de komologetai eis soteria:n.; and 
the only difference in the translations is 
over what they do with the preposition 
eis. 

The King James and American Stan
dard Versions rendered it: "For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness 
and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." These are literal enough 
renderings, but then the preacher can take 
up ·his time explaining that "unto" means 
that one has not gotten there (that is 
"to righteousness" and "to salvation") 
yet. However, this subtlety may escape the 
unaided, uninitiated reader. Such subtle
ties keep preachers employed while those 
whom they do not contact remain in dark
ness. 

An objector to modern versions asserts 

of a version and Romans 10:10: "They 
have justification reached at the point of 
faith in Romans 10:10, and salvation 
reached at the point of confession in the 
same verse. They say, 'For it is with your 
heart that you believe and ARE justified, 
and it is with your mouth that you con
fees and ARE saved.'" 

Let us apply this sort of exegetical 
method to the KJV and ASV rendering of 
the preceeding verse, Romans 10 :9: "For 
if thou shalt confess With thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and ·shalt believe in thine 
heart that God raised him from the dead 
thou shalt be saved." Now if you have not 
met a Baptist that argued that this verse 
(and the whole context) teaches salvation 
apart from baptism, you have not talked 
with the same kind of Baptists I know. It 
promises salvation on belief and confes
sion. One can argue this same way on 
Romans 5:1, 2 "Being therefore justified 
by faith ... we have access by faith" in 
any English translation if he wanted to. 
We all know that this method is falacious 
and that Scripture should not be used in 
that way. 

The statement "For it is with your 
heart you believe and are justified, and it 
is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved" does not state (except for the 
man who wants to supply it) the time 
when the justification and the salvation 
took place. The sentence "I married and 
AM extremely happy" does not necessarily 
imply that the marriage and the happiness 
took place at the same time. The happiness 
may be a consequence that came con· 
siderably later. Paul is Writing to the 
Romans much later than their belief and 
confession. Paul is describing a present 
state which is a consequence of a past 
action. The present state is described 
with "are'' in the translation being con
sidered. Had even the rendering been "you 
believed and were made. righteous" the 
two actions would not necessarily have to 
have been co-temporal. The statement 
would not necessarily exclude the other 
acts of obedience any more than the KJV, 
ASV rendering of Romans 10:10 excludes 
other acts of obedience. 

In an article in next week's Firm 
Foundation we will take a look at another 
passage. At that time it will be Ephesians 
1:13. Correct translation is not an easy 
task. Hence the avalanche of criticism that 
has attended the appearance of every new 
one. 

1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, Tennessee 
38117 
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When God Forgives, He Doesn't Forget RUBEL SHE:LLY 

When God forgives, he forgets? How 
many times have you heard that old 
adage? It simply is not true. 

Do you recall the biblical accounts of 
Sarah's laughter, Moses' striking of the 
rock, David's adultery, Peter's denials, 
and Saul's persecution of the church? All 
these sins were forgiven by the time the 
Holy Spirit caused men to write down the 
record of them. While those sins had been 
forgiven, then, they had not been for
gotten. 

It is impossible for ,God to forget the 
sins he pardons. Why? God is omniscient; 
that is, he knows all things past, present, 
and future: If any part of his knowledge of 
human events were to be wiped out, he 
would no longer be omniscient; and if ·he 
were to cease being omniscient, he would 
simultaneously cease to be God. 

What, then, is forgiveness? It is not 
ignoring a wrong deed which has been 
done, telling the offender that what he 
did was all right, or forgetting the event. 
Forgiveness is the "Voluntary release of 
an individual from a legitimate claim you 
have against him or her. 

When God forgives us, he doesn't forget 
the sins in our past. But he does release 
us from them. He never collects the pen
alty we were due to pay for those sins. He 

The Battle for the Mind 

In the early part of the book of Genesis 
we are told of mankind's first encounter 
with the Devil. 

The apostle Paul refers to this historical 
event in II Corinthians 11 :3, where he 
writes, "But I fear, lest by any means, as 
the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, 
your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity and the purity that is toward 
Christ." 

Paul's fear was that the thoughts of the 
Corinthian brethren would be corrupted. 
Obviously, Paul realized that our faith as 
Christians is determined largely by our 
thoughts. 

The spiritual battle between God and the 
Devil is waged in the human mind. Our 
minds are the battlefield. How we think 
and reason will determine who wins the 
conflict. It is not only true that "As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he," but it 
is also true that, as a man thinketh so will 
he be eternally. 

A real problem here is that most people 
do not realize that the battle is going on, 
and thus do not realize that the Devil is 
trying to deceive them into thinking in 
the wrong way. Most do not realize that 
our thought processes are formed by what 
we take in and how we react to what we 
take in. We are bombarded continually 
with all kinds of information, from every 
direction. Radio, television, books, movies, 
newspapers, and other sources are driving 
home their desired points day and night. 

What we see and hear becomes a part 
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refuses to retaliate against us for trans
gressing his laws. When God forgives he 
releases us from the wrong we have done 
against him and never collects for it. 

We are supposed to forgive one another 
"even as God also in Christ forgave you" 
( Eph. 4 :32). I have known several people 
whose lives have been thrown into tur
moil because they believed their spiritual 
obligation to forgive inwlved forgetting. 
For example, one lady truly wanted to 
forgive a friend who had told a series of 
horrible lies about her but had since re
pented and asked her forgiveness. She 
confided, "I have tried to forgive her, but 
I just can't erase it from my mind. Oc
casionally something happens that makes 
me think of what she did." 

Stop laboring under the false im
pression that you have not truly forgiven 
someone until you can forget all about 
the event involved. That day will probably 
never come. But by the grace of God, you 
can find the strength to forgive another 
by releasing him or her from the right 
or intention to punish or get even for 
what has happened. Even when something 
triggers the me-mory of that incident, you 
refuse to dwell on it and look for some way 
to get even. "Render to no man evil for 
evil. . . . Be not overcome of evil, but 

WALTER SWAIN 

of us. Very subtlely the Devil is able to 
form our thoughts by using these mes
sages. Repeated over and over, they soon 
become "fact." We find ourselves accept
ing the current morals and ways of the 
day, and don't even realize they are false. 

This can be seen in the language which 
uses God's name in vain, and employs four 
letter words often. It can be seen in the 
materialism that pervades the church. It 
is evident in the worldly attitudes of 
many Christians, and in the youth of the 
church. 

Mind pollution is really our biggest 
problem. We cannot keep from hearing 
or seeing many things, but to a large de
gree we can control our intake of infor
mation and facts. Christians must be
come self-censors. That is, we must be 
able to block out any intake that would 
corrupt our minds or cause us to have 
evil thoughts. 

But most important of all, we must fill 
our minds with the right thoughts and 
information. Paul tells us in Philippians 
4:8, 9 what we are to think about. True, 
honorable, just, pure, lovely, good things 
are to fill our minds, and direct our 
thoughts. 

The Devil was able to deceive Eve, and 
cause her to sin against God, because she 
allowed him to alter her thoughts. Paul 
warned the Corinthian Christians not to 
allow the Devil to do the same to them. We 
should also heed this warning in our day. 
6636 Rockglen Ave., San Diego, Ca. 92111 

overcome evil with good" (Rom. 12:17 
21). ' 

The painful memory of a sinful deed 
may last a lifetime--even though one tries 
to push it out of mind. The beauty of for
giveness is in one's willingness to forego 
revenge in the face of such a recollection. 
Only God could have taught us the mean
ing of such an action. Only he could have 
made it possible for us to exercise forgive
ness with one another. 

2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee 
7212. ' 

The Efficient Elder 
R. D. ICE 

The elder will pray for, pray with and 
pray about every member. 

An elder must always help the saved 
to see salvation as the redemption, change, 
development, and expansion of the whole 
person-body, soul and spirit (1 Thess. 
5:23). Each member is a resource of di
vine strength and abilities. 

An elder is not morally, ethically or doc
trinally neutral. He must live the Chris
tian principles which he seeks to build 
into each member. 

An elder understands that his abilities 
and talents are gifts from God which he 
must share with others hoping they too 
will develop their abilities and talents to 
share with others, etc., etc. 

An elder is a "priest," but he must not 
forget that every Christian is also a priest. 
Jesus is the chief priest. But all members 
are in the Christian priesthood. 

An elder must be socially oriented. He 
is an implementor, a suggestor, one who 
inspires goals and actions which people 
instantly recognize as w·orthy but need 
leadership to "actualize." 

An elder lives in a world of crises. Fami
lies, youth, organizations, ·stresses and 
personal tragedies are ever knocking on 
his door, in daylight and in darkness. 

An elder often balances on a teeter
totter. Should he involve himself in a 
touchy situation he sees developing, or 
should he wait to be asked'! Should he, 
with the other elders, act to solve the 
problem-or wait in hope that it will solve 
itself? In every case he will have .earned 
the trust of the congregation, so that 
they will not feel "unworthy" or reluctant 
to trust him with their problem. 

A good elder is a healing balm trans
planted from Gilead to the local congre
gation. 

A good elder lives with his heart in 
heaven, fed by the "bidden manna.'' Yet 
his head must always be where the doctor, 
the grocer, the police officer, the hous7-
wife, the boy or girl in trouble, etc., 1s 
enmeshed in chains unbreakable without 
his help. 

"We proclaim him, counseling and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 
we may present everyone perfect in 
Christ." (Col. 1 :28 NIV) 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Gary Lowe writes about the gift or gifts that members 
of the church possess, and how these are to be used for the bene-

fit of the entire body. Our thanks to him.-Leonard Mullens, 
P.O. Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

'Discerning the Body 
GARY LOWE 

Have you ever worn glasses? Every time the eye doctor 
changes my prescription I remember that first pair. I could see 
so clearly! I had not even known that I needed glasses; but they 
really helped me to see. Sometimes I experience that same thing 
in the spiritual sphere. I may not even have recognized a prob
lem. But when someone corrects my vision, WOW, everything 
seems so clear. 

I am beginning to see that each Christian has a gift or mani
festation of the Spirit (I Cor. 12 :7) which God has arranged 

' into a whole-the church. The interdependence of these parts is 
so vital that without the functioning of each member the body 
cannot grow as it should. 

I had been ·like the Corinthians-preoccupied with certain 
conspicuous gifts. In Corinth that preoccuption caused problems. 
According to I Cor. 12:14-20, some members began to feel left 
out. Some may even have claimed, "Since I don't have. that 
gift, I'm not really a part of the body." When that member 
dropped out the entire body was deprived of the sensitivity and 
ability to deal with whatever needs which that part was in
tended to supply. The body began to shrivel. 

At the same time (I Cor. 12 :21-26) the members with the 
showy gifts became bloated with their own importance. They 
were independent. They didn't need help from anybody. They di

' vided the body (v. 25). Thus the Corinthians' obsession with 
tongue gifts resulted in an emaciated and dismembered body. 

The Spirit, through Paul, deals with these problems in I 
Cor. 12-14. First (12 :1-31), he shows that the diverse gifts 
are the work of the one Spirit and are intended to effect 
unity. Then (12 :31b-13 :13), he encourages the brethren to de
velop the more excellent way of love. This is the antidote for 
their gangrenous attitudes. Third (14:1-40), he insists on edi
fication-building others up. This is the primary concern of 
love and should characterize their assemblies. 

Will we learn from the Corinthians? Look at how closely we 
mirror the Corinthian attitudes: Having showered all of our at
tention and praise on missionaries, preachers, and teachers, we 
have none left for those with other gifts. Denominating a certain 
individual as "THE minister" we rob other servants of the im-

portance they deserve. Our preoccupation is so pronounced that 
we diagnose the health of the whole brotherhood on the basis 
of how many preachers have quit "full-time" work. And we fail 
to notice that very, very few Christians are trying to· exercise 
the gift (Rom. 12 :8) of showing mercy. Like the Corinthians we 
are guilty of overemphasizing the vociferous gifts. Unless we 
give up this obsession we will be stuck with those Corinthian 
problems. 

Most of our people do not even know that they are gifted mem
bers of the body. Very few are being encouraged to discover and 
practice their gifts. So the body degenerates to only those organs 
WE appreciate (mouth and ears). We lose the sensitivity and 
abilities that God gave for us to use. 

Our disregard for I Cor. 12:7 (and I Pet. 4 :10) also causes 
problems for those of us who have the prominent gifts. We are in 
danger of being puffed up with our own indispensability and 
dividing the body. 

God's Word calls us to recognize that our congregations con
sist of different parts with differnt functions. Each is in
densable. Each has been gifted for the common good. We can 
never be independent because we are interdependent. God has 
combined us so that our cooperative efforts support each mem
ber and allow the body to grow. This growth and support occurs 
as we pursue the love which seeks to build up rather than to 
show off. 

According to Eph. 3:10, God reveals his wisdom "through the 
church." It is not manifested simply in teaching or preaching, 
but through the whole body using all of its parts. Are we seeing 
20/20 on this yet? 

As teachers let us help the encouragers to encourage, the 
contributors to give generously, and the merciful to do so cheer
fully (Rom.12:6-8). In order to do this we must: 

(1) help each member to discover his own gift; and 
(2) continually encourage each other to use "whatever ~ft 

.•. to serve others" (I. Pet. 4 :10). Only as our members dis
cover and practice their individual gifts will the church grow to 
maturity and avoid emaciation and dismemberment. 

Box 1051, Eden, TX 76837 

9 [633] 



HARRIET ALLEN HALE 

A truly "vir tuous w oman" passed into 
the blissful new life J uly 31, 1981 at age 
63. Her husband and children, two boys 
and two girls, "called her blessed," for she 
"excelled them all" in f ait hfulness, loyal
ty, and early devotion t o the cause of 
Christ. By t his, her husband, Graham W., 
early in their married life became a gos
pel preacher serving several churches a nd 
is now preaching for the church in Ar
cadia, La. 

Her first son, Richa rd, began preaching 
while very young progressing into a great 
one and is now pulpit minister for East
wood church in El P aso, Texas. Her other 
son, Jerry, is a deacon and educational 
minister i n Conroe, Texas. Her son-in-Jaw, 
Donald Skipper, conducted her funeral 
service in Ruston, La ., and is t he minister 
for the church in San Augustine, Texas. 
Her final words wer e not of her self but 
for all these to con t inue their efforts to 
increase her Lord's kingdom. 

Along with hosts of loved one, my wife 
and I are so thankful for the privilege of 
having been among her beloved.-Bill 
McLeod. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Finn Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm ·Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST -
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

If you haven't checked with us- you may be paying too much 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

A dditional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY ·MARKET RATES! 

Effect ive October 1, 1981 , the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
for Savings and Loan Inst itutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
12%% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of · 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The offering is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28,908 
Q~~!a~ Texas 75228 P_bone- (214) 270-7583 

..... ~Fi!!1l11im 
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WILLIAM J. TEAGUE BECOMES 
PRESIDENT OF ACU 

Dr. William J. Teague became the ninth 
president of Abilene Christian University 
on August 27th. Dr. John C. Stevens, who 
has served as president for 12 years be
came ACU's second chancellor. 

Teague received the chain of office from 
Stevens at 11 a.m. in an informal pre
sentation at the annual faculty pression 
conference in Walling Lecture Hall on the 
ACU campus. 

The formal inaugural ceremonies have 
been scheduled for Feb. 20, 1982 in con
junction with ACU's annual Sing Song and 
Lectureship programs, which attract more 
than 5,000 friends and alumni to the city. 

Stevens praised Teague's willingness to 
accept the challenge of the presidency and 
commended him to the faculty as a man 
well prepared for the job by his diversified 
background in business and education. 

Teague, 54, is a native of Olney and a 
graduate of Nocona High School. He holds 
the bachelors degree from CU, the mas
ter's from Columbia and the doctorate 
from UCLA. 

Before completing his bachelor's degree 
he served for four years in the U.S. Navy. 
After his graduation he was executive 
assistant to ACU president Don H. Morris. 

From 1957 to 1959 he was vice presi
dent for development at Harding College 
in Searcy, Ark. and then for two years was 
vice president of Pepperdine University 
in Los Angeles. F rom 1964 to 1979, he was 
president of William J. Teague Associates, 
a management services corporation. 

From 1970 to 1981, Teague served two 
Fortune 500 companies as vice president. 

r~·~~~~~~:;::~:;;;:-.:;;::::;i;~~:;--~----u{ 
~ Economical. Energy Efficien.t ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Naslwillc, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans R eady to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 ,_.._.. _______ __.. __ ~ ____ .._ __ __,.. __ .._...._.._.._.. .................. ~ .................... _... ........ J 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-y.ear intensive training program ~ training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Nor-theast! 
''V.A . Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For futither 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

( 
He was with Purex Industries, Inc., in 
Lakewood, Calif., from 1970 to 1978 and 

( with Kerr-McGee Corp. in Oklahoma City 
~ until coming to ACU in June of this year. 

Introducing 
Recordex 
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National Church Furnishings, Inc. 
1123 Church Street, Suite 408 l Nashvi lle, Tennessee 37203 

Pho"o(615)254-~ 
~ ,,,,,,,, ·. 

BAPTISTRIES 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

No. 1 45 
Re&ular $589. 
SPECIAL BELOW 
MANF. COST $440 .00 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 345 
R e&ular $1.795. 
SPECIA L BELOW 
MANF. COST $1.195 

Roc ordox 345 
~-········ · ········· · ··········· · ·········································· · ··················· 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 
60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassett e (100 minimum) 

--90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
--60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
--90 minutes, high ,energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) _ __ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J .P. Kelly , 324 W~t Park A venue 
Greenfield, IN 46140 • 3 17-462·3648 

Name 

O Check OMoney Order card.. Address 
O VIsa OMaslercard exp. date -=---;:----:::---------

Prior Paymen t Required Free Postnge L~~~ts Clly. Stale, Zip FF • 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

··························~····························· ································ 
• Sunday through W e dn esday Congregational •• 
: usiNGING EMPHASIS \NORKSHO~S" 

l 
: (591 conducted in thirty st a t es from c~ast to coast-~1,000 particiP,ating song d1:-:ctors. ) 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleadtng Mechanacally, Aesthetically and Sp1ntually 

~ : s•• uTc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 

j 
. . ................. . ........................... •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 11 [635] 
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WEST VmG INIA 
C,\:\TPAIG N SUCC ESSFUL 

The Boone County, West Virg-in ia Cam
paign for Christ wi t h t he Flatt Drothers 
-Leamon, Dill, Don, and Dowell-and 
sponsored by sixteen churches of Christ 
in the count~·, sen· ices were held each 
nigh t in the Ch·ic Center in Madison a 
snwll coal mining to\\'n located in lhe 
beautiful mountai ns. 

During the Campaign, the F latt Drot h
ers met each moming wi th some thi rty
f ive personal workers from several states 
fo1· a devotional before going out to make 
contacts. 

Following the se n·ice Saturday night, 
an entire family of s ix ,,·as bapt ized into 
Christ. Fifteen were baptized and twelve 
restored. 

With a tota l active mem bership of some 
800 to 900 in Boone County, attendance 
averaged approximately 1000 each night. 

Cornelius C. Abbott, 2827 Greenhill 
Dri,·e, ;\fesquite, Texas 75150: I am sched
uling Gospel meetings full t ime as I did 
for eighteen years ·from coast to coast. 
Malakoff church has building paid for and 
purchased preachers home. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh , pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purp.oses. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep ind efinitely. Every congrega
tion should ha ve an hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 61 0, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuo/IS enrollmmt witb 

two plam to choose fro m 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

H ealtb Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plnm only offered to workers amotzg 
Churches of Cbrist Foreign 117 ot·kers 
and struleuts in training for full time 
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work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good nnywbere 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

•
~- P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 I 
f Phone 81 7-645-9203 

~., ,._.__o ____ ~-~.~-.--~o-~-CI-,•-----..--u--u-o_o __ ,.; 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BiBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal 

Elders and D eacons 

Workers. 
' 

Optional '2nd Year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admi ssions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDI ES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURiESHIP 
Includes Thrust Debate Competition 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
April 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE: Truth and Error in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebel Music, Ira Rice, Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, William Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m. ; 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
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EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

3rd ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 

rry he Scriptures teach that in conviction, 
conversion and sanctification the Holy Spirit 
operates' only through the word." 

NOVEMBER 6-8, 1981 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

7:30P.M. "The Baptism of the ~pirit" 

-Garland Elkins 

SATURDAY,NOVEMBER7 

9:00 A.M. "The Intercession of the Spirit" 

-Garland Elkins 

10:00 A.M. "The Spirit and Tongues" 

-Garland Elkins 

11:00 A.M. "Present day Illumination of the Spirit'' 

~James Boyd 

1:30 P.M. ''Pentecostalism in tbe Chu,.ch" 

-Franklin Camp 

2:30P.M. "The At·guments by Hardeman i1z bis and 

Bogard's debate o1z the work of tbe holy spirit" 

-James Boyd 

3:30P.M. "The Design and End of Miracles" 

-James Boyd 

4:30P.M. ''The Indwelling of the Spidt" 

-Roy Hearn 

7:00P.M. "Witness of the Spirit'' 

-Franklin Camp 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

9:30A.M. uThe Spirit in the Old Testament'' 

-Roy Hearn 

10:30 A.M. "The Gift of the Spirit'' 

-Franklin Camp 

· 2:00P.M. "The Holy Spirit and Inspiration" 

-Tom Bright 

3:00P.M. "The Ft·uit of the Spirit" 

-Bill Hamrick 

4:00P.M. "The Sin against the Spit·it'' 

-Roy Hearn 

7:30P.M. "The Scriptures teach that in co1zviction, 

conversion and sanctification the Holy Spirit 

opet·ates only through the word." 

-Franklin C~p 

l DAVID P. BROWN, Director-Cassette tapes available through: Steve Wimp, 1000 North lOth Street, Leavenworth, KS 66048 
~ 
f 

Reservations for Houston-Contact Chahlotte Morgan-(918) 682-6382 

Eastside Church of Christ-2141 Kingston-Muskogee, Oklahoma 74401 
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RECORD ATTENDANCE 
I N ALABAMA 

On Sunday evening, J uly 12, over 800 
people assembled in the auditorium of t he 
Cloverdale church of Christ in Mont
gomery, Ala. As far as we can determine, 
th is was the larges t assembly of Chr is
ions in one of our buildings in the his
tory of t he church in t his part of Ala
bama. The occasion was a "Lads t o 
Leaders" progr am which featured young 
Christians f r om the Montgomer y area. 

The Clover dale church has ssumed t he 
sponsorship of the "Lads to Leader s" and 
"Leaderettes" programs whiich are de
signed t o develop leadership among both 
boys and g irls in the local congregation. 
F or 11 year s, J ack Zorn, the founder and 
director of the pr ograms, has been per
fecting methods which have revolution
ized the lives of the young people in
volved. Congregations as well have ex
perienced a new surge of vitali ty when 
t hey see what is being done. 

The program is availale for nationwide 
use and wlll fulfill a much-needed min
istry. For information about a program 
in your area contact : Jack Zorn, Clover
dale church of Christ, Hull and Edgemont, 
Montgomery, AL 36105, or call (205) 
264-2193 or 263-7202.- P hilip Black. 

MEDICA L EVANGELISM 
SEMI NAR SCH EDULED 

" In His Steps" will be the theme of the 
1981 Medical Evangelism Seminar t o be 
held in Atlanta, GA on October 2-4, 1981. 
The Seminar includes per sonal an d audio
visual reports from t he f ield, and clinical 
and small g roup sessions directed by for
mer and present medical missionaries. 
Theme speakers include Dr. Henry Far
rar, Dr. Maurice Hood, Dr . Mark Karnes, 
and Jerry Porter. 

Additional information can be obtained 
by writing or calling J oe Glenn, Decatur 
Church of Christ, 1677 Scott Blvd., Deca
t ur, GA 30033. Telephone # ( 404) 633-
9242. 

J . T. Marlin, P.O. Box 667, Duncan, 
Oklahoma 73533: During J uly and August 
I preached in meetings at Mars Hill, Ken
t ucky, Pegran Station, Tennessee, Wood
burn, Kentucky and Vesta, Tennessee. My 
next meeting will be a t Marlow, Okla
homa. Our mission work in Turkey 
t hrough t he guide t o t he Seven Chur ches 
of Asia Minor is progressing in a f ine 
way. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

14 (638] 

A us tin H. E mery, 2012 Western Av., 
Farmington, New Mexico, August 19, 
1981: I have just r eturned from working 
in a one-week Campaign for Christ in 

Carlsbad. Locally we baptized our 300th 
member recently. Our Bible school pro
g ra m is noting increased zeal, enthusiasm 
and growth. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

Brown Trail School of Preachinq 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tui tion 
Approved for VA Benefits " What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Cu rriculum 
Experienced Qual if ied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone : 817-282-3911 

L\.nll\e,~ 
.\.\'.~ 

Ch urches are securing funds I\ to build! 
.. . Huntsville, Ala. 
... Alamogordo , NM 
... Indianapolis, Ind. 
... Amarillo, Texas 
... Garden Grove, CA 

$1,400,000 
215,000 
700,000 

3 ,000,000 
125,000 

--------------------------------------------AFFILIATED MANAGERS 
WILL TELL YOU HOW! 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
540B Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

F 

We're planning to build and need funds. Please 
tell us how those churches secured r unds to build. 

Name of congregalion 

Address 

City S ta te Zip 

Individua l"s Name/ Function in congrega li on 

Telephone - --- ---- - - --

[Clip and Mail - U.S.A. onl y) 

--------------------------------------------
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evang~lism-M.issions 
Exceptional Curriculum !or Women 

"approved !or Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 1 (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
J FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXA.S 
11 southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm

mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
p.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLOBA..DO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfteld CL 
· Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation !or Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

l ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 

r 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: SO A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-05S5. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 

I 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Falrm9_unt and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .TEJiSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 

' JOl-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 

'[... CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will con;tact 
relatives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 

' 

Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PIREA.CHING 
11300 DubllD Road 

PlenaaDton, CnUfornin. 94566 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF. KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Bauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle, Waah. 98155. If you know 
tomeone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. · 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHuRCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

____ ....,..,:P;,a;;u;:l;..;H~arper. 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 80S-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
mv A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A. ve., 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Mort. Office 4'1'1-
527'1. Bobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40{)8. 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 868, Celeste, TX 75423, (214) 568-4642. 
.. Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in San 
Benito, Texas. Please call 512-399-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San 
Benito, Texas 78586." 
AT'I"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 86SO N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2Sll. 

"BIBLE College Training through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, S200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 
YUltiA, ARIZ .• 051 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3i) p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
LET US SHARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
others on cassette tapes. National Loan Program. 
Send stamped self-addressed long envelope for Jist 
and plan. Tape Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity o! over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) BrooklYn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 
Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 

Tel. (213) 463-6352 
For Sale: SO blond pews, 18 !t. long with green 
pads. Excellent condition. $200 each. Contact West
side church of Christ, 726 McGee, Norman, Okla
homa 73069, (405) 329-0392. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(612) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
"Mature, semi-retired couple needed to manage a 
35-unit senior citizen's retirement facility. Man to 
assume administrative duties and do maintenance 
and some ground work. Wife to manage and work in 
kitchen. Spacious apartment and board furnished. 
Salary negotiable. Contact Hugh Forehand, Kauf;
man, TX 214/932-6576." 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
penses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1·505-863·5530. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Indepth Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2255, West Monroe, LA .• 71291-0043 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE. N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd .. 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phones--(919) 
847-1122 or 847-1805. 

SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR GOSPEL PREACHER 
The Church of Christ in Dover, Ohio, is looking 

for a mature, sound nnd experienced Gospel 
Prencher to work full time with us, attendance has 
been averaging 115 to 125. We prefer a married 
mnn with considernble puh1it and work with elders 
experience. No anti, liberal "youth worship ad
vocate" nor hobbyist need npply. Send resume with 
references to: Elders, Church o! Christ, P.O. Box 
657, Dover, Ohio. 44622-Phone contacts-(216) 
364-2358 or (216) S64-1668. 
PREPUBLICATION SALE: Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, ''A Survey o! the First Fifteen 
Years,'' Volume I is currently being prepared !or a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion can be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover, to: The Kingdom Press, 
P .0. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIRI 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 2Hi-9GG-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS. Car inven
tory value $2,143.00 sold for $100. For information 
on purchasing similar bargains call 602/941-8014. 
Ext. 566. Phone call refundable." 
PREACHER NEEDED ..• 

The Zwolle Church o! Christ in Zwolle, Louisiana 
is searching !or a mature, sound gospel preacher 
who enjoys personal work and is able to encourage 
others to do likewise. 

We are a congr.egation of approximately 40 nt1!m
bers. Our average attendance is around 60. We have 
a desire to grow. 

If interested, please call brother D. L. Cash, 
318/256-3711 or write to the Zwolle Church o! 
Christ. Box 406, Zwolle, La. 71486. 
FOR SALE •.. 

80 Theater seats in very good condition. Buy 1 or 
all 80. Price $20.00. If interested call Sl8/256-3711 
or 318/645-6805. 
MINISTER WANTED immediatetly for rural Ar
kansas community, House and adequate salary pro
vided. Send resume to Grubbs church of Christ. 
Box 6, Grubbs, AR 72481, or call Don Belcher at 
601-252-3547. 
MISSION FIELD. New work in the north-east 
needs support. Write to Genesee church of Christ
Box 173, Genesee, Pa. 16928. 

INVESTIGA.TEl The Firm Fon.adatlo.a 
tries to screen advertlal.ago. nnd will Dof 
lmowfngly toke questionable odverdal.ag. 
But It Is the reader's respo.aslbiUt)" to ba
vestlgnte. Like a.ay other paper, we some
times uDwlttlnglT run nn unworthy ad. 
A.s the old saTI.ag ·~:oes. before .,.ou Invest. 
l.aveatlgotel 

MOORER NAMED PRESIDENT OF 
ATLANTIC CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Rex Moorer, Vice-Chairman of the Bible 
Division of Alabama Christian College, 
Montgomery, has been appointed Presi
dent of Atlantic Christian Schools, Inc., 
Miami Florida, according to an announce
ment ~ade by R. K. Morton, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors. 

Atlantic Christian Schools, Inc., began 
eleven years ago with four students and 
has grown to its present six elementary 
schools and one ultra-modern high school 
plant. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.o. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving an:rwhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT J Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4483. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need o! a sound Preacher 88 to 55 years of age. 
For congregation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bel. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 

• OIJen. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
t::,l'O 694, GROOM, TEXAS, 19089. PH. 806-248-2961. 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 
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TENDER LOVING CARE 

thE: ~'-'1ll1~Ul 
~'-\tl1€1~ 

$6.95 plus tax 

THE FAITHFUL FATHER 
by RANDY BECTON 

Randy is extremely we ll-qualified for this assignment. His work 

is Content Coordinator and Minister of Response for the Herald 

of Truth. He has had a serious ca ncer problem for several years 

and after a period of remission he is now having to take Chemo

therapy .again. Fac ing the prospect of death, and its conse

quences for his family has given him a depth insight into the 

values in life and the responsibilities they lay upon each of us. 

The book reflects a great love and care for one's fami ly. It is filled with individual lessons of ap

proximatey one-page each, that probe and sea rch out our capacity fo r love, and they encour

age and make practical suggestions for our showing our love each day. Illustrations are often 

actual, taken from his own family experiences. 

The book is attractively bound and cove red and will make an excellent "Coffee Table" book, 

to be picked up and read, again and again . He has authored four other books, ten booklets, 

and numerous journal articles, most of which are addressed to those who face real problems. 

He founded and is Director of THE CARING MINISTRY, an organ ization dedicated to the 

helping of others. 

Our children deserve pa.rents who can appreciate t his book! 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
1334 RUSWOOD 

ABILENE, TEXAS 
79601 
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR WORLD CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING 
mot rocontly near Washington, D.C. to complete plans for an international 
short wavo radio station in Alaska .This one station can bring one-third of 
~ho world's 4.5 _billion pooplo within broadcast range of tho gospel, includ
mg most of Chtna and much of tho USSR. A crisis need oxists for Christians 
to holp got this station on tho air at the earliest date possible. Pictured 
loft to right: John A. Johns on, Dr. B. E. Davis, Edward Bailey, Pat Mc
Mahan, Dr. George Bridges, Gayle Crowe, Charles Whittle (Chairman of 
tho Board ), Cline Paden , and Dr. Robert E. Scott (President of WCBC). 
Board members not pictured aro John Fisk, John R. Hall, a nd D. B. Jones. 
Soo information inside this issuo. 

Austin, Texas: 13, 1981 
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An Opportunity To Do Something 

We have tried to always support every effort to reach 
someone ·who is. not "us" with the gospel. Brethren 
have devised many schemes for reaching the lost, and 
all of them have· their advantages. We would encourage 
every one· of them. From its very begi~ning we have 
urged brethren to consider the opportunity afforded by 
the World Christian Broadcasting Corporation. We do 
so again. . 

, Eight Christian men, mostly from Abilene, began·m 
1976 an effort to reach the otherwise unreachable parts 
of the earth via radio. A tragic plane crash took three 
of them, and the effort was postponed until1979. Near 
the end of that year a site was purchased at Anchor 
Point, Alaska for the first of possibly three interna
tional short wave radio stations to be built, which would 
reach most of the Asiatic world. A few have done a lot 
to further this idea. It is feasible, is expedient and is 
badly needed. . . 

It is the objective of the Board of Christian men 
pictured on the front page to prov~de a facility f~r .the 
use of individuals and churches, which cannot be limited 
or censored by non-Christian elements, and which can 
make the gospel available on a basis more vast than 
anything we have ever dreamed of before. Ultimately 
it is the hope of this group that the world can be 
blanketed with the gospel in every man's language 
through three giant transmitters. This is the first step 
in that direction. 

The church is now represented in about 100 nations 
of the world, and it contains Christians who speak per
haps 200 of the world's languages. It will be possible 
for most every man to hear the gospel "in his own 
tongue wherein he was born," and for the preaching to 
be done by one of his native fellowmen. What an op
portunity! 

A short time ago a tornado struck Wichita Falls, 
Texas. As soon as the news was out churches began to 
take special collections for the benefit of the unfortun
ate victims. More than a million dollars rolled in. Even 
as this is being written news of suffering in Poland is 
getting out, and with little publiety more than half a 
million dollars has flowed in to fill the need. Perhaps 
more than that will follow as the news spreads. Our 
people are very liberal with their means to alleviate 
human misery. The spiritual poverty of the world 
doesn't trouble us as it should. 

Here is an opportunity to supply the needs of those 
in distant lands who hunger and thirst after righteous
ness. Here is a chance to provide not the bread that 
perishes but the Bread of Life. Here is a chance to 
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mass-evangelize. Honest souls in many lan~s will ~e~r, 
and if the power is in the word, like we claim that It 1s, 
then churches may spring up where American feet have 
never trod. 

Last year brethren conceived the idea of a special 
contribution, taken sometime in the fall, for the spread
ing of the gospel. A little publicity was given to the 
idea and quite a number of churches responded by 
taki~g their own collection and spending it in their own 
way for the preaching of the gospel. Although no 
records were kept it is reasonable to speculate that well , , 
over a million dollars was raised and spent. One man s 
idea effortlessly raised a million dollars for the preach
ing of the gospel ! 

Maybe it is time that we considered all congregations, 
larg~ and small, joining in a single_projeet. Where is the 
church and where are the elders of a church, who would 
not sa; that this effort to reach the lost via radio is a 
noble cause? Where are they who would condemn the 
project? All of us wish we had such a facility, and we 
would be glad if all three transmitters were in opera
tion if someone else would pay the bill. But there is no 
one 'else to pay the bill. So why not make this fall's 
special effort this radio facility? 

So far as we know there has never been a word of 
criticism of the corporation, of any man on its board. 
There has been only praise of the plan. No one is riding 
a gravy train; most of the work is being done gratis. 
Christians simply want to get the gospel out where the 
people are, and this seems to be a practical way to. do 
it. This is a big project. But we need to do something 
on a grand seale. We are fully capable of doing some
thing on a grand seale. It is simply a ease of wanting 
to cooperate enough to cooperate. 

Please read the report of Bob Scott in this issue. If 
you wish further information write him. Let's talk 
seriously about it among ourselves. Let's consider it 
in meetings of the elders, where the salvation of lost 
souls ought to be discussed. Apathy and unconcern have 
always been our greatest enemies. Let it not be so now. 

These brethren are appealing for a ·one time contri
bution. Churches will never miss what is given, but 
many in the world may miss heaven if we fail them. 
We feel that this is an excellent opportunity to demon
strate our solidarity by building this station in a single 
effort. 
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'' () '' Jmmunilg 

LUKE CURTIS 

What a wonderful word J. Immune 1 .Think of all the applica-
. tiona this little word-immune has in our everyday lives. 
Through the wonderful advances of modern medical science we 
can be, and most of us are, protected from the dreaded diseases 
that have plagued mankind in the past. A doctor can immunize 
us against hay fever, poison ivy, desensitize us against insect 
bites, any number of problems. 

The other day, a close friend and I were talking and this 
subject came up! ! Wouldn't it be great if we could come up 
with, a shot, or a pill that would make all of God's children im
mune from worldly ways, thoughts, deeds, increase their spiritual 
awareness, lead them to a life of fulfillment, in the Lord's 
service? 

A man in the Texas Department of Corrections asked me 
during an interview, "Luke, what can I do to ~rase all the acts 
of violence, hate, the hurt, resentments, lust, liquor, drugs from 
my mind, it's driving me crazy,"!! As we talked, the agony of a 
man's sin-filled life, opened before me and it was really ap
parent, this guy was afraid. He said: I don't know what's wrong 
with me, but I have no purpose in my life, I'm just empty!! I 
feel lost! 

I recall as I was behind bars, in the Texas Department of Cor
rections feeling the same way. Out of sheer boredom on week
ends, I had been reading the New Testament and I came to 
Galatians, Chapter 5, verses 1-25. It told me of freedom in 
Christ, and Paul went on and told of fulfillment in Christ, love 
for your neighbor, then deeds of the flesh. Drunkeness, anger, 
carousings, disputes, etc., and all that practiced these things, 
would not inherit the kingdom of God. But then it told me the 
fruits of the Spirit -were love, joy, peace, good, self-control, etc., 
and boy did I ever need a large massive shot of all these good 
things! But how? 

When I realized how sick I was spiritually, I pondered this 
for a time, and it come to mind that I needed to find people 
that knew how to get well spiritually. The only answer was, 
seek out Christians; they will know how to get the job done!! It 
was the last few days before I was to be released from prison, 
and I was really asking through prayer, for the Lord to help 
me day by day, with my living problems, and when I was re
leased I hadn't walked three blocks when I met a Christian, 
named Clyde Thompson. This man understood me, as he had 
spent many years in prison. He took me by the hand, sheltered 
me, fed me, taught me, and led me to Christ. We shared many 
wonderful times together, and day by day I grew as a Christian, 
building my immunity to sin, with continuous shots from God's 
word. I read Chapter 3 of Philippians in entirety and it told 
me of the goals of life, of worship in the Spirit of God, and of 
glory in Christ, of no confidence in the flesh, and of the value of 
following Christ. In the next chapter, in verse 8, there it was: 
honor, right, pure, lovely, good repute, excellence, and, further 

on, how God would continue to guide and help me-find.my way. 
Now, this is as they say in prison, really heavy, and I thought, 

how could this apply to my life! 1 The prodigal son was an ama
teur next to me, and believe, me, when I say, figuratively, I have 
partaken with the hogs! ! As time passed I met people like 
brother Ron Goodman, brothers Charlie Yoke, and Jerry Harris, 
John Lasater, J. W. Hamby, Austin Meriweather, Charley God
frey-all Christian. brothers. They encouraged, taught by their 
deeds and actions how Christians lived, and, do you know, these 
men took massive daily doses of the teachings of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, then they went out into their communi
ties, and shared it with others. Black and white, Mexican Ameri-

. cans-everyone needed to know about Jesus and the Faith. They 
were doing what the Bible said to do in Mark 16:15, and 16. 
And he said to them "Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all m-eation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall 
be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned! 

Truly I had met people that had the secret to serenity, peace 
of mind, courage, love; and I know I wanted some of this action. 
I was tired to death, of lying, cheating, stealing, drunkeness, no 
hope, no self-respect; running, all of Satan's wiles and escapes 
were in vain, they had led me to prison and hopelessness. 

My friend and I continued to talk, and he said; "do you suppose 
I could find this God you talk about, and the- peace of mind and 
contentment you have found in him?" We were separated by a 
wire sc.reen, but I felt as close to that inmate, and to my Lord 
and Saviour, as I have ever been in my life. We talked about sin, 
and its· consequences. Then we talked about Jesus, and what he 
did for us. 

We discussed John 3 :16-and what we needed to do about the 
salvation of our souls. When I read Romans 6:3-4 to this man 
who was so bitter and filled with hate, he looked at me, and a 
tear started down his cheek. When he could speak he said, "Luke, 
I didn't know; nobody ever ran it down to me this way, I thought 
nobody cared, but I can see what your Jesus has done for you, 
and I want to start taking my shots!!" He wanted the immunity 
from Satan, that Jesus gives us. This man has turned from a 
practicing atheist, to a seeker of truth. Recently he requested 
baptism into Christ, for the remission of sin, and when I talked 
to him he couldn't wait to get to the main prison unit to be 
baptized, so he could be added to the Lord's church. 

I believe with all my heart, the only way we are going to 
overcome crime and its consequences, is to teach Jesus, and the 
Good News. I have seen time and again, this change come into 
a man's or woman's life, and believe me, we shed tears at the 
power of the word of God to change people! Thank you Jesus, 
for the freedom we have in you, for the immunity you and the 
Father give us from that life of sin and hopelessness. 

Box 1331, Huntsville, TX 77340 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"The Lord Has Risen" 
O.H.TABOR 

When we review the beautiful story of Jesus Christ we are 
often startled at the striking and exciting announcements made 
by angels and men. These announcements go all the way from 
his birth till he comes again on the clouds of heaven. These 
began when all of Judea was still and in the night. "There 
were shepherds living in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord" (Luke 2:8-11). , 

After almost thirty-three troublesome years often meeting 
with many perplexing, painful and wearisome experiences, Jesus 
came to the close of his fruitful life. As the shades of his night 
drew near he made another startling announcement to his dis
ciples. "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is 
written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 
He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, 
insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him" (Luke 18:31-32). 
Of course, the disciples did not understand any of this. 

Along with the announcements of his death he said something 
they never understood but was the greatest news ever heard by 
human ears. He said, "The Son of man must suffer many things 
and be rejected •.. and that he must be killed and after three 
days rise again." 

Soon after he told them he must die as he had finished his 
prayer in the Garden he was arrested. Some of the disciples 
thought they could and should defend him from the authorities 
and went so far as to wound one of the opposers but Jesus said, 
"No more of thiS!, and healed the wounded man." Peter then 
disowned Jesus and the soldiers mocked him. At Calvary, about 
the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour, for the sun stopped shining, and the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit," When he had said this, he 
breathed his last. 

Jesus was taken down from the cross and buried by a man 
named Joseph, a good man, a member of the council. It was 
Preparation Day and the Sabbath was about to begin. The 
women, who had come with Jesus from Galilee, followed Joseph 
and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. They then 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the 
women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While 
they were wondering about this suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed Jike lightening stood beside them. In their fright the 
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, Why do you look for the living among the dead. 
And the greatest announcement, which follows the others we 
have mentioned, "He is not here; he has risen!" Thank God for 
this beautiful, heavenly mesage! . 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things 

4 [644] 

to the Eleven and to all the others. They did not believe Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. They said 
the words of the women seemed like nonsense. Peter did get up, 
however, and run to the tomb. Stooping down, he saw the strips 
of linen lying by themselves, and he went away wondering to 
himself what had happened. 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmanus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking 
with each other about everything that had happened. As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself 
came up and walked along with them, but they were kept from 
recognizing him. They discussed with· Jesus about the things 
that had happened and said many things that they knew about 
him and how he was to redeem Israel but that he had died. They 
said some had been to the tomb but did not find the body. Jesus 
said, you are slow of heart to believe all Moses said along with 
the prophets. As they approached the village Jesus acted as if 
he was going further but they urged him to stay for it was 
nearly evening. When he was at the table with them he took 
bread; gave thanks and broke it and began to give it to them and, 
"THEIR EYES WERE OPENED and they RECOGNIZED 
him. However he disappeared. They got up and went to Jerusa
lem and told the eleven they had seen Jesus. "The saying is true, 
the Lord has risen." 

The Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, and the Ascen
sion cannot be separated. Paul gives us the sum and substance in 
his affirmation of Christ in these words: "Christ Jesus, who 
died, more than that, who arose to life, is at the right hand of 
God and is interceding for us." Here we see that the Cross, 
Resurrection and Exaltation are bound together in unity and 
must be viewed together. Many Scriptures make this inescapably 
clear. This very thing is stated at the very beginning of the 
Christian age. Peter and John reminded those listening "We 
must obey God rather than men. God of our fathers raised Jesus 
from the dead, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God 
exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that 
he might give repentance and remission of sins to Israel." The 
Hebrew writer also speaks of the same, "We see Jesus .•. 
crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of 
death." Peters speaks of this by saying, "Through him you have 
confidence in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory." The resurrection is indeed the great act of God for the 
crucified One is exalted to messianic glory. 

We can believe with all the saints that our Lord truly has 
risen. The great apostle Paul said this was the heart of his 
message. The great chapter fifteen of the First Corinthian letter 
says, he was seen of Peter, and of the Twelve. After that he was 
seen of more that five hundred brethren at the same time, most 
of whom were still living when he wrote the letter. We believe 
the witnesses and are willing to stake our eternal destiny upon 
the truth of the Resurrection. 

Some day another great announcement will be made which 
will startle the world: They will see the Son of Man coming on 
th.e clouds of the sky, witk power and great glory" (Matt. 24:39). 
Then all the dead shall arise and those ready will meet him and 
share in his glory for ever, Now, we wait and watch and pray, 
"Come Lord Jesus." 
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A Report /rom 

World Christian Broadcasting 

It is possible for our first international 
short wave radio station to be on the air 
from Alaska in the fall of 1983, bringing 
most of China and much of the USSR 
within broadcast range of the gospel! At 
that time, one-third of the world's 4 5 
billion p~ople will have a much grea~r 
opportumty to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

But those plans are in grave danger, un
less enough funds are received quickly to 
make it possible for us to move ahead 
soon. The danger arises from the 
World Administrative Radio Conference 
(WARC), which will meet in January 
1984. 

N ew_ly developing nations, with growing 
world mfluence, are pushing hard to limit 
or halt all new international short wave 
~adio station~ in highly developed countries 
h~~ the Umted States. During a recent 
VISit at the Federal Communications Com
mission (FCC) in Washington, D.C., an 
official told us, "unless you are on the air 
~hen 'Ye go to W ARC in 1984, it may be 
Impossible to proceed with your project 
in Alaska after the Conference." This 
means there are forces at work right now 
that can prevent the gospel from being 
preached to millions of people in countries 
like China and the USSR. 

This station is being planned for just 
one reason-most of the world still needs 
to hear the gospel. Currently, we support 
fewer than 500 missionary families outside 
the United States. Radio is being used to 
preach the gospel in about twenty-five 
languages other than English. Bible 
courses by mail help teach more than a 
million people. Yet, most of the world still 
needs to hear the gospel for the first time! 

If we could fill a 100,00 seat stadium 
every day with different people over the 
world, and preach the gospel to them in 
their language, it would take us more than 
27 years to preach to our first billion peo
ple. Thus, efforts in world evangelism 
must be accelerated. We must expand and 
strengthen all existing efforts. But to take 

ROBERT E. SCOTT, PRESIDENT 

the gospel to all the world, we also must 
provide additional means of outreach to 
more and more people through mass com
munication. For that reason, World Chris
tian Broadcasting was formed and is being 
developed. 

This non-profit corporation, organized 
much like a Christian school, will own and 
operate international short wave radio 
stations at strategic places in the world. 
Ministries like Herald of Truth and World 
Radio will be able to get their messages to 
far more people than ever before. Churches 
of Christ in various places will be able 
to participate in foreign evangelism in 
new and expanded ways. The facilities and 
services of World Christian Broadcasting 
will be available for purchase to reach 
people in other countries much like local 
broadcast stations are employed to share 
the gospel with people nearby. 

Our best opportunity for preaching the 
gospel to millions in Asia and Eastern 
Europe, now beyond our outreach, is to get 
this station on the air before January 1984. 
It can be done if we begin construction 
next summer. That will be possible if the 
FCC issues us a "permit to build'' this 
station in Alaska. That is possible if we 
can file our application quickly. With one 
year for construction, we can go on the 
air by the fall of 1983. The major obstacle 
now is getting the FCC permit to build the 
station. 

We own a 71-acre site at Anchor Point 
on Alaska's Kenai Peninsula, 100 air miles 
southwest of Anchorage. Technical parts 
of our FCC application have been com
pleted. All we lack now is to finish gather
ing all of the funds needed for construc
tion, plus three-month's operating costs, or 
$1.7 million. To date, concerned Christians 
have helped us accumulate $300,000 in 
capital funds through gifts and pledges. 

Because of the WARC 1984 threat, our 
attorney in Washington urges us to file 
our FCC application quickly, even though 
we may not have all the funds needed. Our 

hope is that the FCC will at least receive 
our application, and possibly begin proces
sing it while we complete our funding. 
We don't want even a temporary rejection 
by the FCC of our application. But we 
simply must take that risk! 

Because of this unique opportunity, 
Christian leaders like Batsell Barrett Bax
ter, Clifton Ganus, Art Haddox, Reuel 
Lemmons, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Ira North, 
Norman Rhodes, and John C. Stevens have 
urged us to let all our brethren know of 
this emergency need. They have encour
aged us to ask all Christian leaders to 
make it possible for individual members to 
have a part in a special contribution for 
world evangelism by helping World Chris
tian Broadcasting meet this crisis need. 
Leaders of churches like University and 
Highland in Abilene have already made 
that commitment. It should be understood 
that we are not seeking funds from the 
church treasury. This is intended to be a 
special contribution from individual Chris
tians, just like we make when there is a 
flood, fire, tornado, or earthquake. On at 
least one occasion our brethren have volun
tarily sent more than one million dollars 
to help meet those crisis needs. This crisis 
is world-wide. It has eternal implications! 

The special contribution we seek will b~ 
useful whenever it can be taken, l'ut 
it would be especially helpful if it is t,.ken 
before the end of October. Because time is 
limited, we need all the volunteers we can 
enlist to help us. Would you call this emer
gency need to the attention of leaders in 
your home congregation? Then, would you 
go a "second mile" and contact leaders in 
at least one other area church? 

Once you have contacted church leaders 
in your area, please let us know their re
sponse about the special contribution. 
Phone us at (915) 698-0695, or write, 
World Christian Broadcasting-Box 3857 
-Abilene, Texas 79604. Above all, pray 
that God will use all our efforts to preach 
the gospel to all the world in our genera
tion. 
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How To Handle 

GUILT FEELINGS 
BILL FLATJ1 

The Problem 
Guilt is a serious problem in the church today. Many members 

are not able to deal adequately with feeiirigs of guilt. Some 
who need to feel guilty do not. Others who should be free of 
guilt's burden suffer because they are unable to accept God's 
forgiveness. Neither can they forgive themselves for past sins. 

There are many serious consequences of guilt feelings. Such 
feelings can cause depression, confession of sins one did not 
commit, false accusations of others, and personal destruction. 
Esau wept because of his sin, but such sorrow did not lead him 
to repent. Saul felt guilty because of the way he mistreated 
David, but he did not repent. Later, when he was about to be 
killed by the Philistines, he, greatly distressed, fell upon his own 
sword and died. 

Guilt feelings may result from sin. One does wrong and should 
feel guilty. False guilt feelings may be caused by conditioning. 
Recently I was helping sing a particular song in church when 
I noticed that there were tears in my eyes. When I analyzed the 
reason for this, I remembered that we had sung this song at the 
funeral of two of my grandparents. I had been conditioned to be 
sad at the singing of that song. Likewise one may be conditioned 
to feel guilty even when he is not guilty. A certain faithful 
Christian felt that that he could never have a good relationship 
with God. Neither did he have a good relationship with his father 
who had whipped him hard and often when he was growing up. 
His dad was very aloof and, therefore, did not have any sort 
of close relationship with his children. He had been severely 
critical of everything they did. I believe this father conditioned 
his son to feel guilty and insecure before God. 

The Answer 
Guilt is a serious matter. In Numbers 14:18 the writer states, 

"Jehovah is slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness, for
getting iniquity and transgression; and that will by no means 
clear the guilty .•. "In James 2:10 the same point on guilt is 
recorded: "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
stumble in one point, he is become guilty of all." We cannot 
ignore true guiJt. 

How can we find the answer? The answer is in Jesus him
self. We read in Isaiah 53 :5: "But he was founded for our trans
gre~sions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." 
In Jeremiah 31:34 we read, "I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no rn01·e." God does not remember sin 
that he has forgiven. Why should we? Paul writes in Titus 2:14 
that Jesus " ... gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own 
possession, zealous of good works." In Romans 6 :4 we learn of 
the connection between obedience and the death of Christ. Paul 
writes, "We were buried therefore with him through baptism 
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unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life." It should be a new life free from guilt. In 1 Peter 1:18-19, 
Peter admonishes: "Knowing ye were redeemed, not with cor
ruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of 
life handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot, even the blood of 
Christ.'' In verses 22 and 23 he continues, giving us the other 
side of the coin, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in your 
obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love 
one another from the heart fervently: having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth." Peter teaches that we 
were redeemed by the blood of Christ and that we purified our 
souls by our obedience to the truth. It is grace plus obedience. 
Not one or the other but both! This is the way to deal with our 
real guilt feelings. 

When we talk about guilt, we are actually facing two prob
lems. One problem is the problem of those who should feel 
guilty. Those who are burdened with true guilt should turn to 
God. They have sinned and need God's forgiveness before they 
can feel right. In Proverbs 28:13, we read that, "He that cov
ereth his transgressions shall not prosper; But whoso con
fesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy.'' Conversely, 
many people have been forgiven of their sins and still feel 
guilty. This is the other problem. There are some who should 
not feel guilty-they have been forgiven, but th~y still feel 
gUilty. They should remember God!s promises of grace and for
giveness. They should forgive others. They should repent and ask 
God to forgive them. They should remember that Paul himself, 
was the chief of sinners and was forgiven. We read of this in 1 
Timothy 1:15 where Paul tries to encourage us to forget our 
guilt feelings by saying, "Faithful is the saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus carne into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief: Howbeit for this cause I obtained 
mercy, that in me as chief might Jesus Christ show forth all his 
longsuffering, for an ensample of them that should thereafter 
believe on him unto eternal life." They should accept God's for
giveness. 

We should be reminded that guilt unresolved can destroy us. 
It can eat ·away at us even in our dreams. Have you been to 
Jesus for his cleansing power? Are you washed in the blood of 
the Lamb? Have you forgotten sins that God has forgiven? 
Have you brought your guilt to Jesus? Do this and live a happy 
and productive life. This is the only right way to handle guilt 
feelings. This is the only profitable way to live. 

Harding Graduate School of Religion, 1000 Cherry Road, Mem
phis, Tennesseee 38117 
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Translation Questions ( 2) 
JACK P, LEWIS 

Ephesians 1 :13 
The difficulty of rendering Ephesians 1:13 into English should 

be obvious to anyone who looks at the Greek text of the passage. 
There are three clauses in succession in the context each be
ginning with en ko ("in whom"); the first is in verse 11 and 
then t~o are in verse 13. Christ is the antecedent of the pronoun; 
and "m whom" parallels and is clarified by the phrases "in 
Christ" which occurs in verses 10 and 12 and by "in him" of 
verse 10. However, it is the first phrase in verse 13 which is 
difficult. The phrase has no finite verb to accompany the par
ticiple and thereby is a dangling clause: en ho kai kumeis 
akousantes ton longon tes alethieias, to euangelion tes soterias 
humon. 

The KJV wrestled with this problem, made an independent 
clause by supplying a verb "trusted" which is italicized, and 
then rendered the participle temporally, "after ye heard." Each 
of these features is borrowed by the KJV from the Geneva 
Bible (1560). While the sequence thereby set forth is logical it 
is interpretative. The ASV, striving for more literalness, left the 
clause dangling: "In whom ye also, having heard the word of 
truth, the Gospel of your salvation .... " No finite verb is sup
plied; the clause is incomplete. No teacher of English would 
approve such a construction. The RSV coordinated the two 
clauses of verse 13, making both of them prior conditions of the 
verb "were sealed with the Holy Spirit." It rendered the par
ticiple as a relative rather than as a temporal clause. Various 
other variations dealing with the problem, most of which coor
dinate the two clauses, are seen in current English translations. 

The NIV chose to attempt simplification for the reader by 
supplying a noun-"Christ"-for the pronoun of the clause. All 
English translations have supplied nouns at one place or another 
in order to make clear to the reader the antecedent of a pro
noun. The NIV also attempts to simplify by making two English 
sentences out of verse 13. To do so, it had to revert to the lead 
of the KJV and to supply a verb as the KJV did to control the 
participle. It chose "were included." It then rendered the par
ticiple temporally as the KJV did, but chose "when" rather than 
"after." No one can successfully deny that "when" is a possible 
rendering for such a participle. The context determines its 
suitability in each individual case. There are abundant cases in 
the book of Acts of akouein ("hear") in temporal participial 
clauses (Acts 13:38; 16:38; 17:32; 18:26; 19:28; 21:20; 22:2; 
22:26; 23:16; 24:24; 26:14 28:16; cf. Col. 1:4). The verb "were 
included" in the translation is an effort to translate the Pauline 
phrase "in Christ," or in this case "in whom," for the uninitiated 
person. 

Does then this statement in the NIV: "And you were included 
in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation" teach that being "included in Christ" came at the 
moment of hearing? Not necessarily so! There are many pas
sages in the KJV and ASV in which only a part of the require
ments of salvation are listed. Who has not argued with a Baptist 
that "repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 

Christ" (Acts 20:21) was only a partial statement of the re
quirements? Who has not argued that "everyone who loveth 
is born of God" (1 John 4:7) and "whoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ is born of God" (1 John 5:1), while being true state
ments, are not complete surveys of the new birth? One has 
probably had to meet the argument that "believeth" is pr~sent 
tense in 1 John 5:1 and that the statement thereby teaches that 
the new birth comes at the moment of belief. What about the 
several cases in the book of Acts wh~re people are said to have 
believed (Acts 4:4, 9:42, 10:43; 13:48; 14:1; 17:12, 34; 18:8)? 
Shall we conclude that they did not obey? Obedience is not 
specifically mentioned in them! 

If one uses the sort of exegesis on all Biblical passages that 
the objector is using on Ephesians 1:13, he is going to have 
plenty to object to. The problem is in the exegetical method, not 
in the translation. 

Though one translation (if erroneous) is not to be justified at 
the expense of another, the KJV has its own temporal problems. 
"Did you receive the Holy Spirit since you believed?" (Acts 19:1) 
contributed to the spread of the "second blessipg" doctrine. Acts 
19:1 has a participial construction of the same sort that is used 
in Ephesians 1 :13. The American Standard Version has: "If then 
God gave unto them the like gift as he did also unto us, when 
we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could 
withstand God?" (Acts 11:17). Acts 11:17 has the same sort of 
participial construction that Ephesians 1 :13 has. Does the Ameri
can Standard teach that the reception of the Holy Spirit was at 
the moment of belief? If so, what happens to the often made 
claim that there are no doctrinal problems in the ASV? 

I would like to see the objector propose a satisfactory transla
tion of Ephesians 1 :13. If this proposal is convincing, it might be 
adopted by translating groups. 

1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, TN 38117 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 

small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 

carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 

should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 

carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'7 
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Seeking First the Kingdom 
"But seek ye first his kingdom, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you." (Matt. 6:33) Jesus is 
not speaking just to those who give them
selves entirely to the ministry of the word. 
The apostles had a unique ministry, and it 
was not right for them to be diverted from 
this ministry by taking all their time to 
serve tables. Others were appointed to this 
business, that the apostles could "continue 
stedfastly in prayer, and the ministry of 
the word.'' This did not mean that those 
who served tables were not seeking first 
the kingdom of heaven. There is a lot of 
different work to be done in the kingdom 
of God and God has lots of different ser
vants who are better able to serve him in 
one capacity than in another. 

One has not ceased to seek first the 
kingdom of heaven because one has to 
spend a lot of time making a living. A 
part of our responsibility as Christians is 
to provide for our own as well as try to 
take care of the needs of others. "But if 
any p1·ovideth not for his own, and speci
alJy his own household, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. "Let 
him that stole steal no more: but rather 
let him labor, working with his hands the 
thing that is good, that he may have 
whereof to give to him that hath need." "If 
any woman that believeth hath widows, let 
her relieve them, and lE!t not the church 
be burdened; that it may relieve them that 
are widows indeed." 

Ordained or Just Recognized? 

Recently I was asked to speak on the 
"elde'rBhi1J." The appointment was with a 
congregation (50 years old) that never had 
elders (at least they had gone unrecog
nized). Some two and one-half hours would 
be allotted to the "sermon" and I was 
determined that this session would not be 
wasted. 

I felt that the only way I could get a 
new insight to the original plan God had 
for those .~he1Jhenling hi.q sheC]J would be 
to blot out all present prejudice and false 
impressions and simply read again what 
the Word said about these leaders of God's 
people. 

In Acts 14 :22-23, I was amazed to see 
that ordination occurred in the early 
church soon after congregations were es
tablished, and that the appointments were 
accompanied by "fasfing.q and pra]JC1'!'J." 
While these men had much to he learned, 
they were ordained and appointed to the 
work and were commended to God on whom 
th~y had believed. 

Then I began to l'ead, and re-read and 
read again the simple yet beautiful plan 
God ha(~ for his people. I know th?t this 
brief articl'e will over-Rimplify the subject, 
and lays no claim to being scholarly, but 
the neecl now is to re-shape a Biblical 
inur,qe that has been lost or severely dam
aged. 

The Biblical elder was a male. He was 
an older man, as opposed to younger. He 
was a disciple of Christ that had sur-
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JAMES 0. BALES 

The servant is seeking first the kingdom 
not just in sowing the seed of the kingdom, 
but in performing faithful service "not 
with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in 
singleness of heart, fearing the Lord: 
whatsover ye do, work heartily (margin: 
from the soul), as unto the Lord, and not 
unto men." 

The mother who is tied down to the home 
and children is seeking first the kingdom 
of God in her tremendous responsibilities 
as she, among other things, makes her 
great contribution to the shaping of the 
lives of the children. 

When I work for the perpetuation and 
more extensive application of the prin
ciples on which America was built, I am 
also seeking first the kingdom of heaven, 
although everyone who works for the U.S. 
is not trying to advance the kingdom. It 
is my conviction that oppressive forms of 
government bring us into additional temp
tations and I pray that we be not led into 
temptation. We pray "for kings and all 
that are in high place; that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 
gravity." 

In my anti-communism work I am seek
ing first the kingdom. Communism is 
against all the basic values which I hold. 
If at any time it seems to advocate such 
values it is because it is grossly incon
sistent, does it for tactical reasons, or even 
if communists believe their system will re
sult in these values it will not in actuality 

JACK EXUM 

rendered his life unto God. He was a good 
man, just the kind that you would want 
to call when trouble comes. He was a good 
family man, and one who has led his fami
ly well. He was a disciple who is genuinely 
in love with people. His leadership is un
deniable and the qualities of Christ have 
characterized his life to the point of per
manancy. No one wonders what he will do 
under stress, for his total life is a living 
demonstration of faith under fire. 

When you are sick and hurting, he is 
the first one you want called. When you 
are hungry for truth and wisdom, his name 
comes to mind. When troubles come and 
problems mount, you long for the image 
of his face. He is just that kind of person. 

When you think back as to how and 
why he was ordained or appointed, it be
comes infinitely clear that he was not 
erdained or appointed, so much as he w?s 
u1·ccognized." It just dawned on everyone 
th2t here is a male, and older man, who 
has been serving as a shepherd for a num
ber of years and has never been recog
nized or so honored. You know that he 
w~uld ccntinue the same path of service 
and sacrifice for others even if he fs not 
accepted as a bishop or shepherd. His 
power is his life. and his service is nothing 
mnre than his life being lived. 

Politics? Count him out for church poli
tics and god-like service seldom run in the 
same veins. Power? Authority? Rulership? 

(Continued on page 11) 

do so. Being for God, I am against atheism 
which is an inherent part of Marxism
Leninism. Furthermore, in some cases 
through anti-communism work contacts 
have been made which led some people 
into the kingdom. In other cses contacts 
have beer. made, and friendships formed, 
which opened some doors for teaching the 
gospel. A speech which I made in Tokyo in 
the 1950's led to friendship with an Am
bassador from China. This resulted in a 
lecture tour in Taiwan. I turned the lec
ture tour into a trip around the world. I 
had opportunity to preach around ninety 
times while on this tour. 

It is necessary to speak the message 
of the kingdom, but we are seeking first 
the kingdom even when we are not talking 
or even thinking about the kingdom. While 
we should not use our other responsibilities 
as an excuse for not talking about the 
kingdom as we have opportunity, we must 
not feel that we are not seeking first the 
kingdom unless we are engaged full time 
in personal work or public proclamation of 
the kingdom through the spoken word and 
the written word. 

What Jesus Learned at Home 
ANCIL JENKINS 

Jesus must have had a memory of a hap
PY home. He could have had no other 
considering the parents he had. 

How blessed our children would be if 
they could learn in their homes what Jesus 
learned. 

Jesus learned to get along with people. 
He came from a large family, four brothers 
and at least two sisters (Matt. 13:55). If 
this is learned in the family, how fortunate 
a person will be. 

He learned to work. Jesus is spoken of 
as, "the carpenter" (Mark 6:3). He 
learned the trade of his earthly father, 
Joseph. The Jewish proverb was, "He that 
does not teach his son to work, teaches 
him to steal." 

Jesus learned to respect his parents. 
Even though God was his Father, He 
respected Joseph and Mary. He was sub
ject to them (Luke 2:51). One of his last 
earthly acts was to provide for the care 
of Mary (John 19:26-27). 

He learned to worship. When Jesus went 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath in Naza
reth it was as "his custom was" (Luke 
4:16). He went to the synagogue on a regu
lar basis. He was "raised" to do this. True, 
worship must be more than habit, yet the 
practice of regular attendances is best 
learned early. 

He learned to pray. When Mary heard 
Jesus cry, "Father, into Thy hands I com
mit my spirit ... " (Luke 23 :46), no doubt 
she thought back to Jesus' childhood. 
These words were the prayer Jewish chil
dren learned at an early age. Probably 
~he had taught him this prayer. 

What are your children learning? We 
are not so much asking what you are 
teaching them by words. What does your 
example show? This is the most powerful 
method you have of teaching your children. 
1701 Gold Ave. S.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

All Christians and all congregations are by necessity con
cerned in evangelism. Brother Richard Hall, of Medford, Oregon, 
shows us a new method of evangelism, which is found really to 

be the same old Bible method of the ages. You will profit by 
reading this article •.•. Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, Salado, 
Texas 76571 

Evangelism: An Old New Method 
RICHARD HALL 

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
Acts 1:8 

Once upon a time there were 240 Christians in an area of 
120,000 people. These people wanted, with their whole being, to 
be the Body of Christ. They knew that if they needed J esun 
Christ others did also. They knew that if they were lost without 
Jesus Christ others without him were lost too. They knew that 
in the message of the Gospel, that they could share in words and 
deeds, was the power of God to salvation. This weighed on them. 
They hurt because there were people in their area who were 
lost. It was their heart"s desire to reach as many as possible with 
the Gospel of Christ. 

So they started talking and praying about it. They looked upon 
th~ir area to see the field. They discovered that there were 
90,000 people in their area who were not followers of Jesus Christ 
at all. They discovered that 94% of these people believed in a 
personal being called God and 80% believed Jesus was more than 
man. They became very concerned with these people who be
lieved yet weren't following. They decided they would do all in 
their power to reach as many of these 90,000 as possible. They 
looked upon the field of their area and discovered that it was 
big and it was ripe for harvest. 

So they set goals. "We want to reach as many as possible," they 
determined. They even specified their goals that with God's help 
"we want to reach 1,000 in ten years." That would be a good 
growth rate and they could measure their p1·ogress and see how 
they were doing as they went along. They met frequently to plan 
the ways to go about reaching their goals. 

They had a city-wide campaign. They advertised it so com
pletely that everyone in the area knew about it. They had a 
"big name" do the preaching and had great crowds. They had 
good coverage, spent a lot of money and had thirty baptisms. A 
month afterwards it was discovered that twenty-eight were peo
ple from within the church. This was worth any price, but they 
wanted to reach the ninety thousand. 

So they started a door to door approach. They got twenty of 
their group to go door to dcor. In a year they had knocked on 
every door in town trying to set up Bible Studies. In a year there 
were only five knocking doors and there had been ten baptisms 
and only one of them was part of the church. 

They got discouraged, but they continued to pray about it, and 
they discussed it inside and out. To analyze it well, they decided 
to look very closely at the most recent conversion of which they 
had been a part. It was a teen-age boy who was dating a girl 
of the congregation. She had gotten him involved in the youth 
group and after a few months he was baptized into Jesus Christ. 
Then someone remembered that this young girl had become a 

Christian about a year before because her next door neighbor 
had gotten her involved in the youth group. Then it was pointed 
out that not long after that her parents got involved in the 
church and the mother is now a Christian. Someone else remem
bered a time nearly two years before when the neighbors in this 
story, who were Christians, mentioned these neighbors and asked 
for prayers for them in a small group. It dawned on them that in 
a bit over a year there had been three baptisms through a Chris
tian family reaching out to their friends and making disciples of 
them, and they got excited when they saw this process was going 
on through the new disciples. 

So they got to dreaming about this. They said "Now we are 
two hundred and forty strong, and we all have friends who are 
not Christian that we are close enough to that we can talk to 
about Christ, not to forget our own family members who also 
are not Christian." So they each made a list of all of these 
people in their lives and discovered they had an average of efgnt 
such people for each church member. They all covenanted to
gether to pray for and reach out to these people. Just to get a 
handle on things they dreamed of what would happen if they 
reached only one in eight during the next year. That would mean 
two hundred and forty new Christians. That was mind blowing 
to them. Then they multiplied that again, because they were 
going to keep on doing this, and discovered that in a bit over 
two years they would have one thousand Christians in their 
fellowship. Then someone pointed out that the new disciples 
would also be going to their friends and making disciples of them 
and they dreamed about what this would mean. Someone figured 
it up and discovered that if they and each new disciple carried 
through with this "Friendship Evangelism Covenant" that within 
ten years there would be more Christians than people in their 
area. This would be true by each one of them reaching out to 
their friends and family members at just the right time with 
the love of Jesus and the message of the Gospel and making 
disciples of them and they join in the covenant to go house to 
house. They knew, because it's just the way it is, that not all 
would respond, but they felt so deeply about the people in their 
lives that they covenanted together to pray for open doors into 
their lives and to be concerned with making disciples of these 
their people; people for whom they cared deeply. People to whom 
they could already talk; people that knew they cared for them. 

From that day on there was more joy in that church than 
ever. They felt that it was because they were at last fulfilling 
their reason for- existence. They discovered that their ministries 
of love were growing because new talents and gifts were con
stantly being added. They were excited about it and thought 
they had discovered something new! Then they studied the book 
of Acts again and discovered this new method had been there in 
the Bible! ALL along! 
1701 West Main Street, Medford, Oregon, 97501 
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SPRI-:\GTOWN CHURCH 
YlSITS AFlHCA 

Ma ny of you read with interest about 
the work Springtown, 'l'exas is doing in 
A frica with t he Chimala Hospital and 
help for famined p eople. The elders had 
asked for $55,000 for the hospital and 
$•15,000 for famine r elief and medicines. 
Elder Glen Cooper, Deacon Leonard 
French, your writer a nd our son, Sonny 
Guild made the trip with out· wives. 

The hospital is well and doing a gr eat 
service. They have 22 buildings, well kept, 
58-bed hospital and sec about 100 out
patients da ily. They have a staff of 47 
people. Ta nzan ia is a very poor, socialist 
country. J\Iany things they cannot buy. 
(One pint of brake fluid is $25.00, a gal
lon of cooking oi l is $25.00.) Sugar and 
salt were not in t he sto1·es when we were 
there. 

Wuyne and Flo Smalling are doing a 
great work. She supervises the hospital , 
an R.i\1., is in charge of the staff, kitchen, 
nutrition and now her grcntcst love is her 
l\falernal Child Heal th Clinic. She could 
make $1,500.00 a mon th in the SLates. She 
gC'ts $350.00. I wish someone would send 
additional monthl y suppor t to the elders 
here for her!! Wayne docs t he purchasing, 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

personnel director, maintenance super
visor, financier and preaches to one of 
the 16 churches in the area on Sunday. 

We need a replacement for Wayne and 
Flo. They will, therefore, stay and evan
gelize. U you would like to work 'vith a 
great m1ssionary hospital, get in touch 
with the elders at Springtown, Box 96, 
76082.-Ciaude A. Guild 

OCC'S 1982 LECTU RESHIP SET FOR 
JANUARY 

Oklahoma Christian College's annual 
lectureship set for J a nuary 24-27, 1982 
will focus on t he theme of "The Practice 
of Pure Religion," according to Dr. James 
0. Baird, OCC chancellor and lectureship 
di rector. 

The four-day series will feature J immy 
Allen, Searcy, AR, speaking on the topic 
"When Life Tumbles In," Johnny Pennisi, 
Oklahoma City, will discuss "When God 
Speaks," and Carroll Pi tts, Los Angeles, 
CA, will speak on " When YoUl· Neighbor 
Calls." 

Nick Young, Anderson, IN, will have 
the topic "The Power of the Tongue," 
Gary Beauchamp, Da llas, TX, will speak 
on "When the World Entices," Furman 
Kearley, Abilene, TX, will discuss " In-

Harding Lectures 

7.95 
1981 

Firm Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0 . Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send _ ----------- copies of Ha1·ding L ect'ltres, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

eluding God In Your Pla ns,"' and Goebel 
Music, Colleyville, TX, will present a lec
ture on " The Practice of Pu1·e Rel igion." 

A Firm FounclnUon 8Ub8cr lptlon makes a 
wonderCul birthday or anniversar y gl!t. r...,....._....,....._ .. __.. __ . ..,., .. -_.. _____ ...... ) 
~ PEWS ... New and Used 1 
r Pew Cushions-Pew Refi nishing 1 
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t Waco, TX 76705 817-799·5926 \ 
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SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHlNG 
Basic Ministerial P1·ogram 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions P rogram 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director---3723 34th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-1>191 

Name __________ . 58th Harding University Bible Lectureship 
October 14-17, 1981 • Searcy, Arkansas 

Address ----------- Love One Another 
City ____ ____ State_ _ _ _ ,....Zip _ _ _ 
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ORDAINED OR JUST RECOGNIZED? 

(Continued from page 8) 

This isn't his bag either. P erhaps t his is 
the reason he hasn't been recognized in the 
past. While authority is power to rule, his 
Ufe has been one of se1·vice which is the 
power to lead. People just want to listen 
to him and follow his leadership. He had a 
huge "!ollow-shi7J" even before he was 
appointed to the leade1·shi7J. 

We know there a re some "specifics" giv
en to characterize the elder (I Timothy 
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-11) but in gener al, little 
is required of the elder that is not given 
in the life of every Ch?-istian. If he is to be 
a perfect man, then he should only be ap
pointed by perfect congregations. 

His primary task is to "Feed the flock 
of God" (that belongs to God), and "Watch 
for thei r souls" knowing that when the 
chi ef shephe1·d comes, he will g ive an ac
count of his charge (Acts 20 :28; Hebrews 
13:17; I Peter 5 :1-6). 

Here's the man I have been looking for. 
And why is this image so hard to under
stand? Is it so difficult that it cannot be 
"over-simplified?" To the contrary, have 
we buried it beneath modern traditions, 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price- of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Rea l Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Bo1e 610, Austin, Te1eas 78767 

power struggles, and a spiritually ( ?) 
bureaucratic system that perpetuates its 
own weakness. 

God help us to re-think the monster that 
is being created and r et urn to that u;on
clc?·fttl olcler ?nan the Bible calls, "Elder." 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801--817 /429·1403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qual if ied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 81 7-282·3911 

1.\o o t\'lt ~ 
\\'.. "'""' 

Churches are securing funds I\ to build! 
... Huntsville, Ala. 
... Alamogordo, NM 
... Indianapolis, Ind. 
... Amarillo, Texas 
... Garden Grove, CA 

$1,400,000 
215,000 
70U,OOO 

3,000,000 
125,000 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS 
WILL TELL YOU HOW! Affiliated Managers, Inc. 

5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806} 352-5603 

F 

We're planning to build and need funds. Please 
tell us how those churches secured funds to bui ld. 

Name of t:ongrcgnt ion 

Addr•ss 

Cil y Stnlc Zip 

lnd ivid ua r s Name/ Function in congrega tion 

Telephone ------ ------

(Clip and Moil - U.S.A. only) 

--------------------------------------------
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CANE RIDGE RESTOHATION 
WORKSII OP IK Im JT UCI<Y 

J uly 31, Augus t 1, 2 the Cane Ridge 
Restoration Wor kshop was pt·esented in 
the Le:d ngton, Kentucky a rea, by t he 
elders of the North Lexington congrega
t ion. The focus of attention was on t he 
179llog meetinghouse at Cane Ridge, near 
Paris, Kentucky. Here Ba r ton W. S tone 
and othes in 180'1 took their stand f or 
unity and t ruth on the Bible, 8 years be
fore Alexander Campbell came to the U.S. 
and 5 years before Thomas Campbell's 
Declarat ion & Address. In Lexing ton in 
1832 f r iends of Campbell a nd S tone met 
to un ite the two r eform movements to 
work fo r uni ty and restora tion. 

Brethren from 28 congr egations and 9 
s tates were present for the Wor kshop. 
Two lectures were in the old histo1i c log 
church building. Others were in North 

Lexington's building. The Workshop in
cluded a tour of h istoric p laces, involving 
Restoration history. 

P la ns for 1982 for the t hird a nnual 
Workshop have been made, and it is to be 
a 3 or 4-day ser ies, ending on Sunday, 
A ugust 1. T hose f urther interested, write 
t he elders, North Lexington church of 
Christ, M9 Parkside Drive, Lexington, 
Ky. 40505. 

E ugene Winter, CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
709 Leonard, Oceanside, Calli. 92054: We 
a1·e the nearest cor,gregation to the Camp 
Pendleton Mar ine Base. Please mail or 
phone us add resses of Christians stationed 
here, or ot hers whom you would like us 
to contact (phone 714-722-1668) . Eugene 
Winter began working with us on a par t
time basis April 1. We've had 20 baptisms 
eluting the past 5 months and about as 
many restorations. 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

Effective October 1, 1981, the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
for Savings and Loan Institutions as o f March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Dale Minimum Interes t 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
12112% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in For t Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF SSOO. 

Th1s advertosement IS ne1ther an offer to sell nor a soloc1tatlon to buy any or these bonds 
The oHerong IS made only by the Prospectus 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 

..... ~mmum 
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Stop Nine Church of Chris t 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An intornship p rogram lor school ol 
p reaching a nd collego g raduates. De
signod to givo the practical experience 
needed lor the ministry. Ninety pe rcent 
of your limo will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT- Diroc!or 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 11 6 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

COME WITH US 
To 

CH INA 
July 5, 1982 

Send fo r Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDI NG GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Te nn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SIDNE 

Our chi ldren are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, leach them God, Love 
and Responsibi li ty. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retire ment, and children 
furn ished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Beni to, Tx 78586 
Phone : 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuo/IS enrollm ent wit b 

t wo fJians to choose from 
GROUP LI FE AVA ILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RET IHEME T PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE IN SURAN CE 

1/ea/tb Rates guaranteed until 
May of/ 982 witb no increase 

from/as/ year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only off ered to workers among 
Cburcbcs of Chris/ Foreign JIV orkers 
and students in t raining for full time 

work co tiered at same rate as 
resident Ame1·icans 

Coverage good anywhere 

FI RM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 13, 1981 



AtOCC 

EDWIN NEWMAN, NBC newsman, shares 
experiences as a national broadcast journalis t 

with students. 

Oklahoma Christian College believes that a quality 
education is more than textbooks, test tubes and 
lectures. It 's a variety of innovative ideas including 
the sharing of knowledge, wisdom and expertise of 
vital people f illing v! tal roles. Students can interact 
with Bible scholars, corporate executives, statesmen, 
and leaders in the fields of art , science and communi
cations. These creative experiences help the spirit of 
achievement grow stronger at Oklahoma Chri stian 
College. 

OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA 73111 

Featured personalities 
1. EUGENE FODOR 

Violin Virtuoso 

2. DOUGLAS EDWARDS 
CBS News Commentator 

3. JOHN BANISTER 
Minister 

4. GEORGE BENSON 
Chrlslian Educator 

5. GEORGE GALLUP 
National Pollster 

6. ROBERT MERRILL 
Celebrated Bari tone 

7. HELEN YOUNG 
Christian Lecturer 

8. G.P. HOLT 
Minister 

9. WALTER JUDD 
Former Congressman hom Mmnesot~ 

10. W.F. MARTIN 
Chairman, Phillips Petroleum 

11 . IRANORTH 
Min ister 

12. HOWARD KAUFFMANN 
President, Exxon Corporation 

13. MELVIN LAIRD 
Former Secretary o f Dolense 

14. RAY HARM 
Wildli fe Artist 

• 



NORTHEASTERN LECTURESHIP 
SET FOR NOVEMBER 

"How to Build Up the Church" is the 
themr. of the 25th Annual Bible Lecture
ship November 3-6 on the campus of 
Northeastern Christian Junior College in 
Villanova, Pa. Dr. Bill Bowen, Chairman 
of the NCJC Bible Department and co
ordinator of the event promises "a spir
itual feast of ideas and encouragement." 

The keynote address on Tuesday eve
ning will be given by David Tarbet, min
ister of the Church of Christ in Danbury, 
Conn., on the subject, "The Church Builds 
Up the Individual." 

NEW WORK BEGUN IN 
FLORENCE, COLORADO 

The first meeting of the Church of 
Christ in Florence, Colorado was held 
May lOth, 1981. The establishment of a 
congregation in Florence grew out of a 
dream of the Canon City Church. ~o b,~gin 
th!~C worK ~. Gospel ' Meetirig was sChed
uled for May 10-15. There was an average 
attendance of 64 per night with an at
attendance high of 90 on Thursday night. 

Gary Coy has been selected to serve as 
the local minister for the church in 
Florence. 

Stanley D. Crewtz, P.O. Box 48, States
ville, NC, 28677-0243: I am scheduled to 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

preach in a gospel meeting with the church 
at Earlsboro, Oklahoma, September 20-24. 
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For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

For Less Than . o 1 vear--$1o.oo 

$ 
· · D 2 Years-$19.00 

1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City I State/Zip 

Signature 
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COMMUNION BREAD 

. We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sman carton and three of these cartoM to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787G7 

ernplqyees 
o.,: 

cboRcbes OJ= CbRfst 
fnsaRance gRCXJp 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits for Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT • • • • • • $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL 80% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care 

• OUT-PATIENT .. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • • • • • • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 
• MATERNITY • • • • Covered as any other 

illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED .. • • • • .. • • • • • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE • • . • • • • • In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE .. • • • • .. .. .. • . $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE <Monthly) ...... $104.52 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly . . . . . . . $44.38 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One Time Only) . .. .. . . . . .. . $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Ser11ing the Neetl of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad••erU~in1r in thb a•cllon $1.50 per line. Designed especi&lly to ac<ommodate congre~rations 

11dverwln~r meelinll' plaeu, prenchera seekin.r work or eon.rregationa aeeking preadoen. Also other 
ncceptablc matler. 

DE AR VALL EY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCH OOL OF DIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Prenchin~r-Peraonnl Evnngclism-lllissions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Wom~n 

"npproved !o r Veteran's trnining" 
Leonnrd 1\I. Gmy-Director 

I (308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr, Denver, Co 80227 
FOR T JIOOD - K I LLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Churclt or Christ 1&05 S. T r i m 
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, ltilnlster . P h o n e 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6: 00 
P.llf .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

D lllN VIllR , C OI,OR.A.DO 802.28 
I, AK.IJ:'WOOD ORUROii OF OITRIST 

455 So. Youngfi c ld C t. 
T e l e. : 988-102 4 

Sec Yellow Pages For Ser vice Times 
TranslnUon ror Denr. Tco·ry Cnrl\vri~ht , minister 
ARLI NGT ON. VA., 20 N. lrvlnsr S t., cor ner o! 
Irving & Arlington Dlvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's cnpitnl & higtoric N. Vn. Lord's Dny 
Worship 10:30 A.l\1., G:OO P.M.; Diblo Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun .. 7:30 J>.M. Wed. For trnnavortalion
dircction• ph. 628-0636. Won hip with u•·-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Fcnn. 
CUATU~,I. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW J ERSEY , 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 20 1-635-681 0 o r 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASJC.A - ANCH ORA G E ORURC H OF 
CHRJS'l', 2700 D o Barr Rd. W ill contact 
relatives or Crionda in Alnakn. Pnt McMnhan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorngc, Aluka 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCUOOL OF I"REAC HlNG 
11300 DubUn Roa d 

Ple n•nnton. Cft llfo rnla 0 4S66 
James W. Ferguson, S r .. D irector 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clar ence May, 
Churoh of Christ, 4647 H nunnln Rd .• Knpna, Hnwaii 
96746. 
NORTIIW EST CII UUCH OF CJIIUST. 16665 15th 
A\'cnuc N.E .. Scuttle, Wash. 08156. IC you know 
&omeono moving to the Greater Scnttle nrea drop 
us n line. or call (206) 3G4-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFOR N I A 
CENTRAL CH URCH OF CHRIST 

12th nnd H oover Streeta 
Sundcy worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewio Frl~by, 7 14-622-2586 ; 

Pnul H arper, 473-8228. 
--------,~~~~ET~R~O~-DENVER A R E A 

E nglewOIXI Church of Christ. 
4600 S. Logan 303-780-47•19 

Mnc Onrtec. Evnngellat 
BREWE R, lttAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday cl~oo. 10: 16: Worship, 11:00. P hone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. W ri te about 
newcomcn to the GREAT ER BANGOR AREA. 
E VAN SVILLE, I N D .. 2!!05 E. ltl or~:no A:ve.. 
u.s. 460 E n llt O ppo111te 1<-ainrt. Offlee 4 '7'7-
:0:!11 . n ohby Wndc , llllo. 4'T6-40S6. 
Gospel Prcnchcr Needed to work with a rnnll Congre
gation in Northenst Te.~ns. Home rurnlshcd with 
limited Snlnry. Contact: Church of Christ, P .O. 
Dox 368. Celeste, TX 75423. (21 4) 668-46•12. 
"GOS JJel M inistcr needed for Chur·ch or Christ in San 
Benito, Texnft, Plense cnll 612-309-1732 or send 
resume to Luther Archlbnld, GOO N. Dowling, San 
Benito. Tcxns 78686." 
I'TT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 nnd G:OO P .M. Wed. 7 :00 
P.l\1. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 795-2311. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Chihlr~n·a Home io currently hirin~r child 
rare start. (Christian coup!.,.) Good pny and bene
rita. If lnt.crest.cd. ronlart Steve Denrmnn. Execu
tive Director. nt P.O. Box 597, Vncnville, CA 95688. 
or rnll 707/44R-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS DOOKS BOUGHT. Wnyne Stephens, 
P.O. Dox 286. Shnwn<'e, Oklnhomn 74801. 
The CH URCH OF CH RIST in Groom. Tex. is in 
need o( n sound P<encher 38 to 55 yenrs of age. 
For con~regnlion or 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and nil util it iet~ furni shed. Salary 
open. Writ.c or cnll rollert to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO r.94, CROOM. TEXAS. 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 

Wil EN YOU V ISIT T HE 82 W ORt.DS FAIR! 
Stay In n Christinn home. Rcnsonnble rates. For 
more inrormntion cnll 216-96G-!lG22 or write &bert 
F. Grnhnm nt 312 Bellrield Rd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"SURPLUS JEEPS. CARS. TRUCKS. Cnr inven
too·y vnlue S2.14 3.00 sold for $100. For information 
on l>lll'<'hn•lnl< • imllnr hr11·gnlns cnll 602/941 -80 1•1. 
Ext. 6G6. Phone cnll rcrun dnblc." 

"BIOLE College Training through home otudy A c
crc<!ited. Southwest Dible Institute, 3200 San· An
tonro, Snn Angelo, Tc.~ns." 
VU~IA, A RIZ ., 051 ,V, :!Sih S t. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p . m. Ph. 3H- 3750 
LET US S HARE OUR TAPE LIBRARY WITH 
YOU. Sermons and lessons by Jimmy Jividen and 
'!_thers on cnnctte tapes. NnLionnl Lonn Program. 
!:iend stamped sel C-ndtlresi!C<I long envelo1>e ror lis t 
nnd plnn. Tape Librnry, Hillcrest Church of Christ 
617 Bncon. Abilene. TexnK 70601. ' 
~ic';'YU!'e , Miss. congregation, locnLed nenr the Mis
sr~SIPil l Gulr Const. SC<!k inl{ long-term, Cu ll time 
mrnisLcr. OHer inl( individuul izcd snlnry nnd benefit 
(lnck:rge. Membership over 100 In growing com
munrty or over 12,000 people. Ir in terested send 
comprehensive resume oo· cnll nren code 601-798-8181 
o~ 6.01-708-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
9 Nc rll. 108 Scnlcrcst Dr .. Picnyune , Miss. 30466. 
We're on the move I Now Avern11'i ng 185 By De
ce!"!'cr ' 81 226, by December '82 285. ~urrently, 
mmostcr stnCC of three. Need rull lime Pcrsonnl 
worker to (A) expnnd (>resent group nnd (B) dc
v,o:lop a nenrby arcn to start new congre~ntions. 
l•relds nrc ripe. Tremendous growllo omX>rtunities. 
F\all anlnry nnd moving CXtlCntlca ready now, wnit
in~r o n the ri~ht mnn. Long term commitments. JC 
intcrest.cd. enll nights (612) 42•1-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Drooklyn Center Congrcgntion, n suburb 
of 1\linncaJ>Olis. Minnesotn. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS. TEXAS 78355. 
" lnCormntion on Al:111knn nnd Oveneno Employ. 
ment. Great income. Cnll 602/011-8014. Depnrtment 
666. Phone Call rerundnblc." 
W F. R EDIND CH E RISHED DIOLEs-write ror t ree 
lca~her samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abolene. Texns 79604. 

CHURCH OF CHR IST IN H OLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sundny: Clnases lOAM Worshlt1 II AM 6 P M 
Ministers : Robert Dlair ancl Dnlc Lingo 

Tel. (213) 463-6362 
Needed Youth Directar/Songlencler. Conl:oct C Q 
ZnndngrifC, 500 Wedgcwood. Devine, TX 7SOI6: 
(512) 663-2892 lEider). Church or Christ. Devine. 
JIIANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S ROME is 
ncceJ>ting applications tor hou•eonrents nnd relieC
houseparent.!r. 'Ve cnn orrer you n oalnry, livin~r c.~
penscs. medicnl insurnnce, r etirement insurance 
vncntion and days orr. Fo r addltionnl inrormalio~ 
nnd applicatio n rorms contnct Joe H . Booth, Sr .. 
Drnwer D. Gnllu p, N M 87301 or cnll 1-505-863-5530. 

WHITE'S F E RRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF DIBLTCAL ST UDIES 
EXT ENSION PROGRAJ\f 

Tndepth Bible Studie,._niblc Relnted Subjects. 
Writ~ For FRF.E Information. 

P.O. Box 2266, West Monroe. LA .. 71291-0043 
RETIRE In beautiful. henlthy Scdnnn. nnd serve the 
Lord in n growin~r church. lnCormntlon pack avnil
abl_e: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 3083. Sedona. 
A rrz. 86340. 
\V n ,.lrln t>:"tnn . D .C. a r ea 20 min u t e s from 
n u r nn lion' s cap i t a l. Ch urc h of Chris t . 111 
F:n~<t B r nd d ock R d .. A l e x n.ndrln , VIrg inia 
22301 . pho n e ( 703) 8 36-30 83 o r 971-4147, 
Marl< N . Hicks. Eva n gelis t . 
Let us nrint the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Chur ch where you worship. SPCedY service. 
rensonnblc price. Send Cor lnCormntion nnd Cree 
anmplc rli rectary. Snangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P.O. !\ox 1710. Auburn. CA 95603 or 
cnll 19161 886-677~. 

" CHRISTIAN MSW SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED 
to work with the Mndlson Children's bomP, llf<~dison 
Church or Christ. Snlnry negolinhle. Call Nick 
Boone nl GI5/~6R~t696 or 86R-3360 Cor inrormntion." 
Torrinltlon. CT. Church or Chrl•t •eekin« prenchcr. 
Small congregation dcsir~• miniRL<-r w ith abilitv to 
meet chnlhmt:c of mnkin5r churrh ~row. Send 
resumes to Maurice Smith . Su~rnr H ill Rd .. Fnlle 
Village, CT. 06031. 
EX P ERI ENCED C.OSP EL !'REACH E R DESIREE 
CH ANGE: CAI.L (916) 9G7-r.485. 
Amerirnn ChriRtinn School or Religion oHer R exten · 
" ion stufli~R. t'CI( .. s;:uitled Hlutl ieK. \tidco l~"snnK, nnd 1 
Darhclor.i und MnstcrK d('grcc progrnm in Bible nn< 
Oihl~ C"oun•eling. EMn your rl egr~· or rurther yOUI 
education thou~h <1U11liLy , ethical. crrective methods 
Write ror detnils. 3201 N. 7th Street. West Monroe 
Louisinnn 71291. 
1974 Sunerior 'l'rnvel Vnn. 13 CII I>Lnin chairs, S 
table•. Dod~e chns is . Am/ Fm A Trnck, AC. 23.000 
miles. Good Condition. $6000. <'nil (~06) 352-5647. 
SUN CITY, OALIFORNIA-Vnlle y Church of 
Christ. Come vis i t u s. P h o n e 714-679-1010. 

MISSION FIELD. New work in lhc north-east 
neccl• $UI>(l0rl. Write to Genesee church oC Christ
Box I i3, Genesee. Pa. I G923. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE' IMM ED IATELY. Gradu
ate of Sun•ct School of Prcachin~r. Se\'en years Cull
lime Jlrcnching. 39 ye.nrs of llJ;:l'. mnrricd with six 
children. Additional background in radio brond
cnstin~r nnd sales. Would consider \\Ork in this are.'l. 
Cnll 815/ 236-3854 J oe Mitchell. " 

A congrcgntion or the Church or Christ, located in 
Southwest.crn Michigan. is in inun<'<linte need or n 
fu ll-time m inister to serve this eclf-supportini: con
gre~ntlon nnd n communit)' or antoroximatcl)· 10.000 
soul•. If inLerest.cd, piC!nsC !'end reply to Lhe follow
ing address : Church or Chri• t. 9 11 J ames St .. 
Plainwell, l\t ichi~~::"...;4:.:9:.::0::::8~0:..· ---------
FOR SA LE: A.B. Dick model 32·1 orrsct press $500. 
lllighL trade.> !or folding muchine or other cquipment. 
Church or Ch rist. Box 496 Nc" cnstle, 01\. 73065 
(405) 387-4993. 

Ambitious. cvn.nl:elistic minister. laking an enrly 
rctit·cmonl f1·om scculnr job. wishes to licrvc n con
g roJ.Cution . 24 ycnrs cxpcriC'ncc. Contact Mel Jackson. 
12G I Snnrord St.. Vcl'llrilion, Ohio •14089. Phone 
1-21 G-967: .• ·.::6:..71:..:7:..:.·-:-----------------------
WANTEO PREACHEI~ FOR RANOERVILLE 
CIIUI~CH OF CHRIST LOCATED G MILES WEST 
OF HARLINGEN. TX ON RANGERVILLE RD. 
1471. Contnct: ll. F. MORROW. HT. 4, Box 57. SAN 
BEN ITO. 'rX 78586, PHONE (612) 423-0962 OR 
LEO SM ITH. (&12) 423-819•1 nrt.cr G t>.m. 

INVESTIGATE ! The F irm Fouodntlon 
trle. to a ere10n ndTertJalo~:, nnd " •Ill not 
knowi ngly t nke que• llo n n bl e nd,·ertJiolog. 
nut It 111 the r e nder's r e apon•lblllty to tn
veatlgnte . Like nny othe r p DJ>e r, w e aome
t lnaea un•Yittlngly run on uo"•orthy nd. 
A.c& t h e o ld l!DYing goe•, b e fore :roo love•t. 
tove .. ttgnte l 

George H. Stephenson, 420 West Ervin, 
Tyler, Texas 75702: It has been my privi
lege to serve as the pulpit minister for the 
West Erwin church in Tyler .{or over thir
teen years. T hese have been good years 
and we are leaving wilh a wonderful 
spirit among t he members of the congre
gation. Perry Hall of Denton will become 
the pulpit minister here on October 1. 
Two other preachers, Wes Price and Hil
lard Hughes, will continue their work with 
the congregation. 

We are planning to make our home in 
Coll insville, Texas. I will be available for 
preaching appointments or gospel meet
ings. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 
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...... Crisis Need ...... 
Q. Will one·thlrd of the world's people in 

countries like China and the USSR be 
brought within broadcast range of 
the gospel? 

A. They may not - unless the Alaskan radio 
station of World Christian Broadcasting goes 
on the air before the World Administrative 
Radio Conference (WARC) m eets in January 
J 984! At that conference, emerging nations 
will seek to limit or halt new international 
stations in countries like the U.S. 

• World Christian Broadcasting owns a 7 l ·acre 
site at Anchor Point, Alaska ( 125 air miles 
southwest of Anchorage). 

• On that site an international short wave radio 
station can be built over which churches of 

Christ can preach the gospel to millions of 
people in Asia and in Eastern Europe. 

• The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) can issue a permit to build this station 
about six months after a complex application 
is f iled and proof is given of ability to pay for 
construction and three month 's operation, 
requiring $1.7 million. 

• Technical aspects of the FCC application are 
ready. Committed Christians have provided 
$300,000 in capital gifts and pledges, with 
other gifts and secured pledges expected. 

• If the FCC issues the permit by the summer of 
1982, allowing one year for construction, we 
can be on the air broadcasting the gospel by 
the fa ll of 1983. 

But an FCC official told us recently ... 
" Unless you are on the air when we go to WARC in 1984, it may be impossible to pro· 

ceed with your project in Alaska after the Conference." 

... Our time to act is limited! 
On at least one occasion our brethren have 
voluntarily taken special contributions and sent 
over a million dollars to help meet crises due to 
noods, fire, tornados, or earthquakes. Th is 
present crisis is world·wide, and has eterna l 
implications. 

These Christian leaders have evaluated 
World Christian Broadcasting: 
Walter Adams Jimmy Lovell 
Jimmy Allen Jim Bi ll Mcln teer 
Batsell Barrett Baxter Prentice Meador. Jr. 
Ken Dye Ira North 
Clois Fowler Norman Rhodes 
Clifton Ganus 
Art Haddox 
Reuel Lemmons 

John C. Stevens 
Willi am J. Teague 
Virgil Trout 

They have encouraged us to tell all our brethren 
about this crisis need and encourage church 
leaders to give ind ividual m embers an opportu
nity to make a special contribution for world 
evangel ism by help ing World Christian Broad
casting meet th is em ergency. We are not asking 
for fu nds from the church treasury. A special 
contribution \viii be helpfu l whenever it can be 
taken. but it will be especially useful if taken 
before the end of October. 

Send contributions to: World Christian Broadcasting 
Box 3857 / Abi lene, Texas 79604 

For additional information, write, or call (9 15) 698-0695. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 
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LEADERS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PERU gathered for five 
days recently to celebrate their 9th annual lectureshi p. This year's meeting 
took place in the high Andes at H uancayo, Peru at an altitude of over 
11 ,000 feet. Pictured together are members of tho Lima Mission Team and 
Peruvian church workers. Peru need s more missionaries! At loast t hree 
strong new mission toams are noeded to work in strategic cities in north, 
central, and south Poru. This is a groat country of over 17 million people, 
that represents an open-door to South America . For moro information 
about opportunit ies and needs in Peru write the Lima Mission Team, Apdo. 
1294, Lima I 00, Peru, S.A. 

Austin, Texas, October 20, 1981 
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Get l'hee Out of Ur 

We saw three slaves on the auction block. They were 
white men. They ,were well educated men with degrees 
in anthropology and missions. They had a burden on 
their hearts. They were offering their lives and the 
fortunes ~f their families in behalf of a people they had 
never met. And there they stood-on the speaker's ros
trunt, before the crowds that had gathered for 
"church." ---three slaves on the auction block: beg
ging some church somewhere to buy them for Jesus' 
sake, and to send them into the harvest field to labor. 

And we thought: How long will it be before the 
church will hear the voice of God, saying, "Get thee up 
out of Ur." The finger of God pointed and the voice of 
God commanded. And Abraham uprooted himself and 
his family, left kindred and homeland for an unknown 
world. He became the father of the faithful. Surely 
there is a lesson in it for us. 

There are all kinds of risks involved in preaching the 
gospel. There always have been. Some were martyred 
for it. The world is so full of all kinds of risks we be
come paranoid over security. A nation unwilling to risk 
a three mile island deserves to languish in darkness. A 
nation that refuses to build a mighty dam for fear of 
extinguishing snail darters will cease to move ahead in 
the world. A church afraid to risk is paralyzed and can
not perform. The fear of risk is killing the evangelistic 
spirit in the church. 

Quarreling over methods keeps us from pulling to- . 
gether to accomplish the work we are dedicated to do. 
In mission fields we find ourselves pitted against each 
other, and proselyting native preachers and members 
from each other's constituency. We should not forget 
that cantankerous Israel· wandered in the wilderness 
until there were numberless funerals. Then a young 
generation rose up and conquered the place. 

No congregation will ever impress its community so 
long as it looks upon evangelism and the great commis
sion as a command. The commission is a challenge to 
charge. I tis a battle cry. 

When we pray about the lost, and ask God to send 
them light, we ought to be careful. He might send us. 
And it doesn't matter how much we love the lost, there 
is someone who loves them more. He plunged down out 
of the purity of heaven to get his sandled feet dirty in 
the open sewer of human corruption. He became the 
scapegoat of our transgressions. It was by his stripes 
that we were healed. There is no more powerful force in 
all the world than to really know that God so loves you. 
It will drive you anywhere, under any conditions, at any 
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price, to share the good news with the lost. Maybe we 
don't really know God's love as we should. 

The faith that makes us go with the gospel isn't al
ways feeling religious. It isn't always feeling victorious. 
It isn't feeling anything. It .is following where God calls. 
It is doing what God asks. Someone says, "Anybody 
who doesn't drive a bus, doesn't love the Lord. Another 
says, "anyone who doesn't fast isn't a first rate Chris
tian." Still a third says, "Anyone who doesn't come to 
prayer-meeting isn't dedicated enough." Nuts! Cer
tainly these are great works, but they are not the whole 
ball of wax. Getting the message to the lost is the 
GREAT commission. A real preacher doesn't preach 
because he is a friend of the people. He doesn't preach 
because he likes the profession, He preaches because 
souls are lost, and for no other reason. Necessity is 
laid upon him. 

There was a driving urgency in the hearts of the 
people following Pentecost that sent them into the 
whole world with no message but the gospel. They 
preached · it in the highways and the hedges. They 
taught slaves to trust it and kings to fear it. The Holy 
Spirit was saying, "separate me Barnabas and Saul, 
for a work that I have for them to do." And the Barna
bases went by the tens and thousands. Like Abraham Qf 
old they "went out, not knowing whither" they were 
going. In a single generation, without our modern 
methods, the whole world heard the gospel. 

Perhaps this is one of the things about the New 
Testament church that we should try to restore. They 
were willing to uproot themselves and travel unbe
lievable distances in their times, and to subject them
selves· unflinchingly to ever kind of trial and torture 
that they might share the message that burned within 
them with those who had never heard it once. 

There were a thousand reasons why Abram should 
not have gone. There was only one reason why he 
should go. God said go. God still says go. He says it to 
each of us. Some may go across the street, and some 
across the sea, but all have the same command God 
gave to Abram. All are under the same obligation to 
obey. He was the father of the faithful because he 
answered the call and went out-not kno,ving whether 
he went. Let the church-and let Christians-get :·out 
of Ur! 
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The problem of morality that our 
present culture has thrust upon us is 
probably the biggest problem that religion 
has faced in this century. 

The origins of one's moral outlook begin 
in his philosophy-particularly as to what 
he considers as real and how he views 
valid knowledge as coming to him. Are 
things real? Is spirit real? Are ideas real? 
There are those in our culture who would 
answer No! to these questions, just as 
there are some who would answer Yes! 
If we deny that spirit is real, this choice 
will give us a totally different view of 
morality from the opposite view. One 
could not possibly be a Christian if he 
holds that there is no such thing as spirit 
(either human or divine). If matter is 
the only reality, then there is no reason 
for being good or worrying about how to 
determine goodness. 

Again, it is important to know the ave
nue(s) through which valid knowledge 
comes to us. What place has reason? In
tuition? Sense experience? Authority from 
someone outside ourselves Does revelation 
have a place? Is the Bible really a de
pendable and valid source of knowledge 
about God and his will? 

Human beings have a need for a public 
moral standard, objective and dependable. 
We need one that the great majority of 
our population will accept and yield to. 
This is our present problem. Whereas the 
Bible was once considered as dependable 
truth by the majority in our culture it is 
so no longer. We are without a public 
moral standard, and people are "doing 
what feels good." This is dangerous, be
cause "murdering an innocent person" 
might make somebody "feel good." A so
ciety cannot hold together without a pub
lic morality. 

Why Be Good? And What Is Goodness? 
The ancient Sophists in Plato's day (ca. 
300 B.C.) decided that there is no public 
truth, either in morals or anything else. 
Greek society was about to crumble when 
Plato (and later his pupil, Aristotle), stood 
up for public truth. These men had weak 
reasons, but their personal impact held 
the day and the Sophists's theory was 
rejected. Plato held that knowing the good 
was simply a matter of education, and 
when men came to know goodness he as
sumed they would automatically be glad 
to live in harmony with its demands. Aris
totle believed that learning what was the 
good, was simply a matter of trial and 
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error. It was the "golden mean" between 
the excesses of each extreme. The Epi
cureans held that the good was pleasure 
"now"; while the Stoics were determin
ists who believed that we should forget 
goodness since we couldn't change any
thing about it anyway. 

In more recent times the Utilitarians 
held that goodness is that which brings 
good to the greatest number (a demo
cratic view), in which an act might be 
bad for the one doing it but was good 
if it brought good to a large number of 
other people. In our century, Existential
ism and certain other philosophical fads 
have come back around to denying the 
existence of public truth. These sub
jectivists insist that truth for me has 
nothing to do with what is truth for 
you. There can be no public standard of 
morality, therefore, and our nation (and 
our world) has thus gone into moral de
cline. 

The NEW MORALITY (Situation 
Ethics, etc.) is the practical expression 
of these new philosophical attitudes. They 
hold that "love'' is the norm and that rea
son is love's instrument for evaluating a 
situation. This theory assumes infallible 
reasoning and logic. This probably is 
pretty hard to come by for a 15 year old 
girl in a parked car with the high school 
football captain who asks her to prove 
her love. Her "cold logic" at that time 
will probably be pretty well warped by 
her emotions. 

Situation Ethics holds that "any act 
can be good 'sometimes.'" The New Testa
ment revelation, on the other hand, speci
fies that murder, fornication, adultery, is 
always bad. It does allow, of course, for 
proper applications of whatever variables 
may apply-such as accidental killing; 
good intentions; and the like but there is 
an absolute demand for good conduct, and 
its principles, when lived out, will pro
duce a good society. 

Some objections to Situation Ethics are: 

• Man is a "self justifier" and thus over
estimates his own reason and goodness. 

• Men cannot forsee all the future reper
cussions. 

• Situation Ethics makes all absolutes to 
be relative. 

• It is too vague. It allows whims, fan
cies, and subjectivites. It invites 
libertinism. 

• It does not admit sin. 
• It repudiates all authority. 

The Bible blends law and love into a 
happy balance. Genuine agape love is the 
motivation while God's "law" gives guid
ance as to proper conduct. The Bible way 
is prmgmatic-it turns out to be the best 
after all. For instance, what we want most 
is a happy home, with a trusting, tran
scending love that has no fear-secure and 
comforting. We want children to have an 
environment where they are secure in the 
deep and meaningful love of their parents 
for each other. (Mate-swapping doesn't fit 
here). Only in the marriage-bed is there 
real freedom and the abandon of a true 
physical and spiritual union possible. (A 
dozen different sex-partners cannot pro
vide this.) 

What of pre-marital sex? This is one 
of our most prevalent problems. It is im
possible to predict the repercussions and 
consequences of this activity. They are 
often ugly, frustrating, disappointing and 
life-wrecking. The practice (for adoles
cents) under poor ciricumstances makes 
the risk of pregnancy great. Guilt feelings 
arise that cannot be shaken off. Personali
ties become damanged and changed so that 
we are no longer the same person in a 
real sense. Unchastity carries repression 
with it. There are some places where it 
cannot go, some people to whom it can
not speak, some companionships that it 
cannot share. 

Even for engaged couples, pre-marital 
sex is very naive. Many "engagements" 
break, and the "right person" for you at 
18 may not be that person when you be
come 21. Pure· physical sex alone will not 
bind two people together. Its gratification 
is limited and temporary and expires fast. 
It really means that the two of you have 
chosen a common irresponsibility and t.) 
"use" each other in a mutual exploitat:o::. 

WHY BE GOOD? Because God has re
vealed that this is the best way. Not only 
because it is what he wants and expects of 
his people, but because it is really what 
is the best for us anyway. 

GOODNESS cannot be determined by 
social convention, or by one's feelings, or 
by his private moral philosophy. Good and 
Bad are values, and philosophically they 
cannot be determined by science or by 
vote. They must come by faith, and the 
best faith is that which accepts God's 
revelation on the matter at hand and sub
mits willingly to it. 

Abilene Christian University 
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Oak or Mushroom? 
RAYMOND C. KELCV 

There is all about us a rush for the quick and easy way. Men 
have not learned the lesson of patience. There is a strong aver
sion to waiting for the worthwhile things of life. It has been said 
that it takes God two hundred years to make an oak tree but 
a mushroom can be made overnight. Let us remember this before 
we plunge into a mad and furious hurry in quest of reaching our 
goa]s. 

Students in School 
Those of us who teach in the college classroom have seen 

many students who are in a tremendously big hurry. They want 
an easy way through their studies. They avoid classes and 
teachers which have the reputation of being a bit more difficult 
than others. They enroll in a class, discover that a paper is re
quired, and then proceed to drop the class. They want an easy 
way, a quick sleight-of-hand education. They should face the 
question: "Do you wish to be an oak or a mushroom?" They 
should Jle made to realize that there is no shortcut to true educa
tion. This is true whether the field of study be Greek, Latin, 
Science, History, Art, Music, or English. 

Learning the Bible 
All of us who work with Christians find many people who are 

desirous of knowing the Word of God. But they are not patient 
enough that they take the time to reach and study for hours 
each week. They are not willing to build up a basic home library 
to assist them in their study. They will not read commentaries; 
they will not consult concordances and dictionaries; they will 
not become acquainted with maps of Bible lands. They will not 
read with regularity a good Christian paper. They enroll in one 
class after another; they ask many questions of many people; 
they attend various workshops and training classes. But they 
never do any writing. They do not keep careful notes of things 
they learn. They do not keep personal notebooks in order that 
they may read repeatedly and consult often that which they have 
heard. They listen to the discussion of a question in which they 
are interested and they listen with interest. But they do not 
write anything. When the same subject is brought up a year 
later they act as if it were the first time they had heard it dis
cussed. 

Many students of the Bible are, like the college students men
tioned above, looking for a shortcut, an easy way. They say they 
are looking for a Bible with a multitude of "helps." Surely, we 
cannot find fault with this. There are Bibles with reference 
columns, a concordance, and a small Bible dictionary. However, 
many are disappointed after they get such a Bible. It does not 
provide the instant knowledge for which they are seeking. There 
just is not any substitute for diligent study. And though a Bible 
with helps is not to be made light of, it is not possible to find 
a Bible that has a complete dictionary or concordance. These 
must be obtained in separate volumes. Why not build up a home 
library for Bible study? This will not necessitate the buying of 
a large number of books. Be willing to expend some time, effort, 
energy! Take time to do some writing! Keep your notes in a sys
tematic fashion! Do you want to be an oak or a mushroom? 

Winning Others to Christ 
To reach others with the saving gospel and convert them to 

Christ is the desire of many Christians. This is highly com
mendable. It is also highly commendable that many are willing 
to spend money in acquiring filmstrips, charts, and other types 
of soul-saving work kits. The proper use of these can be pro
ductive of good. But let's beware getting in too big a hurry. 
There are those who can be reached but they cannot be rushed! 
There are times when the hard soil has to be broken up, pul-
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verized, and cultivated. When we go fishing for men we must 
exercise patience. A good fisherman does not quit when he fails 
to bring in a big one immediately. He casts and casts and waits 
and watches. We must not become discouraged when our efforts 
fail to produce immediate results. 

In many cases the winning of another depends upon, first of 
all, the winning of his confidence. There are times when the 
winning of another depends upon the development of friendship. 
These are matters in which time is required. Numerous examples 
could be cited of a Christian winning someone with whom he 
had worked and for whom he had prayed over a period of years. 
Let us not give up so easily. The word of God is powerful and 
when that word i's planted in a heart tremendous results may 
happen. They will not always happen as quickly as we could wish. 
So, let us watch and wait. 

Christian Maturity 
It is natural for a healthy Christian to want to grow. He 

feels his immaturity. He sees others whose knowledge surpasses 
his own. He sees others who are towers of strength. However, 
it is often the case that a newborn babe becomes discouraged if 
he does not reach maturity in a short time. He is looking for 
something that does not happen. Christian maturity is not 
reached in a day. There must be a growth process. There must be 
years spent in study, in prayer, in meditation, in worship, in 
serving. If we try to get in too much of a hurry, frustration 
will beset us. We must patiently wait. Love that knows how to 
wait-this is what God is and what he wants us to be. 

Church Growth 
All Christians want to see the church grow and make progress. 

Here is something else which cannot be accomplished by the 
pushing of a button. As members of a local church, we want to 
be a part of a growing congregation. When the congregation 
fails to grow as rapidly as we wish, we may begin to look 
around to find someone upon whom to place the blame. At times 
this causes some to become dissatisfied with the preacher or 
the elders. At times we are tempted to look to other means be
sides the word of God and the way of God. Preachers would not 
be so easily discouraged if they would realize that their God
given job is to fill the pulpit, not the pew. But some of us are 
so desirous of seeing something big in a hurry that if the church 
of which we are members fails to grow as we wish we shuffle 
off to a church that is growing rapidly and change member
ship. Some people feel good if they are in the midst of a growing 
church even if the growth is by transfer of membership of people 
who are moving into the community. Often, if we only had 
patience, we would remain at a post where we are so badly 
needed even if we are not seeing so many "responses." 

Marriage 
Many marriages are failing. It is not at all unusual to see a 

marriage break up that is not even a year old. I do not profess 
to know all the causes. But after observing a number of specific 
cases and after counselling in a number of them, I am convinced 
that one of the main causes is that couples are in too much of a 
hurry to get married. They make their vows to a lifelong com
mitment before they are well acquainted with each other. Per
haps they married because their friends were marrying or for 
some other unimportant reason. They should have taken more 
time. This venture is of such tremendous importance that it de
serves thought, prayer, planning, and a purposed determination. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Summer Campaigns-

The Thrill of Victory and the Agony of Defeat 
RICK CANNING 

It's only natural for the church of Christ to oppose certain 
activities. Jesus opposed the Pharisees, Paul reasoned against the 
Gnostics, and the pioneer preachers of the restoration fought 
the creeds of denominations. As the battles against premillenial
ism and the dogmatism of the anti-Sunday school movement 
prove, this spirit of opposing wrong and upholding right still 
exists. It plays a vital part in our efforts to restore New Testa
ment Christianity, but this spirit, if followed blindly, can start 
brethren criticizing, rather than encouraging, some church pro
grams that are productive. Summer campaigns are such a pro
gram. For some brethren, campaigns call to mind lazy college 
students vacationing on church money. These brethren, how
ev~r, are uninformed about the patience, courage, and love re
quired by successful campaigns. But more significantly, these 
brethren are uninformed on this point: campaigns require and 
cultivate, dedication to teaching the lost. ' 

The campaign actually begins many months before the plane 
trip. First, the decision to join a campaign group may take many 
weeks. Parents must be convinced, money problems (campaigns 
take away several summer weeks, weeks during which most stu
dents earn money for the fall school term) must be considered 
and the individual must convince himself of his own ability: 
Next, the campaigner must ignore the universal taboo against 
accepting charity and ask for money. He may send out as many 
as fifty support letters, but he can expect only a ten percent re
turn. It's no wonder that this portion of the campaign takes the 
highest toll on would-be campaigners. Concurrent with the fund 
raising are weekly meetings in which language, table manners, 
dress customs, train schedules, Bible lessons, and itineraries are 
discussed. Surviving these first eight months, the average length 
of campaign preparation, is half the struggle. 

Then, of course, the actual trip itself arrives, and despite eight 
months of preparation, the campaigner steps off the plane won
dering why he has come. He finds himself in a country not only 
of people he doesn't know, but also of people who speak a dif
ferent language, who live differently, and who value different 
things. The climate is different, the public transportation is 
different, even his watch must be reset. The language phrases 
he memorized provie virtually useless. His repeated attempts to 
find the toilet or to ask for the time or for the directions to a 
restaurant are met with wide-eyed stares from people who 
never heard their language so abused. Morale ebbs like the tide 
at this point, but quitting is no longer an option. The campaigner 
finds himself stuck, as it seems, for the duration. Now the cam
paigner must weigh his own sweaty palms and dry mouth against 
his responsibility to the lost. He takes a deep breath, picks up 
his suitcase, trying to keep his upper lip stiff, and heads 
towards the train station. He realizes quickly, if he has not al
ready, that this is no vacation. 

The work of a campaign is both a proving and an improving 
ground. The actual work differs from city to city, but each cam
paigner must possess the same dedication to saving the lost. In 
fact, if the campaigner lasts through this stage, he will only do 
so by putting his wishes aside. When fear makes every park 
bench look like the campaigner's favorite chair back home, the 
desire to throw his tracts into a trashcan, hide for an hour and 

pretend to the others in the group to have worked diligently is 
almost irresistible. He must, instead, look to God for strength, 
something he may be unaccustomed to doing. Then he must 
stand again and trudge on, his pulse quickening as he approaches 
another group of students taking a smoke on lunch break. The 
conversation dies as he approaches, and they grin embarrassedly 
at one another as he stumbles through his speech. One in the 
group snorts and turns away, and the others accept the literature 
politely and walk away, cramming the leaflets into their pockets. 
This experience follows the campaigner everywhere he works, 
and he must learn to accept it. And he does. 

Perhaps dedication plays its biggest role in battling discour
agement. For a campaigner to set in an empty room where a 
Bible study was supposed to have taken place, while the minutes 
tick away and the empty chairs seem to condemn him for his 
ineffectiveness, requires more dedication than those who haven't 
been through a similar experience can imagine. Walking and 
passing out invitations, for perhaps the fourth solid hour that 
day, and seeing only two visitors at the evening meeting makes 
the campaigner again ask himself why he has come. Inevitably, 
he must realize that his job is to give people a chance to hear the 
gospel, not to convert throngs. Once that thought is planted in 
his mind, he sees that sowing the Seed was all he was ever 
called to do. 

Rather than being the norm on a campaign, the frivolous, 
vacation types usually don't survive the initial eight months of 
preparation. If they do, the campaign, by the nature of its work, 
hardships, heartbreaks and frustrations will change them into 
dedicated sowers of the Seed. Campaigns, then, are not vaca
tions; rather, they are serious attempts by young people to teach 
the Word. And though they require dedication from each cam
paigner, they also cultivate more, so that a campaign not only 
helps to teach the gospel to all the world but also brings back 
dedicated workers for the church here. 

Oklahoma Christian College 

OAK OR MUSHROOM? 

(Continued from page 4) 

The God Who Waits 
Our God is a God who does not rush. He is the God who waits. 

Skeptics in the early days said Christ was not coming. They said 
this because Christ did not come immediately. Peter explains 
that delays due to his goodness and not to slackness. He waits on 
man to repent (2 Peter 3:9). God can wait a thousand years as 
though they were a day (vs. 8). Here is the key to many mys
teries: the God who waits. 

Man is unlike God in so many ways. Man wants everything 
right now. We like the Polaroid camera-push the button, pull 
the picture. We want social utopias today. We want knowledge 
now, riches now, maturity now. We want to put in a coin, push 
a button, reheat the pre-cooked food. We need to slow down and 
be more like the God who wait's. 

Okla. Christian College 
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GORDON FERGUSON 

Churches of Christ are receiving adverse publicity in the mass 
media of our nation. Shocking! Recently, I listened to a couple 
of taped messages by a brother in California who is highly dis
turbed by this publicity. He was quite upset about the congre
gations who were the focal point of the controversy, and un
questionably viewed them as heretics. Although he dealt with a 
number of areas in which he believed them to be in error, it 
seemed to me that the unfavorable attention in the media was 
the catapult that launched him into orbit! Reproach has been 
brought upon the name of the church! 

Certainly no one of us wants to see negative publicity about 
God's people, but there is more involved than what we may 
want. My comments in this article relate directly to the pub
licity issue itself, and not to the controversial issues that 
spawned it. I am neither defending nor disapproving any move
ment among us in this particular article, but rather addressing 
the issue of adverse publicity. Frankly, I marvel that those who 
claim to know the Bible have jumped to the conclusion that 
highly negative remarks by newspapers, radio, and television 
prove that certain brethren have become heretical! If they have, 
the publicity surely cannot be taken as proof of it. Some other 
criterion will have to be used-for example, the Bible. 

Well, what about the church and the world's evaluation of us? 
In Acts 2:47, we find that our early brethren were "having 
favor with all ·the people." Favorable publicity. But for how 
long? By the time one reads up to Acts 7, he finds folks with 
blood pressures going off the top of the sphygmomanometer. 
They were screaming, gnashing their teeth, and throwing rocks 
at a Christian. Atiuerse publicity. Stephen must have been bring
ing reproach on the church! 

Paul and Barnabas were well received at Antioch of Pisidia 
(Acts 13 :14-43). Favorable publicity. For how long? In this in
stance, only one week (vs. 44ff). Then came adt,erse publicity. 
Paul seemed to have a penchant for creating this sort of nega
tive reaction. They became so angry at Lystra that they stoned 
him ,(cts 14:19), although earlier he had been received as a 
god! In Acts 16, he and Silas were thrown in jail. I wonder 
what the headlines in the Philippi Morning News reported about 
Christianity? The Athenians mocked him as babbler, according 
to Acts 17. He managed to get the gl'eat city of Ephesus in such 
a turmoil that a large multitude screamed their lungs out for 
two hours. Now how in the world could Paul hope to build a 
church in a city when such adverse publicity had occurred? 

The book of Acts has a good deal more to say on the subject 
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and the reader would do well to study it with this emphasis in 
mind. By the time Paul arrived in Rome, the Jewish leaders said 
that they knew little about Christianity, but they were sure of 
one thing-it was a sect everywhere spoken against (Acts 28: 
22)! Our brother Paul must have really been something, or all 
of the criticism directed toward him by those in and out of the 
church surely would not have occurred. Alter all, where theTe's 
smoke, there's fire! 

It is a matter of historical record that the world in which the 
early church grew was set against··ihem. The mass media of that 
day claimed that Christians were immoral (practicing holy 
kisses), cannibalistic (eating flesh and drinking blood-the 
Lord's supper), and atheistic (did not believe in the gods). How 
did that church grow with such adverse publicity? Surely their 
joy buses must have been nearly empty. 

At one time in America, we were the sect everywhere spoken 
against. Now, however, we have finally achieved a degree of 
respectability. Thus we are shocked by adverse publicity, and 
assume that it proves we are departing from the Bible. Have we 
so soon forgotten what Jesus taught on the issue? "If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more them 
of his household (Matt. 10:26) !" "And, ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name's sake (Mark 13:13).'' "If ye were of the 
world, the world would love its own: but because ye are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you (John 16:19).'' Yea, and all that would live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (II Tim. 3:12).'' 

Whether some of our brethren are using unscriptural methods, 
or scriptural methods in an unscriptural manner is a different 
issue than the publicity issue. Adverse publicity may be directed 
at evil works or good works, as the Bible amptly demonstrates. 
Biblical Christianity will stir up Satan and his ministP.rs, if 
Christ's teaching on the subject is trustworthy. Unbiblical works 
will often stir up controversy also. The presence of controversy 
itself proves nothing. The traditions held sacred by many of us 
likewise proves nothing. The Bible is the only guide to whether 
or not a work is good or evil. 

In conclusion, we do confidently affirm that a lack of adverse 
publicity demonstrates all too well that we are doing little to 
disturb Satan. If we were wreaking the kind of havoc against his 
kingdom that the early church did, we could not stay away from 
adverse publicity any more than they. Let us not come unglued 
when the world doesn't like us-it never has. 

1601 S.110th St., Tacoma, Wash. 98444 
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Warl Which Enemy? What Weapons and Strategy? (1) 
JOHN A. COPELAND 

War! There is little doubt that our society has been invaded 
by Satan, fashioned as an angel of light, and his army. While 
we have slept the enemy has made broad inroads into every 
aspect of our lives. Only a passing glance will reveal the moral 
decay that besets our society-our homes, schools, government, 
businesses-everything. 

We blame television for this decay because it is the most visible 
intrusion into the very privacy of our homes. Television must 
share the blame; but what we see on television today is merely 
the symptoms of a disease that, like cancer, is spreading through
out our society and into every avenue of human expression. 
Listen to radio, Read titles and reviews of books and movies. 
Look at the trend in modern art. Listen to the words of current 
popular songs (if you can hear them over the loud music). 
Watch the movements of disco dances as they progress from 
the suggestive to the obscene. Read newspapers and periodicals. 
Add to this: drugs, alcohol, crime and violence. The list of human 
expressions and activities that exhibit the moral decadence of 
our society is almost endless. 

A small minority has been aroused and is trying to fight back. 
We have written letters to editors, to congressmen and senators, 
to executives of the media, advertising agencies and manu
facturers. Now we are boycotting various products whose manu
facturers sponsor the immorality we see and hear. But the ques
tion is: What can a moral "minority" do? What influence can 
two million people have when a hundred times that many, who 
do not know the teachings of God, apathetically accept what is 
"dished" out for them? A small voice crying in the darkness is 
not likely to scatter much of the gloom. 

It is time we gather in the "situation" room and reassess our 
cause, our strength and our strategy. It is time to ask such 
questions as: Who is our enemy and what effective weapons and 
strategy do we have? It is also time to go back to the Bible for 
answers to these questions. 

First century Christians faced an even worse situation than we 
do today. They lived in a highly immoral pagan world. Sexual 
immorality was rampant, not just because of unrestrained 
human nature, but because it was religiously practiced. The 
priestesses of the pagan temples were no more than religious 
prostitutes. Pagan religious rites usually ended in sexual orgies. 

The officials of the Roman government at all levels were cor
rupt. They were extortionists, full of intrigue and highly im
moral. Many of them were either homosexual or bisexual. It is 
no astonishment that Paul described the Romans in such scath
ing terms. 

Murder was commonplace. Thousands of "unwanted" children 
were killed by parents. Those who sought power and authority 
thought nothing of murdering their opponents, including their 
own family members. Slavery was widespread. Theft and rob
bery occurred frequently, often without punishment. Divorce, 
especially among the middle and upper class, was as prevalent as 
it i"s today. Polygamy was practiced by some. 

No, these conditions were not the result of television, radio, 
movies or inflamatory books, none of which existed in the first 
century. 

Which Enemy? We are at war today against immorality, dis
honesty, social injustice and all manner of evil, just a~ the 
church was in the first century. It should therefore be profttable 
to consider how they waged the battle and to pattern our strate
gy after theirs. 

Paul said "For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against' the principalities, against the powers, against the 
world-rulers of darkness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
heavenly places." From this we can conclude that the enemy is 
not ordinary human beings. Rather, they are people under the 
control of Satan and his hosts who are deceiving the nations. 
In other words, we are fighting persons in high places who do 
not know God's will and who, even if they did know it, would 
oppose it. 

Who are these principalities and powers? They are the 
"liberal-thinking'' writers who create the words and actions that 
we see and hear on our TV or Jll.Ovie screens, that we read in 
popular books, that we hear on radio or listen to on records and 
tapes. We read them in our newspapers and periodicals. We see 
and hear them at the discoteques. They are also liberal judges 
who misconstrue the intent of our elected lawmakers in favor 
of the lawbreakers. -

They are the slaves of Satan, doing his bidding in his efforts 
to destroy our society. They are not the executives of our media 
or corporations who are merely trying to give the majority what 
it wants. These executives are in business to make money; and 
because of the present condition of our society, they are un
wittingly acting as pawns of Satan. If, however, the majority of 
our society should come to realize its lost condition-its ensnare
ment by Satan-and recover itself, there would no longer be any 
need to fight to clean up TV or any of the other immoral aspects 
of society. The executives would do that themselves because they 
would realize that the demands of society had changed and they 
would, therefore, respond to the changed demands. 

What weapons and strategy? How did the apostles and early 
Christians overcome the highly immoral conditions of their day? 
Consider their weapons and their strategy. Paul said, "I am not 
ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth." He also said, "For if I preach the 
gospel I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; 
for woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel." Paul advised all 
Christians to "Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil." 

If we study closely what the apostles said and did, it be
comes clear that their principal theme was the "good news" of 
Christ's sacrifice that had brought God's saving grace to the 
human race· and their only immediate objective was to convert 
people to this theme and all th~t it me~~t to ma~ind. The~r 
strategy always consisted of d~rect pos1t1ve teachmg of this 
"good news" to the masses of lost peop~e. They did not ~aste 
time in attacking in negative confrontation any of the eVils of 
their day. Continued ?te~t week. 

309 Mardi Gras Drive, El Paso, TX 79912 
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The Church of Christ 
"Upon this rock I will build my church 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it'' (Matt. 16:18). 

Every student of the word of God rec
ognizes the above statement as a divine 
utterance of Jesus Christ. In it he intro
duces us to the most revolutionary concept 
in religion: the church. This concept had 
its origin in the mind of God. Around it 
is built the entire religion of Christ. In it 
is fulfilled the eternal purpose of heaven. 
This promise of Jesus to build his church 
changed the face of religion and the 
destiny of mankind. A study of the scrip
tures reveals several poignant truths 
about the church of Christ. 

1. It was founded upon Christ. The 
New Testament church was built upon a 
holy foundation consisting of the apostles, 
the prophets, as well as Jesus Christ. 
(Eph. 2:20). Paul declared further, "For 
other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 
3:11). When Jesus promised to build the 
church, he indicated that his church would 
be established upon the fact that he was 
the Son of God. He stated, "Upon this rock 
(Peter's confession that Jesus was the 
Christ) I will build my church." The New 
Testament church, therefore, was founded 
upon Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2. It began in Jerusalem in the first 
century. Shortly before his ascension into 
heaven Jesus said to his apostles, "Thus it 
is written and thus it behoves Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead the third 
day: that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And 
ye are witnesses of these things. And, 
behold I send the promise of my Father 
upon you, but tarry ye in the city of J eru
salem, until you be endued with power 
from on high" (Luke 24:46-49). Jesus was 
telling them that the preaching of God"s 
saving gospel would soon start in J eru
salem. Not many days later, that prophecy 
was fulfilled when Peter proclaimed Jesus 

The Ten Lost Tribes? 
An idea often expressed when studying 

the Old Testament is that of the so-called 
"ten lost tribes." According to this view, 
the ten northern tribes who comprised 
the nation of Israel who were carried 
away captive by the Assyrians in 721 
B. C. never returned to their homeland. 
Only those from the southern kingdom of 
Judah are said to have returned with 
Zerubbabel in 536 B. C. to begin rebuild
ing Jerusalem and the temple. 

Among members of the churches of 
Christ, it seems generally to be assumed 
that these tribes gradually intermarried 
with neighboring peoples and lost their 
racial distinction, or if not, that they re
mained perpetual exiles, becoming the 
"diaspora," or scattered Jews who lived 
outside Palestine. No doubt this did occur 
in some cases. Our Mormon friends, how
ever, teach that some of these people mi
grated to North America, became ances
tors of the American Indians, and 
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NICK YOUNG 

to be both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). 
Upon hearing this, 3,000 precious souls 
were baptized for the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:38, 41, 47). Thus nearly 2,000 
years ago in the old city of Jerusalem the 
church of Christ was ushered into a glori
ous existence. 

3. It is the only one of its kind. The 
church of Christ is unique. No other in
stitution on earth is exactly like the 
church built by Jesus. Moreover, it has 
been this way from the beginning and 
shall continue to be so until the end of 
time. God reveals this truth in the Bible 
by comparing the church to the body of 
Christ. For example, the Lord declares 
that there is only one true body of Christ 
(Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Eph. 
4:4). He, then, points out that this body 
is the church (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23). 
Thus, if there is only one body, and if that 
one body is the church, then there, also, 
must be only one church. Simple logic like 
this is hard to misunderstand. In fact, the 
prophet believed it to be so simple that 
he taught even fools would not err therein 
(Isaiah 35:8). 

4. It is composed of all saved people. 
Those who would seek membership in the 
New Testament church will discover that 
the requirements for church membership 
are the same as for salvation. On Pente
cost, Peter told his listeners to, "Repent 
and be baptized everyone of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost (Acts 2 :38). Those who obeyed 
this apostolic command received not only 
the forgiveness of their sins, but were 
added to the church of Christ as well 
(Acts 2:41, 47). It is the same today. 
When a person obeys Jesus and obtains 
salvation from past sins, he automatically 
is added by the Lord to the church. He 
does not need to "join" the church be
cause he already is in the church. Thus, 
the New Testament church is composed 
of all saved people. 

JIM MULLICAN 

preserved the contents of the Book of 
Mormon, which was later miraculously re
vealed to Joseph Smith. Thus it is im
portant to know what the Bible actually 
reveals on the matter. 

The Old Testament indicates that peo
ple from all twelve tribes were allowed 
to return with Zerubbabel and later lead
ers such as Ezra and Nehemiah. First, 
when Babylon overthrew Assyria, it occu
pied the same general territory, and when 
the Babylonians a short time later de
ported the southern kingdom, these were 
carried to the same general region where 
their northern brethren had been taken 
135 years earlier. Thus the decree of 
Cyrus allowing all Jews who wished tore
turn to their homeland to do so would have 
applied to all twelve tribes. 

Second, the explicit statements of the 
prophets concerning the restoration of all 
twelve tribes must be considered. Isaiah 

(Continued on page 11) 

The important question for you to con
sider is this: Are you in the New Testa
ment church? If your answer is anything 
other than "Yes," then why not become a 
member of this divine institution today. 
Jesus says, "Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden and I will give 
you rest." Are you tired of bearing the 
burden and the guilt of your sins? If so, 
then come to Jesus this day and allow him 
to be your Savior. Oh, life is so short; 
death is so sudden; eternity is so certain. 
Surely you will not delay your decision to 
obey Jesus now. 

Have You Been Assaulted 
Lately? JoHN J. wRIGHT 

Have you ever grimaced in front of the 
TV or theater screen because you felt that 
you had just been assaulted for being a 
Christian? It may have been the cutting 
remark of the talk-show host as he be
littled religion. Or perhaps it was the 
clever satire of a comic as he graphically 
"poked fun" at church people. Maybe it 
was just that the whole script of the movie 
was written in such a way as to subtly 
portray religion as "old-fashioned," "fool
ish," or "irrelevant to life where it is 
lived." Whatever form a "put-down" 
takes, direct or indirect, it hurts much the · 
same. 

Now our response to such religious hu
miliation can take one of several forms. 
We can write nasty letters to the networks 
and their sponsors venting our spleen in 
demand that this kind of programming be 
stopped! We can turn off the TV and so 
refuse to be assaulted by this kind of 
mockery. In essence, we close our ears to 
their chants. Or we can learn from this 
cleverly packaged criticism. 

Often our best friends are those who 
most readily point out our flaws. Perhaps 
the main reason we flinch so from the as
saults is because they strike "too close 
for comfort." There may be more truth 
to the satire than we want to admit. 

Is it possible that what these antagonis
tic critics are viciously telling us is 
exactly what we need to hear? It is easy 
for us to become so entangled in our web 
of religiousity that we do lose sight of the 
real world. Though God's relevation of 
himself will never become outdated, our 
message to the world very well may. Our 
vision becomes introverted and we cease 
to see the world the way it really is ... 
only the way we think it to be. Our 
methods of communication become old
fashioned and even our vocabulary be
comes archaic. The man on the street has 
ceased to listen because he hasn't heard 
anything from us recently that has spoken 
to his need where he lives. 

The next time you feel yourself flinch 
at a sarcastic remark or a cutting joke 
directed at your religion ..• don't strike 
back! Instead, turn the other cheek and 
consider carefully the possibility that 
there is a valuable message inadvertently 
enclosed. Perhaps it's the best sermon 
you've heard all week! 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 
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Tips for Teachers LEONARD MULLENS 

Doug Kostowski is the preacher for the Central congregation 
in Miami, Florida, and he writes this time about reaching the 
large cities for the Lord Jesus. 

Truly the gr.eat centers of America need the gospel desper
ately, and this article should stir hearts to move into these 
teeming areas with the truth. 

Our thanks to Bro. Kostowski for his contribution.-Leonard 
Mullens, P .0. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

REACHING THE CITIES FOR CHRIST 

A Call to the City DOUG KOSTOWSKI 

This may be your "Macedonian Call!" 
The world has not been the same since that night Paul dreamed 

of the man who kept saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help 
us." The response of Paul was to obey the call, and so the Good 
News came to Europe-"We sought to go ... concluding that 
God had called us to preach the Gospel to them" (Acts 16 :6-10). 

If you are moved by tremendous needs ..• 
If you are seeking a direction, please be open to "A Call to 

the City." 

///Dense Pop~ala
tloa Strip 
Cltlea 

+++Chucc:h of Christ 
Strona Area• 

'fhe map's message is unmistakable:. WE ARE NOT WHERE 
THE PEOPLE ARE IN AMERICA! Our population continues 
to move toward three great strip cities: San-San (in the west); 
Chi-Pitts (in the midwest); Bos-Wash (in the east). All the 
while, our strength remains concentrated in the South. 

In America Churches of Christ are not where most of the peo
ple are. Our Christian influence is minimal in all three strips 
with most of our people in the south (Biblebelt). If your interest 
is even casual, please read "Slowdown for 'Strip Cities'" (U.S. 
News, March 7, 1977). This excellent study informs us of a 
reversal which has just begun of a century-old trend of moving 
to the cities. Yet in these three cities we find 20.5 million (west), 
plus 39.8 million (midwest), plus 46.6 million (east) ... totaling 
106.9 million people-% of the United States population!!! 

Along the two coasts and around the Midwest are the top ten 
populated centers: 

Megalopolitan U.S. *SCSA 
New York City 17,180,500 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 10,231,100 
Chicago 7,615,100 
Philadelphia 5,642,300 
Detroit 4,684,400 
San Francisco 4,585,200 
Boston 3,918,400 
Washington, D.C. 3,015,300 
Cleveland 2,921,200 
Miami 2,223,000 
*SCSA-Standard Consolidated Statistical Area 

In these ten cities we know of 39,000 members of the Church 
of Christ. When compared with the 40,000 members in Nashville 
or the 15,000 in Abilene, one at once can see the "Open Door, 
Next Door." Most of the congregations that do exist are small, 
in fact, there are not even ten as large as 500! 

Mac Lynn of Harding's Graduate School has compiled "the 
100 largest congregations among us. (Based upon average morn
ing attendance, Sept.-Nov., 1978.) A brief analysis reveals that 
33% are in Texas, 26% are in Tennessee. A total of 76% in four 
states-Arkansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas. Only 14% 
are outside the south (Biblebelt). 

The top five are in our college towns-Nashville, Searcy, Lub
bock and Abilene. The first on the list clearly out of the South 
is Bristol Road in Flint, Michigan (my home church)-number 
30 on the list! 

The 100 largest range in attendance from 4000 (Madison)-
614. Only two are in any of the top ten population areas (SCSA) 
in the U.S.! Both are in black communities of Los Angeles
Figueroa and N ormandie. 

In the ministry of Jesus, Good News was carried to the cities: 

"And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the king
dom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 'The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.' " 
Matthew 9 :35-38. 

Galilee was the prime target of Jesus's ministry. Its dense 
population surrounded the sea approximating one of our strip 
cities today. Josephus credits the fertile soil with attracting the 
teeming population. "The cities lie here very thick; and the very 
many villages (240 cities and villages) there are here, are 
everywhere so full of people • • • the very least of them con
tains above 15,000 inhabitants.'' (Josephus, Wars, III, 3, ii; 
Life, 45.) 

Two to three million for the population of Galilee! Jesus was 
more urban than rural in his mini~try-by choice. He went where 
the people were. His strategy for"'this great commission began in 
a city and included all others: 

"You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria and to the end of the earth" (Acts 1 :8). 

Paul dreamed of the cities of the Roman Empire coming to 
Christ, and he did something about it-by choice: Ephesus (3 
years) ..• Corinth (18 months) .•• Athens, Antioch, Thessa
lonica, Philippi ... "from Jerusalem and as far round as lllyri
cum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ" (Rom. 15 :19) 
... "I must also see Rome" (Acts 19:21). 

The great need of urban America is for Christians to claim 
her by choice-for the sole purpose-to minister for Christ. 
Churches in America grew as long as the "in thing" was to move 
to the city. Such was the pseudo-growth. The spiritual needs of 
the city have now intensified because the church has fled the 
urban areas. 

The first church left the city of Jerusalem, but things were a 
little different-because of persecution she ran for her life, or 
with her life and shared with all nations. Today the church has 
split for lesser motivations: ( 1) fashionable moves "uptown" 
to the suburbs-often this was precipitated by "white-flight"; 
(2) retirement has come for many and the pilgrimage in the city 
ended via exodus; (3) affluence has allowed some of the church 
to live wherever she would, and that was elsewhere! 

The church in the city used to be able to survive on trans
planted culture and a regular diet of folks from back home 
who "placed membership.'' That age is gone, and the mandate to 
address today can only be taken by a daring new breed who will 
risk all in being God's people in creative and innovative minis
tries. My visits to campuses across the nation as well as our 
involvement on campuses in Los Angeles give hope. I've met a 
"new breed" of both guys and gals who above all want to min
ister for Christ. Please consider the opportunities in the major 
cities of our world. Beyond the open door for jobs and schooling, 
the Lord's cause calls you. 
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VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
Valley Christian Academy was begun 

by interested Christians in Flint, Michi
gan in 1980 with kinderga1·ten th1·ough 
fourth grade. It was the intention then of 
adding one gi'ade each year through high 
school. However, because the interest in 
private education with a Christian empha
sis has grown, the school was able to add 
four more grades for the Fa ll of 1981. We 
will have some 200 students enrolled this 
year. 

While many private schools arc strug
gling to stay afloat, VCA ended the school 
year in the black, has bought and com
pletedly paid for a school building and has 
secured the use of another fine building 
on a lease basis for the larger enrollment. 
-Steven Clark Goad. 

NEW HEAD OF OPERATIONS NAMED 
(Houston, Texas)-David A. Oakley, 

author lecturer and fund-raising consul
tant, has been named Director of U.S. 
Operations for Eastem European Mission. 

Oakley's appointment was announced 
recently by Jack Morgan, elder of Bammel 
Road Church of Christ in Houston. The 
church sponsors the Iron Curta in ministry 
that prints and distributes Bible and 
Christian literature from offices in Vien
na, Austria to those trapped in atheistic 
controlled countries of Eastern Europe. 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429-1403 

Brown Trail School of Preachinq 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL O F PREACHING 
180 1 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phnnc: 817-282-3911 

7.95 

Harding Ledures 

1981 
-·- ·-··---------------------------.. -----·--------
Firm Foundation Publishing !House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of H a1·ding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name 

Address 

City __________ state ___ . Zip __ _ 
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THE TEN LOST TRIBES 1 
(Continued from page 8) 

27-13 says of this event, "And in that day 
a great trumpet will be blown, and those 
who were lost in the land of Assyria and 
those who were driven out to the land 
of Egypt will come and worship the LORD 
on the holy mountain at Jerusalem." 

The entire thirty-seventh chapter of 
Ezekiel is devoted to the idea that all 
twelve tribes of Israel will be reunited as 
one nation, evan though for a time they 
had appeared as dead bones scattered on 
the face of the earth. Read this chapter 
carefully, but note espedally verses 15-22, 
where Ezekiel says, 

The word of the LORD came to me: 
"Son of man, take a stick and write on 
it, 'For Judah and the children of Israel 
associated with him'; then take another 
stick and write upon it, 'For Joseph 
(the stick of Ephraim and all the house 
of Israel associated with him'; and join 
them together into one stick, that they 
may become one in your hand. And 
when your people say to you, 'Will you 
not show us what you mean by these?' 
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Behold, I am about to take the stick of 
Joseph (which is in the hand of 
Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel as
sociated with him; and I will join with 
it the stick of Judah, and make them 
one stick, that they may be one in my 
hand. When the sticks on which you 
write are in your hand before their 
eyes, then say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the peo
ple of Israel from the nations among 
which they have gone, and will gather 
them from all sides, and bring them 
to their own land; and I will make them 
one nation in the land, upon the moun
tains of Israel; and one king shall be 
king over them all; and they shall be 
no longer two nations, and no longer di
vided into two kingdoms .•• " 

The message here is plain, stating that all 
twelve tribes will return from captivity. A 
basic rule of Bible exegesis is, "When a 
literal interpretation makes good sense, 
do not seek a figurative meaning." 

The Mormons try to make these two 
sticks become scrolls, with one being the 
Bible and the other the Book of Mormon, 
and say that we must join these two books 
together in order to have God's full reve
lation. This interpretation has no founda
tion. All God is telling Ezekiel is that the 
two kingdoms, Israel and Judah., will be 
reunited, and out of that restored nation 
the Christ will late1· come. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

That the ten northen tribes were not 
lost is further borne out by New Testa
ment passages such as Luke 2 :36, where 
Anna is "of the tribe of Asher" (supposed
ly a lost tribe), and Paul's reference in 
Acts 26:6 to the promise "which our 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly worship night and day." 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
The whole idea of "ten lost tribes" is 

not only missing from the Bible, but is 
clearly contradicted by it. This fact needs 
to be understood in order to successfully 
combat false doctrines based on it. 

IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
P.O. Box 122, Gautier, Mississippi 39553 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
O·F THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional'2nd Year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF Bl BLE STU Dl ES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURESHIP 
Includes Thrust Debate Competition 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
AprillS-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE: Truth and Error in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebel Music, Ira Rice, Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, William Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
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MISSION EFFORTS IN BAGUIO 

Felix A. Bravo 

The past two months were extremely 
busy with us. First, brother Douglas Le
Croy of Saturn Road Church in Garland, 
Texas came. In the 4-night gospel meeting 
we baptized 16 souls. Most of these ar e 
from a community of a mountain tribe. 
They now form the newest congregation 
of the Church of Christ in that part of our 
country. After that meeting brother and 
sister Ken Wilkey and one of his elders, 
brother Bill Path (accompanied by his 
wife), also arrived to visit 16 students of 
the SCHOOL OF WORLD EVANGELISM 
of the A&M CHURCH OF CHRIST, COL
LEGE STATION, TEXAS. These students 
are distl·ibuted in 3 str agteic cities for 18 
months. Many of these students are mak
ing plans to return and work as full time 
missionaries in our islands. 

The last g roup of religious workers to 
arrive were brother Bob Buchanan and 
8 student-ministers from the WHITES 
FERRY ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACH· 
ING, WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA ana 
the INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COL
LEGE, FLORENCE, ALABAMA. These 
concentrated their efforts in helping the 
local churches teach their prospects. At 
the end of this campaign, we baptized 20 
precious souls. 

In addition to these evangelistic efforts, 
we also have the PHILIPPINE BIBLE 
COLLEGE in Baguio City. This is a train
ing school sponsored by the Inglewood 
Church , Inglewood, California. These stu
dents m·e trained for a period of two 
years and are awarded their Associate in 
Theology deg1·ee or if they stay for an
other two years, then, t hey receive their 
Bachelor of Theology degree. As of this 
date, we graduated 200 students and about 
100 of them are working with congrega
tions in the islands. 

John Wolfe, 131 Langridge San Antonio. 
The two preachers in Mexico sponsored by 
the J efferson church of San Antonio are 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit ) 
Continuous enrollmmt tuitb 

IIIIo platlS to choose /rom 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed mttil 
May of 1982 with 110 increase 

from last yetJr 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-54()3 
PlmJS 011ly offered to workers among 
Churches of Cbrist Foreign JVorkers 
a11d students i!J trtJining for full time 
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work co·uered at same rate as 
resident Americm1s 

Coverage good any111here 

in desperate need of additiona l support. 
They are Isabel Cepeda in Jimenez, 
Tamps, and Adolfo Franco in San Fco. 
del Rincon, Gto. Last reports tell of t he 
lack of food for their families. Also, they 
are in need of song books, since the few 

they have are very badly worn. $80.00 
would supply both churches with t he books 
they need. Cont ributions, by churches or 
individuals, should be sent to the church of 
Christ, 702 Donaldson, San Antonio, Tx. 
78201. 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·cuSHION"SfoR-·-·-·-·-
cHuRcH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w fM free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, T~as 76059 I 
Phone 817-645-9208 

• ~--a-a_a_a_u_a_a_o_a _I_I_ U_a_u_a_a_a_ -v-_a_a_a_a_a_o_~· 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

Effective October 1, 1981 , the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum i nterest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
12%% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas . 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 
This advertisement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 

The offering is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dall a~. Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 

---~~ 
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ANNOUNCING 

1982 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(1) HAWAII 
February 18-26 

Waikiki plu~ outer island optionals 
Sponsored by Michigan Christian College 

(2) SOUTH SEAS 
March 20-27 

Visiting Tahiti, Bora Bora, and Moorea 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(3) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
April 24-May 1 

Via the luxurious SONG OF NORWAY 
St. Thomas, San Juan, Dominican Republic 
Sponored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(4) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY lAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
April 22-May 3 June 10-21 October 7-18 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) SPAIN 
May 10-18 

Visiting Madrid, Toledo, Escorial, Seville, 
Cordoba, Granada, Costa del Sol 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(6) SWITZERlAND 
May 11-19 

Visiting St. Moritz, Lugano, Lucerne, 
Zurich, Berne, Interlaken 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(7) HOLY LAND 
May 28-June 10 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by D~. Bill Humble 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(8) SCANDINAVIA 
June 8-21 

Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(9) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 14-26 

Visiting Seattle, Lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

(10) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 16-30 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES --------r 
FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

NAM~-----------------------------------------------

ADDRESS----------------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, ZIP ______________________________________ _ 

(11) 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
June 26-July 3 

Featuring Knoxville, Nashville, 
Gatlinberg and the Smokies 
Escorted by June Stathopulo 

(12) CHINA 
July 6·24 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Shanghai, Kweilin, 
Canton plus Tokyo and Hong Kong 

(13) 

Escorted by Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 7-17 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph Casey and Burton Landers 

(14) AlASKA 
July 16-26 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(15) BRITISH ISLES 
August 5-19 

Visiting England, Scotland, Ireland 
Escorted by 

Dr. Paul Faulkner and Dr. Carl Brecheen 

(16) ALASKA 

(17) 

August 9-19 
Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 

Fairbanks, Whitehorse 
Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 2-9 
Visiting Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, 

Vermont, Rhode Island 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(18) CHINA 
October 19-November 6 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Nanking, Suzchow, 
Shanghai, also Tokyo and Hong Kong 

Escorted by Dr. Virgil Trout and Richard Trout 

13 [6691 



LEWIS HALE HONORED 

The Southwest Church of Christ, Okla
homa City, Oklahoma, will host a dinner 
in honor of the Lewis Hale family in cele
bration of 25 years of service together. 

Hale began preaching for the South
west church in September, 1956, and they 
have enjoyed a ha rmonious and pl·oduc
tive r elationship throughout this period. 

The dinner will be held at 7 pm., Tues
day, October 20, 1981, in the Gaylord 
Activity Center on the campus of Okla
homa Christian College. Raymond Kelcy, 
Oklahoma City, and Walter Billingsley, 

Tulsa, will speak. Further information 
may be obtained from the Southwest 
church, 2600 South Agnew, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73108. 

INCLUDE Y OUR ZIP CODE 

When you sond In a list ot n ew subscrlp· 
tlons to the F inn Foundlltlon, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
a tter the city and state. 

A Semester In Italy . .. for students interested in international 
studies In the spring semester of 1982. 

Harding University 
in Florence, Italy 

International Studies Program 
• Full program of study In picturesque Florence , the heart of the 

renaissance movement. 

•Bible. history, literature, music and art. 

• Weekend trove/Included, with trips to Paris, Madrid , Frankfurt and 
others. 

• One week m Athens. 

•Involvement in strengthening the church; uisitlng missionary works 
of Europe. 

•Unmatched experiences of living in rich European culture. 

For brochure and full details, write: 

Dr. Carl Mitc hell, Spring Director 
International Studies Program 
Harding University, Box 939 
S earcy, Arkansas 72143 
Phone (501) 268-6161 , Ext. 556 

PROGRAM 

MISSION FORUM VII 
NOVEMBER 13-15, 1981 

"7~ *;ieU4 Au Stat 1()/ute" 

MISSION FORUM VII 

NOVEMBER 13 - 15, 1981 

THEME: "The Fields Are STILL White" 

... , - ' I, 
..LI':io. t 
~ . ( 

... .. ~B11RCH Pf CHRIST 
811 N. 4th- Boll 415 

Broken Arrow, OK 7401:1 

LODGING AVAILABLE - CALL: (918) 258-9602 

MINISTERS: Charles Kymes- Judge Morris - Kent Hall 
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Friday, November 13 
7:30P.M. 

Saturday, November 14 
6:30P.M 

7:00 P.M. 

7:3().9:00 P.M. 

Sunday, November 15 

"The Fields Are Still White" 

Registration 

Gospel Singing 

"Be Not Weary In Well Doing" 

"The Sower Goes Forth To Sow" 

9:45 A.M. "Reaching The Unreachable 

10:45 A.M. Where Do We Go From Here?" 

E:OO P.M. We'll Work 'Till Jesus Comes" 

Cline Paden 

Glen Matthews 

John Justin 
Ed Daman 

Jim Pounders 

Lee Peters 

Mal Shakra 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 

Advertising In this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate con~rrea-ations 
advertising meeting plACeS, preachers seeklng work or congrea-ations seeking preachers. Also other 
ac:c:eptable matter. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 
Consider a growing, receptive, eager, active, 
thoughtful community. Superb mid-Arizuna climate. 
Call COLLECT, Milo Bentley, 1-602-778-3188 (home, 
evenings). CENTURY 21, PRESCOTT VALLEY 
REALTY. P.O. BOX 5417, HWY 69 1-602-772-9760 
PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA 86312. 

BEAR \"ALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BWLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DIDNVIDR. COLORADO 80228 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988._1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA •• 20 N. Irvin~ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun •• 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 528-0536. Worship witb us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
ORA.TBA.M, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHElUl NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-835-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE OH'UB.CH OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlii contact 
relatives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y .A..JUDA. SCHOOL OF PR.IDA.CHING 
11800 Dublba Roa4 

Plea•aDtou, CaUforufll 94G06 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Pb. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala. Rd., Ka.paa, Hawaii 
86746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattk?t Wash. 98155. If you know 
10meone moving to tne Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frlsb:r, '714-622-2586: 

Paul HaT)Jer, 473-8228. 
--------~M=E=T=R~O~-=DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mnc Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall, 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., :=oG B. .ltforgau A. ve .. 
u.s. 460 East Opposite K-llnrt. Office 4'1'1-
un. Robb7 Wade, MID. 4'18-40G8. . 
Gaspel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northe1111t Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 868, Celeste, TX 75423, (214) 668-4642. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
''EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bersmtan, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3657 .'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need of a sound Preacher 38 to 55 years of age. 
For congregation of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK. 
PO 594, GROOM, TEXAS. 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 215-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
87922. 
"SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS. Car Inven
tory value $2,148.00 sold for $100, For information 
on purchasing similar bargains call 602/941-8014. 
Ext. 566. Phone call refundable.'' 
"CHRISTIAN MSW SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED 
to work with the Madison Children's home, Madison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Call Nick 
Boone at 615/868-4696 or 868-3860 for information." 

"BIBLE College Training through home study, Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas.'' 
VUltiA., ARIZ •• 651 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3·0 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
We're on the mover Now Averaging 186. By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently, 
minister staff af three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS. TEXAS 78355. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Gradu
ate of Sunset School of Preaching. Seven years full
time preaching. 39 years of age, married with six 
children. Additional background in radio broad
casting and sales. Would consider work in this area. 
Call 815/235-3854 Joe Mitchell.'' 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes 1GAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 
Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 

Tel. (213) 463-6352 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Znndagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
penses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5630. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Indepth Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2255, West Monroe, LA .. 71291-0043 
EXPERIENCED GOSPEL PREACHER DESIRES 
CHANGE: CALL (916) 967-6485. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are movina- anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical. 
cnring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is Independently owned and operated. 
PREPUBLIC-ATION SALE: Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the First Fifteen 
Year11.'' Volume I is currently being prepared for a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion can be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover, to: The Kingdom Press, 
P .0. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 
FOR SALE: A.B. Dick model 324 offset press $600. 
Might trade for folding machine or other equipment. 
Church of Christ, Box 495 Newcastle, OK 78066 
(405) 387-4993. 

1974 Superior Travel Van, 13 captain chairs, 3 
tables, Dodge chasis, Am/Fm 8 Track, AC, 23,000 
miles, Good Condition, $6000, call (806) 352-5647. 
A congregation of the Church of Christ, located in 
Southwestern Michigan, is in immediate need of a 
full-time minister to .serve this self-supporting con
gregation and a community of approximately 10,00() 
souls. If interested, please send reply to the follow
ing address: Church of Christ, 911 James St., 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080. 
SUN CITY, CALI~F...:O.:..:..:R:..:N..:..IA....,....,..-:V-a-U-e-y-C-Ia-a-r-ch-o-f 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-CamJ)US evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1216, Seward, 
Alaslm 99664. 
JOB INFORMATION-Alaskan and Overseas em
ployment. Great income potential. Call 602-941-8014, 
Dept. 666. Phone call refundable. 
The Church at Terra Bella, California can furnish 
3-bedroom, double-wide mobile home on 2 acres by 
church building for preacher who can furnish re
mainder of support. English, Spanish, or bi-lingual. 
New building, new work, mission area. Near foot
hills. between Fresno and Bakersfield. Write Ed 
Sisemore, Rt. 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, Ca. 93270, 
or call 209/535-4339 or 209/781-4441. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Seven years full-time 
work with backllround in public school teaching and 
government service plus part-time preaching, per
sonal work, campaign work, bus ministry. No hob
bies. I preach only the truth in love. Write to Bill 
King, Box 345, Larned, Kansas 67550, or Telephone 
1-316-286-6143. 
Central Church of Christ, Rifle. Colo. 81650 Tempo
rary address: 1251 W. 7th, Phone 625-2436 and 
625-3207. 

Ches Wooten, Pr~achar 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foaadatloa 
trlea to acreea ndvertiiiiDg, nDd will Dot 
kDowiDgly take qautloDnble adverti•IDJII:, 
Bat It Is the reader¥• reapon•lbllltF to Ill• 
veatlgnte. Like nDy other paper, we •ome
tlmes auwlttlnJr:lJ' ruD nD unworth7' ad. 
All the old an}'IDg Jr:oe•. before you IDve•t. 
IDveatiJZ'atel 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78701 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 
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Helping Churches 
of Christ Grow! 

The Center for C hurch G rowth was born to provide church leaders and congregations 
with prac tical growth insights from the Bible and ch urch growth research. 

Effective growth comes, not from copying what some other congregation has done, 
but from learning to ap;Jiy basic church growth principles to one's own situation. 

Services offered by 
the Center for Church Growth: 
D Individualized Congregational Growth Workshop 

D Regional Church Growth Seminars for church leaders 
D Free Newsletter 

D Consulting Service for individual congregations 

Contact us for more information on any of the above services. 

CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 
P.O. Box 73362 

Houston, TX 77090 · 
(713) 440-4391 

What others Say • • • 

"We cannot praise this program too highly." Trenton, Michigan 

"Your effort could no t be matched by any other." Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

"We appreciate your excellent work." Sheffield, Alabama 

"The ma terial you presented was excellent." S ugar/and, Texas 

"This workshop will have a long-lasting effect." Memphis, Tennessee 
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ACU'S BIBLE TEACHERS WORKSHOP-The 27th a nnual Bible Teachers 
Workshop was held on the Abilene Christian Unive rsity ca mpus in mid 
summer. The theme this yea r was "Focus on the Family." Three pe riods of 

.. classes were held throughout the d ay a nd offered a wide variety of topics 
lor teachers of all ages and expe rie nce. Also packed into each d ay was a 
devot ional, a program entitled "Dynamit e Communication for Teachers," 
the theme lectures a nd the late evenin g activities which includ ed the stu
dent-produced "Summerstage," the Gospelaires Quartet f ro m C leburne , 
Te~., and a dramatic prese nta ti on. The keynote speaker which b egan t he 
seroes on Sunday evening was James Cail of Okla homa City, shown above, 
Teachers inspect Displays of Bible Class Materials. 

Austin, Texas, 
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A Serious Problem 

This week we want to address a very serious prob
lem and we do hope our readers will give it all consid
eration. In this issue there are a number of articles 
having to do with reading and the value of books. Ray
mond Kelcy, Firm Foundation staff writer presents the 
first of a number of articles he will write on the 
subject. 

The members of churches of Christ are woefully 
negligent in their religious reading, and, as a result, 
are shallow in their theology and uncertain and in
capable when to comes to contending for the faith. 
Furthermore, they are being encouraged in their negli
gence by elder and church leaders who neither read 
themselves nor encourage those under their oversight 
to do so. The result is having a profound effect upon 
the church, and will continue to do so until this atti
tude changes. 

Christians are being encouraged to neglect a basic 
part of their heritage. Rather than being urged to be
come informed on the issues we face today so that they 
can make an intelligent defense of truth, they are 
being encouraged by suggestion and example to neglect 
reading. This puts a premium on ignorance, and insures 
that we will continue to retreat from the real world and 
continue to fossilize. It makes us sick to hear church 
leaders throw off on what reading matter we do have, 
and discourage church members from getting what out
side help they can get in the way of advice and teaching 
from knowledgeable authors. 

Our people are well informed in the secular world be
cause they all read the secular literature of our times, 
the newspapers, etc., but because they are not being 
encouraged to read gospel papers, commentaries, and 
religious books thy are becoming less and less informed. 
Because they are not encouraged to buy and read good 
religious literature, so that they may be better equipped 
to "give a reason to any man that asks of the hope that 
is in them," they are becoming day by day a people 
who "belong" rather than a people who believe. 

Disrespect for preachers, for' Christian scholars and 
for knowledgeable people who write is having a field 
day. We are losing our thinkers, not because of money 
but because of a lack of appreciation. 

We are concerned about the frame of mind, or the 
mood·, this evil is producing among us. Our people are 
becoming increasingly negative in character and criti
cal in approach. The inferiority complex produced by 
the realization that we do not know what we ought to 
know makes us feel more insecure than we once did-
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which results in our compensating by whittling others 
down to our size. We are afraid of science and afraid of 
philosophy because we know we are inadequately in
formed and cannot meet them on an equal footing. We 
~esort to ridicule and emotionalism to cover up our 
Ignorance. 

This, in turn, increases our isolation. It produces a 
harsh temperament, and we become a blunt and un
lovable people. We blame it on the unwillingness of 
others to listen, forgetting that we have neglected our 
education in what to say. Even our conflicts with each 
other become contests between amateurs, and are char
acterized by crudeness and dominated by personal at
tacks and rhetoric. Should there be any wonder that 
we are not taking the world? 

And the root of it all, we sincerely believe, rests in 
the attitude of our leaders in the church toward gospel 
papers, religious books and intellectualism in general. 
Our case is not being properly presented because our 
people are not informed. We believe the essential truth 
of the Scriptures can be presented without outside 
help, but it will be presented on the level of him alone ·i 

who presents it. We also believe it can, and should be, 
presented and defended with academic competence. It is. 
being done in books, and lectures, and articles in our -
papers, but the average member of the church is not: 
seeing them. In fact, he is being discouraged instead of 
encouraged. The way the church develops will be de-· 
termined by the intellectual climate it grows in. Our 
leaders are not encouraging a climate of study and 
learning-a climate in which the best thinking of the 
brotherhood is made available on a regular basis. 

Our people will never be able to meet such· issues as 
evolution, geology, anthropology and hedonism on the 
basis of their. own understanding of these areas. They 
must have outside information provided by those who 
are experts. How do they get it? By reading. They 
should be encouraged to read and to study. 

Church leadership should do some soul searching. We 
have well trained, careful scholars who are not even 
being encouraged to write articles and books because 
of the lack of support they receive. from people who 
need what they have to offer more badly than they 
realize. Paul was not amiss when he said "Til I come 
give attention to reading." 

Volume 98 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Le~nntona, Editor 

(USPS 191-120) Number 43 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday in December by the Firm Founda• 
tion Publishing House, 8110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, TexB!J. Second CIUII 
Postage paid at Austin, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Office Box 610, Austin, Tcxu 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per year. Club rate, $9.00 per year hi cluba of five 
or more. Congregational rate, $6.00 per family per year. Foreign subscription. 
$11. The date on your address label shows the time to which your subscription , 
Is paid. 

BUNDLE RATES _ 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen centa per COPY• :~ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 27, 1981 ~-
~~ 

:~. 
,i;l 



Reading the Books of Others 
CHARLES HODGE 

Amusing things happen to preachers. Guests enter my office 
• to be intimidated by shelves of books. Curiosity prompts them to 

look closer. Who are those strange names? "You mean some of 
these books are not 'Church of Christ' books"? They sit in fear 
literally thinking error will "jump out of those books" and con
taminate them. They are so relieved to leave I How tragic I There 

,. ain't no sich a thing as "Church of Christ" books! These books 
are basic •.. they are found in all religious libraries including 
our own Christian colleges I Ignorance~ fear, and prejudice were 
expressed. 

Again, one of my jobs is to talk to preachers about books/ 
reading. A book list is usually handed out. If you wish one write 
to Box 11007, Ft. Worth, TX 76109. Then some angered preach-

.. ers react against "books of others." These preachers have demon
strated the fact they do not know books and do not intend 
to. This means they do not read-People who do not read do not 
listen, think, nor grow! Paul told Timothy to read (I Tim. 4). 
Our quest is truth not creed. We are to seek not merely defend. 
We are to be positive not merely negative. We are to be truth 
seekers not men followers. Tragically this attitude towards books 
reflects an attitude towards people, towards life. It must be cor
rected. Please read this article to think. THINK! Be consistent, 
honest, open, fair. Following are some observations: 

(1) The basics. As a brotherhood we do not have Bible dic
tionaries, encyclopedias, church histories, Greek lexicons, sys
tematic theologies, etc. Must we burn them? Disavow them? 
What about the "classics" of the centuries? May we not use/ 
quote/pick the minds of the ages? Was there no truth until 
"Church of Christ books"? What about our beloved King James 
Version? It was translated by others I This article does charge 
our people to develop the greatest scholarship, author the best 
commentaries, and put out the most accurate translations. The 
world should beat a path to our door for scripture! Why don't 
we study more? Write better books? I am appalled at the meager, 
segmented libraries of preachers 1 SHAME! SHAME!! Truth 
has no fear! Find it! Can we sing the songs of others? If we 
cannot read their books, we cannot sing their songs! And as a 
Restoration people, why must we rely upon a restoration library 

, in Nashville-sustained by others? Is it .easier to brand/label 
than think and learn? 

{2) Stolen methods-Are we there FIRST with the MOST or 
LAST with the LEAST? Others innovate a method. We first 
condemn the method as sectarian/ denominational. We then 
grudgingly accept it. Then we enthusiastically make it a fad. 

~ Then it becomes a part of our creed! Others had Bible classes, 
• located preachers, church buildings, audio-visuals, buses-we 

stole from others! By the way, when we do edit commentaries, we 
quote from others! The Restoration came out. of the Reforma
tion! Without the Reformation there would never have been a 

' Restoration! By the way, how can we consistently quote others 
~ when they are right on baptism, instrumental music? Can we 

read the Reader's Digest? the National Geographic? Read for 
f your life! There is a greater safety in reading many commen

taries than in a few! Reading broadens, deepens, challenges, 
sweetens. Jesus taught a parable concerning the "Pearl of Great 
Price." The "Pearl" was not rejected because it was not found in 

a "Church of Christ field." Truth, ideas are not responsible for 
those who hold them. No man has all the truth; no man exists 
who does not have some truth. Truth is truth! This is our quest. 
Accept the truth wherever it is found. 

(3) Age over now. We quote Josephus like he is nearly Paul! 
But not Billy Graham! Nothing is harder for a critic than to be 
just to his contemporaries! Does time make books safe? Of 
course not! To read is not to endorse. I don't even endorse every
thing in the Bible! The Devil/sinners make statements of errors; 
there are errors in translations. By the way, have we so lam
basted translations that brethren, to be on the safe side, don't 
even read the Bible at all? Robert Shank wrote a masterpiece, 
Life In The Son. He had to leave a denomination for writing it . 
He then obeyed the gospel. Was a "dangerous book" made "safe" 
by baptism? The thought is silly! 

(4) The real problem is attitude. We are "know-it-ails." We 
have all the truth and others have none. We condemn others as 
being ignorant, mean, and dishonest! We have not patience with 
others. Personal work is not Bible study-it is our telling others 
what we want them to know. It is giving right answers to se
lected questions. We are on the defensive-on witch hunts-nit 

. picking-dividing. ' 
Our search, in reality, is for error-not truth! A man can 

write a 1000 page book of truth-with one error in it! We will 
find that one error like gold-page 972, paragraph 3, line 4, the 
fourth word! We will then reject the whole book! Error has been 
found and defeated! How pitiful! We put "truth in a box" then 
defend. Creedalism, censorship, "Church of Christ positions' 'are 
as wrong as Catholicism and sectarianism. Are we not practic
ing exactly what the Restoration condemns? Are we sometimes 
intellectually dishonest? Do we want the whole truth? Are we 
open and honest? Does this explain our mediocre, shallow, seg
mented church bulletins? classes? Do we have a monopoly on 
truth? 

We don't know what to do with disagreement! This is a basic 
issue. We go livid in adult Bible classes with questions and com
ments. Attendees are "shot down" in the name of orthodoxy. We 
read only books that agree with us. Liberals read liberals and 
conservatives read conservatives. We then try to control-the 
brotherhood, our preacher, our youth. We resort to intimidation 
and pressure. No thinkers allowed! No agonizing Bible discus
sions, no grappling with profound issues! If you don't under
stand your opponent's position fully. then you don't understand 
your own! We don't like to be misrepresented! So don't mis
represent others I Don't build "straw men" then cut them down. 
You will actually learn the most in disagreement properly han
dled. Don't read simply to reinforce your prejudice, pet p~v~s. 
Must all commentaries be identical? Is there to be off1c1al 
"Church of Christ commentary"? 

Conclusion 

This article does· not encourage reading bad books. We have 
some of them among us. The danger is not in reading-the dan
ger is in not reading, not thinking. God intends for us to use our 
minds. Find great authors, study great books, seek the truth at 
any cost. The truth will make you free. 
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Second Timothy was the last letter Paul 
wrote. He penned it while in prison in 
Rome. This Jetter reveals some of the 
thoughts of this great apostle who was 
soon to die. An interesting insight into 
Paul's mind is found in the last chapter : 

"The cloak that I left at Troas with Car
pus, bring when thou comest, and the 
books, especially the parchments" (verse 
13). 

Charles H . Spurgeon pleads with people, 
especially preachers, to join in the cry: 
" Bring the books." He tells that he is quite 
persua ded that the very best way to 
spend leisure time is by either reading or 
praying. H e advises that "light literature" 
be avoided and urges the reading of sound 
biblical expositions. I t is h is conviction 
that "the man who never reads will never 
be read; and he who never quotes will 
never be quoted." Commenting on the 
above-cited passage, Spurgeon says: 

Even an apostle must read. Some of 
our very ultra-Calvinistic brethren 
think that a minister who reads books 
and studies his sermon must be a very 
deplorable specimen of a preacher. A 
man who CO!Iles up into the pulpit, pro
fesses to take his text on the spot, and 
talks any quantity of nonsense, is the 
idol of many. If he will speak without 
premeditation, or pretend to do so, and 
never produce what they call a dish of 
dead m en's brains-oh! that is the 
preacher. How rebuked they are by the 
apostle! He is inspired, and yet he wants 
books! He has been preaching for at 
least thirty years, and yet he wants 
books ! He has seen the L ord, and yet 
he wants books! He has had a wider 
experience than most men, and yet he 
wants books ! He had been caught up 
into the third heaven and had heard 
things which it was unlawful for a man 
to utter, yet he wants books! He had 
written the major part of the New 
Testament, and yet he wants books ! The 
apostle says to Timothy, and so he says 
to every preacher, "Give thyself unto 
reading." (Commenting and Commen
taries, New York: Sheldon, p . 14.) 

The Importance of Study 
When I say that it is highly important 

that the preacher devote many hours to 
fervent study, I doubt that any who read 
this will object. Those of us who preach 
surely realize the importance of such. But 
if we are going to put in the hours which 
are necessary to real study, it fs necessary 
that we not · only realize its importance, 
but that we also determine to place it high 
on our list of priorities, resolve to do it, 
and then follow through with determined 
pE-rsistence. We must realize the impor
tance of study. We must determine that, 
r egar dless of other pressures, we shall 
devote ourselves to t his high task. 

Voices that Call 
We must say no to certain things if we 

are to be good ministers of the Word. We 
must f ight the battle against laziness. We 
must somehow manage to get away f rom 
the telephone at certain periods of time. 
Vl e should have a time to study when we 
are not r eading and answering m ail. Many 
of the voices which call for the preacher's 
time are important voices. They are voices 
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Bring 
My 

Books I 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

that should be heard. There are times, 
surely, when a preacher should be inter
rupted from his study. But, generally 
speaking, there is a time for everything 
important. And some of the things are not 
as important as otheJ·s. If we are to give 
diligence to study, we must see that we 
do it regardless of other responsibilities. 

L et us for a moment think of the re
sponsibility that is ours when we stand 
to speak to a congregation. Let us think 
of the hungry hearts that ar e before us. 
These hearts need nurture and sustenance. 
They do not need a Lion's Club talk or a 
book review or a condensation of a news
paper item. They need to hear what God 
h as spoken! Burdened souls are before us. 
Some who are beginning to doubt a re lis
tening. Souls burdened with loss are there. 
Those who have a feeling of rejection are 
there. Listeners there are who are wres
tling with some powerful temptation. P ar
ents whose son or daughter has dis
appointed them are there and in need of 
a strengthening assurance. Listening to 
you are a husband and wife whose mar
riage is about to go on the rocks. What 
can you say? There is nothing for you to 
say except what God has said. But you 
cannot know what God has said unless you 
have spent long periods of time in which 
you let God speak to you through the 
pages pages of his written revelation. 

What Shall We Read? 

First, it goes without saying that the 
Bible should be f irst in our reading. Some
one has advised that if a thing will go 
without saying, Jet it go. But this is some
thing I must say anyway. When we read 
the Bible, we a re hearing God speak to 
us. When we refuse to read the Word, we 
are t urning a deaf ear to God. And when I 
say we should read the Bible, I am talking 
about something other than a cursory 
glance at what we think we already know. 
There should be more to it than reading a 
verse, a chapter, or a book. We should read 
and re-read until we see the specific thrust 
of what God is saying. 

It is not amiss to suggest that we 
should read more than one translation. 
The reading of several translations fur
nishes a good commentary on the text. 
Many of you who read this have in your 
possession a New Testament with four 

columns on each page, each column being 
the text of a certain version. I have found 
this to be a helpful tool. The most helpful 
tool I have found in this area is The New 
Testament j?·om 20 T1·anslations, edited 
by Dr. Curtis Vaughan and published by 
Zondervan. E ach verse is printed in bold 
type from the King J ames Version. Under
neath the verse will be -found variations 
of t r anslation as found in various trans
lations. When one reads all of these trans
lations, he has a fairly good idea of what 
the passage is saying. 

In studying any one of the four Gos
pels, I have found it very helpful to study 
it with an eye on what the other three 
say. Many an obscure passage in a certain 
Gospel is clarified by its parallel in one 
or more of the others. I have for many 
year s used the harmony that was edited 
by William A. Stevens and Ernest DeWitt 
Burton. Perhaps you ar e using another 
that is equally as good. Regardless of 
which is being used, it" can easily be seen 
that such procedure can be most reward
ing. In this connection, I have found J . W. 
McGarvey's Fou?"[old Gospel to be of tre
mendous help. This is commentary on all 
four of the Gospels. It is unique in that it 
weaves the four Gospels together and 
comments on all of them in a woven
together fashion. The comments are not as 
lengthy as many would desire, but they 
f urnish much information. Here is some
thing of which every student should be 
aware as he uses McGarvey's book : there 
is a chart at the back of the book which 
will guide the reader to the specific page 
where an explanation of any particular 
verse is to be found. Without the use of 
thfs chart much time can be wasted in 
looking for material on various passages. 

Concordances 
When a person · decides to become a 

serious student of the Bible, he will soon 
begin asking what "helps" he can acquire. 
Some look for a Bible which has adequate 
helps. There are some Bibles which do 
have helpful features such as a dictionary, 
a concordance, brief introductions to each 
book, and cross r eferences. However no 
Bible has adequate helps for serious study. 
As an illustration, consider a concordance. 
A concordance is a book by which a verse 
can be located if one knows one of the 
principal words in the verse. I have seen 
Bibles which contained concordances that 
were useful but not adequate. 

Concor dances such as Cruden's are quite 
hlepful but are in no wise comparable to 
Young's A nalytical Conco1·dance. This con
cordance is quite large and of tremendous 
help. In addition to guiding the student 
to the passage being sought, it gives the 
various H ebrew and Greek words which 
are rendered by the same English word. 
For instance, if you are looking for a 
passage which contains the words "Jove," 
Young's will te11 you whether it is agatpe 
love or some other kind of love. Numerous 
other examples could be cited in which 
s uch distinction s are made. 

All of us need to study more diligentlY 
and we should all be on the alert for any 
book which will help us in our quest for 
knowledge. · 

Oklahoma Christian College 
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The Transmission of Religious Truth 

Does God continue to supplement the 
truth with which Jesus endowed his 
apostles as some contemporary theologians 
claim? Is there a standard for Christian 
unit or did Jesus teach, work and pray 
for an impossibility? 

Jesus, having selected and gathered 
his apostles about him, concerned himself 
with the transmission and continuity of 
truth. He identified himself as being sent 
from God, as being a doer of God's will, 
and as the founder of the church and 
spiritual kingdom. John described him as 
being the pre-existant and eternal Word. 

The transmission of essential religious 
truth was carefully sequenced from the 
fathers and the prophets by Jesus' broad 
teachings and by his perfect example. As 
he was finalizing his preparation of the 
apostles he assured them that q.s he re
turned to his Father from whom he came, 
he would send them the Comforter-the 
Spirit of Truth. The Holy Spirit, as he 
promised them, would guide them into all 
truth-all necessary religious truth (Jno. 
16:13). 

After the Apostle John recorded Jesus' 
plan for this transmission of truth he ex
plained the purpose of Jesus' mighty 
works, words and miracles. "Many other 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples which are not written in this 
book. But these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son 
of God; and that believing ye might have 
life in his name." In this declaration John, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
made it clear that the apostle's recording 
of Jesus' miracles-the apostolic written 
word-would be the basis for faith. The 
written word, and not latter day miracles, 
would constrain men to become followers 
of Christ. This written word (eternal as 
Jesus declared it) is the "living word" of 
the "living church." This following of 
Jesus' words in pursuit of the eternal 
king in the eternal kingdom-this salva
tion from badness and failure in favor of 
truth and benevolence-would be the chal
lenge for future disciples. This would be 
the great and meaningful miracle. 
When Jesus reviewed his past works and 

futurism with his apostles he told them: 
"Greater works than these shall you do.'' 
How could there be greater power and 
works performed by the apostles unless 
Jesus is referring to the provision by 
which men could be inducted into and 
sustained in the church and eternal king-

NOEL GRISHAM 

dam. An overplay on the purpose and 
placement of a modern miracle would not 
only undermine the apostles' work but 
would also relegate the supremacy of 
Jesus' eternal words. If men could in 
present times, or subsequent to the apos
tolic age, perform miracles, this would 
invalidate much of what Jesus and the 
apostles taught. This would diminish the 
status of the apostles through whom the 
word of truth was transmitted. Men should 
be highly privileged to simply "preach the 
word'' and thus keep the transmission of 
truth in proper perspective. 

Jesus exercised sufficient safeguard 
against others succeeding or supplanting 
the work of the apostles when he said to 
them: " ... when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall 

· sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.'' All the redeemed 
-all spiritual Israel-will be saved be
cause of the truth as transmitted by Jesus, 
repeated and implemented by the Holy 
Spirit-led apostles. The church and king
dom are set firmly upon the foundation of 
the prophets, the apostles and Jesus 
Christ, the chief corner stone and this 
sure foundation is not to be supplanted or 
supplemented. John's consistency concern
ing the transmision of truth is further to 
be seen in the seventeeth chapter of John 
and in the Revelation letter. 

In Jesus' prayer for the unity of all 
believers as a deterrent to divisiveness 
and disbelief, he set the one and only 
standard for Christian unity. The stan
dard requires the acceptance by all people 
of "their word"-the apostles' word. The 
apostles were the Christ-selected and 
Holy Spirit-led architects of the gospel 
and Christian unity. No others can legiti
mately lay claim to the assign~ent. Jesus 
made no provision for man to select apos
tolic successors and has not provided mod
ern man with the credentials of miracle 
working as in the apostolic age. 

Jesus' revelation to John on the Isle of 
Patmos employs the Holy Spirit in diTect
ing the written word. Jesus' perennial 
concern for his church-her strength and 
her weaknesses-are universalized. Seven 
times he repeats to the seven churches, 
"Unto the angel of the church at---
(Ephesus etc.) write" and seven times he 
repeats, "He that hath an ear to hear let 
him hear what the spirit sayeth to the 
churches.'' To refer to the Holy Spirit as 

speaking through the written word does 
in no way diminish the Spirit's indwelling 

. the true Christian. 
The claim of contemporary theologians 

who relegate the teachings of Jesus and 
his apostles in order to "update religious 
philosophy and adapt it to modern man" 
only lay foundations for disunity, dissent 
and disbelief. The original apostolic mes
sage when placed in the minds and hearts 
of believing, humble and serving disciples 
is newer and -more relevant than anything 
modern theology has devised as supple
mentation to or supplantation of" the 
faith once delivered to the saints." 

It is the mis-interpretation of Jesus, 
and the apostles' word and work that ac
counts for the suspect condition of "cur
rent religion." Jesus and his apostles pre
pared a religious philosophy and ideology 
which neither the "fundamentalists" nor 
the "liberals'' can equal. Their teachings 
transcend sectarian creed and divisiveness 

· and clearly identify the divine ideal of 
"one Lord, one church and one salvation." 

Jesus' words, carefully guarded by the 
apostles and perpetuated by them, serve 
as a divine guideline for religious unity in 
the church and kingdom. The extent to 
which man accepts, adds to, changes, or 
ignores the divine pattern which was .di
vinely established is the extent to wh1ch 
the kingdom and divine ideal for the 
church is set in motion. 

The words of Jesus and his apostles set 
the stage upon which men can function 
free of sectarian creed according to God's 
eternal purpose. Putting aside all the di
verse religious opinions of men, the beauty 
and simplicity of the inspired scriptures 
are preeminent: "The foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his.'' "And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should 
be saved." According to apostolic word and 
example, those who regard themselye~ as 
Christians may meet with other Chr1stlans 
on the first day of the week and partake 
of the Lord's Supper. Then, divested of 
the tenacious grasp of a selfish world, the 
disciple can go forth as a free man. He 
can be happy and humble to follow the in
spired and ever-living words of Jesus and 
his apostles. Importantly als?, he can 
strive to emulate the perfect life and at
titude of Jesus and his chosen "inter
preters of Christ.'' 

520 Karolyn Dr., Round Rock, Texas 78664 
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The Days of Genesis 1 

The distressing attempt by some teach
ers in the Christian community to har
monize evolution and the Biblical account 
of creation by denying the twenty-four 
hour length of the creation days shows a 
lack of faith in the historical reliability 
of Genesis 1. 

Those who deny the twenty-four hour 
length say the word day refers to an 
indeterminate period of time, thus, al
lowing the long ages required for the 
evolutionary theory. In presenting their 
idea, advocates of the indeterminate-day 
theory frequently warn: "Remember, the 
church has embarrassed itself in the past 
by stubbornly defending dogmas which 
science later refuted, such as the earth's 
being the center of the solar system." 
However, the Church brought those em
barrassments upon itself by defending 
dogmas the infallible Bible did not teach. 

On the other hand, since the Bible does 
teach the twenty-four hour length of the 
creation days, science will never refute 
what the Church has traditionally believed 
-that the days are literal. Without exam
ining technical scientific evidence, a Bible 
believer can determine, from the scriptures 
alone, that the days of Genesis 1 were 
twenty-four hours. 

Of course, the word day does often mean 
"era," but one can tell the word . isn't re
ferring to such a length in the creation 
narrative because an ordinal number 
(first, second, third •.. ) always accom
panies the term. In the Old Testament 
every time day is used with an ordinal 
number it designates a solar-length day. 
Indeed, we write and speak the same way 
today. For instance, we might say, 
"Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration 
of Independence on the first day, second 
day, and third day of the month." But, we 
might also say, "In the day that Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Inde
pendence the nation was in turmoil." It 
would be obvious to all that the days in 
the first statement are literal, because 
the ordinal numbers accompany them. The 
latter statement would not confuse anyone 
into thinking the days of the first state
ment are indeterminate periods. Likewise, 
to say that day is used to designate an in
determinate period in Genesis 1 as it is in 
Genesis 2 :4: "In the day that the Lord 
God made the earth and the heavens," 
is to ignore the significance of ordinal 
numbers. 

When the word day, accompanied by an 
ordinal number, is used in the Old Testa-
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ment, it never implies a period other than 
twenty-four hours. For example, "For 
seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, 
and on the seventh day there shall be a 
feast to the Lord" (Ex. 18 :6). Also, "and 
let them be ready for the third day, for on 
the third day the Lord will come down on 
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people" 
(Ex. 19:11). 2 Samuel 12:18 says, "Then 
it happened on the seventh day that the 
child died." Still another example is Nehe
miah 8:18, "And he read from the book of 
the law of God daily, from the first day to 
the last day." Clearly, the ordinal numbers 
accompanying day in Genesis 1 signal us 
to interpret the days of the creation ac
count literally. 

Next, the days of Genesis 1 are divided 
into evenings and mornings, which long, 
evolutionary time-periods could not be said 
to have. Moreover, the evenings and morn
ings of Genesis 1 are linked with light and 
dark periods: "And God called the light 
day and the darkness he called night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
one day" (Gen. 1:5). No indeterminate-day 
theorist would dare claim periods of light 
and darkness lasted thousands or even 
millions of years, but if the creation days 
represent eras, the evenings and mornings 
which comprise those days must also be 
eras. 

Indeterminate-Day theorists often try 
to defend their doctrine by claiming that 
the evenings and mornings in chapter one 
can 

1
not constitute literal days because the 

sun, by which we measure time, was not 
created until day four. In answer to their 
objection, we must realize that God, the 
omnipotent creator, could have easily radi
ated light during the first three days, until 
he created the sun and moon to perpetually 
govern day and night. Furthermore, the 
same terms, .evening and morning, used 
in Genesis 1:5, 8, 18, referring to the first 
three days of creation, represent twenty
four days in Daniel 8:14: "For 2,800 
evenings and 'mOrnings, then the holy place 
will be properly restored." 

Finally, those who push this objection 
create an unanswerable question for them
selves: If not twenty-four hours, how long, 
without the sun, could the first three 
days have been? The evenings and morn
ings of the first three days certainly could 
not ~have been long periods of light and 
darkness, because the plant life, created 
on the third day, could not have survived 
a nocturnal age. 

Additional proof for normal days is 

God's affirmation on Mount Sinai that he 
made the world in six twenty-four hour 
days: "For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth and sea and all that 
is in them and rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day 
and made it holy (Ex. 20:11). Our seven- ~ 
day week is based on the creation week, 
and the Sabbath day of the Jews has al
ways been a literal day, observed as a 
memorial to the seventh day of creation, 
upon which God rested. The verse does not 
read: "For in six eras the Lord made ... 
and rested the seventh e-ra," and there is 
no indication the days in this verse are ~ 
meant to be figurative (Notice again the 
ordinal accompaniment). Since the Sab
bath day mentioned is a twenty-four hour 
period at the end of a seven-day week, we 
must conclude that the seven days of the 
creation week, mentioned in the same 
verse, are also twenty-four hour days. 

The len~h of Adam's life provides more 
evidence for literal days. Although he lived 
through the sixth and seventh days, Adam 
died at the young age of 980-young if 
the sixth and seventh days were ages!
and he lived at least eight hundred of 
those years after the creation week (Gen. 
5 :4). Surely the days were not ages if 
Adam lived through two of them. 

Most importantly, the fallacy of the 
indeterminate-day theory can be estab
lished by default, since the theory fails to 
truly harmonize the creation and evolu
tion models. For example, the Bible states 
that fruit trees were created before marine 
life, while evolution teaches marine life 
existed millions of years before fruit trees. 
The Biblical account also teaches that the 
earth is older than the sun, while evolu
tionists believe the sun is much older. 
Since evolution and creation can not be 
harmonized, one must either accept the 
natural meaning of day in Genesis 1, and 
trust that evolution is false, or reject the 
historical reliability of the Biblical ac
count. No middle ground exists. 

In response to evolutionary science, 
which divides history into vast epochs, 
Christians should continue to believe the 
days of creation are normal days. Jesus' 
principle is: "I would that you were cold 
or hot," a principle which applies to all 
compromfse with worldly ways and ideas. 
Christains should trust the reliability of 
the Bible in all things, and . accept what ' 
the word day clearly mean~ in Genesis 1. ~) 

Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma ':.: 
City, OK 73111 .,";1 
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Warl Which Enemy? What Weapons and Strategy? (2) 
.JOHN A. COPELAND 

I• 

Last week we looked at the moral decadence of today's society, 
compared it with first century moral conditions, considered who 
our real enemy is and looked briefly at the approach to the prob
lem taken by first century Christians. In this conclusion, we will 

~ consider their strategy in more detail. 
The apostles did not negatively attack evil social ctmditions. 

' Slavery was the greatest blight on the social structure of the first 
century Roman empire. Historians have estimated that at least 

1. one out of every four adults were bond servants (slaves). The 

l
. apostles of Christ, however, did not openly oppose slavery. On 

the contrary, they commanded Christian slaves to obey their 
;.;... masters. Peter even added that servants should obey masters 
[ who treated them badly just as willingly as those who treated 
r them well. Paul did command Christian owners to treat their 
~ slaves well, realizing that both servant and master had a "Mas
, ter in heaven" with whom there is no respect of persons. Al-

i 

l 

though Paul pleaded with Philemon to forgive his run-away 
slave, Onesimus, and to accept him as a beloved brother, there is 
no hint anywhere in the writings of the apostles that they were 
actively campaigning against slavery. 

It is, however, an integral part of the gospel that "the truth" 
(the Word of God) will make men free, not only from their sins 
but in many other ways also. Therefore, as a result of conver
sion of both slaves and masters to the gospel, slavery among 
Christians disappeared during the second century; and 813 A.D., 
Constantine, the emperor, abolished slavery throughout the 
empire. 

_,, The apostles did not negatively attack the despotic g011ern-

!· ment. Paul commanded all Christians to be subject to the au
thority of the government because it was ordained of God. He 
added: "Render to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor.'' Nero was the emperor at the time Paul wrote this. He 
was one of the most immoral, corrupt and despotic rulers the 
empire ever had. Paul was not condoning Nero's actions; rather 
he was stating God's desire that Christians always exhibit a 
positive and obedient attitude toward ordained governments. 
Christians are to obey ordained governments, except when such 
governments prevent them from also obeying God. 

The apostles did not negatively attack pagan religions. After 
Paul visited Athens for the first time and walked through the 
city's streets observing the many pagan gods, including an in
scription "TO AN UNKNOWN GOD," he began his speech to 
the Athenians by saying, "I see that you are very religious." He 
then preached to them about the true God and about the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and the judgment. 

In Ephesus, Paul and his companions converted so many 
people that the silversmiths, who made their living by fashioning 
the obscene figurines of the goddess Diana, were forced to or
ganize a demonstration and create a confused rabble in an effort 
to stop the preaching of the gospel. It is clear, however, from 
the speech made by the town clerk, recorded in Acts 19 :35-41, 
that Paul and his companions had not actively opposed the god-

dess Diana. In verse 37 of that passage, the town clerk was able 
to say, without contradiction, "For ye have brought hither these 
men, who ar.e neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our 
goddess." · 

First century Christians were eager to teach the facts of the 
gospel to all men. Read Acts carefully. You will not find any 
negative or confrontation-type preaching. Their preaching was 
always about Jesus and his power to save men. When Paul was 
brought before Felix, a man full of intrigue and extortion, it is 
recorded that Paul reasoned with him about righteousness, self
control and the judgment. Also, when Paul was making his de
fense before Festus and Agrippa II, his principal argument 
was that they should become Christians, just as he was. 

We would do well, therefore, to imitate the first century even
gelistic thrust, using the four gospels and the Acts to guide us 
in our missionary efforts, while using the epistles for our own 
edification and that of our converts. 

Based on this perception of the attitude and approach of early 
Christians, it is reasonable to conclude that their preaching was 
always positive. As Paul said to the Corinthians, who were idol 
worshipers before their conversion, "I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

What was the result of this positi:u.e preaching? Historians 
have estimated that by the end of the first century at least 20% 
of the population of the Roman empire was Christian. In Acts 
17:6 we read that Paul's group was accused of having "turned 
the world upside down." In Acts 19:10 we read that "all they 
that dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and 
Greeks.'' In Colossians 1 :23 we read that the gospel had been 
preached "in all creation under heaven." Pliny, the governor of 
the province of Bithynia was asked by emporor Trajan to report 
on Christian activities in that province. In his report, Pliny 
complained that pagan temples were virtually abandoned be
cause so many people had been converted to Christianity. 

Conclusions. Chri"stians of the 20th century have not fulfilled 
their mission as well as first century Christians did. We deceive 
ourselves when we think that we can win this war against Satan 
and his allies without converting our society to the true gospel 
of Christ. Our society today is generally amcral. It has no fixed 
standards and it is apathetic to the creeping moral decay be
cause it does not know the teachings of God. We have not done 
our job well. 

If we ever hope to bring our society back to biblical moral 
standards we must vigorously use the weapons and strategy 
used by :arly Christians. We must convert a majority of our 
society. When that has been done, the liberal thinkers under 
Satan's direction will not dare to continue to lead us down the 
path of "glamorous" immorality. Their superiors, in their re
spective businesses, will not permit them to do so, because those 
businesses cater to the demands of the majority of society. 

-End of Series-

309 Mardi Gras Drive, El Paso, TX 79912 

7 [6791 



Is There an Emergency? 
A few months ago there was a disaster

ous earthquake in central Italy. A few of 
us phoned key people around the Broth
erhood, and in a short time over $150,000 
were raised to aid those who had been 
damaged. Recently an appeal went out in 
behalf of Brethren who are hungry in 
Poland, and again a wonderful response 
was forthcoming. This is as it should be, 
and the Church should be complimented 
for its generous response. 

The problem that I see and which 
moves me to write this article, is our very 
selective way of deciding what constitutes 
an emergency. Let me give an example. 
From time to time, I have accepted the 
responsibility of helping a worthy family 
raise the necessary financial support to 
get to a mission field. Suppose I were 
to go to the phone and say to several 
representative leaders of the Church 
across the nation, "Brother, I want to 
communicate to you a severe emergency 

. which requires our help. There is this 
nation which is filled with people who 
arc lost in spiritual darkness. Many of 

God's Tremendous Gift of Time 
During the fall of Corregidor during 

World War II time was rapidly running 
out. The "end" was in sight. Finance of
ficers brought out over $100,000 in soon
to-be-useless currency and set fire to it. 
One soldier lit a cigarette with a $100 bill. 
Money didn't really matter anymore with 
time running out. 

Time cannot accumulate and does not 
draw interest. And the only way to make 
use of time wisely is to spend it while 
you have it. Someone bas well said that 
time flies, but it is up to us to be its 
navigator. Time must be cherished and 
embraced as eagerly as we value talent 
and financial .resources. 

Time is an ever fleeting commodity. 
David well said, "So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom" (Psalms 90:12). If Sunday 
time were accounted for by all of us as 
some account for it, we would never open 
the doors to our church buildings. In wor
ship and service too many live as though 
time lasts forever. The psalmist also said, 
"Remember how short my time is • . ." 
(Psalms 89:47). 

Thoreau said, "You cannot kill time 
without injuring eternity." It is like a 
treasure which is only possessed while 
we are alive. Paul warningly reminds us: 
"Walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without, redeeming the time" (Col. 4:5). 
To "redeem'' something is to cash it in. 
Time must be "cashed in." 

God has arranged for just about every
thing important. Solomon will never let 
us forget it (Eccl. 3:1-8). Experience 
proves that most time is wasted, not in 
hours, but in minutes. A bucket with a 
small hole in the bottom gets just as empty 
as a bucket deliberately kicked over. 

When a machine is purchased, one 
usually wants to know the life expectancy 

8 [680] 

CARL MITCHELL 

them are dying today without the oppor
tunity of knowing about the saving grace 
of God in Christ. A family has been lo
cated that is willing to go warn those 
still living before it is too late. Will you 
seek help for us in the congregation of 
which you are a member, and will you 
get on the phone and call ten other in
fluential Brethren and ask them to do the 
same?" How far do you think I would get 
with such an appeal? How many would 
say, "Why Brother, that is no emergency, 
that is the way it is all of the time! I 
mean if there were a real emergency like 
an earthquake or a famine, then we would 
be glad to help, but I really don't see going 
somewhere to preach the gospel as an 
emergency." 

My appeal to the Church is to upgrade 
the world-wide preaching of the gospel 
to an emergency status. If you or I were 
in a lost condition, and we needed some
one to help us learn the truth so that we 
could be saved, and escape an eternal hell, 
would we consider that an emergency? 

(Continued on page 11) 

STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

of it. In a very real sense, we are ma
chines and the Bible is our operations 
manual. It even gives us our life ex
pectancy. So looking into the mirror of 
life, we must willfully alot time to include 
all that is most important. "See then that 
you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but 
as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil" (Eph. 5 :16). 

Most people desire success in life, yet 
it is often overlooked that the greatest 
success in the world is the ability to 
properly use time. Time is like flying an 
airplane. It can be flown and landed 
gracefully or it can be racked up. It all 
depends upon who is in control. 

Time is too often and too easily misused. 
Parents will find excuses to be away from 
the children or have the children out from 
under foot, then years later realize that 
the most important time was those pre
cious moments spent with the children. Our 
most important time is that spent with 
God· in spiritual pursuits. Avoiding en
counters in Christian fellowship is unwise 
for spiritual people. A little time with 
Jesus will well be worth it all (Rom. 8:18). 

Should Jesus return in my lifetime, I 
would rather be worshipping, praying, 
studying or sharing my faith than any
thing else. While so many hate, lie, cheat, 
steal, watch filthy movies, curse, dress 
immodestly, get drunk and refuse to con
fess Christ to others, Paul reminds us, 
"But this I say, the time is short" (1 Cor. 
7:29). 

The more time some are given the 
farther they drift from Christ. Some 
spend more time studying the zodiac, TV 
Guide and the latest stock report than 
they do in meditating on God's word. 
Time ought to make crops and people 
grow, yet we have lost time's sense of 
value (James 4:14). 

This Didn't Have To Happen 
RICHARD HALL 

She was taken for $325.00 and she didn't 
have to be. She needed some roof work 
done and she had called some contractors 
but they didn't want the job. It was too 
small, not worth their time so they 
wouldn't even come out much less give a 
bid on the job. She lives alone and doesn't 
know much about roofing except that the 
moss needed to be cleaned off so she was 
pleasantly surprised when two young men 
came by saying they were going door to 
door trying to start a roofing company . 
and wondered if she needed any work ' 
done. She's at least seventy and was wor
ried about her roof for this Winter so 
she jumped at it. They did the job and 
charged her $325.00 for it. The next day 
she read about them in the paper. That's 
right, a scam. They were long gone and 
she was short $325.00. 

This is a tragic story. The job should 
have cost under $100.00. She overpaid 
$200.00. That's bad enough because she 
needs that money badly. She barely gets 
by anyway. However, the real tragedy is 
that she1s an active and beloved part of 
the local church. She didn't need to pay 
anyone else to do the job. The church is -,.. 
a family and she had brothers in this 
family who would have done it for her 
because they love her. But for some reason 
she didn't call for help. 

Perhaps her pride was involved. Maybe 
she wanted to be independent. Could be 
that it never entered her mind to call on 
the church for "non-spiritual" help. It 
could be too that we have not stressed 
being a family enough. Which means we 
not only give help, but we take it. She's 
also one of many in the family who'll pay 
a taxi, pay a high price for groceries to 
the only store in town who delivers, or 
walk before she'll call for help. "I don't 
want to bother anyone." Sister, it's no 
bother. 

Let's create an atmosphere where we 
can ask each other for help. Elders let 
the church know, especially the widows, 
that they should feel very free to call for 
help. Let the body (congregation) know 
that their mechanical, bookkeeping, car
pentry, driving, etc., abilities are needed 
just as their teaching abilities and serve 
the same goal of ministering. Elders, don't 
assume they'll call if they need help. They 
won't. Encourage them to, check on them. 
This tragedy didn't need to happen. 
1701 West Main Street, Medford, Oregon 
97501 

We must prepare ourselves for that 
moment when our physical clocks will 
strike twelve midnight. "The time is short" 
(Rev. 1 :8). Paul clarifies that the moment 
to get right with God is nqw (2 Cor. 6:2). 
Life is like a postcard. One writes as 
though he has plenty of space only to find 
himself cramming words together at the 
end. We cannot cram life into a few brief 
moments at the end. Live. life now for 
Jesus' sake. Redeem the time now. 
2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
48506 
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How Well Do You Read? 
CHARLES YOUNG 

A mistake most often made when reading the Bible is assum
ing that the Bible says something when it doesn't. How carefully 
do you read your Bible? Take the following test and see how 
you do. Remember, the questions ask you to answer according to 
what the Bible says. Read· each question carefully and then 
check your answers. Grade yourself and see how you stand: 

TorF 

TorF 

TorF 

TorF 

18-20 Fantastic! 
16-17 Excellent! 
14-15 Good, but pay more attention to detail. 
12-13 Read more carefully! 

1. According to the description in Revelation 22 on 
which side of the "river of the water of life" is 
the "tree of life" located? 

2. How many times did Israel march around the 
walls of Jericho before the walls fell? 

3. The people of Israel crossed the Jordan River on 
dry ground. 

4. We all have enjoyed that old spiritual, "Swing 
low, Sweet Chariot, comin for to carry me home." 
Who was carried into heaven in a chariot? 

5. Moses cast down his~d before Pharoah and it 
be~ame a serpent. 

6. How many cows did No h take on the ark with 
him? I 

7. Who wrote the book of Revelations? 
8. You can find two chapte~s in the Bible exactly 

the same, word for word. \ 
9. According to the Bible the~e is a way of knowing 

how many wise men visit~ Jesus in the stable. 
--- 10. In the New Jerusalem, how\often will the tree of 

life yield new fruit? , 
--- 11. Who wrote Proverbs 31, tHe description of the 

"Worthy Woman"? 
--- 12. What woman once dreamed of Jesus? 
--- 13. Often Biblical characters are known by two names. 

What great king ·of Israel was named Jedidiah, 
beloved of God? 

--- 14. When born who was known as beautiful before 
God? 

Tor F 16. Joshua was tol~ to take off his shoes because he 
was standing on dry ground. 

Tor F 16. The Bible says Salome danced before Herod and 
then asked for the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter. 

--- 17. Who cut off Samson's hair? 
T or F 18. When the death angel passed over Egypt all the 

first born in Egypt without blood on the door post 
died. 

19. How many yaers did Jacob work before he mar
ried Rachel? 

--- 20. How many days went by after Jesus ascended into 
heaven until the church was started on the day 
of Pentecost? 

ANSWERS: 
1. Right? Left? Either is wrong, both are right. According to 

the description in Revelation 22 the tree of life is on both 
sides of the river of life. The correct answer is both. See 
v.2. 

2. A simple math question which adds up to 18. The Israelites 

marched around once each day for six days and then seven 
times on the seventh day. 6+7=13. See Joshua 6:3-4. 

3. True. You might have said false thinking it was the Red 
Sea. Actually it is both. They entered the promised land as 
they left Egypt, on dry ground. See Joshua 3:13. 

4. If you guessed Elijah you're wrong. Elijah did not go into 
heaven in a chariot. The Bible says a chariot of fire sepa
rated Elijah and Elisha and Elijah went up "by a whirlwind 
into heaven.'' See 2 Kings 2:11. The answer is no one. 

5. This was an easy one learned years ago in Bible class, or is 
it easy. The correct answer is FALSE. Moses did not cast 
down the rod that became a serpent before Pharoah. Before 
Pharaoh the one that performed the miracle was his brother 
Aaron! See Ex. 7:10. 

6. This one is tricky. The answer given most quickly is 2. 
Those who do not know that God commanded seven pair of 
clean animals, not one pair can't believe it when they read it. 
Those who now unthinkingly may answer 14. That too is 
wrong. There were seven cows and seven bulls. The correct 
answer is 7. ·See Genesis 7:2. 

7. No one. There was only one revelation. The book in the 
Bible is Revelation, not Revelations. A small thing, but call 
Bible things by Bible names. 

8. This is true. 2 Kings 19 and Isaiah 37 are word for word the 
same in the King James version. Most newer translations 
follow the KJV example and translate them word for word 
the same. The verses are not marked the same, however. 

9. This is TRUE. The Bible does teach exactly how many wise 
men there were visiting Jesus in the stable-ZERO (0). 
The wise men visited Jesus in a "house." The wise men never 
saw Jesus in the stable. Every nativity scene showing three 
wise men visiting Jesus in the "manger," not only miss what 
the Bible says about how many there were, but where they 
were too. See Matthew 2 :9-11. 

10. Every month. Revelation 22:3 suggest the tree will bare 
12 kinds of fruit, a new fruit each month. 

11. Solomon, no doubt. You have probably heard your preacher 
attribute it to Solomon many times. That's wrong. The cor
rect answer is Lemuel, king of Massa. See Proverbs 31.1. 

12. This was perhaps tough, but easy. Pilate's wife "suffered 
much over him (Jesus) in a dream." See Matthew 27:19. 

13. We don't remember SOLOMON by this name. But he was 
called thi's in 2 Samuel12:25 by Nathan (or God). 

14. Moses. See Hebrews 11 :23 and Acts 1 :20. 
16. Obviously false because it was Moses. But, again this is 

tricky. The answer is TRUE. Joshua also was told to take 
off his shoes because he was standing on holy ground. See 
Joshua 5:15. 

16. False. The Bible never tells us the name of the girl. The 
name Silome comes from tradition, not Bible. See Matthew 
14 and Mark 6. 

17. Delilah-Nope! This calls for careful reading. The Bible 
says she put him to sleep and then called for a man who 
shaved hi's head. See Judges 16:19. 

18. False. It was only the firse born male, right? No, it was all 
the first born, male or female. What is wrong is that there 
was no "death angel." The Bible says God passed over and 
smote the first born, not an angel. See Exodus 12 :12, 29. 
Don't count it right unless you knew why it was false. 

19. The correct answer is 7. He worked 7 years and was tricked 
by Laban and given Leah. He had to work another 7 years to 
get Rachel, but he got to marry her a week after he married 
Leah. See Genesis 29:27. 

20. 10 days. See Acts 1-2 and figure it out. The key is knowing 
Pentecost was 60 days after the passover. Jesus died during 
the passover feast. He appeared on earth for 40 days ~ter 
he was raised. See Acts 1 :3. Thus, 10 days after he went mto 
heaven, the church started. 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, MI 49601 
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A NEW MISSION EFFORT 

On August 22, nearly 100 people gath
ered at Lubbock International Airport to 
send off Rolland and J essie McLean and 
Shawn and Linda Tyler to enter a new 
mission work in Kenya. They will be spon
sored by the Quaker A venue Church in 
Lubbock, with cooperating support from 
about eight other congregations. The seed 
impulse for this new effort was planted 
four years ago when Willie Sang came 
from Kenya to Lubbock Christian College 
on a track scholarship. Willie's father is a 
former schoolmate and friend of the cur
r ent president of Kenya. Willie began 
urging the brethren at Quaker Avenue 
to go to his home area with the gospel 
soon after he began his association with 
the Lubbock church. 

Rolland McLean, an experienced evan
gelist based in Lampasas, Texas and 
Shawn Tyler, graduate of the Farmers 
Branch Bible Training Work and asso
ciated for the past two years with the 
Rochelle Road Church in Irving, along 
with wives Jessie and Linda, were select
ed to go as missionaries. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
When you send In a li st or new subscrip

tions to the Firm Foundation, please be 
&ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and s tate. 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429-1403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHlTIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach , 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOl OF PREACHING 
1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-262-3911 

7.95 

Harding lectures 
1981 

Finn Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send _______ copies of Harding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name ______ _ 

Address 

City ___ _ __ State, _ __ ·----ZiP·---

~~~=~====~=~=~ 
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IS THERE AN EMERGENCY? 

(Continued from page 7) 
Recently, I calculated that if the total 
unevangelized of the world (about three 
billion) were to march by a reviewing 
stand at the rate of 1000 per minute, it 
would take five and a half years for them 
to pass by. And that is the portion of the 
world that is being evangelized by no one 
from the very broad classification of 
"Christendom." If we speak of the portion 
of the world that has yet to be evangelized 
by the Church, then we are speaking of 
almost the whole world population. 

I have wondered what would constitute 
a spiritual emergency, so far as members 
of the Church are concerned. What would 
the conditions have to be? How do we 

.. think God sees the lost world? Do we 
think he sees the present spiritual state 
of the world as an emergency condition? 
If God's heart was torn by the rebellion 
of Ephraim (Hosea 11:1-9), how does he 
feel when he sees the lost of India or of 

• China? Would the Jesus who wept over the 
future destruction of Jerusalem (Luke 
19:41-44), weep any less over the Satanic 
destruction of souls which goes virtually 
unchallenged throughout the world today? 

What would happen if the Church de
cided to really see the lost world as an 
emergency? I believe a number of things 

" would change. If we were convinced that 
our contribution was going to be used 

primarily for the preaching of the gospel 
to the lost, we would give sacrificially. 
The Church would be out looking for peo
ple to send out to preach everywhere. 
Parents would bring up their children to 
share the message of salvation with the 
lost of the world. Preaching and Bible 
class teaching would have as a recurrent 
theme, "world evangelism." Members 
would demand that local personal ser
vices be donated by local members, and 
the funds used to pay for those services 
would be rechanneled to evangelism. A 
great army of members who ~ave .sk!lls 
that can be used overseas or m m1ss1on 
areas of the United States, would seek 
employment in such places in order to 
evangelize. Those who are getting ready 
for retirement would begin looking for 
their particular mission target area long 
before retirement so that those last years 
could be their most fruitful years for the 
Lord. Less emphasis would be placed on 
our own "creature comforts," in the pro
cess of achieving a total mobilization for 
world outreach. In short, the Church of 
the twentieth century would become like 
the Church of the first century. Isn't it 
about time? 
Harding University 

---o---
Re-prints of any single page article appearing 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
ies not accepted. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

For less Than ° 1 vear-$1o.oo 
0 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho a vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City /State/Zip 

Signature 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernpl.qyees 
o.,: 

cbc~cbes a,: cb~rftt 
fDSCJR.Orx:e gR.CXJp 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G. GROUP HEALTH PLAN-Major 

Medical Expense Benefits For Employees 
And Dependents 

• MAXIMUM BENEFIT • • • • . • $250,000.00 

• IN-HOSPITAL io% of the first $3,000.00 
100% of the balance for balance 

of calendar year. 
Room and Board up to $150.00 
and $300.00 for intensive care . 

• OUT-PATIENT •. 80% of office visits plus 
80% of prescription drugs 

• SUPPLEMENTAL ACCIDENT • • • • • • No 
Deductible 

Covers 100% up to $500.00 

• MATERNITY • • • . Covered as any other 
illness would be 

• GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
INCLUDED • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $5,000.00 

• DEDUCTIBLE • • • • • • . • In-Hospital none 
Out-Patient Care $100.00 

• MAXIMUM FAMILY 
DEDUCTIBLE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $300.00 

• FAMILY RATE <Monthly) ...... $104.52 
(Under Age 55) 

• SINGLE RATE (Monthly . . . . . . . $44.38 
<Under Age 55) 

• ENROLLMENT FEE 
(One nme Only) .•••••.. • • · · $25.00 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.J.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serfling the Neetl of 011r Bretbrm 
Smee 1975" 
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TEN STUDENTS BAPTIZED IN 
KENYA BIBLE COURSE 

Larry Stephens 
Ten World Bible School students were 

baptized in a five day BACK TO THE 
BIBLE course in Vihiga, Kenya. 50 stu
dents were in attendance. Forty of the 
students had completed World Bible 
School courses while the remaining ten 
are church leaders in Kenya. 

Over 1200 names and addresses had 
been received from WBS teachers in the 
United States since the previous course in 
1980. All of these were sent application 
forms for the course and about 300 re
turned the completed forms. Because of 
limited facilities. we sent out 180 ac
ceptance letters and of these 50 came to 
the course. 

Teachers, besides the Kisumu team, in
cluded Phil Palmer, an apprentice with 
the MARK program of Abilene Christian 
University, James Omole, Nicholas On
somu, Henry Makoha, and Dennis Okoth. 
All of these ·men are experienced Bible 
teachers. 

Our special guest speaker at the course 
was Brother Etim Asuquo who is a 
preacher in Lagos, Nigeria. Four Nigerian 
churches purchased Brother Asuquo's air
line ticket. Etim was baptized in 1953. 
He has been the preacher at the Lawan
son congregation in Lagos since 1965 when 
that church began. He was exploring the 
possibility of having similar BACK TO 
THE BIBLE courses in Nigeria to fol
low-up WBS students. 

The success of the BACK TO THE 
BIBLE course cannot be measured in bap
tisms only. This course is the fourth to 
be held since 1979 and each has resulted 
in the starting of new congregations. One 
man who attended the August 1980 
course started a church in his home and 
has baptized 80 in the past year. One de
nominational preacher was baptized dur
ing the Vihiga course, and his goal is to 
teach and convert the five congregations 
he has been working with the past few 
years. 

We ask all teachers of World Bible stu
dents in Kenya to send us the names and 
addresses of students who have COM
PLETED one or more entire Bible courses 
(not just the introductory lessons). 
Brother Dean Clutter of the Lawson Road 
Church of Christ in Rochester, New York 
will be our special guest speaker for our 
next course in April. Please send your 
students' names to: Kisumu Team, P.O. 
Box 1574, Kisumu, Kenya, East Africa. 

EUROPEAN MISSION 
SEMINAR HELD IN MEMPHIS 

The first European Missions Seminar 
was held from August 18-20 at the Syca
more View church building in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Over 100 elders, former mis
sionaries, prospective missionaries and 
friends of missions in Europe met to evalu
ate, discuss and promote mission work 
in those 15 countries. 

The elders of the Sycamore View church 
sponsored this Seminar in connection with 
their support of Howard Bybee, who is re
cruiting mission teams for Western Eu
rope. The members of two recently formed 
teams were present at the Seminar. One 
team of three couples is going to Con
senza, Italy, next year, and the other team 
of five couples has been formed to enter 
Lisbon, Portugal, within the next 12 
months. 

Bybee, who began his recruiting two 
years ago, describes his work as simply, 
"looking for leaders, presenting them with 
in-depth information about the European 
field, and then presenting them with a 
specific challenge." 

Howard Bybee, planner and coordinator 
of the program, emphasized that one of the 
goals of the European Missions Seminar 
was to ·make pertinent and current in
formation available to churches, mission 
committees, and prospective missionaries. 
All lectures, papers and reports were pro
fessionally recorded and can be ordered. 
For information, write Sycamore View 
church of Christ, 1910 Sycamore View, 
Memphis, TN. 38134. 

Brecheen/Foulkner 
British Isles Tour 

August 5-19,1982 
See Edinburgh, Trossachs, Sir 
Walter Scott Country, Medieval 
Chester, Shakespeare's Strat
ford on A von, four nights in 
London, Killarney and Dublin 
areas of peaceful, friendly 
Southern Ireland. 
"You will love Southern Ireland." 

A July 1981 Tourist 

Send for a brochure. 
Carl Brecheen or Paul Faulkner 

Box 7518 Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Bible Professors who conduct Marriage 
Enrichment Seminar recently filmed by 
Sweet Publishing Co. 

12th Anniversory ontl Homecoming Nov. 8 
in conjunction with that there will be a Gospel Meeting thru 
the 11th. 
All former members are urged to attend and are invited to a 
luncheon after the morning service. 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST, 124 S. Grace St., Crockett, Texas 
Thomas Seay Jr. will be the Speaker. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901-761-1350 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

SJ395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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27 BAPTIZED IN IVORY COAST 
FRENCH WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL 

FOLLOW-UP 

Jerry L. DaYidson 
For our trip to l Yory Coast in July, we 

had prayed and planned. Our tea chers in 
ECOLE MONDIALE DE LA BIBLE 
(World Bible School) had done their part 
by sending itineraries to the students. 
Since this would be the first follow-up 
work for the French World Bible School, 
nat urally we wer e anxious to see the re
sults. Now we know how effective this 
work can be. 

I chose to go to Ivory Coast, because we 
had received over 500 1·equests for the 
course from there. It was indeed thrilling 
to see many of these students turn out at 
predesignated places after receiving our 
itinerary. During the month's stay in 
Jyory Coast, we saw 27 baptized and two 
new congregations established. 

hospital at Dabou. In fact, a medical ad
ministrator is being sought by this hos
pital. 

Ivory Coast enjoys a great deal of free
dom and it is one of the more politically 
and economically stable countries in 
Africa. 

Information about the work in Ivory 
Coast may be obtained by writing Robert 
Prater, B.P . 336, Dabou, Ivory Coast, 
West Africa or Carl Robinson, Creive Hall 
Church of Christ, 4806 Trousdale Dr., 
Nashville, TN. 37220. 
940 Old Wood Rd., Oxford, AL. 36203 

----,o---
ONTARIO CHURCH SEEKS HELP 

TO BUY PROPERTY 

A Firm Fonn <lntlon s ubscr iption malces a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary girt. 

BLUE CROSS-BlUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuom eurollment with 

two plam to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
M ay of1982 witb 110 i11crease 

from last year 
Contact: 

;. At the present time, the only American 
working with the church in Ivory Coast is 
Robert Prater who is located at the town 
of Dabou. '!'here is a desperate need for 
sevP.ral families to enter Ivory Coast and 
locate in key areas. There are openings 
for Christian doctors and nurses at the 

The Congregation of 48 members in 
Hamilton, Ontario has a unique oppor
tunity to move to a building seating 350. 
Chuch building and house on main street, 
one acre, paved, well-maintained. Total 
cost $435,000. Half already raised. Re
mainder needed by December, 1981. City 
has 500,000 people, existing building in
adequate for growth. Contact Blake Gieg, 
121 lvon Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 
1-416-549-2597. 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plmzs only offered to workers among 
Churcbes of Christ Foreign 117 orkers 
aud studmts ill trainiug for full time 

I 
I 

~ -

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: 

work covered at same rate as 
reside11t Americans 

Coverage good auywhere 

Only for owners of the 
Milleuuial Harbinger 

NOW you can quickly 
locate a wealth of 

information with the 

''Milleuuial Harbinger INDEX'' 
The only exhaustive INDEX to the 
Millennial Harbinger ever printed 

The INDEX will become the most used 
and valuable volume of your set. 

776 pages. Only 519.95 (plus 82.00 postage) 
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Bill Flatt, 1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, 
Tn. 38117: Two hundred and sixty-six stu
dents are enrolled for the Fall Semester 
of classes at the Harding Graduate School 
of Religion in Memphis. They are from 

thirty states and four foreign countries. 
134 of these students are enrolled in the 
Master of Theology program which takes 
three years of full-time work to complete. 
54 are new students. 

BOLUDE YOUR ZIP OODB 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

~ Jani:aMi~ CIJllRd:iotL 
EXCITING NEW COOKBOOK AVAILABLE NOW 

By Mrs. Burton (Sissy) Collman 

Only a limited number were printed. Also, we feel fortunate in being able to offer a book of 
this quality at the price indicated. Over 600 recipes! All recipes (except one) displayed at a 
single opening! Book opens flat at every page! Washable cover! Large print! Quality paper! 
This collection, acquired during a half-century of testing, is UNIQUE! Brides, graduates, in 
fact, any head of a culinary operation would treasure this book as a GIFT! 

Order from PRICE ............................ $12.95 
Mrs. B. Coffman Texas residents add 6o/o state taxes ...... $ .78 
2108 Branard ALL mail orders add $1.22 postage, wrapper $ 1.22 
Houston, Texas TOTAL (for Texas mail orders) .......... $14.95 

Order Your 
Copy NOW! 77098 TOTAL FOR OUT OF STATE ORDERS ...... $14.17 

Checks or money orders should be made payable to Mrs. Thelma B. Coffman 

ORDER FROM ABOVE ADDRESS, OR TELEPHONE DAY OR NIGHT, ESPECIALLY ON HOLIDAYS, SUNDAYS 
AND SATURDAYS WHEN RATES ARE LOW: (713) 524-9766. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ELEVENTH INTERNATIONAL EVANGELISM 

BIBLE LECTURESHIP AND WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 21 • 25, 1981 

THE JOY OF SALVATION 
PSALM 51 

Wed. Oct. 21 
7:30p.m. 

Thurs. Oct. 22 

"Joy of Evangelizing The West Indies" 
Roger Dickson 

9:30·9:50 a.m. "Joy of Singing & Scripture Reading" Joe Owen 
9:50-10:00 Announcements 

10:00-10:50 "Winning Woman & God" 
"Joy of Church Growth" 

11:00-11:50 "Joy of Foreign Missions" 

Isabel Turner 
Bill Stewart 
Bill Brewer 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 
1:30-2:20 

2:30-3:20 

3:30-4:20 

7:00-7:30 
7:30 

Fri. Oct. 23 
9:30-9:50 a.m. 
9:50-10:00 

10:00-10:50 

11 :00-11 :50 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 
1:30-2:20 
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"Joy of a Strong Christian Home" 
Barbara Allison 

LUNCH 
"Joy of Greek" (NT) Dub Deloach 
"Joy of our Lord as a Mighty Fortress" 

Carla Owen 
"Heroes of the Faith"(Military) Don Yelton 
"Joy of Small Local Work" V. W. Hayhurst 
"Foreign Missions Seminar" Bill Brewer 

Bob Buchanan, Ray Hooper 
Roger Jeal, Roger Dickson, Royce Sartain 

"Joy & How-To of TV Evangelism" - 1 

"Joy of Prison Ministry" 

SPECIAL SINGING 
"The Joy of Salvation" 

David Watson 
Ken Laird 

Aubrey Norris 

Roy Smalling 

"Joy of Singing & Scripture Reading" Joe Owen 
Announcements 
"Joy of Snatching From the Fire" Roy Smalling 
"Joy of 0. T. Events•• Paul Shero 
"Joy of Positive Living" J. J. Turner 
"Joy of Prayer" Joy McMillan 
LUNCH 
"Greek Studies" Dub Deloach 
"Learning to Present the Gospel" (Women) 

Barbara Kee 

1 :30·2 .20 won·l.) "Military Christian Work With Civilian Mission-
aries" Ken Beard 

2:30·3:20 "Joy & How-To of TV Evangelism"- 2 
David Watson 

3:304:20 

7:00-7:30 
7:30 

Sat. Oct.. 24 
9:30-9:50 a.m. 
9:50-10:00 

10:00-10:50 

11:00-11:50 

12:00·1 :30 p.m. 
1:30-2:20 

2:30-3:20 

3:304:20 

7:00-7:30 
7:30 

Sun. Oct. 25 
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

10:30-12:00 p.m. 
6:00p.m. 

"Joy of Soul Winning in India" Ray Hooper 
"Joy of Ministry of Studying God's Word" 

Paul Pollard 
Jack Reece "Joy of Christ as High Priest"- 1 

SPECIAL SINGING 
"The Joy of Soul Winning" Jerry Humphries 

"Joy of Singing & Scripture Reading" ~oe Owen 
Announcements 
"Joy of a Successful Spiritual Life" 

Barbara Allison 
"Joy of Evangelizing Canada" Ro~er Jeal 
"Lessons Learned Working With the M•litary" 

Charles Davis 
"Joy of Suffering for Jesus" Ray Hooper 
"Joy of Bearing One Another's Burdens" 

Joy McMillan 
LUNCH 
"Greek Classes" Dub Deloach 
"God's Backup Forces" Virginia Davis 
"Joy of Building a Soul Winning Local Work" 

J. J. Turner 
"Joy of Preaching the Word" Edward P. Myers 
"Joy of Chri~ as High Priest"· 2 Jack Reece 
"Joy & How-To of Biblical Counseling" 

Lynn McMillan 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
"Joy of Forgiveness" Joe Jones 

"Joy of Family Life" 
"Joy of Giving" 
"Joy of Heaven" 

Lynn McMillan 
Jim Young 

Edward P. Myers 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertlalnc in this section $1.50 per Une. Designed especially to accommodate conS"recationa 

advertiaing meetin~r places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking- preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Persona) Evan~lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-&800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 &: 10:30 A.M. &: 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. 7:03 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., ZO N. Irvin~ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capitnl & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0&3&. Worship with us---Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OHATHA!I, N. J.. FalrmQ.unt and Southern 
Blvd., 079.28. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frlenda in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA. Y A.llJllA. SCHOOL OF PIREA.CHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Pleasanton, CnUfornfA 94506 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAll. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seatt~1 Wash. 981&6. If you know 
10meono moving to me Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 

~em. ___ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~---------
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 
Paul Harper, 473-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Log11n 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, '10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989·2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND.. 2205 E. Morgan Ave.. 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Uart. Offlee 4'7'7-
5271. Bobb',. Wade, Min. 4'76-4056. 
Gospel Preacher Needed to work with small Congre
gation in Northeast Texas. Home furnished with 
limited Salary. Contact: Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 368, Celeste, TX '16423, (214) 668-4642. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2660 or W. P • .Jolly, Min. '191i-2811. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If int3rested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call '107/448-8567 .'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
The CHURCH OF CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need of a sound Preacher 38 to 66 years of age. 
For congregation of '10 to 76 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. house and all utilities furnished. Salary 
open. Write or call collect to HENRY MERRICK, 
PO 594, GROOM, TEXAS, '19089. PH. 806-248-2961. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
87922. 
"SURPLUS JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS. Car inven
tory value $2,148.00 sold for $100. For information 
on purchasinB' similar bars:ains call 602/941-8014. 
Ext.: 666. Phone call refundable." 
"CHRISTIAN MSW SOCI;=::A::;L~W~O:=::R=KER=~N;;Eo.:ED=ED:;:;;::; 
to work with the Madison Children's home, Madison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Call Niclc • 
Boone at 615/868-4696 or 868-3360 for information.'' 

'"BIBLE College Training through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 
YUltJA., ARIZ., Ulil W. ~8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. &: 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
paclcage. :Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If Interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-'198-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Addre11s resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 186, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 286, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2666, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, :Minnesota. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78365. 
Phone: 512/348-3006. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Gradu
ate of Sunset School of Preaching. Seven years full
time preaching. 39 years of age, married with six 
children. Additional baclcground in radio broad
casting and sales. Would consider work in this area. 
Call 816/235-3854 Joe Mitchell." 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 468-6852 

Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX '18016, 
("512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
bouseparents. We can offer you a salary, living ex
penses, medical insurance~ retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 8'1801 or call 1·606-863-5530. 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Indepth Bible Studies-Bible Related Subjects, 
Write For FREE Information. 

P.O. Box 2255, West Monroe. LA .• 71291-0043 
EXPERIENCED GOSPEL PREACHER DESIRES 
CHANGE: CALL (916) 967-6485. 
"'Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
666. Phone Call refundable." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
1974 Superior Travel Van, 13 captain chairs, 3 
tables, Dodge chasis, Am/Fm 8 Tracie, AC, 23,000 
miles, Good Condition, $6000, call (806) 362-5647. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Chureh of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1216, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
JOB INFORMATION-Alaskan and Overseas em
ployment. Great income potential. Call 602-941-8014, 
Dept. 566. Phone call refundable. 
The Church at Terra Bella, California can furnish 
3-bedroom, double-wide mobile home on 2 acres by 
church building for preacher who can furnish re
mainder of support. EnS"Iish, Spanish, or bi-lingual. 
New building, new work, mission area. Near foot
bills between Fresno and Bakersfield. Write Ed 
Sisemore, Rt. 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, Ca. 98270, 
or call 209/585-4339 or 209/'181-4441. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Seven years full-time 
work with baclcground in public school teaching and 
government service plus part-time preaching, per
sonal work, campaign work, bus ministry. No hob
bies. I preach only the truth in love. Write to Bill 
King, Box 346, Larned, Kansas 67650, or Telephone 
1-316-285-6143. 
Wanted: Book which is out of print, "The Origin 
and Destiny of Man" by W. W. Otey. Garnett 
Little, Rt. 2. Box 2578, Grandview. Wa 98930. 
Preacher. Wanted. Small church 18 mi. south of 
Lubbock. Texas. Farming community. New 3 B.R. 
home. Fully supported. Also mission work in N.E. 
Good schools. Elders, New Home, Texas. Phones: 
806/998-4904 ; 924-7578; 924-7287 ; 924-7454. 

LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our Nationai 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
61'1 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in 
Chula Vista, California. Please send resume and 
Pi.cture to Pete Campbell, 928 Piccard Ave., San 
D1ego, Ca. 92154 or call (714) 690-2960 or - 421-
5800 in the evening.-;;~:::--;:--:-:-::---:--:---:-----:. 
"Church of Chriaf. Pixley, California desires eound 
gospel preacher for fulltime position. Prefer mature 
family man between ages of 25 and 55. Good salary 
plus home, utilities and other benefits. Send resume 
to Church of Christ, c/o W. Clark, 1182 Heritage 
Court, Toulare, CA 93274." 

INVESTIGATE! The Flll"DI Foundatloa 
t:rles to acreeu advertt•ln.:-, ADd will not 
knowlngl,. take questionable ad-vertising. 
But lt Is the reader's reaponalbiUty to In
vestigate. Like an7 other paper, we aome
Umea unmttlnJ;l7 run AD unworthy ad. 
As the old sa7lng J;Oes, before you Invest. 
lnvestiJ;ntel 

LECTURE PROGRAM ON 
RELIGIOUS HISTORY SCHEDULED 

OCT. 27 AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 
Dr. Frank Pack, distinguished profes

sor of religion at Pepperdine University, 
has been selected as the second annual 
lecturer for the University's William M. 
Green Distinguished Christian Scholar lec
ture program, scheduled Tuesday, Oct. 
27 at Pepperdine's Malibu campus. 

The public event will begin at 7:30p.m. 
in Elkins Auditorium at Pepper.dine, 24255 
Pacific Coast Highway. 

Beginning its second year, the lecture
ship is designed for students and the 
interested public as a forum for the ad
vancement of Christian scholarships. 

Charles Elledge Hill, 6920 Hightower, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, 76112, Oct. 2: The 
Rendon congregation just closed a good 
meeting with Jack Orbison doing the 
preaching. Jack preached the truth with 
force and love. I am now well into my 
sixth year as preacher for this congre~ 
gation. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
1es "'" accepted. 

Parent Counselors 
Wanted 

Parent counselors are 
wanted to live in a family-type 
setting for handicapped 
younger adults-a home 
under the direction of Elders 
of the Garland Road Church 
of Christ with professional 
supervision provided. 

Couples who are interested 
should send a letter giving 
general information and re
questing appointment for in
terview to W. L. McCall urn, 
10801 Garland Road, Dallas, 
Texas 75218. 
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NORTHEASTERN CHRISTIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 

BillLELANDS TOUR 

January 15, 1982 To January 31, 1982 

With 

Larry Roberts, President 

$1,975.00 INCLUSIVE 
FROM NEW YORK 

• Greece 
Visiting 

• Israel 
• Jordan • Egypt 

The tour has been designed to include the areas in these countries which are most meaningful to 
Biblical historians such as Petra, the rose-red Nabataean city, carved from solid rock. In Israel, mem
bers of the tour will visit the sights in and around Jerusalem, Caesarea and Tiberias. Egypt has been 
included in the tour with special emphasis on the Pyramids and the Sphinx and the Cairo museums. 
See brochure for details. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
"The Fine Print" 

TOUR PRICE: (Land & Air) includes roundtrip air transportation via Olympic Airways and other airlines New York • Athens • Amman • 
Cairo • Athens - New York; surface transportation by private motorcoach; first class and deluxe hotels with private bath/shower; Con· 
tinental Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner each day, except Lunch on January 29 at Cairo; sightseeing as specified with paid admission fees 
and English speaking guides; services of a local guide in Jordan and Israel and of a local host in Egypt and Greece; transfers between 
transportation terminals; handling of passenger suitcases (one); hotel service charges, state and local taxes, tips to baggage porters, 
hotel and other staff or personnel; visa fees and handling charges; airport departure taxes. Enzor Travel Service also includes $1,000 
trip cancellation insurance per tour member. 

TO:· Mr. K. C. Tessendorf, ENZOR TRAVEL SERVICE 
3501 N. Washington Blvd., Arlington, Virginia 22201 

We (I) will be going. Enclosed is our (my) tour deposit of $100 (each) payable to ENZOR TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. I 
understand final payment is due at your office before December 5, 1981, and that my deposit is refundable on demand 
before that date. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE PRICE $1,975 ($200 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT) WAS COMPUTED BY REF· 
ERENCE TO LAND AND AIR RATES IN EFFECT IN MAY 1981 AND MAY BE ALTERED BY PRICE CHANGES. 

IT 20Al2055 
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The first GULF COAST BUS WORKERS CLINIC was held in Bay City, 
Texas. This was a co-operative effort of four congregations of the Lord's 
church; Sixth St. in Bay City, Frazier St. in Conroe, Getty St. in Uvalda, 
and Westbury in Houston. 

Tho keynote spealer was Stan Addis of W illiamstown, West Virginia, who 
did an outsta nding job. Othe rs on the program were Ray Melton, Mike 
Kollet, J amos Davis, Thomas Mcintire, Claunose Davis, Pat Casey, Leonard 
Satterwhite , Randy G reen, C. D. Davis, and Amy Davis. 

Tho GULF COAST BUS WO RKERS CLINIC was atte nded by some 250 
bus workers from all over T oxas. 

Austin, Texas, November 3, 1981 
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The Hot Springs Soul-Winning 
Workshop 

It !Was our privilege recently to have a part in a 
powerful soul-winning workshop in Hot Springs, Ar
kansas. 'Hosted by the Richard Street church, and 
conducted in the beautiful convention center of the 
city, the event drew over 1,000 people from several 
states. 

It should have drawn ten thousand. 
Powerful speakers and great church builders like 

Cline Paden of Sunset in Lubbock, Jerry Jones of Hard
ing University, Doyle Maynord of San Antonio, Charles 
Hodge of Fort Worth, G. P. Holt of Indianapolis, Jule 
Miller of Houston, AI Jolly of Midland and many others, 
discussed for three days our opportunities, responsi
bilities and hindrances regarding the church's fore
most task-the evangelization of the world. 

The event was supported by numerous area congre
gations, and was attended by concerned Christians 
from Tulsa to Atlanta, and from San Antonio to In
dianapolis. None could have done a better job of arrang
ing the program and conducting the workshop than did 
the personable and talented preacher of the Richard 
Street church, Charles Jackson. 

We did not hear one sour note. While there was seri
ous and sober consideration of the evident fact that 
most congregations are not growing, including prac
tically every congregation in Arkansas, there was a 
consensus that things could be turned around and that 
practically every congregation could become a vital, 
growing church. How badly do we need Christians and 
especially elders, who will attend such workshops as 
this, and take the practical ideas and the enthusiasm 
of the workshops back to their local ·congregations. If 
members and leaders from every congregation in Ar
kansas would plan now to attend next year's workshop 
in Hot Springs it would change drastically the future 
of the church in that state. 

In the last ten years, according to one speaker, we 
have replaced only 32% of our losses. As decline ac
cumulates the end comes closer. One speaker presented 
the chilling possibility that maybe it would be a good 
thing if a brotherhood no longer interested in evan
gelism did disappear (as some contend it will if we do 
not correct present trends), so that God might raise up 
from some other source a new generation more ap
preciative and more zealous. The Lord has promised 
that the church shall triumph. If that isn't now being 
done by us, it may be necessary for him to remove us 
and get someone else to do the job. 
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If a congregation does not dare to risk itself to save 
souls it cannot prosper. God will not let it. It will break 
up into a fussing, backbiting, malicious society. 

The church is suffering because of crass indiffer
ence. Leadership is having the intelligence to know the 
direction a congregation ought to go, and having the 
ability to get them to do it. Both elements come as the 
result of education and training. So long as there is in
difference in the leadership there will be stagnation in 
the congregation. Soul winning workshops are a power
ful tool in educating and motivating leadership. The 
problem is to get leadership to recognize the fact that 
it needs training. 

We need Christian schools, but not enough Christians 
will take advantage of them, and not enough Christian 
parents are concerned enough to see that their chi1dren 
take advantage of the schools we have. We need teach
er training workshops, but not enough teachers are in
terested enough to take advantage of them. We need 
gospel meetings, but our people won't attend them 
themselves, much less bring their neighbors. We need 
more soul winning workshops but very little effort is 
made to get Christians to take advantage of them and 
learn how to save souls. 

The key to New Testament evangelism was the dili
gence with which the early saints addicted themselves 
to the task of evange1ism. If we turn things around and 
start the church to growing instead of dying there is 
no doubt in anyone's mind but that we will concentrate 
on evangelism. Church leaders, if the congregation you 
lead is not growing it is your fault. How much interest 
do you have in saving souls? How long has it been 
since you, personally, saved one? 

We need, somehow, to get beyond buildings and 
blunders and see the people-their needs, their hurts, 
their lost condition. We will never do it until we get 
church leadership to become more concerned with lost 
souls than they are with attending little business meet
ings and talking about fixing the leak in the baptistry 
which they never use. Every church and every area 
should have a soul-winning workshop. We would com
mend the vision of the Richard Street church, and of 
their preacher. They are trying to do something about 
a grave problem. 
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Our Movement and Our Moment 
EDWARD FUDGE 

Throughout history God raises up men and movements to serve 
~he need ~f the hour. Some urge the professing Church toward 
Its· matunty. Others call its wandering steps back to God's 
chose~ paths: The whole .Bible is full of examples of people God 
used JUSt this way. In hght of Jesus' promised protection and 
guidance for his people, we should be prepared to read 20 cen
turies of church history in the same light. 

The 19th century American movement to restore the apostolic 
order can be proud to stand in such a row of instruments of di
vine service. Pioneers such as Thomas and Alexander Campbell 
Barton W. Stone, Walter Scott, and others had a strong sens; 
of providence regarding their work. So did the reformers before 
them. And so may we who come after. Yet many of us have lost 
our sense of destiny, our consciousness of purpose. We need to 
be recalled to our reason for being. Such an understanding will 
help us be a vital and effective instrument in God's hand now. 

We must keep two things always in mind. First as a "restora-
t' , , ton movement, our job is never done. We must always be re-
storing, never satisfied with the status quo. When restorers turn 
into guardians, they lose their value as restorers. Like pilgrims 
who turn settler, the name becomes meaningless over their doors. 
The "old paths" we seek are far older than the nineteenth cen
tury. They are found in the apostolic and prophetic writings that 
compose the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 

~econd, a restoration "movement" must keep on moving. But 
this word tells us even more. It reminds us that "we as a people" 
are par.t of. the universal Church, and that God will graciously 
use us m h1s overall purpose as we humbly submit ourselves to 
him. We ~ust never think the whole program revolves around 
us. We are not the alpha and omega of the Church universal. We 
came on the stage long after the play began. And, while we must 
faithfull~ recite the lines God has assigned to us, his play may 
well contmue after we have made our final exit. The idea that 
God's true Church did not exist when our pioneers came along is 
appealing to some, but it is a disastrous myth. One who holds it 
adopts the mentality of a cult, a viewpoint shared by such other 
19th century America movements as solidified into the Mormons 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Seventh-day Adventists. ' 

The times are ripe for the Word God has entrusted to our 
moveme~t. Here I suggest four aspects of that timely message, 
along w1th some accompanying words of caution to those who 
love our place in God's plan. 

· Four Challenges to Us 
The challenge to seek after the primiti'V'e purity of the apostolic 

order. 
Passing years have brought many additions to the biblical sim

plicity. The stream has been polluted from Greek philosophy, 
Jewish legalism and the organizational genius of Rome. Protes
tant scholasticism added its own influx, as did pietistic ro
manticism and the rationalism of the Enlightenment. One can 
easily find remnants of humanism and deism in Christian 
thinking. The American experience has also shaped our thinking, 
with its rugged concept of individualism and its ideals of 
equality and democracy. There i's no good reason to perpetuate 
such additions to scriptural teaching, although it is sometimes 
both shocking and painful to identify these innovations and weed 
them out. 

Here we need a word of caution. The Church was never per
fect, as the New Testament amply proves. The Jerusalem Dis
ciples of Christ had both legalism and fraud. The Corinth 
Church of God was factious and disorderly. The churches de
scribed in Revelation 2-3 sound like their counterparts today. 
We should not imagine a primitive perfection which never exist
ed. We should not fail to see the diversity found in the New 
Testament itself among Jewish and Gentile believers. If we 

;r..c_·. 
av?id naiv~ fantasies on ~his point: -;.~;~n well serve the Church 
umversal m our generation by calling: fbr constant purification 
of ecclesiastical teaching, practice and 'tradition according to the 
New Testament Scriptures. If we fall into unrealistic idealism 
here, we will lose the opportunity before us. 

The challenge to practice undenominational Christianity and 
show how believers can be "Christiam only." 

Competent students of all denominations agree that Christians 
at the first were nothing but that. All agree that it would be 
wonderful for such an ideal to be realized today. Most have given 
up such a hope. One of the greatest reasons they have given up 
is that those who have professed to be "Christians only" have 
often said one thing and practiced another. 

We are rapidly moving toward a full-fledged denomination on 
the one hand, and hardening into a self-centered sect on the 
other. We must avoid both of these extremes if we wish to vali
date this part of our message. We must not become the 
"Church(es) of Christ" denomination, flying one banner that 
says _"Christian" but another that sub-labels us "Church(es) of 
Christ." Nor do we need to become the "Church(es) of Christ" 
sect, which presents itself as the universal body of Chri"st in
clusive and exclusive, exactly equivalent in membership with 
the citizens of God's kingdom today. 

The word of caution is this. We must learn how to truthfully 
say: "We are Christians only but not the only Chri"stians." The 
temptation is very great instead to become either a denomination 
("Christian-plus") or a sect "the only Christians"). Can we 
walk between these two ditches without falling into either? 

The challenge to demonstrate a congregational model that 
ends the clergy-laity distinction, and which makes real the 
priesthood of all believers. 

The Protestant Reformation adopted as one of its slogans "the 
priesthood of all believers," but the established churches never 
attained this ideal in actual practice. The Campbell-Stone refor
mation again championed the ideal-Campbell's Christia"'< Bap
tist writings specialized in opposing the Church's captivity to the 
clergy. In recent years, however, we have gradually moved in the 
opposite direction. A professional clergy is becoming more and 
more evident among Churches of Christ. Some "brotherhood" 
literature openly indoctrinates little children with such notions. 

We have been biblical in calling for multiple pastor-elders in 
each congregation, and in distinguishing between such pastors 
and evangelists-teachers. We have not generally practiced what 
we preached. Most often elders have functioned as a board of 
directors rather than as spiritual shepherds, while the evan
gelist-teacher has actually been the untitled pastor. Let us 
awaken to our own challenge. Let us finish putting our own 
houses in order in these matters. Let us encourage every member 
of our congregations to become priests of God and ministers of 
Christ. This is an idea whose time has come. We should be lead
ing the way. Instead we may still have to learn from others. 

Here is also a word of caution. To abolish the unscriptural 
clergy-laity distinction does not deny the propriety of particular 
functions or specialized ministries. The priesthood of all believers 
does not require that we all do the same thing. It does require 
that we all do something. There is a great difference. It is both 
biblical and efficient to recognize the specific gifts God has 
bestowed on various individuals, and to ordain gifted persons 
for the particular works to which they are. called. There is 
nothing wrong with such persons acquiring professional training 
and expertise. Furthermore, it ii completely scriptural and right 
for the church to provide financial support for any of its ser
vants, whether it be the pastor-elder, the evangelist-teacher, the 
deacon ( ess), or the custodial staff. 

But we need to be cautioned on this matter. It is God who 
enables his own servants and who will empower them for their 
task. Professional training or accreditation will become a weak 
human crutch whenever we forget this truth. Those whom God 
does equip and empower for service should be recognized and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sacrifi(es Offered by Christians 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

One of the interesting things about the Jewish religion was 
its sacrifices. Cattle, sheep, and goats were used for animal sac
rifices. In some cases doves and pigeons were used by the poor. 
Vegetable sacrifices were of flour, grain, cakes, oil, and wine. 

Burnt offerings were of bullocks, rams, or goats. The skin was 
not burned, but was given to the priest. In the sin and trespass 
offerings the fat was burned at the altar. In some cases the 
animal was burned without the camp, and in some cases it was 
eaten by the priests. Likewise, in the peace offerings the fat was 
burned and the remainder eaten by the priest and offerers. Meal 
offerings were vegetable sacrifices and were of grain, flour, and 
cakes. These usually accompanied other sacrifices. Ordinarily a 
part was burned at the altar and the rest was for the priests. 

There were daily offerings and these were doubled on the 
sabbath. Other sacrifices were offered at the New Moon, the 
first of the month. Also great numbers of animals were slain at 
Passover, Tabernacles, Pentecost, and on the Day of Atone
ment. Then besides the regular offerings for the people, there 
were offerings for special events and persons, for vows, for 
thanksgivings, etc. 

The many sacrifices were designed to stamp a consciousness of 
sin upon the hearts of the people. They were also designed to 
be a picture of Christianity which was later to grace the earth 
by its presence. The stream of blood and the glow of fires are 
seen throughout the Old Testament. 

The supreme sacrifice of Christianity is Christ. He is the 
"Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world." He of
fered himself once and for all. His offering does not need to be 
repeated. But there ~re other types of sacrifices and these are 
to be offered by Christians. These do not denote something 
offered as expiation for sin, nor do they denote that we are per
forming acts to make atonement, but they are called sacrifices 
in the general sense that they are offerings made to God. 

The Sacrifice of Praise 
The Book of Hebrews sets forth the superiority of Christianity 

over the religion of the Jews. Throughout the book we see a 
contrast of the various items of each religion. In the last chap
ter, after mentioning the offering of Christ, the author ad
monishes: "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise 
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving praise 
to his name" (13:15). There seems to be an allusion here to the 
Thank and Peace offerings of the law (Lev. 7:11-25). 

God is pleased when we offer to him the fruit of our lips. It 
is base ingratitude for man to fail to express his gratitude, even 
in his relations with his fellowman. How much more in his rela
tions with God! Loving hearts must offer praise. 

When we sing in the manner God has directed we are offering 
a sacrifice of praise. "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed 
and sang praises unto God" (Acts 16:26). Let us give careful at
tention to our singing! Let us praise God in song! Let us sing 
with the spirit. Let us meditate upon the words and let us be 
certain that the words are accompanied by the sentiment of the 
soul and the melody of the heart. It is interesting to note that 
prayer and thanksgiving are mentioned in connection with 
praising God in song in such passages·as Ephesians 5:19-20 and 
Colossians 3:16-17. God wants us to be thankful and he wants 
us to express that gratitude. 

Doing Good and Communicating 
"But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 

sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 13:16). We are to offer not 
only the fruit of our lips but also the fruit of our lives. Thanks-
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giving must be accompanied by thanksliving.. We are to show 
our gratitude to God by doing good deeds for our fellowman. 
"Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt. 10 :8). The service 
of man is sacrifice to God. 

To be Christlike, to follow in his steps, we must go about 
doing good. Possibly the best epitome of the life of Christ is 
this: "Who went about doing good" (Acts 10:38). Paul taught 
us to do good to all men (Gal. 6:10). Doing good to all men 
surely includes helping our enemies. We are to do good to 
those who would wish to do us harm (Matt. 5:44; Lk. 6:38). 
Paul instructed Timothy to charge them that are rich to "do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, will
ing to communicate" (1 Tim. 6:18). 

We are to be ready unto every good work (Titus 8:1-8). Help
ing the needy is a part of pure and undefiled religion (James 
1 :27). Comforting the fainthearted and supporting the weak 
are also good works which we are exhorted to do ( 1 Thess. 
5 :14). Some say they cannot find anything to do. Isn't there some 
sick person who needs your visit? Can you not think of some 
home into which you can take food? Can you not think of a 
widow or some aged person who does not have means of trans
portation? A Christian's car can be used for many good works. 
Many Christian acts are within reach of all. 

But in addition to the general practice of doing good, the 
specific act of giving money is mentioned as a sacrifice with 
which God is pleased. To praise God with the lips and then re
fuse to give is folly. To communcate means to share. We must 
not only praise God with our lips, but honor him with our sub
stance also. 

Offering the Body 
Paul beseeches Christians to offer their bodies "a living sac

rifice" (Rom. ·12 :1). The Christian life is one long sacrifice, a 
sacrifice that involves the surrender of self, the suppression of 
our own will and way. Sacrifice means nothing if it does not 
mean surrender. 

Presenting the body as a living sacrifice implies the duty of 
taking care of the body. The body should not be mistreated. It is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). Maintaining health 
to the best of one's ability is a Christian duty. To be ·guilty of 
harmful practices which destroy the body is to be guilty of 
desecrating the Spirit's temple. 

Presenting the body as a living sacrifice involves the avoid
ing of sin. It means that we do not use the body as an instru
ment of sin. It involves the using of the body as an instrument 
in serving God. "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield 
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin; 
but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God" (Rom. 6:12-18). The body is the medium through which 
the soul acts upon the world about us. 

Also, the body is the medium through which impressions are 
made upon the soul by the world about us. The eyes and the ears 
are gateways to the heart. How careful we should be of what 
we hear and see! Our bodies should be used so that the good, 
the pure, and the holy can make their impressions upon our 
hearts. The body is a good servant but a poor master. If the 
members of our bodies are used as servants of righteousness, 
then we are laying the manifold activities of daily life upon 
God's altar. 

Okla. Christian College 
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A Minister Seledion Committee Speaks 

Have you ever been asked to hire a new 
minister? I mean advertise the need, 
evaluate and correspond with. the appli
cants, turn most of them down, report 
progress to the congregation, check the 
references, offer the position, negotiate 
the terms, unload the furniture, and be 
ready to answer to the congregation for 
your decision? As often as ministers relo
cate, it's a task worth examination. 

We were disappointed when our minister 
and his wife made a decision to move but 
they left with our respect love and ad
miration. There were big shoes u; fill. The 
elders appointed a committee of five men 
to select his replacement. The committee 
included an elder, two deacons and two 
other members of the congregation. 

Our Sunday attendance is about 240 the 
budget is $104,000 and we are working to
gether in love and unity. We have a mod
ern building and our goal is to become 
the largest, most loving congregation in 
~ent~al Florida. We advertised the open
mg m brotherhood publications, and the 
ads expressed our desire to proclaim the 
gospel in Central Florida and invited ap
plicants to send us sermon tapes and to 
let us know about their past evangelistic 
successes. We were looking for a man who 
could motivate us to give our very best in 
Christian service. We received about 76 
applications from men of all ages, back
grounds and experiences. 

For the most part the responses were 
disappointing. With all due respect to 
those who have dedicated their lives to 
full-time Christian service, we were sur
prised at the seeming lack of ability and/ 
or concern so many of the applicants had 
in presenting themselves to this commit
tee. How can a committee give honest eval
uation to each applicant if they do not 
supply sufficient information about them
selves? Can it be they were only half
interested in the position or could it be 
a genuine lack of know-how when it comes 
to presen~ing their credentials? Surely, 
somewhere in the Preaching Schools and 
Christian Colleges they devote som.e time 
to the subject of the resume! 

The response should be a common sense 
approach. What would YOU want to know 
about the applicant if YOU were doing the 
hiring, and how much time and expense 
would YOU spend corresponding with ap
plicants who didn't supply YOU with suf-
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ficient information about themselves? We 
share the Christian commitment, but in 
most instances we are still strangers. 

One applicant with 30 years of preach
ing experience simply wrote a two para
graph letter of inquiry and said, "if you are 
interested in knowing more about me, let 
me know." As in this instance, many of 
our applicants didn't supply us with 
enough information about themselves to 
allow us to make a decision one way or 
another about them. Many never bothered 
to send the requested sermon tapes. 
Shouldn't a full-time gospel preacher al
ways have reasonably current sermon 
tapes available? Some of the tapes we did 
receive were of such poor quality that it 
was a chore to listen to them. Each of our 
committee members had access to stan
dard casseette tape recorders, but we re
ceived some of the old style reel-to-reel 
tapes and these presented some difficulty. 

Many of the applicants ignored our re
quest for information on their evangelistic 
successes. Some of the better resumes in
cluded detailed information on the wife 
also, and her Christian commitment. One 
applicant used side 2 of his sermon tape 
to very informally tell the committee about 
himself, his family, his goals, and what he 
expected from us, if hired. Another sent us 
a 2-page list of questions that he wanted 
answered about the work here. Several 
sent letters of recommendation along with 
the resume. Photographs and examples of 
published articles were also helpful. 

Interestingly enough, we also con
cluded that some of the best resumes 
came from those who were not the most 
desirable pulpit men. Nevertheless, the 
resume still remains the all important 
first contact. The committee was con
cerned with the implications and the ex
pense involved in asking each prospect 
to come for a try-out. We needed to know 
as much as we could about him before that 
invitation was extended. 

Our ad stated that inquiries were to be 
addressed to the elder in charge of the 
committee. One applicant addressed his 
letter exactly as suggested, to that elder, 
using his title, then in the body of the 
letter, asked whether we had any elders. 
This example and others were evidence 
that many did not put much time and 
thought into their resume. Another failed 
to list addresses or phone numbers for his 

references. Several had written numerous 
articles or books and had conducted ex
tensive meetings and workshoPJ. We had 
to ask ourselves, has all the time required 
to do this. detracted from the time the 
applicant owed the local congregation? 
How often do they need to be away? Ad
ditionally, we wanted to know their reason 
for wanting to relocate. How often have 
they moved? How well do they know the 
scriptures? Have they been full-time or 
part-time preachers? What are the dates 
of their service? Can they motivate peo
ple? Can they relate to all ages? Are their 
children faithful? Are they in good health? 
Do they have specialized counseling abili
ties? Can we contact their references? Any 
experience in youth work or as educa
tional director? Have they shown genuine 
interest in the vacancy? 

The intent here is not to embarrass the 
Christian brother who may have been 
seeking to relocate and re-establish God's· 
purpose in his life. Who knows what time 
limitations he may have had and how 
much time he spends in the normal course 
of his duties. The purpose here is to ex
press some of the frustrations felt by 
this committee and raise some construc
tive questions about this process. We were 
pressed for time also, and the delays in 
communication slowed the process for all 
concerned. 

It was a privilege to have served on such 
a search committee. We met and corre
sponded with many dedicated men who 
could have served this congregation very 
capably. It was impossible for our form 
letter of rejection to have expressed ade
quately our feelings. 

Just as certainly, the applicant brother 
has many times in his career been frus
trated by a search committee. My sug
gestion here is that you may also wish to 
express yourself in a similar manner so 
that we on the selection side may be better 
able to meet your need's. Some good will 
surely come from such an exchange of 
ideas. 

Yes, we eventually found a very capable 
minister. We're excited about this new 
relationship and the future holds great 
things for the South Seminole Church 
of Christ in Winter Park, Florida. When 
you vacation and move to Central Florida, 
worship with us and see how we've grown 1 

630 Coventry Court, Longwood, FL 82750 
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The Godhead: 

The T ritity in Perspective 
JERRY HARVILL 

To approach the subject of the Godhead 
is to approach "holy ground" where one 
feels compelled to take off his shoes. The 
highest privilege of man is to talk to God, 
but it must appear almost a creaturely 
impertinence to talk about him. However, 
he has shown us it is his desire to be 
known of men ( Jn. 17 :3), and, therefore, 
it is right that we should speak to each 
other of him. 

When speaking of the Godhead it is 
common today to use the term "Trinity" 
or "Triune." These words retain their 
classical definition, "There is one only 
and true God, but in the unity of the 
Godhead there are three co-eternal and 
co-equal Persons, the same in substance 
but distinct in subsistence." 

The fact is, however, neither these terms 
nor a definite statement of the doctrine 
they represent is found in the Bible. This 
language signifying "Three-In-One" first 
occurs late in the second century in the 
writings of Theophilus of Antioch. 

The term "Godhead" (theotes) occurs 
but once in Scripture where it is stated 
that in Jesus Christ, "All the fulness of 
the Godhead dwells bodily" (Col. 2:9). 
This word is the abstract noun for "God" 
(theos), and signifies the state of being 
God, God-Hood, that which makes God, 
God. There is a different term at Rom. 
1 :20, theiotes, which is an adjective and 
describes not essential nature but Divine 
qualities and attributes. 

The Biblical term "Godhead," however, 
is not in itself a trinitarian term = Three
In-One. It simply means "Deity," and its 
full significance must be learned not from 
the word itself but from the Biblical reve
lation as a whole. 

The Problem 
When one turns to God's revelation of 

himself preserved for us in Scripture, the 
Western mind, with its tendency toward 
philosophical analysis and speculation in
herited from the ancient Greeks, en
counters a difficulty. On the one hand 
there is the basic Old Testament message 
encapsulated in the opening words of the 
Jewish Shema, "Hear. 0 Israel: the Lord 
is our God, the Lord is one" ·(Deut. 6:4). 
On the other hand there is the clear New 
Testament presentation of Jesus-Emanuel, 
who is "God with us" (Mt. 1:23), and of 
the Holy Spirit, who is God in us (cf. I 
Cor. 8:16; 6:19). All three of these pre
sentations of Deity are together and active 
at Jesus' Baptism where we have the 
Father's voice from heaven, Jesus
Emanuel in the water, and the visible 
descent of the Holy Spirit. 

How do we reconcile the strong mes
sage of unity and oneness of the Old 
Testament with the equally emphatic New 
Testament presentation of Divine diversi
ty? The attempt to answer that question 
is the history of the effort to formulate 
the doctrine of the Trinity. 
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Solutions 
In the history of Christianity the at

tempts to reconcile what appeared to be a 
conflict between the Old and New Testa
ment conceptions of Deity have basically 
swung between two extremes. There are 
those who have accepted only the full 
Deity of the Father, but not of the Son 
or of the Holy Spirit. This view can only 
exist by distorting the New Testament 
revelation. An example of this is Modern 
Jehovah's Witnesses' denial of full Deity 
to Jesus and the Spirit. They have revived 
one of the earliest heresies, that advocated 
by Arius (c. A.D. 260) and denounced by 
the church. At the other extreme there are 
those who have espoused Tri-theism, or 
belief in three Gods. Obviously, this view 
does violence to the Old Testament mes
sage as well as the clear New Testament 
insistence upon the untiy of God. The 
effort to fairly balance and combine the 
Old and New Testament revelation, in 
order to avoid these wrong extremes, has 
resulted historically in the formulation 
of the doctrine of the Trinity. This doc
trine, once again, states that, "There is 
only one true God, but in the unity of the 
Godhead there are three co-eternal and 
co-equal Persons, the same in substance 
but distinct in subsistence." 

From a strictly Biblical standpoint 
philosophical speculation as to the precise 
nature and distinctions within Deity is 
quite foreign. How can man presume to 
reduce God to his essential "substance"! 
In Scripture God is never presented as 
"substance" but invariably as Person: he 
is the proper subject of man's worship, 
but never the object for human philosophi
cal speculation. 

This fact warns us to avoid attempting 
to reduce God to a neat philosophical defi
nition, and points us to the vital truth 
that in his Self revelation God has shown 
himself to be a Person to whom man is 
to relate, rather than an object about 
which man is to speculate. 

The Biblical Revelation 
It is important in examining the Bibli

cal revelation on this subject to remember 
the continuity between the Old and New 
Testaments. New Testament writers were 
themselves Jews who were wholly com
mitted to the one God of the Old Testa
ment. They betray no sense of being "set
ters forth of strange gods," and they 
do not place by the side of Jehovah two 
new gods to be served and worshipped 
along with him. They worship and pro
claim just the God of Israel; they, no less 
than the Old Testament, stress his unity. 

The fact is, the Christian conception of 
God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is 
simply the modification brought about in 
the conception of the one God by his com
plete revelation of himself in the redemp
tive process. The full revelation was made 
not in words but in deed, in the incarna-

tion of God the Son, and the outpouring of 
God the Holy Spirit. The revelation 
necessarily waited, therefore, upon the 
completion of the redemptive process. 
Thus, those who knew God the Father who 
loved them and gave his own Son for 
them; and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
loved them and sacrificed himself on the 
cross; and the Spirit of Grace, who loved 
them and dwelt within them empowering 
them toward righteousness, knew the 
Triune God and could not think or speak 
otherwise of him. In the New Testament, 
"the fullness of the time" has come (Gal. 
4 :4-6), God's long process of redeeming 
man has been finished (Jn. 19:30; cf. 
Heb. 9:12), and in the accomplisment of 
this full redemption God has made himself 
fully known. 

What this means is that all the New 
Testament teaching showing that Jesus 
Christ is God manifested in the flesh, and 
that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person, 
represents the full end-time Self-revela
tion of God; and this revelation is a 
composite one in which Father, Son, and 
Spirit are each God in the fullest sense 
of the term, and stand in relation to each 
other as I, and Thou, and He. 

In the New Testament, Deity is un
mistakeably ascribed to Jesus. He him
self claims a Sonship to God which is 
unique (Mt. 11:17,24, 36; Mk. 13:32; Lk. 
10:22). The term "son'' in Semitic con
sciousness did not indicate subordination 
but identity and equality: whatever the 
father is that the son is also. This is why 
the Jews wanted to stone Jesus because 
he "called God his father, making himself 
equal with God" (Jn. 6:18 also 10:33). 

The Holy Spirit is "another Comforter" 
distinct from Jesus Emanuel, yet also se~t 
forth from the Father in heaven (Jn. 14: 
16-26). He is not "something," but "Some
one," as much personal as the Father 
himself. Indeed, the Spirit is compared in 
his relation to the Godhead to man's own 
self-consciousness; the Spirit is so related 
to God that he is presented as God's 
knowledge of himself (I Cor. 2:10, 11). 

Against this background of God's full 
revelation of himself in the completed plan 
of salvation, we can better appreciate 
the great power of the words of the Great 
Commission in which the one having all 
authority says his disciples are to be bap
tized, "in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 
28 :19). Mark well he does not say, "in the 
names ... ," as if there were three sepa
rate Deities; nor does he say, "in the name 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit," as if 
these might be taken as merely three desig
nations of a single person; rather, with 
great impressiveness he asserts the unity 
of the three by combining them all under 
the single Name and then emphasizes the 
distinctiveness of each by introducing 
them in turn with the repeated article, 
"of the ... and of the ... ," etc. Here these 
three, the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, each stand in some sense 
distinct from each other; yet these three, 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, all unite in some profound sense in 
the common participation of the one Name. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Speak Evil of No Man (1) 
D AVID L O VE 

A teenage girl came to me almost in 
tears. "I am so upset," she said. "Someone 
is spreading rumors about me. People 
who used to be my friends are not talking 
to me anymore." She f illed in the details. 
It was a heartbreaking story t hat left 
her with feelings of bitterness and frus
tration. She did not even know what to do 
to restore her ·reputation. One more life 
destroyed because of gossip. 

Gossip and slander are two of the most 
destructive s ins in the church today. 
When feelings get hurt, gossip and slan
der arc usually part of the problem. When 
churches split, gossip and slander may 
be more of t he reason than we are willing 
to admit. Who has not been hurt at some 
time by a gossiping tongue? 

What Is Gossi p? 
It should be a s imple question to an

swer, but it is not. Gossip is a vague, 
catch-all term. Most people understand 
what it is in a general way, but it is so 
vague t hat we nearly always believe that 
"I personally would not gossip about any
one." But if no one does the gossiping, 
where does all t he gossip come from? 

One problem is that our cultut·e defines 
gossip with fine shades of meaning. We 
would all agree that it would be gossip 
to tell a lie, or a fal sehood about some
body, but is it gossip just to make an 
implication? For example, "Don't quote 
me on this, but I think that Paul and 
Mary are having trouble." There is no lie 
because there is no statement, only an im
plication. Is it gossip? What do you think? 

We would a ll agree that it is gossip to 
spread something behind someone's back, 
but is it gossip when I say t he same thing 
openly in public? Does it mean that it is 
not gossip when "the person knows that I 
feel this way about him?" We would all 
agree that it would be gossip to spread a 
rumor about someone, but is it gossip when 
we spread an embarrassing incident that 
is true? 

A second 1·eason that gossip is hard to 
define is that, honestly speaking, we use 
a double standard. When I find out that 
someone has said something bad about me 
to a thira party, that is gossip ! On the 
other hand, I say a lot of things about 
other people, but I always find a way of 
rationalizing that what I am saying about 
them is not gossip. ("It is the truth," "I 
would say it to his face," etc.) 

We don't know what gossip really is. 
The solution is obviously for the preacher 
to do some study on gossip and preach 
on it, so that he can tell t he congregation 
what gossip is. So I started to study, but 
I encountered a diff icult problem-the 
word gossip is not found in the Bible ! 
I checked all the complete concordances, 
and it was not there. No wonder t he 
church docs not know what gossip is ! 
After doing a lot of word studies in Greek 
I have come up with some interesting in
sights that I would like to share. By the 
way, you will find the word gossip in the 
New American Standard Version 

(NASV), Revised Standard Version 
(RSV) , and the New In ternational Vet·
Sion (NIV). Since almost all of t he con
cord~nces are based on the King James 
Vers1?n (KJV) and since gossip is never 
used m the KJV, it is not indexed in them. 

There are threP Greek words t hat are 
translated uosS'ip. 

Diabolos 
. "~ut re.alize this that in the last days 

difficult t1mes will come. For men will be 
. . . unloving, irreconcilable malicious 
gossips, withou~ self control, br~tal, haters 
of g.ood." (2 T1mothy 3:1-2, NASV) 

Vme's Ex71osilory Dictionary of N ew 
Testament Words says that diabolos 
means " accusing falsely . . . in 1 Timothy 
3 :11 : . . t he reference is to those who 
are g1ven to finding faul t with the de
~eanor.an.d conduct of others, and spread
mg the1r mnuendos and criticisms in the 
chu_rch." Dia?olos .is the normal greek 
wotd f?r dcvzl, wh1ch might imply God's 
eval~at10n of the gossiper. It is used in 
1 Timothy 3:11 as a fa ul t elders' wives 
are not to have a nd in Titus 3 :2 as a 
tem~tation older women are to avoid. 

Dtabolos would forbid a Christian to 
spread a lie a bout someone else. The KJV 
translates the words as "false accuser s " 
and that seems to be the meaning. A fals~
hood, whether told publicly or pr ivately 
("ju~t between you and mtl") , would be 
goss1p. People who are given to spreading 
rumors often do not check out the facts. 
1\!any times these rumors are exaggera
tions, based on a little truth but mostly 
falsehood. This habi t is gossip. It is inter
esting that Vine says that the word also 
applies to innuendos. An innuendo is when 
a person makes a subtle implication with
out saying something outright. We do 
this far more than we should and even 
an untrue innuendo is gossip. ' 

Psithuris tes 
."God gave them over to a depraved 

mmd to do those things which are not 
proper , ~eing filled with all unr ighteous
ness, wickedness, greed, malice, full of 
envy, m~rder, strife, deceit, malice; they 
are goss1ps.". (Romans 1 :28-29, NASV) 

The word •s used only once in t he New 
Testa.ment and a related form psithu?"is
nws IS used only once, in 1 Corinthians 
12:20. Vine defines the I alter as "a whjs
pering, is used of secret s lader." The KJV 
t ranslates th~ word as whis7Jering, and it 
refers to tclhng something secr etly in a 
behind-the-back-sort-of -way. According to 
Vine, it is used synomymously with 
katalalos (to be considered later ) , the 
word which is translated backbiter in Ro
mans 1 :30. The difference is that katala.los 
re~ers ~o someone who slanders openly; 
pszthunstes refers to someone who does it 
secretly. In other words, psithwristes 
(whisperer) carries t he idea of backbiter, 
in the way that we usc t he term today. 

P hluaros 
Younger widows " ... also Jearn to be 

idle as they go around from house to 

house, and not merely idle, but also gossips 
and busybodies, talking about things, not 
proper to mention." (1 Timothy 5 :13 
(NASV) 

Phltw.1·os is used only once in the New 
Testament and the verb phl1UIIreo is used 
only once, in 3 J ohn 10. Thayer's G'reek
English L exicon says that it was derived 
f rom a word which meant "to boil up, 
throw up bubbles of water, and since bub
bles a:e hollow and useless things, to in
dulge m empty and foolish talk." He goes 
on to say that the word means "uttering 
or doing silly things, garrulous, babbling." 
Vine says that t he verb means "to talk 
nonsense, . .. to ra ise fa lse accusations." 

Who among us it not tempted to t aolk 
too much? Silence is threatening to many 
people, and so we fill the hours with 
talk,-many t imes, foolish and empty talk. 
We talk about the economy; we ta lk about 
sports; we talk about the children ; and 
we talk about people. 

Do you realize that most of what we 
say is negative? We tell each other how 
bad the economy is, how bad my day has 
gone, .etc. And when we talk about people, 
we stil l share the negatives-what a ter
rible thing just happened to Sister Jones. 
Foolish and empty talk about people is 
gossip, brethren. It is definitely gossip if 
we share what is false. (When you share 
t hese negatives about people, are you ab
solutely sure that t hey a re true?) Could it 
be t hat they are only rumors?) But if I 
get the meaning of t his word, even the 
habi t of sharing bad t h ings about people 
just to have something to fill our conver
sations with is gossip. 

"What do we talk about then?" you 
may ask. Have you ever considered that 
when we do talk about people, we could 
talk about the positives in their lives? 
Wouldn't it be wonderful to be a member 
of a church where everyone was tell ing 
everybody else how much they appreciate 
what Sister Jones did f or them the other 
day? 

Then, there are two words that are 
closely associated wi th gossip, the words 
slande1· and instdt (revile). 

Katalalos, Slander 
"God gave them over to a depraved mind 

to do t hose things which are not proper 
... they ar e gossips, slanderers, hater s of 
God, insolent. . . . " (Romans 1 :28-30, 
NASV) "Do not speak against one another 
brethren." (James 4:11, NASV) 

We think of slander as speech intended 
to harm another person's character, 
especially that which is not true. This 
word translated slande1·ers in Romans 
1:30 has a much more general meaning 
than that. Vine says that it is "formed 
from kala, against, and laleo, to speak . . .. 
The corresponding verb katalaleo, the RV 
t ranslates ' speak against' in its five oc
currences, James 4 :11 (three times); 1 
Peter 2:12, and 3 :16; A. V. ' speak evil' in 
a ll passages except 1 Peter 2:12." 

That is a r emarkable r evelat ion! It is 
slander to say anything EVIL about 
anyone. There is no reference to whether 
t he evil is true or false, and so even to 
share an evil thing about someone, even if 
it i.q Lnte, is s lander. There is no reference 

(Continued on page 14) 
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The Need for a Raise in Appreciation JAMES BAILEY 

For months I have listened and read of 
good men-well-trained men-experienced 
men who made the decision to quit the 
ministry. The ironic thing is, that many 
of these men served in places where they 
were at least adequately paid, and had 
built up significant security. Often their 
work had produced a great many bap
tisms, and the congregation was "shocked" 
that they would ever "move" much less 
"quit." 

The obvious question is "Why"? Why 
spend a life time preparing to be an evan
gelist and then "scrap it" after years of 
work? Why give us a chosen field that the 
person obviously enjoyed, to enter one 
where inexperience would be a sure handi
cap? 

The reasons vary-but one just keeps 
"popping up"-those men felt they were 
not appreciated for their work. I know, we 
are all tempted to pass this off and say, 
"Well, he's not dedicated," or. "He's not 
preaching for the plaudits of men any
way," but if we'd be honest, we all know 
that appreciation is what makes good 
preachers "great preachers." And believe 
it or not, preachers, evangelists, mission
aries, education ministers, youth ministers, 
etc. all need to be lifted by appreciation 
just like you do. And if you aren't being 
appreciated in your occupation as you 
think you should be, that's a poor reason 
to share your misery with the local 
preacher. Do not the scriptures teach to 
treat him the way you want to b.e treated? 

My own conversations show that ap
preciation is most needed and most ob
viously lacking in a few specific areas: 

1. When the yearly time comes for a 
raise in pay. While "cost of living" is 
great terminology for an accountant, 
it leaves the preacher feeling like 
he's done nothing of any merit in the 

Starved Out Emotionally 
Brother Cecil Hook's article in this pub

lication recently (8-11-81) prompted me 
to write this present article. Cecil com
mented that our people may know doc
trinal arguments fairly well, but do not 
possess generally the kind of faith that 
bears us up in troubles. I could not agree 
more, and yet I too have been guilty in 
not better preparing people for life's 
disturbances. 

We are a fact-oriented people. Our Bible 
class lessons and sermons major on get
ting more and more facts into the heads 
of listeners. Learning facts is an abso
lute necessity, but unless we are taught 
how these facts apply to us, we will never 
have a close relationship with the God of 
all comfort. 

Man is composed of mind, will, and 
emotions. The facts of God's Word which 
are often emphasized are those addressed 
to the mind. We deal with the will to a 
lesser degree in trying to evoke a change 
of the will and behavior. But very often 
we overlook the emotional needs of man 
almost entirely. Perhaps we are afraid of 
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preceding period of time. One 
preacher told me that his elders gave 
"appreciation raises" each year. The 
point is that often it's not the 
amount but the way it's given that 
makes the difference. And once 
again, I know that may not be the 
way your raises are given-but hon
estly now, wouldn't it be great if 
they were? 

2. Those times when the preacher has 
put special effort into a series of 
sermons, been away holding a gos
pel meeting, or spoken God's will on 
a sensitive subject. Right then, not 
that night, and not next week, ap
preciation ought to flow freely. 
Brethren, if your preacher is faithful 
to his work he's spending many 
hours in preparation and study, not 
to mention his own expressions of 
Christianity, of which you know very 
little. And if you still think that 
preaching is a three-day a week; one 
hour a day joy, then let me give you 
a personal invitation to get in on the 
fun-there's no waiting, men (good, 
sound, men) are jumping off this 
"gravy train" about as fast as they 
can. So join our ranks, there's no 
"waiting line." 

3. Thirdly, there are times when he is 
personally "low." Everyone gets de
pressed and even though preachers 
are masters at covering their feel
ings, you can tell when your evan
gelist's flame is low. Encourage him! 
Probably his words don't sound too 
good to him, but if they do to you 
tell him, (then stand back he may 
faint). 

You know, I guess everyone enjoys 

(Continued on page 12) 

GORDON FERGOSON 

Pentecostalism and its show of emotion. 
Maybe we have so many hang-ups our
selves that we shy away from the exercise 
of emotions. 

If a preacher or teacher has a difficult 
time expressing love verbally with indi
viduals, then he will avoid the emotional 
needs of an audience as well. We need to 
feel our religion. It is true that emotions 
cannot be used to determine right and 
wrong Biblically. We cannot say "I know 
I'm saved because I feel saved," but surely 
we ought to say "I feel saved because I 
know I'm saved!" A religion devoid of 
feeling is devoid of power. Period. 

We may scoff at denominational jargon 
such as, "Do you accept Christ as your 
personal Savior?" However, it is high 
time that we who have received Christ de
velop a personal relationship with him. 
The Bible declares that God loves (agape) 
man, and that man should love (agape) 
God. The Word also teaches that God loves 
(phileo) man and that man must love 
(phileo) God. The "phileo'' type of love 
includes a warm personal affection. 

A Worthy Woman G. F. RAINES 

Concerning his mother, Booker T. 
Washington wrote: "In all my efforts to 
learn to read my mother shared fully my 
ambition, and sympathized with me and 
aided me in every way that she could. 
Though she was totally ignorant so far 
as mere book knowledge was concerned, 
she had high ambitions for her children, 
and a large fund of good, hard, common 
sense which seemed to enable her to meet 
and master every situation. If I have done 
anything in life worth attention, I feel 
sure that I inherited the disposition from 
my mother." (Up From Slavery, A. L. 
Burt Co., New York, 1901, p. 28.) 

This description of the diligence with 
which Mrs. Washington reared her son 
and his gratitude for her efforts perfectly 
illustrates Solomon's description of a 
worthy woman: "Who can find a virtuous 
woman? for her price is far above 
rubies .... Her children arise up, and call 
her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praiseth her." (Prov. 31:10, 28.) 

Felicia Hemans said: "There is in all 
this cold and hollow world no fount of 
deep, strong, deathless love, save that 
within a mother's heart." 
Newton, Miss 39345 

When I say that I love my wife or 
family, everyone knows that I am includ
ing a warm emotion in that statement. Do 
we feel that same sort of thing toward 
God? Do we tell him that we love him? Or 
have we been starved out emotionally? In 
our macho society, we are afraid to ex
press emotions tending toward sentimen
tality. We would do well to restore a re
ligion that deals with man's heart as well 
as his head. 

Our people can speak easily of the Dal
las Cowboys or some other team (even 
excitedly!), and yet are embarrassed to 
speak of their love for Jesus. Something 
has gone terribly wrong. Then we wonder 
why the majority of Christians are not 
winning souls. If we cannot speak with 
each other about Jesus, how could we 
speak to someone else? We do little sharing 
because we have little to share! Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks! 
When spiritual discussions are confined 
to our church buildings, we should not 
wonder at a weak faith and a weak effect 
on others. 

The longer I preach and teach, the more 
I emphasize application. The one who be
comes efficient at using illustrations and 
applications will also become efficient at 
changing lives through a living Word. On 
the other hand, the master of exegetical 
intellectualism will provide cold comfort 
and shriveled up souls as a result of his 
ministry .. We preachers must develop our 
abilities to present God's Word in a very 
practical, applicable manner. Further, 
church leadership must provide training 
and opportunities to help the flock learn 
to open up and discuss spiritual needs with 
each other. Unless we get on track in this 
area, more and more of us will be starved 
out emotionally. 

1601 So. llOth, Tacoma, W A 98444 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

. Bro. Robert Peek, who preaches for the Davis Park church 
m. M~desto, .Cal~fomia, shares with us some principles of soul
'!mmng, which IS the business of each church and every Chris
tian. We are grateful for this help .••• Leonard Mullens P.O. 
Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 ' 

Principles of Soul-Winning 
ROBERT PEEK 

"If you are going to do it, do it right!" The Master soulwinner 
"did it right." Jesus "wrote the book" on soulwinning. It was 
he who said, "Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men." The Lord operated his School of Evangelism by the 
"show 'n tell" principle. His disciples doubtlessly learned not 
only by revelation, but also by observation. In observing his 
encounter with the woman of Samaria in John 4:1-42, we can 
appreci~te some principles which increase our chances of coming 
home w1th more than "a bunch of old fishermen's tales." 

First, the Lord was moved by necessity. Sometimes it's tough 
to sustain the "want to" to get done what we "ought to." Re
gardless, we still "need to"-we "must needs pass through" our 
communities, neighborhoods, families, people's lives! Our Master 
always went with perfect compassion and perfect compulsion. 
We at times go by compulsion, even when compassion may lag. 
Such does not suggest hypocrisy, only human weakness. The 
ideal is both-and God can supply whichever is lacking. At the 
same time, let's at least "pay our debts." Debt-paying is done 
out of necessity, whether we "feel like it" or not. People are 
perishing! "Somebody has to do something." "Necessity is laid 
upon" us. 

Second, the Lord was alert to opportunities. At this particular 
time our Savior was "dog-tired." (I wonder if this was a Mon
day morning?) Yet, although he was tired, he wasn't "retired" 
from being soul-conscious, people-conscious, need-conscious, time
conscious. While his disciples had "gone to get a 'Big Mac' " (or 
whatever), Jesus was initiating a life-changing dialogue with 
a worldly woman. He was thinking "souls" while they were 
thinking "lunch." Too often I have "gotten a drink" from a per
son thirsty for Jesus. If you "can't see the trees for the forest " 
try sitting by a well. ' 

Furthermore, it is also true that "a soul in the hand" may be 
"worth two in the city" (not eternity-wise, but opportunity
wise). The Lord may "drop one in my lap," yet I say, "Let me 
go door-knocking in Timbuktu." Both have their time, but I may 
not be granted the time! 

Third, the Lord went to the people. That is, the Master was in 
the "people business." He didn't simply erect a building with a 
nameplate, post the time of services, then say, "We'll let them 
come in with us." How often does one who is hopelessly lost find 
the way home "on his own?" Jesus saw "them"-the Pharisees 
saw "it." There is a vast difference between "them" and it." 
Messiah was among "them," with "them." He wanted to be there! 
Not just a "job description," an "assignment"-but a desire! He 
was "at home" with sinners (not sin!). 

The Lord enjoyed being with the lost, wayward, rejected, 
down-and-out ... the losers. He'd turn down an invitation to 
the Pharisees' "monthly luncheon" in order to show mercy to the 
lost. Can you see one of those "supersaints" reaching out to the 
"supersinner-Samaritan ?" Go to the people!! The best "class-

room" is "out there" with "them." Let us always move from the 
Evangelism class "handouts" to the community "down-and-outs." 

Fourth, the Lord took the initiative. A Christian realizes 
"which way they're going''-a lost person usually doesn't live 
with such direction in life. "People can't follow if we don't lead." 
We must develop a person's interest, which serves as a catalyst 
to lead them ultimately to "where they need to be." 

Marriages never take place, houses are never bought, ba~l
games are never won, gardens are never grown, souls are not 
converted-without someone taking the first step. "How can I, 
expect someone shall guide me." 

Finally, the Lord refused to be sidetracked. Expect objections, 
"hang ups," and "pat answers!" Remember the purpose of your 
contact with this soul. If it is to lead them to Christ, don't get 
"bogged down" with questions or objections which do not relate 
to the person's salvation. You are not there to "tell him all you 
know," but rather WHOM you know. Too many people are left 
impressed, but still lost. The Pharisees knew the "right argu
ments," but they weren't soulwinners. The "truth that sets one 
free" is the "right track"-it leads to salvation in Jesus Christ. 

No wonder this woman "left her waterpot" and said, "Come, 
see .... " No wonder "many ... believed"; then, "many more." 
No wonder the disciples became soulwinners, later working with 
soulwinning congregations. They had been with "the man that 
wrote the book"-the "Author of Life"-the one who knew 
how "to seek and to save." "Go and do thou likewise." 

901 W. Rumble Rd., Modesto, Ca. 95350 

Standing Together R. D. ICE 

Christians are loyal to each other. A high degree of loyalty is 
important to the life of the congregation. As Paul writes: "in 
order to keep Satan from getting the upper hand over us; for 
we know what his plans are." 

For Christians, loyalty is not opposed to truth. But some 
"truth may give an incorrect picture. There will be times when 
accusations made against a brother or sister have "some" 
truth in them. When our children are accused of something, we 
stand by them because they are part of the family. We are not 
opposed to having the person change or being corrected, if that 
is the right thing to do. But we pursue correction in a way that is 
loyal to the family relationship. 

It is easy to make accusations against people which would be 
difficult or impossible to disprove. We should resist seeing one 
another made victims of gossip and suspicion. We should ag
gressively defend our unity as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

If accusations (even by a well-meaning brother or sister) 
cause Christians to distrust and divide, the effectiveness of the 
individual may be destroyed. Even the congregation may be 
destroyed. 

Being loyal to each other makes us like our Lord, and also 
helps us to preserve our unity and helps us to serve God together. 
Satan will attack through our weaknesses and sins. But remem
ber: our loyalty to each other is based on our common relation
ship to Christ. Christians refuse to "judge" each other in their 
thoughts or to accuse each other. Instead they deal with the 
problem within the family by brotherly correction. Growth in 
loyalty should be matched by growth in correction and discipline. 

Dr. James MacKnight expands 1 Cor. 11:19 in this way (lan
guage updated): "No doubt there must be divisions among you, 
as men have different views of things, and are often guided by 
their intense desires and passions; which God permits so that the 
ones who are in the right may be clearly seen, and be examples 
for others to imitate." 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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?lfiNISTER WILLS ENTIRE 
ESTATE TO A.C.U. 

Abilene Chr istian Univer sity has re
ceived $200,000, principally the entire 
esta te, of a r eti red minister from Cordell, 
Okla., an a lumnus of the university. 

Dwain Jones, who died May 3, 1980, 
named t he university as the chief bene
ficiar y of his will, making only one other 
gift of $1,000 to a friend. 

" This gift came as a complete surprise 
to us," said Cha ncellor J ohn C. Stevens. 
"We at Abilene Chr istian University arc 
deeply grateful that we were included in 
the estate pla nning of this alunmus." 
Stevens was president of t he university 
at the t ime of Jones' death. 

Jones was bom Oct. 31, 1908, in Groes
beck, Texas. He g1·aduated from Iowa 
Pa rk H igh School in 1928 and attended 
ACU for two years, f rom 1930-32. He 
ret ired f rom f ull-t ime ministry in 1950 
because of ill health and moved to Cordell, 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Sou thern Illin ois needs 

minister d uring Fall of 1981. Our p rea che r 
is re turning to F lorida to re tire, a nd we're 
sea rching for a mature . experienced man to 
step in and con tinuo growth progra m. 
Partial support desirable. but not required. 
as w~ are in a building p;ogram scheduled 
lor completion in December 1981. Will con
sider all a pplicants a s g etting the right man 
is most important. Six room homo a ·vailable. 
For additiona l information , send le tte r of in
quiry a nd resume to: • . 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harris burg. IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Ev enings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
C0111ilmom enrollment w ith 

two plam to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rales guarm1Jeed tmlil 
May of 1982 with tzo increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to 1uorkers among 
Clmrc!Jes of C!Jrisl Poreig11 117 orkers 
and studenls in t raining for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anyw!Jere 

Okla ., wher e he managed his real estate 
holdings and preached on a part-time 
basis for churches in southwest Oklahoma. 

In 1978 he moved int.o the Cor dell 
Christian Home wher e he lived un til his 
death. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tui tion 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/ 535-1801-817/429-1403 

-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-· 

Recordex 145 
No. 145 
R e&ula r $589 . 
SPECIA L IH: LOW 
MA NF. COST $ 440.00 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

No. 3-1 5 
R egular $ 1.795. 
SPECIAL BELO W 
~IANF. COST $ 1.1 95 

~ ........................ . .......... ..................... -~~~~:~~-~ ~~-s ............... ......... . 
(lowes t price an ywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 

__ 60 minutes, low no ise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, . 59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 60 minutes, high energy, .5 9 per casstete (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ____ _ 

Mail to: Christian Book House 
J. P. K elly, 324 West Par k A venue 
G re enfield. IN 46140 · 3 1 7· 4 62· 3648 

O Check O Money Order 
card • 

O Vtsa O Mastercard exp. date 

Name 

Address 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage L~~~~s City. State. Z•p FF 

--·-·-·-·-·-.- ·- ·-· -·- · -·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·- .. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sunday t hrough Wednesday Congregational : 

: .. SINGING EMPHASIS \NORKSHOPS"' : 
: (591 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-11,000 participating song directors.) : 
: Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually : 

: s•• urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross . Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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OUR MOVEMENT AND OUR MOMENT 
(Continued from page 3) 

aided in their ministry. That might in
volve formal ordination and it might not 
We must not confuse chabs and disorder 
with the fr eedom of each disciple to serve 
Christ. Since creation itself, God has com
bined essence with form. We must rely on 
God and not human wisdom or strength. 
But we do not need to become an amor
phous band of undisciplined individual
ists, res isting proper structure in the 
name of Christian freedom. Let us here 
be open to learn from others who might 
have passed us in this quest. Some of us 
have stood in the same spot for a century, 
repeating our ABC's, when we should have 
used the light we had to probe even deepet· 
in to Scripture's teaching. 

The challenge to maintain the integrity 
of Christ's ordinances without weakening 
the 7ntre gospel of g?·ace. 

This has been one of the hardest tight
ropes to walk throughout the Church's 
history. Forever, it seems, men are either 
overemphasizing baptism and/or the 
Lord's Supper, to the loss of justification 
by grace through faith in J esus alone, or 
else they are fearlessly holding forth that 
pure gospel, but to the neglect of Christ's 
ordinances. The second alternative pre
vailed in American Protestantism when 
our movement came on the scene. God used 
our pioneers to stress the biblical impor
tance of bapt ism and the Lord's Supper, 
in a day when both were played down and 
sadly ignored. 

Although Alexander Campbell empha
sized that the repentant believer had re
mission of sins actually and in heart, he 
vigorously pressed the point that this 
blessing is bestowed formally and visibly 
in gospel baptism. I t is hard to maintain 
this scriptural tension, and the restora
tion movement, by and large, quickly lost 
Campbell's balance. The result has found 
us again in the ditch on one side of the 
road, throwing rocks back and forth at 
other believers who occupy the ditch on 
the opposite side. They have "explained 
away" the passages on baptism, and 
shouted the passages on justification by 
grace through faith. We have "explained 
away" most of those, while insisting that 
every verse be measured alongside one 
prepositional phrase of Acts 2 :38. The 
battle has been heated but futile. The time 
has come to do better. 

There are among evangelicals today 
many devoted disciples and brilli ant think
ers who wish to recover the New Testa
ment stress on baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. "The Chicago Declaration" rep
resented just such a group in the late 
1970's. The Evangelical Orthodox Church 
has come into being as a result of the 
same interest, among others. Peter Gill
quist's book, The Physical Side of Being 
S1>i1·itua.l, puts these convictions in down
to-earth language. We have a word to say 
to our evangelical neighbors on this sub
ject, but we must lea1·n to honor the truth 
they already hold if we expect them to 
hear the truth we wish to share. 

Our challenge is this : to hold forth on 
the one hand the biblical gospel of justi
f ication by grace through fa ith, while 

maintaining on the other hand the faithful 
practice of Christ's ordinances in a disci
plined Church. We must not be guilty of 
saying we believe in salvation by grace 
Lhrough faith if we really do not. This 
pure gospel statement does not require us 
to forsake any scripture teaching on the 
ordinances Christ has given for initiation 
into his body (baptism) or for corporate 
remembrance of him thereafter (the 
Lord's Supper). Are we up to t his chal
lenge? 

These challenges are before us and they 
will not quietly go away. Neither will they 
be met by digging in our heels and refus
ing to listen or think. In each age of the 
world, God's people have reacted to con
temporary challenges in two ways. One 
group hides behind its identity as the Peo
ple of God, denounces any who disturb its 
status quo, and becomes hardened in its 
own blindness and refusal to budge. The 
other group hears the voice of God wh( 
has called it into being, responds to the 
challenges of its hour, and continues as an 
instn!ment of his own purpose and glory. 

When history records our reaction to 
the challenges we face, in which of these 
groups will we be? 
4 Sandra Lane, Athens, Alabama 35611 
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for your insurance!! I 
We will provide quotes for: A II types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

l~
~~ 

JACK R. PETRIE (916) 265·3226 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY or 

P.O. Box 1009 (916) 265·3328 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-y-ear intensive training program - training men 

from the NortheaSJt to preach in the Northea.s.t! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Dish·ict of New York - For fur1ther 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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THE NEED FOR A RAISE 
IN APPRECIATION 

(Continued f~ page 8) 
being appreciated and some of the forms 
of appreciation cost so very little. 

-Elders who communicate with the 
preacher. 

-Members who treat him as a friend. 
-That word of encouragement when it's 

not necessarily expected. 
And may I ·say that t hese things apply 

to the minister's wife and children, 
too. 

-His "kids" are good for the same rea
son yours are, not because they are 
P.K.'s. 

-His wife needs uplifting as much as 
yours. 

-And he will perform in his job pretty 
much like you would in the same 
situation. 

Brethren, I believe it's atrocious the 
way we are losing good men from the 
pulpits of the church. And I also believe 
that many of them could be "preserved" to 
do even a greater work if the brethren 
would show some "heart-deep" apprecia
tion. Let's be sure that when we make 
decisions, or deal with the local evan
gelist that we not only "do'' the right 
thing (being fair, honest, and understand
ing) but also "say" and "show" it right 
by wrapping our decisions with plenty of 
appreciation. 
421 Maxwell, Ardmore, OK 73401 

THE GODHEAD: THE TRINITY 
IN PERSPECTIVE 

(Continued from page 6) 
When we have said these three things

that there is but one God, that the Father 
and the Son and the Spirit is each God, 
and that the Father and the Son and the 
Spirit is each a distinct person-we have 
stated the Biblical revelation concerning 
the Godhead. 
Nicholasville Pike & Dantzler Court, 
Lexington, KY 42403 

Parent Counselors 
Wanted 

Parent co un se lor s are 
wanted to live in a fam ily-type 
setting for handicapped 
younger adu lts-a home 
under the direction of Elders 
of the Garland Road Church 
of Christ with professional 
supervision provided. 

Couples who are interested 
should send a letter giving 
general information and re
questing appointment for in
terview to W. L. McCallum, 
10801 Garland Road, Dallas, 
Texas 75218. 
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~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
~ Economical, Energy EHicient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ) 
~ Ooer 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 

~ (615) 383-2313 i 
,,....,... .............. ....,....,..~ ....................... ~~ ................ ~ ................................. ~ ................ ~~...,..~ 

AtttruL CoLLe3e in- Europe I ! ! 
European Christian Coltese 
A unique expenettee (n. £:':9~~slv - k rUJLU!Je 1 

l.ibe n:tl o4-rt 5 c.:uui- 13 ihLe Courses - 5 mtttr; Inw-ruu;i.oru.U, 
Stud.tVtv 13od_!j - Cred.[r:s 'frcms(er ro u.s. schools -
Ch.rCstilur £11-vefon,mmt::i - Op~ortuJiilies "tr Interna:oi>naL 
Eva,n,.3e~is»V - Cosvs abo~Lr; sa.m.e as u.s. 

lnter£-sted ? Write: Jfug-h- M~nqLe 
EuroP,ean. Chr'fStian CoLtege 
LLlienbrun.nqasse 13 

Or CaLl: 
102..0 Vlemfa, Austria 

011-t- 43 +2..22.. -t2,f -t2..-00 

~ U\.~~ 
Churches are securing funds I\. to build! 

... Huntsville, Ala. $1,400,000 
215,000 
700,000 

3,000,000 
125,000 

. .. Alamogordo, NM 

... Indianapolis, Ind. 

... Amarillo, Texas 

... Garden Grove, CA 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS 
WILL TELL YOU HOW! 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

. --------------------------------------------1 , , 
I 
I , , 

i 
Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352-5603 

F 

We"re planning to build and need funds. Please 
tell us how tho1e churches secured funds to build. 

Nnmc of congregation 

Address 

City Stole Zip 

lndlviduol"s Nnmc/ Function in congregation 

Telephone-----------

(Clip and Moi l - U.S.A. only) 
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ANNOUNCING 

1982 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(1) HAWAII 
February 18-26 

Waikiki plus outer island optionals 
Sponsored by Michigan Christian College 

(2) SOUTH SEAS 
March 20-27 

Visiting Tahiti, Bora Bora, and Moorea 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(3) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
April 24-May 1 

Via the luxurious SONG OF NORWAY 
St. Thomas, San Juan, Dominican Republic 
Sponored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(4) 
SEVENTH ANNUAl 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
April 22-May 3 June 10-21 October 7-18 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) SPAIN 
May 10-18 

Visiting Madrid, Toledo, Escorial, Seville, 
Cordoba, Granada, Costa del Sol 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(6) SWITZERLAND 
May 11-19 

Visiting St. Moritz, Lugano, Lucerne, 
Zurich, Berne, Interlaken 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(7) HOLY LAND 
May 28-June 10 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by D~. Bill Humble 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

{8) SCANDINAVIA 
June 8-21 

Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(9) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 14-26 

Visiting Seattle, l ake louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

(10) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 16-30 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES --------, 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

NAM~-----------------------------------------------

ADDRESS'----------------------------------------------

CliY, STATE, ZIP 

(11) 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
June 26-July 3 

Featuring Knoxville, Nashville, 
Gatlinberg and the Smokies 
Escorted by June Stathopulo 

(12) CHINA 
July 6-24 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Shanghai, Kweilin, 
Canton plus Tokyo and Hong Kong 

Escorted by Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

(13) 
FIFTH ANNUAl 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 7-17 
Visiting Oahu, Kaua i, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph Casey and Burton Landers 

(14) ALASKA 
July 16-26 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(15) BRITISH ISLES 
August 5-19 

Visiting England, Scotland, Ireland 
Escorted by 

Dr. Paul Faulkner and Dr. Carl Brecheen 

(16) ALASKA 

(17) 

August 9-19 
Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 

Fairbanks, Whitehorse 
Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 2-9 
Visiting Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, 

Vermont, Rhode Island 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(18) CHINA 
October 19-November 6 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Nanking, Suzchow, 
Shanghai, also Tokyo and Hong Kong 

Escorted by Dr. Virgil Trout and Richard Trout 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO 
OUR 50TH YEAR 

On November 3, 1985 the Church of 
Christ in Van Nuys, California will be 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. The Van 
Nuys church was the first congregation 
of the Lord's Church in the San Fernando 
Valley. These Christians began a congre
gation of the Lord's Church in a small 
rented hall in a back alley on November 3, 
1935. Looking forward to the occasion of 
our 50th anniversary the Elders of the 
Van Nuys Church have asked me to as
semble information concerning our con
gregation. In my research I have found 
most of our former preachers. I need help 
in locating some of them. If you have any 
information concerning any of these 
" Old-Time" p1·eachers, please let me know: 
James Saunders, J oe Hunter, Bill Mc
Cown, Roy Tidwell, and Wallace Thomp
son. Please send information on these 
men or any other information concerning 
the Van Nuys Church to Bob Whiddon, 
1316 N. Choctaw, Claremore, OK, 74017. 

SPEAK EVIL OF NO MAN (1) 
(Continued from page 7) 

to intent. So slander does not have to be 
malicious to be slander. How carefully we 
should consider our common practice of 
filing our conver sations with negatives 
about other people I It is slander, and it is 
sin, brethren. 

The KJV translates this word in Ro
mans 1:30 as backbiters. This translation 
obscures the meaning and may be why we 
have not seen the point before. We think 
of a backbiter as someone who gossips 
behind someone's back. As we said in the 
previous article, that thought is expressed 
by the word used just before it (gossips 
in NASV, whispe?·e1·s in KJV). The word 
backbiter must have changed in meaning 
since 1511. (more next week) 
504 Calton Road, Laredo, Texas 

1981 SAN FRANCISCO 
LECTURESHIP 

Theme: " The Bible, an ancient 
book for modern times" 

Date: November 12-_14, 1981 

Place: Lake Merced Church of 
Christ, 777 Brotherhood Way, 

San Francisco, California 

Speakers: 
A. C. Christman, Dallas, Texas 
Granville Drmgoole, Oakland, CA. 
Wayne Jackson, Stockton, CA. 
Duward Lee, Denver, CO. 
Hugo McCord, Oklahoma City, OK. 
J. J. Turner, Los Angles, CA. 

For additional information or assistance 
with lodging, please call one of our min· 
lsters: Hugh Norricd, (415) 687·2613, 
Windell Fikes. (415) 588-8177, Leo Corpuz, 
(4 15) 334-4773 or our church secretary, 
Don Gordon (415) 355-2610. 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Bo% 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phono 817-645-9208 

• -·-·-·-=- -·-- -·- -·-·-·- -· 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preacher~ T eacl?er~ Personal Worker~ 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional '2nd Year of G raduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTUR~ESHIP 
Includes Thrust Debate Competition 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
April 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE: TnJth and En·o1· in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebel Music, Ira Rice, Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, William Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 3, 1981 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertlaln~r in thla section $1.50 per line. Desi!l'ned espedally to accommodate conlrt"'!J:Biio.ns 

advtrtlainar meeting plneea, prenehers steki.ns:- work or eon~:re~:atlont sceklntr p rcaehera. Also other 
aeetptablc matter. 

Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in 
Chula Vlstn, Cnlifornlu. Plense send resume nnd 
11ict.uro t.o l 'ctc CnmpiJcll, 928 Piccnrd Ave., Snn 
Diego, Cu. 92164 or cnll (714) 690-2960 or - 421 · 
5 00 in the evening. 
PnEPUOLICATION SALE: Memphis School ol 
Prenchln~r Lectures. "A Sun•ey of the First Fifteen 
Yenrs,'' Volume I ia currently being prepared for n 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion cnn be reserved by sending SIO.OO per bnrd 
cover, $8.00 J>Cr soft cover. to: The Kingdom Press, 
P.O. Box 346. Rosiclnrc, IL. 62982. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCB OF CH RIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Prencllins;'-Per10nnl Evnng<:lls m- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"npproved for Veternn's training'' 

Leonard M. Gray- Director 
(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KJLLEEN, TEXAS 
Sout hside Church ot Christ 1605 S. Trlm
m le r Rd. Robert L. Grogg, Minister. Phone 
C34- 6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10 :30 A .M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.l\L 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
LAIOJ:'\VOOD OIIUUOII OF CHRIST 

466 So. Younglleld Ct. 
Tole.: 988-102 4 

See Yellow Pages For Se r vice Times 
T rnnslnllon for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

ARLI NGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin~: St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
notion's capita l & historic N. Va. Lord 's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. G :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritunl Feut. 

CH.A'l'HA.'\1, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YOR'K CITY AREA. 201- 635- 6810 or 
201 -6~5-2688. 

ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CIIRIST, 2700 Do Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or frlenda In Alaakn. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorn~re, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-768<1 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCUOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Ron d 

P l en11o n t on, Cnllfornl n 114500 
James W . Forguson, Sr., Dlroctor 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAl, 
HAWAU. P h. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h ot Chris t, 4647 H nunala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CH URCH OF CHRIST . 16655 15th 
Avenuo N.E., Senttlc, Wnah . 9815G. H you know 
oomcono moving to the C•enter Seattle nrca drop 
us n line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contnct 
them. 

LQS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CllU RCil OF CHRIST 

12th nnd Hoover Streets 
Sunday \Vorahlp S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M .• 
Minlstera: Ltwls Frisby, 714-U2-2S86; 

------;,;P:,;•;::u;;;l,.,l;.:l;;arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Lognn 303-789-4749 

l\Ine BnrtC!I!, Evnnp;eliat 
BREWER, JlfAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hill!. 
Sundny clu.aaoa. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 856-4388. V isiton Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E . lllorgon Ave., 
U.S. 400 E o8t Oppo8lte J(-lllnrt. Office 4'1'1-
5!!71. n obb,.. "\V.ndc, liiin. 470-4056. 
A'lT'N. MII.lTARY- UPTOWN CH U RCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARD INO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St . Sunday 0 :30 & 10:30 nnd G:OO P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 o r W. P. J olly, Min. 795-231 1. 
"EMI'LOYMI':N'l': NOR'I'JI ERN CALIFORNIA . 
Sierra Children'• llome Is currently hiring child 
care stllff. (Chrlsllnn couples.) Good pay nnd bene
fits. H Interested . contnct Steve Berp;mnn. Execu
tive Director. nt P.O. !lox 697, Vncnville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/ 448-3657." 
RELIGIOUS BOO:iK=s-=B"'O"'U""C"'E"'l=Tc-. -=,~V:-ny-n-e"""'S"'te,....--pb:-e-n-s, 
P .O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklnhomn 74801. 
Tho CHURCII OJo' CHRIST in Groom, Tex. is in 
need of a sound Prencher 38 to 55 yenrs of age. 
For cong regnLion of 70 to 75 members. Nice three 
bd. rm. houae and nil utlliti"" furnished. Snlnry 
open, Write or enll collect to HENRY MERRICK. 
PO 594, GROOM. TEXAS. 79039. PH. 806-248-2961. 

WREN YOU V ISIT TilE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stny In a Christian home. Rensonnble rntes. For 
more information cnll 616-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Grnhnm nt 312 BeiiCield Rd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
Preaeh~r W nnted. Smnll church 18 mi. south of 
Lubbock . Texns. Fnrminp; community. New 3 B.R. 
home. Fully s upported. Also mission work in N.E. 
Good schools. Elders. New Home. Texns. Phones: 
806/998-4904 ; 924-7673; 924·7237; 92•1-H64. 
Needed Youth Dlrcct.or/Sonl<lender. Contnct C. Q. 
Znndng•·irf, GOO Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(512) 663-2802 (Elder). Church o f Christ. Devine. 
SUN CITY, OALIFORNlA Volley Ohurclt of 
Chrl•t. Como vls l t us. Phone 714-679 -1010. 

"BIBLE Collc11e Trnlnlng through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Dible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Tcxn.a." 

V UJUA, ARIZ., 051 ,V, ::8th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

Picnyune. Miss. cong•·egntion. locntcd near the M is· 
s issippi Gulf Coast, seeking lon ~r-term , full time 
minister. Offering indlvlduolized snlnry and benefit 
pncknge. Mcmborahitl ove r I 00 in growing com
m unity o( over 12,000 PCOIJIC. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call nrcn code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-08 12. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Scnlcrest Dr., Picuyunc, Miss. 39466. 

We're on the move I Now Avcrngin~r 185. By De
cember '81 22G. by December '82 285. currently. 
ministc1· stnfC of th•·ee. Need full time Personnl 
worker to (A l expand present g roup and (B) de
velop n neurby nrcn to atnrt new congregations. 
Fields nrc ripe. Trcmcndoua growth opportunities. 
Full salnry nnd movl ng c:xpena"" ready now, wait
ing on the ri1<ht mnn. Long term commitments. If 
interested. cnll nighLa (612) 424-2656, Roy Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, n suburb 
o f Minnenpolis . Minncaotn. 

CH URCH OF Cl!JHST IN JIOLLYWOOD 
GOO N. Hossmorc (at Clinton) Lob Angeles 90004 
Su ndny: . Clnascs lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Minister•: Robert Blnir nnd Dnle Linge 
'fel. (213) 463-6352 

MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting nm>llcntlons for housepnrents nnd relie f
housepurenLa. Wo con offer Yt'U n snlnry, 11\·ing ex
penses. mcdicnl insuroncc. rctirem~nt insurance . 
vncntion nnd dnys orr. For nddilionnl informat ion 
nnd npplicntion forma contnct Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B. Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 
"lnformntion on Alnaknn and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Cnll 602/ 94l-80!4, Department 
GG6. Phone Cnll rcfundnble." 
WE RE BI ND CHERISHED niBLE5-w rlte for free 
lenthcr anmploa nnd prices. Dible Bindery, Eox 2485, 
Abilene, 'l'exns 79604. 
JOB INFORMATlON- Alnaknn nnd Ov~rscns em
ployment . Grent Income potential. Cnll 602-941-8014. 
Dept. GG6. Phone cull refundnble. 
" CiffiiSTIAN MSW SOCI AL WORKER NEEDED 
t.o work with the IIIndison Children's home, l\Iedison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Cnll Nick 
Boone nt 616/868~1606 or 868-3360 for information." 
The Church nt Terrn Belin, Cnlifornin can furnish 
3-bedroom. double-wide mobile home on 2 aues by 
church building for t>reneher who con furnish re
mainder of BUilllOrt. English. Spnniah, or bi-linP:Unl. 
New buildinsr. new work, mission nrea. Near root
hills betwC!I!n Fresno and Bnkerafield. Write Ed 
Sisemore, Rt. I. Box 136A, Tcrrn Bella. Ca. 93270. 
or cnll 209/535-4339 or 20!l/781-44<11. 
Preacher wonted: Recent education, will need portio! 
support. Primnry requlremcnt-Cnmpus evnngelism. 
Should be under thirty yenra of nge, nnd married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1215, Seward. 
Alnskn 99664. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. H OUSE PROVJDED 
AND SA LARY NECO'J'IABLE. PLEASE SEN D 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHR IST. BOX •14<1. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78356. 
Phone: G 12/348-3006. 
LET US SliAR}~ W!Tll YOU Sermons. Lectures. 
nnd \Vorkshop lc880ttH on cnsHolt.cs (J'Om our Nationa l 
Tune Londinlt Librnry. H illc•·est Church o( Christ, 
6!7 Dacon . Abilene. 'l'exas 70601. Write for details. 
Full set of Pulpit Cornmentnry, excellent condition, 
$145. includes shipping. Send SASE for mimeo
graphed list or other used books to Floyd Lord; 138 
North 0 St.; Lomvoc. CA 93436. 

CENTURY 21 RUVY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents rendy to serve) 

It you nrc movu•J: nnywherc in tbe U.S.A. or 
Cnnndn we cnn put you In touch with an ethical, 
cnring pro fessional Renltor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
Cor Mol or Rudy. 1·918-437.,.1433. 

CENTURY %1 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklnhoma 74129. 

Each office Is Independently owr.ed and operated. 
For Snlc: A 13 Dick Offset Press. Model #326 in 
working order. Mnkc orrcr. We also hnve used 
songbooks to J.:lvc nwny to uny congregation who is 
wlllin).C' t.o pny 1>oslaJ.~U O l' ft·oight or J)ick up here. 
Univers ity Chu1·ch of Christ, P.O. Jlox 427. Canyon. 
'I' X 7901 r.. 806/656-3925. 
F.XPERIENCF:D PRJ,;ACHER Available for Preach
ing. At•pointmcnts within ~00 m ile rndius Atlanta, 
Gn. Hn,·ding g rncluute. Contact R oy Stephenson. 
335 Tnll Tr~-e. Bogart, Go. 30622 or (Jhone 
4 04 -726-6887. 
Minister. ,.;th growth track record lookin1< for n 
congres;:ntion wnnLins.t to grow. nnd a lea.dershiJl 
willing to give direction . IS years of CXJ>Crience, 37 
years old, married with 3 children. Del('r~llf.S. , 
lii.S. Ed .. and P h.D. (pendln!<) in counseling. For
me•· Christian School Administrator. Comt>lete 
re•ume and re ference• uPOn rC<tuest. Contnct.: W. E. 
Harvell, 202 Stonewnll ltd., Columbia, Tenn. 38401: 
615/388-8828. 
EXPERIENCED PREACHER AVAILABLE for im
mediate relocntion. Crnduntc of Freed-Hnrdemnn. 
E.~cellcnt references. Charles P. WC!t. P. 0. Box 97, 
Newton, Miss. 39345. Call (912) 537-7549 or (601) 
683-3248. 
"Church of Christ. Pix ley. Cnlifornin desires sound 
gospel t>reucher for fulllime position. Prefer mature 
fnmi ly mnn between nges of 26 and 55 . Good salnry 
plus home, utilities nnd other benefits. Send resume 
to Chtii'Oh of Chl'iHt, c/o W. Chu·k, 1182 Herital{e 
Court. 'l'ulnre. CA 93274." 

INVIDSTIGATE I The Flrm Fou nd.ntlo n 
trle11 to acrccn ndverU•Ing, nnd .... n s not 
knowlnglr tnke qucatlonnblc odverdal ng, 
Out lt h• the r e nde r'11 reaponalb lllty to ln
veatlgntc. Like ony otltcr p n per, we aome
tlmell unwitting!,.. rnn on u n worthy a d. 
Aa the o l d anylng goea, before you lnvellt. 
IDVC8tlg.ntel 

A Firm Fountlntlon aub8crlptlon makes a 
w onderful blrt hdny or nnnlversary gitt. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

15 [703] 



16 [704] FIRM FOUNDATION'-NOVEMBER 3, 1981 



Vol. 98, No. 45 

A convoy ol over thirty fully loaded trucks wend$ its way through C zech· 
oslovakia on its way to Poland, as Christians in ihe United States d e livered 
food to Christians in Poland. Christians t here are especially hard hi t by 
the economic and political events of recent weeks. In response t o a plea 
made by two American churches and by brethren in Europe, well over 
$ 1,000,000.00 was contributed in a single weekend by churc hes of C hrist 
in America and Europe. Food was purchased in West Germany, and f ifteen 
drivers from t he U.S. and a few more t ha n that from Europe delive red the 
relief to t ho poor saints who are in Pola nd. A milita ry escort was provided 
for the convO'f b'f \1\e Cuch government through that country, and the 
Polish government provided an escort as well. The provisions were delivered 
directly into the hands of brethren. The church has just recently received 
legal recognition from tho Polish government- a st ep they had been 
struggling and praying for for many years. 

Austin, Texas. Novemb.:rf\)10, 1981.. 
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Isn't There a Better Way? 
We have heard so many speeches and read so many 

church bulletins in the last six months that were dedi
cated to cutting someone to pieces, or to destroying 
the work of some church or group, that we are con
siderably discouraged. An ego that has to be fed on 
such stuff really doesn't f it a born-again person at all. 
There just has to be a better way of dealing with our 
problems. 

The great loss to the church of the bright young 
preachers who have given up and are leaving is ap
palling. They are not all crooks, renegades and apos
tates. They have simply become disillusioned with our 
critical bickering and the completely unchristian and 
downrght sinf ul methods of our dealing with them. 

When you set out to change the way things have 
traditionally been done people are going to r esist it. 
Things we do not know anything about we fear most. 
Someone can come up with scare talk and, regardless 
of how false and unfair it may be, t housands will be
lieve it and seize upon it rather than go to the trouble 
of finding out whether t here is any validity to the 
charge. Saturate people with one issue after another, 
and they feel that where there is smoke there must be 
fire. It isn't necessarily so. We are suffering right now 
from sins of disposit ion more than from sins of dissipa
tion. Someone r ecently said, "The church is the only 
army I know that kms its own wounded." 

We have developed an issue oriented church. Every
one is asking, "What will be the "issues" in the next 
ten years. Seemingly we have to have issues, one after 
the other. I ssue oriented Christianity is not the Chris
tianity of the New Testament, and an issue oriented 
church is not the church of the New Testament. Any 
issue oriented institution will die with the issue. De
nominationa lism has proved that. When we become ob
sessed with issues, and our heroes are those who can 
grind out one issue after another, God will not allow 
us to prosper. 

Most of the people in the Bible seldom behaved very 
well. Recall them all and it will surprise you how im
perfect the best of them were. The most of them were 
horrible. There were a few decent people, but for the 
most part they were the kind of people t he contempo
rary church would seriously contemplate withdrawing 
fellowship from-men like David and Solomon, to say 
nothing of Cain, Jacob, and even Peter. They could 
have all been written up in certain papers. 

True, there were some nice, decent folk in Bible 
times, but many were over anxious to label somebody or 
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something a cult. They would probably have run an ad 
in a heathen newspaper to let all the heathen world 
know that they disassoc.iated themselves from meat
eating brethren. They would probably have wanted the 
whole world to know that they disassociated themselves 
from the "sect everywhere spoken against." They 
would want it known that they did not eat with the 
gentiles. Their pharisaicistic robes were not spotted. 

Our brethren have never been known for emphasiz
ing the sweet and lauding the well behaved. They have a 
reputation for chewing on the world and cannibalizing 
the church. This is an image we could change-but 
probably won't. We could start loving each other and 
helping each other and supporting each other, but we 
will probably continue to eat each other-alive. 

It should be enough that Christians endure the 
scorn, pain, ang uish and persecution heaped upon them 
by heathen, but too often they must have the added 
burden of attacks by vicious brethren. It is a double 
tragedy when those who should be bearing bm·dens and 
sharing shame feel obligated to add to it. There has 
to be a better way. 

We believe that there is an alternate life style, and 
that someone should point the way toward a gentleness 
toward each other that would make us all feel more like 
brothers. Surely there is enough love among those who 
preach so much on the subject to provide an alternative 
to t he prevailing yen to mark someone, expose some
one, or blacklist someone. 

We believe this entire subject merits serious con
sideration. There must be a better way. We wish there 
were some kind of appetite destroying pill that could 
be swallowed that would make muckraking and wind
mill t ilting extremely nauseous to us and to those who 
engage in it. If we didn't have the taste for such things 
the number of those who supply the market would 
diminish. 

But, then, the giant killers would be hard put to come 
up with something that has the pulling power of an 
expose. Preaching and writing about nice, beautiful 
lovely people doesn't draw like a diatribe against some 
real or imagined evil. Our gladiatorial orientation de
mands blood-anybody's blood. The same thing that 
makes TV producers feed a world on violence and smut 
is still present in us not -much-born-again folk. There 
must be a better way. 
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A Chunh on Trial 
EDWARD FUDGE 

~ literature teacher I know told his high school class that 
t~e1r next study would be the plays of Shakespeare. They met 
his a?nouncement with a chorus of groans. "Aw ," replied one 
e.specially recalcitrant pupil with a mouthful of gum "We don't 
hke Shakespeare." "Young man," the teacher rebutted with 
great. conviction, "Shakespeare is not on trial!" 

This anecdote may illustrate more than we think. The very Son 
of ~od once stood on trial, before men who should have fallen 
a: h1s feet an~ p~ed for mercy. Peter encouraged suffering Chris
bans by remmding them that their persecutors must answer to 
God who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. 
. There ~a~ a time when Jerusalem housed God's Temple with 
Its sanctlfymg Glory. But the citizens missed the whole point 
~hen they took that as a personal compliment instead of seeing 
It as a solemn responsibility. Jeremiah rebuked them for putting 
their .t~ust in even holy real estate, and Ezekiel told them that 
the divme Presence was not bound to a particular place. 
. Toda~ we nee~ to be reminded of these same eternal prin

ciples. . T~e glorious. church" is a picture we now see only in 
hope-It IS not a mirror reflection of anything presently on 
e~r.th. "Restoration" can be a noble plea, but only as an un
flmshed task. God's people have always been their own worst 
enemy, and oftentimes the greatest hindrance to his intended 
work. We tend to be so nearsighted. We would far rather erect 
monuments than to pack our bags. We are so prone to worship 
the braz~n snakes God happened to use for a moment, instead 
of followmg the same God on today's journey in the uncharted 
wilderness. 

Our times cry out for genuine Christianity! Our nation is al
most drowned in what E. J. Carnell called soul-sorrow. Like the 
figure in "Old Man River," people are "tired of living and scared 
of dyi~g." And too often, like the river, we "just keep rollin' 
along. Yet every need translates into opportunity-and re
sponsibility for the true people of God. 
T~e infinite-personal God is really there, Francis Schaeffer 

remmds us, and he is not silent! There is "reason to believe " 
urges Clark Pinnock. The evidence "demands a verdict," insists 
Josh McDowell. And the inspired Apostle Paul brings us up 
short. For "God has entrusted unto us the message of recon
cilation." A lost world is on trial-but so in a fearful sense is 
the professing church. ' ' 

Times have never been riper in the religious world either, for 
~n unadulter~ted. proclamation of pure Christianity. Main-line 
liberal denommations are losing ground, as disenchanted mem
bers decide their churches have nothing worth their time. In 
many c~nservative churches, too, new generations of graduates 
leav~ hig~ school and. ::each the same conclusions. Sweeping 
charismatic fervor testifies to spiritual dearth in almost every 
quarter, however one finally evaluates its particular response 
to that drought. 

'V! e witness a great break-down of denominational allegiances. 
It IS probably safe to say that, apart from fundamentalist and 
sect-type examples, most ministerial students and many churches 
have little concern for the label they wear. More and more the 
remark is heard, "I'm really a Christian. I just happen to belong 
to such-and-such a church." 

This does not reflect a demise of interest in biblical Chris
tian~t~. Quite the c?ntrary! All over the country, confessing 
Chr1sbans are commg out in the daylight. The descriptive 
phrase "Born-again" may have become devalued currency 
through overuse. But Satan knows what it represents at its 
best, and he must tremble every time it reaches his ears. 

The pews are full of people starving for Bible teaching
under all kinds of church signboards. Here simply witness the 
burgeoning growth of independent, Bible-based churches of many 

~tripes: Wh~t~er they. emphasize prophecy (dispensationalists), 
1mmed1ate divme workmgs (charismatics), social action ("peace" 
churches, "young evangelicals") or "old-time" revivalism and 
lifestyles (Jerry Falwell types), their diversified presence still 
mak:s a single point. Conviction breeds courage, and passion 
has 1ts own power. We can ignore all these groups if we wish, 
but we do so at our own peril. God wasn't bound to live in 
Jerusalem in Ezekiel's day, and neither is he limited to work 
through our own 19th century American restoration movement. 
. Many biblical themes are taking on a popularity our genera
ti~n has never seen, including some our movement has usually 
missed. The quest for Christian "community" is one, as is a 
growing interest in a "simple" life. Social justice has roots that 
go deep in Scripture, and many conservative churchmen are 
awakening to that neglected area of full-bodied Christianity. 

Evangelism is thriving, sometimes in a way that assaults our 
Western pride. One of the world's most effective revivalists is 
now Luis Palau, a native of Argentina. "Third-world" countries 
report more conversions across the Protestant spectrum than 
any of the so-called developed nations. Missiologists tell us that 
the center of gravity is shifting rapidly in World Christendom, 
and may well resettle somewhere in Africa. How will we feel 
when evangelical missionaries from the "dark continent" come 
calling, trying to reawaken Americ~'s worn-out and sleepy 
Church? 

There are many ways we might respond to such a change of 
affairs. The prophetic books are replete with illustrations of 
those at ease in Zion, whose rest is suddenly interrupted by a 
message from their Sponsor. Their reactions could fill a Candid 
Camera. Some simply shredded the scroll containing God's mes
sage and threw it in the fire. Some wanted to burn God's 
messengers. Others pulled up their self-righteous robes and tried 
to drown out reality by a chant: "The Temple of the Lord-The 
Temple of the Lord-The Temple of the Lord." Some tried to 
stop the truth with bribes, others with threats, others with 
mockery or intimidation. 

But like hound dogs baying at the moon, it was all for nothing. 
When they quit howling, the moon was still there. Nothing 
could change facts, whether a slimy pit, a wooden yoke, or a 
prison cell. The only one who truly sees has to keep on talking. 
God's word was, and still is, sweet in the mouth but bitter in the 
belly. He generally gives a double gift-the privilege of be
lieving, and suffering for his sake. 

Prophets may resign, but God's word burns their insides until 
they have to re-sign. They are moved by inner necessity, not 
outward success. Most of the people listen to them like an au
dience at a concert, God warned Jeremiah in advance. They enjoy 
the performance then go their way and promptly forget all that 
has been said. "And how long do I keep preaching?" asked the 
newly-commissioned Isaiah. "Until no one is left to hear," was 
God's reply. 

We, too, may shut our ears to facts we do not like, or sing 
louder and try to drown them out, but realities remain the same. 
Opportunities do not disappear and responsibilities do not go 
away. Like the shunned S~maritan who pulled over when the 
priest and Levite passed, or like (the Catholic!) Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta, we may find that God's timely service dirties our 
hands-and sometimes turns our stomachs. 

Evangelism will have to change from an item in our budget 
to an issue in our daily life. The love we profess must be prac
ticed if it is to be believed. God has always seen the heart; it is 
before the eyes of man that works must justify our claim to 
faith. The world is wiser than we think-the ability to spot a 
phony has become essential to survival. Weekly professional 
performances cannot assuage the world's sorrow of soul. 
Bourgeoisie programs may stroke and coddle a particular class, 
but they will never substitute for the bread and water of Life. 

Nor, on the other hand, will revolutionary rhetoric. There is 
nothing holy about the status quo, but neither is it sanctified 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's Drawing Power 
O.H.TABOR 

When the Jews were murmuring against Jesus because be 
said he was the Bread of life he said to them, "No one can come 
to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will 
raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets: They 
will all be taught by God. Everyone who listens to the Father 
and learns from him comes to me" (John 6:43-45). It is plain 
here that God draws one to Christ by teaching, but it is not set 
out what God uses as his teaching which is powerful enough 
to cause one to come to Christ. Perhaps what Jesus said to 
Nicodemus at the early part of his ministry and what he said 
when the hour had come to be glorified sheds light on the subject. 

He said in the Nicodemus discourse, "Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the desert, so the Son of man must be lifted up, that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life" (John 3:14). 
Jesus said, "But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men to myself.'' He said this to show the kind of death he was 
going to die. When Jesue made this last statement, the shadow 
of the cross lay across his path. His hour had come. The 
"grain of wheat" was about to fall into the ground to die and 
rise up again-his body. His body was a prepared body without 
spot or blemish, Hebrews 10:5. Jesus Christ was truly, "The 
Lamb of God" getting ready to take away the sin of the world 
by dying on Calvary. This, as an act of God, is that which God 
proclaims to the world which draws men to the Son. No greater 
love has ever been shown. One has so rightly said, "As the man 
Jesus is himself the revealing Word of God, he is the source 
of our knowledge of our own nature as created by God." 

To be sure the "drawing power" displayed itself while he hung 
on the cross. Multitudes gathered and watched him there. The 
women watched and wept. Some smote their breasts in sorrow. 
But we have to notice not the curiosity or the natural emotion 
of just someone dying, but the spiritual attraction of Calvary. 
We see the incomparable love as Jesus mentioned to Nicodemus 
at the beginning. God so loved that he gave. We see the mys
terious charm of Calvary when this young, beautiful charac
ter died so alone. We see the Shepherd smitten for the flock, 
Matthew 26:31; Zech. 13:7. We see this Friend of publicans and 
sinners laying down his life as the price of man's redemption. 

We ask, whither does the crucified One draw those whom his 
influence of love affects? The truth is that we view here, not 
merely, a historic scene which powers soon die away as the body 
gives up life, but a "drawing power" for the millions throughout 
thousands of years. This "drawing power," exerted from Cal
vary, continues today stronger than ever and will last for time 
and eternity. They sang a new song saying: "You are worthy 
to take the scroll and to open the seals, because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased men to God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation" (Rev. 5:9-10). Again thou
sands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand in a 
loud voice sang: "Worthy is the Iamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 
and praise" (Rev. 5 :11-12). 

All who have been drawn by the power of his death on Cal
vary have been crucified with him, buried and raised to live the 
new life. They can sing, "Tis done the great transaction's done: 
I am my Lord's and he is mine! He drew me, and I followed on, 
charmed to confess his voice divine.'' 
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The power of the cross brings into safety, peace and life and 
into constant fellowship with all new creatures on this earth 
in the living body of Christ. His power, though great and 
mighty, is a personal power which draws individuals to a per
sonal Saviour, Friend and Lord. Men are drawn by the cross not 
to a system, but to Christ. Today, this "drawing power" is that 
which is pulling men up toward God. An old lady, who sat in 
pain, lonely and sick, but happy and free and patient was asked, 
How? How can you, in your condition, look up with so much 
joy and hope? Her answer was, "There is something lifting me 
up and giving me hope.'' This is true with every soul who lives 
near the cross. They sang, "Jesus, keep me near the cross." 

The cross is a division point between darkness and light, be
tween the old and the new between the kingdom of heaven and 
the kingdom of satan. As beautiful as the story is, and as much 
as it thrills our souls there are some who consider it a foolish 
thing. Paul encountered such people and said, "For the message 
of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18). At 
the cross we see a double set of diverse facts. We see at the cross 
God's amazing love and man's hatred, the loving nail-scared 
hands of Jesus and the wicked hands. of men. We see God's mercy· 
as it flowed so freely and we see man's sins. It is said, "God so 
loved ..• he gave" (John 3:16). "Ye by wicked hands have taken 
and crucified" (Acts 2 :32). The cross is surely a place of victory 
in Jesus Christ. Sin brought guilt, bondage and dominion, but 
when we behold the "Lamb of God," we see freedom from sin and 
bondage through his blood. At the cross we may come to God's 
appointed meeting place and be brought together as one. Once 
sin had separated man from God but by the cross there is com
munion. Also great division and separation between them has 
been broken down by the cross. "For be himself is QUr peace, 
who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with 
its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create 
in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and 
in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the 
cross, by which he put to death this hostility" (Eph. 2 :14-16). 

,At the cross the end of the old order came to a sudden close 
and the new day and order was ushered in. By his blood the new 
creatures are bought and they make up the new community or 
body on earth. 

The cross is surely a turning point for thousands of souls. 
Here we see love in action and as an act of Almighty God. It is 
not what we have done for ourselves but here we must own that 
by this act of Calvary, even when we were underserving, proves 
God was not just talking but acting in our behalf. Such love is 
surely arresting and no person who views this act of God cor
rectly will ever be the same. 

The cross is a place of decision for millions who stand and 
view it today. It is a story fresh and new and not merely a page 
out of a musty history. Such a scene of love calls for a response 
from hearts. As response is made the living Christ renews the 
soul and ever lives in such a soul and will never leave that soul 
alone. Then some sweet day the angel band will come for that 
soul and give it a new body like unto his glorious body and 
share with him his glory in the new realms beyond. 
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Church Growth Update 

Problems do not go away when we 
stick our heads in the sand and take a 
''business as usual" approach-but there 
is nothing at all pessimistic about facing 
the facts. Church growth requires an ac
curate assessment of our present situation. 
Church growth begins with each individual 
Christian and each local congregation 
facing the facts, placing full trust in the 
power of the gospel, and doing what must 
be done to share the gospel message with 
the lost. So let us begin by looking at some 
facts. 

In 1965, the various almanacs and year
books reported that the churches of Christ 
in the United States had between 16,000 
and 17,000 local congregations with a total 
membership of around 2,500,000. These 
figures reflected a tremendous growth in 
the previous 20-year period. If we had 
continued to grow at the rate we were 
growing between 1945 and 1965, the al
manac and yearbook figures today would 
indicate a total membership of around 
4,000,000. Instead, the 1980 almanacs and 
yearbooks report that we now have around 
3,000,000 members in approximately 
18,000 congregations in the United States. 
These almanac and yearbook figures indi
cate some continued growth since 1965, 
but they also indicate a significant de
crease in the rate of growth. 

Since 1970, I have been doing survey 
research in the churches of Christ 
throughout the United States. These sur
veys have involved all appropriate con
trols: random sampling, follow-up with 
non-responders, and analysis of statistical 
significance in the obtained results. These 
surveys indicate ·that: 1) our rate of 
growth started to decline soon after 1965; 
2) our rate of growth has continued to 

· decline every year since then; and, 3) 
early in 1980 we reached zero-level growth 
and started decreasing .in total member
ship throughout the United States. Only 
23 percent of our congregations today are 
experiencing any significant increase in 
membership-and most of that increase is 
coming from transfer of membership 
rather than conversions. Forty-one per
cent of our congregations are just holding 
their own. Thirty-six percent of our con
gregations have already started to experi
ence a significant decrease in membership. 

Most of the decline in the growth rate 
of the churches of Christ in the United 
States over the past 15 years has come 
in the South and Southwest. In other parts 
of the United States, the rate of growth 
has been very encouraging-although 
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total membership figures in these areas 
are still relatively small. The picture in 
other parts of the world is also much 
more encouraging. In the past 15 years, 
there has been significant church growth 
in Central America, South America 
India, parts of Africa, and elsewher~ 
around the world. The sharp contrast be
tween the declining rate in the South and 
Southwest, on the one hand, and the very 
encouraging picture in other parts of this 
nation and in foreign mission work on 
the other hand, strongly suggests that we 
need to start regarding our own local 
communities as being "mission fields" and 
start using locally some of the mission 
methods that have produced such good 
results elsewhere. 

Dr. Mac Lynn, a professor at the 
Harding Graduate School of Religion in 
Memphis, Tennessee, recently conducted 
the first really thorough census of the 
churches of Christ in the United States. 
That nation-wide search was, by far, the 
best effort ever made to identify all the 
local congregations of the churches of 
Christ in the United States. That census, 
however, was able to locate only 12 706 
congregations with a total membershi~ of 
only 1,206, 799 as of fall 1980. Further
more, those figures included all the vari
ous "splinter group" congregations. 
Counting only the "main line" congrega
tions, that census was able to locate only 
16,165 congregations with a total mem
bership of only 965,439 as of fall 1980. 

It is possible, of course, that some con
gregations were overlooked in this nation
wide census. As editor of our most thor
ough directory of congregations, Where 
the Satints Meet, Reuel Lemmons is in an 
excellent position to make an educated 
guess on this matter. Brother Lemmons, in 
personal correspoudence with this writer, 
estimated that we have somewhere 
around 14,000 local congregations in the 
United States. If this estimate is accurate, 
if the ratio of "main line" to "splinter 
group" congregations found in Dr. Lynn's 
census is representative, and if any con
gregations that were overlooked in the 
census are average in size-that would 
bring the total to around 1,300,000 mem
bers in the 14,000 congregations and that 
would mean that we have around 11,000 
"main line" congregations with a total 
membership of just over 1,00,000. 

The almanac and yearbook estimates are 
not as far off as they appear. There proba
bly are 3,000,000 people in the United 
States who would say that they are mem-

hers of the church of Christ if anyone ever 
asked them and that is what the almanac 
and yearbook figures are intended to rep
resent. We need to realize, however, that 
this 3,000,000 figure includes 1,500,000 
people who are no longer identified with 
any local congregation anywhere, around 
250,000 members of "splinter group" con
gregations, and around 250,000 children 
and non-member adults who attend our 
"main line" congregations. It is not 
realistic to count on much help from the 
dropouts, the members of "splinter 
group" congregations, or the children and 
non-member adults who attend our "main 
line" congregations. In realistic terms, 
what we can count on in the United States 
is just over 1,000,000 members in around 
10,000 to 11,000 "main line" congregations. 

An accurate assessment of our present 
situation also requires an understanding 
of what our "main line" congregations are 
like. Counting only the "main line" con
gregations identified in Dr. Lynn's recent 
census-we have only one with more than 
3,000 members, only four with 2,000 or 
members, around 25 with 1,000 or more 
members, around 200 with 500 or more 
members, and less than 650 with 300 or 
more members. These congregations with 
300 or more members make up only six 
percent of our congregations, but they ac
count for around one third of our total 
membership. Fewer than 2,000 congrega
tions have 175 or more members, but these 
congregations account for half our total 
membership. More than half our congre
gations have fewer than 75 members, but 
these 5,000-or-so smallest congregations 
have less than one fourth of our total 
membership. 

These are some of the facts that must 
be faced. On the basis of these facts, it 
seems obvious that we do not have an end
less supply of large, strong, rich congre
gations capable of supporting the many 
mission works and benevolent works we 
need to do around the world. That means 
that if any local congregation fails to do 
its part-that work will not be done. If 
any individual Christian fails to do his or 
her part-that work will not be done. 
There simply are not enough local congre
gations or individual Christians to take 
up the slack. Mat. 9 :37 and Luke 10:2 
show that the Lord wants us to know how 
few laborers there are so that we will 
know how much depends on each one and 
thus begin to work as we should. 
10724 East 28th Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74129 
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Effects of Excessive Emphasis 
LESLIE LEONARD 

It takes more than being baptized to be 
a Christian· yet many members of the 
church fail to understand this simple fact. 
They are like the member of a congrega
tion I once knew who had a stock answer 
for almost any religious question be was 
asked. No matter what the question. wa~: 
his answer was, "You have to be baptlzed. 

He seemed to think that being baptiz~d 
was all that was involved in being a Chns
tion. So when I taught the adult class I 
usually tried to avoid asking him questions 
to keep from becoming entangled in a 
hopeless struggle of trying to drag more 
information from him than, "You have to 
be baptized." Since then I have found _th~t 
he is not alone in believing that Christiani
ty starts and ends with being baptized. 

I feel that excessive emphasis on bap
tism has distorted the truth for these peo
ple. They fail to understand that the Chris
tian life also involves living a different 
kind of.life. As a result they are the source 
of many of the problems in the church. 

For me to suggest that we have dealt 
with the subject of baptism excessively 
will sound to some as blasphemy, but we 
need to take a look at the situation. The 
church is in trouble and a lot of the trouble 
comes from a lack of understanding of 
what it means to be a Christian. I'm the 
last person who would teach, or even sug
gest, that baptism isn't necessary. But I 
also realize that we may have drowned the 
church in this subject. 

We have dealt with this subject ex
tensively because of our concern for the 
lost. This concern has lead us to combat 
the false teaching on the subject by em
phasizing the necessity of baptism. But it 
is also possible that we have become so 
engrossed with this subject that we have 
overlooked the real problem. 

The real problem is not a lack of knowl
edge about baptism. It is a lack of suf
ficient faith in God and in his word. Many 
who call themselves Christians but refuse 
to be baptized, or substitute some other 
mode for baptism, simply lack sufficient 
faith to do what the Scriptures teach. Peo
ple with strong faith who sincerely want 
to do the Lord's will do not quibble about 
this subject. Of course there are some who 
have been deceived, or misinformed, who 
need help to find the truth. 

But our reaction to those who do not 
accept what the Bible teaches on baptism 
has been to the extreme. It is wonderful 
that we're concerned about the lost, but 
there are other factors beside our concern 
for the lost that has caused us to dwell 
on this subject. 

One reason may be a lack of understand
ing of the real problem. Sermons should be 
preached to instruct the lost, but teaching 
on baptism is not aU that is needed. There 
is more to preaching the gospel than 
preaching on baptism. But that is what 
we have done. We have convinced some of 
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the members of the church that baptism 
is the only subject of importance in the 
Bible. 

Excessive use of anything distorts, and 
can become sinful. Eating and drinking, 
acts that are not wrong in themselves, can 
become sinful when done to excess. The 
same is true of preaching on only one sub
ject. 

Another reason for preaching on this 
subject is that members of the church like 
to hear sermons on baptism. They like to 
be told that they are right. That is a 
normal human trait. We all like to be told 
that we are right. We also like to hear that 
other people are wrong because it sug
gests that we are right, although we may 
not be. It doesn't do any good for us to 
point our finger at others and emphasize 
where they have failed. It may make us 
feel better, stroke our ego, make us feel 
secure, but it certainly doesn't improve us 
in any 1way. We may be failing in a dozen 
other ways. 

But preachers are often rated on how 
well and how often, they preach on bap
tism'. The better they are at skinning the 
denominations on this subject the better 
they are supposed to be, although they 
may not be doing the members of the 
church one bit of good. They like to hear 
how the denominations are wrong, how 
they are lost because they haven't been 
baptized, and how the members of the 
church are saved because they have. Too 
often they do not realize that the preacher 
is letting them starve to death spiritually 
while he feeds them junk food. 

A preacher once told about preaching a 
long series of sermons on baptism. He 
covered the subject from every possible 
angle until he was sure he had exhausted 
the subject. He began selecting some other 
subjects only to have one of the elders 
come up to him a couple of weeks later 
and ask, "Why don't you ever preach on 
baptism?" 

Feeding the brethen milk instead of meat 
is dangerous. We develop immature Chris
tians with no idea of how they should live. 
Immature Christians who should "go on 
unto perfection" (Heb. 6:1). Primary 
obedience is essential, but too many fail 
to realize that they are expected to become 
entirely different kinds of people. 

I'm often astonished at the lack of 
understanding among the members of the 
church of what it means to be a Christian. 
One of the greatest failures, or weaknesses, 
of the 20th century church is the failure of 
the members of the church to reproduce 
Christ in their lives. Our greatest need is 
not more elders, preachers, or teachers. It 
is Christians who will present Christianity 
to the world with the lives they live in 
such a way that it will be the thing the 
world hungers for. Christians with lives 
patterned after their Lord's life. 

But too often the world sees those who 
claim to be Christians fighting, wrangling, 

insisting on having their own way, abusing 
other Christians, and leading lives filled 
with the works of the flesh until the non
Christian could say, "See how they hate 
each other." 

Some · seem to think they can destroy 
souls with their rudeness, drive from fel
lowship brethren with their cruelty, drive 
wedges in the brotherhood with their petty 
differences, and still not have to worry 
because they are Christians, they have 
been baptized. They seem to think they 
can do evil until the non-believer is con
vinced that the last thing they would want 
to be is like them, a Christian, yet they 
feel they are safe because they have been 
baptized. They may not know what Peter 
meant when he wrote, "wherefore laying 
aside all malice ... " (2 Peter 2:1), or what 
Paul meant by "mortify your members 
which are upon the earth ..• " (Col. 3:5), 
but they are confident that they are all 
right. They have been baptized. 

They may know by heart Colossians 2:12 
"Buried with him in baptism ... " but they 
have no idea of what the previous verse 
"Circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands" means. They know that 
Romans 6:1-4 teaches that baptism is im
mersion, but they do not realize that bap
tism isn't the subject under discussion. The 
subject is continuing in sin. 

I'm suggesting that excessive preaching 
on baptism has distorted the Scriptures 
and is destroying souls by leading many 
to think that baptism is all there is to be
ing a Christian. This distortion leads to 
complacent, self-satisfied members without 
dedication or commitment. Members with 
weak faith that lack any knowledge of 
God's ways. 

One Sunday evening recently I wor
shiped with about 150 people in an old 
well established congregation. I noticed 
that most of them would be considered 
"Senior Citizens" with only 13 young 
adults, teen-agers, and small children pres
ent. I realized that I was looking at a dying 
congregation. When the preacher began to 
preach I think I saw the reason. (Of course 
I may have just happened to visit at that 
particular time). He preached a good old 
church of Christ sermon, baptism, to a 
room full of people that probably needed 
to hear about anything else. I wondered 
if the 137 elderly people present were well 
grounded in how to live the Christian life. 
Did they know how to live in such a way 
that their family, friends, and neighbors 
would want to be just like them? Would 
they want to be a part of the same church 
they were? I doubt they had. They had 
probably been led to believe, unintention
ally, that if they had been baptized they 
didn't have a thing to worry about. 

As a preacher I realize that I must be 
careful not to preach on a favorite subject 
until I distort the message because it can 
destroy souls. If I do I'll have to answer 
for it. I'll feel like a fool if I stand before 
my Lord and have him ask me, "Didn't 
you know there were other subjects beside 
baptism?" and "Why did you drown the 
church with baptism?" 
Leslie Leonard 

1505 NW 3rd, Abilene, KS 67410 
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Speak Evil of No Man (2) 
DAVID LOVE 

Last week we introduced a study of gos
sip-as it effects the church. We intro
duced five New Testament terms that 
can be translated "gossip." 

This week we begin with a discussion 
of the fifth word and continue the 
thought. Read last week's article first. 

Blasphemia, Slander 
"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 

and clamor and slander be put away from 
you along with all malice." (Ephesians 
4:31, NASV) "Speak evil of no man." 
(Titus 3:2, KJV) 

Thayer defines the word as "railing, 
reviling ... speech injurious to another's 
good name." It is the word used to say 
that a man blasphemes God, that is, that 
a person speaks degradingly or irreverant
ly of God. The corresponding verb is used 
in Romans 3:8 to describe what Paul's 
enemies said to destroy his reputation. 
Both Vine and Thayer define the word as 
a reviling, but that is another word that 
we do not use enough to have a clear 
mental concept of its meaning. Thorndike 
Barnhart Dictionary says that to revile is 
"to call bad names, to abuse with words, 
to speak abusively." 

Slander is speech intended to harm 
someone else. The main thought seems to 
be the attitude behind the words, that is 
when a person intentionally "takes some
one down a notch." It is used most often 
to refer to conversation about a third 
party. However, the word is used in Jude 
9 to refer to the argument between Mi
chael and the devil, and so slander may 
also refer to harsh, bitter words to the per
son himself. In anger many times we say 
things to degrade a person's character, 
things that in calmer moments we know 
are not true. This word, then, warns the 
Christian not to speak harshly or abusive
ly to anyone, or about anyone. 

Loidoria, Insult, Revile 
"Not returning evil for evil, or insult 

for insult but giving a blessing instead." 
(1 Peter 3:9, NASV) 

Vine defines the word as "to abuse, re
vile," and it seems to refer to sarcasm or 
insults. The corresponding verb is used in 
1 Peter 2 :23 to describe how Jesus was 
treated during his mock trial. It is used in 
Acts 23 :4 when Paul was accused of an
swering back to the high priest. God con
siders the habit of insulting others as a 
serious sin. It is translated reviler in 1 
Corinthians 6:10, where we are told that 
revilers will not inherit the kingdom of 
God and in 1 Corinthians 5:11, where it is 
such a serious sin that the reviler should 
be withdrawn from. It seems to refer, then 
to sharp sarcastic language used in an
swering back to a person. We all know 
people whose tongues are so razor sharp 
that you have to keep your distance to 
keep from getting cut. That is a sin, and 
we need to know it. 

After looking at these words, I have 
come to realize that we should "speak evil 
of no man." (Titus 3:2, KJV.) We should 
heed the advice of saying that goes "If 

you can't say something good about some
body, don't say anything at all." 

Why Do People Gossip? 
Rivalry is a common cause. There are 

cliques or factions in a group. One group 
envies, mistrusts, or despites the other. 
When the members of the group get to
gether they declare "open season" on the 
members of the other group. No action or 
motive is left unquestioned. Many times 
the other group is doing the same thing. 
The attitude is that, no matter what the 
person says or does, it must be inter
preted as a personal affront, and so he 
takes offense and makes an attack. Some
times such rivalries surface in Bible 
Classes or business meetings. If a certain 
person says something, his rival is sure 
to take the other side. Such rivalry opens 
the door for a lot of negative, evil state
ments about other people. In the way the 
Bible defines the terms these negative 
evil statements are usually either gossip, 
slander, or insults, depending on the 
11ature of what is said. 

Another common reason why people gos
sip is hurt feelings. Someone gets hurt; 
in retaliation he gets even by saying some
thing about the other person. Sometimes 
it may be more innocent. "Crying on other 
people's shoulders" is a temptation to 
gossip. I do not mean crying on one per
son's shoulder; every person needs a con
fidante from time to time. What I am 
referring to is the person whose feelings 
get hurt, and so he goes to one person to 
get it off his chest, and then he goes to 
another person and tells him the same 
things, and then another, and then an
other, etc. Even if his complaint is true, 
the method turns into gossip. 

A third reason why people gossip is 
pride. We like to be thought of as a per
son "who knows what is going on." So 
we share all we know with everybody we 
know. Considering that we usually dwell 
on the negatives, we inevitably share evil 
things about other people. This tempta
tion is all too common among us and needs 
to be seen for what is really is. It is plain 
and simple pride: "Look at me. See how 
much I know." 

Curiosity is another reason why '(leople 
gossip. We have just got to know what is 
going on. It is almost an obsession with 
many of us. For example, when there is 
a fire, dozens of people follow the fire
trucks or crowd around the house while 
the firemen are working. Why are they 
there? Are they helping in any way? No, 
in fact, they are in the way. But they are 
there because of their curiosity-they just 
had to know what was going on. If some
one asks a question of a personal nature 
in a Bible class, you can see half a 
dozen people asking their neighbors, "I 
wonder why she is asking tlmt question." 
Why do they want to know what's wrong 
in the questioner's life? Most of them are 
not in any position to try to help if there 
were a problem. Most of them will never 
even offer to help, but they still want to 

know why the person asked the question. 
Why? Because they are curious-they just 
have to know what's going on. 

There is a Greek word for this kind of 
curiosity. It is the word periegos, trans
lated busybody. Being a busybody is one 
of those sins that a person will never 
admit to. It is an offensive word. It is a 
sin that Sister So-and-So might be guilty 
of but "surely not me." What does it really 
mean to be a busybody! Vine says that it 
refers to a person "taken up with trifles 
. .. meddling in other people's affairs." It 
is interesting that the word is translated 
curious in Acts 19:19 where it refers to the 
magic arts-"i.e. the arts of those who pry 
into forbidden things." That is, any person 
who is preoccupied with other people's af
fairs is a busybody. I fear that we have 
more busybodies among us than we are 
willing to admit. Periegos is used to 1·efer 
to the sin of young idle widows in 1 
Timothy 5:13, and the verb is used in 2 
Thessalonians 3:11 which says "For we 
hear that some among you are leading an 
undisciplined life, doing no work at all 
but acting like busybodies." 

For the record, there are times that we 
do need to know what is going on. An elder 
or a preacher needs to know certain things 
in order to carry out his God given re
sponsibility. A friend close to a person 
needs to know in order to be able to reach 
out and comfort a troubled soul or to help 
someone through a crisis. But far too 
many people want to know what is going 
on when they do not have the slightest 
intention of reaching out to help that per
son. They just want to know to satisfy 
their curiosity. That is being a busybody. 
A good rule of thumb is: If you can help, 
ask questions; if you can't, you have no 
business asking questions. 

Perhaps the biggest reason why we 
gossip is that we just talk too much. We 
fill idle time with talk, much of which is 
spent in telling what is wrong with every
thing and everybody. The Greeks had a 
word for that, too. It was plduaros and is 
translated as gossips in 3 John 10 and 1 
Timothy 5:13 by the NIV. We dealt with 
this word in the first article. "When 
there are many words, transgression is 
unavoidable, but he who restrains his lips 
is wise." (Proverbs 10 :19) 

Eliminating Gossip 
1. Become aware of what gossip really 

is. Far too much of our conversations are 
"speaking evil" of someone. Most people 
do not realize that this habit is gossip. 
These articles or these concepts need to 
be shared from the pulpit and in Bible 
class. 

2. Talk positively instead of negatively. 
It is an ingrained habit in most of us, but 
it needs to be broken. Fill your conversa
tion with what's good about life and peo
ple. You will find that you will be a 
happier person, and more attractive to 
other people. 

3. Refuse to listen to gossip. A person 
cannot tell gossip if no one will listen. 

4. Take a good look at the reasons why 
people gossip and do some soul-searching. 
Look at yourself, not the other fellow. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Danger of "Issue" Christianity KEN cAMERoN What Are Our Signs Saying? 
The history of the Restoration move

ment is replete. with "issues" that have 
divided the Church of Christ. While the 
importance of critically examining our 
practices is not denied, these issues have 
often caused more serious problems than 
those related to doctrinal unsoundness or 
phariseeism. Specifically, a deeper prob
lem is their propensity to create within 
both parties illusions of spirituality at 
the expense of true Christian discipleship. 

One illusion arises from the feelings of 
achievement and intellectual understand
ing gained from involvement in a religious 
issue. While these feelings are often inter
preted as spirituality, they are, in and 
of themselves, no different from those 
gained through political involvement. The 
fact that religious issues are in question 
does not make involvement in these issues 
"holy," and does not make the resultant 
feelings of emotional satisfaction "spiri
tuality." The proof of this is in the fact 
that "spiritual'' fervency frequently di
minishes as the most recent issue dies 
away. 

Another illusion arises from the fact 
that one's position on religious issues 
("liberal" versus "conservative") is typi
cally related to one's self-concept. Thus, 
staunchly defending a particular side of 
an issue may be a disguised form of de
fending the self instead of defending the 
faith. This type of self interest is more 
dangerous than blatant egotism because it 
is subtly shrouded in garments of "de
fending the faith" or being the "growing 
edge of church progress." 

One does not have to be directly in
volved in an issue to make it the fulcrum 
of one's spiritual existence. For example, 
many churches are embroiled over the 

Job and His Friends 
About 50 years ago as one of my broth

ers and I sat on the floor and read the 
book of Job back and forth to each other, 
I thought, "With friends like that, who 
needs enemies?" 

Yet today as I read the book of Job 
again, I was impresesd by the fact that 
Job's friends were very much like Job in 
their philosophy about God and his nature. 
I challenge you to find much difference in 
the way they talked about God and the 
way Job talked about him. Even though 
God said in Job 42:7 "My wrath is kindled 
against you and your two friends because 
you have not spoken of me what is right 
as my servant Job has," you will have to 
read and study carefully before you can 
find where and how they did not speak 
right things about God-at least as much 
as Job did. 

However, the thing that struck me with 
greater force today than in 50 years of 
reading Job is that the friends of Job are 
so much like our friends. Note some things 
about them: First, they were sympathetic 
and concerned about him. (Job 2:11-13) 
Second, they recognized and respected his 
past good deeds. (Job 4:2-4) Third, they 
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"Crossroads bunch" (pro and con) even 
though Crossroads has no more effect on 
them than the European soccer cham
pionships. This often leads to religion 
by proxy; that is, I somehow become more 
spiritual by aligning myself with those 
making a stand and undergoing persecu
tion. 

Several symptoms of issue Christianity 
are as follows : 
(1) A large percentage of one's devo

tional and study time is spent in 
reading and discussing the issue, 

(2) One begins to congratulate oneself 
for being a "contender" or a "pro
gressionist" (pride), 

(3) One enjoys the "fight," 
( 4) One is more excited about "living for 

Jesus" while embroiled in the issue 
than before the issue evolved. 

The tragic aspect of issue Christianity 
is that it reveals a blindness to the most 
important battle. It reveals an assump
tion that there is no war going on, there
fore we are free to fight among our
selves. It reveals the delusion that the 
issue is the major cause worth fighting 
for. 

How did Jesus deal with the issues of 
his day? He emphasized truth, and dealt 
with issues only as they arose. He an
swered the questions and went about his 
business. Teaching the truth concerning 
faith, mercy, and love caused secondary 
issues to pale in their brightness. Certain
ly, Jesus took time ot deal with the "re
surrection issue" with the Sadducees; but 
thank God he did not utilize three-fourths 
of the book of Matthew to do it! Let's be 
Jesus' disciples! 
1205 W. Scenic, North Little Rock, AR 
72118 

T. PIERCE BROWN 

upheld the righteousness and goodness 
and wisdom of God in almost every speech. 

But they erred grievously in several 
respects, three of which we may note. 
First, they were arrogant in their assump
tions that they had greater wisdom and 
righteousness than Job. (Job 12 :1-3) 
Second, they judged him in terms of their 
Q,Bsumptions and made accusations as if 
they had facts. (Job 22:5) Even when 
they did not directly accuse, they implied 
that he must be the most wicked of all 
men. Third, they made their application 
(or misapplication) of principles binding, 
as if they were the principles themselves. 

How often have we seen these atti
tudes duplicated by friends and brethren! 
It is sometimes assumed that if one has 
had or can teach a graduate course in 
logic, his conclusions are always valid. Or 
a man may have statistics on which to 
base his conclusions. But it was pointed 
out recently that statistically, a man with 
one foot in boiling water, and the other 
in a bucket of ice water would be, on the 
average, comfortable. One may have the 
right facts, but come to the wrong con
clusion. 

BILL SJSK 

In 1956, after having grown up a mem
ber of a denominational church, I was 
baptized into the church of Jesus Christ. I 
was 24 years old, and the overwhelming 
and compelling reason for my change was 
because, for the first time in my life, I 
availed myself of the opportunity to con
trast Bible preaching with preaching con
ceived in the mind of man. The difference 
was not only vast, it was refreshing and 
encouraging to hear a "thus saith the 
Lord" for the things that people believed 
and practiced. 

Twenty-five years later, I am dismayed 
at the changes that have come about in 
the way that Christians handle God's 
word. We seem determined to out-do de
nominational churches by becoming in
volved in things that are foreign to New 
Testament teaching. 

However, the purpose of this article is 
not to try to deal with every ill in the 
church: I am neither skilled enough nor 
prolific enough to do that. I would like to 
address a matter that, at first glance, 
might appear to be hobbyism, but which 
I believe fs symptomatic of the degree 
that we have gone away from God's word. 

I am talking about the messages which 
appear on the marquee signs that many 
churches use today. The idea of a marquee 
is tremendous, and its uses are many; 
however, I believe we are missing an op
portunity. 

My work takes me all over the state, 
and eve1·ywhere I go the trend is the 
same: Marquees in front of buildings 
where churches of Christ meet look like an 
endless parade of bumper stickers. One 
time in the past two years, I have seen one 
passage from God's word up for public 
consideration, and it was a paraphrase 
without identification as to book, chapter 
and verse and was left up so long that half 
the letters fell off before it was changed. 
I saw one recently that said, "Do good 
to your enemy, it will drive him crazy 
wondering what you are up to." Really! 
Is this the kind of message Jesus meant 
for us to convey when he gave the great 
commission? 

A Lutheran church in Fort Worth faith
fully displays two passages of Scripture 
(one on each side) on its marquee and 
seems to change them twice a week. Many 
brethren are just as zealous about chang
ing their signs, but we seem determined 
to either "teach for doctrine the com
mandments of men" or appear trendy and 
humorous. 

At a time when so many non-Christians 
are as excited about hearing God's word as 
I was twenty-five years ago, it would 
seem that people who claim to "speak 
where the Bible speaks" would not want to 
miss even one opportunity to hold up por
tions of God's divine truth to a world 
that desperately needs it, and that in
cludes us. 

But even more often, we have seen the 
second and third errors of Job's friends 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAUD MULLENS 

Bro. Austin Emery of Farmington, New 
Mexico writes about the training of Chris
tians to teach others the way of life. His 
practical approach should prove helpful to 

others who desire to spread and to share 
the way of salvation in Christ our 
Lord .•.• Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 564, 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Teaching Christians To Be Personal Evangelists 
AUSTIN H. EMERY 

The Christian life is exciting. Faith in 
Christ is rewarding. Those who truly love 
the Lord are anxious to share the good 
news with others. Yet for many in Christ's 
body the way to reach others is yet a 
mystery and an unknown. Thus it is a 
matter of interest and of importance that 
we consider just how we can teach others 
the way to share Christ in an effective 
manner. No question that our content is 
to be the gospel; but how can we develop 
interest in that gospel, teach it so it is 
understood and see the resultant conver
sion of the lost? Is there a way that 
works? Can Christians learn how to do 
this? 

1. The teacher must be a personal evan
gelist. It is axiomatic that you cannot lead 
another where you have never been. Often 
well-meaning brethren share their theories 
and ideas about seeking the lost but cannot 
speak from experience. We can use moti
vation ·and urging but to be effective we 
need to learn what works from one for 
whom it is working. Not only so but much 
is taught by example and it is difficult 
to absorb ideas from a teacher who is not 
personally practicing what it is he would 
teach. · 

urgency of getting to the harvest field as 
opposed to being forever planning. 

4. The training needs to include some 
practical experience. It is good to plan 
time for participants to accompany the in
structor in some overt evangelism. So 
much more is gained from live experience 
than from idealistic theories. As the 
Christian sees and hears the preacher ap
proach others he comes to realize that this 
is, indeed, something he can do. 

5. Outside assignments help stimulate 
class sessions. Reading of some of the 
better books on this phase of evangelism 
can be assigned between sessions. In our 
local situation we encourage each partici
pant in a training class to locate, ap
proach and begin a personal Bible study 
with one non-Christian during the time 
the training course is conducted. This en
ables the Christian to try out his newly 
acquired skill with immediate access to di
rect counsel should a difficulty arise. Such 
outside assignments actually help develop 
a wholesome self-confidence needed by 
most. 

6. Recognition is needed for those who 
complete such training. It is good that we 

commend those who take time to learn 
how to reach the lost. Much time is spent 
trying to motivate others to participate, 
but one strong positive motivator is the 
recognition given to tho"se who do try to 
learn. We publicize who completes such 
courses, the number of Bible studies begun 
by class members, and whenever someone 
obeys the gospel we let it be known who 
studied with them. 

7. Most congregations will benefit by 
using one method primarily. There are 
numerous reasons for this. A teacher will 
be able to increase effectiveness by pre
senting one method. Multiplicity of ma
terials can be reduced. Fellow Christians 
can readily assume a teaching responsi
bility when something occurs to prevent 
the original teacher continuing. The pas
tors of the flock are aware of just what a 
new convert has been taught. Record keep
ing is simplified. 

8. Emphasis needs to be given both our 
part and God's part. The prayer life of the 
personal evangelist needs to be developed. 
Christians need to understand that no-one 
sees a 100o/o conversion rate from those 
with whom the gospel is shared. Em
phasis needs to be given to the . concept 
that it is our lot to teach ·and it is God's 
lot to give the inCrease. lt is he,·, and .only 
he, who adds the saved to the Church. 

It is the firm conviction of this writer 
that many Christians have yet to lead a 
soul to Christ not because of any lack 
of desire or interest but because of a lack 
of practical know-how .. Training in per
sonal evangelism must address this need 
or else never accompliSh that which is so 
needed. 

Farmington, New Mexico 

INOLUDB Y01JR. ZIP OODID 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

2. A method is needed that can be 
learned. Many so-called "Personal Work 
Training Classes" are long on a multi
plicity of methods that are vague and in
definite. Usually an individual can "mas
ter" one method. Thi's is what others would 
like to learn. Christians desiring to share 
Christ with others want to learn the how 
so need specific instruction. 

Loving the Lost 

3. Duration of training needs to be 
specific and limited. Many Christians 
have been "in training" for years and have 
yet to know how to share the gospel. When 
we plan to teach others to be personal 
evangelists we need to have a definite 
time, location and limitation for this 
training. This author has developed a 
training course consisting of eight ses
sions. When Christians are invited to one 
of these courses he is invited to an eight
week hour-and-a-half class session. This is 
specified before beginning. This disci
pline of timing is beenficial to those who 
comprise the class and also results in bet
ter planning and presentation on the part 
of the teacher. This also underscores the 

NICK YOONG 

"Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer 
to God for the Israelites is that they 
may be saved." (Rom. 10:1 (NIV)) 

In the above scripture reading, the 
apostle Paul is telling the Romans of his 
deep compassion and sincere desire for the 
salvation of his people. So earnestly does 
he want them to be saved that he declares 
his willingness to be lost forever (or ac
cursed) if it would result in their sal
vation. Though such, of course, is im
possible, it does not negate the reality 
of Paul's great love for the lost. 

The scriptures demand that we develop 
today the same kind of .compassionate, 
loving heart which Paul had. Only when 
our souls are filled wiith genuine love 
can the work of winning souls be success-

fully accomplished. "They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy." (Pslam 126 :5.) 
Jeremiah declared, "Oh that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my peo
ple." (Jer. 9:1.) 

Lord, give to me thy love for souls, 
For lost and wand'ring sheep, 

That I may see the multitudes 
And weep as Thou didst weep. 

Help me to see the tragic plight 
Of souls far off in sin; 

Help me to love, to pray and go 
To bring the wand'ring in. 

2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 
46012 
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Poland: 

140 Tons of Food Delivered and Church Legalized 
A relief project begun by Christians in 

the military, and joined by over one thou
sand churches of Christ throughout 
Western Europe, the United States and 
Canada has resulted in 140 tons of food 
and other supplies being delivered to Chris
tians in Poland and the legalization of the 
church of Christ in the P olish state of 
Danzig (Gdansk) . 

It needs to be unders tood by all con
tributors that we delivered all the food 
and other supplies that the Polish brethren 
had requested di rectly to t he leade1·s of the 
churches of Christ in Poland. They decided 
to sha re some of that food with the most 
needy : orphanages and hospitals. This 
concern for thei r fellow-countrymen is 
what moved t he Polish government to 
grant legal status to the church in t he 
state of Danzig. 

A Christian's home in Elblag, Poland had 
two rooms full of food. 

A Christian sister stationed with her 
husband in Mannheim, West Germany 
started the "ball rolling." A plea was made 
to some of the American Military congre
gations in Germany, who responded with 
a $15,000 contribution. In May, Bill Mc
Donough rented a truck which he a nd 
Wes Harrison, preacher for the Kaiser
slautern American Military congrega tion, 
used to deliver the food to brethren in 
about 12 Polish cities. 

In July, Bill r ented a larger truck and 
with the f inancial help of Bill's sponsor
ing congregation, 6th and Izard in Little 
Rock, they delivered about 7 tons of food . 

The first of August Bill reported on the 
situation at the European Lectureship in 
London. It would take about $500,000 to 
feed approximately 1100 bt·ethren for the 
5 winter months. We had til mid-Septem
ber to raise the $500,000 plus delivery 
costs. 

Key Men from west Monroe's AMEN 
Program were the first to distribute in
formation to congregations in thei r areas. 
Tapes were sent to over 400 g t·aduates of 
the White's F erry Roar! School of Bibli
cal Studies and f riends throughout the 
brotherhood. A total of 1500 tapes were 
mailed. Many brethren 11ot only played 
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the tape for their own congregation, but 
sent out copies of the tape, and made 
phone calls and wrote letters adding their 
endorsement of this work. 

More than 1000 churches and hun
dreds of individuals in the United States, 
Canada and Western Europe contributed 
over $1.7 million to aid our family in Po
land. These funds were raised in less t han 
six weeks because Christians literally 
"passed the word" from church to church. 

As of October 21, 1981, t he 6th and 
Izard church in Little Rock has raised 
over $500,000. Airline Drive church of 
Christ in Bossier City, Louisiana has 
raised about $70,000 and NATIVE church
es in Europe have contributed over 
$70,000. The amount contributed through 
White's F erry Road is $1,023,000 bringing 
the total to over $1.7 million. The elders of 
the White's Ferry Road church and the 
6th and Izard chu1·ch have requested that 
NO 11to1·e cont?·ibtttions be solicited until a 
further investigation can be made. 

On October 5th, 1981, 31 trucks, loaded 
with more than 140 tons of food and 
other supplies left Mannheim, West Ger
many for Breslau, (Wroclaw), Poland, 600 
miles away, under the direction of Bill 
McDonough. Driven by an international 
compliment of 35 Christian drivers, the 
trucks literally "roared" thr ough the 
Czechoslovakian countryside escorted by 
police vehicles with lights flashing and 
sirens blaring. As a direct result of this 
work by church of Christ in Poland and 
the West, the Lord's church in the state 
of Danzig has been legalized. 

The most memorable sight on the trip 
was just after that difficult night on the 
Czechoslovakian border as we convoyed 

"Bill" Dawidow interprets for his father, 
Welentia Dawidow in Danzig. 

down the first mountain and into a village. 
There, stretched out in front of us, in a 
zig-zag pattern down the mountain, was 
the convoy of big orange hucks loaded 
with life-saving supplies sent by a gra
cious brotherhood to hungry Christians in 
Pola nd. While surely not knowing the pur
pose of the convoy, the response of the 
Czechoslovakian people along the way re
sembled something like the liber ation of 

P a ris after t he second World W a.r. People 
ran from shops, schools and hospitals 
calling their friends to watch the sight. 
Children ran across the fields to get a 
closer view and ever yone waved and 
smiled. 

After about 12 hours in Czechoslovakia, 
we anived at the Polish border where the 
Czech seal was removed and a Polish seal 
was applied. P olish police then escorted 
the convoy in three groups to Breslau 
(Wroclaw) where we spent the night in a 
hotel after about 45 hours on the road. 
Wednesday mor ning leaders of the church
es of Christ in Poland met us and then di
rected trucks to several cities. Small con
voys went to Warszawa, Sopot, Wroclaw, 
Opole, Zary and Lodz. From each of these 
cit ies trucks went out, always under the 
direction of Polish brethren, to a total of 
20 cities where Cl1ristians lived. 

Sixteen of the trucks went to Sopot in 
the Danzig (Gdansk) area. Brother 
Walenty Dawidow, who is the first evan
gelist of the now legal church of Christ in 
the state of Danzig, directed the effort in 

Convoy of Food for Poland on the road in 
Czechoslovakia. 

th at state. A number of Polish Christians 
met us at t he hotel as soon as we arrived 
and we t hen began t he unloading directly 
into the homes of Christia ns. Under the 
direction of Polish Christia ns we also took 
some of the food to l10spitals a nd orphan
ages, which receive very little help from 
the government. 

All .food given to institutions was duly 
receipted by the directors to the Polish 
church of Ch1·ist. This act was one of 
benevolence, but it resulted in legal recog
nition being g ran ted the day we departed 
Danzig. Already a par cel of land has been 
offered to t he church in Sopot (near Dan
zig) for a church building. Legal recogni
tion allows the church much f1·eedom to 
evangelize; plus, the sharing of food with 
neighbors in a time of gt·eat need creates 
long-lasting good will. 

Since it was impossible to take all of 
the needed food to Poland at one time, ad
dional convoys a r e being planned by Bill 
McDonough for November. 
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A CHURCH ON TRIAL 

(Continued from page 8) 

when turned upside down. Packaged truth 
easily turns trite. What begins as relevant 
quickly becomes trendy. Slogans can gen
erate enthusiasm and rally folks to action, 
but perseverance in well doing separates 
the women from the girls. 

Christ's question in judgment, Don 
Francisco so powerfully reminds us, will 
not concern our steeples, budgets, busses 
or padded pews. It will instead be this: 
"Have you done the things I said ? " The 
gates of hell will never be able to stop 
Jesus' church, but Satan just might have 
imprisoned it in its own architecture. 

Can we bear the words of Scripture: 
"Here we have no lasting City"? How do 
we respond to the inspired call: "Let us 
therefore go with him outside t.lte camp, 
bearing his reproach"? Are we offended 
at Christ's invitation to come with him 
and die? Have we become so inyolved with 
the ritual and ceremony of sacrifices that 
we have forgotten the justice, mercy and 
kindness God wanted in the first place? 

It is time for Jesus to walk among our 
pews with the fresh command: "Lazarus, 
come forth!" It is time for him to turn to 
the pulpit with the follow-up order: 
"Loose them, and let them go!" Will we 
resist such a word ? Do we prefer the 
peace of the cemetery? It is a frightening 
thing when corpses begin to get up and 
grave-clothes start coming off! It is also 
a sign of God's kingdom. 

Do we hear God when he says: "Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit"? 
Will we answer him with Paul: "It is not 
of man that willeth, or man that runneth, 
but God who showeth mercy"? Is our word 
able to say: "Behold, how they love on~ 
another!" That is the church of which 
Jesus promised so long ago: "The gates 
of hell will not prevail against it." 

So here we are. Unsurpassed opportuni
ties surround us. A world cries out, a 

world weighted down with burdens and 
cares, including some tied on in the name 
of religion. But we have great hope! The 
valley is full of dry bones, yes, but there 
is still a divine breath that can bring those 
bones together. Chaos will yet give way 
to God's order. Darkness will meet in the 
presence of light. 

If the priests won't sing praises the 
little children will-and if neither of them 
does the very stones will cry out. God 
will have a people for himself, if he has to 
create one out of rocks. Matter of fact, he 
generally begins with hearts one prophet 
described just that way! There is hope for 
us all. 

Oh earth, earth, earth! Hear the word 
of the Lord! ... Oh Jerusalem, why will 
you die? . . • No, my fine young man, 
Shakespeare is not on trial. 

It is time for judgment to begin with 
the house of God. 

4 Sandra Lane, Athens, AL 35611 

RECORD ENROLLMENT AT 
TENNESSEE BIBLE COLLEGE 

One hundred and two students are en
rolled for the fall quarter at Tennessee 
Bible College. 

The enrollment this fall surpassed the 
one hundred mark for the first time in its 
3 year history as a four year college. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

For Less Than ° 1 vear-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years--$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2a.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE,SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL :MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college graduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Congregation in Southern Illinois needs 

minister during Fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to retire, and we're 
aearching for a mature, experienced man to 
step in and continue growth program. 
Partial aupport desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a building program scheduled 
for completion in December 1981. Will con
sider all applicants as getting the right man 
is most important. Six room nome available. 
For additional information, send letter of in-
quiry and resume io: • . · 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harrisbur'l, IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenings call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MUUENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to work1!17 11111011g 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work coflered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Cof!erage good anywhere 
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JOB AND HIS FRIENDS 

(Continued from page 8) 
demonstrated. How often have brethren 
taken truths from God's word, made an 
application of those truths as thei1· best 
wisdont and judgment dictated, and then 
a8sumwd that their application was as 
binding as t he word of God itself ! 

This is done on every level from the 
plan of salvation on up ! We have no right 
to equivocate, compromise, or water down 
the plan of salvation and try to drag some
one into heaven on our assumptions as to 
how we wish God would misapply his 
word. On the other hand, we have no right 
to assume the position of judges, as did 
Job's friends, and act as if OUR applica
tion of God's Word is t he same as God's 
Word itself. The trut h of the matter is 
that God has revealed that his ultimate 
judgment will be in terms of or in re
lationship to at least these factors: 1. Our 
ability, 2. Our opportunity, 3. Our mo
tive, 4. Our a ttitude, 5. Our faithfulness. 
6. His Word. Since the only one you and 
I are very competent to deal with is t he 
last (and too many of us not even in 
that) the other five elements-and t here 
are no doubt others-leave us unable to 
make the ultimate application of God's 
Word to the SPECIFIC CASE. Since it is 
not our function anyway, why not just 
"Preach the Word, be instant in season, 
out of season ; r eprove, rebuke with all 
long-suffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4 :2) 
but recognize that God is the judge of oth
ers (1 Cor. 5 :13) and leave it to him? 
Otherwise, Job 16:2 might well apply to 
us: "Miserable comforters a re ye all!" 

112 Lamont L ane, Rt. 3, Tullahoma, T N 

Terry Blake, 1315 W. Bristol Rd., Flint, 
Mich. 48507 : James Tollerson, formerly 
of the Bible Department of Fread-Harde
man College, moved to Flint, Michigan, 
on September 1, 1981. He is the new pulpit 
minister of the Bristol Road church of 
Christ. He will teach in the School of Bibli
cal Studies and broadcast a weekly radio 
program. Bristol Road church of Christ, 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, MI 48507. 

SPEAK EVIL OF NO MAN (2) 
(Continued from page 7) 

5. If there are unresolved differences 
between you and another person, go to 
him a nd straighten things out. Matthew 
18:15-16 is so clear that it is our Christian 
responsibility to go to our brother that it 
is hard for me to see why so few people 
ever do that. We preach that baptism is so 
clear you cannot misunderstand it. 
Brethren, Matthew 18 is just as clear as 
baptism. Why is it that in many churches 
there are long standing differences and 
rivalries t hat have never been settled? 
That fact is a shame to the Lord's people. 

We often excuse ourselves by saying 
that lw ought to come to nw to apologize. 
That is not a Christian attitude. Matthew 
18:5 says, "If your brother sins, go and re
prove him ln private." Even if it is his 
fault, you have the responsibility of taking 
the first step. Matthew 5 :23-24 says that 
if i t was you1· fault, then you go to the 
brother. In other words, whose fault it was 
is irrelevant. Both the brother at fault 
and the brother who is wronged have the 
respons ibility to take the initiative. 

6. Constantly remind yourself to "speak 
evil of no man." (Titus 3 :2) 
504 Calton Rd., Laredo, Tex. 

JOHNNY THOMPSON 
Johnny Thompson, well known gospel 

preacher, died Sunday, October 4, while 
confined to a hospital in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Brother Thompson had endured 
serious hea lth problems for the past 
fifteen years. 

Brothe1· Thompson was born March 31, 
1935 in Lakeview, Texas. He was bap
tized by his father, P aul A. Thompson. 

Johnny attended Abilene Christian 
College. He served as local envangelist 
for the church in Jacksboro, Texas; 
Graham, Texas; Go!i Course Road in 
Midland, Texas; Harlingen, Texas a nd 
Nashville, Tenn. He was recognized by 
congregations throughout the brotherhood 
as a most effective speaker for youth 
gatherings. 

Services and burial were conducted in 
Memphis, Texas, Wednesday, October 7. 

Attend CoLLtjt in, Europe I ! ! 
European Christian College 

cA- wt.C4ue aperuna m, E~~~s~ -l.tYut~e, 
.liben:t~o4-rts and- 13ih[,e Courses - s~a; IrLUrruu;imal., 
.Stucit»-t- 13ocij - CruL[t.s Transfer to u.s. schools -
ChriSt~ Erwei-on-~- Op~or~ ~r I~tternJLtl.Omtl
f va.n..3e~L.snv - Cost;s abou_r; ;sam.e a.s u .s. 

lntcr~sted ? Write: Jfug-h. MinqLe 
EuroP.ean CllftStian College 
LUietibnmnq-asse 13 
102.0 Viemfa, Austria 

Or Cat~~ 01\ ... 43 + 22..2 ~ 2 t -12..-00 
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FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY OIRECT 

FOR FREE CATAlOGS 
CAll TOLL FREE 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOIIING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Directo~'128 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '19410 

1-806-'102-5101 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1678 

901-761-1350 

Parent Counselors 
Wanted 

Parent counselors are 
wanted to live in a family-type 
setting tor handicapped 
younger adults-a home 
under the direction of Elders 
of the Garland Road Church 
of Christ with professional 
supervision provided. 

Couples who are interested 
should send a letter giving 
general information and re
questing appointment for in
terview to W. L. McCallum, 
10801 Garland Road, Dallas, 
Texas 75218. 
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FORT WORTH CHURCH ASSUMES OVERSIGHT OF THE GOSPEL HOUR 

The elders of the Las Vegas Trail church 
in Fort Worth h ave a ssumed the oversight 
of the Gospel Hour, a radio ministry now 
in its 46th year. V. E. Howard originated 
the program when radio was young, and 
has preached the gospel on most of the 
nation's most powerful stations. It is the 
oldest continuous radio ministry among us. 

More than 200 programs are being intro
duced and aired each week. The f ull op
eration of the Gospel Hour, including 
the business office, will be moved to the 
Las Vegas Trail church as soon as office 
space is completed. The Gospel Hour has 
been the personal work and sacrifice of 
V. E. Howard since its beginning, and is 

reaching more people today than ever 
before. Howard will continue as the 
speaker. 

YORK COLLEGE BREAKS 
ENROLLMENT RECORD 

A record 407 students have enrolled at 
York College for the fall semester, accord
ing to Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, vice president 
for academics and registrar of the college. 

This year's total marks an increase of 
more than 13 percent over last year's fall 
enrollment. This year's incr ease is York 
College's t hird consecutive double-digit 
percentage raise. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Estab lished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429·1403 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hond regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons ta 
the large carton-oil carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, eoch, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

emplqyees 
O.J= 

cbcu:~cbes OJ= CbRlS"C 
lr:JSCJRarx:e gRCXJp 

* E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ... . ... ... ..... . . $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual ..... . ........ $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible . . $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ... .. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Privale 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description g iving tho details of 
coverage can be found In the group book
let s. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.f.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 

Since 1975" 
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His Image Singers (back row 1 to r) 

Gene Gee, Larry Stewart, Judy 

Stewart, Tommy Stewart, Di rector, 

Morris Webb. (front row 1 tor) 

Melody Jennings, Debbie Combest, 

Terry Dutton and Mary Tucker. 
All worsh ip at the Central Church 

of Christ, Tulia, Texas. 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

The Finest in N on-Instrwnental 
~------Religious Music----- --

Recording One-Victory iiJ ]em s-A C:tpella 
He's The Lily 9£ The Vtt lley, The New Song, It is Wdl With My Soul, Sweet. Swt'Ct Spirit, R~inbow 
of Love, Le1rmng to Le1n, Where Nu One St~nds Alone. Come Unto Me. He \'<'hispers Sweet Pe•ce to 
M~. E•ch Step I T:tke, WE'll Soo!' Be Done With Troubles and T rials, Wonderful City of God, Heaven 
W•ll Surely De Worth It All, Chnst We Do All Adore Thee, Lord , Teach Me How To Pray 

Recording Two--Go W itb God-A Capella 
Jesus, Hold .MyH•nd, He Knows just Wh3t I Need, I Hold His Hand. HiJ G.r3ce Rc•ches Me The G=t 
Redt'Cmer, He Touched Me, Inside The Gate, Follow Me, How Great Thou Art, Our God, He is Alive 
Pe1ce Like A River, Happy Am I, In The Garden, Hide Me, Rock of A~:es ' 

Send me __ of Sing To Me of Heaven 
Send me __ of Victory In Jesus 
Send me __ of God With God 

0 Record 0 8-Trnck or [] Cassette 
0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 C'lssettc 
0 Record 0 S·Track or 0 Cassette 

Each recording is $7.00 each. Plus $1.25 postage and handling Total -----

name 

address 

city, stotte, zip 

H is Image Singers • Box 205 • Tulia, TX • 79088 
Phone orders (806) 995·4334 or 995-256l (No Collect C'llls Please) 

"Here 11s axain 
at the Tulsa So11l 

Wiuuiux W orkJhop, 
Marcb, 1982." 

Payment required 
prior to delivery 

--

Harding Lectures 

7.95 
1981 

----------------------------------------------------
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

P.Jease send ___ __ copies of Harding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name 

Address 

City . _ _ _ State _ _ _____ ~Zip _ _ _ 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in 
Chula Vista, California. Please send resume and 
J)icture to Pete Campben. 928 Piccard Ave., San 
Diego, Ca. 92154 or call (714) 690-2960 or - 421-
5800 in the evening. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per Uno. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

EXPERIENCED PREACHER Available for Preach
ing. Appointments within 200 mile radius Atlanta, 
Ga. Harding graduate. Contact Roy Stephenson. 
335 Tall Tree, Bogart, Ga. 30622 or phone 
404-725-5887. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988:.1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., ZO N. Inlng St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CIIA.TBAltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07U8. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
·CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA.'l' A.B.:m.A. SCHOOL OF PIREA.OHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Plea•anton, CaUfornla 94&68 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15555 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sun~ worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paal Harper, 473-82%8. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 220G E. Morgan A. ve.. 
u.s. 480 Eut Oppo•lte K-Hart. Offloe 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobb7' Wade, Min. 4'18-40G6. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Can 883-2550 or W. P. JoUy, Min. 795-2811. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bersnnan, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information can 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfleld Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Ohureh of 
Christ. Come vlsft us. Phone 714-6'79-1010. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, fun time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or can area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

"BIBLE College Training through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Dible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. ~'8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'760 
We're on the move l Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
Interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is 
accepting applications for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, Jiving ex
penses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or can 1-505-863-5530. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
"CHRISTIAN MSW SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED 
to work with the Madison Children's home, Madison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Call Nick 
Boone at 615/868-4696 or 868-3360 for information." 
The Church at Terra Bella, California can furnish 
3-bedroom, double-wide mobile home on 2 acres by 
church building for preacher who can furnish re
mainder of support. English, Spanish, or bi-lingual • 
New building, new work, mission area. Near foot
hills between Fresno and Bakersfield. Write Ed 
Sisemore, Rt. 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, Ca. 93270, 
or call 209/535-4339 or 209/781-4441. 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1215, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
RETIRE In beautiful, healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedon11, 
Ariz. 86340, 
Waahlngton, D.O. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 911-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks. Evangelist. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
For Sale: AB Dick Offset Press. Model #326 in 
working order. Make offer. We also have used 
songbooks to give away to any congregation who is 
willing to pay postage or freight or pick up here. 
University Church of Christ, P.O. Box 427, Canyon, 
TX i9015. 806/655-3925. 

EXPERIENCED PREACHER A V AI LADLE for im
mediate relocation. Gradunte of Freed-Hardeman. 
Excellent references. Charles P. West, P. 0. Box 97, 
~~~3~fs. Miss. 39345. can (912) 537-7549 or (601) 

MINISTER NEEDED. E.'Cperienced. We pay $200 n 
week, house and utilities. Have own support for 
additional wage. Call 712-255-4810 or send resume 
to Burt L. Dryer, #3 Penny Lane, Sioux City, IA 
51104. 
MINISTER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY. Rural con
gregation in central Illino-is. House provided. Please 
send resume to Church of Christ, Secor, IL 61771. 
RAYMOND WHITTINGTON, Box 295, Zapata, TX: 
The I<'alcon Lake Church of Christ on Highway 16 
in Zapata will have a gospel meeting Nov. 1-6 with 
preachers from the South Texas area participating. 
Speakers will be Pence Dacus and Mike Danchak of 
Kingsville, Archie Waldrum of Alice, J. D. Brown 
of Premont, Maurice Tisdel of Lytle, Joe Brooks of 
Natalia, and R. Whittington, the local minister. 
"Church of Christ. Pixley, California desires sound 
gospel preacher for fulltime position. Prefer mature 
family man between ages of 25 and 55. Good salary 
plus home, utilities and other benefits. Send resume 
to Church of Christ. c/o W. Clark, 1182 Heritage 
Court, Tulare, CA 93274." 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen advertl•lng-, nnd \VIII not 
kno\vlngly take queatlonable advertlsiDg-. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to 111-
vestlgate. Like any other pnper, we some
times unwittingly 1'1lD DD unworthy ad. 
..&.. the old snylng goes, before you Invest, 
lnveatl~ratel 

MIDWAY USA 

The third annual MIDWAY USA 
Workshop for Growing Congregations will 
be hosted by the Sabetha church of Christ, 
Sabetha, Kansas on Friday evening, No
vember 6 and all day Saturday, November 
7. 

The theme of the workshop is "Let's 
Grow a Church" and will feature such 
speakers as Norman Gipson, Dayton 
Keesee, Don Deffenbaugh, Russel Bell 
and others. 

Sabetha is located in the heart of a vast 
mission field. This workshop is an effort 
to serve the needs of Christians across 
Middle America. 

For information and/or brochures write 
John T. Wearden, MIDWAY USA, P.O. 
Box 213, Sabetha, Kansas 66534. 

r-------.-..-..------·--------.._..-, 
~ PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. ~ 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
' Waco, 1X 76705 817-799-5926 ~ ....,.. ......... ~~..,...~~~~....,.........,......,.....,...~ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year.Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 
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Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies 
... is not for everyone! 

It is not for the average "fresh out of high school" student. We encourage all of our great 
young people to go to a good Christian college - or work for a few years at a maturing job, 
before enrolling in this in-depth program. 

It is for everyone: 
• who wants to learn more of God's word 
• who wants to develop into a greater servant of the Lord 
• who wants to become a more effective leader in the church 
• who wants to become a more effective and knowledgeable teacher of God's word 
• who wants to use V.A. benefits where there are no tuition charges and one may keep all 
the money for living expenses. 

With forty-eight full courses in the expanded curriculum, 
a great and well-balanced program is available. 

Two alternatives are provided for women: 
• Women may enroll as full-time students; or 
• Wives of men students have a special curricu lum which provides a total of 600 hours 

c lassroom instruction to help them develop into greater women of the Lord 

Do you want a greater knowledge of God's word? 
"It's your move!" 

Send all correspondence to: 
BEAR VALLEY SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
2707 South Lamar Street, Denver, Colorado 80227 

Leonard M. Gray, Director • Telephone: 1-303-986-5800 

"A great school in the Rocky Mountains helping others to teach about the Rock of Ages." 
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FORMER MEMBERS OF TH E OJANA CHURCH OF CHRIST in Okinawa , 
Japan , meet each yea r at some point in the U.S. to renew old friendships 
and to encourage each other in Christian fellowship. The sixth annua l 
stateside reunion was held a t Nathan Bedford Forest State Historic area, 
near Eva, Tenn. Christians who were at one time members of the Ojana 
congregation are pictured here. Those who wish to attend next year's re
union should contact Raymond Tucker, 3330 Sharon Dr., Macon, Ga. 31204. 

Austin, Texas, November 117, 1981 
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The Crossroads Controversy 
Like Will Rogers, "All we know is what we read in 

the papers"-and church bulletins. Of late there has 
been a lot about "Crossroads," one of our more famous 
congregations in Florida. We have listened to and read 
a lot of criticism. Because of the flack, we have lis
tened closely and critically to everything said-both 
pro and con. We do not know the elders and minister of 
t he Crossroads church intimately, but we must say that 
we have never heard more sound and solid preaching of 
the gospel than is done by them. Judging f rom the 
simple face value of what we have seen of the criticism 
and the spirit of it, our brotherhood could stand some 
lessons on fairness and on loving the brotherhood. Even 
if many of these reports were true, t he spirit in which 
they are written and the har sh language used to de
stroy brethren is, without question, sinful. 

We have no desire to carry anybody's banner. We 
simply resent unfairness and unchristian conduct. One 
man with a poison pen, and somebody's money behind 
him can do more harm in a day than a thousand faithful 
servants of God can undo in a century. We believe it is 
time someone called for a closer look at where t he 
trouble that is tearing the churches apart is r eally 
coming from. 

Accordingly, we are running in this week's paper an 
"Open Letter" from Chuck Lucas, Minister of the 
Crossroads church. We believe he has a right to be 
heard, and we believe brethren owe him a fair appraisal 
of his remarks. To read his letter with a closed mind is 
a waste of time. We do not doubt Lucas's honesty and 
sincerity one whit. We believe he is making a sincere 
attempt to come to terms with his critics, and the 
Christian spirit would demand that brethren give him 
the benefit of the doubt. 

We are appalled at the extent brethren will some
times go to win a fight. They will brazenly enlist the 
assistance of the secular press when they know full 
well what the Holy Spirit said about that in the Co
rinthian letter. Paul shamed the church for doing it. Do 
we not have wise men among us who can handle such 
things without having to advertise among t he heathen? 
When an organized effort is mounted to get the secular 
press to attack the church, and t hen instead of defend
ing and protecting each other, like Christians ought, 
we enlist t he devil's forces to destroy our brethren, 
something is badly wrong. The Bible plainly teaches 
that this is a sin. There can be no doubt about that. 

The hardest t hings we have ever heard against any 
local church are said by disgruntled members who have 
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left it. We have all experienced that. We know how to 
evaluate it. But when bitter people oppose something 
we oppose they become our heroes. 

Did you ever notice that those who are eager to brand 
some group as a cult are t hemselves usually cultish to 
the hilt? They usually have henchmen who dutifully 
gather material and send it to t heir leader for publica
tion. And all cult leaders feel it perfectly legit imate to 
circumvent the elders and build an establishment 
around themselves. And they all gather vast sums of 
money in t he form of contribut ions to their personal 
support. We have seen none of these signs at Cross
roads. Maybe the cause of our t roubles lie somewhere 
else. 

We do not doubt at all that some young people who 
attended the Crossroads church have made some bad 
mistakes. The chances are that some who attended the 
congregation where you worship have too. Some who 
have attended Freed Hardeman, or Abilene, or Harding 
have too. We don't blame the colleges or local churches 
for all the mistakes of all the.ir constituents. When you 
consider t hat almost all of Crossroads' members were 
converted out of the atheistic world- a world the rest 
of us seldom reach-and do not have a family back
ground in the church, you can expect mistakes. They 
are not the mistakes of a philosophy; they are the mis
takes of misguided zeal. 

We believe t hat most problems connected with 
Crossroad's converts are caused by the fact that t hey 
migrate into congregations whose elders do not know 
how to mature converts who do not have a fam ily 
background in the church. They are inexperienced in 
this field, and when a problem shows up they do not 
know how to cope with it. All they know how to do is 
shoot him! Crossroads elders have a unique job in this 
respect, and their situation requires them to do so~e 
unique things in order to hold and mature 90 % of their 
converts. We could learn some valuable lessons f rom 
them. 

Most of the criticism we have seen was purely 
r hetoric, by someone whose ox had been gored. When 
you boil out the inf lamatory talk, and get right down 
to what is scriptur ally wrong with the congregation, 
you may find less than a thimble full. You might find 
more in your own congregation. Before we condemn 
something we ought to get the froth out of the issue, 
and simmer it down to what is scripturally wrong 
with it. 
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These present times are definitely try
ing the hearts and souls of men. America 
today is host to over 500 different re
ligious societies-some of which are 
selfishly motivated groups whose goal is 
to prey upon energetic and vulnerable 
young people searching for meaning and 
fulfillment in their lives. "Cultism" is the 
cry, heard in every quarter of our land. 
The real question is this, however; Is 
every group that appears actually a cult? 

The New Testament records what could 
be a frightening account of Christianity 
to those who do not fully understand and 
appreciate the events that took place in 
the first century. For example, if an in
vestigative reporter had written an expose 
on Jesus Christ he could have reported the 
following facts about this "new religious 
leader" and his "cult": 

"JERUSALEM-Total commitment. 
Self denial. Fervent evangelism. This is 
the lifestyle of a controversial new re
ligious group challenging the synagogues 
of Jerusalem today. 

"Calling themselves 'Christians' after 
their founder Jesus Christ, zealous con
verts claim they have discovered the one 
true God. Established, contemporary re
ligious leaders, however, remember Christ 
as a 'blasphemer of God,' a 'deceiver' and 
a 'Satan worshipper.' They believe there 
is no reason to doubt that individuals in 
tbi"s new religious order are any different 
from their controversial leader. 

"Directors of the group, known as 
apostles, have been interrogated by the 
High Priest and by the Sanhedrin on 
numerous occasions and ordered to stop 
their 'blasphemous' behavior. Thus far 
these 'Christians' have not complied, 
steadfastly insisting they must 'obey God 
rather than men.' 

"The movement is growing at a phe
nomenal rate despite charges of ex
tremism. During the first three months of 
its operation, over 5,000 men were con
verted. 

"Who is Jesus Christ? And why are so 
many willing to give up everything for 
his cause? An investigation into the back
ground of Christ and his followers pro
duced the following. 

"Jesus Christ, also known as Immanuel 
and the Messiah, was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea. Rumored to be illegitimate, he 
lived quietly as a carpenter's helper in 
his father's shop until age 30 when he left 
his family to become an itinerant preacher. 

"This sudden emphasis on evangelism 
greatly disturbed his parents who believed 
he had lost his mind and tried to confine 
him at home. Christ nevertheless continued 
to teaeh. his own ideas about God, which 
even seemed to be against human nature. 
As a result, he was run out of his home 
town by angered neighbors. 

For the next 3 years Christ roamed the 
countryside of Palestine, sharing his doc
trine with local uneducated tradesmen and 

A New Cult? 
WARREN KNISKERN 

others. Rejecting mainstream religion, he 
frequently called respected religious lead
ers 'hypocrites,' 'blind fools' and conceited 
'sons of hell.' Frequently seen in the com
pany of thieves and prostitutes, he dis
rupted religious services and even used 
physical violence on at least one occasion. 
Warnings about him passed from town to 
town with many people demanding that 
he leave their cities. Christ responded to 
this negative public reaction by declaring 
that entire cities would be condemned by 
God if they did not subscribe to his beliefs. 

"Christ commanded his followers to 
spread his doctrine and influence others to 
join his group. Disciples were warned to 
expect unbelief and persecution from 
those outside the group, and traitors and 
infiltrators from within. On one occasion, 
Christ even called one of his most trusted 
confidants "Satan" in his zeal. It is also 
undisputable that another of Christ's 
closest associates, the treasurer for his 
group, committed suicide. 

"Converts to the sect were required to 
pledge complete allegiance to Christ and 
his standard of perfection. Heavy demands 
were made upon their time and personal 
resources. They were commanded to love 
Christ more than their own families or 
even their own lives, and have even been 
accused of pitting a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her mother. 

"Those who did not acknowledge 
Christ's supreme authority were told they 
would not go to heaven. Christ liberally 
used Scripture as making reference to 
himself personally and proclaimed himself 
to be synonymous with God. Converts were 
soon worshipping Christ and kneeling be
fore him. 

''The controversy surrounding Christ 
and his teachings became so intense that 
he was eventully judged a heretic, beaten 
and crucified. Christ's disciples continually 
accused the religious authorities of mur
dering him. Nevertheless, the group re
acted to his death by holding meetings 
and assemblies every day of the week with 
a strange gladness and joy. 

"The controversy still continues. Chris
tians go from house to house knocking 
on doors in earnestly trying to seek re
cruits. Individual members sell their pos
sessions to give to the group's treasury
if anyone refuses to give up all the sales 
proceeds, he not only faces ostracism from 
the group but also risks dying under mys
terious circumstances. According to wit
nesses, cities are divided and trades and 
businesses jeopardized by the teachings of 
this sect. Civil authorities have been trying 
to quell riots with mixed success wherever 
members go. With this public furor, Chris
tians have gone underground and worked 
secretly. Nevertheless, Christian leaders 
steadfastly refuse to stop their activities 
even after being repeatedly arrested and 
jailed. Because of these problems, some 
alarmed citizens have even formed vigi-

lante groups to hunt down Christians in 
their homes and make citizen's arrests of 
sect members for creating such public dis
turbances. 

"For all its faults, members neverthe
less claim that Christianity is a joyful 
and fulfilling way of life. One thing is 
certain-wherever these Christians ap
pear, arguments and division follow. 
Many expect the movement to die out as 
people become more aware of its obses
sive nature. Gamaliel, noted Pharisee and 
teacher of Jewish law, advises those op
posed to the sect to leave it alone. 'If their 
purpose or activity is of human origin, it 
will fail,' he said. 'But if it is from God, 
you will not be able to stop these men; 
you will only find yourself fighting 
against God. 

"Time alone, it seems, will be the final 
judge of the validity of Christianity." 

Is this a well documented account of 
Christ and events in the ministries of his 
followers? Yes • . • but only as far as it 
goes. It is not the whole story-it is incom
plete and a collection of half-truths, which 
are just as false as outright lies. 

Those who are familiar with true Chris
tianity recognize immediately that this re
port is a distorted view of a very positive 
way of life offered by Jesus Christ to all 
who believe and obey him. The most 
worthwhile endeavor can often appear 
sinister by emphasizing· its negative as
pects. Unfortunately, accounts of legiti
mate Christianity ordained and estab
lished by God are not exempt from a 
poison pen. 

It seems as though we are so quick to 
label as "cultic" any zealous association of 
individuals who seem a threat to our per
sonal security. 

Is it fair to stereotype others instead of 
trying to find out why differences exist? 
When a group is criticized, is it right. to 
investigate ... or ·castigate on the premise 
that we "don't have to go to hell to know 
what it's like"? God's account of places 
and events can be trusted as accurate, but 
we mortal and fallible men must be careful 
to get all the facts on both sides of an 
issue. . 

Even the world presumes a man mno
cent and grants him his day in court be
fore his accusers, but often we harden 
our hearts in ignoring the admonitions of 
I John 3 and 4 to love each other, which 
certainly implies giving each other ~he 
benefit of any doubt instead of presummg 
the guilt of those we scarely know. 

Many loving and faithful Christians are 
falsely accused in our zeal to mark th?se 
who may cause division. We can be bh!ld 
to truly good fruit because we a!e so m
tent on finding a rotten apple m every 
barrel. This slanders not only the loyal 
brethren involved, but the God and Father 
of us all. 
7985 S.W. 86th St., Unit 430, Miami, 
Fl. 33143 
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WALK. WITH THE MASTER 

Amazing Grace-

Need To Ask for Forgiveness? 
CLIFTON ROGr.RS 

When I ask the Heavenly Father for forgiveness-sincerely re
penting, perhaps even in lears-am I reveaUng a lack of under
standing about the salvation that is in Christ J esus? Am I fail
ing fully to trust in his promises? Am I being robbed of 
something very pt·ecious because I have a weak concept of grace? 
That seems to be what some of my preaching brethren are trying 
to tell me. For example: "We can avoid being legalis tic in this 
matter of 'asking for forgiveness.' What we are dealing with is 
an attitude of heart and mind of one who is seeking to serve the 
Lord. It is important to know that God has already forgiven 
him! Brethren can become 'legalistic' on this matter of 'asking 
for forgiveness,' if not plain unscriptural in concept. To believe 
God withhl'lds forgiveness un til we 'ask' him, would mean that 
from the time of s in until the time of 'ask ing for forgiveness' we 
would be 'under condemnation'! It would seem the better we 
understand our relationship of salvation in Christ, the more we 
would THANK God for our forgiveness and salvaition, than al
ways be 'asking' for it!" I fully believe that my daily "Father, 
forgive me" in no way diminishes my appreciation for "salvation 
in Christ J esus"-any more than "baptism for remission of 
sins" diminishes my r ealization of who is my Savior. (This we 
presented in the lesson prior to this one.) 

Repentance & ForgiYeness 
Impenitent? "Running to an absurdity" is aform of argument 

often applied in these and related religious discussions. Question: 
Will a person who has had an evil purpose of heart, or one 
who has said some vile thing, or one who has done some evil 
thing be lost should death come suddenly (or should lhe Lord 
J esus retUl'll suddenly) before repentance and asking for for
giveness-even though that person is a Christian and has long 
demonstrated that repentance would have been forthcoming if 
only a bi t more t ime had been provided? Doesn't the Lord know 
the condition of the heart, the spirit or repentance that a lways 
existed? Won't his grace covet· the sinner? . . .. If t hat argu
ment sounds familiar, well it might. You've heard it often 
enough when people rejected the necessity of being baptized by 
r easoning, "What if a person has decided to be baptized-but 
is killed on the way to the place of baptizing (or dies of a heart 
attack on the way to the baptistry)?" Or again, "What if there 
is no water available for the baptizing?" 

I have my personal opinion about those "problem cases," but 
my stating them would be pure foolishness. The Lord knows 
exactly how to take care of those and all other s ituations. In no 
sense does the conviction that the s inning Christian must repent 
and pray for forgiveness constitute the old "legalistic" concept 
of a person being in and out of the circle of salvation as each 
day passes. 

Decision of Repentance. There must be, however, a decision of 
repentance. This is not just a general spirit of repentance. To 
observe that one would have repented if he h ad been given more 
time, or that his past life had been one of repentance from sins 
committed, in no way removes the necessity for genuine decision 
of will. The apostle Paul's r ebuke of the Corinthian brethren re
sulted in t heir being "made sorry unto repentance" (2 Co
rinthians 7 :9). Their repentance was un to their forgiveness
not because of their forgiveness. 
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Ask for What Is Promised? 

Here is another rebuke that we'1·e hearing: "Since our for
giveness is based upon what J esus has already done for us, and 
as Christians we s tand before God already forgiven, why should 
we ask for what God has al ready given? Don't we believe he's 
for giving us when he says he is ?" "During the closing prayer, 
forgiveness is r equested fol' the fifth time. Didn't God hear us the 
first time?" Why should we ask for what has been promised?" 
Let's look for a brief while at the model prayer (Matt. 6:9-15): 

"Thy kingdom come.'' Would the kingdom come because dis
ciples prayed it should? Would it come because people longed for 
generations and generations that it would come? Or did the 
kingdom come according to God's plan, in his elected time? The 
answer is obvious-and yet they were taught to pray, "Thy 
kingdom come." ... V,Then we pray for the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom today, we unders tand that the gospel must be 
preached by disciples (Matt. 28 :19, 20) so that hearers can believe 
and call upon the name of the Lord by the terms of the gospel in 
order to be saved (Rom. 10:14; 1 :16)-yet we pray for the 
Lord's involvement and help ( see Col. 4 :2-4). He has promised 
to be with us and we trust that he will, but we earnestly and re
peatedly pray. 

"GiYe us this day our daily bread.'' We are expected by our 
Lord to work for life's necessit ies (2 Thess. 3 :6-12; 1 Tim. 
5 :8)-yet we pray for those necessities. We trust heaven's 
promises to provide us with those necessities (Phil. 4:19; 2 Cor. 
9 :6-11), but we f ervently and "without ceasing" pray (1 Thess. 
5 :17; seeJames4 :2). 

"Bring us not inlo temptation, but deliver us from the eYil 
one.'' It is we who must resist, f lee, overcome (James 4:7; 2 Tim. 
2:22 Matt. 5:27-30; James 1:12; Rev. 2:7,11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21), 
but we pray for the Lord's help. We understand t hat God does 
not t empt us (James 1 :13-15), but we pray. We fully trust that 
God will not permit us to be tempted above that which we are 
able to endure-that he always makes a way of escape (1 Cor. 
10 :15), but we pray, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil" (KJV). 

"Forgive us our debts, as we also haYe forgiven our debtors.'' 
We are able to forgive those who trespass against us, time and 
time again (Matt. 18 :21-35), and we understand that great 
truth, "If ye forgive not every one his brother from your hear ts" 
relates to God's non-forgiveness of us-yet we at·e taught to 
pray, "Forgive u s.'' Forgiveness and asking fo1·giveness we1·e 
part of the old covenant (hear Psalm 5 :1), dependent, of course, 
upon the death of Christ (Rom. 3 :25). So, too, forgiveness and 
asking forgiveness are part of the new-for you and me. We 
need to pray to our Heavenly Father, though Christ, for forgive
ness- confessing our s ins of thought and word an<\ deed, of 
neglect, of the wrong spirit in doing things that are right in the 
doing. We know that God knows our sins and shortcomings be
fore we confess them- but we want to confess and seek his for
giveness. We need forgiveness. 'Ve t hank God for forgiveness. 
We ask God for mercy, help and forgiveness. And we al'ise in full 
joy, accepting his forgiveness. This is no guilt-tr ip. '£his is 
peace and security. (To be contimwd) 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

MAX McCLENDON 

"I want to be your disciple, Jesus, I'm just a little too busy 
to begin right now, but I'm sure you can understand." That 
might not sound exactly like Matt. 8:21 but I suspect it is a good 
paraphrase of what the man was really saying. The revealing 
part of the text is that Jesus was clearly unsympathetic to the 
man's excuse not to begin his discipleship now. Was Jesus being 
insensitive? It seems to be a valid excuse that the man offers; 
after all, your father's funeral is no small matter. Now suppose 
Jesus had allowed this one. Here is a scene sometime later; Jesus 
is making some assignments. Wouldn't this unnamed disciple 
of Matt. 8 probably be the first one to have to excuse himself 
just at a time when Jesus was really counting on him? If the 
man was allowed to begin his discipleship with an excuse, what 
would prevent him from having many more? 

The Bible rebukes being too busy to serve God. Many texts 
warn of letting the affairs of the world become so pressing that 
you cannot attend to the soul. Consider the Parable of the Great 
Feast in Lk. 14, or maybe it should be called the Parable of the 
Great Excuses. The excuses that would keep them from attending 
the feast strike at the real I S S U E S of life. These were ra
tional justification in the eyes of men. But to the Lord of the 
feast they were feeble excuses tantamount to insult. How can 
Jesus, the agent of creation, be impressed with our excuses of 
being toobusy misusing the things He Created? Jesus is either 
first or he is not at all. 

Each person must sort out 1) What I want to do 2) the de
mands others put on my time and 3) what the Bible teaches. 
Sometimes these can be three entirely different things. I think 
Jesus looks to see which choice we will make. But how do I 
determine when I am using excuses (not reasons) or when I have 
become too busy? I must decide Jesus is first! In the text of 
Matt. 8 the man was saying that first he must bury his father, 
but Jesus is saying that first you must follow me. I am con
vinced that the twentieth century church has taken discipleship 
far less seriously than Jesus ever intended. Again and again in 
the scriptures, Jesus is confronting people to count the cost 
before they glibly profess discipleship. Jesus used some very un
yielding examples of how he must be first in every situation. 

Second, we must prove that Jesus is first. That is not said to 
infer legalism. However, Jesus did examine trees to see if they 
had fruit. Jesus was never quite as interested in what men 
proclaimed as in what they did. Peter protested his loyalty and 
turned a deaf ear to Jesus' warning, but before the next day's 
light started the roosters to crowing, Peter had failed on what 
he had promised. The two men in the text proclaimed disci pie
ship, but Jesus seems to be more interested in what they would 
do. 

The problem may be deeper than just being too busy. The 
text is so meaningful and yet so te1·se. I always seem to have 

more questions than the Bible answers. What happened to this 
would-be disciple? Did he lay aside his excuse? 

Did he consider what Jesus was saying or did he go away sor
rowful like the Rich Young Ruler? Maybe the context will give 
us more. At first, the whole chapter appears to be only a chrono
logical listing of events. The first paragraph shows a leper being 
cleansed by Jesus. In the second paragraph, the centurian asks 
Jesus to heal his servant. Next they come to Peter's house where 
his mother-in-law is ill and later that evening other sick people 
come to tbe house seeking Jesus. The fourth paragraph is our 
text and the next tells of the storm being stilled. Finally Jesus 
casts out the demons of the two Gadarenes. 

Is there a key to this chain of events? Consider this. Jesus 
handles every problem in this chapter" ..• with a word •.• " (v. 
16). Everything in this chapter bows to the Lordship of Jesus
except men! Disease, time and distance, storms, and even devils 
submit immediately to his sovereignty. Then, how can we dare to 
approach Jesus with exceptions to our discipleship? "I'll be your 
disciple, Jesus, BUT . .. " 

The Centurion was humbled that Jesus would take time out of 
his busy schedule and come to the Centurion's house to heal the 
servant. He knew that time and distance were no problem for 
Jesus, just speak the word and it will happen. With that faith, he 
told Jesus that he was not important enough for Jesus to come 
to his house. Now, why was Jesus amazed at the Centurion's 
faith? This Gentile soldier believed Jesus was in control abso
lute! While his disciples, in this same chapter, keep on asking, 
"What manner of man is this that even the winds obey?" Jesus 
says to his chosen. "You little-faiths." (Phillips). This simple 
soldier had no trouble accepting that Jesus was Lord of all but 
these Jews who had had the law and the prophets must have 
some more time. "Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith." And if Jesus were here today, perhaps he 
would say the same words only substituting the word church for 
Israel. Is it that the church has failed to do great things because 
the church has failed to have great faith?? 

Jesus could heal everyone in this chapter except the man with 
an excuse! He healed the leper, the paralyzed servant, the fear
stricken disciple, and the incorrigible demoniac, but the man with 
an excuse, Jesus could not use. Because of the gospel, the apostle 
Paul wore chains on his wrists like a criminal, but his excuse 
was not that he was subject to circumstances beyond his con
trol. He served one who is the Lord of circumstances. Thus he 
concluded "But the word of God is not fettered (2 Tim. 2:9). So 
being in ~rison was not a problem, just another opportunity. The 
problem of excuses is really that we have not accepted Jesus as 
Lord of all and especially Lord of Me. 

1212 104th S.E., Bellevue, W A 98004 
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Instrumental Music and Chlistian Worship 
NOEL GRISHAM 

Many people who use instrumental 
music in their worship do not know why 
they do and some who refrain from using 
instrumental music as an aid or means of 
worship do not know why it is so. 

Discussion of this issue like many other 
r eligious discussions is not without high
tensity emotion. This essay does not ques
tion the right of freedom of denominations 
to use instrumental mus ic in their worship 
since it is consis tent with their later re
ligious philosophy. But it seems proper 
to explain why churches of Christ prefer 
and exclusively engage in a capella sing
ing. The explanation will include a 1:eview 
of some historical facts, evaluations by 
reputable contemporaries who are not 
members of churches of Chr ist and some 
Biblical proclamations. 

For more than a thousand years the 
Roman Catholic Church did not use in
strumental music in its worship. By the 
testimony of St. Thomas Acquinas, the 
Roman church did not accept instrumental 
music in the worship until the middle of 
the thirteenth century. The early church 
fathers were unanimous in their opposi
tion to the use of instrumental music in 
their worship. The Dutch Reformed 
Church, soon after t he Reformation, in
veighed against the use of instrumental 
music in public worship. 

Martin Luther cons idered organs 
"among the ensig ns of Baal." J ohn Cal
vin expressed his condemnation of instru
mental music in the worship. It has been 
noted that, since the Apostle Paul pro
hibited the use of unknown tongues in 
the church, he would much less have tol
erated artificial mus ical performances 
which are add ressed to the ear alone. T he 
French Reformed Church in its earlier 
glory days excluded instrumental music 
from its worship. Charles W esley declared 
that he h ad no obj ection to the presence 
of instruments of music in the church " so 
long as they could be neither seen nor 
heard." Charles Spurgeon, the dis
t inguis hed Baptist pastor, in upholding a 
simplicity of worship in the church, advo
cated unassisted singing. 

Those who try to just ify instrumental 
music as a means of worshi pp ing God 
from t he Old Testam ent, will have diffi
culty in explaining Jewish ptactice from 
ancient to modern times. The Hebrew 
rabbis forbad instrumental music in the 
synagogue and vocal mus ic has continued 
to be the main r esou t·ce of Jewish wor
ship. 

Instrumental mus ic in t he worship of 
God, in spite of New Testament s ilence on 
the s ubject, is hardly justified by an Old 
Testament reference to David and the 
praising of the Lord by 4,000 with the in
struments David had made. On this oc
casion of transition from tabernacle wor
ship to the more elaborate ritual of the 
temple the instruments of mus ic would 
not have been ins tituted unless God had 
specifically commanded it for this spe
cial occasion. It is neither divine mandate 
nor example of instrumental music in wor-
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s hip in tl1e cases of Miriam's playing upon 
the timbrel at the crossing of the Red 
Sea, or of the welcome of Saul and Dt~vid 
by the women with singing, dancing and 
instrumental mus ic. 

The Chur ch of England, a product of 
the Protestant Reformation, at first had 
some qualms a.,out t he use of instrumental 
music in worship. No r elig ious group has 
opposed instrumental music in worship 
more than t he Presbyterians of past ages. 
A group of Presbyterians in Scotland 
have continued to the present day the use 
of a capeUa singing. They have opposed 
the use of instrumental music for the very 
same rea sons that churches of Christ, 
Catholics, Baptists, Methodists and others 
have in the past opposed such pract ice. 

There is misunderstanding just how 
much instrumental music actually helps, 
or hinders, congregational singing. If one 
v isits over the country churches both large 
and sma ll, he will discover that, by man's 
standard of appraisal, there is low quality 
piano and organ music as well as poor 
quality singing. 

Instrumental music in the worship can 
lead to excesses as in the case of the 
church which, in order to increase at
tendance, adver t ised the employment of 
a modern jazz band t hat featured a "red 
hot" drummer. Ask the question of the 
member of a la rge modern church : How is 
your church doing? They will many times 
evade the question by telli ng you how 
many members they have in the church 
orchestra and choir, how many of their 
members have been elected to public of
f ice, how old and ornate the church 
b uilding is. I t could be that the ques tion 
could be evaded by such reply as, "We 
don't use ins trumental music and must 
therefore have absolute and divine ap
proval." 

Much discussion about "proper church 
mus ic'' does not dignify man's rationality 
when it is argued that the addition of 
instrumental music to church worship is 
no more than adding air conditioning·, song 
books or using a tuning fork. 

The following references f rom qualified 
contemporaries help to put the r eview in 
focus : A few years ago duri ng the state 
meeting of public school superintendents 
in Austin, Texas, Dr. L . A. Woods . state 
superin tendent and distinguished Baptist 
layman, shared a personal opinion i n the 
general assembly. After an CL c(tpclla choir 
f rom an Austin high school sang t he ir 
songs, Dr. Woods stated t ha t ever y time 
he heard a n n capella choir sing he thought 
it would be good if all the churches used 
t his kind of music in t heir worship ser
vices. 

The editor of a Hugo, Oklahoma daily 
newspaper was a member of the Methodist 
Church in Hugo, and a former band di
rector. In a Thursday morning editorial, 
he wrote that he had always wondered 
why churches of Christ did not use instru
mental mus ic in worship. He had attended 
prayer meeting on the prior evening and 
said that he was convinced that a ll the 

churches in Hugo should discard their 
p ianos and organs and u sc A Capella 
si nging which he was now convinced was 
superior. 

Then too, there is a matter of con
sistency. This author witnessed a n inter
es ting di:.tlogue between a Bapti st min
ister and a Lutheran pastor. The Baptist 
minister had made the mistake in crit iciz
ing the Luther a n for observing Easier as 
a r elig ious day and r equested scr iptural 
reference. Immmediately the Lu theran 
pastor a sked the Bapt ist min ister for 
scriptural r eference for ins tr ument al 
mus ic in worship. Unable to find a dequate 
New Testament reference, t he Baptist 
m inis ter sought in vain a satisfactor y Old 
Testament refe rence. The Lutheran pas
tor countered a feeble a t tempt for Old 
Testamen t justification by stating tha t on 
a recen t visit to the great new J ewish 
Temple in N.Y. City he noticed t hat the 
Jews did not have an organ or piano in 
their great place of worship. 

The human voice, as engaged in singing, 
is a creat ion of God. Not so of man-created 
instruments. Mus ical instruments are 
made for playing and for pleas ure, not hing 
else. They have good u se when they serve 
their purpose. All people love good music 
both vocal and instrumental. But because 
something is good and enjoyable does not 
mean that we can take it into the assembly 
and make it a component of or an aid to 
wor ship. 

There has been some attempt to update 
Biblical words such as " sing" (adein) and 
"make melody" (psallein ) as in Eph. 5:19 
and aba ndon original Biblical meanings 
and read into this passage a latter ac
quil"ed meaning which could include in
strumental music. If this could be done 
for t he word "sing" or "make melody" the 
same can be done for the word "baptize" 
(baptzein). With this kind of licen se to use 
language of i ts t ime and context one could 
recreate t he Tower of Babel and alter the 
Bible to please oneself . 

In the Biblica l r ecord instl"Umcntal 
mus ic is a ccorded due attention. It is a 
proper accompaniment for dancing as in 
the case of the prodigal son. The celebra
tion of his return feat ured "mus ic a nd 
dancing" (Luke 15:25). 

The "voice of harpers" in heaven (Rev. 
14 :2) does not refet· t o literal ha rps. 
Heaven has no s uch materialist ic pro
vision. The "voice" of harpers, of waters, 
of thunder can only be symbolic. In the 
thirteenth chapter of F irst Corinthians 
Paul relegates ins truments of mus ic when 
he slates that deeds not motivated by love 
are " nothing." They are as useles~ as 
sound ing b1·ass or tinkling cymbals." 

Instruments of music are presented in 
the Old Testament as accompaniments for 
idolatrous worship. The faithful Hebrew 
children were bidden to fall down a nd 
worship a golden image and heathen gods 
when they heard the sound of musical in
struments. (The list in the third chapter 
of Daniel is rather long.) Paul in his a d
dt·ess at Mars Hill in Athens stated that 
"God is not worshipped with m en's hands 
as though he needed anything." The 
context makes it clea r that man does not 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Brigham Young and Adam-God (1) 

On April 9, 1852, Mormon prophet 
Brigham Yourig addressed a Later-Day 
Saints conference in the Salt Lake Taber
nacle. It was a speech which had wide 
repercussions in the early Mormon church. 
Young was answering the question dis
cussed among Mormons at that time-the 
question of who begat Jesus in the flesh. 

In this address Young said: "When our 
father Adam came into the garden of 
Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, 
and brought Eve, one of his wives, with 
him. He helped to make and organize this 
world. He is Michael, the Archangel, the 
Ancient of Days! about whom holy men 
have written and spoken-He is our GOD, 
and the only God with whom We have to 
do •.• When the Virgin Mary conceived 
the child Jesus, the Father had begotten 
him in his own likeness. He was not be
gotten by the Holy Ghost. And who is the 
Father? He is the first of the human 
family. . . Jesus, our elder brother, was 
begotten in the flesh by the same character 
that was in the garden of Eden, and who 
is our Father in heaven." This sermon was 
recorded and printed in the Mormon pub
lications Journal of Discourses (Vol. 1, 
pp. 50, 51) and Millennial Star (Vol. 15, 
pp. 769, 770). 

After the speech by Brigham Young, 
Mormon leaders Hosea Stout and Samuel 
Rogers recorded in the personal diaries 
what they understood Young to say: 
"Adam was the father of Jesus and the 
only God to us" (On the Mormon Fron
tier: The Diary of Hosea Stout 18.U-
1861, Vol. 2 Ed. By Juanita Jones. Utah 
State Historical Society, Univ. of Utah 
Press, Salt Lake City, 1964, p. 435) and 
"Adam was the only God that we would 
have, and that Christ was not begotten by 
the Holy Ghost, but of Father Adam, that 
Christ was our elder brother" (Journal of 
Samuel H. Rogers, Vol. V, BYU Library, 
Special Collections, Provo, Utah, p. 179). 

In a later edition of the Jtlillennial Star 
(Vol. 17, p. 195) it was printed that 
"Every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that he is the God of the whole 
earth. Then will the words of the Prophet 
Brigham, when speaking of Adam be fully 
realized--'He is our Father and our God, 
and the only God with whom we have 
to do.'" 

Today the Latter-Day Saints (Mor
mons) no longer believe the Adam-God 
Doctrine. Mormon Apostle Mark E. Peter
son says that Brigham Young was mis
quoted in the speech recorded above. He 
says that the idea of Adam being God is 
"1·idiculous" (Adam, Who Is He? Deseret 
Book, Salt Lake City, 1976, p. 14). Mormon 
President Spencer W. Kimball declared the 
Adam-God teaching as "false doctrine." 
(Deseret News, Oct. 9, 1976, Church News 
Section, p. 11.) Joseph Fielding Smith re-
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interprets Young's statement made on 
April 9, 1852. He says that "the first of 
the human family" is not Adam hut 
Elohim and that Adam is a god only in the 
sense that he is the first man and there
fore head of the human family (A?Zswer.<J 
ot Gospel Questions, Vol. 5, pp. 122, 123). 
Mormon apostle Bruce R. McConkie fol
lows the same line of reasoning (Mormon 
Doctrine, 1958, p. 17). 

However, Brigham Young's statements 
must be understood in the light of what he 
said about Adam in other speeches and 
comments to Mormon audiences. BYU 
teacher Rodney Turner argues in his Mas
ter's Thesis done at Brigham Young Uni
versity that Young was not misquoted or 
misunderstood (The Position of Adam in 
Latter-day Saint Scriptur.e and Theology, 
M.A. Thesis [Microfilm], BYU, p. 36). 
Brigham Young was concerned about the 
accuracy of his printed sermons and the 
statements of other Mormon leaders 
(Journal of Discourses, Vol. 9, p. 286 and 
Vol. 8, p. 264; Deseret News, Feb. 2, 1870). 
Turner concludes: "In the light of Brig
ham Young's attitude toward the errors 
of others, and in view of the division 
created by his remarks concerning Adam, 
it would be stretching one's credulity to 
the breaking point to believe that he would 
have remained silent had he been mis
quoted" (Turner, p. 46). 

Brigham Young never said he was mis
quoted in the 1852 speech. In fact, he 
continued to teach the Adam-God doctrine 
until the year of his death in 1877. 

Young left no doubt about what he 
meant about Adam in a sermon given on 
February 19, 1854: "Who did beget him? 
His Father, and his father is our God, and 
the Father of our spirits, he is the framer 
of the body, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Who is he? He is 
Father Adam; Michael; the Ancient of 
Days" (Brigham Young Papers, Feb. 19, 
1854, call number Ms. F219, §81, p. 6, 
Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake 
City). Young goes on to say in this speech 
that Jesus was not begotten by the Holy 
Ghost. 

When Mormon Apostle Wilford Wood
ruff heard Young give this speech, he 
recorded in his private diary dated Feb. 
19, 1854: "He said that GOD was Father 
Adam. He was the Father of the Savior 
Jesus Christ. Our God was no more or less 
than ADAM. Michael the Archangel" 
(Journal of Wilford Woodruff, entry of 
Feb. 19, 1854 [Microfilm] BYU Library, 
Special Collections, Provo, Utah). 

The Adam-God doctrine taught by Brig
ham Young was not received too favorably 
by some Mormons. At a council in Lon
don on June 26-28, 1854, it was mentioned 
that some of the officers of the Mormon 
Church had not met for three years be-

cause of this doctrine: "They are troubled 
about Adam being our Father and God" 
(llfillennial Star, Vol. 16, p. 482). Mormon 
Elder James A. Little defended the Adam
God doctrine at the council: "I believe in 
the principle of obedience; and if I am told 
that Adam is our Father and our God, I 
just believe it" (Millennial Star, Vol. 
16, p. 530). Elder Joseph Hall said, "If 
Adam's being our Father and God cannot 
be proved by the Bible, it is all right" 
(Millennial Star, Vol. 16, p. 483). Mission 
president S. W. Richards exhorted the 
Saints not to be troubled about Adam 
being our Father and God: "The Prophet 
and Apostle Brigham had declared it, and 
that is the word of the Lord" (Millennial 
Star, Vol. 16, p. 534). Other editorials in 
the Millennial Star defended Brigham 
Young on the Adam-God teaching (Vol. 
15, pp. 801 and 825). 

The controversy about Adam-God would 
not die down. Mormon apostle Orson Pratt 
strongly opposed Brigham Young on the 
Adam-God revelation. In his journal dated 
Sept. 17, 1854, Wilford Woodruff records 
this opposition: "Brother Pratt also 
thought that Adam was made of the dust 
of the earth, could not believe that Adam 
was our God or the Father of Jesus 
Christ. President Young said that he was" 
(Wilford Woodruff Journal, entry of 
Sept. 17, 1854 [Microfilm] BYU Library, 
Special Collections, Provo, Utah). Later 
on June 8, 1868, it was recorded in a 
meeting of the School of the Prophets: 
"The Doctrine preached by Prest. 
Young for a few years back where
in he says that Adam is our God 
-the God we worship-that most of the 
people believe this . . . Amasa Lyman 
stumbled on this. He did not believe it
he did not believe in the atonement of 
Jesus-Orson Pratt has also told the Press 
that he does not believe it-this is not the 
way to act-we should not suffer ourselves 
to entertain one doubt-we are not ac
countable on points of Dbctrine of the 
President makes a statement it is not our 
prerogative to dispute it" (Minutes of the 
School of the P1·ophcts, Provo, Utah, 
1868-1871, p. 38 of typed copy at the Utah 
State Historical Society). Orson Pratt told 
Joseph Lee Robinson that he did not be
lieve that Adam was God, our Father, as 
Brigham taught. Robinson wrote in his 
diary on Oct. 6, 1854 that he feared lest 
Pratt apostatize (Joseph Lee Robinson 
Journal, p. 62, BYU Library, Special Col
lections, Provo, Utah). 

In the next issue of the Firm Founde
tion we will present further evidence that 
Brigham Young taught the Adam-God 
doctrine and give some conclusions about 
what this means to present-day Mormons 
and the dilemma of accepting Brigham 
Young as a prophet of God while denying 
his teachings on Adam. 
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An 0 pen Letter 
To the Brotherhood of Churches of Christ 

I have been deeply grieved in recent 
years as I have seen the Crossroads 
Church of Christ and myself in particu
lar become the focal point of controversy 
within our brotherhood. I want to do 
everything honorable and in good con
science that I can to help bring about 
peace and harmony. I realize that I should 
have made a stronger effort to keep open 
the lines of communication with my critics 
and those who have disagreed with me, 
and I am committed to doing so in a great
er way in the future. In defending our
selves against unjust criticisms, we do not 
want to leave the impression that we are 
not open to legitimate concerns and con
structive criticisms. In fact, we welcome 
and solicit that kind of dialogue with our 
brethren. We are eager to do only what is 
right and best and are anxious to make 
any changes that need to be made in keep
ing with the scriptures. 

I believe that I know my heart, and 
that I love the Lord and his church more 
than my own life. My roots go back over 
100 years in the Restoration Movement. 
My father and grandfather have both 
served as elders in the Lord's church. 
Those who are closest to me and know me 
best are well aware of my faults and 
shortcomings. They know my strengths 
and weaknesses. They know my struggles 
and concerns. I believe they also know that 
I desire to do God's will and to be used of 
him more than anything else. I have deep 
convictions, a sense of urgency, and a 
strong personality. I am truly sorry for 
every instance where my personality has 
hindered the message in any way and for 
every occasion when pride and impa
tience have been manifested in my life. It 
has always been my desire to preach 
Christ in such a way as to draw others to 
Him, not to me. I have tried to set the 
best example possible in every area of my 
life, but I know that I am far from per
fect, and I want others to follow my 
example only as I follow Christ-to imi
tate my strengths not my weaknesses, for 
as the Apostle Paul stated, "we preach 
not ourseves but Jesus Christ as Lord.'' 

During the 1981 Florida Evangelism 
Seminar, I met with all of the Crossroads 
-trained ministers who were present and 
shared some matters of real concern to 
tne, relating to the current controversy: 

( 1) I assured them that I have never 
wanted and do not want in any way 
to direct or to exercise undue influ
ence over them or their ministries. 
Obviously, we have great love and 
concern for those whom we have 
trained and are always available for 
counsel. However, they must be com
pletely responsible and submissive to · 
the elders of the local congregation. 

(2) I expressed my desire to be more 
approachable and for them to feel a 
greater freedom to challenge me as 
I have challenged them and for all of 
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us to be more open to different points 
of view, without allowing any dif
ferences to affect our relationship 
with one another. 

(3) Aware that some have perceived a 
spiritual arrogance exclusiveness, or 
elitism among us, I urged that gen
uine humility be characteristic of our· 
lives and that we give greater dili
gence to admitting our wrongs, fail
ures, and mistakes. I urged greater 
openness and dialogue with every seg
ment of our brotherhood and a re
newed effort to bring about recon
ciliation wherever disunity exists. 

In this spirit, I hope to clarify some 
issues which have been the subject of 
much discussion. For many, a general 
statement that we believe in "speaking 
where the Bible speaks and being silent 
where the Bible is silent" would be suf
ficient, but some need specifics in areas 
where questions have been raised. 
I STRONGLY BELIEVE THE FOLLOW
ING: 

-The gospel is the power of God for sal
vation-not any method, program or 
merit of man; 

-Salvation is by grace through faith
works are a demonstration of our 
faith; 

-Patience and tolerance must be prac
ticed in our relationships with others; 

-Total commitment to Christ as our 
Savior and Lord is expected of every 
Christian; 

-Evangelism/soul-saving is the prime 
mission of the church and EVERY 
Christian should be involved in seeking 
the lost; 

-The Bible alone is the inspired and 
authoritative Word of God; 

-Doctrinal weakness, materialism, world
liness, lack of commitment, lukewarm
ness and complacency are major prob
lems in the church today and must be 
addressed; 

-God expects Christians to be obedient 
to all of the "one another" commands 
in the scriptures; 

-Marriage, the home and the family are 
sacred and must be given a top priority 
in our lives and conducted in accord
ance with the scriptures; 

-All of life is spirituality and our Chris
tianity must be manifested in our 
homes, jobs, school and recreation as 
well as in the corporate activities of 
the church. All that we do is to bring 
glory to God; 

-Christians must maintain the highest 
standards of ethics and morality. Pre
marital sex, adultery and homosexuality 
are unquestionably condemned by God; 

-Love and compassion must be extended 
to all sinners from all backgrounds and 
every walk of life as they are confront
ed with their sin and presented the 
"good news" of salvation in Christ; 

-Faith, repentance and confession are 
essential prerequisites of baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins; 

-There is one church, the body of Christ, 
which must remain non-denominational 
and true to the scriptures in all matters 
of faith and practice; 

-Real church growth should not and will 
not occur through appeals of entertain
ment, recreation or humanistic psy
chology but only through the power of 
the gospel; 

-All Christians must make their own 
decisions and all counsel and advice 
should be based on scriptural principles; 

-Christians possess different gifts and 
perform distinct roles within the body, 
but there are universal commands in 
God's Word given to every Christian; 

-Benevolence is a vital and essential part 
of the Christian life and every Chris
tian ought to be practicing "pure and 
undefiled religion"; 

-We must recognize as our brothers all 
who have been scripturally baptized into 
Christ and patiently teach in any areas 
of disagreement so that we might all 
reach unity in the faith; 

-Christians should live joyful, confident, 
assured, guilt-free lives as they "walk 
in the light." 

Having stated some of the things we do 
believe and emphasize in our teaching, I 
want to ~larify certain misunderstandings 
of our beliefs and practices .. To those who 
know us many of these charges will seem 
so untrue and far-fetched that they should 
not even be taken seriously or given credi
bility by a response, but because they have 
been so widely circulated I believe they 
must be answered. I HAVE NEVER 
BELIEVED, TAUGHT NOR SANC
TIONED THE FOLLOWING: 

-That every Christian must spend every 
waking hour in evangelism; 

-That every sin of thought or action 
should or must be confessed to a prayer 
partner; 

-That parents, husbands, wives or chil
dren should neglect their family or job 
in order to be involved in the activities 
of the church; 

-That any Christian has the right or 
responsibility to control another per
son's time or activities; 

-That any form of high pressure meth
ods, coercion or manipulation should be 
used in evangelism; 

-That we should embrace the use of in
strumental music in worship; 

-That we should fellowship any denomi
national group, doctrine, teaching or 
practice; 

-That fruit-bearing is limited to evange
lism or soul-winning; 

-That women may lead men in prayer 
in the assemblies of the church; 

-That social relationships with non-
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Christians should only be for the pur
pose of evangelism; 

-That members should be shunned who 
are not fully involved in the activities 
of the church, who do those things not 
generally approved or practiced by the 
congregation, or who leave the church; 

-That there is more than one baptism; 
-That salvation is by works; 
-That any Christian has the right to 

dictate to another person whom or when 
they may date or marry; 

-That any one evangelistic methodology 
must be used to the exclusion of any 
other; 

-That the book by Robert Coleman, THE 
MASTER PLAN OF EVANGELISM, 
or any book other than the Bible, should 
be the basis for our doctrines or prac
tices in evangelism or personal rela
tionships; 

-That guilt should be used to manipulate, 
intimidate or control others; 

-That peoples' sins or other confidential 
matters should or may be freely shared 
with others in the church; 

-That Christians should or must main
tain a rigid schedule or lifestyle includ
ing lack of sleep and other forms of 
harsh treatment of the body; 

-That Christians should isolate or alie
nate themselves from non-Christian 
friends, relatives or associates; 

-That students should neglect their 
school activities and grades in order to 
be involved in the church; 

-That any hierarchy should exist in the 
church other than the spiritual leader
ship set forth in the scriptures; 

-That miraculous gifts are in existence 
and available to Christians today; 

-That baptism should be withheld from 
penitent believers until human demands 
or standards are satisfied; 

-That human perfection is attainable 
through total commitment; 

-That in addition to Christ's atonement 
for sins, anyone else must suffer to 
obtain salvation; 

-That there should be any superior/ 
inferior or junior I senior concept of 
spiritual ranking among Christians. 

Though we have never believed. or 
taught any of these things, we are aware 
of instances where some of them have 
taken place. They certainly are not and 
have never been representative of the 
Crossroads ministry nor of those trained 
here. 

As long as the church is made up of 
fallible human beings, there will be abuses, 
excesses and mistakes made in the applica
tion of scriptural principles. We are con
cerned about those that occur and recog
nize our responsibility to eliminate them 
through every scriptural means possible. 
Sometimes there is a fine line between 
implementing scriptural principles and 
taking those same concepts too far. We 
cannot, of course, compromise our con
victions or relinquish those methods and 
concepts which are Biblical and uncom
monly effective in leading others to Christ 
and in building up the body of Christ. 

We are completely opposed to division 

among Christians and have never encour
aged church splits of any kind. In the 
heat of controversy, it is often difficult to 
determine who the guilty parties are when 
disagreements occur. Usually, both sides 
must share the blame. But some may be 
wondering "Why all the criticism?" First, 
there have been actual cases of abuses, 
misdirected zeal and misjudgments, many 
of which have· been blown completely out 
of proportion and given widespread dis
tribution. Secondly, there have been many 
false reports based on the testimony of 
non-Christians and fallen away Chris
tians. Thirdly, sincere people in our 
brotherhood have believed and related as 
fact second and third-hand information 
without getting both sides of the story. 
Finally, an attitude of hostility, negativ
ism and mistrust has been unnecessarily 
created in congregations that have been 
saturated with anti-Crossroads material. 

Cases of extremes can always be found 
and some critics have used these to paint 
a very distorted picture of Crossroads. I 
have been intimately acquainted with this 
congregation for the past 14 years and 
know the members as a whole to be deep
ly committed, sincerely loving and a joyful 
group of Christians of all ages and back
grounds. They are not legalistic or tradi
tion-bound. They are not harsh or prud
ish. They evangelize fervently but are 
kind, ethical and Biblical in their ap
proach. They are active in the community 
and on campus. They love the Lord, the 
lost and one another. They are warmly 
affectionate and expressive within the 
bounds of propriety. They have beautiful 
dating relationships and marriages. They 
love the brotherhood and want unity 
among fellow Christians. They are sym
pathetic, compassionate and long-suffer
ing toward the weak. They understand 
grace and are confident in their salvation. 
Of course, we have at Crossroads both the 
strong and the weak, the mature and the 
immature. We have many new converts 
who are still struggling with overcoming 
a previous lifestyle of sin. 

Many of the 250 people converted here 
each year (especially students) are with 
us for only a short period of time and 
they need loving care and guidance in 
congregations of the Lord's church when 
they leave us. We would hope that con
gregations would welcome them with open 
arms and work with them as they grow 
in the Lord. We believe that we are doing 
a better job now than ever before in pre
paring them to become a part of and to 
participate in the work and fellowship of 
other congregations when they ]eave us. 
Over the years we have tried to change 
things that needed changing. We have 
tried to give greater balance where there 
has been imbalance. We believe that we 
are doing a much better job now in every 
area of the ministry than in the earlier 
years of growth at Crossroads. 

The Crossroads congregation has been 
one of the pioneers among churches of 
Christ in developing dynamic, effective, 
evangelistic campus ministries. The im
pact for the cause of Christ on campuses 
throughout the country has been phenom
enal and unprecedented. The impetus 
on the campus has caused entire congrega-

tions to take on new life. The rule is that 
congregations with Crossroads-trained 
ministers have experienced tremendous 
growth and have maintained peace and 
harmony. Unfortunately, the overwhelm
ing good seldom gets the publicity. Ten of 
the 28 congregations baptizing over 100 
in 1980 were staffed by Crossroads
trained ministers. The accomplishments 
have far outweighed the difficulties. Of 
course~ pioneers make mistakes and learn 
a lot from experience as they forge 
through unexplored territory. But, in the 
process, they sometimes discover what 
many others have never dreamed of. 

When I began my ministry at Cross
roads I was 28 years old. I am now 43. 
I have had a lot to learn and much grow
ing to do over these years. But God has 
used and blessed us more than we could 
ever have imagined. I am thankful for 
his grace which has always been sufficient 
in every problem, in every failure, in 
every victory, in every defeat and in 
every hour of need. No one could ever 
know what my family and I have endured 
over the past several years. We could 
never adequately express our appreciation 
to the elders, ministers and members of 
the Crossroads congregation who have 
loved us, supported us and counseled us 
in times of need. My wife and children 
have been a tremendous source of 
strength. We appreciate those everywhere 
who have wanted to help and those who 
have stood by us. We appreciate those 
throughout the brotherhood who have not 
always agreed with us and yet have main
tained a beautiful spirit. We have been 
deeply touched by those who have given us 
the benefit of the doubt amidst charges 
and rumors. We thank you for every letter 
and expression of encouragement and 
most of all for your prayers. We have no 
animosity or bitterness toward any of our 
brethren. We are confident that all our 
conflicts, differences and misunderstand
ings can be resolved. 

We beg the entire brotherhood of 
churches of Christ to open wide your 
hearts to us. Help us to overcome our 
imperfections. We need you and we believe 
that we have much to offer as well. We 
desire to work together in the spirit of 
Christ to accomplish his mission and pur
pose for our lives and his church on this 
earth. We want the world to know that 
we are his disciples by our love for one 
another. Public condemnation of other 
Christians and congregations is totally 
out of place. The spreading of condemning 
tapes and articles ought to cease. Taking 
our disputes before an unbelieving world 
and publicizing our conflicts in the secular 
press should never happen. The great need 
at this time in our brotherhood is to heal 
the wounds that exist, restore the kind of 
unity for which Christ prayed and to love 
one another fervently, for love never fails. 

Obviously, it has been impossible in this 
letter to discuss in depth the various 
issues that have been addressed. I would 
be most happy, however, to provide addi
tional and more detailed information on 
any specific issues to those requesting it. 
Please write to Crossroads Church of 
Christ, 2720 SW 2nd A venue, Gainesville, 
Florida 32607. 
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Marriage 
IS NO JOKE - - -

IT'S FOREVER 
No Doubt You've Heard About 

''MARRIAGE 
ENCOUNTER'' 

Why not give yourself this 
opportunity to make a good 

thing even bett er! 

WEEKENDS ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN OVER 40 
CITIES IN 25 STATES, AS WELL AS CANADA AND EUROPE. 

For dates, further information and/or registration contact: 

Del and Marge Green, P.O. Box 20756 
Bloomington, MN 55437, 612-831-6895 

,, 
YOU DON'T D,, 

A MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

--You Deserve It! 
It's an opportunity to realize the full potential of your 

marriage with all the joy and beauty that God intended it to be. 
Is a better marriage worth the investment of one weekend? 

Marriage Encounter is a weekend program dedicated to strengthening and enriching 
the marriage. The weekend is a personal and private experience for each attending 

couple with no group interaction. 



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AND 
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 

(Continued from page 6) 
devise his own ways of worshipping God, 
sincere and honest though they be. 

Divinely approved music for Christian 
worship "speaks one to another," "makes 
melody with the heart," sings "with 
spirit and understanding," is "in spirit 
and in truth," and "teaches and ad
monishes one another" (Eph. 5:19, I Cor. 
14-15, Jno. 4:24; Col. 3:16). The singing 
voice is the inner sense of man that is not 
stilled by external forces-a personal ele
ment in a mechanized world. It remains 
while instruments join the march of the 
machines. 

GERALD FORD TO SPEAK AT 
ALABAMA CHRISTIAN 

Gerald R. Ford, 38th President of the 
United States, will be the featured speaker 
at Alabama Christian College's 26th An
nual Benefit Dinner, Tuesday, November 
3,1981. 

According to Alabama Christian Presi
dent J. Walker Whittle, a record crowd of 
2,500 people is expected for the dinner that 
will be held at the Civic Center in down
town Montgomery. 

According to President Whittle, all pro
ceeds from the dinner will go into the 
Alabama Christian operational budget. 
The ticket price of 125 dollars per couple 
includes the evening meal and President 
Ford's address. 

The dinner will begin November 3, at 
7:00 p.m. Tickets can be obtained by call
ing Alabama Christian at 205/272-5820, or 
by writing: Benefit Dinner, Alabama 
Christian College, Montgomery, AL 
36193-4601. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Atttml Co~Ltje itt Europt l!! 
European Christian CoLLege 
~ untque aperCtna m E~tis~ -~~t, 
.libera,~A-rt;s anct :Bibte ~urse.s - smau; IntUnacitJnaL 
Stu.dtnt- 13od-_!1 - Creti~ 'fra¥1S(er to u.s. sc:JuJols - . 
ChriSt~ En.vcron-m.lnti - opeo~ [Er Inttrna;tlbmtL 
E.van-!JeU.sttV - Cost;;s about; \Samt as u.s. 

Intcr~sted ? Write: Jfugh. .M ~le 
rtr-~~q~~Colltge 
102..0 Vtintfa., Austria 

Or CaLLa Oll-t43 +2Zt~2+-r2-00 

;. '• 

International Studies P.iogram · . ·• ··: · 
• Full program of study;ln plc:tui'Bsq~e:Fiorence, the heart of the 

renaissance mouement.. ; . :· ~-'~ .·. ·\.· 

oBible, history, literature, l'rlUBl~-~~-Gf!. 
• Weekend trauel included, ~ltlr~IO.Parls, Madrid, Frankfurt and 
o~e~. ~ - · 

--'ol'S.. -
•One week in Athens. .- : · ... ··-~ ;,·~-~~::.:_, .. 

. ·~ . · ... ·" ~~,·-~:~_ ..... ·~·.::il-r·::·:_·~~ . .. ~ .. 
•Inuoluement in strengthening the church; ·~#IJJtjlfl~works 

of Europe. .,_. ;.:',~~{/ ~~:1~·:.-,;. :;;..:~;F~ ~?-:,.~ 
•Unmatched experiences of liuing in rich Eu;"a~~~-;;;hure. ~~~-- · 

For brochure and full details, write: 
Dr. Carl Mitchell, Spring Director 
International Studies Program 
Harding University. Box 939 
Searcy. Arkansas 72143 
Phone (501) 268-6161. Ext. 556 
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STEVEN LEMLEY NAMED 
V.P. AT LUBBOCK 

LUBBOCK, TX-Dr. Steven S. Lemley, 
Dean of Lubbock Christian College since 
1978, has been appointed the College's 
Vice-President for Academic Affairs. 

In making the announcement, Dr. Har
vie Pruitt, President of the College, said, 
"During three demanding years as Dean, 
Dr. Lemley made a significant contribu
tion to t he College's operation. This 
change in title recognizes the assignment 
of new areas of responsibility." 

Lemley attended Lubbock Christian Col
lege, which was t hen a junior college, re
ceived B.A. and M.A. degrees from Pep
perdine University in Los Angeles, 
California, and earned the Ph.D. from 
The Ohio State University. 

He came to Lubbock Christian from 
employment as Dean of Student Life at 
Pepperdine University Seaver College. 
During s ix years at Pepperdine Lemley 
was visiting professor in the University's 
Year-in-Europe Program in Heidelberg, 
Germany. 

Lubbock Christian College enrolls 1,200 
students in academic departments offering 
the bachelor's degree in majors. The Col
lege is in its twenty-fifth year of 
operation. 

Note to subscribers : P lease give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
Con9regalion in Southern Illinois needs 

minister durin9 fall of 1981. Our preacher 
is returning to Florida to relirl!, and we"re 
searching for a mature, experienced man to 
step in and continue growth program. 
Partial support desirable, but not required, 
as we are in a buildin9 pro9ram scheduled 
lor completion in December 1981. Will con
sider all applicants as 9ettin9 the right man 
ia most important. Six room homo available. 
for additional information, send loiter of in· 
quiry and resume to: 

CHURCH Of CHRIST 
P.O. Box 512 

Harriobur9. IL 62946 
or call 618/252-7154. Evenin9s call 618/252-
4316 or 618/252-6415. 
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41 BAPTIZED IN NORTHEAST 
CAMPAIGNS 

The 18th summer of campaigning for 
Campaigns Northeast-Southeast teams 
resulted in forty-one baptisms. This work 
is overseen by the Sylvan Hills church of 
Christ in North Little Rock, AR. Owen D. 
Olbricht is coordinator of the work. 

Campaigns in the Northeast were held 
in Massillon, and Tipp City, OH; Benton 
Harbor, MI; Summerville, PA; Lawrence, 
MA; Glens Falls, and Massena, NY; S. 
Burlington, VT; and Dover and Vineland, 
NJ. 

Campaigns in the Southeast included 
Fort Oglethorpe, and Trenton, GA; 
Plymouth and Jacksonville, FL; and Hen
derson, NC. 

W rn. Gene Brock, 6201 Winding Way, 
Carmichael, Ca 95608: Mack Lyon closed 
a series of gospel meetings for the church 
located at 6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, 
Cal. (Sacramento Metro area). Attendance 
and interest was good. Responses were 
numerous. Wm. Gene Brock preaches for 
the church in Carmichael. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

( 36 COU RS ES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
E lders and Deacons 

Optiona l '2nd Y ear of G raduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cul lum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282·2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURESHIP 
Includes Thrust Debate Competition 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
Apr il 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE : T1'1tth and Error i11- C01zjlict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

W ayne Jackson, Goebel Music , Ira R ice , Thomas W ar ren, 
Guy N . Woods, P at M cG ee, William Cline, Johnny R amsey , 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Di rector 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
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Just Off the Press! 

Seorching lor REAL Christianity 
(NON-DENOMINATIONAL) 

by Ted Cline 
/lou/ 

* The ideal book to give to those you would like to win 
to Christ and His church. 

100 pages, 
Four-color cover 

* Sets forth basic truths in a positive, appealing and en
lightening manner. 

* Excellent for adult or teen classes. Questions for thought 
and discussion follow each chapter. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

T ed Cline is an exceptionally clear 
writer, as well as very effective 
gospel preacher. In J anuary of 1970 
he became the minister of the South
west Church in Phoenix, and while 
in Phoenix has authored three 
books: Sermons That Live, Ques
tions For Jehovah's Witnesses, 
and now, Searching for Real 
Christianity. 

Both the former books were exceptionally well re
ceived. This one will be too. Altbou~h it is addressed 
especially to the searching ~eneratton, it is an ef
fective tool for reaching inqu1ring minds at all levels. 
This book presents the case for undenominational 
Christianity in a crystal clear manner. 

Rcuel Lemmons, Editor 
Firl!l f oundatio n 

ORDER TODAY! 

Gentlemen, P lease send me ... 
---- copies of Searching for Real Christianity 

at $2.50 per copy 

---- copies of Sermons That Live! 50 Complete 
Outlines at $4.95 each 

---- copies of Questions for Jehovah's Wit
nesses at $1.50 per copy 

PLEASE PR INT 

Name 

Address 

- --- ------- Zip ----

CHAPTER TITlES 

1. Seek and You Will Find! 
2. Authentic Christian ity- How Can It 

Be Determined? 
3. How to Become a Christian 
4. Bible Names for God's People 
5. Names of God the Father 
6. Names and Titles of Christ 
7. Group Fellowship and Organization 
8. Worshipping Together 
9. The Church at Work in the World 

10. Love is the Greatest! 
11 . The Work of the Holy Spirit 
12. Final Events and Eternity 
13 . Non-denom inational Christianity: 

The Ideal and the Possibil ity 

Clip and mail to-

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 
HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

or 

STAR BIBLE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P. 0. Box 181220 

Fort Worth, Texas 76118 

Please add 10% for postage. Texas residents add state sales tax. 
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SPRINGTOWN WORKS IN CHIMALA 

The Springtown church in Springtow11, 
Texas is making a three-fold thrus t into 
Africa in 1982. 

Phase one will be to locate two quali
fied famil ies on the field. 

j -·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·--· -cUSHiONSFOR----·-·-
cHuRcH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 I 

I 

Phase two is to underwrite the work 
of the Chimala Mission Hospital. 56 beds, 
save 16 out of 20 babies in the area and 
treat 30,000 patients a year. We would not 
be able to place missionaries in Tanzania 
if it wer e not for the hospi tal. We have 
16 congregations in the ar ea of Chimala. 
Send the f unds you would spend for 
Christmas Cards and t he postage to ma il 
t hem. Make check t o the Spr ingtown 
church. 

- ·-·- .. _,_ -·- 11 u-u-a- -·-~~- u- 6 

Phase tlwee is t o answer the call for 
famine peoples in Africa. The Springtown 
church bas set $50,000.00 as the mini mum. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For more information write to Spring

town church of Christ, Box 96, Spring
town, Texas 76082. 

For Employees of Churches of Ch ri st & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guara nteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 

Claude A. Guild, Box 96, Springtown, 
Texns 76082: We closed a meeting w ith 
the church at Weatherford (Spr ingtown 
Rd.). Brother Bill Smotherman is doing 
a n excellent job. My next meeting will be 
November 8-12 at Br idgeport, Tx., Tom 
Adams, Minister. Very s incerely. 

P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801-817/429·1403 

Now Ready for Shipment-

7.95 

Harding Lectures 
1981 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Harding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas r esidents add 40¢ sales tax. ) 

Name 

Address 

City ________ state _________ ____ Zip _____ _ 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 

( 40 Agents ready to serve) 

AdYertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
adYOrtiabig meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeklnif preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

If you aro moving anywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATl'. REALTORS 
23rd & . Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma. 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangeli11m-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT ROOD- KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
U4-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 'l :OO~P;....;'-::M-::'=-::=-:-::~ 

DENVER. COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON. VA.. 20 N. lrvinl{ St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & hi11toric N. Vn. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CBATHA.Itl. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07~28. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-SlUO or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A..R.BA. SCHOOL OF PlliDA.CRING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleaanntou, Cnllfoi'Dia 94560 
James W. Ferguson. Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd •• Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 

them. --,LO::--=-S,.....A:-::N"'="G""'E="L"""E="s=-.-c-=A-=-=-L==IF:-:0::-::R=:N:":'IA:-:----
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewb Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
----.ME~T~R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., Z20G E. Morgan A.ve .. 
U.S. 400 Enllt Oppo•lte K•Jiart. Office! 4'1'1-
15Z'ft. Bobby Wade, Jlln. 4'16-40GO. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. ..E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
.,EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3567 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma '14801. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIRI 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Ballfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX '18016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder). Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, OALIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
• CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Lingo 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

"BIBLE College Training through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 8200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 
\' UltiA, ARIZ., 051 -::l:=:'IV:-.--::::S~th::---::S~t-. ~s=u-n-=d~a-y---

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
We're on the movel Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 285, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby a::-ea to start new congregations. 
Fields are ripe. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, wait
ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable.'' 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"CHRISTIAN MSW SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED 
to work with the Madison Children's home, Madison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Call Nick 
Boone at 615/868-4696 or 868-3360 for information." 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1215, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. J{OUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bncon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ In 
Chula Vista, California. Please send resume and 
picture to Pete Campbell, 928 Piccard Ave., San 
Diego, Ca. 92154 or call (714) 690-2960 or - 421-
5800 in the evening. 
EXPERIENCED PREACHER AVAILABLE for im
mediate relocation. Graduate of Freed-Hardeman. 
Excellent references. Charles P. West, P. 0. Box 97, 
Newton, Miss. 39345. Call (912) 537-7549 or (601) 
683-3248. 
MINISTER NEEDED. Experienced. We pay $200 a 
week, house and utilities. Have own support for 
additional wage. Call 712-255-4810 or send resume 
to Burt L. Dryer, #3 Penny Lane, Sioux City, lA 
5110<.. 
PREACHER desiring part time preaching in the 
Houston area. Please call 358-7845. 
BUSES, BUSES . , . Several joy bus colors. Fort 
Worth 817·293-9456, 
For Sale: AB Dick Offset Press. Model #326 in 
working order. Make offer. We also have used 
songbooks to give away to any congregation who is 
willing to pay postage or freight or pick up here. 
University Church of Christ, P.O. Box 427, Canyon, 
TX 79015. 806/655-3926. 
For Sale: Elliott A~dd;,;r-e-s-=si_n_g....,.,M=-a-c.,....h.,....in-e-:in-e-x-c-e-:-::11-en--=t 
condition, stencils & extra equipment included. 
$750. Call or write Children's Home of Paragould, 
5133 Children's Homes Circle, Paragould, AR 72450. 
501-239-4031. 
"Church of Christ, Pixley, California desires sound 
gospel preacher for fulltime position. Prefer mature 
family man between uges of 25 and 55. Good salary 
plus home, utilities and other benefits. Send resume 
to Church of Christ. c/o W. Clark, 1182 Heritage 
Court, Tulare, CA 93274." 

MINISTER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY. Rural con
gregation in central Illinois. House provided. Please 
send resume to Church of Christ, Secor, IL 617'U. 
PREPUBLICATION SALE: Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the First Fifteen 
Years,•• Volume I is currently being prepared for a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion can be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover, to: The Kingdom Press. 
P .0. Box 346. Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 

INVESTIGATE% Tile Firm Foaudatloll 
tries to aereen adverU•ID&\'o llDd will Dot 
kllowlagly take queatloaubie advertlalng. 
But It Is the reader'• reapoualblllty to ID• 
veatlgnte. Like auy other pnper, we •ome
tlmes uuwlttlngly run nn unworthy acl. 
A..s the old saying ~oes. before TOU Invest, 
lnve•tl~ntel 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 
·two plans to choose from 

GROUP LIFE A:V AILABLE 
GROUP ANNUITY 

RETIREMENT PLAN 
GUARANTEED ISSUE 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO,TEXAS76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training forfull·time 

work covered at same rate as. 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere · ~. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G~l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas. Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 626-7716 

15 [7351 



BOX 2255 e WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 EDWARD C. WHARTON FURMAN K EARLEY JIM McGUIGGAN 

NEALE PRYOR 

AVON MALONE 

ROY LANIER, JR. 

CLYDE WOODS 
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NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON YOUR 1V! 
International Video Bible Lessons are taught by interesting and qualified instructors selected from 
among gospel preachers and teachers especially for each particular area of study. All 66 books of 
the Bible are expected to be released during 1982 - below is a partial list of subjects available 
right now or in the very near future: 

Book: 
Video Bible Lessons 
(27 Minutes Each): 

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Judges 
I Samuel-! Kings 11 (Bible History-!) 
I Kings 11-Esther (Bible History-H) 
Job 
Psalms 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea-Nahum (Minor Prophets-!) 
Habakkuh-Malachi (Minor Prophet.s-11) 
Matthew 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
I Timothy 
II Timothy & Titus 
Hebrews 
James 
1-111 John 
Jude 
Revelation 

26 
13 
6 
5 
8 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 

(Inquire) 
(Inquire) 
(Inquire) 

24 
20 
13 
13 
26 
26 
26 
28 
20 
13 
13 
8 

13 
13 
26 
18 
24 
6 

26 

Topics: 
Video Bible Lessons 
(27 M inutes Each) 

Authority 
Bible & Archaeology 
Bible Geography 
Bible & Science 
Bible View of God 
Christianity: A Clear Case of History 
Church of Christ 
Church Growth 
Discipleship 
Drawing for the Master 
How We Got the Bible 
Inspiration of the Bible 
Positive Spiritual Atti tude 
Prayer and Fasting 
The Reign of God 

5 
6 

10 
6 
3 

II 
(Inquire) 

12 
16 
5 
6 
2 
8 

(Inquire) 
15 

Instructor: 

John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Albert Lemmons-Nashville, Tenn. 
John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
Jim Young-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Tony A sh-Institute for Christian Studies 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Furman Kearley-Abilene Christian University 
Furman Kearley-Abilene Christian University 
Bill Smith-WFR School of Biblical Studie~ 
Neale Pryor-Harding Universily 
Frank Pack-Pepperdine University 
Roy Lanier, Jr.-Bear Valley School of Preaching 
Edward C . Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
Avon Malone-H arding University 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Edward C. Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Avon Malone-Harding Universily 
Neil Lightfoot-Abilene Christian University 
J.J. Turner-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Edward Myers-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
J .J. Turner-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 

Instructor: 

Jim McDoniei-Shreveport, La. 
Jack Lewis-Harding Graduate School 
Don DeLukie-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Virgil Trout-Dallas. Texas 
Hugo McCord-Oklahoma Christian University 
Edward C. Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
Edward C. Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
J.J. Turner-Garden Grove, California 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Joe Malone-Dallas. Texas 
Tom Gaumer-Dallas. Texas 
Don Myers-Chattanooga, Tennessee 
J .J. Turner-Garden Grove, California 
Albert Lemmons-Nashville, Tenn. 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 

INTERNATIONAL VIDEO BIBLE LESSONS 
BOX 2255 e WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 

Toll Free 1-800-551-5190 (Nationwide, Except La.) 318-387-7117 (La.) 

REQUEST YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION KIT TODAY! 
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Vol. 98, No. 47 

THE BROWNSVILLE TEXAS CHURCH celebrated its 50th annive rsary 
recently by bringing home all the preachers who had preached for 
the church during those 50 years. Here they are (l eft to right): 
Ralph Starling, Bob Grigg, Bill Cofer, R. V. Hamilton, F. F. Conley, 
Guy Orbison, Jr., Mike Scott, AI Brown, and He rman Barnett. (not 
pictured, L. R. Sparks). The Brownsville church is the only congrega
tion whe re J. D. Tant did local work. He was the first full-lime 
pulpit preacher for the congregation (1935-1937). The church was 
50 years old in September (1931 -1981). The theme for the lecture
ship was "The Church." 

Austin, Texas, November 24~ 1981 

INSIDE THI S ISSUE 

The Commitment Ethic . .... ............................... 2 
He Who Loves His Wife Loves Himself-Mitchel ..... . .... . . . . . 3 
Beerl ahairoi- jenkins ............... . ........ ...... ... ..... 3 
The Risen Christ In A Fa llen World- Prout . .. . .. .. . .. . ..... ... 4 
If There Is Any Exce lle nce-Spidell .... . ..... .... .... . ... .... 5 
Is It Time For Some Revisiting?- Young . .. ... ...... . .. . ...... 6 
Brigham Yo ung and Adam-God 11- Ste lding .................. 7 
Dance of Death- Jennings ............ ... . . ...... . .. ... ..... 7 
Evangelism- Pe rson Or Plan?-Boswell .. . .. . ....... . ....... . 8 
Is Divorce A Viable lnstitution?-Jon es ... . . ............. . .. .. 8 
Teach? Who Me?- Gary ...... . . . ....... ... . . . ... . ......... . 9 
Why We Can Approach God- Ice .................. .. ....... 9 
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The Commitment Ethic 

In the years ahead the church will be called upon to 
make changes to accommodate the economic, social 
and even political conditions that may prevail. If we see 
those changes as threats to our security we may not sur
vive. If we see them as challenges to thrust the change
less church into a changing world powerfully, we may 
be able to make an impression. 

As O;Jr bountiful land loses its rich resources and as 
it. is crowded with more and more people, ou: society 
wall face problems unlike anything we have been accus
tomed to in the past. We would hope that the church 
would recognize that its role will be changing more and 
more into that of a benevolent towel-girded servant. 

Our standards of living are going to definitely change. 
We will not always lie in the lap of plenty. Generations 
from now the church will have a completely new range 
of opportunities open to it. Some of them may promise 
more fulfillment than our age of abundance promises. 
~e ought !o begin now to try to learn how to cope with 
hfe of a dafferent meaning. If we wait until it is thrust 
upon us we will have no other alternative than to sim
ply adjust to the loss of another opportunity. We be
lieve. that the church needs to begin now to replace the 
old adea of self-denial and self-sacrifice, with a more 
positive ethic of commitment. 

It has been too easy for self-denial and sacrifice to 
build up a self-centered sorrow, rather than the positive 
self-fulfillment that commitment affords. Self-punish
ment and self-pity should be replaced with an indomi
table yearning emphasizing ·~he sacred and expressive 
a~pect of life. Christians must be good for something. 
Fag trees must have more than just leaves on them. They 
must bear some fruit, or they have no right to clutter 
the land. 

In our fut~re there must be a sustained effort to bring 
our people mto a closer and more meaningful relation
s~ip with each other. 11Brotherhood" must be given 
more than institutional· meaning. We must be one body. 
Our present times have contributed to a personal inde
pendence that is destructive. The me-first ethic must be 
replaced with in-depth interpersonal relationships. The 
fellowship we have now is a transitory, superficial non
satisfying thing. It is based upon membership in the 
same club rather than members of the same body. In a 
c~ngregation of any size we are not even acquainted 
w1th each other, much less inseparably linked to each 
other. We are definitely not committed to each other. 
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We have many acquaintances in the church but few 
very close brothers and sisters. Our lives are not one. 
We would be less selfish and preoccupied with our
selves if we became interested in each other. There is no 
doubt that Christians should be committed to jesus, but 
that commitment includes commitment to each other. 
Instead of advertising our repudiation of each other we 
should be sheltering and protecting each other. 

Every congregation should implement a search for 
community. And on a worldwide scale the church uni
versal would do well to give priority to such a search. 
Self-serving is out; meaningful relationships with others 
is in. We are ~lad to see this trend in society because 
it will build stronger homes and a better society. We 
would love to see it in the church because it would 
help us toward the kind of unity for which jesus prayed 
in john 17. · 

We have gone through a period in our culture in 
which it was chic to be single and free from encum
brances. That hasn't proven to be the answer, because 
people need each other. There are signs that the com
mitment ethic is beginning to work, and that two peo
ple's commitment to each other for life is taking the 
place of the loose living, sinful self-indulgence of the 
past decade. The trend is confirming what Christians 
have known all along, and two people sharing each 
other's lives is a good ethic that has persisted since 
Adam. Alternate life styles are for the birds. 

A deep hunger for deeper personal relationships must 
carry aver into the church of the future. As pressures 
mount our need for each other is going to be greater. 
Commitment must prevail. The bureaucratic efficiency 
of the modern church must give way to caring souls 
who are committed to each other. As a handicapped 
child needs the extra support a loving family can give, so 
do weak Christians need the support of their brothers 
and sisters. 

Many are bored with religion because it does not 
have this commitment ethic. Self-fulfillment demands 
commitments that obligate us to each other, and form 
a mesh of love that leaves each comfortable in his broth
er's arms. Getting must be replaced by giving. This is 
not an option. The church has too much at stake to 
neglect the commitment ethic. 
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He Who Loves His Wife Loves Himself 
CARL MITCHELL 

In recent years, marriage has often been 
vilified and many pessimistic predictions 
have been made about its future. Some 
sociologists and psychologists have even 
gone so far as to say that marriage may be 
finished as a social institution. Alvin Toffler 
in his best seller Future Shock, discusse~ 
alternate social units which he says may 
replace the traditional "nuclear family." 

Of course, the so called "failure" of mar
riage is not a failure of the idea, but of the 
quality of execution. It must be remembered 
that marriage was originated by God. One 
author has stated that in the opening chap
ters of Genesis, God after having said "it is 
good" seven times, finally said something 
was "not good." What he said was not good, 
was "for man to be alone." I am glad to add 
that in very recent journal publications, there 
appears to be a reconfirmation of marriage. 
It seems that having been given time to ex
periment with the so-called "replacements of 
marriage," they have proved out to be so 
negative, that even with all of its problems, 
the traditional family arrangement looks 
good by comparison. 

It is the thesis of this presentation that 
what has been missing in marriage and thus 
permits failure, is love ... not the confused 
Hollywood-inspired idea of love which 
seems little more than infatuation ... but the 
Bibl~cal concept of love as commitment, 
serv1ce, understanding, and devotion. 

The Biblical text that serves as a basis for 
this study is Ephesians 5:21-33. 

Be subject to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to 
your husbands, as to the Lord. For the 
husband is the head of the wife as Christ 
is the head of the church, his body, and 
is himself its Savior. As the church is sub
ject to Christ, so Jet wives also be subject 
in everything to their husbands. Husbands, 
Jove your wives, as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her, that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. Even so husbands should 
love their wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his wife loves himself. For no 
man ever hates his own flesh, but nour
ishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the 
church, because we are members of his 
body. 'For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' 

This mystery is a profound one, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church; however, let each one of you love 
his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
There is a whole course of instruction as 

to the content of love in the above passages. 
Husbands are to love their wives as they love 
their own bodies, as they have literally be
come one flesh together. Husbands are to 
nourish and cherish their wives, as Christ 
does the Church. What an exalted state we 
find ourselves in when we marry, one that 

can. be compared to the relationship that 
Chnst ~as with his own spiritual body, the 
Church. Also, not even the otherwise 
closest human relationship, that of child to 
parents, can be allowed to interfere with the 
marriage union. A husband is to leave his 
fa~her ~nd his mother to be joined to his 
Wife. H.'s whole attention and being are to 
be ded1cated to the loving of his wife. 

Let it again be said that when marriage 
!ai.ls, it is a failure to love as the Bible en
JOinS! and not a failure of God's design for 
mamage. In the many years that 1 have 
served as a professional marriage and family 
counselor, I have not seen one case of mar
riag.e failure that could not have been 
avo1ded by a greater commitment to love 
and the demands of love. ' 

It is also my opinion that husbands are 
greatly at fault and bring great distress within 
the family when they do not rise to the Bibli
cal challenges of love. Many wives feel let 
down and betrayed when they are joined to 
pa~ners who do not show their love. As one 
wnter suggests, they end up with a head
ache, rather than with the Biblical head. 

~arlier I mentioned the confusion that 
~x1st~ as to the nature of love, and the nega
tive m~luenc~ ~f much popular propaganda. 
In. partiCUlar It IS to be decried that so many 
thm.k of love as an overpowering emotion. 
Wh1le I do not deny that love will include 
emotion, the vital aspect of Biblical love is a 
commitment to care for and work toward 
the. fulfillment of another person. It is an 
act1ve principle, visible because of what it 
does.. In fact~ love. is without exception 
descnbed by 1ts act1ons in the New Testa
ment. One writer states that too many are 
seek~ng someone to love them, rather than 
se.ekmg to love another person . . . persons 
With their Jove buckets empty, looking for 
s~meone to ~ill them, rather than persons 
With b.uckets f1lled by the Lord seeking some
one With whom to share their love. 

In stating that "he who loves his wife loves 
hims~lf," the. Holy Spirit was directing Paul 
to wnte that JUSt as we provide for the needs 
of our bodies, because we love them so we 
must provide for the needs of our wi~es be
cause we love them. It is therefore legitimate 
to ask, "what are the needs of a wife?" 

Many have undertaken to answer this im
portant question, and for each husband it 
must involve a life time of research. The 
needs are many, and they may change from 
one period of life to another. An effort will 
~e made here !o just list some that seem very 
Important. W1ves need a sense of per
sonal being and identity, the right to be 
themselves. Loving one's wife does not mean 
an engulfment of her, nor does it mean she 
must become a carbon copy of the senti
ments . and opinions of the husband . . . 
rather 1t demands aiding her to her own dis
ti~ctive individual development as a person 
w1th her talents and gifts. Wives need a lover 
who . is ever creatively searching ways of 
keepmg that love new and exciting. Among 
other things this demands time and sharing 
together. Wives need security, which means 
husbands must be careful not to dump too 

much on their wives. Wives need a spiritual 
leader who will aid them in their efforts to 
serve the Lord, and to grow in him. Wives 
need to be recognized, to be praised for 
their accomplishments so that they will feel 
good about themselves. Wives need not to 
be taken for granted. Wives need criticism 
but criticism that is given in a climate of 
l?ve, f~lly insulated by a great deal of posi
tive remforcement. Wives also need social 
and intellectual stimulation. 

While the lover-husband does all that he 
can to show love to his wife he also tries 
his best to avoid hurting he~ in any way. 
Realizing that God has joined them together 
in one flesh, he understands that when he 
hurts his wife, he hurts himself. Therefore, 
he thoughtfully avoids foolish actions and 
words that injure, just as he tries to avoid 
that which would do injury to his own body. 

Fortunately, all imperfect husbands are 
teamed-up with imperfect wives. In most 
instances, wives are very patient with hus
bands who show they are making an honest 
effort to learn and display the lessons of 
love. Part of the joy of marriage is the 
progress that husbands and wives make to
gether in their ability to demonstrate the 
love they have for each other. It should also 
be added that for the less imaginative hus-

Continued on page 11 

Beerlahairoi 
ANCIL JENKINS 

Few have troubles to match those of 
Hagar. She was a slave, taken from her 
homeland. She was ordered to become the 
wife of an old man, to produce a son. When 
it was evident that Hagar would have a 
child, Sarah, the first wife of Abraham, began 
to hate Hagar and began to beat her. 

The solution that Hagar saw was little dif
ferent from the way many people now try to 
solve their problem. She ran away. She was 
met by the angel of the Lord who tells her 
she is part of God's plan and she should re
turn to Sarah and Abraham. This conversa
tion takes place near a well that is later 
named Beerlahairoi, or "The Well of the 
Living One Who Sees Me." 

We do not differ very much from Hagar. 
We have our problems that often seem un
bearable. However, let us take heart from 
the story of this woman. From her, let us 
learn that God is not ignorant of our prob
lems. He is not unknowing or unfeeling of 
our needs. He sees, he knows, and he acts. 

God's answer to our plans can be found 
only in our cooperation with him .. When we 
completely submit to him and devote our
selves to his service, we will find our blessing. 
Probably, we will not have our burdens 
lifted. Even when Hagar returned to Sarah, 
nothing had changed. She was still a slave, 
her mistress hated her. However, she now 
knew that she had a purpose in life and 
God was aware of her. 

Have you found your place like Hagar? 
Have you come to find an occasion where 
you can say, "God sees me and knows my 
needs?" It is only when we find this we can 
face the burdens of life. 
1701 Gold Avenue S.E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 871 06 
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The Risen Christ • Fallen World 1n a 

One of the striking featu res of the gospel 
of Matthew is the con text which surrounds 
the details of the resurrection of Christ. The 
resurrection is set forth in graphic form w ith 
dawn, earthquake, angel, trembling guards, 
fearful women and a meeting w i th Christ 
(Matt. 28:1-10). 

But immediately before that account there 
is the record of an attempt by the rulers to 
prevent any thing that might even appear to 
be a resurrection (Matt. 27:62-66). Then, 
even while the women were on their way to 
announce that j esus had risen, there is the 
account of lying and bri bery to hush the 
reports of the 'missing body.' (Matt. 
28:11 -15). 

Why detract from the story of the Lord's 
victory bv talking about ugly opposition 
plans? Wouldn' t it be better to stress the 
posi ti ve: Christ is risen I Isn' t that enough
more than enough, in fact? 

Wh ile we canno t pretend to understand 
all the reasons for the arrangement of the 
book of Matthew it seems to me that we 
can see a very basic point in the narrative 
form. Matthew presents resurrection realism 
rather than sentimentality. That is, Christ 
died and arose in the real world where fallen 
humani ty unleashed its maximum weapons 
against him. jesus Christ ca lls on his dis
ciples to speak of his resurrection in a fallen 
world . 

One of the greatest temptations Christians 
face is that of adopting a world ly approach 
to the gospel. In that approach believers 
would sincerely, but thoughtlessly, hope for 
an event so public and undeniable that the 
world would be bowled over by it. It would 
be an event so everwhelming that the 
rankest unbel iever would throw up his hands 
to confess, "Yes, I am convinced . . . I give 
up .. . Jesus is Lord! " 

In that case evangelism would be a snap. 
The world would be converted overnight. 

It would seem tha t the resurrection of 
Christ was that type of sign. The glory of 
God brought Christ out of the grave-who 
could possibly res ist the power of that 
miracle? In a world where death is the great 
enemy surely a message o f v ictory hope 
would be the most welcome word imagin
able We would expect that if a person sa id: 
"Christ w ill arise from the dead on the thi rd 
day" the population o f Palestine would step 
forward to witness the occasion. We would 
like to suppose that when the announce
ment was made "Christ is risen !" the whole 
world sent back its reply "Amen ! He is risen 
indeed!" 

If that were true Chris tians would have 
nothing to do but stand back and count the 
converts as they streamed into the king
dom ... 

But Matthew is here to warn us that no 
event-not even the resurrection of Christ 
itself-can save people wtihout the ba ttle 
against sin and the personal decision to 
believe God's word about his Son. To be
lieve-that is not to be so overwhelmed by 
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an event which is so impressive that we can
not resist its impact. To believe is to wrestle 
against the combined weight of self and the 
flow of the world as it runs against God. To 
believe is an uphill battle against the ten
dency so negative that i t drove the rulers 
to sea l the stone and pay the bribe-any
thing ra ther than recognize the Christ of the 
resurrection. 

Someone has said that Christ arose " in 
the very history in which we are embedded.'' 
Yes. And as we contemplate the challenge 
of taking the word of resurrection hope to 
the world we dare not overlook the un
believing natu re of the world to which we 
preach. It is a world in which it is possible 
fo r people to resist the victory gift which 
would set them free from the bondage to 
death. 

This is a resu rrection world because 
Christ has risen. It is a world in which the 
hope does not l ie in 'super m iracles' ou tside 
of us. It l ies in renewed commitment to the 
one great miracle which brought the living 
hope into the world. The resurrection of 
Christ does not crush all opposition but i t 
continues to call for the personal st ruggle 
that leads to bibl ical belief. 

The resurrection victory of Christ comes 
to us w ith a ca ll to personhood. It is not an 
invitation that leaves us limp and irrespon
sible as we sit and watch the natural filling 
of the kingdom. The accomplishment of 
ressurection was divine battle carried on to 
the ul timate victory. Proclaiming the resur
rection of Christ remains, for all its power, 
sti ll a battle for the Lord's disciples. 

" Thank God our time is now when wrong 
Comes up to face us everywhere, 
Never to leave us till we take 
The longest stride of soul men ever took 
Affai rs are now soul size." Christopher Fry 
Christ has won ! Yes, but in that strange 

grace that makes us his fellow-workers we 
are invited to be part of the real battle which 
goes on as his victory is declared to the 
world. In what the world seems as the con
tradiction of the resurrection kingdom we 
speak of fin ished victory: Ch rist is risen ! 
And in the same brea th declare that the joy 
of announcing the risen Christ is a battle 
worthy of the best we can offer to God
a battle against the dead weight of death 
i tself. 

D id the resurrection o f Christ make the 
life of faith a 'sure thing'? Are all the ele
ments of choice removed? Is the outcome a 
'foregone conclusion'? No, for if it were the 
resurrection good news would have taken 
more from li fe than it gave. 

If anyth ing, we might better say that the 
Risen Christ increases the risk (that is, the 
quality of faith) by his very act of enlarging 
the promise. Into our comfortable world of 
half-light, dim promise, wonderment, aca
demic discussion and gentle probing-into 
that expected world he comes w i th his un
expected and unwelcome message. The 
learned men of Athens heard and went 

home laughing. Festus listened and called 
the preacher a mad man. 

But, through his word, that Christ sti ll 
comes to say, " Hang your life--every bit of 
it, past and present and future-hang it all 
on what some folks two thousand years 
ago say I did ... " 

If that call reduces the risk of faith I 
would not know how i t could ever be in
creased. What could possibly be more au
dacious than that? A call to build a twentieth 
century life on first century words-words 
of simple fishermen . .. what if they had 
been dreaming . . . ? 

In an attempt to escape the stark choice 
offered by the risen Christ people have pro
posed all manner of alterna tives. The power 
of a myth, we are told, transformed the dis
ciples from cowards to brave witnesses. 'Out 
of the body' experiences-presently a topic 
of l ively discuss ion on all fron ts-are sug
gested as a ' respectable explanation' of the 
resurrection. Research wi ll, we are assured, 
finally put all the pieces of the puzzle to
gether. 

Let us not hesti tate to declare that the 
resurrection of Christ is not dependent on 
modern research and/ o r discoveries. For if 
as a result of what man finds we think we 
have 'proved' the resurrection we would not 
have needed the Christ in the first place
the world could have solved the mystery on 
its own. Faith (in the bibl ical sense) still 
comes 'by the word of God'-not in the final 
paragraph of a scientific lab experiment re
port. 

And as for the mythical resurrection listen 
to John Updike's poetic comments on Luke 
24:36-43. 

" Make no mistake: if he rose at all 
it was as his body ..... . ..... .. . 
It was not as the flowers, 
each soft Spring recurrent; 
It was not as his spirit in the moutHs and 

fuddled eyes of the eleven apostles; 
it was as his flesh . .......... . 
Let us not mock God w ith metaphor, 
analogy, sidestepping transcendence; 
making of the event a parable, a sign 

painted in the faked credulity of earlier 
ages: 

let us walk thorugh the door . .. .... . 
Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 
for our own convenience, our own sense 

of beauty, 
lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, 

we are embarrassed by the miracle, 
and crushed by remonstrance.'' 

In the fallen world two thousand years 
ago it was a believer's risk to confess ' I be
lieve that God raised him from the dead.' 
(Cf. Romans 10:9, 10) In our fallen world 
it is sti ll the same ri sk. But we dare not re
duce that challenge, for life comes only 
through fa i thful obedience to him who is 
the Resurrection and the Life. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Rosevi lle, Ca. 95678 
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"if there is any excellence" 
STEVEN SPIDELL 

The Apostle Paul had a very specific strategy in fulfilling his mis
sion to spread the Gospel of jesus Christ. He summarized it in a 
letter to the church in Corinth when he wrote: "I have become all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some" (I Cor. 
9.22b). Paul understood something which we tend to forget. The 
message of the Gospel must be translated, interpreted according 
to the preconceptions and ideas and thought patterns of those 
who are listening to it. Those who are seriously committed to evan
gelizing others understand that their task, first of all, is to shape the 
presentation of the Gospel to their audience and not the audience 
to the presentation of the Gospel. The Good News of Jesus Christ 
is not written in stone but in the hearts of people. Thus it is the 
hearts of men and women that we must understand if we would 
teach them what it means to be a Christian. 

Verses eight and nine of Philippians chapter four are a good illus
tration of Paul's methodology. He understood that the church in 
Philippi was primarily Greek in culture. To have held up to them 
the mean\ng of the law or righteousness would have made little 
sense to them. What Paul does is to lift out from their own philo
sophical and ethical background some ideals which they would 
understand and have an appreciation for. This is precisely what 
Paul has in mind when he exhorts them, if they would develop 
mature Christian lives, by saying, "whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things." 

Though we live in a vastly different culture today than the one 
in which the early church existed, there is something intriguingly 
relevant about Paul's instructions to the Philippians. He is telling 
them, as a way of describing what it means to be a Christian, the 
best way to live your life. I wonder if that is not a singular concern 
to quite a few people today. And if it is then what Christians have to 
say about the best way to live should be of interest to others. 

It seems clear that in our society today that many people are al
most frantic about improving their lives, in every way: financially, 
socially, educationally, professionally, and personally. The incredible 
number of organizations, seminars, programs, courses, and books on 
how to live better is telling evidence of this interest. It speaks of a 
deep and terrible dissatisfaction that infects so many lives. We want 
our lives to be happier, more fulfilled, more creative. We want 
more out of live than we have now. And the church would do well 
to listen very carefully to this. For the success of our efforts to wit
ness to the validity and the value of the Gospel may well stand 
or fall by whether or not we can demonstrate that Christians live 
better than others. That is the bottom line. And it always has been. 
Christianity is not primarily really doctrine, it is about salvation, 
about changing lives. When the way we represent the Gospel stops 
changing lives, then the church has gone out of business. 

Paul's words to the Philippians are not only helpful as they 
demonstrate his strategy in spreading the Gospel. I think they are 
also relevant in what he says. He presents a message here that 
needs to be heard even today.;_but more than just heard, it needs 
living demonstration. 

Basically, Paul has two points here. First of all he is reminding 

his friends in Philippi to live their lives by focusing on the highest, 
the best, the greatest of ideals. For some strange, and I believe 
demonic, reason, to call someone an "idealist" today is to insult 
them. The implication is that they are out of touch with reality, that 
they have their heads in the clouds, that they don't understand what 
it is like to live in the so-called "real" world. In an age of the "get 
by" mentality, of planned obsolescence, more and more people are 
less willing to pay the price for making their lives the best they can 
be. Or worse, many seem to think that there are shortcuts to high 
achievement. Unfortunately, we can't blame them. After all, when 
the rewards for mediocrity are so high, and the cost of true great
ness is very steep, why not settle for giving less than you could? The 
level of boredom and frustration and enervation in so many sup
posedly successful people today reveals what happens to our lives 
when we do not strive to live up to our highest ideals. 

The true harm of such a way of life is seen in that we have no one 
to inspire us, nothing to give our lives for, nothing by which we may 
gain a sense of living creatively, powerfully, compassionately. But 
when we have no heroes, when we have no ideals that call us to 
make the sacrifice, then our lives fail to become what they could 
have been. Not only do we pay the price for this, but the next gen
erations are denied the impetus to make the best of their lives. 
After all, what are our children to think when at every turn we 
show that we are not willing to put out the effort it takes to excel at 
whatever we do? Slowly, over the generations, the standards get 
lower and lower, until no one has anything worth reaching for. 

Secondly, Paul puts the matter of excellence precisely where it 
belongs: as a struggle to be won or lost deep within ourselves. 
Truth, honor, justice, purity, loveliness, and graciousness are all 
spiritual ideals and may be experienced only inwardly. Today, we 
focus on external things, the outer show, on things that can be 
counted or handled or displayed. If I make more money, or sell 
more products, or live in a better neighborhood, or provide a 
higher standard of living for my family, in other words, if I can 
compare myself with you and come off better, than I am satisfied. 
The modern sense of competition, to beat the other guy, by what
ever means it takes, has done quite a bit to foster and encourage 
this mentality. When winning is the only thing that matters, how 
you win stops being important. 

Yet, if we ask anyone who has ever achieved true greatness or 
excellence in their life, and gone far and above the average, a sur
prising truth is seen. They would tell us that the real struggle has 
never been with the other guy, the competition. The hardest, most 
demanding, most painful struggle has been with themselves. Only 
when we realize that it is ourselves that we must better, only when 
we are willing to pay the price of fighting that inward, spiritual 
battle does the possibility of real excellence emerge. 

When Christians decide to live according to the highest of ideals, 
when Christians are willing to pay the price for such a life, then we 
will not only be showing others the best way to live, we will be 
making this world a better place to live. 

2126 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
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Is It Time for Some Revisiting? 
Have you ever heard of the 'Peter Prin

ciple" and the many implications of it? 
Essentially, it says all of us try to "rise to 
the level of our incompetence." None of us 
are satisfied being at the present level. The 
Peter Principle maintains we are never con
tent, and the result is that sooner or later we 
will r ise to a level beyond our abilities. Then, 
there we wi ll be stuck, unable to rise higher 
and completely miserable because we are 
not qualified to perform at the level we 
have raised ourselves to. 

The Peter Principle operates in almost 
every aspect of life. A man opens a res
taurant. After a coup le of years it becomes 
established and showing a good profit. Then 
the man thin ks he needs two restaurants. 
Thus, he opens another and after a few more 
years it becomes establ ished. Now, he thinks 
he needs four, then eight, then twelve ... 
He needs them not over the next 30 years, 
but within the next five. So what happens is 
that he over expands too quickly and 
destroys everything he had worked so hard 
to build up. 

Sometimes I wonder if our approach to 
mission work is not the same way. Are we 
rising to the level of incompetence? Figures 
are given to us on how fast the population 
of the world is growing. We need to send 
more missionaries; we need more money. 
We need to impress ourselves with the ur
gency. But, at the same time we need to 
see what we are doing. Are we rising to 
the level of our incompen tence? 

Is our desire to estab lish more and more 
churches, send out more and more mis
sionaries, reach more and more people 
destroying the work we have already laid? 
One of the most beautifu l passages in the 
New Testament is Acts 14:22-23: They re
turned to . . . "strengthening the souls of 
the disciples, exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God and when they had appointed elders 
for them in every city ... 

Paul knew that essential to the survival of 
the church and to the spread of the gospel 
was the strength of the churches that he 
had established! Why would Paul wi th so 
many cities that had not yet heard the 
gospel take time to revisi t and strengthen 
the churches he had just started? Should 
not his emphasis be more churches? What 
good would it do if he established weak 
churches and never saw them again? O n his 
second and thi rd journeys Paul took time to 
revisit. 

In our desire to spread the gospel to more 
and more people and more and more 
places, we need to take time to revisit. 
It has been stated that it takes about twenty 
years to start a work from nothing and es
tabl ish it in a community. That is, twenty 
years if everything goes well, with favorable 
circumstances. Often it takes longer. How 
many mission churches have a supporting 
congregation or congregations stick with 
them from start to fin ish for twenty years o r 
more? Suporting congregations grow restless. 
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They think they are not doing the Lord's 
will by putt ing so much lime and effort 
into ONE work when there are MILLIONS of 
souls to save. The number of churches that 
start a work and see that it is ESTABLISHED 
are few. 

Why take the time to revisit? Paul knew 
that the churches he established had to be
come strong if the church were to survive. 
If they died out, what could he see that he 
had done? It was not a waste of time to 
revisit even though lost souls were dying 
every moment he spent in "strengthening 
and exhorting." Revisiting is important to 
the spread of the gospel because churches 
that become strong help to spread the 
gospel. Those who have never been through 
the struggle of starting from nothing and 
bui lding cannot see mission work in the 
same light as those who have. 

What is going to happen to so many of 
the churches we have started as mission 
works over the past few years? The economy 
of today has hit all of us hard. It has espe
cially hit hard mission churches in mission 
si tuations. The number of businesses and 
individuals filing for bankruptcy the past 
few years is staggering. Churches are not 
immune. Their doors have, can, and will 
close too. 

The rises due to inflation to some church
es are a matter of survival. The church that 
I am presently working for is now paying 
more per month for heat than what our 
mortgage payments were four years ago. We 
had a series of specia l cont ributions to pay 
off all our debts. We accomplished this and 
are debt free as far as mortgages are con
cerned, but the steep rise in energy costs 
has essentially negated what we had hoped 
to accomplish with our drive. Ou r struggle 
for survival is even greater than what it was 
four years ago. It is greater in spite of tri
pling our contribution from 5150 per week 
to close to $500. Our supporting congrega
tion has been with us 13 years and has indi
cated a desi re to see us on our own. They 
have promised to start "weaning" us, mean
ing they are going to cut back our support 
whether we are ready or not. They are 
growing res tless-1 3 years is a long time. 

Ministers in mission areas are facing a 
struggle with the slumping economy. I am 
into my fifth year here. Since coming I have 
received two raises, both well below what 
inflation has been. This is not in accordance 
with the wishes of the brethren here, bu t 
they are powerless to do much about it. 
You have read many arti cles in many pub
lications which talk about the difficult times 
your miss ionary may be having due to infla
tion. Let me assure you they are not written 
by fat miss ionari es wanting to be fatter, but 
those who are having a d ifficult time making 
it through each month. 

A church must always provide for itself 
as much as it possibly can. A misconception 
that many churches have is that a mission 
congregation wants support, this is obvious 
because they are always asking. Most genu-

ine m1ss1on congregations do not want your 
support, but need it! The desire to be on 
their own, self-supporting, and even becom
ing involved in helping others, is quite real. 
It is humbling to have to ask, even beg, for 
help. 

Because of the economic situation that 
prevails, what will happen to many of our 
mission churches today? Instead of starting 
more churches, is it time to revisit? I do not 
want to negate the importance and urgency 
with which we must approach mission work, 
but simply raise the question as to whether 
" returning" and "revisiting" is a scriptual 
principle. If it is, is it being practiced? If it is 
being practiced, is the revisit initiated by the 
church that started and sponsored the work, 
or does it arise because the one-time sup
ported church can't make it and calls again, 
humbly begging for help? Whose respon
sibility is it to initiate the call? It has been 
my experience that it is difficul t, in some 
cases vi rtually impossible to get support for 
a church that has been in existence for 
several years. 

Most churches are interested in starting 
new works rather than helping old ones. 
They think, "What good would it do. 
They've been there 20 years and haven't 
grown." In many cases the "old" churches 
seeking help are not old churches. The work 
may be 20 years old-the building bought 
or built 20 years ago-but the CHURCH (the 
PEOPLE) are all new. Those that created 
problems, didn't work, responsible for the 
sorry state the church is in are gone. Now 
fresh blood, wanting to work and grow, 
can't find help because no one wants to 
support a failure. Will hundreds of church
es now living die within the next few years 
because of the economic situation of this 
country? A revisi t might save many! 

Time revisiting now may be the best way 
to evangelize the world in a few years. 
Churches revisited and made strong today 
may be the means of spreading the gospel 
tomorrow. In our desire to build more and 
more churches are we, in the process, kill
ing others? What do we accomplish if for 
every new work started one dies? In our 
desire to build more and more are we rising 
to the level of incompetence as the man 
who over expands his restaurant business? 

The story is told of a woman in the hills 
that was the mother of 15 children. One day 
one of them fell into a pot of tar. The moth
er grabbed him by the shirt and pulled him 
out. Seeing the tar dripping from him and 
beginning to harden she shakes her head and 
says, "Young'en, it would be easier to have 
another one than it would be to clean you 
up! " It is easier, more exciting, more im
pressive to begin a new work than "clean 
up" an o ld one. But, I hope that w i ll not 
be the attitude of the Church in the years 
ahead. I hope we can learn from past ex
perience in that if a work is begun, stick 
with it and see it through to the end. Return 
and revisit if necessary. 

6202 West Division, Cadi llac, Ml 49601 
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Brigham Young and Adam-God {2) 
In the first article we demonstrated how 

Brigham Young began to teach that Adam 
is the God of Mormons "and the only God 
with whom they have to do." Present-day 
Mormons do not believe this and attempt 
to deny that Young taught this doctrine. 
This article continues to present the evi
dence that Brigham Young really did teach 
the Adam-God doctrine. 

On the afternoon of October 8, 1854, 
Brigham Young preached a sermon in which 
he explained in greater detail the preexis
tence of Adam. In the sermon he indicated 
that he did not have time to read the Bible 
and had not read it for many years. He 
quotes from John 17:3: "And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and jesus Christ whom thou has 
sent." Young then quotes another Scripture: 
"for though there be that are called Gods, 
whether in heaven or in earth (as there be 
Gods many and Lords many) but to us there 
is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we in him; and one Lord jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things and we by 
him" (I Cor. 8:5). 

Young then proceeds to explain who 
God, the Father is, and the one true God 
"to us." This God is the father of Jesus 
Christ both body and spirit. He is also the 
father of our spirits. This one God is the 
God with whom we have to do and "we 
are accountable to him, so we will let the 
rest alone, and search after the one we 
have to do with" (Brigham Young Papers, 
Oct. 8, 1854, call number Ms. d 1234, 
Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City). 

"But who is the God to whom we are 
accountable? "I tell you simply, he is our 
father, the God and father of our Lord jesus 
Christ, and the father of our spirits." Who 
is the father of our spirits? "Adam is the 
father of our spirits" (op. cit.). Adam had 
already existed on a previous world, was 
resurrected again to immortality and eternal 
life. "Adam then was a resurrected being, 
and I reakon. Our spirits and the spirits of 
all the human family were begotten by 
Adam and born of Eve" (op. cit.). After 
Adam and one of his wives, Eve, came to 
this earth they begat bodies for their spiri
tual children. When our bodies receive an 
exaltation with the spirit, they are crowned 
in father Adam's kingdom. "When you see 
your father in heaven, you will see Adam; 
when you see your mother that bore your 
spirit, you will see mother Eve" (op. cit.). 
At the resurrection "Jesus Chrsit our elder 
brother will take the whole earth, with all 
the saints and go with them to the Father 
even to Adam." 

The John Pulsipher papers record what 
Young said in this discourse on October 
1854: "Good is the father of spirits of all 
the people of this world-he is the father 
of the bodies also of the first inhabitants 
of the Earth also the father of the body of 
Jesus Christ." It further records: "Our God 
who is Adam came and commenced the 
peopling of it-Though he is God and had 
lived and died and been resurrected on 

CHARLES STELDING 

some other planet--and obtained his exalta
tion and begat the Spirits of children enough 
(to) people this world ... An Adam and Eve 
is necessary for every world. The oldest 
Son, if faithful, is the Saviour of the family 
-There are Lords many and Gods many 
but the God that we have to account to, is 
the father of our Spirits-Adam" (op. cit.). 

Brigham Young could not speak more 
plainly. Joseph Lee Robinson who attended 
the October, 1854 conference recorded in his 
diary what he understood Brigham Young 
to say: 11Adam and Eve were the natural 
father and mother of every spirit that comes 
to this planet, or that receives tabernacles 
on this planet, consequently we are brothers 
and sisters, and that Adam was God, our 
Eternal Father" (Joseph Lee Robinson Jour
nal, Oct. 6, 1854, p. 62, BYU Library, Special 
Collections, Provo, Utah). 

However, Brigham Young was not the only 
Mormon who taught the Adam-God doc
trine. In Salt Lake City on june 29, 1856, 
Heber C. Kimball wrote: "I have learned by 
experience that there is but one God that 
partains to this earth-the first man. That 
first man sent his own Son, to redeem his 
brethren" (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 4, p. 
1). The first man in Mormon scripture is 
none other than Adam (Doctrine and Cove
nants 84:16; Moses 1 :34; Abraham 1 :3). 
Solomon F. Kimball recorded in his journal 
dated April 30, 1862: "The Lord told me that 
Adam was my father and that he was the 
God and father of all of the inhabitants of 
his Earth" (copies of this journal are at the 
Church archivist, Historical Department of 
the LOS Church). George Q. Cannon's son 
Abraham Cannon wrote that his father 
taught: "Jesus Christ is Jehovah and that 
Adam is his Father and our God" (Daily 
Journal of Abraham H. Cannon, June 23, 
1889, Vol. 11, p. 39, BYU Library, Special 
Collections, Provo, Utah). 

In the Mormon publication Women of 
Mormendom (1887) it continued to be 
taught by Mormons that 11 'Adam is our 
Father and God. He is the God of the earth' 
so says Brigham Young. Adam is the great 
archangel of this creation. He is Michael. 
He is the Ancient of Days. He is the father 
of our elder brother, Jesus Christ-the father 
of him who shall also come as Messiah to 
reign. He is the father of the spirits as well 
as the tabernacles of the sons and daughters 
of man. Adam!" (Edward W. Tullidge, Wom
en of Mormondom, Salt Lake City, 1877, p. 
179). 

Other Mormons besides Orson Pratt con
tinued to have difficulty accepting Brigham 
Young's revelations on Adam-God. Yet 
Young continued to defend himself. Rather 
than saying that he was misquoted or mis
understood, he said: "Some have grumbled 
because I believe our God to be so near to 
us as Father Adam. There are many who 
know that doctrine to be true" (Journal of 
Discourses, Vol. 5, p. 331). "Whether Adam 
is the personage that we should consider 
our heavenly Father, or not, is considerable 
of a mystery to a good many. I do not care 

for one moment how that is; it is no matter 
whether we are to consider Him our God or 
whether His Father or His Grandfather, for 
in either case we are of one species-of 
one family-and jesus Christ is also of our 
species" (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 4, p. 
217). He continued to argue that Adam and 
Eve were the parents of our spirits Uournal 
of Discourses, Vol. 7, p. 290). 

As opposition continued the Reorganized 
Church published arguments against Brig
ham Young's Adam-God doctrine in their 
True Latter-Day Saint Herald. Young's adopt
ed son John D. Lee refers to this edition of 
the Herald. They were "Bombarding Pres. 
B. Young for saying that Adam is all the God 
that we have to do with" (A Mormon Chron
icle: The Dairies of John D. Lee 1848-1876, 
Vol. 1, Ed. by R. G. Cleland and juanita 
Brooks. The Huntington Library, San Marino, 
Calif., 1955, p. 293). About those who reject
ed Adam as being our Father and God, 
Brigham Young said that "They are ignorant 
and stupid like the dumb ass" (Manuscript 
Sermon, 11A few words of doctrine," Brig
ham Young Collection, Church Historian's 
Office, Salt Lake City). 

Brigham Young claimed that joseph Smith 
taught the Adam-God idea: "President 
Young said Adam was Michael the archangel 
and he was the Father of jesus Christ and 
was our God and that joseph taught-this 
principle." (Journal of Wilford Woodruff, 
entry of Dec. 16, 1867 [Microfilm] BYU Li
brary, Special Collections, Provo, Utah). "Is 
there in the heaven of heavens a Leader? 
Yes, and we cannot do without one and 
that being the case, whoever he is may be 
called God. joseph said that Adam was our 
Father and God." (Brigham Young, May 14, 
1876, Journal History, Church Archives). 

Not only did Young claim that Joseph 
taught the principle of Adam-God, but he 
claimed that it was a doctrine revealed to 
him from God. "Some years ago I advanced 
a doctrine with regard to Adam being our 
father and God, that will be a curse to many 
of the Elders of Israel because of their folly. 
With regard to it they yet grovel in darkness 
and will. It is one of the most Glorious re
vealments of the economy of heaven, yet the 
world holds it in dirision" (Manucript Ser
mon, 11 A few words of doctrine," Brigham 
Young Collection, Church Historian's Office, 
Salt Lake City). In 1873 Young said: "One 
particular doctrine which I revealed to them, 
and which God revealed to me-namely that 
Adam is our father and God . • ." (Deseret 
News, June 18, 1873, p. 308). Thus Brigham 
Young's statement about Adam-God was no 
simple opinion which he suggested, but he 
said that it was a doctrine revealed from 
heaven. In fact, Young said that all of his 
sermons were God's revelations and to be 
taken as Scripture (Journal of Discourses, 
Vol. 13, pp. 95 and 264). Rather than dis
claiming his teaching on Adam-God, against 
which his opponents (Mormons and non
Mormons) objected, he repeats the doctrine 
and claims it is God's revelation. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Dance of Death" 
Headlines in a newspaper read ''111 

Killed in a Dance of Death." The nation w as 
shocked recently at the report of the trage
dy in a luxurious Kansas City hotel. 

The name Hyatt-Regency suggests the ulti
mate in hotel engineering excellence and in 
dazzling architectural beauty. Throngs of 
people in the principle cities of America 
patronize these monuments of human inge
nuity. Many come just to ca tch a gl impse of 
the ultimate in modern design and construc
tion. 

In addi tion to the awesome height and 
the elegant features o f her fine appo int
ments, there was yet another characteristi c 
that made her even mo re remarkable-the 
claim that she was absolutely safe. Teams 
of engineers with their combined years o f 
experience and aided by every conceivable 
techn ical device from computers to cranes, 
insured the safety of the steel structures. 
Al though the news did leak o ut about con
crete crumbling away from the strategic 
bolts that fastened the ends o f the wa lkways 
to the wall s, th is damage w hich occured 
during construction of the bui ldings some 
six months before the accident was quickly 
and quietly repaired and engineers assured 
that the safety w as absolute. 

But the confidence in the guaran tees of 
securi ty and safety was shattered late in the 
night of j uly 17 when suddenly two wa lk
ways collapsed, taking the lives of one hun
dred eleven souls who danced and swayed 
to the beats of sensuous music. In addition 

Evangelism-Person or Plan? 
Recently, some brethren have made us 

painfully aware that, as a whole, we are not 
as evangelisti c as w e should be. This must 
be true, fo r in many areas the l o rd's church 
hasn' t grown fo r a number of years. In many 
places, w e have shrunk considerably. Vari
ous brethren have tried to find out what is 
wrong. It seems as though w e have the 
money, the facili ti es, and even quite a num
ber of people who have the desire to work, 
and sti ll w e aren' t grow ing as we shou ld . 
Could it be possible that in our efforts to 
evangelize, we have placed too much em
phasis on the plans (methods) and very 
li ttle on the person doing the evangelizing? 
Is it possible that we're trying to tell the 
lost about the "good news" and, in reality, 
we really don' t know what i t is that makes 
the gospel good? 

Webster defines evangelism as ". . . a 
preaching of, or a zealous effort to spread 
the gospel ... " Tha:'s the key- Spreading 
the gospel or "good news!" It is the gospel 
that saves. 

Every Christian knows that we are to share 
the "good news." However, not all Chris
tians know what makes the "good news" 
good. Not all news is good, but the gospel, 
if ever there was good news, is "good 
news." But we can look around any given 
l ord 's Day, and see the long faces, bad 
att itudes, negativism, and in general what 
sems to be-unhappiness. (This is not true 
of everyone, but then again, it's not that 
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to those killed, almost two hundred others 
were seriously injured and hospitalized. 

Even reporters in the secular press con
nected the revelling and dancing wi th the 
doom of death, as i f to suggest that the 
revellers were receiving the due reward o f 
their deeds. Li ke in all tragedies, not only 
d id the d runkards and the sensuous perish, 
but many innocent ch ildren and casual by
standers suffered the same fate. The inno
cent suffered w ith the guilty, even though 
they were not partakers in their revelry. 

Could there be a spiritual lesson here .. . 
that the trust of the people w as in the 
material structure made by men's hands? 
Like the rich fool of Luke 12, they were con
vinced the\' could take their ease since they 
were safe and secure. But they learned, as 
all shall one day learn, that all things that 
are seen are frail and temporary, regard
less of how permanent they may appear 
to be. The men of an ancient ci ty were 
warned, "When they shall say peace and 
safety, the cometh sudden destruction" (I 
Thess. S :3). O n that fateful night in Kansas 
City, this was precisely the attitude. Laughter 
and merriment abounded as men and wom
en danced to their death. Then came sudden 
d estruction. 

In addi tion to having a false sense of secu
rity, these unfortunate people were grossly 
unprepared fo r th is sudden disaster. Obvi
ously no d rills were ever conducted nor in
structions given concerning po tential dan
gers of overload ing or movements tha t 
might loosen the mooring and thus en-

DAVID BOSWELL 

unusual). Why do so many of us act as 
though i t's awful to be a Christian? I'm not 
judging anybody, but isn't this true in a 
number of places? Have we really discov
ered w hat the good of the "good news" is 
all about? 

In one congregation, the elders were 
asked if they knew they were saved now. 
Each one individually was asked to answer. 
O f that particular group of elders, 90% 
said they didn' t know but they sure hope 
so. How can we preach sa lvation from sin, 
when we aren't even sure if we' re saved? 
Do we te ll the los t to repent and be bap
tized, and then hope for the bes t? Do we 
tell them there is no assurance; we'll j ust 
have to wai t unti l the judgment day to be 
sure? 

If we don't know we're saved after we 
have become a Christain, how did we know 
we were lost before we became a Christian? 
The Bible makes it so plain that we can have 
the assurance of our sa lvation. We were 
saved (past) when we accepted Christ. 

The "good news" is that one was willing 
to die in my place, and for my sins. I've 
accepted this gift from God. My sa lvation 
depends upon what Christ has done for me, 
and when l rea lize this, I'm made very 
much aware of the loving God I serve, and 
the loving God who saved me. I'm also 
made aware of the loving God who continu
ally cleanses me through his Son's blood as 

(Continued on page 12) 

danger the lives of those on this structure. 
And how foolish it is alas, to pass one's 
time "eating, drinking, and being merry" 
w ith no apparent precautions taken for the 
safety of the physica l body- much less for 
the safety of the eternal soul made in the 
image of God. O ne can almost hear the 
voice o f God wh ispering, " Thou fool ish 
ones! This night is thy soul required of 
thee." jesus said it shall be so w i th all who 
are rich in the things of this world and 
who mind the things of the world, but who 
are poor toward God. 

M ill ions of souls are dancing and drink
ing thei r way to death and to eternal doom. 
Lovers of pleasure have rarely had room fo r 
a love of God or fo r service in his vineyard. 
The Bible further says, "She that lives in 
pleasure is dead whi le she l ives." 
632 Hi llview Dr., Hurst, Texas 76053 

Is Divorce a Viable 
Institution? S HAWN J O NES 

In 1879 there were only 27 d ivorces for 
every 1000 marriages in the U.S. In 1979 
there were 500 per 1 000! The sociologist 
asks, " Is marriage a viable institution?" I 
boldly counter: " Is d ivorce a viable institu
tion?" The country singer who wai led, "Our 
marri age was a fa ilure, but our divorce ain' t 
working either!" unknowingly expressed a 
statis ti ca l rea lity. 

The National Center fo r Heal th Statistics 
reports that in 1980 there were a record 
2.41 mi ll ion weddings involving 11 of every 
1000 Americans. There were also a record 
1.182 million divorces involving 5.3 per 
1000 Americans. This is one d ivorce granted 
for every two marriages contracted! That 
statistic is an ominous social sign, but there 
is another even more revea l ing figure. NCHS 
spokesman Richard Klain said: "It's really 
divorces that are contributing to the mar
riage rate. The rate of remarriages is double 
that of first marriages . . . and d ivorced 
people have the highest marriage rate of 
any group-higher than w idowed people, 
higher than singles. So it's the same people." 

What does th is tell us about ourselves 
and o ur society? Simply this: Though some
thing is deeply wrong with our individual 
marriages, something is still deeply right 
about the institution of marriage. First
marriage-failures, ra ther than rejecting the 
institution, are (statistically speaking) the 
ones most supportive of its survival ! The 
dreams of radica l fem inists and humanist 
social planners regarding the demise of the 
tradi tional marriage are delusions. (There 
were 278,000 June weddings in 1980!) In 
spite of all Hollywood, Hefner, and hell 
itself have done, man remains hopelessly 
and hopefully matri monial. 

Our problems are not wi th the trad itional 
home or i ts divine blueprin t, bu t with trou
bled hearts and sin-sick households. The 
solution is not social change, but spi ritual 
commitment! To all the hopeful hearts who 
brave the shifting social sand along the aisle 
to the altar, who boldly begin to build a 
beauti ful home- 1 say, " Build On !" But 
beware where! The original blueprint ca lls 
for a foundation " upon the Rock." 
West University church, 3407 Bissonnet, 
Houston, Texas 7700S 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Raymond Gary of Oakdale, California shares with us some 
very interesting figures as to how congregations grow in this col
umn for this time. Read it, and find out WHO can be an effective 

communicator of the gospel of Christ. • • • Leonard Mullens, P.O. 
Box 564, Salado, Texas 76571 

Teach! Who, Me? 
RAYMOND GARY: 

I recently read some interesting statistics that were published by 
the American Institute of Church Growth regarding evangelism. 
While their research covered the church from the broad context, 
it seems applicable to the church of our lord. People are converted, 
according to their research, by: 

Walking in off the streets 
Attracted by church program 
Drawn by preacher himself 
Specific individual needs met 
Visitation program 
Sunday School 
Evangelistic preaching service 
Relatives or friends 

6-8% 
2-3% 

8-10% 
3-4% 
1-2% 
3-4% 

.0005% 
70-80% 

Well organized and administered programs, it seems, bring in 
only 20-30% of those converted, while 70-80% are brought to 
Christ by those closest to them. It has been often noted that the 
apostle Andrew immediately went to find his brother after he met 
the Master. On. 1 :40-42) It seems that a lot of men have a bit of 
Andrew in them. 

Evangelism is nothing more than simply telling God's story so that 
what he has done for you, he can do for another. Personal Evan
gelism really doesn't depend upon training or film strips or reference 
marked Bibles or motivation classes. It requires conviction that we 
are saved by the blood of jesus Christ and that all of the uncon
verted are lost to eternal damnation. It requires enough knowledge 
to be saved and enough love to tell others what we know. A myth 
that is believed by too many of us is that a minister of the gospel 
or minister of evangelism is required to teach a prospect. It just 
"ain't" so. The preacher, and personal evangelist has no more or 
less right to the privilege of teaching than any other minister in the 

body of saints. 
I become a bit concerned, at times, at our attitudes toward evan

gelism. It has been said of us by a number of people that we are 
one of the fastest growing religious groups in the world. Maybe so; 
we would be hard pressed to prove such. The attitude to which I 
am referring is our seeming lack of concern for lost souls. We speak 
of "the truth" as if it were our private inheritance, often refusing 
to associate with those who do not share it. 

The fact that 70-80% of the converts come as a result of friend
ships or relatives is a two-edged sword. On the one !1and it is some
thing of which we should be really proud. We should take pride in 
the knowledge that we care enough for those closest to us to share 
the eternal story. On the other hand it is to our shame that we are 
not working as a powerful leaven in the world. 

When the Christians were forced out of jerusalem as the jewish 
persecution began they preached the word wherever they went. 
(Acts 8:4) That should tell us something about their zeal, their belief 
in Jesus as Saviour. I don't suppose that they were all graduates of a 
preacher training school or an "evangelism school" or even a Chris
tian college. They were all graduates of the school that sat at the 
feet of the apostles and learned about jesus. Their example should 
spur us on to even greater heights of desire to teach others, using 
whatever abilities we have. 

Someone else once said it best. When one teaches another he 
should keep his message simple as the teachings of Jesus and his 
claim of equality with the Father. One should keep it humble, as 
011e beggar telling another beggar where to find bread. But one 
should never keep it to himself, anymore than Jesus kept his saving 
grace from those of us who believe and obey. 
33 N. Lee, Oakdale, Ca. 95361 

Why We Can Approach God 
R. D. ICE 

(You may have read something like this in someone's bulletin. I 
pass it on to you with a little editing on my part. It says something.) 

Many people think like this: "Today I have been a little more 
careful; today I have been doing a little better; this morning I 
have been reading the word of God in a warmer way, so I can pray 
better!" Or again; "Today I have had a little difficulty with the 
family; /. began the day feeling very gloomy and depressed; I am 
not feeling too bright now; it seems there must be something 
wrong; therefore the way is not clear for me to approach God in 
prayer." 

WHY are you able to come to God at all??? Is it your own 
"goodness" which makes it possible??? No one is "good" but God, 
as jesus said (Matt. 19:17). Your right to approach God is based on 
something very secure-the blood I God looks at the blood (bloody
death) of the crucified Christ and takes away our condemnation!!! 
Blood is the sacrifice, and the blood will never change!!! This is 

why you and I who are God's people in Christ can come to God in 
boldness~ And that boldness is yours through the blood, never 
through your own personal actions. Whatever you have achieved 
today or yesterday, move into the Most Holy Place and take your 
stand upon the only safe ground which is the blood of Christ's sacri
fice. Whether you have had a good day or a bad day, and whether 
you consciously sinned or not, your basis of approach to God is al
ways the same-the blood of Christ. God's acceptance of what 
Christ has done makes it possible for you and me to come to God 
anytime!!! Study 1 John 1 :6-10; Romans 8:1-4; Col. 1 :15-20; Ro
mans 8:26-28. 

"Let us be brave, then, and come forward to God's throne, where 
there is grace. There we will' receive mercy and find grace to help us 
just when we need it" (Heb. 4:16). 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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FIRST NAVAJO CAMP MEETING 
NEAR FT. DEFIANCE SUCCESSFUL 
Our first camp meeting near Ft. Defi

ance, planned by our Navaj o people was 
on t he Picnic site of the Wauneka family 
at the invitation of Nellie Roanhorse and 
her mother Anita Wauneka. 

Howard Leonard ma de the arrange
ments with these ladies in Navajo fash
ion. They invited us and furnished mutton 
stew, fry bread and baked oven-br ead a ll 
night Thursday in their mountain sheep 
camp. 

Due to the heavy work schedule of 
Howard Leonard and Joe Shirley-the 
other Navajo preacher-they planned a 
one-day camp meeting. 

Howard preached in Navajo, after 
Navajo singing, in an hour's meeting with 
about 25 present. Half the adults were 
Navajo non-members and half our mem
bers. 

At 7 PM Joe preached an hour and a 
quarter in Navajo. As with Howard they 
listened intently and would have stayed 
longer. As Howard planned it we did not 
advel'tize on radio or newspaper because 
it was that we were guests of these ladies. 
T hey invited their relatives a nd we invited 
our own members. This is the basic way 
the Navajo families do in a "revival" that 
they ask for. They invite their own peo
ple, and furnish the food and physical 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Roanhorse was very elated about 
it all. She said, "we tried it one day this 
time; next time maybe a week." After the 
two Navajo sermons and another of mine 
Sunday night she said she understood 
th ings better. 

At Ft. Defiance we desperately need a 
mature couple of per sonal teachers who 
have had experience in cross-cultural 
work. Mildred and !-have taught and 

READY SOON! 
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Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 

of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate l ist avai lable. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especially in cen
ters w here Americans might travel, are l isted using all 
available information. 

Convenient fo r Christ ians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated w ith each reprinting. 

Paper: $5.00 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P.O. Box 610, Aust in, TX 78767 

worked among them for seven years. We 
have more than we can reach to teach 
in the Ft. Defiance-Window Rock-St. 
Michaelas community. We have 40 new 
family p1·ospects from our sign-up of 
Correspondence courses at the recent 
Navajo Nation Fair. Omar Bixler 
Box 356, Ft. Defiance, AZ 86504 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901 ·683·1678 

901·761·1350 

Houscparents needed to help children mature 
spiri tually, physically, mentally and become 
leading citizens in our society. Requiremenls: 
Faithful Christians. Married a minimum or three 
years. Age 21-55. Good Health. High School 
G raduates. Salary plus other benefits. Call o r 
write: Edward L. Woodward, Executive Direc· 
tor, Children's Homes, 5133 Children's Home 
Circle, Paragould, Arkansas 72450 (501) 239· 
4031. 

GIVING A CHILD A FAIR SHAKE IN LIFE BY 
SHARING A CHRISTIAN HOME THROUGH 
C HRISTIAN SUBSTITUTE PARENTS, GUIDING 
YOUTH FOR ETERNITY. 

Church Financing 
to build tpday! 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Write or Call for Free Information 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 

(806) 352-5603 
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BRIGHAM YOUNG AND ADAM-GOD (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 
Finally, in the year of Young's death L. 

John Nutall, personal secretary to Young 
and a faithful Mormon, recorded in his diary 
a speech which Young gave that year. 
"Adam was an immortal being when he 
came on this earth. He had Jived on an earth 
similar to ours . . . and had begotten all the 
spirits that was to come to this earth, and 
Eve our common Mother who is the mother 
of all living bore those spirits in the celestial 
world ... consequently came to this earth 
and commenced the great work of forming 
tabernacles for those spirits to dwell in ... 
Father Adam's oldest son (Jesus the Saviour) 
who is the heir of the family is Father 
Adam's first begotten in the spirit world" 
(L. John Nutall Journal, Feb. 7, 8, 1977, pp. 
20-24, BYU library, Special Collections, 
Provo, Utah). 

The documents from Mormon publica
tions and journals teach that (1) Adam was 
a preexistent, celestial Father. (2) Adam as 
a celestial Father begat all of the spirits of 
men before he came to this earth. (3) Jesus 
was Adam's first begotten in the spirit world. 
(4) Jesus was not begotten by the Holy 
Spirit, but by Adam. (5) Adam was the Father 
of Jesus Christ. (6) Adam is our Father and 
our God. (7) Adam is the only God with 
whom we have to do. (8) Brigham Young 
was not misinterpreted or misquoted in the 
sermons recorded by Mormon publications. 
(9) Prominent Mormon leaders also taught 
the Adam-God doctrine. (10) The Adam-God 
teaching was not just an opinion of Brigham 
Young, but was a doctrine of the LOS 
Church and revealed from God. 

The Bible says that there is only one God 
and none other (Isaiah 43:10-13, 45:21). 
This God is not Adam, as Brigham Young 
taught. There are many gods, but they are 
false gods (I Cor. 8:1-8 Read the entire 
context.). If a prophet tempts you to follow 
another god besides the lord God, he is a 
false prophet (Deut. 13:1-5). The Adam-God 
teaching is today recognized by the present 
Mormon leaders as "false doctrine." But in 
doing so, they declare Brigham Young a 
false teacher. A false teacher does not have 
the spirit of God nor the authority which 
Brigham Young claimed for himself and 
which the Mormon Church claims for itself. 

The one true God with whom we have 
to do is not the Adam-God of Brigham 
Young, but the one God of the Bible who 
said, "Thou shalt have no other gods be
fore me" (Exodus 20:1-5). 

(Editor's Note: Brother Stelding has col
lected photo copies of the original manu
scripts and materials mentioned in this arti
cle. and last week's article. If interested in 
them, contact Dr. Charles R. Stelding, Box 
8-A, Fort lewis College, Durango, Colorado 
81301). 

The First Annual Greater Detroit Soul 
Winning Workshop was held June 5-6, 
1981, sponsored by the Plymouth and 
Wayne congregations. The keynote speak
ers were J. J. Turner and Ernest Stewart. 
The 290 registered attendees represented 
34 congregations. May 21-22, 1982 has 
been established for the second Workshop. 

Bruce M. Foulk, 3789 Venoy Rd., 
Wayne, Michigan 

HE WHO LOVES HIS WIFE 
LOVES HIMSELF 

"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ for
gave you." 

(Continued from page 3) 

bands, a good deal of thoughtful, well
written material is available to help us 
understand and meet the needs of our 
wives. Two works that I think especially 
good are: James Dobson's What Wives Wish 
Their Husbands Knew About Women (Tyn
dale House, 1975), and Cecil Osborne's The 
Art of Understanding Your Mate (Zondervan 
1970). 

"Above all hold unfailing your love for 
one another, since love covers a multitude 
of sins." 

"And above all these put on love, which 
binds everything together in perfect har
mony.'' 

Of course the best help comes from the 
Word of God. I would like to conclude with 
the quotation of a number of verses that I 
believe will prove especially helpful to the 
husband who is accepting the challenge to 
love his wife as he loves himself. 

"love is patient and kind; love is not 
jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or 
rude. love does not insist on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. 
love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. love 
never ends." 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAirt YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERJrrURE DEGREE 

1\.dtion Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees In their 
spedfic areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-January 4, 1982 

feoutbeastern }Biblical .Jnstitute 
:5545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia :50:540/ 404-458-76:51/f. Dale McDaniel. Director 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-262-3911 

AtttncL CoLLtje i~ Europe l ! ! 
European Christian ColLege 

cA- unt1ue aperCtna m E~Lis~ - @tq~e, 
.liberafcAns at'Ui 13ihte Courses - smaa; In.UrMti.cluiL 
Stud.tl1-t- :BocL_!j - Creairs ,.rtutS(er to u.s. sdwols -
ChriStUm- En-vei-o~mlnti - Opf"~s -Er Inttrmt'tlbna,L
'f.va..n,!JeU..sm-- - Cost/s abou.r; ~~ as u.s. 

Interested? Writes 1~~~c~~Col,,lll' 
LU.ttrtbrunnqasse 13 --a· .. 
1020 v.entta., .Austria 

Or CalL a 011 ... 43 + 2.2.2., • 2+ -12-00 
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EVANGELISM-PERSON OR PlAN? 

(Cont inued from page 8) 
do my best to serve him. God has saved 

me by his wonde rf ul grace and now, I bring 
forth good works. 

Preaching grace is not giving license. In 
Ro m. 6 :1, Pa ul sa id, " . .. shall w e conti nue 
in sin that grace m ay abound?" He made it 
very clear in the next verse, "God forbid 
. . . " He then goes on to say that we h ave 
died to sin. Grace destroys sin ! 

Some may feel that preaching grace is 
preaching soft doctr ine but, as I was made 
to realize, it cost and h urt God so m uch 
more to give Chri st, than it di d to give the 
law at Mt. Sinai. 

Personal evangelism is a sharing of the 
"good news," h ow and why it is good. We 
can' t share what we don't have. If w e don't 
know what the good is in the "good news," 
we can 't preach the "good news." It sti ll 
m igh t be news, b ut the lost must hea r the 
"good news." The one, surefire way o f 
getting o n fire for the l ord is to know a nd 
preach the grace of God. 

3434 North St., Anderson, Calif. 96007 

A F irm Founclntlon s ubscriptio n makes a 
wonderful birthday or a nniver sar y g l!t. 

OCC LECTURESHIP CLASSES, 

FORUMS NAMED 

Topics a nd speakers fo r the issues forums 
and classes held during the jan. 24-27, 1982 
lectureship have been selected, according to 
Dr. james 0 . Baird, chancellor and lecture
ship director. 

Issues forums include: " How Church es 
Can Maintain the Scriptural Role of the 
Preacher," with Hershel Oyer, Tulsa, OK; 
"Sharing the Restoration Message with our 
Denominational Friends," with Robert 
Shank, Springfield, MO and Allen Cloyd, 
Nashvill e, TN; and "Keeping the Church 
Undenominational," with Reuel Lemmons, 
Austin, TX. 

Classes for the four day series s la ted for 
January 24-27 will feature: "Expos itory 
Preaching," by Dean Bryce, Omaha, NE; 
"Medical Mission Campaigns," by Danny 
Burleson, little Rock, AR; "Reply to Hal 
lindsey," by R. Stafford North, Oklahoma 
City; "Mediations without Mysticism," by 
Howard Horton, Nashville, TN; and "What's 
New in Visual Aids," with the OCC Book
store; and " How Churches Can Use Com
puters," by David North, Edmond, OK. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 8 17/535-1801-817/ 429-1403 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Recordex 14 Duplicators 

Regular $589.00 Regular $1,795. 
Special Below Special Below 
Manuf. Cost Manuf. Cost 

$459.95 $1,224.95 
Recordex 345 

~ - ··· · · ··· ····· ·· ·· · ··············· · ············· ···· · · · ···· ········ · ······ ·· ················ ·· 
(lowest price an ywhere) 5 screw low noise, high energy 

__ 6 0 minutes, lo w no ise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 m inimum ) 
__ 60 minutes. high energy , .59 per casstete (1 00 minimum) ___ _ 
__ 90 minutes, h igh energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mai l to: Chr ist iaA Book Ho u se 
J . P. K.:lly, 324 we~t Pa r k Avenue 
Greenfteld. IN -'6\40 · 3 1 7·462· 3648 

D C heck 0 Money Order 
Cllrd • 

OV1sa OMastercard exp date 

Name 

Address 

Prior Payment Required Free Postage 1.~~1/1\}s City . State . z,p FF 
~.- ··-.-.-.-.- . - .- .- .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .. 
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COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regu larly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton a nd three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
off times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, T exas 78767 

ernpl.qyees 
0~ 

cbc.u~cbes OJ= ChRist: 
rnsoROrx:e ga<oap 

* E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) . . . . . . ... . ....... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accum ulation Period) ... . . Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found in the group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.f.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12~VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TEST AMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOL UMES BY ONE AUTHOR· • • giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple authorships. · 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

I ORDER THE WHOLE SET TODAY! I 
Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FO R $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

$102.95 ~~~ 
Add $ 1.00 for delivery ~~nd hondl ing on oil o rders under $ 10.00. Over $10.00 
odd 1010 • Texos residents odd 5% sa les tox. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ••• CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR-- -

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of th is era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for I 6 
years, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of t he principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
t inguishes t he successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
THROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN , TEXAS 78767 
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His Image Singers (back row 1 to r) 

Gene Gee, Larry Stewart, Judy 

Stewart, T ommy Stewart, D irector, 

Morris Webb. (front row 1 to r) 

Melody Jennings, Debbie Combest, 

Terry D utton and Mary Tucker. 

All worship at th e Central Church 

of Ch rist, T ulia, T exas. 

The Finest in N on-Instrun1.ental 
---- ----Religious Music-- -----....... 

Recording One--Victory in Jes11s-A Capella 
Hcs The Lily Of The V•lley. The Ntw Song. It is Well With My Soul. Sweet. Sweet Spirit . R•inbow 
of Love, le•rning to leon. Where No One St•nds Alone, Come Unto Me. He Whispers Sweet Peoce to 
Me. Ench Step I Take, WE'll Soon Be Done With Troubles nnd Trials, Wonderful City of God, Heaven 
W ill Surely Be Worth It All, Christ We Do All Adore Thee, Lord, Te•ch Me How To Proy 

Recording T wo-Go W ith God-A Capella 
Jesus, Hold My Hand. He Knows Just Wh3t I Need. I Hold His H•nd. His Gr:~ce Relches Me. The Grc•t 
Redeemer. He Touched Me, Inside The Gate, Follow Me, How Grelt Thou Art, Our God, He Is Alive, 
Peace Like A River, Hlppy Am I, In The Garden, Hide Me, Rock of A~:es 

Send me __ of Sing To Me of Heaven 
Send me __ of Victory In Jesus 
Send me __ of God With God 

0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 Cassette 
0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 C.·ISSette 
0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 Cassette 

Each recording is $7.00 each. Plus $1.25 post:tge and handling Total-----

na.me 

3d dress 

city. stlte, zip 

His Image Singers • Box 205 • Tulia, TX • 790SS 
Phone orders (S06) 995·4334 or 995-2561 (No Collect Calls Please) 

"Here II! ttf{ttiu 
at the 1'ulsa Soul 

Winning Workshop, 
/If arch, 1982 ." 

Payment required 
prior to delivery 

-::::: ..... ::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::= ::::::::::::::::::::::-::::::::::::::::::- :::::-= ::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::= ==-:::::-::::-::::-:::::-::::::::: ....... :::::::::::::::::::::::_::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::=:::::-~:~~ 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

Harding Lectures 

7.95 
1981 

----------------------------------------------------------
Firm Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0 . Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send __ copies of Ha1·ding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name _____________ _ 

Address 

City __ _ ____ s tate _ _ _ ---.6JZip _ __ _ 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Minister Wanted: Mature, family man with preaching 
and evangelistic experience to work with growing 
congregation. Send detailed resume to the Ward 
Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 601, Wallingford, 
CT 06492. 

Advertising in tbfs section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meetlDg places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. · 

INVESTIGATEl The Firm FomadatiOD 
trlea to screen adve'l'tlsiDg, mul wiU not 
kDowlagly take questloaable ndvertlsbag. 
But lt Is the 'l'eader's ftiiPOR .. biUb' to bl• 
ve•tlgate. Like DDT other pnper, we •ome
tlme• UDwfttiJlgly 'I'UD liD UDWOrtfa7 AIL 
u the old anJ'IDg soe .. hefo'l'e you lnve•t• 
lavestla-atel 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evange!lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OHA.THA.M, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YOR'K CITY AREA. 201-635-6'810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALA.SKA.. - A.NCHORA.Gill CR'URCR OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De 'Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BAY ABBA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DuhOn Road 

Plea•aatoa, CnUfonihl. 94G66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSmP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15565 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving ta the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
--------~ME~T=R~O~-=DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E, ltlo'l'pn Ave.. 
U.S. 400 Enst Opposite K-llart. Office 4'l'l-
52'TL Bobb'y Wade, ltlla. 4'l6-40G& 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or <'all 707/44R-3657.'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay fn a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more infor117ation call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
Needed Youth Dlrector/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 500 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
('512) 668-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlley Church nf 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Picayune. Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking tong-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
muu\~ ot oo;~-r 1'1.,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrcst Dr .• Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BOLL YWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

"BIBLE College Training through home study, Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 8200 San An-
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." _ 
YUMA, ARIZ., Olil W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
We're on the move I Now Averaging 185, By De
cember '81 225, by December '82 286, currently, 
minister staff of three. Need full time Personal 
worker to (A) expand present group and (B) de
velop a nearby area to start new congregations. 
Fields are rh1e. Tremendous growth opportunities. 
Full salary and moving expenses ready now, waft
Ing on the right man. Long term commitments. If 
interested, call nights (612) 424-2656, Ray Gwin 
(elder) Brooklyn Center Congregation, a suburb 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment, Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI'BLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"CHRISTIAN MSW SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED 
to work with the Madison Children's home, Madison 
Church of Christ. Salary negotiable. Call Nick 
Boone at 615/868-4696 or 868-3360 for information.'' 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary reQuirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1216, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78856. 
Phone: 612/348-3005. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
Gospel Minister needed for Church of Christ in 
Chula Vista. California. Please send resume and 
picture to Pete Campbell, 928 Piccard Ave., San 
Diego, Ca. 92154 or call (714) 690-2960 or - 421-
6800 in the evening. 
EXPERIENCED PREACHER AVAILABLE for im
mediate relocation. Graduate of Freed-Hardeman. 
Excellent references. Charles P. West, P. 0. Box 97, 
~~~a~fs. Miss. 39346. Call (912) 537-7549 or (601) 

BUSES, BUSES . • . Several joy bus colors. Fort 
Worth 817-293-9466, 
For Sale: AB Dick Offset Press. Model #326 In 
working order. Make offer. We also have used 
songbooks to give away to any congregation who is 
willing to pay postage or freight or pick up here. 
University Church of Christ, P .0. Box 427, Canyon, 
TX 79015. 806/665-3926. 
The Church of Christ in Hico, TX needs a full-time, 
experienced preacher. Three bedroom house. Salary 
negotiable. 140-150 members. Contact John L. Wilson, 
Box 155, Hico, TX 76457 or call 817/796-4107. 

~a;tjg~at~JI i~m~e~fr~1 1 fe~~~h~c~fr~n~m~~~r~~nf~i'~: 
lng and preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. 
PREPUBLICATION. SALE: Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the First Fifteen 
Years,'' Volume I is currently being prepared for a 
March 1982 distribution. Copies of this limited edi
tion can be reserved by sending $10.00 per hard 
cover, $8.00 per soft cover, to: The Kingdom Press, 
P.O. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL. 62982. 

OCC ENROLLMENT SETS RECORD FOR 
EIGHTH YEAR 

For the first time in its history, OCC is 
over the 1700 mark in enrollment with a 
total of 1707 students. This is the eighth 
consecutive year that enrollment has shown 
an increase. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AV AILABLB 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed. until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone:· 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics -- Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 626-7'716 
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ANNOUNCING 

1982 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(1) HAWAII 
February 18·26 

Waikiki plus outer island optionals 
Sponsored by Michigan Christian College 

(2) SOUTH SEAS 
March 20-27 

Visiting Tahiti, Bora Bora, and Moorea 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(3) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
April 24-May 1 

Via the luxurious SONG OF NORWAY 
St. Thomas, San Juan, Dominican Republic 
Sponored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(4) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
April 22-May 3 June 10·21 October 7-18 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) SPAIN 
May 10-18 

Visiting Madrid, Toledo, Escorial, Seville, 
Cordoba, Granada, Costa del Sol 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(6) SWITZERLAND 
May 11-19 

Visiting Sl Moritz, Lugano, Lucerne, 
Zurich, Berne, Interlaken 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(7) HOLY LAND 
May 28-June 10 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by D~. Bill Humble 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(8) SCANDINAVIA 
June 8-21 

Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill 

(9) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 14-26 

Visiting Seattle, Lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

Escorted by Charles Hodge 

(10) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 16-30 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France, England 

Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Steven Lemley 
and Mr. David Davidson 

(11) 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
June 26-July 3 

Featuring Knoxville, Nashville, 
Gatlinberg and the Smokies 
Escorted by June Stathopulo 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES----------, 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCL.E BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

FF 11·61 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2 0 

NAM~-----------------------------------------------
ADDRESS ___________________________________________ __ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP-------------------------------------
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(12) CHINA 
July 6-24 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Shanghai, Kweilin, 
Canton plus Tokyo and Hong Kong 

(13) 

Escorted by Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 7-17 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph Casey and Burton Landers 

(14) ALASKA 
July 16·26 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(15) BRITISH ISLES 
August 5-19 

Visiting England, Scotland, Ireland 
Escorted by 

Dr. Paul Faulkner and Dr. Carl Brecheen 

(16) ALASKA 
August 9·19 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Ralph Casey 

(17) NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 2-9 
Visiting Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, 

Vermont, Rhode Island 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(18) CHINA 
October 19-November 6 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Nanking, Suzchow, 
Shanghai, also Tokyo and Hong Kong 

Escorted by Dr. Virgil Trout and Richard Trout 

(19) HAWAII 

(20) 

June 25-July 5 
Visiting Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, Kauai 

Escorted by George W. Bailey 

EUROPE 
July 24-August 9 

Visiting Germany, Switzerland, 
England, Scotland, Ireland 

Including the European Lectureship 
Escorted by Jim Bill and Betty Mclnteer 

FIRM FOUNDATION- NOVEMBER 24, ~ 981 



OHIO VALLEY COLLEGE BEGINS FOUR-YEAR BIBLE PRO
GRAM-Students entering Ohio Valley College as Bible ma
jors can now finish course work for the. bachelor of art~ ~nd 
the bachelor of science degrees. The liberal arts, Chnstran 
college in Parkersburg, WV,_ will graduate its first bacc~lau_re
ale class in May of 1983. P1ctured here are. the ~chool s f1rst 
candidates of the four year degree: (l-R) : R1ck Tmcher, Seth, 
WV; jeff Rich, Marion, OH; Tim Rine, Wheeling, WV; Tom 
Gosser, Nova, OH; Jeff Garrett, Danville, WV; John Dickson, 
Guyandotte, WV; Phil Richardson, Huntington, WV; Steve 
Penkal, Dayton, OH; Joyce Clark, Norwich, OH; Gordon 
Ingold Salem, OH; David Geer, Ashtabula, OH; Dave Hoff
man Dayton, OH; leona Grear, Parkersburg, WV; Kip Adams, 
Pata~kala, OH; Matt layman, Dayton, OH; jeff Pierpont, 
Belpre, OH; Claudias Davi~, Jamaica; Roddy Chestnut, Col_o
nial Heights, Va; Steve Sm1thbauer, Rochester, PA; Scott Hill, 
Belpre, OH. 

·-
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Thank God /or Revelation 

Throughou t our history America has borne the image 
of a predominantly relig ious nation. In recent years this 
image has been shattered. In the past the name of God 
was invoked in our solemn assemblies and his divine 
revelation was quoted authori tatively not only in pulpits 
but in the market place as well. 

Then came the revolution. Softened by liberalism and 
shattered by hypocri tical lip service, Divine revelation 
was set aside in favor of humanism. The broad moral 
consensus that made us a mighty nation fell into decay, 
leaving us w ith no absolutes. Everything became 
existential. Every person became a god unto himself, ex
cept for a m inority that still respected Divine Revelation. 
We do not believe that any nation can continue for long 
whose sense of values remains permanently fragmented. 
When God's revelation is set aside in favor of a "point 
of view" we are in serious trouble. 

Today we have a major clash between revealed tru th 
and discovered t ruth. It should be carefully noted that 
moral values and social ethics always spring from re
vea led t ruth- never from discovered truth. The Achi lles 
heel of modern science lies in its repudiation of revealed 
truth and its adopt ion of discovered tru th as the Bible 
of its religion. 

The very existence of a teaching fraterni ty precludes 
the fact of, and the worth of, revealed truth. It is the pur
pose and profession of a teacher to impart, or to reveal 
truth. The student has an advantage in that he can re
ceive revea led truth rather than having to slowly dig it 
out all by himse lf. If the only truth t hat is valid is d is
covered trut h, then every generation for i tself- starting 
f rom scratch-would have to learn, without teachers, 
whatever t ru th i t might possess. 

It would be a tragedy to limit society to discovered 
tru th, and to deny it the rich heritage of revealed truth. 
Religion is based on revea led t ru th primarily. Experi
mental religion is in ferior because it lacks the more se
cure foundation of revelation. 

While science w ould assume the position of universal 
judge over all truth, i t is constantly subject ing every
thing it is, and has ever learned, to constant review and 
reexamination, thus admitting that i t is the creator and 
propagator o f countless myths and untruths. Like all 
human religions, scientism has taken its present position, 
which is derived from history and culture, and has made 
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it the norm by wh ich it proposes to judge the whole 
world. Soon the age to which it is tied is gone, and its 
norms are laughed to scorn by a wiser generation armed 
with more truth. Like human religions of all t imes it be
comes old-fashioned because it is tied to a passing age. 
It is doomed to the age that gave it birth. Science can 
never provide man with eternal verities. This is why 
when science has strained and clawed its way up the 
rugged slope of the mountain of truth i t finds the be
liever already there. Revealed t ruth sets him t here with
out the climb. 

It is amazing that none have ever found a verse of 
Revelation that states a false scientific fact, even though 
all those thousands of verses were given us by non
scien tif ic men who lived thousands of years before the 
discoveries of modern science. How did they know what 
scientists have had to struggle to learn? Geologists, 
physicists, astronomers and medical doctors have all 
struggled up the mountain of discovery only to find the 
ignorant non-scientists of Revelation already there when 
they reached the summit. 

All apostles of discovered t ruth have made their quota 
of false statements which their successors have had to 
correct. There is an inherent weakness in discovered 
truth wh ich is linked to the f railty of the discoverer. Re
vealed truth on the other hand does not have that weak
ness. It, rather, makes weak men strong. Revelation 
has a vast advantage over d iscovery. 

The hand of the potter determines w hether the vessel 
is one of honor or of dishonor. If our morals and eth ics 
are shaped by men, however talented, who are wander
ing through a wilderness, discovering truth as they go, 
we can hardly expect vessels of honor to be produced. It 
takes one who knows who he is, what he is about and 
where he is going to produce a masterpiece. Only those 
who have the advantage of revealed truth can do that. 
God's hand on theirs makes a difference in how they 
shape the clay. 

We must never forget how fortunate we are; we have 
a revelation from our God. With confidence we can fol
low it, knowing full well that no futu re discovery will 
disprove a single sentence in it. We have "a more sure 
word of prophecy." Oh, that God wou ld open hearts to 
revel in his revelation! 
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One of the outstanding characteristics 
of our world today is that millions are 
searching for contentment. Ours is a 
'happiness' oriented society and even 
though it's the most blessed and af
fluent in the world, many people are 
finding that happiness and contentment 
cannot be captured by a bulging bank
book. In fact, a man with ten million dol
lars may be no happier than one who 
has only nine million! A dismal fact is 
that we have more things to make us 
happy and satisfied, but we are finding 
that contentment is as eluding as the end 
of a rainbow. 

George Bernard Shaw once described 
humanity as "a feverish, selfish, little 
clod of ailments and grievances, com
plaining that the world will not devote 
itself to making him happy"! There is a 
Jot of truth in that statement. Humanity 
does seem to be obsessed with the pur
suit of happiness and contentment, how
ever man is failing and this failure is 
evident by the rising divorce and suicide 
rate. Man's failure is the result of his not 
investigating the right source. 

God's word has much to say about 
contentment and how one captures it. 
Listen to Solomon's advice, "He who 
gives heed to the word will prosper and 
happy is he who trusts in the Lord." We 
must turn to God, the Creator of all life, 
if we are to find that which will make 
life meaningful. We find such statements 
as these in his written revelation, " .•. be 
contented with that you have . . ." and 
" ... godliness with contentment is great 
gain ... " Contentment and happiness in 
this life c2n be found if we take God at 
his word and seek to live accordingly. 

Before you give in to despair about 
ever capturing contentment, take a look 
at one of the most remarkable state
ments ever uttered by a servant of God. 
The apostle Paul wrote the Philippian 
church and said, "I have learned to be 
content in whatever circumstances I am. 
I know how to get along with humble 
means and I also know how to live in 
prosperity; in any and every circum
stance I have learned the secret of being 
filled and going hungry, both of having 
abundance and suffering need. I can do 
all things through him who strengthens 
me." Paul had learned the "secret of 
being filled" that is he had captured con
tentment and he shared that secret for
mula with the Philippian brethren. Be
cause of the inspired word of God, Paul 
shares that secret with us today! 

In capturing contentment we must 
understand that it's a learned process. 
"I have learned to be content . . ." As 
with anything learned, contentment 
comes only at the expense of much time 
and effort. Contentment is learned when 
we "seek first God's kingdom and his 
righteousness," "place our affections on 
things above" crucify ourselves with 

Capturing 
Contentment 

PAUL 0. KEARBY 

Christ, "put on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
make no provisions for the flesh in re
gard to its lusts," and seek to walk totally 
by fait~ rather than by sight. It's when 
our ,mrn~s are p~eoccupied with doing 
God .s will, trustrng In his grace and 
providence to provide all we need that 
we capture this elusive quality of con
tentment. 

We also learn by Paul's statment to 
the Philippians that he did not waste 
precious time and energy worrying 
about what he did not have. "I know 
how to get along with humble means 
and. I als~, know how to live in pros
penty . . . The major source of our dis
c.ontentm~nt is that we spend too much 
!1me frettrng over things that we do not 
a1ave. The problem with this is that it 
prepares the groundwork for our be
coming obsessed with an insatiable lust 
for more "things" than we need! 

The best example of this problem is 
seen in the life of King Ahab of Israel. 
He was not satisfied with the vast mate
ri~l wealth at his disposal. All he could 
thrnk about was the vineyard Naboth re
fused to sell him. What did Ahab do? 1 
Kings 21:4 tells us he went into his house 
sullen and vexed, laid down on his bed, 
turned away his face and ate no food. 
He threw a temper tantrum! All he could 
think about was the vineyard he did not 
have! Don't waste precious time and 
emotional energy fretting about what 
you do not have, take what the Lord 
has given you and do the best you can. 
Learn to live within your means and you 
will learn the secret of being contented! 

Another quality about Paul's content
ment was that he did not overestimate 
material possessions. He knew what it 
was to live in prosperity but he was suc
cessful in keeping his perspective! 

It sounds odd to a material is tic society 
to say that material abundance is not all 
there is to life. Jesus asked a question 
that challenges our thinking, "Is not life 
more than food and the body more than 
clothing?" The obvious answer is yes! 

The wise man of Ecclesiastes made a 
test of wealth to see if it truly was the 
greatest good to which a man may 
aspire. In conclusion to his search he 
wrote these words, "I considered all my 
activities which my hands had done and 
the labor which I had exerted, and be
hold all was vanity and striving after the 
wind and there was no profit under the 
sun." In despair and utter disappoint
ment he realized there was something 

higher, more noble to which one must 
direct his life. Read his final statement 
on this subject, ''The conclusion, when 
all has been heard, is this; fear God and 
keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man. Because God will 
bring every act to judgment, everything 
which is hidden, whether it is good or 
evil." There is a restlessness that char
acterizes the materialistic minded per
son. It matters not whether he be rich or 
poor, if his heart is directed toward ma
terial gain instead of the knowing and 
doing of God's will, he will never be 
contented. The lover of money wants 
more but is never satisfied and soon be
comes possessed by his possessions! 
That is the folly of materialism, it al
lows for no satisfaction and peace of 
mind because it is not directed toward 
that which is "the whole duty of man." 

In capturing contentment the apostle 
Paul took inventory of what he had and 
put it to work! "I can do all things 
through him {Christ) who strengthens 
me!" He understood that in Christ he 
was blessed "with every spiritual bless
ing in the heavenly places." He had 
Christ and that was all that mattered! 
Paul spoke words of great faith and con
fidence in Christ when he wrote, "Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanks
giving let your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of God which 
passes all understanding shall guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
Paul was satisfied with what he had be
cause he knew what he had was all he 
needed! 

Instead of worrying about what you 
do not have, why not take inventory 
from the word of God and see what he 
has provided for you? In 2 Peter 1:3 we 
are told, " ... seeing that his divine 
power has granted to us everything per
taining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of him who called us by 
his own glory and excellence." God has 
provided all; he has left no stone un
turned. Paul's closing statement to the 
Philippians is another statement that 
tells of God's rich providence. "And my 
God shall supply all your needs ac
cording to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.!" As Paul saw it, God has issued 
every Christian a blank check and prom
ised to provide all our needs! 

let's take a look at what God has 
promised us through his word. He 
promises us (1) strength to do all things 
through Christ, (2) every spiritual bless
ing in heavenly places, {3) peace of 
mind, {4) everything that pertains to life 
and godliness, {5) the fulfillment of all 
our needs. What more could we ask 
for? Indeed, what more is needed? 

The reason we are not contented in
dividuals is because we are unwilling to 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's Quest for Man 
0. H.TABOR 

A familiar song asks the all important question; 11Why did 
my Saviour come to earth?" There is an answer in the song 
which is, "Because he loved me so." Why he loved mankind 
and what did he do to show such love remains to be worked 
out from viewing God's eternal purpose in mankind. In order 
to fulfill his eternal purpose Jesus, the Word (logos), 11became 
flesh and dwelt among us" as the seeking one. During the life 
of Jesus we see how patient and intent he was as he called 
and collected his band of disciples. He brought to light the 
deep feelings of the Father for his creatures. As Jesus called 
men unto himself he caused each one to feel that the in
dividual is important in God's sight and that each is respon
sible as to how he treats the call or quest of God. 

There is no doubt in anyone's mind that God is seeking 
man for a high and exalted purpose. It is said, 11The eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
himself strung in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect 
toward him" (2 Chron. 16:9). Again, 111 will seek that which 
was lost, and bring again that which was driven away and will 
bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that 
which was sick" (Ezek. 34:16). When jesus Christ came to 
earth he announced his mission to Israel and the world in 
these words. "The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which is lost" (luke 19:10). 

We usually think of man as seeking after God and he must 
do so, but we are now interested in thinking of God's quest 
for man. He seeks man because man is lost. He seeks for man 
because he needs man. He is looking for a certain kind of 
creature who has a certain attitude of heart. When we review 
the Scriptures, which pertain to God's call for men and his 
intent purpose is seeking after men, we are again informed 
of some things about man that we are likely to forget. We see 
that in spite of all man's follies, faults and sins, man is a grand 
creature. Of course, he has that in him that makes him akin 
to the beasts, but he also has that which makes him close 
akin to God, for man can choose, rise higher and stand up 
for the best things in life. 

If you are, for the moment, in a spirit of pessimism as to 
man's outcome. If you feel disposed to say something dis
paraging about man, then you may let yourself go without any 
great fear of overstating your case. In fact there is no ugly 
word you cannot say about man. You may look at the crimes 
he has committed and is now committing. You may see 
idolatry taking over the hearts of the race and the immorality 
that has reached alarming proportions. But if you still believe 
in man and want to take an optimistic view you can say that 
there is nothing too good to say about man. He has sacrificed, 
defended the right and desires to worship the God of crea
tion. One great mark of man's greatness is his constant hunger 
for God. When the swine has eaten he is satisfied with the 
husks, but no so with man, the Prodigal. 

No doubt, thousands have longings and thirsts after God, 
which they crowd down by trying to substitute something of 
no value. Perhaps if one could talk to the caged eagle, which 
is sad eyed, and ask why are you sad? He might say, "I am 
not playing the role my creator meant for me to play. I need 
the heights and can never rest until I soar up there on top 

that mountain." Man has something in him that makes him 
want to commune with God and that which makes him want 
to come back as the Prodigal did. As one has said, "The soul 
can't rest until it rests in God." If this were not so, then why 
would The eternal word, jesus Christ, come to earth to seek 
mankind? The only way man will come is because he wants 
to come to God. God will not drive him or force him back to 
himself. Therefore, God's appeal is made and the invitation 
goes out to all men, 11Come unto me." 

The central theme of the Bible is God's quest for man. At 
the beginning when Adam had sinned it was not Adam who 
asked, 11God, where are you"? It was God who asked, 
"Adam where art thou?" God is still calling those who are 

I h h II hiding and his 11 Eyes run to and fro throughout t e eart . 
God sought Noah out of all the millions to save the race. 
God needed a man who could lead his people out of Egypt 
and bondage and he called Moses for that task and saw him 
through. As we study the history of Israel we see times when 
the people would perish without leaders. so G~d cal.led t~e 
fifteen judges to deliver Israel time after t1me. H1s pat1ence IS 

beyond expression. Why? Because he had a great and grand 
purpose in his creatures. When it was decided that .Israel 
should have a good king God raised up the best man m the 
crowd to fill that place and stayed beside him through many 
stormy days. When the people needed instruction and warn
ing God called out prophets who told Israel the right way. 

When the Lord needed a man to herald the coming of the 
King he prepared the great man, John to present Jesus ~o 
Israel. The greatest calling of all was when God appeared m 
the form of a man and said that he had come to seek and to 
save the lost. His great purpose is seen as he walked among 
men, selecting his helpers and saving those who came in 
touch with him by faith. As he began his ministry we see 
him in the synagogue in Nazareth and he was one of the 

·readers on that day. He read Isaiah 61:1-2. 
11The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has an

nointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord" (lu. 4:1~-19). He 
carried out this mission beautifully and expects h1s people 
to do the same as far as he has given them power and mission 
to do. The fact that his heart was prepared for such a calling 
we follow him and see his tender compassion, his heart of 
love, his interest in souls and his interest in their conditions 
of life. His parables testify to the truth of his intent to carry 
forth the mission of calling men unto himself. 

His enemies called him "The friend of sinners" and so he 
was. He spoke to them about the lost sheep and showed how 
he diligently searched, even after one sheep and when he 
had found it he laid it on his shoulder and brought it in and 
said, ''Rejoice with me for I have found my sheep.': He 
pointed out that there is rejoicing in heaven over one smner 
that repents more than over ninety and nine just ones who 
need no repentance. The story of the lost coin and the touch
ing story of the Prodigal son tell us how earnestly God is seek
ing you and me. God is now looking for the young and the 
old who will answer his call to salvation and service. 

How does he seek men? Primarily, it is his Gospel of love 
which is calling, (2 Tim. 2:14). He calls us by and through 
daily experiences, not without word. When one listens to the 
Gospel story and submits his soul to God then one sees 

(Continued on page 5) 
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"'Going Out" in Real Style 
PERRY C. COTHAM 

The spacious auditorium of the Central congregation in Mc
Minnville was packed last Friday afternoon, September 11. I 
do not recall a local funeral with a larger attendance. The 
man who had a personal hand in burying more people in this 
area than anyone else was receiving his own last public tribute 
and eulogy. When dealing with death is your profession, you 
can take most funeral services in respectful stride. But I 
could not help but wonder what emotions were being felt by 
the closest friends and business colleagues of John W. High 
as they made arrangements and dosed the casket-something 
they had done so many times before, but this time for their 
boss and friend. 

john High as founder and owner of High's Inc. Funeral 
Home was a pillar of this community, even an institution. 
He loved people in general, he loved the church, and he 
faithfully supported David Lipscomb College as a long-time 
board member. There is no way to know how many times 
families called on him to "make a few remarks." Those who 
marveled at his remarkable impromptu abilities might con
sider that Brother John had a few standard eulogies com
mitted to memory from years of recital and then each was 
sprinkled with kind and sincere interpolations of a personal 
nature. John High was a good man who lived long and well 
(he was an octogenerian who enjoyed good health through
out his life). And then after one long day of work and an 
evening social engagement, he sat down in a favorite chair, 
opened his Bible for study, and died a peaceable death. Is 
there any better way to go? 

Have you ever seen a collection of final words of famous 
people? There are several in print and a few of them make 
great bulletin-fillers. For example, famous infidels like Robert 
Ingersoll and Thomas Paine allegedly turned to God while on 
their deathbeds. Close friends or relatives of these men have 
claimed that such stories are apocryphal. Who knows for cer
tain? But if the reality of impending death does not induce 

GOD'S QUEST FOR MAN 

(Continued from page 4) 

God eveywhere; in the sunrise, the flowers, the seedtime and 
harvest all remind one of his great lessons and of the fact 
that he lives. He calls sometimes, during illness, sorrow, and 
joys. God also impresses us by the beautiful lives of his saints 
for he told them to "let their light so shine." God seeks us 
through our individual needs. We hear of his love, his care 
and how he will guide and help, so we are persuaded to go 
to him in days of need. Finally, God calls us and seeks us 
through the needs of others. We are living through desperate 
days and there is so much to be done. This world is a needy, 
broken world. How can we sit idly by and refuse God's call 
for workers when we see the hungry, sick, helpless? Little 
hands are reaching up to you and me. Others are lost and 
will spend eternity away from God if we do not heed God's 
call. Yes, God is searching for men and women, Now. 

sobriety of thought about our past lives and our eternal 
destiny, nothing else will. 

Samuel Gompers, savoring his last few breaths, is supposed 
to have said: "Nurse, this is the end. God bless our American 
institutions. May they grow every day." President William 
Henry exited by telling his doctor: "Sir, I wish you to under
stand the true principles of government. I wish them carried 
out. I ask no more." President McKinley is said to have made 
a musical departure by singing two lines of the hymn "Nearer 
My God To Thee" and Robert E. lee allegedly died with a 
military command: "Strike the tent!" And a man of elo
quence, Daniel Webster, summoned a large audience to 
his bedside to deliver his swan song. I have thought about 
composing my own last words of eloquence but I think it 
would be an exercise in futility as (1) I may never have a fare
well audience; (2) I might survive several more years after 
uttering farewell; (3) I could be misquoted; and (4) all I 
might think of at the moment could be some forgettable and 
uninspiring line like, "Don't ever let me eat that much pizza 
after midnight again." 

Five days before his death last May, novelist William 
Saroyan called the Associated Press to leave his official last 
statement: "Everybody has got to die, but I have always be
lieved an exception would be made in my case. Now what?" 
As last words go, this statement is hard to beat for its com
bination of wit, facetiousness, simplicity, and integrity. Surely 
most of us, including us Bible-believers, have entertained 
similar thoughts, though fleeting and unvoiced. The main dif
ference for Christians is that life can end with an exclamation 
point rather than with a question mark. This is not to say there 
are no question marks. Many sermons have been preached 
to provide answers to "Now what?"-sermons which charted 
the course to heaven or hell and described the scenery, means 
of transportation, surroundings, company to expect, and 
topics of conversation to be discussed. But questions persist 
as long as we are bound by physical experience and human 
language to describe a spiritual place and spiritual existence. 
Death is not welcomed by most of us because it is an adven
ture into the uncharted sea. But our assurance grows out of 
the lord's promise "that where I am there you may be also.'' 

Meantime, Christians need make no apology for loving life 
and fighting to keep life, health, love, family, and friends. And 
when that battle is finally lost, as it will be and indeed must 
be, then the faithful faces the unknown with confidence even 
though he does not know all the details: 11 1t doth not yet 
appear who we shall be: but we know that, when he shall ap
pear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" 
(I john 3:2). 

Ethan Allen on his death-bed, it is said, had summoned a 
minister who said, ''The angels are waiting for you, General 
Allen." With this clue, Allen then rose and shouted, "They 
are, are they? Well (expletive deleted), let 'em wait!" His
torians say this story is false. lt. was probably concocted by 
William Saroyan. 

McMinnville, Tn. 
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The Faith That Works Through Love 
.JERRY .JONES 

Sometimes phrases are used to de
scribe things to make them more appeal
ing. Coke is described to us as the "real 
thing." Advertisement tries to convince 
us that "better ideas comes from Ford." 
An advertisment by a church in a rural 
area stated that "the distance was worth 
the difference." It would be a genuine 
compliment to a congregation to be 
labeled as one whose members had 
"faith which works through love" (Gal. 
5 :6). The churches of Galatia were strug
gling to be that type of church and Paul 
was attempting to deal with the prob
lems that would keep them from being 
that type of church and also to lead 
them in a positive direction. 

The churches of Galatia were probably 
not the favorites of Paul. He did not 
have the same feeling for them that he 
had for the church in Philippi. The fickle 
nature of these people was truly demon
strated in Paul's contact with the church 
at Lystra (See Acts 13). The book of 
Galatians has become known as the 
gospeJ of Jiberty. It was Paul's desire 
that these Christians would not misuse 
their liberty or freedom in Christ. The 
practical sections (Galatians 5-6) are very 
applicable to the churches today. The 
church of our Lord is under attack from 
both legalism and liberalism. Our free
dom or liberty in Christ lies between 
these two extremes. Unless we under
stand our liberty in Christ, we cannot 
be the church for which Jesus died. I 
believe an understanding of Galatians 
5-6 is crucial for us as disciples of Christ. 
In order for us to be known as the 
church that has a "faith that works 
through love," we must understand the 
threat, privilege, practice and demon
stration of liberty. 

Before Payl gave this practical section 
on liberty, he began with a Biblic~l base. 
Paul began the book by explaining his. 
a~thority (1 :1-5), expressing his anxiety 
(1 :6-7) and exposing his adversarie$ 
(1 :8-10). With these introductory re
marks completed, he set forth the 
premise that he was an apostle of liberty 
by divine approval (1 :11-23), human ap
proval (2:1-10) and by action (2:11-21). 
He based his doctrine of liberty (saved 
by faith and not law) on five major ar
guments: (1) argument from personal 
experience (3:1-5); (2) argument from 
the Old Testament (3:6-14}; (3) argu
ment from priority of promise (3:15-29); 
(4) argument from superiority of adop
tion in Christ (4:1-11); (5) arguement 
from contrast (4:12-31). 

With this background Paul began to 
discuss the threat to liberty (5:1-12). 
Liberty is being threatened by legalism 
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which is a yoke of bondage. Paul used 
three comparisons to show what the 
law is like (schoolmaster, 3:24; bond· 
woman, 4:.22; yoke of slavery, 5:1). A 
yoke was used to contfol and guide oxen 
because they would not be willing to 
serve if they were free. Some of the 
false teachers were attempting to use 
legalistic practices to again enslave the 
Christians. 

Paul points out that if one turns to the 
law and leaves grace some serious fm .. 
pi ications are brought about. When one 
turns to legalism, Christ Is of no profit 
(5:2), When one trusts In Christ, riches 
are produced (Ephesians 1 :7; 1 :18; Ro· 
mans 11 ;33; Ephesians 3:8; Colossians 
2:3). In addition to this serious implica
tion, Paul stresses that when one turns 
to the law and leaves grace, he is a 
debtor to keep the whole law (5:3), Is 
severed from Christ (5:4a) and has fallen 
from grace (5:4b). 

In 5:5-6, Paul stresses choosing either 
legalism or grace. Paul shows the weak· 
nesses of legalism by stressing grace. 
Maintaining a balance between liberal
ism (license) and legalism is a challenge 
for every Christian. 

Paul stresses that the cross and clr· 
cumcision do not mix (5:7 .. 12). Paul com· 
mended the Galatians for running well 
(5:7), but he was astounded that they 
had not kept running, The legalistic ap .. 
proach that they had did not come from 
Christ (5:8). Paul warned them that this 
legalism starts small (5 :9). When legalism 
takes over a religious movement, it quits 
growing. A measurement as to whether 
or not a church has become legalistic 
can be seen in its growth. 

In 5:13-15 Paul begins his discussion 
of the privileges of liberty. In 5:13 he 
gives both a positive and a negative com .. 
mand. Their freedom In Christ shouJd 
not be used as an opportunity or a Ji .. 
<;ense to fulfill the desires of the flesh. 
A positive command was that through 
love, we should serve one another. Lib
erty should not be looked upon as a 11 .. 
cense to sin, but as an opportunity to 
se.rve, When you add love to liberty, it 
will equal service to others. When you 
subtract love from liberty, you will pro .. 
duce license which is slavery to sin. 

In 5:14 Paul makes a summary similar 
to what he has in other places (Rom. 13: 
8-14). The powerful implications of love 
are definitely stressed. Because you love 
Christ, you love others; therefore, you 
do not steal from them, envy them, abuse 
them, or hurt them in any way. God's 
substitute for law and threats is love in 
the heart. 

True liberty or freedom in Christ urges 

us to do what is helpful and beneficial to 
others. It teaches us that we should fore
go our freedom when it infringes upon 
the rights of others. Because of the great 
privilege of liberty, we should be con
stantly looking out for new and weak 
Christians. We need to understand that 
babies make mistakes such as knocking 
things over and saying the wrong things. 
Christian liberty will help us to be under .. 
standing of their lives and to have a 
11faith which works through love." 

In 5:16-26 Paul proceeds to discuss 
the practice of liberty. Paul stresses that 
one must become free from the lust of 
the flesh (5:16-18). He very clearly points 
out the opposition between the flesh and 
the spirit. In 5:18 the stress is not placed 
so much upon the idea of our will against 
the flesh but of our surrender to the di
rection of the spirit. One has to be care
ful that he does not react so much against 
legalism that he begins to practice a lib
ertine life. 

In order to show the two different life
styles that are produced by either legal
ism or liberalism (license), Paul sets forth 
a definite contrast In 5:19-24. The works 
of the flesh are divided into three cate
gories: sensual (5:19, 21 b), superstitious 
(5:20a), and social (5:20b-21a). The end 
result of those who engage in this kind 
of lifestyle is obvious-they shall not in
h~rit the kingdom of God! Paul is dealing 
w1th those who practice these sins as a 
matter of habit. 

Thos.e who are Involved in the liberty 
found an Christ live an entirely different 
lifestyle from those who have taken ei
ther the legalistic or liberalistic ap
proaches. The fruit of the spirit is in di
rect opposition to the works of the flesh. 
The fruit of the spirit is demonstrated by 
how one relates to God, to his fellow
m~n and to hi~self. Those who practice 
thas type of lifestyle are free from con· 
demnation (5:23). Fruit is produced for 
the purpose of being consumed and not 
merely to be put on display or admired 
by others. The world is starving for love 
joy and peace. In order for us to b~ 
known as servants who have a faith that 
works through love, we must supply this 
kind of food for a craving world. Fruit 
i~ not to be borne for our own consump
tion but for the purpose of administering 
to others that Christ might be glorified 
(6:14). All these great demonstrations 
of the spirit cannot be possible unless 
we have crucified the flesh and its pas
sions (5:24). The flesh is not just to be 
put into hibernation but should be cru
cified! 

In 6:1-10 Paul concludes this great 
practical section by stressing the dem
onstration of liberty. Liberty is first dem
onstrated by the bearing of burdens (6: 
1-5). The legalist is not interested in 
bearing burdens but in adding burdens 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Sounes and Influence of Religious 
Humanism (1) 

DUANE McCAMPBELL 

In an earlier article, (Firm Founda
tion, July 31, 1979), an effort was made 
to define the various types of groups and 
thinkers which have been known as Hu
manists. It was there pointed out that a 
signi fican t number of people who have 
taken the name, Humanist, have also 
thought of themselves as Christian. Oth
ers who have accepted the name have 
thought of it as simply a name for one 
who studies the academic disciplines 
called the Humanities. 

In this article, however, attention wi ll 
be directed toward non-Christian hu
manism. Even here there are two signifi
cant sub-divsions which arise from differ
ing attitudes towards religion . One wing 
of the humanist movement wishes to dis
card all traces of religion, thus focusing 
attention on man as man within a strict
ly worldly framework. In this wing, we 
find a variety of philosophies such as 
Existentia lism, Naturalism and some 
wings of Marxism. These movements 
th ink of religion as a hindrance to the 
perfecting of man's on ly source of value: 
man. 

In addi tion to these fam iliar groups, 
however, there are other humanists, 
who, while rejecting belief in a persona l 
God, still describe themselves as reli
gious humanists. Although their under
standing of human values does not 
significantly differ from that of non-reli
gious humanists, this latter group prefers 
to regard humanism as a distinctly reli
gious movement. 

It is this latter type of humanism 
which is most highly organized. With its 
religious heritage, religious humanists 
naturally have a knack for organizations, 
programs, creeds, etc. It is these people 
who have taken the lead in the various 

national and international humanist as
sociations. 

In th is paper, I wi ll attempt to trace 
the developmen t of religious humanism 
from its religious roots through its cur
rent social programs. It should be kept 
in mind that rel igious humanism has 
philosophical and scienti fic roots as wel l. 
However, it is my bel ief that the religious 
aspects of humanism are more dangerous 
than the strictly philosophical because: 
1. they retain some of the evangelistic 
zeal of their religious ancestry, and 2. 
they are likely to mislead more disturbed 
people because of their positive sound
ing program. 

For purposes of the presP.nt study it 
should be helpful to begin with a com
ment by Supreme Court Justice Hugo 
Black who wrote: "Among religions in 
this country which do not teach what 
would generally be considered a belief 
in the existence of God are Buddhism, 
Taoism, Ethical Cu lture, Secular Human
ism and others." justice Black, in this 
comment was expressing the unanimous 
opinion of the Supreme Court in the case 
of Roy R. Torcaso, a Humanist who was 
refused his commission as a Notary Pub
lic under a Maryland law requiring all 
state officers to profess belief in God. 
The unanimous opinion of the court was 
that the Maryland law was unconsti
tutional. 

Thus, secular Humanism, a movement 
which has no use for a personal God has 
come to have the status of a religion. It 
can have this status only if it is able to 
give a totally new definition to the word 
" relig ion." 

Religious Humanism as a Religion 
Humanists generally see themselves as 

occupying the middle ground between 
what they ca ll ou tdated supernaturalism 
on the one hana and atheistic negativ
ism on the other. Roy Wood Sellars who 
prepared the original draft for the Hu
manist Manifesto distinguishes modern 
humanism from atheism as follows: "It 
differs from those past movements called 
agnosticism, free thought and atheism in 
that these were dominated by an intel
lectual battle with Orthodox beliefs and 
were, accordingly, essentially negative 
and rejective in their interest and em
phasis. Instead, naturalistic humanism is 
affirmative and constructive in interest 
and ccncern" (Living Schools of Reli
gion, E. V. Ferm, p. 417). 

Sellars goes on to say that Humanism 

seeks a reorientation of religion, rather 
than its destruction. 

In order to locate humanism more spe
cifically on the religious spectrum, the 
grouping of the Libera l Family of Reli
gion as found in The Encyclopedia of 
American Religion should be helpful. 
Liberals such as Unitarians and Univer
salists are at one extreme; atheists with 
their negative orientation are at the 
other, whi le humanists are placed some
where in the middle. It is, of course, easy 
to see how humanists differ from those 
who bel ieve in God, but how they differ 
from their ath eist brethren is more diffi
cult to explain. 

Atheists do not generally have much 
organization; in fact, most atheists would 
prefer being left alone. Madelyn Murray 
O'Hair, however has provided unusually 
effective leadersip to organized atheism 
in recent years. Some recent develop
ments within her group should help il
lustrate what happens when an atheist 
leaves the fellowship of atheists to work 
for humanist causes. 

One of Mrs. O'Hair's group, Jane Con
rad of Brighton, Colorado, was shocked 
by a letter from Mrs. O'Hair's younger 
son in New Jersey, a letter which said: " I 
don't like hypocrite liars and Jews, all of 
which you qualify for," (New York Times 
News Service, Arkansas Gazette, May 29, 
1978). 

Mrs. O'Hair was not as shocked as M rs. 
Conrad; in fact, she insisted that her son 
was not antisemit ic. Instead the impor
tant fact is that members of the group 
should think of themselves as atheists 
only, not as Jewish atheists or French or 
Irish. 

Mrs. Conrad has organized a group 
called Humanist Quest for Truth with 32 
!Tlembers. The group is tied to the Amer
ican Humanist Association. 

The difference between Mrs. O 'Hair 
and Mrs. Conrad is primarily one of em
phasis; Mrs. O'Hair is dedicated to 
opposing certain aspects of religion, 
whereas Mrs. Conrad's group stresses 
the posit ive. 

Values fostered by the A.H.A. mem
bers are theoretically, just as interested 
in promoting human values as they are 
in opposing traditional religions. 

In fact, religious Humanists, with their 
dedication to human welfare often seem 
to have more in common with Christians 
than w ith atheists who seem more con
cerned with the destruction of religion. 

This fact becomes less surprising, how
ever, when it is recalled that the Ameri
can Humanist Association has a strong 
religious heritage. Most of the leaders 
came from either: 1. the Unitarian 
Church, 2. the Universalist Church, or 3. 
the Ethical Culture societies. In the next 
article, I will outline the religious heri
tage. 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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Is There an Emergency? 
A few months ago there was a disas

terous earthquake in central Italy. A few 
of us phoned key pe,ople around the 
Brotherhood, and in a short time over 
$150,000 were raised to aid those who 
had been damaged. Recently an appeal 
went out in behalf of Brethren who are 
hungry in Poland, and again a wonder
ful response was forthcoming. This is as 
it should be, and the Church should be 
complimented for its generous re
sponse. 

The problem that I see and which 
moves me to write this article, is our 
very selective way of deciding what con
stitutes an emergency. Let me give an 
example. From time to time, I have 
accepted the responsibility of helping a 
worthy family raise the necessary finan
cial support to get to a mission field. 
Suppose I were to go to the phone and 
say to several representative leaders of 
the Church across the nation, "Brother, 
I want to communicate to you a severe 
emerg~ncy which requires our help. 
There is this nation which is filled with 
people who are lost in spiritual dark
ness. Many of them are dying today 
without the opportunity of knowing 
about the saving grace of God in Christ. 
A family has been located that is willing 
to go warn those still living before it is 
too late. Will you seek help for us in the 
congregation of which you are a mem
ber, and will you get on the phone and 
call ten other influential Brethren and 
ask them to do the same?" How far do 
you think I would get with such an 
appeal? How many would say, "Why 
Brother, that is no emergency, that is 
the way it is all of the time! I mean if 
there were a real emergency like an 
earthquake or a famine, then we would 

Peter~ Get Out of My Sightl 
Peter is at his summit. He has just 

proclaimed with divine insight that the 
man from Nazareth, jesus bar joseph, 
is the Messiah, the Anointed One of 
God (Matt. 16:16). Knowing, however, 
who jesus is, and being able to accept 
the method of his mission on earth, are 
two different things. Immediately after 
he expresses his faith in a public way, 
Peter finds himself used as an instru
ment of the Devil to thwart the plan of 
God. 

In Matthew 16:21 Jesus prophesied 
his death and resurrection. Peter only 
half listened. He seizes on the prospect 
of the death of "his" messiah and pro
claims that it will not be so. The re
sponse of jesus is categoric: "Peter, you 
are opposing the will of God." Wait a 
minute, Lord! This is Peter to whom you 
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CARL MITCHELL 

be glad to help, but I really don't see 
going somewhere to preach the gospel 
as an emergency." 

My appeal to the Church is to up
grade the world-wide preaching of the 
gospel to an emergency status. If you 
or I were in a lost condition, and we 
needed someone to help us learn the 
truth so that we could be saved, and 
escape an eternal hell, would we con
sider that an emergency? Recently, I 
calculated that if the total unevangelized 
of the world (about three billion) were 
to march by a reviewing stand at the 
rate of 1000 per minute, it would take 
five and a half years for them to pass 
by. And that is the portion of the world 
that is being evangelized by no one 
from the very broad classification of 
"Christendom." If we speak of the por
tion of the world that has yet to be 
evangelized by the Church, then we are 
speaking of almost the whole world 
population. 

I have wondered what would con
stitute a spiritual emergency, so far as 
members of the Church are concerned. 
What would the conditions have to be? 
How do we think God sees the lost 
world? Do we think he sees the present 
spiritual state of the world as an emer
gency condition? If God's heart was torn 
by the rebellion of Ephraim (Hosea 11: 
1-9), how does he feel when he sees the 
lost of India or of China? Would the 
Jesus who wept over the future destruc
tion of Jerusalem (luke 19:41-44), weep 
any less over the Satanic destruction of 
souls which goes virtually unchallenged 
throughout the world today? 

What would happen if the Church 
decided to really see the lost world as 
an emergency? I believe a number of 

DOYLE KEE 

are talking. This is your own chosen 
apostle who is completely sincere. This 
is spiritual Peter, the one who has iden
tified you by a revelation of God. This 
sincerely religious Peter is motivated by 
a deep sense of compassion: "No, Lord! 
You must not even think of such a death 
as that of which you have spoken!" 

This religious, sincere, spiritual, com
passionate Peter, however, is now iden
tified as an instrument of the Devil. 
There are a lot of such "Peters" around 
us today in the religious world. So many 
who are sincere, "spiritual," and com
passionate who are serving the purposes 
of the Devil. We are rebuked if we 
should dare suggest they are opposing 
God. Yet, the response of Jesus was 
"Peter, in view of your opposition to 

(Continued on page 12) 

things would change. If we were con
vinced that our contribution was going 
to be used primarily for the preaching 
of the gospel to the lost, we would give 
sacrificially. The Church would be out 
looking for people to send out to preach 
everywhere. Parents would bring up 
their children to share the message of 
salvation with the lost of the world. 
Preaching and Bible class teaching 
"world evangelism." Members would 
demand that local personal services 
be donated by local members, and the 
funds used to pay for those services 
would be rechanneled to evangelism. A 
great army of members who have skills 
that can be used overseas or in mission 
areas of the United States, would seek 
employment in such places in order to 
evangelize. Those who are getting ready 
for retirement would begin looking for 
their particular mission target area long 
before retirement so that those last years 
could be their most fruitful years for 
the Lord. Less emphasis would be placed 
on our own 11creature comforts," in the 
process of achieving a total mobilization 
for world outreach. In short, the Church 
of the twentieth century would become 
like the Church of the first century. Isn't 
it about time? 
Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

Andrew's Great Deed 
NICK YOUNG 

Andrew's name is recorded in the 
Bible less than a dozen times. Though 
he was one of the apostles, he always 
was in the background. He is not re
membered for any outstanding achieve
ments. Perhaps Andrew's greatest claim 
to fame is that he was the brother of 
Simon Peter. The Bible simply does not 
have much to say about him. 

In spite of this, Andrew is worthy of 
the highest respect and admiration af
fordable to mankind because he was a 
soul winner. Once he found the Christ, 
he felt compelled to tell others of his 
marvelous discovery. He knew that half 
the joy of any great discovery is the 
sharing of it with other people. Thus, 
Andrew could not wait to let others 
know what he already knew. So he went 
and found his brother, Simon, and 
brought him to Jesus. The gospel writer 
is explicit in pointing out that this was 
the "first" thing Andrew did after com
ing to faith. He was constrained by the 
love of Christ and by the grace of God 
to share the message of salvation. In 
that sharing process his joy was doubled 
again and again. 

"They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy." 
Lindberg Road Church of Christ, 2625 
Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012 
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World Bible School Plans for North America 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Readers of FIRM FOUNDATION are acquainted with the 
work being done in the world today through the use of cor
respondence courses. This method of teaching has demon
strated its worth over the past few years in leading men to the 
lamb of God who died for our sins. Thousands have obeyed 
the gospel of Christ, and hundreds of local congregations 
have had their beginning through the efforts of so many who 
have labored ceaselessly and purely out of their Jove for the 
lost. True, improvements can be made in this great work, and 
all sincere criticisms are welcomed that will help in making 
this teaching work more effective in leading men to Christ. 

It is our plan now to begin World Bible School corre
spondence work in the United States and Canada. We realize 
that the approach we have been using, which has effected so 
much good over the world, should be modified in order to 
reach Americans here and in Canada. At this time, work 
moves along on the production of a new series of lessons 
especially aimed at the population of English speaking North 
America. 

Five lessons are planned, and tentatively, the titles are 
these: God, Christ, Sin, Plan (Or Way) of Salvation, and 
Eternity. It has been our practice in the past not to use the 
names of people who write or edit these works, and that is 
the way we will proceed this time as well. Our object is to 
try to keep attention focused on the teaching of the New 
Testament. 

The culture, way of life, lifestyle of North Americans can 
be well described by the word 11hedonistic." We are 11seekers 
of pleasure" that satisfies the flesh. It is our desire to eat 
well, dress well, enjoy the things of the flesh well. North 
Americans have moved away from the time when our fore
fathers worked all day, everyday, just to provide the necessi
ties of life for survival, to a shorter and shorter work week. In 
doing so, we have been left with more and more leisure time, 
which is used so very often in the pursuit of the things of the 
flesh. We search for pleasures that will remove us from so 
much of the stress and tension of our careening society. So 
many times, we make the mistake of trying to center our lives 
around our possessions and our pleasures rather than in 
centering upon our lord Jesus Christ and his way of life. 

We have, in truth, "created" our own gods of the material 
and of the flesh. Gods are created to worship and Americans 
bow down to the gods they have created. We have manu
factured our own gods, and we have made them in our own 
image. How much real thought and attention does the average 
American give to the God of creation, to his Son Jesus our 
lord, to the Book of God, the Bible? 

The age in which we spend our days brings about a ma
nipulative system of lifestyle that is filled with conflicts, in
justices, overwhelming circumstances, stress, tension, sin and 
evil. How shall we escape from our own manufactured gods? 

How can we find freedom from our systems of living that have 
made slaves out of us? 

The only source of true spiritual life and peace is found in 
God, our Creator. The only way to salvation is in Christ our 
lord. The only message of salvation in our age today is the 
gospel of Jesus the Master. The purpose of these courses 
of correspondence will be to turn men to God, Christ, and the 
New Testament. Readers of a column like this do not need 
to be reminded that the mission of the church of Christ, in 
this and every age, is to "seek and to save the lost." To this 
end, every effort should be turned, and every energy ex
pended of which we are capable. Television, radio, news
papers, magazines-all the mass media-should be used to 
spread the good news of Christ. To all these methods, we 
want to add the study of the Bible-the way of salvation in 
Christ-through a greater and more extensive use of corre
spondence courses. 

Many churches use these courses in limited ways today. 
Our purpose is not to discourage anything done by anyone 
to spread the gospel of Christ. Our aim is to try to do more 
and more and more. 

Our approach with the truth must be made to the modern 
North American, often affluent, sophisticated, hedonistic; 
concerned in self first and above all. This we propose to do 
as best we can do in the production and use of these Bible 
Correspondence courses. 

We have nothing to sell; no denomination or sect to pro
mote; no financial interest to pursue. We will not "push" 
churchianity, but we will teach Christianity. Modern North 
Americans need the lord jesus Christ; he is our only hope, 
and he is the only way. Twentieth century man must be 
captured by the lord of glory if he is to come home to God. 

The task before us is treA'lendous! The responsibility is 
awesome! Therefore we need the prayers, the good wishes, 
the money, of all our brothers in Christ to move forward in 
this great task. 

It is our plan to work through the medium of the local 
churches in this endeavor for truth and salvation, in the reali
zation of the importance and the value of the local church. In 
the days ahead, just how local churches can aid, as they 
may desire and to the extent they themselves choose, will 
be presented to members of Christ's body over the country. 

Brothers in Christ, millions of our fellow North Americans 
are all around us, without Christ and without hope in the 
world. We desire to reach as many as we can, even as you do, 
for Jesus and for their salvation. Will you help us to do just 
this? 

Just now, pray for us as we engage in preparing the ma
terials that will be used in our efforts to teach more men the 
way of the lord. Help us by speaking a good word wherever 
you can and wherever you will. 

We need YOU! 
P.O. Box 828, Salado, \exas 76571 
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CAPTURING CONTENTMENT 
{Continued from page 3) 

place the full we ight of our faith on the 
promises of God. We worry about what 
we do not have, placing too much im
portance on material possessions, and 
never fully real ize what God has pro
vided for us through his unlimited riches 
in Christ. It's time we realize that con
tentment is a direct result of a strong, 
abiding, trusting, and obedient faith in 
God and his promises. Once we learn 
this fact, we wil l capture contentment! 
College Hill Church of Christ, 1102 6th, 
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Contim1011.< cm·ollment with 

t wo plans t o choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 
GUARANTEED ISSUE 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Health Rates guaranteed 1111til 
May of 1982 ~vith no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churcbes of Cbrist Foreign lV orkers 
am!. st11dents itJ trait1itJg for f11ll time 

w ork covered at same rate as 
residmt Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

Church Financing 
to build today! 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Write or Call for Free Information .. . 
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Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 

(806) 352-5603 

Cleon Lyles, P. 0. Box 664, Morrilton, 
Arkansas 72110 : Recently it has been my 
pleasure to preach in Ozark, Ark. where 
Bill Bradford preaches, Oak Hill church 
in El Paso, Ark. where Richard Rogers 
preaches, Chattanooga, Tenn. where El-

bert Henry preaches, Opp, Ala. where 
Raymond Elloitt preaches, Indianapolis, 
Ind. where Benny Stephens preaches and 
Ardmore, Okla. wher e James Bailey 
preaches. All good preache1·s and good 
churches doing great work for lhe Lord. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuit ion 
Approved for VA Benefits " What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Cu rriculum 
Experienced Q ualif ied Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 

READY SOON! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 

of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especially in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christians w ho travel. Invaluab le to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated w ith each reprin ting. 

Paper: $5.00 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P.O. Box 610, Aust in, TX 78767 
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THE FAITH THAT WORKS 
THROUGH LOVE 

(Continued from page 6) 
to others (Acts 15:10; Matthew 23:4). 
In Paul's example of a Christian who has 
been overtaken in sin, he can best dem
onstrate the difference between the le
gal ist and the one w ho has freedom in 
Christ. jesus dealt w ith the legalistic ap
proach to w ickedness in the situation o f 
the woman who was caught in the act of 
adultery (John 8). 

In Paul's instructions on how to restore 
the fallen bro ther, he contrasts ways of 
the legalist and the one who is led by the 
spirit. The spirit- led Christian seeks to re
store gently and not to condemn. This 
fallen brother does not need criticism, 
ostracism or rejection but restoration. 
The legalist wou ld seek to make himself 
look better than this fallen brother {luke 
18:9-14). The approach to the fallen 
brother is one of meekness and not 
pride. The true Christian approaches in 
love, considering himself {I Cor. 10:12). 
The approach to this needy Christian 
must be clothed in humility and not in 
boasting arrogance. The purpose of con
fronting this brother is to restore his spi r
itual soul. 

A second demonstration of liberty is 
found when one shares his blessings (6 : 

6-1 0). Paul slates two reasons why we 
ought to be involved in sharing our 
blessings. Th e first reason is that we w ill 
reap what we have sown. One w ho is 
only involved in pleasing his sinful na
ture w ill be destroyed. The legalist is 
one who sows to the flesh. The second 
reason we share our blessings is because 
perseverance is taught in the Christian 
li fe {6:9). 

Paul gives special exhortation that we 
should do good especially to those w ho 
a_re a part of God's church (6:10). Many 
t rmes we are more patient w i th those 
who are in the wo rl d than those who are 
in the church. 

I believe w ithin all of us is a touch of 
legalism. I believe the challenge of being 
a disciple is to be open in every area of 
?ur lives to change in conformity to the 
rmage of Christ. If we can begin to dem
onstrate in our own lives a faith that 
works through love, we can have islands 
of reconcil iation all over this world that 
can be known in the same way. The task 
to have this statement (a faith which 
works through love) true in ou r lives is 
a great, but a worthwh ile, one. 
Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 

A Fi rm Foundation subscription makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training - '"\UNIC41c s h 1 h c..O'"' 'qk • c oars ips Available 
• Accredited Faculty ~ ·u~!'::': ~~~~" ;$'.., (Including BEOGi 
• 185,000 volume Library ! ~ • Sta te Licensed !!! Cl 
• 1200 Periodicals :; f • G I Bill Approved 

U L I -c.. ~ • niversity eve Study • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & fo reign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers En tire Bible Text Pl us Related Subjects 

Joe D. jo nes, Oiroctor 
Harding University, Box 939, S.orcy, AR 72143 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST -
STATE OF C,ALIFOIINIA 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, · buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send f or Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901 -683-1678 901-761-1350 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-91 03 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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PETER, GET OUT OF MY SIGHT! 

(Continued from page 8) 

God's plan, I want you to get out of my 
sight!" What had Peter said and done 
that was so terrible? 

In so many ways Peter is the model 
disciple, in both his weaknesses and 
strengths. In this case he had succumbed 
to two temptations w hich are so cur
rent. The first one was that Peter only 
half listened to the Lord. Jesus proph
esied both his death and his resur
rection. Peter had only responded to 
the first part, the death of jesus, and 
had failed to rejoice at the promise of 
new li fe. This is so typical of the re li
gious world today: half listening, half 
reacting, half obeying. " He w ho be
lieves ... w ill be saved" (Mark 16:1 6) : 
half the story. "Repent ... for the for
giveness of your sins" (Acts 2:38): half 
the story. We have facts to believe, 
promises to accept, and commands 
to obey. We listen to the first two and 
say Amen ! We fail, however, to real ize 
that the full story of the Gospel includes 
obedience. 

Peter's second sin was that he was 
guided by the thoughts or perspectives 
of men instead of those of God. The 
French translation that we work with 
says " For your thoughts are the thoughts 
of men and not those of God." Here, 
too, is where a great many sincere, 
religious, compassionate people become 
instruments of the Devil. Thoughts, 
traditiotls and systems of men rep lace 
the Revelation of God. God's plan for 
man is judged from a human point of 
view instead of being accepted in hu
mility as divine perogative. God's plan 
of salvation, God's plan of worship, and 
God's will for our way of living are dis
torted by those, regardless of how 
sincere and re ligious they may be, who 
half listen to him or who think to im
pose their own critera on His divine 
plan. 

We find a similar situation to this 
example of Peter in Matthew 7:21-23. 
Here, too, we have sincere, rel igious 
people. We find those who do good 
works, who are charismatic, but to 
whom Jesus also says, "Get out of my 
sight!" (vs. 23). Why? They, too, had 
made a profession of faith, " Lord, Lord," 
but had failed to carry out the w ill of 
God in obed ience. We have an echo of 
th is in 2 Thessa lon ians 1 :8-9. Those who 
are not obedient to the Gospel are ex
cluded from the sight of God. 

What judgement awaits us? W ill it be 
the Lord saying, "Get out of my sight!" 
because you only half listened to my 
words and you became an instrument 
of the Adversary because of the priority 
of your own point of view? 

BA, ch. de Pontverre, 1232 Confignon/ 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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r-·-·--cuS-HiONS-FOR-·-·-·-·-·-· 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-92{)8 I 

(•l_ a_a_a_ a_a _ a_o_- - --~---··--~o-o o- -~~-~• 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional '2nd Year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cu llum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTUR~ESHIP 
Includes Thrust Denominational Doctrines Forum 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
April 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE : T·ruth and Erro-r in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebe l Music, Ira Rice, Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, W illiam Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the ehureb grow, too! 

~Z0/o to ~5°/o 
Con~pounding Beats lnDationl 

See Bow Your Moaey Grows Ia A. Tax-Sheltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT B.R. so (Keop) 
sa,ooo Javested Per Year* sss,ooo Javestecl Per Year* 

Alter IDvestmeat @SZ% @SS% Alter IDvestmeat @SZ% @SS% 
syean sso,ooo SU~78.S9 SSS,7S7·7S syean $75,000 SS07,8M.- sssa,su.S6 

so years 20,000 40,S28.46 48,234.88 so years sso,ooo 300,96~.- -S,76~.S4 
zoyears 40,000 S68,825.77 ZS:i,Szt.42 so years 300,000 S,266,SU.M S,898,48S.SS 
30years 60,000 sss,ns.s7 S9SU,49S.42 30years 450,000 4,-S,&S7.55 8,426,D8.4S 

The proJectloaa a8ed Ia tbe tablea above are 1NIHd oa CUI'I"ellt ratea aad an aublect to cbaqe. 

*EHeodve January ~, ~98Z: Ally wa1e earner may Invest up to sz,ooo per year ••• TAX• 
SHELTERED ••• In an Individual Retirement Aooount (IRA), re1ardless ol eldstln1 plans. Also, 
Investments to Keolh (B.R. ~O) Plans may be Increased to S~s,ooo per year. 

TAX·SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested Ia 
monaage church boads are currently earalag 
laterest at XZ., to xs.,. 

• No COIIIIIIIsdoa cbaqea 
• Jauaedlate aad lutare taJr beaellta 
• You laveat lor ,-oaruU aad Ia 

cbarcb poowtb, too 
• Ideal plaa to C01181der lor yoar 

adalater'a redremeat 
• Traaderrla& J'0111' emdal plaa to 

Traat ColllpaDJ' ol America, could 
lacreaae your redremeat IDcome 

Trust Compaay of America 
5408 BeD • Bo:K 8S83 

AmariUo, Te.as 79S09·SOOS 
(806) 5S8•249S 

Please Mad lalormatloa oa tbe: 

o Keogh Plaa (SeU•employed Retlremeat Plaa) 
o LR.A. (Employed pe1'80118 Retlremeat Plaa) 

Nmae-----------------------------------

Addre•--------------------------------
City _____________ State"':=------ZIP--------

PboaeNo·--------------------------------
(Day) (NI ... t) 

Trust Compaay ol America, P.O. Bo• asu, A.mariUo, 
Te:KU 79S09•SOOS, (806) 558-249S I 

Tb!a aaaoUDcemeat Ia aot aa oBer to Mil aor a aoUcltadoa ol aa 
oller to bay tbeae HGUI'Idea. Tbe oHerlal Ia made bJ' tbe 
Proapecmu. 
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LARRY COMBS FAMILY 
GOING TO BRAZ1L 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Saturday, August 29, 1981, the Belve
dere Church in Jackson, Mississippi 
reached another of its goals when the 
Larry Combs family boarded a plane for 
Campinas, Brazil. 

In the early part of 1981 the Combs 
family was interviewed and it was decided 
t hat they met t he qualifications needed. 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
Both Larry and J erry were experienced 

missionaries having met in Brazil when 
both were members of the World Radio 
follow-up team. 

A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 
from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 

"V.A. App'roved" 
While in the States in 79-80 Larry 

preached for the church in Marked Tree, 
Arkansas and attended the Harding Grad
uate School in Memphis. In the early part 
of 1981 they moved to Jackson to work 
with the Belvedere congregation. 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fu11ther 
information--eon tact: 

In Campinas they will be working with 
the Coy Walters and Mark Hegewood 
families.-W. Don Fike 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Pru:k, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• · Sunday through Wednesday Congregational • • • 
: usiNGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" : 
: ( 605 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-12,000 participating song directors.) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically , Aesthetically and Spiritually • • • : 5•• urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 : 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.... --...... ...... ..... ::.--~ ...... ...... ..... ..... ...... -..... --..... -...... ........ ......... :::: ::::..;;:. :::: -

Now Ready /or Shipment-

7.95 

Harding Lectures 

1981 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Harding Lectures, 
1981 @ $7.95 each plus 70¢ postage and handling. 
(Texas residents add 40¢ sales tax.) 

Name __ _ 

AddreBS 

City __________ State _________ __..zip __ _ 
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c L A- S s I F I E D 
URGENT! Need half of preacher support for mission 
work in Walsh, Colo. David McClellan, Box 621, Phone 
303-324-9227. Please help. God wants these people. 

Advertising In this section $1.50 per line. Designed especilllly to accommodate congregations 
advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

For Growth Minded Congregation Only: 38 Years in 
pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. Must relocate at once. location 
Immaterial. Call: 616-834-7975; 616-834-8228. 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANUD. Please call AC 512 489-
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personol Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, :Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLOBADO 80228 
LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0536. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CRA.TIIA.H, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'192.8. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NOHORA.GE OHUROH OF 
CHRIST, 2'100 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. . 

BA.Y .A.IliDA. SOBOOL OF PREA.OHING 
11800 DubliD Roacl 

PleuDDtou. Callfonata. 941168 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Dlreotor 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16666 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seatt~1 Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving ta me Greater Seattle u.rea drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
~em. ___ ~~~~~~=-~~~~~~------

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL C .. U'RCH OF CHRIST 

12th and HooTer Streets 
SundQ" worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, '114-622-2586; 

Paul HArper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 20'1-
989-2589, or 866-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write About 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVA.NSVILLE, IND., 220G E. ltlorgaD A.ve.. 
u.s. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 47''1-
52'11. Bobby Wacle, Mia. 47'6-40CJO. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3667 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ. P.O. Box 1216, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Znndagriff, 500 Wedgowood, Devine, TX 78016, 
f512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA-Valley Ohurch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone '114-679-1010. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering Individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 89466. 
. CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

"BIJ~ILE College Training through home study. Ac
credited. Southwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas." 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W, ~th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
CAMP LEJEUNE MARINE BASE and JACKSON
VILLE, N.C. Church of Christ, 111 Roosevelt Rd., 
P.O. Box 576, Jax., N.C. 28540. Phonea--(919) 
347-1122 or 847-1805. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78356. 
Phone: 512/348-3006. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moTlng llll)'where in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you In touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CALL COLLECT f Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1-918-43'1-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
28rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
Minister Wanted: Mature, family man with preaching 
and evangelistic experience to work with growing 
congregation. Send detailed resume to the Ward 
Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 601, Wallingford, 
CT 06492. 

JOY BUS "T" SHIRTS, CAPS, BUMPER STICKERS. Screen 
printe~ for the Brotherhood by Otts Sign Shop, 429 W. 
Yosem1te Av., Manteca, Ca. 95336. Call or write for 
orice quotes (209) 239-1779. 

ATTENTION 
A servant for the lord is looking for full-time preach
ing, w/eldership preferred. I am 34 years old, married 
14 year~ and have 2 children. I am a graduate of the 
Sunset School of Peaching, Lubbock, Tx. 1978. I have 
been raised in the church and active as: Youth Director, 
Bus Captain, Teacher, and Preacher. If you desire future 
information and references contact: Joe Duarte, 815 S. 
Taylor Rd., Box 28, Othello, Wa. 99344, (509) 488-2962. 
FOR SALE: Church pews, 35 total, 19' long, blonde In 
color. All or part, $100.00 each, available March 1, 1982. 
Call (816) 353-3873 or write Raytown Church of Christ, 
6000 Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo. 64133. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices; Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm FoundatloD 
trlea to screen adverttaiDA'o and will not 
knowingly take qaestloaable advertlsiDg. 
Dut It Ia the reader's respoaslblllt)r to Ill• 
vestlgate. Like nny other paper, we some
times unwlttlagly ruD nD uaworthy acl. 
u the olcl sayln~r goes. before you lavellt. 
lnv~Rff~te_r __ ~~=------=~----~-------

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
When you send In a list of new subscrlp

llons to the FII'ID Foundatloa, please be 
4ure each has the proper Zip Oode number 
after the city and state. 

~-~:a:::~:;;i:.::;;.;~;;.;;;;:;---~~ 
~ Economical, Energy EHicient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ OtJer 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meel Your Needs I 
l (615) 383-2313 
, ,....,.....,....,.. ....... ...,.......,.. ...................... ...,...,.. ........ a..r'e...,.....,.......,.......,.....,.....,.....,.....,.. .................. ...,...~ .............. ..,. ....... 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
• ENGLISH 

KING JAMES VERSION 

• Easy access to All Books-saving t ime in selecting 
your favorite scriptures 

• Includes selected favorite Psalms 
• Top quality, low noise thick tape 
• Narrated by PAUL MIMS, whose clear voice presents 

each word in a very understandable manner 
• Quality albums keep tapes firmly in place 

Old Testament Deluxe 
72 Tapes, 6 Albums No. 1001 
add 7.50 postage & handling 

New Testament Deluxe 
24 Tapes, 2 Albums No. 1002 
add 5.00 postage & handling 

Old-Testament Regula r 
48 Tapes, 3 Albums No. 1003 
add 6.00 postage & handling 

New Testament Regular 
16 Tapes, 1 Album No. 1004 
add 4.00 postage & handling 

$189.50 

$ 69.50 

$159.95 

$ 49.95 

Individual Tapes Available in Engl ish (KJV) at $3.95 each 
add 1.00 postage & handling tor orders under 10.00, 
add 10% for orders over 10.00 

• SPANISH 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
• Spanish, Reina-Valera, 1602, by Samuel Montoya, 

No. 1005 
add 4.00 postage & hand ling 

ORDER FROM 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

Oty. Product Number 

$49.95 

Price 

SHIP TO: Total $ ___ _ 

Name _____________________ _ 

Address _____ ___ ___________ _ 

City _____ ____ s tate _____ ;Zip _ ___ _ 
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18TH LECTURESHIP OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN SPAIN. 
The 18th Congress of the Churches of Christ in Spain has 
taken place this year in the large rooms of the Hotel Los 
Lebreros, in Seville. About 80 persons from the 30 congrega
tions in Spain attended the Lecturship, as well as invited 
brethren from Portugal, Switzerland, Great Britain and the 
United States. Pictured here is a part of the group. 

8, 1981 
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Under an Imperative 

The church exists because of commission rather than 
permission. We are not simply a worshiping society, al
ways expressing thanks for having been given so much. 
We are God's instrument for carrying out God's wi ll in 
the world. O ur wi llingness to accept the commiss ion is 
as essential to our salvation as baptism for the remission 
of our sins is essential. It is foll y to emphasize the one 
and neglect the other. 

We do not have an op tion ; we have a commandment. 
The authorative command o f our God is peremptory. It 
sets as ide, and comes before, every other obl igation 
either private or publi c. It is not to be avoided or 
shirked. It is urgent and it is compulsory. Compliance is 
a necessity. We must preach the gospel or die. 

The church does not exist for fe llowship, orphans 
homes, family centers, youth camps, commodious bu ild
ings, retirement communities, housing projects, busses, 
co lleges, or any other special project. It exists for the 
preaching of the gospe l. 

We must educate our peop le to the fact that the world 
is lost. IT IS OUR FIRM BELIEF THAT MOST OF THE 
CHURCH DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT. If the world is not 
lost w ithout the gospel, then Christ lived and died in 
vain. God, who wou ld not pardon sin except on the 
condition of the atoning sacrifice of his own Son, would 
surely not hold a church guiltless, w hich having received 
grace, would not fulfill its imperative to admin ister grace 
to others by preaching the gospel. 

We are in grave danger o f being lost in hell ourselves 
because we are not responding to the Lord's command 
to preach the gospel to every creature. What little gospel 
we are preaching we are preaching to ourse lves. Most 
of what we are preaching, even to ourselves, is not gos
pel at all. It would fit in a Rotary club or Methodist 
church equally as well as it fits in our own pulpits. 
Morality and family life make good sermon subjects, 
but are not gospel. 

When will elders and preachers wake up to the fact 
that the church must be educated to the mission given 
it by its Savior to save the lost? And w hen wi ll we turn 
from serving ourse lves to serving a lost world? We do 
not believe that God w ill let a se lf-centered church live. 

We face the awful prospect of being condemned be
cause we have in our hands the pardon and won't share 
it. We want to stand beside Jeremiah and Pau l, and 
others who heard the commission and "were not d is-
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obed ient to the heavenly vision." Others rema in silent 
at their own risk, but we cannot remain silent. The lost 
world must know that Messiah has come. 

God, give the church a vision; Let thy peop le see the 
lost-cities by the thousands, ethnic groups by the 
thousands, on all the continents and the islands of the 
seas-all lost! Somewhere along the line the church 
must face reality; it either preaches the gospel to the 
lost or becomes lost itself. A people poorl y dedicated 
to anyth ing except selfish interests must become dedi
cated to Christ-dedicated enough to make real per
sonal sacrifices of time money and talent to get the gos
pel to the lost. Personall y, we are sickened at the lack 
of concern and interest upon the part of church leader
ship, much less church fellowship. Local church concerns 
have supplanted world concerns. Personal wants con
sume us while a lost world languishes. It is a real tragedy 
to see churches begin to t ighten thei r belts by cutting 
their missionary activit ies and support. There is no more 
sure sign of terminal cancer in the Lord's body than 
this. We are under an imperative; not an option. 

We have become a bunch of religious dermatologists, 
dealing with skin pimples rather than the deep, funda
mental, deadly problems of the heart. Martin Luther 
said, "That in which your heart delights and upon which 
your soul depends becomes your God." And so i t is. We 
are turning from the world to serve ourse lves. W e are 
feeding our own appetites. We are forgetting the lost, 
-and to that extent the Christ w ho died for them. Our 
wants are becoming our idol s. A mission-minded leader
ship, conscious of what the mission is, is woefully lack
ing in the great majority of our congregations. There is 
only a pitifully small handfu l! of congregations whose 
elders have any vision at all beyond their own local con
gregations, and many of them do not even believe that 
they have an obligation beyond thei r own congrega
tional borrders. We do not believe God w ill allow a 
church to long survive that does not take serious ly the 
imperative of the great commission. 

Personally we are tired of attend ing business meet
ings, counting stripes on a parking lot, w hile the world 
is rotting at our door. Mankind desperately needs us. But 
even more t han that, if we are to purge our own souls 
of the guil t of lost sou ls we must hasten to be about the 
Father's business. 
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-Minister Moving Methods 
S T EVEN C L ARK GOA D 

There arc various ways brethren can cause preachers to 
want to move withou t having to face the embarrassment of 
firing them. The average length of slay for preachers among 
churches of Christ is somewhere in the vicin ity of two years 
according to recent statistics. Why? W hy is it that men with 
fami lies who hate to move as much as anybody find them
selves packing dishes every two years o r so? 

Some preachers ought to move-right ou t of the pulpit 
for good. But others, most of them I th ink, want long and 
fruitfu l ministries wherever the Lord "p lants" them. Listed are 
some successfully proven ways of motivating the " parson" to 
leave the premises. 

First, and w ith gratitude to John Eby, a congregation can 
constan tly compare the present preacher w ith past preachers. 
And it really doesn't make a great deal of d ifference w hether 
you leave the impression with the present one that he is bet
ter or worse than the last-i t's the comparison alone that 
works its to ll . This method gives the preacher the idea that he 
is a contestant in a popularity co ntest and thus causes him to 
compare churches in a simi lar fashion. He often, as w ith 
ch urches, finds pastu res greener elsewhere. 

Second, ignore the anniversary of the preacher's move to 
the present wrok. This wi ll affirm in the min ister's eyes that 
his move was not of much significance to those of the flock. 
it often impresses a good man that perhaps the church fee ls it 
could j ust as we-ll get along w ithout him as with him. This 
subtle form of the social slight is very effective in helping to 
maintain a " hireling" complex. 

Th ird, refuse to get excited o r seriously consider any pro
posals offered by the preacher. Hiring a man for his past 
experience and his w isdom and then ignoring his insights 
and suggestions has proven highly successfu l in developin g 
the wandering urge in a preacher. Methods he might suggest 
can be stalled wi th the idea that he has only been employed 
in his present locati on for a sho rt time and it would be un
wise to launch into a program for fea r the originator of it 
might re locate. This method is extremely valuable because 
church leaders can say, if th e preacher does get discouraged 
and moves, "See w hat wou ld have happened if we had done 
what was suggested by broth er so and so?" 

Fourth, keep your preacher on a strict time schedule and 
always ask for him to turn in a time sheet detai ling his every 
activity and visit. Th is w i ll become a constant reminder that 
the leadership of the church does not trust the man they have 
selected. This method is also effective in keeping before the 
preacher that he can easi ly be replaced by one who enjoys 
being an ecclesiastical clock puncher. 

Fifth , cond uct the church affai rs in a businessl ike fash ion. 
Use graphs and tables and offering increases and growth 
comparisons and Sunday School attendance and conversion 
charts to make the point that numbers is the bottom line in 
developing discip les. Use these tables and charts to compare 
them w ith the most successful super-churches known. This 

will give the preacher a constant attitude of failure and re
affi rm his latent suspicions that if his congregation doesn't 
come up to Madison's, Broadway's and Sixth and Gizzard's 
that he is a total and com plete failure as a minister of God. 
Always keep the graphics posted in a highly visible location 
(the foyer is best). 

Sixth, insist that your preacher have a degree in counsel ing, 
preaches like George Bai ley, Joe Barnett, Batsell Baxter and 
Jimmy A ll en, can operate an offset printing press without 
getting printers ink under his fingernails, types, dresses im
peccably, is socially acceptable, keeps up with curren t na
tional and international crises, rarely irritates any of the 
members, always possesses the gift of w isdom in elders' 
meetings and does windows. Expect him to be a jack of all 
trades and master of some. It is good to keep tabs on his 
grammar whi le he preaches without equ ivocation, quoting 
numerous verses wi thout referring to his notes. 

Seventh , keep a runni ng tota l of the preacher's mistakes. 
Never let him forget that time he put h is foot in his mou th 
whi le standing in the pulpit. This gives the preacher the idea 
that the more often he moves the less m istakes the mem
bers w ill be ab le to assess. Mote-hunting is one of the surest 
methods of getting the preacher on the run. 

Eighth, refer to those sermons delivered with emphatic 
zeal and requests for fruits of repentance in the l ives of the 
members as lessons intended to cram the word of God down 
unwill ing throats. Remind him often that responses, baptisms, 
altered l ives, motivated souls are not necessarily his exclusive 
responsibil ity. Rem ind him that jesus on ly preached the tru th 
in love. This suggestion always makes a preacher fee l that the 
ones offering the cri ticism are saying that his sermons come 
across as "preaching the truth in hate." Tell him to "back off" 
w hen his sermons hit too close to home and make sinfu l 
members nervous. 

Ninth, never invite the preacher in to your homes and even 
refuse to speak to him often in the church building. This w i ll 
make him think he has bad breath and body odor. 

Refuse to give him a cost of living raise. Never give a merit 
ra ise. This method hits a preacher in the pocket book where 
it hurts most. When all else fai ls to move the preacher out, 
starve him .out. Most men of the book know that if they 
ever get a sizeable raise it must be obtained at the expense of 
a move. Let your preacher know that if he wants to preach 
where he is, he mus t learn to sacri fice. 

There is one positive factor in the musical pulpits across 
the land. The two-year-moving-cycle can become an asset to 
those preachers whose elders do not provide adequate re
t irement benefits (lack of benefits would have made too 
many poin ts for on e articl e). The preacher can buy common 
stock in moving compan ies and expect the stock to increase 
every Summer. I buy all of my Mayflower stock righ t before 
school lets out in the Summer. 
2715 N. Averill Aven ue, Fl int, M ichigan 48506-3099 
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Will the Real New Testament Church Please Stand Up? 
The title for this article comes from a 

TV program from a number of years ago. 
At the beginning of the program, four 
people stepped forward claiming they 
were the person under discussion. The 
panel would ask them a number of ques
tions and come to their own conclusion. 
One of the highlights of the program 
was when the Master of Ceremonies 
would instruct the real person to please 
stand up. Sometimes the panel of ex
perts would do quite well in selecting 
the proper· one; then at other times they 
would be totally fooled. In our world 
that has been saturated with every pos
sible religion that can conceive of I 
believe the question in the title of this 
article is a relevant one. After one 
studies the New Testament church as 
revealed in the word of God, finding one 
like it becomes an interesting quest. 

A nu'llber of years ago when one of 
our missionaries in Ireland was involved 
in evangelistic activities, he came in con
tact with some jehovah's Witnesses. 
After much Bible discussion it was de
cided that there should be a public de
bate concerning the New Testament 
church. The missionary, feeling quite 
comfortable with his knowledge of the 
word, agreed to the debate. The Je
hovah's Witness was in the affirmative 
on the first night of the debate with a 
proposition that dealt with what the 
New Testament church is. The mission
ary's prparation for this debate con
sisted of an in-depth study of the word 
concerning the New Testament church. 
Scriptures from both the Old and New 
Testaments were tabulated and were 
ready for the debate. Since the negative 
has to follow the affirmative, the mis
sionary sat in patient but eager silence 
as the Jehovah's Witness gave the first 
affirmative. The first affirmative con
sisted of reading selected passages from 
the New Testament which showed the 
evangelistic fervor of the New Testament 
church. The emphasis on preaching and 
on carrying the gospel to everyone and 
to every nation by all Christians was 
stressed. The rapid spread of the good 
news was a focal point. 

After the Jehovah's Witness had estab
lished very clearly the attitude of the 
New Testament church toward evan
gelism, he proceeded to talk about evan
gelistic activities of the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. He quoted the number of 
nations that had heard of the good news 
through their ministers. He stressed that 
every door in the United States and in 
many countries of the world had been 
knocked more than one time by a repre
sentative of their organization. He dis
cussed the enormous volumes of ma
terial that had been printed and 
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distributed. He pointed out that even 
in countries where religion was not 
legal, his people had gone there with 
their teachings. The persecutions that 
they had received over the years were 
paralleled to the persecutions of the 
first century. The Jehovah's Witness 
stressed that even though it was a group 
spoken against by many, it was well 
known for its ~eligious fervor and every 
member's committing himself to evan
gelism. After giving all these facts and 
figures, he sat down to listen to the 
first negative .. The missionary was not 
prepared for this approach and was left 
at a loss for an effective rebuttal. 

There is no way that we have matched 
in evangelistic fervor the work that the 
Jehovah's Witnesses have done. I have 
knocked on doors in communities all 
over our nation and halfway around the 
world, and I have yet to knock on a 
door where the Jehovah's Witnesses 
have not been. My own door has been 
knocked on a number of occasions by 
these people attempting to spread their 
doctrine. In my conversations with them 
I found them to be well-informed on 
what they believed and ready to an
swer objections. The zeal of the 
youngest Jehovah's Witness to the one 
up in years is something that has to be 
admired by all. While we differ with 
their doctrine as it relates to the New 
Testament church, we cannot overlook 
their zeal for what they believe to be 
true. I believe the experience of this 
missionary demonstrates to us that the 
New Testament church has to be in ac
cordance with the word of God both in 
form and in nature. The prophets were 
strong in their denunciation of an ex
ternal form that has no heart. If some of 
the ancient prophets were alive today, I 
wonder if they would bring a strong 
denunciation to us because of our em
phasis on correct form but our total 
silence concerning the real nature and 
essence of the church. 

There are three very convicting pas
sages in John that have to be considered 
if we are going to be disciples of jesus. 
Jesus stressed that his disciples abide 
in his word (John 8). The concept of 
abiding in his word means living or 
dwerling in his word. The disciples of 
Jesus must be known as those who have 
an intimate and close association with 
the word. John 13:34, 35 says that the 
world can know that we are disciples by 
the love that we have for each other. The 
new commandment that jesus has given 
us is that we are to love one another as 
he has loved us. The commandment to 

love is not new, but the depth to which 
we love is new. John 15:8 says that we 
can be known as disciples of Jesus if 
we bear much fruit. When we see what 
fruit is produced in our ministry, we 
see a demonstration of our discipleship. 

When one studies the book of Acts 
and other materials related to the New 
Testament church, it becomes evident 
that the early church took seriously the 
teachings of being Jesus' disciples or fol
lowers. Even a casual reading of the 
book of Acts will show the strong em
phasis on the word of God. The word of 
God convicted men of their sins and 
shortcomings. Paul commended his fel
low Christians to abide in the word in 
order that they might receive their future 
inheritance (Acts 20:28-32). As Paul and 
other inspired writers wrote various 
books in the New Testament, the promi
nent place given to the word is evident. 
· The emphasis upon love is seen in 
the great churches of the book of Acts. 
It was love that allowed them to suffer 
together. They functioned as a great 
body. When part of that body hurt, the 
whole body was affected. No part of the 
body, even though it might appear to 
be insignificant, was allowed to suffer 
without the rest of the body expressing 
its deep concern. As they came to
gether, their assemblies were character
istic of a family reunion. Time was not 
important. Spending time together and 
sharing in experiences was important. 
They spent the time in exhorting one 
another to faithfulness and in recapping 
the way that God had worked in their 
lives. They expressed an interest in the 
growth of the family in other places. 
You will find in the prayers of Paul a 
great concern for others. His concern in 
his prayers was more for others than it 
was for himself. From a human stand
point it would seem that he would have 
been praying more for himself because 
of his circumstances, but he was con
cerned about the rest of the body or 
family. 

The fruitfulness of the early churches 
is quite evident as one reads through 
the book of Acts. The growth which they 
experienced in such a short period of 
time is nearly phenomenal. Practicing 
the concept of the priesthood of all be
lievers and the ministry as a part of all 
who claim to be member of the body, 
it is no wonder that the growth became 
so thorough and rapid. The church 
spread to remote areas and towns with
out the modern means that we have at 
our disposal. As one travelled in his oc
cupation, he felt an obligation to carry 
the gospel with him. It is amazing that 
Paul knows so many people in Rome 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Shepherds .. Tend Your Flock 
Fellow elders, our moral and spiritual 

obligations are awesome! When the 
lord placed upon us the responsibility of 
overseeing, feeding, and tending his 
flock, we could not have received a more 
serious charge. Reflect for a moment on 
what is involved in caring for God's 
people-1 mean really caring-the kind 
that puts the good of every sheep above 
self; the kind that understands the need 
of all the Jambs because enough time 
has been spent with them to know their 
needs; the kind that knows which lambs 
are ready for meat and which ones still 
need milk; and the kind that has spent 
sufficient time in the Word of God to 
effectively impart it to others. 

The proper shepherding of God's 
flock has always been of great concern 
to the lord. We find in Ezekiel 34 a 
tremendous and fearful insight into 
God's evaluation of the shepherds of 
Israel who had failed in caring for the 
flock. We also find a remedy offered by 
God, and the promised results to be ex
pected from applying that remedy. How 
were these shepherds of Israel failing to 
care for the flock? let's notice God's 
charges against them. 

"You have not strengthened the 
weak." It may require a keen sense of 
discernment on our part to recognize 
and understand the weakness of a 
brother. If we don't spend some time 
with him we may never be able to give 
him what he really needs. Can you 
imagine a shepherd not knowing the 
needs of the weak among his flock, or 
worse yet, not caring? How else did the 
shepherds of Israel fail the flock? 

"You have not healed the sick." Can 
you imagine a shepherd not doing all 
within his power to bring healing to the 
sick lambs? We should always be ready 
to attend to the sick through prayer, 
treatment, and personal ministry. 

"You have not bound up the in
jured." Sometimes the sheep are at
tacked and injured by wolves. It was 
because of this possibility that Paul told 
the elders of Ephesus to take heed to 
the flock and feed it. Then he said in 
Acts 20:29-31, "I know that after I leave, 
savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock .... so be 
on your guard!" It seems inevitable that 
the wolves will come, and will inflict 
damage, but if the flock is well fed, 
healthy, and well protected, the injuries 
will be minimized. But when injury does 
come the wounds must not go unat
tended. 

JAMES CASEY 

"You have not searched for the lost." 
What an indictment against those who 
are supposed to care! Fellow elder do 
you feel just a slight remorse of con
science for your neglect of those who 
need you so much? Are we really trying 
to imitate our chief Shepherd who said 
he came to seek dnd save the lost? 

"They are scattered because there was 
no shepherd." Do we understand the 
seriousness of letting_ the sheep be scat
tered? Why be so concerned as long as 
we know they are finding something to 
eat? Why not let them be loners? The 
latter part of Ezekiel 34:5 tells us why. 
" ... and when they were scattered they 
became food for all the wild animals." 
You see, elders, there is safety in num
bers when the flock is being properly 
fed and guarded. They are vulnerable to 
the wild beasts when separated from 
others of the flock. The wolves had much 
rather attack one stray than to take on 
a large group that is closely banded to
gether with a shepherd nearby. What is 
the verdict, fellow elders? Is there a way 
out of this predicament? Surely there is 
if we are willing to be humbled. 

First, we must change our minds
repent, if you please-and determine 
to take this business of shepherding 
seriously. Second, if we have lost our 
credibility with the flock we must re
establish it. This will be made much 
easier when the flock has reason to be
lieve that our repentance is genuine. 
By our fruits they will know. Yes, God 
has a remedy as further noted in Ezekiel 
34:13, 14. "I will pasture them on the 
mountains of Israel (not in the filth 
heaps of the world), in the ravines and 
in all the settlements in the land." He 
then describes the kind of food they are 
to get. "I will tend them in a good pas
ture ... there they will lie down in 
good grazing land, and there they will 
feed in a rich pasture." Herein lies the 
secret of successful shepherding. Let's 
not be so eager to blame the flock for 
their lack of appetite when often we are 
the ones responsible for their losing it. 
Do we consistently prepare fresh food 
for them, or is it usually warmed up left
overs? 

look back at your own children when 
they were too young to know and ap
preciate the kind of food that was best 
for them. What did you do? Did you 
accept their immature rebellion at 
eating the food you provided? Surely 
you didn't stop there! You may have 
tried for a little while to force the food 

down them, that is, until it came back 
up a few times. Then I dare say you 
became a little more ingenuous. You 
made their food a little more palatable 
didn't you? You thought of new ways t~ 
prepare and serve the same nutritious, 
body strengthening foods you had al
ways prepared. Your attitude became 
one of dedication and determination to 
make the food as interesting and chal
lenging as possible. Beloved, have you 
done as much for those spiritual babes 
in your charge? Have you really usea 
your initiatiev and imagination to the 
fullest that the strays may be enticed 
to return, as well as to keep the others 
from wanting to see if the grass really is 
greener in the other pasture? Have you 
made your spiritual food more palat
able? I don't mean that you should offer 
them a sugar-coated, watered down 
gospel that cannot be distinguished from 
that of the world, but have you be
come enough of a nutrition expert to 
know what they really nee.d at any given 
time? Do you feed them in the good 
pasture as Ezekiel suggested? Has their 
feeding been such a pleasant experience 
that they are comfortable lying down in 
the good grazing land you have pre
pared for them? Do they know they have 
been richly fed when they have eaten at 
your hand? If so, they will be back for 
more. Have their meals been well bal
anced and completely true to the Word, 
yet with enough originality to challenge 
their best spiritual effort? If so, then 
you won't have to spend as much time 
looking for the strays as before, because 
there won't be as many. 

Ezekiel also highlights some of the 
wonderful results we can expect when 
we apply God's remedy. When his sheep 
are properly tended he has promised to 
"rid the land of wild beasts so that they 
may live ... and sleep ... in safety." 
He promised to send down "showers of 
blessing in season." Isn't this what we 
have been wanting for the flock? 

Fellow shepherds, let's resolve to be 
out there where the sheep are, and 
where the needs are rather than reign
ing high on a pedestal aloof from the 
flock and insensitive to their needs. 
If we are faithful in fulfilling their needs 
they wi II trust us, and will be back 
regularly for more nourishment. Our 
attendance problem will then be 
virtually solved, and the flock will be 
strong and healthy. Brethren, this is 
worth going after! 
1705 Mississippi St., Baytown, TX 77520. 
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EVERETT F ERGU SON 

1 Timothy 5:3-1 6 is a passage w hich has its puzzl ing 
featu res, and it seems seldom to have been studied in detail. 
I would li ke to offer some observations on this passage and 
some suggestions about i ts interpretation. My readers can 
help my understanding by their reactions to the ideas put 
forth in this article. 

Three classes of godly w idows are discussed in 1 Timothy 
5:3-16. (1) There is the w idow in general, a woman whose 
husband has died. She may be financial ly independent, or 
she may have children or grandchildren or other relatives to 
care for her (v. 4). The ob ligation for the care of the w idow 
rests on her family first (vv. 8, 16). 

(2) There is the "real w idow," the w idow indeed. The word 
"widow" means "bereft," and the one who is "tru ly a widow" 
has been " left all alone" (v. 5). She is in need, and any rela
tives cannot or do not care for her. Therefore, her hope is 
in God alone. She devotes her l ife to "supplications and 
prayers" (v. 5). She has the only quali fication required fo r help 
by the church, namely her need (v. 16; j ames 1 :27). 

(3) There is the "enrolled" widow (vv. 9f.). To put it in the 
language of today, she has been put on the payroll of the 
church. She becomes a paid servant of the church. She is a 
representative of the church, supported to perform services 
on behalf of the church. 

The listing of quali fications indicates a special kind of 
widow, just as the listing of qualifications for the bishop and 
deacons (1 Timo thy 3) sets these apart from other Christians. 
There is, moreover, a correlation between the qualifications 
and the work to be done. The qualifications are not arbitrary. 
For example, the bishop is to be "an apt teacher" (1 Timothy 
3:2) because he is expected to teach. Even so the qual ifica
tions of the enrolled widow are a pointer to her ministry. 

The requirements of age, marital faithfulness, and reputa
tion for good works (vv. 9f.) indicate the kind of person to be 
appointed: a woman known to be above certa in temptations 
and who can assume responsibility. It is evidently expected 
that she w ill remain unmarried (v. 12). This is a reason for re
fusing a younger widow (v. 11), for whom it is preferable that 
she remarry (v. 14). The temptations to which the enrolled 
widow was submitted are an indication of the kind of work 
sht! would do. By reason of her work she would be in the 
homes of others or have contact with them and so have op
poretunity to be a gossip and meddler (v. 13). She apparently 
would be helper and teacher of younger women (cf. Titus 
2:2-5). 
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A further indication of the enrolled w idow's activities is 
found in the other qualifications. The enroll ed widow is quali
fied for her position by reason of having (1) brought up 
children, (2) shown hospitality and washed the feet of the 
saints, (3) relieved the afflicted, and (4) devoted herself to 
doing good deeds (v. 1 0). These experiences qual ified her for 
the work for which she was to be supported. 

Let us attempt an imaginative reconstruction of the circum
stances. There were orphans in th e congregation, and there 
were w idows who had demonstrated in thei r own children 
their ability to rear a family. The orphans were placed in the 
home of the widows, who were supported by the church to 
maintain their house as a home for homeless children. There 
were traveling Christians and missionaries who came through 
town; public inns were poor in quality and notorious for im
morality. Th e church supported its w idows so that they could 
main tain thei r homes in order to provide lodging for teachers 
and messengers of the churches who passed through. There 
were the sick, infirm, needy, and persecuted Christians who 
required aid and care; the church enabled its widows to per
form these necessary functions. 

There were definite advantages in such arrangements. 
Needs were met. Those with time and abilities to render aid 
were put to wo rk and given an opportuni ty to feel useful. 
There was not the demeaning sense of being a "charity case." 
Even the real "widows," who by reason of infirmity or lack 
of abil ity could not be "enrolled," were still supported for 
the most powerful and important ministry of all-prayer. 

1 Timothy 5:16 has frequently been cited in support of a 
distinction between the work of an individual and the work 
of a church. There is an obvious difference between an in
dividual and a group, but the passage does not prove what 
is usually cited to prove. Rather i t demonstrates that the 
Christian work or duty of an individual can also be that of 
the ch urch. The verse does not teach that there is a distinc
tion between what the individual can do and what the church 
can do. Both are taught by this verse to aid widows. There is 
a matter of priority or order: the responsibil ity in regard to 
widows is w ith the individua l or fami ly f irst; but if they do not 
help, the church shou ld do so. The verse does not teach that 
since something is an individual's responsibi li ty, it i s therefore 
for the church's. Quite the opposite: w hat is the individual's 
duty can be also the church's. 

Abi lene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 
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The Sources and Influence of Religious 
Humanism (2) 

DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Modern religious humanism, as pre
viously described, is a product of a 
merging of religious liberalism with 
philosophic naturalism. Although both 
sources made important contributions, I 
will concentrate in this article on tracing 
the religious movements which have 
contributed most to the development of 
organized religious humanism. 

Since Unitarianism has provided the 
most significant leadership for religious 
Humanism, this survey will begin with it. 

Unitarian Background 
Unitarians claim various spokesmen 

for their point of view all the way back 
to New Testament times. The real begin
ning of the movement, however, was the 
sixteenth century movement started by 
Faustus Socinus; a movement which 
came to be known as Socinianism. Basic 
beliefs of the movement were: 1. a 
rationalist interpretation of scripture 
which was still accepted as true, 2. ac
ceptance of Jesus as King, priest, and 
prophet, yet still a man, 3. belief in 
separation of church and state, and 4. 
belief in the mortality of the soul, along 
with selective resurrection for all who 
persevered, (The Encyclopedia of Phi
losophy, VII, p. 474). 

A. C. McGiffert views Socinianism as 
already controlled by humanism. He 
writes: "Socinianism, in fact, was the 
earliest organized expression of the 
humanistic spirit in religion,'' (Protestant 
Thought Since Kant, p. 1 07). 

Some of the doctrines which demon
strate this humanistic emphasis are: 1. 
a rejection of the doctrine of original 
sin, 2. since man was created mortal, 
he lost neither life nor freedom by 
Adam's fall, 3. that Christ's work in 
reconciling man to God was in his effect 
on men rather than God. 

Surprisingly, however, man was not 
viewed as sufficient for he stood in need 
of divine knowledge. McGiffert points 
out: "And yet, in spite of their rational
ism, the Socinians denied that human 
reason is enough to guide a man in the 
way of life and salvation. Every one must 
be enlightened from above if he is not 
to perish eternally," (Ibid, p. 113). 

One result of this emphasis on obedi
ence to scripture without Grace was a 
rigid legalism; a result somewhat in
compatible with the general attitude of 
contemporary humanism. 

The Socinians were persecuted in Po-

land, but their beliefs gradually infil
trated other nations, especially England. 
Although acceptance of the belief was 
declared a felony by the Long Parlia
ment, by 1774, the first Unitarian 
fellowship had been established by 
Theophilus Lindsey. 

The belief was soon brought to Ameri
ca by j. R. Priestley, who found liberal 
(arian) elements already strong in the 
Congregational Church. 

These liberal elements stayed within 
the Congregational Churches until 1825 
when they withdrew to form the 
American Unitarian Association. From 
the beginning, there was strife between 
the most liberal elements and the more 
conservative concerning how close the 
Church should stay to traditional Chris
tianity. There was a constant pressure to 
move away from theistic beliefs in the 
direction of human concerns. 

By the twentieth century, the Church 
had moved considerably from its origi
nal interests. Corliss Lamont describes 
the next step in the history of con
temporary humanism: "Approximately, 
a hundred years after the founding of 
Unitarianism the more advanced mem
bers of this sect, most of them from the 
middle west, started the movement 
known as religious humanism," (The 
Philosophy of Humanism, p. 53). 

Curtis Reese, a Unitarian minister, 
stimulated the discussions which even
tually culminated in the Humanist Mani
festo of 1933. 

This Manifesto consists of fifteen 
affirmations, signed by thirty-five well 
known intellectual leaders, including 
john Dewey, John Herman Randal Jr. and 
Roy Wood Sellars. These propositions 
declare the need for a new religion, 
based on the recognition that man is a 
product of nature, not the offspring of 
God. Since this is the case, man's task is 
not to declare the revealed will of God 
but to discover and teach the values 
which are appropriate to man at this 
stage of his evolution. 

The Unitarian Church, of course, con
tinues to exist independently of the 
Humanist Association. Jack Mendelsohn, 
a prominent Unitarian minister, points 
out that one of the strengths of ths Uni
tarian Church is that it has both theists 
and humanists for members. Neverthe
less, Corliss Lamont points out: ''A large 
proportion of the Unitarian Churches in 
the United States are acknowledgly Hu-

man ist" (The Philosophy of Humanism, 
p. 54). 

The Unitarian Church in 1961, united 
with the Universalist Church under the 
name of the Unitarian Universalist As
sociation; an organization which in the 
early 1960's had about 155,000 members 
divided among 1,000 churches and 
fellowships. 

Universalists Roots 
Although the Universalist Church has 

not been as important historically as the 
Unitarian, it was on the scene earlier in 
America, preparing a liberal ground. 
The Universalist Church was organized 
by John Murray of Oxford, Massachu
setts, in 1785. Members of the fellowship 
were divided on many things but were 
united in their opposition to the doc
trine of hell. Gradually, however, they 
turned from this negative emphasis and 
became at one with the Unitarians long 
before their merger. Together, both 
bodies moved steadily towards a human
ist position, although they continue to 
include theists. 

Before the merger, both groups pro
vided l~aders for the growing humanist 
movement. 

Ethical Culture 
They were supported by various ethi

cal culture society leaders. The oldest 
and strongest of such societies is the 
Ethical Culture of New York, founded in 
1876 by Felix Adler, a society now as
sociated with twenty-seven other Ethical 
Societies. Their object is: 11To assert the 
supreme importance of the ethical factor 
in all relations of life--personal, social, 
national and international-apart from 
any theological or metaphysical consid
eration." 

Such societies make common cause 
with humanists in insisting that there are 
ethical values, yet that these values are 
to be found in a this-worldly context. A 
current leader has explained why the 
Ethical Culture movement is a religious 
society: "The Ethical Culture Society is 
to us a religious society in the sense of 
giving us a cause enttiled of chief claim 
upon our energies, our most inclusive 
fellowship, our most satisfying way of 
reading life's meaning, our best longrun 
incentive, our deepest assurance and 
hope" (Henry Neumann, Living Schools 
of Religion, p. 331 ). 

In regard to the traditional beliefs of 
religions, Ethical Culture leaves its mem
bers free to decide for themselves al
though on two important points, Ethical 
Culture stands against Christian belief. 
One is the belief that tlie highest ethical 
behaviour does not require trust in a 
creator. The other is that though there 
is great reverence for jesus, the supreme 
ethical ideal is too richly varied to be 
incarnated in any one person. 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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On Selecting a Preacher 
Every preacher should pay attention 

to the suggestions made by J. Wayne 
Curenton in this publication (11 /3/81) 
regarding preacher selection. Brother 
Curenton also recommended that 
preachers express their side of the "se
lection" problem, which I would like to 
do now. 

Chances are that when a preacher is 
relocating (or looking for his first lo
cated work) he and his family are under
going some unusual trials. Those re
sponsible for selecting a preacher should 
try not to add to the stress. Perhaps the 
greatest pressure is TIME. The move 
needs to be made in time for the chil
dren to enroll in school; or the church 
is waiting for the preacher to vacate the 
house. Would the selection committee 
please reply promptly to the resume, 
just to say "we might be interested" 
or else ''no, thanks"? Even a rejection 
is better than silence--at least the 
preacher knows to look elsewhere. 

JOE SLATER 

And if you tell the preacher you'll let 
him know next week, please keep your 
word. Preacher friends of mine have 
waited many miserable hours for prom
ised phone calls that were days late, or 
perhaps never came at all. One brother 
on a selection committee in another 
state promised me faithfully that he 
would call within one week after my 
"try-out." Three months later I received 
a form letter informing me that the 
vacancy had been filled by someone 
else-and I had never received the 
promised call. 

Speaking of form letters, please don't 
use them to "reject" preachers. If the 
man has taken the time and trouble to 
apply, surely a couple of minutes can 
be spared to write a personal note back 
to him. It would make him feel like a 
real person instead of just another re
jected preacher. If the preacher has tried 
out and been rejected, a phone c-all 

Who Is Willing To Fill His Hand? KEITH MARSHALL 

David, because of sin, was not al
lowed to build the Temple of the Lord, 
but this did not dampen his desire to 
see the Temple built. In First Chronicles, 
chapter twenty-nine, David speaks to all 
the children of Israel concerning the 
building of the Temple. He told them 
of the preparations he had already made 
toward this end. Solomon was but a very 
young child, so he was not able to exe
cute those plans yet. David records how 
much in wealth he had collected toward 
the building of the Temple; not only 
did he collect from the Israelites, but 
he made personal gifts from his own 
wealth. More than anything else, David 
wanted the Temple built, but seemed to 
realize that his eyes would not behold it. 

After recording all the preparations 
having been made for the construction 
of the Temple, he then calls for them 
to work. He puts it this way: " ... and 
who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord?" The 
margin reading puts it this way: "and 
who then is willing to fill his hand this 
day unto the Lord?" When I was a 
young man working on the farm, we 
would have a job to do that required 
some kind of tool to be used, and Dad 
would say: "Fill your hands," meaning 
pick up your tool and get busy! This is 
what David was exhorting the leaders of 
the Israelites to do! Get your tools and 
get to work! 

Our Lord jesus Christ was busy while 
he was in the flesh on this earth. just to 
read the four accounts of his life almost 
tires us out. He was busy. No lost mo
tion. He told his parents, when they re-
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turned to Jerusalem and found him in 
the Temple, "I must be about my Fa
ther's business." In response to a ques
tion, (John 9:4), jesus said, "I must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it 
is day: the night cometh when no man 
can work." While Jesus was on earth, he 
"filled his hands" and accomplished his 
purpose for coming in the flesh. In this 
sense he set an example for his disciples. 

You cannot read such passages as 
Acts 2:42 ff, and then continue on in 
chapter three through eight without 
realizing how active these early Chris
tians were in study, teaching and good 
works. They made an impression on 
their neighbors; even the discipline of 
the Lord (Chapter 5) caught the attention 
of the community which spurred on 
more growth. Paul admonished the 
Corinthians that each member was a 
part of and made up the whole body. 
He went on to show how every member, 
seen and unseen, was important to the 
entire body. For the body to function at 
100% of its potential, ALL members 
must function. Every member must be 
"willing to fill their hands." A body can 
live and function without an arm or 
leg, but the body will be limited to that 
degree in its abilities. A congregation is 
hindered in carrying out its mission 
when it has members who will not do 
their part. The question that must be 
asked of each of us is: Are you a 
contributing member or a hindering 
member? Are you standing there with 
empty hands or "filling your hands"? 

Box 573, Levelland, Tx. 79336 

would be in order to inform him. Let's 
have some consideration and respect. 

In general, preachers dislike the idea 
of being in competition with each other. 
It is difficult to picture Apollos and 
Timothy competing for the job of 
preaching at Ephesus. To desire the 
"best man for the job" is understand
able; to have a "preacher parade" is a 
sin. It not only causes preachers to de
velop ulcers, but also slows the ad
vancement of the church in most cases. 

Preachers are usually well aware of 
their faults and limitations. This is 
doubly so when moving time comes. 
Please don't make matters worse by 
demanding Mr. Perfect for your 
preacher. Not all of us have the elo
quence of Apollos, the practicality of 
James, and the deep doctrinal under
standing of Paul all rolled into one. 
Few of us can "do all things well." The 
ideal preacher, I suppose, would be 35 
years old with 40 years of experience! 

Would all selection committees please 
memorize First Timothy 4:12? A number 
of congregations seem to think there is 
something inherently evil about young 
preachers. The same problem is faced 
by elderly preachers. How can a con
gregation be so certain that the man 
they need must be 35-55 years old? 
Jesus himself would not be permitted to 
"try out" for such congregations! Se-

( Continued on page 12) 

We Need Some Deacons 
Willing To "Deak" MIKE PAcE 

Inherent in the word "deacon" is the 
principal function of these men in their 
relationship to the body of Christ. They 
are to "serve." Those chosen by the 
congregation in Jerusalem were "put in 
charge" of a particular task of service. 
A doctor is not a doctor unless he doc
tors; a fisherman is not a fisherman 
unless he fishes; a preacher is not a 
preacher unless he preaches; and an 
elder is not an elder unless he performs 
those functions peculiar to his role as an 
elder. And likewise, a deacon is not a 
deacon unless he performs those func
tions that are characteristic of a deacon 
as defined in God's Word. 

The qualifications of those men who 
serve the local congregation bespeak the 
singular principle of service: dignity, sin
cerity, gererosity, probity, founded in the 
faith, exemplary behavior, married to 
one wife, exercising control over his 
children, having a good reputation and 
taking direction and guidance from the 
wisdom of God's Word. Men who so 
conduct themselves in the capacity of a 
deacon, are those who can best serve 
God effectively. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Some Thoughts About the Preacher's Wife 
COY ROPER 

Probably more than anything else
almost certainly more than his knowl
edge of the Bible or his competence as 
a speaker-, the preacher's wife will af
fect his success. He may become an out
standing preacher even though his wife 
is not an exceptional public personage. 
But he cannot succeed in a local work to 
any extent, no matter how exceptional 
are his talents, if his wife cannot succeed 
in her role as "the preacher's wife." 

Given the powerful influence the 
preacher's wife has on his work, her role 
needs to be considered carefully, from 
both a Biblical and a practical stand
point. 

No Biblical Office 
The most obvious fact about the job 

of being a "preacher's wife" is that such 
an office is not mentioned in the Bible. 
While preachers were married, no spe
cial qualifications or instructions apply 
to their wives, as were given, for exam
ple, with regard to elders and deacons. 

Be a Faithful Christian 
Since this is true, I doubt that preach

ers and teachers ought to urge girls to 
be "preachers' wives" in the same way 
that we urge boys to be preachers or 
elders. Rather, what we ought to do is 
to encourage boys and girls alike to be 
faithful Christians! That's the primary 
qualification for any "position" in the 
church. And that's really the only in
dispensable quality the preacher's wife 
absolutely has to have. 

Be Yourself 
In addition, preachers' wives need to 

learn to be themselves. Of course, each 
needs to be her best self, but neverthe
less she needs to be the unique person 
that she is. Preachers need to learn not 
to ape others, but to be themselves. And 
their wives, likewise, need to learn not 
to think they must conform to a single 
mold. Preachers' wives come in all 
shapes and colors and sizes. They will 
save themselves considerable stress if 
they understand that they don't have to 
dress, look, talk, or act in a certain way 
solely because another preacher's wife 
does. 

Use Your Own Talents 
Besides that, each preacher's wife 

should determine to use her own talents 
for the lord. Obviously every Christian, 
whether man or woman, has different 
talents. We should not, therefore, ex
pect all preachers' wives to have the 
same talents. Some preachers' wives are 
good teachers of other ladies; others are 
not. Some do a great job of teaching 
children; others can't teach children. 
Some have no talent for teaching, period. 
Some can sing. Some can organize. 

Some can practice hospitality more ef
fectively than others. Some are better 
at caring and serving and exhibiting 
mercy than others. Some are good per
sonal workers; some are not. Some are 
good at housecleaning and at helping 
keep the church building looking nice; 
some are not. Each preacher's wife 
should determine to use her talents in 
serving the lord, and not succumb to 
the temptation to try to do everything, 
or to exhibit all the other talents that 
other preachers' wives have. 

Congregational Expectations 
And this seems a good place to point 

out that since preachers' wives differ 
with regard to their talents, the congre
gation should not expect the same thing 
of every preacher's wife. The congrega
tion should consider the specific talents 
of the present preacher's wife and en
courage her to use those talents, rather 
than asking her to live up to some 
impossible ideal which suggests she 
should be able, like some superwoman, 
to do everything well. 

But a Special Role Exists! 
However, even though there is no 

"Biblical office" of the "preacher's 
wife," the fact is that preachers' wives 
are subjected to certain pressures and 
problems which are not common to all 
Christian women. Thus, some Christian 
women may have the talents required to 
be preachers' wives to a greater degree 
than other Christian women. We need to 
remember that Christian women can go 
to heaven without being preachers' 
wives. Consequently, there would be no 
shame in saying of a certain woman: 
"She's a fine Christian woman, but I'm 
not sure she could succeed in the role 
of the wife of an evaneglist." 

In this respect, being a preacher's wife 
is analogous to being a missionary. Not 
every preacher has to be a missionary 
to go to heaven. And since preaching in 
a different culture-and that's what 
being a missionary involves-involves 
certain stresses and strains, not every 
preacher is equally qualified to be a 
missionary. 

We might say, in other words, that 
just as it takes a certain kind of preacher 
to be a missionary, it takes a certain kind 
of Christian woman to be a good wife 
for a preacher. 

But what kind of Christian woman is 
best suited for the task of serving in the 
"unofficial" capacity of "preacher's 

' wife"? 
Qualities Needed for That Role 

Adaptability. It seems to me that the 
preacher's wife ought to have the talent 

of adaptability. Preachers, as a rule, 
move more and find themselves in more 
different situations than do others. 
Preachers' wives who can only be happy 
in one kind of situation-one size of 
town, one particular state, one kind of 
congregation, etc.-may be letting them
selves in for a life of unhappiness. 

Selflessness. Furthermore, the preach
er's wife may require more than the 
usual amount of selflessness. Preachers 
are busy people for one thing, and may 
not be able to give their wives as much 
attention as the wives deserve and de
sire. Besides that, a preacher's wife 
whose chief goal in life is to succeed 
financially is likely to be disappointed. 

Friendliness. Also, a preacher's wife 
needs to work to acquire a capacity for 
friendliness. like it or not the preacher's 
wife is going to be involved with people; 
an extreme introvert will always find 
such a life difficult. Too, many people 
will judge the preacher and the church 
by whether they like the preacher's 
wife, but likeability is, I believe, to a 
great extent a function of friendliness. 

Self-esteem. Another trait especially 
needed by the preacher's wife is self
esteem. It appears that preachers and 
their wives will always be criticized by 
others. If the preacher's wife has self
esteem, such criticism will not be re
garded as a disaster;· she -can say, "So, 
maybe I am more disorganized than I 
ought to be, and I'll try to do better
but, even if that's so, I'm basically a 
person of worth, and no little criticism is 
going to make me forget that." 

Mental toughness. Finally, it seems to 
me that the preacher's wife ideally 
should have an uncommon amount of 
mental toughness-strength of charac
ter, durability, the ability to bounce 
back, a willingness to get back up when 
one is knocked down, an unwillingness 
to be "run over" or "steamrollered" by 
overbearing persons who think they can 
take advantage of the "poor little 
preacher's wife" just because she's so 
nice. 

Advice for the Preacher's Wife 
From above, the following advice 

seems appropriate for .the prea~h~r's 
wife: Above all, be a faithful Chnst1an. 
And like all faithful Christian women 
who' are married, be a good wife and 
mother. In the role of "preacher's wife," 
don't try to be exactly like any other 
preacher's wife you know. Be yourself; 
be your best self, but yourself never
theless. In the church, use your talents. 
Don't pretend you have talents that you 
don't have, but develop and use fully 
the talents that you do have. As much as 
possible, avoid being push~d into a 
11talent mold" that might f1t another 
preacher's wife, but that doesn't fit you. 

Finally, search yourself for the quali
(Continued on page 12) 
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EXPERIENCED MISSIONARY 
SEEKS SPONSOR 

The elders of the Vernon A labama 
Church announce that Paul Kee is 
seeking new oversight for his work in 
Cameroun, West Afr ica. Paul is an expe
rienced missionary, having been in fu ll
time work there since 1976. His parents, 
Wind le and Barbara Kee, were one of 
the first two missionary couples to 
Cameroun in 1967. Pau l has expP.rience 
in public evangelism, in leadersh ip tra in
ing, in church planting, and edificat ion. 

The Keys have a long term commit
ment to Cameroun, which is a country 
of 8 mi llion people. Cameroun has a 
stable government and proven recep
tivity to the gospel. 

The Kees have recently moved to 
Nso. While there are no Christians in 
the area, the Kees have experience in 
starting from scratch. They hope to raise 
support for two native evangelists to 
work w ith them, doing the same kind of 
church planting and building. The Kees 
have a working fu nd and some equ ip
ment. They wi ll be able to raise their 
travel funds. However, they are very 
much in need of some addit ional sup-

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SB..ECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442-8935 
(OUTSIDE TEXAS 1-800-527 

OR WRITE 

· .,.. SUPERIOR i:""IBERGLASS. INC. 
•• BOX 1308 • · JACKSONVIt.LE TX 75766 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLA~ 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Int. 

(non-profit) 
Contimtom emollme71t with 

two p/am to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guarmlteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to 1uorkers among 
Clmrches of Christ Poreig11 Jl7 orkers 
atzd students in training for full time 
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work covered at same rate as 
reside7lt Americam 

Coverage good anywhere 

port in order to return to Cameroun. 
Please contact the Vernon, A labama 
Church of Christ; or call 901-372-6151. 

A Firm Foundation sub11erlptlon m akes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list of new subscrip

tions to the Firm Foundation, please be 

•ure each has the proper Zip Code n umber 

after the city and state. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Admin istrator 
Two Year Ful l-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Quali fied Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curri culum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

READY SOON ! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 

of Christ 

The on ly worldwide di rectory of churches of Ch rist in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especially in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christ ians who t ravel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all ch urches. 

Revised and updated w ith each reprinting. 

Paper: $5.00 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 

P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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WILL THE REAL NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH PLEASE STAND BYJ 

(Continued from page 4) 
and yet he had never visited the great 
city. The presence of the church in 
every city was felt. The church was not 
treated with indifference; it was either 
loved or hated. In spite of the competi
tion that the mystery religions and other 
related groups gave to the church, fruit
fulness in souls abounded. 

It is obvious that more could be said 
about the New Testament church than 
one article could project. However, if 
we were to stop at this point with our 
understanding of the New Testament 
church and raise the question: "Where 
is this church today?" what would be our 
answer? We would have to conclude 
that the church, to be the church of 
Jesus, has to have this type nature. If a 
committee were appointed in your town 
to find the New Testament church and 
there were no signs, no doctrine could 
be heard and no books could be read, 
how would they go about finding the 
New Testament church? "By this all men 
will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another" (John 
13:35). If this committee went from 
group to group and found love only 
in one group, what would be the name 
of it? Is there a possibility that instead 
of finding the New Testament church, 
they would have found the garden club 
or a civic organization? Is it possible 
that some man-made human institutions 
have more of the badge of discipleship 
than those who claim to be the disciples 
of the lord? 

If you studied these three grea.t char
acteristics of discipleship set forth by 
jesus with a non-Christian, could you 
take him where you presently assemble 
and show him those same three char-

acteristics? Is there a possibility that 
these characteristics have become the 
ideal which has not been achieved? I 
do not belive that Jesus established an 
ideal which we cannot attain. During this 
year of preaching activities, it has been 
my privilege to see the standards of 
Jesus in a number of congregations. It 
would warm your heart to know that 
congregations are taking seriously the 
teachings of Jesus and attempting to im
plement these teachings in their lives 
and to encourage others to do so. I am 
sure there are many congregations at
tempting to follow jesus with which I 
have not had any contact, but I would 
urge brethren to visit some congrega
tions that have done such an excellent 
job in following Jesus. It has been my 
privilege to see on a firsthand b~sas 
several churches who are attemptmg 
to follow Jesus' standards. Churches in 
lexington, Massachusetts; Bloomington, 
Indiana; Boulder, Colorado; and Poway, 
California would be but a small sample 
of churches seeking Jesus' way. I am 
sure these churches have had their 
struggles and problems, but they are. a 
living demonstration that what jesus saad 
to do was possible. It is my prayer that 
others will seek to follow the efforts that 
they have made in their determination 
to follow Jesus. 
Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL~S~S 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college ~aduates: De
signed to give the prachcal exper1ence 
needed for the ministry. Ninety p~rce~t 
of your time will be spent workmg m 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
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ON SELECTING A PREACHER 

(Continued from page 8) 
lection of a preacher should be based 
on his abilities and his attitude, fo r he 
has at least some control over these. He 
has no control at all over his age. 

Hosea might have trouble getting to 
preach for some of our congregations, 
too. His wife just wouldn't measure up. 
Whether we want to admit it or not, 
most churches want a two-for-the-p rice
of-one deal when they hire a preacher. 
The preacher's wife is usually expected 
to teach Ladies' Class, teach at least one 
other Bible Class, and be secretary and 
general errand-runn er fo r the preacher, 
not to mention entertaining regularly. If 
this is to be the case, the preacher and 
his wife deserve to be so notified ahead 
of time; and it wouldn't be a bad idea 
to remember this when negotiating 
sa lary. 

Congregations are w ise to thoroughly 
invtesigate the background of a pro
spective preacher. Preachers also want 
to know some of the history of the con
gregation . Why is the present preacher 
leaving? How often has the congregation 
changed preachers over the last fifteen 
or twenty years? Does the church have a 
good growth record? Are the brethren 
at peace with one another? Is there 
good communication between eldership 
and flock? between elders and deacons? 
between elders and preacher? What 
goals have been set, and what plans 
have been made for growth and devel
opment during the next five years? the 
next ten years? 

Preachers and selection committees 
alike need to practice the Golden Rule. 

His Image Singers (back row 1 tor) 

Gene Gee, Larry Stewart, Judy 

Stewart, Tommy Stewart, Director, 

Morris Webb. (front row l to r ) 

Melody Jenn ings, D ebbie Combest, 

Terry Dutton and Mary Tucker. 

Ail worship at the Central Church 

of Christ, Tulia, Texas. 
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Each person involved in the selection 
process should try to wear the shoes of 
the other. Let's act li ke brothers! 
Rt. 1, Box 282-A, Buchanan Dam, TX 
78609 

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT THE 
PREACHER'S WIFE 

(Continued from page 9) 
ties which preachers' wives need. As 
you can see them in yourself, develop 
them further. If you don't have them, 
you have three alternatives: (a) If the 
lack is sufficient to keep you from ever 
being happy in t he role of " preacher's 
w ife," discuss this fact wi th your bus
hand. Perhaps he should quit preaching. 
(b) Perhaps you can develop th ese qual i
ties sufficiently to be happy in the role 
you are filling. (c) Perhaps you and your 
husband could agree that you could be 
happy if he would preach under cer
tain circumstances-maybe part-lime, 
o r in a certain location, or with certain 
f inancial arrangements. The important 
thing is for you and your husband both 

to be open and honest in your evalua
tion and discussion, and then for you to 
make a mutually acceptable decision, 
which takes into account what is best 
for you, for him, and for the Lord's 
church. · 
M ichigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon 
Rd., Rochester, M l 48063 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Ou r children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHI LDREN$ HOME 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
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2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
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Scholarships Available 
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Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
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Recording Two-Go Witb God-A Capella 
Jesus, Hold My Hand. He Knows j ust What I Need, I Ho ld His Hand. His Grlce Reoches Me. The Great 
Redeemer, He Touched Me, Inside The Gate. Fo llow Me. How Great T hou Art, Our God, He Is Alive, 
Peace Like A River, Happy Am I, In The Garden, H ide .Me, Rock of Ages 

Send me __ of Sing To .Me of Heaven 
Send me __ of Victory In Jesus 
Send me __ of God With God 

0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 Cassette 
0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 Cassette 
0 Record 0 S-Track or 0 Cassette 

Each recording is $7.00 each. Plus $1.25 postage and h::~nd l ing Total - --- -

n :1me 

address 
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His Image Singers • Box 205 • Tuli::1, TX • 790S8 

"Here 111 again 
at/he T ulia Soul 

1/Yilmiug 117 orkshop, 
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Phone orders (806) 995-4334 or 995-256t ( No Collect Calls Please) 
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prior to delivery 
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THE BIBLE ON CASSETTES 
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WE NEED SOME DEACONS 
WILLING TO 11DEAK" 

(Continued from page 8) 
When there is work to be done as 

pertains to the body of Christ, there is 
in many instances a need for deacons to 
be in charge of the execution of that 
work. And deacons are the key to the 
growth and activity of the local congre
gation. Under no circumstances, nor in 
any situations regardless of how unusual 
they might be, are deacons ever to exer
cise the authority and privileges unique 
only to an elder in the church. However, 
deacons who are 11servants" in the most 
rigid sense are one of the church's most 
valuable assets. The key to a deacon's 
effectiveness lies in his servitude and his 
ability to accept delegated authority. 
You see, by exercising this 11delegated 
authority" from the elders in the church, 
the deacon is in fact performing a spe
cial service and actually enhances those 
who are serving as elders. 

Here is the point wer're trying to 
make. The Lord's church is to be a 
11serving" church. And until the church 
that Jesus built restores this compelling, 
insistent characteristic of servitude, we'll 
continue to be inadequate when facing 
the problems in today's society. 

Notice, if you will, the words found in 
Acts 6:6, 7 which indicate what the re
sults will be when deacons are 11Serving" 

Thank You, 

the church in the ways in which the lord 
intends. 

11Whom they set before the apostles: 
and when they had prayed, they laid 
their hands on them. And the word of 
God increased; and the number of 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
greatly; and a gr:!at company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith." 

Church of Christ, Mammoth Spring, Ar
kansas 72554 

r---------·-------~ PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
r Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. r 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
J JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 J 
' Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 
~....,..~..,....,. ........ ~~ ..................... ~~ 

DIOLUDID YOUR ZIP OODID 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Toltion-Approved tor Veterans 

Benetits 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-8'128 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '19410 

1·808-'192-IU91 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

Don Yelton and the Elders, Whites Ferry Road Church C?f Christ, West .Jionroe, Louisiana; and Bill JfcDonouah and the Elders, 

6th and Izard Church C?f Christ, Litcle Rock, Arkansos:.for .Your leodina. and all those conareaations and indil·iduals who helped in 

sendin9 SJ, 700,000.00.for.food and staple items to our starrin9 brethren in Poland. 
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As o result C?f the quick and aenerous response .from our brethren in the West 

• Our Polish brethren hove provisions.for the lona. hard winter. 

• The Church has been recoanized in the press .for its benen1lence to children s homes and hospitals . 

• The Church has been aronted permission to meet leaal[r.for the .first time in twen~r ,,rears. 

• One conareaotion has been inrited ~r the ao,·ernment to select a buildina site. 

• We con print, import, and distribute Bibles and Gospel literature open[r. We are current[r printin9 25,000 copies cif the Bible in 

Warsaw for distribution by our brethren. 

We praise God.for these breakthrouohs in our ejforts to preach the aospel to souls in Eastern Europe. And, we 

commend these 9ood brethren who seized this opportuni~r to make the love cif God known behind the Iron Curtain. 

Church of Christ on Bammel Road • 2700 FM 1960 W • Houston, Texas 77068 

Eastern European Mission 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per Uno. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
ncc:optahle matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evan~lism-Missionu 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training .. 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church o! Christ 1605 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pa.ges For Service Times 
Tranulatlon for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, Jl'Jnister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capitnl & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 528-0586. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THAM. N. J .. Fa.lrmoun.t and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NOR'l'HERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YOR'K CITY ARl!lA. 201-635-6'810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHlJRCH OF 
CHRIST, 2'100 De Ba.rr Rd. Will con.ta.ct 
relatives or friends ln Alnska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

BA. Y .A.IUllA. SCHOOL OF P'IUD.A.CHING 
11800 DubliD. Road 

Plea•antou, CaUfol'llb. 94566 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSWP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16655 16th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH 0-F CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minfstcn: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paal Harper. 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAJNE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave., 
U.S. 460 Eut Oppoalte K-Mnrt. OUlce 4'1'1• 
52'11. Bobb7' Wade, MID. 4'16-40cto. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH Olo' 
GHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 nnd 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ... 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wa70e Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, ShBwnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Preacher wanted: Recent education, will need partial 
support. Primary requirement-Campus evangelism. 
Should be under thirty years of age, and married. 
Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1215, Seward, 
Alaska 99664. 
Needed Youth Director/Songleader. Contact C. Q, 
Zandagriff, 600 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
(512) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, C.A.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-6'19-1010. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the 1\!is
sissippi Gulf Coast, seekin~e long-term, full t1me 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If Interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

"BIBLE College Training through home study. Ac
cr~ited. Southwest Bible Institute, 3200 San An
tonio, San Angelo, Texas ... 
YUMA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-

10, 11 a..m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'160 
"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY Nl!:GOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 612/848-3005. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
Minister Wanted: Mature, family man with preaching 
and evangelistic experience to work with growing 
congregation. Send detailed resume to the Ward 
Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 601, Wallingford, 
CT 06492. 
For Growth Minded Congregation Only: 38 Years in 
pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. Must relocate at once. location 
Immaterial. Call: 616-834-7975; 616-834-8228. 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489· 
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
JOY BUS "T" SHIRTS, CAPS, BUMPER STICKERS. Screen 
printed for the Brotherhood by Otts Sign Shop, 429 W. 
Yosemite Av., Manteca, Ca. 95336. Call or write for 
price quotes (209) 239-1779. 
FOR SALE: Church pews, 35 total, 19' long, blonde in 
color. All or part, $100.00 each, available March 1, 1982. 
Call (816) 353·3873 or write Raytown Church of Christ, 
6000 Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo. 64133. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589·2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Church of Christ, Spanish Fort, Alabama needs minister. 
Must be self-starter with success record. Support for 
last preacher $480 per week, plus. Send resume and 
taped sermon to: P.O. Box 400, zip 36527 or call 
205-626-9046. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 
Wnshlnll:ton, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's ca.plta.l, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria., Vlrgln!a 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-414'1. 
Ma.rk N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
RETIRE In beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 3083, Sedona, 
Arb:. 86340. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundnttoa 
trle~~ to 11ereeu adveril111fn~. nud will uof 
knowln~l7' toke queatlonnble ndTertlsln~. 
But It t• the reader's responalblllty 'to bl
veatlgnte. Like nn7 other paper. we llome
tlme• unwtttln~IJ" run nn unwortby nd. 
As the old •n7'1D"' "'o~R. before you lnve11f. 
fnv~llltl~f~~~-----------------------------

Ernest R. Gill, P.O. Box 162, Williams
burg, Ky 40769: After 7 years with the 
college church in Rochester, Michigan, 
my wife and I have moved to a mission 
field in Kentucky. We are working with 
the Shiner church of Christ located off 
1-75 between Corbin and Williamsburg, 
Kentucky on Rte 25W just two miles 
south of Cumberland Falls. Our new ad
dress is 85 Bonanza Trail, Corbin, Ken
tucky 40701. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers fn the 
smarr carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
O.J= 

cbaR.cbes OJ= CbR.fst 
fr.lSOR.arx:e fJROOp 

•'• •• 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous . 
Disorders) ................. $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can bo found in the group book
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Sprlng,Tx.77373 

1·713-376-8087 
"Ser'lling the Neetl of Our Brethren 

Since 1975" 
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REACH OUT - REACH OUT . .. AND TOUCH 
THE LIVES OF MILLIONS 

THROUGH THE 

''INTERNATIONAL GOSPEL HOUR'' 
RADIO MINISTRY 

The International Gospel Hour is now 
favored with open doors to preach the 
gospel to millions on the strongest 50,000 
watt radio stations in U.S. - coast to coast! 

SHALL WE ACCEPT 
THE CHALLENGE? 

The e lders of the Las Vegas Trail church of 
Christ in Fort Worth, Texas ask churches 
across the nation to assist financially in this 
great radio ministry. 

V. E. Howard 
Speaker 

V. E. HOWARD, veteran of over four 
decades of rad io ministry is now 
broadcasting the gospel over more of 
the nation's most powerful and 
prestigious radio stations. Churches 
of Christ have never before broadcast 
on some of the stations. 

'--1/ - r:::~ 

Please write us today and te ll 
us you wil l help! 

Radio Reaches More People Than All Other Media Combined 
250 MILLION IN UNITED STATES 
4 BILLION (plus) IN THE WORLD 

Jesus sa id, "Preach lhe gospello every creature" 
HOW? An effective and most economical way is by air- RADIO 

~----------------------------------------------~ 

International Gospel Hour 
P.O. Box 5540- Fort Worth, Texas 76108 

Under oversight of the elders, Las Vegas Trail church of Christ, Ft. Worth, Texas . 
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6n the Cover: The new multi-million dollar campus of living 
Word Academy in Oklahoma City. The 10 year old school 
recently bought a 31 acre Junior College campus complex of 
seven buildings and now has one of the finest facilities in the 
nation for pre-school through 12th grade. 

Austin, Texas, December 15, 1981 
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Divine Healing 
The church at Antioch had all kinds of problems when 

Paul wrote to them. Love had been lost and the dove of 
peace had flown: out the window. They were divided 
and were suing· each other. Pride over their gifts had 
alienated .. brethren and blinded them to sinful immoral
ity in their midst. 

Paul proposed to show them a more excellent way. 
He promised divine healing if they would but let "that 
which is perfect" come back into their midst. The Holy 
Spirit indicated ·that their childish obsessions would 
vanish, that their prudish pride would be dissolved, and 
that their muddled condition would disappear, and that 
they could come back together in the unity of the spirit 
and the bond of peace if only they could recapture the 
love which had disappeared from them. Love alone is 
that which is perfect. The three-word biography of God 
is, "God is love." 

There is a lesson here for us. In a dog-eat-dog world 
the church must never lose sight of the foremost com
mand that we love the brethren. If we could blot out 
the lack of love that has marred our history and replace 
our squabbling with that which covers a multitude of 
sins we would present to the world a wholesome and 
desirable alternative. 

A black listing, line drawing, vengeful brotherhood 
isn't really a brotherhood at all. The Lord doesn't com
mand us to love error but he does command us to love 
brethren-even when they are, in our opinion, in error, 
If we can understand that we are to hate sin and love 
the sinner, surely we can understand that God wants us 
to teach and admonish one another, and at the same 
time not neglect to love the brotherhood. 

Love suffers long, and is kind. We do not have a wide 
reputation for being either longsuffering or 'kind. We 
have not allowed the Holy Spirit to teach us how to deal 
with our brothers with whom we may differ. We use ex
communication and banishment when the spirit teaches 
us to use admonition and teaching. 

The English are not noted for humor, but we heard an 
English brother, speaking at the European Lectureship in 
London, tell the story of the leaders of a congregation 
who had a brother they wanted to hang, but they had no 
gallows. They went over to a neighboring congrega
tionally independent group of brethren and asked for a 
little cooperation. They wanted to borrow their gallows. 
After an elders' meeting the reply came back: "No, you 
cannot borrow our gallows; they are for us and our 
children!" 

Love covers a ·multitude of sins. It really is a travesty 
that the subject we preach on the most is so little prac-
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ticed. It seems that we are ever learning but never com
ing to a knowledge of the truth. 

And so wounds in the sacred body of jesus continue 
to be made. Sword thrusts fully as sharp as those of 
Calvary continue to draw brotherhood blood. Thorns 
continue to this good day to be his crown. Problems 
among brethren continue to rival those of Corinth. Why? 
Because love has departed from the average congre
gation. 

Let the Holy Spirit show us a more excellent way. We 
can speak with the tongue of men and angels, but if 
we have not love we are nothing. If God could, with 
infinite mercy, love the unlovable, we who claim to be 
godly can surely practice the principle to the limited 
extent of our ability. Being human, we will always have 
imperfections here, but that does not give us license to 
neglect a thing so divine as love of the brethren. 

Where there is little or no love for the brethren, it 
is ludicrous to extol our love for God, for if we love not 
our brother whom we have seen how can we love God 
whom we have not seen? The lack of dedication and 
commitment in the average Christian can best be ex
plained in terms of his lack of love for his brethren. 
This is really what is evidenced in our lack of desire to 
assemble with the saints on Sunday night. Love is lacking 
and absence confesses it. 

What we really need is greater confidence and trust 
in Divine Healing-not the shoddy, so-called miraculous 
kind, but the healing that comes from "letting Christ 
dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may have the power to 
comprehend. . . ." Healing really comes from letting 
"the word of Christ dwell in you with all wisdom, teach
ing and admonishing one another .•• " Nothing dissolves 
emotional prejudice, hatred and bias like the healing 
power of love. Nothing can cure the deadly disease of 
avarice and egotism except the healing that comes from 
the Divine Source. Let him who proved his divinity by 
healing the sick, heal us. His prescription is "Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good unto them 
that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use 
you and persecute you, that ye may be the children of 
your Father who is in heaven." 

"How sweet, how heavenly, is the sight, when those 
that love the Lord, in one another's peace delight, and 
so fulfill the word. Love is the golden chain that binds 
the happy souls above; and he's an heir of heaven who 

, finds his bosom glow with love." 

Fml\1 FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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NEITHER YOUNG NOR OLD 
RON HIGHFIELD 

Since the church of Christ is a body, 
it goes without saying that the young 
need the old and the old need the 
young. Yet there is at some times such a 
mistrust between the two groups that it 
is impossible for them to be of mutual 
help. The young view the old as tradi
tional and conservative, and the old 
view the young as impetuous and revo
lutionary. The old play the role of the 
"status quo." They are the ones who 
have the most to lose if change occurs, 
and the young are the "have-nots," who 
have nothing to lose and everything to 
gain. The first step to a better under
standing is to accept the fact that we 
do need each other. 

What would happen to the church if 
everyone were traditional or conserva
tive? The church could not criticize itself 
or purify itself, and as a result could not 
grow to be more like our Lord. The for
feiture of the prospect of improvement 
is too high a price to pay for a com
fortable stability. It is not of him who 
said, "Be perfect as your Father in 
heaven is perfect." 

On the other hand, what would the 
church be like if everyone were a 
revolutionary? It could not function as a 
body. We woul~ not be able to work 
together to achieve any specific goal. 
For the body to build itself up on love 
there must be cooperation in the work 
of teaching, ministering to the physical 
needs of people and evangelization. 

If we were all wanting constant 
change, our worship together would be 
confusion. Human beings need much 
sameness and small amounts of change. 
How would you like being required to 
tie your shoes in a different way every
day? Traditions give us a continuity with 
the past and an identity in the present. If 
every part of the service were different, 
no one would be able to worship God. 
To reflect on one's life and concen
trate on the eternal, one must not be 
distracted by an ever changing environ
ment. C. S. Lewis put it this way, "Jesus 
said to Peter, 'Feed my sheep' not 'try 
experiments on my rats.'" 

The second step to a better under
standing of and mutual love for each 
other is honest communication. I see a 
lack of honest, open communication 
between the young questioner and the 
older person who has most of his ques
tions settled. The young person is some
times afraid to express his questions, and 
often when he does express himself, it is 
angrily. 

Why are the young so reluctant to ex
press their questions? Don't get me 
wrong. I do not believe all the blame 

rests on the older generation, but chil
dren are naturally inquisitive until they 
learn what questions are appropriate 
and what questions are not. It takes only 
a few well meaning adults to stifle a 
child's openness. For example, long ago 
while eating with a certain preacher, I 
expressed some reservations about a 
generally accepted view on a particular 
issue. He quickly reminded me that "we 
settled that issue 30 years ago." I 
thought to myself, "But I was not born 
30 years ago. Don't I have the right, and 
should not I be given the freedom to 
study it out for myself?" But I did not 
express that thought. I had "learned" 
my lesson. 

How many of our young brothers and 
sisters have "learned" what questions 
not to ask? How many have questions 
that are eating at them, questions which 
they dare to ask? I don't want to exag
gerate and I don't have any statistics but 
most of the young people I know be
tween eighteen and thirty have serious 
questions and they feel that no one is 
listening. 

Now, I take it to be self-evident that 
every person has the right (or should I 
say the responsibility) to examine, and 
should be given the freedom to examine, 
the heritage that has been handed to 
to him. Half of the church was not born 
30 years ago! They would be sinning to 
accept the opinions and traditions of 
their fathers without "searching the 
scriptures to see if these things are so." 

The Bereans were called noble be
cause they examined what they we!'e 
taught. We will not be guiltless if we 
suppress this noble spirit. The alternative 
to being open, candid and honest with 
their questions is disastrous. There is 
now going on, not a riot in the street, 
but a quiet migration. The young are 
leaving! I don't know how many. But 
from my own acquaintances many have 
left and many more are dissatisfied. 
Those who are past the stage of ques
tioning must, out of love for those who 
have not, try to listen patiently to their 
gripes, doubts, and questions. Praise 
them for wanting to do God's will rather 
than to please people. Praise them for 
their courage to express unpopular but 
real feelings. Encourage them in their 
search. 

Lest you think that I can see only one 
perspective, let me say a word to my 
revolutionary readers. When we are 
young and trying to establish an identity 
of our own, we naturally resent being 
told what to do or what to believe. 
Therefore, many of our doubts and ques
tions about traditional thinking are the 

products of our resentment toward and 
jealousy of the status quo. If we realized 
this we might better be able to separate 
our legitimate insights from our hyper
critical attitudes. You need to realize 
that someday you will be the establish
ment. I serously doubt that most of you 
will be any more open-minded when 
you become the status quo. 

Next, there is what I call "presump
tion" in favor of the old. It should be 
valid until proven invalid. It makes good 
sense to hold to what you have been 
handed by your parents and the genera
tions before them until it has been 
tested and found inadequate. Of course, 
there may come a time when one must 
break with the past. For example, Eck 
said to Luther, "How will the jews, how 
will the Turks, exult to hear Christians 
discussing whether they have been 

--~o---

Signed • Seasons In 
ALLEN CORlNELL. 

"While the earth remains, Seedtime 
and harvest, And cold and heat, And 
summer and winter, And day and 
night, Shall not cease." 
Since that was written a few stormy 

millennia have passed and earth re
mains. Through tremendous pains of 
technology a billionth or two of us peo
ple escaped to the fringe area of earth's 
gravitational force. Earth's face has been 
slightly marred by dozers in peace and 
bombs in war. Man's greatest influence 
to Earth has come through deforestation. 
It makes for the blessing of added crop
land, slowly followed by the curse of 
expanding deserts. Yet earth remains. 

The seasons also remain. Via wheels 
and wings some can choose geographi
cal changes. Everyone has ideas of im
proving on the weather. Yet man's 
genius and power unleashed against 
'these elements proves quite futile. God 
said seasons will remain. 

Seasons give us a good variety. Here 
I see white splendor, then blossom 
spangled animation, abundant nectar, 
and finally frosty brillance. Time, boldly 
and repeatedly, unfolds this panorama. 

Some say seasons start to roll past in 
quicker succession as one accumulates 
more of them. Really they don't. It is 
an optical illusion that occurs as one 
gets closer to the end of this marathon 
-or is it a fifty yard dash? 

Earth remains. Seasons continue the 
repeating sequence. While it is here, 
they will come. Man interferes with 
some things, but he can't overcome the 
force of God's system. It is a God
centered universe. Faith wells up with 
the passing seasons and through them 
God signs his work. 
Rt. 1, Box 292, Muscoda, WI 53573 
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The Necessity of Dogma 
A.J. HOOVER 

Matthew Arnold, English poet and critic, was once ac
costed by an opponent who charged, "You're getting as dog
matic as Thomas Carlyle!" 

Arnold's reply was a classic: "That may be true," he said, 
11but you overlook an obvious difference. I am dogmatic and 
right, and Carlyle is dogmatic and wrong." 

After years of observing attacks on Christians as "dog
matic," I feel that one of the greatest tragedies in the develop
ment of the English language is the current meaning of the 
adjective, "dogmatic." The root substantive dogma simply 
means a doctrine, belief or conviction. But the adjective 
dogmatic means arrogant, authoritative, dictatorial, or over
positive. 

How did this come about? Why is it thought arrogant to 
express your convictions and beliefs? Why is it deemed dic
tatorial to preach your doctrines? 

There is nothing wrong with expressing your convictions 
and preaching your beliefs. And the best proof I can give of 
this assertion is the behavior of the anti-dogmatists them
selves. They utter a dogma when they attack dogmatism. 
What is the proposition, 111t is wrong to dogmatize," but a 
dogma? I've met folks who say, "It is wrong to debate," and 
then will stand there and debate you about it! The man 
who uses dogma to attack dogma is guilty of self-contra
diction. 

The fact is, no man ought to write at all, or even speak at 
all, unless he thinks that he is in truth and the other man is 
in error. The greatest men of any age in human history are 
precisely those who come bearing a dogma, who have an 
explicit message to communicate: Moses, Christ, Luther, 
Nietzche, Darwin, Freud. Have you ever heard a great speaker 
introduced as the man who believes in absolutely nothing, 
as a great champion of total relativity? 

Such loose thinking is apparent in the words of the human-
ist, Hector Hawton: 

Humanism is distinguished from authoritarian systems in
that it offers no absolutely certain truths. It actually en
courages nonconformity. Humanism would be false to 
its own nature if it drew upon a final and dogmatic set 
of propositions and demanded that they should be ac
cepted. The Humanist does not impose dogmas but in
cites men to embark on the voyage of intellectual dis
covery and to accept only what they themselves have 
tested and found reasonable. In this quest for knowledge, 
however, the philosophy provides the most powerful of 
all navigational aids: the scientific method. 

Mr. Hawton needs to explain how a system that has no 
absolutely certain truths could detect a falsehood. If you 
are going to discover something, what will it be and how will 
you know without dogma? 

The people who attack dogmatism are sometimes the same 
ones who extol toleration. I believe in toleration myself, up to 
a point, but I deny absolute toleration because it is self-
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contradictory notion. No one can be completely tolerant 
because to have a workable system of toleration you have 
to be intolerant of the intolerant! 

There are three myths that usually go along with an attack 
on dogmatism. 

First. Some thinkers like to say that no one has the com
plete truth but that everyone has "an aspect of truth." They 
love to recite the old Hindu parable of the seven blind men 
handling different parts of the elephant and confusing the 
part with the whole. I've always been puzzled why people 
use this story to prove toleration and relativism. The man 
telling the parable obviously sees the elephant in its true 
diversity and therefore sees how limited is each blind man's 
version of the elephant. But the problem is this: those who 
use the story claim that the teller of the story doesn't exist. 
No man has the total truth; we poor mortals have only a 
portion of the truth. 

Unfortunately, I have noticed that the same philosophers 
who talk about 11aspects of truth" usually ask, like Pilate, 
"What is truth?" 

A second myth held by the attacker on dogmatism is the 
notion that scepticism produces toleration. We are told that 
the more sceptical you become the more good you see in 
everything. This is a muddle-headed notion but many people 
don't see why until you give them a parallel. This would be 
like saying, "The less I know about goodness, the more good
ness I see in the world." 

Actually, wouldn't just the opposite be true? The more 
you know about goodness the more you will see goodness in 
everything-provided it is there. If growing in scepticism 
means shedding false convictions then the cliche is true but 
if it means losing all your beliefs and convictions then it is 
false. 

The third myth pertains to the beauty of detachment. To 
study anything objectively, some say, you must have a frigid 
and aloof spirit. This may be true in some sciences, like 
chemistry, physics, or biology, but it can lead to disaster in 
the social sciences and the humanities. As G. K. Chesterton 
says, "That same suppression of sympathies, that same wav
ing away of institutions or guesswork which made a man 
preternaturally clever in dealing with the stomach of a spider, 
will make him preternaturally stupid in dealing with the heart 
of man. He is making himself inhuman in order to understand 
humanity." 

Hence, we may conclude that there are two kinds of dog
matists: those who dogmatize and freely admit it and those 
who dogmatize while criticizing dogmatism. I shall leave it 
to the reader to decide which group is the more honorable. 
Ask not whether a man is dogmatic or not, because most 
men of conviction are. Ask rather, is he right or wrong? Does 
he give any evidence for his convictions? 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Texas 79699 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNISTS 
When Dr. C. R. Nichol was an in

structor in the Bible department of 
George Pepperdine College in the early 
forties he predicted that the time would 
come when the Catholic church would 
join forces with the communist party. 
He based this prediction upon the as
sumption that the past is but a prologue 
to the future. In her quest for power, the 
Catholic church has absorbed paganism, 
why could she not absorb atheism. 

In an article entitled Catholic's Com
munist Crisis by joseph P. Kamp, Spot
light Reprint from September 3, 1979 we 
see the beginning of the fulfillment of 
Brother Nichol's prediction. A case in 
point is illustrated by a meeting at the 
Catholic La Farge Institute in 1966 which 
was conducted to program Catholic 
support for communism. In attendance 
were john C. Bennett former president 
of Union Theological Seminary with a 
record of 25 affiliations with communist 
fronts; Eugene Carson Blake, one of the 
founders of the World Council of 
Churches which is said to be financing 
terrorists bands which have been mur
dering people in Africa; Robert F. 
Drinan, Catholic priest, leader in the 
communist front National Lawyers Guild 
and a member of congress, along with 
others of such ilk. 

One prominent participant was the 
red agitator Bayard Rustin who helped 
these people bring Dr. Roger Garaudy, 
a member of the French Communist 
party to the United States for a "dia
logue" to brainwash Christendom. 

This conspiracy to use Christians to 
further the cause of communism is re
corded in the july, 1966, issue of Public 
Affairs wherein comrades are told how 
to win religious friends and influence 
Christians. Communist leader Gus Hall 
specifically calls for "dialogue between 
Catholics and communists." He said this 
was the "party line" and quotes from the 
World Marxist Review: "The Catholics 
are our main allies today .... " In this 
paper Dr. Garaudy says that since both 
Christians and communists are inter
ested in the betterment of man, they 
should be working together, but before 
they can work together properly Chris
tians must rid themselves of their beliefs 
in the "myths" about jesus which are 
"irrational" and "subhuman." Dr. 
Garaudy made a tour of the country 
propagating this rot. He told 2,200 
Catholic leaders at St. Louis University 
that the Catholic Church opened the 
way for dialogue with its "self-exami
nation" at the Vatican Council and that 

W. HARLAND DILBECK 

Catholics generally needed the benefits 
of communist insights. We are told that 
the Catholic audience applauded these 
statements. 

The Knights of Columbus contributed 
$30,000 to finance Dr. Garaudy's tour 
and then featured an editorial in support 
of his thesis that "anyone who has 
studied the fantastic growth of world 
communism in the past half century has 
no doubt that many valuable insights 
can be gained through honest dialogue 
with its inherents .... History indicates 
that Marxism has produced samples of 
fervor, dedication, motivation and social 
consciousness that shame many a Chris
tian." 

Dr. Garaudy, at a workshop at Catho
lic Manhattan College to reduce "ideo
logical differences between capitalism 
and communism"' and to "sow on other 
American campuses the seed from which 
similar workshops would spring," sought 
further 11dialogue." These workshops 
were financed by the Carnegie Institute 
for International Peace. 

In Communist Czechoslovakia, while 
celebrating Red May Day in 1967, Dr. 
Garaudy heard Dr. Eric Kellner, head of 
the Catholic Paulus Society of West 
Germany say: "We are seeking concilia
tion with the communists. . . . Our 
starting point is that the scientific future 
of man requires a NEW Christian theol
ogy." 

That fall the Institute for Religious and 
Social Studies at the jewish Theological 
Seminary heard former Catholic priest, 
Antonias Verrkamp, warn that anti
communism is irrational fear based upon 
ignorance and that "this sort of anti
communism is the legal heir to medieval 
anti-Semitism, and that it might grow at 
any time to the unseen horrors of nazi 
anti-Semitism. We are not here to fear 
Marxists, even less to fight them. but to 
listen to them and to cooperate with 
them in the construction of a humanized 
world." 

That same fall the Ford Foundation got 
into the act and financed the winter 
edition of Dialogue edited by liberals 
from the various Lutheran bodies. This 
issue devoted its entire oversized edi
tion to the "Christian-Marxist dialogue. 
In this issue Baptist theologian Dr. Har
vey Cox "defended" this "Christian" 
position of Marxism and said that 
Marxists have the right answers. Said he: 
"Will Christians, who have preached the 
virtue of humility for centuries, be able 
to humble themselves enough to accept 
correction from Marxists?" 

In january, 1977, Rabbi Marc Tannen
baum, director of interreligious affairs 
of the American jewish Committee, at 
the "interreligious institute" at Catholic 
Loyola University in Los Angeles, called 
on Catholics 11to pursue dialogue be
tween religion and society and between 
Western religions and other religious 
faiths and ideologies such as Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Marxism and 
atheism." 

The American Jewish Committee is 
said to have contributed more than one 
million dollars to Yale's Divinity School 
for various research projects and sur
veys of Protestant textbooks and other 
literature. The Anti-Defamation League 
has spent even more on similar re
searches of Catholic textbooks and pub
lications. 

Rabbi Tannenbaum even helped two 
Catholic nuns rewrite a series of text 
books calculated to reach ten million 
Catholic pupils in the next ten years. 
With what results? In the lesson telling 
about the money-changers being driven 
out of the temple, our Lord was pic
tured as a vampire. In the crucifixion 
scene, jesus is shown with the head 
of a horse and the body of a man. 

The Anti-Defamation League paid the 
University of California five hundred 
thousand dollars for a "study" that would 
11prove" that Christianity was principally 
responsible for 11anti-Semitism," and for 
Hitler's 11holocaust," which was sup
posed to have murdered six million 
jews. The results? The adoption by 
Vatican II of a resolution which ab
solved the Jews of any responsibility for 
the death of Christ. 

Following this the ADL got the Uni
versity of California to co-sponsor, along 
with the Vatican, a worldwide "dia
logue" in Rome to further Christian, 
Marxist and atheist collaboration in 
which 4,000 participated. It convened 
March 22, 1969. "Nine prominent Amer
ican scholars and two distinguished 
Marxists from behind the iron curtain" 
were at the conclave to discuss their 
mutual interests and goals, among 
which were serious and spirited at
tempts to condone abnormal and im
moral sex practices, to approve use of 
marijuana, heroin and LSD, and to 
justify riots and insurrections. 

Has all this "dialogue" weakened 
Christianity and strengthened commu
nism? "The building of the kingdom of 
Christ on earth is more and more asso
ciated with the communist reconstruc-

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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The Scholar and Preacher: A Necessary Team 
MARTY WOOTEN 

The Restoration Movement has always stood in formidable 
contrast to th e thinking of religious denominationalism, secu
larism, and existentialism. This is due to the work of credible 
translators, historians, and scholars who have insured us an 
accurate picture o f the New Testament church, thereby pro
viding a sol id basis for the application of the Restoration 
principle. Scholarship of this caliber and conviction will al
ways weather the storms of re ligious l iberal ism and skep
ticism. Yet, th is history has not been effective and fruitful 
through research alone. Th e pulpits of our brotherhood have 
served as a vital link between the scholar's work and the 
lives of members of the chu rch. Credible scholarship achieves 
its greatest potential and degree of fru i tion when it supports 
and defends the effective, practical communication of our 
preachers. 

And indeed, both the concerned scholar and preacher 
recognize this. That is, the necessity of strenuous research 
along with the type of communication which re lates that 
research practically to the various aspects of the Christian li fe. 
Scholarship must involve the discipline of " always searching" 
as well as adequate wisdom to know when to shift from ab
stractedness to the practicalities of the Christian li fe, instead 
of experiencing the attitude of " always searching, yet never 
finding." The fai lure to make that shift can leave congrega
tions and individuals unsure of the practical value of research 
and without confidence that they have the ability ·to per
sonally understand the Word of God. An unclear message is 
limited in its applicatory value, and a message incapable of 
application is a message that need not be p reached. 

Without this understanding, tension may arise between 
the work of the scholar and preacher. The former accusing 
the latter of shallowness or emotionalism and the latter accus
ing the former of irrelevancy. However, when the min istries 
of both are examined, the necessi ty of both w ill be confirmed. 
The time and effort of scholars to uncover pertinent material 
is time well spent to the preacher insuring him of accurate 
material which in turn contributes to the credibi lity of his 
ministry. Likewise, the time and effort of the preacher to lo
cate the needs of the congregation in order to properly apply 
the Biblical message is time well spent to the scho lar because 
it insures him that his efforts are not wasted and that the 
material researched is being communicated practically to the 
churches. 

In order for this appreciation to grow, the schools involved 
in training preachers and scholars must communicate the 
distinctive marks of both. Th ere are some Bible majors aspir
ing to preach that attend congregations surrounding our 
Christian colleges and Graduate schools who have almost 
exclusively involved themselves in the libraries of books 
rather than also involving themse lves fully in local congrega
tions and taking pride in doing research in the l ibrary of re
lationships, personal spiritual growth and evangelism. 
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It is sometimes argued on the basis of the three years of 
training the Apost les were involved in that preacher students 
should detach themselves from local responsibilities, takin g 
time to reflect and study in preparation for their ministries. 
However, Jesus' training of his Apostles can never be used as 
valid cri teria for uninvolvement during the training years but 
rather as evidence for a more intensified program stressing a 
sui table balance between study and involvement in all aspects 
of the Lord's work. j esus, along with teaching the Apostles, 
trained them in the marketplace of practicality. He used the 
tools of challenge ("Come, follow me and I wil l make you 
fishers of men." ), conviction (" .. . He rebuked Peter. 'Out of 
my sight, Satan!' "), example, ("For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save what was lost."), and responsibility ("These 
twelve Jesus sent out. . . "). The most powerful sermons w ill 
come from men who have not only learned the d iscipline of 
research but who also strive to understand people, thus ex
periencing what it means to motivate and lead them. That 
kind of insight w ill come only to the person who has sacri
f iced his time and energy to locate the needs of his congre
gation, has learned the ins and outs of developing spiritual 
relationships, and who knows and has experienced what it 
takes to bring people to the Lord. 

In conclusion, the strength of the Restoration Movement in 
future generations w i l l not be found in a pendulum swinging 
between an abstract inte ll ectualism and an undisciplined 
emotionalism. Only when the swinging stops w il l Christians 
have a more sol id example of the Christian life and wi ll the 
world better understand the cred ibili ty of the church and its 
foundation. Both preacher and scholar must emphasize th e 
spiritual growth of the individual Christian, a commitment to 
God and the daily application of his Word and the results of 
evangelism in the local congregation . W hen these emphases 
are not found in the local church, serious constructive dia
logue should take place to locate the reasons behind the 
failure of local churches to bear fruit for the Lord. True schol
arship will always be seriously concerned w ith what takes 
place in the local congregations and especially in the lives 
of individual Christians, because it is there that the rationale 
for research is reflected. Uncovering facts alone w ill never 
restore the church of the New Testament or bring about the 
expansion of the Kingdom. But when the meaning and im
plication of those facts are communicated practically to the 
church and world, bringing forth fruit, then both preacher 
and scholar can be confident that their labor is not in vain. 
And students who train under such men can be assured that 
the example set before th em is an im itation of the ministry 
of Christ. "Th is is to my Father's glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples." Uohn 15:8). 

2720 S.W. 2nd Ave., Cainsville, Fl. 32607 
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The Sources and Influence of Religious 
Humanism (3) 

DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Organized Humanism 
.In 1941, the American Humanist As

sociation was founded. It stemmed 
largely from Unitarianism but also re
ceived support from some Universalist 
ministers, Ethical Society leaders sci
entists and philosophers. It holds l~rgely 
to the doctrines expressed in the 
Humanist Manifesto, especially its call 
for the use of science for social welfare. 

Another . step towards organization 
was made m 1952 with the organizing 
of the International Humanist and Ethi
cal Union. This organization now has at 
least thirty-three different Huma.nist as
sociations in twenty-three countries. 

In general, both organizations share 
the principles found in the Humanist 
Manifesto. 

These principles are that reiigion is to 
be reinterpreted in terms of human 
values, (some humanists insist on re
pudiating religion altogether), that the 
go~l must be that of the complete reali
zation of human personality (this in
clu~es fosterin~ the creative and pro
motion of mental hygiene), and that the 
present profit-motivated society must be 
replaced by socialized and co-operative 
economic order. 
. Of these three propositions, the last 
!s the most ~ontroversial among human
ISts. Th7re 1s also much disagreement 
concernmg the status of religion What 
is rather universally accepted ·is the 
proposition that man's concern must be 
that of providing a better life for man 
in the here and now. 

Corliss Lamont states that the watch
word of humanism is: "happiness for 
all humanity in this existence as con
trasted with salvation for the individual 
soul in a future existence and the glori
fic?ti~~ of a . supernatural supreme 
bemg (The Phtlosophy of Humanism, 
p. 227). It accepts all beauty, all goods 
wherever they may arise. They propose 
to take all the possibilities for good and 
weave into a sustained pattern under the 
guidance of reason. Among these goods 
are those of culture, art and responsible 
citizenship. 

Those familiar with the philosophy of 
John Dewey will recognize the influence 
of Dewey's thought on Manifesto 1. 
Dewey was one of the signers of the 
Manifesto; thus one who officially en
dorsed as well as helped mould the 
thinking which is promoted by the 
American Humanist Association. 

One of Dewey's contributions to 
humanism was the distinction he drew 
between "religion" and the "religious " 
While. religion denotes a special body 
of belief~ and practices, the "religious" 
has nothmg to do with institutions or 
sy~tems. "For it does not denote any
thmg that can exist by itself or that can 
~e ~rganized into a particular and dis
tmctlve form of existence." Instead, "It 
denotes attitudes that may be taken 
toward every object and every proposed 
end or. ideal" (A Common Faith, p. 1 0). 
There 1s no special quality which may 
be called religious. 

The religious experience can be en
coun.tered in any religion but it does not 
requ1re the accompanying apparatus of 
that r~l!gion. The common characteristic 
of rellg1ous experiences is that they lend 
deep and enduring support to the 
processes of living. 

A . religious. experience is one which 
provtdes a remtegration of life, similar 
to that which religions call conversion 

· and w~ich psychologists sometimes call 
c?thars1s. Any experience which pro
~~~es m.eaning, direction or strength for 
ltvmg, 1s called religious. Thus a re
ligious. experience may occur on the job, 
or durmg recreation. The test is does it 
provide direction or strength for life. 

Part of the problem, of course is 
that many illusions provide si~ilar 
strength for long periods of time. What 
man really needs is the truth which is 
som.etimes more shattering than inte
grative. It was the claim of the religions 
that they had such truth. 

Humanist Manifesto II 
_F~rty years after the signing of the 

ongmal Humanist Manifesto a second 
manifesto was formulated and signed by 
an impressive list of intellectual leaders. 
The Preface stated that recent events had 
made the earlier document too opti
mistic. However, in the seventeen 
articles which follow, few significant 
changes are proposed, although a few 
more specific proposals are made con
cerning social legislation. 

There is repeated emphasis given to 
the belief that supernatural religion 
stands in the way of human progress. 
The first article, for example, states that 
human beings are responsible for what 
we are and that, "No deity will save 
us; we must save ourselves." 

Other propositions which are af
firmed are: (1) that ethics is autonomous 

and situational, stemming from human 
need and interest, (2) that reason and 
intelligence are the best tools for human 
progress, (3) the dignity of the indi
vidual, (4) the need for a full range of 
human liberties, (5) an open and demo
cratic society, (6) separation of church 
and state, (7) economic systems which 
are beneficial to human welfare, (8) 
moral equality and (9) commitment to a 
world community. 

One favorable change is seen in ar
ticle ten which advocates alternative 
economic systems, in contrast to the 
earlier demand for socialism; forty years 
of experience with government con
trolled programs has convinced many 
that socialism may not be the answer 
to all problems. 

From a negative standpoint, Manifesto 
II shows the leanings of humanism to
wards unlimited individual freedom. 
Article six claims: "The right to birth 
control, abortion and divorce should be 
recognized." Sexual activity, no matter 
how perverse, should be permitted pro
viding it does not harm others. 

The emphasis on freedom includes 
the freedom of religion; however, as 
taught by humanists it is more freedom 
from religion. Humanists are often found 
at the front of the ranks opposing any 
use of religion in public. 

Ironically, humanists seek the legal 
status of a religion, but attempt to con
trol governmental agencies as a po
litical force. Thus, while they oppose 
the teaching of religion in public 
schools, they eagerly seek to incorporate 
the beliefs of organized humanism into 
the curriculum. 

Finally, the emphasis on individual 
freedom leads to the extreme conclusion 
of the "individual's right to die with 
dignity, euthanasia and the right to 
suicide." 

Humanism, because of its emphasis 
on human dignity will sometimes be 
found supporting Biblical positions 
which are also based on human dignity. 

Humanism, however, since it does not 
base that dignity on man's being created 
in the image of God recognizes no limits 
other than what man imposes. 

Thus, while the humanist can settle 
questions such as abortion on grounds 
of human happiness, the Christian must 
settle such questions on the basis of 
God's word. 

Conversion of Joseph Fletcher 
One recent development should help 

Biblical believers understand the kind 
of problems they face in combating the 
social and ethical programs of human
ism. 

Joseph Fletcher, whose theory of situ
ation ethics swept over the churches 
in the 1960's, has now identified himself 
as a humanist. Writing in the 1980, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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2007 A.D.; A Prophetic Fantasy DENNIS CRAWFORD 

jared and Nancee are a young Chris
tian couple. They grew up in the 1980's 
and 1990's in an atmosphere of Chris
tian influence and their parents had 
taught them well. They are a lot like 
our children or our grandchildren. In 
fact, they could be our grandchildren. 

The year is 2007 and Jared and Nan
cee are in the middle of fall houseclean
ing. Right now they are rearranging the 
junk in the attic and their attention is 
focused on an o ld suitcase which had 
belonged to Jared's parents. As Nancee 
opens the old tattered sui tcase, they 
both look to see what's there. It's the 
usual stuff: and old watch of his dad's, 
some costume jewelry, two photo al
bums, and a stack of church bulletins 
held together by a string. 

" Hon, hand me that bunch of old 
church bulletins. Bet there are a lot of 
memories there." 

Nancee handed the bulletins to her 
husband and moved behind him so she 
could look over his shoulder. The old 
bulletins were sl ightly yellowed and 
musty but the print still stood out. 

Jared leafed through the papers quick
ly, his eyes scanning the news and notes 
page. He recognized the names of a lot 
of the o lder members and read the 
names of some people he had never 
heard of. 

Oh, look, there's the announcement 
of your birth!" Nancee pointed out to 
Jared. Jared laughed as he realized these 
1977 bulletins were as old as he was-30 
years! 

"There's the pictu re of the dedication 
of the o ld church bui lding!" j ared 
showed the picture to Nancee. 

Nancee turned away to look at some 
old coins in the bottom of the trunk as 
jared continued to shuffle bulletins. She 
looked back as Jared whispered, "Gos
pel Meeting." He repeated the words as 
if he'd heard them before but didn't 
remember what they stood for, "Gospel 
Meeting." 

"Gospel Meeting?" Nancee was puz
zled. "Oh, Yes, I remember Gospel 
Meetings! Where do you see that?" She 
looked at the bulletin that contained the 
announcement. 

"Yes, l " d almost forgotten! They were 
where the church would bring special 
preachers in to speak evangelistic mes
sages to people we brought to hear 
them. Sure I remember Gospel Meet
ings!" Jared stared as he reminisced. 
" Let's see, I wasn't very old when I at
tended our last Gospel Meeting. I re
member it was in the old church build
ing and my feet wouldn't even touch 
the floor as I sat on the bench." 

Now, Nancee was lost in nostalgia. 
Sure, Gospel Meetings were held in the 
days when people had few places to go 
and fewer things to do. And they 
seemed to have more interest in getting 
their neighbors to go with them to 
church than they do today. 

Time flew by as they rummaged 
through the old trunk. It was hard to 
believe what all had happened in the 
last thirty years. Their trip back into 
history had left them a little sad. 

Nancee reached into the suitcase and 
picked up the old coins as jared stuffed 
the old bu lletins down inside the case 
and closed the lid. jared switched off 
the light and they descended the stairs. 

"Gospel Meetings" Jared chuckled, 
" I'd forgotten all about them. 

Before reaching the stairs, jared 
turned and walked back to the suitcase 
and slowly picked up the stack of bul
letins again. On the top of the pi le was 
the one announcing the fina l Gospel 
Meeting and he remembered that he 
hadn't noticed the date on the bulletin. 
Holding the paper up to the light which 
came in from the stair.vay there was 
just enough to read the date-July 19, 
1981. 
1006 Robin Haven, Bentonvi lle, Ark. 
72712 

Follow-Up Thoughts on "Must We Divide?" 
RUBEL SHELLY 

About one year ago in this same 
paper, I w rote an article bearing the 
title "Must We Divide?" It generated 
more response-more than 90% favor
able-than any I have ever produced. 
Most of the persons who read it under
stood and appreciated its plea for th e 
maintenance of unity in the body of 
Christ. 

A few people have " raked me over 
the coals" for it and have labelled the 
article compromise, liberalism, and 
lack of love for the truth. Frankly, the 
vicious spirit of some of the articles 
and their misrepresentation of its con-
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tents have inclined me to think it point
less to respond to the criticisms. 

Perhaps enough lime has passed to 
offer some response. After all they are 
my brethren. I want to make the matter 
clear enough to set their minds at ease 
and to make possib le our mutual en
couragement of one another in the 
work of Christ. 

Here are some things which were not 
said in the article and which I do not 
believe. First, the article did not ad
vance an "agnostic epistemology" and 
imply that it is impossible to know the 
truth about divorce and remarriage, pre-

millennialism, or church cooperation. 
By careful study of the Word of God, 
one can know the truth on these and 
other matters of revelation to a certainty 
(cf. John 8:31-32; 1 Tim. 4:3). Second, 
the article did not say that division is 
never justified. The Bible says that we 
must refuse fellowship to certain in
dividuals and classes of men (cf. 2 John 
9-11; Rom. 16:17). Divorce is sometimes 
justified, but it is never desirable; God 
hates it (Mal. 2:16). Division of the body 
of Christ is sometimes justified, too, 
though never desirable; it should be 
avoided if at all possible, for it is hateful 
to God! Third, it d id not bel ittle great 
men who had to fight past battles to 
protect the purity of the faith. Harde
man, Kurfees, Nichols, Harper, Warren, 
and others of their caliber entered 
controversy with love for the truth and 
not for personal vindication. Lesser men 
went into the fray and complicated the 
task by confusing ego with love for the 
truth. The same phenomenon was wit
nessed in the first century (d. Phil. 1:15). 

Here is what the article did say
things which I still believe with my 
whole heart. First, the article pleaded 
for gentlenesss and forbearance with 
brothers I believe to be in error. That is 
biblical counsel (Gal. 6:1 ). I wi ll teach 
the truth, rebuke and speak against that 
which is false, and oppose the brother 
who is teaching error. But I w ill not 
sever fellowship until every possible ef
fort has been made to allow truth to 
have its power to change and win back 
that brother! So long as he shows an 
honest willingness to search for the 
truth, I will search with him and try to 
achieve the true unity that comes of a 
common commitment to it and its 
author. When the truth is repudiated 
and/ or behavior that is sinful is em
braced wilfully, fellowship wi ll be 
severed. Second, the article did ask for 
ca reful and honest study of the issues 
involved. Third, it urged all of us to 
separate emotions from egos f rom the 
larger concern for tru th which must 
guide us in the handling of this problem. 

We dare not "h ide our heads in the 
sand" in the face of this or any other 
issue which threatens the church. But 
neither can we afford to deal with the 
issue in a spirit other than one which 
exhibits humility, patience, and love. 

The question then was "Must We 
Divide?" With the perspective of a year, 
the answer seems more decisively to be 
a negative one. Humility, patience, and 
love are combining to create an atmo
sphere in which truth-loving brethren 
can "speak the same thing" and come 
to be "perfected together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 
1 :10). 

May it be so, Holy God! 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashvi lle, Tennes
see 37212-4991. 
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The Value of Memorizing God's Word 
JOHN WADDEY 

in addition to possessing the book of God in our homes, 
we need to deposit it in our hearts. American prisoners of 
war in Vietnam kept their faith, their sanity and their hope 
alive by sharing the Scriptures, prayers and sacred songs they 
had long ago stored up in their hearts. And thus even though 
they were deprived of the printed word, the Word was yet 
able to sustain them. Memorization takes effort and time, 
but the rewards are worth it all. 

There was a time when it was common for youngsters to 
memorize vast amounts of Scripture: at home, in home de
votions and in Bible School. Preachers quoted most of their 
verses. Some memorized whole chapters, even entire books 
of Holy Writ. Some with special talents of memory could re
cite vast portions, if not all of the New Testament. We need 
to continue to emphasize this important method of learning 
God's Word for numerous reasons. Some of those reasons 
we now share. 

God taught Israel to memorize his message. 11 
• •• these 

words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon thy 
heart; ·and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk to them when thou sittest in thy house, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6-7). 
How blest is that family where this admonition is followed. 
How many sins will be driven away before they can take 
root. How much spiritual strength will be generated! How 
better could we make certain our heavenly calling? 

Memorization . makes possible the uninterrupted com
munion of the soul with God. David wrote: "I will bless 
Jehovah who hath given me counsel; yea my heart instructeth 
me in the night seasons. I have set Jehovah always before 
me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved." 
Whether at work or travelling; in school or at some social 
event, the memorized word is there to keep us pure and to 
guide us aright. No night is so dark as to rob the mind of 
truth thus committed. 

Scripture in the heart contributes to an effectual prayer life. 
jesus tells us: "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatsoever ye will and it shall be done unto you." Per
haps this explains why so many modern disciples have bar
ren prayer lives, for the absence of his Word in our hearts 
will have the opposite effect. Since prayers must be according 
to the Divine will, one can easily see how a heart filled with 
Scripture would be more able to pray acceptably. 

The Word of God stored in the mind provides powerful 
assistance in soul-winning. From infancy Timothy had 11known 
the sacred scriptures which (were) able to make (him) wise 
unto salvation." When memorized, the gospel which is the 
power of God unto salvation is instantly available for every 
need. Whether you meet the prospect on a plane, in the 
coffee shop, or at work, you can teach him. 

The example of jesus encourages us to memorize Scripture. 
When tempted by Satan in the wilderness, the Master suc
cessfully defended himself by the Word of Divine truth stored 
up in his heart. The same will strengthen us as we "resist the 
Devil." Can any of us afford to neglect this powerful pre
ventive to sin? To be Christians means to follow his example. 

Memorization makes possible continued meditation upon 
the Word of God at all times. The psalmist wrote, "Oh how 
I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day." Again we 
read, 11Biessed is the man ... (whose) delight is in the law 
of jehovah and on his law doth he meditate day and night." 

Scripture laid up in the heart provides comfort and strength 
in times of trouble. 11Unless thy law had been my delight, I 
should then have perished in mine affliction. I will never 
forget thy precepts; for with them thou hast quickened me." 

The word in the memory will satisfy our spiritual appetite. 
jeremiah said, 11Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy words were unto me a joy and the rejoicing of my 
heart." The soul that hungers and thirsts for God's righteous
ness will cherish the words of truth securely stored in the 
depths of his being. 11Man shall not (cannot, JHW) live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth." Hear the patriarch job, 111 have treasured up the 
words of his mouth more than my necessary food." 

Victory over sin is achieved through the memorized word. 
"Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking 
hold thereto according to thy word ..•. Thy word have I laid 
up in my heart that I might not sin against thee." 

It is a vital part of the "whole armor of God" that prepares 
us for spiritual combat. Notice that none of the items of spir
itual armor can be separated from God's word. Since so much 
of the Christian's life is spent in combat, fighting the "good 
fight of faith" we cannot afford to be without ready access 
to the truth. 

Quietness and contentment accompany the word of God 
when preserved in the heart. Listen to the Spirit's Word, 
"Great peace have they that love thy law; and they shall have 
no occasion of stumbling." 

A bountiful harvest always follows when the seed of God's 
word is diligently planted in the human heart. God's word 
shall not return unto him void, but it will accomplish that 
which he pleases and prosper in the thing whereto he sends 
it. One will never be disappointed at the results when he 
takes the time to memorize the precious words of life. The 
reward will be manifold, the consequences will be realized 
even beyond the grave. 

let all of God's children daily feed upon God's word and 
store it in the memory banks of our minds that it might guide 
us in all earthly pursuits and protect our ·travel unto eternity. 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNISTS 
(Continued from page 5) 

tion of the world." Journal of the Ortho
dox Patriarchiate. The Soviet govern
ment's atheist magazine NAUKAI 
HELIGVA (Science and Religion) May 
1969, congratulated Metropolitan Niko
dim, head of the Russian Orthodox 
Christian Church, for his " modern, 
real istic approach toward communism," 
and praised the Christian community 
for "accepting communism and socialist 
systems as just, benevolent and good;" 
for its "wholehearted support of com
munism and its policies;" and for ac
cepting the communist system as " the 
kingdom of God on earth." More: "The 
social interpretation by the Orthodox 
Church is a concept of commun ist 
Christianity. . . . . (which) appeals to 
its bel ievers to get involved in the 
struggle for socialism and socialist 
ideals." 

" Pope Paul, speaking on the 75th 
Anniversary of the famed social encycli
cal, 'Rerum Novarum,' condemned 
atheistic Marxism as a "form of blindness 
which man and society must pay for in 
the end with the most serious conse
quences.' 

"It is impossible for the church, he 
stated, to support social, ideo logica l 
and political movements originating in, 
and strengthened by, Marxism, that has 
a fa lse conception of man, history and 
the world. . . ." Press Dispatch from 
Rome, June 1, 1966. 

Those of us in the Lord's church are 
not greatly concerned with the beliefs 
and practices of Catholics and Protes
tan ts, but we need to be aware of what 
is happening, and we cannot help won
dering i f Pope John Paul II w ho pledged 
himself to the same policies as Pope 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous mrollment tvilh 

two plans lo choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 
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RETIREMENT PLAN 
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LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guarar1teed rmtil 
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Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 
Platu only offered /o workers among 
Clmrches of Chris/ Foreign W' orkers 
and studmls in /raining for full lime 

work covered at same rale as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good auywbere 
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Paul will also go along with all this 
"dialogue" in spite of such press re
leases. 
4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 
91602 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
When you send In a llst o! new subscrlp

llons to the Finn Fou.ndntlon, plea.se be 
• ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after tho city and state. 

A Finn Fou.ndntlon sub•crlptlon makes a 
wonderfu l bir thday or a nniver sar y gltt. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
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SOURCES AND INFLUENCES OF 
HUMANISM (3) 

(Continued from page 7) 
Winter issue of Religious Humanism, 
Fletcher points out that the change in 
religious belief has left his ethical posi
tions unaltered. In fact, he tells us what 
we had suspected before-that he had 
reached his ethical position apart from 
religious considerations. 

Fletcher insists that this was not un
usual; that, in fact, no one, not even 
believers in God, bases ethics on the 
knowledge of God. Instead, he claims: 
"Gods are made in man's image, not 
vice versa. Morality is not based on God; 
God is based on mora lity." 

Since most are already familiar with 
situation ethics, it should be helpful to 
recognize that in meeting the challenge 
of humanism on the ethica l and social 
front, that it is the familiar theory which 
settles ethical questions, not by ob
jective standards of right and wrong 
but by considerations of human hap
piness. 

Corne With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Broclwre. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Church Financing 
to build today! 

"The Come,..tone 
of Church Financing" 

Write or Call for Free Information ... 
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Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 

It should also be helpful to point out 
to Biblical believers who are trying to 
harmonize situation ethics with the 
Bible that one of the foremost exponents 
of situation ethics now concedes that 
the theory has no need of the Bible, and 
was formulated apart from the Bible. 

Finally, another warning may come 
from Fletcher's experience. In explaining 
his rejection of faith, he states that he 
simply outgrew the need. He confesses: 
" In me the desire to believe-the wish, 

the will-just slipped away, almost im
perceptibly." 
Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

Esten Macon, P.O. Box 352, Morrison, 
Tn., Oct. 31: I am filling Sunday ap
pointments and teaching Wednesday 
Adult Bible class. I will be available for 
relocation in 1982. I preached at Cen
tertown church Oct. 25 and had two 
ladies restored. I continue wri ting my 
two weekly newspaper columns. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 
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Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
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ANNOUNCING 

1982 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(1) HAWAII 
February 18·26 

Waikiki plus outer island optionals 
Sponsored by Michigan Christian College 

(2) SOUTH SEAS 
March 20-27 

Visiting Tahiti, Bora Bora, and Moorea 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(3) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
April 24-May 1 

Via the luxurious SONG OF NORWAY 
St. Thomas, San Juan, Dominican Republic 
Sponored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(4) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL 

MEDITERRANEAN 
HOLY LAND 

LECTURESHIP TOURS 
April 22-May 3 June 10·21 October 7 ·18 

Many well known tour hosts. 

(5) SPAIN 
May 10-18 

Visiting Madrid, Toledo, Escorial, Seville, 
Cordoba, Granada, Costa del Sol 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(6) SWITZERLAND 
May 11·19 

Visiting Sl Moritz, Lugano, Lucerne, 
Zurich, Berne, Interlaken 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(7) HOlY lAND 
May 28-June 10 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by D~. Bill Humble 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(8) SCANDINAVIA 
June 8-21 

Visiting Denmark, Sweden and Norway 
Escorted by Bob and Sharon Barnhi ll 

(9) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 14-26 

Visiting Seattle, lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

Escorted by Charles Hodge 

(10) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 16·30 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France, England 

Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Steven Lemley 
and Mr. David Davidson 

(11) 1982 WORlD'S FAIR 
June 26-July 3 

Featuring Knoxville, Nashville, 
Gatlinberg and the Smokies 
Escorted by June Stathopulo 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES ---------. 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

FF 12-8 1 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2 0 

NAML----------------------------------------------

ADDRESS·----------------------------------------------

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(12) CHINA 
July 6-24 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Shanghai, Kweilin, 
Canton plus Tokyo and Hong Kong 

(13) 

Escorted by Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

FIFTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 7-17 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph Casey and Burton Landers 

(14) ALASKA 
July 16-26 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(15) BRITISH ISLES 
August 5-19 

Visiting England, Scotland, Ireland 
Escorted by 

Dr. Paul Faulkner and Dr. Carl Brecheen 

(16) ALASKA 
August 9·19 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse 

Plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Ralph Casey 

(17) NEW ENGLAND 
FAll FOLIAGE 

October 2-9 
Visiting Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, 

Vermont, Rhode Island 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(18) CHINA 
October 19-November 6 

Visiting Peking, Sian, Nanking, Suzchow, 
Shanghai, also Tokyo and Hong Kong 

Escorted by Dr. Virgil Trout and Richard Trout 

(19) HAWAII 

(20) 

June 25-July 5 
Visiting Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, Kauai 

Escorted by George W. Bailey 

EUROPE 
July 24-August 9 

Visiting Germany, Switzerland, 
England, Scotland, Ireland 

Including the European Lectureship 
Escorted by Jim Bill and Betty Mclnteer 
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NEITHER YOUNG NOR OLD 
{Continued from page 3) 

wrong all these years .... Would you 
put your judgment above that of so many 
famous men and claim that you know 
more than they all?" Luther replied, 
"My conscience is captive to the work 
of God. I cannot and I wi ll not recant 
anything, for to go against conscience is 
nei ther right nor safe. God help me. 
Amen." Alexander Campbell broke with 
the past in a similar way in America to 
begin the Restoration Movement of 
which we are a part. 

growth related themes, may write me at 
P.O. Box 856, Sulphur Springs, Tx. 
75842. 

JNOLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

A wise young person wi ll listen to the 
counsel of the o lder. It is a mark of w is
dom for youth to doubt its wisdom. 
What person of twenty wi ll not say that 
he is many times wiser at twenty than 
at ten? And who knows how much dif
ferent the world may look to him at 
fifty? 
1910 Bering Drive, Houston, TX 77057 

Dale Smith, Sulphur Springs, Texas: 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 

BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERIUURE DEGREE 
1\Jition Free. VA approved. Al l professors have advanced degrees in their 

specific areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-January 4, 1982 

~outf)eastern jaiblical 3lnstitute 
.J545 Chestnut Drive. Dora,111e (Atlanta) Georgia .JO.J40/ 404-458-76.JI / E. Dale McDaniel. Director 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 

The Shannon Oaks congregation will be 
increasing its staff in 1982, which w ill 
give me time for add itional workshops 
and training programs. Congregations 
interested in a workshop on "God's 
Dynamic Church," " Happiness in 
Christ," increasing leadership and teach
ing effectiveness, or other church 

P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 
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From Concept to Completion 

L.L. Sams completes 
renovation in time for Christmas 

The congregation that meets at 
University Avenue in Austin will have 

something extra to celebrate this 
Christmas season. The renovation of 

their auditorium by l. l. Sams 
includes a completely new interior 

design. 

They will have new furniture 
and new seating as well as wall

to-wall carpet, new lighting and sound 
systems and new rest rooms. In 

addition, beautiful faceted glass 
windows are being installed. 

Long the recognized leader in church 
renovations, l. L Sams provides for all 

aspects of reconstruction from 
planning and consultation to final 

execution of the job by experienced 
construction crews. 

GRfDG 
When you begin planning your church 
renovation, call or w rite l. l. Sams a nd 

Sons. r.O. Box 1430, Waco, Texas 
76703.817/ 752 -9751. No obligation, 

of course. 
Mr. Lanny Henninger, minister, observes progress. 
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c L A S s I F I E D APPROVAL GRANTED TO T.B.C. TO 
OFFER TRAINING TO VETERANS 

Advertfalng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to aceommodatG congregations 
advertiain&' meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Tennessee Bible College has been 
authorized by the Veterans Administra
tion to offer training to veterans and 
other eligible persons under laws ad
ministered by the V.A. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DJl)NVER, COLORADO 80228 
LA.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

U6 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., ZO N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:80 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628..0636. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.THA.H, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blv~ 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEw YORlt CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
.U.A.SKA.- ANCHOR.A.GID CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Aluka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA.Y A.R1DA. SCHOOL OF PBIDA.CDING 
11300 DubliD Road 

PIC!Il81UltOD, CAUforDJa 84588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 16665 16th 
Avenue .N.E .. Seattl~1 Wash. 98166. If you know 
someone moving to tne Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2276. Wo will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoonr Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnbten: Lewis Frbb:r, 714-GZZ-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473·8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, l'riAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classea, 10:16: Worahfp, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4388. Vlsltms Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
IDV A.NSVILLJD, IND., 22lOG E. HorPD A.'Yc., 
u.s. 460 mut Oppo•lto K-Hart. omoe 4'1'1-
un. Bobb7' Wade, HID. 4'16-40CS8. 
ATI"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3657." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Needed Youth Direetor/Songleader. Contact C. Q. 
Zandagriff, 600 Wedgewood, Devine, TX 78016, 
('612) 663-2892 (Elder), Church of Christ, Devine. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-Valle7' Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Picayune, MiBB. eongregntlon, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill. 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

Minister Wanted: Mature, family man with preaching 
and evangelistic experience to work with growing 
congregation. Send detailed resume to the Ward 
Street Church of Christ, P.O. Box 601, Wallingford, 
CT 06492. 

YUMA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3i) p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

"Information on Alaskan and Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941·8014, Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78366. 
Phone: 612/348-3006. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
nnd Workshop lessons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library, Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you are moving an:rwhcre in the U.S.A. or 
Canada we can put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professional Realtor. CA.LL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy, 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett. Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 
For Growth Minded Congregation Only: 38 Years In 
pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. Must relocate at once. Location 
Immaterial. Call: 616-834-7975; 616-834-8228. 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489· 
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas . 
Wanted: full time local preacher for small congrega
tion located in Central Texas. Excellent church build
ing and preacher's house. Please ·apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. 
JOY BUS "T" SHIRTS, CAPS, BUMPER STICKERS. Screen 
printed for the Brotherhood by Otts Shln Shop, 429 W. 
Yosemite Av., Manteca, Ca. 95336. Call or write for 
orice quotes (209) 239-1779. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI'BLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
"Wanted to buy books on Catholicism. Mail list, price 
and condition to P.O. Box 86, Schulenberg, TX 78956." 
Minister needed for Southern California mountain 
resort area of 15,000 people. Middle-aged man pre
ferred with several years of experience. Partial sup· 
port would be an asset. Send a resume with refer
ences, a picture, and a sermon tape to: Church of 
Christ; Box 990; Big Bear lake, CA 92315 or call Art 
Etter (714) 585·3926 or Bob Jewell {714) 585-9800. 
"Agents needed to take orders for Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectures, "A Survey of the Flnt Fifteen 
Years," Volume One. Preachers, students, etc. earn 
10o/o commission selling to local brethren. Send ref
erences and $5.00 refundable deposit to The Kingdom 
Press, Inc., P.O. Box 346, Rosiclare, IL 62982." 
AUDIO VISUAL supplies and equipment. Write for 
free catalog or contact Hemp W. Hall 214-832-4476 
Hall Publishing House #16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 
75501. 
WE DO NOT NEED A PULPIT MINISTER-We need a 
full time oersonal work minister. An experienced indi
vidual with a background In Radio, TV, and Journalism 
Is preferred. If you are Interested In spreading the Gos
pel in sunny south Florida please send resume and 
salary requirements to: Palm Lakes Church of Christ, 
16933 N.W. 57 Avenue, Miami, Fl. 33055. o/o Selection 
Committee. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FonndnftoD 
trlea to •creea ad'Yerflllln". and will nof 
knowingly take qaeatlounble ndvertl•ln". 
nut It Ia the readel"a reQoualblllb' to ID• 
veattgate. Like nny other papt"r, we- •ome
tlmea unwltttnp:Jy run na unworthy ad. 
All the old •nylu~ p:o••· before 7'0U lnveat. 
IUVt"llftlitlltt"l 

Approval applies to all four academic 
programs offered by the College. 

Prospective students should write or 
call Tennessee Bible College, P. 0. Box 
865, Cookeville, TN 38501. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-600-531-5227 
Texas 1-600-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

• 
• TOUR HOST FREE TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND 
• if you can assemble together at least 5 people to travel i 

• with you on a beautiful 8 day tour of the Holy Land and ~ 
Rome. 

PRICE: $1198.00 IN DOUBLE OCCUPANCY FROM NEW YORK 
For more information please call collect or write to: 
NAWAS WORLD TRAVEL, INC. 
5866 WESTHEIMER 

t HOUSTON, TEXAS 77057 
------ --------

(713) 975-1875 
.J 
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9th ANNUAL CARIBBEAN 
CHRISTIAN CRUISE 

& LECTURESHIP 
JUNE 19·26, 1982 

m-s Boheme 

TOUR HOSTS 

DARR ELL and LANA FRAZIER 
West Monroe, Louisiana 

7-DAY CRUISE TO FOUR PORTS: 

• Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 
• St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 
• San Juan, Puerto Rico 
• Cap Haitien, Haiti 

Departing From Miami, Florida 

LECTURESHIP THEME: 
"LOOK TOWARD THE SEA" 

BOB BROWN 
Caracas, Venezuela 

ROGER DICKSON 
Antigua, West Indies 

• Ideal shopping and sightseeing ports 

• Excellent cabin accommodations 

• No passports or vaccinations required 
• Prices start at $750 from Miami 

• Special group island tours available 

• Round-trip charter bus 'fare available from 
West Monroe, La. 

• Meet with local churches at each port stop 
and see mission efforts firsthand 

• Outstanding Bible lectures, songfests and 
fe llowship while at sea 

• CCC group dining arrangements 

• Air/Sea packages available 

DOUG PARSONS 
Midland, Texas 

Come j oin over 100 other Christif)ns from across the country and enjoy the vacation of a lifetime. 
For free color brochure on Caribbean Christian Cruise '82 , please write to: 

DARRELL FRAZIER, CCC DIRECTO R, P.O. BOX 2000, WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 
Or Call 1-800-551-5190 (TOLL FREE O UTS IDE LA.) or (318) 322-2000 
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E. W. McMillan (right) and Harvey Pruitt pose at the Min
isters and Elders dinner during the lubbock Christian College 
Lectureship. McMillan has served on the faculty, in the Bible 
departm~nt, and as president of •more of our Christian col
leges than any other man. He was a member of the faculty 
when L.C.C. was begun twenty-five years ago, and was a 
speaker on the first lectureship program. Pruitt is now presi
dent of the college. 

Austin, Texas, December 22, 1981 
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·Discipleship 
The New Testament Christians did not look upon 

the letters they received from Paul and others as gifts 
from ~eaven. ·they rightly construed them to be letters 
of criticism and correction of their waywardness. They 
were trying hard to be disciples but were finding the 
going tough. If they had had no problems we would 
have none of the letters to the churches. 

God has not given us an ordinary book to tell us 
about a super people. He has given us a super book to 
tell us about an ordinary people-and their problems 
with disciplining themselves. 

' 
There is a sense in which discipleship begins before 

baptism-even as one decides that he wants to follow 
Jesus. He must count the cost. He must crucify the old 
man. He must determine to leave all to follow Jesus. 
One must come through baptism with a will to do what 
he tells us to do and to be what he wants us to be. Sin
ers should have that attitude going into the water. Then 
they will be disciples as they come up out of the water. 

Discipleship begins with weak, feeble and faltering 
steps. One doesn't come into the Kingdom full grown. 
He comes in as a babe and can be expected to act like 
a babe until he has his senses exercised to discern be
tween good and evil. He will make mistakes and fall 
down often, but he must get up and try again. 

Commitment grows gradually. Its growth should be 
encouraged. The idea that we must not take a firm stand 
for what we believe is right because it will cause waves 
is not from the Bible. Right will be right whether we 
stand for it or not. We are obligated by our very com
mitment ·to jesus to take a stand. Moral and intellectual 
integrity demand it, even if it does cause .ripples. As 
commitment grows, so does Qpposition. When we are 
successful in following jesus, Satan is going to mount 
a combined counter offensive to defeat us. He will tell 
us that if we must be committed, let it be only periph
eral. But the disciple will be like his master, even if it 
costs him what it cost the master. It is a tragedy when 
commitment becomes a dirty word. 

The disciple discovers very quickly that when one's 
relationshrip to God is right his relationship to his 
brethren and his attitude toward the church will auto
matically be right. If his attitude toward his brethren is 
not right it is evidence of the fact that something is 
wrong with his attitude toward God. 
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The only reason one has for being called a disciple is 
be~ause he is a follower of jesus. He is a believer if he 
believes; he is a saint if he is set apart, and he is a 
disciple if he follows. 

Only after·the created stars were placed under divine 
law was it possible for them to function. Only after 
human beings submit completely to divine guidance 
can they function efficiently. The Law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul to sanctity. The Divine Pat
tern is a person, not a set of regulations, and disciple
ship is a conformation of character rather than submis
sion to a set of rules. Christian is as Christian does. He 
must put godliness into outward shape until the world 
can know that he has been with jesus. 

It seems to us that jesus says to mankind, "Listen, 
world, you have my permission to watch these twelve 
apostles of mine-watch their relationships with each 
other, and with others, and see if they are my disciples." 
The world watched, and saw, and multitudes became 
obedient to the faith. We have too many people coming 
to church with their teeth clinched. They are saying, 
"You think I have to go to church to go to Heaven?", 
and when we answer, "Yes, I do," they reply: "O.K., 
then I'll go, sing loudly and sit on the front seat!" The 
world had rather see a sermon than hear one. Unless 
discipleship causes one to go to church to worship 
rather than to make brownie points he wastes his time 
going. 

In these degenerate days there is a trend toward 
throwing off all allegiances and to demand an inde
pendence from all conforming restrictions and limits to 
personal liberty. A repudiation of God and of the lord
ship of jesus Christ is much in vogue. When man will 
not bow in submission to God it follows as the night the 
day that every evil known to society will proliferate. 

One must dismiss Christ from his life entirely and for
get him, or he must surrender to him. There is no way 
to comfortably limp between two forces. One cannot 
walk with just one foot in heaven. One is either for him, 
or against him. A complete surrender of any withheld 
area of one's life is essential to discipleship. jesus is 
either the greatest impostor earth has ever known, or 
else he is Lord. We have to make up our minds which 
he is. The demands of discipleship are total or they are 
nothing. 
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Why Is Love The Great Commandment? 

It is refreshing that so much emphasis 
is now being given to Jesus' teaching 
about love. We all know that Jesus spoke 
of love for God as the great command
ment and love for man as the second 
greatest. But why is love the great com
mandment? 

Love is the great commandment be
cause (1) it is the only effective motiva
tion for our actions, (2) it fulfills the in
tent of all other laws, (3) it lifts us above 
efforts of legal justification, and (4) it 
transcends any sense of duty. Let us 
consider each of these reasons. 

Although love is commanded, it can 
hardly be instilled by command. A hus
band cannot gain or hold the love of his 
wife or children by command. If love is 
an action of the will in response to an 
authentic command, then it is a forced 
love. Compelled love is contrary to the 
nature of love. And if the greatest of 
commands cannot be fulfilled by de
mand, we may expect the same to be 
true relating to the lesser commands. 

Love must be instilled. It comes in 
response to love rather than lawful de
mands. God 11SO loved the world" in 
order to create love for us. 11God com
mends his own love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us." Jesus took the form of man and 
died for us to gain our loving response. 
It is strikin3 that john did not say, 11We 
love because he first commanded us." 
He simply stated, "We love because he 
first loved us." Likewise, Paul recognized 
the true motivating force in our lives 
as undeserved love, explaining that "the 
love of Christ constrains us." 

There is a proper place for fear, but 
''There is no fear in love: but perfect 
love casts out fear." The motivation of 
fear will make us ineffective, for "if I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and if I give my body to be burned, but 
have not love, it profits me nothing." No 
one will be scared into heaven. The 
fearful will have their place in the lake 
that burns with fire and brimstone. Love 
is the great commandment because it is 
the only effective motivation for our 
discipleship. 

Love is the fulfillment of the law. 
There are two kinds of relationships 
governed by two kinds of law. Spiritual 
laws regulate our relationship to God 
and moral laws guide our man-to-man 
relationships. 

We would not know to relate to God 
or how to serve him if it were not re
vealed. jesus said, "If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments." God's 
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directions tell us how to serve him but 
do not define the extent of service. Our 
worship and service are expressions of 
love. One should not attend, pray, sing, 
give, etc. simply because he is com
manded to do so. He should do these 
as an expression of loving relationship. 

The person who has never read the 
Bible can fulfill the moral law in its 
general meaning. Nothing is required of 
us in our man-to-man relationship that 
is not motivated by love. Paul is em
phatic on this: "Owe no man anything, 
save to love one another: for he that 
loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the 
law. For this, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not covet, and if 
there be any other commandment, it is 
summed up in this word, namely, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbor: love 
therefore is the fulfillment of the law." 

If a person loves his neighbor he will 
not steal his money or his wife; he will 
not kill him or lie to him. This is the 
negative expression. In a positive ex
pression Jesus said, "All things therefore 
whatsoever ye would that men do unto 
you, even so do ye also unto them: for 
this is the law and the prophets." 

"This is the law and the prophets." 
"On these two commandments the 
whole law hangeth, and the prophets." 
Through the centuries, God has been 
trying to get us to love him and one 
another. That was the intent of the :aw 
of Moses and the message of the 
prophets. Love fulfills the purpose of 
God's laws. 

A legal code specifies, defines, and 
enumerates. When one meets the speci
fications, he is legally righteous and free 
from further demands of the law. How 
often must I assemble and much time 
must I spend there? How often and how 
long must I pray? How much must I 
give? What is the minimum in meeting 
the law's demands? Love is not con
cerned with minimums. What is the 
minimum that a righteous man may do 
for his wife and children? He is not 
concerned about minimums. What is the 
maximum that God accepts? I can give 
you a more definite answer to this ques
tion. God will accept all you are and all 
you have. He accepted the last two 
coins of a widow. They were not re
quired legally, but they were accepted 
as a love offering. God accepted the life 
of Stephen. 

One man will see his possessions, up
root his family, wear himself out raising 

support, take his children from their 
grandparents, and go into a land of 
poverty and filth among people of 
strange language and customs and ex
pend himself and his family in an effort 
to save the lost. Another man will not 
~ecome involved in his own congrega
tion. What makes the difference in 
these two men 1 Does law demand more 
of one than the other? No, but love mo
tivates one more than the other. 

I was brought up on the 11Christian 
duty" concept. All facets of discipleship 
became one's duty. And when a person 
forsook the Lord, he was "out of duty." 
Such a concept is foreign to the New 
Testament. the "do your duty" ap
proach is an effort to pay an obligation 
to God by meeting his legal demands. 
A hired hand performs duties. The em
ployer specifies, "You do these four 
things and then I will pay you so much." 
When the employee does the four 
specified things, he has fulfilled his duty 
and earned his pay. Nothing more can 
be demanded of his time or effort. He 
is free from the employer. And he can 
do all this with no love for the employ
er. So it is wtih us when we try to fulfill 
our discipleship through specified tithes, 
hours, and quotas instead of a full ex
pression of love. 

Jesus spoke of duty only once. He 
said in Luke 17:10, 11Even so ye also, 
when ye shall have done all the things 
that are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants; we have done 
that which is our duty to do." A person 
might become convinced that a tithe, or 
higher percentage, is required. He could 
pay that out of a sense of lawful duty 
with little or no love. But then whose 
would the remainder of his income be
Would he be free from the constraining 
influence of love in the use of it? 

While improperly motivated people 
may speak of duty, responsibility, and 
obligation, love speaks of opportunity. 
Love seeks opportunity to express itself. 
11So then, as we have opportunity, let us 
work that which is good toward all 
men, and especially toward them that 
are of the household of faith." Thus, 
love transcends any sense of duty. 

After amplifying these four reasons 
why love is the great commandment, it 
is easy to understand why Jesus would 
choose love to be the identifying char
acteristic of his disciples. 

1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 
78130 
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JESUS CHRIST AND PROPHECY 

The interpretation of Bible prophecy 
fasci nates and excites millions of people. 
Lectures on the topic are sure to draw 
large crowds. Books dealing w ith 
prophecy, especially those w hich con
cen trate on the 'end times,' stay on the 
best sell er lists. Crisis maps and judg
ment day coun t-down charts are popu
lar items in religious book stores. 

Prophets and prophecy are certainly 
a vita l part of the Bible message. From 
Abraham, the first person referred to 
as a prophet (Gen. 20:7), to john, the 
writer of the Revelation, God has used 
his prophets. Believers are urged to pay 
attention to the word of the prophets 
because it is a " light shining in a dark 
place" (II Peter 1 :19). Th e use of Old 
Testament prophecy was a prominent 
feature of fi rst century preaching (Acts 
2:16, 30; 24:14, 15; 26:22, 23, 27; 28: 
23). An emphasis on prophecy is bib li
cal. 

The question about prophecy, how- . 
ever, is not "should prophecy be em
phasized?' but rather, 'what is the 
nature of a sound emphas is on 
prophecy?' 

Paul 's words about the return of Jesus 
Christ were prophetic (I Thess. 4:13-18). 
The prediction of the Lord' second com
ing is a vi ta l part of evangelism (Acts 
1:10, 11 ; I Cor. 15:50-58; I Thess. 1:9, 
10; Phil. 3:20, 21). But the misuse of 
those prophecies endangered the faith 
of some first century bel ievers (II Thess. 
2:1-15). Prophecy is not given to pro
vide a basis fo r speculation or to satisfy 
human curi ostiy-it is related to divine 
promises w hich have been fulfilled and 
the faith which endures in patient hope 
(I Thess. 5:1 -11; Rom. 8:18-25; Acts 
1 :6-8; Matt. 24:36-44). 

From the Th essalonians to Mon
tanists in the early church to the Arma
geddon-watchers in our day, there has 
been a continuing tendency to aim the 
study of Bible prophecy at the future. 
Prediction based on intricate calcula
tions became a key feature of the 
prophetic 'specia list.' Date-setting has 
been a major emphasis in popular ap
proaches to such books as Ezekiel, 
Daniel and the Revelation. The fact 
that none of the dates has been correct 
has not dissuaded the interpreters. Peo
ple continue to be attracted to and 
confused by the latest dead-line an
nouncements. In the process, the gospel 
is lost under a tangle of line graphs and 
time charts. Thoughtful non-believers 
begin to wonder if there is, after all , any 
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basic difference between those who 
use the Bible and those who fo llow the 
astro logers. 

The aim of Bible prophecy is far re
moved from most popu lar interpreta
tions. While there clearly is a future ele
ment in the prophecies of Scri ptu re, 
fulfillment in Christ is the basic thrust of 
the New Testament use of Old Testa
ment prophecy. The confident procla
mation of that emphasis should inform 
all our teaching. The meaning of 'ful
fi llment in Christ' becomes clear in the 
following passages. 

I Peter 1:18-13. The Old Testament 
prophets wanted to know what the fu
ture held. It is of the utmost significance 
that Peter says that their search for 
meaning centered in "the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories that would fo l
low." 'Christ ... suffering ... glory'
that is the key to the key to the mean
ing of O ld Testament prophecy. 

But that mean ing is not immediately 
apparent. It was not handed to the 
ancient prophets as an 'any body can 
see that' statement. An ' intent search' 
wi th 'the greatest care' was required. 
That search reached its goal in "the 
things that have now been told you by 
those who have preached the gospel 
to you." 

The gospel, as we all know, is con
cerned wi th salvation (Rom. 1:16, 17; I 
Cor. 15:1-4). The prophets, as Peter in
forms us in verse 10, were also con
cerned w ith sa lvation. It is the glory of 
the Suffe ring Christ to provide salva
tion (I Peter 1:18-21; 2:21-25; 3:18). It 
is clear that the prophecies of which 
we read here were not primarily de
signed to describe the rise and fall of 
nations o r to diagram international 
confl icts. 

A new kind of Ruler was promised
th e Suffering Messiah who would come 
'to give his life a ransom for many.' We 
are on solid biblica l ground when we 
see the basic thrust of the O ld Testa
ment as centered in the Christ who came 
to his glory by way of the cross (d. 
john 3: 14, 15; 8:28; 12:27-33). 

luke 24:13-27. The two people on the 
road to Emmanus thought of the cruci
fi xion of Christ as the defeat of the 
ancient promises: "We had hoped ... " 
They could not imagine a Messiah who 
suffered. They thought in terms of earth
ly, military victory. Th ey could think of 
the kingdom of God only in terms of 
th e ouster of the Romans. The Old 
Testament, they would have sai d, points 

to that kind of political freedom. 
Jesus branded that view as foo lish 

(verse 25). He declared that the words 
of "Moses and all the Prophets" came to 
focus in his suffering and resurrection 
(verses 26 and 27). 

luke 24:36-47. W hen jesus appeared 
to the disciples after his resurrection, the 
first thing he did was to show the signs 
of his suffering (verse 39). After he ate 
the fish Jesus called th e disciples' at
tention to his suffering and resurrection 
and said, "Everything must be fulfilled 
that is wri tten about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms" 
(verses 44-46). 

In both of these passages f rom Luke 
24 it was jesus himse lf who explained 
how the O ld Testament was fulfill ed in 
his suffering and resurrection (verses 27 
and 45). In other wo rds, it is not self
evident that the Old Testament prophe
cies were fulfilled in Christ. People who 
had been studying the Old Testament 
for years, even those w ho believed in 
Jesus, could miss the point. We should 
heed the warnin g: the sound approach 
to prophecy must center in what Jesus 
Christ has said about its ful fillment. 

This means that the study of prophecy 
does not begin w ith current world 
events and then turn to the Bible to find 
the ir location on the prophetic time
table. It is the other way around: the 
believer begins with the Bible-espe
cially w ith those passages in wh ich the 
Lord says ' this is w hat the prophet 
means.' It would also include th e num
erous passages in the New Testament, 
especially the "all th is took place to 
fulfill w hat the Lord had said through 
th e prophet" pattern, w hich identify 
events as the fulfi llment of specific Old 
Testament promises. 

In this connection, we must remem
ber that the study of prophecy and its 
ful fi llment is not an exercise in historical 
research any more than it is an exercise 
in the expansion of the imagination. 
Here, as in all our dealings w ith God, it 
is a matter of fai th- the fai th which 
comes by hearing the word of God. We 
can be sure of the m ean ing of an Old 
Testamen t prophecy only when the 
Word of God tells us w hat that meaning 
is. 

Take Isaiah 7:1 -1 7 as an example. 
Imagine that you have never read the 
passage or Matthew 1 :18-23 before. 
Now read Isaiah's words. What do they 
mean ? W here do they point? What con-

(Continued on page 12) 
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ISAIAH 30 AND THE FALL OF AMERICA 
For what it is worth (and I would be 

the first to admit that "it" is not worth 
much at all), I am of the personal po
litical philosophy that our country needs 
a strong national defense. Indeed (again 
my opinion), national defense is the 
number one priority of government. 
Thus, I applaud the efforts of the present 
administration to strengthen our de
fense. But I do not aplaud any return 
to military strength that is not accom
panied by a return to the Almighty God 
of heaven and earth. There is abso
lutely nothing more futile than for a 
country to depend upon its own 
strength. For when the Lord comes in 
judgment against a wicked people, not 
all the missiles, bombers, and bullets in 
the world will help one iota. 

In Isaiah chapters 30 and 31 this point 
is vividly made. Assyria was a rising 
world power and threatening to destroy 
God's people. And instead of turning 
to God, who had always "fought for 
Israel" (Josh. 10:14) when they turned 
to him in faith, they looked to Egypt for 
an alliance, hoping that would deter 
the Assyrians. Listen to God's message 
to them: "Woe to the rebellious chil
dren, saith the Lord, that take counsel, 
but not of me; and cover with a cover
ing, but not of my spirit, that they may 
add sin to sin: that walk to go down 
into Egypt, and have not asked at my 
mouth; to strengthen themselves in the 
strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the 
shadow of Egypt your confusion" (Is. 
30:1-3). Let's look at several salient 
points from that reading: 

1. They "took counsel" (made plans), 
but did not consult the will of God in 
those plans. Thus, they were a "rebel
lious children." 

2. They had a "covering" all right, 
but it didn't come from the Lord. 

3. They sought to strengthen them
selves militarily, by an alliance with 
Egypt. God said such trust was a 
"shadow"-there was no substance to 
it. 

4. Thus, such an alliance was only 
going to lead to "shame" and "con
fusion," because they did not "ask at 
the mouth of God." All the military 
strength they could find would not help 
a nation that did not live righteously. 

In Isaiah 31 we have a parallel to 
these verses in Isaiah 30. Verse one of 
Isaiah 31 reads: "Woe to them that go 
down to Egypt for help; and stay on 
horses, and trust in chariots, because 
they are many; and in horsemen, be
cause they are very strong; but they look 
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not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither 
seek ths lord!" Beloved, read that verse! 
Is this not exactly what America is doing 
today? Trying to build up "national de
fense" (trusting in "horses," and 
"chariots" and "horsemen," "because 
they are many" and "very strong"), but 
not turning to God? I fear that Isaiah 
31:1 is history repeating itself. America 
has not learned the lesson God was try
ing to teach Israel 2600 years ago! And 
the lord says "WOE" to such people. 
Verse 3 tells us why military strength 
without God is useless, and the results: 
"Now the Egyptians are men, and not 
God; and their horses flesh, and not 
spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out 
his hand, both he that helpeth shall 
fall, and he that is holpen shall fall 
down, and they all shall fail together." 
How beautiful, powerful, yet frighten
ing is that verse! "The Egyptians are 
men and not God"-that's why military 
strength won't do any good without 
God. Do we honestly believe we can 
survive the judgment of God by leaning 
on our missiles and bombs? "When the 
Lord shall stretch out his hand" nothing 
will help us or save us. "For the Egyp
tians (i.e. military might) shall help in 
vain, and to no purpose" (Is. 30:7). 
When the people of America get their 
heads, hearts, and lives back in the 
Book, we will see America once again 
prosper and stand head and shoulder 
above every nation in the world. But 
we mustn't be foolish or naive enough 
to think that the Lord sees, red, white, 
and blue, and stars and stripes when he 
looks down from heaven. 

The problem with the people in 
Isaiah's day is exactly the problem we 
are having today: "this is a rebellious 
people, lying children, children that will 
not hear the law of the lord: which 
say to the seers, see not; and to the 
prophets, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits; get you out of the 
way, turn aside out of the path, cause 
the Holy One of Israel to cease from 
before us" (Is. 30:9-11). 

Never in the history of America has 
sin been so rampant, and truth so 
neglected and ridiculed. We are legally 
butchering babies and Americans are 
paying for it with their taxes; homo
sexuals are out of the closets, calling 
themselves "gay" and America is con
doning and glorifying in this putrid per
version; homes are being destroyed, 
literally by the hundreds of thousands, 
by divorce, and even many in the Lord's 

church are finding excuses for it; Ameri
cans are guzzling alcohol by the mil
lions of gallons, killing themselves and 
frequently innocent bystanders with it, 
and saturating the advertising media 
with how wonderful booze is so that 
Americans will drink more and kill 
more!; ungodly scientists are teaching 
the godless (and ridiculous) "theory" of 
evolution, training our young people 
that they are nothing more than a 
smarter species of ape (thus why not go 
out and live like it), and then ridiculing 
creationists who demand that science, 
and not philosophy, be taught in our 
science classes. 

And all the while these "bastions" and 
"pillars" of our society, claiming that we 
can't be "shackled" by religion, say to 
the prophets "Prophesy not unto us 
right things, speak unto us smooth 
things." "Don't preach the Bible, 
preacher. That's jewish fable, or at the 
least out-dated, and out-moded in our 
modern society. We need 'relevant' 
preaching-on social or psychological 
issues. Don't preach about sin because 
then our consciences might be pricked 
and we might have to change our lives." 

let me say this, as hard as it may 
sound, but I mean it with every ounce 
of my being: preachers and elders in 
the Lord's church today who buckle to 
the pressure of worldly, spineless, ma
terialistic, carnal, hell-bound members 
are not fit to serve God. The church of 
the lord must take her share of the 
blame for American's disgusting, godless 
condition in 1981. If we had, in the 
last generation, been preaching the 
Bible without fear or favor up and down 
the streets of America, and demanding 
righteous, godly living from our own 
people; if we had been shining as the 
light of the world and had been the 
moral conscience of society as we are 
supposed to be; if we had been boot
ing false teachers out of our fellowship, 
like the Bible teachers, instead of using 
and endorsing every ungodly heretic 
who wants to soften the gospel and al
low social drinking, mixed swimming, 
adultery, etc, to run rampant through 
our churches; in other words, if we had 
been practicing New Testament Chris
tianity, we would have seen a vast dif
ference in our society, because the 
nature of truth is to change people. 

In the last decade or so, we have been 
listening to a bunch of people-pleasing, 
back-slapping, number-seeking, power
hungry promoters in the church, who 

(Continued on page 11) 
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·Values Clarification: Another View 
Many citizens have recently decried 

the apparent lack of an ethical sense 
among today's youth, and indict the 
schools for failing to instill or reinforce 
a sense of right and wrong in students. 
Exactly how much of this blame correct
ly rests on parental shoulders is de
batable, but the fact remains that more 
and more adults are demanding that 
schools remedy such problems as: 

1) cheating 
2) lying 
3) theft 
4) vandalism 
5) profanity 
6) drug abuse 
7) sexual promiscuity 

Unfortunately, a shockingly high per
centage of modern homes utterly fail 
in their dutes to youth in addressing 
these critical areas. As a result, society 
breeds an increasing number of young 
adults having warped moral values and 
antisocial attitudes. What is to be the 
postion and response of the schools to 
mounting pressure from the taxpaying 
public to not only teach the three R's,. 
but to deal effectively with these prob
lems as welll 

Historically, Americans have generally 
recognized the need for schools stress
ing certain values held sacred by the 
society. These values were widely ex
pressed in textbooks from the earliest 
grades, and reinforced by teachers on a 
daily basis with parental support. It was 
understood that these basic concepts 
were to be an integral part of the cur
riculum, as they reflected the values of 
the majority of the population. These 
values included, but were not limited to, 
the following: 

1) equality of rights under the law. 
2) access to impartial justice. 
3) freedom of conscience, such as 

liberties of speech, press, peace
able assembly, petition, and re
ligion. 

4) respect for the opinions, property, 
and person of others. 

Few have seriously suggested that these 
values ought not to be stressed in 
schools; quite the contrary. Indeed, in 
the eyes of the public, schools would 
be remiss in their duties if these values 
were neglected. 

Now, however, the proverbial pendu
lum seems to have swung too far in the 
opposite direction. Rather than posi
tively asserting traditional societal moral 
values, the schools have become moral 
vacuums in which no values are ex
pressed. These seems to be a fear that 
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someone will become angry and sue 
if the schools dare emphasize the de
sirability of good qualities in the young. 
Consequently, the values education 
which once was an inherent part of a 
child's education is left to the home or 
the church or, all too often, to the 
teenage peer group and television. 

Within the last decade or so, a move
ment has gained momentum to bring 
back values to the classroom. This is a 
controversial proposal, and not all edu
cators agree on what it should include 
or how it should be conducted. Some 
proponents have indeed advocated the 
unabashed teaching of controversial is
sues and discussion of sensitive sub
jects; it is around these proposals that 
much of the fury has raged. Much of the 
storm surrounding values education ap
pears to revolve around the extent to 
which these values should be addressed 
or stressed, the scope of the content 
included in these studies, the perceived 
attempt to create fuzzy distinctions be
tween right and wrong, and the degree 
of latitude to be allowed in the tech
niques involved. 

Values education, properly executed, 
should reinforce those ideals which tend 
to strengthen traditional judea-Christian 
standards. Schools should not teach a 
particular religious creed, and have a 
duty to refrain from imposing amoral or 
immoral values in the young. Certainly, 
questionable acts or lifestyles should 
not be treated as acceptable or desirable 
alternatives, particularly in an age in 
which the media expose this behavior 
to youngsters on a daily basis. 

The opportunity for Christian teachers 
to serve as desirable role models for 
children today is enormous. Children, 
being impressionable, are frequently too 
eager to adopt any bad habits, attitudes, 
and values they observe around them, 
includig those found in the classroom, 
on either side of the teacher's desk. A 
teacher exhibiting superior moral quali
ties, instilling and reinforcing a pro
found sense of right and wrong, may 
be of infinite importance in a child's 
development. Given this fact, the need 
for implementation of values education 
by well-selected personnal in a prop
erly-considered manner reflecting the 
traditional values of the community is 
paramount. A poor selection of staff, im
proper use of technique, or unadulter
ated attempt at indoctrination do 
nothing positively for the pupils; in
stead, the results include confusion, 
controversy, and values more muddled 
than clarified. 

Values education must be examined 
infight of the following points: 

1) Teachers and school systems are 
not expected to, and must not, im
pose their own values or judg
ments on students. 

2) The best teac:her is a good exam
ple, and desirable values may often 
best be absorbed indirectly 
through imitation. 

3) Teachers and school systems 
should understand the rationale for 
values education, and know pre
cisely the purpose of the tech
niques, before employing it. Too 
frequently, it has been introduced 
as a type of student entertainment, 
as an educational fad, or on some
one's whim, without giving proper 
consideration to its place in the 
classroom and the correct and in
correct techniques in its use. 

4) Any teacher introducing valuing 
without adequate reflection, train
ing, or rationale justifying its 
productive use may be compared 
to an unguided missile-anything 
can happen. Unfortunately, these 
are the circumstances in which 
conflict arises, erroneous judg
ments are made, and students left 
confused about what is right or 
wrong. 

5) A high degree of selectivity and 
sound judgment must be exercised 
in the introduction of valuing 
skills-little is accomplished by 
angry confrontations regarding the 
appropriateness of lesson content 
or technique once the "damage is 
done." As schools are intended as 
aids in the socialization of young
sters and as promoters of good 
citizenship, the educational sys
tem must reflect the norms and 
values of the society around it, and 
foster those ideals. This should be 
done because the society demands 
it, because it is right, and be._ 
cause, from a pragmatic view, pub
lic education relies upon the com
munity for its financial support. 

6) Much of the present controversy 
reflect a misunderstanding of the 
intent of most values education 
programs, despite the fact that the 
idea and the techniques have been 
abused or misguided in certain 
cases. Anything, including this, 
which is misused or mismanaged, 
may have unfortunate conse
quences. No educationally respon
sible teacher should condone 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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Christianity and Capitalism: Friends or Foes? 
Recently at a prestigious mid-western 

University, a group of businessmen, 
scholars and ethicists came together to 
once again discuss the question, "Can 
a successful businessman be a Chris
tian?" A senior partner of a major na
tional law firm, criticized business for its 
reward system, based on self-interest 
incentives: 

If a person for the first 25 years of· 
his career is shaped primarily by self
interest incentives, to say nothing of 
the period of his educational career 
with its grades and prizes, it seems 
unlikely that we will produe corporate 
leaders who will have an adequate 
vision of the long-term good of the 
corporation and its constituencies, 
much less any broader concept of 
the common good of society. 
Whether in the spiritual realm with 

respect to heaven, or in the academic 
world of grades, or the business world 
for profits, rewards and punishments 
motivate people. This motivation leads 
to competition which requires disci
pline-self-discipline, discipline under 
civil law, and discipline under God 
which builds character (Hebrews 12:1-
11). In fact, in order to make a profit, 
the discipline of capitalism dictates that 
the businessman first satisfy the needs 
of others, much as Christianity has im
posed similar rules upon those who 
hope to "profit" in the hereafter. 

I don't believe that we can go so far 
as to claim that capitalism is some 
kind of God-given dispensation. We 
can, with reason and good conscience, 
say that a market economy and limited 
constitutional government stand or fall 
together-because both are deeply 
rooted in the nature of man. 

People are rightly concerned as to 
whether or not a tandem relationship 
between capitalism and Christianity is 
proper. There are even those who feel 
it is a grave mistake to equate capital
ism as the most compatible system to 
Christianity. 

Judeo-Christian Economic Heritage 
vs. 

Atheistic Regimented Collectivism l 
I once asked ·an audience "What's 

the difference between capitalism and 
socialism?" The reply came back, 
"Under capitalism man exploits man ... 
Under socialism it's just the opposite." 
Well, I suppose that if ignorance paid 
dividends, most of us at one time or 
another could make a fortune on what 
we don't know about economics. 

We could say that one extreme is 
statism, a system by which everybody 
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shares equally in getting the short end 
of the stick, spreading the misery evenly. 
Capitalism, at the other extreme, is the 
system which makes the stick longer. 

Let it be stated here for the record 
that, capitalism is the system for the 
working man. It does not reward the 
idle-only the man who is willing to 
work for his wages. However, page one 
of my newspaper tells me that capitalism 
without God is little better than com
munism. 

American prosperity has really been a 
by-product of the moral principles un
der which we produce and exchange 
goods and services. The strategy of those 
who would weaken our nation is to 
weaken our faith in our principles. Men 
without faith in a higher moral authority 
readily transfer their allegiance· to gov
ernmental authority. 

The concept of economic individual
ism is well stated in 11The Enterpreneur's 
Credo": 

I do not choose to be a common 
man. It is my right to be uncommon 
. . . if I can. I seek opportunity ... 
not security. I do not wish to be a 
kept citizen, humbled and dulled by 
having the state look after me. I want 
to take the calculated risk; to dream 
and to build, to fail and to succeed. 
I refuse to barter incentive for a dole; 
r prefer the challenges of life to the 
guaranteed existence; the thrill of ful
fillment to the stale calm of Utopia. 
I will not trade freedom for benefi
cence nor my dignity for a handout. 
I will never cower before any master 
nor bend to any threat. 
It is my heritage to stand erect, proud 
and unafraid; to think and act for 
myself, to enjoy the benefit of my 
creations and to face the world boldly 
and say: This, with God's help, I have 
done. All this is what it means to be 
an Entrepreneur. 

The Inseparability of Economics 
and Morality 

Right now, many of the world falsely 
think that the Scriptures are not practi
cal. They falsely believe that religion 
means to relegate one to a life of pover
ty. Although we shouldn't make a god 
of materialism, we shouldn't ignore the 
principles for prosperous living that 
have been preserved for us. Balance has 
been provided in Proverbs 30:7-9: 

7. Two things have I required of thee; 
deny me them not before I die: 

8. Remove far from me vanity and 
lies: give me neither poverty nor 
riches; feed me with food conve
nient for me: 

9. Lest I be full, and deny thee, and 
say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be 
poor, and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain. 

Nothing is more certain than this-the 
person who cannot be happy without 
money will never be happy with money. 
One has only to read the daily papers to 
see that the wealthiest are not neces
sarily the happiest. If money does not 
make people happy, neither does it 
keep them from being happy. Happi
ness is independent of money, but de
pendent upon the spirit within. 

r have always dedicated myself to 
convincing our young people that, in 
their getting of material goods, they 
should not let material good possess 
them. However, I am always urging 
young people to develop marketable 
skills so that they can earn a respectable 
living, without having to work seven 
days a week at two jobs. This frees them 
to voluntarily give· of their extra time, 
talents and money to be of aid and in
fluence to others for the good of the 
Kingdom ·around the globe. 

The average Christian American, in 
trying to cope with several decades of 
government-engineered inflation and 
the excesses of a growing welfare state, 
is up to his eyeballs in debt .. , . doubt 
that we need to make him feel guilty 
about working, saving, scrimping, and 
budgeting-especially if he genuinely 
desires to be a good steward of the 
time, talents and resources made avail
able by our Father. 

The last chapter of "God's Plan for 
Financial Success" by Leroy Brownlow 
deals with how financial success can be 
a failure. Dr. Brownlow notes ten con
ditions in which financial success turns 
to failure: 

1. When one is possessed with the 
love of his wealth; 

2. When one covets his money and 
makes it a form of idol; 

3. When pride and vanity step into 
the picture; 

4. When one doesn't enjoy his wealth 
as God commands us; 

5. When wealth makes a fool of a 
person; 

6. When a fortune is gained dishon
estly; 

7. When wealth overcomes the word 
of God in a person's heart; 

8. When one expects wealth to satis
fy all his needs; 

9. When one thinks his soul can live 
on material wealth; 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Jesus, The Friend of Sinners WALT!::~ SWAIN 

One's "image" is a very important 
thing today in many areas of life. 
Through advertising companies try to 
portray to the public certain images of 
themselves. Individuals also strive to 
present to others an image of them
selves. They may come forth as the 
"tough guy," the "nice guy," or as 
"someone concerned about you." Many 
actors and actresses fall into a certain 
image, and others always think of them 
in this way. 

At the mention of Jesus Christ, many 
today have different ideas of the image 
that he presents to us from the pages of 
the New Testament and history. The 
modernist sees Jesus as a good man, 
who taught many good things, but noth
ing more than a man. The young rebel 
sees Christ as the political activist of his 
day, and claims he is following the Lord 
in rebelling against society. The average 
person probably has an image of Christ 
as he is shown in paintings-a frail, 
timid, unassuming individual. In the 
church we may be prone to think of 
Jesus as one who came to set the world 
straight, and to correct the false doc
trines of men. 

would have been the child of a rich 
and prosperous parentage. He should 
have been born in a palace, not a smelly 
manger. But not so. jesus was born ·in a 
stable. He was born of a working class 
father, who was a carpenter, not a rich 
ruler. He was of the common people, 
and as a child lived in the town of 
Nazareth, not Jerusalem. A town that 
caused someone to ask of Jesus, "Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?" 

Our Lord lived his early years among 
the common people, and grew to ma
turity with little, if any, fanfare or pre
tense. His early life reflected his ties 
with the people who needed him most. 

Shown by His Ministry 

Following his baptism by john in the 
River Jordan, Jesus began a period of 
three years of ministry among the peo
ple. And he continued to associate with 
those of lower estate. He ate with sin
ners. (Matt. 9:11). He worked among the 
poor (luke 7:22). He preached to the 
poor (luke 4:18, 19). He spoke to and 
taught those that his own did not fellow
ship; such as Samaritans and others who 
were rejected by society. His appeal was 
to the common. people, and his greatest 
opposition came from the religious lead
ers and the socially prestigious of his 
day. 

Typical of his associations during his 
ministry is the account of the sinful 
woman, who washed Jesus' feet with 
her tears, and wiped them with her hair. 
Jesus forgave her sins, and rebuked his 
host, a Pharisee, for not showing the 
same love and compassion toward him 
as the "sinner" woman had (luke 7:36-
50). In speaking to the woman at the 
well, in John 4:7ff, the Lord broke the 
social barriers of his day. 

The main thrust of the ministry of 
Christ here on earth was toward helping 
those who needed help physically, men
tally, and spiritually. He said himself of 
his purpose on earth, "for I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners" (Matt. 
9:13). 

Shown by His Death on the Cross 
Paul writes in Romans 5:8: "But God 

commendeth his own love toward us, 
in that, while we were sinners, Christ 
died for us." And again in I Timothy 
1:15: " ... Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners .... " 

Jesus showed the greatest concern 
and love for sinners in his willingness 
to suffer and die for them on the cross. 
He made the greatest of sacrifices that a 
friend can make-he gave his own life. 

In every way, Jesus emerges from the 
pages of God's Word as the friend of 
sinners. This image of jesus stands out 
above all others. It is the image of Christ 
that the world needs to see. 
12660 Indian St., Sunnymead, Ca. 92388. 

But what kind of image of Jesus Christ 
is presented to us in the books of the 
New Testament? A careful examination 
of the four gospels may show an image 
of the Lord that few of us have really 
taken time to think about. 

Jesus himself gives us an idea of that 
image others had of him, in Matthew 
11:19, when he said, "The Son of man 
came eating and drinking and they say, 
Behold, a gluttonous man and a wine
bibber, a friend of publicans and sin
ners!" 

Salvation? Wonder What That Means? JACK EXUM 

Yes, Jesus emerges from the pages of 
God's Word as the friend of sinners. 
In Matthew 9:11 Jesus was condemned 
by the Pharisees for eating "with the 
publicans and sinners." In Luke 7:39 we 
read that the Pharisee in whose house 
Jesus was a guest, condemned him for 
allowing a woman who was "a sinner" 
to touch him. When Jesus went to eat 
at the home of Zacchaeus, Luke says, 
"And when they saw it, they all mur
mured, saying, He is gone into lodge 
with a man that is a sinner." (luke 19:7). 

Every stage of the life of our Lord re
flects the fact that he came to this world 
as a friend of sinners and the "rejects" 
of this life. From the cradle to the grave, 
Jesus was a friend of sinners. 

Shown by His Birth and Childhood 

When God sent his son into the world, 
to become a part of the very creation 
which he had made, you would imagine 
that he would have given him the best 
of everything here; and that the Lord 
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The message of the word is "Salva
tion"! Yet, have you pondered the 
meaning of that term? Saved! From 
what, with what, for what? Let's take a 
brief look in one chapter of Romans 
and see just how the term applies. 

Saved From Sin 
"What shall we say then, Shall we 

continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
(Rom. 6:1) Paul will stress in verses that 
follow an emphatic "NO," for believers 
are saved from sin. But you say "Which 
one?" Paul says in effect "all of them." 

You see, when God saves a man, he 
saves him from the principle of sin, 
delivering him from the bondage of sin, 
and lifting him out of a life of sin. "But 
God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us" (Rom. 5:7). God, through 
his son was dealing with the sins of the 
world (John 3:1). 

This was his plan from the beginning 
(Gen. 3:15) that was reconfirmed again 
and again through the patriarchs and 
prophets. This was the great mystery of 
how both Jews and Gentiles (all living 
inhabitants) would become beneficiaries 
of his grace. The blood of Christ covers, 
not only past sins, but present sins, and 

those even yet to be committed and 
lived. "By grace"-"in Christ", "Praise 
God", all sins are forgiven. 

Saved from The Power of Sin 
Paul says in Romans 6:2-11, that the 

principle of sin was dealt with in the 
death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 
All believers have DIED to the old life, 
have been buried (planted) with Christ 
in his tomb (baptism) and was raised to 
walk in newness of life. The old life 
(man) has been crucified, and the body 
of sin destroyed-and thus the dead 
have been "set free" (Saved). 

"Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of unrighteous
ness unto sin, but yield yourself unto 
God, as those that are alive from the 
dead and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God. . . . For sin 
shall not have dominion over you." 
(Romans 8:12-14). Not only are we saved 
from our past sin, we are given power 
to conquer and live above daily sins. 
This is the crux of Paul's argument, 
"How shall we that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein" (Romans 6:2). 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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Using Our Ears to Share Christ with Others 
As a boy growing up I can recall how 

often my mother would tell me that 
God gave me two ears and only one 
mouth. She suggested that that should 
tell me something. As an adult learning 
to effectively counsel I continually en
countered the need to develop as a 
good listener. Only when we learn to 
really listen to another are we able to 
be of any lasting assistance. Failure to 
listen usually results in some dispensing 
of useless or even harmful advice. 

What has all this to do with evangel
ism? After all, isn't it our task to 11tell" 
others what the Bible says and means? 
Is it not our task to 11belittle" and try 
to 11expose" error in order to enthrone 
truth? Unfortunately these ideas in their 
poorest expressions are all too common 
as we speak of evangelism. Too often the 
role of a public proclaimer (often a poor 
example of same) is confused with the 
effective personal sharing of the good 
news of jesus. 

To share Christ and to ably apply the 
11balm of Gilead" to wounded souls we 
must be able to determine where the 
wound exists. Brashly beginning far 
ahead of where a person is can be quite 
detrimental to a sharing of salvation. A 
biblical example of this can be noted in 
Acts 8 where Philip first discovered 
where the eunuch was before proceed
ing to proclaim Christ. 

In our times many expressions do not 
tell me what they once did. Hearing 
someone tell me where he (or she) now 
worships does not tell me what they be
lieve. As I am told that an individual 
believes in 11the good book" does not 
inform me as to the attitude one has 
concerning God's Word. A simple ex
pression of religious interest is hardly 
revelatory of someone's spiritual con
dition. There is a need to learn more 
from one with whom I would share 
truth. 

In attempts to communicate the love 
of God in Christ Jesus to those outside 
the body of Christ I have learned to ask 
many questions. This is not simply a 
gimmick to feign interest in them; it is, 
rather, a means of discovering where I 
need to begin with an individual. In so 
doing I listen for several things: 

1) Do I hear a tag-along question? 
Often someone. affirms their belief that 
all churches are the same, or church at
tendance isn't vital, or some other gen
erally accepted statement, and then at 
the end say softly "aren't they?" or some 
similar question that reveals an inse
curity. 

2) Do I hear a voiced specific objec
tion? I used to be turned away when 

AUSTIN H. EMERY 

someone spoke negatively about the 
Lord's church, the Bible or some other 
spiritual idea. More and more I have 
learned to listen for a specific objection 
for which I know I can later (not at the 
moment) share a response from the 
scriptures. Equally I can discover much 
by determining if the expressed objec
tion is of God or scripture, or is it con
cerning early church experience and/or 
human failure. This is a most important 
distinction that would be overlooked if 
I did not listen. 

3) Do I hear expressions of a crisis 
or a need? Often while I am presenting 
the oppportunity for a Bible study I hear 
a response that indicates a family prob
lem, a traumatic situation (ie, serious 
illness; divorce; imminent job change, 
etc.) and/or a need for some solid as
surance. Only as I listen will I be able 
to share the portion of God's Word 
which can speak to this individual. 

4) Do I hear religious confusion ex
pressed? Between early Sunday School 
times, public press, television preachers, 
radio evangelists of all kinds; literature 
distributed and door-to-door efforts by 
groups such as Mormons and Jehovah's 
witnesses it is not at all unusual to find 
folks completely confused. If I am not 
a careful listener I will often not hear 
this confusion. A result might be a lost 
opportunity at least and perhaps more 

contribution to the confusion by my 
response. 

5) Do I hear agreement and not hear 
it. I once was in a study where another 
was teaching. Twice the sinner indicated 
a desire and readiness to obey the gos
pel. The teacher, absorbed in the con
tent of teaching, had not heard this ex
pressed. Many are more ready to study 
God's Word than we suspect but if we 
are not doing good listening we fail to 
hear the readiness. 

All of this is so obvious (or is it?). 
Sometimes we confuse methodology 
with content. It is possible that we have 
been convinced that listening is in some 
manner a compromise of the gospel. Let 
it never be thought so. We are listening 
in order to know where to begin and 
how to proceed in presenting Christ and 
his glorious new covenant wherein sal
vation can be found. It is my profound 
respect for the truth and my genuine 
love for lost souls that obligates me to 
become a good listener. 

Sharing Christ is a joy. There is no 
way I can share my Lord with others 
unless we are open with each other and 
we get close to one another. Listening 
is one way that I communicate to others 
that I do care and that Christ is the 
answer to all the ills that result from sin. 
Farmington, New Mexico 

Drawing Powers of the Cross JAMES D. BALES 

After hearing what I thought was a 
balanced sermon on judgment, one fine 
person remarked to me: "It reminded me 
of the scripture, If I be lifted up I will 
scare all men unto me. Jesus did say: 
11And I, if I be lifted up from thE: earth, 
will draw all men unto myself. But this 
he said, signifying by what manner of 
death he should die." (John 12:32-33) 
It may have been that this person was 
reacting against memories of the past 
when this person heard sermons which 
were unbalanced in that they presented 
an appeal to fear with little or no ap
peal to love. However, an examination 
of the drawing power of the cross re
veals that it appeals both to fear and to 
love. Since these are the two most pow
erful motivating factors in life, we should 
not be surprised that the message of the 
cross drives us by fear and draws us by 
love. 

God's Judgment On Sin 
God's attitude toward sin can be seen 

in statements of God, and in acts of 
God in both Testaments. However, the 
greatest demonstration of the sinfulness 

of sin is found in the fact that Jesus 
Christ, who in some sense became sin 
for us in that He died on our behalf 
and in our stead, had to die in order 
for God to be just and to justify the 
sinner. Sin is so terrible that God spared 
not his own Son who died for us that 
we might escape the consequences of 
sin, which are more terrible than death 
(for otherwise why would he have died 
for us), in eternity as well as to confer 
on us certain blessings in the here and 
now. The cross tells us there is a chasm 
between man and God which has been 
caused by sin and can be bridged only 
by the cross of Christ. The warning of 
the cross against sin, and of the terrible 
consequences of sin both for us and for · 
Christ on the cross, fits in with the fact 
that there are many passages in the 
Bible which speak of sin and judgment 
for those who continue in their sins. 
The cross is a great revelation of God's 
judgment concerning sin, its nature, and 
its consequences. 

The Cross Reveals The Love Of God 
(Continued on page 12) 
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VALUES CLARIFICATION: 
ANOTHER VIEW 

(Continued from page 6) 
euthansia, abortion, incest, or the 
like before a class of impression
able youngsters, and certainly not 
in a community in whilch these 
views are anathema. Such attempts 
at indoctrination not only challege 
societal norms, but b(acken honest 
and reasonable attempts to 
strengthen desirable values. 

7) Understandable attempts to purge 
the schools of objectionable 
methods in values education must 
be limited to the particular prob
lem about which there is a ques
tion. One risks going too far in the 
effort to control what is taught and 
embraces the possibility of a class
room in which an amoral atmos
phere exists, in which no values, 
good or bad, are instilled or rein
forced. While undesirable values 
have no place, society demands 
that schools support the desirable 
ones; some moderation of zeal is 
required. 

8) Definite policy guidelines as to the 
scope and limits of values educa
tion should be promulgated and 
implemented by school systems .. 
This coherent policy avoids a ran
dom, scattergun approach to the 
problem, and lessens the possi
bility of a few teachers exceeding 
the limits of propriety. It allows the 
public greater voice in defining the 
intent and parameters of the pro
gram, and reduces the likelihood 
of the introduction of undesirable 
materials or subject matter. Public 
scrutiny would oversee the pro
gram. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two pkins to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AV AILABLB 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health R4Jes guartn~teetl until 
May ofl982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Porei1n Workers 
antl students in training jor full time 
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work co11eretl at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Co11erage gootl anywhere 

It is evident that Christians are pre
sented with an invaluable opportunity 
here. While many criticisms of the mis
handling of values education are valid, 
there also exists the opportunity to seize 
the initiative and make the program· 
work for good. Here is a splendid 
chance to further the values which, 
many now feel, are being eroded in so
ciety today. The obligation of civic
minded Christians is to encourage the 
educational system to be responsive to 
the wishes of the public, and to instill 
and reinforce desirable values. This may 
not occur without some activism, but 
the effort should be made. Why must 
Christians feel uneasy about insisting 
that the schools reflect their values, 
which are widely held? 

It is important to approach the prob
lem in a proper perspective. Nothing is 
gained by behaving in a raucous, bel
ligerant, or discourteous manner. We 
cannot assume that the schools are part 
of an attempt to indoctrinate our 
youngsters, and act accordingly. This 
will not satisfy the needs of the pupils 
or solve the problem. A well-informed 
public, cognizant of its responsibilities 
to the schools and to youth, must make 
its desires understood in a responsible 
way. If something is being done in the 
schools which bothers you, by all means 
inquire about it yourself, and take the 
time to determine the facts; don't rely 
on the statement of others. Be able to 
see the possible validity of opposing 
views, or at least respect the other per
son's opinions. Above all, remember 
that the public schools are given the 
responsibility of responding to the 
needs and wishes of all manner of 
people, including those with whom we 
differ. We must recognize that others 
may not be as interested as we in pro
moting good value in students; hence, 
the effort must be at once determined 
and diplomatic. 

The public should exercise care not to 
"throw the baby out with the bath 
water" in objecting to values education. 
Objectionable materials, subjects, or 
techniques need to be scrutinized dis
passionately with an eye toward the 

total good of the student population. 
Anything contrary to sound judgment or 
offensive to the fundamental values of 
the community should be particularly 
examined. Values education, however, 
presents a remarkable opportunity for 
Christians to positively influence the 
schools for the good, and should be 
grasped as a means of promoting the 
cherished ideals traditionally held dear. 
Let's seize this opportunity and make 
it work to the advantage of the society, 
the schools, the youth, and ourselves. 
1745 N.W. 6th Ave., Homestead, Fl. 
33030 

SALVATIONl WONDER 
WHAT THAT MEANSl 

(Continued from page 8) 
Punishment of Sin 

Paul closes the chapter with these 
words, "For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

With the 'principle of sin' destroyed, 
and the 'power to conquer sin' en
throned, the 'punishment of sin' is no 
more. We have been saved, and in all 
three ways this salvation is mirrored and 
glorified. 

We were not saved from sin to floun
der as a fish out of water. We are given 
grace and power to live the rich and 
noble life in which we have been plant
ed and raised. Neither were we saved 
from past sins only to be threatened by 
the punishment of present or future sins, 
for "The blood of Jesus Christ his son 
cleanseth us from all sin" (I john 1 :7). 
This is past, present and future sins, un
der the saving power of God in Christ. 

Hence, every believer has attended his 
own funeral, and if he glanced over his 
shoulder as he was raised, he might 
have caught a glimpse of the old life 
being buried, as he was being raised to 
walk in newness of life. We have judged 
ourselves unworthy, and thus, we came 
into Christ. He is both worthy and able. 

Stay in Christ, for there is no hope 
outside! 

Salvation is in Christ-Praise God! 
Hallelujah!! 
P.O. Box 482, Royston, GA 30662 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Admini_strator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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CHRISTIANITY AND CAPITALISM: 
FRIENDS OR FOES? 

(Continued from page 7} 
10. When prosperity harms a person 

in any manner. 
The Bible and daily life show that 

wealth can help or harm us. It is up to 
us and our attitudes and our faith in 
God. 

The Free Market and 
Christianity in Tandem 

Capitalism has a wonderful track 
record, and we should be very pleased 
to be partakers in it. If we're not, there's 
really something basically wrong. It's 
almost (but not quite) l ike reading the 
Bible and not being happy. 

One reason business people often 
seem more vital and more alive than 
others is thei r daily engagement with 
problem-solving and challenges. This is 
not to say that business people are in a 
state of bliss. Rather, as a group they 
have a comparatively strong sense of 
purpose, which their work gives them. 

Mr. Bill Waugh, founder and chairman 
of the board of Casa Bon ita, and Taco 
Bueno restaurants was kind enough to 
pass the following to me recently: 

Salute To Competition 
My competitors do more for me than 

my friends do; my friends are too polite 
to point out my weaknesses; but my 
competitors go to great expense to ad
vertise them. 

My competitors are efficient, dil igent 
and attentive; th ey make me search for 
ways to improve my service and prod
ucts. 

My competitors would take my busi
ness away from me if they could; this 
keeps me alert to hold what I have. 

If I had no competitors, I would be 
lazy, incompetent, inattentive; I need 
the discipline they enforce upon me. 

I salute my competitors; they have 
been good to me. GOD BLESS THEM 
ALL! 

Free enterprise is a social cause. It 
solves the problems of society better 
than any other system we know, be
cause it so lves the problems of the in
dividual. It does so much more, because 
it allows each of us to do and to achieve 
so much more. 

Free enterprise is an attitude, one of 
responsibi lity, of citizenship, of pride, 
of dignity and decency. Most of all, it is 
an attitude of thankfulness. For too long, 
we have emphasized its advantages 
when perhaps we should be emphasiz
ing its good news. In fact, Christianity 
and free enterprise can go hand in hand. 
Socially, they concern themselves about 
peoo\e; and together, they solve peo
ple's problems. 

The free market practices the same 
principles that Christ taught us: that we 
are important as individuals; that we are 

given certain talents by God, that we are 
to develop and use those talents to the 
very maximum; that we are to hold our 
heads high and stand erect and concern 
ourselves about fellow man, as we put 
maximum effort into reaching our maxi
mum potential. 

The Bottom Line 
Economics is the science which ex

amines the production, distribution, and 
consumption of wealth. God has so 
created the world in which men now 
live that they must of necess ity concern 
themselves with the matter of providing 
food, clothing, and shel ter for them
selves and for their dependents. 

God is concerned about man' s rela
tionship to material things .There is 
urgent need today for his people to 
concern themselves with carrying into 
the realm of economics the revealed 
will of God and the mind and spirit of 
Christ. Freedom-whether spiritual, in
tellectual, poUtical or economic-is in
divisible. People who enjoy private 
economic freedom have greater liberty 
to search for intellectual truth and per
sonal spiritual growth, in all its variety. 

The successfu l pursuit of a profession
al career in business, in education, or in 
any other area is inherently consistent 
with a righteous life. Furthermore, close 
adherence to New Testament principles 
enhances-not hinders-the probabil ity 
of professional success. And whi le 
you're at it, have a happy, secure, and 
prosperous forever. 

ISAIAH 30 AND THE FALL OF AMERICA 
(Continued from page 5) 

care nothing for truth, who tell us that 
we shouldn't "offend" people. And the 
church and America are paying the sad 
price of our fa ilure to "contend earnest
ly for the faith." America, filled w ith ma
terialism, and " having eyes filled with 
adultery," has demanded "cause the 
Holy One of Israel to cease from before 
us," and we have cap itulated. "There
for this iniquity shall be to you as a 
breach ready to fall, swell ing out in a 
hgh wall, whose breaking cometh sud
denly at an instant" (Is. 30 :13)- in other 
words, there's a crack in the dam, it is 

swelling greater and greater, and could 
bust open at any moment. 

And " Egypt" wi ll not help. When God 
gets through with sinful people the 
on ly thing that might be left is two legs 
or the piece of an ear (Amos 3:12). 
America had better realize (and some 
in the church, too) that we just might 
stink in God's nostri ls (Amos 8:1-2) and 
he's ready to vomit us up (Rev. 3:16-17). 

In Isaiah's day God used the heathen 
nation" of Israel (Is. 10:6), and it is past 
-Is. 1 0:5) to punish the " hypocritical 
nation' 'of Isreal (Is. 10:6), and it is past 
time we woke up to possibi l ity that 
such may happen to us. God told 
Isaiah in Is. 30:8 to write all this in a 
book that men might have it forever. 
The implications of that are too strong 
-we are to learn from Israel's experi
ence. Assyria was "an ensign to the na
tions" (5:26)-a sign for all time what 
God would do to ·.·:icked nations. "They 
shall come wi th speed swiftly" (Is. 5:26). 

Beloved, as our brother Paul exhorted 
us to do, let us pray for our leaders that 
they may lead us wisely, and in peace 
and righteousness. And more than that, 
that they will take counsel with God, 
and not depend solely on our own 
strength. A ll the military strength we 
can muster w lil not save us from God, 
because "the Egyptians are men, and 
not God." Therefore, may be remember 
the words of Psalms 20:7: "Some trust 
in chariots and some in horses: but we 
w ill remember the name of the Lord our 
God." 
Central Church of Christ, 1320 S. Church 
Sl., Visalia, Ca. 93277 
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DRAWING POWERS OF THE CROSS 
(Continued from page 9) 

The cross not only tells us something 
of justice and judgment, but it speaks 
of mercy overcoming strict justice. jus
tice is not destroyed in that it has been 
abolished and no one will receive ac
cording to his or her works, but the cross 
says there is mercy if we will accept it 
from God. The cross is the language of 
God's love, for love expresses itself in 
the language of suffering and sacrifice 
for the object of its love. God expressed 
his love in words and in deeds, but in no 
deed is it expressed so mightily and 
convincingly as in the cross. God so 
loved the world that He gave his only 
begotten Son for man while man was 
weak, ungodly, a sinner, and at enmity 
with God. How overwhelming: God 
loves us this much. The greatness of the 
gift, and the greatness of his mercy 
are underscored when viewed in the 
light of the greatest of the danger
perishing-to which sin exposes us (and 
brings if persisted in). He was wounded 
for our transgressions, bruised for our 
iniquities, the stroke which was due us 
fell on him, and justification, peace, and 
healing comes to us through what he 
did for us. 

In standing against one extreme let us 
not fall into another extreme. The em· 
phasis on judgment must not take the 
place of the emphasis on love and the 
emphasis on love must not ignore the 
emphasis on judgment, even though it 
causeth us, or someone in the audience, 
to tremble. 11And as he reasoned of 
righteousness, and self-control, and the 
judgment to come, Felix was terrified, 
and answered, Go thy way for this time; 
and when I have a convenient season, I 
will call thee unto me." We should not 
be of those who respond neither to 
fear nor to love. May it not be said of 
us: 110r despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness and forbearance and long
suffering, not knowing that the good
ness of God leadeth thee to repentance?'' 
(Rom. '~O~ut this appeal to God's 
goodness is i9. the midst of verses which 
warm of ~ent for those who are 
not respof13i3'e to God's goodness. How 
can we reflect on what sin did to Christ 
on the cross without finally reflecting 
on what sin will do to us if we continue 
in sin? 

If everyone were perfectly mature in 
love, love might be the only appeal 
necessary, but who in the body of Christ 
(much less those who have never ac
cepted Christ) has achieved perfect ma
turity in love? 

The goodness and the severity of God 
lead us to repentance. The gospel com
bines these and we are not supposed to 
abandon the appeal to judgment and 
fear in order to emphasize the appeal 
of mercy and love. Pe~sonally, I prefer 
to preach on love rather than on judg-
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rnent, but scriptural teaching ahd not 
my personal preference should shape 
the content of my teaching. 

JESUS CHRIST AND PROPHECY 
(Continued from page 4) 

nection do they have with tehe go,spel 
of salvation? Historically the passage is 
anchored in the time of Ahaz, Remaliah, 
Judah and Syria-no amount of re
search can pry it lose. If we approach 
the verses with a- roving imagination 
there is no limit to the directions we can 
take. 

But when we come to Isaiah 7 in the 
'hearing of faith,' that is, in the light of 
Matthew 1, we are led straight to the 
One who is lmmanuel-he who 'saves 
people from their sins.' Let us joyfully 
confess it: we, too, are foolish and 
11slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken." But the case is 
not hopeless for God has spoken and we 
can confidently say 11THIS is that which 
was spoken by the prophet!" 

What do we want from Bible prophe
cy? A world event program so we can 
follow the action? The names or symbols 
of the main actors in world events so 
we can be in the know? A positive 
identification of the anti-Christ? A chart 
of final war plans? 

If that is what we want we will never 
find satisfaction in the Bible. What God 
gives in his prophetic word is the Per
son who is Alpha and Omega, the Be
ginning and the End. (Revelation 22:13) 
Christ is the Alpha and Omega-in him 
the future has become the present! 11if 
any one is in Christ the new creation 
has come." 

He who comes to prophecy with 
jesus Christ finds fulfillment more 
glorious than minute details of end
time calendars. jesus Christ moves us 
along through world events, not by giv
ing us a time-table, but by being our 
ever-present Savior and Lord. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 
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Physica Reinforcements of Faith-Hook, Cecil 
Poor Man's Wisdom-Gardner, john 
Powerful Doctrine of Expediency, The-

Baird, James 
Power of Kindness, The--Raines, C. F. 
Preacher and His Money (1)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (2)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (3)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (4)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (5)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (6)-Crowe, Glen 
Preacher and His Money (7)-Crowe, Glen 
Preachers Between Two Criscs-Monroy, Juan 
Preachers, We Need You Back-Crews, T. B. 
Preaching-Jenkins, Ancil 
Preaching-lewis, jack 
Preaching in Homes-Walker, Richard 
Present Joy, Forever lovc-L'Roy, Elmer 
President of the United States 
"Pretexting"-lewis, Jack 
"Prove All Things" (1)-Willis, John 
"Prove All Things" (2)-Willis( John 
Putting a label on the Libera -

Chouinard, l arry 
Putting Courage Back Into Discouragement-

Kearby, Paul 
Reaching Muslims Today-Goehner, Cary 
Reaction Thcology-Chouinard, Larry 
Reading the Books of O thers-Hodge, Charles 
Reality of Morality, The (1)-Bafcs, )ames 
Reality of Morality, The (2)-Bafes, )ames 
Real Trouble with Seventh Day Adventism, The-

Bales, James 
Religion of Onesiphorous-Oiivcr, Robert 
'

1Repentancc Without Regret, A"
Marshall, Keith 

Restoring New Testament Christianity-
Riley, Jerry A. 

Rcssurreclion of Jesus, The--Raines, G. F. 
Righteousness That Exceeds-Hook. Cecil 
Risen Christ in a Fallen World, Thc-

Prout, Elmer 
Sacrificaf Symbolism In the Revelation

Taylor, Donald 
Salvation: Wonder What That Mcans

Exum, Jack 
Satan is Not Disturbed By ... -Goad, Steven 
Scholar and Praccher, The, A Necessary 

Team- Wooten, Marty 
Seeking First the Kingdom- Bales, )ames 
Seven M iles Twicc-Proul, Elmer 
Seven Thoughts From the Cross-

Goad, Steven 
Shepherds{ Tend Your Flock-Casey, )ames 
Should Af Qualified Men Be Elders

Findlay, Clyde 
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Should the Preacher Counsel-Fiatt, Bill 
Should We Notify Brethren in Advance Before 

Discontinuing Their Support-Pepper, Clayton 
Signs and Seasons-Cornell, Allen 
Sign of Love, A-Goad, Steven 
Signs of These Times-Lewis, Jack 
Silent Majority, The-Swain, Walter 
Sln-Dilbeck, Harland 
Singles: The Never Marrieds and the Church-

Exum, Ronald 
Sirl Will you Talk with Us-Pierce, Frank 
So t Soaping Sin-Swain Walter 
Some Thoughts About the Preacher's Wife-

Roper, Coy 
Sources and lnfluen,e of Religious Humanism, 

The (1)-McCampbell, Duane 
Sources and Influence of Religious Humanism, 

The (2)-McCampbell, Duane 
Sources and lnlluencc of Religious Humanism, 

The (3)-McCampbcll, Duane 
Spare the Rod and Spoil the Chlld-Exum, jack 
Speak Evil of No Man (1)-Love, David 
Speak Evil of No Man (2)-Love, David 
Spot Remover or laundry-Rix, A. 
Standing Together-fcc, R. D. 
Starved Out Emotionarty-Fcrgoson, Cordon 
Starving the Spirit-Hoover, A. ). 
Stewardship and the Meetinghouse--

Fletcher, David 
Strong Congregations-McCampbert, Duane 
Survey Among Preachers Reveals Interesting 

Facts (1 )-Baxter B. B. 
Survey Among Preachers Reveals Interesting 

Facts (2)-Baxter, B. B. 
Sympathy-Raines, G. F. 
Talk to Your Missionaries-Hawk, Ray 
Ten Incentives to Evangelism-Turner, ). ). 
Ten lost Tribes1 The--Mufflcan, Jim 
Tent makers, Ame--Kem per, G. M. 
There is a Price--Wright john 
They Changed Their Worfd-Cook, Charles 
Things I Have Learned-Marshall , Thomas ). 
1 hink on These Things-Bailey, ). C. 
Third Road, The-Tiner, John 
This Didn' t Have to Happen-Hall, Richard 
"Thou Shaft Not Worry"-Exum, Jack 
Thrill of Victory and the Agony of Defeat, 

The-Canning, Rick 
"To Cod Be The Clory"-Rilcy, j erry 
"Tomb It May Concern-Mangum, David 
Tonic of life, The-Goad, Steven 
Too llusy-McCicndon, Max 
Translation Questions (1)-Lewis, Jack 
Translation Questions (2)-lcwis, )ack 
Transmission of Religious Truth- Grlsham, Noel 
Trinity in Pers~ective, The--Harvill, Jerry 
2007 A.D. A I rophctic Fantasy-

Crawford, Dennis 
Unknown Cod, The--Thacker, Hal 
" Unless a Kernel of Wheat"-Zeigler, Daniel 
Using Our Ears to Share Christ with Others-

Emory Austin 
Validity o( Non Denominational Christianity, 

The--Swain, Walter 
Values of Memorizing Cod's Word, The--

Waddy, John 
Values Cfarilicallon Another View-Carter, Sam 
Victimless Crimes-Hall, Timothy 
Wanted More Priests-Cook, C. 
War, Which Enemy, What Weapons and 

Strategy (1)-Copeland, John 
War, Which Enemy, What Weapons and 

Strategy (2)-Copcland, John 
We Need Some Deacons Willing to "Deak"

Pace, Mike 
Westward Ho Sanna-Scott, L. 
What About "Values Clarification" In Our 

Schools-Randolph, Glenn 
What Are Our Signs Saying-Sisk, Bill 
What Do You Conceive Cod to Be-

Clayton, John 
What Do You Sec-You ng, Charles 
What Jesus Learned at Home-Jenkins, Ancil 
What Man, What Method-Howard, Eddie 568, 
What's Worrying You Today-Shelly, Rubel 
What the World Needs Now-O'Rear, Mark 
When Cod Forgives, He Doesn't Forget-

Shelly, Rubel 
"When You Pray"-Harrison, Bob 
"Where arc Gabriel's Bones or Eden and 

Gabriel's Bones"-Hoover, A. ). 
Where are the Dead-Ellis, lloyd 
Where Do We Start-Ncwsom, Ted 
Where is the Church Coing-Mclnteer, )im Bill 
Who is Willing to Fiff His Hands-

Marshall , Keith 
Whom Do the Brethren Have Faith In-

Marshall, Keith 
Who Shot the Sheriff-Thomason, Larry 
Why Be a Chris tian-Kcarby, Paul 
Why Be Good-Thomas, ). 0. 
Why Be Interested in our Free Enterprise 

System-Bales, james 
Why, Urethen, Why-Ellis, Lloyd 
Why Did I Wait So Long-Hall, Richard 
Why Is l ove the Greatest Commandment-

Hook, Cecil 
Why Preachers' Salaries Ought to be Higher 

Than "Average"-Anonymous 
Why We Can Approach God-Ice, R. 0. 
Widows and the Church-Ferguson, Everett 
Will the Real New Tes tament Church Please 

Stond Up-Jones, Jerry 
Woman's Self Respect, A.-Shelly, Rubel 
Women in the 20th Century Church

Anderson, VInce 
Word, The-leonard, Leslie 
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World Bible Schoo) Plans for N. America
Mullens, leonard 761 

World Christian Broadcasting-
Scott, Robert E. 

World in the Church, The--Swain, Walter 
Worldwide Mission, Our-Richardson, Bill 
Worship-Brown, Pierce 

641, 645 
549 
456 
246 
312 
696 
163 

Worship and Serve-Jennings, Alvin 
Worthy Woman, A-Raines, C. F. 
Wrong Attitude Toward Sin, A-Icc, R. D. 
Wrong Men in the Leadership, The--

Jackson, Hulen 
You Arc What you cat-Anders, David, D. D.S. 
You're Special-Doswell, David 
Zealots at Masada and Zealots at Jerusalem-

21' 
437 
152 

Bales, james 

OB ITUARIES 
Doggett, )esse 
Hale, Harriet 
Hard in, John 
Lang, jessie 
Mansur, W. Earl 
Merri tt , Norman F. 
Moody, Wendel 
Peebles, Milton 
Reeves, William 
Thomas, C. B. 
Thompson, Johnny 
Thompson, leroy 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene Christian Universi ty 
Abilene Christian University 
Alabama Christian College 
Columbia Christian College 
David lipscomb College 
David lipscomb College 
East Tenn. School of Preaching 
Freed Harde man College 
Harding Graduate Schoof 
Harding University 
Lubbock Christian College 
Michigan Christian College 
Northeastern Christian )r. College 
Ohio Valley College 
Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma Christian College 
Peppcrdine University 
Pepperdlne Univers ity 
Pepperdinc University 
Pepperd lne University 
Tennessee Bible College 
Western Christian College 
York College 
York College 

MISSIONARY 
Africa, Ch imafa 
East Africa 
Africa, East Kenya 
Africa, East, Uganda 
Africa, South 
Africa, T3nzania 
Africa, West 
Africa, West, Ivo ry Coast 
Asia 
Australia 
Beirut 
Bolivia, laPaz 
Orasifla 
Brazil, Campinas 
Brazil, Recife 
Brazil, Sao Paula 
Canada, Montreal 
Caracas 
Caribbean Work 
Central America, Guatemala 
Central America, Cuattemafa City 
Central America, Western Guatemala 
China 
China 
England, Cambridge 
Europe 
Fiji 
Germany, Munich 
India 
India 
Ireland, limerick 
Japan, Okinawa 
Japan, Shizouka 
Korea 
l atin America 
Mexico, Culiacan 
Mexico, Guadalajara 
Mexico, Torreon 
Navajo 
Navajo 
New Zealand 
Nigeria 
Nova Scotia 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Peru, lima 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Santiago d e Chile 
South America 
Spain 
Spain 
Sweden 
Thailand 
West Indies 
Zimbabwe 
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c L A s s I I E D 
Advertlslna' in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate coqregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable 'matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Misstons 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLlllEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DIDNVERo COLORADO 80228 
LAKB'WOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin~ St., corner of 
[rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capitaf & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:80 A.M •• 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:80 
A.M. Sun., '1:80 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0685. Worship with us-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OBA.TBA.M. N. J" Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORlC CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
.&LA.SKA. - A.NCBORAGB CBUROII OF 
OBR.IST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
refatlves or frfends In Alaska, Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 

BA.Y A.JU!1A. SCHOOL OF PRBA.CBING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleaaanton, C&llfo1'1lla 94S68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ. 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us a line, or call (206) 864-2275. We will contact 
~em ............................................................. ---

LOS ANGELES, CAL1FORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CliRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
SundBJ worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00P.M. 
Mlnisten: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

_______ ....,.;P:::;a:;;ul~H;.:.aTJJer. 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evanstellat 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
mVA.NSVILLE, IND •• :t20G B. Morgan A.ve.. 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-1tfart. Office 4'1'1· 
52n. Bobby Wade. Min. 4'18-4058. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811, 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Ber1m1an, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY. CA.LIFORNIA-Vnlley Ollurch of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
Picayune, :Miss. congregation, located near the :Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 89466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6862 

Minister needed for Southern California mountain 
resort area of 15,000 people. Middle-aged man pre
ferred with several years of experience. Partial sup
port would be an asset. Send a resume with refer
ences, a picture, and a sermon tape to: Church of 
Christ; Box 990; Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 or call Art 
Etter (714) 585-3926 or Bob jewell (714) 585-9800. 

YUMA., ARIZ.. 851 W, 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3{1 p.m. Ph, 344-3760 

"Information on Alaskan and Overseas EmploY
ment. Great income. Call 602/941-8014, Department 
666. Phone Call refundable." 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78866. 
Phone: 612/348-8005. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop leBBons on cassettes from our National 
Tape Lending Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon, Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
For Growth Minded Congregation Only: 38 Years in 
pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. Must relocate at once. Location 
Immaterial. Call: 616-834-7975; 616-834-8228. 

.fULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489-
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
Wanted: full time local preacher for small congrega
tion located in Central Texas. Excellent church build
ing and preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. 
JOY BUS "T" SHIRTS, CAPS, BUMPER STICKERS. Screen 
printe~ for the Brotherhood by Otts SIBn Shop, 429 W. 
Y~sem1te Av., Manteca, Ca. 95336. call or write for 
once quotes (209) 239-1779. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BWLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Wanted to buy books on Catholicism. Mail list, price 
and condition to P.O. Box 86, Schulenberg, TX 78956." 
AUDIO VISUAL supplies and equipment. Write for 
free catalog or contact Hemp W. Hall 214-832-4476 
~;J~1 .Publlshing House #16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 

WE DO NOT NEED A PULPIT MINISTER-We need a 
f~ll time personal work minister. An experienced Indi
VIdual with a background in Radio, TV, and Journalism 
is preferred. If you are interested In spreading the Gos
pel In sunny south Florida please send resume and 
salary requirements to: Palm Lakes Church of Christ, 
t~9~~~~~~· 57 Avenue, Miami, Fl. 33055. % Selection 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI~ 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589·7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

PR~ACHER WANTED-US ¥ilitary . congregation in 
Ka1serslautem, Germany seekmg mlmster for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1982. Four year 
commitment required. Well established congregation, 
self-supporting, located In largest US community out
side USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 

INVBSTIGA.TIDJ The Firm Foundation 
trlu to sereeu adverti•IDa-, and will not 
knowingly take queatlonahle advertising. 
But It .. 'the reader's reaponalblllf'J" to ID
ves'flgate. Like any other paper. we aome
tlmea unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
AA tbe old snylng goea, before you Invest. 
lnvestla-ntel 

Jesse W. Hampton, Gallup, New Mexico, 
October 5, 1981: We at Manuelito, N.M. 
need a sponsor for this work. We have 
Navajos that can go out and preach a 
sermon or interpret English into Navajo 
language for a white man; however, they 
need help going up against the denomina
tional missionary. We can get financial 
support but need Elders to oversee the 
work and money. We will be happy to 
come visit with you or to have you come 
see what we have in way of restoring the 
old congregation at Manuelito. 

REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE 
The Lafayette Church of Christ in 

Ballwin (St. Louis), Missouri celebrated 
her 20th anniversary in August, 1981. 
$167,000 was raised on October 25 to 
help pay for a new education wing 
necessitated by a 68% growth in con
gregational size over the past two years. 
The Rod Chisholm family was added to 
our mission work as they begin a new 
team effort in Fortaleza, Brazil. This for
eign work compliments the church's 
national work in Hayesville, North Caro
lina and Keene, New Hampshire. 

A Firm FowadatloD auhacrlptlon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary dft. 

ernplqyees 
0-J: 

cboR.cbes OJ= CbR.fst: 
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•'• • • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ................. $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 

· at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefrts 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can bo found In the group book
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.f.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Ser'lling the Neetl of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Arrange Your Summer Schedule Now 
Make The Most Of Your Summer 

Harding University 

Bible Workshops 
August 2-5, 1982 

Searcy, Arkansas 

Stimulating, inspirational Bible-centered workshops in 13 different areas will be 
presented three days - along with dynamic lectures to the entire assembly each 
night following 30 minutes of congregational singing with Ray Walker of Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Workshops in this year's program include: 
Biblical Studies, Topical Studies, Mental Health, Christian Homes, Youth, 
Preachers, Church Growth, Church Leadership, Teacher Training, Visual Aids, 
Death and Dying, Mass Media and Evangelism. 

Nightly Topics Monday- Jesus as the Consummation of All Things Avon Malone 
Tuesday - Jesus As The Lord of Our Lives Jerry Jones 
Wednesday - Jesus As Our Coming King Jimmy Allen 

Registration information. housing information and costs available by writing: Dr. Jerry 
Jones, chairman. Harding University Bible Department , Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 



Vol. 99, No. 1 

ONE ~UND~ED FIFTY YEARS AGO t.his week-on January 1, 
1832, m Lexmgton, Kentucky a meetmg was held that united 
the Campbell and Stone movements. The uni ty thus achieved 
spread like wildfi re. It is fitting and righ t that the picture of 
the o ld Cane Ridge meeting house, whe re Stone preached, 
grace the front page of the Fi rm Foundation this week. The 
Firm Foundation is still dedicated to the production of the 
same unity on the same bases as that which characterized 
the meeting of 150 years ago. Bill Humble begins a series o f 
4 very worthwhile articles on this theme in this week's issue. 
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Austin, Texas, January 5, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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99 YEARS 
Your Firm Foundation today is marked "Vol. 99, No. 

1." That means that with this issue we begin our ninety
ninth year of continuous publication. 

Ninety-nine years of continuous publication is some 
sort of a record. There are few publications, religious or 
non-religious in America that have such a record. 

The Firm Foundation began as a weekly publication 
and is today the only general interest, subscription sup
ported, unsubsidized weekly publication in our brother
hood. 

The Firm Foundation began in 1884, partially at least, 
as a means of public protest against the growing practice 
of accepting sectarian baptism. In the intervening years 
it has held a Bible centered course in addressing the is
sues of the day. There is no doubt that there have been 
some mistakes made during those years because its edi
tors have all been human, but they have been few and 
far between. Search the country over, and where the 
Firm Foundation's influence is the greatest the church is 
the strongest. 

As the world shrinks and communication becomes 
more dependent upon the preciseness of written co~
munication. The importance of our gospel papers w1ll 
increase. At a time when we need them most we are 
letting them die of nonsupport. A number o~ publi.ca
tions became extinct during 1981, and others, mcludmg 
some of our greatest and with the longest history, have 
been forced to cut publication dates from weekly to bi
monthly. Increases in postage rates and the cost of labor 
and materials threatens to force every publication we 
have to the wall. 

Frankly, the only hope we see for the survival of any 
of them lies in better support and backing from a con
cerned brotherhood. 

We have a lot of complaints about Bible School litera
ture. Most of what we have is warmed over denomina
tional stuff. Why is this true? It is true because it takes 
more than a million dollars to put out a single graded 
series of literature, and none of our publishers has that 
kind of money-especially when the investment is then 
subject to the whims, prejudices and veto powers of a 
fickle market that really doesn't care about content, just 
so the colored pictures on the covers are pretty. 
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Papers that last for 99 years are not run to please, they 
are run to teach truth. Every cancelled subscription by 
an irate subscriber whose private ox has been acci
dentally gored is a testimony to the faithful course of a 
publication. From every growing tree some leaves will 
fall. It never kills the tree, now, of course, if they shower 
down untimely, that's different! 

It has long been our conviction that the most sensible 
expenditure a church will ever make is made when it 
sends a gospel paper-any sound gospel paper-into 
the home of every member. A bundle each week at the 
door of the meeting house is better than nothing by far, 
but only the strong pick them up, and that only oc
casionally. What we need is 12 to 20 good, sound, well 
written gospel articles going right inside the homes of 
the weak as well as the strong every week of the year. 
That will build a strong church. And the cost is pennies 
compared to some of our other expenditures for in
effective teaching. Articles in· the Firm Foundation
check them if you will-are written by the finest thinkers 
we have in the brotherhood. We believe elders of 
churches have an obligation to make these writings 
available every week, in the homes of members. Most 
will spend more money on a three-day shot-in-the-arm, 
mini-meeting than this weekly capsule for a year would 
cost. Most any physician would opt for a time-released, 
year-long acting medicine for the kind of disease we 
have, rather than a one-shot, and then only the "faith
ful" who attended it. 

There is immense unrest in the denominational world. 
There is a thirst like the world has never seen in the non
religious world for truth they realize they do not, and 
have never had, a thought revolution is in progress. 
Sleepy churches and stuck-in-the-mud leadership are 
going to be left behind. The future belongs to those who 
seize the minds and challenge the thinking of the 
people, what better way is there to do it than with 
simple, basic, faith building literature? If there is a better 
way, use this one: enroll as many thinkers as you can 
among the readers qf the Firm Foundation. Its 99th year 
will be an important year to a lot of people. 

FIRltl FOUNDATION 
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Why Do Beliefs Change? 
.JOHN .J. WRIGHT 

What is it that brings about change in one's beliefs? What 
produces alterations in one's doctrinal position? How is it that 
one may honestly pursue the truth, arriving at a firm and 
definite conclusion? Then, years later find his pursuit of that 
same truth produces an equally definite but different con
clusion? What causes changes in one's faith? 

Digression? Certainly this is to be blamed, sometimes, for 
faith change. With the passing of time we simply forget the 
reasons behind our conviction. Shortly after our reasons are 
gone our convictions fade away also. 

Compromise? We grow weary of the battles and scars 
brought on by conviction. In response, we may find a way 
of bending the truth to the shape of our convenience. 

Newly acquired data? Facts which were not available "be
fore" now prove themselves to be fundamental. The reception 
of those facts demands that we either change our position or 
hide. 

The challenge of life? THIS, undoubtedly, brings about 
more change in our "theology" and "doctrine" than any other 
factor. Life struggles force upon us questions we've never 
asked before. Once asked, those questions produce new an
swers. At best, our "old answers" were born in a previous 
struggle, world, and culture, perhaps even responding to 
someone else's questions. Often, though, such "answers" 
have been handed down to us, having been the product of 
an "arm-chair query." Such answers may be well polished 
with logic, proof-texts and academics. Nevertheless, they 
prove themselves useless, responding to the wrong questions 
-questions produced by ivory-tower theology-not life. 

At this point, someone may charge that this is "experiential 
theology not Biblical theology"-that it's doctrine based on 
"emotions rather than fact." Others will cry that we are "com
promising truth" by forcing it to accommodate 'itself to our 
sinful world. "The world," it is charged, "becomes the stan
dard by which one measures Truth, rather than Truth serving 
as the standard by which the world must be judged." 

Such a charge, however, is not necessarily so. What one is 
dealing with is the matter of REALITY. And, reality is, unde
niably, one dimension of truth. If we attempt to isolate our
selves from reality, we, in so doing, isolate ourselves from 
truth. Please consider: 

(1) None of the Biblical Truth which we have packaged 
between our black leather bindings was delivered in a sterile 
laboratory. All of it confronted life in a real-world, sin-con
taminated community. And, it worked! It changed lives. It 
healed wounds. It raised the dead. It was truth that never ran 
from life as it existed. It confronted the reality of life head-on! 

(2) Many of our "interpretations of that truth," however, 
have been born, bred, and brought to full maturity within the 
safe confines of a sterile environment. And, like a ship still 
in dry dock that has been unchallenged by tide and wind, 
those interpretations tend to look pretty sound. But, just as a 
ship cannot be tested while yet in dry dock, truth cannot be 
confirmed while it relaxes casually within the air-conditioned 
study of a preacher, the platform of a debator, or in the class
room of the Christian College. Certainly, truth may be in-

spected within the context of one or more of these settings. 
It may be analyzed there and dissected there. Many of the 
flaws of an idea may even be exposed there. Yet, the real test 
of any supposed truth must take place on the street, in the 
market place, at the factory, office and home. The imperative 
question is, "Does it work?" 

(3) God's truth works! Its power transcends geography, 
time, and culture. It is not so small and limited that we must 
re-stage a primitive setting so as to enable it to work. The 
potency of truth is greater than that. 

It is not uncommon for one to attempt to present God's 
truth to present-day challenges of life-and be disappointed. 
11 1t doesn't work!" we cry. "Lives are more greatly distressed 
-not healed. Faith is destroyed-not built up. Believers are 
severely imprisoned-not set free." As a result, some have 
carelessly jumped to the conclusion that 11God's Truth is in
adequate!" "Its usefulness died with the antiquated era in 
which it was born." PERISH THE THOUGHT! Let us never 
blame God for our own incompetence. It is not God's Truth 
that is lacking, but rather, our handling of it! The "positions" 
we have formulated from our understanding of that truth is to 
be blamed. These "positions" must be allowed to pass 
through the fire of real life and so be purified. 

We need to realize that each position we hold, on what
ever subject, represents our effort to package (interpret) God's 
Truth for use in our world and time. Let us be very careful that 
we do not seek to preserve our packages at the expense of 
God's Truth. To do so is to stand before the severe rebuke of 
jesus as we "leave the commandment of God, and hold fast 
the tradition of men." 

It is imperative that serious consideration be given by our 
generation to "our position" on the subjects: Unity, Divorce 
and Remarriage,· Congregational Leadership, Evangelism 
Methods, How To Build Strong Homes, and a host of other 
issues of life. 

Throwing up smoke-bombs such as suggesting that we're 
"tampering with God's Truth" will help no one. Wallowing in 
paranoia with the cry that "there is a conspiracy to restructure 
the church" will prove equally destructive and useless. The 
call is for us to stop passing-off "our position" as God's Truth 
merely to lend "our position" more clout. Let us have the 
courage to look again at the Divine Documents, approaching 
them with the questions of our time. Let us challenge those 
documents to provide us guidance for the real-life world 
confronting us today. I believe we will find ourselves amazed 
how adequate God's Word is once we get our antiquated 
packaging out of the way. 

Beliefs change as our understanding of God's Truth is con
fronted by the challenge of life. Truth does not change! But, 
my grasp of it must. Otherwise, I unwittingly become Truth's 
enemy! Let us never be afraid to ask the questions. For, it 
is in that bold confrontation of Truth in our life-walk with 
God that faith is born for our generation. And, it is by that 
faith that we will live! 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 
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Jan. 1.. 1982-Anniversary of Unity (1) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

january 1, 1982 marks an anniversary of great importance 
in the history of our restoration movement in America. It was 
on January 1, 1832-exactly 150 years ago-that a meeting 
was held in Lexington, Kentucky, that united the Stone and 
Campbell movements. The unity achieved at that meeting 
sparked several decades of remarkable growth and expansion 
for the movement, and that growth, in turn, laid the founda
tion for the present numerical strength of churches of Christ 
across the United States. 

It seems most fitting, therefore, that at the 150th anni
versary of that historic unity meeting in Lexington, we should 
be reminded of the debt of gratitude that we owe to the past. 

And when differing opinions about so many issues seem 
to threaten our brotherhood today, perhaps the example of 
the past will strengthen our commitment to our oneness in 
Christ. 

The Work of Stone 
The work of restoring New Testament Christianity was 

begun in Kentucky thirty years before the unity meeting at 
Lexington. The most influential leader in the work was Barton 
W. Stone (1772-1844). Stone went to Kentucky in 1796 and 
began preaching for a little Presbyterian church at Cane 
Ridge. The historic log church, built in 1791, is still there, now 
protected from the weather by a larger building. 

Early in Stone's ministry, he began to agonize over the 
Calvinistic theology of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
which Presbyterians followed. When asked at his ordination 
(1798) whether he accepted the confession, Stone replied, 
"I do as far as I see it consistent with the Word of God." 
Stone's problems with Presbyterianism grew more serious as 
the result of a great "camp meeting" revival that occurred at 
Cane Ridge in August, 1801. Thousands came to the little log 
church, camped out in the woods, and the revival continued 
day and night for nearly a week. Baptist and Methodist 
preachers joined with Presbyterians in proclaiming the free 
grace of God for all. This was so alien to the Calvinistic the
ology of the Presbyterians that the Presbyterian revivalists 
were charged with heresy, and in 1803 Stone :md four other 
preachers renounced their church. 

The five preachers organized their own Springfield Pres
bytery, but a few months later they decided there was no 
Biblical authority for such an organization and disbanded it. 
"The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery" 
(1804) announced their decision. Their presbytery was to 
"die and sink into union with the body of Christ at large," 
and they called upon people everywhere to throw their 
creeds into the fire and "take the Bible as the only sure guide 
to heaven." 

In 1804 the group began calling themselves "Christians" 
to the exclusion of all human names. They faced the question 
of baptism in 1807 and began to practice immersion. Many 
other preachers, such as Baptist john Mulkey, embraced the 
"back to the Bible" plea, and by the 1820's the work was 
spreading "like fire in dry stubble," to use Stone's words, 
across Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. 

Reformers from Ireland 
Meanwhile, the plea to lay aside creeds and go back to the 

Bible was being heard in other parts of America. Thomas 
Campbell (1763-1854) was a well-educated Seceder Presby-
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terian minister who migrated to America from Ireland in 1807. 
After settling in southwest Pennsylvania, he soon found him
self at odds with his church. He left the Presbyterians in 1808 
and published the Declaration and Address a year later. The 
Declaration was a passionate plea for the unity of all Chris
tians to be achieved by going back to the Bible and restoring 
New Testament Christianity. It was Thomas Campbell who 
coined the familiar plea, "Let us speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where it is silent." 

Alexander Campbell (1788-1866) joined his father in 
America in 1809, and within a few years the mantle of leader
ship passed from father to son. A year of intensive study con
vinced Alexander Campbell that New Testament baptism 
was immersion, and he was immersed by a Baptist minister, 
Mathias Luse, in 1812. Soon the one little congregation of 
the Campbells, the Brush Run church, was a church of im
mersed believers, and in 1815 it joined the Redstone Baptist 
Association. For the next fifteen years the Campbells worked 
as reformers within the Baptist church. There were many im
portant events during those years: Alexander Campbell's 
"Sermon on the Law," his debates with Walker, MacCalla, 
and Robert Owen, the Virginia Constitutional convention, and 
his articles about the "ancient order" in the Christian Bap
tist. And there was Walter Scott's evangelism with its em
phasis on baptism for the remission of sins. 

The "Disciples" (a name Campbell preferred) or "Reform
ing Baptists" were never typical Baptists, and as this became 
obvious, a separation was inevitable. When it was over 
around 1830, the Campbell restoration had grown from a 
single Brush Run Church to a movement counting thousands 
of members. 

Early Contacts 
The two restoration movements had begun independently 

of one another-without knowing that others were groping 
toward the same goals. But through the decade of the 1820's, 
the movements began to encounter one another, especially 
in Ohio and Kentucky. 

Alexander Campbell first visited Kentucky in October, 1823, 
to debate a Presbyterian minister named MacCalla. Campbell 
sensed that Kentucky Baptists were so receptive to his views 
that he returned to Kentucky in 1824 for a three-month 
preaching trip. He visited Georgetown, the home of Barton 
s'tone, and met Stone for the first time. Campbell had begun 
his first journal, the Christian Baptist, in 1823, and it was 
soon widely read among Kentucky Baptists. 

There were also contacts between the two movements in 
Ohio. When the Mahoning Baptist Association selected 
Walter Scott as its evangelist in 1827, three Christian preach
ers were present at the association meetings. The remarkable 
power of Scott's preaching and the novelty of stressing im
mersion for the remission of sins impressed Christian preach
ers in Ohio. One of them, j. E. Church, wrote Barton Stone 
and asked his views about Scott's "novel" approach to evan
gelizing. Stone commended it and predicted that "it will 
become the universal practice, though vehemently opposed." 

As contacts between the two movements increased, it was 
obvious to preachers of both movements that they shared 
many basic beliefs and goals. And some began to ask, "Can 
we be one?" (More to follow in additional articles.) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 5, 1982 



Church growth. It's a much discussed 
subject today; and with good reason. 
When we read the Acts account and 
observe the conversion rate of the early 
church, 11explosive evangelism" is the 
only adequate way to describe what 
Luke shows us there. Even a cursory 
reading will not allow us to escape the 
all too obvious reality: there is an em
phasis on numerical growth. 

Look at the statistics. In the first chap
ter of Acts the jerusalem church was 
nothing more than a small, ragged regi
ment of one hundred and twenty be
lievers. But in chapter two that fellow
ship swelled by nearly 3,000. In one 
day! By the end of the chapter the con
version of souls had become a daily oc
currence. Only two chapters later the 
ranks of the believers had swollen to at 
least 5,000 just among the men. As if 
this growth were not phenomenal 
enough, in chapter five Luke informs us 
that 11 

• •• more than ever believers were 
added to the Lord . . ." And to let us 
know that the gospel message was ap
pealing equally to both sexes, he writes 
that the new conversions were 11

• • • 

multitudes both of men and women". 

Evidently, even when there was strug
gle in the early church there was such 
an emphasis on proclamation that growth 
still occurred. While the murmuring was 
going on, so was the ministry of the 
Word. So much so that 11 

••• the Word of 
God increased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 
and a great many of the priests were 
obedient to the faith." 

Not only in struggle, but even in 
the midst of persecution their numbers 
grew. Following the death of Stephen 
the rank-and-file members of the church 
were "scattered throughout the region 
of judea and Samaria ... " Fortunately, 
as they were scattered physically they 
also scattered spiritually. For Luke tells 
us ". . . those who were scattered went 
about preaching the word." And as al
ways, when the Word is preached, the 
church grows. So ". . . the multitudes 
gave heed to what was said . . ." and 
once again the Lord's body experienced 
numerical growth 

The growth of the church and Luke's 
accounting of it goes on and on in the 
book of Acts. I think it haunts us a bit 
that our 20th-century results fall so short 
of that kind of growth. And well it 
should. The gospel has not changed, nor 
its power to convert. But we have. 

CHURCH GROWTH 
VERNON RAY, JR. 

There can really be only one of two 
reasons for our failure to enjoy the kind 
of harvest of souls that our first-century 
counterparts did. Either we don't under
stand the mission of the Lord's church 
-to seek and save the lost, or we under
stand it but choose to ignore it. Person
ally, I would like to plead ignorance for 
myself and all my brothers and sisters. 
But no doubt the familiar words of Jesus 
in Matthew 9:37 are closer to reality: 
11 

• •• the harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few ... " 

There is nothing noble about being a 
prophet of doom, however. It is easy to 
point out a predicament. It is much 
more difficult (as well as much more 
productive) to point out a solution. Per
haps the following suggestions will in 
some way help us as Christ's people to 
once again live out his dream: " ... pray 
therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest." 

1. Commit yourselves to behaving 
daily as members of "a royal priest
hood." The apostle Peter spells out the 
duty of each member of that priesthood: 
11 

• •• that you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light." Ac
cording to that passage we are mem
bers of a 11Chosen race," a "royal priest
hood," a "holy nation," 11God's own 
people!" Too long we've allowed our
selves to enjoy (or think we could en
joy) the privileges of such membership 
without accepting the responsibilities. 
We .have fooled only ourselves. 

Peter is trying to tell us that member
ship in those divine fraternities is not 
honorary buf purposeful . . . so "that 
you may declare . . ." His wonderful 
deeds. It is obviously not a passive life
style that we are being called to. Per
haps the oft-used dictum finds its bibli
cal basis right here: "Every Christian a 
missionary. Every friend a mission field." 

2. Tailor-make your own evangelistic 
approach. There are plenty of biblical 
models from which to choose. It's the 
message that is nonnegotiable. The 
method for presenting the message, 
however, is open to change and modi
fication. There are only two cardinal 
criteria for evaluating an evangelistic 
method. First, is it biblically acceptable 
(i.e., does it maintain the integrity of 
the one to whom the gospel is being 
presented)? And second, does it work 
... for youl 

That's a simple but important question 
to answer because what works for one 

congregation of God's people will not 
necessarily work for you. For example, 
campus ministries can be very effective 
evangelistic tools. But it would be fool
ish to have a campus ministry in a city 
without a campus! Silly? Sometimes we 
approach such absurdity in trying to 
adopt the evangelistic methods of one 
another in a blind and wholesale fash
ion. 

The biblical precedent appears to be 
rather simple: Use what you need, when 
and where you need it, for as long as 
it works. Learning and borrowing from 
other brothers and sisters who are being 
fruitful is fine, as long as the necessary 
adaptation takes place. But evangelistic 
cloning has a very dim future in any 
fellowship. It will wound more souls 
than it heals. 

3. Major in the who instead of the 
what. We have tried doing so many 
things. Now let's try being evangelistic. 
It's a matter of lifestyle, not gimmickry. 
jesus' method was to give his life, 
whether to a greedy, little man in a tree, 
an immoral woman by a well, a lame 
man laying in misery beside a pool-or 
even on a Roman cross. And he calls us 
to that same method. 

Far too long we have been preoccu
pied with method and technique, hop
ing that if we chanced upon the right 
combination we would have found the 
panacea for all our evangelistic ills. But 
the emphasis is going to have to be 
placed on people, not programs. People 
who will. go all the way to the lifestyle 
of self-sacrifice for the sake of a lost soul. 

But then, that's no more than it cost 
our first-century brothers and sisters to 
share the gospel with an unbelieving 
world. In fact, before the end of the first 
century, the word for witness and the 
word for martyr had become the very 
same Greek word. The word is martus. 
Originally it meant "one who witness
es," not "one who is martyred." But in 
the age of 11explosive evangelism" and 
great harvests-one came to follow the 
other. To proclaim Jesus to an unbeliev
ing world is always to court the cross, in 
the first century or the twentieth. Per
haps that is why church growth just 
isn't what it used to be. Unfortunately, 
we will either have to pay the cost of 
evangelizing the world now . . . or we 
will pay the cost of not doing it . . . 
later. 11But exhort one another every day, 
as long as it is called 'today.' " 
8725 jefferson Highway, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70809 
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A Case For Special Group Singing 
Several recent articles have come 

across my desk answering the question 
concerning the "rightness" of special 
group singing and solos in a spiritual 
framework. Being a music major in my 
college days and a preacher of the 
gospel today, I venture some suggestions 
of moderation on this ticklish subject. 
I also risk alienation from some brethren 
who seem to relish drawing lines and 
creating hitherto non-existent issues 
about which to withdraw fellowship. But 
here goes anyway. If I am mistaken, 
please correct me gently for I do not 
intend to be the final word on this 
matter. 

Many brethren have written that it is 
unscriptural tC' have special singing 
groups or occasional solos while assem
bled as a religious gathering. It seems to 
me that we do not have scripture to 
support such a position. Some say it is 
all right to have special groups if they 
sing after the dismissal prayer. Others 
say solos and quartets and choruses can 
sing at our lectureships but not at our 
worship services. Frankly, I see little 
difference. If it is wrong to sing with a 
piano in assembly then it is wrong to 
sing with a piano at home or in one of 
our ~Christian schools if it is a praise 
song to God. If it is wrong to have group 
singing in worship to God in assembly 
then it is wrong at home or elsewhere. 
location doesn't neutralize worship. 

God requested [commanded] that we 
sing. If I may trust the accuracy of my 
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, there 
are some twelve references to the sing
ing of psalms and hymns in the New 
Testament. Two of these references are 
quotes· of Old Testament psalms to sup
port an idea being discussed by the writ
er (Rom. 15:9; Heb. 2:12). Three of these 
references are found in the book of 
Revelation and, of course, are shrouded 
in apocalyptic language. There are two 
references found in Matthew and Mark 
which simply record the fact that Jesus 
and the apostles sang a hymn after the 
lord's Supper was instituted. The re
maining five scriptures deal directly with 
songs offered by Christians after the 
church was established and will have 
direct relationship to the discussion here 
(Acts 16:25; I Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; 
Col. 3:16; James 5:13). 

We are found wanting for passages 
telling us exactly how we are to offer 
our a capella songs. We do know that it 
must be done in spirit and in truth. But 
the form our stnging takes is a matter 
of cultural conditioning and opinion. It 

E 

STEVEN CLARK GOAD; 

seems to me that expediency would rule 
regarding the best selection of presenta
tion for songs. I am a confirmed "shower 
singer." Occasionally I have even sung 
solo part of a song during the presenta
tion of a lesson to emphasize a point. I 
sincerely believe that it would have been 
appropriate for Paul to have sung the 
psalm mentioned in Ephesians 5:14 had 
he been preaching instead of writing his 
thoughts to Christians in Ephesus. Paul 
included an excerpt of a song in his first 
letter to Timothy. 

It seems that we have more scripture 
for solos than we have for everyone 
always singing at the same time. I am 
not against congregational singing. As a 
matter of fact, I endorse it vigorously. 
It works! It is expedient. It is scriptural. 
But to say it is the only and exclusive 
method is wrong. Paul and Silas sang a 
duet in jail (Acts 16:25). [Please don't 
write and remind me that the two of 
them constituted the entire assembly at 
that time. I know that.] Each one had his 
own hymn, psalm] according to 1 Corin
thians 14:26, and this was in assembly. 
Also, Paul tells us to speak to each other 
in song (Eph. 5:19). Can you imagine 
what it would sound like if we all did 
that at once [my song, your song, his 
song]? Even in conversation, speaking at 
the same time is rude and confusing. 

Someone says, "It is wrong to have a 
quartet sing in 'worship'." May I ask 
where the scripture is for that position? 
There is none! Can you imagine when 
someone first suggested that another 
note [harmonic] be added to the single 
note being sung in a song [about 800 
A.D.]? If printing had been available, I 
am sure some orthodox brother would 
haye pointed out in the Christian Hatch
et that it was unscriptural to sing in 
harmony. We won't even elaborate on 
four part harmony and some of our com
plicated congregational renditions we 
11perform" today. Remember, the King 
james Version of the Bible was opposed 
severely for a hundred years by many 
and still is today by some. Does that 
opposition make it wrong? 

Isn't how we sing found in the same 
category as how we evangelize? I think 
so! Going into all the world to preach 
was the commission, but we have 
chosen to agree that the method is up 
to the messenger. Singing is the com
mand. Why can it not be up to the 
singer[s] or elders or song leader to 
determine which method or presenta
tion is best? 

Occasionally our song leaders will 
encourage the women to sing one verse 

and the men another. This is antiphonal 
[antiphonon hymnon] and was practiced 
in the second century according to extra
Biblical historians. Is this unscriptural? 
Is it a sin to have special soprano or alto 
or bass parts within a song? And if so, 
or if not, who has taken it upon himself 
to write a rule book about such matters? 
Nobody has the right to pontificate 
when the scripture is silent. 

Arguments Against 
1) Someone says, "It just isn't right!" 

The burden of proof is upon the one 
suggesting such. 

2) Someone else says, "Group sing
ing falls under entertainment." First we 
must agree upon a definition of what 
constitutes "entertainment." Does it 
mean something we "enjoy"? If so, is 
the fact that we enjoy a thing enough to 
make that thing a sin? I enjoy good 
preaching, but it isn't necessarily enter
tainment nor sin. I enjoy good quartet 
singing, but it isn't a sin. 

3) Next, "It is simply showing off!" 
Agreed, some singers think they are 
God's gift to music. But does the show
ing off of some singers make singing 
wrong? Of course not! I know singers 
who seem to show off in congregational 
singing. I know preachers and song lead
ers and religious journalists who do 
"show off." For example, I know a 
preacher who preaches and writes with 
an alarming abundance of alliteration. 
To me, this is showing off. But I doubt 
that it is sin. 

4) "It is unscriptural." If unscriptural 
means that the Bible does not tell us the 
forms of our singing, then I agree. The 
Bible is silent on four part harmony, 
song leaders waving their arms behind 
wooden boxes to cadences unknown in 
the first century and arrangements that 
would make John Phillip Souza want to 
march. 

Arguments For 
. 1) Hearing a group sing a song a few 

times before I try to sing it is one of the 
best ways I know of to learn a new song 
[Candidly, it is practically the only meth
od we use to learn new songs]. It works. 
This is an argument of expediency. 

2) It is scriptural. The Bible tells us to 
speak to each other in songs. God never 
told. us it is to be done at the same time . . ' m umson. That is found only in a 
"Church of Christ" creed. 

3) Paul wrote that everyone had a 
song (1 Cor. 14:26). I understand this to 
mean that there were individual psalms 
that each member present wanted to 
share. Can you imagine what would 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sowing and Reaping · (1) 
CHARLES HODGE 

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then 
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest. 

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together. 

And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and an
other reapeth. 

I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no 
labor: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their 
labours. 

John 4:35-38 

We talk more about evangelism and do less than anybody. 
It is an obsession that proceeds from our lips yet never enters 
our lives. Frustration results; guilt results; new methods re
sult! But less evangelism. Therefore, we do not need a minor 
tuneup-we need a major overhaul. We need to evaluate our 
mentality-not merely our methods. Our incorrect mentality 
will only try more fads, gimmicks, gadgets that promise yet 
cannot produce. Both Christians and sinners are uptight over 
evangelism. We keep blundering with the same blunders! 
When will we ever learn? A return to scripture will help. 
Many of our methods lack Biblical integrity. We must learn to 
do personal work from Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
john. He is the Master. Especially must we learn John 4 and 
John 9. Our methods must not violate his principles. 

A Combine Mentality 

Your writer is a farmer. He loves to see combines in the 
field. He can almost 11smell" fhe money! Crops must be har
vested in season. But there is more to farming than com
bining. There is more to evangelism than baptizing. This is the 
simple law of seed time and harvest! Read Gal. 6:7; Rom. 
1:16; Luke 8:11; 1 Cor. 3:5-8; Eph. 4:11-16. Seed must be 
planted before harvesting can be expected! We have limited 
evangelism to reaping! 

You would be silly to take a wheat combine to a field 
where no wheat had been planted! No seed-no harvest! You 
do not combine wheat where you planted cotton. Jesus said 
that reapers harvest the work of sowers! Both 11SOwers" and 
"reapers" are in evangelism! The farmer controls the sowing 
but not the harvest. The farmer determines what is planted 
where, then how much seed per acre. He has no control over 
the harvest. 

The Gospel is God's power to save! The direct operation of 
the Holy Spirit is rejected. Fields white unto harvest indicate 
prior sowing. Fields cannot be white unless prior seed has 
been sown! No seed-no harvest. Fields are not "still white" 
unless they are "still sown." One cannot say Africa, China 
are "white" unless seed is there! They may be receptive to the 
seed but the seed makes the harvest! 

Seed Sowing Before Soul Winning 

This is so simple, obvious. Sow the seed! The jews hated 
to sow-they only wanted to reap. We are like that! There is 
no farm machinery that plants, cultivates, and harvests the 
same trip! Learn This! We cannot reap where we have not 
sown. 

(1) This explains our failures in gospel meetings and cam
paigns. Do we expect a harvest? Don't even expect Jimmy 
Allen to have baptisms when no prospects are there! Are you 
using the meeting to sow? If so, why demand results! The 
same is true on campaigns. We demand results! We go to 
sow and reap the same hour! A Church that cannot get 
prospects cannot keep converts! Why are you there? to sow? 
to reap? A Church that exhales discipl~s will inhale converts. 

(2) This means time and effort. Jimmy Lovell has moti
vated missions with, "A man has the right to hear the gospel 
once before others hear it twice." But a coin has two sides. 
Few are converted the first time. We must go back and back. 
Even the family of jesus did not believe until after ~he resur
rection. The apostle Paul did not obey the first time. Our text 
has sowers then reapers. Paul planted and Apollos watered. 
Jesus first saw then served then spoke! Sinners can be 
reached but not pushed. Bread is expected when the plow is 
sunk. But time and effort are between. In John 1 Jesus said, 
"Come and see." 

(3) Sowing is painful and strenuous. 11Sow in tears and reap 
in joy" (Psa. 126). Isaiah likens sowing with the pain of 
childbirth (lsa. 66:28). People artificially got must be arti
ficially kept. Nothing lasts ·that grows overnight. Some load 
the truck; some drive the truck; some unload the truck. They 
are all in the trucking business. There is no place for pride, 
criticism. Strong Cht!rches evangelize (Eph. 4:11). 

Lifestyle Evangelism 

The whole Gospel to the whole world by the whole person. 
The disciples could not even see "sowing" in John 4 and 
John 9. In john 4 they were more interested in their bologna 
sandwiches. Sowing comes from daily contacts not artificial 
confrontations. If you have no influence upon families and 
friends, why pick on strangers? Is it better for sinners not 
to know you? Has evangelism slipped into the sales depart
ment? 

Read Mt. 28:18-20, "Going, as you go" ... likestyle. Evan
gelism is in our lives before our lips! We have sent out the 
wrong ones! Evangelism is far more than right answers to se
lected questions. It is far more than our telling others only 
what we want them to know! Evangelism is natural ..• yea 
automatic! We are the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world. Evangelism begins in who we are not merely wha~ we 
know! Evangelism flows from our lives not our memonzed 
techniques. You don't take up jesus like jogging. 

It is buried seed that grows-not buried talents. Captain 
Cook was a famous English explorer. Everywhere he went he 
planted the seed of English flowers. These flowers exist today 
because he planted seed l SOW-SOW-SOW! 
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In Season and Out of Season TOM OLBRICHT 

Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the 
Gospel, 11 Preach the word, be urgent 
in season and out of season, convince, 
rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in pa
tience and i"n teaching." (II Tim. 4:2). We 
likewise are Paul's sons and daughters 
in the Gospel. He therefore insists that 
we too 11be urgent in season and out of 
season." 

Statistics cited in our church papers 
inform us that our rapid growth from the 
late forties into the early sixties has 
slowed to a walk. From various quarters 
the complaint is that we have slackened 
our efforts at evangelism. My impres
sion, having lived through the times of 
rapid growth, is that actually our church
es are putting immensely more money 
and considerably more effort into evan
gelism these days than twenty years ago. 

The reason for our slackened growth. 
most probably is the changed climate in 
which we preach. Whereas two decades 
ago our message was in season, it is now 
out of season. Today people seek emo
tional highs and are inclined to act in 
accordance with feeUngs. A common bit 
of advice is "If it feels good, do it," or 
contrariwise, "If you don't feel like it, 
don't do it." During the period of our 
most prolific growth the emphasis was 
on calm, collected rationality. 

The period of our greatest growth was 
in the two decades following World War 
II. Two items, I believe, indicate that in 
those years calmness and reason reigned. 
The first is a line in Thornton Wilder's 
famous play, "The Skin Of Our Teeth." 
When Mr. Antrobus returns from the 
war, "The first thing he wants to see are 
his books. He says if you've burnt those 
books, or if the rats have eaten them, he 
says it isn't worthwhile starting over 
again. Everybody's going to be beautiful, 
he says, and diligent, and very intelli
gent." (Three Plays by Thornton Wilder, 
New York: 1965, p. 125f) 

The second is the story which Darrell 
Rickard, who now preaches in Okla
homa City, told some of us regarding his 
conversion. Darrell said he was looking 
for a church during his college years 
after the war because he was fed up with 
the emotional, and to him unbelievable 
stories told by his parents' preacher. 
One Sunday he just happened to attend 
a Church of Christ. He was pleased to 
find that the preacher spent most of his 
time explaining the Bible in a subdued, 
reasonable manner. Before long he re
sponded to the invitation and was bap
tized. 

Two decades ago our approach to 
Christianity and the Bible were in sea
son. We grew by leaps and bounds. To
day many people are looking for a thrill, 
a mountain peak experience, an emo-
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tional high. They therefore are flocking 
to charismatic and nee-charismatic 
churches. Even among us some have 
taken that route. 

But winds change. What is now in 
season most likely will be out of season 
in another decade. At that time our 
Biblical message may well be in de
mand, and a tremendous burst of growth 
follow. 

Right now we need to regain our con
fidence; we need to be affirmed in our 
mission; we need to be urgent about our 
historical heritage. We are called anew 
to this task by Paul who reminds us that 
we are to preach that message even 
when it is out· of season. I think we are 
already beginning to see dim rays of 
light at the end of the tunnel. The 
preaching of a reasoned and intelligible 
Gospel may not now be in season, but 
let us heed the words of Paul, "Preach 
the word, be urgent in season and out of 
season!" 
Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Tx 
79699 

Update on Nigeria 
H. GLENN BOYD 

Having just returned from Nigeria, I 
feel compelled to give an update on 
some of the developments in that coun
try. While we were there, the Newsweek 
International carried a twenty-page 
spread on Nigeria and its recent devel
opments. Among other things, they esti
mated that Nigeria has a population of 
about 100 million and that Nigeria 
makes up one fourth of Africa in popula
tion. Nigeria is the world's fourth largest 
democracy and the world's sixth largest 
oil exporter. The United States receives 
most of its oil from Saudi Arabia, but 
second in line to the chief exporters of 
oil to the United States is Nigeria. Nige
ria was listed in the Newsweek a·rticle as 
Africa's Giant. The article stated that 
when Nigeria speaks, not only Africa 
listens but the entire world listens. 

The country is building a new federal 
capital called Abuja, in the center of 
Nigeria, on territory taken from three 
different states. This is an effort to unify 
the nineteen states of Nigeria. It is esti
mated that the city will eventually cost 
up to twenty billion dollars. The first 
phase of this city should be completed 
next year and the expected initial in
habitants will number around 225,000. 
The new capital is being built 700 miles 
inland and will eventually be a city of 
three million. The indications are that a 
degree of stability has been reached in 
Nigeria. 

It is thrilling to note that our brethren 

have already purchased property in the 
new federal territory and it is my under
standing that they are already meeting 
as a small church there. Jimmy Lovell 
states that over 500,000 Nigerians are 
presently enrolled in the World Bible 
School. Wendell Broom estimates that 
there are about 1000 Churches of Christ 
meeting in Nigeria with as many as 
100,000 members. Only about 23 con
gregations exist in the northern part of 
Nigeria which is predominately Islamic. 
At the present time, we have an un
limited opportunity to reach these peo
ple with the Gospel of Christ. I doubt 
that this will last for many years be
cause of the rise of prosperity and the 
quest for material things. Brethren, we 
need to strike while the iron is hot lest 
we lose an opportunity which may never 
be ours again, to win souls for eternity. 

At present there is a quest for educa
tion. Many of the peqple from the vil
lages are moving to the cities in search 
of jobs and more money. They under
stand that the ability to purchase things 
is dependent largely upon having good 
jobs, and securing good jobs is contin
gent upon an education. Families will 
band together to help a young person 
go to the university and will see that he 
or she receives support, often at great 
sacrifices to the family. There is much 
graft and corruption in Nigeria and this 
is seen in almost all government offices, 
throughout the police force, and in other 
offices. On every hand people in charge 
are asking for bribes. 

Nigerian Christian Hospital lies in the 
heart of one of the most densely popu
lated areas of Nigeria. It is one of the 
few private hospitals which has not been 
taken over by the government. Let us 
combine to support this ministry while 
the opportunities are so great. Between 
two and three thousand people are ex
posed to the gospel monthly. The ad
ministrator, the doctor, the painter, the 
tailor, and several others are preachers. 
Br. Moses Ebepji is a full-time hospital 
evangelist. He presently has 800 people 
enrolled in a Bible Correspondence 
Course. 

We now have an American family 
willing to go and work with the hospital 
in the capacity of evangelist and as a 
consultant to our administrator of the 
hospital. They are very much needed 
there and the opportunities to serve are 
numerous. They are willing to go for a 
minimum period of two years. This fine 
couple is in need of a supporting con
gregation and also in need of travel 
funds .. Who among us will take advan
tage of this unique opportunity to send 
an evangelist into a fertile field. Please 
contact H. Glenn Boyd at 709 East Race, 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143, or call area code 
(501) 268-9511 for more information. 
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Faithful Attendance 
TERRY NEWTON 

Sunday morning class-121. 
Sunday morning worship-162. 
Sunday night worship-124. 
Wednesday night study-103. 

Step into almost any building where the church meets and 
you will see a record on the wall showing the attendance of 
that congregation. The numbers may be quite similar to the 
ones above. Of all the problems that the church must deal 
with, one that is shared by all congregations is "how to 
achieve faithful attendance from all the members all the 
time." All congregations, large and small, deal with this prob
lem in varying degrees of seriousness. And it is a problem I 

The seriousness of this dilemma can be seen in the amount 
of time spent by preachers, elders, deacons, and concerned 
members inviting folks to come to an assembly they profess 
to already be a' part of! It's a shame that people must be in
vited to come to something they claim membership in al
ready. We need to be spending our time stressing 24-hour a 
day Christianity, but intsead we must stress 4-hour a week 
Christianity! 

While it is true that faithful attendance is not the extent of 
faithful service to our Lord, it is an essential part of a life 
given to God's will. The author of Hebrews definitely saw its 
importance. He knew the power· that was involved in the 
coming together of the saints. Perhaps when we study He
brews 10:25, we need to back up a couple of verses to get 
the entire thought of the writer. "Let us hold fast the con
fession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling to
gether, as is the habit of some but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near." To come 
together is more than merely fulfilling the commands of the 
scriptures, but a means God has given us to encourage and 
stimulate our brothers and sisters to love and good deeds. 
What a joyous occasion our assemblies should be! 

Where, then, do we place tHe blame for poor attendance? 
Does the burden land squarely on the backs of those who re
fuse to gather with the saints? Ultimately, yes, they will be 
responsible for this negligence. II Cor. 5:10. However, there 
are steps that can be taken by the congregation itself to aid 
the fight against poor attendance. We all need to assume re
sponsibility in this area and do all we can to help the church 
reach a more mature level. 

The complete necessity of faithful attendance must be 
stressed! It is sad to realize, but many people simply, do not 
feel the need in their lives to attend worship services regu
larly. It is not important. Many things are accomplished by 
the saints coming together. First and most important, our 
praise and adoration is directed towards God. To do this with 
other saints is a privilege that we should treasure. Our mem
bers need to encourage those who do not see this advantage 
of the assembly. Our worship to God should be something 
that we do not take lightly. Of course, besides the obvious 
good worshipping together will do us, we must not Jose sight 
of the fact that we are commanded "not to forsake our own 
assembling together." In Acts 2:41-47, we can see the satis
faction and strength the early Christians received from spend
ing· their time together, not just in worship, but in everyday 

affairs. Our assemblies should be a time of encouraging one 
another and stimulating one another. 

Preachers and teachers must be prepared! Nothing can hurt 
a person's interest in coming to worship more than to hear a 
lesson that has obviously not been adequately prepared. 
Good lessons alone will not get the less interested coming, 
but good lessons are a part of the overall scheme of keeping 
~ember~ interest~d in the work of the church. This principle 
IS especially true m the Bible class situation. The teacher of 
the class must take the time to arm himself with the truth. 
People can see right through a teacher who hasn't done this. 
No preacher or teacher is going to be able to 11raise the roof" 
every time he is in front of the people, but he can "raise the 
truth" for all to see and hear. 
. Don't limit our gatherings to just the assembly at the build
mg! Look closely at the passage cited in Acts 2 above. These 
people couldn't get enough of each other! The church needs 
to be together during the week, visiting each other and 
spending time together. Study together. Relax together. Grow 
together. Nothing beats being with someone I am interested 
in and having the knowledge that they are interested in me. 
Di.scussing this very matter the other day with a friend, he 
sa1d, "The problem with that is that we have gotten this idea 
that every time we get together, we have to have a 'blow-out' 
of a meal!" How true. 

What has this got to do with faithful attendance? Every
thing! The more time I spend with my fellow saints, the 
closer I feel to them. I like to be with people I feel close to. 
I will want to be at worship services with them to praise God 
together. This leads to our last point. 

Extend the hand of fellowship to all people in the assembly! 
How sad it would be if a precious soul came into our midst 
seeking help, and we did not let him know we are interested! 
Christianity is reaching out to people in love. Let them know 
we love them and· want them in our midst. Wrap them in a 
blanket of warmness! Paul saw the results of this when he 
sent Titus to the Christians at Corinth. We read in II Cor. 
7:13-16 how Titus loves the Corinthians all the more because 
of the way they accepted him. We must always try to accept 
everyone into our midst and make them a part of our family. 
Wouldn't this be a grand way of luring back to the fold those 
who have lost interest in the church? Let them know we 
love them and truly want them with us when we come to
gether to praise the Master. 

This problem of attendance has been with us so long that 
many congregations are learning to just live with it. "There's 
nothing we can do." As long as there is a soul at stake, there 
is something we can do. It will take more than an attendance 
drive aimed at one day two months from now. It will take 
more than a dynamic preacher. It will take realizing the neces
sity and urgency of gathering together with the saints. It will 
take congregations that have something to offer the brethren. 
It will take growing closer together and encouraging one 
another to Jove and good works. It will take obedience to the 
Word. May God guide us as we strive to strengthen his body 
and take on the responsibility of bringing the wanderer back 
to the fold! 
Box 292, Petersburg, Texas 79250 



FALL ENROLLMENT SETS 

RECORD AT LIPSCOMB 

NASHVILLE- David Lipscomb College 
has recorded an all-time high enroll
ment during fa ll quarter, 1981, w hen 
many other colleges and un iversities are 
experiencing declines. 

The fall enrollment of 2,375 students 
is up considerably from last year 2,316 
and more than 70 above the fall , 1979 
total of 2,293. 

W. B. WEST HONORED 

In honor of Dr. W. B. West, Jr.'s 75th 
birthday, a· birthday dinner has been 
scheduled at the Harding Graduate 
School of Religion in M emphis at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, january 22, 1982. 150 
tickets are avai lab le on a first come, 
first served basis. 

Write Harding Graduate School, 1000 
Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn 38117. 

Arlie Smith, Caixa Postal 12.170, ZC-
07, Copacabana, 22022 Rio de janeiro, 
Brasil, December 7, 1981: 

I was in the States during the months 
of june through the middle of Septem
ber v isiting the congregations that help 
in the work of th e Lord here. 

Through the generosity of the breth
ren and churches there we were able 
to buy the home for the children in 
Coll)endador Soares. 

The local members took care of the 
preaching and other activ ities of the 
church while I was gone. With the help 
of several young men and women from 
Belo Horizonte they had a campaign in 
which four were baptized. 

There have been four adults baptized 
since our return. 
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BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Cotzlirmom enrollment with 

two p/am lo choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed rmtil 
May of 1982 with 110 increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

lEONARD MUllENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SAlADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plam otzly offered t o workers among 
Clmrches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in trainirzg for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

r~~~~~;:a~~~:~:~~~~:~:~~:;~~~~1 
~ Economical, Energy Efficien.t ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 S tock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 

L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
W ENDELL W INKLER, Director . 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administ rator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAil SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

IOU 
-----~-·-~~·--"----
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32nd Annual Lectureship 
Jan. 24-27, 1982 

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73111 
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A CASE FOR SPECIAL 
GROUP SINGING 

(Continued from page 6) 
happen if we allowed this in a Sunday 
morning assembly today? 

4) Singing is worship to God when 
done with the spirit and the understand
ing. Whether it's in a car, a jai l, at home 
or in a church building; by one person, 
four persons or an entire assembly is 
beside the point. 

5) It is a divinely commanded teach
ing device. 

6) Singing is one of life's greatest 
memory too ls. If you don't believe this 
just consider all of the pop songs that 
children learn simply because they have 
an appealing tune and beat. Music in 
song includes words, melody and tempo. 
Songs stay on the mind better than ser
mons. 

Please accept this disclaimer, those 
who choose to take this scribe to task. 
As God knows my heart, I have no ulte
rior motives for expressing my beliefs 
about this subject. I'm not promoting a 
singing group, am not in a quartet and 
do not want "choirs" [we call our choirs 
choruses] in church. I want to simply 
present a moderate middle to the ex
tremes on both sides, ie. choirs are bet
ter-congregational singing is . better. 
There is a place for all kinds of singing 
done in good t aste and for the proper 
motives and purpose. 
2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
48506 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Persona l Evange· 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

~ ~ 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Come work with us 
Abilene Christian University has completed 75 years of teaching 

young people to serve the Lord as they prepare for their life's work. 
The challenge of growing toward the century mark will require 
Christian men and women with the same commitment as those of the 
past and present. We need your skills, abilities, and dedication in the 
following areas: 

IMMEDIATE NEED OrnER OPENINGS 
Faculty position: Business 

Administration 
Rank: Assistant, Associate or Full 

Professor, tenure track. 
Duties: Teaching undergraduate and 

graduate course in one or more of 
the following areas: accounting, 
fmance, marketing, management, 
and computer science. 

Qualifications: PhD or DBA preferred, 
MBA with goal of working toward· 
PhD required. 

Contact: If you are interested/quali
fied for the above position, con
tact: 
Dr. William Petty, Dean 
College of Business Administration 
ACU Station, Box 7493 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

ACU has openings for other faculty 
positions from time to time. Too, 
there are openings for professional and 
staff positions, including an exper
ienced computer programmer who is 
familiar with COBOL, an assistant 
cafeteria manager, cooks, custodians, 
electricians, and other skilled jobs. 

If you are interested in any of the 
above openings, contact: 

Mr. Robert M. Montgomery 
Director of Personnel 
ACU Station, Box 8196 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

ACU offers excellent benefit pro
grams, especially for parents with 
college-age students who are interested 
in attending Abilene Christian Univer
sity. 

ACU is an equal opportunity employer. 

COME GROW WITH US 

Abilene Christian University 



WILKIN BACON 
Wilkin Bacon, affectionately known as 

"Big Chief" to thousands in many parts 
of the nation, died at his home in Tali- _ 

one nephew, Gary Lassman, all of Vic
toria, Texas. 

Buford was a Land man for Phillips 
Petroleum and a Minister of the Church 

of Christ. He was currently preaching 
for Gardendale Church. He has preached 
for seven small congregations with small 
remuneration for fifty years. 

hin~O~ahom~Frid~,October~aft~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

an extended illness. He died very peace
fully and serenely in his sleep. 

Brother Bacon was born in Talihina, 
Oklahoma, April 27, 1908. He was bap
tized into Christ by Burton Coffman in 
1937. He is survived by his faithful wife, 
Mary, a daughter, Mrs. linda Campbell 
and a grandson, Jeff Campbell. Brother 
and sister Bacon celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary May 23 of this year. 

Wilkin Bacon was a very capable song 
director and teacher of singing and a 
dedicated preacher of the gospel. 

Brother Bacon's first full time work 
with the church was with the Sunset 
Church of Christ in Dallas in 1942. Oth
er churches he served included: Hamp
ton Place Church, Dallas; Corsicana, 
Texas; Abraham Street Church, Arling
ton, Texas; Northside Church, Duncan, 
Oklahoma; Park Row Church, Arlington, 
Texas and the church in Talihina, Okla
homa. 

Brother Bacon's funeral was conduct
ed, October 12, in the auditorium of the 
church in Talihina, Oklahoma where he 
served as the faithful minister of the 
gospel until his retirement. Cecil Lan
ning, local minister of the church, assist-
ed by Haskell England and V. E. How-
ard, conducted the services. 

ROY DEL VIN BUFORD 
Roy Delvin Buford was born October 

14, 1907 to the R. l. Bufords in Van 
Alstyne, Texas. He married Imogene 
Wakefield on August 20, 1928 in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

To this union was born Carol Lee and 
Cornelia Sue, who died on February 12, 
1964. 

He -is survived by his wife, Imogene 
Wakefield Buford, one daughter, Carol 
Buford Birdwell, and seven grandchil
dren; Lynn Lovely of Houston, Texas, 
Ann, James, Amy, Beth, Julie, and Dan 
Birdwell, all of Tomball, Texas. He is 
also survived by his mother, Minnie D. 
Buford, one sister, Melba Lassman, and 
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Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send /or Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITEMI'URE DEGREE 

1\.dtion Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
specific areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~outbtastern jSiblital Jnstitutt 
3545 Chestnut Drl\'e. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia 30.:540 I 404458· 7631/ f. Dale McOimlel. Director 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE-OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins September 1981. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 • 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792·5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally1evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundrc;ds of Chinese students at Texas Tech. Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 5, 1982 
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•' Meeting The Attatks On T he Chrbtlan liom~. ·· 

9:00·10:00 a.m. 
10:00·11 :00 a.m. 

5:30·6:30 p.m. 

6:30·7:30 p m. 

7:30·8:30 p.m. 

8:00·9:00 a.m. 

9:DO-t0.00 a.m. 

IO:D0-11:00 a.m 

11 :00·12:00 noon 

II :D0-12:00 noon 

t2:D0-1:30 om. 

I :30-2:30 p.m. 

2:30·3:30 p.m. 

3:30-4:15 p.m. 
4:15-5:15 p.m. 
7:()()-8:00 p.m. 
8:()()-9:00 p.m. 

8:D0-9:00 a.m. 

9:()()-10:00 a.m. 

11 :00 - 12:00 Monday - Thursday-

Sunday, January 10 
A Glossary of Oilticult Old Testament Words . . . . .. . .. . Norman Gipson 
The Inspiration. Purpose, Profit and Duration .. . . Wendell Winkler 
ol The Old Testament 
!Micult Texts From Genesis: ..... . .............. Gary Workman 
Genesis 1:3-5, 14-19-Ught Belore The Sun: 
Genesis 1:6-The Firmament? Genesis 1:28-
Eanh Populated Betore Adam' Genesis 1-11 -
Lrleral Or Mythological? 

Son. Suite ring And The Existence 01 A Rubel Shelly 
Mercilul GOO 
Archealogy And The Old Testament Texts Bill Humble 

Monday, January 11 
()lticull Texts From Amos. Obadiah And ... . . 
Jonah: Am os 9:11-15- ls The Tabernacle 01 
David Yet To 8e Raised Up? Jonah 1 :1711-Facl Or 
Fable' Jonah 3:10-"And GOO Repented ... ·· 
()lticult Texts From Exodus: Exodus 
1:15-Two Midwives For A Whole Na!Jon? 
Exodus 3:22, 11:2: 12:35- lsrael 
" Borr!M'ing:" Exodus 4:21: 7:3, 13: 9:12: 
10:27: 11:10: 14:8-GOO Harl)enlng Pharoah's 
Hean: Exodus 4:24-26- The Lord Seeking To 
Kill Moses And The BlOody Husband 
Clanlying The Oilficulties Arising. 
From Alleged ContradiCtions (No. 1) 
Dilhcult Texts From Hosea And Joel:.. . .. 
Hosea 1-3- literal Or AllegOrical? Joel 1:15: 
2:1. 2. 11, 31-"The Day 01 The Lord" 
LADIES CLASS: " Meeting The Attacks On 
The Christian Home." " Orrnk. Drugs. 
()slnlegra!Jon. Immorality" 
GOSPEL ADVOCATE LUNCHEON: " LOOking AI 
The Church In Three ()mensions-Pasl. 
Present. Future" 
()lficult Texts From Exodus: Exodus 6:3- ..... . 
The Origin 01 The Name: Jehovah: Exodus 
7: 11, 22, 8:7- Magicians Performing " Mrracles:" 
Exodus 12:40 (Gen. 15:13)-How Long In 
Egypt? Exodus 21 :22-ooes This Juslily Abortion? 

. . Furman Kearley 

. . Hershel Dyer 

James Meadows 

... J. Noel Merideth 

LOUie Beth Hobbs 

Ira Nonh 

Torn Gaumer 

Dilficult Texts From Leviticus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William Woodson 
Numbers and Deuteronomy: Leviticus 11:19 
- Bal. Bird Or Mammal? NUI\lbers 11:31- Ouarl 
Oepth? Numbers 12:1-Who Was The Ethiopian 
woman? Doularonomy 14:26- ooes This 
Sanction Moderate Drinking? Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
-"Some Uncleanness" In Het 
Apocalyplic Language .. 
Open Forum . . ... 
The Providence Of God .•. 
The So· Galled Old Testament.. . . 
" Atrocities" And "Immoralities" 

Tuesday, January 12 

. . . Roy H. Deaver 
. . . Wayne Jackson 

Wayne Jackson 
. Roy H. Lanier, Jr. 

Difficult Texts From Job:.... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. w. T. Hamilton 
lnl1rpr1tfng Tho BOOk Of Job: Job 1:12: 2:6-
God And Pemitting Satan's Requests: Job 
7:8-1D-Going Oown To The Grave And Corning 
Up No More. etc.: Job 19:25-Redeemet 
Standing Upon The Earth AI The Laller Oay : Job 
25:4- " HOW can He 8e Clean Thai Is Born 01 A Woman?" 
Dilticult Texts From Isaiah And Jeremiah: ............... Bobby Duncan 
lulah 11:6-9-"The WOlf Shall !>Nell With The 
Lamb . . . " ; lulah 35:8-"An Highway Shall 
Be There. And A Way:" lulah 62:2: 65:15-
New Name. "Christian" 0 "Hephzibah?" 
Jnmilh 1:5- Was Jeremiah Predestinated? 

f HE FORT WORTH LECTURES 
Theme: "Difficult Texts of the O ld Testament Explained" 

January 10-14, 1982 

10:00·11:00 a.m. 

tt :D0-12:00 noon 

I t:D0-12:00 noon 

12:00·1 :30 p.m. 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 

2:30·3: 15 p.m. 

3:15-4:00 p.m. 

4:00·5:00 o.m. 
· :roo p.m 

7'00-H:OO p.m. 

8:()()-9:00 p.m. 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 

9:00·10:00 a.m. 

10:()()- 11 :00 a.m. 

I I :D0-12:00 noon 

t l :D0-12:00 noon 

12:00·1 :30 p.m. 

Diffrcull Texts From Genesis:... . . . . . . .. . • .. . . ... Dan Winkler 
Genesis 2:1-3 (Ex. 10:8-11)-Sabbath From 
The ~inning? Genesis 1:7- What ls The 
"Soul? · Genesis 2:17-0id Adam Die The Day 
He Sinned? Mortal Or Became Mortal? Genesis 
2:18·25- The Rib-Bewitched. Surgery, Or What? 
Oiffrcull Texts From Isaiah And: Jeietniah: .. Robert R. Taylor. Jr. 
Isaiah 2:1-4-Swords Into Plowshares. 
Spears Into Pruning Hooks: Isaiah 7:14-0ual 
Fullrllment. Or Virgin Binh Only? 
LADIES CLASS: ' 'Meeting The Attacks On The . . Mrs. James 0. 
Chrlstran Home:" " Orvorce And Remarriage" (Avanelle) Baird 
" Honor To Whom Honor" dinner. hOnoring Rex A. Turner 
Clarifying The ()lficulhes Arising From Alleged . . . . . ....... W. B. West 
Contradrctlons (No. 2) 
Oilficull Texts From Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel : . . . ..... James 0. Baird 
Ruth 1·4- The Levirate Marriage And 
Christ's Lineage: 1 Samuel 16:14, 15- GOO 
Sending An Evil Spirit Into Saul: 1 S.muel 
28:8-19- The Woman Of Endor: 2 S.muel 
11:1-27- How Could David 8e A Man After 
GOO's Own Heart? 
()fficult Texts From 1 and 2 Kings And 1 and 2 .Garland Elkins 
1 Kings 22:22-23 (1 Chroociles 18:21-22)-
The Lord Punrng A Lying Spirit In 
The Mouth 01 Ahab 's Prophets: 
2 Kings 2:23-25-Eiijah. The She Sears And 
Forty-Two Children: 2 Chronicles 7:6: 29:25-28 
Instrumental Music- Divinely Or Qavidically 
Appointed? 
Ooen Forum. 
Liiiliiahlll"lllnner-"Grve 
I ike The Proohets" 
lnlerpretmg Old Testament Prophecies:. 
Premrllennral Viotatrons Exposed 
()ffrcult Texis From The Song Of • . 
Solomon: fnl!fpreting The Song Of Solomon 

Wednesday, January 13 

Hardeman Nichols 

()fficull Texts From Ecclesiastes:. . . . . . Flavil Nichols 
Interpreting Ecclesiastes: Eccl. 3:19, 20- Man And 
Beasts Are In Common: Eccl. 9:5-
" The Oead Know Nol Any Thing" 
Difficull Texts From Genesis:.. Winfred Clark 
Genesis 15:6-Righteousness Counted unro 
Abraham. Genesis 18:21 -0oes God Know 
Everything? Genesis 22:1-God Tetnptrng 
Abraham: Genesis 30:30-43-Jacoll 's came. 
The Rods And Conceiving: Genesis 31:19-
Rachel Stealing The Family Gods 
Oilficull Texts From The Psalms And. . . . . • ... Jack P. Lewis 
Proverbs: tntorpreting The Psalms: Psalms 18. 
35, 6g, 109, 137-The Imprecatory Psalms: 
Psalms 51 :5-Shapen And Conceived in Sin: 
Psalms 58:3-Estranged And Astray From Birth: 
Proverbs 22:6-Training Children And Their 
Going Astray: Proverbs 31:6, 7-0oes This 
Sanction Social Drinking? 
Oiffrcull Texts From Genesis:.. . . . . . Warren Wilcox 
Genesis 6:2-0id Angels Cohablt With Women? 
Genesis 6:1-8:22-The Flood. Universal' The 
Ark, Large Enough? Genesis 9:2'0-27-The 
Curse 01 Ham/canaan 
LADIES CLASS: " Meeting The . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Rita Rhodes Ward 
~naJ~;,.~~~~ Christian Home:" "The Onslaught 

Lunch: "Some Things I have Learned After . Roben Sell 
Forty Years As An Elder" · · · 

I :3D-2:30 p.m. 

2:30-3:30 p.m. 

3:30-4:15 p.m. 

4: 15·5: 15 p.m. 
7:00·8:00 p.m. 

8:D0-9:00 p.m. 

8:()()-9:00 a.m. 

9.00· 10:00 a.m. 

10.00·1 1 :00 a.m. 

11 ·oo-12·00 noon 

lt :D0- 12.00 noon 

12.00·1'30 p m. 

1:30-2:30 p.m. 
2:30·3:15 o.m. 

3:15·4:00 p.m. 

4:00·5:00 p.m. 
7:00·8:00 p.m. 

8:00·9:00 p.m. 

BROWN TRAIL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1801 Bro wn Trail , 

,.,.l CW IWl 1.,.."'11 tt.~IL "-IAOtU 111.\r.DC. li()IOOLI 
UX"" IUt I l lOCU ~1M Of fllt ~, • ..,_, JaU.,..,Y IIllA! Bedford (f t . Worth), r .... 

BOOKS & TAPES 
LEADERSHIP 

DINNER 

Old Testament Ouest ions. Problems And . 
Oilticullies Of A General Nature: 
(1) Are There " Gaps" In The Genealogies? 
(2) Divorce. Mult iple Marriages And 
Concubinage: (3) Dealing Wrth The Sins Of Old 
Testament Characlers 
()ffrcull Texts From Genesrs:... . 
Genesis 3:111-0evll's Origin? Genesis 3:15-
The Seed: Genesis 4:15- The Mark Of Gain. 
Genesis 4:17-Gain's Wife: Genesis 5:3-32-
The AnledeiUVIan·s Longevrty 
Oifficult Texts From Joshua And Judges. 
Joshua 2:1-22- Rahab. The HariOI: 
Josh"' 1D:12·14- Joshua's Long Day: 
Judges 11 :29-4D-Jephthah's Vow 
Open Forum 
False Concepts Held With Relation To . . 
The Old Testament. (I) The Old Testamenlls A 
Sysletn Of Law- The New Testamenl Of Grace: 
(2) GOO And The Gentries In The Old Testament. 
(3) Forgiveness Of Srns Under The Old Testamenr 
()fficull Texts From Ezekret: Ezekiel37:11t 
- The Valley Of Dry Bones: Ezekiel 38-39 
-Gog And Magog-Armageddon? 

Thursday, January 14 

Oilhcull Texts Jrorn Micah. Nahum. Habakkuk. 
Zephanrah. And Haggar. Micah 7:15- Mifacles 
Cease By A.O. 70? Hab;kkuk 2:4- Juslrfrcalron 
By Fa11h In The Old Testament 
()llrcul! TexiS From Ezra. N'eherruah 
And Esther ~ ChronOlogical Harmony Between 
Ezr1. Nehemrah. Esther. Haggai, Zechariah And 
M•lachl: Ezra 1D:1-44Pulllng Away The Strange 
Wives. Is Esther Canonical? 
()ffrcull Texis From Daniel Qaniei2:31·45-
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream lnlerpreled. Daniel 
7:1-28- The Four 8easls. Oaniel 8:1-27-
The Two-Horned Ram And The He Goat: Daniel 
9:24·.27- The Seventy Weeks: Daniel 12:1-3-
ls Thrs A PropheCy 01 The Bodrly Resurreclion? 

:o;~~a~~n~Anget Of The"Lord" In The 

LADIES CLASS: " Meelrng The Attacks On 
The Chnsrran Home .. " Mrsarranged Prrorrlres" 
Lunch " Humorous Thrngs Thai Have Happened 
To Me As A Preacher" 
Old Testamenl AulhOrshrp And Qatrng 
()ffrcull Texis From Eze~rel. 
Ezekiel 40-48-Ezekoel'~ New· Temple 
()lflcult Texts From Zecharrah And 
Malachi: Zechariah 9:tH- Tyres Oeslruclron 
Prophesied When. Accordrng To Ezekiel 1261. 
Nebuchadnezzar Had Already Oone So. Zechariah 
13:2- A Prophecy Of Oemon Possessron 
Ceasrng? Zocilariah 14:11t- The Lord's Feet 
Standrng Upon Mount Of Olives: Malachi 1:2. 3 
- " 1 (God) Haled Esau" 
Open Forum 
()ffrcult Texts From Genesrs Genesis 1:1,2 
-How Much Trme 8elween " The 8egrnnrng" 
And Day One' Genesis 1:5, 8. 12. 19. 23, 31 
- oay Versus Age Theory. Genesis 1:1, 31: 2:2-4 
-1'1\lafAboul " Creale" And " Make" ? 
The Old Testamenr And Redemption's 
Sweet Song 

Hugh Fulford 

Johnny Ramsey 

EddreCioer 

Flavrl Nrchots 
Roy Deaver 

J Noel Meredrlh 

Jerry Moffrll 

Furman Kearley 

Rex A Tumer 

MIS Mary Olel 

Furman Kearley 
Neale Pry01 

Hardeman Nrchols 

Hugo McC01d 
Sen I hOmpson 

Hugo McCord 



SOUTHEASTERN BIBLICAL INSTITUTE 
ANNOUNCES WORKSHOP 

ON CONFLICT 
Southeastern Biblical Institute, Dora

ville, Georgia has announced plans for 
a Workshop on Conflict to be held 
March 7-12, 1982. This workshop will 
address the topic: Constructive Conflict 
in the Church: A Ministry of Reconcilia
tion. 

Conflict is a reality: no relationship 
escapes it! The Lord's church has known 
internal conflict since its inception. 
Since the gospel is intended to draw 
together groups of people who differ 
culturally, ·educationally, economically 
and in personality and viewpoint, con
flict is to be expected. Such a condition 
is neither good nor bad-it simply is. 
An often overlooked fact is that conflict 
has been an occasion for growth. 

Yet conflict among us often leads to 
broken relationships that are never 
mended, to the cessation of spiritual 
growth, and to painful divisions within 
the church. 
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Available for Shipment-Now 

Finn Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$)]95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Since conflict has been, is, and will 
always be a reality among us, skill in 
handling it seems of major import for 
the future of the church. This workshop 
speaks biblically and practically to our 
ongoing challenge of dealing positively 
with conflict in the church. 

For further information contact Dale 
McDaniel, Southeastern Biblical Insti
tute, 3545 Chestnut Drive, Doraville, 
Georgia 30340. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

THE LES TOTMANS TO TASMANIA 

The Les Totman family is planning a 
ten year stay in Tasmania, the island 
state of Australia with 400,000 popula
tion to evangelize. They will be working 
under the oversight of the Springtown, 
Texas church, and with the congregation 
of 18 members in Tasmania. Springtown 
will furnish one third of the support and 
is seeking others to provide the re
mainder. Contact the church at Box 76, 
Springtown, Tx. 76082. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 
or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURESHIP 
Includes Thrust Denominational Doctrines Forum 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
April 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE: Truth and Error in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebel Music, Ira Rice, .Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, William Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

FIRM ·FOUNDATION-JANUARY 5, 198Z 



c L A s s I F I E D 
NEED MI NISTf.RI Ready to serve, 50 years old, married 
and ch.•ldren grown, good <:ducation and experience. 
Call W1ll Moyers, 817/927-7416. 

Advertlsln~ In this section $1.50 per line. Design ed especially to accommod:lte congre~:ations 
"Wanted to buy books on Catholicism. Mail list price 
and condition 10 P.O. Box 86, Schulenberg, TX 7•89S6." 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or cong regoLion a seek ing- prea. c.hen. A lso other 
ncceptBblc matter. 

For ~rowlh Mind~d Congregation Only: 38 Years in 
pulp11, Ph.D. In 01ble. Must relocate at once. Localion 
Immaterial. Call: 616·834-7975; 616-834·8228. 

BEAR VALLEY CH URCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching-P ersonal Evnng~l ism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Wo men 

unp p rovcd Cor Veternn's trnin ing '' 
Leonard l\1. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-5800. 2707 So. L amar, De nver, Co 80227 
F ORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

So u t hside Church ot Chris t 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Greg g, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:0 0 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

D ENVER, COLO R.A.DO 8 02.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Y oungtlol d Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Y ello w Pages F o r Servic e Times 
T ranslation for Deaf. Terry Cart wr igh t , minister 
ARLINGTON . VA .. 20 N. lrvln sr S t. , corner of 
I rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt . 60). Convenient to 
nat ion's cat) ital & historic N . Vn. Lord's Day 
Worship 10 :30 A.M., 6:00 P.l\1.; Bible Study 9: 30 
A.M. Sun., 7: 30 P.M. Wed . For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual F east. 
CHATHAlll. N. J .. Fairmo unt a nd Southern 
Blvd .• 079 28. N ORTHE RN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201 - 635-6810 or 
201-635-26 88. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De B a rr Rd. W ill contac t 
relatives or friends in Alaska. P a t McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anch orage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCUOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Ple n a nnton, C n1Uorn1n 94566 
James W . Fer guson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON I SLAND OF KAUAI, 
H AWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ , 4647 Hnuaala Rd., Ka paa, H awaii 
96746. 
NORTHW EST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 15655 15th 
Avenue N.E .• Seattle. Wash . 98155 . IC you k now 
aomcono moving to the Greater Seattle area drop 
us n line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFOR NIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Street.. 
Sunday worship S .S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6: 00 P .M. 
1\llnistera: Lewb Frisby, 714-622-2586 ; 

------:C:P"=a=u'='I:-:HO.:':iall>er , 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Eng lewood Church of Christ , 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sundny classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcom e. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILL E, IND., 22&.S El. ll:lorgnn Ave~ 
U.S. 4(!0 Enat Oppoalte K-lllnrt. Office 4'17-
5271. Robby Wade, Min, 476-40CS6. 
Bristol, Virgin ia, East Oristo l Ch urch of Christ iusl off 
1·81 between Exi t 3 and 4 o n Oonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1696. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTH E RN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's H o me is currently hiring child 
care starr. (Christian cou ples.) Good pny a nd ben e
fi ts . If interested . con tact Steve Ber gma n. Execu
t ive Director, nt P .O. Box 597, V aca ville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557. " 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wuy ne Stephen s , 
A lso wanted McClintock & Strong Encyclopedia . 
P.O. Box 285. Shaw nee , Oklahoma 74 801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA- Vnlley Church of 
Chrlllt. Come vis it u s . Pho n e 714-679-1010. 
Picayune. Miss. congregation . located n car t he M is· 
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-ter m, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
pncknge. ltlcmbcrship over 100 in gro•wing com
munity of over 12.000 people. rr interested send 
comprehensive resume or call oren code 601-798-818 1 
or 601-798-08 12. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill. 108 Scnlcrest Dr .. Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST I N H OLLYWOOD 
600 N. Ross more (at Clin ton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worsh ip 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair nnd Dnle Linge 
T el. (213) 463-6352 

Minister needed for Southern Califo rnia mountain 
resort area of 15,000 people. Midd le-aged man pre· 
fcrrcd with several years of experience. Partial sup· 
port would be an :l!OSC L Send a resume w i th refer· 
cnccs, a picture, and a sermon tape to : Church of 
Christ; Box 990; Big Oear Lake, CA 92315 or call Art 
Eller (714) 585· 3926 or Bob Jewell (714) S8S-9800. 

YUJII A , ARIZ., 051 W. !!8th St. Sunday-
10, II n .rn. & 6:30 p . m. P h. 344- 3 750 

" Informat ion on A lnsknn nnd Overseas Employ
ment. Great income. Call 602/941 · 80H, Department 
566. P hone Call refundable." 
CONGR EGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS N E EDS 
FULL Tilli E EVANGELI ST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AN D SALAR Y NEGOTI A BLE. P L EASE SEND 
R ESUM E AND P ICTURE TO THE CH U RCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 4<14, FALFURRIAS , TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 
LET US S H ARE WITH YOU Sermons, L ectures, 
and Workshop lc1eaona on cassclLcs f rom our National 
Tat)e Lendin g L ibrary. H illcrest Church of Chris t . 
617 Bacon, Abilene. Texas 79601. W ri te for details . 
AUDIO VISUAL supplies and equipmen t. Wrile for 
free catalog or contact Hemp W. Hall 214·832-4476 
~a~~1 .Pub l ishing House # 16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 

FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC S12 489-
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
Wanted: fu ll time local preacher for small congrega
tion located in Cen tral Texas. Excellent church bu ild
ing an~. preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, g•v•ng summary of pasl experience, fami ly status 
and references. Would like lo have someone here by 
1sl. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Chris! 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. ' 
WE HEOIND CH ERISHED BIOLES-write for f ree 
leather samples nnd prices . Bible Bindery Box 2485 
Abi lene. T exas 79604 . ' ' 
APPLI CATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR I·IOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOU LD POS· 
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS 
CAMPUS OEAUTiriCATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI: 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHO ULD OE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERI ENCE, NURSING 
CAPAOLE OF S(lTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE CROUP fUNCTIONS, BOOKKE EPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
S89-2236 (night/weekends), or wrile 10 Route 16 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. ' 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT, REALTORS 
(40 Agents ready to serve) 

If you aro movin~r a nywhere in the U.S.A. or 
Cnnnda we cnn put you in touch with an ethical, 
caring professiona l Realtor. CALL COLLECT! Ask 
for Mel or Rudy. 1·918-437-4433. 

CENTURY 21 RUDY WYATT. REALTORS 
23rd & Garnett, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74129. 

Each oHicc is independently owned and operated. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay i.n a Ch r istia n home. Ren~Wnable rates. For 
more mfo rmntion call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
r192~~aham at 312 Bell ficld Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 

PR~CHER WANT£D-US Military congregation in 
Ka•serslautern, Ccrmany seeking minister for full lime 
evango;l islic work ?eginning Summer of 1982. Four year 
comm1tmcn~ rcqu"ed. \Y•II established congregation, 
self-suppo rllng, located '" largest US community out
side USA. For detai ls con tact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 

MINISTER WANTED. Small congregatio n. Three bed· 
room mobi le home furnis hed. Salary open. Wri te 
~f;~~~er Church of Christ, Box 354, Springer, Oklahoma 

INVESTIGATE! Thoo F inn Foundntlon 
tries to •ereen ndvertl&ln~. nnd •vlll not 
knowln~I:r tnke que•tlonnble ndvoortJalng. 
Dot U '" the r end e r'• re•pon•lblllty to ln
ve•tl~nte. L ike nny other J>npe r, we •ome
tlmes nn1vlttlngly rnn nn u n1vorthy ad. 
A.8 the o ld 1107l ng goe.,, before :ron lnTeat, 
tn,,eatl~:nte l 

John H. Banister, 6119 Woodcrest 
Lane, Dallas, Texas 75L14: In the last 
seven w eeks, I have assisted in gospel 
meetings at Ant lers, O kla. w here James 
Hawk preaches. Keene, New Hampshire 
where E. Heulan Masters has preached 
for nearly eight years. Col lege Hill 
chu rch in Fort Worth, Texas w here Larry 
Calvin preaches. There was one bap
tism, Co lumbus Avenue church, Waco, 
Texas w here Trine Starnes has been the 
preacher for about 15 years. Th ere were 
two baptisms, Prestoncrest church, 
Dallas, where George W. Bai ley has 
been the preacher for ten years. He is 
now sharing the pulpi t with M ike 
Peters. Good crowds and interest in all 
these meetings. 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1982 in an expanding bac
calaureate norsing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division majo r is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of medical-surgical, mental health or pediatrics. 
O ther areas may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small 
town only an hour's drive from downtown (,.ittle Rock . For f~rther information, 
contact Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University , Searcy. 
AR 72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholster ed t ype. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimnte. 

1 _________ :.:=-::!:~:::::~: ____ j 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• aad help the church grow, too! 

~Z0/o to ~5°/o 
Co~npoundlng Beats lnftadon! 

See Bow Your Moaey Grows Ia A Tax·Sbeltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIYIDVAL RBTIRBMENT ACCOUNT B.R. 10 (Keop) 
sa,ooo Javested Per Year* SIS,OOO lavested Per Year* 

Alter Javestmeat @U'- @IS .. Alter IDv•tl:aeat @UCI. @IS'-
syean $10,000 814,578.59 SIS,7S7·7S Syean $75,000 S107,BH.J6 $118,1U.S6 

IOyean so,ooo 40,U8.46 48,U4.88 IOyean 150,000 J00,965.a6 361,763.54 
zoyean 40,000 168,b5.77 US,U9.0 SO yean JOO,OOO l,a66,1U.J8 1,898,481.15 .,. ..... 60,000 S81,S7S.37 1,18,491.0 30J'eai'S 450,000 4,361,817.33 8,4Z6,a&4S 

*~eetlve January s, S98Za Any wa1e earaer may Invest up to SZ,OOO per year ••• TAX• 
SHELTERED ••• Ia aa Individual Retlremeat Aec:oaat (IRA), re1ardless ol eldstla8 plaas. Also, 
Investments to Keolh (B.R. SO) Plaas may be Increased to sss,ooo per year. 

TAX·SBBLTBRBD, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or K.BOGB PLANS lavested Ia 
mOI'tlale obanb boads are Olll'l'elldJ' eanda8 
laterest at u-. to ss-.. 
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Trust Co!DPaaY ol America 
5408 Bell •· Boz 8183 

Amarillo, Tezaa 79109-1005 
(806) 358-Z491 

Please Alld laformatloa oa the: 

o Keolb PlaD (SeD-employed Rednmeat Plaa) 
0 LR.A. (Employed penoaa Retlnmeat PlaD) 
Name ______________________________ __ 

~-------------------------------
CltJ'~.-----------State-l-_____ ZJp ___ _ 

PhoaeNo·-----------------------------
(Da~) Olllbt) 

Trast Compaay ol America, P.O. Boz 8183, Amarillo, 
Tezaa 79109-IOOS, (806) 358•Z491 I 

Tbls aaaoaaceaseat Ia aot aa oHer to Hll aor a aollcltatloa ol aa 
oHer to ~ tlleae MCal'ltlea. 'llle olferlaa Ia made b7 tile 
Proapectu. 
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TEAM OF TEN COMMITS TO EVANGELIZE FRENCH SPEAK
ING AFRICANS-After years of preparation this mission team 
will enter Cameroun, West Afnca in May 1982. This is the 
largest number of Church missionaries ever to work in French 
speaking Africa. There are 22 countries in Africa where French 
is the primary lang uage and there are no more than o ne to 
three '!lissionaries in a ll of the o the r French speaking African 
countnes. Team members are David & Lori French, Janet 
Tallman, Mark Broadus, Darrell Johnson, Jim & Laura Reppart, 
Carla Dean Thompson, Matt & Pam Jackson. 

Austin, Texas, January 12, 1982 
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1832-1982 
We have no idea how many church bodies there are 

wh ich have a common reason for celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the Campbel l-Stone unity meeting held in 
january 1832, but there must be at least a half a hun
dred. Isn't that a travesty? 

We do not usua lly advocate that churches observe 
special occasions, but we be lieve it would be a com
mendable .thing if al l the sects among us gave some 
thought to trying to re-enact the famous unity meeting 
held in Lexington, Kentucky in 1832. All our sects are 
justly proud of that meeti ng, and the part it played in 
our history. It just could be that another one like it might 
give us more reason to rejoice. 

Followers of Barton W. Stone, called Christians, and 
fol lowers of Alexander Campbel l, called disciples, came 
together .:>n january 1, 1832, to ign ite a unity cand le t hat 
has shed a radiant glow through a century and a half of 
history. If f i fty men w hose names we might mention, 
along w ith the sects they have fathered, could be con
vened to discuss anew the possibility of working to
gether, rather than fur ther sub-dividing, it would be an 
event that would make the shouts of angels reverberate 
through the vau lts of heaven. 

We have had the privilege of planning and participat
ing in a few meetings in w hich brethren of different 
views sat down together to seek some common ground 
of unity. Nothing much ever came from these meetings, 
but we are stron gly o f the opinion that, like some meet
ings w here there were no baptisms, "much good was 
done" anyway. We are even now in the planning stage 
of such a meeting wi th alienated brethren in another 
nation. Nothing has given us any more persona l satis
faction than these efforts to unite the people of God. 

We believe that something should be done-not just 
once in every one hundred f ifty years- to keep alive, 
and give meaning to, the spiri t of unity characterized by 
the Lexington meeting. 

We believe the re is real merit in the idea of bringing 
together all the sects w ho are not too sectarian to par
ticipate in one grand meeting this year to acknow ledge, 
commemorate and ca ll attention ot the noble Campbell 
Stone effort. 

We fu rther believe that it would be a good idea on a 
local basis in every community to convene some sort of 
meeting w hose purpose was to explore a possible basis 
of unity rather t han further d ivision. If we preached 
unity and practiced love like we preach division and 
practice hate we might yet sa lvage something of the 
movement w hich these pioneers so nobly began. 

We have stressed the " issues" that divide us rather 
than the things we have in common. The things we have 
in common are fa r grea ter and far more important than 
the things that d ivide us. Yet we have allowed the latter 
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to make a shamble out of the world's most noble p lea. 
When they open the books to judge us, some of us will 
find a heavy, heavy hand on the balances against us. 

The principles upon which the success of the Camp
bell-S tone meeting rested are just as exciting and just 
as cha llenging today as they were then. 

There runs through all our sects a deep abiding fa ith 
in the Bible as the inspired and on ly wi ll and word of 
God. Al l recognize alike its authority and its bind ing 
nature. It is to us all the bread of li fe and the wate r of 
life. We are all committed to a Bible based fellowship. 
The so le source of our authority for every rule of faith 
and practice is universally recognized. Thank God, we 
have not lost our unity here. 

We believe in one God, omnipotent and omni
present, and in one jesus Chri st, who we all recogn ize as 
Lord of heaven and earth. We all believe in one Holy 
Spi ri t, sent by the father in t he name of j esus to con
vict the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment 
to come. Thank God, we have not lost our uni ty here. 

We all believe that jesus Christ bu il t but one church, 
which he purchased with his b lood on the cross, estab
li shed himself, keeps himself, and for which he is 
coming at the end of the age. Thank God, we have not 
lost our unity here. 

We could go on and on, enumerating a veritable host 
of other things in which this movement after 150 years 
is still unshakably united. The sectarian spiri t which has 
shattered the precious unity of that day is based upon 
Devilish th ings rather than upon the Scriptures. 

It is inevitable that controversies come. In the heat 
of "the issues" it is probably inevitab le that some di
visions come. But they should be temporary. When the 
issues pass, as they al l do, then surely the division the 
issues caused should die with the issues. It is unthink
able that division shou ld be left as a monument to a 
dead issue. 

The Christian movement was conceived in history by 
the boundless love of a gracious God who was willing 
to lay all our iniquities on j esus and reconci le us unto 
himself in his Son. It was inaugurated by the illimitable 
love of a Savior who surrendered himself to the agony 
of the Cross to perfect our unity w ith the Father. It was 
held together in its early years by a brotherly love so 
much like the love of the Father and of the Son that 
"each counted not his li fe dear unto himself." Centuries 
later it was shattered by those who did not care enough 
to preserve it. 

We wou ld like to have some small part in bringing 
(Continued on page 7) 
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The Church • Plastic Bubble 1n a 
or 

Worldliness Will Always Be in the Church 

There is a lot of concern being voiced 
~broad these days because of the grow
mg amount of "worldliness" in the 
church. And rightly so. It was not too 
many years ago that the great scandal 
of worldliness in my home church was 
that "So and so dyed her hair!!!" We all 
knew she had, because something went 
wrong ~nd it turned out purple. For 
mo~ths It was the gossip of the congre
~atlon. We all would have been morti
fied if anything had happened like 
what goes on every day in church now 

'! is very common to hear of congre~ 
g~tlons troubled by marriage problems 
d!v~rce, illegitimate children, drug ad~ 
diCtion, and just about any other sin you 
can name. Hours upon hours are spent 
by .elders together and by ministers on 
!heir knees trying to find an answer to 
It all. What is the answer?! What is the 
cause?! Is it that we have not "come 
do~n hard enough" on sin? Is it that 
we ve preached too much about it until 
people are immune to our cries of 
II Jfl"? I . h wo · · s 1t t at we have failed to em-
p.hasize. sufficiently the consequences of 
s~n? ~~ 1t that we have failed to empha
SIZe grace" as we should? 

All of our queries fall with a dull 
"thud" before ~s. because the problems 
go on. In legahst1c 11hell-fire and brim
stone" churches. In "grace-oriented" 
churc~es. In churches with a narrow and 
negat1ve message. In churches with a 
~ro~d and positive message. None of us 
IS Immune. We may 11disfellowship" 
those involved so that the 11black sheep" 
go somewhere else. We may strike their 
names from our rolls in an effort to 
"cl " . eanse our own record. We may just 
1gnore the people with the problems 
and hope they will move. But the prob
lems are there, and our rugs are bulging 
all over from our attempts to conceal 
them. 

'="e face a great temptation at this 
pomt to long for the "good ole days" 
of yesteryear. If there were just some way 
to burn the T.V.s ... retreat from the 
large, crime-infested cities ... return to 
a small, agrarian community ... or per-
haps cluster all together in a Christian
college-like community where the 
infection of the world would be mini
mal! If there were just some way to 
enclose our congregations within a 
"plastic bubble' 'to keep out the infec-

JOHN J. WRIGHT 

tion and prevent our people from 
contacting disease! 

I~ must be admitted, we've tried! 
We ve changed our strategy more than 
once. We've tried the nhard approach" 
... the "g.e~tle app~oach" ... pscholo
gy · · . pos1t1ve thmkmg ... seminars ... 
workshops · · . encounters, etc., etc., ad 
nauseam. We have even tried "selective 
e~angelism"-where we carefully have 
aimed our outreach efforts toward "re
spectable" people. Those who are 
church-going and upstanding in every 
way, just like us ... except for baptism 
(pe~haps). Correspondingly, we've 
avo.'ded t~ose who lacked the moral and 
soc!al refmements we find so dear, as
~urmg ourselves that "they wouldn't be 
mt.erested in The Truth anyway!" Yet, in 
sp1te of all our efforts, the disease rages 
on! 

It is imperative that we Jearn that 
"wo ldl' " · r mess 1s not restricted to "the 
other side of the tracks." Nor is it a new 
problem. It permeates the world in 
which .we live, wherever we live. Our 
world IS a "Combat Zone" from which 
we cannot flee. True . . . the form in 
which this worldliness is most obviously 
expressed changes from time to time. 
True ... its form may find varieties of 
expression from place to place. True 
also . . . there may be a more pro
~~mnced aggression now than there was 

m the good ole days." And it may even 
~e true that is is worse some places 
(I.e. large urban areas) than it is other 
places. But it is there, assuredly! And 
we cannot escape it! 

Since the world we live in is diseased 
~ith sin, we must not expect to escape 
!ts dangers or its pain. We will not. And 
1~ will profoundly affect the church ... 
s1mply because the church is in the 
world and made up of people from the 
world. The more evangelistic we are as 
a people, the more true this fact is 
proven to be. People are redeemed in
stantly, but people are not reformed 
instantly. Moreover, the deeper we 
penetrate into the moral and ethical 
sewers with our Message, the greater 
the reformation and healing process de
manded for those who respond. 

A '!'edical tea.m cannot expect to 
~nter mto a plague-infested city to min
Ister and heal and bring health . . . 

wi~hou~ encountering the danger of 
bemg _mfected by the disease. Surely 
they w1ll so encounter it. They will suffer 
alongside of the people they serve, and 
perhaps some will even die. Are we 
therefore to conclude that they should 
not go!? Perish the thought! Of course 
!hey ~ust go ... else the people will 
JUSt d1e. 
. In the same way, we must go! Christ's 
hght must be allowed to shine through 
us in the vast darkness, even though the 
dense smog of our contaminated world 
may stain our globes, inhibiting the 
light. And, as salt, we must serve as a 
preservative, retarding the decay of our 
world. But we cannot expect to have 
much impact without spending our 
saltiness. Yes, the church will be af
fected by the world. just as jesus de
parted this world bruised and scarred 
so will she be. ' 

Temptation will attack us repeatedly, 
demanding, "Retreat!" 11 Restrict your 
outreach to those who are 'acceptable.' 
Establish a 'minimum standard' to be 
required of candidates before entry, in 
order to 'weed out' those with messy 
lives. No more of that 'Just As I am' non
sense! Avoid individuals who have 
drinking problems . ~ . or marital prob
lems. Reject those i who have been 
divorced ... or addicted ... or illegiti
mately conceived . . . or sexually con
fused . . or have known anyone who 
has been! Retreat from those sin
infested cities to a secure plastic 
bubble . . . to save yourself and your 
own." 

Yes, some have yielded to this tempta
tion. More presently are considering it 
as a preferred choice. But WE must not! 
Because Jesus did not! He exited the 
gate of the Temple to enter the market 
place where the people were. Where 
they cursed ... and gossipped ... and 
swindled each other. Where they fought 
... and lusted ... and sold their bodies 
into prostitution. And he did so at his 
own risk! In order to save some. 

In the same way, we must go. He 
sends us to challenge the dangers. The 
cause is that we might save some. Fear 
may prompt us to recoil from our task. 
But if we do . . . all the world will go 
to Hell!!! 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, Texas 77504 
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Jan. 1, 1982-Anniversary of Unity (1) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

Part 2: CAN WE BE ONE? 
january 1, 1982 marked the 150th anniversary of one of the 

most significant events in the history of our restoration move
ment in America-the uniting of the Stone and Campbell 
movements in a meeting held at Lexington, Kentucky, on jan. 
1, 1832. The ideal of returning to the New Testament in an 
attempt to restore the primitive church had occurred to many 
men in America, men like James O'Kelly and Rice Haggard in 
Virginia, Elias Smith and Abner Jones in New England, Barton 
Stone and John Mulkey in Kentucky, and the Campbells in 
Pennsylvania. 

The most important of these movements were those led by 
Barton W. Stone and the Campbells. These two movements 
had begun independently, each unaware of the other, but by 
the 1820's they began to learn of one another, especially in 
Ohio and Kentucky. Alexander Campbell visited Kentucky in 
1823, then returned in 1824 for a three-month preaching trip, 
and on the second trip he met Barton W. Stone for the first 
time. The two men recognized the similarity in their beliefs 
and goals. Stone later recalled that when Campbell came to 
Kentucky, "I saw no distinctive feature between the doctrine 
he _preached and that which we had preached for many years, 
except on baptism for the remission of sins." And Stone 
acknowledged Campbell "the greatest promotor of this Re
formation of any man living." There were also contacts in 
Ohio, where Walter Scott began preaching baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins with remarkable success, and where 
Christian preachers (of the Stone movement) were influenced 
by Scott. 

Similarities 
Stone wrote an article entitled "Union" in the August, 1831, 

issue of his paper, the Christian Messenger. The article began, 
''The question is going the round of society, and is often pro
posed to us, Why are not you and the Reformed Baptists, one 
people? or, Why are you not united? We have uniformly 
answered: In spirit we are united, and that no reason existed 
on our side to prevent the union in fact." Stone then enumer
ated a number of the basic beliefs that the two movements 
shared. (1) Both were working for the unity of all God's peo
ple, regardless of diversity of opinions. (2) Both taught that 
sectarianism was anti-christian and that all Christians should 
be united in the one body of Christ. (3) Both believed that 
"authoritative creeds and confessions" were the foundation of 
sectarianism and should be abandoned. (4) Both preached the 
gospel to all men, and they believed that the evidences within 
the message were sufficient to bring sinners to faith and 
obedience. 

There were many other similarities which might be added 
to Stone's list. Both had reacted against Calvinistic theology 
(then_ unquestioningly accepted by Presbyterians, Congrega
tionalists, most Baptists, and many others) with its total de
pravity, predestination, and limited atonement. Both move
ments accepted immersion as the New Testament baptism. 
And both believed that denominational names should be laid 
aside. 

Differences 
Yet, there were also differences between the two groups, 

differences that would have to be faced and surmounted if the 
two groups were to be united. Stone addressed some of these 
differences in his Christian Messenger article. One involved 
the name that God's people should wear. Stone and Campbell 

I 
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agreed that all sectarian names should be abandoned, but they 
did not agree what name should be used. Stone's preference 
was clear, "We reject all names, but Christian-they acknowl
edge it most proper, but seem to prefer another." Stone ar
gued that the name "Christian" was given by divine authority. 
Campbell denied this and chose "disciple" as an older name 
and more widely used in the New Testament. 

Also, since some of the New England "Christians" had ac
cepted Unitarian views about Christ, Campbell feared that 
anyone wearing the name "Christian" might be suspect. And 
there was some cause for Campbell's concern. Stone refused 
to accept the language of Calvinistic creeds in describing the 
Trinity, and this led many Kentucky Baptists to charge that he 
was an "Arian" (someone who denies the complete deity of 
Jesus). 

The two groups differed in observing the Lord's supper. The 
Campbells, following the example of the Haldane movement 
in Britain, observed the Lord's supper weekly from the begin
ning. But the Stone movement did not. As Stone later recalled 
in his Autobiography, "They insisted also upon weekly com
munion, which we had neglected." 

The question of fellowshipping the unimmersed was a 
thornier problem. The Stone group had begun to baptize by 
immersion in 1807, the Campbells in 1812, so there was no 
question about immersion's being the New Testament way. 
The problem was in how they viewed those who were unim
mersed. Stone wrote, "They contend ..• that none but the 
immersed have their sins remitted; and therefore they cannot 
commune with the unimmersed. On this point we cannot 
agree with them." Stone's reasoning was that this view would 
exclude millions of good people across the centuries from 
heaven. 
- Campbell did insist that only the immersed could be ac

cepted into the fellowship of the church. God might judge the 
heart, but we must judge by visible obedience. Stone said, "I 
find nothing in the Scripture to forbid me to commune with 
unbaptized people at the Lord's table." Campbell responded, 
"It is not enough to say there is no command against it. Is 
there no command for it?" If not, Campbell reasoned, we have 
no authority to do it. 

The two groups also differed in their approach to evange
lism. The Stone movement has its roots in the second great 
awakening~ and its preachers stressed the emotional side of 
religion and exhorted sinners to "weep and mourn" in prayer 
as they sought salvation. Campbell and Walter Scott, on the 
other hand, took a more rational approach to evangelism. The 
New Testament message is preached, and when the sinner 
believes in Christ, he is told to repent and be baptized for the 
forgiveness of sins. Stone wondered whether this approach 
recognized the work of the Holy Spirit in conversion. 

"Can We Be One'l" 
As leaders in the two restoration movements began to ask, 

"Can we be one?" they realized that the two groups shared 
many common beliefs and aims. They had so much in com
mon. But there were also differences, significant differences, 
between them, and these would have to be approached 
prayerfully with open hearts and open Bibles. Could they be
come one? Could they show the divided Christian world how 
real Christian unity can be achieved? That question would be 
answered at Lexington, Kentucky, on jan. 1, 1832. 
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<.PLACE: Jerusalem, the Gate Beautiful 
facmg the Temple. PERSONS: Peter and 
John, one crippled beggar. ACTION: 
Peter and John head for the Temple 
for an hour of prayer, but are inter
r.upted by beggar who asks for a dona
tiOn. ~TYLE.: ei.seg~sis (not exegesis) 
and wildly 1magmat1ve, i.e. untrue.) 

Then Peter said, "Silver and gold have 
I none . . . and you know, John, that 
really peeves me. It just isn't fair Every 
body else has silver and gold, but do us 
lowlv preachers have any silver and 
gold? No .. 'Silver and gold have I none' 
-t~at's o~r line. But what really gripes 
?le 1s thati when other folks, even others 
m the cHurch, even some elders and 
de~cons don't get what they want, they 
stnke. But can we strike? No." 

"But Peter, what about this cripple 
here?" John inquired. 

"forget h.im. Come here, John, Jet's 
go ove~ beh,nd that gate, I'm not done." 
So leavmg the gate Beautiful, they went 
around the wall and sat down. "Baseball 
players strike, John, so do the umpires, 
even school teachers strike firemen 
strike, air traffic controllers 'strike, of 
course the labor unions strike, but even 
garbage men strike-garbage men! But 
do, we strike? No. We just get poorer; 
were, walked all over and mistreated 
'Silveri and gold have I none'-indeed!'; 

"Well, if you're really troubled by it 
why don't you call fire down fro~ 
heaven and teach them something!" 
John flared up, his nostrils and eyes in
flamed. "Yah, burn them or sic bears 
on them-like Elisha did. That teaches 
respect, and it's effective." 

"Now John," Peter said in a con
descending way, putting his hand on 
John's shoulder, "we can't go around 
zapping people with thunder when we 
don't get our way. There are more hu
mane ways to get our way-like 
striking!" 

"I don't understand, Pete, how can 
striking do any good?" 

"Oh, it's powerful. It really puts the 
~ressure on folks, and, you know, some
times a person has to do that for the 
good of everybody concerned. A little 
pressure never hurt anyone. If we had 
developed some clout and used it on the 
Pharisees, they might not have pulled 
off the crucifixion. I'll tell you, that 
'suffering Jove' stuff sometimes doesn't 
work and you have to use a little force." 

just then Matthew happened by. 
"Matthew, do you have your writing 
board with. you?" "Good, sit down here, 
we've got something for you to write." 

"We do?" john inquired. 
"Sure we do, we're going on strike. 

I'm calling a strike action. Ok, Matt, 
write this down. These are our demands: 
We want as your apostles a guaranteed 
salary of $50,000 per year in gold and 

What if-
Peter Called a Strike? 

MICHAEL HALL 

silver pieces." Peter said, looking up in a 
contemplative way. 

."Got it; fire away!" Matthew quickly 
sa1d. 

"Also,. we demand copyrite and 
royalty nghts UPFRONT on all the books 
an~ l.etters we write. Got that?" 
• "Rlgh~ on, Pete, but what's that for?" 
I ~hat s utterly essential, bcause if we 
don t demand upfront money the 'II 
take our writings, publish them Y. 
l,aether bindings, c:nd make a fortu~~ 
an~ we'l I never get a silver-cent of it. 
~nte, $10,000 per personal correspon-
enc~, $15,000 for recorded sermon

and lls.ten guys, publish few, that'll keep 

f
the pnce up-and, ah let's say $25 000 
or every book." ' ' 

:. "S~und~ awful steep to me Peter" 
J,ohn mterJected. ' 

"Perhaps, but it'll go to arbitration 
a~yway, and we might as well start 
high. We can always come down " 
; "But Peter, is that right? 1 me~n is 

that ethical?" ' 
~. "~ook John, we're FIGHTING for our 
l~vehhood, we're fighting for human 
~lghts, we're fighting for a decent liv
m!?, we're fighting for our wives and 
ch1ldren ... " 

"I never thought of that." 
". · · and we're fighting for all the 

future ~eneration of preachers, who, if 
~e ~on t pull off this strike action, will 
live m poverty, be mistreated and let 
our profession be looked upon ~ith con
t~mpt!" ~e.ter was on his feet by the 
trme he f1mshed and looked like he was 
ready to offer an invitation. 

::cot it" Matthew said, "what else?" 
Well, we should demand meal

money for the road. Before long we'll 
all. b~ spreading out and carryi~g the 
Fa1th mto the whole· world; so Jet's ask 
$25.50 per day." 

Steven, a future deacon, heard Peter 
?s h~ ca~e by and couldn't help but 
mterJect,. Goodness sakes, Rocky, that 
sounds hke you intend to live high on 
the hog!" 

"Don't say 'hog' around here!!" both 
John and Matthew yelled simultaneous
ly. "Where do you think you are?" John 
finished the rebuke. 
: "Hold it down, guys" Peter said "and 

h' I h I I ere s anot er dema,nd, since we work 
pretty hard, let's demand one weekend 
off per month so we can get away to 
the lake. We don't want our people to 
think they can expect us to do all the 
sacrificing. If the deacons can miss 
church and go fishing, so can we." 

John, who loved fishing, led a rousing 

chorus of "Three cheers for Peter." "But 
I don't think that we'll actually get it" 
he said afterwards. ' 

Matthew said, "Why don't we put in a 
'No rain on Sunday' demand so that our 
attendance won't be affected by bad 
weather?" 

"Good idea, got that Matt?" Peter 
asked. 

"And how about regular working 
hours, 9 to 5, instead of all this late into 
the night, all hours of the day stuff?" 
john suggested.! 

"And don't forget to throw in a 'No 
Flack Clause'~' said James (John's 
older brother) : as he approached the 
group. : 

"What's a no flack clause?" Peter 
asked. 

"A no flack clause means-no prob
lems, no social rejection, no conflict, 
no rocking ofl the boat, no getting 
agitated, those ~ind of things. No firing 
on the spot. O~herwise, someone might 
one of these days get upset with us 
and one of us might just lose our head 
over this Chri~tianity thing." 

"Ok, what else?" 
"Well, I'm sick and tired of always 

meeing in homes or out on yards. The 
mosquitos and bugs have been horrible 
this spring. Let'~ demand that we get a 
TEMPLE like the jews have down the 
street, do you know what kind of appeal 
to the publick we could have with 
something like that?" 

"Got that, Matt?" Peter quizzed Mat-
thew. 

"Yeap, and listen fellows, if we're 
going to carry out a strike action, we 
have got to prepare ourselves. I know, I 
used to be in business. It can be pretty 
rough." 

"What do you mean, Matthew?" 
james inquired. 

"Well, in the business world, you've 
just got to be cold, ruthless, and show 
no mercy. So if anybody wants a 
funeral, we've got to hold to our guns, 
look them in the eye and say, 'No way, 
let the dead bury the dead. We're not 
budging until we get our demands.' 
And, if any want to be married or bap
tized, it's the same thing. We have to 
face the fact that we're going to have 
to make them sweat awhile before they 
give us what we're asking." 

"I didn't realize it would mean all 
that" john said a little hesitant now. 

"That and more" Matthew continued. 
"It'll mean that when the bleeding 
hearts come to you and say 'aren't you 
supposed to deny yourself and take up 
your cross?' or if they whine, 'you're 
creating such great inconveniences for 
everybody!' or 'don't you care about 
anybody but yourself and your own 
greed?' that we've got to be tough, let 
it go in one ear and out the other." 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Our university settings apply a kind 
of academic pressure: you gather and 
apply knowledge, or you fail. The push 
to excel intellectually can drive students 
desperately onward for learning, to get 
that prestige which we so strongly as
sociate with scholastic achievement. Al
though sophia, the most common New 
Testament· term for wisdom, generally 
refers more to insight than to objective 
knowledge, its visible linguistic link to 
our word "sophistica~ion" spotlights the 
respect we have for: persons who have 
made it far up the e~ucational ladder. 

How should we as disciples of Jesus 
see wisdom? What "sophistication" 
genuinely demands our respect? 

Bottom-line genuine wisdom is un
related to academic excellence or pro
fessional degree. It's a lifestyle; no 
graduate study brings it. No record of 
conquering the most advanced course
work shows it. Only the way you live 
among your peers can validate the claim 
that you have wisdom. 

Paul told the church in Colosse that 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl
edge are hidden in jesus Christ (Col. 
2:2, 3). In following verses he elaborates 
on Jesus' fulfillment in the flesh of all 
God's divine nature. jesus, then, serves 
as the one and only true way to unity 
with God. And we-his followers
unite in that victory when we're buried 
with him through immersion. Then liv
ing in a free relationship with God, Paul 
argues that our calling shouldn't center 
on ornamental religious dogma; while 
elaborate rituals and systems of theology 
appear to epitomize godliness, they 
can't really have any power to change 
our nature. God's wisdom through 
Christ is not just holy words. It's a holy 
life of being buried and raised new 
with Christ. The transformed life then 
does bring out two visible behavioral 
effects: one is negative, that is, the 
avoidance and purging of selfish, evil 
acts and thought patterns; the second is 
positive, that is, growing into the mind 
of jesus Christ, living compassionately 
to show others our Father. Here's the 
crux of all the "treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge": living as Jesus did, by 
God's will and power. 

"For the word of the cross is to those 
who are perishing foolishness, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. For it is written, 

'I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the cleverness of the 
clever I will set aside.' 

Where is the wise man? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since in the 
wisdom of God the world through its 
wisdom did not come to know God, 
God was well pleased through the 
foolishness of the message preached 
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Christian 
Wisdom 

CHUCK BRYANT 

to save those who believe. For in
deed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks 
search for wisdom; But we preach 
Christ crucified, to jews a stumbling 
block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 
but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God." 

Because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. For consider 
your calling, brethren, that there were 
not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble; but 
God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to 
shame the things which are strong, and 
the base things of the world and the 
despised, God has chosen, the things 
that are not, that he might nullify the 
things that are, that no man should 
boast before God. But by his doing you 
are in Christ jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, that, 
just as it is written, 

"Let him who boasts, boast in the 
Lord." (1 Cor.1-18-31, NASV) 

Let no man deceive himself. If any 
man among you thinks that he is wise 
in this age, let him become foolish that 
he may become wise. (I Cor. 3:18, 
NASV) 
Let's extract three facets of Christian 
wisdom from this passage. 
Wisdom is not just academic-it's active. 

Paul could here have been addressing 
the same religionists Jesus reprimanded 
in, e.g., Matt. 23:2-7ff. Their "wisdom" 
had deteriorated to superficial piety and 
a rigorous schedule of worship-motions. 
Their lives had become stagnant. While 
their religiousness took on more and 
more artificial additives, they became 
more like the Athenian philosophers 
who were eager to discuss "God" only 
for the sake of theological gymnastics 
(Ac. 17:21). "Wisdom" had become 
something to memorize and recite. 

No eloquent profession of creed or 
catechism makes one a child of God, 
regardless of how sound it may be. The 
person who claims devotion to the true 
Biblical teachings of jesus and his unde
nominational body of disciples while 
looking back over his shoulder isn't fit 
for the kingdom. That person's hollow 
testimony only puts coal in the fires of 
worldly criticisms. And Christians who 

are genuinely striving to refine their 
faith get a bad name-from within the 
ranks, from those who depend on their 
holy words and facts. 

Consider the "deeper" passages of 
scripture. None of them ever dead-ends 
at a bare wall of theological data. The 
Word always resolves into practicality. 
For examples, follow Romans 9-11 into 
12-15; Galatians 3 and 4 into 5 and 6; 
and 2 Peter 2:3:10 into 3:11-18. No 
matter how profound the framework of 
thought and expression, the inspired 
writers always draw the mind of God 
into the daily life of the believer. Ideas 
don't make it alone. Impressive teaching 
is fulfilled only to the extent that the 
academics become lifestyle-the life
style of Jesus. Take it one more step, 
now: since a thoroughly-developed sys
tem of intricate religious belief is use
Jess before God, what real greatness can 
we imagine to find in the academic de
grees and immense banks of "knowl
edge" so central to our schools? There's 
nothing· wrong with pursuing excellence 
there. But will we as Jesus' disciples 
exalt it to the point that one family 
member is preferred over another be
cause of the educational status? And will 
we individually let ourselves secretly see 
ourselves as better just because we may 
be the ·more educated? Summa cum 
Laude is irrelevant in the family of God. 

Then perhaps it seems improper, say, 
to work toward an advanced mastery 
of Biblical knowledge. And is it just 
glory-seeking to seek a greater aware
ness of other religions and philosophies? 
Paul evidently didn't think so. He was 
well-educated (Ac. 22:3) and respected 
in his "social standing" (Phil. 3:5); he 
used his background and apparent fa
miliarity with uninspired and pagan 
though as a valid evangelistic tool (Ac. 
17:28; Titus 1:12). There can be definite 
benefits for the soldier of Christ who 
learns to talk shop in the world's market
place. Atheists, humanists, cultists and 
eastern teachers need the gospel of 
Jesus just as much as the folks in the 
southeast United States; we do need to 
expand our resources-spiritual and in
tellectual-to be more prepared to meet 
them where they are. That's going to 
demand serious, extensive research and 
thought. And we aren't all really able to 
face that particular need to the same de
gree. But we each can live up· to our 
calling as servants of God; that's what 
must ultimately touch the unbeliever's 
heart. The matrix of logic, rhetoric and 
debate can go only so far, even though 
it may be needed for opening the first 
door. When the most carefully-con
structed arguments have been countered 
or even refuted, only that life which is 
selfless, spirit-led, and crucified (Gal. 
2:20, 21) can stand firm as the smoke 
of debating clears. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sowing and Reaping (2) 
CHARLES HODGE 

Read John 4 and John 9! Observe the principles Jesus 
personified in personal work. John 4 says there must be seed 
sowing before soul saving! We stress reaping; Jesus taught 
sowing. The law of seedtime and harvest. There cannot be 
harvest without seed. We must overcome the idea of reaping 
without sowing. All wish to reap; none wish to sow. We do 
not fail in the harvest; we fail at planting and watering. This 
means we remain "suckers" for some new gimmick. A farmer 
plants and works-then patiently waits. He does not pull fruit 
green. We demand immediate success-or forget it! We want 
short cuts. We want results! God is glorified when his seed 
is planted! :We must cancel our "combine mentality." People 
who sow are in evangelism, too They must not be demeaned! 
Reapers enter into their work! The issue is sowing not har
vesting. 

Treat People Right 
Read the Gospel accounts. Jesus treated people right! In 

any evangelistic outreach this must be lesson #1 I Much of 
our alleged evangelism does not even treat people right! 
Jesus does not make men mean; the Gospel cannot be com
municated in rudeness! Why does the Church exist if not to 
love people? There can be no greater sin than to mistreat 
people! The way we treat others reveals our theology-our 
concept of God. If our God is so loving why are we so in
considerate? Sinners can only understand the love of God 
they see in us. The way we treat others is critical! 

In John 4 jesus met a Samaritan woman. He asked her for 
a drink. This acknowledged she was a dignified human being 
with value. This overcame a Jew-Samaritan, man-woman, 
saved-lost situation. Sometimes we don't even know/remem
ber our prospect's name! This meant Jesus could receive 
from her. He allowed her to help him! Water-the subject
is common to all. This came from daily contact not an ar
tificial confrontation. If we ar.e blind to daily opportunities 
why go knock on a stranger's door? A soul winner is a friend 
maker. The apostle Paul had one hundred listed friends. It is 
always right to treat others right. 

In John 9 Jesus met the blind man at the point of his 
needs. At first he did not ask for faith-he did not hand out 
a tract. There was no obligation, no regimentation. Only after 
he was cast out of the synagogue did jesus find him. He paid 
a price to gain his eyes! He lost his synagogue, his parents, 
and future jobs! It costs to see! Then Jesus asked him about 
his faith! Jesus built a rapport-a relationship. He served be
fore he saved. Perceived needs were healed before eternal 
needs were discussed. 

Mistakes 
(1) I am "working" on him. Do you want to be "worked 

on?" We are witnesses not prosecuting attorneys. We are not 
sent to "straighten the world out" (Mt. 28:18-20). We are 
here to announce not threaten. Don't grab people off the 
street. Don't "jump on people." Don't have hidden agendas. 
Don't deceive, manipulate, intimidate. Love them to life
don't law them to death! 

(2) Lifestyle Evangelism. Evangelism must come from the 
life before the lips. Read 2 Corinthians 2-6! The "Aroma" of 
Christ ... living epistles known and read. The first "Bible'" 

people see is you and I! Because of us they never get to God's 
Bible! The life you live is the lesson you teach. Evangelism is 
a life-not merely a function. Be yourself; earn the right to 
be heard. 

(3) No "occupant evangelism." Some insurance men only 
sell policies-real ones serve clients! We are in the "people 
business." We are "servants" not ''salesmen." Be courteous. 
Don't trespass by putting tracts on cars at ballgames/shop
ping centers. This even violates the law! Don't get a man 
with noble intentions cornered a a funeral and lambast him! 
This is taking advantage of a man! You say, "This may be the 
only time he ever hears the Gospel!" But God's Gospel does 
not take advantage of people! Go back and back and back 
with noble intentions cornered at a funeral and lambast him! 
on the sinner's time not yours! When/how/where can it be 
best for him? jesus met people on their schedule-not his! 
Sharing Jesus and sharing about Jesus can be two different 
things. Don't cram religion; don't breathe down people's 
necks. jesus never did that. Truth without love comes across 
as arrogance. Having the right message gives no man the 
right to abuse it. 

(4) Not "soul winners." This jargon is incorrect. Proverbs is 
not talking about "Great Commisison Evangelism." Jesus, 
Acts, the Epistles never use the term! A "soul winner" im
plies a "soul lover!" This involves argument, debate, a vic
tory/loss. We go out to get more "notches on our spiritual 
gun." We have been abusive! Go as servants! We are "won 
to serve" not "won to win." We sow-God does the winning 
(if this is what he calls it!) Evangelism is an attitude not merely 
an act. It is not our job to "tell people off." The Mormons 
have learned that door knocking (cold turkey) results in .01% 
success. What if a sectarian knocked upon your door? Would 
you change religion in thirty minutes? What kind of person 
would make such a radical change without prior awareness? 
Did we go to sow or to reap? to do both? Someone says, 
"Yon did get that one!" Yes, but you also may have shut 
100 doors! TREAT PEOPLE RIGHT! 

The word is the sword (Eph. 6). Just put an S before word 
and you have sword But this is to be used against Satan and 
sin. The word is also the seed! One said of a preacher, "After 
hearing him no one could ever make it to heaven." Don't 
turn the Good News (Gospel) into Bad News! Sinners are 
not enemies; they are the people Jesus died for. TREAT 
PEOPLE RIGHT.! 

1832-1982 

(Continued from page 2) 

together from the continents of the earth and from the 
islands of the sea, the sheep from a thousand hills, that 
they might be one flock with one shepherd. If we could 
seize upon the spark that glowed so brightly in Lexing
ton long ago, and help fan it to flame, we would be a 
much happier people and the world would have a lot 
more. reason for thanking God that we even existed. 
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A Report on the First Campus Ministry 
On The Straight and Narrow-

A Zealot Takes Hell Seriously 

HOMER WARD 
Religious Reporter 

Being a student in the School of Ty
rannus in Ephesus seems now to involve 
more than the normal teaching of this 
well-known and beloved schoolmaster. 

A man named Paul, who previously 
taught in the Jewish Synagogue, is now 
preaching and teaching in the lecture 
hall at the school. Reports are that dur
ing the three months he was in the 
synagogue his following grew to the 
point that he needed a larger audi
torium and Tyrannnus has allowed him 
to use the spacious hall at the school. 

This reporter has interviewed many of 
the young people at the school and their 
varied reactions hate been not only 
interesting but very informative regard
ing the strict discipline and demands 
of his teaching. Other religious leaders 
are critical of his adamant stand on bap
tism. Not only does he insist that with
out baptism salvation is impossible, but 
that both the mode and reason involv
ing baptism is important. 

These religious leaders, in emphasiz
ing his narrow view, referred this 
reporter to the circumstance surround
ing twelve followers ~f the eloquent and 
learned Apollos, whp is well-known in 
literary circles. Thisi Paul insisted that 
their baptism by Apollos was not valid, 

and would not insure their salvation 
because the ceremony accompanying 
the baptismal rite mentioned a former 
vagabond teacher known by this sect as 
John the Baptist. These twelve men were 
so convinced by Paul's radical teaching 
that they submitted to his will and were 
re-baptized. 

Other students reported that this 
same radical teacher, because of his un
popularity with his own nation, had 
experienced much difficulty in other 
cities before coming to Ephesus. 

In spite of Paul's adamant and un
bending stand regarding baptism, 
morality, and strict adherence to the 
doctrine he espouses, his followers are 
many. They not only accept his teaching 
for their own lives, but become fervent 
and passionate in their evangelistic ef
forts toward their friends and ac
quaintances. Many older people are 
attending Paul's evening lectures also, 
and, whether they are local citizens, 
tourists, or merchants from neighboring 
cities, they are in large numbers be
coming his followers. 

This reporter observed one definitely 
irritating dogma taught by Paul. That is 
the subjection of wives to their hus
bands. This teaching was an especially 
sensitive topic to female students who 
resented his cloaking it in a Pharisaic 
and sanctimonius comparison to the 
subjection of the Church to Christ. They 

(Continued on page 12) 
i 

Help Needed in'French World Bible School JERRY L. DAVIDSON 

There are more than 200 million peo
ple around the world who speak French 
as their first or second language. It's 
obvious that the approximately 30 full
time preachers scattered among the 
French-speaking countries will not be 
able to reach the masses with the Gos
pel. It would be comparable to 30 
preachers setting out to evangelize a 
country the size of the United States. 
More workers are needed in the French 
world, but even if we had ten times the 
present number, we would still fall short 
of having an adequate force to get the 
job done. Ecole Mondiale de Ia Bible 
(World Bible School) has the potential 
for pressing scores of French-speaking 
Christians into service and for reaching 
thousands with the gospel. 

The countries now entered by the 
French World Bible School are: Came
roun, Togo and ivory Coast in West 
Africa; St. Martin and Haiti in the Carib
bean; Vanuatu and Tahiti in the South 
Pacific; and St. Maurice (Mauritius) in 
the Indian Ocean. Requests for the 
E.M.B. correspondence study have also 
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come from Canada, Guinea, New Cale
donia, Reunion and the Seychelle 
Islands. · 

1 

During the fast month over 200 re
quests for 'I the Bible course have come 
from Cameroun alone. There are al
ready French-speaking churches in that 
country which will be able to do· the 
follow-up work needed. last july, 27 
people were baptized in Ivory Coast as 
the result of an E.M.B. follow-up cam
paign. Churches of Christ do not yet exist 
in Tahiti, but with the teaching being 
done through E.M.B., optimism is grow
ing that a new work will be launched 
there. Brother Gary Moore, a teacher 
in E.M.B., who lives in Woodland Hills, 
Ca., plans to place some more ads for 
the course in the paper of Papeete, 
Tahiti when he and his wife visit there 
during the month of December. 

Those Who have volunteered to be 
teachers in E.M.B. live in several dif
ferent states, in two Canadian provinces, 
in England and in France. Inquiries about 
this work have also come from brethren 
in Belgium. While some 40 individuals, 

About What Do You Think? 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

Occasionally when I am worshipping 
~n a congregation and the lord's Supper 
IS served, I see persons tearing checks 
out of books, flipping through song 
books, or doing other numerous things 
indicating that their thoughts are not 
on the memorial feast. 

The thought occurred to me that a 
simple suggestion of what you MIGHT 
do to increese the value of what 
SHOULD be communion with Christ 
would be helpful for many. 

Since the feast is to be a memorial of 
what Christ has done, as well as a time 
of self-examination you might want to 
try this scriptural and practical method 
of making this a meaningful exercise, 
and not merely a ritualistic one. (I am 
fearful that many of our "exercises" 
from baptism on up have become in
creasingly ritualistic and devoid of real 
meaning for many participants.) 

Deliberately choose to think some
thing like this: ''lord, because you chose 
to suffer thus for 1 me, I will choose to 
examine my life and do the following 
(then specify an action of love, service, 
or sacrifice) for you this day (or this 
week)." 

Whether there is a filthy habit you 
need to give up, or a good habit you 
need to develop, I can conceive of no 
way you can better gain strength and 
resolve in the doing of it than this way. 
When you specify a particular goal with 
reference to what Christ did for you, you 
bring two powerful principles into ac
tion, and cannot but be a better person 
as a result of it. After all, why do you 
think Christ wanted us to partake of this 
feast once each week? If this helps you 
to be a better person, why not commend 
it to others? 
112 lemont lan~, R #3, Tullahoma, 
Tenn.37388 1 

----· --------
with varying degrees of knowledge of 
the French language, are now involved 
as teachers, at least twice that number 
are needed to begin to meet the chal
lenge of evangelizing through this 
method. In fact, it is my conviction that 
we can have as many students as we 
have teachers to teach them. More than 
three hundred people are waiting to be 
taught and there will be hundreds more 
as the work progresses. This should en
courage those who already know 
French to become teachers as well as 
others to study French in view of reach
ing_ the French world with the Gospel. 

Not only are teachers needed in 
E.M.B., but also those willing to go and 
do follow-up work; especially in Ivory 
Coast, Togo and Cameroun, West Africa. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Where Do We Begin Reaching the Unchurched? AUSTIN H. EMERY 
to recognize what it is peopl..: need to 
know of the gospel. I should not assume 
any prior knowledge. Neither should I 
assume any particular prejudice. Rather 
I want to share with all the truth of 
Jesus the Christ. He needs to be under
stood as Saviour, as lord and as the 
demonstration of God's love. His 
uniqueness as Saviour and lord is es
sential to acceptance of the standard in 
his Word. 

Confusing messages reach us. We are 
told that the world is ripe for a harvest 
of souls. We are taught more about 
evangelism than ever before. We are 
also told that we are losing, not gaining. 
in our growth rate in the body of Christ. 
Others tell us that our attitudes and ap
proaches often drive folks away rather 
than being an attraction. Confusing sig
nals indeed and the result is often frus
tration, confusion and an inability 
to lead others to faith in our lord. 

Any study of the his tory of attem'pts at 
restoration of New Testament religion 
will show that those who converted 
many were aware of their times. In this 
awareness they addressed current ~eeds 
and attitudes of their day. They deClared 
a changeless gospel but they 1 were 
aware that the emphases and the ~eeds 
addressed could change. r i 

Are we equally aware? Do we realize 
that the world of 1981 is not the same as 
it was in 1881? Customs, pressures,] co~
cerns, moral climate, current and chang
ing fads of philosophy, world ~i~ws, 
denominations, home life, curricului[O of 
schools and many, many more ma~ters 
are different. In all of this where 

1 
shall 

we begin as we strive to reach the I lost 
with the gospel? ! 

First, let's consider where the lost~\are. 
Although there are many variatio~s it 
is common to recognize at least t~ree 
situations in which those in neea of 
Christ can be found. Religiously, wilt! ere 
is my neighbor? 

Many have no religious backgro~nd 
and no prior teaching from the Bible. 
This number seems to be on the 1 in
crease. Such friends do not have t;nis
conceptions about God's Word since 
they really have no conception of it.!:We 
need to discern this as we apprdach 
others with the good news of salvation. 

Another significant portion of folk~ wi 
encounter have some religious back"" 
ground but very scanty teaching from it. 
This number abounds also. This includes 
many who are somewhat identified with 
a religious body but really don't know 
what that group teaches about any
thing. What little they may know they 
cannot give any real reason beyond the 
fact that they have been "told" what 
to believe. Often such an individual is 
confused, sometimes already 11turned 
off" by such religion.· In any event they. 
are not wedded to a religious viewpoint. 

A decreasing few we encounter are 
religious and have been taught false 
doctrine. Such persons often question 
some of their prior teaching while 
others are simply unaware of biblical 
teaching of any kind. 

Once I am aware of this varying 
background I am ready to recognize two 
important principles in teaching the 

gospel to the lost. Both of these are im
portant, and I need to keep them in 
mind. 

One is individuality; the other is that 
labels are meaningless. This means that 
I approach lost souls without preconcep
tic;ms of what they believe and how they 
will react. People are individuals and the 
religious labels they wear do not, in and 
of themselves, tell me anything about 
them. A little axiom I learned long ago 
in regard to people helps me at this 
point. When it comes to people "Never 
is never true and always is always 
wrong." There is no such thing as a 
"typical" anything when speaking of 
people. . 

Recognizing these principles I need 

"The Hangup About Baptism" 

Where, indeed, shall I begin? The 
answer has been in the scripture for us 
but we have often overlooked it. One 
of the most revealing scriptures con
cerning a "how to" is located in Acts 8. 
Not only is there a record of conversion 
but there is a revelation of methodology 
recorded by inspiration. I like to outline 

(Continued on page 1 0) 

SID WOMACK 

The Symptoms: "Church of Christ- church has no business levying this re
oh, you a_re the folks with the hangup quirement upon others. The attitude is 
about baptism," was her remark. It , self-defeating in that if pursued long 
punctuated an exploratory conversation enough and far enough it will condemn 
with a lady about Christianity. Her atti- the self-misled sinner to eternal death. 
tude is not unlike that of many others The accuser thus thrusts the church, in 
who could be faithful children of God his understanding, in a role never in
if things were only a little different. For I tended for it. 
their sakes, we need to find a way of let us examine the premise that hap
dealing with such accusations against tism is not essential to salvation. These 
our stand for God's plan. The decision thoughts are presented in the hope that 
to obey God or not to obey him rests they will help someone to be saved, and 
with the individual, but we should at- not as "proof texts" with which to "beat 
tempt to help people make informed someone over the head." 
decisions-decisions that result from Ask the person being taught to take 
full knowledge of Biblical teaching and his Bible and examine the passages sug
principles. gested below to determine what steps 

The Real Problem. Whether stated in people followed in New Testament 
the above manner or not, such ideas times to become Christians. Ask· him to 
as "you have a hangup about baptism" read the scriptures indicated :at the left, 
are self-misleading and self-defeating. and then mark what was comanded or 
The idea that emphasizing baptism is a illustrated in the boxes provided under 
hangup suggests that (1) baptism is not the proper heading. The firstinstance is 
essential to salvation, and that (2) the completed to illustrate the procedure: 

Illustration/Scripture Hear Believe Repent Confess Baptized Saved 
3,000 (Acts 2:37-38) . (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) 
Simon(Acts8-13) () (') () () () () 
Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Saul (Acts 9; 22:16) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Cornelius (Acts 1 0:43-48) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
lydia(Acts(16:14-15) () () () () () () 
Jailer (Acts 16:25-34) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Romans (Rom. 10:8-11) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Corinthians (Acts 18:8) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Ascension (Mk. 16:15-16) () ( 1) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Ascension (Matt. 28:19-20) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 

In some instances belief but not 
hearing is mentioned; in others, hearing 
but not belief. Repentance and con
fe~sion are not mentioned on each oc
casion, yet in view of the scriptures 
would one say that neither is com
manded? How many times does God 
have to repeat a command for it to be 
binding? Notice the overwhelming in-

cidence of the statements that baptism 
· was done. The citation in Romans 10 
does not mean, by ·simply leaving out 
the record of it, that baptism was not 
practiced (see Rom. 6:1-5), any more 
than the failure to mention repentance 
or confession in any of the other in
stances means that they did not occur. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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"THE HANGUP ABOUT BAPTISM" 
(Continued from page 9) 

Conclusions. (1) Baptism IS a com
mand for salvation, levied not by the 
church but by God. (2) The essential ity 
of baptism is not a point that we in the 
chruch could bargain over if we wanted 
to. The real problem, then, is a lack of 
acceptance on the part of the accuser. 
The actual "hangup about baptism" is 
his own lack of wi ll to obey God. This is 
neither a cause for rejoicing nor a source 
of guilt for the Chri stian who is trying 
to lead others to Christ, but a problem 
he must work around. 

God's Solution : Baptism is an im
portant thing because God has made it 
important. It is a way he has provided for 
us to show our faith and obedient spiri t 
to him. Baptism is something (1) anyone 
of a believing age can do, (2) uncom
plicated, (3) not harmful to anyone, (4} 
moneta rily inexpensive, (5) easy and 
brief in execution, and (6) possible any
where there is enough water for people 
to remain . Truly God-fearing people 
would comply w ith his command even 
if it requ ired great trouble and expense, 
or even if it required great personal 
sacri fice. Think of Abraham offering 
Isaac on Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22). If this 
great man, "fath er of the fa ithful," was 
wil ling to slay hi s on ly son to obey God, 
how can we balk today at such a rela
tively simply thing as baptism ? God has 
given us something simple and harm
less · to do so that we can express ou r 
bel ief in his Son. Baptism does the. be
liever more good than it does God. It 
is incredible that anyone should take 
offense at such a requir~ment. Read 
Matt. 19:16-22. If there is a hangup 
about God's plan for man, man is re
spons ible for it. 
P. 0. Box 184, Durant, Ok. 74701 
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1.11ork covered at same rate as 
resident Americam 

Coverage good anywhere 

WHERE DE WE BEG IN REACHING 
THE UNCHURCHED? 

(Cont inued f rom page 9) 
and summarize the method in this 
fashion: 

1. Begin w here the sinner is as Ph ilip 
did in Acts 8:35. I cannot begin w here 
I am since I am already God's child. 

2. To determine where the sinner is, 
ask questions as did Philip in Acts 8 :30. 
Only as I ask can I kn ow w here the in
d ividual is. To use a common phrase in 
our times I must learn "where he (or 
she) is comi ng from" to effectively lead 
one to faith in Christ Jesus. 

3. Learn to listen as it is evident Phi lip 
did in Acts 8:31. Questions are not to 
be asked to be clever nor to trap some-

one in some way, but genuinely to dis
cover a starting point. 

I only know my " neighbor" as I ask 
him questions that te l l me where he is 
at the present. Only as I know where he 
is do I know where to begin sharing the 
gospel, for I must begin where he is and 
lead him to Christ. This is my task, my 
joy and my crown. 
Farmington , New M exico 

,-.-----.·---·-··-·-·---··-, 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tui tion 
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1 ---------------------------------
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Namo 

Addrou 

City 

(AC) 
Tolophono 

!BUS.) 

Namo ot Congregation 

Stato Zip 

(RES.I 

"The Affiliated Plan" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 

(Clip and mall - U.S.A. onl~) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 12, 198:! 



CHRISTIAN WISDOM 

(Continued from page 6) 

Wisdom never arouses high-mindedness, 
but only humility. 

As Christians in school get their de
grees and find footholds in more 11dis
tinguished" social circles, there can be 
a creeping (or blatant!) exclusivism, a 
subtle underlying attitude based on the 
idea that academic and professional 
achievements do make an individual su
perior to the common brother (not 
overlooking that relatively less-educated 
persons can be just as unfairly preju
diced 11Upwardly"). Wherever this di
visive haughtiness slithers in, it erects 
walls between incomes, races, and sub
divisions and suburbs. Even among be
lievers! Jesus wept over the arrogance of 
of Jerusalem. How do you suppose 
he reacts when he sees this in our 
family? 

Regarding our brethren active in cam
pus ministries, it may be noted that 
another form of 11Superiority" can 
quietly emerge. In a "progressive" min
istry, younger brethren may be more 
susceptible to thinking that their faith 
is more advanced or more 11 relevant" 
than "the church back home" or "those 
older folks who just don't understand 
Jesus as deeply as we do." 

Pride's not limited to any one group in 
the church. But at whatever point it 
takes hold, it's shown up when we face 
the King's son, who moved in among the 
prodigals in the pigpen. jesus, the very 
personification of wisdom put himself 
in the servant's quarters with us (Phil. 
2:5-8; Mt. 20:28; He. 5:7-9). He was 
wise enough not to claim fame for him
self. Being his people, we can learn his 
wisdom by letting humility blossom 
among us (Phil. 2:3, 4; Jas. 4:1 0; Rom. 
15:5,6). 

We won't base acceptance or rejec
tion of persons on worldly measures. 
Paul specifically attacks that action as 
the opposite of wisdom! (2 Cor. 10:12, 
17, 18). That childishness isolates indi
viduals who need each other. The wise 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

believer strives with God's might to 
bring the body together in the truth. 
Deepening spirituality never sets up 
cliques or 11Social circles"-it blends to
gether all who share Jesus' death, burial 
and resurrection power in the fellow
ship of the Spirit. Education, sex, in
come, race-all irrelevant. 

Wisdom isn't a convenience
it means conviction. 

Crowds followed jesus as long as they 
could lap up his palatable teachings. 
When his life and his words wielded 
the sword of truth too forcefully, their 
apathy and/or hypocrisy was exposed 
On. 6:68; Jn. 8). That sword had pierced 
rebellious, self-centered hearts. Read 
Matt. 15:10-14 and Lk. 11:45. See how 
these 11elite" were insulted? Their con-. 
veniently-packaged religiousness was 
uncovered. When the glossy saran-wrap 
cloaks of education, "awareness," so-, 
phistication, or even 11humanitarianism". 
are ripped away, the naked rebel is 
ashamed-so he whines or screams: 
Someone found the mud under the rug. 

That has to happen when God's pure 
light shines through his lamps. We, his 
messengers, have the responsibility of 
letting the "foolishness" of the cross 
fulfill its role in convicting the world's 
sin. We're compelled by Christ's love to 
shine his wisdom into the cobwebbed 
corners of immorality, partying, pride, 

materialism, and self-centered ambi
tions. Dark campuses and cities need 
light. When we shine (as Paul de
scribes in Eph. 5:7-14), some will see 
their need and begin to respond posi
tively. But bear in mind that jesus him
self found mostly resentment, opposi
tion, and rejection-and death. If we 
keep becoming more like him each day, 
we'll keep facing the same (Mt. 10:24-
25; 2 Tim. 3: 12). We'll be called dog
matic prudes, ignorant fanatics, and 
idiotic do-gooders. That's fine. Jesus has 
heard it all before and he knows how to 
deal with it. And God stands forever 
with those who dare to share the cross 
with Jesus. Wisdom shines on, inde
structible, in the life of the believing 
disciple. 
1718 Fifth Av., Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
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Scholarships Available 
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Dallas, Texas 75205 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 
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A REPORT ON THE FIRST 
CAMPUS MINISTRY 

(Continued from page 8) 
become quite emotional in their feeling 
that he is taking unfair advantage in his 
literal application of this doctrine. 

There is another area of unrest coming 
to the attention of this reporter, which 
is not confi'ned to be Tyrannus campus. 
As is well-known by the citizenry of 
Ephesus and its environs, the Goddess 
Artemis (or Roman Diana) is central to 
our lives. The manufacture of silver 
shrines for her worshipers is significant 
to our economy, as well as our religious 
heritage. So effective has been Paul's 
teaching of his One God, that the sil
versmiths of the area are suffering 
economic doldrums. 

An interview with Demetris, one of 
the chief silversmiths of the area, 
pointed up the serious impact of Paul's 
evangelism. Demetris and a group of 
his peers marched on a local theatre car
rying placards, forcing two of Paul's 
companions to accompany them, at
tempting to influence the populace 
against them. To his dismay the town 
clerk not only appeased the mob but 
spoke in behalf of Paul's company since 
they had not spoken against or blas
phemed their Goddess. Fearing his 
higher authorities' possible adverse re
actions to such a mob scene, he 
summarily dismissed the assembly. 

Families have been adversely affected 
by the dogmas and evangelistic fervor 
of this man. It is reported by some that 
he prominently quoted from the teach
ings of Christ, whom he preaches, that 
households would be split and family 
members turned against e.ach other. 
Interviewers with parents have con
vinced this reporter that serious family 
disintegrations are prevalent. Not only 
do families feel deeply about their dis
ruptions, but former friends are feeling 
some ostracism by those who have 
espoused this stringent doctrine. 

After many ·interviews and the inves
tigation necessary to prepare this report, 
this reporter is somewhat ambivalent 
and perplexed. On its surface such 
stringent teaching seems excessive and 
fanatical. Reaction of those who have 
accepted thes~ strict dogmas, however, 

is a convincing argument in its favor. 
Here is one final thought that lends 

importance to Paul and his teachings. 
Thorough investigation has revealed 
that Paul, formerly known as Saul, a 
prominent man in his nation in both 
religious and political circles, was con
verted to this Christian way as he was 
actively persecuting those whom he now 
has joined. 
4200 S. Huron, Englewood, CO 80110 

HELP NEEDED IN FRENCH WORLD 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

(Continued from page 8) 
There are a number of French-speaking 
brethren in America and Europe who 
could render a tremendous service by 
organizing and carrying out evangelistic 
campaigns in these receptive countries. 
I would be happy to offer any possible 
advice or assistance to brethren willing 
to initiate and conduct such efforts. 

Write to: Ecole Mondiale de Ia Bible, 
P. 0. Box 3323, Oxford, AL 26230. 

All study materials for E.M.B. may be 
ordered from: Centre d'Enseignement 
Biblique, C.P. 9041, Ste. Foy, Quebec, 
Canada G1 V 4A8. 
940 Old Wood Road, Oxford, AL 36203 
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needed for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901-761-1350 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES TRUST 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates 
P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817/535-1801--817/429-1403 

12. [28] 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubJishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

. ernplqyees 
o.,: 

cboR.cbes a,: CbR.fst 
rnsaR.ance gRoap 

: .~.. ' ••• • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) .............•... $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual ...•..•.....•. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..••. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for acddental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can bo found in the group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
- 1-713-376-8087 

"Serfling the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 197511 
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PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that truth, having nothing to fear 

from examination , should be pursued 
relentlessly; that religious commitment, 

which is no excuse for mediocrity, demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellen ce; and that knowledge makes a 
claim, calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An Introduction to Seaver College 
which describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
University. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
in Business Administration, 

Communications, Humanities/Fine Arts, 
Natural Science, Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley, Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White, President 

13 [29) 



"WHAT IF''-PETER CALLED A STRIKE? 

(Con tinued f rom page 5) 

Next day, the apostles walked o ff their 
jobs, set up a picket line in front of the 
house-churches and ... 

Peter assumed the floor after a mo
ment of silence. "Are we ready? Are we 
going to go for it? Will it be 'one for all 
and all for one'? Wi ll we stand firm in 
our faith?' 

P.O. Box 3536, St. l ou is, M issouri 
63143 

----<>- --
I~CLUDE YOU R ZIP CODE 

A resounding, earth-splitting "YES!! " 
went up to heaven, and God heard it. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buck ra m, t he 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your libra ry that will increase in 
va lue every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
\\Titten during t he year. Only a limi ted number have been bound . Get you rs 
while t hey are avai lable. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1979 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 
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NOW READY! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

Austin, Texas 78767 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

Th e only wor ldwide directo ry of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregati ons in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical o rder, and by far the most complete and 
accurate l ist available. 

Congregations in foreign cou ntries, especially in cen
ters where Americans migh t travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Conven ien t for Christians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses w ith zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated w ith each reprinting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 

r·-.. - ··rHE'''sc'H"ooi_FoR'¥ou!-··-·-·;· 
1:; Learn to w1n souls in a onc·yea r internship. ! 
1
: Quali fy to b e a full ·ttme PERSONAL WORK· ~

::R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Sene! 

1

- fo r details to School of Personal Evange· I_ 
l ism, at Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman 

0 Avenue. P.O. Box 22307. Memphis. Tn.. I 
I 38 122. Phone: (901) 324·883 1 or (901) 324· -
; 0120. NO TUITION. I ...... ._.__,_..-.,_ ,....,..,_ , __ ,_t~l.-..o-·:· 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our ch ildre n are in need of a christian 
couple who can, thro ugh their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, re tirement, and children 
furnish ed. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone : 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad vertis ing in this section $1.50 per line. Des iJ!ncd especially to nccommodnlc congregations 

Pica yune. Jlliss. congregation. located near the Mis
siK!i~:ippi Gulf Coast , scck ins:: lon~-tcrm, full time 
minister. O ffer ing individ ualized salary and benefit 
p:t<'kHJ.::C. M~mbcrsh ip OY(:r 100 in growing com
mu n ity or over 12.000 peonlc . l f inte rested send 
comnrclw n:iivc resume o r c all area code 601-798.8181 
or 601-798-0812. i\ddr e•• resume to Calvin P. 
O"Neill. 108 !Walcrest Dr . . Picayune. Miss. 39466. ndvcrtiaing mectinc plnces, preachers seek ing work or congregnlions seek ing llrCnchers . Also other 

acceptable m atter. 
MINI STER WANTED. Smal l congregation. Three bed
room mob ile home furnished . Salary open. Wri te 
Sp ringer Church o f Christ, Box 354, Sp ringer, Oklahoma 
7J4~6 . 

DEAR VALLEY C HURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL ST UDIES 

Prcnching- Personnl Evnns::-clis m- Missions 
Exceptional Cu rriculum for Women 

"'approved f or V eteran's t ra ining'' 
Leonard lit. Gray-Director 

I (303) 986-5800. 2707 So . Lamar. De nver. Go 80227 
FOR'l' HOOD - IULLEEN. TEXAS 

Sou ths id e Chu rch o f C hrist 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Robert L. G r egg, Minister. P h o n e 
63 4-6012. Su n . 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. W ed. 7 :00 P.l\1. 

D ENVER. C OLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD C HURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld C t . 
T el e.: 988-1024 

See Yell ow Pages For Service Times 
Trnns lalion for Dea f. Terry Cnrlwris:ht. mi nister 
ARLINGTON. VA •• 20 N. ln•ing St. , corner of 
I rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nat ion's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's D ay 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00 P.M.; Dible Study 9:30 
A.l\1. Sun .. 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportat ion
directio ns ph. 528-0535. Worship with us-- Enjoy a 
Stliritual F east. 
CHATHA~!. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd .. 07928. NORTHERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW1 YORK C ITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIS'I', 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or fr iends in Alnskn. Pnt McMnhnn or 
Glenn Randolph. Box 314. Anchorage, Alnskn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA SCIJOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubiJn Road 

P l en•nnton, Cnllfornln ~566 
J a mes W. Ferguson, S r .. D irector 

NOW WORSHIP ON I SLAND OF K.AUAI. 
HA WAll. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mny, 
Church of Christ. 4647 Hnunnln Rd., Kapnn, Hawaii 
96746. 
NORTHW EST CH URCH OF CHIUST , 15655 16th 
Avenuo N.E .. Seattle. Wash. 98155. If you know 
someone moving; to the Greater Scuttle area d ro11 
us n line. or call (206) 364-2276. We will contact 
them. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CH URCH OF CHRIST 

12th and H oover Street.. 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.lll. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586 ; 

Paul Hnrper. 473-8228. 
--------,~~1E~·T~R~O~-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church o f Christ. 
4690 S . Lognn 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelis t 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St .. V .F .W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: W orship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. V isitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVA NSVILLE , IND .. 2205 E. ~lorJn>n A,e., 
U.S. 460 En11t Oppo"lte K-llfnrt. Off!.,., 477-
5271. Dobby Wnde, llfln. 4'1'6-4056. 
Rristol, Vi rgmia, East llristo l Church of Christ just ofi 
1-81 be tween Exi t 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Ministe r. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORT H ERN CALIFORNIA . 
Sierm Children's Ho me is cu rrently h iring child 
rare stnff. (Chris tian couples. ) Good pa y and bene
fi ts . Tf interested. contnct Steve Ber~tmnn. Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597 , Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or en II 707/448-3557. " 
RELIGIous BOO;<-K;::. "'s-;n'"'o"'u=G:;-H"'T"".--:w=-n-yn-e-S""te:--p-:-h-en-s, 
Also wa nt.e<l McClintock & St ron g Encyclopedia . 
P.O. Box 285. Shawnee. Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN Cl 'I'Y, CALIFORNIA-Vnlle y Church o f 
ChrlNt. Come visi t u s. P h o ne 714-679-1010. 
LET US S HARE WITH YOU Sermon s. Lectures. 
and Workshop lessons on cassettes from our Nationa l 
Tane LendinJ> Library. Hillcrest Church of Christ. 
617 Bacon. Abilene, T exas 79601. Write for details . 
AUD IO VISUAL supp lies and equipment. Wrile for 
free rMalog or contact Hemp W. Hall 214-632-4476 
Hall Publishing House # 16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 
75501. 

CH URCH OF CHRIST IN H OLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worshi l) II Alii 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Bla ir nnd Dale Linge 
Tel. (2 13) 463-6352 

Minister needed for Southern C~lifornia mountain 
resort area of 15,000 peo ple. Middle-aged man pre
ferred with several years of experience. Partial sup· 
port wou ld be an asset. Send a resume w ith refer· 
cnccs, a pictu re, and a sermon tape to: Church of 
Chris!: Oox 990; R i~ Bear lake. CA 92315 or ca ll Art 
Eller (714) 585-3926 or llob Jewell (714) 565·9600. 

YU~I A, AR IZ., GS l "\V, !!8 th St. Sunday
! 0, ll a.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h . 344- 3750 

"lnformntion on Alaskan nnd 0\·crscns Employ
m ent. Grent i ncome. Call 602/9•11-801·1. Depa rtment 
566. Phone Call re fu ndable." 
CONGREGATI ON IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
F U LL TIME EVA NGELIST . HOUS E P ROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIA BLE. P L EAS F: S END 
RES UME AND PI CTURE T O THE CH U RCH OF 
CII HIST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS. TEXAS 78355. 
Phone : Gl2/34R-3005. 
FULL-TI ME PREACHER WANTED. Please call t\C 512 489· 
2382, Church of Ch rist, Briggs, Texas. 
~<Yanled : Cull Ume local preacher for smal l con~rega
tJon localed "' Cen cral Texas. Excellent church bui ld
ing and . preache r's house. Please apply by resume 
only, g1vmg summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in Occember. Church of Chris!, 
Rosebud. Texas 765i0. Box 5~~ . 

WE ltEBIND CH ERISHED DIULE5-wr ite for free 
len~her samples and prices. Dible Bindery, Box 24 8fi. 
Ab1lenc. Texas 79604. 
Let us print the next membership di rectory of the 
Lord•s Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for in formation and freo 
snmple directo ry. Spangler Church Directory P rint
inK Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn. CA 96603 o r 
call (91Gl 885-5776. 
\Vru•hhtJ.."t on, D.C. area-20 minutes !rom 
our n a ti o n ' s capital, Church of Christ. 111 
E ast Braddock Rd.. Alexandria , VIrginia 
22301, phon e ( 703 ) 836-3083 o r 971 -41 47, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evan gelist. 
RETIRE in beaut iful , healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in n growing church. JnCormatio n pack avail
able : Church of Christ. P. 0 . Box 3083, Sedonu 
Ariz. 86340. ' 
NEED ";liNISTF.R! Ready to serve, SO years old, married 
and cluldren grown, good education and experience. 
Call Will Moyers, 817/927·7416. 
" Wanted to buy books on Cacholicism. Mai l list price 
and condicio n to 1'.0. Box 86, Schulenberg, TX 7S956." 
For Growlh Minded Congregat ion O nly: 38 Years in 
pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. Must relocate at once. l ocat ion 
.immaterial. Call : 61 6-834-7975; 616·834-8228. 

W H EN YOU VIS IT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
St.~y in a Chr is tia n home . Reasonable rates. For 
more in formatio n cnll 615-966-9622 or wr ite Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Dellfield Rd .• Knoxville. Tenn. 
37922. 

PR EACHER WANTEO- US Military congregatio n in 
Kaiscrslautcrn, Germany seeking min ister for full time 
evangelistic wo rk beginning Summer o f 1962. Four year 
commilmenl required. Well establ ished congregation, 
self-suppo rting, located in largest US communily oul-
~17~ U,{p'Q ~~Y. d8~~i~~wntact T. w. Siegfried, P.O. Box 

I NVESTIGATE! T h e F i rm Fon nclntlon 
trlea to JOereen ndvertholnJ;:", nnd w ill not 
k now ln,;ly tnke que,.tlonnble noh·e rtiiiiDJ:". 
Du t It 111 the render'• rc•ponalblllty to ln
' 'CidfJ:"nte. Like any otbe r J>nper, 1Ye •omc
tlmell un•Yittln~;ly run nn unworthy nd. 
All the old 11nylng J;:"OCB, before you lnveMt. 
lnveat l~;ntel 

i\THNTION: If you or members of your fa mily will 
be slalioncd al lhe Navy Air Stalion, Kingsville, Texas, 
please notify us. 

Church of Christ 
P. 0 . Box 886 
Kingsville, Texas 78363 
Phone 512-592-2434 

The Church at Canyon l ake, Texas needs a minister 
by reb. 15, 1982. Inq uiries should be addressed co 
Canyon lake Church O f Christ, Rtc. 7, Box 171 [, 
Canyon lake, Texas 78130. Or an inlercsted Minislcr 
could call !he fo llo wing men. 
AI Frakes, Sr. , 899-2093 (512); Joe Elrod, 899-2308; 
C. E. Hyall, 699-2214. 

A F irm Foundntlon aub•erlptlon makes a 
wonder f ul b irthday o r annive r sary gift. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

lARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

~- SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
-~ BOX 1308 ··JACKSONVILLE T X 75766 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions- Graduate School 
Adventures i n Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 

T h e 
contact 

Directol'--8723 84th 
Lubbock, TX 70410 

1-806-702-5191 

Street 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying too much 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 
206 Sacramento Street - Sui te 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 
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SERMONS for TODAY 

MEADOR 

VoLUME 2 

BY PRENTICE A. MEADOR JR. 

Meador was trained as a 

speech communicator and 

has taught speech in two 

major universities. He has 

been minister to several 

congregations and now 

serves the South National 

T 
0 
D 
A 
v 

$11.95 plus tax 

Church in Springfield, Missouri, one of the better known and more 

aggressive congregations of the church. He is a certified marriage 

counselor and conducts a daily five minute television program in 

connection with the evening newscast. He is eminently qualifed 

and has produced a book of excellent sermons which are both in

spiring and edifying. Preface to the book was written by Batsell 

Barrett Baxter, long time friend and mentor. 

Order From 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 
OR HOUSE 

P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

16 ( 32) FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 12, 1982 



Vol. 99, No. 3 

PLANNING FOR 1982 WORLD'S FAIR is underway for preparatio n 
of teaching mate rials that will be distributed to some 11 million 
visitors expected to pass through the Church' s exhibit at the 1982 
World's Fair in Knoxvi ll e, Tennessee. The planning group met 
recently a t the Laure l Church of Christ in Knoxville to discuss 
format and conte nt for the materials. From left are Gary Ma rtin , 
minister of the Fa lls Church (Va.) Church; AI Behel, exhi bit pro
gram director and minister of the Lau re l Chu rch; Herb Byrd, 
Laurel education director and chairma n of the exhib it teaching 
materials committee; Ph illip Morrison, minister of the White Sta
tion Church in Memphis; Jim Pounders, e dito r of Teenage Ch ris
tian magazine; John Brown, Laure l eld er; and Bill Long, minis ter of 
the Sandy Springs Ch urch of Chris t in At la nta . 

Austin, Texas, January 19, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

A Whispering Hope . . .. .. .. .. .......... . .. . ... . . ... . . 2 
A Fresh Look al the Great Commission .. . .... ... . .. .... 3 
jan. 1, 1982- Anniversary of Unity 

Part 3-The Unity Meeting- Humble ... .. . .. ..... .. .. 4 
Open Letter to Guy N. Woods and Reuel Lemmons- Tant .. 5 
Taking Truth Seriously- Chouinard . . . . ... ... . ... .. .. S 
Sowing and Reaping (3)-Hodge ......... . . . .. . ..... ... 7 
Facing the Inevitab le- Owens .... . ....... .. .. ..... . .. . 8 
D esignated Soul W inners-Hendrix .... ... ..... . ...... 8 
Reports and Reactions- Turner ..... ..... ..... ......... 8 
How to Listen to a Sermon- Glover . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 9 



A Whispering Hope 

On page 5 this week we are giving space to another 
"Open letter"-This one is from Yater Tant, and it 
speaks for jtself. We see in it the whisper of a hope. 

Since the letter invites a public reply, we use the oc
casion to say that we are willing to join anyone at any
time in a sincere effort to narrow every gap that has ever 
occurred in the family of God. We are unalterably op
posed to the creation of gaps and to those responsible 
for them. We are willing to bend as much as the scrip
tures will allow to accommodate the conscience of any 
brother. On the other hand we would not for a minute 
allow the binding of any man's scruples as a law upon 
the consciences of others. We have always opposed 
creeds-whether written or unwritten. We still do. We 
are concerned with real unity based upon the Scriptures 
alone and not with surrender to any man's 11position." 

We want to remain ready unto every good work. We 
have no trouble with someone's differing with us on 
how to do that good work, so long as he does not insist 
that we must do it his way. 

Even though they meet separately, and do things dif
ferently, there is a much greater sense of 11family" be
tween ourselves and the non-Bible-class brethren, 
thanks to the years of patient work of brethren whose 
friendship we personally hold dear, and who will be re
warded in Heaven for their continued efforts at narrow
ing the gap. 

The division over co-operation and orphans' homes 
is in our opinion the most un-called-for, nonsensical di
vision of them all. And we fully agree that there was, 
and is, enough error in our many projects and ap
proaches to them to provide blame enough to go 
around. 

This is a breach that needs healing, maybe enough 
time has passed that we could take a step toward healing 
it. We believe that in most communities a much more 
rational climate exists. In the heat of any conflict, be it 
cups or classes, or Holy Spirit, or divorce and remarriage, 
or benevolence for saints only, or imputed righteous
ness, or co-operation, or whatever-the heat of the fray 
closes most minds until it is next to useless to try to rea
son. As time passes, and minds clear and hot heads get 
older, then is a better chance. It's strange how you no
tice, the older you get the more evident it is that those 
who cause trouble and split churches are mostly young 
men! Petty little issues centered in methods become 
more immaterial as time passes. 

Yater asks, "What can be done toward healing the 
breach?" We might start with sincere efforts to heal the 

2 [34] 

breaches in our sub-groups. As they find grounds for 
11togetherness" though they differ widely on some 
things, they might discover a formula for the healing of 
more serious wounds. Wounds begin to heal around the 
edges. 

We believe that brethren who have disagreements 
can work together in the same congregation. We be
lieve it because they are doing it in almost every con
gregation in the brotherhood. Brethren who do not 
believe in Bible classes worship with those who do. 
Those who believe the church should help saints only 
worship with those who do not believe that way. Most 
every congregation has a few who see nothing wrong 
with instrumental music. It is only when someone in
sists that his way be bound upon his brethren as their 
way that divisions come. 

When Yater's 11Box in the Vestibule" idea first ap
peared, we objected to it because it relegated a work ~f 
the church to a step-child sort of option in a box in the 
foyer. We would be glad to restudy the idea with as 
open a mind as we are capable. Some churches have 
used that option for years, and we would do nothing to 
stop the practice if they wish to do it that way, but we 
still object to establishing this option as a law for others. 

Maybe an alternate suggestion might have merit. In 
recent years special collections have become popular, 
and thousands, and even millions of dollars have been 
raised for mission work, for buildings, for earthquake 
victims. No one objected. A special collection for or
phan homes would probably raise ten times as much 
money as the little monthly dabs out of the treasury 
each month. Then those who did not want to support 
such works could refrain. If they thought that it was 
an individual matter, here would be their chance to 
prove it by going all out-to the extent that it really in
dividually mattered. Funds thus raised have been dis
pensed by the church treasurer to mission fields, build
ing contractors etc. with no church splitting results. 

We would propose the special collection for congre
gations with a problem because it puts the work of the 
church back where we believe it belongs-in the as
sembly of the saints: 

We stand ready to meet with and reason with any 
group of alienated brethren in the interest of narrowing 
and finally closing any gap that exists anywhere. 
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A Fresh Look at the Great Commission 
The scriptures we use most often are often the ones we 

understand the least. I have heard and preached many ser
mons on the Great Commission, however, it was not until 
recently that I came to really understand it. Have we really 
considered what is involved? 

. Each account of the Great Commission emphasizes some
thmg. John . emphasiz~s an extension of relationship. luke 
tells where tt wtll begm. Mark deals with the content of the 
me.ss~ge. Matthew discusses methodology involved in pro
cl?tmmg the ~ospel. This article will primarily concern itselt 
Wtth Matthew s account and the method we ought to use. 

The great commission is often compared to the Limited 
Commission. The limited Commission is called such because 
the disciples were limited to go only to the Jews. They were 
to only announce and prepare the way for the coming king
dom .. They were only on a temporary teaching mission. This 
descnbes Jesus' earthly ministry as well, since he was sent 
only to .the Jews. He was preparing people to enter a soon-to
come kmgdom and was limited in the duration of his earthly 
ministry. 

Limitations can be seen in the fact that many of those 
he~led by Jesus were told not to tell anyone. On several oc
castons Jesus forbid the devils to acknowledge who he was. 
Parables se~e~ as ~ means to conceal the nature of the king
dom and hts tdenttty. Jesus' favorite expression for himself 
was not "Son of God," but "Son of man." 

After being confessed to be the messiah, and Son of God 
by Peter, Jesus warned his disciples to not tell anybody. The 
events of the Mount of Transfiguration were to be a secret 
~ntil after the resurrection. Even as Jesus rode triumphantlly 
'".to Je~usalem at the close of his earthly ministry. He was 
sttll b~m.g called "the prophet." Until the giving of the great 
com~tsston Jesus was constantly putting limitations on the 
sharmg of the good news. He was waiting until all things were 
read. 

Then, like opening the gate to a pen holding in a herd of 
wild. stallions, the disciples were released. Like a dragster 
gettmg the green flag the disciples were released. like a 
mighty volcano erupting, the disciples were released. The 
limitations were gone and the disciples were free to share 
the Good News with anyone and everyone. The Great Com
mission is the great release! 

This concept is also illustrated by jesus' promise of his 
presence. Jesus did not say, "Go or else ... " but "Go and 1 
will be with you." Jesus did not need to threaten his dis
ciples because he was completely confident that they would 
go. The disciples did not see the Great Commission so much 
as a command, as a release freeing them to do what was 
completely natural for a true disciple to do. So perhaps we 
ought to consider what a true disciple is. 

The Depth of Discipleship 
Sometimes a disciple is defined as a 11pupil, student or 

learner." To someone of jesus' time there was a definite dis
tinction between "disciple" and "pupil." A disciple was one 
to whom his teacher was imparting his life and with whom 
he shared an "inner fellowship." Disciple "always implied 
the existence of a personal attachment which shapes the 
whole life." Becoming a disciple involved more than the 
acceptance of certain facts, it involved the molding and form
ing of one's life. 

The disciples actually heard jesus teach concerning dis
cipleship. They knew that they must hate all in comparison to 
their love for Jesus. Following the Master meant carrying 
their cross; totally committing themselves to the Lord. They 
were encouraged to count the most of their discipleship. 
These men knew jesus and they understood discipleship . 

Jesus gave the Great Commission to his chosen disciples. 
They had been his traveling companions, friends, and closest 
associates for over three years. jesus carefully guided these 
men into becoming what they needed to be. He taught truth 
and was truth. These followers heard truth and saw Jesus 
model it before them so that they could become his disciples. 
When jesus released them to ''make disciples," they knew 
they were going to be shaping lives as jesus had shaped 
theirs. 

Disciples Make Disciples 
Often "going," or 'baptizing" or "teaching all things" is 

what we emphasize in Matthew's account of the Great Com
mission. jesus emphasized "make disciples"; this is the lead
ing verb and only verb in the imperative case, all the other 
verbs are participles. We need to emphasize what jesus em
phasized, "make disciples." It is unfortunate that some trans
lations have poorly translated this phrase "teach" when it is 
clear that jesus is instructing his disciples to make disciples. 

The disciples were to make disciples of "all nations." The 
Greek word translated nations is where we get the English 
word "ethnic." literally Jesus wants his disciples to disciple 
every ethnic group of people. By discipling all of the people 
groups, everybody would have the opportunity to be a dis
ciple. Such a task would be impossible for a handful of men, 
so the disciples were told to make disciples, who in turn 
would join with them in making more disciples, who in turn 
would join in making more disciples, etc. until jesus' Com
mission would become a reality. As a disciple was being 
taught "all things" he would go, make more disciples, and 
baptize those he discipled. jesus knew that only disciples 
could make disciples. He also knew that not until a person 
was a true disciple would he have the burning desire to make 
more disciples. Anybody could throw out the facts, Jesus 
needed disciples who could make disciples. 

We've tried every short cut you can imagine and the truth 
is, most of our Gospel presentation methods can be de
livered by a non-Christian. Before we dare threaten people 
with the "going," we had better first concentrate on being 
a disciple so that we can make disciples. Radio, T.V., ad
vertising, facts, etc. all have their place, but can never 
substitute for the Lord's methodology of being a disciple who 
can make disciples who will disciple. Our methods will never 
measure up to the Lord's. Acts and the epistles are full of 
examples of success stories of people who did it the lord's 
way. Truth has plenty of advocates, but few models. "Cheap 
grace" and a "church attendance salvation" has turned off the 
lost who are wanting to see and not just hear. 

So, maybe you have been preached to death on "soul win
ning." I have. Instead of using the Great Commission as a 
club to beat our brethren with, let's realize it is a release. Can 
you imagine a true disciple who does not want to make dis
ciples? What would be more natural and real? Perhaps the 
reason our programs fizzle is because we send people who 
have never been discipled to make disciples. We send them 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Jan. 1, 1982-Anniversary of Unity (3) 

The o ld Hill Street 
Church in l exington, 
Ky., was whe re the unity 
meeting was he ld on 
Jan. 1, 1832. It is seen 
here in one of the 
stained glass windows at 
the Cane Ridge shrine. 
Pho to by Bill Humble 

Part 3: THE UNITY M EETING 

The first of j anuary, 1982, marked the 150th anniversary 
of one of the most important events in the history of our 
restorat ion movement in America-the meeting in Lexington, 
Kentucky, on jan. 1, 1832, that united the Stone and Campbell 
forces. Th e two restoration movements had begun inde
pendently of one another, but by the 1820's they began to 
contact one another in Kentucky and O hio. It was evident that 
they shared many of the same bel iefs and goals, but it was 
equally evident that there were sign i ficant di fferences be
tween them. Brethren on both sides were asking, "Can we 
be one?"-a question that wou ld be answered in the Lexing-
ton meeting. 

John T. Johnson 

The calling of the Lexingtofl meeting was the work of two 
men: Barton W. Stone and john T. Johnson of the Campbell 
movement. The leadership of John T. Johnson (1788-1856) in 
the restoration movement is not as well known as that of 
Stone. Johnson grew up on the Kentucky frontier and prac
ticed Jaw in Lexington w ith his brother Richard , who became 
Vice President of the U. S. in the Martin Van Buren adminis
tration . john T. Johnson was elected to the Kentucky legis
lature, then served two terms in the U. S. Congress. But he 
retired from public life, returned to Kentucky and began 
preaching the gospel. A lexander Campbell commended his 
decision, "S ir, in descend ing from the forum and legislative 
hall to proclaim a crucif ied Savio r, you have ascended far 
above all earth ly crowns." And johnson said of Campbell, 
"The debt of gratitude I owe that man of God, no language 
can tell." 

Johnson was first a Baptist, then was won to A lexander 
Campbell 's restoration p lea. But Johnson l ived at George
town, Ken tucky, as did Barton Stone, and the two men be
carne friends and co-workers. Wh il e Stone was preaching in 
a meeting at johnson's Great Crossings church in November, 
1831, the two men discussed the possibility of uniting the 
two movements. Two other preachers, Raccoon j ohn Smith of 
the Campbell movement and John Rodgers of the Stone 
group, joined the discussions. The four preachers agreed to 
call their people together in two meeti ngs to see w hether 
they wan ted uni ty. 
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The Meeting at Lexington 
The first four-day meeting was held at Georgetown over 

the Christmas weekend, 1831 , and th e second, and larger, 
meeting was at the Hill Street church in Lexington over the 
weekend of jan. 1, 1832. Unfortunately, no minutes of either 
meeting are known to exist. However, from reports that soon 
appeared in brotherhood periodicals and from the memories 
of those who participated, we know something of the pro
ceedings. For example, Raccoon John Smith played a key role 
in the Lexington meeting, and " The Life of Elder john Smith," 
written by john Augustus Williams, depended heavi ly on 
Smith 's memories. 

According to W i lliams' biography, the Lexington meeting 
was not just a meeting of preachers and elders but was "a 
popular assembly-a mass meeting of the brethren." A long
ing for unity pervaded the meeting, but doubts and differ
ences of opinion had to be faced. Some of the Disciples or 
Reformers (common designations for the Campbell move
ment) suspected that the Christians m ight be "Arians" who. 
doubted the dei ty of the Lord. And on the other hand, many 
of the Christians suspected that the Reformers denied the in
fluence of the Holy Spiri t and gave undue importance to the 
doctrine of baptism. 

At a crucial poin t in the del iberations Raccoon john Smi th 
was selected to be the spokesman for the Reformers. He 
began, "God has but one people on the earth. He has given 
us but one Book, and therein exhorts and com mands them to 
be one fam i ly. A union, such as we plead for-a union of 
God's people on that one Book-must, then, be practicable." 

Sm ith then raised some of the issues dividing the two 
groups, the nature of the Trinity and the atonement, and 
charged that speculating about these issues had resul ted in 
"a wrangl ing spirit among my breth ren ." The answer he pro
posed was to be content with the simple language of Scrip
lure. 

Smith then concluded with the plea, "Let us, then, my 
brethren, be no longer Campbellites or Stoneites, New Lights 
or Old Lights, or any other kind of lights, but let us all come 
to the Bible, and to the Bible alone, as the on ly book in the 
world that can give us all the Light we need." 

Barton Stone repli ed that he had no objection to the 
grounds laid down by Smith for true scriptural unity among 
God's people. Stone and Smith then exchanged the right hand 
of fellowship, and across the assembly hearts and hands were 
joined in joyful accord. Wi ll iams says, " A song arose, and 
brethren and sisters, w i th many tearfu l greetings ratified and 
confirmed the union." 

Unity Achieved 
Stone reported the Lexington meeting in the january, 1832, 

issue of h is "Christian Messenger" and said, "Never did we 
witness more love, union, and harmony, than was mani
fested at th ese meetin gs. Since the last meeting we have 
heard of the good effects. The spi rit of union is spread ing like 
fire in dry stubble." 

"The spiri t of union is spreading"-this was he key to what 
happened over the next few years. Since the autonomy of 
the local church was so important to both groups, the only 
way that unity cou ld be achieved was at the local congrega
tional leve l. The Lexington meeting agreed that two preachers, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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An Open Letter to Guy N. Woods and Reuel Lemmons 
Dear Brother Woods and Brother Lemmons:: 

As the shadows lengthen for all three of us and we ap
proacn the inevitable end of our earthly activities in the 
service of Christ, I want to make an urgent appeal that the 
three of us make a determined effort to 11narrow the gap" 
that has developed among the Lord's people during these 
last thirty or forty years. We have known each other for half 
a century, and while differences have arisen from time to 
time, I think we respect each other, and each of us is willing 
to give the other two credit for loving the Lord and wanting 
to serve him. 

Without trying to place the blame on anybody for the 
conditions that have developed, I would plead that we focus 
on the future rather than the past. What can be done to heal 
the breach? to promote a better spiirit among brethren? to 
overcome the suspicion and undo the bitterness which have 
too often resulted from sharp controversies? Can any way be 
found by which brethren (even brethren who differ over such 
things as orphan homes, the Herald of Truth, support of 
Christian Colleges, etc.) can work together in the same con
gregations, loving one another as brethren, giving full and 
enthusiastic support to every "good work" which any of them 
desire to help? In other words, can brethren love and fellow
ship one another in the same congregation when some of 
them are ardent, enthusiastic supporters of orphan homes 
and Christian Colleges, and others are adamant in their op
position to church support of such institutions? 

I think such is possible! And that is the reason for this 
letter. 

A Simple Plan 

I want to go back to a simple plan that I proposed some 
twenty-five years ago, and which both "pro" institutional 
and 0 anti" institutional brethren rejected at the time. The 
time was not ripe for such. Controversy was too sharp, feel
ings were too intense, and "compromise'' was an obscene and 
malodorous word! But I think (I hope!) the lapse of twenty
five years may have softened the attitudes of all of us to the 
point that we are more open now to seek a solution (other 
than division) for our problems. 

In short, what I proposed then, and what I want to urge 
again now is an adaptation of the familiar Catholic "Poor 
Box" which is ordinarily found in every Catholic church vesti
bule. All who attend services in any particular Catholic church 
are aware of the "box-in-the-vestibule" and from time to 
time are urged to make contributions through it. Everyone 
knows that all contributions made through this means are 
"for the poor," and are NOT used to erect buildings, pay 
salaries of priests, defray utility costs, etc. 

Why can not congregations throughout the country work 
toward some such arrangement in every congregation where 
there is a divided feeling over support of an orphan home, a 
Christian College, the Herald of Truth, World Radio Evan
gelism, or other project which is likely to bring division and 
discord within the membership. 

A "Box-in-the-vestibule"? 
YES! That is precisely what I am suggesting. And let every 

person who wants to make a contribution to Childhaven, 
Tennessee Orphan Home, The Herald of Truth, Tennessee 
Bible College, David Lipscomb College, Pepperdine Uni
versity, or any other project which he, as a Christian deems 
worthy of support, place his contribution in an envelope, 
plainly marking it for the project, school, program, or what
ever he favors, and put the envelope in the box! At regular 
intervals then, the box would be unlocked in the presence of 
two or three reliable brethren (exactly as is the practice in 
the Catholic "Poor Boxes") the envelopes would be sorted 
out, and each recipient of a contribution would be sent all 
envelopes marked for it - - - - - - in the name of "Friends" 
and NOT IN THE NAME OF THE CHURCH. 

Does someone say this would not work? Well, I can name 
a few congregations (regrettably a very few!) where it was 
tried, and where it DID work. And I truly believe if the "Gos
pel Guardian" had all vigorously pushed this idea twenty-five 
or thirty years ago, it would have prevented much of the sor
row and division that has so grieved all of us. 

Other Problems 

Will this solve ALL our problems? Of course not! But it 
will, at least, be a beginning. As the old Chinese proverb 
has it, "If one is to take a journey of a thousand miles, it 
must begin with one step." Let this be that first step! We will 
still face monumental problems as classical liberalism poses 
an ever increasing threat; secularism and the "social gospel" 
are problems that bring anxiety and concern to all of us alike, 
whether we are "pro" or "anti" institutional. Our whole 
society is becoming increasingly agnostic, if not downright 
atheistic in its philosophical view of religion. A general re
laxation of moral standards is reaching frightening propor
tions. But we cari surely deal with all such much more ef
fectively if we can present to the world a brotherhood united 
in our love toward God and toward one another!! 

I will be deeply interested in your reaction to this letter? 
What are your criticisms of the plan suggested? Can you think 
of improvements that could be made in it? Or even a better 
plan altogether? The one big advantage I see in it is that it 
would allow all church contributions to be expended in ways 
that would not violate the conscience of any contributor
preaching the gospel, caring for the congregation's needy, 
and edifying the saints. It would allow any worshipper who 
thinks he should contribute to an orphan home (or a Chris
tian College) to do so without over-riding the conscience of 
the brother who sits in the pew beside him. They can both 
worship God together, without either of them being critical 
or antagonistic toward the other! 

Feel free, of course, to publish this 110pen letter" or not to 
publish it as you deem wise, making whatever comments or 
suggestions you think proper. Meanwhile, be assured of my 
continuing friendship, my warm personal regards, and my 
fervent prayer that we may work together, as brethren in 
Christ, to promote unity and good-will among all who would 
follow our Lord. 

Sincerely in him, 
Fanning Yater Tant 
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Taking Truth Seriously 
L A RR Y C H OU INARD 

Are you will ing to endure the pain attached to a l ife de
voted to truth? W ill you speak the truth even though a 
slight distort ion may be more comfortabl e? A re you willing 
to allow the light of truth to shatter even yo ur most cherished 
convictions? A l ife totally dedicated to the truth must answer 
in the affirmative. To avo id the truth because it is painful or 
th rea tening refl ects a low estimate of its value. We must 
always consider our self-interest and personal comfort re la
tively unimportant in our search for truth. No one prom ised 
that the truth would always correspond to reality as we see i t. 
If we take truth seriously we will always regard its value much 
more than we do our own comfort. 

Nearly hal f of the 109 occurrences of the noun "t ruth" 
(G r. aletheia) appear in the writings of john. John is con
cerned that his readers "walk in tru th" (II j ohn 4; Ill j ohn 
3-4). For John it is inconsistent to claim to have the t ruth 
and yet continue to "walk in darkness" (I j n. 1 :6). A claim of 
si nlessness is suff icient grounds to negate our claim of pos
sessing the truth (1 :8). j ohn wants his readers to real ize 
" that no l ie is of th e truth" (2 :2). Even the Christian's love 
must not be " in word or speech but in deed and in truth" 
(3:18). Fo r john the on ly sound reason to advocate a religious 
doctrine or li fes tyle be accepted is to be found in its truth fu l
ness. One's regard fo r truth is not determined by claims but 
by deeds. The w rit ings of j ohn call upon bel ievers to be de
voted to tru th, what ever the cost. 

W hat does a l i fe of total dedi cation to the truth mean? It 
means, first of all, a l i fe of continuous and never-ending 
stringent sel f examination. Paul challenged th e Corinth ians 
to examine themselves to see if they were holding to the 
fa ith (II Cor. 13:5). One w ho loves the t ruth keeps com ing to 
the l ight to have his deeds examined to verify that they have 
God's approval (Jn. 3:21 ). Examination of the worl d w ithout 
is never as persona lly painfu l as examination of the world 
w ithin. But if we take truth seriously we w ill not only examine 
the world around us, we w ill also examine the examiner. To 
be a crit ic of the shortcomings of another's life is easy; but 
it is painful to all ow the light of truth to focus on your ow n 
l ife. Because of the pain involved in a critical self-examination 
the majority seek to avo id the fo rce of truth for their own 
lives. After all, i f the splinter in the eye of the our brother 
captured our attention, we need not be concerned with the 
logs blinding us to our own weaknesses. Yet, one who is 
devoted to truth recognizes that the pain of sel f-examination 
is the only way to spiritual matu rity. The further one proceeds 
down the path of sel f-examination the more the pain in
volved seems re latively unimportant. 

A li fe totally dedicated to tru th means also a life which is 
w illing to be personally cha ll enged. Many come to the Bible 
not to be chall enged by its message, but merely to rein force 
previously held convictions. Every issue has been settled and 
neat ly filed for fu ture reference. Certain ly there is secu rity in 
the theolog ical fortresses we barricade ourselves beh ind. Bu t 
a sincere love of the truth, and a will ingness to let it challenge 
our lives demand that we allow our map of reali ty to be 
open ly chall enged by other map-makers. O therw ise, we live 
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in a cl osed system and can never be certain that our map of 
reali ty is valid . Yet, because there is pain inherent in the 
process of revising ou r map of rea l ity, most seek to avoid 
challenges by retreating into the security of familiar and well 
structured fortresses. There are fortresses buil t upon the foun
dation w here one merely parrots the thi nking of the past as 
if it provides an infallible guide to the fu ture. Other fortresses 
are built on respected names w ho can do our thinking for 
us. W hen truth challenges us to rethink a posi tion we can flee 
to the securi ty of the popular opinion. Whatever happened 
to taking a posi tion solely because truth demanded it? A 
truthseeker is never afraid of being exposed to criticism and 
the challenge of alternative views. He wi ll run the risk of 
exposure because he knows that he does not have a market 
on truth. If we love the tru th we w ill go w here it leads, even 
if we fi nd ourselves in unfamil iar terri tory. 

A li fe devoted to tru th w ill be completely honest with new 
in formation that challenges previously held convictions. Hon
estly wrestling with the truth necessitates putt ing some of our 
dogmatism into a holding pattern. We sometimes must admit 
that we do not have an answer, and honesty demands that 
we not manufacture one. I must admit that it is difficul t to 
live with that element of uncertainty. Bu t perhaps that is 
the tension that w ill always persist between faith and tru th. 
W hat we must avoid is the attempt to establ ish faith w ithout 
honestly facing the issues at stake. If we love the t ruth, we 
wi ll leave no stone unturned in our quest fo r understanding. 
That is the price we must pay if we value th e truth. There is 
no pain or struggle to live a l ie. A l ie is simply the unwilling
ness to experience the legitimate pain attached to l iving the 
truth. We can settle for the com fort of a l ie, and even pretend 
that we have the truth but in the end we w i ll f ind that a 
l ife bu i lt upon a falsehood cannot stand . 

john has a lot to say concerning the practice of t ruth. It 
is not enough to make a claim of possessing truth, our l ives 
must consistently conform accord ingly. There wi ll always 
be a degree of tension between our knowledge of the tru th 
and our practice thereof. However, before a watching world 
we must seek to signi ficantly reduce the tension to avoid 
the charge of hypocrisy. Living the tru th may mean taking un
popular stands that directly affront the status quo. The status 
quo of Jewish legal ism was direcly assulted by the freedom 
inherent w ithin Paul's gospel. The Apost le inquired of his 
Galatian brethren, "have I become your enemy by telling 
you the t ruth?" (Gal. 4:16). The truth of the gospel is per
ceived as no less rad ica l in the twentieth century. A l ife de
voted to the Lordship of Christ is counted as a strange thin g 
in a world that has made pleasure its King. It is much easier 
to debate abstract theological themes than to practice truth 
in ou r dai ly l ives. The church has in many instances been side
tracked into swatting gnats wh ile the weight ier matters of the 
law are ignored. Until we take tru th serious enough to prac
tice i t, even w hen it means going against popular trends, we 
cannot cla im to love the truth . 

There are many crucial elements that make up a sincere 
lover of tru th. We all like to th ink of ourse lves as lovers of 
the truth. But if we are honest w ith ourselves we know that 
sometimes ou r self-interests di storts the truth to make it more 
comfortable to l ive w i th. May we learn to honest ly and open
ly fo llow the truth even though the venture may be painful 
and sacrificial. 

P.O. Box 69, Wood land Hi ll s, CA 91365 
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Sowing and Reaping (3) 
CHARLES HODGE 

Americans love diets; there are zillions of diets. All prom
ise utopian results. 90% fail! They lead people to frustration 
and futility. Then the next diet arrives ... they take after it. 
Diets not only fail-they are dangerous. Why? Because the 
need is nutrition. Nutrition succeeds not diets. The same with 
us. We want personal work fads, "quickies," short cuts. We 
do not understand Christianity; we do not even understand 
evangelism. So we pursue methods, "pushing the right but
ton," religious formulas. Frustration and futility make said 
evangelism dangerous. Our land is filled with people quickly 
baptized now lost. 

We must return to Jesus in the Gospel accounts. Especially 
must we learn John 4 and john 9. There must be seed sowing 
before soul saving. Our evangelism is reaping without con
sideration of sowing. Sowers must know the soil, the seed, 
and the season. No one can combine wheat not planted. Back 
to diets ... salesmanship evangelism makes the Church a 
business organization and Christians salesmen. Statistics mea
sure success. Prospects are deceived, manipulated, and con
trolled. Bad matters become worse. Evangelism proceeds from 
our lives not merely from our lips. Christians sow and water 
everywhere they go. God-centered evangelism is a way of life. 
The disciples were to disciple as they were discipled (Mt. 28: 
18-20). 

Teaching The Word More Perfecdy 
Read Acts 18. Apollos knew only the baptism of John. With 

consideration (treating people right) Aquila and Priscilla 
taught him the way of the Lord more perfectly. Wonderful! 
Apollos is called an eloquent man, mighty in the scriptures. 
Now this is a vtial facet of evangelism-but only a facet! This 
point is crucial! 

We are to carry out the Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20; 
Mk. 16:15-16). We are to preach the Gospel (Rom. 1 :14-17). 
The Gospel is "Good News"-what God did for sinful man. 
We are to tell men what God did before we tell them what 
to do. Evangelism begins with grace. Is this why we are miss
ing the boat? Have we forgotten how to preach the Gospel? 
We know how to teach sectarians the way of the Lord more 
perfectly! Mainly, we know how to convert Baptists!! But can 
we go to the unchurched? Do we offer any Gospel, "Good 
News," hope? Do we bring grace? Do we bear rich gifts? Or 
do we go mainly to debate, to argue, to win? We have the 
truth-no question here But do we bring any Gospel? Are 
sinners converted to Christ? or to us? or to conditions? or to 
the Church? Do we bring sinners to Christ or to the baptistry? 
Are our methods centered upon the Gospel or debate? Let's 
be honest with ourselves! Is our evangelism a diet or nutri
tion? Are we interested in people or projects? Is it a dash or 
a marathon? 

By the way, many of our wonderful projects have one tragic 
mistake. The men with vision and generous giving are far re
moved from sinners. We cannot evangelize the world from 
back rooms, organization, and money. Salt must penetrate; 
light must be seen. So many of our promotors have never 
been in touch with a sinner! SERVEr SOW! Speak to God 
about people before you speak to people about God. 

Glorify God And Enjoy Him 
Why are we here? Christianity has a commission (Great 

Commission) but it is far more than a commission! Some 
claiming to be personal workers are not even Christian. One 
told me he would not visit a hospital unless the one visited 
was a prospect! God forbid! Are we here to impress or serve? 
Christians loving Christians are the only authentic witness 
(John 13 :34-35). Evangelism comes out of lives not apart from 
our lives. It is not a function-something done twice per 
week. Jesus said that love of God and neighbor were numbers 
1 and 2 (Mt. 22:36-40). In John 17 Jesus prayed for the disci
ples' relationship to God, their unity, then their outreach. 
Strong Churches evangelize (Eph. 4:11). Every office in the 
Church is to equip members. Nowhere in Acts, the epistles, 
and Revelation were congregations criticized or motivated to 
baptize more! This must be noticed! Evangelism is natural not 
artificial. Fruit cannot be manufactured! Evangelism is within 
the context of the whole Church life-worship, fellowship, 
benevolence, witness. We must never become so preoccupied 
with big plans that we fail to serve little people. 

Lifestyle More Than Friendship 

Evangelism demands friendship. But it also demands much 
more. Much "Friendship Evangelism" is friendship without 
evangelism. Jesus said "make" disciples. They must be found 
then made. This takes time. But there is a time to talk! This 
is an outgrowth of our lives. One evangelist used to preach 
that you had to make a sinner mad before you could convert 
him. How absurd! 

Christians exist to glorify God! We must learn this. We are 
not here to produce, to succeed, to have responses! The sow
er glorifies God as he lives and sows. He may never live to 
see the harvest! But he glorified God! Even a cup of cold 
water keeps its reward. The sheep serve unawares! A Chris
tian is Christ in a forgiven sinner. God receives glory because 
of whom and whose this man is. We must learn this. Success 
tempts short cuts. Proselytism can never be evangelism. We 
must keep loving people to the Lord-no matter how long 
it takes. 

A FRESH LOOK AT THE GREAT COMMISSION 

(Continued from page 3) 

out with a half full cup of a diluted gospel and hope for the 
impossible, and wonder why we are making no real impact 
in our world. Perhaps we need a revival of first century Chris
tianity and not its 20th century imitation. 

For 3Y2 years the disciples were held back and limited, the 
time was not right and they were not ready. Then, as a 
mighty dam that has no spillway would burst open, the dis
ciples were released. Jesus has freed us to become his dis
ciples and to make disciples. At one time I dreaded and 
feared the Great Commission; I saw it as an impossible task 
and knew I'd never measure up. Maybe I can't win the world 
for God tomorrow, but praise God, I can be a disciple who 
disciples! 

(Name of author lost, please put name on manuscript when 
submitting it.-Editor) 
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Facing the Inevitable 
The restoration of New Testament 

Christianity involves infinitely more than 
the purification of polluted doctrinal 
teachings. As a life-long member of a 
group which proclaims its goal to be the 
restoration of first century Christianity, 
I must honestly confess that our success 
rate has been very discouraging. 

While a part of the discouragement 
stems from an unimpressive numerical 
growth rate, an even greater cause for 
alarm is a "'Yidespread passive accep
tance of the status quo as an acceptable 
norm. As our movement has passed from 
the "cave" era to the "cathedral" era, 
there has developed a corresponding 
lack of urgency, both in evangelism and 
in giving commitment to God top pri
ority in individual lives. 

It is difficult for me to understand how 
any thoughtful, intellectually honest ana
lyst among us can avoid the conclusion 
that the maladies afflicting us require 
radical surgery. 

A study of the New Testament reveals 
a vivid profile of the type of person
and type of group-which the lord 
came to fashion. Surely the restoration 
of first century Christianity will of nec
essity require the restoration of all es
sential aspects of that profile. 

While a long list of characteristics of 
the early Christians could be cited, there 
were a few basic ones which gave sub
st:Ince and flavor to their lives and which 
distinguished them from their contem
poraries. 

Designated Soul Winners 
If you are a baseball pitcher and pitch 

in the American league, you don't have 
to hit the ball. You don't even have to 
step up to the plate. A Designated Hitter 
(DH) will do all this for you. If you are a 
member of the Roman Catholic religion 
you aren't required or permitted to drink 
the fruit of the vine in honor of Jesus. 
A Designated Priest (DP) will do all this 
for you. And within Christ's church there 
are members who do not believe they 
have the responsibility of soul winning. 
A Designated Soul Winner (DSW) will do 
all this for you. 

Incredibly, there have been attempts 
to scripturally justify tl1is view of evan
gelism. It has been argued that various 
gifts exist within the body and not every
one has the gift of soul-winning. While 
the principle of varying gifts is true, the 
lists in I Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4 
refer to public roles. Paul does not des
ignate as a specialized gift someone 
reaching out one on one to non-Chris
tians. 

It was refreshing for me to recently 
read this observation: evangelism is not 
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MARION 0. OWENS 

For one thing, their conversion to 
Christ brought revolutionary changes in 
their lives. For the faithful, nothing had 
higher priority than service to Christ, in
cluding life itself. Evangelism was a way 
of life. love for fellow Christians was 
so intenses and so obvious that it was a 
marvel to their pagan contemporaries. 

What are the chances of our reproduc
ing such love, commitment, and univer· 
sal evangelism today? Who will "coil
vert" the "converted"? Is there a chance 
of our reaching our avowed goals with
out a major transformation? 

One of the most thrilling things in my 
life has been the observance in very 
recent years of a lively, rapidly-growing 
movement among us which embraces 
the most basic elements of the first cen
tury church: unquestioned commitment 
to Christ, heavy emphasis on evange
lism, top priority to prayer and Bible 
study and a love for the brethren which 
is a wonder to observe. (So startling is 
the contrast between this zeal and com
mitment and contemporary standards 
that an alarmed brotherhood has widely 
assumed that this must surely be some 
new "cult"-What a revealing commen
tary on the degree to which we have 
departed from the original model our
selves!) Among the most encouraging 
aspects of this movement is its success 
in reaching and bringing to the lord a 
large number of the brightest minds in 
colleges and universities across the na-

(Continued on page 11) 

EDDIE HENDRIX 

the title for one of our ministers, not the 
assignment for one of our deacons, and 
not an item in our church budget. Evan
gelism is a way of life. It was definitely 
the way of life for first century Chris
tians. They automatically talked with 
everyone about Christ and his church. 
As someone noted: they were gossiping 
the gospel." 

Every Christian should be initiating 
discussions about Jesus and his church. 
Then when someone gives a positive 
response we can tell them what we 
know and then we can get as much help 
as we need from someone who is more 
confident, knowledgeable, or experi
enced, EVERY Christian is an initiator of 
the message of Jesus. 

Note how apparent Paul makes this in 
II Corinthians. In 2:15 Paul lists as his 
activity his giving off the fragrance of 
Christ. What qualified him for this? The 
context says he had received the fra
grance of his knowledge. In 3:12 his 
activity is listed as speaking boldly. Why 
would he accept this as his task? The 

(Continued on page 11) 

Reports and Reactions 
TOM TURNER 

Every now and then a report will cir
culate through the brotherhood that 
some congregation is reaping an abun
dant harvest, teaching and baptizing 
many more people than most churches 
are doing. Over the years I have seen 
some good and bad effects of such re
ports on other congregations. We all 
should do some sober thinking about 
this phenomena. When the report of 
what a church in the East is doing will 
send brethren in the West scurrying out 
to buy school buses it might be dis
missed as thoughtless, but well-intended 
zeal. But when a report of what a church 
in the West is doing starts fracturing and 
dividing churches all across the brother
hood, it should cause us to pause and 
reflect upon the diabolical power of Sa
tan to turn good into evil. Here are some 
thoughts on our reactions to such re
ports as I have mentioned. 

GREAT EXCITEMENT. Such excitement 
over reports of what someone else is 
doing generally stems from an ignor
ance of what is involved in real evange
lism. Conversions are the result of sow
ing, watering, and reaping. If we are 
reaping, it is because someone sowed 
and watered. Those who refuse to be
lieve that sowing and watering are nec
essary are always looking for a quick, 
easy, cheap way to get the job done. 
They can get extremely excited at any 
rumor that someone has hit upon a 
sure-fire method for instant success. 

FEAR AND AlARM. Just as some get 
excited over anything new, others in
stinctively react with fear and alarm. 
This is especially true if someone de
scribes what he is doing with terminol
ogy which is new and strange to them. I 
remember a few years ago listening with 
great apprenhension to a brother praise 
the greatness of THE ENCOUNTER as a 
way of winning souls. Finally, after about 
an hour, it dawned on me that what he 
excitedly described as AN ENCOUNTER 
was nothing more than a one-on-one 
Bible study. I wanted to ask why he 
didn't simply call it a Bible Study but 
then it occurred to me that had he called 
it a Bible Study, few of us would have 
come to hear him speak. 

SUSPICION. Some brethren are just 
plain cynical. When they hear of some 
one having great success, they are sure 
he is deceiving people, using some un
scriptural gimmicks, or watering down 
the Gospel. It never seems to occur to 
them that the person or congregation 
might have a high degree of dedication, 
work extremely hard, and be blessed 
with a fortunate set of circumstances. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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How to Listen to a Sermon 
DON GLOVER 

110ften now I have the impression," a 
fellow preacher said to me recently. 
11that many people in my congregation 
aren't listening. I'm simply not getting 
through to them." This good and gifted 
man was understandably discouraged. 
He had begun to doubt his ability, as 
you may do when results are meager. 
Possibly he exaggerated; it is easy to do 
that when you are down on yourself. 
Perhaps he was guilty of projecting his 
own negative feelings on to his con
gregation and they, the people, were 
responding in kind. One thing is sure: 
he was frustrated in his preaching-so 
much so, in fact, that he was consider
ing leaving the pulpit for good. Imagine 
having to stand before an assembly of 
people, week after week, knowing, or at 
least believing, that hardly anyone list
ens to you. That would put a damper on 
your enthusiasm. It might also put you 
in the company of Sisyphus, the charac
ter in Greek mythology was forced for
ever to roll a boulder uphill only to 
have it always to roll down again. 

But wait. Didn't Jesus say, "Take heed 
how you hear," and, 11 He who has ears 
to hear let him hear"? Doesn't it take 
two-the preacher and the listener-to 
make a sermon work? Of course, the 
preacher has a great responsibility, but 
so does the hearer, that forgotten link 
in the chain of effective communication. 

So if you listen to sermons, as most 
people do, at least occasionally, why 
not be intelligent about it? Here are a 
few suggestions: 
Come prepared to listen. 

People attend church for a variety 
of reasons: because others (spouse, par
ents, children) expect it; to be seen; 
from habit; for moral or civic respect
ability; to avoid feeling guilty if they 
didn't go; to feel guilty; and for duty. 
Why not go to worship God? 

Some people argue, of course, that 
sermons do little good and are, there
fore, 11 irrelevant." But that judgment flies 
in the face of the facts. Famed psycho
therapist Dr. Karl Menninger, for exam
ple, says that preaching can "prevent 
some of the accumulated misapprehen
sions, guilty and aggressive action, and 
other roots of later mental suffering and 
mental disease." With that in mind, go 
to church in a spirit of openness and 
expectancy. "I was glad when they said 
to me, 'let us go to the house of the 
Lord!'" (Psalms 122:1) 
Stay alert. 

Eutychus, the man who fell asleep 
during Paul's sermon at Troas (Acts 20: 
9), lives on. Staying alert is a big chal
lenge for people whose eyelids get 

heavy just looking at a church building. 
I once knew, in the church of my boy
hood, a fine elder who nevertheless 
drooped his head and closed his eyes 
during the sermon. When asked about 
this, he explained that he concentrated 
best that way! Unless you too concen
trate best that way, or have a medical 
condition that induces sleep, keep your 
head up and forward, your eyes open 
and focused, and your mind-that won
der of infinite possibilities-alive. 
Be mature in what you expect. 

Some people labor under the mistak
en idea that the preacher is a sort of 
guru, receiving by the hour special 
revelations from above, and passing 
them along to his eager followers. Thus 
Haywood Broun, critic and writer, once 
said he would respect preachers more if 
occasionally they would go before their 
congregations and announce, "No, not 
today," and so acknowledgeable that 
revelation does not pour forth in an un
broken stream. But Broun misunderstood 
the function of a preacher. The preach
er of the gospel is a herald of a revela
tion already given-the complete and 
final revelation of the Sible. 

A preacher preaches. He is not an 
essayist, comedian, or entertainer. A 
preacher preaches the Bible and its cen
tral character, Jesus Christ. 

No preacher, whatever his ability, can 
be in peak form every week. Neither can 
he in a single sermon treat everyone's 
special problem or favorite topic. In a . 
congregation of a thousand or even a 
hundred, where needs and interests are 
diverse, this week's sermon may not hit 
you between the eyes, but it may be on 
target for another. Besides, what you 
learn today may help you tomorrow
or next year. If, for example, you have 
never lost a relative or friend in death, 
you may think a sermon on bereavement 
boring. listen anyway; some day, per
haps sooner than you expect, you may 
desperately need it. 
Eliminate or minimize distractions. 

Sit in a favorable location, if possible. 
That may involve moving closer to the 
front of the auditorium. The ear has an 
uncanny ability to narrow its pattern and 
thus pick up and ampilfy what it, or the 
mind, is interested in; but unless you are 
oblivious to distraction, avoid sitting 
near a two-year-old child playing with 
a ring of metal keys. 

There are other distractions, as being 
adversely affected by a building's archi
tecture or the size of the crowd (a hatf
filled auditorium may discourage you if 
you dwell too much on it); but perhaps 
none is deadlier than judging people 

by their appearances. In C. S. lewis' 
"The Screwtape letters," a devil plots 
to capture a Christian by tempting him 
to fix attention on his fellow worship
per's squeaky boots, double chins, and 
odd clothes. Fix your attention on God 
and his word. 

Enter into a dialogue with your preacher. 
If possible, get to know your preach

er. Share your problems and concerns 
with him. let him know what you are 
thinking. Pray for him. This kind of 
dialogue and concern would result in 
your preacher doing a better job in the 
pulpit; he would be more responsive to 
human needs, more sensitive in his ap
proach, more effective in results. 

Read your Bible and do some hard 
thinking. If you find yourself frequently 
saying of the sermons you hear, "That 
was over my head," consider raising 
your head! Engage your mind as well as 
your heart. Concentrate, evaluate, de
cide. As you listen to C:t sermon, and later 
when you have more time, ask yourself: 
Is it true? (Test everything by the Bible.) 
What does it mean? (look beyond the· 
facts to their significance.) And, How 
does it apply to me? (That, after all, is 
the purpose of preaching.) 

Bring your Bible with you, and per
haps pen and paper so that you can jot 
down important ideas or scriptures. But 
don't get so bogged down in writing and 
flipping through the Bible that you lose 
eye contact with the preacher and thus 
reduce the impact .of his message upon 
you. 

It's true that some preachers make 
listening to them extremely difficult. 
They may speak without conviction, 
assault the king's English, violate com
monly accepted rules of public speech, 
or simply wear out their audiences with 
long-winded sermons that their own 
mothers would be hard put to follow to 
the end. "Preach about God and about 
20 minutes"-naturally and sincerely
is good advice for any preacher. 

But do try to profit from the sermon, 
regardless of who is speaking. When a 
student asked Dr. W. B. West, Jr., former 
dean of the Harding Graduate School of 
Religion, how he, an accomplished 
teacher and scholar, was able to benefit 
from simple sermons preached in small 
rural churches by little esteemed men, 
Dr. West replied, "I listened to the 
Word of God." 
Apply what you hear to yourself. 

This is the final, but most important 
step. It is also the most difficult. 

Kierkegaard said that sermons should 
not be preached in churches but "in 
the midst of life." Though extreme, the 
noted philosopher and theologian ~as 
right in insisting that Biblical preachmg 
be linked to life, and not left to evapo-

(Continued on page 12) 
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FACING THE INEVITABLE 
(Continued from page 8 ) 

tion, minds which provide tremendous 
potential for future progress in the Lo rd's 
work. 

The long-haul success of the Lord's 
work certainly does not depend upon 
any single person or any single group or 
movement. It does depend, however, 
upon the implementation of the basic 
principles laid down by the Lord. If the 
"restored" church is ever to make a 
signi ficant impact upon the world, it w ill 
occur only when its fa ith , zea l, love, 
commitment, evange li stic fervor, and 
sense of urgency approach fi rst century 
standards. 

Whether th is will occur through a 
mass awakening of an entire brother
hood, or w hether it w ill require that the 
Lord rai se up a new group which w ill 
energetically forge on past a sluggish, 
reluctant, and resisting giant, only the 
Lord knows. 

One thing is sure: the Lord 's wi ll is 
going to be accomplished. Whether we 
do it or leave it to someone else is a 
decision for individual resolution. 
44327 Calston, Lancaster, CA 93534 

----o
DESIGNATED SOUL WINNERS 

(Continued from page 8) 
context says he possessed a hope about 
which to speak bold ly. In 4:2 his activity 
is listed as making known the truth. W hy 
was this his responsibility? The context 
says that all those whose lives were 
being transformed were given this minis
try. In 4:13 his activity is listed as speak
ing. What qualified him for this? The 
context says it was because he beli eved. 
In 5:11 his activity is listed as persuad
ing men. What autho rized him to do 
that? The context says that he knew the 
fear of the Lord. In 5:18 his activ ity is 
listed as a m inister of reconci liation. 
Why was he granted that responsibility? 
The context says it was because he had 
been reconciled. In 6: 1 his activity is 
l isted as working with jesus. W hat quali
fied him for th is? The context indicates 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

th at it was because he had received the 
grace of God. 

In the term of a diagram, we have: 

ACTIVITY and QUALIFICATION 
We are the fragrance-because we re

ceived the fragrance 
We speak bo ldly-because we have such 

a hope 
We make known the truth-because our 

lives are benig transformed 
We speak-because we believe 
We persuade- because we know the 

fear 
We have th is ministry of reconciliation

because we have been reconciled 
We are working w i th Jesus- because we 

received God's grace 

At this point we must ask an extreme
ly important questi on. Which of the 
qual ificat ions listed in the right column 
are limited to apostles or evange lists? 
Not a one! Pau l does make a distinction 
between himself and the Corinthians in 
5:19 and 20 that may be an allusion to 
his apostleship or to himself and Timo-

thy as evange lists. But his qual ificat ions 
for soul w inning activi ty were enjoyed 
by every Christian in Corinth. 

Imagine a Corinthian Christian read
ing this epist le and then saying: I know 
the fragrance of Jesus, I have a fantastic 
hope, my l i fe is be ing transformed, I 
believe Jesus is God's son, I know the 
fear of God, I have been reconciled to 
God through j esus, I have received 
God's grace. But it is not my job to share 
th is with anyone. Not my neighbor. Not 
the guy I wo rk with. Not my school
mate, relative, hairdresser or team-mate. 
No way. That's not my gift. I'm not quali
fied. That's the wo rk of our DSW. 

We can no more designate someone 
to do our soul -winn ing than we can 
designate them to do our singing, pray
ing, or taking the Lord's Supper. All of 
these activities are exci ting privi leges 
that we do in Jesus because of what we 
are in Jesus. 

5421 Ringgold Road., Chattanooga, Tn 
37412 
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HOW TO LISTEN TO A SERMON 

(Continued from page 9) 

rate in the quiet solemnity of a proper 
ch urch service. 

If a sermon is, as Harry Emerson Fos
dick said, an "appeal to a listening jury 
for a decision," then you must do some
thing with it. Everything, at last, comes 
down to that. "And as for that in the 

good soil ," said Jesus, "they are those 
who, hearing the wo rd, ho ld it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bring forth 
fruit with patience" (luke 8 :15). 
Monroe, Louisiana, 71201 

Robert Louis Stevenson once entered 
in to his diary the words, " Went to 
church today. I hea rd a good sermon. 
Applied it to myself." You have heard 
a good sermon w hen you have been 
lead not just to say, "What a great 
message!," but, " What w ill I do?" 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL W INKLER, D irector 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 

•!• l .... li._.I~I I._II._.II ... II-IJ-11-11._.11~~~..-.t~ .. :. 

I THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! I 
Bibl e Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 

I Learn to win souls in a one-year inte rnship. i 
Experienced Q uali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 

~ Qual ify to tio a full·time PERSONAL WORK· ' Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in '1965 

1- :OR o r PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send i 
_ for details to School of Persona l Evange· ! I lism. at Church of Christ . 3380 Coleman • 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING A~CEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACH ING • A38v,.l2n211e.PhP.O. (89n0xl ) 23;>2~0878. 31Mcmp(9h0i51.) J2n4, ' I 0120. ·NO 0-P~inoN. . or • I 1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone: 817·282-3911 
•:•.-.1.-,l.~l ..... ll- 11__.11- lt.-II_J_..,_.tl--.c-J_ U_ I·:· 

Come With Us To CH IUSTtAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATES 

HOLY LAND GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
August 2, 1982 

Seml/or 11roclwre. 

For Employees of Churches of Christ & Related Institutions 

CONTI NUOUS ENROLLMENT 

Jack P. Lewis, Hard ing Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Guaranteed Issue Life, Retirement Plans 

WRITE OR CALL FOR INFORMATION 

Bill Minick & Associates Phone 
901-683·1678 901-761-1350 P.O. Box 8779, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 817 /535·1801-817 /429-1403 
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Bear Valley Church of Christ 

MiLITARY 
OUTREACH 

CHRISTIAN 
TRAINING 
IN THE FIELD 

Both State Side 
and Overseas 

Mail Requests to: 
Richard Brant (USN Ret) 
Coordinator Military Outreach 
2707 So. lamar, 
Denver, CO 80227 

Residence Training is approved for V.A. and there 
are NO TUITION charges. Classes begin in 
September and February. 

LEARN TO BE 
a more effective worker for the Lord 

DEVELOP 
greater ski ll as a Bible teacher 

ADD 
greater depth to your spiritual li fe 

PREPARE 
to teach God's word to others 

l 
Bear Valley has been training men and 

women since 1965. However until now it has 
been necessary to come to Denver. Now as a 
result of th is new program Bear Valley is in a 
position to send a quali fied teacher to your 
location. 

To take advantage of this opportunity at NO COST to the 
local congregation making the request (except a $10.00 fee 
per student to help offset expenses) simply write indicating 
the desi red date and subject. 

The normal length of stay is 2 weeks; however, longer 
periods can be arranged. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JAN UARY 19, 1982 



32nd ANNUAL 
LECTURESHIP 
January 24-27, 

1982 

When Life Tumbles In . ... . ......... . ..... .. .... . ..... . .. Jimmy Allen 
Searcy, Arkansas 

When God Speaks . ... . . . ...... . .. . ......... . .......... John Pennisi 
· Edmond, Oklahoma 

When Your Neighbor Calls .. . . . . . . . .... . ........ . ... .. ... Carroll Pitts 
Los Angeles, California 

The Power of The Tongue ........... . .. . ................. Nick Young 
Anderson, Indiana 

When the World Entices ...... ... .... . ..... . . . ..... .. Gary Beauchamp 
Dallas, Texas 

Including God in Your Plans ... . . ................ . .. . . . Furman Kearley 
Abilene, Texas . 

The Practice of Pure Religion . ... .. ... .. ... . .... . . . . . ... Goebel Music 
Colleyville, Texas 

Forums, Classes, Women's Program, 
Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 



IAN. 1, 1982-ANNIVERSARY OF UNm 

(Continued from page 4) 

Raccoon john Smith and john Rogers, 
would ride together through all the 
churches to encourage fel lowsh ip and 
unity. Alexander Campbel l wrote an ar
ticle about the l exington meeting in th e 
"Mi llennia! Harbinger" (but perhaps wi th 
a bi t less enthusiasm than he would have 
shown had he attended the meeting) and 
he bade God speed to the work of Smith 
and Rogers. The two preachers traveled 
incessant ly for a year, and each man re
ceived $300 from the churches for h is 
year's work (a n adequate amount in 
those pre- in flation days). 

Withi n a few years, the two res toration 
movemen ts were no longer two, but one, 
united in the body of Christ. As brethren 
looked back to the l exington meeting, 
they sensed that a great work had been 
clon e. Raccoon John Smith always viewed 
this as the best work he had ever done. 
Stone wrote in his "Autobiography," 
" This union, irrespective of reproach, I 
view as th e nob lest act o f my l ife." 

Toclay-150 years after the l exington 
meeting-we st ill owe a debt of gratitude 
to those brethren w ho came to the Book 
and found unity. Perhaps th eir example 
w il l remind our generation of Chri st ians 
how and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity! (More to fo l
low.) 

REPORTS AN D REACTIONS 

(Continued from page 8 ) 

IM ITATION. Some think that all we 
have to do is find someone having suc
cess and imitate w hat he is doing. 
Preachers that imitate success models 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. ' 

(non-profit) 
Con/ inuous em·ollmenl wil h 

/u•o p/"m lo choose /rom 
GHOUP LIFE AVA ILABLE 

GROUP AN UITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUAHA TEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

1/cttllb Rilles !;llilrtmlced 1111/il 
i\lily of 1982 wilb no increase 

from lnst yet1r 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADM INISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 
Plnm only offered lo li'Orkers iii/IOn[: 
Clmrrbes of Cbrisl Foreit::n Ill' orkers 
nnd s/uden/s intrnining for full time 
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work CO IIf!I"Ctf fll Sflmt! l"tt/e tiS 
resident Americtms 

Covel"flge good nnywbere 

usually end up sound ing silly; churches 
do not fare much better. We can learn 
from everyone, but each church must 
thoughtfu lly and prayerfully consider its 
own peculia r set of circumstances at it 
goes about its work. 

let's be careful about how we react 
to reports. 
6614 Cameror Rd., Austin, Tx 78723 

C:\' C I , UUE "l' OUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

olrl address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31 -5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY 
OF THE BIBLE 

(36 COURSES) 

f or Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optiona l 2nd Year of Graduate Study 

For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admi ss ions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

or Call (512) 282-2486 

ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURESHIP 
Includes Thrust Denominational Doctrines Forum 

4 Days Study in Timely and Controversial Topics 
April 15-18, 1982 (Thursday-Sunday ) 

THIS YEAR'S LECTURE : T1·uth and Error in Conflict 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Wayne Jackson, Goebel Music, Ira Rice, Thomas Warren, 
Guy N. Woods, Pat McGee, William Cline, Johnny Ramsey, 

and others. 

TIME: Begins, Thur. 1:00 p.m.; 9:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. subsequent days 

WRITE FOR INFORMATION: 

Bill Jackson, Lectureship Director 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JANUARY 19, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertis ing in this section $ 1.50 per line. Designed especinlly to accommodate conc-regntions 

CONGREGAT!OK IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
F ULL TIM E: EVANG IO:J.,IST. HO USJ.; PROVIDED 
AND SAI .. ARY NEC:OTIADLE. PLt::ASE SENO 
RIO:S UMP. AND PICTURE: TO THE CH URCH 0 1' 
CHRIST. BOX 444, F A LFURRIA S, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/3 18-3005. 

:~d,·ert isinsr meeting plnces, prenchers seekinc work or congregations seeking preachers. Also otJu~r 
acccptnblc matter. 

WE REUI N D CH ERIS HED BIBLES- write for free 
leather a-urnplcs and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2•185. 
Abilene. Texas 7960·1. 

DEAlt VA I, LEY CII UHCH OF CIIHIST 
SCUOOL OF DIULICAL ST UD I ES 

Prenching-l'ersonnl Evangelism- ~I iss ions 
Exceptiona l Curriculum for Wome n 

"npproved for V eteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-GSOO. 2707 So. Lnmar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOil'l' HOOD - IULLEEN, 'l'EXAS 

So uthside C hurch ot Ch r ist 1505 S . 'rrim
m!er Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A .:\[. & 6:00 
1'. :\I .. Wed. 7:00 P . M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD C UURCH OF CHRIST 

4 55 So. Yo ungtl e ld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Y e llow Pages For Service T imes 
Translation for Dea f. T erry Cartwr ight. m inister 
ARLINGTON. VA., 20 N. ln•ing St. , corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capita l & historic N. Vn. Lord's D ay 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. 6:00P.M. ; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. F or trnns portation
tlirections ph. G28-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy n 
Spiritual F east. 
CHATHA~!. N. J . . Fairmo unt and S o u t h ern 
Bl vd .. 07 928. NORTHERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW YORK C ITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
20 1- 635-26 88. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCll OF 
CU R IST, 2700 De Barr Rd. >V Ill contact 
relatives or friends in Alnska. Pat McMa han or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-57 19. 

DA. V AREA SCnOOL OF PREACHING 
1 1300 Dnhlln Road 

P len•nnton, Cn llforn ln 94!'i00 
J a m es W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON- ISLAND OF Jl'.AUAI, 
HA\VAIL Ph. (808) ~22-1 960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H auanln Rd., Knpna, Hawaii 
96746. 
1\0RTH\VEST CH UR CH OF CHRIST. 15555 15th 
A,·enue N.E .. Seattle, Wash. 98155. If you know 
aomeono moving- to th~ Grcnter Seattle aren drop 
us a line, or call (206) 364-2275. We will contact 
them. 

J,OS ANGELES . CAL IFORNIA 
CENTRAL CH U RCH OF CHRIST 

12th and H oover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10 :00 A.M. IO :GO A.M. & 

6:00 P .III. 
Minister.: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
-----:-Mi:E::':> T="R'='o""'=-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Ch urch or Christ. 
4690 S. Lognn 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. E van J>elist 
BREWER, 1\fAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10: 16 : Worship, II :00. Phone 207-
989-2539. or 866-4383. Visiton Welcom e. Write 11bout 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVU,LE, IND .. 2205 E. 1\lot'J:nn Ave., 
U.S. 460 En10t Opp o101t r l{- 1\ln rt. Office 4 77'-
5271. Robby Wn<le, l\Jin , 470-4050. 
Rris tol, Virginia, East Bristo l Church of Christ just oH 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT : NORTHERN CALI FORNIA. 
Sierra Chilc!rcn's H ome iR currently hirin~r child 
rare sta ff. (Chris tian coup I~. ) Good pay nnd bene
fits. Tf interested. contact Steve Benrmnn, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/ 4<1R-3557." 
R EL TGTOUS Boo='="K'=s,......,B"'o"'u=c;==R==T=-.--=w=-a-yn-e-S=t,..r-P.,..h-en-s-. 
AlsO" wnnt~<l lllrf; li ntock & Strong Encyclopedia. 
P.O. Box 28fi. Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, C ALlFORNIA- Vn ll l'Y Chu r ch of 
Ch T"Ist. Com e visit us. Phon e 714 -679-1010. 
LET US SH ARE WTTII YOU Sermons. L ectures. 
and Worksho1> lessons on ra .. ettes f rom our National 
Tape Lending Librarv. Hillcrest Church o f Christ. 
617 Rncon. Abilene. Texns 70601. Write for details . 
1\UDIO VISUAL suppl ies ~nd equipment. Write for 
free catalo~ or contact Hemp W. Hall 214-832-4476 
Hall Publishing House li:16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 
75501. 

CH URCH OF CHR IST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Ro•smore (at Clinton) Los Anf'teles 9000<1 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship II AM 6 P M 

Minis ters : Robert Blai r and Dale Lingo 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Wanted: full time local preache r for small congrega
tion located in Central Texas. Excellent church build· 
ing and preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, r~mily status 
ond references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. 

I' U~IA . Attt:r. .. ti:O t W . ~Sth S t . Sunday-
tO. I I a.m. & 6:30 p . m. l' h. 344-3750 

"lnformnticn on Al:u;knn and 0\·crscns Emoloy
m~nt. Great income. Call 602/ 9 11-801<1. Department 
566. Phone Call refundable." 
PREACHER WANTED-US Mil itary congregation in 
Kaiscrslau tcrn, Germany seeking mini~ tcr for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1962. rour year 
con"'milment required. \Veil establi~hed congregation, 
self-supporting, located in largest US community out
side USA. For details contact T. \V. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 4B9· 
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
MINI STER WANTED. Small congregation. Three bed 
room mobi le home furnished. Sa lary open. Write 
Springer Church of Christ, Box 354, Springer, O klaho ma 
73456. 
. WilEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in n Christian horne. Reasonable rates. For 
mo r·e information call 615-066-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Dellfield Rd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
:11n22. 
P icayune. Miss. congregat ion, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full t ime 
minister . Offer ing indi,.idualized salary and benefit 
pack,.ge. Membershi1> over 100 in crowing com
mun ity of over 12.000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill , 108 Sca ler-est Dr .. Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHILD CARE STAFF/ HOUSEJ>ARENTS 
Christian couples needed fo r campus program with 
three cottages, maximum seven ch ildren per cottaAC. 
Age range usually 5 to 18. Housing, utilit ies, plus 
ch ild care allowance per chi ld furnished. Assistance 
given in securing employment for man. Professional 
consu ltation and in .. scrvicc training available. join us 
in a beautiful rural sell ing 35 miles west of Wash ing
ton, D.C. Contact Ph il Higgins, Direclor, Church of 
Christ Ch ildren's Home, Box 9, Gainesville, VA 22065 
or call collect 703-754-8516. 
Mature, energetic evansel isl. Need to relocate in south 
for heal1h reasons. Curren! health fine but doctors 
says move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. If inter
esled call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi. 
Coli 616-773-6395. 

ATTENTION: If you or members of your fami ly wil l 
be stationed at the Navy Air Stalion, Kings\'i lle, Texas, 
please notify us. 

Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 886 
Kingsville, Texas 78363 

_______ P_h_o_n.c:e~512·5 .:.92:..·..::2..::43::..4:...... _____ _ 

The Church at Canyon Lake, Texas needs a minister 
by feb. 1S, 1982. Inquiries should be addressed lo 
Canyon Lake Church Of Christ, Rte. 7, Box 171 E, 
Canyon Lake, Texas 78130. Or an interesled Minister 
could call the following men. 
AI Frakes, Sr., 899-2093 (512); Joe Elrod, 899-2308; 
C. E. Hyatt, 899-2214. 

The ll lllcrest Church of Christ, 171 2 l. O'Neal St. 
(P.O. Box UU4) Cainesvi llc, Texas 76240, is seeking an 
associate mi nister-preferably between the ages of 25 
to 40 years; four-year college degree-appropriate 
abili ty to speak for the purpose of teaching informa· 
tive, interesting classes and filling pulprt "hen neces
sary; plus ability to oversee educational program. 

If interested send resume to above P.O. Oo,. 
"Do you want a challenge in the bc.1lrtiful 50th sta te? 
Associate minister wanted for congregation of 1 S 
Christians with no e lders. Needs to be self-nroli"at ing. 
mature in the faith, and very evangelistic. Housing and 
utilties provided, but must ob1ian own support. Good 
position for re tired or semi-retired person. If interest· 
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Street, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (608) 935-6917." 

PREACHER NEEDED : 
A small rural congregation or about twenty members, 

six miles S.E. of Eastland, Texas is in need of a preach· 
cr wi th most of his support to move inlo our commu· 
nity and work wi th us. \Ve have a new three bedroom 
brick home and a nice, adequate meeting house. 

Those interested conlact the elders: H. C. Jordan, 
Rt. 1, Eastland, Texas 76448; Phone: 8 17-629-8137 or 
W. E. Reynolds, Rt. 1, Carbon, Tx. 76435; Phone: 
817-639-2581. 
20th Year Homecoming: Richards Street Church of 
Christ; Sunday, February 7, 2-4. Hot Springs, AK 
71913, Call: 1-501-624-4132. 
School buses and vans for sale: Ft. Worth, 1-817· 
293-9456. 

A Firm Foundnllon sub,.erlptlon makes a 
wonderCu I birthday or annivers ary gltt. 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that tru th . having nothing to fear 

from examination . should be pursued 
r elentless ly: that religious commitment. 

which is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for : An Introductton to Seauer College 
w h ich describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
Un iversity. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 m ajors 
in Business Administration . 

Comm unications. Humanities/Fine Arts. 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L . Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. President 
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Camper 
Rally on 
Saving 
Souls 

Do You Like 
To Win Souls? 

Would You Like To 
Learn How-

By Doing It? 

Do You Enjoy 
Camping Out? 

Do You Like 
Camping With Christians? 

If your answer is YES, 
you'll enjoy CROSS-

Camper Rally On Saving Souls! 

COME TO HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, 
IN J ULY, 1982! 

Yes, a:1o~her CROSS Rally is scheduled for July 
10-16, 1982. [tis to take place in beautiful Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. Hot Springs is world-famous for its 47 
thermal springs. It is located in the mountains of 
Western Arkansas, on the edge of Lake Ouachita, near 
Crater of Diamonds State Park, and is three minutes f1·om 
Magic Springs, which is located in Hot Springs National Park. 

While there is time for recreation and fun, it is winning souls 
that draws scores of campers to participate in CROSS. Six hours 
classroom training in the pavilion on the campground prepares campers 
and workers to reach out to the lost souls in the city that will be contacted 
and taught the succeeding week. In-the-field training is provided during 
the week by those from the White's Fen·y Road School of Biblical Studies 
in West Monroe, Louisiana, and by previous CROSS participants, 
who lead teams during the week of the rally. Brethren are trained how to approach strangers, how to bring up the subject of salvation, how 
to present the gospel, how to "close the sale," and how to keep the saved. And they learn by doing it ! Then, they take home materials 
including a 90-page printed notebook, which is given to the camping participants. The notebook includes sections te lling how to set up a 
similar campaign , how to present the gospel, and how to do effective follow-up work. 

The atmosphere at the rallies is positive and exciting, created by Christian love in action! There are nightly preaching, singing and 
prayer sessions, which change lives and encourage brethren. 

If you l}ke to camp out and you are either a soul winner or you want to become one, find a tent, rent a camping trailer, or drive your own 
motor home and attend the ra lly scheduled for this summer. It's sponsored by the Southside church in Hot Springs. Motels are also 
available . Larry West directs CROSS. For a free brochure, write CROSS, P . 0. Box 2000, West Monroe, Louisiana 71291. 

MORE THAN FIFTY HAVE BEEN IMMERSED 
AT CROSS RALLIES/ 
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Adult crowd at the annual Berchtesgaden Retreat for US. 
Mi l itary Christians stationed in Europe. This year over 400 
attended from twelve countries. 

Austin, Texas, January 26, 1982 
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The Arkansas Battle for 
Children's Minds 

The Court case in Little Rock is over. It tu rned out 
just as all who followed the case in the news expected. 
The judge ruled that the theory of evolution would 
have the sole right to be taught as the explanation of 
how life began on earth in the classrooms of Arkansas 
public schoo ls. 

~hat else cou ld you expect of U.S. District Judge 
Will1am Overton, who, according to press reports 
"openly criticized one bio-chemistry professor for offer
ing only opinion and no evidence." It wou ld have been 
interesting indeed if his Honor had called on the evolu
tionists fo r proof. He knows and they know they cou ld 
not produce it. The judge's remark indicated that the 
ve rdict was already in. The rest of the tria l was a farce. 

The Arkansas trial was a battle between two philoso
phies: total materialism on one side and creationalism 
on the other. These two philosophies are totally irrec
onci lable. And we emphasize the fact that both are 
ph ilosophies. Neither of them is a science. Sophisticated 
intellectua lism would have the world be lieve that one 
is science whi le the other is religion. Don't you be lieve 
it! Evolution is a philosophy-a theory only, if you 
please. It is not a science. As such it is a religion-noth
ing more. The Arkansas judge has ruled in favor of one 
religion being taught in the classroom, to the exclusion 
of another. 

Science knows that it cannot prove evolution as an 
exp lanation of beginning of life. The world knows sci
entists have tried hard enough to prove it and have 
fa iled. Their efforts to prove the theory by scientific 
standards have been sufficient to destroy it completely. 
The number of complete fai lures in any other scientific 
fi el.d wou ld have doomed any other theory and branded 
it as unscientific. 

But Creationists are partly to blame for the Arkansas 
decision. The parade of defense w itnesses presented an 
unreal picture of odd-ball ideas-everything from f lying 
saucers to w itchcraft to green-eyed Gods. Some of it 
was pretty hairy tes timony. 

All of w hich made it a hilarious side show for a 
strongly biased press w hich used almost every slur in 
the dictionary in describing the testimony of defense 
witnesses. The media demonstrated no concept at all of 
the complexity of the issues involved. In the reports we 
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have read, there was little evidence of the objectivity 
the press prides itsel f for. 

What we really had was a custody battle for the minds 
of the ch ildren of Arkansas. Shall the atheistic, hedonis
tic, materialism concept-which is the religion of evolu
tion-have so le and uncontested right to indoctrinate 
every child in every classroom in Arkansas, or shall chil
dren be given the possibility of considering that there 
just might be another explanation of how life might 
have begun gun on this planet. The conflict is between 
two phi losophical views rather than two scientific views. 

The Civil Liberti es Union, instigators of the suit, evi
dently isn' t interested in the civil liberties of the chi l
dren of Arkansas. The civil libertarians are more inter
ested in injecting secular humanism into the classroom 
than they are in keeping religion out. 

The final verdict o f what w ill control the minds of the 
children of Arkansas does not rest with judge Overton, 
nor with the Civil Liberti es Union, but will rest w ith the 
peop le o f Arkansas-and especially the parents of Ar
kansas child ren. If these parents will sufficiently teach 
their children outside the classroom the children will 
be able to handle what is taught them in the classroom. 

It is our understanding that the ethics of education 
demand that classroom teachers open the minds of stu
dents to any and all possibilities, and that they teach 
them to research information and to be ab le to act in
dependently and individually upon it. W e have no fear 
that if this process is followed, Arkansas children, weigh
ing the evidence for creation against the lack of evi
dence for evolutionary beginn ings of life from non-life 
w ill be sensible enough to arrive at the right conclusion. 
It is our pred iction that there w ill be believers in Ar
kansas when all the non-believers are gone. 

The people of Arkansas, and of Ameri ca, do not know 
the dangers of the religion of evolution being taught 
daily to every student, politically, educationall y, and 
religiously. It is the concept of secular humanism which 
" liberates" families, schools and churches, aborts ba
bies, threatens the dignity of the elderly, and causes 
human beings to live like animals. The court decision 
is just another signal as to the direction we are going. 
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Once upon a time a certain colony 
revolted against the mother country be
cause of a long list of abuses the mother 
country had perpetrated against the 
colony. The revolution was successful 
~ut when the colony got down to draw
mg up a new system of government for 
!he po~t-revolutionary period its leaders, 
m the1r new-found freedom institu-
tionalized a backlash. ' 

The colonial people hated tryranny 
so much that they constructed a loose 
weak confederation of states where th~ 
central government was alarmingly lim
ited. The union of the states was so weak 
that a Boy Scout troop could have con
quered the nation. The system obviously 
didn't work so the leaders had to meet 
again in a few years to devise a consti
tution that gave the central government 
more control over vital government 
functions. 

Anyone who knows his American his
tory wi!l recognize that I am describing 
the Umted States of America under the 
A~icles of Confederation (1781-1789). 
It IS true that our founding fathers in
stitutionalized a backlash in this first 
P.hase of our national history. They de
VIsed a system that institutionalized their 
fear of tyranny. Happily, they soon 
realized the folly of their ways and wrote 
our present Constitution. 

It is dangerous to institutionalize a 
backlash, to freeze a transient mood, to 
elevate a passing emotion to the level 
of a system. A backlash is an emotional 
reaction to something, a momentary fit 
of anger and passion, something that 
~ay pass as time goes along, may dis
Sipate as reason returns and the old 
wounds heal. 

People are foolish in such brief mo
ments of anger to make their anger into 
an institution. 

Churches can fall into this same error 
of institutionalizing a backlash. Since so 
many crucial Biblical doctrines are a 
matter of a via media between two ex
tremes it is very easy to embrace one 
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extreme while you are counteracting 
the other. 

The Holy Spirit 

Take, for example, the Holy Spirit. It 
seems to me that we in the Church of 
Christ have institutionalized a backlash 
on the Holy Spirit. We are so anxious to 
counter certain errors about the third 
member of the Godhead that we are al
ways telling people what he can not do. 
He doesn't come to you at the mourner's 
bench, he doesn't make you roll on the 
floor and speak in tongues, he won't 
send you any visions, he won't help you 
und~rstand the Scripture, he won't help 
you mterpret tongues, he won't help you 
heal anyone, and so on and on and on. 

After we've completed our list of what 
the Spirit can't do, he seems to have lost 
his function altogether. We might as well 
retire him somewhere because he's so 
useless. 

This is wrong. While we're telling peo
ple what the Spirit can't or won't do ~ve 
should balance the picture by telling 
them what he can and will do! 

Total Depravity 

Take another example-our fear of 
Calvinism, especially the doctrine of 
total depravity. We have been so zealous 
to prove this doctrine wrong that we al
most went to the other extreme and af
firmed innate goodness, which the 
Bible will not allow at all ("The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desper
ately corrupt; who can understand it?"
Jeremiah 17:9). 

A lot of brethren, without realizing it, 
have come dangerously close to Pela
gian Heresy. Pelagius (360-420 A.D.) 
emphasized free will so much that he 
denied the New Testament doctrine of 
grace. We, too, have denied so long and 
so hard that babies have any sin that we 
have almost ended up by denying that 
adults have any sin! 

Many groups oppose total depravity
humanists, secularists, hedonists, nihil-· 
ists. But these groups deny more than 

total depravity; they deny the Bible view 
of sin altogether. In fact, they deny sin 
altogether! We are much closer to the 
Calvinists than to such people. 

Impossibility of Apostasy 

Take another example-the Calvinist 
doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints,. the impossibility of apostacy. We 
sometimes oppose "once in grace al
~ays" so hard that we wind up affirming 
(It would appear) that Christians must 
keep a clean slate with sin every waking 
se.cond of the day. If you should die 
With one small sin unforgiven it would 
send you to hell. Surely the New Testa
ment doctrine of grace makes this notion 
untenable. To hold such a bizarre con
cept is to institutionalize a backlash. 

The Bible does definitely teach then a 
Christian can fall from grace (e.g. Heb. 
6:4f) but it also teaches a doctrine of 
grace which should cause a saved person 
to relax a bit and savor the security he 
has in Christ. For a Christian to be wor
ried sick all of the time about his sins
real or imagined-seems to militate 
against the doctrine of security we do 
have revealed in the Scripture. I some
times wonder if constantly affirming the 
possibility of apostacy doesn't convince 
the subconscious mind that the person 
really can't be saved. The inner man rea
sons, "Since I can surely possibly be lost, 
I probably can never really be saved!" 

Psychologists point out that fear can 
sometimes be productive, that is, you 
can subconsciously bring about the very 
thing you dread. As Job said, "The 
thing that I fear comes upon me, and 
what I dread befalls me." Could it be 
that fear of being lost, constantly rein
forced by asserting the possibility of 
apostacy, brings about its own dreaded 
end? What a pity if this should happen! 
It shows better than any example we 
could give the danger of institutionaliz
ing a backlash. 

Abilene Christian University 
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Jan. 1 ~ 1982-Anniversary of Unity (4) 

Barton Stone and Rac
coon John Smith ex
change the right hand 
of fe llowship at the cli
max of the un ity meet
ing in lexington. The 
scene is pictured here in 
one of the stained glass 
windows at the Cane 
Ridge shrine. Photo by 
Bill Humble . 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

Today, as we look back across 150 years to jan. 1, 1832, we 
realize that the brethren involved in the Lexington meeting 
were doing a noble work-bringing unity to the people of 
God-and we sense that we stand indebted to them. Had 
they not been ab le to give one another the right hand of fe l
lowship, would there ever have been a strong res toration 
plea heard across America? Where would churches of Christ 
be today? Weak and struggling? Perhaps non-existen t? God 
alone can answer those questions. 

The example of the past can give strength and encourage
ment to the chu rch today. But it can also pose sobering ques
tions, like th is one: if the atti tudes of our brotherhood today 
had prevai led in 1832, wou ld unity have been found? Would 
there have been a conti nuing restoration in America? 

l)nity Through Restoration 
The early restoration movement in Ameri ca had two goals. 

One was the unity of all believers. Thomas Campbell's Decla
ration and Address is strongly ecumenical in spirit. " Division 
among the Christians is a ho rrid evi l, fraught w ith many evi ls." 
The second goa l of the restorat ion was to retu rn to the Scrip
ture, accept the New Testament as God's pattern for the 
church, and restore the church as it was in apostolic times. 

To th e early restoration leaders, th ese two goals were com
pl imentary, they fitted together l ike hand and glove. The 
unity of God's people could only be achieved through a 
restoration of the New Testament way. 

What the breth ren did in 1832 was to actual ly put into 
practice the dream that Thomas Campbel l, and others, had 
envisoned, and in so doing, to demonstrate the practicali ty 
of fi nding uni ty th rough restoration. The two movements had 
begun independently, unaware of one another, and they had 
sprung from d ifferent roots. The Stone movement was rooted 
in the American frontier and sprang from the emotiona lism 
and "free grace for all" of the Cane Ridge reviva l. The Camp
bells and Walter Scott, cinthe other hand, were trained in Old 
World universities and had been influenced by the rationalism 
of John Locke and the Haldanes' independent chu rches. The 
roots were di fferent, but th e goal was the same: abandon 
creeds, return to Scriptu re, and restore the New Testament 
church. What happened at Lexington in 1832 was a demon-
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stration-in actual practice-that the restoration principle 
cou ld produce unity. 

Unfortunately this has not always been true. The quest for 
the New Testament pattern has often been plagued by con
troversy and alienation, as brethren have disagreed and spl it 
over music, communion cups, premillennialism, and a host 
of other questions. These spl its have been so frequent that 
scholars of the Disciples of Christ (the liberal wing of the 
Christian Church) have argued that the restoration plea is 
inherently divisive and wi ll always lead to spl i ts. Sadly, our' 
brotherhood history seems to lend some support to this 
charge. But when I hear that a commitment to restoration al
ways leads to division, I feel a new sense of gratitude for 
what Barton Stone, Raccoon John Smith, and others d id at 
Lexington. No, the restoration plea does not always lead to 
division. It brought un ity on jan. 1, 1832! 

Diversity in Opinion 

Looking back, it may seem strange that the breth ren at 
Lexington could un ite. There were important differences 
among them, and these were discussed openly in brotherhood 
papers. As Stone reacted against Calvin ism, he rejected the 
language of Calvinistic creeds on the doctrines of the Trinity 
and the atonement. As he tried to explain the relat ionship 
of Father, Son, and Spirit, he took positions that seemed 
"Arian" (denying the deity of Christ) to many. 

The Stone movement had begun in the Cane Ridge re
viva l and Stone always believed that the w ildly emotional 
"exercises" at Cane Ridge (or at least some of them) were 
works of the Holy Spirit. And whi le both movements im
mersed for the remission of sins, Stone was more tolerant of 
those who had not been immersed. He said that he could 
commune and "perform every act of divine worship" w ith 
the un immersed and w in them through love and forbearance. 
Campbell disagreed and would not admit the unimmersed 
in to the fe llowship of the church. 

How cou ld brethren unite in the face of such d ifferences? 
The answer seems to be that they accepted a much broader 
area of "opinion," where diversity and tolerance was pos
sible, than we do today. When Store and John T. johnson 
announced the union in the " Christian Messenger," they ac
knowledged that some were asking, " Is there no d ifference 
'of opinion among you?" And they answered, "We have never 
asked them what were thei r opinions, nor have they asked 
us. If they have opi.nions d ifferent from ours, they are wel
come to have them, provided they do not endeavor to impose 
them on us as articles of faith. They say the same of us." 

Simi larly, Raccoon John Smith insisted that diversity of 
opinion was possible among brethren. Smith was so criticized 
for his role in the Lexington meeting that he wrote an "Ad
dress" defending his actions. After deal ing wi th charges 
against the Christians, Sm ith said, "We shou ld always allow 
to others that which we claim for ourselves-the right of pri
vate judgment. If either Christians or Reformers have er
roneous opinions, they never can injure any person, provided 
we all have prudence enough to keep them to ourselves." 

Today, a different spirit seems to pervade our brotherhood. 
There seems to be so l i ttl e room for any diversi ty of opinion, 
so li tt le to lerance of di fferent views, so li ttle freedom even to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Things Which Make Us What We Are 
WM. KAY MOSER 

Jean Francois Millet (1814-1875) was a poor farm boy in 
France who saw pictures in the family Bible and was inspired 
by such to believe that he, too, could paint. He spent hours 
during the night, that he could have been sleeping, drawing. 
He drew things around him, apparently out of appreciation 
instead of protest. Various attempts at formal training seemed 
futile, both because he could not afford it, and that he in
sisted on doing his own thing his own way rather than be 
trained by the then-masters of the art. As it turned out he 
became more famous than most, if not any, of his teachers. 
He stuck to scenes of his childhood. 

Edwin Markham (1852-1940) lived in a different time in 
Oregon and California, and in those days protest was popular 
nearly anywhere and expected at other places. Millet's 1863 
painting of "Man With Hoe" became "The Man With The 
Hoe," the poem by Markham in 1899. Millet was the Norman 
Rockwell of his day, and Markham was Markham I suppose. 
Anyway, I have said all that to lead up to this: I want to give 
a different view of the painting "Man With Hoe" than that 
which the poet saw. 

jesus gave glory to the working man, and added any de
gree of dignity one might imagine to any craft similar to being 
a carpenter. Markham apparently saw the Negro slave in 
Millet's picture, and that may not have been the painter's 
intent at all. Some who leave the farm and go to town (in
tellectually) are not always the. better for it. I have personally 
done some writing in my last novel, "STRAWBERRY RIVER 
FARM" that I believe comparable to Millet, in fiction. It is a 
happy farmer I present, and I suspect it far more representa
tive of reality even of the early part of this century than the 
city boys who visited a farm and wrote protest stories, or 
painted caricatures. 

Dr. l. C. Sears, dean emeritus of Harding University, Searcy, 
Arkansas, in his autobiography says that Markham was a 
Christian, so we can reasonably believe that he wrote out of 
deep conviction. The poem, of course, stands or falls with 
every reader, but consider some other things about his words. 

Bowed by the weight of centuries, he leans 
Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground, 
The emptiness of ages in his face, 
And on his back the burden of the world. 
Who made him dead to rapture and despair; 
A thing that grives not and that never hopes, 
Stolid and stunned, a brother to the ox? 
Who loosened and let down this brutal jaw? 
Whose was the hand that slanted back this brow? 
Whose breath blew out the light within this brain? 
. . . What gulfs between him and the seraphim! 
Slave of the wheel of labour, what to him 

Are Plato and the swing of Pleiades? 
What the long reaches of the peaks of song, 
The thrift of dawn, the reddening of the rose? 
Through this dread shape the suffering ages look; 
Time's tragedy is in that aching stoop; 
Through this dread shape humanity betrayed, 
Plundered, profaned, and disinherited, 
Cries protest to the Judges of the World, 
A protest that is also a prophecy. 

I have seen many a farmer lean upon his hoe to rest. He 
looked at the ground in hope that the seed he had planted 
would grow up into something that would feed and clothe 
his family. Even if we view the man with the hoe as a Negro 
slave it is not inconsistent with the facts in the case that he 
could have carefully picked a red rose on the way in from the 
field to present either his master's wife or his own wife. Cer
tainly the farmers of our nation, both white and black, saw 
and appreciated the Pleiades, though they may not have 
viewed it with that name in mind. Whether or not Plato would 
contribute much to the health and happiness of a Christian 
working man is subject to question, to say the least. Many a 
farmer has been well acquainted with far greater writers than 
Plato. Paul, Peter, James, John and Moses, for example. 

My father, mother and sister and I have climbed into the 
wagon many a day and started to the house from our day with 
the hoe to view a sunset more colorful, and more a reason to 
believe in God, than any words any poet or writer ever pro
duced from college-cloistered air-conditioned rooms. The 
farmer can describe the dawn in as glowing a way as can his 
more educated counterpart. Whatever kind of music that 
could rightfully be called great has thrilled the minds of work
ing men as much as the literati. Does one have to know all the 
technical terms of musical composition to appreciate the 
greatest of musical masters? 

It would surprise the specialists of the self-styled theater's 
guild to have seen plays, replete with choruses, put on in 
one-roomed school houses by farmers and farmers' children! 
It would be awfully easy to underestimate the man with the 
hoe! 

We can't but help remember our Savior's appraisal of fish
ermen and farmers when he looked to Heaven and said, "I 
thank You, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 
hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed 
them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your 
sight." Luke 10:21. If anyone wants to study the context of 
this verse 1 believe they will find it in general harmony with 
the thesis of this essay . 

1026 West Williams, Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 
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~inisters, Servants, and Deacons 
DAN R . OW EN 

In the Greek New Testamen t there is a single word, 
diakonos, w hich translators have chosen to render sometimes 
as "minister," sometimes as "servant" and sometimes as 
"deacon." The inconsistency in translation, though perhaps 
justi fiable in some cases, has bred mass confusion in doctrine. 
This confusion, created w hen diakonos was transliterated as 
" deacon," is comparable to the confusion that was created 
when baptizo was transl iterated " baptize" rather than trans
lated " immerse." Words li ke " deacon" and " baptize" a rose 
as part of a religious vocabulary that belongs to the later 
development of Christian i ty. Because we seek to continue 
steadfastly in the apost les' doctrine, i t w i ll be th e purpose of 
this article to take anoth er look at the term rendered 
" deacon" in the New Testament in an effort to move closer 
to the real meaning of the word in the New Testament mi lieu. 

The noun diakonos occurs 29 t imes in the New Testament. 
Consider the word and its meaning in each of the passages 
where i t occurs. Remember that every time you see the word 
"min ister," "servant" o r "deacon" in these passages, the 
Greek noun is diakonos. 

Several times Jesus insists that the greatest person in the 
kingdom of heaven is the "servant" of all (Matt. 20:26, 23 :11 ; 
Mark 9:35, 10:43). In the parable of the wedding feast, the 
king's "servants" cast the inso lent man into outer darkness 
(Matt. 22 :13). A t the marriage in Cana the "servants" draw 
the water and bear the w ine to the chief butler Uohn 2:5, 9) . 
Those who fo ll ow Jesus are his " servants" (John 12:26). The 
governmenta l officia l is both a " minister" for good and a 
" min ister" of w rath depend ing on how w e act (Rom. 13:4). 
Christ was made a " minister" of the ci rcumcision (Rom. 
15:8). Phoebe is a "servant" o f the church in Cenchreae 
(Rom. 16:1 ). Paul and Apollos are " ministers" of a new cove
nant (2 Cor. 3:6) and " min isters" of God (2 Cor. 6:4). Paul is 
a "minister" of the gospel (Eph. 3:7; Col. 1 :23). He is a 
" minister" of the church (Col. 1 :25). Tychicus is a "faithful 
minister" in the Lo rd (Co l. 4:7; Eph. 6:21). Epaphras is a 
" minister of Christ" (Co l. 1 :7). Paul 's opponents claim to be 
" ministers'' o f Christ bu t in real ity they are " ministers" of 
Satan (2 Cor. 11 :15, 23). Paul asks the rhetorical question, " is 
Christ a mini ster of sin?" (Gal. 2:1 7). Timothy is a " minister" 
of God and a "good m inister" of Christ (1 Thess. 3:2; 1 Tim. 
4:6). Paul w ri tes to the Phi l ippian church wi th its " bishops and 
deacons," (Phi l. 1 :1 ). "Deacons" must fit a list of quali fi ca
tions. They must be " the husband of one wife" (I Tim. 3:8, 
12). 

We should immed iately be impressed w i th the w ide range 
of people to whom diakonos is applied. Diakonos describes 
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household servants, apostles, Christ, Phoebe, Timothy, Ty
chicus, Epaphras, false teachers, governmental officials, peo
ple w ho are great in the kingdom, and al l fo llowers of Christ. 
It is rendered " m inister" o r "servant" in every case except 
Phil ippians 1:1 and 1 Timothy 3:8-12. W hy must we create a 
word for those passages and fu rther cloud the issue? 

Certainly, the ministers o r servants talked about in Phi lip
pians 1:1 and 1 Timothy 3:8-1 2 were officers of the church in 
some sense. They were chosen according to qualifications set 
fo rth by the apostle Pau l. They were not, however, called by 
a di fferent name than were other Christian servants. 

We know very l ittle about w hat these special servants did. 
We do know n that they served in the church and gained fo r 
themselves good standing and great boldne~s in the fa ith 
(I Tim. 3:1 3). The word group itself tells us that a diakonos is 
one who has a diakonia, a task or ministry, to perform. It is 
not a t it le given sim ply for honor so that men can have thei r 
names on the bulletin. 

As the organ ization of the aposto l ic church was corrupted 
so that a single bishop pres ided in each church the duties 
of the " deacon" also evolved. In the apostolic fathers we 
find various writers referring to the bishop, the presbyters, 
and the deacons. It appears that by this time diakonos was 
being appl ied more narrowly and exclusively to this special 
group of servants appointed by the church. In time, the duties 
of " deacons" were defined more closely. The Constitutions 
of the Holy Apostles describes deacon s as helpers to the 
bishop, men to be obeyed, the eyes, ears, and mouth of the 
bishop, vis itors of the people, and servers of the Eucharist or 
Lord's Supper. Do any of these notions sound fam iliar? The 
Constitutions is a work compiled from the late th ird to the 
fi fth centuries. These· notions do not come f rom the New 
Testament o r from the apostles. 

We should all be servants or ministers of Christ. We are 
diakonoi any time we perform a given task o r ful fil l a given 
min istry in the church. There are special min isters or servants 
appointed by the church accord ing to the qual ifi cations set 
forth by Paul. Let these take care that they accept a task or 
ministry to perform and not simply an "office" or position to 
fil l. Just because we cal l a man a " deacon" does not make i t 
true. He is a deacon who serves and fu l fi lls a m in istry. Beyond 
this, the New Testament is not specific as to the duties of 
these special ministers. W hatever duties they accept, let them 
serve w i th their m ight and It them serve to aid in the carry ing 
out of the mission of Christ. 

P.O. Box 1333, Vernon, TX 76384 
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Realizing Justice in Restoration (1) 
LARRY JAMES 

As the "mind-shapers" of a new gen
eration, church leaders become essential 
communicators of God's dream for his 
people in a world of complexity, which 
mixes promise and hopelessness, afflu
ence and poverty, idealism/optimism 
with. reality/despair. Today as a people 
we fmd ourselves confronting very dif
ficult questions and issues. In some in
stances we must admit we are unpre
pared for and/ or unaware of the 
reality which awaits us as citizens of the 
world who have been called to become 
citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20). Taken 
together, the nature of Yahweh, our God, 
the world as it really is, and the prin
ciples of restoration force me into a 
process of reevaluating the system of 
priorities under which I have operated 
for so long. A by product of this evalua
tive process is a radical ethic committed 
to the realization of social justice in the 
world which comes to life as a natural 
consequence and outgrowth of restora
tion theology. 
~mong the practical implications 

wh1ch may be drawn from the righteous 
loving, holy nature of God, few find a~ 
powerful and consistent expression as 
does his concern for justice among his 
people. In every biblical epoch Yahweh 
is revealed to be a deity who is com
mitted to the establishment of justice 
in the world. It is because God stands 
opposite oppression that he liberated his 
people from slavery in Egypt (Gen. 
15:12-14; Ex. 3:7-10; 6:2-9; Deut. 26:1-
11 et al.) In the words of the Psalmist, 
''The Lord works vindication and justice 
for all who are oppressed. ·He made 
known his ways to Moses, his acts to the 
people of Israel" (Ps. 103:6-7). The law 
mediated to the new nation made just 
relationships and opportunities norma
tive for Israelite society. 

Yahweh communicates his passion for 
justice by identifying with and cham
pioning the cause of the poor and the 
oppressed in Israel. The law of Moses 
made special provisions for foreigners, 
widows, orphans and the poor which 
touched every aspect of life. Whether 
we consider lending money, harvesting 
grain, weighing and marketing goods, 
rendering legal decisions, offering sacri
fices in cultic settings, or countless other 
everyday occurrences, God's extraordi
nary concern for those in need becomes 
evident (Ex. 22:21-17; 23:9, 12; Lev. 
5:7-11; 12:6-8; 14:1-22; 19:9, 10, 33-36; 
23:22; 25:35-55; Deut. 1 :16-17; 10:17-
19; 16:18-20; 23:19-20; 24:10-15; 19:22; 
25:13-16; 27:19; Ruth 2:1-9; et al.). Be
yond the regular legal protection af
forded the poor, special laws went even 

further in insuring the realization of 
equity. The law of the jubilee provided 
that in every fiftieth year all property 
would be returned to the original owner 
evidently in accord with the original 
Mosaic distribution of land (lev. 
25:13ff). In addition every seven years 
all slaves were to be released, all debts 
cancelled, the land allowed to lie fallow, 
and the law was to be read in the hearing 
of the people (Ex. 21:2-6; 23:10-11; Dt. 
15:1-18; 31). The theological underpin
ning of these special celebrations had 
to do with Yahweh's sovereign owner
ship of all property, his unique related
ness to his people by means of their 
covenant, and his continuing commit
ment to those who were for whatever 
reason less fortunate in Israel. The inten
tion of Yahweh regarding the poor is 
beyond a doubt: 

"But there will be no poor among 
you (for the Lord will bless you in 
the land which the Lord God gives you 
for an inheritance to possess), if only 
you will obey the voice of the Lord 
your God, being careful to do all this 
commandment which I command you 
this day" (Deut. 15:4-5). 

Whether or not the provisions of the 
Sabbatical and jubilee years were ever 
really observed in Israel is a matter of 
some debate. However, it is clear that 
the nation was expected to abide by 
these instructions as is indicated in the 
reign of Zedekiah, King of Judah (Jere. 
34:8~17). Because the people did not 
follow through with their intention of 
releasing their slaves in accord with the 
observance of the Sabbatical year. Jere
miah propheCies destruction for Judah. 
II Chron. 36:17 ff records the invasion 
of the Babylonians. judgment occurred 
"to fulfill the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah until the land had 
enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days that 
it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill 
seventy years" (II Chron. 36:21 b, see 
also Neh. 1 0:28-31). 

God's identification with the poor and 
under privileged in Israelite society is 
evident from a reading of the books of 
Psalms and Proverbs. Investigation of 
the various passages provides provaca
tive insights (Psalm 9:9; 12:5; 113:7-8; 
140:12; 146:5-9; Proverbs 14:31; 17:5; 
19:17; 22:22-23). Of particular interest 
is Psalm 82. The psalm pictures Yahweh 
as presiding over a divine council. He 
exercises judgment against some council 
members for judging unjustly and for 
showing partiality to the wicked. His 
proclamation leaves no doubt as to his 
will: 

Give justice to the weak and the fa
therless; maintain the right of the 
afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the 
weak and the needy; deliver them 
from the hand of the wicked (82:3-4). 

As an institution in Israel, the mon-
archy was to serve the cause of Yah
weh and the needs of his people (d. 
Deut. 17:14ff). Psalm 72 presents a 
prayer for the King in Israel. One of the 
essential qualities necessary for an ef
fective reign was compassion for the 
needy and the administration of social 
justice. The King who executes justice 
by delivering the poor from oppression 
and exploitation will be granted success 
in his Kingdom (see especially verses 
1-2, 4, 12-14). 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial, Hosea, Amos, 
Micah, and other of the latter prophets 
speak the word of God clearly to a peo
ple who have departed drastically from 
God's intention for society. The 
prophets attempted in vain for the most 
part to call lsrael/Judah back to a 
holistic understanding of a relationship 
with God. These bold spokesmen took 
aim at the conception of religion which 
separated cultic experiences from the 
everyday aspects of social reality. The 
intention of the Law of Moses in estab
lishing a schedule of festivals, sacrifices 
and offerings was to link cultic life with 
social and ethical responsibilities. God 
was encountered in concrete action to
ward others, especially the poor. Based 
on this understanding the prophets de
liver valid criticism against all purely 
external worship. Only with this inte
grated conception of Israelite faith can 
we understand the message of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Micah, and Amos (see lsa. 
1 :10-17; 3:1, 13-25; 10:1-4; 26:5-6; 
32:6-8; 58:1-10; Jer. 5:26-29; 7:1-15; 
21:11-12; 22:1-5; 13-19; Micah 2:1-10; 
3:1-12; 6:6-8). 

A.mong the prophets possibly Amos' 
message is most graphic in its denuncia
tion of injustice. According to Amos, 
Israel is on the brink of disaster despite 
a booming economy, strong defense 
capability, secure alliances and an active 
religious populace. Amos demonstrates 
the essential connection between faith/ 
covenant-relatedness to Yahweh and 
dedication to the realization of justice in 
the land. Israel will be destroyed for 
ignoring the ugly realities of poverty, 
hunger, exploitation, and injustice (Amos 
2:6-7; 5:11-12). Because many in Israel 
took advantage of the national pros
perity by living lives of luxury and 
excess while ignoring the "ruin of 
Joseph," exile lurked just over the his
torical horizon (Amos 6:4-7). Merchants 
who literally trampled on the poor, 
waiting with baited breath until religious 
observances could be ended so cheat
ing and exploitation of the poor could 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Spirit of Division 
It had been one of those nights that 

drive me to distraction. I knew I had to 
be up early the next morning so I lay 
in bed anxious for sleep to come upon 
me-and it eluded me until the wee 
hours. 

Sleep finally fell uncomfortably upon 
me. 

But then it was rudely interrupted with 
a phone call. A strange voice spoke to 
me in the darkness. 

11 Hello. I am the Spirit of Divisions 
Past. I worked successfully in the Res
toration movement to cause division in 
the last century and early part of this 
century. I enjoyed one grand victory, a 
few minor accomplishments, and a few 
duds." Then the spirit gave a brief 
organ recital of 11 How Firm A Foun
dation." 

The voice returned to the conversation 
to say he had achieved only half
victories with children and television. 
111 got some of you people to exclude 
others. But most of the excluded just 
went right on including those who re
jected them. Don't you understand it 
can't be both ways. Fight back. Exclude 

NEIL MASSIE 

them." To drive his point home Old Past 
played an excerpt from a gospel radio 
program featuring a male chorus of 
sad, dour voices singing "Jesus loves 
The little Children" (with organ accom
paniment). 

The voice returned. "I was sure I could 
work wonders with Christian Colleges, 
but all in all my devisive efforts have 
been rather disappointing and hardly 
worth the effort." Then he offered me a 
ticket to Disney Word in Sunny Florida 
and abruptly he hung up. 

A little weird, but I've had stranger 
calls, so I fell quickly to sleep. 

After what seemed like only moments 
the phone. rang again. "Hello," the 
gratingly nasal voice declared, "This is 
the Spirit of Divisions Present. I am not 
near as successful as my friend, Divisions 
Past. But I try harder." We were inter
rupted by an Avis commercial. 

The voice returned to remind me of 
various warnings I had received from 
preachers over the years. "Brother Neil, 
the next split in the Church will be over 
charismatic gifts." It seems Mr. Present 

(Continued on page 12) 

Re-thinking the Evangelism of Non-Christian Nations 
ALEX McMILLAN 

When is a closed door not a closed 
door? When God decides he wants it 
open, for he is in control, regardless of 
the attitude of the government. So we 
know that simply because a nation does 
not welcome missionaries across its 
borders does not mean that God does 
not want that nation evangelized, nor 
does it mean that it is impossible to win 
that nation for Christ. 

If I applied for a visa tomorrow to 
enter one of these countries as a mis
sionary, it would be summarily denied. 
Our brethren, recognizing this fact, are 
reaching out to these nations in several 
ways. Some have begun to cross the bor
ders illegally, making brief visits and 
smuggling Bibles with them. Others are 
deeply involved in efforts to establish 
and build a powerful shortwave radio 
station to beam gospel messages deep 
into the heart of these nations. 

Brethren, we must do more. I ap
plaud and enccurage the work on the 
radio station, and I believe it can be a 
great sower of seed as the World Bible 
School has been in other parts of the 
world. Yet we all know that the gospel is 
a personal message and requires per
sonal contact. At the same time, I have 
deep reservations as to the propriety and 
effectiveness of the smuggling practice. 

There is another alternative that we 
have not yet considered, and I am per-
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suaded that it is both viable and prac
tical, as well as legal. 

Communist nations aren't interested 
in· our God, but are keenly interested in 
our goods. let's establish a business and 
begin to trade with them. This must be a 
well-run, profitable venture and not just 
a "false front," but it must also be a 
totally Christian establishment. We must 
remember that our ultimate objective is 
to win souls. If we do well and ask God 
to bless the undertaking, I am confident 
that he will do so. Then the day will 
come when it is reasonable . for us to 
establish an office inside the nation. 
There is our open door! We will be 
"tent-making" missionaries. If we staff 
our foreign office as heavily as eco
nomics will permit, I believe God will 
keep us all busy sharing the gospel with 
souls. 

We need a variety of brethren to get 
involved in such a plan. I have worked 
with importing and exporting before, 
and have a rudimentary knowledge of 
language. But we need others who know 
finances, marketing, business and other 
aspects of international trade. Brethren, 
is God ready to open the door? 

If you are interested in exploring the 
possibilities for such a venture, please 
write me. 

136 Fenton, Molalla, Ore. 97020 

Was It a Miracle? 
RUBEL SHELLY 

All faith healers have occasional 
cases of success with people coming to 
them. For example, waves of excitement 
sweep over an audience as someone 
throws away crutches or rises from a 
wheelchair to walk 20 feet on a stage. 

I am not inclined to dismiss these as 
fake cures or to suggest that some 
healthy person was planted in the audi
ence to play a cruel hoax on desperate 
peopie-though this sort of thing may 
be done sometimes. 

Some diseases and/or symptoms of 
disease are known to be of a psychoso
matic nature. Psychosomatic is a big 
word used to describe certain mind-body 
interactions which occur in people; it 
is from two Greek words which mean 
"spirit" (phyche) and "body" (soma). A 
very simple illustration of a psychoso
matic phenomenon is blushing. Some
thing heard or seen causes a mental 
response (i.e., embarrassment); this, in 
turn, results in certain physical events 
(i.e., rapid pulse, dilation of blood ves
sels, red face). 

Physicians use the term "conversion 
hysteria" to describe the redirection of 
emotional problems in their patients 
into physical problems. Front-line sol
diers have gone blind without having 
suffered any organic damage; hysteria 
rather than nerve disorder was the 
culprit. A woman whose daughter is 
arrested for shoplifting may lose the use 
of her arm; emotional trauma has mani
fested itself in a physical debilitation. 

Of course, the same phenomenon 
can work to a patient's benefit as well 
as his detriment. A man recovering very 
slowly from an appendectomy may feel 
much better, eat more than he has in 
days, and find strength to stay up for 
hours if his son comes home for a visit 
from Alaska. 

People whose diseases or symptoms 
are psychosomatic in nature can be 
helped by psychiatrists, close friends, 
hypnotists, or any number of other per
sons to whom the patient has a certain 
susceptibility of suggestive power-even 
a faith healer such as Oral Roberts, Ern
est Angley, or "Reverend Ike." 

Gus Edwards broke his neck in an 
accident back in June. The spinal cord 
was damaged, and he has been under
going rehabilitative therapy at St. Eliza
beth Hospital in Dayton, Ohio. His 
progress had been rather routine until 
around the first of November. 

Mr. Edwards went to a Kenny Rogers 
concert at Dayton in his wheelchair. He 
got so caught up in the excitement of 
his favorite performer's show that he got 
up from the chair and took his first 
steps since the accident in june! 

(Continued on page 14) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 26, 1987. 



..M.ission Involvement: How Long? 
RICHARD E. WOLFE 

The young missionary and his bride boarded the plane with 
the firm intention to spend the rest of their lives in the chosen 
field of work. About eighteen months later they were back 
home disillusioned, discouraged, and confused. Another mis
sionary couple planned to follow the example of Paul and 
spend 2 or 3 years in a city before moving on to another fruit
ful location. Fifteen years later they were still laboring dili
gently in the initial work. The supporting congregation(s) of 
the former case was disappointed in the outcome of their 
mission venture, and were for many years hesitant to try 
again. The sponsors of the latter family felt somewhat trapped. 
They were in a sort of a spiritual Viet Nam where what was 
intended to be a glorious mission thrust was dragging on 
with no end in sight. 

These two ficticious cases point out two possible extremes 
in mission work, but both include details that have been 
reality for too many people. They also underscore the im
portance of the question that many a missionary and sponsor
ing congregation ask: "How long?" The question of how long 
involvement in a particular mission point should be is a 
serious one. It is also important that the question be posed 
at the right moment, and that the answer be a good one. This 
question will determine where mission work will be done, and 
how it will be done. If the question is asked too late, and the 
answers given by sponsor and missionary are conflicting 
ones, there will be problems. The missionary may say, "Let's 
go on," while the sponsor says, "That's enough." This is 
probably the greatest single cause of discontinued support 
and missionary "Dear John" letters. 

If the wrong answer is given to the question "How long?" 
we might stay longer than needed in a given place, but this 
is not often the case. It is more likely that missionaries will 
leave while they are still needed, and the needs of precious 
souls will be neglected. 

There is a great danger in trying to maasure and predict 
the length of a mission effort in years. Most situations call for 
flexibility and an open ended commitment. We can note that 
Paul at times told how long he had worked in a town, but he 
was much more cautious when indicating how long he was 
going to work in a town. 

The starting point of mission work is found in verses like 
Matt. 28.19-20, where we see the command of the Lord to 
evangelize. But this passage also gives an indication as to the 
duration of a mission effort. We are to continue long enough 
to: Teach (evangelize), Baptize, and Teach to observe (con
gregational development). Anything less is not long enough. 
If Mark 16.16 gives us the goal of evangelism, i.e., that souls 
"be saved," then Matt. 28 outlines the means of accomplish
ing that goal. We are to preach the Gospel and build up 
congregations that can meet the demands of its members. The 
goal and the means should not be confused, but they both 
point out what we as Christians are to be doing. We are to 
be preaching and not setting deadlines. 

It just may be that the proper question is not "How long?", 

but "How can we do the job right?"; The traditional method 
of recent decades has been the "Insufficient, but Better Than 
Nothing'' method. In this system the missionary is the initi
ator. After choosing his field he finds subsistence wages and 
maybe a good working fund. This depends largely on his 
salesmanship talents. He then works X number of years in 
the chosen field, convertes a few, and the Church remains 
generally unknown in the area (often a large urban center). 
His efforts are smothered in a society of established religions 
and high budget secular media. There is very little to show 
for 10, 15 or 20 years of hard work. But with all of its inade
quacies, most of the Christians and congregations in "mission 
points" are the fruits of this system. 

Even so, no one would deny that this traditional method 
has serious drawbacks. Few souls (but more than none) are 
saved, and everyone, missionary, sponsor and mission con
gregation, is discouraged. 

I would offer three suggestions that might help us to do a 
better job. They deal primarily with our attitude towards 
missions. 

We must be committed to the souls involved. In theory, 
we are concerned with the salvation of every soul on earth. 
In practice, and due to natural limitations, a congregation 
usually must choose an area and concentrate their efforts to
wards the souls of that area. They must be committed to that 
field, and not just to their man. Commitment to the man will 
keep him alive, but not necessarily the work. We have first 
of all a responsibility to God to do the best job possible. We 
then have a responsibility to the converts to help them to 
grow and remai.n faithful. This commitment will often outlast 
the presence of one man on the field. 

We should adopt a "will do" approach. The missionary 
must have sufficient support to live and do the job. Instead of 
basing the amount of support on how much it will take for a 
family to get by, we should consider how much it will take 
to do the job. The man needs a living wage, and a functional 
working fund that covers more than his gasoline. The lack of 
this "will do" approach is not always the fault of the sponsor
ing congregation. Many congregations are doing all they can, 
and cannot provide the necessary funds. May God bless them, 
because without them, 99% of our mission force ~ould be 
home tomorrow. The fact remains that just getting 'by will 
produce meager results. 

We need to abandon timidity in our approach to missions. 
Too often, and for too long we've been using a water pistol in 
a towering inferno. We should not be surprised if a lone 
missionary family working in a city for 20 years has not made 
a very large dent. This water pistol attitude explains many of 
the "hard field" complexes. Any field will be hard if you don't 
put enough water on it. Team efforts should be employed. 
These teams should be well trained and well financed. Only 
then will "all the residents of Asia (or Europe or Africa) hear 
the word of God." 

63, Rue des Nations-Unies 4430, ALLEUR (Belgique) Belgium 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church grow, too! 

~Z0/o to ~5°/o 
Con~pouadlnl Beats laftatloal 

See Bow Your Moaey Grows Ia A Tax-Sheltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT B.R. •• (Keoib) 
sa,ooo lavested Per Year* s•s,ooo Javated Per Yeaao• 

Alter lavestllleat @U~ @•SC~t Alter Javablleat @·2~ @•s~ 

Syean s•o,ooo ·~7&59 S•S,7S7·7S Syean S7s,ooo ••07,&M.36 .... , ...• 
•oyean u,ooo 40,.28.46 48,84.88 •oyean •so,ooo 300,96:1.26 :16•,76:1.54 
Uyean 40,000 •68,b5.77 2§:1,09-42 Uyean 300,000 •t266,•U·:I8 •,898t48•·•s 
30yean 60,000 sa•,s7S.:t7 •,•Ut49•-42 :IOyean 450,000 4,:16•,&•7·:1:1 8,4Zit,a&-4S 

Tbe proleodoaa aaed ID the tabla above are baed OD C1ll'l"ellt rates aad are •bleat to cbaale. 

*EIIectlve January s, S98Z: Ally wa1e earner may lavest up to SZ,OOO per year ••• TAX• 
SHELTERED ••• Ia an IDdlvldaal Retirement Account (IRA), re~Udless ol edstlal plans. Also, 
lavestments to Keo1h (B.R. SO) Plans may be Increased to sss,ooo per year. 

TAX•SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS lavested Ia 
mortsase oburob boads are oarreatly earalq 
laterest at •a'- to •s'-· 
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e No COO!!!mi•8IOD obaqea 
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cbarob poowtb, too 
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Trut ~Y ol America 
5408 Bell • Boll ••• 
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(806) :158-249• 
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0 Keolh Plaa (SeU-employed Redrelaeat Plaa) 
o LR.A. (Baaployed penou Retlrelaeat Plaa) 

Name---------------------------------
~-------------------------------
City __________ stat ..... e~-----ZIP----

PboaeNo·-----------------------------
(DaJ') Oftlbt) 

Trust Compaay of America, P.o. Boll ••ta, AmariUo, 
Temu 79•09-•oos, (806) SSS·249• 1 

Tbla 8111101111C01DeDt laaot aa oHer to ..U aor a aollcltadOD olaa 
oHer to ba¥ tlleH ucarltlea. Tbe ollerlq Ia made b¥ tbe 
Proapcctaa. 
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JAN. 1, 1982-ANNIVERSARY 
OF UNITY (4) 

(Continued from page 4) 
go "back to the Bible" to reexamine its 
teaching. Instead of an open book, we 
seem to have closed minds to any opin
ions other than our own. 

If today's brotherhood had been 
present at lexington in 1832, would 
unity have been possible? Would we 
have given Stone the right hand of fel
lowship? When he believed that the 
strange "exercises" at Cane Ridge were 
truly works of the Holy Spirit? And 
when he would accept unimmersed 
into the fellowship of the church? 
Would we have extended fellowship to 
Raccoon John Smith and John T. John
son of the Campbell movement? Only 
recently separated from the Baptists, 
these men accepted Baptists as "breth
ren" and members of the one true 
church. 

Perhaps it is unfair to raise these ques
tions. Perhaps it is unfair to judge our 
brotherhood today by the attitudes of 
the 1830's, or to measure brethren from 
the 1830's by what we have come to 
believe. 

But it may be a sobering thought, on 
the other hand, to realize that we have 
lost that openness to diversity of opin
ion that earlier brethren cherished, and 
that if we had been there in 1832 we 
might have withheld the right hand of 
fellowship from everyone there. And it 
is sobering to realize that if that had 
happened, the restoration plea might 
not be heard in our land today. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in tbe Finn Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies not accepted. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDEll WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR Of SACRED LITERMURE DEGREE 

Tuition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
spedftc areas of instruction. 

~ Next enrollment-Augusl16, 1982 

~ ~outbtasttrn Jjiblical .Jnstitutt 
:5545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (AUanta) Oeorgla :50:540/404-458-76:51/E. Dale McDimlel. Director 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1975 and 1979 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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REAliZING JUSTICE IN 
RESTORATION: (1-) 

(Continued from page 7) 

would not be overl ooked by the Lord 
when he arrived in judgment (Amos 
8:4ff). 

In abandoning a pursuit o f justice in 
social relationships, Israe l had in fact 
abandoned God and his d ream for h is 
people. The dream included an uncon
ditional solidarity of all members of the 
nat ion w hich would guarantee each in
dividual 's right to divine blessing. Any 
attempt today to recapture the spirit and 
tru th of God's concern fo r his world 
must take into account the Old Testa
ment's certain, clear revelation of 
Yahweh's identificat ion w ith the poor, 
underprivileged and oppressed. (To be 
continued) 

330 S. Plano Rd., Richardson, TX 75081 
---0'- - -

THE SPIRIT OF DIVISION 

(Continued f rom page 8 ) 

was very dissatisfied w ith his work con
cerning the indwelling versus th e word. 
He had tried aga in . But the nasal voice 
lamented, " Afte r a promising start and 
much concern the plan fizzl ed out as a 
divisive tool. But I'm very single-mind
ed" sa id the Spiri t o f Divisions Present. 
" I tried again w ith colleges by intro
ducing Preacher's Schoo ls. Surely no 
fellowship would endure. But alas v ic
tory has eluded me again," the voice 
sniffled in obvious disappointment. 

"But I thought I had a dandy in di
vorce ! That's a lot more emotional than 
music. I could sure ly light a fire." Then 
the voice broke in sad defeat. " I forgot 
that even an emotional subject li ke 
paci fi sm had already fa iled." But Present 
took heart in that at least he had di
vided families if not the entire fellow
ship of believers. Th en hope rang cl ear 
in his voice. "Maybe I can succeed with 
Singles Programs!" And fo llowing in that 
elated nasal voi ce ca me this prognosis, 
" I am rea lly excited about a present 
project involving soul talks," and as he 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complet e: Sound, 

Carpet , Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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I NCL UD E YOU R ZIP CODE snickered evilly, "And to tal commitment 
I've got some real help on th is one," 
he declared. 

Then he offered me a ticket to Disney 
World in sunny Florida and abruptly 
hung up. 

Whe n you send In a list o r new s ubscrl p · 
l ion s to t he Firm Fou ndation, please bo 
• u re each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and s tate . 

I ro lled over and thought, "No. 
We've overcome other things. Th is won't 
even make it to the half-victo ries of 
which Division Past had spoken." And I 
fe ll back into slumberland. 

The phone rang again. I groggily 
picked it up. " Hello, This is th e voice 
of Division Future . .. " 

I interrupted, " I gave at the office." 
And I hung up. 

6610 N.W. 10th, Oklahoma Ci ty, Okla
homa 73127 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send fo r Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered t ype. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 817-645-9203 

! 
! 
I 
i 
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NEED TO BUILD TO GROW? 
If predictions are true .. the first 6 months of 1982 
may be the most crucial time you face in your 
building planning! 

ACTION NOW MAY MEAN THE BEST INTEREST RATES OF 
RECENT MONTHS OR DURING 1982! 

"Church financing . .. 
. .. is our business!" 

''The Cornerstone 
to Church Financing" 

WE PLAN TO BUILD! Without obligation, 
Please send Information on church financing In 
1982. 

Nome 

Addreu 

City 

(AC) 

Telephone 

Stole 

(BUS.) 

Zip 

(RES.) 

"The Affiliated Plan" 

l AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
1 5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
1 Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 l (806) 352-5603 

'---------------------------------
(Clip and mall - U.S.A. only) 
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SERMONS for TODAY 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
1334 RUSWOOD 

ABILENE, TEXAS 79601 
"Prestige Publishers" 

Volume 3 , by 

GARY R. BEAUCHAMP 
Minister for the GARLAND ROAD CHURCH 

in DALLAS. 

Beauchamp has had phenomenal success as 
a pulpit minister and a church builder. The 
Garland Road congregation has had great 
growth during his tenure, and is a forward
looking church. 

These sermons reflect the spirit and outlook 
of this outstanding young minister. 

One of his specialties, treated in the book is 
working with singles, a growing responsi
bility in the present age. 

$11.95 plus tax 

Vol. I by Rex Kyker 

Vol. II by Prentice A. Meador, Jr. 

O rder from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
OR 

Box 6 10, Austin, Tex. 78767 
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ENGliSH LANGUAGE TRACTS 
NEEDED IN THE PHiliPPINES 

uted throughout the Cagayan Vall ey 
where some of our most fruitful efforts 
have taken place. Douglas LeCroy A number of requests have been re

ceived fro m members of the church in 
the Phi lippines fo r good quality English 
tracts. While some have been sent, 
thousands of o thers could be pu t to 
good use in campaigns aro und that is
land nation. 

WAS IT A MIRACLE? 
(Continued from page 8) 

Organ ic disease cannot be cured by 
faith healers, but certain psychosomatic 
ones may be. The cures are real. They 
are certa inly not miraculous, however. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashvi l le, TN 
37212 

Send them to Emilio Panday, Church 
of Christ, Ramon, lsabele 1326, PHILI P
PI NES. From there th ey can be distrib-

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 

G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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NOW READY! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregatio ns in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far th e most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countri es, especially in cen
ters where Americans m ight travel, are listed using all 
ava ilabl e info rmation. 

Convenient fo r Christians w ho travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses w ith z ip 
codes o f all churches. 

Revised and updated w ith each reprinting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafe rs in the 
sma ll carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-oil care fully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
t ion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all t imes. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and ha ndling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ern~ees 

cbcu.lcbes OJ= CbRfst: 
rosoRance gR.CXJp 

I~C • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ... ....... .. .. ... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual . ... .... ...... $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses a~e reduced by the bene
fi ts paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE A ND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRIT ING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be fo und in the g roup book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"Serving the Need of Our Brelhrm 

Si11ce 1975" 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Desianed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meetln~ places, preachers seekin~ work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 11>05 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., ZO N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6 :00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0635. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHAltl. N. J,. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY A.REA. 201·63S.6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
A.LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

DA. Y AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubliD Road 

Pleasanton, Cnllfornln 94G86 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

W~H=E=N.,....,Y"""o"""u.,.-::"!V"'"Is==I=T,..,T~H=E,....,8""2,....,W=o:-::R:-::L:-::D"""S=-=F:-:-::AIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 616-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 

37922. --::-.,..,.-:-:===""=---=-=-=-===-=----
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 114-622-2586: 
____ __,,.:P:::a=:o=:l,..,:H~arper, 473-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 E. Morgnu Ave" 
U.S. 460 Enst Opposite J(-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1-
152'11. Dobb7 Wnde. Mlu. 4'70-4056. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
·sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, rontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dirertor, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3567." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
Also wantefl McClintock & Strong Encyclopedia. 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
LET US SHARE WITH YOU Sermons, Lectures, 
and Workshop lessons on rassettes from our National 
Tape LendlnJr Library.· Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
617 Bacon. Abilene, Texas 79601. Write for details. 
AUDIO VISUAL supplies and equipment. Write for 
freP. cataloR or contact Hemp W. Hall 214-832-4476 
Hall Publishing House #16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 
7S501. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Wanted: full time local preacher for small conRrega
tion located In Central Texas. Excellent church build· 
ing and preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week In December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud, Texas 76S70, Box S44. 

VU!\IA, ARIZ,, 051 W. 28th St. Sunda.y--
1 0, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

PR~ACHER WANTED-US Military congregation in 
Ka1serslautern, Germany seeking minister for full time 
evang~listic work ~eginning Summe~ of 1982. Four year 
comm1tmen~ requ1red. \Yell established congregation, 
s~lf-supportmg, loc~ted '" largest US community out
Side USA. For deta1ls contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC S12 489-
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
MINISTER WANTED. Small congregation. Three bed
roo!" mobile home .furnished. Salary open. Write 
if~~~~er Church of Chnst, Box 354, Springer, Oklahoma 

Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary 'and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If Interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 6.01-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Ne11l, 108 Sealcrest Dr .• Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CHILD CARE STAFF/HOUSEPARENTS 
Christian couples needed for campus program with 
three cottages, maximum seven children per cottage. 
Ag.e range usually S to 18. Housing, utilities, plus 
ch1ld care allowance per child furnished Assistance 
given in securing employment for man. ·Professional 
~onsultation and in·service training available. Join us 
m a beautiful rural setting 35 miles west of Washing
ton, D.C. Contact Phil Higgins, Director, Church of 
Christ Children's Home, Box 9, Gainesville, VA 22065 
or call collect 703·7S4-8S16. 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
says move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in B'ble. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon Mi. 
Call 616·773·6395. ' 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78366. 
Phone: 612/348-3005. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
The Church at Canyon Lake, Texas needs a minister 
by Feb. 1S, 1982. Inquiries should be addressed to 
Canyon Lake Church Of Christ, Rte. 7, Box 171 E 
Canyon Lake, Texas 78130. Or an interested Ministe~ 
could call the following men. 
AI Frakes, Sr., 899-2093 (512); Joe Elrod, 899-2308; 
C. E. Hyatt, 899-2214. 
"Do you want a challenge in the beautiful 50th state? 
Ass~ci.ate JT?inister wanted for congregation of 15 
Chnst1a"!s With ~o elders. Needs to be self-motivating, 
mature '" the fa1th, and very evangelistic. Housing and 
util~h;s provide~, but must .obtlan own support. Good 
pos1t1on for ret1red or sem1-retired person. If interest
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Street, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (808) 935-6917." 

PREACHER NEEDED: 
. A S!flall rural congregation of about twenty members, 

s1x m•les S.E. of Eastland, Texas is in need of a preach
er with most of his support to move into our commu
nity and work with us. We have a new three bedroom 
brick home and a nice, adequate meeting house. 

Those interested contact the elders: H. C. Jordan, 
Rt. 1, Eastland, Texas 76448; Phone: 817-629-8137 or 
W. E. Reynolds, Rt. 1, Carbon, Tx. 76435; Phone: 
817 -639·2581. 
~~~?~J56~uses and vans for sale: Ft. Worth, 1-817-

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medina, TX 78005. 
Used Book List. Free. Varner's Bookstore, 102 Laramie 
St., Marietta, OH 4S7SO. 

Preacher Available 
Desire work with congregation seeking steady long
range growth. Experienced in preaching, educational 
ministry, and counseling and possessing strong per
sonal work and leadership capabilities. Call Will 
Moyers at 1-817-927-7416. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

20th Year Homecoming; Richards Street Church of 
Christ; Sunday, February 7, 2-4. Hot Springs, AK 
71913, Call: 1-S01-624-4132. 
WANTED: CAMPUS MINISTER TO WORK WITH ES
TABLISHED MINISTRY AT NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNI
VERSITY. SEND RESUME TO CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
P.O. BOX 334, DE KALB, ILL. 60115. 
Minister available, 1973 graduate Sunset School of 
Preaching. Has large family. Call 1-218-732-5105 or 
~~~~e;;t~r~~4?~. Christ, 503 N. Main St., Park Rapids, 

Mission area Congregation in need of minister. Church 
in college town in beautiful Black Hills. Would like 
minister by Spring of '82. Partial support or part·time 
employment helpful. Church of Christ, Box 26, Spear
fish, SO 57783. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 62S-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Information on ALASKAN and OVERSEAS jobs. $20,000 
to sso,ooo per year possible. call 602-998-0426 
Dept. S66. 

MISSIONARY NURSES NEEDED 
Two nurses are needed as early as February to work 
at Nigerian Christian Hospital. The t~o present' nurses, 
Patty Woods and Lola Bowen, wall be leaving in 
March. URGENT! Call H. Glenn Boyd (501) 268-9511 
or write to 709 East Race Avenue, Searcy, AR 72143. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
tries to aereeu ndvertllllur;. nud \Till uot 
kllO\Tingly tnke questionable ndvertlslnr;. 
But It Ia the -render's respouslblllt'J' to In• 
veatlgnte. Like nuy other paper, we some
tlmea uuwlttlnr;ly run nu unworthy ad. 
A.s the old snylnr: goes. before you Invest. 
lnvestlr::ntel 

A Firm Foundation subscription makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
Ies ntu accepted. 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is ac
cepting applications for houseparents and relief
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expe':'ses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-50S-863-
5S30. 

•:•..-.c~~..-.c~..-.c:~~ .... 
THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! • 

Learn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualify to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 

• 0120. NO TUITION. 
···~~...-.:~~·:· 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO,TEXAS76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
reside111 Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 
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A PLACE TO GROW 

A PLACE TO REACH OUT 

A PLACE TO SERVE 

At the Biblical Studies Center and the Institute for Christian Studies serv

ing the University of Texas at Austin because the college years are an oppor

tunity to deepen faith. 

The Institute for Christian Studies and the Biblical Studies Center offer: 

Academic Training 

Courses in Bible at the University of Texas 

A Bachelor's Degree in Bible from Abilene Christian University 

A two year Program in Ministry for full-time students 

A Campus Ministry which asks that you send the names and addresses of 

students enrolled at the University of Texas at Austin to get them active in the 

Lord's work. 

We offer students fellowship, recreation and Bible Study. 

BIBLICAL 
STUDIES 
CENTER 

1909 UNIVERSITY A VENUE 

We Care. 

ESTABLISHED 1917 

TELEPHONE 512-477-5701 

INSTITUTE FOR 
CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 
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PICTURED HERE IS THE GRADUATING CLASS FROM PRES
TON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING FOR Jan. 24, 1982. This 
is the 30th class to graduate from Preston Road. When this 
picture is 50 years o ld a lot of church history will have been 
made by these men. Pictured from left to right: David Adkins, 
John Orr, Nigel Miskimmins, Pat Powe rs, Mark Milburn, MaH 
Rosta, Ellis Reynolds, Doug Wood, Dennis Dillon, Don Shriv
e r, Terry Casey, and John Bussard. 

Austin, Texas, February 2, 1982 
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Unity in Christ' 

The difference between the original teachings of Jesus 
and the teachings of the modern church are vast. Those 
w ho say, or teach, that there are no differences are either 
willfully ignorant or blind. 

We rea lly have two gods-the one we preach about 
and the one (or more) that we serve. We have all but 
memorized the Sermon on the Mount, but we pay li ttle 
attention to ·.vhat Jesus reall y said in that sermon. Where 
are the Christians who love their enemies? W here are 
Christians w ho " do good to those w ho despitefully use 
you and speak all manner of evil aga inst you"-even 
among brethren? W here are the Christians who take 
John 17 seri ously? We are so busy thinking "Church" and 
defending our " posit ions" we have no t ime for being 
Christians on ly. 

Even among breth ren-as well as among the denomi
nations- every sect tries to attach the name of Jesus to 
what it is doing. Jesus has absolutely no connection w ith 
any ph ilosophy or teaching that is pecu liar to any sect
ours or theirs. 

If we are searching for the magnificent uni ty which is 
in Christ we w ill not fi nd i t in form s and patterns prac
ticed by the Church, but in the simplicity of the teachings 
of Christ himself. Wh ile the Church con tinu es to gravi
tate toward insti tutionalism and centralized authori ty, 
the teachings of Jesus continue more and more to differ 
with m odern atti tudes and practices . Few indeed- if any 
-grasp the grea t differences between the teachings of 
Jesus and our modern practices. 

We are becoming more obsessed every day w ith man's 
government of man and man's right to judge his breth ren 
and less concerned w ith God's government of every 
man's li fe. 

Unity is not something that can be obtained by coali
tion, merger, compromise or contract. Rea l Christian 
unity can be obtained only by individual surrender to 
the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. The uni ty comes auto
matica lly. 

W ho are the New Testament Christians anyway? They 
are those who ow n no authority but Jesus and have no 
standard but his word. The relig ious worl d-and the 
church-spends much of i ts time searching for scriptures 
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that wi ll read back in to the New Tes tament our modern 
doctrines and practices . Instead of seeking authority we 
are searching to justify. 

As men search the scriptures w i th honest, humble, 
obedient m inds they w ill solve the prob lems of aliena
t ion and treat each other bette r. The unity of the church 
rests solely upon i ts commitment to Jesus Christ as re
vealed in the Scriptures. The Gospel of Chr ist is greater, 
broader, deeper, w ider, higher than any secta rian view of 
it. O ne of the gravest dangers we face is t hat o f trying to 
confine Christ and the gospel in a cl osed system of sec
tarian theology. 

We need less promotiona l i~m and more doctrine; 
more fa ith and more commitment. Truth and doctrine 
are important. It is our conviction that we owe the young 
people of the church someth ing more than compliments 
and parties and programs and trips. We owe it to them 
to bring t hem up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Jesus said, "Ye have known by doctrine, my pur
pose, my manner of li fe. " That's w here the power li es, 
and that's w here real Christian uni ty is to be found. 

We make no apology for spend ing so much space on 
the theme of Christian unity in this one hund red fi ftieth 
anniversary of the Campbell -Stone unity meeting. The 
church i tself needs to study the theme because it is as 
fu lly d ivided as was Christendom in the days of Camp
bell and Stone. We have preached unity and practiced 
division, and what we are speaks so loudly folks can' t 
hear w hat we are saying. 

The Restoration Movement was a real breakthrough of 
the prophetic spirit of t rue Christianity. Its purpose was 
noble; i ts aim subli me. But somewhere along the line 
we "digged ourself a pit" and fell into i t. Ou r systematic 
theologies have se t at naught the universal theology of 
the New Testament, and each group's claiming t he bless
ings of Jesus upon its pecu l iarit ies is reduced to name
dropping. 

The unity of the New Testament church consists in i ts 
commitment to Jesus Christ alone and its loyalty to the 
gospel alone. This alone produces one Lord, one fa ith, 
one baptism, under one God. 
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In Mark 7 there is portrayed a classic 
confrontation between our Lord and the 
scribes and Pharisees. In this clash be
tween Jesus and the Pharisees, we are 
able to see the strong contrast between 
Jesus' approach to religion and that of 
the Pharisees. One of the facets of 
Pharisaical religion that Jesus found so 
objectionable was their practice of 
"fence-building." In this writer's esti
matio~ th~ practice condemned by 
Jesus 1s alive and well in the church 
today; hence, it is crucial that we learn 
from such encounters as Mark 7 the 
~ature of true religion as Jesus portrays 
lt. 

A Fence for the Law 
In Mark 7 there are several references 

to the "traditions of the elders" which 
Jesus describes as the "traditions of 
men" and "your tradition." Part of 
that tradition was the "Fence about the 
Law." In speaking of the origin of this 
part of the Jewish tradition, George Foot 
Moore stated, 

"One of the maxims ascribed to the 
men of the Great Assembly is, "Make 
? fence for the Law," that is, protect 
1t by surrounding it with cautionary 
rules to halt a man like a danger sig
nal before he gets within breaking 
distance of the divine statute itself." 

Scriptural warrant for this practice was 
found in Lev. 18:30 which was inter
preted as "Make an injunction additional 
to my injunction" (Ibid.). 

Surely the original intent of this fence
building was honorable. For instance, 
the Law forbade work on the Sabbath 
day. Because of the severity of the pen
alty for violating the Sabbath, it was 
essential that rules be set so one might 
know when he had done "work." Con
sequently, a list of thirty-nine types of 
prohibited work was drawn up. But even 
these thirty-nine classes of work had to 
be further interpreted. For instance, the 
Mishnah records that a tailor should not 
go out with his needle near to night fall 
lest he violate the Law. 

It wasn't long, however, before the 
oral law came to be regarded to be just 
as binding as the written law. It was this 
practice of binding upon everyone the 
"fences," legislated by the interpreters 
of the Law, that Jesus found so ob
jectionable. 

What is Wrong With Fencebuilding'l 
Now, there were several facets of the 

fence-binding appproach to religion that 
Jesus found objectionable. One of his 
main criticisms, however, was that such 
practices led to a failure to recognize the 
real purpose behind the law. For in
stance, the practice of invoking "Cor
ban" as a means of getting around di
vinely-given obligations to one's parents 
caused the Pharisee to make void the 
divine intent of the law. A moment's re
flection enables us to realize that values 

Fence-Building 
JERRY GROSS 

antedate law. That is, God gave his law 
to make known, embody, safeguard, and 
promote ~ertain previously existing 
values. It 1s because of the inherent 
values in the parental relationship that 
God ordained through law that parents 
are to be honored. It is easy though for 
one to replace a proper relationship to 
parents WJth a "proper" relationship to 
law about one's parents. So, if one can 
maneuver so that he has not technically 
violated the law, then he can feel safe 
~ven though he has really failed to af
firm the values behind the law. Jesus' 
cr~ticis?,l was that, through "many such 
thmgs, they made void the word of 
God. 

Modern Fence-building 
Wherever there is a tendency to relate 

to God through a legalistic approach to 
la~keeping,. there is also a tendency to 
build and bmd fences. Now, this is not 
to say that fence-building per se is 
wrong. If we have any respect for the 
commandments of God, we must build 
some fences to help us keep a safe dis
tance from violating his will. In some 
areas of our lives we are simply too weak 
to get very close to sin without suc
cumbing. Hence, we need personal 
"fences" that keep us a safe distance 
away from temptation. But the key word 
here is "personal." Every Christian who 
is in earnest about his own spirituality 
must provide for himself fences against 
sin. He has no right, however, to bind 
those fences upon others as if they were 
part of the law of God. . 

Perhaps an example will help. My 
wife religiously refrains from going shop
ping. She tells me that as long as she 
stays away from the malls she is very 
content with what she has. However, 
once she sees what she could have, then 
she begins to feel dissatisfied with what 
we have, and she is sorely tempted to 
spend money that she doesn't have to 
buy things she really doesn't need. Now, 
abstaining from window shopping is her 
fence; she doesn't intend to bind it upon 
others. Others may not have the same 
struggles she experiences. She needs her 
fences, but they may not be for others. 

On the other hand, I once heard of a 
preacher who was withdrawn from for 
playing Rook. Likely his only crime was 
that of violating a fence that had become 
institutionalized as law. One can easily 
see that a sequence of fences had been 
erected to prevent Christians from 
violating some genuine prohibition of 
the will of God. The problem was, 
though, that the fences, which surely had 
validity for someone at some point, had 

become part of the law of God. It is this 
practice of binding personal fences upon 
a brotherhood, a church, or an individual 
that Jesus is condemning. 

The Problem With Imposing Fences 
It is evident that there are several 

serious things wrong with efforts on the 
part of some in the church to bind per
sonal fences upon others. First of all, 
such a practice is built upon the faulty 
assumption that everyone is at the same 
point in their spiritual development. A 
fence serves the useful purpose of giving 
an individual time or distance away from 
temptation so that he might keep his 
heart from sin. But the amount of time 
and distance is going to vary from per
son to person and sin to sin. This is not 
to say that some of us can be more 
reckless, with reference to sin than 
others; but neither is it to say that all of 
us have to build our fences at the same 
place as the most conservative member 
of the congregation. 

Secondly, a fence that I build for my
self is going to serve me better than a 
fence someone else constructs and im
poses upon me. For a fence to be effec
tive in helping me to control sin in my 
own life, it has to be voluntarily ac
cepted and its rationale understood. One 
of the problems with preachers building 
fences for the sisters in the congregation 
on the matter of modest dress is that the 
sisters do not fully understand the ra
tionale behind such rules. Consequently, 
rather than focusing on the real issues 
regarding the potential sins involved, 
the focus is shifted to whether or not the 
sisters are going to let a preacher dictate 
what they can or cannot wear. Also at 
issue is the question of how one is going 
to respond to different forms of subtle, 
and not so subtle, pressure tactics, 
Hence, the resistance that results is not 
over the merits of particular fences but 
whether or not someone else can force 
me to accept a man-made dress code 
that I do not fully understand. 

Thirdly, when the church acquiesces 
to either self-appointed or church ap
pointed fence-builders then moral de
velopment in the members is stunted. 
Moral development within each mem
ber is essential in order to enable him/ 
her to make appropriate moral judg
ments within the context of their own 
unique life settings. It is impossible for 
the church to legislate for evei)' con
ceivable moral decision making setting. 
Hence, the only way that we can enable 
Christians to be responsible moral 
agents is by fostering within them the 
qualities of moral discernment. It is evi
dent that one's decisions are going to 
flow out of the kind of person one is. 
And many times a person does not have 
before him a handy answer book with 
every conceivable moral dilemma 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Authority of the Bible 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

One of the most urgent tasks incum
bent upon Christians is that of showing 
to men that the Bible is an authoritative 
book. We need to show them that we are 
to speak where it speaks and to be silent 
where it is silent. We need to show them 
that the Bible is the book to which they 
must go for settling life's momentous 
questions. We must show them that to 
learn how to become Christians and to 
learn how to live the Christian life they 
must turn to the pages of Scripture. We 
must show them that the Bible is the 
final voice and that beyond it there is 
no appeal. 

Following Jesus 
Jesus Christ left us an example that 

we "should follow his steps" (1 Peter 
2:21). This being the case, what better 
way could there be of showing men 
how they should regard Scripture than 
to show how Jesus regarded Scripture? 
Jesus claimed "all authority" (Matt. 
28:18). If we accept Jesus as one having 
all authority, then we should be willing 
to accept his view of the written word. 
We are to acknowledge "Jesus as lord" 
(Romans 10:9). If we acknowledge him 
as lord of our lives, and if we really 
accept him as our lord, then we must 
be willing to follow his steps in our 
view of Scripture. 

Jesus' View of Scripture 
Jesus had a high view of Scripture. He 

quoted a statement found in Genesis 
2:24 and attributed that statement to 
God (Matt. 19:5). He quoted a statement 
found in Psalm 110 and declared that 
David made that statement "in the Holy 
Spirit" (Mark 12:36). He emphatically 
stated that "Scripture cannot be broken" 
(John 1 0:35). When we follow in his 
steps, we, too, shall regard Scripture as 
the word of God, as the voice of the 
Spirit, as that which cannot be broken. 

Proof of the Deity of Jesus 
Jesus appealed to the Scriptures in 

proving his own Deity. After his baptism 
and temptation, Jesus returned to Gali
lee, came to Nazareth, and entered into 
the synagogue on a sabbath day. When 
Jesus stood up to read, the book of 
Isaiah was brought to him. He read from 
Isaiah 61 and declared: "Today hath this 
scripture been fulfilled in your ears" 
(luke 4:16-21 ). On another occasion he 
quoted from Psalm 118, a scripture 
which makes reference to the stone 
"which the builders rejected," the stone 
which "was made the head of the cor
ner," with an evident application to 
himself (Mark 12:1 0). later, Jesus said 
that "all things must needs be fulfilled 
which are written in the law of Moses, 

4 [68] 

and the prophets, and the psalms, con
cerning me." After saying that, Jesus 
opened the minds of the disciples "that 
they might understand the scriptures" 
(luke 24:44-45). On another occasion 
Jesus said to the Jews: "Ye search the 
scriptures ... and these are they which 
bear witness of me." He went ahead to 
show that if the Jews had followed the 
scriptures, they would have come to him 
of whom the scriptures testified. In the 
same connection he said, "If ye believed 
Moses, ye would believe me; for he 
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words" 
(John 5:39-47)? It can be seen immedi
ately that jesus appeals to what was 
written in the Old Testament as sub
stantiating his own claims. 

Dealing with Temptation 
When Jesus was assailed by Satan in 

the wilderness he demonstrated his be
lief in the veracity and the power of 
scripture. When the devil proposed that 
Jesus turn stones to bread, Jesus an
swered by saying "It is written," and 
cited a statement from Deuteronomy 
8:3. When Satan challenged Jesus to cast 
himself from the pinnacle of the temple, 
jesus gave a quotation from Deuter
onomy 6:16. When Satan told Jesus that 
if he would worship him he would give 
to him the kingdoms of the world, Jesus 
replied by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13. 
The manner in which Jesus handfed the 
temptation experience is remarkable 
attestation to Jesus' belief in the author
ity of scripture (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). 

Dealing with Questions 
When a certain lawyer made trial of 

Jesus, asking him what he should do to 
inherit eternal fife, jesus asked, "What 
is written in the law? How readest 
thou?" Then, after the lawyer quoted 
from the scriptures, Jesus said, "Thou 
hast answered right: this do, and thou 
shalt five" (luke 1 0:25-28). 

When the Pharisees criticized the dis
ciples for plucking grain on the sabbath, 
Jesus defended their conduct, referring 
to what was written in the Old Testa
ment. Twice on this occasion Jesus 
asked the Pharisees, "Have ye not read?" 
He recalls the conduct of David as re
corded in 1 Samuel 21 and the conduct 
of the priests as recorded in Numbers 
28 (Matt. 12:1-5). 

On another occasion, the Pharisees, 
making trial of Jesus, asked: "Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause?" Jesus' question, "Have ye not 
read?", recurs. He refers to Genesis 1:27 
and God's creation of male and female. 
He cites Genesis 2:24 regarding the 
leaving of father and mother, cleaving to 

one's wife, and the two becoming one 
flesh (Matt. 19:3-6). 

Jesus also made use of the question 
"Have you not read?" in an interesting 
clash with the Sadducees. On this oc
casion Jesus quotes the statement found 
in Exodus 3:6 and he does so in support 
of the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead. The Sadducees had presented the 
case of the woman who married seven 
brothers and had raised the question of 
whose wife she would be in the resur
rection. Jesus told them: "Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power 
of God" (Matt. 12:23-32). Nowhere is 
Jesus' confidence in the power and au
thority of scripture more evident. 
Jesus and the New Testament Scriptures 

Jesus' method of accrediting the New 
Testament scriptures is somewhat dif
ferent from his method of accrediting 
the Old Testament scriptures. When 
Jesus was on earth the Old Testament 
scriptures were already in existence. 
Jesus repeatedly showed his recognition 
of the authority of the Old Testament 
scriptures by his appeal to them in the 
variety of ways we have already dis
cussed. When Jesus was on earth the 
New Testament scriptures had not yet 
been written. They were later to be 
written by apostles and inspired men 
who were closely associated with the 
apostles. They were written by these 
men after the departure of Jesus from 
this earth. However, while Jesus was on 
earth with the apostles he placed his 
stamp of approval, in advance, upon 
their later preaching and writing by 
promising to give them the Holy Spirit 
who would equip them with divine in
spiration. 

Promises of Inspiration 
Jesus told the apostles: "And I will 

pray the Father, and he shalf give you 
another Comforter, that he may be with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of truth ... 
I will not leave you desolate: 1 come 
unto you" (John 14:16-18). jesus con
sidered the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to these men as, in a sense, his own 
coming to them. 

In another meaningful passage the 
guidance which the Holy Spirit would 
furnish the apostles is made quite plain: 
"But the Comforter, even the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shalf teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I 
said unto you" (John 14:26). Jesus also 
told the apostles that he had many 
things to say which they could not then 
bear, but that the Spirit would come and 
guide them "into all the truth" (John 
16:12-13). The Holy Spirit was to teach 
the apostles, bring to their remembrance 
what Jesus had said, guide them into all 
truth. These promises were fulfilled in 
apostolic preaching and writing. Jesus 

(Continued on page 11) 
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110uch! Those words stung like net
tles." Have you ever felt that way when 
you read or heard some of the things 
others say about us? I have. In the very 
beginning of Christianity, there were 
critics always ready to offer their un
kind opinions. Jesus received it. When 
he went to visit, he was called a wine
bibber and a glutton, a friend of sinners. 
When he performed a miracle, he was 
accused of doiJ'1g it by the power of the 
Devil. Even on the cross, his enemies 
said critically, "He saved others, himself 
he cannot save." 

In about 200 A. D., Tertullian said this 
about the love and generosity of Chris
tians. 11These contributions are the trust 
funds of piety. For they are not spent on 
banquets, drinking parties, or dining 
clubs; but for feeding and burying the 
poor, for boys and girls destitute of 
property and parents; and further for 
old people confined to the house, and 
victims of shipwreck; and any who are in 
the mines, who are exiled to an island, 
or who are in prison merely on account 
of God's church-these become the 
wards of their confession. So great a 
work of love burns a brand upon us in 
regard to some. 'See,' they say, 'how 
they love one another.' They are furious 
that we call ourselves brothers, I think, 
for no other reason than that among 
them every name of kinship is a feigning 
of affection." 

Now, I could take that kind of criticism 
without wincing. I would revel in it! But 
what are they saying about us now? 
How do we appear through the eyes of 
others? Twenty years ago, it was not 
uncommon for someone to say of us, 
"You church of Christ people surely do 
know your Bibles." How long has it been 
since you heard that? Too long, I'm 
afraid. 

In a book entitled, 11Campbellism, Its 

HENRY BRIGMAN 

History and Heresies," by Bob Ross, 
some of the harshest criticisms I've ever 
read are hurled at us. He made such 
statements as, "-the whole Campbell
ite movement is obnoxious to the nth 
degree," and he calls us "counterfeit." 
I'll not dignify his charges with a reply, 
and only say we should pray for him. 
Anyone who would say of Alexander 
Campbell, "He made the world worse 
religiously than it was and added an
other sect as vicious and heretical as 
Rome itself," cannot be taken seriously. 
Yet, his book is in its 4th edition. We 
just have to overlook this kind of 
criticism. 

Others say something else about us. 
In the Fall, 1981 Newsletter of the 
Center For Church Growth, an "out
sider" is quoted as saying this of us. 
"For a church to claim to be a New 
Testament church because it has the 
right form, as regards deacons and 
elders, and right ritual in regard to 
communion and baptism, and right 
name is to be sure, good. But the claim 
sounds a little hollow when the New 
Testament life and exuberant ability to 
proclaim the Gospel and propagate 
churches are lacking. A marble statue 
(of a horse) might exhibit all the out
ward forms, but lacking the ability to 
run and father colts, it cannot really 
claim to be a horse. To be truly New 
Testament churches, our gatherings of 
Christians have to want to grow, know 
how to grow, and pay the price to 
grow". (Right here, I winced!) 

This article continued, "The Churches 
of Christ in the United States, with their 
ardent belief in the Bible as God's au
thortative infallible revelation, with their 
great stress on the priesth.ood of all be
lievers and lay leadership, following the 
simple original form of Christianity, so 
clearly demonstrated in the pages of the 

New Testament, have a marvellous op
portunity to communicate Christ. ... 
I pray God's richest blessings on Church
es of Christ as they surge out to the ripe 
fields all around, and experience the joy 
of harvest." 

In an article called, "Breaking the 
Barriers of Sectarian Thoughts," the 
January, 1982 PULPIT HELPS says this 
about the Restoration· Movement. ''As 
an alternative to denominational error 
and division, various 'movements' have 
been initiated, but they usually crystalize 
into monuments rather than movements. 
Early in the nineteeth century a group 
of Presbyterians and Baptists resolved to 
chuck their denominational creeds and 
policies and return to the simple faith 
preached by the apostles. They would 
'restore' the original message of the 
church, the original terms of salvation 
and the kind of ministry the church en
joyed in the times of the apostles. This 
effort came to be called the 'Restoration 
Movement' and succeeded to a certain 
degree in calling people back to the 
apostolic faith with a freedom and unity 
they had not known before. But even
tually the movement settled down and 
crystalized around the work of the origi
nal leaders in the New Covenant 
theology and for launching the move
ment to restore the principles and doc
trines of the New Covenant church, but 
for anyone to discover anything today 
not already embraced by the restorers 
is tantamount to heresy." (I winced 
again.) 

What we must do is live out our com
mittment to Christ in such a way that 
others will look wistfully at us and say, 
"How they love each other!" Un
fortunately, they aren't saying this about 
us very often. 

P. 0. Box 753, Boerne, TX 78006 
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Going to Law With a Brother 
RUBEL SHELLY 

The question has been posed: "Is there any circumstance 
under which a Christian could engage a brother or sister in 
Christ in a lawsuin Does 1 Cor. 6:1-8 prohibit such litigationl" 

Every passage of Scripture must be interpreted in its proper 
historical and biblical context. Otherwise, verses may be ter
ribly misinterpreted and misapplied. This text about going to 
law with one's brethren is a case in point. 

In the first-century world, Greeks were fond of using the 
law courts. Upon the flimsiest of pretexts, one would bring a 
charge against his neighbor and attempt to bring easy financial 
gain to himself. The ·situation was very much like our own is 
coming to be, when public officials, doctors, and large cor
porations are "sued for damages" by greedy and dishonest 
persons. 

Paul is attempting to discourage Christian participation in 
such nonsensical lawsuits in 1 Cor. 6. His method is to attempt 
to shame his readers in the pagan city of Corinth: "Dare any 
of you, having a matter against his neighbor, go to law before 
the unrighteous, and not before the saints .... I say this to 
move you to shame. What, cannot there be found among you 
one wise man who shall be able to decide between his 
brethren, but brother goeth to law with brother, and that be
fore unbelievers" (1 Cor. 6:1, 5-6). 

In such trivial matters, one should 11take wrong" and "be 
defrauded." Or, to use the words of the lord, he should 11turn 
the other cheek" (cf. Matt. 5:38-39). 

It is a gross oversimplification, however, to assume that the 
counsel of the apostle to the Corinthians bars recourse to 
courts by Christians under all circumstances. 

For one thing, such an interpretation contradicts other pas
sages of Scripture. The lord taught that one whose partner 
has committed fornicati~n can divorce that person and re
marry (Matt. 19:9). If john and Mary are members of the 
church, and john is unfaithful to Mary, she has the right to 
"go to law" with a brother in order to sue for dissolution of 
the marriage. If Paul's teaching in 1 Cor. 6 in without qualifica
tion, no Christian could ever divorce a Christian companion 
who has violated the sanctity of marriage. 

Second, understanding 1 Cor. 6 as an absolute prohibition 
of going into the courts with a brother leads to absurdities. 
Suppose a member of the church became reprobate to the 
faith and began suing Christians for various amounts of 
money; suppose he even sued the entire church for posses
sion of its property. According to one view of 1 Cor. 6, faith-
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ful believers could not counter his suits and defend them
selves and their property. 

As a matter of fact, situations have come up where churches 
have had to go to law to protect themselves. In the digression 
of certain people which led to the adoption of instrumental 
music and in the later division over church cooperation, 
buildings, property, and bank accounts would have been 
taken from elders and the majority of a church's membership 
by groups which challenged them in the courts. Most of these 
congregations had the good sense to protect their interests by 
responding to the suits filed against them. They did as they 
should have done. 

Third, elders and other brethren who might hear disputes 
between brethren have no right to handle some issues. Can a 
group of elders grant someone a divorce? Can a business 
meeting force the repayment of a loan or handle a fore
closure? The very idea is absurd. These are responsibilities 
which God has granted to the civil government, and civil 
government is a "minister of God to thee for good" (Rom. 
13:4) in fulfilling its obligations. 

In summary, then, here is biblical teaching about members 
of the church and civil law courts. (1) Christians should not 
take offense with one another in the everyday affairs of life. 
(2) If some sort of offense does arise which cannot be settled 
between the two brothers involved, let them seek the counsel 
and mediation of faithful brethren. This allows the issue to be 
resolved without having the church embarrassed by the spec
tacle of' its members being litigious with one another. (3) If 
the matter cannot be settled to the full satisfaction of both 
parties, the aggrieved person should turn the other cheek and 
suffer wrong before· resorting to the courts. (4) In matters of 
such significance that the church has neither the right nor 
resources to try to. resolve them (i.e., in matters greater than 
mere personal offense), God has ordained civil governments 
to establish a system of courts for their resolution. (5) Chris
tians do not sin when they use the courts for their legitimate 
purposes. 

In 1 Cor. 6, Paul was discouraging the scandalous use of 
Roman courts which was so common in his time. He was not 
denying a saint the sort of protection which God has ordained 
him to have through the proper use of the legal system of 
Rome or the United States. 

2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
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Realizing Justi(e in Restoration (2) 
LARRY JAMES 

In the words of Gustavo Gutierrez, 
Christ's coming made God's concerned 
presence among his people more ma
terial than ever. In his ministry Jesus 
displayed a prophetic concern for jus
tice and sought to convey that concern 
to his earliest disciples. luke's gospel 
most consistently reports Jesus' mission 
as a further expression of God's commit
ment to see justice established in his 
Kingdom. Mary's song of celebration 
before Elizabeth is a recognition of her 
own part in God's program of justice 
(lk. 1 :46b-56). John the Baptist signals 
the program of the Messiah as he calls 
for repentance on the part of those who 
come out to be initiated. Inquiring as 
to what they must do, the crowds re
ceived an answer of extreme social im
portance. Extra costs were to be shared, 
taxes were to be collected fairly, and 
soldiers were to become righteous pub
lic servants (lk. 3:11-14). In his home 
town synagogue Jesus begins his public 
ministry by applying the jubilee words 
of Isaiah to himself and his mission: 

The spirit of the lord is upon me, 
because he has annointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the lord (luke 4:19-20). 

luke's version of the beatitudes avoids 
the tendency toward spiritualization by 
speaking for the poor and hungry while 
warning the rich concerning their com
ing woe (luke 6:20-26). When John's 
disciples come inquiring on behalf of 
their master as to whether jesus is the 
Christ, they receive abundant proof all 
of which reveals Jesus concern for the 
physical and social inequities of his day 
(luke 7:18-23). In the story of the com
passionate Samaritan, jesus seeks to 
show his followers the practical dimen
sions of being a neighbor in the face of 
human suffering (luke 10:25-37). Jesus 
condemns the Pharisees and lawyers of 
Israel for their failure regarding justice 
and love for their people while ob
serving the minutia of the law of Moses 
(luke 11 :37-52). In pointing out the 
danger of wealth (luke 12:13-21), Jesus 
encourages his disciples to divest them
selves of possessions and give to the 
poor (luke 12:32-34). When entertaining 
by hosting dinner parties, disciples 
should invite the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, the blind and others who cannot 
repay (luke 14:12-14}. The sobering tale 
of the rich man and lazarus served pri
marily as a warning concerning the 
misuse of wealth in a society of pressing 

need (luke 16:19-31 ). Zacchaeus' con
version to jesus seemed naturally to be 
accompanied by generous provision for 
the poor and fourfold restitution of 
money which had previously been se
cured by fraud (luke 19:1-10). At luke 
20:45-21 :4, commendation and con
demnation are combined in impressive 
fashion as jesus strikes out at the scribes 
who flaunt their piety and oppress 
widows. He turns then to praise the poor 
widow who gives out of her poverty all 
that she possessed. 

The gospel narratives reveal Jesus to 
be vitally involved in relieving the suf
fering of the ill, feeding those who are 
hungary, and teaching his disciples the 
necessary connection between religious 
observance and the needs of people. 
Jesus not only stands in the rich tradi
tion of the prophets of Israel, he comes 
as the ultimate, incarnate expression of 
their spirit. 

The early church, his living body, evi
dently understood this important di
mension of his mission for its members 
ordered their lives in accord with his 
words and his example. The first con
verts after the ascension asked the same 
question John the Baptizer had enter
tained years before at the jordan: "What 
shall we do?" As those people respond
ed to a call to repentance, their experi
ence in baptism led them to enter into 
a community to shared possessions 
which guaranteed the satisfaction of 
needs (Acts 2:37-47; 4:32-37). Paul de
voted much of his life in missions to 
promoting offerings for those who were 
in need in jerusalem (d. Gal 2:10 et. al.): 
Repeatedly the New Testament ties 
Christian experience to concerns for the 
poor (Eph. 4:28; I Cor. 11 :17-34); II Cor. 
8-9; Gal. 6:9-10; Heb. 13:16; James 
2:1-19; 6:1-6; I john 2:17-18). From this 
sketchy survey we are able to conclude 
that faith and justice are intertwined in 
an inseparable manner. While it is clear 
that God's purposes in history extend 
even beyond history's limits, it is equally 
evident that the response of his people 
in history to the challenge of establish
ing justice carries implications of eternal 
import. 

What about the world of the twen
tieth century? How does God's past 
demands for justice apply today? To
ward what goal are we directed by his 
radial call for righteousness in the 
world? In March 1980 the Presidential 
Commission on World Hunger released 
its final report (Overcoming World 
Hunger: The Challenge Ahead). It pro
vides sobering information relative to 
one area of life about which a people of 

justice should be concerned. As many 
as 800 million of the earth's poor do not 
receive enough to eat each day. Count
less others suffer from various varieties 
of malnutrition. Almost half the hungry 
are young children. Each year 12-13 mil
lion children die from malnutrition and 
hunger. These annual deaths are the 
equivalent of Hiroshima every third day. 
One hundred thousand children lose 
their sight each year for a lack of Vita
min A. The developed world feeds more 
cereals to its livestock than are con
sumed as food by all the peoples of de
veloping nations. By the year 1988, the 
developing countries will have an an
nual deficit of eighty-five million tons 
of wheat, rice and coarse grains (more 
than one hundred million farm workers 
will have little or no land of their own). 
By the year 2,000, the world will have at 
least six billion people and about eight 
out of ten will reside in developing na
tions. The problems associated with 
world hunger are complex, involving 
U. S. foreign policy, international eco
nomic procedures, domestic politics and 
many other issues and dynamics. Solu
tions will be difficult and never com
plete. 

For us as disciples the challenge is 
one of sensitivity. At a time the world 
needs our assistance the most, it has 
become popular to cut back and cut off, 
to consume more and more for our own 
benefit at the expense of the rest of the 
world. While we believe that most of 
our tax dollars find their way to foreign 
assistance programs, it is brutually 
shocking to realize that twelve other 

. nations in the world contribute on a per
centage basis more than the United 
States when measured against GNP. As 
citizens of the world's richest nation, 
we spend more money annually on a 
number of individual items (including al
cohol, tobacco, household cleaning sup
plies, toys and sporting goods, foreign 
travel, jewelry, admissions to sports 
events, barber shops/beauty parlors) 
than we do on assistance to nations in 
need. In many respects our day is un
comfortably similar to that of Amos. 
Most challenging is the realization that 
American values shape our churches far 
more than our churches prophetically 
challenge our culture. 

Establishing justice in the midst of 
history has not been a hallmark of our 
expression of restoration theology or 
ethics. In view of our basic thesis and 
the message of the word it should be. 
Restoration for us must mean what con
version means to Guiterrez: 

We have to break with our mental 
categories, with the way we relate to 
others, with our way of identifying 
with the Lord, with our cultural 
milieu, with our social clan, in other 

(Continued on page 12) 

7 [71] 



Disciples of Momus 
According to Greek mythology Momus 

was the Greek god of blame and 
mockery, one who found fault wi th 
everyone and everything. Unable to find 
fault with the beauty of Aphrodite, the 
Greek goddess of love and beauty, he 
complained abou t the noise made by 
her sandals of go ld. It seems that we 
have let th e disciples of Momus run 
loose in the church and this atti tude 
grows unhindered. With cruelty and 
anger the fau lt finding binge is on ly 
satisfied by accusing oth ers un justly. It 
has gotten to the point w here all of 
thei r time and energies arc spen t in fault 
finding. 

The motives of these fault finders are 
not in question; most, if not all, start 
out wanting to defend the faith and 
keep the church pure. This is a good and 
healthy at titude, but the next step is one 
of being suspicious of everyone and 
everything. This is a terri ble attitude; if 
one looks fo r something to be wrong 
and looks hard enough, he wi ll find it. 
One is bound to find someone in error 

The Process of Faith 
From the first century until ou r day, 

there has always been debate and d if
ferences among Bible students over how 
we arc saved. Perhaps thi s i llustration 
w ill help us to better understand this 
matter. 

W hen we say, "the secretary printed 
the bull etin," we refer to the process 
gone th rough to produce th e bulletin. 
That process involved gathering infor
mation, typing it, making copy to a 
stenci l, pulling the stencil on the 
mimeograph machine, and running pa
per through the mimeograph to print 
th e bulletin. They are then folded, and 
mai led or put in the foyer. 

When we say, " he was saved by fai th," 
we refer to a process gone through to 
produce a Christian. Th e process in
vo lved preaching of the gospel, one be
l ieving it, repenting of their sins, out
wardly confessing Christ as the Son of 
God, and submitt ing to a burial in water 
for the purpose of having their sins 
washed away in the blood of Jesus 
Christ. 

When the apostle Paul and others 
contrast faith and works, they are re
ferring to lhe process by wh ich we are 
saved, not to the individual parts of the 
process. Some use these scriptures to try 
to prove that we are saved by "fai th 
~m ly," a~d apply th em to the things 
1nvolved 1n the process. Their mistake is 
failing to see that there is a difference 
between the overa ll process and the 
thngs involved in the process. The Bible 
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under every rock that is overtuned . 
This reminds us of Joe "lcCarthy who 
found a communist cvcr}'Where he 
~ooked. Because Mr. McCarthy was look
mg for communists, he found com
mun is ts and accused many innocent 
people in this crusade. In Matt. 7:1 -5 
J e~~s taught aga inst being captiously 
cnt1cal of others, and this is where these 
unreasonable censures find th emselves. 
They are always ready to point out the 
wrong of others and never look to th em
selves. 

The disciples of Momus raise such ob
ject ions as "We arc sound! " or "We 
are standing for the truth! " In real ity 
they stand not on God's word but on 
th eir own opinions; they bend over 
backward to stand up straight; they com
promise the truth to find out what they 
think to be error. They also say, " Did 
not the apostles and other early Chris
tians point out error?" It is true that 
error was dea lt with, but the motives 
of these early Christians in opposing the 

(Continued on page 14) 
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teaches we are saved by "fai th onl y" in 
the sense of the overall process, (as 
cont rasted to a process or system of 
works), but it does not teach we are 
saved by faith only wh en it refers to 
the things involved in that process o r 
system. 

This explains the seeming contrast be
tween Paul in Romans 5 :1 and James in 
chapter 3, verse 24 of his epistle. Paul 
refers to the process, or overall system, 
by which we are saved in th is verse. He 
was writing to those who were advo
ca ting salva tion through the works of the 
O ld Law. They sought to be justifi ed by a 
syst?n: of works. James was wri ting to 
Chmt1ans w ho were fail ing to do the 
things involved in living by faith. He 
tells th em that fa ith involves works; or, 
in a sense, that the system of fa ith in
volves do ing things by fa i th. There is no 
contradi ct ion in the two, because they 
are referring to di fferen t things. 

God has chosen to save us by a sys
tem of fai th. That system involves the 
preaching of the word. When one hea rs 
~he war? they must bel ieve and accept 
11 by fa1 th. They mus: bel ieve in what 
they have not actually experienced or 
seen physically, and they must then do 
the things they are asked to do in th e 
word, to become a Christian and to live 
th eir life as a Christian. All this is based 
on faith, which is an assurance and con
viction of things not seen, and a w illing
ness to order one's life upon the reality 
of these unseen things. 

Let us not be confused by the differ-

Economic Determinism 
J AM E S E. HOWAR D 

In college many years ago I learned 
that "economic determinism" was one 
of the foundation tenets of communism. 
The dictionary defines this philosophy 
as " the doctrine that all social, cu ltural 
political, and intellectual fo rms are de~ 
!ermined by or result from economic 
factors .... " (The Random House Dic
tionary of the English Language, p. 452). 
As appl ied by communism the concept 
measn basically that all o f l ife is and 
should be determ ined by economic 
factors. 

Your reaction to this belief might well 
be the feel ing that i t fits right in w ith 
the atheism and material ism of com
munism but would certainly have little 
relevance to the life of the Christ ian. 
And yet, I somehow wonder. I've re
cently been reading the second volume 
of Earl West's " The Sea rch for the 
Ancient Order," an excellent history of 
th e restoration movement. I came away 
from hs incisive discussion of the in
strumental music controversy w ith the 
strong feeling that this innovation was 
brought into the church not on the basis 
of reasonable theologica l debate o r care
fu l Bibl ical exegesis but rath er because 
some brethren in the North following 
the Civil War had the money to buy an 
organ (i n contrast to their poorer breth
ren in the South) as well as a strong 
desi re to be " uptown" and "sophisti
cated" like those around them. Or who 
can argue that our affluence has had an 
immeasurable influence on our spiritual 
development in recent years. Congrega
tions can raise a million or so dollars on 
a given Sunday for a new bui lding but 
w here has it been done fo r a major mis
sions thrust? A youth group wi ll an
nually come up with the lime and 
resources for a sk it trip to Vail or Estes 
Park but how about an evangelist ic 
campa ign to a weak church in a neigh
boring slate? 

The rea l question, it seems to me, 
takes the form, Is our economic situation 
determin ed by our discipleship or is our 
disciplesh ip determin ed by our eco
nomics? As those w ho fo ll ow him who 
had no place to lay his head we need 
to be sure that th e Lo rdship of Jesus 
Christ determines our economics as it 
determin es every other aspect of our 
lives. 

11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 

ence in the process by which we are 
saved, and the parts involved in that 
process . A ll are im portant, and all are 
necessary if we are to be saved by fa ith. 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 
92111 
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The Eldership and the Missionary (1) 
DR. MAURICE HOOD 

I suppose that in foreign evangelism 
in the brotherhood of the church of 
Christ, almost every conceivable work
ing relationship between supporting 
Christians and the missionary in the 
field has been or is being used. I am not 
aware of any statistics that can show the 
comparative effectiveness of any of the 
various methods. Much of the teaching 
on this subject has originated in de
nominational mission and theology 
schools and, while there may be prac
tical points to be learned from them, I 
believe that to have a denominationalist 
tell us how to preach the saving gospel 
of Christ, when they do not either be
lieve or preach it, would seem to be a 
paradox. 

Probably 20 per cent of the mission
aries who go to the mission field who 
were trained in our Christian universities 
or schools of preaching return home in 
less than one year and never return, or 
sometimes even turn away from evan
gelism altogether. (leonard Gray is 
source of this figure.) 

I served as an elder for a number of 
years in a congregation heavily com
mitted to evangelism both in this coun
try and overseas, and over a ten-year 
period served on six occasions as a 
medical evangelist in Nigeria. I have 
been privileged to both work with a 
number of missionaries, and to serve as 
one dependent on external support. 
Perhaps this experience has produced 
some degree of wisdom, at least, I hope 
so. 

First, let me discuss for a few mo
ments some of the relationships that 
are extant. It is common practice today 
for an evangelist to determine of his 
own volition to go to a mission field. It 
may be that he arrived at this decision 
independently, or was influenced by the 
faculty of his school, or perhaps by 
another missionary. Most often, once 
the decision is made, he will begin an 
arduous campaign to raise support from 
individuals, churches, or groups of 
churches. Many times he acquires sup
port from a number of sources, yet he 
does not work under a specific elder
ship. Some are independent financially, 
and so essentially are not supported by 
or are responsible to anyone. 

Occasionally a team approach is used, 
with the mission school having made the 
decision as to the specific country or lo
cation, and through an intensiv~ cam
paign motivated several families to go. 
Then through the mission school faculty 
and the preacher's own campaign, ef
forts are made to sell elderships on the 
planned venture. There should be a 

distinct difference in consideration of a 
school of preaching and missions which 
is being maintained by a church and its 
elders, and a school of missions in one 
of the universities unrelated to any 
eldership. 

less often, mission-minded elderships 
search out a mission field, plan a pro
gram of evangelism, and then recruit an 
evangelist to go. Sometimes a single 
church will receive support from many 
congregations and administer them and 
accept responsibility for the work. 

Productive work has resulted from all 
of these methods, but none has proven 
to be free of problems. Is there a best 
method? I don't know. Certainly the 
2,000 year-old concept of a church send
ing out missionaries Paul, Barnabas and 
Silas is a scriptural, time-tested method. 
We obviously have great leeway and 
may choose many expediencies to carry 
out the lord's work. 

From the standpoint of personal and 
observed experience, I fully believe that 
the eldership, with advice and consent 
of their membership, and based on ade
quate investigation and study, should 
decide the place, the cost, the man and 
the methods to be employed. This im
plies heavy personal involvement, self or 
mission school instruction, travel by the 
elders and other members, as well as 
considerable expenditure of funds. But, 
if one considers the enormity of the cost 
of the abortive or failed mission efforts, 
this becomes a reasonable part of the 
expense of preaching the gospel to a lost 
world. 

There has been a general withdrawal 
of churches and their elderships from 
foreign evangelism in the past several 
years. Possibly this is due to widespread 
political turmoil in Africa, South America 
and both the Near and Far East. But it 
seems to me that there is a waning of 
interest as well. One can look at church 
budgets and their local activities and 
recognize that preaching the gospel of 
Christ is not their primary goal. A church 
that has a budget that supports several 
full-time ministers, including one for 
music and another for youth activities 
and others with vague responsibilities, 
are not as a rule going to have a serious 
commitment to mission work or any 
other kind of evangelism. In fact, with 
some outstanding exceptions, the bud
gets are more often inversly related to 
evangelism and the number of con
versions. You remember, some people 
came to Jesus one time and wanted to 
follow him, and accepting their offer, 
each one in his turn said, "let me first" 
do thus and so. Of course, Jesus re-

buked them. But members und churches 
today are putting this same excuse ahead 
of everything else-"let us first" build 
our new auditorium, let us first build 
our education building, let us first build 
a good. y~uth pro?ram, let us first carpet 
our bulldmg, get mvolved in counseling, 
etc., and evangelism is set aside until the 
very last of all priorities. 
. Unti.l the church has leadership that 
IS motivated by a fiery zeal to save souls 
and to let this purpose dominate the 
work of the church, we are not going to 
make an impression on the world we 
live in. 
. Evaluating a particular mission point 
mvolves a comprehensive study of the 
following factors: 

1. living conditions-cost of food 
and housing 

2. availability of medical care 
3. health hazards 
4. availability of food 
5. school opportunities for children 
6. religious climate as to predomi

nate religions, legal restrictions on 
religious activity; attitudes of other 
religious groups such as Roman 
Catholicism 

7. political climate including likeli
hood of revolution, civil war or 
guerrilla activities 

8. availability of residential visas and 
requirements 

9. type and cost of transportation and 
fuel 

10. an evaluation of the receptivity to 
the gospel and the development of 
a detailed plan and methods to be 
used, realizing that these may need 
to be reevaluated at any time. 

Once all of this information is available, 
then rational decisions are possible and 
real planning can begin. 

The congregation must become in
formed, interested and involved. If this 
cannot be accomplished, the effort 
should be exexamined as to feasibility. 
Mission exangelism by money only, 
without personal involvement of the 
members, is not likely to be very suc
cessful or long-lasting. 

Ideally the preacher being sent by a 
congregation, I believe, should spend a 
minimum of six months working with the 
supporting congregation to become an 
integral part of the congregation. He 
should become appreciative of its mem
bers, their problems, their potential and 
become known and loved by them. This 
period also is an opportunity for the 
elders, mission committee and members 
to be able to assess the prospective mis
sionary. 

It is vital, in my opinion, particularly 
in underdeveloped areas, that the pros
pective missionary and his wife be sent 
for a period of six weeks to three months 
to the field, preferably to serve under an 

(Continued on page 10) 
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THE ElDERSHIP AND THE 
MISSIONARY 

(Continued from page 9) 
experienced missionary so th at they may 
gain some realistic insight in to the kind 
of life they arc preparing to enter. Thi s, 
again, is expensive but far less so than to 
have the fami ly return home in less than 
six months having spent many thousands 
of dolla rs w ith no accomplishments, or 
perhaps hindering wo rk already in 
progress. 

For a moment I would like to discuss 
the eldership lsl ro le in se lecting an evan
gel ist. Not everyone w ho presumes to 
enter the mission fie ld is mentall y, 
emot ional ly o r even physically equ ipped 
for the wo rk. Men who have no t been 
successfu l in local preaching or secular 
work shou ld be careful ly evaluated. 
Some decide on foreign evangelism from 
a real or imagined sense of gui lt, sub
jecting themselves in a form of penance 
or martyrdom, sometimes subconscious
ly. These should not be sent. There are 
some w ith a histo ry of emotional or 
mental instabi li ty and these individuals 
will not withstand the stress of the mis
sion field. There are also men who are 
having serious personal and marital 
problems fo r w hom the foreign country 
represents an escape. Obviously most 
peopl e carry their problems with them. 
There are others who consider working 
in th e mission field as an opportunity 
to "see the world," and their primary 
interest is in traveling to as many di f
ferent areas as they can. 

There are also preachers who want to 
go to the miss ion fie ld so as to be inde
pendent of any eldership, or w ho, 
whi le not going for that reason, are in 
fact not wi l l ing to be answerable to an 
eldership. Whether these men should be 
evangelists I cannot answer, bu t it cer
tain ly is unw ise fo r an eldership to sup
port such a man if it expects to be in
volved in any w ay other than writing 
checks. 

There have been effo rts to evaluate 
the prospect ive missionary w ith a battery 
of psychologica l testing procedures. 
These are at present experimental, and 
I am not one w ho has great faith in this 
area. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2 , 1982 

Send for DrocTwre. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901 ·761 -1350 
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There are th ree requirements th at 
outweigh all other considerations: 

1. The man and his wife must be 
dedicated, faithfu l, mature Chri s
tians w ith a zeal for the souls of the 
lost world and a love of people. 

2. He must be a serious student of the 
scriptures. 

3. He must be wi lli ng to work and 
live under adverse circumstances 
in order to serve Christ. 

M uch is being wri tten and sa id today 
about preparation for foreign evangel 
ism. We have schoo ls of missions in our 
universities and preaching schools. Some 
of our faculties have laid great em-

phasis on anth ropology and cultural 
stud ies. Mission methods receive great 
attention w ith those of the Fuller Semi
nary regarded as most authoritative. 

There is as yet insufficient evidence to 
show that this training background is any 
more successful than any other, and the 
time and expense has deterred and dis
couraged many. 

;=-·- ·- .. rH"E"sc'H"ooLroo·v-o-w-·-·"'·i· 
!
0 Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. ,. 

Qual ify to be a f ull-time PERSONAL WORK· 

' 

ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send -
for details to School o f Personal Evange· f 

I 
lism. at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman I 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn .• 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·883 1 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 
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THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April 15-18, 1982 

THEME: "TRUTH AND ERROR IN CONFLICT" 
THURSDAY, APRIL 15TH 

1:00 p.m . ...... The Limits of Fellowship .................... Bobby Cullum 
2:00 p.m . ...... " Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge" .......... Johnny Ramsey 
7:30 p.m . ...... Critica l Assumpt ions of t he Bales Posit ion ....... Jerry Moffitt 
8: 15 p.m .... ... Neo·Pentecosta lism .. .. . .... ...... . . . ... .... . Pat McGee 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH 
8 :30 a. m ....... The Issue of the Versions ..... ... ... . ... .. .. Richard Black 
9:30 a.m ... .... The l ,OOO·Year Reign .. .... . . . ............ Wayne Jackson 

10:30 a.m .. ..... Abiding Restoration Principles ........ .. .... .... Pat McGee 
1:00 p.m . .. . ... Saving the World While Losing the Church ...... .. W. R. Craig 
2:00 p.m . .. . ... Church Discipline ...... .. ... ............ .. .... Gary Ealy 
7:30 p.m . ...... The Authority of t he Bible ...... ............ Johnny Ramsey 
8:15p.m ....... The Existence of God ................. ..... Wayne Jackson 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH 
8:30a.m . ...... Liberalism- Threat To World Evangelism ......... Ira Rice, Jr. 
9:30 a.m . ...... Basic Arguments for the Deity of Christ . . . . . . . . . . Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m ....... The Authority of Elders ...................... Fran k Dunn 
1:00 p.m . ...... "Imputed Righteousness" ........ . ......... Gary Workman 
2:00 p.m . ...... The Eldership-Critical Problem Today ......... William Cline 
7:30 p.m ....... The Crossroads Philosophy ........ .. ......... . Ira Rice, Jr. 
8:15p.m ....... The Inspiration of the Bible ......... ...... ... Guy N. Woods 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH 
9:30 a.m ... .. . . Proper Concern for Truth ............... ... .... Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m ....... The Holy Spirit in Conversion .... .... .. . ..... Guy N. Woods 
-Congregational Meal -

2:00 p.m . ...... Questions and Answers ........... ... .. . .. .. Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m . ...... Problems Relating to the Home Today ..... . .... Wi ll iam Cline 
7:00p.m . . . . . .. Evolution-Threat to the Faith .......... •. ..... Roy Deaver 

DAILY: Thrust Debate Forum .. . ... .. ... .. 3:00 p.m. 
Congregational Singing .... . . ...... 7:00 p.m . 

***"'*** 

Accommodat ions in homes of mem bers 
Vans, sel f-contained campers welcomed 
Exhibit space available-on prior approval 

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Aust in, Texas 78745 

PLAN TO BE WITH US! 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1-year intensive Bible study 
2nd-year graduate level, opt ional 

Call or Jerry Moffitt, Director 
write: Bobby Cullum, Dean 
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FENCE-BUILDING 
(Continued from page 3) 

worked out in detail. That is w hy Jesus 
stressed that character precedes and de
termines conduct, and why he constantly 
preached about making the reign of God 
effective in shaping one's li fe. However, 
when a person becomes accustomed to 
letting other.s set fences for him then the 
sort of moral exercise needed to develop 
ethical judgment is thwarted. 

Because of the inherent tendency of a 
respec t for law to turn into · legalism, it 
·is essential that those of us who rever
ence the wi ll o f God, as expressed in 
his commandments, be carefu l lest we 
overzealously bind our own personal 
fences upon others. Fences are essential 
to god ly living; but, th e only kind of 
fences that ultimately result in genuine 
mora l development are those w hich we 
voluntarily accept for ourselves as per
sonal guides for conduct. Coercive 
fence-building inevitably results in in
creased conflict, resistance, and resent
ment among those w ho are struggl ing 
for their own independent moral re
sponsibility before God. 
Southeastern Biblica l Institute, 3545 
Chestnut Drive, Doravi lle, Georgia 30340 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE 
(Cont inued from page 4) 

told the apostl es: " He that receiveth you 
receiveth me" (Matt. 10:40). He later 
sa id: " He that receiveth whomsoever I 
send receiveth me" (John 13:20). 

loyalty to Jesus Involved 
Since Jesus recogn ized the authority 

of the Old Testament scriptures, since he 
taught that those w ho receive the 
apostles receive him, we then concl ude 
that Jesus recognizes the entire Bible as 
authoritat ive. Our loyalty to Jesus is thus 
involved in our recognition of the au
thority of the Scri ptures. By ·recognizing 
the authority of Scripture we recognize 
the authority of Jesus. Our acceptance 
of Biblica l autho rity is involved in our 
acceptance of Jesus as Lord . 
Oklahoma Christ ian College 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler , Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For In formation Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Dir ector of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training 
• Accredited Faculty 
• 185.000 volume Library 

• Scholarships Available 
Hncludmil BEOG, 

• State Licensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facili ties 

• 1200 Periodicals 
• University Level Study 

• University credit available upon completion 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subiects 

loe D. /ones, Director 
Harding University, Box 939, S.orcy, AR 72143 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY Is committed to 
the belie f tha t truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. s hould be pu rsued 
rele n tles sly: that re ligious commitmen t. 

whic h is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excelle nce: a nd that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An ln troduciion to Seauer College 
which desc ribes the academically selec tive 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
University. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollm en t of 2200 students with 36 majors 
in Business Admin is tra tion. 

Communicat ions. Huma nities/F'Ine Arts. 
Natu ral Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. President 
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REALIZING JUSTICE IN 
RESTORATION: (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 

words w ith all that can stan d in the 
way of a rea l profound solidarity with 
those who suffer ... from misery and 
injustice ... to be converted is to 
know and experience the fact that, 
cont rary to the laws of physics, we 
can stand straight, according to the 
Gospel, only w hen our center of 
gravity is outside ourse lves (Guiter
rez, pp. 2-4-205). 

Difficult .questions must be posed 
concerning li festy le as individual dis
ciples. The strategies of local churches, 
mission endeavors, universities and col
leges, the brotherhood as a w hole need 
to be subjected to careful scrutiny in 
li ght of God's commitment to justice. 
The role o f th e American bel iever in th e 
world of polit ics needs serious attention 
and cons iderat ion in view of existing 
threats to life in our world. The un ique 
freedom and opportunity we enjoy po
litica ll y shou ld be viewed as a gift ready 
to be harnessed for the ca use of justice. 
To pursue justice demands th at we 
abandon a single issue poli tica l orienta
tion in favor of broader interest in all 
social issues relat ive to the establ ishment 
of justice in li fe. Local churches need to 

develop "doctrines of benevolence" for 
their communities, especial ly at this 
time of real location of public fu nds 
which wil l p lace many people (especial
ly the aged, women and chi ldren) in 
desperate l iving si tuations. 

Action must be the essence of dis
cipleship for our day. One act born of 
fai th, hope and love committed in our 
world to th e liberation of persons from 
whatever dehumanizes and preven ts 
their seeking and l iving accord ing to the 
will of God w ill prove more sign ificant 
than al l our theories, theologies, and de
bates. To act is to recapture and re
kindle God's goal that we would realize 
justice in restoration. 

33 0 S. Plano Rd., Richardson, TX 75081 

SCHOLARSHIP MADE AVAILABLE 
Students at Abilene Christian Uni

versity may now apply for scholarship 
assistance from the James H. and Minnie 
M. Edmonds Education Foundation, 
based in Houston. 

To be considered for a scholarship an 
applicant must demonstrate financial 
need, a clear educational goal, and the 
desire, talent and abil ity to complete 
that goal. He or she must have a mini
mum "B" average or rank in the top 
one-quarter of his class. 

Further information can be obtained 
from the ACU Financial Aid Office, Box 
8288, ACU Station, Abilene, Texas 79699. 

----o----
Note to subscribers : Please g ive your old 

address as well as you r new address when 
you move. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 ' t 

t 
i 
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HIGH SCHOOL DAY 
BIBLICAL STUDIES CENTER 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 
MARCH 6 & 7 

T he Biblical Studies Center at U.T. Austin is sponsoring our Annual High School 
Day Saturday and Sunday, March 6 & 7. We hope you can join us on either or both 
of these days. We will have fun and fellowship, group discussions, excellent speakers 
(Dr. Tony A sh and Dr. James T hompson) , good food, and entertainment. Please 
put these dates on your calendar. 

T he good folks a t U niversity Avenue Church of Christ will house you Saturday 
night if you would like to stay for worship on Sunday morning. Saturday lunch will 
be hosted by University A venue Church in our Biblical Studies Center. Saturday 
evening the meal will be Dutch treat. Sunday breakfast will be served. 

Please let us know as soon as possible how many from your congregation will 
a ttend, and if you will be here Saturday or Saturday and Sunday. The high school 
students join with the university students in hopes that you will attend. May we 
hear from you? 

BIBLICAL STUDIES CENTER 
ESTABLISHED 1917 

1909 UNIVERSITY A VENUE 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 

512-477-5701 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 2. 1982 



BAMMEL CHURCH CELEBRATES 
TEN YEARS 

On February 7, 1982 Bammel Church 
in Houston, wi ll celebrate its 1Oth an
niversary. The theme for the occasion 
wi ll be "Celebratin g Ten Years to His 
Glory." Six special speakers wi ll speak 
to different groups during the Bible 
school period. joe Barnett to the men, 
Peggy Blanton to the women, Bill Moody 
(the Singles Again), Mike Washburn (the 
college-professional age), AI Pickering 
(the teenagers), and Kurt Picker (grades 
5-8). A numerical goa l of 2002 has been 
set. Dr. Joe Schubert, pulpit minister of 
the congregation, w ill speak at the wor
ship assembly which wi ll be fo llowed 
by a catered lunch on the ground. 

On the first Sunday of February, 1972, 
132 persons met in Spring High Schoo l 
for the first worship assembly of what 
was to become th e Bammel Road 
Church of Christ. Howard Kel ley and 
Bob Stover, who were servi ng as elders 
at the Heights congregation, constituted 
the first eldership for the new congrega
tion. LaGard May, a Christian business
man, was engaged to preach until a full 
time minister could be secured. In Ju ly, 
1973, Dr. Joe Schubert was secu red as 
the first full-time minister of the con
gregation and he is the only pulpit min
ister who has served the Bammel 
Church, the congregation has today ap
proximately 1,100 members. 

On july 20, 1977, the congregation 
gave a record $1.1 million contribution 
to pay for a larger meeting place enabl
ing the weekly contributi ons to be used 
for missions and evangel ism. 

HOMECOMING 
NICEVILLE, FLA. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1982 
We cordially invite all former mem· 

bers and friends to attend. Two wor· 
ship services will be provided for your 
convenience at 8:30 and 11:00 A.M. 

This is also the 20th Anniversary of 
the Terry D. Hanna Jr. family and con· 
gregation working together. Terry will 
speak at both services. 

Our gortl for flttemlrmce thflt dtl)' 
is 1 ,005. 

...._....._.~._........_._.... _ _.. ___ • ._....... • .-•• ~--·--·-.__...·----..__..-_.._... ___ ._.._... • ._,... • ..,J 

~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
t Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
\ 2811 Columbine Place, Nash ville, TN. 37204 ~ . ~ ~ Over 300 Stock ~~~~~~s) ~e;~~~~;:teet Your Needs ~ 

'--·_.·-·---·----·.._.......,_....._,..,_ ......... ..._,....__.._~·-·---._.._.~-·~-·-·-~ 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 Y EAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Perso11al TV' orkers, 
Elders and Deaco11s 

Optional 2 nd Yea r of Graduate Stu dy 
For In formation Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cu llum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Ma nchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

A two-year c:urriculum fo1' evcmgelizcttion cmwng a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins SefJ!emb er 1982. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 ·34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792·5191 

• In-depth study of the history, relig ion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Ch inese Church Of Christ in 

Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U .S., Canada, and Asia (42 .5 milli on 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

················································································~···· ·· · 
• Sun day through Wednesday Congre gational 

''SINGING EMPHASIS W'OR.~~HO~S'' 
( 605 conducted i n thirty states from coast to coast-~2,000 parttctp.atmg song dt ~e.ctors.) 
Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically , Aesthetically and Spmtually 

: , •• urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449· 1202 

: ... 9-································ ······ ········································~;i;J 



DISCIPLES OF MOMUS 

(Continued from page 8) 

error was love for these individuals and 
·not as a factious man, Titus 3:1 0. One 
says, "Yes, but we must keep the church 
pure." The fault finders often find them
selves allowing only the ones they be
lieve to be pure into the church. They 
·set aside the word of God to please 
those they think might support them. 

What are we going to do to help these 
people? The following might help you 
in dealing with disciples of Mom us. (1) 
Impress upon them the importance of 
examining self and spending less time 
picking at athers' faults. (2) Spend time 
with these people, and everytime they 
bring up a negative remark about the 
church you bring up two positives. When 
.they want to tattle on others, tell them 
about some good work that is going on 
in the church. (3) Get them to spend 
more time in evangelism and in edifi
cation of other members. The more time 
spent in these areas, the less time they 
will have to be following Momus. (4) 
Teach them that "a better world starts 
with me." They might be the ones that 
need to change and not others. 

As Christians we want to help others. 
Our hope and ardent prayer is that we 
can change this negative attitude into a 
positive one. let us set out to help those 
who have become disciples of Momus 
without becoming his disciples our
selves. 

P.O., Box 7111~ Sonora, Ca 95370 

George Tipps, 301 High Woods, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76112: Ten have been 
added at Meadowbrook the past two 
weeks, with seven having been bap
tized and three having placed member
ship.· 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum Fo:- Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPUCA TIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERJITURE DEGREE 

Thition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
spedftc areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

feoutbtastern Jiliblical 3Jnstitute 
:5545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia .30:540/ 404-458-76:51/~. Dale McDaniel. Director 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1980 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a li111ited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Teus '18'16'1 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas·76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 2, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Des ign ed especially to accommodate con C'rcgntions 

advertising meeting places, preacher s seek ing worl_c or congrcga.tions seeking preachers . Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CH URCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF DIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-P ersonal E\'angc1ism-blissions 
Exceptional Curriculum for W omen 

,.approved for Veteran's t raining" 
Leonard M. Gray- Director 

(303) 986· 5800. 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOil'l' HOOD - J{ILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church or Chr ist 1505 S . 'I'rlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Mini ster. P h o n e 
634-6012. Sun. 9 :30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P .M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLOilADO 80228 
LA.REWOOD CHUilCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youn gtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Serv ice Times 
'l'rnnslalion for Dcnf. Terry Cartwr igh t. m inisler 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N~ing St., corne1· of 
f rving & Arlington ntvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient t o 
nation's capital & hi!itoric N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10 :30 A .M .. 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9: 30 
A.M. Sun ., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transport.ntion
direct ions ph. 528-0535. Wors hip with us--Enjoy n 
S1>iritu:.tl Feast. 
C ll.'lTHA!\1, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. N O RTHERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW YORK C ITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201 - 635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIS'I', 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alnaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alnskn 990 10. 
Phone 272-7 584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y A.REA::.,S,:;C::,I;;I,;:O,:,O;.:L;:.-.,O=F:-:::PiJl=, ""E=-:A.:-:C;;l::I:-:I::::N::cG;::--
11300 DubUn lload 

P lensnnton, Cnllfornl'n 94300 
J ames W. Fer guson, Sr., Directo r 

NOW WORSHfP ON I SLAN D OF KAUAI, 
H A WAIL Ph. (808) F22-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H auaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
967<16. 

WHEN YO U V ISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. R easonable rates . Fo r 
more information call 6 15-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Dell fi e ld Rd., Knoxville, 'fenn. 

37922. - --=-=:-:-=-=:=-:=---=7'::'===:-:-----
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORN IA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th a nd Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 
G: OO P.M. 

Ministers: Lcwi~ Frisby, 714-622-2586; 
Paul HaTJ>er, 4 73-8228. 

------=M;,E,;T;:iRi::-0~-DENVER AREA 
Engleworyd Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Loga n 303-789-4749 

Mnc Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAJNE- 241 Center St .. V.F.W . Hnll. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visit.ars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. IUorl':'nn Ave .. 
U.S. 460 Enst Oppo,.fte li:-JIInrt. Office 477-
:1271. Dohby 'Vncle, Min. 470-4056. 
Bristol, Virginia, Easl Bristol Church of Ch ris t just ofi 
1-81 between Exi t 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenne th Ch ambers, Ministe r. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's H ome is currently hiring child 
care •t.~ff. (Christia n couples . ) Good pay and bene
fits . If interest.erl. cont.nct Steve Ber ;!mn n. Execu .. 
tive Director . a t P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688 . 
or rnll 707/44S-~557. " 
RELIGfOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. W ayne Stet>hen • . 
Also wantecl MrCiintock & Strong Encyclopedia. 
P.O. Box 285. Shawnee. Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN C ITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Chrl~t. Come v lslt u s. Phone 714-679-1010. 
LET US SHARF. WITH YOU Sermons, L ectures. 
and 'Vorkshop lessons on c•assct tcs from our Nalionnl 
'J'npe LcndinJ! Libral'v. Hillc,·cst Church of C hl'i st. 
Gl7 Bacon. Abilene . Texas 79601. Write for det a ils . 
,\UDIO VISUAL supplies and equipment. Write for 
free catalog or conran Hemp W. Hall 21 4-832-4476 
Ha ll Pu blishing House #16 Cerrato Texarkana, Tx 
75501. 

CH U RCH OF CHRfST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los An{<eles 90004 
Sundny : Classes l OAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers : Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
'l"e l. (2 1 ~ ) 463-6352 

Wanted : full time local preacher for small conp.rega
lion located in Central Texas. Excellent church build
ing and preachc1's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Wo uld like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church or Chris!, 
Rosebud, Texas 76570, Box 544. 

Y UJIA, AlliZ,. 651 ,V, !!8th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6: 30 p.m. P h. 344 - 3750 

i'R(ACHER WANTED-US Mili tary congrega tion in 
Kaiscrslautcrn, Germany seeking m inister for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Su mmer or 1982. rour year 
comm itmen t required. We ll established congregation, 
self-supporting, located in largest US communi ty out
side USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 AI'O N.Y. 090 12. 
FULL-TIM E PR EACHER WANTED. !' lease call AC 512 489· 
2382. Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
MINISTER WANTED. Small congregation. Three bed
room mobile home furni shed . Salary open. Wri te 
Springer Church of Christ, Box 354, Springer, Oklahoma 
734.>8. 
Picayune, Miss. con gregat ion, located near the Mis 
s issippi Gulf Coast, seeking lon g- term, full time 
mi nist er. Offering individua lized salnry and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in g rowing com
munity of ove r 12.000 people. If inte rested send 
comprehens ive resume o r call area code 601-798-8181 
o r 601-798-08 12. Add ress r esume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Scalcreat Dr .. Picayune, Miss. 3~466 . 

CHILD CARE STAFF/ HO USEPARENTS 
Christian couples needed fo r campus program with 
three cottages. maximum seven children per cottage. 
Age range usually 5 to 18. Housing, u t ilities. plus 
child care allowance per child furnished. Assistance 
given in securing employment for man. Professional 
consultation and in-service training available. Join us 
in a beautiful rura l sett ing 35 miles west or Washing
ton, D.C. Contact Phil Higgins, Director, Church o f 
Christ Children's Home, Box 9, Gainesvi lle, VA 22065 
or ca ll collect 703-754·8516. 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to re locate in south 
fo r health reasons. Curren t health fin e but doctors 
says move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Chris!, Muskcgor., Mi. 
Call 616-773-6395 . 

CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
F U LL TIM E EVANGELIST. HO USE PROV IDED 
AND SA LARY N EGOTfABLE. P LEASE SEN D 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CH URCH OF 
CHRfST. BO X 444 . FALFURRfAS , TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 51 2/348-:1005. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES- write fo r free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
The Church at Canyon Lake, Texas needs a min iste r 
by Feb. 15, 1982. Inquiries should be addressed to 
Canyon Lake Church Of Christ, Rre. 7, Box 171 E, 
Canyon lake, Texas 78130. Or an interested Minister 
could call the following men. 
AI Frakes, Sr., 699-2093 (51 2); )oe Elrod, 899-2308; 
C. E. Hyatt, 899-2214. 
"Do you want a challenge in the beautiful 50th state? 
Associate m inister wanted for congregation of 15 
Christians with n o e lders. Needs to be self-molivating, 
mature in the faith. and very evange li ~ tic. Ho usinA ;:~nd 
ut iltics provided, but must obtian own sup port. Good 
position fo r retired or sem i-retired person. If interest
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Strecl, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (808) 935·6917." 

PREACHER NEEDED: 
A small rural congregation or aboul twenty members, 

six miles S.E. o f Eastland, Texas is in need of a preach
er with most of his support to move into our commu
nity and work wi th us. We have a new three bedroom 
brick home and a nice, adequate meeting house. 

Those inte rested contact the e lders: H. C. Jo rdan, 
Rt. 1, Eastland, Texas 76448; Phone : 817-629-8137 or 
W. E. Reynolds, Rt. 1, Carbon, Tx. 76435; Phone: 
81 7-639-2561. 
Used Book List. Free. Varner's Bookstore, 102 Laramie 
St. , Marietta, O H 45750. 
"Want to buy used Bible Call equipment. Contact 
Chuch of Christ 805/845·1945." 
ATIENTION: If you or members of your fami ly wili 
be s lat ioncd a t the Navy Air Station, Kingsville, Texas, 
please notify us. 

Chu rch of Christ 
1'. 0 . Box 886 
Kingsvi lle, Texas 78363 
Phone 512/592-2865 or 512/592-0466 

Rifle, Colorad o . Central Church oC Chrb t, Chcs 
Wooten, Min ister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
t imec; and place of c;crviccs. 
Information on ALASKAN and OVERSEAS jobs. $20,000 
to $50,000 per year possible . Call 602-998·0426 
Dept. 566. 
Mis5ion area Congregation in need of minister. Church 
in college town in beautiflll Black Hills. Would like 
minister by Spring of '62. Partial support or part-time 
employment helpful. Church of Christ, Box 2&, Spear· 
fi sh, so 57783. 

Preacher Available 
Desire wo rk with congregation seeking steady long
range growth. (xpcricnccd in preachi ng, educat ional 
m inistry, and counseling and possessing strong p er
sonal work and leadership capabili ties. Call Will 
Moyers at 1-817-927-7·t16. 

Minister available, 1973 graduate Sunset School of 
Preaching. Has large family. Call 1 -218-732-5105 or 
write Church of Christ, 503 N. Main St., Park Rapids, 
Minnesota 56470. 
"SINGLE, 20 YEAR OLD man presently seeking work 
after feb. 1, 19U2. Have been Youth Minister for 
church or 275; can preach. References, Experience, 
Energetic. Want ro serve the Lord's Church. Will 
travel anywhere in the Uni ted Stares. Contact A. 
Peters at (915) 643·2504. Church of Christ, 900 Early 
lllvd .• Early, Texas 76801." 
WANTED: (xcellent American Standard Concordance. 
Price? Mack Srirman, Rt. 1 Box 232, Chi lton. TX. 76632. 
A small school in Pcscara, I taly, run by missionaries 
seeks mission-m inded Christian school teachers to 
teach in an intcrn.1tional school situation. Opportunity 
to reach daily Bible lessons to class. and to be a real 
in fluence, rnakcs the job a true sat is(;,ct ion. Applica
tio ns arc being accepted for both e lementary and 
secondary school. 1 caching couples wishing to do 
missiomvork wou ld be ideal. Write for further details 
and application forms. Pantcrra American School, 
Contrada San Martino 35 Marina di Citta Sant Angelo 
ltalia (PC). 

INVESTI GATE ! The F irm Founclntlon 
trleJJ to screen nclvertblng, nnd will not 
knowingly t nke queHtlonnblc nclvertlslng. 
Dut It l r< the rende r's rest> On!llblllty to ln
veHtJgnte. LlJcc uny o1Jae r t•DJJer, \VC ftome
time" mnvlt11ngly run an unworthy nd. 
A..8 the old s nylng goe11, before you Invest, 
luvcstlgnte l 

George A. Bryan, Oklahoma City, 
Okla: " The cliu rch in Bombay, India will 
conduct a gospel meeting in th e Indian 
Merchants Chamber (across the street 
from Churchgate Station) in Bombay 
from March 7 to March 'I '1, 1982 at 1900 
hou rs daily. Gordon Hogan of Singapore 
will preach. 

The Bombay church was established 
in 1964 by American vocational mission
aries but since 1970 there have been no 
American brethren present. The W ilshire 
congrega tion (400 East W il shire, Okla
home City, OK 73105) has supported 
the work in Bombay since 1965. 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUCLITO NAVAJO CHILDREN' S HOME i• ac
cepting applications for houseparents and relief· 
house1>arcnts. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacalion and days oH. For additional information 
and application forms contact )oc H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer U, Gallup, NM 8730 I or call 1-SOS-863· 
5530. 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous em·ollment :uitJJ 

two plmJS to choose from 
GHOUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GHOUP ANNUITY 
RETIHEMENT PLAN 

GUAHANTEEO ISSUE 
Lll'E INSURANCE 
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LOYD NEAl RUTLEDGE (left) accepts th e Ten th A nnual Out
standing Christian Service Award from North eastern Christian 
junior Coll ege Pres ident, l arry Roberts at a special dinner on 
the college campus November 6. Ru tledge, after 39 years w i th 
San Antonio Public Serv ice Co. moved to New York City to 
serve the Manhattan Church as an e lder, and to supervise the 
church exhibit at the N.Y. World 's Fai r. Rutledge has been a 
tower o f strength to the church throughout the Northeast. 

Austin, Texas, February 9, 1982 
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Church Planting 

It is a stran ge and almost sacrilegious th ing to say, but 
we do not look for too much growth in the great ma
jori ty of our presently existing congregations during the 
next two decad es. True, populations wi ll shift and a few 
w ill grow- largely at the expense o f others, but our 
church p lans are not now orientated toward church 
growth. We would not be afraid to prophesy that more 
of our congregations that exist today w ill die than wi ll 
grow in the next 20 years-we mean, really grow, not 
just swell. 

This is not to prophesy that the church as a w hole w ill 
no t grow. We bel ieve i t w ill, but i t w ill grow from church 
planting rather than church bui ld ing. We are doing 
practically nothing to build churches, and seem bent on 
crucifying the few that are. 

Another strange thing to say is this: it is our convic
tion that possib ly the majori ty of congregations we now 
have were either started by women o r nurtured by them 
unti l men took over. Dear reader, think of the congre
gations w ith w hose origins you are fami liar. How many 
of them were the result of a fam ily moving into a com
muni ty where there was no church and the woman of 
the family kept inquiring, pushing, advertising and en
couraging until a small nucleus was gathered? 

The church grows from church plant ing. And we have 
just about quit plan ting churches. We are educa ting our 
young preachers to fi ll existing pulpi ts rather than to 
p lant churches. The number of preachers we have or 
need is regulated by the number of existing pulp its 
rather than by the world's need for the gospel. 

We are grow ing a generat ion of church members in a 
very mobi le world. Who, when they move into a com
munity without a church, simply disappear. They either 
quit entirely or bring themselves and their children into 
some existing denomination in the town. It does us no 
good to vehemently deny it. The obvious facts are there. 

The average chu rch is reducing its in terest in " for 
others" and is proclaiming the doctrine of " for us." We 
even heard recently an elder say that the church's f irst 
duty was to itself. We fear for a church w ith th is philoso
phy. Search the annals of history and you w ill find that 
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God never let a church grow at home that lost i ts interest 
in the great commission. The church's f irst duty is to 
preach the gospel and plant chu rches-not to satisfy its 
selfish wants. 

Whatever church growth there is in the next twen ty 
years w ill come f rom the relatively few congregations 
that are interested in church planting. When the preach
ing min istry of the church is centered in professional 
ministering to people p leas ing goups, in a job security, 
fri nge benefit situation, the chu rch w ill d ie. Preachers 
ought to be taught to create pulp its rath er than f i ll them. 

If surveys are correct, over 18,000 congregations have 
shrunk to less than 10,000 in the past 20 years or so. If 
there was an ounce of church p lanting vision among us, 
we could turn that 10,000 congregations in to 20,000 in 
the next twenty years. So long as i t takes 6,000 members 
of the church to send one missionary we probably won' t 
p lant 10,000 churches. Th is is a problem that every 
group of elders should search thei r souls over. 

Someth ing is out of joint w hen the emphasis is on 
merger rather than church p lan ting. Churches announce 
that they are going to merge for all sorts of reasons. We 
are susp icious that the real reason most of them merge is 
to survive, or else to provide themse lves wi th an honor
ab le way to quit business. Most mergers fo llow the pat
tern o f d inosaurs-they get b igger before they go under. 
The elements that made them need to merge w ill con
tinue to destroy them. The urge to p lant new churches 
has disappeared. Wou ld i t not be better for two churches 
to multip ly to four than to shrink to one? 

There is only one reason in t he world, so fa r as we 
can see-why churches have qui t growing. They have 
lost their church planting zeal and have taken up house
keeping operations. Jesus cursed a f ig t ree because i t 
bore nothing but leaves, we have so many barren 
churches and so li ttl e frui t ! There is grave danger that the 
Lord might cu rse us w ith jealousy and division until we 
die out. Then he might raise up in our place a people 
who wou ld be the Israel of God-he has done it before. 
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Should We Start Another Movement? 
T . B. C REWS 

Time has proven, " Religious movements begin in caves and 
die in cathedrals." Thus we might also say, "When bui ldings 
become monuments, they become tombs, and the dead are 
buried w ithin them." History w ill reveal, "Movements have a 
tendency to become stalled by a set of human ru les, which 
set th em apart, more bound by creeds of men, than the truth 
of God." 

Are we dying in cathed rals? Have w e gone furth er than 
this? A re we dead in our tombs? Cou ld it be that we have, 
wtihout realizing it, become " Pharisetica l," as we have bowed 
to a set of unwritten rules. Every denominational group today 
is bound by its own set of rul es. W hat about the church? Any 
man who has been a member of the church for a wh ile can 
sit down and make up a l ist of more than one hunred things 
over w hich we argue, and in some cases made into bin ding 
regu lations. It is very li kely that we have pushed some with 
views di ffering to ou rs into corners, from w hich they have 
emerged w ith their sympathizers to start another splin ter 
group. In most of our southern cities of any size there are 
several ch urches w ith the sign out in front "Church of Christ." 
On the surface they are the same, but in practice there are 
many differences. In this our striving has been toward build
ing up th e local church, almost w ithout any consideration at 
all for other loca l groups. 

I have always leaned toward the conservative views as I try 
to live w ith my own conscience. In this I f rankly admit that 
I might have been a party to the shoving of some out of our 
circle because they didn't go along with our views. Looking 
for motes, whil e ignoring the beams, has blinded us many 
times I'm sure. There have been "Flies in th e ointment," but 
the question is, "who put them there." 

It has been very difficult for me to go along w ith th e wave 
of emotional ism, leaning toward the "charismatic," wh ich is 
now sweeping through the church. My fear is, many do not 
know the difference between emotional ism and spiritual ity. 
Yet, it cou ld be, that our world and its problems; the fact that 
we have fa llen into a deep slumber that has us looking as 
dead; and our young desperate ly reaching for somethin g we 
haven' t offered, brought on this emotional outbreak. Praising 
the speaker via clapping of hands is becoming common place 
at workshops and lectureships. How long w ill it be before it is 
common place in our regular assembl ies? Is this beginning 
of a new movement? For one I'm not ready for this, BUT, can 
we suppress the need for some kind of personal out let, by 
shutting off every valve? 

Give a little though t to where we are and w hy. I per
sonally sa id, several years ago, "Our youth camps will 
even tually help to change the mode of dress in our regular 
services." Why? When our youth camps began most of them 
had dress codes for devotionals and worship periods, or at 
least the camp I was associated with had such a code. As t ime 
passed these dress codes were removed. Th e children, wor
shipping at cam p as they were, came back home and did the 
same. Soon blue jeans, t-shirts w ith wording on them, the in
creased use of pant sui ts, and general unco nce rn for neatness 
became a common practice. And so we argued, " It isn't what 
we have on the outside that counts, but the heart." 

A few years ago I made another prediction. I said, " What 
is being done at most youth meeti ngs wi ll bring up a gen
eration of young couples who w ill think that an emotional 

response, and the front pew is the answer to every problem." 
Why did I say that? Many speakers at youth gatherings seem 
to be more intent on total public response than the over all 
good they cou ld do. Taking advantage of the young and 
tender minds, they did practically no real teachi ng, but used 
death bed scenes and emotiona l stories, to fi ll up the front 
seats w ith young people confessing th ings every one of us 
could confess every time we meet. 

Now these emotional prompted young people are our 
young parents. Must we now start a new movement, to ac
cept this radical change in our appeal? You wrestle with your 
conscience, I will wrestle w ith mine. Are we, through these 
new changes, burying ourselves deeper in our tombs, or is 
th ere a sp iri t of revival? 

Now let us be real istic. Dare look at history. W hen the 
movies became America's number one form of entertain
ment, churches of Christ all over the Un i ted States took a 
f irm stand against Ch ristians going to the picture shows. Now 
we even take groups to them, and rent movies to show ou r 
own youth. When mixed bathing came to he forefront, we 
fought it tooth and toenail. Though not yet accepted com
pletely, many youth groups go mixed bathing today. Some 
churches (denominations) take bus loads to swimming pools. 
When T.V. came on the scene, i t had to be the work of Satan. 
Even visual aids, requiring films were fought by some. I know, 
I was there. Fell owsh ip Hall s! Oh no, never! BUT---- -?? 
Slowly we added staff members, educational directors, youth 
ministers, personal evangel ists, single ministers, assistant 
preachers, ministers of concern, you name it we have it. What 
has been the ultimate result of all these changes? M ust I go 
into details? Look back a li tt le, look at th ings today, and visual
ize what it wi ll be tomorrow. We do need some kind of 
movement, but w hat? 

Somehow we m ust return to the joy of being a Christian; 
thrilled by our relationsh ip to God, Christ and the Holy Spi rit; 
overwhelmed by the ki ndred-ships we enj oy as brethren in 
Christ. The inward, selfish, personal, egotisms we are apeal
ing to in many places, must be overth rown as we seek to 
motivate through love and fa ith. Satisfaction should come 
from the joy of serving; beauty from the sweet fellowship we 
have one with another; and confidence from knowing that we 
are properly re lated to God in Christ. Our bellies and our 
bodies must become less important, and the heart re -elevated 
to its proper place. Th e growing idea of the church building 
as an entertainment center, must be replaced in the minds of 
the misled, as it becomes the center of spiritual activi ties. I 
am not suggesting that the bui lding becomes a sacred shrine, 
but it does need to be thought of a place where heaven is our 
goal, rather than earth and th ings. Fai th, love, concern, long
suffering, etc. must again be thought of as the levels we reach 
for rather than emotional ism and momentary outbursts. 

Yes we do need a movement, but are the movements afoot 
throughout the brotherhood the answer to our needs. Those 
w ho demand a " Noth ing negative from the pupi t," approach, 
must not be allowed to dominate our thinki ng. 

Yes, we do need to think posi tively, but not to the condon
ing of sin an erro r. 

Buses and fami ly centers have become means to an end, 
but there is no way they ca n replace the cross of Christ as the 
center of attraction. 

In too many places one wou ld th ink that programs, bui ld
ings, fe llowsh ips, budgets, size of staff, etc. were the drawing 
power, AND I MUST ADMIT THAT IN MANY CASES TH EY 

(Continued on page 11) 
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W A LK. WITH THE M A STER 

AMAZING GRACE-

Unearned Salvation (4) CLIFTON ROGERS 

One of our beloved preaching brethren said i t th is way, 
"When you stand before God in judgment, you wil l not be 
saved or lost because of anything that you have done, or not 
clone; salvation wil l be by the grace of God." Another, also 
before a large assembly, expressed a simi lar thought, " I don't 
have to satisfy God. I accept the satisfaction of God. I don't 
try to satisfy him. I just try to love him." Concerning "good 
works," a related thought was, " I serve him because I am 
saved, not in order to be saved." W hat is your, reaction to 
such statements? I' ll share mine w ith you. 

When properly unders tood against a background of careful 
teaching those statements were intended to emphasize the 
cardinal truth that each one of us is saved by grace through 
faith, and that not of ourselves, i.e., " i t is the gift of God; not 
of works, that no man should glory" (Eph. 2:8, 9). What 
gratitude and joy fill our hearts in that realization! What a 
motivation to faithful, loving service that is! But when I heard 
those expressions there was no balancing with the need for 
obedien t faith. Surely I must not be too cri tical, for any of us 
can understand that the time limitations of a single sermon 
would not permit a full discussion of all aspects (for example, 
this is my fourth lesson to appear in the Firm Foundation on 
the one theme of "Amazing Grace"). Yet, having been reared 
in religious teachi ng that insisted on faith-only salvation, and 
once-saved-a lways-saved, I strongly hoped a balanced view 
wou ld have been presented. Certain ly we can't earn our salva
tion, nor can we by our goodness warrant God's grace. How 
we do cringe from any legalisti c concept that leans in that 
direct ion. But how we do also fear that hearers-especially 
the young-will be inclined to feel that nothing is expected 
as obedience of fa ith in order for them to be saved. A very 
rea l danger is that a hearer can be far removed from a li fe of 
chaste living and zealous service and yet feel quite com
fortable in h is or her re lat ionship to God. Sure ly "God loves 
you in spi te of any sin you have commi tted" does not mean 
that a license to sin has been granted. For the untutored, 
" Because he is in Chris t . . . there is no sin, and no sin im
puted" can be interpreted very loosely as " indulgences." 

Purified People 
Here is an excellent " balancing" passage: Titus 2 :1 4-

"Who gave himse lf for us, that he might redeem us from al l 
in iquity, and pu rify unto himself a people fo r hi s own posses
sion, zealous of good works." 

Saved from Sin. " He gave himsei f fo r us, that he might re
deem us from all in iqui ty." We are saved from sin. Teaching 
about sin has taken place, the means to salvation has been 
made d istinct, the ca ll to repentance has ru ng out-the of
fered salvation has been claimed on the Lord's terms. (This 
we have studied in a previous lesson.) Salva tion by grace 
th rough fai th is a personal reali ty ! 

Continuing Purity. "And purify unto himsel f a people for his 
own possession." Purified people! How blessed i t is to know, 
" If any man sin, we have an Advocate w ith the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation fo r our sins" 
(1 j ohn 2:1, 2). Even wh ile wa lking in the light we sin (see 
1 j ohn 1 :6-10), but " i f we confess our sins, he is fa ithful and 
righteous to forg ive us of our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness" (verse 9). Christ alone is our propitiat ion. 
So, as quoted earlier, th e good brother could say, " I accept 
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the satisfaction of God." And in that sense, he cou ld also say, 
" I don' t try to satisfy him." Yet there is further teaching on 
the subject. Continuing purity also depends upon " i f we con
fess our sins"-upon god ly sorrow, upon repentance, upon 
confessing sins and asking for forgiveness. In this sense, I am 
endeavoring to please him. This is not just a matter of my 
loving him because he has continued to cleanse me in the 
precious blood of jesus. It is also my loving desire to walk in 
purity of life. Afterall, " If ye love me, ye wi ll keep my com
mandments" (John 14:15); "And this is !ove, that we shou ld 
walk after his commandments" (2 john 6). To walk in purity 
of life is not just a sweet impu l~e or a strong desi re, it is the 
Lord's standard for his purified people : "As chi ldren of 
obedience, not fashioning yourse lves according to you r for
mer lus ts in the time of your ignorance: bu t l ike as he who 
called you holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of 
living; because i t is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy'' 
('I Peter 1: 14-16). This is a fundamental part of pure religion 
(James 1·27). This is the Lord's will and it must be the Chris
tian's commitment to life (see 1 Cor. 9:27; Gal. 5:16-25; Col. 
3:5-17). Sinners can't come into Christ's kingdom accom
panied b) their sins (they have died to them, Romans 6:1-7; 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11), nor can they enter the ete rnal heavenly 
kingdom having lived in sin as "Christians." Walking in the 
light involves "buffet" and " Put to death" on our part, as well 
as mercy and forgiveness on the Lo rd's part. It involves "con
fess" on my part, as well as "faithful" on his part. 

Zealous of Good Works 
We remember from th e read ing of Titus 2:14 that we are 

saved from someth ing (al l iniqu i ty) and that we are saved 
for somebody (Jesus). Yes, and we are saved for something
"to be zealous of good works." How strong the motivational 
gratitude is! Because he is our Savior, how eagerly w e serve
how energetical ly, how joyful ly. That's why our brother could 
say, " I serve him because I am saved, not in order to be 
saved." A ll the good works of a li fetime couldn' t earn even 
one little corner in heaven! A ll of us sure ly must understand 
that. Yet repeated scriptura l exhortat ions are given to com
mand and motivate us to zealous service, wi th our expec
tancy about God's bless ings and the heavenly " reward" relat
ing to our faithfu lness of service. Consider: 

Liberality Rewarded. "But I say, He that soweth sparingly 
shal l reap also sparingly; and he that soweth boun tifully shall 
reap also bounti fully" (2 Cor. 9; read also vs. 7-11; Matt. 
6 :33; Phil. 4 :18, 19). 

"Laying Up in Store." " Write, Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord from hencefo rth : yea, saith the Spiri t, that they 
may rest from th ei r labors; for thei r works fo llow w ith them" 
(Rev. 14:13); "Charge them that are rich in this present world, 
that they be not highminded, no r have their hopes set on the 
uncertainty of riches, bu t on God, who giveth us richly all 
th ings to enj oy; that they do good, that th ey be rich in good 
works, that they be ready to distribute, w il ling to communi
cate; laying up in store fo r themselves a good foundation 
against the ti me to come, that they may lay hold on the li fe 
which is li fe indeed" (1 Tim. 6:17-19; see also Matt. 6:19, 
20; 25 :31 -46). 

So, say w ith the apostle Paul and w ith me, "Wherefore also 
we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be w el l
pleasing unto him. For we must all be made mani fest before 
the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, acco rding to what he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:9, 10). Confident sense 
of security, YES. Comfortable lukewarmness, NO. 
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The Way It Was- in Alhambra MA L COM F . HI NCKLEY 

Have you had occasion to look at 
some old snapshots or view newsreel 
footage on TV going back to th e early 
1900's? Everything looks so different
cars, houses, hai r styles, clothes. 

But these arc only externa l appear
ances. In a deeper sense, w hat was li fe 
like in the first quarter of this century? 
More specifica lly, w hat was it like at 
church? Though I was only a lad then, 
I can remember how it was w here I grew 
up in Cali fornia. It may even mean 
something to you, as well as helping 
your perspectives, if you know, too . 

It was December o f '1919 w hen my 
parents, Charles and Muriel, moved to 
Los Angeles from Detro it. I was then a 
boy of five. Churches were few and far 
between on the West Coast, but a long 
drive in our model T through Coyote 
Pass took us into the city to one of 
those congregations. The one at Sichel 
and Al tura Streets. This church house 
had been bui lt in 1910, and on March 
6th the first services were conducted in 
it. 

Little could I know that someday I 
would grow up, go away, get married, 
have a son- nearly lost to cancer as a 
child, but prese rved by the Lord-and 
that he wou ld be preaching so many 
years later in that very same bui lding. 
Preaching in Span ish, because t ime has 
changed so many things, including the 
neighborhood around that bui ld ing. 

In the summer of 1921 a new congre
gation began in Alhambra, w hich was 
closer to our home. It commenced on a 
Sunday morning in a large tent pitched 
on the northwest corner o f M ain and 
Atlanti c. G. W. Riggs, a short, ro tu nd 
Irishman who had come from Tenn es
see, was the preacher. He started some 
15 congregations in a similar way in 
Southern Cali fornia. Brother Elmore led 
the singing. The tent " floo r" consisted 
of sawdust shavings spread on the di rt. 

After this beginning, the. fl edgling 
congregation rented a hall on the thi rd 
floo r of a red brick building on the 
southwest corner o f M ain and Stoneman. 
The bricks I recall because they were a 
rari ty for Southern Cal ifornia. The thi rd 
floor I remember, because there was no 
elevator (no one had even heard o f an 
escalator). So we met in the Scriptural 
" upper room" and trudged those th ree 
flights of sta irs to every service. 

On Saturday nights the same room 
was used as a dance hal l, so you can 
imagine what cleaning up was like when 
we got there on Sunday morning before 
services could begin. 

Two of the songs I remember from 
then were " At the Feast o f Belshazzar 
and a Thousand of His Lords," and " The 
Half Has Never Yet Been Told." 

Pennies were stil l worth something 
then so they regularl y appeared in the 
coll ~ction. A do lla r bill was " fold ing 
money," and truly a big gift. The men !el 
us boys exchange Linco ln head pennres 
for the Indian heads which we re al
rea dy growing scarce. 

Somewhat later, lo ts w ere purchased 
at th e corner of Alhambra Road and 

El ectric Avenue. A foundation was 
poured, lumber was bought, and on 
Memorial Day of 1922 members of the 
congregation and brethren from all over 
the county buill the entire church house 
in one day's time. There was a picnic 
lunch, under pepper trees, and other 
features of earlier-ti me church ra isings. 

After the frame went up, the roof and 
siding went on. For the sides we used 
boa rds about three inches w ide, whi ch 
had a grooved overlap. When th ey were 
to be nai led, the men chased us boys 
away from the sides so th ey could 
ach ieve a wo rkma n-like standard. Bu t 
w e simpl y we nt to the front of the bu i ld
ing that faced right on the street and 
wo rked there. Years later, our healthy 
hammer-head marks still showed in the 
white painted wood. 

When all of us quit work that night, 
the last nai l had been driven. We closed 
the w indows, locked the doors, and the 
Lord had anoth er house of worship. 

O ur " pews" were homemade pine 
benches. I recently saw some l ike them 
in Merida, Mexico while attending The 
Pan American Lectu reship. They were 
nothing li ke as comfortable as the up
holstery padded pews arc today. It was a 
tri bute to the determination o f worship
pers that they sat in them through ser
mons much longer thnn those w e arc 
now hcuring. M any a pai r of trouser ~ 
or hoi~icry was snagged on the spl inters 
that were a par t o f such a bench. Later, 
whi le in high school, I became still more 
intimately acquain ted w ith those bench
es as I endlessly moved them to sweep, 
for I was now the church jani tor. I was 
paid $ I 0 a month and w ith that money 
bought al l of my cloth es. 

On cold · mornings I rode my bike 
some three mrles to light the gas heaters 
w hich wou ld break th e chill. There were 
no th ermostats. And in the summer 
th ere was no such thing as air condition
ing. It was a matter of opening the win
dows to let in a breeze, o r use a hand 
held fan. The latter was a cardboard 
piece mounted on a wooden stick, and 
generally furnished by courtesy of the 
local funeral parlor or ice company, 
w hose advertisement it bore. 

When we prayed in the serv ices, 
everyon e knelt- men, women, and chil
dren. There were no pads f0r our knees, 
nor even ca rpeted floors. But those 
prayers rose from earnest and sincere 
hearts. They were meaningfu l and they 
were moving. 

We had no preacher. Men of the con
grega tion, my fa ther among them, took 
turns speaking. Dad also led singing 
most of the time. And if a sign needed 
painting, he'd undertake that, too. The 
sign read ing Church of Christ that was 
placed over the outside entrance was his 
work. It consisted of carefully painted 
black block letters on a long narrow 
white background, framed painstakin gly 
w ith a b lack painted wood tri m. If the 
platform need ed a chai r, he bought i t 
with h is own fu nds, took it early and 
placed i t there, then drove away and re-

turned later so no one would know who 
gave i t. 

In my sloyd class at school I bui l t two 
curved shelves which went in either cor
ner at the speake r's end of the building, 
and a tabaret in fron t o f the pulpit. They 
were for the flowers w hich members 
brought every Sunday. 

When we met for Bible classes, we 
cou ld have four of them, because the 
building had four co rners. Later, red 
velour curtains would be purchased and 
strun g on a w ire to partition the audi
torium into four parts for classes. That 
took care of th e sight problem, but not 
o f the sound problem. When the cur
tains were pulled back and ti ed to the 
wall, the auditorium was ready for our 
wo rship service. Children in class got a 
Sunday School card w ith a color picture 
on th e front, and the lesson text, with a 
chosen golden text to memorize on the 
back. 

Meeting times were standard every
w here. Bib le classes at 10:00 a.m. and 
worship at '11 :00. Evening services on 
Sunday, Wednesday, or any other night, 
were uni form ly held at 7: 30. If we had 
any clock watchers anxious to hold the 
service to one hour, I never heard of it. 
In fact we didn' t have a clock at church. 
We simply fini shed when we finished. 

The Lord's table had white l inen on i t, 
w ith anoth er whi te l inen cloth to cover 
the communion. Women took turns 
doing the launderi ng and i roning. The 
hmthcr who p rc~idcd at the table ca re
fu lly folded the covering cloth, laid it to 
one side, and proceeded. It was not un
heard of to have h im " half-sole" the 
~er mon, for the Supper always came 
aftN the preaching. Th e bread was not 
purchased matLOS, but was baked by 
the ladif's, and was not crisp or cracker 
like. You had to pul l to take a piece of 
it. A nd there were no individual com
munion cups. Instead, two glasses were 
used to serve the audience, one for the 
seab on ei ther side of the aisle. Every
one present drank from on e of th ese two 
containers. 

No one ever heard of a gospel meet
ing of less than two weeks. It w as my 
priv ilege to sit ni ghtly close to the fron t 
row and hear such men a~ ). Emmett 
Wainw right and C. L. Wi lkerson preac~. 
They brought first princip le and doctrr 
na l sermons, bu t th ey had real meat in 
them. They used blackboards and cha r~s 
and diagrams as they spoke, and to tillS 
clay 1 can still " see" some o[ _those 
charts. By the time they had frnrshed, 
even a boy knew what God said in the 
Book. 

We had other memorable speakers, 
too. There was old Brother Sheriff w ith 
his wal rus moustache, on hi s way as a 
mi ssionary to far off Africa. And the 
revered T. B. Larrimore spoke. He was 
recovering from an illness, and. so 
preached his en ti re sermon seated 111 _a 
chai r facing his audience. That made rt 
all th e more memorable. 

On Wednesday n ights, even though 
they were call ed prayer meetin gs, we 
studied the Bib le. A class of adults, and 
us child ren, wen t through G. Dallas 

(Continued on page 12) 

5 [85] 



Fundamental Error of 
Premillennialism JAMES o. BALES 

The fundamental error of premillennialists is that they 
made up their minds before God made further revelation of 
his mind on the matter. Man cannot know the mind of God 
except as God reveals his mind through the Spirit through his 
prophets (1 Cor. 2:10-13). God does not obligate himself to 
reveal his entire will in one revelation to man. He has revealed 
himself from the beginning of time and his revelation to man 
on this earth culminated in the revelation through his Son 
and his covenant. The next revelation comes with the appear
ance of Jesus Christ and our entrance into eternal life. 

It is always wrong to make up your mind on the basis of 
incomplete information and refuse to revise your under
standing when you have additional information. To prove 
something on the basis of the incomplete is to prove it too 
soon and to end up not with proof but with error based on 
incomplete information. The premillennialists are not the 
only ones who do it. Everyone of us has done it. However, 
the premillennialists have been consistent and persistent in 
making up their· minds too soon. They think that God's 
veracity binds him to fulfill what are in reality their misinter
pretations of the incomplete information pertaining to 
promises. 

First, they believe the promise of the land to Abraham and 
his seed was based on one condition, i.e., that Abraham leave 
the land of his father and go into Canaan (Gen. 12:1, 7). 

The one condition having been met, no further conditions 
are laid upon Abraham; the covenant having been solemnly 
established is now dependent upon divine veracity for its ful
fillment." (John F. Walvoord, "The Millennia! Kingdom," 149.) 
If Abraham had reasoned as they reason, and had made up 
his mind on the meaning of the promise and refused to modi
fy his view in the light of later revelation, he would have con
cluded that he himself, in his mortal life, would inherit the 
land (Gen. 12:1, 7; 13:14-17). However, when Abraham asked 
for assurance that he would inherit it ("whereby shall I know 
that I shall inherit it?" Gen. 15:8) the land God promised 
"thee ... to inherit it " (15:7), God told him he would not 
inherit it but would be 11buried in a good old age," and 11Unto 
thy seed have I given this land" (15:15, 18). He did not inherit 
any of it (Acts 7:5). If Abraham had made up his mind that 
he would inherit it in this life, he was shown that was not 
what God meant. He had met the one condition and if he 
had been a premillennialist he would have told God that 
God's veracity was at stake unless the same Abraham, in the 
same mortal frame, who went out from the land of his father 
inherited the promised land. To make up one's mind on the 
limited revelation (Gen. 12:1, 7; 13:14-15) was to arrive at 
the wrong conclusion. 

Second, if Abraham made an irrevocable decision, as to the 
meaning of the promise as it concerned the meaning of his 
"seed," when God said he would give the land to Abraham 
"and to thy seed for ever" (Gen. 13:15), Abraham would have 
misinterpreted the promise for the complete revelation con
cerning his seed had not been made. (1) He would have con
cluded that not only he but all his seed from the first child 
onward would inherit the land. But Abraham did not, nor did 
his seed for over four hundred years; as he was informed in 
a later revelation (15:13, 18). (2) He would have concluded 
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that all of his seed would inherit the land for the original 
promise made no distinction between Abraham's seed who 
would inherit and those who would not inherit. Later revela
tion made clear that his seed through Hagar would not inherit 
(Gen. 17:18-21; 21:10-12), nor did Esau (Gen. 25:22-23; 
28:13). Ishmael and Esau could have argued, on the basis of 
the incomplete revelation, that God's veracity was at stake if 
they did not inherit the land. However, they would have 
proved too soon, before additional information was given, 
their heirship. 

Third, Abraham could have concluded that the generation 
of his seed that left Egypt after four hundred years would 
inherit the land (Gen. 15:13, 18; 19:1-5). However, because of 
rebellion those who were twenty and older fell in the wilder
ness and did not inherit the land (Heb. 3:12-4:2). 

Fourth, Abraham could have concluded that once his seed 
was in the land, as promised in .Genesis 15:13-21, they would 
never be cast out of the land because they were to inherit it 
forever. However, since the Exodus, Abraham's seed has been 
out of the land a lot longer than they were in the land. Why 
did not "for ever" cover "for ever" from the time they 
entered? 

Fifth, Abraham could have thought that his physical seed 
would never be disinherited, but their rejection of the Son of 
God led to the kingdom being taken from them and given to 
the spiritual seed (made up of believing Jews and Gentiles) 
the church (Matt. 21 :43; 1 Pet. 2:5-9). Those of his seed who 
are not Christ's, but only his physical seed, are lshmaelites not 
Israelites (Gal. 4:2-31). 

God's eternal scheme of redemption unfolded in the gos
pel dispensation (Eph. 1 :3-14), and as always the earlier reve
lation must be understood in the light of the later revelation. 
The earlier revelation makes clear (in the Old Testament) that 
premillennialism is wrong, and therefore the Jews could have 
known that Christ had first to suffer and then to enter into his 
glory (Is. 53; Lk. 24:25-27; 1 Pet. 1 :10-12). The nature of the 
Old Testament promises as they concerned the Messianic age 
are unfolded in their fullness in the New Testament. The pre
millennialists draw their conclusion concerning the kingdom 
on the basis of their understanding of the Old Testament 
revelation and refuse to revise them in the light of the New. 
The New has no land promise to Israel nor any promise to 
Israel (except judgment) apart from the gospel of Christ which 
is preached in this present age. They are as blind as Abraham 
and his descendants would have been if they had based their 
conclusions, concerning the land promise to Abraham and 
his seed, on the basis of Genesis 12:1, 7; 13:14-17 and made 
the later revelations conform to their interpretation of the 
earlier and incomplete relevations. 

If someone complains it was not fair to make an earlier 
revelation whose full meaning was not revealed until later, the 
sufficient reply of the believer is: "Nay but, 0 man, who art 
thou that repliest against God?" (Rom. 9:20). This does not 
mean God is arbitrary, but it does mean that even if it seems 
so to man he has no ground on which to challenge God. 
Besides, the believer is willing to correct his misunderstand
ing of the incomplete revelation when he has received the 
later revelation. The full revelation is found in the New Testa
ment. We who have the full revelation are without excuses 
for viewing things only in the light of the incomplete revela-: 
tion. Those who lived under the incomplete light had to go 
by the light they had and to exercise care lest they read into 
God's revelation something which was not there. This caution 
is also necessary for those who have the complete revelation. 
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Vocational Evangelism (1) CARL MITCHELW 

World evangelism is the challenge of 
the Church in this and every generation. 
The times change, but the task of the 
Church remains the same. As one looks 
bark through history, it seems that only 
the Church of the first century really met 
this challenge. Since that time, Satan has 
worked very effectively to keep the 
world in darkness and in sin. 

With the great population growth ex
perienced in the 20th century, the di
mensions of the task of world evange
lism have become more awesome than 
ever. Note the following quotation from 
the Christian Service Corps Question 
and Answer Booklet: 

The clock is ticking. Every two sec
onds five babies are born; 135 per 
minute; 8,100 per hour; 194,000 per 
day. The highest rate of population 
growth is in predominantly non
Christian areas. But the church 
throughout the world is growing only 
one tenth as rapidly as the over-all 
population. As a result, statistically 
speaking, Christianity is becoming 
more of a minority faith. In 1900 
Christians constituted about 35% of 
the world's population. By 1960 the 
Christian population had declined to 
30%. By the end of this century Chris
tians will make up only 20% of 
mankind. 

Here the term Christian is used to indi
cate all those (both Catholic and Protes
tant) who have some kind of belief in 
Christ. When one looks at the world in 
terms of the simple plea for non-de
nominational Christianity, then the situa
tion is even more bleak! 

One thing that is especially discon
certing is that many articles seen in 
print offering this or that solution to the 
Jack of world evangelism, seem not to 
grasp the true nature of the problems 
involved. In a pamphlet published by 
Wycliff Bible -Translators, entitled "Two 
Thousand Tongues To Go" it is pointed 
out that there are more than 2000 
tongues into which the Bible has yet to 
be translated. Admittedly these are often 
in remote areas of small population, but 
the article states that the total amounts 
to more than two hundred million per
sons, a composite equaling slightly less 
than the population of the United 
States. In addition, it is reported that 
approximately two thirds of the world's 
people are totally unevangelized. That 
means they have not been approached 
by any religious group that claims a 
relationship to Christ. I calculated that if 
three billion people passed by a review
ing stand at the rate of one thousand 
per minute, it would take over five years 
and eight months for them to pass. 

All of this indicates that something 
must be done by the Church which is 
considerably greater than anything en
visioned or accomplished in the past, if 
the Church of this generation is going to 
evangelize the world. Quoting again 
the Christian Service Corps booklet, 
"This crisis calls for creative thinking, 
new methods and new approaches." 

It has often been true in history that 
established practices have blinded man
kind to solutions that otherwise would 
appear obvious. This seems to be the 
case in the instance of world evangelism. 
Whether one likes to admit it or not, 
preaching has been so professionalized 
that automatically, the vast majority of 
the Church is excluded when the uni
versal mission of the Church is con
sidered. When a congregation decides to 
do foreign missionary work, it dips into 
the already depleted pool of "full-time 
preachers." When one considers that 
more than half of the pulpits in the 
United States are without ministers, the 
problem becomes even more complex. 
Obviously, this was not the pattern of 
the New Testament church. Acts chapter 
8 indicates that the first great outreach 
of the Gospel was the work of ordinary 
members. Neill, in his very interesting 
book entitled "The History of Christian 
Missions" (pp. 24-25) loints out that as 
one looks at the tota picture of rapid 
progress of Christianity throughout the 
world of the first century, it is clear that 
a relatively small part of it was accom
plished by the Apostles. The secret of 
this tremendous power is found in the 
dedication of the average disciple of 
Christ to the mission of the Church. 

It might be interesting to speculate for 
a moment as to why the ministry has 
become so professionalized. Could it be 
that Christians have tried to avoid per
sonal responsibility by contributing to 
the support of preachers? 

The true lesson that must be learned 
from the early Church is that the power 
of the Word of God works most ef
fectively when every member of Christ's 
body recognizes and accepts his or her 
portion of the responsibility for world 
conquest. It is imperative that every 
child of God understand that Christ 
comes into the heart of the Christian 
with the burden of a lost world. If that 
burden cannot fit into one's heart, then 
Christ cannot come in. 

Not only is world evangelism a matter 
of life and death for the lost, but this is 
also true for the Church. When a Church 
ceases to be evangelistic, it begins to 
die. Neill, in the book mentioned above 
(p. 438) calls attention to a time. in the 
history of the Orthodox Church 1n Rus
sia when a great spirit of tolerance 
reigned. It was felt that everyone should 
be allowed to believe whatever he 
pleased. The Orthodox Church, of 
course, ceased being evangelistic, and in 
a short time discovered that not only did 
the flow of new members quit coming 
in but old members began to drop out. 
It' was only after a program of mis
sionary emphasis was re-instituted that 
the Orthodox Church was able to 
stabilize itself. 

If the Church is dying in the world 
today it is because of a failure to accept 
Christ's challenge. j. B. Phillips has said 
in his book "The Church under the 
Cross" (p. x), that the Church of the 

20th century could be likened to a man 
suffering from middle-age spread. It is 
fat, contented, and lazy. It appears that 
for many the cross of Christ has been 
made into an artistic ornament to be 
hung on the wall or around one's neck, 
when in reality it was an instrument of 
suffering and torture. 

There are many signs that at least 
some Christians are not happy with the 
lethargy that has crept over the Church, 
and want to do something about it. 
Young people especially are saying they 
have had enough of 11 ice cream and cake 
religion," and desire to go to work. The 
solution to the whole problem is to get 
scriptural. It is time that evangelism was 
put back where the Christ of the New 
Testament put it ..• squarely on the 
shoulders of every member. As the 
Lausanne Covenant declared, "the great 
commission requires the whole Church 
to take the whole gospel to the whole 
world." The purpose of this writing is 
to underscore the need of an approach 
to world evangelism which could 
potentially involve a great segment of 
the Church. This can be achieved by 
instituting again in this century the 
Bible idea of the vocational missionary. 

When Christ chose men to be 
Apostles, he did not choose the religious 
professionals of his day. He chose fish
ermen, a tax collector, a political ac
tivist, and other similar persons. (Of 
course, the purpose of this writing is not 
to discourage churches from supporting 
either local preachers or missionaries, 
but to suggest that something more 
should be done.) It may be objected that 
these men did become "full-time" 
workers. What is true is that the ques
tion of support does not appear to have 
been a key question. Take Paul for 
example. He was frequently supported 
by churches, but on occasion he was 
forced to work at his trade, at times 
earning a living not only for himself, but 
for others traveling with him (Acts 8:3; 
20:34, I Thessalonians 1 :9). What reads 
through very clearly in the New Testa
ment is that a great bulk of the early 
Christians were convinced that the 
world needed the gospel more than any
thing else, and that they were commis
sioned to make it accessible to the 
world. Some went at church support, but 
many more went making tents, or 
doing whatever they needed to in order 
to live while speading the Good News. 

In the early history of the Church in 
the United States one finds a situation 
much like that which occurred in Bible 
times. The evangelists who spread the 
restoration plea across the hills and 
plains of this great land were really 
vocational missionaries. Some taught 
school. Others were in business and 
professional life. Many were farmers 
who would lay in their crops, and then 
hitch up their teams to the wagons and 
hit the gospel trail. 

What is needed in the Church today is 
a revival of this spirit of evangelism. 
There is evidence that members of the 
Lord's body would respond if given the 
challenge. It is said that within 24 hours 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Christianity, History, and Culture MICHAEL W. ENSLEY 

Should Christianity and the Bible be 
viewed through the lens of cultural de
velopment, or shou ld culture be viewed 
through the lens of scripture? Many 
have assumed that the abandonment, or 
at least a major redefinition, of tradi
tional Christian teaching concerning 
God's acts in history was implicit in the 
modern historical method which ex
plained events in terms of natural cul
tural forces. 

This assumption conce rning history 
seems to me incorrect. It is basic Chris
tian doctrine that th ere is a large dis
tance betweer, God and his creation, 
and yet God nevertheless enters human 
history and acts in actua l historical cir
cumstances. The awareness that God 
acts in history in wa~'S that we can on ly 
know in the context of our cu ltural ly 
determined experience shou ld be cen
tral to a Christian understanding of his
tory. Yet, the Christian must not lose 
sight of the premise that, just as in the 
Incarnation, Christ's humanity does not 
compromise his divinity, so the reality 
of God's other work in history, going 
well beyond what we might explain as 
~atural phenomena, is not comprom
ISed by the fact that it is cul tu rally 
defined. 

The history of Christi anity revea ls a 

perp lexing mixture of divine and hu
man factors. The work of David Edwin 
Harrell is an analysis of cu ltural influ
ences on our religious heritage in the 
restoration movement. As such it must 
necessari ly reflect more than a little 
sympathy with the modern mode of 
exrlanatio.n in ter~s of natural histori
ca causation. Yet 1! would be a mistake 
to assume that such sympathy is in
compatible wi th , or even antagonist ic 
to, a view of history in which God is re
vealed in Scripture is the dominant 
force, and in wh ich o ther unseen spiri 
tual forces arc contending. We live in 
the midst o f contests between great and 
mysterious spiritual forces, which we 
understand only imperfectly and whose 
true dimensions we on ly occasionally 
gl impse. Yet , frail as we are, we do play 
a ro le in this history, either on the side 
of the powers of light or on the side of 
the powers of darkness. It is important 
that we learn, by God's grace the vas t 
difference between the real forces for 
good and th e powers of darkness dis
guised as angels of light. 

This vision is the proper context for 
understanding th e historian 's modest 
task of trying to identify the formative 
cu l tural elements that have either prop-

(Continucd on page 10) 

Preacher, Your Wife Needs Help COY D. ROPER 

If I were to give advice to the preacher 
regarding his wife, it wou ld go some
thing like this: 

. If you are not married yet, seek a 
wife who has those specia l qualities i t 
takes to be a preacher's wife. 

If you are married, and it appears that 
your wife lacks those qualities to the 
extent that she may neve r be happy in 
t~e ro le into which your job thrusts her, 
d1scuss the matter with her. The same 
three alternatives lie before you as sug
gested above. 

Help her in her ro le. Help her under
s.tand that she doesn' t have to be ju t 
li ke every o th er preacher's w ife. Help 
her use her talents. Help her understand 
that when she serves as a Ch ristian wife 
and mother, she is serving th e chu rch 
and serving the Lord. 

A lways show love and appreciation. 
Though you may be busy, never be too 
busy for you r wi fe. As a Christian, you 
have a responsibility to be a good hus
band. 

Make sure there is a clear under
standing between you and the church 
where you preach regarding your wife's 
role in your ministry. Any disagreements 
about what can and should be expected 
o f the preacher's w ife should be dis
cussed and settled (between the elders, 
the preacher, and the preacher's wife) 
before the "con tract is signed." If the 
church has expectati ons concern ing the 
preacher's wife that your w i fe cannot, 
for one reason or another, fulfi ll, you 
should not accept th e job. 

Decisions about whether and when 
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to leave a work, and about where to 
work, shou ld be made with you r wife's 
good in mind (along w i th a number o f 
other factors to be considered), and in 
consultation w ith her. 

Keep your wife in mind when you 
discuss conditions of employment such 
as sa lary, vacations, etc. Perhaps you 
could be happy with pennies, but what 
about her? Wives are often more con
cerned about security than their hus
bands; preachers should respect and try 
to prov1de for that concern. The Bibl e 
teaches that you should consider your 
wife>'s needs, not just your own (and 
perhaps it teaches that you shou ld 
consider th em before your own), as you 
1~ake plans regrading where you will 
l1ve, what you will be paid, etc. 

Allow your w ife to th ink for herself. If 
she doesn't sec eye-to-eye w ith you on 
every Biblica l question, it's no tragedy. 
It merely proves that she is a person in 
her own right, capa ble of reaching her 
o~vn conclusions. If the two of you can 
d1sagrce on some questions and still 
live together in harmony, you w ill per
haps demonstrate to the congregation 
how the same thing can happen in the 
church. 

Try to keep your wife from feeling re
sponsible for your mistakes. When you 
goof, that's rea lly not her problem (al
though that 's hard for her to accept). 
Her proper response when someone 
approaches her with criticism of you 
might be: "You'd better talk to him 
about that." 

(Continued on page 11 ) 

"I Was in Prison and Ye 
Visited Me" J . D. FRucHEY 

Since 1856 an immersion (baptism) 
ha.d not occurred at San Quentin State 
Pnson. This no torious prison housing as 
many as 5500 of Ca lifornia's most des
perate prisoners, needed the true re
habilitation that only Christ can provide. 

In late 1967 a few Christians prayed 
that. the doors wou ld open to perm it 
Chnst to be preached and for men who 
recognized their need to be transformed 
by the power of the Gospel. Their plea 
l~ the authorities there was tha t Chris
tians who were " neither Catholic, Prot
estant nor jew" wanted to exercise thei r 
religious freedom and teach a class on 
"Christ ianity" and the Bible as the on ly 
standard of belief. 

After a few weeks, much discussion 
and prayer, combined w i th work and 
coopera tion w ith Department of Cor
rections officials, an orde r was circulated 
to all 1 ~ prison~ in the largest prison 
syste.m 111 Am.cnca to officially permit 
bapt1sms by Immersion and ordering 
that baptistries cou ld be constructed and 
?II other means necessary used to enable 
mmates to obey God according to scrip
ture. 

Inmates at San Quentin dug their own 
baptistry outside the chapel near the 
north w.all out of gran ite making up the 
founda ti On of that 17 foot high barrier 
from Freedom. 

In the mean time, an inmate was 
buried in baptism in a makeshift rubber 
bapt istry on death row; another was 
marched to th e San Francisco Bay in 
handcuffs and baptized. 
. In e.arly 1968 .three inmates were bap

tized 111 the pnsoner-made water-filled 
gran ite b~ptis~ry ~hey had personally 
dug, the f1rst tunc 111 San Quentin's 112 
vear history. ' 

By 1980 over 530 inmates had been 
converted to Christ and buried in bap
tism call ing on the name of the Lord. 

Many more have been taught and 
have converted o th ers in their famil ies. 
Classes on the Bible are taught daily 
by the "growing" inmate co nverts and 
o utside m inisters, deacons and elders. 

Bi ll Dixon, 6'4", a 245 lb., converted 
robber and former gang "Mafia" mem
ber, now after 2 terms in prison, 5 
years o f "Christian rehabi litation" has 
h is own cleaning business in San Rafael 
California ca lled "Squeaky Clean" and i ~ 
one o f many conve rts who now preach 
and teach. This success and conve rsion 
in ~ ide and out. is our example to the 
pnson commu111t y. 

The work is presently under the over
sight of the elders at the North Marin 
Church of Christ, 191 5 North Blvd 
Novato, CA 94947. ., 

This 60 member congregati on is in 
need .or approximately $1000 a month 
for th1s work, and deserves your financia l 
and prayerful support. 

Novato Church of Christ, San Ra fae l, 
California 
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The Eldership and the Missionary (2) 
DR. MAURICE HOOD 

Language study for some countries isculture in Nigeria is impossible, except 
absolutely mandatory, while in others in a historical setting. 
unimportant and in some, detrimental. Nigeria contains more than fifty tribal 

Where there is a single language and divisions, most of which have little in 
English is not in common use, such as common. Therefore, if one learns of the 
most Central and South American coun- Yoruba people he will find that he has 
tries, a command of Spanish or Portu- no knowledge of the lbo the Hausa or 
gese is necessary. Where there are the lbibio. It is not po~sible for any 
multiple langua~es,_ sue~ as West Africa school to teach about every culture. 
and wher~ Enghs~ 1s w1dely used, study 1 am very much afraid that we are 
of a part1cular tnbal language may or producing a separate clergy in missions 
may not be advantageous. just as we have in our pulpits. Had the 

Most of the mission methods of the first century church placed the require
Fuller Seminary are based on the con- ments on the apostles and early evan
cept of the indigenous church and gelists that we are doing, the church 
preservation of cultures, ideas which at would not have spread beyond the city 
best are man-made and not necessarily limits of Jerusalem. 
Biblical nor proven effective. Therefore in selecting a missionary, 

One theologian has said that when his academic accomplishments except in 
the church ceases to be in tension with Bible would not be a high priority item 
the prevailing mentality it is in danger, in determining his fitness for the work. 
and another has said that the church is The wife of the missionary must re
meant to be at tension with the customs ceive consideration also. She needs to 
and traditions of every culture. be as physically and emotionally fit as 

Our Lord phrased it more forcefully in her husband, and as committed to the 
Matthew 10:35, 36: For I came to set a work as he. She will eventually bear the 
man at variance against his father, and heavier burden in trying to make a 
the daughter against her mother, and the home and care for children under ad
daughter-in-law against her mother-in- verse circumstances. 
law; and a man's foes shall be they of Sometimes in the school of preaching 
his own household. or mission school, great zeal is generated 

The best preparation for the man with and maintained by being in the company 
the requirements 1 mentioned earlier is of others with similar goals and sur
to learn cultures and methods first-hand rounded by men of great ability and 
in the field under an experienced mis- commitment. This zeal many times 
sionary. This will teach specifics where evaporates under the rigors of life and 
the school can only teach in generalities. the isolation in a foreign country. For 
He can see anq learn of cultures by living this reason, as well as for increased ef
with the people and not in the abstract. ficiency of effort and joint activities, it 

Cultures are changing so rapidly in may be better for more than one family 
most underdeveloped nations that no to share in a work if this can be arranged. 
school can possibly stay abreast of what The 11team approach" has been effective 
is current. and under most circumstances, is proba-

Nigeria, where 1 have been privileged bly the wisest approach. Let's assume 
to visit repeatedly, has over the past ten the decisions of location and family have 
years changed in that short period from been made and plans are being final
a bush, or rural culture, to an urban one. ized. These must include a clear working 
Village and family structures have been arrangement and funding. The duties of 
disrupted. The influx of oil wealth has the evangelist should be clearly under
produced a wild, uncontrolled effort to stood by both parties, and preferably put 
live the materialistic life of the western in writing. Even a contractual arrange
world. Rock and roll has largely re- ment may be used. 
placed tribal music. Christianity and in- Responsibilities of the missionary in-
digenous religions have been abandoned elude: 
by many. The goevrnment on the other 1. Hours of work-specified 
hand is making a major effort to pre- 2. Vacation periods 
serve indigenous customs, religions and 3. Methods to be employed-and 
ways of life, and have become much changes to be proposed and ap-
more opposed to missionary efforts. proved by elders 

The universal public education has re- 4. Duration of period of service 
suited in disastrous breakdown of family 5. Form and interval of reporting to 
structure and traditional morality. At elders and congregation 
each visit I am surprised by the enormity Responsibilities of Elders: 
of change. 1. Transportation to field and return 

The point of this is that teaching about 2. Salary (realistic, based on economy 

of country, not America) 
3. Housing--current level 
4. Health insurance 
5. Automobile 
6. Annual visit by elders or mission 

committee members 

A realistic approach to finances is 
necessary. The money exchange rate, the 
annual rate of inflation in the foreign 
country, and the value of the American 
dollar must be dearly known and sup
port and working fund must be appro
priately planned. 

Another critical aspect is long-range 
commitment. One or two year commit
ments are essentially useless. Many 
missionaries have had support reduced 
or discontinued with a few week's or 
month's notice, or with no notice at all. 
Sometimes families have been left 
stranded overseas without travel funds 
or even money for food. A missionary 
overseas has no possibility of raising 
additional support from the field, and 
has no way of leaving his family while 
he returns. He usually has no funds for 
travel in this country and limited con
tacts. 

A loose relationship between the sup
porting church and the missionary char
acterized by a monthly contribution in 
return for a mimeographed report or 
cassette at 4-6 week intervals, and where 
the eldership is unable to exercise any 
control or have an input, and where 
neither is desired, is not likely to be one 
with firm commitment in either di
rection. 

Gerald Paden, in a study several years 
ago involving most of the mission points 
of the brotherhood, made some interest
ing observations. First, a missionary 
when initially reaching the field, has a 
high level of zeal which quickly erodes 
under the influence of loneliness, cul
ture shock, inexperience, ineptness and 
communication difficulties. By the end 
of the third month his zeal is essentially 
zero, and this figure parallels his effec
tiveness which has ben extremely low 
since he arrived. If he becomes too dis
couraged and comes home before the 
end of the 29th month, experience has 
shown that he will not ever return to 
the mission field, and is essentially a lost 
cause. However, if he perseveres and his 
faith remains firm as the months pass, 
his level of effectiveness and compe
tence begins to rise and his zeal slowly 
returns. If the family can weather this 
initial period, it is from this group that 
the long-term, successful evangelist 
comes. Approaches and methods earlier 
planned may need revision, more help 
may be needed, more money may be 
needed, a better form of transportation 
may be indicated. Self-analysis should 
be often and objective and all his con
cerns should be shared with experienced 

(Continued on page 11) 
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CHRISTIANITY, HISTORY AND 
CULTURE 

(Continued from page 8) 

erly shaped or distorted our understand
ing of God and his revelation. Since 
God's work appears to us in historica l 
circumstances where imperfect humans 
are major agen ts, the act ions of th e 
church are intertwined with cu l turally 
conditioned factors. The theologian's 
task is to try to establish from Scriptu re 
criterai for determining what, in the his
tory of the church, is truly the work of 
the Spirit. The Christian histo rian takes 
an opposite approach. W hil e he must 
keep in mind cert ain theological crite
ria, he may refrain from expl icit judg
ments on what is properly Christian 
while he concentrates on observable 
cultural fo rces. By iden ti fying these 
forces, he provid es materia l which in
dividua ls of va ri ous theological persua
sions may use to help distinguish God's 
genuine work from practices that have 
no greater authority than the customs o r 
ways of th inking of a particular time and 
place. How one judges any religious 
phenomenon w ill, however, depend 
more on one's theo logica l stance than 
on one's identifi ca tion of the historical 
conditions in w hich i t arose. 

More specificiall y, to point out how 
the Restorati on movement was shaped 
by historical circumstances is no t to 
place that movement in any special cate
gory in the history of Christianity. Since 
God works among imperfect human 
beings in histo ri ca l settings, " pure" or 
"perfect" Ch ristianity can seldom, exist 
in this world. God, in his grace, works 
through our limitations; for that ve ry 
reason we should ask for the grace to 
recognize what those limitations are. 
So we ought to ca refully identify the 
cultural forces which affect the Resto ra
tion movement. 

In church histo ry, many authors have 
pointed to the intertwi ning of Chris
tianity wi th the various " isms" of the 
times-nationalism, socialism, individ
ualism, liberalism, conservatism, subjec
tivism, common-sense objectivism, ro
manticism, relativism, cultural optimism, 
cultura l pessimism, intellectualism, anti
intellectualism, and so forth. The Re
storation movement has incorporated 
some of these into itself. Yet, God can 
work through such combinations. Chris
tians' trust in God may be mingled or 
confused wi th some culturally formed 
assumptions, ideals and values. Inevi
tably, it will. The danger is that our 
culturally defined loves, allegiances and 
understandings wi ll overwhelm and take 
precedence over our fai thfu lness to God. 
So the identi fication of cu ltural forces is 
essent ially a const ructive enterprise, 
with the pos itive purpose of finding the 
gold among the dross. 
Western Christian College, N. Weyburn, 
Sask, Canada 

- ---<>•--
SINGLES RETREAT EAST 

Th e theme of the third sp ring singles 
retreat at Camp Manatawny near Read
ing, PA is th e book of Ephesians. Pre
senting lessons on this book wi ll be 
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Neal Pryo r of Hard ing Unive rsity. He will 
also give a special presentat ion on the 
woma n's role in the church. 

Kitt rell, Muriel McConnon, Owen D. 
Olbrich t, Alice Mae Peacock, and Fred 
Wheeler. 

The date for the retreat is Apri l 30-
May 2. 

The retreat is being put together by a 
steering committee consisting of Don 

Anyone who would desi re further in
formati on should write: Singles Retreat 
East, 525 Pincus Ave., Northfield, NJ 
08225. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDD IE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Ful l-Time Course No Tui tion 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bib le Emphas is; Practical Train ing Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qual i fied Facul ty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Info rmation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

t'DI"IU~'DES OF {;JIIUST-
ST1'T": 0"' c;~\LII<'Oil~l ~\ 

I f you ha1·en't check ed with us-you may he paying roo nwch 
for your insurance.'.'/ 

W e will pro1•ide quotes for: A II ty pes of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

AddiTional programs for , health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either ca ll or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCEAGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

LET US SHARE OUR PREACHING STAFF WITH YOU 
... ON CASSETTE TAPES! 

Allen Tappe David Mahan Bill Luttrell Terry Bell 

HEAR EIGHT SERMONS PER MONTH THROUGH OUR 
NATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

(Send long, self·addressed, stamped envelope 
for full particulars.) 

CCC C SOUND SERMONS ) ) )) 
HILLCREST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

617 BACON STREET 
ABILENE, TEXAS 79601 
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SHOULD WE START 
ANOTHER MOVEMENT? 

(Continued from page 3) 
HAVE BEEN JUST THAT. No wonder we 
have a mill ion and half or more bap
tized believers who n ever darken the 
door of the buildings we meet in . We 
can' t have a successful movement domi
nated by a set of rules, based upon our 
personal opinions. Neither can we have 
one based upon the tendency to take 
more and more steps toward the preci
pice of no return. 

I chall enge our brethren all over this 
n ~ tion, to take inventory. Really look 
w1th concern into this matter of where 
we are and how we got there. Do not 
look w ith gloom, but w ith hope. The 
~nswer is still Christ, but putting him 
mto the background, and self out in 
front is ~~t th e answer. The greatest 
opportun1t1es we have had since the 
earli est history of the church are now 
being o~fe red, but if we take advantage, 
what will we be leading people into? 
These are not the words of a pessimist 
but of a veteran . ' 
6059 Azle Avenue, Ft. W orth Texas 
76135 I 

---o-
THE ELDERSHIP AND THE 

MISSIONARY 
(Continued from page 9) 

missionaries and his supporting elder
ship. 

The eldership, if informed and con
cerned, can bring mature judgment to 
bear and be of real help and encourage
ment. The presence of an older mis
sionary can be invaluable during th is 
early tra umatic period, and the presence 
of other families is also an encourage
ment. 

Another feature which considerabl e 
planning should be given to is the stan
dar~ of living which the missionary 
family should try to maintain. There is a 
school of thought that believes that the 
missionary should l ive at the same level 
in and among the population. At the 
other extreme are those who insist on 
living as they do in America. 

Neither of these extremes is probably 
possibl e nor w ise. First of all, in some 
underdeveloped areas it is impossible 
for American people to live, dress and 
eat at the leve l of the native peopl e and 
surv ive. Most are existing at near star
vation levels, with no pure water o r food. 
Housing has no rodent or insect control, 
and there are multiple major communi
cable diseases endemic or epidemic. 
Medical care is eit her non-existent or of 
poor quality. To attempt "going native" 
is a dangerous, unnecessa ry and possibly 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAjO CHI LDREN 'S HOME is ac
ccpling applical ions for houseparenls and relief
hou~cparcn t s . \Vc can o Hc r you a salary, l iving 
C)(pcnscs, med ical in~u rancc , rc lirc m c nt insurance, 
vac.11i on and d <\ys o ff . f o r additional i nformation 
and appl i c:;ation fo rm~ con tact Joe It. Boolh, Sr., 
Drawer ll, Gallup, NM 117301 or call 1-505-D63-
<; <; 10. 

fatal risk. The people are not stu pid and 
thy don' t live in those condi tions by 
choice. They realize you don' t have to, 
and they consider you foo lish if not 
mentally deranged. They often resent 
your invas ion of their · v illage at that 
level, whi le welcom ing you at a dif
ferent level. In Nigeria to attempt to live 
in this fashion wou ld large ly destroy 
credibili ty. 

A t the other extreme is the family who 
lives at a level that represents ill -gotten 
wea lth. (To the native), most of these 
people are inordinately afraid of disease 
and turned off by pove rty, sickness and 
filth. They live as i f they were afraid of 
being contaminated. They cannot be
come invo lved . Th ey cannot learn the 
culture-make no fri ends. They are re
garded wi th suspicion and are not able 
to establish cred ibi li ty nor acceptance by 
anyone. They wi ll be lonely and w ill de
cide that the people are not receptive to 
the gospel and come home. 

I believe that the re lat ionship be
tween the eldership and the evangel ist 
should be a firm one, based on mutual 
respect, l ove and dependence, and on e 
constructed with great care, study, de
tailed planning and prayer. And finally, 
once established, this relationship and 
its related miss ion field should be one to 
which both the missionary and the 
elders are strongly committed, both to 
the work and to each other. 

- ---o---

PREACHER, YOUR WIFE NEEDS HELP 

(Continued f rom page 8) 

And remember that the most im
portant qualifica tion, both for being a 
preacher and for being a preacher's w ife, 
is simply to be a faith ful Christian. En-

·~=··-·-·rHE'SCH"ooLroovOU!"--·~-~~=· 
Learn to w in sou ls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a fu ll-t ime PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange-

l 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman I 
Aven ue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·883 1 or (901) 324-
0 120. NO TUITI ON. 

·=·-~·~~-··-0-(1~1-41-4)._...~(1-tJ.-.tl-·t•!• 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

O ur ch ild ren are in need o f a ch rist ian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach th em God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Sa lary, ho use, utilities, food, H ealth 
Insurance, reti rem en t, and children 
fu rn ished. 

Contact 

SU NNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Ben i to, Tx 78586 
Ph one: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

courage your wife to love the Lord and 
help her go to heaven. Then appreciate 
her because she does the same for you. 

Michigan Christian Co llege, 800 W. 
Avon Rd., Rochester, M i. 48063 

Stop N ine Church o f Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship progra m for school o f 
preaching a nd college graduates. De
signed to give the practical exper ience 
needed lor the mini stry. N inety percent 
o f you r l ime will be spent working in 
the ministry w ith experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT- Director 
1-614-685-259 1 

P.O . Box 11 6 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

emplo;yees 
Of: 

cf'::n:.n<cbes at= Cbr<fst 
rnsur<ance gr<oup ., .. 

•••• • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Men tal & Nervous 
Disorders) . .. . . . . .. . .. . .... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual . . ... . . . .. . ... $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) .. . .. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your considerat ion. A m ore 
complete description givinc the detai ls o f 
coverage ca n be found in t he c roup book
let s. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"Serviug the N eed of Our Brethren 

Siuce 1975" 
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THE WAY IT WAS-IN AlHAMBRA 
(Continued from page 5) 

Smith's Outlines of Bible Study. And 
when we finished, we knew the Bible in 
detail O ld Testament as well as New 
Testa,;,ent. Our whole family stud ied 
these lessons together from the Bible 
during th e wee k before we went to class. 

When we wanted to supplement these 
studies we drove in to Los Angeles to 
the Ce~tral church, which had since had 
its beginning, and there we lea rned 
from such men as E. H. ljams and W. B. 
West Jr. We fo llowed debates w ith keen 
inter~st, driving clear to Riverside in ou r 
model T to hear E. C. Fuqua debate C. A. 
Hansen, a Seventh Day Baptist. 

When the Seventh Day Adventists 
tried to make inroads in Alhambra, Foy 
Wallace, Jr. came over from Central and 
engaged H. M. S. Rich_ards, . the _Ad
ventists' "big gun," m d1scusS10n. 
Richards later became their national 
spokesman on the ai r. ~ut Foy tangled 
him so completely he literal ly became 
speechless. Foy not only knew how to 
debate, but he knew the teaching of 
the Boo k. 

We had no baptistry, bu t that didn't 
keep us from baptizing. We just drove 
whatever distance it required to get to 
one, usually in another town. If we had 
had a baptistry, i t would have been 
under the platform, w ith doors (serving 
as the platfo rm floor) that could be 
raised to use it. That conserved space 
and was a w idely used pattern. It was 

hear I obeyed the gospel, and immedi
ately was asked to read the Scriptures in 
service. Here, too, I undertook my first 
talk. I couldn't qu i te understand the 
ripple of sn ickers when I used the Scrip
tural phrase, "Sinners and Republicans!" 

Th is congregation produced some fine 
men. Brother George Baughn drove 
every weekend to preach clear up to 
Shafter in the San Joaquin Val ley, over 
the treacherous and notorious "Grape 
Vine." Wi lliam Green served the Berke
ley church as an elder for man y years. 
A true scholar, he taught Latin at the 
University of California. When he lived 
w ith us in his younger years, he would 
read his Greek New Testament in bed at 
nigh t before he went to sleep. Eddie 
Gindley gave himsel f unst intingly in per
sonal work, and was noted for his work 
w i th underprivileged children at Camp 

Shi loh, in New Jersey as well as in New 
York. Ivan Stewart wrote on the theme 
of personal work and has conducted 
multiplied campaigns abroad. 

Dad used to take two ladies to church 
who had no transportation. They were 
Elizabeth Barnard and her mother. 
Though El izabeth was so bli nd she had 
to read from Braille, she took her mother 
to Hong Kong and there they took in an 
unending stream of homeless children. 
Among others, she named one Charles 
for my fa ther, and one Muriel _for . my 
mother. The Barnards gave the1r l1ves 
in unselfish service for Christ and others. 
Elders, deacons, and preachers, many in 
number, all came from this congre
gation . 

May the Lord raise up o ther Alham
bras ! 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1982 in an expandjng bac
calaureate narsing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have a t 
least a master's degree in the area of medical-surgical, mental health or pediatrics. 
Other areas may be considered. Applicant should be interested. in living in a small 
town only an hour's drive from downtown l,.ittle Rock. For fu rther information, 
contact Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, 
AR 72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

BECOME A 
SONG LEADER·· 
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A BETTER 
SONG LEADER! 

It Will Require Only Seven Days Out Of Your Summer 
To Reach This Goal. 

Spend Seven Days With Seventy-Five Men And Boys Sharing 
Eighty Hours of Practical Training 

SEND FOR A FREE CATALOG 

TEXAS NORMAL 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Sabinal, Texas * June 5 • 12, 1982. 
Edgar Furr. Box 456 Phone 512-988-2654 
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GIBSON NAMED ALUMNUS OF 
YEAR AT ABilENE 

Dr. J. P. Gibson, Ab ilene pediatrician, 
has been named alumnus of the year for 
Abilene Christ ian University. Dr. Wil liam 
J. Teague, president of the university 
made the announcement at a med ia re
ception in the McGlothlin Campus 
Center. 

Gibson graduated from ACU in 1925 
and returned to his family home in 
WJshington, D.C. to attend George 
Washington University. In 1927 he mar
' ied his l.CC sweetheart, Esther Stagner. 

After graduating from medical school 
in 1929, Gibson entered four years of 
ho pital training w ith the Kiowa Indian 
Hospital in Lawton, Ok la. It was in Law
ton that he began an involvement with 
evangelism that has permeated his ent ire 
li fe. 

In 1933 Gibson began ten years as 
ACU's college physician before retu rn ing 
to private practice. Since 1947 he has 
limited his prartice to pediatrics. 

Gibson ha~ served as president of the 
Taylor-Jones Medica l Society and as 
chief of staff for Hendrick Medica l Cen
ter and St. Ann 's Hospital. 

He has served as an elder of the 16th 
and Vine Street Church of Christ in Abi
lene for 27 years before he resigned to 
spend more time in personal evangelism. 

During his 27 years on the ACU Board 

of Trustees Gibson was active in helping 
to modify admission poli cies at the uni 
versity in the 1960s so that all races 
could attend ACU. 

Gibson wil l be honored at a recep
tion and luncheon during ACU's annua l 
Bible Lectureship. The reception w ill be 
Sunday, Feb. 21, at 8 p.m. in the Mc
Glothlin Campus Center. Th e luncheon 
wi ll be at noon, Monday, Feb. 22 in the 
double gym of the Gibson Center. 

---01---

COMPUTER AGREES: ONlY ONE 
AUTHOR FOR GENESIS 

Evangelical Christians and Jews can 
now cite a computer's findings to back 
up a con troversial doctrine held by both 
- that the book of Genesis was written 
by one author. 

Two compu ter specialists and a Bible 
scho lar at the Technion Institute of Tech
nology here fed the 20,000 words of the 
Bible into a compu ter for l inguistic 
ana lysis. Professor Yehuda Radday, w ho 
headed the team, says the computer in
dicated it " quite certain" that the work 
was written by one person. 

The researchers appl ied 54 criteria to 
analyze the authorship of the book, in
cluding statistics, linguist ics, computer 
science, and Biblical scholarship. A l
though the computer could not prove 
that the book was written by Moses, as 
evangelicals believe, its analysis upheld 
the conservative doctrine that Genesis 
had only one author. 

NEED TO BUILD TO GROW? 
If predictions are true .. the first 6 months of 1982 
may be the most crucial time you face in your 
building planning! 

ACTION NOW MAY MEAN THE BEST INTEREST RATES OF 
RECENT MONTHS OR DURING 1982! 

"Church financing .. . 
. . . is our business!" 

"The Cornerstone 
to Church Financing" 

1 ---------------------------------
I WE PLAN TO BUILD! Without obligation, 
I Please send Information on church financing In 
11982. 
I 
I N~.-m-e----------------------------
1 

IA~d~d,-eu------------------------
1 
I ~----------~~--------~---------1 City Stole Zip 

~q l~N m~ 
Telephone 

Name of Con;regalfon 

"The Affiliated Plan" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 

(Clip and mall - U.S.A. only) 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1·800·442·8935 
(OUTSIDE TEXAS 1·800·527 

OR WRITE 

. I• SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
-~ BOX 1308 • • JACKSONVIL~E T X 7e766 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollmmt w itb 

t wo pltms to cboose /rom 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUAHANTEED ISSUE 
Ll FE INSURANCE 

Healtb Rates guaranteed until 
MflJ of 1982 witb 110 increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 8 17·947·5403 
Pla11s o11/y offered to workers mllong 
Clmrcbes of Cbrist Foreign W' orkers 
a11d stude111s ill trai11i11g for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
residmt Americans 

Coverage good flllywhere 

OJJpo•·tu••ities 
Cl••·isti~••• 

Educatio•• 
Outstand ing opportunit ies are 

available for qualified Christian 
teachers and other personnel in 
Christian education in lndianapo· 
li s. Applications are desired for 
positions in Administration, math· 
ematics (High School) , business, 
music and development. 

Seucl resume 

to Herchel McKamey 
4320 S. Arlington Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Con tact 

Business Office-788-7571 
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VOCATIONAl EVANGELISM (1) 
(Continued from page 7) 

after Mr. Shriver issued his call for the 
peace co rps workers, nearly 5000 ap
plied. Su rely th ere is as great a spiri t 
of dedicat ion in the Church fo r the 
things of the Spirit, as th ere is in this 
nation for the democratic principl e. In 
addition, a survey undertaken some t ime 
ago among missionaries then on the 
field indicated that they overwhelmingly 
favored the concept of vocational mis
sions. In fact, we already have vocation
al missionaries at work! Today in most 
missionary fields of the world there are 
at least a few faithful Christians w orking 
in their chosen professions, but also 
evangelizing as they have time and op
portunity. Evidence would indicate that 
there are probably many more out there 
who with motivation and training could 
be evangelizing. It is variously reported 
that there are from two and one hal f to 
four million United States citizens l iving 
outside the country. On a percentage 
bas is, th is would mean that at least 
twenty thousand members of the 
Church are already employed and living 
outside the Uni ted States. 

There are of course both positive and 
negative points in being self-supporting. 
Various studies have been done attempt
ing to eva luate this approach. The most 
important strengths and weaknesses in
clude the fo llow ing: 
Positive aspects for the vocational 
missionary 

1. He can get in to countries that would 
be closed to persons applying fo r 
perm ission to enter as church sup
ported missionaries. 

2. He can make contacts that the " of
fi cial" missionary would f ind it 
difficult to make. 

3. He may have more status, especially 
in those nations where there is a 
State Church and an anti-cler ical 
spiri t. 

4. He may be seen as a satisfied cus
tomer, rather than a paid representa
tive. 

5. He may find people less defensive 
and more open w ith someone they 
do not consider a professional 
preacher. 

6. He is not a financia l bu rden to the 
Church. 

7. He may find it easier to develop the 
indigenous principle if he himself 
is giving the example by providing 
his own support. 

8. M any women can get into the mis
sion fie ld as vocat ional missionaries 
who find it difficult to obtain ch urch 
support. 

9. He does not have the pressure for 
immediate success that some mis
sionaries have fel t w hich has per
haps forced them into methodologi
cal mistakes. 

10. He ~as w eat personal satisfaction in 
earnmg h1s own way. 

11. The wo rker poo l is, of course, vast ly 
increased. 

Negative aspects for the vocational 
missionary 
1. He may be isolated and overcome 

by loneliness. 
2. He may suffer from a lack of super-

vision. 
3. He may lack adequate training. 
4. His t ime is definitely limited. 
5. He may find it difficult to come by 

working funds necessary to the ef
fort in which he is engaged. 

6. He may find it difficul t to devote the 
time to language study that he 
would need. 

7. He may find his freedom to work is 
sharply curtailed by government or 
company restrictions that are im
posed upon him. 

8. He may be transferred at the w il l 
of his employer. 

Hard ing Univers ity, Searcy, Ark. r---------_.. __ .._.._., 
~ PEWS ... New and Used ~ 
1 Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing i 
l Write or ca ll for free estimate. r 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 

!~~~~:.~~.~~7::~~~---~ 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Corr espondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director--8728 84tlt Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

i4 (94) 

Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/ 535-1801 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 9, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advert ising in this section $1 .50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate cong regations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seekin g work or cong rcgntions seeking 11rcnchcrs. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

DEAJl VALLEY CH UR CII OP CHHIST 
SCHOOL OP DIDLICA L STUD I ES 

Prcaching- Pcrsonnl Evnng-clism- 1\lissions 
Exceptional Curriculum for \\"ome n 

"npproved for Veteran's training .. 
Leonard ::1!. Gray- Uireetor 

I (303) 98G-5800. 2.707 So. Lnmar. Denver. Co 80227 
FOIL'l' HOOD - KILLEEN, 'l'EXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.r.L 

DENVE R, COLORADO 80228 
LAKE"'\VOOD C H URCH OF OlffiiST 

455 So. Young-field Ct. 
T el e. : 988-1024 

Sec Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Tran:d alion for Deaf. Terry Cnrlwris;:ht, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA. , 20 N . Ir.•inl:" St. , corner of 
I rving & Arlington Dlvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's cnpilal & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M .. G:OO P.M.; Dible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7: 30 I'.M. Wed. For tr::~nsportalion
dircctiona ph. 528-0535. Worshil) with us· Enjoy ::1 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA'l'UA,,I, N. J .. J!'alrmou n t and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTH ERN NEW J ERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201 - 635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIS'!', 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alnskn . Put McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Dox 3 14, Anchor age, Alnskn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 34·1-5719. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Rond 

Plen•nnton, Onllfornln 94560 
J ames W. Fer guson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF ICAUAI, 
HAWAli. Ph. (808) 82.2.- 1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H aunala Rd., Kapa::1, Hawaii 
9674G. 

Wil EN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FA IR! 
Stny In a Christian home. Reasonable rules. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Hobert 
P. Grnhnm ::1t 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville. Tenn. 

3i922. ---;-=;--:==,...;;;--:::--;-;-===;-;-----
LOS ANGELES. CA LI FORNI A 

CENTRAL CII URCH OF CHRIST 
12th nnd Hoover S treets 

Sundny worship S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10:50 A.M. & 
G: OO P.M. 

Min is ters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 
Pnul Ilnrper, 473-8228. 

-----....Mi;E<;;T;c.R:,-,0~-~D ENV EH AREA 
Englewol)d Church of Christ. 
4G90 S . Logan 303-780-4749 

?.I::Ic Bartee. Evan.:cllst 
BREWER, MAJN&-2.41 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sundny classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. VisitoTS Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER DANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. lllor~:"nn Ave., 
U.S. •160 Enst Ot>t>o,.lte 1{- l\lnn. Otflc" 477-
5211 . Dobby 'Vndc, l\Iln. 476-4056. 
Aristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just ofi 
1-61 between Exit 3 and 4 on Donham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669·1696. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
" EMI'I.OYMENT : NORTIIEHN CA!JlFOHNIA. 
Sierrn Children's Home is currently hirin" child 
care sln ff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fit.• . Tf interested . contact Steve Bcr1<man. Execu
tive Oirertor. nt P.O. IJox 597, Vacaville , CA 95688 . 
or call 707/44R-~5r,7." 
RELIGIOUS BOO:,:I,;\';;S-;:B"o"u=G~H;;;T;;-.-.,"V"'ny"'n::-c~S~te=p;-he-n--s, 
P.O. Box 2.86. Shawnee. Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN' C ITY, CALIFORNIA- Valle y Churc h o f 
Chrh<t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679 - 1010. 

CH URCH OF CHRIST I N HO LLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sundny: Classes lOAl\1 Worship II AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blnir an<! Dnlc Lin~tc 
'1'~1. f213) 463-6~fi2 

Wanted: full time local preacher for small congre~a
tion located in Central Texas. rxccllcnt church build
ing and preache r's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Ro<~hud. Texas 76570, Bo• S44. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 62S-2700 for 
times and place of services. 

Preacher Avai lable 
Desire work with congre11ation seeking steady lons
ran~c growth. Experienced in preaching, educational 
ministry, and counseling ;~:nd r>ossc~sing stronf per· 
sonal work and leadership ca pabi lities. Cal Will 
Moyers at t-617-927-7416. 

I'Rf ACH CR WANTED-US Military congregation in 
K:ti~crslautcrn, Germany seeking minister for full tirnc 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1962. four year 
comm itment required. Well established congregation, 
self-supporting, located in lar!ICSI US community out
side USA. ror details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 
UETiRE in beautiful. healthy Scdonn, nnd serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Informntion pack avnil
nble: Church of Christ, P. 0. Dox 3083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 8G340. 
MINISTER WANTED. Small congregation. Three bed
room mobile home furni shed. Salary open. Write 
Sprinr;er Church of Christ, Box 3S4, Springer, Oklahoma 
73,1>6. 
Pl('nyunc, 1.1iss. congregation, locnlcd near the lttis· 
si•sippi Gulf Const. seek ing long -term, full time 
minister. Offering indlvidunlizecl •nlnry and benefit 
packa~c . M embership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12.000 people. ]{ interested send 
comprehensive resume or call arcn code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812.. Address resume to Cnlvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Scalcrest Dr .. Picayune, Miss. 39466. 

CH ILD CARE STAFF/ HOUSEPARENTS 
Chri~tian couples needed for campus program with 
three cottages, maximum seven children per cottage. 
Age range usually S to 16. Housing, utili ties, plus 
child care allowance per child furn ished. Assistance 
given in securing employment for rnan. Professional 
consuf tlltion and in-service trainins availab!e. Join us 
in a beautiful rural setting 35 miles west of Washing
ton, D.C. Contact Phil Higgins, Director, Church of 
Christ Children's Home, Box 9, Gainesville, VA 2206S 
or call collect 703-7S4-8S1 6. 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
say move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. In Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi. 
Call 616-773-639S. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS N EEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OP 
CHRIST. nox 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512(:!48-3005. 
WE RElliND CIIEHISII ED BIULES- write for free 
lenU>er snm1Jics ::~nd prices. Bible Uindcry, Box 2485, 
Abilene. 'l'cxas 79604 . 
"Do you want a challenge in the beautiful 50th state? 
A§sociatc minister wanted for congreg11tion of 15 
Christians with no elders. Needs to be self-motivating, 
mature in the faith, and very evangelistic. Housin~ and 
utilties provided, but must obtian own support. Cood 
position for retired or semi-retired person. If interest
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Street, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (606) 93S-6917." 
Used Oook List. Free. Varner's Bookstore, 102 Laramie 
St., Marietta, OH 4S7SO. 
WANT(D: I ull-timc evangelistic preacher for pulpit 
position, 2 elders. Sunday morning attendance 300, 6 
bus routes with associate minister in ch11rge# building 
4 years old, auditorium size 4SO. 11 classrooms, youth 
worship, ;:active congregation interested in le01ding the 
lost to Christ, 30 baptisms in 1981 . If interested. con
tact: Cldors, Central Church of Christ 2200 McDowell 
Road, Vincennes, Indiana 47S91. 
Recently returned from she years mission work i n 
southern Africa. I have local experience in the states. 
B.A.; t.t.A. degrees from Harding. Would like to 
locate with congregation as minister. Please contact 
Glenn Gorce 7 13-S20-0020. 
rVANCCLIST AVAILABLE: 12 Yrs. [ xpericnce-Evange
l i~m. Preaching, Radio, T.V., Newspaper, much more. 
Married 14 Yrs.. 2 children, Age 33. Resume and 
Reference< Available. Contact: Steve Henley, 1912 
rvcrcst, Idaho Falls, ld. 83·102 A/C 208-S24-6184. 
Preacher w:~ntcd who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com· 
munity. 1 hree bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
s.>lary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas. 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 9J212, Phone: 209·992·2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford. Phone: 209-992-3200. 
rstablishcd congregation in desperate need or full 
time preacher who has some out side support. Will 
provide home and util i ties. Congrer;ation owns cxccl-
1<111 1 church building in excellent locat ion. Lookinr: 
fo r someone who is looking for a chollengc in a field 
that i s ripe lo r the harve~l. If you arc interested 
plca<c send resume and a tape of a lesson to Church 
of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176 or 
call 617-6(o5·1S97. 
R~'·clntion Complete in 12 cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on prcmil
lenialism by v. E. Howard. All for S39.9S, prepaid. 
Contact Glen L. Clar,g at Route 7, Meadowridge 
[states, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (918) 341-2926 
P'<ccot Mon. & Thurs. 
"Preachers-There is an 01lternativc to the high cost of 
lt[ALTH insurance. With a company noted for fast 
C'laims payment. Contact us, you will be plc:~santly 
""pri<cd ." Larry Floyd Rt. 3 Albany, MO. 64402 
U I (, / 726·3>7>. 

YU!IIA., ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344- 3750 

FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC S12 489· 
2362, Church of Christ, Oris:~;s, Texas. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MED INA CH ilDREN'S 
HOM E fOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIF[ ARE Eo\IPLOYW ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSCI'ARENTS. MCN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN Mi\INTENANC[. MOTOR M[CHANICS, 
CAM I' US ll£AUTirtCATION, Ll C. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHLR THAN HOUSLMOTHCRS, SHOULD ll[ 
AD[I'T AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SCTIING UP AND fOOD PREPARATION 
fOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, OOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUHR AND MAtlR00,\.1 SCRVICES. PLEASE CON
TACl DCMPSCY SIMPSON AT (S 12) 589-772S (day) or 
569-2236 (night/ weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, o\ledma, TX 7800S. 
Let us print the ne."<t membership directory o f the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy scn·icc, 
reasonnblc price. Send for in formation and free 
snmple directory. Soanglcr Church Directory Print
ing Service, P .O. Box 1710, A uburn, CA 95603 or 
cnll (916) 885-6776. 
\ VnHh lnl;'to n, D.O. aree.-20 minu tes from 
our na lion's capital, Chur ch ot Christ . 111 
Eas t Braddock Rd.. Alexa.ndrle., VIrg inia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 o r 971-U47, 
Mark N. Hicks, Eva.ngo llst. 

A small school in Pescara, Italy, run by missionaries 
seeks mission-minded Christian school teachers to 
teach in an international school situation. Opportunity 
to teach daily lliblc lessons to class, and to be a real 
influence, makes the job a true satisfaction. Applica
tions arc being accepted fo r both e lementary and 
secondary school. Teaching couples wishing to do 
m issionwork would be ideal. Write for further details 
and applic01tion forms. Panterra American School, 
Contrada San Martino JS Marina di Cilia Sant Angelo 
ltalia (PE). 

Frank Plemmons, Box 12, Haworth, 
Okla 74740: I begin my third year of 
work here in 1982. Ed Todd, Luther 
Hodge and Dr. Jim Citty spoke in our 
evangelistic efforts last year. All of these 
men preach true to the word. We begin 
our second bus route this year. In 1981 
we baptized 35 locally. I hope to preach 
in m ission areas during the summer of 
1982. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901 ·683-1678 

901-761 -1350 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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Smithlawn ... 
An Intelligent Alternative 

MATERNITY CARE- THE LIVING OPTION ADOPTION -THE LOVING OPTION 

• a licensed marernity shelrer • licensed adoprion agency 

• an alrernarive ro aborrion 

• complere confidenTiality 

• guidance counseling 

• conrinuing educarion 

• professional caseworkers 

• counseling for adoprive families 

• an oprion for childless couples 

• an oprion for rhose who wanr ro 
increase rheir families 

Smirhlawn Marernity Home and Adoprion Agency was founded in 1960. Since rhar rime. we have cared for 

approxlmarely 2.1 00 girls and have found loving parenrs for 1.200 children. To keep expanding and growing. 

your help is necessary. Now! Please open your hearr and rerurn rhe coupon below. 

Yes. I om inreresred in Smirhlown's Morerniry and Adoprion Programs. 

0 Please send me more informorion on rhe morerniry home. 

0 Please send me more informorion on rhe odoprion agency. 

0 Please occepr rhis conrriburion for ongoing work 0 $10. 

nome oddreu 

ciry SfOie 

0 $20. 0 $50. 

24 HOUR PHONE- (806) 745-2574 

0 $100. 0 orher 

zip 
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Pictured here, under an arch at the schooi in Honduras, are the 
staff and the students of the Baxter Institute. The school was estab
lished in Mexico City 16 years ago (1965), and moved to Teguci
galpa, Honduras, C.A. in 1978. Since it was established more than 
SO students have graduated, and 75 % of them are preaching in 
several countries where Spanish is the common language. 

Ausiin, Texas, Febrairy 16, 1982 
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~ti}jri~ti~.nity With Conveniences 
:" ·~ ·~~~, .. : . Removed 

The lecturer said that if we did survive the first shock 
of nuclear war we would have so many conveniences 
destroyed that we would probably not be able to sur
vive long. 

And we thought of the sea gulls that starved when the 
shrimp boats departed. The birds had become so ac
customed to their food being brought to them that they 
had completely lost the ability to forage for themselves. 

If suddenly all communication were destroyed by nu
clear war, if all super markets and the factories that turn 
out ready-mixes were put out of business, if all water 
sources were contaminated, all transportation halted, all 
medical facilities and supplies destroyed, along with 
utilities, clothing mills and convenience stores, how long 
would we survive? We are as fully dependent upon 
mode1n convenience as the gulls were. 

Come to think of it, our religion is mostly a thing of 
convenience. We have our convenient facilities for wor
ship and our convenient modes of transportation to 
them. We wonder how many would show up at "church 
time" if they had to walk. Sunday night and Wednesday 
night attendance proclaims the fact that even with us 
religion is a convenience. 

Suppose all the conveniences were removed, and it 
really did become a matter of a naked soul in the 
presence of its God? How would real faith, stripped of 
convenience, stand up? 

We are not always free to choose what happens to us. 
But we are free to be something regardless of what hap
pens. Circumstances have cast the people of God in 
strange situations that tried their faith in ages past. A 
few stood the heat of the furnace while most perished 
at the door. 

Take joseph for instance. He could not control what 
happened to him-his father's affection, his brothers' 
hatred, the queen's temptation or the butler's forget
fulness-but he could control what he was inside. His 
was a faith with convenience removed. We have the 
record of what- he was under these circumstances be
cause we often need the encouragement of his faith. 

The thing that disturbs us most about the church 
today is its complacency and its reliance on con
venience. It has to have ready-mix, instant pudding 
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preaching in an air conditioned, padded pew environ
ment. How long would it last without that? Personal re. 
sponsibility has been largely turned over to paid staff 
of hired servants and to a mill that turns out programs 
entertainment and form letters. If the convenience wer~ 
taken away our numbers might shrink like Gideon's 
army. 

Church attendance, and our teaching programs there, 
are not making a measurable difference in people's 
lives. If it were we would not have all the problems the 
world has-divorce, abortion, immorality, alcoholism/ 
etc. We are leaning on conveniences rather than on our 
faith. 

When thoughtful students seek for the thing that 
made early christians die as martyrs, we believe they'· 
will find it in the fact that christianity .was, for the them;~ 
completely divorced from convenience. . 

Being a spiritual entity, rather than a carnal one, real 
christianity is a thing completely separate from time or' 
space or matter although influenced by all of them· 
This is the never ending battle between the flesh and 
the spirit. It is the real rub between faith and opinion. It' 
is the conflict that makes perfect christianity an elusive 
thing. A spiritual state of perfection will never be ob-:
tained in a physical state because the physical state de
pends upon the provision of conveniences, whereas the 
spiritual state exists free of convenience. We are con• 
ditioned by the physical until we do not appreciate the· 
spiritual as we should. 

Real faith produces great character and integrity. 
When we are absorbed into jesus Christ and he is re
produced in us, we gain the strength to stand unshaken 
when the earthquakes tome. Protestantism suffers be-. · 
cause it has glorified convenience religion-"a take you( 
choice, do as you please, live for today" philosophy. 
Pure religion is the same quality when the sun shines; .. 
and when it does not; when it is convenient and when it'. 
is not. It fears neither the lion's den nor the furnace; for 
it believes ·that "Our God is able to deliver us!" 

Faith, unaffected and natural-no additives, no color-: 
ing, no conveniences-this is what Jesus said men must 
live for. 
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l·:o ' b h ~.} on t worry a out t e 

Transportation 
GROVER W. HASTINGS 

· 1 Is our world to be considered as a clock? Did God wind 
~ up in cn~ation and leave it to its own destination? Ques
·.uo~s d~ anse as you. note little innocent babies starving and 
bemg k1lled off by d1sease. Senseless murders continue. Just 
look at the various religious; some are Christ-centered while 
others are not. Where is God? Does he care about his 
creation? 

Be assured God has not forgotten his creation . . . us. He 
does care. He schedules events and he schedules announce
Olent~. ln~ividual freedom of accepting God and his plan of 
salvation 1s not by-passed by the truthfulness of this state-

. ~ent. God scheduled the event of the exodus from Egypt by 
.. Israel and he scheduled the announcement of it. The people 
of Israel chose whether they would obey or not. Such per
sonal. freedom does not negate God's continual part in his 
creat1on. 
• A recognition of God's continued action in his creation re

inforces our commitment to serve him with all we have. We 
can get down to the business of doing what he wants us to 
d? accor~ing to his word. and leave the transportation up to 
h1m. A s1gn was placed m a store window: "Delivery Boy 
.wanted." The first young man asked about the wages, the 
~ours, and how much vacation time was allowed. After his 
questions had been answered, he wanted to know about the 
transportation provided: "Do you furnish a bicycle to make 
the deliveries?" The reply started, "No ... ," and the young 
man stalked out of the store without hearing the rest of the 
reply. Shortly therafter anotber b-oy came in to inquire about 
the job. He did not ask about the wages, the hours, or the 
l~ngth of the vacation. He only wanted the job. The store 
~wner as~ed him if he wanted to know about the transporta
tion prov1ded. The answer was simply "No, I don't care about 
that. I will deliver on foot if necessary." The store owner 
assured the young man that transportation would be pro
v~ded. "We furnish a new station wagon in which you can 
make your deliveries." Our God cares. let ·us continue to do 
what he directs, and leave the "how" up to him. Don't worry 
about the transportation. 

God Schedules Events 

. A census is scheduled to be taken. Heathen rulers help 
God to accomplish the event which he himself scheduled. 
Augustus was emperor of Rome, 30 B.C. to 14 A.D. His reign 
was characterized by peace that extended to almost all parts 
of the earth. The most significant event during. his reign was 

,·n,ot even noticed by the Romans. He orders a census to be 
t~ken which may have been simply a census or registration 
for tax purposes. Regardless, it did require each man to go 
to the city of his family. 
'Accordingly, Joseph traveled 80 miles from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem, the city of David. ·cod's word is fulfilled because 
Cod scheduled the event. 

"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth 
for me to be ruler in Israel, his goings .forth are from 
long ago, from the days of etern}ty." (Micah 5:2.) 

The prophecy of Micah nearly 700 years earlier is fulfilled. 
~h~n the prophecy was made, the Kingdom of Rome was in 
1ts mfa~cy. M1cah foresaw the day when the mighty Caesar 
would 1ssue su~h a d;cree with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
The prophecy 1s fulfilled as Joseph leaves his home with 
Mary whose time to give birth to Jesus was near. jesus the 
firstborn, is born in a manager or feeding trough in Be'thle
hem according to prophecy. luke, chapter two, begins with 
Caesar and ends with jesus who is to become the central 
point of world history. God schedules events. 

God Schedules Announcements 
Angels now announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds. We 

don't know how many th.ere were and we do not know when 
the ann~>Uncement was made. It was, however, an announce
ment w1th tremendous significance. It was good news with 
great joy. A Savior, the Christ and lord, had been born. 
Peace with God was also an intrinsic part of the news. The 
shepherds were probably poor with very little education; 
yet, they were brilliant in their response to the good news 
aboot the birth of jesus. 

The shepherds re.solved to see for themselves. They did 
not wait around and mull over what happened; they went in 
haste to Bethlehem seeking for the child in the manger. They 
did not worry about the sheep; they went to see. They not 
only related the details of the message to joseph and Mary, 
but they had to tell others. They told all who would listen 
with the end result being that God was praised. 

And why shouldn't God be praised? Our world is under 
God's control. God schedules events. I don't know which 
ones, but I do know he scheduled the event of Jesus' birth. 
I cannot read the future, but I can know from God's word that 
only he knows when the end of time will come. I can know 
that God will not let the faithful be tried beyond that which 
they are able to endure. I can know that all things will work 
for good to those who love the lord. I know that God sched
ules announcements. He doesn't talk to us today through 
angels, but he does talk to us through his word. We can have 
faith in him through his word. We can know enough to be
lieve in jesus. We can know that God will provide the person 
to proclaim his word to those who are earnestly seeking. 
(Case of Cornelius in Acts 10 and 11.) 

Don't worry about the transportation. Do you really want 
to live your live as a Christian? Commitment is the key. Take 
hold of what God would have you to do and God will pro
vide the transportation. Nothing is impractical or unrealistic; 
leave the transportation to God. 

7301 Crowder Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70127 
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WALk WITH THE MASTER 

Amazing Grace-
Are You Righteous Enough? 

CLIFTON ROGY.RS 

Are you righteous enough to go to heaven? If you died 
today, would you have the right to enter that glorious eternal 
home? Surely you don't like the tone of those questions any 
more than I do. Yet we often hear the prayer, "And if we 
have been found faithful, give us a home in heaven." How 
faithful? Better it were that we pray, "Oh, Lord, help us to 
be faithful!" Knowing ourselves as we do, we will surely also 
be praying, "Mercy, Lord! Mercy!" 

Credited Righteousness 
Righteousness from ChrisL Our "righteousness" is not 

something that we "live in such a way," that we may expect a 
heavenly home. Living a righteous life is imperative, but that 
concept in itself is "justification by law." The salvation we 
know in Christ is not simply a blessing extended us because 
we believed enough to obey his commands to salvation, it is 
his righteousness credited to us in our obedience of faith. 
This we must understand, appreciate, and embrace. Using 
Abraham as a clear example of impted or reckoned, or cred
ited righteousness, the apostle Paul taught, "Wherefore also 
it was reckoned unto him for righteousness" (Rom. 4:22). 
Abraham was almost a hundred years of age (verse 19), but 
he believed God was able to provide him with a son even as 
he had promised (verses 20, 21). "Therefore it was imputed 
to him for righteousness" (Rom. 4:22, K.J.V.); "This is why 
'it was credited to him as righteousness'" (N.I.V.). From that 
fact, the apostle Paul insisted, "Now it was not written for his 
sake aJone, that it was reckoned unto him; but for our sake 
also, unto whom it shall be reckoned, who believe on him 
that raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered 
up for our trespass, and was raised for our justification" 
(verses 23-25). Thus our righteousness is from Christ, is in 
Christ (Eph. 1 :3-14). That's how we were cleansed from our 
past sins when we were baptized as penitent believers; that's 
how we are "righteous" before God day by day as Christians, 
receiving forgiveness from a just and merciful Heavenly 
Father. See Philippians 3:9. 

Blessed Assurance. "Wherefore also he is able to save to 
the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 
7:25); "I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:38, 39); "I am 
the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life 
for the sheep. . . . I am the good shepherd; and I know 
mine own, and mine own know me .... My sheep hear my 
voice and I know them, and they follow me: and I give 
unto 'them eternal life; and they shall never perish, and no 
one shall snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:11, 14, 
27, 28). 

We joyfully sing the words and live by that great principle: 
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What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
What a b1essedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 

0 how sweet to walk in this pilgram way, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
0 how bright the path grows from day to day, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Walking in the Light 
Faithful Children. Reading the Holy Word reminds us of 

the constant call to faithfulness. True, ours is an imputed or 
credited righteousness, and true, our sense of security in 
Christ is very real-but we must ever remember, "God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:5-7). This was 
part of one of my previous lessons, but ·now I emphasize it 
from another standpoint. 

Surely none of us holds the shallow "in grace now, out of 
grace now" concept-i.e., in grace when fully doing the Mas
ter's will, and out of grace when failing, stumbling, sinning.· 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown. 
of life" (Rev. 2:10) sees faithfulness, not perfection. The for
giveness of God is needed by us time and again-and is 
granted through Christ. In no sense is this a license to sin. 
Faithfulness involves our continuing study of the Word of 
the Lord so that we may know his will; faithfulness involves 
dedicated service in the· name of our Lord; faithfulness in
volves love and fervor, not passiveness and lukewarmness. 
And faithfulness involves being often on our knees in peni
tence, confessing sins and imploring forgiveness. 

Oh, yes, we can understand the difference between 
neglect and service, disobedinece and obedience, sincerity. 
hypocrisy. So, too, we can understand the difference be
tween trying and failing ~nd not trying at all. We can also 
understand the difference between sinning and repenting 
and continuing impenitently in sin. Question: Are you a per
fect husband? Perfect wife? Who would answer in the affir
mative?! Another question: Are you a faithful husband? Faith
ful wife? Yes, yes. We do not walk in the light perfectly, but 
we do endeavor day by day, year by year, to walk in the 
light. We a(e less faithful at times than at other times, but: 
keeping the faith is near and dear to us. Even the apostle 
Paul's "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, 1 have kept the .faith" (2 Tim. 4:7) cannot be viewed • 
as his claim of perfection! 

Penitent Children. Some of our brethren have concluded 
that the faithful Christian, when guilty of a sin, should repent 
and confess-but that unfaithful Christians need to repent 
and pray for forgiveness. This appears to me to be a totally 
invalid distinction. Where is the precise line between faithful . 
and unfaithful Christians when the identical sin may be under, 
immediate consideration? Subjective feelings surely could not· 
be the standard. To what degree can there be neglect, luke-,,. 
warmness lack of love, sinfulness, before there is unfaithful-.i. 
ness? (Re~., Chapters 2 and 3). How long can one continue ( 
in sin before he or she is deemed unfaithful? Who would: · 
ever be sure? Penitently, sorrowfully, regretfully, purpo~e-, · 
fully "Father, see my bleeding, thankful heart-and forg1ve 

' n me in Jesus' name. Amen. 
(One more lesson to follow) 
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It's evening-

Time To Come Home 

When I was a boy, my trusting parents 
let me play with children in the neigh
borhood. My brother and sister and I 
would play with our friends until dusk 
came. As the shades of evening began to 
engulf us, my mother or father would 
call us home-in their own individual 
way-saying, "It's dark, children; it's 
time to come home." If I live a hundred 
years, I will never forget the finality of 
this call, nor the concern which it con
tained. Sometimes, my father would en
force this call with a whistle which 
only he could sound. I will never be 
able to forget, nor would I ever want to, 
the warmth of the thought, "It's eve
ning, children, time to come home." 

Home is a wonderful thought, es
pecially at evening, when the day is 
done! Home-a place of genuine con
cern, a place of security, a place of love, 
of sharing, of comfort, of happiness! 
Time brings changes, but the happiness 
remains in the center of the heart! Home 
-a place where we are understood and 
loved in spite of our short-comings. 
Home has always had a special and re
newed meaning when evening comes. It 
had a special meaning when evening 
came to me as a boy. Somehow, all the 
troubles shrank and disappeared ... at 
home at evening time. I found warmth 
there for my body-we all did, food for 
my stomach, and a special concern for 
my well bengi. I found a particular kind 
of pal in my father. He somehow knew 
how to work my math problems which 
I found to be both distasteful and im
possible!! I will never forget the tireless 
patience of my faithful mother whose 
eyes grew tired reading aloud my 
English assignments· to me in High 
Sdiool-the works of William Shake
speare-while I slept. But there was 
kindness, understanding, plenty of 
laughter, and unbounded happiness-at 
evening, when it was time to come 
home. 

As I reflect on those early days of my 
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I ife and the peace and serenity I found 
at home when evening came, I am re
minded of another homecoming. I am 
reminded of the precious promises of 
God's word, which tenderly assure us 
that at evening time it will be time to 
come home. And what a homecoming 
that will be!! There will be warmth, and 
love, and happiness without limitations, 
and peace which we never knew so 
completely in this life, and freedom 
from the toils and tears of separation 
which so often beset. us here. 

It may not always be easy here to 
accept the fact that there is a place be
yond this life which is more significant, 
more enduring, and more wonderful; 
but the word of God assures us in very 
clear and understanding language that 
there is such a place for God's own 
children. jesus said, "He who conquers, 
I will grant to sit with me on my throne, 
as I myself conquered and sat down 
with my Father on his throne." john 
said he heard a ·voice from heaven say
ing, "Write this: Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord henceforth." 
"Blessed indeed,". says the Spirit, "th~t 
they may rest from their labors, for thesr 
deeds follow them!" These scriptures 
stir the soul and remind us of the words 
of that old song: 

"When all my labors and trial are o'er 
And I shall rest on that beautiful 

shore, 
just to be near the Dear Lord I adore 

Will through the ages be glory for 
me." 

This world promises much, but realty 
gives relatively little. Here we have pain, 
disapointment, toil, tears-but on the 
other shore, God will tenderly . wipe all 
tears from our eyes, and there will be no 
pain, no suffering, no hurt nor sorrow. 
Here we become burdened from the 
many decisions we must daily make, the 
struggles which are constantly our to 
bear, sorrow and separation which we 
are at times called upon to experience. 

And we grow tired! We sometimes 
become faint and discouraged. At times, 
even the darkness seems to surround 
us. In due season, we will reap if we 
do not faint. When evening for each 
of us comes, if we have obediently 
trusted in the Christ, we will, by grace 
and through the mercy of God, hear him 
say, "It's evening-time to come home." 
Let us rejoice in this hope, and even 
pray, "Even so, COME, LORD jESUS!" 

As the summer ended this year, eve
ning for both my parents came, and it 
was time for them to go home. It hap
pened suddenly for them both-just 
four days apart. Father died on· Sunday 
afternoon August 30. He was talking to 
mother, and then, without finishing the 
sentence, he slumped in his chair and 
his earthly life ended peacefully. We 
buried him on Tuesday of that week. 
Mother seemed so emptied by his death. 
She missed him so much after 58 years 
of marriage. Then, on Thursday of that 
same week, as my brother and I sat 
talking to her, she suddenly fell forward, 
and her earthly life also ended-peace
fully. God was so kind to let them go in 
peace. 

Father and mother had lived full 
lives-he was 79. She was 77. They both 
loved God and Christ and the church so 
very much. They believed the truth and 
stood by the truth. Father had faith
fully preached the truth for 54 years. 
They gave their lives to help others 
know Christ in the forgiveness of their 
sins. They taught us values that count. 
They taught us the meaning of faith, and 
the significance of the church of our 
Lord. We never doubted their love for 
us-never! 

We will miss them---Oh, how we miss 
them! But we can see and at least in 
part now understand the compassionate 
goodness of God who, when ~he ev~
ning time came for them, sa1d, as 1t 
were, "It's evening; time to come 
home." 
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What is God like? Is Jesus God? How 
can Jesus and the Father both be God 
and yet there be only one God? Have 
you ever wondered about qustions 
such as these? It is not easy to under
stand about the nature of God. But we 
can know what the Bible teaches about 
God, even if it is sometimes hard to 
understand. Basically, the Bible teaches 
three facts about the nature of God. 
They are as follows: 

1) There is only one God. 
2) The Father is God, the Son is God, 

and the Holy Spirit is God. 
3) The Father is not the Son, the Fa

ther is not the Holy Spirit, and the 
Son is not the Holy Spirit. 

let us lo.ok briefly at some of the 
scriptures that show these three facts. 
First, how do we know there is only one 
God? Well, Deuteronomy 6:4 says, 
"Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord." And Deuteronomy 4:39 says, 
"Know therefore this day, and lay it to 
your heart, that the LORD is God in 
heaven above and on earth beneath; 
there is no other." Again in Isaiah 43: 
1 Ob-11 we read, "Before me no god was 
formed, nor shall there be any after 
me. I, I am the Lord, and besides me 
there is no savior." Again God says in 
Isaiah 44:6b, "I am the first and I am 
the last; besides me there is no god." 
And in Isaiah 45:21e he says, "And there 
is not other god besides me, a righteous 
God and a Savior; there is none besides 
me." Other scriptures which show the 
same thing are Isaiah 44:8; 45:5, 6, 22; 
Mark 12:29; I Corinthians 8:4-6; and 
James 2:19, among others. 

Setond, where are the scriptures 
where the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
are all called God? The Father is called 
God in many places. For example, II 
Peter 1:17 says, " ... he received honor 
and glory from God the Father and the 
voice was borne to him by the Majestic 
Glory, 'This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.' " Jesus is 
called God in John 1 :1, "In the begin
ning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." He 
is also called God in Romans 9:5, Titus 
2:13, and Hebrews 1 :8. The Holy Spirit 
is called God in Acts 5:3-4. There 
Peter tells Ananias that when he lied to 
the Holy Spirit, he lied to God. 

And finally, how do we know that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are 
not all the same? It is because of such 
passages as John 15:26, where jesus 
says, "But when the Counselor comes, 
whom I shall send to you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, who pro
ceeds from the Father, he will bear wit
ness to me." Other passages that show 
the same thing are john 6:38; 7:16; 
14:28 and I Corinthians 15:27-28. 

But many people will say that all 
three of these facts cannot be true. One 
denomination teaches that only the first 
and last are true and therefore jesus is 
not God. Another teaches that only the 
first two are true and that Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are just different names 
for the one God. Still another teaches 
that only the last two are true and thus 
while there is only one Godhead, there 
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The Nature of God 
BRUCE TERRY 

are many Gods. But the Bible teaches 
that all three are true! Yes, that is hard 
to understand, but it can be understood. 

Take the example of the sun. We call 
the ball of fire that the earth circles "the 
sun." When light from it comes through 
the window, we say "the sun" is. coming 
throuh the window. On a warm day, we 
may say that ''the sun" is hot that day. 
1) We call the ball of fire, the radiated 
light, and the radiated heat all the sun. 
2) The light and heat come out from the 
ball of fire. 3) The light and heat and 
ball of fire are not the same. 4) And yet 
there is only one sun. 5) Further, you 
would not have sun if any of these were 
missing. We understand this well 
enough, Now go back and put in those 
five sentences the word "God" instead 
of "sun," "Father, instead of "ball of 
fire," "Son" instead of "light," and 'Holy 
Spirit" instead of "heat." Then you will 
have what the Bible teaches about God. 
1) We call the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit all God. 2) The Son and the 
Holy Spirit come out from the Father. 
3) The Son and the Holy Spirit and the 
Father are not the same. 4) And yet 
there is only one God. 5) Further, you 
would not have God if any of these were 
missing. It is possible to understand 
something of the nature of God. We do 
not have to say that part of what the 
Bible teaches is not true. The Bible is all 
true, if we are willing to take God's 
word for what he is like. 

Of all of God's creation, people are 
very special. For it is they alone who are 
created in the image of God. In Genesis 
1 :26-27 we read, "Then God said, 'Let 
us make man in our image, after our 
likeness; and let the them have do
minion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth.' So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of 
God be created him; male and female 
he created them." 

But someone may object, "I thought 
you said that people are created in the 
image of God. That scripture says that 
man was created in the image of God. 
It doesn't say that woman was created in 
the image of God." Oh yes, it does. No
tice first of all that it says, "male and 
female he created them." When it says 
"man," it does not mean "man" as op
posed to "woman"; it means "man" as 
opposed to the "animals," that is, man
kind. The English word "man" means 
both "a human being" and "a male 
human being." One word serves for 
both meanings. But the Greek and He
brew languages have two words for 
these two meanings. The Greek word for 
"human being" is "anthropos" and the 
Hebrew word is "adam." The Greek 
word for "male human being" is "aner" 
and the Hebrew word is "ish." (Is it any 
surprise to you that the first person 
created, from who all other people 
came, was named "Adam," that is, 
"Man"?) Now the word used in Genesis 

··~ 

1:26-27 is "adam," not "ish." And so 
we read about man: "let them have do. 
minion." But in verse 28 we find that 
the ones who are told to have dominion 
are both the man and the woman. All 
people, both men and women, are in 
the likeness and image of God. This is 
why James speaks against cursing 
"men, who are made in the likeness of 
God." Is james saying it is permissible· 
to curse women? No, he uses the gen
eral word for "human beings," llan
thropoi." It is wrong to curse either a 
man or a woman, for all human beings 
are in the image and likeness of God. 

But someone may say, "How can both 
men and women be in the image of • 
God? Men and women are different.". 
The answer is that the image of God is 
not a physical thing at all. It is a spiritual 
thing, for God is a spirit (John 4:24). In 
Colossians 3:9, 10 we read, "Do not lie 
to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old nature with its practices 
and have put on the new nature, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after , 
the image of its creator." Our new man, 
or new nature, that we have as Chris
tians, is being made new to be more like . 
the image of God as we learn more~ 
Does this mean that our physical image· , 
is being made more like God? No, a · 
Christian's bod just grows older like any
body else's. It is his spirit that is being 
changed to be more like God. It is the:.:~~ 
spirit of man that was made to be in< 
the image of God. God made man's :.·: 1 

body from the dust of the earth, but';~ 
man's spirit came from God himself {I 
(Gen. 2:7). God, being a spirit, does no~ :~.: ... 
have a body of flesh and bones (Luk~ ;:-:_ 
24:40). ;;;: 

But someone may object, "What~ ':j 
about the places in the Old Testament·;. ' 
where God appeared to men with a· ··1 
human body, such as Genesis 18:1-33; 
32:24-30; Exodus 24:9, 10; 33:17-23; 
judges 13:2-23?" Truly, he did appear. 
to men in human form at these times. · 
An all-powerful God can take on what
ever shape he wishes. In Exodus 3 he 
appeared to Moses as a flame of fire in : 
the middle of a bush. Such an appear
ance of God is often called the angel of ... ·· 
the Lord, meaning a physical visible ·:-'_ 
manifestation of the lord, and not mere- :~~~ 
ly a special angel who serves God. God <::;: 
hmself in his very nature is invisible :'·.;~:: 
(Col. 1:15; I Timothy 1:17; 6:16; He-:·5~
brews 11 :27). This is why the scriptures /~: 
say that no man has ever seen God ':\~;· 
(John 1 :18; 1 John 4:12). Men have seen l:~:~; 
forms that God has taken, but they hav~ ··!if 
never seen God in his very nature. ~ ·\?~ 
for such expressions as the hand and :~: 
arm of God (Acts 2:33; 13:17), they are_~-:i;i 
figures of speech, just as are also thej~) 
wings and feathers of God (Psalms 17:8; :;t;~= 
36:7; 57:1; 61 :4; 63:7; ~1 :4). . )~ 

Thus all people are m the 1mage of :'£(; 
God, men and women alike. That image ~@' 
is not a physical image! but a spiritual ~~~;' 
one. But 1t has been stamed by sm, and·;'-~" 
must be renewed through the kno~l-,-~~ 
edge of Jesus Christ. Let us all dec1de w;
to obey God and return to his truei~:t 
image. : ~ 
P. 0. Box 220, Montezuma Creek, Utah .'~1 
84534 -~ 
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'1tVocational Evangelism (2) CARL MITCHELU 

.. ~:;·~'f 

)t, last week we began an examination of the 
~~~ ... :.·;:·.·.·.:····.{;.possibilities of Vocational Evangelism, as the ' .. ;world shrinks and inflation grows, the ad-
~'!.,~vantages of following a vocation in a foreign 

;:~ield where one can exercise his influence 
'.·fin expandi':'g the lord's Kingdom may in

!. <crease cons1derably. 
i. /' It is not possible within the limited 

~tScope o_f this study to present a com
··prehenslve coverage of work opportuni

, ;ties overseas. However, an introduction 
;··}tO t~e major are~s of opportunity will 
·be g1ven, and a directory of information 

· :~ources will be provided for any who 
.. ·>request it. 

. This writer believes that the most 
. challenging area of service for voca-

1 ,1ional missionaries is in the field of 
.teaching. The teaching profession is 
:highly respected throughout the world. 
Jn most in~tances salaries are adequate, 
and there 1s a maximum of time avail
able to the teacher for missionary work. 
The main hiring agencies would include 
the United States Government in its 
;various dependent schools in the mili-
·tary and trust territories and posses
sions, American (and some foreign) 
businesses which maintain large groups 

. of Americans overseas, and private 
schools featuring the English language. 
In addition, a related field would be that 
of study and research grants overseas. 

· A second area of opportunity is that 
of U.S. Government work. A recent book 
entitled "The Overseas list" (Beckman, 
David & Donneley, Elizabeth), says there 
are currently about 500,000 military and 
45,000 civilians employed outside our 
borders. Veterans are given preference 
for civilian positions and there is a mini
·~um age requirement of 21. ·General 

. sectors of employment would be Em
bassy and Consular officers, the United 
States International Communication 
Agency (USICA), military support per
sonnel, and various U. S. Government 
funded organizations. 

. American business firms abroad also 
·offer many opportunities. However, they 
are usually looking for qualified person-

. ·nel for specific positions often at the 
. 'higher echelons. Most firms employ not 
.:·more than 10% U. S. citizens. In addi
,1!on, it is possible to work for foreign 
·fnms. There will tend to be some salary 

. ,fluctuation since payment is goyerned 
···by local standards, and dependmg on 

. 'the country may be either higher or 
·lower than it would be for comparable 
·American firms. 

· ·' There are some opportunities for the 
Opening of private offices or businesses 
:in foreign countries. Such enterprises 
·~ight include restaurants, language 
~diools, import-export firms, travel 
,agencies, and in some developing coun-

.. .;~J.tries, agricultural pursuits. However, 

before investing financially in such ven
tures, very careful study should be given. 

Anot~er significant hiring agency is 
the Umted Nations Organization. Cur
rently they have more than 50 000 em
ployees. According to the "Overseas 
List" already mentioned, the bulk of 
U. N. employees are hired by the fol
lo~ing "arms" of this organization: 
Um!ed Nations main offices, Food and 
Agnculture Organization. World Health 
Organization, United Nations Develop
ment Program, World Bank, UNESCO, 
International Labor Organization, 
UNICEF, and International Monetary 
Fund. This is not intended as an en
dorsement of political activities or views 
of the U. N., and the desire to work 
within any part of the Organization 
would have to be decided individually. 

last, but certainly not least, there is a 
growing trend among the denomina
tional churches to get their members on 
short-term missionary assignments. 
Many of these are young people. Re
search shows that youth so exposed will 
return in good numbers to do a more 
lengthy work in the mission field later 
in life. There are at present many job 
opportunities of short duration for 
young people overseas. Particularly dur
mg the summer are such positions 
available. Writer's Digest Books pub
lishes an annual directory of such jobs 
entitled "The Directory of Overseas 
Summer Jobs." There are also many ex
change programs and special incentives 
to encourage American University stu
dents to study in schools abroad. 

It would seem that organizations 
seeking workers for overseas positions 
would be especially interested in hiring 
dedicated Christians. The U. S. Cham
ber of Commerce makes the following 
observations in a little pamphlet en
titled, "Employment Abroad, Facts and 
Falacies": 

A great variety and number of im
portant jobs are unfilled because it 
takes more than mere technical skill 
to meet the requirements. Even with 
salaries and allowances paid by the 
Government, most technicians can 
earn more money, more easily, in this 
country. Only the men who consider 
their jobs more important than 
luxury, and work to serve, men who 
will make sacrifices of convenience as 
well as money, are worthy to take 
the key positions, for a man cannot 
serve in another country unless he has 
faith that will stand in strange sur
roundings, a faith that goes beyond 
any excitement of adventure or in
ducement of worldly gain. Even 
where the financial rewards are at
tractive, as they are in some com-

mercia! concerns, persons going out 
today must have a deep conviction of 
the brotherhood of every man, and 
a willingness to appreciate the think
ing as well as the habits of other 
peoples. 

Educationally, it is said, "The proof of 
the pudding is in the eating." While this 
whole area of vocational missionary 
work is presently tentative, there is en
couraging evidence that when given the 
chance, the results are very positive. It 
has already been stated that numerous 
members of the Church at their own 
support are profitably working for the 
Kingdom around the world. Reports 
from fully supported missionaries in 
latin America, the Orient, and in Europe 
pinpoint the valuable contributions of 
the vocational missionaries they are in 
contact with, a11d with whom they often 
collaborate. It is my prayer that the 
number of persons willing to be "tent
making" evangelists will increase 
greatly. 

Again it must be stated that the vo
cational missionary cannot and should 
not replace the Church-supported mis
sionary. Churches must be encouraged 
to significantly rechannel their moneys 
into the support of missionaries (both 
in mission areas of the United States 
and abroad.) What is here envisioned is 
a supplement to the supported mission
ary force. Even this will not be the 
complete solution to- evangelizing the 
world in this generation, but it does 
represent additional effort, and does 
open up a whole new reservoir of per
sons not presently involved in the 
world-expansion efforts of the Church. 

It is hoped that this tract will stimulate 
additional thinking and work in support 
of vocational missions. Christians pres
ently on the field in a self-support status 
need to be identified and stimulated to 
active involvement in evangelism where
ever they are. Correspondence courses 
need to be devised for on-the-job train
ing for vocational evangelism. Some 
central dearing house for information 
on jobs abroad needs to be established. 
Other suggestions include a newspaper 
featuring vocational missions, extensive 
writing and preaching to stimulate 
qualified persons to become vocational 
evangelists, lectureship coverage by 
self-appointed ambassadors, short train
ing courses at colleges and schools of 
preaching on this topic, the establish
ment of a possible major in vocational 
missions in our institutions, and a co
operative effort fror:n pers~ns on ~he 
field for the gathermg of mformatlon 
relative to vocational missionaries and 
vocational mission opportunities. 

It is the hope of this writer that many 
of you who read these lines who may 

have never seriously considered that 
God might be calling you to Ja~or in the 
mission fields of the world, will prayer
fully take that thought into consid
eration. 

Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 
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What Is Right with the Church LLOVO t::. ELLIS 

In recent months, or even years, there 
has been a plethora of article on vari
ous matters of what is wrong in the 
church. Many of us have been con
cerned and occupied with such. 

Over 40 years ago a special meeting 
was held in Fresno at Palm Avenue while 
I was there. Some speakers were dis
turbed about some of the problems 
faced at that time by members of the 
church. I recall that Brother John Allen 
Hudson pointed out that with all the 
problems the church would survive. 

There is needed an emphasis on the 
positive--a consideration of what is 
right with the church. Let us consider 
these points: 

1. The Head of the church is ruling, 
and he has been for nearly twenty cen
turies. Christ sits at God's right hand 
and will continue to do so until the last 
trumpet sounds. There is nothing which 
can dethrone him in heaven, nor in the 
minds of men if they will but follow his 
teaching. 

2. The Bible has survived the on
slaughts of the devil and evil men. The 
Word of Christ cannot pass away. We 
rejoice that copies of the Bible are 
being made available to all and in every 
language; that more efforts are being 
made in such distribution than ever 
before. 

3. When problems, and false teach
ings, arise there continue to be faithful 
Christians who put forth efforts to show 
forth the truth and thus resist the wiles 
of Satan, and we see the devil flee 
when resisted. 

4. There are increasing numbers of 
persons who are preparing to teach 
God's Word to others. This is evidenced 
by enrollment in various preparatory 
classes; preacher schools, etc. People, 
like the eunuch, need assistance, and 
one cannot teach until he himself under
stands, and that requires study. 

5. Men with their families are pre
paring to go to foreign fields to take the 
gospel to those who have not heard. 
Preparation in Bible knowledge, lan
guage, and cultural relations, is neces
sary, and family groups can be encour
aging and helpful to those who go. 

6. There are some missionaries who 
are willing to prepare themselves and 
devote their lives to take the gospel to 
people in other lands rather than go 
for only a little while. In the past not 
many have determined to make their 
earthly home in a foreign land, but 
those who do so can usually be more 
effective in the spreading of the gospel. 

7. We may note increasing efforts to 
teach and emphasize living the Chris
tian life in all phases of activity. 

There have been times when 11first 
principles" were proclaimed, but living 
for Christ after baptism not sufficiently 
emphasized. 

The first part of the "Great Commis
sion" was followed that the hearer 
would believe and- be immersed, but it 
should be recognized that "observing 
all things which I have commanded" 
should be just as strongly emphasized 
and taught the follower of Christ.· 

We rejoice that more is being done 
to help followers of Christ understand 
that a Christian, in order to be true to 
the lord, is to walk daily in the way 
that leads to eternal reward in heaven. 
This means that he will provide "things 
honest in the sight of all men." His 
language, yea, even his thoughts, as well 
as his deeds, will always be such as are 
pleasing to God the Father. In his work, 
in his play, as well as in his "church" 
activities he will be as a shining light to 
his fellows, and so lead some of them 
to Christ. 

265 Fifth Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 92010 

Making Disciples or Seeking Mass Conversions? vANN oPsiTcH 

European history tells us how Nor
wegian king Olaf Tryggve (995 A.D.) 
became a devoted 11Christian" while vis
iting the British Isles. Norwegian history 
tells about Olaf and how he was able 
to convert in one single day all the local 
rulers (called Bonds) of his large coun
try. The Bonds opposed Olaf's faith and 
requested the king to offer sacrifices to 
the god Thor. Olaf agreed to do so. 
But, said the king, Thor needs the best 
we can give him, so you, Bonds, will 
be the sacrifice!" And that day all the 
Bonds of Norwegia became "christians." 

European history is full of such cases 
of 11conversions." Entire nations were 
made "christian nations" in similar ways. 
In fact, most of Europe was "christian
ized" through mass conversions, mass 
baptism ceremonies, mass meetings in 
the newly built Church buildings of a 
religion which bore little, if any, re
semblance to New Testament Christiani
ty. Clovis the king of France also 11

COn-
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verted" his army in a single day. In the 
16th century the Spanish armies "con
verted" (or murdered) entire popula
tions of South America. 

And we see, we European Christians 
live, with the result: nations claiming to 
be "Christian nations" but whose heart 
has remained pagan; churches full of in
dividuals who have never committed 
their lives to the God they are supposed 
to worship; leaders and teachers whose 
words are more sacred than God's 
Word. 

Missionaries and churches supporting 
them can be prone to seek fields and 
methods where and wherewith mass re
sults can be obtained. It is possible 
today on some continents to obtain the 
"conversion" of entire villages, entire 
families, tribes or groups. In societies 
the history of which is still based on 
veneration, sometimes worship, of the 
ancestors, it is possible, through the 

Do Not Let Satan Defeat You 
Through Numbers L. DEAN eoNo 

In recent years some have been 
gathering information on churches and 
publishing lists of those baptizing over 
100. The last such list I saw was for 1980 
and included twenty-seven churches 
baptizing from 100-300. This is great 
and we should all thank God for such 
activity among the saints. 

Since, in number in attendance, the 
majority of congregations are probably 
less than 200 in attendance, then many 
of us can look at such lists and decide 
there is no way we can ever do that in 
our home congregation and give up or 
never try. 

While we are not in competition with 
one another we need to make sure we 
are not defeated through such reports .. 
We need to encourage one.another in 
every way we can. 

While in the list for 1980 referred to 
where there were 100-300 per congre
gation baptized I have seen published 
reports that one of those congregations 
baptized one for each 4.8 average num
ber in attendance on Sunday morning. 
In one other this figure is in excess of 
one of each 26. While large in atten- -
dance the latter one is low in conver- .. 
sions per average attendance. Now these -:. 
two congregations may not be 11best" or 
''worst" in the list of twenty-seven but 
this is not the point. What we all need . 
to realize is that the numbers are more 
important and encouraging as they . 
compare to productivity. ;· 

So, here 1s the challenge to all con- :. 
gregations--those baptizing over 100 . 
and those not baptizing over 100: How · 
great is your local productivity? How '. 
many does it take to get one back from 
Satan? Most may not be able to baptize · 
100-300 but we can do what God ex
pects and not give up with a defeatist 
attitu<;le because we can't baptize 1 00. 

Here at North Highway Church of 
Christ we had an average attendance of 
138 in Sunday morning worship for 
1981. There were 38 baptisms. This was 
3.6 in average Sunday morning atten-
dance for each one baptized. ·;) 

Let each of us take courage that we ~· 
will not be defeated because we can't .·.< 
baptize 1 oo+ but that with what ev~r ) 
means God has provided us, we w11l ~~ 
work with that, and when we learn to .. : 
depend totally on him he will surely:~ 
give the increase. t 
P.O. Box 356, Broken Bow, OK 74728 .: 

·n 
--------------------------------------------------------:~ 

conversion of one old man to baptize :~:: 
2n entire village or family. :·· 

The masses should be reached and .;} 
should be able to hear the Gospel. But :r;1 
only individuals, and not groups, can be~: 
converted to Christ and should remain ·t; 
our target. Conversion of entire families)] 
in the New Testament happened, but'~; 
there was no message, no method, :~ 
geared t~ reaching "fami.lies." When the :.~ 
message 1s geared to ent1re groups there ,·.1l 

(Continued on page 11) 4 
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A Brotherhood Mistake? 

i Several years ago one of our young, 
'·energetic, enthusiastic preachers re

. ·turned from an annual lectureship at 
-~one of our leading Christian schools 

, :;with a new idea. This new idea, it 
,::.Seems, was the result of some of the 
:;:preacher's reactions to a sort of open 
ilorum type meeting they had witnessed. 

1 ::·Jhe idea was that of the "closed" micro
·' phone. 
,:· While this idea may have originated 
~·with good intentions, time has shown 
~he insidiousness of the mistake. The 
'·philosophy of the "closed" microphone 
.. is that only the preacher be allowed to 
~se it in the assembly; that he alone is in 

:a. position to keep the church unified 
·.and free from division. There are several 
;errors that appear in this philosophy: 
:' The ·preacher becomes the "chief" 
~·priest. The New Testament teaches the 
'priesthood of all believers with jesus 
:<:hrist as the chief priest. The assembly 
:used to be the training ground for fu-

. ~ture leaders. It is gradually changing into 
;'a showcase for "guilded" ministers. (You 
may even spell it gilded.) 
. : The preacher only at the microphone 
makes our worship periods into a spec
tator religion. There has been an accom
paning decline in religious participation. 

'The average member's enthusiasm has 
·been dulled by the professional take-

1 over. The feeling soon arises, "If a paid 
. professional can't get results-, what 
,.chance have I?" The result is that more 
.2nd and 3rd ministers are being hired, 
·usually at the insistence of the 1st. The 
:likeness of spectators watching their 
!avorite pro sports team seems striking. 
·>.The practice allows preachers to take 

1 over elders responsibilities. Elders are 
supposed to "set the gainsayers at 
~nought." If the preacher is the only one 
:speaking, this responsibility is unused 
.and therefore lost. How can this respon
sibility be exercised if there is no longer 
:~.spirit of openness and frankness among 
:~II believers? What happens to ability to 

' ~grow and learn through open, frank dis
,cussion? 
t:.: It quenches the spirit by leaving many 
~Ients (or gifts) undeveloped and un
[ilsed. Paul told Timothy to commit what 
had been delivered to him to faithful 
.ifnen who would be able to teach others, 
:also. It is said that a great leader is one 

1 ~~who leads for the good of the most 
:concerned, and not for personal gratifi
;fication of his own ideas," and "who 

.Jdevelops leaders while leading." 

GUY LACKEY 

It does not foster humility; it appeals 
to the egotistical nature of the "natural 
man" who desires preminence, who 
wants to be the one who tells others 
just how "the cow eats the cabbage," to 
be the knight in shining armor who 
saves the church from the dragon. God's 
prescription for this situation is, "from 
whom all the body fitly framed and knit 
together through that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the working in 
due measure of each several part." 

It relies on the "infallibility" princi
ple that we so easily condemn in others. 
When the "atmosphere" demands that 
we keep our opinions to ourselves (the 
restoration plea was, "In matters of faith, 
unity; in matters of opinion, liberty; and 
in all things, love"), especially if they 
disagree with the preacher's, the impli
cation is that he is always right. He 
becomes the final interpreter. We need 
to replace this with "let him who thinks 
he stands take heed lest he fall" (an 
admonition to those who think they are 
right) and "prove all things." 

Perhaps the grossest error of all was 
that it was born of fear and not of love . 
Fear demands censorship; it demands it 
because of a feeling of inadequacy-in
ability to meet and cope with the situa
tion. But truth and the quest for it de
mand openness, frankness, the inquir
ing mind, a friendly "let us explore this 
together" attitude . 

The Holy Spirit has a solution for this 
problem found · in these verses, "Love 
suffers long and is kind; love envieth 
not; love vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up . . ." This doesn't seem to 
leave much room for one who desires 
the pre-eminence.· 

There are many of God's faithful min
isters who have probably been in agree
ment with the ideas mentioned above 
but have not been aware of the neces
sity of making them known throughout 
the brotherhood. There are many others 
who are pursuing this course without 
realizing where it will lead. There are 
some whose egotistical nature and de
sire for the pre-eminence has led them 
on a quest for the "chief seats" whether 
blindly or intentionally. Recognizing the 
symptoms of a problem is a pre-requi
site for a cure. Have you checked your 
minister's humility temperature lately? 

The Parable of the Two Ministers 
And it came to pass that two assem

blies passed from this life and were 
gathered before the judgement throne 

of God. One assembly was led by their 
minister who approached the throne and 
began to give an account of his life, 
"Lord, I thank you that you blessed me 
with many talents and gifts, and lo, I 
have used these at every opportunity. 
You gave me the ability to speak, so I 
made all the announcements, led at 
least one prayer. and sometimes two at 
each service, preached all the sermons 
except when I was sick, out of town for 
meetings, or on vacation, gathered all 
adult classes on Wednesday night into 
one and gave the members the benefit 
of my good teaching, and since you 
blessed me with a fine voice, once each 
month, I would display this talent or gift 
for the benefit of the assembly by lead
ing all or most of the songs on singing 
night. 

As each member of the assembly ap
proached the throne there was a notice
able contrast. There were a few who had 
used their talent or gift of teaching who 
had used it in children's classes, even 
fewer who had taught adult classes, a 
small number who had Jed singing, a 
very few who had somehow developed 
an ability for personal work. 

The other assembly was next with the 
one talent or gift Christians appearing 
first, showing the lord how they had not 
hidden their talent or gift but used them 
frequently and well. Some had gained 
other talents or gifts. With the two and 
five talent ones the story was the same, 
well-used talents or gifts with many 
showing gains. When asked why this 
was, they with one accord replied, "Our 
minister truly knew what it meant to 
count others more worthy then himself 
and that the way to greatness was to 
become the servant of all. He cherished 
our talents and gifts, knowing the best 
way to use his was the extension of him
self through us. At every service or class, 
he was continually trying to encourage 
us to use our talents and gifts rather 
than making them a showcase for his 
own. He was continually trying to work 
himself out of a job rather than preserve 
it, but he never quite succeeded as there 
were always enough gifts and talents 
that were unusesd or untrained that 
needed his attention. Even now he ap
proaches your throne as the last of our 
number. And the Lord, perceiving that 
this servant was well loved by many, 
said, "Well done, good and faithful ser
vant, enter into the joys of your Lord. 

503 S. Cherry La., Granbury, Tex 76048 
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CHURCH REMAINS IN 
INGLEWOOD, CALIFORNIA 

The leaders from three L.A. area con
gregations have recently met with the 
elders from the lngelwood congregation 
to work together in an attempt to work 
out a plan to maintain the church in 
Inglewood. · Because of a reduction in 
membership f rom over 500 to 100, as 
the community changed from white to 
black and Spanish, the leaders at Ingle
wood were strongly considering sell ing 
the property and merging wi th two other 
congregations. 

The ministers and elders from the 
Normandie Ave., West Adams Blvd., 
and Figueroa Street congregations met 
with the lngelwood elders. The sugges
tion was made that these three con
gregations wou ld send to Inglewood 
several strong, faithfu l and hard work
ing families, some elders, deacons and 
also a dependable fullt ime minister. 
After several special meetings and pray
er sessions, the lnglevvood elders de
cided to accept the help of its sister con
gregations and to try to maintain the 
church there, which is now 40 years o ld 
and was at one t ime one of the strongest 
congregations in the L.A. area. 

John Green has agreed to work with 
the congregation as a fullt ime minister. 
Seven faithfu l famili es from Normandie 
are to go to Inglewood and three fam i
lies f rom the West Adams congregation. 
So, whi le a few months ago it looked 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is ac
cepting applications for houseparents and relicf
houseparents. We can offe r you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For addit ional information 
and application forms contact joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer 8, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505·663· 
5530. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Contimtom enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed tmtil 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in traitzing for full time 
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work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

as if the city of Inglewood wou ld lose 
the Lord's church, it wi ll remain there. 

A Firm Foundation subscription makes a 
wonderfu l birthday o r anniversa ry gift. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Brown Trail School of Preachinq 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

-- --
18th Annual Harding University 1 
Youth Forum I 

April 9-10, 1982 

"Oh To Be 
Like Thee" 
The Youth Forum provides op
portunity for high school 
students to visit the campus 
and get a taste of college life 
and to hear messages planned 
especially for teen-agers. 

Joe Beam, minister of the 
Highland Church of Christ at 
Carriage Hills in Montgomery, 
Ala., will be the featured 
speaker this year on the theme, 
"Oh To Be Like Thee." 

In conjunction with the For
um, university students will 
stage the annual presentation of 
"Spring Sing." The lively, musi
cal variety show involved more 
than 800 students last year. 

Other highlights during the weekend will include performances by the Band, 
Chorale, Belles and Beaux, A Cappella Chorus and Time of Day. 

Admissions Office personnel will be available to answer questions about 
Harding's program. A special faculty~tudent conference period is scheduled. 
Students and parents are invited to talk with department chairmen and begin making 
plans for higher education. 

Spring Sing 
The popular Spring Sing is held simultaneously with the Youth Forum. Presented by 
students, the variety musical involves several hundred club members representing 
their social clubs to perform original skits and songs. The shows this year will be at 7 
p.m. on Friday and at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday. The gala extravaganza has 
proved to be a popular attraction for Youth Forum attendants, alumni and other 
guests. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·I 
I 
I 
I 

L 
(Visitors will need to follow the previous pattern of planning in advance to stay in the dor
mitory room of a friend on campus. Although no advance housing requests will be handled by 
the Admissions Office, housing will be provided for those unable to make arrangements. 
Assignments for those requiring accommodations will be made upon registration. All visitors 
should bring bedding and towels for the weekend.) I ________ .. 
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MAKING DISCIPLES OR SEEKING 
MASS CONVERSIONSJ 

(Continued from page 8) 

· 'iis a danger of watering down whatever 
>is not acceptable to the group (which 
may, however, be acceptable to indi

ividuals in the group . 
. ~: In trying to adapt the Gospel to spe
lcific groups we may find ourselves doing 

i J.exactly the opposite of what we are 

l ~,supposed to do. If some or many don't 
·~wish to hear some aspects of God's 

· ttruths, should we just, then, concentrate 
· f.on teaching them what they wish to 
~hear? Is not this desire to preach what 
11eople wish to hear related to apostasy? 

·::should we not preach the cross to those 
, who don't want a crucified jesus; the 

· ·judgment to come to those who don't 
·.want to be told they are sinners; the 
~(resurrection to those who don't believe 
· ~in life after death; right and wrong to 
Jth~se who don't believe in standards of 

1 
·light and wrong? 
:•~ We must be as Greeks· with the 
:Creeks, and jew with the Jew. But does 

. ithat mean Good News for one becomes 
·l3ad News for another or vice versa? As 
JWe preach the Gospel in foreign lands 
:We are usually confronted with watered 

.. P,own forms of Christianity which are 
, .the result of mass conversions in the 

·,past. Individuals were not really dis
:Ciplined to Christ. They just went from 
;qne religion to another and the result 
:~as religious syncretism. In fact, any
. thing you see today in the world which 
'bears the name "religion" is mere re-

. )igious syncretism. Apart from Chris-
1ianity there is nothing really unique or 
priginal in any world religion. 
;. Conversion means a turning away 

'from something to something else. The 
. requirements of a life turned to God 
'must be specified not after, but before 
paptism and confession; not just when 
Christians assemble for the lord's Sup
per but whenever they are being taught 
outside the gatherings. 
:. There is essentially one criteria 
~herewith the success of an evangelist 
er missionary ought to be measured: 
poes his teaching, his work, bring 
~bout a turning away of individuals 
from unbelief to belief, from sin to holi
i 

.! 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ness, from worship of self to worship 36 avenue de Beziers, 34770 Gigean, 
of God. France 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITEMrURE DEGREE 

1\Jition Free. VA approved. AJI professors have advanced degrees in their 
spedfic areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

i>outf)eastern ~iblical Jnstitutt 
3545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (AUanta) Georgia .30J40/ 404-458-76Jl/E. Dale McDimlet Director 

THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April 15·18, 1982 

THEME: "TRUTH AND ERROR IN CONFLICT" 
THURSDAY, APRIL 15TH 

1:00 p.m ....... The Limits of Fellowship .................... Bobby Cullum 
2:00 p.m ....... "Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge" .......... Johnny Ramsey 
7:30p.m ....... Critical Assumptions of the Bales Position ....... Jerry Moffitt 
8:15p.m •...... Neo·Pentecostalism .......................... Pat McGee 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH 
8:30 a.m •...... The Issue of the Versions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Black 
9:30 a.m •...... The 1,000·Year Reign ..................... Wayne Jackson 

10:30 a.m ....... Abiding Restoration Principles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pat McGee 
1:00 p.m ....... Saving the World While Losing the Church ........ W. R. Craig 
2:00 p.m ....... Church Discipline ............................. Gary Ealy 
7:30 p.m ....... The Authority of the Bible .................. Johnny Ramsey 
8:15p.m ....... The Existence of God ...................... Wayne Jackson 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH 
8:30a.m ....... Liberalism-Threat To World Evangelism ......... Ira Rice, Jr • 
9:30 a.m ....... Basic Arguments for the Deity of Christ . . . . . . . . . . Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m ....... The Authority of Elders ...................... Frank Dunn 
1:00 p.m ....... "Imputed Righteousness" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Workman 
2:00 p.m ....... The Eldership--Critica.J Problem Today ......... William Cline 
7:30 p.m ....... The Crossroads Philosophy .................... Ira Rice, Jr. 
8:15 p.m •...... The Inspiration of the Bible .................. Guy N. Woods 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH 
9:30 a.m .. · ..... Proper Concern for Truth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m ....... The Holy Spirit in Conversion ......... : . ...... Guy N. Woods 
-Congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m ....... Questions and Answers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m .... · ... Problems Relating to the Home Today .......... William Cline 
7:00p.m •...... Evolution-Threat to the Faith ................. Roy Deaver 

DAILY: Thrust Debate Forum ..•.......... 3:00p.m. 
Congregational Singing ............. 7:00 p.m. 

* * * * * * * 

Accommodations in homes of members 
Vans, self·contained campers welcomed 
Exhibit space available-on prior approval 

Southwest Church of Christ 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

PLAN TO BE WITH US! 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1-year intensive Bible study 
2nd-year graduate level, optional 

Call or Jerry Moffitt, Director 
write: Bobby Cullum, Dean 
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RETIRED PREACHERS 
J. D. Thomas 

Perhaps not enough thought has been 
given by the church at large to the mat
ter of how our retired "soldiers of the 
cross" get along financially. 

Some congregations now have retire
ment insurance programs for their cur
rent preache'rs and perhaps most preach
ers today are under social security-but 
as a people we have been slow to ac
cept responsibility in this area and prob
ably the most of our preachers who are 
now retired are having to be very frugal 
in order to make ends meet. 

Here is a suggestion that is provin g 
to be practical and might even become 
general if considered thoughtfully: 

The Third and Central congregation 
at Lovington, New Mexico, where I re
cently conducted a gospel meeting and 
where Gary Montgomery is the pulpit 
minister, has for a few years now fol
lowed the practice of furnishing a house, 
utilities, F.I.C.A. taxes, and warm-heart
ed fellowship to retired preachers and 
their wives who may agree to come live 
among them and be of some service to 
the church such as teaching classes, 
occasional preaching, visiting among the 
members. No sa lary is involved, under 
the presumption that they have income 
from some source to care for other liv
ing expenses. A sense of family and 
belonging is theirs and they can stay in 
this relation as long as they wish. No 
absolute work demands are made. 

Financially, this program does not 
prove too heavy a burden on this 400 
member congregation . Realtors in the 
congregation aid in buying older houses 

Oppo•·tunities 
Cl••·istian 

Educatio•• 

Outstanding opportunities are 
available for qualified Christian 
teachers and other personnel in 
Christian education in Indianapo
lis. Applications are desired for 
positions in Admi nistration, math
ematics (High School), business, 
music and development. 

Send resume 

to Herchel McKamey 
4320 S. Arlington Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Contact 

Business Office-788-7571 
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at a bargain. Members get busy and re
do the houses so that they are quite 
livable. On occasion a member will do
nate a house to the church for this pur
pose. Out of treasury demands, there
fore, are comparatively small, and the 

spiritual benefits to the church are large 
as wel l as the good done for the retiree; 
themselves. 

-----<>--
Note to subscribers: Please g ive your old 

address as well as your new address When 
you move. 

---·---·-·-------·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--

Recordex 14 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

Regular $1,795. 
Special Below 

Regular $589.00 
Special Below 
Manuf. Cost 

$45
9 95 

Manuf. Cost 
. $1,224.95 

Recordex 345 
~--······································· · ··················································· 

I 
• 
I 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise , high energy 
__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum) 
__ 60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
__ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: ChristiaA Book House 
J. P. Kt:lly, 324 West Park Avenue 
Greenfteld , IN -'6140 · 317· 462· 3648 

O Check OMoney Order 
O Visa OM as!ercard 

Prior Payment Required 

card • 

exp dale 

Free Postage 
F!lr;;; 

LABELS 

Name 

Address 

Ciry. State. Zip FF ---.- ··-.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. should be pursued 
relentlessly: that religious commitment. 

which is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An Introduction to Seaver College 
which describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdlne 
University. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
In Business Administration, 

Communications. Humanities/Fine Arts, 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White, President 
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r. WHO SHOT THE SHERIFH 
.. Larry Thomason 

· · During the times of the old west 
I 

there were outlaws who were pursued 
and captured and returned to jail. Often 
times it was a one man job and a long 
ride home for the sheriff and his pris
oner. The outlaw would wait for his 
chance to kill the sheriff and escape. 

On one such occasion, a man was 
making his escape. He had just shot the 
lawman when a group of riders rode 

1 into the camp. The outlaw began to 
. casually prepare to leave even though 

the men who had ridden into camp had 
seen everything. He was very surprised 
to hear that these men were going to 
take him on to jail. As one of the riders 
put it, "When you killed the lawman, 
you didn't kill the law." 

This same story is older than we may 
have supposed. Elijah tells of this occur
rence in I Kings 19:10. "And he said, 
I have been jealous for the lord God of 
hosts: for the children of Israel have for
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword, and I, even I only, am left; and 
they seek my life, to take it away." In 
an effort to destroy the law and justify 
their idolatrous worship they had slain 
the lawgivers or the prophets. 

In essence the same thing happened 
when Moses went on top of Mt. Sinai. 
As soon as the lawgiver was gone, the 
Israelites turned to their own ways 
rather than God's. 

Then in the New Testament our lord 
came to bring the "will of the Father," 
yet many were unwilling to let God 
speak. They did not want to lose their 
positions of power or give up their tra
ditions that had been passed down for 
many generations. Instead they crucified 
the lawman (Jesus) in hopes to get rid 
of the law. However, Jesus was tri_um
phant over death and God's will pre
vailed once again. 

In a sense some continue this practice 
even today. There are those who think 
that they can hide from God. They get 
away from other Christians and away 
from the church building and feel like 
they have gotten away from God and 
his law. 

Still others get away from the law of 
God by finding a church or preacher 
who is sympathetic to their beliefs even 
though they may be contrary to the word· 
of God. Thus they justify their actions 

1 and declare that it is all nothing more 
than a matter of opinion. 

We must realize that we cannot 
~~a-~-a-a-~-a-n_a_t o••!• 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
~ualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
... R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

<••a_u_u-d-D-~-a-a- a-a-a- a-c•!• 

rationalize the law of God away and 
justify our actions when they are con
trary to his will. We might destroy the 
lawman or man of God who brings the 
law but we can never destroy God's 
eternal truths. His word "liveth and 
abideth forever." 

58,702 BAPTISMS REPORTED IN 1981 
BY ONE EIGHTH OF OUR 

CONGREGATIONS 
Jule Miller reports, in the latest edition 

of his SOUL SAVING REPORT, 1,328 con
gregations had responded to a survey 
he had mailed out, and that these con
gregations had baptized 30,621 people 
during 1981. 

Miller pointed out that only one out of 
every eight churches cared enough to 
even answer the questionnaire. It would 
be interesting, in the light of all the fig
ures bantered about, to know exactly 
how many were baptized during 1981. 
Brethren could cooperate enough to re
port statistics. 

Miller also noted that Jimmie lovell 
of California reported 28,081 baptisms 
through the special efforts of his World 
Bible School. Careful records are kept 
upon those baptized as a result of World 
Bible School work and it has been found 
that more than SO% of them remain 
faithful to churches with which they have 
become associated. This is about the 
average in the U.S. 

Adding the 30,621 baptized by 1,328 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

congregations and the 28,801 baptized 
as a result of World Bible School work 
gave Miller the total he reported. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15e. Instructions 
free. 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad. check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 35e addressed to you. 
LITERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 

79601. 

HOME COMING 
DAY 

MARCH 28,1982 

All former members and friends 
of the Central Church of Christ 
are invited to come Home ... 
and spend an exciting and spir
itually rich day with us. 

SPEAKER 
BRENT ADAMS 
Plainview, Tex. 

Bible Study 9:30a.m. 

COMMEMORATING 
75th Anniversary of Church in 

Shawnee 
40th Anniversary in present location 

Full day of activities planned 

Central Church of Christ 
10th & Bell, Shawnee, OK 

1-405-273-3065 

GOD CREATED 
CREATION 

FILM AND TAPE LESSONS 
FROM THE BIBLE 

THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION 
4 Filmstrips, 2 Sound Cassette Tapes, (4 Sides) 

Author-OTTIS L. HILBURN, Ph.D. $162.50 set 

713/295-7967 p.o. box 5004 Huntsville, Tx. 77340 
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PLEASE SEND MORE LITERATURE Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop. 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 1es nc,, accepted. We have previously let brethren know 

tha:t we are in desperate need of En
glish Bible literature and tracts for all 
the West Indian churches. Churches and 
individuals have responded in a wonder
ful way to the Caribbean Literature Cam
paign. We have, as a result, distributed 
hundreds of pieces of literature to 
churches throughout the Caribbean. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 I 

We have not, though, touched the 
surface of the need. We can use hun
dreds of pounds more. The churches 
here have little of nothing. So if you 
can please send all you r used or unused 
literature to us here in Antigua we can 
distribute to those w ho are in need. We 
use a private. airplane to transport the 
materials to the churches throughout 
the Caribbean islands. When we go on 
extension training trips we just take a 
load of materials. So if yoll have any 
literature in the following areas please 
send it: Bibles, Religious books Tracts, 
Bible School Materials, Charts, Work
books, Religious Journals, Recorded 
Cassettes, Personal Evangelism Aids. 

<C·----.--·--·-·-...-·--~·-·-·~-·---·-·-··---·-.._J 

All of our work in the Bible and l ead
ership Training by Extension School is in 
English. Th erefore, we can use all the 
English material you can send. just send 
by surface mail to: Roger E. Dickson, 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 7, All Saints, 
Antigua, West Indies. 

--o----
RE GENTS EXTEND TERM OF 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
Pepperdine University's Board of Re

gents has unanimously passed a resolu
tion extending the term of Pepperdine 
President Howard A. White through 
September 1984, it was announced by 
Thomas G. Bost, chairman of the 40-
member board. 

The resolution, passed at the Regents' 
December meeting, signaled a unified 
vote of conf idence for White, who has 
served since September 1978 as the Uni
versity's chief executive and fifth presi
dent. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for P1'eachersJ Teachers} Personal W m·kersJ 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. I. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
1982 WORLD'S FAIR VACATIONl 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meeting places, preachers sedcin~r work or congregations seekin~ preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

May 1 through October 31 for rent by day or week: 
2 completely furnished 3 bedroom homes, also 2 
completely furnished apartments. Only 8 miles from 
Fair. For reservations or Information, call 615-639-2172 
or write Joyce Cawood, 7543 Beaver Ridge Road, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37921. 
JOB INFORMATION: DALLAS, Houston, Overseas, 
Alaska, $20,000 to $50,000 possible. 602-998-0426 
Dept. 0566 Phone Call Refundable. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training .. 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (80S) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEX.A.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1005 S. Trim
IDler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Mlni3ter. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80.2.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 

, ~R.LINGTON~ VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
[rv1ng & Arhngton Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 

, nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
'Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OBA.TDAM. N. J.. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'1928. ~ORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
1101-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.llEA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubllD Road 

Plea•antou, CallfornJa 94588 
James W. Ferguson. Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
f6\%~ of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul HaT]Jer, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morg1lll Ave .. 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mari. Office 4'1'1-
S2'Tl. Bobby Wade, Mlu. 4'18-40C56. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
.. EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
f!ts. I! interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dtrec:tor. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RPELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 

.0. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church nf 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 'lU-6'19-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

\Yanted: full time local _preacher for small congrega
!•on located in Central Texas. Excellent church build
mg and preacher's house. Please apply by resume 
only, giving summary of past experience, family status 
and references. Would like to have someone here by 
1st. or 2nd. week in December. Church of Christ, 
Rosebud. Texas 76570, Box 544. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 

Preacher Available 
Desire work with congregation seeking steady long
ra.,ge growth. Experienced in preaching, educational 
ministry, and counseling and possessing strong per
sonal work and leadership capabilities. Call Will 
Moyers at 1-817-927-7416. 

The Hillcrest Church of Christ, 1712 E. O'Neal St. 
(P.O. Box 884) Gainesville, Texas 76240, is seeking an 
associate minister-preferably between the ages of 25 
to 40 years; four-year college degree-appropriate 
ability to speak for the purpose of teaching informa
tive, interesting classes and filling pulpit when neces
sary; plus ability to oversee educational program. 

If interested send resume to above P.O. Box. 
Picayune, Miss. congregation, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast., seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized salary and benefit 
package. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Sealcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466. 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
say move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi. 
Call 616-773-6395. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
"Do you want a challenge in the beautiful 50th state? 
Associate minister wanted for congregation of 15 
Christians with no elders. Needs to be self-motivating, 
mature in the faith, and very evangelistic. Housing and 
utilties provided, but must obtian own support. Good 
position for retired or semi-retired person. If interest
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Street, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (808) 935-6917." 
Revelation Complete in 12 cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus l>ook on premil· 
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen L. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (918) 341-2926 
except Mon. & Thurs. 
WANTED: Full-time evangelistic preacher for pulpit 
position, 2 elders. Sunday morning attendance 300, 6 
bus routes with associate minister in charge, building 
4 years old, auditorium size 450, 11 classrooms, youth 
worship, active congre~ation interested in leading the 
lost to Christ, 30 bapt1sms in 1'981. If interested. con
tact: Elders, Central Church of Christ 2200 McDowell 
Road, Vincennes, Indiana 47591. 
Recently returned from six years mission work in 
southern Africa. I have local experience in the s:ates. 
B.A.; M.A. degrees from Harding. Would like to 
locate with congregation as minister. Please contact 
Glenn Goree 713-520-0020. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: 12 Yrs. Experience-Evange
lism, Preaching, Radio, T.V., Newspaper, much more. 
Married 14 Yrs., 2 children, Age 33. Resume and 
References Available. Contact: Steve Henley, 1912 
Everest, Idaho Falls, ld. 83402 A/C 208-524-6184. 
Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 

LIVE IN THE 

Used Book List. Free. Varner's Bookstore, 102 Laramie 
St., Marietta, OH 45750. 
PREACHER WANTED-US Military congregation in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany seeking minister for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1982. Four year 
commitment required. Well established congregation, 
self-supporting, located in largest US community out
side USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 
YU!tiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'150 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489· 
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 

A small school in Pescara, Italy, run by missionaries 
seeks mission-minded Christian school teachers to 
teach in an international school situation. Opportunity 
to teach daily Bible lessons to class, and to be a real 
influence, makes the job a true satisfaction. Applica
tions are being accepted for both elementary and 
secondary school. Teaching couples wishing to do 
missionwork would be ideal. Write for further details 
and application forms. Panterra American School, 
Contrada San Martino 35 Marina di Citta Sant Angelo 
Jtalia (PE). 

INVESTJGATEl The Firm FoundatloD 
trle. to aereeD Ddverti•Jng, aud will not 
kllowlagl7 toke questionable advertl•llag. 
But lt Ia the reader's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like an7 other paper, we aome
tlmea unwlttlngb' run an unworthy ad. 
All the old •a71Dg goes. before you lnve•t• 
lnve~ttiJrQtel 

YELLOWSTONE-GRAND TETON 
FAMILY WEEK PROGRAM 

The third annual Yellowstone-Grand 
Teton Family Week program is sched
uled for August 8-12, 1982 in the beauti
ful Grand Teton National Park in North
west Wyoming, Colter Bay Village. 

The Theme for the program is, "The 
Bible, Yes or No!'; Some of the con
firmed speakers and t~achers are: Reuel 
Lemmons, Austin, Texas; Roy H. Lanier 
Jr., Denver, Colorado; Norman Gipson, 
Denver, Colorado; Maxie Boren, Corsi
cana, Texas; V. P. Black, Chickasaw, Ala
bama; Dub McClish, Denton, Texas, and 
others. 

You can make reservations by writing 
to the Reseravtions Manager, Grand Te
ton Lodge Company, P.O. Box 240, 
Moran Wyoming, 83013, or .call james 
0. Rich, (307) 543-2855. 

NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive trainill!g program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the CaJPital Districl of New York- For furtth-er 
infonnation-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: {518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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RETIRE A MILLI NAIRE? 
••• and help the church gro"', too! 

12°/o to 15°/o 
Compounding Beats Inflation! 

See How Your Money Grows In A Tax·Shelte~ed Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT H.R. 10 (Keogh) 
S:z,ooo Invested Per Year* $1S1000 Invested Per Year* 

After Investment @ t:z% @ IS% Aft er Investment @ t:z% @ IS% 
S years $10,000 $14,378.S9 $lS,757.7S 5 years S7S,OOO $107,839.3& $118,183.SfJ 

IOyears :zo,ooo 40,1%8.4& 48,:Z34.88 10 years 1§01000 300,'963-:ZfJ 361,763.54 
:ZO years 40,000 168,8:ZS. 77 :ZS3,U9.4% :zo years 300,000 1,2&6,193.38 1,898,481.15 
30 years 60,000 581,S7S-37 I,I:Z3,491.4:Z 30 years 4SO,OOO 4,)61,817.33 8,4%&,:z:J.8.4S 

The projections used In the tables above a re baaed on current 1•atea and are subject to change. 

*Effective January 1, 198%: Any wage earner may invest up to $%,000 per year ... TAX· 
SHELTERED • .. in an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), regardless of existing plans. Also, 
investments to Keogh (H.R. 10) Plans may be increased to $1S,OOO per y~ar. 

TAX·SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested In 
mortgage church bonds are currently earning 
Interest at 1:ZOfo to 1§%. 
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• No comml .. lon charges 
• Immediate and future tax benefits 
• You Invest f o r yourself and In 

church growth, too 
• Ideal plan to coa.lder for your 

mlnbter'a retirement 
• Traa.ferrlng your existing plan to 

Trust Company of America, could 
lncrea.e your retirement Income 

Tnut Company of America 
5408 Bell • Box 8183 

Amarillo, Texas 79109·1005 
(806) 358·2491 

Please send information on the: 

0 Keogh Plan (Self-employed Retirement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Name ______________________________________ ___ 

Addreu ____________________________________ __ 

CitY---------------- State ____ ZIP---------

Phone No. ____________________________________ _ 
(Day) (Nl&ht) 

Trust Company of America, P.O. Box 8183, Amarillo, 
Texas 79109·1005, (806) 358·2491 f 

Thla announcement Ia not an offer to sell nor a aollcltation of an 
offer to buy theae aecurltiea. The oHerlng la made by the 
Proapet:tua. 

FIRM FOUNDATIOI~-FEBRUARY 16, 1982 
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DR. WILLIAM J. TEAGUE was inaugurated as the ninth presi
dent of Abilene Christian University in a 10 a.m. cere
mony held in Moody Coliseum on the ACU campus. The 
c.e~emony was attended . by numerous dignitaries, state· of
hc1als and .heads. of other ~olleges and universities. Teague 
assumed h1s duties as Pres1dent on August 27, succeeding 
l?hn Stevens who was elevated to Chancellor of the Univer
Sity. Teague, 55 is an ACU Alumnus with a master's degree 
from Columbia and a doctorate from UCLA. He has served 
as Vice President at both Harding and Pepperdine and 
rnore recently as a vice-president of Kerr-McGee co'rp. in 
Oklahoma City. 

. 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1982 
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-·· a:an They Survive? 

Every passing year makes Christian education more 
important. As the world sinks deeper and deeper into 
the materialistic darkness the greater will be the need 
for a light. 

As it becomes more evident through such biased ac
tions as the judge William Overton decision banning 
the teaching of creation in the public schools of Arkan
sas recently-which had the effect of enthroning the 
theory of evolution as the only viable option of origins 
with a legal right to be taught in the classroom-there 
is going to be a greater need for teaching Christian 
principles to our children. We must offset the athe_istic 
trend and anti-religious bias of those who have gamed 
control of the secular educational process. 

We do not believe that Christians should withdraw 
and surrender the public schools to hedonism. Far from 
it! We do believe, however, that we will have greater 
need to indoctrinate our children in our homes and in 
our Christian schools. There will also be an increased 
need for public school teachers who have their training 
in Christian Schools rather than in atheistic environ
ments. 

According to Don Gardner's survey, we now operate 
144 Christian schools with a combined enrollment of 
31,451 students on 191 separate campuses on the public 
school level. We ha'Je approximately 20,000 students 
in 15 colleges, and a host of others in schools of preach
ing. Christian education is alive and well. It is thriving. 

We believe it is a healthy sign when concerned par
ents take enough interest in what their children are 
being taught to see to it that they get an education 
in an environment where faith is not scoffed at and in
tellectual snobbery puts a premium on materialism. 

Private schools have become popular in recent years 
for a number of reasons-some of them laudable and 
some not. But the direction in which society seems to 
be going demands that if we cannot change that direc
tion, or are unwilling to make the sacrifice to do it-the 
only alternative is to create and develop small segments 
of society that we can control. We should not think that 
we can do that without sacrifices either. Private schools 
must be supported-not out of the tax till, but out of 
our pockets. A gift to a private school is an investment 
in our future. If they care enough, even with inflation, 
people will send their children to private schools and 
colleges. 
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Secular humanism is the religion that is sweeping the 
land. It is changing our society, educationally, and 
therefore politically, socially .and religiously. It destroys 
families, aborts babies, and threatens the dignity of the 
elderly. It champions deviate life styles, immoral living 
and drunkenness. The bottom line is that if we do not 
do more than we have done the church as we know it 
may sink beneath the icy waves. 

The task of combining great scholastic discipline with 
moral Christian values has never been an easy one. 
Schools and colleges that have tackled the task have 
floundered by the hundreds. The pressure is too great 
and the price is too high. It is a fact of history that the 
great schools of early America, without exception, have 
had to abandon their religious convictions in order to 
maintain standing in a secular society. Whether we will 
be able to reverse the course is still to be seen. If our 
guarding our money continues to take precedence over 
our spiritual values, our days are numbered. 

It is the task of a school to produce academic ex
cellence. Those who would lower this goal, and dis
count its worth would destroy Christian education and 
put a premium on ignorance. We believe that academic 
excellence can be maintained without divorcing our 
schools from the divine process. There is a challenge in 
the struggle to maintain the much higher ideals of pri
vate education without settling for the mediocrity of 
head knowledge divorced from faith. With the sacri
ficial efforts of those who really believe in God, they 
can survive. 

The world thinks that sin is only in the eyes of the 1 

beholder. Radio, Television, the newspaper, textbooks- · 
every medium of communication---:has become. satu
rated with vulgarity, sex and profamty to the pomt of 
nausea. Religion in general has sunk to a disdainful level. 
But there is-as there has always been-a remnant. The 
church is in the world but it must continue to be sep
arate from the world. We must not allow secularism to 
inundate either the church o.r the educational process. 
Both can survive, but it will be a hard fight with a short 1 

stick. 

Volume 99 

FIR!\1 FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemntons, Editor 

(USPS 191-120) Number'l 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday in DeC(lm~et' by the Firm Founda· 
Lion Publishing House, 8110 Guadalupe Street, Austm, Texas. Second Class 
Postage paid at Austin, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
• 1 b · ti $10 00 per year Club rate, $9.00 per year In clubs of five ~~n~~r!u ~:rec;!ttonai rate, $6.00. per family per year. foreign subseripti~n~ 

$11. Th~ date on your address label shows the time to wbach your sub5enptio 
is paid. 

\ BUNDLE RATES 
In bundl~ of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per r:t:IPY• 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 23. 1982 
,, 
A 



It could be so difficult to stick with 
some jobs. Try to empathize with the 
policeman trying to keep law and order 
while the crime rate creeps upward and 
citizens remain apathetic. Or with the 
honest lawyer, frustrated and indignant 
over the hardened criminals getting off 
scot-free on cunning technicalities. Then 
there's the one who works diligently 
with retarded persons who may not 
really comprehend what's being done 
for them, or may be utterly unable to 
express what appreciation they do feel, 
so, in effect the compassion goes mostly 
overlooked. Such tasks could be so de
pressing-it seems useless when you 
can't really make a dent in the problem. 

And it can be just as frustrating and 
apparently useless to try sharing . the 
gospel on a practical level. Try present
ing God's will to folks who enjoy being 
entangled in promiscuous relationships, 
materialistic ambition, or our growing 
preoccupation with drug dependence. 
Co speak out for a complete, honest 
look at all the issues in abortion, or the 
facts which happen to contradict evolu
tionary theories. See what happens 
when you stand before a society sucked 
up into cultism and zealous but blind 
fanaticism to testify that jesus is the only 
way to know God. Narrow that down to 
conventional "Christian" thought and 
watch how people react to your pro
posal that they simply accept jesus' call 
to discipleship through immersion into 
his undenominational body. 

How's that for frustrating? 

What does happen when Christians 
present valid statements from the Word 
on these or similar issues? You get 
mostly sneers, resentment, and rejec
tion. We've failed to reach them. Can't 
even make a decently-sized dent in the 
wall of human pride. Discouragement? 
Sure. 

CHUCK BRYANT 

jesus himself came into this very 
world of obstacles and ingratitude. Peo
ple are pretty much the same now as 
they were then. And, overall, they're 
treating our message just as they treated 
him. Think it's depressing for us to face 
unthinking, apathetic foes? How agoniz
ing it must have been for the very Son 
of God! Suppose you developed a un~
versal cure for all cancers-you rush 1t 
to a major research hospital for termi
nally ill patients who are dying misera
bly from rare, untreatable maladies. You 
burst into the Intensive Care Unit where 
they lie suffering, and you shout out 
joyfully, "I've got it! I've got the remedy 
for every single one of you here-free! 
Here, let me give it to you-" and you 
get only curses, complaints, and you're 
thrown out the door. 

How do you suppose Jesus felt when 
he brought the healing to sin-infested 
lives, only to be brutally cast off? And 
the most ironic thing is that the very 
people who should've supported him 
the most were the ones who resisted his 
efforts most fiercely. 

And how does Jesus respond to their 
callous pride? Bitterly? Does he slap 
them back with their own arrogance? 
Not at all. He confronts them directly 
with the expose of their rebellious 
hearts but it is none-the-less out of lov
ing concern. Read how he feels about his 
opponents just after his scathing re
buke of the Jewish hypocrisy: 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who 
kills the prophets, and stones those 
who are sent to you, how often l 
would have gathered your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chick
ens under her wings, and you would 
not! See, your house is left desolate." 

We need to strive to keep that com-
passion alive in our own hearts as we 
face the same adversary Jesus faced. 
Even though it is frustrating to keep bat-

tering our heads against Satan's chal
lenges we can't give up. jesus never 
did! Even though our best. efforts at 
reaching out may ~e often .'gnored or 
attacked, keep in mm~ that an s~ many 
of his efforts, jesus fa1led-he fa1led to 
reach the hearts of those who needed 
it most. If his methods didn't guarantee 

positive response, why should I ex
~ect my teachings to hush the world 
into reverent awe? 

Sure, as we plead, wit.h peo~le to 
honestly consider Gods w11l for h1s cre-
tion we'll go mostly laughed at and 

kicke'd out. We'll fail t~ reach .them all 
too often. jesus said we d face JUSt what 
he did. 

But-is it really failurel 
NO' Our attempts may fall short, but 

G d ~aunts us as having succeeded 
w~enever we serve him h~nestly an.d 
diligently, walking in the. hght as hiS 
children through jesu.s Ch~lst. Our labor 
in the Lord is never Jn vam .. Even when 
't bounces off the ears of smners? Yes. 
Our victory stands in the fact that we 
are letting Christ's love compel us hto 
share what we have bee_n gtve!'· T e 
hearer's response de~ermmes has suc
cess or failure, not mme. 

Merely hours away from the grue-
end of his earthly life, jesus could 

some · "f ·1 res" and doubt recall hts many at u 
go was obviously aware of the horr~r 

e about to face. And under thts 
he was h fidently proclaimed, "I 
pressure e mc~~he world!" And despite 
have over~o . d uacies we're more 
our percetved ma ~hqe faith-life is vic
than conquerors-
tory! f h' 

Did jesus fail? Never. Many o !S 
. f 'led With God there IS 

listeners at . ss Even seeing our ap-
thing but succe · . . h 

no "f ·rures " we stand f1rm m t e 
ei~~~ which /esus. Christ has already 
secured for all eternity. 

3 [115] 



Does the Message 
Meet with Faith? 

11For we also have had the gospel 
preached to us, just as they did; but the 
message they heard was of no value to 
them, because those who heard did not 
combine it with faith." Hebrews 4:2 
(NIV) 

In those words the book of Hebrews 
sums up the tragedy of ancient Israel as 
the nation turned back from Canaan and 
began the forty years wandering. Under 
the leadership of Moses the Hebrews 
had marched out of Egypt, waited at 
Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Com
mandments and instructions for the 
Tabernacle, and arrived at the border 
of Canaan in a rather short time. 

Twelve spies entered Canaan and 
brought back a glowing report of the 
goodness of the land. But, they also 
brought back fear. "Yet the people who 
dwell in the land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and very large; and 
besides, we saw the descendants of 
Anak there •.. We are not able to go 
up against the people; for they are 
stronger than we ... is a land that de-
vours its inhabitants ... and we seemed 
to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so 
we seemed to them." 

God had said in effect, "Enter in my 
hame. I have given the land to you. No 
one can stand against you. The Prom
ised land is yours for the taking." That 
was the same God who had redeemed 
Israel at the Red Sea. The same God 
who had provided daily food, water 
and constant protection. Over and over 
the nation had experienced the fact that 
God keeps his word. 

At the edge of Canaan the stage was 
set for the triumphant entrance. All that 
they had longed for was only a few 
steps away: fields, houses, security, rest 
. . . Israel could enter and set to work 
building a national life to the glory of 
God. Green fields, rich harvests, orderly 
communities would have been testi
mony to the hand of God. 

What happened at the border of 
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ELMER PROUT 

Canaan? "the message ... did not meet 
with faith in the hearers." The test that 
day was 11 Do you believe God is true to 
his word?" God said, "You CAN enter-
1 give you my word!" That word did not 
meet with faith but with fear and rejec
tion: "There is no way ... why did we 
ever start ... ?" 

life with God is a continuing series 
of calls to go on believing in him. If 
Israel believed enough to start from 
their houses in Goshen they would be 
called on to believe again/still at the 
Red Sea. The question was not merely 
"Will you walk to the Red Sea?" It was, 
"Will you believe in God when you get 
there?" Every step of the journey re
quired a continued response of faith
when there was no water, when the 
water was bitter, when there was no 
bread, when there was not meat . . . 
every day Israel had to decide "Will we 
trust God today?" Realities of the mo
ment and memories of the past made 
that difficult but it was the question that 
could not be avoided. 

Then they came to the border. God's 
purpose was not just to get bodies 
across the Jordan. He would have a peo
ple who above all else trusted him
and who dared to go on trusting him 
with the Promised land in sight. 

The Word of God is of k~y impor
tance in this matter. "Faith comes by 
hearing the word of God." As God went 
on speaking to his people-"There will 
be water; there will be food; you can 
enter"-every word was an opportunity 
to trust and obey. But when people re
fuse to believe what God says the word 
becomes an instrument of judgment and 
death. 

The people described in Hebrews 
3:17-19 were working their way along. 
They were obeying the command to 
walk toward Canaan. But they were not 
actively trusting the God whose word 
they obeyed. And the fact is that 
obedience without faith closes the life 

to God-further, it hardens the heart 
against him. 

"Rest"-that is what God called the 
Promised land. It is of utmost impor
tance to see that "rest" was not to be 
inactivity. It was, first of all, release from 
the wilderness. Away from dust, hot 
wind, Jack of water, limited diet and 
no chance to grow crops. But God's · 
rest is never a do-nothing place. "Rest" 
in Canaan was to have been the place 
of liFE; the place where the nation ac
tively and creatively could have done 
God's will. 

How much did those folks accom
plish for God in the forty years in the· 
wilderness? What testimony did their 
restless lives give to the power of God? 
Without faith/trust in God Israel walked 
to the edge of Canaan but every step 
took them deeper into bitterness. life 
kept closing in. There was no eager. 
anticipation of the next step with God. 
The joy of joshua and Caleb was shut 
out of the hearts of the nation in gen
eral. The message did not meet with 
faith. 

And what of us in these latter days? 
Does the message meet with faith in 
our hearts? God addresses us in his liv
ing Word. He calls us to enter his rest
the place where we can work creatively . 
with and for God because we trust him. 
He tells us that we have passed from 
death into life. 

The list of biblical assurances is end
less. Taken together those assurances. 
outline the "rest," the place or relation
ship in which we can work creatively : 
for the glory of God. The place where.(· 
we are drawn closer to God because all 
work for him is done in trust. 

The question for Israel was not "Will . 
you keep walking toward Can":an?" It,-; 
was "Will you trust God while you_.! .. 
walk?" In like manner, the question for~t:' 
us is "Will we go on trusting while we; · 
obey?" 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. ::, 
95678 ,. 
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~i How Christian Colleges and Schools of Preaching Serve Churches of Christ 
For nearly a century-and-a-half our 

Christian colleges, and later schools of 
preaching, have made inestimable con
tributions to Churches of Christ, Chris
tian homes, and the nation. Since the 
inception of schools of preaching, some 

· twenty years ago, probably more than 
· :::half of all the missionaries in the field 
~·,today were trained in these schools. The 

. :college movement is now facing a ma
':,jor challenge about programs and 

... !.majors, and about Christian education's 
• · :~·commitment to the 11Whole man." Tra

:.ditionally our Christian colleges have 
Christocentric curriculum; that is, all 

·courses are intended to be taught in a 
. Christ-centered manner. 

A Contrast Between Christian Colleges 
(CCs) and Schools of Preaching (SOPs) 

· j SOPs differ from CCs. While both 
take the Word of God and evangelical 
doctrine seriously, generally the SOPs 

. · ·limit themselves to teaching Bible and 
. Bible related subjects. SOPs cater to 
older, usually married students who 
commute to a church building for in-

. struction. Usually tuition is free. The 
CCs recruit young students who are pur
suing a degree program in many dif
ferent fields. Secondarily (or primarily), 
many are seeking a relationship that will 
·lead to marriage and a Christian family. 
A Christian mate is more easily found 
at a Christian college. There is a Chris
:tian philosophy and life among the stu
dents while they are pursuing their 
academic degrees on a college campus. 
Tuition and fees are paid. Housing and 
food are purchased. 

The SOPs focus on training their stu
dents for vocational Christian ministries. 
SOPs among Churches of Christ are 
quite similar to Bible colleges and semi
naries supported by denominations. 

As the state supported public colleges 
became stronger, more wealthy and 
prestigious, many theological and 
church related schools became weaker. 
Many tried to become all things to all 
men .and keep up with public institu
tions with their money and growing 
prestige. 

The religious revivals of the late 19th 
Century caused many religious leaders 
to become concerned. Alexander Camp
bell had chartered Bethany College in 
1840. The Bible College movement 
among denominations began in 1880. 
Dr. A. B. Simpson of the Christian and 
.Missionary Alliance wrote an editorial 
arguing for a college to train mission
aries. In 1882 Nyacl< Missionary College 
be~an in New York with twelve students 
and two teachers. A year later, Emma 
Dryer inaugurated the 11May Institute" 
as a part of D. L. Moody's Chica~o 
Bible Work. In 1886 the Moody Bible 
Institute was formed. The name was as
sumed 14 years later. Almost a century 
later there were over 200 Bible colleges 
and Bible Institutes in North America. 
Most of them are affiliated with the 
American Association of Bible Colleges. 

· -- Sixty-eight are accredited. Fifteen are 
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candidates for accreditation. Several are 
applying. 

Dr. S. A. Whitmere defines the Bible 
college as 11an educational institution 
whose principle purpose is to prepare 
students for church vocation or Chris
tian ministers through a program of 
biblical and practical education." Most 
of the schools in the AAVC adhere to 
this commitment. It is striking that the 
SOPs serving Churches of Christ are al
most identical in their purposes. All of 
these schools began because there was 
an apparent need for Bible trained min
isters and missionaries. 

The Two Alternatives 
It is important to take a look at what 

CCs and SOPs are and have accom
plished. Much good has been done by 
CCs since Alexander Campbell estab
lished Bethany College in Bethany, 
W.VA. Campbell emphatically did not 
want Bethany to be a 11preacher train
ing school" but a college. He was op
posed to professional preachers and the 
clergyman-layman concept. Some of our 
CCs have failed. But their good and the 
fruits of their labors are still among us. 
Our CCs have attempted and largely 
succeeded in maintaining their distinc
tiveness. 

There are some important differences 
which distinguish the SOPs from the 
liberal Arts CCs. The differences are 
centered around curriculum, size, ob
jectives and student body. 1. SOPs focus 
primarily on courses leading to Chris
tian ministry with a two-year program. 
2. Christian liberal Arts Colleges offer 
degree programs with majors in a va
riety of vocations and offer Associates, 
Bachelors, and some Masters and Doc
toral degrees. 3. The average SOP is 
probably only a fraction of the size of 
the CCs. 4. The average age of the SOP 
student is much older than the CC stu
dent. 5. SOP students commute to 
11campus" and their tuition is usually 
free. 6. CC students pay for room and 
board and tuition and fees. 7. There is 
a difference in objectives: The primary 
goal of the SOP is preparation for Chris
tian service vocations. The Christian 
liberal Arts College offers general edu
cation for many vocations with heavy 
emphasis on arts and sciences, but with 
a Bible centered curriculum. 

Academic Standings 
We need to consider the academic 

standings of SOPs and CCs. Actually, the 
faculty members of our SOPs a:e very 
high quality with years of pract1cal ex
perience. However, SOPs do not strive 
for academic recognition as such. Most 
of the faculty members could qualify to 
teach in the colleges, or even graduate 
schools. The library holdings of the 
CCs are much greater. There is little 
or no academic prerequisite for en
trance to the SOPs. CCs strive for full 
accreditation and academic recognition. 

SOPs have an astonishing record in 
producing men who are now serving as 

ministers and missionaries. CCs excel in 
producing teachers, and Christian 
leaders and business men and women 
in other forms of Christian service as 
well as gospel preachers. While proba
bly half of the missionaries in the field 
today were trained in SOPs, the number 
in the field is diminishing according to 
recent surveys, not because of training 
or dedication on the part of the mis
sionaries, but because there are not 
enough churches who are placing a 
priority on support of missionaries. Too 
many churches are placing priorities on 
expensive building, comfortable pews, 
carpeted floors, larger, high salaried 
staffs of specialist ministers over sending 
people out into the lost world to spread 
the gospel. 

Clearly SOPs have become a sub
stantial, effective movement. The great 
need today is fo.r churches to truly dedi
cate themselves to the long term sup
port of growing missionary programs . 

Strengths and Weaknesses 
The primary distinction of CCs is inte

gration of faith and learning into all 
subjects. The principle that the God of 
the Bible is God of Truth; therefore all 
truth is dependent upon God's truth. 
SOPs are strong in teaching the Bible. 
But since they ao not emphasize other 
subjects they are weak in educating the 
whole man. However, in many CCs the 
faculty are brilliantly schooled in some 
specialization such as chemistry or 
sociology. The faculty member's ad
vanced academic training may have 
come from a secular university with no 
spiritual emphasis or appreciation at all. 
And the CC faculty member may have 
a weak or little understanding of the 
spiritual implication of the subject he 
teaches. As for the student taking the 
required Bible courses scattered over 

. four years in a CC, he will probably not 
be as equipped as he should be to 
serve the church or function in depth 
theologically as a minister of the. gos,P~I 
in our contemporary culture. It 1s d1ff1-
cult to generalize on quality. Require
ments among CCs vary concerning Bible 
curriculum. The same is true with SOPs 
teaching subjects which would of neces
sity be beneficial to a minister or 
missionary. 

The Future of SOPs and CCs 
The statistics for the future are gloomy 

both for small CCs and, because of the 
change in specialization of ministers, 
for SOPs. Half of the 113 colleges that 
closed between the spring of 1970 and 
the fall of 1976 were church related 
colleges. The smaller the size of the 
student body and endowment, . the 
greater the likelihood that the CC m1ght 
have to close before 1990. Average age 
of the student body will increase to age 
24 in the 80's, and this will require 
adjustments in supervision and control 
of the student bodies. SOPs are not 
linked to national trends as strongly as 
the CCs. Their enrollment depends less 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Genesis 1 vs. Ancient and Modern Myths 

It has been acclaimed as man's 
greatest step forward in the effort to 
unravel the mysteries of our solar sys
tem. Voyager II is now over a billion 
miles from planet earth, on its way to 
a 1986 encounter with the planet 
Uranus. The pictures taken by Voyager 
of the planet Saturn were nothing short 
of spectacular. Scientists probing the 
mysteries of Saturn have been given 
enough data to keep them busy for 
years to come. 

An overwhelming sense of awe floods 
the souls of Christians as mankind ex
plores the depths of space. Though we 
penetrate a billion miles into space the 
handiwork of the Creator shouts for 
recognition. But many have turned a 
deaf ear to the Creator's appeal. Carl 
Sagan and his colleagues speak of the 
11marvels of nature," ~~nature's wisdom" 
and even the great "plan of nature." 
Instead of giving God the glory, many 
within the scientific community attribute 
wisdom and planning to impersonal 
forces. After all, speaking metaphorically 
relieves the tension of having to deal 
with an impersonal universe program
ming its own design. 

Can Genesis 1 be taken seriously in 
our modern scientific age? After all the 
Genesis record seems simplistic when 
placed along side modern cosmogonies. 
Furthermore, it is claimed that. modern 
scholarship has demonstrated that the 
biblical cosmogony owes its origin to the 
mythologies emerging out of the ancient 
Near East. While these, and other, dog
matic assertions abound concerning the 
nature of the Genesis narrative, they 
cannot be squared with an honest ap
praisal of the first book of Moses. Not 
only does Genesis stand head and 
shoulders above the mythologies of the 
ancient world, it also avoids some twen
tieth century mythological blunders. 

While Genesis 1 does not purport to 
be an exhaustive treatment of the 
chemical and physical processes that 
God used in the creative process, we 
can make some positive affirmations re
garding origins based upon the first 
chapter of Genesis. It is true that the 
Christian's conviction concerning origins 
involves a faith commitment. But if we 
are honest, we will have to admit that 
all theories concerning origins involve 
a profound faith commitment. Origins 
can never be the subject of scientific 
verification simply because the origin 
of the universe cannot be demonstrated 
or repeated through the scientific 
method. Therefore the issue dividing 
proponents concerning origins should 
not be construed as faith versus science. 

Not only does Genesis 1 stand dia
metrically opposed to ancient myths it 
also stands aloof from modern mytho-
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logical blunders. The religion of Human
ism is one of the greatest propagators 
of mythological nonsense in our mod
ern world. Corlis Lamont, the famous 
Humanist author defines the essence of 
humanistic mythology: 

Humanism believes in a naturalistic 
cosmology or metaphysics or attitude 
toward the universe that rules out all 
forms of the supernatural and that 
regards Nature as the totality of being 
and as a constantly changing system 
of events which exists independently 
of any mind or consciousness (Hu
manism As A Philosophy, p. 19). 
There you have the modern myth that 

is making a significant impact on our 
educational system. Humanism en
thrones matter as the ultimate source of 
all that exists and praises evolution as 
nature's great scheme of redemption. 

Genesis 1 presents creation as an 
orderly process, deliberately worked 
out according to Divine wisdom. The 
world is not the end result of a battle 
between the gods Tiamat and Marduk. 
Neither is it the result of a blind, im
personal bump and grind process called 
organic evolution. The myth of a trial 
and error development from the simple 
to the complex is noticeably absent from 
the Genesis record. Each step in the 
creative process meets with Divine ap
proval as indicated by the words, 11God 
saw that it was good." The issue in 
Genesis 1 is not how long it took God 
to complete the creation. A study of the 
numerical symmetry reveals the preva
lent use of the number seven. In He
biew numerology the number seven 
symbolizes "perfection." The emphasis 
in Genesis 1 is upon God's perfective 
power in bringing into existence all of 
creation. 

Mesopotamian mythology abounded 
in epics concerning the battles waged 
between the great gods and the deity 
of the sea. According to the myths of 
the ancient Near East many of the gods 
and the world itself owe their origin to 
the waters of the sea. The Mosaic ac
count portrays the Hebrew God as 
sovereign over the seas by setting the 
bounds of the great oceans. The sea has 
no power to impart life or bring into 
existence anything within the creative 
order. God is the ultim'ate giver of life 
and "he himself gives to all men life and 
breath and everything (Acts 17:25). 

The foolish modern myth that life 
somehow spontaneously generated from 
some primeval pool is no less ridiculous 
than the myths that flooded the ancient 
world. Genesis affirms that God is the 
giver of life both to the beasts and ulti
mately to Adam. The elementary parts 
of matter have no inherent power to 
generate life, separated from the Divine 

spark. Evolutionary explanations for the 
origin of life continue to propagate an 
ancient myth that no thinking individual 
would seriously entertain. In harmony 
with the basic law of biogenesis, the 
Mosaic account affirms that life came 
from a living God, not non-living 
matter. 

Ten times Genesis affirms that God 
placed the seed within living things so 
that they might reproduce after their 
"kind." While it is difficult to adequate
ly define the Hebrew 11men" translated 
"kind," there can be no doubt that 
Genesis stands opposed to unlimited 
variations throughout the creative order. 
To be sure there are changes to be 
found throughout our world reflecting 
limited variations. No one should fool
ishly affirm that God created every 
species precisely as we find them today. 
What is not supported either by scien
tific evidence or biblical authority is the 
modern "molecule to man" theory 
which demands unlimited variations 
from the simple to the complex. Both 
science and the Bible deny the evolu
tionary continuity of all forms of life. 
The world of living things testifies to the 
unbridgeable gaps that exists between 
creative "kinds." Genesis harmonizes 
with. what we see in the natural realm, 

rhe climatic point of God's creative 
genius is man. He was not brought into 
being by the blood of Kingdu to be the 
slave of the gods as ancient near Eastern 
texts assert. Genesis robes man with 
dignity by calling attention to the Di
vine image stamped upon the human 
soul. From the beginning man is su
preme and dominant over the rest of 
creation. He did not have to fight his 
way through the ranks to emerge su
preme in the world. He is not a mere 
naked ape that made good through the 
luck of mutations. From the beginning 
there has been an unbridgeable chasm 
between man and the beast of the field. 
There are no animal links to the genius 
of man. Whether it be the ancient 
myth of man's origin from the blood of 
Kingdu or the modern myth of our 
emergence from the trees, both have 
the problem of explaining man's 
uniqueness. Only by taking seriously the 
Genesis record do we have an adequate 
explanation for the uniqueness of man. 

As mankind probes the mysteries of 
space it is hoped that we will attune 
our ear to the Divine voice. Our faith in 
the Creator and the record of his crea
tion need not fear scientific inquiry. 
Whether they be ancient or modern, 
the Genesis record stands head and 
shoulders above the cosmological 
mythologies that emerge from the 
imaginations of men. 
P.O. Box 69, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
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If a lesson does not raise eyebrows, it 
is likely to droop eyelids. Many of mine 
have left me with the drooping eyes. 
This lesson, however, raises my eye
brows. In fact, it scares me. I think that 
it will bring some shock to you if I can 
hold your attention through some 
necessary contextual background. So 
please hang on. 

Paul dealt with several severe prob
lems among the Corinthian saints in his 
first letter to them. The thematic issue 
of the letter is the disintegration of the 
unity of the one body. 

Those who "were called into the fel
lowship of his Son" were becoming 
factional. Instead of speaking the same 
thing in saying "I am of Christ," they 
were speaking diversely in identifying 
themselves with factional leaders. Paul, 
Apollos, and Cephas were not the party 
leaders. Paul used the names of inno
cent men in a literary device to give the 
guilty ones opportunity to correct the.ir 
conduct with the least Joss of face. 
later, although Paul never names those 
impenitent leaders, he does speak of 
them as "false apostles, deceitful work
ers" in his second epistle. 

In the third chapter Paul deals with 
the disciples' carnality as was evidenced 
by jealousy, strife, and factionalism. 
They, as a body, were God's temple 
and anyone who would destroy the 
unity of that body would be destroying 
the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
That's not referring to cigarette smoking. 
That's talking about polarizing God's 
people! This is already a bit scary, isn't 
tt? 

Paul would have none to be "inflated 
with pride as you patronize one and 
flout the other." 

After dealing with other problems 
and misunderstandings, Paul returns to 
his theme of unity. Since the com
munion is the participation in the body 
and blood of Christ, it becomes a sym
bol of the unity of the communicants. 
"We are one bread." One can visualize 
Paul holding the unbroken bread before 
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the assembly and saying with deep 
feeling, "We are one loaf." 

Here is where factionalism showed 
itself in all its ugliness. One group 
would not wait for the others. The par
ties disdained each other in the love 
feast and communion. Their participa
tion was for the worse, not for the 
better. Because it became a demonstra
tion of factional loyalty, it could not 
really be called the lord's Supper. 

The remainder of Chapter 11 is fa
miliar to all, but let's look at some of 
the expressions. Here is the one loaf 
and one cup depicting the one body and 
its life-blood. Whoever eats or drinks it 
in an unworthy manner is guilty of 
profaning the body and blood. The "un
worthy manner" or "unworthily" de
scribes the action rather than the per
son. In acti-on they were factional. What 
should have been participation by all 
was limited by each group to those 
approved within the group. They were 
eating and drinking without 11discerning 
the body"-discerning the oneness, the 
unity of the body. Without respecting 
the unity of the body, they were eating 
and drinking condemnation to them
selves. 

This interpretation of the meaning of 
"unworthily" is not the traditional one. 
But is it not in harmony with the wider 
context which also includes Chapters 
12, 13, and 14? 

These thoughts send a shudder 
through my soul as I recall the many 
distinctions, factions, and divisions that 
have plagued our people It is true that, 
even though there were factions in con
gregations, we have usually communed 
together so long as we were in the 
same building. But after separating into 
different localities, what communion has 
been maintained has been a patronizing 
tolerance to those on the right and an 
utter disdain for those on the left. 

For many years I taught with an in
nocent smugness that we do not be
lieve in "closed communion." Anyone 

who attends may judge himself and 
decide on his participation. So far, so 
good--as long as }t is our building,. our 
service our Lord s Supper. But w1ll I 
go to their building, their service, their 
Lord's Table? Now I begin to make all 
kinds of rationalizations as to why I 
should not do so. I justify my factional
ism. 1 refuse to discern the oneness of 
the body. By this, my participation in 
my own setting becomes an expression 
of and renforcement of, factional loyal
ty~ When it is not my loyal group, I 
suddenly come to believe in closed 
communion. That scares me! 

When I become the judge of another 
brother to exclude him, I disregard 
Paul's warning, "Let a man examine 
himself and so eat of the bread and 
drink ~f the cup." Those disciples in 
Corinth misunderstood and disagreed 
on some important doctrinal issues but 
Paul made that no basis to justify re
fusal of communion with each other 
and a dividing of the one body. Do we 
have issues of greater vitality than cir
cumcision eating of meats, observance 
of days, ~nd those issues in the Corin
thian church? Paul would not l~t the 
saints judge each other on such 1ssues. 

We try to sweep this troubl~so~e 
problem under the rug by meetmg m 
separate assemblies so that v-:e can be 
with our approved group wtthout ad
mitting that the body is divided. 

The turning point in the thinking of 
Thomas and Alexander ~ampbell v-:as 
over the problem of the1r Pre~bytenan 
factions refusing to commune w1th. other 
Presbyterians. Thc;>mas re~ched h1s de
cision in Amenca while. Alexander 
reached his independently m Scotland. 
It is ironi~ t~at. the movement that 
started in re1ect1on of closed com
munion should become entrapped by 
it again. 

Yes this scares me! And it depresses 
me d~eply because I have shared the 
guilt of my people. 

1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 
78130 
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The Fastest Growing Church in the World 
"The only thing we learn from his

tory is that man learns nothin~ frof!l 
history." That famous quotation 1s 
especially true in regard to the church 
today. When in history, was the church 
of Christ th~ fastest growing religious 
movement in the world? In the first cen
tury, of course, when it informed the 
world it was lost, and the only hope for 
mankind was not in Judaism, paganism, 
or even in digressive movements within 
its own brotherhood, but in Christ. And, 
to be in Christ meant to be in his body, 
the church, and to be out of the church 
meant to be aut of Christ and lost! 

Again, the church of Christ grew re
markably fast during the early days of 
the American Restoration Movement 
when the world was called out of re
ligious error and division to religious 
unity in the one true church revealed 
in the New Testament. The "pattern" 
had been discovered, and the "pattern 
principle" was believed to be valid. 
Then the church of Christ was the 
fastest growing religious movement in 
the world. 

In my own lifetime, I recall hearing 
the churches of Christ were the fastest 
growing religion in the world. In those 
days, however, I remember that we 
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challenged religious error directly! We 
informed visitors to our services (and 
everyone we met daily) that denomina
tionalism was religious error and would 
damn their souls in eternal hell. We 
named the denominations, exposed 
their error in light of divine truth, and 
called them to renounce false religion 
and be converted to the one true 
church that you read about in the New 
Testament. Sermons were often com
plex and presented with charts and dia
grams. They were never 20 minutes 
long, but often more than an hour. In 
those days, even our own members 
knew truth from error. In those days, we 
were the fastest growing church in the 
world! 

We were also hard on sin in those 
days and could identify it in specific 
terms. Dancing, drinking (even "social 
drinking"), semi-nudity (shorts, halters, 
swim wear) were not tolerated on pain 
of withdrawal of fellowship. Divorce 
was virtually unknown among our 
brethren. I recall a time when one 
statistic showed that less than one-tenth 

of 1% of the marriages among those 
who met and married at Abilene Chris
tian ended in divorce. 

I believe our world is ready today to 
hear the old demands of restoration. 1 
fully believe the time is right to let the 
world know it is already lost, and the 
only hope of salvation and eternal life 
is in Christ and His church. I still be
lieve the "pattern principle" is valid 
today for restoring the true church, and 
if the church you attend is not it, shut 
the doors, get out The Book and start 
one. The "pattern" is there! It is true 
that if we preached it like we used to, 
many would be offended and turned 
away. Many preachers would lose their 
jobs, either because elders would not 
tolerate "intolerant" preaching, or be
cause preachers either don't believe the 
truth, don't know it, or don't have the 
guts to preach it! But it is past time to 
begin anew the call for restoration of 
truth and opposition to error. And I fur
ther believe that if we challenge error 
stoutly enough, we can gain the atten
tion of the religious world and the me
dia, and once again become THE FAST
EST GROWING CHURCH IN THE 
WORLD! 
Richardson, Tx. 

The Sixth Item of Worship 
Announcements have become neces

sary for active churches. Rather than 
seeing them as a curse, they can be 
looked upon as a blessing. Dead church
es have little about which to announce. 
So it all depends upon one's frame of 
mind whether announcements are bor
ing and tedious or a vital part of a 
church's communication. 

The term ~'sixth item of worship" 
is not used in a flippant way or signify
ing any disrespect. It is simply a way of 
defining that which often occupies sev
eral minutes of our assembly time. And 
since making events and programs 
known to the members is important, 
there is a sense in which it is worshipful 
to keep a community of believers in
formed. 

A preacher friend asked me this week 
to write some thoughts concerning how 
we might improve our announcing. 
Good idea. I have winced embarrass
ingly as thoughtless and unskilled an
nouncers mutilated and mumbled news 
items that should have been presented 
differently. Therefore, and since I have 
not recently seen a book on the eti
quette of announcements, I share my 
suggestions for improving this most im
portant area of concern. 

First, every point in a Jist of an
nouncements ought to be brief. We in
sult the intelligence of our members 
and visitors by belaboring simple news 
items. Saying the same thing three dif
ferent ways, whether announcing or 
preaching, is not always appreciatea by 

8 [120] 

STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

an audience. Brevity is one of the great 
spices of public speaking. Even the first 
man knew this! "Madam, I'm Adam." 
That's all it required. 

Second, be enthusiastic about what is 
announced. There is nothing more 
boring, besides a dronish preacher, than 
a dronish announcer. Those who select 
announcers ought to give some thought 
as to the person's ability to speak 
clearly and forcefully. Elders may not 
always be the best announcers. Select 
someone who believes that announce
ments are important and instruct him 
to do his job well. If announcemen'ts 
are worth the effort, then let's put 
some effort in doing them up right! 

Third, be appropriate in manner for 
the particular announcement. The shar
ing of a death or the listing of those 
who are sick just may not be done in the 
same fashion that a wedding announce
ment is made. There are those congre
gational activities which need plugging 
from the pulpit which are light hearted 
in nature and can be shared with some 
levity. We must never take for granted 
the sharing of member needs in the 
public forum. 

Fourth, leaders must realize that rec
ognition for jobs well done can be suc
cessfully and briefly made during an
nouncements. There is nothing quite 
like a public pat on the back to inspire 

zeal in those already involved in worth
while church activities and programs. 

Fifth, understand that there are other 
mediums available to share news and 
events. Announcements do not always 
need to be made orally. We have such 
an active church that we not only have 
a condensed version or announcements 
when we meet, but we have bulletin 
announcements in our weekly church 
paper as well as publishing a weekly 
handout for Sunday morning assembly. 
We have considerably reduced our an
nouncement time by publishing a 
separate announcement sheet. One of 
our oral announcements is to remind 
those assembled to be sure and pick up 
the "unabridged" sheet of news items. 
There is no need to constantly repeat 
items already included in the bulletin. 

There are other areas which probably 
have been overlooked. We must admi.t 
that announcements are important ana 
see that they are done well. We admit 
that it is best to have someone lead 
singing who is suited and skilled in 
song leading. If we are particular about 
how our song leading, our scripture 
reading and our preaching is done, then 
why be any Jess particular about how 
our church news is presented 

lifeless singing Jed by a "song leader" 
who would oe picked up if you tra~s- ' 
fused him with tired blood cannot m
spire a congregation. 
2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 
48506 
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In the modern age, there has been a 
tremendous interest in power and the 
development of various forms of it. 
Great machines have been built which 
have the ability to generate power of 
unbelievable dimensions. The power of 
an atomic bomb is awesome and that of 
the hydrogen bomb is even greater. 

Recently, this writer visited Cape 
Canaveral and took the tour through the 
space center. Guides carried our group 
to the sites from which the astronauts 
were launched into space. We were 
shown the places where the Atlas and 
Saturn rockets were tested and also the 
places where they were actually fired. 

The ones in charge of the tour told 
about the development of a machine 
call "the crawler" which was used to 
carry the Saturn space craft from the Ve
hicle Assembly Building to the launch 
pad. This . machine developed enough 
power to l1ft the rocket and transport it 
to ~he place ~here ~t w~s fired into space. 
It IS a mach!ne w1th mcredible power. 
Th~n the g~1des told about power re
qUired to hft a space craft into orbit. 
When the Saturn V moon rocket lifted 
skyward~ it had a launch thrust of 7,500, 
000 pounds and generated power which 
they said was the equivalent of 85 Hoov
er Dams. It is a staggering thought to 
consider that man is capable of harness
ing this much power and using it to ac
complish a specific goal. 

As these accomplishments were pa
raded before us, the thought of a greater 
and nobler power came to mind. It is 
a power that has blessed the world as 
has no other. It is one in which every 
Christian is interested and should ap
propriate in larger and larger amounts. 
This is the power that God has made 
available to us in the knowledge of our 
Lord jesus Christ. The knowledge of 
Jesus Christ has done more for the world 
than the power in all the machines and 
atomic bombs that could ever be built. 

Do you possess the knowledge of 
Christ and have you laid hold of the 
P?'Yer which it provides? Many in
diVIduals and congregations of the 
Lord's church do not increase in power 
because they do not increase in knowl
edge. Consider some of the things that 
a genuine knowledge of our Lord and 
his word will do for us. 

Know Good From Evil 
T~ere is power in the knowledge of 

Chnst to enable one to discern between 
good and evil, truth and error. The in
ability to understand the differences be
tween right and wrong usually can be 
~[aced to a lack of knowledge. The 
Orangeburg Times-Democrat" recently 

carried the story of a young man who 
has been charged with a serious crime. 
T~ose .who examined and questioned 
h1m saad that he had no conception of 
th~ difference between right and wrong. 
Ev1dently, no one had taken the time to 
teach him and provide him with the 
knowledge which he needed. Had some 
one instilled within his heart the great 
truths from God's word, just think what 
a difference it would have made in his 
life! 

One discerns with the senses but the 
senses must be exercised if they are to 

Knowledge 
Provides 
Power 

J. C. TOWNSEND 

have the ability to perform this function. 
The writer of the book of Hebrews gave 
this exhortation: "For when by reason 
of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need again that some one teach 
you the rudiments of the first principles 
of the oracles of God; and are become 
such as have need of milk, and not of 
solid food. For everyone that partaketh 
of milk is without experience of the 
word of righteousness; for he is a babe. 
But solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern good 
and evil." The line of demarcation be
tween right and wrong becomes clearer 
and more quickly perceived as one 
grows in his knowledge of the Lord. The 
faculties of the mind can be exercised 
and made strong by the study of God's 
word. 

To Speak Boldly 

The knowledge of Jesus Christ pro
vides the power to enable one to speak 
boldly. The faithful Christian looks to 
jesus Christ and strives to follow his 
perfect example in every thing. As one 
examines the life of Christ, he is amazed 
to note the boldness which he exhibited 
in his declaration of God's will. He con
fronted false teachers and hypocrites in 
such a way that they could have no 
doubt as to their standing before God. 
The twenty-third chapter of Matthew 
shows how boldly Jesus spoke to religi
ous groups who failed to observe the 
law of God. 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter boldly 
made known to his audience the facts 
about the life of Jesus Christ of Naza
reth and proved that he was the Son of 
God. It required great courage to stand 
before those who had crucified the 
Saviour and make them aware of the 
nature of their crime. Paul spoke with 
boldness and confidence when he stood 
before Felix and Agrippa. His knowledge 
of Christ and the gospel provided the 
power he needed to do this. 

What will a knowledge of Christ do 
for us? It will enable us to approach the 
people with whom we come in contact 
and tell them about Jesus and the salva
tion and hope in him. We will be em
boldened to testify to both small and 
Rreat of the things that Jesus has done 
for us. It will enable us to fight the good 

fight of faith and finally lay hold on 
eternal life. A world plague with such 
problems as hatred, violence, immoral
ity, false religions, and the threat of war 
desperately needs the knowledge of 
Christ. God's people should be equal to 
the task and provide this knowledge 
with all boldness. 

To Overcome Temptation 
The knowledge of Christ provides the 

power one needs to overcome tempta
tion. Where can one find the power to 
deal with temptations when they come? 
It is available in the knowledge of the 
Lord and is found as one faithfully 
follows his will. 

The will of Christ contains the proper 
procedure to help one with temptations 
when they come. Paul wrote in Col. 
2:20-21 that one should "Handle not, 
nor taste, nor touch." His advice to 
Timothy, and to us, was to "flee youth
ful lusts." Instead of fearlessly rubbing 
shoulders with evil, the Bible says one 
should run from ·evil. 

The temptation to think of one's self 
more highly than he ought can be over
come by knowing ana applying the 
teac:hing of the Bible. The temptation to 
trust in oneself and in the material 
things of life can be overcome through 
a knowledge of and dependence upon 
the word of God. The temptation to 
render evil for evil can be overcome by 
obeying the Lord's command to over
come evil with good. jesus met the on
slaughts of the tempter in the wilder
ness with the word of God and won a 
great victory. Truly, there is power in 
the knowledge of jesus Christ to give 
one the strength and wisdom to deal 
with the temptations of life. 

To Become Like Christ 
There is power in the knowledge of 

Christ to enable one to grow into the 
likeness of Christ. Paul described the 
condition of some of the people in the 
church at Corinth before they received 
a saving knowledge of Christ into their 
hearts. He mentioned a long list of sins 
which they had practiced but they had 
been washed, sanctified, and j~stified in 
the name of the lord. A m1ghty and 
wonderful change occurred in the lives 
of the Corinthians when they came to 
know jesus Christ and his will. 

A look at the life of Saul of Tarsus 
shows what changes can be wrought 
in the life and character of an individual 
when he truly comes to know the Lord. 
Saul met the lord on the Damascus 
road and he was never the same again. 
The gospel has lost none of its power. 
It has the ability to transform the hearts 
and lives of people in 1980 just as it 
did in the first century. 

The Bible urges us to ugrow in the 
Rrace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour jesus Christ.11 A genuine recep
tion of the great truths which our Lord 
has revealed will enable each of us to 
grow into his likeness. From year to year, 
there should be less of self, less of t~e 
world, and more of the charactenst1cs 
of Christ in our lives. 

1465 Checkley Blvd., Orangeburg, S.C. 
29115. 
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CALLING All HAMS! 

For several years Hal Frazier published 
a Radio Amateur Callbook of Christian 
Hams. Last year, Michael D. Price and 
Robert McDonald undertook this monu
,mental task. This year, I hope to try my 
hand at it. To do this, and be success
ful, ·I w ill need the help of a ll who are 
in amateur radio and read this publica
tion. 

1. Send me your correct call, if you have 
upgraded and/or your address if it is 
not correct in the 1981 Callbook of 
Christian Hams. 

2. Send me the calls, names and ad
dresses of all hams who are Chris
tians that. you know who are 'not in 
the 1981 Callbook. 

3. Send me a Self Addressed Stamped 
Envelope so you can receive your 
Callbook whe n it is finished. If you 
want more than one, please put two 
stamps on the S.A.S.E. Please send a 
large envelope. 

4. Do this before the end of january, 
pretty please!! 

5. If you are attending the Freed-Harde
man College lectureship in February, 
contact me in Jackson, Ten nessee, 
427-7791 or 427-4266 or Max Patter
son in Henderson, Tenn essee about 
a luncheon this year for Christian 
hams and others w ho a re interested 
in ham radio. 

6. The Sunset Net sti ll meets on Satur
days at 1600 UTC on 21.395 MHz. I 
hope you w ill join us. A West coast 
ne't operator is badl y needed! I hope 
to have a gathering of inte rested 
hams right after the Sunset Net at 
1700 UTC on 7.230 MHz ± QRM. 
Another gathering of Christ ians can 
be found on 3.910 MHz Mo nday 
through Friday at 1245 UTC and again 
on the same frequency Tuesday 
through Friday at 0330 UTC. 

-Roy Hawk 

1461 East Chester Street, jackson, Ten-

WORLD EVANGELISM IS FREED
HARDEMAN LECTURESHIP THEME 

"World Evangelism at Home and 
Abroad" w ill be the theme of the 1982 
Bible Lectureship at Freed-Hardeman 
College February 8-12. A host of speak
ers w ill discuss matters related to evan
gelism for the thousands expected for 
this, the 46th annual Lectu reship. 

The week's act ivities will begin w ith 
Monday's 10:30 a.m. chape l when Nor· 
man Hogan of the FHC faculty speaks 
on "The Bible Teaches Evangelism." 
The week's other chapel speakers w ill 
incl ude: Glen McDaniel, "Evangeli sm 
Because We Care," Tuesday; james Hud
ley, "Who Am I That I Should Go?," 
Wednesday; Avon Malone, "What Shall 
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LABORING IN THE WORD -HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is ac 
cepting applications for houseparcnts and relief: 
housep~rcnts. We can offer you a salary, Jivin 
cxpe~scs, medical insurance, r etirement insuranceg 
vaca laon and days off. For additional informatio' 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth s n 
Drawer 6, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-SOS-86~' 
5530. -

Pat Starling, wife of Harvey Starling, 
of Florence, Alabama, teaches a group 
of Indian ladies in Madras. Her transla
tor is Clara Mallick. Pat has he lped in 
training ladies in several Asian nations 
over the past five years. 

I Say?," Thursday; and Tom Holland, 
"Why Stand Ye Idle?," Friday. 

The 7: 30 evening addresses will fea
ture the fo llowing speakers and topics: 
Otis Gatewood, " Preach the Word " 
Monday; R. C. O liver, "What Must 1 Do 
To Be Saved?," Tuesday; Guy N. Woods 
" The Church-The Medium of World 
Evange lism," Wednesday; and Joey 
lvey, "Saving Our Youth," on Thursday. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

H ealth Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans 011ly offered to workers am011g 
Churches of Christ Fo1·eign Jl7 orkers 
and students i11 trai11i11g for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident AmericmJs 

Coverage good anywhere 

Brown Trail School of Preachinq 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emph asis; Practical Tra inin g Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Q ualified Facul ty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

Dr. James 
Tollerson 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Infor mation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 81 7-282-3911 

What are your plans for 1982-83? 
Why not study the Bible with James Tollerson? Brother 
Tollerson is a former faculty member of Freed-Hardeman 
College and holds the Doctor of Theology degree. You will 
appreciate his respect for the Word. 

1982 SESSIONS BEGIN: APR. 20, SEPT. 7 andNOV. 16 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 23, 198Z 



GLENN BOYD TO BECOME 
NEW ACHF PRESIDENT 

H. Glenn Boyd has been selected to 
become the new President of the Afri
can Christian Hospitals Foundation. 

A native of Oklahoma, Boyd holds a 
B.A. in Music and an M .A. in Bible from 
Harding University. 

Glenn and his wife, Shirley, served 
for 15Vl years as missionaries in Ger
many. From 1958 to 1966 Glenn worked 
as a missionary in Karlsruhe. 

Since his return to the United States 
in 1973, Boyd has served as Professor 
of German and as Director of the Year 
in Eu rope Program, Pepperdine Univer
sity. He has also been an elder of the 
Conejo Va ll ey Church. 

Boyd will replace Rees Bryant who 
has resigned as ACHF Pres ident, effec
tive August 31, in order to return to 
Nigeria later this year as a missionary. 

CliNTON BRAZLE HONORED 

Clinton Brazle, a minister for the Wey
burn Church of Christ and chairman of 
the Board of Directors, Western Chris
tian College, Weyburn, Saskatchewan, 
was honored recently in Stillwater, Okla
homa. During the Homecoming week
end at Oklahoma Stale University, 
Brazle received the O.S.U. Bible Chair 

1 Alumnus of the Year Award. 

• Austin H. Emery, 2012 W este rn Av., 
Farmington, New Mexico, 87401: During 
1981 we were blessed by 61 responses 
l?cally. We cont inue our support of full
lime workers among the Navajo Indians 
as well as in Mexico. We are excited 

' about plans in 1982-a special adult 
camp session and a Fall meeting with 
~ro. Frank Pack. I will also participate 
In the Campaign for Christ in Aurora, 
Colorado in May directed by the North 
Davis congregation in Arlington, Texas. 

HOW CHRISTIAN COLLEGES AND 
SCHOOLS OF PREACHING SERVE 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

(Continued from page 5) 

on th e decline of the WW II baby boom. 
The growth of the SOPs depen'ds on the 
growth of the evangelical emphas is of 
the loca l churches. 
~ave the s.oP.s really come of age and 

ach1eved the1r n ghtful place as a service 
institution for the church? Yes, to be 
sure. Because we are dealing w ith our 
own children in an increasingly pagan 
and immoral world, we must keep the 
CCs alive and relevant and of true worth 
to the Christian family and ch urch. The 
CCs and SOPs, neither should be sacri
ficed on the altar of the other. The 
church and the Christian family needs 
what both provide. 

4920 58th St., Lubbock, Texas 79414 

TWO MORE MISSIONARIES 
ENTER TANZANIA 

February 1 , 1982 Carter and Ruth 
Greer wi ll move to Hearne, Texas and 
work w ith the church until May or June 
and then go to Chimala to evangelize. 
Hearne church w ill full y support them. 

Bro. Greer holds his undergraduate 
degree in Math from Harding University 
and his M.A. Degree from Peabody. He 
has worked in Christ ian education, espe
cially at Crowley's Ridge Christ ian Col
lege, Paragould, Ark., 15 years an d been 
preaching 24 years. 

Bro. & Sister Joel Glenn, Port land, 
Oregon have just retired as business 
manager and accountant-auditor at Col
umbia Chri st ian College. He had 15 
years w ith them and also 25 years w ith 
Ventura Too l Co. He travelled in Eu
rope, Alaska and Canada for them and 
he and she dreamed wh ile students 
at Graton, California academy to be 
missionaries in Africa. He is an elder at 
Eastside in Portland and was also an 
elder at Ventura. He wi ll be th e new 
administrator of the hospital in Chimala 
and release Wayne Smalling to do evan
gel is tic work in that country. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleaven ed bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
tho Iorge carton--all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ernplqyees 
Ot= 

cbar<cbes OJ= Cbr<rst 
rnsoROnce gr<oap 

• ·!"~ e-c:e • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) .... ... .. . ...... . $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual .. . ......... .. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ... .. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan wi!l then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a cont ract, but rather a brief 
desc ription for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found in t he group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"ServhJg the Need of 011r Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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LADIES' RETREAT AT GANDERBROOK 

The 10th annual Ganderbrook ladi es 
Retreat, Gray, Maine, held for members 
of churches of Christ in the Northeast. 
was attended by 283 registrants. l ad ies 
flew in from as far away as Ca nada, the 
Southwest, and California to experience , 
w ith New Englanders particularly, t he 
joy in the freshness of discovery of the 
Way of Jesus and the joy in appeal of 
the motto of the churches of Christ "We 
speak where the Bible speaks and a re 
silent w here the Bible is silent." 

New England states' Christian ladies 
volunteer for th e responsibi lity of the 
Retreat with one state responsible each 
year. Connecticut ladies volunteered to 
host the Retreat for 1982. 

---0,---

l:VCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

NEED TO BUILD TO GROW? 
If predictions are true .. the first 6 months of 1982 
may be the most crucial time you face in your 
building planning! 

ACTION NOW MAY MEAN THE BEST INTEREST RATES OF 
RECENT MONTHS OR DURING 1982! 

"Church financing . . . 
.. . is our business!" 

"The Cornerstone 
to Church Financing" 
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1 ---------------------------------
I WE PLAN TO BUILD! Without obligation, 
I Please send Information on church financing In 

11982. 
I 

I N~o~m-.----------------
AddrHa 

Clly 

(AC) 

Telephone 
!BUS.) 

Name of Congr~atlon 

Sloll Zip 

(RES.) 

"The Affiliated Plan" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 

(Clip and mall - U.S.A. onl)') 

NATIONAL LECTURESHIP IN LA., 1982 

Th e 38th Annual National Lectureship 
will be hosted by the churches of Christ 
in Los Angeles, March 15-18, 1982, at 
the L.A. Marriott Hotel. The theme is 
" The Local Church-About The Father's 
Business." There wi ll be lectures, work
shops and seminars for church leaders 
women, married couples and singles. ' 

These lectu reships were started by 
G. E. Steward, R. N. Hogan , ). S. Winston 
and Levi Kennedy back in 1945, in Okla
homa City. Each spring since then it has 
met in such cities as: Houston, Los An
geles, Chicago , Philadelphia, Cleveland 
Detroit, Ind ianapol is, W ichita, Ne~ 
York, Bi rmin gham, Memphis, San Fran
cisco, Denver, Dallas, Toledo, Kansas 
City, Newark, Ft. Lauderda le, Augusta 
Portland, San Anton io, Louisville, St: 
Lo u is, Tulsa, Chattanooga, Milwaukee 
and Muncie, Ind iana. In 1983 it wi ll be 
held in Memphis and is schedu led up 
u ntil1 992. 

For infromatio n write Carroll Pitts, 
Normandie Ave., Church of Ch rist, 6306 
So. Normand ie Ave., Los Angeles, Cali
forn ia, 90044. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$)395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
G lass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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JANG NAMED TO HEAD 
LA. CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

The Board of Directors of th e Nor
mandie Christian School, Los Angeles, 
California, has appointed Al len Wai 
Jang as the school's new administrator. 
He has f illed the position formerly held 
by Eloise Brow n lves w ho is now living 
in Japan with her husband. 

Mr. jang earned a M.A. in Religion 
from Pepperdine University in 1978 with 
emphasis in pastoral counse ling; an 
Educational Administrative Certificate 
and a Teaching Certificate in Bible and 
Science. His work experience includes 
two years of teaching and being a sc;hool 
counselor at San Fernando Valley Chris
tian School. NCS is nine years old and 
has 208 students in grades kindergarten 
to 7th. 

JAMES MARVIN WALKER 

James Marvin Walker, wel l known 
gospel preacher in the Dal las area passed 
from this life sudden ly of a heart attack 
on October 10, 1981 at his home in 
Dallas. 

Brother Walker was born August 26, 
1921 in Van Alstyne, Texas. He was loved 
and respected by all who knew him. He 
had conducted gospel meetings all 
across the North Texas area, and was a 
strong proclaimer and defender of the 
truth. 

Bro. Walker attended Freed-Hardeman 
~allege, and had been the regu lar min
Ister of the Lake june church of Christ 
in Dallas for the past twenty-four years. 

He is survived by his w ife: Inez 
Walker of the home; two sons, Ch arles 
Walker of Denver, Colo. and Mark 
Walker of Sublette, Kan.; two daughters, 
Marva Cathy of Mesquite and Mrs. Sue 
Goodling of Mesquite, Texas. He is also 
survived by one brother and six sisters. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
the Lake june church building .by: Bro. 
Joe Malone of the Pleasant Grove con
gregation, and Bro Loyd Morris of the 
Carter Lake Rd. church in Bowie, Texas 
on October 12, 1981. Interment was in 
Grove Hill Memorial Park in Dallas. 

s GOODMAN REPORTS ON PRISON 
MINISTRY; HEADS FOR NASHVILLE 
Ron Goodman, 1021-12th St., Hunts

vi lle, TX 77340: With the beginning of 
the New Year, we are happy to report 
that a number of prison inmates have 
been baptized into Christ in recent 
weeks, since our last report was sent. 
The names, numbers and locations of 
these men are as fol lows: 
EASTHAM UNIT (P. 0. Box 16, Lovelady, 
TX 75851 ) 

Allen, Don 319736 
Balderas, Jose 276642 
Elliott, Gary 268613 
Gutierrez, Ruben 319995 
jimenez, Ruben 315554 
Lerma, Nicholas 254-784 
Medina, julian 313148 
Shaw, Randy 323668 
Taylor, David 268529 

HUNTSVILLE UNIT (P. 0 . Box 32, Hunts
ville, TX 77340) 

Bloomfield, James 324745 
Henderson, Vernon 327494 
Hughes, Vender '183572 
Morris, Lester 327685 

Patterson, Clarence 231738 
WYNNE UNIT (Rt. 1, Box 1, Huntsville, 
TX 77340) 

Mallett, Gary J. 325354 
McElwee, David 306786 
The men at the Eastham Unit were 

baptized by Roger Crai ker, and those at 
the Huntsvi ll e and Wynne Unit by Lu ke 
Curtis. 

I am using this means to let you know 
that November 18, 1981 , I accepted the 
invi tation of the elders of the Harpeth 
Hills Church in Nashville, Tennessee, to 
become Director of a new prison min
istry there, which wil l have its beginning 
upon my arrival there in j anuary. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your n ew address when 
you move. 

r---rH"Esc'H'OoCF'oov~Y 
i Learn to win souls in a one-yea r internship. = 
=, Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· ~

ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 

'

= for details to School of Personal Evange- ! 
l ism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memph is, Tn., l 

'

= 38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324- = 
• 0120. NO TUITION. ' 
•=·~.-~o-tt-u-o-o-c•--.••~•:• 

NOW READY! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The only worldw ide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate li st avai I able. 

Congregations in foreign countries, esp_ecially i~ cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed usmg all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christ ians who travel. Invaluab le to 
every church office in providing addresses w ith zip 
codes of al l churches. 

Revised and updated w ith each repri nting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residen ts add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5 .00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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BOOKS !Jn feview 
AN INDEX TO THE MILLENNIAL 

HARBINGER. David McWhirter. Col
lege Press. $19.95 

The Author, Director of the Disciples 
Historical Society, in Nashville has pro
duced a monumental work. The Millennia! 
Harbinger was published in 1830-1870 by 
A. Campbell, and in its last years by W. K. 
Pendleton. Research in the 41 volume set 
has always been a tedious task. Now a 
complete index in available form presents 
the articles and authors under month, 
year and page number. Ready reference 
to anything by an author is available. 
One section indexes Bible passages that 
received major· treatment. There are few 
more valuable books in print. Every 
preacher-especially those who have the 
Millennia! Harbinger set of volumes
should have this book. 

WITH NO FEAR OF FAILURE. Tom 
Fatjo and Keith Miller. Word. 242 p. 
$9.95. 
This is a success story. A man pyramids 

a $500 investment in a used garbage truck 
into the world's largest solid waste dis
posal company, plus a number of other 
companies and corporations. It is a good 
book on confident living. It fits spiritual 
concepts as well as material prosperity. 

SAGA OF A MOVEMENT. Marvin 
Hastings. CSP. 895 p. $15.95 
There have been a lot of books on the 

history ·of the Restoration Movement, but 
this general overview of the worldwide 
impact of Restoration is unique. It is not 
a history; it is an appraisal of the present 
day status of the church in the world. 
True, the first few chapters deal with fa
miliar history, but the thrust of the book 
is to assess the Movement in various areas 
of the world. Attention is given to the 
men and institutions that have contributed 

to the expansion of the church. In some 
areas the information is understandably 
sketchy. Some of the opinons drawn are 
highly personal, and represent one man's 
views, but this is understandable with any 
author's dealing with a thing as broad as 
the worldwide restoration movement. 

LET US GO AGAIN. J. C. Choate. Choate 
Publications. 169 p. $5 
The story of a revisitation trip to New 

Delhi, on the part of the author, who 
planted the church there twelve years 
ago. Some interesting and valuable his
tory about beginnings of the church in 
India, and many personal glimpses into 
the work of a missionary. 

AMISH COOKING. Mark Miller, Herald 
Press. 317 p. $14.95 
The de Luxe edition containing time 

tested recipes of Amish cooking. By using 
natural home grown foods and flavors, 
which is consistent with the simple farm 
life of its famous cooks, the Amish cook 
book has gained a world reputation for 
tasty dishes. Some of them are Shoo-Fly 
Pic, Molasses Drop Cookies, Zucchini 
cake and Turnip salad. You will find a 
multitude of unusual and tasty recipes. 

LIVING THE LORD'S PRAYER. 
Everett Fullam. Chosen. 187 p. $7.95 
Some very rich reading on the real 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

meaning behind the prayer the Lord 
taught his disciples to pray. A good gift 
item. 

THE LAST TRAIN FROM CANTON. James 
Johnson. Zondervan. 243 p. $6.95 

A romantic novel. A mystery thriller 
with an oriental setting. A colorful cast 
of characters involved in fast moving 
adventure. Clean. Exciting. 

When sending a book for review dn these 
colwnns please be sure to include the price. 

All books reviewed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683·1678 

901-761-1350 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
640.9 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertisin~ meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. \'<-------------------------------

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

· 1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
-FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
rnier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
&34-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
p,M .• Wed. '1:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
·Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwris:ht, minister 
.RLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
(rving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 

'ilpiritual Feast. 
.GBA.THA.!I, N. J., ~airmount and Southern 
iBlvd., 07928. ~ORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
.&.LA-SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 

·GHRIST, 2700 De Ba.rr Rd. Will contact 
. relatives or friP.nds in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
·.Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o.:.:r:.......::S..:.44.:..-..:.5..:.;71:..:9:..:.· ________ _ 

BAY AREA.. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUn Road 

Plea•zmton, California 94586 
Ja.mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSffiP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96716. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. --=--=-=-.,..~='"==--="'"-=-=="=".,.,..,,-----

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. &: 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

-----.;:P,;.a:.:u::.l...:H::.a=T)ler, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitars Welcome. W:-ite about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVA.NSVILLE, IND., 22CM; E. ltlorg'llD A.ve., 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-:!lart, Offl~ 4'1'i'
S2'11.. Dobby Wade, :!lin. 4'10-4050. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just oft 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-6'19-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER WANTED-US Military congregation in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany seeking minister for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1982. Four year 
commitment required. Well established congregation, 
self-supporting, located in largest US community out
side USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
7379 APO N.Y. 09012. 
Rliie;' Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 

Picayune, Miss. congt·egntion, located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seekinr! long-term, full time 
ministe1·. Offering individunlized snlary and benefit 
Jlnckuge. Membershi1• over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12.000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Senlcrest Dr., Picayune, Miss. 39466, 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
say move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi. 
Call 616-773-6395. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE 
Graduate of East Tennessee School of Preaching and 
Missions is looking for located work in Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois, Kentucky or Tennessee. Call Mike Bond at 
1-317·4268. 
"Do you want a challenge in the beautiful 50th state? 
Associate minister wanted for congregation of 15 
Christians with no elders. Needs to be self-motivating, 
mature in the faith, and very evangelistic. Housing and 
utilties provided, but must obtian own support. Good 
position for retired or semi-retired person. If interest
ed, write Hilo church of Christ, 46 Lono Street, Hilo, 
Hawaii 96720 or call (808) 935·6917." 
Revelation Complete in 12 cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on premil
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen L. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (918) 341·2926 
except Mon. & Thurs. 
WANTED: Full-time evangelistic preacher for pulpit 
position, 2 elders. Sunday morning attendance 300, 6 
bus routes with associate minister in charge, building 
4 years old, auditorium size 450, 11 classrooms, youth 
worship, active congre,:ation interested in leading the 
lost to Christ, 30 baptisms in 1981. If interested, con
tact: Elders, Central Church of Christ 2200 McDowell 
Road, Vincennes, Indiana 47591. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABlE: 12 Yrs. Experience-Evange
lism, Preaching, Radio, T.V., Newspaper, much more. 
Married 14 Yrs., 2 children, Age 33. Resume and 
References Available. Contact: Steve Henley, 1912 
Everest, Idaho Falls, ld. 83402 A/C 208·524·6184. 
Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209·992·2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 

YUl\IA, ARIZ., 051 W. .28th St. Sunda.y-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

FULL·TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489· 
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (S12) 589·7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Evangelist needed for Southern Wisconsin congrega
tion of about 125. Fully supported with nice home. 
Interested in a mature man with preaching experience 
and daily radio program. Send comprehensive resume 
to the Church of Christ P.O. Box Janesville, WI 53545, 
or call 608-876-6570. 
Wanted: Preacher for Central Texas Congregation 
Send application by resume, mail to Church of Christ, 
Box 544; Rosebud, TX 76570. 
"PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
of Lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
serve the church there (need by April 4). Home fur
nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 280, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
1 -806/866·44 7 4." 
Preacher wanted small, young congregation in sunny 
Calif. Home & utilities furnished. Call 209-535-4339, 
write Ed Sisemore, Route 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, 
Calif. 93270. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE April 1982. Age 53 and mar
ried. Full time or willing to preach part time if suit· 
able part time work can be found. Contact Jim Sargent, 
Robo Village #38, Route 3, Osceola, WI. 54020 or 
phone AC 715/294-3145. 
Wanted: Experienced minister for small congregation. 
Sunday morning attendance 35·45 with outside support. 
Leadership abilities very important: we have no elders. 
Beginning construction of a church building this 
spring. Near U. of Conn. Salary low $20s. Send re
sume and cassette tape of sermon(s) to Storrs Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 285, Storrs, Conn. 06268. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

lNVESTIGA.TES The Firm Foundation 
trlee to acreeu advertising, and will not 
knowlngl)" tnke questionable ndvertJeln~. 
But It Ia the render'e responsibility to ID
veatlgnte. Like aD7 other pnper. we aome
tbnea unwlttlngl;r run All unworthy ad. 
A..a the old auyiJag ~oea, before you lnve•t. 
lnve,.tl~nter 

OPPORTUNITY FOR RUSSIAN 
RADIO PREACHING 

Radio Station KGEI, Redwood City, 
California is now installing an antenna 
system for the Soviet Union. This will 
broadcast a concentrated beam over the 
north. Three different beams will be used 
to cover the who1e U.S.S.R. 

The transmitter that will drive the 
antenna system is 250,000 watts, short 
wave. This is a super power short wave 
transmitter. A good signal strength should 
be provided for listeners in the U.S.S.R. 

Broadcasting will be for nine months of 
the year, beginning this November, when 
conditions are best for reaching Soviet 
built radios. Their standard household 
radios have international short wave 
bands. There are more than 40 million 
short wave radio receivers in the U.S.S.R . 

The cost is $60.50 per 15 minute preach
ing program. Individuals as well as con
gregations can sponsor time. If you are 
interested please write to the West Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 14329, Okla
homa City, OK 73114 or call Germaine 
Lockwood, 405-842-6779. 

Oscar E. McCoy, Minister, Rt. 1, Box 1, 
Box 233-B, Rileyville, Virginia 22650: 
After twenty-six years of preaching the 
gospel of Christ in located work I am 
entering full-time meeting work. january 
1, 1982 I will be available. Preference 
will be given to mission-type meetings. 

HOME COMING 
DAY 

MARCH 28, 1982 

All former members and friends 
of the Central Church of Christ 
are invited to come Home ... 
and spend an exciting and spir
itually rich day with us. 

SPEAKER 
BRENT ADAMS 
Plainview, Tex. 

Bible Study 9:30a.m. 

COMMEMORATING 
75th Anniversary of Church in 

Shawnee 
40th Anniversary in present location 

Full day of activities planned 

Central Church of Christ 
1Oth & Bell, Shawnee, OK 

1-405-273-3065 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and . . . 
1nsp1nng. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2@ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e: _________________________________________________________ __ 

Address. __________________________________________________ _ 

City ____________________________ State; ____________ ...c..uZip. _____ _ 
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TH~ "HANDSHAKE" of Barton W. Stone and " Raccoon" John 
Sm1th at the famous " Unity Meeting" in Lexington, Kentucky, 
on January 1, 1882, is reenacted by Jim Pierson, minister of 
The Wilshire Christian Ch urch of Los Angeles (left) and Frank 
Pack, minister of the Culver Palms Church in L.A. See Brothe r 
Pack's article on page 3. 

Austin, Texas, 
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Morality 

Moral behavior is the most basic tenet of human life. 
People who· do wrong seldom feel that what they do is 
wrong. They can justify it in some way. We are per
suaded that very few people deliberately do what they 
believe it is wrong to do. 

One of the reasons why it is so difficult to really con
vict s~meone of sin is because he does not feel any guilt 
for h1s present course of action. He is satisfied with his 
religion-or lack of it-because his conscience is not 
educated to separate right from wrong. 

We one time saw a criminal who had been gunned 
down by police after killing a score of men. As he Jay 
on the sidewalk dying he whimpered "why did they 
want to kill me? I never did anyone wrong." We 
couldn't understand it then but believe we do now. Any 
national act is performed under the illusion that it is 
justified by the circumstances. 

One person stays in a denomination after he has lost 
all confidence in its biblical authenticity because his 
"mother was a member." Young people transgress the 
teaching of scripture because "all the kids do it." Mur
der i~ not seen as murder. Theft is not seen as theft. 
lying is not seen as lying. Social immorality is not seen 
as immorality. Guerilla activities are never seen as crimi
nal. What brethren do to other brethren is, of course, 
justified-they would never do their brethren wrong, 
you know-deliberately! 

Vulgarity has become such a part of everyday life no
body blushes any more. We receive a Jot of articles for 
publication in the Firm Foundation that are couched in 
gutter language and in discussion of subjects that a 
few years ago would not have been discussed in mixed 
audiences. We do not. think it expedient to put them in 
print. A generation has arisen that tolerates promiscu
ousness and immoral acts and lifestyles that are deviate 
and sinful, but we are persuaded that they see nothing 
wrong in these "alternate lifestyles." They know so little 
about what the Bible teaches they do not really believe 
that what they are doing is wrong. 

Governments in Poland, or Latin America or wherever 
practice their inhumanity, and the guerillas their atroci
ties with ruthlessness while they justify themselves in 
every act. So do Christians. They treat their brothers 
shamefully and justify their spiritual barbarism by the 
same logic. Once this mentality takes command, car-
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;· . 
~age and destruction is inevitable. This is why we be/ 
l1eve that the appetite for filth, and the avid interest in
reports. ~hich we have never taken the trouble to test 
the va~1d1ty of, may destroy us. We can commit spiritu~l 
genoc1de and all the while earnestly claim that we are 
contending for the faith. : 

War criminals are those who lost the war, rather than 
being guilty of atrocities. Most of them were no Jess 
ghoulish than their judges were. And that's the way it is · 
in congregations. Who gets hanged depends not a whit" 
upon his crimes but, rather, upon who won the church 
war. In all too many cases of church trouble the sensi
tive ones are banished while the ruthless stay in controL 

In our age of "authority," where the power lies witf{.·. 
those who call the shots, and where self interest is th~~ 
primary motivating force, we are creating a morality that~: 
is answerable only to itself. It matters little, if we ar~} 
going to abandon ·the scriptures as our rule of practicePL· 
which road we take out. _ o:, 

There is abundant evidence that real, Bible directed·; 
morality is about as low in the church as it is in the·:,.: 
world. What difference, anyway, have the Scripture{:· 
made in us and in how we act toward each other? 

Character assassination is the lowest form of im- · 
morality. Stealing, or murdering a reputation, or a good 
name or a good work, is more immoral than stealing 
property or murdering in cold blood. Mental and spir
itual torture over a long period is more immoral than 
physical torture. And brethren can do that to brethren· 
without a shred of remorse. No wonder the scriptures 
say that for every idle word we shall surely give account 
unto God. 

Many are the campaigns to clean up the immoral in
fluences in our society. We could well begin by clean-· 
ing up our own act. We would have every encourage- . 
ment to do so, because we have an Objective Standard 
in Divine Revelation which acts as a plumbline to which 
we can true our crooked walls. Those who have not this 
advantage are like the blind leading the blind. If we got 
our light out from under the bushel and put it. on the 
candlestand, it might shine to all that are in the house. 

Volume 99 

FIRl\1 FOUNDATION 
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Published weekly except the last Tuesday in Decemb« by the Firm Founda
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_:.;~Jn a historic editorial entitled "1832-1932" on january 12, 
t1~82 Reuel Lemmons, distinguished editor of the FIRM r .. 
· FqUNDATION wrote, "We do not usually advocate that 
:churches observe special occasions, but we believe it would 
· be: a commendable thing if all the sects among us gave some 
thought to trying to reenact the famous unity meeting held 
in :Lexington, Kentucky in 1832. All our sects are justly proud 
ofthat meeting, and the part it played in our history." 

' _Without knowing that this editorial would appear this 
happened in Los Angeles, California on Sunday, january 19, 
1982. Sponsored by the Disciples of Christ Historical Society 
a "Celebration of Heritage" reenacting the famous Lexing
ton meeting of New Year's, 1832 was held in the large Wil-

1 sh_ire Christian Church auditorium at 3 p.m. A capacity 
: crowd of between 800 and 900 attended. The crowd was 
. composed of large numbers from the three major groups 
'recognizing the Restoration Movement: the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), Christian Churches and Churches of 
Christ (instrumental) and churches of Christ. 

A Task Force chaired by Margaret Wilkes, trustee of the 
Disciples Historical Society, planned the "Celebration" with 
members. drawn from the three groups. Those from churches 

~of Christ besides this writer were jerry Rushford, Thonias 
Campbell and Timothy Kelley. Out of consideration for our 
convictions no instrumental music was used and Timothy 
Kelley, minister at Camarillo, California led the songs. These 
were selected from the Hymnal published by Alexander 
Campbell and the singing was thrilling to hear. A responsive 

1 reading of scripture used Alexander Campbell's "Living 
i Oracles" translation of the New Testamen't. 

The heart of the meeting, however, was a reenactment of 
the "Union of 1832." Ronald Osborn, American church his-

1 torian and a member of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

I 
~hrist) gave the "Setting in Picture and Narrative," integrat
tng his narration with slides of the men and occasions im

~~ portant to the story, provided by the Disciples of Christ His· 

I 
torical Society. If you have been reading the articles written 
by Bill Humble about the 1832 Union in the FIRM FOUNDA

' TION, you will know the background covered by Osborn's 

I 
narration. According to John Augustus Williams' "Life of Elder 
John Smith," he recorded two main speeches made at the 

• meeting in the old Hill Street Christian Church building in 
i lexington, Kentucky. The first was given by "Raccoon" john 

I. 

Smith from Campbell's followers known as "Disciples" and 
the second by Barton Warren Stone, leader of the "Chris
tians." The reenactment included these two speeches. 
Dressed like frontier preachers Smith's speech was given by 
jim Pierson, minister of Wilshire Christian Church and Barton 
Warren Stone's speech was delivered by this writer. 

Accordling to Williams' account Stone closed his speech 
by saying, "I have not one objection to the ground laid down 
by him as the true scriptural basis of union among the people 
of God; and I am willing to give him, now and here, ·my 
hand." Then Williams wrote, "He then turned and offered 
Smith a hand trembling with rapture and brotherly love, and 
it was grasped by a hand full of honest pledges of fellowship 
and the union was virtually accomplished. Then all who felt 
willing extended hands of fellowship and a song arose. Then 
they broke the loaf together." The famous handshake was 
reenacted and passed to the audience and "a song arose." 
Since communion had already been observed by the people 
in their churches, it was symbolically reenacted by the two 
men. Myron Taylot, minister of Westwood Hills Christian 
Church, a conservative Christian Church, concluded the pro
gram with an address on "What We Have In Common" and 
the final benediction was worded from I and II Peter in the 
"Living Oracles." A plaque commemorating this celebration 
was presented by the Historical Society to be placed in the 
Wilshire church building. 

What is the Disciples of Christ Historical Society? Estab
lished in 1941 it has from its beginning been committed to 
preserving materials relating to the Stone-Campbell Move
ment called often the Restoration Movement. It specially 
serves the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Chris
tian Churches and Churches of Christ (instrumental) and 
churches of Christ. Through the generosity of the Phillips 
family a beautiful center was built in 1958 in Nashville, TN. 
It is primarily supported by individual memberships, gifts and 
bequests and has on its board representatives of the three 
major groups. Presently its library and archives contain over 
20,000 books, 16,000 biographical files, 4,000 files from con
gregations, 2,000 periodicals, 1,000 personal papers and 350 
files of higher educational institutions. Annual membership 
is $7.50. Let's preserve the great heritage of restoring New 
Testament Christianity in our modern world . 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, CA 90265 
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Morality Is Not Sectarian 
JAMES D. BALES 

Our founding fathers never intended that the separation 
between church and state involve a separation between the 
state and morality. Furthermore, they never intended for 
public education to be value-free (nor is it possible to be free 
from some set of values) nor for it to be a vehicle, as in some 
cases it has become, to promote the religion of humanism. 
In his Farewell Address, George Washington said: "Of all 
the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, 
religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain 
would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should 
labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these 
firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere 
politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and 
to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connec
tions with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked, 
where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if 
the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths which are 
the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let 
us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can 
be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded 
to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect, 
that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle. 

"lt. is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a neces
sary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed extends 
with more or less force to every species of free government. 
Who ~hat is a sincere friend to it can look with indifference 
upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?" 
(Congressional Record, February 22, 1960, p. 2836). 

However, the situation has developed in this country 
where some things taught in some schools are not just neu
tral concerning religion but actually hostile to it. On a TV 
broadcast on March 2, 1981 a man who thought he spoke as 
a scientist classified the creation concept with witchcraft. 
Opposition to evolution, which is an essential element of the 
religion of humanism, is viewed by him as gross super
stition. However, it is amazing what superstitions and mira
cles (without a miracle worker) people will believe in in 
order not to believe that God created the heavens and the 
earth, and life and man. 

Furthermore, the disastrous situation has developed where 
some view any morality as a matter of sectarian religion. 
Therefore, the schools must not teach morality for this would 
be to impose a form of religion on the students. Some have 
naively assumed that the more secular education a person 
has the better person they will be. As a student of the history 
of education, and having written my dissertation on "His
tory of Pragmatism in American Educational Thought," I have 
seen the positions and personalities which have done so 
much to put naturalism into our education system in America. 

In 1947 Henry C. Link wrote: "The evidences enumerated 
above point to what is probably the greatest single weakness 
in secular education, namely, its failure to teach the ele
mentary manners and morals of social behavior. Th-at is why 
the problem today is not just one of race conflict or even 
class conflict. These are but the larger manifestations of the 
inability of whites to live peacefully with whites, Jews with 
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~ 
Jews, husbands with their wives, parents with their children·<~: 
individuals with their community. .'· 

"In his letter appointing a committee to study the cur- . 
riculum, President Conant of Harvard University said: ' ... Un~· 
less the educational process includes at every level of ma
turity some continuing contact with those fields in which . 
value judgments are of prime importance, it must fall far· 
short of the ideal. Th~ student in high school, in college and 
in graduate school must be concerned, in part at least, with 
the words 'right' and 'wrong' in both the ethical and the 
mathematical sense.' 

"The home and the church no longer teach the moral law~ 
with their old-time authority. Their authority has been dis
placed by the secular schools. These, far from educating their' · 
pupils in basic morals, have waged an effective campaign :· 
against the old-fashioned virtues. They have quite thoroughly · 
deflated the morals of the older generations. This has been 
especially true of progressive educators who have empha
sized self-expression at the expense of self-discipline and··:~. 
personal originality at the cost of social morality" (The Re• · 
discovery of Morals, pp. 157-158). 

11Without definite, as well as general, moral laws, facts are, 
destructive and moral authority is impossible. This is just at 
true for world peace and racial harmony as it is for a united~. 
family" (p. 163). 

Although I am convinced that morality is rooted in God,:., 
and that he made man to be a moral being governed by, . 
moral law as well as by personal devotion to God, morality''. 
is not sectarian. Although I believe Christ reveals moral law 
in its fullness, the Bible does not teach that moral law origi~ .. 
nated with Christianity and that without Christianity man can-·· 
not have any concept of moral law. 

Unless there is a recognition that in teaching morality in. 
our schools we are not binding a sectarian religion, our pub~ 
lie school system will become the main force in destroying · 
America. Of course there are schools in which this is done,. 
but unless there is a more determined and systematic effort 
to inculcate moral principles in all students we shall be 
paying for the education of individuals who, in so far as the 
educational system itself is concerned, have had no encour- · 
agement and teaching to treat others in a moral way. 

Chief Justice Warren E. Burger on February 8, 1981 said:'· 
"Possibly some of our problem of behavior stems from the 
fact that we have virtually eliminated from public schools .. · 
and higher education any effort to teach values of integrity,)~) 
truth,· personal accountability and respect for others' rights./. 
This was recently commented on by a distinguished world·,' 
statesman, Dr. Charles Malik, former president of the U.N~) 
General Assembly. Speaking to a conference on education_;, 
he said: 'I search in vain for any reference to the fact that 1 
character, personal integrity, spiritual depth, the highest 
moral standards, the wonderful living values of the great tra
dition, have anything to do with the business of the univer~::: 
sity or with the world of learning.' J 

"Perhaps what Dr. Malik said is not irrelevant to what\~ 
gives most Americans such deep concern in terms of be-~p 
havior in America today." He then went on to speak of.:\ 
crime. One recommendation was: "Encourage religious); 
groups to give counsel on ethical behavior and occupatio~al T 
adjustment during and after confinement" (Congressional:.':~ 
Record, Feb. 23, 1981, pp. H 563, 565). ·S~ 

Men without morals are monsters who destroy themselves.; 
and others in one way or another. .~ 
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:~:1an. 18, 1981 
!3:·. Robert Brumley 
:~:. 218 Pine St. 
"~:;, Bobbinville, GA 
i,~:~ditor Edwin jenkins 
t~"1ooth and Toenail for the Truth 
.. :{Rayford, GA . 
;/~ear Brother jenkrns; 
\~:.f;.: Keep up the good work you are doing 
J:;With "Tooth and Toenail for the Truth." 
)~We love you and don't know what the 
.::¥;}lurch would do without you. 
.:-;;' It has come to my attention that you 
~~·.are the clearing house for faithful Gos
:'j:)el preachers. As our faithful Brother 
,~J:Iayden accepted the work at Elmyra 
";(;A after spending a wonderful eleve~ 
.~~111onths with us at Bobbinville, we are 

··;:looking for someone to come and strive 
··with us against fal_se doctrine. The m~n 
'here are fearful w1th so many uncertam 

· 'isounds in the air and so many not walk-
i?irig in the old paths, that we'll get a 

.. ;Jiberal preacher. We had a very success
:Jful year last year having withdrawn fel
··1owship from all other congregations in 
··the area over the denominational prac-

, ~·tice of air conditioners in the building. 
:we don't want anybody coming in 
·preaching a watered down Gospel. 
·· Please help us. You are the only one 
:we trust. 

Sincerely for Truth, 
Robert Brumley 

Edwin jenkins, Editor 
Tooth and Toenail for the Truth 

· Rayford, GA 
january 25, 1981 
Mr. Robert Brumley 
Dear Brother Brumley, 

Greetings to you from Tooth and Toe
nail! It was good to receive your letter 

·of Jan. 18, 1981. I will be pleased to 
help you locate a sound Gospel preach
er. Let me assure you, you came to the 
right place. I appreciate the problem 
you're having finding a man who walks 
in the old paths. They're as scarce as 
back issues of "Tooth and Toenail." (By 
the way, several have been writing for 
the September, 1979 issue about 
"Asphalt Parking Lots." We .. have re
Printed this issue and it is available now. 
Brother Don Melton has an especially 
incisive article in this issue about the 
direct correlation between adultery, 
Jereboam's calves, and asphalt parking 
lots. As you know, all our problems of 
late started with the asphalt contro
versy. I have bundles of this issue 
ready.) 

But back to your preacher problem. I 
think I have just the man for you at 
Bobbinville. If anything, I think he walks 
older paths than your former Brother 
Hayden. His name is Brother Donald 
Whitney of 309 Maple Street, Valley 
View, GA. He has been asked to leave 
there because they cannot tolerate the 
truth. Brother Whitney is one of the 
soundest preachers I have been blessed 
to know of late. He is so sound he fel
lowships only six other congregations of 
the church in North America. Truth is, 
as it were, his middle name. 

Please contact me if you make ar
ran~ements for Brother Whitney to come 
and work with you. 

A Little Satire Might Help Us 

The Lunacy of I tAll 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

Sincerely for Certain Sounds, 
Edwin jenkins 
Editor 

P.S. Please give me Brother Hayden's 
address. I must write some of the faith
ful brethren in the area and see where 
he stands on church parking lots. 

February 20, 1981 
Edwin Jenkins, Editor 

Robert Brumley 
218 Pine St. 
Bobbinville, GA 

Tooth and Toenail for the Truth 
Rayford, GA 
Dear Brother jenkins; 

Thank you so much for your letter 
dated January 25, 1981. I hope your 
work is going well. I just don't know 
what we'd do without you. What with 
all this modernism and error that needs 
to be exposed. You are doing a wonder
ful job! 

We did get in touch with Brother 
Whitney. I assured him we were for 
sound doctrine and the old paths and in 
a letter dated February 15, 1981, he ac
cepted the work at Bobbinville. We are 
so relieved to have this sound Gospel 
Preacher coming our way. He is even 
more faithful than you thought. In let
ters dated January 11, 12, and 13, he 
disfellowshipped three other congrega
tions over water fountains in the church 
building. (I have copies of these letters 
if you can use them.) 

Incidently, just to prove where we 
are, Brother Whitney will begin his work 
with us April 12 with a Gospel meeting 
centering around the parking lot issue. 
Please come over and visit one night if 
you can. 

Sincerely for the Old Paths, 
Robert Brumley 

PS. Please send me a bundle of 9 issues 
of the Asphalt Parking Lot issue for the 
congregation. 

Mr. Edwin jenkins, Editor 
Tooth and Toenail for the Truth 
Rayford, GA 

March 29,1981 
Mr. Robert Brumley 
218 Pine Street 
Bobbinville, GA 
Dear Brother Brumley, 

Thank you for your good letter dated 
February 20, 1981. Sorry for the delay 
but I've been tied up with disfellowship 
proceedings with eight congregations in 
Missouri over fluorescent lights in the 
Church. How tiresome it is. Sometimes 
I feel like Elijah and ask "why I have 
been chosen to rout out liberalism, 
modernism, and asphaltism?" But then 
I do receive new strength. If It weren't 
for the letters of support I receive each 
month (see back pages of 11T ooth and 
Toenail") I would discontinue my 
striving. 

I am glad Brother Whitney has ac-

cepted the work with you in Bobbin
ville. (I spoke with him February 18, 
1981 by phone.) Since your letter from 
him dated February 15, 1981, he has 
disfellowshipped another congregation. 
This makes Bobbinville and Rayford the 
only two congregations Brother Whitney 
will fellowship. One certainly can't find 
one iota of liberalism or denomina
tionalism in him! But just imagine, just 
two faithful congregations in North 
America! It is exactly as I warned them! 
Liberalism, denominational, and creep
ing uncertain-soundism has taken us 
over. May many more faithful old paths 
men like me and Brother Whitney be 
raised up to fight this horrible thing! 

April 26, 1981 

Sincerely for truth, 
Edwin jenkins 
Editor 

Brother Donald Whitney 
569 Valley Rd. 
Bqbbinville, GA 

Tooth and Toenail 
Rayford, GA 
Dear Jenkins, 

It saddens my heart to have to with
draw fellowship fr9m the Bobbinville 
congregation, you and Rayford. I cannot 
believe you would recommend my lo
cating in a hotbed of liberalism like 
Bobbinville! But then I didn't know how 
far you had strayed from the old paths! 
What a charming grip this modernism 
has on you. To think just a few short 
years ago there were hundreds of faith
ful congregations in the world. Now 
there's just me! Even you have bowed 
at the altar of modernism, liberalism, 
asphaltism, and uncertain-soundism. 

I will explain my actions briefly and 
close this letter and our relationship. 
Two weeks ago it came to my attention 
that Sister Hattie Rayburn received a 
free copy of the putrid, perverted, Good 
New Bible at the County Fair seven 
years ago. She did not throw it away 
but it found a prominent place in her 
bookcase! This is versionism, pure and 
simple. In a letter dated April 16, I 
asked her point blank about her stand 
on versionism and the pivotal question 
of her interpretation of the Hebrew 
word 'almah in Isaiah 7:14. Well, she 
had her nephew write back (she can't 
write) that she doesn't know what I'm 
talking about. Oh, don't the liberals 
know any other defense than "I've been 
misunderstood" or "I don't know what 
you're talking about"! 

So the congregation at Rayford should 
receive a letter dated April 26, 1981 con
cerning my withdrawal of fellowship of 
that congregation for fellowshiping the 
corrupt versionism I found at Bobbin
ville. 

The Faithful One, 
Donald Whitney 

P.S. One final note. Just two days a~o, 
in a letter dated April 24, 1981, I d•s
fellowshipped my wife and fami~y over 
the ladies short-sleeved blouse 1ssue. I 
am sorry they would not stand for the 
truth. Oh, there is so much good to do 
and so little time to do itl 
1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 
72712 
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The Minister's Devotional Life 
According to Robert Yule ''The min

istry is a demanding occupation; it re
quires deep spiritual resources to sus
tain and enrich it. Such resources can 
be at least partially acquired through 
prayer. Yet there is today possibly no 
part of a minister's life that is less culti
vated for want of practical guidance, or 
more quickly abandoned for lack of 
time, than this. How can we sustain a 
regular discipline of prayer, so that our 
ministry might be a genuine work of 
God and not just a feverish round of 
well-intentioned but sometimes fruit
less activity?" 

This problem is a common one faced 
by many ministers. The private devo
tional life of a minister is often either 
empty or nonexistent. While preachers 
attempt to achieve greater expertise in 
Bible knowledge and in professional 
skills in order to perform their roles 
better, at the same time they often feel 
a certain void of spirituality. 

Beyond simple confessions of a lack 
of spirituality among ministers, there 
are other symptoms of the problem on 
a wider scale in the religious communi
ty. The charismatic movement might be 
seen as a sign of an unmet need in 
Christendom. likewise the great influ
ence of the Eastern religions into the 
West in recent years is a symptom of a 
void in spirituality. Here the contempla
tive ideal is usually being sought after 
more than an actual religious doctrine. 
Furthermore, the general unrest and fre
quent experimentation in worship and 
liturgy might be an indication of a need 
for more meaningful religious experi
ences. One, though, does not have to 
spend much time searching for evidence 
of the problem; a simple survey reveals 
that the private devotional life of the 
"typical" minister is not what it should 
be. 

In tracing the origin of the problem 
from a very broad historical perspective, 
one might begin with the great surge in 
monastic life in the early fourth century. 
This was no coincidence; it happened 
just as the State made its peace with 
the Church. It was no longer difficult to 
be a Christian, rather it became the 
fashionable thing to do. The church 
grew in numbers and also grew in 
worldliness. Many, no longer having the 
path of the martyr to follow, chose the 
hard life of ascetism or the contempla
tive ideal. 

Centuries later in Protestantism there 
was a separation from Rome along with 
a rejection of orders, monasticism, rules, 
vows, celibacy, and most of what was 
associated with it. The separation be
tween the active and contemplative life 
ended, and an attempt was made to 
praise Godly living in various secular 
roles. Before this time, any manner of 
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life other than monasticism was con
sidered a lower form or a second state 
of piety. 

Uniting the active and the contem
plative life has been difficult in Protes
tantism, and, according to some, there 
has been an inability to develop an 
adequate theology of the spiritual life 
at all. So while Protestantism has been 
strongly anti-Catholic in theological at
titude, it always seems allured by the 
contemplative found in Catholicism. 
More recent trends have complicated 
this situation. Skepticism is more com
mon, and skeptical thoughts about God 
will cut deep into the taproot of spir
ituality; since prayer is based upon a 
belief- in God and his actions in this 
world. Also the continued secularization 
of 20th century mankind is an increas
ingly difficult deterrent in developing 
spirituality. 

Whatever the cause, the absence of 
an adequate devotional aspect in the 
minister's life has brought forth many 
articles suggesting ways of recovering 
this missing element. Some, laying the 
blame upon educational institutions for 
ministers, claim the solution is to be 
found in training the spirituality while 
ministers are in school. Others object 
that such schools are designed only for 
academic study and argue that a min
ister must have his spirituality before he 
comes to school. What suggestions, 
though, can be made to help ministers 
obtain better devotional lives? 

First, ministers will have to arrange 
their schedules to even find time for a 
devotional life. The circumstances of 
today and the many pressing duties of 
a typical minister often leave no time 
for the development of spirituality. One 
study done in 1968 concluded that the 
pressure of time was among the most 
important factors that hindered a min
ister's spiritual growth. 

Second, having a place to which one 
can retreat is very important. If the 
minister's study is on the first floor of 
the church building with ringing phones, 
busy typewriters, and noisy printing 
presses, then he needs another place or 
time at which he can retire to com
mune with God. A private place is 
needed since such experiences need to 
be authentic, not just for show. 

Third, a minister must concentrate on 
developing a better prayer life. One 
must examine beliefs about God, provi
dence, and prayer. It is necessary to be
lieve not just in God, but in a God who 
cares, who is sovereign, and who inter
venes. If one believes that nothing 
happens in prayer beyond character 
changes in the person praying, prayer 
life will be shallow. Even so, developing 
an adequate prayer life can be difficult. 

One important element of the min
ister'.s privat~ pr~y~r life that merits 
spec1al attent1on IS mtercessory prayer 
Eugene Bradford reminds us that inter~ 
cessory prayer is a ministerial task and 
summarizes the abundant Biblical data 
on the subject. In intercessory prayer 
there is a link forged between the con
templative life and the active life. A 
minister can keep a prayer list or a 
church directory at hand for interces
sory prayer. 

Fourth, a minister should develop a 
system of regular reading from the Bible 
and devotional literature of the ages. 
Numerous collections for .this purpo~e 
such as John Baillie's A D1ary of Read-· 
ings are very useful. In such reading the 
minister should avoid the constant 
temptation of thinking only in terms of 
next Sunday's sermon or Bible class. 
Though such devotional reading will in
fluence the content of one's preaching, 
it should be thought of as an addition 
to the regular stuay done for teaching 
purposes. 

Fifth, other exercises such as fasting 
might be incorporated into a minister's 
private life. Jesus, though not con
sidered an ascetic in the normal sense, 
did fast for forty days on one occasion. 
He did this in the privacy of the desert. 
likewise privacy for the minister is 
needed to avoid hypocrisy or religion 
for show. 

Sixth, the devotional life of the min
ister must be integrated with practice. 
Compartmentalization of life or world
escapism is not desired. Withdrawal and 
involvement must be held in tension. 
Unless a minister integrates private de
votional life with service for others, a 
feering of futility and usel~s~~ess will 
probably overcome such act1v1t1es. · 

The outward form is. not extremely· 
important in structuring one's own de-· 
votional life. The inner content is what , 
really matters. Fads and trends come 
and go but the core ·of the devotional;. 
life remains the same. 

A final warning is sounded by many. 
who are deeply involved in a contem- · 
plative life. One should not expect.: 
extraordinary experiences; one will gO) 
through spells or dryness or apathy, even.' 
hatred or contempt for the devotional.·:. 
life. Shallow enthusiasm can lead to.·. 
many broken resolutions but simplY:~~ 
quitting in despair can keep us off the~~ 
road to God as much as gross, carnal:~; 
sins. Being aware of the dangers and::{ 
pitfalls, with perseverance and faith thef~ 
minister can develop a private dev~-~ 
tional.life which will greatry increase Fus.:; 
affect1on for God and regularly enhance/ 
his ministry to others. ~':: 

102 N. Andrews, Waco, TX 76706 ~ 
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What the Restoration Movement Has Accomplished (1) 
. , In considering what the Restoration 

r Movement has accomplished in the ap-
1 \:.proximately 150 years of its existence, 

.· .: 0 ne could contrast the memberships of 
::·· the small Brush Run Church of about 

'· .. 1830, located in a little-known place 
.-of West Virginia, and that of the small 
'.congregations located in the area of 

f :::~cane Ridge, Kentucky, with ti'Je two mil-
1· :,lion or less members in the 13,250 con

gregations in the United States today. 
... : He could speak of the eight to ten 

·.thousand preachers, of the 427 families 
~.of foreign workers, of the seventeen 
.·<·christian colleges, of the twenty preach
.: ers' schools,. of the seventy-five grade 

, ·and high schools, of the 190 Christian 
eamps, of the eighty-three child care 

· agencies, and of the twenty-nine homes 
. tor the aged-and out of these develop

~. ments he could realize that growth has 
:·:taken place. One could also speak of 
>the move from one-room log buildings 
· ·jn rural areas to the vast plants which 

f ·our larger metropolitan congregations 
, have now built. 

But we know in our hearts that these 
·, items, though a stimulus to our pride, 

are no real measure of what a move
ment has accomplished. When we com
pare the changes in statistics of the 
movement with the general change in 

. American and world population, and 
when we compare the movement's eco
nomic growth with the change in 
American economic life across the same 
period of time, it becomes obvious that 
·at least a part of the pride is false 
pride. 

Furthermore, should we compare the 
present membership statistics, first, with 
the population figures of America, now 
estimated at 218 million, and second, 
with the population figures of the entire 
world which is now estimated at four 
billion, 219 million, what we have done 
is less impressive. If we compare our 
figures with those of the Muslrm popu
lation estimated at 5761/2 million, the 
Buddhist population estimated at 260Y2 
million, or the Hindu at 5173A million 
we must admit that we have hardly 
scratched the surface of the ground as 
far as evangelizing the world is con
cerned. We are also alarmed at the case 
made by Flavil Yeakley, Jr., who insists 
that growth in our churches has stag
nated and that if trends are not re
versed the movement will cease to exist 
early in the next century. 

Should we shift attention from statis
tics to what has been accomplished in 
bringing about the unity of Christian 
people-for the divided nature of 
Christendom was one of the stimuli for 
the early enthusiasm of Restoration 
preaching-we find even less basis for 
pride. Though the ideal of unity of all 
believers was noble, the movement 
itself has repeatedly fractured. Mean
while, the walls of denominationalism 
have largely proved to be unyielding. 
An atmosphere of live and let live called 
ecumenism has become popular. It is an 
atmosphere in which doctrinal convic-

.JACK LEWIS 

tion has become minimal, but in which 
there is the more insistence that each 
religious tradition has its values to be 
maintained. People are willing to 
dialogue and to cooperate in some 
areas while ignoring and maintaining 
the basic differences that keep them 
apart. 

The churches of Christ have crystal
ized into a separate people not want
ing to share in ecumenism because they 
feel that it is basically defective in pur
pose. They have become a people 
whose on-going contribution to Chris
tian unity is largely that of talking about 
unity and of inviting all to come enjoy 
unity with them. Some individuals are 
won; but the days of winning whole 
congregations of people belong to the 
distant past. In some circles of the Res
toration Movement very rigid mores 
have developed which create and main
tain barriers. We are known as a people 
who like to debate. We appear in the 
eyes of our neighbors more as isola
tionists and sectarians than we do as 
effective advocates of Christian unity. In 
the goal of the Restoration Movement 
to advocate Christian unity, we do not 
have a lot of basis for pride of achieve
ment. If you asked the man on the street 
about the churches of Christ, he might 
tell you that they are the people who 
oppose the piano; but he would not tell 
you that they are the people who ad
vocate or practice unity. 

The Idea of Restoration 
Despite these pessimistic notes on the 

failure to attain the goals of the move
ment, the Restoration Movement has 
by no means been a total failure. It 
has pressed upon the world the idea 
that the cure for the problems of a di
vided Christendom is not in ecumenism 
in which we play down differences and 
agree to have a sort of fellowship 
while maintaining division. Neither is it 
to be found in accepting the Pope's 
annual invitation for all to return to the 
"Mother Church." The movement has 
insisted that behind the creeds and the 
traditions of the church there was a 
revelation of God's will that is norma
tive for the church of all times. The ideal 
is not to go back to the times of the 
Reformation, nor is it to go back to the 
relatively uncomplicated times of the 
Middle Ages, but to go all the way back 
to Apostolic times. That this idea is an 
ideal that still commends itself to think
ing minds can be seen in the success of 
the Bryant-Shank mission to denomina
tional preachers. Trained men caught in 
denominationalism still find the idea of 
a restoration of New Testament Chris
tianity a challenging idea. 

The idea of restoring New Testament 
Christianity involves making certain 
basic assumptions, each of which is 
under continuous challenge from other 
circles. Among these assumptions is that 
there was a valid revelation of God's 
will-men of God spoke as moved by 

the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1 :21). The 
Apostles were guided into all truth Oohn 
16:13). Next, it is assumed that a valid 
text for that revelation can be estab
lished. This assumption does not affirm 
the infallibility of any extant manuscript 
or of any extant reconstructured text. It 
allows for the possibility that additional 
discovery may show that a phrase now 
accepted in a text could be a gloss and 
that a phrase now absent in a text could 
be demonstrated to be authentic. How
ever, though there are textual variants, 
remarkable degrees of agreement on 
what the text should be exists. 

Furthermore, it is assumed that that 
text can be rendered into the various 
venaculars so that the common man can 
read and know what his duties to God 
and man are. For American and British 
people, this translation is English; but 
one does not liave to read English to 
have the ·Word of God. Men of other 
languages have the same translation 
problems as English reading people do. 
The translation is not tied to any par
ticular translation old or new. It is not 
bound up in the KJV, ASV, NIV, or any 
other. The Hebrew, Aramac, and Greek 
texts are the correctives to the questions 
of all translations. 

With its assumptions, the movement 
must face the challenge of those schol
ars who insist that the biblical record 
itself is unreliable. It must also face 
those who insist that there was such 
variety and flux in the first century 
church that no pattern is identifiable 
there. These battles with systems of 
theology which if accepted would 
negate any idea of restoring New Testa
ment Christianity are never ending and 
must be fought over and over again. 
This is neither the time nor the place 
to attempt a defense of our assumptions 
individually or in their collective to
tality. We merely remind ourselves that 
apart from their validity a Restoration 
Movement makes no sense. 

At various periods of our existence 
the questions raised by the critical 
movement have surfaced in our own 
ranks. Questions of the authenticity, 
unity, authority, and infallibility of 
Scripture have been wrestled with. 
J. W. McGarvey attacked the higher 
critical movement in the last century. 
If today one demanded a head by head 
accounting of beliefs on any ofthe points 
we have mentioned from our people in 
the pews or from our preachers, he 
likely would be shocked at the lack of 
information he would find, and even 
more shocked at the diversity of opinion 
he would encounter. Our congregational 
organization deters the setting up of 
shibboleths that all must pass. One can
not say, "The church of Christ be-
lieves .... " He can only say, "I be-
lieve, ... " or "Tom believes .... " In 
general practice, however, the man who 
has become persuded that there is not 
unity, authenticity, infallibility, and 
authority in Scripture has in time sought 
fellowship elsewhere. 
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For a Righteous Man One Would Scarcely Dare To Die 
ALVIN JENNINGS 

In Washington on January 14th, Pres!
dent Reagan praised two men for the1r 
heroism in personal rescue efforts after 
a jet crashed into the Poton:tac River _less 
than a mile from the nation's cap1tol. 
"There was just a bystander who saw a 
woman lose her grip on the line the 
helicopter was using to bring her to 
shore. Without hesitation, there he was, 
and he saved her life," said President 
Reagan. Then adding allusion to Scrip
ture he said, 11Greater glory hath no 
man ... " The man who stepped out of 
the crowd in the moment of decision 
was Leonard Skutnik; he counted not 
his life as dear unto himself, cast off 
his coat and dived into the icy river. 

The other man, unknown by name 
to man, preferred others' safety to his 
own, and while urging them to take the 
life line, forfeited his own life. 

When we hear such reports of the 
sacrifice of a man for an unknown fellow 
human being, we cannot but thank God 
for the divine spark of his own image 
reflected in man, his crown of creation. 
We believe God made all mankind to be 
a brotherhood, that he made all men in 
his image and likeness like the first man, 
Adam. I am thankful to live in a country 
where some people care, and where 
some would even dare to die. 

How much more should Christians 
care, not only for the physical well
being of our fellowman, but beyond 
that, how much do we care for his im
mortal soul? jesus Christ taught that his 
disciples are to have an eye to see, a 
heart to feel, and a hand to he I p any 
man in need. God's will is that any man 
in need be counted as a neighbor, and 
that we are not to allow ourselves to 
become too busy with religion to see 
and to care and to help a stranger along 
the highway of life. 

Brother, sister, let us do something, 
yes something even foolish and danger
ous to our health, to help someone to
day. If five minutes would have been 
too long to wait for Leonard Skutnik, 
how long can we afford to wait to deliver 
some poor struggling soul from death? 
And speaking of church growth, if we 
as a brotherhood really believed men 
and women were lost without Christ, 
and that the gospel is the only power 
that would save them; surely it would 
not take over a few days at the most to 
double our numerical strength as each 

. of us hastens as to dying men, to that 
neighbor or friend or stranger that we 
know is lost. We would present our
selves as fools in their sight and in the 
sight of the world as we plead with 
them and urge them to hurry and be rec
onciled to God. 

But someone may say, "I am not a 
trained teacher; they will not listen to 
me. I cannot rescue them!" And a voice 
echoes, "Was Skutnik a trained swim
mer? Had he practiced in the icy waters 
of the Potomac in a struggle with a 
desperate, grasping, drowning soul?" 
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God has promised that he will pro
vide seed for the sower and strength for 
the task. Your love, courage and earn
estness will speak an eloquence un
matched by the grandest and most 
polished professionals who will not ven
ture where the waters are deep and the 
where the chances of survival are slim 
... even if it is for Christ's sake. 

We were won to win; we were saved 
to save. Will we Jay down our life for 
our friend? Will we dare? Mrs. Frank 
Breck wrote in 1927 of one who was 
willing: 

''There was one who was willing 
To die in my stead, 
That a soul so unworthy might live. 
And the path to the cross, 
He was willing to tread, 
All the sins of my life to forgive." 

632 Hillview Dr., Hurst, Texas 76053 
---o---

Christ GARY MICHAEL DRUCKER 

In the Scriptures it is plain that jesus 
Christ occupies the central place of at
tention and thought. As the everlasting 
King of kings and lord of lords who 
gave his life for our reconciliation to 
God, Jesus Christ should likewise oc
cupy the central place in our preaching, 
teaching, thinking and living. 

A representative New Testament pas
sage which gives tremendous exaltation 
to Christ is Col. 1 :12-20. In this context, 
Paul informs the readers in Colossae that 
he had been praying for them; included 
in his prayer is the element of thanks
giving. There are two central points of 
focus: 1} God's redeeming activity in 
Christ who has caused us to be part of 
his kingdom, and 2) the universal su
premacy and power of the eternal 
Christ. 

It is clear from verse 12 that Christians 
enjoy a very wonderful position in life 
in that they share the inheritance be
longing to the saints in light. But before 
we begin to congratulate ourselves, we 
should pay close attention to what is in 
the text: what we are now enjoying 
and possessing is the result of the ac
tivity of God. It is God who has ren
dered us fit to partake of the in
heritance; it is God who has performed 
the outstanding miracle in both rescuing 
us from the authority of darkness and 
transplanting us into the kingdom of 
Christ. To make this possible, all of 
God's power and might is concentrated 
in one person and one historical event: 
the person of Christ and the redeeming 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Here the 
Lord went to a great expense to rescue 
men and women from the power of sin. 
Because of the great act of atonement, 
God has granted to us the forgiveness 
of sins and a right relationship with 
himself. Just as the strong arm of the 
Lord freed the Israelites from the tyran
ny of Egyptian captivity, so also the 
Lord has exerted tremendous power by 

Ashamed of Jesus NICK YOUNG 

"Ashamed of Jesus" was the speaker's 
topic at a giant Youth Rally in one great 
western American city. After his lesson 
he was approached by two youths With 
different stories. 

The first was a 15 year old unwed, ex
pectant mother. Through bitter tears 
she related the sad details of her sin 
and expressed her feelings of fear an(t 
guilt. 

The other youth, a young man also in 
his mid-teens, told how he victoriously 
overcame Satan's temptation. One eve
ning he had been with a carload of 
school friends when someone sug
gested they all get drunk and then go 
out shoplifting. When he refused to par
ticipate, his 11friends" laughed at him. 
Though he stood firm, the others were 
d~termined to get their kicks, where
upon the Christian youth got out of the 
car and walked several miles across 
town to his home. 

The preceding events brought to
gether two youths with similar oppor
tunities to stand up for jesus. Yet 
opposite decisions were made and op
posite results were achieved. One told 
a story of tragedy, the other of success. 
One suffered a disastrous defeat; the 
other gained a great victory. While the 
faith of one was deficient, the faith of 
the other was not made ashamed. "Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
The one who sows to please his sinful 
nature, from that nature will reap de
struction; the one who sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life." (Galatians 6:7-8 (NIV).} 

entering human history and giving his 
own life and blood to free us from the 
tyranny of sin. 

When we think of God's action of 
reconciliation, it is significant for us 
to remember that this was done 
through no ordinary person. Thus Paul 
at verse 15 begins to inform us about 
the awesome supremacy and power and 
majesty of Christ over the ent1re created 
universe. 

jesus is the very image and likeness of 
the invisible God; if you want to know 
who God is and what he is like, you 
must focus on jesus. Jesus is called the 
firstborn over all creation. The word 
"firstborn" here does not mean, as the 
Arians (Jehovah's Witnesses} think, that 
Christ was the first one created by God. 
This is a term describing the high status 
of Christ. In the ancient world, "first
born" was a title given to a monarch 
who by virtue of his position was su
perior to all his fellows. This same 
superiority is possessed by jesus who 
by his infinite wisdom and omnipotent 
hand created every finite thing that 
exists: the things in the heavens and 
the things upon the earth, the things 
that we can see and the things that we 
cannot see-including thrones, domin
ions, principalities and powers. Jesus 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

In America today, where most churches of 
Christ are still located, there are various 

, minority groups to which the gospel needs 
: to go. Just how well are local churches re
; sponding to these people, who are some-

times like 11little islands" in our midst? 
Michael Moore, of Whitehall, PA speaks 

to this issue in this article for the week.
Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, 
Texas 76571 

On Ministering to Minorities 
MICHAEL S. MOORE 

Among churches of Christ today the 
conviction is commonly held that the 

·local church is God's "missionary so
ciety," the divinely created organism 
which, according to scripture, exists to 
carry the message of Jesus Christ to the 
nations. Consequently the selection, sup
port, and supervision of workers called 
to this noble task falls squarely upon 
the shoulders of the local church-body. 
Ninety years ago David lipscomb ~oiced 
the sentiment of many when he sa1d: 

The plea we make is, give this work 
to the churches, educate them and 
their elders up to the doing of it, and 
you thus secure the interest of all the 
members of all the churches in mis
sionary work. (Gospel Advocate 31 
(Mar 13, 1889) :166) 

The historical record reveals that Prot
estants actively participated in the 
movement to Americanize the immi
grant. Between the Civil War and the 
first World War a positive, well-inten
tioned effort to Americanize the immi
grant enjoyed wide liberal Protestant 
support. Conservatives, however, tended 
to side with the immigration restric-· 
tionists. Most Disciples of Christ, for ex
ample, staunchly opposed uncontrolled 
immigration and seemed to be more 
occupied with battling liberal doctrinal 
positions than with the task of aiding 
the helpless immigrant. Due to this and 
other factors, most minorities today, 
especially their well-educated leaders, 
are generally suspicious of the activi
ties of predominantly Anglo-American 
churches. This suspicion is directly 

Jf this view is correct, then local church- linked to the two social institutions' 
bodies are potentially able to do what which served to protect immigrant cui
they are charged to do. A number of tures from complete assimilation into 
questions are inevitably raised, howe~er, the dominant Anglo culture: language 
when one seriously attempts to prov1de and religion. 
this "education" for which lipscomb The first World War provided an ideal 
called so long ago. nationalistic climate for the more na-

ln pluralistic North _America respc;m- tivistic Americanizers to push hard for 
sible evangelism requ1res the crossmg compulsive Anglicization, thus further 
of cultural lines. On every hand there widening the gap between Anglo- and 
are opportunities to spea.k to Hispa~ic- minority-Americans. The onset of the 
Americans, Black-Amencans, Asian- Depression and the death of the Big Red 
Americans, and others about the Good Scare then combined with other factors 
News of Jesus. How can local church- to release a century of pent-up hostility. 
bodies be equipped for this challe~g- Observers noted this new wave of ethnic 
ing ministry in the light of passages like consciousness and tried to explain it, 
Eph 4.11-16 and Acts 10.34-35? remarking that the compulsive learning 

The thesis of this paper is this: a of English which was such a character
monocultural outlook hinders a local istic of the days of 100% Americanism 
church's efforts to teach minorities the had in reality never eliminated the 11for
Gospel of Christ. In addition, it is sug- eign" elements of American society; 
gested here that the cultural distance Anglicization had only served to stratify 
between local church-bodies and these these elements. Christians, liberal and 
minority-groups can be measured, so conservative, were caught off guard and 
that local pastors and their flocks can to this day appear to be foundering be
begin the sometimes painful but neces- fore the ethnic challenge God has placed 
sary process of evaluating their relative before them in this pluralistic country. 
level of understanding these groups of 
peoples. Only after this kind of a thor- How do local ch.urch leaders really 
ough evaluation can local churches be f~el ?b?ut· th_e kaleidoscope. of ethno
made aware of their true feelings an~ llngUJstl~ henta~es .surround~ng them? 
attitudes toward minority groups in the1r .. !he maJor contnbut1on of th1.s research 
communities. And only then will breth- 1s the development of an mstrument 
ren really begin to recognize their nee~s which can be used by local churches to 
for proper training to prepare fo.r th1s me?sure. how far they are culturally from 
task, thus eliminating wasteful, 1rrele- !,he•r. ne!~hbors ~hose ways seem most 
vant, and irresponsible 11programs'.' that fore•g.n to. the1r own. In other words, 
simply no longer get the j~b. do~e m ~he one m1ght. hve two bloc~s from a Japa
rapidly changing commumt1es m wh1ch nese-Amencan couple Wit~ whom one 
they have been called by God to serve. wants to speak about Chnst; but how 

far is the cultural distance to these peo
ple? Can this somehow be measured? 

This researcher believes it can-and 
he is not alone. Professional educators, 
particularly in the field of bilingual edu
cation, have long been using carefully 
constructed questionnaires to. m~asu~e 
cultural distances for school d1stncts rn 
ethnically diversified regions of the 
country like Miami, Chicago, los An
geles, Houston, and any number of cit
ies. Now, based on these models, a ques
tionnaire has been designed and tested 
for use by local churches. It is simple 
and easy to use. A copy of this que~
tionnaire is available to anyone who will 
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to the address at the bottom of the page. 

If properly .. used, i.e.,. only as an at
titudinal-measuring dev1ce, not as a 
quick-and-easy gimmick to bring mo~e 
minority persons. into the Churc~, ~h1s 
measuring tool fmds ready apphcat1on 
in at least two broad areas of the work 
of the local church-body: 

(1) Local church leaders could use it 
as a logical first step _in. planning. re
sponsible local evangelistiC thrusts rnto 
their communities by (a) taking it them
selves, (b) administering it to those 
members who seem most interested in 
reaching their "foreign" neighbors with 
the Gospel, and (c) possibly even cc;m
duct a door-to-door survey,. employmg 
this questionnaire in order to get a 
clearer picture of t~e depth of th.e 
pluralistic pool in whrch the church IS 
too often perceived to be a mysterious 
island. 

(2) Local church leaders could also 
use this measuring device to screen po
tential workers; i.e., those who are to 
be hired by the congregation on a full
time basis, whether for employment 1?
cally or abroad. It could b~come a sohd 
first step in laying a meanmgful f?un~a
tion for more serious communrcat1on 
between pastors, evangelists, and 
teachers-whether the worker lives two 
miles from the church building or two 
thousand. 

A final question needs to be rais~d. 
Is the problem raised in this paper sig
nificant enough to merit the attention 
of concerned Christians in the years 
ahead? Will the Church of Christ addr~ss 
itself to the pluralistic challenge facm~ 
it today or will it shrink away from. 1t 
either in fear, or ignorance! or bo!h? H•~
tory witnesses that its soc1al hentage m 
the United States is rather mono~ultural. 
Scripture testifies, however, that .•ts d?c
trine and design are not, and th1s wnter 
believes that today's church .still has the 
potential to adapt to twent1eth:century 
American society and re-expenence a 
cycle of unprecedented growth. 

Yet, this potential will never becom~ a 
reality until, like the b~tterfly struggling 
to be free of its chrysalis, the New Tes~a
ment church can break free . from. Its 
monocultural cocoon, spread Jts wrngs 
of healing, and take flight with the mes
sage of Good News for."those wh_o dwell 
on earth to every nat1on and tnbe and 
tongue a'nd people" {Rev. 14.6). 

1401 Overlook Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052 
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND 

THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April15-18# 1982. 

THEME: "TRUTH AND ERROR IN CONFLICT" 
THURSDAY, APRIL 15TH 

1:00 p.m ............ The Limits of Fellowship .............................. Bobby Cullum 
2.00 p.m ............ "Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge" .................... Johnny Ramsey 
7:30 p.m ............ Critical Assumptions of the Bales Position ................. Jerry Moffitt 
8:15 p.m. . .......... Neo-Pentecostalism .................................... Pat McGee 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH 

8:30 a.m ............ The Issue of the Versions .............................. Richard Black 
9:30 a.m ............ The 1,000-Year Reign ............................... Wayne Jackson 

10:30 a.m. . .......... Abiding Restoration Principles .............. : ............. Pat McGee 
1:00 p.m ............ Saving the World While Losing the Church .................. W. R. Craig 
2:00 p.m. . .......... Church Discipline ....................................... Gary Ealy 
7:30 p.m ............ The Authority of the Bible ........................... Johnny Ramsey 
8:15 p.m ............ The Existence of God ............................... Wayne Jackson 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH 

8:30 a.m ............ Liberalism-Threat to World Evangelism .................. Ira Rice, Jr. 
9:30 a.m ............ Basic Arguments for the Deity of Christ .................... Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m. . .......... The Authority of Elders ................................ Frank Dunn . 
1:00 p.m ........ : . .. "Imputed Righteousness" ............................ Gary Workman 
2:00 p.m ............ The Eldership-Critical Problem Today ................... William Cline 
7:30 p.m ............ The Crossroads Philosophy .............................. Ira Rice, Jr. 
8:15 p.m ............ The Inspiration of the Bible ........................... Guy N. Woods 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH 

9:30 ·a.m ............ Proper Concern for Truth ............................... Roy Deaver 
10:30 a.m ............ The Holy Spirit in Conversion .......................... Guy N. Woods 

-Congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m. . .......... Questions and Answers ........................... · ... Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m. . .......... Problems Relating to the Home Today .................... William Cline 
7:00 p.m. . .......... Evolution-Threat to the Faith ........................... Roy Deaver 

DAILY: Thrust Debate Forum ..................................... 3:00p.m. · 
Congregational Singing ................................... 7:00 p.m. 

Accommodations in homes of members 
Vans, self-contained campers welcomed 
Exhibit space available-on prior approval 

CONTACT: Bill Jackson 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

PLAN TO BE WITH US! 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STU·DIES 
1-year intensive Bible study 
2nd-year graduate level, optional 
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Call or Jerry Moffitt, Director 
write: Bobby Cullum, Dean 
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CHRIST 
(Continued from page 8) 

Christ is both the source of their exis
tence and the purpose for their exis
tence; he is the supreme ruler of the 
universe and of the Church; everything 
holds together because of Christ; in him 
resides the absolute completeness of 
dei ty; through him and for him God has 
reconciled the world ; he is King of kings 
and Lord of lords; by his blood God has 
granted us the wonderfu l gift of the 
forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. 
Therefore we share the inheritance of 
the saints and are members of the king
dom of God. 

In conclusion those involved in the 
teaching and preaching ministry of the 
Church should always exal t the person 
and work of Christ. We should never 
assume that everybody already knows 
and appreciates these things about 
Christ, regardless of how fundamental 
they are these principles are to Chris
tiani ty. Jesus must always be central in 
our preaching, teaching, and thinking no 
matter how long we have been Chris
tians. Jesus shou ld be the constant object 
of our love and adoration; he should 
be the constant theme of and inspiration 
for our daily living. If yo u want to grow 
spiritually and numerically, preach 
Christ and him crucified! He is impres
sive and breathtaking and the A lmighty 
Son of God. In your speech and living, 
proclaim that God through the supreme 
Christ has redeemed your life!! 
126 Andover Rd., Fairl ess Hills, PA 19030 

A Higher 
Degree 

of 
Service? 

Consider One of Ours: 
Master of Arts 

Master of Arts in Religion 

Master of Theology 

Doctor of Ministry 

Biblical • Academic • Practical 

Accredited by Southe'rn Association of 
Colleges and Schools 

HARDING 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

,..o'<l"'nsco~to01 
o' o..,. 

i v ; 1000 Cherry Road 
~ • ll ~ Memphis, Tennessee 38117 
~. - ~ 901-761-1353 

"<-,oe,~~IS.tttf'l'-\ .... , ... 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Preacher Forum 

Fellowship In Christ 
April 20, 1982 

Jack Evans 

Earl West 

9 :00- 9:40 The Basis Of Fellowship 
Bill Humble 

9:40-10:00 What Has Divided Us? 
Mac Lynn 

10:20-11 :00 Instrumental Music 
Bill Humble 

11:00-11:50 Open Forum 
Bill Flatt , Chairman 
Panel Members: Bill Humble and Mac Lynn 

12:00- 1:30 Lunch Break (Alumni Luncheon) 

1:40- 1:50 A Report On HGSR 
Harold Hazelip 

1:50- 2:00 What HGSR Means To Me 
David George 

2:00- 2:30 Premillenialism 
Neale Pryor 

2:30- 3:00 Orphan Homes And Herald Of Truth 
Jack Evans 

3:10- 3:40 Exegesis And Unity 
Carroll D. Osburn 

3:40- 4 :10 Unity Through Restoration 
Earl West 

4:10- 5:00 Open Forum 
Harold Hazelip, Chairman 

Panel Members: Neale Pryor, Jack Evans, 
Carroll D. Osburn, Earl West 

For information contact: Bill Flatt 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 
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ACU'S FOREIGN STUDENT 
ENROLLMENT DOUBLES 

Enrollment of foreign students at 
Abi lene Christian Un iversity has almost 
doubled over a two-year period. 

Of the 112 f oreign students enroll ed 
during the fa ll 1 981 semester, exactly 
hal f was undergraduates. The other half 
was studying at the graduate leve l. One 
third of th e group is from Thai land, the 
rema1nmg students representing 29 
countries including nations of Africa, 
Europe, South America, Asia and the 
Middle East. 

Clint Howeth, Director of Adm issions, 
said that abou_t 60 percent of the for
eign students return to thei r country 
after graduation. The others obtain per
manent residence in America, either by 
petitioning for citizenship, or by marry
ing an American citizen, · which auto
matically results in permanent resident 
status. 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is ac· 
cepting applications for houseparents and rel ief· 
houseparen<s. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insu rance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer 8 , Gallup, NM 67301 or call 1·505-863· 
5530. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761 -1350 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Contimtous enrol/me11t witb 

two plans to cboose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

H ealtb Rates guara11teed until 
May of 1982 witb no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 
Plans 011ly offered to workers among 
Cburcbes of Cbrist Foreig11 lJV orkers 
and studmts in traini11g for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident America11s 

Coverage good anywbere 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qua!ified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Did you know Minis~ers must receive W-2 
forms? Do you k n ow how much of ~heir 
tot a 1 compensation is taxable income?? 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

WE DO 
5Jfe Jjtecialeje t"n 811-earhetto 

1508 Me tr o Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. should be pursued 
relentlessly: that religious commitment. 

which is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An I ntroduction to Seaver College 
which describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
University. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
in Business Administration. 

Communications. Humanities/Fine Arts. 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. President 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 2, 1982 



NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equaiJy helpful and . . . 
1nsprnng. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2 @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name: ________________________________________________________ __ 

Address; _____________________________________________________ _ 

City·-------------------------------State. ______ ~ip'-----
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Jimmy Allen, Harding University, 
Searcy, Arkansas: In places where I 
preached during 1981 there were 474 
responses to the invitation with 89 being 
baptized. I still have time for two or 
three additional weekend meetings dur
ing September of this year. 

·:· --··· 
Learn "foHw~n ~~!'s~?~ !n~~!~n~;rnship. ~· 
Qualify to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman i 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· ,= 

_ 0120. NO TUITION. • 
·=·~~~~~~.-.c,.-.~···· 

\~W:ANTEDD 
I PERSONNEL TO WORK IN THE RAPIDLY I 
" OROWINO OiRISTIAN SOiOOL Mlf'IISTRV 

I I 
TEACHERS -ELEMENTARY S JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS S AIDS 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

LUNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QClALIFJCA TIONS 

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN UFE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

MUST LOVE WORKINO WITH CHILDREN 
ACTIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEMBERSHIP 

Sonn"se Chn"stian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue I Covina, CA 91723 

(213)331-<)559 (213) 33Hl550 

,j 

~~----~-;;:;;::~:~;u:;s:;:;;~;;::~;.;;-----1 
i Economical. Energy Efficien.t ~ 
~ Church Facilities i 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 

l~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-J 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins September 1982. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
Al, HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723- 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 
Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia ( 42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 2, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Wanted: Preacher for Central Texas Congre~ation 
Send application by resume, mail to Church of Christ, 
Box 544; Rosebud, TX 76570. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meetin.r places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

ATTENTION: If you or members of your family will 
be stationed at the Navy Air Station, Kingsville, Texas, 
please notify us. 

Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 886 
Kingsville, Texas 78363 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt:lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
.. Leonurd M. Gray-Director 
:· 1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
. - FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
·southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
rnier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 

. ·p.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
·- DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
~55 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
see Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf.· Terry Cartwright, minister 
,4.RLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin.: St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capitnl & histo1·ic N. Va. Lord's Day 

·Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
AM. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
di~ections ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
·Spiritual Feast.. 
oBA.THA.M, N. J., F:'airmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
301-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.."VCHORA.GE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o.;.;r~3,;;,44;:,·~5.:.,71~9~·~=-=~~===-

BAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, Cnllforula 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF Y..AUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Ohurch of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information cnll 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 

37922. --~--,-==="'"=--==-=-=~==~---
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S, 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 
----__,,.,;P;;,a;:,u:=l~H;.;:;;arper, 473-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. EvanJrelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989~2539, or 866-4383. Visitars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 E. Mor~au Ave., 
U.S. 460 East OppoRite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, Mlu. 4'16-4056. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1696. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, rontact Steve BerJtman, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/44R-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER WANTED-US Military congregation in 
Kaiserslautern, Cermany seeking minister for full time 
evangelistic work beginning Summer of 1962. Four year 
commitment reQuired. Well established congregation, 
self-supporting, located in largest US community out· 
side USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
~APO N.Y. 09012. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
\yooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
hmes and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/848-3005. 

PicayUne, Miss. congregation. located near the Mis
sissippi Gulf Coast, seeking long-term, full time 
minister. Offering individualized snlnry and benefit 
packnge. Membership over 100 in growing com
munity of over 12,000 people. If interested send 
comprehensive resume or call area code 601-798-8181 
or 601-798-0812. Address resume to Calvin P. 
O'Neill, 108 Senlcrest Dr .. Picayune, Miss. 39466 . 
Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
say move. 36 years in pulpit, Ph.D. in Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi . 
Call 616-773-6395. 
Revelation Complete in 12 cassettes C·90's in royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on premil
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen L. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (916) 341-2926 
WANTED: Full-time evangelistic preacher for pulpit 
position, 2 elders. Sunday morning attendance 300, 6 
bus routes with associate minister in charge, building 
4 years old, auditorium size 450, 11 classrooms, youth 
worship, active congregation interested in leading the 
lost to Christ, 30 baptisms in 1961. If interested, con
tact: Elders, Central Church of Christ 2200 McDowell 
Road, Vincennes, Indiana 47591. 
EVANGELIST AVAilABLE: 12 Yrs. Experience-Evange· 
lism, Preaching, Radio, T.V., Newspaper, much more. 
Married 14 Yrs., 2 children, Age 33. Resume and 
References Available. Contact: Steve Henley, 1912 
Everest, Idaho Falls, ld. 83402 A/C 208-524-6164. 
Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor· 
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209·992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 
YUIUA. ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
FULL-TIME PREACHER WANTED. Please call AC 512 489-
2382, Church of Christ, Briggs, Texas. 

The Hillcrest Church of Christ, 1712 E. O'Neal St. 
(P.O. Box 684) Gainesville, Texas 76240, is seeking an 
associate minister-preferably between the ages of 25 
to 40 years; four-year college degree-appropriate 
ability to speak for the purpose of teaching informa
tive, interesting classes and filling pulpit when neces· 
sary; plus ability to oversee educational program. 

If interested send resume to above P.O. Box. 
Evangelist needed for Southern Wisconsin congrega· 
lion of about 125. Fully supported with nice home. 
Interested in a mature man with preaching experience 
and daily radio program. Send comprehensive resume 
to the Church. of Christ P.O. Box Janesville, WI 53545, 
or call 608-876-6570. 
;,PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
of Lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
serve the church there (need by April 4). Home fur
nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 260, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
1-806/866-4474." 
Preacher wanted small, young congregation in sunny 
Calif. Home & utilities furnished. Call 209-535-4339, 
write Ed Sisemore, Route 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, 
Calif. 93270. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABlE April 1982. Age 53 and mar· 
ried. Full time or willing to preach part time if suit
able part time work can be found. Contact Jim Sargent, 
Robo Village #38, Route 3, Osceola, WI. 54020 or 
phone AC 715/294-3145. 
Wanted: Experienced minister for small congregation. 
Sunday morning attendance 35-45 with outside support. 
Leadership abilities very important: we have no eld~rs. 
Beginning construction of a church building this 
spring. Near U. of Conn. Salary low $20s. Send re· 
sume and cassette tape of sermon(s) to Storrs Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 285, Storrs, Conn. 06268. 

Phone 512/592-2665 or 512/592-0486 
WE REniND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 36. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-5105. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 36, married, 2 boys, ages 
12 & 6, a graduate of the Sunset School of Preaching, 
lubbock, TX 1978. Desiring to work with Elders. Con
tact: DICK ROOT, 119 Grand Manor Dr., Grand ledge, 
Ml 48637 (517) 627-5620. 
Wanted full time minister for a small congregation in 
Trinidad, Tex. Can support 250.00 per week salary plus 
nice six room brick house. Contact John Spencer (214) 
778-2431 or Oscar Brantley (214) 778-2626. 
World's Fair accommodations: rooms, apt., home, 
camper space. Groups welcome. (615) 693-2172. Joyce 
Cawood, 7543 Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles or St. louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
WE ARE lOOKING FOR A SPECIAl MAN for our 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the Lord. This is a unique "on the 
job" training program for potential full-time workers. 
Work with youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders, 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(606) 657-3561. 
"Congregation with about 60 in attendance in south
west Oklahoma needs full-time minister. Applicant 
must be self-starter and aggressive as there are no 
elders. lots of potential in this agriculturally oriented 
town of 2,000, plus a large trade territory. An esti
mated 150 from this area are members. We offer com
petitive salary for this area and will provide nice, 
comfortable older home and other benefits. Please 
reply to Carnegie church of Christ, P. 0. Box 540, 
Carnegie, Ok. 73015." 
RECEIVE VISA, MASTERCARD, and others. No credit 
check. free details. Public Credit Service 602-949-0276 
Ext. 275. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

Hugo McCord, Oklahoma Christian 
College, Oklahoma City, Ok.: For a 
week I have had the pleasant privilege 
of being associated with the Southern 
California School of Evangelism in 
Buena Park. The thirteen year old school, 
averaging about ten students, is under 
the oversight of the eld~rs of the Buena 
Park Congregation, and 'is located ad
jacent to the church building at 7201 
Walnut Avenue. 

Hugh Shira is the school's director. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition · 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617-262-3911 



Plan Now to Attend the 

18th Annual WORLD .MISSION FORUM 
Webb Chapel Church of Christ-Dallas, Texas 

MARCH 19- 21, 1982 

Theme: A TIME FO ARVEST 

Friday 7 p.m. 
Saturday 9-5 p.m., 7-9:30 p.m. 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Missionaries/Mission Displays Welcome 
Housing/Meals Provided 
Please Write and Make Reservations 

Hear these speakers: 
Loyd Williams, John Fisk, Rick 
Pittman, Joe Barnett, Don Gard
ner, Lowell Worthington, Ken 
Stegall, Hilton Merritt, Joe Lee, 
Tony Coffey, Jimmie Eaton, Bob 
Buchanan, Emily Huffard, Elvis 
Huffard and special reports. 

'----- - - - w ebb Chapel Ch urch of Chrisl • 1342S Wr hb Chaprl Rd .. D allas. T exas 75234 USA • (214) 24 1-0800: 241-3293 
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THE CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH BOARD OF DIREC
TORS pictured above at the annual Board meeting in Decem
ber 1981. The Center for Church Growth (P.O. Box 73362 
Houston, TX 77273) is dedicated to helping Churches of 
Christ grow. 

Pictured left to right are: Charles Floyd, G. W. Wilhite, Sr., 
D~n Slaughter, Aubrey Shoe make, Howard Kelley, Don 
W1ese, joe D. Schubert, Dick Matthews, W. Gene Williams, 
Charles Childers, Tim Matheny. 
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Feelings and Experiences 

We need to take a new look at the role of reilgious 
experience. That there are experiences of a religious 
nature is indisputable. That these experiences are evi
dence of God at work in us, rather than the fruit of his 
work in us is highly suspect. 

Faith finds expression and the expression provides the 
experience. Not visa-versa. Even repentance is a re
sponse ot what God has said in his word: it is not a 
feeling. 

People are prone to identify the gospel with certain 
feelings or emotions. There is not one of them that has 
not been experienced by followers of heathen re
ligions. We identify guilt with a feeling of guilt, but we 
ought to identify it with a consciousness of a breach of 
God's law. The thing that makes us guilty is not a feel
ing; it is a knowledge that we have done wrong. Like
wise people think themselves forgiven when they feel 
forgiven. Rather, they should believe they are forgiven 
when they have met the terms of pardon. God promised 
pardon in his word. He sets the terms of pardon there. 
When we have met the terms we have the forgiveness, 
or else God is a liar. Feelings have nothing to do with 
it either way. . 

When we have heard the terms of forgiveness, and 
know in our hearts· that we have met them, then and 
only then, can we feel forgiven, for "faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God." 

Any substitution of feelings for what the Bible says is 
actually a setting aside of a revelation that is Divine in 
favor of unsure feelings which are human. It changes 
our whole base of operations, and God is no longer 
Supreme: we are. We are concerned with how we feel 
instead of how he feels. We give ourselves the glory 
while verbally we attribute it to God. Instead of possess
ing pardon we have only a feeling of well-being. Some 
people get that from drinking whiskey. We quit being 
concerned with the kind of life God demands that we 
live, and become enraptured with our feelings-we have 
these experiences, you know. 

Emotions are a part of Christianity alright, but they 
are the result of assurance rather than the basis of it. 
The basis of assurance is the Word of God and nothing 
else. 

It is a real tragedy that protestantism has set aside 
objective revelation in favor of psychological substitutes. 
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God must be satisfied with our service whether we aret:fi 
or not. The fact that we "feel like it" does not mean that:;~· 
God accepts us. When we measure our relationship to ' 
God by how we feel rather than by what he says were-·:· 
move the crown from the brow of God and wear it our-/: 
selves. We may bask in the glory of the coronation bu{}· 
we may miss heaven in our folly. The church ceases to { 
be the church of the living God and becomes the church.:::·, 
of our good feelings. -~·::: 

Nothing can show us our sin but the gospel, and-K1 
nothing can assure us of pardon but the gospel. It alone.:~. 
is the Spirit's sword for convicting and converting. ··· -:;:y.: 

Actually, human feelings and human experiences are~\ 
but a form of materialism. Faith based on how one feels·;\,~ 
is not faith in God at all. Contrarywise, faith may pro-D/. 
duce experience rather than experience producing faith.~}.:· 

As the religious world turned from divine revelationiyc: 
to self-induced experience it became as divided andY.? 
fractured as its experiences were different. Deprived of{~ 
a single source of religious authority, different groups:.; 
accepted different standards. And the result is a religious,::,f. 
world so divided and so powerless it cannot command:~:~ .. : 
the respect of the people of the world. ::-. 

Multitudes have turned away from religion, thinking. 
that the Bible is flawed, when in reality it is the ex-; 
perience and feelings of religionists that are flawed. , 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

The dates for the 1982 FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC have been set for june 7-18. We have 
trained- over 1,500 men and boys not only for leading 
songs but for leadership in the church in this t~o week .. 
intensive training school. Under Holland Bormg, the ~
best music directors in the brotherhood-five of them-·,~· 
give instruction second to none. Churc~es, send us your (5 
young. men for this period and w~ will return to you :t; 
church leaders who can be effect1ve for 50 years or:.;~ 
more. Our best ad:vertisers are our former students.·~ 
Write Foundation School of Music, Box 610, Austin, Tx. ;.ft~ 
7B767 for full information. }J 
----------------------------------------------------------------------~;i 

FIRl\1 FOUNDATION w~: 
Reuel Le~nn•ons, Editor ·-(usps 191 120) Number 10 J~ Volume 99 - , ,~~ 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday in DeAcemtii?er ¥ the ~rm n~ouCI::; : y)· 
tion Publishing House, 8110 Guadalupe Street. us n, exas. eco ;.j£ 
Postage paid at Austin, Texas. i't 

MAILING ADDRESS J~:· 
Post Office Box 610. Austin, Texas 78767 .:;~ 

--------------------~~T~E~RMS==~O=F~SUB==S~C~m~P=T~IO~N~------------------------:~ 
· Cl b rate $9 00 per ;year In clubs of five .?i 

Single su~pt1onii:!~io~af:' {s~~· pe: family per ::vear. Foreign aubscripti~n. ~':'1 
$~1-:n¥-tc; date~~~our addres~ label shows the time to which Your subscriptioD ·~: 
~~ ; 

BUNDLE RATES ;~. 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: a~n cents per coPY• ~2 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 9, 1982 ·.\ 

.1 



' II 
~r~: The Marks of Existentialism 
~ ~>·~··_;~ 

:~~~ J.D. THOMAS 

::::\1ti;;.-
·~~~hen existentialism was born it was a reaction against 
·.~:tifieralism and naturalistic philosophy. This was especially true 
'iV)~n, about 1920, existentialism entered the theological 
\:SQE!ne, primarily under the influence of Karl Barth. Liberals 
;f(ad championed a complete naturalism, probably for the pur
\pqse of opposing the supernatural, but liberalism had at that 

··_time been found to be wanting-it was not furnishing an ~de
:q~ate and satisfying faith for man's needs. 
. :·existential philosophy, as it comes into theology, has sev-
~fal points of distinction which we will list below, as a mat

. :i~Vof trying to get a comprehensive picture. Several of these 
' :P,9ints will overlap to some degree, but their repetition will 
1 help to get a good overall view. 

1.: Existence precedes essence. This is a happy slogan for 
existentialists. It simply means that the fact of existing is more 

· important than what you are. Obviously this is true, but so 
what? The word "existence" apparently has some special 

• charm for these people, but it is no depth insight to say, 
''that you are is more important than what you are." 

; ·2~· Existentialism protests against reason as being a viable 
w.ay of knowing. In fact, it "hates" reason as a proper avenue 
of ~epistemology, in favor of some sort of "existential aware

; ness." One knows the best and most dependable knowledge 
through an "existential experience." (This is an almost "better 

' felt than told" experience, and reminds us of the old direct 
, operation of the Holy Spirit doctrine. 

3. · Existentialism holds to a "divine confrontation" experi-
; ence, through which our new dependable knowledge is 

mediated to us. God takes the initiative {akin to Calvinis~), 
and miraculously or existentially confers upon us the infor
mation at that instant. Atheistic existentialists who do not 
accept God believe that one confronts "self" or "nothing
ness" in the experience, but the idea of a confrontation is 

~ central to existential thought. 
4/Knowledge and thought are really unorganized and are 
"unsystematic." This is really another stab at reason. There is 
no such thing as logical, systematized, or organized reality or 
thought. Things just happen along and we make the most 
of them at the time. 

I 

5. Existentialism favors concern for the individual person
~ versus the masses or generalities. "What makes me me, 
and what my interests are" are what is important. Individual 
and personal interests take precedence over what is happen
ing to the world or to others. 
6. The individual person is the "quarterback" in the game 
of life-he is not a mere spectator. His decisions determine 
the outcome so they are of all importance. He is right in the 
middle of reality and he has to do the deciding-bite the 
bullet himself. The buck stops with him. 
7. Existentialism protests against mass movements, tech
nology and science. Modern industrializat~on, where t~e in
dividual human is no more than a cog m the machmery, 

contributing his one small bit, however boring to him, is to 
be decried. It dehumanizes the man and takes away his in
dividuality, his personality and their meaning. Man becomes 
only a thing, and existentialism protests. 
8. The human free-will and its corollary, responsibility, are 
all important. Man has a choice, an~ must make the most of 
his choices in life. These are the determinants of success or 
faflure. Choice was a favorite term for Kierkegaard, the father 
of existentialism . 
9. Dialetic, the tension between opposites, for which a de
cision or choice must be made, is that which makes up life's 
meaning and its values. Illustrating of opposites might be: 
mind-body; realism-idealism; religion-science; subjective
objective; facts-faith; potentialty-actuality, etc. 
10. There is no such thing as propositional revelation. By 
this we mean God has not revealed himself in word state
ments that are logically comprehended and knowable for 
certain. His revelation comes in immediate knowledge, some
what like intuition but different from it. "Existential aware
ness" is probably the best designation for such knowing, 
since it is different from any other epistemological approach 
we know. 
11. There is no public truth. All truth and all knowledge 
are private. This means that there can be no such thing a~ a 
public morality or public standard of morality {or anythmg 
else, for that matter). One obvious weakness with this view 
is that they claim it to be a public truth that there is no 
public truth! 
12. Existentialism calls for total commitment. This is why 
it is so strong, no doubt. It, like marxism and Christianity, re
quires an "all or nothing" commitment. It is difficult to see 
why this should be, except that the doctrine probably would 
not "get off the ground" were this not a requisite. 
13. Existentialism flourishes in crises and during heavy 
moods, such as despair, anxiety and hopelessness. Kier~e
gaard was a man of such moods and his life was filled w1th 
crises. France and japan were fertile fields for this philosophy 
after their defeat in World War Two. It is sometimes called a 
11Crisis philosophy." . 
14. The knowledge existentialism feels it gets durmg the co~
frontation experience is considered by them to be 11certam 
knowledge" or absolute truth. It can be contrary to reaso~, 
but they count it to be sure, since reason has no place m 
determining truth. . 
15. Existentialism ignores histo~, in what it cons1ders to be 
important or to be truth. What has happened in the past has 
no value for what may happen now. And, what happens today 
has no significance for ~hat may happen tomorrow. _There 
can be no such thing as systematizing or programmmg of 
historical events. Truth cannot be systematized. · 

Abilene Christian University 
3 [147] 



When the Earthquake Comes 
"About midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God .... 
Suddenly there was such a violent earth
quake that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken" (Acts 16:25, 26). 

The story is well-known and it brings 
us face to face with the dynamics of 
evangelism. The name of the city may 
not be the same; the occupation of the 
questioner may be different; the earth
quake may be mental or spiritual in
stead of physical but when the earth
quake comes it brings the opportunity 
for evangelism with it. 

Paul was available. When he saw the 
doors open the jailer was ready to kill 
himself. After all he was responsible for 
keeping the prisoners in custody. What 
prisoner would stay if the doors were 
open-open doors, empty prison I And, 
for the jailer, a lifetime of service van
ished in a moment over which he had 
no control .... 

But out of the darkness came a voice: 
11We are all here!" The relief flooded 
the keeper's heart. Eager to listen he fell 
trembling at Paul's feet; heard the mes
sage and received salvation. 

The joy which came to the jailer's 
house that night came at a cost to Paul
it cost him to be there and to stay 
there. There is no such thing as free 
evangelism. We must not take it for 
granted that 'of course' Paul would be 
there to preach. Why shouldn't Paul 
have .taken. the open door out of prison 
and ·left the jailer to his fate? Paul had 
been abused, beaten and the jailer him
self had locked the stocks on his feet. 
Why not take the first opportunity to 
get as far as possible from the prison? 
Most people would have but Paul paid 
the price of being available and joy 
came to Philippi. 

Is this not at the center of evangelism 
and sharing the gospel? Does it not 
come down to a willingness to pay the 
price of being available? How tragic if 
in our hurry to keep up with the great 
western ideal of financial, educational, 
business or recreational success we 
hurry off through the open doors-leav
ing the earthquake victim trembling and 
unanswered. 

Paul gave an answer rather than an 
echo. "Then they spoke the word of the 
lord to him and to all the others in his 
house." To be available is the first step 
but it is not the full answer. What if 
Paul had merely echoed the terror of the 
jailer? What if his reply was sympathetic 
but hopeless? Anyone could have been 
an echo-only a person who knew the 
lord could have spoken the saving 
word. 

The jailer knew all too well the Ro
man laws. Knew the regulations about 
prisons and prison keepers. He knew 
the penalty, too. Paul could have echoed 
the laws and emphasized the failure of 
the jailer-the law, after all, demanded 
performance, not excuses! 

But Paul was an evangelist-a person 
who carried GOOD NEWS. And good 
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news comes from the lord, not from the 
echoes of human wonderment. What 
greater mission can we have than that 
of learning the word of the Lord for 
ourselves and, then, of giving that word 
·as answer to those who have ju.st been 
through their personal earthguakes? 

The circle of joy expanded. This part 
of the story opens with the account of 
a prison cell duet: "Paul and Silas were 
singing." Their hearts were filled with 
joy. That is amazing but it was limited. 
By the end of the story because Paul 
was available with the lord's answer, 
we read: "the whole family was filled 
with joy." 

The jailer moved from his terror (Acts 
16:27-29) to the joy of being a Chris
tian. Whereas he had been bound by 
custom and social expectation we find 
him washing the wounds of his prison
ers. The story reaches a climax as the 
Roman official welcomed Paul and 
Silas to his table-his table? In his 
house, yes, but now transformed into 
a table for the lord's use. 

Paul called for radical change. Step 
back before the joy for a moment and 
read Paul's first reply to the jailer's 
question: "Believe in the Lord jesus ... " 
That verse has been worn so smooth in 
our minds that we hurry past it as if it 
were a minor step in a process which 
finds its climax somewhere else. If we 
are to be true to the evangelistic mission 
on which jesus Christ has sent us we 
must see this verse as more than a bat
tleground between ourselves and other 
church groups. 

We can begin by looking more closely 
at the word 'Lord.' Master, Ruler, Sover
eign, we might even add Emperor to the 
list of terms that fit into the background 
definition. It is as if Paul had said, 11You 
have a Lord. His name is Caesar. He 
rules your life. You are bound by his 
Jaws and rules. He provides your se
curity. But now I call on you to turn 
from that ford and turn to the lord 
jesus. You must submit to a new Mas
ter in every phase of your life. Caesar 
can no longer come first." 

That is a stunning demand! Up to that 
time the jailer's life had been inter
twined completely in his loyalty to 
Rome. It was no minor adjustment for 
which Paul called it was a total turn
around. 

How easy for us to overlook the radi
cal demands of the lordship of jesus 
Christ. How different if Paul had merely 
said, 110h, don't worry. We are all here 
-go on about your affairs, nothing has 
changed, it'll be back to normal in a 
few moments." Without the call for a 
new Lord there is no evangelism. 

In the midst of our present culture 
is our 'evangelism' truly characterized 
by the call to the lordship of jesus 
Christ? Do we challenge all temporal 
lords-nationalism, westernism, com
mercialism, racism-in our call for con-

version? The people to whom we talk 
(not to mention us, ourselves!) have 
given their lives to many lords. The 
find their security in many masters. Fo~ 
some the lord is self and personal drive 
or ability; for others it is money and sue~ 
cess; and still others submit themselves 
almost totally to the power of some 
form of national government. 

It is no small task to call modern man 
from his lords into the service of the 
Lord jesus. It will not make us popular 
to issue the scriptural call for a complete· 
break with all lords and to insist on 
submission to the one and only lord,. 
Jesus Christ. But if we are to be true to 
our calling we must frankly declare.· 
11Your salvation depends on whether or 
not you are willing to take your orders.· 
from a different lord-his name is 
jesus Christ." 

Paul not only used the word 'lord' 
he commanded "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus." We must take the word 'be-' 
lieve' out of the coffee table chit chat. 
where it seems so tame and get back: 
to the New Testament where it is one. 
of the most radical, most revolutionary 
ideas in the world. 

Perhaps the recent incident of the 
man who set a world record by climbing 
up a ski cable will illustrate the scrip
tural meaning of faith. Seated com~ 
fortably in front of the TV set I mar-... 
veiled at the skill and daring of a· 
person who would balance himself on· 
that cable and climb more than seven 
thousand feet, high in the Alps. . : 

I believe that he did what I saw .. I. 
believe that he set a world record. But: 
that belief demands nothing of me ex
cept mental agreement. I agree but I 
risk nothing. But if I get into a seat 
which is strapped to that climber's back 
and sit in it while he makes the same 
climb-if I do that, ·belief has taken on. 
a completely different aspect. In that· 
case, belief would mean that I put my
life completely into his care-my future .. 
depends totally on his skill. : 

It's almost like dying because I would. 
be cut off from every other life protec-.' 
tion. Almost like dying-that is why,, 
baptism fits so beautfully into t~e 
jailer's story (as, indeed, it does m.: 
every conversion worthy of the name).,· 
He died tb the old lords, the. old sup-~ 
ports, the old securities-died and was~.:;'. 
buried with the Lord jesus in whom he:: 
believed-buried with him and raised,.:. 
with him, too! -,~. 

Paul did not hesitate to call people : 
away from their old loyalties becausef·:~: 
he was calling them into the service. o }.'; 

· the Lord who is larger than anythmg;:: 
the world could provide. In that assur-,,;:. 
ance Paul evangelized. The same Lord'-( 
still larger than anything even the twen~ .. ;: 
tieth century world and provide, calls•.: 
us into his service. In that assurance leH. 
us evangelize! :: 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca.-t'.. 
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i!pverturning Overton RICHARD E. TRULL 

"t~> A recen.t major headline reads: "CRE
... ::.lATION-Sclence LAW STRUCK DOWN," 
U~f:Judge S~y~ Arkansas Statute Tries To 
:·'·;~orce Rehg10~s !eaching." This banner
.. ~me was brmgmg home the federal 
::Jttourt ruling of Judge William Overton 
':!)~ho ~ad j~st ruled (January 5, 1982) that 
.~:Preat1on-~c1ence could not be taught in 
. • ·:~he publ1c schools of Arkansas. ; <'; . -r:he r~pre~entatives for the American 

· :;:;Civil L1bert1es Union (ACLU) said 
.·:t~fOvert~n's ru.ling has dealt a 'fatal blow~ 
·Jp creat1on-sc1ence." 
~"'judge Overton's decision further 
!fated, "if the new law were imple
·rn~nted many teachers would be re-

. YqUJr~d to !each material in support of 
.. creat1on-sc1ence which they do not 
-~onsider 'academically sound.' " 
· Where Is Academic Freedom'l 
. This is. the great cry of the pedantic 
communtty. If there is truly an atmo-
"·spher~ of acade~ic fre-:dom, why is the 
•::teach.'~g of cre~t1on-sc1ence rejected as 
. a leg1t1mate subJ~ct for learning? To ex-

' . elude the tea~h mg of creation-science 
fro.m. the public schools requires a re
stnctlon of ALL . academic freedom. 

Judge Over:ton sa1d the Arkansas Jaw 
.~ou!d re~wre teachers to teach material 
. .wh1ch the~, do not consider academi
,cally so~nd .. Does he think that teach
ers aren t domg this now? Does he not 

' .know !hat teachers are required to teach 
;evolution, and many believe this to be 
no.t "academically sound"? Under the 
. sh1eld of. academic freedom, humanism, 
_commumsm, and atheism are taught· 
;and all of these are religions of th~ 
world today. Genuine academic freedom 
sh!>uld ~llow the teaching of creation
SCience m public schools. 

Balanced Treatment Is Rejected 
The law in Arkansas would have al

lowed the public schools to give "equal 
tr~atment" to evolution and creation
sclen~e. judge Overton's ruling rejects 
equality of treatment in the academic 
community. In effect, he has said that 
the theo!Y of evolution will be the only 
explanation of the origin of the universe 
and .man allowed to be taught in the 
pubhc schools. 

Is This Truly a "Fatal Blow"l 
Is ~his decision a "fatal blow" to the 

teachmg of creation-science as the 
ACLU attorney expressed in his state
m~nt after the ruling? We should expect 
th1s type of ruling from courts controlled 
~<;>re and more by people with human
ISt!~ .backgrounds. These state school 
leg1ahsts are nurtured on Saganism and 
materialism! Christians cannot expect 
people who reject God's Word to rule 

' m favor of it. But this "fatal blow" may 
turn out to be the stimulus which will 
arouse those who are "at ease in Zion" 
to action-not to go back into court to 
m
1
atch wits with unbelievers, but to sim

p Y use their RELIGIOUS FREEDOM to 
teach creation-science where it can best 

~ e exercised: In the Home; in the 
Church; in the Christian Schools! 

In the Home 
Christians can teach the Biblical ac

count of creation in their homes. The 
Hof!le should be the most influential 
env1ron!llent of a person's life; the 
schoo! IS second. All too often, the re
vers.e IS true! The Home is God's created 
eny~ronm~nt for the molding of the 
spmt,. '!lmd and body of children. 

Chnst1an parents, make your home 
a haven for truth. Use the "freedom" of 
yo~r home environment to educate your 
ch1ldren about their God, who created 
them. When your children leave home 
for a short time or a life time, be sur~ 
th.er are prepared for the struggles they 
w1l face. You are free, Christian parent, 
to educate your own children. Think 
about that! The public school need not 
be the primary center of learning in 
yo~r children's lives. Don't under
~st1mate the power you have as a Chris
tian parent! You have your children 
lo.nger than anyone else. Use that time 
w1sely and your children will not fall for 
t~e doctrines of men as they live in this 
smful world. 

In the Church 
Christians can teach the Biblical ac

count of creation in the Bible School 
a~d from the pulpit. Each Bible school 
d1rector should plan the curriculum so 
that every student knows where he/she 
came from; and lessons should be 
taught to refute the theory of evolu
t!on. Our Bible schools should not tread 
l~ghtly on the false ~eaching of evolu-
tion. . 

The Bible school can be one of the 
most powerful weapons in the fight for 
the minds of our children. We can use 
our religious freedoms to build for
tr~sses of truth in our community. Our 
B1~le schools can be as large as we· 
thmk; and they can teach classes on any 
~ay of the week. There are no restric
tions (yet) on our Bible schools as places 
where truth can be taught. Evolution 
can be refuted through the teaching of 
creation in our Bible schools. Let us not 
under estimate the power of the Bible 
school! God's Word is designed to be 
taught: why do we limit the Bible 
school teaching to only Sundays and 
Wednesdays? What would happen if we 
opened our Bible school facilities for 
daily use to reach the minds of chil
dren and adults? 

In the Christian Schools 
Soren Kierkegaard observed: "Only 

one transformed by Christianity can 
teach Christianity." America needs more 
Christian schools! Religious freedom al
lows Christians to operate these insti
tutions of learning. The teaching ma
terial in these schools is Bible-centered 
and teaches the truth of man's begin
ning as revealed in the scriptures. Chris
tians truly have academic freedom in 
the Christian schools. 

Christian education is academically 
sound because it allows the students to 
understand what the world teaches. It 
gives a more "balanced treatment" to 

evolution than the state schools will al
low creation-science. Young people 
need to know the truth about evolution 
b~cau~e without knowledge they cannot 
reJect at. 

Almost any community can have a 
Christian school, if there is a nucleus 
of concerned Christians who are not 
afraid of hard work and commitment! 
A school owned, operated and con
trolled by dedicated Christians is a 
powerful tool for God. It can offset the 
worldly influences of the public schools. 
We all have this "freedom of education" 
to teach children (and adults) in our 
community. 

Christians have academic freedom in 
the home, church, and Christian 
schools; and we should take advantage 
of it and use it wisel)'. This does not 
mean, however, that we should not stay 
involved in the public sector. The Chris
tian influence ·is desperately needed in 
the public quarter of education. By 
staying involved, Christians can bring 
pressure to bear on areas that threaten 
the spiritual lives of children. Let us re
member, there is still much religious 
freedom in public education. judge 
Overton's decision does not rule Chris
tian teachers out of the classroom, nor 
does it diminish the influence of Chris
tian teachers on their contacts at school. 
Christian teachers can still be "living 
epistles" to all their students, and stu
dents can continue to see Christ living 
in Christian teachers. Overton's de
cision does not rule out the natural 
sharing that takes place when Christians 
interact with other people . 

"Creation-science" may be ruled out 
as a curriculum subject, but it is not 
ruled out as an example subject! This 
ruling has not closed the door on crea
tion. Man's true roots in God will be 
reflected by his people as they live from 
day to day. We Christians must continue 
to use our freedom as good citizens to 
influence the public. This is true in edu
cation and a11 other walks of life. The 
teaching of things eternal must be the 
primary purpose of Christ's church, and 
his people in our homes and schools. 

This federal court decision is NOT a 
"fatal blow" to the teaching of creation
science or religion in general. It is NOT 
a catastrophe! 

This Ruling Can Be a Great Blessing! 
This decision should motivate all 

dedicated Christians. This ruling is say
ing: (1) Christians, put Bible study back 
in your home as a regular part of the 
family development. (2) Christians, use 
your church buildings more for teach
ing. (3) Christians, find ways to hav~ a 
Christian school in your commumty. 
This decision should rekindle our zeal 
for the right, and "fire up" the church 
to teach creation, both as a science and 
religion. NOW! 

Because of his decision, judge Over-
ton may go down in history as a man 
who has awakened the Christian com
munity. He may have done more to 
arouse Christians to action than any 
judge in American history! 
Box 558, Hempstead, TX 77445 
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The Identity of the Church CECIL. HOOK 

Many times I have pulled out my yellowed outlines and 
sought to convince my audiences of the identity of the 
Church of Christ with the one true church. In time I have 
come to realize that many of the marks of identity that I 
stressed were secondary characteristics and not of primary 
significance. 

Most of the treatments of the identity of the church that 
I have heard or read dealt with an organizational concept 
of the church. An organization can be traced historically and 
may identify historically. The church, however, is a "here and 
now" relationship of people with God. It is a present, living 
organism. 

To illustrate this matter, let us explore what is the essential 
nature of a man. Here is a man. We amputate a leg. Is he 
still a man? We add glasses. Is he still a man? We pull his 
teeth out and substitute man-made dentures. Has that 
charged his essential nature? He changes his n~me. Is he still 
a man-the same man? He has. cancer, is addled by a fever. 
Has he ceased to be a man? Many other physical, mental, 
and social changes might affect his quality as a man but they 
would not destroy the essential nature of a man. 

These changes in the man and the church are not changes 
in the essence of either, but they are changes in secondary 
characteristics. Secondary characteristics are always in need 
of purification and reform; however, deviations do not al
ways destroy the identity. While it is our role to reform, only 
the Lord is able to judge and remove the candlestick. 

What is the essence of the church? Stripping off all sec
ondary characteristics, what will we discover to be the real 
chutch? What is essential? The essential nature of the church 
is that it is those in Christ. Being baptized into Christ, his 
body, his church, persons are saved, being added by the 
Lord himself (Acts 2:38, 47; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cqr. 12:13; Col. 
1-18). The church is those who have been redeemed. They 
are not perfected in belief or practice but, serving sincerely, 
they are con~inually cleansed (1 john 1 :7-10) and are made to 
stand (Rom. 14:4). According to Romans 14, we are not to 
judge or disdain those in Christ who differ in belief and prac
tice. There is need of constant reform. There are proper 
causes for rejection, withdrawal, and delivering to Satan. 
These drastic actions are to be taken only against those who 
renounce the faith, abandon moral purity, or become di
visive. These actions are not to be taken against ignorant, 
misguided, stumbling disciples who are sincerely trying to 
do the will of their God who happen to be in error on con
victions different from yours or mine. 

Some of my earliest remembrances while growing up on a 
cotton farm near Rochester in West Texas were of attending 
revival meetings. The people of that small community built a 
"tabernacle," as we called it. It was like a house without 
walls, a superstructure somewhat like a tent without the side 
flaps. Each church had its turn to use it for meetings. 

Three of the churches joined forces to have a "union meet
ing." They chose a preacher who agreed not to preach any 
of their distinctive denominational messages. Even though I 
was only a young child, I can recall how the preacher would 
bring laughter, then tears, and, in his concluding appeal, 
fright. Many would respond and were saved supposedly. After 
the concluding service the chairman said something to this 
effect: "We have had a great number saved. Now it is time 
for you who were saved to join the church of your choice. 
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Brothers A, B, and C, preachers of the cooperating church 
will stand in these different locations at the front. You rn:s, 
present yourself to one of these men and he will tell you hoy 
.to join his church." W 

Now, let us suppose we have a union meeting similar t 
that on~ b.ut different in some details. Three churches c: 
operate m 1t. They get a preacher who promises to preach n 
~octrine exc~pt from the Bible. He will just preach the gosp:r 
h.ke Peter d1d on Pentecost. The meeting is a great success. 
E1ghty p~rsons believe, repent, confess faith in Christ, and 
?r~ .baptized for the remission of their sins. Everyone is re.. 
JOICmg. 

Then the final service is completed and the chairman arises 
?n.d says, 11Many have been saved. Now it is time for you to·: 
JOm the church of your choice. The preachers for churches 
A, B, and C will stand here before you. All who wish to join A 
church come with Brother A." Twenty arise and stand with 
him. Brother B is introduced and twenty stand with him. 
Brother C rejoices inwardly because he things he is to get the 
remaining forty. But when he is introduced, only twenty 
stand with him. 

At this point there is an air of perplexity about the remain
ing twenty. The chairman inquires of them, "Aren't you going 
to join a church?" · 

"No," they respond, 11We are in the church already." 
"How can that ·be?" the chairman asks. 
11So far our preacher has preached the gospel like Peter. 

did on Pentecost. When people were baptized for the re-' 
mission of sins then, they were saved, being baptized int~ · 
Christ and his one body which is the one church. We have 
done only what they did and we trust that we are in the 
same church that they were added to. Now you are going'· 
beyond the scriptures in urging us to join sectarian di
visions. All eighty of us are in the one church, being added 
by the Lord himself. To join different groups now and to 
wear names to distinguish us from one another is to become 
divided, sectarian, and denominational." 

"Well you are starting a new church, are you?" the chair
man asks, not quite able to grasp the situation. 

"No, we are just remaining in the one the Lord added us 
to. We will not exclude the other saved persons or wear a 
distinguishing name." 

"What, then, are you going to do?" 
"We will continue to teach, learn, and grow, meeting to-:: 

gether in iellowship and in worship. We will lead dean Jives.;;, 
and try to demonstrate the love of jesus' disciples. We will~; 
seek to do all the will of God. And we invite the other sixtY~;: 
saved persons and ali other saved persons to be with us in:~~: 
this fellowship in Christ." ;$~] 

That illustrates the essence of the church, free from sec~i~ 
tarian distinctiveness. It has a 11here and now" identity. It i~~~ 
not a matter of tracing the church back through the Restora:.li 
tion Movement and certainly it cannot be, and need not b~,J
traced back to Pentecost as an organized body. Whereve,r,; 
there were saved people in any century, there was the church .. ~ 
The church is the saved, here and now, and at any time an~.·~ 
place in history~ :;;;? 

To divide the saved into groups as we have illustrated is ttif';·. 
create sects. The Restoration Movement was begun as an ef~~ 
fort to bring the saved in all those sects back into unity. •11 

When a person is in Christ, he should be free from sectaria?j~ 
Christianity. . . ~1} 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, TX 78130 :-J~ 
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i,; What the Restoration Movement Has Accomplished (2) 
~{T.·; (Please read the introductory article 
·. :' in last week's Firm Foundation.) 
~<.:: 

r ~'L; Not all men connected with the Res
',\·[ toratic:m M~ven:tent have always kept 
.· · clear m the1r mmds what our goals and 

methods were: and we have not always 
.. : . . succeeded in making the aims clear to 
. ·, those about us. The Restoration Move

.·,· ' ment presses upon the world a way to 
.:··:,apply the Apostolic teaching to twen-

• ; 1 tieth century conditions in an effort to 
.)bring about the reconciliation of alien

. · ated man to God. It is not an effort to 
, reproduce a first century congregation 
·:.whether that be the one of Corinth 
.··!Philippi, or any other place. The first 
. ·: century churches fell short of the Apos-
: .. tolic 1deal. Many things about the 
. . church in Corinth were not at all 
'. admirable. 
:. Perhaps no better illustration of the 

goal of our effort has been offered than 
· · that of seed. If one takes wheat and 
' pla~ts !t year after year over a long 
: penod 1t may suffer some degeneration 
through cross pollination with less de
sirable strains of wheat. It may also 
gradually become mixed with seed of 
alien plants so that a sowing will (as 
illustrated in Jesus' parable of the tares) 
produce not only wheat but also weeds. 

. However, suppose early in its history, 
· when the wheat was unmixed and not 

yet degenerate, some of it was stored up 
safely. Years or even centuries then went 

· by until finally someone planted that 
· seed. The owner's grainery in which it 

had been in all that time is irrelevant to 
the outcome. When it germinates, the 
plant would be wheat like the original 
was; but it would be produced undel' 
the new conditions in which it germi
nated. It would not be pumpkins, and 
it would not be mixed with the weeds 
.that repeated crops would add to fhe 
seed. 

The Gospel is the seed of the king 
dom (luke 8:11 ). The Restoration Move
ment ·has pressed upon the world the 
idea that that seed from the first cen
tury can be planted in the twentieth 
centurr and can produce a harvest un
mixed with the creeds and traditions 
that have accumulated through the cen
turies. The success of the effort is de
pendent upon the kind of soil the seed 
falls into. Wayside, stony, and thorny 
ground produce f.oor harvests; but the 
fault is in the soi , not in the seed. The 
success also depends on the degree to 
which we are able to plant the seed 
unmixed with our own opinions and 
s~eculations. The order from Paul was 
' Preach the word" {2 Tim. 4:2). We 
have our problems accepting the fact 
that the things that are revealed belong 
to us but that the secret things belong 
to the lord (Deut. 29:29). We have even 
more trouble with what Paul said about 
food offered to idols "whatever you be
lieve about these things, keep between 
yourself and God" {Rom. 14:22). Rather 
than being kept as one's private prop
erty, opinions and deductions have 

JACK LEWIS 

been pressed to the disruption of the 
peace of and to the division of the 
lord's people. However, these prob
lems do not negate the ideal we have 
before us anymore than the presence 
of dirt negates the power and value of 
soap. Our failures only underscore the 
need to "Preach the word. " 

Where the Scriptures Speak 

The struggle over how to interpret 
Scripture will continue until the lord 
comes; the basic clash over religious 
groups will always be in this area. The 
early Restoration Movement thrust upon 
the world-first through Alexander 
Campbell's 11Sermon on the law"-that 
a clear distinction was to be made be
tween law and Gospel. Men were called 
to account for their tendency to quote 
Scripture indiscriminately, finding their 
answer to a question like 11What Must I 
do to be saved?" in the Psalms as readily 
as in the Book of Acts. At the common 
man's level the proof text "rightly di
viding the word of truth" {2 Tim. 2:15; 
KJV), which actually would be better 
rendered "handling aright the word of 
truth," was understood to be saying that 
different parts of Scripture applied to dif
ferent situations. Not only is tl=lere law 
and Gospel; but there are those things 
that applied to the limited commission 
and those that apply to the Great Com- · 
mission. To make the thief on the cross 
a pattern of how forgiveness is obtained 
without baptism is to ignore a vital dis
tinction in Scripture itself. 

Early in the movement it was recog
nized that religious life must have a 
biblical base. The • preachers set them
selves to give a "Thus saith the lord'~ 
for every item of faith and practice. Our 
neighbors have in some cases felt that 
the Bible prescribes items of faith but 
that church order has been left free. The 
result is that their organizations have 
been formed on the basis of expediency 
rather than on the basis of Scripture 
precedent. Organizations less in size 
than the local congregation are com
mon, and organizations on the state, 
national and world level are considered 
essential to operation. 

Burton Coffman is a preacher of 
unique style and of unique manner of 
expression. Burton, one day in a lighter 
moment while reflecting on the great 
diversity among us, said that in all our 
differences there is one thing we all hold 
in common. Wherever one goes, 11even 
if a man is preaching that the moon is, 
made of green cheese, he thinks he got 
it out of the Bible." I think Burton is 
entirely right. The heart issue among us 
is not instrumental music; it is not a 
particular name; it is not three songs 
and a orayer; it is not the lord's Supoer 
every Sunday; it is not the support of a 
television program; it is not support of 
orphans' homes; it is not what transla
tion of Scripture to read. The heart issue 

is that there must be a biblical base for 
what is taught and practiced. The silence 
of the Scripture must be regarded just 
as the explicit statement of the Scripture 
must. be. obeyed!. The. Scripture is not 
only ~nsp1red and mfalhble; but it is also 
sufficient. 

This insistence on a biblical base, 
whether we realize it or not, throws us 
directly into the cutting edge of the 
exegetical problem. We have to deter
mine what in the first century was 
normative and what was not; what was 
done that forms a binding pattern as op
posed to what was done and does not 
form a pattern. The Restoration Move
ment has not in every case been able to 
arrive at a unity of faith in the bond of 
peace about what Scripture does teach . 
Differences of opinion over what is au
thorized and what is not have been 
responsible for our multiple divisions. 
The commands and prohibitions of 
Scripture have been fairly plain to us. 
What forms a binding example has been 
more difficult to agree on. We are al
ways learning that what one man de
duces is not that which another man 
deduces; hence we can argue con
tinuously with ourselves, and can argue 
even more wtih our neighbors, over 
whether what one man calls a "neces
sary inference" is indeed a necessary 
one. However, back of all the divisions 
and of all of the problems there is one 
unifying attitude which is distinctive and 
quite simple. There must be biblical au
thority for what we do and teach. Our 
problem is how to arrive at that author
ity. 

In a world that is organized and re
organized on the district, state, national, 
anCI world levels, the Restoration Move
ment (with varying degrees of success) 
has given a graphic demonstration that 
the type of church organization laid out 
in the New Testament will work. It is well 
known that the organizations that are 
larger than the local church are late de
velopments and are unknown to the New 
Testament. In the New Testament each 
congregation with its duly selected el
ders, made elders by the Holy Spirit, exer
cised all the functions the lord expected 
of congregations. They preached the 
Word, engaged in worship, edified the 
members, and disciplined the disorderly. 
Though it is widely felt today in denomi
national groups that such a con~rega
tional arrangement cannot work, m the 
Restoration Movement it does work. 

That a group of elders who are equals 
can lead a congregation has been con
vincingly demonstrated. There does not 
have to be a chief. The first d~pa!fure 
from New Testament orgamzat1onal 
order that can be demonstrated is when 
early in the second century the leader
ship by a group of equals gave way to 
the monarchial bishop who was over 
the elders of a congregation. More next 
week. 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tn. 38117 
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A Growing Family of Christian Schools DON GA~DNER 

There is a dramatic increase in the 
number of private schools in the United 
States. According to the Private School 
Newsletter, September, 1981, there is a 
new private school started in the U.S. 
every seven hours. According to the Pri
vate School Newsletter, 11the largest pro
fessional group of parents sending their 
children to private school are public 
school teachers and principals." 

Restoration Movement Focus 
Leaders in the restoration movement 

have always been interested in educa
tion. However, generally the focus has 
been on college level work. There are 
exceptions to this. The Mars Hill Chris
tian School was actually established by 
T. B. Laramore in 1871 and then closed 
in 1887. However it was reopened in 
1947. The David Lipscomb Schools date 
their beginning from 1891. Pacific Chris
tian Academy in Graton, California was 
started in 1918. 

Members of the church are vitally in
terested in providing a unique kind of 
Christian school. That interest is growing 
dramatically. We have identified 150 
Christian schools operated by members 
of the church. Since some of these 
schools have more than one location 
there are actually 197 campuses where 
Christian schools are housed. 

The Focus Today 
The real interest in providing Chris

tian education at the elementary and 

Spiritual Nearsightedness 
Many years ago, when in the service, 

I had to have my eyes checked to obtain 
a military driver's license. When I failed 
the eye test I was sent to an eye spe
cailist. He put some test lens before my 
eyes, and I looked out the window, and 
saw a whole new world. I could not be
lieve how clear and bright the world 
looked through those lenses. 

Obviously, what had happened to me 
has happened to many others. I had 
slowly lost my ability to see things at a 
distance. I had myopia, and could only 
see things well at a short distance. I was 
nearsighted. 

In II Peter 1:5-7 Peter lists eight quali
ties of the Christian life, which we are 
all to possess to make us effective and 
productive in our knowledge of Christ. 
In verse 9 he writes of these qualities, 
11But if anyone does not have them, he 
is nearsighted and blind, and has for
gotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins." (N.I.V.). 

Burton Coffman in his commentary 
on II Peter refers us to Lot, Demas, and 
the Prodigal Son, among others, who 
are examples t;>f those who had spiritual 
myopia. They forsook the things of the 
spirit to pursue more immediate physi
cal things. 

As Christians today we should exam
ine ourselves to be sure that we do not 
have spiritual myopia, or nearsighted
ness. 
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high school level by members of the 
church is of fairly recent ~rigin. For 
example, of the 150 . schools identified 
we have found 105 of those started in 
1970 or later. What is even more sur
prising is the surge that began in 1978. 
Of the 150 schools identified a total of 
67 started in 1978 or later. 

It is my conviction that a continuing 
interest in Christian schools will result 
in the establishment of dozens and doz
ens more in the immediate future. All 
over the nation there are people exam
ing the possibilities of beginning a Chris
tian school. It reaches from Albuquerque 
to LaFayette to Hopkinsville. 

Partners Established 
PARTNERS, a non profit organization, 

was established by interested friends a 
few months ago. PARTNERS is a servant 
organization. One of the two major mis
sions of this organization is to assist par
ents in the starting of a new Christian 
school. A manual on 11How To Start A 
Christian School" is available. Work
shops may be arranged. Guidance in 
other ways is possbile. 

If you are interested in starting a 
Christian school or know someone who 
is interested in beginning one· you may 
wish to obtain the benefits that PART
NERS can provide. Please write to Dr. 
Don Gardner, President of PARTNERS, 
14614 Falling Creek Dr., Suite 112, 
Houston, Texas 77068. Or you may wish 
to phone PARTNERS at 713/537-9290. 

WALTER SWAIN 

This 11disease" can creep up on us 
unawares, just as physical myopia does. 
Gradually we allow physical things to 
gain control of our time, thoughts, and 
energies. We find it more and more 
difficult to concentrate on spiritual 
things. Worship becomes a bore, which 
we simply endure, as we watch our 
watches every few minutes in anticipa
tion of it being over. Soul winning is far 
from our thoughts, and personal Bible 
study becomes a thing of the past. · 

The cause is usually related to a lack 
of Bible study and an absence of a deep 
conviction to follow jesus at all costs. 
Physical myopia is caused by imperfec
tions within the organ of sight, the eye, 
itself. Spiritual myopia is caused by the 
distortion of truth within us, and a lack 
of understanding as to what being a 
Christian really involves. Often the cause 
is a result of allowing 11self" to regain 
control of our lives. 

The remedy for spiritual nearsighted
ness is, first of all, an awareness of the 
disease itself. Then steps must be taken 
to restore what has been lost. Peter 
says that one in this condition has, 11for
gotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins." 

Spiritual myopia can be cured wtih a 
strong dose of daily Bible study, heart
felt worship every Lord's Day, and a con
viction and determination to put Christ 
first in all things. Paul urges Christians 

Beyond Denominationalism 
JOHN WADDEY 

Churches, churches, everywhere. An 
infinite variety clamor for one's atten. · 
tion. Names, doctrines, worship and · 
practices present a chaotic scene of con-· 
fusion. 

Multitudes of honest souls realize their 
need for God. They long for a closer . 
walk with him. For years they have sin
cerely sought for the right way to serve 
the Lord they love. Tragically, many have 
become so discouraged they have given 
up in disgust; lost in the maze. 

Is it not possible to be a Christian 
without joining any denomination? Need 
we tolerate all the accumulated trappings · 
of traditions that are fixed like barnacles 
to the various religious bodies? Oh, if 
one could just sip the pure, fresh waters 
of original, unadulterated Christianity as 
it came from Jesus and his holy apostles! 
Is there not anywhere someone content 
to be simply a Christian; to worship as 
did that first congregation in jerusalem; . 
to believe the simple gospel announced · 
by the apostles? 

Take courage my friend, there is in 
your community a body of people who 
are committed to just what we have 
described; i.e., the restoration of the 
original Christianity of the New Testa
ment. They use the name 11Church of 
Christ" as the apostle Paul did. Their 
creed and doctrine is Jesus and the New 
Testament, nothing else. Could there be 
a better one? Their worship is simple 
and unadorned like that we read of in 
the book of Acts of the Apostles and the 
New Testament epistles. Nothing of hu
man origin is accepted. Their congrega
tions are structured and organized like 
thoses churches planted by the apostles. 
Each is independent and self-governing 
under Christ. 

As a skilled workman can restore a 
valuable work of art to its original 
beauty, so a faithful band of God-fearing, 
Bible-believing, Christ-following disci
ples can restore that original church of 
Christ established in Jerusalem on the 
fiftieth day following our lord's death. 

You can be a non-denominational 
Christian. You need not be Catholic, 
Protestant or Jew. This plea for the re
storation of jesus' church is offered for 
your consideration with the sincere pray
er that you will receive it and be per
suaded to take up your cross and come 
follow jesus with us. 

to, 11Seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is seated on the right hand 
of God. Set your mind on the things 
that are above, not on the things that 
are upon the earth." 

With this readjustment of our eye
sight we can overcome spiritual near
sightedness, and become effective and 
productive as Christians. 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 
92111. 
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!'Let the Baby Grow Up J.C.CHOATE 

· We of the churches of Christ have 
,,~.-some four or five hundred missionaries 
' ,·,_ scattered over the world. Most of these 

, are from America. That being true, we 
come from a background of Bible-

t
'. ;.··· .. believing people, . where there are nu
. merous congregations, some with sev-

eral hundred members, with their own 
·.elders, preachers, and so on. These 

{ :··congregations have their own buildings 
· and programs and are self-supporting. 

f :.Among our brethren are many colleges 
. . and preacher training schools, grade 

~
:.' .... _schools, orphanages, and perhaps other 
: similar organizations. We have our own 

papers, magazines, books, and book 
stores. This means that we feel well

{ -·established, solid in what we believe, 
~ and confident in our stand for the truth. 

( With our spiritual background, we have 
zeal and dedication to take the gospel 

I 
to the rest of the world. This zeal and 
dedication extends beyond family ties, 
material luxuries, and monetary gain. 
Therefore, some of us, at least, end up 

\ in countries around the world where 
.,. the church has never existed before. But 
( once we get to our destination, what 

I 

I 
( 
( 

then? 
On the field, in scores of places 

around the world, we may find our
selves in countries where the people 
practice some other religion or where 
Catholicism and Protestantism reign su
preme. These countries for the most part 
may be very poor and with economic 
conditions causing many problems both 
in the physical and spiritual spheres. 
Being in such a place, longing for con
tacts, converts, and the establishment 
of a strong church, we are often times 
over-anxious. We keep remembering 
what it is like back home and so we 
want to build, overnight, a similar situa
tion where we are. We forget that it 
took many years of hard work, tears, 

1 and heartaches to bring the church to 

(

. its present state in America. 

With so much to do, so many who 
need the gospel, and with so few to do l the work-mainly one's self-then we 

I go out and preach, convert some souls, 
and establish a congregation. Then may-

l 
be while we are working with that con-: 
gregation we move over to another area 
of the city, or to a neighboring town, 
and start another congregation. At the 

l same time we start conducting weekly 
} services similar to those to which we 

have been accustomed back home. We 
then expect the members to faithfully 
attend all of these meetings. We fail to 
recognize that while most brethren back 
home have their own transportation, 
and the economy there is such that the 
members can afford the expected three 
weekly trips to worship, in the foreign 
country most people may not have a 
car or even a scooter. They must de
pend on a bus or a bicycle, and this is 
difficult, especially when they have to 
come from long distances with a family 
several times a week. Beyond that, most :l of them, and in particular those who 

L 

have large families, cannot even afford 
the expense of taking a bus so often. 

We have buildings back home, and 
so we think that in order for the church 
to meet in this part of the world we just 
must have a building. Since the local 
church often is unable to provide suffi
cient funds for a meeting house, we may 
turn to our brethren back home and ask 
them to furnish the needed funds. 
Again, the problem is that we often ask 
for too much, building too large, and so 
on. 

Then we see opportunities through
out the country to spread the cause of 
Christ. But to follow-up on the Bible 
correspondence contacts, to conduct 
meetings, to convert souls, to establish 
new congregations, we will need work
ers. We generally cannot expect our 
brethren from home to come to our 
rescue by sending additional mission
aries, and so we begin to offer our local 
converts an attractive salary to give their 
full time to preach and teach God's 
word. As a result we find that there are 
numerous men who are ready to accept 
such a job. This includes denomination
al preachers who have gotten word that 
we are offering foreign support for 
preachers. They are usually ready to be 
converted if the price is right And so 
we send them out by the dozens and 
even hundreds. The work grows and 
spreads, at least in baptisms and the 
number of congregations established. 
Things are looking good. The church is 
growing. That's what we wanted. That's 
what brethren back home want to hear. 

Yes, even brethren back home con
tribute to this unnaturally accelerated 
growth by wanting to get in on it. 
Preachers want to come and baptize 
their hundreds and even thousands. 
They want to hire their set of preachers 
so they can visit them each year and see 
how they are doing. Of course, this does 
not come without a price-a price that 
the brethren back home have to pay. 
Sometimes it almost seems that the 
brethren think that if thousands in the 
mission field have been baptized, they 
will all be faithful to the lord and will 
all-every one of them-go to heaven. 
They think then that what must be done 
is to provide the necessary funds for 
another batch to be baptized so they 
can go to heaven too. 

Now what do we have in all of this? 
It is not criticism simply for the sake of 
criticism. All of us want to see any and 
all countries evangelized. We want to 
see the gospel preached and as many 
converted as possible. We want to see 
preachers going out to do God's work. 
we want to see congregations being 
established, training schools being set 
up, and all the other things that need to 
be done. But even as it took time back 
home for the church to grow and to 
become mature, we must realize that 
the same is true in the mission field. We 
must have patience. The Bible says that 
when one obeys God he is born again, 

and that means he becomes a new crea
ture, that he is a newborn babe. like
wise, if you have a number of new con
verts to begin a congregation, then it 
means that you have a congregation of 
newborn babes. And if you have con
gregations scattered throughout the 
country like that, then it stands to rea
son that it is going to take time for them 
to grow up in the Lord and to be able 
to do the work that needs to be done. 
The Scriptures tell us that a newborn 
babe begins to feed on the milk of the 
word and as he continues to do this 
over a period of time, little by little he 
is able to partake of. stronger food, and 
finally he is able to feed on the meat of 
the word. Peter and others had a new
born baby in mind. 

We cannot expect to have full-grown 
congregations, dozens and even hun
dreds of sound, seasoned gospel preach
ers and teac;hers, elderships, meeting 
houses, and all of the rest, in a matter 
of months or even a few years. It has 
taken years and years for the church 
back home to get to where it is. Al
though we may be in a part of the world 
where, because of economic conditions 
and other conditions, it seems that there 
are worlds of opportunities to spread 
the gospel of Christ and to convert 
sou Is, still sooner or later it will be 
discovered that even these people have 
to be sufficiently taught, and that they 
have problems and situations for us to 
deal with that we never dreamed exist
ed, and that it is going to take· time to 
do the job that needs to be done. 

If we will go with the lord, be sin
cerely concerned about souls, take the 
time to properly teach God's word, and 
ground the new converts in the faith, 
train the young men to preach and 
teach God's word, build the church, 
move out to new areas as we have the 
opportunity, then little by little the 
church will grow numerically and spiri
tually and will be able eventually to as
sume more and more of its duties and 
responsibilities for taking the gospel to 
others. 

If we move too fast, however, wanting 
the church to become full-grown within 
a matter of months, or even a few years, 
then we will end up with lots of baptized 
people, numerous preachers, most of 
them on foreign support and poorly 
taught themselves, without a solid foun
dation, and therefore we will see the 
church weak, divided, and set back by 
many blunders. It is true that we as mis
sionaries are overly anxious to see the 
job done, brethren back home almost 
demand it, and likewise the local breth
ren are usually urging that .more and 
more help be given. But I repeat, we 
must give the baby time to grow up. No 
matter how eager the parents may be to 
see their child walking, he won't take 
those steps until he is mature enough to 
do so. We also must give the church time 
to grow up. It cannot move forward at 
the rate we wish, but according to -its 
age and maturity in development. There 
really isn't any other way. 
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049, India 
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April 20-23 
Light, Life and Love 

The Ministry of Jesus in the Gospel of John 

Juan Monroy· Light That Defies Darkness • Randy Mayeux· Living Water at an Ancient Well 
Frank Pack · Food That Perishes, Food That Endures • Bob Hendron · To Awaken a Sleeping Friend 

William J. Teague ·That They May Be One • Jack Evans ·A Basin and Towel Befor.e Dinner 
Doug Parsons · Passover at the Praetorium • Mike Armour· The Imprint of the Nails 

·P 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

................ 
Mr./Mrs./Ms. ___________________ _ 

City ______________ State __ Zip __ _ 

Names and ages of ch i ldren in sleeping bags in room with parents. 

BRING YOUR OWN BEDDING. Linens available only to those flying in who 
make arrangements in advance. Dorms open at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday through 
9:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

Indicate which nights you will be staying in the dorms. (No charge) 

___ T ___ W ___ Th ___ F 

Ll(jHT Llff S.l~ovf Please complete this reservation form and return to Glenda Taylor, Pepperdine University, 
\1 IJ Church Services, Malibu, CA 90265 or call (213) 456-4270 . ............................. 

Pepperdine University. Malibu, California • Howard A. White, President • Michael C. Armour, Lectureship Director J 
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SwCC APPROVED TO OFFER 

BACHELORS DEGREE 
the college's thrust in reaching this goal. 

;*·l)F-~ 
:~.:~ The regional accrediting agency, the 
·'',:~:southern Association of Colleges and 
1'<~:1schools, has approved Souttiwestern 
r;.:·,~1.Christian college to expand its present 

In order for Southwestern to begin the 
bachelors degree program in Bible, there 
will be a need for funds to employ addi
tional qualified Bible teachers, to in
crease the number of religious books in 
the library, and to establish scholarships 
for junior and senior students who will 
not be able to receive federal and State 
financial aid. 

; ___ .-.-~:_._-__ "_:_._-_-,;_'1_-.' __ -____ :_._:,~,_curriculum, in the Fall of 1982, to in-
. ~elude a bachelors degree program in 

),t;·t~!Bible and religious education while re
~;·:~:(ttaining its status as an accredited liberal 
._-_._._l--_iarts junior college, offering Associate 

~degrees. 

'f};i The college seeks, among several 
fgoals, to prepare its students..- for lead
iership roles within the church, and for 

·-> ~•effective Christian service. A four-year 
j Bible program will greatly strengthen 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOME is ac
cepting applications for houseparents and rellef
houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For additional information 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-
5530. 

l~;·,:t..--------------------------------
.'-i QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 

FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAJN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERIUURE DEGREE 

1\.tition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
spedfic areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~outbeastern Jjliblital )nstitute 
:5545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia :50340/404-458-7631/E. Dale McDaniel, Director 

~r---------------------------------------------------------~ 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

lYCAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF T'HE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call. (512) 282·2486 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

HOME COMING 
DAY 

MARCH 28, 1982 

All former members and friends 
of the Central Church of Christ 
are invited to come Home • • • 
and spend an exciting and spir
itually rich day with us. 

SPEAKER 
BRENT ADAMS 
Plainview, Tex. 

Bible Study 9:30a.m. 

COMMEMORATING 
75th Anniversary of Church in 

Shawnee 
40th Anniversary in present location 

Full day of activities planned 

Central Church of Christ 
1 Olh & Bell, Shawnee, 9K 

1-405-273-3065 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817 /535·1801 
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PERRY BLUE 

Services for Perry Blue, 92, Allen, Ok
lahoma, were he ld Saturday, Dec. 19th 
at the Allen, Okla. Church with Mack 
Lyon and jack Way conducting the rites. 
Burial will be at the Allen Cemetery. 

Survivors include his wife, Clara, of 
the home; one daughter, Christa Lee 
Dobbs of Lubbock, Texas; two grand
daughters and two great-grandsons. 

PERSONNEL TO WORK IN THE RAPIDLY 
OROWING CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MINISTRY 

TEACHERS- ELEMENTARY & JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS f; AIDS 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

LUNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QUAUACATIONS 

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN UFE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

MUST LOVE WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
ACTlVE CHURCH Of CHRIST MEMBERSHIP 

Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue 1 Covina, CA 91723 

(213) 331·0559 (213) 331·0550 

I I 

I 
II 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children a re in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experi ence, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibi lity. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two p/am to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed rmtil 
May of 1982 w ith no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Cbrist Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

t!•-n-- ~~ - ~~ -,_ ~-.-...-...-..-·-n- ~~ -~ - n-c~-CJ-~-0- ....._... I ' CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 I 
Phone 817-645-9203 

• r-- _ . ..__- - ~~ --...--~--~~-~-~'-'-'•~ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Prog ram 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-FEBRUARY 1, 1982 & AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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~ PEWS ... New and Used 
1
1 

r Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing 
~ Write or call for free estimate. I 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. I 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 40& I 
{ Waco, TX 76705 817-799-592& 
,..__.._.._..._..__.._..._.._.._...__.._.._,.~\ 
·=·-~~~.._...~.._..~. 

I THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! .,. 

I Learn to win souls in a one-year internship 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK: 
C:.R o r PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for d etails to School of Personal Evange-

l lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn 

I 38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324: 
; 0120. NO TUITION. 
···-~o-o-o-,,_o-~~.:. 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college graduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will be spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SaECTION • FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

~~· 'SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. ·· 7·. 
• BOX 1308 ·~ . .J~CKSONVILLE TX 7 5 7 6 6 ... 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Se nd for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901-683-1678 

901-761-1350 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial P rogram 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

P eople 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

B en efits 
contact 

The Director- 8723 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 9, 1982 



WHY HAVE 
lOMILLIONPEOPLEINOVER 
20,000 CHURCHES SEEN THE 

- - ----- - - - --------- - ·---------

FOCUSO THE 
FILM 

SERIES? 
JAMES C. DOBSON Ph.D. 
One of America~s leading authorities on thefanzily. 

Consider what the families in your 
church are up against: More and more 
households today are led by a single parent; 
most marriages end in divorce; children grow 
up within arm's reach of dangerous drugs and 
illicit sex; inflation forces many mothers to 
work unwillingly; overworked fathers spend 
less and less time with their young children ... 

For the Christian families within your 
church, the pressures are doubly painful. 
Everything about the world in which they live · 
seems bent on undermining, attacking, or 
merely ignoring their values. And yet they 
are determined to survive. They know all 
the gloomy facts about the declining moral 
health of America. They don't want more 
studies. They want solutions . 

One solution for over 20,000 churches 
has been to show the Focus on the Family film 
series by Dr. James C. Dobson. The series 

confronts the key issues facing the family 
today in seven outstanding films: 

Film 1- The Strong-Willed Child 
Film 2- Shaping The Will Without 

Breaking The Spirit. 
c Film 3- Christian Fathering. 
c Film 4- Preparing for Adolescence: 

The Origins of Self-Doubt. 
Film 5- Preparing for Adolescence: 

Peer Pressure and Sexuality. 
c: Film 6- What Wives Wish Their Husbands 

. Knew About Women-
The Lonely Housewife. 

Film 7- What Wives Wish Their Husbands 
Knew About Women-
Money, Sex, and Children. 

For information on showing this successful 
series in your church contact the film distribu
tor nearest you or mail the coupon in this ad. 

•••• • •••••• 
YFS 

I'd like more information about this film series. I 
We are interested in helping our people apply 

'God-centered values in an off-centered world. I 
Write to: Educational Produrts Division, Word , Inc. 
P .0 . Box 1790, Waco, TX 76796 Attn: Film Dept. 1 

Church Name---------- -- : 

'------ - --1 

EDUCATIONAL PRODUCTS DIVISION, Word Inc. , Waco, TX 76796 
C> Copyright Word, Inc., 

Educational Products Division, Waco, TX 76796 



1982 MIDWEST EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
SET IN CHICAGO 

The 1982 Midwest Evangelism Seminar 
set for March 11-13 w ill be conducted 
in the Palmer House Hotel in dow ntow n 
Chicago. The theme will be "The Un
shakable Kingdom." The four day series 
will open with Nick Young of Anderson, 
Indiana speaking on the topic "Christ, 
He Has Made Us to Be A Kingdom" and 
Roger Lamb of Charleston, Illinois dis
cusses " The Kingdom Is Within You." 
jerry jones of Searcy, Arkansas w ill give 
an exposition of the kingdom in the 
books of Acts. Edgar Scott of Houston, 
Texas will present a message entitled 
" Our Citizenship Is in Heaven." Reuel 
Lemmons will discuss "A Kingdom 
Divided Cannot Stand." Kip McKean of 
Lexington, Massachusetts is schedu led to 
speak on "Count It Worthy of the King
dom." The final message will be deliv
ered by Chuck Lucas of Gainesville, 
Florida on "The Unshakable Kingdom." 
Additional classes will be -taught by 
Monroe Hawley of Milwaukee, Wiscon
sin on "Restoring New Testament Chris
tianity," Mac Lynn of Memphis, Ten
nessee on "A Current Study of the Res
toration Movement" and Tom j ones of 
Kirksvill e, Missouri on " How to Measure 
Success in the Church." Over 1600 par
ticipants at last year's seminar came from 
16 states. For additional information 
w rite: Midwest Evangelism Seminar, 917 
Woodlawn, Charleston, Illinois 61920 

Liberty 
Trail 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY- Positions available for the fall of 1982 in an expanding bac
calaureate norsing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of medical-surgical, mental health or pediatrics . 
Other areas may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small 
town only an hour's drive from downtown J,.ittle Rock . For f~rther information, 
contact Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, 
AR 72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

CDrllC~IIES OF CIIUIST -
STATJ<: OJ< c ;ALII'Oil~l~"\ 

I f you haven't checked with us-you may be paying roo much 
for your insurance!.'! 
W e will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either cali or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOODINSURANCEAGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

JUNE 28- JULY 2 
Make this year's vacation both family-centered and God-centered! The Seventh 
Annual Valley Forge Family Encampment features an inspirational lecture series 
with some of the most outstanding speakers and teachers in the brotherhood 
along with classes and activities for all ages, guided tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area, and great Christian fellowship. The Encampment is 
held on the beautiful campus of Northeastern Christian Junior College located 
only minutes away from both Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 
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SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Reuel Lemmons 
M. Norvel Young 

Helen Young 
Larry Roberts 
Steve Lemley 
Emily Lemley 
Elza Huffard 

Elijah Anthony 
Larry Van Steenberg 

Wil C. Goodheer, Director 

Theme: "Christ in You, 
The Hope of Glory 

Write for Information! 

-----------------------------------, Please send a brochure with full 
details about the Valley Forge 
Encampment. 

Name 

Address ----------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

Return to: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 
590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265-1585 

L---------------------------------~ 
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c L A S s I F I E D Wanted: Preacher for Central Texas Congregation 
Send application by resume, mail to Church of Christ, 
Box 544; Rosebud, TX 76570. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodAte conpoea-ationa 
adverthsing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. .Also other 
acceptable matter. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
lea~er samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486 
Abilene, Texu 79604. • 
Minister ~vailable, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main 
Park Rap1ds, MN S647D-218-732·510S. ' 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching--Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (80S) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
- FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
IDier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 

, :&S.f-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
p,Jd., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
- DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfield Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
~LINGTON. VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Convenient to 
1111tion's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
. A.M. Sun., '1:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
OJIATBA.M. N. J •• ~alrmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. Nt ORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YO~K C TY AREA. 2'01-635-6810 or 

. 301-635-2688. 
.!·ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
· .. oBRIST, 2700 De Da.rr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 

·Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 
DAY A.REA SCHOOL OF PIREA.OHING 

11300 Dublin Road 
Pleasanton, Onllfoi'Jlhl 94568 

James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 
·.NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF XAUAI, 
· BAWAll. Ph. (808) 822-19(;0 or Clarence May, 

Ohurr.b of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96'146. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
.F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
87922._-=-"""=...,...,=='="=--==-=-=,..,.,=-==,..,....---

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sanday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989·2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome.· Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 220:i E. Morll:llD A. ve" 
U.S. 460 Enst Oppoalte K-Mnrt. Offlct! 4'1'1· 
52n, Dobby Wade, MID. 4'10-4056. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703·669·1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
m
11 

re staff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene-
ts. If interested, contact Steve Berscman, Execu

tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or eall '107/448-865'1." 
RELP O IGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 

• • Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma '14801. 
SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA.-Valley Church of 
Chrtat. Come vlslt us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
· . CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
8SiOO dN. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
,un ay: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

,:. Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER WANTED-US Military congregation in 
kaiserslautern, Germany seeking minister for full time 
::'gelistic work beginning Summer of 1982. Four year 

se'lf mitment required. Well established congregation, 
• ·supporting, located in largest US community out
~~ USA. For details contact T. W. Siegfried, P.O. Box 
- APO N.Y. 09012. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
W.t. ooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 625-2700 for 
. .!.!!!_es and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
!P!L TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
~!"Tn.~ALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
~~u.w.E AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
?Rb 1ST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS '18355. 

one: 512/348-8005. 

Mature, energetic evangelist. Need to relocate in south 
for health reasons. Current health fine but doctors 
say move. 38 years in pulpit, Ph.D. In Bible. If inter
ested call elders at Church of Christ, Muskegon, Mi. 
Call 616-773-6395. 
WANTED: Full-time evangelistic preacher for pulpit 
position, 2 elders. Sunday morning attendance 300, 6 
bus routes with associate minister in charge, building 
4 years old, auditorium size 450, 11 classrooms, youth 
worship, active congre~ation Interested in leading the 
lost to Christ, 30 baptisms in 1981. If interested, con
tact: Elders, Central Church of Christ 2200 McDowell 
Road, Vincennes, Indiana 47591. 
Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com· 
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209·992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992·3200. 
YU!tiA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3-D p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Hillcrest Church of Christ, 1712 E. O'Neal St. 

(P.O. Box 884) Gainesville, Texas 76240, is seeking an 
associate minister-preferably between the ages of 25 
to .. 40 years; four-year college degree-appropriate 
a.b1ht~ to sp.eak for the purp.o~e of teaching informa
tive, mterestmg classes and fllhng pulpit wlien neces
sary; plus ability to oversee educational program. 

If interested send resume to above P.O. Box . 
"PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
of Lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
serve the church there {need by April 4). Home fur
nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 280, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
1-806/866-4474." 
Preacher wanted small, young congregation in sunny 
Calif. Home & utilities furnished. Call 209·535-4339 
wri!e Ed Sisemore, Route 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella: 
Cal1f. 93270. 
Washington, D.O. area-20 minutes trom 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria, V1rgln1a 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or ·s'll-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangollst. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1'110, Auburn, CA 95608 or 
call (916) 885-6776. · 
RETIRE in beautiful, .healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 8083, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86340, 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees . 
such as, SOCIAL · SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS· 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589·7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (nightjweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Wanted: Experienced minister for small congregation. 
Sunday mornin~ attendance 35-45 with outside support. 
Leadership abilities very important: we have no elders. 
Beginning construction of a church building this 
spring. Near U. of Conn. Salary low $20s. Send re
sume and cassette tape of sermon(s) to Storrs Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 285, Storrs, Conn. 06268. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE: 36, married, 2 boys, ages 
12 & 8, a graduate of the Sunset School of Preaching 
Lubbock, TX 1978. Desiring to work with Elders. Con: 
tact: DICK ROOT, 119 Grand Manor Dr., Grand Ledge 
Ml 48837 (517) 627-5620. ' 
Wanted full time minister for a small congregation in 
T~inid~d, Tex. Can support 250.00 per weelC salary plus 
n1ce SIX room brick house. Contact John Spencer (214) 
778-2431 or Oscar Brantley (214) 778-2826. 
MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. ' 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. louis, 
MO. 63157 • 
"Congregation with about 60 in attendance in south
west Oklahoma needs full-time minister. Applicant 
must be self·starter and aggressive as there are no 
elders. Lots of potential in this agriculturally oriented 
town of 2,000, plus a large trade territory. An esti
mated 1SO from this area are members. We offer com
petitive salary for this area and will provide nice, 
comfortable older home and other benefits. Please 
reply to Carnegie church of Christ, P. 0. Box 540, 
Carnegie, Ok. 7301S." 
RECEIVE VISA, MASTERCARD, and others. No credit 
check. free details. Public Credit Service 602·949·0276 
Ext. 275. 
Preacher desires to relocate. Harding Graduate with 
gt,.J~5.:J~~~· Married, three children. Experienced. 

JOB INFORMATION: DALLAS, Houston, Overseas, 
Alaska, $20,000 to $50,000 possible. 602·998·0426 
Dept. 0566. Phone Call Refundable. 

THE FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST, 
BUT THE REAPERS NEED YOUR HELP! 

Missionary in New Hampshire seeking support. I am 
32, Married with 2 children. Over 12 years experience, 
S in this area. The congregation Is growing and active 
but cannot provide my support. As I wish to stay 
and continue working here, Outside support is needed. 
Excellent references available. Phone: 1·603·S36-2125 
or write: Paul Bullock, 39 Pleasant St., Plymouth, New 
Hampshire 03264. · 

MATURE PREACHER AVAILABLE 
Married, 48 years old, 25 years experience. Prefer 
congregation with elders. Resume and references 
furnished on request. Contact: R. D. Eddy, 31 W. 10th 
Street, Belvidere, II. 61008 or call 815-544-20S2. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693·2172. Joyce Cawood, 7S43 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
SMALL ESTABLISHED KANSAS CITY AREA CONGREGA· 
TION WISHES CONTACT WITH POTENTIAL FULL-TIME 
MINISTERS. WRITE OR CALL: NORTHWEST CHURCH 
of CHRIST, 8017 NW. HAMPTON ROAD, PARKVILLE, 
MO. 64152. Phone 816·891-0631. 
PREACHER NEEDED: In Concord, N. H. Congregation 
of about 120. Have full support. Experience a must. 
Good dynamic speaker to work under elders and with 
a full-time personal work minister. Send resume, tape 
and picture to Andrew Ashland, 33 Manor Road, 
Penacook, N. H. 03303. Phone evenings (603) 753-4166. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '1:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. '195-2811. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••. and help the church gro~' too! 

•2°/o to IS0/o 
Compounding Beats Inflation! 

See How Your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT H.R. 10 (Keogh) 
S::t,ooo Invested Per Year* $151000 Invested Per Year* 

Alter Investment @ 12.% @ 15% After Investment @ 1<ll% @ 15% 
5 years $10,000 $14,378.59 $15,757.75 5 years S75,000 $107,839.36 $118,183.5e, 

10 years 2.0,000 40,12.8.4e, 48,2.34.88 10 years 150,000 300,963.2.e, 361,763.54 
::to years 40,000 168,8::t5.77 2.53,1::t9.4::t 2.0 years 300,000 1,2.66,193.38 1,898,481.15 
30 years 60,000 581,575.37 1,12.3,491.42. 30 years 450,000 4,361,817.33 8,4::t6,::t::t8.45 

The proJection• u•ed In the table• above are ba•ed on current rate• and are •object to chanse. 

*Effective January 1, 198%: Any wage earner may invest up to S:Z,OOO per year ..• TAX· 
SHELTERED ••. in an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), regardless of existing plans. Also, 
investments to Keogh (H.R. 10) Plans may be increased to $1S,OOO per year. 

TAX·SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEO~H PLANS invested in 
mortgage church bonds are currently earning 
interest at 1%% to 1§%. 
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• No comml .. lon cha rsn 
• Immediate and future tax beneDt• 
• You lnvnt for younelf and In 

church arowth, too 
• Ideal plan to coualder for your 

mlulater'• retirement 
• Trauaferrlna your exbtlus plan to 

Truat Company of America, could 
lncreaae your retirement lucome 

Truat Company of America 
S408 Bell · Box 8183 

Amarlllo, Texas 79109·1005 
(806) 358·2.491 

Please send Information on the: 

D Keogh Plan (SeU·employed Retirement Plan) 
D I.R.A. (Employed persona Retirement Plan) 
Name ___________________ ___ 

Addreas --------------------------------------
City ________ State ____ ZIP-----

Phone No. ---------------------------------
(Day) (NIIht) 

Tl'Wit Company of America, P.O. Box 8183, Amarillo, 
Texas 79109·1005, (806) 358·2.491 f 

Thl• announcemeut b not an offer to sell nor a •oUcltatlon of an 
offer to buy tbne •ec:urltle•. The oHerlna b made by the 
Pro•pectua. 
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- More than 1,000 preachers, el~ers, an~ deacons enjoyed a 
barbecue dinner Tuesday evenmg durmg the ACU Annual 
Bible l ectu reship, Feb. 21-24, 1982. When aske~ about lon
gevity of service as preachers or elders, several m both roles 

f 

had served the church for 50 years or more, indicative of the 
depth and strength o f church leadership. Speake r _for the 

' event was Dr. William J. Teague, newly elected presadent of 
, Abilene Christian Unive rsity. (for more about the ACU l ee
[ tureship, see the center pages of this issue.) 

Austin, Texas, March 16, 1982 
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Church Building 

Notions c::ome and go. Right now we are on a 
"Church growth" binge. Everyone is brainstorming on 
how to make the church grow. 

Which raises a. question in our minds: who is it that 
makes the church grow? 

In Matthew 16, jesus said, ". . . I will build my 
church." Most of us are strongly opinioned that he really 
meant, "I will start" my church, then it is up to you 
Christians to build it." We, personally, believe jesus 
meant what he said. He builds the church, we don't. Not 
only did he begin it; he builds it. Sometimes we think 
we do. 

As Christians mature into the image of Christ the 
~hurch grows. When we are lax about perfecting Christ 
m ourselves the church quits growing. When we dili
gently strive to let his word dwell in us with all wisdom I 
and thus perfect his image in our lives, the church grows 
naturally. One cannot, by thinking, add one inch to his 
own stature, and we cannot by simple mechanical plan
ning add an inch to the stature of the body of Christ. 
Growth comes naturally when we eat the right food and 
and take the right exercise-physically or spiritually. 

The body grows by that which every joint supplieth. It 
builds itself up in love as each exercises his own gift to 
the profit of all. But all of this is Christ's work in us to 
the glory of the Father. He builds his church. When 
t~e lord builds, he builds a body. Our mechanics result 
in a denomination; his careful building resuts in an un
denominational, non-sectarian church. 

Both the sturcture and the doctrine of a church that 
men build differs radically from the structure and the 
doctrine of the church that Christ builds. This is why 
one cannot be a Christian in a denomination. He finds 
himself as out of place there as a fish out of its native 
element. The word of God, which one accepts in faith 
before he becomes a Christian, thoroughly furnishes 
him unto every good work. In this way jesus builds him 
up into his own likeness. When an individual or a con
gregation chooses to stand on the word alone only two 
options are available: Either structure and doctrine will 
be denounced in favor of being simply a jesus molded 
New Testament individual or congregation, or there will 
be a continued drift further into the structures and doc
trines of men. There is no such thing as a New Testa
ment Christian permanently enmeshed in a sectarian 
fellowship. 
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It is the task of Restoration to see to it that sincere: 
honest souls who want nothing else but to please th 
lord and to be like him are allowed to choose him ov~e 
any denominational alignment. These constitute th·~ 
one church established by jesus and built (up) by him:· 

The reason why the church is not growing today is . 
that we are trying by our programs and church me~;. 
chanics to make the church grow. We are neither feed.: · 
ing it the diet or encouraging the exercise that would· 
really make the church grow. We are producing expan'i. 
sion in some instances rather than growth, and are cul
tivating a religious club rather than a spiritual body. 

A Christian does not have to have a "brotherhood" to 
exist. We become Christians by the new birth without 
the midwifery of the church. We are products of th~;· 
work of God through his word in our hearts. Brother~: 
hood exists simply because individuals find themselve'J 
in the same position. We are brothers because of ttl~·· 
common fatherhood of God. Power politics mak~~ 
brothers strive against each other, but the same faitH; 
makes even strangers brother. No Christian should feel: 
the need of a power base of orothodoxy. The one aim". 
should be to "know him and the fellowship of his suf~. 
fering." I care not whether I am out of step or in ste·p·:: 
with the "brotherhood," but I do care whether I am 
"found in Christ, not having a righteousness of my owrt·: 
but that righteousness which is by faith in Christ jesus/r 

"Unless the lord build the house ~hey labor in vain 
who build it." Perhaps we should submit to the lord'§~ 
building of his church. He can do th'e job better than· 
we can anyaway. If we become less concerned with prcr 
ducing an artificial growth by our mechanics, and be
come more concerned with Jetting the lord have hi$ 
way with us we would probably see more church 
growth in the next ten years than we have ever seen be~:; 
fore. A lot of gaps would disappear in the process and. 
th~ unity of the spirit and the bond of peace might cast 
its radiant glow around us. Our ways haven't worked~··., 
Maybe the lord's way would. When we put godlines~;; 
into outward shape-:-Christianity into action-the Lordi. 
will build his church. ~f i 

-· 
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~;:~.0 Worship, Service, and the Christian Assembly 
!;;:~·;':. Worship is central to the life of the 
•,:Y/· Christian: this is a fact accepted by all. 
:?.;Y ·Yet we often disagree on what we mean 
r.,.'···. br worship, some saying that it is a way 

:·' o life, involving all we do, and others 
~! :> saying it takes place only at the ap-
1:::'.;. poi~ted meetings ~f the. church. Some 
: ::.,: .. beheve our 11Worshtp servtces" to be the 
,:::('~:::core of Christian activity, while others 
'.'·.;·~·.·consider them somewhat incidental to 
:.>·:~he Christian. life. A clearer understand
.•~ ::'·lng in these matters can be achieved by 
:.:{,.·an investigation of worship, service, and 

· ·.t· the assembly as seen through the pages 
. of the NewT estament. 

Worship 
Worship, as the word is used in the 

New Testament, has no tangible bene
ficial by-products; it does not feed the 
hungry, clothe the poor, or take care of 

.. widows. Worship is between creature 
and Deity. In none of the sixty appear
ances of proskuneo does the word im
ply a way of life, benevolence, or con
formance to religious ritual. It always 
denotes adoration, mixed with humility. 

Worship was a natural part of the 
early Christians' lives, whether they were 
together or apart, manifesting itself pri
marily in three ways. The first was in 
the hr,mns, by definition "songs of 
praise. ' Every song which has been 
preserved for us from the first few cen
turies of the church is a song of praise. 
Our current emphasis on songs of en
couragement, hope, sentiment, and fel
lowship, al.ong with our tendency to 
emphasize the music of our songs 
rather than the texts, makes it difficult 
for us to appreciate the intensity with 
which the early Christians worshipped 
as they sang hymns. 

The seeend area of worship was in 
spoken acclamations of praise, which 
must have interspersed the vocabulary 
of believers. Paul's letters gave us some 
insight into the sort of rhapsodic paeans 
which were threaded into his conversa
tions and writings. The descriptions of 
the early Christians is a description of a 
people who often directed their atten
tion heavenward, not with a perfunctory 
"Praise God!" but in thoughtful worship, 
announcing the wonderful greatness of 
the Godhead. 

Finally, they worshipped in prayer. 
Paul's prayer in Ephesians 3:14-21 is one 
that he might have prayed on his knees 
before writing it. Their prayers were not 
simple recitations of needs and ac
knowledgements of blessings; they were 
occasions to come before the throne of 
God, as individuals and as the assem
bled body of Christ, to describe and 
praise the attributes of the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit. 

Service 
The relationship of servant to master 

is expressed in the Greek lat~euo and its 
derivatives. Though sometimes trans
lated "worship," it is more often ren
dered as 11service" and is used to 
describe "the carrying out of religious 
duties." Worship and service are re-

CLIFF GANUS Ill 

sponses and responsibilities of the 
Christian, the first carrying a greater 
connotation of praise, the second of 
action. 

Latreuo carries the idea of a way of 
life, of activity. It sometimes refers to 
the religious rituals of the old covenant. 
Paul recognized that the latreuo of the 
Jew involved sacrifices, and he internal
ized the concept in Romans 12:1: "I 
beseech you ... that ye present Y,OUr 
bodies a living sacrifice ... your logtken 
latreia." That is, we give ourselves to 
God as a mental act of service, a reason
able ritual. Christian service involves 
acts of obedience which result from a 
person's total dedication to God as a 
freewill offering. Obedience without 
mental assent is not a part of the new 
covenant. 

Assembly 
When we consider the purpose of the 

Christian assembly, we do so with cen
turies of tradition influencing our 
thoughts. We have been conditioned to 
believe that we are to come together 
for a "worship service." We generally 
understand our primary function to be 
worship, and we assume that every
thing between the opening prayer and 
the closing prayer fits in that category. 

The first-century Jewish Christians did 
not have this particular understanding. 
Their assembly w~s largely patterned 
after the Jewish synagogue, which was ·a 
place of worship, to be sure, but also of 
fellowship, learning, discussion, and 
education. The synagogue was some
thing of a social center. 

In New Testament accounts of the 
early church, we read of no time when 
disciples assembled just to worship. In 
the second chapter of Acts we find that 
they were together on a daily basis, 
sharing fellowship and food, praying, 
and discussing· the teachings of the 
apostles. In I Corinthians 11-14 we find 
the church celebrating a fellowship 
meal and engaging in mutual edification 
with the assistance of the Spirit. Worship 
was a part of the assembly, but it was 
not the totality. 

· Would it be possible and helpful for 
us to change some of our terminology? 
When we use the term "worship ser
vice," we throw the momentum of 
centuries of Catholic and Protestant 
tradition into action. The term implies 
that the meeting is, in itself, the work 
and service of the church. It implies 
that anything which is too mundane to 
be called "worship" is inappropriate. 

It's no wonder that many folks con
sider such meetings to be Irrelevant to 
their lives. Paul might very well ha:ve 
felt the same way. The meetings of his 
time were not sterile; rather, they pro
vided occasions for remembering the 
problems and persecutions of the world, 
and learning to deal with them; for 
sharing insights and difficulties; for cele-

brating together the glories of the new 
life; for enjoying families, and the 
growth and achievements of children. 
They were times when the Christians did 
together what they had been doing 
separately the rest of the week. 

Perhaps one reason we persist in 
calling our meetings 11WOrship services" 
is because we have developed a the
ology which emphasizes five "acts of 
worship." We believe that when we 
sing, pray, give, preach, and eat the 
Lord's supper in the course of our as
semblies, we are worshipping; and we 
just as firmly believe that we worship 
only when we do these five things. 

Viewed in the light of New Testa
ment teachings about worship, this 
understanding appears fallacious. If wor
ship is proskuneo, bowing in praise and 
adoration,- then we engage m it only 
when we sing, ·pray, and acclaim the 
greatness of the Godhead; and even in 
our songs and prayers we are often 
more concerned with petition than 
praise, with exhortation rather than 
adoration. 

If we use the term "worship" to refer 
to latreuo, or "service," then we can 
certainly include giving, eating the 
Lord's supper, and preaching in the 
classification. But a fellowship meal 
could also be included, justified by 
teaching and example; and other activi
ties involving instruction, information, 
benevolence, and encouragment would 
be appropriate. We were not called to 
be Christians in order to support the 
church meeting; rather, we are to as
semble in order to fulfill our own needs. 

As we change the way we think about 
ourselves and our assemblies, we may 
be forced to admit that a change in the 
form of our meetings may be in order. 
It is a fact that many members of the 

· church of Christ can attend every meet
ing for years and y~t not speak to. a 
brother or sister a smgle ~ord of spir
itual substance. If we des1re to follow 
the Biblical example of mutual edifi~a
tion with individual members bemg 
trai~ed for the work of service (surely, 
that means serving each other in addi
tion to serving the world), we should 
make allowances for a greater amount 
of individual participation in our 
meetings. 

We claim the desire to restore New 
Testament Christianity, but our actions 
and teachings sometime~ belie that 
claim. Perhaps we have fa1led to take a 
fresh unbiased look at the sort of body 
that ~ctually existed while the ap~~t!es 
were actively teaching, wh?se a~ttvtttes 
and assemblies are descnbed m the 
writings of the New T~stament. We 
might just find that breakmg away from 
the traditions of Christendom and re
turning to the examples of the early 
believers would help us to pr<?duce an 
assembly of Christians that is vttal, rele
vant, active, and blessed by the Father. 
Box 877, Harding University, Searcy 
Arkansas 72143 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"Messengers of Good News" 
0. H. TABOR 

From a careful ·study of the New Testament it is plain to 
see that God expects his people to be messengers of good 
news in their community. They should maintain an enlight
ened interest in matters that affect their fellow men. jesus 
said to his disciples, "You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hid ... You are the salt of the earth." 
Here Jesus sets his disciple out, high on a hill, to shine before 
the world to save and to serve the community. The Christian 
man is a public man, for God has made him such and his in
fluence for good must not be lost. One cannot live the Chris
tian life in a corner. 

Jesus taught, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
Any person who obeys this Divine injunction must serve and 
help his neighbor. He must seek his neighbor's welfare. He 
must desire his neighbor's good. He must work to better his 

.neighbor's conditions. When his neighbor weeps he must try 
to comfort. When his neighbor rejoices and prospers he must 
be gfad .. and not envious. Such careful Jiving calls for a ready 
hand in all the good and righteous affairs of community 
life. It calls for public living, not for a cell block existence. 
Some have had the idea, it seems, that when one becomes 
a Christian one is then and there shut off from the world; to 
have no part, no mission and no contact. 

jesus warned about saluting our brother only. Jesus, our 
Lord,· belonged to humanity, not to any race, clique or clan. 
He was servant of all and taught men and women who fol
lowed him to be servants. He said, "He that is greatest among 
you shall be your servant." He came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister." The never-dying principles, that he 
taught, are adaptable to the whole man and tend to make 
"all things new." The Christian must show that Christianity 
is profitable unto all things. 

It is the Christian's duty to help in the creation of a so
ciety in which justice, equality and truth prevail. It is our 
duty to oppose and to help abolish, in our society, poverty, 
greed, graft, crime and oppression. In our land today, pov
erty-striken, disease-laden, uneducated masses cry out for 
liberation. Shall we, of all people who claim to know the 
principles of jesus Christ, stop our ears and close our eyes 
to the needs of these people? Shall we say it is not our re
sponsibility, in the face of the first message of Jesus in 
Nazareth?" The late, judge G. A. Graham, who believed in 
the principles that jesus taught, said these words. 

Christianity demands justice, freedom and a creative abun
dant life. These demands, which find echo in every normal 
human being we meet, sprang naturally and inevitable from 
the attitude of the Founder of Christianity towards indi
vidual men and women, and towards the goal of human 
society. To him, every man was of infinte worth irrespective 
of color, race or sex. jesus makes this claim for man with 
simple objective directness. 

Common humanity was of utmost importance to jesus. It 
was something transcending race, religion and wealth or so
cial status. The story of the good Samaritan leaves no doubt 
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as to the meaning of jesus in this matter. Priest and Levite- , 
the clergy of the day-see a man in need on the roadside and , .· 
leave him there, making 11Church" and "ceremony" an ex
cuse for the neglect of common humanity, they failed to see , 
the Master in the person of a needy man. 

True Jove gives, for "God so loved that he gave his Son." 
Love gives, helps, cares, and is more than a mere sentiment 
or some sort of gleeful feeling. To be a lover often brings . · 
one to bear a cross. jesus even loved those who did not love 
him. He prayed for those who did not pray for him. True 
Jove means sometimes to bear a cross. Love does not make;~. 
one proud and heady and to stand above his fellows and .; 
expect to be served rather than to serve. :a 

Jesus scorned the false religionists of his day who, because 
of pride, ignored the needs of human society. His righteous 
indignation flared when he saw the well to do, socially am- · 
bitious guests scramble for the upper seats and ignore the 
feastless crowd. One can't, with God's approval, look up to 
heaven with assurance of being heard as long as he refuses 
to give, serve, help and encourage those who are needy. 

The religious people of our day, who think that they can ,· 
please God by rituals, ceremonies, and fashionable standards . , 
to the neglect of the weightier matters of mercy and justice, ·. 
ought to read the reason for Sodom's downfall. It was not al
together the immorality, so often stressed, But God said, 
"Behold this was the guilt of Sodom. She and her daughters 
had pride, surfeit of food (excess, glut, superabundance of · 
food), but did not aid the needy and poor. They were 
haughty and did abominable things before me." 

National greatness, glory and strength are only guaranteed 
to a people who lived righteously. Gosi said, "Righteousness 
exalteth a nation." Again, "Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord." All men in this nation are our neighbors and 
every man's welfare-the welfare of his family-the com
fort, peace, prosperity and safety depend upon all the leaders. 
and people who make up this· nation and every Christian is a 
part of it, whether he thinks so or not. The principles of 
Christianity are certainly applicable to public affairs. Right
eousness, honesty, purity and supreme regard for God Al
mighty can find expression in national, economic, com
mercial and social planning and in foreign affairs. It would be 
good to ask ourselves what impact or impression are we 
really making upon the world today? The nation must have 
a heart to help and hands to supply the needs of its people, 
who are helpless, poor, sick, and discouraged. The church 
would not be losing members if all the people, who claim to 
follow Jesus Christ, could see where he wants to lead and 
follow him as Master and Lord of their lives. . . 

11May he liberate the needy who cries for help, the op- ;~{: 
pressed poor whom no one else cares for. May he manifest .~;:f 
compassionate solidarity with the poor and needy and save .'l':: 
the lives of the needy. May he redeem their lives from tyran- .''1& 
nical oppression and from institutionalized violence. May G~.: 
their lifeblood be precious in his eyes" (Psalm 72:2-4; 12.14). ~ 
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Sabinal's Directory for 1910 
HULEN L. JACKSON 

:~b··:: The other day a friend handed me a membership direc
~\··'\tory for the church of Sabinal, Texas in 1910 when the 
·::··;.P,ristian college there was thriving and I was surprised that 
<·,)a congregation published one that many years ago. Brethren, · 
,\~jC/Jhis directory actually had "ads" in it and commercial ones 
·::;:.~.at that. My guess would be that surely some brethren objected 

' for that may have the reason some members there refused 
.: .:·~to have their names included as is explained in the Fore
\ :word. Just maybe the very existence of such a directory and 
: ·;the paid ads in it would prove what some have always said 

~-~bout college-town churches being "liberal" and too "pro
. · gressive." Reckon? 

· B. Marks had a store "that saves you money" and the 
First National Bank "wants your business and will handle it 

. to your entire satisfaction" while Sabinal Mercantile Company 
contended "why buy the second best when the best costs 

· you no more" at the time The Woman's Shop was adver
tising their line of hair ribbon. Louis M. Peters said he had 
"everything good to eat and to wear" while at the same 
time F. B. Wofford advertised that he "handled buggies and 
does shoe work." The best of steak, pork, sausage" could be 
·Jound at the B. B. Market when Billings could and wanted to 

.. "Repair jewelry and make your watch run." It was interesting 
to me to learn that Favorite Millinery Store in Sabinal, while 
advertising as would be expected Choice Millinery, also han
dled "Tan No More" to remove freckles, tan, and sunburn 
but the real shocker came with the announcement that 
Cullins, Harvick, and Gault sold "first-class feed for man and 
beast." If you bought something at the Home Trading Co. in 
those days and aren't satisfied, take it back for they in writing 
promise to refund your money. The church directory says so. 

Bro. Early Arceneaux was the college church preacher and 
. Bro. Isaac E. Tackett was their college president. Several other 
names I recognized because of my contacts years later. Never 
have I known a more brilliant man with a keener mind than 

· Arceneaux. A. R. Holton was a student and several Tacketts 
.. taught in the school. I noted the name of Mrs. j. H. Kuyken

dall whose funeral I conducted many years later in Dallas. 
· Dr. 0. F. Bonham did the church a favor in publishing this 

~. early-maybe the first one at least in Texas-directory. You 
would enjoy his foreword. 

"In 1902 Bro. Early Arceneaux, with the fellowship of five 
or six brethren and their families from Uvalde, and the 
feather-edge of a congregation here, conducted a series of 
meetings in a hall over what is now the livery stable. That 
was followed the next year by a tent meeting under the same 
auspices a few names having been added, the church, mean
while, meeting from house to house. 

About 1904, Brethren j. A. Driskill and B. F. Gilpin came 
.and were appointed bishops. Under their management the 
cause grew continuously, until the College was a certainty 
since which time the growth has been phenomenal and today 
we number something more than two hundred and fifty resi
dent members. Too much cannot be said in the praise of the 
determinea little band of followers of the lowly Nazarene. 

Without any hope of earthly reward, recognizing the fact that 
this church is 'everywhere spoken agarnst,' knowing full well 
that 'if any man will live godly in Christ Jesus he shall suffer 
persecution,' they 'put on the whole armor' and went into 
the fight. And there they stayed not only wielding the sword 
of the Spirit, but giving of their means enabling others to 
carry on the battle here and at other places. And the good 
work still goes on. 

In order to get into closer touch with each other for any 
laudable purpose, that we may know each other better and 
love each other more, it is though_t a 'directory' will be a 
great help. In a work of this kind, and in a town like Sabinal 
many difficulties are met--some of them almost insur
mountable, and in this particular instance the obstacles have 
been peculiar~ 

To make plain all the hindrances would be to write a 
history of the church covering a period of eight or ten years 
which would be inappropriate later. Suffice it to say: the con
gregation is largely composed of persons from many widely 
different parts of the state and from several other states of 
the Union. Regarding all expedients of the one Body, all 
have brought with them the views peculiar to the section 
from which they came as well as many varying opinions con
cerning the social proprieties. For instance, one has been 
taught that it is bad manners to look back after one has been 
seated in church; another has been reared in a community 
where nothing is thought of it. Again, one thinks it ill bred 
to talk while the speaker is on his feet-another will act al
most as if he were at a picnic. It all depends on one's home 
training and social environments. 

It is the same iri church expedients and customs. It seems 
odd to one, whose previous congregation reverently kneeled 
while giving thanks for the bread and wine, and sat while 
they partook of them, to find a church standing while both 
giving thanks and partaking. Some think a letter of com
mendation from the church one is leaving to the church to 
which one is going, or to the brotherhood at large, is inap
propriate and tinscriptural. Some even think this directory a 
kind of innovation and therefore, with good conscience, re
fuse to allow their names to appear on its pages. Right here 
let me say that some of the names are taken from the old 
church register in possession of the Elders whom we now 
take occasion to thank for their co-operation. 

Another unavoidable deficiency is the absence of many 
street addresses. Our thoroughfares not being posted, many 
are unable to give the name of the street on which they live. 
No street numbers appear for the good reason that no house 
on any street in town is numbered. All these, and other diffi
culties have militated against a finished product, but we 
entertain the sincere hope that our feeble efforts will stimu
late and enchance the social relations of the brotherhood 
which is the prime object of 

The Editor 
Sabinal, Texas, January 1, 1910. 
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Some Strengths and Weaknesses of the Church Today ·.~ 
It is. always very diffic~lt to l~ok ~t BILL FLATT along wit~ th~ m.an is th~own out. Thi~~ 

both s1des o! any quest1on, w.h1ch IS sort of thmg 1s d1scouragmg scholarshi ,-{ 
what I am trymg to do today. It 1s often in the c~urch. We need to encoura ~:~ 
easy to see !h~ weaknesses but some- The wealth of members. I can remem- scholarsh1p with the idea that no man Yn/i 
what more d1ff1cult to se~ the strengths. ber. when it was popular to preach his scholarship is perfect. But to follow}~ 
Or, perhaps there are t1mes when we agamst wealth. Very few people in the !he rule of saying that one man's ideas\~ 
can see the strengths and not the weak- church had any wealth, and we al- 1s as good as the other's and of beingii 
nesses. Of course, there are always most always had very inexpensive highly critical of every mistake that:~: 
weaknesses and strengths. buildings. We tended to think that that everyone makes is to follow a suicidal> 

Strengths was the way it had to be, but things course. We cannot make the kind 0 fj: 
We have come a long way during my have changed. There is a lot of financial progress we need to make without 

lifetime. I can remember inexpensive ~otential in the church today. Almost any serious study of the Bible and Bible;.--~ 
buildings, churches without regular ttme that a congregation sets financial related subjects along with the publi-_,: 
preachers, and baptisms in the creek. ·goals for projects, these goals are met. cation of results. Let's encourage our~~ 
One wonders how God continued to There is often more money available preachers and other members toward<. 
work through some of the difficulties than was realized. This represents a lot serious investigation of Bible and Bible-.:~ 
that were there, but somehow he did. I of potential for various ministries that related topics. · ,]:~ 
would like to mention four strengths: might be attempted today and in the A spirit of divisiveness. I wish it were'' 

The scientific planning of missions. future. Goals .can be set and met for the not so, but there are still divisive spirits · 
During the last few years, there has been purpose of helping in missions, in edu- among us. While it is right to be against,,; 
an increased effort to scientifically plant cation of ministers, and in various other error, it is wrong to be divisive in our} 
new churches both at home and abroad. worthwhile endeavors. This is indeed an efforts to pick all the tares out of the ·: 
One example of this is the work of asset in the church today. wheat. We need to strive for unity, to be:~ 
Ellis Long in Brazil. A number of years The personalization of religion. I very careful not to divide the body of'·; 
ago, he began working to encourage doubt if there was ever a time when Christ over every issue that comes up.--~·· 
the sending of a team of missionaries people in the church just went through We often have done that. Issues all the ·' 
to several of the larger cities in Brazil. a form of religion. We know that there way from one cup to the orphan home·: 
At this time, that mission has been ac- is more to religion than just going have been able to split us. It is a shame 
complished, and there are churches in through certain forms and steps al- that we could not have handled these 
all of these cities. There is now a con- though th•ese forms and steps are im- · situations so as to have remained 
tinuing effort to plant churches in other portant. We need to make our religion united. 
large cities in Brazil. Not just one person practical. It should be applied to our The lack of leadership. All of us know 
is sent but an entire team of six or lives. I believe that this is being done that we are somewhat vulnerable in -
seven families at a time. They work to- today. People see that God can help many congregations at this point. Some 
gether and establish a significant work them in dealing with their setbacks in elderships are strong, others weak. Many : 
within a few years. life, in their struggles. People through- lack the vision that is required for the 

Dr. Mac L/nn of the Harding Gradu- out the brotherhood seem to be apply- church to expand its borders and for . 
ate School o Religion is doing the same ing their religion in a subjective way to each member to be nurtured to grow in 
thing presently for domestic missions. their lives as well as believing in it as the Lord. Sometimes selfishness gets in 
He has made an extensive census of objective reality. This makes religion the way. We are interested in building 
churches of Christ and therefore knows come alive and become relevant to each up our congregation but not interested 
where we are weak and where we are individual in the church. They know in the kingdom anywhere else. We used • 
strong. He is encouraging stronger that they have a vertical relationship to start a lot of new works by encourag- -
churc_hes to send teams of workers to with God, and this is very meaningful ing a few members to go out and begin 
various strategic points where the to them as they walk hand in hand with preaching in a school house or in some 
church is weak throughout the United him daily. other building. Often today such ef-
States. This will pay big dividends in the Weaknesses forts are discouraged. It might ta~e 
years to come. It is not a hit and miss Even though I would like to stay on some members away from our congre-
affair but one that is scientifically the strengths because there is so much gation. Our vision as leaders must be 
planned and executed. Within thirty to talk about on that point, 1 will turn broader than the congregation where 
years this sort of planning and work will now to some weaknesses in the church we serve. W-e need to look out on the 
produce great results for the church as today. The church has never been per- fields and see that they are white unto 
the borders of the kingdom are ex- · feet. The church at Corinth had many harvest. We need to not just count noses 
panded throughout the world. problems, but God did not give up on but to ask the question of whether or 

The education of ministers. I can re- them. They were still in the church of not all of the people under our leader-
member when it was out of style for a God at Corinth. ship are growing as they should in the 
pre~cher to admit that he was educated. Some of the weaknesses I would men- Lord. 
People somehow thought that some- tion in the church today are as follows: The tendency to follow men. We 
thing was wrong with you if this were The debunking of scholarship. In spite have always said that we follow the 
the case. However, that is not so today. of the fact that ministers are becoming Bible, that it is our blueprint. This is a 
Many ministers are completing college better educated, there is still a spirit in noble ambition, but it is not always 
and going on to complete graduate the church today of debunking scholar- followed. In ~lmost every ~plit i~ th~ 
school. They learn many facts and tools ship. As Charles Hodge recently said, a church, there IS a man who ts leadmg tt 
and sharpen .their skills in areas related well trained and dedicated brother may and a group of people who are follow
directly to their work in ministry. There do a lot of research, write a significant ing men rather than going strictly by 
has been so much that has happened book, and make a great contribution to the word of God. It would take a l<?t 
since the first century that it is absurd the cause of Christ by his work only to longer for divisions to take place, if thts 
for us to say that people in other walks have it highly criticized. He himself will were not so. Men, schools, and papers, 
of life should be well educated, but that sometimes become the object of ridi- have done a tremendous work for the 
ministers should not be. There are per- cule. What some brethren do is to look Lord, but they should not take the 
haps more than four hundred ministers through all of the pages that are of tre- leadership role that is designed for the 
and prospective ministers every year in mendous value until they find one or Bible itself. Men, schools, ~nd pap~rs 
accredited graduate schools throughout two mistakes. They then overlook all of plant and water. but Go.d gtves !he m
the brotherhood. I think this is a good the good in the book and blow up the crease. We need to contmue askmg the 
sign for the church of the future. mistakes they find. The whole book (Continued on page 11) 
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What the Restoration Movement Has Accomplished (3) 
for the N.T. ideal of a group Th h 

s who leads the congregation JACK LEWIS • oug there are doubtless exc~p-
time to time presented us with tl?ns, I have ye~ to s~e a congregation 

ms. We repeatedly find examples of the instrument, when they were not ~we an~ ess.ent1al gu1dance . to a work 
we fall short, and some become alre:ady one and the same persons, went mto .which It was not puttmg a sub-

equal than others. Diotrephes who their way together. stantlal sum of money. We hav~ l.et the 
~H61iecJ the .preeminence did not die out Meanwhile, missionaries were sent problem . of the . free. lance m1ss1onary 

first century. Furthermore, in out by coop~rating congregations apart ~eutstherus mto a s1tuat1o!' that .max look 
itan areas we are often plagued from the Soctety. Churches in Tennessee on paper, but m ~ea!aty IS not 
problem of those who would sent J. J. Trott to work with the Chero- b~tter. In some_cases the m1ss1onary gets 
dominion beyond their own kee l_ndians. j. ~· McCaleb was in Japan h1_s money and ~s .free to. do as he pleases 

n2re~c:ltio1ns. This may take the form of f?r faf!Y years a1ded first by congrega- Wl!hout. superv1s1on. H1.s ~lders _do not 
jorrtinE~ering preacher who wants to t10ns m Tennessee and Kentucky. The ~Uide htm at all. The .m1ss1onary as le~d

e care of all the churches , Reeses, the Shorts and the Merritts aided m&' the c~urches mstead of bemg 
be one congregation and its by Arkansas and other congregations guided by his elders. 
wish to put pressure on an- spent long lives in Africa, and there Nevertheless, our churches and our 

and its elders. I do not see in the have been too many others to enumer- missionaries are becoming conscious of 
and its elders. ate them here. h d f ~, . .r ... - •• -... II t e nee o better training. The colleges 

there are exceptions, the Fo owing the awakening a generation have missions' departments. Stress is put 
o:o~tnr::.tir'" Movement cannot claim any back of the possible problems in the so- on learning the language of the area 
~raor·oanary liberality on the part of its called "on.e man Missionary Societies," in which one plans to work. Courses in 

We keep the Lord's cause in th~ exped1ency . of a sponsoring elder- cultural anthroP.ology acquaint one with 
while we live in plenty. At the sh1p was recognrzed and it has been in- the problems arising from the culture of 

what generosity there is sisted among us that to raise funds a the area in which work is planned. We 
der1nor1str·atE~s in a very plain way that missionarx must have a sponsoring have missions' teachers who hold the 
enerouts. liberal giving on the first day congregation. Rather than his being a doctor's degree in ·their area of spe

week, apart from the many fi- free. lance person, and rather than cialization. Young couples have demon
,~~ancial schemes often used in religion, havmg one man missionary societies strated that team efforts can accomplish 

on the work of the church. among us, it has been insisted that the good results. All of these developments 
ln·c~nm•~ circles the plate is passed every missionary must be responsible to the are resulting in better screening to as

a gathering is held; such people e:Jders of on~ congregation. This prac- sure that the worker is suitable for the 
not understand how a program of t1c~ then ra1sed the question of the work and the area he has chosen; we 

a week giving can maintain a scnpturalness of cooperation. Some have fewer false starts; fewer mistakes 
:-:titr~onszreszation. Those who would set a brethren have felt that money could be are made on the field; and better work 

for each person to pay cannot sent directly to the missionary but could is being done. 
~~tJJndersta~1d how voluntary giving can not be collected b}' a sponsoring con-

Then there are the raffles, bingo gregation and then forwarded to him by We will continue to have our. prob-
,;v:J~arr•es, fairs, lotteries, and a hundred that congregation. In actual practice ex- lems to solve as long as men do any

hemes to raise money. We have cept in isolated instances those who thing, but the undeniable facts of the 
":·"•~ .............. , financed our own programs and have occupied this ·position have sent mission effort are that the local congre-

not begged the merchants and the out. ~ew missionaries; in practice their gations have selected their missionaries; 
whole community for support of that in position has left the heathen in dark- have seen that they had .. training; have 
·Which they do not believe. ness. We have now largely worked our- gotten them proper documents for ad
•.. In the last century when the Mission selves through the tensions of the co- mission into the areas they were sending 

:: .. s. ociety movement was getting into full operation question, though it was at the them to; and have maintained them 
· • • 11 1 t f b h f f 11 h" · there-all without the machinery of a swmg m a re igious groups, Campbell, cos o ~ . reac o e ows 1p m many mission society-all without the expen-

·. who had in the Christian Baptist in- commumt1es. 
· .sisted that the first century church Now we find ourselves often faced diture that the organizational machinery 
.mo~ed only in its congregational ca- with a situation that, from an expedience of a society consumes. The missionary 
·~.pacJty, began to press tne need of co- viewpoint, i~ unquestionably bad, is responsible to his own elders, and, 
· ...•. ·._ .. · .. o.peration among the churches for the though it is not at all a question that should he prove incompetent, the 

· th t f 11 h' h elders can of their own volition, without .... :.•.w.u.rpose of doing mission work. The out- rea ens e ows 1p. We ave congre- . 
. ~:come of his and other agitation was the gations who may be putting small sums spinning the wheels of a super orgamza-
··.\~~~ormation of the Mission Society with into a dozen baskets who will then plan tion, bring him home and can send 
{~1~e aged Campbell as President. Camp- large prqgrams to sponsor and hope someone else if they choose. 
:;~~pell's critics recognized that either his other congregations will finance them. With this policy in operation we now 
·./·~Position had changed from the stance · To be a ~~sponsoring church" is a sort of have congregations in every state of the 

':'<~::he had earlier occupied or that he had status symbol. It is just the sort of thing nation and on every continent of the 
\:(;been deceived and did not really grasp a live congregation must be doing. The earth. As 1 pointed out earlier, there 
:f}~vhat was taking place. congregation's energy is largely ex- remains more to be done than we have 
:~:;t The Society went thorugh a stormy pended in public relation efforts. From accomplished. But many mission works 
.:~~~istence without its being a flashing my viewpoint, speaking only about ex- earlier carried on by an individual con

success. Several fresh efforts attempted pediency, it is an evil for a congregation gregation, or by congregations co
to pump new life into it. The verdict of to sponsor .a work to which it gives little operating together without a society, are 
its contemporaries is that it spent much or no financial support. The congre- no longer mission works but are con-

. :-and accomplished little. Dr. J. T. Bar- gation becomes an organization to find gregations with their own elders and 
1.day was sent to jerusalem for ten years, funds among other congregations and their own missions' programs. All of our 
:,;;J. 0. Bearslee was sent to jamaica for becomes a forwarding organization; or, work aims at developing independent 
:>:.eight years, and Alexander Cross was the arrangement may be just a paper self-sustaining congregations active for 
',\sent to Liberia. Cross died two months arrangement. The prospective mis- the Lord. It is a most graphic demon-
.;after arriving at his place. Barclay and sionary says, 111 have my sponsoring stration that the Lord's plan will work 
Beardslee came home at the end of their congregation, but they cannot help 'me more efficiently for the end the Lord h!ld 
terms for lack of funds. When the di- financially." Put in the coarsest terms, it in mind than any human system Will. 
vision came in the Restoration ranks at means, "They are willing to turn me (More next week) 
the end of the century, those favoring loose on other congregations with my 
the Society and those favoring the use project." 1000 Cherry Rd., Memp_his, Tn. 38111 
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ACU Lectures: "A New Era in Wo1 
Lectureship 1982 at Abilene Christian Universi ty had some " un" qua lities 

about it-unseasonably warm and unusua lly wel l attended- perhaps with the 
first affecting the latter. More than 10,000 visitors enjoyed the 80-degree 
weather. 

Additional chairs were hastily set up on opening night to accommodate the 
4,000-plus almost-overflow crowd in Moody Coliseum w ho came to hear 
Jimmy Allen c;Jf Searcy, Ark., speak on " Persuading Men to Receive Jes us." ACU 
administrators agreed that it was the largest audience in the coliseum since its 
opening day in 1968. 

The 1982 ACU Lecturesh~p was also unusua l in that it coincided with the 
inauguration of Dr. William J. Teague as the ninth president of Abi lene Chris
tian University, Feb. 20. 

Traditionally, ACU students began the week-long event with three perfor
mances of Sing Song on Friday and Saturday. 

Centering on the theme of "A New Era in World Evangelism," speakers from 
across the nation examined various phases of the theme: Wendell Room, Abi
lene, " Li ft Up Thine Eyes"; Doug Koslowski, Miami, Fla., " Urban Evangelism"; 
Parker Henderson, Trinidad, West Indies, " The Fields a1e Whi le Unto Harvest" ; 
Elijah Anthony, M t. Laurel, N.J., " Obstacles to World E~angel ism"; Hilton Mer
ritt, Lubbock, Texas, " Lo I am W ith You A lways"; and Landon Saunders, Hous
ton, " The Twenty-first Centu ry Christian." 

Other major events running simultaneousl y with Lecturesh ip were the Chris
tian Counselors Seminar, the 1Oth symposium on Mass Communicat ion Evan
gelism, and the honoring of ACU's Outstanding Alumnus of the Year, Dr. John 
Paul Gibson, an Abilene pedi atrician. 

The ACU Board of Trustees also met and approved an operational budget 
of some $23 million, largest in the history of the Universi ty. The trustees also 
approved the severance of ties w ith its academic operation in Dallas, formerly 
known as Metrocenter and, later, ACU-Dallas. Dr. Douglas Warner w ill con
tinue as president of the new private academic institution which will be known 
as Amber University. 

LEFT: Dr. William J. Teague was il 
of ACU. ABOVE: Dr. J. P. Gibso 
standing Alumnus of AC_U. RIGa 
foca l point for much act1v1t~. F~ 
the 1982 student-produced s.ng ( 
social club for women. (BeloW) 
campus during the week. 



Evangelism" 

!d as the ninth president 
oored as the 1982 Out
.ecturesh ip tent was the 
(Top) Vocal wi nners of 

ded the Sigma Theta Chi 
le rnany classes held on 

The largest audience since the opening of Moody Coliseum 
assembled for the opening address of the 1982 ACU Bible 
Lectureship. Jimmy Allen, shown at far left, was speaker. 
Monday evening's speaker was Doug Koslowski, shown at 
fa r left below. 



Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 

per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop- r----------------
les nu• accepted. 

QUALIFIED PKBACHBKS NBBDBD 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 

BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERATURE DEGREE 
1\Jition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 

specific areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

iz>outbcastcrn j/jiblical 3jnstitutc 
:5545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia :xl:540 / 404-458-76:51/ E. Dale ~1cDim ie l. Director 

~---- - ----1 18th Annual Harding University 

Youth Forum I 
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April 9-10, 1982 

"Oh To Be 
Like Thee" 
The Youth Forum provides op
portunity for high school 
students to visit the campus 
and get a taste of college life 
and to hear messages planned 
especially for teen-agers. 

Joe Beam, minister of the 
Highland Church of Christ at 
Carriage Hills in Montgomery, 
Ala. , will be the fea lured 
speaker this year on the theme, 
"Oh To Be Lili.e Thee." 

In conjunction with the For
um, university students will 
stage the annual presentation of 
"Spring Sing." The lively, musi
cal variety show involved more 
than 800 students last year. 

Other highlights during the weekend will include performances by the Band, 
Chorale, Belles and Beaux, A Cappella Chorus and Time of Day. 

Admissions Office per.;onnel will be available to answer questions about 
Harding's program. A special faculty-student conference period is scheduled. 
Students and parents are invited to talk with department chairmen and begin making 
plans for higher education. 

Spring Sing 
The popular Spring Sing is held simultaneously with the Youth Forum. Presented by 
students, the variety musical involves several hundred club members representing 
their social dubs to perform original skits and songs. The shows this year will be at 7 
p.m. on Friday and at 3 p.m. and 7 p .m. on Saturday. The gala extravaganza has 
proved to be a popular attraction for Youth Forum attendants, alumni and other 
guests. 

(Visitors will need to follow the previous pattern of pl..nnlng in adv..nce to silly In the dor· 
mitory room of a friend on ampus. Although no adv..nce housing requests will~ h..ndled by 
the Admissions Office, housing will ~ provided for thMe unable to make arrangements. 
Assignments for those requiring accommodations wiU ~ made upon registration. All visitors 
should bring ~ddinl! ..nd towels for the weekend.) 

I 
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BUILDING? 
... Need Funds? 

JOIN HANDS WITH 
AN EXPERIENCED 

TEAM! 
. 23 Years Serving 

Churches of Christ 

Funding Over 
$250,000,000 

21 Full-Time Staff 
Members Directing 
Financial Services 

"PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
TO WORK FOR YOU !" 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Affiliat~d Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
{806) 352-5603 
We're planning to build ond need fund s. Please send 
FREE information on financing and "Why now is 
the lime to Build!" -

Name 

Addren 

Cily State Zip 

Individual's function in congregation 

Name of congregation 

Telephone-------------

(Clip a nd Mail - U.S.A. only) 
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soME STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 
OF THE CHURCH TO DAY 
(Continued from page 6) 

question that our brethren have asked 
for a long time: "Where does it say that 
in the Bible?" The longer it takes us to 
explain an argument, the more li kely it 
is to be fa lse. Is there a plain biblical 
statement that gives us authority to do 
what we are doing or to oppose what 
we are opposing? If there is, we ought 
10 stick with it. If there is not, we should 
back off and follow God rather than 
man, no matter w ho the man is. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

Let us try to look at our weaknesses 
and improve them. Let us maximize our 
strengths and go forward for the cause 

of the Lord. Working together, we can 
make a difference for the cause of 
Christ. 

---·-·- .- ·-·-·-·-- -----·- · -·- ·-·- ·---~ -

Recordex 1 

Regular $589.00 
Special Below 
Manuf. Cosi 

$459.95 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Duplicators 

Regular $1,795. 
. Special Below 

Manu"t. Cost 
'$1,224.95 

Recordex 345 
~--··········· · ································· · · ······································ · ······ 

(lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low noise, high ene rgy 
__ 60 minutes, low noise, . 49 per cassette (100 m inimum) 

90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette ( 100 m inimum) 
60 minutes, high energy, .59 per casstete (100 min imum) ___ _ 
90 minutes, high en ergy, .69 per cassette (100 minimum ) ___ _ 

Mail to: ChristiaA Book Hou se 
J . P . Kt:lly, 324 Weit Pa rk Ave nue 
Greenf tCid, IN ~6140 · 317·462· 3648 

Name 

O Check OMoney Order card • Address 
OVtsa OMastercard exp date 

Prior Payment Requi red Free Postage L~~~t~~s Ctty, State, Ztp F F 
..,_ . - . - . - . - . - . ·- . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - .. 

... a new monthly paper designed to edify 
teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 
Bible students. 

II shall be the sole purpose of this 
paper to launch an intensive Bible 
si\Jdy for spiritual development. We, 
as the editorial staff, shall strive to 
challenge and impr011e the exegetical 
abilities of concerned people by 
presenting articles chat cause us to 
think and sharpen our understand· 
ing or the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 
ration of the Holy Scriptures; the 
absoluteness of the saving power of 
the gospel of Christ. 

BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

r--------------------
I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
l ·year subscription). 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

I Name __________________________ __ 

I 
I Address--------------

l ·c· s Zi 1 tty, tate, P-----------
1 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas·76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

11 f11ll 



INCLUDE TOUR ZIP CODE old address as well as your new address 
Note to subscribers : Please give your when you move. 

Go With Brecheen/Faulkner 

British Isles Tour, August 5, '82 

Holy Land, August, 1983 

Couples, families, singles all ages 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi
lene, Texas 79699 

Carl & Smitty 
Send for Brochure 

Paul & Gladys 

Brown Trail School of Prear:hinq 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHIITEN, Administrator 
Two Year full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curri culum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established i[l 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bed ford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone: 817-282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-771 5 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS-AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
" V.A. Approved" 

Loc-ated in the Capital District of New York- For fu11ther 
information-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

r.._...._..._.._ __ .._.._ .. .__..._.._..._,.._...._ 
\ PEWS .•. New and Used · 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing 
J Write or call for free estimate. 

~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 
[ Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ...-----.......... ------~~ 

~--~------~~----~~--~~--

'

' Lea rn IaHw7n ~~u~~~!- !n?.~a~?n~Lship 
II 

Qualify to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK: 
lO R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for det ails to School of Personal Evange
l ism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn 

'

• 38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324: 
0120. NO TUITION. 

•!·-~~~-~~-~c~~~-.tl-t"-o~• 

ernplqyees 
Of= 

cba~<cbes OJ= CbRist:: 
rosaROrx:e ga<oap 

:tt 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

o Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) .. . ... . . . ........ $ 10,000 

o Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) . . . . . Calender Year 

o Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

o Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customart 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

o Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

o Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AN D EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
T his is not a contract, but rather a brief 
d escription for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving t he deta ils of 
coverage can be found in the group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"Serving the Need of Our Brethrerz 

Since 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-'MARCH 16, 191 



tCamper 
(Rally on 
'Saving 
.Souls 

Do You Like 
To Win Souls? 

Would You Like To 
Learn How-

By Doing It? 

Do You Enjoy 
Camping Out? 

Do You Like 
Camping With Christians? 

If your answer is YES, 
you'll enjoy CROSS -

Camper Rally On Saving Souls! 

COME TO HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, 
IN JULY, 1982! 

. Yes, another CROSS Rally is scheduled for July 
1 10-16, 1982. It is to take place in beautiful Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. Hot Springs is world-famous for its 47 
thermal springs. It is located in the mountains of 

, Western Arkansas, on the edge of Lake Ouachita, near 
Crater of Diamonds State Park, and is three minutes from 
Magic Springs, which. is located in Hot Springs National Park. 

While there is time for recreation and fun, it is winning souls 
I that draws scores of campers to participate in CROSS. Six hours of 

classroom training in the pavilion on the campground prepares campers 
and workers to reach out to the lost souls in the city that will be contacted 

, and taught the succeeding week. In-the-field training is provided during 
the week by those from the White 's Ferry Road School of Biblical Studies 
in West Monroe, Louisiana, and by previous CROSS . participants, 
who lead teams during the week of the rally. Brethren are trained how to approach strangers, how to bring up the subject of salvation, how 

1 to present the gospel, how to "close the sale," and how to keep the saved. And they learn by doing it! Then, they take home materials 
including a 90-page printed notebook, which is given to the camping participants. The notebook includes sections telling how to set up a 
similar campaign, how to present the gospel, and how to do effective follow-up work. 

The atmosphere at the rallies is positive and exciting, created by Christian love in action! There are nightly preaching, singing and 
Prayer sessions, which change lives and encourage brethren. 

If you like to camp out and you are either a soul winner or you want to become one, find a tent, rent a camping trailer, or drive your own 
motor firime and attend the rally scheduled for this summer. It'S sponsored by the Southside church in Hot Springs. Motels are also 

r av!l,ilable. Larry West directs CROSS. For a free brochure, write CROSS, P. 0 . Box 2000, West Monroe, Louisiana 71291. 

MORE THAN FIFTY HAVE BEEN IMMERSED 
AT CROSS RALLIES! 



Note to subscribers: P lease g ive your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you m ove. 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN'S HOM E is ac· 
cepling applications for houseparents and relief· 
houscparents. We can offer you a salary, Jiving 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, 
vacation and days off. For addit ional info rmation 
and application forms contact Joe H. Booth , Sr., 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1·505-863-
5530. 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

·(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plam to cboose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

H ealtb Rates guaranteed rmtil 
May of 1982 with rzo increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Cburches of Christ Foreign JIV orkers 
a1zd students in trainirzg for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
residerzt Americans 

Coverage good anywbere 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY Is committed to 
the belief that truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. should be pursued 
re lentlessly: that religious comm itment. 

which is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
c laim. call ing for a life of service. 

Write for: An Introduction to Seaver College 
which describes the academ ically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
University. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
in Business Administration. 

Commu nications. Humanities/Fine Arts. 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. Presiden t 

From Concept to Completion 
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L.L. Sams completes 
renovation in time for the New Year 

The congregation of University 
Avenue in Austin is now 

meeting in their 
completely renovated 

auditorium. These photographs 
show the L. L. Sams crew in the 

earlier stages of the job. 

Mr. Lanny H~nnlng~r, mlnlst~r. 

(l~ft) "nd Mr. G~org~ 
Ruth~rford , ~ld ~r. are shown 

taklns an actlv~ lnt~r~st In th~ proj~ct. 

Wh~n you b~gln planning your 
church r~novatlon, c"ll or writ~ 
L. L. Sams and Sons, r.o. Box 
1430, Waco , Tcx"s 76703, 
817/ 752-9751. No obllg"tlon, 
of cours~. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 16, 19Sl 



i~c~L~A~S~S~I __ F_I __ E_D_ 
1:•f'! Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especlall:r to accommodate congregations g{· ~r:;::e m:~:~g places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekinc preachon. Abo other 

._;:; ---B .. EAR....,...,_':'v""A_L_LE ___ Y_C_H_UR __ C_H_O_F_C_H_RI_S_T ____ P_re_a_c_h-er_w_a_n-te_d_w_h_o_i_s_s_o_u_n_d_i_n_th_e_d_o_ct-ri_n_e_f_o_r_a 

·; • SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES smal! congregation in central California farming com-
~.:",J,i• .. ·· Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions mumty. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
.; Exceptional Curriculum for Women salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor-
_,,.,,, ••approved for Veteran's training" co ran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
;~·;: Leonard M. Gray-Director Weatherford, Phone: 209-992·3200. 

'···.~·~:1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 For sale: Table top offset printing press, plate maker 
L':'i. , FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S and Varityper-$950.00 or best offer. Call (505) 445-
·,;:· .. southslde Church of Christ 1605 S. Trim- 2695 or (505) 445-2669. Church of Christ, Raton, N.M. 
·)•iC:IDier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone The Hillcrest Church of Christ, 1712 E. O'Neal St. 
i~ t&U-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 (P.O. Box 884) Gainesville, Texas 76240, is seeking an 
·· .. i''/p.)!., Wed. 7:00 P.M. associate minister-preferably between the ages of 25 
)'t DENVER. COLOBA.DO 802.28 to .. 40 years; four-year college degree-appropriate 
·~f:' LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST a:b1hty to sp_eak for the purp.o~e of teaching informa-

1. • :::t:· U5 So. Youngfield Ct. t1ve, lnterestmg classes and f1llmg pulpit wfien neces-
,.,. , Tele.: 988-1024 sary; plus ability to oversee educational program 
f.:. See Yellow Pages For Service Times If interested send resume to above P.O. Box. • 
. ;:;.' !'ranslation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister "PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
,·:.:·rjiu.INGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of of lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
. :;Hrving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to serve the church there (need by April 4). Home fur-

•' !aatlon's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
:~:/Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 Box 280, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
c'·,\.H. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation- 1·806/866-4474." 
:;.~ctions ph, 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a Preacher wanted small, young congregation in sunny 
;,~.t\Spiritual Feast. . Calif. Home & utilities furnished. Call 209·535-4339, 
?-/·ORA.THA.M, N. J., Fairmount and Southern write Ed Sisemore, Route 1, Box 136A, Terra Bella, 
7-{t)Jlvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, Calif. 93270. 
::ri.~~W YORK ClTY AREA. 2'01-635-6810 or Wanted: Preacher for Central Texas Congregation 

. [~01-635-2688. Send application by resume, mail to Church of Christ, 
.'(:ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF Box 544; Rosebud, TX 76570. 
:O: .. OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
. __ ·.relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 

'::.Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. preach 7So/o of time to military community. Full time 
;;;.-<Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. · support available by congregation. Position available 
·, · · BAY A.REA.. SCHOOL OF PIREAOHING November 1982. Previous experience under elders de· 
• · · u- sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen 1 (~; 11800 Dub.ua Road 52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NV, NV 09123. ' 

Plen•nnton, cautorubl 94568 
~-. · . James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Dlreotor Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
•"· ORS with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap-

' :.NOW W HIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur-
·-.-'BAWAIL Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
' ··church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii and within 500 miles of St. louis, Missouri and not 
( 96746. more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
: WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. louis, 

;':.·:.Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For MO. 63157. 
,:, more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert "Congregation with about 60 in attendance in south-
, /~rojg~~aham at 812 Bellfield Rd., KnoxviUe, Tenn. west Oklahoma needs full-time minister. Applicant 
. must be self-starter and aggressive as there are no 
·' LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA elders. Lots of potential in this agriculturally oriented 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST town of 2,000, plus a large trade territory. An esti-
12th and Hoover Streets mated 150 from this area are members. We offer com-

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & petitive salary for this area and will provide nice, 
6:00 P.M. comfortable older home and other benefits. Please 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: reply to Carnegie church of Christ, P. 0. Box S40, 
------=-:::;P,a;,:;;u::,.I.,;:H:;:;,a;:TPer, 473-8228. Carnegie, Ok. 73015." 

METRO-DENVER AREA Preacher desires to relocate. Harding Graduate with 
EnglewoQd Church of Christ, 
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Je.. Married, three children. Experienced. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

I. 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist JOB INFORMATION: DAllAS, Houston, Overseas, 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Alaska, $20,000 to $50,000 possible. 602-998·0426· 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207- Dept. 0566. Phone Call Refundable. 
989-2589; or 866-4883. ·Visitars Welcome •. Write about WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 

,newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
:i·.EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave.. home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
·:':U.S. -HO East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1- reservations (615) . 693·2172. joyce Cawood, 7543 
::~:·un. Bobby Wade, M:lu. 4'16-40tse. Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
:.:~·Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
"~;~J~81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
~-;,·10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '7:00 
·t'\~1~703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. P.M. Call 888-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. '795-2811. 
'!~~~EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. SMAll ESTABLISHED KANSAS CITY AREA CONGREGA-
l;::Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child TION WISHES CONTACT WITH POTENTIAl FUll-TIME 
;:.~alre staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene- MINISTERS. WRITE OR CAll: NORTHWEST CHURCH 
·:<fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Exeeu- of CHRIST, 8017 NW. HAMPTON ROAD, PARKVIllE, 

1 
''::tlve Director. at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, MO. 641S2. Phone 816-891·0631. 
1:::01' call 707/448-3557." WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 

.'.il.RELP IGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
-:;;;' .0. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. Abilene, Texas '79604. 
::~'!:'SUN CITY, OA.LIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, S03 N. Main, 
~·~•Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. Park Rapids, MN 5647Q-218-732·5105. 
. ' CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD PREACHER NEEDED: In Concord, N. H. Congregation 
(~68oo N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 of about 120. Have full support. Experience a must. 
~;· unday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM Good dynamic speaker to work under elders and with 
·. Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge a full-time personal work minister. Send resume, tape 
: Tel. (218) 463-6352 and picture to Andrew Ashland, 33 Manor Road, 
\~'PREACHER WANTED-US ~ilitaf'( . congregation. in Penacook, N. H. 03303. Phone evenings (603) 753-4166. 
)/{<alserslautern, Germany seekmg mm1ster for full t1me "Christian professional man, graduate of ACU with 
·· · evang I' r k b · · s f 1982 F r varied work background In educatiou, government and . ;. :.;~ e IS IC wor egmnmg ummer o . our yea the mlnl'stry l's aval'lable for immedl'ate employment. 

1 }';<commitment require(j, Well established congregation, 
?)~~If-supporting, located in largest us community out· Presently preaching full-time and would prefer preach· 
:~~ide USA. for details contact T. w. Siegfried, P.O. Box lng position but will consider any serious otter. Con-
,.:'';'179 APO N.Y. 09012. tact William G. King, Box 345, lamed, KS 67550 or 
':~.'Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches call 1·316/285-61 43." 
· ·~OOten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 625-2700 for CARINC • • • COMPASSIONATE CONCERN FOR THE 

. : .. :!!!!!.es and place of services. SICK encourages Christians in their quest to be like 
··.::CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS Jesus, particularly in ministering to the sick. For a free 
. .'FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED copy of this excellent resource book, write Caring-FF, 
, :;~ SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
~ :~.:~UME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF WANTED: Excellent American Standard Concordance. 

·•· .. ~h 1ST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78855. Pricel Mack Stirman, Rt. 1 Box 232, Chilton, TX. 
, ... ·.~ one: 512/348-3006. 76632. 

:·.·~>r 

YUMA., AB.IZ,. 851 W. 28th St. Sund8.7-
10, 11 a.m. &: 6:3-o p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST 
Presenting Seminars & Workshops on: Enhancing Com· 
munication; Building Better Families; Dealing With 
Anger & Anxiety; Common Sense Discipline For Par· 
ents & Teachers; Stress Management; or your topic. 
Presented by a deacon with over 1 0 years of crisis 
intervention experience. For an Interesting, humorous, 
and informat1ve presentation · contact: Roger Allen, 
Ph.D. 3331 Cameron, Tyler, Texas 75701, 214/595-0111. 
PREACHER WANTED for 280-member congregation 
with active bus and personal evangelism program. 
Send resume to Central Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
251, Cocoa, Florida, 32922, Attn: Walt Gilfilen. No 
Phone calls please. 
"SINCLE ACAJNf THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READING 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS· 
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR liFE. SINGLES 
BEYOND COLLEGE AGE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIAllY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN AlWAY5-SINGlE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 2925, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TEll 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
WE ARE lOOKING FOR A SPECIAl MAN for our 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the lord. This Is a unique "on the 
job" training program for potential full-time workers • 
Work with youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders, 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(806) 857-3561. 
Revelation Complete in 12 cassettes C·90's In royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on premil· 
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen l. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (918) 341-2926 

1982 WORLD'S FAIR VACATION! 
May 1 through October 31 for rent by day or week: 
2 completely furnished 3 bedroom homes, also 2 
completely furnished apartments. Only 8 miles from 
Fair. For reservations or information, call 615·693·2172 
or write Joyce Cawood, 7543 Beaver Ridge Road, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37921. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address a.s well as :your new address 
when you move. 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 28-July 2 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to histQrical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. Great 
Christian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "Christ in You, 
The Hope of Glory" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
Reuel Lemmons Steven Lemley 
M. Norvel Young Emily Lemley 
Helen Young Elza Huffard 
Larry Roberts Bijah Anthony 

Larry Van Steenberg 
WD C. Goodheer, Director 

r·············-··-······-···········• 
Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment . 

Name 

Address -----------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265-1585 
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Foundation 
School of 

Church Music 
June 7-18 

THE FACULTY 

HOLLAND BORING, SR. 
D·irectoT 

HOLLAND BORING, JR. 
BOB CONNEL 
TOM CHAPIN 
PAUL EPPS 

CECIL PRICE 

Under the able direction of s ix of •the finest singers the churC!h has h'Tiovvn, and trainers of young men 
without peer, the Foundation School of Ohurch Music is turning out accomplished young song directors. The 
effects of this school are being felt over 'bhe entir-e Southland. Most <Yf .these y·oung men will become churc:h 
leaders and officers. They receive excellent training in chur-ch leadership. 

Cost of Board, Room, Tuition and Fees for 2 Weeks $150.00 
Address All Mail to Foundation School of Music, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CONGREGATIONS 

Featuring Send us your young men and we will return to 
you not only song leaders, but leaders of young. 
people and leaders of the church for a lifetime. 
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Our 

Great 

New 

Book 

753 
Songs 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------- - - - -i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Enrollrnent in Foundation School of Music 

: Please enroll 
I 
I 
I 

: NAME _ __________ ADDRESS 
I 
I 
I 
I : CITY _______ _____ _ 
I 

STATE __ _ ZIP ___ _ 

! In the Foundation School of Chu1·ch Music for the 1982 term, 
: June 7-18. E nclosed please find $150 for t uition, room, and board. 
I 
j Signed.-------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------____J 
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, INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICA brought together these church 
leaders in a meeting .held at the Oak Hills church building in 
late January. joe Lee and Pat Hile, veteran missionaries from 
Guatemala team together to begin a training ~rograom for 
latins in San Antonio which will also include one ntat10n of 
missionaries planning' to work in Latin American countries. 
Further information may be obtained from Joe Lee, 10430 
Louisburg, San Antonio, TX 78245. 

Austin, Texas, March 23, 1982 
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Education vs. Indoctrination 

Doctrine is important. Sound doctrine is essential. 
But education in Christian principles is even more im
portant. We can be as doctrinally sound as any pharisee, 
but if we do not know how to be Christian with each 
other and toward the world it will profit us nothing. 

We need to educate rather than indoctrinate. People 
will do better when they know better. 

And much of education is a parental responsibility. 
It may come as a surprise to. the reader, but the Bible 
nowhere enjoins the church to teach children. That is 
the responsibility of the parents. We are growing a gen
eration of biblical illiterates not because the church is 
failing but because family Bible study has been aban
doned. little children should learn at a mother's knee 
and in a father's lap. 

The reason why the average church can't find elder 
material is not because our men have not been indoc
trinated; they have. But they have not really been taught 
to the extent that their purity of life comes naturally. 
How can they be role models for the young unless they 
have learned self-control, patience and wisdom? These 
are not doctrinal qualities. Adults in the church should 
be more than bored members (we spelled it right). They 
should set patterns in everything from Godly behavior 
to dress that other Christians could be encouraged to 
emulate. We can teach doctrine--and we should-but 
unless we educate the church to be Christian we keep 
producing a breed that will not and cannot produce 
Christians. We may be shrinking because of that. 

We need to educate the church to prevent things that 
don't have to happen. Our divisions come not so often 
over doctrine, but over dogmatism and nonessentials 
that are rooted in men who care more about power than 
about unity, love, and the spiritual needs of the church. 
They may be super-sound doctrinally, but uneducated 
and uncouth in the finer virtues. 

A California brother recently wrote us saying, "We 
have seen a church recently split wide open because a 
few men (elders) believe in a closed shop-secret meet
ings in which they issue edicts for the congregation to 
keep. They try to drive or intimidate instead of leading 
and teaching." Oh, how strong are the admonitions in 
the scriptures that we select for elders those who are 
able to teach 1 
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The de~dly poison of suspicion and distrust has been 
rampant m recent years. Some brethren feel no guilt at 
all m departing from the Biblical injunction against 
slander and misrepresentation. They send their tapes 
and printed speeches far and wide to destroy good men 
and good works. They are taking a heavy toll, largely 
because we are not teaching the church to turn awaf 
from such, and are not producing elders who either 
know how to, or are willing to, 'stop the mouths of gain.:. 
sayers. 

Many do not subscribe to our religious papers be~· 
cause they do not care to be taught. This is a great 
problem in the church. Our members do not care to be: 
taught, either in Bible class or from the pulpit. Some~~~ 
one last week told us of urging an elder to subscribe tb. 
one of our papers. The typical reply was, "I don't have .. 
time to read. I'm not interested." Where ignorance is 
bliss, 'tis fqlly to be wise. .:xF 

Think for a moment of which is worse: to be unsound-· 
doctrinally and exhibit a life so much like the Savior tha{~ 
the world would have to notice, or to be doctrinall~.; 
"sound" and live like the .world lives? We would not dis-< 
count doctrine, but would emphasize the need for .in~:~·, 
struction in righteousness that the man of God migh( -_ 
be complete-thoroughly furnished unto every go&d,-
work. Our weakness is not in doctrine. ::. 

i~f:. ·.; 

The educational program of the church is of great~~, 
importance than we realize. We wince every time we· 
hear someone say, ''There are too many hypocrites ·i~ 
the church." Our people are not so hypocritical as ig;. 
norant. Very few do not do as well as they know how.:, 
If they knew more they would do better. Outsiders are~ 
sometimes disappointed in Christians because they e'fii{. 
pect them to emulate Jesus and they don't. Why don~~}.-
they? They don't know how. They have not been edu~~ 
cated to do so. Oh, yes, they know the doctrine allrig~Jrl.;;: 
because we have spent a lot of time teaching them tha~ 
But they do not know the practice. iif] 

The legs of the lame are unequal. ·;r~ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------:~~ 
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GLOVER SHIPP 

:::_upon my recent return from Brazil, for a year's study, 1 
.:Jj~gan to see in church leaders a dismaying fear: That the 
Yj.ay has lost its way. They were not saying that the Church 
no lbnger has a doctrinal stance, but rather, that she has 
.largely lost her mission and will to grow. . 

:.-·wlf Churches of Christ are floundering, with many congre
gations no longer growing, others in retreat and yet others 

· apandoning traditional elements of the Faith, in a search for 
a.:new identity, this is not at all surprising. Mellis correctly 
~observes: 

Even though adult decisions are stressed, it is diffi
cult to maintain the sodality character and commitment 

Hi · of the founding group over many generations (Charles 
J. Mellis, Committed Communities 1976: 42). 

.~nthropologist Paul Hiebert, who interprets human cultures 
from a Christian perspective, observes that institutions pass 
through predictable generational stages, as follows.: 
-~ ' 

~>The first-generation founders of an institution often pay a 
~igh price to initiate it, risking their fortunes, reputations and 
~v~n their lives. They join together in a fellowship that is in
tense and pu rposefu I. 

The second generation is largely reared in the organiza
tion and this makes it radically different. It experiences vi-· 
eariously the commitment and vision of its parent genera
tion, but still has a high commitment to the cause. 

-~The third generation is more removed yet from the found
ers and has even Jess of their vision. Nominalism enters. The 

·."result is a growing Joss of interest and a gradual institu
tionalization. 

·:'-:' 

;'!he· ·fourth generation has become well entrenched. The 
i~~titution for it has become a way of life, with little further 
. thought given to its guiding principles (from Hiebert, An
~topology of Religion 1981 : 1 02-1 06). 

:;{Adding to this sequence, by the fourth or fifth generation, 
tiJe: institution in question may. be taken for granted by its 
f()llowers, thus precipitating a slowdown in its momentum. 
.,<;l!' on the other hand, a number of its followers may be
t()me critical of its precepts and attempt to modify them, or, 
that failing, separate from the main stream to form splinter 

, $~oups. Only rarely does an entire institution mount a suc
.~sful mass return (renewal) to its earlier zeal, dedication 
. :~d founding principles. For this reason, many initially valid 
· .. 'movements run out of locomotive power after four or five 
·~~~erations and either die of inertia or division. 

What Does This Say to Usl 

What does all of this say to us, who are five full generations 
into the Restoration Movement? If we have ears to hear, it 
tells us that we can expect to find. ourselves in one of the 
gravest periods in our history. 

At this point in time token correction of our course is 
wholly inadequate. Although our message is still as valid as 
ever, both th.e times and our situation have changed, re
quiring different methods and a different menta_lity. Stone, 
Campbell, Smith, Scott and others launched the Restoration 
primarily among frontiersmen and appealed mightily to them. 
Today, we find ourselves in a different kind of setting, but 
still retain our rural mentality. Instead of facing the real en
vironment of our day, as the Restorationists did in their day, 
we retreat from the confusing pressures of our times and 
the ethnic mosaic about us. 

We rarely proclaim a strong evangelistic message and sel
dom convince those outside that we really are the New 
Testament Church. If we taught and behaved as Jerusalem, in 
the First Century, countless others would see the validity of 
our word and works and would come seeking us. That rela
tively few are doing so is obvious, for the brotherhood-wide 
percentage of adults baptized each year through direct evan
gelism is· micro. Test this for yourself, reader. In your own 
congregation, total the number of baptisms for 1981. Then 
subtract the number of children of members baptized, which 
is biological rather than evangelistic growth. How many real 
conversion baptisms does that leave for the year and what 
percentage of growth does that number represenU 

A New Restoration 

The Church is far from dead, although in many areas she 
appears to be retrenching, rather than dynamically growing . 
What is to be done, to change her direction and create 
again the impact she had in the First Century and in the 
early decades of the Restoration Movement? I propose, in 
all seriousness, a brotherhood-wide period of intense prayer 
and fasting, followed by an all-out appeal for renewal, as oc
curred during the reign of King josiah, in II Kings 22-23. What 
the Restoration Movement urgently needs today is a new 
restoration to the principles for which it stands and an ex
pansion of our horizons, to encourage a new accent on 
growth and spirituality • 

(% Richland Hills Church of Christ, 6720 N.E. loop 820, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76118.) 
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Why Is the Word "Love" Not in the Book of Acts? 
DAN BILLINGSLY 

Much of ·the teaching and preaching about "love" in the 
church today doesn't "ring true" to the Bible; it sounds just 
like denominational preaching. It is shallow, artificial, and un
scriptural to those mature in the faith and established in the 
truth. Their emphasis on "love" moves them from the "truth" 
of the gospel to the false and emotional level of the denomi
national world. Such false conceptions and teaching will 
neither glorify God, save the lost, or edify the church. 

We must teach true biblical love as revealed in the Scrip
tures; we must follow in the example of the apostles; but 
we dare not abuse this doctrine before the world or in the 
church. 

One of the most revealing facts of the New Testament is 
that the word ''love"· is not used in the book of Acts. This 
is the book of inspiration and work of the Holy Spirit in 
the apostles; this is the book of conversions to Christ in 
the apostles' preaching of the "great commission"; this is 
the record of God revealing the truth of Jesus Christ. This is the 
gospel of grace; this is the gospel of the establishment of the 
church; this is the gospel of the cross of jesus Christ; this 
is the gospel of faith, repentance, confession, baptism and 
salvation. This is the testimony of apostolic eye-witnesses (in
spired of God), and not one time does the record show that 
they used the word "love" to preach Christ to a lost world! 

Love for God, Christ, truth, the church, and the lost, was 
the motivating force behind their efforts, but "love" was not 
the leading, cutting-edge, of the apostolic message. Men can
not know of the love of God separate and apart ·from the 
gospel; and any preaching that denies the gospel of Acts 
denies the true love of God! 

Today's emotional concept and teaching concerning "love" 
is not the friend of jesus or man; it proves to be an unscrip
tural and damnable heresy (II john 9-11; Romans 16:17-18). 
Much of today's preaching about "love" is really a cowardly 
effort of those who are afraid of preaching and defending the 
doctrinal truth of God which conflicts with both the sinners of 
the "carnal" world (I John 2:15-17), and the sinners of the 
"religious" world (I Tim. 1 :18-20; 4:1-16). This immoral 
preaching of 111ove" is compromising the truth of the Bible in 
an effort to make the gospel more palatable to sinners and 
false teachers. It leads to an attitude which will ultimately 
deny doctrinal authority (II Timothy 4:1-5), overlook blatant 
sinfulness (I Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21), and lead men to be
lieve that "love" replaces faith and obedience to the truth 
of God. 

Apostolic preaching in the book of Acts {motivated by love) 
was a message of enlightening truth to men lost in sin. It was 
preaching: the fulfillment of prophecy, faith and repentance, 
baptism. It was a message about the New Testament church. 
It was a message against the false teaching both among the 
Jews and the Gentiles. The apostles and their preaching were 
divinely successful in leading men to salvation in Christ, and 
maintaining the truth of God in a world of sin and religious 
error. 

Gospel preachers in the past were never accused of not 
loving God or lost men, and their message echoed the 
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apostles' doctrine in the restoration of New Testament Chris~1 • • 

tianity. However, the modern concept of "love" leads men' 
to believe that they can be more spiritual than those who· 
stress " ... all things that pertain to life and godliness··; 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glo~z 
and virtue: ... " They believe that they can walk more closely· 
to God than those who 11 

• ••• walk in the truth." They con~ 
tend that "love" meets the needs of man better than the' · 
doctrine of Christ which is " ... able to make men wise unto: : 
salvation through faith in Christ jesus. All Scripture is given · 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for r~~~ 
proof, for correction, for innstruction in righteousness: that · 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto~ .. 
all good works." They maintain that "love" will produce mor~{ · 
unity and brotherly kindness, but the Lord says that unity is 
produced by men believing the truth of the apostles' preach~,:: 
ing, and that brotherly love is produced among those that · 
obey the truth. Man's "love" does not save him from sin; the . 
gospel does. "Love" which neutralizes and compromises tbe:': 
truth of God is the work of the Devil. 

True Bible "love" is when men walk after the command- · 
ments of God (II John 6). True Bible "'faith" is when men love · 
the truth (I john 5:9-13) more than the acceptance of human ·~ 
doctrines or praise of men. Love is the "fruit of the Spirit,"· 
that which is produced in ·the Christian through the kno\N.I.-. ~· 
edge of the gospel. Men who are in sin are the enemies of.. 
God (Rom. 5:1 0), they are dead in trespasses and sins, th~y.
are children of disobedience and wrath {Eph. 2:1-7), but thef': 
learn of the love of God which offers them the gospel of sal-· 
vation (I Cor. 15:1-4), and then upon their obedience to God' 
they begin to love God as a Christian in the church (I john: 
4:19). No man can really love God-in the biblical sens~ 
and remain in sin, lost and undone without Christ. Love is the 
fruit of indwelling· influence of the Word and Spirit of God in,· 
the Christian's li~e. This is why every epistle (Romans-Reve-_ 
lation) to the church speaks of the need for Christians to 
grow and walk in love of God and the brethren. . . , . 

The love of God and~ the gospel law of Christ are synono-> 
mous! The mercy and grace of God are synonomous with,;'~ 
the truth of the gospel and the Jaw of Christ! The love of Go~~:':: 
does not negate nor compromise the law of liberty that is iOl:; 
Christ jesus and which saves the souls of men. The gospel o("t, 
faith and repentance was the cutting-edge of the apostles!,;~}~ 
doctrine to people lost in sin in the book of Acts, while lo~m't 
was a predominate theme in the epistles to the church. ,.1~~ 

The apostles truly loved God, the truth, the church, an ~ 
the lost men and women of the world, when they went fort~.J 
to preach, but Jove was not the predominate theme of th~iji~ 
message. It is really no mystery why the word "love" is nop~ 
used in the record of their preaching in the book of Acts, f~'!l~; 
the true definition of love (agape) was manifest in the~·; 
obedience to Christ, and their sufferings for his truth an4!; 
church. True love in the New Testament is not how yo~· 
"feel" about others, but what you "do" for God and ~J!': 
cause. "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth the~~ 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be lov~J~. 
of my father ... " (John 14:21-23). · ··~ 
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The Day God Came 
JAMES CORNER 

As I looked out my window, I had never seen a more 
-·>beautiful day. When I strolled outside to pick up the morn
iing paper, there was a nice cool breeze and a sky that 

~ :}~eemed to jump at me with the most beautiful blue color I 
'<.ji)ad ever seen. I had thought that this was just another typi

rcal Sunday morning but as I stood outside, I could sense that 
.:;·::lthls would be no ordinary day. I returned to the house and 
: ··something told me that the paper could wait and so I 

• :~[essed immediately. Usually we would drag into the wor
l :;iship service at the start of the second song but today I de

.Jt:ided to go to Bible Class. We only live 3 blocks from the 
.1(hurch building so I rushed through breakfast, helped my 
?~ife with the kids and off we went. 
:'}·~There was an excitement in the air that I had never ex-
·,\1. 

, }perienced as we made our short trek. As we reached the 
::~I:Juilding we looked down the road and about a half a mile 
j.way it appeared a·s though a large number of horses were 

:'marching down the street. Indeed, as they drew closer I saw 
70 of the most beautiful coal black stallions that I had ever 

:rseen. The precision with which they marched in step was 
·.'finer than any military unit that I had ever witnessed. All of a 

' ..S~dden, I couldn't believe my eyes because there were two 
.jnen flying above the stallions. They appeared to be heavenly 
:beings so I pinched myself, but all I received was pain rather 

_·'than the shattering of a dream. The men were crying out as 
Jhey approached the building but I couldn't understand what 
they were sayi11g. As they drew closer I could hear them 
\clearly and I couldn't believe what I was hearing._ I turned 
tto my wife and said, "do you hear what I hear?" Her eyes 
were riveted on the men and she merely nodded yes. The 

, :cry, "The lord is Coming, The lord is Coming," rumbled 
through the air. 
' I then looked behind the 70 stallions and saw 8 of the 

most beautiful animals that I have ever seen. I say animals 
because I really don't kr:"~OW what they were. My eyes had 

~ never partook of such majesty. They were pulling a most 
·luxurious coach. The wheels had jet black spokes with dia
monds encased throughout. The chassis of the coach was 
made of shiny brass. Above the chassis sat the finest piece 
pf workmanship that I had ever seen. The arrangement of 
Jhe different jewels was simply gorgeous. The driver ap-

, peared to be, could it be, another angel? 
~:· I noticed some of the neighbors as the entourage made its 
way toward us. One man opened his door, in only his pa

. _),mas, shut the door quickly and apparently in no time re
turned dressed in his Sunday best. House after house emptied 
· ~ ·people ran to the church building and by the time that 
·111e coach stopped in front, there was a large gathering. 

' ·· ·:· ·The angel stepped down and opened the door and out 
1 . $tepped GOD! He didn't look like I had pictured him. Oh, 

.:. ·he was tall and strong looking, but his face had the gentle 
-~~~(?k of a soft, spring day. He had a priceless crown on his 

· .. :-head that was dotted all over with magnificient jewels. His 
:.fpng flowing robes were made of the most exquisite rna

-~ --~rial and the different hues had a beauty that was truly 
::heavenly. As he walked into the auditorium 2 strange phe
::.ij~mena took place. 1st, everybody was quietly trying to sit 

, :·:w:ear the front! 2ndly, there was a quiet like I had never heard 
· :':~fore. Indeed, you could have dropped a pin and it would 

;:·\~!~:, 

~~h-,: 

have rang out loud and clear. Those who had been inside 
earlier had been reading their Bibles or praying or leafing 
through the songbook but as he entered, we all rose in quiet 
and reverent unison. As he walked toward the pulpit he ap
peared to be carrying a magazine or some such thing. 

When he reached the pulpit he told us to sit down and you 
know what he had been carrying? It was our local church 
directory! The silence was deafening as he called out the first 
name. 'Jerry Adair' and Brother Adair proudly and yet humbly 
said, "here, lord." Next he said, 'Mary Adamson' and Mary 
responded, "here, lord." He then called out, 'John Allen' 
and a hush fell on the crowd. Once again he called out, 
'John Allen' but there was no response. The silence was 
broken when a brother near the back of the auditorium 
apologetically said, "I believe that Brother Allen had to work 
late last night so he's sleeping in this morning." I braced my
self as I prepared for the stern rebuke that I knew was coming 
but instead I looked, and could it be, a tear "God doesn't 
cry." I thought, and yet he was. I had to turn away from look
ing as I pondered over all of the times that I had brought 
sorrow to the lord. I repented quickly and prayed to God 
that I would never forsake him again. As I prayed he wiped 
the tears from his eyes and smiled at me. The warmest feel
ing that I have ever experienced engulfed me. He continued 
to call out everybody's name and then as he called the last 
one he announced, "let us worship." 

I have never experienced that kind of worship that we had 
that morning. The song leader seemed to have an enthusiasm 
that I had never noticed before aAd the volume of our sing
ing was nearly enough to raise the roof. In the prayers this 
day there was no "catch-all" phrases, but rather carefully 
worded thoughts to our Father. The lord's Supper took 
longer than usual because everyone seemed to be takin_g it 

· more seriously. The preacher was at his best inspired by the 
presence of Almighty God! As the service came to a close, 
the lord mounted the pulpit again with this charge: "Chil
dren, 1 enjoyed your praise this morning but am saddened 
that some of your fellow brethren chose to miss this ser
vice. 1 would appreciate it so much if you would try to talk 
to them because I am returning tonight." 

He then walked slowly out of the building as we all stood 
in humble reverence. When he got outside, however, in
stead of getting into his coach, he began to talk with us 
personally and that thrilled us all. We had the most wonder
ful period of fellowship and then he departed. No one had 
noticed that it was 1 :30. The Cowboy game was nearly half 
over and you know what, none of us cared. Many of us 
rushed home and got on the phone while others made per
sonal visits to our missing brethren. When we told them that 
the lord would return that evening, they all made plans to 
attend. 

Sure enough, when 6 o'clock rolled around there were 
only 3 members of the entire body abs_ent. Two were ~n va
cation and the other was in the hospttal. Not only d1d we 
have the vast majority of the body present, but many had 
invited friends and the evening service was even better than 
the mornring's. As I walked home that evening, I said to my 
wife, "this has truly been a great day" and she nodded in 
peaceful agreement. . . . 

Brethren, this story is not nearly as unreahst1c as you m1ght 
think. The next time that your congregation meets for wor
ship, the God of the universe will be present. Will YOU? 

211 E. 8th, Ferris, Texas 75125 
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The Problem of Pain and Suffering 
PAUL D. KEARBY 

One question which has baffled Chris
tian thinkers for centuries is, "Why do 
people suffer?" Many have attempted a 
deep intellectual answer to this question 
only to work themselves around to the 
point of despair and have to answer with 
a flat "I don't know!" Pain and suffering 
has been a part of human life since the 
fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of 
Eden. We may note its beginning but 
an answer to the mystery remains hid
den. It is the purpose of this article, not 
to arrive at a. solution to the problem, 
but to analyze and introduce possible 
suggestions as to how one may handle 
pain and suffering with the thought of 
eventually overcoming it. 

When we look at the world, seeing all 
the glory with which it was created by 
God, we notice pain playing a dominant 
role in life. Pain and suffering are real. 
They are not bad dreams which come on 
a hot summer's evening. They are con
stant in that all experience pain and 
suffering in some form at some time in 
life. Pain and suffering may come from 
any point at any time; pain and suffer
ing are no respecters of persons. The 
word of God reveals that it is the nature 
of man to suffer, "Man is born to suffer 
as the sparks fly upward ... " (Job 5:7). 
Because pain and suffering do not come 
in the same form or in the same measure 
to everyone, the problem remains a 
mystery for all. 

The question is asked "Who is re
sponsible?" Some Old Testament char
acters seem to have attributed pain and 
suffering as being a direct result of sin. 
Job's friends used this presumption as a 
basis for most of their arguments. Some 
people today even go to a higher level 
and say that we do not have more divine 
healing because we are too weak in 
faith, too unfit to receive healing from 
God. In this way they say we are respon
sible. 

Careful study of the scriptures reveal, 
however, that God neither sends pain 
nor does he prevent it! He does allow 
it in some instances. "And the Lord said 
to Satan, 'Behold all that he (Job) has is 
in your power; only upon himself do 
not put forth your hand.' So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the Lord" 
(Job 1 :12). 11About that time Herod the 
king laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. He killed James 
the brother of John with the sword; and 
when he saw that it pleased the Jews he 
proceeded to arrest Peter also" (Acts 
12:13). God allowed these things to hap
pen and even though he had the power 
to do so, he did not prevent these 
events from taking place. 

Allow me to suggest two things for 
you to think about when grappling with 
this disturbing question. First of all, free
dom of choice. It's been suggested that 
the Lord allows pain and suffering to 
afflict people, regardless of their rela
tionship to him, on the basis that if he 
were to prevent it he would in effect 
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violate our freedom of choice. When 
God established the physical universe 
he set into motion certain natural laws· 
laws which hold true for all people. Fo~ 
instance the law of gravity. If you were 
to jump from a three story window you 
should expect to hit the ground below 
with a terrific impact. God will not bend 
his natural laws so as to violate man's 
freedom of choice. 

Secondly, death accompanied by pain 
and suffering is a foretaste of the victory 
Christians will enjoy when Christ returns. 
Our bodies are of this first creation and 
they will eventually perish and return to 
the dust from which they came {unless 
the Lord returns first, (I Thess. 4:18ff). 
Pain and suffering therefore, may be 
merely a warning signal which reminds 
us of our mortal, physical nature. Paul 
encouraged the Corinthian church, in
dividuals who were struggling with this 
question, that" ... this perishable nature 
must put on the imperishable and this 
mortal nature must put on immortality 
. . . then will come to pass the saying 
that is written, 'Death is swallowed up in 
victory!'" (1. Cor. 15:54). 

Now that the reality of pain and suf
fering has been established, let's turn 
our attention toward another compelling 
question. "What is the meaning and pur
pose of it all?" A friend once asked me, 
11How in the light of Romans 8:28 can 
this problem be turned into something 
good?" 

Let's establish an all important fact, 
not all things are good. The Bible strict
ly teaches that there are two natures 
existing in the world, good and evil. 
Nowhere do we find God honoring evil 
or its practices. Therefore, those who 
look at Romans 8:28 and feel that every
thing that happens to them is good fail 
to realize the distinction which needs 
to be made between the two opposed 
natures of good and evil. God in all his 
omnipotence does not change some
thing that is bad into something that is 
good. 

Furthermore, the emphasis needs to 
be made that Romans 8:28 reads; "All 
things work together for the good," not 
that, "eventually all things will become 
good for those who love God and are 
called according to his purposes." Many 
people use this passage as an escape 
from looking at a situation honestly and 
objectively. It is my strong conviction 
that when one takes into consideration 
a bad situation and recognizes it for 
what it is, that person is on the road to 
full recovery. Allow me to illustrate. Let's 
say that you lose a personal friend in a 
tragic automobile accident caused by a 
drunk driver. Immediately Romans 8:28 
comes to mind and you mistakenly as
sume that the accident was in some way 
good. Reality has been side-stepped and 
at this time you are not looking at the 
problem and accepting it for what it is; 
a tragic accident caused by the sin of 
another. Confusing good with evil may 

, 
lead to a misconception of God. Furth : -· 
confusion will result as you try to arri;r~ 
at a suitable solution with this mistake~ · 
assumption. 111f God is good, how ca 
the apparent evil of my friend's death b~' 
from God? Is God evil?" This is why 50 · 
many lose their faith in the goodness of.~ 
God when tragedy strikes their lives :' 

An?ther aspect which helps with this 
question IS expressed by C. S. Lewis i'n 
his _book "The Problem of Pain.'' Mr. 
Lew1s stated that perhaps our perception ·. 
of good might not be God's perception· 
of good. What we see as being good or · 
bad may not be so in God's eyes. .··; _. 

Take for example the life of josep~ · 
~he events in his life se~med at th~ .. 
t1me to be bad ones and mdeed some':· 
of them were. But the Lord used them 
to .rrod~ce good. "As for you, you meant 
ev1 agamst me; but God meant it for 
the good, to bring it about that mariy 
people should be kept alive, as they·· 
a~e to~ay" (Gen. 50:20) so he addressed~. 
h1s ev1l brothers who had sold him int() :· 
~lavery many years before. This clearly·: 
Illustrates how God can and often does · 
use a bad situation to produce som·eJ< 
thing good. ,-.~ 

It's important that we assign meaning 
to pain and suffering. In reading Victor 
E. Frankl's book "Man's Search for Mean'- .. 
ing: An Introduction to Logotherap{"·· 
we find that those who suffered the 
terrible tortures of life in the Nazi con~ · 
centration camps were better able to': 
accept the humiliation and suffering . 
when they realized meaning for th~ir:'' 
situation. Those who constantly que$.:.:. 
tioned their horrible situation either died 
quickly or worked themselves into a
state of insanity. · ·: 

Assigning value to pain and suffering· 
depends upon how you view it. The 
scriptures teach that pain teaches obedi- · 
ence. "Although he was a Son, he' 
learned obedience through what he suf.; 
fered" (Heb. 5:8) so the writer of He~ 
brews wrote about jesus Christ. It also 
teaches humility as in the case of job's. 
attitude toward God (Job 40:1-5). Pain : 
teaches one patience. Paul wrote, "Mor~-. · 
than that, we rejoice in our sufferings·-:~ 
knowing that suffering produces en:.:-~: 
durance ... " (Rom: 5:3). It also met¥-~ 
produce trust in God. Speaking of those>,: 
things which they suffered in Asia, Paqti; 
told the Corinthian church that thos~)f[: 
things happened to them "that w~-p 
should not trust in ourselves, but in Go1t~ 
who raises the dead" (2 Cor. 1 :9). Tlitt:~' 
Lord may even use pain and suffering~ 
as a means of purification. "In this yoy1kj 
rejoice, though now for ~ little. whi,l:~~ 
you may have to suffer vanous tnals, s~t;;i 
that the genuiness of your faith, mor'~ 
precious than gold though perishabf~~ 
IS treated by fire" (1 Peter 1:6, 7). Look?§'!: 
ing at the problem of pain and sufferi.~r¥ 
in this light, we find that when one)ffri;! 
afflicted, God may use these afflictiotrf.l;: 
a.s a way of stref!gthening your spirittfa!J~ 
ltfe. and. producrng the ty~e of fa•t!l 
wh1ch w1ll stand the test of f1re! -~~:f,y:~ 

What can you do about pain and sa.ifl2l 
fering? Accept it as being a part of yoij!lt:~ 
mortal, temporal life. Accept it as beinJ&I 

(Continued on page 11) ,~~ 
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Gl~ What the Restoration Movement Has Accomplished (4) 
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;;~~ 
'}~i 
-:\}t[. 
·; .. ~,~\.1, • 

::)' The Restorat1on Movement, in the 
(~f~~idst. of a divided and confused. r.eligious 
ro~ttuatlon, has held forth a pos1t1on that 
~.~~~~~ have. not accepted, but it is a posi

... ~tltion wh1ch no person who accepts the 
:~:t~uthority of Scripture could claim is in 

,;·[;?error. While many people feel a benefit 
.>*om the!r. creeds and put great weight 
::'.·'Upon opm10ns, a person may question 
.~8that a restoration is possible, but no per-· 
~::.::son can seriously argue that the effort to 
:;;;ffiave a "Thus saith the Lord" for all that 
;+1s taught is an error. We are continuous

.· ?ly plagued with the confusing of opin
i'!ions with the Lord's Word. The early 
}Restoration people said that there were 
<iten thousand opinions but only one 
,.~:Gospel. We need to keep before ·our

·.·.· :~selves, and we need to press upon the 
·':'world about us, that opinions are to be 
)ept to oneself. Inferences and deduc

.. :tions are not to be confused with the 
·\Word. Each generation must be brought 

·· ,tback to the Word. 
.. It has been pointed out many times 
·']hat by strictly following the New Testa

:ment one can occupy a position on de
··.tails of obedience that is unquestioned. 

No one questions that immersion is 
' .. Scriptural baptism. Those who sprinkle 

'or pour affirm that their modes are also 
baptism; they do not argue that immer
sion is unscriptural. They do not reason 
that the person immersed is unbaptized. 
That a penitent adult believer is a proper 
candidate for baptism is undisputed. 
,Paedobaptists do not deny that; they 
}Only argue that the infant is also a proper 

. 'candidate. It is not adult immersion that 
)~.under dispute. The same thing can be 

·:/;,Said about the observance of the Lord's 
.~'Supper on the first day of every week. 

.. ·:'.Some wish to have Thursday night obser
:lvance; others though they would choose 
;,Sunday would do it once a year, once a 

·(-~quarter, or once a month. These persons 
.. }o not feel that weekly communion is 
.~ecessary; but it is not communion on 

. )the first day of each week whose scrip
~ralness is under debate. The question 

, . '''Is whether some other practice can claim 
· -f~criptural authority. No person would 

~ .:\5question that a capella singing is scrip
,!$Ural. One does not have to have instru
.:\imental accompaniment to please the 
;.:,·!ord. It is at this point that those who 
·!'Want to include the instrument as au-
. ;ithorized in psallo fall into an illogical 
i·:7Position. They find the instrument com-

. •·· }nanded and then proceed to argue that 
.-:~·one can use it or not as he pleases. They 
·,rdo not hesitate to sing if for some rea
:·~on they do not have the instrument. It 

. ~· ;11$ clear that believers were-called Chris-

.JACK LEWIS 

tians and that the congregations are 
described as 11Churches of Christ" (Rom. 
16:16); it is not these names but the host 
of denominational names which are 
di~isi~e and of questionable validity. 
Th1s lme of argument need not here be 
carried on to all other relevant items. 
That there is a position on which divided 
people are agreed needs to be continu
ously brought to the public's attention. 

An Emphasis Upon Training 
The appeal of the Restoration Move

ment has been an appeal to both head 
and heart. The early advocates varied 
widely in their formal preparation. Alex
ander Campbell had one year of formal 
college education, but as a diligent stu
dent across an entire lifetime was a 
capable self-trained scholar. Barton W. 
Stone had formal training for the Presby
terian ministry. Raccoon john Smith de
scribed himself as an untrained man. 
Walter Scott was a school teacher. The 
movement produced its scholars like 
Robert Richardson, j. W. McGarvey, and 
others. 

When the division over societies and 
the instrument came at the beginning 
of the century, a goodly portion of the 
men with academic training, and many 
of the schools, went with the instru
mental group. A general distrust of edu
cation-particularly of theological edu
cation-set in from which we have not 
entirely recovered. · 

The past two or three generations 
have seen born anew the Christian edu
cation movement. The schools have 
weathered the opposition to their very 
existence, have now reached down to 
the kindergarten level and have extend
ed upward to four year programs beyond 
the college level. 

We are slowly departing from the 
procedure where the man who wanted 
to teach Bible earned his degree in edu
cation, history, or speech, and we are 
awakening to the fact that on the ad
vanced level one should teach in the 
area in which he has majored. The re
sult is that fewer coaches, chemists, 
biologists, and mathematicians are 
teaching in the Bible departments, and 
more men formally trained to teach 
religious subjects are teaching these 
subjects. We now have teaching in our 
schools, and have in some of our pulpits, 
men who have gone to the foremost 
universities and who have acquired the 
highest academic training available, yet 
who are enthusiastic for the restoration 
ideal and who are firm in their faith and 
loyalty to God and to his Word . 

Along with the general thrust for 

education, the elders of our congrega
tions are awakening to the need of 
better training for themselves, and now 
and then a young man comes to school 
to train himself to be an elder. In the 
areas where we have schools, some 
elders are taking courses to prepare 
themselves better. There is also an awak
ening to the need for better trained 
preachers. The cornfield preacher, 
though his motives may be of the best, 
can expect less and less of a hearing. 
There will always be exceptions where 
the self-trained man will render an out
standing service; but while we have our 
differences of opinion over exactly what 
sort of training and how much will best 
accomplish the task, the college, the 
Bible Schools, and the Preacher Schools 
all reflect a consciousness that better 
training will result in better preaching. 

Scholarly Exchange 
The atmosphere that welcomed pub

lic debates in earlier generations has 
now largely vanished. The times. have 
changed. But the scholars of the move
ment have found opportunity to prepare 
and read scholarly papers at the sectional 
and national meetings of the learned 
societies (the Church Historical Society, 
the Society of Biblical Literature, and 
the American Academy of Religion). One 
who takes the bother to consult the 
periodical indices will see that many of 
these papers-as well as other articles 
-have been published in journals which 
have international circulation. 

There is ample opportunity today for 
what is called "dialogue." Sitting across 
the table from the man of differing opin
ion where the showmanship that char
acterized debate has no place, and where 
all must be treated as honest and sin
cere, one can engage in exchange on 
most any religious qu~stion. The ex
change of the panel has also become 
popular in some circles. In a typical 
situation four men of differing positions 
may each present his case, with the 
other three, as well as the audience, 
raising questions at the end of his 
presentation. He can clarify and defend 
anything he has said. 

We have found it profitable in our 
own circles by retreats, preachers' days, 
or workshops to have a multitude of 
speakers on a live issue among us. This 
gives an opportunity for exchange of 
many viewpoints, and an opportunity 
for the answering of questions. In a 
spirit of brotherhood, differences can be 
clarified. It is a wholesome development. 
More next week. 
1 000 Chevy Rd., Memphis, Tx 38117 
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"Rest With Us" 
I think I have found the source of 

much of the sluggishness in the Lord's 
church today. We have heard too much 
preaching on rest in this world and not 
enough on working towards our eternal 
rest in heaven. It's another example of 
our thinking that we have a promise of 
the best of two worlds-rest here and in 
the hereafter. 

Perhaps the cause of our torpor is the 
frequent misunderstanding of 2 Thes
salonians 1:7. "And to you who are trou
bled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angets, ... " How many times 
have I heard brethren begin with this 
verse, coming down hard on the word 
rest, making it a verb, with the action (or 
lack of action) taking place now. 

I have been tempted more than once 
to emulate a good brother in a com
munity in Arkansas where I once 
preached. Frequentiy he would get so 
interested in what I was saying that he 
would talk back to me, answering my 
rhetorical questions, for instance. Once, 
when I deliberately misread a passage, 
putting into it all sorts of sectarian teach
ing, he rose up in excitement and shout
ed, "No, brother Orlan, that ain't right!" 
Sometimes I feel like rising up and 
shouting, "No, brother, that ain't right!" 

The King James and the American 
Standard Versions, those most frequently 
used by preachers in the church, read 
about the same. In the King james Ver
sion verses ·3-10 of 2 Thessalonians 1 

ORLAN SAWEY 

make up one sentence. Read it. Let's 
~?ok. at ye_rses ~ and 7. Verse 6 says, 

Seemg 1t IS a nghteous thing with God 
to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you"; in other words, God will, 
when the Lord comes, repay with tribu
lation (trouble) those who trouble us 
(verse 7.) Then verse 7 says "And to you 
who are troubled rest with us .... " The 
to in this passage keeps the you from 
being the subject of a verb; therefore, 
rest in this passage is a noun. The sen
tence is perfectly good and plain; the 
meaning obviously is 11and to you who 
are troubled [he will recompense] rest 
with us. . . ." Most modern translations 
so translate Verse 7. 

Yesterday, when I heard a local sec
tarian preacher preach an otherwise 
good sermon on this passage, I did 
shout, 11No, that ain't right" when he 
made rest a verb, but, since he was 
preaching over the radio, he didn't hear 
me. This morning, in examining The New 
King James Bible, I was pleased that 2 
Thessalonians 1:7 reads thus: "and to 
give you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven wtih his mighty angels •... " 
Those who don't believe in grammar 
might accept this reading. 

There will be no rest for them who 
trouble us, but there will be rest for the 
troubled, unless they wrong-mindedly 
seek it too soon! 

P.O. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713 . 

Why People Refuse To Obey the Gospel STANLEY E. SAYERS 

With the bleeding, outstretched hands 
of the Man on the Cross bidding men 
come to him for salvation, it is exceed
ingly difficult to surmise anybody but the 
hardest reprobate refusing heaven's viv
id visual aid. But from Pentecost until 
now, there are excuses offered for fail
ure to obey the glorious gospel of 
Christ. 

Some cannot tolerate the thought of 
"joining hands" with all the hypocrites 
in the church. But, my dear friend, must 
you go to hell with them? Not a single 
person would avoid a waiting room just 
outside the doctor's office because of a 
hypocrite also awaiting. 

Some deplore the notion that they 
cannot "live right." This is mere imagina
tion. In the thirty-four years I have been 
preaching, I have yet to see a man or a 
woman come out of the watery grave 
determined not to live right! Jesus told 
his disciples that without him they could 
do nothing; and so is it with us today. 
With Paul all of us should declare and 
mean, "I can do all things through him 
that strengtheneth me.". And that in
cluded temptations and sins both big 
and small. 

Some feel that they have lived lives 
of such godless magnitude that for them 
there is no forgiveness; and yet John 
wrote, " ... the blood of jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." jesus 
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prayed first for those who woefully 
humiliated and nailed his pain-inflicted 
body to a crude and merciless Roman 
cross. "And sitting down, they watched 
him there." The first members of the 
·church were murderers (Acts 2:36-47). 
They were the very ones who had cruci
fied their own Messiah! 

And then there are those, leaving 
multitudes unmentioned, who like 
Agrippa are '"almost persuaded" but not 
persuaded enough. Oh, how sad it is 
going to be at that last and final hour 
to hear the eternal lament, "The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved"! 
Preacher, don't go "modern"; it is 
the blood of Jesus Christ which still 
saves all manner of sinners, and it is 
pointed, fearless, powerful messages that 
will yet bring the lost down the aisles. 
But, beloved, we must first convince a 
man he is lost before we can reckon 
with him! Let us remember that, not we, 
but the gospel is God's power unto sal
vation. It will penetrate the most hard
ened heart and break into pieces the ego 
set against God. 

Of recent months a fine young lady 
came forward to be immersed into 
Christ, and as I took her public confes
sion there were tears in many eyes. Up
on bringing her up out of the water, 
she propounded in jubilation, "Oh, 

Can Paul Survive the 
Reporters? 

Let's look in on an interview between 
a reporter of "Tooth and Toenail for the 
Truth" and the apostle Paul . . . · · 

Time: A.D. 64 
Setting: Cell in Mammertine Prison 

Rome, Italy . 1 

Reporter: Brother Paul, I'm glad you 
granted me this interview for "Tooth and . 
To~mail." It's possible we're going to 
wnte you up ... uh ... I mean do a 
character sketch in our next monthi · 
issue. Boy, it sure is damp and cold i~ 
here... ; 

_Paul: I have suffered the loss of aU 
thmgs and count them as rubbish in 
order that I may gain Christ. 

(Reporter writes feverishly in parcH.: 
ment notebook for about 30 seconds) ... 

Reporter: The loss of all things, huh? 
Tell me more about this total commit~ 
ment kick you're on. : · 

Paul: This one thing I do ... I press 
on toward the goal for the prize. 

Reporter: Have you been talking to 
those people down at Crossways? .. 

Paul: I neither received it from man 
nor was I taught it, but received it .. 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ .. · ~ · 

(Paul is interrupted by reporter). , 
Reporter: Sure, sure. just what is it 

you preach? 
Paul: The way. Formerly I persecuted 

this way to the death. ·. 
Reporter: The way, eh? Sounds like ·a 

c:ult to me. Is it? Just what do you be~ · 
llev~? . • 

Pau I: Even when we were dead in 
our transgressions he made us alive 
together with Christ. (By grace you have 
been saved). 

(Reporter squirms and suppresses a· 
smile as he writes lengthy notes in his· 
notebook. Then he clears his throat and 
looks up at Paul). 

Reporter: Thank you, Paul for the very 
informative interview: I think I have. 
enough here to fix you up ... ah I mean 
write you up ... ahem ... I mean give 
you a little publicity. You know what'!.. 
mean. .··. 

Paul: Some are preaching Christ eve~. 
from envy and strife, but some also fron:J,}: 
good will. . ~:~· 

Reporter: Yes well, thanks again. ~·.:'::~, 
(As the Reporter waits for the guar~_:). 

to ·open the cell door he writes notes O!'({f: 
~he m.argin of notebook to be sure an~:~;: 
mterv1ew Nero and a Reporter of th.~j/l 
Roman Daily ~eview to get the real story;-~' 
on Paul and h1s movement.) "Jfj~:;, 
--------------~.4~~-~~--'-
thank you!" She unburdened her yo~n~~~ 
soul to one of the ladies in the dressmg·-~r~'i' 
room that she felt a thousand pound~]!{ 
had been lifted from her shoulders. The]!itY 
sister to whom she spoke said that she>fF,: 
wished she had had a taperecorder tift~~?:· 
take in all this precious convert had t~lit~ 
say, for she would like to play it all ov~,~ 
the ~orld! T~ll me there's nothing t~~ 
bapt1sm? I w1sh you could have bee~,f~ 
there. :~C-

Preach on, ~o~d brother; they're o~,l§l·£~ 
there by the millions! +\g; 
14th at Main, Duncan, Ok 73533 -~~ 
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~ips for Teachers 
~~~-
~~{: Ear~est Christians .are concerned in 
.~};·reachmg the lost with the .gospel of 
~{)[:Christ, God's power to save. Therefore 
\~ltihey welcome all the real help they can 
'"''"'' . <~J~btam. 
l.li:· ·~:;r; ~: Bros. Harvey Childress tells some-
~.~itlbing about some work he has done in 

LEONARD MULLENS 

reaching the lost. You will be interested 
in reading about it. 

The work to which Bro. Childress al
ludes is obtained from the Firm Founda
tion publishing house. Order some cop
ies, and put them to use. You'll be glad 
you did.-Leonard Mullens, P .0. Box 
828, Salado, Texas 76571. 

:~'tt 
_;.,Way To Reach More Lost Souls 
.::t. We are falling farther behind in teach
~ ::fjng the world the way of salvation. 

HARVEY A. CHILDRESS 

:llhere are more people out of Christ to-
1 )day than ever before. If we are serious 

·:1about 11 preaching the gospel to every 
··,jcreature," more of us must use a method 
: lihat takes less of our time so we can get 
. !the gospel to more people. 

I . r Such a. n:tethod is now available to 
· jevery Chnst1an. 
~ -~ For more than fifty years psychologists 
}have experimented with a teaching meth
·Iod called 11 programmed instruction." It 
iallows a student to learn at his own pace, 
hn his own time, and he will RETAIN 
J90% OF THE CONCEPTS he learns by 
· ifhis method. Education, industry, and 
~1he military are now using this method 
ho teach many subjects more effectively. 
;- "MY WONDERFUL SALVATION" is a 
ibook I have written in this format. It is 
,published by the firm foundation. It 
thas been thoroughly tested. The first 
tfour non-members who read the manu
~cript asked to be baptized. The post
itest reveals that all who go through this 

-!book learn the way of salvation in a way 
:they will remember. 

1 ~ Busy preachers and personal workers 
'can use this method to teach more 

people in less time. Instead of teaching 
by the slow methods of the past we can 
now use this new method to teach more 
effectively. Find those who want to know 
if they are acceptable to God. Give them 
a copy of "MY WONDERFUL SALVA
TION" and let them learn at their own 
speed, in their own time. 

Every Christian can use this method 
of reaching the lost. Everyone can give 
a copy of 11MY WONDERFUL SALVA
TION" to friends, acquaintances, and 
loved ones who want to be sure about 
their salvation. More Christians working 
with more people will save more souls. 

Copies of "MY WONDERFUL SALVA
TION" may be obtained from the firm 
foundation at $1.00 each. Each Chris
tian can buy several copies and begin to 
teach his neighbors, friends, even strang
ers. Congregations can obtain quantities 
and distribute them to their members 
who in turn can give them to those they 
know. 

Now we can accelerate teaching the 
gospel to the lost. . 

Now we can fulfill the command of 
Christ to teach every creature. 

Now we can have an abundant har
vest of sou Is! 

:An Agnostic's Impression of the Church J.D. CASH 

In 1979, jonathan Raban, an· English, 
;author, put a sixteen foot outboard 
tmotorboat into the Mississippi River in 
iMinneapolis and travelled southward to 
louisiana. Raban's river adventure was 
·:published under the title: "Old. Glory, 
tAn American Voyage." In the book he 
fiells not only about his encounters with 
~he perilous river, but also his impres
·rions of the people he met as he jour
lleyed through America's heartland. 
t; Raban is an agnostic, as his experi
.1¢nces along the way may show. He has 
~ome cynical, if not unkind, things to say 
:_.~~bout the various denominations he at-

ended from week to week. When he 
· ~ailed into New Madrid, Missouri on a 
_,~.unday night, he lodged in a motel di
: ~ ctly across from where the brethren 
:, .- et. What follows are his observations 
.~oncerning the church: 

·Ji At six, the lights came on in the 
. <t~hurch of Christ across the highway, and 
~ ·P:went to the evening service. 

'

·_:·.-.. ~. t ... _. It didn't look like a church. It was a 
: .: .rown concrete box like an old-fash-

·: .<>ned bomb shelter. It was furnished 
1:\]~ith bare pine walls, two rubber plants, 
;;;;.i~JU~.Iectric clock and a green nylon car-

a~~' . :.Jjft,, 

pet. Everything about it was a tacit re
proach to the showiness of other church
es. No piano playing was allowed in the 
Church of Christ. No rhetoric was per
mitted in its prayers and sermons. It was 
a strict, homespun, plainspoken sect. It 
had broken away from the Baptists in 
protest against the singing, shouting 
and idolatry of the parent church. 

The congregation was thin. We were 
all middle-aged. Most of us were women 
with tight home perms. We listened to 
Brother Southern talk on the theme of 
"troublesome times." He spoke flatly 
and sensibly. He had a "secular job" sell
ing tractor parts, and he chatted to us 
as if we were farmers who knew our 
business and wouldn't stand for any 
hokum from him. He reminded us of 
the Depression and the Wall Street 
Crash, of the businessmen in the 1930s 
who had killed themselves because they 
couldn't see a way out. He said that no 
one in 1979 was going through a rough
er time than St. Paul had known; and he 
upbraided those who, in 1979,-had been 
drawn to religion simply because they 
had fallen on troublesome times. 

"Sometimes, I think our religion is like 

You Heard It Wrong R. D. ICE 

John the Baptist's message from the 
wilderness was not "Smile, God loves 
you." It was, "0 generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come." But he said this to the 
religious leaders of his day. 

jeremiah was not put into the pit for 
preaching, "I'm OK, you're OK." It was 
for crying out against adultery, idolatry 
and other wickedness of his nation
the Jewish Church of God. 

Noah's message from the steps of the 
Ark was not, "Something GOOD is going 
to happen to you!" He condemned the 
world and was a preacher (and a prac
ticer) of righteousness. 

Jesus Christ was crucified, not for 
saying, "Consider the lilies, how they 
grow." But it was for saying, "Woe unto 
you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites 
. . . child of hell . . . fools and blind 
guides ... whitewashed tombs ... gen
eration of vipers." Note he said this to 
the leaders of the Jewish Church who 
knew the truth better than they were 
living it. 

To the woman taken in adultery, he 
said, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more." 

To the woman at the well, Jesus said: 
"But whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thrist; 
but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life." 

"But God commendeth his love to
ward us, in that, while we were yet sin
ners, Christ died for us." 
1206 N. Cayuga.St., Ithaca, NY 14850 

deer hunting. Just seasonal. You get a 
bad harvest, or inflation goes up, and on 
Sundays you see the cars lined up and 
down the streets around the churches. 
Then things get better and all you see 
are the cars of the faithful. That'. s what I 
mean by a seasonal religion. But such 
is not to be." 

After listening to television gospelers 
and ranting Baptist preachers, I felt well 
counseled by Brother Southern. Dry, 
solemn, moderate, he addressed us as 
his friends, and sounded as if he really 
meant it. 

"There is a way, friends. We can know 
the way. To the extent that we can find 
that way, we can know God. And I be
lieve that the . . . majority . . . of the 
problems in our lives can be solved by 
our belief in God." That qualifying 
majority was Brother Southern's hall
mark. 

We sang: 
If I walk in Heaven's light, 
Shun the wrong and do the right, 
I know the Lord will make a way for 

me. 
Had there been a robed choir and an 
electric organ up at the front, the words 
would have sounded grasping and brash. 
With just the two rubber plants and the 
wall clock, and with our voices halting 
as we listened for one another, frac-

(Continued on page 12) 
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SATURN ROAD CHURCH GIVES 
$41,400.00 FOR MISSIONS 

On October 25, the Saturn Road 
church in Garland, Texas, gave $41,400 
for special missionary work on their an
nual Harvest Sunday. This was the sec
ond such contribution at Saturn Road. 
By the addition of Harvest Sunday col
lection to .regular budgeted mission 
work, the church annually is putting 
some $100,000 into the fields of the 
world. The $100,000 represents approxi
mately one-third of Saturn Road's annual 
contribution. 

Because of the 1980 October special 
outpouring, Saturn Road was able to take 
the oversight of the Larry Moran family, 
who have now joined the mission team 
in Caracas, Venezuela. Saturn Road was 
also enabled by the extra amount to 
send Ron Holland and his family to the 
Sunset School of Missions in preparation 
for their move to Manila, Philippines in 
May, 1982. The Jeff Hamm family, also 
supported by Saturn Road at the Sunset 
School, will go in a large team effort to 
Manila in 1983. 

LIVING PROOF OF THE LORD'S 
WORK IN MEXICO 

When Vicente Capriano first heard "La 
Busqueda," the Herald of Truth program 
in Mexico, he had been preaching for a 
Pentecoastal group in the Tapachuala 
area of Southern Mexico. 

Deeply touched by the message, he 
wrote in to learn more about becoming 
a Christian as the Bible teaches it. After 
studying with a Christian, he soon de
cided to be baptized into Christ. 

Shortly after becoming a Christian, 
Vicente established two congregations of 

Life Begins 
at 39 Ca10p 

PETIIJOHN SPRINGS 

CHRISTIAN CAMP 

May 19-~2~ 1982 
Bill Wiley, Director, John Bannis
ter, Featured Speaker, Paul Epps, 
Song Leader. 

Camper & Trailer hookups avail
able. Each person will need to 
bring own linen & bath articles. 
Cost $25.00 includes 3 nights 
lodging, 8 meals, health, and 
accident insurance. Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, 
Box 420, Madill, Ok. 73446. 
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the Lord's church in Mexico. A few 
weeks ago he decided to serve the Lord 
full time in Mexico. 

Now through the help and support of 
Texas Christians in Albany, Vicente Ci
priano will have an even greater oppor
tunity to bring the light of Christ into a 
country that desperately needs it ... his 
country, Mexico. 

NEW CHURCH IN 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

The Southwest church of Christ in 
Richmond, Va., had its first meeting on 
October 18, 1981. Stephen Rook is the 
full-time evangelist supported by the 
Jackson Heights church, Florence, Ala
bama. 

The Southwest church currently meets 
at 8611 Midlothian Turnpike. 

Additional support is greatly neede 
for this mission field. Contact Stephe1 

Rook, P.O. Box 24776, Richmond V~ 
23224. I 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY <:, 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county , . 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. • r 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all . ;;: 
over town. Make racks for 15e. Instructions tt 
free. '·~ 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly Free. 

· Clip ad. check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 ~~ 
envelope stamped 35e addressed to you .. " 
LITERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas :; 

79601 .: .. 
,,.. ... 

.l•l Peppe~oine 

., r'" Univer.2sicy 
FACULTY POSITIONS 

.~ 

Pepperdine University is seeking Christian scholars for a limited number of faculty .a 
openings for fall, 1982. While a doctorate is generally expected, excellence in teach·,·; 
ing and ability to contribute to the University's commitment to Christian higher ;~ 
education will be primary criteria in evaluating candidates. Professional experience is .! 
desirable in applied areas. We seek candidates in the following areas: ~~ 

Advertising Music Theory 
German Nutrition/Food Science ·s 
Marketing/Management 
Mass Communication (Public Relations; Media Research) ~-1 

These openings are in Pepperdine's Seaver College, which shares the new Malibu ·; 
campus with the University's School of Law. Seaver College's limited enrollment is-.~ 
filled and we are working now to strengthen our academic program. Faculty salaries!! 
are competitive (AAUP level II) and teaching loads are conducive to research and ,.g 
personal development. Interested candidates are .encouraged to send resumes to fi 
Dean Norman Hughes, Pepperdine University, Malibu, CA 90265, by April 1. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Southwestern 
Singing School 

June 13 - 18, 1982 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

j& ~~ i 3 ill~ i I~ 1 l1 
1. let each voice greet the dsMl ~tb song; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 23, 

·'-. 

__ j 



'T-.: ~· 

~~;.· 
'!%W'' 11THE PROBLEM OF PAIN 
t1t~ AND SUFFERING" 
]~k: (Continued from page 6) 
~;a4.eal and deal with it as honestly as you 
r.;i~~n. There may be sorrow waiting for 
:~:@®ou as you take this stand and this too 

I· .. ;.~J:mu~t be accepted. And as you accept the 
>.·~e .. ahty of pam and suffermg remember 
~~fthat jesus has gone to prepare a place 
.:~1n heaven for you (John 14:1-6) and that 
~.\il11~ is coming again to take his faithful 
l.~ .. ~.·( Q.Uowers to that place where there will 
r ~~te no more II death; there shall no long-
:··;~ ~r be any mouring, or crying, or pain 
/. < •• " (Rev. 21 :4). Also attempt to control 

.-,~~ ·,·ain and suffering as best you can. jesus 
t -: .. ~.·-., id this all through his earthly ministry. 
1 Et 1· se the tools and means that God has 
·~m··~iven you _to ease your suffering whether 
.:.:_:~_· .. tt1 be phy~1cal, ment:=tl, or _spiritual. ~inal-
~_i.:m y.' enter IntO Suffermg With the attitude 
·t~nd conviction absolutely nothing can 
~:~eparate you from the love of God (Rom. 

,· :]8:35-39). Whether you are racked and 
·.:;i{Writhing with constant physical pain or 
~1-}experiencing the pain which so often 
hlaccompanies the loss of a loved one. 
',~ealize th~t you have access to the lord 
\Mtho has lived as a man and therefore 
'::~iknows and can identify with your pain 
,;:~(Heb. 4:15, 16). In obedience to his 

. ··.:~~11, call upon him for he has promised 
-~Ito never leave you nor forsake you. 

1 
J This type of faith will not give you any 
···'teady-made answers to the compelling 

questions of pain and suffering, but it 
will equip you with the strength which 
is necessary to endure the tests which 
so often come. Victory will be yours as 
you abide in and remain faithful to the 
lord! 
College Hill Church of Christ, 1102 6th, 
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

AN AGNOSTIC'S IMPRESSION 
OF THE CHURCH 

(Continued from page 9) 
tionally out of key and out of time, they 
sounded modest and groping. In our 
version, walking in Heaven's light came 
across as the most difficult accomplish
ment in the world. Baptists might find it 
easy to shun the wrong and do the right; 
but the Church of Christ knew other
wise. 

Pages 306-307 of Raban's Old Glory. 
True, Jonathan Raban's restoration his

tory may be somewhat inaccurate, but 
his impressions of the church from the 
standpoint of an outsider, even an un
believer, is most interesting. Our anxiety 
about the 11 image of the church," our 
pride about not being 11that bunch across 
the tracks anymore," may not concern 
the people we try to impress nearly so 
much as it does us. Somewhere, in the 
midst of this agnostic's description I 
think there may be a compliment. 
P.O. Box 854, Katy, Texas 77449 

ENROLLMENT RISING IN 
OUR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Within the past few months we have 
done a survey to determine the enroll
ment for the various institutions. 

The enrollment for (K-12) 150 Chris
tian schools totals 31,682. We compared 
the enrollment of these students in K-12 
with the full time student enrollment of 
our Christian colleges and universities 
which is 20,129. 

Of the 150 Christian schools we have 
identified 74 involved in a high school 
program. These are not all fully matured 
but each of these teaches at least the first 
parts of the high school program.-Don 
Gardner, 14614 Falling Creek Dr., Hous
ton, Tx 77068. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
K-12 

16617 Parthenia Street 
Sepulveda, California 91343 

Phone 312·892-8695 
SFVCS is in its 16th year; owns its own 
campus with buildings and six acre campus. 
It offers complete medical an~ dental plan 
for employees. Write or call. L D. Webb, 
Administrator 

.i 
':1 IDITQRIAL 
. ! . POUCY STATEMENT 

:, 1 It shaD be the sole purpose of this 
·: ! paper to launch an intensive Bible 

study for spiritual development. We, 
I , • as the editorial staff, shall strive to 

challenge and improve the exegetical 

IRe ezGnefG ~ ... a new monthly paper designed· to edify 
Q teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 

Bible students. 

' 1 abilities of concerned people by 
. f presenting articles that cause us to 

think and sharpen our understand· 
ing of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 

: ration of the Holy Scriptures; the 
1 

: absoluteness of the saving power of 
j the gospel of Christ. 

BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
BIBUCAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
wiD be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Ha01ey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

r--------------------I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
1-year subscription). 

:Name ________________________ __ 

I Address-------------
: City, State, Zip ___________________ _ 

I 

l 
-~ . 
,I 

... ' 
.· .•. l.' 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

I :·. 

-. ·,? 

t·'r'·,···--

~~!1 

Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas-76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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SALLY BENSON 
Sally Benson, wife of Dr. George S. 

Benson, President Emeritus of Harding 
University, died at Central Arkansas Gen
eral Hospital in Searcy, Arkansas, Thurs
day, December 17, 1981, after a brief 
illness. 

Sister Benson was 85 years of age. She 
served as a missionary in China for 
eleven years, from 1925 through july 
1936, with her husband. She taught at 
Harding and was its First Lady for twenty
nine years, from 1936 to 1965. After liv
ing in Oklahoma City about three years, 
the Bensions returned to Searcy where 
they were living at the time of her death. 
In addition to her husband, she is sur
vived by two daughters, Lois McEuen of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and Ruth Crowder, 
McComb, Illinois, and 9 grandchildren. 

Sister Benson's funeral was conducted 
December 19, in the auditorium of the 
College church in Searcy, Arkansas. 
Dale Foster, local minister of the church, 
assisted by Lott Tucker, Jr., and Conard 
Hays, conducted the service. Interment 
was in White County Memorial Gardens. 

EDDIE BRISTOW 
Eddie Bristow, missionary sponsored 

by the East Chester church of Christ in 
Kraaifontein, Cape Town, South Africa, 
suffered a massive brain hemorrhage 
early Saturday morning, February 13th 
and died in Tygerberg Hospital that eve
ning. The funeral was on Wednesday, 
February 17th. Eddie had three married 
children and two still at home. Our 
deepest sympathy is extended to Vola 
Bristow and the family. Those who knew 
Eddie may wish to send a memorial gift 
to Vola. You may send it by the church 
at East Chester. 

Ray Hawk, 1461 E. Chester 
Jackson, TN 38301. 

THE SAM SHEWMAKER FAMILY 
TRAVEL FUND JULY 1982 

Sam Shewmaker, son of J. C. and 
Joyce Copeland Shewmaker, was born 
in Africa in 1943. His parents were there 
38 years. In 1967, Sam and Nancy went 
to Zambia and remained until1981. Dur
ing this time three children were born 
to them. They are ages 14, 12, and 11. 

TRAVEL FUNDS of about $9,000.00 are 
needed by April 1, 1982, so arrange
ments for their return in July can be 
made. Ott Shewmaker, an uncle of 
Sam's has agreed to assist in raising the 
travel funds. Checks should be mailed 
to P. 0. Box 2498, Pampa, Texas for 
acknowledgement. PLEASE MAKE 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO SUNNY HILLS 
CHURCH OF CHRIST of 2255 North 
Euclid Street, Fullerton, Ca. 92635, their 
sponsoring congregation. MARK CHECK 
"SHEWMAKER TRAVEL FUND." 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Brown Trail School of Pr~aching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.J. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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HOME COMING 
DAY 

MARCH 28, 1982 

All former members and friends 
of the Central Church of Christ 
are invited to come Home ... 
and spend an exciting and spir
itually rich day with us. 

SPEAKER 
BRENT ADAMS 
P.lainview, Tex. 

Bible Study 9:30a.m. 

COMMEMORATING 
75th Anniversary of Church in 

Shawnee 
40th Anniversary in present location 

Full day of activities planned 

Central Church of Christ 
10th & Bell, Shawnee, OK .. ) 

1-405-273-3065 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
_ Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic -As Attractive as : 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

'j 

I 
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HURLEY H. DUNN 

Hurley H. Dunn was a gospel preach
er. He died on December 20, 1981, at 
the age of 87, in his home in Litt le Rock, 
Arkansas. He was self-educated, self
motivated, and self-supported, a farmer, 
school teacher, and community leader. 
His li fe is proof that a man who really 
wants to preach, and w ho has the "na
tive bent" to do so, as he expressed it, 
can succeed, regardless of his ci rcum
stances, provided he is willing to apply 
himself. 

begin evange listic work. Then, for forty 
years he preached in meetings in Arkan
sas and other states, from coast to coast, 
baptizi ng hundreds of people. His aud i
ences varied from people sitting on 
rai I road ties to the largest congrega
tions in some states, as he preached in 
tabernacles, brush arbors, country school 
houses, in towns, cit ies, and hamlets. 
Many calls were for mission meetings, 
and his w i fe stayed with the farm to 
help pay his expenses. He never com
p lained or asked for help. To the end of 
h is li fe he said, "The Lord has been so 
good to me. How can I ever thank him 
enough?" 

r 
( 

( 
I 
•I 

r 
I 

I 
I 
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Bro. Dunn was born on April 6, 1894, 
in a log cabin at Planter, in Sebastian 
County, Arkansas, the tenth ch ild born 
to Franklin Wade and Martha Posey 
Dunn. His father, also, was a highly re
spected gospel preacher and farm er fo r 
rnany years in western Arkansas. Hurley 
married Lundy Beatrice Floyd on Sep
tember 7, 1913, and th ey lived in Sebas
tian County their entire lives until mov
ing to Little Rock five years ago to be 
near thei r daughters. 

When he was sixteen, he was baptized 
by joe Mays. From that time, Hurley 
determined to preach. But his responsi
bilities increased with marriage, five 
daughters to raise and educate, and a 
farm to run. In the years that ensued, he 
served the Lord faithfully as Bible teach
er, congregational leader, and devoted 
husband and father. It was not until 
1933, when he was 39, with only two 
girls st ill at home, that he was f ree to 

Bro. Dunn is survived by his widow; 
fou r daughters, Mildred Ralston , Geneva 
Guthrie, Mescal j ohnston, and Nyna 
Keeton, all of Little Rock; a sister, Mrs. 
j. B. Waters of Huntington; seven grand
children and fourteen great-grandchil
dren. 

Memorial services were conducted in 
Little Rock by John Gipson, Danny Burle
son, and Larry Bridges. 

--o-
ACU ANNOUNCES MISSIONS 

FUND DRIVE 
A half million dollar fund-raising cam

paign aimed at the construct ion of a 
new Missions Education facility on the 
Abi lene Christian University campus was 
announced today by the university's 
board of t rustees. 

The effort wi ll be led by the Missions 
Education Advisory Committee, directed 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 36 COURSES) 

for P1·eacbers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and D eacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
.For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 

Phone (313) 238-1011 
• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaigns 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• O~;~eratin~ Since 1970 
• LOcated near Valley Christian 

Academy (grades K-8) 

What are your plans for 1982-83? 

Why not study Psalms with Gene Collings? Brother Collings 
will thrill you with this and many other Bible subjects. Make 
plans now to take part in our program. 

1982 SESSIONS BEGIN: APR. 20, SEPT. 7 andNOV. 16 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

by Dr. james Carley, chairman, a Sti ll
water, Okla., Physician. 

The campaign to raise the money will 
include efforts directed to individuals 
and foundations, said Dr. Gary D. Mc
Caleb, vice president for un iversi ty ad
vancement. My Caleb said the drive 
would begin immediately and was hope
ful that the initial goal could be reached 
w ithin a year. 

More than 1,500 missionaries and 
church leaders have received training 
in the Summer Seminar in M issions since 
it began in 1968. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Co1ztinuom enrollment witb 

two plays to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Healtb Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 witb no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box 828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans o1zly offered to worke1·s among 
Cburcbes of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students i1z training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americam 

Coverage good anywhere 

TEACHERS - ELEMENTARY & JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS ~AIDS 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

LUNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QUAUACATIONS 

I· 

l F IIJTHFUL CHRISTIAN UFE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

MUST LOVE WORKING WITH CHILOREN 
ACTIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEMBERSHIP 

'I 

Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue I Covina. CA 91723 

(213) 331·0559 (213) 331·0550 
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CONGREGATIONS BAPTIZING 
100 OR MORE IN 1981 

Thi rty-two congregations in th e Unit
ed States baptized 100 or more persons 
into Christ in 1981. This is the largest 
number of congregations since we began 
publish ing the annual Firm Foundat ion 
survey. (In 1980 there were 27 such 
congregations.) 

No congregation has been intentional
ly overlooked. Brethren who know of 
others who should be included in the 
survey are invited to contact David Tar
bet, church of Christ, 90 Clapboard 
Ridge Road, Danbury, CT 06810. 

Here is th e address of each congrega
tion along With the pulpit minister's 
name and the number of baptisms. The 
list is in order of the total number of 
bapt isms. 

Bossier City, LA (71010) 2125 Ai rli ne Dr 
church. 

Jim McDaniel, M inister. Baptized: 289 
Lubbock, TX (97413) 34th & Memphis 
(Sunset) church. 

Harold Taylor, Minister. Baptized: 247 
Los Angeles, CA (90047) 1655 W. Man
chester Blvd . (Southside) church. 

Carl Baccus, Min ister. Baptized: 246 
Houston, TX (77020) 4308 Stonewall (5th 
Ward) church. 

Thomas Foster, Minister. Baptized: 141 
Madison, TN (37115) 106 Gallatine Rd N. 
ch urch. 

Ira North, M inister. Baptized: 127 
Pueblo, CO (81 001) 1022 Liberty La (Bel
mont) church. 

Liberty 
Trail 

Wil~ ie Florez, Minister. Baptized: 126 
Nashville, TN (37211) Inner City Minis
try of the churches of Chris t in Nashvi ll e 
(Radnor) church . · 

Lytle Thomas, Minister. Baptized : 126 
Phoenix, AZ (85029) 411 1 W. Be ll Rd. 
(Metro) church. 

Wayne Monroe, Minister. Baptized: 
125 
Miami, FL (33125) 3501 W. Flagler St 
(Miami Gables). 

Lyman Merenees, Minister. Baptized : 
125 
Newark, NJ (071 08) 894 S. 14th St 
church. 

Eugene Lawton, Minister. Baptized: 
124 
Los Angeles, CA (90037) 455 W 57th & 
Figueroa St church. 

R. N. Hogan, Minister. Baptized: 120 
Bal timore, MD (21229) 4301 Woodridge 
Rd church. 

Humphrey Foutz, Minister. Baptized : 
119 
Tu lsa, OK (73128) 3434 Garnet Rd 
church. 

Marvin Phillips, Minister. Baptized: 
114 
Mound Bayou, MS (38762) Highway 61 
North church. 

Harvey M. jackson, Minister. Baptized : 
110 
Stockton, CA (95204) 4368 N. Sutter 
church. 

Clifton Ditmore, Minister. Baptized: 
109 
Columbia, SC (29205) 2925 Divine St 
(Shandon) chu rch. 

1 0~andy McKean, Min ister. Baptized: 

Tallahassee, FL (32303) 901 Thomasvi ll 
Rd (Un iversi ty) church. e 

Steve Gooch, M inister. Bapt ized: 10? 
Fort Coll ins, CO (80525) 2101 S. College 
(Rocky Mt.) church. 

Bi ll Morrow, Minister. Bapt ized: 106 
Tucson, AZ (85719) 2848 N. Mountain Av 

church. 
Randy Tuminello, M inister. Baptized· 

104 . 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL (33323) 11810 N.W 
19th St (Plantation) church. · 

Bruce Wi ll iams, Minister. Baptized· 
102 . 
Bloom ington, IN (47401) 2121 N. Dunn 
(North Centra l) church. 

Oliver Rogers Min ister. Baptized: 102 
Baton Rouge, LA (70815) 8725 Jefferson 
Hgwy church. 

Vernon Ray, M in ister. Baptized: 101 
Los Angeles, CA (90044) 6306 S. Nor
mandie St church. 

Carro ll Pitts, Jr., M in ister. Baptized: 
100 
Denver, CO (8021 0) 2000 S. M i lwaukee 
St (University) church. 

Bruce Wadzeck, Min ister. Baptized: 
100. 

•!•-••-c-c~•-~~~~· 

I THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! ··~-' 
i Lear~ to win souls in a one-year internship. 

~ualofy to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
i ~R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send • 
1 for details to School of Personal Evange- l 

' 

lism. at Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman 
Avenue. P.O. Box 22307. Memphis. Tn .• 

i 38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
; 0120. NO TUITION. • 
•.·--.--~~-.·-~.--.~~·:· 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

JUNE 28 - JULY 2 
Make this year's vacatio n bo th fa mily-centered and G od-centered! The Seventh 
Annual Va lley Forge Family Encampment features an inspira tio nal lecture series 
with some of the most outstanding speakers and teachers in the brotherhood 
a long with classes and activities fo r a ll ages, guided tours to his torical and cultural 
s ites in the Philade lphia a rea, and great. Chris tian fe llowship. The Encampment is 
he ld on the beautiful campus of Nor theastern Chris tian Junior College located 
only minutes away from both Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 
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SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Reuel Lemmons 
M. Norvel Young 

He le n Young 
Larry Roberts 
Steve Le mley 
Emily Lemley 
Elza Huffard 

Elijah Anthony 
Lar ry Van Steenberg 

Wit C. Goodheer , Director 

Theme: "Chris t in You, 
The Hope of Glory 

Write for Information! 

·----------------------------------, j Pleas e send a brochure with full 
l details abo u t the Valley Forge 
I Encampment. 
: Name 
I 
I 

I Address ------ - ---
St reet 

City State Zip Code 

Return to: Wit C . G oo dheer, Director 
King of Prussia C hurch of Christ 
590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265-1585 

---------------------------------~ 
FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 23, 1982 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertisin&' in tht. seetion $1.50 per line. Desi~rned esped3lly to aecommodn~ con&"re&'ations 

advertising mteling p laces, preache rs seekinr work or congrerntions atekin~: prtnc.hen:. A bo other 
acceptnble m atter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Pre3ehin&"-Personnl Evangelism-Missions 
Exeeptionnl Currieulum for Women 

"'approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Direetor 

1 (SOS) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - U::ILLEEN, TEXAS 

southside Church of Christ 1 505 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Robert L. G r egg, Mi n ister. P h one 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CJIURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfi eld Ct. 
T el e. : 988-1024 

Sec Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Den!. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON , VA., 20 N. I rving S t. , corner of 
Irving & Arlin&"lon Blvd. (Rt. 50) . Convenient to 
nation's cnpitnl & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.l\1.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For t r ansportalion
direetions ph. 528-0535. Wors hip with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHATHA~l. N. J .. Fairmount a nd Southerp 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRI S'.!'. 2700 Ue l:larr .H.d. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, AnchoraJ:'e, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREAC HING 
11300 Dubl!n Road 

P lenaant on, Call!ornln 9 4566 
J a mes W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. P h. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h o! Christ, 4647 Hnuaala Rd., Knpan, Hawaii 
95746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Slay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham a t 312 Bcllficld Rd., Knoxville, Tenn . 

37922._--;-=--.-==-;;;~::;-;-~==;-;-;----
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and H oover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

?tlin isters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 
-----~P,:::a:;u:-1 -=H~nrper, 473-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4590 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAI NE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday <lasses, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
9S9-2539, or 865-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write :>.bout 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVA.l'iSVJLLE, IND .. 2205 E. Jllor~nn A'Ve •• 
U.S. 400 Enst OppoNi t e K-lll nrt. Offi ce 4'1'1-
szn. nobby Wnde. Jilin. 470-4056. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just ofi 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669·1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
" EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
r!'re staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene· 
frts. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
t ive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklahoma 74 801. 
SUN CITY. CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church o! 
Chr ist. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-101 0. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los An&'eles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale L in&"e 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a ministe• to help carry on a German work and 
Preach 75% of time to mili tary community. Full time 
sNupport available by congregation. Position available 
_ovember 1982. Previous experience under elders de

sued but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
~GS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
~OOten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
~ and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
~~L TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVTDED 
~•u SALARY NEGOTI ABLE. P LEASE SEND 
RESUME AND P ICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
g,mrsT, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS , TEXAS 78355. 

one: 512/348-3005. 

Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, ulility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992·2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209·992-3200. 
"PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
of lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
serve the church there (need by Ap ril 4). Home fur
nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 280, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
1 -806/866-4474." 
Wanted: Preacher Cor Central Texas Congre~ation 
Send application by resume, mail to Church of Christ, 
Box 544; Rosebud, TX 76570. 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
w ith desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-ha lf his su pport. If interested 
and within 500 miles of Sr. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
"Congregation with about 60 in attendance in south
west Oklahoma needs full-time minister. Applicant 
must be self-starler and aggressive as there are no 
elders. Lots of potential in this agriculturally oriented 
town of 2,000, plus a large trade territory. An esli· 
mated 150 from this area are members. We offer com· 
petitive seslary for this area and will provide nice, 
comfortable older home and other benefits. Please 
reply to Carnegie church of Christ, P. 0. Box 540, 
Carnegie, Ok. 7301 5." 
ATI'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. " E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.?IL W erl. 7: 00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 795-2311. 
WE REBIND CH ERISHED BI OLES-write for free 
leather .nmples and prices. Dible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218·732-5105. 
WANTED: Exec II en t America n.:...::,S;..t...::a n.:.d:;.a::.:rc..,d-oC:-o-n_c_o-rd-;-a-n_c_e. 
Price? Mack Stirman, Rl. 1 Box 232, Chilton, TX. 
76632. 
vunrA, ARIZ., 051 ·w. 28th st. Sunday

to. 11 a . m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST 

Presenting Seminars & Workshops on: Enhancing Com
munication: Building Better Families; Dealing With 
Anger & Anxiety; Common Sense Discipline For Par
ents & Teachers; Stress Management; or your topic. 
Presented by a deacon with over 10 years of crisis 
intervention experience. For an interesting. humorous, 
and informative presentation contact: Roger Allen, 
Ph.D. 3331 Cameron, Tyler, Texas 75701, 214/595-0111 . 
PREACHER WANTED for 280-member congregation 
with active bus and personal evangelism program. 
Send resume to Central Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
251, Cocoa, Florida, 32922, Attn : Walt Gilfilen. No 
Phone call$ please. 
" SINGLE AGA IN! THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READ ING 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS· 
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR LIFE. SINGLES 
BEYOND COLLEGE ACE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN ALWAYS-SINGLE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 2925, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
Revelat ion Complete in 12 cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue album. "In th e End, God" plus book on prem ii· 
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen l. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (9181 341·2926 

Head Cook Wanted 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Madill, OK. has 
opening for mature Christian with experience in food 
preparation for large groups. Excellent pay and fringe 
benefits. room and board provided, would consider 
husband /wife team. Job will run from middle of May 
till middle of August. Send leiter of application includ
ing qualifications and experience to Alan Bennen , m~r. 
Pellijohn Springs Christian Camp, Rl. 1, Box 420, Madoll, 
Ok. 73446 or call 405-795·501 5. 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Wri te: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquelle, Ml 49855. Ph. Ron Barlanen, 906/226-2310. 

Illness necessitates sale of Christian bookstore and 
school supply combination located in Denver, Colorado. 
Interested parties call Gaylen or Ann Ammons at AC 
303-922-1625. 

Visiting The '82 World's Fair! 
Stay in a Christian home. Very re~sonable rates. For 
information call 1·615·435-6493 or wrrte Bud Burke, P.O. 
Box 101, Oliver Springs, Tenn. 37840. 

WANTED-good used set of )u le Miller Visualized Bible 
Study series films and film projector. Contact )ames 
Snyder, 206 SE 5th, Stig ler, OK 74462, if interested in 
selling yours. 

INSTITUTO BIBLICO LATINOAMERICANO, Bible, He
brew, Greek and Leadership Training by extension for 
Spanish-speaking Christians. Institution founded , sup
ported and headed for latin-American members of the 
Churches of Christ. For further information contact: 
Rafael Serrano R. , Apartado 27953 Bogota, Colombia, 
SO America. 

WANTED: Full-time preacher tor a hard-working con· 
greGal ion of 190 of the Lord's people in southern 
California. This is a close knit family of Christians who 
have the reputotion of being the fri endliest congregation 
anywhere. There is fantastic crowlh potential in this 
area and our present building will seal 550. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic man experienced in all 
phases of church growth and edification. We see a great 
future for the church here in Downey and want some· 
one who can help plan the work and work the plans. 
If interested in becoming part of this evangelistic effort, 
please send complete resume1 references, 1 or 2 
taped sermons, and family photo to: Elders, Imperial 
Hwy. Church ol Christ, 8321 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey, 
Ca. 90242. Phone: (213) 869·3610. Position open May 1, 
1982. 

CUSTOM TAPE DUPLICATION SERVICE. For prices, wri te 
to: TAPES, Box 1269, Abilene, Tx. 79604. 

WANTED: We need a young man (married) to work 
with our young people and to work in our education 
program. Also, to preach when our local minister is 
away. If interested, write to: Eiders, Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 256, Murfreesboro, Ark. 71958 

TEACHERS NEEDED AT FWC 
Teachers needed for 1982·63 school year. Must be dedi· 
cared Christians. English dept. head, experienced, prefer 
Master's degree up; counselor; music dept. head; head 
basketball coach; foreign language teacher. Christian 
school ministry-salary $11,000 up plus tuition and 
other benefits. Contact: Harold Wade, 7517 Bogart Drive, 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76118, (817) 498-1009. 

O rder by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEX A S C A L L 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regula rly a supply of 
fresh, pure, un leavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sma ll carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton--oil carefully sea led so 
it will keep indefin itely. Every congrega 
tion should have o n hand a good supply at 
all times. Price : Lo rge carton, each, $3.00, 
p lus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, A ustin, Texas 78767 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2 , 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 
on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2@ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name;---------------------------------------------------------
Address. ____________________________________________ _ 

Q~-------------------------------S~e; __________ ~~--------
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MONTERREY SCHOOL OF PREACHING celebrated its third 
graduation by awarding diplomas to 5 graduates-3 from 
M.exico and 2 from the Dominican Republic. Pictured here 
W!th the faculty are (l to R), Ferandes Barrientos, David 
D1cent, Miguel Mtz, and Gustavo Secundino. Absent is Andres 
Paul. The Monterrey school of preaching is providing Mexico 
and all of latin America with approximately six new preach
ers each year. 

Austin, Texas, £rch 30, 1982 

... 
\ 
' 

INSIDE n -itS ISSUt: 

The Essence of Unity ................ .. ........ . .. . . .. 2 
Unity of the Spirit-Riley ........... . ................. . 3 
Thoughts About Balance -Brown .... ... ............ . .. 4 
What's Wrong with th e Northeast?- Tarbet ..... . ........ 6 
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What The Restoration Movement 

Has Accomplished (5)-lewis . ...................... 7 
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The.;~Essence of Unity 
. '• ' ~ 

Every conScientious soul is interested in Christian 
unity. None wish to be estranged. There is a strange and 
strong attachment that draws people together. If it were 
not for perverse powers there would be no need to 
strive for unity; it would come automatically. 

It might be good to call attention to the very nature 
of the unity that is Christian unity. So far as the kingdom 
of heaven is concerned, unless unity is Christian unity it 
is valueless. There are all kinds of ecumencial ~~move
ments," and unity is often sought on the basis of com
promise or convenience. But Christian unity makes a 
clear distinction between Bible based faith and religious 
convenience. 

One beautiful thing about Christian unity is its purify
ing power. It separates clearly the specious from the 
genuine. And it draws a clear line between those who 
are Christian and those who are not. It was never the 
aim of Christian unity to amalgamate all the sects. It is 
incongruent with the very nature of unity to suggest that 
diversity is the spice of it. Real unity presumes a com
mon faith which is based firmly on the universal recep
tion of a single body of fundamental truth. People who 
do not believe alike can hardly have unity. 

The scheme of redemption with its clear and concise 
terms of pardon cannot be set aside. God has not left 
us ignorant of what he requires as essential to salva
tion. It is impossible to have Christian unity with those 
who have not become Christians in keeping with these 
simple terms. Any attempt at unity which mixes those 
who have not become Christians with those who have, 
and which equates them as mutually acceptable to God 
will fail. Regardless of the show the unity is a sham. 

For Christian unity to be real, all parties must want it. 
Unity cannot be forged by councils and enforced by 
decree. It must spring from mutual desire founded upon 
mutual faith in one body of divine truth, and promoted 
by natural love of those who find themseves in one 
body by one faith in one lord. This kind of unity is not 
a truce between warring factions; it is a vital union re
sulting from the spiritual relationship that each bears 
to the other as a result of their common redemption in 
Christ. Unity is possible because-and only because
all parties to it are in Christ. 

Most "religion" falls down at the point of primary 
obedience to the gospel. When the terms of pardon are 
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.. 
tampered with, the scheme of Redemption is distorted. , 
and the terms of pardon are ignored. An aborted con .. 
version results and ignorance and prejudice make uni~~ 
impossible. ·, 

The most important question ever asked is, "Wh~t:. 1 

must I do to be saved?." Until this question is correctiy · 
answered, Christian unity is impossible, for unity can. 
exist only among those who are Christian. ;~<. 1 

Among all who say they take the Bible as the authori~::· . 
tative will of God there is general agreement that it k· ! 
impossible to please God without faith. Once faith Js.: 1 

recognized as essential, it logically follows that Sinners.· 
will perish without repentance because we are not sav~d 
in our sins, but from our sins. The Bible which is so plain· 
on these subjects is even more plain regarding tlj~ · 
place, purpose and prospect of baptism. If these fund~
mental principles are not accepted in unison there c~n · i 
be no Christian unity because these are the primary I 
prerequisites of becoming a Christian. Any denial of thjs 
primary scheme of redemption makes Christian unity. 1 

impossible because Christian unity is a unity amot}g I 
those who are Christians. This is how we become Chris
tians. Unity on any other basis would hopelessly mix { 
those who have never become Christians with those 
who have, and thus render Christian unity absurd. ,;-~. · 

Not all the religious world is therefore eligible fqr 
Christian unity. Attempting it among ineligibles is folly.· 
Christian unity should be considered among those wh9 
have become Christian. Among these unity is not an op~ 
tion; it is mandatory. 

At the point of entering the Kingdom Christian unity 
becomes possible. Ignoring the line-drawing nature of 
the terms of pardon, in an attempted to .spread unity 
further than God intended that it should be observed is 

. in itself a sjn. Only those who are "in Christ" constitut~ , 
the one body. "Be ye not unequally yoked together wi~~ 
unbelievers. For what fellowship hath righteousness with. 
unrighteousness and what communion hath light wit~·:, 
darkness? And what concord hath Christ w~~i·f: 
Belial? .... And what agreement ha~h the temple,'~:.· 
God with idols?" .... See 2 Cor. 6:14-18. .·;;:b.·: 
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·E~:: In this study, we shall focus on "the 
'h~;unity w~ich the Spirit creates within the 
-~:::,~hurch. "Paul urged !he ~phesian Chris
,.,~;; trans t<;>. ~agerly mamtam the unity of 
~t~:,~he Sprr_Jt m the bond of peace" (Eph. 
~:r:;.~:3). Thrs presupposed that they under
'"~~tood the nature of unity. Since we are 
.JJi~ar removed from the early church we 
df;)nay overlook the various levels on 
:t:ft~hich unity occurs. Thus, we shall ex
:;j;.plore the _nat~rr:: of unity as well as the 
.g(way to mamtam rt. 
.;,;~, In, Ephesians 1:9-10, Paul declared that 
'.~rt~od s eternal purpose was "To unite all 
:~~things in Christ, things in heaven and 
ii!flings on earth." Christ has been exalt
::'~~ed a~ L~rd over all things (Eph. 1 :21-22), 
~~lbert hrs present Lordship is hidden in 
j)he world. However, he is now recog
}~ized as Lord of the Church (Eph. 1:22-
,;~;a~~- When. he comes again, the entire 
.rumverse wrll bow before him and con
::·~ess him as Lord. 
:'t;-·; In. the meantime, the church has the 
·\~~p7cral chal~enge of dec.larir'!g th~ Lor~
·~~b.'P of Chn~t ~nd manryestmg hrs unr
:~fymg work m rts own mner life (Eph. 
.: .:3:1 0). When Jesus died on the cross he 
'qshattered barriers which divided man 
·.Vrom God and man. f!om man (Eph. 

;=2:11). He created w1thm his people a 
:t-n.ew oneness, the one new man which 
. ,;i,ncluded Jew and Gentile, male and 
.:female, slave and free man (Gal. 3:26-
_{-28). This unity was created by the Spirit 
:when the love of God was poured into 
,,the believer's heart upon baptism into 
7.Christ (I· Cor. 12:12-13; Rom. 5:5). Thus, 
-~e church stands before a watching 
,..world, saying, "Look at what Christ has 
:done in our fellowship and you will 
;see God's eternal purpose for the 
;;wor!d." In Jesus' prayer for unity he 
;realized that an unbelieving world 
~~ould only accept him when it saw 
·.unity among his disciples (Jn. 17). 
· Upon a careful reading of the NT, we 
observe the early church experiencing 

,tremendous difficulties maintaining the 
unity of the Spirit. It was .not easy to 
-unite Jew and Gentile in one ·body 
:(Gal., Acts 10, 11, 15). There were 
;~lso immense sociological barriers which 
:~~parated men and women {I Cor. 11, 1; 
J1m. 2, I Pet. 3). Likewise, the problem 
~Qf uniting slave and free man created 
~m~ny practical problems {I Cor. 11; Jas. 
~;1). Still, the apostles and the early 
;c~~rch "eagerly sought to maintain the 
H~1ty of the Spirit!" 
,. ·.The above examples indicate that 

' ~here are different levels on which unity 
,~~ .. experienced. We normally think of 
JH1ity in strictly doctrinal terms. But Paul 
~w unity as primarily a relational or so
)jological category. As he stated in Eph. 
tl:4-6, one's response to God on a "doc
·tr!nal level" is the key to preserving 
i~~ity. But unity itself must express it
.~~lf in the relationship between the 
r~ces, the sexes and the various eco-

. n~mic groupings. 
·uJ"he problem of division in the early 
sh.urch was not doctrinal as much as cul
~ral. This has been true throughout 

1 ~_~urch history. For instance, how has 
. the church in America divided itself? 

r· ··We have divided ourselves along racial, 
i'':&i;' 
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linguistic, sexual, and economic Jines 
The world notices how the church talk~ 
about love an~ yet divides along social 
an~ cultural lmes. This invalidates our 
cla1m to be the body of Christ and en
tr~nches t.he world in its unbelief! H. 
R1chard N1ebuhr in "The Social Sources 
of Denominationalism" convincingly 
proves that most divisions in the Ameri
can ~hurch are first cultural, and then 
doctnnal arguments are used to justify 
what has already occurred. 

P~u! s~w .that the unifying force in 
<:;hnstr.amt~ 1s one's own personal rela
tronshlp wrth God. He had his own tra
dition on which to draw. The "Shema" 
was the unifying truth in Judaism: "The 
Lord our God is one Lord." Because the 
Lord is one, we who belong to him are 
one in him. Consequently, Paul dis
cussed our <?neness in Christ, and ap
pealed to thrs essential oneness as the 
unifying force in the Christian fellow-
ship. . 

There are seven "ones" listed in Eph. 
4:4-6, not by accident since seven is the 
number of perfection. There is one 
body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord 
~ne f?ith, one baptism, one God. Paul 
rs saymg to the Ephesians: "All of you, 
Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or 
fre~, have a~cepted ~hrist and you have 
built your life on th1s one foundation! 
Why can you not, therefore, I ive to
gether in the unity of the Spirit?" 

I have already alluded to the tremen
dous challenge which Jesus placed upon 
the early church to live together in one 
body! Yet the early church sought to 
meet this challenge, and as NT Chris
tians we can do no less. The Jew-Gentile 
controversy strained the fabric of early 
Christianity. Some Jewish Christians felt 
the Gentile Christians should accept the 
law and rabbinical traditions to enjoy 
Christianity fellowship. On the other 
hand, there were Gentile Christians who 
felt that Jewish holidays and food Jaws 
were at best silly, and worse, ludicrous. 
When the apostles and Jerusalem elders 
convened over this matter, they worked 
out a compromise. They decided, under 
the leadership of the Spirit, that jewish 
Christians could maintain their tradi
tions as long as they did not impose 
them on the Gentiles. At the same time, 
the Gentiles were free from these tradi
tions as long as they did not ignore the 
demands of table fellowship. It was a 
compromise which both sides felt un
comfortable with. But the concern for 

un.ity overrode personal liberty or 
pnv1leges. Compromise is not a degrad
mg word,. not when you realize that 
~oth . partres are giving up personal 
lrbertres to promote a greater common 
good. 

I have related the above incident to 
force us to ask ourselves: 11How serious 
~re we about unity?" Unless we are wiJJ
mg to admit that we share more in 
common with other believers than really 
separate us, ~nd unless we .are willing 
to comprom1se personal liberties to 
maintain our unity, how can we really 
say ~e are the body of Christ where 
God 1s demonstrating his will for the 
world? 

The Restoration movement was origi
nally a 11Unity movement." Our religious 
fore-fathers saw division among Chris
tians as an evil in the body of Christ; it 
was a cancer that needed to be surgical
ly removed. Thomas Campbell wrote 
11The Declaration and Address'' as an 
eloquent appeal for unity. Alexander 
Campbell worked "to unite the Chris
tains among the seds." Our banner was 
uwe are not the only Christians, but 
Christians only." These leaders were not 
concerned about organizational unity or 
super-denominations. They simply want
ed to break down the barriers which 
divided Christians. In the early years 
believers from a variety of denomina
tions found a welcome home in restora
tion churches. 

This was a noble experiment. But the 
leadership was passed to a new genera
tion which was more concerned with 
consolidating gains than uniting the 
whole church under the Lordship of 
Christ. Before too many years, the Res
toration movement itself began frag
menting and dividing into warring 
camps. Now, we find ourselves con
tributing to the problem rather than 
being part of the solution. The irony is, 
"We have not divided over primary 
doctrines-The Seven Ones-but over 
secondary or peripheral matters." This 
compounds the tragedy of our situation! 
Moreover, disunity again is knocking at 
the door. 

How shall we approach this problem? 
I cannot speak for anyone other than 
myself. 

I believe we need to recapture jesus' 
concern for unity, and make "The Unity 
of the Spirit" our constant prayer and 
the object of our labors. 

I believe we need to follow the Spir
its' leadership and work towards re
moving all social barriers which divide 
the body of Christ. 

I believe we must seek out common 
ground with other believers, and em
phasize what we share in common! 
This will require compromising personal 
opinions and liberties in order to enjoy 
fellowship. This is not a call to sacrifice 
truth! It is the recognition that some 
truth is more important than other truth . 
Above all, it is the recognition that truth 
is something into which one grows i~ a 
loving atmosphere, and not somethmg 
one possesses because it has been 
forced upon him . 
1580 River Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 
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Thoughts About Balance 
When I attend a lecture program at 

one of our Christian Colleges and listen 
to a wide variety of lectures and mes
sages of various intensity and subject 
matter, I am more impressed than ever 
with the need for balance, perspective 
and Christian maturity in our thinking, 
living, and teaching. 

We are aware that sometimes those 
who write or speak about the need for 
a "middle of the road, approach are 
understood, or misunderstood to mean 
that we should have a broad ecumenical 
spirit that really stands for nothing and 
falls for everything. Then those critics 
who claim to be "set for the defense 
of the gospel" may leave the impression 
that "the gospel, is whatever concept 
they have gained about any truth they 
think the Bible reveals. We have heard, 
and probably conducted, "gospel meet
ings, which were actually just sermons 
or lectures on Bible subjects. 

The longer I live, the more convinced 
I am that a large number of problems 
in the church from the first century to 
this one are related to, if not caused 
by, a lack of BALANCE in attitude and 
teaching. The balance of which we speak 
does not demand in any way the com
promising in any degree the truths of 
God, or even anything we THINK to be 
the truth, but it does demand that we 
have the attitude expressed by Paul in 
Romans 14:1-5 and Romans 15:1. 

Let us illustrate this balance in terms 
of historical events and doctrines as 
well as in the light of more recent prob
lems. First Peter 3:21 teaches that bap
tism saves us. Some theologians, un
balanced in their understanding or 
exegesis, assumed the act to be sacra
mental, and thus taught "baptismal re
generation." There are those connected 
with the Lord's church (more or less 
loosely, we admit) who seem to have 
the same view. Many of us who knock 
on doors to set up Bible studies have 
probably had experiences similar to this 
which seem to verify that idea. When a 
person comes to the door and a con
versation is started, we hear, "I'm a 
Church of Christ." If we try to maintain 
our composure, we may at least reply, 
"I'm glad to know you. I have been here 
six years, but I do not believe I have 
met you before." He replies, "Well, I 
do not go all the time, especially since 
Reverend Smith left, but I'm a strong 
Church of Christ. I've been baptized!" 
That, apparently, clinched the matter! 

Historically, we might say that some 
of those who came after Martin Luther, 
in an effort to balance the false idea of 
salvation by works of merit (one of 
which baptism was erroneously assumed 
to be) the idea of salvation by faith only 
was pushed. Note carefully however: 
Balanced preaching is NOT achieved. by 
giving one false doctrine equal t1me 
with another false doctrine! 

But anyone who preaches or listens 
to preaching knows that a sermon may 
SOUND unbalanced to someone if it 
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emphasizes any one point. Paul was not 
exempt from the charge (Romans 3:8). 
And of course our teaching will BE un
balanced if we continue to emphasize 
ANY one point to the exclusion or de
nial of other important truths. My judg
ment is that EVERY gospel preacher faces 
this danger and can escape it only by 
conscious and deliberate effort. 

Probably every sectarian concept and 
error in or out of the church is related 
to this danger. No doubt when John 
Calvin began to dwell on the sovereign 
grace of God, he "blanked out" many 
other aspects of truth, and as a result 
of his imbalance arrived at the terribly 
erroneous conclusion that all men and 
angels are elected to salvation or 
damnation according to God's sovereign 
grace. 

In our day we are cursed again with 
the swinging of the pendulum back and 
forth from one extreme to another. 
There are some whose preaching sounds 
as if they believe (and many whose ac
tions confirm that they DO believe) 
that a ritualistic keeping of command
ments such as "getting baptized" and 
going through the motions that are 
called "worship services" (which may be 
a little worship and no service) are 
somehow valuable in "getting saved." 

In an apparent desire to overcome 
that terrible attitude and some of its 
consequences-such as arrogance, pride 
and complacency if one assumes he has 
done the required rituals, and abject 
fear if he feels he may have missed 
one-others have begun to preach on 
his marvellous grace. Thank God for 
that! But in the process, we have heard 
a large number who sound as if law and 
grace are mutually exclusive ideas, and 
one does not need to be concerned 
very much about keeping God's com
mandments! 

May I repeat with emphasis: One 
does not need to preach error on one 
end of the scale to balance error on 
the other end in order to have balanced 
preaching! 

It would not be hard to fill a small 
book with examples of this. In recent 
years, we have fussed and divided over 
all sorts of issues, and one of the tragic 
things about this is that being on the 
right side of the issue is no guarantee 
that we will have the right attitude, or 
present or have a balanced view. 

This personal experience may help to 
illustrate the problem, and even suggest 
its solution. Years ago while preaching 
at one congregation, I went to another 
to conduct a Thursday evening Bible 
study. The second congregation Clid not 
have Sunday morning Bible classes. A 
dear brother in a nearby to~n vo
ciferously advocated that we should all 
disfellowship those anti-Sunday School 
factionists. Since he was a friend and 
brother, I felt free to talk to him like 

this: "If you are so set on disfellowship. 
ping anti-Sunday School brethren, why 
don't you start in your own congrega. 
gat ion? About half of them do not be;; 
lieve in Bible study--either on Sunda 
OR on Thursday. If you will leave thes~ 
br~th~en alan~ .a~ long as they are not 
ag1tatmg or d1v1dmg churces, and show 
concern for them, we will be able to 
teach them." They continued to allow 
me to come on Thursday evening, and 
in a short while they bought a school 
building with about a dozen classrooms 
and moved into it. Balanced preaching 
did not mean that for one moment 1 
ceased to teach and preach the scrip.; 
tural right to have Bible classes on Sun~ 
day morning. But it DID mean that;] 
did NOT try to force upon them. the 
necessity of having Sunday morning 
Bible classes. · ~; .. _. 

In the congregation where I grew up; 
all the members drank the fruit of the 
vine from one container-usually .. ra~ 
glass, but sometimes called a ~up. Orye· 
apparent value of that was that 1t caus~~ 
some to move toward the front, for :.1t 
was rather difficult to find an unused· 
spot on the rim of the glass if one Wa5 
too far back, and there were seve~l 
snuff-dippers and tobacco-chewers in. 
that congregation. ·::. 

It may be of value to know how'!a 
congregation solved the problem of a 
"one-cup" brother when the rest of the 
congregation decided to get trays with 
individual cups. .: 

The man who wanted all to drink fro111 
one container was asked something like 
this: "As long as we do not impose our 
will on you and cause you to . viol~te 
your conscience, can you worsh1p w1th 
us, even though you think our con,; 
elusions on this matter may be wrong? 
Since it was apparent that he'd . bee~ 
worshipping all along with those w~~ 
had different conclusions about a large 
number of things, he answered, "Ye?'.'' 
So they put the container from whac]l 
he had been drinking in the middle nf 
the tray and he continued to drink fro~ 
it. He rightly recognized that i~ was n~t 
his responsibility to see who, 1f anyo"~ 
else, drank from the same one, for ~~ 
had never done that before. If it ~er~~ 
sin .to use a different container, 1t wad 
THEIRS, not his. So there was peace~~~ 
harmony. You may think the solut1% 
silly, but if they did not come veffi 
near practicing the principles of Ro~aHJ 
14, I am badly mistaken. So what, I .J 
was not as smart as you and I are? Do()j 
God send a man to hell who does 11.,, 
understand every truth? J1 

Notice carefully: In order to be_ qi\,t~ 
anced and act in a mature Chnst!~ 
manner, no one had to teach or pr~gi 
tice what his conscience condemne ~ 
Although balanced preaching does N~ 
mean compromise with error, the 111.~ 
who thought it was wrong for the co.~~ .. 
gregation to have more than one c~t 

(Continued on page 11) :j 
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What's Wrong with the Northeast? 
;{~::. Mos~ of the Lord's church is concen
,;<Jrated m what Joel Garreau in his new 
··gf;book, liThe Nine Nation~ of North 
~~:;.merica," calls 11The Breadbasket " 
~>/!Dixie" and 11MexAmerica"-the South
:~f~rn and Midwestern states. Many Chris-
2.;\tlans regard the Northern and North
·s;~:eastern states (which Garreau calls ''The 
>_{iJoundry" and 11New England") as foreign 
':J;,¢ountnes where the ~ospel ~as about as 
;~~~ood ~ ch~nce makmg an 1mpact as it 
:i~~;~ooes m L1bya o~ Iran. Although the 
y·iiQlurch has been m Northern cities for 
J::qgenerations, it has never managed to 
~~jfOnvmce the brethren in the South and 
J$,Midwest that converting Northerners is 
·::~.~ W<?r~hwhile project. Preachers are still 
::j:pnw1llmg to take the Northeast serious
~"\~ly. Churches ~re convinced they will get 
:.:;more for thetr money somewhere else. 
:."J'.,ew England is one of the "favorite 
·;_;:.places" Bible Belt Christians want to 
~:·::v~sit when the leaves turn in the Fall, but 
·:.i11obody wants to l_ive there, or preach 
-?there, or rear a family there. 

· : Now, why is that? 

· _ Part of the reason must be that win
. -!e~s are long, h.ard and ve:ry cold. And, 
. {It 1s an econom1c struggle JUSt to survive 
~jn t~e N~rtheast. The: cost of heating is 
;.;gettmg h1gher and h1gher whether one 
· .. uses wood, coal, oil or electricity. Trans
. "~planted executives . testify that those 
:·handsome salary mcreases disappear 
.'soon after they settle in their new North
:.ern environment. Then, there's the 
. separation from parents and grandchil
. dren that inevitably happens when -one 
moves to the Northeast. Furthermore 
one will f!nd himself isolated from larg~ 
,congr~gat1ons where exciting things go 

. on-hke ~orks.hops and Lectureships. 
·.When one ltves m the Nor.theast chances 
.:are he won't have an air-conditioned 
:·;house. with wall-to-.wall carpeting. When 
c10ne ndes ~n public transportation one 
_;probably will hear most of the four let
.J~er ":Vords. There is a higher incidence 
,:Qf d1yorce, more revealing summertime 
?cl.othm~, more alcohol consumption in 
· ~1~e ne1ghb__9.fhood and less smiles and 
.···1thank ~'.s" from grocery clerks. All 

. ,of this adds up to big reasons why 
:;,pr~achers want to stay in the South and 
-~M1d":Vest. When one can enjoy a higher 
.,quality of life who wants to move? Who 
.:,needs the Northeast? 

·:;:~~'.Yet, there are Christian men and 
_:'~om~n who .h:we made a deliberate, 
~><;?nsc1ous dec1s1on to move out of the 
... ~P.h1ble Belt into the Northeast. They make 

• :·:~ e necessary adjustments, endure the 
·._!.~.ower quality of life and take on the 
·~~~~all_e~ges of building churches and 

1 
:/::2~ptlz!ng truth-seekers. There are con
.·.: .~re~attons from Texas to Tennessee 
}~~h1ch have targeted mission funds to 

.. ;?:~~ablish new works in the Northeast, to 

1 
·\::S~hnd preachers, to help construct 

•·:~ urch buildings and to build sound, 
-~::~::·~~able congregations. What motivation 

::~~;;: 
;l~~·:r. 
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l!rges them North? Why do they con
!•~ue t~ beckon Southern preachers to 
JOin the1r ranks? 
. For one thing, the immense popula

tion of Northern cities offers unlimited 
~hallenge. Over 22% of all the people 
m America live in the seven North
eastern states (New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
New York plus the six New England 
states-Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
M~ssachusetts, Vermont, New Hamp
shire and Maine). That's 49,000,000 
people. We ought to say souls. It's not 
the numbers, it's the souls that im
presses Christ's ambassadors. 

What one hears about Northeast
erners moving South to the Sunshine 
State~ needs to be taken with per
spective. There's still 49,000,000 North
easterners who have not and do not 
plan to. move South. Their numbers are 
mcreasmg, not decreasing! While a few 
N~rth~astern cities are expected to de
clme m the 1980's, others are planning 
tremendous growth (e.g: Nassau-Suf
folk, New York up 203,000 to 2,918,000; 
Boston, Massachusetts up 93,000 to 
4,017,000; Hartford, Connecticut up 
41,000 to 1,110,000; Albany, New York 
up 25,000 to 823,000; Rochester, New 
York up 17,000 to 993,000 and Stam
ford-Danbury, Connecticut up 14,000 to 
818,000). 

Northeast New Jersey area with 
22,000,0_DO souls is expected to be one 
of the f1ve largest metropolitan areas of 
the world in the year 2000. It will be the 
only United States city among the five 
largest cities of the world! 

If, like Paul, we want to plant the 
gospel in the population centers of the 
world so it can spread like leaven to the 
rest of the nation, we should put the 
Northeast on the top of our priorities, 
not the bottom! 

Once considered to be the Catholic 
stronghold of the nation, the Northeast 
is rejecting Catholicism in search of 
something better. The cults know this 
a_nd are taking advantage of the ripe 
f1elds. Cults are outstripping our con
gregations in growth in every city. It is 
not unusual to move into an area to 
p~ant the New Testament church qnly to 
d1scover that the jehovah's Witnesses 
h~ve already established a half dozen 
Kmgdom Hall assemblies! Numerous 
other groups have seen the potential 
before we saw it. They got there first. 
They are winning dissatisfied Catholics 
to cultism because there is no other 
voice being raised. 

Preachers who need a challenge 
·ought to give more attention to the call 
to move North. It's a new world of 
challenges. 

Many of our Northern churches are 
just maintaining a status quo situation 

because ~hey lack qualified leaders. 
There are JUSt so many to be found who 
have a thorough knowledge of the Bible 
couplt::d with wisdom and experience 
to g~;ude ~t~uggling churches through 
doctrmal d1ff1culties. 

. Small struggling churches are suffer
!ng morale problems because they are 
rsol~tt::d from. other congregations (some 
Chnstlans dnve 50 miles one way to at
ten~ church) and have few opportunities 
for mtercongregational fellowship. 

d 
First gen~ration Christians need to be 

eveloped mto stable disciples, sound in 
the f~tth, loyal to the Scriptures and 
comr;utt~d to the principles of unde
~ommatronal Christianity. The challenge 
IS to _get t~ose eager to. win souls to do 
so w1th wrsdom and thoroughness and 
to not. ~eco.me discouraged becaus~ the 
opposrt1on rs great and the enemy out
numbers them., 

The gospel can penetrate New En
gland! In t~e .past .eight years the num
ber ~f Chrrst1ans m Connecticut alone 
has . mcre.ased SO%. Over 230 were 
bapt1zed rn 1980. Congregations in at 
least three other Northeastern states 
reached over 100 for Christ in 1981 
That old slogan, "The North is to~ 
hard t_o evangelize" just isn't true! An 
~lder m Texas (whose congregation has 
rnvested a great deal in the Northeast) 
recently said: 11The work that (we) hav~ 
do~e in Connecticut has been the most 
fr~1t~ul and e':lcouraging of any of our 
mrssron work m the United States. Dol
lar for dollar, we have won more souls 
there than any other place. 

After spending fifteen years working 
_among the New E_ngland people, 1 can 
honestly and cand1dly state without fear 
of contradiction: the fields are riper in 
the great population centers of the 
North;ast than in the Bible Belt. This 
doesn t mean that preachers should 
move to places where the work is 
11easier," but it does mean that we are 
making a big mistake spending millions 
and millions in the Bible Belt and only 
thousands in the Northeast. Something 
is terribly wrong when our most experi
enced generals stay in the South while 
we send inexperienced cadets into the 
Northeast. 

The fields are white unto harvest but 
there aren't enough reapers to g~ther 
the harvest. The experienced reapers we 
need in these major population centers 
of our great nation are preaching in the 
Bible Belt and most of them can be 
neither nudged nor budged out of it! 
On the other hand, if it's been a long 
time since you faced such challenges as 
I have described, won't you give the 
North a chance? I will be glad to put 
you in touch with congregations with a 
challenge. 

P.O. Box 741, Danbury, Connecticut 
06810 
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Are You a Fundamentalist? LEONARD ALLEN 

The question seems simple at first. 
uof course I am a fundamenalist," 
comes the quick reply; "I stress biblical 
fundamentals as every Christian 
should." The answer of course is well
intended; it can also be misleading. 
!hat is because the term, as widely used 
m popular culture, is vague, imprecise, 
and usually prejorative. It has become 
an epithet of depreciation. If a person 
chooses to call h1mself a "fundamental
ist," he at least ought to know the an
cestry and reputation he is adopting. 
He ought to know the theological 
heritage he ties into. like most labels, 
this one has· a history. A careful look 
at that history will help one answer the 
question posed in the title. More im
portantly, such an investigation will 
help dispell some of the ignorance and 
prejudice that presently taints the word. 

The Fundamentalist Movement 
That history begins after the Civil War, 

when sweeping changes occurred in the 
intellectual outlook. The "second sci
entific revolution" touched off by 
Darwin had immense impact. Theo
logians began to see challenges to tra
ditional orthodoxy. Some saw a need 
to accommodate the faith to the new 
thought forms; others responded with 
unyielding, aggressive defense. The 
thelogical consensus that had emerged 
from the Great Awakening began to 
break up; the Evangelical establishment 
polarized. The Fundamentalist move
ment emerged, as George Marsden has 
shown in his brilliant new book, 11 Fun
damentalism and American Culture: 
The Shaping of Twentieth-Century Evan
gelicalism, 1870-1925" (Oxford, 1980), 
as a 11 loose, diverse, and changing fed
eration of co-belligerents united by their 
fierce opposition to modernists attempts 
to bring Christianity into line with mod
ern thought" (p. 4). It was this in
creasingly militant opposition that set 
Fundamentalism apart from a number of 
closely related movements like revival
ism and the Holiness movement. Mars
den sees four distinct emphases that 
came to characterize it: (1) dispensa
tional premillennialism, (2) the Holiness 
movement (especially its impetus for 
social reform), (3) the defense of ortho
doxy, and (4) a strong ambivalence 
toward culture (which tended however 
to be 11 individualistic, culture-denying, 
soul-rescuing"). Let me briefly summar
ize these four strands. 

First was dispensational premillennial
ism. The standard, and unsurpassed 
treatment of this strand is Ernest San
deen's 11The Roots of Fundamentalism: 
British and American Millennarianism 
1800-1930" (Chicago, 1970}. Marsden's 
contribution here is to show how the 
philosophical base for dispensational 
thought was provided by Scottish "Com
mon Sense" Realism, to which had been 
melded an inductive theological meth
od drawn largely from Baconian scien
tific method. In this view, theology 
became a science in the most literal 
sense. Scripture became a repository of 
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h.ard facts; the theologians job ·was 
s1mply to arrange those facts to reveal 
tht:; clear pattern of God's will. The 
heightened biblical literalism that re
s.ulted. easily se!ved an eager prophetic 
literalism (e.g. m C. I. Scofield's popu
larization of john Nelson Darby's 
theories). 

Second was the Holiness movement 
which can be traced from its roots i~ 
the Wesleyan doctrine of perfection 
thro~gh the Oberlin theology of Charle~ 
G. Fmney, down to Phoebe Palmer with 
her emphasis on a dramatic second work 
of grace. By 1870 holiness teaching was 
pervasive m revivalistic Protestantism. 
Its more radical form sparked the 
separatist Holiness movement and 
spawned denominations such as the 
Salvation Army, the Church of God, and 
the Church of the Nazarene. A more 
modified form arose with Dwight 
Moody and the Keswick conferences 
that began in 1875. From a Reformed 
theological perspective, it opposed the 
radical Methodist-type holiness teaching 
that taught eradication of the sinful 
nature; instead, it spoke of "carnal" 
Christians becoming "spiritual" Chris
tians through an "absolute surrender" or 
"yielding." [There are some remarkable 
similarities, incidentally, between this 
late nineteenth-century Keswick-type 
holiness doctrine and some contem
porary 11total commitment" movements 
in Churches of Christ.] In the Holiness 
movement in general, emphasis on the 
"victorious life" provided a pietistic, 
subjective element alongside the more 
objective appeals to common sense and 
the Bible, and in face of dispensational
ism's cultural pessimism, promised 
power for victory over sin and for-prac
tical service. 

Third was the defense of orthodoxy 
against theological liberalism. The Old 
School Presbyterian tradition with its 
view of truth as precisely stated prorosi
tions, its emphasis on the power o un
aided reason, and its appeal to common 
sense, provided the intellectual base for 
this defense. It was within this tradition 
and from this defensive posture that the 
doctrine of the "inerrancy" of Scripture 
was given its classic expression by Archi
bald Alexander and B. B. Warfield. 

Fourth were views of Christianity's 
relationship to culture. Marsden deline
ates four views: (1) the premillennial 
extreme, where culture was seen as ir
redeemable; (2) an "ill-defined middle 
position" combining reformist elements 
of the older revivalism with the apoliti
cal tendencies of premillennialism; (3) 
William Jennings Bryan's view of Ameri
ca as a Christian civilization and as 
moral guide to the world; and (4} the 
postmillennialism of Presbyterian con
servatives that envisioned a golden age 
of the church ushered in largely by 
reason. 

In the alarm-ridden period following 
World War I, the loose Fundamentalist 
coalition emerged as a distinct move
ment. The term "fundamentlaist" itself 

was co.ined .by Curtis Lee Laws in 192o·\ 
he defmed 1t as one ready "to do bat' · 
tie f~r the .F~ndame.ntals." The move: 
ment s prec1p1tous nse to prominenc · .. 
culminated with the bizarre Scopes tria~' 
of 1925; thereafter it declined rapidly· 
never able to shake off the obscurantist · 
label that people like H. L. Mencken 
had so brutally and effectively attached 
to it: W~en it failed to capture the de;: 
nommat1ons and oust the modernists' 
the moveme~t stalled, splintered, and· · 
entered a penod of retreat and retrench:..: 
ment. ··-
. Southern-based conse.rvative group~ . 

ltke the Churches of Chnst were not arf: .. 
integral part of this movement, though·: · 
a vigorous anti-modernism and 11Com:.-: · : 
mon Sense" rationalism made for strong.· 
similarities and common symfathies·• 
The. nort~ern-~ased Disciples o Christ<: 
durmg th1s penod faced a severe funda .. ' 
mentalist/modernist controversy buf · · 
were still only tangentially related to the 
Fundamentalist coalition (see James B.·. 
North, "The Fundamentalist Contro-t: 
versy Among the Disciples of Christ/. 
1890-1930," PhD dissertation, Univer-· · 
sity of Illinois, 1973). With groups like· 
these in mind a helpful distinction can'· 
be made between the Fundamentalist.· . 
movement and the "fundamentalist"; 
impulse. ···~: 

Fundamentalism Today •.~-: 
The negative connotation of Funda..:· · 

mentalism led, in the early 1940's, to a, 
Neo-Evangelical movement holding · 
firmly to the final authority of Scripture, 
and what it saw as historical orthodoxy,- · 
yet rejecting the militancy, bad ma't1•.:· · 
ner~, and anti-intellectualism of the· 
Fundamentalists. The new evangelical~·.'
ism was represented institutionally b}': 
-the National Association of Evangelicals,. 
intellectually by such thinkers as E .. iJ. 
Carnell and Carl F. H. Henry, and jour
nalistically by "Christianity Today/'. 
Billy Graham became its most influential 
and popular spokesman. . 

Fundamentalism is still strong today. 
A recent Gallup poll estimated the 
country's "evangelicals" at 40 million; 
of these perhaps four or five millioQ,,; 
would still call themselves Fund~tf. . · 
mentalists. Richard Quebedeaux, ·itt;::: 
"The Young Evangelicals" (Harper ,~;: .. : 
Row, 1974), attempted to map this ter~d 
rain. He delineated four "distinctiv~~ff 
ideologic~! subgroups": Separati.st f';Jn1i:iJ 
damentahsm (Bob Jones Umvers1ty;,!!;' 
Billy james Hargis, Carl Mcintire), Ope~-t;; 
Fundamentalism (Moody Bible lnstitut~ij~{} 
Dallas Theological Seminary, Hal Lin~~{~: 
sey), Establishment Evangelicalism (Nt\~i;f~~ 
Billy Graham, etc.), and the New Evan.~gP~
gelicalism (George Ladd, David Mober~~~~ 

e.~~~ry Falwell currently is the mdtl;~ 
visible champion of the Fundamental!~~~ 
cause .. In his new book "The Fun4~~ 
mentalist Phenomenon: The Resurgen~~{f 
of Conservative Christianity" (Doub~~t~ 
day, 1981}, written largely by two pr~11% 
fessors at his Library Baptist Colleg~~$ 
Falwell proudly. lin~s himself and.~.~: 
movement to h1stonc FundamentahsOJrt~ 
though to his credit he does recogni~ 

(Continued on page 12} .. ~ 
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I What the Restoration Movement Has Accomplished (5) 

~' 
~~ 

JACK LEWIS 

.!t"M· . Production of a Literature 

. :f1:, Alexander Campbell and other Restoration leaders recog
~}~.;~ized the power of the printed page in molding opinion. 
:t:~~~he Christian Baptist," 11The Millennia! Harbinger," ''The 
tl~t~Christian Messenger," and other papers spread the move
.:~~r:nent. Many periodicals have come and gone, running their 
F!.;~ourse, each with its own impact on the movement. One of 
_:,~;he oldest periodicals n~w being issued among us is likely 
·ff~e Gospel Advocate wh1ch began before the Civil War and 
:::·:r:Js now in its 123rd volume. Another of great age is the "Firm 
. ~~:foundation" which is in its 99th volume. These journals have 
>~:peen and continue to be read by the common man. Other 
\~Journals have attempted to fill more specialized needs. The 

.. 'f/~wentieth Century Christian" aims to guide youth of the 
.. ) church by presenting 11New Testament Christianity in the 

, :~:Present Age." 11Power for Today" aims to be a guide for daily 
··:_-:::_home devotions. "The Christian Bible Teacher" aims to fill the 
,':.needs of teachers in the Bible School, "The Campus journal" 
:<·is a voice for those working in Bible Chairs or other type pro
~·. grams on the campuses of colleges and universities. 11The 
:-~·.world Evangelist," 11Far and Near," and the "Christian Chron
;Sicle" attempt to spread news of the missionaries. 

It is not possible to list all the periodicals; at the same 
_.·:time, there is no intentional slight of any; they are too nu-

merous to mention. 11The Restoration Quarterly" offers ar
: tides on a more technical level. Each year quality articles 
>from some of the best trained scholars among us appear in 
·.:the "Quarterly," articles which are capable of challenging 

·._:'~he best minds among us. The 11Quarterly" has a richness of 
<:;~epth articles on religious history, on word studies of the 

'· .. ::.Bible, and on numerous areas of religious teaching. It is in
. -~:i:dexed in the international publications "New Testament Ab

·?!stracts," "Old Testament Abstracts," and "Eienchus Biblio-
-~~raphicus Biblicus." Since 1975 the librarians of our colleges 
\~ave indexed a selected number of Restoration periodicals. 
_l~ifhe index is the "Christian College library Index." 

, ·t:~-~- Various generations of the movement have produced com-
·'-'·..-~ 
;~.;J~lentaries for the use of the people. One thinks of Lard's 
_f;~.Commentary on Romans," Mflligan on Hebrews, and Mc
::·Garvey on Acts as those used over the longest period of 
::~time. The common man's trusted tool, heavily used in the first 
~~alf of this century, was B. W. johnson's "New Testament 

1 
~.i~:)yith Notes." The first part of the century saw the "Gospel 

' ';t.~dvocate Commentary on the New Testament" by various 
:_~f1hrethren, using the text of the American Standard Bible. 
2r~he middle of the century saw the appearance of the "Living 
1f~ord Bible Commentary'' which is now complete for the 
_'i'~~ew Testament. The Old Testament section is in preparation 

: :;.,.~nd is projected for appearance over the· next three to four 
r_::~_r::._,. ___ ·)ears. The text of t~e. Rev~sed Sta.ndard Ver~ion is used. Bur-r ._:·~·!on Coffman has d1stmgU1shed h1mself, domg what none of 

:. §;7~~-:. 
l¥"l~:tt~-;-~~ 

the rest of us have done, by writing a one man series of 
commentaries covering all the books of the New Testament. 
He is now working on the Old Testament. 

Campbell stimulated an interest in the Bible translation 
question by issuing his "Living Oracles" which was widely 
used ·by Restoration preachers. Prior to the appearance of the 
Revised Version there was excitement over the projected 
Bible Union translation, and Campbell prepared the Book of 
Acts for it. H. T. Anderson issued his own translation of the 
New Testament in 1864. The American Standard Version was 
eagerly anticipated by the preachers, and with its appearance 
was soon adopted by the Gospel Advocate for its Bible 
School literature. More recently other brothers have par
ticipated in translation efforts. These aim at making the Bible 
plain to the common reader . 

Conclusion 

The Old Testament tells of a people who served the Lord 
all the days of joshua and all the days of the elders who out
lived joshua; but then people departed from the La.rd. It 
also tells a story of repeated apostasy with sparse restora
tions like that carried out by josiah when the book of the 
Law was found in the rubbish of the Temple. The New Testa
ment warns of the dangers of apostasy. 

Men do not easily learn the lessons of the past. It seems 
that in many areas ~very generation must make its own mis
takes. Battles previously fought out have to be fought again 
in new forms. The Mission Society, Instrumental Music, Pre
millennialism, No Bible Classes, and a host of other causes 
keep rearing their heads. The greatest danger to the Restora
tion Movement in my opinion is the trend of our preaching 
to focus on counseling, on social questions, on vague ques
tions that really move no one's heart while we allow the 
people to remain uninformed on what the Scriptures really 
teach. Pep talks and emotionalism cannot maintain a Resto
ration Movement. It requires an informed people. 

Men are always straying from the faith. We are never more 
than one generation away from complete apostasy. Neither 
the noble ideas of those who have gone before us nor their 
admirable accomplishments can remove us from the need 
to confront men everywhere at this end of the twentieth 
century with the claims of God's Word. 

The Restoration ideal must not be forgotten. Restoration is 
always only partial and is never completed. The primary 
task is still the same task that it has been recognized to be 
by those who went before us. We must commit the Word 
to faithful men who will teach others also. Our marching 
orders remain ''Thus Saith the lord" and "Preach the Word." 
End of Series. 

100 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tn. 38117 
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Choosing a Religion 
Many sincere people have been 

caused by false teaching to believe that 
a person should choose a religion on 
the basis of convenience and prefer
ence, like a housewife selects a loaf of 
bread, a cake of soap, or a washing 
machine. Many members of denomina
tional churches admit that they selected 
a church because of its size, its popu
larity, its nearness to their residence, or 
its convenient parking lot. 

Multitudes of people who would 
eagerly drive ninety miles to see a ball 
game would not drive one mile to 
scripturally worship God, although jesus 
says, 11God is a spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.11 

jesus did not build a multiplicity of 
churches in order to make it possible for 
every person to find a church corre
sponding with their own preference. 
This is what the Lord himself said: 
" ... upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." 

The apostle Paul says: 
"And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the first
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence." 

"But now are they many members, yet 
but one body." 

A Matter of Inconsistency 
I am deeply troubled! We claim that 

the church of Christ is the true New 
Testament church. We claim that the 
God of the Old Testament is the one 
and only God, our Father, our Creator, 
the Sustainer of the universe and all life, 
and the Provider of all we have and 
need. We claim that jesus Christ is 
God's only Son; that he was God made 
flesh; and that he gave his life on the 
cross so that all who believe upon and 
obey him might have eternal life. We 
claim that jesus was buried and then 
raised upon the third day; that he now 
reigns at God's right hand, having been 
given all authority in heaven and upon 
the earth by God, the Father; that he 
has been made head over all things for 
the church; and that he will return 
again at the end of time to take the 
faithful to himself forever with the 
Father. We claim that the Bible is the 
inspired, true, and infallible Word of 
God and that its promises and prophe
cies will be fulfilled with absolute cer
tainty. We claim to be disciples of jesus 
and to believe that God will care for 
us and provide for our every need as he 
has promised, if we will only put Jesus 
Christ first in our lives. I am troubled 
because I see inconsistency between 
our claims and our practice! 

I am troubled because I see in the 
church today a strong tendency to turn 
these great truths into empty claims. I 
see a strong tendency to attempt to out
wardly appear righteous but-like the 
Pharisees-remain full of hypocrisy and 
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"There is one body, and one Spirit 
even as ye are called in one hope of 
your callmg; One Lord, one faith one 
~aptism, One God and Father of all: who 
IS above all, and through all, and in you 
all." 

I~ 1 Cor. 9:24-27 and 2 Tim. 2:5; Paul 
plamly says that we must "strive law
fully'' to receive the crown of life. To 
strive lawfully is to obey the gospel of 
Christ, which is 11the power of God unto 
salvation." 

I earnestly urge you to diligently 
study your Bible, especially Acts of 
Apostles and the epistles of Paul, Peter, 
John, James and Jude and adamantly re
fuse to embrace any religion except the 
nondenominational Christianity which is 
plainly described therein; because, 11AII 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works." 

The Book of God, by which all men 
will be judged in the last day, plainly 
says: 

11There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death." 

"For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

JESSE L. GOUGH 

iniquity within. I am troubled because 
I believe we have lost the biblical per
spective of what it means to be a dis
ciple of jesus Christ and to claim belief 
in the great truths we find in the 
Scriptures. 

John recorded that jesus himself said 
his disciples will 11Continue in his word," 
"love one another," and "bear much 
fruit." If we truly believe we are the true 
New Testament church, how can we ex
plain to the world our growing unfamil
iarity with the Word; our lack of depth 
and perfection in fellowship and love; 
and our failure to bear much fruit? If we 
truly believe God is the one and only 
God, Father, Creator, Sustainer, and Pro
vider, how can we explain to the world 
why we put so much confidence in the 
flesh, material things, and our own 
ability to reason correctly and provide 
for ourselves? If we truly believe that 
jesus Christ is God's Son in whom we 
have eternal life, how can we explain 
to the world why we have such a hard 
time proclaiming the good news of our 
salvation in his name? 

If we truly believe that Jesus has been 
given all authority in heaven and on 
earth and that he sits on the throne at 
God's right hand, how can we explain 
to the world our sour outlook on the 
world situation and our own lack of un
wavering conviction that we can do all 
things through jesus Christ? If we truly 
believe that jesus has been made head 
over all things for the church, how can 

(Continued on page 11} 

saith the Lord. For as the heavens ali -
higher than the earth, so are my wa e 
higher than your ways, and my though~ 
than your thoughts." · 
. "0 L_ord,_ I know. t~at the "!'fay of man· 
1s not m h1mself: 1t 1s not m man that 
walketh to direct his steps." · . 

Let us never forget that our Lord 
jesus Christ unequivocally declared that: 
11Every plant, which my heavenly Fathe~;
hath not planted, shall be rooted up." . -
Newton, Miss. 39345 · 

Binding Others with Our 
Morality JAMEs o. BALEs, 

There are those who maintain that in' 
forbidding abortion one is binding their · 
morality on others. Is not this also true-, 
of those who outlaw abortion at any 
time before birth? Those who say we 
should not permit infanticide are bind
ing their morality on others. lnfan;. · 
ticide is the most effective means of 
disposing of unwanted children. This~-~ · 
could be called delayed abortion. . . · 

One person said: "The same people~ 
who want to 'save' those babies are un.:." 
willing to give them food stamps." Do 
those who oppose infanticide make · 
themselves responsible for the lives of ;· 
the children they save? Do those who~ 
oppose capital punishment pay for the ·. 
upkeep of the criminals in jail? Are doc-· 
tors obligated to support those who~e: 
lives they save? At one time in a part : 
of the Orient people would watch a per
son drown rather than save him. If they 
saved him, they were responsible for· _. 
him. Are those who are against killing : 
the helpless aged thereby responsible 
for the care of those who are not killed~ · 

One woman sued some doctors for 
not telling her of a test which could 
have detected certain defects in the 
fetus. She could have aborted the child.' 
Why not wait until after the child was 
born to be sure it was defective and then 
strangle it? Is the only thing wrong with· 
this that it is not now legal? , . 

Some keep bearing children witholjL:·· 
any intention of supporting them. In-··;~::· 
stead of aborting the unborn baby, whyi:-:':: 
not sterilize such women after the se<;~~~~~
ond child they bear with the expec~~~7i_i·'.: 
tion that society is obligated to loo_~i2,: 
after whatever children she produces? -~~i,~ 
society must support them t~rougnA:~: 
taxes, society should have the nght to~~£': 
limit the number not by abortion but by~~;: 
sterilization-whether they desire it or~\. 
not. The unborn babe 1s not asked:;~,. 
whether he or she wants to die. ·":\:· 

If there are no moral principles bind~:.§; 
ing on all, there are no moral principl~f:~f 
at all. 'J'IJ.'? 

Because God has bound morality ~p{;W 
man does not mean that everything GooJ¥~ 
has bound must be bound by the law 6~wf~: 
the State. The State is not a th~oc~acf'Sk~ 
However, there are moral pnnc1plm:~ 
which must be bound by the Jaw :.?J.Nii) 
the State in order to uphold the san~tl_tYi:j\ll: 
of human life against those who belle~ .. <. 
man is a being of no moral value. ~.-
Searcy, Ark. 72143 , >Jt 
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~i Discover the Joy of the Word 
~1;)t. A college student once said that when ART McNEESE To see Christ is to see love walking and 
-~;be was a little boy, he got a spanking talking. 
;;!:~f!)r stacking the Bible on a shelf along One of the reasons that some never 
(~~~ith the other books, rather than putting God? Do you know what it is to meet discover the joy of the word is because 
~}~ton the piano for everyone to see. He God in the pages of the Bible? The Bible they never get beyond the written word 
#..', · d 11W d · · h d k b · · h to the living word. ::~~$.3i , e never ~ea. 1t m our ouse, is not mere paper an in , ut 1t 1s t e When God communicated with man, 
~~b~t we sure gave 1t h1gh respect." actual word of God. And it is profitable he did not choose to do it with abstract 
F:~:~A ~ecent Gallup po~J. indicates that for us. It ushers us into the presence terminology-but he communicated to 
h~mencans are quite. wllhng to put the of God. The word brings us joy be- us in the power of a life. We would not 
:f~Bible on top of the plano. Forty-two per- cause it shows us the way to the life that know the meaning of Jove, except that 
.J](ent of the American public recognizes only God can give. we have seen Jove in the person of 
l~Hie Bible as God's word. But only twelve jesus testified to the significance of Jesus. We would not know the meaning 
ji[pt:rcent ?f the gen~ral public reads the the word in Mathew 4:4, 11Man shall not of holiness, except that we have seen 
?3Bible da1ly. Only srx percent of those Jive by bread alone but by every word holiness walking and talking in the per
J$etween the ages of 18-29 read the Bible that proceeds out of the mouth of God." son of Jesus. Patience would be only an 
r~daily. Firty-two percent of the general Jeremiah speaks of his appetite for the abstract term were it not for the visible 
i,~pubJic read the Bible less than once a word of God: IIThy works were found, presence of patience in the person of 
IZmonth, or never. The poll revealed an and I ate them, and thy words became Jesus. 
l:@ppalling lack of Biblical knowledge. to me a joy and the delight of my Think of two students, one is fa
·t;;Among Protestants, only 39% were able heart:" Jeremiah 15:16. Paul spoke of miliar with the Hebrew and Greek texts 
Lto recognize the statement made by the inherent power of the word in II of the Bible, quotes the Bible with great 
~~Jesus to Nicodemus, "You must be born Corinthians 4:7: "But we have this ease, speaks with eloquence, but has no 
f,~~gain." When asked how many of the treasure (the treasure of the gospel) in real relationship to God. The other is a 
f ,Ten Commandments they could name, earth ern vessels, to show that the math major, has no knowledge of the 
hts% of the general public could name transcendent power belongs to God, and Greek or Hebrew, Jacks the speaking 
f:only four or fewer, as compared with not to us." ability of the Bible student, but his 
tl9% for Protestants. Dr. Collier Brown Suppose that 1 received a letter from greatest desire is to know God. He 
\;comments, "These data suggest that the my father. Suppose also that I brought wants to know the living word, as well 
Laible is venerated as a sacred object. the envelope in from the mailbox, as the written word. Of which student 
LBut in practice it is evidently not con- placed it on top of the desk, and said, would we say, "He understands the 
{~idered at all profitable for teaching, for "Isn't it great to receive a letter from word of God." The Pharisees are a per
' reproof, and for training in righteous- my father? 1 really appreciate him writ- feet illustration of this principle. Th~y 
: ness." ing me." But then suppose that I never knew the scripture well, but they d1d 
( ~ Too many have never discovered the opened the Jetter, or bothered to read. not know Christ. They attached- the 
:joy of the word. They still think of the What would that communicate about scriptures to their foreheads, but they 
·r.Bible as strictly a book of thou shalt the significance which I would attach to were abysmally ignorant of the genuine 
-~ hots, or a stodgy piece of ancient litera- that letter? How much urgency would word, who is Christ. 
Hure, or a decoration for the coffee this reflect concerning my desire to The word of God brings us joy ~e
i.table. They have never discovered the hear the words of my father? The Bible, cause it leads us to heaven. The prom1se 
: riches of God's word. of course, is a love letter from our of heaven is unparalleled for the Chris
> We may know a great deal about father. It constitutes a communication tian. He looks forward to spending 
; God but how well do we really know from the one who loves us most. eternity with those who love him most: 
·him? We may know a great deal about Second the word brings us joy be- God, his son and the saints. He longs to 
. Abraham lincoln or John Kennedy, but cause it leads us to Christ. Have you share in the majesty of hea~en. ~e 
: that does not mean that we know them. ever thought that there are many m is- eagerly awaits the time w~e~ God wrll 
·Unless we· have stood in t-heir presence, leading things in our world? There are wipe away every tear. And 1t IS the word 
: and captured the essence of their per- very few whose words we can really of God which serves as a constant re
tsonalities, they are historical figures, trust. The product that is "guaranteed" minder of the promise of heave~. 
(put not real friends. often malfunctions the first time it is Perhaps it should be no surpnse that 

· ,_-~·In 1973 1 had the opportunity to serve .used The politkian who is billed as those who read the word discover its 
f.~ host to Hubert Humphrey, in a visit uhonest" is quickly involved in scandal joy. If you are not prese~tly p~acticing 
! !_of the former vice-president to the cam- and extortion. ' The marriage partner a quiet time with God, m wh1ch you 
Lpus of Abilene Christian University. who promises, "I will always lov.e yo~,'' absorb his word, begin one. Learn .to 
tihough I have heard a number of politi- decides to abandon the relat1onsh1p. read the Bible devotionally. Meet Wit~ 
f~l figures via tel~vi~ion and radio,. this The friend who says, "You can trust God every day in his word, and. exper!.;. 
t~~perience was d1stmct. It was unr~ue me," scurries away to share our most ence the refreshment of feehn~ t hbs 
Lbetause 1 was able to spend some t1me intimate revelations. breath in the pages of scripture. s ~ -

• f,aJone with Mr. Humphrey. Because of I ish an appointment eac. h day_ w1th 
·a h Few "words" in our society are d f t n the huis proximity, I came to feel t at I God Set asi e a ew mmu es I 
tk ___ n_ ew him, in some small measure. worthy of our trust. But ther~ is. one sam~ place, at the same time. Look at 
t- · Word which is always true, wh1ch IS al- f h g aph r- :; And so it is with God. We come to 1 d d bl the major message o eac para r , 
\ t• d · h" ways reliable and a ways epen a e. h h d h book and ask 
!t-1\ ___ 'now God only w. hen we s_tan m. 1s h d f eac c apter, an eac . , 
I~ We can always depend on t e wor o h 1 t 1 fe? You can ~:presence. Paul articulates th1s truth m II God. The word of God, the written word how does t is app Y ~ my 1 . f 

·rn_:•mothy 3:16, 17: "All scripture is in- h discover the exhilaratmg expenence o 
~_r.ipired by God, and is profita.ble for is dependable bec~use i~ leads ~s ~0 t e being blessed with the word of .God .. 
'L~_c9Ctrine, for reproof, for correction, for living word, who IS Chrrst. C~nst IS thhe We need a resounding reaffirmation 
l(t. . . h th t th one who gives life and meanmg to t e of the word in our lives. We need to 
~~~tnlng in ng teousness a e man Word. Christ gives flesh to the word. fill our minds with the contents. w_e 
-z~} Cod may be complete thoroughly Why ·Is jesus called th. e word? B. e- need to search ·It, meditate upon rt, , ,.,:equipped for every good work. The 
-~<lrd "inspired" in this passage literally -cause he is the one who gives expression memorize it and make it a part of us. Is 
r~eans God breathed. to the truth of God. He is the one in the Bible on the piano or in your heart? 

· t.:~Jiave you ever felt the breath of God? whom we see God walking, talking, South MacArthur ch~.:~rch of Christ, 
~ - b h d b th · d of breathing, and loving. ! To see Ch.rist is 

~ '( .ave you een touc e y e wm to see Truth striding mto human history. Irving, Texas 
l~ 1s spirit? Have you ever really heard 

9 
f30ll 

'.·.-..::~ 

·~~d 
~~L: 



DISCUSSION ON INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC 

which was definitely proven in the 
Symposi um at San Gab riel. 

Sunday afternoons fo r two hours May 
16th and 23 rd there wi ll be a discussio n 
o n use of instru menta l m usic in wor
shi p, the fi rs t sess io n a t San Gab rie l, 
Cali forn ia congregation and the second 
at the Rosemead, Ca li fo rni a chu rch 
wh ich uses the inst ru ment. 

For information w ri te T.W.P. 11, P.O. 
Box, 67, Rosemead, CA 91770. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VAllEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
K-12 Art Freund, minister of the Rosemead 

church will speak in favor of the use of 
instruments and Bro. T. W. Phi lli ps II 

· will speak for the non-use of the instru
. ment. 

16617 Parthenia Street 
Sepulveda, California 91343 

Phone 312-892-8695 
There will be a questio n and answer 

period to follow the messages. This fo l
lows the Sym posium we recently had at 
San Gabrie l on the Holy Spi rit. We fee l 

. by the method of Symposium we reach 
far more no n-members of the church 

SFVCS is in its 16th year; owns its own 
campus with buildings and six acre campus. 
It offers complete medical and dental plan 
for employees. Write or call. L. D. Webb, 
Administrator 

Brown Trail School of Preachinq 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Fu ll-Time Co urse No Tuit ion 
Approved fo r VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Q ualified Facul ty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 
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APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth}, Texas 76021, Phone: 617·262· 391 1 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. should be pursued 
relentlessly: that religious commitment . 

which is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academ ic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An Introduction to Seaver College 
which describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdine 
University. Seaver College has a lim ited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
in Business Administration. 

Communications . Humanities/Fine Arts. 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Socia l Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. President 

BUILDING? 
... Need Funds ? 

JOIN HANDS WITH 
AN EXPERIENCED 

TEAM! 
. 23 Years Serving 

Churches of Christ 

Funding Over 
$ 250,000,000 

... 21 Full-Time Staff 
Members Directing 
Financial Services 

"PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
TO WORK FOR YOU !" 

"The Cornerstone 
oi Church Financing" 

Affili a ted Manager s, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 
We're planning to bu ild and need funds.· Please send 
FREE informa tion on financi ng and "Why~ is 
the time to Build!" 

Name 

Address 

Cily Slale Zip 

Individual's function in congregalion 

Na me or congregal ion 

Telephone ------------

!Clip and Mail · U.S.A. only! 

Fl RM FOUNDA.TlO~l-MARCH 30, 1982 



l::f~'. THOUGHTS ABOUT BALANCE 
lYf/ (Continued from page 4) 
~hainer did not have to be disfellow
~:l1~hipped! He even had the right to state 
tt\\flis convictions! 
;*r1t~~ Som~ of us seem !o have forgotten a 
)i~VERY Important pomt. Every truth is 
2?l~mportant, but not every truth is 
:~fifQUALL Y important, or equally related 
'i11to salvation. A person could believe that 
~ating meat was wrong without being 
f:4]ost because of that false belief! And I 
'::');fuiy still be in fellowship with him, and 
:.JJ!reat him as a brother without agreeing 
)1with his false belief! 
?aV~·:' It seems to me a tragic shame that 
~Jlhere are many among us who seem 
~{¥to think we cannot oppose denomina
·~tional tendencies (or what we think to 
rtbe wrong in ANY area) without having 
~:to disfellowship everyone who has not 
.J;f.el atta_iryed . our brilliant insights or 
[~:(Jeep spmtualtty! 
·r~112 Lemont lane, R #3, Tullahoma, Tn. 
;;~37388 
{J 
~j: A MATTER OF INCONSISTENCY! 
·:iL (Continued from page 8) 
;'!'~· 

}>twe exrlain to the world why we are so 
f1fritica of the church which is Christ's 
~·:~b.ride and body? If we truly expect Jesus 
" ~o return again, how can we explain to 
;'C~the world our failure to eagerly pro
o::jclaim and look forward to his second 

coming? If we truly believe the Bible 
is the inspired Word of God, how can 
we explain our failure to proclaim it 
with the same love with which it was 
given to us? Finally, if we truly believe 
God will care for us and our every need 
H we will only put Jesus first, how can 
we explain to the world why jesus and 
spiritual ll).affers are not evident in our 
lives? 

Jesus himself said, " 'Thus you will 
know them by their fruits. Not everr, 
one who says to me, 11lord, Lord, ' 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven.'" 

Come, let us together build up one 
another in faith and walk as Jesus 
walked, all to the glory of God. Then 
our hearts won't be troubled! 

93 7n.o/te (/zan a lax 6et11ice, lui il e6 a lax 6et11ice ... 

Are you having problems with your exemption 
from Social Security?? Do you understand 
Form 4361 and Package 1023?? 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

WE DO 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, ~ 79401 

;- -~ 

EDITORIAL 
POUCV STATEMENT 

~. It shall be the sole purpose of this 
._:" . .-
' ; paper to launch an intensive Bible 
"~! study for spiritual development. We, 
: as the editorial staff, shaD strive to 
, · chaDenge and improve the exegetical 

IRe eze"efe ~ ... a new monthly paper designed to edify 
Q teachers, preachers, elders, and aU serious 

Bible students. 

abilities of concerned people by 
· · presenting articles that cause us to 

think and sharpen our understand· 
ing of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 
ration of the Holy Scripture~; the 
absoluteness of the saving power of 

BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBUCAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

r--------------------I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
l·year subscription). 

I Name ________________________________________________ _____ 

I 
I Address ----------------------------------------------

~ City, State, ZiP--------------------------------------
the gospel of Christ. 

:·:~~ =================================·================~ 
CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

11 r2o31 



ARE YOU A FUNDAMENTALIST? 
(Continued from page 6) 

some persistent weaknesses of the 
movement. 

The Fundamentalist Mind 
This historical perspective provides a 

vantage point from which to reflect on 
current use of the term ''fundamental
ist." Those who purposively designate 
t~em~elves "fundam~ntalists" today risk 
s1tuatmg themselves m the lineage of a 
movement that still stirs up onerous 
images _of obscurantism, petulancy, and 
theolog1cal rabble-rousing. That image 

ATTENTION! 
Y9UNG ADULTS, 

YOU CAN WIN IF ••• 

(Willard is a minister of the gospel, a past 
basketball coach, and professional counsellor 
at Abilene Christian University). 

MR. TATE'S DISCUSSIONS INCLUDE: 
e YOU CAN WIN IF ... 
e ARE YOU FIT TO BE TIED? 
e OVERCOMMITMENT ... 

(The No.1 Problem in The Home Today!) 
e TELEVISION ... 

(The No.1 Menace in The Home Today!) 
e DISCIPLINE NEEDED IN THE HOME 

TODAY. 
e NOT PERFECT - - BUT A GOOD 

MARRIAGE!. 

To Order: Send name and address with 
$12.50 to: 

r::::l.MOMENTOUS 
~ MESSAGES 

BOX 1269 
ABILENE, TEXAS 79604 

itself is, of course, a caricature of a 
c.omplex and fragile theological coali
tion (as Marsden shows)-a coalition 
that unfortunately, in its most extreme 
and garrulous episode, received na
tional publicity and enduring iniamy 
through the acerbic taunts of a hostile 
press. 

Are you a fundamentalist? Consider 
care~ully. If the term simply refers, as 
CurtiS Lee Laws defined it, to one 
ready "to do battle for the Fundamen
t~ls," . the answer could easily be af
firmative. Yet this very definition con
tains at least the seeds of the mentality 
that has given the word its present 
disrepute. For one person's "funda
mental" is often another person's "ex
pedient" and when they both rise up to 
"do battle for the fundamentals" a sad 
and disgusting carnage too often results. 
John J. Timmerman, writing from within 
the Reformed tradition, had had con
siderable experience with such a men
tality when he recently observed: 

One gets tired of people who are 
always right, whether they be profes
sors, preachers, or editors of church 
papers. In all the years I have ob
served ecclesiastical controversies, I 
do not remember a protagonist who 
admited being wrong about anything 
that really mattered. It frequently 
proved easier to start a new denomi
nation. 

In this persistent ''fundamentalist" im
pulse-an impulse marked by pride, 
suspicion, heavy-handedness, and some
times by excoriation of the "enemy"
that needs tempering with the humble 
and irenic yet firm and forceful spirit 
one sees in Jesus. 

Let me suggest that Marsden's study, 
like every good historical work, can 
serve as a corrective. It can broaden 
and deepen one's view of historic Fun
damentalism and thus help begin the 
always arduous process of genuine 
understanding-a process that theologi
cal labeling seeks to bypass. Further, 
because the dynamics of theological 
growth and warfare are remarkably 
similar from age to age, one can hardly 
come away from the book without a 
beam of insight into the present .sceen 
of conflict ana growth. For a start, it ~·ust 
might retard the wanton and reck ess 
use of labels. 

Now-are you a ''fundamenalist"? 

School of Religion, University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, lA 52242 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATION$. NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved · 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

12 [204) 

Life Begins 
at 39 Ca10p ., 

PETTIJOHN SPRINGS 

CHRISTIAN CAMP 

May 19-22!' 1982: 
Bill Wiley, Director, John Bannis .. ~ 
ter, Featured Speaker, Paul Epps, .. 
Song Lead~r. · · 

Camper & Trailer hookups avail
able. Each person will need to 
bring own linen & bath articles .. : 
Cost $25.00 includes 3 nights : 
lodging, 8 meals, health, and , 
accident insurance. Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, 
Box 420, Madill, Ok. 73446. ? 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1)95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

. ) 
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WHY HAVE 
10 MILLION PEOPLE IN OVER 
20,000 CHURCHES SEEN THE 

--·- ----

FOCUS E 
FILM 

SERIES? 
JAMES C. DOBSON Ph.D. 
One of America's leading authorities on thefanzily. 

Consider what the families in your 
church are up against: More and more 
households today are led by a single parent; 
most marriages end in divorce; children grow 
up within arm's reach of dangerous drugs and 
illicit sex; inflation forces many mothers to 
work unwillingly; overworked fathers spend 
less and less time with their young children ... 

For the Christian families within your 
church, the pressures are doubly painful. 
Everything about the world in which they live 
seems bent on undermining, attacking, or 
merely ignoring their values . And yet they 
are determined to survive. They know all 
the gloomy facts about the declining moral 
health of America. They don't want more 
studies. They want solutions. 

One solution for over 20,000 churches 
has been to show the Focus on the Family film 
series by Dr. James C. Dobson. The series 

confronts the key issues facing the family 
today in seven outstanding films: 

Film 1- The Strong-Willed Child 
e Film 2- Shaping The Will Without 

Breaking The Spirit. 
e Film 3- Christian Fathering. 
" Film 4- Preparing for Adolescence: 

The Origins of Self-Doubt. 
Film 5- Preparing for Adolescence: 

Peer Pressure and Sexuality. 
' Film 6- What Wives Wish Their Husbands 

Knew About Women-
The Lonely Housewife. 

Film 7- What Wives Wish Their Husbands 
Knew About Women-
Money, Sex, and Children. · 

For information on showing this successful 
series in your church contact the film distribu
tor nearest you or mail the coupon in this ad. .... . ..... . 
I YFB 

I 'd like more information about this film series. I 
We are interested in helping our people apply 

'God-centered values in an off.centered world. I 
Write to: Educational ProdurtsDivision, Word , Inc. 1 P .0. Box 1790, Waco, TX 76796 Attn: Film Dept. 1 

I Name 1 
I 

Church Name------------ I 
Address ____ __:_ ___ ____ _ 

'-- - ---- --1 

.~. •••••rl 
EDUCATIONAL PRODUCTS DIVISION, Word Inc., Waco, TX76796 

() Copyright Word, Inc., 
Educational Products Division, Waco, TX 76796 



NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ernplqyees 
0~ 

cboRcbes OJ= CbR.fst: 
foSCJRance gR.CXJp 

:tc 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ................. $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 

at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found in the group book· 
lets. 
Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring,Tx.77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"SerfJing the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin~e 1975" 
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FELLOWSHIP ISSUE TO BE STUDIED 

~~Fellowship In Christ," the theme of 
the sixth annual Preacher's Forum at the 
Hard!ng Grad~ate Sc~ool of Religion, is 
drawmg particular anterest this year. 
Presentation topics for the April 20 
1982 Forum in Memphis include: ''Th~ 
Basis of Fellowship," ~~what Has Di
vided Us?" ~~Instrumental Music" 11Pre
millenialism," "Orphan Hom~s and 
Herald of Truth," "Exegesis and Unity" 
and ~~unity Through Restoration." ' 

Speakers and panel members for this 
year's Forum are jack Evans, Bill Flatt 
Harold Hazelip, Bill Humble, Mac lynn: 
Carroll Osburn, Neale Pryor, and Earl 
West. 

The Preacher's Forum at Harding 
Graduate School is an annual spring 
event designed for preachers, elders, 
church leaders and concerned Chris
tians. For a brochure on the Forum or 
information about HGSR, contact Dr. 
Harold Hazelip, Dean, Dr. Bill Flatt, 
Registrar, at Harding Graduate School of 
Religion, 1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38117. 

Charles Hodge, Ft. Worth, Texas 
76109: After 22 years ministry with the 
Rosemont church the Duncanville, 
Texas, ministry has been accepted ef-

Va}}ey Forge 
Encampment 

June 28-July 2 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. Great 
Christian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "Christ in You, 
The Hope of Glory" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
Reuel Lemmons Steven Lemley 
M. Norvel Young Emily Lemley 
Helen Young Elza Huffard 
Larry Roberts Elijah Anthony 

Larry Van Steenberg 
Wil C. Goodheer, Director 

r····-····------------------·--·-···• Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address -----------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1·215·265-1585 

-------------------------------------· 

~ 
~·i1 

fective May 15th. The bulletin edito · 1 : and tape ministries will be contin~aJ. 
After May 15th_ the mailing address ~5: 
Church of Chnst, Box 56, Duncanvill · 
TX 75116. et 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internsh" 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WOR~· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR Se • 
for details to School of Personal Evan::. 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis T 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) a£i: 
0120. NO TUITION. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD -·. 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Contim1ous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE .INSURANCE 

Health Rates guaranteed until 
May ofl982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO,TEXAS76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Chur~hes of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work ~ofJered at same rate as 
resident Ameri~ans 

Coverage good anywhere 

IIOW:ANTED. 
I PERSONNEL TO WORK IN lliE RAPIDLY 
. OROWINO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MINISTRY 

TEACHERS -ELEMENTARY & JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS f, AIDS 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

LUNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QCIAUFICATJONS 

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN UFE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

.1· 

MUST LOVE WORKINO WITH CHILDREN 
ACTIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEMBERSHIP : '. 

Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue I Covina. CA 91723 

(213) 331-«)559 (213) 331.0550 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 30, 



fi$·. c L A s s I F ~J~,l 
~:.~,~~~ --A-:-:d-verti---:-:-.s-:-in-g~in:--th:7is_s_e-c:ti-:.-on--$-l.-5-0-p-e_r_li __ n_e.-D-e_s_lgn_e_d_e_s_p_ec:_i_a_ll_y_to __ ac-c-o-m-m-o-da-te--c:-o-n-g-re-g-a-ti-.o-ns-

,,,,, ~ advertising meeting places. preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
:r;:.'4 acceptable matter. 

·,:i?_;j,:-.1.------------------------------------

I E D 
~:~; .. ;, BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
'{!i·1 SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
~::,",1 Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Missiona 

,_~:_:_•·_; __ ·~.;1 ~!;~~~~:J ft~r~~~~~.:~~a~~~~!l 
" Leonard M. Gray-Director 

;1:.\iJ (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
:~;:;r FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
/~-.touthslde Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
·.~,·:·~ler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
-o,::!ss•-6012. sun. 9:30 & t0:3o A.M. & 6:oo 
~<ii.ft.lt{ •• Wed. 7:03 P.M. 
;1~?1'i'" DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
%i::D LA.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
~1·:;.~ 455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
:· ·.' _·: Tele.: 988-1024 
:{;~ See Yellow Pages For Servi~e Tlm.e~ 
~?;i.J:ranslatlon for Deaf. Terry Cartwrtght, mtmster 
''i'-'I!RLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irving St., corner of 
:~.~ftving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
~;..,-... tion's capitnl & historic N. V!l. Lord's Day 
. ;_·:·.~. orship 10:30 A.M., 6:00P.M.; Btble Study.9:30 
_::'/ · !{. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportatton
::/iatrections ph. 528-0536. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
•~!Spiritual Feast. 

-.;}"uA.THA.!I. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
'~iBlvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
:}~NEW YORK CiTY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
~JOl-635-2688. 
1l :&LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
~JIRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con.tact 
·?i8Jatives or friP.nds in Alaska. Pnt Mc:Mnhan or 
~~t:Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
;~one 272-7684 or 344-5719. 
::~-: •. BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
'~ t 11300 DubUn Road 

-~f.:: Plensnnton, California 94506 
1· James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

. ~'NOW WORSIDP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
•:-.fBAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
\Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala. Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
!:96746. 
;; . WH~=E""'N,..,Y=o"""U,....,VI=s=IT=-=T=H:;:E;-8::::2:-W=o~R~L:-;D~S;-;:;FA~IR"'!;--
. :(Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable !'ates. For 
·::more information call 615-966-9622 or wnte Robert 
.~. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
,·_?37922. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets A M & 
f.Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 • • 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
~------~M~ET:R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
·.:BREWER MAJNE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
·:Sunday cl~ses, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
. [.989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 

'llewcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
:evANSVIJ,LE, IND .. 2205 E. 1\lorgnn Ave •• 
{ltJ,S, 460 En111t Oppcullte 1(-l\tnrt. Offl~ 4'1'1-
.'!.'~. Dobby Wude. Min. 4'16-4056. 
tBristol Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
·:,~ between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
·.~10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday _7;30 P.M. Phone 
->:4-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Mm1ster. 
i:;EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
l§!erra Chihlr~n's Home iR currently hiring child 

.
. f:;cal'e stnff. (Christian rouplf'S.) Good pay and bene
'fJ ~- Jf lntereRted. contnct Steve Bct;!rnlan. Ext'cu

: ive Dirertor. at P.O. Box 597, Vacavtlle, CA 9568R, 
:·~ . rnll 707/44R-!i61i7." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 

\ ..0. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
I r~sUN CITY CA.LIFORNIA-Vnlley Ohnreh of 

lCJnist. C~me visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 
'fit, CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
f&Qo N Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 

. r:sundaj· Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 
;, Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 

;t;'$ Tel. C21!il 468-6352 . 
·:~INISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Chr1st 
ttleeds a minister to help carry on a German work ~nd 
·>Preach 7S% of time to military community. Full t1me 

~ · ~PPort available by congregation. Position available 
' ··i~_oo,vember 1982. Pr~vious experience under elders de

,ilfed but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
. ~AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
~!Ufle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
~- ooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 625-2700 for 

.. :. ITJes and place of services. 
.. h110NGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
·~L TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
.4.'ND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
-~ESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
11HRiST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78855. 

. · ::,one: 512/348-8006. __ , ... 1 
·::~.: 

. ;• ... .; .... 

~(,~i~t;; 

Preacher wanted who is sound In the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 
"PREACHER NEEDED: Church located 8 miles south 
of Lubbock is seeking a minister to work with and 
serve the church there (need by April 4). Home fur
nished. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 280, Wolfforth, TX 79382 or call Allen Green at 
1-806/866-4474." 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 1320S, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
"Congregation with about 60 in attendance in south
west Oklahoma needs full-time minister. Applicant 
must be self-starter and aggressive as there are no 
elders. Lots of potential in this agriculturally oriented 
town of 2,000, plus a large trade territory. An esti
mated 1 SO from this area are members. We offer com
petitive salary for this area and will provide nice, 
comfortable older home and other benefits. Please 
reply to Carnegie church of Christ, P. 0. Box 540, 
Carnegie, Ok. 7301S." 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218·732-S105. 

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST 
Presenting Seminars & Workshops on: Enhancmg Com
munication; Building Better Families; Dealing With 
Anger & Anxiety; Common Sense Discipline For P~r
ents & Teachers; Stress Management; or your top1c. 
Presented by a deacon with over 10 years of crisis 
intervention experience. For an interesting, humorous, 
and informative presentation contact: Roger Allen, 
Ph.D. 3331 Cameron, Tyler, Texas 7S701, 214/59S-0111. 
"SINGLE AGAIN? THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READING 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY 'IN YOUR LIFE. SINGLES 
BEYOND COLLEGE ACE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURACE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN ALWAY5-SINCLE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 292S, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
Revelation Complete in 12 cassettes C-90's In royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on prem.il· 
lenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, preJ:!ald. 
Contact Glen L. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowndge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 Ol' call (918) 341-2926 

Head Cook Wanted 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Madill, OK. has 
opening for mature Christian with experience in f.ood 
preparation for large groups. Excellent pay and fnnge 
benefits, room and board. provided, w~uld consider 
husband/wife team. Job w1ll run from l'l_lld~le f?f May 
till middle of August. Send letter of apphcat1on mclud
ing qualifications and experience to Alan Bennett, m~r. 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, Box 420, Mad1ll, 
Ok. 73446 or call 405-79S-S01S. 
URGENT: Assistance needed for wor.k in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Chnst, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquette, Ml 4985S. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
Illness necessitates sale of Christian bookstore and 
school supply combination located in Denver, Colorado. 
Interested parties call Caylen or Ann Ammons at AC 
303-922-162S. 

Visiting The '82 World's Fair? 
Stay in a Christian home. Very re~sonable rates. For 
information caii1-61S-43S-6493 or wnte Bud Burke, P.O. 
Box 101, Oliver Springs, Tenn. 37840. 
WANTED-good used set !lf Jule ~iller Visualized Bible 
Study series films and film projector .. CC?ntact Jam~s 
Snyder, 206 SE Sth, Stigler, OK 74462, 1f mterested m 
selling yours. 
WANTED· Full-time freacher for a hard-working con
flregatlon' of 190 o the Lord's people in .southern 
California. This is a close knit fa~lly o.f Christians v.;ho 
have the reputation of beins. the fnendhest co.ngr~gatiO!l 
anywhere There is fantastiC growth potent1al m th1s 
area and· our present building will seat. SSO. We are

1 looking for an enthusiastic man experienced In al 
phases of church growth and edification. We see a great 
future for the church here in Downey and want some
one who can help plan the work ~nd work .th.e plans . 
If interested in becoming part of th1s evangehst1c effort, 
please send complete resume, references, 1 or . 2 
taped sermons, and family photo to.: Elders, lmpenal 
Hwy. Church of Christ, 8321 E. lmpen.a! Hwy., Downey, 
Ca. 90242. Phone: (213) 869-3610. Pos1t1on open May 1, 
1982. 

JOB INFORMATION: DALLAS, Houston, Overseas 
Alaska, $20,000 to $SO,OOO possible. 602·998-0426 
Dept. OS66. Phone Call Refundable. 
YUlUA, ARIZ., OSl W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'160 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL MAN for our 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the Lord. This is a unique "on the 
job" tra!ning program for potential full-time workers. 
Work With youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036; 
(806) 8S7-3S61. 
CARING ••• COMPASSIONATE CONCERN FOR THE 
SICK encourages Christians in their quest to be like 
Jesus, parlicularlv in ministering to the sick. For a free 
copy of lhis excellent resource book, write Caring-FF, 
Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
SOUTH TEXAS CONGREGATION SEEKING FULL-TIME 
MINISTER. HOUSING AND SALARY PROVIDED. STATE 
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS (9000 ENROLLMENT) ADJACENT 
TO MEETING PLACE. PRIVATE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
USING PART OF COMPLEX. "BIBLE CHAIR" POSSIBLE. 
MEMBERSHIP 60. IF INTERESTED PLEASE SEND RE
SUME TO DEAN BAGLEY, P.O. BOX 1319, EDINBURG, 
TEXAS 78539 OR CALL S12·381-8126 OR 381-8220. 
Wanted: Preacher For North Cenlral Texas congrega
tion. Application by resume. Mail to No. Union St. 
Church of Christ, PO Box 22S, Whitesboro, TX. 76273. 
The Frisco TX Congregation needs an evangelist. Full 
time only. Wrile Jim Jackson, Box 904, Frisco, TX, 
75034 or Call collect: 214-377-2813 . 

HOME COMING 
The Keyes, OK. Church of Christ is hosting a home
coming for former members and friends of the Con
gregation on Saturday, April 10 beginning at 10:00 
A.M. with a devotion at the Church building followed 
by dinner and visiting. 

R.S.V.P. by April 1. 
MINISTER LOOKING: 48, graduate of F-HC, 28 yrs. 
experience. No extremist. Prefer IL, IN, KY or TN. 
For info and references, contact Ron Bartanen, 1206 
McClellan, Marquette, Ml 498SS; (906) 226-6812. 
THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM ACE 30-SO WITH 
CHILDREN. SMALL TOWN, LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544, ROSE
BUD, TEXAS 76570. 
Preacher, with full travel funds to the U.S., from 
present location, desires to find position in Southwest 
U.S., but will consider others. Will be returning l_ate 
in July, 1982. If interested, contact William C. Driver; 
P.O. Box 3003; Balboa, Panama. (Air mail only) Or 
call (overseas operator) Balboa, Panama-S2-2480. 

INVESTIGA.TEl The Firm FoandntloD 
trlea to ecreen advertising. and will not 
knowing-IT tnke questionable advertlslnJt, 
But It Is the render's responslb1Uf7 to ID· 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlmea anwltttng1y run nn unworthy ad. 
A.s the old sn7lng goes. before TOn Invest. 
Investigate I 

FT. WAYNE FLOOD BULLETIN 

The Reed Road Church in Ft 
Wayne, Indiana, has set up relief 
headquarters to aid :victims of the 
recent flood. Not many Christians 
were affected, but the church is set to 
help those who were. Those who wish 
to help should send to Reed Road 
Church of Christ, 2727 Reed Road! 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46815. TOf!Y Lalh 
is the preacher, and his phone 1s 219/ 
485-8203. The church phone is 219/ 
484-2896. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
15 (207] 



TRAINING FOR MINISTRY? 
Ten Reasons to consider the 
Institute for Christian Studies 

1. Academic excellence combined with involvement in the life of the 

churc;h. 

2. Experience (field work each semester). 

3. Courses in practical ministry. 

4. Qualified and committed faculty (all full-time faculty members have 

earned doctorates). 

5. Close interaction with the campus ministry program at the University of 

Texas. 

6. Daily personal interaction with faculty. 

7. Independent thought and personal spiritual growth. 

8. Low-cost program. 

9. Accredited degree in Biblical Studies (from A.C. U.) 

10. University-modeled curriculum. 

Interested? For further information write: 

Registrar 
Institute of Christian Studies 
1908 University Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78705 

-. 
' 
~. •. 
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Energy For Life is Theme of Church Exhibit at 1982 World's 
Fair. 

This is a model of the Church of Christ exhibit planned for 
the Technology and Lifestyle pavi lion at the 1982 World's Fair 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. The two-level exhibit is divided into 
four main interest areas, depicting "God's Love " "The Bible " 
"Family/ Re lationships," and "The Church." Th~ theme of the 
the exhibit is "Energy for Life: God's Love . .. Person to 
Person." 

Austin, Texas, April 6, 1982 
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Editorial Responsibility 

The task of editing a religious paper is not an easy one. 
As you hold this issue in your hands you will probably 
feel that it did not take much to put it together. In phy
sical labor it didn't. In intanglible qualities and editorial 
acumen it did. 

The responsibility of acting with wisdom in collecting 
and analyzing the material that goes into each issue is 
extremely heavy. If a gospel paper is going to be a wise 
teacher, influencing brethern to unity rather than divis
ion; challenging leadership to think rather than peddling 
gossip for little minds to feed on, its editor must take 
seriously his job and weigh the circumstances carefully. 
To bring people to a unity of faith and spirit to the point 
where they are not tossed to and fro by every wind of 
doctrine is a noble challenge to any editor. 

Our gospel papers are a mirror of our times. They re
cord history as it is being made. At the same time they 
are setting the tone for our times by editorial determina
tion of what shall and shall not appear in their pages. 
The best way, and almost the only way for church leaders 
and church members to stay abreast of the times is by 
reading the papers. When you find a preacher, or an 
elder, or a member who will not, or is not interested in 
reading our papers you have found someone who has no 
desire to keep abreast. Inevitably he will drift with the 
current. 

Our religious papers are not designed for the casual 
reader. The writers-and especially the editors-write 
because they have something to say to leadership. Some
times they are ignored, and sometimes they receive con
sideration. They are certainly not infallible. However, out 
of their experiences they usually can present thoughts 
worth considering. 

We feel that it is the responsibility of editors of our 
publications to create a world vision. We must not back 
into the future because we are keeping our eyes on the 
past. The untrodden trail ahead of our toes needs a 
courageous soul pointing in that direction. 

Any editor worth his salt will want to leave the church 
in better cond~tion than he found it. He will constantly 
ask for wisdom to do so. He will use restraint in the use 
of his editorial powers and will be careful to do good 
and no harm to all. He will be loyal to the Book, and at 
the same time will be solicitous and encouraging those 
who are trying to follow the Book. An editor is most 
faithful when he is speaking the truth in love. 
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Editors belong on the cutting edge of things. They are 
going to make their quota of mistakes, even though they 
know they will never be forgiven for a single one of 
them. They are going to encourage some causes that 
later turn sour. Hind sight is always better than foresight. 
But editors must keep on encouraging good works and 
ideas that have promise. They must continue to resist the 
brotherhood trend to throw the baby out with the bath 
water. Editors must resist the "lowest common denomi
nator'' syndrome and continue to encourage possibili
ties. They must pioneer untrodden wilderness-some
body has to go there first. While holding on to the 
proven and tried, they must risk, sometimes, the untried. 
And they may fail, but they also have the possibility of 
succeeding, and of pointing us to greater heights and 
more successful methods. 

One thing, above all others that impresses us is the 
necessity for extreme self discipline. We cannot give vent 
to jousting with every would be assassin of personal pride 
or even character, though the temptation is extreme. 
Discipline cannot be zapped. It is learned by patient con
tinuance in well-doing, regardless of the storms that may 
whirl around you. In the midst of the tumult it is easy to 
feel that we are doomed to drown, just as the disciples 
of jesus feared, but we must never forget that there is 
Another in the the boat. And when the storm has be
come "a great calm" in aftermath the course of the 
boat must remain unaltered. 

An editor is charged with what does and what does 
not get into a paper. Everyone who writes feels that what 
he writes is worthy of publication, and most feel that 
what they write is "the most important thing the church 
faces today." If everything contributed were run there 
would be no need for an editor. It becomes his respon
sibility to determine what is worth printing. In answer to 
requests for guidelines for writing we usually have only 
one: that i"t be better than what we already have a lot of. 
The second is, that it be nonderogatory, impersonal and 
profitable. 

james might well have said, "Beloved, be not many 
editors!" 
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Confessions of a Creationist 

I am a creationist. 

My cheeks did not turn red when I 
wrote the opening line of this essay. I 
did not cringe or feel intellectually in
ferior by admitting it. Neither did I write 
it with my brain parked in the next room 
nor in disregard of my training in sci
ence, logic, and philosophy. 

I do blush and cringe, however, when 
certain attempts to defend creationism 
against its evolutionary alternative make 
the press. My feelings are shared by a 
number of physicists, biologists, philos
ophers et al. who are conscientious stu
dents of this issue rather than single
minded dogmatists. 

The sort of publicity generated by 
Scopes-type trials is a case in point. One 
of the pro-creationism witnesses in the 
recent Arkansas trail testing the "Bal
anced Treatment for Creation-Science 
and Evolution-Science Act" will surely 
be used as a model caricature of "anti
intellectual creationists." 

The man testified to his confidence 
that cre~tionism is scientific, fully consis
tent With all we know about living 
things, and deserving of presentation in 
biology texts and classes. Under cross
examination, he also expressed his con
fidence in the view that aliens have 
visited planet earth via spaceships and 
that such visits are associated with 
demonic forces! 

Need anyone wonder why evolution 
is gaining acceptance as the view of 
credible thinkers and creationism is in
creasingly regarded as superstition? 

A great many of the more public 
statements from procreationists assume 
a question-begging stance. As Michael 
Ruse, a Canadian philosopher of sci
ence, said at the trial: "It doesn't mat
ter what comes up, they've got an ex
planation. Something that can explain 
anything is not science." 

Dogmatic commitment to a position 
regardless of the relevant evidence is 
unworthy of a man-whether he is in 
God's image or simply a rational animal. 
If the evidence falsifies creationism, one 
may still hold the view as a matter of 
blind credulity. He cannot, however, 
claim to have rational faith in it. Ra
tional faith must rest upon evidence 
and proofs and may never defy them. 

Karl Popper has insisted for years
and correctly so-that the primary crite
rion of science must be the falsifiability 
of its theories. Any set of ideas about 
the origin of life which is immune to 
falsification cannot be science. 

Both evolution and creation are phil
losophic interpretations of data from 
the natural sciences. Both are interpre
tive models rather than secrets read off 
the data. Thus it is philosophy of science 
rather than biology or biblical languages 
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which must judge the method, theories, 
and results of such issues. 

When the day comes that the results 
of such serious studies are incompat
ible with creationism, I will change my 
own position from creationist to evolu
tionist-or to whatever explanatory 
model is most consistent with those 
results. 

At this point in those studies, how
ever, it is evolution which has the pre
ponderance of difficulties. (Neither view 
is wi.thout difficulty. In fact, no position 
relat1ve to any subject is free of possible 
criticisms or hard problems!) 

First, evolutionary theory has no ade
quate account of how life could have 
come from nonliving matter. It is postu
l~ted .that the pri'!lary building-blocks of 
hfe (1.e., nucleot1des and amino acids} 
were produced from molecules of water, 
methane, and ammonia interacting with 
electricity in the absence of free oxygen. 
(For the sake of argument, we shall not 
pry into the origin of water, methane, 
ammonia, or matter in general-though 
the. move .from nothing to something is 
as mterestmg as that from something to 
life.) 

laboratory experiments in recent 
years have concocted an organic "soup" 
of compounds believed essential to the 
appearance of the first life. But the 
decisive step from this primordial brew 
to the formation of replicating macro
molecules and then to an actual organ
ism (i.e., a primitive cell) is inexplicable. 
A Noble Prize-winning French biochem
ist who is a thoroughgoing evolutionist 
refers to these steps as "major difficul
ties" and acknowledges that the a priori 
probability of their resolution by chance 
circumstances was "virtually zero." Yet 
Jacques Monod and others like him 
assume it must have happened, for life 
is here! 

French scientist louis Pasteur demon-· 
strated by a scientific procedure that life 
does not arise spontaneously from non
living material. Evolutions must beg 
the question about spontaneous genera
tion to begin their process. I ask you: 
Is supernatural creation by an intelligent 
and powerful deity an absurd alternative 
here? 

Second, there is the notorious prob
lem of gaps in the fossil record of life 
on earth. Darwin admitted these gaps to 
be a serious obstacle to his theory of 
evolution. He confessed that the absence 
of transitional forms "may be truly urged 
as a valid argument against the views 
here entertained." He expressed con
fidence, however, that research into the 
fossils by paleontologists following him 
would fill in the gaps. Transitional 
forms are still missing from the fossil 
record! 

All living things show a marvelous 
ability to change and adapt to altered 

environments. This sort of modification 
within species and genera is sometimes 
called microevolution, and both crea
tionists and evolutionists acknowledge 
the phenomenon. But the claim of 
evolutionists that this sort of limited 
adaptive change has actually caused 
macroevolutionary progression from one 
category of living organism to another 
is denied by creationists. To the con
trary, creationists insist that the sudden 
~ppearanc.e of _full-blown, complex, Jiv
mg orgamsms m the Cambrian layer of 
the earth's crust is consistent with crea
tion rather than evolution. 

Third, there ·are so many impressive 
instances of intricate and apparently 
purposeful arrangement of structures in 
Jiving things as to cause the notion of a 
Grand Designer to come to mind quite 
naturally. The human brain is complex 
beyond any computer; the latter we 
would never attribute to random and 
unintelligent forces at work in the uni
verse, but that very explanation is of
fered by otherwise sensible men for the 
brain! 

It was Darwin himself who acknowl
edged in his "Oi-igin of Species" that the 
formation of so complex an organ as 
the human eye is a difficulty for his 
theory. He wrote: "I have felt the diffi
culty far too keenly to be surprised at 
others hesitating to extend the principle 
of natural selection to so startling a 
length." 

Though some hesitate to invite ridi
cule by challenging evolutionary ortho
doxy, others have spoken up to do so in 
an intelligent manner. W. R. Thompson 
wrote an introduction to the Centenary 
edition of Darwin's famous "Origin of 
Species" and said: "This situation, where 
scientific men rally to the defense of a 
doctrine they are unable to define sci
entifically, much less demonstrate with 
scientific rigour, attempting to maintain 
its credit with the public by the sup
pression of criticism and the elimination 
of difficulties, is abnormal and undesir
able in science." 

As a creationist, I confess embarrass
ment over some of the uncritical at
tempts to defend my view and over 
some of the uninformed attacks on evo
lutionary theory. I confess no personal 
discomfort with the creationist theory 
of origins itself-but great assurance. 

Probably the best suggestion I can 
make to participants in the legal battles 
over creation-evolution is to urge the 
teaching of biology (i.e., natural science) 
in grade schools without requiring either 
philosophy of origins (i.e., creation or 
evolution) to be presented. 

Eighth graders can learn about pho.to
synthesis in plants and blood circulation 
in animals without any required view of 
how such systems came to be. 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's New Family 
0 . H. TABOR 

Paul looks at the community of Christi ans and says, "You 
are the body of Christ." Then he looks at the ind ividuals and 
says, "You are members of his body." He said to the church 
at Phi lipp i, "You are the colony of heaven." The people of the 
Lord and, especially, the people of the world need to get a 
proper concept of what the church is. 

The church is the result of the m ighty act of God in the 
li fe, death, resurrection and exaltation of jesus Christ. W hen 
j esus died upon the cross his blood that he shed was the re
demptive price he paid for the church. W hen he left the world 
he did not leave behind, primarily, a code of eth ics or a set 
of cold, logical principles as so many pillars of stone, but a 
group of men and women who were bound together by their 
knowledge that he was their Lord and Master of life. Some
one said, "Christ was not crucified in a Cathedral, between 
two candles, but on a cross, between two thieves; on the 
town garbage heap; on a crossroad so d iverse that they had 
to write his t it le in Hebrew, Latin an d Greek. At the kind of 
place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and so ldiers 
gamble. Because there is where he died and that is what he 
died about and there is where churchmen ought to be." 

In the fami ly of God we are to make special preparation for 
our mission on the earth and not merely to take up t ime with 
pious exercises. How beaut iful and reward ing to each individ
ual in our gatherings when we humbly confess to God the 
deep concerns of our life knowing that He w ill intercede. We 
must never fo rget t hat w~ exist for the world's good; to li ft, 
heal, bind up, care and love. We must remember that God's 
new people have been 'ri sen wi th Christ to walk the new 
li fe." Since the cross there is that body of believers who live 
in the " last days" and there has been a new hope, as Peter 
said, By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living 
hope through the resurrect ion of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Seeing such a ma1velous plan of God for his new creatu res 
we can understand w hat Paul is saying: "Now you are Christ's 
body, and each of you a limb or organ of it. In baptism the 
new people have pu t on Christ (Gal. 3 :27) and the new nature 
is theirs already (Eph. 4:24). By faith, through baptism they 
have been crucified wi th Christ (Gal. 2:20). There is st ill con
flict in the old dying age but the whole movement is toward 
newness of the fullness of Christ when warfare w ill be over 
and done." 

For a look at the f irst new creatures one can turn to the 
birthday of the church and there we see them in their new 
beauty. These people kept listening to the apostles, who had 
been commiss ioned by Jesus and endowed w ith the Holy 
Spirit, to be God's instructors of the new way. (Acts 2:41-47). 

We must remember how people came into the fellowship 
or church. There was no church build ings as we know them 
today. There was no highly organized eccles iastic order. A 
great dea l of th eir preaching was done in the open, ou t 
among people. Sometimes they met in their homes where the 
whole family could take part. In the meetings they sang, 
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prayed, taught and communed. They were given to much 
praying, not so much for forgiveness, but thanking God that 
he had forg iven them. They knew they had been redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb and they trusted God to keep his 
word. It was not an easy road from the start. They real ized 
what the cross of jesus meant very early in their experiences 
as Christians. They incurred the hatred of both pagans and 
j ews. They were often inj ured and persecuted and prayer to 
them was more than a mere form of words said over and over 
as we often hear today. Prayer to them, was not the time to 
tell their goodness or to impress others with words, but a t ime 
to speak out to God their needs as well as their rejoicings. We 
are glad to acknowledge them as our early brothers in the 
Family. 

In the early family things really happened as they expected 
them to do. We are told of many wonders. Among their 
number, sick people were cu red, bad people were made 
better, hopeless people took on new heart. Un loved people 
found warm loving hearts, lonely people found company, rest
less people found rest and peace. Jesus so changed people 
then and can do i t now. He can cause us to l ive in a condi
tion and in an atmosphere where brothers and sisters care, 
share, love, weep, rejoice with one another. The church of 
that day was a worshipful group. They assembled daily. They 
went to show loyalty to jesus, their Saviour. They knew that in 
services God cou ld do someth ing w ith them and to them. 
They went there to talk to God and to talk with him. 

God's first new people 'b roke bread together from house to 
house.' They were friends, they ate, talked and worshipped 
together. We need this today for such friendship draws people 
to one another and makes the word, 'fam ily,' meaningfu l. 

God's people wanted to enlist others into their ranks. Their 
love for humanity caused them to reach out to the com
munity. We can't imagine these peop le neglecting to tell 
people what Jesus had done for them. They didn 't need some 
sort of complicated visi tation program with some form of 
echelon. We can't imagine these people neglecting the poor, 
elderly, crippled, diseased of their community. We can't 
imagine these people giving all thei r time to learning by at
tending great Seminars where discussion went on endlessly 
while they neglected to practice what they knew to be right. 
Perhaps we all, know enough right now, to keep us busy the 
balance of our lives. We have found it qu ite a lot easier to 
discuss than to practice. But, it is in practicing that people are 
drawn to j esus. " Let your light so shine that ... " (Matt. 5:16). 

God's new fami ly can be planted everywhere, all over this 
world, today. People are waiting, by the mi ll ions, to see Jesus 
through his people. If we are to be his people we are going 
to have to act like jesus and not as Pharisees, not as Dives, 
not as A lexander, not as Diotrephes, not as Demas and some 
others who could be named. We need to restore j ust such a 
spirit to the world that these first Christians had. 
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The case for 

Christian Ownership of Television Stations 
RODGER WEEMS 

The most influencial communications tool known to man is 
largely in the hands of unbelievers. Television, which has 
greater potential for reaching mass audiences than• any other 
medium, is almost wholly controlled by people with little re
spect for Christ and his gospel. Worse still, religious broad
casting in the United States is dominated by an array of faith 
healers, premillennialists, and others who rake in large sums 
of money but do not preach the pure gospel. The sad fact is 
that others have been far, more aggressive in spreading their 
message than we. jesus' burning indictment describes the 20th 
Century Church of Christ: 11 

• •• the sons of this world are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the 
sons of light" (luke 16:8). 

This is not to say, of course, that we are totally uncon
cerned. What we are doing, we are doing very well. Herald 
of Truth is widely appreciated and is expanding. The Amazing 
Grace Bible Class gives the world a picture of how exciting 
and dynamic a simple, Bible-based worship service can be. 
larry West's one-minute spots for World Radio have lovingly 
proclaimed the message that "We Care." There is also a host 
of locally-produced programs that do a good job. 

But if you asked any of these faithful brethren what their 
biggest problem is, the ~nswer would be unanimous: money. 
The cost of television time is going up at a frightening rate, 
and no end is in sight. As an example, our brethren in Hous
ton had to cancel their excellent program, Insight to Life, 
despite its high quality and large audience. The reason was 
simple: when the rates for thirty minutes on Sunday night 
topped $2,000 a week, they just couldn't afford it anymore. 

Why We Must Ad 

These and other facts point to an inescapable conclusion: 
unless we get inside the broadcasting industry in a significant 
way within the next few years, we will see fewer and fewer 
opportunities to preach the gospel on television. Inflation 
will simply price us out of the market. We will be unable to 
compete for television time with the likes of Oral Roberts and 
Jerry Falwell, much less Chevrolet and Colgate. 

As if that trend were not alarming enough, the television 
industry is becoming increasingly' restrictive concerning re
ligious broadcasting. The Federal Communications Com
mission no longer requires that a percentage of its public 
service time be allocated to religious broadcasting, as it once 
did. A station in Amarillo and another in El Paso recently 
stopped all religious broadcasting because they were fed up 
with aiding those who profiteer in the name of God. Even 
now, it's next to impossible to get television stations to sell 

us prime time (6:00 to 10:00 p.m.), when the audiences are 
largest. 

Unless the lord's church moves rapidly and aggressively 
toward ownership of our own television stations across the 
United States, the day may come when this tremendous tool 
is closed to us, either by economics or other factors. 

What Others Are Doing 
Others have recognized the trends and have made great 

strides toward advancing their cause. ·Pat Robertson, former 
Yale law student and son of a United States senator, was a 
devout charismatic premillennialist. He bought a struggling 
UHF station in Virginia Beach, Virginia, even though he had 
almost no cash and poor prospects of raising it. Today, his 
studio in Virginia Beach boasts state-of-the-art video equip
ment, and his charismatic 11700 Club" is carried via satellite 
to cable systems all over the nation. 

The United Methodists have announced plans to build a 
$5 million station, using the profits to fund the development 
of new Methodist television programs. Although beset by 
financial problems and apparent infighting, their plans none
theless reflect a recognition of the trends. 

The Need For Urgency 
The shrinking availability of open channels is another 

factor making it vital that we move with haste if we are to 
own our own television. stations. The F.C.C. allocates tele
vision channels in the VHF (channels 2 through 13) and UHF 
(channels 14 through S3) spectrums. The width of the spec
trums is not unlimited. Except for a mere handful of VHF 
channels available in very sparsely populated areas, the VHF 
spectrum is already full. The newer UHF format is closing 
rapidly. Four years ago there were about 600 available UHF 
channels. Today, there are fewer than 200 unused allocations, 
and competition for these is fierce. We have at most three or 
four years before our opportunity to build UHF stations is 
gone forever. After that, the only avenue will be for us to buy 
existing stations, and those will sell at a premium. 

The Challenge 
We call on faithful, New Testament Christians all over the 

United States to fill applications for television channels in 
areas where allocations are still available. We will be delight
ed to share our research with interested brethren. Do we dare 
allow what may be the greatest opportunity in our lifetime 
to share the gospel with America's teeming millions to slip 
from our grasp? 
219 W. Silver Ave., Hobbs, N.M. 88240 
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The Significance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
What place should the resurrection of 

j esus Christ hold w ithin Christian doc
trine? Is it a cardina l t ru th but of no 
more imP.ortance than o ther truths? 
How does it relate to o ther doctri nes? 
Rather than survey the evidences for the 
historicity of the resurrection of j esus 
as is usual ly done, in this study the 
meaning of his resurrection w i l l be 
examined. 

The primacy of the resurrection in 
Christian doctrine has been stated by 
many w riters. It has been called "the 
most important event in the history of 
the world" (Bibliotheca Sacra, Oct., 1900, 
p. 699). " In the early church as the New 
Testamen t shows, Christ's resurrection 
was absolutely central" (Worship, Nov. 
1971, p. 515). The IDB calls it " th e wa
tershed of NT history and the central 
po int of its fai th" (IV, p. 43). 

A. M . Ramsey tells of his surprise in a 
class on "Theology and Ethics" w hen it 
was announced that the study would 
begin w ith the resurrection. Later he 
agreed that the " resurrection is a t rue 
startin g-place for the study of the mak
ing and the meaning of th e New Testa
ment" (Resurrection of Christ, p. 7). The 
resurrection is seen as the unify ing 
theme of the Bible, an interpre tive cen
ter to which al l else can be re lated. 

W ithout the resurrection it is claimed 
by Bornkam m that " There would be no 
gospel, not one account, no ep istle in 
the New Testament, no fai th, no Church, 
no worship, no prayer in Christendom 
to th is day without the message of the 
resurrection of Christ" (Theology, April 
197.1 , p. 148) . To put it as emphatically 
as 1t can be worded, Whale said " Be
lief in the Resurrection is not ; n ap
pendage to the Christ ian fa ith ; it is the 
Christian faith" (Christian Doctrine, p. 
73). 

Similarly Paul had declared that the 
resurrection was among the few things 
he had preached to the Corinthians "as 
o f fi rst importance" (I Cor. 15 :3-5). 
Moments later he w rote, " . . . if Christ 
~a~ not. been raised, then our preaching 
IS m vam and your faith is in vain . .. . 
!f Ch~is t has not been raised, your fa ith 
IS futile and you are still in you r sins" 
(I Cor. 15:14, 17). Their fa ith was vain 
(kenos), that is, empty or without con
tent. It was fu ti le (mataios), that is, fruit
less, useless, or powerless in its inabi lity 
to bri n~ about salvation. Clearly the 
resurrection holds a cen tral posit ion in 
the doctrine of the early church. 
. Another .manner to see this cen tra lity 
IS to examme the early speeches in the 
book of Acts where the very first Chris
ti a.n p~eaching was being done. In th is 
pnm1t1ve kerugma the resurrect ion of 
Jesus held a centra l p lace (Acts 3 :1 5; 
4 :10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30-33; 37, etc.). In 
the Pentecost sermon i t was declared 
th~t "God raised him up" (Acts 2:24). 
Th1s. was taught as being foretold by 
Dav1d. It was the work of God in vin
dicating jesus and in bringing about the 
enthronement of j esus as "Lord and 
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Christ" (Acts 2:36). In the later wri ting 
of the synoptics, the resu rrection was 
the cl imax. In john and in the epistles, 
it was either a topic for frequent discus
sion or a necessary part of the founda
tion for other doctrines. For these and 
many other reasons, it is important to 
make the resurrection the center of 
theology (see Interpretation, jan. 1948, 
pp. 24-38). 

By seeing the relation the resurrection 
of jesus Christ holds to other Christian 
doctrines, i ts crucial importance can be 
demonstrated. It is important to the doc
t rine of God, since i t revea ls the etern i ty 
of God, his power over death, and his 
concern for mankind in giving mankind 
hope. It portrays God not just in terms 
of ideas about God, but in terms of what 
God has done for mankind. It was God 
who raised Jesus (Gal. 1 :1; Eph. 1 :20; 
Col. 2:12). 

The resu rrection of j esus from the 
grave was not seen as a cause of disunity 
with the O ld Testament, but rather as 
being in accordance with it as a unifying 
principle. jesus "was raised on the thi rd 
day in accordance wt ih the scriptures" 
(I Cor. 15 :4). " Thus it is written that the 
Christ shou ld suffer and on the th i rd day 
rise from the dead" (Lk. 24:46; cf. 24: 
25). The resurrection was what " the 
prophets and Moses said would come to 
pass" (Acts 26:22). The early preaching 
in Acts often appealed to the OT in 
declaring the resu rrection (Acts 2:25-36; 
4:11; 13 :33-35). Thus one study con
cluded that the "early church saw in the 
resurrection of jesus the fu lfi llment of 
the eschatological th rust of the O ld 
Testament which hope consisted of the 
histo ric deeds of God w hich pointed 
beyond themselves to a future fu lfill
ment" (Evangelical Quarterly, 1971 , p. 
24). 

The resurrection is important to the 
doctrine of the person of the Christ be
cause Jesus was "designated Son of 
God in power ... by his resurrection 
from the dead" (Rom. 1 :4). His resurrec
tion and exaltation meant that God pro
claimed him as "Lord and Christ" (Acts 
2:36). Li kewise, the work of jesus in 
redemption is dependent upon the re
surrect ion, not just the cross alone. The 
cross d id not exhaust the redemptive 
work of jesus in relation to sin. "For he 
was crucified in weakness, but lives by 
the power of God" (2 Cor. 13 :4). The 
resurrection was a vindication of the 
humility of his death (Gal. 3:13; Phil. 
2:5-11). It was the post-resurrection 
Jesus w ho was exalted as "Leader and 
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins" (Acts 5:30-31; cf. 
13:37-38). He "was put to death for our 
trespasses" but he was also " raised for 
our justification" (Rom. 4:25). Thus the 
resurrection is essential to redemption. 
It makes redempt ion relevant to today, 
since Jesus is al ive to intercede on ou r 

behalf (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 1 :3; 7:25; I jn. 
2:1). 

The doctrine of the church is depen
dent upon the resu rrection. If Jesus had 
not been raised from the dead, there 
would have been no church. The resur
rection resulted in his being exal ted as 
head over the church. (Col. 1 :16-18; 
Eph. 1 :20-23). The rejected stone be
came the head of the corner (Acts 4:11; 
I Pet. 2:7; Mk. 12:10). Also the mission 
of the church is inextricably interwoven 
with the resu rrection of Jesus for thei r 
fi rst work was to be a witness to the 
resurrection (Lk. 24:48; Acts 1 :8; 2 :32; 
3:15; 4:33; 5 :32; 10:39-41). The replace
ment apostle had to be a "witness to his 
resurrection" (Acts 122). As Israel was 
to have been a wi tness to the works of 
God to the world, now the church was 
to tell of God's worki ng in jesus Christ 
(Acts 13 :47). 

The worship of the early church shows 
a foundation ·of the resurrection . The 
change of the day of worship from the 
Sabbath to the first day of the week can 
best be explained by the resurrection 
being on that day (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 
16:2; Church Quarterly Review, 1964, 
pp. 66-72, and Everett Ferguson, Early 
Christians Speak, pp. 70-75). The cele
b_ratio~ of the Lord's Supper on Sunday 
g1ves 1t a resurrection significance. It is 
not just a memorial to one who died 
but a memorial to a living Christ. It i~ 
to be done " until he comes" (I Cor. 
11 :26). This gave the Lord' s Supper an 
element of joy that would otherwise be 
missing (Anglican Theological Review 
April 1978, pp. 158-65; Ferguson, p. 78)~ 
Thus, the existence, nature, mission and 
worship of the ch urch are bui lt o~ the 
foundation of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the grave. 

The com ing of the Ho ly Spirit and the 
Kingdom were both dependan t upon 
the resu rrection. During the life of Jesus 
the giving of the Spirit was sti ll future' 
waiting for jesus' glorification (Jn. 7:39; 
14:16-17, 26; 1 6:7; 15:26). Only after 
the resurrection did he breathe on them 
and say, "Receive the Ho ly Spirit" (Jn. 
20:22). Later the Holy Spi ri t was sent in 
power as the kingdom also came in 
power (Acts 2). 

The life of. the Christia n is shaped by 
the resurrection. One must believe in 
the resurrection and imitate it through 
baptism in order to be saved (Rom. 
10:9; 6:3; Col. 2:12; I Pet. 3:21). The 
Christian is raised to walk in newness of 
life as a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). Sin 
is not to reign over the Christian (Rom. 
6:3f). The child of God is to set the mind 
on things that are above (Col. 3:1 -17). 
The Christian is l iving by a resurrection 
ethic. 

Finally! eschatology is shaped by the 
resurrection of Jesus. He is the " fi rst
born from the dead" (Col. 1 :18; Rev. 
1 :5; Rom. 8 :29; I Cor. 15:20, 23). As the 
first fruits he is the earnest and guaran
tee of a coming harvest. He leads the 

(Continued on next page) 
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A Preacher Survey 

Recently it occurred to me that when 
preachers get together they usually end 
up picking each others' brains and shar
ing ideas that have proven successful in 
their respective ministries. I often find 
myself asking preacher friends what they 
think about such and such or what new 
ideas have helped them. I always cull a 
few gems of wisdom from those ses-
sions. · 

It dawned on me to ask a cross sec
tion of successful evangelists questions 
that I often find myself asking individual 
preachers. This series will involve the 
sharing of answers to seven questions 
put to over 300 preachers of the church
es of Christ. Ages of these men ranged 
from 22 years to over 85 years of age. 

The questions asked on the survey 
were: 1) What positive rules or bits of 
advice can you share that have been 
instrumental in helping you achieve 
some successes in your personal minis
try? 2) How are local congregations 
failing to meet the bottom line of the 
great commission? 3) List definite 
"don'ts" that you believe young preach
ers should be aware of. 4) By the year 
2,000, as you see it, how might you 
project the future health of the church 
of Christ? 5) List ten "must" books for 
any Christian's personal library as well 
as your favorite Old and New Testament 
commentaries. 6) What are some weak
nesses in today's "pulpi_t"? 7) In what 
areas are elders failing the church to
day? 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 

(Continued from page '1) 
way, holding "the keys of Death and 
Hades" over which he has been vic
torious (Rev. 1 :18; 2 Tim. 1 :1 0; I Cor. 
15:26, 54-57). Thus he is ''Lord both of 
the dead and of the living" (Rom. 14:9). 

Because of Jesus' resurrection and life, 
others will also live (Jn. 14:19; Rom. 
8:11; I Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14; I Thes. 
4:14). Through him one may attain "the 
resurrection from the dead" (Phil. 3:10). 
He gives us "a living hope" because of 
his resurrection (I Pet. 1 :3). Our resur
rected bodies will be like his (I Jn: 3:2; 
Phil. 3:20-21). So his resurrection gives 
content to the resurrection hope and 
itself is a basis for that hope. 

Clearly the resurrection of Jesus is a 
central doctrine to Christianity. It was 
central in the early preaching. It forms 
a vital link to all other Christian doc
trine. 
102 N. Andrews, Waco, Tx 76706 
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Every answer from every respondee 
cannot be shared because of space 
limitations. Most of these responses are 
typical of the general response from the 
majority of preachers. The first question 
with responses 'following is: What posi· 
tive rules or bits of advice can you share 
that have been instrumental in helping 
you acheive some successes in your per· 
sonal ministryl 

1) Allowing myself daily devotional 
time. 2) Being organized. 3) Constantly 
refocusing on Christ. 4) Being people 
centered rather than task oriented or 
involved in issues. 5) Endeavoring to 
maintain balance in all segments of my 
personal life and ministry. 6) Following 
Christ rather than man. 7) Giving others 
some worthy work to help them remain 
saved. 8) Daily Bible reading and pray
er and believing the best in your breth
ren. 9) By being "people oriented" 
rather than "issues oriented." 1 0) By 
never neglecting children or the aged. 

11) Give special attention to the poor 
of this world. 12) An elderly Christian 
lady approached me on Sunday after the 
morning sermon with this compliment 
when I was a young student preacher in 
college: "Son, you are making a preach
er-and don't ever forget it-you'll 
always be making a preacher." I under
stood her point instantly, and have clung 
lovingly to that pearl of wisdom ever 
since. It keeps me humble, prevents my 
taking myself too seriously, and urges 
me to keep growing inwardly and up
wardly. 

12) I rarely fail to include in my daily 
prayers a supplication to God for an 
abundance of wisdom in the decisions 
and choices of each day. Since he clear
ly places no upper limit on the amount 
of wisdom accessible to the prayer of 
faith, I consider it no less Jhan criminal 
negligence for the disciple of Christ to 
let that promise lie unexploited to the 
fullest. I would not try to be a soul
winner, a Christian parent, or a coun
selor without God's generous supply of 
wisdom. 

13) I make myself pray immediately 
for all persons who offend or irritate 
me. I find it impossible to muster hatred 
or malice for someone I have just prayed 
for. 14) Be people centered by treating 
every person as a vtial individual who is 
loved by God and sacrificed for by Jesus. 
15) Someone once told me that a 
preacher's job was to "comfort the af
flicted and afflict the comforted." This 
I have tried to do. 

16) Love people, walk slowly through 
crowds, take time for others. 17) By con-

tinually reminding myself of the good 
and faithful brethren who still love and 
serve the Lord. 18) By not leaving the 
word of God to "serve tables" (Acts 6:2), 
thus reversing the order of the apostles. 
19) By not forgetting the priority of 
preaching. A preacher can please his 
worldly brethren with the fact that he 
made thirty-seven calls last week and 
spoke on "Good Citizenship" at two 
civic clubs. 20) By refusing to present 
"mail-order" sermons. 

21) By being a man of the Book, and 
a diligent student of many books. He 
who lives daily and intimately with the 
former, and dips frequently and inten
sively into the latter will never want for 
themes to preach, nor will his preaching 
be dry, unproductive and stale. On the 
contrary, he will eagerly seek the pulpit 
in order to share the gold nuggets he 
has mined, and his audience will find 
delight in the precious ore he has 
dredged up for it. 

In no other work is there such a high 
moral obligation to be efficient and 
proficient. The well-being of those who 
listen is at stake both in this life and in 
the life to come; and, to fail to give the 
best one has to the effort amounts to 
criminal negligence. Most who fail, and 
are consequently fired, do so because 
they do not study. 

Elders will occasionally hire a preach
er because he is reputed to be a "good 
personal worker" but in a few months 
they will fire him if he lacks pulpit 
power! A preacher will not last long in 
a congregation who does not keep 
ahead of the membership in his spiritual 
development and study. Congregations 
ought to recognize the vital necessity of 
such effort on the par:t of the preacher. 
Any congregation which places such de
mands on the preacher that he has little 
or no time for study, does not deserve 
an able preacher, and usually will not 
keep one long! 

I recently received the following ques
tion: "Don't you think that the preacher 
ought to be out visiting the members 
and going to the hospital to see the sick 
instead of studying four or five hours a 
day?" I find it difficult to be patient with 
such stupidity as is evidenced in this 
question! While it reflects a rather com
mon attitude in the church today, it 
shows total ignorance of the responsi
bility of a gospel preacher, and assumes 
that he is hired by the congregation to 
do its work. 

(To be continued) 

2715 N. Averiii.Ave., Flint, Mich. 48506 
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The Christian Businesswoman 
Christianity. Marketplace. Can the two 

ever meet? I started thinking about this 
question a few weeks ago when some
one asked, "What does it mean to seek 
first his kingdom and his righteous
ness. . . ?" Good question. It can't be 
answered in 25 words or less. I'd have 
to say, "it depends." 

let's suppose you're in business. You 
may own it, manage it, or be in upper
level management or sales. At any rate 
you are a businessman/woman. What 
does "seek first his kingdom" mean to 
you? 

A group of Christian businessmen were 
discussing the text "Whoever wishes to 
save his life shall lose it: but whoever 
loses his life for my sake, he is the one 
who will save it." luke 9:24. The con
versation turned to Christian living in 
business. 

One man stated his dilemma, "I 
think I can serve my neighbor in my 
church work and civic involvements. I 
do a lot of that. At work I have to be 
self centered • • . at work I have to be 
selfish. 

Another added, "Unfortunately, he's 
right. The only way to get along in busi
ness is to elbow your way along more 
aggressively than the next person. You 
have to be able to kick and push the 

DENNIS CRAWF:ORD 

other more than they kick and push 
you." 

Admittedly, these men have to invest 
most of their time and energy every day 
into activities which involve question
able practices. That's sad. But maybe our 
preaching and teaching hasn't helped. 
Come to think of it the most profound 
teaching I've heard directed to the mar
ketplace has been something like "Close 
it on Sunday and come to church!" 
Not a bad exhortation as far is it goes 
but hardly helpful to genuinely spiritual 
people strugglmg to live life as a Chris
tian. Our lack of thought in this area 
shows up when Christians practice a 
segregated Christianity and seem unable 
to put faith and life together. 

We must bring life and faith together 
to seek the kingdom first. Maybe these 
suggestions will start your. thinking. 

1. Overcome evil with good. (Romans 
12:21). Begin where you are to chip 
away at the everyday evil of the 
marketplace. There's always a 
neighbor to love and justice to 
seek. 

2. Practice the Golden Rule. (Matthew 
7:12). Treat people the vyay you 
want to be treated. It's okay to use 
money and tools but not people. 

3. Realize sacrifice may be necessary. 

Should an Elder Resign When His Wife Dies? JAMES E. HOWARD 

Over the last few years I have known 
of several instances of an elder's re
signing his role upon the death of his 
wife. Some of these men have occupied 
core positions in the leadership of their 
respective congregations and have 
served the lord with dedication for 
many years. Some have been charac
terized by a wisdom and have possessed 
a wealth of experience unequalled by 
anyone else in the congregation. The 
practical consequences of the death of 
a godly sister becomes doubly sad when 
one of the most effective of the church's 
shepherds because of a tender con
science and a particular interpretation 
of a particular scripture steps as1de. 

In the two passages which are ap
plicable (I Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1 :5-9) I 
think it is important to examine the in
tent of the apostle Paul. Is he attempt
ing to establish a code ·of legal require
ments to be scrupulously adhered to in 
a detailed manner all of the bishop's 
life? Or is the apostle stating a number 
of principles which, if taken seriously 
(individually and in the aggregate), 
would define the spiritual qualities 
needed by one whose function it is 
properly to oversee God's people? I 
think the context of these passages 
needs to be kept in mind. In the Titus 
passage particularly Paul is giving these 
mstructions as directives for the ap
pointing of elders (1 :5), not for the re
view of men who have already served 
in this office for many years. In I Timo
thy the apostle writes for those who 
"aspire" to the office (3:1), not pri-
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marily for those already holding the 
office. 

For those who attempt to use these 
scriptures as a literalistic Hfe-long yard
stick, what is to be made of I Tim 3:4 
where the bishop is to keep his children 
"submissive and respectful in every 
way." How many of us would argue 
that a 70-year-old elder is held re
sponsible before God for the submis
siveness of his 50-year-old son who left 
home thirty years ago and has been on 
his own ever since? 

What does the inspired apostle intend 
by requiring that a bishop be "the hus
band of one wife?" Isn't it faithfulness 
to the marriage covenant and submis
sion to the will of God? fn what way has 
the godly elder violated these principles 
in the death of his wife-an event over 
which he has no control? If anything 
the death of a beloved mate would en
hance, not diminish, the spiritual quali
ties in the life of true elder. 

let me close by making a suggestion 
to elderships whose ranks may have 
been diminished by the resignation of 
a conscientious and dedicated fellow
elder whose wife has died and who 
sincerely wishes to be true to God's 
word. Why not express to that man the 
church's need for his wisdom, his dedi
cation, his spiritual and leadership 
qualities? Then why not let him know 
that as an eldershipJou refuse to accept 
his resignation an make that move 
retroactive-a loving action very likely 
in the best interest of the welfare of 
the body of Christ? 
11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 

Most know that honesty does not 
always pay in terms of profit. A lie 
may dose a deal faster, make 
another $300.00, sell an otherwise 
unmarketable item, or work us out 
of an impossible or unprofitable 
situation. 

The cross symbolizes death and sacri
fice. jesus said, "A person's true life is 
not made up of things he owns, no mat
ter how rich he may be." 

What is "seeking the kingdom first"? 
We haven't covered all of it but part 
of it is being an honest, Golden Rule 
practicing, loving person in business. 

Yes, it's easier to be like Jesus in the 
church house at 11:00 on Sunday morn
ing. But there's nothing more impressive 
than integrity in the marketplace. 
1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 
72712 

Help, I Feel Guiltyl 
ANCIL JENKINS 

Guilt is a powerful, God-given tool to 
help man. However, a Christian has two 
problems with guilt. One is feeling 
guilty when he shouldn't. Equally as 
difficult is the second problem-how to 
handle guilt when we should feel guilty. 

Some Try to Transfer Guilt. This began 
with our ancestor, Adam. He attempted 
to blame his wife for his sin. In the 
thousands of years that have elapsed, 
man has not changed. It is easier to 
blame one's mate, job situation, educa
tional level or ancestry, for one's sin. 

Some Try to Escape from Guilt. A 
common attempt is to run away from 
guilt and what reminds us of our sin. 
Jonah tried this when he fled toward 
Tarshish. Most people have a "Tarshish" 
to run toward. 

Some Try to Minimize Guilt. They 
begin by saying, "Maybe we need to 
re-examine this situation." This pro
gresses to, "Maybe this isn't as bad as 
people say it is." Then one can con
clude, "I am not so bad after all." There 
are some aspects of accepted behavior 
that do change with time. However, 
God is unchangeable. There are laws of 
his that have always been the same. 

How Is Guilt to Be Handledt Guilt 
comes as a result of debt. One feels he 
has not adequately performed and 
therefore he has failed. Guilt can only 
be eliminated by a debt being paid. All 
the debt of sin has been fully paid by 
Jesus Christ. We accepted this payment 
by faith that is expressed in obedience 
and baptism. let us in this way remove 
guilt. We can be free! 

"I owed a debt I could not pay. 
He paid a debt he did not owe. 
I needed some one to wash my sins 

away. 
And now I sing a brand new song

" Amazing Grace"! 
Christ jesus paid the debt I could 

never pay." 
-Unknown 

1701 Gold Avenue S.E., Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 87106 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 6, 198! 

~. 



Embarrassing? 
• • no names please 

D. W. DRYDEN SINCLAIR 

"0 ye of little faith" is an expression used several times 
by Jesus in the New Testament. That surely must describe 
Christ's attitude toward many congregations of the church to
day. Christians must feel shame when they consider the lack 
of sacrifice, performance and accomplishment of the church 
in many places. With but few exceptions, our very small ef
fort surely declares our lack of interest in evangelism. 

We pull ourselves away from our television sets and get 
into millions of dollars worth of beautiful automobiles and 
drive to worship Sunday morning, and in the midst of every 
conceivable comfort, we go through the routine of a church 
service. Very often that is the total involvement we have in 
the work and worship of the church. 

What would we have to do to become more like the 
people Noah preached to, without success? What a terrible 
example we are setting for our youth. We choose to rate our 
costly vacations above the need to reach the lost for Christ. 
Young people saving from their allowance to give to some 
evangelistic work is almost an unheard of thing. Where do 
they see sacrifice in our lives? 

It would be a lot more honorable of us if we would just 
just admit the truth and say that so far as evangelism is con
cerned, we are not interested. Occasionally a preacher or an 
elder will plainly confess, "I'm just not interested in the Span-
ish Literature Work." · 

All that I have, all that you have, all that we all have, is not 
as much as jesus gave for us. On several occasions, Jesus 
said that we were to take up our cross daily and follow him. 

Our appeal to the churches is for assistance to produce, 
without profit to us, tracts, home bible study courses and 
books in the Spanish language. We seek nothing for self. No 
one can do it for less than we are doing it. We put ap
proximately twenty tons of literature on the Spanish speak
ing mission field every year. We have done so even though 
our total deficit burden has occasionally reached nearly 
$100,000.00. Ask the missionaries what they think about our 
materials. Ask them if the materials we send out is really a 
help to them. 

Without mentioning names or addresses, let me share a 
few frequent responses from cor1gregations of the church. 

One congregation let me have ten minutes after the 
Wednesday evening class period. I had driven nearly 300 
miles to get there, thinking I would have at least thirty 
minutes. This treatment screams out loudly what we really 
think about evangelism. We give it a minimum of time on a 
Wednesday night. 

Another congregation said I could have time Wednesday 
night, but not on Sunday. I wonder on what day they col-

lected the money from the congregation to pave the park
ing lot and carpet the auditorium? · 

Another congregation said flatly, "No!" that if they gave 
money to help me publish Spanish Literature, they would 
be surrendering their autonomous position. Of course they 
could have said, "Give us the name and addresses of some 
missionaries and a list of your materials and we will see what 
they can use and send it to them." 

When we are just not interested, we can easily think of 
excuses. Do we not know we cannot go to heaven by our
selves? So many elders and mission committee chairmen do 
not seem to have a duet We seem to have no sense of 
urgency concerning the lost. 

Perhaps the most common response is the one where we 
say, "We have no room in our budget for your work." Well 
let me tell you, when this challenge first came to us, we 
did not have extra money in our budget for Spanish Litera
ture either, yet we have sent at least sixty tons of material to 
the mission fields in the past few years. If about twenty-five 
of us could do that, why could most large congregations not 
do it? 

Missionaries tell us that hundreds of souls have been won 
to Christ through the literature we have provided and many 
of these with just a little help from the missionaries. Ron 
McClung, who has been in Costa Rica eight years, tells of a 
man who learned the truth from a home bible study course, 
and because a post office box was all the address he had, he 
stayed by it day and night until someone came for the mail. 
When they did come, he was baptized almost immediately. 

Missionaries must leave the mission field when there are 
uprisings and shootings, but literature can stay and go on 
working. There are no North American missionaries in El 
Salvador or Nicaragua now, but we are sending literature in, 
and native workers have been receiving it and converting 
the lost with it. 

As long as I am working with God, I am really not afraid 
of a deficit. I would be very uncomfortable if I could not be 
involved in winning souls. I cannot understand why more of 
my brethren are not concerned. I fear that the church, in 
many places, is failing and that many innocent people will 
be lost eternally because our chief concern relates to eating 
and drinking, buying and selling, marrying and being given in 
marriage. Where is our concern about the righteousness of 
God? What are we doing about the task Christ gave us to 
do concerning evangelism? 

You may call me a crank if you want to, but don't do it 
unless you are involved in some effort to reach the lost with 
the Gospel of Christ. 

9 f217) 



J. HARVEY DYKES 
Mr. and Mrs. j. Harvey Dykes, both 

retired facu lty members at Harding Uni
versity, died February 8 and january 20, 
respeetively, in Searcy. 

Dykes, 72, had been a preacher of 
the gospel 35 years before joining the 
Harding faculty in 1967 as an assistant 
professor of speech. From his youth he 
was an effective gospel preacher. Most 
of his work was done in Oklahoma, 
Kansas and Michigan, but he held meet
ings in 18 states. 

He served as director of the Bible 
chair at Oklahoma State for several 
years and helped start the Bible chair at 
Central State.University in Edmond. He 
taught in the Preston Road School of 
Preaching in Dallas. 

After retiring, he and his w ife moved 
to Charleston, Ark., and he preached full 
time until failing health forced them to 
return to Searcy. 

Mrs. Dykes, 71, the formed El izabeth 
Pankratz, was a reference librarian and 
assistant professor of library science at 
Harding. 

The Dykeses were married July 24, 
1931 and celebrated w ith their fam ilies 
a golden wedding anniversary last 
summer. 

They had two sons: Patrick, a busi
nessman in Lakewood, Colorado, and 
Kermit, a physics professor at the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis. 

Dykes has three surviving brothers, 
john Lee Dykes of Searcy; William Ira 
and Burrell Dykes, both of Houston , 
Texas; two sisters, Mrs. Mabel Keckley 
of Atlanta, Georgia and Mrs. Uzella 
Ilene Rice of San Diego. They had three 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held at the Col
lege Church of Christ in Searcy a~d 
burial was in White County Memonal 
Gardens. 

MINISTER 

The Church of Christ in Tempe 
(formerly Broadway) seeks a 
man of deep spiritual commit· 
ment, an excellent communica· 
tor, and effective teacher as it 
m oves into a n etv $1 .5 million 
facility tvith 850 seating capaci
ty on 11 + acres. Ten years ex· 
perience and a baccalaureate 
degree expected, a masters or 
higher degree desired. Work 
tvith 3 other full-time staff. 
Flexible compensation package 
to $36,000. Sencl resrLme to: 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2400 S. MILL 

TEMPE, ARIZONA 85282 
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Reprints of any single poge article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller tnan 1000 cop· 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $.12.00 les nc,. accepted. 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR Ttm LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERATURE DEGREE 

1\Jition Free. VA approved. AJI professors have advanced degrees in their 
specific areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

i>outbeastern jliliblical 3.1nstitute 
3545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (AUanta) Georgia 30340/ 404-458·7631/ E. Dale McDaniel. Director 
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NEW LANGUAGE PROGRAM FOR 
MISSIONARIES-"LA CASA" 

A recent survey of over 600 returned 
missionaries revealed ten (1 0) items 
causing major frustration. The top 2 
items were: (1) interpersonal relations 
w ith other missionaries, and (2) Lan
guage. 

LA CASA is designed to deal w ith 
these 2 problem areas. 

(1) Language and Culture Study. The 
emphas is w ill be on mastering a meth
od for continued language study. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

(2) Message and Evangelism. Just be
cause someone is fluent in the language 
does not guarantee that churches will 
be established. Therefore part of the 
program deals w ith how to relate the 
gospel in a cross cultura l context. 

t-•-·-g-~-·•-·u-u---- _w..n_u_.__.. __ -- -~- -~~-r--

For more information contact Joe Lee 
or Pat Hile, LA CASA, 11 9 Grove Ave
nue, San Antonio, Texas, 78210 or phone 
(512) 534-8988. 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

COLLEGE RECEIVES $1 MILLION 
ENDOWMENT GIFT 

• Two Years Training 

• Accredited Faculty 
• 185,000 volume Library 
• 1200 Periodicals 
• University Level Study A Dallas, Texas couple has pledged 

$1 million to Oklahoma Christian Col
lege, according to Dr. J. Terry Johnson, 
ace pres ident. 

• University cred it available upon completion 

• Scholarships Available 
< I ncludin~; LIEOG; 

• State Licensed 
• G I Bill Approved 

• Campus Housing Available 
• Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
The million-dollar gift from Mr. and 

Mrs. Glenn Alexander is for the OCC 
Endowment Fund and wi ll underwrite a 
Chair of Christ ian Ministeries. It is 
pledged over a five-year period. 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subiects 

J"" D. Jonu, Director 
Hording Univ•rsity, Box 939, S.orcy, AR 72143 

EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

It $hall be the sole purpose of this 
paper ro launch an intensive Bible 
study for spiritual development. We, 
as the editorial s taff, shall s trive to 
challenge and improve the exegetical 
abilities of concerned people by 
presenting articJes that cause us to 
think and sharpen our understand· 
ing of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle IS to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Chmt; the inspi· 
ration of the Holy Scriptures; l~e 
absoluteness of the saving power of 
the gospel of Chmt. 

tnG e.re-oe-te-~ ... a new monthly paper designed to edify 
teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 
Bible students. 

BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

r--------------------
I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
l·year subscription). 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Name ----------------------------

Address -------------------------
City, State, Zip ___________________ _ 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

• • 
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MISSIONS LECTURES SET IN MICHIGAN 
Hobart E. Ashby 

May 2 through May 5, 1982 is the date 
for our lectureship, in which we feature 
as speakers preachers we are helping to 
support financially. Our mission efforts 
are in the state of Michigan, with 33% 
of our weeJdy contribution budgeted for 
this work. In 1982 we will be involved 
with twelve Michigan mis~ion points. 

The preachers for the May lectures 
are: James S. Jones, Kalkaska, Michigan; 
Harold McCormick, Alpena, Michigan; 
Jim Prince, Traverse City, Michigan; 
Gene Mickey,· East jordan, Michigan; 
Bruce Mayo, Gladwin, Michigani and 
larry Bailey, Hartford, Michigan. 

Dennis Swindle is in his second year 
and I am in my eighteenth year with the 
Garden city churdi. 
29511 Bock, Garden City, Michigan 
48135 

MISSION TEAM TO START NEW 
WORK IN SALEM, OREGON 

Four students from the Preston Road 
School of Preaching and their families 
are making plans to start a work in 
Salem, Oregon in the summer of 1983. 
The team is under the over-sight of the 
elders at Richardson East Church of 
Christ in Richardson, Texas. For more in
formation call or write the Salem Mis
sion Team, c/o jerry D. Callens, 806 
Avenue F, Midlothian, Texas (Phone 214-
775-8414). 

Dalton Craves, Box 343, Trenton, Tx. 
75490. I begin work ·with the church 
in Mount Vernon, Tex. on April 4th. 
The church conducts a radio program 
and a one hour television program each 
week, and is in the process of adding 
classrooms. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins September 1982. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 - 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792·5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 
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THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
E"R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: {901) 324-8831· or {901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
K-12 

16617 Parthenia Street 
Sepulveda, California 91343 

Phone 312-892-8695 
SFVCS is in its 16th year; owns its own 
campus with buildings and six acre campus. 
It offers complete medical and dental plan 
for employees. Write or call. L D. Webb, 
Administrator 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Life Begins 
at 39 f;a10p 

PffiiJOHN SPRINGS 

CHRISTIAN CAMP 

May 19-22!) 1982 
Bill Wiley, Director, John Bannis· 
ter, Featured Speaker, Paul Epps, 
Song Leader. 

Camper & Trailer hookups avail
able. Each person will need to 
bring own linen & bath articles. 
Cost $25.00 includes 3 nights 
lodging, 8 meals, health, and 
accident insurance. Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, 
Box 420, Madill, Ok. 73446. 
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39th Annual 

erdine 
ible 
ureshi 

April 20-23 
Light, Life and Love 

The Mini stry of Jesus in the Gospel of John 

Juan Monroy · Light That Defies Darkness • Randy Mayeux· Living Water at an Ancient Well 
Frank Pack · Food That Perishes, Food That Endures • Bob Hendron · To Awaken a Sleeping Friend 

William J. Teague· That They May Be One • Jack Evans· A Basin and Towel Before Dinner 
Doug Parsons · Passover at the Praetorium • Mike Armour · The Imprint of the Nails 

p 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.................... ...... 
DORM ROOM RESERVATIONS 
Mr./Mrs./Ms. _________ _ _ ___ _ ____ _ 

City -------------- State __ Zip _ _ _ 

Names and ages of children in sleeping bags in room w ith parents. 

BRI NG YOUR OWN BEDDING. Linens available only to those flying in who 
make arrangements in advance. Dorms open at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday through 
9:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

Indicate which nights you will be staying in the dorms. (No charge) 

___ T ___ W ___ Th _ _ _ F 

• I 
I 
I 
I 
I Ll(jHT Llff A l~f Please complete this reservation form and return to Glenda Taylor, Pepperdlne University, 

· \1 LV' Church Services, Malibu, CA 90265 or call (213) 456-4270. 

·-------------· Pepperd ine University - Malibu, Californi a • Howard A. White, President • Michael C. Armour, Lectureship Director 
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RETIREMENT RECEPTION PLANNED 
FOR HULEN JACKSON 

A Retirement-Reception, honoring 
HULEN l. JACKSON, who is retiring from 
fifty years of actively preaching the gos
pel of Christ, will be held on Saturday 
afternoon, May 8th, 1982 in the Duncan
ville Church building in Duncanville, 
Texas. 

The reception will begin at 2 pm with 
a. seated program in the auditorium · 
followed by fellowship and refresh
ments. 

.t 
BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered by 

Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 
(non-profit) 

Continuous enrollment with 
two plans to choose from 

GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 
GROUP ANNUITY 

RETIREMENT PLAN 
GUARANTEED ISSUE 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Health Rates guaranteed until 
May o/1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Coverage good anywhere 

TEACHERS - ELEMENTARY 6 JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS 6 AIDS 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

WNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QOAUACATIONS 

FNTJiFUL CHRISTIAN UFE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

fio\UST LOVE WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
ACTIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST fio\Efio\BERSHIP 

Sonrise Christian School 

I 

I 

I 
'j 

ETSOPM LECTURESHIP ing his will and in overcoming the 

Th 
powers of Satan. This theme will also 

e East Tennessee School of Pr~ach- correspond to that of the World's Fair, 
ing and Missions, Knoxville, Tennessee, "Energy Turns the World." 
will present "Christ: The Effective Ener- Speakers for the lectureship will in
gy," April 7-10, 1982. lhis, the 8th an- elude E. Claude Gardner, Willard Col
nual lectureship, will emphasize how the lins, Rubel Shelly, Robert Taylor, Hugo 
Christ works with us in both accomplish- McCord, and others. 

r--~~~----1 
~ Economical. Energy EHicient ~ 

! Church Facilities ~ 

CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 i 
~ 011er 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 i 
,.....,.........,......,.....,.. ....... ..,.. ...... ~ ......... .....,.....,.. ..... ~~....,.....,.. ......... ~...,.. ..................................... ..,.. ........ ..--......,..~ 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1982 in an expanding bac
calaureate narsing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
least a master's degree in the area of medical-surgical, mental health or pediatrics. 
Other areas may be considered. Applicant should be interested in living in a small 
town only an hour's drive from downtown Uttle Rock. For further information, 
contact Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, 
AR 72143. Phone (SOl) 268-6161, Ext. 475. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

~- 1'n.ote I han a Ia~ 6et11ice, lui il e6 a Ia~ oe/i11ice ... 

Are you having problems with your exemption 
from Social Security?? Do you understand 
Form 4361 and Package 1023?? 

WE DO 
539 E. Cienega Avenue I Covina. CA 91723 :»~" , Ia J 61J ~ 

C2131331-os59 C2131331·055o ·..,.e o/.eciateje i'n v-~earneto 

Call Ted Monroe 1508 Metro Tower 
(806)744-3485 Lubbock, Tx 79401 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or conarregations seeking preachen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evang«tlism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT ROO~- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 s. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF C~ST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvin~r St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nation's capital & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:80 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA.TRA.M, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK ClTY AREA. 2.01-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUD Road 

Plea•anton, CaUforni'i1 841S68 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746 •. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CllRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby. 714-622-2588; 

------::-:P:::a;::u::;:I""'H~arpcr, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewoorl Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. 'Phone 207-
989-2589, or 868-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 220G ID. Horgan A. ve .. 
U.S. 460 Eut Oppoalte K-Jiart. Office 4'1'1-
52n. Dobby Wade, Hln. 47'6-40S8. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sferra Children's Horne is currently hiring child 
t'are staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Valley Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ROLL YWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders ·de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NV, NV 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78356. 
Phone: 612/348-8005. 

Preacher wanted who is sound In the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BWLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-5105. 
"SINGLE ACAINl THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READING 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR LIFE. SINGLES 
BEYOND COLLEGE AGE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN ALWAV5-SINGLE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 2925, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
Revelation Complete In 12 cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue album. "In the End, God" plus book on premii
Jenialism by V. E. Howard. All for $39.95, prepaid. 
Contact Glen L. Clagg at Route 7, Meadowridge 
Estates, Claremore, OK 74017 or call (918) 341-2926 

Head Cook Wanted 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Madill, OK. has 
opening for mature Christian with experience in food 
preparation for large grou:rs· Excellent pay and fringe 
benefits, room anCI boar provided, would consider 
husband/wife team. Job will run from middle of May 
till middle of August. Send letter of application includ
ing qualifications and experience to Alan Bennett, mRr. 
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, Box 420, Madill, 
Ok. 73446 or call 405-795-5015. 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquette, Ml 49855. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
Illness necessitates sale of Christian bookstore and 
school slljply combination located in Denver, Colorado. 
lntereste parties call Gaylen or Ann Ammons at AC 
303-922-1625. 

VIsiting The '82 World's Fafrl 
Stay in a Christian home. Very reasonable rates. For 
information call1-615-435-6493 or write Bud Burke, P.O. 
Box 101, Oliver Springs, Tenn. 37840. 
WANTED: Full-time freacher for a hard-working con
greRation of 190 o the Lord's people in southern 
California. This is a close knit family of Christians who 
have the reputation of being the friendliest congregation 
anywhere. There is fantastic growth potential in this 
area and our present building will seat 550. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic man experienced in all 
phases of church growth and edification. We see a great 
future for the church here in Downey and want some
one who can help plan the work and work the plans. 
If Interested In becoming part of this evangelistic effort, 
please send complete resume, references, 1 or 2 
taped sermons, and family photo to: Elders, Imperial 
Hwy. Church of Christ, 8321 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey, 
Ca. 90242. Phone: (213) 869-3610. Position open May 1, 
1982. 
MINISTER LOOKING: 48, graduate of F-HC, 28 yrs. 
experience. No extremist. Prefer IL, IN, KV or TN. 
For info and references, contact Ron Bartanen, 1206 
McClellan, Marquette, Ml 49855; (906) 226-6812. 
THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM AGE 30-50 WITH 
CHILDREN. SMALL TOWN, LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544, ROSE
BUD, TEXAS 76570. 
Preacher, with full travel funds to the U.S., from 
present location, desires to find position In Southwest 
U.S., but will consider others. Will be returning .late 
in July, 1982. If interested, contact William C. Dnver; 
P.O. Box 3003; Balboa, Panama. (Air mail only) Or 
call (overseas operator) Balboa, Panama-52-2480. 
YVIUA, ARIZ., mn W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:3·0 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Wanted: Preacher For North Central Texas congrega
tion. Application by resume. Mail to No. Union St. 
Church of Christ, PO Box 225, Whitesboro, TX. 76273. 
The Frisco TX Congregation needs an evang~list. Full 
time only. Write Jim jackson, Box 904, Fmco, TX, 
75034 or Call collect: 214-377-2813. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RB.IEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RElATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
"Wanted: small offset printing press to be used in 
publication of small tracts to be used in Spanish 
speaking countries. Call Byrl Brockman at McCamey 
Church of Christ in McCamey, TX 915/652-8567." 
"Minister needed; progressive minded! Growing con
gregation of 200 needs evangelistic energtlc preacher 
to work with us in Sullivan, IN. New building, two 
elders, adequate salary, willing workers. Call 812-
268-3589; 812-299-4830; 812-397-2531." 
Wanted: Someone to work with youth and some pul
pit ministry. Nice house and utilities furnished; salary 
negotiable. Contact: Crecent · Park Church of Christ, 
Box 289, Littlefield, TX 79339; or call 806-385-4710. 
Experienced Mmister. Harding Graduate. B.A. in Bible. 
Desiring to relocate this summer. 501-425-3512. 
Small congregation in need of a semi-retired minister 
with partial support . .Send resume to Church of Christ, 
615 "A" Street, Orland, Calif. 95963. 
CRUISE SHIP JOBS, great income potential, all occu
pations. For information call 602-947·7251 Ext. 263. 
Call Refundable. 
Simple, Sound Gospel Preacher seeks congregation 
that wants the truth only. 50 yrs. old and ready to 
work. Is. 6:8. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

USED RELIGIOUS BOOK5-Send S.A.S.E. For Jist, Bob 
jackson, Box 280, Kempner, Tx 76539. 
Small congregation in Rocky Mtns. is looking for a 
minister to work and serve full time. Interested ? 
Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 729, Estes 
Park, Co. 80517 or call Don Chaffin 303-586-5600 or 
Hulon Webb 586-6737. 

MISSIONARY NEEDED 
We would like to fully support a qualified conserva
tive preacher in the mission field of U.S. We prefer a 
man 30-45 years old with a family and several years 
preaching eXJ)erience. Contact: Elders, Elm & Hudson 
Church of Christ, Box 325, Altus, Oklahoma 73522-
0325. 
RECEIVE VISA, MASTERCARD, and others. No credit 
check, free details. Public Credit Service 602-949-0276 
Ext 275. 

College Teaching Position 
Oklahoma Christian College is seeking qualified teach· 
ers for several departments. 
Position in math/computer science. 
A newly created position in the math-computer sci
ence department. The candidate will be expected to 
teach approximately Vz time in each of the math
computer science areas. The ideal applicant would 
have an MS or PhD degree in computer science or in 
math with a substantial emphasis in computer science. 
Position in Business 
Candidate needs PhD, DBA, MBA+. Teaching duties 
include Economics and other business courses such as 
Introduction to Business and other business courses 
commensurate with education and experience. Prac· 
tical experience in business very desireable and ex
cellence as a teacher required. 
Position in Marketing 
Candidate needs PhD, DBA, MBA+, with emphasis in 
marketing. Teaching duties include all marketing 
courses and coordinating the program for marketing 
majors. Also teach other business related courses such 
as Introduction to Business and Principle of Economics 
as appropriate. Practical experience in ~usiness very 
desirable and excellence as a teacher requ1red. 
Position in English Composition and Literature 
Possible opening in composition and literature for 
Fall 1982. Rank open; PhD. preferred; training and 
experience in rhetoric and composition required; must 
be an exceptional teacher interested in teaching fresh
man English, remedial English, in addition to English 
or American Literature. 
For further information contact Bailey B. McBride, 
Academic Dean, Oklahoma Christian College, Okla
homa City, OK. 73111. 405-478-1661, ext. 440. 

l.&fVESTIGA.TEI The Firm FoundatloA 
trlea to •ereen advertbiDa-, and will not 
kDowln~ly take que.tlonable adverti•ID~. 
But It Ia the reader's reapon•lbiUty to ID• 
veatlgate. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlme. unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
All the old •aylng goes, before you IDve•t. 
IDVC8tlptel 
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND 

THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April15-18, 1982. 

THEME: "TRUTH AND ERROR IN CONFLICT" 
THURSDAY. APRIL 15TH 

1:00 p.m ............. The Umits of Fellowship .............................. Bobby Cullum 
2.00 p.m. . .......•.. "Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge" .................... Johnny Ramsey 
7:30 p.m. . .......... Critical Assumptions of the Bales Position ................. Jerry Moffitt 
8:15 p.m ............ Neo-Pentecostalism .................................... Pat McGee 

FRIDAY. APRIL 16TH 
8:30 a.m. . .•...•.•.. The Issue of the Versions ..........................•... Richard Black 
9:30 a.m. . .......... The 1,000-Year Reign .............................•. Wayne Jackson 

10:30 a.m. . ...•...... Abiding Restoration Principles ............................ Pat McGee 
1:00 p.m. • ...•...... Saving the World While Losing the Church .................. W. R. Craig 
2:00 p.m. . .......... Church Discipline .............. · ......................... Gary Ealy 
7:30 p.m. . .......... The Authority of the Bible ........................... Johnny Ramsey 
8:15p.m ...••..••... The Existence of God ...... : ........................ Wayne Jackson 

SATURDAY. APRIL 1nH 
8:30 a.m .....•.•.... Liberalism-Threat to World Evangelism .................. Ira Rice, Jr. 
9:30 a.m. . .......... Basic Arguments for the Deity of Christ .................... Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m. . .....•••.. The Authority of Elders ............................•... Frank Dunn 
1:00 p.m. . .......... "Imputed Righteousness" ............................ Gary Workman 
2:00 p.m. . .......... The Eldership--Critical Problem Today ................... William Cline 
7:30 p.m. . .....••.•. The Crossroads Philosophy .............................. Ira Rice, Jr. 
8:15 p.m. . .......... The Inspiration of the Bible ........................... Guy N. Woods 

SUNDAY. APRIL 18TH 
9:30 a.m. . .......... Proper Concern for Truth ............................... Roy Deaver 

10:30 a.m ...•...•••.. The Holy Spirit in Conversion .......................... Guy N. Woods 

-Congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m. . .......... Questions and Answers .............................. Guy N. Woods 
6:00p.m ............ Problems Relating to the Home Today .................... William Cline 
7:00 p.m. . ..••....•. Evolution-~hreat to the Faith ....................•...... Roy Deaver 

DAILY: Thrust Debate Forum ..................................... 3:00 p.m. 
Congregational Singing .............................•..... 7:00p.m. 

Accommodations in homes of members 
Vans, self·contained campers welcomed 
Exhibit space available--on prior approval 

CONTACT: Bill Jackson 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 

PLAN TO BE WITH US! 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STU·DIES 
1-year intensive Bible study 
2nd-year graduate level, optional 
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Call or Jerry Moffitt, Director 
write: Bobby Cullum, Dean 
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BATSEll BARRETT BAXTER 

BATSEll BARRETT BAXTER, beloved minister of the gospel, 
Head of the Bible Department of David lipscomb College, 
and speaker on the Herald of Truth Radio and Television 
ministry for many years is dead at the age of 65. losing an 
her2_ic ~t!:uggle against cancer, Brother Baxter went to Heaven 
rom h1s home in Nashville, Tennessee on March 31st. 

Austin, Texas, April 13, 1982 
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The Midwestern Evangelism 
Seminar 

Not since Mrs. O'Leary's cow kicked the lantern over 
and started the Chicago fire has there been anything so 
sensational on the Loop in Chicago. Almost 2,000 Chris
tians gathered there recently for the Midwestern evange
lism seminar. And never before did the great gold
gilded, crystal-chandeliered and flag-draped crystal 
ballroom of the Palmer House Hotel, where every U.S. 
president of modern times and the Heads of State of 
other lands have ben wined and dined, ring with the 
-sound of gospel songs. It was our privilege to participate 
and we are thankful for the experience. 

Roger Lamb, a graduate of Harding University and 
Campus Minister of the Heritage Chapel church in 

· Charleston, Illinois on the campus ·of Eastern Illinois Uni
versity was general Master of Ceremonies over an ex
cellent three day program which had been put together 
by a group of brethren from Chicago, De Kalb, Emporia, 
Bloomington, Muncie, Terre Haute, Anderson, Stevens 
Point, Madison, Heritage Chapel and others. It was con
ducted under the capable oversight of the elders at 
Heritage Chapel. The beautiful singing of the Chicago 
Summer Crusade Chorus under the direction of Willie 
Carter added the inimitable harmony of Negro Singers. 
They were there in great numbers-red and yellow, black 
and white. 

We spoke on the subject "A Kingdom Divided Against 
Itself Cannot Stand." We hold that to be self-evident 
truth even if jesus had not said it. History bears witness 
a hu~dred times and more to the fact that a kingdom 
divided is destined to fall. 

· Because each of us is in the kingdom we are a brother
hood. There is not a single one of us that does not need 
every.one of us. When any member of the body rises up 
against any other member of .the body he sins. Mer:n~ers 
may teach and admonish one another under B1bhcal 
injunction, but they . cannot with divine sanction, bite 
and devour one another. The Church must be rescued 
from those who would tear the body limb from limb. 
Apartness must give way to togetherness or this kingdom 
·cannot stand. 

The fleshly desire to have power and to dominate has 
destroyed unity in countless congregations. Self-~p
pointed saviors of the brotherhood set congreg~t1_on 
against congregation, race against race and Chnst1an 
against Christian. 11 lssues are the wedge, and the wedge 
will split the log if it is hammered on." 
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Thank God, a spirit of conciliation is growing. A day 
of toleration is dawning. There is not visible any spirit 
of compromise, but, rather, a spirit of forebearance. If 
brethren with new approaches have anything to offer, 
the Lord knows we need it. We are still learning. Com
mon honesty and concern would demand that we reason 
together rather than be judgmental toward any plan for 
evangelizing the world or maturing the Saints. Anything 
that promises more than the methods we are now using 
deserves consideration. It is hard to argue with results. 
The only thing that will ignore results is blind prejudice 
based on unreasonable and untrue reports and un
founded charges. 

There can be great campus ministries throughout the 
country, anci there ought to be: We need them and the 
world needs them. They need to be nourished and en
couraged, rather than crucified. We are thankful for great 
evangelistic campus ministries, which are doing such a 
fantastic job of getting the gospel to the unreached cam
pus community. Many of those who were at the Chicago 
meeting were from university and college campuses. 

Brethren, we do not need someone to save the church. 
God will take care of that. What we need is someone 
who will spread the kingdom. A divided church can never 
do it. Only when the eye is single is the whole body 
full of light. It is a delight to see the dedication and de
votion of two thousand young people who will forego 
the personal pleasures of a spring break to diligently 
study ways and means of spreading the kingdom. 

We need to keep warning brethren that a Kingdom 
divided against itself cannot stand. If the word of God 
says it, let us have the courage to stand up and say it. 
And the Word of God does say it: "A kingdom divided 
against itself cannot stand." Brethren are beginning to 
realize that unity is not an option; it is a commandment. 
If brethren would quit writing up and running down 
other 'brethren most of our problems would be solved. 
It is as easy for us to hurl God from his throne and start 
the earth to turning backward as it is for us to expect the 
kingdom to prosper so long as it is in any way divided 
against itself. 
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Is Your Soul in Jeopardy? T . PIERCE BROWN 

For almost forty years I have been at
tending lectu_re programs, workshops and 
gospel meetmgs. In a good number of 
them I hav~ hea~d and p robab ly made 
statements like th1s about the subject un
der consideration: "Our sou ls are in 
jeopardy if we do not do that." 

For example, if our subject is "Giving 
As We Have Been Prospered," we de
velop the theme around the various 
things_ the_ Bible says about it, perhaps 
throwmg m a few conclusions of our 
own, and th~n, som~where along the line 
we emphas 1~e the Importance of doing 
what the B1ble says, by saying "Our 
souls are at. stake if we do not d~ that." 
If our subject is "Necessity of Bib le 
Study," we start off with II Timothy 2:1 5 
a~d dwe_ll on private, public, organized, 
d~sorgan1zed, unorganized, or other 
~mds and then the punch l ine, "You are 
m danger of losing your soul if you fail 
to do as God _wants." If we are speaking 
of_ the nec~ss1ty of assembling with the 
samts, we JUSt naturally start with He
brews 10:25 and synthesize summarize 
and epitomize, concluding with the state
ment (usu~lly applying it to ANY assem
bly authonzed by the elders, if we have 
~lders, and by some other " official body" 
1f we do not have), "Your soul is in 
jeopardy if you are not doing that." 
. I have especially noted the tendency 
m my own remarks and others w ho are 
~eavily committed to personal evange
lism, for to us this is the very center of 
Christian ity. It is practically impossib le 
for me to conceive of a person w ho un
derstands the sl ightest thing about New 
Testament Christianity who does not see 
that there is NOTHING more basic to the 
spread_o~ it from the giving of the Great 
CommiSSIOn o_n than the sharing of th e 
Good News With others on an individual 
basis: When Jesus said, "Come ye after 
me and I wi ll MAKE· you fis he rs of men " 
~e did not suggest, "Come after ·me, a~d 
1f you go to enough workshops and read 
enoug~ books, it is possible you may be
come mterested in becoming fishers of 
men." If Jesus meant what he said it 
seems as impossible for a person to co'me 
after him and not become a fisher of 
men as it would be to fo ll ow him and 
not go to heaven when you die. 

It almost automatically follows that 
when we are trying to impress the audi
ence with the necessity of world-wide 
evangelism, or whatever kind we are 
trying to stress in that message, the bot
tom .li ~e is, "Anyone who fails to do . 
that IS m danger of losing his own soul." 

Assuming that each one of us has told 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but t.he truth, every person who has been 
bapt1zed into Christ, but w ho fails to 
study as he should, give as he should, 
attend as he shou ld, convert his neighbor 
as. ~e should, and be involved in foreign 
m1s1sons as he should is in terrib le danger 
of being lost because he has failed to do 
what God wants. 
T~e problem w ith trying to deny or 

clanfy any of that is that one is in danger 
of seeming to "water down" Christiani ty 
and teach something less than total com-

mitment. Regardless of that risk we feel 
th e necessi ty to suggest some problems 
we may be creat ing with the concept as 
we often express it. 
. I b_el ieve in total commitment. 1 cannot 
1magme Jesus saying, " If a man comes 
after me, he should deny some things 
he considers. important, and let my w ill 
be. among h~s chief goals." Furthermore, 
I fmd ve ry litt le, if any hope offered to 
a person who, knowing (or even thinking 
~e knows the w ill of God for him, de
liberately says, "I choose not to do that." 
I ~m_ even radica l enough to teach that 
th1s mcludes ~making cigarettes, drinking 
coffee, or eatmg three pieces of chicken 
when you are sure God wants you to 
eat on ly two. That is, on ANY ISSUE 
~heth~r it is actually right or wrong of 
1tself, 1f you fee l sure that it is NOT the 
will of Go_d and do it, you sin, or if you 
feel sure 11 IS the w ill of God and do 
NOT do it, you sin. 

But let us look at some specifics. Al
though I have gone ove rseas on a cam
paign for soul-winning, and urge others 
of the value of going, I am not at this 
moment actually actively planning to go 
to any specific p lace. Is my soul there
fore in jeopardy? Is yours? 

A lthough I have for many years carried 
on and encouraged others to carry on 
Bib le Correspondence Courses, both at 
home and abroad, I am not at this time 
gra?ing a single lesson of an African or 
lnd1an student (a lthough my w ife is). 
But do I get vacarious atonement through 
her eff?rts or through the many others 
I have mfluence.d to do likewise? If not, 
am I therefore m danger of being lost? 
How about you? 
Altho~gh I am now teaching regularly 

classes m how to be more effective in 
personal evangel ism, and am conduct ing 
Home Bible studies regularly, today 1 did 
not even t ry to set up a study. Rather, 1 
SJ?ent most. of the day going to the hos
~l tal , cleanmg up my room, writing ar
ticles and walking my dog. The Bible 
plainly teaches me !o ':Seek first the king
dom of God and h1s nghteousness." Did 
I t~day pu! my soul in jeopardy? The 
bas1c quest1on I am raising is this: If a 
person is totally committed to the Lord 
and his basic purpose is to do the will 
?f God, is he really putting his sou l in 
jeopardy every time he fails God in some 
respect? Am I actually in .danger of being 
lost if my contribution should have been 
$100 last week, but it was on ly $90? 
Is this the proper way to teach and 
emphasize what all true preachers of the 
gospel want to teach and emphasize? 

Do I have th e responsibility of doing 
all I can to insure that the untold millions 
of the world who are lost do not die
UNTOLD? I think so. Have I done ALL I 
CAN TO insure that? Have you? I doubt 
it. Does that mean that you and I are 
thus and th ereby lost? Who, then, can 
be saved? 

Is this not more nearly the truth of 
the matter? The soul is not so much in 
jeopardy because we have failed, but be
cause we do not really care enough 
about our fa ilu res to do anything about 

it. The disease of sin is a great danger 
and wi ll ki ll us if it is not cured . But th~ 
greater danger than having the disease is 
t~at we have been innoculated with a 
l1 ttle dose of medicine so many times 
that we have become immune! We are 
sermon-hardened! Some of us seem to 
think that if we confess to pain when 
we are stabbed by the sharp sword of 
the Spirit that is about equivalent to tak
ing up the cross and following Jesus! 

You may ask, "What di fference does it 
make? Our sou ls are in danger whether 
they are in danger because we fa il to do 
God'~ wi~l , or whether, having failed to 
do h1s wil l, we delude ourselves into a 
self-satisfied complacency until we arrive 
at the place where we do not care that 
we have not done his wi ll. We have done 
both, so what is wrong with saying 'Our 
sou l~ are thus in jeopardy'?" ' 

It 1s. my considered judgment that what 
we thmk puts our soul in jeopardy is im
portant. If I am· lost because I fa il then 
I c~n have no happiness, hope, n~r se
cunty, nor can I effectively preach the 
Goo~ News, for I really do not have any. 
But 1f I can be saved in SPITE OF THE 
FACT that I have failed, I have some good 
news! The fact that I have failed my wife 
on many occasions does not mean that 
I am not TOTALLY COMMITIED to her. 
I have lost some blessedness and reward 
of the marriage relationship each time 
I have failed, but I have not lost the 
relationship. 

How much blessedness and reward 1 
w ill lose in the day of judgment because 
I have not used my talents, opportunities 
and my whole life as effectively as I 
sh_ould have is for the Judge to deter
mme. But to teach that each failure 
causes my sou l to be lost is not quite 
adequate. 

Notice, however, that this does not 
mean our souls are NOT in danger. It 
actually means that the danger is more 
hidden, insidious and dangerous than we 
may have first thought. If I think I am 
in danger of being lost simply because 
I have fai led, I may be wrong in my 
theology, but at least I may try to dis
cover the fa ilure and correct it. But if I 
real ize that the danger is not simply be
cause I have failed, then I can more 
easily rational ize, try to excuse myself 
(my mother told me that an excuse is 
the skin of a reason, stuffed with a lie) 
and deceive myself into thinking, "I MAY 
have failed (we try to emphasize the 
"may"), BUT I really want the lost to be 
saved, or I would LI KE to give as I have 
been prospered, or I would enjoy Bible 
Study, BUT---" 

We need to realize that the "but" is 
w hat differentiates the goats from the 
sheep. The sheep follow Jesus, the goats 
"but." We drive 1000 miles on ice to hear 
a sti rring sermon about the importance 
of winn ing souls. So that proves we REAL
LY care! Then we fail to walk across the 
street to share Christ w ith our neighbor, 
BUT ---! 

Is your soul in jeopardy simply be
cause you fail, or because you nave so 
organized, systematized, ritualized, ra
tionalized, and fossilized real Christian ity 
unti l you have immun ized yourself 
against catching the real thing? 
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Are You Selling Yourself Short? 
TOM OLBRICHT 

I have a question this morning, 11Are you selling yourself 
short?" "That's impossible," you respond. "After all, Americans 
are noted for having a high opinion of themselves." 
John. the Baptist Sold Himself Short 

It may come as a surprise that john the Baptist, that firey 
and amazing wilderness preacher, sold himself short. The 
religious leaders in jerusalem heard about the stir john was 
creating. ''Then. went out to him jerusalem and all judea and 
all the region about the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins" (Matt. 3:5, 6). So the 
leaders sent priests arid Levites to find out who john was and 
what he thought he was doing. 

John was not very talkative, so they asked him a series of 
questions. "Are· you the Christ?" (Jno. 1 :20). "No" he re
sponded. "Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the 

·prophet?" And he answered, "No." Frustrated by having no 
information to take back they became more insistent. "Who 
are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What 
do you say about yourself?" John Finally replied, "I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of 
the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said" (Jno. 1 :23). 

There was more to John's answer than meets the eye. If one 
reads Isaiah 40 he learns that the preparation for the coming 
of the Lord was in the wilderness. The one who prepared the 
road over which the ancient king traveled was a slave. He 
removed the stones, filled in the ruts, and pushed aside the 
fallen trees. John announced that he was merely a servant 
getting people ready in the wilderness for the coming of God. 

When Jesus talked about john, he claimed for him more 
than that. In the words of Jesus, "if you are willing to accept it, 
he is Elijah who is to come" (Matt. 11 :14). In other words, 
though John did not know it, he was the one who fulfilled the 
prophecy of Malachi, 11Behold I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes" 
(Mal. 4:5). But Jesus said even stronger words about john. 
''Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
risen no one greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he" (Matt. 11 :11). In 
John's own view he was merely a servant, a slave. Jesus con
tended John sold himself short. He was the greatest human 
being born to that point. 

What jesus said of john is amazing. But what he said next is 
positively shocking. "He who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he." When you stop to think about it that's us. 
Astonishing! We are greater than john the Baptist. Do you 
really know who you are? Are you selling yourself short? 
Christians Who Sold Themselves Short 

How could we be greater than John the Baptist? The writer 
of Hebrews provides an insight to that question. The people 
to whom he wrote were selling themselves short. They had 
become indifferent, lackadaisical, neglectful. They were failing 
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to live up to their potential. In the ·writer's view they weren't 
fully aware of who they were. If they really understood who 
they were they would be up and at their tasks. So who did 
he think they were? 

He answers this question early in his discourse. Man was 
created just a little lower than the angels. But now that jesus 
has come God is disciplining man so that the world to come 
will be subjected to him. Now that is astounding! Listen to his 
words, Hebrews 2:5-9. 

For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to 
come, of which we are speaking. It has been testified 
somewhere, "What .is man that thou art mindful of him, 
or the son of man, that thou carest for him? Thou didst 
make him for a little while lower than the angels, thou 
hast crowned him with glory and honor, putting every
thing in subjection under his feet." Now in putting every
thing in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 
control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in sub
jection to him. But we see jesus, who for a little while 
was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the 
grace of God he might taste death for every one. 

Notice the argument: (1) Man was created just a little lower 
than angels. (2) Even so everything is subject to him. (3) Not 
everything as yet is subject to him, however (4) Jesus is chang
ing that. He has taken on human flesh. He has become a 
brother to man. He became for a time lower than the angels 
so that he could eventually elevate his brothers to a position 
higher than the angels. (5) In the age to come or in the world 
to come the rule of everything will be in the hands of men 
under the watchful care of God. The view presented sounds 
like that of Paul, I Corinthians 6:3 "Do you not know that we 
are to judge angels?" 
Do We Know Who We Arel 

So we come back to the question. Do we know who we are? 
Are we selling ourselves short? The Hebrews wrtter gives us 
the amazing news that because of what God has done in 
Christ, we are God's managers now in this age. But even more 
significantly God is preparing us for management in the world 
to come. 

Like john the Baptist we are more than we can even con
ceive. The least one in the kingdom of God is greater than 
john. We have an astounding role in these times and an even 
more prestigious one in the age to come. 

Let us leave here this morning affirmed as to our work and 
our destiny. Let us take up our tasks with vigor, and in confi
dence that they are tremendously important. Don't sell your
self short. You are going to manage the new age of God. 
(Presented in Chapel, Abilene Christian University, 
February 17, 1981.) 
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Attributes of Leadership 
One of the most important needs in 

the world and in th e Lord's Church is 
leadership. The past f ew generations 
have been bombarded w ith the idea that 
to be happy you must " do yo ur own 
thin g." C~>nsequently fewer young men 
are donnmg the mantle of leadersh ip. 
This means that few er are w illing to take 

· on the responsibilities of an elder or a 
deacon or a preacher. 

But praise be t o God for those few who 
are will ing to bear the burden of being 
a leader among God's people. 

In this article, we want to discuss the 
attributes one must possess in order t o 
be an effective leader. 

Desire: Someone has said " Desire is 
the beginning point for all ach ievement." 
Desire has changed paupers into mil
~ionaires .. It . has tra~sform ed weaklings 
mt<;> champ1ons. W 1th desire as your 
sprmg-board, you can leap a multitude 
of barriers. 

Recently there was an article in a 
popular magazine about a poor black 
man who grew up in th e midst of deep 
poverty. He overcame a poor education 
poor grades, a reading defect and a totai 
lack of finances to become a successful 
dentist. Since then he has gone back to 
college to earn a Master's degree in 
another f ield. He is also a very successful 
bu~iness m~n . The only thi ng he had 
gomg for h1m was a tremendous desire 
to succeed. 

Enthusiasm. If on e i s not enthusiastic 
about his endeavor, neither w ill anyone 
else be. But enthusiasm is li ke a highly 
contagious disease that w ill spread quick
ly throughout the popu lace. If you w ill 
be enthusiastic about the Lord's work, 
you wil l infect othe rs, who in turn w i ll 
infect others. 

Self Confidence. If you act li ke you are 
sure of yourself, people w ill fo ll ow. How 
does one develop this attribute? Prepare 
yourself for the job yo ur are undertaking. 
If . you kn-ow w hat you are doing, you 
wil l exude an air of self-confidence. Con
tinually pray for God's help. 

. Yision. In every area of our society, 
VISIOn has played a very important part. 
Th ink- of .the tremendous advancements 
that have been made in the areas of in
dustry, transportation, technology and 
modern conveniences because of vision. 

Good works for the Lord have been 
instituted by men of vision, but we have 
only touched the hem of the garment. 
A g?.od leader w ill not only cu ltivate the 
~~nbute of vision, but he wil l encourage 
rt m others. Many prospective visionaries 
have been bl inded by a poor leadership 
!~~t r~acted negatively to something 

different." 
Attitude. Why is it that only five per

cent excel in li te·. In one word it is th eir 
~~attitude." Years ago three men were 
about to attempt to climb one of the 
most difficult mountains in the world. 
One said, " I'm going to give it a try." 

_._ ....... --hAnot~er said, " I'm go ing to give it my 
est shot." The third Jl)an said, " I will 
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climb it." The thi rd one was the only o ne 
to succeed. 

One famous speaker said, "You can 
change your life by changing your at
ti tude." A person w ith a negative atti tude 
w ill never be successful. He thinks he 
cannot and therefore he does not. The 
person w ith the positive attitude thinks 
he can and therefore he does. 

Self-Improvement. One must conti nue 
to study, grow and improve. He must 
cultivate new skill s and refine the ones 
he possesses. This w ill help to stir his 
desire, fire his enthusiasm, build his self
confidence, develop his vision and im
prove his att itude. 

Planning. Vision is marvelous, but 
plann ing turns vision into reality. For 
years people dreamed of conquering 
outer space, but planning made it come 
true. Great ideas wil l falter and fail with
out the proper p lanning. 

Decisiveness. Wars have been lost due 
to a lack of decisiveness. Gather the facts, 
pray for guidance, then make your de
cision and stick with it unless someone 
can show you a good reason for altering 
it. 

Responsible. A good leader must learn 
to accept the responsibilities of his work 
and his decisions. He does not always do 
things because he l ikes them, but be
cause they need to be done. Moreove r, 
he must be wi lli ng t o bear the b lame for 
his mistakes. He can put the blame on 
others, but he wi II lose the respect of 
those w ho know better (and that w ill be 
those intimately associated with h im 
w hose support and confidence he needs). 

Self-Discipline. One cannot lead others 
un ti l he has conq uered himself. While 
others waste time, the leader must pre
pare and improve himself. O thers leave 
the difficul t things for someone else, but 
the one w ho would lead must tackle the 
difficult w ith the same enthusiasm as the 
more enjoyable tasks . 

Perseverance. Generally, is is not the 
most gifted and talented who succeed, 
but the one with the most determination. 
In sports, show business, college, and 
business we all know of peopl e who had 
all o f the capabil ities but failed. Then, 
there are scores of stories of those who 
were not extremely ta lented in thei r 
chosen field, but with hard work and 
determination reached the top. 

Integrity. Those whom you would lead 
must be able to trust you. A word spoken 
in confidence must be held in confi
dence Your motives must be pure. You 
must keep your wo rd . 

Humility. It is di fficult for the ordinary 
person to admit his mistakes, or to 
change w hen he sees the course of action 
he has chosen · is not the best. The one 
who would be an effective leader will 
make every effort to grow in this grace, 
also. 

Another form of humility is the willing
ness t o learn from your subordinates. 
Lead~rs need to realize that everyone 
workm g under h im has something unique 
t o contribute to the project. 

Patience. Th ere are times when a 
quick decision must be made, but this 
should not be the normal course of ac
t ion. Important decisions must be care
full y weighed. People who act hastily 
often regret it. 

Be longsuffering with others. Aren't 
you glad God is longsuffering? (II Peter 
3.9) 

Use Your Time Well. Time is one com
modity that cannot be hoarded. Every 
minute you waste is lost forever. An im
portant principle to follow is: " Do it 
now." 

Do not become involved in " busy 
work" Learn to restrict your time to the 
most worthy projects. 

Delegation.· Learn to delegate those 
jobs that others can do and let them do 
th em. Dwight Moody said it is far better 
to put 1,000 men to work than it is to do 
the work of 1,000 men. The person who 
fails t o delegate is so hampered by minor 
details that he cannot accomplish any 
major goals. An excellent example is 
found in Exodus 18:1-27. 

Edification of Others. Your job as a 
leader is to reproduce leaders and help 
others to improve their abilities. This is 
especially true in the Lord's work, the 
most important business in the world. 

Do More Than Is Expected of You. 
There w as a man w ho went to work for 
a construct ion company as a laborer. 
After work each day he would get one of 
the foremen to teach him some new 
thing and then he would stay after every
one else had left and work on it on h is 
own time. In five years he was the owner 
o f the company. 

Another man made it a point t o be at 
work early and t o work past the whistle 
every day. He also decided he would 
work at least as long as his boss d id each 
day. Within a few years he had by-pass.ed 
many others to become a top execut1ve 
in the company. 

love. Th~re are many passages that 
teach us we-are to grow in love for our 
fe llow-Christians. If it were not an at
tribute that .can be developed and if it 
were not nec.essary, jesus wou ld not have 
commanded it. Learn to love those whom 
you serve and w ith whom you work. 

Prayer. Do not forget we have access 
to the throne of the almighty God who 
loves us, is concerned about us, and wil l 
help us to accomplish h is goals. 

We have sought to state as briefly as 
possible the attributes one must possess 
in order to becom e an effective leader. 
Learn them. Incorporate th em into your 
personality and l ife. Follow them de
votedly and you wi ll be successful. G.od 
needs men who w ill strive to be effect1ve 
leaders in his kingdom. 
Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies 
2707 S. Lamar, Denver, Colorado 80227 
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Autonomy and "the Local Body" 
HAROLD G. HUNT 

I have long heard that 11Church, body, kingdom, ho~se, 
pride, temple, flock" were synonymous and interchangeable. 
True, they each refer to those belonging to Deity, but why 
the different thrusts? 

., have no problem with the church local or the church 
universal and Christians being the units in each concept. The 
church local has elders, and universally, Jesus said it is 11my 
church." 

However, we have ridden local autonomy to extreme dis
tances! The concept of autonomy is Biblical and has intrinsic 
safeguards for the local congregations. However, when we 
justify splits and divisions in the name of local autonomy and 
refuse to co-operate under the same banner, we get caught 
up i.r:J isolation; introverted, such congregations become so 
if!dependent that they do not grasp the concept of the uni
versal "body, kingdom, family, bride, temple, etc." 

How many times have you heard one speak of his home 
congregation as "the local body?" Paul says "there is one 
body." It wasn't confined to Jerusalem very long: Christians 
over the world became its unit members. When Paul wrote 
the church at Corinth, in the twelfth chapter he spoke of them 
as members of the body; however, he goes on to include him
self and other ''apostles, prophets, teachers, etc." But neither 
the apostles nor the body were confined to a geographic 
vicinity. True, the Corinthian congregation may function as a 
body, but the "one. body" wasn't restricted to Corinth and 
another at Ephesus, etc. We tell Catholicism that the body of 
Christ with two heads, Jesus and the pope, is grotesque. Yet, 
Jesus as "the head" with numerous bodies is equally gro
tesque. The thrust of "one body" is the universality and one
ness of the people of Christ! The body of Christ has no elders; 
it has a head: jesus! Congregational isolationism abuses the 
freedoms of legitimate autonomy and also hinders Christians 
functioning as "one body." Isolationism is nothing short of a 
restricted "party" spirit. 

Context determines how the concept "kingdom" is used, 
an interesting subject within itself. However, in reference to 
the church, the thrust of the kingdom is also universal. The 
king does .not have numerous local kingdoms with elders; the 
kingdom has a king: jesus! 

Each Christian is morally and spiritually wedded to Christ. 
Our individual union with him places us in common as his 
"bride." The bridegroom doesn't have numerous geographic 
brides. Again, the thrust is universal and the bride has no 
elders; she has a bridegroom: Jesus! 

Much the same can be said of our relationship to the Father: 
his 11house" or "family" is one, and so is his "temple." Thus, 
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our mutual identity is a concept which is universal in its 
lhrust. And likewise, neither God's family nor his temple has 
elders; the family has a Father and the temple is indwelt by 
~he true and living God! In the family, we are universally 
brothers and sisters; in the temple, we are living stones joined 
~ogether by the mortar of love. We have this common identity 
with saints anywhere on earth! 

The "flock" is a bit unique: Universally, there is "one flock, 
and one shepherd": Jesus. On the local level, elders are to 
"tend the flock of God which is among you." The 11Church" 
bespeaks our relationship to the world: we are the called out. 
"Body, kingdom, bride, flock" bespeak our relationships to 
Jesus; each concept with thrusts of its own. "House, family, 
temple" bespeak our relationships with the Father, as well as 
the distinct thrusts of each concept. Such is why the variety of 
terms exist! · 

Because we have for so long overlooked these points, we 
have not felt a common and universal identity. Abusing the 
point and purpose of congregational autonomy, we may be a 
"brotherhood" more in claim than in reality. 

If we appreciated the universal thrusts of "one body, the 
kingdom, the bride, the house/family, temple" we would act, 
-as one! We would co-operate rather than be standoffish. 

One man said of their congregational youth: "Our young 
people don't have anything to do with the young people of 
any other congregation." Not seeing beyond themselves, they 
do not grasp the concept of "there is one body." 

I know of congregations and their elders which have little 
or nothing to do with other congregations and their activities. 
Yet, these same congregations and their elders expect others 
to respond to their programs. What a· pity when· members of 
pumerous city congregations cannot be motivated to act co
operatively as one; as the family of God; as the body of Christ. 

I came into the Lord's church from the Baptist in February, 
1954. I know by experience the difference between denomina
tionalism and the church of Christ. But as the world dies, we 
refuse to co-operate as an aggressive kingdom; each congrega
tion is complacent to be but a local and independent family! 

If 4.5-billion are going to be evangelized, we are going to 
have to co-operate as "one body, the kingdom, the family of 
God." Currently, congregations lulled and dormant on the 
extremes of local autonomy are not getting the job done. The 
"local body of Christ" is too restricted a concept; the body of 
Christ is more universal than that. We are thinking too small! 

311 Dove Creek 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 
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A Preacher Survey (2) 
Continuing our sharin g of ideas from 

fellow preachers wh ich began in our first 
installment, we now give you the second 
of seven questions with subsequent 
answers. Question #2: How are local 
congregations failing to meet the "bot
tom line" of the great commission? The 
following answers came from some 300 
preachers between the ages of 22 and 85 
years. 

1) We have lost a basic involvement in 
sharin!? our faith . 2) l ocal congregations 
that fa ll to meet the " bottom l ine" prob
ably fail in as many ways as there are 
congregations. Some of them are content 
to be "family" churches, providing a 
place of worship for themselves and for 
their own w ithout really wanting the 
peace of the clan broken by outsiders 
intruding. Converts would be a problem. 
Others assume that nobody in their com
mun ity would welcome their brand of 
preaching. Many budget inadequately for 
any kind of evangelism, local o r foreign . 
I'm sure that some churches spend much 
time in trying to convert people to their 
peculiar slants and pet doctrines (hob
bies), thus turning off any potential con
verts to Jesus. 

3) We are too church bu ilding orien ted 
and have lost the family unit as a focus 
for worship and outreach, perhaps con
sidering this early first and second cen
tury arrangement as only cultural. 4) O ur 
biggest fai lure is a theological problem 
in not understanding the m essage that 
we have to share. Beyond that, I don't 
think we have very many leaders, espe
cially among those o f us in the pulpit, 
w ho are taking the lead in sharing the 
the Christian message. 

5) We teach but rarely check to see i f 
what we teach is learned. Most in a con
gregation are inactive other than detailed 
assignments. We do not know each other 
beyond name and address and an oc
casional dinner engagement together. 
The real "great commission" rarely ex
tends beyond our meeting places. 6) We 
often fail by not engaging in a united 
effort on the part of all Christians. 7) By 
flaunting a sectarian spirit and refusing 
to develop and train the saints. 

8) I believe it is ultimately because the 
membership of the church has con
formed itself to the pattern of the world 
by isolating themselves as individuals 
f rom everyone else in the world, includ
ing their own mates in marriage. With 
the human race at arm's length, there is 
no way that an individual Christian has 
even the motivation to spread the Good 
News to others. And they secretl y realize 
that t he other person's "force field" is 
p robably as impenet rab le as theirs and 
it becomes too much of an effort. If our 
brethren ever discover the ocean of lone
ly people "out there" and just how teach
able t hey are, the church of Christ is in 
for a big turnaround ! 

9) The churches of Christ, whether we 
admit it or not, have fostered a cl ergy/ 
lai ty mentality. Consequently, the ran k 
and file members set back and let ec-

ST EVEN CLA RK GOAD 

clesiastical George do it for them . He is, 
after all , paid to do his job. Until the 
lord's army mobilizes all the troops, the 
world w ill remain l ost. 

10) Too many of us are just keeping 
house and so engaged in "infight ing" 
that we have precious little t ime left for 
seed sowin g. 11 ) We are somehow over
w helmed by th e magnanimity of the task 
(4'12 bi llion souls) that we simply don' t 
do anything. Some of us have even re
fused to admit that the world is lost. 12) 
We are failing to preach and emphasize 
the gospel and that therein l ies God's 
power to save. (Romans 1 :16.) There i s 
no way we ca n rescue the perishing until 
we admit that o nce we were l ost our
selves and now rel ish in the hope of our 
own salvation. (1 John 5:13 .) 

13) We have not yet overcome the fear 
of reject ion. Jesus was rej ected but some
how we refuse to put ourselves in a 
simi lar position . We do not ask for peo
p le's time because we are afraid they wi ll 
say, "No." We do not seek out oppor
tun ities to get into a soul-saving presen
tation because we think we might make a 
mistake or botch the job. This fear spills 
over from the initial idea that we must 
personally have "charisma" in order to 
even get someone to consider the gospel. 
Personality w i ll not save the lost. Gim
micks will not save the lost. A nice church 
building will not save the lost. Only joy
ous, saved, loving, sacrificial , dedicated, 
zealous Christians w ith a message o f 
hope can save the lost! Too many of us 
preachers get ourselves between the 
message and those to whom we are de
liveri ng it. The resul t, we have people 
who are more fo llowers of the preacher 
than of the word of God. " He sure 
dresses nicely and I just li ke the way he 
can tell a story." 

14) Most of us haven't equ ipped our
selves with a believable, convincing 
presentation of the gospel of Jesus even 
if we could get someone's attention for 
a few moments. W hat good is a "cottage 
meeting" or a "B ible study" if we don' t 
know (or have) the message? 15) We fail 
to ask people to obey the gospel. No 
salesman could eat for very long if he 
didn' t ask people to commit themselves 
to the product. We must ask for commit
m ents! 

Consider the following request: " List 
definite 'don'ts' that you believe young 
preachers should be aware of." The re
sponses follow. 

1) Don't circumvent elders with w hom 
you disagree. Patiently work with th em. 
2) Don' t assume that your fresh educa
tion makes you smarter than the men 
w ho have kept the church alive for years 
before you made the scene. Don't waste 
your sermons quoting Greek and He
b rew. Most folks won't understand you 
and those who do may resent your dis
play of erudition. Don' t allo~ the prin~
ing press to steal all your time. Don t 

complain to the breth ren [even to your 
preach ing brethren] about how little you 
get pa id. If it's not enough, go teach 
schoo l or sell shoes. D on' t counsel a 
woman with.out your wife present, at 
least not until you have been counseling 
long enough to understand and experi
ence the powerful forces of transference. 
Don't waste all your preaching time on 
controversial brotherhood issues. Spend 
time teach ing folks how to face the world 
on Monday morn ing. Don' t ever ridicule 
o.r abuse people from the pulpit, espe
Cially those who have been kind enough 
to visit your services. 

3) Don' t become conceited, discour
a!?e~ o: lazy. Don't ever give up the time, 
diSCipline or courage to go into all the 
world and preach. 4) Don 't become 
stere<?typed; be yoursel f. Never quit 
studymg and learning. Don' t lose sight 
of the essential, spiritual commitment in
volved in ministry. 5) Don't run too fa r 
ahead, yet never allow anyone to hold 
you back. Don' t preach sermons so much 
as you give living gu idance. O ur "great
est" preachers are often our greatest 
failures. 

6) Don' t be too concerned about build
ing a name for yourself. One's ministry 
is judged by how many souls are saved, 
not by how many people we can impress 
w ith our credenti als. 7) Never get caught 
up in the mutual admiration society [back 
scratching society] of cliquish preaching 
brethren. Be a friend to all and an enemy 
to Satan. 8) Never fail to listen to criti
cism. Though it is difficult to take, it may 
be th e greatest factor in maturing as a 
spokesman for the l ord. Once a dear 
elder told th is preacher, "What is wrong 
with you is that you 'think' too much!" 
What he was saying was true. He was re
minding me to begin my lesson points 
with " The Bible says" o r "God instructs 
us" or " Paul w rote," instead of beginning 
thoughts with, " I th ink" or " I be lieve." 

9) D on' t waste money or time. Don' t 
rely on your own initiat ive to get things 
done, but allow it to be the work of the 
lord. 1 0) Don't present yourself, but 
Christ. Don' t argue, but pursuade. 11) 
Don't fail in setting the example in soul 
w inning. Never berate brethren for fail
ing to be involved in evangelism unless 
you are right in the middle of it yourself. 
D on't ever preach without enthusiasm. 
Don' t be too negative. 12) Don't judge 
the entire church because of a few 
brethren. 13) Don't get discouraged 
w hen you think things are not moving as 
fast as they ought. 14) See 1 Timothy 
4:1 ff. 

15) D on't preach unless you are miser
able as long as you are not preaching. 
The compulsive preacher dates back at 
least to Jeremiah, and this is the only 
k ind o f preacher that wi ll live and die 
preaching. He w.ill neve.r quit when a fe',"' 
w inds of adversity begm to blow .. Don t 
model your living or your preachmg by 
any other standard than . Jesus hims~lf. 
He is the only person in time or eternity 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The loudspeaker clicked on and the 
captain of the jetliner entoned: Now 
there is no cause for alarm, but you 
should know' that for the last three hours 
we have been flying without compass or 
radio contact. We have no radar, and we 
have lost the navigational beam. This 
means that we are, in the broad sense 
of the word, lost. We are not sure in 
which direction we are heading nor 
exactly at what altitude. I am sure you 
will be interested to know, however, that 
on the brighter side of the picture, we 
are making excellent time." 

The events of today afford good reason 
for all of us to take some bearings. We 
prepare for the future while we are in 
mid-flight toward the end of the century. 
·where are we? Are we on course? Can 
we still read and understand our charts? 
Are we listening? Are we hearing, and 
if we are hearing, are we paying attention 
to the signals we receive? What can we 
see as we scan the radar? Are we on 
the beam and can we stay on it? Are the 
great landmarks which we have followed 
for three-quarters of a century still in 
sight? Or, like the pilot, are we, in the 
broad sense lost but making excellent 
time? 

The Carnegie Commission on Higher 
Education a few years ago undertook a 
study of higher education. It published a 
number of reports. Its final report was in 
the form of recommendations which 
need implementation between now and 
the year 2000. The Commission con
cluded that higher education in t~e 
United States knew and understood 1ts 
purposes during the seventeenth century, 
those purposes were effectively revised 
and restated following the Civil War, but 
for a century since then, we have lost 
our sense of purpose. It was not just that 
loss that the Commission noted; there 
has been no basic and widespread dis
cussion of the aims of higher education. 
This means that educational institutions, 
in general, are adrift, flying high and fly
ing fast, but where? 

An institution of higher education 
should have two ultimate goals. lacking 
either one of them, the institution for-

An address made by The Honorable Jack 
Pope, Senior Justice of The Supreme Court 
of Texas at a dinner following the inaugura
tion of William J. Teague as President of 
Abilene Christian University. 
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Teaching High 
feits its reason for existence. The first is 
to provide high standards of teaching, 
teaching that challenges the mind and 
imagination. The second and, in my 
opinion the more significant goal is the 
teaching of high standards, the cultiva
tion of a basic sense of everlasting 
values. 

High Standards of Teaching 
The Carnegie Commission's charter of 

r~sponsi~ilities is !mposing. An institu
tron of hrgher learnrng should train yqung 
talent for positions of leadership in re
ligious, political and economic life. It 
should nurture new and better ideas, 
broaden the world view of citizens in an 
interacting world. It should enhijnce the 
knowledge of citizens so they can partici
pate as members of the community, state, 
and nation. It should expand commit
ments to social justice. It should enlarge 
the understanding of our fragile environ
ment and our stewardship toward this 
world that we were commanded to 
"dress and keep." It should assist stu
dents to stand as individuals against mas
sive organizations, power structures, 
technology that would dehumanize us 
and make machines out of minds and 
spirits. It should preserve our cultural 
inheritance. It should encourage ad
vanced scholarship so that ideas become 
means for society's self-renewal and ad
vancement. 

The list is frightening to the educator 
who is called upon to achieve all of those 
worthy products. But there are ways to 
do it. I would suggest that the result will 
not be achieved by teaching courses en
titled Skills, New Ideas, World View, Cul
tural Heritage, Ecology, SQcial .Justice, 
and so on. 

I do not know to whom we should 
attribute the statement, "Education is that 
which remains, if one has forgotten 
everything he learned in school." I think 
the one who made that statement was 
saying that a student can forget all of 
the cotton candy he ingested in ''survey 
courses," he may have served his time by 
satisfying the required hours for a de
gree, he may have jammed his mind 
full of data, information and encyclo
pedic facts, but he may still be un
educated. That kind of information is 
retrievable by anyone who owns an en
cyclopedia and knows the alphabet. But 
if the student comes out of his liberal 
arts studies with anything worthy of his 
efforts, he will have developed a capa
city to think, to think hard, to think 
clearly. 

JACK POPE 

Mathematics has its way of thinking. 
Science has its scientific method. His
tory has its methods and theories. 
Christianity comes to us as the history 
and promise of God's covenant with 
man from the beginning. Music, the 
arts, languages, technology are not ac
cidents. They have their thought pro
cesses. Subjects in the university cata
log are endless and are growing in 
number. But the underlying methods of 
thought are limited in number and lie 
at the root of. all subjects. 

Learning the subject matter is im
portant; but more vital is the develop
ment of the capacity and ways to think. 
One who has studied his subject, what
ever it may be, to the point that · he 
has passed that threshold when he is "at 
home" and can think in his .field of 
study, has put himself upon ·the beam 
that will lead him from field to field to 
field. The way of thinking will serve him 
in subject matter he never had time to 
study in college. The self-starting edu
cated mind learns that one does not 
have to "take a course" to master a new 
subject. 

Whether by a program of major and 
minor studies or something else, the 
educated mind should be brought, while 
in college, to at least a second threshold 
of usability in a second and differen.t way 
of thinking. He will then discover that 
all problems may not be resolved in the 
same way. In the case of natural sci
ence, experiments may be selected, but 
problems are handed over at random to 
those working with social sciences. For 
the natural scientist, success is com
mensurate with the degree of control 
exercised over the experiment; but for 
the social scientist, a control, if achieved 
at all, is an inadequate one. The natural 
scientist eliminates variables; the social 
scientist rather than eliminating them 
must consider and correlate the vari
ables. The scientist by isolating his ma
terial creates a negative or artificial en-· 
vironment; the social scientist must 
consider the total environment. Natural 
science is capable of repeatable experi
ments. The social scientist can make few 
experiments. Induction is the star in the 
scientific backfield. Often, for lack of 
anything else, the social scientist is left 
with dedication and analogy or statisti
cal probabilities. The natural scientist 
is on the outside of his experiment and 
observes the subject matter objectively. 
The social scientist is also a part of the 
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Standards 
human material w ith whi ch he works. 

We can ta lk about rigorous trai ning, 
teaching excellence, and education of 
the fi rst class, but education w ithout a 
cultivation of thought processes fails to 
reach the roots of that intellectual train
ing every graduate of a l iberal arts uni
versity should possess. Un less we culti
vate in students who put thei r trust in 
us, this capacity to think, we have lost 
our bearings. 

Teaching High Standards 
Higher education must have an even 

nobler m iss ion than the training of the 
mind. Ralph Waldo Emerson, address
ing the Phi Beta Kappa Society at Cam
bridge in 1837, to ld the scho lars: 

Character is higher than the intellect. 
Th inking is the function. Living is the 
functionary ... Thinking is the partial 
set. . 

Many of you have read Dr. Francis A. 
Schaeffer's fairly recent analysis of 
present-day public and private char
acter, written in h is book "How Shou ld 
We Then Live." The t itle is a question 
taken from a question found in the 
thirty-third chapter of Ezekiel. Our 
moral roots are historically found in the 
Bible, and Dr. Schaeffer traces them 
through the M iddle Ages, the Renais· 
sanc.e, the Reformation, the Enlighten· 
ment, down to the present society. HE: 
ascribes our loss of standards fpr purity, 
the work ethic, common honesty, our 
impoverished sense of values to two 
things. The first is the self-centered de-

. si re to be undisturbed, to be let alone, 
to be untroubled-personal peace at 
any cost. The other factor is affluence. It 
is a life of things, success j udged by ma
terial abundance, the ultra culture. You 
may have watched on television the 
Crosby Pro-Am Go lf tournament two 
weeks ago. Clint Eastwood took a shot 
off the tee. The sportscaster was inter
viewing one of Clint's friends, who said 
that Clint had bou ght Bing Crosby's 
trout farm. "Can Cli nt fish?" asked the 
sportscaster. Cl int's friend responded, 
"Can he fish! This guy can do anything. 
If you don't believe it, look at his bank 
account." The bank account is the thing, 
not on ly the measure of success, but 
also of capabi lity. If you have enough 
mo!leY,. you can do anything. 

I agree with Dr. Schaeffe r's appra isal 
that our private and public values are 
decaying . in a cul ture consumed by 
waste, dishonesty, selfishness, bigotry, 
greed,- sensuality, and corruption, pri -

vate, public and corporate. We have 
seen basic standards, the absolute values 
which have brought us to where we are, 
pu lled up by their roots right before our 
eyes. Hedonism is in the ascendancy. 

Max Lerner, wri t ing twenty years 
earlier than Schaeffer, also sought rea
sons for our change from the Golden 
Age of values to our new Babyloniaism. 
The revolution in va lues, he wrote, 
caught its momentum from the f ree and 
robust spirit of World War I. The "flap
per and f lask" generation, they called 
themselves the lost generation" pro
duced my generation, and we called 
ourse lves the "beat generation." My 
generat ion p roduced in turn, those 
who rebelled against what they called 
the hypocrisy of the establishment. They 
called themselves the " now genera
tion." Whi le busily w iping out hypoc
risy, the " now" generation opened a 
new era for drugs, pornography, ob
scenities in the performing arts, an 
aristocracy of padded expense accounts, 
vandal ism, terrorism, and student ath
letes w ho shave points in basketball 
games. 

My friend Dr. George Beto, a former 
director of the Texas Department of 
Correctio ns, a dist inguished educator 
and Lutheran minister, and presently a 
professor of criminal justice at Sam 
Houston State University, appeared this 
week before an interim legislative com
mittee studying recommendations for 
the ongoing war against crime. This 
well-motivated scholar disclosed the 
mora l vacuum of our times. Dr. Beto 
said, " I don't think we rea lly want good 
law enforcement." He said that crime 
can be controlled, but only when fam i ly 
so lidarity is strong and there is a strong 
religious ideology that controls the be
havior of people. He said that those two 
conditions do not exist either in Texas 
o r the Un ited States. I agree w ith him 
that the proliferation of laws or of our 
legal apparatus will not provide the es
sent ial restraints upon unguided and un
trained appetites and pass ions. Our 
hopes instead must rest upon principles 
that we find in recorded religious his
tory. 

In the book, "Green Pastu res," the 
author had God saying in one place, 
"Everything nai led down is coming 
loose." Chief Justice Rose Elizabeth 
Bird of Cal ifornia exp ressed the same 
view in an address to the Judicial Ad-

m i,1istration Section of the American 
Bar Association. She said, "We are 
losing our sense of h istory and a 
measure of our humanity as well." And 
I would add that we have paid too 
dearly for a co tton candy culture. 

Many thoughtful observers have 
hoped that out of the b lows, the 
thrusts, the attacks upon historical stan
dards, somehow w e would once <1gain 
land on our feet, that we are in the 
throes of a new Renaissance that would 
strain out the bad and leave a richer 
new cultural residue, that the pendulum 
would swing back to high standards. I 
am not so sure that w e can be so opti
mistic. Even while the post World War 
I new freedoms of the " lost genera
tion" were f louting o ld standards; those 
standards were then sti ll well known. It 
was well known that they were rooted 
in the absolutes of our rel igious heri
tage. Dr. Schaeffer expresses the rather 
frighten ing idea that there is now a 
generation who does no more than 
have a memory, a recollect ion, that at 
one time those standards once existed. 

I have referred to the Carnegi Com
mission on Higher Education. In its final 
report, there is one section that singles 
out private liberal arts colleges. Its con
conclusion was that private liberal arts 
colleges "are particularly to be pre
served." It stated that they afford 
chances for greater diversity of ap
proach, they are models of attention to 
individual students, they are more in
novative, and have better standards for 
institutional independence. 

The report said even more than that. 
It stated that such institutions must be 
preserved as " national assets." Indeed 
these are national treasures. And the 
most precious of them are those that 
are committed to Christian education. 
It is they w ho will, who must, nurture 
and sustain Christian values. It is they 
who must confront in the classroom, on 
the campus, and our whole society, the 
blandishments of humanism, material
ism, relativism, mechanism, nihilism, 
and positivism. It is they who still sup
ply the standards for our educational 
compass. It is they who keep a grip on 
those values to which we must hold. 
lr we should lose them, we would in
deed be adrift. Then we willl have lost 
the navigational beam which justifies 
our very existence as Christian institu
t ions. 



CHURCHES SHOULD STUDY 
EFFECT OF NEW TAX LAW 

tnance of re ligious functions only, and 
which makes arrangements for the 
property to go to some other charitable 
or religious organization, in case of diso
lution is required. A standard form is 
avai lable in most cases. This i's especially 
important in the case of congregations 
that cease to meet in the future. Every 
congregation shou ld be incorporated, 
and to maintain this tax exempt stat us 
the form should be filed. Check with 
your county authorities. 

Before May 1, 1982, according to the 
new tax law, all churches should make 
application to the central appraisal dis
trict in the county in wh ich the church 
property is located. In some counties 
this wi ll not be difficult, and might not 
even be enforced, in others it wil l. A 
copy of the charter, bylaws or some 
such document that pledges the or
ganization's assets toward th e perfor-

Harding Graduate Sch.ool 
of Religion 

Summer 
Classes 

First Session - May 24 - June 11 
History of the English Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Lewis 
History of Christian Thought. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Douglas Brown 
Introduction to Graduate Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie May Lewis 
Seminar in Ministry (May 24-28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mac Lynn 

Second Session - June 14 -July 2 
An Advanced Introduction to the Old Testament. .......... Jack Lewis 
Readings in the Greek New Testament. ......... . ..... Carroll Osburn 
Providence and Suffering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Douglas Brown 
Introduction to Graduate Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie May Lewis 

Third Session - July 5-23 
Survey of the New Testament ................. . ...... Richard Oster 
Group Counseling .......... .. .................... . .. Joel Johnson 
Communication Strategies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philip Slate 
Church Growth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mac Lynn 

Fourth Session - July 26 - August 13 
The New Testament World ....... .. .. . ......... . . · 
Marital Therapy . . ..... ... ..... ·.· ........... . 
World Evangelism ...... . .......... . .. . - __..,.._ 

Richard Oster 
Joel Johnson 
Philip Slate 

You may attend Summer School by: 
1. Moving to the Memphis area, or 
2. Coming to Memphis for three-week periods of time. 

Ministers often do this and commute back home on week-ends to 
preach. 

For further information, contact Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean, or Dr. Bill Aatt, 
Registrar, 1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117, phone 901-761-1353. 

Harding Graduate School University admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic 
origin. Also, in compliance with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Harding University does not discriminate on the basis of 
sex or handicap in its educa tional program. activities, or employment except where necessi
tated by specific religious tenets held by the institution and its controlling body . 
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BUILDING? 
... Need Funds? 

JOIN HANDS WITH 
AN EXPERIENCED 

TEAM! 
. 23 Years Serving 

Churches of Christ 

. Funding Over 
$250,000,000 

. 21 Full-Time Staff 
Members Directing 
Fina.ncial Services 

"PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
TO WORK FOR YOU !" 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806) 352-5603 
We're planning to build and need funds. Please send 
FREE information on financing and "Why now is 
the time to Build!" -

Neme 

Addren 

City Slole Zip 

Individual's function in congregation 

Name of congregalion 

Telephone ------------

(Clip and Mall - U.S.A. only) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 13, 19S7. 



A PREACHER SURVEY #2 
(Continued from page 7) 

that you can imitate and become more 
like your real self as "you become more 
li ke hi m. 

16) Don' t let the chu rch be your only 
option for fin ancial support. Learn a mar
ketable t rade or skill early in your adult
hood that you can readi ly step into. If 
the church knows yo u have this, they can 
never put you over a financial barrel. 
Further, you may find yourse lf needing to 
preach in a place where the breth ren for 

good financial reasons cannot afford to 
support you and your fam ily fully. 

17) Don't expect God's people to a l
ways love and affirm you. Satan is a live 
and well and working on the Lord's peo
ple and he w ill cause you problems 
through those from whom you least ex
pect them. Don't ever forget how ig
norant and pitiful you are in God's sight 
and also in the sight of some other men. 
Don't neglect study. 

More next week 
2715 N. Averi ll Ave., Flint, Mich. 48506 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - J immy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) ()26-7715 

.So You Want 
To Preach? 
The complex condition of our world 
demands that preachers of the gospel have 
thorough preparation in order to teach ef
fectively. T he world needs a host of 
preachers qualified and trained to assume 
these roles to bring lost souls to the 
Savior. 

Harding's Christian Communications 
Program is a two-year preacher training 
school designed for men at least 21 years 
old who can benefit from this complete, 
quality proved program. Recent gradu

~--.......... 
Bobby Parks 

ates are serving as youth ministers, personal evangelism direc
tors, prison evangelists, campaign team workers and mis
sionaries as well as pulpit evangelists. 

Wri te today for more information for the Fall registration. 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 
Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 

For information about the program, write Harding University, Station A, 

Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 or call (501) 26S.6161, ext. 290. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Lear':~ to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualofy to be a f ull·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or P!ORSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
f!Jr detaols to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Chu rch of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis Tn 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324: 
0120. NO TUITION. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
K-12 

16617 Parthenia Street 
Sepulveda, California 91343 

Phone 312-892-8695 
SFVCS is in its 16th year; owns its own 
campus with buildings and six acre campus. 
It offers complete medical and dental plan 
for employees. Write or call. l. D. Webb, 
Administrator 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Life Begins 
at 39 Ca1np 

PffiiJOHN SPRINGS 

CHRISTIAN CAMP 

May 19-22~ 1982 
Bill Wiley, Director, John Bannis· 
ter , Featured Speaker, Paul Epps, 
Song Leader. 

Cam per & Trailer hookups avai\· 
able. Each person will need to 
bring own line n & bath articles. 
Cost $25.00 incl udes 3 nights 
lodging, 8 mea ls, health, and 
accident insurance. Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, Rt. 1, 
Box 420, Madill , Ok. 73446. 

11 [235] 



George Tipps, 301 High Woods, Fort 
Worth, Texas 7611 2: During the past 
two weeks in Meadowbrook in Fort 
Worth, five have been baptized, two 

have been restored (one of whom had 
been out of duty for 30 years), and four 
have placed membersh ip. LET YOUR LIGHT 

SO SHINE 

MINISTER 

The Church of Christ in Tempe 
(formerly Broadway) seeks a 
man of deep spiritual commit
m ent, an excellent communica
tor, and effective teacher as it 
moves into a new $1.5 million 
facility with 850 seating capaci
ty on 11 + acres. Ten years ex
perience and a baccalaureate 
d egree expected, a masters or 
higher degree desired. Jfl ork 
with 3 other full-tim e staff. 
Flexible compensation package 
to $36,000. Send resume to: 

SEARCH COMM:ITTEE 

TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2400 S. MILL 

TEMPE, ARIZONA 85282 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 

July 5, 1982 
Send for Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 

OF RELIG ION 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memph~. Tenn. 38117 
Phone: 901·683-1 678 

901-761·1350 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, reti rement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Brown Trail Sr:hool of Prear:hinq 
WENDELL W INKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator· 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tu ition 
Approved for VA 13enefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Train ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

A PPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: TRAVEL WITH RALPH AND MARGARET CASEY AND OTHER CHRISTIANS! : • • • , .., July 7-17, 1982-Sth Annual "Enchanted Isles of Hawaii" Tour • . - . : i August 9-19, 1982-1st Annual "Alaska Tour and Cruise" : 
• • : .. _ li{ For Free Brochures and Information, call " Collect" (404) 449-1202 soUTc : 

························································································~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 
: . Sunday through Wednesday Congregational 

• • • • • • • 

"'SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
( 617 conduct ed in thirty states from coast to coast-12,000 participating song directors.) 
Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthetically and Spiritually 

• 
···~····················································································· 

Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross. Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 su UTC 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/ 535-1801 

FIRM FOUNDAT:ON- APRIL i3, 1962 



~ ·-- THE 
-RESTORATION SPIRIT 

YESTERDAY'S PLEA, 

TODAY'S NEED 

1832- 1982 

In this the 150th year since the Landmark 

Union of the Restoration Movement comes the 

call to all those of the Restoration Heritage to 

re~examine our present positions in light of our 

historical past and our stated quest to restore 

undenominational Christianity. 

A ONE DAY SEMINAR 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1982 

East-West Hilltop Ballroom 
The University of Akron 
302 E . Buchtel Avenue 

Akron, Ohio 

Sponsored by: 

TH~ CHURCH OF CHRIST 
837 Chestnut Blvd. 

Cltyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 

SEMINAR SPEAKERS 

Reuel Lemmons 

Lemmons is Editor of Finn Foundation, a 
major periodical of the non-instrumental fel
lowship. He has authored two hooks, Ahun
dnnt Living and The King And His Kingdom. 
He is in constant demand as a speaker and his 
speaking has taken him coast to coast and into 
50 foreign countries. He is listed in Who's Who 
in Religion; Who's Who in America; Who's 
Who in The Southwest; Personalities of the 
South, and the Dictionary of International Bi
ography. 

Or. Robert Fife 

Dr. Fife serves as Executive Director of 
Westwood Christian Foundation in Los An~eles, 
California. His Ph.D. di~sertation at Indiana 
University was entitled, "Alexander Campbell 
and TI1e Christian Church in The Slaverv Con
troversy." H e has authored three hooks: Christ 
Our Hope, Teeth On Edge, Under The Chapel 
Spire. He has co-authored several other books 
and has written numerous artic1es and mono
graphs dealing with the Restoration Movement 
and Christian Unity. Dr. Fife is a member 
of the American Historical Society; Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society; Theta Phi; Phi Alpha 
Theta and Phi Kappa Phi. 

THE RESTORATION SPIRIT 

YESTERDAY'S PLEA, TODAY'S NEED 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1982 

East-West Hilltop, Ballroom 

The University of Akron 

302 E. Buchtel Avenue 

Akron, Ohio 

PROGRAM 

8:30 - 9:45 - Registration, coffee & donuts 

9:45 - 10:00 - Welcome 

10:00 - 10:45 - LEMMONS - "The Church 
That Christ Built" 

10:45 - 11:00 - Break 

11:00 - 11:45 - FIFE - ~The Restoration Spirit 

- Yesterday's Plea" 

11:45 - 1:00 - Lunch 

1:00 - 1:45 - LEMMONS - "The Restoration 
Movement & Undenominational 
Christianity" 

1.:45 - 2:30 - FIFE - "Barriers to The Restor
ation Spirit" 

2:30 - 3:00 - Coffee Break 

3:00 - 3:45 - LEMMONS - "The Continuing 
Restoration" 

3:45 - 4:30 - Written Questions and Answers 

4:30 - 4:45 - Summary 



FLORIDA COLLEGE NAMES PRESIDENT 
S. 0. Ward, Chairman of the Board of 

Directors, announced January 29 that 
Bob F. Owen had been selected by the 
Board to become the College's third 
President. Mr. Owen will assume his 
duties following the retirement of James 
R. Cope, July 1 this year. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

P eople 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benetim 

r-._.._..._..... _ _... __ ._ ........ ___ , 
, PEWS ... New and Used ~ 
( Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing. ~ 
l Write or call for free estimate. [ 

contact 

l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 400 ] 

The DirectOl'-8728 84t11 Street 
I.Jubboclc, TX 79410 

1-806-7()2..5191 
I Waco, 1X 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 

............ ----~--------~ 

Faculty Position Available 
Faculty position: Social Work 

Rank: Assistant, Associate or Full Professor, tenure track. 

Duties: Teaching undergraduate social work courses in human behavior, social 
work practice and/or social policy. 

Qualifications : MSW with a minimum of three years of full-time post·MSW 
practice experience. PhD preferred or goal of working toward PhD. 

Contact: If you are interested/qualified for the above position, contact: 

Dr. Rollo Tinkler, 01airman 
Dept. of Social Work/Sociology 
ACU Station , Box 7494 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Abilene Christian University 

,; 
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ACU is an equal opportunity employer. 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY is committed to 
the belief that truth. having nothing to fear 

from examination. should be pursued 
relentlessly: that religious commitment. 

whic h is no excuse for mediocrity. demands 
the highest standards of academic 

excellence: and that knowledge makes a 
claim. calling for a life of service. 

Write for: An Incroduclton lo Seaver College 
which describes the academically selective 

undergraduate college of Pepperdlne 
Un iversity. Seaver College has a limited 

enrollment of 2200 students with 36 majors 
In Business Administration. 

Communications. Humanities/Fine Arts, 
Natural Science. Religion 

and Social Science. 

Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 
Howard A. White. President 

Stop Nine Church of Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college graduates. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed lor the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will be spent working in 
tho ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT-Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, Ohio 43723 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by 
Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 

(non-profit) 
Continuous enrollment with 

two plans to choose from 
GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 

GROUP ANNUITY 
RETIREMENT PLAN 

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Healtb .. RJtes g11ara;Jtecd until 
May of 1982 with tJo inuease 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALAOO, TEXAS 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in trai11it1g for full time 

work covered at same rate as 
resident Americam 

Coverage good anywhere 

TEACHERS - ELEMENTARY & JH 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS & AIDS I . DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

LUNCH ROOM SUPERVISOR 

QUAUFlCATIONS 

FIIITHFUL CHRtSTlAN l!f£ 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

MUST LOVE WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
IICTtVE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEMBERSHIP 

Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. C•enega Avenue 1 Covina. Cll 91 723 

(2131 33 Hl559 (2131 331 ·0550 

I .. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- APRIL 13, 1932 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $ 1.50 per line. Des igned esp ecia lly to accommodate congre~:ntions 

advertising mcctint: p lncca, preachers se~king work or congregations seeking prcnchcra. Also o ther 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CH UR CH OF CH RIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBU CA L ST UDI ES 

Prea.ching-.Pcrsonnl Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved ! or Veteran's trainin~:'' 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lama r , Den ver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - IOLLEEN, 'I'EXAS 

Southside C h urch o! Christ 1505 S. T rlm 
mler Rd. Rob ert L. Gregg, Minis ter. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 1 0:30 A .M . & 6 :00 
P.M .. Wed . 7 :00 P.M. 

D E NVE R , C OLORADO 8 02.28 
L AKEWO OD C H U RCH OF C HRIST 

455 S o. Youngtield Ct. 
T e l e.: 988-1 024 

See Yellow Pages F o r Ser vice T i m es 
Translation for Deaf. T erry Cnrtwris:ht, minister 
ARLIN GTON, VA., 20 N . Irvin!:' St., corner of 
I rving & Ar lington Dlvtl. (Rt. 50). Conven ient to 
nation's capital & historic N . Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10: 30 A.l\1., 6:00 P.l\1.; Bible Study 9 : 30 
A.M. Sun ., 7: 30 P .M. Wed. Fo1· transportation
directions ph, 528-0535. Worship with us·-Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CHA T H _-\..nl, N . J., Fairmo unt and S o u thern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2 01-635-68 10 or 
201-635-2688. 
.U.ASKA. ANCHORA G E C HURCH O F 
CHRIST, 27 00 De Barr R d . W ill c o ntact 
re latives or f riends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph , Box 314, Anchorage, A laska 995t0. 
Phone 2i2-7584 or 344-57 19. 

DAY A R E A SCIIOOL OF PREAC HIN G 
11300 Dub Un Road 

Pleas anton, Cnllfo rnln 94566 
J ames W . Fert::u son, Sr., Di r ector 

NOW WORSffiP ON I SLAND OF Y..AUAI, 
HAWAU. Pb. (808) 822- 1960 or Claren ce May, 
Churr.h of Christ , 4647 Hau aala Rd., Kapaa, H awaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT T H E 82 W ORLDS FAIR! 
Slay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rtl. , Knox,·ille, Tenn . 

37922. -~=--;-;:=o;;;;::";"";;<:""-,;..,...-;:;:;:;n;:;;.----
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORN IA 

CENTRAL CH URCH OF CHRIST 
12 th and H oover Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10: 00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 
6:00 P .M. 

Minis te rs: Lewis F risby, 714-622-2586; 
Paul H arper, 4 73-8228. 

-----;;;Mi'<E;;;Ti;R;;Oi;-_-;:;DENVER AREA 
Ens:lewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Lo!;'an 303-789-4749 

?.be Ba rtee. Evans:relist 
BREWER, ?tlAINE-241 Center' S t. , V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes , 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. VisitoTs Welcome. W r ite about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AR E A. 
f:V ANSVII,L E, I N D .. !!!!Or. E . Jllor~:nn Ave~ 
U.S. 460 En~t· Oppo ,.lt e I(-JIInrt. Otrl .,., 477-
:0271 . Dobby ' Vacle, Jilin. 476-405 6. 
Rristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church ol Christ just oH 

. 1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALI FORNIA. 
Sierra Chilclron' s H ome is currently h irins: child 
oare staff. !Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fit.• . If interested. oontact Steve Bers:rman. Execu
tive Dirertor. ·at P .0 . Box 597. Vacaville. CA 95688. 
nr on II 707/44~-~557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOO;.::K=s-=B"'o""u=G""H"'T=-.-=w=-a-y_n_e -:::-S:-te-p-;-h-en-s, 
P .O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SU N CITY, CALIFORNIA-,rn lJ ry C hurelc o f 
Chris t _ C ome visit us. P h one 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWO OD 
600 N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los Ans:eles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worsh ip 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blai r and Dale Lins:e 
Tel. 1213) 463-6352 

M I NISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
Preach 75% ol time to military community. Full time 
suppart available by congregat ion. Posit ion available 
November 1982. Previous experience u nder elders de· 
sired but no t mandatory. Contact: Charles 0 . Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church ol Christ, Ches 
..Yooten, Ministe r. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 62S-2700 lor 
Innes and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SAL ARY NEGOTfADLE. PLEASE ~ENn 
RESUME AND P ICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CPHRIST. BOX 444. FAL FURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 

hone: 51 2/3~R-3005. 

Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctrine for a 
small congregation in central California fa rming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance. and 
salary. Respond to : Ralph Thomas, 1424 Hellner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209·992-2863 or: Ken ny 
Weatherford , Pho ne: 209·992-3200. 
Seeking small congregation without regular minis ter 
wi th desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-hall minister 's sup port. We can fu r
n ish minister, plus one-hall his support. II interested 
and within SOO miles or St. louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north ol area, please write 
Church ol Christ, Post Ollice Box 1320S, St. louis, 
MO. 631S7. 
ATT'N. M IL ITARY UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA . 3630 N . "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed . 7:00 
P .M . Call 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WE REUIND CHERISHED BI ULES-write fo r free 
leather samples n nd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. T exas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pleiller, S03 N. Ma in, 
Park Rapids, MN S6470-218-732-S1 OS. 
;,S lNG LE A GAl N l THE FACT T;.;H.;.A;:;T:=:-;,Y:;;O:_;.U7"":'A-::R"'E""R::-:E:-:A-;:D::-:17N::::G 
THI S CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR LIFE. SINGLES 
BEYO ND COLLEGE AGE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN AlWAYS-S INt.; U AGAIN), 
P .0. BOX 292S, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TEll 
YOUR FRIEN DS. WE CARE." 
URGENT: Assistance n eeded lor work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsu la. Write: Church ol Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquelle, Ml 498SS. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/ 226-2310. 
Illness necessitates sale of Christian bookstore and 
school supply combination located in Denver, Colorado. 
Interested parties call Caylen or Ann Ammons at AC 
303-922-162S. 
WANTED: Full-time preacher lor a hard·working con
gregation or 190 or the lord's people in southern 
California. This is a close knit family ol Christians who 
have the reputation or being the friendliest congregation 
anywhere. The re is fantastic growth potential in this 
area and our present building will seat SSO. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic man experienced in all 
phases of church growth and edification. We see a great 
future for the church here in Downey and want some
one who can help plan the work and work the plans. 
If interested in becoming part ol this evangelistic ellort, 
please send complete resume, references, 1 or 2 
taped sermons, and famil y photo to: Elders, Imperial 
Hwy. Church ol Ch rist, 8321 E. Imperia l Hwy., Downey, 
Ca. 90242. Phone: (213) 869·3610. Position open May 1, 
1982. 
THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM AGE 30·SO WITH 
CH ILDREN. SMAll TOWN. LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544. ROSE
BUD. TEXAS 76S70. 
Preacher, with lull travel funds 10 the U.S., lrom 
present locat ion. desires to find position in So_uthwest 
U.S., but will cons ider o thers. Will be retu rmng late 
in July 1982. II interested, contact Wi lliam C. Driver; 
P.O. Box 3003; Balboa, Panama. (Air mail only) Or 
call (overseas operator) Balboa, Panama-S2-2480. 
YUnt A , A RIZ., 6 51 ,V, :!8 th S t . S u n d ay 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344-375 0 
Wanted : Preacher For North Central Texas congrega· 
lion. · Application by resume. Mail to No. Union St. 
Church ol Christ, PO Box 225, Whitesboro, TX. 76273. 
The Frisco TX Congregation needs an evanR~Iist. Full 
t ime only. Write Jim Jackson, Box 904, Frosco, TX, 
7S034 or Call collect: 214-377-2813. 
CARl NG . . . co'M.~PA7's="s"'• o:;:.;.N,.:A:;T:,;.E~c'='o=N:-::c!';:E~R::-:N,.-;:-Fo=R-:;:T;-;cH E 
SI CK encourages Christians in their quest to be like 
Jesus, particularly in ministering to the sick. For a lree 
copy or this excellent resource book, wnte Canng-FF, 
Box 131 S, Abilene, Texas 79604. 
WE ARE lOOK I NC~:;,:FO;,.;,;R:::..:;:A.:.:.,S"'P.,.EC"'I"'A..,.l--;-M7A"'N:c:-71o::-:r:--:o=ur 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's want to serve the l ord. This is a unique "on the 
job': tra ining program lor potential full -ti~e workers. 
Work wi th youth experience helpful. lnquore: Elders, 
Fritch Church ol Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(806) 857-3S61. 

\Vnshln~on, D.C. area-20 minu t es !rom 
our nation's cap i t al, Chur ch o ! Chris t . 111 
East Braddoclc R d.. Alexandr ia, Vlrg lnln 
223 01, p h o ne ( 7 03 ) 836 -3 083 o r 9 71-4147, 
Mark N . H ic k s , E vangelis t . 
Let us print the next membership d irectory of .the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy servoce, 
reasonable price. Send for informn~ion and ~ree 
sample directory. Spangler Church Dorector~· Pnnt.
ins:r Service. P.O. Box 1710. Auburn, CA 95603 or 
on ll (916) 885-5776. 
RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sednnn. nntl serve t~e 
Lord in a growinf!' church. Inform3tlon pnck av;\11-
nble: Church' of Christ, P . 0. Box 3083, Sedonu, 
Ariz. 86340. 

"M inisler needed; progressive minded! Growing con· 
cregation ol 200 needs evangelistic energtic preacher 
to work with us in Sullivan, IN. New build inf, two 
e lders, adequate salary, wil ling workers. Cal 812-
266-3S69; 812-299-4830; 812-397-2S31." 
Wanted: Someone to work wi th youth and some pul
pit ministry. Nice house and utilities furnished; salary 
negotiable. Contact: Crecent Park Church ol Christ, 
Box 289, littlefield, TX 79339; or call 806-lBS-4710. 
Experien ced Moniste r. Harding Graduate. B.A. in Bible. 
Desir ing to relocate this summer. S01-42S-3512. 
Small congregation in need of a semi·retired minister 
with p art ial support. Send resume to Church ol Christ, 
61S "A" Street, O rland, Calil. 9S963. 
CRUISE SHIP JO BS, great income potentia l, all occu
pa tions. For information call 602-947-7251 Ext. 263. 
Call Refun dable. 
Simple, Sound Cospel Preacher seeks congregation 
that wants the truth only. SO yrs. old and ready to 
work. Is. 6:8. 
We are in need ol a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Popu lation approximately B,SOO. Warm climate. Con· 
gregation size about 12S. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Wri te or call: 

Church ol Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78S80 
S12-689-280S o r 
S12-689·2484. 

USED RELIGIOUS BOOKS-Send S.A.S.E. For list, Bob 
Jackson, Box 280, Kempner, Tx 76539. 

MISSIONARY NEEDED 
We would like to fully support a qualified conserva
t ive preacher in the mission field ol U.S. We prefer a 
man 30·4S years old with a family and several years 
preach in~t exoerience. Cnntar.t: Finer<, Elm & Hudson 
Church of Christ, Box 32S, Altus, Oklahoma 73S22-
032S. 
RECEIVE VISA, MASTERCARD, and others. No credit 
check, lree detai ls. Public Credit Service 602-949-0276 
Ext 27S. 
.,Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance ol 47S. Qualifications: At 
least b achelor d egree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references. transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church ol Christ, 1SSS University Ave., 
las Cruces, NM B8001." 
BEG, BO RROW, O R BUY: I need old songbooks. 
Paperbacks or hardbacks. Any condition, publisher, o r 
date. History is important. I would also like to cor
respond with writers who want • to publish. Stephen 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word in the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation sell
suflicient. Send resume and names or three references 
to Church ol Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvan ia 16701. Attention : William Nichols. 
Full time minister needed lor preaching and personal 
work. Small congregation. Home furn ished. Send 
resume Church of Christ, 244S Via Acosta, Monte
bello, CA 90640. 

I NVESTI GATE! T h e Firm Found n tlon 
t r i es t o s cr een nd..-ert110ln~:, nnd w ill n ot 
knowln~;ly t n k e q u e &tlonnble nd, ·ertblnJ:, 
Dut It Is the ren d er's r e llpo nslblllt,.. to ln
Ve8tlg"nte . Like n n y other pape r , we aonte
tlmes unwlttlns:ly run 11n unworthy ad. 
AB the old 11aylng s:o ea, before yon lnv ut, 
lnve,.tiJ:ntel 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Resi d e nts 1-800-252-9103 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

lARGE SRECTION · FACTORY OIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442-8935 
(OUTSIOE TEXAS 1·800·5 

OR WRITE 

~· SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS, INC: 
..~ BOX ·1308 _,·-.IACKSONVILLE. TX ~5~66 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
... and help the church gro~, too! 

1Z0/o to 15°/o 
Compounding Beats Inflation! 

See How Your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan wtth 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT H.R. 10 (Keogh) 
-$2.,000 Invested Pzr Year* $15,000 Invested Per Year* 

After lnve•tment @ 1%% @ 15% After Investment @ 1%"/o @ IS% 

5 year• $10,000 $14,378.59 $15,757-75 5 years $75,000 $107,839-36 $118,183.56 
10 years 2.0,000 40,12.8.46 48,2.34.88 10 years 150,000 300,963.2.6 361,763.54 
2.0 year• 40,000 1t.s,8:z;. 77 2.53,12.9.42. :zo years 300,000 1,2.&6,193.38 1,898,481.15 
30 yeara; 60,000 581,575-37 1,12.3,491.42. 30 years 450,000 4,361,817.33 8,42.6,2.2.8.45 

The prolectlons used In the tables above are based on current rates and are sublect to chana:e. 

*Effective January 1, 198%: Any wage earner may invest up to $%,000 per year . . . TAX· 
SHELTERED ... in an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), regardless of existing plans. Also, 
investments to Keogh (H.R. 10) Plans may be increased to $1S,OOO per year. 

TAX-SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested in 
mortgage church bonds are currently. earning 
Interest at 12% to 1§%. 
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• No commission cbara:es 
• Immediate and future tax benellts 
• You Invest lor yoursell anclln 

church a:rowth, too 
• Ideal plan to consider lor your 

mlDlater's retirement 
• Transferrin& your exlatln& plan to 

Trust Company of America, could 
Increase your retirement Income 

Tnut Company oi America 
5408 Bell • Box 8183 

Amarillo, Texas 79109·1005 
(806) 358·2.491 

Please send Information on the: 

0 Keogh Plan (SeU·employed Retirement Plan) 
0 I .R.A. (Employed person• Retirement Plan) 

Name-----------------------------------------

Addreu -------------------------------------

City __ .............................. - State ____ ZIP------

PhoneNo·------------------------~~~-------
(Da:r) (Nisht) 

Tr115t Company of America, P.O. Box 8183, Amarillo, 

Texa• 79109·1005, (806) 358·2.491 f 

This announcement Is not an offer to sell nor a aollcltadon of an 
offer to buy these securldes. The oHerln& ls made by the 
Prospectus. 
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lission Educa· n 

• bl 

A GROUP OF CHRISTIANS pictured here recently went to 
Nigeria to work under the Jeadershif of Rees Bryant in the 
public schools of that nation. They wit be paid by the Nigerian 
government, and will, on their own time further the kingdom 
among the people. 

Austin, Texas, April 20, 1982 
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Gdifo,.ial 

Training Church Leadership 

Members of the church do not inherit the church 
from their parents. They borrow it for their chi ldren. 
For too long we have been developing the feeling that 
the church Was something handed down to us by those 
who have gone before us. If the church is going to grow 
we are going to have to turn that around, and think of 
ourselves as be ing resonsible for giving our children 
a better congregation than the one we inherited from 
our parents. 

It was our privilege to spend a weekend recently with 
the Alberta congregation in Tuscaloosa, Alabama in an 
intense study of church leadership and the principles of 
congregational growth. We wou ld recommend that every 
congregation hold such a weekend seminar. We spent 
one day on the work of elders; one day on the work 
of deacons; and Sunday and Sunday night on the work of 
the congregation. 

None of us are doing the Lord's work if we leave the 
congregation in worse shape fo r our children than our 
parents left it for us. We have an obligation to build it 
up and leave it in better condition than we received it. 
Parents in too many cases are saying, "the children 
overboard; the parents in the lifeboat." Instead of 
" holding our own" we must continually improve con
ditions in the focal congregation. 

The Alberta church was especially concerned with 
motivating people to so live that when elders and dea
cons are needed there will be an abundance of talent. 
It is a tragedy that in the average congregation of 500 
members there is a scarcity of men who meet the 
qualities of Titus and Timothy when the time comes 
that they are needed. 

Most of our church planning is doomed to fai lure by 
the absurd impossibility of some of our notions about 
power. The idea of planning for church growth too often 
presupposes omniscience on the part of planners and 
complete captive obedience on the part of the congre
gation. But planners, too, are finite and fallen men 
whose schemes may fail. The Holy Spirit alone makes 
elders; men do not. Church planning must go all the 
way back to the production of character to start. Any 
planning that ignores this fundamental fact results in no 
qualified talent when the need arises. It is not that the 
teachings of jesus do not produce character, but, rather, 
that we have not applied the teachings of jesus in the 
right way. Real power lies in character. 

Any congregation fed by character flows together, just 
as a people led by jesus becomes one body. We can 
trace most all our church troubles to flaws in the char-
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acter of our leadership. When the power of a church 
leader lies in his political influence and his exalted 
position, it undermines all Biblical morality, and pro
vides the means by which some live at the expense of 
others. He acquires prominence by pushing others 
down. He insists upon calling the shots, and his work 
becomes a means of fulfilling his perverse desire for do
minion. Such leadership will, inevitably, produce a sense 
of disrespect, rebellion and stubbornness among those 
who are being led until the tension slows, and ultimate
ly destroys, church growth. And the congregation rushes 
toward the precipice. 

What is needed is dedication to dismantling the 
power system and replacing it w ith a godly system of 
righteous church management. Lacking the infallible 
standards of Biblical law expressed in character, the 
multitude has no other standard except the meaningless 
"love, love, love" they hear so much about. The church 
needs a display of character, not more preaching on 
contentless "love." When we begin to produce out
standing Christian fife and character, leadership will 
flow from "it like cold water from a crystal fountain. 

We need a train ing program that will bring to the top 
the towel-girded, cross-bearing souls among us. We 
need, in every congregation, to discover where they are 
and who they are, and then give to them all the assis
tance we can. We need to do something to raise the 
servant quality of our leadership. The church grows in 
every way only when enough dedicated individuals ex
emplify their Lord so completely that the congregation 
w ill w illingly and with one accord follow them. 

There is a vast difference in managing and adminis
tering the affairs of a congregation and in leading a 
congregation. You can hire managers and adminis
trators but you can't hire leaders. Congregational confi
dence, and finally growth, comes from leading. You 
can delegate management administration, but you can't 
delegate leadership. It is assumed. 

It is our conviction that the leadership of today's 
churches is not accepting the challenge of an institution
bound society. They are leaving a void to be filled by 
the world's hedonists. Churches are shrinking, and the 
godless element is growing because churches are not 
providing a training basis for producing regenerative 
servant leaders. 
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Joshua 22: A Lesson • 

With little doubt, one of the most dif
f icult things for a church to create and 
maintain is unity. It is difficult for Chris
tians to get along w ith one another. We 
are appalled at the persecution the early 
church went through. The cruelties they 
suffered at the hands of Rome are un
believable. But, Edward Gibbon in his 
" The Decline and Fall of the Roman Em
pire" makes the sobering commen t : 
" That, even admi tting, w ithout hestita
tion or inquiry, all that history has re
corded, or devotion has feigned, on the 
subject of martyrdoms, it must be ac
knowledged that the Christians, in the 
course of their intestine dissensions, 
have inflicted greater severities on each 
other than they had experienced from a 
zeal of infidels." It doesn' t seem rea
sonable that the greatest persecuto rs of 
Christians are Christians! 

The emphasis on uni ty in the Bible is 
no accident. God knew and realized that 
there would be problems and unity, if 
it were to be created and maintained, 
would have to be wanted and worked 
for. One great Bible lesson on un ity 
grows out of Joshua 22. 

The tribes of Israel: Reuben, Gad; and 
half of Manasseh, when Israel was head
ing toward the promised land, en
camped just east of the Jordan for a long 
time. These three tribes looked at the 
land and decided it was good land. 
They decided they wanted to stay there 
and make that thei r inheritance. In 
joshua 22 the land is now secured. 
Joshua tells them they had fu lfilled 
thei r promise and they were free 
to return to the ir home across the jor
dan. As they returned they bu ilt an altar 
of "great size" by the Jordan. When 
word of this altar got to Israel the im
mediate reaction is ·that the altar was 
bu ilt to worship ido ls. The evils of ido l 
worship had been drilled into Israel. 
One fear was that just as God punished 
all Israel for Achan's sin he might pun
ish all Israel for the sin of these t ribes. 
They gather in verse 12 " to make war 
aga inst them." First, though, they send 
Phinehas the priest to talk wi th them. 
Phinehas learns the altar is not to a 
god at all , but was erected as a sign to 
remind future generations they we re a 
part of Israel. The three tribes feared 
that because they were not in the prom
ised land, future generations might claim 
they were not a part of Israel. When 
word of the purpose of the altar reached 
Israel "it pleased them wel l." War was 
averted and peace was maintained. 

What caused the problem? What al
most destroyed the unity th ey had? 
What destroys unity today? 

It is a lack of trust. We read in verses 
11-12 that when Israel learned of the 
altar they gathered fo r war. Then sent 
Phinehas the priest to them and hi s 
first words were: "What is th is treachery 
which you have committeed against the 
God of Israel in turni ng away this day 
from fo llowing the Lord, by bui lding 

CHARLES S. YOUNG 

yourselves an altar this day in rebell ion 
against the Lord." When they saw the 
altar what was their reaction? They 
didn't say, " What's going on? We bet
ter go talk w ith them." It was rather 
:'They've committed a treachery. They' r~ 
m rebell ion against God." They have 
espoused a heathen "philosophy." 

On the other side of the coin there 
was not a lot of trust either. In verse 24 
they explain why they had buil t the 
altar, "Nay, but we did it from fear that 
in tim e to come your children might say 
to. our ch ildren, 'What have you to do 
w1.th the Lord, ... So your children 
m1ght make our children cease to wor
ship the Lo rd." W hat a di fference just 
a li ttle trust wou ld have made! What 
a difference a little trust does for rela
t ionships today! 

Not Thinking the Best 
Another th ing that destroys peace and 

harmony in a group is refusing to think 
the best of one another. This point is 
al ready obvious; neither side thought 
the best of the other. In fact, it was 
just the opposite. Both thought he worst 
of each other. Sometimes it is difficult 
to know wh ich comes first: Does think
ing evil cause distrust or distrust cause 
thinking evil of another? Either one is 
bad for a relationship. Either one is bad 
for creati ng and maintain ing peace and 
harmony. 

The story illustrates all too well what 
judging other's motives, thinking the 
worst instead of the best, a lack of trust, 
and refusing to look for w hat is right 
does to the peace and harmony of any 
group. We need to develop trust; we 
need to learn to think the best of one 
another if we are to maintain the peace 
and harmony the church needs. 

Physical Barriers 
Another thing that destroys the peace 

and harmony w ithin a group is phys ical 
barriers. In verse 25, what the three 
tribes feared is that the j ordan River, 
something physical and not really a part 
of their ties to each other, would be
come a barrier. They "feared" {a lack of 
trust) that future generations would say, 
"See, the Lord d idn't even let you in the 
land. You're not a part of us." There 
are a lot of things that can destroy a 
relationship, but it is extremely sad 
w hen it is something physical. One may 
decide that he cannot work together 
w ith someone else because there is 
something doctrinal they cannot agree 
on. That disrupts unity. But to destroy 
unity and peace because of personal dis
likes o r personal feelings about some
one or something is sad. Ofter, we let 
money, education, class, personalities, 
etc., physical things destroy peace and 
harmony. W e get so we won' t talk w ith 
someone, si t w ith th em, visit w ith them, 
ride in the same car w ith them .. . 

Unity 
There . is n_o jordan River separating us. 
We l1ve m the same town or right 
around the corner, but often there might 
as well be an ocean between us. We 
live in a verr physical world. We need 
to be carefu that we do not let some
thing physical destroy the spiritual bond 
that we need to have. 

Zeal for God 
One las t thing that very often destroys 

peace and harmony is a zeal for God. 
When you first look at it, it sounds 
crazy! Ho~ ca~ a z~al fo r God destroy 
peace? As 1ron1c as 1t sounds it happens 
a lot. In our story in joshua 22 it was a 
ze~ l to obey God that almost destroyed 
un1ty. One lesson than Israel had final ly 
learned was that they should not get in
volved in idol worship. God had tried to 
teach that lesson every since Israel left 
Egypt. At this point in ti me, they had 
learned it well! In verses 17-18 they re
membered the sin at Peor, "from which 
even yet we have not cleansed ourself." 
They remembered how Achan had 
sinned in verse 20 and God punished all 
of lsr~el. Their reasoning was that if 
they d1d not act, rid Israel of this idol try, 
God might pun ish all of them. Thus, 
out of their zeal for God and out of a 
zea l to maintain righteousness they 
gathered for war against the tribes. 

It is obvious from the story what 
often happens. A zeal for God leads one 
to act before he has a real understand
ing of the situation. Obviously Israel did 
not understand why the altar was 
erected, but they were ready for war 
anyway. A zeal for God will often lead 
one to make false accusations which 
readily destroy peace and harmony. A 
zeal for God is a beautiful thing. BUT, 
if my zea l does not allow me to see and 
understand, leads me to accuse and ac
cuse falsely before I know w hat's what, 
a beautiful thing can become an evil 
thing. 

A Final Thought 
What destroys peace? Our story sug

gests four thi ngs: 1) A lack of trust 2) 
An unwill ingness to thin k the best about 
one another 3) Letting physical things, 
physica l barriers, destroy spiritual ties, 
and 4) A zeal for God that is not prop
erly controlled or di rected. 

In spi te of all the negative things 
we've mentioned, there's a very positive 
side to the story in joshua 22. PEACE 
WAS NOT DESTROYED! In spite of all 
the things present in the story that 
cou ld destroy peace, peace prevailed. 
Verse 13 indicates a very positive step. 
Verse 12 closes with Israel ready to 
make war. But, in verse 13 the people 
fi rst send Phinehas to ta lk. The result 
was that war was averted and peace pre
vailed! Perhaps, the most important les
son in the story is that in spi te of all the 
forces present that can destroy peace 
and unity {and many of those forces are 
man's natu re, his natural tendencies), if 
we work at peace, peace can prevail. 
6202 West Division, Cad illac, Ml 49601 
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"What Does 'Humanism' Mean?" 
A. J. HOOVER 

In the fall of 1980 a brotherhood journal carried an edi
torial criticizing religious people who use the word "human
ist" to mean atheist, naturalist, or materialist. The editor 
went to some length to show that there are various meanings 
to the word and that humanism doesn't necessarily imply a 
view that is anti-religious. 

The editor had a good point. Humanisim is a word that 
has, in the past, been used in a thoroughly Christian context. 
In the period known as the Renaissance, Christian scholars 
and thinkers were styled humanists, not because they denied 
religion but because they prized he study of the humani
ties-subjects like poetry, rhetoric, history, ethics, and poli
tics. 

The word humanism in this sense comes from the Latin 
word, "humanitas," which in past times referred to the edu
cation of man as such, as uniquely human. Educators in this 
great European tradition considered the liberal arts to be the 
instruments that truly educated man and were disciplines 
proper to man, disciplines which differentiated him from the 
animals. As a professor of history and a strong believer in its 
educational value, I can identify strongly with th_is pedagogi
cal tradition. 

In general, then, humanism simply refers to any philoso
phy or ideology that recognizes the value or dignity of man 
and teaches the worth of human personality and the right of 
self-realization. 

In this general sense, Christianity, the religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is humanistic-a fact we must continually press 
on the atheist. Christianity teaches the dignity of man and 
the worth of personality and the right of self-realization. It 
promotes ethical conduct and the good life as much as any 
brand of naturalism. In fact, it has a better basis for humanism 
than naturalism, because it says that God specifically created 
man as the apex of his creation (Gen. 1 :28-30; Ps. 8:5). 
Naturalism, on the contrary, has man arriving as an accident 
or afterthought in the cosmic process, an "accident in a 
backwater," as Bertrand Russell asserted. 

Now, if Christianity is humanistic in the general meaning 
of the term, how could a group of famous unbelievers call 
their statement of belief, "The Humanist Manifesto?" Twice 
now in 1933 and 1973, a group of leading non-believers 
have called their philosophical platform a manifesto of 
humanism. 

How can this be? 
Obviously humanism has another meaning, doesn't it? 

Yes, in this other sense, humanism refers to a phiolosphy 
which makes man the center of the universe, the sole de
terminer of values, the "measure of all things." Such human-
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ism is naturalistic humanism or anthropocentric humanism. 
Affirmation #5 of "The Humanist Manifesto I" reads: "Hu
manism asserts that the nature of the universe depicted by 
modern science makes unacceptable any supernatural or 
cosmic guarantees of human values." 11Manifesto II" says, 
"We affirm that moral values derive their source from human 
experience. Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing no 
theological or ideological sanction.'~ 

It is true, as some have insisted, thai 11Manifesto I" and 1111" 
nowhere state that humanism is necessarily atheistic. The 
bare possibility of God is admitted in the statement, "Hu
manism do~s not deny the possibility of realities as yet un
discovered." This token admission, however, does not alter 
the overwhelming impression you get from reading the 
11Manifesto" that man and nature are 11the whole show." 

I am not surprised that unbelievers should want people to 
call them humanists. It is the nicest term you could possibly 
apply to a worldview. "At.heist" is almost a dirty ·word nowa
days, while "naturalist" and "materialist" sound too clinical. 
"Infidel" doesn't do much for your image these days
sounds too Victorian. By styling themselves humanists, un
believers are calling attention to the positive part of their 
program. 11Hey, look at us, we're humanists! We love man! 
We fight for his freedoms and his rights. We want him to 
be happy and fulfilled! You don't have to believe in God 
to be humane!" 

We 11Christian Humanists" have a duty to show that this 
naturalistic, anthropocentric humanism is without adequate 
foundation, that it is built on metaphysical sand. If there is 
no transcendent realm that gives meaning to values, then the 
naturalistic humanist has no right to publish a Manifesto 
telling us that we should or ought to do anything in par
ticular. 

However, I am afraid that we should probably stop using 
that phrase, 11Christian Humanism." Since the unbelievers 
have recently arrogated the term humanism to themselves, 
we will probably have .to stop claiming that Christianity is 
humanistic. 

It makes no difference that the claim is true. What matters 
is the ideological confusion you create when you claim that 
11Christianity is humanistic." As soon as you use the phrase, 
you must turn around and explain carefully that Christianity 
is not humanistic in the modern sense used by some natural
istic thinkers. When you have to stop and give an extensive 
explanation of a term in conversation, it's a sign that the term 
has outlived its usefulness. 

Remember what happened to the word, "gay"? 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Texas 79699 
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As you travel west from McMinnville, 
Tennessee on the old Shelbyville Road, 
you pass through the rural communities 
of Oakland and Jacksboro, alternately 
known as Trousdale. As you pass the 
Rains' Cemetery you cross the south 
prong of the Barren Fork River. While 
few peole realize it, as you cross the 
river at this point, you are in the com
munity of Fountain Spring. Fountain 
Spring in 1982 is identified only bY. the 
cemetery and the fountain spring 1tself, 
some 150 yards southwest of the ceme
tery. 

like many early communities in 
Warren County which no longer exist, 
Fountain Spring at one time was a thriv
ing community containing a Church, 
Post Office, Gnst Mill, Store, Blacksmith 
Shop and evidently more people than 
it does today. This is the story of Foun
tain Spring from 1800 to the present. 

When the early settlers came to this 
section, it was treeless, well watered 
with many· good springs and fertile with 
deep top soil. This area was known as 
the "Barrens." From early records, we 
learn that among the earliest settlers 
were Bird Street and Asahel Rains. In 
essence the entire Jacksboro-Caney 
Branch-Fountain Spring area could be 
called Rains' Country for this prominent 
family has resided in this section of the 
County since its creation. 

An 1812 tax list of Warren County 
lists among the early settlers in the 
Fountain Spring area as Michael Derry
berry, Peter Merricle, William Smith, 
William Brown and William Young. 
Most of these moved further west wittl
in 20 years. Sometimes before 1820, 
John Lemmons moved to Fountain 
Spring from Virginia, purchasing land 
granted to Thomas Hopkins of Sullivan 
County. Hopkins became a prominent 
Warren County real estate dealer before 
his death in the early 1840's. Lemmons 
eventually owned over 500 acres on the 
western border· of the County and his 
farm became known as the "Fountain 
Spring Place," since it incorporated the 
freely flowing "fountain" springs. 

John Lemmons and his son, John M. 
Lemmons, more than any other indi
viduals influenced the early develop
ment of this community. Between 1820 
and 1830, Lemmons espoused the 
"Restoration" ideal, being developed by 
Alexander Campbell and Barton W. 
Stone and founded with some of his 
neighbors the Fountain Spring Christian 
Church. One of the earliest Christian 
Churches in Warren County along with 
Philadelphia, Blanton's Ferry and Ivy 
Bluff. It was housed in a simple one 
room log building which finally fell from 
decay after 1900. The Fountain Spring 
congregation apparently ceased to exist 
shortly after ttle Civil War. 

From early church records we know it 
was one of 6 Christian churches in War
ren County in the 1840's and that Elders 
John Eichbaum and J. J. Trott were evan
gelists to the Fountain Spring Church. 
Mrs. lizzie Swope Downmg of Wood
bury remembers that her mother, born 
in 1852 attended the church as a girl, 
and Mrs. Downing remembers playing 

A Peak into the Past ..•.• 

Fountain Spring 
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on the decaying logs of the old church 
building in her childhood. Mrs. Down
ing still owns the farm where the build
ing stood. She is 89 years young. Church 
documents do not mention Fountain 
Spring as a congregation after the Civil 
War and it is thought it met only inter
mittently and finally ceased meeting 
sometime after the conflict between the 
States. The Lemmons family seems to 
have been the dominant force in the 
church's existence an dafter John M. 
Lemmons moved to Northeast Arkansas 
in the 1850's, religious activity at Foun
tain Spring waned. However, the Foun
tain Spring Church was the Mother 
Church that in later years gave birth to 
Shady Grove, Pocohantas and Trousdale 
Churches of Christ which are thriving 
congregations today. 

The grist mill, general store, black
smith shop and post office stood about 
Yz mile southeast of the Church about 
1/4 mile south of the Shelbyville Road 
and on the south river bank. Originally 
a road ran north from the Shelbyville 
Road towards Shady Grove crossing the 
river where the mill stood. This road is 
now closed. just who built the dam, mill 
race and mill, is not known. Possibly 
John Lemmons built it. He did own and 
operate it. John Lemmons died between 
1827 and 1830. His sons, Amos Lem
mons and John M. Lemmons, most likely 
continued operation until they moved 
to Arkansas. Other known operators 
were james H. B. Hall, Caleb H. Gilley, 
Milton Keel, Casey and Starkey, a Mr. 
Mayo, John and Lela Blankenship, and 
lastly, Thomas Tolliver in the 1930's. 
Goodspeeds History indicates a W. A. 
Hancock operated 11 grist mill on the 
southwest prong of the Barren Fork in 
the early 1800's. This may have been 
the Fountain Spring Mill. There were 
probably other operators. 

like most mills of that era, a general 
store and blacksmith shop usually 
sprang up adjacent to the area. Most 
likely the mill and store were jointly 
run. The store was south of the mill. We 
do know that in the early 1900's, John 
Blankenship ran the mill while his wife, 
Lela, ran the store. Other operators were 
Charlie Freeze, and jess Jackson, Taylor 
Cooper and Charles Burks. The store 
was moved in 1924 to the Freeze home. 
The Blankenships eventually moved to 
Morrison and entered the lingerie 
manufacturing business. Little is known 
of the blacksmithing operation in early 
years, but "Uncle Billy" Casey was the 
community blacksmith for many years 
around 1900. 

Some indication of the importance of 
this community in our County's early 
development is evidenced by its post 
office. Fountain Spring Post Office was 
established September 27, 1830, the 7th 

post office established in the County 
after McMinnville, Woodbury, Hickory 
Creek (Viola), Irving College, Rock Is
land, and Allen's Ferry. The first post 
master was William Young. Others who 
served were David Young, Henry C. 
Bradford, Benjamin Bradford and james 
C. Hall. The post office was closed in 
1846. 

An interesting story surrounds the 
Lemmons family and their departure 
from Fountain Spring. It was not uncom
mon, prior to the Civil War, for slaves 
to be sold with a farm. However, John 
M. Lemmons had become opposed to 
slavery probably as a result of his re
ligion. When the family decided to 
move to northeast Arkansas, Lemmons 
attempted to free his slaves and sell the 
farm, but his neighbors took him to 
court to prevent the manumission of the 
slaves and won the case. An examina
tion of deed book "R," page 324 details 
a deed transfer from James H. B. Hall 
to William Lavender including 9 slaves 
named Ananias, his wife Matilda and 
their 7 children: Mariah, Harriet, Bert, 
Jefferson, Monroe, Henry and Anasias. 
The farm contained 500 acres and was 
referred to as the Fountain Spring place 
formerly owned by John Lemmons. The 
deed was recorded in 1849. The circuit 
court records for this period are missing 
but it seems this was the farm in liti
gation. Lemmons owned other land 
which he sold between 1848 and 1852. 

Beginning about 1855, Isaac Rains and 
his brother, Larkin Rains, began buying 
land at Fountain Spring. Isaac had no 
children but acquired considerable land 
and had several slaves before the Civil 
War. Others who lived in the area dur
ing the 1860's and 1870's were George 
Roach, Walter Stroud, J. W. Keele, J. R. 
Brewer, Robert Teal (later a merchant in 
the Viola area) and A. J. Brewer. 

If you visit Fountain Spring today, you 
are impressed with the pastoral beauty 
of the countryside. Modern farming 
practices coupled with a liberal use of 
lime and fertilizer have once again made 
this a rich, productive farming com
munity. The Fountain Spring still flows 
though less vigorously due to a declin
ing water table. The cemetery gate still 
hangs which permitted entry from the 
church yard on the West. 

Many names, prominent in Fountain 
Spring history, appear on the few re
maining legible tombstones. The dates 
indicate burials in the cemetery into the 
1920s. Among those known to be buried 
there are John Lemmons, Elizabeth 
Lemmons, Anderson Taylor, Larkin and 
Elizabeth Rains, J. H. B. Hall, M. J. West 
and John W. West. There are many il
legible headstones as well as unmarked 
graves. 

The mill pond on Barren Fork River 
is still there although the dam has long 
been gone. Outlines of the mill race still 
exist and the clearness of the rippling 
water and quietness of the surroundings 
certainly remind you of the beauty the 
early settler saw as he carved a home 
out of the "Barrens" to create Fountain 
Spring .... once upon a time. 
Box 563, McMinnville, Tenn. 37110 
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"An Inspired Word Demands Radical Action" 

Inerrancy Congress Moves Beyond Mere Theory 
EDWARD FUoDGE 

"If there is a God in heaven, and there 
is; 

And if He has spoken, and He has; 
And if He has a word for our day, and 

He does; 
Then that Word is the Holy Bible!" 

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry said it-and his 
words were typical of those expressed 
by all the speakers at the Congress on 
the Bible conducted March 3-6 in San 
Diego, Calif. 

Sponsored by the International Coun
cil on Biblical Inerrancy (ICBI), the Con
gress drew more than 2,500 men and 
women from throughout the United 
States and several foreign countries. 

Speakers sounded three notes, and all 
their sounds were certain: (1) Trusting 
God's Word, (2) Undrestanding God's 
Word, and (3) Applying God's Word. 
Since Scripture is God's inspired reve
lation, they said, we may trust it. But we 
must work to understand it. And we 
then must apply it faithfully in all areas 
of life. 

James M. Boice, ICBI chairman and 
pastor of Tenth Presbyterian. Church in 
Philadelphia, continued. "In spite of the 
widespread impact of secular human
ism," he said, "millions of Americans 
still want ours to be a 'nation under 
God,' and look to the power of God 
working through the Word of God as 
the only indispensable means of na
tional survival." 

Other speakers pounded home the 
point. Philosopher Francis Schaeffer, 
who reminded one of some Old Testa
ment prophet in appearance as well as 
message, urged Ctiristian boldness. "In 
our day of fallen, shifting culture," 
Schaeffer insisted, "we do not need to 
fear or be in terror as we say that the 
Bible is the 'Thus Saith the lord!'" 

Scripture can transform a church, 
preaclled Adrian Rogers, pastor of the 
11,000-member Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Memphis. The Bible can transform 
society, testified black minister Ed V. 
Hill, who rose from a poor Texas com
munity to lead a church in the heart of 
los Angeles, and whose honors now 
include membership in the President's 
National Right to Read Commission. 

Scripture carries God's power to trans
form even the world, affarmed Pennsyl
vania theologian R. C. Sproul, who 
charged delegates to examine their own 
hearts before reaching out to change 
others. "The most fearful class of peo
J>Ie," said the Calvinist author, "are 
those who 'know' they are saved-and 
they aren't." 

Reared under communism, joseph Ton 
became a believer while attending Marx
ist university in his homeland. He told of 
sharing a single Bible with 20 fellow 
believers in secret meetings. later he 
began to preach, then decided to attend 

6 [246] 

a theological semina!)' in Bucharest. 
The only textbook Ton could find 

was written by a modernist, who ex
plained Christ's miracles as metaphors. 
Ton's faith evaporated. "For the real 
thing, I was ready to risk my life," he 
said. "But for metaphors-nothing!" 
After nine frustrating years, he again 
encountered believers, who led him 
back to confidence in God and Holy 
Scripture. "My faith wasn't killed by 
Marxist ideology," Ton testified. "My 
faith was killed by a liberal theologian." 

like the ancient Christian fathers, 
the Romanian set forth his case in writ
ing. Addressing his work to the com
munist president of Romania, Ton ar
gued that only God and Scripture could 
provide the "new man" Marxism prom
Ised. A month later, secret police ar
rested Ton and took all his personal 
papers and books, except his Bible. 

Undaunted, Ton and 24 other " Chris
tian" leaders wrote a letter to Romania's 
chief prosecutor. "You have forbidden 
us to teach God's Word," they said. 
"God tells us we must do that. We must 
obey God rather than man. 

"I never saw a Bible on public display 
until I was 35 years old," Ton said. ''That 
was the day I wept, seeing a miracle!" 
Citing the text John 8:32 he issued a 
warning. "The battle for America is the 
battle for the Bible. If you lose the 
Bible, you will lose your freedom. Truth 
gives. liberty. The lie gives slavery." 

TO SAY THE BIBLE is God's Word 
means we must study it, other speakers 
insisted. Their concern was not merely 
theoretical. Fourteen seminars urged 
hearers to acquire Bible-study tools 
("spend as much on them as you did 
on your color television," dared semi
nary president Earl Radmacher)-"then 
use them!" 

Too many professing Christians have 
a shallow vocal religion, others charged. 
"I define the Born-Again movement in 
America as about five miles wide, and 
one-.sixteenth inch deep,~' said Dallas 
Semmary professor Howard Hendricks, 
who challenged hearers to Christian ma
turity. 

"You say this kind of study is hard 
work?" Radmacher asked. "You bet it 
is! And it is worth it, because we are 
talking about God's Word." Religious 
differences mean someone is mistaken, 
argued Sproul, adding that confusion is 
still better than indifference. The worst 
attitude, he said, is the one that re
sponds, "But that's just your interpre
tation." 

Cyril Barber, who teaches bibliogra
phy at California's International School 
of Theology, discussed specific Bible 
study helps. Trinity Divinity School dean 
Walter Kaiser explained the "crimson 
thread" that ties the Bible together. 

BIBLE STUDY IS NOT THE END, 
either, warned former Billy Graham 

team member lane Adams. "Mere intel
lectual knowledge does not guarantee 
anything spiritual," he cautioned. 
"There is no virtue in ignorance, but 
there is an awesome danger in knowl
edge." Adams concluded, "Your whole 
life should reflect, not how much you 
know, but how much you know Christ." 

"We must ourselves live under this 
Word," charged Francis Schaeffer. "We 
must do this if we give anx meaning 
to the statement that the B1ble is the 
'Thus saith the lord.' " 

Wayne T. Alderson called for a "work
world reformation." Alderson, who ap
plied scriptural principles to labor
management in the steel industry in 
1972 and saw a 64 percent increase in 
productivity and a spirit of teamwork 
replace unrest, is the subject of a recent 
book, "Stronger than Steel." 

Scripture should determine biomedical 
ethics, said U.S. Surgeon-General C. 
Everett Ko~p, in a paper sent to the 
Congress. It has a word for the arts, said 
film-maker Franky Schaeffer. It deter
mines our self-image, said marriage 
counselor Del Olsen. 

Biblical truth ·must question all our 
presuppositions about life, thundered 
John Perkins, who spoke from experi
ence. Perkins left Mississippi as a young 
man, after his brother was murdered in 
a racial incident. He vowed never to re
turn. later, after his own conversion to 
Christianity, Perkins did return-to the 
town where he was once unjustly beaten 
and jailed. "The poor must be given 
dignity and creativity," Perkins said. 
"Biblical inerrancy gives us an anchor. 
It provides a basis for confronting the 
church and calling it to accountability 
regarding the poor and helpless in its 
midst." 

The question is not, "Can the church 
do social and human work?" Perkins 
said, but rathe~: "How do we live out 
the gospel which can burn through 
racial and social barriers to bring about 
justice?" 

In a concrete token of commitment to 
Scripture, delegates made a single of
fering of $15,000 to Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Officials said the donation 
would cover much of the $23,000 need
ed for a New Testament just dedicated 
in South America, the first native
language Scriptures for a 50,000-mem
ber tribe that includes 10,000 believers. 

At the final session, 2,500 delegates 
simultaneously signed a pledge drawing 
together the themes of the Congress. 
The pledge said: 

,'We, as servants of Jesus Christ, join 
with the historic Christian Church in 
confessing our confidence in the com
plete trustworthiness of Sacred Scrip
ture. We submit ourselves to its abiding 
authoricy as the written, inerrant Word 
of God, who is its ultimate Author. In 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit we 
commit ourselves to consistent study of 
the Bible and to diligent application of 
its truth to daily living. 

"0 lord, renew us. Revive your 
church. Heal your world." 

This delegate went home changed. 
4 Sandra lane, Athens, Al 35611 
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A Preacher Survey (3) 
We continue our series by sharing re

sponses from some 300 plus preachers 
between the ages of 22 and 85. The fol
lowing are the responses to the fourth 
question in our survey asking, 11By the 
year 2,000, as you see it, how might you 
project the future health of the church 
of Christl" The responses: 

1) I doubt that it will be much dif
ferent than it is today. We seem to be 
very static right now. Barring a major 
nat1onal crisis, I doubt that we'll be 
jogged out of our complacency very far. 
I do forsee that the coming generation 
of leadership will not nearly be so iso
lationistic as the past leadership has 
been. At least, I hope we're growing 
that way. 

2) At present the trend doesn't look 
very good but I believe it will turn 
around before then. 3) I have absolutely 
no guess and do not intend to hazard a 
guess. 4) Were I to take what I hear 
from our researchers, if we continue our 
present performance the church in 2,000 
m America will be smaller than now, 
but I believe that with a few new works 
among us that include "every" mem
ber, the church could easily double its 
membership in five or less years and 
have multiplied by 2,000. 

5) If folk remain loyal to Christ and 
his word, then it will be an extremely 
beautiful situation. 6) I'm not sure 
what will happen to my own health to
morrow, so I'd rather not speculate 
about 20 years hence. 7) I am optimistic 
about our future. God will raise up men 
to keep the church alive. There is a new 
emphasis on soul winning. 

8) The church will exrerience many 
crises, but through it al it will grow. 
9) There will still be the 117,000" faithful 
ones. 10) By 2,000 the Church of Christ 
will either have opened up mentally and 
ecumenically, or will be well on the way 
to fossilization. 

11) The potential to grow is tremen
dous if we will just take advantage of it! 
12) We will have become concerned 
and will be doing a much better job of 
it. 13) By 2,000 the church can be very 
strong if we have: a) Elders who know 
and love the word, b) Preachers who 
preach with fire in their bones, c) Mem
bers who are more interested in wor
shipping God and studying his word and 
saving the lost than they are in watch
ing football and getting out of church 
on time, d) Congregations that are 
really devoted to serving Christ and 
others. If we continue at the present 
trend, I see more worldiness among the 
members, more inadequacies in the 
leaders, more liberalism among the in
tellectuals, more lethargy and perhaps 
more division into two or three more 
factions. 

14) The church can go in one of two 
directions. There are many positive de
velopments in the church today which 
fuel some optimism. The church finally 
seems to be coming into the 20th cen-

STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

tury in terms of tools for evangelism and 
communications, and that bodes well 
for the future. 

If the church is going to thrive and 
grow, it must happen on the congrega
tional level. We must not wait for a big 
name in Tennessee or Texas to proclaim 
a great awakening. If each church mem
ber recognizes his personal responsi
bility to grow and evangelize, the 
church will cut a swath into the 21st 
century. However, if those in the pulpit 
and pew do not accept responsibility, 
we may swiftly become a "big, sick 
denomination." 

15) In my opinion, it depends on how 
much we are willing to follow Paul's 
example of becoming 11all things to all 
men that I might by all means save 
some." The church of Christ must be 
taught to discern Christian from cultural 
and manners from morals. She must at 
all costs learn that the human race 
looked disgustingly sinful to the sinless 
Son of God living in a fleshly body, but 
he lived and died among us anyhow. 

In response to the request, "List ten 
'must' books for any Christian's library 
as well as your favorite Old and New 
Testament commentaries," I share the 
following: 

Everything C. S. lewis has written. 
Everything Paul Tournier has written. 
Most of Elton Trueblood's books. 
William Barclay's jesus As They Saw 

Him 
Richard Shelly Taylor's The Disci

plined Life 
lawrence J. Crabb's Effective Biblical 

Counseling 
Arthur McPhee's Friendship Evan

gelism 
Alan loy McGinnis' The Friendship 

Factor 
J. Oswald Sander's The Incomparable 

Christ 
D. James Kennedy's Evangelism Ex

plosion 
Ted Engstrom's and R. Alec Macken

zie's Managing Your Time 
Lewis Sperry Chafer's He That Is 

Spiritual 
Viktor E. Frankl's Man's Search for 

Meaning 
Alfred Gibbs' The Preacher and His 

Preaching 
Jack R. Taylor's Prayer: Life's Limit

less Reach 
Guy N. Wood's Commentary on 

John 
The Bible and anything Reuel Lem

mon's writes as we have no one today 
his equal. 

J, W. Brent's Gospel Plan of Salvation 
N. B. Hardeman's Tabernacle Sermons 
M. C. Kurfees' Instrumental Music 
Williston Walker's A History of the 

Cl'lristian Church 
James DeForest Murch's Christians 

Only 

Merrill C. Tenney's New Testament 
Survey 

H. J. Gerald's Emotional Problems of 
Living 

Carroll A. Wise's Religion in Illness 
and Health 

Harry Emerson Fosdick's On Being A 
Real Person 

Oman's Grace and Personality 
law's A Serious Call to a Devout and 

Holy Life 
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress 
D. Guthrie's Jesus: The Messiah 
R. laird Harris' Inspiration and 

Canonicity of the Bible 
Samuel Sandmel's Judaism and Chris

tian Beginnings 
Alfred Edersheim's Life and Times of 

Jesus the Messiah 
Alexander Campbell's The Christian 

System 
McGarvey's Original Commentary on 

Acts 
Hurlburt's Georgraphy of the Holy 

Land 
McGarvey's Lands of the Bible 
Collett's All About the Bible 
Moses E. lard's Lard's Quarterly 
C. R. Nichol's Nichol's Pocket Bible 

Encyclopedia 
Hardeman-Boswell Debate (Instru-

mental Music) 
Hademan-Bogard Debate 
Rigdon's The English Sentence 
Peloubet's Bible Dictionary 
The New Smith's Bible Dictionary 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary 
The Encyclopedia Britannica 
McClintock and Strong Bible Dic-

tionary 
Barnes' Peorle's Encyclopedia 
lntemationa Bible Encyclopedia 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
Amdt and Gingrich Greek Lexicon 
The New Analytical Greek Lexicon 
Bagster's Hebrew Lexicon 
Strong's Concordance 
Young's Concordance 
Cruden's Concordance 
Englishman's Greek Concordance 
Burton Coffman's Commentaries 
Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
Barnes Notes 
Adam Clarke's Commentaries 
Lard on Romans 
Whiteside on Romans 
Pulpit Commentaries 
Wordsworth's Greek Testament with 

Notes 
Campbell on Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John 
Zondervan's Pictorial Bible Dictionary 
Thompson's Study Bible 
Robertson's Harmony of the Gospels 
Jamison, Fawcett and Brown Com-

mentary 
The International Critical Commentary 
The Anchor Bible 
Earl West's Search For the Ancient 

Order 
Burton Coffman's Commentaries on 

New Testament 
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February 20, 1982 

Dr. Adams,'Dr. Stevens, Chairman Mc
Glothl in, Mayor Welch, Senator Jones, 
Congressman Stenholm-:ot~e r . program 
participants-platform d1gn1tan es-Dele
gates-l adies and gentlemen. Thank you 
for being here. 

I am deeply gratefu l that Dr. Stevens 
has recognized my immediate fam ily. My 
mother, my wife, and my ch i.ldren have 
sustained me during those t1mes when 
others were unaware that need existed. 

Another person here today has had. a 
profound influence on my life .. . Bil l 
Tincher, who made possible my move 
from educational work to business. 

Then, helping me complete the c.i r~le, 
are the Trustees of Abi lene Chnst1an 
Universi ty w ho invited me to return I? 
educat ion. I am grateful for the confi
dence they have placed in me. 

And to Chancellor John Stevens, my 
predecessor in this office, who has made 
the past ten months enriching, and ... 
thus far ... smooth (of course, I haven't 
looked at today's mail o r spoken to the 
Deans in the last couple of hours). John 
has given the Univers!ty.great lead.ership. 
His own sense of m1ss1on and h1s con
sistently optimistic tone have made in
delible impressions on all of us. He has 
been a close friend and advisor over the 
years, and I am delighted that John and 
Ruth remain in the University's family 
circle. 

To recognize one from the past w ho 
shaped my concept of the meaning of 
leadership is more than nostalgia. The 
powerfu l voice-the dynamic person
al ity-the infectious laugh- the gentle 
manner of Don H. Morris w ill forever be 
vivid in my mind. This beloved man was 
model and mentor to many, including 
me. 

Th is is a wonderful day for the entire 
University fami ly. It's your day as well 
as mine, so other expressions of gratitude 
are due . . . 

To the finest faculty and staff in our 
history . . . 

To thousands of alumni and former 
students . . . 

Editor's Note: All who are interested in 
Ch ristian education w i ll find encouragement 
in this address by the 91h president of Abi
lene Christian University. Some of the "Un
common Committment" of Christian educa
tors are revealed in !his speech. 
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RENEWING A 
Inaugural Address of Dr. William J. Teague, 

To parents and friends . . . 
To distinguished academic col-

leagues .. . 
To the greatest student body in the 

world! 
And especially to Sara Johnston Reid, 

Ed George, and M. L . Dan iels, w hose 
composit ions wi ll be remembered as a 
signi ficant part of th is inauguration. 

To co-ordinators john Duty, Beth Mc
Casland and the entire Inaugural com
mittee. 

Becoming president of my alma mater 
is a high honor. It is my respo n s ibi l ~ty 
and privilege to help lead a commun1ty 
of extraordinarily capable and talented 
people. 

In our age, there is certainly no short
age of challenges. Our graduates are 
entering a worl d increasingly burdened 
with issues that call for constructive ac
tion-issues that seem to minimize the 
role of the individual. After al l, how does 
one person deal with issues l ike freedom, 
ignorance, poverty, injustice, unemploy
ment, inflation, disease, illi teracy, or the 
quest for lasting world peace? 

One individual wi th conviction can 
and does make a difference in our world. 
Our heritage proves it. And education 
that is content simply to free man's spirit 
is deficient; we must educate to em
power the spi rit as wel l. 

There are at least two compe lling rea
sons for supporting the mission of Abi
lene Christian Un ivers ity: 

In the first place, our students want to 
make choices that will lead them to the 
highest possible view of life. 

The making of choices, wh ich sounds 
so simple, is the key. Cho ice is the basis 
of all rational thinking and acting. Choice 
is involved in whether we speak or keep 
quiet; whether we say everything that is 
possible to say on a matter or say only 
w hat is helpful to a situation. Choice, in 
fact, is involved in every kind of crea
tivity and every kind of decision
whether to attend a concert, read a book, 
or watch TV. We are inundated by a 
never-ending stream of choices. 

Several years ago an advertising re
searcher reported that the average adu lt 
American is exposed daily to several 
hundred distinct aud io-visual or print 
messages. I have no reason to doubt this. 

These images and messages bombard 
us from dawn until midnight. They urge 
us to buy or believe someth ing. They in
form and misinform; they guide us and 
misguide us; they amuse and disgust us. 

Most of these messages are unsol icited
and more than a few unwanted . We are 
offered a glut of commercial choices; yet 
I prefer this to the alternative system of 
allowing the state to restrict our choices 
from one to none. 

Every person is vulnerable to the 
strong herd instinct in our culture. Daily 
life if offered to us as a resu lt of a nation
w ide poll-the Top 40, the Best Seller 
List, the Nielsen Ratings. We really don't 
know w hether something is good; we 
just know that it is popu lar. And some
times it seems we are losing the abil ity 
to te ll the difference. Worse yet, we may 
not ca re. 

Many of our choices are superficial, 
but we also are asked to make choices 
much more significant than ou r selection 
of soup or cereal. 

• We must evaluate the claims and 
coun tercla ims of ideological ex
ponents; 

• And we face a wide range of cul
tural choices in our society-in the 
theatre, the cinema, radio, tele
vision, music, literature. 

How do we sort out fact from fiction, 
truth from error, the uplifting from the 
debasing, the real from the counterfeit? 
It's not easy. It has never been easy. 

It is precisely at this point-in the 
making of ind ividual choices-that an 
education from a Christian perspective 
can make a unique cont ribution to the 
l ives of young adul ts. For this purpose 
Abi lene Christian University was estab
lished 76 years ago: To insp ire w ithin 
each student the desire to make moral 
choices. 

When this educational objective is 
realized, we wil l also be helping our 
students to approve of that w hich is ex
celent in all of life; and to discriminate 
in favor of service over individual status. 

'This aim is not new. The Apostle Paul 
wrote: 

"It is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, w ith knowl
edge and all discernment, so that you 
may approve what is excel lent. (Phi
lippians 1 :9-10). 

Understanding why the making of 
choices is so crucial in our society is not 
difficul t. False philosophies are bril liantly 
presented all around us. They promote 
instant gratification and easy quick-fix 
solut ions; they foster a spi rit of pseudo-
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COMMITMENT 
Ninth President, Abillene Christian University 

individualism that leads to dependence; 
and although affirming a humanistic 
base, they are, in fact, morally bankrupt. 

Mediocrity is another enemy faced in 
every institution. Productivity in the 
classroom, the library, the laboratory, or 
even the boardroom is not seen as a 
compelling goal to be achieved-but 
pain to be avoided. Not only must our 
graduates make the right choices in life 
-they must accept and bear the pain 
that those choices may bring. The educa
tional task, then, is to concentrate not 
only on liberating the student from ig
norance and bias, but to give them the 
inner strength to make and accept pain
ful choices. 

If the mission of education is to con
quer ignorance, then the mission of 
Christian education is to supply purpose 
and motive for the conquest. 

In addition to making the right choices 
-a second compelling reason for our 
working to advance the mission of Abi
lene Christian University is: 

Our students can be inspired to be 
servant-leaders in a soc1ety craving 
character and sensitivity more than 
just knowledge and professional ex
pertise. 
Leaders in any field of human en

deavor, in the truest sense of leaders, 
must first become servants. This concept 
of servant leadership is becoming in
creasingly popular in business manage
ment circles. An exponent of this view 
writes: 

11 A great leader is seen as a servant 
first, and that simple fact is the key to 
his greatness." 

Again, this is not new. Jesus said the 
same thing almost 2,000 years ago: 

11But whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant, and who
ever would be first among you must 
be your slave" (Matthew 20: 26-27). 

This lesson of servant-leader has been 
learned well on this campus. Our heri
tage dramatically reflects this. 

The heritage of Abilene Christian Uni
versity is documented by our distin
guished graduates and former students. 

Consider the thousands of young 
women, educated on this campus, who 
are makers of Christian homes. They 
are devoted wives who have helped 
their husbands. They are fulltime 
mothers to their children, dedicated 
to the task of creating whole persons. 

They are engaged in a calling more 
challenging, more fulfilling, and more 
creative than that of chemists, artists or 
professors. They exemplify a regard 
for service over status. 
Or consider those men and women in 
fulltime Christian service-with local 
churches, on mission fields, in Chris
tian education and other Chris
ian ministries. Their circles of influence 
are extending beyond time and space. 
Remember, for many the initial sparks 
that ignited their spirits and set their 
lives of Christian service on track were 
generated on this campus. 

Other graduates serve and lead with dis
tinction in many fields-in public educa
tion, as classroom teachers, principals, 
coaches, and administrators; others in 
business, law, medicine, architecture, 
health, science, and higher education; 
and still others in government, the mili
tary, and public health. We have evi
dence that this strong tradition of service 
will continue. Of our present students 
who have declared "majors," more than 
50% are now committed to careers de
signed to serve people. 

The ACU heritage is a living demon
stration that the teaching and learning 
that take place on this campus does make 
a difference-to our families, our com
munities, our nation, and the church. 

The future of private education is not 
risk-free! We must find innovative 
methods to compete in the economic 
environment of tomorrow as well as in 
Century 21. New levels of giving must be 
generated. 

Whatever the ebb and flow of our 
economic tides, we will hold fast to our 
historic, unchanging, and non-negotiable 
principles. We shall continue to make a 
conscious effort on this campus to en
able each student to confront basic 
spiritual issues. These include God's call 
to all men. Every day on this campus 
these spiritual realities are exalted: 

• God, who is the source and sus
tainer of all life; 

• The Word of God, which gives 
meaning and direction to all human 
learning; and 

• Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who 
calls us to renewal, hope, and im-

mortality. 
These realities are reinforced in courses 
taught from a Christian perspective. Our 
teachers also transmit these values by 
word and by personal faith. 

These stabilizing and inspiring influ
ences of Christian teachers-far from be
ing "intangibles"-are the silent build
ing stones in this university's educational 
process. Our teachers, scholars, research
ers, and staff are united in these efforts 
that transcend the classroom. 

If our founding principles must be 
sacrificed as an alternative to survival, 
then let us die honorably-to the glory 
of God. As my predecessors have ob
served: The name of this institution is 
not merely Abilene University, but Abi
lene Christian University. 

Finally, we will have met our test as an 
academic institution when every student 
who earns a diploma has that special 
quality of greatness described by Karl 
Trevor: 

The great man lives in the midst of the 
multitude, essentially alone. 
His world is their world, but he has 
visions of a better. 
He rises above his age like a moun
tain out of a plain. 
He is the prophet of tomorrow. 
His contemporaries thus fail to under
stand him. 
His thoughts are not their thoughts, his 
language is not their language. 
He faces the future, they face the past. 
He summons them to climb to the 
heights, they are satisfied with the 
low lands. 
Their world is provincial, his is uni
versal. 
They worship tradition, he is a de
votee of progress. 

Our numbers are not few. Our re
sources are not small. On this day, I find 
that exciting: OR-exciting to thmk that 
we in the Abilene Christian family have 
so much to work with, so much more 
than those before us. We can aspire to a 
destiny that others could not imagine. 

Students are here, and others are com
ing. The faculty and staff are in place. 
Our cause is a magnificent one. Let us 
together renew our commitment to the 
building of a university dedicated to in
stilling a sense of the sacred in our 
students. 

If we truly believe our rurpose is 
noble, then our response wil be noble. 
Let us stay near to God and close to man, 
doing what we can to bring the two 
together. 

I now ask for your help and your 
prayers. With God's help, 1 pledge my
self to this task. Thank you. 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

OH 

LECTURES TO HONOR J. C. BAILEY 
The Bible Faculty of Western Chris

tian College announces the first annual 
). C. Bailey lectures which was held 
March 18, 19, 1982 in the Weyburn 
church building. 

The lecture series, designed to honor 
pioneer evangelist J. C. Bailey, focused 
particular attention on restoration and 
basic New Testament teaching. 

2-Year Program ~~.., For Information Call: 
Tuition Free ( · '§,,_ - ~ (214) 526-7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved g" · 'j 'reston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers -i=' 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available 0, pll. ,,. •. ·; Dallas, Texas 75205 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30, 1982 

offered by 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

Christian Ministers Assoc. Inc. 
· (non-profit) LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Continuous enrollment with 
two plans to choose from 

GROUP LIFE AVAILABLE 
GROUP ANNUITY 

RETIREMENT PLAN 
GUARANTEED ISSUE 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Health Rates guaranteed until 
May of 1982 with no increase 

from last year 
Contact: 

LEONARD MULLENS 
ADMINISTRATOR 

P.O. Box828 
SALADO, TEXAS 76571 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the N ortheas~t to preach in the · N:ortheas,t! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
Plans only offered to workers among 
Churches of Christ Foreign Workers 
and students in training for full time 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fu:rtther 
information---contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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work covered at same rate as 
resident Americans 

Co11erage good anywhere 

Bear Valley Church of Christ 

MILITARY 
OUTREACH 

CHRISTIAN 
TRAINING 
IN THE FIELD 

Both State Side 
and Overseas 

Mail Requests to: 
Richard Brant (USN Ret) 
Coordinator Military Outreach 
2707 So. Lamar, 
Denver, CO 80227 

Residence Training is approved for V.A. and there 
are NO TUITION charges. Classes begin in 
September and February. 

LEARN TO BE 
a more effective worker for the Lord 

DEVELOP 
greater skill as a Bible teacher 

ADD 
greater depth to your spiritual life 

PREPARE 
to teach God's word to others 

l Bear Valley has been training men and 
women since 1965. However until now it has 
been necessary to come to Denver. Now as a 
result of this new program Bear Valley is in a 
position to send a qualified teacher to your 
location. 

To take advantage of this opportunity at NO COST to the 
local congregation making the request (except a $10.00 fee 
per student to help offset expenses) simply write indicating 
the desired date and subject. 

The normal length of stay is 2 weeks; however, longer 
periods can be arranged. 

FIRM FOU)'.IDAT!O i~-APRIL 20, 1982 
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New School of Biblical Studies 
Opened in 'New Zealand 

The elders of the Lakewood Church of 
Denver have announced the beginnings 
of The South Pacific School of Biblical 
Studies in Tauranga, New Zealand. The 
school, designed to train South Pacific 
natives to be preachers, teachers and 
church leaders, opened doors for the 
first time in january 1982. This school, 
under the oversight of the Lakewood 
congregation, is being directed by Peter 
Craig. 

Craig is a native of New Zealand, and 
is a product of earlier mission efforts by 
the Lakewood congregation. 

Craig will be assisted in teaching re
sponsibility by Terry Brown. Brown, 
formerly of the Bible department of 
Lubbock Christian College, has been in 
New Zealand the past ten months pre
paring for the opening of the school. 

For more information, please write or 
call the Lakewood congregation at 455 
South Youngfield Court, Lakewood, Col
orado 80228. 

Go With BreeheenjFaullcner 

Carl & Smitty 

British Isles Tour, August 5, '82 

Holy Land, August, 1983 

Couples, families, singles all ages 

Contact: Pau l Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi· 
lene, Texas 79699 

Send for Brochure 
Paul & Gladys 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Southwestern 
Singing School 

June 13 - 18, 1982 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

1. Let each m i ce greet the dmm wi th song; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 

NEED SPACE? 
SE·AT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

. ern~s 

ctxJR.cbes OJ= CbR.fst: 
frJSCJROrx:e gR.CXJp 

* E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) .... .. .. ... . ..... $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual . ... .... . . . ... $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible . . $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) . .. .. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
.at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. AU 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found in the group book
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"SerfJing the Need of Our Brethren 

Sinfe 1975" 
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CARIBBEAN EVANGELISTS AVAILABLE 
Perry B. Cotham 

Carol Baptiste, a native of the island 
of St. Vincent, West Indies, has finished 
college training at both Southwestern 
Christian College and Freed-Hardeman 
College, and is now in need of a con
gregation (or individuals) to assist him in 
financial support so that he may return 
home to preach the gospel of Christ. I 
can wholeheartedly recommend Carol 
as an outstanding young man, capable 
of doing a fine work for the Lord. I hope 
some mission-minded eldership, looking 
for a good man to support, will get in 
touch with me or Brother Baptiste im
med iately. 
1814 Santa Cruz, Grand Prairie, TX 75051 

MINISTER 

The Church of Christ in Tempe 
(formerly Broadway) seeks a 
man of deep spiritual commit
ment, an excellent communica
tor, and effective teacher as it 
moves into a new $1.5 million 
facility with 850 seating capaci
ty on 11 + acres. Ten years ex· 
perience and a baccalaureate 
degree expected, a masters or 
higher degree desired. Work 
with 3 other full-time staff. 
Flexible compensation package 
to $36,000. Send resume to: 

SEARCH COMMI'ITEE 

TEl'tiPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2400 S. MILL 

TEMPE, ARIZONA 85282 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617·262·3911 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0 . Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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THIRD ANNUAL 
GREATER VISALIA LECTURESHIP 

THEME: ''Jesus Christ: Son of God'' 

MAIN SPEAKERS: Roy Deaver, Wayne Jackson, Gary Workman 

SCHEDULE 

10:30 A.M. 
10:45 A.M. 
6:00P.M. 
7:30P.M. 

AT WEST VISALIA 

SUNDAY, MAY 9, 1982 
Gary Workman at Central 
Roy Deaver at West Visalia 
Roy Deaver at Central 
Gary Workman at West Visalia 

MONDAY, MAY 10. 1982 

9:00A.M. Roy Deaver "Christ in the Gospel of John" 
10:00 A.M. Wayne Jackson "What it Means to Love Christ" 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson "Christ in the Penteteuch" 
2:00 P.M. Jack Stewart ··He is our Peace" Eph. 2: 14 

AT CENTRAL 
?·OO P M f.i~ry Workm~n 

8:00 P.M. Roy Deaver 
·'Total Commitment to Christ'· 
··Preaching Nothing But Christ and 

Him Crucified·· 

TUESDAY. MAY 11. 1982 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00A.M. Gary Workman "Christ on Marriage. Divorce & Remarriage" 

10:00 A.M. Roy Deaver "Christ in the Gospel of John'· 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson "Christ in the Psalms·· 
2:00P.M. Steve LIOY.d "Christ on False Teachers" 

AT CENTRAL 
7:00P.M. Roy Deaver "All Authority Hath Been Given Unto Me ... " 
8:00P.M. Wayne Jackson "A Question from the Cross" 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 1982 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00 A.M. Roy Deaver "Christ in the Gospel of John" 

10:00 A.M. Gary Workman 'The Spirit Whom Christ Sent" 
1:00 P.M. Wayne Jackson .. Christ in Isaiah" 
2:00P.M. Allen Robertson "Baptism in the name of Jesus" 
AT CENTRAL 
7:00 P.M. Gary Workman "The Death of Christ" 
8:00P.M. Roy Deaver "The Resurrection -Victory 

Through Christ!·· 

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 1982 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00A.M. Wayne Jackson "The Godhead- 3 Persons or 

·Jesus Only'?" 

10:00 A.M. Roy Deaver 
1 :00 P.M. Wayne Jackson 
2:00 P.M. Joe Gilmore 
AT CENTRAL 
7:00 P.M. Roy Deaver 
8:00P.M. Gary Workman 

··Christ in the Gospel of John·· 
··Christ in Zechariah·· 
"Freedom in Christ" 

'·How Christ Can Help Our Homes·· 
"Christ. Our High Priest" 

MAY 9-13, 1982 

A JOINT PRESENTATION OF: 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 S. Church St. 
MARK K. LEWIS. Preacher 

(209) 732-5670 

WEST VISALIA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4400 W. Tulare Ave. 
ALLEN ROBERTSON. Preacher 

(209) 732-7515 

VISALIA, CALIFORNIA 
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SUPER VIDEO VALUE! 
6 presentations on 1/2 inch video tape (VHS, 6-hour 
mode) for $60. Choose from hundreds of presenta
tions. Rentals also available. Send for catalog. 

CHRISTIAN VIDEO SERVICE, Box 4174, 
Lancaster, CA 93539 (805) 942-4459 

CHI~IIf;HES OF CHIIIST -
ST.t~Tt~ ttt" «~ .. "Lit"OIIXI.:~ 

If you haven't checked with us-you ntay be paying too 111uclz 
for your insurance!!! 
We will provide quotes for: A II types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street • Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

Brecheen/Faulkner 

~ 
.Enrichment 
Seminar 

1982 SCHEDULE 
APRIL 16-17 San Antonio, 1X (512) 824-4568 Sunset Ridge Church of Christ, 95 Brees, 78209 
MAY 7-8 Federal Way, WA (206) 839-2755 Church of Christ at Federal Way, 30012 S. Military 

Rd., 98003 
MAY 14-15 Burlington, MA (617) 272-6430 Burlington church of Christ, 344 Cambridge Street, 

Box 217, 01803 
JUNE 11-12 San leandrO", CA (415) 568-7062 Church of Christ, 601 MacArthur Blvd., 94577 
JUNE 25-26 Cedar Falls, lA (319) 266-5039 Cedarloo church of Christ, Scenic & lorna, 50613 
JULY 2-3 Sao Paulo, Brazil, lnstituto de Estudos Biblicos, Caixa Postal 30.217, 01000--Capital 

-SaO' Paulo, Brasil 
AUGUST 5-19 British Isles Tour Brecheen-Faulkner and friends (send for brochure), ACU Sta

tion, Box 7518, Abilene, 1X 79699 
AUGUST 20-21 Wembley, Middlesex, England 01-904-9667 Wembley church of Christ 92 Barn-

. hill Road, HA9 9BS ' 
SEPTEMBER 17-18 Richmond, VA (804) 264-8040 Church of Christ, 4006 Hermitage Road Box 

9245,23227 , 
OCTOBER 8-9 Indianapolis, IN (317) 352-9296 Southeastern church of Christ, 6500 Southeast· 

ern Ave., 46203 · 
NOVEMBER 5-6 Denton, 1X (817) 382-5052 University church of Christ, 403 Welch Street 

76201 , 
DECEMBER 3-4 El Paso, 1X (915) 593-2772 Church of Christ in Eastwood, 10104 Album Ave 

79925 ., 
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For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

WANTED: 
CAMPUS MINISTER 

Need qualified young man to ini
tiate campus evangelism. Will be 
working primarily with students at 
Kearney State College (enroll
ment over 7,000). Mail resume 
to: 

ELDERS, ·Kearney 
Church of Christ 
225 E. 26th St. 

Kearney, NE 68847 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Broelaure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 28-July 2 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. Great 
Christian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "Christ in You, 
The Hope of Glory" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
Reuel Lemmons Steven Lemley 
M. Norvel Young Emily Lemley 
Helen Young Elza Huffard 
Larry Roberts Elijah Anthony 

Lan;y Van Steenberg 
Wil C. Goodheer, Director . 

r·········-························· 
PJease send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name ---------

Address---------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: WiJ C. Gooclheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1·215-265-1585 

L------------------------------------· 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdvertiJJinl:' in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congre~rationa 

advertisinJr meetin~r places, preachers aeekin~r wor k or conll'regations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALL EY CHURCH O F CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching-Personal Evang<:lism-Missions 
Exception al Curriculum for Women 

.,approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray- Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
F ORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Houthslde Churc h of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
rnler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. S u n . 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7 :00 P .M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-102 4 

S ee Yellow Pages For S e rvice Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. Irvinll' St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 60). Con venient to 
nation 's capital & historic N. Vn. Lord's Day 
Wor ship 10:30 A.M.. G :00 P .M. ; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph, 628-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiri tual Feast. 
CHA.THAJII, N. J .. Fairmount a nd S o uthe rn 
B lvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 o r 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
r elat ives or friends in Alaska. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF l'REA.CHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Plea•anfon, CaUfornlll 941166 
J ames W. Ferguson, Sr., Dlrec·tor 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Chr ist, 4647 H ouaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonnb!e rates. For 
more information call 615-965-9622 or write Robert 
F . Graham at 312 Bell£ield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

L"OS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover S treets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6 :00 P .M. 
Minbters: Lewis F rbb,., 714-622-2586; 

-----~p="::=u;:l,.,H;:=:.arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Chr ist . 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 {;enter . St., V.F.W. H a ll. 
Su nday classes. 10: 16; Worship, 11:00, Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. V isitors Welcom e. W rite about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
11:V ANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Jlforgnn A,..e~ 
U.S. 400 E nd Oppo&l t e K -lllart. Offlee 4'l''l'· 
SZ71. Hobby Wade. Min. 4'76-4056. 
Rrislol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-B1 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNI A. 
Sierra Children"s H ome is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christ ian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. IC interested . contact Steve Bergman. Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOO;;:I,:,{;,S-,B'"'o'"'u=G-=H"'T=-.-=w=-=-ay_n_e--,S"'t,...e-p'"he-n-s, 
P .O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklnhom 11 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA.- Vnlley Chureb of 
Chrl"t, C o me vlslt u s. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (ot Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers : Robert Blair and Dale Li nge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

MINISTER wanted: Bitbu rg Germany Church o f Ch rist 
needs a minister to help carry o n a German work and 
preach 75% of time to m ilitary community. Fu!l time 
support available by congregation. Position avai!ab!e 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Chu rch of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call. (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 fo r 
times and place of servrces. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY N EGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST . BOX 444. FALFURRI AS, TEXAS 78355 . 
Phone: 512/348-8005. 

Preacher wanted who is sound in the doctr ine for a 
smal! congregation in centra! California farming com
munrty. Three bedroom house, u tility allowance, and 
sa!ary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 
Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with. desire and potentia! for growth. Must have ap
proxrmately one-half m inister's support. We can fur
n ish m in ister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 mires of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 mi!es north of area, p!ease write 
Church of Chris t, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 53157. 
ATT'N. MILITARY UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. ' "E." 
St . Sund11y 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P .M . Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly, Min. 795-2311. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIDLES-write for free 
len~her samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-S105. 
;,SINGLE AGA IN? THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READ!NC 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR LIFE. SING LES 
BEYOND COLLEGE AGE HAVE FEWER OPPORTUN I· 
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN ALWAYS-SING LE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 2925, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Ch rist, P. O. Box 372, 
Marquette, M! 49855. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
WANTED: Ful!-time preacher for a hard-working con
gregation of 190 of the Lord's people in southern 
California. Th is is a close kn it family of Christians who 
have the reputation of being the friendliest congregatio n 
anywhere. There is fantastic growth potential in this 
area and our present building wi!! seal 550. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic man experienced in all 
phases of church growth and ed ification. We see a great 
fu ture for the church here in Downey and want some
one who can help p!an the work and work the plans. 
!f interested in becoming part of this evangelistic effort, 
please send complete resume, references, 1 o r 2 
taped sermons, and fami ly photo to: Elders, Imperial 
Hwy. Church of Christ, 8321 E. Imperia! Hwy., Downey, 
Ca. 90242. Phone: (21 3) 869-3610. Position open May 1 , 
19B2. 
THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM ACE 30-50 W ITH 
CHILDREN. SMALL TOWN, LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544, ROSE
BUD, TEXAS 76570. 
Preacher, wi th full traver funds to the U.S., from 
present location, desires to find position in Southwest 
U.S., but will consider others. Will be re tu rning late 
in July, 1982. !f interested, contact Will iam C. Driver; 
P.O. Box 3003; Balboa, Panama. (Air mail o nly) Or 
cal! (overseas operator) Balboa, Panama-52-2480. 
YUJIIA., A.IUZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6 :3-Q p .m . Ph. 344-3750 
The Frisco TX Congregation needs an evangelist. Full 
time only. Write jim Jackson, Box 904, Frisco, TX, 
75034 or Call col!ect: 214-377-2813. 
Fu II time min isler -n·:..e..:e:...:d,.:e...;d:c..;..f o-'r=pc::re.:..a-c'"h ,..i n_g_a_n d-:-!._e_r_s_o_n a-"1 
work. Smal! congregation. Home fu rnishe . Send 
resume Church o f Ch rist, 2445 Via Acosta, Monte
bel!o, CA 90640. 
Experienced Mrnisler. Harding Graduate. B.A. in Bib!e. 
Desiring to relocate this summer. 501-425-3512. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spread ing Cod's Word in the northeast. Position 
avai lable after April 1, 19B2. Congregation self
su fficien t. Send resu me and names of three references 
to Church of Ch rist, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: Will iam Nichols. 
Simple, Sound Gospel Preacher seeks congregation 
that wants the truth on!y. 50 yrs. o!d and ready to 
work. Is. 6:8. Call 1-713/743-4091 after 6 p. m. 

We are in need of a good gospel p reacher In Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Popu lation approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or cal!: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville. Texas 78580 
512·689-2805 or 
512-689-24B4. 

"Youth minister wanted fo r church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: AI 
!east bache lor degree in Bible o r related fie!d with 
strong d esire for youth work. Applicant shou ld send 
resume with references. transcn pt, a tape of a class 
taught o r sermon de live r~d to: Youth. C'!mmittee, 
University Church of Chrrst, 1555 Unrversrly Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WI FE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHAN ICS 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPU! 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERI ENCE, NURSING, 
CAPAB LE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARG E GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (n ight/weekends), or write to Route 16 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. ' 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMO:JATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $15, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxvi l!e, Tn. 37921. 

Smal! congregatio n in need of a semi-retired minis ter 
with partial support. Send resume to Church o f Christ, 
615 "A" Street, Orland, Calif. 95953. 

"Min ister needed; progressive minded! Growing con
gregation of 200 needs evangelistic energtic preacher 
to work with us in Sullivan, !N. New bu ilding, two 
e!d ers, adequate salary, willing workers. Cal! 612-
266-35B9; 812-299-4630; 812-397-2531." 

WORLD'S FAIR VISITORS- Stay in the Smokiesl Chris
tians wi th 8 new mobi !e homes (sleep 6) $125 night 
and 2 NEW chalet homes (sleep 10) 5225 night. All 
wi th color T.V., Air· Cond. and kitchens. Ideal for 
groups. Contact : FAIR-SMOK!ES V!SIT P.O. Box 125, 
Sevierville, Tn. 37B62. Phone A.C. 615-453-8884, 453-
6247, 453-8009. 

FOR SALE: A. B. Dick offset printer #310 and platemaker 
#111, p!us supp lies, $2500. Top condition. (214) 569-
2046. C of Christ, P.O. Box 104, Mineola, Texas 75773. 

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick #525 manual Mimeograph and 
supp lies, $150. Top condition . (214) 569-3973. Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 104, Mineo!a, Texas 75773. 

FOR SALE: 36, 12-foot pews with cushions, pulpit, 
tab le, and ace. Available 15 June 1982. 54000. (21 4) 
569-3973. Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 104, Mineola, 
Texas 75773. 

ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin p!ant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your •open door· 
to work with the small , but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. Fo r more info rmation contact Brian 
Carnell, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentvi!!e, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full lime 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 

R.N.'s, l.P.N.'s or L.V.N.'s: There is a need for a few 
good licensed nurses in Carlsbad, New Mexico. If you 
want to move to a wonderful climate and work in a 
Chr istian nursing home, contact: Lakeview Christian 
Nursing Home of the Southwest, !nc., 1300 N. Car.a! 
St., Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220. 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching avai!able June 1 st1 1982. Served fast ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per
sonal worker whi!e working in the secular field. Refer
ences furnished upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membersh ip. Call 1-505-
B69-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvia) Will ingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desi res to re locate with a 
congregation. Cal! T. A. Grice (817>" 427-5485. 
FOR SALE: Sony ¥• " video cassette recorder, model 
#2600 used o n!y a few hours. List for $2600.00, asking 
$1700.00. Call area code 806-352-5647. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVI LLE! Only 35 
mi!es from Fair sile-Bib!e Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worsh ip 6:30-Wednes
d ay 7:30 PM-AII limes EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxvil le-Ki ngston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

Note to s ubscribers: Please g ive y o ur old 
address as well as y our n ew address when 
you move. 

INVESTIGATE! The Finn Foondntton 
trl e.o to sereet~. ad .... ertblng, nnd will not 
kno•Tingly take qoe"tlonnble acJ,..ertJ•Ing, 
But 1t Is the render'• respon•lblllty t o In· 
ve•tlgate. Like nny other paper, we •ome
Ume• unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
A.8 the old •nylng goe•, before you ln,..e•t . 
lnve,.tlgatel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one·year inte rnship. 
Qual ify to be a full · time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER o r PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for d etails to S ch ool of Personal Evangc· 
lis m at Church of Chris t, 3380 Co!eman 
Avenu e, P.O . Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
3812 2. Phone: (901) 324·8831 o r (901) 324· 
01 20. NO TUIT!ON. 
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& -Marine REX BOYKIN, .,-aduatc or 
SPE and now Minister or Personal E...,.e
lism (Of the OiJfwood church in Dallas: 

. ' 
ROD KYLE, sraduatc or SPE and Minis· ' & ·social worker and hlah school counsel-

~ 
Preston Road School or Prcachlna arad· 
uate, BUDDY FRY, also SPE lf'dtat< 
and f\'finister of PmonaJ EV'U\&cUsm in the 
Southside church in Fort Wonh: 

...r 
Vdcra.n mission worker, CHARLES 
CHANDLER. B.A .. M.A., flyannls,Mass .. 
araduat< or SPE and now conductin& per· 
sonal evanadlsm troinin& dasocs \luouah· 
OUI the Nonhc:ast and Europe: 

ter of Pmonal Evan&dism for the: church 
in WdlillJtOn, New Zda.nd: 

or, DAVID R,to.NOLE, currcnts:tudcnt at 
SPE: 

' 'A lttruling IM !Xhool of Proctrcol 
E>v!lltlism rompltttly c114nrtd my 
thlnkint and my ""Y of lift. It 
dtwlop<d and solldl/l<d my rommit
mmt to CJviSl Jt:SWS ond pwo tM 11 

ltt'W cor«r dil'tdlon. '' 

"My ~ri~n« in Arlington t.m trr
mmdous for my ~rsonal dnt>fop. 
mmt t:md hdptd mt «quirt rww soul· 
..,.,·nm~t~ motbtttion and skills. " 

"Flndmgthis School MUJ on ofiS'ItioW to 
my pra)WS. 1M studin. tM C'Gmpaign 
txptri<nas. and tlw ftl/oW1hip with 
Olhtr tommilltd Otnstions (UF rmng 
1M M"' spintuDI SlfTf1llh OJtd mt>ll\'0--

11011 IO gnor tJw Lord.'' 

"1M mast important part of my t.X· 
ptrimcr in tM School was lmrnif11 
how to (/fmi,Wy tmch 01Mn 01t o 
OtJrroi(J.(J(Wbmif. '' 

'7M School was IM si~t~k mMI 
Utflumtiol /«tor in kodlftl rM to 
dt\'01~ my IV~ to lrallll/IZ Olhrn, 
and ;, raw lfW a foundiJtion and 
mo/IWJtion tltot I had not rrai't'«< 
~ .. ,..._ .. 

The School of 
Practical Evangelism 

made a po1Nerful 
difference in the lives of 

these men. The same 
11-month experience 

could bring ne1N 
purpose and direction 

to your life. 
School of Practical Evangelism 

1601 North Davis Drive 
Arlington, Texas 76012 

(817) 277-1335 

FACULTY: Guy V. Caskey, preacher and former 
missionary; Bill Harmon, motivation specialist 
through his background in sales for major industry; 
and Jim Yarian, graduate of University of Texas at 
Arlington and specialist in one-on-one teaching and 
interpersonal relations. 

Applications now being received for 

12th Annual Session, beginning 

Sept. 13, 1982 

r.----~--~-------~----1 0 Send me more mformanon about the School of Practtcal Evangelism. 

I 0 Please callme at( ) _____ ____ _ 
1 Area Code Phone No. 

I 0 Enclosed are names and addresses of prospective students. 

I FROM: 

I 
I 
I 

Name 

Address I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

City, State and Zlp Code 

Mail To: School of Practical Evangelism 
North Davis church of Christ 
1601 North Davis Drive 
Arlington, Texas 76012 
(817) 277-1335 

\ 
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Men attending the 20th Annual Christian Men's Retreat, at 
Camp Tanda, Big Bear lake, California are pictured here. 
Elders, deacons, ministers, and members attended. Among 
the speakers were Jake Coppinger, Maurice Hall, Glenn Boyd, 
John Banks, and Mike Armour. Theme of the retreat was "Ex
panding the Borders of the Kingdom." 

Austin, 'fex~ril 27, 1982 
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~Jiloria/ 

A Workshop on Church Leadership 

We have just concluded a three day workshop on 
church leadership with the Alberta congregation in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. One session dealt with elders' 
work, another with deacons' work, a third with con
gregational responsibilities and a fourth with individual 
obligations. 

In preparation for the workshop we strengthened our 
own conviction that the most serious moment in a 
church's history is the occasion of appointing elders. 
There is a growing tendency to put aside what the 
Bible says about the qualities that elders must have in 
favor of names on a prospect list. When a congregation 
is asked to suggest names for new elders, invariably, al
most a broad list of names is submitted including glar
ingly unqualified people. The pressure is on to select 
some new elders, and the church winds up with leaders 
it didn't know enough about. Most of our congre
gational problems spring from mistakes made in select
ing elders. It would be better to get along without elders 
than to select the wrong ones. 

Two things stand out when such a situation exists: 
(1) the members of the congregation do not know much 
about each other-not as much as we should at least; 
and (2) we are missing the mark in maturing Christians 
to the point where material is abundant when the need 
arises. 

When we suggest for elders people whom we do not 
know enough about, how can we pledge. ourselves to 
submit to them 1 If there are skeletons in closets that 
should be found out before-not after-selection. If 
there are weaknesses in character, when compared with 
Paul's eldership quality list set down in Timothy and 
again in Titus, they should be known before selection. 
In recent times our world has changed until the aver
age congregation is a gathering of strangers. We know 
very little about each other, actually. We move in and 
out until we do not have an opportunity to learn about 
each other, and are so absorbed in our own private af
fairs that each is insulated from the other. Knowledge 
on the level that inspires trust and confidence enough 
for submission hardly exists. 

This condition contributes to the increasingly difficult 
task of maturing Christians and training them for lead
ership. We are woefully deficient in our training. One's 
relgion cannot be on the periphery of his interests. 
Some way must be found to produce total commitment. 
No business concern would hire a manager who gave 
the business less than his entire devotion. One reason 
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why the church is failing is that thousands upon thou
sands of elders give it only their spare time and their 
casual interest. Paul's many references to his own com
mitment would make a good model for those who 
would desire the work of an overseer. 

We deserve the results of our bad choices when we 
select men we do not know enough about, and when 
we set aside the Bible injunctions regarding church 
leaders in favor of popularity or politics. 

The man in the pew must take seriously his obliga
tion. Christianity is not a thing we can play with. It is a 
real God-man covenant with serious responsibilities 
upon the part of both. God will not fail. We must not 
fail. 

Most 11Christian" religion in the world is the result of 
the spreading doctrine of "autonomous self" which 
rebels against the authority of God, and proceeds to 
give us someone's own revelation. We want what we 
want, and we select what and whom we choose. Church 
government becomes a political affair rather than a 
spiritual affair. Only the Holy Spirit can make elders. He 
works through the word to mold spiritual power and 
authority. The church must provide opportunities for 
him to have his way with us. 

We suffer because the weak and lazy drop out of in
volvement in the life of the church and reduce their 
11world" to one they can control-by themselves alone. 
In the world of the "micro-self'' one cannot distinguish 
between a saint and a heathen. It is the responsibility of 
the church to break people out of the prison of self and 
get them involved in the welfare of others. This is the 
only way we can produce a constant supply of leader
ship talent. Personally, we see very little training going 
on in our brotherhood preparing men for future service 
as elders. 

We would encourage every congregation to conduct 
a workshop on church leadership. It should. be a "think 
session," not a bunch of speeches to be soon forgotten. 
We believe if our best brethren in each congregation 
would put their heads together for three days they could 
come up with practical plans for improving the congre
gation's internal workings. If we gave more thought to 
leadership training we would undoubtedly have better 
leadership. 

FmM FOUNDA.TION 
Reue1 Lemmon•, Editor 

Volume 99 (USPS 191-120) Number 17 

PubUabocl weekly except the 1ut Tuescla7 In December by the Finn Founda
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Opposing Doctrinal Error 
WALTER SWAIN 

When the church first began, and spread from Jerusalem 
into all the world it opposed only non-Christian error and 
false doctrine. It came up against man made religions, the 
old Jewish system, and emperor worship in the Roman Em
pire. The thrust of their teaching and preaching was to pro
claim Jesus Christ as Lord, and as God's gift to man to pro
vide salvation for all. 

Early preaching sought to declare to jews that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Messiah, and Son of God, who had fulfilled 
the Law of Moses, met all the prophecies of the Old Testa
ment, and was now to be Lord of jew and Gentile, through 
the gospel of Christ, the New Covenant. To the Gentile, it 
was declared that the God who made us and all things has 
called all men to repentance through Jesus Christ his Son; 
and has assured us of this fact by the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. This was basically the apostle Paul's message 
to the wise men of Mars Hill in Athens. 

Today we find ourselves in a completely different religious 
environment than that day. The message of Christ has been 
taken for hundreds of years into all the world. Hundreds of 
different groups proclaim the basic facts of the Bible. They 
believe in God as creator, the Bible as God's Word, and 
Christ as Savior, through his blood shed on Calvary. But 
beyond this we find thousands of different doctrines and 
practices concerning how one is saved, how to JNOrship 
God, how to live the Christian life, what is to be religious 
authority, etc. These doctrinal differences divide men into all 
the denominations of what is called the Christian religion 
today. 

Therefore, as those who believe in and seek to restore the 
pattern of Christian teaching, worship, and living as found in 
the New Testament, we find ourselves continually fighting a 
battle against false doctrine connected with Christ and the 
Bible. Some of this false doctrine we oppose is even within 
the church itself. 

Because of this we need to use the proper approach in 
opposing doctrinal error, whether it is found in denomina
tions or in the Lord's church. Perhaps it would be well to 
remember the following suggestions in doing so. 

The New Testament scriptures are the only authority today 
for man religiously. This fact must be mutually established 
before any discussion of doctrine can be conducted. All other 
authorities must be eliminated. Also, let us be sure that 
we do not place ourselves or any one else above the Word. 
In opposing doctrinal error we must keep the Word of God 

uppermost before us as the only standard of what is right or 
wrong. 

We must agree that we can understand God's word alike 
in all matters of faith. Some reject this idea, and believe it is 
impossible to do so. It should be pointed out to such per
sons that God is able to communicate his will to us in a way 
we can understand it, or he would not hold us responsible to 
obey it. There can be no doctrinal agreement until there is 
mutual agreement on this fact. 

We should remember that numbers do not make right. The 
truth believed by no one is still truth. Doctrinal error believed 
by millions is still error. How long something has been be
lieved, how many believe it, or who believes it does not 
make something right or wrong. 

Our attitude as we study and discuss a subject is most im
portant. The example of Priscilla and Aquila should be mani
fested by all as we study. Luke tells us that when they heard 
Apollos teaching false doctrine (in this case concerning bap
tism) they took him aside and "expounded unto him the way 
of God more accurately" (Acts 18:26). They did not judge. 
They did not give ·their opinion. They simply taught Apollos 
"the way of God." Apollos was left to study and to make his 
decision on his own. Notice also, they went directly to the 
one teaching the error. 

And last of all, it would be well to remember the golden 
rule. jesus said to treat others the way you would want them 
to treat you. This applies to correcting doctrinal errors in 
others. If you want others to respect your intelligence and 
judgment, respect theirs. If you want others to be fair and 
honest with you, treat them likewise. If you don't want 
others to be judgmental of you, don't be judgmental of 
them. Approach others to correct them the way you would 
want them to approach you when you are in error. 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.60 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas 7876'7 
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WALk. WITH THE MASTER 

Amazing Grace-

"I'm Redeemed" CLIFTON ROGERS 

Are you saved? One preacher's answer to that question was, 
"I'm working at it-but I'll not know the final answer until 
judgment day." To which his inquire.r responded, "Ah, an un
saved preacher who ministers with an unsaved congrega
tion!" How sad! Oh, yes, there is a difference between being 
saved from the guilt of sin, of being brought into a state of 
salvation in Christ Jesus, and the everlasting salvation for 
those who have kept the faith (note Mark 16:15, 16; 1 Peter 
3:21; and Romans 13:11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8). But that question 
deserves the positive answer, "Indeed! Yes, I am saved!!" 

We sing it in the words of Fanny J. Crosby: 
"Redeemed-how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed thro' His infinite mercy, 
His child, and forever, I am. 
Redeemed and so happy in Jesus, 
No language my rapture can tell; 
I know that the light of His presence 
With me doth continually dwell." 

We sing it in the words of james Rowe: 
Sweet is the song I am singing today; 
I'm redeemed! I'm redeemed! 
Trouble and sorrow have vanished away; 
I have been redeemed! 
I'm redeemed by love divine, 
Glory, glory, Christ is mine, Christ is mine, 
All to him I now resign, 
I have been redeemed!" 

So, let's speak it, and pray it, and think it. This is not wish
ful thinking. You and I, believing in Jesus as the Christ with 
all our hearts, sincerely repented of our sins and were bap
tized into him. We are saved. Just as the early Christians 
trusted in his promises, so do we. just as they considered 
themselves to be saved, so do we. just as they exulted in 
their salvation (see 1 Peter 1 :3-12), so do we. 

I Am Forgiven! 
Forgiven! What a difference there is between being for

given and being unforgiven. Look at the penitent sinners
forgiven-in the Old Testament. How King David yearned for 
and plead for forgiveness (Psalm 51 :1-17). Comes the objec
tion, "Oh, but I have been taught that people back then 
didn't really have forgiveness of their sins .... Rather, their 
sins were 'rolled forward' year by year until the death of 
Christ on the cross." Ah, but they really did receive forgive
ness of their sins! Among the many, many passages on this 
theme, please read at least these for confirmation of that 
conclusion: Exodus 34:7; Leviticus 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:10, 13, 
16, 18; 6:7; Numbers 14:18; 15:25-28; Deuteronomy 21 :8; 
Psalms 32:1; 130:4; Isaiah 33:24). True, the blood of bulls 
and goats could not take away sins (Hebrews 10:4), but the 
forgiveness was granted by Jehovah in view of the death of 
the Christ who was to suffer and die in punishment for the 
sins. That's explained beautifully in Romans 3:25, 26. They 
didn't understand that their forgiveness was in Jesus Christ, 
but they did understand that forgiveness was theirs. 

You and I, however, do know how we came to be forgiven. 
For God to be just (in that sin was punished) and justifier (in 
that the sinner can be saved), jesus "his own self bare our 
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sins in his body upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, 
might live unto righteousness" (1 Peter 2:24). What over
flowing gratitude there is-not only because of the fact of 
our forgiveness, but also because One would love us enough 
to die in our stead so that we could be saved! Redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb! 

Forgive Mel Forgiveness was not a desperate need only 
of the past, i.e., when we turned from sin to Christ and were 
baptized for the remission of our past guilt (Acts 2:38; 22:16). 
We were baptized into Christ jesus (Romans 6:1-4), and 
even now forgiveness comes day by day (1 John 2:1, 2). 
There are sins of thought and word and deed; there are sins 
of the flesh and of the disposition; there are sins of doing 
and of not doing; there are sins of doing right things for the 
wrong reasons; there are sins of erring from the truth; there 
are secret sins. We miss the mark. We transgress. We violate 
our consciences. We may even waver in our faith. Oh, but 
we are on no guilt trip. Ours is a humble, penitent spirit that 
sincerely improves, "Father, forgive!" We even understand 
that when we fail to pray for forgiveness we are very likely to 
take our sins and weaknesses for granted, that we may grow 
to the point of being comfortable in our sins. Conscience 
can indeed be seared. "Father, forgive" has us facing our
selves as we face our Heavenly Father every day. Then
peace! 

Accepting Forgiveness. The amazing thing is that many 
people have difficulty in accepting God's forgiveness. They 
keep feeling and acting as if they had not really been for
given. Forgive means forgiven. Some would evidently feel 
far more comfortable about it if they could "make pen
ance"-thereby earning their way back into the good graces 
of the Father. They are so ashamed-and, oh, if they could 
only somehow show God how ashamed and penitent they 
are! That isn't his way. The broken and contrite heart (Psalm 
51 :17) has been seen by him. The prayer for forgiveness in 
Christ has been voiced from a heart of sincere penitence. 
God has forgiven! Now is the time to accept his forgiveness, 
to rejoice in thanksgiving, to be at peace. Regrets may re
main, even as surely the apostle Paul for a lifetime remem
bered that he had once been the chief of sinners in per
secuting the church of God. But those regrets can mellow life, 
sharpen gratitude, fire zeal! You are forgiven! 

A New Creature 
Forgiven! Praise the Lordi! But the whole of life is not 

found in that one concept. On that wonderful day we were 
forgiven of our past sins we were brought into life, having 
been born anew (John 3:1-18). We are new creatures (2 Cor. 
5 :17). All spiritual blessings are ours (Eph. 1 :3). All that we 
have and know above and beyond the physical elements of 
life, we have because we are in Christ. These spiritual bless
ings are not known by the people of the world-regardless 
of prosperity, intelligence, or culture. The new person (Eph. 
2:16-18), moreover, is part of the brotherhood of believers, is 
a member of Ciod's family with congregational fellowship. All 
of that-and so much more-is found in "I'm Redeemed" 

Let us pray: "Our Heavenly Father, we turn our minds and 
our hearts back to that awful time when we were living in 
sin and for a while didn't even care-excusing ourselves 
and brushing aside the ·loving gift of your love offering for 
our salvation. And now we remember that wonderful time 
when we come to conviction of faith in recognizing we were 
condemned by sin and that Christ jesus is our only propitia
tion. We recall how we felt when we came forth in new life 

(Continued on page 11) 
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What the Preacher Discovered 
Almost 3,000 years ago Solomon, the · 

~reacher, discovered that without God LESLIE LEONARD 3'ad ph1losopher, w~o declared that 
~ife. has no. meaning. A conclusion that 0 was dead. By. th1s he r;neant that 
IS m confhct with what many believe !"land C<?u!d now go 1t alo.ne Without God 
today, but one that is affecting modern man has arrived. He has arrived at the m. hecldmg what was nght and wrong 
man, although they will not admit it. same conclusion that Solomon arrived Wit out the use of revelation. 

Solomon wrote in the book of Ec- at. The only difference being in modern But they could not forsee the next 
clesiastes about his search for an answer !"lan not being capable of understand- wstehpe'reantymore than man today can see 

h mg where he has arrived because he hey have ended B "f 
t? t e question: What is the meaning of ha~ cut ~oose fr<?m the only source of God is dead th G d h up. ecaus~ 1 

~=~lyT~r~ms~~~~s ~=~dcp~.1rnietdasoann P
0

rbi- reliable mformat1on, God's revelation. tho man. So m~n ei~ de~d al~~ b~c~ues~nHf~ 
- ~e ha~ been persuaded to put his trust as no meanmg without God Ex" t 

~~er d~~~ ~hvestigat~r of evherything m fall1ble human reasoning which can has no significance, and the ~ni::r~~~~ 
1 

• • ,· • e resu ~as t e con- only lead to despair. absurd. life has no meaning because 
~ usloh. Va~lty of v.a!lltles, ~ays !he Man arrived at his present conclusion ~an then is entirely mortal. He lives and 
Wehact edr, Vamty of vamtlesl All IS v~mty. because of his attempt to substitute dieS with no past or iutLl.l"e tiie product 

. a a van~age does man have m all · f 1 of blind chance. ' 
his work w.hlch he does under the sun? reasonmg or reve ation. The process Thl"s l·s modern h"lloso h wh"lch A t may have begun as early as the first P p ty 

geneb IOh goes and a generation century as men attempted to synthesize permeates every level of modern life 
(~mrs,. ut t e earth ~~ma~ns forever." Greek and other near east philosophies Cutting man off from God made rna~ 
b c~ · 1 -f-:>d ~h~ 1~ord vam~" can also with Christian thought. But it certainly reach the conclusion that life does not 

e rans a e uti lty or emptmess. did start after the dark ages as men ha':'e any meaning. Man is left without 
h He sought knowledge and came to turned away from mysticism and over sohd footing. He is adrift not realizing 

t e condus_ion: "Because in much wis- spiritualization to the use of reasoning. he has lost his anchor. ' 
dom there IS much grief, and increasing As reason replaced blind acceptance of If man is merely a machine that wears 
knowledge results in increasing pain" ml!c~ that was mere superstitution the out and is discarded without any value 
1:18): He sough~ pleasure and found rel1g1ous scholar began searching for then all rules and regulations can only 
emptmess. "I sa1d of laughter, 'It is what the Bible had to say. This would apply to the present situation. Whatever 
!lladness,' ~nd, of pleasure, 'What does have eventually taken men back to God s~cures the best benefit is the most de
It accomplish? " (2:2). He tried wine and it did brmg about an attempt t~ s1rable. The only good is to be found in 
and he sought riches by building reform apostate religion, but for the self-satisfaction. Even cruelty, murder 
houses, gardens, parks, and vineyards. majority who might have turned back sexual perversion is good if it give~ 
He got wealth in slaves, cattle, flocks to God's ways they were sidetracked pleasure. Fun, or pleasure, becomes the 
g?ld and silver. "Then I turned and re~ into a path that led to man's present only worthwhile goal. Pleasure be
VIewed. all my handiwork, all my labor condition. Of course a later effort at comes the prime motive behind every 
and to1l, and I saw that everything was restoration did call some back. act, and pleasure can be secured 
emptiness and chasing the wind, of Secular philosophers and religious through sex, sports, alcohol, etc. Sue
no profit under the sun" (2:11 NEB). He scholars (it is difficult to distinguish one cess becomes the god to be served be
even compared wisdom and foolishness from the other at times) began blending cause it, and it alone, promises to help 
and f?und that it really didn't matter. the new thought and religion in an at- secure the most pleasure. 
"A w1se man and a fool die the same tempt to harmonize some of the new But these things soon fail to satisfy, 
death! So I hated life, since everything ideas brought on by scientific specu- and peace of mind continues to escape 
that is done under the sun was a trouble lation. those who search. The faster one chases 
to me; for all is emptiness and chasing As Francis Schaffer said in Escape from · fun the faster it seems to recede. An
the wind" (2:16-17). "Then I turned and Reason, "The early scientists also shared other party becomes boring and one 
gave mrself up to despair, reflecting the outlook of Christianity in believing more drunk becomes a burden. Man 
upon al my labor and toil under the that there is a reasonable God, who had ends up without a standard. Madness 
sun" (2:20). created a reasonable universe, and thus becomes more desirable than sanity 

What was it that led him to reach that man, by using his reasoning, could find since in madness one might squeeze out 
conclusion? A conclusion that left him out the universe's form ... it was the one more drop of pleasure. As Michel 
in despair. Simply that man is mortal. biblical mentality that gave birth to Foucault teaches in "Madness and Civili
Everything man does ends up with death modern science." zation," the ultimate freedom is found 
staring him in the face. Death constantly But as men found they could under- in being crazy. "It is a great thing to 
mocks everything he does by reminding stand and discover more about the uni- go insane, for then only can we be truly 
him that in the end it will all mean verse they began to depend more and free." 
not~ing. Of as Solomon said, "Vanity more upon reason instead of revelation. . This might explain many of man's ·a~
(futlle), vamty (futile), says the preacher They started out using science to sup- tlons. As E. L Habden Taylor wrote m 
all is vanity (futile)" (12:8). Of cours~ port religion and ended up assuming "Reformation or Revolution," "Already 
Solomon didn't stop there, but at this that science could explain everything. m~ny of the We~t's leading artists, poets, 
point he had reached the conclusion The result was a complete rejection of pamters, and thmkers, have reached the 
that all men must eventually reach who revelation, and the supernatural, and final stage where human existence is 
follow the process of reasonmg from the making reason the sole source of knowl- thought to be futile and senseless." 
evidence presented to our physical edge (i.e. thiestic rationalism). They But that is what Solomon discovered. 
senses. began by questioning everything and An empirical examination of existence 

Here is the central message from the ended up assuming that nothing could can only lead to the conclusion that all 
book of Ecclesiastes: Man can not find an exist that couldn't be proven scientifi- is futile. Despair will follow as the 
answer to the question of what is the cally. Men such as Voltaire, Rosseau, realization dawns that death will 
purpose of life by the process of reason- Darwin, Marx, and others began attack- swallow up everything bringing it to 
ing. If he attempts to he'll end up ing revelation. The philosopher, using nothing. But Solomon didn't stop there. 
in despair with irrational behavior pos- reason, became the new priest and That's why he sums it all up by saying, 
sibly preferrable to sane living. Madness prophet as they slowly separated men "fear God and keep his commandments, 
can become one means of escaping the from God. for this is the whole duty of man" 
reality of the futility of life. The end result of this movement came (12:13). God alone gives meaning to life. 

But that is exactly where 20th century to its logical end in Nietzsche, a Ger- Box 632, Fairbury, Nebaska 68352 
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Abraham and His Children 
ELMER PROUT 

"Understand, then, that those who 
believe are children of Abraham 
If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise" (Gal. 3:7, 29) (NIV). 

Tracing family roots is a fascinating 
activity. It may take a person back to 
Germany, England or Africa. It is ex
citing to discover family history-per
haps to find that some famous person 
figures in your ancestry. 

In Galatians three, however, Paul calls 
us to see a new family history. It is the 
family in which Abraham is a key per
son. 

The words "sons" and "heirs" (Ga
latians 3:26, 29) remind us that, except 
in very unusual cases, inheritance is 
based on bloodline. It is taken as a mat
ter of course that the children are the 
heirs. Those who bear the family name 
receive the family treasure. 

In Japan some years ago there was 
a class of people who had no last or 
family name. They would be called 
'Masao ' or 'Michiko . 
They had no rights of . inheritance 
because they were not considered mem
bers of a named family. 

One of the points in Galatians three 
is that believers are given the right to 
wear Abraham's family name. In other 
words, a believer in ancient Japan might 
not have had a Japanese family name 
but he had been given a name of much 
longer standing than Mitsui or Mitsu
bishi. With Abraham's name went the 
right to inherit the promise-to enter 
into the full benefits of the family 
treasures. 

In the early 1920's my grandfather, 
who had come to the United States from 
England, went to the courthouse in San 
Mateo and registered the new name he 
had picked out for himself and his 
family. Richard Trout became Richard 
Prout. There is nothing unusual about 
that and Prout is a good name. It is the 
only name I know from a physical point 
of view. But one day in 1942 I obeyed 
Christ and took on a new spiritual fami
ly name. Gal. 3:7, 26, 29 came true 
in my life. 'Like Isaac, I am a child of 
promise." (Gal. 4:28) I am a citizen in 
the Israel of God. (Gal. 6:16) 

The key to my real identity is no 
longer 'true-blue British' or Prout-nor 
even my maleness. It is the "one in 
Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28) in which all lines 
and barriers are erased in the unity which 
comes when we are united with Christ. 
(Gal. 3:27) 

The church is intended by God to be 
the place, the family, where Gal. 3:27, 
28 come true. The place where the 
unity which Christ creates and desires 
becomes such a powerful reality in 
human lives that no human barrier is 
permitted to keep people apart. 

Baptism is directly connected with the 
washing away of an individual's sins. 
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(d Acts 22:16). But baptism says more 
than that. Baptism is the vivid symbol 
and continuing call for the uni~ing re
sponse to the total work and desire of 
God in Christ. Baptism is intended to 
move us beyond individualistic concern 
for the forgiveness of MY sins-beyond 
that to the practice of unity with people 
who once were not of the same race or 
gender. 

When we look at Gal. 3:28 we 
must remember the walls between 
people and groups. Wars were fought to 
keep those barriers up. People died 
rather than permit the lines between 
Jew and Greek, bond and free, male and 
female to be erased. Those walls ex
cluded people from each other. They 
used an accident of birth to emphasize 
superiority and class consciousness. 
People were hurt and broken in those 
frantic and continuing efforts to keep 
the walls up. 

But the Bible says that those barriers 
will not have the last word in Christ. 
"There is neither . . ." Baptism should 
be seen as the sign of God's act of 
uniting people with each other as well 
as forgiving their individual sins. 
Scripturally, forgiveness and unity are 
of one piece in God's will. To be united 
with Christ means to be united with 
every other person who has been joined 
to him. God does not ask, 'Which of 
these groups would you like to be 
united with: jew, Greek, slave, free, 
male or female?' He says, 'Forget all that 
the world has told you about social, 
racial and cultural differences and ac
cept the oneness I give you in jesus 
Ctirist.' 

Talk about life on the cutting edge. 
Talk about pioneering across the fron
tiers of human relations. If we took this 
passage at its face value we might be 
surprised at the folks with whom we 
would be united. We might discover 
that unity in Christ is more imr.ortant 
than lining up behind politica , eco
nomic or educational walls-talk about 
a revolution I More than that, we might 
come to realize that differing interpre
tations of the United States constitution 
must not be permitted to keep believers 
apart ... 

Consider another aspect of the unity 
which God creates in jesus Christ. 
Think of Gal. 3:27, 28 and imagine 
a first century baptism scene. Jews, 
Greeks, slaves, free men, males and 
females have gathered to hear the gos
pel. Convicted by the message they 
confess Christ and enter the water. Bap
tism completed the new converts stand 
within ttieir new family-children of 
Abraham. One in Christ. 

But as we look at them we can see no 
change. Greek features have not 
changed nor jewish. The slave is still 
bound to his master; the man is still 
male and the woman still feminine .•. 

The unity which Christ creates does 

not depend on uniformity. Personality 
is not blotted out by baptism. Racial 
traits are not removed. Skin color is not 
standardized. The new people in Christ 
speak the same language as before and 
like the same foods with which they 
grew up. The unity in Christ is not 
made by some huge press which 
squeezes surface differences out. 

This is a unity from Christ which 
glories in the variety which jew, Greek, 
slave, free, male and female bring to t~e 
growing family of God. It is dynamic 
unity with room for growth and the ap
preciation of individual differences. This 
unity is created by God in jesus Christ 
and presented to people as a gift. But 
just as ancient Israel was called to enter 
the Promised Land which God had given 
to them (Cf. Josh. 1 :11, 15) so believers 
are challenged to actively accept the 
unity which God gives. Unity is not 
a careless gift to irresponsible people
it is a challenge to the committed. 

What a wide variety of people and 
occupations, education and social stand
ings we (ipd in the pages of the Ne~ . 
Testament. Fishermen, tentmakers, busi
ness women, seamstresses, lawyers, city 
treasurers, tax collectors, land ownerS 
... never a dull moment in working for 
unity within· that mixture. 

There is never a hint in the Bible 
that Christian unity depends on one and 
only one political, economic, educa
tional or sc1entific point of view. Chris
tian unity is not being poured into the 
same mold after being boiled over the 
fires of conformity. Rather it is that 
vital relationship in which each person 
is learning to contribute of his individu
ality to the bonds of love which hold 
the family together. 

What might happen in this old world 
of ours if we allowed this word of Ga
latians three to have its full impact in 
our lives? What would result if we per
mitted the unity which God creates and 
intends to be practiced to be more 
important to us than the barriers which 
we have erected-barriers which keep 
people cut off from real communica
tion with each other. 

We must ask ourselves which is more 
important to us: traditional American 
political and economic definitions and 
the development of majorities to pro
tect those views; or allowing those bar
riers to fall and becoming willing to be 
gathered more and more into the one 
new people of God in Christ. 

It is true that most of us will feel 
naked and exposed without the na
tionalistic 'clottiing' ot which we are ac
customed. Men have always felt and 
feared that nakedness. But let us look 
again: "united with Christ in baptism 
have been clothed with Christ" (Gal. 
3:27). What should wye see, then, when 
we look at each other? Not the tattered 
garments of race, economics and edu
cation-but rather the clothing of re
demptive unity which is Christ himself. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 
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A Preacher Survey (4) 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

The sixth of seven questions put to over 300 preachers 
ages 22 to 85 was: "What are some weaknesses in today's 
pulpitl" Following are the responses of some of those ques
tioned. 

1) Love of money and the fear of men is one of today's 
weaknesses among preaching brethren. Also, there seems 
to be a lack of breadth in knowledge of the word. 2) Sermons 
include too many things besides the word of God. Sermon 
outlines are arranged, not by expositing the word as the 
Holy Spirit outlined it, but by using gimmicks such as 
acrostics and alliteration. Can you imagine jesus presenting 
an acrostical sermon? 

3) There is too much judgement and condemnation from 
the pulpits today. We are to rescue the perishing and 
~trengthen the saved, not leave them bleeding in the aisles. 
God is the judge and will do the separating of the wheat from 
the chaff. 4) It is sad to see a preacher who has delivered a 
mediocre lesson that has been ill prepared resort to telling 
sad, death-bed stories in order to play upon emotions of 
those who would not have otherwise responded to the poor 
delivery of a warmed over message. 

5) Some of us preachers are too lazy to prepare. We offer 
shallow thought off the top of our heads without digging. 
Others of us are downright boring, which to me is the 
cardinal pulpit sin. To bore people in the name of jesus is 
unpardonable. Some of us, trying to stimulate interest, have 
abandoned the word of God and turned to human theory, not 
realizing that our people come to hear the Lord and not us. 
Others of us, trying to give God's word its proper place, do 
nothing but quote abstruse texts without causing them to 
shine clearly on life around us. Some of us preach a sec
tarian gospel, wedging men apart and calling our people to 
haughty self-righteousness instead of reconciling sinful peo
ple by offering all men grace. Some of us make sure that 
the worshippers see us whether they see the Lord or not. We 
try to replace the winsomeness of Christ with our own elo-
quence or intelligence. . 

6) The preachers of the church, in general, do not do 
enough personal evangelism to relate to the needs of the 
average member and to encourage others to participate in 
soul winning. 7) More and more the pulpit is being used as 
a cheerleading section and a point of promotion for our 
many "worthy" causes. 8) Preachers often see the pulpit as a 
dignified occupation and not as a vehicle of service. Many 
preach what others want to hear regardless because many 
brethren fear laying God's truths on the line. 

9) Preachers are hamstrung because of a shortage of time. 
They simply cannot cover a subject such as "grace". in twenty 
to thirty minutes. Spiritual growth cannot occur wh1le we are 
preoccupied with clock watching and beating the Baptists 
to the cafeteria. 10) The pulpit is failing to meet the needs of 
the average attendee by presenting first p'rinciples to those 
who have heard them for years. Preaching to saved people 
is not our commission. Teaching and growing the saved is 
a special task to be done by elders and others who have a 
deep knowledge of scripture. . . . . . . 

11) Most preaching is not fresh, 1s lackmg m ongmallty and 
is not distinctive. 12) The pulpit does not call the members 

to battle. 13) Young preachers need to be repeatedly warned 
against mental and spiritual laziness. The unused gift or 
faculty goes into paralysis; a stream, ceasing to flow, stag
nates; the Jaw of atrophy operates to destroy that which be
comes inactive. Booker T. Washington tells the story of his 
rebuke of a colored congregation for violation of its contract 
to pay their preacher, and how he was completely silenced 
by a remark of one of their sturdy members: "We done paid 
for them sermons last year!" 

14) Few preachers have adequate training to exegete God's 
word accurately. Most sermons are not based on proper 
biblical exegesis, but rather find a topic, text or phrases on 
which to hang some ideas from human sources. There is too 
much effort to be inspirational rather than doctrinal. The 
pulpits that have strong men are not able to do the job ef
fectively because they are giving 20 to 30 minute presenta
tions a week, whereas, the tpoics they need to be discussing 
need hours instead of minutes, thus, members are dismally 
undernourished. 

15) Preachers are failing to convince people that the Bible 
contains practical counsel for human lives. 16) There is too 
much presentation of the messenger rather than the message. 
We perpetuate the exaltation of the preacher. There is too 
much self-promotion among preaching brethren. Too, 
preachers are eager to accept the position of administrator 
of all projects. 

17) Much of our education is unbalanced away from the 
core studies of the Bible itself. Psychology and the humani
ties cannot benefit either the preacher or the church until 
they are anchored in the central pillar of Bible knowledge. 
There is an insensitivity to the general shift in our culture's 
definition of "preaching." The church's "ear" has been tuned 
to the "music" but ignores the "lyrics" except for a few 
familiar refrains. We must not change the "lyrics," but our 
culture begs us to "sing'' them to a less strident, P. T. Barnum 
pitchman "tune." Tone and volume of one's voice does not 
lend God's approval to the messages presented. Doctrine is 
not discerned by decibels. 

18) Preachers lack courage to deprive the church of her 
only scapegoat when problems arise that are not the preac.h
er's making. A preacher should refuse to leave the commu~1ty 
if he can find work elsewhere and compel the congregation 
to prosecute withdrawal from him if he. is in. the wr?ng or 
they accuse him of wrongdoing. If he 1s gUJI~ of sm ~nd 
won't repent, this should be done anyway. If ~e ~s not gUilty, 
he should remain as a Jiving rebuke to ch1ld1sh brethren 
who won't take responsibility for their own folly. 

Preaching brethren are their own worst critics. This is only 
as it should be. 1 am convinced that some of our greatest 
men are among those who proclaim the message of the cross 
along with those apostolic principles of right living. Preachers 
are human. They have weaknesses and make mistakes. S~me 
have fallen into ecclesiastical ruts and need to be shaken mto 
awareness. We have shared some sensitive responses from 
preaching brethren. It is good when we can see ourselves, 
warts and all. 

Next week, our final installment in this series. 
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The Central Concern 
An automobile may play music, dis

play lights, blow heated air or cooled air 
but transportation remains the main 
function of the auto. Most of us can live 
with a car that has a light out, a dead 
radio or a broken heater, but no one 
will tolerate a car that does not fulfill 
its main function; transportation. This 
is as it should be. 

The church does not resemble a car 
in many ways but there is this similarity: 
the church also has a main function and 
several "extras." The church sometimes 
involves itself in real estate and build
ing programs but these are not its pri
mary business. The church sings, but it 
isn't a choir; the church collects money 
but it isn't a bank. The church does 
manY. things but its purpose is to make 
Gods wisdom known; to fulfill the mis
sion which jesus so effectively began. 

Going back as far as you can go God 
was concerned about the eternal destiny 
of his children. He desired, and still 

Heart Issues 

Church literature on the charismatic 
movement does not deal with the heart 
issue. The problem penetrates deeper 
than the manifestation of tongues. The 
probing questions that are really im
portant should be: what has led those 
who practice tongues to blindly accept 
such an irrational experience? In order 
for our literature to be effective these 
questions need to be answered. We 
must zero in on the cure instead of 
hammering endlessly on the symptoms. 

Unfortunately much of the present 
literature attacks the culprit with sys
tematic logic and analytical exegesis. 
For example, we use these types of 
scriptural arguments to try to solve the 
problem: 

. . . The Bible speaks of one baptism 
(Eph. 4:4). This is the universal baptism 
into water that one man does to another 
(Matt. 28:19-20). Thus the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit is no longer present. 
... The Bible teaches that the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit were passed on 
through the laying on of the apostles' 
hands (Acts 8:14-19). When the apostles 
died the means of passing on the gifts 
also ceased. 

... The Bible teaches in I Cor. 13:10 
that when the perfect comes the im
perfect will be done away with. 11The 
perfect" refers to the completed revela
tion of God. Thus when the inspired 
scriptures were completed the need for 
the gifts ceased. 

Even if these were sound arguments 
they don't heal the disease. Remem
ber-sprinkling water on the blaze does 
not repair the damaged gas line. Find-
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desires, to walk with them in a close 
personal relationship. But sin stands in 
the way. The Eternal Lord has antici
pated this problem and produced a 
plan, "before the foundation of the 
world." Throughout the Old Testament 
God gave evidence of his heart's desire. 
He consistently showed himself to be a 
loving, compassionate Lord whose cen
tran concern was the eternal salvation of 
men. He takes no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked but rejoices when the 
wicked turn and live. This is the God 
we serve and whose nature we are sup
posed to reflect. 

Our Father sent us a further indica
tion of his nature in the person of his 
Son. jesus did many things here on 
earth but he plainly stated that his cen
tral purpose was "To seek and save that 
which was lost." He was not here to be 
served but to serve "and to give his life 
a ransom for many." 

The early church understood what this 

LARRY HOLTON 

ing the root of the problem and con
centrating on its cure needs to be our 
goal. This can only be done by be
coming involved with people enough to 
find out where they hurt. Consider these 
interesting facts about speaking in 
tongues: 

. . . A study by Princeton Seminary 
suggests that ecstatic tongues are an 
expression of frustration due to a lack 
of fulfillment. 

... John Kildahl, a clinical psycholo
gist and a team of researchers dis
covered over a ten year period that more 
than 85% of the tongue-speakers have 
experienced a well defined anxiety 
crisis preceeding their tongues experi
ence. 

... More research reveals that speak
ing in tongues resurges during times of 
great social and cultural stress. 

This information should provoke us to 
understand that we are dealing with 
human beings who have deeply rooted 
needs. How can we help them? Is it 
by spending hundreds of hours writing 
combative articles of logic, exegesis and 
cutting sarcasm? No. It can only be ac
complished by gearing our literature and 
conversation to meet the needs of the 
hurting individual. That means it should 
be positive, loving and sensitive, and 
should reflect depth of understanding 
to the real needs. When this spirit 
begins to touch people's lives then the 
surface symptoms will melt from the 
glow of a warm heart. 

3814 N.E. 99th Ave., Vancouver, WA 
98662 

meant. They knew that to be Christians 
meant that they reflected this same cen
tral concern that their Lord had shown. 
Peter and John told the threatening 
Sanhedren, "we cannot but speak the 
things which we saw and heard." This 
church, as a whole not just the "clergy," 
"Went everywhere preaching the word" 
and they "turned the world upside 
down" with their teaching. 

This is the heart of God: the salvation 
of his children. This is what the Bible is 
about, from cover to cover, and this is 
what we ought to be about. The church 
can be used as a source of entertain
ment, as a benevolent society, or an 
educational institution, but these are 
not the central concern. If we do 
everything except the function for which 
we were created, then the "extras" 
won't really matter. 
Box 274, Clyde, TX 79510 
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The Church and Scholarship 
JACK McBROOM 

Study of the scriptures is important 
to us all. In fact, tl-te churches of Christ 
used to be known as a people who real
ly knew the scriptures well! I'm afraid 
we may be losing ground in this area. 
The aura of extensive knowledge still 
lingers about the churches, but the 
numbers who possess it are rapidly 
diminishing. A church does not stay 
strong by having a half a dozen men 
who are real scholars, but by having a 
whole membership of scholars and real 
bible students. Scholarship cannot be 
inherited or given away. Scholarship can 
only be had by the individual through 
hard, intensive and most important, 
constant and continuing study. 

How can we expect to have a strong 
church when the average member sim
ply accepts what they are taught and 
there their knowledge stops? That's the 
way denominations and cults work! We 
must each think for ourselves! Each one 
of us must study for ourselves, be con
vinced of our own convictions, come to 
our own conclusions and stand as in
dividuals for the things we believe to be 
true. This requires courage and effort. 
It's much easier to just accept what 
we're told to believe. But that hurts not 
only us, but God's church as well. The 
strength of a house is measured by the 
strength of the individual timbers com
posing it. The future of the church lies 
not in getting better teachers, but in 
getting people to teach themselves. 

Many different methods may be used 
in motivating reople to study on their 
own. None o them are important in 
themselves. The important thing is to 
have people study. We must realize the 
seriousness of this. 

An old saying goes like this; "Give a 
man a fish and he will not be hungry 
that day. Teach a man to fish and he will 
never be hungry again." 

If our teachers disappear, will the 
church follow? 
708 Washington, Kerrville, TX 78028 
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Making Mission Trips More Productive 

Each summer hundreds of teenagers 
excitedly pack into the church bus for 
the annual mission trip. Usually these 
young people have studied for weeks on 
end. They've prepared visual aids that 
range from posters to Bible computers 
that sing. They've been tested over their 
teaching materials and have been as
signed weight limits on their suitscases. 
All that is needed now is to synchro
nize everyone's watches. Or is it? The 
bus may be ready, the kids may be 
ready, but are you? 

Unless you have seriously asked your
self, "Why are we taking this mission 
trip?," you may be headed for a dis
appointmg experience. This involves 
much more than determining atten
dance goals or how many doors to 
knock or how many baptisms you ex
pect. It means to stor the activity for a 
minute, get a penci and some paper 
and ask, "Why are we going? What do 
we hope to gain? A closer young group? 
To help this troubled youngster? To 
reach a new spiritual plateau? To give 
our teens an opportumty to teach? For 
the satisfaction of helping others? Be
cause we need to do something to get 
off of dead center?" 

Answer this question honestly. List 
every reason you can think of. Get a 
clear composite of your real reasons for 
taking this trip. List them by number, 
your most pressing reason first and so 
on down the list. If you discover that 
your primary reason is to develop a 
closer youth group or to get your group 
off of. dead center then perhaps you 
should consider a retreat or a youth 
encampment instead of a mission trip. 

Mission points are, by nature, weak. 
Their resources are far inferior to yours. 
They have neither the manpower or fi
nancial resources that you have at your 
disposal. Many times they are composed 
of new Christians who still lack spiritual 
maturity or older Christians who are just 
trying to keep the doors open. If the 
reasons for your mission trip center 
around your own needs or the needs of 
your group then you are taking the 
wrong kind of trip. These are not the 
people to help you. They are desJJerate
ly trying to solve their own problems. 
They are looking to you for encourag~
ment, for extra hands and hearts m 
evangelizing their area. They have not 
invited you to solve your group's prob
lems. They have neither the resources or 
manpower to handle them. 

Because we fail to ask this vital ques
tion many mission points no l~nger in
vite mission groups to work w1th them. 
They view the annual trips as more of a 
headache than a blessing. Many feel as 
though they have been used for a free 
vacation or a change of scenery for the 

RANDY FENTEit 

group. Unfortunately, their feelings are 
often justified. 

If you decide to take a mission trip, 
here are some suggestions that should 
help you be more productive: 

Learn something about your hosts. 
Why did they invite you? What are their 
expectations? What have their past ex
periences with mission groups been like? 
What is the town like ... Blue collar? 
white collar? Racially mixed? Learn as 
much as you can. The best surprise is 
no surprise. 

Take workers. This is not the time or 
place to help that troubled teen. True, 
this experience could be good for him. 
It could also be disasterous for the fam
ily he stays with or for the entire group. 
Take him on a retreat. Be a best buddy 
to him, but don't take him on a mission 
trip. This is the place for the strong, not 
the weak. 

Also, take no one who does not work, 
even if it is your mate or sponsor's 
children. Because many groups pack 
along several extras (often sponsors) who 
do not teach or work, many mission 
points feel used. Remember, the mission 
point must usually provide additional 
housing and food fo~ your non-workers. 
Also, these people invariably have a 
negative influence on the others. Take 
only workers. 

Determine a firm number of workers 
and stick with it. "The more the merrier'' 
is not necessarily a true axiom on a mis
sion trip. Let the needs of the mission 
area determine how many workers to 
take. In detailed communication with 
the mission point coordinator find out· 
how many are needed for the proposed 
project as well as how many can be 
housed and fed. Let the needs of the 
mission area, not your own, determine 
the number of workers. 

Determine disciplinary measures. Dis
ciplinary measures are usually unneces
sary when standards of conduct are un
derstood before you leave home. 
clearly outline your expectations as well 
as your disciplinary plan of action. Be as
sured that problems will arise if guide
lines are not set before you leave home. 

Leave your problems at home. Sure 
you've got problems. Anytime you gath
er as many people together as you have, 
problems come up. Christie is trying to 
corner the market in cattiness while 
Ricky spends his time trying to be cool. 
Get these problems resolved before you 
leave home. The mission field won't help 
your problems; only bring them to a 
head. 
WHILE YOU ARE THERE 

Be considerate of your hosts. Always 
remember that you are a guest in some
one else's home. Be aware of any special 
needs they may have. Don't stay out un
til all hours of the night. In some areas, 
you may be housed with a family who 

are just friends of members of the 
church. Watch what you say and how 
you say it. You could be the very person 
that leads them to the Lord. On the 
other hand, you could alienate them for
ever. 

Your host family generally incurs ad
ditional financial responsibility while you 
are there. Depending on how many 
workers are staying in the same home, 
additional groceries alone can easily run 
into hundreds of dollars! If you eat 
spaghetti five out of six days, now you 
know why! Graciously eat what is 
offered. 

Do your part to help with meal prep
arations and clean up. Don't wait to be 
asked. Show some initiative. If the trash 
needs to be taken out, take it out! Your 
spirit of service will endear you to your 
host for years to come. 

Work. That's why you came, isn't it? 
If you came for any other reason, then 
you've taken the wrong kind of trip. You 
belong on a retreat or a vacation-not 
on the mission field. Take a close look 
at your agenda. Are you playing or sight
seeing as much as you are working? If 
so, you are headed for problems. 

Discourage romance on the trip. Don't 
be an orge about it; just discourage it. 
You are at a special place for a special 
purpose for a limited amount of time. 
Romances tend to destroy the unity and 
purpose of the group. Always keep th~ 
goal in front of everyone and keep 1t 
holy. 

Stress teamwork. Do things together. 
Act as one. Show the community in 
which you are working how a body 
functions. Here's an eye. Here's a toe. 
They're different, yes, but they belong 
to each other. Spend your few leisure 
hours together as well as your work 
hours. Be a team. 

Don't run down the community in 
which you are working. This seems to be 
a superllous point-it's not. Amazingly, 
many workers vocally complain that the 
people are strange, that they paint their 
houses weird colors, that they are poor 
or that there is nothing to do. Chances 
are, there will be cultural differences 
between you and the mission area. Keep 
in mind that you are the outsider, the 
one who is different. 
WHEN YOU GET HOME 

Keep in touch with your hosts. Some 
of the most tender ties are forged in 
working with other Christians. 

Keep in touch with the prospects 
you've developed. Maybe you've led 
someone to jesus. Because of your 
unique position as their teacher, you can 
encourage them. You can build them as 
no one else can. Keep in touch. 

Hopefully, these suggestio.ns will make 
your mission trip more fru1tful. 

1907 N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio 78217 
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BATSEll BARRETT BAXTER 

Dr. Batsell Barrett Baxter, known 
worldwide as a minister, professor and 
speaker for the Herald of Truth radio 
and television broadcast ministry, died 
March 31st in Nashville, Tenn., follow
ing a lengthy battle with cancer. 

Baxter was born in Cordell, Okla., 
Sept. 23, 1916, but spent most of his 
childhood in Abilene where he attended 
the Abilene Christian Schools for all of 
his elementary, secondary and college 
education, with the exception of two 
years at David Lipscomb College in Nash
vi ll e. 

He was the son of Abi lene Christian 
University's sixth president, Batsell Bax
ter who served from 1924-32. 

Baxter earned his BA degree from 
ACC in 1937, an MA from the University 
of Southern California in 1938, the PhD 
from USC in 1944 and a BD from Van
derbilt University in Nashville, Tenn., in 
1957. 

While attending USC he taught speech 
at Pepperdine University in los Angeles 
and preached for the Burbank Church of 
Christ from 1941 to 1945. After com
pleting his doctorate, Baxter joined the 
faculty of David Lipscomb College as a 
professor of speech and Bib le, eventually 
becoming head of the speech depart
ment. 

Dr. Baxter served as the local minister 
for the Trinity lane Church of Christ in 
Nashvi ll e from 1946-51, then went to the 
Hillsboro congregation where he was the 
fu ll-time pulpit minister for more than 
25 years. 

In 1960 he joined the Abilene-based 
Herald of Truth Radio and Television 
Ministry, and became know worldwide 

as a speaker on both the radio and tele
vision programs sponsored by that or
ganization. 

Baxter is survived by his wife, Wanda; 
three sons, Scott and john of Nashville, 
and Alan of Starke, Fla., and two grand
sons. 

Funeral services were scheduled for 
Friday at 10 a.m. at the Hillsboro Church 
of Christ. 

NEWS FROM NEW ZEAlAND 

Three hundred eight s.ouls agreed to 
study, God's word in a three-week cam
paign involving New Zealand Christians 
and 44 workers from the United States. 
To date 22 people have obeyed the lord 
and have been baptized. 

The campaign was organized and di
rected by the North Davis church in 
Arlington, Texas-its first of five 
scheduled in 1982. 

local coordinator was Jan Mostert, and 
overal l campaign director was Bill Har
mon, an elder of the North Davis con
gregation. 

COME WITH US 
To 

CHINA 
July 5, 1982 

Send for Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, Ten n. 38117 
Phone: 901·683·1678 

901· 761·1350 

"LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE" 
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MEMORIAL DAYWEIKEND 
MAY 28-31, 1982 

Cypress, California 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) .. ....... , ....... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual . . .. . . ........ $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
~vered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
cha.rges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar y811', 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible Is waived. All 
~.her standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
~overe~ expenses are reduced by the bene· 
frts pard, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is .not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for _your consideration. A more 
complete descr~ptlon giving the details of 
~~~~rage can bo found In the group book· 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713·376-8087 
"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 

Sin~e 1975" 
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"I'M REDEEMED" 

(Continued from page 4) 

from the watery grave of baptism, where 
we had been buried in the likeness of the 
death of our Saviour and had been 
cleansed in the precious blood of your 
Son. We sense again that first moment, 
hour, day. Oh, Dear Father, help us ever 
to hold dear and alive the joy and peace 
of redemption and of being your chil
dren. We are so grateful that in Christ 
jesus we can come to you every day-to 
thank you, to ask help and guidance, and 
to implore forgiveness. We make so 
many mistakes, we sin so often-but we 
pray again today in childlike submission, 
Father, forgive-and use us to the glory 
of your Son, our Saviour and King In his 
name. Amen." 

-
READY TO WORK IN PARAGUAY 

The Tom Martin family is ready to 
work in Paraguay. After completing his 
work at the Sunset School of Missions, 
Tom wants to go to Asuncion, a city of 
700,000. He will be working with the 
Forest McDonald family, already on the 
ground. A spons~ring congre~ation that 
can provide partial support 1s needed. 
Please contact W. D. Chrisner, Box 4011, 
Austin, Tex. 78756 or Tom Martin, 160 
Hilltop,.Rossville, Ga. 30741. 

. 0 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address ~ well as your new address 
when you move. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORKd· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Sen 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

OKLAHOMA CITY CHURCH ·BREAKS 
GROUND FOR NEW BUILDING & 

BEGINS NEW MISSION IN PORTUGAL 
ON SAME DAY 

The Oakcrest Church, 5217 South 
Walker, Oklahoma City, broke ground 
Sunday afternoon, January 31 for a new 
2.8 million dollar building to be con
structed on 20 acres of land at 89th & 
South McKinley. The new facility will 
seat 1,436 in its main auditorium initial
ly with 1,400 additional seats to. become 
available when the mezzanme and 
temporary classrooms are incorp~rated 
into the worship area. The ult1mate 
seating capacity will be just under 3,000. 

Among those who participated in the 
ground breaking ceremonies were Scott 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard ;Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

CHURCH OF CHRIST LAKE HOUSTON AREA 

HAS 10 AND 11<ro 
BONDS AVAILABLE 

CONTACT FOR PROSPECTIVE: 

FRANK N ESPOLI 
713-852-3702 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30, 1982 
. • W od n·rector of Development Alf ed Lee, Director of Academlcs - JJmmy o ' 1 

r (214) 626-7716 

and Gwen Bulmer and their two year old 
son, Jared. Immediately followmg this 
activity a helicopter swept them away 
while 300 Christians were singing "I 
Know the Lord Will Find a Way for Me." 
The next day the Bulmers were in Lisbon, 
Portugal, the only Western European 
capital that has not been evangelized by 
churches of Christ. The Oakcrest Church 
is spearheading the drive for Lisbon by 
sending its former minister of evangelism 
to that citr. The Bulmers are to be joined 
by severa other couples in a team effort 
which has worked well for churches in 
other areas. 

CENTENNIAL 
1982 

''A Great Day 
Is Coming'' 

The Church of Christ at Fourth 
and South Bridge Street in Brady, 
Texas is announcing its 100th 
birthday on May 16, 1982. 

This will be an all-weekend 
event to celebrate the lOOth year 
of the Lord's work in Brady. 

The Church here extends a 
special invitation to all members, 
preachers and elders alike, past 
or present, to attend this special 
day. 

Accommodations have been 
set aside in private homes. The 
Heart of Texas Bible Camp will 
also be open for scheduled 
guests Other accommodations 
include motel rooms, Richards 
Park and trailer parks. 

For any information on a~com
modations or schedules, or 1f you 
may know of some past event or 
history connected with the 
Church in and around McCulloch 
County, please feel free to call on 
us. 

Again, we want to extend a 
warm welcome to you . a!"d y~ur 
family to come and reJOICe ~1th 
us as we celebrate the centenmal. 

Church of Christ 

Fourth and Bridge St. 

Brady, Texas 76825 

915/597-0617 

Ministers: 
Stanley Malden 
Aaron McDonald 

9 a.m. Bible Study 

915/597·1365 

10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Worship Services 

Wed., 7 l).m. 
Worstilp Service 
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NEW CONGREGATION IN THE 
NORTHEAST 
E. J. Sumerlin 

On February 28, 1982 we began a new 
work in Hoosick Fal ls, New York. . 

1 am working with both congregations 
at the present time. Bennington, Vt. and 
Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 

We need a good evangelist to come 
to work with the Bennington Church. 
There are from 45 to 50 that meet on 
Lord's Day. They can supply some of 
the support for a ful l-time minister. 

Will some mission minded church ac
cept this challenge and send a good 
man here to help us? 

Please send inquiries to me. 
120 Church St., Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 12090 

MINISTER 

The Church of Christ in Tempe 
(formerly Broadway) seeks a 
man of deep spiritual commit· 
ment, an excellent communica· 
tor, and effective teacher as it 
moves into a new $1.5 million 
facility with 850 seating capaci· 
ty on 11 + acres. Ten years ex· 
perience and a baccalaureate 
degree expected, a masters or 
higher degree desired. Work 
with 3 other full,time staff. 
Flexible compensation package 
to $36,000. Send resume to: 

SEARCH COMM11TEE 

TEMPE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2400 S. MILL 

TEMPE, ARIZONA 85282 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHlTIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 

f . "What" and " How" To Preach Approved for VA Ben~ 1ts .. 
Bible Emphasis; Fract1cal Trammg Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

41~ q ·.._1. · l). U I 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766~610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 

FIRt.~ FOoNDATION-APRIL 2'/, 1982 



LUKE CURTIS 'TO HEAD 
PRISON MINISTRY 

A change has been effected in the 
Huntsvi lle, Texas, area prison ministry. 
Brother Ron Goodman, who previously 
headed this work, has accepted the 
challenge to coordinate the prison min
istries in the Nashville, Tennessee, area. 
Brother Luke Curtis w ill now head up 
these efforts under the continued over
sight of the Garland Street Congregation 
in Plainview, Texas. 

Luke, who was born in Lansing, Mich
igan, became a Christian in 1975 through 
Brother Clyde Thompson's work. After 
obeying the Gospel, he worked in the 
prison effort for two years with Brother 
Thompson. In 1977 he joined Ron Good
man in the organized prison ministry, 
working primarily w ith alcoho lics and 
drug abusers. 

From 20 to SO inmates attend each of 
the five classes conducted every Sunday 
at the Huntsville, Wynne, Ellis, Ferguson 
and Eastham Units. Worship services are 
conducted at two of these units with ap
proximately a total of 500 in attendance. 
Since 1977 there have been 574 baptisms 
of inmates, three of those very recently 

5-DAY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

~Theme< For '82 

~~~~ 
~~~~ 

REVEALED 

This course is fundamental in content. 
evangelistic in purpose. inspira tional to study 
and the truth taughtleuds heavenward. 

VBS is a wonderful lime to teach God's pion 
of salvation. We lea rn of God's pla n of selva· 
lion as we learn of His plan for the Church. In 
this course we will s tudy a bout the Church tha t 
Jesus promised to build. the 1 was purchased 
with His blood, fo r which He gave Himself. over 
which He is the head. of which He is the Savior. 
for which He will come again. 

A groat VAS is in s tore for churches that use 
this course to ox a ll Cod's pion for His people 
the Church. 

ORDEHFROM: 

contains 
samples of aU 
materials 

$13.95 
order today 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. Boa 610, Austin, Tens 78767 

on death row and over 7,000 have been 
enro ll ed in the National Bible Studies 
correspondences courses. Those wishing 
to be a part of this work, or desiring as-

sfstance with loved ones in prison, please 
contact the Garland Street Church of 
Christ; 700 Garland Street, Plainview, 
Texas 79072. 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "Jaw book" tan buckram, the 198·1 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what ha ppened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. P rice 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 available at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

DIRECTIONS for Graduates! 

DIRECTIONS. A Gift Book for Graduates-by LeRoy 
Koopman. S4.95. (New!) 
GOOD MORNING, LORD-MEDITATIONS FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS. By Leland C. May. Problems 
and concerns of today's college students. $3.95 
(NEW). 
YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE. By Don Mallough. 
$3.95 paper. (New) I Encouragemeni and analysis of 
the disciplined life. 
AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for High 
School Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. $3.95. 
ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for Col· 
lege Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. $3.95. 
HI I'M ANNI By Ann Kiemel. $1.75 paper. 
GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS. By Wm. 
Krutza. $3.95. 

At graduation time, a book 
Is a gift and a guide. 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE! By Wm. Krutza. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES. By Rhoda Lapp. 
$4.95. 
MY GRADUATION YEAR. By Robert J. Martin. 
$11.95. 
WISE WORDS TO GRADUATES. By Robert J. 
Martin. $1.25. 
CHALKDUST. Elspeth C. Murphy. $4.95. 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! By Daniel 
Seagren. $.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS. By Nelle Vander 
Ark. $4.95. 

GOOD MORNING, LORD Series: 
DEVOTIONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS. By L.O. 
Caldwell. S3.95. 
MEDITATIONS FOR TEACHERS. By Don Mainprize. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. $3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. By Paul Martin. 
$3.95. 
MORE DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. 
53.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR ATHLETES. By Leroy Patterson. 
$3.95. 
PRAYERS & PROMISES FOR TEENS. By Margaret 
Shiner. $3.95. 

Clip .and mail today ! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $------· Please senu_ _ ___ __ copies of 

at $ , plus $1.00 postage and handling. Texas resi-
dents please add 5 o/o sales tax. 

Name~--------------------------------------------

Address>------------------------------------------
City· _ _________________ State~---------_.{..jip·------
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MLADEN JOVANOVIC APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN OF SLAVIC STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT AT EUROPEAN 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

A SPECIAL REQUEST 

On March the 18th Mrs. Daisy M. 
Palmer confessed her Lord, and was 
baptized into his Body. This was great, 
and many shared the joy w ith her in 
obedience to the Gospel. You see, she 
observed her 99th birthday March the 
24th, 1982. 

Mladen Jovanovic of Zagreb, Yugo
slavia, has been appointed chairman of 
the Department of Slavic Studies of 
European Christian College in Vienna, 
Austria. It would be so wonderful, and an en

couragement to her to receive a note or 
card from as many Christians as possible. 
Her mind is very alert, and she walks 
without an aid of any kind. She is indeed 
a wonderful lady. Wi ll you take a mo
ment and send her a card? 

Mladen was born and reared in the 
Slavic world, he speaks all the Slavic 
languages, he received his education in 
a Slavic University-the University of 
Yugoslavia in Zagreb; and has been a 
professor of Slavic languages in two 
Slavic universi ties-the University of Yu
goslavia in Zagreb and the University of 
Poland in Warsaw. He is the speaker on 
a weekly gospel broadcast in Creation 
over the powerful radio Luxenbourg. He 
is fulltime evangelist for the church in 
Zagreb. 

Sister Palmer's address is; " DAISY M. 
PALMER: c/o PARK HIGHLANDS NURS
ING & CONY. CENTER: 711 LUCAS ST.: 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

Sincerely 
James I. Stringer (minister) 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITEMfURE DEGREE 

Tuition Free. VA approved. Al l professors have advanced degrees in their 
specific areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~outf)ea~tern J§iblital Jjn~titute 
J545 Chestnut Drive, Doraville (AUanta) Georgia JOJ4{)/ 404-458-76Jl / E. Dale McDaniel. Director 
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Mr. Pepperdlne's original st'ltement of purpose 
Is still the guiding principle of the University: 

"Therefore. as my contribution to the well-being 
a nd happiness of this generation and those that 
follow. I am endowing this Institution to help 
young men and women prepare tl:::mselves for 
a life of usefulness In this competitive world 
and to help them build a foundation of Chris-
tian character and faith which wLll survive the 
s torms of life." 
The most distinctive feature of Pepperdlne 
University Is the fact that It maintains a 
serious commitment to a rigorous academic 
program In concert with concern for spiritual 
matters. It recognizes Its role as an educa
tional Ins titution with a distinctive and 
unique Chris tian heritage and mission. 
The University Is composed of Seaver 
College of Letters. Arts and Sciences . the 
School of Business and Manage menl. the 
Graduate School of Education and the 
School of Law. 
For Information. write to: 
Robert L. Fraley. Dean of Admissions 

Howard A. Wh ite. Presiden t 
and Ch ief Exec utive Officer 
M. Norvel Young. 
Chancellor 

BUILDING? 
... Need Funds? 

JOIN HANDS WITH 
AN EXPERIENCED 

TEAM! 
23 Years Serving 
Churches of Christ 

Funding Over 
$250,000,000 

. .. 21 Full-Time Staff 
Members Directing 
Financial Services 

"PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
TO WORK FOR YOU !" 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 
Amari llo, Texas 79109-0648 
(806} 352-5603 

We' re pla nning lo build a nd need funds.·Pieasc send 
FREE informn l ion on financing and "Why now is 
lhc tim e to Build!" -

Name 

Address 

Cily Stale Zip 

Individua l's function in congresca tion 

Name of congregation 

Telephone -------- - ---

(Clip and Mail • U.S.A. only ) 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdYertlsing in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meetin&' pltu:eB, preachers seekln&" work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church ot Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
?.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80:28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ARLINGTON, VA., 20 N. lnin~ St., corner of 
Irving & Arlington Blvd. (Rt. 50). Convenient to 
nntlon's capitnl & historic N. Va. Lord's Day 
Worship 10:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M.; Bible Study 9:30 
A.M. Sun., 7:30 P.M. Wed. For transportation
directions ph. 528-0535. Worship with us--Enjoy a 
Spiritual Feast. 
CBA.THAM, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. _. A.NOBORA.GE OHtJROH OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DA. Y A.RBA SOHOOL OF PR.EA.CHING 
11800 DubiiD Road 

Pleaaanton, Callfoi'DID 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CflRIST 

12th and HooYer Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00P.M. 
Mlnlsten: Lewis Frisby, '714-622-2586: 

____ __,,.,P::;a;::a::;l,...:H~arpcr, 4'13-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evanp:elist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitcms Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLB, IND.. :205 B. Mor~atD A:Ye .. 
u.s. 460 Eaat Oppoalte K-Mart. Offlec 47'1'
~:zn. Dobby Wade. Mia. 4'18-4058. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669·1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home IR currently hirinp: child 
t'are Rtnff. (Christinn coupi('S.) Good pny and bene
fits. If interested, rontact Steve Berp:man, Ex~cu
tive Dirertor. at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
nr 1'1111 707/441Ml55'1." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee. Oklahoma '74801. 

• SUN OITY. OA.LIFORNIA-Vall.-y Church of 
Chrlat. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75o/o of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78365. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 

Preacher wante~ who Is sound in the doctrine for a 
smal! congregatson in central California farming com
munity. Three bedroom house, utility allowance, and 
salary. Respond to: Ralph Thomas, 1424 Heffner, Cor
coran, CA 93212, Phone: 209-992-2863 or: Kenny 
Weatherford, Phone: 209-992-3200. 
S~eking _small congregation without regular minister 
With. des1re and potential for growth. Must have ap
p~ox•m~t~ly one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish "'!ln!ster, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and Wlthm 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205 St Louis 
MO. 63157. ' • ' 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OJ<, 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2560 or W. P • .Tolly, Min. '195-2311. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
lca!her samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Ab1lene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 5647o-218-732-5105. 
;,SINGLE AGAINt THE FACT THAT YOU ARE READING 
THIS CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE SHOWS YOUR CHRIS
TIANITY HAS A PRIORITY IN YOUR LIFE. SINGLES 
BEYOND COLLEGE AGE tiAVE FEWER OPPORTUNI
TIES TO MEET AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER, AND 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
WRITE CASA (CHRISTIAN ALWAY5-SINGLE AGAIN), 
P.O. BOX 2925, DALLAS, TEXAS 76221. AND TELL 
YOUR FRIENDS. WE CARE." 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquette, Ml 49855. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
WANTED: Full-time preacher for a hard-working con
gregation of 190 of the Lord's people In southern 
California. This Is a close knit family of Christians who 
have the reputation of being the friendliest congregation 
anywhere. There is fantastic growth potential In this 
area and our present building will seat 550. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic man experienced In all 
phases of church growth and edification. We see a great 
future for the church here in Downey and want some
one who can help plan the work and work the plans. 
If Interested In becoming part of this evangelistic effort, 
please send complete resume, references, 1 or 2 
taped sermons, and family photo to: Elders, Imperial 
Hwy. Church of Christ, 8321 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey, 
f:s£0242. Phone: (213) 869-3610. Position open May 1, 

THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM AGE 30-50 WITH 
CHILDREN. SMALL TOWN, LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544, ROSE
BUD, TEXAS 76570. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday~ 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word in the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation self
sufficient. Send resume and names of three references 
to Church of Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: William Nichols. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree In Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 
Small congregation in need of a semi-retired minister 
with partial support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
615 "A" Street, Orland, Calif. 95963. 
"Minister needed; progressive minded! Growing con· 
gregation of 200 needs evangelistic energtic preacher 
to work with us in Sullivan, IN. New building, two 
elders, adequate salary, willing workers. Call 812-
268·3589; 812-299-4830; 812-397-2531." 
WORLD'S FAIR VISITOR5-Stay In the Smokiest Chris
tians with 8 new mobile homes (sleep 6) $125 night 
and 2 NEW chalet homes (sleep 10) $225 night. All 
with color T.V., Air Cond. and kitchens. Ideal for 
groups. Contact: FAIR-SMOKIES VISIT P.O. Box 125, 
Sevierville, Tn. 37862. Phone A.C. 615-453-8884, 453-
6247, 453-8009. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE, 35 years experience, effective 
& sound in the Faith. For churches within 200 miles 
of Lubbock. Also available for your Meetings. Phone: 
(806) 797:2228: Leslie Rickerson. 

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick offset printer #310 and platemaker 
#111, plus supplies, $2500. Top condition. (214) 569-
2046. C of Christ, P.O. Box 104, Mineola, Texas 75773. 
FOR .SALE: A.B. Dick #525 manual Mimeograph and 
supplies, $150. Top condition. (214) 569-3973. Church of 
Chrsst, P.O. Box 104, Mineola, Texas 75773. 
FOR SALE: 36, 12-foot pews with cushions pulpit 
table, and ace. Available 15 June 1982. $4000. (214) 
~:~;~9Jt77f.hurch of Christ, P. 0. Box 104, Mineola, 

ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin plant is soon to open In Waterville 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door! 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville 
Nova Scotia. For more Information contact Bria~ 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). ' 
PREA~HER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
expenence. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching available June 1st, 1982. Served last ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per
sonal work.er while working in the secular field. Refer
ences furn1shed upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membership. Call 1-505-
869-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvia) Willingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427-5485. 
FOR SALE: Sony ~" video cassette recorder model 
#2600 used only a few hours. List for $2600.00, asking 
$1700.00. Call area code 806-352-5647. 
"Preacher Wanted for small congregation of about 55 
in southeast Missouri. Three bedroom brickhome and 
utilities furnished. Send resume and tape to Box 40 
Essex, Mo. 63846 or call Bert Tucker 314-283-5784 o~. 
Eugene McClung 314-283-5419." 
Want to give away two buses. Both 1969 Chevrolet 
54 passenger. 1 in good condition, the other needs a 
short block. Available free to needy church, but must 
take both. Call West University Church of Christ, 3507 
Bissonet, Houston, Tx. at 713-666-3535. 
CAMPUS MINISTER NEEDED: Need a director for the 
Bible Chair program at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University. Program Is well established. The director 
teaches credit courses on the campus and directs 
the activities at the Bible chair student center. Full-time 
position. Prefer married man with master's degree. Send 
resume to The Elders, Church of Christ, Box 514, 
Weatherford, Okla. 73096. 
Minister desires to relocate with free grace-oriented 
congregation In Midwest or Northeast, preferably in or 
near a large population center. I am 33, married, and 
possess advanced degree in biblical studies. Phone 
(309) 699-2465. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE MAY 1. 15 yrs. experience ag
gressive in personnel work and visitation. Possesses 
strong leadership qualities. Call: Will Moyers, 817-
927-7416 or write 4500 Rutland Ave., Fort Worth, TX 
76133. References available. 
RESTORATION QUARTERLY, 1966-69 issues, WANTED. 
Write or send to COLUMBIA CHRISTIAN COllEGE 
LIBRARY, 200 N.E. 91st Ave., Portland, OR 97220. 
Wanted. Part time preachin~ in the Houston area. 
Would consider within 50 male radius of Houston. If 
interested please call 358-7845-Houston number. 
Alfred Pehl, 3227 Sycamore Springs, Kingswood, TX 
77339. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 8083, Sedonm, 
Ariz. 86840. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for informatlon and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Washington, D.O. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria. VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'11-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A SP:;,:EC=I'""'A..,..L._,.M..,...A'""N..,.-f-=-o-r-ou-r 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the lord. This is a unique "on the 
job" training program for potential full-time workers . 
Work with youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders, 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(806) 857-3561. 
BEG, BORROW, OR BUY: I need old songbooks. 
Paperbacks or hardbacks. Any condition, publisher, or 
date. History Is important. I would also like to cor
respond with writers who want to publish. Stephen 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
CARING ••• COMPASSIONATE CONCERN FOR THE 
SICK encourages Christians In their quest to be like 
Jesus, particularly in ministering to the sick. For a free 
copy of this excellent resource book, write Caring-FF, 
Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. 

INVESTIGATE! The l~'lrm Fonnclattoa 
tries to screen ndvertiiiiDJ:, and will not 
knowlnJtl)" tnke questionable ndve·rtlslar:. 
nut It Is the render's responsibility to In• 
vestlgate. Like nny other paper, we some
times unwittingly run nn unworthy ad. 
u the old sn)"lng goes, before you lavest. 
IDYestlptel 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• aad help the church grow, too!· 

1Z0/o to 15°/o 
Co~npounding Beats IDUation! 

See Bow Your Money Grows Ia A. Taz·Sbeltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 

INDIVIDUAL RBTIREIIBNT ACCOlJNT B.R. 10 (Keoab) 

a,ooo Javeded Per Year* $15,000 Javeatcd Per Year* 
Alter Javeatllleat @0'- @15 .. Alter laveatlaeat @1Z._ @15'-
5yean $10,000 ·~7&59 $15,757·75 5yean $75,000 S107,8H.S6 S118,1U.S6 

lOyean zo,ooo 40,1Z8.46 48,Z34.88 10yean 150,000 300,963.S6 361,763.54 
ZOyean 40,000 168,8ZS.77 SU,U9-4Z zoyean 300,000 1,Z66,193.38 1,891.,481.15 
:50 yean 60,000 S81,S7S.37 1,03,491-4Z 30yean 450,000 4,361,117.33 8,4Z6,a&-45 

*EIIectlve daauary s, S98Za Aay W81e earner may Invest up to SZ,OOO per year • • • TAX· 
SHELTERED ••• Ia an ladiVldaal Retirement Account (IRA), re8ardless ol exlstla8 plaas. Also, 
lavestaaeats to Keo8b (B.R. so) Plaas may helaoreased to sss,ooo per year. 

TAX·SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS lavested Ia 
mortaa1e ebureb boads are earreatly earaJaa 
latereat at u-. to •s-.. 
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• No COIIIIIIIuloa ctaupa 
• Immediate aad latare tax beaellg 
• YoaiDYat IOZ' ~oanell aad ID 

olaanla poowtb, too 
• Ideal plaa to coad4er lor J'Oar 

lllbdster'a redrellleat 
• Traaderrllla J'OIII" es~at~aa pJaa to 

Tnat q,mpaaJ' ol America, coald 
1l:lcreaM J'Gar retlrealeat mcoaae 

Trut ~ ol Alllerlca 
5408 BeD • Boz 8183 

Alllarillo, T..u 79109-1005 
(806) H8-Z491 

Pleaae Mlldlalonaatloa oa tbe: 

0 Keoab Plaa (SeD-employed Retlrellleat Plaa) 
o LR.A. (BIIIployecl penoiUI Retlrellleat Plaa) 

N~e---------------------------------
Addreaa -------------------------------
CI~-------------State-.c-___ ZJp ___ _ 

P.boaeNo·----~~~--------------------{DaJ') ~t) 

Tn1at Ccnapaay ol America, P.O. Boz 8183, Alllal'lllo, 
Tezaa 79109-1005, (806) H8•Z491 1 

Tbb aaaoiiiiCemeat Ia aot aa oller to ..U aor a ..Uoltadoa o1 aa 
oHer to IRIJ' tbae AOIII'Idea. Tile o11er1z18 Ia made .,. the 
Proapectu. 
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WALL TO WAll PEOPLE jammed the Palmer House in Chi
cago for the Midwestern Evangelism Seminar, a three day 
lffair attended by church leaders and college young people 
from many states and several countries. On e amazing thmg 
about the gathering was the fact that over 80% of those in 
attendance had been christians for less than three years. 
There was. an air of optimism concerning the church and its 
future. 
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i.\~i'Nit-picking 
"! 

,·I .. 

In the .. Constitution of the Christian religion-the ser
mon or{ the ~biount-our lord and master emphasized 
one central theme. It runs like a golden thread all the 
way through the discourse. That theme was that instead 
of a hard, unbending, cold and merciless application of 
the law, his followers should temper justice with mercy, 
just as God does with us. If we-any of us- got what 
we deserve we would all go to Hell, we who have re
ceived so much mercy should extend some of it to 
others. Isn't there a parable somewhere about a servant 
who had received great mercy who refused to extend 
it to others? 

We don't know whether the jews had a word for it 
like we do, but they should have. Our word is "nit
picking." They were scrupulous about tithing their spic
es, but they paid little atention to the weighties matters 
of the law. We are a lot like them. 

A popular practice of ours is to find fault-any little 
fault-with others of our brethren. We make mountains 
out of molehills. We avidly read the scandal sheets to 
find out how black the sins of others are. Most con
gregations having problems do not want to admit that 
the causes of their problems are local. They almost al
ways want to blame them on someone far away-how-

. ever incongruous such an· accusation may be. Where 
churches have problems let them look at their own local 
conditions for the cause, and let not "those in power" 
set at naught the cause of the dissenters. The dissenters 
could be right. Nit-picking and character assassination 
do not solve problems. 

There is more unity in the average school board meet
ing or garden club meeting than in the average elders 
meeting simply because elders so easily lose sight of 
the weightier matters and occupy themselves with nit
picking. 

We have no historically great leaders in the church 
today, not because there is any lack of ability or ambi
tion, but because we followers are not creating them. 
Followers create leaders rather than leaders creating fol
lowers. It is our fault, not theirs. We are not bestowing 
leadership. We are picking our leadership to pieces. We 
want to put too many limits upon them. It is hard to 
lad in a straightjacket. 

It is inevitable-and even wholesome that leadership 
live in the limelight. Publicity and critical observations 
have a purifying effect. Emulation and envy are ever at 
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Work. When a brother's work becomes a standard for 
the church he becomes the target for every shaft of 
criticism, every unjust and noxious rumor and every 
envious and jealous would-be pace setter. The only way 
to be left alone is·to hide in ignominy and do nothing. 
Take a look at every work worthy of note done in our 
brotherhood in the last twenty-five years and see if the 
same nit-picking critics have not attacked them all. In
stead of our leaders being whittled down to the size 
of their critics we ought to be building them, backing 
them and supporting them. 

We hold it to be self-evident that none will slander 
a mediocre man. But if your leadership is stamped with 
genius, look out! 

Our leaders are assailed because they are leaders. 
Throughout history people have crucified their leaders. 
Men years ahead of their time have had to pay a ter
rible price, but the blood of the martyrs for progress 
is the hope of the Kingdom. 

There is one consoling thing, about leadership-it 
will still be leadership, in spite of slander, scorn or mal
ice. The gold of the good shines best when it is polished 
by friction. leadership that is worthy will prevail re
gardless of the opposition. Sometimes it is but a radiant 
glow from a sun that.has set, but it lights the. horizon of 
those who sti Ill ive. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

We call attention again to the great opportunity af
forded churches by the FOUNDAT\ON SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC. It will be held at Hensel Memorial 
Camp, and is jointly sponsored by the Firm Foundation 
and Westover Hills church in Austin. The date is june 
7-18. A full staff of the brotherhood's finest music teach
ers will t~ain about 150 men and boys not only to lead 
songs but to lead men. It is the finest leadership training 
school among us. Send us your men and boys and we 
will return to you congregational leaders. For further 
information write Foundation School of Music, Box 
610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

FIRl\1 FOUNDATION 
Renel Lemntons, Editor 
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Jabin, king o f Canaan, had been in 
con tro l of Israel for twen ty years. The 
pressure of his occupation force was 
emphasized by n ine hundred iron 
chariots which rumbled ceaselessly 
through _the la~d. Bu t Deborah, the on ly 
woman j udge m Old Testament hi story, 
ca lled for action against the invader. 
The people responded to her summons 
and we read : "the hand of Israel bore 
harder and harder on Jabin . . . un til 
they destroyed Jabin" (cf. Judges 4:1 -
24) . 

Victory! And a song to go w ith it : 
" That the leaders took the lead in 

Israel, 
that the people offe red t hemselves 

w ill ingly, 
bless the Lord! 
Hear, 0 kings; give ear, 0 princess · 
to t~e Lord I w i ll sing, ' 
I wil l make melody to the Lo rd, the 

God of Israel. 

Th~-~~·u·n·t~i~s· q~~k~d·b~f;r~·th·~ · 
Lord, 

yon Sinai before the Lord, the God 
of Israel 

• •••• 0 • •••• • •••••• 

To the sound of mu~ i ~i·a-~s· ~t .th·e· 
watering places, 

there they repeat the t ru imph of 
the Lord, 

the triumphs of his peasantry in 
Israel." 

Judges 5:2, 3, 5, 11. 

That's the way to work for the Lord 
is_n't it? T~e sounds of victory in th~ 
a1r-marchmg forward in the spirit of 
Barak! Yes, and wh ile we march let's 
ponder the victory song as well as sing 
lt. 

First, consider that the Barak of the 
song sounds like a different person from 
the Barak before the batt le. In the song 
Barak is the image of courage and fear
less leadership: "the leaders took the 
lead . . . the commanders of Israel of
fered themselves w illingly . . . Arise, 
Barak, lead away your captives" (Judges 
5:2, 9, 12). Barak rushed into the valley 
and inspired Zebulun and lssachar to 
"rush forth at his heels" (Judges 5:12). 

What a man! No wonder they called 
him 'Lightning'-the bri lliance of his 
example flashing across the fie ld and 
leading the soldiers into successfu l con
frontation ... 

That is the song. A nd then we turn to 
the prose record of chapter fou r. Debo
rah summoned Barak and issued the 
comm ission: "Does not the Lord, the 
God of Israel, command you, 'Go, 

~ ~ather your men at Mount Tabor, tak
Ing ten thousand . . . And I w ill draw 

" out Sisera to meet you and I w i ll give 
him into your hand'" (J udges 4:6, 7). 

There it was: call, com mand, promise 
straight from God to Barak. What a time 
for a man to be al ive ! W hat an oppor- · 
tunity to reach fame through mi l itary 
service for the Lord and hi s people! 

And then we read the next li ne: 

Victory Song 
E L MER P ROUT 

"Barak ~aid to he~, ' If you wi ll go w i th 
me, I w_ill go; but 1f you will not go with 
me, I wil l not go.'" 

It's unbelievab le, isn' t it? That is the 
man_ they sang about in the victory 
mus1c. The ballad made Barak out to 
b~ a hero but the prose account shows 
h1m ready to hide behind a lady's skirts. 
. Well, i_f the Barak of th e poem sounds 

l1ke a different person than the Barak 
before the battle i t is because he was. 
Gc;>d took that fearful heart, those trem
b lmg hands,_ t ho~e unwill ing feet and 
made them mto mstruments of victory. 
The Barak o f the prose account became 
the ,hero o!. the victory song because 
Gods creat1ve power is not limited by 
the tim id size of human hearts. 

Second, think of Barak in contrast to 
the people who searched their hearts 
but never got off the sandy beach. When 
Barak called for men the tribes of Zebu
lun and Naphtali came quickly (Judges 
4 :10; 5 :1 3-1 5). The message also reached 
t~e men of Reuben and Dan. They were 
g1ven the same opportunity to join the 
battle for freedom. And, they reall y 
thought it over. "Among the clans of 
Reuben there were great searchings of 
~he heart" or, as another translation has 
1t "great deliberations" (Judges 5:15, 16). 

Their t~oughtful debates sound good 
-no _nat1on needs thoughtless warriors 
~eachmg too qu ickly for the sword. But 
1t added up to nothing because the 
great searching thoughts of the heart 
never got off the sandy beach: 

"tarried among the sheepfolds to 
hear the piping for the flocks : .. 
stayed beyond the Jordan . . . abode 
with the ships . . . sat still at the 
coast .. . settled down by his land
ings" (Judges 5:16, 17). 
What th inkers they were! No danger 

of reckless act ion from them but wh i le 
they were safe w ith their sand cast les 
:·z~bu lun and Naphtal i put their l ives 
m jeopardy to the death on the heights 
of the field~' (Judges 5:18). 

The account of the batt le against Jabin 
ends by saying that the land had rest 
for forty years. But the rest came to the 
land, not because of the folks who 
waited for the sound of the flute, but 
because of fearfu l Barak who dared to 
take up h is fea r and walk into the ser
vice of the Lord. 

We are not faced w ith an 'either/o r' 
choice between action and tho ughtful
ness. Both are needed in the kingdom 
of God. But it is increasingly clear to 
me t hat one of the dangers wh ich be
lievers face in th is decade is the ten
dency to major in 'heart seelrch ings' 
w hi le forgett ing the act ion that must go 
w ith the search ing. 

W ith the best in tentions possible we 
may fa ll into the trap of substitu ting 
analysis for act ion . The energy that 

should be put into doing i s wasted in 
endless searching for perfect motives. 
For example, we read I Corinth ians 13 
and find that without love our gifts to 
the poor mean nothing. That is an im
portant fact but if we then say ' I do not 
want to be a hypocr.ite .so I' It .':Vait until 
I am sure that my heart has · the right 
attitudes' we have defea.ted the purpose 
of Pau l's emphasis on love. · 

O r we read Matthew 15 :8 and 9 
where Jesus rebukes those who honor 
God with their lips but whose hearts 
are far from him. Unwi lling to be classed 
w ith those fo lks we say .'My heart isn't 
r ight today so I'll not add to the prob
lem by just going through a form
better wait until my motives are 
straightened out.' Sincere perhaps but 
the effect is deadly for l ife w ith God. 

What if Barak had waited until his 
motives were fearless and completely 
proper? What if he had held back unti l 
he could say to Deborah, " OK, now I'm 
ready to go by myself l ike a real leader 
shou ld." Wou ld that t ime have ever 
come? Who would have risen to meet 
the need of the hour? 

Pure, unmixed motives- that is surely 
an ideal for which we should aim. But, 
li fe being what it is, who of us can wait 
to act until those ideals are reached? It 
is still true that God is greater than our 
motives and feel ings. The greatest hope 
for our life with God is not that we fi
nally clean up our motives until t hey are 
fit for the Lord to use-rather it is that 
God is able in 1982 to take our mixed up 
feelings, our hesitations and do w ith 
them the redemptive things he has al
ways done when people put their lives 
into his hands. 

True religion is not a feel ing
neither of fear nor of bravery-rather, 
it is "an answer to h im who is asking 
us to live in· a certain way." The call of 
the present hour is, as it has always 
been, to turn from the searchings of 
heart which divert us from getting into 
action for God-to stop "looking for 
meaning in l ife [which) is detached 
from doing." 

Abraham Hesche! puts i t this way: 
"What cannot be grasped in reflection, 
we comprehend in deeds ... The act of 
giving food to a helpless child is mean
ingfu l regardless of whether or not the 
moral intention is present. God asks for 
the heart, and we must spell ouJ: our 
answer in terms of deeds ... . It IS the 
act that teaches us the meaning of the 
act .. . The good motive comes into 
being whi le doing the good." 

Is i t not God who pu rifies our hearts 
(cf. Titus 2:14)? Shall we not trust him 
to do that even with the fearful, hesi
tant offe ri ng we put in his hands? 'Such 
as we have' let us bring those actions, 
put them into the service of God
when we do we will fi nd that the 'Barak' 
of the prose had become the 'Barak' of 
the victory song. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Rosevi ll e, Ca. 
95678 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE: 

The Person of Christ 
O.H.TABOR 

During this present Dispensation of Grace thousands have 
read, with rejoicing, the words Jesus said as recorded by 
John, "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life." These words tell us there is one Savior 
and only one who is qualified to save. This truth is the ·very 
foundation of Soteriology, and calls for an investigation into 
the Person of Christ. 

To emphasize the preeminence of Jesus Christ it may be 
well to introduce the several positions of Christ, as the Bible 
points out. First, we need to reflect upon his preincarnate 
existence. It may be true that, in view of the truth that he 
took upon himself the human form and nature, the mind of 
man is disposed to think of Christ in terms of finite inability 
and incompetency. Perhaps a cure for such an erroneous idea 
is to meditate and reflect on his preincarnate state of exis
tence. In the eternal past Christ "was with God," indeed he 
"was (in) God." This was "before the world was." We are 
repeatedly told that Christ had a part in creation. john de
clares that "all things were made through him; and without 
him was not anything made that hath been made." Although 
the second person of the Trinity often appears in the Old 
Testament, he is never referred to as Christ. Instead we have 
the names "Son," "Jehovah," and "the Angel of jehovah." 
Jesus did not apply the specific term LOGOS to himself but 
it is applied to him by the Holy Spirit. This is a distinctive 
term that relates him to eternity. The term gives us a far
reaching revelation of his Deity as well as his eternal relation 
to the First Person. W. l. Alexander writes, "The term carries 
its own meaning with it; in other words, that simple idea 
presented to the mind by the word, LOGOS, is so truly de
scriptive of Christ that it may be used without any qualifi
cation as a designation of him, just as the words life, light, 
manna, peace, are elsewhere used in the Bible." 

Second, we need to notice the position of Christ as the 
Incarnate One. This doctrine must be firmly fixed in one's 
mind as the ground of all other realities. Since Christ com
bined in himself undiminished Deity and perfect humanity, 
there is no other being like him, either within the Godhead, 
among angels or among men. This theanthropic Person is as 
much God as the Father, or the Holy Spirit; but we must re
member that neither the Father, nor the Holy Spirit has 
come into union with that which is human. We can say that 
"Christ differs from all others in heaven or on earth in that 
the breadth of his sphere has been expanded to a point to 
which none other has ever attained or will ever attain." The 
incarnation was necessary; to confirm God's promises, to re
veal the Father, to give us an example of a holy life, to destroy 
the works of the Devil. But beyond all else one may say, he 
came to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself and to give 
his life a ransom for many to bring sons into Glory. 
After looking at the Preincarnate One and then the ln-
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carnate Christ we ask with thousands, why did he come to 
earth? The answer must be that he came and he was born in 
the flesh that he might go to Calvary. The evaluation of the 
Saviour is bound up, to a large degree, with his work upon 
the cross. Such an evaluation had come to Pal!l when, he in 
personal adoration said of Christ, "The life I now live in the 
flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). The death of Christ is the 
pivot fact in Christianity. It is the very heartbeat; its life 
blood. Without it Christianity would not be. His worth lay 
not in the examples he set but the death he died. The incar
nation was but paving the way for death; his death was the 
goal of incarnation. The preincarnate One, the Incarnate One 
was crucified. 

Death did not hold him for the Person, who went down 
into the tomb, arose again the third day. The incarnation ac
complished the union of two natures in one theanthropic 
Person, in which union . his Deity was veiled and his hu
manity, though sinless, was such as might mingle with 
humanity in the common experiences of life. However, in his 
resurr.ection his deity was unveiled and the glorification of 
his humanity was seen. When jesus arose he became what 
he ever will be and that which none other has ever been 
before. Because of his suffering and death God has highly 
exalted him in heaven and given him a name which is above 
every name (Phil. 2:9). 

The body that had been prepared for him in incarna
tion (Heb. 1 0:5), that had been laid down in death 
upon the cross (Heb. 10:1 0), was now raised and came 
forth from the tomb. The resurrection of jesus Christ is a sure 
pledge of the resurrection of the believer and as he arose 
with a glorified, incorruptible, heavenly body, so shall we. 
"As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall bear 
the image· of t~e heavenly" (1 Cor. 15:49). 

The fifth position of the Risen Christ is at the right hand 
of the Father and is functioning as our High Priest. The omni
potent Savior, though indwelling every believer, is locally 
present in heaven. He is now head over all things to the 
Church and is now preparing a place for his saints-his sons 
whom he is bringing into glory. Christ is the One Way of ap
proach to God. He is the Divine Mediator, whether we wish 
to be delivered out of bondage of sin, or whether we desire 
to enter into the fullness of liberty as sons and heirs of God, 
we must do it through Christ. All blessings promised under 
the covenant of Grace are hid away in the God-man. He is 
the Christian's Great High Priest. The person who was with 
the Father in the Beginning was made flesh and dwelt among 
us for a while. He suffered the death on the cross,. arose from 
the dead and is coming again. He has gone to prepare a place ... · 
for his redeemed people and will come for his own. We won-: 
der why it is that so many refuse to believe on Jesus when .. · 
he is offering grace enough to cover all their sins. 
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T. PIERCE BROWN 

Most of us who preach the gospel have urged upon our 
hearers the necessity of repentance; quoting Luke 13:3 or 5 
as proof of such necessity in obedience of that gospel. Surely 
there is no question that repentance is a key point in con
version, for without it baptism is useless, and with it the de
sire to be baptized is a certainty for one properly taught. 

Probably most of us also have realized that a text out of 
context is but a pretext. We surely know that in teaching a 
person the way of salvation, we should also teach them to 
handle the word of God with honesty and care. We teach 
persons to distinguish between the statements and commands 
of jesus which applied to the Apostles, or the jews of his day 
and those which apply to us. If we do not, we should. 

There is no question that repentance is a vital part of the 
plan of salvation. The question is: Does the fact that Jesus 
commands or commends it in Luke 13:3 prove it to be a part 
of God's plan of salvation for us? In this day, some ridicule 
"proof texts." It is my strong conviction that we should have 
a "proof text" (authority) for EVERYTHING we teach or prac
tice in religious matters. But are the verses under considera
tion the proof texts we need in telling a man what to do to 
be saved today? What is the context, subject matter and oc
casion on which Jesus said, "Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish"? Is he talking about how to be born again, 
added to the church, justified, reconciled to God in Christ, re
deemed by the blood, etc.? It is true that we will be lost if we 
do not repent, but do those verses prove it? If Jesus had said, 
"Except ye repent and keep the Sabbath day holy, ye shall 
perish," what would you do with the passage? It is true 
that there was but one church purchased by the blood of 
Christ and to which all the saved are added, but does the 
fact that Noah built only one ark prove that, or merely illus
trate it? It is true that one is cleansed of sin at the point of 
baptism, but do you prove it by relating the story of Naaman 
the leper? 

If Christ is here giving one of the steps in the plan of sal
vation, let us assert that truth. If not, may it not be that we do 
a disservice to his Cause if we sound as if he is? Would it not 
be more fitting to use these verses to show that the principles 
of our salvation are the same as the principles of their sal
vation, whether the salvation was from the bondage in 
Egypt, from the furnace of fire, from the de11 of lions, or 
from leprosy? 

When you use Jonah's messag~ to Nineveh, do you use it . 
to prove anything about the "plan of salvation? Do you try 
to prove baptism essential to salvation by the story of Naa
man? If you do, even"trine immersion" would not do! He 
dipped seven times! If you are in the habit of quoting Mala
chi 3:10 for your authority on giving, then these suggestions 
may not mean much to you. But if you understand that the 
command, "Bring the tithe to the storehouse" does not au
thorize dropping SOMETHING in a collection basket on the 
first day of the week, then you may understand and appre
ciate my point. 

I am simply trying to emphasize that even those of us who 
have been preaching for many years may ·need to be re
minded, and to remind others, of the value of learning how 
to use the teachings of the Bible properly. We seem to have 
no problem with a passage such as Luke 17:14 which says, 
"Go show yourselves unto the priest." We know it was not a 
command which relates to our cleansing. Does the "perish" 
of Luke 13:3 refer to our being lost in eternity if we do not 
repent in obedience to the gospel? 

· The Bible says about Judas, "-he went away and hanged 
himself." It says, 11Go, and do thou likewise." Jesus says, 
"What thou doest, do quickly." It is proper for me to quote 
them, for they are scripture. But is it proper for me to connect 
them as if they are related and/or binding on us? Let us try to 
make sure we teach others to handle aright the word of God 
and then practice what we preach! 

112 Lemont Lane, R !#3, Tullahoma, Tn. 37388 

OOMl\IUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for t:ommunion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'1 
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Law and Principle 
Why do we have so many commands 

and directives from God? Does he have 
some kind of divinely selfish interest 
that is ful filled by his bu rdening us w ith 
requirements and restrictions? Does he 
have an ego problem which would 
cause him to demand, "You people on 
earth, I command you to sing praises to 
me"? 

The legislators of Texas passed a law 
that each automobile licensed in the 
state must have an inspection sticker on 
the driver's side of th e w indshield. They 
made that ·law because some of us are 
careless about keeping our ca rs in safe 
operating condit ion. The law is for the 
good of the owner of the ca r and for 
the others w ho might be jeopardized 
by its operation. So the law is for the 
good of all concerned. 

Suppose that our legislators shou ld 
pass another law requi ring a green star 
sticker on the passenger side of the 
windshield. They explain the purpose of 
this law: "We madP this law just to let 
you know that we have the authority to 
legislate. We want you to get this 
sticker simply because we say for you 
to get it." That would be an arbitrary, 
despotic law. And after the next election 
there would be some new faces in the 
legislature! 

Law must originate from authority in 
order to have val idity; yet just laws are 
not arbitrary expressions of authority. 

Laws are designed for th e benefit and 
protection of the govern ed. Each law is 
based upon some good or mora l princi
ple. A command without a principle i s 
arbitrary, only satisfying a despotic 
whim. 

God's laws are not arbitrary expres
sions of authority. His commands are 
not for the satisfy ing of the wh ims of 
an egocentric deity. His laws are based 
upon the principle of what is good for 
m an and just with God. A command 
expediting a principle may contain some 
element of arbitary choice like God's 
choice of the seventh day as the sab
bath. Commands only direct and expe
dite the applicati on of the principles 
involved. Rather than initiat ing rituals 
of sacramen tal value, God's comma nds 
direct man in the receiving of grace and 
growing in grace in the sp iri tual rea lm 
and in the li ving responsibly w ith hi s 
fellow man in the moral rea lm. 

The principl e is broader and greater 
than the command. Man's tendency has 
been to emphasize the lawfu l demand 
and to minimize or fail to discern th e 
principle. This is a facet of legalism. 

The Ten Commandments, fo r in
stance, were not arbitrary laws, but were 
based on principles even th ough the 
Jews interpreted them as being arbi
trary. In the firs t three God is saying, " I 
love you and want your full fellowship." 
In the fi fth through the tenth, he is 
saying, " Love and respect each other." 
The fourth command, "Remember the 
sabbath day to keep it holy," might 
seem not to fit w ith the nine. However, 
it is the pivotal command . It points both 
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directions-to God and man. In it God 
is saying, "Remember your spiritual re
lationsh ip with me and remember the 
dignity and purpose of man." 

The Jews accep ted the sabbath com
mand as a most absolu te and arbitrary 
exp_ression of God's w ill. They sought to 
defrne all the lega liti es relating to th is 
com:nand whi le_ m_inimizing or failing 
to d1scern the pnnc1ples it was designed 
to promote. 

One man defied God and was put to 
death for gathering firewood on the 
sabbath (Num. 15:32-3 6). But Jesus put 
the law in true perspecti ve. He consid
ered mercy shown to a sheep to be 
more important than the sabbath law 
(Matt. 12:9-1 2). He also explained, " The 
sabbath was made for man, no t man for 
the sabbath." Law was made for the 
benefit of man. Man was not made to 
comply with arbitrary law. 

There are two levels of responsibili ty. 
One person passes a school wi th re
duced speed and great cau tion because 
of concern for innocent children. An
other person speeds by with no concern . 
For this person, a sign must be posted 
w hich defines fifteen miles per hour 
as the speed limit and a policeman 
must be around to help enforce it. Since 
this man does not accept responsibility 
out of concern, he must be forced to ac
cept it by law. Paul explained that "the 
law is not laid down for the just but for 
the lawless and disobedient ... " The 
first person needed no law. Law was 
made for the second. 

Th ere are two levels of obed ience. A 
man has two sons w ho go out on their 
dates. To each he says, "Come home 
early; please don't stay out late." The 
more mature sons realizes that his fa
ther and mother won' t sleep a w ink 
un til he comes home and that he him
self must go to school the next morning. 
So he comes home at a very reasonable 
hour. The less mature son comes in at 
two o'clock. When confro nted about 
it, he exclaims, " Dad, you did not say 
how late late is and how early early 
is!" For this son the father must make 
a rig id law : Ten o'clock or you w ill be 
punished! One son is guided by prin
ciples; the other is gu ided by legal 
specifi ca tions. 

We see both levels of responsibi lity 
and obed ience in God's fami ly. Our im
maturity has been evident. We often 
search earth and heaven to find all the 
legal requi rements and lim itations. We 
discuss, w rangle, debate, judge, and 
censor to the point of alienating and 
dividing whi le missing the principle that 
God had in mind. Often w here authori 
tative specifications have been lacking, 
we have formulated our own by spe
cious logic. And, in case all e lse fails, we 
have devised elder authority to define 
and bind lawful specifications. Th at is 
the ultimate of lega lism. Such an ap
proach wi ll keep us confused, en
slaved, and divided. 

j esus spoke out against those who 
sought just ification by keepi ng legal re-

quirements. The scribes and Pharisees 
were so scrupulous abo~t keeping the 
law of the tithe tha t they would not over
look th e sprigs of seasoning herbs in 
th ei r gardens-mint, rue, and dill (Matt. 
23:23; Lk. 11 :42). God's directive con
cerni ng t i th ing was not given because he 
had need o f food or money nor because 
God wanted to lay a burden on man to 
test him. God wa nted this to be given 
for the welfare of his people. The Phar
isees were looking for specifics as to how 
to keep the technica l ity of the law when 

(Cont inued on page 11) 
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My John 3:7 6 Toothbrush 
DENN IS CRAWFORD 

I visi ted a Christian bookstore the 
other day. I have to make a couple of 
visi ts each month-not always to buy
but to keep up with w hat's in print. 

While browsing I walked by the gi ft 
counter and some of the gift items 
caught m y eye. 

I could have bought a John 3: "16 
toothbrush. 

I thought about a "I can do all things 
through Christ w ho strengthens me" 
comb. 

I was start led and amused by a small 
p icture of a strange looking man. Then I 
rea l ized I was looking at my ref lection 
in a "Smile. God loves you" purse mir
ror. 

And the pencils! The penci ls had 
Bible verses written on them. I thought 
about buying one for my w ife to make 
ou t the grocery list with. An appropriate 
verse would be "Man shall not live 
by bread alone" but the nearest th ing 
I could find was " I am the bread of 
life." I stifled the urge. She'll just have 
to st ick with her "Walker and Creighton 
Ford" freebie ballpoint. 

Bumper stickers abounded. There was 
the " Smile, God loves you" sticker and 
the ever present " Honk if you love 
j esus." They were sold out of " In case 
of rapture this vehicle will be unoc
cupied ." I looked for one wi th the mes
sage " This car stops at all Christian 
bumper sticker racks" but evidently they 
didn 't carry tha t one. 

The l ittle boy in me chuckled as I 
bounced a "Go in to all the world" 
rubber bal l. 

But in laughter there is sorrow. How 
l ike us these tr inkets are! How many 
times do we try to find peace in a 
slogan, a d isjointed Bib le text or a 
smiley face button! 

Pau l, who lived in the days of 
phylacteri es, said, " I coun t all th ings but 
loss in view of the surpassing val ue gf 
knowing Christ jesus my Lord." He 
realized Christian maturity did not come 
through formu las and pat answers but 
through living Christ. 

Mottos, marked Bib les, and proof 
texts are a sign of Christian immaturi!Y· 
Real maturity comes through the daily 
uninspi ring grind of living with and for 
jesus. 
1006 Rob in Haven, Ben tonvi lle, AR 
7271 2 
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A Preacher Survey ( 5) 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

We are grateful for the over 300 evangelists who re
sponded so well to the seven point survey. 1 am happy that 
some of us could take this personal inventory through the 
pages of this journal. 

The last and final question was: "In what areas are elders 
failing the church today?" Granted, some of our greatest 
weaknesses can be found among the preaching and "elder
ing" brethren. Yet, the church's strength lies in her spiritual 
men of vision who preach the word in and out of season and 
~ho tend the flock of God over which the Holy Spriit has 
gJVen them charge. Responses to the last question are as 
follows: 

1) Many elders are wonderful men and the brethren are 
failing them. 2) Elders are allowing too much of the world to 

. creep into the church. The church is not an organization for 
the entertainment of young and old alike. Too much em
phasis is on buildings rather than Bibles and on gyms rather 
than Jesus. Basketball is fine, but must we "excuse" our in
dulgence by calling our basketball stadiums "family life cen
ters" in order to justify our preoccupation with the physical 
and social? 

3) The elders where I worship are not failing. They are 
loving shepherds of a flock who know their sheep by name. 
They encouraged my work and lead the church peaceably and 
with godly humility. 4) Elders are not keeping abreast of the · 
times and misunderstand the work of a shepherd. Because of 
fear and overteaching on the role of elders, we have ended 
up with elders who are making executive decisions in a cor
ner much like an administrative board would do. There is 
very little team work with deacons and ministers, and there 
is a great deal of fear in most elderships as far as delegation 
is concerned. 
5) Too many elders are little men enjoying a title. They like 

to call the shots for others to follow with little personal in
volvement in the actual doing of the work. Many occupy 
positions and are not leaders. I believe that the man, as 
lipscomb believed, who does the work of an elder is an 
elder. I do not have the title, and don't want it, but I believe 
before God, I am an elder, deacon, evangelist for the lord. 
Much disgrace has been suffered by the church because of 
men calling themselves elders. 

6) Elders often fail to be shepherds who feed the flock and 
have settled for being a board of directors who call shots. 
Too many think of themselves as church "bosses" and watch
dogs over the treasury and forget that they are to tend sheep. 
Sheep tending is less glamorous than preacher hiring and fir
ing and making decisions about monetary expenditures. 

7) Elders fail by not taking the lead and setting great 
examples for members to emulate. Elders lead more, perhaps 
only, by example than by any other method. They certainly 
have not been given dictatorial powers. Sheep will go any
where the shepherd leads them, even over a cliff. Sheep will 
not go where someone drives them. They'll stampede! 

8) Elders are learning and doing much better these days. 
(This is not an answer to the last question, but it is indicative 
of the thoughts expressed by many preaching brethren ... 

and for this we are thankful, scg.) Elders fail in their general 
lack of acquaintance and rapport with all members of the 
flock. Sheep do not respond to the voices of stranegrs in a 
positive way. 

9) Elders are given, and receive, the "office" of bishop 
without meeting the scriptural qualifications set down in the 
New Testament. There are more elders with unfaithful chil
dren than there are with all of their children faithful. Why is 
this? And why are so many elders' wives unfriendly and aloof 
from visitors and even members of the church? Elders must 
not only meet God's qualifications, but their families must 
meet God's qualifications for all Christians. 

10) Elders fail, as preachers, by not reaching their potential. 
Most of all, men who accept the responsibility to shepherd 
the flock, do not have time nor take time to visit among the 
sheep. 11) Elders fail to prepare for the tasks before them. 
There is a lack of vision among many elderships. Countless 
elderships fail to look ahead and plan for the needs of the 
church in the decades to come. Every problem that arises 
seems to be an immediate crisis and is usually unexpected. 

12) Many of our elders lack basic Bible knowledge. So 
many elders are guided by preachers simply because they do 
not know enough about the scriptures to refute a preacher 
who may be teaching false doctrine. Many preachers pontifi
cate to elders with their permission. 

13) Many elders fail to realize there is a time to step down. 
One of the many plagues of congregations is for members to 
deal with an elder who thinks his "job" is one for life. If 
elders had to move as much as preachers had to move, they 
might think long and hard before using the pupliteer as the 
scapegoat for lack of str~n?th among the sheph~r~s. Too 
many elders are all too w11l~ng to ~u.dge on the B1bhcal re
quirements for the shepherdmg pos1t1on. 

14) Some elders are proud of their "office" and wear their 
title like a civic club lapel pen. 

15) Elders do not prepare thoroughly enough. He sh?uld 
have read and been familiar with all 66 books of the B1ble. 
He cannot claim to be apt to teach until he can talk with 
others about their choice of any book in the Bible. Many 
elders are more "apt not to teach" than they are to tea~h. 

16) Often elders fail in not giving members credit for havmg 
much faith. It is wrong to assume that the average member's 
faith is not stronger than the elders'. Open communication 
will solve a lot of this problem. 

17) The most glaringly apparent blem.ish in the lives .of 
elders is their failure as parents. If a man 1s unsuccessful w1th 
his family, reasons scripture, how can he be any mor~ suc
cessful with God's faimly? I would support the pract1ce of 
securing verbal consent before witne~ses from each of !he 
prospective elder's children and his w1fe befor~ ever settmg 
him into a shepherding role. Too many. otherw1se .good men 
have been blown away by their own k1ds, and th1s must be 

stopped. 
This ends our serial on questions put to preachers. 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48506-3099 
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A Plea for Unity 
How do you measure the strength of 

your local congregation? By its num
bers? Its properties? Its leading people 
from the community as members? Its 
budget? Its works? 

The true measurement of strength in 
your local congregation should be found 
in Genesis 11 :6, "Behold, they are one 
people, and they all have the same 
language. And this is what they began 
to do, and now nothing which they pur
pose to do will be imposible for them." 
Why would God bother to come down 
and look over their unity! Congregations 
who have such unity are a power which 
must be dealt with! These people at the 
Tower of Babel were committed to a 
~oal wh.ich united .them-they weren't 
JUSt earned away w1th a great idea! 

What's wrong with the unity in our 
brotherhood? It must be traced back to 
the unity of the local congregations. 
When local congregations learn the 
PC?wer of unity then the Lord's church 
w1ll kn:>w the power of unity. We can
not butld a un1ted church upon divided 
congregations! 

In Epehsians 4 Paul outlines the unity 
that should measure the true strength of 
each lo~al congreg~tion. Only when we 
have th1s strong umty locally will we be 
able to have this strong unity as a 
brotherhood. 

Paul begins with ATTITUDE UNITY. 
How well we get along locally with 

One Translation Sect 
. There is a lot being said about transla

tron today. More is said negatively than 
positively. Much to my horror, I am 
seeing a movement underway to estab
lish a one translation sect. It seems that 
some now are questioning the American 
Standard Version and imply that it is 
"unsound." This is sad when one 
realizes that we do not have any English 
translations that are perfect. Each ver
sion has some shortcomings, but with 
some knowledge on our part, we can 
know where the translators "slipped
up" and ~o on and use the translation 
for our edification and salvation. 

One of the values of usin~ more than 
one translation in studying God's word 
is that one may shed more light on a 
Greek tense in a passage than another 
does. A good example of this is found in 
I John 3:6 where the King James Version 
(KJV) reads: 

"Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen 
him, neither known him." 

The New International Version (NIV) 
has this reading which brings the Greek 
tense out. 

"No one who lives in him keeps on 
sinning. No one who continues to sin 
has either seen him or known him." 

Another oassage made clearer is I John 
3:9. In the KJV it is rendered. 

"Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God." 
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brethren has a lot to do with how well 
~e get alc;mg with the brotherhood. What 
1~ our attitude towards brethren who we 
IJ~e. and work around? Is it one of "hu
mrllty ... gentleness ... patience ... 
showing forbearance to one another in 
love ... the bond of peace?" If we are 
h~vi.ng a difficult time establishing, main
tarnrng, and re~airin.g relationships be
cause .of our d1vers1ty of personalities 
t~at ex1sts among us locally, then 1 would 
II ke to know how we expect to do it as 
a brotherhood?! No wonder we have so 
much "mud-~linging" through the print
ed page and rn our conversations! 

Harmony and peace cannot abide 
among us without the love of God in us' 
"If someone says, 'I love (get along with) 
G.od and hates. (doesn't get along with) 
hrs brother, he IS a liar; for the one who 
does not love (get along with) his brother 
whom he has seen, cannot love (get 
along with) God whom he has not seen!" 

Next, Paul talks about DOCTRINAL 
UNITY. Unity begins with doctrine. The 
local congregation, and the church uni
versal, can be no stronger than her 
doctrine. Unity begins with us being 
saints, not sinners! There cannot be un
ity with doctrinal error, or we could 
fellowship anyone, no matter what they 
believe! 

But, the question is, just what is the 
doctrine we should be united on? Paul 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The NIV translates the passage: 
"No one who is born of God will con

tinue to sin, because God's seed remains 
in him; he cannot go on sinning, be
cause he has been born of God." 

Another passage is found in I john 
5:18 where the KJV renders it: 

"We know that whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not; but he that is begotten 
of God keepeth liimself and that wicked 
one toucheth him not." 

The NIV states: 
"We know that anyone born of God 

does not continue to sin; the one who 
was born of God keeps him safe, and the 
evil one does not touch him." 

The American Standard Version does 
a bP.tter job of the expression, "born of 
God," found in both the KJV and NIV. A 
better rendering of the Greek, found in 
the ASV, is "begotten of God." By using 
these thr~e English versions we can get 
a better rdea of what John is saying in 
these three passages. 

We should not go into error on trans
lations and try to dethrone God by 
binding one translation upon others be
cause we find some shortcomings in 
others. We should use translations to aid 
us in our study. Comparative studying is 
~ood and will help us to enrich our 
knowledge of God's word and find the 
shortcomings of each version. Perhaps, 
one day, we will have a revision that will 
remove most, if not all of the objection
able renderings and leave us with a 

(Continued on page 11) 

Do We Have a Ritual? 
JOE MORGAN TAYLOR 

. Som.e have said that we do not have a 
ntual m t.he Church of Christ because 
~very ac! rn the daily life of a Christian 
rs W?rshrp, and that we cannot separate 
s~rvtce from worship. How can we de
crde w~ether or not we have a ritual? 
~ccordmg to Webster, a ritual is "the 
rrtes and ceremonies, collectively of a 
church or other religious body." 'so in 
order to know if the church to which 1 
belong .has a ritual, I will have to know 
what ntes and ceremonies are and 
whether or not we have a collection of 
them. The words, rites and ceremonies 
are found only one time in the Bible' 
(Num 9:3) .and I could find them only i~ 
the Authorrze~ v.ersion. So it is necessary 
to go to the dtctronary for the definition· 
of these two words before I can know 
whether or not we have a ritual. 

Webster says that a rite is "a pro
~cribed rule or formal procedure used 
m solemn ceremonies." He says that to 
prosc.ri.be a thing is to "lay down a rule 
rn wrrtmg, or otherwise, as a course to be 
followed." Our Savior laid down a rule 
about the lord's Supper when he said 
"Take! eat, this is my body," and, "Drink 
from tt, all of you." Paul reinforced this · 
~ule. in the eleventh chapter of First Cor
mthrans. We have been admonished. 
many times to sing, pray and teach. The 
Corinthians were commanded to "lay · 
by in store upon the first day of the 
week." When the church to which I be
long assembles upon the first day of the 
week, we make a formal procedure of 
doing the five things mentioned above. 
Therefore, I must disallow the dictionary 
or admit that the church to which I be- · 
long has a ritual according to the general 
usa~e of the word. 

Does this ritual have any effect on our 
eternal salvation? Can we take our sins 
to heaven with us? What can wash away 
my sins? Nothing but the blood of jesus! · 
However, this washing is conditional. 
John wrote, "But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 
his Son, purifies us from every sin." It is 
possible to do any one of the five rites . 
of our formal procedure without as- · · 
sembling together, but we know that th~ ,. 
disciples at Troas met together upon the 
first day of the week to break bread, and 
we know that we are commanded not to , 
forsake the assembling of ourselves to- . 
gether. Can we walk in the light of God's 
Word without assembling? If we asemble ·. 
upon the first day of the week, can we 
refuse to share in the formal procedure,-~~·~ 
or ritual, and still be walking in the light?. }' 
If we cannot, meeting and sharing in the ·:'.~ 
formal procedure or r-itual are necessary.·:::. 
in order to meet the condition laid down ·.i;· 
for the continuous purification of our.:~': 
sins. Let us make it as sure as we can.:~-!· 
about our eternal life in the Son by no~ :~f· 
forsaking the assembly of the saints ,!;· 
where V'/e share in the ritual, or as we.:,;~~~ 
commonly call it, the worship. :jj11; 
125 Cambon Drive 8-D, San Francisco;·:~ 
California 94132 _z 
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L EONARD MULL ENS 

The fo llowing article was written by Bro. Nick Young, of And e r
son, Indiana. It has to do with t ra ining new crea tures in Chris t, 
and it is ve ry -excellent. Churches would do we ll to consider what 
Oro. Young says in this a rticle.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, 
Salado, Texas 76571. 

Discipling the New Believer 
NICK YOUNG 

Anyone active in evangelism knows the di fficulty of keep
ing converts faithful. The mortality rate among new believers 
in many churches of Christ is above 50% . One of the most 
common complaints heard in our brotherhood about the 
brotherhood is that people are exiting almost as fast as they 
are entering. Nothing is more discou raging to a soul w inner 
than to lose a convert. Nothing can depress a shepherd or a 
church more than the fa lling away of a brother or sister that 
had been in the Lord. More has been written and said about 
this vital theme in recent yea rs. Still, our knowledge of de
veloping new Christians into mature bel ievers is extremely 
limited. Most of us seem to be helplessly ignorant in the 
actual mechanics of producing fruit that remains. Surely the 

~ church can do something. I bel ieve that there is. This article 
deals with only one of the many aspects of this subject: the 
new Christians' class. 

Over the past several years we have put together a com
plete, detailed program that is meeting the needs of our 
converts. I will be happy to send anyone more information 
about our ministry to new Christians. Simply send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to me at the Li ndberg Road Church 
of Christ, 2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012. 

We have seen new members stabilized and new leaders 
trained. A greater awareness is developing w ithin the whole 
church for keeping the saved. Briefly, this article wi ll discuss 

, the title, curriculum and structure of the cl ass. 
First of all, we call our class " Basics of Christianity," and 

usually refer to it simply as our " Basics Class." We rejected 
terms such as " New Christians' Class," " New Converts' 
Class," " First Principles' Class" because in our judgment th ese 
terms tend to stigmatize a new converts' class as an activ ity 
for immature or stupid peopl e. "Basics o f Christianity" was 

' chosen because we are teaching the basics of Christianity. 
With this title the stigma of being new in the ch urch is 
minimized as eve ryone, even the o ld guard, needs to oc
casionally study basic Christian principles. 

Secondly, the curriculum for the course consists o f two 
parts: a textual study of 1 john and 20 topical lessons written 

, by this author especially for new Christian s. The first eigh t 
weeks of the study is spent in the simple and reassuring book 
of 1 john. Following this the next 40 weeks are devoted to 
studying such themes as " How to Stay Converted," "Music 
in the Church," "Relationships," " How to Study the Bible," 
"The Family," " The ACTS of Prayer," "The Lord's Supper," 
" Developing A Daily Quiet Time," etc. (These. lessons are 
available in a 60 page workbook for $5 from Abundant 

Living," 1110 Brunswick Way, Anderson, Indiana 46012.) It is 
the opinion of th is author that most people who fall away 
do not do so because of a disagreemen t over doctrine. Peo
ple become unfaithful due to personal or fam ily problems, 
sins, lack of love or fellowsh ip, lack of teaching or training, 
etc. In general, their needs were unfufilled; needs they 
thought would be met once they turned to God. Hence, these 
20 lessons blend together doctri nal teaching and practical 
instructions on matters that are fundamenta l to Christian 
living. 

The structure of the class is very simple. It is taught in a 
round tab le discussion by two co-teachers to 15 students. 
En ro llment is limited to 15. When one group reaches its ca
pacity, another separate group w ith two co-teachers begins. 
Thus, the faste r growing churches must have a number of 
men capable of teach ing and shepherding and counseling 
new Christians. The wives of the teachers also are encouraged 
to be a part of the group. In fact, we fee l the teacher's wife 
is very importan t to this program because new sisters need 
relationships and examples from older sisters in the Lord 
just as new brothers need these same things from older 
brothers in Christ. The class is neither a lecture nor a rap 
session but a directed Bible study on a specific topic. It meets 
each week on Sunday morning at the regular Bible class slot. 
Midway through the course the group acqui res ·new co
teachers so that t eacher-itis, w hich is so common with longer 
running classes, may be avoided. Monthly fellowships, de
vot iona ls, and meals are conducted outside th e regular Bible 
class assemb ly. A pre-class continental breakfast and fellow
ship is held once a mon th for all the students o f all the 
groups to create relat ionships outside a person's own group. 
Teachers are expected to spend at least th ree hours each 
week visiting and counseling the members of their groups 
in the students' own home envi ronments. Enrollment is 
limi ted to married adults; teenagers and single adults are 
encouraged to attend their own classes. 

Despite some people in the brotherhood who have ex
pressed negative opinions about a separate class for new 
Christians, we have realized the following benefits : 

1. New Christians are better equipped for living the Christian 
life as a result o f participation in a study designed to meet 
their special needs. 

2. New Christians are encou raged to build friendships w ith 
o ther new Christ ians. This promotes the mutual sharing 
of common problems and solutions w hich enables them 
all to grow together. 

3. New Christians are not overwhelmed by their lack of 
knowledge as they wo uld be if they went into a regu lar 
adul t Bible class. 

4. New Christ ians come to know on a personal basis their 
co-teachers and w ives. These four Christ ians are some of 
the most spiritually mature people in the church. Thus, 
the new Christian is provided with relationships with 
leaders and excellent examples to follow as he journeys 
toward heaven. 

s. Shepherding of the flock is learned through firstha~d 
experience as th ese teachers trai n and counsel the peop e 
in their classes .. 

Agai n, it should be stated that a new Christians' class.is.not 
a cure-all. Much more needs to be done w ith new Chnst1an_s 
than just putting them in a separate class. Nevertheless, 1t 
can be a very effective part of a tota l program geared to 
discipling new bel ievers. 
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NEW A DVANCE IN SAN ANTONIO 

The churches of San Antonio met for 
their second area w ide meeting to d is
cuss evangelistic outreach to th e Spanish 
population. More than SO e lders, m in
isters, mission committee members and 
intereste_d persons from the fo llowing 
churches met together : Northwest, 
Northside, Randolph, Sunset Ridge, Oak 
Hills, Lackland Terrace, High land Hi l ls, 
Belaire, Shenandoah, Grove Av., and 
MacArthur Park. Most evident was a new 
spirit of enthusiasm, determination and 
cooperation among the area churches t o 
assist in evangelizing the Latin popu la
tion est imated at close to 500,000 in San 
Antonio. Work.began about 10 years ago 
when Oak Hills hired John Martinez to 
work w ith a small group of Spanish 
speaking Christians meeting at Grove Av. 
Today there are almost 100 meeting for 
regular worship. 

Th e Oak Hills elders introduced two 
workers to assist in the outreach to the 
Hispanic commun ity: Joe Lee and Pat 
Hi le. Both of these men are veteran mis
sionaries recently returned from Guate
mala. They presented th ei r p lans for a 
new missionary train ing program to be 
set up in San Antonio. Plans cal l for a 
three phase program: 

l anguage and culture study. During a 
two month intensive course prospective 
missionaries will live with latin fam ilies 
and be introduced to the Spanish lan
guage and cu lture. 

Evangelism and M essage. The prospec
tive miss ionaries will accompany veteran 
workers in conducting ho me Bible 
studies. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-yea r internship. 
Qual ify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details t o School of Personal Evange· 
!ism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307 . Memphis. Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for fu ll time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 
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Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Person ality and Adaptation. The pro
gram is designed to assist sponsoring 
churches to evaluate the st rong and 
weak areas of prospective m issionaries. 

The training program wi ll be under the 
supervision of the elders at Oak Hills 
and will work in connection with the 
Spanish congregation at Grove Av. 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1981 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addit ion to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 81G pages of history of what happened and what was 
wr itten during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 avail able at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

DIRECTIONS for Graduates! 

DIRECTIONS. A Gift Book for Graduates-by LeRoy 
Koopman. S4.95. (New!) 
GOOD MORNING, LORD-MEDITATIONS FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS. By Leland C. May. Problems 
and concerns of today·s college students. $3.95 
(NEW). 
YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE. By Don Mallough. 
S3.95 paper. (New)! Encouragement and analysis of 
the disciplined life. 
AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for High 
School Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. S3.95. 
ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for Col
lege Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. S3.95. 
HI I'M ANN! By Ann Kiemel. $1.75 paper. 
GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS. By Wm. 
Krutza. $3.95. 

At graduation time, a book 
Is a gift and a guide. 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE! By Wm. Krutza. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES. By Rhoda Lapp. 
$4.95. 
MY GRADUATION YEAR. By Robert J . Martin. 
S11.95. 
WISE WORDS TO GRADUATES. By Robert J. 
Martin. S1 .25. 

CHALKDUST. Elspeth C. Murphy. $4.95. 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! By Daniel 
Seagren. S.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS. By Nelle Vander 
Ark. $4.95. 

GOOD MORNING, LORD Series: 
DEVOTIONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS. By L.O. 
Caldwell. S3.95. 
MEDITATIONS FOR TEACHERS. By Don Mainprize. 
S3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. S3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. By Paul Martin. 
S3.95. 
MORE DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR ATHLETES. By Leroy Patterson. 
S3.95. 
PRAYERS & PROMISES FOR TEENS. By Margaret 
Shiner. S3.95. 

Clip .and mail today! 

Firm Foundation P ublishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please sen'"'-------- copies of 

at $ , plus $1.00 postage and handling: Texas resi-
dents please add 5% sales t ax. 
Name! __________ ________ _ _ ____ __ 

Address. _______ ______________ _ 

City ___________ State, _____ -L..IiP·-----
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'' LAW AND PRINCIPLE 
1 .{· (Continued from page 6) 

'hhey should have been using what they 
'· fhad to promote love, mercy, justice, and 
, :daith which the tithe was meant to pro-

~
·~rnote. They were seeking to be justified 
~by keeping law when they should have 
[been seeking to accomplish its purposes 
·ia's well. 

I 
t~ We should not perform just to obey 
U:ommands, but also for the value to be 
Jreceived from what was commanded. It is 
. kruly a trust in legal justification that 

'ttauses a person to obey commands 
· ~imply because they are commands. The 

?person who has mercy, justice, faith, and 
-~IQve as his concern fulfills the principle 

and does not need a law to tell ham how 
much of his resources to use in accom
plishing these. He is free from lawful! re-

. quirements because he has the principle 
1··Written on his heart. 
· :.>:God wants us to gather for mutual 
edification. In assemblies we pray for 
each other, teach each other, teach and 
-a{jmonish one another in singing, give 
to help each other, and proclaim the a-

·tonement to each other. But in too many 
cases the thing stressed is the importance 

1 of assembling in response to a command 
·rather than fulfilling the purposes God 
.had in mind. To make the lawful case 
. Stronger, appeal is made to elder author
·;ty to lawfully specify the times of as
.sembly. Providing uplifting services will 
more nearly fulfill the purpose than de
manding attendance. 
i ·Really, there are not a great many au
thoritative commands directed to us. We 
.are directed into action in at least these 
seven ways: (1) explicit order, (2) en-
~eaty, (3) exhortation, (4) rhetorical 
questions, (5) statements of personal ac
ceptance, (6), statement of conditions, 
and (7) advice of expediency. None of 
these bind a condition . or restriction on 

us unless they foster some principle for 
the benefit of man which is expedited by 
the statement or instruction. 

There are many directives given in the 
New Testament. Surely, we do not follow 
them all. How may we judge which ones 
are demands made upon us? It is not al
ways easy to judge, so we must not be 
too dogmatic. We must look for princi
ples. It is not imperative for us unless 
the teaching or command is directing 
the accomplishing of a practical pur
pose. 

This all leads us to a striking and ex
citing conclusion: It is the principle that 
should rule our conduct rather than the 
command. A ''command" promoting no 
principle is not really a command. The 
immature in perceptior:J may still prefer 
the command approach, seeking legal 
specifications. But the more mature will 
be seeking to acomplish the good fos
tered by the directive rather tnan trying 
to gain a score of righteousness by keep
ing the technicality of the law. The dif
ference in approach will determine 
whether we gain the approval or denun
ciation of our Savior. 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 
78130 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

WANTED: 
Drama/Speech Instructor 

Computer Science Instructor 
Master's degrE;te required 
To begin in August, 1982 
For more details, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, 
Vice President for Academics, 

York College, 
York, NE 68467 

Brown Trail Sch·ool of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 

: ':;> Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

ONE TRANS LA liON SECT 
(Continued from page 8) 

valuable tool for learning God's will. The 
KJV did not come to us without revisions 
and objections and neither should other 
versions. But, because a version has ob
jectionable readings in it should not 
close our eyes to the majority of passages 
that are correctly translated and valuable 
in our study of God's word. 

Let's not be guilty of becoming a one 
translation sect! 
1461 East Chester, Jackson, Tennessee 
38301 

CENTENNIAL 
1982 

"A Great Day 
Is Coming'' 

The Church of Christ at Fourth 
and South Bridge Street in Brady, 
Texas is announcing its 100th 
birthday on May 16, 1982. · 

This will be an all-weekend 
event to eel ebrate the 1 OOth year 
of the Lord's work in Brady. 

The Church. here extends a 
special invitation to all members, 
preachers and elders alike, past 
or present, to attend this special 
day. 

Accommodations have been 
set aside in private homes. The 
Heart of Texas Bible Camp will 
also be open for scheduled 
guests. Other accommodations 
include motel rooms, Richards 
Park and trailer parks. 

For any information on accom
modations or schedules, or if you 
may know of some past event or 
history connected with the 
Church in and around McCulloch 
County, please feel free to call on 
us. 

Again, we want to extend a 
warm welcome to you and your 
family to come and rejoice with 
us as we celebrate the centennial. 

Church of Christ 

Fourth and Bridge St. 

Brady, Texas 76825 

915/597-0617 
Ministers: 

Stanley Malden 
Aaron McDonald 

9 a.m. Bible Study 

915/597·1365 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

Worship Services 
Wed., 7 p.m. 

Worship Service 
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II A PLEA FOR UNITY" 

(Continued from page 8) 
part, causes the growth of the body for 
the building up of itself in love." Does 
this sound like your local congregation? 
Does this sound like our brotherhood? 
Be honest! 

COMMUNION BREAD - ·\ 
·says it is the doctrines of "one body, and 
one Spirit, just as you were called in one 
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all 
who is o~er all and through all and in 
all." We are trying to unite too many 
local congregations and the entire 
brotherhood on areas of opinion! If we 
would unite on these doctrines and then 
have the attitude unity of "humility, gen
tleness, patience, love, harmony and 
peace," the Lord's church would have 
the strength of unity for the devil and 
the world to deal with! As it is now, our 
unity is so ·weak and confused, that a 
small puff of dissension could split us 
wide open and hell and all its residents 
would be rejoicing! 

Let us agree on these doctrinal points 
in Ephesians 4 and have the attitude 
unity to try to work our differences out. 
Even Peter and Paul had their differ
ences. 

Paul concludes Ephesians 4 with 
WORK UNITY. Can we work together in 
our local congregations? Are we mature 
enough, "big enough" to work together? 
If we can't do it locally, we sure can't do 
it as a brotherhood. 

What is the true measure of strength 
in your local congregation? If the devil 
were going to attack you, what would he 
attack? 

There is no limit to what the Lord's 
church can do locally, and as a brother
hood, if we would put down our weap
ons against each other and pick up the 
"Sword of the Spirit which is the word 
of God" and be "big enough" to unite 
in doctrine, attitude, and work and bring 
our dying, diseased world to Jesus! 
211 East "B" Waurika, Oklahoma 73573 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3~00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

, I 

Why do we have cooperation prob
lems in our brotherhood? It goes back 
to the fact that many of us really don't 
have any religion at home in our focal 
congregations. We have no sense of ob
ligation or loyalty there. We can miss 
worship assemblies for our own reasons 
and don't have to answer to anyone for 
it. We don't have to work with these 
people or get along with them because 
I come to church for myself, my religion 
is between God and me only. No won
der we don't get along as a brother
hood! It won't just be the local folks in 
heaven either. Our vision of work, and 
our work load, must go beyond our own 
local activities! Paul said, "the whole 
body, being fitted and held together by 
that which every joint supplies, according 
to the proper working of each individual 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P .0. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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COMPLETING 20 YEARS OF 
FOREIGN ;MISSION WORK 

·;~:(· On Monday, February 19, 1962, j. C. 
· ·~:~hnd Betty Choat along with their daugh

:;;{er Sheila, left Winona, Miss. for India. 
· ::1~fter spending a few days there, they 

>~_' roceeded to lahore, Pakistan where 
.;~they spent several weeks with the Gor
.'.~:aon Hogans. From there they went to 
:~;karachi where they worked until No
vember 1965 before coming home. later 

· .ihey returned to Karachi ana then event
·ually went to Colombo, Sri lanka, and 

,:ftnally to New Delhi, India where they 
.continued to work to this time. They 
\have completed 20 years of foreign mis
·sion work. Because of this work the 

. church now exists in Karachi, Colombo, 
and New Delhi and many other places. 
· "With the passing of years, and with 
the gaining of knowledge through ex-

1 

perience, and by accepting challenges 
and taking advantage of opportunities 
that came our way, our work has grown 
and grown. We are in position now to 
do far more than we were able to do in 

f those first years. As we go on, surely 

}

i.. our potential for accomplishment will 
likewise increase. We have never really 
considered turning back, and with our 
knowledge of the past and with the 
needs of the future before us, there is 

f just one way to go and that is to continue 

~ 
{ 

( 
r 
t= 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

( 2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

l
) Tyler, Texas 75701 

Paul & Associates 

• . ,_ ___ <_21_4_)_5_6_1--5-99_0 __ _ 

to march forward. If we are blessed with 
another 20 years, who knows what we 
will be able to do, with the help of our 
brethren, and with the lord's blessings 
to make it all possible," Choat said. 

INCLUDE YOlJR. ZIP CODE 

When you send ln a list of new subscrip· 
tlons to the Finn Foundation, please bo 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and stD.te. 

JACKSONVILLE, ARKANSAS HOMECOMING 
June 4-6, 1982 

For mer Preachers Return Special Activities 
• LeRoy Wood • Ray Wright, Song Leader 
• Edwin White • Christian Hospitality 
• Sam Griffith • Family Reunions 
• Bill Simpson • Fellowship Meal 

GOSPEL MEETING - HOMECOMING 
June 4 and 5, 7:30P.M.; June 6, 8:45, I 0:00, II :00 A.M., 6:00P.M. 

615 N. Bailey Street, Jacksonville, AR 72076 (501) 982-3713 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

HARDING UNIVERSITY 
NURSING FACULTY - Positions available for the fall of 1982 in an expanding bac
calaureate narsing program located at Harding University, a Christian institution of 
arts and sciences supported by members of the Church of Christ. NLN accredited. 
Enrollment in the upper division major is 90-100 students. Applicant should have at 
]east a master's degree in the area of medical-surgical, mental health or pediatrics. 
Other areas may be considered. Applicant should be interested. in living in a small 
town only an hour's.drive from downtown 1:-ittle Rock. For further information, 
contact Mrs. Cathleen Smith, Dean, School of Nursing, Harding University, Searcy, 
AR 72143. Phone (501) 268-6161, Ext. 475 . 

• 
. : GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ..• DO WE QUALIFY ? 

: .···. 

100% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify! 

~ ---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION_ ... .., 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 BELL • P.O. BOX 7648 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 791 09·0648 
(806) 352·5603 

"Church Financing 
is our business., 
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Please send FREE information. 
we need funds to build l 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Individual's function In congregation 

Name of congregation 

Ph. NOS.-----------
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~ .......... _._..._......_...._..,....._._......_......_.........,.........,........,...._,...,_,.. .................... _.._. ___ ._ ...................... .,....._........,....1 

~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
t Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 · 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 l 

~~-~------------~-------------~ 
QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 

fOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 

BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERATURE DEGREE 
Tuition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 

specific areas of ins truction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~outbea~tern jaibliral 3ln~titute 
3545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia j()340 / 404·458·7631 / E. Dale McDan iel. Directo r . 

Southwestern 
Singing School 

June 13 - 18, 1982 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

" 

v 
Cl - L..J 4:1- ..9-

1. Le't each mice greet the ~n with song; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 28-July 2 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. Great 
Christian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "Christ in You, 
The Hope of Glory" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
Reuel Lemmons Steven Lemley 
M. Norvel Young Emily Lemley 
Helen Young Elza Huffard 
Larry Roberts Elijah Anthony 

Larry Van Steenberg 
Wil C . Goodheer, Director 

r-----------------------------------~ Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Na me 

Address -------- ---
Street 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265-1585 
~-----------------------------------· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

! TRAVEl WITH RALPH AND MARGARET CASEY AND OTHER CHRISTIANS! : • • 
• July 7-17, 1982-Sth Annual "Enchanted Isles of Hawaii" Tour • • • 
: August 9-19, 1982-1st Annual " Alaska Tour and Cruise" : 
• • : , For Free Brochures and Information, call "Collect" (404) 449-1202 

50 
UTc : 

••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: Sunday through Wednesday Congregational : 

• : "'SINGING EMPHASIS \NOAKSHOPS" : 
: (617 conducted in thirty states from coast to coast-12,000 participating song d irectors . ) : 
• Improve Your Singing and Songleading Mechanically, Aesthet ically and Spiritually .• 
• • 
: S 44 urc Ralph A. Casey P. 0 . Box 1104. Norcross . Ga. 30091 Phone (404) 449-1202 • 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 
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BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
&34-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORA..DO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

.S5 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
O.SRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY A.RE.A. SOIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Rolld 

Plellsantou, CaUfol'Dhl 941500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaa.la Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
S7922 •. _.....,..,...,..~..,.,="'==-""'"::'-:-::-==~::-----

LOS ANGELES, CALIFc;>ltNIA 
CENTRAx; CHURCH OF Cll'llJST 

12th and HooTer Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

EngktwoQd Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00: Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. ·Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :&:05 E. Morr:un A~e.. 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1-
$271. Bobb7 Wade, Mlu. 4'10-4050. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

""EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
iSierra Chilclren's Home is currently hiring child 
7tare stnff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
·.fits. If interested, rontact Steve Ber~ttnan, Ext>ett
_tive Direl'tor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
nr l'nll 707/448-3557." 

:RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
:P.O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
,SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlle7 Church of 
;Christ. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

(
ll CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BOLL YWOOD 

·soo N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and l 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

· ·Preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
.. support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de

. . sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
· · ~52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 

.Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
'·Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 62S-2700 for 
~times and place of services. 
·;CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 

. FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
, AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
~--RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 

. '·PCHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
hone: 512/348-3005. 

Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish ~in!ster, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and w1thm 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 631S7. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath S2S, apt. $40, 
home ~SO, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. ' 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
lea!-her samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquette, Ml 49855. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
THE ROSEBUD CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DESIRING TO 
WORK WITH A MINISTER FROM AGE 30-50 WITH 
CHILDREN. SMALL TOWN, LOVING AND FRIENDLY 
CONGREGATION. SEND RESUME TO BOX 544 ROSE-
BUD, TEXAS 76570. ' 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. ..E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79/i-2311. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word in the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation self
sufficient. Send resume and names of three references 
to Church of Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: William Nichols. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth wbrk. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 
PREACHER AVAILABLE, 35 years experience, effective 
& sound in the Faith. For churches within 200 miles 
of Lubbock. Also available for your Meetings. Phone: 
(806) 797:2228: Leslie Rickerson. 
PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching available June 1st, 1982. Served last ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per
sonal worker while working in the secular field. Refer
ences furnished upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membership. Call 1-505 
869-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvia) Willingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427-548S. 
FOR SALE: Sony 3,4" video cassette recorder, model 
#2600 used only a few hours. List for $2600.00, asking 
$1700.00. Call area code 806-352-5647. 
"Preacher Wanted for small congregation of about 55 
in southeast Missouri. Three bedroom brickhome and 
utilities furnished. Send resume and tape to Box 40, 
Essex, Mo. 63846 or call Bert Tucker 314-283-5784 or 
Eugene McClung 314-283-5419." 
Want to give away two buses. Both 1969 Chevrolet 
54 passenger. 1 in good condition, the other needs a 
short block. Available free to needy church, but must 
take both. Call West University Church of Christ, 3507 
Bissonet, Houston, Tx. at 713-666-3535. 
CAMPUS MINISTER NEEDED: Need a director for the 
Bible Chair program at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University. Program is well established. The director 
teaches credit courses on the campus and directs 
the activities at the Bible chair student center. Full-time 
position. Prefer married man with master's degree. Send 
resume to The Elders, Church of Christ, Box 514, 
Weatherford, Okla. 73096. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE MAY 1. 15 yrs. experience ag
gressive in personnel work and visitation. Possesses 
strong leadership qualities. Call: Will Moyers, 817-
927-7416 or write 4500 Rutland Ave., Fort Worth, TX 
76133. References available. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 3S 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:3D-Evening Worship 6:3D-Wednes
day 7:.30 PM_;_AII times EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 5647D-218-732-510S. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 0:51 W. 28th St. SuDdB.J'-

10, 11 a.m. & 6 :3-() p.m. Ph. 344·3760 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medina, TX 78005. 

INVESTIGATEI The Fli'Dl FoundatloD 
trlea to screeD adTerU•lng, ADd wiD uot 
knowlngl7 take questionable ad~ertfalllg. 
But lt Ia the reader'• re•poualbiUty to Ill• 
veatlgnte. Like DD7 other pllper, we •ome
thne.s UDwitUDgl7 rull llD UDWOrtla7 lld. 
Aa the old sa71Dg goes. before 70u InveR. 
ln~e•ttgate I 

Capt. Dennis H. McCarty, 205 Palmetto 
Drive, Shaw Air Force Base, SC 29152. 

My family and l have been at Shaw 
about six months. Two weeks ago we 
began services on base for memoers of 
the church of Christ. Our attendance the 
first week was 34. Last week we had 53. 
We expect great things to come from the 
endeavors of these young brethren. 

DENNIS K. MCCARTY, 
Chaplain, Captain, USAF 
Office of the lnstaliation Chaplain 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$])95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing -

Order By Phone 

National 1·800-531·5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Mid-America 
Evangelism 
Workshop 

MORE 
THAN 

CONQUERORS 
1982 THEME 

July 15-17, 1982 
INDIANA CONVENTION CENTER 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

THEME: More Than Conquerors 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 
Thursday:IIMore Than Conquerors" .................... Jerry Humphries 

"Our God Is Able" ............................... Ed Powers 

"Transformed Into His Likeness'' ................... Jerry Jones 
Friday:"The Lord Will Deliver" ...................... Marvin Phillips 

"Can We Have Unity" .......................... Rubel Shelly 
"Except Ye Die" .............................. Charles Hodge 

Saturday:IIHe That Winneth Souls" .......................... G.P. Holt 

"The Gospel Is The Power" ...................... R.N. Hogan 

~~Let's Save America Now" ....................... Jimmy Allen 

DIRECTOR: Nick Young, Lindberg Road Church of Christ 

Eighty Daytime Classes 
Housing Available in Homes, Motels and Campers 

Largest Attendance Expected in Mid-America History 
IN THE HEART OF AMERICA'S POPULATION 

America's Fastest Growing Workshop 
100 Million People Live Within 
One Day's Travel of MAEW-82 

For More Information Contact 
LINDBERG ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012 

,, 

~; .. (317) 649-0136 
FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 4, 19oZi; 

;.~ 



Vol. 99, No. 19 

DR. LYNN A. McMILLON, OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Bible Professor and marriage counselor, is shown taping one 
of three new color 16 mm films on dating, love and marriage 
in the series "How Do I Know?" These films are designed to 
help young people learn. the fact<?r~ that will help them make 
better dating and marnage deCisiOns, and thus lessen the 
risk of divorce. 

Austin, Texas, May 11, 1982 
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Walls 

wails, in and of themselves, are neither good or bad. 
The world is f ull of walls. Some protected ancient 
cities, and some separate irate neighbors. Some mark 
the bonds of one's possessions and some keep out 
thi eves. Some are good-there w ill be walls of jasper in 
heaven. Others are bad things-they segregate, divide 
and alienate. 

God sa id, " Let there be a wall in Judah." Wa lls shut 
out and they shut in. They are for defense and pro
tection. 

Liberals would tear down all the walls, and legalists 
would build walls w here they are not needed. 

W here do you draw the line? Where do you build 
the wall? W ith New Testament Christians the answer is, 
" Right w here God built it." But where did God bu ild it? 
One wall he built separates the redeemed from the un
redeemed. Inside are the 144,000, dressed in wh ite 
robes, and outside are all others. It makes a difference 
whether we enter in at the straight gate. That's the only 
one in this wall. The plan of sa lvation is concise and 
clear. One can know w hen he has entered the Gate. 
Our problem is not with this wall , but, rather with t he 
wa lls we build inside the kingdom. So far as we are able 
to discern, God has built no walls there and we dare not 
bui ld them. 

Yet we have. Church people feel perfectly free to 
bu ild a wall around any thing they don't like. What they 
don ' t like becomes " unscriptural" and "cultish." W heth
er it really v iolates scripture or not has nothing to do 
with most of the walls we build, and these wa lls simply 
become "split fences" between brethren. God has 
nothing to do with them. He d id not build a single one 
of them. 

Our people are so set in their ways, or patterns, that 
they simply cannot hear any vo ice that differs, or stand 
any method that is new to them, regardless of how true 
to the Bible it may be. Such a vo ice is dismissed at best 
w ith "we have never done it that way," and at worst 
w ith "he is dividing t he churches; he must be the head 
of a cult." There is no more sure sign of sectarianism 
than the fences we labor to bu ild in order to isolate 
someone w hose method differs from ours, especiall y 
when his method is successful. Such actions are the evi
dence of a closed mind, a closed mind even the Bible 
cannot open. 
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We put it down here for history to note that the 
church, if it closes its m ind to li fe giving t ruth and re
fuses to return regularly to drink deeply of The Perennial 
Spring of the Word of Life will ult imate ly border into 
sectarianism and w ill f inally pass into oblivion. The walls 
we ae bui lding inside the kingdom are segregating us 
in to even smaller groups of mere followers and lobby
ists. 

All the human leaders on earth cannot replace the 
Bib le. It, not they, are our so le source of authority. Our 
present practices must not become for us an unwritten 
creed or standard, for we will then have committed the 
sin that is so hard to repent of-the sin of building a 
wall where the Lord has not built one. 

Controversies are tearing at the vitals of the church. 
The earliest creeds were w riten in a vain attempt to set
t le controversies. Through the centuries every sectarian 
cu lt has had to cl arify and justify its position on ly to iso
late itself into a smaller cell by the walls it built. We are 
perpetuating the process, and w ith the same resu lt. We 
ought to be tearing down walls instead of building them. 

We have bui lt a wall against the publ ic and now are 
comp laining that they do not attend our services. 

Our intellectual ism has caused us to build a wall 
around our emotions, so that we do not have to feel. 
If so, w ho wi ll weep with our Lord over Jerusalem, or 
at the grave of Lazarus? We are good at wall building. 
Wou ld to God that we were as good at tearing them 
down. 

THE TIME IS SHORT 

The t ime is getting short for enrollment in the Foun
dation School of Church M usic. The date of the two 
weeks in tensive t raining course in leading songs and 
lead ing peop le is scheduled for Austin, June 7-1 8. 
Churches everywhere should take advantage of this ser
vice by sending their young men. We wi ll return you 
some church leaders. Write Foundation School of Music, 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 for particu lars. Over two 
thousand young men have been t rained in this school. 

Volume 99 
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Is Unity in Diversity Possible? 
RICHARD N. ADY 

Diversity is a by-product of non-denominational Chris
tianity. A denomination can be relatively homogeneous sim
ply because its members adhere to a common creed. They 
have been taught to parrot the same answers to questions 
that are asked of them. Yet their creed is a straight-jacket 
that binds them hand and foot and restricts their growth. 
Churches of Christ, on the other hand, are non-denomina
tional in character and are opposed to creeds on the grounds 
that they alienate followers of Christ from one another. Each 
member of the church is encouraged to search the scriptures 
for him/herself. Searching for truth is an open-ended process. 
As we probe the heights and depths of God's word, we must 
be free to explore new possibilities, free to outgrow old 
misconceptions, free to move ahead as God gives direction. 
Such academic freedom leads to a diversity of views since 
no two people are at the same point of their spiritual journey 
at the same time. 

Members of the church come from a multitude of back
grounds. Some of us trace our roots back to ultra-conservative 
groups who oppose Sunday school, women teachers, mul
tiple communion cups, located preachers, the Herald of 
Truth, World Radio, orphan's homes, sponsorship of mis
sionaries, Christian colleges, and eating in the church build
ing. Many of us have been converted from Catholicism and 
various Protestant denominations. Some of us have been 
reared in the "moderate mainstream" of the church and view 
ourselves as "middle-of-the-roaders" even though we often 
disagree among ourselves on such issues as the Holy Spirit 
and marriage and divorce. 

Now we have come together in one body and are chal
lenged by the example of the early church to be of one mind 
and one soul. Trouble is, we have all brought our baggage 
with us. We have been pre-conditioned by our training and 
experiences to think in certain ways and have come to this 
point in time with individualized concepts. 

A recent survey of the Sonoma Ave. congregation in Santa 
Rosa indicates a wide variety of views and priorities. Some 
members are inclined to emphasize divine law and human 
obedience, while others stress the grace of God and human 
freedom. Some accentuate world evangelism, while others 
are more interested in feeding the hungry. Some virtually 
leap across cultural barriers to befriend Asian refugees and 
other minority groups. Others prefer to work among "their 
own kind." Some feel called to reach out to children through 

the joy Bus ministry. Others dislike the problems and con
fusion that rowdy children cause. Some are in favor of highly 
structured worship services, while others want an informal 
atmosphere that leaves room for mutual edification. 

As you might imagine, it requires a great deal of mental 
and emotional energy on the part of the elders to keep such 
a team pulling together. Nothing pleases everyone. Almost 
anything makes someone unhappy. To be sure, diversity has 
its drawbacks. 

On the other hand if the Lord had wanted us to be exactly 
alike, he would have created clones, not unique individuals. 
There must be a message in the fact that no two human 
beings are identical. As a matter of fact the church is greatly 
enriched by its diversity. Why else would God ordain that a 
congregation be overseen by a plurality of elders rather than 
one pastor? Pluralism, directed by the New Testament, broad
ens our perspective, lengthens our vision, expands the scope 
of our interests, and enhances the effectiveness of our min
istries. It gives us a balance and a hybrid-vigor that no 
homogeneous demonination could ever have. Pluralism 
forces us to look at the scriptures with fresh eyes. It enables 
us to walk with God with unshackled feet. Any attempt to 
enforce absolute conformity upon the church is tantamount 
to creating a creed and denominationalizing the church of 
Christ. God forbid! 

The key to unity in the midst of diversity is our common 
love for the Lord and our commitment to his will as we 
perceive it. When you and I love God with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and when we love each other with 
a pure heart fervently, we will work and worship together in 
harmony in spite of our differences. It is love, not total agree
ment, that binds us together. "Above all things put on love 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony." 

In the words of Floyd H. Ross, "there is an incalculable 
potentiality in the power of love, the power to identify 
oneself with another in his hopes and fears, in his triumphs 
and failures, his generosity and his need, the power to break 
down separation, the power to be at one." The slogan 
coined by pioneers of the Restoration Movement is still 
valid: "In matters of faith let there be unity; in matters of 
opinion, liberty; in all things charity." Herein lies the key to 
unity in the midst of diversity. 

Sonoma Ave. Church of Christ, 2200 Sonoma Ave., Santa 
Rosa, Ca. 95405 
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Baptism and the Children of Believers 
EDWARD FUDGE 

• The invitation is given and s~meone 
comes for baptism. " I was bapt1zed as 
a child," the person says, "but . I am 
unsure about it now. I would like to 
be re-baptized." . 

• Two Christian parents are ~~ earnest 
discussion. " John (o r Mary) IS nearly 
twelve and hasn' t been baptized. '?o 
you suppose we should have a talk w 1th 
ou r child?" . , 

• A high-powered evangel1st pours 
it on." People stream down the aisles 
req uesting baptism. Many of them come 
from Christian homes. Some of th~m are 
seven and eight years old-occas1onally 
even younger. 

The subject of baptism and believer's 
children is clearly w ith us. Yet those of 
us who understand scriptural bapt.ism to 
involve believers rather than mfants 
have sometimes had more questions 
than answers in cases like these. 

Our questions arise for several rea
sons. Some of them spring from the 
simple desire to better understand . the 
Word of God. It is natural and nght 
that we should keep on growing in bibli
cal understanding. We are also the prod
uct of our religious heritage, howe.ve ~; 
For the American "Churches of Chnst, 
that heritage represents one of several 
19th-century frontier movements to "re
store" New Testament Christianity. 

We have been both emphatic and 
clear in demanding that beli evers be 
baptized. That is good. But we have 
sometimes been less than carefu l to see 
where those believers were placing their 
fa ith. That is bad. Here we must le?rn 
to walk a tight rope between neglectmg 
gospel baptism on the one hand, and 
mak ing an idol of it on the other. . 

There is a right kind of emphasis 
which may be put on gospel baptism. In 
our day of practical antinom ia nis~, t.he 
" Churches of Christ" can be God s In
strument on this matter to the church at 
large. But there is also a wrong ":'ay to 
emhasize bapti sm. The wrong kmd ?f 
emphasis can lead people to put trust m 
baptism instead of in Christ. 

Such misplaced confidence ea~ il y en
courages questions later co~cernmg the 
validity of one's own bapt1sm. It al so 
robs bel ievers of the aassurance they 
can have by trusting in Jesus, s ine~ it 
res ts fa ith on their own record of Im
perfect obedience instead of placing !t 
in Christ's solid record of perfect obedi
ence. 

What if one's baptism was "too soon" 
or one's knowl edge about baptism " too 
l ittle"? Is such a one saved or lost? Can 
one ever be certain about his bapti sm? 
Shou ld we even be thinking in terms 
of the "certainty" of baptism? Is that 
w here our confidence ought to be 
placed? And what of the baptism of ou r 
children? Should we enco urage them 
to be baptized at an early age? Should 
we urge them to wait until they are 
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older? What shou ld they know ~hen 
they come to baptism? Are unbapt1zed 
chi ldren saved or lost? When. d? t~ey 
cross the line? Is there such a d1stmct1on 
as being "saved" and "safe"? W here do 
we find it in the Bible? 

Some Biblical Principles that Help 
As we attempt to answer these que~

tions, may God deliver us from theor~tl 
cal discussion that has no pract1cal 
value, and may he keep us from. the kind 
of hairsp litting that genders stnfe rather 
than faith and love. Most of all, may he 
help us relate all ou r t~inking . to the 
f inished work of salvat1on w h1ch he 
himself has accomplished-once-for~a ll 
-in the person of our representative 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us begin ou r 
inquiry here w ith three general truths 
w hich Scripture clearly states. . 

1. Christian fathers are under obliga
tion to rear their ch ildren " in the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 
6:4). 

2. Because of a believing parent, the 
children are also " holy" in some sig
nificant sense (I Cor. 7:14). 

3. Throughout Scripture, God has 
often delivered o r punished w hole 
households together, though spiritual 
regeneration, fa ith and baptism happen 
individually (Gen. 7:1; Num. 16:27-33; 
Josh. 7:24-26; Acts 2:29; 16:31 , 33, 3.4). 
In light of these truths, we ~ ugge~t f1ve 
additional thoughts for cons1derat1on. 

First, Christian parents should see 
their children as a gift of God, and rear 
them in his love, counsel and care. 
Having devoted them to him and 
" claimed" them for him from the be
ginning, they should ant icipate :-"ithout 
wavering that the children will also 
come to faith . 

Second the ch i ldren of Christian par
ents are ~ertainly not "aliens" as if they 
belonged to the world and were w ith
out any spiritual protection. They are 
rather under the care of god ly parents 
w ho shield them from evil, rear them on 
the Word and grace of God, and tell 
them that they are his by commitment
under his authority and protection. They 
are truly God's " li ttle ones," w hose 
angels behold his face in heaven. 

Third, as to the children's conduct, 
much of their own Christian experience 
must wait its proper time. The Bible 
never attributes fai th to one st ill an in
fant. If God is content to wait for his 
work to transpire in history, we should 
be in no greater hurry than God is. 

God's ultimate condemnation rests 
on ly on those who reject him (in nature, 
conscience or Scripture), and Christ's 
atonement in some sense saved "all 
men." Infants have never repelled God's 
approaches in any way, and although 
they fell under sin and death in Adam, 
they have been resto red to righteous
ness and life in Christ (Rom. 5:12ff). We 

may presume all infants. to be righteous 
in Christ, therefore, until that presump
ti on is disproved by later expl icit un
belief. 

Three Conclusions 
If we may assume these things to be 

true three conclusions follow, which 
hav~ practical bearing on our original 
question concerning the children of be
lievers. 

1. In their infancy, according to the 
best thinking of both major schools of 
Protestant theology, they are in God's 
good graces, covered by th e work of 
Christ. Either they are regarded as 
covenant ch ild ren (Reformed), or they 
are presumed to be "safe" (Arminian
Wesleyan). 

On ly the most blatant sacramentalist 
would say that infants and small child ren 
are lost and damned w ithout baptism
or even w ithout knowledgeable faith. 
On this subject, no evangelical would 
make water baptism a condition for 
salvation. On this subject, all agree that 
Christ's work resulted in a salvation 
which is applied enti rely without con
di tions. 

2. When children do come of age to 
perceive the gospel's testi mony about 
Jesus and God's saving claim to their 
allegiance-whenever that may be
they wi ll knowingly and willingly either 
confess faith in Christ (and we should 
then lead them to baptism), or they w ill 
reject the gospel and cast aside the sal
vation Jesus has accomplished. 

3. The convenient idea of an "age 
of accountability" can cause parents to 
err in either of two directions. On the 
one hand, parents may prod their chil
dren, to w hom God has not yet given 
faith , often wi th unfortunate conse
quences. The same is true of high
pressure "evangelism" w hich presses 
young people to act before God has. 

On the other hand, when children 
express a desire for baptism (apart from 
such pressure), parents have sometimes 
assumed "too young," based on a 
theoretical "age of accountability." How 
much better for them rather to inquire 
concern ing the nature and content of 
their children's faith and commitment 
to Jesus (not to baptism), then acknowl
edge with fear and trembling what God 
has w rought in their hearts. God begets 
ch ild ren for himself "of his own will"
not of the will o f man, whether the one 
who "runs" or the one w ho "wi lls" (Jno. 
1 :13; Rom. 9:16). 

In either case, Scripture calls us to see 
our ch ildren' s standing and salvation in 
terms of God's work ra th er than man's. 
It rem inds us that anything we do can 
only be a response to the saving work, 
for God took the ini tia tive and per
formed that long before we were born. 
Scripture insis ts always that salvation is 
God-centered, God-powered and God
honori ng. " From him, and through him, 
and unto him are all th ings !" 

To the extent that God comes to have 
this same place in all our thinking, we 
wi ll also discover the proper focus to 
understand the mysteries o f divine 
affairs. 
4 Sandra Lane, Athens, AL 35611 
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Mirror of the soul: 

An Appeal to the Psalms 
JIM HOLSTON 

The Psalms have appealed to people of all generations. In 
the centuries since they were written they have expressed 
the joys and sorrows of mankind. They have given comfort 
to the troubled, courage to the oppressed, and joy to the 
faithful. Song writers have been inspired by the Psalms and 
martyrs have chanted them while going to their deaths. What 
is it about the Psalms which gives them such a universal 
appeal? 

Perhaps the appeal of the Psalms lies in the fact that they 
are so very divine and yet so very human. The Psalms give 
an exalted view of the majesty and glory of God; and at the 
same time a view of man, both at his highest and lowest 
emotional levels. They reflect both the image of God and the 
image of man. 

The Divine Side 

The divine side of the Psalms concerns God and the mean
ing of devotion to him. The Psalms are consciously God
centered. God is not seen as an abstract or theoretical being 
about which one may speculate in the quiet of his study. But 
God moves in the world of the psalmist and is seen as a 
natural part of life. The glory and power of God are seen in 
the world he has created and in the words he has spoken. His 
wrath is seen in the punishment of the wicked. He is all
knowing, all-present, and all-powerful. There is no place in 
all creation where a man may escape from God. Yet with all 
of his majesty and power God has a tender and loving nature. 
Though man appears insignificant in· relation to the universe, 
God has put him in a place of importance and has given him 
rule over all creation. God shows his love and goodness both 
in mighty acts of deliverance and in daily provisions for his 
people. God so fills the world of the psalmist that creation 
itself echoes the divine nature. The heavens proclaim God's 
glory, the light in his garment, his voice is heard in the rolling 
thunder, and the clouds are his chariot. 

The psalmist's response to the awesome nature of God 
gives a picture of vibrant devotion, a devotion which we 
would do well to recapture in our own lives. The Psalms 
reflect a deep love and longing for God, a profound sorrow 
for sin, a sincere trust in God's will, a great love for his word, 

and an intense desire to be righteous. The worship expressed 
in the Psalms is that of joyful, thankful praise; a praise 
which as the power to lift and captivate the reader. 

The Human Side 

The human side of the Psalms concerns man both at his 
best and his worst. Calvin called the Psalms, 11an anatomy of 
all parts of the soul." The Psalms have meaning for us be
cause they begin where we are. They mirror our souls. We 
see in them our own lives, with all our struggles and moods. 
They express what we feel but cannot put into words. They 
express what we feel but are afraid to put into words. The 
psalms are timeless, for the emotions they reveal are felt in 
every generation. John Paterson has written, 11the Psalms 
spring from life and speak to life." These ancient songs 
speak a universal language because they speak to the heart 
with a message about life. 

Our lives do not always run smoothly; sometimes we face 
problems and struggles. The psalmists too had struggles, and 
bad times as well as good. They struggled with guilt, fear, 
loneliness, and despair. They had moments of doubt, worry, 
suffering and sorrow. The great discovery they made was that 
God was present in their struggles. The psalmists were men 
who consciously brought God into their experience, and in 
so doing, found that he did for them what no one else 
could do. He heartened them in their fears, comforted them 
in their loneliness, gave them hope in their despair, and 
calmed them in their stress. He unified their lives around his 
single controlling purpose. 

As an outgrowth of bringing God into their experience, 
the psalmists express a deep appreciation for life. At times 

there is a contagious joy and thankfulness which radiates 
from the Psalms. Peace arises from the assurance that the 
psalmist is loved and accepted by God. The writers express a 
sense of security and a profound trust in the will of God. As 
long as people struggle with life and their relationship to 
God there will be a need for the Psalms as a mirror of the 
soul. 

ISU Station, Box 1154, Ames, lA 50010 

5 [293] 



Drinking Strong Drink Commanded? 

Frequently those of us who preach the 
gospel come across some strange con
cepts as we find those who attempt to 
justify some practice they want to . up
hold whether in unscriptural mar~1age 
relationships, social life, or other thmgs. 
We have heard our share of !hem oyer 
the years, but one of the most mte~est1~g 
ones took place in a congregation m 
which 1 was preaching some time ago. 
There was a man attending, though not 
a member of that congregation who ~ad 
invented a new alcoholic beverage wh1ch 
was supposed to be superior. to t~e run 
of the mill stuff. I never d1d d1scover 
whether the superiority was ~n the f~ct 
that it would make a man a ravmg mamac 
more quickly, make him a paup~r more 
easily, or exactly what, but. smce he 
graced us with his presence w1th r~ason
able regularity on Sunday morl'!lnlJS, .I 
felt that 1 should try to discover h1~ JU~tl
fication for making, selling and drmkmg 
a deadly brew that dethrones reason, 
destroys homes, perverts justice, leads 
to murder and various other crimes, and 
probably has done more damage 
throughout the history of man than all 
drugs combined. 

His arguments went along the usual 
lines at first. Christ made wine and Paul 
told Timothy to take a little wine for his 
stomach's sake. So that is supposed to 
justify almost any kind of drinking. Then 
he climaxed it with his "block buster!" 
God not only authorized and condoned 
the drinking of strong drink, He com
manded it! 

Not being an astute Bible scholar, I was 
aware that I might easily have missed a 
point like that even in half a century of 
checking. My mind ran over some of t~e 
warnings and prohibitions such as levit
icus 10:9; Proverbs 23:31; Proverbs 26:1; 
31 :4· Isaiah 5:11 and others, but those 
com:nands for doing it seemed to elude 
me. He pointed out two of them. The 
first was in Deuteronomy 14:26 and the 
other in Proverbs 31:6, 7. 

In Proverbs after Solomon had finished 
pointing out that "wine is a mocker, 
strong drink a rager, and whosoever IS 
deceived thereby is not wise," (Proverbs 
20:1) and that kings and rulers shou!~ ~ot 
drink it (Proverbs 31 :4, 5) he says G1ve 
strong drink to him who is perishing, and 
wine to him whose life is bitter.' (NASB) 
Proverbs 31 :6. His idea was that if a fel
low feels like he is about to die, God 
commands a good slug of hard liquor to 
bolster him up, and if he has a heavy 
heart, God commands that wine be given 
him. 

Even if we could prove that if a person 
was on his death bed, one might properly 
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T. PIERCE BROWN 

give him a strong narcotic to alleviate .his 
pain that is still a long way from provmg 
that 'this passage is authority from God 
for the manufacture, sale or use of hard 
liquor for anyone who can beg, buy, bor
row or steal a drink. 

But the truth is that God is NOT COM
MANDING to give strong drink to one 
who is ready to perish any more than he 
is commanding in Proverbs 19:25 or 
22:10 that we smite and cast out every 
scornful person. Proverbs 23:2 is NOT a 
command to cut your throat, nor 23:14 a 
command to beat your child with a rod 
every time he needs correction. Ecclesias
tes 11:2 is not a command that whenever 
we find seven or eight persons we are 
to give a portion to them. Of course a 
person who understands neither the 
Hebrew nor English language or idioms, 
nor knows what a proverb is would have 
have a hard time understanding that, 
especially if he were desperately search
ing for justification for what he wanted to 
do. But I believe a simple illustration may 
be of some help even to that kind of 
person if he is honest and sincere. 

Suppose I am trying to emphasize the 
fact that I do not appreciate the drunken 
driver smashing up my car, "Let him 
wreck his own car, break his own neck 
and kill his own children," but surely no 
one would understand me to be authoriz
ing or commanding him to break his 
neck or kill his children! If a man should 
say, "A Christian should not lie and mur
der. Let the Hitlers, Stalins and Castros 
lie and murder," surely no one would 
understand that to mean he approved of 
their lying and murdering! 

But for some, the passage in Deu
teronomy 14:26 may be more difficult, 
for it might appear to the casual reader 
that God at least authorizes, and perhaps 
commands the drinking of strong drink. 

Although we have no commentaries 
available that cast any light on the mat
ter, we do have God's word and note the 
following things. First, we have already 
noted several passages where the pro
priety of drinking strong drink is ques
tioned, the wisdom of doing it is denied, 
or the rights to do it is prohibited. Any 
passage, therefore, which is assumed to 
condone or command it is subject to 
suspicion, to say the least. Second, the 
context of Deuteronomy 14:23-26 shows 
that he is talking of making a sacrifice or 
offering to the lord. It is true that some
times when a sacrifice of an animal was 
made the blood was poured on the altar 
and the flesh was eaten (Deuteronomy 
12:27). But it is interesting to note that 
the drink offering was poured out on the 
altar before God (Genesis 35:14; Exodus 

28:40-41; Leviticus 23:18, 37, and many 
other places). It is significant that in 
Numbers 28:7 when he says, "Thou shalt 
cause the strong wine to be poured unto 
the lord for a drink offering," he uses the 
same Hebrew word for strong wine 
(shekar) that he used in Deuteronomy 
14:26 for strong drink. It was poured unto 
the lord! 

Every reference of which we are aware 
is similar to II Kings 16:13, "And he burnt 
his burnt offerings, and his meat offerings 
and poured his drink offerings, and 
sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings 
upon the altar." There is NO case of 
which we are aware when the offerer 
was commanded or allowed to drink his 
strong drink, but the general statement 
of Proverbs 20:1 is always evident; "Wine 
is a mocker; strong drink is a raging; and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise." 

Although it does not necessarily bear 
directly on this situation, it may help you 
to appreciate the point if you are aware 
that when Paul said in II Timothy 4:6 "I 
am now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand," he used the 
word "spendomai" for "offered" which 
means "poured out as a drink offering." 
He did not say "I am ready to be drunk 
(pi no)," but "I am ready to be poured out 
as a sacrificial offering." He uses the same 
figure of speech in Phillipians 2:17 when 
he speaks of being "offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith" as if 
his life were being poured out as a liba
tion before God. 

We are not denying that God allowed 
his people to have some form of wine 
under some circumstances, nor affirming 
as some irate member asked me about 
30 years ago "Are you trying to tell me 
that I will go to hell for drinking a spoon
ful of wine?" But we are denying that 
those passages in Proverbs and Deuter
onomy permit, encourage or authorize 
the manufacturing, dispersing of or drink
ing strong drink as advocated and prac
ticed by a number of persons who call 
themselves Christians. 

And even if after a careful study of all 
the passages that touch on the matter a 
person was honestly not convinced that 
God neither condoned or commended 
his people to drink strong drink, any per
son who wanted to let the life of Christ 
be demonstrated in his mortal flesh 
would still have to deal with such pas
sages as Romans 14:21 "It is good neither 
to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth or 
is offended or is made weak." 

112 Lemont lane, Rt. 3 
Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388 
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A Sinner's PLea 
GLENN D. PEMBERTON 

Psalm 51 is the most highly acclaimed and prized peni
tential psalm. C. H. Spurgeon has said, 11 lt is a bush burning 
with fire yet not consumed, and out of it a voice seemed to 
cry to me, 11Draw not nigh hither, put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet." Psalm 51 contains great lessons for modern man. 

Apparently Psalm 51 was written by David shortly after 
Nathan came to him pronouncing the judgment of the Lord 
because of his sins of adultery and murder. 

In the opening three verses David cries out to God con
cerning his sin. He throws himself before God, and because 
of God's steadfast love and abundant mercy, he need not fear 
rejection. In his plea David uses three different words to 
describe his sin. The first is 11transgressions," which means 
the deliberate breaking of a known law. This is an unwilling
ness to stay within the limits set by God; it is rebellion. 
The second word is "iniquity," the perversion of right, or 
depravity. Instead of being true, or correct, the deed is 
warped, bent, and twisted. The third word is "sin," which 
means basically to miss the mark in life. This is an error, but 
not accidental. 

Corresponding to these three words for sin are three terms 
denoting the forgiveness desired. One is "blot out." The 
allusion is to a record or register of crimes according to 
ancient oriental usage. Sin is regarded as a debt or crime in 
God's book which needs to be blotted out (See Acts 3:19). A 
second term is "wash thoroughly." This has to do with wash
ing clothes as a fuller does, and is also used to denote cere
monial purification. David realizes sin is a stain so deep that 
he must be thoroughly washed. No mere external cleansing 
will do; instead, a total washing of the inner man is desired. 
A third term is 11cleanse," which is common in the Levitical 
law for pronouncing one clean of leprosy (Lev. 14). Its use 
here implies a comparison between leprosy and sin. 

Thus, there are six truths about sin expressed in the first 
three verses; 1) it is rebellion against God, 2) it is perversion 
of right, 3) it is missing the mark, 4) it is a crime, 5) it is a 
deep stain ,and 6) it is a spiritual leprosy. Sin is very serious. 

In verse 4 two problems of interpretation arise, both re
vealing deeper messages. The first is in verse 4a, 11 Against 
thee, thee only have I sinned." This could be taken to mean 
that David speaks here as a king, and as king he is re
sponsible to no human authority. Or it could be that David's 
sin was known only to God, and none else. It seems best to 
take this as a statement of the attitude of David. He is first 
concerned with God before his neighbor. He also realizes 

that all sin is against the Lord. All wrong done to our fellow 
man is wrong done to one created in the image of God. 

The second concern in verse 4 is the phrase, "in order that 
thou art justified in thy sentence." J. J. Stewart Perowne 
(The Book of Psalms, 1966, p. 417) says, "Strictly speaking, 
'in order that' would imply that the sin was done in order 
that God's justice might shine the more conspicuously there
by; and this would seem of course to make God the author 
of sin." However, this is not the case (see James 1 :13-15). The 
Biblical writers drew no sharp distinction between events as 
the consequence of the Divine order and events following 
from Divine purpose. To them all was ordained and designed 
of God. Even sin itself did not flow uncontrolled, but only in 
channels made for it by God; in this way God hardened 
Pharoah's heart. This type of occurrence is also found in the 
book of job when God "provokes" Satan to test his servant 
job (Job 1:8-11, 2:3-4). 

Verse five has long been controversial. We affirm that it 
does not teach three things. First, it does not teach that sexual 
intercourse and children are sinful. How could this be true if 
children are a heritage of the Lord, and the man who has his 
quiver full of them is blessed (Ps. 127:3-5)? Second, this does 
not teach that David was conceived outside of marriage. Al
though nothing is known of David's mother from scripture, it 
does not fit the context to think that David is blaming his 
mother. Third, this verse does not teach that the sin of Adam 
has been passed down from generation to generation. Again, 
this does not fit into David's thought. He is accepting the 
entire guilt of his sin. Why should he blame Adam or anyone 
else? 

The best interpretation is that David is using an ancient 
Near Eastern idiom. Albert Barnes correctly states, "The idea 
is that he could not have commited this offense unless , . 
he had been thoroughly corrupt, and always corrupt. The sm 
was as heinous and aggravated as if in his very conception 
and birth there had been nothing but depravity •.. " Barnes 
continues to explain that it is much like being born with a 
love of music, or with a love of nature. David has been in
clined to sin and tempted from his youth up. If David was 
cursed with the sin of Adam he has an excuse, but he claims 
no excuse in his request for forgiveness. Certainly man is 
born with a propensity to sin, but the imputation of Adam's 
sin has no basis in scripture. 

(Continued next week) 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Tex. 79699 
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Basis for the Media Slant MALCOM P. HINCKLEY 

It is amazing how dependent we all 
are on the media. As soon as we move 
outside of our own immediate circle, the 
chances are we are almost 100 per cent 
dependent on the public media for what 
we know concerning news and. even~s. 
We read newspaper and magazmes! hs
ten to radio and watch T V and f1lms, 
trying to k~ep up with everything as 
best we can. 

But how aware are we that a con
tinuous bias is present which prompts 
these sources to slant both what they 
report and how they report it? If you've 
had suspicions this might be so, you 
are not paranoid. What you may have 
suspected is now thoroughly docu
mented. 

A recent study has been reported by 
S Robert Lichter and Stanley Rothman 
i~ "Public Opinion" magazine (October
November issue for 1981, v. 4, no. 5, p. 
42-46. "Media and Business Elite"). The 
writers spent an hour with each of 240 
of the media elite. These were reporters, 
editors, columnists, bureau chiefs, news 
executives, T V correspondents, anchor
men, producers, and film edito~s. These 
are the power elite who determme what 
we shall learn and what we shall not. 
By very virtue of their role, despite 
vaunted "objectivity," they call the shots 
as they see them. And it is more than of 

Sacrifice? Who? Me? 
Every now and then articles appear in 

the brotherhood papers about the sacri
fices ministers of the gospel make. Ar
ticles about how they sacrifice financial
ly by taking a preaching job which pays 
less than they could earn in a "secular" 
job, how they sacrifice their health and 
time by being on call 24 hours a day 
7 days a week, how they sacrifice their 
families by always working for the 
church and never having enough time 
to spend with their families. 

I have been preaching full or part
time for over 11 years. The last,fo.ur 
years in what some would call a mis
sion area." During this time people 
have commented how they appreciate 
and admire me for the sacrifice my 
family and I are making for Christ. Yes, 
I could earn more money at a secular 
job; yes, there would be less pressure in 
a secular job; yes, the job is hard and 
requires long hours; NO, I am not sacri
ficing. 

You want to know who is sacrificing 
for Jesus? It is the brother and sister 
who spends 40 plus hours a week on an 
assembly line, in gas station, selling in
surance, etc. and still find time to at
tend all the services of the church, who 
finds time to get involved with the ac
tivities of the church-evangelism, 
benevolence, building maintenance, 
teaching; who are willing to take posi
tions of authority and responsibility with 
no financial reward. The brethren who 
put themselves to a spirit~al testing 
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passing interest to note the viewpoint 
from which they go to work. 

Politically, they lean to the left with a 
vengeance-by a margin of 7 to 1. 
When three fourths of an electorate 
voted for a conservative president, the~e 
men belonging to the same ethmc 
group, were 81 to 19 fo~ a leftist op
ponent. This tells somethmg ~bout th.e 
difficulties currently confrontmg Presi
dent Reagan in ~ryin& tc;> reac~ the 
American public w1th h1s s1de of Issues. 

However disturbing this fact may be, 
it is dwarfed by the way these elitists 
view moral and spiritual matters. 

86 per cent seldom or never attend 
church while only 8 per cent attend 
regula~ly. It is hardly surprising, then, .to 
learn how they respond to moral IS
sues- for the reality is that we are all 
governed by what we believe. 

90 per cent of the media elite believe 
in abortion, with 4 out of 5 "strongly" 
espousing that "right" for women. The 
murder of unborn babies means nothing 
to them. This is obviously no Christian 
~n~ . 

So far as sex is concerned, permissive
ness is the watchword. In plainer words, 
anything goes. Only 9 per cent believe 
homosexuality is morally wrong. 85 per 
cent support the "right" of homo
sexuals to teach in public schools. That 

BROCK HARTWIGSON 

situation day after day by working with 
people of the world who constantly try 
to pull them down. These are the ones 
who sacrifice for Jesus. 

As a preacher, I have pretty much es
caped this. Just about all the people I 
work with either are Christians already 
or are interested in studying to become 
a Christian. No one pressures me to go 
drinking with them; to pad or allow 
them to pad an expense account; to 
punch them in or out on time while 
they slip away from the job; to steal, 
cheat or lie. 

As a preacher I get paid for what the 
rest of the church does out of love for 
Jesus. I get paid, money, for studying 
the Bible, for attending services, for 
visiting the sick and for teaching others. 

Preaching is a hard job, but is it a 
sacrifice? No! Actually, it is just the 
opposite. It is a way of escaping from 
some of the pressures of the world. It is 
the easiest way I know to live in this 
world and follow Jesus. 

The next time you want to see an 
example of someone who is really sacri
ficin~ for Jesus, don't look at the 
preacher but in the mirror. If you see a 
brother or sister who is working in a 
secular job and is supporting the church 
with his or her time, money and the like 
then you will see someone who is sacri
ficing for Jesus and deserves thanks and 
praise. 

372 High St., Lockport, N.Y. 14094 

means, if they have their way, your 
children and mine are to be taught by 
moral perverts. In the same vein, more 
than half of them see nothing wrong 
with adultery. 

This predominant group, when asked, 
"Who directs American society?" said 
they were the second and most power
ful determiners of that direction. But 
when asked, "Who do you think should 
run the country?" they placed them
selves first! In keeping with prevalent 
liberal snobbery, they consider them
selves as enlightened, and such pe9ple 
as Christians but backward obstruction
ists. 

From these facts a number of con
clusions seem obvious: 

1. Even "elitists" are products of the!r 
education. The thrust of present Amen
can higher education is humanistic in 
the extreme, and utterly Godless. Vir
tually anything can be taught (and is) 
except God or religion. The moral and 
spiritual bankruptcy thus produced is 
cataclysmic. 

2. Other "elitists" are products of this 
same education, and spread its virus 
at an alarming rate. This is particulary 
true of judges in the sweeping decisions 
they make, even though they are at 
variance with everything that has gone 
before-history, the,, will of the popu
lace, even specific laws. Recently m the 

(Continued on page 11) 

Cowbirds and Fathers 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

The cowbird, of the blackbird family, 
is an unusual bird. It is one of the few 
birds in the world that does not build 
its own nest. Instead, it lays its eggs in 
the nests of other birds. It finds the nest 
of a smaller bird whose eggs hatch later 
than its own, and places its egg there. 
Then when the cowbird hatches, the in
truder, soon bigger than its foster 
mother, demands so much food that the 
"stepmother" is exhausted feeding the 
hungry interloper. . 

Otherwise, the cowbird is a good 
citizen. It is the farmer's friend, for it 
feeds on harmful insects and weed 
seeds, but socially it is a criminal. 

There are cowbirds among us human 
beings. There are men that marry and 
have children. They are good citizens 
in every way, except they do little to 
make certain that their children will be 
nurtured in the admonition of the Lord. 
They seem to expect the children they 
fathered to be fed by the church, their 
wives, a grandfather or by someone 
else. Of if the worst should occur: 
"Aren't there good orphan homes for 
children, or cannot a stepfather do it?" 

Are they much different from the 
cowbird? Are they any better? The 
cowbird, in shirking its responsibilities, 
amuses. But the father, callously ne
glectful of his own, is, as the Apostle 
Paul says, worse than an infidel. 
4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 
91602 
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The sad case of 

Elders Who Did Not Teach 
NEIL GALLAGHER 

Judges 2:7 says: "the people served the Lord throughout 
the life time of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him .... " 

Later, Joshua died (v. 8). 

Hence, the responsibility of leadership then fell on these 
elders "who outlived him." (v. 7) 

But the elders died, so did the knowledge of God in the 
land. (v. 1 0) The text says, ". . . after that whole generation 
Uoshua and elders and people] had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation grew up who knew NEITHER THE 
LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE FOR ISRAEL" (emphasis 
mine-Neil G.) 

What happened? 
What happened? 
How can it be that a "whole generation" of people who, 

during the lifetime of joshua and the elders, followed God, 
procreated a generation of people who failed God? Not only 
failed him passively, but forsook him actively: 

"They forsook the Lord the God of their fathers, who had 
brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped 
various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked 
the Lord to anger, because they forsook him and served 
Baal ..•. And the people no longer could withstand their 
enemies (vss. 12-14)." 

What happened? 
Apparently, the elders and people did not TEACH their 

children. Hence the new "generation" knew not God. 
The text says, yes, that these children who became adults 

"forsook the Lord," (vss. 12-13) but that is not the original 
problem. The original problem is that they did not know the 
Lord. (v. 1 0) 

Lack of obedience arises from lack of knowledge and lack 
of knowledge arises from lack of teaching. The elders and 
people apparently did not teach their children. Hence there 
was ignorance of God (v. 10), hence there was forsaking of 
God (v. 13). 

Since joshua was dead (v. 8), it was up to the elders and 
the people to teach the next generation. But that really means 
it was up to the elders to teach the people to teach their 
children. If the elders had taught the people what and how 
to teach the children, the people would have so taught. 

But the elders failed to teach the people-and the people 
failed to teach the children-and the children forsook the 
Lord. (vss. 12-13) 

The elders ignored Deuteronomy 6:6-7: 
"And these words which I command you this day shall be 
upon your heart: And you shall teach them diligently to 
your children and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 
down and when you rise." 

When elders do not teach, people do not teach. When 
people do not teach, children do not learn, and when chil
dren do not learn, children disobey. 

And a generation of rebels arises who 11follow and wor
ship the gods of the people around them." (v. 13) 

It begins with the failure of current elders to teach; it ends 
with the forsaking of God by the next generation. 

This is why elders teach •• 
This is why elders teach people to teach. 
This is why elders insist that people (i) learn of God daily 

in daily Bible reading, (ii) teach God daily to their children 
in family devotionals and (iii) attend every Bible class and 
worship service. 

When elders fail, people forsake. 
When elders teach (and teach people to teach) (i) people 

know God, (ii) obey God, and (iii) protect their children from 
falling before the enemy. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav

ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven ~afers in the 

small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 

carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 

should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 

carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P. o. Box 610, Austin, Texas '78'76'7 
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GUNMEN TERROR-ZAMBIAN 
VILLAGERS FLEE 

A band of Zaire soldiers are terroriz
ing motorists along the Ndola-Mufuli ra 
road. The men stop vericles, search pas
sengers and grab money and other val
uables. 

Zambians living near the border w ith 
Sakanya have f led the area fo llowing the 
looting of houses and stores by Zairean 
sol diers at the weekend. The border has 
been closed in the rising tension and 
Zambian security forces have exchanged 
f ire w ith Zairean sold iers. 

In th is area of confl ict there are f ive 
congregations of the Church of Christ. 
Three Zambian congregations are in 
vill ages along th e Mufulira-Ndola road 
and two Zairean congregations are in 
Sakanya di strict. Several Zambian and 
Zairean church leaders from the troubled 
area have been overni ght visitors at the 
Woodhall home in Kitwe. Evangelist 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to w in souls In a one-yea r internship. 
Qualify t o be a full-time PERSONA L WORK· 
tR or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
f or details to School of Personal Evange· 
lism , at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Mem phis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
01 20. NO TUITION. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

SJJ95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 
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Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundat ion 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Peter Muteba, for example, has lost his 
w ife who disappeared f leeing from 
the armed men. However, Shadrach 
Chisebwe, who preaches extensively in 
the affected area, sti ll made it to Radio 

Zambia on t ime in order to broadcast 
for the Church. 

Evangel ism continues to produce re
su lts in Zamb ia. Woodhall reports 66 
baptisms in February, 1982. 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1981 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that w ill increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 availabl e at $10.00 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

DIRECTIONS for Graduates! 

DIRECTIONS. A Gift Book for Graduates-by LeRoy 
Koopman. S4.95. (Newl) 
GOOD MORNING, LORD-MEDITATIONS FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS. By Leland C. May. Problems 
and concerns of today's college students. S3.95 
(NEW). 
YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR UFE. By Don Mallough. 
$3.95 paper. (New)l Encouragement and analysis of 
the disciplined life. 
AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for High 
School Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. $3.95. 
ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for Col· 
lege Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. $3.95. 
HI I'M ANN I By Ann Kiemel. $1.75 paper. 
GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS. By Wm. 
Krutza. $3.95. 

At graduation time, a book 
Is a gift and a guide. 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE! By Wm. Krutza. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES. By Rhoda Lapp. 
$4.95. 
MY GRADUATION YEAR. By Robert J. Martin. 
$11 .95. 
WISE WORDS TO GRADUATES. By Robert J. 
Martin $1.25. 
CHALKDUST. Elspeth C. Murphy. $4.95. 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! By Daniel 
Seagren. $.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS. By Nelle Vander 
Ark. $4.95. 

GOOD MORNING, LORD Series: 
DEVOTIONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS. By L.O. 
Caldwell. $3.95. 
MEDITATIONS FOR TEACHERS. By Don Mainprize. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. $3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. By Paul Martin. 
$3.95. 
MORE DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR ATHLETES. By Leroy Patterson. 
$3.95. 
PRAYERS & PROMISES FOR TEENS. By Margaret 
Shiner. S3.95. 

Clip .and mail today ! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose S- - - ---· Please senu_ _ ____ copies of 

at $ , plus $1.00 postage and handling. Texas resi-
dents please add 5% sales tax. 
Name __________________________________________ __ 

Address. ______________________________________ ___ 

City ___________ __.,tat e _ ____ --l.Jip ________ _ 
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BASIS FOR THE MEDIA SLANT 
(Continued from page 8) 

S!ate in which I live, the State Univer
Sity has been ordered by its Supreme 
Co~rt t? legith:''la!ize a. "gay" student or
g~mzatlon. Th1s m sp1te of all previous 
disapproval of h~mos~xuality; the op
position of the Umvers1ty President (who 
is a member of the church); the opposi
tion of the Board of Regents; and the 
opposition of by far the majority of the 
electorate. "Elitists" of this type have 
no compunction about riding roughshod 
over anyone and everyone. Don't they 
alone know best? 

3. The continuing corruption of the 
country's moral fabric is facilitated by 
the general media, who themselves are 
showcase products of a Godless educa
tion. 

4. Increasingly a Christian is called 
upon to be highly discriminating in what 
he hears or sees, and even more in what 
he accepts. 

5. As never before in the history of 
our nation a Christian faces a spiritually 
hostile environment. 

6. It is later than we think. 
Rather than despairing, we sense a 

more urgent necessity for showing 
others the more excellent way of the life 
that reflects the teachings of Christ. It 
is when darkness is deepest that the 
light shines out brightest-even if that 
light be only a candle. 

Let your light shine! 
(Editor's Note: You might attempt to get 
a member or members of the congre
gation where you worship to subscribe 
to a religious paper. That would at least 
help to balance off the hedonistic 
media.) 

---o~---

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

LEADERS MEET IN ST. LOUIS 

The Overland congregation in the St. 
Louis area recently hosted an area-wide 
meeting for church leaders and their 
wives. Approximately 100 persons spent 
the afternoon in discussing world mis
sions, viewing the films on the Poland 
word and discussing specific families in 
the mission fields. The remainder of the 
afternoon was spent in prayer for our 
brethren who are laboring in various 
mission fields around the world. Those 
participating rejoiced at this expression 
of love and mutual concern for the 
Lord's work. Other congregations ex
pressed a desire to host similar meet
ings in the future. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard ·Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

em~s 
ctxa~cbes at= cbR.fst 

fllSCJRCJrx:e fJI'UXJP 

• E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) ......•..••...••• $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) •..•. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges Incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
lnjuty. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found In the group book· 
lets. 
Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Ser11ing the Neetl of Our Brethren 
Sinee 1975" 
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NIGERIA-VOCATIONAL 
MISSIONARIES: AN OPPORTUNITY 

FOR TEACHERS 

There is a team of seven missionaries 
in Plateau State, north central Nigeria. 
This is the first time that we of the 
church has had missionaries in this part 
of the most populous country of Africa: 

The Plateau State government paad 
for the plane tickets, is furnishing sal
aries, housing, furniture and appliances. 
These are American Christians under 
contract to teach in government Teacher 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Most 
of them are teaching Bible. It is called 
Christian Religious Knowledge. 

Right now they are teaching Church 
History-really the book of Acts, and 
practical Christianity. What an opportun
ity! Up to 500 students daily. We just 
visited with five of these teachers scat
tered in various towns of Plateau State. 
They speak enthusiastically about the 
tremendous evangelistic opportunity be
fore them. 

Not everyone can make the necessary 
adjustment to a new and strange culture, 
climate and food. One couple returned 
home after only a few days. It is not for 
all. Those remaining appear positive and 
very optimistic about their ministry for 
Christ. 

Rees and Patti Bryant brought the 
team together and led them to Nigeria. 
They are veteran workers in Nigeria. Rees 
came up with an idea that holds fascinat
ing possibilities for evangelism. The 
government will only allow two or three 
missionaries of the church into Nigeria~ 
Rees says Plateau State will hire a lady 
qualified to teach various secular sub
jects. They will pay fare for her, her hus-
J_.. __ ._._.__ .. ._.__..._._.., 
t PEWS ••• New and Used 1 
f Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing 

l
l Write or call for free estimate. i 

BREM'S WOODWORK$, INC. r 
JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 

' Waco, 1X 76705 817-799-5926 ' 

-----------------------

band and up to two children, provide 
housing, furniture and appliances. The 
husband could be a missionary doing 
World Bible School follow-up and plant
ing churches and not affect the above 
quota the government has. Quite likely 
other states would present a similar 
opportunity.-Ralph Perry. 

If interested and for further informa-
tion write to: 

Rees Bryant 
G.T.C. Gindri 
P.M.B. 643, jos, 
Plateau State, Nigeria 
West Africa 

A JJ'lrm FoUDdaUon IIU'bampUon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smaU carton and three of these cartons to 
tho large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubUshing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787Q 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INPORMA110N CONTAcr: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817 /535·1801 
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BEAMSVILLE CHURCH TO CELEBRATE 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Beamsville Church of Christ, one 
of the o ldest in all Canada, wi ll celebrate 
its 150th anniversary June 6, 1982 at the 
June Meeting of Ontario churches on 
that day. 

June meetings in Ontario date back 
to 1843. They are hosted by a di fferent 
congregation each year and are attend
ed by several hundred Christ ians. This 
year's gathering wi ll be in Tallman Audi
torium on the campus of Great Lakes 
Christian College. Former preachers for 
the church have been invited to partici
pate. 

The beginning of the Beamsville 
ch urch (then cal led Clinton or Lakeshore) 
in the fall of 1832 was reported by Daniel 
Weirs in the January 1833 Christian 
Messenger. He reported that he had 

"constituted a church upon the New 
Testament alone." Despite human frai l
ty the Beamsvi lle church has en
d~avored, for a century and one-half, to 
be such a church. 

Former members of the congregation 
are especially invited to be presen t June 
6th. 

George Tipps, 301 High Woods, Fort 
Worth, TX 76112, April 12, 1982: After 
28 years in Fort Worth, Texas, the last 
8 years having been with the M~ado~
brook congregation, I am to begm wrth 
the Wh ite Rock Church in Dal las, Texas, 
May 1. 

Wh le in Fort Worth I preached for the 
Riverside, Birdville, Eastridge and M id
town congregations and was engaged. in 
fu ll t ime meeting work for 3 years, prror 
to Meadowbrook. Prospects appear 
bright for a good work. 

JACKSONVILLE, ARKANSAS HOMECOMING 
June 4·6, 1982 

F orrner Preachers Return Special Activities 
• LeRoy Wood • Ray Wright, Song Leader 
• Edwin White • Christian Hospitality 
• Sam Griffith • Family Reunions 
• Bill Simpson • Fellowship Meal 

GOSPEL MEETING - HOMECOMING 
June 4 and 5, 7:30P.M.; June 6, 8:45, 10:00, II :00 A.M., 6:00P.M. 

615 N. Bailey Street, Jacksonville, AR 72076 (50 1)982-371 3 

M r. Pepperdlne·s original st::ttement of purpose 
Is s till the guiding principle of the University: 

''Therefore. as my contribution to the well·belng 
and happiness of this generation and those tha t 
follow. 1 am endowing this Institution to help 
young men and women prepare tl:emselves for 
a life of usefulness In this competitive world 
and to help them build a foundation of Chris· 
uan cha racter and faith which will survive the 
storms of life.·· 
The most distinctive feature of Pepperdlne 
University Is the fac t that It maintains a 
serious commitment to a rigorous academic 
program In concert with concern for spiritual 
matters. It recognizes Its role as an educa· 
tlonal Institution with a distinctive and 
unique Christian heritage and mission. 
The University Is composed of Seaver 
College of Letters. Arts and Sciences. the 
School of Business and Management. the 
Graduate School of Education and the 
School of Law. 
For Information. write to: 
Robert L. Fra ley. Dean of Admissions 

Howard A. While. Pres ident 
and Chlcr Executive Officer 
M . Norvel Young. 
Chancellor 

YUGOSLAVIC BROADCAST 
IN DANGER 

Since the first week of July, each 
Wednesday evening the gospel has been 
broadcast for 15 minutes in the Croa
tian language. Yugoslavia is unique in 
that it is the only Eastern European 
country into which the church is broad
casting the gospel which also has fu ll
time evangelists l iving within the 
country. 

Tbe response to the program has been 
very encouraging. . 

The program is in danger of bemg 
cancelled because of financial difficul
ties. 

To obtain detailed information please 
contact: Yugoslavia for Christ, Postfach 
1 A-8047 Graz, Austria, Europe; or the 
o~erseeing congregation: Northside 
chu rch of Christ, 2130 N. Grand Ave., 
Santa Ana, CA 92701. 

Bob Young, 321 E. Holmes Rd., Lansing, 
Mich. 48910 

A "Three Unusual Days" weekend 
w ith jack Exum resulted in a 22% in
crease in contribu ti ons at the Holmes 
Road Church of Christ in Lansing, Mich-
igan last month. . . . . 

The increase is especrally srgnrfrcant 
because the congregation had just two 
weeks earlier pledged over $30,000 ~o
ward a new missions outreach whrch 
w ill place the Tab Brown family in Costa 
Rica. The two efforts together r~pr~sent 
almost a 50% increase in contrrbutrons. 

There were 45 baptisms during 1981 
at the congregation. 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jhe oforJ~ 
Own Church 

t'l 
JJ.arve'J A. Cfti/Jre66 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed lear.ning st~dy books ~e
signed for raprd learnrng and lastrng 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Toxas 78767 

13 [301) 



JONES-LEWIS DEBATE TO BE TELEVISED 

SEARCY, Ark.-A debate, recorded by 
Dr. j erry jones, chairman of the Bible 
department at Harding University, and 
Dr. Gordon Lewis, professor of syste
matic theology and Christian phi losophy 
at Baptist Theological Seminary in Den
ver, will be aired on the Christian 
Broadcast Network of cable television. 
The four 30-minute presentations will 
be a feature of the john Ankerberg 
Show and dates are schedu led for 
April. 

" Is Salvation Dependent on Bap-

tism ?" is the subject for the discus
sions, filmed at Chattanooga, Tennessee 
with Ankerberg as moderator. 

The show utilizes a talk show
audience participation format such as 
has been popularized by Phil Donahue. 

Persons interested in viewing the pro
grams should consult their local pro
gram schedules for times. 

jones has been contacted again by 
Ankerberg since the March filming for 
further discussions to be filmed in 
Chattanooga at a later date. 

4'111-IU;IIES OF ( :JIIUST-
ST 1\ Tl<: 01<' C ' :\LII<'OU~ l1\ 

If you ha1•en't checked with IIS-)"011 may he paying roo m11ch 
for your ins11rance.1•1! 
We will proride quotes for: A II types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
donated labor. Whate1•er your need. 

Additional programs for, health , demal, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

MINISTER'S SERMON SEMINAR 
May 24-26, 1982 

The goal of the Sermon Seminar, sponsored by the Institute for Christian Studies 
is to aid the minister in developing preaching material. The Seminar will not just 
offer sermon outlines, but will also consider preaching in terms of sermons on par· 
ticular texts. An emphasis of the seminar is the process by which biblical texts can be 
made applicable to today's world . 

Participants and topics for the Sermon Seminar will be as follows: 
The Book o f Psalms Tony Ash 
The Gospel o f Mark Allan McNicol 
Second Corinthians J ames Thompson 
Amos and Hosea Paul Watson 
The Gospel of John Michael Weed 
Sermons for Speci~ l Occasions Rex Kyker 
The Joy of Prcachmg Lanny H enninger 

The seminar is designed so that everyone who attends will take home both a good 
deal of sermon material and a perspective that will be most valuable for his future 
preaching. 

The Sermon Seminar will begin on Monday eve• 
ning, May 24, and conclude on Wednesday, May 
26. Cost for the entire seminar including five 
meals, tS $30.00. There is a S !0.00 deposit 
required (refundable until May 15). The 
first 40 persons to register will, at no 
extra charge, be provided housing at 
Tower Manor Apartments, directly 
across the street from the Insti· 
tute. 

For further information 
please write: 
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Dr. Tony Ash 
Institute for Christian Studies 
1909 University Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78705 

WANTED: 
Drama/Speech Instructor 

Computer Science Instructor 
Master's degree required 
To begin in August, 1982 
For more details, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, 
Vice President for Academics, 

York College, 
York, NE 68467 

Stop Nine Church o f Christ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
PRACTICAL MINISTRIES 

An internship program for school of 
preaching and college g radua tes. De
signed to give the practical experience 
needed for the ministry. Ninety percent 
of your time will b e spent working in 
the ministry with experienced evan
gelists. 

RICHARD PERRAULT- Director 
1-614-685-2591 

P.O. Box 116 Byesville, O hio 43723 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SaECTION ·FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CAll TOll FREE 

~ SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC . 
•• BOX 1308 • JACKSONVILLE TX 75766 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dfrector-3728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-800-792-5191 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 11, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertiaing in thJa section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertiain~ meetlna places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekintc preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 s. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
GU-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DIDNVER, COLORADO 802.28 

LAK.mWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant Is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia Canada. This could be your 'open door' 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more Information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902·678-1168). 
CIIA.TBA.M, N • .J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. a·ot-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA..- A.NCHORA.GEI CHlJILCH OF 
CBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA. Y A..IU'AA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
nsoo DubUD Road 

Pleasanton, CaUfoi"DDA 941508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Ha\mala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfleld Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922._-:-"':::-::--:-::==-:==-"""":-:-::-===-;-----

LOS ANGELES, CAl,IFORNIA 
CENTRAr; CHURCH OF ·cHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul H8TIIer, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 22015 El. JtlorJmD Ave.. 
u.s. 480 Eaat Oppoalte K-llart. Offlee 4'1'1-
52'11. D'obb7 Wade, llln. 47'8-40116. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707 I 448-8667 .'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN OITY, CA.LIFORNIA.-Vnlley Ohureh of 
Olarlst. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Cllnton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Date Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78356. 
Phone: 612/848-8006. 

Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louts, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLEB-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
URGENT: Assistance needed for work in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Write: Church of Christ, P.O. Box 372, 
Marquette, Ml 49855. Ph. Ron Bartanen, 906/226-2310. 
ATI''N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E.'' 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. JoJiy, Min. 796-2811. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word In the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation self
sufficient. Send resume and names of three references 
to Church of Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: William Nichols. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located In South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 
PREACHER AVAILABLE, 35 years experience, effective 
& sound in the Faith. For churches within 200 miles 
of Lubbock. Also available for your Meetings. Phone: 
(806) 797:2228: Leslie Rickerson. 
PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching available June 1st, 1982. Served last ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per
sonal worker while working in the secular field. Refer
ences furnished upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membership. Call 1-505 
869-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvia) Willingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427-5485. 
"Preacher Wanted for small congregation of about 55 
in southeast Missouri. Three bedroom brlckhome and 
utilities furnished. Send resume and tape to Box 40, 
Essex, Mo. 63846 or call Bert Tucker 314-283-5784 or 
Eugene McClung 314-283-5419." 
Want to give away two buses. Both 1969 Chevrolet 
54 passenger. 1 In good condition1 the other needs a 
short block. Available free to neeay church, but must 
take both. Call West University Church of Christ, 3507 
Bissonet, Houston, Tx. at 713-666-3535. 
CAMPUS MINISTER NEEDED: Need a director for the 
Bible Chair program at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University. Program is well established. The director 
teaches credit courses on the campus and directs 
the activities at the Bible chair student center. Full-time 
position. Prefer married man with master's degree. Send 
resume to The Elders, Church of Christ, Box 514, 
Weatherford, Okla. 73096. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 5647D-218-732·5105. 
RETIRE in beautiful, healthy Sedona, and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 8088, Sedono., 
Ariz. 86340. 
BEC, BORROW, OR BUY: I need old songbooks. 
Paperbacks or hardbacks. Any condition, publisher, or 
date. History is Important. I would also like to cor
respond with writers who want to publish. Stephen 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL MAN for our 
''Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the Lord. This is a unique "on the 
job" training program for potential full-time workers. 
Work with youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders, 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(806) 857-3561. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96603 or 
call (916) 886-6776. 

YUMA., A.RIZ,, 851 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

CARING • • • COMPASSIONATE CONCERN FOR THE 
SICK encourages Christians In their quest to be like 
Jesus, parti~ularly in ministering to the sick. For a free 
copy of th1s excellent resource book, write Carlng-FF 
Box 1315, Abilene, Texas 79604. ' 
Minister ~esi~es t~ relocate with free grace-oriented 
congregation m M1dwest or Northeast, preferably In or 
near a large population center. I am 33 married and 
possess advanced degree in biblical studies Phone 
(309) 699-2465. • 
FOR SALE: Complete Bible Call equipment and library 
Contact 9th & Columbia Church of Christ, Plainview: 
Texas 79072 and make us an offer. 806-293-2616. 
LAKE CISCO CHRISTIAN CAMP-Date: June 20-26 
198~. U~der the direction of Interstate 20 church of 
Chmt, C1sco, Texas. Ages: 12-19. Excellent counsellors 
t~achers, other staff .. Recreational program Is tops: 
B1ble study and Chnst1an life receive primary emphasis 
Ou! new All-Purpose building Is completed and In use: 
Wnte for .brochure and further information to P.O. 
Box 629, C1sco, Texas 76437. Call 817/442-2154 or 817/ 
442-2713. Hurryl Room for only 120 campers. 
LAKE CISCO CHRISTIAN CAMP-Date• June 13-19 
1982. ynder !he direction of 16th and VIne St. church 
of Chr1st, Ab1lene, Texas. Ages: 10-19. Write for bro
chure and further Information to 16th and Vine St 
church of Christ, 1610 Vine St., Abilene Texas 7960£ 
Call 915/676-5998. Hurry! Room for only 120 campers: 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support If ln
tere~ted, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Chmt, P.O. Box 372, Marquette Ml 49855 or ph 
906-226-2310. , . 
Reti~ed ~ouple Jiving near Kerrville desire mature lady 
to hve m the home and do cooking and housework. 
Salary $80~ per month with a $300 bonus every six 
months. W1ll have private room with bath. Write 543 
Upper Turtle Creek Road, Kerrville, Texas 78028 or 
call (512) 257-5600. ' 
WANTED: Evangelistically-minded youth minister to 
work with approximately 50 junior high and high 
school. people. Additional experience in areas such as 
educat1on and personal work would be most helpful 
Send r~sume to Jack Harris, c/o Brooks Avenue church 
of Chnst, 700 Brooks Avenue, Raleigh, N.C. 27607. 
Wanted: CONGREGATIONS INTERESTED IN SUPPORT
ING U.S. MISSION AREA. The church of Christ in 
Brattleboro, Vermont needs support for obtaining a 
full time minister. The congregation is 25 in attendance 
and can provide a home and utilities. For a history 
of the work and goals write to: church of Christ 75 
Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vt. 05301. ' 
MINISTER WANTED: Small, mission congregation on 
Long Island needs experienced preacher. Should be 
married, experienced in counseling, and with strong 
evangelistic out-look. Home and partial salary available. 
Send resume to: Patchogue Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
548, Patchogue, NY 11772. 
WANTED PREACHER for northern Illinois church. Send 
resume to George Graves, 1114 Allen St., Belvidere, IL 
61008 or call 815-547-7333 after 6 pm. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anltcipate 
filling this position in Summer months but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature1 and be able to provide 
good references. Please sena resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086. 

INVESTIGA.TBI The Firm FoandaUoD 
trlea to sereeta advertlaiDc, aDd wUI not 
knowingly take queatlonnble adTertla~J:aa. 
But lt Ia the readel"a reaponalbiUb' to bl• 
vestlgate. Like an7 other paper, we aome
tlmes UDwfttln8'17' ftiD liD UDWOrfh7' ad. 
.&. the old sa71Dg goea, before you lnTeat. 
lnveatltratel 

MOVING INTO EUROPE 
19 native preachers and missionaries 

from the United States met recently in 
the city of Strasburgo, in the North of 
France. 

10 European nations were represented: 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzer
land, Great Britian, Holland, Belgium and 
Austria. 

The purpose was to plan a gathering 
in Strasburgo of 2000 Christians from the 
Churches in Europe to live several days 
together, to have spiritual fellowship, to 
make a Christian impact in the city and 
to make plans for the evangelization of 
this old and atheist continent. 

This meeting is planned for the first 
week in August 1983 in the Palace of 
Congress in Strasburgo. For more infor
mation write Juan A. Monroy, Apartado 
2.029, Madrid-2. Spain. 
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Two Important Reprints: 

EARLY CHRISTIANS SPEAK 

by Everett Ferguson 

Quotations from the early Christian writings 
on subjects about faith and life in the first 
three centuries-faith , baptism, worship, the 
Lord's Supper, love feasts, prayers, hymns, 
church organization, church discipline, t he 
Christian life, acts of mercy, military service, 
and great women of the ancient church . 

$9.95 + tax A Valuable Reference Book! FERGUSON 

* * * 
THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUALITY, by J. D. Thomas 

Newly REVISED edition, with new typesetting and new 
format, brings us this FOURTH PRINTING of this valuable 
booklet, which has helped thousands to understand the 
Biblical teachings about the Holy Spirit, His relation to the 
written word, His impact and influence on both the alien 
sinner and the Christian, His INDWELLING and its signifi
cance, His "leading" of the Christian, providential activity, 
the cessation of revelation , the Charismatic movement of 
today, Neo-Pentecostalism, and SPIRITUALITY from its 
positive side-What the SPIRIT DOES DO! 

0 1·der From 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
"Prestige Publishers" 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING 

774 E. N . 15th 
Abilene, Texas 79601 
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OR HOUSE 
P . 0 . Box 610 

Austin, Texas 78767 
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On April 14 at 2 p.m., in the Palace of the Council of Minis
ter's Colum~ed Hall, Mr. Kuberski, Minister of Re ligio':l of the 
Polish People's Republic, signed the ~t~tutes mak1.ng t~e 
Church of Christ a legal e ntity and off1c1ally recogmzed 1ts 
existence and operation in the nation of Poland. Walenty 
Dawidow of Sopot, Poland, headed. the group of Polish ~reth
ren. l eading a delegation .of Amencan b.rethr~n was M1chael 
Dawidow of Vienna, Austna. Accompanymg h1m for the c~re
monies were representatives from the three congregations 
which spearheaded the "Food For Poland" project: ~illiam 
E. Stokes, John Gipson and Alton Howard. Others m the 
group were Dr. Clifton l. Ganus, Dr. Dan E. Russell and Jerry 
Harris. 

Austin, Texas, May 18, 1982 
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Operation Understanding 

Before there can be unity there must f irst be under
stand ing. Too many efforts at uniting the divided sects 
of the Lord's church have ignored the prior need for 
understanding. You don't zap a wound shut. Wounds 
heal around the edges. A lot of preliminary work must 
be done before there can be hope of unity. We didn't 
get in this divided condit ion overnight, and we will not 
get out of it overnight. 

We have had enough communication with different 
persuas ions among our people to know that the over
whelming majority of any of our groups want to do right. 
They have honest differences of opinion on many issues. 
Some of these opin ions are to them matters of faith they 
say. You have to respect that. Until one can be taught 
unti l he sees th ings in a different light it is useless to 
talk unity with him. 

It has been our histo ry that we scrutinize each other 
to find something with wh ich we can accuse each other. 
We cou ld better search for the things we have in com
mon and in which we cou ld insp ire each other. It doesn't 
cost any of us anything to find something we like in 
each other. Every group cou ld do a little to pull all of us 
back together instead of further dividing and subd ivid
ing. 

Operating on this thesis, we accepted an invitation 
recent ly to conduct a seminar in understanding hosted 
by the Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio church. We were joined in 
the effort by Robert Fife, outstanding teacher and minis
ter in the Independent Christian church. 

The Student Center of the University of Akron was 
engaged for the day-long event, and it would have been 
hard to find a better faci lity. The entire morning and 
the entire afternoon were spent by the two of us in ex
ploring the Restoration heritage and history that we have 
in common, studying the nature of the undenom ina
tional church of the New Testament and dealing with 
audience inspired questions regard!M-tg fellowship be
tween the two groups we represented. At noon we ate 
together in the Student Cafeteria. The meeting was at
tended by over 300 peop le from 8 states and Canada. 
We felt that considerable progress was maf'!e in under-
standing each other. • 

In any family affair, when people quit talking to each 
other not much progress can be made. Only sullenness 
resu lts. But if someth ing can be done to get an estranged 
husband and wife to speaking to each other again much 
of the battle has been won. When two brothers are not 
speaking the situation is deplorable. You have to first 
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get them to speaking before any reconciliation can be 
hoped for. And so it is with brothers in the Lord's fam ily 
who haven't spoken to each other for years. 

Each group, before it sends the other to hell, should 
strive to understand from their point of view just what 
they believe and why they believe it. Too many of our 
observations wind up w ith what is wrong with the other 
rather than a positive effort to find common ground in 
great Biblical truths. 

When anyone obeys the gospel of Christ he becomes 
a child of God. There is just one way to enter the king
dom, and anyone who enters that way enters the king
dom. By that process they become brothers whether 
they like it or not. They are brothers because they have 
the same Father. Neither can un-brother the other. What
ever differences they have are the differences between 
brothers. This differs from differences between a Chris
tian and a non-chri stian. We have to settle our differ
ences as brothers do. 

Real Ul}ity comes from conversion rather than from 
proselyting. W here there are differences, someone
maybe both-must be converted. We convert people by 
talking w ith them and teaching them. We would recom
mend ten thousand occasions upon w hich different seg
ments of God's fami ly, which have become estranged 
to each other, come together simply to talk to each 
other. 

There is not an estranged segment of the Fami ly that 
will come to us. Nor do we believe they should. We will 
not go to them. Nor do we be lieve we should. Maybe 
both we and they can come to God. Here we can unite. 
When we all become seekers after truth rather than 
debaters there is hope for real unity. 

Love built on hope, built on faith, opens the door to 
all kinds of possibilities. Each can look at some of the 
beautiful things in the faith and practice of the other. 
We cannot afford the luxury of hating each other. There 
is too much evidence that each group does not real ly 
think that any good can come out of the other. We have 
a lot of fear of each other, and based on our past history 
there is plenty of justification for that fear, but this is 
another generation and the historic events that drove 
us apart are buried in the past. We live in a new day, and 
hopefull y can mount a new approach to unity. 
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What Makes a Congregation a Church of Christ 
BRUCE TERRY 

Some people seem to think that it is the name on the 
building that makes a congregation a church of Christ. They 
would not even consider going to a church that called itself a 
" Church of God" or a "Church of the Saints", though both 
are Bibl ical designations. I have even seen people object to 
a congregation cal ling i tself "Christ's Church." Of course, 
thinking people wil l agree that putting the name "Church of 
Christ" on a building does not make it so. And they wi ll also 
tell you that if a name must be put on a building, any Biblical 
designation is just as pleasing to God as "Church of Christ." 

The question arises, however, w hat if a congregation takes 
on a non-Biblical name, such as "New Testam ent Church" or 
" Fellowship of Christ"? Does it then cease to be a church of 
Christ? Or in the area of organization, what if a Church of 
Christ fo llows the Baptist pattern of having the deacons run 
the church? I have known of such happening when the elders 
resigned. Does such a church cease to be a church of Christ 
when this happens? If so, does it once again become a church 
of Christ when it again appoints elders? These questions 
relate to w hat is sometim es called "the marks of the true 
church." It is commonly taught that for a congregation to be 
a church of Christ it must have the right name, worsh ip, or
ganization, teaching, etc. But w hil e all these th ings are im
portant, they are not what makes a congregati on a church of 
Christ, either individual ly or co ll ectively. 

A case in point is the ch urch at Corinth. Pau l referred to that 
church as a church of God (I Cor. 1:2; II Cor. 1:1). He said the 
Christians in it were saved (I Cor. 1 :18;15:2). Why was this so? 

Someone w ill say, it is because they had the right name. 
No, they were ca lling themselves after Paul and Apo ll os and 
Cephas. Pau l was not pleased and he exhorted them all to 
call themselves after Christ. Even so, they were still a church 
of God. 

Someone else wi ll say, it is because they had the right 
morality; Christian living is most important. Wel l, Christian 
living is important; if a Christ ian cont inues to practice the 
deeds of the flesh, he w ill not go to heaven. But as importan t 
as Christian morality is, it is not what makes a congregat ion 
a church of Christ. The congregation at Corinth was not 
known as a moral congregation. Th ey we re tolerating incest 
and lawsuits. Paul told them to correct this, even to delive r 
the incestuous man to Satan. But even so they were st il l a 
church of God. 

Someone else w ill say, it is because they had the right 
worship. But such is not true; they were abusing the Lord 's 
Supper, even to the point of getting drunk at it. And their 
assemblies were marked w ith disorder. Such conduct called 
for correcti ve teaching, but even so, they were st ill a church 
of God. 

Someone else w ill say, it is because they had the right 
teach ing. Bu t some of them were even confused about 
as fundimental a doctrine as the resurrection. Paul devoted 
58 verses to the subject to correct them, but in spite of their 
unsoundness they were still a church of God. 

Well, someone else wi ll say, it is because they had the 
righ t organization, bu t they were even following false apostles. 
That is hardly the right organization. Yet they were still called 
a church of God. 

If it was none of these things that made them a church of 
God, what was it? What made them a part of the body of 
Christ, anyway? The answer is found in I Cor. 12:13 : " For in 
one Spiri t we were all baptized in to one body-Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free- and all were made to drink of one 
Spi rit. " It was because they had all been baptized into Christ 
and thus shared the same Spirit that they were a church of 
God. It would be wrong to emphasize baptism at the expense 
of faith and repentance. W ithout these baptism is not bap
tism; it is merely a dipping in w ater. But we must restore the 
proper place of baptism in the teaching of what makes a con
gregation a chu rch of Christ. A congregation is a chu rch of 
Christ, not because it does or teaches everything exactly 
right, but because the people in it have been saved by Jesus 
Christ. 

No doubt someone w ill object that such teaching w ill allow 
all sorts of fa lse teaching in Christ's church. It is certainly 
not the pu rpose of th is art icle to condone false teaching. But 
to teach that a chu rch must be doing or teach ing everything 
exactly right in order to be a church of Christ is itself false 
teach ing. It is false teaching that always leads to division. 
Most of the breaks in fe llowship between Churches of Christ 
and many church spli ts have happened because of this fa lse 
doctrine. It is a sort of works salvation doctrine. People th ink, 
" I am going to be saved because I belong to a congregation 
that does or teaches everythi ng just right. The congregation 
he belongs to does not; therefore he is not going to be saved 
and is not a Christian brother." But no one is going to be 
saved because he is right about any or all doctrines regarding 
the church. A ll are sinners and the only way anyone will be 
saved is by the death of jesus on the cross to take away our 
sins. 

Now it has to be said that a person can be w ron g about a 
teaching and this w ill lead to his being ensnared in sin and 
ultimately lost in hell. But the answer to fa lse teach ing is 
heal thy teaching, not division. While all the time calling men 
to repentance, we need to restore the Bibl ical teaching about 
what makes a congregation a church of Christ. 

P.O. Box 220 
M ontezum a Creek, Utah 84S34 
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Viva la Consciousness! 
A. J. HOOVER 

You probably think that anyone who goes around shouting 
''Long live consciousness!" has gone bonkers. It sounds like 
an exercise in tautology, doesn't it? Aren't we all conscious, 
most of the time, when we aren't asleep? 

No, we aren't. 
Some people-and their number seems to increase daily

walk around semi-conscious or almost unconscious. I am re
ferring, of course ,to those people who take drugs, drugs that 
alter consciousness in some way. It could be many things: 
alcohol, Valium, LSD, STP, cocaine. 

Our modern economy dishes out all manner of drugs to 
produce just about any level of consciousness you might de
sire. We have drugs to put us to sleep, drugs to wake us up, 
drugs to relax us, drugs to simulate us, drugs to decrease the 
appetite, uppers, downers, and in-betweeners. 

In the future historians will probably refer to us as "the 
pill-popping society" or perhaps, "the chemical generation." 
The slogan of Monsanto has become our cultural motto: 
"Better living through chemistry." 

I say it's time to counterattack! It's time to strike a blow, 
to fire a shot, to raise a flag for just plain, old, ordinary, wak
ing consciousness, the kind of everyday consciousness you 
have without taking any kind of chemical modifier, except 
perhaps coffee. 

Better living does not-repeat not-always come through 
the ingestion of drugs. On the contrary, your life may decrease 
in quality and in value if you fall for the Gospel of Drugs or 
"the chemical experience." The Bible has always had clear 
warnings about the abuse of the drug alcohol and it thereby 
condemns by implication any chemical that alters conscious
ness in such a way as to impair our efficiency. 

The Prophet Hosea said that "wine and new wine take away 
the understanding," literally, "the brains" (Hosea 4:11). Solo
mon warned that the wine may look good when you start 
but later on it "bites like a serpent and stings like an adder" 
(Prov. 23:31-35). Note how modern Solomon's words sound: 

Your eyes will see strange things, 
And your mind utter perverse things. 
You will be like one who lies down in 

the midst of the sea, 
Like one who lies on the top of a mast. 
"They struck me," you will say, "but I was not hurt; 
They beat me, but I did not feel it." 

Much of the contemporary love affair with drugs can be 
traced back to Timothy Leary, who was expelled from Harvard 
University for his irresponsible experimentation with LSD. 
Charles Slack, writing of his long relationship with Leary, re
ported in his book, Timothy Leary, The Madness of the Sixties 
and Me {1975), that Leary once remarked to him: "Death to 
the mind ,that is the goal you must have. Nothing else will 
do!" 

Death to the mind! Well, there it is, in black and white, 
in simple English. Could anything be plainer? Leary and his 
drug evangelists don't like the most beautiful thing God ever 
gave us: reason and consciousness, the things that lift us 
above the animals and vegetables. Blot it out, they say, drug it 
into insensibility. 

We are not surprised that Eastern religions are popular 
today and very often with the same drug cultists, hippies, and 
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counter-culture types. Eastern religions, especially those from 
India, have always taught that consciousness is a problem, 
somewhat of an illusion, a nightmare from which you are 
always trying to awake and slip into Nirvana. One key Hindu 
doctrine says that all reality is maya, literally "illusion." We 
get the word magic from the same root. Drug users preach a 
kind of maya doctrine-if you don't like ordinary, waking 
reality, take this particular drug and change the scene. 

Several years ago a heavy drug user being interviewed on 
a TV talk show was asked, "Why do you take drugs?" The 
young man girded up his loins, screwed up his lips into a 
sneer, and replied, "Man, you must be bombed out of your 
birdie! Everyone knows that drugs are the ultimate ex
perience." 

Really? Does everyone know that? 
The ultimate experience? Are you sure? 
A young girl on LSD staggers out onto the Hollywood 

Freeway and sticks out her hands to stop an eighteen-wheeler 
bearing down on her. The truck wins. 

The ultimate experience? 
A young boy sniffs hair spray and then goes into a strange 

fit and flops around on the ground like a fish out of water 
and then dies in a paroxysm of agony. 

The ultimate experience? 
A young man under the influence of angel dust goes beserk 

in a police station and five husky policemen can't control 
him. He grows so violent and so dangerous they finally have 
to shoot him-1 mean shoot him dead .•. like, you know, 
with pistols. In the scuffle he manages to break a pair of very 
sturdy police handcuffs placed on him. Of course, he also 
broke both his wrists in the process, but he never felt it, so 
powerful was the drug. His manaical, diabolical strength terri
fied every spectator in the building. 

The ultimate experience? What person in his right mind 
would hanker after this kind of experience? 

A certain tavern advertised a new drink called "urban re
newal." The reason for the name was obvious, commented the 
bartender: "Soon after you drink it the entire neighborhood 
looks better!" Most "drunk jokes" have the same motif
alcoh_ol dulls the perception of reality and thus fouls up your 
responses ·to the outside world. This is why nearly all of the 
world's great religions have stern warnings about the abuse 
of alcohol. It is not ne~essary to have a warning against every 
specific drug under heaven; the warning against alcohol cov
ers a multitude of similar mind-altering chemicals. 

They say that John Wayne refused to take any more power
ful pain-killing drugs in the last days of his bout with cancer. 
The drugs eased the pain, true, but he was so doped up he 
couldn't talk with his family and friends. It takes ordinary, 
waking consciousness to really relate to your fellow human 
beings on this earth. I find it instructive that our Lord jesus 
Christ also refused "wine mingled with myrrh" when he was 
dying on the cross (Mk.15:23). I like to think Jesus did it so he 
could feel the full impact of the incredible pain that he had 
to suffer to purchase our redemption. 

To all you drug users-1 give you a new role-model! 
Horray for Jesus Christ and John Wayne! 
Viva Ia consciousness! 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 
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Yours Sincerely 
Because we are so accustomed to see

ing the phrase 11Yours sincerely" at the 
end of a letter followed by the writer's 
name, it seems strange to see it at the 
beginning. Even more strange is the 
origin of this word. Composed of two 
Latin words, 11Sina" and 11Cera", it literal
ly means "without wax." 

According to the noted educator, G. 
R. Bowers, this word became prominent 
during the time of the Roman Empire. 
At this time when huge stones were 
quarried and sold to construct buildings, 
a practice of filling large cracks and holes 
with wax was developed by the sellers. 
The purchaser not knowing the differ
ence would use the stones in his build
ing confidently feeling that it would last 
for many years. After a while the weather 
would wear and wash away the wax 
leaving gaping cracks and unsightly holes 
throughout the structure. Walls weak
ened by such conditions often caused 
entire buildings to come crashing to the 
ground. Such results were devastating. 

Finally, builders became wise and re
fused to accept stones unless they were 
marked "sina cera" (sincere) without 
wax. This phrase guaranteeing quality 
and genuineness was later applied to all 
things without flaw. From these terms we 
get our word "sincere" which Webster 
defines, as that state or quality of being 
true or genuine. Once builders began to 
demand this quality in the stones that 
they purchased, both beauty and dura
bility were regained in their structures. 

The understanding of the meaning of 
this word provides an excellent basis for 

lord Byron was wrong in saying-"lt 
is that still small voice within; your con
science is the oracle of God." Though 
man is the only living being with a con
science and though God did create with
in us the quality or capability of our 
developing conscience, the conscience is 
not sacred in every sense or else the 
conscience could never be wrong and 
man could be left to direct his own 
steps. 

A Christian must obey the laws of the 
land not only for fear of punishment but 
also for the sake of his conscience. Rom. 
13:5. Here is a good statement. "Strin
gent laws and powerful police forces 
never control the lives and habits of 
people. Only good consciences can." 

The danger, serious indeed, of violat
ing your conscience is that you by 
continually doing so can destroy the con
science. Read 1 Timothy 4:2 and Ephe
sians 4:19 and note that a Christian can 
sear his with a hot iron and arrive at the 
place where he has lost all sensitivity or 
is past feeling. His scruples are gone. 
No conscience left. Sad. 
Bible Fads About Your Conscience: 

You may follow your conscience and 
be wrong and be lost finally. Consider 
again Paul, Acts 23:1, how he persecuted 
and endorsed the killing of Christians. 
Recall Jesus' prayer on the cross for those 
killing him there. jesus thus said they 

CALVIN H. BOWERS 

understanding the fundamental require
ments of a Christian life. lives whose 
flaws and weaknesses have been covered 
or filled with "wax" may appear beautiful 
for a while but the tests of life will show 
the difference between the artificial and 
the real. 

"Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; 

Every man's work shall be made mani
fest: for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort 
it is. 

If any man's work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a re
ward." 1 Corinthians 3:12-14. 

The shallowness and ugliness of such 
lives will be made apparent sooner or 
later. Even worse, there is the possibility 
that once weakened by these flaws, the 
entire character structure of these per
sons will crash to the ground never to 
rise again. The devastating effects of such 
artificial life styles are high prices to pay. 

The warning of Jesus against building 
on a foundation of sand cannot be ig
nored. He indicated that to hear his word 
and do it is to build on the rock, while 
refusing to do his will is to build on the 
sand. According to this parable these 
builders had a number of things in com
mon: (1) They both were conscious of 
the need to build; (2) They invested in 
materials; (3) They involved themselves 

Conscience 
HULEN L. JACKSON 

were conscientious in doing so but no 
one would think they were right. Re
member the prayer of Stephen for the 
very ones stoning him on the spot. They 
conscientiously believed Stephen was 
sinning against God and was worthy of 
death that day. But, they were really 
wrong. Yes, there is a way that does 
seem right to man but death is at the 
end of such a conscientious way-the 
Bible says this. Follow your conscience 
yet do not believe that alone makes you 
right. Read 1 Corinthians 4:4 from NIV
''My conscience is clear but that does not 
make me innocent; it is the Lord who 
judges me." That ought to settle it. 

But, you can not violate your con
science without sinning. That is really 
what Romans 14:23 teaches. Faith is here 
used to mean conscientious approval of 
what you are about to do. And, when in 
verse 5 Paul says "let every man be fully 
pe·rsuaded in his own mind" he is but 
saying not to violate your conscience. 
Read carefully Romans 14 and 1 Corinth
ians 8 and 10-great chapters revealing 
more about man's conscience than any
where else in the Bible. If you esteem 
meat to be unclean-conscientiously can 

in work (built) by actually constructing 
houses; and (4) They produced structures 
that probably were not too different, 
based on external appearance. The major 
differences were: (1) The place each 
chose to build, the sand or rock, and 
(2) The results, one fell and the other 
stood. Those building on the sand could 
not stamp their words with "sina cera" 
sincere. 

If one would truly qualify his work he 
must be committed to Christ, John 12: 
24, Matthew 13:44-45, and extend such 
commitment to every aspect of life as 
did the Apostle Paul. He enjoyed the 
contentment and stability of life that 
comes from "knowing him." All of the 
difficult antecedents of various types of 
physical treatments were balanced for 
Paul when he -said, " .... for I know 
whom I have believed, and am per
suaded that he ~sable to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that 
day." 2 Timothy 1:12. He was content 
to be found in him, not having his own 
righteousness of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ. He con
cludes, "That I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fel
lowship of his sufferings, being made 
comformable unto his death." Phillip
ians 3:9-10. 

Paul is a good example of a life "with
out wax" and he beckons to us, "Follow 
me as I follow Christ," 1 Corinthians 
11:1. When it was time for him to go 
he was ready. 2 Timothy 4:6-8. look
ing back over his life he could say to 
God, "Yours sincerely." 

not eat it-then that makes it unclean to 
you-you can not and should not eat 
of it for that would be in violation of 
your conscience. Plainly the Bible teach
es for us to follow our conscience in 
every act remembering that our con
science might lead us astray. The dis
tinctions between 1 and 2 in this study 
are fine but Biblical. 

Never in any circumstance. by your 
actions encourage a weak brother to take 
a step which to him at that moment is 
wrong, for in doing so you can destroy 
that brother. How? By influencing him to 
violate his conscience and thus causing 
him to stumble which just might lead to 
his falling away. Christians must consider 
the conscience of every brother when in 
that brother's company. Consider again 
these chapters from Paul. If my weak 
brother-weak in that he at that point 
can not eat meat at all or meat bought in 
the market of pagan temples-is in the 
assembly where we are eating together. I 
should refrain for his sake lest my exam
ple leads him to eat in violation of h.is 
own conscience. Brethren are wrong '" 
thinking 1 should refrain just because 
someone may criticize . me. That is not 
in the least what Paul is teaching in these 
chapters and the Bible no where teaches 
such. "Offend" in the KJV means to 

(Continued on· page 11) 
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The Roots of the "Age of Accountability" Problem 
The following remarks will speak to 

us at two levels. The first section looks 
at our historical roots. The later section 
looks at the Word of God. Our history 
is the "denominational" part of us; the 
Bible is our "undenominational" part. 
History sometimes embarrasses us, for it 
exposes our "real" side-warts and all. 
The Bible encourages us, for it holds 
forth our "ideal" side. As historical peo
ple, we have one foot in "real" and one 
in the "ideal." 

We cannot pretend that our history 
does not exist, or that it has not affected 
the way we think today. And we dare 
not suppose that we can abandon the 
ideals of Scripture, for they are the only 
solid ideals we can have. Why, then, do 
we have so many questions? First, some 
possible reasons from our history. 

Some Possible Problems in our History 
Sometimes we have not tried to find 

answers. We have opposed infant bap
tism (which Reformed thinking bases on 
a detailed and specific scriptural argu
ment-however unsound it might be), 
but we have not thought through a 
positive understanding of believer's 
baptism in the light of the gospel. 

This neglect has often resulted from 
an unscriptural and unreasonable bias 
against trying to think through biblical 
teaching in an orderly fashion and relate 
one theme to another. Such thinking is 
known as "systematic theology." In the 
days of Alexander Campbell, much sys
tematic theology had degenerated to 
splitting hairs over fine points the Bible 
never mentions. Many Christians who 
used creeds abused them, by making 
them tests of fellowship or even a basis 
of salvation. 

Campbell rightly rejected such wrong 
thinking and doing, although he insisted 
that there was a proper use of both 
theology and its expression in formal 
creeds. But his descendants quickly 
threw out the baby with the bath, and 
the Capmbeii-Stone "Restoration Move
ment" has had a hard prejudice against 
"systematic theology" ever since. 

When "our" colleges first began to 
offer a degree in theology (S.T.B.) for 
preachers, therefore, they chose to call 
it "Bachelor of Sacred Knowledge" in
stead of "Theology," which the "T" 
really stood for. When the first shock 
subsided over a professional-clergy de
gree, some "brotherhood" schools 
began offering the ordinary seminary 
degree for ministers (B.D.-Bechelor of 
Divinity or M.Div.-Master of Di
vinity). This is only one illustration of 
the way our anti-theological heritage 
affects us even today. 

Since God made us rational creatures, 
our minds have not been satisfied with 
the vacuum left by rejecting systematic 
theology and the historic confessions of 
faith. We have kept thinking anyway
systematizing-reasoning-tying things 
together logically and working out the 
inferences and implications. Yet our 
"systematic theology" has been largely 
negative (in reaction to others) rather 
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than positive (based on inductive Bible 
study). 

When we have thought systematically 
about biblical doctrine, it has often been 
in terms of an over-simplified "dispen
sationalism," which Scripture never ex
plicity sets forth as a means of interpre
tation, and which tends to destroy the 
unity of Bible teaching. We have not 
generally thought in terms of God's di
vine covenant, from which inspired 
writers of both testaments frequently 
reason, and which tends to unify all of 
Scripture with Jesus at its center. 

Systematic Theology: Everybody 
Does It Sometime 

Since we professed to have "no the
ology" in this sense, but to follow only 
the plain teaching of Scripture, we have 
been embarrassed to admit that we did 
think, and so we have had to do our 
thinking in the closet. This has forced us 
to look for proof-verses to use in 
stating the results of our theologizing, 
to keep up the pretension that We really 
hadn't been doing some thinking on the 
sly. That has led in turn to still other 
familiar problems. 

Many things are just not that simple. 
God gave us minds-and he didn't spell 
everything out in black and white in 
Scripture. We need to get over our em
barrassment, to realize that every think
ing person does do a little theologizing 
from time to time. Our particular re
ligious movement, unlike Diana of the 
Ephesians, did not simply "fall down 
from heaven." 

Let us be willing to learn from others, 
therefore; to acknowledge that we are 
part of history and the Church uni
versal; to profit from godly Christian 
thinkers who have gone before. In this 
way we can take our Bibles and "test 
all things, hold fast to what is good, ab
stain from evil every time it makes an 
appearance." 

Persistent Problem Questions 
about Baptism 

One result of the factors mentioned 
above has been an understanding of 
baptism which has evolved gradually 
over the past 125 years, largely by re
action to others, and which understand
ably leaves many troublesome questions 
unanswered. We have generally found 
it very hard, for example, to relate bap
tism to the basic gospel message of 
justification by grace through faith. 

We have been emphatic and clear in 
demanding that believers be baptized. 
That is good. But we have been less than 
careful to see where those believers 
were placing their faith. That is bad we 
walk a tight rope between neglecting 
gospel baptism on one hand, and 
making an idol of it on the other. Ro
manticism fell off one side. The Reform
ers recovered their balance, but most of 
their descendants have toppled off the 
other side. The "Churches of Christ" 

have tended to go to the Roman ex
treme and now, there is a widespread 
reaction against that. Would-be re
formers within the "Churches of Christ" 
must be especially careful to be truly 
biblical at this point, otherwise they 
will simply ride the pendelum and 
complete one more cycle in history. 

When Christians' children come to 
repentance and faith, have their eyes 
opened to see Christ for themselves 
(in two senses), and to see what they 
are, viewed apart from Christ in stand
ing with our common father Adam the 
firs~, then t~ey are re.ady to profess 
the1r own fa1th, wash m baptism and 
come to the table of the Lord. 

Since faith is God's gift, we can
not produce it. The seed is growing 
slowly, Jesus warned. We should not 
dig it up every day to see how it is 
thriving. We must rather be faithful to 
fulfill own own responsibilties and sim
ply trust God to do his work. These are 
"our" children in natural generation and 
!n God's entrusting charge. Far more 
Important, we assume them to be 
Christ's, by a gift from the Father and 
the atonement Jesus wrought as their 
representative (Jno. 6:37, 39; 17:2, 24; 
Rom. 5:18, 19; Heb. 2:13). 
4 Sandra La., Athens, AL 36611 

Dead or Alive 
JOHN WADDEY 

James says that the body apart from 
the spirit is dead. One need not be a 
doctor _or mortician t<? identify a dead 
body; m a short while the marks of 
death are all too obvious. 

Jesus tells us that a church can ex
perience death as well as an individual. 
The church in Sardis had a name that 
they were alive, but Christ diagnosed 
them as dead. One reason for their death 
is specified, i.e., no works of theirs were 
perfected in God's sight. Their inertia 
and lack of action for the Master sufficed 
to defile their spiritual garments and 
blot their name out of the Book of Life. 
· Fortunately, death can often be 
av~~ed in the human body and in the 
spmtual body as well. The Christians in 
Sardis had to a) remember the teachings 
they had received in the past, b) observe 
those precepts, and c) repent of their 
sinful inaction. They were urged to be 
watchful and so must we, because 
spiritual deadness can afflict a church or 
an individual and sometimes without the 
victim even being aware of it. 

If the Lord came today and analyzed 
your present relationship with God what 
would he discover? How would he ana
lyze it? If he investigated your congrega
tion what would his assessment be? 

We must regularly examine ourselves 
(II Cor. 13:5) and we must daily renew 
our dedication to our God. Only then 
can we be classed among the living 
faithful. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 18, 1982 



A Sinner's Plea (2) 
GLENN D. PEMBERTON 

In the last article, the teaching of the first five verses of 
Psalm 51 was discussed. Noteworthy was the message David 
related about sin, its aspects, its origin, and God's relationship 
to man's sin. In the next few verses, David turns away from 
his original thoughts and begins to plead for other things. 

In verse 6 the terms 'inward being' and 'secret heart' in
dicate that David was concerned with his inner man. He 
realizes that in the most secret thoughts and desires God 
wants truth or sincerity. 

In verse 7 David asks for forgiveness; obvious is the internal 
synonymous parallelism-"Purge me with hyssop" /"Wash 
me"-The hyssop plant was correlated with the ritual of the 
passover, and in later times it was used in the cleansing of a 
leper. Here, parallel with "wash me," it denotes cleansing. The 
Hebrew word translated "wash" means literally "un-sin". 
When David says, "I shall be clean" /"1 shall be whiter than 
snow," he means that the cleansing will be thorough. 

When God makes David whiter than snow, his request in 
verse 8 will be fulfilled. David longs to hear from Nathan, 
or another prophet, that God has forgiven him, or as he says 
in verse 9, to hear that God has hidden His face from his sins. 
Usually "to hide one's face" means to withdraw favor, but 
here it is applied to the plea that God would overlook the 
psalmist's sin. 

The first word in verse 10, "create", proves that man cannot 
save himself. This word is the same Hebrew word used in 
Genesis 1:1 which says God created from nothing. Here it 
means the same thing. God creates a clean heart from noth
ing, not from anything that the psalmist has. Thus, one realizes 
that God alone, by his grace, must save man, that is, create 
within him a new heart. Then in verse 11 David is pleading 
that God not take his holy Spirit from him because of his sin. 
This verse teaches the possibility of falling from God's grace 
which saves man. 

The meaning of the phrase "Thy holy Spirit" presents a 
problem. A. A. Anderson has described this problem well. He 
says, "thy holy Spirit is an unusual expression in the Old Testa
ment, and it is found elsewhere only in Isaiah 63:10,11. It is 
often argued that since the psalmist was in permanent posses
sion of the spirit of Yahweh, he must have been the king who 
was the only official in Israel who enjoyed this privelege. This 
is possible, but on the other hand, thy holy Spirit may be 
simply another term for the personal presence of Yahweh, 
as in Isaiah 63:10-14 ... "The latter view of Anderson seems 
to be more correct, although David was indeed the king. 
Internal synonymous parallellism indicates that "thy presence" 
and "thy holy Spirit" are parallel statements meaning the same 
thing. 

David again pleads that God take action upon his sin (v. 14), 
this time he asks God, "deliver me from bloodguiltiness." 
That David was bloodguilty indicates that he deserved the 
death penalty. He pleads that he be rescued from the power 
and punishment of these sins. Verse 15 is somewhat parallel 
to this verse, and may be explained by parallelism. "Open my 
lips" is parallel to "deliver me from bloodguiltiness," and 
these two petitions make the request complete. Rescue me 
from my sin and in doing so you will open my lips to praise 
you. 

In order to get clarity of meaning, the final four verses must 
be studied together. Some scholars believe that these verses 
advocate the total abandonment of sacrifices, but this is not 
the case. After reading verse 15 one realizes something is 
wrong with the sacrifices, because God is not pleased. Verse 
16 claims that the pleasing sacrifices are a broken and contrite 
heart. Then in verses 18-19 David says that God will be 
pleased with "sacrifices of righteousness." This means that 
God does not take pleasure in sacrifices which do not come 
from a broken and contrite heart. Second, this teaches that 
the condition of the heart is very important; this means more 
to God than the amount and value of one's sacrifices. Yet, 
verses 18-19 show that He still wants sacrifices which issue 
from a broken and contrite heart. 

The message of this Psalm deals with the sinner. God de
sires the sinner to act in the same way as David has acted. 
He has felt a deep conviction of sin, realizing its power to 
separate man from God. But he has repented of his ways, as 
indicated by his desire to have a clean heart and a right spirit. 
To this conviction and repentance, God grants forgiveness, a 
total cleansing of sins. Finally, the sinner, now forgiven by 
God, reacts in the most natural way-he praises God. 

In this Psalm David also shows the importance of the heart. 
Indeed, the only true relationship with the Father is one which 
issues from the inner man. 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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The Faithlessness of the "Faithful"' 
When God called Moses to lead Israel, 

he found a very reluctant leader. Some 
of the explanations Moses offered were 
easily shown up for what they were: 
alibis by one who did not want to go. 
However, one of Moses' responses did 
carry substantial force for it pointed, not 
to his own weaknesses, but to the prob
lems of the appointed task itself. 

Moses made his most convincing point 
when he pointed out that since the sons 
of Israel had not listened to him, what 
reason was there to expect that Pharaoh 
would (Ex. 6:12)? 

Indeed, Moses was to find this an ever 
present burden. Earlier, he had been able 
to overpower an Egyptian in the interest 
of justice, but he could not overpower 
the Israelite mind which had come to 
prefer the relative safety of Egypt to the 
dangers of freedom; that is to say the 
dangers which seemed threatening to 
the unbelieving mind. 

In the wilderness, Moses found him
self with the same problem; the problem 
being that with God's power, he could 
command the sea to open, rocks to give 
forth water and manna to come from 
heaven, and yet he could never produce 
in Israel a steadfast heart. 

Despite this, Moses did show that it 
was possible for a single individual who 
trusts in God to make a great impact on 
the world, even on unbelieving minds. 
However, we must wonder what he 
could have accomplished if he had been 
supported by believing Israelites. 

It is comforting to read that on the 
day of Pentecost, when Peter stood up 
to preach, he did not have to stand 

There are no shortcuts to becoming a 
man of God. There are no pills you can 
take to help you qualify as an elder over
night. The qualifications that are set 
forth in I Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1 :S-9 tells 
us that a spiritual leader must be a ma
ture man of God. He must not be a 
1/novice", a new convert; he must be 
matured in the faith, in his own life, his 
mind and emotions. 

Now, if the above is true, and it takes 
some time for anyone to meet these 
qualifications, then when should the de
sire begin? The inspired writer begins his 
thoughts on this subject by saying: 11This 
is a true saying, if a man desires the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good 
work." 

If you waited too long, there would 
probably be several of these qualities 
you would not profess in your life. Sup
pose a young boy grows up, out of 
Christ, into adulthood. He meets and 
m~rries a young lady and they have three 
ch1ldren who grow up with no spiritual 
or deeply set moral virtues. Then some
one takes interest in them, converting 
them to Christ. They then try to reach 
their children who have left home and 
are making their own home now. With 
much concern, prayer and tears, efforts 
are made though to no avail. You see, 
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alone. Persecution only increased the 
steadfastness of the believers and we 
soon hear of the disciples that 11they 
were of one mind." It is no wonder 
that we hear that in a few years time, 
they had turned the world upside down 
(Acts 17:6). 

Unbelief did eventually conquer the 
church but from time to time, we ob
serve those who do indeed believe the 
Gospel. Further, it seems that often they 
must preach to a lost world when their 
brethren do not believe enough to send 
them. Surely, it is a tragedy when one 
who wants to preach to a dying world 
cannot go because his brethren do not 
believe. We can understand why they 
often turn in despair from the conviction 
that if the brethren do not believe, how 
could they expect the nonbelieving 
world to believe. 

Encouragement should come, how
ever, from the example of Moses who 
successfully Jed Israel even though it 
was more like pulling a dead weight. 

In addition to the sorrow we may 
cause for those who desire to go, con
sider also the effect that the example of 
indifference may set for those who are 
seeking. jean Paul Sartre, who was prob
ably the most famous atheist of the 
twentieth century, was raised by grand
parents who were at least nominal be
lievers. Sartre relates that he early be
came an atheist, not from persuasive 
arguments, but instead by the indiffer
ence of those who raised him. He rea
soned that if the faith of his grandparents 

"If a Man Desire . . . 
, 

KEITH MARSHALL 

this couple became mature Christians 
quickly by study and participation in the 
congregation; they still waited too long 
to qualify in this particular area: 110ne 
that ruleth well his own house, having 
his children in subjection with all gravi
ty; (for if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care 
of the church of God?" 
. So, when should a man begin to de

Sire the good work of being an elder in 
a congregation of the Lord? Evidently 
~e cannot begin in the late part of his 
life. Most of all of these qualities are 
based on the results of a lifetime effort. 
There is no other way of viewing these 
qualities, except in degrees. These quali
ties with the . exception of marriage, 
home and family, should be manifested 
in every Christian life. They should be a 
!"'atura~ r~sult of on«: who is producing 
m the1r lives the fru1t of the spirit. The 
man Paul is describing to Timothy and 
Titus is to be one that possesses these 
qualities in greater degrees than the rest 
in their midst. 
. So, when should a man begin to de

Sire the works of an elder? Evidently he 
must begin having such a desire very 

early in his Christian life. We must start 

made no difference in life then one 
cou~d live just as well witho~t God. The 
obv1ous conclusion was that if belief in 
God made no difference in life there 
was no reason to believe. In fact' it was 
~mpossibl.e for the(oung child to 'believe 
m the ex1stence o a God who made no 
difference in life. 

Consider also the claim of Bertrand 
Russell, another famous twentieth cen
tury atheist. Although Russell offered a 
number of explanations for his disbelief 
his real case against Christianity cam~ 
down to the fact that many who have 
called themselves Christians do not be
have as Christians. 

After considering the telelogical argu
ment for the existence of God Russell 
asked, 11Do y~u think that, if y~u were 
granted ommpotence and omniscience 
and millions of years in which to perfect 
your world, you could produce nothing 
better than the Ku Klux Klan or the 
Fa.scists?" It is a great tragedy that many 
cnmes have been committed by people 
who claimed to follow Christ. Such be
havior provides a great stumblingblock
not only for those who are looking for an 
excuse, but also for those who sincerely 
expect believers to reflect their belief 
in life. 

Faithless Christians can do more to 
neutralize the work of people like Moses 
than Satan and all his powers. Neverthe
less, we can be as confident in leading 
others to Christ as was Philip who told 
his doubting brother Nathanael, "come 
and see." 
Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

young men to thinking in this direction. 
They must come to realize that these 
qualities are necessary to become a man 
of God and a leader in spiritual matters. 
In our training classes for young men 
we should push this through. We ought 
to take young adults through these qual
ities and really challenge them to begin 
to ~evel.op these qualities in their lives. 
The1r w1ves should be involved in this, 
also. It would be hoped that these things 
would plant the seed of desire in their 
minds. 

qne.more thing about how to develop 
des1re m younger men. Peter reminds us 
that elders ought to be an example to 
those they shepherd. Again, the Hebrew 
writer said of such leaders: 11Whose faith 
follow, consider the end of their conver
sation." Yes, the present elders have a 
l<;>t to do in inspiring young men to de
Sire the work of an elder. 

I desire to be an elder. When did this 
desire .start? It started back in my young 
adult life, though I had started preaching 
then. My father was an elder and a cou
sin by marriage was one in the same 
congregation. Two other men, that 1 
remembered as spiritual minded men 
made up that group of elders in that 
congregation. I have watched this con-

(Continued on page 11) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 18, 1987. 



Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

The importance of teaching the Bible in all its richness and 
fullness is indicated in this week's article by 'Bro. Stephen 
Eckstein, Jr. of Portales, New Mexico. An article like this needs 
not much comment. Reading it is enough. Leonard Mullens, 
P.O. Box 828,.Salado, Texas 76571. 

Wanted: Godly Families 
STEPHEN ECKSTEIN, JR. 

During the 40 years wandering of Israel, a new nation was 
born. Only joshua and Caleb remained of the men over 20. 
As all the new family units forged during the wilderness ex
perience prepared to enter Canaan, God spoke through 
Moses. His message was designed to equip Israel with the 
power to be and remain the people of God. They must be 
fitted as the agent for the ultimate fulfillment of the promise 
of the Messiah. In Deut. 6:1-3, Moses said, "These are the 
commands, the statutes, the ordinances which Jehovah your 
God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them 
in the land to which you are going over, to possess it; that 
you may fear Jehovah your God, you and your son and your 
son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments 
which I command you, all the days of your life; and that you; 
days may be prolonged. Hear, therefore, 0 Israel, and be 
careful to do them; that it may go well with you, and that you 
may mul~iply greatly, as jehovah the God of your fathers, 
has ~rom1sed you, in a land flowing with milk and honey." 

W1th these words ringing in their ears, the great command
ment was given. Note its profound nature: "Hear, 0 Israel; 
Jehovah our God is one Jehovah; and you shall love Jehovah 
your God with: 

1. All YOUR HEART-every wish, want or desire should be 
centered in God. 

2. All YOUR SOUL-the total being ,the you, should focus 
on God alone. 

3. All YOUR MIGHT-the abilities of the being to carry 
out the wants and wishes of God should be exercised, demon
strated. This command was designed to make possible the en
joyment of a little bit of heaven on earth. Paul said it well in 
I Cor 15:28-"that God may be everything to everyone." This 
will be true after Christ has delivered the kingdom to God. 
Thus, why not have every family make God absolute monarch 
NOW? 

To enable this to become a reality, Jehovah told Moses how 
to bring it about. "These words which I command you this 
day shall be upon your heart (Deut 6:6)." The method to be 
used was to "teach them diligently" to your children. This 
phrase comes from a Hebrew word which means "to sharp
en," "to make sharp." The concept is best described perhaps 
by the honing of a strait razor back and forth on a razor strap 
hundreds and thousands of times. This impressed on Israel 
the urgency and importance of constant repeated teaching of 
children. 

jehovah also said this diligent teaching should be: 
1. IN All PLACES-in the house, outside the house, on the 

road, anywhere, everywhere. 
2. AT All TIMES-in the morning, during the day, at night, 

anytime. 
3. AUGMENTED BY CONSTANT REMINDERS-the com

mands were to be bound as frontlets (phylacyeries) on the 

arms, the foreheads, on door posts, on the gates, everywhere. 
Thus they were seen throughout the day. 

The family that discussed in all places at all times the com
mands of God augmented by the constant visible reminders 
would be a totally God centered family. This would make it 
clear to each Israelite that God alone was important. 

The Home of Jesus 
Jesus was reared in a home where this was practiced. He 

imbibed the word of God. It was His constant guide. Study the 
119th Psalm. ''Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path." The reason Jesus did not sin was because He 
had "laid up thy word in my heart that I might not sin against 
thee." When Satan tempted Him in the wilderness Jesus 
thwarted the tempter with "It is written, man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word which proceeds out of the 
mouth of Jehovah." 

Our Family 
I do not remember the food I ate or the clothes I wore, 

but I do remember the heritage that cannot be taken away. 
The Bible and its teaching were the· center of our home life. 
Over the year Bible stories and discussion of the Word were 
common in our home. As children, we played church often 
in the Garage. My brother Paul would say, "And God said, 
and God said." My brother John would pass the contribution 
plate and I would lead the singing. One time my father came 
into the house, got down on the floor, opened the Bible and 
began to teach a Jew the Word of God. When I went to bed, 
they were still at it. I don't recall what was said but it made a 
strong impression on me. 

Today, I phone my beloved mother each Saturday. We talk 
about the Bible. Even though she has failing eyesight and 
can't give chapter and verse, whenever I start talking about a 
passage of scripture that has meaning to me, she completes 
the passage before I can. What a precious heritage! What a 
priceless treasure! 

My Family 
As my four children were growing up, I don't recall what 

they wore unless I have a picture for reference. However, I 
vividly remember how they always wanted Bible stories told 
before they went to bed. And then as the story was com
pleted, I can still hear those precious words, "Daddy, tell it 
again." And I told them over and over for years. Sometimes 
I would make a mistake and would be corrected by one of 
my children. Once I was so tired I went to sleep telling a story 
and was awakened by them to "finish it." 

Grandchildren 
In July, 1980, my first granddaughter, 21 months old, came 

to visit us. When we sat down at the table to eat, I said, 
"Chrissy, what song do you want to sing?" She replied, 
"Jesus," We all sang "Jesus loves. Me." I watched carefully 
and noticed she sang nearly all the song. A few days later, 
I told her the story of baby Moses while she was getting ready 
to take a nap. later, she told the story with a remarkable 
number of details. Her sharp little mind had retained an amaz
ing amount of knowledge from telling the story. 

Now at 29 months, she sings right along on many songs 
when we go to encourage the shut-ins each Wednesday eve
ning before Bible study. We are thrilled and inspired by her 
pronunciation of "Elisha, Zacchaeus, etc." How rapidly she 
learns the Bible stories. What a privilege! What a responsi
bility! What an awesome opportunity! 

Give your children a heritage that no one can take away 
from them. Feed them on the Word of God. They will thank 

(Continued on page 11) 
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H.G.S. HOSTS CHURCH 
PLANTING WORKSHOP 

There will be a workshop on Church 
Planting at the Hard ing Graduate Schoo l 
of Religion, 1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, 
Tennessee, 38117, on june 10-11, 1982. 
The Workshop aims at stimulating mis
sion committee personnel, elders, pros
pective church p lanters, and other in
terested partie's w ith respect to domestic 
mission work. 

Speakers are Harold Hazelip, Mac 
Lynn, Harold Shank, Howard Norton, 
Philip Slate, Earl Edwards, David Morris, 
Glendo! Grimes, Bi lly Hubbard, and jack 
Lewis. 

---{)---

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In o. llst of new subscrlp· 
lio n s to th e Firm Foundation, please be 
~ure each ho.s the proper Zip Code number 
a ft e r the cit y and state. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
l earn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualify to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange· 
lism, a t Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

Available fo r Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at th e Low Price of 

S1J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year 's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plas tic - As Attractive as 
Glass- Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

10 [3 14] 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS DO WE QUALIFY ? 

for 
Please RUSH free information. 
. .. we need funds to build 1 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 

( 1 OO% underwriting ... >. Name 

... we buy the bonds) c: 
0 

WRITE • < Address 
vi 
j 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS. I NC. C il y State Z i p 

5408 Bell · P.O. Box 7648 ro 
Amarillo , Texas 79109·0648 ::E Individual's funcllon In congrcgn rlo n 

(806) 352·5603 '0 
c: 
!0 

"Church fina n c ing c. Name o r congrcg<~ t lon 

i s our business" Q Ph. Nos. 

DIRECTIONS for Graduates! 

DIRECTIONS. A Gift Book for Graduates-by LeRoy 
Koopman. $4.95. (New!) 
GOOD MORNING, LORD- MEDITATIONS FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS. By Leland C. May. Problems 
and concerns of today's college students. S3.95 
(NEW). 
YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE. By Don Mallough. 
S3.95 paper. (New)! Encouragement and analysis of 
lhe disciplined life. 
AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED. Gurdelines for High 
School Graduates-by L.O. Caldwell. S3.95. 
ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED. Guidelines for Col· 
lege Graduates- by L.O. Caldwell. S3.95. 
HI I'M ANN I By Ann Kiemel. $1.75 paper. 
GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS. ByWm. 
Krutza. $3.95. 

At graduation time, a book 
Is a gift and a guide. 

SO NOW YOU 'RE A GRADUATE! By Wm. Krutza. 
S3.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES. By Rhoda Lapp. 
$4.95. 
MY GRAD.UATION YEAR. By Robert J. Martin. 
$11.95. 
WISE WORDS TO GRADUATES. By Robert J. 
Martin. S1.25. 
CHALKDUST. Elspelh C. Murphy. S4.95. 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! By Daniel 
Seagren. S.95. 
DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS. By Nelle Vander 
Ark. $4.95. 

GOOD MORNING, LORD Series: 
DEVOTIONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS. By L.O. 
Caldwell. S3.95. 
MEDITATIONS FOR TEACHERS. By Don Marnprize. 
$3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. S3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. By Paul Martin. 
S3.95. 
MORE DEVOTIONS FOR TEENS. By Paul Martin. 
S3.95. 
DEVOTIONS FOR ATHLETES. By Leroy Panerson. 
$3.95. 
PRAYERS & PROMISES FOR TEENS. By Margaret 
Shiner. S3.95. 

Clip and mail today! 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send ______ copies of 

at $- ·-- , plus $1.00 postage and handling. Texas resi
dents please add 5% sales tax. 
Name ___________________________________________ __ 

Address _____________ _ _ _____ _ 

City _ ___________ State ______ .Zip _ ____ _ 

r 
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CONSCIENCE 
(Continued from page 5) 

cause to stumble. The critic may not be 
influenced at all by my act for which he 
criticizes me. You can't refuse to act 
many times in life just because of criti
cism from another. Paul's principle is not 
whether the weak brother may criticize 
me but whether he might be led to vio
late his conscience in eating what to him 
is wrong. We truly need to make this 
vital distinction. The hypercritic is in 
every church and generally should be 
ignored but, sadly so, he has blocked 
many great works and projects by criti
cizing. Paul knew that to eat meat or 
not to eat meat was not sinful but for 
the sake of the weak brother's "con
science" he under some circumstances 
would not eat meat as long as the world 
stands. Influence is what the apostle is 
considering and not the opportunity for 
another to criticize me. 

---o~---

111f A MAN DESIRE ••• " 
(Continued from page 8) 

gregation grow, in every way, over the 
years and under their leadership. I be
lieve that these men instilled in me a 
desire to one day become an elder in a 
congregation of my lord's. I started early 
to set my life on the course of develop
ing these qualities in my life. I wanted 
my wife and children to see these quali
ties in me and develop them in their 
own lives. 

So, when should a man desire to the 
work of service by being an elder? Now! 
Box 573, levelland, Tx. 79336 

WANTED: GODLY FAMILIES 
(Continued from page 9) 

and bless you a thousand times for it in 
years to come. Practice Deuteronomy 
6:4-9. Every family can do it and bless 
themselves and every other family they 
contact. May it be so for the edification 
and ultimate salvation of each child, 
each parent and the glory of God. Amen. 
Box 2004, Portales, N.M. 88130 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERATURE DEGREE 

1\Jition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 

f.:.?\ 
~ 

spedftc areas of instruction. 

Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~outbtasttrn }Biblical 3Jnstitute 
.3545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia .30.340/404-458-7631/E. Dale McDaniel. Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7716 

Southwestern 
Singing School 

June 13 - 18, 1982 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

1. Let each ..uice greet the dawn with song; 

• 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 

Training in 
Song Leading 

(817) 267-1016 
Complete Cost: 

$95.00 
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FRANK TRAYLOR 

FRANK TRAYLOR, we ll-known and be
loved gospel preacher for fifty years, 
departed this life on April 14, 1982 in 
Temple, Texas. 

He was born in Belton, Texas, on May 
7, 1913. He and Miss Eve lyn Terry were 
united in marriage on june 27, 1936. 

Brother Trayler received his B.A. De
gree from Abilene Christian University 
in 1936 and his M .A. Degree from Pep
perdine University in 1967. 

His preaching began in Vernon, Texas 
in Feb ruary of 1932. Many of his brethren 
recently honored him with a special cele
bration for .his fifty years of gospel 
preaching. This occasion of honor was 
in George West, Texas, where his last 
local ministry was ful filled. 

Frank and Evelyn Trayler had just 
moved to Chi lton, Texas. During the 
move he suffered a stroke and passed 
away a few days later in a hospital in 
Temple. 

Included among the local congrega
tions he served are: Central, Sacramen
to, Cal i f., San Pedro, Cal if., and Edin
burg, Texas. Thirty-two of these fifty 
years were spent in the Sacramento area. 

Brother Trayler se rved thirteen years 
as Chaplain in the U.S. Army and U.S. 
Air Force. 

His dedication to the Cause of Christ 
included missionary labors in Germany, 
the Philippines and Caracas, Venezuela. 
There he also was a Bible Teacher in the 
Pan American College Bible Chair. 

In addition to his w ife, Evelyn, who 
now resides in Chi lton, Texas, his im
mediate survivors incl ude one son, 
David, also of Chilton; one daughter, 
Mrs. Morris (Dorcas) Yates of Visalia, 
Cali f.; nine grandchildren and fou r great
grandchildren. 

Commemorative tribute was paid by 
this writer in hi s fun eral service at Con
nally-Compton West Chapel in Waco, 
Texas, on April 16, and burial was in 
Waco Memorial Park. 
Trine Starnes, P.O. Box 602, 
Waco, Texas 76703. 

Carl & Smitty 

Go With BrecheenjFaulkner 

British Isles Tour, August 5, '82 

Holy Land, August, 1983 

Couples, families, singles all ages 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi
lene, Texas 79699 

Send for Brochure 
Pau l & Gladys 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Avai.lable 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817 /535·1801 
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VALLEY FORGE ENCAMPMENT 
PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 

The seventh annual Valley Forge Fami
ly Encampment will feature an inspira
tional lecture series centered around the 
theme 11Christ in You, the Hope of 
Glory." To be held on the campus of 
Northeastern Christian Junior College, 
Villanoca, Pa., June 28-July 2, the en
campment includes classes and activities 
for all ages, tours, recreation and Chris
tian fellowship. 

The Encampment is hosted by the King 
of Prussia Church of Christ, and Wil 
Goodheer, former minister of the con
gregation, is director of the encampment. 

The encampment will begin Monday 
evening with a "dinner-on-the-grounds" 
followed by the keynote address by 
Reuel Lemmons of Austin, Tex. 

The daily program will begin with a 
devotional at 7:15 a.m. followed by a 
schedule of classes and lectures until 
noon. 

Afternoons will be reserved for guided 
tours to historical and cultural sites in 
the greater Philadelphia area. Evening 
programs will include lectures and spe
cial periods of fellowship. 

Featured speakers include Steve and 
Emily Lemley from lubbock, Tex., Norvel 
and Helen Young of los Angeles, Calif., 
Elza Huffard, Bridgeport, Pa., larry and 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

CcJI i fon 1 ia Church Mergers 
cl!Hi Incorporations 

Byron D. Grovc·s. Attorn~y 

601 N. Parkcent~r. Suite 101. 
santa Ana. CA 92705 

(714) 541-5369 
11 Years Experience 

' ~ 
COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supp1y at 
all times. Price: Large carton, eoch, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Elaine Van Steenberg, Nashville, Tenn., 
Elijah Anthony, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
larry Roberts, President of Northeastern 
Christian junior College. 

For a brochure and registration packet 
write the King of Prussia Church of 
Christ, 590 W. Valley Forge Rd., King of 
Prussia, PA 19406. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits 11What" and 11How" T 0 Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1981 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 available at $10.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

YELLOWSTONE GRAND TETON 

FAMILY WEEK 

August 8-12, 1982 (Sunday-Thursday) 

This Years Theme "The Bible Yes or No" 

Five days of Christian fellowship and recreation, at Colter Bay 
Village in the beautiful Grand Teton National Park. Classes 
for all ages mornings and evenings. Afternoons are free to 
explore the National Parks. 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: Reuel Lemmons, Roy H. Lanier Jr., 
Norman Gibson, Maxie Boren, V. P. Black, Hugo McCord, 
and others. 

CALL OR WRITE FOR INFORMATION 

James 0. Rich, Director 
1230 W. Second St. 
Meridian, I D. 83642 

Definite Reservations should be made as early as possible. 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE 
FUNFOUNDED PLAN OF GOD. Donald 
Hunt. Coll ege Press. 516 p. $13.50 

Here is a systematic study of the de
velopment-on time, and according to 
purpose-of God's plan for the ages. 
There is a lot of help here for the serious 
~ible student. The Bible is not simp ly a 
series of tales w i th good moral lessons; 
it is the revelation of God's plan and for 
our purpose in it. An excellent book for 
any library. 

DECLARING GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
john Waddy. Choate. 247 p. $6 

A book of extended sermon outlines, 
under a dozen headings, such as Bap
tism, th e Church, The place of Good 
works, Moral evils, The Value of Li fe, 
etc. Under these headings general head
ings are outlines on subjects seldom 
dealt with in pulpit sermons. There is a 
need for more preach ing in the area of 
these themes. 

EVOLUTION IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIP
TURE, SCIENCE AND SENSE. Basi l Over
ton, Choate. 163 p. $6 

There is no more controversial argu
ment than the one regard ing origins. 
Human ism teaches that man began at 
the bottom and evolved; the Bible 
teaches that man began at the top and 
fe ll . Both can't be right. A ll people need 
a good handbook on how to make sense 
out of all the evidence presented. Over
ton is a qual ified writer in the field 
who lays it out so that a scient ist or a 
chi ld can understand it. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE 
COVENANT. Mont Smith. College Press. 
472 p. $13.50 

To this reviewer there is no more im
portant subject than THE COVENANT. 
And th ere is perhaps less understanding 
of the subject than most. The Bible is 
not the covenant. The Bible tells us 
about the covenant. The covenant is a 
contract between God and Man, em
bracing the entire width and height and 
depth of God's scheme of redemption. 
This is an excellent study of the theme. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET-
THE CHURCH AND ITS ELDERS. ). B. 
Myers. Star. $2 

A thorough study of the eldership, di
vided into 13 lessons. Especially en
lightening is the author's research into 
the position of elders in Israel in O.T. 
times, and the background for elders as 
they are found in the N.T. church. A 
good study book. Every adult class 
should go through it. 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All b ooks reviewed h ero may be purchased from 
tho Flrm Foundation Publishing H ouse. P lease add 
$1.00 for pos tngo nnd h andlinA' on orders of $10.00 
or J""s; IOo/o on orders over $ 10.00. 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST ? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A . AppToved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- F'or furither 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

Summer Schedule At 
Iron Springs 

Christian Camp 
June 6-ll SINGING CAMP with B. E. Stevens 

(male & female-ages 3rd. grade-adults) 
June 13-18 3rd. thru 6th. grade camp

Sam Billingsly, Director 
June 20-26 4th. thru 12th. grade camp

David Roper, Director 
June 27-July 2 DEVELOPING LEADERSFIP 

for boys 13-1 9-Wyatt Sawyer, Director 
July 4-8 2nd. & 3rd. grade special beginners 

(4 days) 
Joe Blakeney, Director (special tuition) 

July 11-16 6th. thru 9th. grade camp
Scott Talley, Director 

July 18-23 3rd. thru 6th. grade camp
Jack Murry, Director 

July 25-30 9th. thru 12th. grade
Charles Dailey, Director 

Aug. 1-6 6th. thru 8th. grade
Gene Dewveall, Director 

Aug. 8-13 3rd. thru 6th. grade
Scott Talley, Director 

IRON SPRINGS-A PLACE SET APART 
FOR YEAR AROUND ENRICHMENT 

For information about summer camp or 
week end retreats contact 

Joe Blakeney, Rt. 2, Box l48K, Whitney, Texas 76692 or 
call 817 694-2719 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 18, 1982 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekintr preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt:lism-Miasions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLORADO ~~8 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
456 So. Youngfte1d Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATIENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door' 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CHATHA.ltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southetn 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2'01-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA.- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska, Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DabllD Rond 

Plea•aidoD, Callfoi'Dita 94508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII;. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 

37922. ----=-=-:::--:,-:-:-=c:-::==---=-=-=-=====-=-----
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12th and Hoonr Streets 

Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 
6:00 P.M. 

Ministers: Lewis Frisby, '114-622-2586: 
Paul Harper, 4'13-8228. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. EvanJrellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St •• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. Morgan Ave., 
U.S. 480 East Oppo111te K-Itlnrt. Office 4'1'1· 
5271. Doltb)" Wnde, Min, 470-4058, 
Rristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pny ancl bene
fits. If interested, rontnct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dirertor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rn II 707 I 448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SUN CITY, CALIFORNIA-Vnlley Church of 
Cb1'111t. Come visit us. Phone 714-679-1010. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NV, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 

Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word in the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation self
sufficient. Send resume and names of three references 
to Church of Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: William Nichols. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 
PREACHER NEEDED with minimum S years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching available June 1st, 1982. Served last ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per
sonal worker while working in the secular field. Refer
ences furnished upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membership. Call 1-SOS 
869-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvia) Willingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
Want to give away two buses. Both 1969 Chevrolet 
54 passenger. 1 in good condition, the other needs a 
short block. Available free to needy church, but must 
take both. Call West University Church of Christ, 3507 
Bissonet, Houston, Tx. at 713-666-3535. 
CAMPUS MINISTER NEEDED: Need a director for the 
Bible Chair program at Southwestern Oklahoma State' 
University. Program is well established. The director 
teaches credit courses on the campus and directs 
the activities at the Bible chair student center. Full-time 
position. Prefer married man with master's degree. Send 
resume to The Elders, Church of Christ, Box 514, 
Weatherford, Okla. 73096. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-5105. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND F.OOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Washington, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLEl Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230: 376-7795; 376-5706. 
VUl\IA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
FOR SALE: Complete Bible Call equipment and library. 
Contact 9th & Columbia Church of Christ, Plainview, 
Texas 79072 and make us an offer. 806-293-2616. 
Preacher's Homiletic Commantary, 31 Vols., 20,000 
pages of preaching helps. One year old. $140.00 post
paid. R. C. Archer, 620 Red River Dr., Lewisville, TX 
75067. 

WANTED: Mature preacher, sound In doctrine for a 
small (120) congregation in Northeast Arkansas. Three 
bedroom house and salary. Contact: Elders, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 581, Paris, AR 72855. -
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), Jess than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 ni,ht, Call 615/523-0SS9 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
3';~tf6• ohn Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

WANTED: Evangelistically-minded youth minister to 
work with approximately SO junior high and high 
school people. Additional experience in areas such as 
education and personal work would be .most helpful. 
Send resume to Jack Harris, c/o Brooks Avenue church 
of Christ, 700 Brooks Avenue, Raleigh, N.C. 27607. 
Wanted: CONGREGATIONS INTERESTED IN SUPPORT
ING U.S. MISSION AREA. The church of Christ in 
Brattleboro, Vermont needs support for obtaining a 
full time minister. The congregation is 25 in attendance 
and can provide a home and utilities. For a history 
of the work and goals write to: church of Christ, 75 
Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vt. 05301. 
MINISTER WANTED: Small, mission congregation on 
Long Island needs experienced preacher. Should be 
married, experienced in counseling, and with strong 
evangelistic out-look. Home and partial salary available. 
Send resume to: Patchogue Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
548, Patchogue, NY 11772. 
WANTED PREACHER for northern Illinois church. Send 
resume to George Graves, 1114 Allen St., Belvidere, IL 
61008 or call 815-547-7333 after 6 pm. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congrl!gation of 500 members. Anitcipate 
filling this position in Summer months, but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature1 and be able to provide 
good references. Please sena resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 4985S or ph. 
906-226-231 o. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm FoaDdatloa 
trlea to •creeD ndvertl•lng, oud will Dot 
kDowlngly take qaestloDable advertising. 
Oat It Ia the reader's re•poD•IbiUty to In• 
ve•tlgate. Like aD7 other paper, we some
time• nuwlttlngl)" 1'UD aD anworth7 nd. 
u the old sn71Dg ~roes, before 7011 lnve•t. 
lnve•tiKGtel 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop
Ies ncn accepted. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT 

WISDOM LITERATURE 

THE 
OLD TEST AMENT 

JOB, PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES 

SONG OF SOLOMON -
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TONY LUPINACCI (FOREGROUND), DIRECTOR OF CAMP 
SHILOH in Woodbridge, N.Y. , is surrounded by Philadelphia 
children who attend weekly Bible classes he organizes as part 
o f the Camp Shiloh Year-Ro und Program. In the back a re 
three Northeaste rn Christian junior College students, Todd 
Catteau, Caro l Mastro battista, and Art Cybul, w ho ass ist with 
the program, and Mrs. Mildred Todd, who hosts one o f the 
classes in her home. 
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Hope in the Rockies 

The Rocky Mountain Evangelism Seminar was con
cluded recently in Estes Park, Colorado. It was another 
unbelievab le experience. Just under 3,000 Christians 
were in attendance. They came from almost a hundred 
college campuses located in more than half of the states 
and from a number of foreign countries. Eighty five to 
ninety percent of them were first generation Christians 
w ithout parenta l upbringing in the church. 

The seminar is sponsored each year by the church in 
Boulder, Colorado. Kenneth Reed, for many years min
ister of the Univers ity church in Tusca loosa, Alabama, 
is the preacher for the Boulder church, which is fast 
becoming one of the largest in the state w ith more than 
a hundred baptized each year. Tom Brown serves as 
Campus minister for the church on the campus of the 
University of Co lorado. He was responsib le fo r the nuts 
and bolts of the three day program and had a big hand 
in turning out the great crowd of co llege and university 
students. The elders of the Boulder church were present 
for the entire seminar and p layed a prominent part in 
making it the success that it was. 

It was a real joy to have a part on the program and 
to absorb some of the enthusiasm of these college 
young people. They did us more good than we did 
them. Their bouyant sp irit and great fa ith is like a breath 
of fresh air. They are teaching and baptizing and teach
ing constantly. They are starting churches and going as 
mi ss ionaries, and liberally supporting good causes all 
the time. 

The sprawling facilities of the multi-thousand acre 
Y.M.C.A. camp were taxed to the limit to accommodate 
the crowds that attended. The seminar has grown every 
year since i ts beginning. 

Inspirational speakers like Jerry Jones of Harding, 
Marvin Ph illips of Tu lsa, Richard Rogers of Lubbock and 
Kip McKeen of Boston kept the audience w rapped in 
attention. We believe we would be safe in saying that 
we heard more Bible quoted durin g the three days than 
we have heard in an equal length of time. Practicall y 
every attender carried his Bible w ith him and one could 
continually hear the rustling of pages as they t urned to 
the passages quoted by the speakers. It was a non
nonsense seminar. These people were in dead earnest. 
They came to Estes Park for three days to study rather 
than to p lay. 

One thing that impressed us was the ca li bre of the 
students who were there. They were independent 
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thinkers. It would be downright si lly to say that some
one cou ld brainwash them. They were questioning and 
inquiring continually. They took nothing for granted
not even their own faith. Most of them had come out of 
a heathen world that believed nothing and questioned 
everything. They know how to puncture a phariseeistic 
balloon. Their questions were penetrating. They wanted 
answers. And when they get them their faith is solid. 

We are persuaded that one of our universa l problems 
lies in the fact that many Christians-even a lot o f 
elders-are suspicious of anyone who asks questions. 
We do not know how to deal with the penetrating at
titude of the 80's. If someone challenges anything, all 
we know to do is mark him and i f he keeps on asking 
questions withdraw from him. It is much easier,. even if 
it is a cop-out, to dismiss him than to confront h1s ques
tions and answer them. 

Personally, we like the atmosphere of challenge. If 
our faith or our practice w ill not stand up, the sooner 
we find it out the better. If it will stand up, the sooner 
they find it out the better. Most of those ~resent .had 
come to Christ through this process. And, 1f the kmg
dom grows in the future this kind of Christians will be 
responsible for that growth. . 

There have been quite a number of these sem1nars 
in recent years and they are doing good. These people 
are out on the cutting edge of th ings. No place is more 
hostile to orthodox rel igion and complacen t Christianity 
than the college campus. On the other hand there is no 
more fert ile ground for something real and meaningful. 
These thousands of young converts are proof o f that. 

We have urged repeatedly that churches in every 
community where there is a college campus take ad
vantage of the opportun ity. If you have a .college min
istry, strengthen it. If you do not have, beg1n one. 

The church is growing most in areas where it has not 
been strong before. We are learning a lot about who 
we have not been reaching and are making good prog
ress in these areas. This is real ly the secret of world 
evangelism, because up until now there are a lot of peo
ple, domestic and foreign, that we have no t been reach-

ing. . . 
Anyone attending such a sem1nar as th1s one wo~ ld 

take courage and have his hope renewed from associa
tion w ith these fine young people. 
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Dying Religion and Living Faith 
PHIL SANDERS 

Religious belief nearly died in Germany in the seventeenth 
century. The Thirty Years' War between religious factions 
added to the hatred and bitterness of bickering clergymen, 
who had all but forgotten how to pray and how to love. 
This problem was further compounded by ministers who 
separated themselves from the common people by their 
scholasticism; they were no longer preaching a message that 
met the spiritual needs of everyday life. 

These were times when everyone wanted to debate. Un
fortunately, those who debated were not respectful gentle
men but hateful and slanderous. Sermons from the pulpit were 
filled with irrelevant issues, scathing denunciations, and end
less wrangling. To them Christianity was not a vibrant and liv
ing faith but a set of rigid, man-made beliefs. One man, 
named Clovauvius, was so narrow in his love that he prayed 
everyday, "fill me 0 lord with hatred for heretics." To Clo
vauvius a heretic was anyone who disagreed with him. 

Philip Spener led a reaction to this sad state of affairs. 
Through his popular book "Pia Desideria," Spener lists the 
problems and gives some answers to the problems in Ger
many. 

In the first section Spener lists the reasons why ,Germany 
was so dead. He lists corrupt political leaders, out-of-touch 
preachers, scholasticism, and wrangling as the major prob
lems. 

In the second section Spener reminded his readers that 
anyone can point out problems. But he also reminded them 
that problems are not unsolveable because people can 
change! Appealing to the scriptures, Spener gave a number of 
examples where people did indeed change. Then Spener 
called for change. 

The third thing Spener did was to propose six concrete 
things for the people to do to awaken from their spiritual 
stupor: 

1) Use scripture more_ extensively. Spener suggested that it 
be used for more than just debating purposes. He wanted 
scripture to be a part of daily life and began inviting groups 
of people to come into his home for bible study. 

2) Exercise all the spiritual priesthood. He correctly taught 
that all Christians were priests, and that the barriers between 
"clergy" and "laity" should be broken down. 

3) Recognize that Christianity consists in the practice of as 
well as the knowledge of the faith. He recognized that just 
holding a set of beliefs, which one can defend, is not enough! 
One must practice his faith. 

4) Put a check on the conduct of religious controversies. 

Spener was troubled by accusations of unbelief and error 
disputants were making of their opponents. He was also con
cerned about the unloving atmosphere surrounding doctri
nal disagreements. He doubted that this kind of behavior 
showed the world the love of God. He called for a more 
loving atmosphere and for Christians to pray for their broth
ers rather than fight with them. 

5) Balance ministerial training. Spener knew that the peo
ple would follow the pattern set by the religious leaders. He 
saw that in their present state of scholasticism only scholar
ship was being rewarded; this was done to the exclusion of 
the average student. He also encouraged more spiritual train
ing in devotions to balance with intellectual training. 

6) Reform the preaching. Spener recommended that 
preachers reshape their messages away from a steady diet of 
issues to a diet that will spiritually feed and meet the needs 
of the common people. He wanted to move away from the 
hateful wrangling of a dead religion to a living, active faith. 

Some were drawn to Spener's spiritualist reaction, but 
others hated it because it demanded too much change. Some 
of Spener's followers did go to extremes. I do not hold all 
that Spener held as a lutheran, but I do think there is a mes
sage here for us. 

We can learn that the Bible is more than an authority to 
appeal to in debate~ We can learn that ugliness to brethren; 
irrelevant and issue-oriented preaching in steady diet; un
balanced scholasticism; and neglecting the average man will 
kill the spirituality of the church. Can we afford that? 

Mac lynn's study has opened our eyes to our former dis
illusionment. There are only 1.2 million of us. Even if we were 
four times our size, we would still only amount to one thou
sandth of the world's booming population. Should we be 
wasting our time battling our brethren over opinions? 

Churches that start studying the word of God to hear what 
it says for itself and began practicing the word of God in 
loving obedience will start going and growing again. 

Balance is what we should strive for. There is but one body, 
one gospel, and one faith. If we by bickering among our
selves portray a sick and beggarly body, who will want to be 
a part of it? We must hold the truth, but we must also prac
tice the truth. We must contend for the faith, but we must 
also live the faith. We must oppose false doctrines but we 
must also pray for our enemies. 

The Pharisees were precise in doctrine but empty in life 
and in spirit. God forbid that it should happen to us! 

P.O. Box 488, Senatobia, MS 38668 

3 r323l 



The Holiness of God 
JAMES D. BALES 

God calls on us to be holy for he is holy. " ... it is written, 
Ye shall be holy; for I am holy" (I Pet. 1 :16). God dwells in the 
Holy of holies and there Christ appeared in God's presence 
(Heb. 9:2-3, 8, 12, 24). We must be holy to dwell with him. 
His discipline of his children is with the purpose that they 
"may be partakers of his holiness" (Heb. 12:10). What is holi
ness? There is some uncertainty as to the original meaning of 
the word. There are those who think that it had reference to 
God as spiritual and to the spiritual dimension of man's life. 
There are others who think that it first referred to cleanli
ness and then to purity of life, while others think that it origi
nally meant "to set aside," "to separate." Whatever may have 
been the ultimate origin of the word "holy" it came to mean 
something set apart, separated from the profane or common, 
to the sacred. For example, where God appeared to Moses 
was holy ground (Ex. 3:5). "Holy" also has ethical dimension. 
When Isaiah saw the holiness of God he recognized his own 
uncleanness (lsa. 6:1-8). 

The temple had the holy place and the holy of holies, or 
most holy place (Heb. 9:2-3, 12). This place was not for 
everyday use but was separated, sanctified for certain pur
poses. The holy of holies, into which the high· priest went 
once each year (9:7) was a type of the true holy place, not 
made with hands, heaven itself (9:23-24). 

Something of the meaning of holy can be gleaned from the 
fact that an apostate deemed the blood of Christ with which 
"he was sanctified, and unholy thing" (10:29). He viewed 
Christ's blood not as that of the Son of God who died as the 
sinless sin offering for man, but as that of just a man. It was 
not unique, but just as common as that of any one else. In 
such a case, Christ was an unjust person, a false teacher, for 
he taught that he gave his blood as a ransom for man (Matt. 
20:28; 26:28). The apostate holds as common that "wherein 
he was made holy (Westcott). That which is holy is separated 
from that which is common. The vessels of the temple were 
holy in that they were separated from everyday common use. 

God wants us to partake of his holiness. He wants us to 
be separated from the world, from the spirit that makes the 
world the world (1 John 2:15-17), and to live a life of purity. 
We are holy in that we have been sanctified or separated 
from the world through the word of truth. We are separated 
by our obedience to the word of God, for jesus said that we 
are sanctified by the word of truth (John 17:17). We are 
sanctified when we are baptized into Christ, for we are sepa
rated from the world to serve Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). Christ 
made this possible through his own blood. "For if the blood 
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of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling them 
that have been defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness of the 
flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish unto God, 
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God" (Heb. 9:13-14). The blood of animals was sprinkled on 
the book of the covenant, the people, and the vessels of the 
tabernacle. (9:19-24). Having been baptized into Christ, "let 
us draw near with a true heart in fulness of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience: and having our 
body washed with pure water" (10:22). 

Having been brought into Christ, separated from the world, 
we are to live the separated life. The moral and spiritual 
nature of this life are evident from the context of some of 
the statements about holiness. As Peter said: "as children of 
obedience, not fashioning yourselves according to your for
mer lusts in the time of your ignorance: but like as he who 
called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of 
living; because it is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy" 
(1 Pet. 1 :14-16). This is also clear from Hebrews. Immediately 
after saying that God disciplines us that we ''may be partakers 
of his holiness," he said; that: "All chastening seemeth for 
the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward it 
yieldeth peaceful fruit unto them that have been exercised 
thereby, even the fruit of righteousness" (Heb. 12:11). In 
other words, if we take the discipline rightly it will yield the 
fruit of righteousness. This is the result of the proper response 
to the discipline, and is the aim of the discipline. This is 
another way of saying that the aim of discipline is that we 
may partake of God's ·holiness. The writer also said: "Follow 
after peace with all men, and the sanctification without which 
no man shall see the lord" (12:14). To be sanctified is to be 
a partaker of his holiness. We are sanctified when we are set 
apart for service to God, and we must live according to that 
which is demanded by the sanctified state. The fact that we 
are called saints shows that we are a sanctified people, a holy 
people, a holy priesthood for God's own possession (1 Pet. 
2:5, 9). To be holy, to be a saint, does not signify sinless per
fection. It does signify that we live in a separated state, 
though we live in the world we are not of the world, and 
should live up to what it means to. be set apart for God's 
service. 

Christ is our holy High Priest through whom we, God's 
holy people, approach the holy God (Heb. 7:26). 

Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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Sermon Material-

Spiritual Smoke Alarms TIMOTHY HALL 

Suppose your friend told you he had 
just removed the battery from his smoke 
alarm. The previous night, the alarm had 
gone off, and your friend found the 
piercing signal so discomforting, so un
pleasant, he decided he would rather 
not listen to it. What would you tell your 
friend? Would you inform him of the 
great personal risk he had taken by not 
heeding the alarm, and the risk of dis
connecting it? 

There is a similar situation today in 
the lives of millions of people in the 
world, and even among members of the 
church. Many have failed to realize that 
built within them is a spiritual smoke 
alarm, and thus have failed to heed its 
signal. Many have disconnected it com
pletely! 

The Conscience: What Is It? 
A study of the New Testament pas

sages which speak of man's conscience 
reveals two meanings of this word. One 
minor meaning is a reference to each 
person's consciousness, his awareness of 
facts, conditions, etc. This meaning is 
reflected in some of the more recent 
translations. For example, in Hebrews 
10:2, the writer points out that if the 
Mosaic sacrifices had been effective, the 
worshipers "would no longer have any 
consciousness of sin" (RSV). The word 
translated by the RSV as "conscious
ness" is rendered by the KJV as "con
science." Other passages where the 
traditional rendering of "conscience" 
seems to have this minor meaning of 
"consciousness" are II Corinthians 5:11 
and I Peter 2:19 (and others). 

However, the primary meaning in the 
New Testament of "conscience" is the 
idea suggested by a literal rendering 
of the Greek root: "knowing together." 
The idea is that of a witness in court 
who testifies to the truth of a fact or 
statement. The truth is established, not 
by one witness, but by two or more. In 
this sense, the conscience is that which 
testifies to the loyalty of ourselves to the 
truth which we know. Paul shows this 
sense of the word "conscience" in Ro
mans 2:15, where, when speaking of 
the Gentiles, he states: ''They show that 
what the law requires is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness ... " In other words, the Gen
tiles had two reasons for doing what 
was right. First, they had knowledge of 
right and wrong written on their hearts; 
and second, their conscience also testi
fied to what was right and wrong. 

In other passages, Paul appeals to his 
conscience as confirmation of a state
ment. In Romans 9:1, 2, he says "my 
conscience bears me witness" that he 
had great concern for his people. Again, 
in II Corinthians 1:12, he states his sin
cerity while in the Corinthians' pres
ence, and to confirm this fact, again 
appealed to "the testimony of our 
conscience." To put it another way, the 
Corinthians had two witnesses to Paul's 
sincerity: his own statement, and the 
testimony of Paul's conscience, which 
agreed with his statement. 

James Bales, in an article, which ap
peared previously in this periodical 
(12/12/78, page 788), referred to the 
~onscience as a "stern judge." The idea 
1s of a separate "person" within us who 
stands back, evaluating and judging our 
acti.ons on the basis of the knowledge 
avalla~le. The popular picture of the 
consc.•ence also agrees with this, often 
seen m cartoons as the small copy of the 
individual, sitting upon the individual's 
shoulder, whispering advice and hand
ing down judgments. But however the 
conscience is pictured, the point is the 
~am~: Each has within him a faculty of 
Judgmg and evaluating his actions. (That 
this is a faculty which all possess is 
shown by Paul, in Romans 2:15, when 
he speaks of the Gentile's conscience
the Gentile who was without God or 
religion). And, as the scriptures point 
out, this is a most vital faculty to 
possess. 

The Good Conscience 
A study of the Biblical passages on 

conscience will also reveal numerous 
references to the conscience which is 
"good," "clear," or "clean." Paul, in 
viewing his past life, could say he had 
served God with a "clear conscience" 
(II Timothy 1 :3). The Hebrew writer 
states "we are sure we have a clear con
science" (Hebrews 13:18). Peter urges 
Christians of all times to "keep your 
consciences clear, so that, when you are 
abused, those who revile your good be
havior in Christ may be put to shame" (I 
Peter 3 :16). With these examples and 
commands, it is only natural to next ask, 
What is a good conscience? 

One effective way of deciding what a 
good conscience is is to look at what a 
good conscience is not. Several types of 
conscience are mentioned in the scrip
tures which are obviously not recom
mended to the Christian. By understand
ing these, we can more easily see what 
type of conscience we should have. 

First, the scriptures speak of the 
"weak conscience." Paul discusses the 
weak conscience at length in I Corin
thians 8:7-13. In this passage, the spe
cific situation is the matter of eating 
meat which has been offered to idols. 
It is clear from the context that eating 
this meat was not wrong in itself. One 
could eat it with no harmful conse
quences. But the same act, for another 
individual, could lead to sin. What made 
the difference? The amount of knowl
edge is an important point to consider, 
but not the primary point. The brother 
with a weak conscience probably was a 
recent convert to Christianity, but had 
not had time to gain the needed knowl
edge about idols. The real point seems 
to be that this brother with the weak 
conscience was one who did not follow 
the advice of his conscience. Until he 
saw the stronger brother eating meat, he 
had no problem. But when the example 
of the stronger brother conflicted the 
advice of the weaker brothers' con
science, the example of the stronger 

brother prevailed. The problem with this 
situation is simple: The advice of the 
conscience was not heeded! For that 
reason, it was termed by Paul a "weak 
conscience." 

Second, the scriptures speak of the 
"seared conscience," in I Timothy 4:2. 
There are two possible ideas involved 
with the word "seared," both of which 
Paul may have had in mind. One idea is 
that of a branding-iron. As cattle on a 
ranch are branded for life to show own
ership, so our consciences are "brand
ed" with every instance of sin. Our sins 
m.ay be forgiven and overcome, but they 
will always leave their scars. A second 
idea of "seared conscience" might be 
that of "cautery," or loss of sensititvity. 
Anyone who has burned a finger, or any 
part of the body, knows there is a sub
sequent loss of sensitivity, either in part 
or in whole. The same is true with our 
consciences. When we sin, and so abuse 
or neglect the conscience, there is a 
gr~dual loss of sensitivity in our con
SCience. 

Third, there is mention made in the 
scriptures of the "corrupted con
science," in Titus 1:15. The question 
might be asked, How was the con
science corrupted? Was that its original 
form? Those of us who reject the idea 
of hereditary depravity would say, No. 
Rather, the conscience was evidently 
made corrupt through the constant 
practice of evil and unbelief. It was a 
conditioning process. The more sin com
mitted, the more depraved the con
science became. 

Fourth, the scriptures speak of the 
"rejected conscience," in I Timothy 
1 :19. Some translations specifically say 
"By rejecting conscience, certain per
sons have made shipwreck of their 
faith" (RSV), while most translations fol
low the lead of the KJV in stating "which 
some having put away," referring to 
both "faith and a good conscience." But 
the idea in either translation is the same: 
Those who reject conscience, as well as 
those who reject faith, are set on a 
course which leads to a shipwreck of 
their faith. There is great danger in
volved when one chooses not to listen 
to his conscience! 

Therefore, a good conscience, defined 
by contrast, is one which is: (1) Not 
weak, but has .a strong influence in our 
decision-making process: (2) Not seared, 
or abused by constant evil-doing; (3) 
Not corrupted by the continual practice 
of evil and sin in our lives; and (4) Not 
rejected, but always heeded. 

Paul, in making his defense before the 
Sanhedrin, said "I have lived before God 
in all good conscience up to this day" 
(Acts 23:1). Could Paul really say that, 
considering his past activity in persecut
ing Christians? Yes, for Paul was not 
speaking of the accuracy of his knowl
edge. Certainly, there had been a time 
in his life when he had the facts all 
wrong; but never had he gone against 
the counsel and advice of what his con
science had told him. What a compli
ment for anyone! 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Is the Church Glory-Land? 
RAY HAWK 

"I'm in the glory-land way, I'm in the glory-land way; 
Heaven is nearer and the way groweth clearer, For I'm 
in the glory-land way." 

Glory and Kingdom 

I believe all recognize that heaven is a place of glory. 
However, the church came from heaven (Rev. 21 :2; Gal. 
4:26). Since it originated from heaven, it will have the char
acteristics of its place of origin. In fact, very little can be 
said about heaven that is not also said about the church of 
our Lord! 

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, That 
ye (the apostles) which have followed me, in the regenera
tion when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel." 

If one will read Titus 3:5, he will see when the regenera
tion takes place. We are living in that period of time now. 
It is during that period that the "Son of man shal.l sit in the 
throne of his glory." The throne of his glory is the same as 
the throne of his kingdom. We see this by looking at parallel 
passages, such as Luke 22:29,30. 

"And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." 

Notice that Jesus would be sitting in the throne of his glory 
when the apostles sat and judged the twelve tribes of Israel. 
The apostles would sit while they ate and drank at the Lord's 
table in his kingdom. The eating and drinking at the Lord's 
table is the Lord's supper (I Cor. 10:16, 17; 11 :20-29). Since 
the apostles partook of the Lord's supper at the Lord's table 
in the church (Acts 20:7), we find the regeneration, the 
apostles sitting and judging Israel, and the Lord sitting in the 
throne of his glory being done at the same time. Jesus sits in 
the throne of his glory which is his kingdom. We are in the 
kingdom of God's dear Son today, just as the Colosseans and 
others were in the first century (Col. 1 :13, Rev. 1.9). 

Since Jesus sits in the throne of his glory now and Ephe
sians 2:6 tells us, "And hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ jesus," we see 
that we also sit with him in his glory! I sit with him in 
heavenly places due to my being raised from baptism to walk 
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in newness of life (Rom. 6:3, 4). I have been added to the 
church, which is the kingdom (Acts 2:47; Col. 1 :13). There
fore, as a member of the body-church, I sit with Christ in 
the throne of his glory. The church is glory-land! 

In Ephesians 2:6 we find the church is also the "heavenly 
places." "Places" is itilicized in the King James Version to in
dicate the word is supplied by the translators and is not found 
in the original Greek text. The word "heavenly" is from the 
Greek "epouranious." Ardnt-Gingrich Greek-English Lexicon, 
page 305 states, "with reference to heaven, the place where 
God dwells with the beings and things that pertain to him; 
they may actually be there with him, or they may belong 
there by nature, or come from there, etc." Due to my obeying 
the gospel, I sit with jesus in the heaven where he rules in 
the throne of his glory. That is what the church is. 

The Church Is Essential 

Since the above is true, when a person speaks against the 
church, he speaks against heaven. When he does not want 
to become a member of the body-church, he does not want 
to go to heaven. If he has no taste for the church, he has no 
taste for heaven. If he finds no pleasure in being a member 
of the body-church, he finds no pleasure in heaven. If he 
cannot stand the assemblies of the church, he cannot find 
enjoyment in heaven. If he does not support the church (I 
Cor. 16:2), he does not support heaven. 

Some believe the church is a non-essential institution. 
Those which have been founded by men are, but not the 
church, the body of Christ, the heavenly places where Christ 
sits in the throne of his glory. I entered this church by the 
new birth which is immersion into Christ Jesus (John 3:3-5; 
Gal. 3:27). I became a new creature (II Cor. 5:17). I am a citi
zen of the new Jerusalem {Gal. 4:26). I am under the new tes
tament-covenant (Heb. 9:15). God circumcised me and made 
me a real Jew in the Israel of God (Col. 2:11, 12; Rom. 
2:28, 29; Gal. 6:16). I enjoy all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1 :3). 
I walk in the Spirit and have no condemnation because the 
blood cleanses me (Rom. 8:1; I John 1 :7-9). I now enjoy that 
new life fnund only in Christ Jesus (I John 5:11). 

May we all praise God and the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
eternally grateful for what we have as members of the body 
of Christ! 

1461 East Chester, jackson, Ten~essee 38301 
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Growing the Small Church (1) 

The most recent statistics available in
dicate that the majority of congregations 
within the churches of Christ could be 
classified as "small." Very little informa
tion has been devoted to aiding small 
congregations grow to become larger 
and more effective, however. This will 
be the purpose of this series. 

All congregations, regardless of size, 
recognize the need to develop effective 
leadership. One cannot wait until he is 
married and has children to consider the 
role of a deacon or an elder. This is a 
task that should be prepared for prior to 
marriage and immediately after conver
sion. Elders, deacons, teachers, and 
preachers are not born-they are made 
by planning and patience. 

A congregation Without elders and 
deacons would do well to begin some 
type of training class with this goal in 
mind. Lessons need to be delivered oc
casionally to keep the thoughts fresh in 
the mind of the brethren and constant 
encouragement should be given to those 
aspiring to serve the Lord in a leadership 
capacity. There is no congregation any
where that will rise above its leaders for 
very long. 

In small congregations ·classes for 
young boys and girls are wise to aid 
them for future roles of teachers and for 
public service. There are a myriad of 
opportunities available if one will only 
consider them. 

For example, teens are usually few in 
number in small congregations. They can 
be great assistants in a Bible class under 
the guidance of a good teacher and 
gradually allowed to teach a class on 
occasions. Who knows when an illness 
or death may make the work of a teach
er suddenly ended. What can be done 
then? This is where training can be a 
real "lifesaver." 

Girls usually mature more rapidly than 
boys and this will be a way of making a 
young Christian girl recognize her im
portance even though unable to publicly 
lead the congregation in the corporate 
worship service. 

Vacation Bible School is a time when 
mass confusion can reign in a small con
gregation and often it is avoided with 
the comment, "We simply don't have 
enough teachers." This is a shame be
cause VBS is to a youngster what a gas-

WILLIAM V. CLARY. 

pel meeting is to adults. Lack of train
ing of leaders can be the major cause 
of this. 

Young boys in small congregations 
have many opportunities to serve the 
Lord that would be as readily available 
in larger congregations. Serving the 
Lord's Supper, offering prayers, leading 
singing, and preaching in Wednesday 
night devotionals are possibilities for 
young Christian men. It is amazing how 
quickly young boys grow when given 
guidance and training. The day will come 
all too soon when the older soldiers fall 
and the battle must still be waged. 

Adult women make up the backbone 
of most all congregations within the 
brotherhood and frequently feel frus
trated by being overlooked. This is not 
necessarily so, especially in small con
gregations where their influence can be 
readily witnessed and very powerful. In 
roles of teachers, visitation, and bene
volence the women excel. An annual or 
semi-annual congregational meeting for 
all men and women should be held for 
the purpose of getting input. It is amaz
ing the forces that are available for the 
cause of Christ if one will allow them 
to be unleashed. 

Men can and must be trained to be 
good leaders. An evangelist will find 
those who care and love the Lord and 
study with them as he has opportunity. 
This is an area that cannot be stressed 
too highly. Teach, train, and then allow 
men to grow and become capable lead
ers. No person - no, not even the 
preacher-has the "corner on intelli
gence" regarding God's plan. Perhaps 
a special class can be taught for all men 
who one feels might develop into good 
leaders and eventually open it to their 
wives and children. The whole family 
must qualify for one to be an elder· or 
deacon. 

·Finances are great problems for con
gregations. Smaller congregations have 
a greater problem because the departure 
of one good giving family can cause 
a great hinderance to the work. The 
budget can be knocked out of kilter in 
one week. For this reason, congregations 
often take a pessimistic view of the 
Lord's work and their ability. 

In the men's meetings (assuming no 
elders within the congregation) or in 

elder's meetings one can observe nearly 
all comments focus around money. Do 
we have enough to do this, do we have 
the funds to involve the congregation in 
this program? And on. And on. And on. 

In the next meeting, leave a chair 
empty at the head of the table and 
whenever one feels that they cannot do 
a certain thing, look at that seat and 
imagine that jesus is sitting in on the 
meeting as a "silent observer." The 
change in one's attitude is remarkable. 
Never forget Paul's comment, "I can do 
all things through Him who strengthens 
me" (Phil. 4:13). 

Usually small congregations are not 
self-supporting and have one or more 
sources of outside income. What should 
they do to keep this tie close and the 
future profitable? 

This writer is firmly convinced of the 
need for accountability. Sending statis
tics regarding contributions, attendance, 
and expenses will help but falls short 

. of the whole picture. An evangelist must 
relate what he is doing, his goals for the 
future and the work and attitude of the 
congregation at present. This informa
tion wi II be greatly appreciated by the 
supporting brethren and will help them 
see the direction in which the small 
congregation is going and enable them 
to offer advice if requested. 

We have all read of congregations 
with outstanding contributions on a one
time basis. Some have exceeded two 
million dollars. Small congregations can 
use this approach tq help themselves as 
well. 

This writer labored with a congrega
tion that had 68 in attendance and raised 
$3,400 in one Sunday and paid for a 
new addition prior to breaking ground. 
The congregation was blessed with 
building contractors, and men who were 
able to do much of the work. In the 
present work with 48 present a con
tribution goal of $1,500 was set and 
totaled $2,200. The brethren now are 
talking about the day when the building 
can be fully paid for and being self
supported is a reality. Make the objec
tive realistic and the blessings will be 
great. 

To be continued 

856 S. State, Lincoln, Ill 62656 
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Forget Fellowship 
In churches all across the land there 

is a serious lack of fellowship. Broth
ers in Christ do not spend time to
gether. Despite millions of dollars in
vested in fellowship halls we seem to 
have less fellowship than we enjoyed 
in years gone by. Honestly, the food at 
the potlucks is as good as ever but 
fewer come and those that do seem to 
benefit less. SpontJncuus fellowship
dropping in on each other, visiting over 
the phone and such--has just about 
stopped in some places. This is a serious 
problem. 

It probably isn't necessary to remind 
us that the earliest church was not af
flicted with a fellowship problem. Acts 
tells us of a people who met daily in the 
temple and in homes (2:46), they shared 
their goods and constantly showed con
cern for one another (2:44-45; 4:32-35). 
Yet it was not long before the congrega
tion at Corinth would split into factions 
(I Cor. 1:10-11; 11:17-21). So the prob
lem is not new, neither is it incurable. 

The problem with a lack of fellowship 
is that we haven't the slightest idea how 
to solve it, many of our efforts to do so 
are counterproductive and the New 

The Essence of True Religion 
If someone were to ask you what is 

true religion, how would you answer? 
You might reply that true religion is 
attending each and every worship activ
ity of the church. Maybe you would an
swer that true religion is being correct 
in doctrinal matters, and being right in 
approaching God in worship. As good 
and important as these things are true 
religion goes much deeper. How we 
worship God is important. But just as 
important, if not more so, is the life 
from which worship springs forth. 

In Amos 5:21-24, God is having a 
controversy with his people. It seems as 
though outwardly and formally, the 
Jews were worshipping God. They had 
their solemn assemblies, burnt-offerings, 
meal-offerings, peace-offerings and even 
singing, The Jews mistakenly thought 
their 11Worship service" somehow made 
everything right. But God hated their 
feasts, and did not accept their wor
ship. In Amos' day the Jews had no mind 
to conform to God's will. There was 
corruption and total disrespect for God,· 
even though they continued sacrificing 
to him. Brother Homer Hailey puts the 
situation well in focus, "Religious fervor 
was high, but tru~ spiritual devotion 
was utterly lacking." As it has been said, 
God demands right and not just rites. 
If true religion is mainly found in the 
outward, the Jews would have never 
been condemned so severly. 

Many years later when Jesus came into 
the world, he didn't come to give us 
more religion per se. He showed us how 
to live by making our religion real. By 
this time the Jewish Culture was so 
divided religiously there were five sects. 
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THAYER SALISBURY 

Testament says little, directly, about it. 
This seems like a bleak picture but 
really it isn't. Within the Bible's seeming 
lack of information is our cure. We read 
nothing, in Acts 2, of how their won
derful fellowship program worked sim
ply because they didn't have one. The 
Jerusalem church was drawn together 
by a common faith not by a comfortable 
building or good food. The churches 
that had erred in regard to fellowship 
were not instructed to map out a pro
gram but were encouraged to "be of the 
same mind in the Lord." Like-minded
ness, not bodily proximity, is the first 
and most important step toward true 
fellowship. 

The church today is, uniortunately, 
like that lonely teenager we all know. 
All he wants in the world is a friend. 
In fact, he wants a friend so badly that 
friendship is all he can think about. 
Thus when someone talks to him about 
their car he is uninterested. All he wants 
is a friend. He doesn't care about cars. 
When someone tells him about a good 
book he is disappointed. He doesn't 
want books he wants a friend. What this 
type of person needs is to forget friend-

DAVID BOSWELL 

The Pharisees were by far the largest and 
most influential. In many ways they 
were a lot like us. They were literal 
interpreters of the Scriptures, they be
lieved in moral purity, they believed in 
angels and also in the resurrection of 
the dead. But because they were so 
literal in their interpretations sometimes 
they went to seed! They were arrogant 
and judgmental. Whatever the Pharisees 
had, they didn't have true religion. They 
had a form of religion, but were lack
ing in the inner spiritual devotion to 
God. 

In Matt. 23:23, Jesus said, "Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye tithe mint and anise and cummin; 
and have left undone the weighter mat
ters of the law, justice, mercy, and faith: 
but these ye ought to have done, and 
not to have left the other undone." 
Notice that Jesus didn't chide them for 
what they had done, but jesus does 
chide them for leaving undone the 
weighter (more important), aspects of 
the law. And notice further the things 
they had left undone were concepts 
which stress a relationship between our 
fellow-man and God. In other words, 
true religion seems to be found in a 
certain way of living. If your life on a 
day-by-day-basis doesn't reflect the 
principles covered in Matt. 23:23, it 
doesn't matter how "correct" your Sun
day religion is; you've missed the entire 
point of Christianity. 

Is it possible to be correct on the 
outside and still be condemned? Yes, 
the Jews had been guilty of this several 
times. Unless we have the very essence 

(Continued on page 11) 

ship and learn to love cars, or books, or 
baseball or something other than friend
ship. Then, and only then, will friend
ship happen. 

The church that has a fellowship 
problem needs to forget about fellow
ship. If one-hundred people sit together 
and try to force themselves to fellow
ship they will likely reap only frustra
tion. But if the same one-hundred de
velop the same heart-melting love for 
the Lord, the same mission concern, the 
same thrist for righteousness, sudden
ly they will each find ninety-nine friends 
to fellowship with. 

It may sound strange but it is true: 
the best way to have Christian fellow
ship is to forget fellowship and lose 
ourselves in Christ. 
Box 274, Clyde, Tx 79510 
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"I Didn'tMakeAnyTackles But 
I Jumped on the Pile Twicel" 

JACK EXUM 

When I was a local minister in Way
cross, Georgia, I coached pee-wee foot
ball. Those were the earth-shattering 
days of the "Quarterman Owls" and the 
"William Heights Indians." While there 
were other teams in the league, we were 
the ones that traditionally fought it out 
for the title. 

While we lost the title that year, we 
managed to place a number of players 
on the ALL STAR team. This was the one 
special game (played under the I ights) 
that attracted some 200 fans (which was 
about 180 more than our day games). 

Two things happened during the game 
that is uniquely HUMAN. As the clock 
wound down to less than a minute, the 
bench was cleared, and one youngster 
(extremely small for his age) was put in 
the right tackle spot. He had been select
ed because of his great spirit for the 
game and his loyalty to the team. As the 
signals were called and the line was set, 
he reached for a handful of dirt and 
spread it on his jersey. After a play or 
two, the gun sounded and the game was 
over. 

As the young gladiator came to the 
side lines, mud on his jersey, he excited
ly proclaimed, 11 1 didn't make any 
tackles, but I jumped on the pile twice!" 

All of us can't carry the ball, or even 
make those single tackles. Some of us 
may not be starters or even the first 
substitute called from the bench. Yet all 
on the team serve a vital place. 

This was Paul's illustration about the 
11Human body". This was the same point 
he made concerning 11Spiritual gifts." 
The power of fellowship-the moving 
in force-the contribution of each mem
ber-the strength of each stone-the 
WINNING TOGETHER. It's in us, and we 
all want to be a part of a cause greater 
than ourselves. The mud on the jersey 
-the jumping on the pile-the desire 
to be a part of a struggle. It's in us and 
I'm glad. 
Box 482, Royston, Ga. 30662 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

. As we consider taking the gospel to more and more people here 
In our own land and Canada through World Bible School the 
following article by Joe Barnett points up the great task we 'have 
before us. 

Plans are now being implemented to get this great work going in 
North America. Your prayers ·and your work for this task are deeply 
desired.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Our Job: Evangelize 
JOE R. BARNETT 

Our job is to take the gospel to every soul on earth. No 
one argues with that. But our actions fall short. We have al
lowed other activities to sideline our primary obligation. It's 
so easy to become consumed with other things. Even "church 
activities" can become sidetracked, and we can become so 
concerned with "self-feeding" and "self-serving" that we 
don't reach the outside. 

So many of our church programs have turned inward. 
Many of our programs are structured for us. Many of our 
buildings are built for us. Many of our preachers are hired 
for us. 

I Have Other Sheep 

Earth's population is staggering. There are 4 V2 billion souls 
on this planet. And there are now 230 million of us in this 
nation. Nothing is as important as reaching out to each of 
these never-dying souls. God's love and grace sent him in 
hot pursuit of the lost. It should spur us on the same evan
gelistic mission. 

Remember jesus' words? 

I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own 
know me, as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have 
other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them 
also, and they will heed my voice (John 10:14-16). 

Jesus looked beyond his immediate disciples. Beyond jew 
and Gentile. He looked across centuries and said, "I have 
other sheep ... " He sees his sheep where we do not. Gold 
is gleaming where we haven't discovered it. Jesus can look 
at atheists and see them as potential preachers and teachers. 
He can look with eyes of compassion on drunkards and 
prostitutes and see them as potential sons and daughters of 
God. He can look into the darkened corners where we've 
never dared to go and say, "These are my sheep." 

They may not have heard his gospel yet. But they are there. 
Waiting to hear the message. Waiting to be won. They are 
his. We must claim them for him. 

I Must Bring Them 

Jesus views these people saying, "I must bring them." Hear 
that imperative note? "I must bring them." jesus lived and 
died under the pressure of that great must. 

What of us? Are we living under this great "must"? 

Results Assured 

The results are assured: " ... they will heed my voice," he 
promised. When the gospel is delivered, men will hear it, be
lieve it, obey it. Wherever we go, they will heed it if we will 
preach it. Not every person. Some may push you away. Some 
may scoff. Some may remain hard and indifferent. But, praise 
God, some will heed. No matter what nation. State. Com
munity. Jesus has some sheep there waiting to be claimed. 

Paul was terribly discouraged with his work in Corinth 
because there were no results. The Lord tapped him on the 
shoulder one day and said, "Paul, don't be afraid, I have 
much people in this city." Hallelujah! He must have thought, 
"I don't know who they are. I surely haven't had much suc
cess in finding good prospects. And I don't know where 
they are. They may be over there in the idol temple. They 
may be wallowing in more1l filth. But they belong to Jesus. 
I'll search until I find them and bring them to him." 

It's 1982. Does he still have sheep which haven't been 
brought into the fold! Yes. More than ever. Where? Every
where. In factories. Businesses. Homes. Farms. Hospitals. On 
buses. Trains. Airplanes. Cars. Everywhere. 

Evangelism Is the Issue 

George Mcleod said it well: 

I simply argue that the Cross be raised again at the cen
ter of the marketplace as well as on the steeple of the 
church. I'm rediscovering the claim that jesus was not 
crucified in a Cathedral between two candles, but on a 
Cross between two thieves. On the town garbage heap, 
on a crossroad so cosmopolitan they had to write his 
title in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. Or shall we 
say, in English, in Bantu, and in Africans. At the kind of 
place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and 
soldiers gamble. Because that is where he died and that 
is what he died about, that is where we as Christians 
should be and what we should be about. 

We must get to the people with the message. There is no 
time for petty, insignificant issues. The issue is evangelism. 
Evangelism must be our aim, our priority, our consuming pas
sion. We must lay our lives and our fortunes on the altar 
for evangelism. 
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EVELYNE MARCHAL-READY FOR 
SERVICE IN THE FRENCH-SPEAKING 

WORLD 

committed to a ministry of teaching and 
development among existing French
speaking churches on a full time basis. 
Though she would be active with the 
local church where she would be living, 
much of her time would be used in the 
development of Christian women in 
existing churches in Belgium, France, 
and Switzerland. 

With the ful l recommendation of the 
French-speaking European workers, Eve
lyne is seeking a sponsoring church and 
eldership to oversee her work, and sup
porters to supply the financia l needs of 
her and her two children. 

Write to Evelyne Marchal at 3 rue des 
Pouillots, 5101 Erpent (Namur), Belgium. 
For further information you can write to 
any of the French-speaking workers in 
Europe, or directly to me: Doyle Kee, 
BA, ch. de Pontverre, 1232 Confignon/ 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

FIRST ANNUAL DENTON 
LECTURES ANNOUNCED 

The Pearl St. Church in Denton, TX 
wil l host a lectureship November 14-18. 
The theme of the lectu res wi ll be "Stud
ies in I Corinthians," from w hich all of 
the lectures wi l l be taken. About 30 
speakers will be brought together from 
all over the nation to deliver 43 lectures. 

Claude A. Guild, Box 96, Spring
town, Texas 76082: We assisted Brent
wood in Ft. Worth in a meeting. There 
were 23 responses. Robert Bankes is 
very effective in his local work. 

Hugo McCord was wi th us at Spring
town in a meeting. There were 5 re
sponses during the meeting and 5 the 
Sunday fo llowing. My next meeting is 
at Crafton, Tx. June 13-16. 

Evelyne Marchal is a Christian of 
French and Belgium national ity. Evelyne 
has been prepared for a special ministry 
in the French-speaking work and is now 
seeking your help to enter into this 
service. 

A mature Christian lady now !iving in 
Belgium with her two children, ages 
six and five, she lived seven years in 
the states while attending Michigan 
Christian College and Harding Univer
sity. She has a BA in French and minors 
in Bible and English. Evelyne has worked 
as a teacher and secretary and is pres
ently employed by Intel Corporation as 
Data Analyst and Administrator in 
Brussells, Be lgium. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30, 1982 

Because of her love for her lord and 
for the Christians in Europe, she is 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 
type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

10 [330] 

Vol. !-Gospels and Acts ...................... $7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation .......... . ...... $7.00 

Complete in One Volume ............. .. .. . ..... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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SPIRITUAL SMOKE ALARMS 
(Continued from page 5) 

Our Need For A Good Conscience 
As stated before, the scriptures often 

encourage Christians to make sure their 
consciences are good, clear and strong. 
Paul showed the necessity of this in I 
Timothy 1:18, 19, when he said the 
absence of conscience and faith leads 
to a "shipwreck" of our faith. Paul had 
earlier told Timothy in this epistle that 
"the aim of our charge is love that issues 
from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and sincere faith" (I Tim 1 :5). Thus, 
the message is clear: It is incumbent 
upon every Christian to make sure his 
conscience meets the Biblical qualifica
tions of a good conscience. 

Practically, there are three major con
clusions that can be gained from this 
study: (1) Conscience alone is not a safe 
guide. This is clearly illustrated in the life 
of Paul. He had acted in complete accord 
with the counsel of his conscience. Yet 
there were large gaps in Paul's knowl
edge of God's will, and these produced 
serious consequences. Today, we must 
arm ourselves with a thorough knowl
edge of God's word if we hope to be 
pleasing to Him. This is the top priority! 

(2) Fatih is neither complete without 
a strong conscience bearing witness to 
the truth of God's will in our lives. To 
illustrate this, think of the numerous 
Christians who have great amounts of 
knowledge of the Bible-but who are 
unfaithful in their commitment to God. 
Why did they become unfaithful when 
they possess so much knowledge? Have 
they not disregarded the counsel of their 
consciences? And it was a gradual proce
dure. When they first began departing 
from God, the conscience sounded a 
shrill alarm. But with each offense, the 
level of the alarm diminished, until now 
many do not even hear. They have ef
fectively silenced their consciences 
through repeated disregard! 

(3) Failing to heed our conscience 
does tremendous damage, on two levels. 

There is the immediate damage to our 
bodies, and/or our souls by the com
mitting of a sin. But there is also the 
more subtle damage done to our con
science. Never again will our conscience 
be quite so keen, so sensitive as before 
this occasion of neglect. And with the 
passing of time, and the continuing of 
such neglect, the conscience will give 
up its function of alarm altogether! 

With time, any of us could learn to 
sleep through the warning of a smoke 
alarm. But what risk we take upon our
selves by so doing! likewise, any of us 
may Jearn to "sleep" through the cries 
of an alarmed conscience. But what 

eternal risk we take upon ourselves if 
we ever reach that point! 
2217 Beechnut Drive, Kingsport, TN 
37660 

---o---
THE ESSENCE OF TRUE RELIGION 

(Continued from page 8) 
of religion in our everyday life, it won't 
matter what we do in our worship acivi
ties. Do you have true religion 1 

"He hath showed thee, 0 man; 
what is good; and what doth Jeho
vah require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8 

3434 North St., Anderson, Ca. 96007 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

POR INFORMATION CONTACJ': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas-76112 
Write or call for details. 

817 /535·1801 
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JUlY 18-31 CAMPAIGN IN 
AUSTIN, MINNESOTA 

DISASTER CENTER ESTAB liSHED 
IN PARIS 

The Ced:tr River Church in Austin, 
1\\innesota, will be having our first cam
paign for Chris t, July 18-31, 1982. The 
congregation is less than one year old. 
fhNe have been 5 baptisms and 1 to 
place membersh tp wi th us. 

Several Christians from other congre
gations will be helping us knock on 
every door in Austin during these two 
weeks in july. jerry Loutzenhiser from 
1\linneapolis will be helping us coordi
nate all the activities. 

The killer tornado that hi t Paris on 
Apri l 2, 1982 left ten dead, 1,300 hous
ing units destroyed or part ially de
stroyed, 3,000 home less, and over $50 
million in losses. 

A Disaster Center was set up at the 
lamar Avenue congregation with her 
elders overseeing the work and Albert 
Roach serving as coordinator. 

In two weeks the Disaster Center has 
served 825 families representing approxi
mately 3,500 individuals. 

1hc Cedar River congregat ion is seek
ing $1,100 to help us 1n this effort. If 
you could possibly help us in any fi nan
ci:tl way, please contact me at Box 131, 
Au~tin, Minnesota. Douglas M . Wheeler 

Over 250 churches across the nation 
have contributed approximately $250,000 
in addition to clothing, food, and furni
ture. 

John H. Cannon, Jr., Minister 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1981 bound volume of the 
Film Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what. was 
written during tho year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get. your s 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 available at $10.00 

PlcJs~: add lO~c for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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M r Pepperdtne s original st::ttement of purpose 
Is still the gutdtng principle of the University: 

.. Therefore. as my contribution to the well-being 
and happiness of this generation and those tha t 
fo llow. I am endowing this Institution to help 
young men and women prepare tl: emselves for 
a life of usefulness In this competitive world 
and to help them build a foundation of Chris· 
ttan character and faith which will survive the 
s torms of life ... 
The most distinctive feature of Pepperdtne 
University Is the fact that It maintains a 
serious commitment to a rigorous academic 
program In concert with concern for spiritual 
matters. It recognizes Its role as an educa· 
ttonal Institution with a distinctive and 
unique Christian heritage and m ission. 
The University Is composed of Seaver 
College of Letters. Arts and Sciences. the 
School of Busim·ss and Management. the 
Graduate School of Education and the 
School of Law. 
For tnfonnatton. wri t<' to: 
Robert L. Fralt'y. Dean of Admissions 

Howard A. \\'hi!~ l'rc·,idt•nl 
and Choef Ext·c·ull\'l' Ollocer 

:'>t :\orvd Youn!!. 
Chanrrllor 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suile 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ernplqyees 
Of 

cbaR.cbes Of= CbR.fst 
fOSCJR.Orx:e 9R.OCJP 

I~C • 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible . $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) . . . . Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
tor the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospi tal confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract. but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A m ore 
complete description giving t he details of 
coverage can be f ound in the eroup book· 
let s. 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376·8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sinre 1975" 

FI RM FOUNDATION-MAY 25, 1982 



HORTON NAMED ACTING 
BIBLE HEAD AT LIPSCOMB 

NASHVILLE-The administration of 
David Lipscomb College has named 
Howard Horton acting chairman of the 
department of Bible, succeeding the late 
Bal sell Barrett Baxter. 

llorlon has been a member of the 
Lipscomb faculty since 1980, w hen he 
became the missionary-in-residence. He 
is now associate professor of Bible. 

When Visiting lhe World's fair, Stay At 

HILTON ROAD INN 
All N LESS THAN 5 milos 

eW- from WORLD'S FAIR 

Located: 1234 Hilton Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

-2 people $65, ($5 ca. add.) 

• Cable TV 
For Reservations 

Write or Call 

(615) 

588-1982 
Most Dates 
Still Open 

Corner Hilton Rd. & Middlebrook Pk. 
Conveniently located off 1-40 & 1·75 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDD IE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Trai n ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Cotolog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Orown Tr•il, Oodford (fort Worth), Tcxos 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

NEED TO BUILD? 

WAITING FOR LOWER COSTS? 

Now is probably the best t ime to finance and build that we have 
had in 2 years. 

NOW FINANCING 

AT 13.5% 

For complete details call or write: 

~~~~.~~ ~ Church Finance 

3910 E. 51, Suite 10, Tulsa, OK 74135, Phone: 918·747·8868 
CALL TOLL FREE (Except from Oklahoma) 1·800·331·9152 

"SPREADING THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST" 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

MARVIN PHILLIPS-Tulsa, Oklahoma 
CliNE PADEN- Lubbock, Texas 
MARK PH ILLIPS-College Station, Texas 

~ CARL WADE-Van Buren, Arkansas 
CLASS SPEAKERS: 

third annual 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
EVANGELISTIC 

FORUM 
June 10-12, 1982 Rockdale 

TOM CHAPIN-Houslon, Texas 
JAMES LeFAN-Temple, Texas 
TOM PAULEY-Georgetown, Texas 
DON VINZANT-Austin, Texas 
LAVERNE WAD E- Van Buren, Arkansas 
DAN WARDEN-College Station, Texas 

SONG LEADERS: 

I. D. SMITH-Shreveport, Louisiana 
KEN KENNAM ER-Hearne, Texas 

ADDTIONAL INFORMATION 
TAPE RECORDI NGS- All sessions will be 

recorded by lnlernoliona l Bible College, 
Florence. Alabama, ond m<ly bo purchased 
ot tho Forum. 

HOUSING-If you wish to stay with orca 
Christians or use loco I motels, coil 1512) 
446-5954. 

/ 

CHILD CARE-Each day, o s~offed nursery 
will be modo ovoilable for bobies thru 
three yeors. A Children's Bible Hour will 
bo conducted e<lch oveninq for 4-10 ycor 
olds. 

EXHIBITS-Exhibits aro welcomed. C~ll 
( 512) 446-5940 for reserved spoce. 

(512)TSHRD 
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SCHOOL OF PREACHING IN 
SOUTHERN MEXICO 

A survey made in 1974 in the Sou thern 
State of Chiapas on Mexico's bor~e r 
with Guatemala revealed a populatiOn 
that was very receptive to the gospel 
message. Eloy Guerra, a graduate of the 
Sunset School of Preaching at lubbock, 
was sent to San Cristobal de las Casas, 
Chiapas in 1975 and in the following 
year Luis Rangel, also a Sunset graduate, 
was added. Both are under the over
sight of the elders at the White Rock 
Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas. 

Shortly the reafter th e Southeast Mex
ico Bible School (Escuela Biblica del 
Sureste) was established to train preach
ers from the area. The students and 
teachers have succeeded in baptizing 
over 700 people and establ ishing 10 
congregations. Most of these people are 

without the service of a regular preach
er and depend on visits from the stu
dent preachers. Five of the graduates are 
regu larly preaching wi thout any support 
from outside. 

Two congregations of Indians in the 
Lacandon jungle have been established 
with the entire services being conducted 
in the Tzetal language. Three students, 
who also speak Tzetal, will graduate 
from the two year course this july and 
plans for the future call for a total of 
ten such preachers to concentrate on 
this area. 

Anyone interested in further informa
tion about this work can contact the 
elders, White Rock Church of Christ, 
9220 Ferguson Road, Dallas, Texas, 
75228. 

A F irm FonnW.tfon aub11crlpt1on makes a 
wonderful b1rthday or anniversar y ~:itt. 

Summer Schedule At 
Iron Springs 

Christian Camp 
June 6-11 SINGING CAMP with B. B. Stevens 

(male & female-ages 3rd. grade-adults) 
June 13-18 3rd. thru 6th. grade camp

Sam Billingsly, Director 
June 20-26 4th. thru 12th. grade camp-

David Roper, Director 
June 27-July 2 DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP 

July 4-8 

July 11-16 

July 18-23 

July 25-30 

Aug. 1-6 

Aug. 8-13 

for boys 13-19-Wyatt Sawyer, Director 
2nd. & 3rd. grade special beginners 
(4 days) 
Joe Blakeney, Director (special tuition) 
6th. thru 9th. grade camp-
Scott Talley, Director 
3rd. thru 6th. grade camp
Jack Murry, Director 
9th. thru 12th. grade
Charles Dailey, Director 
6th. thru 8th. grade-
Gene Dewveall, Director 
3rd. thru 6th. grade-
Scott Talley, Director 

IRON SPRINGS-A PLACE SET APART 
FOR YEAR AROUND ENRICHMENT 
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For information about summer camp or 
week end retreats contact 

Joe Blakeney, Rt. 2, Box 148K, Whitney, Texas 76692 or 
call 817 694-2719 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Quali fy to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School o f Personal Evange· 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

WANTED: 
Drama 1 Speech Instructor 

Computer Science Instructor 
Chemistry Instructor 

Master 's degree required 
To begin in August, 1982 
For more detai ls, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, 
Vice President for Academ ics, 

York College, 
York, NE 68467 

0 

California Churcl1 Mergers 
and Incorporations 

Byron o. Groves. t\t l<>rnc~· 

601 N. Parkcenter. Suile 101. 
San ta t\na. C t\ 92705 

(71-J.) 5-J.I-5369 
11 Ye-ars Experience-

' / 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smoll carton and th ree of these cartons to 
the large carton--all ca refully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply ot 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage a nd handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full lime workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571. 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 25, 1932 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate eon~rrei'ations 

lldvertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preAchers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1605 s. Trlm· 
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER. COLORADO 802.2S 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door' 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CHA.THA.ltlo N. J,. Fairmount and Souther.n 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2"01-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relativea or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA.Y .A.RBA. SCHOOL OF P\R.EA.CHING 
11800 DubliD Road 

PleaaantoD, Callfo~ 941586 
James W. Fer~.:uson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd.. Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a. Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper. 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 E. MorgaD A.ve •• 
U.S. 400 En11t OppoRite K-Mnrt. Office 47"1· 
~2n. DobbJ" Wnde. MID. 4'16-40ts6. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l'arc stnff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fits. If interested, rontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427-S485. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ROLL YWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

MINISTER wanted: Bitburg Germany Church of Christ 
needs a minister to help carry on a German work and 
preach 75% of time to military community. Full time 
support available by congregation. Position available 
November 1982. Previous experience under elders de
sired but not mandatory. Contact: Charles 0. Allen, 
52 AGS, Box 3626, APO NY, NY 09123. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
limes and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 

Seeking small congregation without regular minister 
with desire and potential for growth. Must have ap
proximately one-half minister's support. We can fur
nish minister, plus one-half his support. If Interested 
and within 500 miles of St. Louis, Missouri and not 
more than 100 miles north of area, please write 
Church of Christ, Post Office Box 13205, St. Louis, 
MO. 63157. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E. •• 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
PREACHER WANTED: Mature man who is committed 
to spreading God's Word in the northeast. Position 
available after April 1, 1982. Congregation self
sufficient. Send resume and names of three references 
to Church of Christ, 123 Derrick City Road, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania 16701. Attention: William Nichols. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 
YUltiA, ARIZ., G51 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-8750 
MATURE PREACHER with fifteen years experience 
preaching available June 1st, 1982. Served last ten years 
as deacon, elder, Educational Director, teacher and per· 
sonal worker while working In the secular field. Refer
ences furnished upon request. Ready to work with a 
congregation from 100 to 250 membership. Call 1-505 
869-2000 or write: E. A. (Arvla) Willingham, Rt. 3, Box 
842, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732·5105. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
;--;~\e6• John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

WANTED: Evangelistically-minded youth minister to 
work with approximately 50 junior high and high 
school people. Additional experience in areas such as 
education and personal work would be most helpful. 
Send resume to Jack Harris, c/o Brooks Avenue church 
of Christ, 700 Brooks Avenue, Raleigh, N.C. 27607. 
Wanted: CONGREGATIONS INTERESTED IN SUPPORT
ING U.S. MISSION AREA. The church of Christ in 
Brattleboro, Vermont needs support for obtaining a 
full time minister. The congregation Is 2S In attendance 
and can provide a home and utilities. For a history 
of the work and goals write to: church of Christ, 75 
Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vt. 05301. 
MINISTER WANTED: Small, mission congregation on 
Long Island needs experienced preacher. Should be 
married, experienced in counseling, and with strong 
evangelistic out-look. Home and partial salary available. 
Send resume to: Patchogue Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
548, Patchogue, NY 11772. 
WANTED PREACHER for northern Illinois church. Send 
resume to George Graves, 1114 Allen St., Belvidere, IL 
61008 or call 81S-547-7333 after 6 pm. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anitcipate 
filling this position in Summer months, but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature, and be able to provide 
good references. Please send resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-226-2310. 
Minister desires to relocate with free grace-oriented 
congregation in Midwest or Northeast, preferably in or 
near a large population center. I am 33, married, and 
possess advanced degree in biblical studies. Phone 
(309) 699-2465. 
BEC, BORROW, OR BUY: I need old songbooks. 
Paperbacks or hardbacks. Any condition, publisher, or 
date. History is important. I would also like to cor
respond with writers who want to publish. Stephen 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

PREACHER NEEDED with mmtmum 5 years. full time 
experience. Send resul":''e to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL MAN for our 
"Titus" program. He must be: married, late 20's, early 
30's, want to serve the Lord. This is a unique "on the 
job" training program for potential full-time workers. 
Work with youth experience helpful. Inquire: Elders, 
Fritch Church of Christ, Box 298, Fritch, Tx. 79036, 
(806) 857-3561. 
WANTED: WOMEN'S COUNSELOR to work with Cam
pus Ministry on Lamar University campus. Experience 
preferred but not necessary. Send education back
ground and resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED, experienced in Youth 
Ministry, with ability to work in Education Ministry or 
other areas. Congregation of 300 members in urban 
area. Send resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 

SEE AND HEAR REUEL LEMMONS 
In your congregation! Great lectures on leadership 
now available on Y1 inch video tape. Write for details. 
CVS, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539 (805 942-4459). 
Minister wanted with preaching, evangelistic and bus 
ministry experience. Send resume to jerry Rudkins, 
c/o Indiana Avenue Church of Christ, 800 North In
diana Avenue, Bloomington, IN 47401, or call 812/ 
876-2623. 
Local evangelist desired for congregation located near 
the campus of Tennessee Tech University. Send resume 
with list of references to Elders, Collegeside Church 
of Christ, 252 E. 9th Street, Cookeville, Tennessee 
38501. . ' 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
For sale by owner: Dry Cleaners and Shirt Laundry In 
beautiful Laramie, Wyoming. Located in new shopping 
center between Safeway and Pay-N-Save Drug Store. 
Finest Equipment. Potential unlimited. Owner will 
finance and train. Write: Owner, 1420 Thomes, Lara
mie, Wyoming, 82070 or call: 1-307-742-6847 after 
6:00P.M. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODAnONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40. 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 

INVBSTIGA.TIDI The Firm. FoUDdaUoD 
trle. to screea AdvertlaiDg, ADd wiD Dot 
kDowlugly take questlounble ndverti•IDg• 
But lt Is the reade~s reapoualbllltF to ID• 
vestlgnte. Like DD7 other pnper, we some• 
tlmea UDwfttlngl7 I'UD AD UDWOrth7' Ad. 
AJI the old saJ"IDg goes, before you IDvest. 
lllvestla'atel 

39TH PEPPERDINE LECTURESHIP 
In my estimation no lectu.reship has 

ever been more spiritual nor more loyal 
to God's Word than was the 39th An
nual lectureship at Pepperdine Univer
sity which closed Friday night April 23rd. 
P.O. Box 67, Rosemead, CA. 91770 

Stanley E. Sayers, Duncan, Oklahoma: 
Among speaking engagements for this 
year are Wynnewood, Oklahoma (April 
7); Eufaula, Oklahoma (August 8 through. 
18); Kensington Park in Kansas City, Kan
sas (September 1 0-12). I have time open · 
for more meetings and speaking engage- . 
ments in Christian Evidences. Am work-· 
ing under the oversight of the Westside 
eldership here in Duncan where we are 
now in our fifteenth year. 

WANTED: 
Two custodial-maintenance 
openings ~at York College. 

Husband-wife combination 
possible if interested. 

To begin Fall '82. 
For more information contact 
York College Business Office 

York, Nebraska 68467 
or call (402) 362-4441 
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Finally. 
Prolife l~lation that can be passed 

by Congress ... with your help. 
It 's called the Hatch Amendment. It 's the first prolife 
amendment to be approved by a committee of either 
ho use o f Congress in nearly I 0 yea rs. And it could 
fi nally help put an e nd to the daily destruction 
o f 4.100 lives thro ugh abo tion. With your help. 

About the Hatch Amendment. Introduced by 
Senator O rrin Hatch ( R-Utah), the Constitutio nal 
amendment is a needed step in the right di rec
t ion. It would nullify the "right to abortion" 
created by the Supreme Court in 1973. It 
wo uld autho rize the Congress and the states 
to res trict and prohibit abortion. A nd it 
would assure that a sta te could e nact 
and enforce laws mo re pro tective 
o f unborn life than the laws en-
acted by Congress. 

It says: "A right to abortio n is not 
secured by this Constitution. The 
Congress and the several states 
shall have co ncurre nt power to 
res trict and prohibit abortion ; pro
VIded that a provisio n of a law n.f 
a State which is mo re restrictive 
than a conn ict ing provision of a 
law of Congress shall govern." 

Who Supports It. Today, the Hatch 
Amendment is supported by the two 
larges t natio nal prolife o rganiza tio ns, 
the Natio nal Right to Life Committee. 
representing nearly every major non
deno minatio nal prolife group in every sta te, 
and the Nat ional Committee for a Human Life 
Amendment , as well as the Nat ional Associatio n 
o f Evangelicals, Lutherans for Li fe, Baptists for 
Life and the Moral Majority. 
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PLEASE ACT NOW! 
Today, pick up your pen and write your senators. Tell them 
you're opposed to legal abort ion on demand. Tell them 
you' re opposed to any weakening of the bill . And tell them 
to vote for the Hatch Amendment. 

Who are your senators and what are their records 
on abortion? 

Supports Legal 
Protection For Unborn 

John Tower NO 

Lloyd Bentsen Undecided 

Write to your senators at : 

Suppons Ending 
Fed. Abortion Funding 

NO 

YES 

Senate Office Building, Washington. D.C. 205 I 0. 

Rev. Jerry Fa lwell says, " Believe it or no t , we are the first 
civiliza tion in history to legalize abortio n in the late 

months o f pregnan cy. S ince God is the source of li fe, 
no one.should have the authority to secure an 

abo rtio n on demand." 

John Waddey, di rector, Prolife Ministe ries, says, 
"Abo rtio n is shedding innocent blood. " 

Rev. Jesse Jackson says, " If o ne accepts the 
position that life is private, and therefo re you 
have the right to do with it as yo u p lease, one 
must also accept the co nclusio n of that logic. 

That was the pre mise o f slavery." 

And Rev. Adrian Rogers. president of the 
So uthern Baptist Conventio n. says. 
" the Conventio n rea ffi rms the view 

of the Scripture o f the sacredness 
and dignity of all human li fe, born 
and unborn . .. and we favo r appro

pria te legislation and/o r a 
co nstituti o nal amendment p ro
hibi t ing abortio n except to save 

the life of the mother." 

What You Must Do. The Hatch 
Amendment has a chance. The 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved it o n March I 0 . And 
debate in the full Senate could 

begin within a few weeks. 

Thus, if yo u are as committed 
as we th ink yo u are to fu ll legal 

recognition of the right to life of 
the unbo rn child ... if you want to help put 

an end to the taking o f 1.5 millio n lives each 
year. . . then now is the t ime to ac t. 

---------------------------PLEASE SEN D US THIS COU PON TODAY! 

Mail to : Nat!. Committee fo r a Human Li fe Amendment 
1707 L Street , N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Friends: 
I want to help stop the destruction. 
_ I'll write to my senato r(s). 
_) want to be kept informed about your prolife 

efforts. 

Name ___________________________________ _ 

Address ------------------------------------
Cit y• ________________ State ___ Zip----

L--------------------------
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THE STERLING SILVER ANNIVERSARY celebration climaxed 
Lubbock Christian College's observance of its first 25 years. 
Major General Bruce Brown (left) is being introduced as the 
commencement speaker for the 1982 graduating class at com
mencement exercises. 
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~Jiloria/ 

The Prophetic Ministry of Elders 
jesus has so structured his church that the capacity 

and ability t9 make the congregation grow rests in the 
elders and not in the preacher. This fact is being almost 
universally ig·nored. Most elders do not even consider 
themselves a~·prophets, but they are. 

Most elders .look upon their job as that of a manager, 
an administrator, or a supervisor, when in reality their 
role is that of a leader. The two are not the same func
tion. Managing and administrating are the functions of 
maintaining an established order in such a way as to 
make it operate efficiently and to preserve and even 
multiply .its· assets. A leader is one who goes on and 
points the way for others to follow. We have come to 
look on the work of elders as that of managers rather 
than leaders, and while they call themselves leaders they 
actually function as managers. 

The result is that the church is suffering from a lack 
of leadership. Manag~rship can be delegated. leader
ship cannot. When elders settle into a managership role 
we find them doing the work of deacons. Managership 
provides people with a safe haven within which to oper
ate-continuous regeneration is absolutely essential for 
the service of the church. 

The raw use of power will probably always be with 
us, but it is a tragedy. Power corrupts the minds of those 
who possess it, and they think of themselves as com
manders and not as servants. Its fruit is arrogance rather 
than humility. An elder should look upon his job as an 
opportunity to serve rather than an opportunity to wield 
power. The very fact that the church has a plurality of 
elders insures against the corruption of power. No man 
should undertake the power-wielding role alone, lest he 
be corrupted into thinking that he cannot rule unless he 
has a firm grip on power. 

What the church desperately needs is more and better 
teaching; not more and better rulership. We would call 
attention to the prophetic ministry of elders .. Most of our 
troubles spring from our ignorance rather than our de
pravity. If we knew more we would do better. To what 
better source could we go for our knowledge than to 
our elders? By the time one has developed the qualities 
of an elder he has absorbed a wealth of knowledge. 
From his storehouse the rest of us can draw. 

Our ignorance ·in the present moment on any subject 
may be admitted without embarrassment, but continued 
ignorance is inexcusable. It is permissible for the short 
term only. Sooner or later it is assumed that we will 
know more and do better. Someone must teach us. It is 
our thesis that np obligation of an elder is more heavy 
than his prophetic ministry. 

Too much Christian growth is left up to chance, and 
too many changes are the result of circumstance rather 
than wise guidance. If we have chaos in the churches it 
is because someone has neglected the prophetic min-
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istry. When no over-riding moral principles are laid 
down to guide immature Christians a chaotic lawless
ness results. If elders are fundamentally incapable of 
leading by teaching, strife and division invariably fol
low. Untaught people become the manipulated victims 
of man's insatiable lust for power, and always are driven 
rather than led. 

Obviously, what is needed is a better taught people. 
We have developed and finely honed our ability to 
criticize the work of others. Our own power and crea
tivity have been neglected. Who is better qualified to 
teach us than our elders? The Bible has plenty to say 
about the necessity of teaching qualities in elders. There 
is no substitute for a teaching elder who loves his sub
ject and who excites the interest of those whom he 
teaches. 

If a great university is simply an excellent teacher on 
one end of a log and a dedicated student on the other, 
a great church is simply a devoted teaching elder on one 
end of the bench and a willing-to-be-led Christian on 
the other. 

The future is bleak and uncertain, but we believe that 
whatever problems the church must eventually face we 
will find some way to handle, at least to the point where 
saints are no worse off than we are today-and our lot 
will probably be a great deal better. The prophetic 
ministry of elders is God ordained, and we do not dare 
neglect it. 

It is probably true that elders, like parents, have de
cided that we have an organized Bible school, and if we 
supervise that we will be discharging our prophetic duty. 
This is a sad mistake. There is no substitute for an elder's 
teaching duties. Someone can no more do it for him 
than they can go to heaven for him. like all the rest of 
an elder's obligations, his prophetic ministry must be 
personally performed. 

It is a step in the wrong direction to vest the teaching 
responsibilities in one man in the pulpit. It is doubly 
tragic when he whose mission is no preach the gospel 
to the lost is shut in to the task of doing all the teach
ing for the church. This is not his work. God set in the 
church first apostles, and then evangelists, and then 
pastors ·and .teachers. Their ministrations are not inter
changable. An elder cannot discharge his prophetic 
ministry by hiring a sheep feeder to take his place. 

We would suggest as a cure for many of our knotty 
problems a plurality of elders in every congregation who 
were more aware of their prophetic ministry than they 
are of their rulership role. jesus was the world's greatest 
leader because he was the world's greatest teacher. 
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HOLD-OUTS 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

The hold-out of Fernando Valenzuela, famous rookie pitch
ing phenom, brings to mind what a famous Canadian athletic 
coach, Ace Percival said: "Most people, athletes as well as 
non-athletes are hold-outs. They are always keeping some
thing back. They do not invest themselves fully in the game. 
They either haven't made up their minds, or they are dis
tracted by side lines or they are not fully converted, but in 
any event their hearts are not one hundred percent in what 
they are doing, and consequently they become hold-outs." 
These people never achieve the high rewards intended for 
them, for when they hold out on life, life holds out on them. 
Most people do not fail because they lack ability. They fail 
because they have too many interests and too many reserva
tions. They live life with their fingers crossed, whereas the 
greatest rewards are reserved for those who "shoot the 
works" ·in one place. The big prizes in life go to a fortunate 
group of people who become absorbed in what they are 
doing. They get absolutely enthralled about it. They throw 
themselves into their work with a reckless abandon. They 
hold back nothing. 

We are absolutely invincible when we are selling our 
hobby. The thing which we love and believe in whole heart
edly we do on a one hundred percent basis. We must rid our 
minds of the thought that success or greatness comes by 
chances or as a gift. Greatness comes only to men who work 
with their hearts. To them nothing is impossible. Nothing can 
stop them. It has been said that even the devil doesn't at
tack when one has his heart in his work. It is then that one is 
in the pink of condition, whereas the devil always does his 
best work when one is half-hearted or discouraged. 

Carl Erskine, the famous Brooklyn pitcher, said, "I never 
pray to win. I just pray to be in my best form." What a tre
mendous idea for every Christian .. Just think what you could 
accomplish if you were in your best form. Think of yourself 
on the day when you were at your peak, when every ele
ment in your personality was firing with full power. You had 
thrown away all reservations and gave everything you had. 
You went into the job with all of your power turned on, and 
that day you were magnificent. Just suppose you were that 
way all the time. And why not? When men live without 
reservation they develop power beyond their natural abilities. 
Such men then want to work forty hours a week between 
Monday morning and Wednesday night. Men who love their 
work take full advantage of every opportunity. It is said that 
one of the reasons that most people don't recognize oppor
tunity is that it usually goes around disguised as hard work. 
But that is where our greatest opportunity is. One cannot win 
his place in the sun if he is averse to going out in the rain. 

Industry and devotion make all things easy. Sloth makes 
all things difficult. Failure is the only thing that can be 
achieved without effort. The best way to make one's dreams 
come true is to wake up. A prize fighter in the ring with Jack 
Dempsey once complained to the referee that Dempsey had 
hit him when he wasn't looking. The referee said, "No one 
has the right to be in the ring with Jack Dempsey if he 
doesn't pay attention." 

Mediocrity is a sin. "Average~' is only half way between 
something and nothing. Some one has said, "When you are 
average you're the best of the lousiest and the lousiest of the 
best." Too many "soul-winners" belong to the CIO. That is, 
they Call Indifferently Occasionally. If we are small in this 
business of saving souls, it is only because we refuse to ex
pose ourselves to the things that will make us big. The future 
is not in the hands of fate. It is in our hands. And we will 
"get the ship into port" if we invest ourselves fully in our 
task, then take a grip on the job with both hands. Everyone's 
work is strangely impotent when his heart is not in his job, 
or when he tries to do his work with one hand. When you 
hold out on life, life will hold out on you. When you hold 
out on the business of saving souls, that business will hold 
out on your satisfaction and happiness. A Christian who in
sists on talking about Christ only occasionally is like the 
swimmer who just puts his toe into the water. He never has 
any real happiness and he never· gets any place. To such a 
one, the water is always icy cold, for then one has lost the 
spirit. When one goes swimming or gets into the soul saving 
business (or anything else), he should get into it all over 
more than anything else. Don't be a hold out! 

This is a great business and we work for a great company 
with a solid gold product. Our opportunities should fill us 
with pride and enthusiasm and cause us to throw away all of 
our crutches and alibis and "get on the ball." Just suppose we 
weren't allowed to participate in the great game of life. 

The following is a story that should start your blood 
circulating. A great baseball played developed cancer. He 
was told by the doctor that he would not live very much 
longer. Then one morning they found him dead, but on a 
little table by his bed written in pencil, were these lines 
which someone has called: 

THE GAME GUY'S PRAYER 

"The doctor knows what his trained eyes see, 
And he says it's the last of the ninth for me; 
One more swing as the clouds look dark 
And I must leave this noisy park. 
Twas a glorious "game from the opening ball 
Good plays, bad plays, thrills pell-mell, 
The speed of it burned my tears away 
But I thank God th~t he let me play." 

We are only going to live once, and the greatest thrills 
go to him who swings and runs and thinks with all he's got. 
Grantland Rice, the late dean of sports writers was the one 
who wrote the poem we have all seen in so many gym
nasiums: 

"When the great scorer comes 
To mark against your name, 
He'll not write won or lost 
But how you played the game." 

Life is a great experience when we do not hold back. The 
greatest profanity is to fling back into the face of the Cr~ator 
a life that has been only half lived. Life can be very disap
pointing inasmuch as it gives back whatever ~e put into ~t. 
Every day is a judgment day. When the game IS over we Will 
find that the greatest disappointment is to have disappointed 
ourselves. 

Casey was the only man who became famous by striking 
out. 

4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 

3 [339] 



THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Sufferings of Christ 
O.H.TABOR 

However broad the theme of the sufferings of Christ in life 
and death may be in its relation to the problems of the uni
verse itself we know it reaches down to the level .of the 
lowliest among fallen men. It is said that he, who suffered 
and died, learned or entered, experimentally into, obedience 
through the things which he suffered (Heb. 5:8; Phil. 2:8). 
Also strangely indeed, he was made perfect through suffer
ing (Heb. 2:10). 

Christ endured sufferings due to his character. He was born 
into a world lost in ·the worst kinds of sins. His righteous 
life was so pure and holy and those around him so wicked. 
If the righteous man, lot, was vexed by seeing and hearing 
the sinful deeds of the people of his day (2 Pet. 2:8), Christ 
must have felt great distress in the midst of the moral cor
ruption of his day. The spotless Son of God suffered more 
than we can ever know yet there was no saving value that 
parallels with the sufferings in his death. Paul argues that in 
one instance, the unique purity of his holy nature was of
fended yet preserved in the midst of surroundings evil. In 
another instance, he took the sinner's place and was himself, 
"made sin" even he who knew no sin (2 Cor. 5:21). Much 
that evil men and Satan threw against him in his lifetime was 
because of his holy character. He said to his disciples, "If the 
world hate you, you know that it hated me before it hated 
you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own." 

Christ endured and suffered because of his compassion for 
others. Christ was the manifestation of his Father (John 1 :18). 
David said, "like as a father pitieth his children, so the lord 
pitieth them that are his" (Ps. 103:13). All his miracles of 
healing and restoration were prompted by his compassion 
and many times it is said, "He had compassion on them." 
The beautiful text of Isaiah fifty three, is a wonderful com
posite of Christ's life and death sufferings. 

Christ endured sufferings due to the anticipation of the 
cross which constantly stood before him. In a forward look 
one time he said, "For this cause come I unto this hour'' 
(John 12:27). The cup to be emptied at the first Lord's Sup
per and the sufferings of Gethsemane, all belong to his suf
ferings in anticipation. C. H. Mackintosh makes this observa
tion regarding the sufferings as Christ anticipated the cross. 
"We find the dark shadow of the cross casting itself athwart 
his path, and producing a very keen order of suffering as 
either his sufferrng for righteousness or his suffering by sym
pathy" (Lu. 22:39-44). From the day when Christ was cruci
fied until this present hour the centrality of the cross has 
been acknowledged by devout minds. However, to the un
believing Jew the cross is little more than a stumblingblock. 
To the unbelieving Gentile it is foolishness, but to those who 
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are called, both Jews and Gentiles, it is the power of God. 
James Denney says concerning the atonement: "It will be 
admitted by most Christians that if the atonement, quite apart 
from precise definitions of it, is anything to the mind, it is 
everything. It it the most profound of all truths, and the most 
recreative. It determines more than anything else our con
ceptions of God, of man, of history, and even of nature. 

No person can deny that the great crime of all ages was 
the death of the Son of God on Calvary, yet, we are not to 
dwell upon the physical aspects of that death and discover 
nothing beyond the bodily anguish which was his. This is 
what transubstantiation and the use of images provide, for 
these emphasize the crime of the crucifixion and are void of 
the "glory of the Cross." As one points out, "There was a 
tragedy in the crucifixion which none should minimize, but 
it is not the ground of redemption. God is not basing his 
immeasurable love-gift on the supreme crime of all crimes. 
He bases it upon the sublime truth that he so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son to be his own provided 
Sacrificial lamb. Christ was God's lamb-not Pilate's. God 
provided the redeeming blood-not Caiaphas. One may ask, 
who put Christ to death? 

Strange as it may seem, the Scriptures assign both a human 
and a divine responsibility for Christ's death-not a coopera
tion or partnership, for each is treated in its own sphere as 
wholly answerable. Eight individuals or groups are held re
sponsible: Herod, Pontious Pilate, Gentiles and Jews are men
tioned in Acts 4:27-28. The fifth one was Satan for in the 
beginning it is said that "he would bruise his heel" (Gen. 
3:16). The last three are the heavenly Beings, pledged to 
come to the rescue of the fallen race. 

There is ·no place in history where the Divine sovereignty 
and human responsibility or free will, come into more justa
position than they do in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The 
death of Christ was so predetermined that God takes all re
sponsibility for it, for it is written "God will provide himself 
a Lamb" (Gen 22:8). "Behold the Lamb of God!" (John 1 :29). 
"Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God" (Acts 2:23). "God so loved ... he gave 
his only begotten Son" (John 3:16). 

One Scripture in particular would see to reveal the action 
of the Holy Spirit in the sufferings and death of Christ. "How 
much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 
our conscience from acts that lead to death, so that we might 
serve the living God" (Heb. 9:14)! 

Human hands inflicted physical punishment and death 
upon Jesus, but only God can "Lay on him the iniquity of 
us all." The Triune God is the Savior of mankind who believe. 
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Follow Your "Knows" NELSON SMITH 

The title for this article is, of course, 
a play on words. Sometimes, in asking 
directions as to how to find a certain 
place, the somewhat flippant advice is 
given, "just follow your nose." To make 
an even more atrocious ·pun, in giving 
advice in the plural one might tell them 
to follow· their "gnosis" (a Greek word 
for knowledge). Seriously, I am con
vinced that if we are to get to heaven 
we must follow the "knows" set forth in 
the first epistle of John. 

This epistle might well be called the 
epistle of certainty, of assurance, of 
knowledge. The word "know" (or some 
form of it such as knew or known) is 
used more than 35 times in this short 
letter of only 1 OS verses. John must 
have been "positive" concerning what 
he was writing. We do not have time in 
this article to follow all the "knows" of 
first John so we confine ourselves to a 
select section in the third chapter. 

"We KNOW (all caps mine, ns) that 
we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye KNOW that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him. Hereby perceive (the new King 
James says 'know') we know the love 
of God, because he laid down his life 
for us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. But whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? My little children, let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue; but in 
deed and in truth. And hereby we 
KNOW that we are of the truth, and 
shall assure our hearts before him" (1 
John 3:14-19). 

In this passage John speaks of the cer
tanty one may have concerning his sal
vation. Not the "once saved, always 
saved" variety, but that of which we 
may be assured IF "we hold the begin
ning of our confidence stedfast unto 
the end;" (Heb. 3:14). John does not 
say we "think" or "feel" or "hope" we 
are saved: he says we KNOW we have 
passed from death unto life. John's 
knowledge of salvation is a conditional 
knowledge: "because (if) we love the 
brethren." In the following verses the 
apostle makes it abundantly clear that 
IF we do NOT love the brethren, we are 
murderers and still abiding in death! 
We can, then, definitely know that we 
lost just as we can know definitely that 
we are saved! 

But notice also that John says "be
cause we love THE brethren." We love 
11the brethren" not "certain brethren." 
How clearly the Bible teaches that we 
are to "do nothing by partiality" (1 Tim. 
5:21). Our love (agape) is not modelled 
after God's unless we love all alike. 
Jesus said that the Father "maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the 

unjust" (Mat. 5:45). In other words, he 
loves the good and bad alike in such 
things. Even Erich Fromm, the noted 
psychoanalyst (and an atheist at that!) 
says that agape puts "no difference be
tween a total stranger and one's own 
family." And Dr. Fromm was talking 
about "thou shalt love they neighbor as 
thyself." Admittedly, it is easier to love 
some brethren than it is to love others 
but we should not allow this to extend 
beyond the fondness and affection we 
may feel for some whose character has 
called out this "feeling" in us. But God 
is not asking us to "feel" toward all men 
alike: he is asking us to conduct our
selves toward all alike just as he does in 
the "sun and rain" frame of reference. 

Someone may object and point out 
that they have been 11buried" in bap
tism and have arisen to walk in newness 
of life." Have we not been "baptized 
into Christ" and are therefore in him? 
Ah, yes! That is the purpose of baptism 
but one may "be in Christ" and Christ 
not "in him." Was not this the case of 
laodicea? Paul salutes the 11brethren in 
laodicae" and acknowleges that there 
is a "church" there (Col. 4:15, 16). No 
doubt, therefore, about these "breth
ren" being in Christ. But was Christ in 
them? The Holy Spirit had John write to 
these brethren and tell them that he 
was "on the outside wanting to get in!" 
If that is not true then the following has 
no meaning: 

"Behold, I (Christ) stand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he 
with Me." (Rev. 3:20). 

Paul wrote to the Corinthian brethren, 
a church that "came behind in no gift" 
and urged them to "examine them
selves, whether they be in the faith ... 
whether or not Christ WAS IN THEM!" 
(2 Cor. 13:5) These scriptures should 
keep us from being lulled into a false 
sense of security simply because we 
have been 11immersed for the remis
sion sins." Don't read into that any be
littling of baptism. 11Baptism doth now 
SAVE us" (I Pet. 3:21) and we cannot be 
saved without it. But let all of us who 
have been baptized make the same 
examination as those Corinthians who 
had 11 heard, believed and were bap
tized" (Acts 18:8) were challenged to 
make! 

Another of John's "knows" is 11Here
by KNOW we love ... " (1 John 3:16). 
This is the rendering of the New King 
James Version is undoubtedly correct. 
Note that the King James Version has 
'of God' in italics, indicating that 'of 
God' does not belong there. No doubt 
the love of God is included, and is our 
model, but that love must include all 
men, even our enemies. But how is it, 
John, that we can ''perceive" or know 
this love? We see it in Jesus laying down 
his life for us. From this example John 
reasons that "we OUGHT to lay down 
our lives for the brethren." This is not 

necessarily martyrdom. In fact, in the 
context martyrdom is not even hinted 
at. It simply means to make the lives of 
our brethren as important to us as our 
own. It is as simple as a can of pork
and-beans! 11Whoso hath this world's 
good and seeth his brother in need and 
does not share with him, the love of 
God does not dwell in him!" 

"Hereby KNOW we love!" This is 
not an abstract, theoretical, philosophi
cal, metaphysical knowledge of love; 
not merely a knowleg;J~ of the Greek 
words we have trans Ia·, .!d by the word 
love: it is an attitude resulting in action! 
Note how simple John makes it: have 
good-see need-do nothing-no love! 

James puts this in the framework of 
faith. He insists 

"If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled; notwith
standing ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body, 
what doth it profit? Even so faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone." (James 2:15-17) 

Paul brings John and James together by 
telilng us that it is "faith working by 
love that avails in Christ" (Gal. 5:6). 
Faith is the medium through which love 
works. "The word of God effectually 
works IN THE BELIEVER!" (1 Thes. 2:13). 
NO WORK-NO FAITH-NO lOVE
NO ETERNAl liFE! (1 john 4:8; john 
17:3). 

"This world's good" surely cannot be 
limited to clothes and food or merely 
material things although they are cer
tainly included. Note some of the "good 
things" Jesus did while he was on earth 
(Acts 10:38). " ... moved with compas
sion ... He began to teach them many 
things" (Mark 6:34). He practiced evan
gelism! He would have us do likewise. 
As Matthew records it, in the same 
situation he was also moved with com
passion and said to his disciples, "The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few; Pray ye therefore the 
lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest" (Mat. 
9:36-38). We haven't observed this too 
well. Not many have gone and the rest 
of us fail to adequately support the 
few that are willing to go. I wonder if 
we are not sub-consciously expressing 
our philosophy in the way we sing: 
"Send them forth." This is the "let 
George do it" philosophy. Why not 
"send us the sheaves to gather?" usend 
them with morn's first beaming" while 
we lie in bed asleep in Zion? Without 
this "going" or 11Supporting" I fear that 
we shall not 11Come with joy untold" 
but with "dismay unending!" Jesus not 
only taught; he "fed' 'and "healed." 
"What do we more than others"? Per
haps gripe, complain and criti,~i~e but 
not "as much as many others m the 
field of benevolence! 

The result of "sharing this world's 
good"? Of ''loving in deed and in 
truth?" "And hereby we know that we 
are of the truth, and shall assur~ our 
hearts before him" (1 John 3:19). It IS not 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The word "worship" means to give 
to a person of worth respect and honor. 
Normal people want to worship their 
Creator. The desire and ability to wor
ship human beings did not derive from 
evolving ancestors. Animals cann~t wo~
ship. People who do not worsh1p the1r 
Maker are perverts, descending to the 
bestial scale. Every right-thinking per
son responds with alacrity to the ad
monition, "Let us go unto the house 
of Jehovah" (Psalm 122:1). 

There is, however, a comparison be
tween mankind and animals: 

As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, 

So panteth my soul after thee, 0 God. 
My soul ttiirsteth for God, for the 

living God: 
When shall I come and appear before 

God? (Psalm 42:1-2.) 
The deer's physical thirst makes him 
seek water, and a man's spiritual thirst 
leads him with joy to "draw water out 
of the wells of salvation." 

A second similarity displays itself be
tween men and animals: 

Yea, the sparrow hath found her a 
house, · 

And the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, 

Even thine altars, 0 Jehovah of hosts, 
My King, and my God. (Psalm 84:3). 

The worshipper, away from the temple, 
was jealous of the birds who lived at 
the temple. He said he would like to live 
there too: 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of Jehovah; 

My heart and my flesh cry out unto 
the living God. (Psalm 84:2). 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house: 

They will be still praising thee. (Psalm 
84:4.) 

"Praising thee," then, is worship. It 
is the outgoing of the human spirit to
ward the Divine Spirit. It is an adoration 
for him who created and has preserved 
the worshipper. It is appreciation. It is 
a way of saying, "I am yours, and I love 
you." 

If worship is the rendition of respect 
and veneration and homage, intrinsical
ly, it is an emotion, a thought of the 
mind. In itself it is wholly internal. Ex
ternal, physical actions nearly always 
accompany worship. Historically, what a 
worshipper feels in his heart, he often 
tries to express outwardly, as a prostra
tion of his body. Indeed, the most 
used Hebrew word depicting worship 
(shahah) first means to bow down. 
When Abraham was buying a burial site 
for Sarah, he "bowed himself [shahah] 
to the people of the land, even -to the 
children of Heth" (Genesis 23:7). But 
the same word is employed to describe 
Abraham's inward bowing to jehovah 
in worship. When he told his servants 
to wait at the campsite, he said that he 
and Isaac would "go yonder; and we 
will worship [shahah], and come again 
to you" (Genesis 22:5). 

likewise. the most used Greek word 
for worship (proskuneo) first means 
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(without the prefix) to kiss. Ancient 
Persians, bowing down on their knees, 
sought to kiss the hand or foot or the 
hem of the robe of the king. Then the 
physical act of proskuneo was trans
ferred to the mental act of worship. The 
physical act is no longer remembered 
when one reads that "the true wor
shippers [proskunetai] shall worship 
[proskunesousin] the Father in spirit and 
in truth" (John 4:23). 

It is quite apparent that physical 
bowing (as the soldiers before Jesus in 
Pilate's court, Mark 15:19) and actual 
kissing (as Judas, Matthew 26:48), may 
be employed by hypocrites when no 
respect is in the heart. One can picture 
Ehud, with a sword strapped to his thigh 
under his robe, bowing and smiling be
fore King Eglon before he stabbed the 
king (Judges 3:14-23). Outward, physi
cal expressions of respect by themselves 
cannot be called reverence and worship. 
Unless there is an internal bowing down 
in the heart, there is no worship.· 

The essence of worship, then, is 
nothing outward. This writer in other 
years erred in speaking of "the five acts 
of worship." He did not understand the 
word. The fruit of the lips, singing, is 
not worship in itself, but it accompanies 
what is done in the heart (Hebrews 
13:15; I Corinthians 14:15). As long as 
men can honor God "with their lips," · 
but "their heart is far from God" (Mat
thew 15:8), so long is it true that wor
ship itself is purely internal. 

One uses hands and mouth in observ
ing the Lord's Supper, but the worship is 
in discerning and in being thankful for 
the Lord's wounded and bleeding body 
(I Corinthians 11 :29). Worship itself is 
purely mental. Some children, bussed in 
for a five o'clock Bible Story Hour at 
the Northwest Church in Oklahoma 
City, going into a class room where 
bread and fruit of the vine had been 
prepared for the night services, helped 
themselves to what was at h'and. ·what 
the children did externally, with hands 
and mouths, is exactly the same that 
worshippers do. The only difference is 
internal. 

As with singing, and as with the Lord's 
Supper, so with the other three acts of 
worship (as I formerly called them), 
nothing external alone is worship: the 
praying, the contribution, the Bible 
reading, So this writer learned to speak 
of five expressions of worship, or five 
actions that accompany worship. Final
ly he had learned "the quintessence of 
the essence" (a phrase borrowed from 
the late and beloved M. S. Mason) as 
to what worship really is. 

Abraham's servant, by a wellside out
side the city of Nahor. late one evening, 
stood worshipping. If you had been 
there, you would not have known it. He 
did not kneel; he did not raise a hand 
to heaven; his eyes were not closed; no 

words were uttered; his lips did not 
move; but he worshipped in his heart 

·as he spoke to God in fervent prayer 
(Genesis 24:25). Intrinsically then wor
ship is only thinking. It is a soul com
muning with the Father in heaven. 

11 All We Do Is Worship 
Of late this writer has heard voices 

showing more of a lack of information 
about the nature of worship than that 
of which he was in error in speaking 
of "the five acts of worship." It is that, 
since a Christian's life is not compart
mentalized into a religious as over 
against a secular area, and since every
thing he does is to glorify God (1 
Corinthians 10:31), therefore, these late 
voices conclude, all that we do is wor
ship. 

They confuse worship with service. 
Worship is service to God, and it is 
right to say that we go to worship ser
vices, but all service is not worship: 
plowing, guitar playing, eating ham
burgers, etc. Some apparently have been 
misled by some new translations that 
have removed the word "service" from 
Romans 12:1, and have inserted the 
word "worship" (RSV, NASV, NIV). It is 
true that in certain contexts the Greek 
word in Romans 12:1 (latreuo) is prop
erly rendered as worship (as in Romans 
9:4). But in itself the word only means 
serve, whether the service is toward 
God or men (cf. latris, a hired servant; 
latron, hire, pay). Sometimes the word 
refers to a lifetime of service to God 
(Acts 24:14; Hebrews 12:28), and the 
context of Romans 12:1 shows one's 
offering his body as a living sacrifice is 
a lifetime of service, not of meditation 
(which is what worship is). 

Worship is not continuous. Abraham 
climbed a mountain to worship on its 
summit, and then, after the worship, re
turned to his base camp at the foot of 
the mountain (Genesis 22:1-5). When 
David learned that his baby was dead, 
he bathed, changed clothes, and went 
into the house of jehovah, "and wor
shipped" (II Samuel 12:20). When he 
had worshipped, he returned home and 
ate a meal. Worship is not all that one 
does. It is punctuated by stop and go. 

Lack of information that worship in
trinsically is internal, vertical, and punc
tuated, caused a respected gospel 
preacher to say: 

Real worship is not something done 
in a building, but rather the giving 
of our lives as "living sacrifices," 
which Paul says is our "spiritual wor
ship" (Rom. 12:1). Our assemblies 
prepare us for worship. 

It is apparent that the new versions have 
misled the brother. With his new under
standing of Romans 12:1, there is no 
surprise that he would then ask: "Why 
do we call our meetings on Sunday, 
worship?" His misunderstanding would 
cause him to say that his bathing and 
shaving and driving to the assembly 
room were worship, but not what he did 
during the Sunday meeting. One with 
that viewpoint would not have written 
as did Luke about the Ethiopian officer 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Growing the Small Church (2) 
WILLIAM V. CLARY 

In most cases within this country small congregations are 
within an hour of two of one another. Yet, sadly, brethren 
have little if any knowledge of one another. What can be 
done to improve the fellowship locally and area-wide? 

A regularly scheduled time for congregational potluck is 
one excellent way and singing or visiting in each others' 
homes that day will be wonderful. If the congregation you 
attend is like most, most members have not been in each 
others' homes. Plan events to make this happen. Closeness 
will permeate the congregation as a result of these efforts. 

l.n our are.a we have a monthly men's breakfast at pre
scnbed locat1ons and usually ten or more congregations are 
~epresented. This has brought about an area fellowship that 
IS unparalleled anywhere. The efforts of small congregations 
meeting together resulted in an area-wide campaign and over 
100 souls were added by the lord to his church through bap
tism and over 100 were found and brought back home. No 
one would have dreamed this could happen until we learned 
to work together. Every congregation has grown because of 
this and unity is much more evident than at any time in the 
past. 

Sometimes we fail to think quality in doing the lord's 
work. All advertising, evangelistic programs, etc. should be 
of top quality. If not, then scrap the program. Brochures for 
meetings can be purchased from a printer at relatively in· 
expensive prices. They will be noticed and highly regarded 
by brethren everywhere. Being small is not a sin-thinking 
small certainly is! 

Often small congregations become victims of "freebeeitis." 
That is whatever is free we will take and never look toward 
becoming self-dependent. This is an unscripturat approach 
to New Testament Christianity and an insult to our lord. 

For example, a congregation had a mimeograph machine 
that Christopher Columbus used (sarcastically stated) for his 
newsletters and decided to update the printing equipment. 
They willingly donated it to a congregation that would take 
anything and purchased some supplies for them. 

The small congregation had a man come for a meeting 
that no one knew, he was coming free of charge, and printed 
invitations for the community. The quality of printing w\\s so 
poor that it became a laughing stock of the town. The ~peak
er was quite abrasive and the cause of Christ was set back a 
decade or more. The old adage of "You get whll-t you pay 
for" was certainly true in this case. Think positively and the 
congregation will grow. Think negatively and death will 
slowly come. 

A congregation agreed to send a man to a congregation 
if they wanted him to come as their full-time preacher. "We 
can get him for a song," one of the elders stated, "what do 
you think?" The man was hired and the congregation is 
exactly one-half the size it used to be. There is no hope of 
becoming self-supporting in the immediate future. Who is to 
blame? The only thing given freely that will aid us is God's 
grace! 

It is better to have only one major .. vent such as a meeting 
and do the planning properly than to have too many things 
happening and watch all fail. Recently a small congregation 
had a man that is well known through the brotherhood come 
and preach for them. They expended a good amount of 
money for advertising and brought a capable song leader 
from a nearby congregation to direct the singing at each 
service. The resulting attendance was that non-members out
numbered members at every sei'Vice excepting Sunday morn
ing. 

The lord's church is precious and a small congregation 
will grow when they do everything to the best of their 
ability. Quality has no substitute. 

Many congregations do not at present possess church 
buildings. For those who do not, please consider these re
marks. For those who do, perhaps you will stall benefit. 

It is this writer's considered opinion that every local con
gregation ought to meet in a church building as soon as pos
sible. This will give the indication to the community of a 
permanent establishment in town. The local congregation 
should make plans to be in a building soon if presently 
renting some facility. This will help planning for gospel meet
ings, youth rallies, singings, etc. 

Common sense should prevail when purchasing a building. 
One must learn to live within their income. location should 
be a prime consideration even more so than price. An ex
pensive building in a poor location is as bad as a cheap 
building in a good location. 

A congregation in Wisconsin recently purchased a building 
that with some major remodeling will make an attractive 
church building. While the cost is not great, they have made 
some favorable impressions by taking an old building in a 
good location and bringing it up to neighborhood standards. 
The community has been talking about them and as they 
see the "face lift" will become even more interested in the 
plea of New Testament Christianity. The building will be 
sufficient for several years and then they can move to larger 
facilities. 

On the other hand, a young preacher moved to a mission 
field where the church numbered 15 and was about one year 
old locally. He was told by his instructors in preparation that 
if there were not at least 500 meeting within two years he 
had failed. After five years of diligent work the congregation 
numbered about SO. 

The young man came all enthused and convinced the 
brethren that they would grow rapidly and they bought a fa
cility that would seat approximately 500. Think of the feeling 
of emptiness when the Christians assemble. Think of the 
costs for maintaining this stucture and the lack of funds avail
able for evangelism. 

Quality is a word that small congregations would do well 
to implant in their spiritual vocabulary. 

To be continued 

856 S. Slater, lincoln, ILL. 62656 
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The Meaning of Total Commitment ROBERT HACH 

Some controversy has arisen in recent 
years regarding use of the term "total 
commitment" to describe a Christ ian's 
responsibility to God. Though the term 
is not found in the Scriptures the con
cept certainly is and thus should be ex
plained from a Bibl ical perspective. 

The word " total " refe rs not to the 
quality o f one's comitment bu t rather 
to the extent of one's commitment. A 
Christian must be commited to the total 
word of God. Pau l declared "the w hole 
counsel o f God" because he didn't want 
to be gu ilty o f leading oth ers in to only 
a partia l obedience. Pari ta l obedience 
amounts to disobedience in that w hat 
one obeys does not substitute for what 
one habi tually refuses to obey. james 
states that "whoever keeps the whol e 
law, and yet stumbles at just one po int, 
is guilty o f breaking all of i t." j ames uses 
the word " law" here not in the sense of 
a legalistic system of self-justification, 
but rather in the sense of God's wil l as 
revealed in Scripture. The word "stum
bles" is used not in reference to mo
mentary weakness but rather a habitual 
refusa l to obey. In other words a ha
bitual refusal to obey any part of God's 
will makes one guilty of sin. So one 

must live in obedience to the totality 
of God's will as revealed through the 
word. Such obedience doesn't earn sal
vat ion but expresses faith in Christ. 

The word "commi tment" simi larly 
does not signify perfect performance, 
but rather re lates to intention. One's in
tention must be to obey the total word 
of God. Commi tment impli es making 
every effort, striving, dil igence. What is 
meant is a serious and earnest trying 
in one's daily li fe. All successful rela
tionships require commitment, whether 
marriages, friendships, business associa
tions, etc. If one or both parties in a 
relationship refuse to be committed, the 
relationship breaks down (witness the 
divorce rate). A marriage can succeed in 
sp ite of imperfections, shortcomings 
and fai lu res on the part of husband and 
wife but it cannot succeed without com
mitment on the part of both. In the same 
way one cannot have a relationship to 
God through Christ w ithout being com
mitted to him. God has comm itted him
self in send ing and sacrificing h is Son 
on our behalf. To have a relationship we 
must respond with the total commit
ment of our lives to him. 

(Con tinued on page 12) 

Pepperdine Rates High Among U.S. Colleges and Universities 
MAURICE C . HALL 

In the "New Yo rk Times Select ive 
Guide to Colleges," Edward B. Fiske who 
is the Education Edi tor o f th e "New York 
Times" has attempted to select "265 of 
the best and most interesting four-year 
inst itutions in the country-the ones 
that students in a buyer's market should 
know about ... and written essays of 
600 to 2,000 words about them." 

There are about 3,000 colleges and 
universities in the United States . . . 
" there are about 175 'selective' colleges 
and universities in the country. By and 
large these constitute the best institu
tions academically." 

The author inves ti gated academics, 
the student body, housing, food, social 
l ife and ex tracurr icular activities. 

We were pleased to note that Pep
perdin e University was listed in the "Se
lective Guide" and received an excellent 
write-up of abou t 1100 words in this 
impressive vo lume. 

The objective reporters said that "at 
first glance, Pepperdine University 
seems li ke a party goer's dream come 
true . . . the ca mpus is no thing short 
of spectacular ... Hollywood chose this 
beachparty backdrop as the set for 
TV's "Battle of the Network Stars." This 
Pacific paradise is actually one of the 
most conservative schools in southern 
California." 

The report continues ... " Pepper
d ine's affi liation w ith th e staunch ly 
~vangelica l Church o f Ch rist is apparent 
111 nearl y eve ry aspect of campus life. 
Students ... must take two religion 
courses and attend weekly chapel ser-
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vices. Campus residen ts endure strict 
prohibitions against drinking, dancing, 
and coed visitation in the dorms, and 
cigarette smoking is frowned on. Few 
students seem to mind though; in fact, 
most seem to l ike it." 

"Most undergraduates come from 
well-to-do, southern California families, 
many of them members of the Church 
of Christ or other evangelical groups. 
A lthough nearly a third of the students 
are minorities and foreign nationals, the 
remaining popu lation is rather homoge
nous. Intellectuals, partiers, social ac
tivists, gays and other non-conformist 
types will not find much company. 'We 
share a conservative ou tlook, politi cally, 
socially, and theologically,' says one 
st udent." 

With reference to academics the re
porters found that "Business, Communi
ca tions, Computer Science, and the li fe 
sciences are all strong departments. 
Athletic faci l ities are excellen t ... the 
weather is usually impeccable ... and 
the food is good .... " 

"Pepperdine offers a solid personal
ized education in an intimate smalltown 
atmosphere, and most students va lue it 
as much for its warmth as for its moral 
rectitude .... Students who perceive the 
college experience as one similar to 
'Animal House' may find Pepperdine 
unacceptable." 

Pepperdine was rated as a 3 star uni
versity. U.C.L.A. was also rated 3 star. 
The University of Oklahoma was rated 
1 star, at the lower extreme of the 5 
star rat ing system. 

The Problem of Sufferine 
ANCIL JENKINS 

Since man has been on the earth 
he has wrestl ed with the problem, "Why 
do we suffer?" The man set forth as an 
example of how to overcome suffering 
is job. Although the answer to man's 
~uestion is not found in any one place, 
111 th e book, much ligh t is shed to help 
us endure. 

job blamed the wrong person. " Pity 
me, pity me for the hand of the Lord 
has struck me" (Job 19:21). Because of 
the ci rcumstances, and h is erroneous 
assumptions, job, and his friends, 
thought God was th e one who sen t suf
fering. God, he assumed, only used it 
as pun ishment. In reality, the first two 
chapters of Job show that Satan is the 
cause of suffering. God only allows i t to 
come on man. The fact that the trial of 
our faith is lim ited, indicates that God 
loves man and intends for him to profit 
from suffering. 

job sought the right person for heal
ing. A lthough he did not know the 
right source, Job saw that God was his 
hope for healing. "Behold, how happy is 
the man whom God reproves .. .. For 
he in flicts pain, and gives relief; he 
wounds, but his hands heal" (Job 5:17-
18). If our sufferi ng is Divinely per
mitted, we should real ize that help is 
also Divine. True humility is our under
standing that we are helpless without 
God. Suffering teaches this lesson so 
wel l. 

Job saw th e ultimate result of suffer
ing. "But he knows the way I take; 
When he has tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold" (Job 23:1 0). N J suffering 
is ever p leasant. Yet the resu ts can be. 
There are lessons taught in the school 
of suffering that arc taught nowhere 
else. Job saw this and saw he wou ld be
come as precious as gold if he would 
endure the crucible. 

Why do we suffer? We may never 
know. Yet we again learn from job the 
lesson of trust. He said," .. . . though he 
slay me, yet wi ll I trust him" (Job 13:1 5). 
The answer to suffering is faith. We may 
not be all allowed to know "Why." Yet 
we ca n know w hy we bel ieve in God 
who knows "Why." 
1701 Gold Avenue S.E., Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 87106 

I was p leased to note the conserva
tive stance observed ... in mora ls, poli
tics and church affiliat ion and its aca
demic standing. After all, to be chosen 
as one of 265 to be included in the 
study was already an attainment, then 
to receive the excellent coverage, fa
vorable to what we supporters hold 
dear, was ici ng on the cake. 

Pepperdine's direction has been large
ly formu lated by Dr. Howard White, 
President and Dr. Norvel Young, Chan
cellor staunchly undergirded by an 
excellent board of trustees . facul ty and 
staff. 
810 Marpisoa Street, La Habra, Cali
fornia 90631 
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Sexual Revolution of the 80's Produces Shocking Statistics 
HOWARD HULETT 

Three-quarters of the teennage girls who became pregnant 
last year did so quite unintentionally. Of those 1.1 million 
pregnancies, thirty-eight percent (434,000) were resolved 
through abortion. 

The Alan Guttmacher Institute, an affiliate of the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America, Inc., reports that twelve 
million teenagers-seven million young men and five million 
young women-are now sexually active. And, if current 
trends are not reversed, four in 10 of today's 14-year-old girls 
will have one pregnancy and at least one abortion while still 
in their teens. 

"Soap operas are a potentially major force in the trans
mission of sexual information to the young," reports the 
journal of Communications. Rating twelve soap operas in the 
amount of sexual activity portrayed, the journal found that 
49 percent of the sexual intercourse suggested on these 
shows involved unmarried couples. General Hospital was 
voted the sexiest program, followed by Search for Tomorrow 
and Love of Life. Guess which program is the top-rated day
time serial? You guessed right if you named General Hos
pital, a big favorite with teenagers and college students. 

Now that soaps are prevalent during primetime with shows 
like Dallas, Flamingo Road and Dynasty, a young person can 
be exposed to sex from the time he gets up in the morning 
until he goes to bed at night. 

How can the young population not be affected by all this 
emphasis on sex? There is no way they can avoid it today. 
It confronts them on tv, in books and at the movies where a 
person well under age 17 can get into an R-rated movie 
rather easily. Curious minds and bodies are delving into 
areas neither is prepared to handle. Though contraceptive 
use among teens has been rising steadily, two-thirds of 
sexually active teenagers have never practiced contraception 
or have used a method only inconsistently. Most think they 
cannot get pregnant, an event, they are surprised to learn, is 
a mathemaical probability eventually. And though the experi
mentation with sex may have been fun initially, the reality 
of an unwanted pregnancy is a difficult problem for every
one concerned. 

Many girls confronted with an unwanted child immediately 
think of abortion. The number of these abortions obtained 
by teenagers has climbed from 256,000 in 1973 to 434,000 
in 1978. In states where a minor has to have parental per
mission to get her ears pierced, she can get an abortion with
out her parents ever knowing. 

For twenty years Smithlawn Maternity Home and Adoption 
Agency in lubbock, Texas, has been offering one solution to 
this growing problem of unwanted pregnancies. Operated by 
the Smithlawn Church of Christ as a non-profit organization, 
Smithlawn has been aiding unwed mothers through its pro
gram of confidential care and counseling. 

Smithlawn, one of the first cottage-style homes of its kind 
in the country, provides an informal environment for unwed 
mothers from all over the country. Most important, Smith
lawn offers an alternative to abortion-adoption. 

At Smithlawn a girl has the opportunity to live with peers 
in her condition, to discuss and share problems and concerns. 
Each girl makes her own decision about what is best for 
her and her baby. She can keep her baby if she chooses. 
She is also free to leave Smithlawn if she decides on another 
course of action. But Smithlawn has many loving families 
waiting, waiting for a baby they cannot have themselves. 

Smithlawn offers girls protection, sanctuary, medical care, 
understanding and spiritual encouragement during preg
nancy. It is in existence because Christians want to provide 
young ladies with a place to live in private while they choose 
what they want to do about their situation. 

Smithlawn is a licensed adoption agency with professional 
caseworkers who counsel the adoptive families and then keep 
in contact with them after they receive their baby. 

Smithlawn accepts expectant mothers of any race, creed, 
circumstance or locality. Girls at Smithlawn have a chance 
to be on their own, to learn how to care for themselves and 
to become more confident young women. Accredited school 
work is available without cost through the Special Educa
tion Department of the lubbock Public School System. Girls 
may take correspondence work (high school and college 
level) through the Texas Tech Continuing Education Depart
ment at parents' expense. 

Smithlawn is staffed by dedicated people who .care deeply 
about each girl and her own special problem, people who 
want to help each girl. A caseworker from the agency can be 
reached at any time, day or night, at the following number: 
(806) 745-2574. 

There are no clear answers to the questions and problems 
the sexual revolution of the 1980s is bringing into focus. It is 
evident, however, that these young people need our help. 
They need our communication and understanding. They need 
to feel that they belong to a family that cares for them. 

In our times of high divorce rates and an alarming number 
of mothers who have gone back to work out of necessity, it 
is hard for a family to stay together. Children are torn be
tween their parents. They are left at home without adult 
supervision. Children and teenagers especially are confused 
about their roles in society. What are they supposed to do 
about the way things are? What can they possibly do about 
conditions in the modern world? 

This future adult generation cannot act alone. It needs 
guidance and counseling to help it through a time of grow
ing up so that maybe it can do a better job of having grown 
than the present generation has done. 

One group of adults who wants to help are those folks at 
Smithlawn. If you know of someone who needs their help, 
please call the agency. Though the initial damage has been 
done, it is not too late for that young girl to lead a productive 
life, sure that she has given the world and a loving family 
the greatest gift she has to give-a part of herself. 

Box 6451, lubbock, TX 79413 
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CHURCH GROUP ACQUIRES 
CO LUMBIA ACADEMY 

In Columbia, Tenn. , forty-five miles 
south of Nashville, there was a school 
known as Columb ia Military Acad
emy and during the 1950's was among 
the most prominent of military schools 
in America. Columbia Military Academy 
was forced into phasing out the military 
part of the program and simply became 
Columbia Academy and a private co-ed 
school. 

Christian leaders of the comm unity 
were able to take it over and established 
it as a Christian schoo l by assuming a 
debt of $850,000.00 

The cam pus occupies 67 acres of lan d 
in the heart of Colu mbia. It has sixteen 
buildings, ath letic fie lds, 4 te nnis courts, 
gymnasium, as well as an impressive in
ventory of science and laboratory equip
ment and large, spacious libraries. 

Columbia Academy is curre nt ly ad
ministered by a thi rteen member board 
of directo rs, a ll faith ful members of the 
church. The school is projecting an e n
rollme nt of 41 5 for the 82-83 school 
yea r. Many of these chi ldren come from 
non-Christian ho mes. 

The schoo l needs financial he lp for the 
next three years. Mai l your check to 
Columbia Academy 1101 W. Seventh St., 
Columbia, Tennessee 38401. 

FIFTY YEARS OF PREACHING 
Robert lee Hagler 

Brothe r Cline Drake comple tes fifty 
years of preaching the gospe l. He 
preached his first sermo n for the Trinity 
Heights Church of Christ in Da llas, Texas 
in the latte r part of May, 1932. 

Brothe r Drake is schedu led to p reach 
for the church in Idalo u, Texas at the 
morning service on the first Lord 's d ay 
in june. He served this congregatio n for 
severa l years more than thi rty yeas ago. 
Following the service at Ida lou the re w ill 
be a receptio n fo r the Drakes from 2: 00 
to 5:00 P.M. at 825 South 18th Street in 
Slaton, Texas. 

So You Want 
To Preach? 
The complex condition of our world 
demands tha t preachers of the gospel have 
thorough prepara tion in order to teach ef
fectively. The world needs a host of 
preachers qualified and tra ined to assume 
these roles to b ring los t souls to the 
Sav ior. 

Harding's Christian Communications 
Program is a two-year preacher training 
school designed for men at least 21 years 
old who can benefit from this co mplete, 
quality proved program. Recent grad u

Bobby Parks 

ates a re serving as youth ministe rs, personal evangelism di rec
tors, prison evangelists, campa ign team workers a nd mis
sionaries as well as pulpi t evangelists. 

Write today for more information for the Fall registra tion. 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 
Joe D . Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 

For info rmation about the program, write Harding University, Station A, 

Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 o r call (501 ) 268-6161, ext. 290. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/ 535-1801 
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FOLLOW YOUR "KNOWS" 
(Continued from page 5) 

merely that we shall know the truth 
but that we are "Of th e truth ." John is 
talking about knowledge based on ex
perience: " If any man w il l do h is w i ll, 
he shall know ... " (John 7:17). We are 
to " prove in practice th at the p lan of 
God for us is good, meets all hi s de
mands and moves toward the goal of 
true maturity" (Rom. 12:2, Phillips). 
Knowing that we are "Of the truth" as
sures our hearts before him! "The 
Spirit beareth w itness w ith our spirit!" 
(Rom. 8:16). We are not left to guess, 
hope, wish or feel. Ours is not a psy
chological asssurance but assurance be
fore GOD! We "draw near (to God) w ith 
true heart in full assurance of fai th " ! 
(Heb. 10:22). M ere intellectual posses
sion of factual truth is not enough. " The 
devi ls believe and tremble!" (Jas. 2:19). 
We are not assured by "doctrine, sled
fastness, works, labor, mora lity, respect 
fo r apostolic authority, etc." Ephesus 
had all these yet the Lord was not happy 
w ith them. They had indeed "fallen" 
because the "love factor" was missing 
from their l ives! (Rev. 2:1-7}. "Remem
ber from whence thou art fallen" brings 
to mind " I beheld Satan as lightning fal l 
from heaven" (Luke 1 0:18). One cannot 
get any farther from God than not to 
love! 

Finally, j ohn is bold to declare, "We 
KNOW that he abideth in us, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us." (1 john 
3:24). Is this an echo of Acts 2:38; 5:32 
and John 7-37-39. John ind icates that 
we may KNOW of the "D ivine indwel l
ing" by the "keeping of his words" 
(John 14:23}. This is associated w ith the 
assurance that love gives for " This is the 
love of God, that we keep his command
ments: and his com mandments are not 
grievous" (I John 5:3). Fol low these 
" knows," brethren. They w ill lead us 
to heaven ! 
Rt. 1, Box 86-D, Chapel Hi ll, TN. 37034 

WORSHIP 
(Continued from page 6) 

going " to Jerusalem to worship" (Acts 
8:27) and then returned to Eth iopia. 

It is sti ll righ t to put signs in the au
ditorium, " Enter to worship; leave to 
serve." Worship is perpendicu lar- up to 
God; service is ho rizonta l-outstretched 
hands to help mankind. It is right to 
provide for one's fam il y, to rear ch i l
dren, to rel ieve the afflicted, to take a 
vacation (I Timothy 5:8, 10; Mark 6:31), 
but such actions are not worship. 
3400 Pleasant Dr., Midwest City, Okla. 
73110 

California Church Mergers 
and Incorporations 

13yron D. Groves. /\ ttorrwy 

60 1 N . Parkccnte r. Su i t<' 10 1. 
Santa ,\na. Ct\ 92705 

(71+ ) 5+1-5369 
11 Years l ~xpcricncc 

r~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~~~--~ 

~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ i 2Ull Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 S tock Plans R eady to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 ~ 
__ ._ _______ ..._....__..._... ___ . .._...._.__.._..~---._,..--..----~-

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Prog ram 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Calf: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214} 526-7715 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

fo1' Pt'eache·rs, Teachers, Pet'sonal W o·rkers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 



THE MEANING OF TOTAL 
COMMITMENT 

(Continued from page 8) 
Some fear that an emphasis on total 

commitment will result in legalism, 
whereby a person will trust in his com
mitment to earn his salvation, ra~her 
than in Christ. This need not be the 
case. Because I'm totally committed to 
my wife does not mean I feel I have 
earned or deserve her love. I will al
ways feel unworthy of her love but I 
will always be totally committed to her. 
Such is Jesus' teaching regarding our 
service to him in Luke 17:7-10. If one is 
taught a proper concept of God's grace 
then he will .not put his trust in his 
commitment but will rather express his 
trust through his commitment. Grace 
and commitment are complementary 
not contradictory concepts. Through a 
proper emphasis on both one will be 
kept from being either legalistically 
committed or legalistically complacent. 

An emphasis on total commitment 
does not imply that one falls away from 
grace every time he sins. John states the 
two conditions upon which one is con
tinually cleansed and kept pure from sin 
in 1 John 1:7-9. The two conditions are: 
(1) living a committed life ("if we walk 
in the light") and (2) openly admitting 
our failures ("if we confess our sins"). 
God does not demand what we cannot 
deliver. We cannot be perfect and if we 
could Jesus would not have had to die. 
However, we can be committed to him 
and confess our sins (both as expres
sions of our faith in God's power to 
strengthen and to forgive) and in his 
grace he accepts these in lieu of our 
perfection. 

Many problems among Christians re
sult from misunderstandings due to 
semantics. Miscommunication is always 
a threat to unity. As brothers in Christ, 
we owe one another a total commit
ment to both making ourselves clear in 
our communication and making sure we 
have understood what was being com
municated before drawing conclusions 
and making judgments. 
1802 W. Lincoln #2, Bozeman, Mon
tana, 59715 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED· 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITERJrrURE DEGREE 

1\dtfon Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
spedflc areas of instruction. 

~ Next enrollment-August 16, 1982 

~ &outbeastern jljiblital Jnstitute 
3545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (Atlanta) Georgia 30:540/404-458-7631/E. Dale McDimlel. Director 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

NEED TO BUILD? 
WAITING FOR LOWER COSTS? 

Now is probably the best time to finance and build that we have 
had in 2 years. 

NOW FINANCING 

AT 13.5% 

For complete details call or write: 

te~~~~~ ~ Church Finance 

3910 E. 51, Suite 10, Tulsa, OK 74135, Phone: 918-747-8868 
CALL TOLL FREE (Except from Oklahoma) 1-800-331-9152 

GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ••• D<? WE QUALIFY 1 

Please send FREE information. 
We need funds to build! . . . 100% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify ! 

~ ---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION---• 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 BELL · P.O. BOX 7648 

AMARILLO. TEXAS 791 09..()648 
(806) 352·5603 
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"Church Financing 
is our business" 
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1982 YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

"VICTORY IN JESUS" is the theme of 
the 1982 YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMP
MENT which will be j uly 25-30 in the 
setting of the beautifu l Yosem ite Na
tional Park, California. 

The family encampment began as a 
dream in the minds of .a few dedicated 
men over 40 years ago and now is en
joyed each year by thousands of Chris
tians across the United States, as we l l 
as several foreign countries. Last year, 
over 7000 Christian famil ies attended. 

Included on the speakers' and teach
ers' staff for the 1982 YOSEMITE FAMI 
LY ENCAMPMENT are CHARLES 
HODGE, MACK CRAIG, V. P. BLACK, 
DON GARDNER, CALVIN WORPULA, 
RUEB EL SHELLEY, JOE BARNETT, V. E. 
HOWARD, EDWIN WHITE, JACK EVANS, 
JOE JOHNSON, JOHN CLAYTON, NOR
MAN GIPSON, PHILLIP M ORRISON, J. j . 
TURNER, PAUL KING, HUGO McCORD, 
PAUL FAU LKNER, HAROLD PADEN, 
JEFF WALLING, JOHN BANKS, and 
HAROLD HAZELI P. 

Information about the encampment 
activities and reservations may be re
ceived by contact ing the Encampment 
Secretary, MRS. FLORENCE JO HNSTON, 
1509 S. W. 70th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 
731591 405-681-6087 • 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religi on, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn . 38117. 

Phone 
901 -683-1678 901-761 -1350 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ART LYNCH FAMILY GOING 
TO THAILAND 

the church in that coun try, having de
parted May 4. A product of Sunset 
School of preaching, Art has been 
preaching for the church at Sudan, Texas 
since 1975. The Lynch fami ly w ill be 
working in the city of Bankok. 

Art and judy Lynch and their two 
daughters Amy and Ann, are on their 
way to Thailand to assist the growth of 

Christian Communications Program 
Of Harding University 

• Two Years Training o'<-\'>\UNI C-t .,.10 
~c IIUI ...... I .... \IINI\ ~.r 

• Scholarships Available 
(lndud in)( IJEOG, 

• State Licensed 

• G I Bill Approved 
• Campus Housi ng Available 

• Exceptional Facilities 

• Accredited Faculty 
~Jf .......... -~~ 

• 185,000 volume Library t;; I 'H I A ltl Q 
~ l lfl \\()Rtl : 

• 1200 Periodicals 

• University Level Study 
ij :: 

• University credit available upon completion 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 
• 40-tourse Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jonu, Dir<elor 
Harding University, Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 

1981 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy " law book" tan buckram, the 1981 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be a n add ition to your library t hat will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what h appened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get your s 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

A few volumes for 1980 available at $10.00 

Please add lOo/o for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, T exas 78767 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Terry Blake 

1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 
Phone (313) 238-1011 

• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Q ualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaigns 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congregation 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• Operatin!J Since 1970 
• Locate d near Valley Chris tian 

Academy (grades K-8) 

What are your plans for 1982-83? 

Why not study New Testament Greek with Terry Blake? Brother 
Blake has a fresh , exciting and enjoyable approach to this 
subject. Find out about this and man!' other courses offered 
by the school. 

FALL SESSIONS BEGIN: SEPT. 7 and NOV. 16 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . ~~~~~~~ 
• • • • • • 

TRAVEL WITH RALPH AND MARGARET CASEY AND OTHER CHRISTIANS! 
Au gust 9-19 , 1982- "ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA TOUR & CRUISE" Including 4 -Day IS
LAND PRINCESS Cruise from Skagway to Va ncouver via the Inside Passage and Glacier Bay 

: For Free Brochures and Information, call "Collect" (404) 449-1202 50 uTc 

: ..•..................................... ..... ..........................•..............• 
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Christian Announces For State Board 
of Education 

Indicative of increased interest among 
Christians in what takes place in educa
tional processes and what is included in 
the text books our children study, is the 
filing of Don Hall of jasper for the State 
Board of Education from the 2nd Con
gressional District. 

One way for Christians to have greater 
impact on our society is through their 
participat ion in public affai rs. 

New Congregation in Florida 
The East Frayser Congregation in 

Memphis has planted a new congrega
tion in Estero, Florida, 20 mi les from 
Fort Myers. On the first Sunday 50 were 
present and on the second Sunday 70 
attended. Bill Rush has been chosen to 
preach for the group, and East Frayser 
will support the work. Anyone with 
friends or fam ily in Lee County w ho 

should know about the church shou ld 
contact Earl Brooks, phone 813-992-0228. 

Charles T. Smith, 3723-34th St., Lub
bock, Tx. 79410: My fami ly has spent 
10 years serving as Missionaries to the 
Ph i lippines. We have only four Mis
sionaries there at th is time. 

We wou ld l ike to challege your con
gregation to "Sponsor" a mission pro
gram that wi l l make a tremendous im
pact on this receptive nation. If you 
wi ll sponsor, and assist me in the re
crui ting and training of 100 fam ilies to 
serve Christ in this nation of 48 mil lion 
souls, our Lord wi ll be pleased. 

Cal l o r w rite me for more informa
t ion : Charles T. Smith, c/ o Sunset 
School of Miss ions, 3723 34th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79410 (Te l. 806-792-
5191 or 796-0797). 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

14 (350) 

Effective October 1, 1981, the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
12%% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vi l
lage in Fort Worth , Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This adverlisement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any ol these bonds 
The oNer1ng is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or P;ERSONAL WORK DI RECTOR. Send 
f?r dctarls to School of Personal Evange
lism. at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn .. 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

enroll by lept. 7 

.u'l. i l t ot call 

HUGH SHIRA, 0<•<c t o• 

/outliern California /cliool 
of 

~\Y®w[!S®Lltl~ rnJ 

Northeastern Christian 
Junior College 

Positiom open: Financial Aid Offi
cer and Instructor in History. 
Applications invited from all 
qualified persons. 

Coutact: Northeastern Christian 
Junior Coilegc, 1860 Montgom
ery Ave., Villanova, PA 19085. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 

WANTED 

Salary Open 

Qualifications: Professional certification, 
Elementary Teaching Experience, Faithful 
Christian, Active Church of Christ Member
ship. Redland Christian Academy, 17700 
S.W. 280 Street, Homestead, FL 33031. 

Phone: 305-248-5306 or 305-248-0908 

When Visiting :the World's Fair, Stay At 

HILTON ROAD INN 
All N LE SS THAN 5 mi les 

eW-from WORLD'S FAIR 
Located : 1234 Hilton Rd. 

Knoxville, TN 379 19 
-2 people $65, ($5 ea. add .) 

• Cable TV 
For Reservations 

Write or Call 

(615) 

588·1982 
Most Dates 
6till Open 

Corner Hilton Rd. & Middlebrook Pk. 
Conveniently located off 140 & 1·75 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 1, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeklnir preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT ROOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLOBA.DO 8022S 

LA..K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tel e.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATIENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
lo work wilh the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902·678-1168). 
CRA.THA.M, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
.t.LA.SKA. - A.NOHORA.GIIl CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA.Y .A.R.IIlA SCHOOL OF PIUDA.CHING 
11800 Dublin Roild 

Plea•anton, Callfol"DI'A 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-19!10 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates, For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922._~----.,..,..,="=",....-..,..,...,....,==.,...,,.-----

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRA.t; CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

------=,.,;P:=a=u:=:l,..;H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLID, IND., 220G E. Mo1'~n Ave .. 
U.S. 480 llla•t Oppo•lte K-Mari. Offlec 4TT-
52'Tl, Bobb7 Wade, Min. 4T8-40C58. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rnll 707 I 448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427·548S. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 791i-2!!11, 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
limes and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 
"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
las Cruces, NM 88001." 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512·689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

VUJ11A, A.RIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunda)"-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3750 

Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 5G47G-218·732-5105. 
• WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMO=D~AT""I:-::O,...,.N"""S,.----
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
j';~tf6. John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

MINISTER WANTED: Small, mission congregation on 
Long Island needs experienced preacher. Should be 
married, experienced in counseling, and with strong 
evangelistic out-look. Home and partial salary available. 
Send resume to: Patchogue Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
548, Patchogue, NY 11772. 
WANTED PREACHER for northern Illinois church. Send 
resume to George Graves, 1114 Allen St., Belvidere, IL 
61008 or call 815-547-7333 after 6 pm. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-226-2310. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
WANTED: WOMEN'S COUNSELOR to work with Cam
pus Ministry on Lamar University campus. Experience 
preferred but not necessary. Send education back
ground and resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED, experienced in Youth 
Ministry, with ability to work in Education Ministry or 
other areas. Congregation of 300 members in urban 
area. Send resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 
Minister wanted with preaching, evangelistic and bus 
ministry experience. Send resume to Jerry Rudkins, 
c/o Indiana Avenue Church of Christ, 800 North ln
~~~~~6iJ~enuf!, Bloomington, IN 47401, or call 812/ 

local evangelist desired for congregation located near 
the campus of Tennessee Tech University. Send resume 
with list of references to Elders, Collefteslde Church 
~~Scf,~rist, 252 E. 9th Street, Cookevil e, Tennessee 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
For sale by owner: Dry Cleaners and Shirt Laundry In 
beautiful Laramie, Wyoming. located in new shopping 
center between Safeway and Pay-N-Save Drug Store. 
Finest Equipment. Potential unlimited. Owner will 
finance and train. Write: Owner, 1420 Thomes, lara
mie, Wyoming, 82070 or call: 1-307-742-6847 after 
6:00P.M. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 7800S. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

EFFECTS OF ROCK MUSIC 
Powerful expose. For parents and teenagers alike. 
Available on video tape; low cost. Write for details. 
Christian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation in lubbock area in 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Green 
at 806-793-2025 or Gerald Parker at 806-866-9636. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Glub 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
BIBLE CHAIR MINISTRY SOUGHT: Ph.D. candidate, 
age 37 and married, is seeking a campus ministry. 
Solid experience in both preaching and teaching. Write 
B. Graves, 3091 McHenry Ave., Apt. 8, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45211 or call 513-662-9967 on weekends. 
Preacher opening at Bismarck, NO effective June 1, 
1982. Applicants should send resume to: Church of 
Christ, 1914 Assumption Dr., Bismarck, NO 58501. Tele· 
phone inquiries to Wallace Arensmeier, 701-843-7609; 
Orlin Wick 701-258-5801; Gary Kline 701·224·1576. 
Small congregation of GO is self supporting in a 2-city 
area of 54,000. 

Houseparents wanted: The Central Church of Christ in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, which oversees a home for foster 
children, is looking for qualified houseparents. The 
home will house six foster children and has 5 bed
rooms and 3 baths. If interested please write at P. 0. 
Box 1602, Tuscaloosa, AI. 35403 or call at 205/758-1177. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
tria to aereen advertlsiD&'• uad wiD nof 
knowingly take queatlonable advertising. 
But lt Ia the reader's reiiPonlllbiUty to ID
ve.tlgate. Like any other paper, we some
time~~ UDwltflngl'J' 1'UD AD UDWOrth'J' Ad. 
A.8 the old sapng soes, before you· Invest. 
lnveatlautel 

Note to subscribers: Please glve your old 
address as well as 70ur new address when 
you move. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good ·supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handfing. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit)· for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group life and Re·. 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard 'Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM C.D.I. 

Alexander Scourby's Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

tlold~r 

48 Cas.scuu 

IOAlbumt 
l Cas.sc1.t c 

Each 

1\lbum 
6CaSM'Un 

Holder 
16Caslc:llat 

Holder 
2Casscllcs "'----J 

• Reproduction is made direcdy from the original 
masters, g iving the highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these products. This 
reduces stretching and distortion which is often 
experienced with thin rapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy to search out 
specific scriptures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders with velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, rhe New Testament and rhe Old 
Testament. 

Now, you have the facts ... NEW ... IMPROVED .. . AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free, 1-800-531-5227. In Texas Call 1-800-252-9103. 

Vinyl Vinyl 
Album OR Holder Product Volume Cassettes Price 

The Complete Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 64 $199.50 

The Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
(plus $7.50 postage and hand ling) 

48 $159.95 

The New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus 57.50 postage and handling) 

16 $ 49.95 

Psalms and Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus 55.00 postage and handling) 

6 $ 24.95 

The Gospel of John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $3.60 postage and handling) 

2 $ 9.95 

Romans ............... ....... .......... . 
(plus 51.50 postage and handling) 

1 $ 6.95 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHIP TO: AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ _____ _ 

Name. ____________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________ city ________ state ________ _.Lip ___ _ 
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FIRST CHAPLAIN HC?NOREO. j. 0. Boren, first chaplain for 
the churches of Chnst (1933-1 953) was honored for his ser
vice to Christians in the U.S. Military at a special breakfast in 
Abilene, Texas. Dr. john Holton, e lder for the 16th and De
catur chu rch in Washington and endorsing agent for the 
churches of Christ was honored also for his work of more 
than 20 years with chaplains. 

John Steve ns, Chaplain during World War II, and chancelor 
for ACU officiated. Pictured above are (l to R) Retired Chap
lain Gerald Fruzia, john Holton, j. D. Boren, Malcomb Bartee 
retired chaplain and john Stevens. 

Austin, Texas, June 8, 1982 
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Legitimate Warfare 

This would be a good year to declare war. Some 
warfare is iegitimate. We fight not a battle against flesh 
and blood, but against evil imaginations that exalt them
selves against the knowledge of God. That's why the 
weapons we use are not carnal. 

But our weapons are powerful for the pulling down 
of the devil's strongholds. May we suggest this is the 
year in which we should train our cannons on some of 
our internal enemies. 

A chasm is developing between the church of today 
and the church of the first century. We have become a 
people who do not care about each other. Our congre
gations worship on the same day- each in its own little 
isolated " box," separated from all the others, and, for 
the most part suspicious of all of them. The unity of 
which we were once so justly proud has given way to 
fragmentation. While we still confess one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, we occupy ourselves with witch 
hunting and baseless accusations against brethren we 
know nothing about except by rumor and gossip. Let's 
turn the biggest gun we have on that evil and blow it 
apart. Brethren, see that you love one another out of a 
pure heart fervently; that would be t he shot heard 
around the world. The devil has no cannon equal to the 
power of the sincere love of the brethren. 

Christians are a pugnacious people, but the Scriptures 
forbid our spending our energies fight ing each other. 
Someone must make us conscious of the scandal of a 
bickering and divided church. The fact that we come 
together in one faith from a multitude of religious, so
cial and ethnic backgrounds, and possess many differ
ent levels of knowledge and experience does not pre
clude the fact that we should dwell together in unity. 

The New Testament is exceedingly vague on form 
when it comes to how to do things. We have many 
generic commands, but few specifics. Our religion is not 
a strait jacket. Many jews, Gentiles, barbarians, Sythians, 
bondmen, and free men have through the centuries 
become obedient to the faith. Each has brought with 
him elements of his culture, just as the j ews did. Love 
covered a multitude of eccentricities and made room for 
a wide variety of practices. None blamed others for di
viding the churches simply because their methods for 
reaching the same goal differed somewhat. 

Trad itions are group efforts to keep the unexpected 
from happening. And we have many traditions. When 
someone runs counter to them we want to brand him 
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as a church splitter. In reality he may be t rying to resur
rect a dead non-evangelical church. The thing that tears 
the church to shreds is not doctrinal issues, but devilish 
dispositions. How many preachers have quit because 
they saw no spark of love or appreciation in those they 
were trying desperately to assist? How many of them 
cou ld have been saved if we had show n compassion and 
love? It is a lonesome feeling when " no one cares for my 
soul." 

It is time to bring up the big guns and train them on 
those who are destroying the church f rom the inside 
w ith unloving and unlovable accusations and tirades. 
When the church at jerusalem was suspicious of Paul 
because of some false reports it had received concern
ing him, it did not buy a full page in the Jerusalem 
Gaztte to expose him or get on the Jersusalem radio to 
castigate him before the brethren. Christians equally 
dedicated to the Lord may differ sharply on methods of 
getting their job done, but they are forbidden by the 
Lord from trying to completely squelch other Christians 
w hen they cannot find scripture to prove that those who 
hold another view are willfully disobedient. 

A church can have all kinds of problems and still be 
the church so long as i t is a non-sectari an church. It 
can be imperfect and still be the church, but it cannot 
possess a sectarian sp irit and still be the church. When 
we use the Lord's weapons in the Lo rd 's way we will 
w in. If we don't we won't. 

We must battle for the unity we pray for. If we worked 
for it as fervently as we pray for i t we would have it. 
A house d ivided against itself cannot stand. And we are 
a divided house. This is the year for us to declare war 
on our divisions and heal them. May God give us the 
courage to do it. It wou ld please the Lord in the first 
place, and would greatly encourage the brethren as we ll 
as r~move our greatest weakness-our division- in the 
second piace. 

The circumstances in which warfare can be encour
aged are rare indeed, but here is a war that is legitimate. 
The peace merchants are those who wage the most re
lentless war against internal forces that would divide the 
body of Christ. 

Volume 99 

FIRlll FOUNDATION 
Renel I.emruonN, E ditor 

(USP S J9l-120) Number 23 

Publiohed weekly except the laat Tueoday in Deeomb« by the Firm Founda
tion Publiohin r.r Houae. SUO Guadalupe Street, Auotin, Texao. Second Clan 
Poalage paid at Austin. Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Pool Office Box 610, Aaatln, Texao 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per year. Club r ate, $9.00 per year In cluba o! tlvo 
or more. Congregational rate, $6.00 per family per year . Foreign oubaeription. 
$11. The date on your addreaa label ahawe the time to which your aubacriptioo 
ia paid. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In buodleo of ten or more copies aent to one addreu: sixteen cont. l>Cl' CO'l>Y· 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JUNE 8, 198:! 



Will Our Small Churches Survive? 
T. B. CREWS 

Not long ago a very disturbed young preacher told me of 
a prediction he had heard. The prediction was, in a few 
years there will be on ly a hand full of large churches in our 
cities where there are now many churches, and small church
es wi ll become a thing of the past. While there seems to be 
a trend in that direction now, I for one am not ready to ac
cept this prediction. Like all other trends I bel ieve this one 
wi ll also run its course. 

This trend is being brought about unintent ionally through 
th ings which have been planned for the over al l go~d of the 
church, but are bringing about detrimental side effects. It is 
coming from our big wo rkshops, our many promotional 
schemes, and from things intended for motivation. 1 am be
ginning to really believe that if we had left these things w ith 
our co ll eges, as they once were, we would be better off. 
When one sits in an audience of five to ten thousand Chris
~i an s, listens to the best of motivating speakers, enjoys sing
mg that must be some w hat like i t w ill be in heaven, he 
comes away with the feeling great things can be done in 
large numbers. 

Many who have been carr ied away on cloud nine at these 
big gatherings, go back home w ith the feeling that they just 
can't reach this high level w ith the small church with wh ich 
they worsh ip, so they look for a larger church w ith a larger 
plan, and a larger program. As the result many of our larger 
churches are growing larger through those w ho transfer their 
membersh ip, rather than through those they are converting, 
and the smaller churches suffer. The " Love Feast " practice, the 
cheeri ng on of the speaker, the emotional high pitch, has 
many leaning so close to the charasmatic camp, the church 
as we have known it, is in grave danger. When the newness 
of this wears off, and the gathering together in big flocks, no 
longer has its appeal, our let down could be almost disastrous. 

I first became ·wel l acquainted w ith this problem in El 
Paso. It was my privilege to coord inate two area wide cam
paigns w ith Jimmy All en as the speaker and to set up one in 
Phoenix. It was not di fficult to get people to work in this big 
united effort, and w ork thei r did. The over all response was 
very gratifying. BUT the after effects were very disappo inting. 
When the bigness of the campaign was over had we united 
our six churches into two big ones, and continued our ef
forts in a larger way, we might have held onto that en
thusiasm a while longer. There is something about numbers 
that attracts. There is something about big things that thri ll , 
and we can not deny it. BUT the question we must raise, is 
that thrill o f bigness the thrill God really wants in our heart? 
Must we let this emotional wave of bigness bring our small 
churches to an end? W hen it does, and on ly the big are left, 
how long w ill it take for the newness of big things to wear 
off? 

Our smaller churches do not have the financia l means w ith 
which to build "Family Life Centers"; to hi re staff members 
to minister to the peculiar needs of every group; to operate 
day schools; or to make a big splash in the pond with every 
thing they t ry to do. These th ings being done by the larger 
churches which have the means, are becoming a drawing 
power. Some how the real joy of serving for the sake of 
serving, is being lost in many who look for a church that w ill 

serve them, as they wish to be served . It is far easier to be 
lost in the crowd, than to seek to stand out in a smaller 
group. This is not to fault the larger churches, for the aim 
of every church should be to grow. BUT it is to fault those 
who f lee the l ittle churches and thus prevent their growth. 
What happened to the old fash ion idea, that each is a part 
of th_e whole, and that each at work in his own place w ill get 
the JOb done. I keep hearing, " If we don't entertain our 
young people we w ill lose them"; to wh ich 1 answer " If the 
on ly reason they stay is because of the entertainmen t, then 
we have already lost them." The survival of the smaller 
churches will not come fror:n an attempt to mimic the larger 
church_es, but in each member out of love, and for the joy 
of servmg, fitting himself into his place. 

I retreated from the big city big church idea over ten years 
ago, and had no idea or intentions of ever returning. But the 
best o~ intentions are sometimes changed, especially when 
a _spec1al _need _arises. There are times I wish I had stayed 
w1th my mtent10ns. W hy? good people carr ied away with 
the winds of "Big Things" and mistakenly interpreting them 
as "Spiritual" simply because they are big, are, because of 
this big concept, leaving the smaller churches to travel a 
rough road. 

The fa lse conclusion that I have to attend a big church with 
a big program in order to grow, leaves one wondering just 
how strong one ever really becomes with th is notion. Much 
of the fee ling of growth is actual ly noth ing more than the 
thrill of being in a big group. The church I am with is far from 
be ing large as some think of large, yet large in comparison 
to areas of our country where the church is rather weak in 
numbers. For many we are simply not bi g enough, so we like 
many of our local churches have lost many to the big idea. 
Can we survive? We can and we w il l. Why? because we 
sti ll have those good solid members who love the Lo rd, love 
his church, love th ose with whom they labor, and love peo
ple. To them greatness is not necessarily bigness. 

The pract ice of many our larger churches, through their 
vis itation teams, in us ing the approach, " W e can do more for 
you and your ch ild ren because we have better means with 
which to do it" doe~ have an appeal. So the word "Program" 
has become a top level part of their p lan. So they grow in 
numbers, but are they really growing. A small church w ith 
less than 100 members baptizes eighteen people. That 
doesn't look big. A big church w ith well over twelve hun
dred members baptizes one hundred. That sounds big. But 
w ho really did the better job? 

No one really wants to keep a small church small. But 
one thing is certain, the smaller churches will have little 
chance to become larger, if the larger churches continue 
drawing away thei r members. When as much effort is put 
forth to persuade people to leave the smaller churches and 
become a part of the larger, as is actual ly put forth in trying 
to teach the lost, it becomes more a question of how big can 
we get, than in how much good can we really do. And so 
I'm a cri tic? No, I'm not really, I'm a concerned Christian, 
w ho sees an over all declining membership, w ith the larger 
churches try ing to make i t all look good as their membership 
grows, but largely at the expense of the smaller churches. 

Let me share a t rue experience with you. A lady, member 
of a larger church, but l iving nearer to the bu ilding in which 
we meet, v isited our services with her teen age daughter. She 
was out of duty and the daughter not a member. I said some-

(Continued on page 5) 
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A Self-Perpetuating Board? JACK P. LEWIS 

In the congregation in which I grew 
up there was a plurality of elders as the 
Scriptures teach there should be in every 
congregation . I think, however, that no 
one who knew the congregation at that 
time wou ld. want to deny that in this 
plurality there was a leading elder. Two 
of the elders had special chairs in which 
they sat for their own comfort during the 
services, rather than on the pews, giving 
them an obvious position of respect. 
Among some denominationalists in the 
communitr, the congregation was 
spoken o as "Tom Brown's [fictitious 
name] church." When the time came 
that this good brother, who was highly 
respected by all, was faced with the in
capacities of advancing age, he appoint
ed his successor to the position of elder. 

The appointee, though a good man, 
was quite dogmatic and did not have 
the "followersh ip" in the congregation 
that a leader has to have. One cannot 
lead if there are no followers. Something 
of the goodness of the appointee came 
out (in my opinion) in that he realized 
in a short time that his position was 
impossible. Though the atmosphere of 
the time was one of debating whether 
one once an elder was always an elder 
and one that had coined a rural pro
verbial expression "A mule can as well 
resign his muleship as an elder can re
sign his eldership," he saw it otherwise. 
Without undue pressure from others, the 
brother voluntarily terminated his ap
pointment, remained in the congrega
tion, and continued teaching his Bible 
class as he had done for years before. 
There is much work in the vineyard 
apart from being an elder! 

Let us use this episode as a takeoff 
point to raise the question if the elder
ship is really a self-perpetuating board. 
Since Scripture gives so little on the 
question of how men are made elders, 
the question has largely to be answered 
on the basis of judgment. Paul and 
Barnabas appointed elders in the con
gregations established on the f irst mis
sionary journey (Acts 14:23). Titus was 
left by Paul in Crete to appoint elders 
in every church (Tit. 1 :5). If we have 
other specific cases, they have escaped 
my notice. There were elders in jerusa
lem (Acts 11 :30; 15:2), Ephesus (Acts 20: 
17), and Phillipi (Ph il. 1:1); but how they 
were selected and appointed is not re
vealed. Those in Ephesus had been made 
overseers by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20: 
28), but who can say what methods the 
Spirit used to make the choice known? 
Qualifications are given in 1 Timothy 3 
and Titus 1, and attitudes to be mani
fested toward elders by people in the 
congregat ions are given in 1 Timothy 
1:5, 17. Some of these att itudes are to 
be manifested toward any older man; 
but where does the initiative lie in mak
ing men to be elders different from 
other men in the congregation? 

At an earlier stage of our movement, 
the preachers often were the tool 
through which the congregat ion ex
pressed its will; and there may sti ll be 
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cases where this system prevails. There 
usually was not an abundance of candi
dates. The population was more stable 
than it is now. People were born and 
died in one community. Their l ives were 
known to all. At the time of the summer 
meeting the preacher announced that 
such and such brothers would be con
sidered candidates; and if no objection 
was voiced, before the meeting was out, 
announced that they had been appoint
ed. The case of Titus's appointing elders 
in Crete was thought to furnish a bibli
cal precedent. The success of the system 
was dependent on to what extent the 
visiting preacher's initiative really gave 
action to the will of the congregation. 
Who can deny that in many cases it 
worked well? 

The shortcomings of the system can 
be seen in the danger that the preachers 
run the congregations by the appoint
ments they make. It can also be seen in 
two specific illustrations. In the one, a 
preacher came by and appointed some 
men to be elders. Later when problems 
developed in the congregation over 
leadership, no one seemed even to re
member the preacher's name who had 
created the situation. Without goiAg into 
the details of the other demonstrations 
of lack of qualifications on the part of 
the appointees, one can say that one 
of them finally left his wife, te lling her 
that if he wanted a different woman 
every night, he would have her. 

In the second illustration, the preach
er arrived for a Sunday appointment at 
a congregation he knew nothing about. 
He was told by the elder who was in his 
nineties that the congregation was se
lecting a new elder and that "Brother 
... " was the candidate. The preacher 
was supposed to make him an elder. All 
the preacher could do was to say that he 
had been asked to officiate-that if 
"Brother . .. " was indeed qualified and 
was the choice of the congregation, 
from there on, they should consider him 
an elder. On the other hand, if "Broth
er .. . " was not qualified [the preacher 
had never heard of him before], then 
"Brother ... " as a Christian shou ld, 
himself, decline the appointment. It 
served the preacher right when within 
two years, after he had preached on 
the qualifications of elders on an oc
casion that the aforementioned "Broth
er ... " had announced another candi
date for the eldership, that he was fired 
on the spot. 

In large city congregations, the elders 
usually select the persons who are to 
be considered for elders. They may 
allow the congregation to submit names 
and in some cases only those who get 
the most votes w ill be seriously con
sider~d. After all, democracy is the 
Amencan form of government even if 
it is not the biblical one! ' 

One can defend the system by 
noting that it assures that some people 
will be willing to follow. He can also de
fend it by asking who in the congrega
tion is in the best position to know 

who is qualified to be an elder? All 
things being equal, the elders should be. 
But all things are not always equal. 
Elders do not always know the people 
in their congregations. Big congrega
tions are big business, and in cases 
where elders have been chosen because 
they are aggressive business men, they 
are not always its best informed men on 
the Scriptures; they are not always its 
best teachers; they are not always its 
most spiritual men. However, they con
vince themselves that they must safe
guard the f lock, they want to work with 
congen ial men, so the board perpetu
ates the board in its own image. 

Against this system of perpetuation is 
the prob lem of the "in crowd" versus 
the "out crowd." We are blind if we try 
to convince ourselves that politics do 
not affect the eldership. With the 
present elders responsible for saying 
when new candidates can be consid
ered and with their screening all the 
candidates, the only way a congregation 
can change .its direction (such as when 
it has outgrown the vision of its elders) 
has to take on the appearance of a re
volt against its leadership. 

I once preached briefly for a con
gregation in which an elder appointed 
his brother to be an elder. More than 
half the congregation walked out, joined 
neighboring congregations and began 
an active campaign to dissuade any new 
people from fellowship in the congrega
tion they had left. The remaining "out 
crowd" shortly came to the device of 
withholding all contributions, and most 
participation, in order to break the hold 
of the " in crowd." Eventually, when the 
congregation was on the verge of losing 
its property, the "out crowd" and the 
" in crowd" secured temporary aid from 
a sister congregation on the condition 
that the " in crowd" would resign and 
leave the congregation. Without ques
tion, they should have. One of them 
eventually did time in the penitentiary, 
though not because of a church related 
offence. But glad to be rel ieved from 
the bear they had by the tail, the "in 
crowd accepted the conditions. In a 
short time the "out crowd," who had 
not even been faithful in attendance 
during the strife, secured appointments 
for themselves and became the new " in 
crowd." Christian? Well, you say! 

Yet another problem of the system is 
the . "closed corporation" problem. The 
board has its quota of members. Other 
men . who may have reasonable qualifi
cations are not in line for cons ideration 
for one reason or another-whether it 
is that they are not " in" with the earlier 
appo intees or are not well-known to 
them. In any city of size you can see 
these men moving to new congrega
tions, opportunities opening to them, 
and their being appointed elders in a 
relatively short time-an opportunity to 
serve that never would have been there 
in the "closed corporation." Also in our 
cities one can sometimes sense that one 
of the stimuli for starting a new con
gregation is the offering of an oppor
tunity for men to move into leadership 

{Continued on page 11) 
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Preaching: Helping Others Choose Life 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

Sermon preparation brings labor pains even modern medi
cine is helpless to soothe. Most of the time I have enough in
spiration and things I just have to share for six sermons. But 
every once in a while it seems I've hardly recovered from 
Sunday's blow until I'm knocked to my knees by another first 
day of the week. The birth of two sermons a week can be 
an experience that drains the soul. 

I sympathize with cooks who are faced with menus for 
three square meals a day. No family, however, has an in
satiable hunger like sermon time. Feed it-and at once it 
screams to be fed again. 

So here I am, Monday morning, cleaning my desk, shuf
fling paper and doing everything except working on Sunday's 
sermons. I'm thankful this doesn't happen often. But today, 
there's a whole Bible full of colorful, helpful material I 
could share and not a creative twinge anywhere in my body. 
Certainly not my head. As I wander from the Mr. Coffee 
carafe to the water fountain and back to my desk, frustra
tion drapes over me like a tongue-tied prophet's mantle. 

I know what you're thinking. You advise me to read the 
Bible more or plan a month's or year's sermons in advance. 
I do. I've read the same homiletics books you hav.e. I also 

WILL OUR SMALL CHURCHES SURVIVEl 
(Continued from page 3) 

thing in my lesson that put her to thinking. At the night ser
vice she was restored, and later in the week her daughter 
was baptized. Shortly after though, the daughter, attracted 
by the much larger youth program, wanted to go back to the 
larger church which was a good fifteen miles further than our 
building. So we lost them. So the smaller churches fight the 
constant battle to survive. A little more encouragement from 
the larger churches, and a little less suggestion that we are 
in competition might go a long ways toward helping this 
matter. No wonder a missionary from one of our northeastern 
cities comes to our area and makes the statement, 11You 
people down south don't really love one another." some 
times I wonder if we really do. 

Some one asked me one day what I thought was our big
gest fault. I didn't even hesitate. I said, our fault is uwe are 
not listening." That's right, we aren't. We get angry when 
someone dares to tell us what's wrong with us, but we want 
those people who aren't members of the church to listen to 
us when we tell them what's wrong with them. Many of 
them are smart enough to figure out that we are better at 
telling others, than we are at being told. 

So many of our larger churches draw larger number from 
the smaller by pacticing what they call 11a positive approach." 
What they mean is, we won't spend any time letting our 
members know the things which are wrong in their lives. 
We'll cover that up, and make them feel comfortable as they 
are, no matter how wrong it is. And when there is a big 
response, it won't be because we saw things wrong, but b~
cause we were emotionally stirred. He who attends the b1g 
workshops may come away thrilled, thinking all is better than 
it really is, but we who really live where it is know better. 
Northwest Church of Christ, 6059 Azle Ave., Ft. Worth, TX 
76135 

keep six fat files of good sermon ideas in a drawer next to 
my left elbow. But at times I'm still dry as a brontosaurus 
bone. 

When authors have this problem they call it writer's block. 
We preachers don't have a good, pithy phrase to describe our 
agony when sermon topics don't arrive on Monday morning. 
Or Tuesday morning. Or Wednesday morning. Or ... 

On a trip back from the water fountain the dusty book 
titled Snappy Sermon Starters catches my eye. Now, I'm not 
given to using other's outlines but it's looking snappier all 
the time. 

No! I've got to get hold of myself. Deliver me from these 
sermons everybody has preached. I r.ack my brain and ransack 
my sermon seed file. (My seeds are clips and slips from notes 
I took while reading the Bible or some other book.) Today, 
they look pretty dull. 11What is the Gospel?" is the heading 
of one idea. 1 see a scribbled outline under the title 11More!" 
1 have no idea what I was thinking when I threw those words 
on paper. I pull another idea from my sermon idea grabbag 
and it's titled 11 liberalism in the church." I probably wrote 
it one morning in a fever after reading a doom and gloom re
ligious paper. Since I've recovered from the fever the seven 
points don't look so good. 11Gems from james" looked like a 
practical idea but after I wade through two pages of hand
written ideas I can hardly call any of my thoughts "gems." So, 
after wallowing about 100 scraps of paper around, I stuff the 
foldler titled 11Seed 1" right in front of the 11Seed 2" folder 
and slam the drawer shut. More despair but no hint of a ser
mon. 

1 remember Paul's words to Timothy. 11Preach the word 
in season and out of season." One brother explained this 
meant something like, 11Preach when you feel like it and 
when you don't." . With these encouraging words bouncing 
around in the empty spaces of my mind I feel a kind of one
ness with Timothy. Good old Timothy. Maybe he had some 
dry times, too. . 

When nothing happens in a reasonable length of t1me, I 
leaf through my sure-fire, never-miss, inspiration file marked 
11 Letters, Personal" and find a small envelope with no return 
address. 1 lift out the note which was composed by a poor 
typist (or a good typist under emotional stress) and read it. 
The short note transports me to holy ground. It says, 11The 
Sunday morning message averted a suicide ... The r_nessage 
Sunday night convinced me that we can love and g1ve love 
though love is not returned. . . I will no doubt always re
member those two messages that lengthened my life span." 

1 have no idea who wrote it. I couldn't find out. For my 
purpose today 1 don't need to know. All I know is the en
couragement I get whenever I re-read it. 

So 1 grind out two more sermons. Even though they don't 
come easy. 1 know that person is out there-the one God's 
word helped as it stumbled out of my mouth one Sunday. 
And there are others like her who need the good news, too. 
Others with problems, needs and hurts to be. l!fted out of 
their despair. So, I'll preach this Sunday, God wJihng, and the 
next and the next. For God is helping me to help others 
choose life in him. 

1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 72712 
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Who "Appoints" or "Ordains" Elders? 
CHESTER ESTES 

There were three Lipscomb brothers, David, William and 
Granville. I have been to ld that they had three different ideas 
or doctrines about appointing elders. One of them disposed 
of the matter by saying that there are no elders now-that 
they belonged to the apostolic age, like the miracles; another 
believed that elders were to be appointed or ordained by 
the laying on of hands; Brother David taught that since the 
New Testament does not say how, any method may be used 
which does not contradict some othe r New Testament prin
ciple which has been clearly taught. It is evident that no one 
of the three bel ieved that elders are man-made elders, and 
would not be, if living, impressed with such remarks as we 
sometimes hear, such as "You know, THEY made him an 
elder." THEY WHO? I suspect that much of our trouble in 
the church today can be traced to the fact that we have too 
many man-made elders who are, as one writer put it, "call
ing the shots." 

Some in the church say that elders are appoin ted and some 
say they are ordained. They use these words depending en
tirely on what versions they use. Some use the terms out of 
ignorance, and according to custom, since they know nothing 
about what the versions say, not to mention what the Original 
Greek teaches. I would l ike for the experts to clear this mat
ter up for me. Are they ordained? Or, are they appointed? 
If ordained, who ordains them ? If appointed, who appoints 
them? They (whoever they may be) must claim some source 
of authority for appointing them. Who ordains them? They 
(whoever they may be) must claim some source of authority 
for ordaining them. 

There are many Greek words in the original for appoint 
and many for ordain. Since words are veh icles of ideas in all 
languages each word differs from other words, and, therefore, 
each word has a distinct meaning. Now just wh ich Greek 
word, or words, are expressed when elders are appointed? 
And, which, when elders are ordained? Which Greek word is 
used when elders are democratically appointed? What Greek 
word is expressed when the "present elders" appoint another 
elder? Which Greek word gives the so-called " local preach
er" the authority to appoint or ordain an elder? You will 
better understand why I am asking these questions when you 
observe with me the following Greek words for ordain and 
appoint: 

1. DIATASSO, meaning "to arrange throughout." 
a. Used in 1 Cor. 1:7, 17 when Paul said, "So ordain 

I. .. " 
b. Used in 1 Cor. 9:14 when Paul said, "So hath the Lord 

ordained . .. " 
c. Used in Gal. 3:19 when Paul said, "Ordained by 

angels ... " 
2. KATHISTEMI, meaning "to place or set down." 

a. Translated "Should ordain elders ... " in Titus 1:5. 
b. Translated "High priest ordained for men .... " in Heb. 

5:1; Heb. 8:3. 
3. KATASKEUAZO, meaning " to prepare fully." 

a. Translated "these th ings were ordained. " in Heb. 
9:6. 

4. KRINO, meaning "to judge or decide." 
a. Translated "were ordained of the apostles and el-

ders ... " in Acts 16:4. 
5. HORIZO, meaning "to mark out or mark off." 
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a. Translated " that is he which was ordained .... " in Acts 
10:42. 

b. Translated "by that man whom he has ordained .... " 
In Acts 17:31. 

6. POl EO, meaning " to do or make." 
a. Translated " He ordained the Twelve ... " in Mark 3:14. 

7. PROORIZO, meaning "to mark out publicly." 
a. Translated "which God ordained before the world ... " 

in 1 Cor. 2:7. 
8. TASSO, meaning "to arrange-set in order." 

a. Translated "as many as were ordained to eternal 
li fe ... " in Acts 13:48. 

b. Translated " the powers that be are ordained ... " in 
Rom.13:1. 

9. TITHEMI, meaning "to put, place, set." 
a. Translated "but I have chosen you and ordained 

you ... " in john 15:16. 
b. Translated "whereunto I am ordained a preacher .. . " 

In 1 Tim. 2:7. 
10. CHEIROTONEO, meaning "to elect by stretching out the 

hand." 
a. Translated "when they ordained elders .... Acts 14:3. 

11. PROGRAPHO, meaning "to write or describe before." 
a. Translated " when they ordained elders . . . " Acts 14:3. 

12. PROETOIMAZO, meaning "to make ready before hand." 
a. Translated "which God hath before ordained ... " in 

Eph. 2:10. 
When Titus was told to ordain (K.j.V.) elders (Titus 1 :5), 

he was to do it as he had been instructed. He was to do it, 
not on ly as he had been ordered to do it, but in the manner 
in wh ich he had been instructed. Now, if some one today 
presumes the authority to ordain or appoint elders in just 
what manner will he do it? Will he do it in the manner pre
scribed and justified by the use of the wo rd CHEIRONTONEO 
- that is, by stretching out the hand? Or will he do it in the 
manner prescribed by some other Greek word? Since bap
tism is important it is also important that we observe the how 
in baptizing. Then, when men, who are no more than men, 
ordain elders, must they not do it in the right manner? If 
the method is not important when appointing or ordaining 
elders, why is the method important in baptizing? You say 
that the method inheres in the Greek word baptizo. Well, 
does not the method inhere in the Greek word CHEIRO
TONEO? Perhaps the big question is, What do those who AP
POINT or ORDAIN elders today know about what the Origi
nal New Testament teaches about "appointing" or "ordain
ing" elders? How li ttle do they know about the fact of such 
ordaining or appointing or the method of such? I mean the 
method authorized of God. To ask the question is to answer 
it in the negative. Does God, then, intend for men ignorant 
of the Original New Testament to lay hands upon that which 
is so sacred? 

The on ly elders God recognizes, or has ever recognized, 
are God-made elders- not man-made elders. Paul told the 
elders of the Ephesian congregation to "feed" the church of 
God which he purchased with the blood of his Son, over 
which the Holy Spirit h":d made them overseers (Acts 20:29) 
(TBV). If we have Scriptural elders today it is because the 
Holy Spirit, through his word, which has been planted in their 
hearts and caused them to grow into all the qualifications 
for bishops which he had laid out in his teaching in the New 
Testament. Appointing or ordaining, by men, has nothing to 
do w ith making an elder or qualifying him to be on overseer. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Growing the Small Church (3) 
WILLIAM V. CLARY 

One of the greatest assets a Christian can have is that of a 
positive attitude. For the members of small congregations
a positive outlook is mandatory fo succeed. 

A member of a small congregation made the following ob
servation, "We have been small for awhile and we will re
main that way." His attitude was contagious and his prophetic 
remarks ring true. 

Do we look at an auditorium as half full or half empty? 
When the light turns red as we approach it do we state our 
disgust or become grateful that we are first in line. A posi
tive attitude can do much for one. Looking at what may be is 
an attribute that is worthy of imitation. 

A positive attitude will be enhanced by goal setting. Small 
congregations that want to grow should set six month, one 
year, five year, and ten· year goals. These should be reviewed 
in the proper time frame. Six month goals reviewed every 
six months, etc. 

A small congregation desiring to grow determined to add 
two more classes within six months. One class for Wednesday 
and one more for Sunday. They recognized that this would 
require some planning and began to consider the alterna
tives. A class dealing with personal evangelism was held for 
ten weeks consisting of daily homework and two and one
half hour sessions once a week. The members learned how 
to reach the lost and improve their approach. At the end of 
the class ten souls had put on their Lord in baptism and this 
created the need for two more classes as the age spans were 
wide enough. 

Special events should be scheduled to keep the goals set 
before the congregation. Perhaps a reminder in the bulletin 
occasionally, public mentioniog these from the pulpit, and 
posters aid immensely. 

A congregation that is a little under 100 in attendance set 
a goal for an attendance day of 201. While they fell short by 
a few, the number was much higher than most anticipated 
and the average attendance now exceeds 100 almost weekly. 
This is the wisdom in planning. To allow the work to pro
gress uninhibited and see souls saved for eternity. 

· When goals have been set for reaching certain plateaus 
for financial obligation, soulwinning, building construction, 
etc. it is amazing how people think properly and the work 
gets done. The famous statement, "Today is the tomorrow 
you failed to plan for yesterday" is all too true regarding our 
haphazard approach to doing the Father's work. We must 
learn the biblical concept of counting the cost and set goals. 

Failures happen to all but occur most frequently in small 
congregations. This must be expected and while not planned 
for. still the work does not need to suffer long. Death may 
take a. capable man or woman from the congregation. Loss 
of jobs may jeopardize the budget, but trust in the Lord. 

How many among us can name the· ten spies that had a 
negative attitude when things seemed to be grim and dreary? 
We all remember joshua and Caleb for not allowing an atti
tude of failure and to some extent failure did occur to over
whelm them. A congregation in Flint, Michigan is achieving 

all-time record contributions ~ith one of nation's highest 
rates of unemployment. How is this possible, they have set 
some goals for their future and have developed the proper 
attitude. May this be contagious among us all! 

As stated in a prior article: it is not a sin to be small, it is 
a sin to think small. The congregation at Philadelphia was not 
large apparently! but they were pleasing to God because they 
had their priorities properly placed. We can also succeed. 

It makes this writer cringe when we hear comments such 
as, "I believe that a congregation ·can be too large. The im
personal relationship causes lack of personal growth." Breth
ren, Madison, TN would be small compared to the Jerusalem 
church! Cane Ridge had a tremendous assembly and many 
thousands were converted to Christ. Would we call· that an 
impersonal assembly that hindered personal growth? 

The church is growing where the members are. May these 
articles help all of us to see our need to put God first in our 
lives! 
856 S. State St., Lincoln, IL 62656 

The "Danger" of Forgiveness 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

There is a myth floating around about "forgiveness." In 
fact, it has been among us for a long time. This illusion 
asserts that "there is an inherent danger built into forgive
ness. If one realizes he has been freely forgiven for his evil 
deed, he will be encouraged to ... do it again!" 

As a result of this imagined peril, there has been ·a ten
dency to muffle . . . or at least minimize the message of 
grace as it relates to man. We hide this threatening truth 
under piles of religious jargon designed to confuse the 
would-be recipient so that he will never fully realize what 
he has. (It's not that we .won't want him to be forgiven
saved; we just don't want him to be completely conscious 
of it ... lest he be tempted to exploit it.) It has even been 
known among us to try to convince such a fellow that 
"he earned it :at great effort" . . • so that he will appreciate 
it more." (After all, we value anything more if we have to 
work for it! Don't we?) But the object of all these theologi
cal gyrations is the same . . . to keep this "dangerous for
giveness" under-cover. 

Forgiveness, however, is not dangerous to any real Chris
tian. He will never be made worse for having come to realize 
the immensity of his debt. Only better!! Forgiveness becomes 
the impetus that provides him with power. The motive which 
grows into desire ... to be ... to become ... to do for 
Christ, his forgiver. 

The disciple of Christ will only be improved by a clear 
knowledge of grace. The hypocrite will be exposed. 

One more thing: if we decide to "hold back" the message 
of forgiveness from the people . . . then we really have NO 
MESSAGE AT ALL!! 
4315 Arapaho, Pasadena, Texas 77504 
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What Happened to Justus? CHARLES HODGE 

Read Acts 1, "Hodge Version." The 
"Justus Family" is dressed and traveling 
to worship. Dad may be named an 
apostle! What apprehension, excite
ment! The time comes. Dad is not se
lected! The lot falls upon another! What 
did happen to justus? 

Now to the "Bible Version." judas is 
dead; Peter with the 120 are praying in 
the upper room. Peter, with Old Testa
ment scripture, leads in the selection 
of a successor to Judas. The qualifica
tions are given. Two qualify. Several 
things are obvious. (1) The Church did 
what it could. The congregation, not 
even the apostles, did the selecting. 
This is crucial; (2) The selection process 
was public. There were no 11closed 
door'' secrets. (3) A man could be hurt 
with rejection. Why didn't God simply 
name Matthias? the apostles? How 
crushed could the one rejected be? 
What happens to men who are nomi
nated for "Church works" who are re
jected? 

You Can Lose Your Religion 
Have you ever heard the expression 

"he lost his faith?" Some refuse re
ligion, some forsake it, and it seems that 
some "lose" it. Well, I would like to tell 
you about a man who actually had his 
religion stolen by someone else! The 
name of this interesting man was 
Micah, and you can read about his story 
in the book of judges. 

Micah was a wealthy man, but he 
knew something was missing in his life. 
So like many people today, he decided 
to "get religion." He went out and built 
his own church, and even made his own 
idols to worship. Now Micah was all set, 
for he had wealth and religion. And best 
of all, he had gods that were made spe
cifically to serve his needs. Gods that 
would not make any demands on him, 
that got only as involved as he wanted, 
that loved him and him alone. Gods that 
were, well an awful lot like him. He had 
everything for his new church but a 
minister. 

However, it has never been hard to 
find preachers if the money was right. 
No sooner had Micah finished his 
church than an unemployed Levite 
showed up. Now here was a fellow with 
the proper credentials so these two des
perate men quickly fell all over each 
other trying to consummate an ag:-ee
ment of convenience. And Micah said, 
"Now I know that the Lord will prosper 
me, because I have a Levite as priest." 
Status is such a wonderful thing! 

But trouble was on the horizon for 
Micah, for along_ comes the first pulpit 
committee. The Danites were moving to 
a new home, and they needed a minister 
too. Now it is common for pulpit com
mittees to be aggressive, but it is par
ticularly hard to say "no" to 600 armed 
men of war. Besides, every preacher 
knows how attractive the lure of a 
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Justus was rejected. Not by a man, an 
apostle, a congregation! justus was re
jected by God. Two meh were equally 
qualified but one was rejected! The 
''lots" signify God not chance. The lots 
were placed in a bowl and shaken. The 
lot that fell out represented God. We 
never hear from Matthias or justus! 
What did happen to justus? Rejected by 
God! 

Observations 
Justus means "Just Us." We identify 

with him. What about men "put up" 
who are selected. Men who find out in a 
point of time they can never teach, 
deacon, elder? Men who once were of
ficers but cannot be anymore? What 
about preachers who can never preach 
for "large Churches?" Did justus really 
think Matthias was a better selection? 
Could -he totally accept this? What about 
his family? Could they? Did Justus 
change congregations in embarrass
ment? Did brethren always wonder, 
"What was wrong with Justus?" Could 

RICK ATCHLEY 

larger church is. So before Micah knew 
what hit him, his preacher and idols 
were gone. 

Now Micah tried to get his religion 
back, but the Danites were simply too 
powerful. So all he could do was wail, 
"You take my gods which I made, and 
the priest, and what have I left?" That 
is the tragedy of losing your religion
you usually have nothing left. 

It would also be a tragedy for us not 
to learn from the mistakes of Micah. At 
this point I would like especially to 
speak to college-age Christians. I have 
seen many young men and women go 
off to college and "get religion." Sadly, 
it seems that many of these same people 
have a few years down the road "lost 
their religion." Often it was because 
they made the same two mistakes 
Micah made. 

First, they tried to localize their re
ligion in a place. Just like Micah with 
his own chapel, they made the center 
of their faith their college environment. 
In my own experience I have known 
students who came to Abilene and 
could never leave without becoming less 
faithful. They needed a place more than 
they needed the Lord. Such a situation 
always impede spiritual growth. When 
our location so drastically affects our 
religion, God will have trouble sending 
us where he wants us to be. 

But there is another common mistake 
some college students make. Like 
Micah, they try to localize their religion 
in a particular person. Micah had his 
favorite priest, and they have their fa
vorite preacher. They become disciples 
of him rather than disciples of the lord. 
Things become true or false simply be
cause he says they are true or false. And 
when the time comes that they must 

(Continued on page 12) 

he ever be involved again? There is 
more in our text about Justus than 
Matthias. No man ever earned a "Church 
office." 

Is Justus to be an "eternal loser?" 
we are all "hit" at some point in life. 
Will we bounce back? Can we accept 
rejection? Can we renew our zeal, en
thusiasm? What did happen to Justus? 
Was he bitter? Did he accept a "back 
seat" What would you have done? Quit? 
It is always too soon to quit. 

Second Place? Man must win! In the 
"Super Bowl" the loser is branded a 
total loser! But all of us at some time 
must accept second place! Will we tear 
up what we spent our lives building? 
The world's work is done by men in 
second place. 

The pride quotient determines our 
level of rejection. Some feel rejected 
over mere "nit-picking." Can we stand 
the heat? The Church always can use 
qualified men like justus. 

The "Justus Family" is riding home 
after the rejection. It is very quiet! 
There are silent tears! A dream is 
crushed! What did happen to justus? 

Self-Serving 
STEVFN CLARK GOAD 

The Great Commission requests 
(commands) that we reach out to others. 
There is too much focus upon ourselves 
in the church today. We are like the 
waitress who took an order and when it 
was ready sat down and ate it herself. 
We preach to ourselves to the neglect 
of lost and dying humanity. 

We must provide spiritual "first aid" 
to those who are wounded by Satan. 
Yet, we are so busy bandaging our own 
self-inflicted scratches that we haven't 
time to rescue the perishing. It reminds 
me of the story of the woman who spent 
several weeks studying first aid so that 
she might be able to better minister to 
those in need. Sure enough, one day 
she came upon a terrible wreck on the 
highway. Her first aid instruction 
worked. She explained, "When I went 
to help those involved in the wreck 
I got dizzy looking at all that blood. 
Immediately I bent down and put my 
head between my knees, and it worked! 
I didn't faint!" 

Churches must be conscious of lost 
souls all over the world. A church is 
doomed that stops evangelizing. Sure, 
the light that shines the farthest shines 
the brighest at home. But the energy of 
God's light is for all people, not just 
those of the flock of God. Fellowship in 
saving the lost is something that turned 
the world upside down long before we 
ever thought of building our gym
nasiums and dining halls. 

Has the pendulum of self-indulgence 
reached its limit? Shall we win the lost 
at any cost? World Bible School. For
eign missions. Domestic missions. Next
door-neighbor personal evangelism. 
Family evangelism. These are the keys 
to rescuing the lost at any cost. 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

I 

I 

I 

I 

What makes a spiritual churchl How important is it that a con
gregation be truly spirituan Obvious is the answer to that question. 
But how do churches become spirituan Bro. Douglas Threet ad-

dresses that matter in this short article for the week. Read it with 
profit.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Do We Want Spirituality and Church Growth? 
DOUGLAS F. THREET 

Spirituality-believing, doing, and being what God wants
is one of the most important qualities for a local church to 
exhibit. Indeed, if we only had more spirituality and spiritual 
power, the church would then be a force in the community 
with which to be reckoned. I would imagine, however, that in 
many parts of the world, the Lord's church no longer exerts 
the influence and impact upon its surrounding environment 
as it once did. Regardless of the activity present, and activity 
must not be confused with real spiritual growth, it seems at 
times that little is actually achieved in reaching out to the 
local community. 

Perhaps you will have to forgive me, because I am thinking 
back to the New Testament and how it pictures the church. 
In the richness of the New Testament we should find the 
guidance and direction that the Lord's church needs today. 
Specifically I am thinking of the church at Antioch of Syria 
in Acts 11 and 13. I invite you to notice the spiritual power 
and growth in that church. 

There was the power of every member working. No con
gregation will capture New Testament excitement and 
growth until there is every-member ministry. That is, every 
Christian, not just elders, deacons, teachers, or preachers are 
involved in the Lord's work. Planning for every member to 
contribute in some meaningful way to the cause of Christ rep
resents one of the greatest challenges facing any congrega
tion. Every-member working is absolutely vital for spiritual 
power and church growth, however. 

Fellowship provided a source of their spirtiual power as 
well. It is unfortunate that we have been timid at times with 
the importance of fellowship in the life of the individual 
Christian. Like the church at Antioch, which brought about 
unity by breaking down the barriers that separated jewish 
and Gentile Christian, we today must bring about true spir
itual unity based upon being one in Christ. Much of the 
sense of aloneness and alienation in people's lives stems from 
a lack of closeness and fellowship. In many of the com
munities across our country, people are hungering for a 
spiritual home that emphasizes real Christian care and con
cern. Without fellowship that unites us stronger in the lord, 
then the power and pervasiveness of one mind, one heart, 
one spirit will always escape us. 

I especially liked the power that shared leadership gen
erated. In our world today, we focus upon the magnetism 
of one man's personality. But in Acts 13:1-2, I see five men 
who clearly exercised spiritual leadership in Antioch. Let's be 
realistic: Shared leadership is hard and demanding. It means 
that as an elder, deacon, or preacher I must learn the art of 
working closely with others. Shared leadership is the ONLY 

way God intended for his church to be led; Many, however, 
opt for the one-man band. 

Then there was the power of dynamic and uplifting wor
ship. Too often we are satisfied with worshipping God in a 
partial way: truth without spirit. Worship in spirit and truth, 
though, means that we will be strengthened, uplifted, and 
encouraged as a result of spiritual prayers, joyful and stirring 
singing, thoughtful meditation upon the Lord's supper, Bible 
preaching to human and spiritual needs, and concentrating 
upon the Word of God. Notice that the church at Antioch 
was worshipping the Lord. 

In far too many cases, the worship of the living God is a 
depressing experience. For example, two weeks ago, a 
preacher shared with me the case of some visitors who had 
attended the Sunday morning worship. These particular vis
itors said that they would not return because the singing was 
so slow and somber. These visitors continued: "We can tell 
you are a dead church because your singing is dead." 

There is a power that emanates from teaching the Word 
of God. The new Christians at Antioch hungered for knowl
edge of God's truth. Therefore, they imported Barnabas, who 
in turn brought in Paul so that for a whole year they met 
with the church, and taught a large company of people. This 
hungering and thir.sting for righteousness resembles the 
eagerness of the Bereans who also sought diligently to learn 
the Word of God. Indeed, strong, loving Bible teaching 
prompts the church to grow and mature. The Bible contains 
the answers people are searching for today. And when Bible 
principles are taught people can, in many instances for the 
first time ever in their lives, sense a power to truly help 
them. Bible teaching causes the church to grow. 

The undeniable power of Christlikeness. The Christians 
were first called by that name here in Antioch. Think of their 
Christlike influence upon the people in the surrounding com
munity, so much so, that only the name of Christian really 
fit their actions and conduct. Hold up the powerful and mag
netic example of the Master himself. Emphasizing the char
acteristics and qualities of our Lord Jesus Christ helps every 
Christian in the local congregation to similarly develop those 
same attributes. Jesus made a lasting impact upon the commu
nity in which he lived and worked. If we pattern our lives 
after his, then we too will spiritually influence our own com
munity for the Will of God. I suppose, in conclusion, that the 
real test of a local church's spirituality and growth lays in the 
Christlikeness of each and every member. When the local 
community notices that Christians live, act, and speak dif
ferently, then a church truly has spiritual power. 

1170 Foxworthy Ave., San Jose, Ca. 95118 
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS MEET 

The National Conference of Christ ian 
School Administrators was hosted by 
Knoxvil le Christian School and arranged 
by PARTNERS for Christian Education 
of Houston. Schools representing states 
f rom California to Delaware sent ad
ministrators producing a registration of 
79. 

"The hottest topic in education today 
is the Christian school movement" is the 
way jesse Long, Greater Atlanta Chris
tian Schools, summed up things for the 
conferees. 

On Thursday, the administrators at
tended the· World's Fair. A highlight of 
the World's Fair visit was a stop at the 
church of Christ exh ibit. Many favorable 
comments were heard about the attrac
tive, well positioned exhibit, which was 
staffed with caring Christ ians. 

This annual conference, to which ad-

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard 'Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Sa lado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

ministrators of all our 155 Christian 
schools are invited, w i l l be hosted next 
year by Greater Atlanta Christian 
Schools. 

If you desire more information about 
our Christian schools or if you are inter
ested in the possibility of starting a 
Christian school, you may wish to con· 
tact: Dr. Don Gardner, President, PART
NERS for Christian Education, Interna
tional, 14614 Falling Creek, Suite 112, 
Houston, Texas, 77068, 713-537-9290. 

California Cllllrdl Mcrgcr.s 
ancl lrworpomtions 

Byron D. Groves. A ttorney 

601 N. Parkcenter. Suite 10 1. 
Santa Ana. C A 92705 

(714) 5+1-5369 
11 Years Experience 

------------------------------------------------------
Brecheen/Faulkner 

Mar~ 
Enrichment 
Seminar 

1982 SCHEDULE 
JUNE 11-12 San leandro-, CA (415) 568-7062 Church of Christ, 601 MacArthur Blvd., 94577 
JUNE 25-26 Cedar Falls, lA (319) 266-5039 Cedarloo church of Christ, Scenic & lorna, 50613 
JULY 2-3 Sao Paulo, Brazil, lnstituto de Estudos Biblicos, Caixa Postal 30.217, 01000-Capital 

-Sao Paulo, Brasil 
AUGUST 5-19 British Isles Tour Brecheen-Faulkner and friends (send for brochure), ACU Sta· 

tion, Box 7518, Abilene, TX 79699 
AUGUST 20-21 Wembley, Middlesex, England 01·904·9667 Wembley church of Christ, 92 Barn

hill Road, HA9 9BS 
SEPTEMBER 17-18 Richmond, VA (804) 264-8040 Church of Christ, 4006 Hermitage Road, Box 

9245, 23227 . 
OCTOBER 8-9 Indianapolis, IN (317) 352-9296 Southeastern church of Christ, 6500 Southeast

ern Ave., 46203 
NOVEMBER 5-6 Denton, TX (817) 382-5052 University church of Christ, 403 Welch Street, 

76201 
DECEMBER 3-4 El Paso, TX (915) 593-2772 Church of Christ in Eastwood, 10104 Album Ave., 

79925 
1983 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 28-29 Fayettevi lle, NC (919) 488·3975 Helen Street church of Christ, 1312 Stansfield 
Drive, 28303 

FEBRUARY 11-12 Portland, OR (503) 235-2681 Central church of Christ, 5231 S.E. Stark Street, 
97215 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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A SELF-PERPETUATING BOARD? 
(Continued from page 4) 

positions who would not soon have that 
opportunity if ~hey remained with the 
older congregation. 

I recently heard of a case of a man, 
once a preacher, who was suggested by 
some in his congregation as a candidate 
for being an elder; but he was refused 
by the existing elders because they 
thought he knew so much more about 
the Bible than they did that they would 
have difficulty in working w ith him. 

I have never had any question about 
the Lord's p(ovision for elders in every 
congregation. Nor have I questioned 
that they are to be highly regarded in 
love for their work's sa ke. That the Lord 
had in mind a board, I highly question; 
and that it was to be a self-perpetuating 
one, all the more so! 

Only small deviations make the dif
ference between genuine dollars and 
counterfeit ones; were it not so, no one 
wou ld be deceived by them. Every 
aspect of the Christian life has its slight 
deviation which makes it look like the 
the Lord's plan, but yet is different from 
it. The appeal of power and prestige 
conti nuously seduces all people. Exam
ple of li fe and influence fo r good that 
comes through understanding the Word 
and living with the Lord in sacrificial 
service are more difficult to maintain. 
The good shepherd lays down his l ife 
for the sheep. 

There is no easy solution known to 
me for the problem I have raised. If we 
had thoroughly qualified men, it really 
would not matter how they are appoint
ed. It is easy fo r dominant people to 
impose their wi ll on a congregat ion in 
the appointment of its elders. W ith the 
problem of caring for w idows, the 
apostles did not do that. Th ey said to 
the Grecians, "You select men of good 
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom" 
(Acts 6:3). Today we would likely say 
of that procedure, " It may give !JS 'sore
heads' who will be hard to work w ith." 

It is all too easy to engage in open 
fault-finding w ith men who are dis
charging what proves to be a thankless 
task. At the same time, it can hardly be 
denied that whi le hours are spent in 
weekly meetings taking care of neces
sary business, the words of Ezekiel in
dict our efforts: 

"The weak you have not strength
ened, the sick you have not healed, 
the cripple you have not bound up, 
the strayed you have not brought 
back, the lost you have not sought. ... 
My sheep were scattered, they wan
dered over all the mountains and on 
every high hill; my sheep were sca
tered over all the face of the earth, 
w ih none to search or seek for them 
Ezek. 34:4, 6)." 

Memphis, Tennessee, May 13, 1982. 
... _ _....,........,. .. ~----·-·--·...,....._.._...__1 
~ PEWS ... New and Used ~ 
• Pew Cushions- Pew Refinishing ~ 
~ Write or ca ll for free estimate. ~ 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. [ 
[ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 ] 
l Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 
c .............................. _....,.. .......... ~~-......... _.._.. .......... ~ 

NEED TO BUILD? 

WAIT ING FOR LOWER COSTS? 

Now is probably the best time to finance and build that we have 
had in 2 years. 

For complete details call or write: 

NOW FINANCING 

AT 13.5% ~e .~~~.~~ ')!__ Church Fin ance 

3910 E. 51, Su ite 10, Tulsa, OK 74135, Phone: 9 18·747·8868 
CALL TOLL F REE (Except from Oklahoma) 1·800·331·9152 

t'DI.JU;JtES OF CIIIIIST -
ST1\T•: o•' c;."LI.'Oil~l~\ 

If you ha\•en't checked with us- you may he pa_ving too much 
for vour insurance.'.'! 
We will provide quotes for: All types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
don.ated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life , pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more information either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street · Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265·3328 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

POR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

11 [363) 



WHO II APPOINTS" OR 110RDAINS" 
ELDERSl 

(Continued from page 6) 

The Holy Spirit, through his word, does 
that. The God-made elder has every 
qualification of a Scriptural elder before 
some one "appoints" him that he has 
after his so-called "appointment." In a 
sense, some members allow the word of 
God to grow within themselves until 
they grow up into all the qualifications 
the Holy Spirit wants. Some, of course, 
do not, and, if "appointed" by man, 
that does not make them New Testa
ment elders. You simply plant the seed, 
let it be a grain of corn, for instance. 
It germinate·s, and under the right en
vironment, it grows up to become a 
stalk of corn. It would be foolish for the 
farmer to go out into his field and 
"appoint'' that stalk of corn before it 
could be a stalk of corn. 

A person feeding upon the words of 
the Holy Spirit in the congregation de
velops all the qualifications necessary to 
be an elder. That is all that God wants 
him to be. He also grows into the hearts 
and lives of those whom he serves, and 
before whom he walks, and they accept 
him, love him, listen to him, and follow 
his guidance as he leads. Such is a Holy 
Spirit-made elder. As David Lipscomb 
said, "Any one who does the work of an 
elder is, in fact, an elder, whether he is 
appointed or not." (In Questions An
swered-P. 197.) 
502 W. Michigan Ave., Muscle Shoals, 
Ala. 35660 

YOU CAN LOSE YOUR RELIGION 
(Continued from page 8) 

leave, their faith is shattered. This, too, 
is a sign of spiritual immaturity. 

Well, if places and preachers aren't 
the answer, what is? It may sound 
quaint, but I believe with all my heart 
that the solution is to make jesus Christ 
the center of your faith. If you make 
any church or preacher the hub of your 
faith you will be spiritually out of bal
ance. But if your relig1on revolves 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year lntemshi~. 
~uallfy to be a full·tlme PERSONAL WOR • 

R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange-
llsm, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREA.OlDNG 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tottlon-Approved tor Veterans 

Benetlta 
contact 

The Dlrector--8'7• 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '7N10 

1-808·'7-5191 
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around Christ, then you never have to 
worry about losing it. No one can take 
your relationship with jesus away from 
you. 

The god that can be stolen must be 
no true god, and the faith that can be 
lost by a change in preachers or towns 

must be no true faith. Begin now in your 
college years to develop that relation
ship with the risen Christ who is every
where and everything you need. Re
member, it's not "I found it," but "I 
found him!" 
3666 Buffalo Gap Rd., Aqilene, TX 79605 

The Marriage and Family Institute 
Of Abilene Christian University 
Presents 

Counseling 
For Church 
Leaders 

A practical, intensive, one-week cour$e for ministers and elders 

Topics Include 
• Biblical views of Counseling 
• How to conduct a counseling session 
• Marriage counseling 
e Dealing with parent-child problems 
• How to tell if a person needs advanced 

treatment 
• Handling depression, anxiety, poor self-image 
• Abnormal psychological conditions 
• Handling infidelity and divorce 
• Approaching the unwilling person 
• Church discipline 
• Ami more 

Led by Dr. Royce Money 

• Can be taken for 3 hours of graduate credit 
or for non-credit 

• Economical and convenient dormitory housing 
available 

• Enrollment limited 

August 8·13, 1882 
For additional information, write or call 
the Marriage and Family Institute at ACU 
(Area 915 - 677-1911, ext. 2210) •. The 
mailing address is ACU Station. Box 8191, 
Abilene, TX 79699. 
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51 BAPTIZEDIIN KOREA 

The lord's work in Korea being done 
by Malcolm Parsley, his wife Kwiha, and 
fellow workers continues to show re
sults. This work is overseen and spon
sored by the Anchorage, Alaska, Church. 
In 1981, 51 were baptized and 107 were 
restored. 

On February 7, 1982, a special collec
tion by the Anchorage Church of Christ 
yielded $10,027 for the work in Korea. 
We have a special collection every year 
and have found it a good way both to 
raise funds and to keep our members 
informed about their involvement in 
Korea. In May two of our elders, accom
panied by their wives, will go to Korea 
to preach, teach, encourage, and ob-

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

serve so that we can better fulfill our 
responsi bi I ities. 

At the present time Malcolm Parsley 
is the only fully supported American 
missionary in South Korea. Nearly 40,-
000,000 people live in South Korea. The 

greatest needs are dedicated men and 
women to go to Korea and financial 
support of the present effort. If you are 
interested in helping this work, please 
contact the Anchorage Church of Christ, 
Box 314, Anchorage, AK 99510. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Appn;»ved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7716 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Administrator 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bodford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

nSPREADING THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST'' 

third annual 
CENTRAL TEXAS 
EVANGELISTIC 

FORUM 

June 10-12.·1982 Rockdale 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

MARVIN PHILLIPS-Tulsa. Oklahoma 
CLINE PADEN-Lubbock. Texas 
MARK PHILLIPS-College Station. Texas 
CARL WADE-Van Buren. Arkansas 
CLASS SPEAKERS: 

TOM CHAPIN-Houston, Texas 
JAMES LeFAN-Temple, Texas 
TOM PAULEY-Georgetown, Texas 
DON VINZANT-Austin, Texas 
LAVERNE WADE-Van Buren, Arkansas 
DAN WARDEN-College Station, Texas 

SONG LEADERS: 

I. D. SMITH-Shreveport, Louisiana 
KEN KENNAMER-Hearne, Texas 

ADDTIONAL INFORMATION 
TAPE RECORDINGS-All sessions will be 

recorded by lntern"tion"l Bible College, 
Florence,·Aiab"m", "nd m"y be purch"sed 
at the Forum. 

HOUSING-If you wish to st"y with "re" 
Christions or use loc"l motels, c"ll (512) 
446-5954. 

CHILD CARE-E"ch day, " staffed nursery 
will be m"de "v"ilable for b"bies thru 
three years. A Children's Bible Hour will 
be conducted e"ch evening for 4-10 year 
olds. 

EXHIBITS-Exhibits are welcomed. Call 
( 512) 446-5940 for reserved space. 
(512)TSHRD 
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SOUL SAVING WORKSHOP 
IN PENS'ACOLA 

The 4th Annual Southeastern Soul
saving Workshop is scheduled for Au
gust 15-18th at the University of West 
Florida in Pensacola, Florida. The theme 
for the workshop this yea r is " Christ's 
Love Compels Us." Speakers include 
V. P. Black, _Charles Coil, Charles Hodge, 
Rubel Shelly, Tom Holland, j oe Beam, 
Gary Brad ley, Calvin Warpula, Cecil 
May, David W heeler, Paul Tarance, 
Charlie McClendon, Bill Goree, Lynn 
McMillon, Larry Sawyer, Bi ll Hatcher, 
Bill Treet, Billy Moore, Paul Learned, 
Sue Crabtree, Michelle Levick, Tim 
Walker, and others. Ray Wa lker w il l be 
lead ing the singing each night and 
teaching a special class on evangelistic 
song leading Monday through Wednes
day. 

If you would like more information, 

write or call : Southeastern SouiSaving 
Workshop, 300 Margaret Street, Milton, 
Florida 32570, 904-623-81 82. 

I NCLUDE Y OUR ZIP CODE 

Whe n y ou s end In a list or n ew subscrlp· 
li o ns t o the Firm F oundation, please be 
•ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
a.rter the cl ty and state. 

ehroll by lept. 7 

/outflern California /cflool 
of 

~\rrowf!S®il~~llil 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 
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Effective October 1, 1981, the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

121f4% 
12%% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc . 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement Is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any o f these bonds. 
The oHering Is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 752_28 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, thro ugh thei r love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 51 2-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

em~crees 
cbaR.cbes OJ= CbR.fst: 

tnsaR.Orx:e gR.CX:Jp 

(C 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ..... ........ . ... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .. . . ... . ... .... $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
Th is Is not a contrac t, but rather a brie f 
descr iption for your considera tion. A more 
complet e description giving t he detail s of 
coverage can be found in t he g roup book
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1-713-376-8087 
"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 

Since 1975" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 8, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
AdYertlalns ln this section $1.&0 per line. Dcalsned especially to accommodate congreption.a 

adnrtiainc meeting ploca, preachers seeking work or congregations seeJdnc preachon. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR V.,ALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preachins-Personal Evangt=lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
. DmNVER. COLOB.&DO 80228 
~OOD CHURCH OF O~ST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

ATIENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
OBATBA.M. N • .;r., Fairmount and Southern 
Blv!:, 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEw YORK CITY AREA. 2.01·635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANOHOB.AGIIl OH1JROB OF 
OBR.IST, 1'100 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relAtiYea or frienda In Alaaka. Pat McMahAn or 
Glenn llandolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY ABBA SCHOOL 01!' ~CHING 
11800 Dublba Road 

PleuDDtoD, OllUforJlla ING06 
Jamea W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May. 
Church of Christ, 464'7 Haimala Rd.. Kapaa, HAwaii 
96'746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIRI 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd.. Knoxville. Tenn. 
37922. 

LOS ANGELES, CAt.IF()RNIA 
CENTRA.r; CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streeta 
Sundll7 worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Lewla Frlaby, 714-622-2586: 

-------:P:=A:=u:=l:-::H~arp== er, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 803-'789-4749 

Mac BArtee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINB-241 Center St •• V.F.W. Ball. 
Sunday claues. 10:16; Worahip, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Vlait.an Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
ll:V ANSVILLE, IND.. Z20l5 Ill. llorPJa Ave., 
u.s. 480 Ea•t Oppoalte K-llart. Office 41JIJ-
52'll. Bobb7 Wade, MID. 41J6-40C56. 
Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested. contact Steve Bergman. Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or call '707 /448-355'7.'' 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee. Oklahoma '74801. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427-5485. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2650 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
limes and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, BOX 444, FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: &12/348-3005. 
"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 475. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-writa for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
We are In need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

YUMA, AR.IZ .. 6:51 W. 28th St. Sunda7-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. SU-8'160 

Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-5105. 
. WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMO~D:-:A:::T::-::10:-:N:-:-:S:----
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
jJ~~e6. John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in· 
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-226-2310. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair nnd Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
WANTED: WOMEN'S COUNSELOR to work with Cam
pus Ministry on Lamar University campus. Experience 
preferred but not necessary. Send education back
ground and resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED, experienced In Youth 
Ministry, with ability to work in Education Ministry or 
other areas. Congregation of 300 members in urban 
area. Send resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 

AnENTION: OVERSEAS MILITARY CONCRECATIONS 
Now you can see and hear the best preachers by 
means of low-cost video tape rentals. Write for cata
log. Christian VIdeo Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 
93539. 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation In Lubbock area in 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Green 
at 806-793-2025 or Gerald Parker at 806-866-9636. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Preacher opening at Bismarck, NO effective June 1, 
1982. Applicants should send resume to: Church of 
Christ, 1914 Assumption Dr., Bismarck, NO 58501. Tele
phone inquiries to Wallace Arensmeler, 701·843-7609; 
Orlln Wick 701-258-5801; Gary Kline 701-224-1576. 
Small congregation of 60 Is self supporting in a 2-city 
area of 54,000. 
I NEED OLD SONGBOOKS for research, and wish to 
correspond with songwriters and religious poets. Steve 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, TX 79703. 
EXPERIENCED MINISTER desires to relocate. Harding 
University Grad. with BA in Bible. Married, forty years 
of age. Charles Pierce, 501-425-3512. 
Waahlngton, D.O. area-20 minutes from 
our na.tlon's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone ('703) 836-3088 or 9'11·414'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evan!rellet. 
MINISTER NEEDED: We desire a minister who is willing 
to work with the congregation to continue to become 
a great influence in the community. 70 members. Must 
be able to preach, teach, and do personal work. Town 
pop. 12,000; County 4S,OOO; ASU, 10.000. Please send 
resume to: Boone Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1265, 
Boone, NC 28607. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anitclpate 
filling this position in Summer months but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature1 and be able to provide 
~tood references. Please sena resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086: 

RETIRE in beautiful. healthy Sedona. and serve the 
Lord in a growing church. Information pack avail
able: Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 8088, Sedona, 
Ariz. 86840. 

Let ua print the next memberahip directo17 of the 
Lord"• Church whero :rou worahip. SpeedJ- aervlce, 
reaaonablo price. Send for Information and free 
sample directo17. Spangler Church Directo17 Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1'110, Auburn, CA 96608 or 
call (916) 885-6776. 

NEEDED NOW 
Preacher entering full-time gospel meeting work. Exten
sive travel Involved ••• 40 weeks or more a year. Needs 
"fifth wheel" travel trailer. Prefer it to be about 35 ft. 
in length, quality constructed, and in good condition. 
Interested in buying at reasonable price, or would con
sider leasing. Those wishing to contribute to the pur
chase of this need, can do so to Maxie B. Boren 
Evangelism lnc.1 P.O. Box 62, Corsicana, Texas, 75110-
0020. All contrloutions are tax deductible. Call AC 214· 
874-4511, or 872-5696. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers In a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work In this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
Looking for a challengel Congregation of 250 In city of 
600,000 searching for Outreach Director. Degreed 
evangelist with knowledge ·of counseling and media 
preferred. Send Jetter of application, resume and name 
and address of at least three references to: Search 
Committee, Southwest church of Christ, 11600 W. Center 
Rd., Omaha, Neb.,.68144. 
Houseparents wanted: The Central Church of Christ In 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, which oversees a home for foster 
children, is looking for qualified houseparents. The 
home will house six foster children and has 5 bed
rooms and 3 baths. If Interested please write at P. 0. 
Box 1602, Tuscaloosa, AI. 35403 or call at 205/758-1177. 

INVBSTJGATIIll Tile Firm FoulldatloA 
tria to •ereea adverthllllS'o a~~d will Dot 
knowlngl)" take quatloDable advertlllllls. 
But lt Ia tlae readez'• reQODIIIblUtF to Ill• 
velltlgate. Like all)" other paper, we ame• 
time• 111lwlttlllsl7" 'I'1ID aD llllworda)" all. 
Aa tile old aa)"lllll' pe., before 7011 IDvellt. 
lnvutl~~mte I 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1·800·531·5227 
Texas Residents 1·800·252-91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 

WANTED 

Salary Open 

Qualifications: Professional certification, 
Elementary Teaching Experience, Faithful 
Christian, Active Church of Christ Member
ship. Redland Christian Academy, 17700 
S.W. 280 Street, Homestead, FL 33031. 

Phone: 305·248-5306 or 305-248-0908 

When VIsiting lhe World's Fair, StaJ At 

HILTON ROAD INN 
All N LESS THAN 5 miles 

8W-from WORLD'S FAIR 
Located: 1234 Hilton Rd. 

Knoxville, TN 37919 
-2 people $65, ($5 ea. add.) 

• table TV 
For Reservations 

Write or CaD 
(615) 

588·1982 
Most Dates 
Still Open 

Comer Hilton Rd. & Middlebrook Pt 
ConvenlentiJ located off '1-40 & 1·75 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM C.D.I. 

Alexander Scourby' s Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

Album 
6~S5C'II C:S 

Holder 
16C&Ncuc. 

Holdc:r 
2Cuacttco '-- --J 

• Reproduction is made direcd y from the original 
masters, giving the highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these produces. T his 
reduces stretching and distortion which is often 
experienced with thin tapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy co search out 
specific scri 1nures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders wi th velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. 

Now, you h ave the facts .. . NEW . . . IMPROVED .. . AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free, 1-800-531-5227. In Texas Call 1-800-252-9103. 

Vinyl Vinyl 
Album OR H older Produce Volume Casseues Price 

The Complete Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 64 $199.50 

The Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
(plus $7.50 pos tage and hand ling) 

48 $159.95 

The N ew Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $7.50 pos tage and handling) 

16 $ 49.95 

Psalms and Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $5.00 postage and handling) 

6 $ 24.95 

T he Gospel of John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $3.60 postage and handl ing) 

2 $ 9.95 

Romans .. . ...... . ..... .. . . .......... . . . . 
(plus $ 1.50 poswge and handling) 

1 $ 6.95 
(plus $ 1.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHIP TO: AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ ______ _ 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

Address. ___________________________________ City ____________ St ate _________ _Lip _____ _ 
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Vol. 99, No. 24 

PEPPERDINE'S ISSUES FORUM drew a full house for both ses
sions of a discussion of The Authority and Function of Elders, 
during the lectureship he ld annually o n the Pepperdine 
Campus. 

Austin, Texas, June 15, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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1982 Pepperdine University l ectureship ..... . . . ... . 8 and 9 



GJitoria/ 
Times and Preaching Have Changed 
Someone observed to us that in these times it must 

be very difficu lt to be a preacher. There was a time 
when preachers were highly respected and the work 
of the· church revolved around them. But not any more. 
Well, it dep~nds on how you look at it. In many ways 
it is a very good job. You are likely to have subsidized 
housing, which is no little item in these t imes. You 
usually have a car allowance which most fo lks don't 
have. Most preachers get thei r insurance and hospitali
zation paid, as well as their utility and phone bills. A 
lot of good things can be said about the job-so long 
as one doesn' t dabble in preaching. 

An " 1-they" syndrome is developing whic_h we see as 
very destructive, as far as a preacher's work is con
cerned. It is increasingly hard for a preacher to th ink 
of himself as one of the fl ock. He t hinks of himself as the 
manager o f a staff-the head of an organ ized enter
prise. If elders are developing a gap between themselves 
and the congregation w ith their shot-calling practices, 
preachers are doing even more. Many are reaching the 
point where they cannot tolerate being crossed, and 
correction is an anathema. 

The " I" is the preacher and the "they" may be the 
elders, the memebrs, the teachers, or most any other 
group. Preachers want the congregation united alright, 
but on a level one step below themselves. They must 
remember t hat they, too, are members of the body. Un
consciously many preachers are encouraging a "we
they" relationship between groups in the congregation 
-which is the forerunner of t roub le. 

There are many reasons fo r division in congregations. 
We would attri bute a lot of them to the increasing bu
reaurocracy,-the rule making, organization and indi
rect communication which is large ly a consequence of 
the sheer size of many of our congregations. One of the 
things that lads to centralization of authority is growth, 
and the consequent need to govern relatively common 
patterns of performance among members. The stan
dardization of these practices leads to the development 
of " routine Christianity" and routine ways of dealing 
with people. Systems are introduced for the handling of 
the human process, and a jargon of administrative ser
vice replaces individual initiative in the church. The 
preacher becomes an administrator, or business man
ager, rather t han a proclaimer of the Good News. 

Having been a preacher and having worked with a 
number of rather large congregations, we can empa
thize with the preachers w ho find themselves cast in 
the role of corporation manager rather than proclaimer. 
This is at least one of the reasons why we quit " focal 
work" more than a quarter century ago. 

When preachers are poorly paid they have a great deal 
of f reedom that they do not have when they are given 
high salaries and put under pressure to produce. The 
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poor preacher who was condescended to by the 
"brethren" with chickens and eggs and a ham now and 
then could speak his mind. But when the preacher Jives 
in the finest house in town on a lovely tree shaded ave
nue, and is in the upper 5% of the income bracket, 
managing a corporation with several hundred or sev
eral thousand constituents and a million dollar budget
that's big business. He becomes accountable to those 
who set his salary, and is under pressure to deliver or 
move on to make room for someone who can and will. 
Our very size and our prosperity has changed the role 
of the preacher. He doesn't have time to meddle with 
preaching any more. We do not think a preacher who 
really wants to preach needs to apologize for his mid
career change to something besides "local work." He 
almost has to, in order to give himself more fully to 
preaching. Inside pressures have forced him into a role 
he does not want to play any longer. Routine adminis
trative work has driven out the evangelistic urge that 
started him out as a preacher of the gospel. 

The gui lt feelings that preachers have over becoming 
managers of programs drive them to compensate by 
shuffling papers, bossing the staff, or going into counsel
ing. The thing that was their life's calling has been re
duced to ·a twenty-five minute stage appearance before 
a home audience. 

Why can't we put preachers in the pulpit and let the 
pu lpit become their throne, rather than the church 
office? Let's wind them tight w ith an insatiable zeal for 
the lost and turn them loose on the world. Somebody 
else can mind the store. 

If, as we sometimes put it, "e lders are doing the dea
con's work, and the deacons don' t know what they are 
supposed to do," it is even more true that preachers are 
doing a church manager's work, rather than the min is
try they prepared themselves for. We can hi re a better 
business manager to manage the corporation than the 
preacher is in most cases. He is cast in a role he was not 
cut out for. Many of our church situations are in sham
bles, and stay that way, because we try to orchestrate 
them with someone who is ill prepared for the job. We 
would suggest that it would help a lot to get the local 
congregation on course if the average group of elders 
hired a church manager, like they hire a janitor or a 
secretary, and leave the preacher free to do what his 
first inspi ration called him to do-preach the gospel. 

Why even call him a preacher when ninety percent 
of his time, energy and talent, if any, is spent on some
thing beside preaching? 

Yes, times have changed, and so has the role of a 
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The Unholy Use of the Secular Press 
RONALD G. WINTERS 

Currently there is a large amount of literature on the mar
ket concerning cults. "Cult'' is a term that has come to mean 
something sinister and evil, although according to Webster's 
Dictionary, almost any religious organization could be con
sidered a cult. Webster's definition being: A formal religious 
veneration: worship: or a system of religious beliefs and 
ritual, also, its body of adherents. Sometimes we forget that 
even in the New Testament times Christians were viewed as a 
cult or sect. In Acts 28:22 it says: "But we desire to hear from 
you what your views are; for with regard to this sect we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against." This directed 
towards the apostle Paul regarding Christianity. 

Is the concern valid? Of course it is. But the problem is not 
in having valid concerns, the problem is in how and upon 
what we make judgments and label certain groups as sinister 
and evil or good and right. Obviously for Christians the stan
dard must be God's word and not opinion or feelings which 
can be influenced by anger or jealously or other emotions. 
Certainly the danger in emotional judgements can be seen in 
their effect on Jesus himself. In response to the world's un
just criticism, jesus said in John 15:25; "It is to fulfill the word 
that is written in their law, 'They hated me without a cause.' " 
Even Pontius Pilate recognized the emotional judgement the 
Jews had made against jesus when it says in Matthew 27:18; 
"For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered 
him up." It is obvious from this that judgements based upon 
emotion and not God's word can cause grave injustices. 

Emotional judgements are being made on some segments 
of the church today: judgements that are based upon what 
someone else has said or felt instead of God's word. The 

preacher. We have almost completely destroyed the of
fice of an evangelist. What preaching there is being 
done is done largely to "us" and not to sinners. The 
Good News is not getting to those who need it so badly, 
because our preachers are not preaching to them; they 
are preaching to us. We have heard so much preaching 
it has quit having any effect on us. Not long ago, we had 
finished a sermon, and had gone dutifully back to the 
door to shake hands-professionally. A member came 
by and gripped our hand warmly, saying, "Preacher, that 
was a wonderful sermon!" We had our mouth all puck
ered up to say, "thank you," like we always do. And 
then he said, "But we don't aim to do a thing in the 
world about it." How true! Every preacher feels the frus
tration of it. Yet the times have locked him into a role 
that he is forced to step up on the stage and play. 

We might turn things around for the better if preach
ers would insist upon their being free to preach the 
gospel to the people who need it instead of those who 
have heard it until preaching is ineffective, and if 
churches would support them while they preach to sin
ners like we support them while they preach to us. 

people who are involved in this I believe to be sincere, but 
they are reacting to a "cult scare" with emotion instead of 
knowledge or truth. The result has been to cause brothers in 
Christ to bite and devour one another. 

There are some legalistic brethren who would never con
sider taking their brother to court, and yet apparently feel 
no qualms about having their brothers judged by the un
righteous world through the press. Yet I believe this is the 
very thing Paul was saying they should not do. In this regard 
I feel that Paul's remarks to these Cqrinthians could well ap
ply to many in the church today. Paul says: "But I, brethren, 
could not address you as spiritual .men, but as babes in 
Christ, . . . for you are still of the flesh. For while there is 
jealousy and strife among you, are you not behaving like 
ordinary men? 

Probably the greatest damage is the effect on those in the 
world. Some may think that the airing of our opinionated dif
ferences in print before the world will give the church the 
reputation of honesty or integrity. But I'm afraid to most of 
the world it is very confusing and often a little frightening. 
They too react with an emotional judgement, not knowing 
the word of God. For them one segment of the church at
tacking another in the press only leads to suspicion of the 
whole church. Brethren must also realize that they cannot 
control what the press says in addition to what they say. 
Whereas they only intended their comments to reflect on a 
certain segment of the church, in the press they can be used 
as attacks on the whole church. 

An article which recently appeared in the Florida Magazine 
Section of the Sentinel Star carried articles by certain brothers 
attacking the practices of certain other brothers. This kind of 
sensational reporting sells papers, so it was highlighted by 
the newspaper with a cover story and full page illustrations. 
The article also contained quotes from various non-Christian 
sources. But within the article not only was one group at
~acked, but also one of our most prestigious Christian col
leges and the church of Christ itself. 

I don't believe the brothers that were quoted in this ar
ticle intended to criticize the church. None-the-less, they 
were linked to it in this article. 

The first part of this same article seemed critical of the 
contributions this group received. This is something that is 
widely criticized of churches as a whole and cults in par
ticular. But imagine what this secular newspaper might also 
say about congregations sponsoring "Stewardship Seminars" 
about giving, or congregations that have raised a million dol
lars or so in a single contribution. 

The point is, if brothers continue to go to the secular 
press with their judgements against one another and bite and 
devour one another, they will surely be consumed by one 
another and Satan will make sure the world knows about it. 

Solomon said in Proverbs 26:20, "For lack of wood the fire 
goes out; and where there is no gossip, quarreling ceases." 
In verse 27 he said, "He who digs a pit will fall into it, and 
a stone will come back upon him who starts it rolling." 

Box 1236, Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931 
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The Death of "Infant Doe" RUBEL SHELLY 

A baby was born at the Bloomington 
(Indiana) Hospital on April 9, 1982. The 
only identification of the child in hos
pital records released to the public was 
"Infant Doe." Infant Doe lived only one 
week, dying at 10:30 p.m. on the night 
of April 15, 1982. 

What makes the death of infant Doe 
so tragic is that he did not have to die. 
He died of starvation. An operation 
could have been performed to correct 
a birth defect that closed off his esopha
gus and would not allow food to pass 
into his stomach. The child's parents re
fused to allow the treatment. When the 
legality of their decision was questioned, 
the issue went into the courts. The In
diana Supreme Court voted three to one 
n?! to interfere with the parents' de
CISion. 

Oh, yes. The child also had Down's 
Syndrome. 

Down's Snydrome (also known as 
Mongolism) is a condition which results 
from chromosome abnormality. "Nor
mal" cells have 46 chromosomes, but 
those of a person with Down's Syn
drome may have 47 or one exceptionally 
large chromosome among his or her 
46. A child with this genetic problem 
suffers mental retardation, unusual body 
features (e.g., a rounded head and wide
set eyes), and, frequently, lethal heart 
defects. 

There is a moral and spiritual issue 
here which looms far larger than either 
the medical or legal questions. That 
question has to do with the value of 
human life-even "defective" human 
life. It concerns whether or not mental
ly and/or physically handicapped per
sons should be given full or partial 
rights within their societies. It even 
raises the question of what should be 
regarded as human fife. 

Compassion for Parents 
One of the first things to occur to 

anyone thinking about such a case as 
that of Infant Doe would be his parents. 
All three of the children born to my 
wife and me were tagged "normal" by 
the attending physicians. But I have been 
in. hospit~l. corridors and waiting rooms 
w1th fam1ftes who were given the news 
that their infants were "abnormal." 1 
have a~onized with these people and 

· ·shed b1tter tears over their situation. 1 
have gone home, embraced my own 
children again, and thanked God anew 
for their good physical and mental 
health. 

No, I am not unsympathetic toward 
the parents of Infant Doe. Their grief is 
not to be dismissed lightly nor their 
problem minimized. But their heart
rending agony was not justification for 
taking the life of their son! 

The question here is not whether or 
not such situations place heavy burdens 
on parents, health care institutions and 
society. The question is whether o~ not 
the patients involved have the basic 
human right to end human life. 

Infants with Down's Syndrome, old 
people who are senile, teen-agers who 
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have suffered terrible brain injuries in 
automobile accidents, or heart attack 
victims who are being kept alive by 
means of a respirator have rights which 
must be respected by people respon
sible for their care. 

In Days Gone By 
In pre-Christian times, the exposure 

of unwanted or deformed babies was a 
common practice. Will Durant, in his 
"Life of Greece," relates the customs of 
Sparta and Athens. 

In ancient Sparta, where physical 
strength and skill in combat were prized 
so highly, there was a rigorous practice 
of eliminating "unfit" infants from the 
~om~u!"ity .. Every fathe~ had the right of 
mfant1c1de (I.e., the takmg of an infant's 
life) over his own children·. Girls were 
sometimes exposed, simply because they 
would not become warriors. Boys were 
routinely done away with if their ap
pearance was less than robust. Then, if 
the father decided to keep a child, that 
child would then have to be brought 
before a state council of inspectors. Any 
child that appeared defective was 
thrown from a cliff of Mt. Taygetus. 

Plato, highly regarded for his moral 
philosophy, recommended that 'children 
of "inferior" persons and "any of the 
other sort who are born defective" 
should be disposed of by the guardians 
of the state ("Republic" 460C). 

In the days of the early church, things 
had not changed. Commenting on the 
situation in the mid-first century, Wil
liam Barclay writes: "It was quite true 
that this was an age in which family love 
was dying. Never was the life of the 
child so precarious as at this time. Chil
dren were considered a misfortune. 
When a child was born, the child was 
taken and laid at the father's feet. If the 
father lifted up the child that meant that 
he acknowledged it. If he turned away 
and left it the child was literally thrown 
out. There was never a night when there 
were not thirty or forty abandoned chil
dren l~ft i~ the .Roman forum. Every 
mght m hfe ch1ldren were literally 
thrown away. Even Seneca, great soul as 
he was, could write: 'We kill a mad 
dog; we slaughter a fierce ox; we' plunge 
the knife into sickly cattle lest they taint 
the herd; children who are born weakly 
and deformed we drown' " ("The Letter 
to the Romans, pp. 32-33). 

New Testament Norms 
It was the arrival of Christianity into 

the Roman world that challenged and 
eventually eliminated the practice of in
fanticide. 

Jesus made it the obligation of his fol
lowers to show love toward all (Matt. 
22:37-38). He showed his own Jove for 
little children. He said the "greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven" was the person 
who could become as a little child 
(Matt. 18:1-4). He said. "And whoso 
shall receive one such little child in 
my name. receiveth me" (Matt. 18:5). 
He took t1me to receive little children 
lay his hands on them, and pray fo; 
them (Matt. 19:13-15). 

When Paul listed the sins of the pagan 
world apart from God, he named 
"astorgos" in Romans 1:31. Various 
translations render the word "without 
natural affection," "heartless," or "in
human." It refers to a Jack of the sort 
of natural, family affection that should 
be extended by an individual to those 
of his own kind. 

Both abortion and infanticide were 
common practices in the world until 
Christianity came on the scene and 
ameliorated the human condition with 
its teaching about compassion. Today, 
as the world has generally turned away 
from Jesus, it is only to be expected that 
both these practices should become 
common again. 

What is Life Humanl 
The issue with regard to abortion, In

fant Doe, and all related cases is this: 
What life shall we regard as human 
life? 

Plants and animals are both alive. But 
we do not accord them the same rights 
as humans. Should a fetus or defective 
newborn be regarded as a plant, animal, 
or sub-human? Or must we fight to see 
them respected as humans? 

There is only one criterion for being 
accounted human that can be used with 
any consistency: A life conceived of 
human parents is human. By a process 
of elimination, this definition of human 
life is the only one among those which 
have been offered which can survive. 
Consider the alternatives below. 

Some argue that viability (i.e., the 
fetus' ability to survive outside the 
womb) is the criterion of human life. 
This is the "breath of life" theory of 
when human life begins. But what of ar
tificial incubation? Has the definition of 
what is human changed as our ability to 
save premature babies has increased? 
Only a few years ago, researchers be
lieved babies Jess than 1800 grams (3 
pounds 15 ounces) faced a high risk of 
brain hemorrhage and would either die 
or develop cerebral palsy. Efforts at 
resuscitation were rarely attempted. Re
cent studies at Johns Hopkins University 
of 150 such infants found that none died 
and most seemed to be doing well. 
Furthermore, dependence does not end 
with birth and the taking of breath. 
Physical and social dependence con
tinue for years with every child born. Is 
he or she not human until that point is 
reached? 

Others would define human life in 
terms of merories formed from personal 
experience. If a person has lived long 
enough to encounter his world and 
other persons within and has mental 
ability sufficient to record and recall 
those experineces, he or she should be 
accounted human. But this not only 
rules out fetal and newborn fife from 
being considered human, it also rules 
out an old person suffering from senility 
or an otherwise robust and young per
son suffering from aphasia (i.e., loss of 
memory). 

Another suggestion for defininR 
human life is social visibility (i.e., social 
perception as a human). Since a fetus or 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The most common word in our vo
cabulary is the word success. One has 
said that we Jive in one of the most 
success oriented societies ever known to 
man. Our world has sold us on the idea 
!ha! i.n order for us to have any value as 
mdrvrduals we must experience its par
ticular brand of success. 

Most heart attacks and ulcers stem di
rectly from the idea that success is a 
measure of self-worth. It we don't suc
ceed at our chosen professions we aren't 
worth much as persons, or so the myth 
goes. So we begin pushing to get ahead 
never realizing that when one person 
moves ahead someone else usually gets 
pushed aside. "We should always be 
careful to notice those whom we pass as 
we go up," someone wisely said, "be
cause we will probably pass them on our 
way down!" Too often broken homes, 
drunkedness and other things we label 
as social ills are direct by-products of 
this mad rush to get ahead. Any person, 
regard.less o_f who they are or where 
they live, will pay a heavy price when 
they blindly push themselves up the lad
der because success in one area of life 
usually means failure in another. 

One of the most discouraging facts of 
life is that the world's standard of suc
cess may be met by only a few 11gifted" 
individuals. Out of all the world's popu
lation only one tenth of one percent 
actually make it! To people who have 
had their minds conditioned to think 
that success determines self-worth this 
fact is often very discouraging! However, 
God has designed true success in such 
a way that it may be achieved by all! 
Under God's plan every person may be 
successful! By doing it God's way, each 
person can enjoy that success which is 
truly satisfying and pleasing in his sight! 

If we search the scriptures we see that 
God's standard for success is often dif
ferent from the standard of man. Men 
such as Jeremiah, John the Baptist, and 
Jesus Christ were not successful in the 
eyes of their peers but they were re
spected by God! Therefore, Christians 
today must strive to bring their defini
tions of success into line with God's re
quirements. 

One of the most descriptive Biblical 
definitions of true success is found in 
Romans 12. There are three definitions 
of true success found there and it will 
do us a great deal of good to consider 
them. 

The first characteristic of true success 
in the sight of God is that of holiness. 
Romans 12:1 reads, 111 urge you there
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual service of worship." In 
today's world this idea of holiness is not 
one that finds much popularity. We live 
in a time when getting ahead is con
sidered far more important than living a 
holy life. 

However, holiness is not an option 
for the Christian. It is the center of his 
life and is required if he is to live ac
ceptably before God. 11 Be ye holy for I 
am holy," God commanded his people 
in the Law. How much more important 

"True Su((essl" 
PAUL D. KEARBY 

it is for us who are the spiritual descen
d~nts of Abraham today to seriously take 
t~rs .c~mmandment into our hearts and 
live rt m our lives! Holiness is the key to 
successful Christian Jiving! 

How can one live a life of holiness in 
today's world? The clue is found in Ro
m~ns 12:2, 'Do not be conformed to 
thrs ~orld but be transformed by the 
renewmg of. your mind, that you may 
prove what rs the will of God, what is 
good, acceptable and perfect." Part of 
the secret of holiness depends on what 
we do with our minds. 

11
You are what you think you are!" is 

perhaps one of the most correct state
ments made in this century. It is a fact 
that what we put into our minds largely 
determines what kind of people we be
come. When we fill our minds with all 
th.at is good and wholesome, our lives 
wr.ll rf7flect those qualities. The human 
!llmd rs a very powerful instrument and 
1~ must be used wisely if we are to live 
nght! 

Realizing the importance of the mind 
thf7 . ap~stle Paul urged the church at 
Phrllppr to allow their minds to dwell on 
things that are true, honorable, right, 
pure, lovely, or good repute, excellent, 
~nd worthy of praise. Therefore, holy 
lives are those whose thoughts are set 
on holy and righteous things. 

It is possible for one to reach the 
height of success in terms of money 
prestige and power; one could eve~ 
become a successful leader in the 
church and still be a failure in the sight 

, of God by neglecting true holiness. To 
be successful Christians, to Jive the vic
torious life, we must lead Jives that are 
characterized by true holiness which 
comes from a day by day walk with the 
Lord. 

The second divine characteristic of 
true success is acceptance. Romans 
12:3ff teaches that acceptance is realiz
!ng that God has chosen a place for us 
m the body of Christ and equipped us 
with that which is necessary for us to 
function in that position effectively. It 
rs a place where we may use the skills 
abilities, opportunities and talents th~ 
Lord has blessed us with to serve the 
church, others, and glorify his name. 
In this we find the true meaning and 
substance of life! 

In the body of Christ some are to be 
teachers, others are to be preachers and 
others have talents that are to be used in 
some other capacity. We do not all serve 
in the same place doing the same thing. 
God has given each of us different roles 
to play and different responsibilities to 
fulfill. 

Paul pointed out to the Roman church 
the importance of every individual 
Christian in the church; all are im
portant and needed for the proper func
tioning of the body of Christ. We usually 
refer to those who have lost a leg or an 
arm or some other member of their 

~ody as ~eing handicapped. The same 
rdea applies to the church in which 
members are allowed to 11flounder 
along," never developing those talents 
and abilities which the Lord has blessed 
them with and using them for his ser
vicf7! Every member, regardless of age, 
sacral status, wealth or Jack of it is 
important! Our duty is to see to it that 
all are usesd so that the body is built 
up and the Lord glorified as lost souls 
are turned from sin to righteous re
pentance. 

Each of us has worth in the eyes of 
the Lord. Not all of us are destined to 
be "super soul winners" or powerful 
preachers, or outstanding song leaders. 
But we can be successful in God's eyes 
if we accept our abilities, develop our 
talents, and contribute them to his 
service! 

The third divine characteristic of true 
success is obedience. The child of God 
is assured of success in the sight of his 
Master simply by doing his will! 

Paul gave the Roman church some 
specific things to do. "Let love be genu
ine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what 
is good; love one another with brother
ly affection; out do one another in 
showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be 
aglow with the Spirit, SERVE THE 
LORD!" Perhaps if we as a brotherhood 
were more concerned with doing these 
things instead of labeling each other for 
the version of the Bible we preach out 
of or the method we use in converting 
lost souls to the Lord, more success 
would be realized in our efforts to 
spread the gospel of Christ! 

The importance of obedience cannot 
be overly stressed. We live in a time 
when doing our own thing is the stan
dard. Somehow we have allowed the 
idea to enter our minds that obedience 
to a divine set of instructions destroys 
our freedom! 

When this idea is accepted by Chris
tian thinking people, all sorts of things 
begin to happen. Because of our cry for 
freedom, immorality now poisons many 
congregations. The demand for freedom 
has caused many good marriages to end 
in bitter divorce. The church needs to 
realize that true spiritual freedom is 
never achieved apart from obedience to 
the will of God. Rather, the New Testa
ment teaches that man is set free from 
his sins to obey and serve the Lord. Peter 
wrote, "Live as free men, yet without 
using your freedom as a pretext for evil; 
but live as SERVANTS OF GOD!" By the 
blood of Jesus Christ you and I are set 
free from the bondage of sin to place 
ourselves in subjection to him who died 
for us. Through obedience we find free
dom and through continual faithfulness 
we become successful servants of our 
Master! 

If we are to be truly successful in the 
sight of the Lord, we must combine 
these three divine characteristics in our 
lives. God does not measure success by 
human standards, rather our success in 
the Christian race will be seen in our 
holy Jives, our acceptance of the gifts 
and talents and their use in God's ser-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Facing Death' s Realities 
From the common experience of life 

and the inspired word of God, we all 
know that "it is appointed unto men 
once to die." A thousand years before 
Jesus, the wise man wrote, "There is a 
time to be born and a time to die." Life 
is only preparation for death. We pre
pare for a career. We prepare for mar
riage. We pepare for a new baby. We 
prepare for a job change and a move 
across the country. Likewise, sensible 
people prepare for death. Even though 
we all die as amateurs, we can still 
prepare for our departure. 

Death is .camouflaged in our society. 
We use euphemisms like "pass away," 
"he's gone," "she faded away," or "he's 
at peace now" to try to cover up death. 
We like movies with happy endings 
where "the good guy wearing the 
white hat" lives on happily everafter. 
Death is the last taboo in our con
versation; it is as unmentionable as sex 
was to the Victorian age. Everyone 
seems to be basically convinced of his 
own immortality. We live as though 
death did not exist for us. At any given 
moment, we human beings think that we 
are going to be here another moment. 

A moment of reflection will convince 
us that the death rate is 1 00%: one 
death for every birth. Five thousand 
Americans die daily, two million every 
year. Every day, 250,000 people die in 
the world. Life is a one-way street with 
no return trips. The moment we are 
born, we are old enough to die. In 
America, one-third of our people die 
before the age of 65. Life is not a matter 
of if I die, but when I die. We will all 
die unless Jesus returns first. Every day, 
we need to look ourselves in the mir
ror and say, "You are mortal. You will 
die. Your body will be carried to the 
cemetery. You will be remembered for 
a little while by those that live, but 
eventually you will be forgotten." 

The Bible has no extra information 
about the process of death, about what 
takes place in the heartbeat or the brain
wave. The Bible is not a medical dic
tionary to give the exact clinicians's 
definition of death. While you will not 
find this kind of medical information in 
the Bible, you will find a Christian faith 
that is pessimistic about this temporal 
world and optimistic about our eternal 
God. The world is passing away, but 
those who live with Jesus now, will live 
with him forever in the totality of their 
personalities through a bodily resur
rection like unto his. This faith enables 
us to live in courage and to die in 
dignity. 

Death is a dreaded enemy, but 
through Jesus' resurrection, a defeated 
enemy. Death is not glorified, cosme
ticized, sanitized, or anesthetized in the 
Scriptures. Death came into the world 
as the pay check of sin. It is unnatural, 
abnormal, and opposed to Cod. Death 
is God's final "no" to man's pride, self
sufficiency, and rebellion. The second 
death, hell, is but the end result of a 
life lived without God. 
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God is not the author of death, but 
the finisher of death. Jesus is the author 
of eternal life to all those that obey him. 
At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus trium
phantly spoke, "I am the resurrection 
and the life. He that believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live." He 
assured his disciples, "If I go away I 
will come again and receive you unto 
myself that where I am there you may 
be also. Because I live, you shall live 
also." Jesus defeated death in his resur
rection. The torture stake of the cross 
has been turned into the triumphant 
symbol of redemption. We still die phy
sically because we are Adam's children, 
but we shall all live eternally because 
we are Christ's disciples. 

We learn how to live by teaming how 
to die. Wilhelm Dilthey was right: "The 
thing that more than anything else pro
foundly determines the way we feel 
about life is the way we feel about 
death." The Bible expresses it, "Teach 
us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." Death 
makes us more alive because it demands 
that we value each nonrepeatable, non
retractable, and nonreturnable moment. 
Anyone who has faced the immediacy 
of death always values the gift of life. 
Every new morning is a special gift from 
God. We didn't earn it, we don't deserve 
it, but our gracious God gives it to us. 
Since our supply of days is limited, we 
don't have time to follow second-rate 
objectives, or be artificial or insincere. 
We must choose our priorities carefully 
and give life "our best shot" because 
we have no second chance and we're 
not coming back. Death gives meaning 
to life and helps us structure the best 
use of our time. It compels us to squeeze 
every second from every hour to make 
the maximum use of our opportunities. 

Imagine that you are going to die 
within the next six months. Write down 
some things you would want to change 
in your life. What would you do? Why 
don't you do those things now because, 
in fact, you may not have but six months 
to live? If you have sixty years left, you 
still would not spend your .time any bet
ter than if you did those very things you 
would do if you had only six months. 

The great challenge of life is to make 
the most of what God has given you. 
God asks us all three questions: 1. Who 
are you? 2. What are you committed to? 
3. How are you going to go about liv
ing out that commitment? The study 
and awareness of death can be positive, 
healthy, and life affirming if we use it 
to make our lives what they ought to be. 

When death occurs, call your minis
ter, the funeral director, and your close 
friends. Make the funeral services posi
tive with songs of faith and precious 
words of love and comfort. The surviv
ing family needs to set aside some time 
for reflection. Time alone does not heal 
grief, but the right activities in time do 
bring eventual emotional healing. It is 
good and proper to talk about the per
son that has died and what he meant to 

each member of the family. Family 
members need to share the good and 
the bad, the funny and the serious, 
and the uniqueness of the deceased's 
life and what it had in common with 
others. 

Family members also need to explore 
the future and what it may hold for the 
family unit. Since the deceased cannot 
be replaced, everything is not going to 
be all right. Adjustments will need to be 
made. The family needs to have a frank 
and thorough discussion of their future 
as a family unit. 

Most of all, the family needs to reaf
firm individual commitment to one an
other. Every member of the surviving 
family needs to say to every other mem
ber of the surviving family, "I love you. 
I care for you. I want you and we are 
going to work this out together." Every 
family member needs to know that 
every other member of the family has 
deep concern for him or her. When he 
(she) becomes convinced that the other 
members of the family are intact and 
care for one another, then that individ
ual's life can be changed and the pro
cess of the family can continue. 

To ~urn up, the Bible teaches us to 
take death seriously enough to see 
life's true perspective. We need to 
examine our values and reorder them if 
necessary. Our highest priority must 
be experiencing God's love and loving 
him and our neighbors. We should live 
as men and women of a faith grounded 
in Jesus Christ and his life, death, and 
resurrection. When we die, we shall live 
again. Whether we live or die, we can 
never be separated from Jesus Christ. 
The Christian lives for the glory of God, 
both in life and in death. 
3201 North 7th Street, West Monroe, LA 
71291 

Tote and Quote JAMEs o, BALEs 

At one time members of the church 
were known as a Bible reading, Bible 
quoting, and Bible living people. They 
were always toting and quoting scrip
ture. Like the eunuch, whenever they 
had the opportunity they read the Bible. 
He carried scripture with him and on the 
way back from Jerusalem was "sitting in 
his chariot, and was reading the prorhet 
Isaiah." He did not understand al he 
read, but as a result of his willingness 
to discuss scripture with even a strang
er, he learned more. As a result of 
toting, quoting, and discussing scripture 
one teaches others as well as learns 
from others. 

"Thus saith the Lord" is as im
portant today as it was in the first cen
tury. Whether we carry a copy of the 
Bible with us, or portions of it in our 
mind, we need to discuss scripture as 
we have opportunity. The discussion of 
other topics may open ears and give us 
an opportunity to go on to discuss scrip
ture, but unless we have the scriptures in 
our hearts we are not going to be able 
to speak out of the abundance of our 
heart. What do you tote and quote? 
What is the church known for today? 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 15, 1982 



Knowing You Are Saved {1) 

Some brethren hold to the view that 
we cannot know for sure that we are 
saved until the judgment day. This view 
is based on the fact that it is possible 
to fall from grace. If we can fall from 
grace, then the events of the future may 
lead us into falling from grace. There
fore, Paul's statement: "Take heed lest 
you fall" is interpreted to mean that we 
must live the Christian life with a perpet
ual sense of uncertainty about our sal
vation. This uncertain attitude should be 
a positive motivation to keep us work
ing toward our salvation. These brethren 
claim that when people say they know 
they are saved, then they relax and quit 
working with diligence; therefore, they 
are not taking heed lest they fall. 

The New Testament does not teach 
this doctrine as we have outlined it. 
John said, "I have written to you who 
believe ... in order that you may know 
that you have eternal life." (I Jn. 5:13). 
If I know I have eternal life, then I 
know that I am saved. There is no doubt 
or uncertainty. 

Some brethren shy away from a frank 
admission that they know they are saved 
because they see this practise abused. 
Denominational people believe, but 
they will not be baptized for the remis
sion of their sins. They pray for the 
remission of sins instead of being bap
tized for the remission of sins. As a 
result of their prayer they are filled 
with an emotional sensation which they 
interpret as a "feeling of salvation." 
These people declare that they know 
they are saved. We know their "knowl
edge" is false because they have not 
obeyed the gospel. Some brethren point 
to this abuse and contend that this 
proves that there is no virtue in "know
mg" that you are saved. 

Those who shy away from a frank 
admission of their own salvation are 
reacting to one extreme by going to the 
other extreme. The extreme practised by 
some of our brethren is just as wrong 
as the extreme practised by denomina
tional people. let us contrast the Bible 
teaching on this subject to the.demoni
national practise. 

Denominational people say they 
know they are saved because of a feel
ing they have in their heart. Real Chris
tian knowledge of salvation is NOT 

JOE ED FURR 

based on this kind of emotionalism! 
John gives us three tests that we should 
administer to ourselves. If we can pass 
these three tests, then we can know 
that we are saved. All three tests are 
found in the book of I John. Let us dis
cuss these tests. 

First, we can know we are saved if we 
keep God's commandments (I john 2: 
3-5). This test is easy to understand. 
Obedience comes before salvation (Heb. 
5:9). God's commandments contain 
promises. If we believe, we will be 
saved. If we repent we will be saved. If 
we are baptized we will be saved. If you 
have obeyed these commands, then 
you can be assured that the promises of 
God are a present reality in your life! 

Second, we can know we are saved 
if we love the brethren (I John 3:14-19). 
John does not say that love in general 
proves we are saved. He says that one 
specific kind of love is our proof
brotherly love. There is much hate in 
the world. The world hates our brethren 
(I John 3:13). Brotherly love makes 
God's children stand out in stark con
trast to Satan's children. When you feel 
dose to your brethren, this is a sign 
that J.ou are a part of the body of the 
save . Therefore, you know you are 
saved. 

Third, we can know we are saved if 
the Holy Spirit dwells in us (I John 3: 
24-4:13). The indwelling of the Spirit 
is promised to those who are baptized 
(Acts 2:38 & 5:32). The Spirit dwells in 
you to give you a seal on the contract 
God has made with you to be your 
Savior (Eph. 1 :13/4:30). If God has 
sealed his covenant with you by the in
dwelling of the Spirit, then you can 
know that you are saved. 

If I have obeyed the gospel, if I love 
my brethren, and if I have the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in me, then I have eter
nal life. I know it! This is not an emo
tional or subjective knowledge; it is a 

·factual or objective I have based on the 
Bible! This is the difference between a 
denominational knowledge of salvation 
and a gospel knowledge of salvation. 

If I know I am saved, does this mean 
that it is impossible for me to fall from 
grace? I will never fall from grace as 
long as my knowledge is in harmony 
with the Bible, but if I depart from Bibli-

cal teachings, then I will fall from grace. 
let us explain·. 

No sinner can make himself right. 
Only God can make us right (or justify 
us). God will make us right as a free gift 
if we will submit to him. We submit to 
God through Jesus; therefore, God 
makes us right. We are right because we 
share in God's righteousness. We do not 
have a righteousness of our own. God 
makes us right and God keeps us right. 
We must always lean upon the lord. 
As long as we trust in God for our righ
tousness, then we know we are right 
because we trust that God has acted as 
he has promised. As long as I continue 
in this trust and live accordingly, then 
I shall not fall from Grace. 

But what if I change my thinking? 
What if I begin to believe that I can 
make myself right? Some people do 
decide that they are as good as those 
who attend church, so they can stay 
home from church and still be saved
they are trying to make themselves 
right. Others love the world and quit 
attending church because they are too 
busy earning money and spending it. 
When asked why they have quit coming 
to church they say that there are as 
many good people out of the church as 
in the church-they are trying to make 
themselves right. Paul says that when a 
man starts justifying himself, then that 
man has fallen from God's grace. This 
man no longer depends on God's pow
ers of justification! If this man is ever 
restored, he will have to regain his faith 
in God's ·justification and repent of his 
efforts to justify himself. During the 
time this man is fallen from grace he 
may deceive himself into affirming that 
he knows he is saved, but his knowl
edge will not pass the test of the Bibli
cal teaching; therefpre, this person has 
a subjective knowledge and not an ob- . 
jective knowledge. 

It is not true that a knowledge of sal
vation causes one to become lax in 
Christian living. The very opposite of 
this is 'true. In the next article we will 
establish this fact. We will also show 
that the feeling of uncertainty about 
one's salvation is actually harmony to 
the Christian personality. 

[To be continued] 

3700 Stafford, lrving,.Texas 75062 
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TOP: Honored as Elde r of the Year, Other Long of 
San Fernando, visiting with Lectureship teache r Bob 
Hare . ABOVE: Lectureship Director Mike Armour, 
a long with Coordinator Glenda Taylor, ass isting a 
guest. BELOW: Mrs. George Peppe rdine lingering 
to visit after an evening lecture. 

"Light, Life and Love: The Ministry of Jesus 
Theme for the 1982 Pepperdine University Lectureship 

As continues to be the case under the leadership of President Howard 

Wh ite, the 1982 Lectureship was the highlight of the year of all th e pro

grams held on the Malibu campus. Theme lectures, as wel l as many of the 

classes, focused on the ministry of Jesus and how his examples must be the 

foundation on which the Christian' s life is built. 

Coming from Madrid, Spain, to deliver the open ing lecture on Tuesday 

evening, Apri l 20, was Juan Monroy, well-known evangelist and journal ist. 
The final lecture of the series was delviered on Friday by Lectureship Direc

tor Mike Armour. Other theme speakers included Bob Hendron, Randy 

Mayeux, Frank Pack, )ack Evans, and Doug Parsons. ACU President William 
Teague also delivered a theme speech at the Thursday even ing Men's Fe l

lowship Dinner. 

TOP: The Exhibit Hall, along w ith the Associated Women of Pepperdine Cafe, 
both located in the Student Center, served as the popular gatheri ng places be
tween lectures. BOTTOM: Dr. M. Norvel Young shares with guests of the Men's 
Fellowship Dinner exciting plans fo r the future of the University. 



in the Gospel of John" 
At the last sess ion of the program, President 

White announced that Religion Professo r j erry 

Rushford would be taking oyer from Mike Armour 
as director of the Department of Church Services 

(which includes being Lectureship Director). 
Armour began serving as Dean of Student Affairs 

in january while continuing to fu lfill his duties 
with the Church Services Department. 

The 1983 Lectureship is schedu led for April 
19-22 and Rushford has already begun plans for 
this great event. 

TOP: Southwestern Christian College Presi
dent Jack Evans after his Thursday evening 
lecture. BOTTOM : An elder of the Church 
in Woodland Hills and a Pepperdine Asso
ciate, Dr. K. Terry Koonce leads singing for 
the opening lecture. 

TOP LEFT: "Grandma Minnie" Bolton of Seaside, CA, as she receives the Christian Ser
vice Award from President Howard White. TOP RIGHT: Juan Monroy delivered the open
ing lecture following his receipt of a distinguished diploma of honor. ABOVE: The beach
front setting of the Women's Retreat is a special treat for the ladies. BELOW LEFT and 
MIDDLE: T. W. Phillips, Ill, and Pat Corner have attended every Pepperdine lectureship. 
RIGHT: Jake Coppinger, Santa Maria, CA, is presented with the Preacher of the Year Award. 



THE lORD'S CHURCH IN 
liVINGSTON, SCOTlAND 

Over the past few years several fami
lies from the Sighthill Church of Christ 
have moved from Edinburgh to the new 
town of Livingston in West Lothian. We 
now believe that there is a large enough 
group in the· Livingston area to begin a 
congregation here. 

We started worshiping in a Com
munity Centre. It is our prayer that as 
from the first Sunday in September the 
group will begin meeting as a congre
gation on Sunday morning. 

Livi ngston is what is called in Britain 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

lARGE SaECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CAll TOll FREE 

FACULTY EXPANSION 
The Bristol Road School of Biblical Studies 
is expanding its faculty. We are looking 
for qualified and experienced men who 
can bring their own support to this work. 
We are located on ly 5 miles away from 
Va lley Christian Academy (grades K-9) 
and 45 minutes from Michigan Christian 
College. If interested send complete 
resume to the attention of the director. 
1315 W. Bristol Rd., Fl int, Ml 48507. 

a ' new town' because it is a community 
which has been specifically developed 
by our government to create new job 
opportunities and provide better facili
ties for the whole community. At 
present Livingston has a· population of 
around 40,000 and this is due to increase 
to around 70,000 by the end of the 
century. 

Holland L. Boring, Sr., 1202 E. 30th 
St., Bryan, Texas 77801. I have been 
chosen to help start THE ANNUAL 
YOSEMITE SINGING SEMINAR in Cali 
fornia. The date is July 19-24. Emphasis 
wi ll be given to train ing Song Leaders, 
but all are invited. For further in forma
tion, write Bill Banks, 39468 Summit Rd., 
Oakhurst, Ca. 93644. 

QUALIFIED PREACHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE LORD'S CHURCH 

LET US TRAIN YOU 
Four year college level curriculum leading to a 
BACHELOR OF SACRED LITEMTURE DEGREE 

1\Jition Free. VA approved. All professors have advanced degrees in their 
sped fie areas of instruction. 

Next eorollment-August 16, 1982 

i>outbeastern J[iliblical 3Jnstitute 
J545 Chestnut Drive. Doraville (AUanta) Georgia JOJ40/404-458·76Jl/ E. Dale McDimlel. Director 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS IDOWE Q UALIFY ? 
l Please RUSH free information. 

for ... we need funds to build l 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 

( 100% underwriting ... 
... we buy the bonds) 

---WRITE • 

AFFiLIATED MANAGERS, iNC. 
5408 Bell · P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79 109·0648 
(806) 352·5603 
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Clly Sla iC Z ip 

Individual 's funcrlon In congrcgallon 

Name of congrcgarlon "Church financ ing 
is our business" Q Ph. Nos. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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THE DEATH OF "INFANT DOE" 

(Continued from page 4) 
defective newborn has not entered so
ciety, is st ill often referred to as an "it," 
and has no clearly defined lega l status 
w ithin society, such lives are sa id to be 
unworthy of being called human. If this 
b~ _accepted, then large n'umbers of in
dividuals other than fetuses and in fants 
will be excluded from the human group. 
Under ancient Roman and early Ameri
can law, slaves were accorded no place 
within society (other than that of work 
horses or other an imals), were often 
referred to as property, and had no 
rights under the Jaw. Were they human? 
Today there are "nonpersons" in Com
munist countries. Those individual s w ho 
dare to question the ruling powers in 
the Soviet Union or Poland are simply 
stripped of social perception as humans. 
Are they st ill human? 

By a process of elimination, then, we 
have come back to the only definition 
of human li fe that can be offered with 
consistent justification. A life conceived 
of human parents is a human life-from 
conception (when its human genetic 
code is established) forward-and has 
the righ ts which attend being human. 
And for those human beings who have 
no _voice of their own to speak up for 
the1r human rights (e.g., slaves, political 
dissidents in Poland, fetuses in America, 
or the helpless newborn), persons w ith 
moral sensit iv ity who do have voices 
in what is going on must rise to speak 
on their behalf. 

Conclusion 
In the day of fina l Judgment, Jesus 

w ill want to know what we did or did 
not do in relation to others in our 
world. 

In a scene of that great day, the Lord 
said he would grant some to enter into 
heaven because they had fed, clothed, 
sheltered, and otherwise shown com
passion to him; he also said he would 
cast others into hell because of their 
failure to do these things. When each 
group asks "When did we see you, 
Lord, and do/fail to do these th ings?" 
the answer w ill come back as follows: 
" Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these 
my brethren, even these least, ye did it 
unto me .... lnasumuch as ye did it not 
unto one of these least, ye did it not 
unto me" (Matt. 25:31-46). 

The quali ty of life for a Down's Syn
drome child isn't w hat I wou ld want for 
myself. Neither wou ld I want to be born 
in a ghetto or in a Communist country. 
There are forms or human misery be
sides retardation, birth defects, and 
physical handicap. No one is suggesting 
those persons should be eliminated. We 
must do even more. We must insist that 
they have the right of life-as full and 
happy a life as we are able to provide 
for them through Christian compassion 
and charity. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 
37212 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
Ies nc,. accepted. 

"TRUE SUCCESS!" 
(Continued from page 5) 

tion, success is placed well within the 
grasp of all! 

vice, and by our cont inual obed ience to 
his w ill. With this more real istic defini-

College Hill church of Christ, 1102 6th, 
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

fo·r P1'eachers, T e·achers, Personal Workers, 
Elde1's and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cul lum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Nor theas-t! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Crupital District of New York- For fulither 
information-eontact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL SIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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GIVE ME A MOUNTAIN, LORD 

Harland Rail 

Give Me A Mountain, Lord is the 
theme for the 20th Pan Am erican Lec
tureship scheduled this year for beauti 
ful M edellin, Colombia, Nov. 1-5. Sur
rounded by the Andes, M edellin is a 
perfect setting to represent both the 
predominant terrain of Latin America 
as wel l as the metropolitan complex 
(total pop. 2,000,000). Colombia is fa
mous for its coffee, emeralds and 
orchids; and part of the Lectureship wi ll 
be a tour of a restored colonial villa 
where over 250 species of orchids are 
grown. 

and brotherhood leaders in church 
growth in the U.S. Those interested 
should contact Reuel Lemmons, c/ o 
Firm Foundation, Box 610, Austin, TX., 
78767. 

INCLUDE Y O UR ZIP CODE 

W h en you send In a Jist ot new s ubscrlp· 

lions t o t he F irm Foundation, please be 

6Ur e each h as the p r oper Zip Code number 

a t t er the c i ty and state. 

Ca rl & Smitty 

Go W ith BrecheenjFaulkner 

British Isles Tour, August 5, '82 

Cc.uples, f am ilies, singles all ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact : Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, B ible 
Dep't. Box 75 18, Abi lene Ch r ist ian Un iversity , Abi · 
lene, Texas 79699 

Paul & Gladys 

Give Me A Mountain, Lord w ill be a 
spiritual enric.hment of Bibl e study; anal
ysis of mission invo lvement and current 
prob lems; and inspi rational challenges 
for a more steadfast outreach to the 
mill ions of lost souls. Speakers w ill in
clude elders of churches involved in 
Latin America, experienced missionaries 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
WENDELL WINKLER, Director 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Administrator entoll by lept. 1 
Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits " W hat" and " How" To Preach 
Bibl e Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

/outfiern Callfornfa /cfiool 
of 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Informat ion and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAil SCHOOl OF PREACHING 

~\Yrorn(!Smilr!~WJ 1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617·282·3911 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc· 

tion ~.o each book, a harmony of the Gospels , colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. 1- Gospels and Acts . .... .. . ........ ...... $7.00 

Vol. 2- Epistles and Revelation ................. $7.00 

Complete in One Volume ................... . ... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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REINER KALLUS AND BILL GRASHAM 
TO BEGIN BIBLE SCHOOL IN 

GRAZ, AUSTIA THIS FALL 

Rheiner Kallus, Rt., and Bill Grasham, 
Left, plan to begin a preacher training 
school in Graz, Austria in the fall of 
1982. This plan is based upon a num
ber of young Austrian men who have 
appealed to Kallus to train them to 
preach. The plan has been enthusiasti
ca lly received by other workers in Aus
tria. Kallus preaches for the church in 
Craz, which has more than doubled its 
membership in the past two years. He 
has invited Bill Grasham to JOin him. 
Crasham, a graduate of ACU, w ith 
teaching credential s in German and 
French, and 2 summers' work in Heidel
berg, Germany, wi ll complete his Mas
ter's degree at Abilene in May. He and 
his wife (a native of Germany) are fluent 
in the language. 

The Grashams are currently raisi ng 
support and trave l fund. Both are 

California Church Mergers 
and Incorporations 

11yron D. Groves. t\ ll <>rn c~ · 

(iO I N. Porkccntcr. Su it e 101. 

s c=mta t\na. C t\ 9270 s 
(714) 5-t. l -5369 

11 YcCi rs E.xpcri<'ncc 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

needed immediately. The sponsoring 
church is the Campus church of Christ, 
Box 303, Northcross, Ga. 30091. Bi ll 's 
address is 2609 Garfield, Abilene, Tx. 

79601. Here is an unusual opportunity 
for some mission minded person, or 
congregation, to do someth ing that will 
really count in years to come. 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 

Evansville, lndiana47711 (812-477-5516) 

lavishl 
illustrated ible 

dictionary! 
The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary: a com
pletely new, fully illustrated, one-volume work perfect 
for beginning or advanced Bible e nthusiasts. Fea
turing quick access to explanatory data, 5000 entries, 
700 photos, charts and drawings, 
plus 40 pages of exclusive Trans
vision color overlay maps. Skill
fully combines up-to-date infor
mation, careful editorial com
ment and pictorial illustrations! 
Read it now in Cloth, $17.95; 
Thumb-indexed, $21.95. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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0. ). Russell, 3004 Brentwood, Tyler, 
Tx 75701: I will be with the Metro 
Church in suburban Portland, Oregon 
and the Peninsula congregation in the 
Northwestern city in a series of soul
winning, evangelistic and motivational 
campaigns, june 20-23 and june 24-30. 

Order By Phone Toil· Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-9103 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
ScholarshiPS Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

14 [382] 

Effective October 1 , 1981 , the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
tor Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid tor the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

121/4% 
12%% 
123/4% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home tor the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The oHering Is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas. Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full -time PERSONAL WORK· 
E'R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

Come With Us To 

HOLY LAND 
August 2, 1982 

Send for Brochure. 

Jack P. Lewis, Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, Tenn. 38117. 

Phone 
901-683-1678 901-761-1350 

When Vlsltln!J lhe World's fair, StaJ At 

HILTON ROAD INN 
All N LESS THAN 5 miles 

eW-from WORLD'S FAIR 
Located: 1234 Hilton Rd. 

Knoxville, TN 37919 
-2 people $65, ($5 ea. add.) 

• Cable TV 
for Resenatlons 

Write or CaU 
(615) 

588-1982 
Most Dates 
Still Open 

Comer Hilton Rd. & Middlebrook Pk. 
ConvenlentiJ located off 1-40 & J.75 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 15, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

ad'f"ertiaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BWLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DIDNVER. COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHUROH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATIENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open In Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CIIA..TIIA.M, N. J .. Fa.lrmoun.t a.nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2"01-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
A.LA.SK.A. - A.NCHORA..GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con.ta.ct 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorarre, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA. Y A.Rli1A. SOBOOL OF PRIDACBING 
11300 DllbiJD Road 

Plea•aRtoD, CaUfonala 94lS68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922._"""":'"""="=,........,..===-==--"=""'..,..,==="":-----

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-822-2586: 

------,,..,;P;;,a;;:u;;l;,...,H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Vlslt.ars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 2:1015 E. IJoriPUl Ave,. 
u.s. 460 Eut Oppo•lte K-llart. Offlee 4'7'T-
52n. RobbJ" Wade, HID. 4'J'6-40G6. 
Rrlslol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
SOUND, MATURE PREACHER desires to relocate with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 427·5485. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625·2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CONGREGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME EVANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESUME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78365. 
Phone: 512/348-8005. 
"Youth minister wanted for church with average 
Sunday AM attendance of 47S. Qualifications: At 
least bachelor degree in Bible or related field with 
strong desire for youth work. Applicant should send 
resume with references, transcript, a tape of a class 
taught or sermon delivered to: Youth Committee, 
University Church of Christ, 1555 University Ave., 
Las Cruces, NM 88001." 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher In Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

YUltiA, ARIZ,, OGl W. 28th St. Sunday
tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3·0 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 5647D-218-732-.1105. 
. WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
~;~tf6. John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If In
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 498SS or ph. 
906-226-2310. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Glasses lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 463-6362 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvesler, Ga. 31791. 
WANTED: WOMEN'S COUNSELOR to work with Cam
pus Ministry on Lamar University campus. Experience 
preferred but not necessary. Send education back
ground and resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Carner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED, experienced in Youth 
Ministry, with ability to work in Education Ministry or 
other areas. Congregation of 300 members in urban 
area. Send resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 

GOOD NEWS FOR CONVALESCENT HOMES 
SEE and HEAR the best preachers and teachers-IN 
YOUR OWN ROOM-through low-cost video tapes. 
Write for details and catalog. Christian Video Service, 
Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539 (805 942-4459). 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation in Lubbock area In 
need of used church pews, please· call Allen Green 
at 806-793-2025 or Gerald Parker at 806-866-9636. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
EXPERIENCED MINISTER wishes to relocate. Harding 
College Grad. with BA in Bible. Married, father of three 
children. C. E. Pierce-501-42S-3512. 
MINISTER NEEDED: We desire a minister who Is willing 
to work with the congregation to continue to become 
a great influence In the community. 70 members. Must 
be able to preach, teach, and do personal work. Town 
pop. 12,000; County 45,000; ASU, 10.000. Please send 
resume to: Boone Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1265, 
Boone, NC 28607. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIINC UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 

~~~~C~~i AcN'W'aA~~~~~~oriRv~&~.K~f~~~~cco~~ 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589·7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (nlghtjweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medina, TX 7800S. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work In this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3C2B7. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:3D-Evening Worship 6:3D-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1·40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODAnONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $251 apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Croups wetcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood,. 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
Looking for a challenge? Congregation of 250 In city of 
600,000 searching for Outreach Director. Degreed 
evangelist with knowledge of counseling and media 
preferred. Send Jetter of application, resume and name 
and address of at least three references to: Search 
Committee, Southwest church of Christ, 11600 W. Center 
Rd., Omaha, Neb., 68144. 
REVELATION Complete In 12 Cassettes C-90's In royal 
blue Album. "In the end, Cod." Plus book on premll
lenialism by V. E. Howard, $29.95 Prepaid. Another 
Album 12 cassettes C-90 on subject, "DANGERS FACING 
THE HOME AND CHURCH" $29.95. Both for $49.95. 
Glen L. Clagg, Route #7, Meadow Ridge Est., Clare
more, OK (918) 341-2926. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYJ · 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 a.m. Call 531-874S for info or transportation. Or 
call 596-2701. Spanish language services, 10:30 A.M. 
Call 691-3363. 
BAPTISTRY NEEDED: Please write Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 68, Dinosaur, CO. 81610. Phone 1-303-374· 
2224 or 1-801-789·1302. 

MICHIGAN CITY, IN HOMECOMING, Sunday, July 18. 
Former preachers speaking: Clan Hicks, Bill Maynard, 
Lester Kamp, Stanley Davis. All-day activities planned. 
Gospel meeting follows on July 21-25. Featured speak
ers are: Lloyd Porter, B. T. Martin, Bob Ekman, Dan 
Schnell, & Charles Barrington. 7:00 p.m., nightly. 
Church address is 116 Shady Lane, Michigan City, IN 
46360 (219) 872-0193. 

GOSPEL MINISTER BEING 'SOUGHT 
A brochure has been prepared detailing the desired 
qualifications and duties being sought for a mature 
gospel preacher. For the brochure, call (206) 4SS-3863 
or write Bellevue Church of Christ, 1212 104th S. E., 
Bellevue, Wa. 98004. 

HOUSING FOR 1982 WORLD'S ,fAIR 
Christiar. family has new modern design guest cottage
near main house-air condition1 color lV, kitchenette, 
sleeps 6 or more-ideal for ramlly or couples. OH 
1-40/75 In West Knox Coun~$1 00 per day-map to 
cottage, floor rlan, ticket Info, will be mailed with 
confirmation o reservation-reservations require 25% 
deposit. Telephone (615) 690-8406 or 966-1933. 

YOUTH MINISTER WANTED: Established congregation 
presently supporting full-time pulpit and campus minis
try is seeking a full-time minister to help serve the 
needs of our grades 4·12. Prefer someone who has 
already prepared for and committed to youth ministry 
as a career. Competitive salary and benefits. Interested 
and qualified candidates, please send resume, references, 
and other supporting data to Cary Reynolds, Southside 
church of Christ, 1S33 Nicholasville Rd., lexington, 
KY 40503. 

Cleon Lyles, P. 0. Box 664, Morrillton, 
Arkansas 72110: The latter part of April 
it was my pleasure to preach in a meet
ing with the Crockett Rd. church in 
Palestine, Texas. Dan Manuel had just 
finished ten years with them and they 
asked him to promise to stay at least 
ten years more and for every year he 
stayed he would own one tenth of 
the lovely home in which he lives. 

The second of May I spoke three 
times at the homecomrng of Tahlequah, 
Okla. This was where Maxie and I lived 
and attended Northeastern University 
years ago. I was their first local preacher. 
It is good to see churches happy and 
growing. Amott Lowder is the preacher 
there. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
WANTED 

Salary Open 

Qualifications: Professional certification, 
Elementary Teaching Experience, Faithful 
Christian, Active Church of Christ Member
ship. Redland Christian Academy, 17700 
S.W. 280 Street, Homestead, FL 33031. 

Phone: 305-248-5306 or 305-248-0908 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM"'fli§pokt;nCWordflf{iod:; 

Alexander Scourby's Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

Album 
6CaSS<'II" 

Holder 
16Cassccta 

Holder 2 Casscllcs ...._ __ _ 

• Reproduction is made directly from the original 
masters, giving the highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these products. This 
reduces stretching and disrorrion which is often 
experienced with thin tapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy ro search out 
specific scriptures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders with velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. 

Now, you have the facts ... NEW .. .IMPROVED ... AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free. 1-800-531-5227. In Texas Call 1-800-252-9103. 

Vinyl 
Album OR 

Vinyl 
Holder Product Volume 

The Complete Bible 4 

The Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The New Testament ............. . . . . · .. .. . 1 

Psalms and Proverbs ............ . .. . ..... . 1 

The Gospel of John . ...... . . .... . ...... . . . 1 

Ron1ans .. .... ....... .. .. . ............ .. . 

Casseues Price 
64 $199.50 

( plus $7.50 postage and hand ling) 
48 $159.95 

(plus $7.50 postage and hand ling) 
16 $ 49.95 

(plus $5.00 postage and handling ) 
6 $ 24.95 

(plus $3.60 postage and handling) 
2 $ 9.95 

(plus $1.50 postage and handling) 
1 $ 6.95 

(plus $ 1.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHI P TO: AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ _____ _ 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address, ________________________________ City ________ State _________ _L..ip ___ _ 
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THE HOTEL NUTIBARA in Medellin, Colombia, in the heart 
of the mountain rimmed city of two million, will be head
quarters for the 1982 PAN AMERICAN LECTURESHIP. The 
date w ill be November 1-5. This will be the 20th year for the 
Lectures which have attracted many Stateside church leaders 
and prospective missionaries to the Latin American world. 

Austin, Texas, June 22, 1982 
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The Source of Leadership 
We are developing the wrong concept of leadership. 

Leadership in a congregation should spring up like 
dandelions in a spri ng lawn- everywhere. We do not 
have to w ait for two or three elder to furnish all the 
leadership for a congregation . By the time they are w ise 
enough to be elders they are mostly too old to furnish 
leadership. Their task is not to generate it but to keep it 
within the bounds of scripture. The generation of lead
ership res ts in the congregation. Teachers need to pro
vide leadership. Deacons should provide leadership. 
Women are even commanded in the Scriptures to pro
vide leadership. Young people are needed to provide 
leadership. There is no restriction in the scri ptures as to 
where leadership should come from. 

An awakening of the " lay member" of the church is 
needed: Not an Iconoclast, bent on destroying the es
tabl ishment, but a really born again individual who 
knows what we are and w here w e are going. He can 
ari se from anywhere to become a leader. Leadership de
pends upon individual initiative rather than a submis
sive foll owship. There is no law in Scripture on w ho 
can become a leader from where. 

We are not giving the maturing help to our young 
peop le which is w ithin our means to give. We need 
common people to arise out of the ranks to provide that 
leadership. In many other areas w e suffer because no 
one seems to have come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this. 

The greatest Leader the world has ever known arose 
from the ranks of the common people. He was born in 
a stable, fled as a child to Egypt and grew up in ig
nominy in a carpenter's shop in Nazareth . He was 
never elected to o ffice and never amassed a fortun e, but 
he, in three short years, stepped out of oblivion to be
come the greatest leader of men in all human history. 

When j esus picked his apost les he did not choose the 
nation 's leaders, but, rather, chose fisherm en and tax 
collectors. They came from the little people in the coun
trys ide. They were just like millions of other people 
without any cl aim to distinction. But they became 
mighty leaders. They might have stayed in the ranks and 
died there and the world would never have known that 
they lived, but for the fact that they were leaders-they 
arose to be leaders-in a movement that revolutionized 
the world . They arose from the ranks to meet the need 
for leadership. 

Ice on the w ings of a jet liner hurls it into the frozen 
Potomac river. Those of its passengers who were not 
instantly killed struggled in the icy waters while a crowd 
gathered on the shore. Suddenly an unknown office 
worker sprang out of the crowd, raced to the rive r bank, 
shed his coat a~d plunged into the w ater. There wasn' t 
a moment's hesitati on in him . And he rescued a drown
ing passenger. The urgency of the moment separated 
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the men from the boys. The urgency of the occasion has 
uncovered many a leader w ho might otherwi se have 
lived and died unknown and unsung. 

There are more things to be done in the church than 
most of us dream of. There are certainly more ca lls for 
leadership than any group of elders can answer. Perish 
the thought that all leadership in the church should be 
provided by elders. They ought to have enough to do 
just to supervise the leadership aris ing constantly from 
the ranks. 

Certainly there must be followship as w ell as leader
ship, but there can be no followship where there is no 
one to follow. It is much easier to fo llow than to lead, 
and much less dangerous. Few w ant to take the calcu
lated risks o f leadership. But someone must lead out. 
What the church needs is vi sion that lifts the sights of 
those who know the Scriptures and encourage the re
lease of their will to act accordingly. Too many tragedies 
have happened in local congregations because no one 
arose to provide leadership for a passive majority. Most 
all demagogery occurs because of a corresponding lack 
o f leadership anywhere else. 

Leadership cannot be bestowed. It cannot be leg is
lated. It must be seized. New directions come as in
dividuals find ways to inch a congregation closer to i ts 
goals. From a multi tude of sources leadership form s a 
consensus that moves a congregation forward intact and 
in harmony. There is no place fo r shot calling in real 
leadership. 

The worst thing we can do is organize the church into 
leve ls of authori ty. We are afraid, actually, of those who 
want to organize everything. It discourages the spon
taneous rise o f leadership. Churches will limp along 
in dreadful ineffectiveness as long as we keep discourag
ing the rise of servant leadership. If a governing board in 
the average church is allowed to set a pattern for ac
ceptable leadership it tends to become self perpetuat
ing, and no room is left for the rise of individual leader
ship. Church politics stifles leadership. 

We often act upon the principle that knowledge, not 
the spirit, is the essence of leadership. Whil e knowledge 
is indispensable, there must always be a voluntary spirit 
of self sacrifice and of people-servi ce in a Christian be
fore he will exhibit leadership. A ll the head know ledge 
in the world will not produce leadership if the heart-fee l 
is not there. Many a congregation has sadly discovered 
that i t was not going anywhere because the hearts of its 
leadership were not in it. 

Elders should learn to distinguish the d ifference be
(Continued on page 3) 
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Humanism-Are We Fully Awake? 
DAVID A NGUISH· 

In commenting on the reason for the increasing moral de
cline we are w itnessing in our cu lture, a lead ing educator 
among us said, "What we are seeing is the result of th e suc
cessful propagation of human-ism." 

I am convinced that he is correct. Moreover, I see in his 
statements evidence of an awakening which has taken place 
among us relative to the influence of secular humanism on 
our society. This awaken ing may have occurred later than 
we would have liked, but it is encouraging that it did occur. 

But I wonder if we are full y awake. Certainly we are re
sponding to the chall enge posed by human ism better now 
than we were a decade ago, and we do recognize that we 
must take the offensive against this philosophy. But cou ld it 
be that, since we have ident ified th e problem and have be
come more active in its solution, we now th ink that the 
battle is nearly won, that humanists are on the run, and that 
we wi ll soon be free to treat other problems? 

If so, then we have not appreciated how seriously human
ists take our challenge to their efforts. 

Not all humanists are wi ld-eyed degenerates determined 
to "eat, drink and be merry," thereby destroying all that 
our society has traditionally held dear. That humanists have 
abandoned theism and its mora l strictu res is true, but a casual 
perusal of their primary tool for communicating their views, 
" The Humanist magaz ine," revea ls a sincere concern for 
such matters as the quality of famil y life, democratic gov
ernment which shows conce rn s for human rights, curbing 
crime in ou r cities, and th e mean ing of life. Many humanists 
correctly allege that th ey are being misrepresented by those 
who make them out to be for the aboli tion of all that is 
decent and upright. 

Because of the upright behavior of many humanists, ar
guments which decry th e end resul ts of humanism's presup
positions often fall on disbel ieving ears, not only the ears of 
humanists, but also the ears of those who cons ider them
selves neutral in the controve rsy. The point is not whether 
human ists have a right to hold such a high moral view as 
some of them hold; logically, they do not, for they have 

THE SOURCE OF LEADERSHIP (Continued from page 2) 

tween education t hat points toward a b enign fight for 
existence and the servant leadership that springs out of 
genuine conce rn for w here the congregation is going. 
What makes a great company, a great college, or a great 
church is that rare quality of leadership that is w illing to 
go the second mile. 

In too many instances we crucify our leadership, just 
as the j ews did long ago. The brotherhood is f ull of 
preachers w ho became so discouraged they q uit be
cause thei r effo rts at genuine leadership were rebuffed. 
Burned by the caustic application of "authori ty" on the 
part of those in " power" they despaired o f leading the 
church anywhere, and they quit. Person al ly we do not 
blame them . There is a diametr ical ly opposing force 
exerciseel by "authority" against " leadership." Those 
who do no t have leadersh ip apply " power." There is a 
morta l fear of leadership by those in " au thori ty." There 
is no way to m easure the loss to the church of the beau
ti ful quality of leadership becau se of the threatening 
power of "authority." 

abandoned the basis for morality. But this inconsistency is 
obscured by the humanitarian concerns for many humanists. 

What must we do, if we would successfully effect change 
in the thinking of th ose we seek to convince of the error of 
humanism, is to clearly present our case against the doctrine 
(as opposed to attacking personalities), and be sure that we 
clearly demonstrate where the presuppositions of humanism 
wi ll lead, and why. We simply must avoid an overstatement 
and misrepresentation of the case, fo r thinking people wi ll 
recognize such w ith the result being that our case is severely 
weakened. 

Because th ey are convinced th at they are correct in their 
thinking, humanists are determined to w in others to their 
viewpoint. Their zea l is admirable. Perusing " Th e Humanist," 
one is remind ed of th e adverti sements and exhortings seen 
in our papers as we encourage one another to tell others of 
God's saving grace. For example, in th e January I February, 
1982 issue, a new column began, entitled " Creation/ Evolution 
Update." " The purpose of this column, . . . w ill be to keep 
readers informed and up-to-date concerning various aspects 
of th is controversy." 

Later in the co lumn, announcement is made of an up
coming televised debate between evo lu tionist Russell Doo
little and creationist Duane Gish. Readers are assured that 
"Gish argued against evolutionary science with a barrage of 
persuasive but inaccurate arguments," and are encouraged 
in th e fo ll owing to prepare themselves for advancing the 
cause of humanism: " If you wou ld like to receive a f ree copy 
of printed answers to Gish's arguments in advance of this 
airing, ... please w rite to : . . . " The approach is reminiscent 
of advert isements in our papers or publishing house cata
logues of a tract refuting false doctr ine. The evangelistic 
character of human ists is obvious. 

Humanists are dedicated to seeing their philosophy 
spread because they are convinced it is true. One detects a 
feeling among them that they have been backed into a corner 
and w ill fight all the harder to see thei r views prevail. The 
pitch of battle is rising. 

Humanists demonstrate their determination and ingenuity 
by the means they employ to spread their views. Not only are 
readers of The Humanist encouraged to w rite for a "free 
copy of printed answers" to creationist arguments, but they 
are also promised th at they w ill receive, in the same mailing, 
"suggestions on how to best present these arguments through 
your loca l media." In addition, humanists have begun a 
"journal that challenges creationism!" Entitled "Creation / 
Evo lution," th e journal is said to be " the only publication 
of its kind, one that gives point-by-point answers to all the 
major creationist arguments . .. in easy-to-understand lan
guage. The educational and lega l issues are dealt with in 
practical detai l. This is why "Creation / Evo lution" is the major 
source of ammunition for debators, lawyers, lobbyists, teach
ers, and concerned citizens." 

Humanists have grasped the potential of modern tech
no logy for sp reading bel iefs and are dedicated to doing and 
spending whatever it takes to complete thei r task. They are 
acting "as w ise as serpents," and are scarcely "as harmless 
as doves." 

Humanism is far from dead. Indeed, the greatest challenge 
to our faith may be in the future. We who love God's truth 
must prepare well , avoid overstating our case and misrepre
senting humanists' v iews, and utilize ou r wisdom and ener
gies, both physical and financial, in taking the t ruth we love 
to our world. 45 Melanie Drive, Stockbridge, GA 30281 
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Problems .with the Bible 
EL:MER l.'ROYJ 

Someone wrote to Brother Jimmy lovell, "If I may copy 
your motto: 'I believe that every person has more right 
to have one Bible than any one person has to have two.' " 
("Action," May 1982, p. 3.) Well said! 

On May 23, 1982 in- a sermon Bob Hare said that he was 
sure that only one person out of four in our world of more 
than four billion people has a Bible. M. Norvel Young wrote 
that the American Bible Society estimated "that considerably 
less than one-fifth of the people in the world actually pos~ess 
the Scriptures." ("Firm Foundation," "The Book of a Thou
sand Tongues," Feb. 20, 1979, p. 4.} Of course, multitudes of 
these masses do not even know there is a Bible and similarly 
multitudes of these masses do not want it. But there are hun
dreds of millions of people who would make greate sacrifices 
to buy a copy of the Holy Scriptures. They will even gravely 
endanger their freedom and their very lives for a Bible. 

M. Norvel Young further said: 

The demand for Bibles and Testaments is greater than 
ever before in history. Millions of people are eager to 
know and read the Bible, yet those who have the Bible 
are not publishing enough for these people to get one. 
Even when enough are printed millions of unskilled 
laborers cannot afford to buy one. For example, in the 
Congo it requires a month's wages to buy a Bible which 
costs less than a dollar. In Souh Africa the worker's 
wage in some mines is about seventy cents per day. 

It seems that only a few members of the church in America 
are aware of the magnitude of the dearth of Bibles world 
wide. The wealth of English translations and the abundance 
of published copies available in all kinds of stores is deceiv
ing. Instead of only knowing copies of the Bible exist and 
experiencing the necessity of searching for one to buy, we in 
the United States are flooded by merchants offering Bibles in 
all price ranges and every kind of binding. Also, if we want 
a Bible in any language other than English, we are sure it is 
instantly available through the Bible Society. But what we 
see or what we think is not the true picture. 

There are serious problems in every direction we turn: 
translating, publishing, and distributing. You may find the 
following facts hard to accept: 

1. Translations. While the figures vary some, the estimates 
are not any better than Dr. Young stated in his article in the 
"Firm Foundation" in 1979: 

Translations of a portion of Scripture (often just one gos
pel) exist for probably nine-tenths of the people of the 
world, and there are only 179 languages which have the 
whole Bible, and only 212 which have the whole New 
Testamen.t. The French Academy lists 2,796 different 
languages and dialects. So you can see how many peo
ple do not have any portion of Holy Scripture in their 
native tongue, and how many do not have the entire 
Bible. The hinterlands of Asia and Africa contain people 
with some 500 to 1,000 different dialects in which there 
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is no translation of the Bible. There are as many as 
300,000 people in Mexico who speak a dialect in which 
there is no translation. 

While hundreds of languages await translation of the Bible, 
informed sources at World Bible Translation Center tell of 
another serious problem. They say that 80 per cent of exist
ing translations are so inaccurate or incomprehensible
sometimes simply unreadable-as to be all but useless. Shock
ing? hi translation, the twin goals are accuracy and under
standability. Sadly, many existing translations fall far short of 
the needs of the world's population. 

2. Publishing. While Bibles abound in all kinds of forms in 
America and some countries of the world in a few major 
languages, it is a fact that not many copies of the Scriptures 
are being produced for Bible-hungry people in Asia, Africa, 
and Central and South America. Publishing costs have to be 
subsidized because so many people in the target languages 
cannot afford the cost of printing and shipping. 

3. Distribution. Part of the problem in distributing existing 
translations is the lack of money just as it is in printing the 
books. Even if the Bible were being printed in sufficient 
numbers to meet the demand, the poverty of many peoples 
could make it difficult for the individual to afford a copy. If 
the Bibles were completely subsidized, i.e., free, the shipping 
costs alone must be reckoned with, to say nothing of possible 
trade restrictions, inadmissibility of material printed outside a 
country, the difficulty or even the impossibility to obtain 
permits to print within the country, and political and social 
ideology barriers. 

We should be distressed by this report but not dismayed 
or discouraged. We believe God will help us and provide the 
ways to overcome all these things when we are ready to re
spond in faith and make a sincere effort. We must respond 
because we know that "the seed is the word of God." If the 
world does not have pure seed, error will flourish, or if there 
is no seed at all, famine of the word of God will destroy 
every hope; But when a Bible is placed in the hands of Bible
starved people and it is worn out by diligent students, there 
will come a harvest of 30, 60, and 100 fold. 

let us resolve to support translating efforts of the church. 
Translating is being done by faithful qualified brethren. This 
is really where it all begins. Participate as individuals in giv
ing Bibles. Financially support those ministries of churches 
distributing the Word of God. Pray the lord of Harvest that 
He will also provide good seed for the sowing. One of the 
unique things in the world is the wonderful quality of God's 
Word. It may come into the possession of two persons at the 
same time. They eagerly receive and study it. For one it is a 
time of sowing as the Word first enters his heart, and for the 
other it is a time of reaping as the Word moves him to obey 
the gospel of Christ. What other Seed can be planted and 
harvested at the same time? 

2100 Marilyn lane, Arlington, Texas 76010 
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SERMON MATERIAL 

Perfection 
Abraham Lincoln told a story about a 

blacksmith who had trouble making de
cisions. One day the blacksmith was 
shaping a horseshoe. He heated the 
metal until it was white-hot and ham
mered it into a horseshoe. But he wasn't 
satisfied with what he had made, so he 
put it back into the fire, reheated it, and 
then reshaped it. He still wasn't satis
fied. He repeated this process several 
times and could never decide what was 
wrong. Finally, he tossed the horseshoe 
into a tub of water. There was a hissing 
sound as the hot iron plunged into the 
cold water. The blacksmith exclaimed, 
"Well, at least I made a fizzle." 

Many Christians are confused about 
what God is wanting to make out of 
their lives. They are without clear goals 
and objectives. They, like the black· 
smith, risk only making a fizzle. 

Yet, Jesus had no doubts about God's 
purposes! He said, "You, therefore, must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect" (Matt. 5:48). Perfection! God's 
goal for our lives is moral and spiritual 
perfection! It makes our head swim to 
think about it. Sinful people, perfect! 
How? We start explaining it away: 
11Surely Jesus didn't mean what he saidf" 
How shall we understand the above 
saying? 

The word for perfect is a Greek word 
which means to "Mature, complete, or 
make whole." Perfection is an attribute 
of God, an attribute Jesus displayed in 
his own life (Heb. 5:9). Thus, to be per
fect is to become like God: It is to grow 
into "the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ" (Eph. 4:13). It is to 
reverse the effects of sin in our lives 
where we begin to reflect the unblem
ished "image of God." 

The process of perfection begins with 
the new birth. When we accept Christ 
and receive him by faith, we are thereby 
justified before God. We are born 
again, born from above. We receive his 
Spirit in our spirit. The Spirit begins 
developing the life of Christ in our lives. 
Another name for the perfecting work of 
the Spirit is sanctification. If we allow 
God to have his way, he will not stop 
until he has perfected us. Nothing less 
than perfection satisfies his divine pur
pose! 

Obviously, we are perfected through a 
growth process. A newborn Christian is 
not perfect or mature: he is a babe in 
Christ. There is a certain carnality or 
fleshliness that characterizes one's 
spiritual infancy. But as one grows in 
Christ, he puts the flesh behind him. He 
thus grows into perfection. 

In 1 Cor. 3:1-3 Paul expressed alarm 
because the Corinthian Christians were 
not growing into perfection. He accused 
them of remaining "babes in Christ." 
They had had sufficient time for at least 
a degree of maturity. But they were be
having J'ike "ordinary men" submitting 
to the fleshly passions of jealousy and 
strife. They were in spiritual I imbo. They 
apparently had no clear vision of God's 
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purpose for their lives. They were gen
erating 11Spiritual" activity, but it was 
unhealthy and misdirected. This is the 
tragic commentary on many of our 
congregations. 

II. 
How does an individual (or a congre

gation) evaluate his spiritual condition? 
We shall list some obvious signs of 
God's perfecting work: 

(l) There is growth in our under
standing of the deeper truths of the 
Christian faith. The maturing Christian 
desires "the meat of the word" (Heb. 
5:12-14). He will not be satisfied with 
the elementary doctrines of Christ but 
will press on to a mature faith (Heb. 
6:1-3). 

(2) There is growth in our ability to 
love others. When Jesus said, "You must 
be perfect as God is perfect," he was 
talkmg about learning to love one's 
enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). God is impar
tial in his love, and we are to be like 
him! The test of our maturity is not in 
how we love our friends or even in how 
we love our families, but rather in how 
we love our enemies! 

(3) There is growth in how we use our 
possessions. An immature person does 
not share his possessions but strives for 
more and more things. Jesus said to the 
rich young ruler, "If you would be per
fect, go, sell what you possess and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come follow me" (Matt. 
19:21). You know where a person's 
heart is by how he regards his posses
sions. The growing Christian will find 
less and less need for material wealth. 
His security is in God. 

(4) There is growth in how we deal 
with our physical weaknesses. The un
spiritual person allows his health or 
physical condition to determine his 
ministry. But the spiritual person realizes 
that God's power is made perfect in 
human weakness (II Cor. 12:9). Instead 
of allowing age or failing health to dis
tract us from serving God, the person 
who submits to the perfecting work of 
God finds his greatest service in his 
weakest moments. 

We should evaluate ourselves in light 
of each of the above attributes. "Breth
ren, do not be children in your thinking; 
be babes in evil, but in thmking be ma
ture" (I Cor. 14:20). 

Ill. 
Certainly, we will never reach abso

lute perfection in this life. just as the 
Apostle Paul could not claim perfection 
for himself, neither can we (Phil. 3:12). 
But we, like Paul, are to strive towards 
perfection. We are to make moral and 
spiritual growth into the image of 
Christ. In short, we must not be satis
fied with unspirituality. 

What engenders this spiritual growth! 
It is not a boots-strap operation! Paul 
shares the secret in Colossians: "Him 
(Christ) we proclaim, warning every 
man and teaching every man in all wis
dom, that we may present every man 

mature (perfect) in Christ" (1 :28). We 
grow into perfection by opening our
selves to Christ and his message. The 
message of Christ must be proclaimed 
"in all wisdom." It must be applied to 
every aspect and contingency of life. 
This is where wisdom is required. As 
we stand before Christ and allow his 
words to shape our lives, we thereby 
experience the perfecting work of God. 
"And we all, with unveiled face, behold
ing the glory of the Lord, are being 
changed into his likeness from one de
gree of glory to another; for this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit" (II Cor. 
3:18). 

There is a legend about a prince with 
a crooked back which illustrates the per
fecting work of Christ. According to the 
legend, the prince commissioned a 
sculptor to erect his statue. He told the 
sculptor to make his image as he might 

(Continued on page 12) 

The List JACK EXUM 

The brutish husband threw the list 
on the floor. 

"Pick .it up," he growled, "and see 
that you do each one on the list every 
day or take a whipping from me!" 

The wife was trapped in a marriage 
that was cruel and tragic. She had tried 
to please her husband and worked dili
gently every day but he was still unsat
isfied. He only made her burdens worse. 

One day he was not to return. The 
news came that he was a victim of a 
traffic accident. He was buried in a local 
cemetery. There were few mourners. 

Years passed and the widow met and 
married a wonderful Christian man. He 
was more than just a follower of jesus, 
he was a true disciple. Her joy and hap
piness was overwhelming. Each day was 
a joy and each hour was a very special 
gift. 

While cleaning the attic one day, she 
opened a box and a slip of paper fell 
to the floor. It was "the list." She blew 
the dust away and sat for a long mo
ment. 

She read the list slowly and as she did 
a smile came over her face. 

"I've been doing each item on the list 
every day and didn't even know itl" 

Love is the primary difference be
tween the level of "human perfor
mance" we often try to achieve, and the 
"fruits of the spirit' 'that would naturally 
be produced in our life. It is the differ
ence between "wanta" and "gotta.'' It 
was well said by Paul when he wrote, 
"For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, as God 
hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them" (Eph. 2:1 0). 

As a people "Saved by grace" (Eph. 
2:8), we ought never to just sing, or 
pray, or attend or give or do any good 
works to go to heaven. 

We are going to heaven, and these 
are just some of the spiritual fruits pro
duced in those who are going. 

When love is the motive, the "list" is 
nothing but life. 
Box 482, Royston, Ga. 30662 
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The Kingdom of God 
DAN R. OWEN 

The gospel of the kingdom is a powerful message for today. 
We unwittingly succeed in sterilizing much of jesus's power
ful preaching when we unequivocally identify the phrase 
"kingdom of God" with the church. This article is an effort to 
help deepen our appreciation of the real meaning of the 
phrase "kingdom of God" and its equivalents in the preach
ing of jesus and in the New Testament. Several factors will 
cause the careful Bible student to use caution in his inter
pretation of the phrase "kingdom of God." 

First, God had a kingdom long before the church was es
tablished on Pentecost. God promised the recently delivered 
Israelites that if they would obey his voice and keep his 
covenant, they would be to him "a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation," (Exo. 19:6). When Israel requested an earthly 
king in the days of Samuel, God told the old prophet, "they 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me that I 
should not be king over them," (1 Sam. 8:7). To those faced 
with the cruel punishment of captivity, Isaiah spoke of a time 
when good tidings would again be preached to Jerusalem. 
The mesasge would be, 'Thy God reignethl" (Is. 52:7). If God 
was ruling, he must have had a kingdom. The psalmist said, 
"The Lord is King forever and ever," (Psalm 1 0:16). God has 
always ruled and will continue to do so. 

Next, when the Gospels speak of the kingdom of God as 
being "nearby" or "at hand" (engiken), they do not always 
intend to indicate temporal nearness. When the searching 
scribe proclaimed that to love God and to love one's neigh
bor was more important than all burnt offerings, Jesus re
plied, "Thou art not far from the kingdom of God," (Mark 
12:34). Jesus did not mean to say that the man would have to 
wait only a short time for the establishment of the church. 
The word "far'' was used neither in a temporal nor a spacial 
sense. Jesus meant that the man himself was not far from 
personal submission to the rule . of God. When jesus 
preached, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is nearby" 
he was talking about the nearness of the rule of God to the 
lives of men. 

Other statements of Jesus made it clear that the phrase 
"kingdom of God" has a broader application in the New 
Testament than the idea of the church. On one occasion 
Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of Goo 
would come. Jesus' answer indicates that he did not mean the 
same thing by "the kingdom of God" as the Pharisees in
tended by the same phrase in their question. jesus said, "The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall 
they say, lo here! or there! for lo, the kingdom of God is 
within (or among) you," (luke 17:21). Whether we translate 
11humin" as "within" or "among" it is obvious that Jesus is 
referring to the rule of God in the lives of men when he 
speaks of the kingdom of God. In true semitic style, Jesus 
prayed, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven," (Matt. 6:10). The second phrase simply re
states the intent of the first. When God's will is done on 
earth, the kingdom or rule of God has come. A similar phrase 
is that found in Matthew 6:33. 11But seek ye first his kingdom, 
even his righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you." Here the words "kingdom" and "righteousness" 
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have the same intent. To be under the rule of God is to do 
the will of God, to do righteousness (Psalm 119:172). In his 
famous rebuke of the Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus said, "Woe 
to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye shut the 
kindom of heaven against men: for ye enter not in your
selves, neither suffer ye them that are entering in to enter," 
(Matt. 23:13). The present participle 11entering" indicates that 
people were entering the kingdom of God or coming under 
the rule of God at the time jesus spoke those words. When 
jesus preached the great sermon on the mount about the 
superior righteousness in the kingdom of heaven, he ex
pected a response from his hearers. His message was both 
personal and demanding. People who heard the prophetic 
preaching of Jesus were compelled to make a decision about 
whether or not they would submit to the will of God. Those 
who submitted themselves to God's rule entered his king
dom. The same is true today. 

At this point it is informative to note that the "gospel of 
the kingdom" was preached both before and after the cross 
(Matt. 4:2'3; 9:35; Acts 8:12). Jesus. said that the "gospel of 
the kingdom" must be preached in the whole world until the 
end should come (Matt. 24:14). The apostles and other 
ancient evangelists preached repentance and submission to 
the will of God just as the prophets, john the Baptist, and 
jesus the Christ had done before them. That which made the 
apostolic preaching unique was the proclamation that Jesus is 
the Christ which accompanied their preaching of the king-
dom of God. · 

Often, both in the preaching of jesus and the exhortations 
of the apostles, the word "kingdom" refers to God's glorious 
reign in the ultimate future. After the judgement, says Jesus, 
"the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father," (Matt. 13:43). On the judgement day the 
righteous will hear the King say, "come ye .blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun
dation of the world," (Matt. 25:34). Paul warns that the un
righteous will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9; 
Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:5). The same Paul assured the disciples 
"t~at. thro~:~gh many tribulations we must enter into the king· 
dom of ~od," (Acts 14:22). Peter promised that faithful dili
gent Christians will someday enter "the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord jesus Christ,'~ (2 Pet. 1 :11 ). We have seen therefore, 
that the kingdom of God existed in the time before the cross 
and will exist after judgement in eternity. 

With equal force, God's people in the present age are said 
to be in the kingdom of God. Jesus once announced, 11There 
are some here of them that stand by who shall in no wise 
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God come with 
power," (Mark 9:1). Perhaps this statement refers to the very 
visible entrance of the rule of God into the lives of the three 
thousand on the day of Pentecost. Paul explains that God has 
delivered Christians out of the power of darkness and has 
translated them "into the kingdom of his dear Son," (Col. 
1 :13). Because the church is part of God's eternal purpose 
and because in the present age all men are reconciled to 
God in the church, it can be safely said that no person today 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Knowing You Are Saved (2) 

Some have advocated the view that if 
you go through the Christian life un
sure of your ultimate salvation, this feel
ing will work to your advantage. Un
certainty will make you work harder 
for your salvation; thus, you will be a 
more faithful Christian. let us dispell 
this myth. 

The attitude of uncertainty about your 
salvation produces the illus1on that you 
can merit your salvation. This illusion 
will drive you into good works, but 
these works will disappoint you because 
when the work is done you will still feel 
unsure of yourself. Salvation is by un
merited favor of God (Eph. 2:5). If we 
are saved by works, then it is not by 
grace (Rom. 11 :6). Our feelings of un
certainty lead us into the realm of false 
doctrine. This is one way that uncer
tainty is actually harmful to us rather 
than helpful to us! 

Second, the Christian who is unsure 
of his salvation never knows peace with 
God within his own heart. One Christian 
brother recently expressed a feeling in 
his heart that is shared by many people 
in their own personal way. He said, "I 
know God forgave me of my alcoholism 
when I was baptized into Christ, and yet 
I still find myself asking God to forg1ve 
me of my past alcoholism." Truly, this 
brother is unsure of his salvation, and 
it is obvious that he does not feel a 
sense of peace with God. A young 
brother in Christ fell into temptation 
and committed fornication. He caused a 
young prostitute to bear an illegitimate 
child. When the young men repented of 
his sins and sought forgiveness, he made 
a public confession of his sin on five 
different occasions and sought the 
prayers of the church five times for the 
same sin and still was troubled in heart. 
This approach to salvation causes us to 
be afraid of God. As long as God fright
ens us we cannot enjoy a personal sense 
of peace with him. This is another harm
ful effect of trying to live the Christian 
life with an uncertain view of one's own 
salvation. 

Third, Christians who are unsure of 
their salvation have no confidence in 
the coming day of judgment. They feel 

JOE ED FURR 

there is a chance that they may go to 
hell. This aspect of uncertainty is 
frightening. It leaves a Christian with a 
dread of the judgment. 

Brethren who know they are saved 
a_ccordi~g to John's teaching have an en
tirely d1fferent outlook on life! First 
they have no illusions about the doc~ 
trine of merit. They are not tempted to 
pursue a path of self-justification. Sec
ond, they enjoy peace with God. They 
know God has made them right; there
fC?re, they have quit asking God to for
giVe them of already forgiven sins. This 
means they are not afraid of God. Their 
love for God has driven away fear (1 
John 4:18). Also, they rejoice in the 
hope of the coming of the day of judg
ment (Rom. 5:1-2). They have confi
dence in the coming day of judgment (I 
John 4:17). What a contrast we can see 
in these two attitudes!! 

Those who would have us travel the 
road of life with a perpetual feeling of 
uncertainty about our salvation contend 
that a knowledge of salvation will make 
us complacent and lukewarm. This 
charge is false. let us expose its fallacy. 
. Only when a man really knows that he 
1s s~ved can he truly rejoice in the lord 
(Phil. 4:4). How can we rejoice in un
certainty? When we truly rejoice in the 
lord we have the zeal to serve the lord. 
Zealous brethren are not complacent 
and lukewarm. 

To know you are saved is to have a 
very strong faith in God's justification 
through Jesus Christ. Of what virtue is 
our obedience if it is not followed by a 
whole-hearted trust that God has made· 
us right and is keeping us right by his 
power, by his grace, and by the inter
cession of Jesus? Does it sound rea
sonable to you that a man with a strong 
trust in God is going to be complacent 
and luke-warm? 

We level a counter charge. Uncer
tainty is the real source of much luke
warmness. Uncertainty can eventually 
dampen our zeal. At first uncertainty 
may motivate us to work hard to merit 
our salvation, but these work experi
ences do nothing to abolish uncertainty. 
Eventually a person will decide that all 
his works are for nothing; thus, pro-

ducing the onset of lukewarmness! Un
certainty is the sign of a weak faith. 
Weak faith is surely one of the root 
causes of luke-warmness. 

Those who are sure of their salvation 
are the brethren who are very keenly 
aware of their spiritual status. They 
know (from self-examination and Bible 
study) that they have obeyed the gospel 
and are continuing to walk in the light. 
They also know that they Jove the 
brethren. They know that the Holy 
Spirit abides within them. This spiritual 
awareness actually helps us to keep our 
mind on thing_s above instead of things 
that are on earth. This awareness moti
vates a great spiritual attitude that gives 
real depth to our worship to the lord. 
This is the kind of spirituality that helps 
us to grow in the state of God's grace. 
With this kind of growth brethren ma
ture into the fullness of Christ. 

Those who are perpetually unsure of 
their salvation lack such a dynamic 
growth unto maturity. They remain im
mature. They are vulnerable to factions, 
divisions, and heresies. These are the 
ones who are sometimes tempted to 
seek short-cuts in spirituality via glosso
lalia and other dev1ant doctrines· of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Examine the evidence for yourself. A 
proper assurance of salvation is a great 
Christian asset. It gives us a strong faith. 
It gives us zeal. It gives us a spiritual 
awareness that can lead us into real 
spiritual maturity. On the other hand, a 
Jack of assurance of salvation is a lia
bility. It gives us a warped Christian 
personality. We are easily deluded by 
false doctrines. A sense of inner peace 
evades us. An endless pursuit of merit 
gives us no assurance. It weakens our 
faith. 

let us avoid extremes. It is true that 
denominational people have abused the 
concept of knowing you are saved, but 
this is no excuse for us to abuse the 
same principle by going to the other 
extreme. let the word of God guide us 
into a proper awareness of our salvation 
so that we can become the kind of 
Christians God wants us to be. 
3700 Stafford, Irving, Texas 75062 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD preaching the gospel of the kingdom, God's message makes 
conquest of the minds of men. The gospel of the kingdom is 
for "casting down reasonings and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought 
into captivity unto the obedience of Christ," (2 Cor. 1 0:5). 
God's prophetic word demands that man submit to the will 
of his Creator. let us plainly preach the gospel of the king
dom and continue to pray that God's rule will spre~d into the 
lives of people around the world! 

(Continued from page 6) 

is in the kingdom of God who is not in God's church. It is 
equally true that church members who are not living in sub
jection to the will of God are not in the kingdom of God. 
Depending on our semantics, then, the church and the king
dom are, at least in theory, identical in our time. 

The "kingdom of God" in the thinking of Jesus and the 
apostles is the rule or reign of God. As we go into the world 2707 South lamar, Denver, Colorado 80227 
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Preachers and Prepositions J.D. THOMAS 

Preachers especially, but other people 
also, have a prob lem of cred ibi l ity if 
they make mistakes in minor matters, 
such as the use of the English language, 
mistakes in histo ri ca l dates, and such 
things. For the most part church aud i
ences are most considerate and are wi ll
ing to overlook much, if they can fo l low 
the general flow o f ideas, but accuracy 
does help, and a preacher's accuracy
quotient in use of the mother tongue 
does engender confidence in other mat
ters, say h is correctness in th e inter
pretation of scripture. So we should do 
the best we can. 

Probably the worst mistake in English 
that preachers make (and they are not 
alone in this-numerous Ph.D. profes
so rs make the same mistake regularly) 
is in using the w rong case after pre
posit ions. Normally we would not say, 
"with I" or "of I" o r "between 1," but it 
is amazing how many people w ill say, 
"with my w i fe and 1," or "of my wife 
and 1," o r "between my w ife and 1." 

A good way to recognize preposit ions 
(which I didn't kn ow until I had studied 
a good deal o f Greek), is to think of 
words w hi ch m ight express the rela
tion between a house and a running 
dog. In the fo llow ing uses, the preposi
tions are in bold face: 

The dog runs: to the house; under 

Effective Business Meetings 

Many churches, w hether w ith or with
out elders, operate to some degree by 
means of the " Business Meeting" ar
rangement. Meetings are usually held 
monthly. Th ere are pros and cons, but 
in my experience, more com plaints have 
been heard about busin ess meetings 
than almost any other aspect of the 
local church's work. M any simply refuse 
to attend them. Though some are better 
than others, very few, if any, are with
ou t their problems. 

Having preached for some twen ty 
yea rs, I've seen many o f the advan tages 
and disadvantages of business meetings. 
I do not beli eve they have to be th e 
unprofitable irritant they often are. 
Hopefu lly, the fo llowing suggestions 
wi ll help us be more productive in th e 
use of th is organizational tool. 

First, every person should see the 
need for part icipation. If 'this is the 
means we wa nt to use, let's make it as 
effective as possib le. It is a poor attitude 
which prompts a brother to boycott 
the business meetings because he just 
doesn ' t like them. Cooperation is need
ed if peop le are to succeed at working 
together. I know that's an obvious and 
elementary point. But some people still 
can't seem to understand it. Further
more, our participation shou ld be posi
ti ve and constructive. Even criticism can 
be presented in a loving and consider-

S r3nJ 

the house; into the house; in the house; 
out of the house; between the houses, 
etc. Other prepositions might be : over, 
around, above, below, after, from, away 
from, toward, up from, down from, etc., 
and any other term that could fit what 
a running dog might do in relation to 
a house. 

Cases that come into considerat ion 
here are the nominative, or case of the 
subject; and the objective or accusative, 
which is always the one which shou ld 
be used after preposi tions. Th e prob
lem in such usages as, "between my 
w ife and 1," is that the word wife is both 
nominative and objective in form, and 
this word is always correct in these 
uses. Since w ife sounds like a nomina
tive, and also sounds correct; we . tend 
to follow w ith I, which is nominative, 
instead of me wh ich is in the correct, 
objective case to be used here. 

So, think dog and house, and if you 
have a preposi tion, be sure to remem
ber that it takes the objective case. 

No one should be embarrassed that 
he has been gui lty here. I have known 
preachers w i th doctors degrees w ho 
didn't know how to avoid this problem. 
But even though "everybody does it" 
we should strive to enhance our credi
bility in every way that we can. 
Abilene Christian University 

LARRY SHEEHY 

ate manner. One brother accused an 
elder of never visit ing him unless he 
"wan ted something." Even if such were 
true, the ch urch business meeting hard
ly seems the place to bring it up. 

Second, let's use the common sense 
God gave most of us. Business meetings 
can't solve every problem. This isn't the 
t ime or place to discuss every detail. 
Committees can be appointed to solve 
problems, work out details, prepare 
presentations, and generally see that 
work is done. Business meetings can be 
used for proposa ls, reports and giv ing 
direction to the committees. When we 
spend t ime talking about details best 
dealt with by smaller groups or individ
uals, we almost guarantee that some w ill 
not attend. 

Third, we must determine to use 
Christian courtesy in business meet
ings. Don't dominate the discussion, or 
others in the meeting. Th e personalit ies 
of some make it almost natura l for them 
to be "pushy" in their interpersonal re
lations. These need to work on correct
ing this characteristic, and others need 
to have patience w ith them in the pro
cess. We have to be careful about trying 
to read someone else's mind. Learning 
to listen effectively is difficult, but will 
solve so many problems. Hear the 
brother out, and try to give him the 
benefit of the doubt. Learn to treat as 

"for Our Good Always" 
JAMES E . HOWARD 

" And the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for ou r good always, that he 
might preserve us alive, as at this day" 
(Deut. 6:24) . 

Why do you live by the principles 
stated in God's word? Perhaps the most 
basic reason is simply the fact that God 
said to. As the bumper sticker pu ts it, 
"God said it, I bel ieve i t, that settles it." 

But the Book of Deuteronomy gives 
a second reason. We obey God's word 
because it is for our good to do so. Sin 
is not only wrong. It is destructive. 

The Bible gives many examples of this 
principle at work. The w ise man re
minds us, " A man w ho is kind benefits 
himself, but a cruel man hurts himself." 
The apostle Pau l applies the same prin
ciple in h is discussion of sexua l im
morali ty in the sixth chapter o f I Corin
thians. What does Paul mean when he 
affirms that "every o ther sin wh ich a 
man commits is outside the body; but 
the immoral man sins against his own 
body." When one real izes that the 
meaning of "body" is rea ll y " to tal per
sona lity," it becomes clear that the 
apost le is warn ing the sexual immoral 
that his conduct actually damages his 
personality, that is, his abil ity to relate 
to another human being at the deeply 
intimate level of the beautifu l sexual 
union of the marriage relationsh ip. 

The same principle can be applied 
to any sin. The l iar damages h imself by 
blurring the distinction between truth 
and falsehood as we ll as hardening his 
own consicence. The selfish individual 
injures himself by distorting rea lity by 
convincing h imself that the world re
volves around h im. 

The other side of the coin is the fact 
tha t the individual following the posit ive 
princip les of God's revelation benefits 
himse lf. Positively or negatively God's 
truth is not only right but i t works. Let's 
help ourselves by living by those prin
ciples. 

11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 

va luable the ideas of others, whether or 
not you agree in every case. 

Fourth, in order to have effective busi
ness meetings, the chai rman must con
trol the proceedings. An agenda of mat
ters to be deal t w ith, mailed out ahead 
of t ime, i f possible, wi ll help. He must 
control the discussion, allowing every
one to express positively ideas and 
opinions, and refusing to allow the 
meet ing lo degenerate into a general 
gripe session. 

Business meetings can be effective, 
but we'll have to work at it ! Love for 
the Lord and one another will make this 
a profitable tool where it is used. 

P.O. Box 15171, Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JUNE 22, 19n 



Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Mo.re and more, it seems, emphasis is being placed in the church 
an~ r.ghtly ~o! on evangelism. This is the mission of Christ's church: 
It IS our pr1vdege to present this article by Bro. Austin .Emery on 
the growing of evangelistic congregations. Good thoughts are ex
p~essed for our profit. We are grateful to Bro. Emery for sharing 
w1th us.-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Growing an Evangelistic Congregation 
AUSTIN H. EMERY 

Every congregation needs to be evangelistic. The lord's 
church is to be an outreaching body of believers. The New 
Testament teaches this but in many instances it is a part of 
the New Testament ideal still to be reached. Many bemoan 
the lack of this outward reach in some locales, but few seem 
to do much more than "condemn" the lack with no success 
in changing anything. It is time for us to awaken to a chal
lenge in a realistic way. 

When a congregation does not evangelize it is usually 
because they have not been taught and motivated to do so. 
There are many places where believers have been told to 
"bring them in so the preacher can preach at them" rather 
than a "going" to seek and save the lost. Christians don't 
know where to begin reaching those. outside the fold of the 
lord. Since we "grew" into this situation we need to get 
busy at what will "grow us out of it" into being evangelistic. 
It is not an overnight task. We have a challenge to a work 
that will take time if we are to do it well. We will be busy 
teaching the newest converts and those mature in the faith 
that evangelism is vital. We must grow evangelistic congre
gations. Recognizing this, let's think of some matters that 
will need continual emphasis. 

1. The good news is to be shared. The lord never intended 
his disciples to simply hold the word within themselves. 
Sharing is at the very heart of Christianity and there is nothing 
I possess that needs more to be shared than the good news 
of salvation in Christ Jesus our lord. We share, humanly, 
good news (births, new acquisitions, promotions of job, etc.) 
and we equally have a message of good news about our 
lord to share. It is a message of joy, of hope and of blessing. 
Obviously the apostle had this in mind as he wrote to the 
Roman Christians (Ro. 10:14-15). 

2. A Christian has something to share. In Col. 1:21-23 there 
is an extolling of the blessings in Christ. Traditionally we have 
avoided terms like "testify" since we have not seen Jesus, but 
we all who are in Christ's body can share how God in the 
Christ has cleansed, sanctified, redeemed and saved us from 
our sin. There is no substitute for the power of conviction 
when the gospel is shared with someone in need of it. One 
reason many never share Christ with others is that they are 
not consciously aware of how great it is to be a Christian. We 
in Christ have something of great value to share with others. 

3. It is a joy to share Christ. In Philippians 1:18 there is an 
announcement of joy made. Often we have been long on 
words like "duty" and 11guilt" trying to get others to evan-

gelize. This has the opposite result than what we desire. 
There is a joy in sharing the message of salvation and a truly 
indescribable elation when those with whom we share re
spond to the message. Christians need to be aware that this 
is one means to great joy. 

4. Example inspires far more than precept alone. Paul in
structed Timothy (1 Tim. 4:12) to set an example. Teachers 
who do not share Christ with others will not succeed in 
motivating others to do so. Evangelistic churches will need 
evangelistic leaders to show the way. Successful Christians in 
seeking the lost soon find others asking to be shown how to 
do this. Tragically many Christians have suffered from leaders 
who tried to "drive" them to be evangelistic rather than 
"leading" them in the paths of ministry of the Word. 

5. Persons, not numbers, are the goal. Often a program of 
outreach is introduced with a presentation of statistics and re
sults measured numerically in such fashion that it quickly 
becomes impersonal. Christians need to be reminded that 
the lost needing the gospel shared are loved ones, friends, 
neighbors and workmates. It is sad that so much of our so
ciety has become impersonal; this must not become true 
within the body of Christ. Saints need to know that we are 
desiring to win those we know and Jove. Evangelism is ex
tremely personal. 

6. Christians need training in how-to-share. 2 Tim. 2:1-2 
indicates such a need. Many frenzied, harried approaches are 
made that ignore this need. Preachers need training in pub
lic speaking; teachers need training in methodology; Chris
tians need training in ways that are effective. This training 
needs to include the solid content of the gospel (Rom. 1 0:17) 
but it also needs to include methodology that is tried and 
proven. We have brethren who have ''blazed the trail" for 
many years and there is no need for ineffective activity today. 
Good training helps in the realm of confidence on the part 
of the Christian and _that confidence is communicated in 
numerous ways as the gospel is shared. Saints need to be 
assured that they really can share their faith in meaningful 
and effective ways. 

7. Every effort to share needs encouragement. Brethren 
need to be appredated. It has happened too often that 
some have been discouraged by a failure to lead one to 
Christ. Christians need upbuilding for making the effort. 
Sharing is successful whether .the one taught accepts or not. 
Also most of us who share the gospel find one method on 
which we are "sold" because, for_ us, it works. Those who try 
by some other means need encouragement as well as those 
who use "my" way of doing it. The Lord has chosen each of 
us in the body; we are not the same; yet we all need to be 
encouraged in the right. 

8. Public commendation is needed when Christ is shared. 
We are often so opposed to glorifying men that we fail to 
recognize good. In Rom. 16:1-2 there is a commending of an 
individual. We need this in the church today; it is especially 
needed in the area of evangelism. When someone obeys the 
gospel let it be known who it was that shared Christ with 
them. This has two effects: It reinforces the one who has 
shared the good news and it also says to others that some
one besides preachers or leaders can successfully share the 
gospel with outsiders. 

let's grow an evangelistic church. It can be done. It needs 
to be done. It is a part of restoring genuine Christianity de
scribed in the New Testament. 

Farmington, New Mexico 
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WHEN THE MINES CLOSED 

The Sunset church, Morenci, Arizona 
has been put in a difficult situation due 
to the fact that the Phelps Dodge cop
per mine is shut down until june 1st 
with possibilities of being shut down 
until Fall. All of the brethren in Morenci 
work at the mine. With the mine shut 
down our 'resources in the congregation 
are extremely limited. Several congre
gations have taken on the support of 
the preacher until june 1st. Congrega
tions from Arizona (headed by the 
Miami, Az congregation and the Eastside 
Spanish church, Phoenix, Az) brought in 
8,000.00 dollars worth of groceries to 
help tide us over. This spirit of coopera
tion is what we need in the church 

today. God help us to continue to obey 
Galatians 6:10 and seek to uni fy our
selves in love rather than divide our
selves in selfishness. 

Foree Grove, Box M, Morenci, Az 85540 

California Church Mergers 
and Incorporations 

Byron D. Groves. A ttorney 

601 N . Parkcen ter. Suite 10 1. 
Santa Ana. CA 92705 

(714) 541-5369 
11 Y ears Experience 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box !BC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

An Evening Honouring 

BRO. J. C. BAILEY 
In honour of Bro. ]. C. Bailey's 
work over the years with the 
church in Canada and India, there 
will be a dinner held on August 7, 
1982 at 7:00 p.m. in the Winnipeg 
Convention Centre, Winnipeg, 
Canada. 

Persons planning to attend should 
contact the Church of Christ in 
West Winnipeg, 600 Burnell St., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3G 
2B7, or phone (204) 772-8970 for 
further information. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for fu ll time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard ·Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES. ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or1:all for details. 

817/535-1801 
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Glenn Martin, 7350 Chase Road, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126: After eleven years 
of ministry with the Stadium Boulevard 
Congregation in Ann Arbor, Ml, Wil
burn C. Hill has moved to lubbock, TX 
to work with the Sunset Congregation. 
His duties at Sunset will be with the 
college-age members and as a coun
sellor to the students in the School of 
Preaching. Both Wilburn and his wife 
Susie are held in high esteem through
out the nation for their faithful stand for 
the truth, their special talent of working 
with young people, and special work-

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Leam to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. ·Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

shops in many congregations and at 
college lectureships. 

Note to subscribers: Please give yout 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Atlantic Christian School, Inc. 
Needs the following professionals: 

1. Guidance Counselo~
secondary, M.A. or above. 

2. English Teache~-M.A. or 
above preferred or B.A. 
with Language Minor 

Call or write: 
Yale J. Canfield 

12975 S.W. 6th Street 
Miami,FL 33184 
(305) 223-3531 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 

Quality Education for Christian Ministry 

Fall Classes Begin August 29 

1. Do you want more knowledge of the Bible 
and Bible-related subjects? 

2 Do you want to acquire more tools of the 
• Bible scholar such as Hebrew, Greek, re

search methods, writing and study skills. 

3 ·no you want to sharpen your ministry 
• skills in preaching, teaching, leadership, 

evangelism, and counseling? 

4 While doing all of this, would you like to 
• earn an accredited graduate degree while 

attending classes only one or more days per 
week? 

If your answer to any of these questions is yes, PER
HAPS WE CAN HELP. In addition to our full time 
students, we have many ministers and prospective ministers 
who commute each semester from such cities as Nashville, 
Jackson, Florence,· Little Rock, and many other cities with
in a 300 mile radius of Memphis. 

Write or call for applications for admission and a schol· 
arship and a FALL SCHEDULE OF CLASSES. In the 
years to come, you'll be glad you did. 

Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean Dr. Bill Flatt, Registrar 

1000 Cherry Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 38117 

901-761-1353 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

em~s 
ct.xlRcbes 01= cbR.fst 

fr.lSCJRarx:e gROCJp 

• E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nenrous 
Disorders) ..•.•.•.•..... _ .. $ 10,000 

• AnnuaJ Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ... _ . Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses aM paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. · 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible Is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for acddental 
lnjusy. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other Illness or dlsabiHty 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found In the group book· 
lets. 
Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serfling the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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PERFECTION 
(Continued from page 5) 

Tenn.-14 · baptisms, 37 restorations; 
meeting with W estark church, Ft. Smith, 
Ark.-8 baptisms, 26 restorations; meet
ing with Petersville church, Florence, 
A la.- 7 baptisms, 11 restorations; meet
ing with East Colbert, Muscle Shoals, 
Ala.-2 baptisms, 8 restorat ions. I have 

concluded my work with International 
Bible Co llege. I had been with the 
school as a staff member and teacher 
since its beginning in 1971 . This change 
allows me more freedom to speak in 
meetings, campaigns, workshops and to 
do mission work. 

have looked without his deformity. 
After the statue was comp leted the 
prince stood before his image and mar
veled at how handsome he was. He 
spent endless hours gazing at himself. 
His subj ects noticed how, over a period 
of tim e, his- torso became more and 
more erect until at last he became the 
man he might have been . He grew into 
his own image. We, li kewise, grow into 
perfect ion, into the image of Christ. 
1580 River Road, Eugene, O regon 97404 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

---Q 
~~) 

OF pi'-\.~ -
For Information Call: 

(214) 526-7715 or write: 
Preston Road School of Preaching 

6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Jerry Humphries, Route 5, Box 308, 
Florence, Alabama 35630: Since Febru
ary of this year my activities include the 
following: Campaign with the new 
Canefield church in Roseau, capitol of 
the Caribbean nation of Dominica-7 
baptisms, 8 restorations; Russelville, 
Ala. campaign sponsored by the North 
Highlands church-12 baptisms, 85 
restorations; weekend meeting w ith 
Capitol Hi II church near Winchester, 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

enroll by lept. 7 Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benef its "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

/outfiern California /cfiool 
of 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
f or Information and Catalog Write o r Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

~ \7 ro rn f£® n ~ ~ 1IOJ 1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone : 81 7-282-3911 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps , such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For ptany years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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Vol. 1- Gospels and Acts . .... . ...... . .. . .. ... . $7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume . ... . ... . ....... . .. .. .. $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUS T IN, TEXAS 78767 
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HOW TO REACH 
your 

INACTIVE MEMBERS 
• Learn how to reactivate your inactive members 
• Learn why Christians leave the church 
• Learn how to stop the drop-out cycle 

Attend the 

WORKSHOP on REACHING the DROP OUT 
Where? Building of the Bammel Road Church of Christ, Houston, Texas. 
When? July 8-10 (Part I) and July 22-24, 1982 (Part II). 
Cost? $50 per participant. 

* Featuring over 25 hours of training. 
* Designed to teach your members how to use specific listening skills in personal visits. 
* Conducted by Tim E. Matheny, Associate Director of the Center for Church Growth. 
* A program with a proven track record in many churches. 
* Your members are trained to visit your absentees with results. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY: 
"I have attended many workshops during 14 years in the ministry, but this workshop was one of the greatest learning 

experiences of my life.'' Gerald Bennett, Lindale Church of Christ, Houston, Texas. 

"I can see beautiful results from applying the principles we learned in the workshop. I visited a young family who 
stopped attending six months ago .... They were restored last Sunday and are excited about getting back into the work 
here. We visited with another lady who has been inactive for over three years. The following Wednesday she came to 
our Bible class and was restored. The best advise we can give is to attend the Workshop on Reaching the Drop Out to get 
the excellent training we received." Joe McDaniel, Hidden Valley Church of Christ, Houston, Texas. 

Advance Registration Required 

REGISTRATION FORM 

D I would like to register for the Workshop on Reaching the Drop Out in 
Houston in July 1982. 

D $25 toward registration fee enclosed. Balance due upon arrival. Payable 
to Center for Church Growth (Registration fee refundable until July 1, 
1982). 

D Please send me more information about the Workshop on Reaching the 
DropOut. 

Name ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

City --------------------------------- State _________________ Zip __________ _ 

Send to: 
CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

P.O. Box 73362 
Houston, TX 77273 

(713) 440-4391 
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W. F. Parker, 302 Quail Ave., Sebring, 
Fl 33870: Over the past two years, I 
have developed and presented a series 
of revival lessons, W HO ARE WE? to 
twenty congregations. Each of the five 
lessons is illustrated on slides and 
challenges the Christian to remember 
who he is and then act accord ingly. 
Brethren hav·e encouraged me to spend 
more time presenting these lessons so 
I have resigned from regu lar pulpit 
preaching after 18 yea rs to use my avail
able time in this work. I wi ll accept no 
pay for this meeting work since I am 
supported by secular work. I w ill gladly 
provide addi ti onal information and ref
erences to interested brethren. 

W HEN VISITING THE 
WORLD'S FAIR 

Stay At 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 3792 L 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

Single $45 
615 588-1982 

TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 

REUNION 
Sunday, July 18, 1982 

A ll former m embers ancl friend& 
reunite for a full day of 

Clr ristian fellorcship 
SPEAKERS : 

Gary F ulks, Cli fford Lyons 
WOODBRIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

13815 Su r r ey Drive 
Woodbridge, Va, 22191 

For lodging and additional informat ion 
call (703) 494-4332 

TENNESSEE 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

Fall Quarter Begins: 

September 13, 1982 

Offering Classes Toward: 

• Two Year Certificate 

• B.A. in Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D. in Christian 
Doctrine and Apologetics 

For Information Write: 

TENNESSEE BIBLE COLLEGE 

P.O. Box 865 

Cookeville, Tennessee 38501 

Telephone: 1-(615)-526-2616 
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5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 

Evansville, Indiana 47711 (812-477-5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1·502·821-3544. 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

Effective October 1, 1981, the 1981 Bond Series will pay interest 
rates equal to the maximum allowable Money Market Interest rate 
tor Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for interest due 
on Apri l 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the 
following described bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1982-1984 
1985-1987 
1988-1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
12%% 
12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds tor Christian Care Center in 
Dallas. Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth , Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell no r a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The offering i s made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 

..-~~ 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seekin1r work or congregations seekintr preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt:lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1005 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00~P""":.M.~=-==-=:-=-~== 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CHATHAltl, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2.01-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - A.NCHORA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA. Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Rood 

Plea•anton, California 94GOO 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 
Full time minister wanted: West Pikes Peak Church of 
Christ, 1402 West Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs, 
CO 80904; Must be married, mature, and sound in the 
scriptures with no hobbies. Please send resume and 
references. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

-----:::-::P:.=a:::u::=I,...,H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evanp;ellst 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St •• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., .2205 E. Mor10ran Ave .. 
U.S. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mnrf. Offle.! 47'7'-
527'1. Bobb7 Wade, Min. 47'0-40C58. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stny In n Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare stnff. (Christian couples.) Good pny nnd bene
fits. ll interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dirertor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or rnll 707/44R-!l567." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YtTltiA, ARIZ., 051 W. 2StJa St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WMl, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 791>-2~11. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
CON(';REGATION IN SOUTH TEXAS NEEDS 
FULL TIME F.VANGELIST. HOUSE PROVIDED 
AND SALARY NEGOTIABLE. PLEASE SEND 
RESJTME AND PICTURE TO THE CHURCH OF 
CHRlST. BOX 444. FALFURRIAS, TEXAS 78355. 
Phone: 512/348-3005. 

cH R ISTIA-:-:-:N-:H-=-o=-:-:u-::csE=-=P·A-:-=cRE=--:N-::T""s,.-----
Do you have a desire to serve the Lord in a unique 
ministry? Christian couple needed to fill the role of 
cottage parents to children who are unable to live at 
home. Contact Jim Key, at High Plains Children's 
Home & Family Service Office; Area Code 806-355-6588 
or write: Box 7448, Amarillo, TX 79109. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BWLES-write for free 
leather sample& ami prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We are located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 125. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 
512-689-2805 or 
512-689-2484. 

Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-218-732-5105. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCO:::-M::-:::-:M=:::::O~D;;.:A-=T'""'IO=-=N,...,.,S~--
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
;';~\e6. John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
~~J~~16-~J~O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full time 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ga. 31791. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED, experienced in Youth 
Ministry, with ability to work in Education Ministry or 
other areas. Congregation of 300 members in urban 
area. Send resume to Westgate Church of Christ, Attn. 
Tom Garner, 6390 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, Texas 
77706, or call (713) 866-1451. 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation in Lubbock area In 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Green 
at 806-793-2025 or Gerald Parker at 806-866-9636. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
MINISTER NEEDED: We desire a minister who is willing 
to work with the congregation to continue to become 
a great influence in the community. 70 members. Must 
be able to preach, teach, and do personal work. Town 
pop. 12,000; County 45,000; ASU, 10.000. Please send 
resume to: Boone Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1265, 
Boone, NC 28607. 
REVELATION Complete in 12 Cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue Album. "In the end, God." Plus book on premil
lenialism by V. E. Howard, $29.95 Prepaid. Another 
Album 12 cassettes C-90 on subject, "DANGERS FACING 
THE HOME AND CHURCH" $29.95. Both for $49.95. 
Glen L. Clagg, Route #7, Meadow Ridge Est., Clare
more, OK (918) 341-2926. 

VISITINC MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 a.m. Call 531-8745 for info or transportation. Or 
call 596-2701. Spanish language services, 10:30 A.M. 
Call 691-3363. 
BAPTISTRY NEEDED: Please write Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 68, Dinosaur, CO. 81610. Phone 1-303-374-
2224 or 1-801-789·1302. 

HOUSINC FOR 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
Christian family has new modern design guest cottage
near main house-air condition1 color TV, kitchenette, 
sleeps 6 or more-ideal for tamily or couples. Off 
1-40/75 in West Knox County-$100 per day-map to 
cottage, floor rlan, ticket info, will be mailed with 
confirmation o reservation-reservations require 25% 
deposit. Telephone (615) 690-8406 or 966-1933. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED: Established congregation 
presently supporting full-time pulpit and campus minis
try is seeking a full-time minister to help serve the 
needs of ·our grades 4-12. Prefer someone who has 
already prepared for and committed to youth ministry 
as a career. Competitive salary and benefits. Interested 
and qualified candidates, please send resume, references, 
and other supporting data to Gary Reynolds, Southside 
church of Christ, 1533 Nicholasville Rd., Lexington, 
KY 40503. 
BEC, BORROW, OR BUY: I need old songbooks. 
Paperbacks or hardbacks. Any condition, publisher, or 
date. History is important. I would also like to cor
respond with writers who want to publish. Stephen 
Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRE~ 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anitcipate 
filling this position in Summer months, but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature, and be able to provide 
good references. Please sena resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers In a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work In this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 

SEE AND HEAR REUEL LEMMONS 
In your congregation! Great lectures on leadership 
now available on Yz inch video tape. Write for details. 
CV5, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539 (805 942-4459). 
Seeking work with active congregation as preacher. 
Have B.A. and M.A. from A.C.U. in Bible. Twenty-three 
years preaching experience. Contact Walter Swain at 
(714) 571-6261 or 273-5140. Write to 6636 Rockglen 
Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Honolulu, Hawaii is in need 
of a full time preacher-minister. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary and are willing to 
bear the expense of moving items of necessity. They 
would rrefer having someone who has had several 
years o experience as a preacher in a multi-ethnic en
vironment. Individuals interested In working in a dif
ficult but rewarding area please send a current resume, 
a tape of a recent sermon and a family picture to the 
elders of: Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. 

NOTICE 
Interested parties should be advised that Robert 

Shank is no longer a part of the Restoration Leader
ship Ministry staff. 

It should also be understood that prior to March 
26, 1982, I had no knowledge whatsoever of brother 
Shank's latest book entitled: "Until the Coming of 
Messiah and His Kingdom." After seeing the book I 
can say, however, that I do not endorse brother 
Shank's thesis as I do not believe it is what the 
Bible teaches. 

Respectfully, 
Alan Cloyd 
308 Eulala Ct. 
Nashville, TN 37211 

INVESTIGATES The Firm FouudatloD 
trlea to screea advertt•ln.r, ftDd · will uot 
knowingly take queatlonable advertising. 
But lt 111 the reader'• re•ponslblllt7 to ID
veatlgate. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlmea UDwlttlngl7 ruD all UnWOrth7' ftcl, 
A.a the old •n71Ds; goe•• before TOU lnve•t. 
lnvestt~r:ate I 

9TH ANNUAL JAIL/PRISON 
WORKSHOP 

The Windsor Park Church, 4420 S. 
Starles, in Corpus Christi, Texas 78411, 
wil host the 9th Annual jail/Prison 
Workshop, June 17-19, 1982. Christians 
interested in reaching lost men and 
women behind bars will gather from 
across the brotherhood. 

Speakers include: Carl Bryant, Jimmy 
Allen, Talmadge Jones, luke Curtis, Ron 
Goodman, Harold & Helen Cox, Jerry 
Raines, Calvin Eary, Austin Meriwether, 
Harry Conner, j. B. Mutuma, Joe Mc
Kissick, lawrence Anderson, James 
long, Randy Harris, Ken laird, Bill 
Crossman, Robert Rubinow, Nina Welch, 
Nancy Berry, jane Boisvert, lucinda 
Crossman, Wes Whitt, Aubrey Norris, 
R. C. Thompson, luJuana Allen, Troy 
Amrein, Chuck Miller, Bill Paschal, Peter 
Bumpass and Mark Hicks. 

For a complete schedule, write to 
Buck Griffith at the church address. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
WANTED 

Salary Open 

Qualifications: Professional certification, 
Elementary Teaching Experience, Faithful 
Christian, Active Church of Christ Member
ship. Redland Christian Academy, 17700 
S.W. 280 Street, Homestead, FL 33031. 

Phone: 305-248-5306 or 305-248-0908 

lS [399] 



GULF 

COAST 

WORKERS 

CLINIC 
AUGUST 13-14, 1982 

UVALDE~ TEXAS 

Wayne Monroe 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Jackie Chessnut 
Mackie Chess nut 
Rogers, Arkansas 

This Clinic is directed toward motivation and 
sharing ideas to put new life into Bus Programs 

PRE-REGISTRATION: 

1. One Person 
2. Two People 
3. Congregation 

$30.00 

25.00 each 
65.00 

WE WILL BE SHARING IDEAS 
AND MATERIALS ON: 
Saturday Bus Meetings 
Teaching on the Bus 
Door knocking 

FOR PRE-REGISTRATION AND HOUSING CONTACT: Reaching Parents of Riders 
Singing (Sharing New Songs) Mary Lou Gibson 

512-278-5659 . 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 P.m. 

Fly into San Antonio International Airport 
and transportation will be arranged to 
Uvalde. 
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PART OF A GROUP OF MINISTERS who attended the Min
ister's Sermon Seminar, held in Austin, Texas, May 24-26. The 
seminar was sponsored by the Institute for Christian Studies. 
Ministers spent two days of intensive activity attending 
classes, panels, and group sessions which offered resources 
for sermons. Each faculty member of the Inst itute (Tony Ash, 
Allan McNicol, james Thompson, Paul Watson, Michael 
Weed) presented material on one biblical book. Other speak
ers were Rex Kyker (" Sermons for Special Occasions") and 
Lanny Henninger ("The Joy of Preaching"). Response to the 
seminar was e nthusiastic. Plans are to make 1t an annual 
event. 

1\) 
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Beleaguered Faith 

There has hever·been a minute since the Faith began 
to be delivered in which it was not under attack. Paul's 
perils came from all directions-including those among 
false brethren. It is strange indeed that opposition to the 
Faith should come from within. But it sometimes does. 
There is a startling revelation early in the book of job 
that when the sons of God came together the Devil was 
in their midst. 

Paul's prediction t~at "from your own number shall 
men arise teaching perverse things" has been verified 
repeatedly through all the past 20 centuries. 

It well could be the marvel of the age that so many 
saints are still faithful in spite of what they have to read 
and listen to. And it is remarkable that so many have 
borne the sting of personal vendetta at the hands of their 
brethren and have not thrown faith overboard entirely. 
The price of dissent today is ostracism and rejection, 
even though the dissenter may be rebelling against lax 
application of the Scriptures to our lifestyles. All apos
tacies start that way and result in the separation of a few 
fanatics from the main stream which is slowly floating 
out to eventual extinction. The prospect of saving a 
remnant lies with the fanatics who are trying to preserve 
New Testament patterns, practices and spirit, rather than 
with the drifting mass. 

Through the history of Religion, breakaway groups 
have made the mistake of creedalizing their doctrines 
and practices and have so circumscribed their practiCes 
that they. eliminated from their fellowship all those 
whom they still called brothers, but who in reality, they 
counted heathen. They developed certain names for 
them-names that were born of contempt and disdain, 
and that further isolated them and excommuuicated 
them. 

They fancied themselves to be "the only loyal 
church," and set at naught all others. Unless others saw 
truth exactly as they saw it, did things exactly as they did 
them and said shibboleth exactly as they said it, there 
could be no fellowship. This is the exact pattern, without 
variation, which has produced every denomination on 
earth, and it is the exact pattern being followed by our 
own people. 

We are reaching the place where sound doctrine no 
longer rests upon the sacred scriptures alone, as we have 
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so boldly and rightfully claimed, but upon our own self
established interpretations of it. What must be done 
before we can "grant fellowship" to someone is to test 
his practices by our practices, rather than by sound 
biblical exegesis. If one of us discovers a new truth from 
the scriptures he is judged immediately and condemned 
by our creedelistic interpretations of the past. His dis
covery has little or no chance of being given a fair trial 
in the light of the sacred text alone. 

Any movement, to escape stagnation and ultimate 
denominationalism, must continue a relentless search 
for new truth. If at any point in its history it decides that 
it has no more truth to search for, and can measure all 
others by the measuring rod it has now defined, it has 
become another denomination. And when its constitu
ency demands that its members think no thoughts ex
cept those that have already been thought, and put forth 
no meanings from scripture than those generally ac
cepted, that group has reached the place whe~e i~ can 
no longer· lay claim to being a non-denommataonal 
group. 

It is not enough to go back to the "position of the pio
neers" or even to 11restore the restoration." We are not 
wed ~o a movement but to a man-Jesus Christ. We 
must shuck every vestige of denominational loyalty, 
however sacred, or however trivial or obscure and pene
trate the very heart of truth itself. If that requires that 
we walk alone, because none will walk with us, then 
so be it. 

Building on another's foundation may have some 
advantages and security, too. Following a trail another 
has blazed is safer, maybe, but there is no thrill like the 
thrill of personally penetrating the wilderness until you 
stumble upon truth that none other has seen. It is more 
thrilling than Balboa's first glimpse of the Pacific. 

When one comes through, the truth he finds is his 
own. The faith he forms upon that truth is his own. It 
isn't a borrowed faith. He can walk by it. He can live by 
it. He can die with it. He will never forsake it and it will 
never forsake him. 
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"Who Cares, Anyway?" 
GAYLORD COOl<! 

One of the common beliefs among troubled people is that 
no one cares. "Who cares, anyway?" is an expression often 
heard by those who are trying to help those who have en
countered misfortune. Even in the very face of the attempt 
to help, the distressed often seem to feel that no one does 
care. 

In the face of such a feeling Christians need to ask, "Do 
we really care?" At first glance any of us would quickly say, 
"Of course we care." Christians contribute to the welfare of 
troubled people by operating homes for children who need 
care, homes for the aged and at least in some mission works 
overseas-hospitals for the care of the body. But do we really 
care? Is it possible that all of these are just something we feel 
we should do because we are Christians? One obviously can 
help a troubled individual without being really interested in 
that person. There is a need to be constantly alert to the 
possibility that our charity is not just to relieve our own guilt 
feelings rather than to help the person in need. 

Caring is one of the distinguishing marks of a true church 
of Christ. A church that does not care simply cannot be the 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ. God cared enough to send 
the very best. The church built by that one sent by God will 
also care enough to do all possible for mankind in whatever 
situation arises. 

An example of the caring church is seen in Philippi. This 
church cared about Paul. They cared so much about him that 
they sent him a gift of money while he was in prison in 
Rome. Their care was not limited to money however. Their 
prayers were as much a part of their care as was the money. 
Their concern that his welfare be watched was itself an ex
pression of the real care that brought the money. Let us no
tice some things that happen when a church really cares. 

When A Church Cares It Gives Expression To Its Concerns. 
Paul wrote the Philippians, "But I rejoiced in the Lord 
greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished 
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked oppor
tunity." He is telling them that he has always known that 
they cared, but now they have shown that care. 

It is an easy thing to say we are concerned. We may make 
the proper facial expression, adopt the right tone of voice, 
and even say the right words. But what the world is looking 
for, what individuals are looking for, is an expression of con
cern. There are many ways to express concern in a practical 
way. When a mother is sick-care for the children, wash the 
clothes, cook meals. When a person has loss-buy him a 
coat, get him some groceries. When a person has sorrow-sit 
with him in his sorrow, show faith that he may be able to 
catch. When a person is not a Christian-tell him the Good 
News. 

If 'one really cares, then he will give substance to his con
cern. Many years ago in the English town of Rochdale, jacob 
Bright, a mill owner and father of the famous statesman John 
Bright, was walking up the hill from town to his home, when 
he encountered a poor farmer in serious trouble. The man's 
horse had broken his leg and had to be destroyed. People 
stood around and expressed sorrow for what had happened 
to the man. Mr. Bright looked the situation over and then re-

moved his hat and placed a five pound note in the hat. He 
then said to the sympathetic bystanders, "I'm sorry five 
pounds for our neighbor. How sorry are you?" He then 
passed the hat and collected enough money for the man to 
buy another horse. That is real concern and care. 

When A Church Cares It Finds The Opportunity To Act. 
The indication is that the church at Philippi had always been 
concerned, but had not had the opporunity to act. However, 
they found an opportunity and did act rather than just saying 
how sorry they were that Paul had problems. 

There are some things that cannot be scheduled. Oppor
tunities arise and have to be seized at the moment they are 
present. When someone is in need, it is not just doing the 
expected that expresses care. Anyone ·can do that. It is doing 
the unexpected, going the second mile in the name of Christ. 
Sensitivity to the needs of others is an essential. The timing 
of the act is important. 

When A Church Cares It Shares In The Lives Of Others. In 
verse 14-16 of Philippians 4 Paul indicated that the Philip
pian church had shared in all that he had done. They had 
become a part of his life and ministry by their care for him. 
We too become a part of the life and ministry of those we 
help. 

Consider the implications of what one can accomplish by 
his involvement in the lives of others-because he cares. A 
student who was in college majoring in Bible and intending 
to devote his life to preaching had become very discouraged. 
His finances were extremely limited and almost exhausted. 
He had about decided to drop out of school and return home 
to work in a factory, when he received an invitation to preach 
one Sunday at his home congregation. After the sermon as 
he was greeting people, a medical doctor left a folded one
hundred-dollar bill in his hand as he shook hands with him. 
With the added resources, but more by the encouragement 
this gave him, he returned to school and ultimately became 
an outstanding preacher. That doctor became a part of his 
ministry and was a part of every good work that young man 
did throughout his life. 

When A Church Cares It Receives A Blessing Itself. Paul's 
real joy in the gift is not what it did for him but what it did 
for those who gave it. He expressed it in commercial terms in 
verse 17. He expressed it in sacrificial terms, the terms of 
worship in verse 18. The church received a blessing because 
it had shown its care for Paul. 

We need to constantly be seeking to shift our attention 
from ourselves to others. It is an easy thing for a church to 
become self-centered. Most of our resources, program and 
effort can be directed only toward ourselves and this will 
happen unless we are constantly alert to prevent it. Our build
ings, pews, carpets, air-conditioners, parking lots and various 
programs designed strictly for the benefit of the local church 
will quickly consume all our resources if we allow it to hap
pen. Caring helps to shift the focus of our concern. 

Do we really care? Let us look carefully at our motives and 
actions. We can never really believe we are Christ's church 
until we begin to express our care! 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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The Word Became Flesh 
T. PI£RCE BROWN 

Why did he do it? There are at least 60 different reasons 
given in the Bible, but today, let us emphasize one. Do you 
see a picture of God unknown and unknowable by man as 
things were, because he exists in a different dimension ~hat 
men-not bound by materialistic space-time considerations 
and relationships. But because he loves us, he wants to reveal 
himself to us and draw us unto himself. How can he commu
nicate? It was through the Word. Not merely a spoken word, 
or a written word, but the Word that became flesh. A word is 
an expression of a thought, an idea, a personality. A word is 
not something different from a thought, except in form. A 
word is a thought expressed. The thought is the father of the 
Word. It produces the word. So God and Christ are one. 
Jesus said, "The Father is greater than me," and this is true 
in the sense that he proceeded from the God-Father. But they 
are one in about the same way the thought and the word are 
one. You can not properly understand another's thought until 
he expresses it in a word. So you can not properly understand 
God until you see him expressed in the Word. 

In order to reveal himself adequately, he had to become a 
life that could be seen-not merely a word that was a written 
or spoken symbol or our own experience, but a Word that be
came a living reality in our midst. Before Christ came, if 
someone had said, "God is love," we could only have under
stood it in terms of our own experience of love-partial, im
perfect, and even impure at times. But in him, we no longer 
need see the word "love" in the small, limited context of 
human yearning and failures, but in the light of the cross, 
Where One who said, "Love your enemy" lived his love. It 
was the Word becoming flesh! 

But the thought that struck me with so much force was: If 
it were not possible for God to reveal himself adequately 
through the written or spoken Word then, it is not possible 
now. This is why John could say, "Let us love, not in word, 
or in tongue, but in deed and in truth." 

The miracle of the incarnation was when the Word became 
flesh. That was God with us-lmmanuel. The "miracle" of 
reincarnation is when we let the life of Christ be manifest in 
our mortal flesh (1 Cor. 4:11). The gospel is "the power of 
God unto salvation," (Rom. 1 :16) but that power does not 
operate until a person takes that written or spoken word and 
translates it into life! The power in an atom may be enough to 
change the course of history, but no one knows about it until 
it is translated into action. The word must become flesh! 

The power of the redemption that is in Christ could not be 
realized until he became flesh and dwelt among us. He 
showed us how to live by living-not merely by talking about 
it. He showed us how to love by loving, not merely by pro
fessing love. 

The principle is still true. The power and strength of the 
gospel is not in how big an operation we have going; how 
smoothly our "worship services" are (they may be very little 
worship and no service at all!), or how elaborate a building 
program we have, but in each one of us in our own sphere 
of influence to so identitfy ourselves with Christ that they 
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see him embodied in us, while at the same time we so 
identify ourselves with thoses about us that we share in their 
problems, cares and needs. 

The thing that makes our fellowship worth having is not 
that we sit on the same pew, or break bread out of the same 
plate, but that we are so identified with one another that the 
joys, sorrows and burdens of the others become ours. A 
church is not split when its members merely start wor
shipping in a different locality. It is usually split long before 
that-when its members have their hearts, minds and pur
poses on different and contradictory things. 

jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the life," not 
merely, "I will show you the Way, tell you the Truth, and 
give you Life." All philosophies and religious leaders .ha~e 
claimed or tried to do that. The way of the Abundant L1fe IS 

not found merely in words. It is found in the word becoming 
flesh-livipg reality. 

The truth uttered is like a sign in the grocery store that says, 
"T-bone steak." But the truth lived is not the sign. It is the 
steak-the word becoming flesh! One of the greatest trage
dies of the church of today is that we have become so en
tranced with the beautiful sign that we do not have time nor 
inclination to bother with the steak. We have persons who 
would travel 1000 miles to listen to or deliver a message on 
"personal evangelism" at some soul-saving workshop who 
would not walk across the street to knock on a poor lost sin
ner's door. The word has not become flesh! We have weekly 
Bible classes, but they are "weakly" Bible classes because we 
are more interested in the Word becoming words than we 
are in the Word becoming flesh. 

Whenever we think of the church as being a Divine Teach
ing Institution where we learn correct verbal answers to pre
programmed questions rather than a living organism that 
demonstrates the life of Christ in the flesh, we have perverted 
Christianity and weakened the message of the Master. 

The way of which the Lord speaks is a way of thinking, 
talking and acting in all our relationships of body, mind and 
spirit. It is not simply a way of organizing proper acts of cor
porate worship and g!orying in our organizational stru~tur~. 

The truth about which he spoke was the truth embod1ed m 
a living demonstration of redemptive love, not primarily in 
a persuasive presentation of pleasing phrases. 

The Life about which he speaks is not primarily a life of 
meeting and eating but a life of sharing Christ with others. 

The reason for having the church organized was not to have 
some sort of power structure which has the function of "run
ning the church." It is so the church might function in such 
a way that the skeleton of words, so to speak, might be 
clothed with flesh and become a living body-a demonstra
tion of a loving Christ reaching out and redeeming mankind. 
When the organ or the organization fails to function in that 
way, it prostitutes the purpose of God and may indeed be
come the great harlot rather than the bride of Christ. 

112lemont Lane, R #3, Tullahoma, Tn. 37388 
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ELMER PROUT 

King Solomon has gone down in history as the wisest man 
in the Old Testament. His wisdom "surpassed the wisdom of 
all the people of the east, and all the wisdom of Egypt." 
Solomon wrote about trees, beasts, birds, reptiles and fish. As 
his reputation grew his sayings were collected and three thou
sand proverbs were credited to him. 

Proverbs-short, clever statements of practical truth which 
are easily remembered. Down-to-earth advice about how to 
get along in every aspect of daily life. If we need to know the 
best way to approach any topic the book of Proverbs will al
most certainly include something on that matter. 

The importance of carefully selecting our associates is 
made clear in such statements as "if sinners entice you, do 
not consent ... Such as the ways of all who get pain by vio
lence; it takes away the life of its possessors." If the violent 
man seems to come out on top, Proverbs cautions "Do not 
envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways." 

The value of ambition is underlined in the well-known 
passages "Go to the ant, 0 sluggard; consider her ways, and 
be wise .•. " To those who would rather talk than work the 
word is "In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to 
want." The contrast between rich and poor comes to focus in 
the lines 11 A rich man's wealth is his strong city; the proverty 
of the poor is their ruin." 

"Brag is a good dog, but hold fast is better" so ran the 
American saying. Solomon put it this way, "Better is the man 
of humble standing who works for himself than one who 
plays the great man but lacks bread." 

In our age of increasing alcohol abuse the ancient word has 
the modern cure, "Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; 
and whoever is led astray by it is not wise ... Do not look at 
wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup ... " 

Words about anger and self-control are timely in any age. 
"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger ... He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, 
and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city." 

The unexpected turn of a word carries the sting of realiza
tion. "The simple believes anything, but the prudent looks 
where he is going." In those times when we wish we had not 
spoken as quickly as we did we may remember that "Even 
a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he doses 
his lips, he is deemed intelligent." How easy it is to blame 
the Lord: "When a man's folly brings his way to ruin, his 
heart rages against the Lord. 

Business methods seem to have changed but we still find 
the echo: 11 'It is bad, it is bad,' says the buyer; but when he 
goes away, then he boasts." A recent American politician 
might have done well to have memorized the warning that 

"He who meddles in a quarrel not his own is like the one 
who takes a passing dog by the ears." 

The book of Proverbs is in the Bible by God's will. Life 
surely would be more orderly, safe. and productive if the 
advice of Solomon became the rule of life for all Americans. 

I wonder, however, if the purpose of the book is only to 
give rules for the orderly life-only to summarize sensible 
manners? 

As we read the proverbs is there not a sort of uneasiness 
about all that good advice? Is there not a growing question 
about all those insights into life's problems? After we have 
heard it all, memorized it, repeated endlessly-what do we 
do with it? 
"Well, just accept it and follow the advice, obey the pre-
cepts!" . 

Yes, of course ... only the doing is precisely the catch!! 
It is so totally easy to give advice-to gather up in neat pack
ages the rules that will solve all of life's problems IF you 
will only DO this... . 

I am impressed by all that Proverbs has to say. I am chal
lenged by its precepts to try to do better. But I cannot forget 
that the king who wrote three thousand proverbs did not 
follow his own teaching. I hear him talking about caution, 
clear thinking, reason rather than emotion. I hear him praise 
loyalty to one wife. I picture him sitting on his throne while 
the scribes frantically recorded the latest bit of wisdom from 
David's son ... 

But at that same moment that I remember all of that, I 
cannot forget that THAT king was involved with one thousand 
women-wives and· mistresses who turned his heart from God 
to idols. The proverb-maker died in his folly with the sound 
of his advice echoing the corridors of his foolishness ... The 
advisor who could not or would not follow his own dir
ections. 

1 am convinced that the book of Proverbs demonstrates to 
us the absolute need to go beyond Proverbs and proverb
givers to the Savior. God did not send his Son into the world 
to give people the perfect set of information or advice. Jesus 
Christ did not come to revise and update Solomon's words 
into a Christian era guidebook. 

If the Bible ended with proverbs-no matter how clever
we would read and choke on the rules. God's Son came to 
be the Perfect Sacrifice-He who saves. Jesus Christ does not 
let us off the hook. He still calls us to holy living and prac
tical goodness. But he does this by first being Savior. Those 
whom he saves are empowered to do his will. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 
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Modesty in the First Century 
RAY HAWK 

We usually think of preaching on the subject of modesty 
when warm weather returns, but the subject merits our 
interest in each season. We usually think of swimsuits, shorts, 
low cut blouses and mini-skirts ·when the subject of im
modesty comes up. As we study this subject, I want us to 
remember, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God." 

Passages on the Subject of Modesty 

I Timothy 2:9, 10 is our primary source on the subject. Paul 
stated, "In like manner, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 
braided hair, and gold or pearls or costly rainment; but 
(which becometh women professing godliness) through good 
works." 

The primary words in this text are adorn, modest, apparel, 
shamefacedness, sobriety, professing, and godliness. The 
word adorn is from "kosmeo" and means to order, set in 
order, or to prepare. The word modest is from a similar 
word, "kosmios," found also in I Timothy 3:2 and translated 
orderly in the ASV and of good behaviour in the KJV. It 
means orderly, decorous, or good behaviour. The third word 
is apparel, from "katestole," found only once in the New 
Testament. It means a deposit; costume or distribution. The 
next word is shamefacedness, found twice in the new cove
nant from 11aidos" meaning downcast eyes, bashfulness, mod
esty, or reverence to God. The following word is sobriety 
from 11sophrosune," meaning safe in mind, sound, self
controlled, discreet, temperate, or to reign or curb. The next 
word is professing from "epaggello" translated to announce, 
to bring glad tidings. The last word is godliness irom 
"theosebeia," meaning devoutness, piety, or worshipper of 
God. 

If we used what we have found, the above passage could be 
translated, "Women are to prepare themselves in orderly cos
tumes (costumes of good behaviour), being bashful (showing 
reverence to God), and curbing or controlling themselves; 
announcing to all in that clothing their devotion to God by or 
through good works." . 

We have preached so much on shorts, halter tops, mini
skirts, and the like that we have failed to see what the 
passage really says. Paul nor the Holy Spirit had the above 
apparel in mind when this passage was penned. They were 
exhorting women to stop putting on too much, not telling 
them to stop taking off so much. 

Today, if a woman comes into the assembly with jewelry 
drapped around her neck, rings on every finger, and brace
lets from her wrists to her elbows, we think little or nothing 
of it. But, in Paul's day he was telling women to stop dver 
dressing. It wasn't modest. In fact, Peter, speaking on this 
same subject, stated, 

"Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of 
braiding the hair, and of wearing of jewels of gold, or of 
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putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price" (I 
Peter 3:3, 4 ASV). 

Neither Paul, Peter, the Holy Spirit, or any New Testament 
writer was binding the length of a woman's dress. If so, 
women in tlie 20th century would have to wear the length of 
dress adorning women of the first century. Not only did Paul 
not bind length, but we are relative ourselves in the matter. 

In the '60s if a Christian woman wore the mini-skirt she was 
considered immodest but women wearing dresses that came 
just above the knee were modest. If a saintly woman walked 
into our assemblies today with a dress that struck her just 
above the knees, would we say she was modest or immodest? 
Immodest, right? So, what was formerly modest now becomes 
immodest. What was .smiled upon in the '60s is frowned upon 
in the '80s. So, where is our absolute standard for modesty? 
We have proved we do not know nor practice it when it 
comes to length. Actually, what we need to bind as abso
lute is to accept what God states on the subject! 

What God and Paul Bound 

The Holy Spirit bound character! Paul used the word 
shamefacedness. The word means reverence to God. Women 
who reverence God will dress appropriately regardless of the 
time period she lives in. What causes one to be bashful or 
blush in 1885 may not do so in 1982. Oer. 6:15; 8:12). But, if 
one reverences God, she will dress modestly for that period 
or society because that is part of her character. 

A Christian will be temperate (with sobriety). She will not 
go to extremes. She will profess or announce her godliness 
(worship to God) by her clothing. Also notice that she will 
do all this with Good Works! A woman with character will 
know _the design or purpose of what she is putting on. This 
is true whether it was in Paul's or your day. 

Clothed with Character Today 
The New Testament" tells us what we are to wear. If we 

. dress the spirit within, it will be revealed by our outward 
adorning. We should put on the armor of light, (Rom. 13:12); 
the new man, (Eph. 4:24}; mercy, kindness humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering, forebearing one another and 
forgiving one another, (Col. 3:12, 13); love, {Col. 3:14); the 
breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation, (I Thess. 5:8); and the Lord jesus Christ {Rom. 
13:14}. 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21, "For where thy treasure is, 
there will thy heart be also." How you dress tells where your 
heart is, whether in A.D. 68 with their styles or in 1982 with 
ours. How you dress reveals your character. Build character 
and you'll have modesty! 

1461 East Chester, Jackson, Tennessee 38301 
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How To Differ Without Dividing (1) 
We in the churches of Christ, are 

presently at a cri sis point in o~r e~i s
tence as a movement: we are splmtenng 
ourselves into impotency and insigni
ficance. What once was a significant 
force to be reckoned with on the re
ligious scene is now passed ov~r with 
l ittle, if any, notice by those outstde our 
ranks. . 

Most rel igious movements exl?enence 
similar crises in regard to untty, an? 
they ebb and flow in the extent of thetr 
impact on society. But it seems that the 
American restoration movement . . . 
(originally conceived as a unity mo~e
ment) is often in the throes of dtsrupttve 
controversy and has more than its share 
of discord and division . 

In any attempt to docume.nt the above 
observation time would fatl should we 
linger long' over the list of the divisive 
issues of classes, cups, and colleges; 
organs and orphans; bu~es, bu~ldings, 
and britches; race and ntual; kttche~s 
and klatches; pre-, post-, and a-m•!
lennial ; puppets, pastors an~ personali
ties· contribution, cooperation and, I 
gue'ss the latest (though I'm sure not the 
last)-the confusion over Crossroads. 
Add to this list all the private, petty 
issues that continue to divide brother 
from brother and that sever the body of 
Christ limb from limb in practically 
every location w here the church exists, 
and you come to th~ . inescapable; ~C?n
clusion: We are a dtvtded and dtvts tve 
movement. . 

The last statement, itself, is potenti
ally divisive. Some who read i.t wi ll 
agree; some w ill disa~ree. I con~tdered 
eliminating it, but dectded to let tt stand 
as a case in point. We wi ll differ on that 
assessment. Now, is there any way that 
we can differ without dividing? I believe 
there is. jesus wou ld not have praye~ for 
the impossible (John 17). I also belteve 
it is imperative (John .1 3:35) .. B~t. how? 
How can we differ w tthout dtvtdmg? 

In searching for the answer to that 
question, it may help us to see some C?f 
the historical background of the Amen
can restoration movement. Even a casual 
student of the origins of our moveme~t 
will be aware that our background tS 
one of reaction to religious error. But 
many religious movements are reactions 
to perceived error. What of Ol~rs? The 
particular reaction that charactenzed ou r 
roots was not a reaction against ma
terialism. Had such been the case we 
would have more nearly resembled the 
Mennonite and Amish movements. 
Similarly, had we initially reacted 
against social injustice, we would h~ve 
more nearly resembled the Salva~ton 
Army. Other examples could. be ctted 
that would illustrate the obvtous con
nection between attitudes and conse-

Brother Woodroof has written a bo~k, 
entit led BEYOND CROSSROADS wh tch 
is an excellent extended treatment of 
this subject. It may be ordered from the 
FIRM FOUNDATION. 
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quences in the area of religious reactions 
and results. 

But none of the above was the pre
occupation of the leaders of the Ameri
can restoration movement. Our roots 
sink rather in to the soi l of theological 
reactionism. The particular reaction t.hat 
dominated our origins was one agamst 
doctrinal impuri ty. We became kn~wn 
as a people ded icated to the pur~Utt <;>f 
doctrinal puri ty-purity of. doctn.ne m 
genera l and purity of ntual tn parttcu lar. 
And th~re was ample impurity of both 
on the religious scene of the early 19th 
century, thus providing us w ith plenty 
of theo logical battles to be fought (and 
most of time won). We found ourselves 
engaged in many doctrinal debates wi th 
denominational preachers. We fearlessly 
challeged and boldly accepted all who 
would debate basic doctrinal issues. I 
dare say there were few, if any, egual 
to the great pioneers of the Amer.tcan 
restoration movement. Most of the ttme, 
In those days when such massive theo
logical jungles had to be cle~re~ an~ ~he 
boundaries of doctrinal punty tdenttfted 
and staked out, we were able to provi.de 
honorable and intelligent men of m
tegrity to do battle for the truth and to 
defend the faith. We owe much to thos~ 
giants who gave their lives in pursUit 
and propagation of truth . 

But there were some undesirable side 
effects that accompanied such a ~'?urse. 
For one thing, that which was or~gtn a ll y 
conceived as a movement for umty was 
perceived eventually as an instrument 
of division. Alexander Campbell's noble 
aspirations .. . and optimist ic hope for 
a united christendom (reflected m the 
title of his periodica l, "The Millennia! 
Harb inger") faded in time and ev_entu
ally evaporated in the. heat of ,~ont~nued 
controversy. And "mamstream chnsten
dom which had for a w hile to lerated the 
"adv'ocates of unity," soon expell ~d. ~he 
"Campbelliti es," marking us as a dtvtstve 
sect. But we went out "rejoicing !hat we 
were counted worthy to suffer d tshonor · 
for the name" (Acts 5:41) because we 
believed truth was at stake. So we 
separated ourselves. . 

A second undesirable side effect tS 
that we "remained in reverse." We be
came the proponents of a reactionary 
theology. The necessary task of clear
ing away the theological jungle of error 
had been accompl ished, and the 
boundaries of truth had been clearly 
staked out. We had used reverse gear for 
what it was intended. To correct er~or. 
Had we then put that powerful machtne 
in forward gear and gone to the world 
with a positive statement of the grace 
and love of God, warnin g them of the 
coming judgment, we would ~ave be
come a movement of ~orl d:wt.d.e pro
port ions and of long-lastmg stgntftcance. 

But we left it in reverse! When the 
early disciples " left the presence of th e 
council rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to suffer dishonor for the name," 
they went out, "and every day in the 
temple and at home they did not cease 
teach ing and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ" (Acts 5 :42). Had we gone forth 
with the same positive message as the 
early chu rch d id when they were ex
pelled, we wou ld have made the same 
impact on th e world. 

But we left it in reverse! Instead of 
going to the uttermost parts of the earth 
to preach " Jesus as the Christ" to those 
who were lost and unchurched (luke 
5:31-32), we remained close to the camps 
of those who thought they were saved, 
and occupied ourselves ~ith pre~ching a 
reactionary theology, trytng to gtve peo
ple someth ing that they, for the most 
part didn't want or, at least, felt they 
did~'t need. Not being content to call 
unbe lievers to faith, we fe lt compell ed 
to preach to believers sermons entitled: 
"Saved by Faith ... BUT." And to those 
same believers we felt constrained to 
commun icate the message, "Saved By 
Grace ... BUT." And we began to be 
perceived as a people w ho didn' t be
lieve in faith and grace. (And we almost 
convinced ourselves that we didn't!) 
Keepi ng it in reverse, we became ayeo
ple who were comfortable preachmg a 
reactionary theology.. . . 

But a third undemable stde effect ts 
the subject of this series . The die ~as 
cas t. Having staked out the bo.und.anes 
of truth in the midst of denomtnattonal 
error, and having honed shC~;rP o.ur re
actionary weapons by revelmg tn re
verse, we have not been ab le to escape 
the almost inevitable consequence of 
such a course: we eventually tur!"'ed up
on ourselves w ith the same attttude: a 
predisposition for. doctrin~l purity at ~II 
cost unity not w tthstandmg! The untty 
mo~ement became a purity moven:ent, 
and there has been no successfu l adJUSt
ment in that general approach in the last 
two generations. What attempts were 
made were expelled. . . 

Add to that picture the perenntal r ~se 
of self-appointed defenders of the fatth 
committed to their supposed God
appointed task of "keeping the church 
pure by maintaining the status quo,." as 
well as those leaders equally commttted 
to change by force of un iformity plus 
the w ide-spread inclination of most 
Christians to follow an outspoken leader 
rather than buckle down and search out 
the truth for themselves, and you have 
all the ingredients of a fu ll -.blo~n. f!love
ment on col l ision course wtth d tvtston. 

Can we, today, avoid what. seems to 
be the inevitable? Can we avotd the un
desirable side-effects of an approach 
that has characterized our movement 
from its inception? . 

In the next three weeks we w tll sug
gest some simple principles that may 
help us avert division as we address the 
subject , " How to Differ Without Di-
viding." . f h d" To give the reader an tdea o t e ,_ 

(Continued on page 11) 

7 f407] 



"Meet Unto the Master's Use" 

How many sincere chi ldren of God 
have wanted to be of greater service to 
the Lord, but have been frustrated and 
discouraged, because they fe lt they had 
nothing to offer? Th ey leave the fel low
ship of the church and become bi tter 
complainers. There are a couple of pas
sages, if understood by many such peo
ple, would help th em remain happy and 
faith ful Christians. 

"But in a great house th ere are not 
only vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also of wood and of earth ; and some 
to honour, and some to dishonour. If 
a man therefore purge himsel f from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto hon
our, sancti fied, and mee t fo r the mas
ter's use, and prepared unto every 
good work." 2 Tim. 2:20-21 

We Are Not A ll Vessels of Goldl 
" In a great house," the Lord' s house, 

the church, there are peop le with vari
ous abi lities and talents. There are none 
of us that can do everyth ing well. We 
al l have our " long suits" and yet greatly 
limited in many other areas. Th is pas
sage teaches us this very lesson. We 
cannot all be vessels of gold and si lver. 
Some of us have to be vessels of wood 
and earth . Vessels of wood and earth 
can be used in some ways that vessels 
of gold and si lver can not be used. Ves
sels of wood and ea rth are not neces
sa ri ly vessels of di shonour. The gold and 
silver vessls can be vessels of dishonour 
as well as wood and earth . It is easy to 
become frustrated if we ca nnot do all 
that others more talented th an we can 
do. We must rea l ize w hat we can do 
and cannot do. When w e learn to accept 
what we ca n do and who we are, we will 
be a lot happier. 

What Makes a Vessel of 
Honour or Dishonour 

The inspired writer goes on to say: 

What Is Different About Us? 
It is estimated that there are over 300 

di fferent denominations in the U.S. 
today. A l l teaching and practicing di f
ferent doctrines, w hich separate them 
from each other, and make th em dis
tinct. 

A lmost everyone we convert comes 
out of these groups, or has been affi li
ated w ith them in some way. Most are 
what they claim to be rel igiously simply 
because they were raised that way. 

But w here do we fit in to this present 
day pictu re of w hat is cal led " Chris
tiani ty"? Many of our new converts, and 
many of our young people growing up 
in the church do not understand where 
we stand. Some think that w e are just 
another denomination. Some have 
merely accepted our unique practi ces as 
a part of th e " package" that makes us 
what we are. Few have really studied th e 
Bible to understand why we do the 
things we do, o r don' t do. 

We have long contended th at our 
plea is un ique because we be lieve in th e 
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"If a man therefore pu rge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto honour." 
You want to be a gold or wood vessel 
of honour? Then purge yourself. The 
wo rd " purge" means " to clean out" 
one's self. When we get ourselves right 
w ith God, w hen we truly are people of 
a " pure heart," then we are a vesse l of 
honour, w heth er of gold and silver or 
wood and earth. When the opporunity 
to do service unto the Lo rd presents 
itself, we can do i t w ithin the bounds 
of our abi l ities. 

What Can Purging Do for Us? 
Besides making us vessels of honour, 

there arc other benefits as a resul t of 
purging ourselves. We w ill be "sancti
fied" or "set aside " unto the Lord. W e 
w ill show by our obedience w hose ser
vants we are. Mark this down: you are a 
servant; you have no choice in th is. The 
only choice we have is: w hose servant 
are we go ing to be? " . . . whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righ
teousness" (Rom. 6:16)? After being 
around us for a short t ime, no one 
should have to ask us if we are Chris
tians. W e are saints and must act as such. 
We owe al legiance to no one else or 
anything. God is our al l in all through 
Christ. We know to whom we have 
comm itted the keeping of our soul s. 

Then one who purges himself w i ll be
come meet (suitable) for the master' s 
use. The Lo rd wi ll not use just any and 
everybody, on ly those who have purged 
themselves. W hether we are vessels of 
gold, si lver, wood or earth, he w i l l use 
us unto his honor and glory. 

If we purge ourselves we wi ll be 
prepared unto every good work. One 
problem a lo t of people bring upon 
themselves is that they do not want to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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New Testament alone to be th e only 
authori ty for us today. We do not con
fuse i t w i th any other beliefs, loya lties or 
practices. We do not mingle it with tra
di t ions of men, creeds of men, or other 
religious books or wri tings. We do not 
pretend that papal decisions, the book 
o r Mormon, the Methodist Discipl ine, 
or any other claimed authori ty is mu
tually compat ibl e w tih the New Testa
ment, and they are not. 

We are not different from al l other 
groups because we are smarter, hol ier, 
friend li er, or have a special God given 
abi lity to interpret the scriptures ac
curately. We are di fferent because we 
believe the New Testament is the only 
authority today, and seek to study it and 
practice it in all we do. We are different 
because we bel ieve by doing th is we can 
restore the church as God would have 
i t, in our day. 

Our serious concern must be to know 
the Word. W e should be the greatest 
Bible scholars in the world. Our mem-

How We Can Approach God 
R . D. ICE 

Many people think like this: "Today 
have been a little more careful ; today 

I have been doing a l ittle better; th is 
morn ing I have been read ing the word 
of God in a warmer way, so today I 
can pray better! " Or again, " Today I 
have had a l itt le di fficul ty w ith the 
family; I began the day feel ing very 
gloomy and depressed; I am not feeling 
too bnght now; i t seems there must be 
someth ing w rong; there fore the way 
is not clear fo r me to approach God in 
prayer." 

Why are you able to come to God at 
al l? Is it your own " goodness" which 
makes it possible? No one is "good" 
but God, as Jesus said. Your right to 
approach God is based on someth ing 
very secure-the Blood [bloody-death] ! 
God looks at the Blood of the Crucified 
Christ and takes away our condemna
tion! Blood [bloody-death] is the sac
rifice, and the Blood w ill never 
change! This is W HY you and I who 
are God's Peop le in Christ can come 
to God in boldness. And that boldness 
is yours through the doing and dying of 
Christ, never through your own personal 
actions. We sing: " Jesus paid it all, All 
to him I owe, Sin had left a crimson 
stain, he washed it white as snow." 
W hatever you have achieved today or 
yesterday, whatever good deeds you 
have done and sacrifi ces you have 
made, move into the M ost Holy Place 
and take your stand upon the only safe 
ground which is the Blood of Christ's 
Sacri fice. Whether you have a good day 
or a bad day, and whether you con
sciously sinned or not, your basis of 
approach to God is always the same
the Blood [bloody-death] of Christ. 
God's acceptance of what Christ has 
done makes it possible for you and me 
to come to God anytime! 

" So then no more boasting about 
men ! [what they can do] All things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or li fe or death or 
the present or the future- all are yours, 
and you are of Christ and Christ is of 
God" (1 Cor. 3:21-23). 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 

bers shou ld all be daily students of 
the Word. Our serious desi re must be 
to practice God's way in all things. No 
matter is unimportant i f i t is dealt wi th 
in scrip tu res. W e should be known to 
the world by our strong des ire to do all 
th ings according to the Word. 

Yes, we are different. We are different 
not for the sake of difference. but be
ca use we stand on the Word of God 
alone. An d when we do that, we are di f
ferent; d ifferent because God only ac
cepts those who do accept his word 
alone and fo llow it. W hen we cease to 
do this we w ill be li ke th e rest, and our 
un iqueness wi ll be gone. 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 
92111 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 29, 1982 



names Given to Christ in the New Testament 
BOB WHIDDON, JR. 

The following is a list of names given to Christ that are 
mentioned in the New Testament. They are listed in alpha
betical order, and all quotations are taken from the New 
American Standard Bible. 

1. Advocate, I jn. 2:1 
2. Alpha and Omega, Rev.1 :8; 22:13 
3. Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Heb. 3:1 
4. Author and perfector of faith, Heb. 12:2 
5. Beginning, Col. 1:18 
6. Beginning and the end, Rev. 21:6 
7.Beloved,Eph.1:6 
8. Bread of life, john 6:35, 48 
9. Bread which comes down from Heaven, john 6:41 

10. Bright morning star, Rev. 22:13 
11. Brother of James, Joses, judas, Simon, Mk. 6:3 
12. Carpenter, Mk. 6:3 
13. Carpenter's son, Matt. 13:55 
14. Chief corner stone, Matt. 21:42 
15. Chief Shepherd, I Pet. 5:4 
16. Christ, Matt. 1:16 
17. Christ of God, Lk. 9:20 
18. Coming one, Matt. 11:3 
19. Deliverer, Rom.11 :26 
20. Descendant of David, II Tim. 2:8 
21. Door of the sheep, Jn.10:7, 9 
22. Expected one, lk. 7:19 
23. Faithful and true, Rev. 19:11 
24. Faithful witness, Rev. 1:5 
25. First and last, Rev. 1 :17 
26. First born among many brethren, Rom. 8:29 
27. First born from the dead, Col. 1 :18 
28. First born of all creation, Col.1 :15 
29. First born of the dead, Rev. 1 :5 
30. First fruits of those who are asleep, I Cor. 15:20 
31. Glorious, lord Jesus Christ, jas. 2:1 
32. God's mystery, Col. 2:2 
33. Good shepherd, John 10:11 
34. Good teacher, luke 18:18 
35. Great High Priest, Heb. 4:14 
36. Great light, Matt. 4:16 
37. Great shepherd, Heb. 13:20 
38. Guarantee of a better covenant, Heb. 7:22 
39. Head of every man, I Cor. 11:3 
40. Head of the body, Col. 1:18 
41. Head of the Church, Eph. 5:23 
42. Heir of all things, Heb. 1:2 
43. High Priest, according to the order of Melchizedek, Heb. 

5:10 
44. Holy and righteous one, Ac 3:14 
45. Holy one of God, Mk. 1 :24 
46. Holy servant, Ac. 4:27 
47. Husband, II Cor. 11:2 
48. Image of the Invisible God, Col. 1 :15 
49. Immanuel, Matt. 1:23 
50. jesus, Matt. 1 :16 
51. jesus Christ the righteous, I Jn. 2:1 
52. jesus of Nazareth, Matt. 26:71 
53. jesus the Galilean, Matt. 26:69 
54. Jesus the Nazarene, Mk. 10:47 
55. Joseph's son, lk. 4:22 
56. judge of the living and the dead, Ac. 10:42 

57. King, jn. 18:37 
58. King of Israel, Matt. 27:42 
59. King of Kings, Rev. 19:16 
60. King of the Jews, Matt. 2:2 
61. lamb of God, Jn. 1:29 
62. last Adam, I Cor. 15:45 
63. leader, Matt. 23:10 
64. life giving Spirit, I Cor. 15:45 
65. light of men, Jn. 1 :4, 8 
66. light of the world, jn. 8:12 
67. lion from the tribe of Judah, Rev. 5:5 
68. Living bread, jn. 6:51 
69. living one, Lk. 24:5 
70. lord, Matt. 8:2 
71. Lord of all, Ac 10:36 
72. lord of both the dead and the living, Rom 14:9 
73. lord of Glory, I Cor. 2:8 
74. lord of Lords, Rev 19:16 
75. Lord of the Sabbath, Matt. 12:8 
76. lord's Christ, Luke 2:26 
77. Man, I Tim. 2:5 
78. Master, luke 5:5 
79. Mediator of a better covenant, Heb. 8:6 
80. Messiah, Jn. 1:41 
81. Minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, 

Heb. 8:2 
82. My beloved, Matt. 12:18 
83. My beloved Son, Matt. 3:17 
84. My chosen one, luke 9:35; 23:35 
85. My servant, Matt. 12:18 
86. My Son, Matt. 2:15 
87. Nazarene, Matt. 2:23 
88. Only begotten God, jn. 1 :18 
89. Only master and Lord, jesus Christ, jude 4 
90. Our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, Titus 2:13 
91. Our hope, I Tim. 1:1 
92. Prince and a Savior, Ac. 5:31 
93. Prince of Life, Ac. 3:15 
94. Prophet, Matt. 21:11 
95. Propitiation, I jn. 2:2 
96. Rabbi, Matt. 26:25 
97. Rabboni, Mk. 10:51 
98. Radiance of His glory and exact representation of His 

Nature, Heb. 1 :3 
99. Righteous judge, II Tim. 4:8 

100. Righteous m~n, Matt. 27:19 
101. Righteous one, Ac. 7:52 
102. Root and offspring of David, Rev. 22:16 
103. Root of David, Rev. 5:5 
104. Root of Jesse, Rom. 15:12 
105. Ruler, Matt. 2:6 
106. Ruler of the Kings of the earth, Rev. 1:5 
107. Savior, luke 2:11 
108. Savior of the body, Eph. 5:23 
109. Savior of the world, Jn. 4:42 
110. Seed of Abraham, Gal. 3:16 
111. Shepherd, Matt. 26:31 
112. Something greater than Jonah and Solomon, Luke 

11:31-32 
113. Son, Matt. 24:36 
114. Son of David, Matt. 1 :1 
115. Son of God, Matt. 4:3 
116. Son of Man, Matt. 8:20 

(Continued on page 12) 
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SUNSET WORLD EV ANCELISM FORUM 
DATE CHANGED 

The fifteenth annual World Evan- 'I 

gelism Forum hosted by the Sunset 
Church of Christ in Lubbock, Texas, will 
be held this year from October 22-24. 
The new date postpones the Forum 
about a month from past traditional 
dates. 

This year's Forum will be novel. All 
the speakers will be foreigners, non
Amerscan preachers from several nations 
outside the United States. Some of their 
messages will require translators. They 
will all contribute to the development 
of one them~: 11 

• •• AND THERE THEY 
PREACHED THE GOSPEL" The men who 

will speak will be converts to the cause 
of Christ-converts made by mission
aries sent from the States-converts who 
have continued to preach 11THERE" 
even after the missionaries have gone 
home. 
· · . Jhe Homecoming of Sunset School of 
Pre·aching will be October 20-21. This 
will encourage more ex-students to at
tend the Forum. Also the annual Lub
bock Christian College Lectureship will 
be the same week-from October 17-20. 
Their theme is to be: "COME, LORD 
JESUS." And the Broadway Church of 
Christ in Lubbock will be hosting its 
annual Youth Minister's Workshop from 
October 18-21. The combination of 
these four activies during the same week 
promises a great week. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SQUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMA110N CONTACI': 
DA VJD R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

INCLUDE YO'UR ZIP CODB 

When you send Jn a Jist ot new aubacrlp· 
tiona to the .Fina ll'oUDdatlo~a. pleaae be 
aure each has the proper Zip Oodo number 
after the clty and state. 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

S)J95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft Worth, Texas·76112 
Write or call for details. 

817 /535·1801 
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HOW TO DIFFER WITHOUT 
DIVIDING (1) 

(Continued from page 7) 

rection the following articles will take, 
their titles are listed here and will ap
pear in this order: 1) "Diversity Is In
herent to Christianity" 2) ."Struggle Is 
An Essential Ingredient to the Kingdom" 
and "Love Is the Bridge to Unity." 
1 001 West Loop South, College Station, 
Tx.77840 

"MEET UNTO THE MASTER'S USE" 
(Continued from page 8) 

prepare for it. The ability to do certain 
things usually involves a period of train
ing and preparation before actual doing 
of them. Tliere are few things that do 
not require some preparation. After 
proper preparation, we will be ready to 
take advantage of opportunities accord
ing to our abilities. 
Box 573, Levelland, Tx. 79336 

ebroll by lept. 7 
tll'l~tf oo\ r.all 

HUGH SHIRA • 11~Hr.toll 

/outfiern California /cflool 
of 

l1\rffiillt!5®illJ.~!D) 

Homer Putnam Reeves, 1616 Oak Ln., 
Georgetown, TX 78626, May 26: "0. E. 
Davidson of Cameron, TX will bring the 
messages in a gospel series at Granger, 
TX, July 5-11. Services nightly. Friends 
and former members are urged to at
tend Homecoming Services July 11." 

Cornelius C. Abbott, 2827 Greenhill, 
Mesquite, Texas 75150: After forty-eight 
years of full time local work and meet
ings I can be contacted at above ad
dress. lam filling in when local preacher 
is away and also plan to conduct meet
ings full time. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

~ tnlYle /han a fax 6e/jt~ice, lu/ /./ ~6 a lax 4e~_,e·ce ... 
Do you know the cost of not paying your taxes when due? 
The interest rate is now 20%. 

Do you know preachers are subject to a penalty equivalent 
to this rate if they don't pay quarterly estimates? 

Do you know there is an additional 6% penalty if the amount 
due is not paid by April 15th? 

Do you knot-.7 of a system that helps Y'JU avoid these costly 
penalties and interest? 

C~ll Ted Monr~ 
(80b)744-3485 

WE DO 

1508 He~ro Tower 
Lubbock. TX 79401 
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NAMES GIVEN TO CHRIST IN 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 

in his right hand, the one who walks 
among the seven golden lamp
stands, Rev. 2:1 (Continued from page 9) 

117. Son of Mark, Mark 6:3 
131. The First and the last, who was dead 

and has come to life, Rev. 2:8 
118. Son of the Blessed One, Mk.14:61 132. The one who has the sharp two 

edged sword, Rev. 2:12 119. Son of the Father, II Jn. 3 
120. Son of the Living God, Matt. 16:16 133. The son of God, who has eyes like a 

flame of fire, and his feet are like 
burnished bronze, Rev. 2:18 

121. Son of the Most High, Lk. 1 :32 
122. Son of the Most High God, Mk. 5:7 
123. Stone of stumbling and rock of 

offense, Rom. 9:33 
134. He who has the seven spirits of God, 

and the seven stars, Rev. 3:1 
124. Stone which the builders rejected, 135. He who is holy, who is true, who 

has the key of David, who opens 
and no one will shut, and who shuts 
and no one opens, Rev. 3:7 

Matt. 21:42 
125. Teacher, Matt. 8:19 
126. Vine, Jn. 15:5 
127. Way, truth, and life, jn. 14:6 
128. Word, Jn .. 1 :1 

136. The Amen, the Faithful and True 
witness, the beginning of the crea
tion of God, Rev. 3:14 129. Word of God, Rev. 19:13 

CHRIST IN THE LETTERS TO THE 
SEVEN CHURCHES 

The above list claims by no means to be 
exhaustive. 

130. The one who holds the seven stars 319 E Blue Star, Claremore, OK 740.17 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

16TH ANNUAL HASKELL 

SINGING SCHOOL 
JULY 5-10 HASKELL, TEXAS 

HOLLAND L. BORING, Sr. Director 
BOB CONNEL, HOLLAND BORING, Jr. and 

PAUL EPPS INSTRUCTORS 

FOR: 

MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 10 YEARS AND OLDER. 

COST: 

TUITION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45.00 
ROOM AND BOARD ......... $75.00 
OTHER MATERIALS ... ' ...... :S 5.00 

Haskell Singing School FOR FURmER INFORMATION 
510 North Ave. E 
Haskell, Texas 79521 CALL (817) 864-3101 or 864-2241 

510NORTHAVE.E HASKELL, TEXAS79521 
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INCLUDES Y01JB ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
~R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

Atlantic Christian School, Inc. 
Needs the following professionals: 
1. Guidance Counselor

secondary, M.A. or above. 
2. English Teacher--M.A. or 

above preferred or B.A. 
with Language Minor 

Call or write: 
Yale J. Canfield 

12975 S.W. 6th Street 
Miami,FL 33184 
(305) 223-3531 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

~ffered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard ·Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
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l? ®M DiHro &oo oo M truO 

Mid-America 
Evangelism 
WorkshoP. 

MORE 
THAN 

CONQUERORS 
1982 THEME 

DIRECTOR: Nick Young, Lindberg Road Church of Christ 

July 15-17, 1982 
INDIANA CONVENTION CENTER 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

These congregations have given their prayerful, financial support to MAEW-82. 

Lindberg Road church of Christ, Anderson, Indiana, Nick Young,_Evang~ 
Westlake church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, M-ike. Ma.y-6, Eva.ng~ 
Franklin church of Christ, Franklin, Indiana, Boyd W~, Evang~t 
Fall Creek Parkway church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, L~y_Woode.nJ Evange.tiot 
Park Avenue church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, Von ShoJt.t, Eva.nge.Li.4t 
North Central church of Christ, Bloomington, Indiana. Oliv~ Rog~-6, Evang~ 
Logansport church of Christ, Logansport, Indiana, Va.vi.d Thornt:L6, Evang~ 
Southeastern church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, Va.vi.d Gaylo~, Eva.ng~ 
Kingsley Terrace church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, G. P. Ho~ Eva.ng~ 
Northeast church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, Benny Ste.phe.n-6, Eva.ng~ 
North Central church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, J~ ~ight, Eva.ng~ 
Bridge church of Christ, Unionville, Indiana, RtLMe.ll M.ine.t:t, Eva.ng~t 
Martinsburg church of Christ, Martinsburg, Indiana, Billy ~tin, Eld~ 
Southside church of Christ, Terre Haute, Indiana, Ke.n Wil-6on, Eva.nge.li-6t 
Cloverdale church of Christ, Cloverdale, Indiana, Von Lo6ti-6,_Eva.nge.li.6t 
Clifton church of Christ, Cincinnati, Ohio, Ga.6ton Cogditl,_Eva.nge.~ 
Westside church of Christ, Yorktown, Indiana, Owen lveJty, Eva.nge.l.L6t 
Village church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana, Rich Collalc.d, Eva.ng~ 
Warsaw church of Christ, Warsaw, Indiana, Vua.ne. Stu.cvr.t., Eva.nge.Li.4t 
Rochester church of Christ, Rochester, Indiana, Jim Va.vi-6on, Eva.ng~ 
Valparaiso church of Christ, Valparaiso, Indiana, Voyle. Va.vi-6, Eld~ 
Fairlawn church of Christ, Muncie, Indiana, Billy H~i-6, Evange.~ 
l-l•;1dowbrook churcb of Christ, Anderson, Indiana, John Re.e.d Eva.nge.e.i.J.,t 
Heritage Chapel church of Christ, Charleston, Illinois, RogeA Lamb, Eva.nge.l..i.4t 
'fhornhopc church or Christ, Thornhope, Indiana, Jfl.lt.Jt.y FJLe.e.man, Eva.ng~t 
Delaware church of Christ, Delaware, Ohio, 
West 14th St. church of Christ, Anderson, Indiana, CheAWt. HeNc.ing, Eva.ng~ 

Cont.Jr...ibut.ion-6 rmy be. tm.ile.d to MAEW-' 82, 2625 L.indbvr.g Road, And~on, lndi.ana. 46012 

AMERICA'S FASTEST ORO WINO WORKSHOP 
100 Million People Live Wlthln One Day's Travel of MAI!W-82 

For .More lafttrmatlou Coutaet 
LllQ)BERG ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

~685 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 4601.2 
(31.7) 649-01.36 
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CANE RIDGE RESTORATION 
WORKSHOP 

Cane Ridge is the historical site that 
marked the beginning of the Restoration 
Movement in Kentucky. It is located six 
miles east of Paris and is one of the most 
historic sites in America for the Restora
tion Movement. 

Barton W. Stone came to Cane Ridge 
in 1796 and preached for more than 
thirty years. During these years he gave 
up false doctrines and pleaded for a 
return to the Bible as the only rule of 
faith and practice. 

In August of 1801 Stone and others 
preached in the great revival at Cane 
Ridge. Some estimated that over 30,000 
people came for this meeting. The North 
Lexington Church is hosting the Third 
Annual Restoration Workshop 181 years 
after the great revival of Cane Ridge. 

The dates are July 29-30-31 and Au
gust 1. During these four days services 
w ill be conducted at the building with 
the climax com ing on Sunday afternoon, 
August 1, when the final service will be 
in the Old Cane Ridge Meeting House. 
One fu ll day will be devoted to touring 
the Restoration sites in this area, Sat
urday, July 31st. 

For free brochures write: RESTORA
TION WORKSHOP, North Lexington 
Church of Christ, S49 Parkside Drive, 
L~xington, Kentucky 40505. 

jimmy Allen, Harding University, 
Searcy, Arkansas 72143: James Walters, 
one of our Bible teachers here at Hard
ing Un iversity, will soon be avai lable 
for seminars, workshops, and weekend 
evangelistic endeavors. He is an out
standing teacher and a great gospel 
preacher. I recommend him unreserved
ly to our people. For more information 
write to james Walters, Harding Uni
versity, Searcy, Arkansas 72143. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large corton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
oil times. Price: Large carton, eoch, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and hondling. 

Firm Foundation PubJishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop-
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 res nc" accepted. 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 

Evansville, Indiana 4 771 1 (812-4 77 -5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1-502-821-3544. 

lavishl 
illustrated ible 

dictionary! 
The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary: a com
pletely new, fully illustrated, one-volume work perfect 
for beginning or advanced Bible enthusiasts. Fea
turing quick access to explanatory data, 5000 entries, 
700 photos charts and drawings, 
plus 40 pages of exclusive Trans
vision color overlay maps. Skill
fully combines up-to-date infor
mation, careful editorial com
ment and pictorial illustrations! 
Read it now in Cloth, $17.95; 
Thumb-indexed, $21.95. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 29, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Ad vertising in thill section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to a<eommodate eon~rregations 

a.dYerWinsr meeUnsr plac,es, preachers aeeking work or con~:rc~ntion1 aet.king pr eachen. Allo other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CH URCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching- P ersonal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

Hnpprovcd for Veteran's t raining"' 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lamn r. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOU - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Sou thside Churc h or Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, C OLORADO 802.28 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
465 So. You n gtleld C t. 

T ole. : 988-1 024 
See Yellow Pn.ges For Service Times 

Translation for Denf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
ATIENTION MICHEliN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to wo rk with the small , but a ctive, c hurch in Kentvillc, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 364 Aldcrshot Rd., Kcntvillc, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902·678-1168). 
CHATHA.~l. N. J .. Fn.irmoun t n.n d S ou thern 
Blvd., 0792 8. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK C ITY AREA. 2'01-635-6810 o r 
201-635-2688. 
A.LASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 Do Barr Rd. W ill contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF Pl\EACHI NG 
11300 DubUn Road 

Plen•nntou, C nllfornln 94566 
J ames W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLA'f'm OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-19~0 or Clarence Ma~, 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 H nu nala Rd., Kapaa, Hawa11 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CAI,.I FORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Str eets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A."M. 10 :50 A.M. & 

6: 00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frlsby, 7 14-622-2 586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
------....,Mii:Ei::T::':R:-:0::-;·'""'DENVER A REA 

Englewood Church o f Christ. 
4690 S. Legan 303-7 89-4749 

Mae Ba r tee. Evan gelist 
BREWER, lltAJNE-241 Center St., V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes. 10:15: Worship, II :00. P hone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visito-rs Welcome. W r ite about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVA NSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. !Uorgnn Ave •• 
U.S. 400 EniCt 0ppo1Cite K-1\lnrt. Offlc" 477-
:1271. nobby 'Vn cJe, Jilin. 476-4050. 

WHEN YOU VISIT T HE 82 WORLDS FAIR ! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more infor mation call 615-966-9622 or write R obert 
F. Graham nt 312 Dellficld Rd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
3i922. 
"EMPLOYM ENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Chil<lrpn's H ome is currently hirin!'r child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Cood pay and bene
fits . If interested. •·ontact Steve n ers:man. Execu
tive Director, nl P.O. n ox 597, Vncnville. CA 95688. 
nr rail 707/44A-~r.r.7." 
R EL 1 GIO US BOO:<'I;';(';;S--.D"'O"U=G";'H;;;T;;-.·-;w=ny~n=-e:-;So.t~c::p;:-hc::n:-:-s, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee. Oklahoma 74 801. 
YU~IA. ARI7. .. 0111 W. 28t h St. Sunday 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344- 3750 

WE REBIND CH ERISHED BIBLEs-write for free 
leather aamplea and p rices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texns 79G04. 
We are in need of a good gospel preacher in Ray
mondville, Texas. We arc located in South Texas. 
Population approximately 8,500. Warm climate. Con
gregation size about 12S. Very friendly people, good 
salary, nice home. Write or call: 

Church of Christ 
c/o Elders 
Box 297 
Raymondville, Texas 76580 
512-689-2605 or 
512·669-2464. 

Minister Available, age 36. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rapids, MN 56470-216·732·5105. 
MINISTER WANTED after june for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in· 
tcrcsted, or can help financially, write: Church of 
~~~~~t26_i·3~0 . Box 372, Marq uette, Ml 49855 or ph. 

CHURCH OF CHIUST IN HOLLYWOOD 
GOO N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sundny : Clnsscs IOAJ\.1 Worshit> 11 Al\1 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blnir and Dalo L inge 
Tel. (213) 463· 6352 

PREACHER NEEDED with minimum 5 years full t ime 
experience. Send resume to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 294, Sylvester, Ca. 31791. 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation in lubbock area in 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Creen 
at 606-793-2025 or Gerald Parker a t 806-866-9636. 
MINISTER NEEDED: We desire a minis ter who is will ing 
to work with the congregation to continue to become 
a great influence in the community. 70 members. Must 
be able to preach, teach, and do personal work. Town 
pop. 12,000; County 45,000; ASU, 10.000. Please send 
resume to: Boone Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1265, 
Boone, NC 28607. 
REVELATION Complete in 12 Cassettes C·90's in royal 
blue Album. " In the end, God. " Plus book on premil
lcnialism by V. E. Howard, $29.95 Prc1>aid. Another 
Album 12 cassettes C-90 on subject, "DANCERS FACING 
THE HOME AND CHURCH" $29.95. Goth fo r 549.95. 
Clen l. Clagg, Route #7, Mcadow Ridge Es t., Clare
more, OK (918) 341·2926. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 a.m. Call 531 ·6745 for info or transpor tation. Or 
~~~~ ~~tim: Spanish language services, 10:30 A.M. 

BAPTISTRY NEEDED: Please w rite Church o f Christ 
1'.0. Box 66, Dinosaur, CO. 81610. Phone 1-303-374-
2224 or 1-801·789·1302. 
YOUTH MINISTER WANTED: Established congregation 
presently supporting full· time pulpit and campus minis
try is seeking a full·timc minister to help serve the 
needs of our grades 4·12. Prefer someone who has 
already prepared for and committed to youth ministry 
as a career. Competitive salary and benefits. Inte rested 
and qualified candidates, please send resume, references, 
and o ther support ing data to Gary Reynolds, Souths ide 
church of Christ, 1533 Nicholasville Rd., Lexington, 
KY 40503. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·61 between Exit 3 and 4 o n Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1 896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem: 
bc rs in a city of 500,000 and o nly o ne sister congrega
tio n , is seeking a full~lime evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission fie ld. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to wo rk is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ , 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3C287. 

EFFECTS Of ROCK MUSIC 
Powerful expose. For parents and teenagers a like. 
Available on video tape: low cost. Write for details. 
Christian Video Service, Box 4174, lancaster, CA 93539. 

Seeking work with act ive congregation as preacher. 
Have B.A. and M.A. from A.C.U. in Bible. Twenty-three 
years preach ing experience. Contact Walter Swain at 
(714) S71-6261 or 273·5140. Write to 6636 Rockglen 
Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Honolulu, Hawaii is in need 
of a full time p reacher-ministe r. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary and are willing to 
bear the expense of moving items of necessity. They 
would /'refer h aving someone who has had several 
years o experience as a preacher in a multi-ethnic en
vironment. Ind ividuals Interested in \IOrking in a dif· 
flcult but rewarding area please send a current resume, 
a tape of a recent sermon and a fam ily picture to the 
e lders of: Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96622. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. for 
reservations (615) 693-2172. joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
VISITING '82 WORlD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 35 
miles from fai r site-Bible Stud y 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evcning Worship 6:30-Wednes· 
day 7:30 PM-AII t imes EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingsto n Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795: 376-5706. 

APPliCATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and o ther type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND W IFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOUlD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHAN ICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPll· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FiliNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARCE CROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589·7725 (day) o r 
589-2236 (night/ weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

MICHIGAN CITY, IN HOMECOMING, Sunday, july 18. 
Former preache<s speaking: Olan Hicks, Bill Maynard, 
lester Kamp, Stanley Davis. Ali-day activit ies planned. 
Gospel meeting follows on July 21-25. featured speak· 
e rs arc: lloyd Porter, B. T. Martin, Bob Ekman, Dan 
Schnell, & Charles Barrington. 7:00 p.m., nightly. 
Church address is 116 Shady Lane, Michigan City, IN 
46360 (219) 872·0193. 
Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Has 
partial support. Call 913/ 642-6550. 
Wanted: Mature, fu ll time p reacher with evangelistic 
zeal fo r mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
not essential) bi-lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and retired 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furn ished 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 
PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 pews, 10 ft . long for 
sale. These pews arc solid oak and in very good c'?n· 
dition. They have r.ads for the seats. We are askmg 
15.00 dol lars per oot, or call and make an offer. 
Included in the price will be a podium, communion 
table, and 2 small pews for stage area. Contact the 
Clayton Church o f Christ: call 1· 505-374-2722 or 
1-505-374-2754 or write to P.O. Box 98, Clayton, New 
Mexico 88415. 
LONDON: Ex p-c-ri;-c-n-ce-d-.--p-re_a_c-;-h-er- w=i t-;-h--::p-:c-=rs-=o-=n-=a•l --:,--:vo::rk 
apt itude needed for 100-mcmber congregation, no 
elders. Full support available. Preferred age range 
35-55. Do not apr,ly if unprepared to stay at least 
fou r years. Wemb ey Church of Christ, 92 Barnhill 
Road, Wembley, Middlesex, England. 
SONGBOOKs- FOR SALE. 275 "Sacred Selections." Con· 
tac t Sixth Street church of Ch rist, 502 Sixth Street, 
Friona, Texas 79035, phone 806·247-2769. 
Family Therapist Needed: Sherwood and Myrtle foster 
Home for Children, Inc. in Stephenville, Texas, is 
seeking a person with a Masters Degree or Ph.D .. in 
fami ly counseling, psychology, etc. to do famoly, 
marital and individual therapy in a newly created 
positio n. Salary and housing arc negotiable plus a 
good benefit package. If interested, contact Chester 
Amidon, ACSW, Director of family Services •. Foste r 
Home for Children, P.O. Box 978, Stephenv1lle, TX 
76401 817-968·2143. 

A'IT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CH URCH 01" 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA . 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6 :00 P.M. Wed . 7: 00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. J olly, Min. 795-2311. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Ministe r. Call (303) 625-2436 o r 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 

CHR ISTIAN HOUSE PARENTS 
Do you hav~ a desire to serve the lor~ in a unique 
ministry/ Christian couple needed to f1ll the role o f 
cottage parents to children who are unable to live at 
home. Contact Jim Key, at High Plains Children's 
Home & Family Service Office; Area Code 806·355·6588 
or write: Box 7448, Amarillo, TX 79109. 

i----cusHi~~~~~~~~~~---·-· 

WORlD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from fair, 
S60 night, Call 615/523·0559 a_fter 10:00, P.M .. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 H1ghland, Knoxv1llc, TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG courses by Cor
respondence. ProgrJmmcd tapes w ith written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tapc·A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. Fo r 
Free Information w rite: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

1---·----~:.:=.::!::~:::: _____ J 
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Introducing 

First Regional 
Church Growth Seminar 

for Church Leaders 
Houston, Texas • September 13-15, 1982 • Holiday Inn Airport 

Offered by the CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS WILL INCLUDE: 
"How to Effectively Win and Incorporate New Members" 
"How to Tum Around a Declining Church" 
''Reaching the Drop Out', 

"Effective Leadership for Church Growth" 
''New Testament Principles of Effective Evangelism,, 
''Building Morale for Church Growth,, 

"How Small Groups Help Churches Grow" 
and many other practical topics. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Joe Schubert 
Flavil Yeakley 

Wendell Broom 
Joe Barnett 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Charles Floyd 
L.D.McCoy 
Bill New 
Win Am 

Reuel Lemmons 
Tim Matheny 
Randy Mayeux 
David Caskey 

D I would like to register for the Regional Seminar in Houston. $25 
toward registration fee enclosed. (Refundable until Sept 1, 1982.) 

D I would like more information about the Regional Church Growth 
Seminar in Houston. 

Name ------------------------------------------

Address ---------------------------------------

City -------------- State ________ Zip ___ _ 
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Registration Fee: 

* 
One Person: $105 

* 
Two persons from 
same congregation 

$95each 

* 
One free for every four paying 

participants from the 
same congregation 

* 
Accompanying spouse: $25 

$25 due at time of registration; 
balance is due the day of the Seminar 

Send to: 
CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

P.O. Box 73362 
Houston, TX 77273 

(713) 440-4391 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 29, 1982 
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HANDS AND HEARTS ACROSS THE BORDER-43 youn.g 
people and their sponsors from The Culver Palms C.ahfor!·ua 
Congregation and The Costa Mesa ~h'-!rch spent the•r .sprmg 
break building a house for a fam1ly m the church m San 
Felipe, Mexico. This is the 20th year these churches have en
gaged in such a mission. 

Austin, Texas, July 6, 1982 
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:·our Theology 
Our theology, because it is a human response to di

vine revelation, is constantly changing. The world is full 
of theology-from total heathenism through profound 
fundamentalism. It is a rainbow of different shades of 
attitude and response. The word itself is neither good 
nor bad. Basically it is simply a study of the existence, 
nature, powers and law of God. When this study results 
in a system or set of beliefs concerning God it becomes 
an "ology"-a theology. 

Out of the bitterness and conflict of our last hundred 
and fifty years of struggle has come a theology that is as 
distinct as that produced in any other ultra-conservative 
group. It is essentially and fundamentally negative. 
When any proposal is advanced we can find forty rea
sons for being "agin-it." We have been waiting for cer
tain brethren to come out against apple pie and mother
hood! 

This negativism in our theology has campaigned 
against scholarship and education even. It is not uncom
mon to see sharp barbs aimed at our scholars and the 
value of education degraded. What a pity! We have cut 
down our scholars and driven out of the church some 
of our best thinkers. The frame of mind and the antag
onistic spirit which our theology has produced discour
ages explor~tion in the scriptures. Who wants to be 
gunned down for having an original thought? 

Our efforts to meet and defeat all error have borne 
fruit. We are left with a harsh temperament and a divi
sive spirit. The predominating characteristic of our 
"movement" is strife. Our theological debating has de
generated into attacks on personalities and "philoso
phies." Our most predominant characteristic is line
drawing. We cut ourselves off from brethren who could 
help us, and for the slightest excuse refuse to use our 
own people if they differ with us over the slightest 
thing. In the minds of many our theology is associated 
entirely with this ugly and unchristian spirit. 

The truth we have is being improperly presented. We 
are receiving a poor hearing, not because we do not 
have the truth, but because the dogmatic element in our 
theology seems to demand that we be wreckers rather 
than builders. We may be doing more harm than good. 
Could not the truth we have be presented in a more 
irenic spirit and be defended with academic excellence? 
And could not those who have that task be supported 
and upheld, rather than written up? 

There is no way for us to escape the fact that our 
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theology is affected by the atmosphere in which it de
velops. A plant without adequate sunlight will turn yel
low and ultimately die. And a theology that demands 
that its constituents practice constant criticism and 
marking of each other will die just as surely. There is 
poison at the root of it. 

We are utterly astounded by the writing and speaking 
presently being done against total commitment. If the 
Bible teaches anything above all other things it is total 
commitment. To make fun of it, much less condemn it, 
is absolutely unthinkable with Christians who have the 
kingdom io their hearts. The groundswell of resistance 
to total commitment just has to be of the devil because 
it certainly could not be motivated by a God who loved 
us so much that he gave his only begotten Son on the 
cross. Now, THAT was total commitment. 

No man or woman, looking at the cross, could pos
sibly speak a blasphemous word about total commit
ment. 

If we are ever to amaze the world it will be by our to
tal commitment and not by our criticism of it. Any peo
ple not totally committed to jesus Christ will fail to build 
up the kingdom and, furthermore, will stand in danger 
of the pudgment. Our negativism does strange things to 
our theology. 

Another example is our atttiude toward grace and for
giveness. Our historical background has produced a 
theology of uncertainty on the one hand and a too
simple three-step plan on the other. The cardinal doc
trines of the Scriptures demand that we have a better 
theology. Substitutionary atonement and even imputed 
righteousness need to be more completely defined. Sal
vation by faith can stand more study. Our polemic ap
proach to these and other problems often do not do 
credit to our cause. 

Transformation is constantly taking place wherever 
conscientious Bible study is going on. Let it so be. We 
can change a negative, defensive, suspicioning re
actionaryism into a positive, constructive and beautiful 
theology. We are shrinking because of the former; we 
can grow if we can ctiange to the latter. It is the only live 
option. The longer we negativize our theology, the more 
our chances of impacting our society will dry up and 
vanish away. 

FIRltl FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons. Editor 

Volume 99 (USPS 191-120) Number 27 

Published weekl:r except the Jut Tuesday In Dacember b:r tho Finn Founda
tion Publishing Houao, 8110 Guadalupe Street, Auatln, Tau. Second Claaa 
Poatap paid at Austin, Texas. 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Poat Office Bos: 610, Aastln, Tau 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per :rear. Club rate, $9.00 per :rear In cluu of five 
or more. Congregational rate, $6.00 per famll:r per :rear. Foreign subscription. 
$11. The date on :rour address label shows the timo to which :your subscription 
Ia paid. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per copy. 
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ROBERT W. LAWRENCE 

I do sincerely believe that the songs we sing are one of 
the most powerful influences in our lives. If that is true, then 
we need to be seriously concerned about the kinds of spir
itual songs we sing in our homes and in our assemblies. 

If my limited observation is indicative of what is going on 
in the church at large, then we are in a singing fad that must 
be viewed with concern: there is an inordinate amount of 
singing about heaven. I think this can be confirmed by ob
serving the song selections in regular congregational meet
ings, at special song services, at workshops, at lectureships, 
and in devotional settings. It may also be seen by looking 
at some of our more widely used hymn books. Take a look at 
the index of the book(s) used where you worship. But even 
this may not tell the whole story: I looked at one recently 
that showed in the index well over one hundred songs about 
heaven and that figured out to about one in five. However, 
on leafing through the hymnal I found songs about heaven to 
be much more numerous. 

"But," someone says, 11don't you think we ought to sing 
about something so important?" I certainly do. uwell, then, 
what's the problem"? The problem is balance. And imbal
ance in any direction is not good. God forbid that we should 
stop singing about heaven. God forbid that we take our eyes 
off where we are going! But God forbid also that we become 
so enamored of where we're going that we lose sight of some 
vitally important things as we go along the way. 

Someone has aptly said that "some people are so heaven
ly that they are of no earthly use." I think it is terribly dan
gerous for congregations to sit back and sing constantly 
about starry crowns, pearly gates, golden streets, Canaan's 
land, angel bands, celestial banquetings, fadeless days, and a 
hundred and one other metaphors, all of which have a good 
place when used with discretion and balance. I say it is 
dangerous because (1) we are deeply affected by what we 
sing, and {2) an inordinate concern with what is to come can 
render us indifferent to what is close by-Christian duty. 

1 have not taken· the time to count verses, but I feel rather 
certain that the Bible devotes a lot more space to our Chris
tian duty than it does to heaven. 

Heaven as a theme for spiritual songs can do a great deal 
to brighten our hopes and encourage us to press on. But we 
need more than that. We need hymns that help us to praise 
God and Christ and the Holy Spirit. We need those that will 

point us to the crossing of the 11Crowded ways of life" be
cause that is where duty lies. We need to use hymns that 
deepen our sense of God's presence now-not just in some 
far-off aeon. We need to use hymns that bespeak good 
poetry-not mere doggerel and predictable rhyme schemes. 
We need spiritual poetry with biblical depth-not trite, worn
out, and superficial cant. 

The call for careful selection of hymns with spiritual depth 
and substance is no appeal to mere sophistication; it is a call 
to true spirituality. Unfortunately, to many, spirituality seems 
to be equated with excitement. And the more excitement the 
more spirit! One of my friends said recently that every time 
we sing "The Fight Is On" she has to resist the urge to stand 
up and shout, "Rahl Rah" at the close. Music that goes to the 
feet instead of to the heart may have a spirit but fail to be 
spiritual! And much of the music I hear in the songs about 
heaven today is strong on rhythmic movement produced by 
an over-generous supply of dotted eighth and sixteenth notes. 

Christian maturity may be cultivated in a number of ways. 
I am convinced that one of the most potent ways is through 
good, spiritual hymns. As I think back over some thirty years 
of observing congregations in practically every state in the 
Union, it is my opinion that the spiritual maturity of a con
gregation can be rather accurately gauged by the songs it 
sings over a period of time. 

1 am not contending that there is little or no place for the 
so-called gospel songs. I am saying that they do not have 
the capacity for developing spiritual maturity in a congrega
tion that the hymns do. Nor do I think it can be said to be 
merely a matter of taste-that one should take what appeals 
to him and another should take something else. It is not that 
simple. The gospel songs are good in their place-for en
thusiasm, evangelism, and the like. {Incidentally, in singing a 
five-verse gospel song one has to be very careful or the 
fifth repetition of a chorus becomes 11Vain repetition." But a 
steady diet of songs in which rhythm is erratic and dominant 
and verse is threadbare and trite will not produce depths of 
spirit in a congregation. If one finds that songs o! heaven are 
consistently more appealing than hymns of devotion and duty 
and praise one may need to take stock of one's motives in 
serving God. 

427 East Avenue, York, NE 68467 
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With Jesus at Table 
ELMER PROUT 

How very natural that Luke would bring us to a table 
scene as he pictures the climax of the life of Christ. Five 
times before the Passover Supper the gospel of Luke tells us 
about Jesus at a table for a meal. After the resurrection Luke 
will take us to a table in Emmanus. Finally, he will bring our 
attention to the room where Jesus ate again with the startled 
Eleven. 

The people with whom jesus ate were never the same 
again. There was more than food, more than friendship. There 
was a challenge, a blessing, a judgement, a burning and 
sometimes a sudden insight. 

Because Jesus is the Living Christ we look at those ancient 
meals and through them, as Paul Minear reminds us, we can 
see "the potential power of every common meal" taken in 
fellowship with Jesus. 

The First Meal 

Jesus entered, sat down at the table with Levi the tax col
lector. (luke 5:27-30) He was hardly seated before the criti
cism came: "Why do you eat with sinners?" What an oppor
tunity for Jesus to make points with the rulers. "Oh, I didn't 
realize his reputation. I'll excuse myself immediately. 
Wouldn't want to give anyone the wrong impression ... " 

How different Jesus would have been if that had been his 
reply. In fact, if Jesus had said that there would have been no 
gospel. "He was numbered with the transgressors ... " On the 
cross he hung between two thieves. That was an act of identi
fication with sinners. But the act on the cross was the climax 
of the life of him who from the first day of his ministry 'was 
reckoned with transgressors.' 

The heart and mind-stretching process had begun. It con
tinues until today. Shall we not see this story as a call for us 
to be with Jesus-even to 'represent Jesus'-at tables like 
those? To be at those tables because Jesus did. 

The Second Meal 
At the house of Simon the Pharisee (luke 7:36-50), a 

woman who had lived a sinful life washed Jesus' feet with her 
tears and dried them with her hair. "If this man were a 
prophet," said Simon, "he would know what sort of a woman 
this is." 

I read this story and find myself more willing to sit with 
the tax-collector type sinners than with Pharisee-types. Yet 
Jesus sat with both. Jesus came to save sinners-the dull, 
pious type as well as the exciting, colorful ones. Jesus' word 
of rebuke to Simon was as much grace as his word of for
giveness to the woman. His purpose in both cases was to 
bring people to fellowship with him. 

The Third Meal (Luke 9:10-17) 

The feeding o_f the five thousand demonstrates how Jesus 
provides in the face of human weakness and lack. 

The Fourth Meal (Luke 11:37-52) 

''Jesus did not hestiate to eat even with pious sinners, but 
was 'reckoned with transgressors' of all sorts, thus convey
ing Luke's understanding of the ·gospel. (Paul Minear) 
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The Fifth Meal 

At the "house of a prominent Pharisee" on_ the Sabbath 
(luke 14:1-24), jesus healed a man who had been ill with 
dropsy. He was criticized. We nod our heads in knowing 
judgment of the Pharisees-'just like a legalist.' One of the 

- most telling tests of our Bible reading is this: do we identify 
ourselves with the 'good guys' or 'the heavies'? 

To quote Paul Minear again: "Nothing revealed more clear
ly than "behavior at table the divine reversal of social norms 
and men's reactions to that reversal ... Uesus] had the power 
to heal and to forgive, or to curse and to condemn, those 
with whom he broke bread. To eat with him was to become 
vulnerable to divine judgment and to divine grace." 

The Passover Meal (Luke 22) 

On their way to this table the Twelve had demonstrated 
their lack of understanding by arguing about who would be 
the greatest. Jesus had been teaching, by word and example, 
that his kingdom is not concerned with position or power 
but with service. The apostles who sat at the last table had 
missed the point completely. Would Jesus give up on them? 
Again the reality of the gospel hung in the balance-would 
he who came to save sinners stay with them as they were 
being saved? 

The good news is that Jesus stayed and that he stayed to 
serve. As Jesus had not left the table of any of the other 
sinners with whom he had eaten earlier so now, with the 
Twelve, he stayed. Not only did he stay-he broke bread and 
handed them the cup. "He could save them only by serving 
them." Could it be that the Table is the Lord's especially be
cause sinners are welcome there? 

And then, again, after the fear, running, hiding, denial
the total failure of his friends-he was back again ... with 
he same transgressors to eat, to judge, to challenge, and to 
commission. 

"After we sing the next song we will have the Lord's 
Table • . ." The question is whether we will come to the 
Lord's Table, not only as an act of Sunday worship, but as a 
continuing part of life with him. 

Will we be open to the presence of him with whom we 
eat? The fellowship with Jesus is never merely a formality
it must include the willingness which participates not ob
serves. 

There must be the openness to be judged by this jesus 
who comes to our tables and makes them his-who comes 
as Guest and becomes the Host. There must be the growing 
willingness to stay with Jesus at the tables which he graces. 
Stay at the tables of the 'down-and-out' sinners. An act which 
we sometimes seem to enjoy because it is shocking to the 
holier-than-thou-sinners. But, then, also with the same Jesus, 
to stay at the tables of the holier-than-thous too. 

So does this Lord of the Table invite us to dine with him 
and in dining demonstrate the gospel. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 95678 
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"The Heart of a Servant" 
PAUL D. KEARBY 

" •.. the Son of Man did not come to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matt. 20:28). 
Any person who takes the time to thoroughly examine the life 
of Christ is immediately impressed by two outstanding quali
ties. There is the quality of God becoming man. God so 
loved his creation, mankind, that he took the form of man so 
man could someday live with him! We do not serve a God 
fashioned by the hands and imagination of man. Rather, we 
are created in his image and worship him as Creator. The 
fact that jesus left the glories of heaven to live the life of a 
man means that he can better serve us in our needs. He is 
not some distant deity who looks down upon pitiful man and 
watches as we struggle along life's pathway. He has invaded 
human history! And that by itself is worthy of our consider
ation, love, and devotion! 

There is also the quality of servanthood. The text above 
points out Jesus Christ's total philosophy of life. If man were 
to have fashioned God in his own image, he would not have 
arrived at the idea of a self-surrendered servant! Rather, man 
would have created a god who came to receive the praise, 
honor, and worship of his subjected servants. God entered 
human history in the form of a baby born in a stable; man 
would have placed him in a royal palace. jesus lived the life 
of a man totally surrendered to the will of his Father; man 
would have created a god subservient to no one! jesus died 
the death of a criminal, although he was free from all sin; 
man would have put his god on a throne from which all his 
enemies would be destroyed! God raised Jesus from the 
dead; man abandons his gods in the dust of the grave! 

In Revelation 1 :13 jesus is described as being "clothed in a 
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across his breast with a 
golden girdle." As our High Priest, Jesus carries on his priestly 
work by opening up the way for all men to the presence of 
God. He continues to serve man by supplying "every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places" and by supplying all our 
"needs according to his riches." He has gone to "prepare a 
place" for us (John 14:3) and continues to watch over and 
provide for his people. Thus, we not only serve a risen 
Savior, but we serve a God whose basic nature is that of a 
servant. 

Being the body of Christ, the church, it is only natural that 
we adopt the same attitudes and actions Christ exhibited in 
his life. The church exists in the world to serve! It was born 
on the cross of Calvary-the ultimate symbol of self
surrendered service-and there it remains to this day! The 
church does note exist to be served! "The mission of the 
church," says Charles Hodge, "is submission." Submission to 
Christ; submission to each other. We are in the people serv-

ing business; we are saved by the blood of Christ to abandon 
ourselves in service! 

This concept sometimes has a difficult time sinking into our 
heads and hearts. It is not an idea with which we readily 
agree! We are not in the church to be coddled and cuddled, 
but to lose ourselves totally in service to others! When we 
do this, we are too busy to notice the small problems or sar
castic remarks that someone makes about us! I believe that 
the cure for most church problems lies in service! 

Selfishness and stubborness must be repented of and totally 
rejected! We must restore the concept of servanthood if the 
church is to be the powerful force it was in the early days. 
While preaching in Mankato, Minn., a while ago, I was im
pressed with a sign that could be seen only when leaving. 
"Leave to serve," it said. I think they have captured the es
sence of the life of Christ and that of New-Testament Chris
tianity. We spend thousands of dollars and huge blocks of 
time talking about principles of church growth-bus pro
grams, personal evangelism, workshops, gospel meetings-all 
of these are fine and worthy works. They are temporary, 
however, and unless we find some way to take the knowl
edge and encouragement received there and channel it into 
service, it's all been wasted! 

The only hope I see for the churches of Christ is for there 
to be a massive return to this most basic element of Christian 
living-total abandonment to service! This will mean that 
all the personal power struggles that have ripped congrega
tions apart in the past will have to cease. This means that all 
the bickering and fighting about "Crossroadsism" (and every 
other "ism"), which version of the Bible is inspired, how 
many cups make up the one cup, etc. will have to stop. We 
must quite advertising self and get back to serving the Lord 
and meeting the needs of others so as to allow the beauty of 
Christ to be seen in us! 

"Preachers, quit preaching "Pauline" sermons and get back 
to preaching "Christ and him crucified." Quit being spiritual 
cheerleaders and sacrifice yourself to service. Stop standing 
on "positions" and stand for the gospel in all its simplicity. 
Stop promoting self and begin presenting Christ! 

Our Lord did not hesitate to identify who would be the 
greatest. He did not say that the greatest would be the most 
inspirational speaker, nor the one who held the most power 
over his brethren. Rather, the greatest in the Kingdom of God 
will be the one totally abandoned and dedicated to service! 
" ... If anyone wants to be first, he shall be the last of all, and 
servant of all" (Mark 9:35). 

A return to the true heart of a servant will be a return to 
the heart of our Master. 
1102 6th, Alva, Oklahoma 73717 
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ROSS W. DYE 

Norman Cousins said, "I once heard a definition of in
finity that appealed to me. It was that infinity was larger than 
the largest thing I can think of." 

The first definition of infinity in Webster's New Interna
tional Dictionary is: "Without limits of any kind." In view of 
that, who can really comprehend infinity? What have you 
seen that is infinite? Not the earth. It has been measured and 
mapped. Not the moon. It has been orbited. Not the sun. 
Its limits can be mathematically found out. What, then, have 
we seen that is infinite? No one has seen anything! 

If infinity requires the absence of all limits, and it does, 
we must confess that we have had no experience with infinity 
through any of our five senses. Yet we can think about it, 
and we speak of it. I wonder on what meat the person feeds 
who acknowledges the concept of infinity and at once begins 
to circumscribe it within the bounds of his prejudice. For 
example, here is a person who speaks on the infinity of space, 
but goes on to deny that the dead can or will be raised. 
Isn't that quite a sweeping denial of infinity? Imagine believ
ing that space is infinite, and then saying that there is no 
room in space for the God who raises the dead! 

Doesn't the mind of man require God, not just a god, but 
the infinite God of the Bible? The very fact that man is 
capable of responding to the infinite is an indication that 
man was made in God's image. There is something in the 
mind of man that reaches out to God. As Paul said, "That they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and 
find him." 

Infinity requires that nothing can be ruled out, that is, out 
of infinity. This does not mean that man can do everything, 
for man is not infinite. But whatever is infinite has no limits. 
If space is really infinite, it has to have room for God. What I 
do want to assert is that God is infinite. If that, in turn, re
quires an infinite space, so be it; but we surely know that the 
God of the Bible is a Spirit, and not spatial. The heavens can
not contain him. 

Paul asked, "Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you that God should raise the dead?" It is not neces
sary to wonder whether or how God can do anything. He 
does whatever he wishes to do. He has no bounds. Job said, 
"I know that thou canst do everything." The the sage of Uz 
continued, "Who is he that hideth counsel without knowl
edge? therefore have I uttered that I understand not? things 
too wonderful for me, which I know not?" As Job, so we must 
acknowledge both the infinity of God and our finiteness. We 
marvel at the former and are the latter because we are not 
God. 
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Even_ those who otherwise acknowledge God want to limit 
him according to the finiteness of man. For example, people 
talk of the evil which abounds in the world and shake their 
heads and wonder how God can allow such to happen. In 
addition to recognizing that God has given mankind the 
power of choice, there are two things that can help us with 
this problem. First, remember that men do not know every
thing, but God does. Secondly, concentrate more on believ
ing and less on asking why. We are not saved by explaining 
the mysterjes of providence; we are saved by believing. It is 
helpful to remember how frail we are. Would it not be 
strange if finite man thought as the infinite God? 

God also has not seen fit to reveal all the mysteries about 
how he answers prayer. In fact, he has not explained how he 
can hear millions of prayers at the same time. I have trouble 
concentrating on one! Questions of that kind fade into ir
relevancy when we remember that our God is infinite. He 
knows everything. We know very little. He sees everything. 
We see but little. He can do anything he wishes to do. We 
can do so little. He is everywhere at the same time. We can 
be in only one place at a time. When I think of God's in
finity, I soon want to fall back on David's reaction to it. He 
exclaimed, "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is 
high. I cannot attain unto it." 

I am so glad that I can beleive more than I can explain. 
Every day I benefit from many things that I cannot explain. 
I don't have to explain gravity to believe that water seeks its 
level. It is not necessary to explain electricity to tum on· the 
light. There are numerous such things that we accept without 
question. Is it too much to believe in God? The believer can 
accept that God hears prayer without being concerned about 
how he does it. We can believe that we have divine aid in all 
of life without explaining it. If I could explain every facet of 
my religion it would be science and not religion at all. 

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." 
The inspired writer did not attempt to prove the existence 
of God, nor did he tell us what he was doing before the 
creation. But that one verse does tell us that God is, and that 
he is the first cause of everything. The part of wisdom is to 
believe. Any fool can ask questions, and sometimes bigger 
fools presume to answer them. What is required is a trusting 
obedient faith that is willing to learn all that is revealed and 
trust God for the balance. And there is more to believe than 
to explain. Our God is infinite. 

1040 Downing St., Anaheim, Ca. 92805 
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How To Differ Without Dividing (2) 
One of the most helpful tools in 

equipping ourselves to differ without 
dividing is the realization that differing 
{diversity) is inherent {in the very nature 
of) to Christianity. The first ·matter to be 
settled is not, "Is diversity good or 
bad?" It is a matter of fact that, in 
Christianity, diversity simply IS. Viewed 
from practically any vantage point we 
are driven to this conclusion: Diversity 
is inherent to Christianity. 

First of all: Ethnic {national) diversity 
is basic to Christianity. It is not just 
tolerated; it is prized and treasured. It 
is the "mystery" that was hidden for 
ages, 

which was not made known to the 
sons of men in other generations as 
it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
that is, how the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. 

Eph. 3:5-6 
This inherent ethnic diversity was al
luded to by the prophet Isaiah and was 
picked up by Paul and championed in 
the Roman letter: "The root of jesse 
shall come, he who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles 
hope" (Rom. 15:12). 

That such diversity was not only in
tended but was an accomplished fact is 
confirmed by John toward the end of 
the first century. One of the scenes 
John saw in his heavenly vision was the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders lying prostrate before the Lamb 
and singing a new song: 

Worthy art thou to take the scroll and 
to open its seals, for thou wast slain 
and by thy blood didst ransom men 
for God from every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, and hast 
made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to our God, and they shall 
reign on earth. 

Rev. 5:9-10 

It was, indeed, a new song. Such an 
ethnic diversity had never before been 
intentionally and intrinsically a part of 
any religion. Only in Christ did it b~
come a treasured hallmark. In Christ, 
though there is Greek and Jew, cir
cumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free--it no longer mat
ters (Col. 3:11). Diversity is no longer 
a barrier. "Christ is all and in all." He 
has "broken down the dividing wall of 
hostility" and through him they all 
"have access in one Spirit to the Father" 
(Eph. 2:14, 18). jesus brought unity out 
of diversity. 

But even in its beginning days, the 
new "Way" must have seemed to critical 
observers a strange mixture indeed; a 
motley crew; a Mulligan stew! Diversity 

Brother Woodroof has written a book, 
entitled BEYOND CROSSROADS which 
is an excellent extended treatment of 
this subject. It may be ordered from the 
FIRM FOUNDATION. 

JAMES S. WOODROOF 

was full grown even in the seed; so 
much so that it would seem unity had 
I ittle chance. 

For one thing, there was diversity of 
personality. This is easily recognized· in 
the more visible of the Twelve, such as 
11 impetuous" Peter (John 21 :7), "emo
tional" James and John (luke 9:54), 
"doubting" Thomas (John 20:25), "low 
profile" Andrew (John 1 :35-42), 11guile
less" Nathaniel (John 1 :47), "further 
proof" Philip (John 14:8). Stir into this 
mixture two political enemies: Matthew 
(a Jewish tax collector for Rome) and 
Simon the Zealot (a member of the 
jewish underground Sicarii). Add per
haps a dash of difference in economic 
levels (Mark 1:19-20 and Luke 5:27-29) 
plus a generous portion of individual 
pride and selfish jockeying for position 
(Mark 10:35-37, 41; Luke 9:46; 22:24; 
Matt. 18:1; John 13:1-20) - and you 
begin to see how motley and diverse 
that crew really was. But out of all that 
Jesus brought unity. 

And then there was a wide variety of 
gifts among the early Christians: 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varie
ties of service, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of working, but the 
same God who inspires them all in 
everyone • . • for the body does not 
consist of one member but many ... 

I Cor. 12:4, 5, 14· 
But out of such diversity God brought 
unity: 

God so adjusted the body • . . that 
there may be no discord in the body, 
but that the members may have. the 
same care for one another. 

I Cor. 12~24-25 
''Yes," someone may be thinking, 

"that is all true enough in regard to per.: 
sonalities and gifts (for we are all in
dividuals and we do have different gifts 
and talents). But when it comes down 
to religious matters no diversity was al
lowed." I think most of us would agree 
that in matters of "faith" there must be 
solid substa11ce and not shifting sand 
under us. But those matters of faith are 
few in number and clearly defined: 

There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of us all ... 

Eph. 4:4-6 
But even in those matters of faith 

there is injected the merciful latitude of 
time "until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God" (Eph. 4:13). So, even in 
matters of faith, "unity of faith" is pic
tured as a growth process and is project
ed along a time line that reaches from 
childhood to "mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ; so that we may no longer be 
children ..• " (Eph. 4:13-14). To illus
trate: How much time elapsed between 

Pentecost and Cornelius (Acts 1 0)? And 
between Cornelius and the jerusalem 
conference {Acts 15)? And between that 
and the Gentile contribution to the rest 
of the family in God in judea (Rom. 
15:26-27)? Growth into unity of faith 
took time then; and does now. Breth
ren, we need to cut ourselves some slack 
so that we can have room and time to 
grow up into the "unity of the faith." 

The same is obviously true in the 
area of opinion. In the early church 
there was room for diversity of opinion 
(by that is meant religious opinion). In 
the early church there were meat eaters 
and there were vegetarians who were 
such by religious conviction. (Inciden
tally, sometimes the only difference be
tween opinion and conviction is that 
opinions are held by others, convictions 
by us.) But whatever, it was threatening 
the unity of the body in Rome: 

Let not him who eats despise him 
who abstains, and let not him who 
abstains pass judgments on him who 
eats; for God has welcomed him. 
Who are you to pass judgment on 
the servant of another? 

Rom. 14:3-4a 
How pitiful it would have been to have 
turned to the Yellow Pages of Rome 
and found ads for "Church of Christ 
(meat)'' and "Church of Christ (non
meat)." Yet, let your fingers do some 
walking through the Yellow Pages of 
most cities today and see us as we are 
seen by others, not the least of which is 
God, Himself! 

Even in regard to the observance (or 
non-observance) of special religious 
days, the only specific rule was, "Let 
everyone be fully convinced in his own 
mind" (Rom. 14:5b). The only general 
rule was, "Let us then pursue what 
makes for peace and for mutual up
building" (Rom. 14:19). Thus, unity was 
preserved at the point where it is so 
often threatened: ie. where diversity is 
denied and uniformity required. Here is 
a strange paradox: 

Uniformity required breeds division 
Diversity allowed encourages unity 

I am aware of the dangers of religious 
syncretism and the converse pitfall of 
universalism. Don't confuse this article 
as being an advocate of either. I am 
merely pleading for us to grant each 
other the freedom that God has given 
us in Christ. "For freedom Christ has set 
us free; stand fast therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke ~f · bondage" 
(Gal. 5:1). Remember: "Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom" (II Cor. 
3:17). 

I used to preach that it was our task 
as Christians to bring unity otlt of diver
sity without losing our identity. But I've 
quit preaching that. That makes about 
as much sense as telling a grain of wheat 
that its task is \to bring unity out of the 
diverse elemerlts of the soil, without 
losing its identit~. If life is in that seed 
it will bring unit)' out of diversity. And 

(Continued on page 9) 
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True Faith 
True religion is described in James 

1. Please note the beautiful outline of 
this epistle by Merrill C. Tenney ("New 
Testament Survey," pp. 263-264). Bibli
cal religion is full of stability (1 :2-11), 
endurance· (1 :12-18), and action (1 :19-
27). In the next section of this "Monday 
through Saturday Epistle," the inspired 
James gives a wonderful description of 
true faith. It is a faith which avoids dis
crimination (2:1-13), inactive profession 
(2:14-26), and boastfulness (3:1-12). 

(1) Avoidance of Discrimination (2:1-
13.) To claim to be following Christ 
(who died for all) and to show partiality 
toward certain groups because of their 
economic status is to live an absolute 
contradiction. It is interesting that this 
discussion on partiality opens with the 
expression "My brethren" (2:1). Breth
ren and partiality are about as far apart 
as heaven and earth. 

Both the man "in goodly apparel" and 
the one "in vile raiment" (2:2) should 
be welcomed into the assembly as· 
equals in the sight of the same Maker. 
In addition to being unlike God,· the one 
who shows partiality in favor of the rich 
is unrealistic. He forgets how the rich 
often have persecuted the Christians 
and blasphemed that worthy name by 
which they were called (2:7). 

To show rartiafity is to violate the 
royal law o loving neighbor as self. 
This causes one to be guilty of breaking 
the law of God. For one to be like God, 
he must demonstrate mercy t award 
others. Those who expect to receive 
mercy in the future should be extend
ing it in the present (2:12-13). 

(2) Avoidance of Inactive Profession 
(2:14-26). The discussion here is not 
really on the nature of faith. A key word 
in this whole section is "say" (2:14). 
Profession without the performance will 
be useless. Real faith will validate itself 
in Christian fruits. Merely saying "De
part in peace" (2:16), which is similar 
to the modern-day expression "Good 
luck to you," will provide no genuine 
help. 

One might claim to be a specialist in 
faith and another in works (2:18). Such 
a claim is foreign to the Sacred Pages 
which emphasize that the one who has 
been saved by the grace of God has 
been "created in Christ jesus unto good 
works" (Eph. 2:8-10). Faith without 
works is dead (argos, which means use
less). Two well-chosen illustrations 
(Abraham and Rahab, 2:23-25) are used 
to show that the acid test of faith is 
works; this key principle has universal 
application, including both the patriarch 
and the prostitute. 

(3) Avoidance of Boastfulness (3:1-12). 
A grave responsibility is placed upon 
the shoulders of the man who stands 
behind the sacred desk. Though James 
is not discouraging one from being a 
teacher when the proper motives are at 
the heart of noble desires, he is issuing 
a strong warning against those who de
sire to be teachers for the honor in
volved. The rabbi often had been the· 
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recipient of prestige. Seeking a similar 
glory, the irresponsible teacher could 
receive a guilty verdict involving a 
severe condemnation (3:1). Any poten
tial teacher needs to be warned con
cerning his tongue-a most dangerous 
teaching instrument. 

The tongue here described by James 
is not one known so much for its foul 
language, saturated with four-letter 
words, as the slandering, reviling tongue. 
Such a tongue can kindle mighty fires 

The Kinds of Worship 
It is important to recognize that wor

ship in scripture is a many faceted con
cept. There are at least three Hebrew 
and six Greek words translated "wor
ship" in our English versions. It is good 
that we are studying more about wor
ship and coming to a greater under
standing of this topic. Such a study 
among us has been long over due. How
ever, it is possible to over emphasize an 
aspect of worship that we now recog
nize to be important to the neglect of a 
concept that is just as important. In the 
following discussion of worship an at
tempt will be made to rectify this ten
dency. 

Temple Worship 
Temple worship existed among God's 

people during a certain portion of Old 
Testament history. It emphasized reli
gious observance at a certain place and 
time. Jesus indicated temple worship 
would cease under the new covenant. 
It is false to assume that all Old Testa
ment worship was temple worship. This 
was only one kind of worship they en
gaged in. They also worshipped in some 
of the same ways we do today. 

We often find ourselves including 
some concepts of temple worship in our 
understanding of worship today. The 
idea that the building is sacred comes 
from the influence of temple worship. 
This has caused some to believe that 
eating in the building is wrong. Others 
become sentimental about a building or 
location and seek to prevent the. church 
from moving to a new location where it 
is possible to grow. location and build
ing were significant in Old Testament 
temple worship but are not important 
today. 

Assembly Worship 
Assembly worship existed in both 

testaments. The Greek words for "syna
gogue" and "church" indicate assembly 
worship. As Christians, we are to come 
together in an assembly and sing praise 
unto God. One of the purposes of the 
assembly is to express worship to God. 
It is also true that Christian assemblies 
are a time for togetherness. A great part 
of our assembly worship involves ex
horting and encouraging one another 
to love and good works. In assembly 
worship our relationship to one another 
affects our relationship to God. This is 
nothing new, however, for Jesus indi
cated to the Jews that one should be 

(3:5); it is impossible for man to tame 
(3:8). Though man has been able to 
control every kind of animal (3:7), he 
has not been as fortunate with his own 
tongue (3:8). The man who offends not 
in word is described as a perfect (teleios) 
man (3:2). Such a man is a complete, 
fully mature Christian. 

Monday through Saturday faith will 
include many characteristics. It surely 
will avoid discrimination, inactive pro
fession, and boastfulness. 
Dowell Flatt, Chairman Bible Depart
ment, Freed-Hardeman College, Hen
derson, TN 38340 

J. B. MYERS 

reconciled to his brother before offer
ing his gift at the altar. Our relationship 
to one another is involved in preaching, 
teaching, praying, giving, singing, and 
even the lord's Supper. All of the above 
involve our relationship to one another 
in the assembly as well as our relation
ship to God. 

Individual Worship 
One should not expect the assembly 

to be the best place for individual 
meditation and prayer. Neither should 
we expect our assemblies to be free 
from possible distractions. When jesus 
sought to meditate and pray he went up 
into a mountain to be alone. There are 
many examples of individual worship in 
the Bible. Our individual worship should 
be the time for great spiritual growth. 
Assembly worship cannot replace the 
need for individua! worship. The op
posite is also true. : is obvious that one 
may meditate on God more easily 
secluded on a mountain somewhere 
than in an assembly. After all, Matthew 
tells us Jesus went up in the mountain 
to be alone. Yet, this should never be 
used as an excuse for forsaking the 
meeting of the saints in the assembly. 
God also expects us to worship him in 
an assembly. He also wants us to be 
benefited by our relationship to one 
another in the assembly. 

Service Worship 
There is a sense in which one's entire 

life as a Christian is worship. The best 
example of this in the New Testament 
is Rom. 12:1 where latreuo is translated 
"service of worship" (NASV); "worship" 
(NIV, RSV); and "service" (KJV, ASV). 
Paul indicates our bodies are to be a 
living sacrifice. Therefore, th~re is a 
sense in which everything we do is wor
ship since our lives are a living sacrifice 
to God. However, it is incorrect to sug
gest this concept is unique to the New 
Testament. Some mistakenly contrast the 
worship in Rom. 12:1 with temple wor
ship in the Old Testament. Yet, service 
worship is as much a part of the Old 
Testament as it is of the New Testament. 
The Hebrew word abad is translated 13 
times as "worship" or "worshippers" 
and 200 times as "serve" in the NASV. 
The Hebrew abad corresponds to the 
Greek latreuo in Jesus' quotation of 
Deut. 6:13. "Thou shaft worship the 
lord thy God and him only shalt thou 

(Continued on page 9) 
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A story /or children-

Why Does God Love Me? 

One day as I was exploring a base
ment in an old house, I saw a black 
st.reak ru.n ~y my feet as fast as I ight
nmg .. 1 d1dn t know what it was because 
the light was very dim and the streak 
ran too. f~st. Then I heard it "meow." It 
was. rammg outside and water started 
oozmg through the old basement floor 
and even though I had no need for 
e~:nothe~ cat, I had compassion on the 
little k1tten and decided I would catch 
him and find a home for him. The 
trouble was that he had never seen a 
human before, and even though he was 
very tiny, in his fear, he wanted to fight 
me. I started to just leave him there 
because he was so mean. There was no 
way to pick him up. I thought that if 1 
could just get him up the ladder some
how, and put him outside where he 
coul.d get away, he might have a chance 
to live. I know he would die down in 

HOW TO DIFFER 
WITHOUT DIVIDING #2 
(Continued from page 7) 

in so doing, the identity of that seed is 
~evealed. So it is with the Christian: It 
1s. not. that .we are to bring unity out of 
?1vers1ty w1thout l<?sin.g our identity. It 
1s. pr~c1sely by brmgmg unity out of 
d1vers1ty that we reveal our identity. 

1 001 West Loop S., College Station TX 
77840 I 

THE KINDS OF WORSHIP 
(Continued from page 8) 

serve" (Matt. 4:10). In the Old Testa
ment, to obey God is to worship him. 
Joshua said, "Choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve . . . but as for me and my 
house we will serve the lord." 

Worship involves more than attend
ing one or two assemblies a week. Wor
ship also involves our individual spiritual 
growth and devotion to God as well as 
a life of service. Yet, there is a place for 
our worship to God in an assembly. 
This aspect of worship should not be 
neglected or taken lightly. 
P.O. Box 314, Sulphur Springs, Texas 
75482 

"The Kitten in the Bag" 

GENE ABBOTT JR. 

the basement with no food nor warmth 
nor sunlight. He was trapped and 1 wa~ 
the only help for him. 

I found an old table cloth and cor
nered him, and throwing the cloth over 
him, I quickly tied the corners together. 
By then it was raining so hard that 1 
cc;>Uidn't let h!m go outside, so 1 kept 
h1m wrapped m the cloth and took him 
home with me. 

I put him in an old junk room out 
back. of my house, being careful not to 
let h1m near my other cats, fearing he 
would spread some disease to them. 1 
knew ~e was hungry so I closed the 
door, unwrapped the cloth and let him 
~o: ~e ,~uickly ran to th~ far corner, 

h1ssmg and "growling" all the way. 
It shocked me how such a little kitten 
could ~ct so mean for no reason. I knew 
that h1s nature had to change or he 
could n<?t become part of my house
h<?ld. I JUSt talked to him for a few 
mmutes, put some cat food down and 
left him. That afternoon I returned and 
he ran back to the corner again "hiss
ing" and ''growling." But, 'he had eaten 
all the food. I talked to him but did not 
attempt to go to him. I wanted him to 
come to me. 

I put a little more food down. He 
could smell it, but he still would not 
~o~~ o~,t of the corner. He just kept on 

h1ssmg at me. I talked to him a few 
~ore minutes and then left. This con
tmued f~r three day~. There was no sign 
of the k1tten changmg. He just ate the 
food, but only if I left him alone. I knew 
I . needed to change my plan for that 
k1.tten. Each kitten is different and has 
d1fferent needs. I decided I would make 
this kitten real hungry, then maybe he 
would come to the food with me there 
and would learn that I wouldn't hurt 
him. I gave him water but no food for 
the next day. I had been around the 
kit~en for 4 days now and he knew my 
vo1ce. I had never hurt him or teased 
him. On the fifth day I went in and 
put the food down and said to him "I 
know you are hungry. Come here ~nd 
eat with me standing here, or I'm going 
to let you go. It's time you do my will 
o~ make it in this world on your own. i 
will help you if you want me to but I 
dislike your attitude. You don't l~ve me 
or play with me like my other kittens do. 
Come here and eat. I know you are 

hungry. I will have to get rid of you. 
You are of no use to me the way you 
are now." Still he would not come even 
though he had not eaten for two' days 
and he could smell the fish-flavored cat 
food. S? I said, "okay, be that way. You 
know I m good to you, but you prefer 
to stay the way you are. You are going 
out, now." 

As a last resort, I pushed the food 
slowly toward him. He "hissed," but 
smelled the food, and as I pushed the 
food closer, he ran to it and started 
eating. He didn't care any more what 1 
did to him. He was that hungry. 1 knelt 
down a few feet from him, talked to him 
and told him I'd give him another 
c~ance. I saw signs of repentance in 
h1m. I got up and left, ever so happy. 

The next day, I took the food to him 
He ~as still in the comer. I walked up 
to h1m and put the food beside him He 
didn't run away. As he ate, I sl~wly 
t~ok. my hand and touched the top of 
h1s htt~e head for the first time. He kept 
on eatmg, but growled at me real soft
ly .. 1 talked to him and touched him 
agam and petted his head for a moment. 

This was a beautiful feeling. I had 
gotten to pet a kitten that was doomed 
to die. He was so wild, but had been 
won over with love. My other cats were 
always l~ving. They were raised up that 
way. Th1s moment was special. It was 
not that I loved him more than my 
other cats, but that love had won out 
over his other lifestyle. 

. The next day, the seventh, I picked 
h1m .ur and petted him. He became my 
spec1a. cat, loving me in a special way. 
Sometimes I felt he loved me more than 
my other cats did, but I loved them all 
the same. My other cats had always 
loved me. 

It's a good feeling to have someone 
love you always, and it's a good feeling 
to have someone START to Jove you. 1 
had always taken care of my other cats 
and they never had to do without and 
really suffer as the little wild cat had 
done. They loved me for the protection 
I always gave them and the special cat 
loves me for the protection I now give 
him. Both love me the same and for the 
same reason, because I love them and 
take care of them ... 

Isn't this the way it is with God and 
his children? 
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C. H. SHIPP 

Charles Harvey Shipp was born July 
19, 1903 in Bel levue, Idaho, to Elmer 
and Mi llie Shipp, returni ng to the Lord 
April 11, 1982. He w~s reared in lda~ o 
and Washington .. In h1s youth the family 
moved to Oregon. Early in the 1920's he 
enrolled in Eugene Bible College, where 
he studied for the ministry. He marri ed 
Nola Banton in August, 1926. 

During the 1930's he began regular 
sel f-supported preaching, helping to 
in itiate and develop churches m Rose
burg, Al bany, Eugene and other cities. 

In 1939 the family, then five in num
ber, moved to Los Angeles, where both 
Harvey and Nola enrolled in Pepperdine 
College. While studying he also 
preached for churches in Hawthorne and 
Wasco. 
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Telephone (904) 823·8182 

In 1943 he became the fi rst minister 
for the fledgling North Sacramento 
church, remaining in that area for ten 
years. While there he plante~ or helped 
strengthen congregations in Yuba City, 
Vacaville, Davis, Rio Vista, Roseville, 
Redding, Elk Grove and other locatio':ls. 
This was fo llowed by two years w1th 
the church in Madera. In 1955 he began 
a ministry with the Palm Avenue church 
in Fresno. Then for several more years 
he served churches in Salinas and San 
Jose. 

In 1962 he became a minister for the 
church in Hono lulu, Hawai i. Returning 
to Cal iforn ia in 1965, he preached for 
the church in Lamont. Then, in 1967, the 
Sh ipps journeyed to Belo Horizonte, 
Brazi l, where they served for four and 
a half years. 

In 1972 they returned to the States, 
settling in Lucerne, California, where 

Brother Shipp became min!ster_ for the 
church in that city, until health pro
ferns forced his partial retirement from 
regu lar preaching in 1976. 

Brother Shipp was active as a church 
planter and evangelist for almost fifty 
years. He helped bui ld Yosemite Bible 
Camp and a camp near Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil. 

He is survived by his wife, No la, his 
sons Glover, of Brazil, and Gail, of 
Union City, California ,and his daughter, 
Twila, of Flagstaff, Arizona, thr~e 
brothers, five sisters, thirteen grandchil
dren and twelve great-grandchildren. 

Reprints of ony single poge article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
1es nc.c accepted. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES .ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas·76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL, ETC. 
CHURCHES-TEACHERS 

NIGERIA 
H. Ralph Perry 

An estimated 16,600 believers are 
being added to "Christianity" daily in 
Africa. This is more than six million per 
year. However, close to five mill ion are 
turn ing to Islam each yea r. This TIME 
magazine report of j anuary 21st, 1980 
suggests that this is a part of "the larg
est numerical expansion in church his
tory" in the third world. Revealed is a 
tremendous and urgent opportunity for 
the pure gospel. It could be gone to
morrow. 

pab le Nigerian churches urging them to 
send good men to the north. I have 
tal ked with many preachers. Experi
enced men have volunteered to go. 
Some ch urches have committed month
ly support. Others are considering. 

Now we need TEN American 
CHURCHES to team up w ith ten Niger
ian chu rches. Most Nigerian churches 
are sti ll not able to do this alone. I have 
been asked by the Chisholm Hills' eld
ers to spend the next few months seek
ing North American churches to commit 
themselves to th is program. 

Thus, I am free to make presentations 
of the work, the need, and the plan to 
meet that need to churches, mission 
committees, W. B. S. groups, and work
shops. 

Churches and individuals who want 
to help w ith donations, but are not able 
to sponsor or support in a regular way, 

should send their contributions to the 
Chisholm Hills Church of Christ, 2810 
Chisholm Road, Florence, Alabama, 
35630. Mark "Nigerian Follow-up." 

Please contact me for information or 
appointment as soon as possible.
Ralph Perry, Box 1113, Beamsvi lle, Onta
rio, Canada, LOR 1 BO (telephone-41 6-
563-41 92). 

enroll by lept. 7 

/outfiern California /cfiool 
of 

~W<i1w[!5®D~~Lrrl 

M uch of this activity is in Nigeria, 
Africa's most populous nation. World 
Bible School and other Bible corres
pondence courses have opened a great 
door of opportunity. About half a mil
lion have stud ied. Many have obeyed . 
Others would if they had someone to 
assist them. Churches have been started. 
Sound teaching is desperately needed. 

The Great Need Of The Hour 
Brown Trail Sr:hool of Prear:hing 

Capable, fulltime evange lists are need
ed in the central and northern areas of 
Nigeria to follow-up Bible course stu
dents and plant and strengthen church
es. Under the Chisholm Hills church in 
Florence, A labama, I am wo rking on 
this. We call it the "Triple Ten Plan"
TEN Nigerian churches sending TEN 
Nigerian preachers to the TEN Northern 
States as missionaries. This is a begin
ning. 

EDDIE W HITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bibl e Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Informat ion and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

For three months I have visited ca-

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps , such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

Vol. !-Gospels and Acts . .. . .. . ..... .. .. ...... $7.00 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation . . . ... . . .... .. . . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume . ..... . . . . .... .. .. ..... $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
B OX 6 10 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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MISSION TEAMS PLANNED FOR 
CHICAGO, lONDON AND PARIS 

Douglas F. Blough 
Box 144 

Lexington, Massachusetts 02173 
In january, 1982, the Eldership of the 

Lexington, Mass. Church began the Bos
ton School of World Missions. This is a 
school designed to form and train teams 
of families and single adults to begin 
churches in several of the great cities of 
the world. In June, 1982, a team will go 
to· Chicago, Illinois to begin a congrega
tion with Marty Fuqua as the evangelist. 
In July, 1982 our second team will go to 
London under the leadership of Doug 
Arthur and Jim Lloyd. 

One of the next great cities of Europe 
is Paris, France with a population of 12 
million, including over 260,000 college 
students. The Elders of the Lexington 
congregation have decided to send a 
team to begin a church in Paris in June, 
1984. The Elders have asked me to serve 
as the director for the Paris team. I be
came a Christain at Purdue University, 

where I received a B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering (summa cum laude). After 
working several years as an engineer 
and training in the ministry, I was hired 
as an evangelist for the Lexington con
gregation in September, 1981. I now 
serve as campus minister at Harvard 
University and Boston College and as 
director of our Golden Age outreach. 

Our desire is to build a strong team 
of ten to twelve men and women, only 
one of which will be supported by out
side conregations. The size of the 
team is limited by the availability of 
jobs in France for non-French citizens. 
We need to find French citizens among 
the Lord's people who would be willing 
to consider being part of the team. Our 
request is that you mail to us the names 
and addresses of any French citizen that 
may be interested. 

Secondly, if you or your congregation 
would be interested in financially sup
porting this mission effort, please con
tact us at (617) 862-5921 or (617) 277-
8602. 

~-----~~~~;~;~;----~ 

I 
Economical, Energy EHicien.t 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ OrJer 300 Swelc Plan& Ready 10 Meet Your Needa I 
~ (615) 383-2313 
~ ........ ~~~ ....... ~ ............ ....,..........,....,....,.. ....... ....,....,... ~·~~..,....,.. ....... .,.....,.. ....... ....,.....,.. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tho AMEN Mlnlatry worka with faithful congrogatlona of lhO 
churchoa of Chrlat whoso membora on mllllory lnatatlatlona 
worldwide aro walling to holp your lovod onoa - aa they havo 
holpod with tho aplrllual and physical nooda of thouaanda of 
others during tho put flvo yoara. Thla aorvlco Ia frMI 

Send namo, complolo adclreaa, phono and military Installation. 
and spiritual condition, If known along with your namo and ad
drill to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 

~· CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Box2000 

Wast Monroo, Louisiana 71291 

Amerlam MWtary EvengellziDg NadoDa 

WHEN VISITING THE 
WORLD'S FAm 

Sta~t 
MIDDLEBKOOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

Single $45 · 
615 588-1982 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard :Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ••• DOWEQUALIFY? 

. . . 100% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify ! 
>. 
c 
0 

~ 
---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION--...~~. ~ 

~ 
'C 
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AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 BELL · P.O. BOX 7648 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 791 09·0648 
(806) 352·5603 

"Church Financing 
Is our business" 

c 
ctl 

.9-
Q 

~;>lease send FREE information. 
We need funds to build I 

Narnc 

Address 

Clly SlaiC Zip 

Individual's fum·llon In con"rc"allon 

Ph. Nos. -----------
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NEW BUILDING FOR THE CHURCH 
IN AMPOSTA, ITALY 

Amposta is a small vil lage in the 
province of Cataluna. It has about 2000 
inhabitants. In 1967 the Church of 
Christ was established in Amposta. A 
brother, Vicente Verges, began w ith his 
family the establishment of a congrega
tion. Soon they needed to open a meet
ingplace that after nine years it became 
small. In 1976 th e Church opened an
other meeting-place that has become 
small too. This year the brethren of the 
Church in Amposta have inaugurated 
a meetingplace with room for 200 per
sons. 

The preacher, brother Verges, does 

emplcyees 
Of: 

cbaRcbes OJ= CbRfst: 
tnSCJRance gRCXJP 

t:.c 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ................. $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) . .... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expense.s are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract , but rather a brief 
description f or your consideration. A m ore 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be f ound In t he g roup book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 

1·713-376-8087 
"SertJing the Need of Om Brethrett 

Sinr:e 1975" 

his work in a complete volu nteer basis. 
And al l the meeting places expenses 
have been paid by the Church, and all 
buildings have been built by them. 

I was in Amposta for the inaugura
tion and preached three times.-Juan A. 
Monroy, Apartado 2.029 Madrid-2. 
Spain. 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 

Evansville, lndiana47711 (812-477-5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonvi lle, KY, 42431, Phone 1-502·821-3544. 

lavishl 
illustrated ible 

dictionary! 
The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary: a com
ple tely new, full y illustrated , o ne-volume work perfect 
for beginning or advanced Bible enthusiasts. Fea
turing quick access to explanatory data, 5000 e ntries, 
700 photos, charts and drawings, 
plus 40 pages of exclusive T~ans
vision color overlay maps. Sk ill
fully combines up-to-date infor
matio n, careful editoria l com
ment and pictoria l illustrations! 
Read it now in Cloth, $17.95; 
Thumb-indexed , $21.95. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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BOOKS !Jn feview 
MY CHILD ON DRUGS. Art Linkletter & 
George Gallup, Jr. Standard. 128 p. $2.95 

Two of the best known researchers 
and w riters of our t imes combine their 
talents to produce a study of youth and 
the drug cu lture. It is an amazing thing 
to find that more boys and girls too 
have tried drugs than have ever tried to
bacco. Here is a book for parents. 
There's a lot of preventative advice in it, 
and a lot of understanding and problem 
solving can be found here. 

PREACHING THROUGH THE BIBLE. Ed
win Hayden. College Press. 533 p. $8.95 

Available also in hard back at $13.50 
is this masterpiece of expository preach
ing. You'll find a very few things in it 
w ith which you w ill not agree, but you 
wi ll f ind ten thousand th ings with which 
you can agree. The largest single collec
tion of expository sermon outlines we 
have ever seen . They're preachable. A 
real source book for preachers and for 
those who must handle devotionals or 
make short tal ks on Bible themes. 

SEARCHING FOR A BETIER WAY. Mon
roe Hawley. Quality. 162 p. $3 

Monroe Hawley, known far and wide 
for his careful studies of the scriptures 
has produced an outstanding study of 
truly undenominational Christianity. It 
is one of the finest descriptions of what 
Restoring New Testament Christianity is 
all about. T"is book deserves wide 
distribution. 

When sending a book for review lin these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All boob reviewed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation P ublishing Hous e. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and h andling on orders of $10.00 
or less ; 10o/o on orders over $10.00. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualify to be a full · t ime PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Pe rs onal Eva nge· 
lis m, at Churc h of Christ, 3380 Co leman 
Ave nue, P.O. Box 22307. Memph is, Tn .• 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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Harding Graduate School 
of Religion 

Fall Classes 
YOU may allend the Harding Graduate School of Religion by: 
I. MOVING to Memphis or 
2. COMMUTING one or more days per week to classes. 

Each class meets O NLY one day a week. Many ministers complete DEGREE PRO· i'-...i~Oiiiiiiii:iiii=:iiC=zr:b 
GRAMS every ytar followi ng this plan. 

Fall Schedule of Classes 
Early regis tration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 6 and 27 
Orientation (8:15 a.m. · new graduate students).. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . August 30 ~,...,.~I!-...,.....,~-F,~4 

1:00 - 3:40 p.m. 
Mon da y 

Readings in the Hebrew Old Testament. . . ... . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . Jack Lew1s 
Survey of Paul's Le11ers . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . Richard Oster 
History of the Restoration Movement in America .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl W<st 

4:00- 6:45 p.m. 
Seminar in Church History: Contemp'orary ~<storat ion Movement . . . Earl Wrst 
Basic Counsehng... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Bill Flail ~'ii=~~=::~===~ 
World Rtligions................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philip Slate 

7:15 ·9:45p.m. 
Classics of Christian O.vouon .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . Douglas Br .. o :'"~~·n;:r-.....i~======r~ 
History of the Restoration Movemtnt in America .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl V' 

Tuesday 
8: IS - 9:25; 10:00 • II :30 a.m. 

Elemtntary Greek......................... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . Carroll Osburn 
History of the Early Church . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl W<st 
Introduction to Graduate Study...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie May Lew1s 

1:00- 3:45 p.m. 
The New T<stament World .................. . ............... Richard Oster 
Minis try and Life . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mac Lynn 
Introduction to Graduate Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie May Lewis 

4:00 - 6:45p.m. 
History of Christian Thought. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . Douglas Brown 
Building Beller Church<s ........... . .. . ...... . ............. C. W. Bradley ~Tt========~ 

7:15 - 9:45 p.m. 
Theories of Marriage ond Fomily Thtrapy ................•.. , ... 

Wed nesd ay 
8:15 - 9:25; 10:00 • 11:30 o.m. 

Exeg<sis of the Epistle to the Hebrews . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . C.rroll Osburn 
Procticum In Counseling . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . joel Johnson 
Applied Missiology...... . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Philip Slate 

1:00 - 3:45p.m. 
Survey of the Old Ttstament. ............ . ..... .. ........... . . . jack Vancil 
Campus Ministry.. . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . Mac Lyrm 17,....-li~~~--,_Lu.,i~~ 
Introduction to Groduote Study ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anme May ~-.... ~'Jd!!::::::!!~~::!::::!:!=~~ 

Thursday 
8:15 - 9:25; 10:00 • II :30 a.m. 

Gen<sis . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . jack Vancil 
History of Chris tian Thought. . . . . . . .. • .. .. • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Douglas Brown ~71========~ 
Introduction to Graduate Study .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie May Lewis 

1:00 • 3:45p.m. 
Readings in Greek New Testament . . .. . •. . , . .•.............. Carroll Osburn ~ .. ....l~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;::;==:;;;cF::!:. 
Problems of Rtligions Knowledge . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . Harold Hazelip r' 
Introduction to Graduate Study ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie Moy Lewis """';!!!!!'W""M·if'lli!fi!L ..,.. 

4:oo - 6:45p.m. ,~~~.i~trrr...r..-&.ilf~~~.JJI Ad vanced Introduction to the O ld T<stament ........•............ jock L< 
History of the Ancient Near East. .................. . . . . . . • . . . . . . Jack 
Church Music ......................................... , . . . jam<s Ch<ster 

7:15 ·9:45p.m. 
Evangelism and Apologetics in the Early Church .... . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Oster 
Expository Preaching ... .. ................................... . 

Friday 
8: IS - 9:25: 10:00 • 11:30 a.m. 

Religious Teochings of the Old Testament .............•..•....... jack Voncil 
Beginning Hebrew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . jock .tw,.,'11iliC======~ 
Proaching from the Old Testament. ....... . ...... . .......... . . . . Philip Slate 

I :00 - 3:45 p.m. 
Seminar in New Testament Textual Cri ticism ................. Ct~rroll 
Philosophy of Reli~10n . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Harold 

4:00- 6:45p.m. 
Providenct and Suffering ......•........ , . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . Douglos Brown 
Rtsearch in Counseling.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . joel johnson 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 6, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising mcetin~: places, pr eachers seekin~: work or congregations seeking preachers. Aloo other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal E vangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curr iculum for Women 

" approved for Veternn's trnining" 
Leonard M. Gray- Director 

1 (803) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lama r, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXA.S 

Southside Churc h o! Christ 1505 S. Trim
m ier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. P hone 
634-6012. Sun . 9 :30 & 10:30 A .M. & 6 :00 
P .M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LA.K.EWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Young tle ld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow P ages For Service Times 

Translation for Den!. Terry Cartwright, minister 
ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 

A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work wilh the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 384 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-678-1168). 
CHA'l'HA!II, N. J .. Fairmount and Sou thern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
r elatives or f r iends in Alnaka. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorn~:e, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubllD Road 

P1ea•autou, CnUforula 94566 
James W . Ferguson, Sr .. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church o! Christ, 4647 Hnunnla Rd .• l{npaa, H awaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th nnd Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10: 50 A .M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewia Frisby, 714-622-2586 ; 

-----~P:;a;:::u:,;l~H:,::arper, 473-8228. 
1\tETRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, l\tAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Viaitano Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. lllorgau Ave., 
U.S. -roo En•t Oppo•lte K-lllnrt. Oftlee 4'1'1· 
52'11. Dobby Wnde, IIIIo. 4'10-4056. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTH ERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay nnd bene
fits. If interested. contact Steve Berg man, Execu
tive Director. nt P .0. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707 /~48-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee. Oklahoma 74801. 
YUftiA, ARIZ., 051 ·w. 28th St. Sunday

t O, 11 a. m . & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3 44 -3750 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10 :30 and 6 :00 P .M. Werl. 7:00 
P .M. Cnll 883-2550 or W . P. J olly. Min. 79o-2311. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Min ister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a ci ty of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission fi eld. A mature person with leadersh ip 
qualities and a desire to wo rk is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
S60 night, Call 615 / 523-0559 a.ft er 10:00 P.M .. EST o r 
write John Thetford, 1704 Hoghland, Knoxvolle, TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH ING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join ou r Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons o n many subjc_cts. For 
Free Information wri te: Su nset Church of Chrost, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411 . 

WE R EBIND CHERISHED BI13LES- write for free 
leather snmples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Minister Available, age 38. Hans Pfeiffer, 503 N. Main, 
Park Rap ids, MN 56470-218-732-51 OS. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Chris t, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-226-2310. 

CH URCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
GOO N . Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Minis ters : Robert Blair nnd Dnle Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly established congregation in Lubbock area in 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Green 
at 806·793-2025 or Gerald Parker at 806-866-9636. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYI 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:1S a.m. Call 531-8745 for info or transportation. Or 
call 596-2701. Spanish language services, 10:30 A.M. 
Call 691-3363. 
Bristol, virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

ATTENTION: OVERSEAS MILITARY CONGREGATIONS 
Now you can sec and hear the best preachers by 
means of low-cost video tape rentals. Write for cata
log. Christian Video Service, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 
93539. 

YOUTH MINISTER/ EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of SOO members. Anitcipate 
fill ing this position in Summer month's, but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature, and be able to provide 
good references. Please send resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086 
Buses for sale and locator service. Greyhound travel 
buses and schoolbuses. 8 years experience. Fort Worth 
817/293-9456. 
Local evangelist desired for congregation of 130 in 
small S.E. Tn. town between Chatt. & N'ville. Send 
resume with references to the Church of Christ in 
Whitwell. c/o Hollis Rogers, Rte. 4, Whitwell, Tn. 
37397. Ph. (615) 658-6266. 
Minister available. 30 years old. Experience with youth, 
evangelism, education. B.A. & M.A. degrees. Prefer the 
Ohio area. Contact Dan Garringer, 10046 Jenks Rd., 
Jamestown, O H 45335. (614) 958-2209. 
PREACH ER WANTED: growing con~tregation of abou t 
65 seeks a well-educated minister for full ·time work. 
Housing/uti lity allowance and modest salary. Send 
resume to W. McDaniel, Boca Delray Ch urch of 
Christ, 602 Bluebird Dr. , Delray Beach, FL 33444. 
Min ister available-September 4, 1982. Thirty-one years 
old, married, no children, experienced and sou nd. 
Whites Ferry Road School of Preaching graduate. 
Resume, refere nces, and picture furnished. Ted Reed, 
112 Hawthorne Ct., Belton, MO 64012. Telephone: 
1-816-331-6596. 
Church of Christ, Bluff Dale. In need of a fulltime 
preacher. Call 817-835-4365 or write A. N. Smith, 
Box 242, Tolar, Tex. 76476. 
Minister needed at Benicia, CA. Prefer a family man 
with experience, good at personal work willing to 
speak only where the Bible speaks. Send resume with · 
taped sermon to Hayes Orender, 390 West " I" St., 
Benicia, CA 94510. (707) 745-2976. 

Seeking work with active congregation as preacher. 
Have B.A. and M.A. from A.C.U. in Bible. Twenty-three 
years preaching experience. Contact Walter Swain at 
(714) 571-6261 or 273-S140. Wri te to 6636 Rockglen 
Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Honolulu, Hawaii os on need 
of a full time preacher-minister. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary and are willing to 
bear the expense of moving items of necessity. They 
would /'refer having someone who has had several 
years o cxpcri~n.ce as ~ p reacher .in a mu_lti·e!h nic C!l· 
vi ro nmc nl. lndavaduals m tcrcstcd an workang 10 a d1f· 
fi cult but rewarding area please send a current resume, 
a tape of a recent sermon and a family picture to the 
e lders of: Chu rch of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. 

Wanted: Mature, full time preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer ~but 
not essential) bi-lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and retored 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furnished 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, fami ly 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 

Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Has 
partial support. Call 913/842-6550. 

PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 pews, 10 ft. long for 
sale. These pews are solid oak and in very good con
dition. They have pads for the seats. We are asking 
1 S.OO dollars per foot, or call and make an offer. 
Included in the price will be a podium, communion 
table, and 2 small pews for stage area. Contact the 
Clayton Church of Christ: call 1-SOS-374-2722 or 
1-505-374-2754 or write to P.O. Box 98, Clayton, New 
Mexico B8415. 
Semi-retired preacher available: 38 years preaching; 
experienced in Teaching in School of Evangelism; 
radio; t.v. work. Now editing, writing and printing 
monthly paper (The Christian Sentinel) meetings etc. 
Wife needs a d rier climate (asthma). Both are very 
active. (205-465-2680) or (817-481-3197). 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation 
trlea to •ereeu advertt•lug, and will uof 
knowingly tnke qne•tlonnble ndvertialug. 
But it Ia t h e render'• rupouiiJblllty to bl• 
ve•tlgnte. Like nuy other paper, we • ome
tlme• uumtttugly ruu au unw orthy acL 
A.w the old •nTIDg goe•, be:fore TOU IDTe•t• 
lnve•tl~tatel 

YARBROUGH FAMILY GOING 
TO PURETO RICO 

The Mike Yarbrough family wi ll be 
leaving August 1 for Puerto Rico to re
open the Caribbean Christian College 
in September. The school, after th i rteen 
years of operation and the training of 
50 Caribbean preachers was closed 
down two years ago because of govern
ment restrictions. Twenty million peo
ple l ive on the seven thousand islands 
of the area, and the reopening of this 
training facility w ill greatly increase the 
impact of th e gospel there. 

A native of Moulton, A labama, Yar
brough w ill be sponsored by his home 
congregation. Much of his support is 
yet to be raised, as well as travel fund. 
Those interested in helping should con
tact the Moulton church, Box 215, Moul
ton, A la. 35650, or call 1-205-784-5941 . 

Truman E. Spring, 16327 Lakeview, 
Houston, Texas 77040: In addition to my 
local work at Jersey Village, since the 
last week in February. I have partici
pated in six gospel meetings. My meet
ings have been in Warren, TX, Texark
ana, TX, and Houston, TX, Grapevine, 
TX, West Monroe, LA and El Dorado 
Springs, Missouri. 

I w ill be at home all summer wi th 
my local work and w ill begin my Fall 
schedule wtih a meet ing in Mesquite, 
Texas. 
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A CLIQUE OF POLITICAL 
REVOLUTIONARIES 

TOPPLED THE RUSSIAN 
WORLD 
Th•nr and to this dayr 
plck•d and trained peo
pl• se•klng a hlgh•r goalr 
nurtured the seeds of pol-

itical revolution and 
reaped its grim harvestr 

often giving their lives for this 
Hfreedom. rr 

Our Lord turned the New Testament world upside down with a handful of dedicated men who 
sowed the seed of a true, inward revolution in men's hearts. They did not spore themselves in the 
cause of true freedom, the liberation of souls from the tyranny of Satan. What l~ind of men were 
chosen for this worl~? 

Paul, singled out for the task, was commissioned " to preach to the notions the unsearchable riches 
of Christ" (Eph. 3:8-9) and "to present the word of God in its fullness" (Col. 1 :25). Chosen and 
prepared "from birth" (Gal. 1: 15), he studied under the Bible experts of his day. As a citizen of a Gen
tile city he was familiar with Greel~ language and culture and used this knowledge effectively (Acts 
17 :28). He was able to reason with learned men in their colleges (Acts 19:9-1 0). Paul's letters ore 

~among the highest achievements of the Greek language. 
In order to plant and nurture His church in foreign lands God uses people educated in His word and 

the culture of those lands. He is able to mold and prepare us for such work too. 
Sunset School of Slavic Studies has been established for this very purpose : to prepare men and 

women to shore with a world of lost Russians, Ukrainian and other Slavic peoples, the Good News of 
spiritual freedom in Christ and reconciliation in His one body. 

• Russian C. Ukrainian Languag• • Dlbl• Cours•s 
• Historical C. Cultural Studi•s • Mission Training 

• VA Approv•d 
•Tuition Fr•• 

Will you b•com• Ilk• th• Slavs for Christ's sak• and th•irsl 
For further details write: 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF SLAVIC STUDIES 
1721 14TH STREET 

LUDDOCK, TEXAS 79410 
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GROUND BREAKING: The first building 
of the church on Cape Cod is under 
construction. Ground breaking cere
monies were held in early spring, -and 
the first shovels of earth were turned by 
Senior Citizens Laura Baker, Ina Gardner 
and Bessie Daniels. The church had its 
beginning in the early 'SO's. F. H. Marlin 
and Charles Chandler work with the 
group which has been meeting in the 
Masonic hall, which has grown to about 
50 members-all native to the area. The 
new location is on a 5 acre tract, one 
mile off route 6 at the Route 149 exit at 
Race Lane and Marston Mills. 
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T~e Nonsense of It 

Our heart bleeds for the preachers who have been 
fired simply ·because they ran afoul of the power struc
ture, or displeased some powerful member of the con
gregation. It is enough to make all preachers quit 
preaching. And that might be a good thing if it took 
them out of the local pulpits and put them where the 
Bible says evangelists should be-out preaching to the 
world. 

We are not saying that preachers should not be fired •. 
Some deserve it. If one is ethically irresponsible, morally 
reprobate, or incompetent he deserves it. But most fir
ings today have nothing to do with morals or ethics or 
ability either. They result from non-biblical, personal 
clashes. Some insist on calling the shots simply in order 
that they may be able to hire and fire at will. We have 
so abused the practice that preacher dropouts are on 
about the same level with church dropouts. 

For many years there has been the general rule that 
preachers should take a firing silently and quietly slip 
out of town, like a scapegoat to the wilderness. The 
guilty get away with murder because preachers have 
been humble enough to bear what happened to them 
without making a fuss about it. We are not sure that this 
is the way it should be. 

A preacher has to overcome, every two to four 
years, the pain and damage inflicted upon him by the 
very congregation he has drained himself completely to 
minister to. The trauma of being tossed out has hardly 
subsided until he has to go through it again, and put his 
family through it again. This is why more than half of 
those who started to preach have quit. 

The firings occur quietly in the back room where the 
elders meet, and they cause little riffle in the congrega
tion because the congregation does not know what 
goes on in most elders' meetings, and besides, they 
have been taught to submit silently to 11those who have 
the rule over you." The firings are often camouflaged in 
soft public statements that do not tell the whole truth. 
We expect a preacher to work his head off building a 
new building or building up a congregation, and just 
at the point where he might enjoy some of the fruits 
of his labor, he gets tossed out. The very nonsense of it 
is appalling. 

When someone goes after a preacher's hide he does 
not operate by the same rules he demands that the 
preacher operate by. The preacher has no 11rights." 
Those who are set to fire him have all the cards, and 
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any simple charge, regardless of how nitpicking, is 
blown up into a terrible thing. The very first time a 
preacher hears some one begin by saying, 11there are 
those who say . . . . . ," he knows for whom the bells 
have begun to toll. 11Those" are never named, nor is the 
preacher given one ounce of support or protection 
against 11those" in most cases. His accusers are usually 
encouraged behind his back. At his first experience a 
preacher finds it hard to believe that people will be like 
that, but after a few such experiences he comes to ac
cept the inevitable and starts his packing. 

They probably won't fire him. They will just ask for 
his resignation. That puts all the onus on him rather than 
upon them. Observation will show that churches that 
fire one preacher will fire the next, and tlile next. They 
sometimes develop a reputation for it. Ask any preacher. 

All preachers believe that the role of an evangelist is 
to d9 the work of the ministry. We have never heard 
of one being fired for that. All the firings we are ac
quainted with are the result of the preacher's running 
afoul of some powerful personality in the congrega
tion-nothing more. When his preaching runs counter 
to what the people want to hear his goose is cooked. 
At the point where he needed and deserved the support 
of his people he had to stand alone, and defenseless. 

The kind of treatment preachers receive shatters their 
ability to trust. Many of them become lone wolves, trust
ing nothing and nobody save their own ability to get 
along. It even affects family stability and the disposition 
of children. The church should build up its preachers; 
not tear them down. After two or three firing experi
ences the preacher usually finds himself sitting quietly 
on a back pew somewhere during the worship service, 
and leaving as quickly as he can when it is over. His tal
ents are wasted; his sense of usefulness is ravaged, and 
he has lost confidence in his brothers. Most quit entirely 
under such circumstances. Those who do not will be less 
idealistic about the human dimension for the rest of 
their lives. 

Unless we stop kiiJing our wounded we deserve the 
perpetual preacher shortage we have now. And it will 
get worse. Under our present practices it is difficult for 
us to recommend to a young man that he become a 
preacher. 
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Truth or Consequences 
DAN SEAY 

One can surely appreciate the universal moral law of man 
that foments truth telling while detesting deliberate false
hood. I mean, how could mankind even attempt to posi
tively interact if he could not depend on his brothers in the 
human race for information that was true to reality, that was 
concerte, firm, dependable, correct. Surely man has become 
only too painfully aware of the disastrous consequences of 
dealing deceptively with his fellow man. 

Every child is familiar, if not indelibly impressed, with the 
story of the young man who cried "wolf," deceptively, one 
too many times. Surely his end is common to all who practice 
deception. Surely man has developed honesty as a way of life 
because he understands the gravity of the consequences as
sociated with deception. Surely man has learned honesty is 
always the best policy. Surely man has, hasn't he? Don't tell 
me-in 8,000 years man has still not learned the basic bene
fits of the principal of honesty? You don't mean it? 

Yes, it's true; sad, but true. Man has not learned from 
Biblical or secular history of the horrible consequences of 
deception. The Bible is plain when it comes to describing the 
mess man made of things when he chose to be dishonest. No 
monkeying around here, the Bible is plain. It even describes 
in detail the specific feelings of God toward deception (Pro. 
6:16-19; 11 :1; 12:22; 20:23). Secular history is just as clear. 
Almost every human atrocity began with deception. Ask 
Julius Caesar, the victims of Hitler, or Leon Jaworski. Even 
current events scream at us of the horrible consequences. 
Shoplifting increases every year; honor systems do not exist 
because they cannot exist throughout our American colleges; 
38 billion dollars will not be paid in taxes in 1982 due to 
falsification of returns by individuals; and no one would be 
so foolish as to admit trust in the words of politicians, sales
men or commercial advertisements. Look at America, filled 
with con men who swindle money in gef rich quick schemes, 
or who bum off the local church with every conceivable hard 
luck story, or who {you fill it in). What is happening to hon
esty and integrity in America? Does it bother you? It should! 

It's not them any more, either! Dishonesty has invaded the 
ranks of the redeemed. Mind you, we're not just saying little 
white lies are being spoken occasionally by . righteous little 
Christians who mean to do better. We're talking about men 
and women, who claim to be God's children, who use decep
tion as a prime tool for their desired purposes. Preachers 
who embellish the truth for the purpose of illustration, who 
present as truth events that never happened just for "im
pact" or humor, who name drop or dramatize minor efforts to 
achieve notoriety-l've even run across a preacher who listed 
degrees in a "Preachers of Today" book that he didn't pos-

sess. If you can't believe a preacher, who can you believe? 
Elders fare no better. There are elders who speak of all they 

are doing for the Lord's church when in reality very little 
time is spent in any area of responsibility, elders who use 
members to promote their own "power plays" within the 
leadership, and elders who refuse to be aboveboard with their 
ministers when anticipating changes. I mean, among people 
who have died to self and are alive to the service and glory 
of God, how hard should it really be to be honest and 
straightforward with one another? Where are we going? What 
is all this going to lead to? 

Is it any wonder that the world looks in on the church with 
a somewhat disdainful attitude when the church's mem
ber~ sing "All to Jesus I Surrender" and do not; when the 
members sing "Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would 
I withhold" and yet they do? To be frank, Christianity just 
doesn't sell when its proponents are two-faced-to be blunt, 
liars. 

It's deceptive to preach the Christian Ethic and then live 
materialistically, to preach death to self and then live as if 
self were the only important value, to preach commitment 
and service and then exhibit indifference and apathy. Dis
honesty in our own ranks is stifling the ranks, spiritually and 
numerically. 

We have dealt with the symptoms long enough-treating 
attendance, service and giving. It is time overdue to begin 
treating the real culprit, our own deception, maybe even our 
own self-deception. In Isaiah 59, starting in verse 1, we find 
that our iniquities have separated us from God-what iniqui
ties you ask?; "Your lips have spoken lies ... " {verse 3). In
deed! In the same chapter, verse 12, we find: " ... our sins 
testify against us." What sins you ask? Listen: "Rebellion and 
treachery against the Lord, turning our backs on God, fo
menting oppression and revolt, uttering lies our hearts have 
conceived. So justice is driven back, and righteousness stands 
at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty can
not enter. Truth is nowhere to be found, and whosoever shuns 
evil becomes a prey." {13-15). Could you describe 20th Cen
tury America any better? It is time that Christians everywhere 
illustrate that the truth can set one free (John 8:32), that 
truthful lips endure forever {Pro. 12:19), that God delights in 
men who are truthful {Pho. 12:22), that it is better to be 
poor than a liar (Pro. 19:22). Indeed, an honest answer is like 
a kiss on the lips (Pro. 24:26). It is refreshing; touching; in
voking happiness, peace and joy. On the other hand, a lying 
tongue hates those whom it hurts (Pro. 26:28), and those who 
pour out lies will perish (Pro. 19:9). 

726 McGee, Norman, OK 73069 
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"Let Me Write Their Songs ... " JACK P. LEWIS 

In Bible translation there is an ac
curacy of translation in which all the 
words and phrases are correctly ren
dered; but there is also an accuracy of 
communication-that is, an accuracy of 
what people think when they read the 
translated words. These two types of 
accuracy are not identical. In the final 
picture, however, the meticulousness of 
the translator is wasted if the reader 
does not understand what the original 
writer was communicating to him when 
he wrot~ his sentences. 

This observation raises the question, 
What sort of communication is going on 
as reflected in the songs that we sing? 
A proverb states, "Let me write your 
songs, and I do not care who writes 
your laws." Our religious songs both 
express our beliefs and also mold the 
way we think. War periods bring war 
songs; confused periods with weakening 
morals bring rock songs. 

The songs we sing in worship have 
largely been inspired by the understand
ing the writers had of the wording of the 
King James Version-an understanding 
not always based on the best scholar
ship. The songs are beautiful and are 
loved, and their wording has come to be 
the belief of the common man. They 
have become an emotionallr vested in
terest to be defended at al costs. Any 
suggestion that they might not be ex
pounding the actual Word of God leaves 
us feeling robbed. 

The word "mansion" fills our songs: 
"where the shining mansions rise," 
"mansions whose joys are untold," "my 
mansion he prepares," "mansions bright 
and fair," "I heard about a mansion He 
has built for me in glory," and "We 
will never pay rent for our mansion." 
The word "mansion" brings to mind a 
picture of a large house with white col
umns on the porch. Hence, our song 
writers contrast our "humble abode 
among men" with "the mansion" wait
ing in heaven. In the song "I am a Child 
of the King," we sing: 

"A tent or a cottage, Why should I 
care? 
They are building a palace for me 
over there." 

In the song "Just over the Hilltop" we 
sing "There is a mansion just over the 
hilltop." One song speaks of "mansions 
sublime," and another of "When I can 
read my title clear to mansions in the 
skies." However, the passage in John 
14:2 from which these phrases come 
uses a Greek word mone which means 
"a dwelling place," but which has no 
connotation of a large or fine house. 

We sing "In the Sweet By and By," 
and we love it; but the song writer used 
"by and by" in a different sense from 
the way it is used in the King James 
Version. In the KJV the phrase denotes 
"at once" (Matt. 13:21; Mark 6:25; Luke 
17:7; 21 :9). In the song the phrase "by 
and by" means "after a while." We sing 
"When the trumpet of the Lord shall 
sound and time shall be no more"-
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words inspired by the KJV rendering of 
Revelation 10:6. The phrase rightly in
terpreted in its setting in Revelation 
means "there shall be no more delay" 
in the drama Revelation is presenting. 
The interlude the story previously men
tioned is terminated. 

At Christmas time in the song "Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing" we sing of "the 
desire of the nations"-also a KJV 
phrase (Haggai 2:6). This passage cor
rectly rendered speaks of "the treasures 
of the nations," that is, of their wealth, 
which will adorn the temple. It is not 
really a messianic passage, though men 
at one time thought it was. 

Handel gave .us the· great song .''The 
Messiah." His punctuation agrees with 
that in the KJV, giving five titles for the 
Christ; Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
The same concept is perpetuated in the 
song "To Us a Child of Hope is Born" 
which says "The Wonderful, the Coun
selor." Another song is "Wonderful, 
Wonderful, Jesus is to me.- Counselor, 
Prince of Peace, Mighty God is He." 
However, in the original Hebrew text, 
there are four titles of two elements 
each in this passage of lsa. 9:6 from 
which these songs come. They can be 
translated: "Wonderful Counselor," 
"Mighty God," "Everlasting Father," 
"Prince of Peace." The punctuation 
which the songs perpetuate is an er
roneous interpretation. 

We sing "Are you washed in the 
blood of the Lamb?" "Plunge me in the 
depths of its cleansing flood," "Wash 
me, cleanse me in the blood that flowed 
on Calvary," and "We will join the 
blood-washed throng." All of these are 
based on a phrase of the KJV (Rev. 1 :5) 
which is not supported by the best 
Greek manuscripts. The preferable text 
(already used by the ASV) speaks there 
of being "loosed by his blood." An 
undisputed biblical text speaks of robes 
being washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). No au
thentic text speaks of per~ons being 
washed in blood. Bodies are washed in 
pure water (Heb. 10:22). 

We sing of "what I have entrusted to 
him against that day"-a phrase from 
2 Tim. 1:12 (d. 2 Pet. 3:7). Who real
izes that "against" is the KJV and ASV 
rendering of the preposition eis which 
in current English would give the phrase 
"for that day?" 

A song leader likes to sing Scripture 
s~ntiments which he, or others, have 
set to music and which are not in the 
hymn book used. One of these is "I can 
do all things through Christ which 
strengthens me." The phrase is from the 
KJV (Phil. 4:13); however, "which" in 
current English applies to things, not to 
persons. The song would be easier to 
sing were it "who strengthens me." 
Christ is a "who," not a "which." 

We sing "Gates of Hell can never 
again,st that church prevail" oblivious 
to the fact that Jesus actually said "Gates 

of Hades (Matt. 16:18). The KJV used 
"hell" for "Hades," supplying the 
phrase which the song writer developed. 
Most people think they are saying that 
the worst Hell can do will never over
come the church. 

We call on "ye floods, ye dragons· 
all" to praise Jehovah; but are there 
dragons? Are not these mythical crea
tures which are used in the KJV to 
render a term designating what we 
would now call a serpent? 

Then there are our songs that are 
based on the allegorical interpretation 
of the "Songs of Songs" "His banner· 
over us is love," "Since he is mine and 
I am his," and "He is the Rose of Shar
on." The sentiments are beautiful; but 
the allegorical interpretation of the Song 
of Songs, though once almost universal
ly accepted, is not convincing. 

There are also some songs in which 
the wording has become a fixed item 
of belief, though it is not attributable 
to any version. The song "On a hill far 
away" is a beautiful song·which we all 
love and one which likely will never 
die. We sing "Up Calavary's mountain 
one dreadful morn/Walked Christ, my 
Saviour, weary and worn." "Twas on 
that hill so long ago my Saviour suf
fered grief and pain," "Tell me of the 
path to Mount Calvary," "One day they 
led him up Calvary's mountain," and 
''There is a green hill far away without 
a city wall"; but it is not clear how we 
know what Calvary was either a hill or 
a mountain. No biblical passage and no 
early writer suggests that Calvary was a 
hill. It is not until the sixth century that 
the "hill" of Mount Calvary begins to 

. appear in Christian writings. 
"On Jordan's Stormy Banks" is a rous

ing song; however, the jordan River is 
only about two hundred feet wide at its 
widest point, and is not under any 
imagination actually "stormy" most of 
the year. The writer of the song had 
never seen the river. He used what we 
call "poetic license." The experience of 
death which the song is describing is 
for most of us a "stormy" prospect. 

We sing of "the ninety and nine that 
safely lay in the shelter of the fold." 
Scripture has no such statement or im
plication. The ninety and nine in the 
Bible are left in the desert (Lk. 15:4) 
while the shepherd looks for the lost 
one. In Palestinian shepherding the 
sheep are often kept in the desert at 
night-not brought into a fold. 

On some of these points we have 
mentioned, our emotions can be stirred 
almost to the fighting point. Is it out of 
order to remind ourselves that songs are 
to be judged by the original text of the 
Bible-not the Bible by what we have 
been singing? Considering the privilege 
of using poetic license, one might argue 
that the songs need not be modified. 
One should know, however, that poetic 
license is being exercised and not come 
to believe that the songs are factual and 
literal. 

There is that lovely song which goes, 
"His power can make you what you 
ought to be I His love can fill your soul 

(Continued on page 11) 
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HUGH GALYEAN 

Anyone who has been committed to God's service and has 
labored in the kingdom has surely felt the exhilaration that is 
experienced when God says "yes" to our plans. During those 
times our efforts are fruitful and everything falls into place 
magically. Our impossible dreams become reality. We appear 
to have a real place in God's plan. 

Most of us have also experienced an occasion when our 
plans for a specific undertaking were frustrated. We had high 
hopes and an idea for extending the borders of the kingdom. 
We put hours of toil into the project and spent ourselves to 
accomplish our goal only to find a deadend or a brick wall. 
To those specific plans of ours God had replied, "NO." In 
spite of pure motives and hard work and lofty ideals we failed 
in our attempt. How do we handle that frustration? What 
shall we do when God says ... "No"? 

God's word supplies us with three positive illustrations 
drawn from the lives of three men of faith. 

In Acts 16:6-10 Paul and his companions, Silas and Timo
thy, apparently had a plan to preach the gospel in Asia. To 
that idea the Holy Spirit said ... "No." Then, upon commit
ting themselves to take the gospel to Bithynia they receive 
another negative reply as, "the spirit of Jesus suffered them 
not." They found all their efforts ending at the same brick 
wall. Their plans, though conceived of a desire to save souls, 
ended in frustration. 

Here we must admire Paul. He did not quit preaching. He 
did not stop looking for open doors of opportunity. He would 
soon find why God had said no to his earlier plans to preach 
in Asia and Bithynia. "There was a man of Macedonia stand
ing, beseeching him and saying, Come over into Macedonia 
and help us." They then concluded that God's will was to 
have the gospel preached in Macedonia. Sometimes the 
plans of man are frustrated because God has another .plan in 
mind. 

Moses had a dream frustrated when God said no to him. 
After forty years of leading the murmuring and ungrateful 
Israelites through the wilderness Moses at last came to the 
banks of the Jordan. On the other side lay the promised 
land. Moses' great dream was to go into the land of promise. 
Surely after decades of faithful service he would not be de
nied this request. God not only told him no but continued, 
"speak no more unto me of this matter." What was Moses to 
do now that his hope was shattered? God told him something 

positive to do, "charge joshua and encourage him and 
strengthen him for he shall cause them to inherit the land." 
What a wonderful message this is to the faithful Christian who 
has come to realize that not all of his goals will be attained. 
We can still encourage and strengthen those who may yet 
attain those goals. We can help to accomplish God's will even 
though we (like Moses) may not live to see it. 

David was to find that one of his greatest desires would 
not be granted. He had envisioned the building of the temple 
to bring glory to God. This desire was recorded in three books 
of the Old Testament (I Chronicles, I Kings and II Samuel). 
Solomon said, "Now it was in the heart of David, my father, 
to build a house for the name of Jehovah." David was the 
man after God's own heart. Surely he would be allowed to 
accomplish the task. God said no ..• "Thou shalt not build 
the house." 

We are assured by the scripture however that God knew 
and appreciated David's desire to bring glory to God. "Thou 
didst well that it w.as in thine heart," God told him. David 
could have grown hateful and vindictive at God's refusal 
to afford him this privilege. He could have said, "If I don't 
get to build the temple I will make certain no one else does 
either." He could have exerted his considerable authority to 
defeat any future efforts to build it. 

But David left us all an example to follow. Though he 
would not receive the glory for building this magnificent place 
of worship, David began to make preparations for the con
struction. He gathered the workers together and prepared the 
materials that would be needed. He would not "quit and go 
home" merely because his plans did not materialize. Though 
it woudl be known as Solomon's temple it was built because 
one man, David, did not care who received the credit. Thank 
God for the Davids who live and work in the church today. 
They are among us working silently and preparing for the 
building of the kingdom. God knows what is in their hearts. 

There is an important principle to note when our plans do 
not unfold as we hope. Frustration comes about only when 
we desire our will more than God's will. When God says 
"NO" to our plans and dreams do we really want his will to 
be done? This must be the key in accepting our role in 
God's plan. 

510 Holiday Circle, Pineville, La. 71360 
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Historical context of 

The Lukewarm Laodiceans 
TERRELL LEE 

Often 1 have read Rev. 3:15-16 and found myself asking 
two questions: (1) "Are hot, cold, and lukewarm three cate
gories of one's moral or spiritual condition?" and (2) "Is it 
conceivable that God really prefers the ungodliness of pagan
ism over lukewarm Christianity?" 

Traditionally, "hot" refers to Christians on fire for the Lord, 
"cold" to non-Christians totally opposed to the Lord, and 
"lukewarm" to Christians who appear to be unable to let go 
of the world but want to be religious. Is this what our Lord 
had in mind when john wrote these words? In order to have 
a broader perspective of "hot," "cold," and "lukewarm," the 
historical situation of Laodicea may be of value. 

Upon visiting and studying ancient Laodicea, J. S. Rudwick 
and E. M. B. Green discovered some interesting facts ["The 
Expository Times" 69 (Oct. 1957-Sept. 1958}: 176-78]. The ~ld 
city of Laodicea did not have a local water supply. Rudw1ck 
and Green discovered an aqueduct in the southern part of the 
site which indicated Laodicea received its water from the 
modern town of Denizli, five miles south. Since hot mineral 
springs are common in that area, and the aqueduct was 
coated with mineral deposits, Rudwick and Green concluded 
that Laodicea's source of water must have been one of the 
hot mineral springs. Therefore, in order for Laodicea to re
ceive its water, the water traveled through the aqueduct some 
five miles. While in the aqueduct the hot mineral water 
slowly cooled and was lukewarm when it arrived in Laodicea. 
All people in the area of Laodicea knew that lukewarm 
mineral water would disapoint the thirsty traveler. It would 
only make a person vomit. Consequently, after the lukewarm 
water arrived in Laodicea the people had to allow it to cool 
before drinking it. 

Further, it is valuable to know something about the water 
of two of laodicea's closest neighbors. Hierapolis, a few miles 
north of laodicea, had hot spring water which was recognized 
to have some medicinal value. The Greek Word zestos (hot} 
would likely remind the laodiceans of their neighbor's water. 
Also only a few miles away was the city of Colossae. Psuchros 
(cold) describes Colossae's water, a very precious element in 
that area. Cold water is always useful and especially so in 
the first century. The weary, thirsty traveler would find re
freshment from the cold water of Colossae. 

In view of this information concerning the water of 
Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colossae, it seems appropriate to 
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reconsider "hot," "cold," and '"lukewarm," in Rev. 3: 15:16. 
The hot water of Hierapolis was useful in that. it helped the 
sick become well again. The cold water of Colossae provided 
refreshment for the weary. Laodicea's lukewarm water, how
ever, made one vomit; it only made the healthy sick. Is it 
possible the Laodiceans' Christianity is being compared to 
their lukewarm, sickening water? If so, "hot," "cold," and 
"lukewarm'; are not so much degrees on a "spiritual ther
mometer" (Rudwick and Green} as they are illustrations from 
the historical context. Hot and cold water was useful, and if 
the Laodicean Christians had been either hot or cold they also 
would have been useful. Unfortunately, the Laodiceans were 
lukewarm and just as their water made one sick, so their 
form of Christianity made God sick. Hot and cold are com
mendable characteristics, but lukewarm Christianity "upsets 
the lord's stomach." 

This interpretation may also find support from the use of 
the words themselves. First, the order of the two words, hot 
and cold in the Greek text is inconsistent. The phrase is used 
three ti~es in the passage. In verse 15 the word order is 
"cold or hot" but in verse 16 the order is reversed to "hot 
or cold." The grammar itself does not demand this interpre
tation but it appears to suggest that hot and cold are equally 
commendable. Second, in verse 15 John wrote, "I wish you 
were cold or hot." Simply by reading the text, does it not 
sound as if Jesus would be pleased with either? 

What was the sin of the Laodicean church? Why were they 
compared to their own water? They had been blinded (verses 
17-18}. The Laodiceans ·were known for their wealth. Their 
banking and wool industries had brought tremendous reve
nue ·into the city. As the Laodiceans viewed their condition 
everything appeared to be fine, but they had apparently 
placed their confidence in themselves. They were saying, "f 
am rich; 1 have acquired wealth and do not need a thing" 
(verse 17, NIV}. Like the rich fool (Lk. 12:13-21} the 
laodiceans could only think of themselves and were not 
really useful to anyone. Hot and cold water were useful for 
medicinal purposes and refreshment but lukewarm water was 
useless. Jesus wanted the Laodicean Christians to become 
either cold or hot so they could be useful to others, but in 
their lukewarm state they were blinded from their real con
dition. No one is immune from this same problem today. 

2941 Melton Drive, Arrnold, MO 63010 
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How To Differ Without Dividing (3) 
We concluded last week's article with 

the affirmation: "It is precisely by bring
ing unity out of diversity that we re
veal our identity." This is borne out by 
James: 

But the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without uncertainty or insincerity. And 
the harvest of righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who make peace. 

jas. 17:18 

And the opposite is true: By bringing 
division out of diversity we also reveal 
our identity: 

But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, . . . 
This wisdom is not such as comes 
down from above, but is earthly, un
spiritual, devilish. For where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there will 
be disorder and every vile practice. 

Jas. 3:14-16 

How, then, do we bring unity out of 
diversity? There's only one way that I 
know: Through much struggle. Paul told 
the disciples of Asia, "It is through many 
tribulations (struggles) that we must 
enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). 

Is not the same thing true in regard 
to achieving oneness in marriage (mar
riage being a microcosm of the kingdom, 
Eph. 5:21-33)? In marriage God brings 
together two very different people; op
posite sexually (in kind and usually in 
Ctegree); different socially, emotionally, 
dispositionally, intellectually and in al
most every other way (for we humans, 
like atom1c particles, are attracted to 
our opposites). Such diversity! A ver
tical, rule-oriented, "Here-Comes-The
Judge" marries a horizontal, people
oriented, "Let-It-Slide-Clyde." 

How can two such diverse people 
ever become one? Well, it's not easy. 
Oneness comes only after what seems 
like years of struggle during which each 
partner has his/her rough edges 
knocked off and, in the process, each 
partner takes on the better qualities of 
the other and becomes a more well
rounded personality. Failure to achieve 
that oneness usually ends in divorce. 

That same diagnosis can be made of 
the restoration movement in general and 
of every local congregation in particular, 
for each congregation is composed of 
the same kinds of people as is marriage. 
And we need to be aware that the 
situation is neither bad nor good, it just 
is. And we also need to be aware that 
the basic causes of friction in a mar
riage may well be the basic causes of 
friction in a congregation. But at the 
same time the causes of friction are 
similar so are the the advantages that 
come from the struggle: i.e. the con
gregation develops into a more well
rounded body of people. 

JAMES S. WOODROOF 

To illustrate this principle look again 
at the 1st century church. The Jew, who 
had been brought up under 1400 years 
of law (law that had deteriorated into 
legalism) was the "vertical" of the 1st 
century. In contrast, the Gentile, who 
did not have the benefit of such strict 
moral upbringing-certainly not as 
keenly developed as the jew, was the 
"horizontal." And when the two were 
brought together into one body it cre
ated enough friction that the unity of 
the whole church was threatened. When 
the vertically erect, morally conscious, 
Jewish Christians saw the church being 
filled with horizontal, lax, amoral, Gen
tiles, some of the jewish Christians de
manded that the Gentile Christians "be 
"circumcised and kep the Law of Moses" 
(Acts 15:5). Others "drew back" and 
separated themselves, fearing the cir
cumcision party" (Gal. 2:12). Thankfully 
the polarization was checked and unity 
was preserved (Acts 15:30-34). 

But there are countless examples 
throughout our history where other 
polarizations were not checked and 
unity was destroyed. On such occasions 
each faction usually sanctifies its own 
pecularities and, singing "Just As I Am," 
refuses to give an inch. Alienation and 
isolation build to intolerable levels and 
we go our separate ways. The verticals 
are usually dubbed as "antis," and the 
horizontals branded as "liberals." And 
so two sects are born. 

But it doesn't stop there. All the ver
tical splinter groups across the nation 
get together, form a paper and hire an 
editor who has the same mindset or 
personality quirk. They line up a staff 
of writers who also are of the same per
suasion. Off they go to do battle for 
the Lord. 

And the "liberals" do the same. 
Then each splinter group builds a 

college, hires a president, assembles a 
board and a faculty-all of the same 
persuasion, the same mindset. They pro
vide lectureships filled with guest 
speakers who, with rare exception, are of 
the same frame of mind. Thus they per
petuate an eliptical mentality, a partial 
personality; all the while calling them
selves the "true Christians." But the sad 
fact is that. whenever these two groups 
separate, the result is not simply two 
gallops who each possess the mind of 
Christ, or even half of the mind of 
Christ. More than likely the division indi
cates that we don't have the mind of 
Christ at all. We don't have it at the 
time of our separation, and the longer 
each group goes along without the in
fluence of the other the less likely is it 
that either will possess the mind of 
Christ. 

The vertical people, left on their 
own without the influence of their hori-

zontal brethren, deteriorate into a 
suspicious, nit-picking, legalistic body of 
Pharisees. 

And the horizontal people, left on 
their own without the influence of their 
vertical brethren, slip and slide ever 
closer to a "social gospel." Because, you 
see, whenever either part of us is de
prived of the other part of us we cease 
to be what we could have been had we 
remained together. 

Whenever "loving God" is devoid of 
"loving fellowman," then loving God 
ceases to be the real thing. As John said, 

If any one says "I love God," and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen . 

I John 4:20 

Similarly, when any group is so people 
oriented that it ignores the word of God 
and resorts to its own wisdom, it is with
out understanding, for no one knows 
how to love except as God has defined 
it in his word. 

So, two new denominations a:re born. 
Now, that may sound threatening to 

you. We don't like to hear such talk. 
We don't like to hear criticism that 
would imply that we may be a denomi
nation. But it is time that we in the 
churches of Christ redefine the term 
"denomination." A denomination is not 
just a group of people who are satis
fied to be a part of modern day christen
dom. (That identification may be true 
enough, as far as it goes.) But the defi
nition of "denomination" that comes 
nearer serving us in the churches of 
Christ is this: 11 A denomination is any 
group of people that is satisfied to pos
sess and perpetuate only part of the 
personality of Christ." 

Such a definition will bring us, as a 
people, under scrutiny. It will help res
cue us from the precarious position of 
judging others of sectarianism, and will 
bring us into the humbled position of 
being judged for the same divisiveness! 
Such a definition will cause us to take 
inventory of our own practices to see if, 
perhaps, we need to 11first cast the log 
out of own eye, so that we might see 
clearly to cast the speck out of another's 
eye." 

We must accept struggle as an integral 
part of bringing unity out of diversity. 
We must commit ourselves to each 
other; stand by each other; learn from 
each other; change with each other. 
And in so doing, this body of which we 
all are a part will mature into the full
ness of the personality of Christ; unity 
will be restored and peace will reign. 
We will have learned how to differ 
without dividing. 

1 001 West Loop S., College Station, Tx. 
77840 
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Business Meetings-Why Exclude Women? GA YRORO COOK 

While practices vary from place to 
place, it is generally true that women 
are excluded from business meetings in 
churches of Christ. Some congregations 
require that· any matter of interest or 
concern to a woman either be trans
mitted through her husband, or in the 
absence of a Christian husband, by some 
man who is willing to act in her behalf 
in transmitting her message to the 
group. Another option is sometimes to 
submit in writing the message she 
wishes to convey to the group. 

Is there any·real reason for such treat
ment of female members of the body? 
Do those who press for woman's rights 
and declare that women are made sec
ond-class citizens of the kingdom have 
a valid point here? 

Before proceeding, in order to save 
a deluge of letters and maybe a few epi
sodes of hypertension without necessity, 
Jet it be stated that this writer is aware 
of I Cor. 14:34-35; I Tim. 2:12; I Tim. 
2:8; I Cor. 11:3, etc. Not only is he 
aware of them, he fully· believes all to be 
inspired of God and the final word in 
regard to God's will for women. Further, 
this writer does not advocate nor believe 
in women preaching, teaching over men 
or leading prayer in the presence of 
men. He believes all of these are ex
cluded by the scriptures cited. 

What is being questioned in this ar
ticle is that any of these scriptures or 
any other principle of God's will for 
women is violated by the presence of 
women in a business meeting. Perhaps 
some important detail has not been 
considered and one who pointed out 
that detail would be regarded as a 
friend, certainly not an enemy. If what 
follows is not reasonable, logical or 
scriptural, no offense will be taken to
ward one demonstrating this. Since the 
business meeting is unknown to scrip
ture anyway, there could be no direct 
prohibition against her presence and if 
such prohibition exists, it would have to 
be some principle set forth in the nature 
of the relationship between men and 
women intended by God. 

Some distinction should be made in 
regard to types of business meetings. 
There could be a difference in a meeting 
in a congregation led by elders and 
one in which no elders serve and bind
ing decisions for the congregation are 
reached in general business meetings. 
Often elders show great wisdom in 
having regular or special business meet
ings in which men of the congre~ation 
are asked for ideas, opinions and dis
cussions of various matters which they 
will ultimately decide in an elder's 
meeting, but they want to know the 
feelings of the congregation before they 
act. If men can participate in such with
out ceasing to be subiect to the elders, 
why can women not do the same? 

Even in the congregation where no 
elders lead, what makes it necessary that 
the woman's role of subjection is de
stroyed by respectfully expressing her 
opinion in a business meeting? While 
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regretfully it is not always the same case, 
men should express themselves in a 
way that shows respect for one another 
also. Peter says, " ... Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility." 

Unquestionably a woman who did 
not take care to conduct herself in 
keeping with the principle that the 
woman is to be in subjection to the man 
could get out of line in a business meet
ing. The woman who refuses to recog
nize her God ordained role will be out 
of subjection without attending a busi
ness meeting. A woman can get out of 
subjection as a member of a Bible class, 
but that should not prevent our having 
classes nor women from attending class. 

Surely, abuse could occur. This is true 
of every thing that is done. Care must 
always be taken to suppress the human 
trait of pride that causes men and 
women to forget the general subjection 
of Christians one to another, of Chris
tians to elders and of all to God, but this 
does not prevent all activities that could 

Yours Sincerely 
Because we are so accustomed to see

ing the phrase 11Yours sincerely" at the 
end of letter followed by the writer's 
name, it seems strange to see it at the 
beginning. Even more strange is the 
origin of this word. Composed of two 
latin words, 11Sina" and 11Cera," it literal
ly means, 11Without wax." 

According to the noted educator, 
G. R. Bowers, this word became promi
nent during the time of the Roman 
Empire. At this time when huge stones 
were quarried and sold to construct 
buildings, a practice of filling large 
cracks and holes with wax was de
veloped by the sellers. The purchaser 
not knowing the difference would use 
the stones in his building confidently 
feeling that it would last for many years. 
After a while the weather would wear 
and wash away the wax leaving gaping 
cracks and unsightly holes _throughout 
the structure. Walls weakened by such 
conditions often caused entire buildings 
to come crashing to the ground. Such 
results were devastating. 

Finally, builders became wise and re
fused to accept stones unless they were 
marked 11Sina cera" (sincerely) without 
wax. This phrase guaranteeing quality 
and genuineness was later applied to all 
things without flaw. From these terms 
we get our word "sincerity" which 
WEBSTER defines, as that state or 
quality of being true or genuine. Once 
builders began to demand this quality 
in the stones that they purchased, both 
beauty and durability were regained in 
their structures. 

The understanding of the meaning of 
this word provides an excellent basis 
for understanding the fundamental re
quirements of a Christian life. lives 
wh(\Se flaws and weaknesses have been 
covered or filled with 11wax," may ap-

be abused. Prevent the abuse, correct 
it if it exists, but let us not destroy good 
things simply because there exists a po
tential for abuse. 

Is there really any scriptural reason to 
have announcements of a business meet
ing to which the elders 11 invite and en
courage all the men to attend?" Or, is 
there biblical basis for decreeing women 
cannot be heard in business meetings 
of congregations having no elders, pro
viding there is no occasion of the 
woman usurping authority over a man? 

No advocacy is being made for any
thing that would put a woman in a lead
ership role. No women elders-no 
women preachers-no women teaching 
over men-no women usurping authori
ty over men-no women prayer leaders, 
for these are clearly prohibited by the 
mentioned scriptures. While we want to 
be careful not to add things God has 
prohibited, we must be just as careful 
not to prohibit what God permits. It is 
no safer to be more restrictive than God 
than to be less restrictive. ~ould it be we 
are on shaky ground in excluding 
women from business meetings? 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 

CARVIN H. BOWERS 

pear beautiful for a while but the tests 
of life will show the difference between 
the artificial and the real. 

"Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; 

Every man's work shall be made mani
fest: for the day shall declare it, be
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man's work of 
what sort it is. 

If any man's work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a 
reward" (1 Cor. 3:12-14). 

The shallowness and ugliness of such 
lives will be made apparent sooner or 
later. Even worse, there is the possibility 
that once weakened by these flaws, the 
spirituality of these persons will crash to 
the ground never to rise again. The 
devastating effects of artificial life styles 
are high prices to pay. 

The warning of Jesus against building 
on a foundation of sand cannot be ig
nored. He indicated that to hear his 
word and do it is to build on the rock, 
while refusing to do his will-is to build 
on the sand. Accoding to this parable 
these builders had a number of things 
in common: (1) They both were con
scious of the need to build; (2) They in
vested in materials; (3) They involved 
themselves in work (built) by actually 
constructing houses; and (4) They pro
duced structures that probably were not 
too different based on external appear
ance. The three major differences were 
in their initial attempts, building on the 
rock or sand, their results, one fell and 
one stood, and the extent of loss (Matt. 
7:24-27). Some builders are unable to 
stamp their works with "Sina" 11cera" 
sincerely. 

If one would truly qualify his work 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
Bro. Ancil jenkins of Albuquerque, New 

Mexico points up the importance of exam
ple. He shows us how we all teach just by 
what we are, as well as by our words. 

It is true 'that a lot of people around us 
need to 11see" some sermons. They might 
listen better to preaching and to teaching. 

The Unconscious Teacher 
I once read of a widow who was 

deeply distressed when each of her four 
sons chose a career in the Navy. She 
could not understand why each wanted 
to leave and go to sea. She invited a 
preacher to visit and try to help her 
understand this problem. While he 
waited for her in the living room, he 
noticed a magnificent painting of the 
ocean over the fireplace. He realized 
that this beautiful picture had taught all 
four of the sons to love the sea. 

We have unconscious teachers today. 
It is you and me. Some new Christians 
do not know how to serve God. They 
look to us to see what is the measure 
of our dedication. 

There are many ways to measure 
faithfulness. We have difficulty since 
the heart must be judged, and only God 
can do this. However, if we do any less 
than the very best of our ability, we are 
teaching others they may do the same. 
What are we teaching if we are diligent 
in our work toward God? 

We are showing the proper values of 
life. Our meeting with the body of 
Christ on every occasion it meets, shows 
what is important to us. To do this 
means we must often sacrifice some
thing that is good. However, we are only 

EONARD MULLENS 

The little boy said to his dad, "Daddy, 
what's a Christianl" The man thought for a 
moment and replied: "A Christian is a per
son who lives like Jesus Christ." Said the 
son: 11Have I ever seen one'f"-Leonard 
Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

ANCIL JENKINS 

sacrificing the good, for something that 
is best. Never forget-that to which we 
devote ourselves is the most important 
thing to us. 

We show our love for the church. So 
many have justified their lack of con
sistency in meeting with the church by 
saying, 111 don't get much out of it." 
There can perhaps be a good reason 
for this. However, just to view wor
ship as what we get out of it, is very 
selfish. We come together primarily to 
give something to someone else, in
stead of getting something for ourselves. 
I have never heard anyone say, 111 didn't 
give very much of myself to others 
today." 

We show our goals of life. To neglect 
our obligations and privileges in the 
service of God indicates we have goals 
other than spiritual. Paul urges us to 
". . . set our affection on things 
above ... " When spiritual matters oc
cupy anything less than .first place in 
our interests, we do not have our af
fection in the right place. 

It is disturbing to think that our 
example might lead someone else to 
be lost. 
1701 Gold Ave. S. E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87106 

Names Given to God~ Heaven~ Devil and Hell in the 
New Testament 

The following is a list of names given 
to God, Heaven, Devil and Hell that are 
mentioned in the New Testament. They 
are listed in aphabetical order, and all 
quotations are taken from the New 
American Standard Bible. 
GOD 
1. Abba, Father, Rom. 8:15 
2. Almighty, who was and who is and 

who is to come, Rev. 4:8 
3. Blessed and only sovereign, King of 

Kings, lord of lords, I Tim. 6:15 
4. Blessed one, Mark 14:61 
5. Creator, Rom. 1:25 
6. Eternal God, Rom. 16:26 
7. Father, Matt. 5:16 
1}. Father of glory, Eph. 1:17 
9. Father of light. Jas. 1 :17 

10. Father of mercies, II Cor. 1:3 
11. Father of spirits, Heb. 12:9 
12. God, Matt. 3:9 
13. God and Father of all, Eph. 4:6 
14. God and Father of our lord Jesus 

Christ, II Cor. 1 :3 
15. God my Saviour, luke 1 :47 
16. God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

Matt. 22:32 
17. God of all comfort, II Cor. 1:3 

BOB WHIDDON, JR. 

18. God of glory, Acts 7:2 
19. God of Israel, Matt. 15:31 
20. God of our Fathers, Acts 3:13 
21. God of peace, Phil. 4:9 
22. God of this people, Israel, Acts 13:17 
23. God our Father, II Cor. 1 :2 
24. Head of Christ, I Cor. 11:3 
25. Heavenly Father, Matt. 5:48; 6:1 
26. Judge and lawgiver, jas. 4:12 
27. King eternal, immortal, invisible,· 

Tim.1:17 
28. Living and true God, I Thess. 1:9 
29. living God, Matt. 16:16 
30. Lord, Matt. 1 :22 
31. lord of heaven and earth, Matt. 11 :25 
32. lord of harvest, Matt. 9:38 
33. lord your God, Matt. 4:7 
34. Master of heaven, Col. 4:1 
35. Mighty one, luke 1 :49 
36. Most high, luke 6:35 
37. Most high God, Mark 5:7 
38. 0, lord, holy and true, Rev. 6:10 
39. Only God, I Tim. 1:17 
40. Only God our Saviour, Jude 25 
41. Only wise God, Rom. 16:27 
42. Potter, Rom. 9:21 
43. Power, Matt. 26:64 
44. Savior of all men, I Tim. 4:10 

45. Thou King of the nations, Rev. 15:3 

HEAVEN 
1. Abiding possession, He b. 10:34 
2. Age to come, Matt. 23:32; 12:32 
3. Ages to come, Eph. 2:7 
4. Better country, Heb. 11:16 
5. Better possession, He b. 10:34 
6. Better resurrection, Heb. 11 :35 
7. City of my God, Rev. 3:12 
8. City with foundations whose archi

tect and builder is God, Heb. 11:10 
9. Crown of life, jas. 1 :12 

10. Crown of righteousness, II Tim. 4:8 
11. Eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, II Pet. 1 :11 
12. Eternal life, Matt. 19:29; 25:46 
13. Greater and more perfect tabernacle, 

Heb. 9:11 
14. Heaven, Matt. 5:16 
15. Heavenly places, Eph. 1:3, 20 
16. Highest, luke 2:14 
17. His (Christ's) House, Heb. 3:6 
18. His rest, Heb. 4:1 
19. Holy city, Jerusalem, coming down 

out of Heaven from God, Rev. 21 :10 
20. Holy place, Heb. 9:12; cf. 9:24 
21. Imperishable, I Cor. 15:50 
22. Imperishable inheritance, I Pet. 1:4 
23. Inheritance of the saints in light, 

Col.1:12 
24. Jerusalem above, Gal. 4:26 
25. Kingdom of Christ and God, Eph. 

5:5 
26. Kingdom of God, Mk. 9:47 
27. Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 8:11,25:1 
28. Kingdom of their father, Matt. 13:43 
29. Kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world, Matt. 25:34 
30. lasting city which is to come, Heb. 

13:14 
31. Life, Matt. 7:14 
32. Life and immortality, II Tim. 1 :10 
33. Life to come, I Tim. 4:8 
34. My Father's house, John 14:2 
35. My Father's kingdom, Matt. 26:29 
36. New heaven and a new earth, Rev. 

21:1 
37. New Jerusalem, Rev. 3:12 
38. On high, luke 24:49 
39. Our mother, Gal. 4:26 
40. Paradise, II Cor. 12:4 
41. Paradise of God, Rev. 2:7 
42. Prize, Col. 2:18 
43. Sanctuary, Heb. 8:2 
44. Temple of my God, Rev. 3:12 
45. Third heaven, II Cor. 12:2 
46. Throne of God, Matt. 5:34 
47. True tabernacle, Heb. 8:2 
48. World to come, Heb. 2:5 
49. Zion, Rom. 11 :26 

DEVIL 
1. Abaddon, Rev. 9:11 
2. Accuser of our brethren, Rev. 12:10 
3. Adversary, I Pet. 5:8 
4. Angel of light, II Cor. 11:14 
5. Angel of the Abyss, Rev. 9:11 
6. Apollyon, Rev. 9:11 
7. Beelzebul, Matt. 12:24, Mark 3:22 
8. Belial, II Cor. 6:15 
9. Devil, Matt. 4:1 

10. Enemy, Matt. 13:39 
11. Evil one, Matt.13:19; I Jn. 3:12 
12. Father of lies, Jn. 8:44 
13. Farther of unrighteousness, Jn. 8:44 
14. God of this world, II Cor. 4:4 
15. Great Dragon, Rev. 12:9 

(Continued on page 12) 
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DR. JACK EVANS NARRATES 
BIBLE STUDY CASSETIES 

Dr. Jack Evans and Jule Miller consult 
during recording session. 

Dr. Jack Evans, President of South
western Christian College, has just com
pleted recording "The Visualized Bib le 
Study Series" on cassettes. This project 
has been completed because numerous 
black preachers have mentioned the 
need. 

"The Visualized Bible Study Series," 
popu larly known as "The Jule Miller 
Filmstrips," has been available with 
black models since 1965. The beloved 
black evangelist, brother Paul Settles, 
now deceased, had urged Jule M iller, 
producer of the VBSS, to produce the 
filmstrips with black models. " I want to 
help my own people to identify wi th 
those in the filmstrips," he said. "And 
I know firsthand that many of my 
preaching breth ren feel this same need." 

Brethren everywhere wi ll be grateful 
to Dr. Jack Evans for making available 
this new and effective evangel istic tool. 

Glenn Martin, 7350 Chase Road, Dear
born, M l 48126: George Bai ley has just 
closed a six day Gospe l Meeting w ith 
the Chase Road Congregation. Two 
were baptized during the Meeting and 
one the Sunday following. I am in my 
ninth year with the Chase Road Church. 

HAMPTON NAMED EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF FOSTER HOME 

At the annual " Spring Day" open 
house, President of the Board of Direc
tors, Dr. Tim R. Mason, announced that 
Charles Hampton was named as the 
Execut ive Director of the Sherwood and 
Myrtie Foster Home for Children, Inc. in 
Stephenville, Texas. 

Hampton started with Foster Home in 
1973 as its first social worker. Since then 
he has served in the capacities of adop
tion worker, houseparent and, for th e 
last several years, as Director of Profes
sional Services supervising the house
parents and social work staff. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and thrco of these cartons to 
the farge carton-off carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage a nd handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
WritP. or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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11LET ME WRITE THEIR SONGS ••• " 
(Continued from page 8) 

and you will see I Twas best for him to 
have his way with thee." Here because 
the writer needed something to rhyme 
wtih the words "be" and "see," we are 
forced to lapse into an Old English 
second person pronoun-though in 
other phrases the song uses the current 
pronoun "you." No one will argue that 
it is more reverent to refer to each other 
in an Old English pronoun of this sort. 
Since another poet had to have a word 
rhyming with "host," the KJV word 
"Ghost" must be retained in the Doxol
ogy instead of using the current word 
"Spirit." And finally, we have the song 
with the phrase 11Until Gabriel blows 
his horn." Such a song expounds sheer 
folklore. No biblical passage talks about 
Gabriel blowing his horn. 

When we sing 11Here I raise my Ebion
ezer," most of us do not know what is 
going up. The words sound good in the 
setting; but either we need to orient 
ourselves in Old Testament allusions (1 
Sam. 7:12) or find a better word. There 
is "Night with ebon pinion brooded o'er 
the vale." The dictionary lists the phrase 
as poetical for the black wings of night; 
but how many of us really know that? 
We sing of "Beulah land," but who 
among us knows that the ter-m means 
"married land" lsa. 62:4) and knows the 
implications of that phrase? We sing of 
a land of "com and wine." 

Worship in song is a blessed privilege. 
Singing in truth needs the same em
phasis as speaking in truth. Song lead
ing, in addition to requiring a pleasing 

voice and a knowledge of the mechanics 
of music, should require due considera
tion of the words being sung. We come 
to believe what we sing. 

YOURS SINCERELY 
{Continued from page 8) 

he must be committed to Christ, JOHN 
12:24 (Matt. 13:44-45), and extend such 
commitment to every aspect· of life as 
did the Apostle Paul. He enjoyed the 
contentment and stability of life that 
comes from "knowing him." All of the 
difficult antecedents of various types of 
physical treatments were balanced for 
Paul when he said, "For I know him in 
whom I have believed, and he is able 
to keep that which I have committed 
against that day" (1 Tim. 1 :12). He was 
content to be found in him, not having 
his own righteousness of the law but 
that which is through the faith of 
Christ. He concludes, "That I may know 

him and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his 
death" (Phil. 3:9-10). 

Paul is a good example of a life 
"without wax" and he beckons to us, 
11Follow me as I follow Christ'' (1 Cor. 
11 :1 ). When it was time for him to go 
he was ready (2 Tim. 4:6-8). looking 
back over his life he could say to God, 
11Yours sincerely." 

ebroll •Y lept. 7 
1•'' ~···••\\.'-• lllllitc o" C.4LL 

, ....... ~·t\• HUGH SHIRA, P.i.ucto-' ... . ... , ..... , ... 1201 ...... ·-· -. , .... Celli •••• 
feleo~•••: 11UI SU·Il62 

/ouU\ern California /cftool 
of 

~wromf!5®ilfi~rm 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits 11What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

~ rnfYle titan a fax -6e~11ice, lu/ ~-.t ~~ a lax .oe~~ice ••. 
Do you know the cost of not paying your taxes when due? 
The interest rate is now 20%. 

Do you know preachers are subject to a penalty equivalent 
to this rate if they don't pay quarterly estimates? 

Do you know there is an additional 6% penalty if the amount 
due is not paid by April 15th? 

Do you kno\oT of a system that helps y~HJ avoid these costly 
penalties and interest? 

C~ ll Ted Monroe 
(80b)744-3485 

WE DO 

1508 He~ro Tower 
Lubbock. TX 79401 
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NAMES GIVEN TO GOD, HEAVEN, 
DEVll AND HEll lN THE 

NEW TESTAMENT 
(Continued from page 9) 

16. Liar, jn. 8:44 
17. Murderer, jn. 8:44 
18. Prince of the power of the air, Eph. 

2:2 
19. Ruler of the demons, Matt. 9:34 
20. Rulerofthisworld,jn. 12:31; 16:11 
21. Satan, Matt. 4:10 
22. Serpent of o ld, Rev. 12:9 
23. Spirit that is now working in the sons 

of disobedience, Eph. 2:2 
24. Tempter, Matt. 4:3, I Thess. 3:5 

HELL 
1. Abyss, Luke 8:31 
2. Eternal destruction, II Thess. 1:9 
3. Eternal fire, Matt.18:8 
4. Eternal fire w hich has been prepared 

for the devi l and his angels, Matt. 
25:41 

5. Eterna l pun ishment, Matt. 25:46 
6. Furnace of fire, Matt. 13:42 
7. Fury of f i re w hich will consume the 

adversaries, Heb. 10:27 
8. Hell, Matt. 5:29 
9. Hell of fire, Matt. 5:"22 

10. Lake of fire which burns with brim
stone, Rev. 19:20 

11. Outer darkness, Matt. 8:12 
12. Place w ith the hypocrites, Matt. 

24:51 
13. Second death, Rev. 2:11 
14. Unquenchable fire, Matt. 3:12 
15. Where Satan's throne is, Rev. 2:13 

The above list claims by no means to 
be exhaustive. 
319 E. Blue Starr, Claremore, Ok. 74017 
l.._.._..._~.._.... ........ ....,.......,. . .....,.......,...~-----, 
\ PEWS . . . New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
r Write or ca ll for f ree estimate. ~ 

1 BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. r 
J JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 J 
1 Waco, TX 76705 817-799·5926 ~ 
................... .._ ............................. _.. .................... .._... . .._......_....._........~ 

BlUE CROSS-BlUE SHIElD 
GROUP HEAlTH PlAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non·profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 
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Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

OCC HOSTS " HELPING FAMILIES 
IN CRISES" SEMINAR 

Oklahoma Christian College wi ll be 
the location for a unique intensive 
seminar on "Helping Families in Crises," 
july 19-20. 

and Counseling at OCC. McMillon has 
been in private practice for 9 years as a 
marriage, fami ly and personal counselor. 
Other facu lty include Joy McMillon, 
James Cai l, Mabelle Collins, and Arl is 
Wood. 

A wide range of crucial famil y issues 
will be discussed. Major topics include: 
"Recogn izing and Solving Family Prob
lems," "Crises in the Family Life Con
tinuum," "Understanding Physical, Emo
tional and Sexual Abuse of Children," 
"Alcohol and Its Effects On Families," 
"Divorce and Its Effects On Families," 
" Hand ling Death and Loss," "Manage
ment of Children' s Behavior," " Un
derstanding Adolescent Needs and 
Behavior," " Teaching Morality to Chil
dren," and "Developing Healthy Sexual 
Attitudes in the Family." 

The seminar faculty is headed by l ynn 
A. McMillon, Ph.D., Professor of Bible 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition- Approved for Veterans 

Beneflt.B 
contact 

The Director-3728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

I 
I 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast S(hool of Bibli(al Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeam to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A. App1·ov ed" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fuvther 
information-eon tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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T.V. DEBATE ON BAPTISM 
AND SALVATION 

On four Sunday evenings this summer 
the john Ankerberg television show will 
feature a debaie on whether or not the 
scriptures teach that baptism is neces
sary for salvation. Beginning on june 
27th, the programs wi ll be shown on 
consecutive Sundays through july 18th. 
The series wi ll be broadcast on the 
CBN Satellite Network at 10:30 EDT. 
local listings should be consu lted. 

An audience of about 1800 peop le 
attended the video taping sessions in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee's Memorial Au
ditorium. 

Chattanooga is headquarters for John 
Ankerberg's te levision ministry. Mr. 
Ankerberg is an evangelical Baptist who 
has developed a religious television 
program with a format similar to the 
popular Phil Donahue Show. When he 
began receiving considerab le nation
wide response from members of church
es of Ch rist challenging his views on 
salva ti on. Mr. Ankerberg decided that 
the issue wou ld make an interesting 
television series. 

Mr. Ankerberg invited Dr. James 
Bjornstad, a Bible professor from Phila
delphia and David Kingdon, a Baptist 
minister from England, to represent the 
view that baptism is not essential to sal
vation. He invited Jerry jones and jimmy 
Allen, Bible professors from Harding 
University, to affirm the view that the 
scriptures teach that baptism is essential 
to salvation. 

YOSEMITE 
SINGING 
SEMINAR 
Yosemite 

Bible Camp 
July 19-24, 1982 

TEACHERS: 

HOLLAND BORING, SR. 
HOLLAND BOR ING, JR. 

CECIL PRICE 
DAVID SLATER 

COST $75.00 

Phone 209-683-7006 

OAKHURST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
50869 Rd. 632 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

PHONE OR WRIT£ TODAY! 

Priceless opportunities were given to 
contrast truth w ith error before a poten
tial television audience of 40 million 
viewers. jerry Jones and Jimmy Allen 
presented the total gospel message of 

grace, faith, confession, repentance and 
baptism in a clear and beautiful man-
ner. Eddie Hendrix 
5421 Ringgold Rd., Chattanooga, Tn. 
37412 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 

Evansville, Indiana 4 7711 (812-4 77 -5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1·502·821·3544. 

NOW READY! 

Where the 

Saints Meet 

1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetica l order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list avai lable. 

Congregations in foreign cou ntries, especially in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated with each reprinting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET-

THE CASE FOR TEACHING CREATION. 
A. j . Hoover. College Press. 84 p. 
$2.95 

Here is a good short course in the 
controversial field of what shall we teach 
regarding beginnings. Possibilities are 
reviewed. A strong case is made for the 
Creation Model. Objections to teaching 
creation are stud ied and refuted, and a 
documented -conclusion is drawn that 
Evolution has become the religion of a 
hedonist ic work. A good book. 

TO KNOW HIM BETIER. Randy Becton. 
Caring. 109 p. $2.00 

Scores of single-page essays designed 
to communicate hope and comfort. Each 
is introduced by a verse of Scripture. 
Bright little thoughts that stimulate and 
inspire. 

SEARCHING FOR REAL CHRISTIANITY. 
Ted Cline. Privately pub. 95 p. $2.50 

A thirteen chapter study of non
denominational Christianity especially 
designed for the younger, searching gen
eration. An excel lent work to hand to a 
friend whom you wish to consider 
jesus Christ. 

THE FAITH THAT OVERCOMES. Chester 
Estes. Privately Published. 110 p. 
$6.00 

The autobiography of a man who wil l 
soon reach his 80th birthday, having 
been married more than 60 years. His 
story relates life as it was lived in Ala
bama, Miss issippi and Tennessee-in the 
community and in the church- during 
the century about to close. 

When sending a book for review Jn these 
columns please be sure to include the price. 

All books re\' lewed here may be purchased from 
tho Firm Foundation Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less; 10o/o on orders over $10.00. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a lis t oC new subscrlp· 
lions to tho Firm Foundation, please be 
aure each has t ho proper Zip Code number 
a.Cter the city and state. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn t o win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evangc· 
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

BRISTOL ROAD SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Henson 

1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 48507 
Phone (313) 238-1011 

• Two-Year Program 
• Four-Day Week 

(30 hours in classroom) 
• Tuition Free 
• VA Approved 
• Sound Bible Teaching 
• Qualified Instructors 
• Emphasis on Soul-Winning 

• Campaigns 
• Two-Year Program for Women 
• Aggressive Congrega tion 
• Ideally Located in a Mission Area 
• At the Doorstep of Canada 
• Operating S ince 1970 
• Located near Valley Christian 

Academy (grades K-8) 

What are your plans for 1982-83? 

Why not write for an application to our two-year program 
of preacher training? Make your plans now for a lifetime of 
service to the Master. 

FALL SESSIONS BEGIN: SEPT. 7 and NOV. 16 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: MARSHALL HENSON, DIRECTOR 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for P1·eachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and D eacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

CHI"IU;HES OF CIIIIIST-
ST ·' T•: o•· c;."L••·on~ •~' 

If you ha~·en't checked with us-you may be paying roo much 
for your insurance.'.'! 
We will provide quotes for: A II types of church property and 
liability, buses, worker's compensation, both regular and 
don_ated labor. Whatever your need. 

Additional programs for, health, dental, life, pensions, either 
on a group or individual basis. 

For more in forma tion either call or write: 

JACK R. PETRIE 
REDWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY 

P.O. Box 1009 
206 Sacramento Street - Suite 202 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(916) 265·3226 
or 

(916) 265-3328 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Ad,·crtisinll' in this section $1.50 p er line. Des i~rned especially to accommodate con~rre~rations 

ndvcrti.sinll' meetinll' places, preachers seekinll' work or con~rre~rationa seekinll' preachers. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

DEAR VALLEY CllURCH OF CHRIST 
SCUOOL OF DIDLICAL ST UDIES 

Prcaching-.Persono.l Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

" approved !or Veteran's t rain in g" 
Leon ard M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986·5800, 2707 So. Lnma r, Denver, Co 80227 
FOllT HOOU - lClLLEEN, 'l'EXA.S 

tio uth s ld e Ch u rch o! C h r ist 1505 S. Trim· 
ml e r Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634·6012. S u n. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
l'.l\I., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKinVOOD C HURCJI OF CHRIST 

455 S o . You n g tl eld Ct. 
T e l e. : 988-1 024 

See Yello w Pages For Ser v ice Times 
Translation for Dear. Terry Cartwright, m inister 

ATTENTION MICHELIN EMPLOYEES 
A new Michelin plant is soon to open in Waterville, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. This could be your 'open door· 
to work with the small, but active, church in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia. For more information contact Brian 
Garnett, 364 Aldershot Rd., Kentville, Nova Scotia, 
Canada B4N 2Z9 (902-676·1168). 
CHA'l 'HAll, N. J .. Fairmount a nd S o uthern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201 - 635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - A.NCllORAGEl C HURCH OF 
CHIUS'l' , 2700 D e Barr Rd. W ill contact 
rela t ives o r friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Rnndoh>h, Box 31 4. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-57 19. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Ple n • nnfon, Cnlltornln 94:>00 
J a mes W. FcrJl: uson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSH IP ON I SLAND OF KAUA I, 
HAWAII. Ph. ( 808) 822-1960 pr Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H nunnla Ra., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS AN GELES. CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CH UR CH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover S treets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10:50 A.M. & 

G:OO P.M. 
Minis ters: Lewis Frisby, 7 14-622-2586; 

------:-i:P,:a;:u:;,I,.:H;:.::" I'Per, 4 73-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Chr ist. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

1\fac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, 1\fAINE-241 Center S t .. V.F.W. Hail. 
Sunday classes. 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539. or 866-4383. Vlail.oTB Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
E\'ANSV ILI,JJ:, JNO., :!:!0:> E. Jlfor,::nn Ave, 
u.~. 4~0 En .. t 011JIONIIe 1{-l\fnrt. orne .. 47'7-
5:!71. lluhby 'Vnde, l\tln . 470-4050. 

WHEN YOU V ISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stny in n Ch rist inn home. Reasonable rates. For 
more in for mation call 6 16-966-9622 o r write Rober t 
F. Grahnm at 312 Dellf ield Rd.. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT : NOHTII ERN CA LIFORN IA. 
Sierra Chilrlrrn's H ome is r urrcnt1y hiring- child 
rare stnrr. (Christian rouples. ) Good pay <tnd hene
fits . Ir interested , rontact Steve Bergman . Execu
tive Directo r . nl P.O. Box 597, V<tcaville . GA 95688 , 
or rnll 707/448-3557. " 
RELIGIOUS BOO;::I;:,(';;S-;:B"'O""U=G"'H"'T"".-.' '"'V-ay_n_e---cS:;-te:--p,-h-en-s, 
P.O. Box 285. Shaw nee. Oklahoma 74801. 
VU~IA. AlliZ., 051 W. :!Sih St. Sunday_: 

10. 11 a.m. & 6 :30 p. m . Ph. 344- 3 750 
I'T'f'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N . " E." 
St. Sundny 9:30 & 10: 30 nnd 6:00 P .M. W P<I. 7 :00 
P .M. Cnll 883·251i0 or W. P. J o lly. Min . 79fi-231t. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 o r 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winn ipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a ci ty of 500,000 and only one sis te r congrega
tion, is seeking a fu ll· time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person wi th leadership 
qualit ies and a d esire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Ch rist. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Mani toba. Canada R3G2B7. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 High land, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may jo in our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many sub jects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 

WE R EBIND CH ERIS H ED BIBLES-write for free 
lca~er snm11lea and prices. Bible Uindery, Box 2485, 
Abtlene, Texas 79604. 
MIN ISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
tere~ted, or can help finan cially, write: Church of 
Chrtst, P.O. Box 372, Marquelle, Ml 49855 or ph 
906-249-3097. . 

CHURCH OF ClllUST IN HOLLYWOOD 
GOO N. Rossmore \nt Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Su nday: Classes OAM Worsh ip 11 AM G PM 

Ministers : Robert Blnir and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

DESPERATE NEED 
Newly establ ished congregation in lubbock a rea in 
need of used church pews, please call Allen Green 
at 806-793-2025 o r Gera ld Parker at 806-866-9636. 

VISITING MEXICO CITY! 
Worship wi th the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 a.m. Call 53 1·6745 for inlo or transportation. Or 
call 596-2701. Spanish language services 10·30 AM 
Call 691-3363. ' · · · 
Rristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just o il 
1-81 be tween Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers. Minister. 
Buses for sale and locator service. Greyhound travel 
buses and schoolbuses. 8 years experience. Fort Worth 
817/293-9456. 
PREACHER WANTED: growing congregation of about 
6S seeks a well-educated minister for full·t ime work. 
Housing/utility allowance and modest salary. Send 
resume to W. McDaniel, Boca Delray Church or 
Christ, 602 Bluebird Dr., Delray Beach, Fl 33444. 
Minister avai lable September 4, 1982. Th irty-one years 
old.. married, no child ren, experie nced and sound. 
Wh1 tes f e rry Road School of Preaching graduate. 
Resume, references, and picture furn ished. Ted Reed, 
~ ~J16~~J~:~6~9'6~ Ct., Belton, MO 64012. Telephone: 

Church of Christ, Blull Dale. In need of a fullt ime 
preacher. Call 817·635·4365 o r write A. N. Smith, 
Box 242, Tolar, Tex. 76476. 
Minis te r ne.eded at Benicia, CA. Prefer a family man 
wllh expenence, good at personal work will ing to 
speak only where the Bible speaks. Send resume with 
taped sermon to Hayes O render, 390 West "I" St. 
Benicia, CA 94510. (707) 745-2976. ' 
Seeking work with active congregation as preacher. 
Have B.A. and M.A. from A.C.U. in Bible. Twenty-three 
years preach ing experience. Contact Walter Swain at 
(714) 571 · 6261 o r 273-5140. Write to 6636 Rockglen 
Avenue, San Diego,:,C::;a~·:..,9;.:2:,.:1:,;1,c.1.:,.· ===--------

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Honolulu, Hawaii is in need 
of a full t ime preacher-minis ter. They a re able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary and a re wi ll ing to 
bear the expense of moving items or necessi ty. They 
would rrefer having someone who has had several 
years o experience as a preacher in a multi-ethnic en
vironment. Individuals interested in working in a dif
ficult b ut rewarding area please send a current resume, 
a tape of a recen t sermon and a family picture to the 
elders of: Church or Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawa ii 96822. 
Wanted: Mature, full t ime preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congrega tion. Prefer (but 
not essential) bi- lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and reti red 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furnished 3 bedroom apartment with uti li ties allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Ch rist; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 
Experienced , sound, mature preacher available. Has 
partial supp ort. Call 913/842-6550. 
-cooD NEWS FOR CONVALESCENT HOMES 
SEE and HEAR the best preachers and teachers-IN 
YOUR OWN ROOM-through low-cost video tapes. 
Write for details and catalog. Christian Video Service, 
Box 4 174, l ancaster, CA 93539 (805 942-4459). 

APPLI CATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME fOR HOUSEPARENTS and other typ e emp loyees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OHlER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND Wlf[ ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS· 
SESS SKI LLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHAN ICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTifiCATION. ETC. WOMEN APPLI 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS. SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT fiLING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING. OR 
COM PUTER AND MAI LROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIM PSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) o r 
589-2236 (night / weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
VISITING '82 WOR LD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 35 
miles from fai r site- Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evcning Worsh ip 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM- AII times EDT- Exi t 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxville - Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.- phone 615·376·9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

SONG LEADER, TEACHER, PERSONAL WORKER 
NEEDED. 

Population 25,000, Jr. College, Church here can fur
nish moving expense, house and ut il ities. Also we will 
help you secure additional support. For further infor
mation, contact Buddy Cogburn, Route 3, lola, Kansas, 
66749. Call 1-316-365-6427 o r 2977. 
Pews available November 1 . 53 pews, 15' long. 1 pew, 
9' 9". 26 pews, 24' long, in 12' sections. All wi th re
movable 2" pads and bookracks. Two pulpit pews, 4Y, • 
long. 1 communion table and 1 sound system control 
cabinet. All in blond finish. For inquiries, please 
contact or call 817/ 692-0032. 
FOR SALE: S 5. 00 go I d coi n"'s,--=d-a t:-e-:d-..,.18"'8""1-, -1'"'8'0'8.,..2,-1""89-7, 
1900, 1905-extra fine condit ion, either S17S.OQ-all 
5850.00; 520.00 gold coins, dated 1914, 1924, e ither 
$590.00, both $1160.00. Old silver dollars, dated 1879, 
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 67. 68, 89, 90, 91, 92, 96, 97, 99 
1900, 01, 02, 04, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26-either S1s.oa-: 
all 24 S345.00. Postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed. Have 
lots of o ld coins-wan t to sell. Retired Postmaster. 
Reference: Bank of Sharon, Church of Ch rist, R. W. 
Simmons, Sh aron, TN. 38255-PH. 901-456-2656. 
MICHIGAN CITY, IN HOM ECOMING, Sunday July 16. 
Former preachers speaking: Olan Hicks, Bill 'Maynard, 
lester Kamp, Stanley Davis. Ali-day ac tivit ies planned. 
Gospel meeting follows on j uly 21·25. Featured speak
ers are: lloyd Porter, B. T. Marlin, Bob Ekman, Dan 
Schnell, & Charles Barrington. 7:00 p .m., nightly. 
Church address is 116 Shady l ane, Michigan City, IN 
46360 (219) 872-0193. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
rcaaonnblo price. Send fo r information a nd free 
sample directory. Spangle r Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 17 10, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 886-5776. 
\ Vn s hlngton, D.C. a.rea- 20 minutes from 
ou r na lion' s capital, Church ot Christ. 111 
8ast Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vlrglnla 
2 2301, ph o n e (703) 836 - 3083 o r 971-4147, 
Mark N. Hlcks, Evangelist. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACC~O~~:-;~;,M::;O::-:D::-A::-::T;-:1 :=-cON~S--
Completely furn ished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home SSO, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservat ions (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921 . 
PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 p ews, 10 fl. long for 
sale. These pews are solid oak and in very good con
d ition. They have pads for the seats. We are asking 
15.00 dollars per foot, or call and make an ofler. 
Included in the p rice will be a podiu m, communion 
table, and 2 small pews for stage area. Contact the 
Clayton Church of Ch rist: call 1-505-374·2722 or 
1-505·374·2754 o r wri te to P.O. Box 98, Clayton, New 
Mexico 00415. 
Semi· retired preacher available: 38 years preach ing; 
experienced '" Teaching in School of Evangelism; 
radio; t.v. work. Now editing, writing and orinting 
monthly paper (The Christian Sentinel) meelirogs etc. 
\Vile needs a drier climate (asthma). Both are very 
active. (205-465-2680) or (817-481-3197). 

INVESTIGATE! The F inn Fonndntlon 
trlea to Bcreen ndvertlRing, nnd will not 
lcnowlngly tnke quea tlonn.ble nd"er11•1n,::. 
nut It I" the render'a re,J>ODBiblll ty to ln
\ 'C8tlgute. L ike nny o Uter pRJlCr, we some
times mnvlttln,::ly rnn nn unwor thy nd. 
A.JI the old IIR)"Iug goca, b e fore you ln,·c .. t . 
tn , ·c,.th:nte! 

WBS NIGERIA- RALPH PERRY 
Nigerian preachers are ready to go to 

central and northern Nigeria as mis
sionaries for two to five years. Nigerian 
churches have shown posi tive interest in 
sending them. World Bible School has 
created a plenlious harves t. 

Nigerian churches need help to send 
not less than ten evangelists to work 
full time in the no rth in reaping the 
harvest. One church sent thei r preacher 
to Born o State for 6 weeks. He reaped a 
harvest of nine in a strong Musl im area. 
O ne is a prominent business man. The 
preacher is now ready to return to the 
north as a missionary. 

I have sent men to Bo rno and Con
ga la temporarily out of my work funds. 
They need to stay there and others 
go. This is a desperate need. 

Here is your opportunity to send 
laborers to reap the ripe harvest ere' i t 
is lost. Contact Mission Committee, 
Chisholm Hills Church of Christ, 2810 
Chisholm Road, Florence, Alabama 
35630, 205-764-0104, or Ralph Perry, 
Box 111 3, Beamsville, Ontario, Canada, 
Wor lBO, 41 6-563-4192. 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
msp1nng. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2 @ S8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10% . (T exas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name _________ _ __________________ _ 

Address ___________________________ _ 

City _________ ________ ,State _____ ___..L.ip ___ _ _ 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA BIBLE SCHOOL'S RECORD-BREAKING 
1982 FIRST-YEAR. CLASS. Enrolled in January, the sixteen~ 
member class of frrst-year stude nts broke two records. It is the 
l arge~t ever first _year class for the 18-year old school, and is 
the f1rst class to mdude a Black South African. It also hdped 
set the school's a ll-time highest enrollment. Pictured above 
students are, left to right, Back Row: Simon Magagu la, Kevin 
H?lco.mbe, Dav.id Kasselmen! Dav.id Bodington, Harry Cadle, 
V1c T1ckner, Enc Bowe n, Bnan l1ste r, Steve Richards. Front 
R~w: Diane. Horwitz, Kathy Houzet, Penny Watson, Jillian 
M1lle r, Mernll van der Spuy, Gail Chambe rs, Delyse Gardner. 
For more info rmation on this work, contact Joe F. Watson 
821 North Duck, Stillwater, O klahoma 74074. ' 

Austin, Texas,JuiY':2e;-i982 
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Are We Ready for a Challenge? 

It could be that the sp iritual depression has bot
tomed out. There are signs everywhere of an awakening. 
This does not mean a return to the estab lished churches. 
We doubt that that will happen. But it does herald are
vival of interest in jesus Christ and in his plan for so lving 
the bankruptcy of the sou l. 

The latest Gallup poll deals with the depth of con 
viction manifested by the new surge of spiritual fervor. 
According to George Gallup, Jr., most people do not 
give religion top priority. Faith has not taken root in 
daily living and the whole upsurge of religious fervor 
is weighed in the balances and found wanting. Only 
12% of church goers are highly committed. The weak
ness of the poll , we believe, lies in the fact that it looks 
at faith through the organized church. We do not be
lieve there will be a revival among the organized 
churches. If revival comes, it will come as a grass- roots 
movement. 

Americans have fallen victim to false prophets to the 
degree that they have almost totally lost confidence in 
organized religion. The unreasonable claims made by 
popular Evangelists, and the modus-operendi of the av
erage church, is such that constituents feel themselves 
to have been " taken" for selfish and institutional pur
poses. We believe that the general rebellion against 
churchanity is justified. 

Religious statistics bear out the above observation. A 
few zealous, evangelistic bodies are grow ing slow ly, but 
the major denominations are shrinking rapidly. The 
United Methodist church has lost 15,421 congregations 
and 1,300,000 members since World War II. The Epis
copal church has lost 489 congregations and 600,000 
members Our own losses have been in the same pro
portion, largely because we have lost our evangelistic 
zeal. 

We have turned from aggressive evangelism to a 
church house building spree that has consumed our 
wealth and our energies for the last third of a century. 
We have given our attention to self-centered and self
sati sfying programs. The resu lt is that we have lost our 
direction and are spending our energies fighting among 
ourse lves. While preacher recruitment and training have 
been greatly increased, the preacher-drop-out rate has 
increased even more. We have destroyed the office of 
the evangelist. 

The groups that are growing are those which have 
for the most part abandoned denominational affi liation 
and struck out on an independent, back-to-the-Bible 
course. The wisdom of congregational autonomy is 
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manifesting itself in denomination after denomination as 
the struggle goes on over who owns the church prop
erty when a group wants to pull out. Listening audiences 
to What-Does-The-Bible-Say type radio and television 
programs show a marked increase. 

The time is ripe for the p lea that churches of Christ 
have been making for the past century and a half. The 
simple gospel appeals as it has seldom done before. We 
have the means for proclaiming it. People are hungry 
for it. Let's turn our attention away f rom ourselves and 
toward a lost world. 

The unity of the faith is the common response of the 
people. to a common Savior, and the emulation of a 
common life patterned after his. It is a unity that does 
not suppress individual conviction gained from a com
mon source. The Bible does not smother individual per
ception in a blanket of sectarian smoke. Sometimes we 
do. Like the blending cords of a great oratorio, Biblical 
faith makes use of every individual's pecu liar charac
teristics and talents, as well as his peculiar interpretation 
of the Scripture he studies, and blends them into an 
anthem of praise. Each wa lks in the light as he under
stands it. We do not goose-step to a buck sergeant's 
command. 

A to lerance born not of compromise but of pat ience 
could produce a giant step toward unity among us. It 
cou ld also open hearts to the gospel that may be other
wise unapproachable in our present mood and with our 
present tactics. Marking and branding is not a luxury 
we can indu lge ourselves in. Preaching the gospel is. 

Over the years there has been a gradual transforma
tion, from a sincere and scholarly approach to the text 
itself and an urging that all people follow it to the best 
of their individual understanding, to an increasingly 
negative and defensive stance. We have become re
actionary to the point of obnoxiousness. Positive proc
lamation has in too many instances been replaced with 
witch-hunting and the criticism of what others among 
us are. doing. We have narrowed our own theological 
options until we have atomized our opportunities. 

It is time for a return of the true unity of the spirit and 
the bond of peace. The lion and the lamb will lie down 
together when men beat their swords into plowshares. 
A lost world is anxiously waiting for an example of the 
unity we preach. Here is a worthy challenge if we were 
ready for it. 
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Assembly-Line Christians 
J . J . T URNER 

One of the most inspiring accounts of conversion in the 
New Testament is the teaching and baptiz ing of th e Eth iopian 
Eunuch by Philip. The book of Acts reveals that after his 
baptism " he went on his way rejoicing" (8:39). W hy all this 
rejoicing? His sins were forgiven and he was a free man in 
Christ! He was on his way back home with the Good News 
of Christ. 

I have often wondered what it must have been l ike when 
the Eunuch reached his homeland and began to share the 
news of his conversion. How was he able to make it as a 
one-of-a-kind person in a " hostil e" environment? How was 
he ab le to grow without a spiritual straightjacket being placed 
upon him by the brethren to keep him on the "straight and 
narrow"? How could he have succeeded w ithout proper regi
mentation of his daily life and the practice of a checklist 
religion? 

Becoming a Christian means that a new relationship has 
been established between God and man. The child of God 
has become a new creature in Christ; he is a disciple (learner) 
who is in the process of deve loping his un ique abil ities in 
Christ. This, accord ing to the Hebrew writer, takes time. New 
Christ ians, accord ing to Peter, are " babes in Christ," and 
need a special diet an d care from th e mature members of the 
Body. 

Just as in physical growth, there are no shortcuts to spiritual 
maturity, as some of our brethren are tryin g to bring about in 
some congregations. In fact, to hear some talk, and read their 
writings, you are led to beli eve that producing mature Chris
tians is possible through an assembly line approach in dis
cipling: i .e., put every new Christian through the same pro
gram, demanding identical activities from each one, etc., and 
you have a sure method for the new convert to grow by. 

I believe the assembly line approach to making disciples 
is contrary to the tenor of the New Testament's teaching on 
Christian growth. Such an approach sets up unnecesssary hur
dles for the new Christian to " jump." In some cases it is no 
more than just another form of legalism, w hich can squeeze 
the very joy and ind ividuality out of the Christ ian l ife. Any 
system that produces one standard model of "good, ortho
dox, properly behaving, do the sa me thing, only way to 
please God" approach to Christian growth, is not a posi tion 
that is in harmony w ith the New Testament Epistles. 

The straitjacket approach to Christi an living is not bibl ical. 
Definite boundaries are placed on one's life by the Scriptu res, 
but, within the limits, the Christian has the latitude to grow 
and develop his own uniqueness. No one has a right to bind 
upon God's servants any other approach to living. 

The assembly line approach to Christian growth denies the 
possib ilities Jesus spoke about, when he said : " I have many 
things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now." Some 
brethren teach today that a new convert must be ready to do 
everything they are to ld to do; there is no room for growth 
or better understanding. If you are converted, you must do 
it now. 

The assembly line approach to growth makes a workaholic 
out of the child of God w ho is dead to the law by the Body of 
Christ. He is placed in to a system which demands that he do a 
" 101 " things in o rder to prove his faithfulness to th e Lord. If 

he ever finds himself w i th any free time on his hands, he 
fee ls gu ilty. He must always be moving and doing. He dare 
not try to follow the example of Jesus and the disciples in 
Mark 6:31, where Jesus said, " . .. come away yourselves ... 
and rest a while." A workahol ic is in bondage. He works out 
of duty instead of joy and love. He always wonders if he is 
doing enough to maintain God's favor. 

Another problem I see w ith the assem bly l ine method of 
so-called spiri tual growth , is the overemphasis it places on 
intellectualism. It leaves the impression that the one who 
knows the most is th e most spiritual. This is the same prob
lem the Gnostics had, as th ey sought to encourage others 
on to a " higher knowledge" w hich would bring salvation. 
Bible doctrine is essential for growth, but its meaning be
comes rea l in the life of a Christian. as he " studies to show 
himself approved unto God," and praye rfully applies it to 
his life as a " doer of the word." Growth in knowledge does 
not signify maturity in and of itself; maturity comes when 
your faith is tested and you pass the test through the power 
gained from God's word . As a doer of the word I have as 
much right to determine how I w ill use it in my li fe as any
one else. And who is to say th at my application, to my unique 
si tuation, isn't the right one? 

Any approach to Bible study, and application of the truths 
gained, that uses it as a sledge hammer to beat others into 
conformity is wrong. A good example of this is how some 
use Romans 14:21: " It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to 
drink w ine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or 
is offended, or is made weak." This verse is used to goad new 
Christians into conformity. They are told that they must at
tend . . .. ; or not do this; be sure to take time for this; don' t 
wear this, etc., because i f they fa il it may offend a weaker 
brother. W hen you take time to check on who is rea lly of
fended, it is not the weaker brother but the stronger brother 
who is offended and ra ises objections. And on it goes! 

James reminds us of the w rong of trying to judge and 
censor one another in the church. " There is one lawgiver, 
who is able to save and destroy: w ho are thou that judgest 
another?" W hen a brother seeks to impose a list of " thou 
shal ts" and " thou shalt nots" upon another, that are not 
contained in th e Biblical text, he is in serious trouble wi th 
God. It is wrong to reject th e commandments of God in order 
to keep your own traditions. The Lord has not called us to 
produce spiritual job descriptions for one another so that we 
w ill be able to know when to pray, study, vis it, etc. A ll of 
these things are good and wi ll probably be present in one 
form or another in every Christian's life as he grows in 
Christ; th ey emerge slowly through maturity and should not 
be imposed artificia lly. 

The answer to th e assmbly l ine approach to discipleship 
is elders and evangelists doing th e work assigned to them 
by God. As these men follow the Bible as well as show by 
their l ifestyle, new Christians w ill be led into the " fullness of 
Christ." There are no shortcuts. It takes time! If you doubt 
this statement, take your Bible and read th e accounts of how 
long and hard it was for men li ke Peter to mature in Christ. 
Let's be patient w ith God's chi ldren ! 
13852 Newland Street, Garden Grove, Ca. 92644 
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Churches Grow in Love and Patience 
DALE L. RHODES 

The statisticians tell us that between 1945 and 1965 the 
church of Christ was one of the fastest growing, if not the 
fastest growing, religious groups in the United States. That 
growth does not characterize the church today. Our growth 
rate is very close to zero. That is, we are merely staying even 
as far as total members are concerned. At the same time, the 
population of the U.S. is increasing at the rate of between 
10 and 13 percent each decade. In actuality that is a negative 
growth rate for the church in America. Where has the church 
failed? How can the church again become a vibrant, growing 
force for Christ? · 

Many times we attempt to answer the question about 
failure by simply "passing the buck." After all it is much 
easier to face a situation if you don't have to take the blame 
for it. The teachers blame the preachers, the preachers blame 
the elders, the elders blame the teachers and we all secretly 
know that if the deacons had been doing their jobs none of 
this would have happened. We often make jokes about this, 
but the truth is that there has been a critical failure at every 
level. Yes, the church leaders failed by allowing false pre
cepts and slothfulness to invade the thinking of the members. 
But there can be no leaders without followers. The individual 
members have failed by following concepts and allowing 
practices to be introduced that are in conflict with the teach
ings of the scriptures. 

Although there are many causes for the condition of the 
church today, at least two changes in the attitude of Chris
tians can be seen as contributing a great deal to our position. 
First, many of us have ceased to heed the admonition of the 
first fifteen verses of Ephesians 4. Many no longer "speak the 
truth in love," rather too often "love" is being used as an 
excuse to fail to speak the whole truth. There is an overall 
lack of commitment on the part of many people. Those of us 
who were brought up during the fifties and sixties know 
that the members of the church had the reputation of being 
Bible studiers and Bible believers. The Bible was their chief 
tool and they were well acquainted with its use. They were 
not afraid to defend their faith and to preach the gospel. 
Many were accused of being rather blunt but then couldn't 
the same be said for Jesus when we read the account of 
Matthew 23:77ff? Many times it takes the blunt truth to 
make us realize the error we have embraced. 

In these enlightened times we are afraid of telling people 
that they are lost for fear of hurting their feelings. But is it 
not better to hurt their feelings and cause them to examine 
the scriptures than to let them continue contentedly in their 
present way and be lost for an eternity? Using love as an 
excuse many fail to condemn ungodly practices when the 
course of true love and Christianity would lead to denuncia
tion of sin in the hopes of winning the soul. We must be 
committed to the fact that without Christ we are lost and 
that the only way we can have Christ is to follow his will as 
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stated in the scriptures. There are no substitutes and there 
are no easy ways out. 

The other attitude of the Christians today which works 
against the growth of the church and is indirectly a contributor 
to the one just discussed is impatience. In this hustle-bustle 
world we would like for everything to meet our own per
sonal time requirements and fit within our schedule. We are 
used to doing everything with speed and we are impatient 
with those who can't see the truths immediately as we pre
sent them. This is especially evident in the area of personal 
evangelism. The prevailing school of thought in much of the 
brotherhood today seems to be the salesman philosophy. Beat 
on their door; give them three or four hours of concentrated 
and pressured packed Bible study; convince them on two or 
three major points and then take them to the baptistry. 
Certainly, there can be no denying that there have been some 
results from these methods, there is also an alarming dropout 
rate. The basic reason must be that although these people 
were convinced, they were not converted; they had failed to 
make the commitment necessary to carry them through the 
Christian life. The commitment made in three hours can be 
broken in three hours. 

It has even been said that every conversion in the Bible 
was a "one-shot" study or one sermon conversion. However, 
an examination of the scriptures will deny that statement. 
The day of pentecost conversions were the result of three 
years of jesus' life, a miracle, and then a sermon. The Philip
pian jailer witnessed a miracle before his conversion, and 
Saul saw Jesus before he was preached to by Ananias. A 
deeper look at the text will reveal that there were generally 
either miracles worked or a great deal of "groundwork" done 
before these people recognized what was necessary for their 
salvation and responded to the mesasge of the gospel. Since 
we can no longer work the miracles we are left with laying a 
foundation upon which to build a committed life. 

For some people with a very religious denominational 
backgmund one or two studies might be sufficient for them 
to realize that a change of direction is necessary. But for 
others who have had no real religious conviction, and that in
cludes many in the denominational world, patience is the 

· key to winning their souls to Christ. We must be willing to 
give of ourselves in order to gain a soul for the Lord. There 
are no easy, quick solutions. We must show them our com
mitment to the cause of Christ and let them know that Christ 
expects them to have the same desire and love for him. 

The church of Christ has been given a commission. If that 
commission is carried out the church cannot help but grow. 
This places a burden upon the shoulders of each of us as 
servants of Christ. This load can be borne only if we are 
committed to the successful completion of our task and have 
the patience to help others, and ourselves, see it through 
to the end. 

2613 18th Ave. N., Ft. Dodge, lA 50501 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 20, 1982 



Preaching-

Helping Others Choose Life 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

Sermon preparation brings labor pains even modern medi
cine is helpless to soothe. Most of the time I have enough 
inspiration and things I just have to share for six sermons. 
But every once in a while it seems I've hardly recovered from 
Sunday's blow until I'm knocked to my knees by another 
first day of the week. The birth of two sermons a week can 
be an experience that drains the soul. 

I sympathize with cooks who are faced with menus for 
three square meals a day. No family, however, has an in
satiable hunger like sermon time. Feed it-and at once it 
screams to be fed again. 

So, here I am, Monday morning, cleaning my desk, shuf
fling paper and doing everything except working on Sunday's 
sermons. I'm thankful this doesn't happen often. But today, 
there's a whole Bible full of colorful, helpful material I could 
share and not a creative twinge anywhere in my body. Cer
tainly not my head. As I wander from the Mr. Coffee carafe 
to the water fountain and back to my desk, frustration drapes 
over me like a tongue-tied prophet's mantle. 

I know what you're thinking. You advise me to read the 
Bible more or plan a month's or year's sermons in advance. 
I do. I've read the same homiletics books you have. I also 
keep six fat files of good sermon ideas in a drawer next to 
my left elbow. But at times I'm still dry as a brontosaurus 
bone. 

When authors have this problem they call it writer's block. 
We preachers don't have a good, pithy phrase to describe 
our agony when sermon topics don't arrive on Monday 
morning. Or Tuesday morning. Or Wednesday morning. 
Or .•• 

On a trip back from the water fountain the dusty book 
titled "Snappy Sermon starters" catches my eye. Now, I'm not 
given to using other's outlines but it's looking snappier all 
the time. 

No! I've got to get hold of myself. Deliver me from these 
sermons everybody has preached. I rack my brain and ran
sack my sermon seed file. (My seeds are clips and slips from 
notes I took while reading the Bible or some other book.) 
Today, they look pretty dull. ' 1What is the Gospel?" is the 
heading of one idea. I see a scribbled outline under the title 
"More!" I have no idea what I was thinking when I threw 

those words on paper. I pull another idea from my sermon 
idea grabbag and it's titled 11Liberalism in the church." I 
probably wrote in one morning in a fever after reading a 
doom and gloom religious paper. Since I've recovered from 
the fever the seven points don't look so good. 11Gems from 
James" looked like a practical idea but after I wade through 
two pages of handwritten ideas I can hardly call any of my 
thoughts "gems." So, after wallowing about 100 scraps of 
paper around, I stuff the folder titled "Seed 1" right in front 
of the "Seed 2" folder and slam the drawer shut. More 
despair but no hint of a sermon. 

I remember Paul's words to Timothy. "Preach the word in 
season and out of season." One brother explained this meant 
something like, "Preach when you feel like it and when you 
don't." With these encouraging words bouncing around in 
the empty spaces of my mind I feel a kind of oneness with 
Timothy. Good old Timothy. Maybe he had some dry times, 
too. 

When nothing happens in a reasonable length of time, I 
leaf through my sure-fire, never-miss, inspiration file marked 
"letters, Personal" and find a small envelope with no re
turn address. I lift out the note which was composed by a 
poor typist (or a good typist under emotional stress) and 
read it. The short note transports me to holy ground. It says, 
"The Sunday morning message averted a suicide ... Themes
sage Sunday night convinced me that we can love and give 
love though love is not returned ... I will no doubt always 
remember those two messages that lengthened my life span." 

I have no idea who wrote it. I couldn't find out. For my 
purpose today I don't need to know. All I know is the en
couragement I get whenever I re-read it. 

So I grind out two more sermons. Even though they don't 
come easy. I know that person is out there-the one God's 
word helped as it stumbled out of my mouth one Sunday. 
And there are others like her who need the good news, too. 
Others with problems, needs and hurts to be lifted out of 
their despair. So, I'll preach this Sunday, God willing, and the 
next and the next. For God is helping me help others choose 
life in him. 

1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 72712 
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An Ancient Revelation 
ELMER L'ROY 

In Exodus 3:12, 13 {NIV) Moses said to the Lord, "You 
have been telling me, 1Lead these people,' but you have not 
let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I 
know you by name and you have found favor with me.' " 

Can you identify with Moses? Your work assignment in 
your home congregation may be as sparse of instructions as 
"Lead these people." You are assured the Lord will be with 
you as you tackle the job, but you feel so alone. You long
ingly wish you could only know what God has in mind and 
what he wants you to do. Like Moses, you pray, "Teach me 
your ways so I may know you, so that I may please you." 

The Lord talked "face to face" with Moses. How often 
you have wished for such an opportunity! You think that 
your life would be so much less complicated if your talks 
with the Lord were really conversations. Yet you have to be 
impressed that despite his singular closeness to the Lord, 
Moses still had problems. Talking face to face seems to be 
ideal, but the facts indicate that even this is not perfect. At 
least, you can take comfort in a greater blessing spoken on 
you. "You believed," said Jesus, "because you see me. Those 
people who believe without seeing me will be truly blessed" 
(John 20:29). 

Moses was staking the success of his mission, if indeed the 
Lord re-affirmed the covenant with Israel, on getting to 
know the Lord {Ex. 33:13). 

Individual Accountability Introduced 

This thought occurs to me: Moses was not only arguing 
with God in an attempt to save Israel from being utterly de
stroyed (Deut. 9:14), but he was also seeking a change in the 
basic relationship of God and the people of the covenant. 
God made the covenant with the nation (Ex. 19). The people 
broke the agreement (Ex. 32), and God threatened national 
punishment (destruction). The power of Moses' intercession 
saved Israel (Ex. 33:17). 

Had God indeed carried out his threat and raised up 
another nation from Moses with whom the covenant would 
be made, what then? The story could only repeat itself. At 
some future time the new nation would also sin, resulting 
in annihilation to satisfy the perfect justice of God. Would 
any nation ever stand? Many would have been judged and 
destroyed before Christ came. And every new beginning 
would have reflected against both the ability and honor of 
Jehovah before the unbelievers of the world. 

A significant change is indicated in Exodus 33:19b, "I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion." Individual 
accountability within the nation was introduced. The change 
made the system workable and stronger. The righteous rem
nant that is so ·important in the later history of Israel was 
provided for. 

"Show Me Your Glory" 
God has responded to Moses in Ex. 33:17 by saying, "I 

will do the very thing you have asked." Moses stood on 

6 [454] 

the threshold of successful intercession at that moment. He 
needed to know the future. He said to the Lord, "Now show 
me your glory." 

The Lord replied, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in 
front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your 
presence .... You cannot see my face, for no one may see 
me and live." (Ex. 33:19a, 20). 

Probably few believers have ever read these verses whose 
imagination. has not been fired by the thoughts of the 
dazzling brightness of God's person, his glory, goodness and 
beauty, the cleft in the rock, the covering of his hand, and 
the back of God. What anticipation! These thoughts produce 
a hand-clenching, white knuckles, front-edge-of-the seat ex
citement. 

It is so striking, however, that when God passed by, one 
migh~ feel the event was anticlimatic. Exodus 34:5, 6a says, 
"Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there 
with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord, and he passed 
in front of Moses, ... " (NIV) 

There is no description of the Presence of jehovah-his 
front or back-or of the dazzling light and glory of him. The 
voice of God frightened the people exceedingly when he 
spoke to them from Mt. Sinai. They cringed and begged 
Moses instead of the Lord to speak to them (Ex. 20:18). Surely, 
now, Moses will be petrified, but he wasn't. Is there a feeling 
of disapP.ointment for such an uneventful fulfillment? Tele
vision news has certainly conditioned us to expect the spec
tacular. 

A Surprise 
God passed in front of Moses. As he did he proclaimed 

his name. Can you imagine a breathless anticipation of an 
unequaled display of divine fireworks only to be met by a 
recitation of the names of God and of titles reflecting some 
of his attributes. A list of names! God is surprising, isn't he? 

Mark this. Regardless of what Moses saw or expected to see 
of the glory of God, what Moses heard was more impressive. 
He. heard the Lord proclaiming in his presence: 

The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty un
punished; he punishes the children and their children 
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth genera
tion. (Exodus 34:6, 7 NIV) 

There is sorl'!ething in what God said that deeply im
pressed Moses. He "bowed to the ground at once and 
worshiped." He prayed for himself and the people and asked 
the Lord to take Israel as his inheritance. What Moses heard 
that moved him to such wonder, reverence, and contrition 
is so astoundingly simple that we struggle to comprehend it. 
Moses learned that God is Love! 

2100 Marilyn Lane, Arlington, Texas 76010 
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How To Differ Without Dividing { 4) 
Last week's article presented the dis

tasteful ingredient of struggle as a nec
es~ary process in the pursuit of unity. 
Fa1lure to recognize and ·acknowledge 
struggle as an essential and legitimate 
factor in our quest for unity will surely 
doom most efforts to failure. 

Bu~ in ~ur attempt.s to bring .unity out 
of d1vers1ty, I surmase that chsunity is 
due not so much to our failure to under
stand a process as it is to our failure 
to "stand under'' a power. This failure 
to stand under the power has us stymied 
and splintering. 

Wnat is the power that holds such 
diverse elements together until the pro
cess. of struggle forges unity out of di
versaty and the Spirit of Christ brings 
the fulness of His personality? 

Ephesians, chapter 4, answers that 
question. Paul introduces the theme of 
unity with an impassioned plea: "I 
therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg 
you ... " Paul lays bare his heart and 
begs. "Live up to Jour calling" (v. 1). 
But his plea is base on something more 
substantial than a passing reference to 
his chains, or his use of the word "beg." 
Paul begins his plea for unity with the 
word "therefore," which causes the 
reader to look at what precedes the plea. 
And there it sits: 3:20 points to "the 
power at work within us" and to the 
One who, through that power, "is able 
to do far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think." God working in us is 
the basis upon which Paul makes his 
plea for unity. So Paul calls us first to the 
power, then to the plea. 

Further, in vv. 2-6 he delineates two 
essential elements of unicy. First, he 
speaks of the atmosphere of unity: 

... with all lowliness and meekness, 
~ith patience, forbearing one another 
m love, eager to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

w.2-3 
Second, he speaks of the basis of unity: 

There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God who 
is above all and through all and in all. 

w.4-6 
An~ in that order. Atmosphere first; 
bas1s second. Not that atmosphere is 
more important than basis, but that it is 
only in the atmosphere of unity that the 
bas1s of unity can effectively be pursued. 
Christian unaty will be qualitative before 
it is quantitative. Most division is 
fostered not by false doctrines but by 
foul dispositions. 

Christian unity exists only if both at
mosphere and basis are present. If either 
is absent, something less than Christian 
unity is the result. For example, not unity 
but union is the eventual outcome of re
ligious efforts that stress only atmo
sphere. Result? Relationship without 
substance. 

On the other hand, not unity but 
uniformity is the attempted outcome of 

JAMES S. WOODROOF 

religious efforts that stress only basis. 
Result? Substance without relationship. 
And the end result is discord and di
vision. 

Question: Which of these two (atmo
sphere or basis) has been more nearly 
the emphasis of the conservative ele
ment of the American restoration move
ment (the Churches of Christ) over the 
last 75 to 100 years? The candid ob
server will have to be aware that the em
phasis has been on the basis, not on the 
atmosphere, of unity. Then it is no 
wonder that we have been splitting and 
splintering as we have. Such a one-sided 
effort toward unity has not been ef
fective in maintaining unity among our
selves, and it never will be. Nor has our 
appeal to a divided religious world been 
received kindly or taken seriously be
cause they see that we are as divided as 
they, if not more so. In effect they are 
saymg to us, "We cannot hear what you 
say, for what you are thunders so loudly 
in our ears." If our efforts toward unity 
~mong ourselves ~nd our appeal to un
Ity among others IS to have any validity, 
we must supplement our present course 
to include a healthy emphasis on "low
liness and meekness, patience and for
bearance, and eagerness to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
In a word, we must implement agape 
love. Here, and here alone, is the power. 

Only through agape love could Gen
tiles be received as "fellow heirs, mem
bers of the same body (as Jews), and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel" (Eph. 3:6). But 
through love unity between those that 
were near and those that were far off" 
was realized in Christ Jesus (3:11). 

For this reason I bow my knees before 
the Father, from whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, 
that according to the riches of his 
glory he may grant you to be strength
ened with might through his Spirit in 
the inner man, and tnat Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may have the power to com
prehend with all the samts what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled with all the fulness of 
God. 

Eph. 3:14-19 
love is the glue that holds us to

gether (whether Jew or Greek, bond or 
free, male or female, black or white; 
both meat eaters and vegetarians; those 
on both sides of the war question, both 
sides of the divorce issue, and on the 
campus conflict, and all sides of so many 
other issues that have divided and are 
dividing those who in faith have been 
baptized into Christ). "Christ is all, and 
in all" (Col. 3:11). 

Love keeps us together while our 

rough edges are being smoothed and our 
extremes and idiosyncrasies are being 
mellowed. Lo.ve i~ the bridge to unity 
that spands d 1vers1ty and prizes oneness 
above s~meness, and regards unity 
above unaon. 

~ove. i~ not the best way to achieve 
unaty; 1t 1s the only way. Tying two cats 
together by their tails produces union 
but not u~ity. So it is with Christian~ 
who are t1ed together with externals 
only. S~ch product::s a type of union, but 
~ot unaty. True unaty requires our being 
taed together at the heart, both to God 
and to each other. 

We must be tied together at the heart 
to each other as members of the body 
Only then will we have the" same car~ 
for one another" (I Cor. 12:25b). And "If 
~:me member suffers, all suffer together; 
af one member is honored all rejoice 
together" (12:26). It is only when we 
are tied together with heart that we are 
able to "forbear one another in love" 
and be. ':~~ger to maintain the unity of 
the Sp1nt (Eph. 4:2-3). Unity is pro
moted by eagerness, not reluctance In 
all things, unity is promoted by love· for 
one aryother. Paul spells it out to the 
Coloss1ans: 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones 
holy and beloved, compassion kind~ 
~ess, lowliness, meekness, a~d pa
tience, forbearing one another and if 
one has a complaint against another 
forg!ving each other; as the Lord ha~ 
forg1ven you, so you also must forgive. 
And above all these put on love 
which binds everything together i~ 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which in
deed you were called in the one body. 

Col. 3:12-15 
But in the final analysis, at the very 

~attorn line, unity of the body (both phy
sacal and spiritual) exists not just because 
members are attached to each other 
(even at the heart), but because they are 
jointly attached to the head. Unity exists 
initially, ultimately and only because of 
the ~ead: If ~he ~ead of a body is "out 
of h1s ~md, unaty does not exist; but 
ra~her da~cord and self destruction pre
vaal. But af the head of the body is Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, then all the 
members of the body who are attached 
to him are able to "maintain the unity 
... in the bond of peace." 

This is our calling. Paul says, "Live up 
to your calling." This is our identity. 
Jesus says, "By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another" (Jn. 13:35). 

So we really do not have an option. 
Jesus calls us to unity through love. If we 
fail to heed, we will have renounced our 
calling and forfeited our identity as his 
disciples. It is high time the American 
restoration movement made a decision. 
Which shall it be? 

1001 W Loop S. College Station, TX. 
77840 
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Little Things 
A drop of water, a grain of sand; how 

apparently insignificant! Yet, without 
them there would be no earth. The 
pennies that make the nickles which in 
turn compose the dimes that rapidly 
hasten into and out of dollars; without 
the penny we would be poverty-stricken. 
Our world is the product of ever so 
many undeniably little things. But these 
are the things that count. 

Jesus and Little Things 
Jesus lingered on little things. Little 

Zacchaeus whose dwarfed stature caught 
the eye of the Master high in the syca
more tree. ~~suffer little children to come 
unto me ... ·for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven!" "Whosoever shall offend 
one of these little ones!" A lad with a 
few loaves and fishes at the hand of 
Jesus fed thousands. And Jesus used 
little things for the vivid visual aids from 
which to liken the approaching kingdom 
of God. A barn swallow, "the fowls of 
the air." A Jowly flower among the 
blades of grass, "Consider the lily of the 
field!" A single human hair-''The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered!" 
Just little things. 

The Mighty Little Things 
Some things, true enough, are "mighty 

little," to revert to the colloquial; but 
some things are ever so mighty! Words, 
little things, but fittingly or unfittingly 
spoken, oh, what potent power-for 
good or evil! A note to a person who is 
ill or a momentary phone call can il
luminate, can actually transform an en
tire day! Example, bit by bit all little 
things, but by them the world is super
ch:trged into the course it meticulously 
follows as parent to the child. 

Prayer, a little thing? At the other end 
the God of the entire universe is audi
ence to its oft wavering words. How 
then is it little? Yet not even the next 
door neighbor knows we are talking to 
him. An explosion could rock the entire 
downtown area; the buildings of the 
city fall through the surface of the street, 
and yet our heavenly Father would no 
sooner rush to the scene than to meet 
one of his little ones at the tender mercy 
seat! For here he has engaged a promise 
to come and meet with his beloved 
child. 

Who but you can fill your pew lord's 
Day? Little things, but every rain that 
falls, when it falls, descends but drop at 
a time and every tear that courses down
ward is only singular in its descent; yet 
together they bespeak the violent storms 
and the dynamic emotions of the im
mortal human soul. 

That handclasp, a little thing, and yet 
it says more than ten preachers in esca
lating appeal to the very archives of 
glory! The fond embrace of two lovers 
means more in a moment ethan six ex
tended months of letter exchange. A 
statement: "We understand," when 
meant, when effectively communicated, 
stands tall against the pretentious poly
phony of all the friends of sufferin~ job 
who was persuaded that God had for
saken him. And why? What had he done 
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or failed to do? Was not God his truest, 
most loving friend? 

The immediate healing that came from 
a simple touch of the Great Physician's 
hand, "the finger of God!" Little hings 
-but all the medicine of medical 
science and all the science of medicine 
and human suffering could not match 
the divine encounter that effected so 
stupendous an unbelievable cure. Little 
things. 

Genuine Little Things 
Judgment day itself will take us; the 

total God-breathed populace from Adam 
to the last man to draw breath, but one 
at a time. Sinners have been coming to 
the lord for centuries, from every corn
er of the earth; but one at a time through 
the endless lines forming columns before 
Calvary. And on that cross, they cruci
fied the Savior of men, being but one, 

yet one through whom the entire world 
has since been beckoned; but one at a 
time, to life eternal. 

And angles can one at a time be either 
a minister or a demon! And with the Al
mighty, though the quantity of blessings 
be small, the effect is ever beyond words, 
for genuine quality comes wrapped in 
small packages. And the sagacious good
ness of God almost consistently, like the 
ties that support the never-ending rails, 
comes to us by moments; but supports 
by its divine strength the hours we other
wise never could oear! 

"Oh the depths of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11 :33). 
little things, all little-but they are 
clothed perpetually in absolute splendor! 
It is the doing of God. 

"One on God's side is a majority." 
-Wendell Phillips 

Christ-The Answer to Man's Needs WALTER SWAIN 

Sending his followers out into the 
world for the first time, Jesus cautioned 
them to be, "as wise as serpents, and as 
harmless as doves." (Matt. 10:16}. He 
knew that they would encounter a hos
tile and complex world. Thus his 
admonition to "use their heads" in lead
ing others to him, and to act humbly. 
Our world today is even more complex 
than that of Jesus' day. If we are to lead 
those of the world to him we must also 
follow this admonition of our lord. 

To help in the process of converting 
others to Christ and his way, we must be 
aware of several things. We should know 
that all will not be won with the same 
methods or approach. Peter's sermon in 
Acts 2 and Paul's in Acts 17 are quite 
different; although each sought the same 
goal-conversion of those they taught. 

Peter, addressing an audience of Jews, 
assumed their belief in God and a com
ing Messiah, and declared that Jesus of 
Nazareth was, indeed, that Messiah, the 
Son of God. On the other hand, Paul in 
Acts 17, begins by declaring unto the 
Athenians the existence of a creator 
God, and the fact that in that God they 
lived and moved, and had their very 
being. He then tells them this God has 
called all men everywhere to repentance 
and judgment in Christ. Two different 
audiences, two different messages. 

Likewise, we must be aware of the dif
ferences in those that we are teaching 
today, and adjust our message accord
ingly to their particular understanding 
and needs. 

We should also be aware of the main 
trend of thoughts and actions in the 
world of our day. It is obvious that we 
live in a time of growing ungodliness. 
Fewer people today are religious in any 
way, and most have no real moral stand
ards by which they live. Many are athe
ists or agnostic. Humanism abounds, 
with an emphasis on materialism, self
satisfaction, and self-indulgence. There 
are some good people around, but they 
are far in the minority. 

We must also be wise to the fact that 
although outwardly there is much evil 
practiced and almost anything goes in 
our society; still deep down inside most 
have some real basic needs that have 
not been met. In fact, the kind of world 
that we live in has produced these ur
gent needs. 

Alienation has produced a need for 
true friendships, of quality and dura
etion. Guilt has created a need for a 
clear conscience. Our present spiritual 
vacuum has created a need for personal 
piety and communion with God. And 
the purposelessness of life, so common 
among us, has caused most to seek for 
the true meaning of life. 

Thus, we should be aware that it is 
these very needs that can become our 
opportunity to reach others for Christ. 
Because jesus alone is able to meet 
these needs, and to fulfill them. 

Christ offers to the lonely and alienat
ed true friendship and concern, through 
a personal relation to him, and fellow
ship in his body, the church. Through his 
blood he offers the forgiveness of sin, 
and thus a clear conscience before God 
and man. (1 Peter 3:21 ). To fill the 
spiritual vacuum he promises to send 
the Holy Spirit to dwell in us, that we 
might commune with God and worship 
him regularly. And to those adrift in life, 
he offers the anchor of faith in God, and 
the mission of leading others to him 
who made all things. 

The wise Christian is aware that we 
have in Christ and his word the answer 
to man's needs. The gospel is to be 
taken to a lost and dying world as good 
news! It is a message or release, victory, 
and fulfillment. Our purpose is to tell 
others there is a way available to all that 
fulfills their deepest needs, in this life 
and the one to come. 

The wise servant of God will be aware 
of all of these things, and will use them 
to the full advantage in carrying out our 
lord's commission to preach the gospel 
to all the world. 
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Shall We Abolish Wednesday Nights? 
DOUGLAS F. THREET 

For many congregations, Wednesday evening Bible study 
or prayer meeting poses a real dilemma. That is: We empha
size the importance of mid-week fellowship, Bible study and 
prayer, but the attendance, in comparison to Sunday morning, 
is in most cases embarrassing. Why do we continue to hold 
Wednesday night services when so many clearly do not want 
to attend? Is it not reasonable, therefore, to end the dilemma 
and ease the frustration by simply abolishing Wednesday 
nights altogether? That way the Elders, Preachers, and Deacons 
would not have to fruitlessly harp on coming on Wednesday 
night and the brethren would be free of guilt and irritation. 

Although the above suggestion of abolishing Wednesday 
nights is made in a somewhat facetious manner, I imagine 
the thought has crossed the minds of many. Proof of this can 
be seen in our attitudes toward Wednesday evening fellow
ship, Bible study, and prayers. A plethora of reasons, often 
quite ingenious, are offered for justification for not attending 
Wednesday evening. let's sincerely look at the main ones. 

Many of us don't plan for time to be with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. We just don't plan for Bible study 
either. This attitude of not caring for Bible study is a far cry 
from the eagerness the Bereans portrayed in wanting to know 
what the Bible says. Further, our Heavenly Father planned for 
us to enjoy blessings in Christ! "For God has not destined 
us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our lord jesus 
Christ." Because our God has planned for our spiritual 
growth, shouldn't we also plan for him to be more in our 
lives? 

Children's activities prevent many of us making Wednes
day nights. We aren't talking about high school graduation 
night or some other once a year event. But we are thinking 
about those activities in which we purposely enroll our chil
dren knowing that the entire family will have to miss 
Wednesday nights. At my family reunion this year, my aunt 
faced the problem of her outstanding baseball playing son 
attending little league games during Wednesday evening. The 
coach came to the house and asked permission for larry 
to play on Wednesday evening because larry had told him 
that his mother wouldn't let him. Of course, the answer was 
no. The coach returned a second time and asked if larry 
could play on the team and when it was time to attend 
Wednesday evening Bible study, then he would take him out 
of the game and larry could go to church. My aunt said 
"fine." The coach said he figured larry would help the team 

get far enough ahead so that it would.n't matter when he took 
him out of the game to go to church! Things can be worked 
out when we keep God first! 

Television is another barrier to faithful Bible study. Many 
of us like our favorite programs and we would not miss them 
for Bible study or worship or anything else. The Bible says 
that we are not to have any other gods before Jehovah. I'm 
afraid for many of us TV is a powerful god in our lives. 

School studies is often used by parents and young people. 
I know one teenager convinced her parents that she needed 
to stay home on Wednesday evening in order to do better 
in school grades: Her parents reluctantly consented. They 
came home early one Wednesday evening and found her 
watching television. After a long family discussion, she said 
that she had been watching TV for some time and not 
studying. Her grades actually got a little worse. 

let us face this: A lot of us are just plain lazy. We don't 
want to go because it's too much "trouble" or too "hard." 
The wise man said, "As a door turns on its hinges, so does 
a sluggard turn on his bed." Indeed, a lazy person is always 
"wise" in his own eyes. "I don't need this, so I'll stay at 
home," he says to himself. 

Probably one of the greatest barriers to faithfully studying 
the Bible on Wednesday eveings is thinking which goes 
something like this: There is no direct command in the Bible 
and therefore, I do not have to attend Wednesday evenings. 
I encourage you as a brother or sister in Christ to read your 
Bible carefully for the example of what the first Christians did. 
It says that "continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house." I wonder what 
would happen if we had Bible study and prayers every eve
ning and day like the early Christians did? Interesting ques
tion, isn't it? 

Do we really love the world more than our per~onal 
Savior Jesus Christ? Or, are we more interested in doing 
what we want than what God wants. Simulated religion, 
which looks something like the original on the outside, will 
not get us to heaven nor will it please God. Therefore, may 
I encourage you with all my strength to begin now to love 
Jesus Christ deep within your heart? If our PRIORITIES are 
in the right place, meeting with brothers and sisters in Christ 
will never be a burden. Rather, it will be a joy. 

Shall we abolish Wednesday evenings? What do you think? 
1170 Foxworth Ave., San jose, Ca. 95118 
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Church Legally Recognized m Poland 

At 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
14, 1982, the church of Christ in Poland 
gained Recognition by the Po lish Gov
ernment. In the official ceremony in 
Warsaw a number of Polish evangel ists, 
the Minister of Religion of Poland, Vice
Minister, two representatives from the 
American Embassy (the American Am
bassador had attended earlier but could 
not stay for the ceremony because of a 

IN SEPTEMBER, 1 9 8 2 

slight change in the time) attended. 
From the United States witnessing the 
ceremony were Alton Howard, john 
Gibson, Bill Stokes, Dan Russell, and 
Jerry Harris. The signing was done by the 
Minister of Religion, Mr. Kuberski, on 
behalf of the Polish Government and by 
Polish evangelist, Walenty Dawidow of 
the church of Christ in Sopot, Poland. 

The Polish Minister of Religion 

praised the ch urches of Christ for their 
humanitarian concern in their work 
among the Polish Nationals. They point
ed out that the legal recognition was a 
Polish affair for the Polish Church of 
Christ; nevertheless, they were pleased 
to have the American representatives of 
the churches of Christ present because 
of the spiritua l ties the churches of 
Christ have worldwide. The official fur
ther stated that there was religious free
dom th roughout Poland and that legal 
recogntion is required by law so that 
each church can exercise its own rights 
to evangelize and teach the Bible. 

The Polish Christians hosted a dinner 
that even ing. In attendance were the 
Vice-Minister of Religion, his assistant, 
Polish Nationals and those who came 
from th e United States. It was a beauti
ful occasion. The Assistant Minister of 
Religion, Mr. Dusik, emphasized to the 
gathering the opportunities as Polish 
citizens. We bel ieve there is a good re
lationship between the church of Christ 
and the Polish Government. 

Our American group also met with the 
American Ambassador, Francis Meehen, 
and discussed the food situation in Po
land. He was aware of the help that 
we had been giving. We informed him 
of the big 50-truck convoy that would 
be arriving at the end of the month 
which wou ld further help to alleviate 
this problem. He informed us that the 
problem had improved even though 
there are sti ll needs in some areas. 

White's Ferry Road School of ·Biblical Studies 

Begins Its Fourteenth Year Of Training Men 

To Preach The Word 

LOOK NO FURTHER! THIS IS THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
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•Two Years Of Intensive Bible Study 

• Open To Persons Of All Races 

•Practical Evangelistic Training 

*Experienced Qualified Teachers 

•Special Classes For Wives 

*VA Approved 

•Tuition Free 

• Applications Now 

Being Accepted For 

September, 1982 

C 0 NT ACT: 

Carl Allison, Director 

White's Ferry Road 

School of Biblical Studies 

3201 North Seventh St. 

W. Monroe, LA 71291 

PHONE: 318-396-6000 
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ACU PLANS ANNUAL 
ELDERS WORKSHOP 

WENDELL WINKLER INTO 
FULL-TIME MEETING WORK 

last three years, entered full-time meet
ing work. 

An Elders Workshop, in conjunction 
w ith the Bible Teachers Workshop and 
the Min isters Renewal Workshop, is 
scheduled for july 25-28 on the Abi
lene Christian University campus. 

On june 11, 1982, Wende ll W inkler, 
w ho has been the director of the Brown 
Trail Preacher Training School for the 

He can be contacted at 340 Mayfair 
Drive, Hurst, (Fort Worth) Texas 76053, 
phone 817/ 282-1 075. 

\ 

The workshop is desgined for elders 
of the Lord's church or · those who 
aspi re to the eldership. Sessions w ill 
focus on a variety of topics including 
" The Elder as Coun selor," " Using the 
Power of Small Groups," and " The Elder 
as M inister to Needs." 

Speakers for the th ree-day workshop 
w ill be Harvey Porter and Roger Hawley. 

Other speakers w ill be Neil Lightfoot, 
j. D. Thomas, and Carley Dodd. 

For additional detail s contact Furman 
Kearley at ACU Station, Box 7669, Abi
lene, Texas 79699. 

---0---

Carl & Smitty 

( 

Go With BreeheenjFaulkner 

.British Isles Tour, August 5, '82 

Cc.uples, families, sing les all ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, B ible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Chr istian University, Abi
lene, Texas 79699 

Paul & Gladys 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 
W h en you send In a list of new subscrip· 

li ons to the Firm Foundation, please be 
•ure each has the pr ope r Zip Code number 
after the cl ty and state. 

Brown Trail School of Pre~chinq 
EDDIE WH ITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

WHEN V ISIT ING THE 
WORLD'S FAIR 

Stay At 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 

MIDDLEBROOK INN Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum Fo r Students' W ives Established in 1965 Hillon Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 db!. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

Single $45 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Informat ion and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

615 588-1982 1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-262-3911 

Bear Valley Church of Christ 

MILITARY 
OUTREACH 

' 

CHRISTIAN 
TRAINING 
IN THE FIELD 

Both State Side 
and Overseas 

Mail Requests to: 
Richard Brant (USN Ret) 
Coordinator Military Outreach 
2707 So. Lamar, 
Denver, CO 80227 

Residence Tra ining is approved for V.A. and there 
are NO TUITION charges. Classes begin in 
September and February. 

LEARN TO BE 
a more effective worker for the Lord 

DEVELOP 
greater skill as a Bible teacher 

ADD 
greater depth to your spiritual life 

PREPARE 
to teach God's word to others 

l 
Bear Valley has been training men and 

women since 1965. However until now it has 
been necessary to come to Denver. Now as a 
result of this new program Bear Valley is in a 
position to send a qualified teacher to your 
location. 

To take advantage of th is opportunity at NO COST to the 
local congregation making the request (except a $10.00 fee 
per student to help offset expenses) simpl y write ind icating 
the desired date and subject. 

The normal length of stay is 2 weeks; however, longer 
periods can be arranged. 
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SEMINAR TO BE HELD 

On August 3, 4, and 5th the 25th 
Annual National Campus Ministry Semi
nar will be held in Columbia, Missouri, 
near the campus of the University of 
Missouri. Every year this seminar is held 
in a different location. 

Directors for this year's program are 
Mark Mancini and Tom Jones, and they 
are working under the oversight of the 
elders of the Stadium Boulevard congre
gation in Columbia. 

Speakers for the seminar will be Cal
vin Conn, Chattanooga, Tennessee; Bill 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS 
for 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 
( 1 OO% underwriting. .. >. 

c ... We buy the bonds) 0 

WRITE ~ ~ 
~ 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. · 
5408 Bell · P.O. Box 7648 -; 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 :::e 
(806) 352·5603 "0 

c 
ca 

"Church financing g. 
is our business" g 

! 

Smith, West Monroe, louisiana; Milton 
Jones, Seattle, Washington; Pat Hile, 
San Antonio, Texas; Dr. john Morgan, 
Kirksville, Missouri; Tom Brown, Boul
der, Colorado; Steve Gooch, Tallahas
see, Florida; and Dr. Tom Olbricht, 
Abilene, Texas. 

The seminar will be held in the Ra
mada Inn in Columbia, with registration 
beginning Monday, August 2 in the 
afternoon. For a detailed brochure write: 
National Campus Ministry Seminar, 
2010 S. Halliburton, Kirksville, Missouri 
63501, or call (816) 665-2225. 

DO WE QUALIFY 1 I 

Please RUSH free information. 
... we need funds to build I 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Individual's function In congregation 

Name of congregation 

Ph. Nos. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPUCATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 
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Evansville, lndiana 47711 (812-477-5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1-502·821-3544. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be &ad for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smalrer than 1000 cop
Ies nf11 accepted. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefrts for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) ....•..........•. $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 

· on a per church unit basis only. 
• Medicare Benefits 

Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract. but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
fe~~~rage can be found In the group book· 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.f.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. n373 

1·713-376-8087 
"Sert~ing the Need of Our Brethren 

Sinre 1975" 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM .. ~po/q;nCWordif{jod:~ 
Alexander Scourby's Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

Album 
6Ca.sat-1tea 

Holder 

2Caa&<ll<11 ----

• Reproduction is made directly from the original 
masters, giving the highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these products. This 
reduces stretching and distortion which is often 
experienced with thin tapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy to search out 
specific scriptures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders with velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. 

Now, you have the facts .. . NEW .. .IMPROVED . .. AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free, 1-800-531-5227.1n Texas Calll-800-252-9103. 

Vinyl Vinyl 
Album OR Holder Produce Volume Casseues Price 

The Complete Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 64 $199.50 

The Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
(plus $7.50 postage and handling) 

48 $159.95 

The New Testament ... . . ....... ... . . ·..... 1 
(plus $7.50 postage and hand ling) 

16 $ 49.95 

Psalms and Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $5.00 postage and handling) 

6 $ 24.95 

The Gospel of John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus $3.60 pos tage and handling) 

2 $ 9.95 

Romans ... ...... .. .. . . . ................ . 
(plus $ 1.50 postage and handling) 

1 $ 6.95 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHIP TO: AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_ 

Name ___________________________________ _______________________________________ ___ 

Address ___________________________________ City _______ ____ State _____ J-ip. ______ _ 
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BOB GOMEZ JOINS ACU STAFF 

Bob V. Gomez, formerly of Austin, has 
been added to the University Advance
ment staff at Ab il ene Christian Un iver
sity as director of university ou treach. 

In announcing th e appointment, Dr. 
Gary D. M cCaleb, v ice president for 
university advancement, said he was 
pleased to have an individual with 
Gomez' qual ifications in this expanding 
area of universi ty wo rk. 

From 1963-82 he was in sa les fo r 
Brani ff Airlines, serving in Kansas City, 
Dallas, Detro it, Acapu lco, Houston and 
most recently Austin, where he was dis
trict director of marketing. 

Gomez and hi s wi fe Jimmie Caro le 
have three daughters, Gina, who is a 

sophomore at ACU, Joanna, 16, and 
Lisa 15. 

Dennis l. Moss, Route 1, Box 156, Cot
tagevi lle, WVA 25239: After spend ing 
six months w ith ou r sponsoring Con
gregation, Sixteenth and Pi le in Clovis, 
N.M . We left there April 19th for our 
fourth year of work w ith the Old Mi ll
wood, WVa. Congregat ion w here we 
have had a nice new build ing under 
construction. With a six day a week ra
dio program here in Nearby Ravens
wood, and th e personal work program 
we are planning, we look for 1982 to be 
our best year ever. 

David Gibson, P.O. Box 611, Com
merce, TX 75428: I am doing a special 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

study of w hat mo tivates negligent Chris
tians to be restored to the l ord and His 
church. I f you have come back home, 
please w rite and tell me what in particu
lar mo tivated you. All rep lies wi ll be kept 
confidentia l. 

ehtoll by lept. 1 

~~ot'\ c. .c e o,t C.J ll 

HUG H SHIRA , 0<H< t o< 

/outftern <allfornfa /cfiool 
of 

~\r~DDfBffiD~~Lrn 

JOY BUS CAPS 
$2.95 ea. 

Mi ni m u m 
Order 

24 
Prepaid Delive ry 

Top Quality Gold/ Whi te Cap 
with Brown Lettering 

also 

joy Bus T-Shirts $4.95 ea. (Min. 24) 
(Hanes Yellow wilh Brown Lenering) 

Send Check To: OTTS SIGN SHOP, 429 W. 
YOSEMITE AVE., MANTECA, CA 95336. (Cali
forn ia Residenls Add &% Sales Tax). Allow 3-4 
weeks for d e livery. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYE~S _ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/ 535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Des igned especially to accommodate cong regations 

ndvertiaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekin-g preachers . Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Pe rsona l E vangelism- Mission s 
Exceptional Curriculum for Wo men 

.. approved for Vet eran's tra inin g" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(303) 986-5800. 2707 So. Lam ar. Denver , Co 80227 
FOR'l' HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

So uthside Church o f Christ 1 505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Ministe r . P h one 
634- 601 2. S u n. 9: 30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., W e d. 7 :00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAK.E"\VOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 S o . Youngfield Ct. 

T e'!e.: 988- 1024 
See Y e llow Pages For Se rvice Times 

Translation fo r Deaf. Terry Car twright. minister 
CHATHAJU, N. J .• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07 928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 20 1-635-6810 or 
201-635-26 88. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 3!4, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 34•1-6719. 

DAY AllEA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

P leaannton, CnUtornln 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• D irector 

NOW WORSHIP bN ISLAND OF K.AUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808 ) 822-1960 or Cla ren ce May, 
Church of Chris t, 4647 H a uaala Rd., Ka paa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover S treets 
Sunday worship S. S . 10:00 A.M. 10 : 60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers : Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harvcr, 473-8228. 
-----:-ll~fE;:;:T::;R::-0~-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Chu rch of Christ . 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-47<19 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, 1\fAINE-241 Center St .. V .F.W. H all . 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcom e. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSViLLE, IND., 2205 E. lllorgan Ave., 
U.S. >roO Enst Oppolllte K - lllnrt. Otflc.. 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobby Wnde, Min . 476-4056. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 W ORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in n Chr istian home. Reason ab le r ates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville , T en n . 
37922. 
"EMPLOYME NT: N ORT HERN CALIFORN IA. 
Sierra Child ren's H ome is curren t ly hiring child 
care staff. (Chris tian cou ples.) Good pny and bene
fi ts. If in terested. contact Steve Bergman. Execu· 
tive Director. at P .O. Box 597. Vacaville . CA 95688 , 
or call 707/ 448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. W ayne S tephens , 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 7<1801. 
YUlii A, ARIZ., 651 ·w. 28th St. Sun day-

1 0. ll a.m. & 6 :30 p .m. Ph. 344 - 3750 
PIT'N. MILITARY-UPTOW N CH U RCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. '"E." 
St . Sunday 9: 30 & 10 : 30 and 6: 00 P.M. W ed. 7 : 00 
P.M. Cnli 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min . 79o-2S t•. 
Rifl e, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Min ister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 fo r 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation o f Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a ci ty of 500,000 and on ly o ne sis te r congre~a
lion, is seeking a full -time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature pe rson with leadership 
qual ities and a desire to work is required. Send resu me 
to the church of Christ. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Canada R3C2B7. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apl. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
560 nighl, Call 615/523-0559 a fte r 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford , 1704 Highland, Knoxville , TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tap es with w ri tten material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Mo nth Club 
and receive specia l lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St .• Lubbock, TX 79411 . 
--SONG LEAD ER;"'TE;i-,A'"C:i;H:,.;E:;,R,-, ""P""'ER""'s"o"N" A" L:-;-;W-;-;0:;-;R:;-;;-KE-R-

NEEDED. 
Population 25,000, Jr. College, Church here can fur
ni sh moving expense. house and ut ili ties. Also we will 
help you secure additional support. For fu rther infor
matio n, contact Buddy Cogburn, Route 3, lola, Kansas, 
66749. Ca ll 1-316-365-6427 o r 2977. 

WE R EBIND CHE RISH ED BIBLES-write fo r f r ee 
leather samples and pr ices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485. 
Ab ilene. Texas 79604. 
MINISTER WANTED after June fo r congregation o f 40 
membe rs. Trying to ra ise adequate support. If in
te rested, or can help fi nancially, write: Church of 
~t~~~·49_j0~7-. Box 372, Marquelte, Ml 49055 o r ph. 

CH UR CH OF CHRIST fN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N . Rossmore (nt Cli nton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday : Classes lOAM W orship 11 AM 6 P M 

Ministers : Robert Bla ir and Dale L inge 
Tel. (2 13) 463-6352 

VISITING MEXICO CITY! 
Worship wilh the English-speaking congregation al 
9:15 a.m. Call 531-8745 fo r info o r lronsporlation. Or 
g'~/ 1 t~f:ii2~: Sponish language services, 10:30 A.M . 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1096. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Buses fo r sale and lo cotor service. Greyhou nd travel 
buses and schoolbuses. 0 years experience. For t Worth 
017/293-9456. 
PREACHER WANTED: growing congregation of about 
6S seeks a well-educated minister for full-time work. 
Housing/ut ility a llowance and modest salary. Send 
resume 10 W. McDaniel, Boca Delray Church of 
Chr is t, 602 Bluebird Or., Delray Beach, FL 33444. 
Minister avai loble Seplember 4, 1902. Th irty-one years 
o ld , married, no child ren/ experienced and sound . 
W hi tes Ferry Road School of Preach ing graduate. 
Resume, references, and picture furnished. Ted Reed , 
~ ~~1 6~3a;~~~J~~G~ Ct., Bellon, MO 64012. Telephone: 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Ch rist in Hono lulu, Hawaii is in need 
of a fu ll lime p reacher-ministe r. They a re able to 
furnish housing, o reasonab le salary and are wi lling lo 
bear the expense o f moving items of necessity. They 
would rrefer hoving someone who hos had severo! 
years o experience tJS a preacher in a mulli·ethnic en· 
vironment. Individuals interested in working in a dif· 
ficu lt but rewarding area p lease send a current resume, 
a tape of a recent sermon and a family pictu re lo the 
e lders of: Church of Christ, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, 
Hono lulu, Hawaii 96822. 
Wanted: Mature, fu ll lime preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
not essenlial) bi- lingual man (Spon.-Eng.) and retired 
military wi th no school ogc children. Will provide 
fu rn1shed 3 bedroom apartment wilh utili ties allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, fami ly 
photo , and re fe rences Ia: Church of Christ; P.O. flax 
3003; Oalboa. Rep. of Ponoma. 

REACH OUT TO THE NONCHURCHED by means of a 
Good~ncws Encounter Seminar. This nonconvent ional 
evangelist ic approach seeks to encounter secular men 
and women by speaki ng 10 thei r li fe-proble ms from the 
perspective of the good-news. For information: Michael 
Hall. 9429 Tennyson, 51. Louis, Mo. 63114. 
Pews avoilable November 1. 53 pews, 15' long. 1 pew, 
9' 9". 26 pews, 24' long, in 12' sections. All wilh re
movable 2" pads and bookracks. Two pulpit pews, 4 Y> ' 
long. 1 communion table and 1 sound system control 
cabinet. All in blond fin ish. For inquiries, please 
contact o r ca ll B17 /692-0032. ------------------MICHIGAN CITY, IN HOMECOMING, Sunday, Ju ly 16. 
Former p reachers speaking: Olan Hicks, Bill Maynard, 
Lester Kamp, Stanley Davis. Ali-day activities planned. 
Gospel meeting follows on July 21-25. Fcolured speak
ers arc: Lloyd Porter, B. T. Mart in, Bob Ekman, Don 
Schnel l, & Charles Barrington. 7:00 p.m., nightly. 
Church address is 116 Shady Lane, Michigan City, IN 
46360 (219) 672-0193. 
PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 pews, 10 fl. long for 
sale. These pews are solid oak and in very good con
d ition. They have pads fo r the seals. We are asking 
15.00 dollars per fool, or call and make an offer. 
Includ ed in lhe price will be a podium, communion 
table , and 2 small pews for stage a rea. Co ntact the 
Clayto n Church of Christ: call 1-505-374-2722 or 
1-505-374-2754 or write Ia P.O. Box 96, Clayto n, New 
Mexico 66415. 

YOUTH MI NISTER/ EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wan led : Combination Youth Minister / Educational Di
recto r to serve congregation of 500 members. An itcipatc 
fi ll ing th is posi tio n in Summer mo nths, but no late r 
than Septem ber. Moderate ho me furnished. Ap plicant 
must be exper ienced, mature, and be ab le to provide 
good references. Please send resume 10 South Main 
Church of Ch rist, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086 

I NVES'riG ATEI The Firm Foundntl on 
t rle• to llereen ncl vert·t •lng, nnd wil l not 
lcnowlngly tnl<e quellllonnble n <lvertJslng. 
nut It Ill t h e rencler'll rCNJJOnlllhlllty to ln
'"·estlgnte. Lllce nny other pnper. we •omc
tlnlell unl-vltth1gl7 run nn unworthy nd. 
A.s th e old Rnylng goea, before yon lnveat, 
In , ·eatlgn te I 

Magnolia Holds•Graduation Exercises 
Magnolia Bible Col lege's third gradu

ation exercises took place on May 30, 
1982. Three students were awarded 
Bachelor of Arts Degrees. 

M agnolia Bible College is a 4-year, 
degree granting insti tut ion located in 
Kosciusko, M ississippi. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Le a rn to win soul s in a on e-yea r inte rnship. 
Qual ify to be a fu ll· t im e PERSONAL WORK· 
ER o r PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for d etails to School of Person al Evange· 
lis m , at Chu rch o f Christ, 3380 Cole m a n 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, ln., 
381 22 . Phon e : (901) 324-8831 or (90 1) 324-
012 0. NO TU ITIO N. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

.~ SUPERIOR FIBERGLASS. INC. 
•• BOX 1308 • • JACKSONVI,l;-L.E TX 75766 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full t ime workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full t ime work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard ·Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 
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Buy it Now! 
It's New! It's Different! It's Helpful! 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 12-VOLUME, 5,700-PAGE 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 
Written by JAMES BURTON COFFMAN 

12 VOLUMES BY ON E AUTHOR·· · giving this series of commentaries a consistency, perception, 
depth and accuracy which cannot be acquired by multiple aut horships. 

NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THIS COMMENTARY HAS APPEARED ON THE BOOKSHELVES 
IN THE PRESENT GENERATION! 

1.-0-RD_E_R_T_H_E_W_H_O_L_E -SE_T_T_O_D_A_Y_!-.1 

Hardly anything would make a More Appropriate Gift-and 
the PRICE is Right -
BOOKS OF THIS SIZE AND QUALITY ARE SELLING EVERY
WHERE FOR $11.95 and more! FIRM FOUNDATION's LOW 
COST IS ONLY 

S102.95 ~~~ 
Add $ 1.00 for d elivery and handling on a ll ord ers under $10.00. Over $10.00 
ad d IO'Yo . Texas residents add S'Yo sales t ox. 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE •• • CALL NOW 

TEXAS - 1-800-252-9103 
1.-800-531-5227 

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---

James Burton Coffman is one of the outstand
ing preachers of this era. He was minister of Man
hattan Church of Christ, New York City for 16 
yea rs, and has conducted revival meeting cam
paigns in over a hundred of the principal cities 
of the United States. He has brought to this 
series of Commentaries the insight which dis
tinguishes the successful preacher, and which is 
conspicuously missing from many of the current 
writings on the New Testament. 

This set of Commentaries is a genuine BREAK
TH ROUGH in present-day New Testament Com
mentary. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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THE SEVENTH ANNUAL VALLEY FORGE FAMILY ENCAMP
MENT was attended by approximately 125 Christians from 19 
states on the campus of Northeastern Christian Junior College, 
June 28-July 2. Featured speakers and teachers included Norve l 
and Helen Young, Reuel Lemmons, Steve l e·mley, Ben Zicke
foose, Larry and Elaine Van Steenberg, Charles Moore, larry 
Roberts, lisa Crowe, Vurel Vick, Elza Huffard, Tom Fender, 
and Elijah Anthony. The encampment is sponsored by th~ 
King of Prussia, Pa., Church of Christ and is directed by W1l 
C. Goodheer of Abilene Christian University. 

Austin, Texa~ 22_,~ 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Valley Forge .. .......... . . .. ........... ... ....... · · · 2 
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GJiloria/ 

Valley Forge 
The week ahead of Independence Day was an ideal 

time for the Valley Forge Family Encampment. Th is an
nual event is held on the campus of Northeastern Chris
tian College in Villanova, on the edge of Philadelph ia 
each year. It ·is an ideal setting for a family encamp
ment. The dormitori es of the college housed many of 
the participants and the dining hall served well its pur
pose. The classrooms and spacious and beautiful 
grounds of the college provided a perfect atmosphere 
for the event. 

It was our privilege to once again participate, along 
with Norvel Young, Larry Van Steenberg, jim Bi ll Mc
lnteer, Steve Lemly and others. 

We never go into the Northeast without a strong feel
ing that the church shou ld be doing more to reach that 
area. Philadelphia sits astride the Washington-New York 
corridor-about half way in between. Within 150 miles 
live more than fifty million people. The political and fi
nancial heart of the world is thee. About the only thing 
that isn' t there in abundance is churches of Christ. 

True, there are a growing number of small congrega
tions in the Northeastern quarter of the nation, but they 
really are not making a dent on the population. Part of 
the reason is that they are mostly composed of South
erners who have gone there on a temporary basis, and 
who consider themselves transient. 

We are beginning to get a toehold, however. With 
Northeastern Christian college in Pennsylvania, and a 
growing preacher school in New York, we are beginning 
to train those who are native to the area for work in the 
area. 

New England Christians are so few that fellowship on 
a broad scale is almost impossible. The Valley Forge 
Encampment gives them opportuni ty to associate to
gether for a week, and they gain encouragement from 
each other. We would like to encourage every congre
gation in the Northeast to make a serious effort to 
make the Encampment a really outstanding affair each 
year. It can serve as a sort of "Annual Meeting" for 
brethren from that area of the country. Will Goodheer 
is doing an exce llent job planning and directing the 
week's events, but he needs the help and support of all 
Christians in the Northeast. 

And Northeastern Christian College needs the support 
of the Northeast too. Its beautiful campus is beginning 
to become crowded. New buildings-a half dozen or 
more of t hem-are badly needed. Expansion room is a 
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must. It is not right for the brethren to wait until the 
college has struggled its way to prominence to support 
it. It needs the support now. Larry Roberts, the Presi
dent, is doing an excellent job. The vision of the board 
is increasing. Possibilities almost beyond our compre
hension are here. The faculty is doing good work. The 
institution can become a tool for train ing church lead
ers for the next hundred years. We would like to see 
brethren from the South take an interest in Philadelphia 
and Northeastern and invest heavily in Christian educa
tion in the midst of the greatest m ission f ield in the 
U.S. The church needs this school. 

This encampment, held in the cradle of American 
liberty, is important to the church too. Here leader
ship is being trained and encouraged. Here fellowsh ip 
is being fostered and unity is being encouraged. Here 
plans for evangelizing the masses of the Northeast are 
being hammered out. Courage is being born and com
mitment is being improved. 

We would urge that Valley Forge become a gathering 
of thousands rather than hundreds. Most tourists go 
west-to Wyoming or California for their week of 
brotherly fellowship. There is no place more beautiful 
than the Northeast, and no place more dear to the hearts 
of our people than Philadelphia. The young among us 
could profit from walking over Wash ington's w inter 
campground, or visiting the halls of the Continental 
Congress. We need to become reacquainted with the 
Northeast. When we visit the areas w here the millions 
live who know litt le or nothing of God, we cannot es
cape the sense of responsibi lity that is ours for seeing to 
i t that they get the gospel. 

If we could take the church leaders of America into 
any country on earth where the gospel has scarcely 
gone they would become miss ionary in their plann ing. 
If we cou ld gather them in the Northeast, it would result 
in our pouring millions of dollars into efforts to take the 
gospel to these regions. One of the best ways we know 
of getting church leaders to leave home and go see the 
fields is through such events as the Valley Forge Family 
Encampment. We have so little missionary enthusiasm 
today largely because the church leaders are content to 
stay at home and keep the store wh ile the ripened grain 
falls without harvest w here they have never seen the 
fields. God may hold us accountable for our lack of 
interest. 
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On Behalf of Eggheads 
LES MASSEY 

A number of articles have appeared recently in brother
hood publications oppos ing the current trend toward higher 
education among preachers. It is contended that a desire to 
see pulpits fill ed by men w ith Master's and Doctor's degrees 
smacks of glory-seeking intellectualism which sets aside 
fundamental truths in favor of scholastic vanity. A man 
needs only to spend more time w ith the word, it is sug
gested, and st ick to the basics in order to make his preach
ing powerful and convincing. After all, this is the way the old 
pioneers of the faith approached their ministries, and they 
were very successful. 

Admittedly, any good thing has a potential for abuse and 
misuse. Spiritual gifts bestowed upon early Christians were 
for the purpose of evangelism and the edification of the 
church. But Charismatics at Corinth hopelessly misused their 
gifts, and were rebuked strongly by Paul. Yet, abuse by some 
did not elminate the value of the gifts. Material wealth is a 
serious threat to any man's salvat ion, in that it breeds greed 
and materialism. Yet we all appreciate that riches in the 
hands of a god ly man are a great tool for the good of the 
Kingdom. Food is a daily necessity, but to a glutton it is his 
downfall. Any good thing can become evil if used w ith the 
wrong motive. 

The same can be true of education. There is the danger 
of a man becoming vain in his own conceit, shifting his trust 
from God to his own intellect and w isdom, and al lowing 
his accumulated knowledge to f ill his heart w ith pride. Yet 
these dangers are no argument against the values of educa
t ion, and should not deter anyone f rom the wholesome pur
su it of knowlege. If so, then men should also be discouraged 
from positions of leadership in the church, simply because 
of the danger of being fill ed with pride and drawing away 
disciples after themselves. But we all know that in o rder to 
accomplish godly objectives such a risk has to be taken. 

The argument is made that j esus' disciples were ignorant 
Galilean fishermen, and therefore college degrees are not es
sentia l to preaching the gospel. How can it escape our at
tention that the two most proli fic writers of the New Testa
ment were both highly educated men? Saul of Tarsus, later 
known as th e apostle Pau l, was trained in the most eli te rab
binical school of his day. He was well read in classical litera
ture, philosophy and history and was conversant in several 
languages. It was this man, not uneducated fishermen, whom 
the Holy Spirit selected to write half the books of th e New 
Testament and to establish churches throughout the vast Ro
man Empire. Luke, a highly trained physician, was God's 
choice to author one of the gospels as well as the on ly 
treatise on early church history, the Book of Acts. So it ap
pears that God had special t asks for men with special quali
fications. 

Another fact that is overlooked by some is that in the 
Restoration Movement of the Nineteenth century, those pio
neer preachers who helped us back on the " old paths" were 
also predominantly well educated men. Both Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell were graduates of the University of 

G lasgow, and the latter was considered to be a prize student 
of logic under Professor Jardine. Walter Scott was a graduate 
of the University of Edinburgh. Robert Milligan, co-editor of 
the M illen ia! Harbinger during the 1850's attended the Classi
cal Institute in jamestown, Pennsylvania, and later earned a 
BA and MA at Washington College. 

At a recent college lectureship I heard a very fine paper read 
on a sign ificant issue in our brotherhood. It was technical, and 
pertained to the I inguistic veracity of certain arguments made 
by many of our preaching brethren. When the session was 
concluded, I overheard one brother remark: " I didn't under
stand the paper and I didn't understand the questions f rom 
the floor." Herein is a serious problem. We are in trouble 
when our men take stands on issues they cannot even com
prehend, build arguments on faulty English translations, and 
do not have the basic schol astic equipment to test their own 
position. W hereas at one stage in th e Restoration Movement 
our brethren were able to study an issue in the greatest depth 
individually, today most are content to simply memorize and 
parrot arguments that have been formulated by other men. 
Many preachers today are incapable of independent think
ing, but choose to support and defend whatever position is 
held by the orthodoxy. Educated men are not so inclined. 

Our world is advancing at a phenomenal rate, and people 
in general are far more educated than ever before in history. 
Some churches abound in highly trained professionals, and 
many elders, deacons and teachers have attended Christian 
Colleges. Besides, in the fie ld of biblical studies a vast 
amount of archaeologica l data has come to light in this cen
tury and has greatly enhanced our knowledge of the ancient 
world, far beyond that of nineteeth century scholars. It is un
thinkable that while the world's level of education is in
creasing, the average educational level of ministers should 
decrease. Yet f rom the past century to now this is precisely 
what has happened. Statistics in Churches of Christ indi
cate that on ly half of our preachers have attended college, 
and less than 10 per cent have graduate degrees. Perhaps 
herein is the greatest reason that in recent decades the pulpit 
seems to have lost its credibility. We have tu rned our atten
tion away from bibl ical scho larship, and given ourselves to 
the task of mass producing preachers in an endeavor to en
undate the world w ith th e Gospel in this century. Yet we 
wonder why we don't have men like Lard, Lipscomb and Mc
Garvey anymore. There are no shortcu ts to biblical educati on, 
and a man cannot effectively handle the word of God w ithout 
first developing basic scho larship tools. This process is long, 
tedious and painful. You can raise a squash in six weeks, but 
an oak tree requires years. 

Yes, we need to return to the old paths, to the basics and 
to the in-depth Bible scho larship of the preachers a century 
ago. But to accomplish that most of our present preachers 
w ill have to go back to school. 

College & Locust Church of Christ, Mesquite, Texas 
Walk W ith the Master, Lesson 274 
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WALk WITH THE MASTER 

PERSON-TO-PERSON 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

Christianity, if it is anything at all, is eminently personal. 
There is no casualness about accepting Jesus as one's Savior 
and Lord, no half-heartedness about walking in his way, no 
indifference to one's fellow Christians, no ignoring of the lost 
and needy. Indeed there will be a direct relationship between 
heart and heart-and the quality of that relationship will de
termine the joy and fervor of Christian living. 

Jesus, My Personal Savior 
Jesus is my personal savior. When you and I say that we 

don't only mean that he is our one and only savior. We 
mean that we have a one-on-one relationship with him. He 
died for me. Oh, of course we understand that he gave his life 
for all as an atonement offering-but if there had been no 
others, he still died for me. 

Upon the crosss of jesus, Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me; 
And from my smitten heart, with tears Two wonders I 

confess: 
The wonders of His glorious love, and my own 

worthlessness. 
-Elizabeth Clephane. 

"Come Unto Me." "Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest'' (Matt. 11 :28) is a 
personal invitation. That called you and me by name-" all 
ye ... " This is no call only to an acceptance of a great and 
noble idea, or to the embracing of the highest concept of di
vine law, or to the use of that which will grant life's greatest 
happiness. This is a call to come to Jesus, to be his disciple
denying self to follow him. I am not my own-1 am his. 

"Abide In Me." "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing" Oohn 15:5) is 
not only a charge that we continue faithfully in our service 
to Jesus. It is a great assurance of our personal relationship 
with him. It was he who said, "Abide in me, and I in you" 
Oohn 15:4). Here are other words in which a similar picture 
is provided, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any 
man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20). That's 
not unlike, "If a man love me, he will keep my word: and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him" Oohn 14:23). Whatever is meant 
by "I will come in to him, and will sup with him" and "we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with him" certainly 
indicates a close personal fellowship. This is companionship 
with Jesus-not simply loving gratitude for the Jesus who 
gave himself in sacrifice for me long years ago. He is my 
friend (re. john 15:14, 15)-not only a mediator between my 
Heavenly Father and me. With the eye of faith I see him, 
with the heart of gratitude I love him. I want to be like him. 
And when life closes for me here on earth, I want to go and 
be with him. Yes, he is my personal Savior. 

Person-to-Person 
Brol .. erly Love. "Seeing ye have purified your souls in your 

obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
love one another from the heart fervently" (I Pet. 1 :22) tells 
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of the warm, close, personal relationship between each 
Christian and his/her brothers and sisters in the Lord. This 
love is sincere and strong. Truly, "Whether one member suf
fereth, all the members suffer with it; or one member is hon
ored, all the members rejoice with it'' (1 Cor. 12:26). Love is 
and love does (1 Cor. 13:4-7). "In love of the brethren be 
tenderly affectioned one to another; in honor preferring one 
another" (Rom. 12:1 0). No casualness or indifference here. 
There is the "agapao se" (I love you) of positive good will; 
there is the "phileo se" (I love you) of personal affection and 
concerned friendship. This is personal. This is caring. This is 
sharing. Less than that brings the needed message, "I exhort 
Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the 
Lord. Yea, I beseech thee also, true yokefellow, help these 
women" (Phil. 4:2, 3). Truly, "there cannot be Greek and 
jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all" (Col. 3:11). 

Discipling. Remember-"Come unto me" •.•.• "Abide in 
me" . . . .. "We be brethren" . . . . . but also realize that 
the cycle continues with "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to the whole creation" (Mark 16:15). That's 
where for the next person there is "Come unto me," etc., 
etc. 

"Discipling" involves more than simply telling the story of 
salvation and helping the hearer put on Christ in baptism. 
When we watch jesus change newly-selected men into 
apostles-his ambassadors-we begin to get a feel for how 
discipling takes place. The apostles sat at the feet of jesus
hearing him speak, watching him deal with people, being 
taught personally by him. Then they were sent out two-by-

. two to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, proclaiming 
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 10:1ff). Later 
"the apostles gather themselves together unto Jesus; and 
they told him all things, whatsoever they had done, and 
whatsoever they had taught" (Mark 6:30). What a learning 
experience this was! There was learning by listening and ob
serving, there was learning from experience (surely includ
ing mistakes), there was learning from counseling. And all of 
this was in a climate of personal relationships. 

Those apostles saw how Jesus dealt with a Canaanitish 
woman concerning whom they had said, "Send her away; for 
she crieth after us" (Matt. 15:21-28). What a lesson to learn! 
At another time there were brought to Jesus "little children, 
that he should lay his hands on them, and pray: and the 
disciples rebuked them." A fundamental lesson they learned 
from their Master on that occasion (Matt. 19:13-15). At yet 
another time "they marvelled that he was speaking with a 
woman" (sinful Samaritan woman), but again they learned 
several important lessons Oohn 4:27-42). The Samaritan 
woman had understood better than they "Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the field, that they are white already unto har
vest." 

Whom will we choose this week to "disciple" for Christ? 
The choice may be made this week-but the discipling will 
take much longer than that. Oh, of course, a "prospect" may 
be taught what to do to become a Christian, and may be 
assisted by encouragement and admonition to be baptized 
into Christ jesus as a penitent believer, but discipling con
tinues. Let us please remember that it continues. Person-to
person is the lord's way. And let it be re-emphasized that 
the quality of personal relationships determines to so great 
an extent the joy and fervor of Christian living-and of 
evangelism. 
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Better Than 13-0 
GAYLORD COOJ<l 

At the start of the current major-league baseball season 
the Atlanta Braves won their first thirteen games. No other 
team had ever done that and so they could truly be said to 
be winners, yea more than winners. 

Paul made a similar statement when he said, "Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us." Beloved, that is even better than 13-0. 

This scripture is found in the context of the climax of 
Paul's great presentation of God's plan of salvation in the 
first eight chapters of Romans. In this section Paul presents 
the whole of life as being a battle and concludes that the 
battle can be won in Christ Jesus. In fact the Christian can 
even exceed victory. He can be more than a conqueror. 

Those to whom Paul wrote faced the immediate battle of 
persecution. Nero, who has been called a "combination of 
mud and blood" was already on the throne. just a short time 
later he saturated the bodies of Christians with oil and drove 
his chariot by the light of their burning bodies. It was a haz
ardous life to be a Christian. When one said, "Jesus is Lord" 
instead of "Caesar is Lord," he often signed his own death 
warrant. When Paul says "who shall separate us from Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress or persecution, or famine or 
nakedness, or peril or sword?" he is not speaking rhetorically 
but literally. 

Today's Christian does not normally face the same prob
lems faced by the Roman Christians, however that does not 
mean there are no battles to be fought or victories to be won. 

Christians in 1982 must fight against secularism. The dif
ference is vast between the modern mechanized life of our 
day and the simple frontier life of those who preceded us 
by a century. Not so long ago they walked unhurried through 
God's woods; slept under God's sky; drank from God's 
springs; ate what nature provided by God's providence. 
Today we sleep on man-made beds, in man-made houses; eat 
canned food; drink tap water; step on man-made sidewalks; 
drive a man-made car under smoke-filled skies to various 
man-made places. So busy are we, trying to make a living 
in these surroundings, we have little time to devote to think
ing about or making a life. Our battle is against a material
istic, secularistic view of life that exalts might over right, 
money over men, position over persons and greed over God. 

Skepticism is another enemy to be fought. Our age is one 
of so-called "new truth." Constant research yields almost 
daily discovery of new facts about the universe. Change is an 
accepted part of our lives and we accept change often with
out even noticing change has occurred. Along with the dis
carding of long accepted "truths" in the scientific and indus
trial realms, the temptation is great to discard real truth in the 
religious realm. Real truth will always stand examination. The 
Christian has nothing to fear in close scrutiny of his belief if 
that belief cornes from the source of all truth, the word of 
God. Since we live in an age of skepticism we must return 
to God's word as the one thing that cannot be moved. If it 
is not founded in the Word we must be ready to discard our 
belief, but determined to hold firmly to that which is from 
God's word. 

Christians today must fight pessimism. Every day the media 
tell of those who have found life not worth living. If one lis-

tens to the voice of doom promoted by Satan he will be 
overcome. Budgets for war mount all over the globe. The 
younger generation is taught to hate and kill by many 
sources. Liquor and illicit drugs have a stranglehold on our 
nation. The family as God would have it and the very ethics 
that built our nation are attacked repeatedly. Apart from faith 
in God, all is vanity. The faith that sustains must not be sur
rendered if we are to survive. 

Ultimately, the battle of every person, is of course, the 
battle with sin. The wages of sin are still death. As Paul 
makes so clear in the chapters that precedes his declaration 
of victory in Rom. 8:37, there is no hope apart from Christ. 
In that Roman letter he had shown the Gentiles were lost 
and the Jews were lost. The Gentiles without law had not 
been able to design a system of salvation. The Jews with the 
Law had been unable to keep the Law and so were guilty of 
sin. There. seemed to be no hope. But into this hopelessness 
Paul introduced Christ. In Christ forgiveness of sin was to be 
found and victory could be won. In fact, more than victory 
could be won. 

In Christ one is on God's side. "If God be for us, who can 
be against us?" The battle lines are sharply drawn. It is 
Christ versus Satan, the will of the Spirit versus carnal flesh, 
good versus evil, godliness versus ungodliness, holy living 
versus immorality. Surely no one can doubt which is God's 
side. Victorious living is to find out what God is doing and 
do it with him. 

Justification belongs to the one who is in Christ. "Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. It is Christ that died, yea, rather is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter
cession for us." The victory belongs therefore to the one who 
is in Christ. 

The Holy Spirit is an aid to the one in Christ. The Spirit 
helps the Christian overcome sin and gives direction to our 
life. A little boy was overheard as he prayed. He prayed 
for his father, mother, sister and now desired to ask God's 
blessings on the candy man down the street who had been 
especially kind to him. The youngster could not think of his 
name, so he prayed, "God bless the candy man. You know 
Lord, the one who walks like this." And getting up from his 
knees he limped across the room in imitation of his friend. 
Who could doubt that God heard him even though he could 
not frame the words. How wonderful it is to know when we 
pray and cannot frame the words, the Spirit and the Son 
are interceding for us according to the will of God. 

The overwhelming victory is assured by Christ's love. Paul 
exhausts his vocabulary in an effort to state that nothing 
past, present nor future, in heaven, earth or hell can sepa
rate us from God's love revealed in Christ. Man's love may 
fail, but never God's. Trusted friends may betray us, but 
never God. No person ever came to the end of life saying, "I 
trusted in jesus. I served him. I obeyed him, but in my hour 
of greatest need, he failed me." Rather each will say, "Nay, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us." 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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A Responsible Christian Press: 

Discussing Others by Name in Print 

Although the N.T. authors wrote by 
inspiration, the manner in which they 
conducted themselves serves as a guide 
for determining current procedures for 
Christian writers. In particular, this ar
ticle is concerned with the contemporary 
practice. of discussing another perso.n in 
a negatrve manner, by name, rn prrnt. 

Evidently, some 20th century writers 
have .not recognized the tendency of 1st 
century writers to avoid using the names 
of their current opponents when they 
wrote. Various· suggestions could be of
fered to explain this phenomenon. Some 
suggest that fear of reprisals from their 
opponents may have been the motive 
for the cryptic descriptions in the Reve
lation. However, if ttiose in error are to 
be named and OJ'?J'?Osed, the fear of 
repercussions should not be a factor. 
Otherwise, Peter's principle of Acts 5:29 
is meaningless. "We must obey God 
rather than men." 

Another suggestion for this phenome
non is the N.T. writers consciously and 
thoughtfully avoided on ethical grounds 
naming in print those whom tlley op
posed. The rssues were the primary con
sideration, not the J?ersonalities. If read
.ers were well taught, they could deal 
with distortions and not rely on some 
teacher to tell who was and who was not 
to be heard. 1 John 4:1 illustrates this 
point. "Test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God." If this principle 
were followed, no person's name would 
be damaged needlessly and carelessly. In 
addition, reconciliation would be more 
easily achieved by eliminating barriers 
that inevitably develop when personali
ties are involved. 

The available evidence points to the 
conclusion that authors scrupulously 
avoided men~ioning those witt' whom 
they differed by name in print, except 
in certain specialized instances. The pur
pose of this article is to briefly review 
that evidence and evaluate the implica
tions of it for a responsible Christian 
press in the 20th century. 

We will only be interested in in
stances where comments in regard to 
individuals are negative in nature
critical, uncomplimentary, accusing disci
plinary, etc. (There are numerous exam
ples where individuals are praised or 
treated in a neutral manner. These, 
however, do not fall in the category to 
be investigated.) Also, we will only be 
interested in examining records written 
in the heat of controversy and debate. 
Since the Gospels and most of Acts de
scribes events 11after the fact'' and thus 
only record history they are not included 
in the appraisal of writer's practices. 

Although there are many other refer
ences to opponents, the following will 
illustrate the principle that material writ-
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ten in the middle of current problems 
avoided the mentioning of names: In 
Acts, "some persons from us who 
trouble you" during the circumcision 
controversy; In Romans, those support
ing the principle of works, those abusing 
grace, those differing over scruples; In 
I Corinthians those exalting themselves, 
their wisdom and their gifts, those 
boasting about the immoral conduct of 
one of their members, those not ac
cepting the resurrection. (Interestingly, 
Paul uses the names of persons not in
volved in the issue, such as Peter, Apol
los, and himself to call attention to the 
misbehaviour of his readers so that he 
would avoid using the names of those 
who were involved! Compare 4:6); In 
Galatians, those who bewitched his 
readers. (It is to be remembered that 
since he was aware of the problem in 
Galatia he also would be aware of the 
ringleaders' identity); In Philippians, the 
perfectionists and/ or sensualists men
tioned in graphic terms in chapter 3; In 
Colossians the supporters of the "Christ
plus" philosophy; In the Thessalonian 
correspondence, the "idlers"; In I and 
II John, the false prophets. A quick 
examination of a concordance reveals 
the frequency of the word "certain" and 
its synonyms to refer to the author's 
adversaries. · 

The survey would be incomplete un
less attention were given to the in
stances where a person is mentioned by 
name in a negative fashion. When the 
author does so he utilizes the following 
principles. 

(1) The negative remarks are descrip
tions of past history, i.e. After the prob
lem that created differences between 
the writer and the named person had 
reached a definite conclusion such as 
discipline or departure. Besides various 
references to O.T. personalities, exam
ples include: Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
(These are persons Paul has delivered to 
Satan, I Timothy 1:20); Hymanaeus and 
Philetus, II Timothy 1:17-18, (One of 
these is evidently the same person 
whom Paul had already delivered to 
Satan. If it is not the same person, the 
fact that Paul quotes from the Korah
Dathan episode leads to the same con
clusion. Moses' opponents were rejected 
by God and destroyed. Therefore, they 
were no longer regarded as among 
God's people); Demas, II Timothy 4:10; 
Alexander, II Timothy 4:14. 

(2) The person is named only when 
the writer is personally affected by the 
actions and/or affirmations of that per
son, or when the writer was personally 
involved in the discipline of the named 
person. (This principle is in harmony 
with Matthew 5; 18; I Corinthians 5:11-
13; Galatians 6:1 that one first goes to 

the offending party personally before 
any other action is taken.) No N.T. writer 
tal<es upon himself the position of re
porting by name the affairs, incorrect 
teachings and unsavory acts of all per
sons who have affected any believer. 
There is no example of "I warn you of 
---, and regard
ing. . ." One may call attention to all 
kinds of teaching, in print, with intensity 
and emotion, so that others may "test 
the spirits." The one thing one may not 
do is do the testing for another. Nor 
may one judge another on the word of 
someone else, no matter how trusted, 
especially if one has not actually gone 
to the person himself. To do so comes 
frightfully close to the teachings of some 
religious groups who require that their 
members be dependent on their pro
fessional leaders for all interpretation 
and evaluation. 

(3) Two possible exceptions need 
evaluation. The first case is Euodia and 
Syntyche (Phil. 4:2). Certainly, Paul was 
not praising them for their current dif
ferences. However, even in this instance 
(a) Paul knew personally these ladies 
and was linked personally to the congre
gation. Philippians was not written as a 
"to whom it may concern" letter to all 
other congregations. (b) He endeavored 
to bring them together by two means. 
First he spent three chapters discussing 
what "mind" his readers were to have. 
(N.T.) writers exhorted, instructed, and 
corrected those who misunderstood or 
misapplied the Christian message by 
using rational arguments for altering the 
misconceptions or misapplication or by 
appealing to what they already knew 
from the writer's prevrous instruction. 
There aP.pears to be no instance where 
the wrrter assumes that his readers 
should have already known something 
which the author himself had not in
structed them. Instruction was the key 
approach. There is no evidence of an au
thor seeking to bring someone into line 
by casting an aura of suspicion over an 
individual, certainly not without per
sonally instructing the named person. 
Second, Paul urges the "true yoke
fellow" to aid in the reconciliation of 
the two women. Paul does not merely 
shame the women and leave them at 
that point. (c) FinallY., Paul does not air 
the extent of their drfferences before all. 

The other possible exception to the 
principle that N.T. writers avoid mention
ing the names (or non-brethren) in
volved in current issues is Diotrephes in 
Ill John. However, this case is not an 
exception when one analyzes the situa
tion closely. The letter is addressed to 
a private individual, Galus, and is not a 
letter intended for general publication. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Future of Missions (1) 
CHARLES COOK 

This article is designed to discuss the 
future of missions for the churches of 
Christ in light of current events and fu
ture prospects. The Church's primary 
task is to evangelize the world no mat
ter what circumstances and difficulties 
prevail. To say the world at present faces 
"difficult and uncertain times" is ad
mittedly an understatement. Naturally, 
uncertainty about the future of the na
tions creates a sense of uncertainty 
about the future of missionary work to 
be done by the Church. Some important 
questions in my mind are: Should the 
Church in the U.S. just maintain a kind 
of "holding pattern" until it is evident 
what the nat1ons intend to do? Can we 
determine anything at this point about 
the direction missions shoulct take? Can 
we do anything about the defeatism 
within our ranks which is resulting from 
our present poor showing? And, what 
should our attitude be in light of a 
world-wide economic upheaval, various 
international tensions and a growing 
world population? 

Perhaps by observing some of the 
facts and current trends going on in the 
world we can get some indication of 
what direction the Church's future mis
sionary efforts might take, and what the 
Church must do in the coming years. It 
seems clear that we are going to have to 
do much better up ahead than we are 
doing now! The divine side of the 
Church is not under investigation in this 
report, how could it be since it is per
fect? It is, therefore, the human element 
that is brought under investigation to 
see if any charges should be made. Al
ready we have concluded that we 
(Chnstians) are going to have to do 
much better in the future than we are 
doing now if the world is to be evan
gelized. 

Roger Dickson, former missionary to 
Brazil, recently stated in a brotherhood 
paper that the Church is in "a crisis in 
world evangelism." He reported that in 
1974 the churches of Christ had 724 
missionaries overseas, but by 1978 we 
had only 550 and presently we are 
down to 427. From the World Mission 
Information Bank maintained by the 
Webb Chapel Church in Dallas one can 
get an abundance of data about how we 
are doing and current trends regardinR 
our progress (or lack of progress) toward 
world evangelism. If this data is correct, 
and I know of no one who doubts it, 
then we are in serious trouble. From that 

·source the following information was 
gleaned: 

Fifty million people die each year, 
one every twenty-one seconds and by 
far the majority die without obedience 
to Christ. They are dying without re
ceiving an adequate presentation of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Every day 165,000 people die, but 
343,000 are born each day for a net in
crease of 178,000 every twenty-four 

hours. Based on our present perfor
mance, those coming mto the world 
each day will not receive a chance to 
hear the gospel before they depart. 

Three million villages in the world are 
without a single Christian to share the 
Gospel with them. 

Asia, with almost two-thirds (above 
60%) of the world's total population 
has less than forty American miss
ionaries from the churches of Christ. 
Asia will double in size in the next 
thirty-five years, while in America it 
will take another one hundred years to 
double the population. 

Only 5% of Africa, 3% of Latin 
America and 1 % of Asia have received 
any substantial Christian teaching. 

Of the 195 nations of the world, only 
130 have received the Gospel in any 
amount, and 65 have been totally ig
nored. 

94% of our preachers minister to the 
9% of the world who speak English 
while 6% minister to the other 91% 
of the world's people. 

85% of all our members are bottled 
up in eight of the United States. 

96% of all church funds are used in 
bringing the Gospel to the 9% who 
speak English, 4% is used to bring the 
Gospel to the other 91% of the world. 

American members of the churches of 
Christ give about seven cents per week 
toward world evangelism outside their 
own area. 

It seems obvious that these statistics 
are going to have to be radically 
changed, but this cannot happen until 
the lethargy about world evangelism 
that produced this situation has some
how changed. The hearts of the Breth
ren must turn again and commit them
selves to the task of finally carrying out 
the Lord's commission in this century. 
The Church is going to have to face its 
obligation to preach the Gospel to 
"every creature." We are going to have 
to accept the fact that our world is 
changing and will continue to change in 
the future. The population explosion is 
a factor to face head-on, and the quality 
of life for all mankind will be altered 
and no doubt diminish. The Church 
must take stock of the world's mount
ing numbers and the assets at its dis
posal and by faith launch out to do what 
the Lord commanded, "preach the Gos
pel to every nation." 

Our evaluation of this task must in
clude information furnished through the 
science of Demography, or the study of 
density and population growth. On the 
evening news of March 14, 1980, Walter 
Cronkite announced that the world 
population now exceeds 4.5 billion. He 
pointed out that it was not until about 
1850 that we reached the first billion, 
then, in about eighty years, we doubled 
in size to 2 billion. In less than half that 
time we reached the 3 billion mark, 
and in March, 1976 the 4 billionth per-

son was born on planet earth. Now, in 
the early part of 1980, we stand at .4.5 
billion with the guarantee that if the 
world lasts to see the turn of the cen
tury we will have well over 6 billion 
souls living together on this globe. 

What causes this "mushrooming ef
fect" that will shoot us from four to six 
billion in the next twenty years? Ob
viously, it is the fact that more are being 
born than are dying, thus giving a net 
increase of seventy million people a year 
at the present time. This net increase 
will grow in proportion to the popula
tion, so that each year the rate of in
crease will be greater. Each year we are 
duplicating the number of people now 
livmg in France, about seventy million 
people. 

There are also other matters to con
sider in the field of DemographY.· With 
the population mushrooming, w1ll food 
production increase at the same rate? It 
1s obvious that it will not, indeed, it 
would hardly be possible. It is at this 
point that many people "put their heads 
in the sand" and refuse to think about 
the problems an over-crowded and over
taxed world will bring to our lives. The 
Christian, of course, does not worry over 
these future prospects because he is 
trusting in Jesus. But he is concerned 
about the teaming millions of souls who 
need the Gospel of Christ, and· so it 
seems wise to now face up to the facts 
about the future. It stands to reason that 
food will become harder and harder to 
come by. Many are now warning us that 
the American dream, our horn of plenty, 
is in trouble. America's source of so
called "cheap food" will soon be a 
thing of the past. It is already over
taxed. Higher priced oil not only effects 
our travel habits, but it will inevitably 
effect every area of our lives, from the 
price of chemical fertilizers, to the 
packaging materials we use, to the cars 
we drive, to the homes we live in, to the 
food we eat. 

Some experts say that at any given 
time the total world stock of food 
would only last one month in the event 
all food production suddenly stopped. 
This fact serves to remind us of the po
tential of a world-wide famine that could 
result rapidly and without much 
warning. 

And, what has all of this to do with 
the future of missions? A great deal I 
believe! Because this is the world we 
live in and are commissioned to evan
gelize. Even the most optimistic have to 
admit the quality of life on earth will 
have to get worse before it ever gets 
better. No matter which way it goes, 
Jesus' instructions of Matthew 28:19, 20; 
Mark 16:15, 16; and Luke 24:46-49 ap
ply to this age with all its complexities. 
As the world is growing and being de
pleted of its resources and experiencing 
other changes the Church must adapt its 
plans and methods of missionary work 
to these circumstances. We cannot 
adopt a "wait and see" policy. We can
not give up. We must obey the Lord! 
(More next week) 
Box 3814, New Delhi, 110049, India 
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April 4-5~ 19821 
The following "prophecy" appeared 

on February 26, 1982 in the pages of 
The jackson Sun. The "prophet" is 
Mikkel Dahl. 

"I look for April 4-5, 1982, to register 
the greatest psychological shock ever ex
perienced by humankind. I am confident 
as to the accuracy of my calculations 
and their epochal importance, but I 
could have erred in judgment as to de
tails-even as I have a few times in the 
past. On the above ·date (Nisan 10 on 
the sacred calendar) I look for thousands 
to be called by God-vanishing into 
thin air! On that date, all Christian be
lievers except for 144,000 (Rev. 14:3), 
will find themselves still on earth-fac
ing The Great Tribulation. 

"On May 30, 1982, comes God's fire, 
answering the unceasing prayers which 
will have ascended worldwide after 
April 5. That will be the 2nd Pentecost 
when 1200, perhaps as many as 12,000, 
will be endued with Divine power. 
"Limited warfare will rage in various 
areas toward the close of 1983, when it 
takes on global scope. Then will com
munist hordes unite and go out to ex-

RAY HAWK 

terminate both Israel and Christendom! 
That lasts about 21 months. On the day 
of Trumpets (Sept. 16, 1985), multiplied 
millions which have readied themselves 
will then also be called out by the 
lord. That event triggers the madness 
which opens a two week nuclear war. 
Then does the lord jesus Christ return 
to earth toward evening Sept. 29, 1985 
(Tishri 14 on the sacred calendar), ful
filling Mtt. 24:22 and 24:30." 

I have left out two paragraphs which 
were of little importance to the rest of 
this "prophecy." What I have given 
shows dates and the events connected 
with them. Deut. 18:22 states, "When a 
prophet speaketh in the ·name of the 
lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the lord 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him." When April 4, 5 
comes, we will have one measuring 
stick to see whether Mr. Mikkel Dahl is a 
prophet or not! However, why wait? 

In the "prophecy" Mr. Dahl alludes 
to Matt. 24:22 and 30 as passages which 

(Continued on page 1 0) 

Getting Along with the Brethren 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

Why is it that some Christians can do 
just about everything expected of them 
but keep the "golden rule"? Often our 
concept of "doing unto others" is a bit 
out of joint. Christians ought to be the 
happiest and easiest-to-get-along-with 
people in the world. Our stuffiness and 
sour spirits will never draw people to 
Christ. Thus, eight Biblical rules for 
better relationships within the body of 
Christ. 

Be genuinely interested in the happi
ness of others! The Bible tells us to be 
kind to each other. We forget. We must 
develop a genuine care fur the well
being of fellow Christians and demon
strate that concern by our actions. One 
step in the right direction would be to 
learn the names of others. We ignore 
others in the church foyer because we 
haven't taken the time to "know" them. 
We must become involved in the lives 
of others and help build them up. Re
joice with others. 

Be slow to condemn and eager to 
show appreciation! john wrote: "I ask 
that we love one another." love is not 
eager to find fault in others. I am suspi
cious of a mindset that always looks for 
blemishes in the lives of others. love 
always seeks opportunity to compli
ment. A compliment withheld is a 
criticism. We must seriously get into the 
construction business and out of demoli
tion work. 

Ask no more of others than you are 
ready to give! It is all too easy to expect 
the impossible of others. We must be
come what we preach. We must be what 
we expect of others. Everybody knows 
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about everybody else's business but 
their own. Christians must keep a real
istic perspective on the demands they 
make of others. Be fair! 

Be quick to ask forgiveness when a 
mistake is made! Our forgiveness can 
only be expected in accordance to how 
we forgive. There are too many who 
want to "cover up" their guilt. Only 
Jesus can do that. I am not advocating 
that we all air our dirty laundrr. in 
public, but we must have a spint of 
penitence and remorse when we sin or 
wrong another. Peace of mind lies in the 
grace of forgiveness. It is unchristian to 
hold grudges. 

Tal(e an active part in church pro
grams! Jesus had a spirit to "work" the 
works of him who sent him. Successes 
come only when programs are activated 
by serious and committed members. A 
Chain (church) is only as strong as its 
weakest link (member). There are no 
more "non-participating'' memberships 
left in the church of God. Christians 
must be active, vibrant, involved, strong, 
vital, committed, sacrificial, working 
members. 

Don't resent the ill moods of de
pressed members! We are to rejoice al
ways. This joy doesn't mean that we 
cannot ever become depressed. It does 
mean we must ever be aware of the joy 
of our salvation. We must not allow 
others to control our emotions. When 
others get hot and blow up, remain cool. 
When others are depressed, try to 
comfort and consol them. 

Become what you want others to be! 
It is all too easy to direct the lives of 

others from our seat of awareness. Arm
chair quarterbacks and foxhole generals 
are a dime a dozen these days. Never 
expect more of others than you are will
ing to contribute yourself. Aim high, 
develop great expectations, then meet 
those goals and expectations personally. 

Resolve disputes in a 11Christlike" 
manner! God didn't make our brains 
from the·same pattern. I am grateful for 
our differences. We will not always 
agree. Therefore we must realize that 
disagreements are settled more by mu
tual understanding than by affixing 
blame. Be a peace-maker! 
2715 N. Averill Ave., Flint, Ml 48506 

Older Pilots-and Preachers 
KEN DYE 

It was not too long ago that I had one 
of the most enjoyable flights aboard a 
commercial airliner I have ever experi
enced. From takeoff to landing, that 
large airliner was handled with the ex
pertise of a true professional. 

As we began to de-plane I neared the 
cockpit, and saw our professional for 
the farst time. 

He was an old pilot. The airlines 
recognize wisdom of using experienced 
and well-seasoned men. These "older'' 
men have flown more miles, gone 
through more storms, ferried more peo
ple, and made more safe landings than 
the men two-thirds their age. They are 
respected, have prestige, and are re
tained as long as possible. 

If the airlines operated as many of 
our congregations do, how would the 
scene appear? Regardless of the pilot's 
credentials and experience, if he were 
not between the ages of 33 and 45 he 
would just not be considered. 

Also, if he were to be found in con
trol at age 50 or 60, he would simply be 
relieved by some "younger" man. 

It is a shame, but prior to our hiring 
most men, churches, check first their 
age. They would rather see how tall one 
is rather than how deep. Or listen to 
the sound of his voice rather than de
termine his relationship with the Father. 

It is a shame that many a gray head 
has been passed up for the young and 
glamorous. In reality, the older preacher 
has traveled farther with the lord, sur
vived more storms, weathered more 
committee meetings, been shot at more 
times, been loved more, brought more 
folks to a safe landing in the kingdom 
than the younger brother just beginning. 

His only crime is the years caught up 
with him. 

In the words of Jesus, "The children 
of this world are in their generation 
wiser than the children of light." Seldom 
is this more clearly seen than in 
churches searching for ministers as com
pared to the business world's search for 
seasoned leadership. 

The lord took 80 years to get Moses 
ready for his final 40 years of work. And 
he did a fairly good job. 

Not bad for an older man. Not bad 
at all. 
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Is It Right to Persuade? BOBBY BATE 

There are some who advocate that it 
is wrong to use persuasion when trying 
to lead one to obey the gospel. They 
insist that we must merely present the 
gospel and let this sinner make up his 
own mind. In one way they are probably 
right, but without clarifying what they 
mean by "persuasion," they are leaving 
some very wrong impressions. 

If by "persuasion" they mean badger
ing, deceitfulness and arm-twisting, they 
are exactly right. However, none of these 
properly fit under the definition of 
"persuasion." Webster defines persuade 
as: "to move by argument, entreaty, or 
expostulation to a belief, position, or 
course of action." The word "expostu
late" means "to reason earnestly with a 
person for purposes of dissuasion or 
remonstrance." 

When Peter preached the first gospel 
sermon, he did not sit down at the end 
of his presentation, but "with many 
other words he testified, and exhorted 
them, saying, Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation." (Acts 2:40) 

The great apostle Paul used persua
sion as he preached the gospel around 
the world: Acts 18:4; 19:8; 28:23; 2 
Corinthians 5:11. 

Persuasion is continuing to work with 
the sinner until he understands the full 
import of the gospel message. He needs 
to understand that he is a sinner sepa
rated from God and on the road to Hell. 

Persuasion is helping the sinner feel 
about the Lord the way we do. If he can 
be made to realize the sacrificial love 
that drove Jesus to die upon the cross for 
him, it would be difficult for him not to 
love Jesus. And, if he really loves jesus, 
he will want to obey him. 

Persuasion is helping the sinner make 
a wise decision. We must make every 
effort to present the facts about eternity 
so vividly and realistically that the deci
sion he makes about his eternal destiny 
will be a wise one. 

Persuasion is exciting the sinner's 
emotions to accept what he knows is 
right. 

Naaman very likely would never have 
been cured of his leprosy if his servants 
had not convinced him to do what the 
prophet of God told him and dip seven 
times in the Jordan. 

We use persuasion in almost every 
aspect of our lives. When a young man 
finds the young lady he wants to spend 
the rest of his life with, he tries every 
way in the world to persuade her to 
marry him. Often that rascal will resort 
to bribery in an effort to win her. He 
brings her candy, flowers, gifts and takes 
her out to expensive restaurants. Call it 
what you like, but that is persuasion. 

When we apply for a job, we present 
our credentials and all of the valid rea
sons we can think of to convince the 
employer that we should be hired for 
the job. That is persuasion. 

When we try to talk people into doing 
anything or attempt to change their 
pomt of view on any subject, we are 
using persuasion. 

If we can use persuasion in every 
aspect of our earthly life, why can't we 
use it in regard to something far more 
important: ETERNITY?! 

Paul said, "Knowing therefore the fear 
of the Lord, we persuade men ..• " 
Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies, 
Denver, Colorado 

Evangelism: Faith Without Works 
AUSTIN H. EMERY 

Everyone generally agrees that James 
is a New Testament writer who had great 
concern for the practical aspects of 
Christianity. Addressing Christians he 
wrote of a "faith" that did not produce 
works as, really, nonexistent. We have 
always used his writing to refute doc
trines of "beliefism only" on the part 
of those outside the body of Christ. Yet 
his message was not written to those 
not yet Christians; it was, rather, to 
God's children he wrote of the necessity 
of a living faith for acceptable service 
to our Lord. 

Christians everywhere seem to be 
more and more aware of the biblical 
teaching of a need to evangelize. Speak
ers exhorting saints to evangelize are 
met with hearty verbal agreements from 
those who hear. Workshops and semi
nars abound to spur us on to greater 
zeal in evangelism and are well at
tended. 

Methodology has kept pace with the 
awareness. Study guides and tools that 
are most effective abound. Books have 
been written that tell us not only of the 

need but of practical, workable ways to 
share the good news of the Christ. One 
need not look far to find ways that work 
in winning the lost for the Lord and 
Master of us all. We have the metho
dology. 

We do not have a lack of experienced 
evangelists in Christ's kingdom. There 
are no small number of individuals who 
have led many to Christ through the 
gospel. We have brothers and sisters 
in the Lord who can share their experi
ence in meaningful and practical ways. 
We can learn from those who have 
"been there" evangelizing. This is a 
great blessing. 

With all of this going for us, are we 
evangelizing? Is every community where 
there is a congregation of Christians 
hearing the gospel? Are we sharing the 
good news with increasing effective
ness? Is our rate of conversions any
thing like the rate of population in
crease? Is the body of Christ increasing 
because of more effective evangelizing? 
Sadly we must admit we do not have 
good answers. 

Faith without works is dead and talk 
about evangelism without evangelism 
is dead. Our talk and our agreement 
about the need to evangelize needs to 
be replaced by our evangelizing. It is 
time to "show'' our conviction by what 
we do. My belief that a world is lost 
without Christ must be a motive to share 
him. My agreement that it is time to 
evangelize must prompt me to evangel
ize. The motivation and stimulation 
gained at lectureships and workshops 
needs to be carried out in deeds done. 
Unless and until I share Christ my words 
about evangelism are useless. My pres
ence at a few events emphasizing evan
gelism will not lead anyone to Christ 
unless I go out to share the gospel. 

I would not play down the role of 
lectureships and workshops. We need 
stirring and sometimes this is accom
plished. I would not measure evangelism 
solely by numbers who are converted. 
Success is when we teach. Yet when I 
am stirred to action it is important that 
action follow. Let's move out of the lec
ture hall and out of the seminar and 
workshop setting and let's share the 
good news of Jesus far and wide. Let's 
let our faith work: Evangelize! f 
Farmington, New Mexico 

The Church and Worship 
in Song 

TILLIT S. TEODLIE 

From my early childhood, even when 
I was four years old, I was deeply im
pressed by the song service in the 
church. I recall some of the beautiful 
songs that my mother sang to us, such 
as "He Is Able to Deliver Thee," "God 
Is Calling the Prodigal," and many other 
songs and hymns tf.at were sung during 
revival meetings, as far back as I can 
recollect. 

My impressions have always been 
stirred by songs which express great 
spiritual truths. One song that made a 
very deep impression on me was "Ever 
Will I Pray." I recall the sweet melody, 
and the rich harmony, and the deep 
sentiment of worship toward a living 
God. Some of the songs that I have writ
ten during the seventy-two years that I 
have been writing songs have incorpo
rated the sentiment and the rich, ex
pressive harmony of that song. 

During the years I was actively direct
ing songs in gospel meetings in the 
church, it was my aim and purpose to 
select songs of the deepest and most 
impressive and edifying types. Unfortu
nately, the church did not have durable 
hymnals, such as we have today, and in 
many gospel meetings in which I have 
directed the singing the church had only 
small, paper back books, with possibly 
one hundred to a hundred and fifty 
songs from which to make a selection 
for spiritual worship. Gradually, the 
church has emerged with large hymnals, 
with a great variety of songs and hymns. 
Many of these new hymnals have in-

(Continued on page 11) 
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APRIL 4-5, 1982! 
(Continued from page 8) 

w ill be fulfill ed on September 29, 1985. 
However, these verses are found before 
Matthew 24:34 w hich states, "Verily I 
say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass, t ill all these things be fulfilled." 
The apostles are the generation being 
spoken to. Not our generation! What is 
mentioned in verses 22 and 30 would 
take place before that generation died. 
In fact, Jesus is speaking of the destruc
t ion of the Temple and the city of j eru
salem, Cf. w .1-2. This event took place 
in A.D. 70 during the days of that gen
eration. 

In Mr. Dahl's first paragraph, he al
ludes to the Rapture, a doctrine that is 
far from being Bibl ical. Nothing is said 
in the book of Revelation, Colossians, 

or any other book about a Rapture tak
ing place in the 20th century. Hal Lind
sey, M ikkel Dahl and others have per
verted several scriptures to teach thei r 
doctrine of the Rapture. 

Also in the first paragraph Mr. Dah l 
speaks of The Great Tribu lation. But, 
rather than be an event to transpire on 
Nisan 10 or April 4-5, 1982, it was an 
event that took place before the destruc
t ion of the Temple in A.D. 70! Keep in 
mind that Matt. 24:15-21 are verses 
found before Matt. 24:34. The great trib
ulation took place before A.D. 70. This 
same term is also found in Rev. 7:14 
ind icating that Revelation was written 
before A.D. 70 and refers to the same 
event. 

Mr. Dahl says that 1200 or 12,000 w ill 
receive power on a 2nd Pentecost w hich 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachet·s, Pet·sonal Workers, 
Eldet·s and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

IN SEPTEMBER, 1 9 8 2 

wi ll fall on May 30, 1982. Miracles 
ceased in the f i rst century w ith the de
struction of the Temple (I Cor. 1 :S-7; 
13:8-10). There w ill never be another 
miraculous era w here gifts are poured 
out upon the church on earth. Mr. Dahl 's 
speculations here are just as unfounded 
as far as scripture is concerned as are 
those he gives on other matters in his 
" prophecy." 

It never ceases to amaze me that thou
sands of people w ill swallow Mr. Dahl's 
"prophecy" w ithout turning one page of 
the Bible to see if what he says is true. 
What mystifies me is w hy people w i ll 
continue to follow such a prophet when 
he admi ts he has made mistakes on 
prophecies in the past! All such cir
cumstances continue to rem ind me of 
II Thess. 2:10-1 2. 
1461 East Chester, jackson, Tennessee 
38301 

Preparat ions For '84 World's Fair Begin 

The World's Fair is coming to New 
Orleans, Louisiana in 1984 and the 
churches there are already beginning to 
,prepare. At a recent meeting of area 
congregations in Southeastern Louisiana 
wholehearted support was offered to the 
elders of the Crowder Boulevard Church 
of Christ in New Orleans to coordi nate 
the effort. Fo r more information, write 
either j . Warren Casey or Lester Balcom, 
Church of Christ, 7301 Crowder Boule
vard, New Orleans, LA 70127. 

White's Ferry Road School of Biblical Studies 

Begins Its Fourteenth Year Of Training Men 

To Preach The Word 

LOOK NO FURTHER! THIS IS THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
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3201 North Seventh St. 

W. Monroe, LA 71291 

PHONE: 318-396-6000 

FI RM FOU NDATION-JULY 27, 1982 



THE CHURCH AND WORSHIP IN SONG 
(Continued from page 9) 

corporated some very light and inex
pressive songs, which are not really 
worthy to be used in a spiritual service, 
but these hymnals do have enough good, 
spiritual songs to give a variety of selec
tions in every service. The light songs 
should not be used in spiritual worship. 

The song service affords an opportu
nity for every Christian to express in 
words the deepest and most sublime 
sentiments in praise to God. Not only 
does the song service provide the entire 
congregation with an opportunity to en
gage in this worship service, but it af
fords every Christian an opportunity to 
"teach and admonish one another in 
songs, and hymns and spiritual songs." 
This is a blessed privilege. 

The song director has a very respon
sible obligation to select suitable songs 
for the deepest and most profound out
pourings of the soul. He also has the 
opportunity to direct the singing in a 
very dignified and inspirational manner. 
There is no other part of a service in 
which the entire congregation feels more 
united than when hearts are opened in 
song. Songs about the heavenly king 
deserve to have every word impressed 
on the heart, and this can be done 
through the proper rendition of the song 
-not too fast, and not too slow. 
6310 Ellsworth, Dallas, Texas 75214 

Reprinb of any single page article appearing 
In the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
Ies nc,a accepted. 

DISCUSSING OTHERS BY NAME 
(Continued from page 6) 

(The fact that Ill John was one of the 
last books to be widely used and ac
cepted in the canon points toward the 
same conclusion. Only long after the 
parties involved were no longer on the 
scene was the document put into wide 
circulation.) Also, we observe that in 
spite of the blatant rejection of John's 
authority, the apostle hesitates to deal 
with the matter in detail in rrint. He 
regards it as a matter to dea with in 
person, thus fulfilling the principles of 
Matthew 5:23 and 18:15. There is no 
N.T. example of a brother in Christ 
being "drawn and quartered" in print. 

If the "pattern prmciple" is valid in 
the ethical situation described above we 
would be careful to follow it and to re
pent of some previous virtriolic charges 
and discussions against our brethren 
who have been named in print. Should 
the "pattern principle" not be binding 

in this situation, the example set by 
N.T. writers should be exemplified 
nonetheless. (Only good could result 
from being careful of how another per
son's name is used, even when not in 
print.) 
Box 4227, David lipscomb College, 
Nashville, Tn. 37203 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
16617 Parthenia 

Sepulveda, Ca. 91343 
Ph. 213·892-8695 

Need 2nd, 3rd, & 4th grade teachers 
Salary $10,272-$17,522 

Need Custodian 
Medical, dental plan provided 

L. D. Webb, Principal 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

~ 1n01e I han a fa~ 6e~11ice, lui" ll ~6 a Ia~ 6e~-r:~~·ce ••• 
Do you know the cost of not paying your taxes when due? 
The interest rate is now 20%. 

Do you know preachers are subject to a penalty equivalent 
to this rate if they don't pay quarterly estimates? 

Do you know there is an additional 6% penalty if the amount 
due is not paid by April 15th? 

Do you knottT of a system that helps y~u avoid these costly 
penalties and interest? 

C~ll Ted Monroe 
(80b)744-3485 

WE DO 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock. ~ 79401 
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R. S. BELL 
R. S. Bell of Dallas, longtime trustee 

of Abilene Christian University, died 
june 2 at Baylor Medical Center in Dal las 
after an extended i l lness. He was 84. 

Bell was born Oct. 1, 1897, in Fort 
Worth. He began his business career in 
Dallas in 1919 as an accountant for 
Ernst and Ernst. 

In 1929 he became vice president and 
treasurer of Skil lern and Sons, Inc., a 
chain of retail drug stores in Dallas. He 
served in that capacity until 1941 when 
he became executive vice president of 
Wyatt's Food Stores, Inc., a Dallas chain. 

Be ll became president of Wyatt's Food 
Stores, Inc., in 1955 and of a newly 
formed spinoff from that organization, 
Wyatt's Cafeterias. 

Bell was a member of the ACU Board 
of Trustees for 22 years and of the senior 
board from 1969 until his death. He also 

served ACU as a member of its Na
tional Development Council, NDC steer
ing committee, chairman of the NDC 
major gifts committee and in various 
other capacities. 

From 1975 until its completion in 
1978, Bell was chairman of the $4 mil
lion campaign for ACU's Don H. Morris 
Center, w hich now houses the depart
ments of communication, art and home 
economics. 

Bell was married to the former Kather
ine Tubb, Nov. 25, 1927, in Sparta, Tenn. 
The couple has been active at the Pres
ton Road Church of Christ in Dallas 
where Bell served as an elder until his 
death. 

He is survived by his wife; two daugh
ters, Mrs. H. Lynn (Barbara) Packer of 
Da llas, and Mrs. james N. (Betty) Muns 
of Plano; seven grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren. j ---------------------------·cuSHiONS-FOR ___________ _ 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flcwers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact u.s fM free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

I "J_o_ -~-~~-o-a_a_a_a_a_a_u_o_u_a_a_o_o_a_•_o_o_u~-n- n-~~ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Schola_rships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 
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Evansv ille, Indiana 4 7711 (812-4 77 -5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1·502·821-3544. 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
Thursday, June 3, at 3 p.m. at the Preston 
Road Church of Christ in Dallas. Ar
rangements are being handled by the 
Sparkman-Hillcrest funeral home on 
Northwest Highway. 

BOREN ENTERS FUll-TIME 
GOSPEL MEETING WORK 

With twenty eight years experience in 
the proclamation of the gospel, Maxie 
B. Boren is now commencing ful l-time 
gospel meeting work in June. 

Brother Boren is a grad~ate of Abi
lene Christian University. His preaching 
dates back to June of 1954. 

He has just concluded six years of 
located work w ith the Westh ill con
gregation in Corsicana. 

Prior to en tering full-time meeting 
work, Maxie has al ready conducted 214 
such efforts in 29 different states. 

Any congregation desiring to have 
him for a meetn ig should w ri te him at 
P.O. 62, Coriscana, Texas 75110-0020. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947 ·5403 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM"~pok(;n'Wordif{}od:: 
Alexander Scourby' s Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

a-folder 
48Cuaeues 

tO Albums 
1 Casscue 

Each 

Album 
6C...MorltCS 

Holder 
16Cas.w:na 

Holder 

nwCiu-.Jlf'l 
of John 

2Casscllc. ...._ __ __ 

• Reproduction is made directly from the original 
masters, giving the highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these products. This 
reduces stretching and distortion which is often 
experienced with thin tapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy to search out 
specific scriptures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders with velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. 

Now, you have the facts . .. NEW .. .IMPROVED .. . AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free, 1-800-531-5227. In Texas Call 1-800-252-9103. 

Vinrl 
Album OR 

Vinrl 
Ho lder Product Volume 

The Complete Bible 4 

The Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The New Testament ............. . ... ·..... 1 

Psalms and Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

The Gospel of John ...................... . 1 

Romans ............. . ............. ..... . 

Casseues Price 
64 $199.50 

(plus $7.50 postage and hand ling) 
48 $159.95 

(plus $7.50 postage and handling) 
16 $ 49.95 

(plus SS.OO postage and handling) 
6 $ 24.95 

(plus 53.60 postage and handling) 
2 s 9.95 

(plus S 1.50 postage and hand ling) 
1 $ 6.95 

(plus Sl.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 6 10, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHIP TO: AMOUNTENCLOSED ~ 

Name __________________________________ _ 

Address _____________________________ City _______ State ______ _L.ip ___ _ 



HARDING LECTURESHIP DATE SET 
"The Church: Renewal or Ruin" wil l 

be the theme of the 59th Annual 
Harding University Bible Lectureship 
Oct. 13-16, according to Dr. Neale 
Pryor, Lectu reship director and professor 
of Bible. 

In all, 32 day and evening lectures are 
scheduled over the four-day period. 
Also, Lynn Anderson wi ll present two 
chapel programs: "What Is Your 
Crutch?" and "Help My Unbelief." 

Hulen L. Jackson, 215 McMurry, Dun
canville, Texas 75116: I'm now holding 
6-8 mission meetings each year and this 
year and 1982 are filled. Travel expenses 
can be arranged if need be. I leave to-

morrow for Grinnell, Iowa, and Cam
eron, Mo. In the Fall we will be at Osh
kosh, Wis., Greenville, Ala., Brandon 
Florida, and Yucca Valley, Cal. We are 
pleased to have Charles Hodge here w ith 
us. 

Jute L. Miller, Houston, Texas 77017: 
On june 19 I was invited to the Sun
set School of Preaching to conduct a 
workshop on successful soul winning 
using the Jule Miller Filmstrips. I was so 
very impressed with the facilities of 
S.S.O.P., the deep spiritual ity of the stu
dents, both men and women, and the 
quality of the faculty. About 20% of the 
150 preacher students themselves had 
been converted by the filmstrips. Over 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. O.BoxiBC 

Aorence, AL 35630 
205-766~610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVJD R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

SO% were already using the filmstrips to 
convert others. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
whPn vou move. 

en toll by lept. 7 
ollolt. ,c. ( t Oo\ ( 4 l ( 

HUGH SHIRA, D<H< l o• 

/outfiern California /diool 
of 

~ \Y rom f!S® D r1 ~ Lifl 

JOY BUS CAPS 
$2.95 ea. 

Minimum 
Order 

24 
Prep~id Delivery 

Top Quality Gold/White Cap 
with Brown 'Lettering 

also 

joy BusT-Shirts $4.95 ea. (Min. 24) 
(Hanes Yellow with Brown lettering) 

Send Check To: OTIS SIGN SHOP, 429 W. 
YOSEMITE AVE., MANTECA, CA 95336. (Cali· 
fornia Residents Add 6% Sales Tax). Allow 3-4 
weeks for de livery. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box 8779 Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertioin~r in thio section $1.50 per line. Des igned especially to accommodate conl!'re&"atioru 

advertioing meeting placu, preachers seekin&" work or con&"re~ratl.ona seeking preachers. Abo other 
acceptablo matter. 

DEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHIUST 
SCHOOL OF DlDLICAL STUDIES 

Prcaching-.Personal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curr iculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training'' 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Sou thside C hurch ot Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mler Rd. Robert L. Gregg, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAlonYOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Younglleld Ct. 
Tele. : 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
CHATH~l. N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Aluka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phono 272-7584 or 844-6719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Plea•nnton, CnlJfornln 94~6 
J a mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLA ND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 H aunala Ra., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover S tro•ta 
Sunday \vorship S.S. 10: 00 A.M. 10: 50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

------:-iP:<a:=u"'l'"'H"''=arper, 4 73-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, :MAINE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday claucs. 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phono 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visit.ara Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Jllor~nn Ave., 
U.S. 400 End Oppo•lte K-JIInrt, Offlee 4'1'1-
~2'11. nobby Wade, !ltln. 470-40110. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christ ian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more Information cull 616-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bcllfield Rd.. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EM1'L0YMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNlA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care starr. (Christian couples.) Good ony and bene
fils. Ir Interested. contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, nt P.O. Box 697, Vacavi lle. CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YU~IA, ARIZ., 0~1 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p . m. Ph. 344- 3750 
A'l'T'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRYST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St . Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7: 00 
P.M. Cnil 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 79fi-2R11. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a fu ll-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3C2B7. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile fro m Fair, 
$60 nigh t, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOO L OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
- -SONG LEADER, TEACHER, PERSONAL WORKER 

NEEDED. 
Population 2S,OOO, )r. College, Church here can fur
nish moving expense, house and utili ties. Also we will 
help you secure additional support. For furthe r infor
mation, contact Buddy Cogburn, Route 3, lo la, Kansas, 
66749. Call 1-316-365-6427 or 2977. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIOLES-wrlte Cor free 
leather snmples nnd prices. Diblo Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
~~J~~t49-~.0~l. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 4985S or ph. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Loe Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Lingc 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

VISITING MEXICO CITY1 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:1S a.m. Call 531-874S for info or transportation. Or 
call 596-2701. Spanish language services, 10:30 A.M. 
Call 691-3363. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-61 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1696. Kenneth Chambers. Minister. 
Buses for sale and locator service. Greyhound travel 
g~j/~9~~~4S~~ooibuses. 6 years experie.ncc. Fort Worth 

PREACHER WANTED: growing congregation of about 
65 seeks a well-educated minister for full-time work. 
Housing/util ity allowance and modest salary. Send 
resume to W. McDaniel, Boca Delray Church of 
Christ, 602 Bluebird Dr., Delray Beach, Fl 33444. 
Minister available September 4, 1962. Thirty-one years 
old, married, no children, experienced and sou nd. 
Whites Ferry Road School of Preaching graduate. 
Resume, references, and picture furnished. Ted Reed, 
~~i16~;;~~~~~'6~ Ct., Belton, MO 64012. Telephone: 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Honolulu, Hawaii is in need 
of ~ full ti.mc preacher-minister. They arc able to 
furnrsh housmg, a reasonable salary and arc willing to 
bear the expense of moving Items of necessity. They 
would rrcfer having someone who has had several 
years o experience as a preacher in a multi-ethnic en
vironment. Individuals interested In working in a dif
ficult but rewarding area please send a current resume, 
a tape of a recent sermon and a family picture to the 
elders of: Church of Christ, 1732 Kceaumoku Street, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. 
Wanted: Mature, full time preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
n<?t. essent~al) bi-lingual man (Sp~n.-Eng.) ~nd re tired 
milrt.ary wrth no school age chrldrcn. Wril provide 
furnrshed 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 
Pews available November 1. 53 pews, 15' long. 1 pew, 
9' 9". 26 pews, 24' long, in 12' sections. Ail with re
movable 2" pads and book racks. Two pulpit pews, 4Y> • 
long. 1 communion table and 1 sound system control 
cabinet. Ail in blond finish. For inquiries, please 
contact or call 817/692-0032. 
PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 pews, 10 ft. long for 
s~i ~. These pews are solid oak and in very good con
drtron. They have pads for the scats. We are asking 
15.00 dollars per foot, or call and make an offer. 
Included in the price will be a podium, communion 
table, and 2 small pews for stage area. Contact the 
Clayton Church of Christ: call 1-SOS-374-2722 or 
~~~fc-g78'jjgff_4 or write to P.O. Box 96, Clayton, New 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CH ILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPER IENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE CROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
569-2236 (nigh t/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 76005. 
VISITING '62 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE! Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 630 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit. 3S2 1-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-S706. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $2S, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Croups welcome. For 
reservations (61 5) 693-2172. joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
MINISTER WANTED to work with small congregation 
in college town in beautiful Black Hills. We need a 
man who can furnish part support or work-out fu ll or 
part time. New 3 bedroom home furnished. Box 26, 
Spearfish, SO 57783. 

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuclito Navajo Children's 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents and 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, va
cation and days orr. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1 -SOS-B63-SS30. 
LONDON: Experienced preacher with personal work 
aptitude needed for 100-member congregation, no 
eiders. Full support available. Preferred age range 
35-55. Do not apr.ly if unprepared to stay at lca.st 
fo ur years. Wemb ey Church of Christ, 92 Barnhill 
Road, Wcmblcy, Middlesex, England. 

A Firm Foundation •nb•crfptlon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gilt. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one·year internship. 
Qualify to be a full·time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnis,hings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:Jfte oforJ~ 
Own Church 

tlJ 
_j.JarvelJ _A, Cfti/Jre66 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $ 1 .50 per copy 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary Oil the Minor Prophets Vol. 2 @ $8.95 each plus $ 1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add l Oo/o. (Texas residents add 5o/o sales tax.) 

Name ________________________________________________________ __ 

Address. ______________________________________________________ _ 

City ________________________________ State, _____ --.J.-ip, ________ _ 
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THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC was con
ducted at Hensel Memorial Camp, near Austin in June. Pic
tured he re is a typical class of future song leade rs, study.ing 
under Tom Chapin h_?W to better serve . the lord. ! he F1r!"' 
Foundation, jointly w1th the Westover H!lls ch~rch m Austm 
sponsors the music school each year m w h1ch some 150 
young men and boys are trained not only to lead songs but 
to lead people. The 1983 session will be held June 6-17. 

Austin, Texas, August 3, 1982 
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THE GREAT NORTHWESTERN 
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP 

We recently had the pleasure of participating in the 
Great Northwestern Evangelism Workshop in Tacoma, 
Washington. This was the fourth year of what is to be
come an annual event. It was most encouraging to see 
the thousands gathered there for a four day study of 
how to grow the church in the Northwest. 

Coordin~ted by the lakeview church in Tacoma ·and 
the Federal Way church from the area between Tacoma 
and Seattle; it was one of the best organized and most 
efficiently conducted workshops we have ever attended. 
Ken Wilson, co-ordinator of the workshop, did a mag
nificent job, and literally scores of volunteer helpers 
made things run smoothly. 

Brethren had rented the facilities of Pacific lutheran 
University in Tacoma for the occasion. Next to Pepper
dine this is one of the most beautiful campuses we have 
seen. Very few students were on campus during the 
summer-one of whom was baptized during the work
shop. Dormitories, dining hall, auditoriums, conference 
rooms-we had the use of the whole campus. There are 
hundreds of small college campuses across America idle 
during the summer. It would be a good thing if we 
rented a lot of them and held workshops after the pat
tern of the one in Tacoma. The university staff was ex
ceptionally co-operative, extending many uncontracted 
for courtesies to our group. The friendly co-operation 
was a most pleasant experience. 

Some of the finest church builders in the brotherhood 
such as Jeff Walling, Jim Woodell, Gordon Ferguson, 
Wally Wilkerson, Tom Bonner, J. J. Turner, Bob Hen
dron, Marvin Phillips and others contributed masterful 
direction to the week's studies. They were there to give 
their best efforts and expertise to the training of church 
leaders in the Northwest. They did a thrilling job. They 
were not negative, had no axes to grind, were not out to 
debate anybody, and their messages were positive and 
instructive. There was an air of hope rather than despair 
about the whole week's work. Whatever hope the 
church has lies with such men as these and not with its 
critics. The atmosphere is wholesome in a place where 
thousands gather and no one is interested in throwing 
stones to wreck someone's good work. 

Recently we raised about two million dollars to feed 
a few score of hungry Christians in Poland, and we 
thought that was grand. Now how about raising about 
ten times that much and spending it to feed the hun
dred million hungry souls in America's great North-
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eastern and Northwestern quadrants? It would be a 
tragedy if these millions were to die without ever having 
a chance to hear and it would be a sad, sad commentary 
on our faith if ~e don't at least try to reach them. This 
workshop was an attempt at preparing the church for 
reaching out to the lost. 

The church in the Northwest, like the church in the 
Northeast has gone through a period of quarreling and 
splitting. This, we believe, springs from the fact that the 
beginning congregations were made up largely of trans
planted southern church members with whom quar~el
ing and splitting are a way of life. Now that a g~nerataon 
has arisen that is native to the area we are seeang some 
very hopeful growth on the part of the churches. The 
more than four thousand that attended at one time or 
another the Northwestern Workshop testify to the fact 
that there is a new wind blowing among the churches of 
the Northwest. They will grow. 

Evangelism is what the church is all about. We can 
blame the demise of many congregations upon the fact 
that their light went out in the community. When they 
ceased to be what jesus intended that the church should 
be, there was no longer any need for their continued 
existence, and so they died. 

jesus walks among the candlesticks. He is there when 
two or three are gathered together in his name. Where 
bunches of people are together just to 11have church" 
there is little reason for him to be there. jesus removes 
dead churches just as a vinedresser removes unpro
ductive branches in the pruning process. Only living 
churches have a right to continue. When they die it is 
often more gracious to 11merge with another congrega
tion" than to admit that the lord has removed the 
candlestick. New churches spring up wherever conscien
tious souls will give themselves to the Master's business. 
We are seeing a lot of this in areas where the church has 
never been strong in the past. 

The church must quit its passive role and get involved 
in evangelism. The world is longing to hear a militant 
voice. It's· time we quit cursing the darkness and began 
lighting candles. It is time to plant chruches rathe.r than 
split churches. It is time to challenge the Deval and 
swing the sword of the Spirit with a vengeance. Why not 
five thousand evangelism workshops in the next twelve 
months? and why not elders go to them, and encourage 
all the members to attend them. It would do us good. 
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That They May Be One 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

Most of my life, I have heard preachers of the gospel use 
John 17:21 to emphasize the sin of denominationalism. All 
of my preaching life I have done likewise, and shall continue 
to do so. However, I think a large part of my preaching has 
emphasized secondary matters in that respect rather than 
primary ones. 

For example, I have emphasized that all those who follow 
Christ should be one in doctrine, as Paul expressed in 1 
Corinthians 1 :10, "Now I beseech you, brethren-that ye all 
speak the same things-." This is VERY important, although 
he is here speaking to brethren, not to denominations. But 
the principle is still valid, and illustrates the fact that the 
oneness of Christ and the Father involved the unity of words. 
If our unity is to ''even as" theirs, it must involved doc
trinal unity. But one may have doctrinal unity with another 
and still not have the oneness for which Christ prayed. 

I have preached that they had unity of works and that we, 
if we are to have oneness "even as" theirs, must practice in
dividually and collectively those things authorized by and 
compatible with the teachings of Christ. I shall continue to 
preach that. 

We have taught that Christ and his Father had a unity of 
purpose and will. We find in John 3:17, "God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved." The fact that Jesus prayed in 
the Garden, "-nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt" 
is but the climax of a whole life expressing that attitude. In 
fact, we can say with absolute confidence that if he had not 
lived that way, he would not have died that way. So, if we are 
to be one as Christ and the Father are one, our will and pur
pose must be the same. As we have. frequently said to an 
audience, the majority of which seemed to have little con
cern for personally helping to carry the gospel to the lost, 
"He came to seek and save the lost. For what did you come?" 
One great reason for the failure of unity in the church of our 
lord today is in the failure in our will and purpose to put 
first things first. But we may have the same purpose, and still 
not have the oneness for which Christ prayed. 

In preaching about this sort of thing, I usually go into 
Ephesians 4:4-6, emphasizing that if there is but one body, all 
denominational and sectarian division is wrong. I shall con
tinue to emphasize the unity described here, including one 
Lord, one faith and one baptism. 

Most of the time, we probably emphasize the fact that the 
one baptism is he kind of action God ordained, that is, im
mersion. The truth of the matter is that the "one baptism" 
has to do with .far more than form. The disciples in Acts 19 
had the right form, but not the one baptism. It has to do with 
attitude, purpose, function, and general knowledge. A person 
can not be taught wrong and baptized right. In our judgment 
there are thousands, some connected more or less loosely 
with the church of our lord, who have been immersed, but 
have not received the one baptism that united them with 

Christ. And this has nothing to do with the erroneous idea 
that it is necessary to "re-baptize" a person each time he 
reaches a higher plane of spiritual insight, commitment and 
desire. 

So, most of the teaching we have done and heard about 
the oneness of John 17 and Ephesians 4 is good, but there is 
one aspect of oneness that is more basic than all those we 
have mentioned, for it involves and includes them all. With
out it, oneness in name, doctrine and organization will be 
useless, and with all essentials will be secured! 

That point needs emphasis! Are· there not individuals by 
the thousands and congregations by the score, at least, who 
have unity with regard to the names by which they wish to 
be designated, but are divided in many respects? Are there 
not thousands who are in perfect unity over the type of or
ganization the church should have, but apparently can scarce-

• ly stand to be in the presence of each other? 

What then, is the basic thing that characterized the one
ness of Christ and the Father? My judgment is that it is in the 
fact that they had the same nature or essence. That concept 
leads one to this simple, yet profound truth: The wearing of 
the same name, practicing the same rituals, and even be
lieving in the same doctrine matters little if we have not 
become "partakers of the divine nature." 

Is it possible that a large part of our problem in the Lord's 
family is because we have converted persons with respect to 
some (one) name, doctrine, organization, baptism, etc., but 
have failed in regard to making sure they have become par
takers of the divine nature? 

In our judgment, part of the problem begins with the 
emphasis in our preaching, even on such marvellous passages 
as Acts 2:36-38. We have used them so long and effectively 
to point out the results of one's obedience to the gospel, that 
we may have de-emphasized Peter's first point. He did not 
start with what they were to do, be, or get, as important as 
that is! He started with what Jesus was! If jesus is not both 
lord and Christ, it does not matter whether you believe in 
one baptism for the remission of sins. If jesus is not both 
Lord and Christ, it does not matter whether you believe that 
the Lord will "add to the (one) church daily such as are 
being saved"! If Jesus is not Lord and Christ, then you can 
not become partakers of his Divine nature, and it does not 
matter if you "continue steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine 
(in all outward matters), in the fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and in prayers." 

We can not keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace unless we HAVE it in the first place. So, the oneness 
that we should have "even as" Christ and the Father had it 
is related more basically to the concept of having a new 
nature, being a new creature, than it does to any linguistic, 
organizational, or structural unity. 

112 Lemont Lane, R #3, Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

From Sinai To Calvary 
O.H.TABOR 

The believer, who gives up all hopes of saving himself and 
comes to Christ for salvation find~ that Christ is the end of 
the law. Paul said, "But now dying from what once bound us, 
we have been released from the law so that we serve in the 
new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written 
code" (Rom. 7:6). Again he said, "Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written, cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" (Gal. 
3:14). The Jews persecuted Paul for his position on this ques
tion and accused him of encouraging people to sin in order 
that more grace might abound. He said, in answer to this 
accusation, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? God forbid, how shall we that 
are dead to sin live any longer therein?" (Rom. 6:1-2). He· 
told them that love is the fulfilling of the law, "Now the end 
of the commandment is love out of a pure heart, and of a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned" (1 Tim. 1 :5). 

If there had ever been a person who kept God's law per
fectly, he would be totally free from any obligation or fear of 
punishment. But only one such man ever lived, for David said, 
"The Lord looked down from heaven ... to see if there were 
any that did understand, and seek God" (Ps. 14:2). What did 
God see when he looked down? "They are all gone out of the 
way, they are all together become filthy; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one" (Ps. 14:3). The condemnation of the 
law is universal, without a single exception and no human 
being ever kept it, this the whole race of mandkind was under 
the curse because of violation. This is true, not because there 
is anything wrong with the law, for Paul said, "Wherefore the 
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good" 
(Rom. 7:12). The law is holy, therefore, unholy sinners can
not keep it. The law is just, therefore, it condemns the un
just sinner. The law is good, therefore, it condemns the evil 
and wicked heart. The law was given to reveal the sinfulness 
of sin, not to enable man to get rid of his sins. The law 
makes man see sin but it cannot take sin away. 

If it were possible for sinners to make their souls accept
able before God by obeying the terms of the law then it 
would have made the death of Christ unnecessary. Paul said, 
"I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness come 
by law, then Christ is dead in vain" (Gal. 2:21). Again, "If 
there had been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteousness should have been by the law, but the 
scripture hath concluded all under sin ... " (Gal. 3:21-22). 
Thus we see the limitations of the law. 

God knew, when he gave the law to Israel, that not a single 
one could ever keep it perfectly, but they said, "Whatever 
you command of us we will do it." God demanded strict 
obedience to the raw, under penalty of death, knowing be
forehand that they were unable to keep it. Unless one under-
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stands the purpose for which the law was given this seems, 
on the surface, an unreasonable demand. The law, we must 
keep in mind, was not given to save the Israelites but to 
show the need for salvation. It was not given to take away 
sin but. to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7, 9). The law did not produce 
sin, but it did reveal the true nature of sin for Paul said, "I 
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not 
covet" (Rom. 7:7). It would seem that Paul was saying, the 
first nine commandments I might be able to keep, out
wardly, but that one, "Thou shalt not covet" struck me in 
the heart and threw me and he said, "I died." That one 
commandment caused his death in sin to be realized. This sin 
had to do with the heart while the other laws were outward. 
This brought a new view of sin and was revealed as a matter 
of the inward man where the cleansing needed to be done. 
One under the law might have boasted of his standing with 
regard to the outward observances of the law but not so with 
the heart that was covetous and filled with evil desire. This 
shows that sin is not simply an act, but an attitude, and the 
law was helpless to erase such from the heart. The law stirred 
up sin and Paul speaks of its "motions" or "movement" and 
said, "For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sin, 
which were by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death" (7:5). The motions of sin, which he 
mentioned, were caused by the law. The law was not sin, 
but it stirred up and set in motion the activities of sin. 
Paul said in verse 8, "Without the law sin was dead." 

One commentator said of this passage, "The meaning is 
that sin was quiescent-it did not appear in its true light as 
sin. Then the law came and stirred up sin, so it became ap
parent and visible. The law did not cause or create sin, but it 
set it in motion-drove it out of hiding, as it were." 

Where can sinful man go for salvation since no law can 
be given to make man perfect in righteousness? The answer 
is found in these words, "For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth" (Rom. 1 0:4). "For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and· for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righ
teousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit" (Rom. 8:3-4). "For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves 
it is the gift of God: not of works lest any man should boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them" (Eph. 2:8-10). There is absolutely no work 
man can do to merit salvation because "no law could be 
given that would make men righteous. "Therefore we con
clude that man is justified by faith without the deeds of 
the law" (Rom. 3:28). 
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Where Are My Scars? 
JAMES D. BALES 

Paul's apostleship had been denied by Judaizers. He de
fended it in many different ways in the Galatian letter. His 
concluding observation on this subject was: 11Henceforth let 
no man trouble me; for I bear branded on my body the marks 
of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 6:17). Paul had literal scars on his body 
which had been inflicted because he bore witness to Christ. 

"In stripes above measure .... Of the Jews five times re
ceived I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned .•.. " (2 Cor. 11 :23-25). There were 
other perils to which he had been subject, and these marks 
were the brands which marked him as the slave of Christ. 
An apostle, an ambassador of Christ, yes; but also a slave. 

This passage raises in my mind the question: Where are 
my scars? I have prayed that I may not be led into tempta
tion, and physical persecution is one of the temptations con
cerning which I have prayed. To be faithful does not 
automatically mean one will suffer physical violence, al
though at certain times and places it will lead one to undergo 
physical persecution. As a general rule, in our country the 
persecution takes other forms. 

Where are my scars from any kind of persecution? In 
searching for scars, I must admit that the pinpricks of perse
cution have made but one or two marks, although at the 
time they may have stung and brought a little blood. There 
have been a few times when my pride was hurt, but that is 
not persecution but my wrong reaction to the way I was 
treated. There have been some cases where slight persecu
tion was turned into divine chastening. 

I have been hurt at times-for a moment or longer. Years 
ago as a young preacher I was criticized in a men's meeting 
(we did not have elders) for writing for gospel papers instead 
of spending more time on local work. I explained that all of 
the articles were portions of sermons, and that writing them 
before I preached them enabled me to do a better job of 
preaching, including preaching without notes. I did not sleep 
that night, but I soon got over it especially after I realized 
that the brother who had criticized me was apt to blurt out 
criticisms in a way which showed that he had not read Dale 
Carneige's book on How To Win Friends and Influence 
People!! He was a good man, loved the Lord, and has long 
been a friend of mine. 

During the war I was almost sent to a work camp for 
conscientious objectors, but it is not persecution to render 
some type of service to one's country (Matt. 5:41). Those 
who really suffered were those who went to war. 

There has been a case or so where friends have cut me off 
because of misunderstandings which they would not change 
though I explained the situation to them. But this happens 
to one whether he is a Christian or not. Of course, non
christians were beaten with stripes in Paul's day. I regret 
that these friends did it, but I am not letting it scar me. 

Once in a controversy at school, a couple of teachers were 

very critical of me in an effort to either neutralize me or dis
credit me. It concerned me that a couple of students sat in 
class for the semester with sneers on their faces. They had 
been influenced by one of the teachers. I felt sorry for the 
students, but not for myself. However, I was disturbed when 
I learned that at least one of the teachers was trying to sell 
the administration on the idea that I came to class unpre
pared and that students did not like me. Some did and some 
didn't, but several people from the ·school who travel the 
country tell me that more people asked about me than they 
did about any other person on the faculty. However, it is a 
matter of record that I never won the Distinguished Teacher 
Award although I did receive the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award in 1976. I must admit that the charge I went to class 
unprepared did hurt me, but I got over it. It ended up with 
one of the teachers feeling persecuted because he was "en
couraged" to seek employment elsewhere. 

I have not been considered for certain things because I 
was controversial, but the vast majority of things I was not 
interested in. Several people have written me in the last 
three years and said that I must feel abused and depressed 
because of some things that some who differ with me have 
said. Perhaps at one time in life it would have bothered me. 
I am concerned if they close minds to studying the subject, 
but otherwise I do not bat an eye. What can they do to me? 
Drive me out of pulpits? I preach once or twice a year and 
hold a meeting every three of four years, if that frequently. 
If these are cancelled, I can stay home and write an article 
or a book, the Lord willing. I am retired from Harding, so they 
cannot pressure the school to put me out of the class room. 
And even while I was teaching, if they had pressured the 
school it would have been much easier for the school to have 
put me on leave on salary until I retired than to have fired 
me on the grounds that a handful of people wanted me fired. 
This would have given me more time to write. 

As for feeling persecuted because people criticize what I 
write, why should I? An open statement of a position is an 
invitation to examination of the position. Furthermore, it 
gives me an opportunity to evalute further my position. If 
nothing else, I learn where people have misunderstood me, 
or learn of another attempt to disprove the position. An op
portunity to reply to a misunderstanding is an occasion for 
rejoicing not for feeling persecuted. 

Even when persecution comes we should weigh the 
eternal reward against the temporary loss (Rom. 8:18). Fur
thermore, with reference to some inconveniences, annoy
ances, and jolts, I usually think: Why should I complain, I 
''have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin" (Heb. 
12:4). 

I do not count as scars what some may, and after looking 
for scars, I do not find any on me of the nature of the scar.s 
on the body of Pau I. 
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"Where Two or Three-" 
Help! I've lost a proof-text-1 think. 

It has been a familiar friend for so long, 
a source of great comfort, and I really 
miss it. I am not nearly so devastated 
as when a brother convinced me that 
"faith" was not the same in Romans 
10:17 and 14:23. That really tore me up, 
and a handful of sermon outlines as 
well. But Matthew 18:20 has been the 
mainstay to encourage traveling and va
cating brethren to "carry the com
munion" necessities with them, so if 
need be, they can worship in their motel 
room, lakeside cabin or roadside rest 
area. A recent confrontation sent me 
scurrying to· the Word and that pro
duced some changes. I really miss my 
old friend and perhaps some kind 
FIRM FOUNDATION reader will be able 
to put me in touch with it again, es
pecially if I point how and where I 
lost it. 

Mathew 17:24-19:1 are one context 
and it is set in controversy. The question 
of taxation, 17:24-28, somehow led to 
the quarrel over "who is the greatest?", 
18:1. (Perhaps it started in the fact that 
Peter was delegated to catch the fish and 
pay the tax, but this controversy seemed 
always ready to break out.) Jesus re
sponded by commending the humility 
of a child, vs 2-4, and promises great 
wrath upon any who would cause a be
fieving child to go astray, vs 5, 6. In this 
light Jesus says that to avoid "tripping" 
a child, one absolutely must not toler
ate those things that cause self to sin, 
vs 7-9, even thought it requires a sacri
fice equal to cutting off a hand or foot 
or plucking out an eye. These little ones 
have angels beholding the face of God 
so are not to be despised but sought 
with the same zeal a gooJ shepherd 
feels for a lost sheep, for God does not 
want even one of them lost, vs 1 0-14. 

Jesus proceeds directly from "seeking 
the erring child" to the process of set
tling difficulties between brethren, vs 
15-20; leading Peter to ask "How manr, 
times do I have to forgive my brother? ' 
Jesus replies in a startling way by telling 
a parable stressing how much has been 
forgiven, to show there is no limit to 
how many times one must forgive, vs 
23-35. Then Jesus went away, 19:1. That 
is the context of Matthew 18:20. 

In restoring peace between brethren, 
Jesus calls upon the offended to ap
proach the offender privately, 18:15. 
(The attitude of Galatians 6:1 is neces
sary.) If reconciliation is not reached, the 
offended is to take two or three to help 
them come to peace. If their mediation 
efforts fail, the-matter is to be brought 
before the entire church. Obstinancy 
here leads to exclusion from the fel
lowship, a decision that will be honored 
by the Father in heaven. Guilt or inno
cence bound on earth by the church as
sembled will be so honored in heaven. 
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ROBERT K. OLIVER 

Having done their humanly best to reach 
a 11true bill," the church assembled 
turns their decision to God in prayer 
and he has promised to accept and en
force their decision. Even if the assembly 
is the small group of 2 or 3! It is not 
necessary for it to be world-wide, na
tion-wide or even city-wide: each as
sembly of two or three has the privilege 
(duty?) to decide who shall be recog
nized and fellowshipped. 

Matthew 18:20 states the right of a 
congregation to run its own affairs: it 
has nothing to do with eatinB the Lord's 
Supper in a motel room as I so long 
thought. It is the right of a local body 
to determine the limits and conditions 
of fellowship within itself, to keep or 
restore the unity of faith and practice 
by saying 11This controversy or this prac
tice will not be tolerated here." The 
brother in whom the controversy cen
ters must agree to cease and desist, to 
accept the voice of the congregation or 
lose his fellowship in that bodX, a de
cision to which God will say, 'Amen!" 

We have long practiced this but have 
likely never asked the reason for the 
right to do so. The necessity of the 
Lord's Day assembly and the activities to 

Suffering 
We do not relish the idea of suffering, 

but i~ is a prominent part of life. We are 
born into the world through suffering, 
and it is there when we die. We may 
ease the agony of birth and death 
through the use of drugs, but it is still 
there. Man is subject to both physical 
and mental anguish, and this has been 
true from the beginning. Cain suffered 
from guilt and alienation, and he cried 
out, 11My punishment is greater than I 
can bear." Centuries later Paul wrote, 
"Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persec::ution." 
Still later the Book of Revelation was 
written to comfort a persecuted and 
suffering church. So whether we are 
Christian or non-Christian, we have to 
handle the problem of pain. 

The Christian may ask, "How should 
I view the problem of pain in my life?" 
It was a learning experience for our 
Lord. "Though he (Christ) were a Son, 
yet learned he obedience through the 
.things which he suff~red." Jesus didn't 
have to suffer in order to learn to obey 
God; he ever did the Father's will, but 
when he prayed, "If it be Thy will, let 
this cup pass from me." He learned that 
obedience brings suffering. If I get per
sonal pleasure from my behavior, I may 
merely be doing my "own thing." The 
obedience of Jesus led him to the cross, 
and it will lead me to crucify the flesh. 
Peter wrote, "He that hath suffered" in 

be done are a matter of faith: with them 
no one dare tamper. But the times and 
order are "local options" and so con
gegations convene anytime from 8:30-
11 :00; some begin with Bible Study 
others with Worship and everyone rec
ognizes their right to do so and the re
sponsibility to "go along." Every change 
in time or order is a problem to some, 
but no one challenges the right of the 
congregation to do so. If Matthew 18:15-
20 does not authorize such, where is the 
Scripture that does? 

The same may be said of divisive 
opinions and inflammatory contro
versies. Opinions are like noses: every
one is entitled to one, and in Christ 
there is great freedom of opinion. Until 
one begins to judge, i.e., include
exclude, praise-condemn, others for 
violating his opinions. An opinion held 
privately may be wholesome and good, 
but become an evil when used as an 
arena for congregational controversy. 
Romans 14:1-12 is an excellent illustra
tion. Paul affirms that "Brother A" is 
wrong to claim to be offended because 
"Brother B" eats things "A" cannot and 
observes days he thinks are wrong. 

Continued on page 10 
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the flesh hath ceased from sin." We 
may measure our godliness to some de
gree by our suffering, and if we haven't 
suffered as a Christian, we should begin 
to suffer man's most devastating pain; 
anxiety. The promise of eternal salva
tion is to all them that obey him, and to 
obey him leads us to crucify the flesh. 

The Christian may ask, "If being godly 
brings persecution and suffering, why 
should I be godly?" We are doomed to 
some suffering whether or not we are 
Christian in behavior. This is axiomatic. 
Paul gives us a reason for enduring pain. 
"Therefore I endure all things for the 
elect's sakes, that they may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ jesus with 

. eternal glory." Our Lord has to have a 
reason for his suffering. He did not suf
fer without a reason. He was able to en
dure the cross and despise the shame 
for the joy that was set before him. We 
are doomed to a life of more or less 
suffering, so let us be sensible and do 
so for the supreme reason; "And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, 
neither ~orrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former 
things have passed away." (Rev. 21 :4) 
This is the precious promise for all those 
who obey him." 
125 Cambon Drive 8-D, San Francisco, 
California 94132 
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The Future of Missions (2) 
CHARLES COOK 

In last week's installment of this report we were discussing 
the impact of a changing world on the future of missionary 
work to be done by the Church. The Third World is a defi
nite factor because it is such an emerging force on the world 
scene. While the so-called "Super Powers," the U. S. and 
Western Europe in particular, have some controls over their 
growth rate, the Third World Countries have only ineffective 
plans to control population. They talk about it, but as far as 
a workable plan they are virtually ineffective. For one thing, 
they are greatly influenced by Hindu and Muslim thought 
and have a completely different attitude about birth control 
than we do in the West. One Hindu commented, "What's 
all this talk about 'standing room only'? We believe in rein
carnation and don't worry about such things." The Muslims 
see children as an asset, a necessity. The Catholic doctrine 
about having children heavily influences the latin American 
Countries. 

Presently, in these Third World Nations, about one-half of 
the population is under twenty-five years of age. This is a 
great factor in their potential growth rate, because most of 
their citizens are of the reproductive age. In the affluent na
tions many are also in this age bracket, but they practice 
birth control. For all practical purposes the poorer Third 
World Nations do not. The Third World will increase its popu
lation and the rest of the world will level off, and this fact 
must be taken into account by all of us interested in the 
future of missions. 

There are also other things that contribute to the growing 
influence of countries in Africa, Asia and South America. In 
recent years they have experienced fewer famines and im
proved health and living standards. This is no doubt due to 
technology being slowly introduced into their cultures. We 
can only expect them to continue to have a ·higher birth 
and lower death rate in the future. It is easy to see how all of 
this will effect the future of missions. let the Church be 
aware! 

We must not allow our own economic problems to serve 
as an excuse for passing up such an opportunity. Perhaps the 
Third World Nations will increase in dominance as our own 
great country's wealth and influence diminishes. What has 
that to do with our Christian calling? Any real student of 
history should not be surprised by such an event! All great 
societies have come to an end after a couple hundred years 
of dominance! It is not the Christian's job to preserve 
Americanism as much as it is his job to spread Christianity. I 
am ashamed when I hear Christians intimate that with our 
present inflationary difficulties in America, we cannot afford 
to send out missionaries to evangelize other nations. We 
cannot afford not to do it! 

Therefore, the most important thing to consider about the 
future of missions is the need for a renewed heart and a 

changed attitude in the Church toward the task of foreign 
evangelism. Only when we become solidly convinced, 
Brotherhood wide, that the New Testament Message must 
go out to every nation in our generation will there be any
thing of significance accomplished. Paul made it clear that 
only the Message of "the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ" will transform and save people. He likewise made it 
clear that without this Message the world is lost to an 
eternity of separation from God. like Paul, we too must be 
so convinced of these facts and so ·obligated to the love of 
God that we commit both our hearts and our pocketbooks to 
the carrying out of the Great Commission. 

The only thing we can be certain about regarding the 
future of missions is what we have learned from the past. 
Following Pentecost a handful of men, uneducated and simple 
men, went out preaching the Good News of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and turned their world upside down for him. We can
not be satisfied that we have restored New Testament Chris
tianity to any measure until we too have this reputation. 

What did they have that we do not have? How did this tiny 
group overcome the overwhelming odds of a hostile govern
ment, the persecuting Jews and the ridicule of the pagan 
Gentiles? We know they had the same God, the same Lord, 
the same Message, the same Holy Spirit ...•• there is nothing 
that God furnishes that they had and we do not have! Why 
then did they do such a tremendous job of evangelizing their 
world and why have we been so ineffective? Could it be that 
we just simply have not been making use of the opportuni
ties and resources which God has provided? 

We started this report by asking some questions, like: 
What should the Church do about missions during these 
troubled times? What direction should missions take? What 
can we do about the attitude of defeatism within our ranks? 
All of these questions and more can be answered by a study 
and application of the historical lessons found in the book 
of Acts: 

The direction of missions in our time can be turned around. 
What those early Christians did we can do because we have 
the same power behind us that they had. 

We are not defeated and our poor showing at present can 
be changed. Christ is our victory as well as theirs. 

In spite of economic and political difficulties, and a mount
ing world population, we have at our disposal the same 
power those early followers had, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The future of missions can be bright, or bleak ..•. it de
pends on us! 

Box 3814, New Delhi, 110049, India 
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Trust 
As we meet and associate with people 

today it seems as though everyone has 
"their angle" and that there is some ul
terior motive behind a smile or some 
"real" reason for a kind deed. We have 
become so distrusting of people that our 
first inclination oftentimes is to question 
why someone does something thought
ful or kind rather than to just appreciate 
the action. While certainly there is a 
time for scrutiny and questioning be
cause there are those who would take 
advantage of another's gullibility, we 
cannot afford to let this attitude of dis
trust characterize our feelings toward 
one another in the Church of our Lord. 
Distrust amongst God's people will ef
fectively destroy the complete unity and 
"oneness" Jesus wanted in his church. 
Jesus prayec;l 11

• • • that they all may be 
one" which is virtually impossible with
out trust. Two areas of the Lord's work 
are especially damaged by distrust: 

Evangelism-In the Great Commission 
Jesus commanded each Christian to, "Go 
and make disciples of all nations .... " 
Anyone who has ever tried to lead 
someone to Christ or has looked at the 
example of Jesus' evangelism knows that 
in order to win a soul for the Lord one 
very simple thing must take place-we 
must Jove them. That love does not 
simply mean a sentiment or a feeling 
of pity but it entails real devotion of 
time, money and energy. Love and ser
vice to those outside of Christ coupled 
with the teaching of his word are the 
two unconquerable forces in evangelism. 
Preaching the message alone without 
love is not evangelism. Some feel that 

God Is Love 
God is concerned about attitudes to

ward one another. He wants us to love 
each other. The word love is so abused 
today that it is sometimes hard to under
stand what God desires for us to do. 

If we understand love as a warm 
emotional feeling such as we have to
ward family and friends, we feel guilty 
when we find someone we don't feel 
that way about. We know God wants 
us to love everyone. But, love (Christian 
love) is not something you feel-it's 
something you do! So God can demand 
that we love one another and even our 
enemies. Notice the following defini
tions of the Greek word Agape: 

". . . a self sacrificial love, a love 
that puts self aside in an effort to 
help and bless others." (Wuest's Word 
Studies) 

" ... is not an impulse from feelings, 
it does not always run with the natural 
inclinations, nor does it spend itself 
only upon those for whom affinity is 
discovered. Love seeks the welfare 
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those who are won to Christ in this way 
are "love-bombed" into a decision 
rather than really being converted to 
him. It is a strong indictment against the. 
sad state of affairs of this world when 
because of cynicism and distrust we 
cannot even respond to the pure love of 
Christ as shown through his people 
without wondering what the "real" mo
tive is. 

Relationships Among Christians-For 
most of us, life without Christ meant 
wondering who you could and couldn't 
trust. Realizing that we each have a need 
to know and be known by other peo
ple we found that need unfulfilled be
cause we weren't sure who to entrust 
our inner struggles and heartaches to. 
Now that we have a new relationship 
to one another as members of the Lord's 
family we must endeavor to put aside 
that distrust and skepticism and realize 
(even though it may seem too good to 
be true) that our brothers and sisters 
really do want what is best for us. Paul 
sent Timothy to find out about the faith 
of the church in Thessalonica because 
he ". . . could stand it no longer . . ." 
not knowing how they were doing spir
itually. Paul" ... daily faced the·pressure 
of his concern for all the churches." Paul 
was not being a spiritual watchdog or 
lording his authority over anyone; he 
simply cared about his spiritual family 
enough to inquire about their faith. As 
we are in our new family let us remind 
ourselves that people who inquire about 
our faith are strivmg to love and show 
concern as the apostle Paul would have. 
P.O. Box 187, Oxford, OH 45056 

HAL D. THACKER 

of all, Rom. 15:2; and works no ill to 
any, 13:8-10; love seeks opportunity 
to do good to all men, especially to
ward them that are of the household 
of faith, Ga. 6:10 . . ." (Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words, 
W. E. Vine) 
Words are so inadequate to convey 

the full meaning of Christian love. Agape 
finds its full expression and adequate 
definition in God's actions towards us. 
"This is love; not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son .... " 
We were not worthy of his love (Rom. 
5:8). In fact we were his enemy. 

F. M. Lehman expresses his amaze-
ment at God's love in this verse: 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and 
were the skies of parchment made; 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, and 
every man a scribe by trade; To write 
the love of God above would drain 
the ocean dry; Nor <;ould the scroll 
contain the whole, tho' stretched from 
sky to sky. 
Having loved us he says, "Love your 

enemies and pray for those who perse-

cute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven .... " 

"Standing on a bluff overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean, I observed the 
gentle waves flowing into shore. I 
thought to myself, "this is like God's 
love." The waves of God's love con
tinuously encourage and assist us in 
reaching the haven of safety along the 
shore. As I watched the surfers riding 
the waves, I thought of how God's 
love carries us along. Even when the 
surfer would fall, there was always 
another wave to bring him in. When 
we fall, when we sin, there is yet an
other wave of God's love to pick us 
up and bring us in. The key to suc
cessful surfing is to remain at just the 
right spot on the wave. The key to 
successful living is to remain at the 
right place within God's love."-Frank 
Caster 

You want to know what the Bible 
means by love? Just look at God for 
"God is love!" 

803 N. Winfree, Dayton, Texas 77535 

The Golden Rule 
G. F. RAINES 

A survey conducted by the Univer
sity of Chicago, the American Associa
tion for Adult Education, and the United 
Y. M. C. A. Schools revealed that the 
two things which adults are most con
cerned about are health and skill in 
human relationships. 

The best of the techniques involved 
in getting along with people which are 
recommended in the books on social re
lationships may be briefly summed up in 
the Golden Rule enunciated by jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount, as follows: 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and 
the prophets." (Matt. 7:12.) 

The law in the Old Testament to 
which our Lord referred says: 11Thou 
shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy
self." (Lev. 19:18.) 

Near the end of his earthly ministry, 
Jesus said: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." (Matt. 22:37-40.) 

Love is also the greatest of the obli
gations set forth in the gospel of Christ. 
The apostle Paul says: "If I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am become sounding 
brass, or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have the gift of prophecy, and know all 

Continued on page 14 
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Burdened Teachers 
NICK YOUNG 

Bro. Nick Young of Anderson, Indiana writes about our re
sponsibilities to spread the gospel in this article. Read ill
Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box. 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

"When I say to a wicked man, 'You will surely die,' and you 
do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from evil 
ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for 
his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood." (Ezek. 
3:18 (NIV).) A devoted bible class teacher was burdened ter
ribly over the lost condition of a young woman in his class. 
He had been trying to lead her to the Lord for some time. 
One day, that lady, while still unconverted, expressed to her 
mother her displeasure with the teacher's insistence upon her 
to become a Christian. The mother asked, "Why don't you 
tell him to mind his own business?" "But, Mother," replied 
the lady, "he acts as if it is his business." 

That teacher had made one of the greatest discoveries of 
the Christian life. He had learned that it was "his business" to 

turn sinners toward the Lc,rd. He knew he was responsible 
to God for saving the lost. "Then I will teach transgressors 
your ways, and sinners will turn back to you." (Psalms 51 :13.) 
He knew further that he was obligated to every lost person 
in his acquaintance, especially those in his class. "I am obli
gated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and 
the foolish." (Rom. 1 :14.) 

We, also, need this awareness. If we are to faithfully fulfill 
our Christian duty as teachers of the word, we must heed the 
words of jesus when he said, "Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men." (Matt. 4:19.) His last command was, "Go 
make disciples ... " (Matt. 28:19). So the next time you 
stand to teach the word, be alert to the many soul winning 
opportunities around you. Consciously determine to make 
evangelism "your business" that you may be a vessel of 
honor and an instrument of righteousness. 
2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012 

A New Ministry Begins-Born to Flyl 
MIKE SUBLETT 

December, 1981, marked the official beginning of a pre
meditated, organized emphasis on "Ministering In Public 
Schools." The Southwest Church of Christ in Pueblo, Colo
rado, is the origin of this new ministry. Through one of their 
ministers, Mike Sublett, this congregation is providing FREE 
seminars for ministers, youth workers, and other Christians 
who are interested in learning the "how-to's" of ministering 
in public schools. The primary tool used in this emphasis is 
a personal development educational course which Mike 
wrote called "BORN TO FLY." 

Seminars have now been .conducted in Odessa, Texas, 
Pueblo, Colorado, and Dallas, Texas. Others are in the process 
of being set up. The importance of these 1-day seminars can 
be seen in this: One out of every three Americans over 4 
years of age either works for or attends a public or private 
school. To fail to find an effective way to minister in this 
situation is to abandon 33% of our country for one-half of 
their waking hours. Could this possibly be what jesus and 
Paul would do? Each of them went where the people were, 
whether it was in the market or in the synagogue. 

Where are the people in your town? Where are one-third 
of your community for almost eight hours per day? School! 
Why then aren't we there? First, most Christians have as
sumed that schools, especially public ones, are "off limits" 
to a Christian. This is not true. Mike has spoken in high 
schools and middle schools in three different states during 
the past two years. Sometimes these opportunities are for one 
or two class periods. One situation in Loveland, Colorado, de
veloped into 26 periods in one class during the '80-'81 school 
year. The open doors are there for "ministering." 

The second reason why we probably aren't there concerns 
our concept of ministering to people. Why is it that many 

Christians mainly associate ministering with pulpits and ser
mons? How did jesus tell us to minister to thirsty people? 
Preach a sermon? NO! Give them a cup of water. Is it then 
not possible for Christians to simply help people in order 
to live a sermon? There are many areas in which young 
people in schools need help. Schools cannot and never were 
designed to provide all of these needs. This is why Chris
tians need to be trained in how to serve young people in 
schools. This is not aimed at developing school teachers or 
substitutes. The trpined Christian serves as a "resource per
son" available for schools to call on free of charge. Free as
sistance which really does touch people's lives almost sounds 
Christian, doesn't it? 

Third, some Christians aren't there because this ministry 
is limited to those who can have the freedom to serve during 
school hours. This restricts most "working Christians." 

Fourth, many preachers and teachers are simply frightened 
at the thought of working in schools where discipline is not 
emphasized. Today's young people frighten many Christians. 
Can we allow this fear to hinder us ministering to their 
needs? Can the Lord help us conquer this fear? Yes! 

Fifth, the major reason why Christians aren't ministering in 
schools is because they aren't trained. This is the purpose of 
the "BORN TO FLY" seminars which Mike teaches. In one 
day most Christians can receive the basic training needed for 
working with this kind of a ministry. 

If a ministry like this appeals to you and if you would be 
interested in attending or even sponsoring a "BORN TO 
FLY" seminar, please, contact: Mike Sublett, 1635 S. Pueblo 
Boulevard, Pueblo, Colorado 81005. Or call (303) 564-3873 
or 564-5869. 
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"WHERE TWO OR THREE-" 
(Continued from page 6) 

"Broth er B" is equa lly w rong to look 
down on "Brother A" w ho he sees as 
hung up on the "childish" controversy 
over eating meats and observing days. 
Paul states that such controversies are 
not to be admitted to the body, that 
each member is to walk in the l ight of 
his own understanding and not judge 
another by his conscience. 

But it is usual ly true that what one 
holds to be opinion is fa ith to another. 
No amount of discussion (wrangling?) 
between them w ill produce agreement. 
Rather it serves to confirm the diagnosis 
that one is muleish and the other child
ish. It is at this point that the mediation 
efforts of the two or three are in
valuable. 

In reading and applying j esus' pre
scription for. the offended to take two 
or three along so every word may be 
confirmed, we have taken a strangely 
singular view. It is usually assumed that 
the "complainer" is always correct and 
justified in his complaint, the "offender" 
wi ll always be in the wrong, and Chris
tian charity requires he stop the ques
tioned action at once!" 

"Do nothing" brethren stopped mis
sion work for years on that pretext, 
until we learned better. "Do nothing" 
brethren stopped the care of w idows 
and orphans for years by affirming that 
they were "offended" by such deeds. 
Many potentially great works were suf
focated in the cradle by our allocat ing 
infallibility to the "power of the com
plainer." Even today brethren w ith ab
solutely no competency in Greek, He
brew or the mechanics of textual 
criticism want to censor the versions to 
be read on the same pretext. 

If Romans 14 and 15 are in fact ex
positions of Jesus' prescription for set
ting brethren at peace with one another, 
the role of the two or three mediators is 
seen in a new light. As well as agreeing 
that the "offender" is in error and must 
stop, the mediators may tell the "com
plainer" that he has no reason to be 
offended at the violation of his con
science by anothe r. That whi le he is wel l 
w ithin his rights to eat only vegetables 
or read only a particular vers ion, he is 
decided ly wrong to condemn another 
for a differing opinion. Further that since 
the kingdom does not cons ist of meat 
or drink (or versions) continuing con
troversy over the matter wi ll not be 
tolerated: each brother must accept the 
other in good faith and not disturb the 
oeace and un ity of the body by a sense
less controversy. 

WHEN VISITING THE 
WORLD'S FAIR 

Stay At 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

Single $45 
615 588-1982 
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It is to be hoped that the two or three 
brethren not involved in the controversy 
can help the bretheren come to peacefu l 
terms and enable them to worship in 
peace and love. But if not, "the church" 
is the "court of last resort." Obviously, 
the matter in dispute is one of opinion, 
for faith rests on the revealed word. But 
ul timately the local body has the right 
to determine the local practice; whether 
it be times of worship, missions, benevo
lence, versions in public use, elder, 
preacher selection, and etc., etc. Once 
this has been determined, it has the 
endorsement of God and is to be ac
cepted by all members. Murmuring and 
complaining are sins: continual contro
versy, back-shooting, laying-low waiting 
the opportunity to strike again are in
sidious evils, spiritua l cancers that wi ll 
destroy the body and delight Satan. If 
the matter seems "too much to bear," 
read again the parable Jesus told in 
Matthew 18:21-35. Remember our rela
t ion · to God is illustrated by the first 
servant forgiven the huge debt and then 
prepare your speech to explain to Jesus 
why you w racked the body with contro
versy rather than accept the decision of 
the Two or Three an d forgive the " 1 00 
pence." 

P.O. Box 143, Atwater, Ca. 95301 
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Hobart Ashbys Honored in Michigan attend. Three were baptised. ltapoa con
tinues to grow in spirit and numbers. 

Hobart and Mattie Ashby were re
cipients of the Service Award given by 
the Garden City church at its 14th an
nual Missions Forum. Hobart has 
preached for 43 years in Michigan, the 
last 7 of them for the Garden City 
church. During that time the Garden 
City church has been instrumental in 
starting several new congregations in 
Michigan, and is now suporting thirteen 
mission congregations in the state. Pre
senting the award was Ralph Mansell, 
one of the Midland, Michigan elders. 

entoll by lept. 7 

/outftern Callfornta /cflool 
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C. E. "Bill" Sweeton, CP 1514, 30,000 
Belo Horizonte M.G. Brasil: After 3 years 
of frustration the ltapoa Church fina lly 
has her own building. We moved into a 
renovated spirituist temple the 6th of 
June. This date started an eight day 
campaign w ith students from Freed 
Hardeman and ACU helping to dis
tribute tracts and encourage peopl e to 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Ordel'l smaller tf!on 1000 cop· 
1es nc,, accepted. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non·profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages ·and all locations. 

Contact 

leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
App roved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" Tc Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ... ! DO W E QUALIFY 7 

100% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify! 

~ ---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION-~~ 

AFFILl t\TEO MANAGERS, INC. 

54<>8 BELL · P.O. BOX 7648 
AMARILLO. TEXAS 79 109-0648 

(806) 352·5603 

"Churc h Financ ing 
is ou r business" 
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l Please send FREE information. 
W e need funds to i)ui ld! 
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TEGUCIGALPA CAMPAIGN RESULTS 
IN 99 BAPTISMS 

The city wide campaign in Teguci
galpa, Honduras resulted in 99 baptisms, 
according to Ted Presley who accom
panied the group of 120 workers par
ticipating. 

The campaign took place in the 
National Theatre Manuel Bonillo, Hon
duras' equivalent of the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C. Each night the 
theatre overflowed and some 1 00 peo
ple stood through the services. 

Dan Coker of Abilene Christian Uni
versity spoke each evening. Instead of 
American style invitation songs, at the 
end of each message the audience was 
invited to accompany campaigners to 
conference rooms where the people 
sit around a table asking many ques
tions and discussing personal problems. 
As discussions continued ones, and two 
and threes, would leave the conference 
table to be baptized into Christ. In eight 
days 85 people were baptized. In the 
three weeks that followed an additional 
14 were baptized. 

----o----
McAFEES ON THEIR WAY 

The Azle, Texas chur.ch saw their new 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Kirk A. Mc
Afee off to Costa Rica on June 8. 
Kirk and Margaret are both graduates of 
Azle High School, 1978 and 1979, and 
Kirk laws valedictorian of his class and 
has just concluded teaching Physics at 
Abilene Christian University in Abilene, 
Texas. 

The McAfee's work will be in the area 
of Hatillo of San Jose. 

They will be joining the Ron McClung, 
Phil lamb, Juan Garcia, families and the 
Karl King family will be there in july. 

If further information is desired, 
please call: Odell Bramlett 817/444-
4087; Ted Henry 817/444-4466 or Den
nis Walton 817/444-4403 {the elders or 
the church office: 817 I 444-4202).
Dwayne D. Simon for the elders 

R. S. BELL 
likely no elder of the church in this 

generation has been more widely known 
than Robert S. Bell who was buried in 
Dallas june 3 following his struggle with 
cancer. The Preston Road building was 
filled with church friends and business 
acquaintances from several states for the 
funeral. 

For 40 years Robert Bell had served 
this church faithfully both as a most 
capable teacher and zealous elder, while 
being called by churches and colleges 
for many series of lectures on leadership. 
No man could do better. He and Kather
ine traveled widely through the years 
visiting mission points around the globe 
assisting not only financially ·but in every 
way. They truly have given their lives to 
the lord while building up the Wyatt's 
super markets and cafeterias. Some 25 
years ago they established the Bell Trust 
with a part of their estate for the support 
of preaching the Gospel and have re
ceived joy in seeing us assist hundreds 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan Ave. 
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Evansville, 1ndiana47711 (812-477-5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1-502·821-3544. 

of churches in many countries. Serving 
as a trustee of Abilene Christian Uni
versity for many years his wisdom was 
unexcelled and his gifts many and large 
yet often purposely anonymous. 

His work for and through their School 
of Preaching is known far and wide and 
his contributions were not just financial 
-ask any graduate. "I shall not soon see 
his likes again"-these words truly ap
ply to him. Sympathy to Barbara and 
Betty and their husbands-lynn Packer 
and James Muns and their families. All 
are faithful Christians. 

Tom Gaumer, Melvin Wise, John 
Stevens, and the writer conducted the 
services for him. 

Hulen L. Jackson 

E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) ......•..•....... $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges Incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered Individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible Is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other lllness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract. but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description Jivln~ the details of 
f;.~~rage can be foun In he group book· 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.I.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"Serving the Neetl of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCLUSIVE FROM"~pok.t;nCWordif{iod:; 
Alexander Scourby's Latest Narration of the 

King James Bible 

New and Improved Recording 

Album 
6CaM<"tlea 

Holder 
t6ea..cue. 

Hold~r 

nwC';o'iiWI 
ui John 

2C&oecttco "----J 

• Reproduction is made directly from rhe original 
masters, giving rhe highest duplication quality 
possible. 

• No thin C-120 tape is used in these products. This 
reduces stretching and distortion which is often 
experienced with thin rapes. 

• "Quick Reference" is a feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, making it easy to search out 
specific scriptures. 

• Only American-Made cassettes are used. 

• A choice of textured vinyl holders with velcro 
closure or standard vinyl albums offered in Psalms 
& Proverbs, the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. 

Now, you have the facts . .. NEW .. .IMPROVED . .. AUTHORIZED. 

Order TODAY! Call Toll Free, 1-800-531-5227.1n Texas Calll -800-252-9103. 

Vinyl Vinyl 
Album OR Holder Produce Volume Casseues Price 

The Complete Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 64 $199.50 

T he Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
(plus $7.50 postage and handling) 

48 $159.95 

The New Testament ...... .... ...... . ·.. . .. 1 
(plus $7.50 pos tage and handling) 

16 $ 49.95 

Psalms and Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
(plus 55.00 postage and handling) 

6 $ 24.95 

The Gospel of John ...................... . 1 
(plus 53.60 postage and handling) 

2 $ 9.95 

Romans ................ ......... ... .. .. . 
(plus 51.50 postage and handl ing) 

1 s 6.95 
(plus 51.50 postage and handling) 

ORDER FROM: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 610, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

SHIP TO: AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_ 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Address. ___________________________________ City _________ __ State: __________ _.L.ip ___ _ 



WORLD'S FAIR EXHIBIT 
SURPASSING EXPECT AllONS 

The first month's operation of the 
churches of Christ exhibit at the Knox
ville World's Fair surpassed expecta
tions, according to John Brown, an elder 
of the laurel Church of Christ, sponsor
ing church. The following statistics were 
given by the Knoxville elder: 

11,999 of those visiting the exhibit 
signed the "Guest Book" 

4,438 enrolled for the free Bible 
course. 

4,779 requested teaching material 
to be mailed to them. 

85 requested a personal visit 
from a local Christian. 

369,116 pieces of teaching material 
was given to fair visitors. 

1 known baptism as the result 
of exhibit personal teaching. 

THE GOLDEN RULE 
(Continued from page 8) 

mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove moun
tains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
And if I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and if I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profiteth 
me nothing." (1 Cor. 13:1-3, A. S. V.) 

PetPr says: "Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently." (1 Pet. 
1 :22.) 

John, who has been well described as 
"the apostle of love," says: 

"Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer: and ye know that no mur
derer hath eternal life abiding in him." 
(1 John 3:15.) 

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; 
for God is love." (1 John 4:8). 

"If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he IS a liar: for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath 

seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen. And this commandment 
have we from him, That he who loveth 
God love his brother also." (1 john 4:20, 
21.) 
Newton, Mississippi 39345 

Claude A. Guild, Springtown Church 
of Christ, P. 0. Box 96, Springtown, Tx. 
76082: There were 10 baptisms, 21 re
stored, two placed membership and one 
withdrawal at Springtown in june. 

W. F. Parker, 302 Quail Ave., Sebring, 
FL 33870: We have been honored oy 
being with eight congregations so far 
this year and most recently Mt. Har
mony, Jasper, Al and Carolina Street, 
Avon Park, Fl. Future revival meetings 

include Taveres, Haines City and River
view, jacksonville, Fl. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
16617 Parthenia 

Sepulveda, Ca. 91343 
Ph. 213-892·8695 

Need 2nd, 3rd, & 4th grade teachen 
Salary $10,272-$17,522 

Need Custodian 
Medical, dental plan provided 

L. D. Webb, Principal 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35.630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMAnON CONTAcr: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P .0. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402-245-2251 or AC 402· 
245-5857. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Deahrned especially to accommodate conKreKations 
aclvertiaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST TRS 80 
Bible lessons on cassette. Home, Sunday School, VBS. 
Send SASE for details. VEPCO, 200 Juniper Ave., 
Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive in serving Christ. Located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL ~TUDIES 

Preachlng-l'ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ H»05 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
CHA.THA.ltl. N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-6719. 

B.A. Y A.IUDA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubU11 Road 

Plea•aa.toa., Callfora.la 94588 
__ James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Cburr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala na .. Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaters: Lewis Frisb:y, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
--------~M~ET==R=o~-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunda:y classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 220G E. Mor~a. Ave" 
U.S. 400 EaRt Opp01dte K-Mart. Offlee 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobb7 Wnde. Mia.. 4T0-4050. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay In a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more Information cnll 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra C'1ildren's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene· 
fits. If Interested, ('Ontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707 /44R-3667." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wa:yne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 286, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
VUltiA. ARIZ., otn W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
.ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. W .. rl. 7:00 
P.M. Call 88li-2Fili0 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79fi-2llt 1. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call {303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem· 
bers In a city of 500,000 and only one sister congreRa· 
tlon, Is seeking a full-time evangelist to work In this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 

WORLD'S FAIR-:A:-:C:-:::C:-:::o=-=M~M~O:-::D:-:A:-::T::-:IO~N::-;S:----
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
Wanted: Mature, full time ·-p-r-ea-c7h_e_r -w-:i~th_e_v-an-g=-elistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
not essential) bi-lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and retired 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furnished 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in· 
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906·249-3097. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 463-6362 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Pews available November 1. 53 pews, 15' long. 1 pew, 
9' 9". 26 pews, 24' long, in 12' sections. All with re· 
movable 2" pads and bookracks. Two pulpit pews, 4 Yz' 
long. 1 communion table and 1 sound system control 
cabinet. All in blond finish. For inquiries, please 
contact or call 817/692-0032. 
PEWS FOR SALE: we have 22 pews, 10 ft. long for 
sale. These pews are solid oak and in very good con
dition. They have pads for the seats. We are asking 
15.00 dollars per foot, or call and make an offer. 
Included in the price will be a podium, communion 
table, and 2 small pews for stage area. Contact the 
Clayton Church of Christ: call 1-505-374-2722 or 
~~~?c~78~·Rr or write to P.O. Box 98, Clayton, New 

MINISTER WANTED to work with small congregation 
in college town in beautiful Black Hills. We need a 
man who can furnish part support or work-out full or 
part time. New 3 bedroom home furnished. Box 26, 
Spearfish, SO 57783. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di· 
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anltclpate 
filling this position in Summer months, but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature, and be able to provide 
good references. Please send resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086 
REVELATION Complete in 12 Cassettes C-90's in royal 
blue Album. "In the end, God." Plus book on premil
lenialism by V. E. Howard, $29.95 Prepaid. Another 
Album 12 cassettes C-90 on subject, "DANGERS FACING 
THE HOME AND CHURCH" $29.95. Both for $49.95. 
Glen l. Clagg, Route #7, Meadow Ridge Est., Clare
more, OK (918) 341-2926. 
REACH OUT TO THE NONCHURCHED by means of a 
Good-news Encounter Seminar. This nonconventional 
evangelistic approach seeks to encounter secular men 
and women by speaking to their life-problems from the 
perspective of the good-news. For information: Michael 
Hall, 9429 Tennyson, St. louis, Mo. 63114. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Children's 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents and 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 
Preacher wanted: Full support, house and utilities 
furnished. Send resume to Westhaven C. of C., 1515 
29th North, Texas City, TX 77590 or call 713/945-7117, 
945·5241 or 945-8137. 

WARNING! 
All Churches of Christ! If Mr. Delbert Stracener who 
poses as either full or part time Gospel preacher 
approaches you contact the Church in Briggs, Texas, 
512/489-2382 or 512/489-2385. 

Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586-4557. 
Wanted, woman's counselor for campus ministry. Send 
photo and resume to: DeKalb C of C. Postion avail
able Jan. 1, 1983. 
For Sale-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all in 
very good condition. $100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836-8044. 
Christian wants work. Have machine shop experience. 
Also limited preaching experience. Want to preach 
part-time. Excellent references. Write Box 423, Dickey
ville, WI 53808, or call (608) 348-7244. 

lNVESTIGA.TEI Tbe Firm Foaa.datloa 
trlea to aereen adyertlala.JP:, aa.d will a.ot 
lmowla.J;IJ' take qaeatloa.able advertlaiD.r. 
But It a. the reader's re•poa.albllltJ' to ID• 
ve•tlgate. Like aa.7 other paper, we aome
Umea unwltUngl7 rua. an unworth7 ad. 
A.JI the old •aJ'IDg soe•, before 700 la.ve•t. 
lnve•tl~n~tel ----------------------------

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Lakeview Christian Hoine 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

"In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 
New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2@ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 
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Preserving Families 
The stress of our times is terrific. Never has there 

been such a strain on the family. Hedonism and unbelief 
have provided a staging area for assault on the home. 
Statistics ~maze us with the number of one parent 
families. Court dockets are loaded with family problems. 
We are grappling with the "divorce evil." 

Actually we are reaping the fruits of our sowing. 
During the National Emergency precipitated by World 
War II, we took millions of mothers out of the home 
and put them in industry. We pried their hands loose 
from the cradle and put rivet hammers in them. We 
crammed them into car pools and turned their children 
over to nursery schools. The family came apart. Its chil
dren became the hippie generation-long hair, dirty 
clothes, shabby dress and all. 

Before we ever turn this thing around we are going 
to have to restore some sense of dignity to the family. 
This will have to include doing some things to make 
marriages divorce proof. When we grow a generation 
schooled in divorce, and which considers it just another 
alternate life style, we multiply our problems. When we 
spend time on "the divorce evil" and "the remarriage 
problem" we are really locking the barn door after the 
horse is stolen. We must go back further than that and 
make the marriage bullet-proof. 

Our whole way of thinking needs a change. Christians 
must think of married people as being joined for life. It 
ought to really shock the church to hear that a couple 
was even considering divorce. It ought to be looked 
upon as a tragedy affecting not only the couple involved, 
but the whole church as well. If we do as Christians 
ought, divorce will become an un-heard-of thing again. 

We were visiting a young man in Hong Kong one 
time, who told us that he did .not see his bride until he 
met her at the altar. Their parents had contracted the 
marriage in their infancy. We expressed concern over 
a marriage without the usual falling in Jove. The young 
man pointed out that in America we had the problem; 
they didn't have such a problem in China. Divorce, in 
China, was seldom if ever considered. And then he 
said: "You Americans look upon marriage as a romance; 
we look upon it as a commitment." Marriage would be 
a much stronger institution if all of us looked upon it as a 
commitment. Commitment alone can take a man and a 
woman safely through thick and thin, adversity or pros
perity, sickness or health together. Divorce is a broken 
contract; it is not merely a broken infatuation. 
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there was never a marriage that did not endure stress. 
Those who say they have never had a problem are in 
the class with those john wrote about when he said that 
if they said they had no sin they were liars. Strong mar
riages come not from the stress but from the enduring 
of it. People have to survive crises together-they have 
to go through the pain and agony so common to all 
flesh together before they can really become one. 

When marriages are broken the universal verdict of 
all who have experienced it is that the separated life is 
a lonesome life. The trauma of divorce is exceeded only 
by that of the death of a mate. Man had hardly begun 

· to breath until God saw that it was not good for man to 
live alone. Divorce has never been the answer. There 
has got to be a better way. Regardless of how rough the 
sea of matrimony may be, the waves get higher when 
two people part. Both parties are obligated by their 
vows, by their offspring and by their God to make mar
riage work. Marriage partners must give of themselves to 
each other until they become one. Separating siamese 
twins has always been a deadly business, and separating 
husband and wife is no less risky. Souls may be lost in 
hell, as well as lives ruined here, by allowing a mar
riage to go on the rocks. Marriage partners need each 
other. 

If an artist has to work at producing a masterpiece, 
and if an architect must sweat blood to blueprint a land
mark, marriage partners cannot expect to insure their 
marriage against dissolution without working at it. 
Strong marriages are built by people who work at it. You 
have to build carefully, painstakingly and patiently. In
stant strength in a marriage is an impossibility. Great 
oaks do not grow by presto methods. The fiftieth wed
ding anniversary is a golden one because it takes that 
long to make the marriage that strong and that beautiful. 

We should go back of the pain and heartache that our 
faithless culture has bequeathed us, and build again 
on the time honored and time tested foundation of di
v9rce proof marriage. We would to God that Christians 
would forget the meaning of the word "Divorce." 

Many are the con.tributing causes when a divorce oc
curs. When the roots of a mighty oak rot away it be
comes victim to the storm. Elders and churches have a 
powerful obligation to prevent divorce. Preventive 
medicine is the best medicine. 
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The "Office" of Helper 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

You'll miss it if you're in a hurry. There it is, listed right 
along with the office of apostle ... helper (1 Cor. 12:27, 28). 
Those who see a position to be held or a title to be worn 
rather than a service to be performed in eldering (or deacon
ing) might not see the "service office" that I am referring to 
here. Maybe we ought to call it a "gift" or something else 
less impressive. But it's still there ... helper! 

We need more helpers in the church and less hinderers; 
more healers and less hurters; more builders and less de
stroyers. Are we as helpful to each other as we can be? Do 
we make a serious effort at the business of helping other 
people? How might we become better helpers in the church? 

We help by being an influence for good! "You are the light 
of the world," said jesus. We too often underestimate the 
power of good influence. We can't force others to change, 
but we can influence them to change. David & jonathan in
fluenced Saul for the better. jesus influenced a fisherman and 
gave him the keys to the kingdom of heaven. "Shine like 
stars," wrote Paul. 

As reflectors of Christ we often overlook the impact our 
behavior has on those around us. A father was walking to the 
corner bar one Winter evening only to look behind him and 
observe his little son trying to walk in his footprints in the 
snow. This touched the father's heart and he made a hasty 
about face, picked his son up on his shoulders and went back 
home. Potatoes were sprouting in the darkest corner of the 
cellar below the kitchen of a large hotel. The chef was fasci
nated by this until he saw that the sun was reflecting from a 
shiny copper kettle hanging in the cellar window. 

We help by displaying empathy for those around us! 
"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2). We must learn to develop 
the capacity to participate in the feelings of others. "Re
joice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn" 
(Romans 12:15). Deliberately, willfully, voluntarily caring for 
others is the essence of Christianity. We must be like that 
preacher who had died but left a legacy for those to whom 
he ministered. When asked if the late preacher was good in 
the pulpit, one of the members said, "I've forgotten his ser
mons but I can still see the tears in his eyes when he talked 
to the lost about jesus!" 

It is a special kind of joy to be able to lift up the fallen 
and discouraged. "We who are strong ought to bear with the 
failings of the weak." The "Golden Rule" compels us to em
pathize with our fellows! How others treat us oftell is a di
rect reflection on how we treat them. Empathy for others 
rewards in great dividends-it is better to give than to re
ceive! People don't care how much you know ·until they 
know how much you care. 

We must develop sensitivity to people's pain. On our piano 

is a brass vase with a metal flower in it. When I play a certain 
note the flower makes a noise. In physics this is called "sym
pathetic vibration." We must have sympathetic vibrations for 
each other! 

We help by developing the art of listening to others! "Hear 
my prayer, 0 God," said King David (Psalm 4:1). Everybody 
wants to be heard. We must put our own thoughts and words 
on "hold" occasionally. The world won't stop on its axis if 
we stop talking. Psychiatrists get .farge sums of money for 
listening. Why job's three friends did nothing but sit in 
sympathetic silence for three days. Sometimes that is all that 
is required of us. 

Listening is the better half of conversation. "Everyone 
should be quick to listen, slow to speak ... " God gave us 
two ears and one mouth perhaps because he wanted us to 
listen twice as much as talk. We must learn to listen for peo
ple's needs when they talk/listen between the words. Be
sides, constant talkers are a bore! "A man of knowledge uses 
words with restraint. .. Even a fool is thought wise if he re
mains silent." 

We help by accepting others for what and who they are! 
"Accept his who is weak in the faith, without passing judge
ment" (Romans 14:1). We must offer our friendship with few 
strings attached. People desparately need others who will 
believe and trust in them. Fair weather friends are a dime a 
dozen. Make a distinction between what people are and what 
people do! Hate sin but Jove sinners. We all have failures but 
nobody wants to be a failure. 

We help by becoming an encourager of others! "And we 
urge you, brothers ..• encourage the timid, help the weak, 
be patient with everyone" (1 Thess. 5:14). We must develop 
a "Barnabas" complex. We must get into the habit of rein
forcing the worth of others with encouraging words and less 
criticism. There is usually value in most every person-it is 
the Christian's task to find it/focus on it. 

We help by praying for others! "Pray for each other" 
(James 5:16). Pray for God's will rather than your solutions. 
It's difficult not to be a helper to those for whom you are 
praying. One either stops praying or begins helping. If you 
pray for the lost you'll become a soul winner. If you pray for 
the bereaved, you'll also offer your sympathy to them in 
constructive ways. If you pray for church leaders, you'll be 
more eager to see them succeed. 

A praying church is a helping church. A church was look
ing for a preacher and was asked, "How big a man do you 
want?" The reply was, "We aren't all that particular, but when 
he's on his knees we'd like him to reach heaven." Make 
sure your life is prayer-conditioned! 

2715 N. Averill Ave., Flint, Mi 48506 
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Observations for Elders and Preachers HAROLD G. HUNT 

Personalities exist in individuals, communities, and congre
gations. Though a congregation will reflect the community 
personality to a degree, it is vitally important that the con
gregation impact its community; this because-ideally-each 
in the local congregation has been positively affected by the 
personality of Jesus Christ "our lord." 

Yet, we are confronted by the moral and religious climates 
of our locales and of our times. How responsive is My local 
environment to the gospel? 

Such diversities will also vary between urban and rural 
districts. The ages, educational levels, economic factors, and 
life styles are matters to consider as the local congregation 
seeks to pursue its own goals and directions, and as to how 
to most effectively and efficiently accomplish its intended 
ends. 

We even see this in the New Testament: the Gentiles were 
more receptive than the Jews, and Philippi was more recep
~ive than Athens. Many are overlooking this! 

In these troubled and unsettled '80's, many of our young 
couples who were raised in times more prosperous, peace
ful, and serene now have families and responsibilities of their 
own. Under stress, ·job insecurity and economic distress, 
some of them are even afraid to dream. Suffering from dis
orientation, due to frequent dislocations in our mobile so
ciety, some begin also to question the religious mold in 
which they were reared, even to the point of questioning 
their faith in the church, and actually begin to form a gen
eration-gap from those who are older and more "traditional" 
in the church. Consequently, the latter begins to frown on 
the former. 

The introversions of the "younger set" is manifest by words 
like "problems" ... "stress" ... "cope" ... etc. They may 
not care to be knowledgeable of the Restoration Movement, to 
be exposed to lessons on first principles, nor content to study 
books of the New Testament which are so familiar and dear 
to "the older folks" .. ; They cry forth "our needs are not 
being met!" This phenomenon becomes even more baffling 
in those urban areas and cities when numerous Christians 
with different backgrounds move in and identify with the 
local congregation. 

Not only must they be welded together, but they must also 
be fused with the locals. How can elders and preachers ef
fectively deal with these growing heterogeneous situations as 
industry and people move into the South, etc.? The congre
gation not only changes, but so does the community! How 
will we fuse all these new people together and also with 
our own locals? How will they react to our traditional molds, 
and we to their diversities? What methods will be most ef
fective in reaching the lost of our changing community? How 
will we meet their needs as well as our own? How do we 
strike and maintain a balance between edification, local evan
gelism, and missions? In matters of adjustments, must all the 
new move-in members make all the sacrifices, or, can we 
bring ourselves to do likewise? The questions and challenges 
are legion! If you are a member or especially an elder or 
preacher of a city or urban congregation in the south, you 
know exactly what I'm talking about. 

Indeed!, tim~s and mobility have rapidly changed many 
of our congregational situations almost overnight. It's not 
that we are ignorant of the powerful principle of New Testa
ment "love" . . . ,_ nor that we are unaware of the essential 
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and perpetual principle of evangelism and edification as laid 
down in the formula of Jesus in the Great Commission (Matt. 
28:19-20). It's simply that times are not as slow and people 
are not as stationary. Consequently, our city and urban con
gregational heterogeneous situations are producing a com
plexity that many of us have never dealt with before! For 
whatever the reasons, a new day has dawned, and we are 
faced with a new challenge. 

We are told that the day of the gospel meeting is dead, and 
it is also true that most of us are not doing much personal 
work; nor do enough of us know how. Some are even saying 
that "workshops" are a passing "fad"; at least, many have 
turned into lectureships rather than "how to" sessions. At any 
rate, they do have their limitations regardless of the inten
tions of their directors; one problem being that not enough 
elders, teachers, nor preachers go as a unit from any one 
congregation. Certainly, a whole congregation is not ex
posed .... So, a few, at random, go ••• mingle with what 
is called "the cream of the crop" • . • the singing is fan
tastic •.. the atmosphere and speakers are inspirational ... 
There is variety ... and you are stirred with motivation. Yet, 
you return home .•. tired ••. and are soon deflated by 
those who are curious about your strange excitement. "Oh 
well, wait till next year; I'll go again!" But the story is re
peated. So, -What is the answer? 

Of late, "ads" have been appearing by the Center For 
Church Growth (Bammel Road; Houston) on three to six day 
Seminars on "How to Reach Your Inactive Members"-and 
another of numerous "How to" possibilities: "Win and In
corporate New Members; Turn Around a Declining Church; 
Have Effective leadership for Church Growth; New Testa
ment Principles of Effective Evangelism; Build Morale for 
Church Growth; and, How Small Groups Help Churches 
Grow." A good idea, but, can we get congregational elders, 
preachers, etc. to go as an objective unit; determined to bring 
the knowledge home and make it practical??? 

Also, an "ad" regarding "Three Unusual Days" with various 
men available. This one comes to your conregration! Its pro
gram is: "Why Children Go Astray; Developing a Strategy 
For Growth; Developing a Growing Bible School; A Home 
Going Church Makes a Church Going People; and, Give and 
Ye Shall Get." 

.we have no problem with the subjects, and there are many 
more which could be added. But, the bottom line is twofold: 
1) We must know our home congregation and community. 
Therefore, we can determine our needs and what will or will 
not work for us. 2) We must expose as many of our people 
in leadership roles to Seminar factors as possible; even the 
entire congregation! 

We can pretty well recognize what needs to be done. We 
simply must expose ourselves to how, and then select and 
utilize the priorities. I heard of one congregation which 
spent thousands of dollars to provide a meals on wheels 
program for the elderly and needy of their community, but, 
when it was set in motion, they discovered that their affluent 
community had too few of either to justify the effort. Thus, 
knowing your community and yourself as a congregation, ... 
and exposing the leadership and the congregation to how to 
get the jobs done is a good place to start. 

311 Dove Creek, Round Rock, Texas 78664 
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The Building of God 
SCOTT COLGLAZIER 

In spite of the fact that we have emphatically claimed-the 
church is the people-the association between a building and 
the people remains deeply embedded within our conscience. 
Even those of us who theoretically know better, by our real 
world practices continue to forge even deeper within our 
own minds and the minds of others this union of building 
and church. 

The primitive church was not without its struggle between 
building and spiritual reality. In Acts 6:14 charges are 
trumped up against the radical Stephen. Being more liberal 
than Peter and more insightful than the Jerusalem Christians 
Stephen is confronted with the charge that he has been di~ 
minishing the significance of the Jewish temple through his 
~re~ching and t~achi~g. Up to this time, Christianity was very 
s1m1lar to Juda1sm m both belief and practice. However, 
Stephen heralds a new message, one which directly con
fronted the jewish people. (Try suggesting to the elders of 
your church that they ought to sell the church building be
cause it is unbiblical and you will begin to understand the 
confrontation between Stephen and the Jews.) 

In .Acts 7 Stephen makes his "defense," but he is hung 
by h1s own honesty. Stephen proclaims that God has con
sist~ntly revealed himself in a variety of places-Mesopo
tamia (vs. 2), Egypt (vs. 9), Sinai vs. 38). Yaweh is not a 
11God-in-the-Box!" Stephen concludes when he states that 
~od has not revealed himself in the Jerusalem temple, but 
m the Bethlehem babe-Jesus Christ. 

The confrontation between Stephen and the Jews was a 
confrontation over the place of spiritual reality. On the one 
hand, the Jews claimed the temple, and all the theology 
bound up with it, was the place for spiritual worship, learn
ing and meaning. On the other hand, Stephen proclaims the 
radical message that Christ is the Righteous One and spiritual 
reality is found in him. He is a new and Jiving way, the 
temple in Jerusalem has been superseded by a spiritual 
temple, a spiritual priesthood and a spiritual sacrifice. 

As Stephen was quickly to discover, divorcing spiritual 
reality from men's handmade boxes is a dangerous business. 
Acts 7 ends with Stephen's death. The business is still dan
gerous! Man loves his stained glass windows, padded pews, 
spacious vestibules and lofty steeples. They provide us with 
a feeling of security and the aura of stability. To enter a 

church building allows us to feel religious without truly 
being religious. A Sunday morning in a church building en
ables us to feel Christian without actually living as a Christian. 

The New Testament, and for that matter the Old Testament, 
calls for the people of God to have spiritual reality apart from 
any building, shrine or monument. I Peter 2:5 designates the 
church as a spiritual house. With God as the master architect, 
the church is built upon Christ the corner stone. As indi
vidual Christians we take our place in this spiritual house, 
acting as spiritual priests and offering our spiritual sacrifices. 
The church does not find spiritual meaning in a building, 
rather the church finds meaning by being a spiritual house 
built on Christ. In Ephesians 2 Paul proclaims with fever pitch 
excitement that God has brought Jews and Gentiles to
gether through the atonement of Christ. All Christians are 
joined together creating a holy, spiritual temple in the Lord. 
This togetherness is accomplished, not by herding these two 
diverse peoples into a big auditorium, but by the reality of 
the Holy Spirit who indwells all Christians and who creates 
Christian fellowship. 

It is not easy to break up the cemented union between 
church and building. The following are a few suggestions 
which might facilitate our spiritual growth in this area. 

1. We must first of all come to terms with the theology of 
the New Testament concerning the church. 

2. We might do well by using our buildings in a more 
practical way to facilitate the life of the church. In other 
words, a building can be used for more than a worship ser
vice. 

3. It would be helpful to encourage Christian activities out
side the building. It is especially meaningful to do this in lieu 
of a building worship, then a message is intrinsically con
veyed-Christianity is more than building attendance. 

4. New Christian groups might really pray and discuss be
fore they decide to have a conventional church building. Per
haps a rented hall, a house or a YMCA might do better. 

5. Congregations which endlessly discuss building mainte
nance and repair should vow a moratorium on all building 
discussions for six months and then turn their undivided at
tention to the needs of people. 

112 E. Fairmount, New Castle, PA 161 OS 
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True Wisdom 
DOWELL FLATT 

James, the Monday through Saturday writer, gives true 
standards for living. (1) He describes true religion as full of 
stability, endurance, and action (1 :2-27). (2) He warns that 
true faith must avoid discrimination, inactive profession, and 
boastfulness (2:1-3:12). (3) His wonderful epistle continues 
with an inspired description of true wisdom (3:13-5:18). 

After giving a definition of true wisdom (3:13-18), James 
describes the application of it in spiritual life (4:1-1 0), legal 
relationships (4:11-12), business plans (4:13-17), labor rela
tionships (5:1-6), waiting for the . Lord (5:7-11), language 
(5:12), and affliction (5:13-18). 

(1) Wisdom Defined (3:13-18). James insists that true wis
dom is far more than intellectual cleverness. It will be 
demonstrated by the quality of conduct it produces. Any 
"wisdom" which is earthly, sensual, devilish, filled with envy, 
strife, confusion, and evil works cannot be labeled as the 
"true wisdom from above" (3:14-17). In vast contrast, the 
true wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and hypocrisy 
(3:17). 

(2) Wisdom in Spiritual Life (4:1-10). Just after mentioning 
the peaceable life (3:18), James reminds his readers of their 
wars and fightings (4:1). Such quarrels will not produce a 
satisfied life (4:2). The true disciple will make requests to his 
Father with far greater intentions than the mere satisfaction 
of his own lusts (4:3). His reques~s will be made on the basis 
of the will of the Son, abiding in the Son, bearing fruit in 
the Son, and knowing the Father and the Son. (Jn. 14:13-14; 
15:7,8, 16; 17:3). 

(3) Wisdom in Legal Relationships (4:11-12). The one who 
refuses to obey a law is saying that there ought not to be any 
such law. To speak against a brother is to speak against the 
law of brotherhood. 

(4) Wisdom in Business Plans (4:13-17). Life on this earth 
is only a vapor or mist (atmis); it is typical of that which 
passes away (4:14). james was not rebuking wise planning; 
Joseph made a series of extended plans (Gen. 41 :37-57). 
James is condemning every creature who acts as though he 
holds the future. Such power belongs only to the Creator. 
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(5) Wisdom in Labor Relationships (5:1-6). The wealthy 
were not denounced merely for being wealthy. Their con
demnation was the result of their giving into the temptations 
so often associated with riches (5:4-6). There was a large gulf 
between the starving harvesters (5:5) and the wanton rich 
(5:6). No real security can be found in the lives of the cor
rupted rich. 

(6) Wisdom in Waiting for the Lord (5:7-11). Patience must 
be demonstrated in waiting for "the coming of the Lord" 
(5:7). The husbandman .has to wait for the early rain (late Oc
tober-early November, a necessity in the germination of the 
seed) and the late rain (late April-early May, a necessity in 
the maturation of the crop). Brethren should not blame one 
another during times of trial (5:8-9). The models of the 
prophets and Job should be followed (5:10-11). 

(7) Wisdom in Language (5:12). One of the more frequent 
manifestations of the lack of patience involved the use of 
hasty oaths. The injunction "swear not" was not designed to 
eliminate all oaths (Matt. 26:63-64; Gal. 1 :20). Swearing had 
become a common means of expressing impatience and bit
terness. An art also had developed in determining which 
oaths were binding and not binding. The whole process be
came a mockery of Christian honesty. 

(8) Wisdom in Affliction (5:13-18). Instead of causing the 
Christian to swear (5:13), afflictions ought to remind him to 
pray (5:13). Prayers should be offered in times of trouble and 
joy (5:13), in sickness and sin (5:14-16). 

Conclusion (5:19-20). These two verses by themselves are 
more than enough to show the error taught by those who 
advocate "once saved, always saved." The workings of the 
corporate cummunity mentioned earlier (5:16) are further de
cribed (5:19-20). Though James said several things in this 
epistle, he ended as he began with beautiful words of en
couragement. 

The inspired epistle of James is full of many useful items 
involved in Monday through Saturday living. It gives a genu
ine description of true religion, true faith, and true wisdom. 

Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson, TN 38340 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies (1) 

FROM A SURVEY OF THE FIRM FOUNDATION 

ELMER L'ROY 

(First in a series of six articles) 
In furthering what he referred to as "this present reforma

tion," Alexander Campbell published a translation of the New 
Testament called "Living Oracles" in 1826. The reformation 
he spoke of was a serious and effective effort to "restore the 
ancient order'' and unite Christians through the rejection of 
human creeds and the acceptance of the Bible alone as au
thority for religious faith and practice. The new version was 
a distinct contribution to the success of the Restoration 
Movement. Campbell's work seems to have been the only 
major effort by churches of Christ or scholar-members of the 
church to translate the Bible until the decade of the 1970's, 
a period of almost a century and a half. 

R. L. Roberts of Abilene Christian University traced the his
tory and influence of the "living Oracles" and some other 
nineteenth century versions in a series of eleven essays be
ginning in the Firm Foundation with the October 16, 1973 
issue (p. 663) and continuing through the January 1, 1974 
number. This is a good study, and anyone who has access to 
the material can become familiar with valuable historical 
background. 

The decade of the 1970's was marked by renewal of inter
est in Bible translating by Christian scholars supported by 
churches of Christ. It is my purpose to survey the Firm Foun
dation of the years 1970 through 1979 and tell the story of 
both Bible translating and Bible distributing by churches of 
of Christ. Of course, the full story of every effort is not told 
there, but a re-education of the brotherhood to the needs and 
some significant efforts are outlined by the articles and news 
stories published in this fine gospel paper. 

Introducing the Decade 
It is fitting to open this survey of the ten year period of the 

Firm Foundation by quoting its always optimistic editor Reuel 
Lemmons. "We are encouraged," he wrote on the editorial 
page, January 6, 1970, "with the increased commitment of 
Christians, and the sense of personal involvement that is 
developing." 

Lemmons expressed a hope for "a shift away from paying 
everybody to do everything" and that "an aroused 'laymen' 
movement' would arise in the decade of the seventies. 

He also said, "With the economic prosperity, the intel
lectual advancement and the social advantage we now have 
J we do not break out with something great in the next 
decade we will only compound our sin." 

Virgil Bentley wrote "Sizing Up the Seventies" in the issue 
of February 3, 1970. It is an excellent teaching article, and of 
particular interest is a reference to the goals of the American 
Bible Society for the decade: "annual distribution of more 
than 100 million copies of Scripture, a Bible in every Ameri
can home and a return to daily Bible reading habits." 

In February two articles called for Bible reading. In the 
issue of February 10 Bob Mize wrote encouraging daily Bible 

reading, and the following week J, Willard Morrow said, 
"How sad the fact that there are milllions and even billions 
of responsible souls on earth who have never seen a Bible. 
Many of these have never heard of such a book." 

A few persons, usually those in the mission fields, realized 
the acute need for Bible translation, printing and distribution. 
Bill McDonough wrote from Germany urging the churches to 
continue to send and support missionaries to Europe. An 
interesting reference to the need for Bible distributing is his 
quotation from Robert P. Evans' book "let Europe Hear:" 
"More Europeans than the total population of the United 
States have yet to see a Bible .... Most of Europe's 73 mil
lion children between the ages of 5 and 16 have never heard 
a Bible story." (May 5, 1970, p. 280.) 

Bible Translations 
The first essays related to Bible translation in the decade 

of the seventies were written by Jack P. lewis of Harding 
Graduate School. He wrote two articles, published in 1970. 
The first, in two parts, called "The New English Bible," ap
peared May 19 and May 26 (pp. 312, 326), and the second, 
called "Why New Bibles?" ran in three consecutive issues 
beginning October 13, 1970. The occasion was the publica
tion of the Old Testament in the "New English Bible" (NEB) 
March 16, 1970. This volume was combined with the second 
edition of the New Testament, thus completing the entire 
Bible. 

Dr. lewis' three part series, "Why New Bibles?" treated 
Bible translating in. general and not the NEB specifically. The 
articles included history of English versions of the Scriptures, 
manuscripts and textual criticism, translation process and the 
nature of Biblical languages, language change and a few 
examples of archaic language. 

This is an interesting series. 
lewis in arguing fol' Bibles that communicate asked, "Which 

is the better: to try to make people speak Bible English as 
the Quakers did or to try to make the Bible speak people's 
English?" 

He concluded, "A clear distinction should be made be
tween the problems of the form of the English Bible and the 
validity of the message. To point out needed improvements in 
the manner of English expression is not at all an attack on 
the validity of the Bible." (pp. 479, 485.) 

In the issue following the close of the lewis series, Dr. 
J, D. Thomas of Abilene Christian University presented sig
nificant information about the "Today's English Version (TEV), 
relative to changes that would be made in the third edition. 
Thomas shared a letter from Dr. Robert G. Bratcher, trans
lator of the TEV, of the American Bible Society. The changes 
detaiiled in the letter were made in response to criticism by 
our brethren. In his article Dr. Thomas expressed apprecia
tion to and confidence in the scholarly men at American 
Bible Society. He further said: 

(Continued on page 12) 
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"Surely The Lord is in This Place ... " J. CURTIS MANOR 

Back in my home state of Tennessee 
they used to tell the story of a mountain 
lad who was leaving home to seek a 
job in the city. After bidding farewell to 
his friends and family he looked toward 
heaven and said: "Goodbye, God, I'm 
going to Nashville." 

It was supposed to be a joke. Un
fortunately, it describes the actions, if 
not the words, of far too many people. 
Faithful worshipers of God in their 
hometowns, they migrate to a strange 
place and become so involved in seeing 
the new sights and finding their way 
around that church attendance is post
poned "until we get settled." Right away 
they locate and begin patronizing such 
"necessities" as the supermarket, gas 
station, drug store, bank, schools, movie 
theater, bowling alley, parks and lakes. 
God and his worship are pushed aside 
for awhile, but "pretty soon we'll locate 
the church and get started attending." 

Eventually the transplanted Christian 
discovers the meeting place of the 
church-perhaps by accident-and de
termines to start attending. He may even 
visit the services a time or two. But he 
doesn't see anyone he knows, the con
gregation is larger (or smaller) than he is 
used to, the preacher has a different 
manner from Brother Goodfriend back 
home, or maybe the order of songs, 
prayers and communion is not quite the 
same. So he feels like a stranger and de
cides not to go back. Of course, the 

What A Fellowshipl 
One of the greatest blessings of the 

Christian life is that of Christian fellow
ship. In Acts 2, after Peter had preached 
to thousands on the Day of Pentecost, 
the first things we read about is the fel
lowship of those new Christians. 

We read that they devoted themselves 
to the fellowship, were all together and 
had everything in common, sacrificed to 
give anyone in need, and met together 
everyday and practiced hospitality with 
one another in their homes. 

From these passages we are reminded 
not only of the importance of being de
voted to the fellowship surrounding our 
worship services, devotionals, · classes 
and special congregational events, but 
the emphasis placed on daily fellowship 
among the believers. Christian fellow
ship is a valuable part of any Christian's 
life. Without it, it would be impossible 
to fulfill the command Jesus gives to 
"Love each other." God never intended 
for Christians to just come to services, 
or just study our Bibles or just pray. 
When we become Christians we are 
11baptized into the body of Christ," and 
are no longer independent of God and 
his people. Each of us has become "part 
of the body of Christ." We now have 
the responsibility to Christ and each 
other to become devoted and totally 
committed to the fellowship of believers. 
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people and surroundings in the new 
job, bank, school, and whatever were 
just as strange as first, but that didn't 
discourage Christian from affiliating 
with them. Here is what really has hap
pened: (1) Christian has made friends in 
all his secular connections first; they 
have satisfied his feelings of loneliness 
and he now feels comfortable with 
them, whereas the church people are 
strange to him. Since his social inclina
tions are already supplied, there is no 
compulsion to form new friendships in 
the church. (2) He has gotton out of the 
habit of church attendance. It is easier to 
neglect the worship now, especially 
when none of the church members are 
acquainted with him so that they might 
be aware of. his negligen·ce and ad
monish him about it. He has become ac
customed to using the Lord's Day for 
purposes of recreation, and worship 
would detract from these pursuits. (3) 
He feels a little guilty about not having 
sought out the church and started wor
shipping regularly immediately upon ar
rival at the new location. Perhaps letters 
from loved ones back home have ad
monished him about it. So now he is 
inclined to rationalize, placing the 
blame for his departure from the right 
ways of his early training on someone 
else: the church members aren't 
friendly (He doesn't give them a chance 
to be); the procedures are strange; he 

(Continued on page 11) 

JIM PATTERSON 

Nowhere in the New Testament do we 
read of any substitute for deep and 
meaningful relationships among broth
ers and sisters in Christ. 

We are taught to: 
• "Encourage One Another Daily." 

It is impossibe to encourage one an
other on a daily basis without fellow
ship. Daily felowship should be encour
aging, uplifting and joyful. It will also 
help. keep us from becoming "hardened 
by sm's deceitfulness" because through 
consistent Christian relationships Satan 
will have a difficult time getting a foot
hold in our lives. 
• "Spur One Another on Towards Love 

and Good Deeds." 
Our fellowship should consist of mo

tivating, stimulating and urging each 
other to continue to love each other, 
love the lost and to serve one another. 
Daily fellowship will give us the in
centive to live victorious lives for Christ. 
• "Follow 'My Example as I Follow the 

example'of Christ." 
One of the most practical ways we 

can learn how to live the Christian life is 
by imitating those whose lifestyle is like 
that of Christ's. It is difficult to follow 
someone's example in Christ with little 
fellowship. Through fellowship each day 
we can influence each other to do 
WHATEVER IS TRUE, NOBLE, RIGHT, 

PURE, LOVELY, ADMIRABLE, EXCELLENT 
and PRAISEWORTHY. 
• "As You Help Us By Your Prayers." 

Through fellowship we will become 
sensitive to the needs of each other. As 
we share these shortcomings, obstacles 
and sins with one another we can then 
take them to God in prayer on each 
other's behalf. "Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective." 

We can't go out and restore the New 
Testament church without restoring New 
Testament fellowship. When more Chris
tians begin to devote themselves to 
serving, giving, helping and praying for 
one another, then the results will be 
congregations in which the Lord is add
ing to their number daily those who are 
being saved. 
1040 Glenwood Dr., Thomasville, Ga. 
31792 

Growing Up in Christ 
DAVID BOSWELL 

Over and over Jesus stressed the im
portance of becoming like little children. 
Jesus said the greatest in his kingdom is 
the one who is as a little child. Even 
though we are to become as little chil
dren in the sense of innocence and 
humility, we also are to grow up in 
Christ. Paul said that in malice be babes, 
but in mind be of full age. Far too many 
Christians never grow up in Christ. 
When things won't go their way, just as 
children, they pout, or run away from 
their home congregation! 

Closely connected with growing up in 
Jesus is knowledge of Jesus. The more 
we know, the more we grow. And the 
more we grow the more mature we be
come. Mature Christians produce strong 
churches. Paul develops this concept in 
Eph. 4:13-16. Strong churches are unit
ed churches. There can't be a bunch 
of spiritual babies and unity at the same 
time. In speaking of unity, Paul deals 
with maturicy. 

Paul said that we are to grow into 
" ... mature manhood ... " (NEB)). Paul 
goes on to say that if we are growing 
up in Christ, we will no longer be chil
dren, 11 

• •• tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine ... " 
Children because of their ignorance, 
and instability, can't distinguish right 
from wrong, false from true. And the im
mature Christians are much the same 
way. With every new "issue" or opinion 
which comes along they are tossed back 
and forth like little boats on a stormy 
sea! Knowledge of Jesus is the anchor 
which defies the wind. Issues come and 
go but if we're anchored in Jesus, they'll 
not destroy our faith. 

Are you growing up in Christ? It's a 
paradox: the more you grow in Christ, 
the more your attitude becomes as a 
little child. And the more you become 
as a child, the more you love, the more 
you forgive and forget, and the more 
you trust. 
3434 North St., Anderson, Ca. 96007 
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But, What Is Soul Winning? JOE BURNS 

It has recently become very obvious 
to this preacher that we are failing to 
tell our brethren what soul-winning is. 
We tell them they ought to do it. We 
tell them they have to do it. We tell 
them ways to do it. We tell them why to 
do it. But we fail to tell them what it is 
they are trying to do! 

To prove this point simply survey a 
few members of the congregation you 
id~ntify wi~h. Ask sam~ of your brethren 
th1s quest1on: What 1s Soul Winning? 
The answer will be something like this: 
"Soul Winning is going out and teaching 
people the Gospel Plan of Salvation (and 
also telling them to come to church all 
the time); and then seeing them re
spond by being baptized." The an
swers are like this because the preacher 
tells the church how to win souls (i.e., 
how to get them baptized). Some in our 
brotherhood say their method is guar
anteed to get the prospect baptized in 
30 minutes or your money back. Another 
can teach the first, second, third, and 
fourth way to close the study. 

A recent article in a leading paper of 
our brotherhood carried this statement· 
"Set a schedule, a time to go soul: 
winning every week, and do not let any
th!ng interfere ~ith it. Many elders set 
as1d~ Tuesday mghts for soul-winning; 
that 1s a good time." Herein lies the mis
conception of soul-winnin~ that has so 
permeated our thinking that we truly fail 
at soul-winning. 

In one of Jack Exum's book the state
ment. "Soul Winning is not something 
you do, but something you are" appears. 
Truman Scott of Fairfield, Calif., once 
presented a lesson explaining the verbs 
of Matt. 28:18-20. He did it right. jesus 

never said, "Pick a good time and go 
soul winning." jesus simply said, 11As 
you are going" win souls. We are the 
goingest people in the world and the last 
thing we need is a command to go! 

Are you aware of the first time the 
Bible addresses the subject of Soul
Winning? It is a verse we quote to get 
people to be soul winners, but what of 
its original setting? Prov. 11:30, 11he 
that winneth souls is wise" (KJV) .What 
did this mean when it was first spoken? 
If we can understand this basic thought, 
our whole attitude toward this subject 
might ~e ~rea~ly ~elieved. May I suggest 
soul-w.mnmg IS s1mply persuasion. You 
c~n wm,a person's soul, yet they may 
st1ll be unsaved." You can win a per
son's soul even though he is already 
saved (Jms. 5:19-20). 

In I Cor. 9:19-23 Paul tries everything 
he can do to persuade people to be
come Christians. He does all he can to 
win souls. No doubt the ultimate desire 
to winnin~ souls is redemption of the 
one's we persuade, but it is a process. 
We want to win people over to our way 
of living, thinking, and believing. It is 
a process called soul-winning. We want 
those persuaded to remain persuaded, 
again part of the process called Soul
Winning. 

Every Christian is a soul-winner. When 
we teach them to 11Set a time " what 
does this say? It says at other ti..;,es vou 
are not a soul-winner. This thinking has 
made many 11Sunday Christians" and 
"Tuesday Elders." let us consider telling 
our brethern what this thing we call 
soul-winning really is. 
Central Church of Christ, 4210 Missouri 
Flat Road, Placerville, Ca. 95667 

Evangelism and Methods J. J. TURNER 

A study of the New Testament will 
reveal an absence of evangelism being 
tied to the best (or only) method. To 
my knowledge there is no record of 
Paul, Peter, john, or the husband-wife 
team, Aquila and Priscilla, ever conduct
ing a seminar on how to win souls or 
discussing the "best approach" to evan
gelism. 

In our quest to reach the lost we must 
never Jose sight of the fact that God has 
called us to be faithful, not to be suc
cessful. Our mission is not to try and 
"out do" everyone else. It reminds me 
of an after dinner speech given by the 
President of a company. After compli
menting them for the best year ever, he 
then went into a 30 minute rage telling 
them why it wasn't enough. "Next year," 
he said, 11We must do more, more, 
more." The church must not get caught 
up in the world's approach to success. 
To hear some among us talk you would 
think that evangelism occurs only when 
you "win a soul" like you would win 
a trophy in a bowing match. It is inter
esting to note that there isn't a New 

Testament verse which approaches evan
gelism in this· fashion. 

Evangelism is the sowing of the seed 
(luke 8:11) and the watering of that 
which has been planted; through this 
process God is able to do his part by 
giving the increase (d. I Cor. 3:4-10). In 
real evangelism, therefore, God is the 
one who wins the soul. We must be 
careful not to usurp his role or place. 
The method of sowing the seed is op
tional. The methods of evangelism are 
controlled by individuals. The sowing of 
the seed, however, is not optional. It is 
imperative; nothing can take its place. 
The gospel treasure has been committed 
to human vessels and must be sown be
fore God gives an increase. 

In the quest for growth many local 
congregations have become so involved 
in sidelines that they have forgotten 
their main purpose in the world is 11to 
make disciples of all nations" (Matt. 
28:18-20). The man in the pew has be
come confused and, therefore, not very 
interested in getting involved in any of 
the so-called 11best approaches" to 

evangelism. One Sunday he hears that 
al~ ev~ngelism involves is "making 
fnends for jesus. He has many friends, 
but for some reason they aren't Chris
tians. A few Sundays later he hears 
that "life-style" is the way to win the 
lost. He is confused because he lives a 
good life-style. At a workshop he is re
buked for not having one or two dis-

(Continued on Page 10) 

Family Evangelism 
CHUCK LUCAS 

In the early church entire households 
were baptized into Christ. Notable 
examples of this are found in the con
versions of Cornelius (Acts 11 :14), Lydia 
(Acts 16:15), and the Philippian jailor 
(Acts 16:33). There is a tremendous need 
and opportunity for the same thing to 
happen in ev~ngelism today. 

In recent years thousands of students 
have been led to Christ on college cam
pu~es across America. The vast ma
JOrity of them were not raised in the · 
church but have now been able to share 
the gospel with parents and other fami
ly members. As a result hundreds of rela
tives have been baptized into Christ as 
well and families have been united in 
the lord. 

. Many congregations are now begin
nmg to see the need for developing a 
dynamic youth ministry to reach the 
hundreds and thousands of junior and 
senior high school students that are 
found in every community throughout 
the countrv Included in the goals of 
reaching these young people for Christ 
should be the reaching of their parents 
and other family members also. Bible 
school programs and bus ministries 
ought to be geared, not only to reach
ing children, but also to reaching their 
parents. 

In almost every congregation there 
are members with non-Christian 
spouses. Oftentimes, in Evangelistic out
reaches, a husband or wife will become 
a Christian, but the other spouse does 
not. Every effort ought to be made in 
such situations to bring the non
Christian partner to Christ. When adults 
become Christians it poses a great chal
lenge and opportunity to lead their chil
dren to Christ. 

These efforts will not always be suc
cessful when long-standing problems 
and difficulties resulting from non
Christian days are involved. But there 
is still great power in the gospel and in 
Christian example. Whole families are 
being led to Christ today in congrega
tions in our brotherhood. Today's fami
lies desperately need the saving, life
changing message of jesus Christ. The 
need ana potential for family evangelism 
cannot be over-emphasized. 

Let us devote ourselves as never be
fore to reaching entire families for 
Christ, and involving every family mem
ber in family evangelism. 
2720 S.W. 2nd Ave., Cainsville, Fla. 
32807 
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EVANGELISM AND METHODS 
(Continued from page 9) 

ciples with him all the time li ke James 
did. He thin ks about quitting his job but 
decides against it because his family w ill 
starve. Poor bro ther! He has never been 
able to separate methodology (or aids) 
from the commission given to him by 
Christ. The miss ion is to sow seed and 
wate r. This is so simple that it has been 
overlooked in a quest for bigger and bet· 
ter machinery to use in seed sowing. The 
evangelism machinery of the local 
church must never be confused w ith the 
seed (gospe l) it must sow. M achinery 
(aids) like charts, f ilm strips, programs, 
tracts, seminars, books, buses, etc., will 
not save souls. Th e gospel is God's only 
means for sa lvat ion (cf. Rom. 1 :1 4-16), 
and it must be planted in human hearts 
(cf. Rom. 10:17; Luke 11 :7). 

Evangel ism must be the core of all 
facets of church li fe . Every min istry of 
the local church must include it. But we 
must not fal l into the trap of calling 

NEED SPACE? 
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fo rnia Residents Add 6% Sales Tax). Allow 3· 4 
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everything we do evangel ism. Where 
this altitude exists it is usually a sure 
sign that rea l (seed sowing) evangelism 
is not occurring. Evangelism is a speci fic 
task assigned the church by Christ. It 
requires concentration, desire, direction, 
dedication, and speci fic action. It w ill 
not be done if simply left as "every
body's business." This kind of business 
becomes nobody's! 

May God help us to never forget that 
evangelism is sowing of the seed and 
the cultivating (watering) of vineyards 
planted by other sowers. It is God's job 
to give the increase. These facts should 
create an atmosphere conducive to more 
evangelism in th e local church. Your 

w orld is waiting for someone to tell 
them the good news. Only by sowing the 
seed (gospe l) w ill it occur. This is God's 
method. The seed is in your hand. Will 
you sow it today? 
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"SURELY, THE LORD IS IN 
THIS PLACE • • • ." 

(Continued from page 8) 
feels like a misfit. So obviously, it's not 
his fault. 

Transplanted Christian has missed the 
point. In effect, he has limited God to 
the back-home environment. He is like 
jacob, who was surprised to find that 
God was present in other places and 
surroundings as well as back home. 
When he traveled from his father's 
house and saw his famous vision of 
Jacob's Ladder in a strange country, he 
exclaimed in astonishment: "Surely the 
Lord is in this place, and I did not know 
it!" {Gen. 28:16). 

Not only is God in every place, but 
jesus is present in a spec1al sense, 
wherever his disciples assemble. He 
said, ''Where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them" {Matt. 18:20). 

Thus, if you worshiped God in your 
former home, there is no reason to fail 
to do so in your new one. If you kept 
a regular appointment with jesus on the 
Lord's Day, you will find that he also 
keeps appointments in your new one. If 
you had brothers and sisters back home 
who were dear to you because both you 
and they were children of God, you may 
find new ones here who will soon be
come just as dear for the same reason. 
"Forsake not the assembling of your
selves together" {Heb. 1 0:25). 

Come and give us an opportunity to 
show you that "Surely the Lord is in this 
place ... ! 

128 N. Mt. Vernon Ave., Prescott, Az. 
86301 

SwCC'S NEW BIBLE PROGRAM 
The four-year Bible program of South

western Christian College will be inau
gurated in August of this year with the 
offering of the third year of Bible to a 
number of young men who are aspiring 
for the ministry. Most of the young men 
in this third year class are graduates of 
the two-year program of the college 
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over 50 gospel preachers, compris
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Nothing Else Like It 
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Fabroid Blnd.ing-$1.30 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

and after two more years of concen
trated study, will be the first students 
in the history of the college to receive 
bachelor degrees. 

Recognizing the dire need for many 
more qualified preachers of the gospel, 
Southwestern Christian College is striv
ing to do its part in filling this void by 
beginning this four-year Bible/min
isterial program. 

To assist these young men who have 
the desire to be ministers but have no 
money for preparation, we have estab
lished a Ministerial Scholarship Fund of 
SwCC. We are asking individuals who 
are financially able to send donations. 
And we are asking congregations to join 
our "mini-minister" Scholarship Cam
paign by adopting one young man as 
1ts "mini-minister" and supporting him, 
paritally or wholly, as he prepares to be 
a fulltime minister. 

To strengthen our library holdings for 
this. new program, we must increase our 
volumes and other materials in the area 
of Bible and religious subjects.· We, 
therefore ,appeal to you as brethren in 
this cause to send us books on religious 
subjects or money for books. We ask 
preachers with libraries to will your li-

braries to Southwestern Christian Col
lege for the use of these ministerial 
students. In other words, we are asking 
every Christian to help us with this new 
Bible/ministerial program. Send all do
nations and inquiries to me or Dr. James 
Maxwell here at the college. HELP • • • 
-Jack Evans 

Note to subscribers: Please give )'om 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
time minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons, please write to 
Tape Ministry, Church of 
Christ, 824 W. Pipeline Rei. , 
Hurst, Texas 76053. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum for Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·281·3911 

25TH ANNIVERSARY HOMECOMING 
AND 

GROUNDBREAKING FOR GROWTH 

9:00A.M. 

10:00A.M. 

Memorial Church of Christ 
900 Echo Lane 

Houston, Texas '1'1024 

The elders invite all former members and friends to 
reunite with us for a full day of Christian fellowship. 

August 29. 1982 
BIBLE CLASSES FOR ALL 
SPEAKER: H. A. (Busier) Dobbs 

2:00P.M. COMMITMENT PRESENTATION 
SPEAKER• Homer Putnam Reeves 

MORNING WORSHIP 
SPEAKER: Kerry Knight 

LUNCH AT MEMORIAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
All Axe Invited! 

3:00P.M. NORTHERN LIGHTS CHORUS 
3r30 P.M. CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
4:15P.M. EVENING WORSHIP 

SPEAKER: Richard Jones 

Arrangements for lodging and other infonnation 
Call .. Jl3/464-02'11- Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.-4:00P.M. 
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BIBLE TRANSLATING AND 
DISTRIBUTING BY CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST IN THE FIRST DECADE 
OF THE SEVENTIES 

(Continued from page 7) 
It is my personal opinion that we 
owe much to the American Bible 
Society and the United Bible Socie
ties of the world for translating the 
Bible into so many languages and 
dialects and making it available to 
persons all over the world in their 
own language. Surely God wants this 
done in every generation, but we in 
the church have not been doing it. 
In communicating God's pure-word 
alone, without interpretative notes 
•.. they are actually doing the work 
which we Christians should be do
ing. ("Changes in the TEV," Novem
ber 3, 1970, p. 699.) 

Make a note of J. D. Thomas' impres-

sive and perceptive words: 11 
• •• God 

wants this done in every generation, but 
we in the church have not been doing it. 
... They (others) are actually doing the 
work which we Christians should be do
ing." This scholar's stand, as we shall see, 
became a source of encouragement for 
churches to do the very thing he suggests 
here. 

MID-AMERICA EVANGELISM 
WORKSHOP 

The largest crowd ever registered as
sembled for the fourth annual Mid
America Evangelism Workshop in In
dianapolis on july the 15th through the 
17th. The spacious facilities of the In
diana Convention Center was the scene 
of this memorable gathering. Under the 
direction of Nick Young of the Lindberg 
Road Church of Christ in Anderson, In
diana, the Mid-America Evangelism 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

5th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 
Evansville, Indiana 

"Unity, The Neglected Essential 
of Church Growth." 
AUGUST 12-13-14 

VANDERBURGH CIVIC AUDITORIUM & CONVENTION CENTER 

Sponsored by Tri-State Area Churches of Christ 
Contact Bobby Wade, Church of Christ, 2205 E. Morgan.Ave. 

Evansville, lndiana 47711 (812-477-5516) 
Exhibitors contact Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St., 

Madisonville, KY, 42431, Phone 1·502·821·3544. 

IRe ezegefe ~ EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

Workshop for 1982 saw more people in 
attendance than any of the previous 
years. There was a total registration of 
2,367. The largest single night attendance 
was 1,208 on Friday the 16th of july. 

Nearly a year's effort went into the 
planning of the Workshop. A total of 
thirty-six {36) congregations throughout 
Indiana, and a host of individuals, co
operated financially toward its success. 

The fifth annual Mid-America Evange
lism Workshop will be held June 23-25, 
1983 in the same location. 
Boyd Williams, 90 N. Milford Dr. 
Franklin, Indiana 46131 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1]95 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic - As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers · 

Inexpensive Enourh to Throw-Away 
Instead o Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

... a new monthly paper designed to edify 
teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 
Bible students. 

It shall be the sole purpose of this 
paper to launch an intensive Bible 
study for spiritual development. We, 
as the editorial ltaff, shall strive to 
challenge and improve the exegetical 
llbilities of concerned people by 
presenting articles that cause us to 
think and &Mrpen our understand· 
lng of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 
ration of the Holy Sc~tures; the 
absoluteness of the saving power of 
the gospel of Christ. 

BIBUCAL EXEGESIS 
BIBUCAL WORD STUDIES r--------------------
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BIBUCAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
foUowing men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry HarviU, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
l·year subscription). 

I Name------------
1 
I Address------------

: City, State, ZiP----------
1 
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BOOKS ..!Jn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET-

BIBLE STUDIES IN JOSHUA AND NEHE
MIAH. R. l. Whiteside. lnys Whiteside 
323 p. $7 

BIBLE STUDIES IN GENESIS AND DEU
TERONOMY 281 p. $7 
These two volumes by the renowned 

scholar, R. l. Whiteside have been 
published by his daughter, and consist of 
an arrangement by the books of the 
Bible-of the lessons prepared by White
side on the scriptures selected by the 
International Sunday School Committee 
from 1928 through 1944. They appeared 
in the Firm Foundation Adult Quarterly 
and the Gospel Advocate quarterly re
spectively. A splendid addition to any 
Bible Student's library. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT WISDOM LITERA
TURE. John Willis, BRP. 137p. $3.95 
Picking the jewels from Job, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, John 
Willis has produced a delightful 13 les
son study book for adult classes. Well 
written, thoroughly researched and ref
erenced, it will deepen one's apprecia
tion for the providence of God. 

YOUR FAMILY. Jim Conway & Walter 
Trobisch. IVP. 129 p. $3.95 
A love and Maintenance Manual for 

people with parents, and other relatives. 
Each chapter by a different author, the 
book deals with family relationships and 
is designed to strengthen the family. Well 
written by people qualified to write. 

EVANGELIZING NEOGAPAN NORTH 
AFRICA. Alfred Krass. Herald Press. 
250p. $9.95 
A critical look at the problems in

volved in really producing an evangelistic 
church. His experiences in North Africa 
during the 60's and 70's furnishes back
grouna. His eleven appendices contain 
some of the finest evaluation of unde
nominational Christianity we have seen. 

TRAIN UP A WINNER. Hillery Motsinger. 
Gospel Teachers. 126p. $4.50 
A reprint of what ought to be a best 

seller. A practical guideline to the train
ing of a child to become a brother to 
mankind and a child of God. It is based 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-8'728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '79410 

1·806·'792-5191 

on Biblical truth, scientific research and 
good old common sense. 

FROM CREATION TO THE DAY OF 
ETERNITY. Homer Hailey. Nevada Pub
lications. $7.95 

ers as Elvis Hufford, James Baird, Robert 
Taylor, Rubel Shelly, Willard Collins and 
many others deliver the lessons. Excellent 
contemporary literature of the church. 

A simply told story of the creation, 
ruin and redemption of man. New in
sights are offered to grace, the Holy 
Spirit, worship and other subjects. The 
power of the book lies in the deep in
sight and understanding of the author 
and in his ability to write profoundly, yet 
simply the story. 

All books reviewed hero ma:r be parc&ased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handllnsr on orders of $10.00 
or leas: 10% on orders over $10.00. 

ebroll ., lept. 7 
, ••• c.•"•••\ \'-• 111-t.ttc O<\ ea(( 

,,... ••"• HUGH SHIRA, D.c.ueto<\ ". ... , ... ,,.,\, ... 
CHRIST THE EFFECTIVE ENERGY. East Tn 

School of Preaching. 263 p. $7 
The speeches from the 8th annual 

lectureship of East Tennessee School of 
preaching in Knoxville. The process of 
overcoming is the theme and such speak-

/outftern California /cftool 
of 

~'\Yffiffi~®ilfi~l]]) 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE· STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Ma~ Brecheen/Faulkner 

Enrichment Pe~~on 
Seminar 

1982 SCHEDULE 
AUGUST 20-21 Wembley, Middlesex, England 01-904·9667 Wembley church of Christ, 92 Barn

hill Road, HA9 9BS 
SEPTEMBER 17-18 Richmond, VA (804) 264-8040 Church of Christ, 4006 Hermitage Road, Box 

9245, 23227 
OCTOBER 8-9 Indianapolis, IN (317) 352-9296 Southeastern church of Christ, 6500 Southeast

ern Ave., 46203 
NOVEMBER 5-6 Denton, TX (817) 382-5052 University church of Christ, 403 Welch Street, 

76201 
DECEMBER 3-4 El Paso, TX (915) 593-2772 Church of Christ in Eastwood, 10104 Album Ave., 

79925 
1983 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 28-29 Fayetteville, NC (919) 488-3975 Helen Street church of Christ, 1312 Stansfield 
Drive, 28303 

FEBRUARY 11-12 Portland, OR (503) 235·2681 Central church of Christ, 5231 S.E. Stark Street, 
97215 

MARCH 4-5 Donelson, TN (615) 883·6666 Donelson church of Christ, 2706 Old Lebanon Road, 
37214 

MARCH 25-26 Dearborn Heights, Ml (313) 278·8120 or 563·1027 Church of Christ at Parkside, 
17200 West Outer Drive, 48127 

APRIL 15-16 Odessa, TX (915) 332·0926 Church of Christ, Sixth & Jackson, P.O. Box 3307, 
79760 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 
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$29,315 FOR CHINA 
George Benson was the special guest 

at China Day at the Northeast Church of 
Christ in East Detroit, MI. Brother Ben
son has been involved with Ch ina since 
he was a missionary there before the 
Communist revo lu tion. 

$29,315 was raised on June 6th by the 
Northeast congregation. That day was 
set aside as China Day, a special day to 
focus on the needs of this work. 

The money wi ll be used to expand the 
work in Hong Kong which now includes 
five native preachers as well as the Bob 
Frazier family. Brother Frazier is working 
in Hong Kong w ith the Chinese preach
ers to coordinate an outreach into main
land China. 

The Chinese government has made it 
clear that they wi ll accept the Chinese 
teach ing the Chinese, but w ill resist 
intervention by westerners. 

Many are already giving to this effort, 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for fu ll t ime workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

but the task is great and as the work 
increases the costs will increase. Success 
in reach ing China wi l l create a greater 

need for your support. The opportunity 
is now and we must work di l igently 
whi le we can. 

•!•·~1._,,_,_, __ ,,_,_·-••~·-·----a-n~-o--.-~~----

1 CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

II P. ~
0

:~:.;, f::e:= =0

~~59 I 
Phone 817-645-9208 

• t!'•._..--~~~ -~~-~..,._-•-u-~~~-_,-.o_o_a_~•41) 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box iBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

14 [510] 

Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertisina- in this section $1.50 per Uno. Desia-ned especially to accommodate congregations 

advertisina- meeting places, preachers seeklna- work or conpea-ations seekine preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

WashlnK"ton, D.o. area-JO minute• from 
our nation's ca.plta.l, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VlrglDla 
22301, phone ('103) 836-3083 or 9'11-nn. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST TRS 80 
Bible lessons on cassette. Home, Sunday School, VBS. 
Send SASE for details. VEPCO, 200 Juniper Ave., 
Merritt Island, FL 32952. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH ,OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaehina--Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church o! Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
CHA.THA.l\1, N • .J,, Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frienda in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o~r:......::.34.:.4:.:·.::.57.:.:1:..:9:..:.• _____ ==~-

DA. Y A.REA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, Cnllfornla 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May: 
Church of Chriat, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawah 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

--------~P:..;a::.;u:;:;l,...B=;;;arper, 4 73-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
dREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V .F. W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 868-4883. Vlsit.or. Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 2.205 E. Morgan A ,.e .. 
U.S. 400 En•t Oppo•lte K-ltlnrt. Offlec 417' • 
527'1. Dobb7 Wnde, Min. 47'8-4050. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Chriatian home. Reaaonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children'a Home is currently -hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couplea.) Good pay and bene
rita. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rnll 707/448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YU!tiA. ARIZ., 051 W. 28tb St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
.4TT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPrl. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79fi-2!l11. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a city of 500,000 and only one sister congreRa
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
Christian wants work. Have machine shop experience. 
Also limited preaching experience. Want to preach 
part-time. Excellent references. Write Box 423, Dickey
ville, WI 53808, or call (608) 348-7244. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Wanted: Mature, full time preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
not essential) bi-lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and retired 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furnished 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-249-3097. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
MINISTER WANTED to work with small congregation 
in college town in beautiful Black Hills. We need a 
man who can furnish part support or work-out full or 
part time. New 3 bedroom home furnished. Box 26, 
Spearfish, SO 57783. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Children's 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents and 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement Insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-55,"'3...;;.0.;... -,--..,.,..,...,-
Preacher wanted: Full support, house and utilities 
furnished. Send resume to Westhaven C. of C., 1515 
29th North, Texas City, TX 77590 or call 713/94S-7117, 
945-5241 or 945·8137. 
Minister available. 30 years old. Experience with youth, 
evangelism, education. B.A. & M.A. degrees. Prefer the 
Ohio area. Contact Dan Garringer, 10046 Jenks Rd., 
Jamestown, OH 45335. (614) 948-2209. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worahip, Speedy aervlce, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 oT 
call (916) 885-5776. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $2S, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLEl Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 l-40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 61S-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (nightjweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402-245-2251 or AC 402-
245-5857. 

The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our Lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive in serving Christ. Located In a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
Nateonal Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586-4557. 
Wanted, woman's counselor for campus ministry. Send 
photo and resume to: DeKalb C of C. Postlon avail
able Jan. 1, 1983. 
For Sale-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all In 
very good condition. $100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836-8044. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 

APPLICATIONS INVITED 
General ministry: preaching, teaching, developmental 
leadership. Small tongregation with God/Christ-cen
tered, grace-oriented, approach to Christianity. Pleasant 
living conditions; small college town near large cities. 
For more information write, call, or send resume to 
Church of Christ, 1202 West Church Street, Hammond, 
LA 70401 (Ph. 504-345-3236). 
Wanted full time Preacher, needed to work with a small 
congregation in rural area. At this growth stage the 
average attendance is sixty. We need an aggressive man 
willing to work, who is sound in the faith. With ex
cellent leadership ability. 

Send resume and reference to: 
J. G. Whlsnand 243 S. Sycamore 
Box 114 Archer City Tx. 76351 or call 574-4054. 

If you enjoy personal work and want to spend most of 
your time in this work (making contacts, holding 
classes)-preach once on Sunday, twice if you want to
no classroom teaching required first year-age no bar
rier-new church work-Resume to Artesia Church of 
Christ, Box 222, Artesia, NM 88210. Phone (505) 748-
2134 Dalton Bell, 746-2051 Carl Foster, 748-2414 Bill 
Henry. 
Wanted to buy: A set of "The Great Texts of the Bib)('", 
edited by Jay Hastings, Publishers The Waverly Book 
Co. Ltd. London, England. Garnett Little, Rt. 2, Box 
2578, Grandview, Wa. 98930. 
Young Wisconsin congregation is looking for a mission
minded overseer church to help In the partial support 
of its vocational missionary going full time. This work 
is backed by two other vocational missionary families 
and is evangelistic, well organized and is helping to 
establish other congregations in our unevangelized state. 
lhis is the only church of Christ in our eight county 
area. Please phone Roger, 1-608-68S-4997, or Jr., 1-715-
673-4774. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year Internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK· 
~R or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

Lakeview Christian Hollle 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

"In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 
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NOW READY! 

Commentary on the 

Minor Prophets Vol 2 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has begun work 

on The Old Testament. 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Send your order in NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 2@ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and 
handling under $10.00. Over $10.00 add 10%. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e ____________________________________________________ __ 

Address, _____________________________________ _ 

City _______________________ ----.~State,_· -------~,ip ___ _ 
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FOURTEEN MEMBERS OF THE HILLCREST CHURCH (Abilene, 
Tex.) are sP.ending a month in South Africa helping with a 
vacation B1ble school and an evangelistic campaign in Em
pangeni. Most members of the te.am are students at ACU. 
Top row: Caro l Henderson, Basil McClure; next, D~bra 
Davis, jana Tudor, Denise Stephens, John Terry, Brad Ba1ley, 
Vickie Patterson, and Ann Brown. O ther team members not 
pictured. 
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Whatever Became of Sin? 

. One of the phenomena of our t imes is the strange 
disappearance of a sense of guilt. W e do everything in 
our power ·to rid people of a sense of guilt without rid
ding them of the guilt of sin. In fact, we go to great pa ins 
to do away with sin altogether. 

Whole professions of psychiatry and psychology have 
arisen to help people get rid of their "gl,lilt feelings" 
without repentance. Usually sin is washed out in some 
real or imagined abuse in childhood, and the sinner is 
often exhorted to throw off his gui lt fee lings by indulg
ing in more sin. A Christian is foolish who goes to a non
Christian psychiatrist. 

A sense of sin, and a personal responsibi lity for it has 
almost completely disappeared from the average mind. 
" Personal work" usually meets a stone wa ll because the 
prospect feels no sin at all. Whatever happened to sin 
anyway?, 

Of course we have "crime" and " lawlessness" and 
even " immorality" but these are all exp lained away these 
days under the cloak of "diseases" and "frustrations." 
Or, we want everyone to share our sin so we can hide in 
the mass imperfection of us all . We remember how nu
merous writers and speakers wanted to blame all of us 
for Jim Jones' perversion and massacre in Guiana. They 
wanted to spread the blame out and dilute it until all of 
us would share equally in the horror. If guilt can be 
spread out it w ill disappear enti rely in the silly doctrine 
of "all of us are sinners, you know." 

We are losing sight of the fact that God's concern for 
us is so individualistic that even t he hairs of every head 
are numbered. Nobody's teeth are set on edge because 
others ate the sour grapes. Each must bear his own in iq
uities and each his own sins. Sins are individual things 
and individual, not collective, responsibility is assessed 
for them. 

We would like to hide in the masses of men and say 
that socie ty is responsible for all the evi l, hateful, terrible 
things that happen. But we can't do it. Sin is still an in
dividual matter, for wh ich each shall answer for his own. 

Sin springs out of a single evil heart: No bitter foun
tain ever sent forth sweet water. Men don't gather 
grapes off of th istles. And pointing a f inger at other 
people and charging them with all the sin won' t do 
either. The burden of Old Testamen t prophets was to 
get the people to realize that they were sinners, and that 
because of the guilt of their sins the wrath of God would 
fall. God hasn't changed. 
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Why is there so little emphasis on specific sins? Why, 
even in preaching, do we cover up lying, stealing, covet
ousness, adu ltery, gluttony, anger or pride with the gen
era l term "sin" lest we offend some individual? Let a 
preacher become specific and call the names of people 
or sins either and he usually gets fired. We remember 
that when a friend preached on dancing and drinking, 
specifying the sins, he was not allowed back in the pulpit 
because two of the elder's daughters both danced and 
drank. 

There isn't much real repentance any more because 
there isn't much acute consciousness of having com
mitted a specific sin to repent of. We sin in general terms 
and we repent in general terms. We refuse to recognize 
our sinful state and at best entone: " If I have done any
thing to offend any of you . . .. " How about what we did 
that offended God Almighty? 

The terms we use: weakness, disease, shortcoming, 
delinquency, w ild oats, and such like are no synonym 
for sin. "Deviate human behavior" has so cluttered up 
our understanding of "sin" that there is no longer any 
real motive to repent. 

Somewhere along the line sin has practically disap
peared. We are not having as many "conversions" be
cause not so many people th ink of themse lves as sinners. 
We shou ld go back to writing the word "s in" in capi tal, 
red letters. We should go back to preaching against sin
not explaining how all these devilish traits are " because 
of a lack of love", or the attitudes of a cold heart, or are 
guilt feelings which we should rid ourselves of. 

We must get back to a sense of personal responsibility 
for sin. No act of ours-good or bad-is an act for which 
we are not responsible, and for which we shall not 
answer in the judgment. Sin is real. Sin is damning. And 
no sin is more dangerous than the sin of indifference 
to sin. 

Where moral responsibility is faint, and we seek to 
lose 9urselves in the general sinfulness of us all, there is 
little incentive to acknowledge our guilt or to repent of 
our sins. And without repentance j esus said we would 
perish. Preachers need to identify and define sin and 
warn sinners that w ithout repentance they perish. The 
prob lem is, whatever has become of sin? 
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College Years' Greatest Temptations 

You and I may not be· tempted in 
exactly the same way, but there are cer
tain struggles that are common to many 
college students. Whatever its specific 
nature may be, the part of your life you 
haven't really given to Christ will be the 
area that Sata·n wi II seek to use to destroy 
you. If, however, you master the three 
areas of life discussed below, then many 
other decisions will be easier, since you 
will ~ave some solid principles guiding 
you m them. 

I don't believe that atheistic professors 
or the specter of humanism and evolu
tion in every class will be your greatest 
temptations. Although such questions 
will arise and may present problems, 
your greatest temptations will be in areas 
that are intensely personal and that affect 
how you live each day. By all means 
work on the apologetic questions, but 
realize too that there are deeper strug
gles going on inside you. 

Working from bottom to top, I be
lieve the third greatest temptation in 
college will be: to turn from godliness 
and purity in your personal life. 

You are getting away from parents, 
friends, and hometown Christians. You 
are entering the big, enticing, "real" 
world. Your life has generally been 
guided and controlled for you, but now 
you will decide how you will use your 
time, what you will read and watch, and 
how you will conduct your personal life. 

Your college friends will put direct and 
indirect pressure on you to fit the world's 
mold. Your curiosity and sinful desires 
will want to find out more of what the 
rock songs, the popular literature, and 
your friends are talking about. Many im
moral actions will not be presented as 
sneaky tricks to get away with or as one 
possible option for only some· people. 
They will be portrayed as the right, ac
cepted, and normal things to do. 

Your campus newspaper will not have 
a debate on whether drinking is wrong. 
Your school readings and your friends' 
rock albums will not try to excuse or 
explain away immorality. The dating 
game played all around you will simply 
assume that hurting people is part of the 
risk, that talking about people behind 
their backs is harmless, and that you can 
go as far as you can with a date. You 
may still believe that certains things are 
wrong, but you may find yourself drawn 
into doing them or shortening your list 
of ungodly actions in order to "fit into 
the crowd" better. The world will want to 
redefine your morality in its own terms. 

The Chirstian, however, is transformed 
by the renewing of his mind. He seeks 
the things that are pure, noble, and right. 
He knows that the momentary thrill that 
supposedly "won't hurt anybody" will 
hurt; it hurts you and it hurts others. 
Although "dating" is not a Biblical term, 
he knows that many Biblical principles, 
such as speaking the truth in Jove, re
fraining from gossip, honoring one 
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another above himself, and glorifying 
~od in his physical body, are Biblical 
1de?s and should be applied to Christian 
datmg. 
. Flirting with immorality, and engaging 
m what you know to be wrong can leave 
you with emotional scars for many years 
t~ come. The guilt that you feel can 
h1_nder your relationships with God and 
Wit~ ~rothers and sisters in Christ. The 
Chnst1an student needs to turn from all 
this and to trust God's call to holiness. 

The second greatest temptation of the 
college years is: thinking you can take it 
easy no~ in your spiritual growth. 
. you w1ll have to make responsible de

CISions about the use of your time. In
stead C?f th~ thif!y-five hours per week of 
class t1me m h1gh school, you will have 
an average of 15-20 hours per week in 
class at college. No one will be "on you" 
to get you to study the Bible every day 
to ~evelop discipline in your personal 
h~b1ts, or to do the "right things." You 
'"'Yill have many opportunities to use your 
t1me for both organized and informa ac
tivities and thereby fill up your day. You 
rna~ think: "l'fl! young; I've got plenty 
of t1me to get B1ble knowledge. Besides, 
I plan to go to church for the rest of 
my life anyway, so why bother now?" 
Or you may think: "I can't possibly 
squeeze Bible study or a devotional, a 
service project or evangelism into my 
schedule." 

The temptation is to fill your time with 
attractive but shortsighted activities and 
eliminate time for quality, long-range in
volvements. The fallacy comes when we 
confuse urgent things for important 
things. We think some things have to be 
done now when they can really wait, 
and we see what ought to be done now 
as "later on" matters for us. When you 
say that you don't have time for this or 
that, you really do (God doesn't ask us 
to do what we literally cannot do) but 
you have filled your time with other ac
tivities. When you decide to pursue regu
lar Bible study, involvement in the 
church, and other important matters, 
then other activities fall into place, what 
seemed so urgent really is not, and you 
will have the time to do those things 
that you really have to finish. 

You need to see the value of investing 
time. You wouldn't think of trying to be 
a doctor, accountant, computer analyst, 
teacher, or engineer without investing 
four or more years in training. You may 
wish you could jump right into a career 
in brain surgery, but woe be unto your 
first few victims! Just as it is right, natural, 
and expected to train for a profession, it 
is right to train and grow in your Chris
tian life. You won't get all the answers 
.in four years, but you will never get the 
answers if you don't get started now. 
You need to "discipline yourself for the 
purpose of godliness" so that you can 
live for Christ effectively throughout the 
years. 

The temptation will be to think that 
you'll have time for those things later, 
after college and its exams, papers, and 
activities are behind you. But here's a 
nasty secret of real life: once you get out, 
you will have even Jess time; so start 
now developing the habits that will give 
you a peaceful and purposeful life. 

The greatest temptation of college life 
will be: to fail to love God. Jesus said the 
greatest commandment is to love God 
with all your being (Mark 12:28-30). The 
greatest temptation-for a student or for 
anyone-is to fail to obey the greatest 
commandment. 

It is very easy to glide through college 
following the religious practices ofJour 
parents or friends, fitting their mol in
stead of God's. It's easier to push God 
aside than to let him come in and remold 
your life, but that is exactly what he 
wants to do. 

Everything you do in your life, every 
decision you make, indicates how much 
you love God. Unless you decide early 
~n to. give him your all, your religious 
life will be hollow and your daily activi
ties will crowd out any time to learn 
about the Father. We can be engaged in 
so much activity-even religious activity 
-that we fail to know God. Fervency and 
zeal will be strengthened by knowing 
God; they probably won't last long with
out him. 

Have you taken time to know jesus, 
who came to show us the Father? Have 
you read and studied the gospel ac
counts? Have you wrestled with the truth 
of the cross, the resurrection, and the 
judgment to come? Are you so moved 
by God's love for you that you will put 
away sins, commit yourself to the body 
of Christ, and thrive on learning his 
word? 

You can learn many things-many 
good things-while you are at college. 
But unless you learn about God and un
less you I ive out of love and gratitude for 
him, you will have failed, to orient your 
life according to the One who created 
and sustains you. Only an ungrateful 
child would turn his back on a loving, 
all-sufficient Father, and such an attitude 
would not be one he learned from such 
a Father. To live life without giving honor 
to the Giver of life is to make college 
and all of life a fearfully futile existence. 

In all honesty, these have been my 
greatest temptations as I have gone 
through college and tried to live for Jesus. 
These may not be your greatest temp
tations. But they need to be given serious 
thought, because you will be setting pat
terns for your life during your college 
years that will either serve you or hamper 
you for years to come. Your time at col
lege can be a strengthening experience 
for you and a blessing to God and to 
others if you realize that "the fear of the 
Lord is the begininng of knowledge." 
409 Jackson Ave., Oxford, MS 38655 
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A Believer Thinks About War ELMER PROUT 

Historical ly the issue of Christian par
ticipation in warfare has been a vexed 
question . It seems quite cl ear that until 
almost the end of the second century 
Christians would not serve in the Roman 
army. As the years passed, however, at
titudes changed and by the time of 
Augustine the 'just war' theory had come 
into general acceptance. The Crusades 
(from 1095 A.D.) were an attempt to use 
war to promote the interests of Chris
tiani ty. Among the reformers Luther, 
Zwingli and Calvin all accepted th e prac
tice of war. Other believers, such as 
Thomas More, Erasmus and the Anabap
tists, rejected all attempts to justify w ar 
or the use of violence to further the 
gospel. (See jean-Michel Hornus, " It Is 
Not Law ful For Me To Fight," for an at
tempt to demonstrate that the ea rly 
church " was overwhelm ingly pacifist ic.") 

Members o f th e churches of Christ in 
America have not taken a uni fied posi
tion on this question either. Alexander 
Campbe ll supported the practice of 
capital punishment but seems mainly to 
have opposed war. Some earl y leaders 
of the restoration movement urged be
li evesr to stand aloof from any participa
tion in national affairs. Outstand ing 
preachers and scholars among us have 
differed on the war questi on-some have 
been known to change their thin king on 
the matter. The congregation which I 
attended as a teenager was the scene of 
violent disagreements on this issue. Some 
of the leaders advised me to ' join up and 
get in to the fight' while others urged 
non-violence as ' the only Christian view
point.' 

The issue is complex both biblically 
and historically. This article is obviously 
not the f inal word. But here, as in all 
areas of Christian doctrine, we must con
tinue to sea rch the Scriptures and allow 
our convictions to be shaped by the 
clearest thinking of w hich we are ca
pable. Each believer is responsibl e before 
God to think through to his own con
victions on th e Bible teaching about his 
relationship to war. He must be prepared 
to state his case and to act on his con
clusions. The importance of young be
l ievers doing that before they receive a 
call to active service cannci t be over
emphasized. It is difficult at best to 
formulate a position after an induction 
notice has been received. · 

The believer, the Old Testament and 
war. Warfare and various forms of vio
lence were clearly a part of God's w i ll 
for ancient Israel. (see, for example, 
Gen. 15 :1 6; Exod. 17:8-16; Levi. 18:24-
28; Deut. 7:16; 20:1-20 etc.) 

We must approach the Old Testament, 
however, with full recogn i tion that God's 
reve lation is progress ive. This is part of 
what is meant in speaking of the 'star
light, moonlight and sun light ages.' Jesus 
Christ is God's final word and it is in him 
that we find the meaning of the words 
of the O ld Testament. 

Israel was the chosen people w hom 
God used in the formative stages of the 
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divine plan. W hen he w ho is the Fullness 
has come the formative steps have ful
filled their purpose and .no longer have a 
no rmative place in God's present work. 
We can no more justi fy Christian partici
pation in warfare on the bas is of the O ld 
Testament example than we can justi fy 
the present use of animal sacri fices on 
th at basis. W hatever we have to say about 
war must be sa id in ful l recognition of 
the finality of Christ an d the nature of 
his present kingdom. 
T~e. believer and the present kingdom. 

Chnst1ans have been made ci tizens of 
the kingdom of Christ. Christ is the King 
over a kingdom which is internat ional 
and interracial. There is strong biblical 
suppo r.t for saying that the .kingdom of 
Chnst IS also non-violent. 

Christi ans are, in the truest sense pos
sible; ' foreign nationals.' O ur supreme 
loya lty is to our King, Jesus Christ. W e 
recognize that ' the powers that be are 
o rdained of God.' But we dare not dis
regard the words of our Lord and his 
description of his kingdom in ou r attempt 
to serve a national government. 

Believers in every nation are duty 
bound to obey their government:; to the 
extent that those governments do not 
ask them to disobey God. Unquestioning 
submission to a national government is 
never an option for the Christian. Loyalty 
to Christ keeps bel ievers in a posi tion 
where they can be real istically criti cal of 
ALL national governments. We recognize 
th at the will to power drives people to 
use methods w hich are opposed to the 
methods of him who found his way to his 
throne by the path of the cross. 

The international nature of the king
dom of Christ should make us aware of 
the contradiction inherent in Christians 
marching off to wa r each under the ban
ner of h is own nation . The future of the 
church is not tied to the rise o r fall of 
any one nation. " The people of God are 
a trans-national and supra-national en
tity, the Church, and no nation may be 
considered the people of God." " Just as 
Christianity was not bound up with Rome 
so it is not bound up w ith modern 
W estern cul ture." (Leon Morris) I would 
suggest that whatever conviction a be
liever holds about partici pation in war he 
must hold it in recognition of " the claim 
of Christ upon his" li fe and "as an ex
press ion of the real ity of Christ's king
dom in the world now." 

As we think our way through this issue 
we would do well to ponder these words 
by Paul Scherer: " We w ho call ourselves 
pacifists are not all liberals. It is rather 
in reliance on the sovereignty of God 
and on his chosen means that we take 
th e stand we do ... in a kind of tortured 
obedience that w ill at least .. . keep 
alive the strain between the will of God 
and this recurrent messiah of war, which 
leads us to ever new 'disasters in the 
name of our own righteousness' . . . I 
wou ld question insistently the over
simpl ification which identifies modern 
warfare w ith the legitimate use of force." 

What steps shall we take? Neither the 

pacifist nor the nonpacifist can say 'My 
position is wholly good and has taken 
into consideration everything that can be 
said on this issue.' We w ill find ourselves 
inovlved in a continuing struggle to work 
out the details o f w hat it means to be a 
believer in our day and age. Believers on 
both sides of the issue should beware of 
easy answers w hich oversimplify a prob
lem w ith w hich Christians have struggled 
for generations. The reality of Paul 
Scherer's 'tortured obed ience" w ill un
doubtedly be a part of eve ry believer' s 
experience as he wrestles w ith this 
matter. 

But regardless of the conclusion we 
reach there are some things on w hich all 
bel ievers can agree; some steps all can 
take. All of us can avoid " indiscri minate 
approval o r disapproval of all that is done 
by .. . [our) nation, either before, during, 
or after a war." We can refuse to hate 
people. We can support positive steps 
that w ill help to counteract the thrust of 
war. In times when the nations o f the 
world are drawing lines and squaring off 
against each other believers can be more 
active than ever in the church. For it is 
the church which God intends to be the 
place o r body "which embraces men of 
all nations, includ ing th e 'enemy' nation, 
and thus help to keep alive a bridge of 
good w ill w hich stands above national 
interests." 

After the discussion o f theory the prac
tical decision sti ll remains to be faced 
by believers who are of the age to be 
called for mil itary service. W hat shall 
the person do w ho is convinced that 
participation in carnal warfare is against 
his conscience? Refuse to register for the 
draft; go to jai l; leave the cou.ntry? Since 
the Bible does not spell out exact details 
fo r proper behavior in this matter be
lievers have w orked out so lutions which 
differ in various w ays. The decision will 
be shaped to som e degree, at least, by 
th e nation in which the believer is living. 
In som e nations Christians have the op
po rtunity to serve in ways oth er than 
d irect military service. Other countries 
do not allow that cho ice. 

M y own decision (in World War II) 
was to register as a conscientious objec
tor; enter the military service in the 
medical corps; take duty w herever the 
army sent me but refuse to take the 
life of another human being. I still hold 
that conviction but I am fo rced to admit 
th at I wou ld be hard pressed to prove 
th.at Brother Cornelius took the same po
sition immediately after his conversion. 

In any case, the decision we reach 
must not be based on patriotism. It must 
not grow out of loyalty to any given form 
of government or economics. What a 
believer thinks about w ar must be based 
on (1) the acceptance of the absolute 
authority of j esus Christ. (2) the clear 
recognition of the international nature of 
the kingdom of Christ and the implica
tions of that kingdom for human rela
t ionships at every level ; and (3) the ideals 
of the kingdom· of God as found in the 
New Testament and especially as seen in 
and through j esus Christ. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive 
Rosevill e, Ca. 95678 
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A Plan To Help Your Home 
ALBERT GARDNER 

Hardly a thing can cause more heartache to the individual 
than the breakup of the home and the turmoil that preceeds 
it and then follows it. Nearly everyone today realizes the home 
is in trouble. The complex world of the 80's is tearing us 
apart. We cannot go back to the "good ole days" of an almost 
completely agricultural world, where children grew up with 
so much work to do that they did not have time to get into 
trouble. The day is over when people never leave the county 
or state in which they were born. The industrial revolution has 
made a change in us. Some of these changes we appreciate 
and would not trade for the past. Progress has been made in 
medicine, education, transportation, and communication. We 
refuse to go backward. And what about the future? What they 
tell us about the future will stagger the imagination! 

These changes are here and will not go away. What, then, 
are we to do? How can we cope? Is there a way to have a 
happy home in a world with so much tension that we are 
torn apart rather than brought together? Probably there are 
those who know that something is wrong with their marriage, 
but don't know what to do about it. The sparkle has gone out. 
The children are not growing up with the same values you 
had and you wonder why. You have provided them with 
everything they need but they don't have the right attitude 
toward work, parents, people, or things. What can we do? 

Obviously, this is a serious matter. We are not dealing with 
an ailment which can be cured with a band-aid. It may require 
major surgery. The remedy may not be easy. In some cases 
it may be too late. But as long as there is a sincere desire to 
work out problems according to God's will, there can be im
provement of even the worst situation. 

Since most problems have taken a long time time to get 
where they are, it will likely take some time to work them out. 
I offer you a three point plan to help your home, which if 
followed faithfully will make for a happier and stronger home. 
1. Determine to build your home by God's plan. 
2. Find out what is wrong with your home. 
3. Begin gradually to correct your mistakes. 

Determine to Build Your Home by the Bible 
Brother Gus Nichols was one of the great preachers of this 

century. In counseling with couples who were having prob
lems in their marriages, he asked them three questions. 1) Do 
you sincerely want to solve your problem? 2) Will you settle 
it by the Bible? 3) Are you willing to do it now? Unless they 
were willing to correct their problems in this way, they could 
not be helped. 

God is the author of the Home. He is the One who said "It 
is not good for man to be alone." He is the one who "made 
them male and female." Strong homes are made by following 
the plan God gave for the home. 

Find Out What Is Wrong in Your Home 
Is it too much television? Is TV cutting off communication 

among family members? If so, what will you do about it? Is 
your problem that you do not have enough responsibility 

for the children? How will you correct this? Is your emphasis 
on materialism? Do you leave the impression with your chil
dren that money is everything? What steps can you take to 
correct this? Are you giving your children adequate spiritual 
training? Do you read the Bible with them? 

Jesus taught that man shall not live by bread alone. Though 
you know that, do your children know it? 

One serious problem in many homes is that the family 
members are not in the place Go~ gave them. Notice Eph. 
5:23. "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body." 
Fathers, do you have the courage to take the leadership of 
your home? Will you provide the direction for your family 
that God intended? "And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil
dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord." (Eph. 6:4). Fathers cannot shift that to 
mothers. Of course, there is an overlapping of care, concern, 
and teaching-but the father is the head because that is where 
God put him. We are not talking about abusive, harsh, over
bearing leadership but the kind of headship that is produced 
by the kind of love that jesus had for the Church. 

Mothers are told "as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing." (Eph. 
5:24). This subjection is completely foreign to the modern way 
of thinking. But wouldn't it be wonderful if husbands and 
wives/mothers and fathers along with the children would all 
get in their place as stated by the Bible writers? Wouldn't the 
home run smoothly? Husbands would love their wives; wives 
would be in subj_ection to their husbands; children would 
obey their parents; and all, of them would have a deep love 
for one another and for God. 

Parents need help today. Maybe they always have, but there 
are forces now eating away at the very foundations of the 
home, and therefore, of society. A recent census report reveals 
that "the number of unmarried couples living together nearly 
tripled between 1970 and 1980." The fact that this indicates 
"a growing acceptance of a new type of lifestyle" should con
cern us even more, for it means there is a growing acceptance 
of a lifestyle which is not approved by God. 

People should determine to build their homes according 
to the Bible. Second, they should find out what is wrong in 
their home. Third, BEGIN GRADUALLY TO CORRECT YOUR 
MISTAKES and to strengthen the weak spots. It may take a 
while since it takes time to overcome long standing problems. 

Parents should create an atmosphere of peace and joy 
where love for each family member and for each other is 
evident. Have you ever walked into a home where you could 
immediately feel high tension? No one had to tell you but that 
home was about to explode. They stay together for the kids, 
or for financial reasons, or for social reasons, or even for 
rei igious reasons, but there is no love there to cement them 
together. 

4700 Little John Drive, Norfolk, VA 23513 
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Can We Know We Are Saved? 
WALTER SWAIN 

On one occasion an assembly of several hundred people 
was asked how many of them felt that if they were to· die 
right then, that they would go to heaven. Only a. few scattered 
hands went up. This would not be surprising, except for the 
fact that almost everyone present was a Christian! Through 
the years many members of the lord's church have expressed 
to me grave doubts of their own salvation. I have been told 
by other preachers t~at they have had similar experiences. 

Yet, scriptures tell us that we can have an assurance of our 
own salvation (I John 5:13). We can know that we are saved, 
and can rest in the complete assurance that we will spend 
eternity with God, Christ, and the redeemed in heaven. How 
can we lead others to the assurance, if we doubt it ourselves? 

Why then do many Christians doubt their own salvation? 
I believe that there are two main reasons. 

One is the doubt of our own worthiness. We reason some
what like this: "If I say I know I am going to heaven, then 
I am saying I think that I am good enough to go to heaven. 
And that is pride. Besides, I am not really sure I am good 
enough to go there. So I don't really know." But this reason is 
built on a false assumption. That is, that we are saved by our 
own goodness or works. We may think that God is keep
ing count of our good deeds and bad deeds. And if we can 
just keep the good deeds ahead of the bad, we will have a 
chance of reaching heaven. Krowing we can't do this, we 
doubt that we will be saved. 

The second reason why we are not assured of our own 
salvation is a misunderstanding of how we are saved as 
Christians. We know we sin as Christians, and that we must 
repent of our sins, and pray to God for forgiveness. So we 
hope we can stay one step ahead of God, and not die right 
after we sin, before we can be forgiven. This becomes a 
burdensome task, and many give up and fall away. Others, 
unsure of whether or not they are saved, continue on in 
doubt. 

But can we really know we are saved? Can we have an 
assurance of our own salvation? Yes! We can know we are 
saved. 

We can know we are saved if we have obeyed the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Paul tells us in II Thessalonians 1 :8 that at 
his coming Christ will render vengeance to those who have 
not obeyed the gospel. We have no assurance of salvation 
unless we have obeyed the gospel in: 1) faith in Christ as the 
Son of God (John 3:16), 2) repentance from our sins (Acts 
2:38), 3) confession of Christ as the Son of God, (Rom. 10:10); 
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Acts ~:37), and baptism in water for the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:38; 22:16). 

We can know we are saved, in spite of the fact that we do 
sometimes sin as Christians: 1) If we are no longer servants 
of sin (Rom. 6:17,18), 2) If we do not sin willfully (Heb. 1 0:26), 
and 3) If we do not continue in sin (I John 3:6-9 N.I.V.). We 
do sin as Christians (I John 1 :8), but the blood of Christ 
covers these sins (I John 1 :7). The condition we must meet 
for this to happen, according to John, is we must be "walking 
in the light, as he is in the light." This means we must be 
striving to do the will of God, and to live as Christ lived, to 
the best of our ability. 

If we sin we must confess our sins (I john 1 :9), repent of 
them, and pray to God for forgiveness (Acts 8:22). We also 
have the privilege of confessing our sins to one another when 
needed, and praying for one another's forgiveness. (James 
5:16; I john 5:16). 

We can know we are saved because of our relationship to 
Christ. If we are "in Christ" (Rev. 14:13), his blood takes care 
of our sins. We may illustrate this by comparing our being in 
Christ to a baseball player being on the team. The player is 
always trying to do his best. He may make an out three out 
of four times he hits, make errors in the field, or errors in 
base running, give up homeruns as a pitcher-but he is still 
on the team. As long as he is doing his best, he stays on the 
team. But, if he quits trying, or deliberately makes outs and 
errors, he would be put off the team. As long as we are in 
Christ, and are striving to do right, God forgives our sins by 
the blood· of Christ, even though we may sin from time to 
time. · 

When we stop trying, stop wanting to do right, stop follow
ing the commands of Christ, then we have no assurance of 
salvation.· If we return to living the way we did before we 
became a Christian, we fall away from Christ. (Gal. 5:1-4; 
Heb. 6:4~6). 

We can know we are saved as Christians, not by our own 
worthiness, or because we manage to stay one step ahead of 
God; but because we are in Christ, and we are striving sin
cerely to the best of our ability to do the will of God. Our 
hope is in jesus Christ, and not in a system or in our own 
goodness. Putting our trust in him, and striving each day to 
do his will, we can know when he comes he will take us to be 
with him for all eternity. (II Timothy 1 :12). 

6636 Rockglen Avenue, San Diego, Ca. 92111. 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies (2) 

ELMER L'ROY 

THE BATTLE OF THE VERSIONS 
As stated in the ini tial essay of this series, my purpose is to 

tell the story of Bible translating and d istributing by churches 
of Christ in the decade of the 1970's through a survey of the 
articles and news stories that appeared in the Firm Foundation 
during this ten year period. 

The Old Testament in the New English Bible was published 
early in 1970. This new translation stirred much discussion, 
and evidently many people were uncomfortab le with it and 
felt threatened by the number of new English versions being 
urged on them. The question Why? was but natural. Dr. jack 
P. Lewis wrote a three part series on the question, "Why New 
Bibles?" which was published in the Firm Foundation in Octo
ber 1970. Obviously, the discussion of new Bibles was much 
wider than w hat is found in Firm Foundation. 

While the Lewis essays did not touch off the "battle of the 
versions," they seemed to be fresh st imu lation for vigorous 
discussion. The follow ing year, 1971, could be called the year 
of the battle of the versions. 

W. L. Fry wrote in response to the "Why New Bibles?" 
articles. He took the position that modern t ranslations w ill 
harm the church. (Feb ruary 16, 1971 , p. 1 03.) Dr. ). W. Roberts 
of Abi lene Christ ian University disagreed in an article pub
lished March 9 (p. 148). Dr. Lewis continued the discussion 
with two articles in April , Dr. Roberts w ith another on May 
18, and on May 25 Haro ld Littrell 's revi ew of some of Robert's 
writings was published. 

june 22, 1971 the Editor of the Firm Foundation, writing 
on the " Indestructibility of the Scriptures," said: 

The scholarsh ip of the wo rld has t rans lated the Scriptures 
from the original languages into many present day 
languages. This is the only way that people today can 
" hear in their own tongues the wonderfu l words of God." 
Translation has always had its problems and perhaps 
always w ill. Something is always lost in translation re
gard less of the "version." We regret to see the batt le 
of the versions and are convinced that more heat than 
ligh t is generated. 

Neither our salvation nor our spiritual sa fety depend upon 
a qu ibb le over a minor point of translati on. 

The discussion went on throughout th e year and through 
the February 15, 1972 issue. j ack P. Lewis wrote a three article 
series giving his evaluation of the "Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible After Twenty-Five Years" (January 25, February 
1 and 8, 1972). W. L. Fry's art icle on Isaiah 7:14, published 
February 15, was the last for a while. 

The modern versions under discussion were the Revised 
Standard Version, the New English Bible, and to a lesser de
gree the Today's English Version because only the New Testa
ment in the TEV had been published at the time. To their 
credit the authors kept their references to those who differed 
w ith them, as someone said, "properly indirect." 

While the main th rust of the articles written in the "battl e 
of the versoins" was not about translati ng by churches of 
Christ, the di scuss ions are valuab le in showing the problems 
inherent in translating the Bible, something of the translation 
process, the need for and justi f ication of new translations or 

revisions, and the interest of Christians that led to significant 
efforts in the seventies. A re-read ing of these essays should be 
beneficial. 

Issues 

At stake in the battl e of the versions were the twin issues 
of accu racy and communication. These two things are vital 
to every translation endeavor, and the discussion can give 
valuable insights. We give the following brief summary. 

W. L. Fry states quite we ll the case for accuracy in transla
tion. He contended that the modern versions, because he felt 
th ey are inaccurate, are a special danger to the church. He 
argued : 

Of all religious bodies on this earth the church of our 
Lord faces the greatest danger from inaccurate translations 
of the Bib le. W hy? Simply because we depend entirely 
upon the Bible for our teaching and practice. We have no 
compan ion authori ty in the form of a creed or " latter 
day revelation." The on ly safeguard we know to the puri ty 
of our teaching and practice is a "Thus saith the Lord." 
(Feb. 16, 1971, p. 1 03.) 

Fry held that the older versions are accurate but that the 
modern versions are not. He w rote, "We have looked in vain 
for substantiated claims of fa lse doctrine in either the KJV 
or ASV." 

). W. Roberts took issue w ith this assertion. He responded: 

The idea that the King James Version has no "doctrinal 
errors" in it would be humorous if it were not serious. 
Its doctrin al errors are many, and they rest on two main 
facts. 1. Its Greek text (from wh ich it was translated) was 
a corrupt text made by Erasmus in 1516 from a few late 
medieval manuscrip ts which suffered from centuries of 
scribal hand transcription .... 2. The King James scholars 
were straight-l aced Calvin ists, and it probably represents 
the most biased, " doctrinally" motivated translation ever 
made. (March 9, 1971, p. 148.) 

Th at doctrinal bias and translators' denominational inter
pretat ions are a real possibil ity in translations is attested by 
samples from an Indonesian Bible quoted in Johnny Stovall's 
article, "Satan .Instructs in Their Bible," (October 2, 1973, p. 
630) . 

Despite the emphasis placed on accuracy, it seems that the 
writers expressed more concern that the Bible communicate 
effectively than anything else. One wou ld err seriously, how
ever, if he concl uded from this that any writer does not give 
priority to accuracy. A clearly stated error will win more fol 
lowers than an obscure, poorly communicated truth, but truth 
cl early stated that communicates well has no rival powerful 
enough to overcome it. The writers uniformly wished for more 
accuracy in translation and pushed hard for better communica
tive qualities in content and style. 

At faul t in good communication were : 1. The inherent weak
nesses of all translations: something is always lost f rom one 
language to another. 2. The purity of the text from which 
the translation is made. 3. Problems with the original language. 
While great progress has been made in the advancement of 
knowledge of Biblical languages, no one claims that every
thing is known and understood. 4. Problems in the target 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Autonomous Unity" 
A strange title isn't it? Actually it is a 

contradiction of terms. According to the 
Readers Digest Great Encyclopedic Dic
tionary the meaning of autonomous is; 
Independent, self governing, not influ
enced by another organism. According to 
the same source, unity is; the state or 
fact of being one, the harmonious agree
ment of parts or elements into one united 
whole. One of these two terms is found 
in the scriptures and is in harmony with 
them but the other is not. 

For years we have heard individual 
Christians and men speaking for congre
gations telling us and the world that they 
and every · other congregation· of the 
Church of Christ are autonomous. It has 
been spoken so long that our own 
brethren as well as the secular world 
believes it. In the National Geographic 
Society publication "Great Religions of 
the World" we, the Church of Christ, are 
called "autonomous congregations." 

I believe we have been thinking of 
ourselves as individual churches (autono
mous) too long. The term autonomous 
should not be used to signify the Church 
of Christ. The lord Jesus died for all men 
and the whole church, not just one au
tonomous congregation. 

Christians are not members of an in
dividual congregation but of the world 
wide body of Christ, the church as a 
whole. This brings us to a related prob
lem. This business of placing member-

ERT A. NEINSTADT 

ship. It is a denominational practice not 
biblical. We are told in Acts 2:47 that 
God adds to the Church, not to an in
dividual congregation but to his world 
wide body of Christians. A Christian is 
just as much a part of the body whether 
he is in Singapore or Shreveport. How
ever, a Christian should attach himself to 
a congregation and indicate to its Elders 
that he is going to be worshipping and 
working with that group. 

This autonomous attitude we have 
adopted has also been manifest in our 
Elders. Elders are not on their own as 
some sort of all powerful government. 
First of all they are subject to Christ as 
Christians just as any other member of 
the lord's Body. Second, an Elder is lead 
by Christ who is head of. the Church. 
Matthew 23:1 0 says "Do not be called 
leaders for one is your leader, that is, 
Christ." The Elders are to be subjected to 
and lead by the teachings of Christ as 
written in the bible and any decisions 
they make must be in agreement with the 
overall teachings of the bible. 

The decisions of how to carry out the 
lord's work in a congreg_ation made by 
the Elders, apply only to that congrega
tion. However, when they make decisions 
they should also consider the effect they 
will have on our neighboring congrega
tions. Since we are part of the body of 
Christ everything we do affects the rest 
of the body. 

Your Kids, My Kids and Our Kids GLENN A. CLAGG 

What's happening to our children and 
grandchildren? Many parents today ex
press deep concern about the future of 
their children, after they leave home. 
When our children get married and 
graduate and leave home, many of them 
leave the Church, and as a result, sud
denly they are exposed to people and an 
environment hostile to Christ and their 
faith. They are being swallowed up by 
the immoral and ungodly anti-Christ in 
the world. 

Most of us will never know the kind 
of rebellion of our own children against 
us, as did King David find in the rebellion 
of his third and favorite son, Absalom. 
When the messenger brought word of 
Absalom's death to David, even though 
the son had been rebellious and had in
tended to usurp the king's throne, ·David's 
heart was broken. The Scripture says that 
he "was deeply moved, and went up to 
the chamber over the gate, and wept; 
and as he wept, he said, "0 my son, 
Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom! ! 
Would to God, that I had died instead of 
you. 0 Absalom, my son, my son." 

Whatever problems they face, what
ever mistakes they make, whatever suf
fering they may undergo, we share in the 
hurt because we love them, and do care. 
Many of the problems and difficulties in 
which our children find themselves are 
not of our making, we did not cause the 
problem, nor could we have prevented 
its results. There are other situations, 
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however-and these are the most painful 
of all-when we feel we do have certain 
responsibility for what has happened. If 
we had only taken more time with our 
children, if we had taught them more 
effectively, or if we had been better in
formed ourselves, or if we had lived 
better examples before them, the story 
might have been different. The parents 
do not get to see their children very 
often, and there are so few opportunities 
for the deep, searching kind of fruitful 
discussions which are necessary in the 
sharing of deep religious f~ith. 

Can we sit idly by and watcfi it hap
pen? Are we scripturally obligated to ac
cept their lukewarm and complacent 
attitude, and still leave all or any material 
possessions and inheritance to them as 
we depart this life? This great question 
faces thousands of parents this very hour. 
But wh~t does God say and require us 
to do about it? Will the inheritance they 
might receive, fall into the hands and 
control of religious or ungodly institu
tions, that we could have and should 
have prevented? Are we going to be held 
accountable for knowing this and yet not 
be guilty as an accomplice of their "evil 
deeds"? Are we really "bidding them 
godspeed" thus "becoming partakers of 
their evil deeds"? Many parents are fail
ing to come face to face with this im
portant question, by not setting the right 
example for their children to follow in 

(Continued on page 11) 

Congregations are not completely au
tonomous. Their members are parts of 
the body of Christ and subject to his 
teachings as given in the Holy scriptures. 
Any congregation which claims to be 
completely autonomous has separated it
self from the body. 

Jesus has commanded us to be a united 
body of Christians. In John 17:20-23 Jesus 
prayed for unity not autonomy. He 
prayed for a united world wide body of 
Christians not for a single little united 
congregation drifting along separate from 
the rest. 
High Country St. 2002 
Jackson, Wyoming 83001 

You Can't Sing a Prayer Here 
DON GARDNER 

The school song of Aldine High in 
Houston reads: 

"Dear God, please bless our school 
and all it stands for. Keep us free from 
sin, honest and true. Give us courage 
and faith to help make our school the 
victor. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
A Federal judge has forbidden this 

song. Also, the words of the school song, 
in three inch letters, at the entrance of 
the auditorium "have got to come 
down." 
The school attorney said: 

let us have a trial. Evidently he wished 
to know what twelve honest citizens 
would say. The judge refused and is
sued a memorandum of opinion in
stead. 

The judge said: 
"You're invoking the Divine Provi
dence to protect and guide to victory. 
You're involving Christian belief in the 
Aldine Independent School District." 

The AClU attorney said: 
"This kind of thing is pretty rare. You 
rarely see a school district persist with 
prayer in this day and age." 
You can pray and sing to God freely 

in a Christian school. No judge prohibits 
it. Students can pray 11keep us free from 
sin" and they can erect a sign with three 
inch letters affirming their faith in God. 
And there isn't anybody to oppose them. 

Indeed, the total atmosphere in a 
Christian school encourages every stu
dent to pray and to sing. 

Which kind. of school is best for your 
child or grandchild-a place where God 
is ordered off the campus or a school 
where the King is in residence? 

Christian parents from over the nation 
are realizing that the kind of school they 
attended does not exist anymore. They 
are starting Christian schools for they 
wish their children to sing and pray-at 
school as well as at home. 

If you are considering starting a ~hris
tian school, PARTNERS, a non-prof1t re
source center, can help you. Phone or 
write: 

Dr. Don Gardner, President 
PARNTERS for Christian Education, 

International 
14614 Falling Creek, Suite 112 

Houston, Texas 77068 
713-537-9290 
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The Importance of the Teacher OAVIO L. BAKER 

Several years ago, this ad appeared in 
a church bulletin: "WANTED: Teacher. 
Must have the wisdom of Solomon, the 
patience of Job, and the courage of 
David. Must also have Jonah's ability to 
bob up smiling, the faith of the early 
Christians on lion's Day at the Coloseum, 
and the confidence of Noah that the 
whole trip was worth the trouble." In 
one sense, this shows the joy of teach
ing. In another, it shows the great re
sponsibility the teacher bears. 

Those who teach have had the delight 
of seeing the straightforward way chil
dren explain the unexplainable. How 
does God create people? "He draws us 
first, then cuts us out." A fifth grader, in 
reply to what one must do before re
ceiving forgiveness of sins: "Sin." But 
these moments of humor fade when one 
experiences the joy of seeing one they 
taught obey the gospel. 

Amid the joy, there is a dark aspect. 
In 1957, "Time" ran a series on the Bible 
class entitled, "The Most Wasted Hour 
of the Week." During the '60s, the 
churches of America began to struggle 
toward a meaningful Bible class by stress
ing the application of biblical truths. In 
the '70s we began to see the fruit of this 
effort with increases in enrollment and 
church growth. What will be the epitaph 
of the '80s? In order to answer this posi
tively, we will need to consider the im
portance of the teacher. 

The best way to understand the teach
er's importance is in answering the who, 
what, and why of teaching. Who do we 
teach? The age group taught only deter
mines the method used. The younger the 
learner, the more important the method. 
All ages, however, have three things in 
common. First, they are individuals. The 
teacher will always seek the individual 
level, for only here will learning occur. 

Is It in the Heart? 
If there is a song in the heart, there 

will be a song on the lips. If there is no 
song on the lips, it may be there is no 
song in the heart. Some Christians are 
an everflowing fountain of praise. We 
know of congregations where brethren 
sing at fellowships, potlucks, on bus 
routes, before the assembly, after the as
sembly, in classes, in homes, when they 
are alone-wherever they go and while 
they go-they sing. We recall the sing
ing by students at our Christian colleges. 
Students would sing in class, between 
classes, in the mail line, lunch line, on 
outings and in the dorms. No one said, 
"Sing." Singing is often a spontaneous 
outpouring of praise from thankful hearts 
redeemed from sin and walking in the 
light and love of a Wonderful Savior. The 
song in the heart must find expression 
on the lips. When jesus entered jerusa
lem, the Pharisees censored our Lord be
cause Jesus allowed the multitude to 
praise him. Jesus replied, "If these 
should hold their peace the stones 
would immediately cry out" (Luke 19:40). 

Jesus used this principle when he taught 
the Rich Young Ruler and Peter (Matt. 
19:16-30). Second, they are searching for 
something. Learning requires a teacher 
plus a learner. Solomon admonished his 
son not to forget his teachings, and en
couraged him to let his heart keep the 
commandments (Prov. 2:1-5). Third, and 
most important, they have a soul! When 
the teacher realizes the preciousness of 
the soul, no effort will be wasted in prep
aration, prayer, and concern for the souls 
in their care. For this reason teachers will 
receive a heavier judgment (James 3:1). 

What do we teach? Paul gives warning 
that some teach wrongly for they do so 
"in accordance to their own desires" (2 
Tim. 4:3ff). Likewise, others were not to 
teach for they lacked the understanding 
to do so (1 Timothy 1 :3-7). What is to 
be taught was given at awful cost: the 
gospel. For this reason Paul soundly af
firms that the teacher should "not be 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes" (Rom. 1:16). Since what we 
teach was designed to save who we teach 
(1 Tim. 4:16) we need to be intimately 
familiar with the source of our teaching 
(2 Tim. 2:15). 

Finally, the importance of the teacher 
can be seen in why we teach. Teachers 
are a very special group of people. In
deed, God ranked them third (1 Cor. 
12:28), and James counseled, "Let not 
many of you be teachers" (3:1). This 
group, however, does not teach because 
they are special! They understand Jere
miah's warning to Baruch, "Are you seek
ing great things for yourself? Do not seek 
them" (45:5). Teachers do not subject 
themselves to heavier judgment out of 
personal glory, but for the glory of God 
and the opportunity to save souls (1 Cor. 

(Continued on page 12) 

TOM J. MARSHALL 

Likewise, some congregations have a 
lively, active program of evangelism in 
season and out of season. People are al
ways making opportunities to talk to 
others about Jesus. True, these congrega
tions do have soul-winning programs, but 
even in the slack seasons they continue 
to reap in the fields white unto harvest. 
In contrast other congregations have 
soul-winning programs but their reaping 
is seasonal and minimal. What often 
starts in a flurry of activity soon evapo
rates in the heat of the day. Laborers 
grow weary and turn their energies to
ward other activities and the grain rots 
in the field unharvested. What is the dif
ference between these two types of con
gregations? In the latter, soul-winning is 
only a program. It is doubtful if love for 
the lost was in the heart. 

just as with singing, if the song is not 
in the heart, it will not find expression 
on the lips. In my experience, Christians 
who do little singing likewise do little 
evangelizing. The absence of one is the 
reason for the absence of the other. Pro-

The New Has Come! 
STEPHEN TEEL. 

Believe it or not, reading the Bible on 
a devotional level is sometimes an oddity 
for the missionary. He is so often bur
dened with the needs of his fellowman 
or the life struggles of his new and grow
ing Christian brothers. The telephone and 
doorbell do not stop ringing. There is an 
endless string of appointments and Bible 
studies. The physical strains wear him 
down, while the constant emotional pres
sures of a foreign culture make him 
wonder if he will make it to furlough. 

Today I broke away from it all, and I 
am hiding in my office. As I read my 
Bible I am touched with the words, "the 
new has come!" A feeling of jubilation 
fills my being. I realize that I live by a 
new order of things. The old system that 
permeates this world and those aged 
ways of sin do not dominate my life. 
Why? ''The new has come!" 

This phrase appears in. a well-known 
verse from II Corinthians 5:17, "There
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come." Life is new, exciting and continu
ously presenting new horizons. Being in 
Christ offers a freshness, a new outlook 
unknown to the man of the world. Praise 
and honor belong to the One who has 
given us newness. 

Contemplation follows my moment of 
jubilation. The mass from which I have 
seemingly escaped today has little or no 
knowledge of "the new." That is a sad 
reality. As my eyes drop to the next verse 
I am confronted with Paul's challenge, 
"He has committed to us the message 
of· reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ's ambassadors." 

I must hideaway and I encourage all 
Christians to hideaway for a time each 
day. It is a time to charge our batteries 
and to refresh our thirst for righteous
ness. However, what we have seen in 
these verses, is what devotional reading 
should do to all of us. What I have gained 
must be shared. Simply, my spiritual 
meditation should ultimately force me 
out into the marketplace of humanity. 

Cantla 4395 (Carrero Central) 
1000 Buenos Aires, Argentina 

grams can be helpful and are desirable, 
but programs do not make room for 
jesus in the heart. First, let us learn to 
love what jesus loved, let us learn to do 
what he did (and do it for the same 
reason) and this will turn us in the proper 
direction to cultivate a soul-winning 
heart. Soul-winning programs will then 
become simply diannels whereby this 
love for the lost will find expression in 
reaching out to sinners. If that love does 
not first abide in the heart, it cannot find 
expression on the lips. Therefore soul
winning begins and ends with jesus who 
is in every relationship the First and Last. 

12251 Country Place Ct. 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
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''EVANGELISMAndTheFAMILY'' _, 

Eleventh Annual 
IBC Evangelism 

Workshop 

September 

23-25 
1982 

--Hear Over 40 Outstanding Speakers: 
Kent AJlen 
C. W. Bradley 
Gary Bradley 
Hugh Campbell 
Charles Coil 
Bill Cox 
Jerry Davidson 
Jimmy Dorris 
Bob Duncan 
Bill Flatt 
John Gipson 

Buck Hall Jim Massey 
Bob Hare Joyce Massey 
R.N. Hogan Jim Martin 
Elvis Huffard K. K. Mitchell 
Nelrna Ivey James Moffett 
Dennis Jones Basil Overton 
Gilbert Kretzer Ernest Petty 
Patsy Loden David Pharr 
Herschel McFarlen Winston Phifer 
J. A. McNutt Lamar Plunket 
Tom Marshall Neale Pryor 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY fOR MORE INfORMATION ON1 

Clifford Reel 
Billy Ringold 
John Simpson 
David Short 
Leon Smith 
Harold Taylor 
David Underwood 
Joe Van Dyke 
Vurel Vick 
David Wheeler 

complete program- free houtlng and camper 1pace- area mote l Information 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
1\ 

II 

P. 0. BOX IBC FLORENCE, ALABAMA 205-766-6610 

25TH ANNIVERSARY HOMECOMING 
AND 

GROUNDBREAKING FOR GROWTH 
Memorial Church of Christ 

900 Echo Lane 
Houston, Texas 77024 

The elders invite all former members and friends to 
reunite with us for a full day of Christian fellowship. 

August 29, 1982 
9:00 A.M. BIBLE CLASSES FOR ALL 

SPEAKER: H. A. (Busier ) Dobbs 
2:00P.M. COMMITMENT PRESENTATION 

SPEAKER: Homer Putnam R eeves 

10:00 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP 
SPEAKER: Kerry Knight 

12:00 LUNCH AT MEMORIAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 

All Are In vi±ed! 

3:00P.M. NORTHERN LIGHTS CHORUS 

3:30P.M. CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

4:15P.M. EVENING WORSHIP 
SPEAKER: Richard Jones 

Arrangements for lodging and other information 
Call 713/ 464-0271 -Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
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BIBLE TRANSLATING 
AND DISTRIBUTING 

BY CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
DECADE OF THE SEVENTIES (2) 

(Continued from page 7) 
language Archaisms, "Bible" English, 
translators' interpretations, denomina
tional bias and dogmatic traditionalism 
are all pointed to as hindrances to both 
accuracy and communication. 

Good communication seeks to make 
the same impression on the American 
reader of English, for example, that the 
original language made on its reader 
when it was first read. 
1401 Hillcrest Drive, Arlington, Texas 
76010 

YOUR KIDS, MY KIDS, AND OUR KIDS 
(Continued from page 8) 

later years, thus indirectly abetting and 
helping to further the cause of false doc
trine and Denominationalism. 

If your children are already involved in 

aiding and even contributing to any Re
ligious false Doctrine or apostate sect, 
you need to be concerned. Parents need 
to get their priorities straight, I don't be
lieve God expects us to leave our money 
(however little) to our children who are 
rebellious to the truth and God, it should 
be left to an institution of which God 
approves. But when dads and moms be
gin crying over what has happened to 
their kids, they could be reminded of the 
days when they chose camping instead 
of church, weekend trips, night recrea
tion instead of Sunday night inspiration. 
Parents, in order to be good stewards of 
the material wealth God has intrusted to 
us, make sure your judgment is right and 
just . . • because, the verdict is yours, 
but the final judgement is God's. 
Rt. #7, Meadow Ridge Est. 
Claremore, Oklahoma 

INOLUDID YOUR ZIP CODB 
Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Lakeview Christian HoiDe 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 
11 /n a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INPORMAnON CONTACf: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '150 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

em~s 
cbCIJlcbes 01= Cbrlfst: 

lr:lSCJACJrx:e QJWCJP 

• E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 

(For Mental & Nervous 
$1,000,000 

Disorders) ••••••••••••••••• $ 10,000 
• Annual Deductible Amount 

Per Individual •..••.•..•.••• $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .• $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) .•••. Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Prlvate 

• Major Medical Benefds 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered Individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible Is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other Illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found In the group book· 
lets. 
Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.f.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. n373 
1-713·376-8087 

"Serfllng the Neetl of Our Brelbr~n 
SJnte 197511 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TEACHER 
(Continued from page 9) 

10: 31, 33; 9:19). They teach for they 
must teach out of th eir love for souls. 

Teachers are vital in the church's 
evangelism program! Their tool is the 

Bible class and it should be used effec
tively to achieve certain goals. Next week 
we w ill examine these goa ls and how 
they reflect " The Importance of the Bible 
Class." 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 

Carl & Smitty 

P.O. Box 387, Bayfield, CO. 81122 

Go With Brecheen/Faulkner 

Holy Land, Summer '83 

Cc.uples, families, singles all ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi
lene, Texas 79699 

Paul & Gladys 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS I DO WE QUALIFY 7 f 

for 
I Please RUSH free information. 
... w e n eed funds to build I 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 
< 100% underwriting .. . ~ Nt=t m e 

... We buy the bonds) 
c: 
0 

WRITE ~ < Address 
ui 
:::i 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. C lry S1a1e Zip 

5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 lV 

Amarillo , Texas 79109·0648 ~ Individual's func llon In congrcga 11on 
(806) 352·5603 "0 

c: 
lV 

"Churc h financing 0. Name of congregallo n -
is our business" Q Ph. Nos. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

Available for Shipment-Now 

Firm Foundation 
Communion Cups 

at the Low Price of 

$1395 
per thousand 

Order a Year's Supply 

Hard, Clear Plastic- As Attractive as 
Glass - Real Time-Savers 

Inexpensive Enough to Throw-Away 
Instead of Washing 

Order By Phone 

National 1-800-531-5227 
Texas 1-800-252-9103 

Firm Foundation 
Publishing House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

It shall be the sole purpose of this 
paper to launch an intensive Bible 
study lor spiritual development. We, 
as the editorial staff, shall strive to 
challenge and improve the exegetical 
abilities of concerned people by 
presenting articles that cause us to 
think and sharpen our understand· 
ing of the challenge of 1he gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deily of Jesus Chrisl; lhe inspi· 
ration ol 1he Holy Scriptures; the 
absoluteness of I he saving power ol 
the gospel ol Chrisl. 

f6G e.:renefe ~ ... o n~ monthly P'P" d.,;gn•d to • dHy C/ · · teachers, preachers, elders, and all se rious 
Bible students. 
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BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White . Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., J erry Harvill, Preston Massey Frank Pack 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. ' ' 

r--------------------
I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
!-year subscription). 

I Name __________________________ __ 

I 
I Address -------------------------
1 
1 City, Stale, ZiP•--------------------

1 
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A CHURCH GROWS IN BOSTON 

Monday, May 31st was a very special 
day. Not on ly was it my 28th bi rthday, 
but it marked the end of the first three 
years of my ministry in this great metro
pol itan city of Boston. I remember qu ite 
vividly three years ago pulling into Bos
ton from Charleston, llrino is totally 
exhausted from the drive and yet 
anxious to meet "everyone' 'at a de
votional on Friday evening, june 1, 1979. 
We were able to fi t quite comfortably 
into the Gempel's l iv ing room ! The 
growth of this congregation in the "mis
sion field" of New England has truly 
been far more than any of us ever asked 
or imagined. The Sunday morn ing at
tendance has grown from 50 to 600. Our 
Bible Talks have expanded from 2 to 71. 
Our contribution has ri sen from $250 
per week to $6,500 per week. We began 
the campus work with no students on 
any of the campuses. We presently have 
members at 19 different campuses in the 
Boston area. Our leadership has grown 
spiritually and numerically: the number 
of men serving as elders has risen from 
2 to 3, the number of deacons from 2 to 
5, and the number of evangelists from 
1 to 5. The Elders have begun the Bos
ton School of World Missions. Through 
this school, we have targeted some 15 
major cities of the world in wh ich we 
will begin churches in the next four 
years with men trained here in Boston. 
The first two efforts, Chicago and Lon
don, w ill begin as targeted during this 
next month . Finally, in the past three 

years, 559 have been baptized-103 the 
first year, 200 the second year ,and 
265 this third year! 

Truly the Lord has poured out his 
blessings on the efforts of this congrega-

tion and I am confident that the fu ture 
years of our m in istry wi ll yield even a 
greater harvest and to God be the glory ! 
-Kip McKean, Box 144, Lexington, 
Mass. 02173 

OWASSO SI:HOOL OF BIBLII:AL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

*Bible Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experienced Qualified Faculty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition * Ideally located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Applications Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred literature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and is overseen by its elders. 
For More Information Write or Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School of Biblical Studies PHONE: 1·918-425-8869 Fall Semester Begins 
Box 6596 September 11, 1982 
Tulsa, OK 74156 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curr iculum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-391 1 

The People's New Testament 
W ith Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion to each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

........ New ,. __ .. __ 

-
.. ... ~ 

.. ,.,_, _ ... 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

Vol. 1- Gospels and Acts .. ............. ... .... $7.00 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation ... . ...... .. .... . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume .. ............ . ........ $11.50 

Order from : 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 6 10 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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Austin H. Emery, 2012 Western Av., 
Famington, N.M. 87401. June 29, 1982: 
I participated in the Campaign for Christ 
in May in Aurora, Co. where we wit
nessed 26 responses to Christ. June 24-
26 I directed the First Annual 4-Corners 
Adult Retreat with our guest resource 
speaker Kenneth Reed of Boulder, Co. 
In our local ministry with the Northside 
congregation here we have been blessed 
by immersing into Christ one more in
dividual in the first six months of 1982 
than we did in the twelve months of 
1981. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls In a one-year lnternshl~. 

~~a~~ ~~R~~~A~11\!J~:li~~~~TAcfR~~:nci 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324-8831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

EVANGELIST WANTED 
KALISPELL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

241 Stillwater Road 
Kalispell, MT 5990 I 

Send resun:~e, references and sermon fape. 

For further information call 
Ron Kelley 406-755-5765 

Hot Springs Third Annual Soul 
~ nning Workshol) 
~ rings Hational Park. Arkansas 

''The Restoration: A Movement 
and Our Moment•• 

SeDt. 30 • Oct. Z. 1 982 
SPECIAL -FEATURES 

Evening keynote addresses and daytime featured 
speakers. 

Special singing groups each evening. 
Selected exhibitors In display area. 
Outstanding housing ... beautiful and furnished 

condo's only $25 (2 & 3 bedrooms) Also, off
season motels. 

Beautiful Convention Center downtown. 
Autumn In Ouachita Mountains. 

YOUTH RALLY ALL DAY SATURDAY 

SPEAKERS 

Neale Pryor 
Flavel Yeakley 
Marvin Phillips 
David Caskey 
Jack Evans 
Don House 
Doyle Maynard 

Jule Miller 
Judy Miller 
Wlllodine Williams 
Nokomis Yeldell 
Jerome Williams 
Deanne Beauchamp 
Gary Beauchamp 

With Marvin Phillips, Neale Pryor and Jule Miller and special musical groups. 
For more information write: Church of Christ, 700 Richard Street, Hot Springs National 
Park, Ark. 71913. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Single $36.50 Family $103.25 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed espec:lally to accommodate congngations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt:lism-Missiona 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training" 
Leon!ird :M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church o! Christ 1605 S. Trlm
rnier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
834-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
. DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld CL 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
CHATHA.!I, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA. SCHOOL OF PRIDA.CBING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Plea•aDtOD. CaUfoi'DJa &4IS68 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1980 qr Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2588; 

____ ......,,.:P::::,a,;;:u~l~H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 22Cm E. Mora-aD Ave., 
U.S. 4GO Ea•t Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1'1· 
52'11. Dobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-401S6. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l."are staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
Cits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3567." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YU!tiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3il p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call {303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem· 
bers in a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
Christian wants work. Have machine shop experience. 
Also limited preaching experience. Want to preach · 
part-time. Excellent references. Write Box 423, Dickey
ville, WI 53808, or call (608) 348-7244. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411 . .;.... ---:--.....,.,..,----.,.,.....,
Wanted: Mature, full time preacher with evangelistic 
zeal for mostly U.S. Military congregation. Prefer (but 
not essential) bi-lingual man (Span.-Eng.) and retired 
military with no school age children. Will provide 
furnished 3 bedroom apartment with utilities allowance 
and salary. Send resume, two sermon tapes, family 
photo, and references to: Church of Christ; P.O. Box 
3003; Balboa, Rep. of Panama. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
MINISTER WANTED after June for congregation of 40 
members. Trying to raise adequate support. If in
terested, or can help financially, write: Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 372, Marquette, Ml 49855 or ph. 
906-249·3097. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
MINISTER WANTED to work with small congregation 
in college town in beautiful Black Hills. We need a 
man who can furnish part support or work-out full or 
part time. New 3 bedroom home furnished. Box 26 
Spearfish, SO 57783. ' 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Children's 
Ho.me Is accepting applications for houseparents and 
rel1ef·houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance va
cation and days off. For additional information' and 
application forms contact joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 
Preacher wanted: Full support, house.;:...;;.a;..n_d::--u-,t,.,.,il,.,...it..,...ie-s 
furnished. Send resume to Westhaven C. of C., 1515 
29th North, Texas City, TX 77590 or call 713/945-7117, 
945-5241 or 945-8137. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402-245·2251 or AC 402-
245-5857. 

YOUTH MINISTER/EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Wanted: Combination Youth Minister/Educational Di
rector to serve congregation of 500 members. Anltcipate 
filling this position in Summer months but no later 
than September. Moderate home furnished. Applicant 
must be experienced, mature1 and be able to provide 
good references. Please sena resume to South Main 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 213, Weatherford, TX 76086 

HOUSING FOR 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
Christian family has new modern design guest cottage
near main house-air condition, color TV, kitchenette, 
sleeps 6 or more-ideal for family or couples. Off 
1-40/75 in West Knox County-$100 per day-map to 
cottage, floor plan, ticket info, will be mailed with 
confirmation of reservation-reservations require 25% 
deposit. Telephone (615) 690-8406 or 966·1933. 
COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST TRS 80 
Bible lessons on cassette. Home, Sunday School, VBS. 
Send SASE for details. VEPCO, 200 Juniper Ave., 
Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our Lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive In serving Christ. Located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586-4557. 
Wanted, woman's counselor for campus ministry. Send 
photo and resume to: DeKalb C of C, Box 334, De
Kalb, ll. 60115. Position available jan. 1, 1983. 
For Sale-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all in 
very good condition. $100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836·8044. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523·0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
~;~tf6. John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 

APPLICATIONS INVITED 
General ministry: preaching, teaching, developmental 
leadership. Small congregation with God/Christ-cen
tered, grace-oriented, approach to Christianity. Pleasant 
living conditions; small college town near large cities. 
For more information write, call, or send resume to 
Church of Christ, 1202 West Church Street, Hammond, 
LA 70401 (Ph. 504-345·3236). 
Young Wisconsin congregation is looking for a mission
minded overseer church to help in the partial support 
of its vocational missionary going full time. This work 
is backed by two other vocational missionary families 
and is evangelistic, well organized and is helping to 
establish other congregations in our unevangelized state. 
lhis is the only church of Christ in our eight county 
area. Please phone Roger, 1·608·685·4997, or Jr., 1-715-
673,4774. . 
High Plains Children's Home is desiring to employ 

ro;h:~~~d c~~~le,n:~~ct':~nt~hwd:::e,~h~ l~!~idc:~~ra, 
setting. Experience ~elpful, but not essential. Com
petitive salary plus insurance and room and board 
provided. Contact Jim Key at 806-355·6588 or write 
High Plains Children's Home, P.O. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texas 79109. 
Ml NJSTER .;,;S~E=-=EK""I..,...N""G~M.,..,I-=-ss=-=1-=o~~N-:-.,-,W~O=RK:-:--::i-n . ..,U,...,.n..,i,.,...te-d,.......-:-S.,..-ta.,...te-s. 
Willing to work with sponsorln~ church for one to two 
years and then be sent to m1ssion area to establish 
congregation. Call 303/449·6184. 

Minister Wanted: Mature Experienced man wanted for 
a small (125) congregation In northwest Arkansas, 
House and Salary. Contact: Elders, Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 581, Pans, AR 72855. 
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2ND OLE' MISSION WORKSHOP 

The 2nd Ole' Mission Workshop will 
be September 23-26 at the Eldridge Road 
Church of Christ, Sugar Land, Texas. 

This is a general missions workshop 
with special emphasis given to the Span
ish work. 

Special speakers will include Howard 
Norton, Bob Brown, Wyatt Sawyer, Carl 
Mitchell, Abel Ortiz, Bob Hare, John 
Whitley, Keith Honey, Samuel Ma, AI 
Henderson, Keith Honey, Carl Harris, 
Marvin Steffins, and Tex Williams. 

ebroll •v lept. 7 
1111t~tc oil c:dC 

HUGH SHIRA • P.c.ll cc:to~t 

/outftern California /cftool 
of 

J;\Ytnffi[E@fifi~rm 
WORLD'S FAIR 

See the Churches of Christ pavilion 
Use this coupon for 

1h price. Second night at the 

All new MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 3 7921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588-1982 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787(;1 
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Multiplying 
Disciples 
• 1n a 
Lost World 

North Texas 
Evangelism Seminar 

Theme Assemblies: 

August 19·21, 1982 
Grand Prairie, Texas 

Created to Reproduce .......................... Richard Rogers 

Biblical Multiplication and 

Sunset School of Preaching 
Lubbock, Texas 

Blessed Are The Peace Makers .................. Kenneth Reed 
Minister, Boulder, Colorado 

Reaching the Lost in the World .................. Holland Boring, Jr. 
Minister, Grand Prairie, Texas 

Marks of the Disciple and Go Make Disciples ..... jerry jones 
Chairman, Bible Department 
Harding University, 
Searcy, Arkansas 

Entrust to Faithful Men ........................ Tom Brown 
Campus Minister 
Boulder, Colorado 

Classes: 
Discipllng in Our Jails and Prisons 
The Key to Permanent Conversions 
The Small Discipling Group 
Discipling Your Singles 
Discipling Other Women 
Discipling Your Children 
Discipling the Deaf 
One-on·One Discipling 
Leadership: Who Will Be Responsible? 
Evangelizing Teens 
Growing in Grace 
Prayer and Meditation in Making 

Disciples 
Follow-up With the New Disciple 
Older Women Teaching the Younger 

Women 
Discipling Through the Bible School 
How a Local Chruch Grew to Over 

200,000 Members 
Discipling in Foreign Fields 

Sponsored and directed by the Turnpike church of Christ, 1102 N.W. 7th, Grand Prairie, Texas 75050 (214) 264-2374 
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BURTON COFFMAN was honored by Abilene Christian Uni
versity, his Alma Mater, with an Honorary Doctor of laws 
degree at the University's Summer Graduation exercises for 
his outstanding work on the New Testament Com mentary set 
published by the Firm Foundation. Coffman is the only man 
m Restoration connection to have completed such a massive 
set of commentaries. His comme ntaries are receiving wide 
acclaim for providing help at the very points where the aver
age student needs help, and up until now has not been able 
to get it. Coffman preaches for the Garden Oaks church in 
Houston. 

Austin, Texas, Aug.ust 24, 1982 
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Summer Festival 

We have just concluded a most enjoyable week with 
the church in Las Vegas, Nevada. Inasmuch as this 
11happening" was much more than simply a "gospel 
meeting" we would pass the idea on as worthy of con
sideration by any and all congregations. 

The week was designated as 11SUMMER FESTIVAL" 
week at the Oakey Boulevard church. The idea came 
from some of the men in the congregation, and after 
working through the 11We can't ever do it" stage, they 
really put on a week crammed full of faith building ac
tivities. 

The event ran frem Sunday through Friday night, with 
the usual preaching service at 7:30 each evening. But 
that was only a small part of the festival. For months the 
congregation was urged to sidetrack everything else for 
that week and give itself to fellowship and Bible study. 
The task fell to Shelby Weatherford, a deacon, to coordi
nate all the activities and he did a masterful job. Danny 
Dixon, youth minister, attended to the details of putting 
the program together. 

On Wednesday morning from 6 to 9 a come-and-go 
breakfast was served at the church building and all were 
urged to come by. Most did. On Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. picnics and outings for youth groups were 
planned. Otherwise the mornings were free. 

On Sunday activities began at 9 a.m. with special 
Bible classes, followed by the worship services, and 
11dinner on the ground." At 1 p.m. the first session of a 
Bible Bowl playoff that continued each evening through 
the week was held. At 2 p.m. a two hour old fashioned 
singing with plenty of special singing groups began. 
Following the worship service at 6 p.m. a special youth 
program began at 7:30 p.m. Mike Taliaferro was im
ported from Raleigh, North Carolina for that event and 
did a marvelous job. 

On Monday at 5:30 and continuing each day through 
the week, church members and friends ate together at 
the church building. At 6:40 special singing groups sang 
for ten minutes, followed by 10 minutes of well pre
pared scripture readings and prayers. This was followed 
by a 10 minute puppet presentation each day. Then 
came the regular preaching service. That was followed 
each evening -by an hour long, well prepared, program 
for young people. Randy Gill from Michigan Christian 
College was brought in for a special presentatidn on 
acceptable entertainment. 

In the afternoons numerous house parties for the 
young people were held in the homes of parents. 
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All in all, the members of the church were kept busy 
from early morning until late at night, and they loved it. 
During the preaching hour each evening a Vacation 
Bible school was in progress for the children. 

One grand thing about the whole week was the fact 
that those who planned it all, involved every member 
of the congregation in the activities. A mountain of work 
went into planning and expediting the program. Elders' 
wives and preachers' wives didn't have to prepare food 
for the evening fellowships; that was done by a host of 
members, many of whom are irregular in attendance 
and marginal in their commitment. We dare say there 
wasn't a family in the congregation that didn't grow a 
foot, spiritually, during the week. 

Doubters became believers, and shirkers became par
ticipants. The preacher, Hoyt Beasley conducted the 
Bible Bowl in a masterful way, involving some sixteen 
teams of four people each (some from other congrega
tions, but mostly from Oakey Boulevard) in study of the 
book of. Acts that left the rest of us gasping at the 
amount of detail there is in the book. 

As the week progressed we kept wondering why every 
church in America could not plan a "Summer Festival" 
and give itself to a week of renewal. We take off for a 
county fair or a summer vacation. Why not plan well in 
advance and take off· a week in the summer for congre
gational renewal? This event in Las Vegas had a tre
mendous effect upon the congregation. With no at
tendance drive, but with simply the emphasis given to 
the week's activities, the Sunday morning attendance 
broke all records with something over 500 in attendance. 
The people got excited. They all contributed to the ef
fort. They encouraged one another. 

The Oakey Boulevard church is an unusual church. It 
is the largest in the state of Nevada, and the only con
gregation in the state with elders. There is unusual 
leadership in its three elders and in the rest of the 
congregation as well. The church is supporting a mas
sive evangelistic outreaching, providing support for 
several weak congregations in the state. A unique and 
very effective child care program is being carried on by 
a number of families, and supported in several ways by 
the church. This good church is setting an example for 
the rest of us, and in this 11Summer Festival" they are 
showing us a better way. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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!Personal Christian Wholeness 
JIM SIMS 

Many Christians lead unbalanced lives because they are 
miserable with their Christianity. They feel a great burden of 
guilt upon their shoulders. Some even go to the extreme of 
having a sadistic need to feel guilt. They know that the 
prophets, and even jesus himself, heaped words of scorn 
upon the unrighteous. So they feel that they haven't really 
been to church unless the preacher stomps on their toes and 
scorches them with the fires of hell. They equate feelings of 
guilt with feelings of religion and piety. 

Another type of Christian is inflicted with a simpleminded 
type of enthusiasm. Whereas optimism itself is a virtue which 
is sorely needed these days, there is a naive imbalanced op
timism which requires its victims to add "Praise the Lord," 
"Hallelujah," or "Thank you, jesus," to approximately every 
other sentence. While these phrases are, in themselves, good, 
they can easily be used in meaningless repetition. 

Imbalance is also seen whenever Christians exaggerate 
either the love of God or the judgment of God to the virtual 
exclusion of the other. Whether we like it or not, both are 
Biblical concepts. By emphasizing either one, to the neglect 
of the other, we view God either as a senile old grandfather 
in the sky or as a malicious demon who would surely be 
happier in hell. 

Imbalance is also seen in our Christianity when we take 
lesser matters and treat them as if they are of major im
portance to the faith. When we major in minors; when we 
make mountains out of molehills; we distort the essence of 
the Christian message. As a people, we of the Restoration 
Movement have a historic tendency to take marginal or 
peripheral issues and dispute them and divide over them as 
if they were at the heart of the Christian faith. 

Perhaps we have promoted this kind of imbalance because 
we have been a reactionary fellowship. By "reactionary" I 
mean that we spend more time reacting to what others do 
and say than we spend in constructive purposes. We have 
created whole congregations who know only what they are 
against, not what they are for. 

We need wholeness and balance in our Christian lives. 
How can we do it? I am suggesting that there are three basic 
and essential elements that go into making Christian whole
ness. These three aspects of the Christian life may be com
pared to a three-legged stool. If any one of the three legs is 
missing or is left too short, then the stool is useless. These 
three vital elements are the inner life of devotion, the outer 
life of service, and the life of intellectual integrity. 

Jesus developed an inner life of devotion by utilizing pri
vate and public worship. The gospel of Luke tells us that 
Jesus did two things as a matter of custom or habit. Luke tells 
us that jesus went" .... as was his custom, to the Mount of 
Olives." That was his place of quiet prayer and meditation. 
Luke mentions that is was Jesus' custom, on the Sabbath, to 
go to the synagogue. That was where he joined his fellow 
Israelites in corporate, or group worship. 

Balanced Christians will need to use both public and pri-

vate forms of worship to develop the inner life of devotion •. -
Private prayer and meditation produces its own unique re
ward. But it is in the corporate worship that we " .... stir 
up one another to love and good works." When we develop 
the inner life of devotion and worship we begin to feel a 
sense of the presence of God, and we honor the Lordship 
of Christ. 

But we cannot be satisfied with our own peace of mind 
and our own sense of the presence of God. We must also 
develop the outer life of service. jesus taught his disciples to 
pray, but he also taught them that it was their duty to lift 
the burdens of others. jesus said it well by picturing a judg
ment scene where those who had been servants in this life 
were rewarded while those who had neglected others were 
punished. 

We have failed to fully develop the outer life of service for 
several reasons. One is that we just haven't wanted to get our 
hands dirty. Another is that we have overreacted against the 
social gospel which seemed to equate salvation with econom
ic prosperity. But if we merely react we fail. We must also act 
as Jesus would have us act; and that includes a life of service. 

Devotion and service ultimately depend upon intellectual 
integrity. It is impossible for us to avoid intellectual chal
lenges to our faith. Many religions which at one time domi
nated a particular culture have died. Not the only reason, but 
certainly one of the reasons why they died was a time came 
when the people could no longer believe in that religion 
with the consent of the mind. 

One need not be an intellectual giant to be a Christian. 
But one cannot long adhere to a faith if he conceives of it as 
requiring him to believe things which he knows really aren't 
true. Believing in God is not like believing that "the South 
will rise again." Jesus taught that love of God involves the 
heart, the soul, and the mind. If the whole person, including 
the thinking and reflecting capacities, is not fully persuaded of 
the truth of Christianity, then the life of devotion and service 
cannot be sustained. 

Two avenues of Christian expression involve the life of the 
mind. These avenues are doctrine and apologetics. The for
mer refers to how Christianity is understood and the latter 
to how it is defended. We cannot effectively represent Christ 
to the world without understanding him and his will for us. 
If we do not effectively answer the critics of Christianity, it 
will be thought that we give no answers to challenges be
cause there are none. 

It has been pointed out to us that Churches of Christ, on 
the whole, have stopped growing and are in decline. I would 
contend that this "Depression" is the result of the unbal-

. anced Christianity which has cursed our congregations. We 
must put all the pieces back in place and honor God with. a 
vibrant faith which is sound in worship, in service, and m 
intellect. 

146 Winter, Battle Creek, Michigan 49015 
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The Biblical Pattern-
Involvement of the Whole Church DANIEL C. HARDIN 

Formal education, complex technolo
gy, massiv.e urban centers, the popula
tion explosion, dwindling supplies of 
natural resources, and a host of related 
factors contribute to the development of 
specialization and professionalism in 
every aspect of 20th century life. Where
as in frontier America a medical doctor 
spent nine months completing his 
course of study, today's specialist is more 
likely to spend over nine yea.rs; and 
when his preparation period is com
plete, he, and only he, is licensed to 
practice his specialty. 

Professionals with appropriate cre
dentials not only minister to physical ill
nesses but also psychoanalyze, counsel, 
audit, teach, litigate, license, build, wire, 
judge, arbitrate, and in a thousand ways 
exercise their expertise fer a fee. It is 
not surprising, then, that in the church 
of our Lord the tendency is toward in
~reased specialization and professional
ISm. 

For a fee, the Christian can hire spe
cialists to preach, visit, administrate, 
build, orgamze, and minister in numer
ous ways, i.e. provide nurseries for the 
children, bus minorities, guide youth, 
serve singles, counsel the disturbed, de
sign strategy for foreign missions, and 
maintain the church facilities. 

The terms "laiety" and "clergy" be
come descriptive of a natural division in 
the church whether or not they are 
actually used. 

Sadly, this tendency toward profes
sionalism comes at a time when many 
religious leaders are c~lling for a re
treat from clericalism and a return to 
the Biblical pattern of "lay" involvement. 
To forsake a Biblical pattern is ques
tionable under circumstances, but to do 
so in the face of growing dissatisfaction 
with non-Biblical patterns is totally ir
responsible. 

Gerald Bates, who works under the 
Free Methodist General Missionary 
Board, emphasizes that the 11Churches at 
Jerusalem and Antioch demonstrated 
that the church, as a whole or as a local 
body, has a great responsibility in find
ing out the will of God. . . ." Roland 
Allen, an Anglican, writing of the early 
church, stated that, "There was abun
dant room in it for the expression of the 
spontaneous individual activity of its 
members; ... " Robert Keyes of the Af
frican Evangelical Fellowship discusses 
many things that laymen can do and 
asserts that, "leadership skills are lag
ging behind church growth because of 
(1) An over-reliance on professional 
clergy; (2) An over-rei iance on residen
tial seminaries. : .. " 

These are but a few of the voices 
bein~ raised which question the value of 
a professionally dominated church. They 
and others are turning to the New 
Testament for a more satisfactory model. 
Thus there is a golden opportunity for 
the church, patterned after the New 
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Testament example, to lead the way by 
demonstrating the effectiveness of the 
Biblical way. 

Paul wrote to the Ephesians and re
"'!inded them of God's plan for building 
h1s church. God ordained apostles 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach~ 
ers. These offices or functions were not 
designed to serve the saints nor to do 
the saints' work for them; rather they 
were to equip the saints so th~t the 
saints could serve and thus build up the 
body of Christ, the church. 

The participation of the church in the 
activities of the first 50 years of New 
Testament history is paramount. Even 
the _apostles, who had authority, set an 
example of functioning within the con
text of the local church. Consider the 
apostles in jerusalem who neither ne
glected their teaching to wait on tables 
nor appointed servants to do that work. 
Rather, they turned the selection over 
to the whole congregation. 

Following the persecution of Steven 
S<?me saints returning to Cyptus with 
fnends from Cyrene converted Gentiles 
in Antoioc. When the church at jerusa
lem heard this news they sent Barnabas 
to Antioch. No mention is made of the 
apostles although they were still in 
Jerusalem. Obviously the church in 
Jerusalem had risen to prominence and 
as a body guided by elders, made th~ 
decision to send Barnabas. 

Barnabas brought Saul from Tarsus 
to Antioc in A.D. 43, about 10 years 
after. the birth of the church in jerusa
l~m. They ministered to the congrega
tion there until the Holy Spirit instructed 
l"'rnohetc; anrl tP==-.chP.rs in Antioch to set 
them apart for the first mission journey. 
Saul, though told many years earlier that 
he was to be a minister to the Gentiles, 
did. not !nitiate his first jo.urney but re
mamed m Tarsus and Ant1och until the 
church sent him; and upon his return 
two years later, he reported to the 
gathe~ed church, staying with them for a 
longt1me. 

When the men from judea tried to 
force circumcision on the Gentiles, Paul 
argued with them; but his opinion was 
neither satisfactory to them or the 
church because the church sent him to 
Jerusalem where the apostles, elders, and 
the whole church discussed the prob
lem. Here again, the apostles did not 
merely speak with authority and settle 
the matter, Spirit-guided as they were. 

·James, an elder of the church, expressed 
his judgment which met with the ap
proval of the other apostles, elders, and 
the whole church. The apostles and 
elders composed a letter and sent it to 
the brethern in Antioch, which letter 
Paul faithfully delivered to the gathered 
congregation in Antioch. 

Although Paul decided to return on 
the second journey, the church again 
was involved because Paul and Silas 
were committed by the brethren to the 

grace of the Lord. Paul again reported 
back to Antioch in A.D. 53, some 20 
years after the events in Acts 2. On his 
third journey, Paul wrote II Corinthians 
and mentioned a brother who had been 
appointed by the churches to travel with 
him. Paul had perhaps doubted this 
brother's sincerity or ability because he 
repeatedly tested him and was pleased 
to find him diligent. Paul goes on to say 
that those traveling with him were 
messengers of the churches. 

Paul did not act on his own until in 
prison. His prison epistles reveal his use 
of authority outside the context of the 
church in Antioch or Jerusalem. Prior to 
that time Paul, like the other apostles, 
worked within the framework of the 
local church. Notice how he wrote to 
the church in Corinth. In II Cor. 12:14-
19, he expresses his concern for them 
and his willingness to be expended for 
their sake. He reminds them that he had 
never taken advantage of them but al
ways conducted himself in a manner that 
would upbuild them. 

In Chapter thirteen he tells them to 
test themselves and arrive at the truth 
themselves so that when he sees them 
he will not be constrained to exercise 
the authority given to him by the Lord. 
Even this threat of the possible exercise 
of authority is softened with the remark 
that the authority was given for build
ing up and not for tearing down. 

Ne1ther Paul nor the twelve ran the 
churches as a college of apostles nor 
dominated congregations as individuals. 
Their task was to teach and guide to the 
end that the church would be built up 
with all individual parts working to
gether in love. 

The emphasis on the whole church is 
especially significant in light of two fac
tors; (1) the apostles could have domi
nated the decision-making process; and 
(2) the church was still in its infancy. To 
grow into spiritual maturity, the body 
had to function as a body w1th each part 
being exercised to its fullest. The or
dained and appointed leadership had 
the responsibility of equipping the 
members for this growth. Their method 
seems to have been "guided discovery." 
They allowed the members to grow 
through doing. 

The New Testament pattern of equip
ping the saints should guide all present
day specialized church workers. Their 
job is not to do the work for the church 
but to facilitate the participation of the 
saints in the daily Christian walk. Chris
tianity is not a spectator sport but de
mands participation by each member of 
the body. James reminds the saints that 
"pure and undefiled religion in the 
sight of God and Father" involves doing 
for others and discipling self. Religion 
then is something we do, not something 
we have. 

Notice how the apostles exercised 
their leadership. They sacrificed and set 
examples; humbled themselves and 
served; guided rather than pushed; sub
mitted to the church. and worked for 
them; and pleaded more often than they 
demanded. Thus the response they re-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Those of Us Who Are Left 
RUSSEL N. SQUIRE 

The mystery of the passing of a beloved fellow being from 
the "everyday" life here on earth is great beyond under
standing. But even though it desolates us with painful loneli
ness it should not grieve us. Nor should we feel fright at 
knowing none of us will escape being touched by this 
mystery. Nor should we feel anger as some such as Huxley, 
and others, have expressed. 

let us take a moment to find comfort from what we do 
know about the reasons for the mystery which many call 
"death"-while others recognize it as an entry into a new 
life. The mystery of these separations is part of our earthly 
heritage. We should not let it hurt us, or confuse us, or even 
touch our hearts too deeply. 

The Book tells us that in the beginning there was God
and that all was very good! All God's earthly creation was 
very good. Adam ("first man") was made in God's image and 
was good. Being in God's image, first man could be re
creative, could think for himself, could choose for himself. 
When "first man" and Eve e'the mother of all living") instead 
of choosing to accord themselves with words that God had 
spoken, chose to be perverse-then, no longer was every
thing very good. 

How could this be? 
Think about Satan, written of in the New testament as not 

only an adversary but as an evil being. He was a being from 
an earlier time. (Is. 14:12; Jude 6). He had once lived in the 
heavenly places, had been in the company of God's angels. 
He had been with God! But Satan had chosen to be am
bitious, to be anti-God, to be perverse. Thus it is in Satan that 
the beginning of evil is seen. He is known by Godly people as 
the 11evil one." He is the creator of sin and death! Uohn 
8:44; Heb. 2:14). The spirit of Satan, long banished from 
God's presence roams to and fro on earth, seeking whom 
he can devour through the working of his evil. And so, 
"first man," and 11first woman" chose to let themselves listen 
to Satan, the serpent, the evil one, when he asked, 11Did 
God tell you that you would surely die, if you ate of the 
fruit of any trees in the garden? ... Go ahead and eat!-You 
won't die-1 promise you!" 

And mankind has been dying ever since! 
All because, exercising the power to make choices, Adam 

and Eve chose to listen to Satan who already had chosen to 
war against God. Thus was evil introduced into the total good
ness of the earthly creation and of God's people on earth! 

God repented that he had made man (Gen. 6:6)-but then 
God's love prevailed. And God promised (as is reported over 
and over again in the 110ld Testament") to send a Saviour. 

Man still dies in this earthly course, but Jesus, God's Saviour, 
born in the lineage of David, son of Joseph's cousin, Mary, 
sent by God for that very purpose( has died in order that 
mankind after its sojourn on earth may again be in God's 
presence in a life eternal. So all men have been saved from 
the necessity of undergoing the penalty of humanity's per
versity. Those who know about God's goodness and love, and 
about Jesus, his son, are thrilled to share this joy with all 
mankind so that earthly death need no longer be feared by 
men. But of course not all the world knows about this relief 
from death-and not all believe God will judge (we must not 
put ourselves in the place of judging) who will be with him in 
the time of Heavenly Eternity. How happy we should be to 
know that Evil will be overcome; to learn God's and his Son's 
love for us-how happy to learn more of what Jesus has 
shown us we can bel How happy the whole world would be, 
if it could learn that the Monster, Earthly Death, need not 
frighten us. We can hasten the day toward goodness by learn
ing from Jesus the ways of strengthening men's love for their 
fellow men-thus fulfilling jesus' teachings and his com
mands. 

Death! Where is ·thy sting! 
11let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe 
also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling 
places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go 
to prepare a place for you, And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also." Uohn 
14:1-3 NAS) 

We have words from Jesus, 11Biessed are they who mourn 
for they shall be comforted." "How can this be?" we ask. 
Could it be that when one whom we lovingly hold in tender 
regard leaves us, we. then learn-from straining so hard to 
keep our hearts untroubled-just what the blessedness ls of 
which Jesus spoke? Yes, in that last earthly act, a loved one's 
passing can fortify those of us who are left. 

Thus we understand the poet who declared, "How 
wretched is the man who never mourned!" Or again, "He that 
lacks time to mourn, lacks time to mend." 

So let us take comfort! let us resolve to nurture ourselves 
with the memory of the good things that our loved ones 
have left us.-Let us be better than ever before! Let us not 
succumb to the blandishments of the Devil who asks, "How 
can you believe in a God who has created so much EVIL! 

P. 0. Box 3114, Westlake Vlg., Ca. 91359 
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One great difficulty I have is answer
ing some of the "religious" questions 
that always come up when talking to 
others who have had a religious experi
ence, an "encounter with Christ. They 
want to know, "Are you a born-again 
Christian?" "Are you saved?" "Do you 
have .the Spirit?" 11Do you know the 
Lord?" There is not much problem as 
long as I have the time to sit down and 
study with the individual. But, usually 
the question is asked in passing without 
the opportunity to explain. To try and 
~nswer the question briefly in a way that 
1s understood and without leaving the 
wrong impression is difficult. In many 
cases, they are not interested in your 
answer but asked the question seeking 
an opportunity to tell their own ·story. 

As much as I hate such questions, I 
think there is some merit to some of the 
questions. I was particularly struck with 
the question, "Do you know the Lord?" 
If one is able to divorce himself from the 
context in which it is asked, and take 
a look at the question from a biblical 
viewf?oint, it becomes a very good and a 
very 1mportant question. It is a question 
all of us as Christians should be able to 
answer. 

We Must Know The Lord 
The prophet Hosea emphasized so 

well the importance of knowing the 
Lord: 

Hosea 4:6-My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge ... 

Hosea 4:1-There is no faithfulness 
or kindness, and no 
knowledge of God in the 
land. 

Hosea 5:4-... and they know not 
the Lord. 

Hosea 6:6-For I desire steadfast 
love and not sacrifice, 
the knowledge of God, 
rather than burnt offer
ings .. 

Hosea 6:3-Let us know, let us press 
on to know the Lord. 

Several passages in the New Testa
ment also emphasize the importance of 
knowing God and knowing Christ. One 
of the most powerful is 1 Corinthians 
15:34. Paul writes one of the saddest 
verses in the New Testament: 11Come to 
your right mind, and sin no more. For 
so!lle have no knowledge of God. I say 
th1s to your shame." If Paul were writ
ing to the unsaved there would be no 
sadness in the verse. But, he is writing 
to Christians at Corinth and he says of 
them. 11Some have no knowledge of 
God." As we gather together on Sunday 
morning are we gathering with those 
who have no knowledge of God? What 
does it mean to know the Lord? How 
can we increase our knowledge of God? 
How would we answer the question, 
11Do you know the Lord?" 

Reverence 
First, knowing the Lord means coming 

to revere or to fear him. Solomon wrote 
in Proverbs 1:7, 11The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge." If we are 
to come to know God we must come to 
fear him. That fear is the "beginning" of 
our knowledge. It is the place where 
we all need to begin. 
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Do You Know 
Jesus? 

CHARLES S. YOUNG 

The concept of fearing God is used by 
Solomon to mean revere or respect God. 
He is not teaching that knowledge be
gins when we sit trembling of the very 
thought of God. But knowledge begins 
when we begin to see God in his right 
and proper place. I need to teach my 
children to fear fire. I need to teach 
them ·to fear it in the sense they do not 
play with it, but see it and use it as it 
should be used. As long as it is used 
properly there js no need to· be fright
ened of it. But, if they do not respect its 
power and potential danger, then it 
means they do not really know what it is. 
It is interesting to read the book of 
Exodus. As God was leading the people 
out of Egypt he had to teach them to 
"know" him. The people did not really 
know the Lord at this time. God taught 
them to know him through the many 
powerful signs he did. Through these 
signs he also taught them to fear him, 
to respect him. Next time you read the 
book notice how many times God told 
the people before he did some great 
sign exactly what he was going to do 
and said, "I am doing this 'that you 
shall know that I am the Lord your 
God.'" He was teaching the people 
reverence and respect-the beginnmg 
of their knowledge of God. 

Obeying Him 
Second, knowing God means obeying 

his commandments. In John 14:15 jesus 
teaches, "If you love me, keep my com
mandments." Jesus teaches that the true 
test of whether or not we are his dis
ciple is not in what we say, but in what 
we do. We prove our love by our obedi
ence to him. The same thing might be 
said of knowing Jesus and knowing God. 
One cannot proclaim, "I know the 
Lord!" and not obey the things the Lord 
has commanded. 

John makes this ever so dear in one 
of the most beautiful passages that 
teach us what it means to "know the 
Lord." In 1 John 2:3-4 he writes, "And 
by this we may be sure that we know 
h1m, if we keep his commandments. He 
who says 'I know him.' but disobeys his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him." It is easy to proclaim with 
words, "I know the Lord!" It is easy to 
answer quickly the question put before 
us, "Do you know the Lord?" But, the 
true test of our knowledge is not in what 
we say, but in what we do. I am glad that 
! have difficulty answering that question 
m words, because the best answer is not 
an answer of words but an answer of a 
life lived in obedience to the Lord. 

It is easy to profess to know the Lord, 
it is a challenge to prove your knowl
edge by the life you live. Even in New 
Testament times it was easy to "profess" 

a knowledge of God. Paul wrote of Titus, 
1 :16, "They profess to know God, but 
they deny him by their deeds; they are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any 
good deed." 

Relationship 
Finally, knowing the Lord means com

ing to a close, personal relationship with 
him. Several times in the New Testa
ment one runs across the phrase "the 
knowledge of God," or something simi
lar to it. In many cases it is referring to 
a relationship, rather than an intellectual 
knowledge of God. Perhaps one good 
place to see this is in Colossians 1:9-10: 

And so, from the day we heard of it, 
we. have not ceased to pray for you, 
askmg that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, to lead a 
life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to him, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge 
of. God. 

Notice in verse 9 Paul prays that they 
may increase in the 11 knowledge of his 
will"; then, in verse 10 he prays that 
they might increase in a "knowledge of 
God." I see a difference. In the first he 
wants them to increase in their intel
lectual knowledge, he wants them to 
come to know the Bible and what it says, 
so to speak-book, chapter, and verse. 
-.:hen, as they live what they know-a 
life worthy of God, pleasing to him 
bearing fruit in very good work-they 
increase in their knowledge of God, 
meaning their relationship with him. 

We use the same terminology today. 
You may ask me do I know a certain per
son. I may respond, "Yes and No." 
"Yes," I know his name, where he lives, 
and what he does for a living, what kind 
of car he drives, etc. I can give you all 
sorts of facts, but I conclude by saying, 
"but, I don't really know him." I don't 
k~ow him in the sense we are not good 
fnends, we have no real relationship. 
After meeting someone who impresses 
me I might walk away saying, "I'd like 
to really get to know him." What I want 
is to be his friend, know him intimately. 
Knowing the Lord means knowing him 
in the sense you have a close, personal 
relationship with him. An atheist can 
"know his will," but only a Christian in 
love can "know his God." 

Like Him 
Do you know the Lord? We can say, 

"Yes," only when we learn to fear him. 
We can answer, "Yes," only when we 
learn to obey him. We can answer 
"Yes," only when we "draw near to hi~ 
and he draws near to us" (James 4:8) in 
a close, intimate relationship. 

One more brief observation. When 
one knows someone else in the close 
intimate way what often happens is that 
person becomes like the person he is 
close to. He knows him so well he 
knows how he will respond in a situa
tion, knows perhaps the exact words he 
will say, and can even imitate his voice 
and inflection. He knows him thoroughly 
and because he does he can imitate him. 
As we truly come to know Jesus Christ, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies (3) 

BIBLE DISTRIBUTING 
The first story we noticed of Bible 

distributing by churches of Christ in the 
decade of the 1970's in the Firm Foun
dation was in the May 1971 issue. In the 
news section of the paper under the 
title, 110ne Million Bibles for Asia," 
the story was as follows: 

In April of 1969, the Walnut Village 
Church of Christ, under the direction 
of its elders, undertook a campaign 
to send 1,000,000 Bibles to Asia. As 
word spread, congregations through
out America responded. A speci~l 
printing of 10,000 New Testaments m 
the Telegue (sic.) language has been 
completed and shipped. 
The program by the Garland, Texas 

congregation ·raised sufficient funds that 
J, A. Johnson in Madras, India had been 
able to purchase 2000 Bibles and an ad
ditional $4,049 had been sent to Pakistan 
and India to buy Bibles. 

A key to the distribution of these 
thousands of Bibles and New Testaments 
was a weekly broadcast from Radio Cey
lon. The monthly pleas for Bibles was 
approximately 600 to 700. The cost of 
the Bibles in India in 1971 was fifty cents 
each. A plea for contributions from the 
brotherhood was made by the Walnut 
Village church (page 317). 

The only other reference to Bible dis
tribution by the church in 1971 was an 
update of the One Million Bibl~s for 
Asia program. A news release capt1oned, 
11Progress Report-July 25, 1971 ," pub
lished August 17, stated that the Garland 
church had received $8,500 in contribu
tions for the program since its beginning 
(p. 526). 

A progress report, published in the 
Firm Foundation, July 3, 1974, page 429, 
said that Walnut Village Church of 
Christ in Garland, Texas had received 
$20 275 from U.S. and Canadian church
es 'since the beginning of the One 
Million Bibles for Asia campaign. The 
church reported that requests for Bibles 
exceeded the ability of the church to buy 
and distribute them. 

Following this special distribution ef
fort through, we found a brief item, 11We 
Could Not Give A New Testament 
Away," by J. C. Bailey. He wrote: 

This was a new experience! In most 
villages they plead for Bibles or Testa
ments and one of the great things that 
was done for the work in India, was 
the printing of 10,000 Testaments by 
the brethren in Texas for the Telugu 
work but we searched in vain for 
som~one to whom we could give a 
Testament in the village where we 
were ·yesterday. The reason we could 
not give away a Testam~nt was the fa~t 
that there was not a smgle person m 
the whole village who could read or 
write. To my knowledge, I never was 
in a village before where at least one 
person could not read or write. 

ELMER L'ROY 

Unusual! Frustrating! Ah, but good 
news. Bailey continues: 

However, a young Hindu was there 
electioneering. David Samarpana Rao 
preached the Gospel to him, he was 
willing to accept it and we went to the 
Bay of Bengal and he was baptized 
into Christ. 
So, was J, C. Bailey finally able to give 

a New Testament away? No, he wasn't. 
Would you believe the young man al
ready had one! (March 14, 1972, page 
171.) 

Behind the Iron Curtain 
A news item of March 28, 1972 (page 

203) tells of Bible and literature distribu
tion behind the Iron Curtain in eastern 
Europe. From a base in Austria, working 
with people in eleven languages, the 
churches were distributing 10,000 to 
15,000 Bibles annually and over 300,000 
pieces of mail, tracts, and brochures. 
Workers in eastern Europe were seek
ing $2,000 regular monthly support from 
American churches for this work. 

Another news item submitted by Bob 
Hare told of several brethren from the 
United States and from the eastern Euro
pean churches going to Russia. One of 
their purposes for going was to try to 
get permission to print two million 
Bibles in Russia. They talked with au
thorities in printing, in religion, and in 
the Russian Orthodox Church. They re
ceived an inconclusive answer, but they 
promised to keep trying. (11Religious Up
surge in Russia," December 12, 1972, 
pp. 797, 798.) 

There is a picture of the 7th and 8th 
grade class at the College Church of 
Christ, Searcy, Arkansas, giving a check 
for $500 to the Bob Hare family to buy 
Bibles for use behind the Iron Curtain. 
(October 10, 1974, front page.) 

Meanwhile, Around the World 
Johnny Stovall made an appeal 

through the Firm Foundation from Sura
baja, Java, Indonesia to pay for 10,000 
copies of the book of Acts in the lan
guage of Indonesia. He and Don 
Wheeler were distributing these, other 
Scripture portions and study-worksheets, 
and they were converting people to the 
Lord. (September 19, 1972, p. 602.) 

Ralph Burcham, former missionary to 
Vietnam, was planning to return to that 
war-torn land. In the February 27, 1973 
issue he asked for funds from the 
churches to buy and distribute Vietna
mese language Bibles in military hos
pitals there. A related picture was pub-
1 ished on the front cover of the March 
13 number. Funds were to be directed 
to the College Church of Christ in Okla
hohle City (p. 142). 

M. Norvel Young Encourages 
Two pieces from the pen of Dr. M. 

Norvel Young, Pepperdine University, 

encouraged Christians to become dis
tributors of the Bible. In an item in the 
news section of the Firm Foundation, 
October 2, 1973, he announced that 
11the American Bible Society has a new 
program in which individuals can serve 
to distribute the scriptures through their 
homes." 

"You " he said, "can receive these 
scriptu~es on a consignment at cost, and 
sell them at cost. You get no pay, of 
course, but you can . have the satisfac
tion of knowing you are getting out the 
Word of God in printed form." 

In an essay, 11The Book of a Thousand 
Tongues," publish~d February 20, 1.979, 
p. 116, Young ·pomted out that netther 
the task of translating the Word of God 
or distributing the Bible has been fin
ished. A 11Calculated guess" by the 
American Bible Society held that ~~con
siderably less than one-fifth of the peo
ple of the world actually possess the 
Scriptures." He wrote, 

• • . The rate of distribution in the 
world is not keeping up with the rate 
of population increase. The demand 
for Bibles and Testaments is greater 
than ever before in history. Millions 
of people are eager to know and read 
the Bible yet those who have the 
Bible are' not publishing enough for 
these people to get one. Even when 
enough are printed millions of un
skilled laborers cannot afford to buy 
one. 
Dr. Young urged that Christians and 

churches get busy distributing Scriptures. 
He wrote, 

Individual Christians and churches of 
the Lord can purchase Bibles and 
Testaments and portions the_reof as 
they are printed at cost by B~ble so
cieties and we can put them mto the 
hands of gospel preachers i~ twenty 
lands . where they are workmg and 
into other lands through Christians 
who are scattered around the 
world ... " 
Let us prove to all the world that we 
do believe that the Bible is God's 
word and that we will sacrifice to 
spread that seed of the kingdom to 
every creature. 
Very few of many, many e~ort.s by 

churches and individuals to d1stnbute 
the Scriptures are told in the paper. For 
example, World Bible School wa~ con
ceived and was in vigorous u_se .'"! the 
decade. Both churches and md1v1dual 
Christians were teaching hundreds of 
thousands of people around the worl~ 
through correspon~ence c~urses. Th1s 
great work of teachmg, dev1sed. and en
couraged by Jimmy Lovell, requ1red that 
copies of the Scriptures be given to most 
of the students. World Bible School has 
undoubtedly accounted for th.e largest 
directed distribution of the B1ble ever 
done by churches of Christ. 
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Does Your Preacher Live in an Ivory Tower? 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

How would you like to have a job 
where all of your fellow workers are 
Christians? Where the language is al
ways "clean" and usually kind? How 
would you like to be able to set your 
own hours, work at your own pace-
becoming totally involved in a project of 
prime interest to you? How would you 
like to be able to finish the day knowing 
that you had helped someone with pain 
or sorrow, or a troubled soul? Knowing 
that, as a prize, you would receive the 
trophies of loving hearts for spending 
your time doing what you liked to do 
best? 

That's my job. I'm a preacher! The 
people I work with have the same basic 
goals and values as I. We don't always 
see "eye to eye" on everything, but our 
hearts meet habitually at the same place 
-at the throne of God. Those I serve 
are amazingly interested in my welfare. 
In fact, they bend over backwards to 
serve me! Periodically, questioners will 
approach me as to whether I "need 
higher wages" or if 1· am "working too 
hard." And when my wife goes "home" 
to visit her parents, a loving conspiracy 
takes place to make sure that I am well 
fed. 

Now, due to the fact that all this is 
true about the job of a preacher-due 
to the fact that his office is located in 
the church building-and, because his 

Bless the Meansl 
How often have you heard one pray

ing for a sick person say something like 
this: "Bless the hands that wait on 
them, and the means being used for 
their recovery" but somehow seemed 
unwilling to say, "Cure their disease." 
Of course, with my aversion to the 
claims of the so-called "faith-healers" 
who give glowing testimonies of how 
they know of someone who was cured 
of almost anything they could imagine, I 
can understand our skirting around any
thing that might make us sound some
what unorthodox. 

But having long since passed the 
point where those things unduly con
cern me, I would like to suggest that 
we pray for the things about which we 
are concerned. I do thank God for the 
"hands that minister," but ordinarily I 
am not really as concerned about them 
as I am with the particular person to 
whom they are ministering. So why not 
say so? I am not nearly as concerned 
with God blessing the knife that does 
the surgery (whatever that means) as I 
am with his blessing the person who is 
having the tumor- removed. 

It is also slightly disturbing for me to 
continue hearing persons say, "Forgive 
us of our many mistakes and short
comings," without ever mentioning "our 
sins." He can overlook our mistakes, 
but our sins have to be forgiven through 
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work is most visibly revealed within the 
context of a worship service--some are, 
therefore, led to believe that the preach
er dwells in an "ivory tower existence" 
protected from any real confrontation 
with life. But let me caution you. Don't 
judge so quickly. 

Have you ever been wakened at 2:00 
a.m by a thirty-year-old man who is 
stoned drunk and wanting desperately 
to unload his burdensome secret-that 
he is a homosexual-a fact which has, up 
to this point, devastated his life? 

Have you ever attempted to reach out 
warmly to one who has come to you "in 
need," when nine of the last ten you 
believed proved to be con artists? 

Have you ever sat, quietly listening, as 
a thirty-three-year-old wife and mother 
described painfully how her father mo
lested her as a young girl, and how the 
nightmares, fears and "hang-ups" from 
that experience are destroying her mar
riage? 

Have you ever heard the clang of the 
cold steel of prison doors .shutting be
hind you as you attempted to comfort 
one who has just made a big, big mis
take. 

Have rou ever listened to the ago
nizing wai of a mother as she learned 
that her twelve-year-old has just shot 
and killed her eight-year-old? 

Have you ever found yourself "in the 

T. PIERCE BROWN 

the merits of the blood of our loving 
lord, or we are lost forever! 

Surely, when we say, in reference to 
the sick person, "Nevertheless, thy will 
be done," we are trying to echo the 
sentiments of our Saviour. But is it pos
sible that what we actually mean is, "I 
do not really believe you are going to 
answer affirmatively, so I will give you a 
chance to cop-out on my doubts"? 
Since I use the expression, "Thy will be 
done" and commend the attitude the 
above critical question ~s probably a 
result of a recognition of my own 
failures and shortcomings! 

I still remember one of my prayers 
(?) of more than 50 years ago. I had been 
reading the promises of Jesus about 
granting whatever was asked in faith, so 
when I came to a gate as I was walking 
through the woods to a little one-room 
schoolhouse with my lunch pail in one 
hand and my books in another, I said, 
"God, open the gate for me." For some 
reason he did not see fit to do it. Since 
he did not seem to hear, I raised my 
voice a little and said again, "God, I 
said I wanted you to open the gate for 
me." When it still did not open, I said, 
"I did not think you would do it any
way." 

It is possible that I have done the 
same sort of thing in my more mature 

(Continued on page 11) 

middle" as in-laws you were attempting 
to reconcile began shooting at each 
other with shotguns? 

Have you ever been called upon to 
put your faith on the line--when you 
knew that what you were about to say 
would possibly destroy you financially, 
vocationally, socially, and place you in 
exile religiously? 

Well, welcome to the "ivory tower" of 
a minister. It may be that you doubt 
"your preacher" has ever lived like that. 
And, certainly, his experiences may not 
be identical to those I have described. 
Chances are, though, if he's doing his 
job, they are remarkably similar. 

Don't be too hasty to judge the 
preacher's job as "protected from life." 
A great job, it is. An ivory tower, it isn't! 
4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, Texas 77504 

Jesus and the One-Eared Man 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

The torches looked like fireflies and 
their loud talk was a hub-bub as they 
left the city gate. The armed mob 
tramped across the Kidron Valley to a 
place called Gethsemane. 

Jesus had just finished praying when 
they arrived to arrest him. He wasn't 
surprised. 

We're standing close enough to hear 
the exchange of Jesus and Judas. Then 
comes the kiss. 

As the mob inches forward to arrest 
the lord, Peter draws his sword and 
swings it wildly at the heads of the tor
mentors. Most duck in time But the High 
Priest's servant is slow to react and the 
blade reels off his right ear. 

As i by reflex, the servant grabs the 
right side of his head, then looks at his 
bloody hand in the torchlight. Scream
ing, he slaps his right hand over the 
gory spot where his ear had been and 
falls to the ground. With his free hand, 
he impulsively gropes to find his ear. 

We watch-wondering what he will 
do with the ear should he find it. 

In the middle of his suffering we man
age a smile. It's good enougfl for him. 
He had it coming. jesus is innocent and 
the servant is wrong. It's good to see the 
man on his knees, whimpering, as he 
pats the dirt, hoping to find his beloved 
ear. 

However, Jesus' next move quiets our 
need for revenge. The lord stoops down, 
picks up the ear and miraculously re
places it. Immediately, Jesus is led away. 

Our faces burn with shame as we wit
ness the love and compassion of Jesus. 
He had the opportunity to humiliate his 
antagonists-and didn't. 

It's not like us. No, we want to club 
those who have hurt us. Our reaction is 
to press every advantage. It's so hard to 
replace ears. 

But since that night we haven't been 
able to feel good about taking revenge. 
What we saw in the torchlight changed 
us. 
1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 
72712 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Jesus is the model teacher for all who teach God's Word. 
Our Lord as a teacher is discussed by Bro. Charles Sattenfield. 

Thank you, Bro. Sattenfield.-Leonard Mullens, P .0. Box 828, 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Jesus the Teacher 
CHARLES SATTENFIELD 

Forty-five times in the Greek New Testament Jesus is called 
11Teacher." Two hundred forty-three times his followers are 
called 11learner" or 11disciple." Jesus was the greatest teacher 
of all. He believed in the power of teaching. 

I believe Jesus exemplified the following six principles of 
effective teaching. 

He Lived What He Taught. It's useless to teach one thing 
and do another. "Do what I say, not what I do" was never 
part of his teaching approach. Jesus led an exemplary life. 
The Master Teacher was also the Master Practitioner (Acts 
1 :1). 

Some years ago, Columbia University spent over a quarter 
of a million dollars to prove that 11modeling and example is 
the greatest tool for learning." One life is worth a thousand 
words. Wrong actions on the part of the teacher undo the 
teaching itself. One outstanding example is Jesus' teaching 
on forgiveness. After teaching Peter to forgive seventy times 
seven, Jesus forgave Peter for denying him. Jesus practiced 
what he taught. 

He Taught With Authority. After teaching his wonderful 
Sermon on the Mount the multitudes were amazed. He taught 
with great authority (Matt. 7:28-29). 

Teachers of his day were constantly borrowing from fallible 
sources-one scribe quoting another. But Jesus was different. 
He used the Scriptures. Many times he would say 11 

• •• it is 
written." Jesus knew what he was teaching and spoke with 
conviction. He dealt confidently with matters of great sig
nificance-life, death, sin, salvation, eternity, because he 
knew the Scriptures. 

He Understood And Loved The People He Taught. Our 
Lord spoke as a lover of people-:-as one concerned for their 
personal welfare. With his unequaled love as a living exam
ple, he commanded his followers to 11love one another just 
as I have loved you." Jesus took time for the poor and the 
afflicted. He cared for individuals. He met the needs of the 
people. He taught young and old. 

He Taught With Simplicity. Jesus didn't use highly techni
cal terms to impress the learned. He spoke simply and di
rectly to the heart. Common ordinary people-fishermen, 
farmers, shepherds, understood his message. 

Someone has suggested that of all the recorded words of 
Jesus 84.4% of them contain only one syllable. Another 
14.2% contain two syllables. Only 1.4% contain three or 
more syllables. 

He Used Different Methods Of
1 

Teaching. While he always 
ld h. f " , had a plan, no one cou ever accuse 1m o sameness: 

His creativity was unlimited. He would reveal his message m 
terms of the familiar-the wheat and the tares, a pearl of 
great price, fish, flowers, and fowls. He used different 
methods from-questions and answers, lectures, object les
sons, experience, and storytelling. Never had any teacher 
taught like him before (John 7:45-46). He was a superb 
communicator! 

The Teachings Of Jesus Brought Results. He changed lives
not for the worse-always for the better. When people would 
believe and follow his instructions, life took on a new di
mension. He took unlikely candidates taught them, helped 
them learn and then watched them cha~ge the world by 
teaching others. NO ONE IS BEYOND HELP! The living 
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth will result in transformation of 
life, peace and satisfaction. His teachings still work. 

Lazarus Was There 
ANCIL JENKINS 

" ... lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with 
him." (John 12:2b) 

A feast was taking place. Great words were coming from 
Jesus. The twelve apostles were at the house of Martha. It 
was a celebration. One phrase, however, catches our atten
tion, 11 

• •••• Lasarus was one of those reclining at the 
table .... " 

Why these words about lazarus? This lazarus was a good 
friend of Jesus, as were his sisters, Mary and Martha. Just a 
few days earlier lazarus had taken a fever and died. When 
Jesus arrived, he astonished everyone by bringing lazarus 
back to I ife. 

Why was lazarus present at this feast? Didn't Lazarus have 
other interests? Didn't he have other friends? Didn't he have 
business, or hobbies, or recreation to attend to at this time? 
Of course, he probably did, yet he was present at the as
sembly of the followers of Jesus. 

He was present because Jesus was there. He loved him, 
as a friend. But even more he loved him as his Lord and soon 
to be his Savior. If Jesus was anywhere close to Lazarus, he 
would have made any effort to be with him. 

Lazarus was present because he was grateful. He was in a 
tomb. He had been dead four days when the voice of Jesus 
said, 11Come forth." We do not know of Lazarus's experiences 
while he was dead, yet we know he was restored to his 
family and was grateful. 

Are you 11there"? Are you as faithful in your devotion to 
your Lord and Savior as lazarus was? He is the same one 
who raised Lazarus from the dead. He is the same one who 
loved Mary, Martha, and lazarus. He is the one who rai~ed 
you from the dead, if you belong to him. He loves you, JUSt 
as he did his friends while on earth. 

How would Jesus have felt if Lazarus had sent him word 
that he was too busy to come to the dinner. Would not the 
heart of Jesus been hurt if his friend thought more of his 
business, recreation, or hobby than he did of him? Do you 
think he is hurt by our same inconsideration? 

1701 Gold Avenue S.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
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WESTERN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
.NEW APPOINTMENT 

Th e Board o f Directors of Western 
Ch:istian Colle~e announces the ap
pomtment of Cl1 fford Simmonds to the 
posit ion of Director of Public Relati ons 
and Endowments for the college. 

M r. Simmonds is a native of Ontario 
w ith extensive experience in sales and 
related fie lds. He is leaving his position 
as national sales manager for Paper & 
Inc., a Toronto based firm, to assume 
this position at the college. 

Simmonds and his wife Barbara ar
rived in Weyburn in early August and he 
officially began his duti es on A ugust 15. 

In addition to nearly twenty years of 
successful work in sales, Mr. Sim monds 
has devoted much of his time to work
ing with young people in church and 
camp activit ies. He also raised funds on 
a volunteer basis for Great Lakes Chris
tian College in Beamsville, Ontario. 

At Western, Simmonds w ill be re-

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non·profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 
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Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

sponsible for both operational and 
capital fund drives as we ll as for the 
establishment and development of en
dowment funds. He wil l replace J. C. 
Murray w ho now becomes Director of 
Development and Maintenance. 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 

Cont inental U.S. 1-800-531 -5227 

Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 

How many re ligious pe riodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDI E WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
App roved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Traini ng Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 617·282·3911 

Lal(eview Christian Home 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

" In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
avai lable in our New Facil ities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrat~r 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
1982 Ed ition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The on ly worldwide di rectory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the Un ited States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especial ly in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available in formation. 

Convenient for Ch ristians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses wi th zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated with each reprinting. 

Add $1 .00 postage and handl ing 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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DO YOU KNOW JESUS? 

(Continued from page 6) 
i t will show in ou r lives. As we truly 
come to know him, we w ill become li ke 
him in every way. A proof o f our know l
edge of God is in how well he can be 
seen in our lives! 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, Michigan 
49601 

BLESS THE MEANS! 

(Cont inued from page 8) 
years if I have prayed, " Bless the means 
being used for h is recovery," and when 
he died anyway, said, " I never did have 
any hope for him. " Perhaps all of us, 
critics or otherw ise, need to pray as did 
the man in Mark 9:24, " I believe. Help 
thou mine unbelief." 

As I was finish ing this article, I 
thought, "lord, bless the ed itor's pen 
(or blu e pencil) that i t may be used only 
in a way to glorify thee." And then I 
thought, "And Lord, if you can see your 
way clear to do it, you might b less the 
editor, too." 

112 Lemont Lane, R# 3, Tullahoma, Tn. 
37388 

Reprints of ony single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
Ies nc., accepted. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win sou ls in a one-year int ernship. 
Qualify to be a f u ll-t im e PERSONAL WOR K· 
ER or PERSONA L WORK D IRECTOR. Send 
for details to Sc hool of Personal Evange· 
l ism, at Church of Ch r ist, 3380 Colem an 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn., 
38122. Phone: (901) 324·8831 or (901) 324· 
0120. NO TUITION. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
oil times. Price: Large carton, eacla, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE 
WHOLE CHURCH 

(Continued f rom page 4) 
ceived was earned, not merely com
manded. 

Christendom looking critical at their 
own ecclesiastical structures, the min
isters and el ders in the Lord's church 
should be showing the way by their own 
examples. 

Th ese men who walked w ith Jesus and 
received his special ca ll condescended 
to fulfill their office by guiding the 
church so that the church was bulit up, 
the church was actively involved, and 
the church was the seat of decision 
making. W ith this as an example and 
w ith re ligious leade rs in many parts o f 

1924 Broadw ay, Lubbock, TX 79401 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list ot new aubacrlp
llons to the Firm Foundatloa, plea.ae be 
1ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
a.tter the city and atate. 

OWASSO Sl:HOOL OF BIBLil:AL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

* Bib le Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experienced Qualified Faculty * Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition * Idea lly located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Applications Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred Li terature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and is overseen by its elders. 
For More Information Write or Call: 

ADD RESS : Owasso School of Biblical Studies PHONE: 1-918-425·8869 Fal l Semester Begins 
Box 6596 September 11 , 1982 
Tulsa, OK 74156 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COU RSES) 

for P1·eachersJ Teachers} Personal W orkersJ 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

AR E YOU INT ERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box iBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

POR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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ClEVENGER HEADS ALABAMA 
COLLEGE 

Dr. Ernest A. Clevenger, Jr. has been 
selected president of Alabama Christian 
College, according to Dr. James H. 
Faulkner, chairman of the college Board 
of Directors. 

According to Faulkner, Clevenger was 
unanimously se lected by the Board at 
their July 9 meeting. " Alabama Christian 
College is exceedingly fortunate to have 
a man of this cal iber to become presi
dent of this great institution, for he not 
only has the fine spiritual and academic 
qualifications but he is also noted fo r 
his administrat ive ability and has been 
a successfu l businessman in his own 
right," states Faulkner. 

Clevenger replaces Dr. J. Walker 

Whittle who has tendered his resigna
tion in lieu of returning to Freed-Harde
man College in Henderson, TN, where 
he had a 27 year association before com
ing to A labama Christian in June, 1981. 

Since 1979, Clevenger has served as 
president of Boyd-Buchanan Schoo l in 
Chattanooga, TN. Prior to that he was 
academic dean at Alabama Christian 
College for three years (76-79). He 
served as professor of Bible at the Ala
bama Christian School of Religion in 
Montgomery and as director of its Bi r
mingham branch from 1968-1973 . He 
was also president of the Alabama Chris
tian College of Biblical Studies in Bir
mingham (73-76). 

!>. F inn Foundation •nbacr lptlon m akes a 
wonder t ul birthday o r anniversary gltt. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOl OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains I ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 
~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 

a glassllke appearance. 
~ Disposable-No washing- saves time. 
~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin. Texas 78767 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION 
by WALTER H. ADAMS 

A practical book for church 
leaders designed to help 
them do more effectively 
that which is to be done in 
the local congregation. 

Ideal for class work in develop
ment classes, for practical guidance 
in the individual's study of his 
duties and how to perform them. 

Administrative responsibilities. 
Management of office a nd staff, 
building maintenance, counseling, 
purchasing, selecting elders, organ
izing and ma naging an active pro
gram- it's all here. Written by a 
m an with many years experience as 
Dea n of a college a nd an elder in 
the church. 

$2.95 
Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610, Austin, Tex. 78767 
Order by Phone Toll Free 

1-800-531-5227 
In Texas Call 
1-800-252-9103 

EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

It shall be the sole purpose or this 
paper to launch an intensive Bible 
study for spiritual development. We, 
as the editorial stall, •hall 5trive to 
challenge and improve the exegetical 
obilitie5 of concerned people by 
presenting l!ir1icles that cause us to 

think and sharpen our understand· 
ing of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 
rotion or the Holy Scriptures; the 
abooluteness of the saving power of 
the gospel of Christ. 

IRe ezenefe ~· .. ~i~'e .. . a new monthly paper designed to edify 
CJ ' ~=-· · teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 

Bible students. 
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BIBLICAL EXEGESIS r--------------------
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a special guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

I the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
!·year subscription). 

I Name __________________________ __ 
I 
I Address ------------------------
1 1 City, State, Zip ___________________ _ 

I 
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''EVANGELISM And The FAMILY'' 

Eleventh Annual 
IBC Evangelism 

Workshop 

September 
23-25 
1982 

Hear Over 40 Outstanding Speakers: 
Kent Allen Buck Hall Jim Massey Cl iffo rd Reel 
C. W. Bradley Bob Hare Joyce Massey Billy Ringold 
Gary Bradley R.N. Hogan Jim Martin John Simpson 
Hugh Campbell Elvis Huffard K. K. Mitchell David Short' 
Charles Coil Nelma lvey James Moffett Leon Smith 
Bill Cox Dennis Jones Basil Overton Harold Taylor 
Jerry Davidson Gilbert Kretzer Ernest Petty David Underwood 
J immy Dorris Patsy Loden David Pharr Joe Va n Dyke 
Bob Duncan Herschel McFarlen Winston Phife r Vurcl Vick 
Bill Flatt J. A. McNutt Lamar Plunket David Wheeler 
John Gipson Tom Marshall Neale Pryor 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE IN FORMATION ON: 
complete program- free housing and campe r space- area motel Information __ .... 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. BOX IBC FLORENCE, ALABAMA 205-766-6610 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion •.o each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 

Vol. 1 - Gospels and Acts .. .... . . . . .... . .. . . .. . $7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation .. .. . ....... . ... . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume . .... .. .. .... . .. . ... . . . $11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 

13 [541] 



JAIN KENNEDY NEEDS SUPPORT 

Jain Kennedy is a Christian from Orms
kirk, England. As a participant in the 
"Adventures in M issions" program of 
the Sunset church in Lubbock, TX., she 
is now working for two years w ith the 
church in Liege, Belgium. During her 
fi rst six months in Liege, Jain took an 
accelerated French class, and made ex-

ceptional progress in the local language. 
Jain is supported by the small Li ege 

congregation for $65 per month. The 
rest of her support, approximately $300 
a month, was coming from brethren in 
th e U.S.A., but in Jun~ this support 
dwindled to only $100. In July it fell to 
only $10! She needs help. Liege can do 
no more. The local missionary has begun 
helping her from his pocket. 

Jain did not grow up in a Christian 

family, and so has few contacts for sup
port. Wi ll you help? Immediate contri
butions would be useful , but Jain needs 
$300 monthly support to live on from 
now unti l she is schedu led to leave here 
in August 1983. 

Checks can be sent to: Sunset Church 
of Christ-AIM, 3723 34th St., Lu bbock, 
TX 79410, marked " Jain Kennedy Sup
port."-R. E. Wolfe, 63, Rue des Na
tins Unies, 4430 Alleur, Be lgium. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
Single $36.50 Family $103.25 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

L.L. Sams completes 
renovation at 
University Avenue 
Membe rs of Universit y Avenue in Austin are 
e njoying their newly renovated auditorium, 
designed and constructed by L. L. Sams and Sons. 

The completely new interior is e nhanced by new 
furniture and seating, new wall-to-wall carpet, new 
lighting and s ound system and new restrooms. 
Beautiful faceted g lass windows were a lso 
installed. 

l ong the recognize d leader in church renovations, 
L. L. Sams provides for all aspects o f reconstruction 
from planning and consultation to final execution 
of the job by e xperie nced construction crews. 

When you begin planning your church renovatio n , 
call or write L. L. Sams and Sons. 1'.0. Box 1430, 
Waco , Texas 76703 , 817/ 752-9751. No obligation, 
of course. 

From concept to completion 
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Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/535-1801 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
f or Salc-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all in 
very cood condition. 5100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836·8044. 

Advertis ing in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especinlly to accommodate eon~rei:'ations 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furn ished: rooms with bath $25, apt. 540, 
home 550, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693·2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 

ndvertisin&: n•eelin&: places, preachers seeking work or con&:re&:ntions seekln&: prencheno. Also other 
ncceptnble matf.<!r. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCIIOOL OF BIBLICAL 'ST UDIES 

Prenehing-P ersonnl E'•angclism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

41npprovcd for Veteran's training" 
Leonard l\L Grny- Director 

1 (303) 986· 5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr. Denver , Co 80227 
FOR'r HOOD - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church or Christ 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. T erry H arrison, Minister. Phone 
63 4·6012. S un. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

DENVER, C OLORADO 80228 
LAU:E'WOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4 55 So. Youngfield C t. 
T e l e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
'l' rnnslat.ion for Dcnf. T erry Car lwris:tht. m inister 
CHA'rHA~I. N . J .. Fairmount a nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201 -63 5-26 88. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or f riends in A lnskn. P nt l\fcMnhnn or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 31•1. Anchorage, Al:1skn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 • ....'!o!....!r 3:;:4.:.4·::!5:..:7,;..19::,:·~===:-:-===:--

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

P len•nnton, Cni Uornln 94566 
J a mes W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON I SLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence i\1:1~, 
Church o! Christ, 4647 Hnunnla Ra .• Knpnn, Hnwa11 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES. CA LIFORN IA 
CENTRAL CH UR CH O F CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.i\1. 
Minis ters : Lewis F r is by, 714-622-25 86; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
-----;-;M"'E"'T""R~0~·-;;:0 ENVER AREA 

EnglewO<Jd Church of Ch r ist. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

llfnc Ba rtee. Evangelist 
BREWER MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sundny cl~sses , 10:16: Worshi p, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Viaiton Welcome. W rite about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E . 1\lor~nn Ave., 
U.S. 400 En11t 0JIIl08lte K-1\lnrt. Offlee 477-
5271. nohby Wnde, lllln. 476-4056. 

WHEN YO U VISIT TH E 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Ch ristian home. Rensonable rates. F or 
more information call 615-966-9622 or wr.te Robert 
F. Graham a t 312 Bellfield Rd .. Knoxville, Ten n. 
37922. 
"EM PLOYMENT: NORTH ERN CALIFORN I.A. 
Sierrn Children's Home is currently .h iring chd d 
care slnff. (Christian coupl<'S .) Good pay and bene
fits . If inlerest<!d. rontnct Steve Bergman, Execu· 
tive Director, at P .O. Box 597, Vnc<~ville. CA 95688. 
or rnll 707 / 44R-3557." 
RELIGIO US BOOKS BOUGHT. W :1yne Stephens, 
P.O . Box 285, Shnwnee, Oklahomn 74801. 
\'UMA. Alll7., (151 ,V. 28t h S t . S u nday 

10. 11 n.m. & 6:30 p .m . Ph. 344 -37 50 
ftTT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CH U RCH O F 
CHRIST SAN BERN ARDINO, CA . 3630 N. "E.'' 
St. Sunday 9 :30 & 10:30 nnd G:OO P .l\f. \Veri. 7:00 
P .llf. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Jilin. 79ii-2~ 1 1 . 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ. Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem· 
bers in a ci ty of 500,000 and only ~ne s ister co'!greg~· 
tion, is seeking a full-t ime evangeliSt to . work on thos 
exciting mission fie_ld. A matur~ pers~n woth leadershop 
qualities and a de sore to work os requored. Send. re~ume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Wonnopeg, 
Mani toba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH ING courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes w ith written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-M<?nth Club 
and receive special lessons on many subte.cts. For 
Free Information write: Sunsel Church of Chrost, 2432 
27th St., lubbock. TX 794_1!.1!:·,..--,-....,.,-====:-;: 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Children's 
Home is accepting applicat ions fo r house parents. and 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a. salary, lovong 
expenses, medical insurance, rt; t.ircmen_t msura!lce, va· 
cation and days off. For addotoonal onformatoon and 
application forms contact loe H. Booth , Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call '1 -505·863·55~30~.~---

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIO NS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less th an 1 mi le from Fair, 
S60 night Cal l 61 5/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write }ol{n Thetfo rd, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 

WE REBIN D CIIE RISIIED DIBLES-write for free 
leather snmples nnd prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485. 
Abilene. T e.'<<lS 79604. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669·1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Preacher wanted: f ull support, house and uti lities 
furnished. Send resume to Westhaven C. or C., 1515 
29th North, Texas City, TX 77590 or cal l 713/945-7117, 
945·5241 or 945·8'137. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402·245·2251 or AC 402-
245·5657. 

HO USING FOR 1982 WORLD'S FAIR 
Christian family has new modern design guest cottage
ncar main house-ai r condi tion, color TV, kitchenette, 
sleeps 6 or more- ideal for family or cou ples. Off 
1·40/75 in West Knox County-$100 per day-map to 
cottage, floor plan, ticket info, will be mailed with 
confirmalion of reservation- reservations require 25% 
deposi t. Telephone (615) 690·8406 or 966·1 933. 
COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST TRS 80 
Bible lessons on cassette. Home, Sunday School, VOS. 
Send SASE fo r details. VEPCO, 200 Juniper Ave., 
Merritt Island, Fl 32952. 
The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to re tire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean· 
ingful and productive in serving Christ. Located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow· 
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. for further information contact: 
Church or Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (3031 586·4557. 
ivtinister Wanted: Mature Experienced man wanted for 
a small (125) congregation in northwest Arkansas, 
House and Salary. Contact: Elders, Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 58 1, Paris, AR 72855. 
Young Wisconsin lOngrcgation is looking for a mission
mi nded overseer church to hel p in the partial support 
of its vocational missionary going full time. This work 
is backed by two other vocational missionary families 
and is cvangeli~tic, well organized and is helping to 
establish ot her congregations in our unevangcl ized sta te. 
lh is is the only church of Christ in our eight county 
area. Please p hone Roger, t-606·665-4997, or Jr. , 1·715· 
673-4774. 
High Plains Children's Home is desiring to employ 
a Christian couple, w ho wants to serve the Lord canng 
for abused and neglected children in a residential 
setting. Experience helpful, but not essential. Com· 
p ct1t1vc salary p l us insurance and room and board 
p rovided . Contact Jim Ke1• at 806·355·6588 or '~r ite 
High Plains Children's Home, P.O. Box 7448, Amarollo, 
Texas 791 0.~9~·---------------------·--------
APPUCATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WifE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SK ILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULO BE 
ADEPT AT FILINC, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPI NG, O R 
COM PUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (5 12) 589·7725 (day) or 
589·223 6 (night/ weekend s), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 76005. 
VIS ITING ' 82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE! Only 35 
miles from Fair sltc-llible Study 9:40 AM-2 mo rning 
services 630 & 10:30-Evenint: Worship 6:30- Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
Knoxvi lle-Kingston Church of Ch rist, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 61 5·376·9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 

FOR SALE: f irs t Mortgage Bonds 14%. Compound 
Interest. Dated january 1, 1982. For prospectus: Call 
(617) 775·6572 or (617) 775-5178. Write: Cape Cod 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 727, Hyanis, MA 02601. 
Preacher o f 28 years experience seeks Texas relocation. 
Ten years a t present congregation; local elders as 
reference. H. G. Hunt, 311 Dove Creek, Round Rock, 
Tx. 78664. Or, call (S12) 255·2278 after 10:00 p.m. 
WANHD: one oilwell (or other financial backing) for 
foreign mission effort resulting in one conversion for 
every $25 spent. Contact Missions, P.O. Box 966, Vic· 
torville, CA 92392. 
Wanted, woman's counselor for campus ministry. Send 
photo and resume to: DeKalb C of C, Box 334, De· 
Kalb, ll. 60115. Posi tion av~ilab lc }an. 1, 1983. 
looking for caretaker job for a Christian camp . Can 
give good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Maintenance experience , painting, electrical, tractor 
drivins. d itching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Weldin~, care of fi sh pond , swimming pool, 
horse wrangling. Also seven years experience with 
young people in children h omes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 years. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children al married to Christian mates). Call 806· 
793-8475 or wri te: "}, Oox Holder," P.O. Box 28801, 
lubbock, TX 79407 .. 
Experienced minister needed for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
miles from Yosemite National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60·70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, 5940 E. Woodland, Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 723·1811. 

TOTALLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE GIFTS NEEDED 
We need property or equipment gifts to trade for 
office facilities and 01lso to continue to operate as a 
totally free clinic. Christian Counseling Clinic, Inc., 
1950 Lee Road, Suite 21 2, Winter Park, FL. 32789, 
Phone 305-628·319S. 
FO R SALE: 55.00 gold coins, dated 1881, 1882, 1897, 
1905 1908-extra fine cond ition-either 5175.01}-all 
SBSo:oo. $20.00 St. Caudens gold coin, uncirculated, 
beautiful, dated 1924-$590.00. Old Silver Dollars, dated 
1879, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 96, 97, 
99, 1900, 01 , 02, 04, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26- ei ther $14.50-
all $332.00. Post1>aid. Satisfaction guaranteed. Hav.: lots 
of old coins-want to sell. Retired Postmaster. Refer· 
ences: Church or Chris t, Oank of Sharon. Best wishes 
to you. R. W. Si mmons, Sharon, Tn. 3255, PH. 901· 
456-2656. 

\VANTEO 
Evangelist with a pos it ive growth oriented att itude 
for a congregation in Grand Island, Nebraska. The 
Ch urch in Crand Island has grown from an average 
attendance or 60 to a 135 average in the p as t 1\~0 
years. Our goal is to continue this growth pattern. •~ 
the future . If 1•ou think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68824. 
Evangelist/ Minister sought: For new congregation, 
South. Calif. City of San Marcos. Near Junior C<?llege, 
in town of about 17,000. Full support, house avaolable. 
Contact-Palomar church of Christ, P .0. Box 27393, 
Escondido, Calif. 714/745·1168. 
FULL TIME PREACHER: Church of Christ, Galena Park, 
Texas (Houston area). Average . attendance _35·4~; 
weekly contribution 5550. Misso~n opp_o_r\unoty on 
growing Mexican-American populat1on. Fac1lrtaes un~n
cumbercd: Aud. seats 450; 18 classrooms; van; lone 
brick home, unfurnished with ut ilities. Send resume 
to : D. E. Lanier, 1702 . 8 th St., Galena Park, Texas 
77547. (713) 674-1308. 
Churches on o ur fa ll route may have n quiz fair & 
open house, with free usc of Bi ble quiz computers used 
a t Texas State Fair. Route: Tucson, Dallas, Atlanta, 
Tampa, Nashvil le, St. Louis, ! ! Tucson. Charles 
Davison, 309 E. Drachmnn, Tucson, AZ 85705. Phone 
(602) 624·1621 . Must write before Sept. 15th. 

1:SOLUDID YOUR ZIP CODE 
Note to subscribers : Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, T~as 76059 I Phone 817-645-0208 

- .-u--.~~ ... ~· .... ·~· ~· .,_..--~v.-.~u.-.·lol._....._.u,._~~....-~.-...-.-o-
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Introducing 

First Regional 
Church Growth Seminar 

for Church Leaders 
Houston, Texas • September 13-15, 1982 • Holiday Inn Airport 

Offered by the CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS WILL INCLUDE: 
"How to Effectively Win and Incorporate New Members" 
"How to Tum Around a Declining Church" 
''Reaching the Drop Out'' 
"Effective Leadership for Church Growth'' 
"New Testament Principles of Effective Evangelism" 
"Building Morale for Church Growth" 
"How Small Groups Help Churches Grow" 

and many other practical topics. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Joe Schubert 
Aavil Yeakley 

Wendell Broom 
Joe Barnett 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Charles Aoyd 
L.D.McCoy 
Bill New 
Win Am 

Reuel Lemmons 
Tim Matheny 
Randy Mayeux 
David Caskey 

0 I would like to register for the Regional Seminar in Houston. $25 
toward registration fee enclosed. {Refundable until Sept. 1, 1982.) 

0 I would like more information about the Regional Church Growth 
Seminar in Houston. 

Name -----------------------------------------

Address ----------------------------------

City --------- State _____ Zip ______ __ 
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Registration Fee: 

* 
One Person: $105 

* 
Two persons from 
same congregation 

$95each 

* 
One free for every four paying 

participants from the 
same congregation 

* 
Accompanying spouse: $25 

$25 due at time of registration; 
balance is due the day of the Seminar 

Send to: 
CENTER FOR CHURCH GROWTH 

P.O. Box 73362 
Houston, TX 77273 

(713) 440-4391 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 24, 1982 
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TWO MEADOWBROOK (Fort Worth) church leaders, Lee 
Goodman, Jr., and Burl Jones jo ined Humberto Rivas and lou 
Seckler in a summer campaign 1n Culiacan, Mexico. Pic
tured here are (l to R) Lou Seckler, Burl Jones, Antonio Ver
dugo, E. Hernandez, D. Verdugo, Humberto Rivas, lee Good
man, Jr., and Nacho Herrera. Attendance for five nights av
eraged over 100, most of them visitors. 

Austin, Texas, August 31, 1982 
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Where Are the Heroes? 

There is a difference in hero worship and in having 
heroes that inspire. Public parks around the world fea
ture the ·statues of statesmen and liberators. They are 
there, not to be worshipped, but to serve as constant 
reminders to the passers-by of heroic leadership and 
inspirational examples. 

The lincoln Memorial in Washington .and the faces 
carved on Mount Rushmore-what American has seen 
them and was not thrilled at the mute but eloquent 
exhortation to greatness? One of the real tragedies of 
our public education system is the degrading of our 
national heroes. In foreign lands statues of heroes who 
have fallen from favor are defaced. In our land they are 
defaced in the texbooks. We have little left for heroes 
except ghostly headless horsemen. 

The Restoration movement has had its heroic figures. 
We should not, and we do not, worship them. We 
should, however, be inspired by them. We do not want 
to see our heroes-either those of the distant past or the 
immediate past-obliterated by muckracking. 

The movies and television have been powerful forces 
in tearing down our national heroes. The mundane, 
rather than the noble, has been glorified. The non-hero 
becomes a hero only as heroes are destroyed. And so it 
.is with us. A nobody becomes a somebody only at the 
expense of others. If we can enhance ourselves only by 
tearing someone else down, we have not grown in 
stature; we have simply demolished the great until our 
own small size has become noticeable. 

Young children in a congregation need heroes they 
can emulate. All of us need examples we can look to 
for inspiration. Every parent and every Christian should 
support and build up those who have the potential of 
heroes in the congregation. A brotherhood should do 
the same. 

We believe there is a direct relationship between the 
decline of moral values and the decline of heroism. We 
have destroyed our role models. We have a society that 
does ·not want standards by which it can test its be
havior. It would like to obliterate the past. Each wants 
to be his own standard, and wants to do his own thing
his way. The church has absorbed its environment. In
stead of building heroes for our youth to follow, we tear 
them down in front of our children. Because we have 
lost a great deal of God-consciousness we no longer 
look to God-fearing patterns as our heroes. We have 
become leaderless because we have willed it so. A 
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leader can't lead unless there are followers willing to 
follow. 

If we leave a society, a country, or a congregation 
heroless we leave it to flounder. There is a heroic quali
ty about leadership. You cannot sparate the two. Lead
ership is by nature heroic. When we deface our heroes 
the congregation becomes weak and directionless. The 
church needs heroes right now, perhaps more des
perately than at any other time in recent centuries. 

A congregation's rightful heroes are its elders. Their 
qualities properly qualify them as role models for the 
whole church. They should be such men as could be 
pointed to with respect as they lead the congregation in 
participating in every good work. They do not have to 
claim infallible judgment in choosing only works that 
will turn out well. A loving congregation will follow its 
heroes and support them, even in their human mistakes, 
so long as elders set heroic examples. If they know what 
stewardship really is, and are willing to take the risks, 
t~ey can set heroic examples worthy of emulation. 
Elders were meant to be unusual people. They are de
signed· to be the kind of servant-leaders that inspire 
their congregations to greatness. 

And our preachers ought to be the kind of men who 
carve their images on the history of the church. They 
should be noble enough in character that those who 
come after them, and who read of their examples, will be 
constrained to say, "there was a big, big man." They 
should be humble enough to bear the people's burdens, 
plus whatever contemporary cros~es are theirs without 
complaint. When the fight is the hardest, and the night 
the blackest, and hope the dimmest, then let them set 
themselves for the defense of the truth. Let them make 
all the church proud that they are in the same army. 

We do not need to change our doctrine. We need to 
change ourselves. We can't do a mediocre job and be 
great. We need elders who think that their work is im
portant. We need evangelists who think that preaching 
the gospel is important. Let our leaders be God's letter, 
written in somebody' s heart. 

jesus had such a tremendous self-image that he 
walked through life praying and teaching, in spite of his 
opposition. He feared neither God, angel, man or devil. 
He was a hero's hero. Give us some men who can look 
back at the crowd and say, "follow me, even as I follow 
Christ." 

FIR!\1 FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmon•, Editor 
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CHARLES GEISER. 

We have bandied the term "liberal" around for so long 
that now it has to be defined by the person using it to know 
what it means. We do not use the word "mercy" much in our 
conversation, have you noticed? But I believe that in some 
"religious circles' 'to use "mercy" is to be considered "sissi
fied" in some way. In thinking this way, we then fuse the 
definitions of the two words and make "merciful" appear 
"liberal" when it is used. But if there is one thing taught in 
the Lord's Word, it is the subject of "mercy." 

I believe "liberal" still carries the essential meaning of any 
departure from the authority and teaching of the Bible. This 
can mean either in the many plain, literal sentences that in 
God's Word or the allegorical terminology of Bible eschatolo
gy. There is surely no reason to doubt, "So then faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." There are 
many, many passages in the Bible that can be understood by 
any man without any involved "interpretation." Some things 
are "hard to be understood," as Peter noted of Paul's scrip
tures, but at the same time "these things are written that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God .... " 

The word 11mercy" has been understood to be that which 
comes to a person graciously, instead of what should have 
been justly done. We did something wrong, we deserved 
punishment according to law, but the person with authority 
of law decided not to punish. Now think of God and us. Paul 
wrote to Titus, "But after that the kindnesss and love of God 
our Saviour toward men appeared, Not by works of righteous
ness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us ... " (Titus 3:4, Sa). I do not think that to be merciful 
to our brethren and friends in life is the same as being "lib
eral" or "soft" toward them. When we think about how 
much mercy each one of us received from our Father in 
heaven through Christ, and how much we continue to need, 
it should make us think seriously about how much mercy 
we should show toward others! James put it understandably, 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, "For he shall have judg
ment without mercy, that hath showed no mercy; and mercy 
rejoiceth against judgment." I really believe we ought to 
spend as much time on ''mercy" as we do some other topics 
in the Bible. 

The Bible teaches that God is rich in mercy. We ought to 
be everlastingly thankful that God is rich in mercy and 
begin to act accordingly. Without that mercy we never would 
have heard of Calvary, atonement, sacrifice, blood, salvation, 
or any of the many blessings of God. At the same time we 
should be grateful that God's "mercy endureth for ever." It 
was by this same eternal mercy that Paul often admonished 

the saints: "I beseech you therefore, brethern, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable (spiritual) ser
vice." Who was it that 11smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner?" Remember him? 11Abundant 
mercy?" Definitely! 

Can we obtain mercy? Paul said he had. "And I thank 
Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was 
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief." 
Have we ever done anything "ignorantly?" Do we need the 
mercy of God for it? 11 Remember not the sins of my youth 
(said David), nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy 
remember thou for thy goodness sake, 0 Lord." 

How we should echo the statement of David in our own 
lives. What was one of the three things God wanted in 
Micah 6:8? 11 

• •• But to do justly, and to love mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy God." I do not judge how many New Testa
ment saints do "love mercy," but we all should truly make 
an effort to do so. If we would just sit down for a moment 
(maybe for many moments), and consider that we need, yea, 
require, the mercy of God in our lives, we could become 
much improved in our Christian actions. Our attitude toward 
oth.ers would take on a new aspect (without any fear of being 
called "liberal!"), something we verily had never known be
fore. jesus had just begun his Sermon on the Mount, when he 
said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." 
Could we plant such a verse from Jesus deep in our hearts 
and honestly remember that the merciful shall obtain mercy? 
May we never forget that! 

Mercy-"The outward manifestation of pity." If we 11fear 
God and keep his commandments," then we can enjoy God's 
mercy. His commandments are not 11grievous" to those who 
will love his truth. I see humility and mercy travelling hand 
in hand in our relationship to God. If we can hold to humble
ness of mind and heart, we can hold to God's mercy. Hu
mility brings exaltation from God along with his mercy. 
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 
you up." We can come "boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need." Let us have mercy on others as we should and not let 
"liberal" confuse us. "Keeping yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord jesus Christ unto eternal 
life." 

P.O. Box 1154, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 

3 [5471 



The Work of ELders 
ROSS W. DYE 

The role of elders in the Lord's church is described as "a 
good work." This indicates that Paul had something in mind 
besides a mere title. It meant much sacrifice and hardship to 
bear this responsibility in the early church, and it is still a 
heavy burden. The church of God is not a playhouse for men 
with no sense of stewardship; it is a field of labor. 

The words, "the office of a bishop," are represented by one 
word in the Greek New Testament. Episkopes is the genitive 
of episkopos, and the meaning is overseership. The suffix 
denotes office in the sense of work or function, and not rank 
or dignity. All Christians are officers in the same sense that all 
members of the physical body are officers. They have a func
tion. The office of a bishop is the work that a bishop is to do. 

The word "elder" is from presbuteros in the Greek. This 
term was familiar to the jews, and is often used to refer to 
those who are to take the lead in the work of the church. 
Elder suggests not only maturity but leadership. 

The word "bishop" or "overseer" is equivalent tb episkopos 
in the Greek New Testament. This term has a Grecian origin. 
It describes the function, whereas presbuteros suggests their 
place in the church. 

Poimen in the Greek New Testament is translated "pastor" 
or "shepherd." Figuratively, this suggests a spiritual guide. 
This term describes the nature of the work. 

In Paul's address before the elders at Ephesus, he said, 
"Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops ... " Taking heed unto 
the flock, according to McGarvey, "required such watchful
ness as would allow nothing in the condition of the church to 
escape their notice." 

Continuing in his charge to the Ephesian elders, Paul 
added, 11To feed the church of the Lord which he purchased 
with his own blood." Peter used a broader word, saying, 
"Tend the flock of God which is among you." This does not 
mean that elders must do all of the tending and feeding, for a 
shepherd's work may be delegated. As a matter of fact, Chris
tians are to provide for one another. 

The word "tend" suggests a variety of needs to be supplied. 
A shepherd has not discharged all of his responsibility when 
the flock is fed. The sick and injured must be assisted. The 
weak must be helped to survive and to grow strong. The 
wanderers must be brought back to safety. The sheep in 
danger must be protected. 

Elders must oversee the church. A bishop is an overseer. 
The elders are responsible for superintending or supervising 
the affairs of the church. However, it should be remembered 
that a good superintendent knows how to delegate specific 
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responsibilities to others such as may be suited to their sev
eral abilities. 

Elders are required to 11 rule well." This does not mean to 
rule as lords. The word used in I Timothy 5:17 is defined by 
Thayer as follows: 11To be over, to superintend, preside over, 
rule." The word rendered rule in Hebrews 13:17 means, ac
cording to Thayer, "To lead, to go before, controlling as in 
counsel, to have authority over." Elders are not autocrats. 
They should rule in much the same way that a wise father 
rules his house. In the Model Church, G. C. Brewer said, "In 
all cases where no principle of right or wrong is involved, the 
elders should have due regard for the wishes of the congre
gation." A father ought to involve his wife and children in the 
decision making process if he expects to succeed. In like 
manner, it is appropriate for godly elders to be careful to 
not ignore the wishes of the congregation. When the people 
have something to say about the affairs of the church, they 
will be more likely to support the decisions that are made. 
In matters concerning building, schedules, who shall preach 
(assuming he! is sound), how money is to be used; elders 
who have a s\:riptural attitude will consult the wishes of the 
congregation. If they do not, they may not long have a con
gregation. Eld~rs are hindrances when they stifle the interest 
of people by tgnoring their desires and handing down de
cisions without regard for the desires of those they are sup
posed to lead. Nothing is any more out of order than an 
eldership jeal(hJs of its authority, secretive about what is 
being planned, ~nd condescending in its attitude toward the 
congregation. Men who act in an arbitrary and highhanded 
manner are not qualified to be elders, for an elder must not 
be self-willed. C,odly elders rule by the power of example and 
by the authority of th~ word of God. When correctly under
stood, the only wlers whom God has approved for the church 
are elders. No tule is anarchy; majority rule leads to di
gression; minority rule becomes crank rule; one-elder rule is 
tyranny; but eldership rule is scriptural. 

The church nettds men who have the attitude of servants. 
This is the posture. of Christ, and all who follow the Master. 
One who wants to wield power is not suited to the work of an 
elder, but such are b~tter fitted to be "rulers of the Gentiles." 
God's elders take th~ oversight of the church because they 
want to do good for others and to magnify Christ. Those who 
serve as elders in this rnanner are worthy of the highest re
spect, and generally the} shall have it. But their great reward 
is "the crown of glory that fadeth not away." 

1040 Downing St., Anaheim, Ca. 92805 
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Commitment 
RONALD WINTERS 

The future will belong to those who have the highest level 
of commitment. 

Our commitment as Christi21ns is to strive to live up to 
what God has called us to in any and all circumstances. The 
level of our commitment can be measured by the amount of 
opposition or hardship it would take to make us compromise 
God's standard in our lives. 

We live in an age of compromise. Various and sundry rea
sons have caused many of those who call themselves Chris
tians to give in on their commitment to Christ. One factor that 
I think we see becoming an increasing force towards com
promise is the state of our economy. lack of financial support 
has caused some groups to merge with other groups in order 
to have a broader financial base from which to draw support. 
This has caused them, in many cases, to compromise their 
standards to make them more appealing to the majority. In 
some cases, the attitude of the members has become one of 
demanding a vote on what doctrines will be followed in the 
church or they will withdraw their financial support. 

Even among churches of Christ, the motivation to "keep 
the peace" for financial reasons can sometimes be seen. An 
unwillingness to offend the hand that holds the contribution 
is, at times, a motivation to avoid certain topics in preaching 
or teaching. 

But the problem many do not recognize is that the path 
of compromise is the path of eventual death. Compromise 
may keep the contribution up temporarily, but when support 
is based on "having it my way" instead of commitment to 
Christ and his body, that group will eventually fall. 

As Christians, we must recognize that the problem is not 
a matter of finances but a matter of the level of our commit
ment to support the truth. 

The future will belong to those who have the highest level 
of commitment. It will belong to those who refuse to com
promise under the pressures of this world. Those who choose 
to uphold the truth spiritually, physically and financially will 
emerge victorious. 

But the question remains, what is our level of commitment 
to the body of Christ? Are we bending under the financial 
burdens we are trying to c;arry in

1 
our lives? Have the tempta

tions of a materialistic world caused us to compromise our 
financial commitment to God? In Malachi 3:8-10, God asks; 
"Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 
'How are we robbing thee? In your tithes and offerings. You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me; the whole 
nation of you. Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house; and thereby put me to the 

test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing bless
ing." Are we robbing God? The Jews gave a tenth of all they 
had to the Lord. Does our desire to do right, for that is what 
righteousness means, exceed that of the Jews in this area? 

It is not that I fear those who minister in the churches of 
Christ who lose their jobs for lack of financial support. Al
though that may happen. It is not even that I fear the churches 
of Christ will lose their buildings. Although that too may hap
pen. I do not fear these things, for I believe God when he said 
if we seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, he will 
provide for all our needs. My fear is that the golden rule of 
the world will begin to take over the church. That is the rule 
which says: "Those who have the gold make the rules." 

As Christians we cannot allow this to happen. But it will 
only be prevented when each individual Christian sees his 
need to support the body of Christ as a priority in his life. If 
what we say and what we do is controlled by the "almighty 
dollar" instead of the Almighty God, we have ceased to be 
his church or his people. In Jeremiah 6:13-15, God says; "For 
from the least to the greatest of them, every one is greedy 
for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, every one deals 
falsely. They have healed the wound of my people lightly, 
saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace. Were they 
ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were 
not at all ashamed; they did not know how to blush. There
fore they shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I 
punish them, they shall be overthrown, says the Lord." 

In Ecclesiastes 2:26, Solomon says: "For to the man who 
pleases him, God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but 
to the sinner he gives the work of gathering and heaping, only 
to give to one who pleases God." If churches of Christ main
tain a high level of commitment in their teaching, preaching 
and giving, the day may come when they will not need to 
build new buildings but simply take over the payments of 
defunct denominations. But, if we do not maintain this high 
level of commitment, it may be us who will be selling our 
buildings to someone else, as has already happened in some 
places. 

Which it shall be for today's Christians, I do not know. But 
1 do know that the church of Christ will go on. Because I 
know those in his church love him with all their heart, all 
their soul all their mind, and all their strength. The future 
belongs t~ them, for they have .the highest level of commit
ment. 

P.O. Box 1236, Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931 
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Why I Am Not a Charismatic 
ROCKY W. WOODSON 

1 have often been asked, 'why do you reject the Charis
matic experience as being from God?' Although I believe that 
such individuals are sincere in the.ir convictions I also believe 
that they are sincerely mistaken in what they believe to be the 
truth. Here are bu~ a few reasons to why I reject the Charis
matic movement. 

Rejection of Biblical Authority 
The authorative standard for the Charismatic is the Charis

matic 'experience.' This the Charismatic believes to be the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This experience authority is sub
jective in nature. The true Christian has an objective st~ndard 
that being the word of God. Notice that the true Christian: 
(1) Seeks to gain faith through the Word (Rom. 1 0:17). (2) 
Seeks the approval of God by rightly dividing the word of 
truth (2 Tim. 2:15). (3) Seeks to sanctify those in error by 
the truth not 'experience' (John 17:17). (4) Seeks to gain cor
rection through the word (2 Tim. 3:16-17). (5) Seeks to·abide 
to that which is true (Acts 17:11). (6) Seeks to prove all 
things (1 Thess. 5:21). (7) Seeks to contend for the faith that 
has been 'once and for all delivered to the Saints' (Jude 3). 
(8) Seeks to learn that which is able to save the soul (James 
1 :21). Biblical authority is objective not subjective in nature. 

Sanctions Unbiblical Ecumenism 
It is only right that all religious people should seek to be 

united. It is unfortunate that many Charismatics seek to have 
a form of unity which is contradictory to that which is taught 
in the word of God. The New Testament affirms that the true 
Christian must continue to seek and maintain a pure doctrine. 
Note Eph. 4:14; Col. 2:20; 1 Tim. 1:10; 4:1, 6, 13, 16; 2 Tim. 
3:16; Tit. 1 :9; 2:1, 10. jesus condemned the doctrines of men 
(Matt. 15:7-9; Mk. 7:6-7. Ecumenism seeks a counterfeit 
unity. This in itself is clear evidence to show that this is not 
a movement from God. How can these folks claim to be of 
God and in harmony with the Holy Spirit when many of their 
doctrines contradict that which the Spirit has revealed? 

How can the Spirit be working within the bodies which 
condemn each other, but yet each claim to have an 'ex
perience?' 

Failure to Understand the Purpose for Miracles 
Although many Charismatics claim to have a firm faith in 

the Biblical revelation as being the absolute in religious au
thority, in truth their doctrine completely undermines the ab
solute authority of the Scriptures. They fail to realize that 
miracles were accomplished to confirm new revelation 
coming in (Heb. 2:2-4; Mk. 16:20), (1) The authority of Jesus 
is confirmed by the miracles that he did (Acts 2:22). (2) The 
dispensation of grace to the jew and Gentile has been con
firmed by the miraculous. (Mk. 1 :14; 9:1; _Lk. 24:44f; Acts 1:8, 
15; 2:1-4, 33; 10:44ff; 11:15-18). I have yet to find the 
Charismatic who would show that miracles were to continue 
but that divine revelation was to cease. Why do they fail to 
see that Apostles and Prophets are also within the Charismatic 
context (1 Cor. 12:29)? The continuance of divine revelation 
is also within the context (1 Cor. 14:26). 

Even though the Charismatic may claim to be led by the 
word of God, in truth he is led by a subjective motivation. 
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The spirit is not guilty of self contradiction. The confusion 
that is evident with the Charismatics on this one point is 
clear evidence that they are not being led by the Spirit, 
either as individuals or as a movement. The Charismatic con
cept of unity constitutes a pernicious theology. 

Why No Demonstration 1 

It should be quite simple for such individuals to prove the 
validity of their belief. I have yet to meet a Charismatic who 
would submit himself to the test of Mark 16:17. "And these 
signs shall accompany them that believe: in my name shall 
they cast out demons; they shall take up serpents, and if 
they drink any deadly thing it shall in no wise hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover." I 
have offered several individuals an opportunity to show that 
they were believers, and if they really accept that Mark 16:17 
is applicable today they would brand themselves as unbe
lievers, for none have or would take up the offer. 

One individual stated that 'even if I were to raise the dead 
you would not believe.' By this statement I assumed that he 
supposea the ability to try the Spirit to see if it was from 
God (1 John 4:1). I responded, 'why not raise someone and 
then we can worry about my unbelief.' Needless to say, this 
sincere individual did not give me any reason to believe. 

These individuals should note that they are hiding their 
talents (Matt. 25:14ff). The Lord will be greatly displeased with 
such individuals. Can· one imagine a true apostle of Christ 
shying from such a responsibility? Usually the Charismatic 
will claim that great signs have been accomplished in the 
jungles. First, it is impossible to verify such happenings. 
Second, the Holy Spirit will not work to verify a doctrine of 
error. We ask, do you accept the testimony of a Catholic 
Charismatic who believes in the authority of the Pope? If 
such is the case then would you not be obligated to follow 
the truth of such a movement that can verify its work as being 
from God? 

This writer is a former Roman Catholic and the Scriptures 
do not support neither the existence or doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. I asked several charismatics, 'would 
it not be. a great sign to the glory of God for one of you to 
perform a great work at either the Vatican, the Kremlin, or 
Mecca during the Hajj?' The Biblical miracles were in many 
cases performed before many masses of people, why should 
not this be the case today? I have yet to receive an answer 
to this question. 

Conclusion 
The true Christian does not sin by setting forth the error of 

this movement. A person who is in this error should rejoice 
that he has received correction (Acts 18:26). Truth is never 
self contradictory, such individuals are obliged to demonstrate 
that their ability and doctrine is indeed from God. True love 
demands that one be obligated to act to the best interest of 
another individual. It has been well stated that love is not a 
wet noodle. Show me your faith and I will show you a 'faith 
that worketh by love' Gal. 5:6). 

Box 918, Stat. A, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies (4) 

ELMER L'ROY 

BIBLE TRANSLATION-THE YEAR OF BEGINNING 
What was the attitude of the brotherhood toward Chris

tians and the churches of Christ translating the Word of God 
when the decade of the 1970's dawned? We are surveying the 
Firm Foundation for the ten year period, and from what we 
find, it seems fair to say that the brotherhood had not given 
it much thought., 

Most of us were quite sure that printers and publishers 
were sufficiently profit motivated that they would print all 
the Bibles everyone could, or would, buy. We were also quite 
sure that the American Bible Society, the United Bible So
ciety and its associate worldwide, Wycliffe, and others had 
translated the Scriptures into just about all existing languages, 
and all we need do is send for a catalog and order what we 
wanted. 

This does not mean, however, that no one knew of the 
great need for the churches and our own Christian scholars 
to become involved in Bible translating. M. Norvel Young 
was writing at the end of the decade: 

But is the task of translating the Bible and distributing 
it all done? Translations of a portion of Scripture (often 
just one gospel) exist for probably nine-tenths of the 
people of the world, and there are only 179 languages 
which have the whole Bible, and only 212 which have 
the whole New Testament. The French academy lists 
2,796 different languages and dialects. So you can see 
how many people do not have any portion of Holy 
Scripture in their native tongue, and how many do not 
have the entire Bible. (February 20, 1979, p. 116.) 

At the beginning of the decade, j. D. Thomas was speaking 
clearly to this need. Concerning translating the Scriptures, he 
said, "We in the :church have not been doing it. ..• They 
(the Bible Societies) are actually doing the work which we 
as Christians should be doing." (November 3, 1970, p. 699.) 

American preachers and professors were largely occupied 
with the new English language versions. Remember that we 
called 1971 the Year of the Battle of the Versions. 

The following year, 1972, may very appropriately be called 
the Year of Beginning of Translation by the Church. Brethren 
in Italy were actively planning a great work for those of that 
language, a new translation of the Tibetan New Testament 
was proposed, and a translation of Luke-Acts in Farsi for 
Afghanistan and Iran was begun in 1972. 

A Modern Language Italian New Testament 
In the Firm Foundation news section on March 3, 1970, (p. 

142) plans for a modern language Italian New Testament were 
announced at a meeting of Christians from 18 Italian con
gregations in Genoa, Italy. According to this announcement, 
a new edition of the New Testament translated by two Italian 
scholars of the Church of Christ would soon be finished. The 
translators were ltalo Minestroni and Fausto Salvoni. 

Evidently it took a little longer than the translators and 
publishers thought it would to complete the Italian New 
Testament, for in the issue of May 30, 1972 (p. 346), it was 
announced that the first edition of the New Testament in 
modern speech translated by Fausto Salvoni and ltalo Mine-

stroni was at the time being printed in Genoa, Italy on 
presses operated by brethren. 

The Union Avenue Church of Christ, Memphis, Tennessee 
assumed oversight of an effort called "Bibles for Italy." Plans 
were related in the news story for a national distribution 
program to place 100,000 Bibles per year. The local churches 
were being supplied one-half million brochures to advertise 
the free New Testaments. Over $25,000 had been raised 
through the brotherhood for publicaton costs and distribu
tion expenses. 

The front page picture of the issue in which the announce
ment was made showed Italian b~ethren at the final commit
tee meeting on preparing the new translation. 

Tibetan New Testament 
Meanwhile, on the other side of the world Kent Martin in 

Kowloon, Hong Kong wrote a news release, "Tibet-Another 
Crack in the Wall of China," which was published on june 
6, 1972 (p. 362). It told of the Groton, Connecticut preacher 
Dr. Charles van Tuyl (doctorate in Tibetan religion and 
language) who wished to go to India or Nepal near the bor
der of Chinese controlled Tibet and work to evangelize the 
Tibetan people, hundreds of thousands of whom having fled 
their homeland were living in exile in the area. 

Among the preparations thought to be necessary by these 
men and the church in Groton were to translate literature 
and "re-translate parts of the Bible." It was explained that 
the Bible for Tibet was translated by an Englishman and the 
Tibetans 11claim it is difficult to understand." It was estimated 
that $100 per month would be adequate for the translating 
expenses, and brethren were invited to send funds through 
the Church of Christ in Groton. 

A most interesting historically rich follow-up story entitled 
"The Tibetan Mission" was published February 27, 1973 (pp. 
140, 141). Read it ,and it will tug at your heart. Pertinent to 
our survey is the reference to the need to translate the New 
Testament because the existing one "cannot be understood 
easily by the Tibetans, since it is written in archaic style." 
Something, incidentally, that is true of many, many foreign 
language Bibles. 

The Groton church asked for financial help from sister 
congregations and individual Christians to carry out the trans
lation project. If there is any other reference to the Tibetan 
translation proposal in the paper through 1979, we did not 
see it. I have no further information about this proposed work. 

Farsi Luke-Acts 
Stanley Morris, a former employee in the translation de

partment of the American Bible Society, and Aziz Amri, an 
Afghanistani Christian, translated Luke and Acts from the 
original Greek into Farsi (modern Persian) September 1972-
May 1973. The Firm Foundation announced the completion 
under the title, "Historic 'First' Scored by Bible Translators," 
August 7, 1973, p. 507. The first copies of Luke-Acts in Per
sian were presented to White Rock church in Dallas which 
supported Aziz Amri and Hillcrest church in Arlington which 
supported Stanley Morris. The translation work was done in 
facilities of the Arlington congregation. 
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What Are You Confessing-and Why? 
TERRY M. BLAKE 

James 5:16, "Confess your faults to one another and pray 
for one another that you may be healed . . ." is one of the 
most useful and valuable remedies which Christians have in 
dealing with their sins. Obviously, before the Christian can 
make such a confession, he or she must recognize the faults 
to be confessed. And no Christian ever lacked plenty of free 
advice from all directions on what those faults might be! All 
this can encourage the Christian to become TOO self
critical ... and this can be destructive to one's fellowship with 
the lord and fellow Christians in several ways. 

Dr. Richard Driscoll, in his article "Their Own Worst 
Enemies," (Psychology Today, 16:7 Jul '82, pp. 45-49), ob
served that self-critical people· make their statements of low 
self-esteem "not just because they sincerely believe them to 
be so, but also in order to accomplish something." (p. 45) 
It is just possible that some Christians with the sincerest in
tentions may be using their confessions of fault, whether to 
individuals or groups, as a tool for manipulating others or 
getting a personally desired reaction from them! Dr. Driscoll 
suggested the following examples, and we have made applica
tion to familiar situations observed among Christians. Our 
purpose is not to discourage the practice of confessing faults 
to one another, but to gain insight into the motives of these 
confessions. 

CONFESSIONS TO MOTIVATE ONESELF TO MORE ACTIVI
TY. "I don't do enough personal work . • ." or "I'm not a 
soul-winner ... " can be statements intended to spur the con
fessor to greater effort. But if the effort doesn't produce the 
expected result, its user comes away feeling more convinced 
of his unworthiness and more confirmed in self-deprecation. 
Here it is important for the Christian to reme.mber that he 
or she is not the only person involved in this worthwhile 
endeavor, and must remember that it is also "God who is at 
work in you, both to will and to do his good pleasure" (Phil. 
2:14, 15). 

CONFESSIONS OFFERED AS PROOF OF ONE'S "HU
MiliTY." When one confesses the same sins repeatedly or 
does a great deal of "confessing," he or she may be offering 
proof of a quality which they want to believe they have. This 
desired "humility" may be something to give them a feeling 
of self-esteem, or it may be a camouflage under which they 
can hide from responsibilities. Humility is thus used as a 
mask under which one may appear "spiritual" while being 
blissfully inactive in any kind of Christian activity! 

CONFESSIONS TO "SMOKE OUT" OTHER OFFENDERS. 
Dr. Driscoll observed, "In many situations, admitting one's 
guilt becomes a way of getting others to admit theirs. As a re
sult the guilt is diffused, and one gains in moral stature by 
having been the first to say, 'Yes, it was my fault.'" (p. 47) 

CONFESSIONS IN ORDER TO GET OTHERS TO "BACK 
OFF." This may be a way of saying, "I'll confess anything if 
you'll just leave me alone!" Or it may be a way of escaping 
responsibility: "I just can't HELP it." Su<;h a confession only 
postpones action on the problem, while perhaps taxing the 
confessior's inventiveness to devise a confession so final that 
it will hold everyone at arm's length: (Unreligious people 
sometimes claim to be atheists as this kind of defense against 
the efforts of Christian workers to evangelize them. A little 
direct questioning usually unmasks this quickly.) 

CONFESSION AS AN ANTIDOTE FOR lONEliNESS. "By 
being overly tough on themselves, people who feel lonely 
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and unloved invite their friends and acquaintances to reassure 
them of their worth, noted Dr. Driscoll, and he continued: 
"Sympathy-seeking self-critics tend to be hard on their 
friends ... as long as friends keep attending to them, they 
need not do anything to change their situation ... It is a cycle 
that can be broken only when the self-critic moves beyond 
egocentric unhappiness and learns to talk with people about 
something other than his or her problems." (p. 48) 

What is needed, then, is for us to have insight into our 
own motives for self-criticism, the realization that people "do 
not condemn themselves merely because they believe that 
they are stupid or incompetent, but always to accomplish 
something ... Understanding the reasons for being self-critical 
is the first step in altering those reasons and breaking the 
pattern." (p. 49) Preachers can contribute a great deal to this 
in many practical ways: 

Reverse the trend of "responding to the invitation be
cause somebody's gotta confess something!" It is an invita
tion. from Christ, not a subpoena! Responses to the invita
tion are not and never have been a device for the 
aggrandizement of the preacher! 

Emphasize the grace of God applied to our faults, encour
aging the belief that Jesus' blood atones for these flaws. 
More teaching could be done profitably upon the mechanics 
of divine pardon both for Christians and for the unconverted 
sinner. 

Insist upon full forgiveness by Christians to each other! 
Eternity· will probably reveal that a tragic number of erst
while believers who "quit the church" did so because they 
refused to forgive others! The assurance of forgiveness by 
other Christians removes both the fear of the 11risk" of con
fessing faults, and the craving for recognition which some
times motivates those confessions. 

Clarify to the church over and over again the motive for 
confession of faults and who forgives what. Christians are not 
obligated to forgive sins: only God can do that. They are 
obligated to forgive the sinner. A public confession is NOT a 
sacramental absolving of the sinner by the congregation, re
lieving him or her of personally being reconciled to an 
estranged fellow Christian or correcting whatever was con
fessed. Our confessions must not be allowed to become a 
substitute for repentance, must be taught as a manifestation 
and declaration of repentance . 

Finally-encourage Christians to FORGIVE THEMSELVES! 
1315 W. Bristol Road, Flint, MJ48507 

"Without Fear of Molestation" 
RICHARD CORUM 

When we study the Bible with non-Christians we often 
encourage them to question their belief, to be open minded, 
and to keep searching. That's great, and when people do that 
they greatly enhance their quest for truth. 

I am a young gospel preacher and I have questions, and 
yes even doubts. Unfortunately to voice my doubts and 
questions is not so welcomed. To question is often to be 
held suspect. The brother who is accused of sending forth 
an "uncertain sound" is often the brother who just has ques
tions. He is not trying to destroy the brotherhood; he is just 
a truth seeker with legitimate questions, and he needs some 
help. We have all heard in a prayer the statement that thanks 
God for the blessing of assembling "without fear of molesta
tion." It would be wonderful if we could question without 
fear of molestation. 1490 Campbell St., Jackson Tennes ~ 
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"Oh, and we also have a radio pro
gram on the local station here which of 
course, we want to continue with you 
doing the preaching." With that state
men or one very similar., many a new 
minister of a local congregation learns 
about the radio program he is to be. re
sponsible for. The assumption is that 
every preacher automatically knows how 
to use the radio medium effectively. 

Regardless of the expertise of the 
preacher, a periodic reevaluation of the 
radio program is important to increase 
its effectiveness. A simple four area 
check list is helpful in beginning a re
evaluation. Consider: the Purpose, the 
Tone, the Length and the Time-or 
P.T.L.T. 

P-The Purpose. A religious radio 
program must have only one purpose: 
either to inform the non-believer or to 
further educate the church-goer and be
liever. An effective program cannot do 
both. The vast majority of radio pro
grams supported by the church claim to 
be reaching the lost, or the nonbeliever. 
To do this, the nonbelievers must be met 
on his interest level. He is not concerned 
with major doctrinal issues or subtle dif
ferences of belief. He is interested in his 
own personal needs and that is where 
the radio program should direct itself. 
Basic everyday problems, frustrations 
and ideas effect the nonbeliever and 
these are the elements a radio program 
can minister to. Loneliness, anger, re
jection, coping, trusting others are just 
some of the multitudinous topics that 
can be touched on. It must be remem
bered that the nonbeliever is not en
meshed in religious tenets and cliches; 
he is looking for answers, even partial 
answers, to the problems he faces in his 
life. 
Too often, a radio program claiming to 
be directed to a nonbeliever, becomes 
derailed into discussing theological 
theories and traditional doctrine which 
only a believer with his background and 
knowledge, can appreciate. When this 
happens, the nonbeliever feels shunted 
aside and will move on, continuing to 
search for ways to deal with his situa
tion. Obviously a program whose pur
pose is to serve the nonbeliever should 
always be directed to nonbelievers. 

T-The Tone. Too often the radio pro
gram is used as an instrument to "preach 
at" someone. Radio is an intimate medi
um. It is right in the ear of the listener. 
No one, especially a nonbeliever wants 
to be "preached at" or 111ectured to." 
When this happens, the minister is in 
actuality preaching at a microphone
his audience has turned the dial to an
other station. Effective tone and style 
is reflected in the warmth of the con
versational approach. A minister should 
think of some close friend and imagine 
he is talking with that friend as he 
delivers his message. Two other ele
ments might be of help. First, smile 
while speaking. Although the audience 
cannot see the smile, the psychological 
imprint it makes on the minister's vocal 
delivery will cause the audience to hear 
and 11feei" the friendliness the smile 
implies. Secondly, use conversational 

The 
Ministry 
of Radio 

BILLY G. BRANT 

language. The language used by many 
preachers, perhaps because of their 
background and beliefs, is stilted and 
"gothic." While the King james Version 
of the Bible is familiar and in many 
cases beautiful to hear, it was written 
in an old English dialect. Many non
believers have difficulty making modern 
day application to words and phrases 
that are foreign and obviously "old." 
Jesus taught in parables and the apostles 
took care to make their message clearly 
understandable for their audiences. 
Some of the modern accurate transla
tions such has the New International 
Version (NIV) add greatly to modern 
comprehension of the bibhcal text. 

L-The Length. There is an old rule of 
thumb in radio: the shorter and the 
more distinctive, the better. Radio today 
is considered a background medium. 
People hear it while doing other things. 
The attention span of the average radio 
listerner is short. He listens-does some
thing-then listens again in short spurts 
of time. To capitalize on this fact of 
radio life, the message must be distinc
tively different from the other program
ming around it and should be as short 
as possible. The distinctiveness can be 
very aptly handled in the intensity, seri
ousness or the sound effects used to 
accompany the message. 

In current radio usage, most profes
sional broadcasters and religious broad
casters agree that the 30 and the 60 
second "spot" announcements seem to 
be the most efficient methods of mes
sage projection to the audience. These 
minute and half-minute messages are 
long enough to transmit the basic ideas 
desired but not long enough to bore 
the audience. Heartbeat, featuring Lan
don Saunders, uses this approach as does 
Reason, by Don Woodruff of Phoenix, 
Arizona, and Soul Talk supported by the 
University Church of Christ in Denver, 
Colorado. 

Yet most radio programs supported by 
local congregations seem to be either 5 
minutes or 15 minutes in length. Some 
programs are daily; others are weekly. 

The five minute program can still be 
effective with just one speaker if that 
speaker does two things: 1) talk sincerely 
about the nonbeliever's basic human 
needs and 2) subtly but firmly show 
scriptural connection to those needs. To 

a large extent the speaker's dynamics 
and warmth will aid m keeping the au
dience's attention tuned to the content 
of the program. 

The fifteen minute program is ex
tremely difficult to do well. When was 
the last time that someone sat down and 
listened intently to a radio program for 
a solid 15 minutes? Most people do not 
listen that long regardless of the message 
content. Thus to keep the audience's 
attention, the program must feature a 
variety of things other than one man 
talking. Ways of adding this variecy 
might be inclusion of songs that coincide 
with the message, an interview with 
someone who is intimately familiar with 
the topic or simply having another voice 
read the scriptural passages mentioned 
in the program. Variety is the key to the 
success of this type of program. 

T-Time of day. One major miscon
ception is that the best time of day to air 
a religious program is Sunday morning. 
In actuality that is the worst time for 
raeching the nonbeliever. Broadcasters 
refer to Sunday morning as "the Sun
day Morning Ghetto" because there are 
so few people listening and those that 
are generally have religious orientations. 

Obviously the best time to present the 
message is when the most people are 
listening and this in radio is called 
"drive time," the time that people are 
driving to and from work. Generally this 
is 6:30-8:30 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 

There is one exception to this prin
ciple of aiming at "dnve time" and that's 
when the type of audience sought in a 
specific locale might be listening to a 
specific type of show. An example of this 
might be when a church wants to direct 
its message to those in the 65 and older 
age group and it is known that on the 
local radio station, more people in that 
age group listen to the noon news pro
gram than to any other program at any 
other time of day. This concept is called 
"targeting your audience." 

While P.T.L.T. is a good check list for 
reevaluation, there is an element neces
sary in every religious radio program for 
it to really obtain its desired results. 
There should be built in to every pro
gram a method of follow-up. Just hearing 
the message will do little unless the 
hearer can be contacted in some way by 
a believer. Radio does not convert souls; 
coming to the conviction of God's mes
sage by personal study, faith, and ac
ceptance is conversion. Each radio p_ro
gram should adopt a means of makmg 
contact with its audience. Phone num
bers to Bible Call systems, addresses 
from which to obtain Bible correspon
dence courses or copies of the message 
itself, or even phone numbers for per
sonal counseling are useful ways of 
follow-up. It is imperative that those who 
hear the radio program be touched by 
the helping hand of a believer. 

The radio program of every local con
gregation can be a fantastic ~venue ~f 
ministry but most importantly 1t c~n a1d 
in guiding souls to jesus who d1ed so 
that all could live. 
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''EVANGELISM And The FAMILY'' 

Eleventh Annual 
IBC Evangelism 

Workshop 

..._ 

September 
23-25 
1982 

Hear Over 40 Outstanding Speakers: 
Kent Allen 
C. W. Bradley 
Gary Bradley 
Hugh Campbell 
Charles Coil 
Bill Cox 
Jerry Davidson 
Jimmy Dorris 
Bob Duncan 
Bill Flatt 
John Gipson 

Buck Hall 
Bob Hare 
R.N. Hogan 
Elvis Huffard 
Nelma lvey 
Dennis Jones 
Gilbert Kretzer 
Patsy Loden 
Herschel McFarlen 
J . A. McNutt 
Tom Marshall 

Jim Massey 
Joyce Massey 
Jim Martin 
K. K. Mitchell 
James Moffett 
Basil Overton 
Ernest Petty 
David Pharr 
Winston Phifer 
Lamar Plunket 
Neale Pryor 

Clifford Reel 
Billy Ringold 
John Simpson 
David Short 
Leon Smith 
Harold Taylor 
David Underwood 
Joe Van Dyke 
Vurel Vick 
David Wheeler 

WRITE O R CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON1 
complete program- free houalng and camper apace- area motel Information 

INTE.RNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. O . .. BOX IBC FLORENCE, ALABAMA 205-766-6610 

The People's New Testament 
With Explanatory Notes 

By B. W. JOHNSON 

This very popular commentary meets the general 

demand for a commentary on the entire New Testament 

with notes complete enough to make the meaning clear, 

and yet concise enough to come in a practical size. The 

King James and Revised Version (1891 Revision) are 

both given on all passages, with explanatory notes and 

many other helps, such as extensive references, introduc

tion ~.o each book, a harmony of the Gospels, colored 

maps, and chapter summaries. 

Here is a commentary designed for general, popular 

use. For p1any years this New Testament Commentary 

was available in two volumes only. The two volume set is 

still available, as well as the complete one-volume edition 

printed from the same printing plates on a thinner Bible 

type paper. 

THE MOST POPULAR SINGLE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT 

COMMENTARY IN PRINT! 
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.... 
.......... 

...... , rt 

... ~ _ ... 

Vol. 1-Gospels and Acts ...................... S7.00 

Vol. 2-Epistles and Revelation ....... ... . . ... . . $7.00 

Complete in One Volume ....................... S 11.50 

Order from: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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SUNSET WORLD EVANGELISM FORUM 

The fifteenth annual World Evan
gelism Forum hosted by the Sunset 
Church in lubbock, Texas, will be held 
this year from October 22-24. The new 
date postpones the Forum about a 
month from past traditional dates. 

This year's Forum will be novel in that 
all the speakers will be foreigners, non
American preachers from several na
tions outside the United States. Some of 
their messages will require translators. 
They will all contribute to the develop
ment of one theme: " ... AND THERE 
THEY PREACHED THE GOSPEL" The 
men who will speak during this Forum 
will be converts to the cause of Christ
converts made by missionaries sent from 
the States-converts who have con
tinued to preach "THERE" even after the 
missionaries have gone home. 

The Homecoming of Sunset School 
of Preaching will be October 20-21. This 
will encourage more ex-students to at
tend the Forum. Also the annual lub
bock Christian College lectureship will 
be the same week-from October 17-20. 
Their theme is to be: "COME, LORD 
JESUS." And the Broadway Ch_urch of 
Christ in lubbock will be hosting its an
nual Youth Minister's Workshop from 
October 18-21. 

For further information write Gerald 
Paden, Sunset Church of Christ, lub
bock, Texas. 

------o---
Re prints of any single page article appearing 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ies n(u accepted. 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 

Continental U.S. 1·800-531-5227 

Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

2nd ANNUAL ·' 

GOLDEN AGERS' CAMP 
SEPTEMBER 26-0CTOBER 2 

Camp Bandina is located in the beautiful hill country 
of Texas near San Antonio. Gather with many other 
Senior Citizens from throughout the brotherhood. 
For more information, write BUCK GRIFFITH, 4420 
S. Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTAcr: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single$45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 
Write or call for details. 
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TEXAS CHURCHES JOIN 
IN WBTC SPONSORSHIP 

The Richland Hills Church of Christ, 
Fort Worth, Texas accepted th e sponsor
ship of World Bible Translation Center 
on june 1, 1982, according to an an
nouncement by the elders of Rich land 
Hills congregation and Hillcrest Church 
of Christ in Arlington. A special Sunday 
evening joint assembly of the members 
of the two congregations on june 13 
formally marked the transfer of respon
sibilities. 

This historic and ab ly planned service 
was instructive and inspirational. Its spirit 
was optimistic and exciting. The assem
bly leaders expressed their feelings of 
joy and spoke prayers of deep grati tude 
to God for His blessings in developing 
and guiding the translation ministry since 
its inception. 

The bond of warm fe llowship and 
Christian love as the two congregations 
mixed together was as del ightful as it 
was spontaneous. It was like the im
mediate friendsh ip of David and 
jonathan. 

Contacts between the two neighbor
ing congregations during the past few 
years led to some close t ies developing 
in the last six months through the pub
l ication and distribution of the mis
sionary edition of the New Easy-to-Read 
New Testament. Richland Hills saw 
World Bible Translation Center as a great 
mission m inistry of such sign ificance and 

importance that they wanted to be in
vo lved in it. 

The World Bible Translation Center 
now enters a new phase of its develop
ment under the oversight of Richland 
Hills. Already new doors of opportunity 
are opening, and expanded translation 
efforts are planned. The prayerful sup
port of brethren across the country is 
now needed to help reach a larger num
ber of people with the message of God. 

WORLD'S FAIR 
See the Churches of Christ pavilion 

Use this coupon for 
'h price. Second night at the 

All new MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 db!. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588-1982 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 

IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a glassllke appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 
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Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YfAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ern~rs 
cbcu~cbes q: CbR.fst: 

fnsaR.ance f}R.CXJP 

* E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEAlTH PlAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) .. ... .. ....... ... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual ............ .. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) .... . Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene
fi ts paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY' S APPROVAL 
This i s not a contract , but rathe r a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving t he detail s of 
coverage can be found in the group book· 
Jets. 

Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1-713-376-8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Somewhere Missionaries Are Waiting 
For The Tracts They Have Asked For. 

1,800 POUNDS -- READY TO GO! 
One thousand eight hundred pounds of literature sits and waits for postage. This is 
material ready t o go to many mission fie lds, including Peru, Argentina, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Mex ico and parts of the West Indies. Every package has proper mail ing 
labels and custom st ickers . 

MOST MISSIONARIES AND ALL NATIVE WORKERS ARE 
WITHOUT ADEQUATE FUNDS FOR LITERATURE. 

Somewhere a non-Christian , w it h an open mind, is waiting. 

Is th is something you would enjoy helping us do? A total of at least $2,000.00 wi ll 
be needed to mail all t he packages but we would be grateful for any amount you could 
send . 

SPANISH LITERATURE MINISTRY 
Draw er W 

Wichita Falls , Texas 76308-0095 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
THERE'S NO NUT LIKE A BRAZIL NUT. 

Glover Shipp. Choate. 224 p. $8.00 
A personalized history of the struggles 

and triumph of a team of missionaries 
over the past ten years in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil. Written by one of the leaders of 
the team, this account of experiences in 
a mission field should become required 
reading for all who are planning to spend 
their lives in such a field. Written by an 
excellent writer, this story has it all
pathos, humor, exaltation-everything. 

ANABAPJISM IN OUTLINE. Walter Klaas
sen. Herald Press. 360p. $17.95 
This is one in a series of books de

signed to make available in English a 
scholarly and critical edition of the pri
mary works of Anabaptist and Free 
church writers of the fifteenth, sixteenth 

and early seventeenth centuries. This 
book brings together key comments by 
a variety of Anabaptist scholars on a 
number of subjects mcluding The Work 
of God in Man, The Holy Spirit, The 
Church, Baptism, The Lord's Supper, etc. 
A good edition to your library. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. Eldred 
Stevens. ESP. 289p. $9.50 
Fifty extended outlines dealing with 

the teachings of the Sermon on the 
Mount, which is the constitution of the 
Christian Religion. Thought provoking 
and penetrating. Enough ideas for a 
thousand sermons. 

DISCIPLE MAKER. Albert Kurz. Moody. 
8Y2X11 Punched. 190p. $9.95 
Here is a 27 lesson workshop designed 

to mature believers and to make them 
capable of. producing otner believers. A 
step-by-step study of how to conduct 
home Bjble studies or small discussion 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Lakeview Christian HoiDe 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

~~In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

groups. Some excellent material. Some 
with which you will not agree. There is 
a separate section for every day of the 
student's life. Usin~ this book effectively 
depends upon ones willingness to study 
it for a short time every day. Digging into 
the word does mature one. 

-~ Firm FoundaUon auh•crlpUon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary &drt. 

THE SCHOOL FOR YOU! 
Learn to win souls in a one-year internship. 
Qualify to be a full-time PERSONAL WORK
ER or PERSONAL WORK DIRECTOR. Send 
for details to School of Personal Evange
lism, at Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman 
Avenue, P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn , 
38122. Phone: (901) 32~831 or (901) 324-
0120. NO TUITION. 

40TH ANNIVERSARY HOMECOMING 
The Lincoln Church of Christ, 
5640 Vine Street, Lincoln, NE 
will celebrate its 40th Anni
versary Sept. 3-5, featuring 
former minister, HaWl Kite, 
as the speaker. All former 
members and ministers are 
invited to attend. For lod
ging write: Lincoln Church 
of Christ, 820 N. 56th, Lin
coln, NE 68504 (466-3113) 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

EDITORIAL 
POUCY STATEMENT 

It shall be the sole purpose of this 
paper to launch an intensive Bible 
study for spiritual development. We, 
a1 the editorial staff, lhall strive to 
challenge and Improve the exegetical 
abilities of concerned people by 
presenting Mticles that cause us to 
think and sharpen our understand
Ing of the challenge of the gospel. 
Our basic: principle is to revere: 
the Deity of Jesus Christ; the inspi· 
ration of the Holy Scri}Stures; the 
absoluteness of the saving power of 
the gospel of Christ. 

IRe ezenefe ~ ... a new monthly paper designed to edify 0 teachers, preachers, elders, and all serious 
Bible students. 
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BIBUCAL EXEGESIS 
BIBLICAL WORD STUDIES 
BIBLICAL GRAMMAR 

The editor of "the Exegete" is Don White. Each month he 
will be assisted by a specia) guest editorial by one of the 
following men: Mike Armour, John Carroll Brown, James 
Ferguson, Sr., Jerry Harvill, Preston Massey, Frank Pack, 
Harvey Porter, and Tom Sibley. 

r--------------------1 the Exegete 
I 2812 Harbour Dr. 
I Antioch, CA 94509 
I 

($6.00 for each 
1-year subscription). 

~Name ________________________ _ 

I Address-----------

~City, State, ZiP-----------------
1 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 

Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 616-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 812 Bellfield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designod especially to accommodate con~tregationa 

advertiaing meeting placea, preacher& seeking work or congregations seeking preaebers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Looking for caretaker job for a Christian camp. Can 
give good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Maintenance experience, painting, electrical, tractor 
driving, ditching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Weldin(~, care of fish pond, swimming pool, 
horse wrangling. Also seven years experience with 
young people In children homes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 years. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children al married to Christian mates). Call 806-
793·8475 or write: "J, Box Holder," P.O. Box 28801, 
lubbock, TX 79407. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLIC.AaL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Mission& 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
Evangelist/Minister sought: For new congregation, 
South. Calif. City of San Marcos. Near junior College, 
in town of about 17,000. Full support, house available. 
Contact-Palomar church of Christ, P.O. Box 27393, 
Escondido, Calif. 714/745-1168. 
OHA.THA.M, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn J;blndolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BA.Y AREA. SCDOOL OF PREA.CBING 
11800 DubliD Road 

Plea8aDton, callfonaJa 94588 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-191!0 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 llauala RQ., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaters: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

------::-::P=::au:::l~H;;,::arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 220G E, ltlorgaD A.ve., 
U.S. 460 East Oppoalte K-Mart. Office 4'1'1· 
52'11. Bobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-40S6. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good_pay and bene· 
fits. If Interested, l'Ontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or cnll 707/448-3657 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephena, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YU!IA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:3il p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. WPrl. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79/l-2811. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers In a city of 500,000 and only one sister congreRa· 
tion, Is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape·A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. M'.;,-an_u_e....,.h:-'to......,.N-:-a-v-aj=-o--=c:-h::-ild":"r_e_n.,..'s 
Home Is accepting applications for houseparents and 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical Insurance, retirement insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1·505-C63-55:::::3~0.~,.---

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
1 Bdrm Apt. (Sleeps 4), less than 1 mile from Fair, 
$60 night, Call 615/523-0559 after 10:00 P.M. EST or 
write John Thetford, 1704 Highland, Knoxville, TN 
37916. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402·245-22S1 or AC 402-
245-5857. 
COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST TRS 80 
Bible lessons on cassette. Home, Sunday School, VBS. 
Send SASE for details. VEPCO, 200 Juniper Ave., 
Merritt Island, Fl 32952. 
The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean· 
ingful and productive in serving Christ. located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586·4557. 
Minister Wanted: Mature Experienced man wanted for 
a small (125) congregation in northwest Arkansas, 
House and Salary. Contact: Elders, Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 581, Paris, AR 72855. 
Young Wisconsin congregation is looking for a mission
minded overseer church to help in the partial support 
of its vocational missionary going full time. This work 
is backed by two other vocational missionary families 
and is evangelistic, well organized and is helping to 
establish other congregations in our unevangelized state. 
lhis is the only church of Christ in our eight county 
~~~~4:;:~se phone Roger, 1-608-685·4997, or Jr., 1-715-

High Plains Children's Home is ·desiring to employ 
a Christian couple, who wants to serve the lord caring 
for abused and neglected children in a residential 
setting. Experience helpful, but not essential. Com
petitive salary plus insurance and room and board 
~rovided. Contact Jim Key at 806·355·6588 or write 
T~~~s ~~~~~.Children's Home, P.O. Box 7448, Amarillo, 

For Sale-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all in 
very good condition. $100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836-8044. 
FOR SALE: First Mortgage Bonds 14%. Compound 
Interest. Dated January 1, 1982. For prospectus: Call 
(617) 775-6572 or (617) 775-S178. Write: Cape Cod 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 727, Hyanis, MA 02601. 
Preacher of 28 years experience seeks Texas relocation. 
Ten years at present congregation; local elders as 
reference. H. G. Hunt, 311 Dove Creek, Round Rock, 
Tx. 78664. Or, call (512) 255-2278 after 10:00 p.m. 
WANTED: one oilwell (or other financial backing) for 
foreign mission effort resulting in one conversion for 
every $25 spent. Contact Missions, P.O. Box 966, VIc
torville, CA 92392. 
Wanted, woman's counselor for campus ministry. Send 
photo and resume to: DeKalb C of C, Box 334, De
Kalb, ll. 60115. Position available Jan. 1, 1983. 
Experienced minister needed for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
miles from Yosemite National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60·70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, 5940 E. Woodland, Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 723-1811. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation in Grand Island, Nebraska. The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an average 
attendance of 60 to a 135 avera~e in the past two 
years. Our goal is to continue th1s growth pattern in 
the future. If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68824. 

HELP. I am a Gospel preacher who desires to locate. 
My name is Greg Carpenter, I am 27, married, and 
have two children. I am a graduate of Brown Trail 
Preacher Training School. Home phone: 1·817-281-4218. 
Address: 5733 Marlene, Fort Worth, Texas 76117. 

LARIMORE BOOKS WANTED letters & Sermons; l. & 
His Boys; life letters and Sermons; Our Corner Book; 
Hearthstone Echoes. Doug Foster, 4109 Gallatin Rd., 
Nashville, TN 37216. 

PREACHER WANTED NOW FOR EVANGELISTIC MIND
ED CONGREGATION IN ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA. 
(OVER 110 BAPTISMS IN· LAST 20 MONTHS). HOUSE 
FURNISHED, SALARY NEGOTIABLE. NEED MAN WITH 
EXPERIENCE, TO WORK WITH FOUR ELDERS IN A 
FAST GROWING AREA. CONGREGATION IS 28 YEARS 
OLD. SEND RESUME, TAPED SERMON AND PHOTO 
TO: ELDERS: NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

6329 9th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33702 

Call: CHARLES HASLAM FOR MORE DETAILS. (813) 
822-8616 or (813) 321-3285. 
Commentaries for sale: Practically new G.A. New 
Testament Commentaries, 14 volumes. Today's market 
value is $120. Will sell for $80. And the 16 volume 
Barnes Notes Old Testament commentaries value of 
$180 for $120. Write Troy Yandell, Box 65, Farris, OK 
74542. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYI 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 

Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Call 
T. A. Grice at (817) 893-5852. 

INVE8TIGA.TEI The Firm FouDdatloD 
trle. to •creeD advertlaiDK, DDd will Dot 
kDowiDglJ' take que•tloDable adverti•IDK· 
Out It I• the reader'• re•poD8Iblllt7 to ID• 
vestlgate. Like nDJ' other paper, we •ome• 
tlme• unwlttlngl7' run aD uDworthT ad. 
&a the old •aTIDg soe•, before 700 IDve•t. 
IDve•tl.rater 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully seated so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

OWASSO Sl:HOOL OF BIBLil:AL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

*Bible Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experienced Qualified Faculty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition * Ideally located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Applications Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred Literature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and is overseen by its elders. 
For More Information Write or Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School of Biblical Studies 
Box 6596 
Tulsa, OK 74156 

PHONE: 1-918-425·8869 Fall Semester Begins 
September 11, 1982 
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26th Annual Bible Lectureship 

Lubbock Christian College 

October 17-20, 1982 

Norvel Young 
Grant Standeffer 

Furman Kearley 
Ben Mereness Robert Oglesby 

Charles B. Stephenson Leon Crouch 

Lemuel Phillips Gerald Stewart 

Steven Lemley Burton Coffman 

Harvey Porter Jerry Jones Dale Wells 

Dale Andrews Bruce Logue 

Also the week of Oct. 17-24: Youth Minis ter 's Seminar, the Sunset World Missions Forum, Come for the week. and the Spanish Lectureship. 
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EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOl OF PREACHING, THE EAST TEN
NESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING and Missions has just grad
uated its tenth class of students. A total of 82 men have been 
trained for preaching the gospel and sent fort~ to do the work 
of evangelists. Students come to the Knoxv11le school fr?m 
throughout the Eastern United States. The 1982 graduatmg 
class and faculty are pictured here. 

Austin, Texas, September 7, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

In Areas of Silence ................... . ............ . .. 2 
Plucking Colored Feathers-Fudge ....... . .............. 3 
- Abundant Life--God's Quest for Man-Tabor .......... 4 
Fear-a Great Victory-Cook ......................... . 5 
The "Christian Church" Name--Estes .............. ..... 6 
Bible Translating And Distributing (5)-L'Roy .......... . . 7 
Shooting up the Town, or Men- Moser . . ................ 8 
Another Look at the Body Concept-Young ........... ... 8 
Rules for Writing-Land ............................... 8 
The Importance of the Bible Class-Baker ................ 9 



Jrl.Areas of Silence 

There is little difference of opinion among us as to 
the binqing nature of the Scriptures. If the Bible is the 
word of God, then we ought by all means to go by it. 
There is no use to have a Bible if its precepts do not 
bind us. Our problem has never been with whether we 
should obey the scriptures. 

Restoration heirs have had problems with whether 
there are limitations imposed by the silence of the Scrip
tures. In other words, when God's word goes so far 
and stops, are we free to venture beyond? Some have 
held that we are to speak where the Bible speaks and 
we are to be silent where the Bible is silent. Others have 
just as vehemently declared that we are free to speak 
where the Bible speaks and that where the Bible is silent 
we are also free to use our own judgement. With them 
anything the Bible does not specifically condemn is al
lowable. With the others anything the Bible does not 
specifically command we are not at liberty to practice. 

Really, this difference in religious philosophy is much 
older than the Restoration Movement in America. Martin 
luther held the position that anything not expressly 
contradicted by Scripture was allowable, while Zwingli 
believed that we should abolish everything not expressly 
enjoined in the Scriptures. Possibly the Restoration pio
neers borrowed from both. 

We favor Zwingli because it can be shown that every 
innovation that has ever occurred, occurred at the point 
of "going onward and abiding not in the doctrine of 
Christ." Everything from Popes to instrumental music 
came into the stream under the guise of human liberty 
to innovate where the Scriptures do not specifically 
legislate. We believe it is a sound principle that the 
revelation of God is both inclusive and exclusive. It 
would be hard to think of God's law being open ended 
at one end while completely closed at the other. Every 
command includes whatever is needful for keeping the 
command. Had he wanted us to do other things he 
would have commanded them. What God has com
manded we can safely do. It is at least presumptuous 
to do what God has not commanded us to do. 

The human will to do what we want to do is best il
lustrated by the continual "The Bible doesn't say not to 
have it "that we hear. Most "strange fire" offered on 
today's altars is offered under the banner of "the Bible 
doesn't forbid it." 

In Psalms 19, David seems to say that the GREAT 
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tRANSGRESSION is that of presumption. What is Pre
sumption? It is the institution of one's own will or judge
ment in an area where judgment is exercised by another. 
We presume a thing is all right when we have no indi
cation that it is except our own will or wish. We engage 
in it not because it is God's will but because it is our 
wish. This is really the great transgression because it 
substitutes the human will for the Divine will. If pre
sumption is not a sin at one point it is not a sin at any 
point. If presumption can replace Divine law we do not 
need a Bible. Really this great transgression is at the 
heart of every transgression. 

It would seem a simple thing to do to choose the 
Zwingli philosophy, since it presents an infallibly safe 
course to pursue. We could not do wrong if we were 
silent where the Bible is silent. But it isn't that simple. 
Zealous Restorationists have applied this principle to 
every practice known to man, with the final result of 
reducing the lord's work to the lowest common de
nominator. Some will not allow Bible school conducted 
in classes because the Bible has not said thou shalt di
vide the ·assembly into classes, while others have split 
the church over fermented wine in the lord's supper. 
We even have some "upper room" people because the 
Bible mentions some meeting there, and so we have 
an "approved example." 

We believe that there is an over-ruling principle in
volved here. Unless a practice violates a .principle of 
expressed law it is an expedient that may or may not 
be used. The use of classes or unfermented grape juice 
violates no such principle. Therefore they are "scrip
tural" in that they fall within the limits of the law. Mis
sionary societies and Instrumental music, we believe, do 
violate certain expressed laws regarding the mission and 
government of the church, and the divine regulation 
governing worship. The Scriptures are silent in these 
specific areas for a purpose. Unless Bible schools and 
instrumental music fall into separate categories they 
must stand or fall together. Those who believe that 
where God has not spoken we are free to act, lump 
them together. For some of the rest of us there is a dis
tinct difference. We. do not believe that going beyond 
that which is written in the missionary society, which 
violates the law regarding church government, can justi
fy a failure to fit teaching to the levels of comprehension 
in Bible classes. 
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!Plucking Colored Feathers 
When the Corinthian Church of God 

fell into the ditch of sectarianism and 
got torn by denominational briars, the 
Apostle Paul wrote them' a letter. His 
remedy came in two doses. First, he said, 
Christ is "one," and Christians' attitude 
toward themselves and each other 
should reflect that fact. All believers 
should share a common and single al
legiance to jesus-and each should love 
and accept all others who also serve him. 

Second, since all truth is from God, 
Christians should neither hoard any spe
cial trust as being their private posses
sion, nor hesitate to benefit by any truth 
another disciple might have found first. 
Perhaps a chief cause of "partyism" is 
carnal pride. "No more boasting about 
men!" Paul exclaims. "All things are 
yours-whether Paul or Apollos or Ce
phas." We need to hear Paul still today. 
Alexander Campbell did, saying that he 
felt free to fluck feathers for his hat 
from birds o many colors. 

Ours is a time of great religious ac
tivity-intellectually, emotionally, litur
gically and practically. Perhaps there was 
a time when one could make generali
zations about specific religious denomi
nations, but that time is largely past. 
Old handbooks and manuals are out of 
date. Fresh currents are flowing. Cross
pollination takes place everywhere. 
Christianity of 1982 has a new face. If 
we are to act responsibly in our own 
generation we must know this at the be
ginning. And if we are to profit by all 
God's truth, we must be ready to claim it 
and rejoice in it, no matter who says it 
first. To do otherwise leads only to stag
nation, isolationism, sectarianism and a 
cultic mentality. 
. In this article, I wish to briefly men

tion some contemporary currents of 
which we would do well to be aware. I 
will also make a short statement of ap
praisal. All this is based on personal 
observation and reflection, of course, 
and is offered on that basis only. Others 
might wish to increase the list, or change 
the evaluations. These currents overlap 
at times. None exists in a vacuum. One 
finds many combinations. 

Mainstream evangelicalism. This cur
rent represents a general consensus, 
without denominational distinctives, of 
modern evangelical protestantism. 
"Evangelical" is a general term defining 
the territory roughly between "funda
mentalism" on one side and "liberal" on 
the other. Wheaton College in Illinois, 
Gordan-Conwell College and Seminary 
in Massachusetts and Fuller Seminary in 
California are leading schools that fit this 
description. "Christianity Today" would 
be a representative paper. These be
lievers often work together in associa
tions such as the Evangelical Theological 
Society or the National Association of 
Evangelicals. Many of them belong to 
denominations expressly evangelical. 
Many others belong to local churches 
affiliated with bodies that officially are 
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not. There is a growing evangelical in
fluence (from seminaries such as those 
above, for example) in the larger "main
line" denominations. Generalizations 
here are risky. 

Strengths are obvious. Evangelicals by 
definition stand on the solid ground of 
historic Christian truth. They affirm the 
normative inspiration of Scripture, the 
deity of Christ, the blood atonement, 
the bodily resurrection and the Second 
Coming. They preach man's sinfulness 
and Christ as the only Savior. They in
sist that sinful man can be put right with 
God through trust in Christ's saving work 
and on no other principle or basis. They 
stress the necessity of an individual faith
commitment to Jesus, and a daily life 
lived in conscious submission and fel
lowship with God. 

Most if not all these points are true 
of the other categories of disciples which 
follow. This is the common ground. Here 
is a core of truth we must not be without. 
Our movement has sometimes veered 
into sectarianism-and also into liberal 
indifference. Approached with humility 
and an attitude of equality (not smug 
superiority), most evangelicals are open 
to learn new truth. Only good can come 
to us by sharing in a two-way exchange. 

Dispensationalism. This school of 
thought stresses particular periods of 
world history, and holds that God works 
according to special programs for each. 
Leading dispensational institutions 
would include Dallas Theological Semi
nary in Texas and Moody Bible Institute 
in Illinois. Dispensationalism believes 
that God's purposes differ for the Church 
and for national Israel. This umbrella 
covers moderate dispensationalists like' 
George E. Ladd, and sensational ex
tremists like Hal Lindsay. Dispensa
tionalists disagree among themselves at 
many points in detail, but see these as 
areas on the periphery of their primary 
message. 

Most of us are almost illiterates con
cerning biblical prophecy. The dispensa
tionalists should challenge us to study 
this neglected body of Scripture. Careful 
study might lead to strong disagree
ments with traditional dispensationalism 
in many points, but this school's "proof 
verses" do teach something. Much of our 
polemic against premillennialism is out
dated, inaccurate in what it opposes, and 
unaware of better scholarship from 
others who also reject this system of 
interpretation. The flood of foolishness 
taught in the name of biblical prophecy 
should not dull our senses to the fact 
that God is still sovereign over the na
tions, and that he is working out an 
eternal purpose toward his own grand 
climax at Christ's return. 

Orthodoxy. Here the word is capital
ized. I do not mean simply "straight 
thinking," but refer to the stream of 
thought characterized by the part of 

Christendom which stresses a historic 
continuity through the centuries to the 
time of the earliest Church. This in
cludes the Roman Catholic tradition, 
Eastern Orthodoxy and the worldwide 
Anglican communion (Episcopal in the 
United States). It also includes the 
newly-formed Evangelical Orthodox 
Church, of which author Peter Gillquist 
is presiding bishop. Evangelical authors 
from this context include such Anglicans 
as J. I. Packer, Leon Morris, Phillip E. 
Hughes, Elizabeth Elliott and her brother 
Thomas Howard. Individual Episcopal 
churches reflect the personal piety and 
conviction of local and regional clergy, 
though they are bound together by the 
(almost entirely scriptural) Book of Com
man Prayer and the "historic epis
copacy." 

Orthodoxy rebukes the splintering of 
Christendom over every possible excuse. 
It stands against the personalization of 
Christianity to the neglect of a sense of 
belonging to the Universal Church. It 
tries to hold on and build on the Church 
through the centuries, retaining whatever 
is proved by time, and changing slowly 
and cautiously. Its summaries of faith, 
such as the Nicene Creed and the earlier 
Apostles Creed, sum up what orthodox 
Christians have always and everywhere 
believed. It stands for authority and sta
bility against the democratization of the 
Church. It sees that content requires 
form, and it therefore appreciates formal 
liturgy. These are biblical truths we can 
use. We do not need to accept all that 
floats down the centuries to do this, nor 
need we write standard prayers in order 
to appreciate the legitimacy they can 
surely have. 

On a popular level, the writings of 
Peter Gillquist express these concerns 
well, though the reader should remem
ber that he is an ardent advocate of a 
strict Orthodoxy. 

Charismatic renewal. This adjective 
means almost anything one wishes it to 
mean, so I will define it here with care. 
In the New Testament, "grace" is charis, 
and a gift of God's grace (miraculous or 
otherwise) is a charisma. Behind it all is 
char, a root word for "joy," which shows 
something of the distance between the 
positive New Testament content and the 
negative connotations that usually arise 
today. Old-line Pentecostal denomina
tions (the Assemblies of God are a larger 
one) often insist on a specific moment of 
crisis-experience (which they call "bap
tism in the Spirit") and say it will be 
evidenced by speaking in tongues. The 
"put-away-the-Bible, better-felt-than
swinging-from -the- rafters" kind of 
charismatics have given the word itself a 
bad name, and that is unfortunate, since 
it may also describe a spiritual renewal 
movement with much to offer us all. 

In a broader manner of speaking, the 
"charismatic renewal" stands for a reali
zation across denominational lines that 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's Quest for Man 
0. H. TABOR 

A familiar song asks the all important question: "Why 
did my Saviour come to earth?" There is an answer in the 
song which is, "Because he loved me so." 

There is no doubt that God is seeking man for a high and 
exalted purpose. It is said, 11The eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him." Again, 111 
will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was 
driven away and will bind up that which was broken, and 
will strengthen that which was sick." When jesus Christ came 
to earth he announced his mission to Israel ctnd the world in 
these words." The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which is lost." 

We usually think of man as seeking after God and he must 
do so, but we are now interested in thinking of God's quest 
for man. He seeks man because man is lost. He is looking for 
a certain kind of creature who has a certain attitude of heart. 
When we review the Scriptures, which pertain to God's call 
for men and his intent purpose in seeking after men, we are 
again informed of some things about man that we are likely 
to forget. We see that in spite of all man's follies, faults and 
sins, man is a grand creature. 

If you are, for the moment, in a spirit of pessimism as to 
man's outcome. If you feel disposed to say something dis
paraging about man, then you may let yourself go without 
any great fear of overstating your case. In fact there is no 
ugly word you cannot say about man. You may look at the 
crimes he has committed and is now committing. You may see 
idolatry taking over the hearts of the race and the immorality 
that has reached alarming proportions. 

But if you still believe in man and want to take an opti
mistic view you can say that there is nothing too good to 
say about man. He has sacrificed, defended the right and 
desires to worship the God of creation. One great mark of 
man's greatness is his constant hunger for God. When the 
swine has eaten he is satisfied with the husks, but not so 
with man, the Prodigal. 

No doubt, thousands have longings and thirsts after God, 
which they crowd down by trying to substitute something of 
no value. Perhaps if one could .talk to the caged eagle, which 
is sad eyed, and ask why are you sad? He might say, "I am 
not playing the role my creator meant for me to play. I need 
the heights and can never rest until I fly up there on top 
that mountain." Man has something in him that makes him 
want to commune with God and that which makes him want 
to come back as the Prodigal did. As one has said, "The soul 
can't rest until it rests in God." If this were not so, then why 
would The eternal Word, jesus Christ, come to earth to seek 
mankind? 

The central theme of the Bible is God's quest for man. At 
the beginning when Adam had sinned it was not Adam who 
asked, "God, where are you"? It was God who asked, "Adam, 
where art thou?" God is still calling those who are hiding 
and his "Eyes run to and fro throughout the earth." 
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God sought Noah out of all the millions to save the race. 
God needed a man who could lead his people out of Egypt 
and bondage and he called Moses for that task and saw him 
through. As we study the history of Israel we see times when 
the people would perish without leaders so God called the 
fifteen judges to deliver Israel time after time. His patience 
is beyond expression. Why? Because he had a great and grand 
purpose in his creatures. When it was decided that Israel 
should have a good king, God raised up the best man in the 
crowd to fill that place and stayed beside him through many 
stormy days. 

When the Lord needed a man to herald the coming of the 
King he prepared the great man, john to present jesus to 
Israel. The greatest calling of all was when God appeared in 
the form of a man and said that he had come to seek and to 
save the lost. 

11The Spirit of the Lord. is upon me, because he has an
nointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord" (Lu. 4:18-19). He 
carried out this mission beautifully and expects his people to 
do the same as far as he has given them power and mission 
to do. The fact that his heart was prepared for such a calling 
we follow him and see his tender compassion, his heart of 
love, his interest in souls and his interest in their conditions 
of life. 

His enemies called him "The friend of sinners" and so he 
was. He spoke to them about the lost sheep and showed 
how he diligently searched, even after one sheep and when 
he had found it he laid it on his shoulder and brought it in 
and said, "Rejoice with me for I have found my sheep." He 
pointed out that there is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 
that repents more than over ninety and nine just ones who 
need no repentance. The story of the lost coin and the 
touching story of the Prodigal son tell us how earnestly God 
is seeki11g you and me. 

How does he seek men? Primarily, it is his Gospel of love 
which is calling. When one listens to the Gospel story and 
submits his soul to· God then one sees God everywhere; in 
the sunrise, the flowers, the seedtime and harvest all re
mind one of his great lessons and of the fact that he lives. 
He calls sometimes, during illness, sorrow, and joys. God also 
impresses us by the beautiful lives of his saints for he told 
them to "Let their light so shine." 

God seeks us through our individual needs. We hear of his 
love, his care and how he will guide and help, so we are 
persuaded to go to him in days of need. Finally, God calls us 
and seeks us through the needs of others. We are living 
through desperate days and there is so much to be done. 
This world is a needy, broken world. How can we sit idly by 
and refuse God's call for workers when we see the hungry, 
sick, helpless? Others are lost and will spend eternity away 
from God if we do not heed God's call. Yes, God is search
ing for men and women, Now. 
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Fear-A Great Enemy 
GAYLORD COOK 

One of the best known speeches by an American presi
dent is the one in which Franklin D. Roosevelt declared, 11We 
have nothing to fear save fear itself." That speech came at a 
time when Americans had many reasons to fear, but Mr. 
Roosevelt knew that confidence in the ability of the govern
ment to solve the great problems of the day must be restored 
before real progress could be made in solving the problems. 
Among other things, fear--often pure panic-had cast Ameri
ca into a great depression. 

Every person has fear. The cause and degree of fear varies 
greatly from person to person, but it remains true that every 
individual has some fear. If one will let it, fear will destroy 
any individual. One of the things our Lord must have had in 
mind when he declared, "And ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free" was freedom from fear. The 
truth, better than anything else, will free one from fear. The 
most fearful of all things are those not understood, and 
with truth we understand and can overcome fear. 

The cause of fear and the fact that Jesus does not want his 
disciples to be troubled by fear are made clear in Mark 4:40 
where the Lords says, 11 

• •• Why are ye so fearful? how is it 
that ye have not faith?" This was spoken when Jesus and his 
disciples were being tossed about in a storm at sea while 
Jesus slept. They were afraid for their lives, but when awak
ened Jesus rebuked them for their fear and attributed it to a 
lack of faith. Actually, jesus raised both questions in this 
instance. Why are you afraid? Why do you not have faith? 
Both questions were rebukes and must have been most em
barrassing to the disciples. 

The disciples asked jesus, "Carest thou not that we perish?" 
They felt Jesus was failing to show proper concern because 
he was asleep while the storm. raged. Jesus was certainly con
cerned, even though they seemed to think differently. He im
mediately stilled the storm, just as he will stiil the storms in 
our lives if we allow him to. 

Fear is a highly destructive force, so Jesus surely does not 
want it in our lives. There are several things fear will do to 
us which Jesus does not want to happen in our lives. Just what 
does fear do? 

Fear Spreads. Which disciple first yelled out that the boat 
was about to capsize and everyone aboard was going to 
drown? Since the record does not say, we do not know. It 
is obvious, however, that this is just what happened. One 
person first became fearful and expressed his fears. Soon 
others had caught it as surely as if it had been a contagious 
disease. Whether the fear comes from fire in a crowded 
building or the belief that a projected program of a local 
church will fail, fear operates in the same way. It begins in 
someone's heart, becomes an expressed fear and then spreads 
to others. 

The story of Chicken Little is a good illustration of this fact 
in action. Chicken Little was in the garden one morning when 
an acorn fell on her tail. She decided that the sky was falling. 
Crazed with terror she began to run. Soon she met Henny 
Penny and told her the terrible story. She, too, panicked and 

ran. Soon all the other birds in the barnyard heard the news 
and ran in terror. As they were running for their lives they 
met Mr. Fox who offered them refuge in his den where he 
made a good meal of them. People are often frightened just 
that easily and with similar results. 

Fear Brings Misery. The disciples were so afraid they were 
miserable. So miserable they could not think clearly. Fear al
ways does that. 

Clovis G. Chappell tells of a hobo who slipped into an 
empty banana car on a railroad to steal a ride to a neighbor
ing city. He lay down upon a pile of straw and soon fell 
asleep. He was awakened by something crawling on his hands 
and face. He brushed it away, but the crawling continued. At 
last he stood, more annoyed than afraid. He took a match 
from his pocket and struck it to have light to see. The match 
burned down to his finger, but he seemed not to feel anything 
for he was paralyzed with fear. The straw seemed alive with 
tarantulas. When the match had gone out and the dark 
closed around him, he sprang for the door only to find it 
fastened securely. He then pounded on the door until his fists 
were bloody, but received no response. When he was re
leased the next morning he was little more than a maniac. He 
had been caused no physical pain at all, as not one tarantula 
had harmed him. He had been driven mad by fear. 

Fear Paralyzes. The disciples with Jesus were not novices in 
sailing. Several had been fishermen before Jesus called them. 
They had been in storms before. However, they seemed 
to have been paralyzed by the storm. They simply could not 
cope because of the fear. At least some of them knew what 
action to take in a storm, yet they were too frightened to 
take that action. 

Fear Acts Unusually. It is quite common for one who is 
very frightened to do something he would not otherwise do. 
They have acted brutally, unkindly, and harshly to others 
when motivated by fear. 

The question about faith is related to freedom from fear. 
"Why are you so fearful?" That is answered with another 
question, 11Why do you have so little faith?" The lack of faith 
is the reason for the fear that causes one to act in very 
strange ways. 

Jesus made a contrast between fear and faith. His own 
life illustrates the confidence of faith which takes away fear. 
When he was arrested he showed no fear. He had faith in 
God to bring it to the proper conclusion. Not only did he 
show an absence of fear, we find him strengthening others 
during these terrible ordeals. He had obedient and trusting 
faith in God. Thus he was free from fear. 

The kind of faith that will prevent our being overcome by 
fear is faith that trusts completely in God. It is the kind of 
faith that believes that the will of God is so perfect that 
even though harm might come one will not be destroyed. 

The faith that sets us free is faith that depends upon God. 
There are times in the life of each of us when we do not 
know what to do. This kind of faith that frees from fear is the 
kind that depends on God to take care of us when we don't 
know how to take care of ourselves. 

There is no greater need in our lives than the need to be 
made free from fear. That need is met by building the 
obedient, trusting faith that comes from hearing God's word. 
Let us study the word more, believe it more and trust our lives 
to its principles. That will overcome fear! 

723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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The "Christian Church;; Name 
CHESTER ESTES 

From the first word of Genesis to the last word of Revela
tion the "Christian Church" name is not found. Polycarp, 
Clement, Ignatius, Barnabas, Hermas, Papias, justin, Origen, 
lreneus, Tertullian, Cyprian, Dionysius all knew nothing of 
the name "Christian Church." Augustine, Chrysostom, Jerome, 
Rufinis, Athanasius, Gregory, Cyril, Basil, Hilary, Damascene, 
Ambrose, leo I, Gregory I all wrote of the church of Christ, but 
were uncons-cious of the "Christian Church" name. All the 
creeds from A.D. 107 to A.D. 451 contain no "Christian 
Church" name. In the canons and minutes of the Seven Ecu
menical (from A.D. 325 to A.D. 680) this "Christian Church" 
name is not mentioned. "Historical documents of the Middle 
Ages" (from A.D. 438 to A.D. 1338) uncovers rio "Christian 
Church" name. The "Christian Church" expression was not 
used in Bunyan's "Holy War" "Pilgrim's Progress" or Milton's 
"Paradise lost." 

It appears that lu.ther, in his fight against "The Holy 
Catholic Church" began to refer to himself, and others, whom 
he considered to be "Christians," or professed followers of 
Christ, as the "Christian Church." 

Some contend that if the New Testament had been origi
nally written in English we could read the "Christian Church" 
name in the English versions. The facts are to the ·contrary. The 
first English translation by Wicliffe (1382) used no "Christian 
Church" name. Tyndal, who was a Greek scholar, found no 
"Christian Church" in any of the Originals. Cloverdale, Cran
mer, Geneva, Bishops, and Dauay Bibles (1535-1582 A.D.) 
were silent on the "Christian Church" name. The King james 
(1611), Revised (1881), American Revised (1901) make no 
mention of "Christian Church." It seems that luther, in his 
fight against the Catholic Church originated the "Christian 
Church" name. In his catechism (1592) he substituted "Chris
tian" for "Catholic" in the Apostles Creed, making it read, in 
German, "I believe in one Holy Christian Church," but leav
ing it in latin, "I believe in one Holy Catholic Church." 

From the time luther substituted "Holy Christian Church" 
for "Holy Catholic Church" the "Holy Christian Church" has 
continued as a synonym in religious and secular use for all 
who were not Jews, Moslems and Pagans. Then in 1794 the 
first LOCAL "Christian Church" on earth came into being. 
Three separate divisions united to form it. One was led by 
James O'Kelly (1794), one by Abner Jones (1802) and one by 
Barton W. Stone (1804). There is no available evidence when 
and where the three separate bodies formed the "Christian 
Church," but behind 1794 we are not able to find a LOCAL 
"Christian Church.'' 

The New Testament teaches the truth, not-only by speaking 
words, but also by remaining silent. The early Reformers 
(Restorationist) believed we should speak where, when, and 
how the Bible speaks, and that we should be silent where, 
when, and how the Bible is silent. Believing this many tried 
to change the "Christian Church" name to "Church of Christ" 
and "disciples of Christ," since neither the New Testament, 
nor history, acknowledges the "Christian Church" name. 
However, in this they have been very inconsistent in their 
efforts because of their introduction of so many other novices 
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not mentioned in the New Testament, such as the introduc
tion of instrumental music in worship, missionary societies, 
and many other things unknown to the New Testament. There 
are . p~rhaps even now among the Disciples of Christ, the 
Chnst1an Church, and the church of Christ those who do not 
know why they (or we) use the instrument or do not use it. 
:erhaps many would not object to its use, or object if the 
mstrument was not used. 

To all the above let me also add that the name "Christian" 
is not used at all in the adjective form in the New Testament. 
The name is found three times in the New Testament. In Acts 
11:26 the "disciples were called Christians first at Antioch." 
Paul, and others "assembled with the church" (in the church}, 
and taught much people (made disciples of the people) and 
the disciples were called Christians. Those assembled were 
taught, and, therefore, were disciples. These disciples were 
thus Christians, and were, therefore, called Christians. A dis
ciple is not necessarily a Christian. He has to first become a 
disciple in order to become a Christian. He must also con
tinue as a disciple after he becomes a Christian. The Chris
tians at Antioch constituted the church there, but the church 
was not called the "Christian Church." Agrippa said to Paul, 
"Almost thou persuadest me to become a Christian." Paul did 
not persuade him to join the "Christian Church" or to identify 
with such. The only other time the term Christian is found 
in the New Testament (1 Pet. 4:16) we are told that if we 
suffer as a Christian let us glorify God in that name-that is, 
in the name Christian. These are the only places in the New 
Testament where the name Christian is found, and in no one 
of them is the name used in its adjective form describing or 
nominating God's people as the "Christian Church." 

The practice of some. members of the church is very in
consistent when they refer to God's people as the "Christian 
Church," and by using such expressions as "Christian home," 
"Christian life," "Christian school," when one can just as 
easily say "the home of a Christian," the "life of a Christian," 
etc., thus using the name Christian as it is used in the New 
Testament. Jesus said, "I will build my church." You can as 
easily say "church of Christ" as you can say "Christian 
Church," and at the same time glorify God by speaking the 
language of the New Testament. 

Almost everything is now designated "Christian" using the 
adjective form. The only justification I have ever heard for 
the mis-use of this sacred name is that it, whatever it may 
be, is "Christ-like." Well, what about the church? Is it not 
"Christ-like"? Why not just go ahead and say, "Christian 
Church," if you can say "Christian life," "Christian home," 
etc? The answer is, "Oh, no, we cannot do that because the 
Christian Church uses mechanical instrumental music in the 
worship." Now, I am not suggesting that you say, "Christian 
Church," but I am saying that you have the same authority 
(none) for using the "Christian Church" name as you have 
for using the adjective form of that sacred name (Christ} in 
reference to many other things. 

It is enough to refer to God's people as "the church." That 
is the way it is used in the New Testament. Paul designated 
the people of God, those belonging to Christ, as the churches 
of Christ" (Rom. 16:16). Many are guilty of using the term 
"Church of Christ," using the capital "C" (in reference to 
"church"), making such a denominational title. This also is 
wrong. let us show respect for the silence of the New Testa
ment as well as the words of the New Testament. 

502 West Michigan Avenue, Muscle Shoals, Ala. 35660 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies ( 5) 

ELMER L'ROY 

BREAKING OUT WITH SOMETHING GREAT 

A significant development in the Year of Beginning of Bible 
Translations by the Church, 1972, was a work begun by the 
church in Burlington, Massachusetts. See Firm Foundation, 
October 17, 1972, pp. 662, 667. The article, "Translation Op· 
portunity-Now Ours," was written by Dr. J. D. Thomas of 
Abilene Christian University and Stanley Morris. 

Dr. Thomas told of Stanley Morris' plans to begin a transla
tion work directed by the elders of the Burlington Church of 
Christ. Thomas had a desire of long standing to see brethren 
enter Bible translation work. He wrote: 

In past years the lord's church has been forced to de
pend upon translations of the Bible done by others. 
Actually, we have had no way of knowing whether or 
not the foreign language translations were really true to 
the Greek text; although we have seen that many of the 
English translations, though perhaps of high quality in 
many ways, still have something left to be desired p. 
662). 

Dr. Thomas listed the accomplishments of Stanley Morris 
and recommended him to the brotherhood for this new work. 
Morris graduated from Oklahoma Christian College and 
Harding Graduate School. He had studied at Hebrew Union 
College and City University of New York. He had been em
ployed by the American Bible Society in their translation 
department. 

The immediate purpose of the article by Thomas and Mor
ris was to announce the beginning of a translation of luke 
and Acts in modern Persian in collaboration with Aziz Amri, 
an Afghanistani Christian who had just finished at the Preston 
Road School of Preaching in Dallas, Texas. The Morris family 
had moved to the Dallas are~ without promise of support. 
The White Rock church in Dallas agreed to continue to pro
vide Aziz Amri's support so the translation could be made. 
An appeal was made by Dr. Thomas for funds to be sent to 
the Burlington church. Morris wrote that $22,000 per year, 
beginning September 1, 1972 would be needed. 

Stanley Morris and the elders of the church in Burlington 
had formulated a plan to establish a center for Bible transla
tion. Dr. Thomas grasped the significance of this idea. He 
said: 

Morris envisions in years to come that the church of 
Christ can have a continuing translation program, doing 
the basic work that will enable people from every nation 
to clearly know God's will. It might well be that our work 
in translation will be so superior that the various Bible 
societies of the world will be willing to use our transla
tions instead of theirs in many cases. We would, of 
course, ourselves be anxious to publish and distribute as 
many copies of the Bible as possible; but obviously, if 
we can do the translating, we would be glad for other 
groups to distribute and use our translation. (Page 662.) 

As we related in the preceding essay, the Farsi (Persian) 
translation was done at Arlington, Texas. Hillcrest Church of 
Christ provided a furnished house where the Morris family 

lived and where Stanley and Aziz worked daily. luke and 
Acts was finished the last of May 1973. 

Aziz Amri departed for Afghanistan immediately. He took 
luke-Acts to Teheran, Iran where it was printed at the Bible 
Society facilities. White Rock church in Dallas paid for 5,000 
copies which were distributed over there, and the young 
people at Hillcrest raised the money and paid for 1,000 copies 
which were shipped to Hillcrest for distribution to Iranian 
and Afghanistani nationals (mostly students) in the United 
States. 

By the time Stanley Morris got .to Arlington to begin the 
actual translating with Amri, he had secured personal sup
port through January 1973. The Hillcrest people volunteered 
to provide the Morris family's support beginning February 1 
and continuing until the Persian Version was done, because 
they had learned of the great need for the translation and 
were deeply interested in seeing it completed. 

In May 1973 all the men of the congregation were called 
together by the elders to get their response to urgings of the 
elders at Burlington, Stanley Morris, some brethren at Abi
lene, and the elders of Sunset church in lubbock to take the 
oversight of the translation ministry, which was being called 
World Bible Translation Center (WTBC). The men were willing 
and at a later meeting the elders and deacons accepted the 
sponsorship. The elders reported this development to the 
entire congregation at the morning assembly, June 24, 1973. 

WBTC was launched. 
Would it become what was envisioned? "In years to come 

the Church of Christ can have a continuing translation pro
gram doing the basic work that will enable people from 
every nation to dearly know God's will." (J. D. Thomas, Oc
tober 17, 1972, p. 662.) World Bible Translation Center 
(WBTC) represents "a major thrust to see the more than 2,000 
language groups without the scriptures receive it in their own 
language." Would WBTC fulfill the wish of many brethren 
that churches of Christ will support Christian scholars doing 
what "God wants done in every generation." Remember 
this sentence from j. D. Thomas? "They (often men without 
belief in the inspiration of the Bible) are actually doing the 
work which we Christians should be doing." (November 3, 
1970, p. 699.) 

Bible translating as a ministry of New Testament Christians, 
supported by churches of Christ and under the oversight 
of elders of the church, began in the decade of the seventies. 
The ideal of a continuing translating work was alive and the 
work growing when the seventies closed. (The rest of the 
story from the Firm Foundation will appear in the next in· 
stallment.) 

Reuel Lemmons is always an encourager. He has used every 
opportunity in person and in print to encourage the brethren 
at Arlington. Knowing the power of the Word of God and 
knowing that an accurate, clear communicating Bible is the 
basic tool of every missionary and Christian worker, could it 
just be that World Bible Translation Center is that "something 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Shooting Up the Town .. or Men WM. KAY MOSER 

There is a lot of difference in having 
a group of soldiers or even an individual 
one come to town and knock out win
dows, cut down shade trees and dis
turb the peace, and see them attack 
men and imaginations with their spiritual 
sword and gospel battering ram. 

The gospel is an offensive weapon, 
mainly. It is to be used to go in and at
tack people with. Obstacles to the 
knowledge of God are to be destroyed, 
and arguments are to be refuted. Dis
obedience is to be punished and every 
thought to be carried captive. The field 
artillery of divine power is to be used 
to batter enemy strongholds and shatter 
them if possible. 

There is no way for an army to come 
into a town even attempting to capture 
men for their King without being seen 
and heard. Opposition can be expected. 
When General Paul led his little band 
into great and powerful bastions held by 
the enemy conflict developed. '~About 
that time there arose no little stir con
cerning the way." 

A commotion developed when De
metrius, the president of the area silver
smith union, gathered his supporters to 
do battle with Paul and his company. 
The apostle's gospel arrows were shot 
straight to the issue, and the whole town 

knew that he contended that hand-made 
gods were not gods at all. "The city was 
filled with confusion" for certain, but 
there was no way but this when op
posing forces did not immediately sur
render. 

So long as one public leader says one 
thing and another says something dif
ferent, the assembly is going to be 
thrown into confusion when a definite 
message is preached. There will never be 
peace so long as cries go forth that 
"Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" and 
"Jesus is King!" Forces so diametrically 
opposed meeting always demands a 
showdown and a battle will ensue. 

The President of the Decapolis Cham
ber of Commerce met jesus after a skir
mish in the cemetery and asked him to 
leave the area and fight elsewhere. 
When Paul led raids in upper rooms dur• 
ing .the night and met the foe in broad 
daylight he-aroused such opposition that 
fie often had to flee for his life. But the 
gospel mines he left behind began to 
explode and continued to do so Jong 
after he was over hill and vale planting 
explosives in other harbors and city 
halls! 

Geographical areas plagued by shift
ing winds of thought could not but no
tice a whirlwind when it came across 

Another Look at the "Body Concept" BOB YOUNG 

I had heard it so long that I almost 
'bought it.' Every member isn't sup
posed to be involved in evangelism"
"l'm just not able to teach others"-"the 
fruit of a Christian is not another Chris
!ian"-"God didn't intend me to tell 
')thers about Christ"-"my talents are in 
')ther areas." You have probably won
dered, as have I, if the fact that all parts 
of the body do not have the same func
tion means that all Christians should not 
be involved in evangelism. 

The concept challenges me. Can we 
learn from our physical body? Is there 
anything every part of our physical body 
does? Yes! Every part of your physical 
body is constantly nourished and pro
tected by its contact with the blood 
stream. Through contact with that source 
of life, it receives food, oxygen, and 
l')rotection from disease. Every part of 
vour body also replaces itself regularly. 
Your body is continually replaced with 
new cells as old cells wear and die. 
"Foot cells" replace themselves with 
"foot cells." "Hand cells" replace them
selves with "hand cells." Every part of 
your physical body does these two 
things-it replaces itself, and it main
tains contact with the source of life 
from which it receives its food and 
nourishment. Every member cannot see, 
nor smell, nor taste, nor feel, nor hear, 
but every member can be in touch with 
the source of life, and can replace itself 
with another also in touch with that 
source of life. 

Have we misapplied the "body con
cept" in maintaining that all cannot 
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teach? Acts 8:4 indicates that all did 
teach. What is evangelism besides put
ting others in contact with the same 
Source of Life you contact? Is evangelism 
not the simple replacement process that 
every physical bo~ cell participates in? 

Contact with the source of life is 
necessary and natural for every member 
of our physical body, and of Christ's 
spiritual Body, the Church. Maybe if we 
are having trouble putting others in con
tact with the Source of Life, it is because 
our contact is not as it ought to be. The 
body concept is correct-all are not 
preachers, nor elders, nor Bible- school 
teachers. There are specialized functions 
and talents and places for various parts 
of the body. But there .is that which all 
parts have in common-all are con
nected to the Source of Life, the Head, 
jesus Christ. Having that connection, 
why should not all parts be able to tell 
others how to be connected to that 
same Head, jesus Christ? 

You tell me you cannot teach others, 
I believe you. You tell me you cannot 
iceskate or rollerskate, I believe you. But 
the reason is the same-you never 
learned. If you are really connected to 
the Head, jesus Christ, as a member of 
his body, the Church, why not Jearn 
what makes that connection possible and 
equip yourself to tell others how to do 
the very thing you are doing-staying 
in contact with the Head, Jesus Christ. 
That is evangelism by every member. 

321 East Holmes Road, lansing, Michigan 
48910 

city and suburb without slowing down 
or changing direction. The tornado that 
had turned things upside down every
where it had gone was reported ahead 
and men were warned to beware of it. 

Members and churches can be con
trary and attract a little attention, and if 
they wear their uniforms into wrong 
places their cause will suffer and their 
reputation will spread in a bad way, and 

(Continued on page 12) 

Rules for Writing 
BENNETT LAND 

Journalistic doors have long been 
open to brethren who would take the 
time to follow a few professional guide
lines and present their work to any 
publication. We are missing a great op
portunity by not taking advantage of the 
thousands of free space opportunities 
available in newspapers and magazines. 

As a graduate journalist with service 
on some large newspaJ?ers I would offer 
some suggestions to those who desire 
to "score" regularly with the press with 
free religious articles. By following a few 
simple guidelines most preachers and 
others can write material that publica
tions will accept. 

Here are some suggestions: 
1. Write simply, in down to earth 

style and language. 
2. Newspaper deadlines must be 

strictly observed. 
3. All articles turned in should be 

double spaced and typewritten. 
4. Check carefully and verify your 

spelling always. 
5. Strive for positive approach ar

ticles-avoid sharp criticism. 
6. Let the Love of Christ and his love 

for lost souls be your motivating 
influence. 

7. It is usually best to develop a 
theme or subject in a column or 
article. Boil it down and make it 
as brief as possible. 

8. If an editor agrees to publish your 
column or article on a regular 
basis, be sure you keep your end 
of the bargain with a regularly 
written, informative article (edi
tors tend by experience to be 
somewhat "doubters" until one 
establishes himself with them). A 
lot of "phonies" abound. 

9. The editor may, on occasion, ask 
you to write an article on a cer
tain subject such as Unity. Accept 
his invitation as another opror
tunity to further the gaspe of 
Christ and do a top job, going to 
the Bible for your source. 

10. In word and in deed let your 
relationship with the paper and 
editor mirror the true image of 
Jesus Christ. 

(It is my conviction, based on more 
than 30 years in the field of Journalism 
that the above guidelines are practical, 
workable, and if observed, they will, in 
most cases, bear fruit to his honor and 
glory.) 
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The importance of 

The Bible Class 
DAVID L. BAKER 

In the March 26, 1978 issue of the Washington Post, the 
Bible class was examined in an article entitled, "The Nur
turing of Children's Faith." The question was posed, "What 
exactly do parents want from religion for their children?" 
After a brief discussion, it was suggested that the goals were 
wrong since "good" children became adults with little 
visible goodness or family ties. The conclusion: "Religion is 
trivialized unless it opens the child's mind to the beauties 
of service to others." To accomplish this mind opening we 
need to recognize the importance of the goals of the Bible 
class program. 

The teacher's goal is threefold. First, one should strive for 
imitation (1 Cor. 11 :1). This is actually the highest form of 
compliment one can be paid. It tells others that there is a 
life worth sharing. Second, they should strive for reproduc
tion. Paul told Timothy to entrust those things learned from 
him "to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also" 
(2 Tim. 2:2). Constantly look for those who will be able to fit 
into the rank of teachers and guide them into that path. Third, 
and most important, seek the salvation of the learners (Rom. 
10:13, 14). 

The church's goal is also to save the lost and provide an 
atmosphere for maturing in Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). A little 
understood segment of this, however, is that the church needs 
to become a positive force in her community! At Ephesus, 
the church became so influential that those who practiced 
magic burned their books, roughly $75,000.00 worth (Acts 
19:18-20). Also, in Acts 2:47, the jerusalem church was "hav
ing favor with all the people." When the church fails to rec
ognize that she needs to be active in molding her community, 
she overlooks a great potential for service (Gal. 6:10). 

The goal of the Christ is the all pervading aim of the Bible 
class program. We are all familiar with john 3:16, but some
times we get so caught up with his love that we forget the 
basis of that love: "For God did not send the Son into the 
world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved 
through him" (3:17). When the Bible class program begins to 
emphasize anything other than salvation, it loses its great 
power! It can be our best tool to save others, if effectively 
used. 

How, then, can we be sure our Bible classes are evange
listic? In the last ten years I have seen the following work in 
maintaining an evangelistic Bible class program: 

1. Monthly teachers' meetings. A general discussion of the 

Bible class program is in order. Also, have regular training 
session mixed with this. More intensified training can be ac
complished in yearly workshops, or sponsoring attendance 
at workshops in other areas. 

2. Semi-annual evaluation of teachers, materials, and fol
low-up procedures by the elders (d. 1 Tim. 4:16). Those who 
have become weak from "no input with all out put" need a 
rest to recharge. We owe it to them and to those they teach. 

3. Regular testing of learners. There are several reasons for 
this. It provides a means of evaluation of the learners prog
ress and the teacher's ability to communicate basic informa
tion. It also provides a means of emphasizing major points. It 
is distressing to see so little importance placed upon the 
religious training and so much placed upon secular educa
tion! How do children feel about testing? A teenage girl 
wrote this note to her parents: "You seem more interested in 
my school grades than in the condition of my eternal soul. 
You give me the impression that it is better to be popular 
than to be pure; better to be attractive on the outside than to 
have that 'inner beauty' that comes to one who loves the 
lord." 

Adults should not be exempt from testing. In the june 10, 
1978 Sarasota Herald-Tribune, the story appeared about a 
group of masked men who invaded a Mennonite church and 
took all the Bibles. Shortly, the stunned people realized it was 
a test to see how much of the New Testament they could 
reproduce from memory. As one lady stated: "The results 
were depressing." just because we have "grown up" does not 
mean we are beyond testing. 

4. Visit your learners in their homes. By doing this you will 
become better acquainted with them. Everyone has problems. 
While it is the family's place to care for these, it is equally 
true that the church is to help the family. The teacher and 
the Bible class programs can help find the answers. 

In Ezekiel's day, the lord walked throughout Israel and 
saw her condition. In 22:30 his need is seen, "I searched for a 
man among them who should build up the wall and stand in 
the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy 
it. .. " Our teachers are the "gap" men God needs to build 
the "wall" of salvation in our country. By so doing they will 
save those whom God would otherwise destroy for their sins. 
Brethren, let it never be said of the church Christ died for as 
it was of Israel, " ... but I found no one." 

P.O. Box 387, Bayfield, CO 81122 
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. 
''EVANGELISM And The FAMILY'' 

Eleventh Annual 
IBC Evangelism 

Workshop 

A.M. 

Wednesday Night Singing 
September 22 

IIIOOP.M. 

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 23 

9:0 0 All In The Family 
- Venn is ]ones AAB Au d. 
Motivation For Evangelism 
- Jim .llassey Main Aud. 

I 0 :00 The Tie That Binds 
- Buck //all AAB Aud. 
Fathers Down Front - Instruction & 
Training 
- lim Moffett Main Aud. 

II :00 The Family & I Corinthians 13 
- Lamar Plunkcl AAB Au d. 
Greatest Problems Facing The Church, Our 
Families & Evangelism 
- Bobby Duncan Main Au d . 

Exhibits of many great brotherhood works 
will be on display. 

Nursery and child care will be provided on 
campus each day at a nominal charge. 

A Children's Bible Hour will be conducted 
each evening a t 7:00 in the main auditorium. 

-Lunch-

P.M. 
I :30 Org3nizing God's Family (Church) For 

Work•! 
- Jimmy DorriJ AAB Aud. 
Leadership In Evan gelism 
- Ernest Pelly Main Aud. 

2:30 God's View Of A Christian Home 
- Gary Bmdley AAB Aud. 
Making Religion Meani!lgful lr. The Home 
- /lcrschcl Mc f'arlcn Main Aud. 

3 :30 The Family- Television - Some Answers 
- Leon Smith AAB Aud. 
Husband & Wife Relationship - Help Or 
Hindrance In Evangelism 
- John Simpson Main Au d. 

7 :00 Congregational Singing AAB Au d . 
7:30 Building Strong Families For God 

- llarold Ta ylor AAB Aud. 

A.M. 

Ladles' Seminar 
Friday, September 24 

9:00·12:00 A.M. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

9:00 Preparation For Evangelism 
- Jim .llasse\' AAB Aud. 
The Wise Woman Buildeth Her House • 
- J oyre .llassry Main Aud. 
Trials And Triumphs Of Converted Families 
- /Job //are Cafete na 

I 0:00 A Successful Family 
-O•fford Reel AAB Aud. 
The Influence Of A Christian Woman • 
-.Velma /vey Main Aud. 
Families Living & Evangelizing In New 
Placas 
- Jerry Davidson Cafeteria 

II :00 What's A Father To Do7 Lord Jesus, Help 
Me 
- lim .lloffell AAB Aud. 
Created For A Purpose • 
- Palsy Loden ~bin Aud. 
Evangelism & Counseling • I 
- Joe I a n Dyke & f lru 1/uffard Cafetena 

P.M. - Lunch-

I :30 God's Family On The Firing Line 
- John Gipson AAB Aud. 
Organizing God's Family (Church) For 
Work 
- Jimmy Dorri.s Main Aud. 
Proverbs on Family Life & Relationships <II 
- 1. A. ,\/c.\'ull Cafeteria 

2 :30 The Home Is Where The HEART Is-
The Heart Of Evangelism 
- /)wid II heeler AAB Au d. 
Dirty Fighting In Marriage 
- K. K . . 1/ilchel/ Main Au d . 
Evangelizing Nations Through Cosmo-
politan Converts 
- Vurel A. Vick Cafeteria 

3:30 The Stranger Within Thy Gate 
-DaLid Pharr AAB Aud. 
Families Overcoming Fear 
- 8111 Flat/ Main Aud. 
No Speaker In Cafeteria At 3 :30 

7 :00 Congregational Singing AAB Au d. 
7 :30 Keeping Families Strong For God 

- Charles Coil AAB Aud. 

*For ladles Only 

A.M. 

September 
23-25 
1982 

Youth Forum 
Saturday, September 25 

9:00-12:00 A.M. 

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 25 

9 :00 Families Overcoming Worry 
- Bill Flail AAB Aud. 
Fruitful Slaves- I Cor. 9:19-23 • • 
- Ken/ A llen Main Aud. 
Introducing Evangelism Into County Jails 
- Daud L'nden rood Cafeteria 

I 0 :00 Family Crisis - Marriage & Divorce • I 
- .\'eale l'n·or AAB Aud. 
You And The Fractured Family .. 
- Jim .liar/in Main Aud. 
Proverbs on Family Lifo & Relationships # 2 
- 1. A. ,\/cNull Cafeteria 

II :00 Beliefs Essential For Evangelizing 

P.M. 
I :30 

:1:30 

3:30 

- C. II . Bmdley AAB Aud. 
And Thy House • • 
- //ugh C.ampbr/1 Mam Aud. 
Evangelism & Counseling #2 
- Joe I an Dyke & Eh u /luffard Cafeteria 

-Lunch

A Child Left To Himself 
- Billy Ringold AAB Aud. 
Family Crisis- Marriage & Divorce #2 
- Seale Pryor Main Aud. 
Giving God Our Best- Our Children 
- Datid horl Cafeteria 
Resolving Family Crises 
- K. K. lll trhe/1 AAB Aud. 
Many Kinds Of Families- One Mission 
- &wl Otrrlun Main Aud. 
Material Things Will Not Bring Family 
Happiness 
- II ins ton Phifer Cafe teria 
Evangelism - The Responsibility And 
Privilege Of All Ages 
- Tom ,\larslwll AAB Aud. 
The Family - Beginning Place Of 
Evangelism 
- Guberl Krel:er Main Aud. 
No Speaker In Cafeteria At 3 :30 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7 :30 Homecoming in Heaven 

- R . . \ . 1/o II 

AAB Aud. 

AAB Aud. 

**Youth 
* CLASSES ESPEC~IA~L:-:-L~Y-F __ O __ R--TE_A_C_H_E_R_S_*--------------. 

• Bobyland • Nursery • Pre·Schaol • 1st & 2nd Grade • 3rd & 4th Grade • 5th & 6th Grade • Jr. High 
Conducted By Supervisors Of Bible Classes From Madison Church of Christ, Madison. TN.- Saturday 9 -12 at Mars Hill Bible School 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORM A liON ON: 
m- free housl and ca ce- area motel Information 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. BOX IBC FLORENCE, ALABAMA 205-766-6610 

• 0 
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PLUCKING COLORED FEATHERS 
(Continued from page 3) 

"unless the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain who build it." It reminds us 
of the Trinity-and insists that all three 
are still alive and well. It calls for all-out 
surrender of one's self to· God, rather 
than mere church membership, and sees 
each day as a new challenge to follow 
the Sririt, proclaim Christ and obey God 
in al things. It believes that God still 
gives the Holy Spirit to every true be
liever, and whatever spiritual gift he 
wishes as well, but it remembers that 
Paul leaves all that in God's hands and 
does not stress one gift over another. 

The positive contribution of this spir
itual renewal, in its best form, includes 
a new appetite for the Word of God, a 
desire to praise God and give thanks 
constantly, a willingess to share what
ever one has with others, and a daily 
sense of personal communion with the 
Heavenly Father. It calls for continual 
surrender to God, to receive and do 
whatever he sees fit to give or command. 
It stresses that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. 

Reformational resurgence. The key
stone doctrine which revolutionized me
dieval Christendom in the 16th century 
was the one expressed in Ephesians 2:8-
10, justification by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ alone. After 400 years of 
accretions, degeneracy, ecclesiastical 
politics and American secular input, this 
powerful doctrine is again being revived 
and bearing fruit. Its spokesmen come 
from several backgrounds. 

There is a strong Calvinistic (Re
formed) outreach today, expressed in 
various regional conferences sponsored 
by the Philadelphia Conference on Re
formed Theology. Though many of these 
leaders are Presbyterian, the reforma
tional message is not a denominational 
one. J. I. Packer is Anglican, Roger 
Nicole is Baptist, and others could be 
named. There is a Reformed Baptist cur
rent which enjoys much vitality as well, 

(Continued on page 14) 

2nd ANNUAL 

GOLDEN AGERS' CAMP 
SEPTEMBER 26-0CTOBER 2 

Camp Bandina is located in the beautiful hill country 
of Texas near San Antonio. Gather with many other 
Senior Citizens from throughout the brotherhood. 
For more information, write BUCK GRIFFITH, 4420 
S. Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78411. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single$45.65 Family $118.65 
(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 
Write or call for details. 
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BIBLE TRANSLATING AND 
DISTRIBUTING BY 

CHU RCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
DECADE OF THE SEVENTIES (5) 

(Con tinued from page 7) 
great" he w ished for in his first editorial 
of the decade of the seventies. He 
wrote: 

With th e economic prosperity, the 
inte llectual advancement and the 
social advantage we now have if we 
r io not break out w ith something 
.·:e3t in the next decade we will 
o nly compound o ur s in. 

Bible translation by the church is 
something g reat! 
1401 Hillcrest Drive, Arlington, TX 76010 

------o---

SHOOTING UP THE TOWN, OR MEN 
(Continued from page 8) 

this will be a bad report. The soldiers of 
the Lord can fight among themselves in 
the ir tra ining camps and their activities 
will be reported widely. This kind of 
confusion will do no good to the cause 
they represent, and w ill not be good. 
This is a lmost like shooting up th e town 
as if just to be noticed, but w ith no real 
purpose. 

Paul is so often admired in class, but 
the o nes speaking highly o f him pe rse
cute gospel preachers who would imitate 
him. Paul's "Psalm of Love" is adm ired 
on many a lip, but kept by few. Even 
1esus' battles can be loved by word of 
mouth. and at the same time those w ho 
would fo llow him to be hated. The gos
pel today will no more spread without 
P~ttin~ out of a co rn er than it wou ld in 
th~ first century. The voluntee rs in the 
King's service must know where they 
are going and why and be on their way! 
Those w ho can't walk beside them cer
ta inly need to replenish their supplies, 
and back them from afar off. A united 
home fro nt is a great encouragement to 
the men on the front lines. 
1026 West Williams, Ottuma, Iowa 52501 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 
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Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Te lephone: 817·947-5403 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~ 

~ 19 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 

~ (615) 383-2313 ~ 

,,...~-~..,..--------_..-------------..,..-----..,..-

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214} 526-7715 

"For men who are serious 
about their training 
to serve God . . . " 
Such as Jerry Culbertson, a former law 
enforcement officer who circumsta ntially 
met a man asking "Why did you shoot 
me?" "I knew I needed no justi ficat ion fo r 
using force, so I decided to use my talents 
to turn lives around before they reached 
the poi n t of no return ." 

Culbertson chose Harding's Christian 
Communications Program, where the 
two-year curriculum presented by an ex
perienced faculty, · extensive library 
facilities and academic atmosphere af

jerry Culbertson 

forded him " ... unsurpassed fellowship, an atmosphere of 

thinking and growing ." 
After completing the program in Augus t, 1979, Culbertson 

and his family are in Senath , Missouri. 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 
Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Represen tative 

For information about the program, w rite Harding University, Station A, 

Box 939, Searcy, AR 72143 or call (501) 268·6161, ext. 290. 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Seventh Annual 
"SPIRITUAL SWORD" LECTURESHIP 

Oct. 17-21, 1982 

Georgo Balloy 

V,P, Block 

Andrew Connally 

Dub McClish 

Hat Smith 

1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38111 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 

SUNDAY,OCTOBER17 
9:30 R. TURNER No Man Can Serve Two Masters (Mt. 6:24) 

10:20 H. McCORD Blessed Are The Merciful (MI. 5:7) 
Blessed Are The Pure tn Heart (MI. 5:8) 

7:00 F. CAMP Jesus' Mission And The Law Of Moses (Mt. 5:17-19) 
"Exceeding Righteousness" Necessary To Entering The 
Kingdom (Mt. 5:20) 

6:00 W. COLLINS Christ's Pathway To Greatness Results In Great Balance 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:00 B. SMITH Prayer, Some General Principl es (Mt. 6:5·8) 

10:00 G. ELKINS The Sin Of Worry (MI. 6:25·34) 
t t :OO L. WARREN You CAN Walk In Christ's Pathway To Greatness (cf: Phil. 

t:OO R. EXUM 
2:00 D. BROWN 
3:00 D. SAIN 
7:00 W. WINKLER 
8:00 G. BAILEY 

4:13) 
Christ's Pathway To Greatness Resulls In Great Joy 
Christ's Pathway To Greatness Resulls In Great Purity 
Oaths (Mt. 5:33-37) 
Prayer Encouraged (Mt. 7:6-t t) 
Blessed Are The Peacemakers (Mt. 5:9) 
Blessed Arc They That Arc Persecuted For Righteousness 
Sake (Mt. 5:10-12) 

TUESDAY,OCTOBER19 
9:00 K. MOSHER Almsgiving, Not To Be Publicized (Mt. 6:1-4) 

10:00 C. ELKINS Proper A ttitude Toward The Weaknesses Of Others (Mt. 
7:1-5) 

Roy Deaver Clark Elkins Garland Elkins 

, . 

A. 
Hugo McCofd James McGill J T Marlin Max Miller 

~ 
Robert Taylor, Jr. J.A. Thornton Rox Turner Lindsey Warren 

11:00 H. SMITH 
1:00 K. KNIGHT 
2:00 E. WEST 
3:00 G. THORNTON 

7:00 T. WARREN 
8:00 A. CONNALLY 

Fasting (MI. 6: 16-18) 
Give Not That Which Is Holy Unto Dogs (Mt. 7:6) 
The Greatness Of The Sermon On The Mount 
Reconciliation To Fellow-Man And To Acceptable Worship 
(MI. 5:23-26) 
The Proper Laying Up Of Treasure (Mt. 6: 19·23) 
Lust In The Heart (Mt. 5:27-30) 
Divorce and Remaniage (Mt. 5:31-32) 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
9:00 J. McGILL The Golden Rule (Mt. 7:12) 

10:00 L. COLE Wisely Building The House Of One's Life (Mt. 7:24-25) 

1 1:00 T. HIGHTOWER 
t :OO M. MILLER 
2:00 R. DEAVER 
3:00 J. GILMORE 
7:00 G. WOODS 

6:00 G. MUSIC 

Foolishly Building The House Of One's Life (Mt. 7:26-29) 
Hatred And Murder (Mt. 5:20·22) 
Retal iation (Mt. 5:36-40) 
The Law Of Love (Mt. 5:43-46) 
The Religion Of The Second Milo (MI. 5:4 t -42) 
Two Inviters. Two Gates, Two Ways, Two Destinies (MI. 
7:13-14) 
Blessed Are The Meek (Mt. 5:5) 
Blessed Are They That Hunger And Thirst After 
Righteousness (Mt. 5:6) 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 
9.00 J . MARLIN Yo Are The Sail Of The Earth (MI. 5:13) 

tO:OO R. Taylor 
1 t :OO W. WILDER 

t 00 B. JACKSON 
2.00 C. MILLS 
3:00 D. McCLISH 

7:00 A . HIGHERS 
6.00 V. BLACK 

Joo Gilmore, Jr 

Carl M ills 

Thomas 0 Warren 

Ye Are The Light Of The World (Mt. 5:14, t6) 
Background Of The Sermon On The Mount 
Obeying The Will Of God: The Only Door Into The Kingdom 
(Mt. 7:21-23) 
Men Must Beware Of False Prophets (Mt. 7· 15-20) 
Putting Christ's Kingdom First (MI. 6:33) 
Christ's Pathway To Greatness Resulls In Unfhnching 
Faithfulness 
Tho Model Prayer (Mt. 6:9-15) 
Blessed Are The Poor In Spirit (MI . 5:3) 
Blessed Are They That Mourn (Mt. 5:4) 

Alan E. Highers Terry H ightower 

Ke•th Mosher Goebel M usic 

Earl Wost WilliamWIIdor 

W N (81111 Jackson 

David Saln 

Wendell Wlnklor 

Oav•d Brown 

Franklin Gamp 

Leon Cole 

Wtllatd Collins 

Kerry Knight 

Billy Smith 

~ ~ 

Guy N. WOOds 



PLUCKING COLORED FEATHERS 
(Continued from page 12) 

represented by AI Martin on one hand, 
and jon Zens ("Baptist Reformation Re
view") on the other. And Robert D. 
Brinsmead a former Seventh-Day Ad
ventist from Australia, has had a power
ful positive impact on many in the 
restoration movement through his paper 
"Verdict" (formerly 11Present Truth"). 
Brinsmead is reformational, but non
Calvinistic. 

If the charismatic renewal stresses the 
Holy Spirit, the reformational message 
emphasizes God's sovereign and saving 
work in jesus Christ. It points to jesus as 
the heart of all Scripture, and sees his 
accomplishment and person as the core 
of the gospel by which all else should 
be measured. Responsible reformational 
leaders insist that saving faith leads to 
obedience and good works, as living 
root shows itself in visible fruit. Tradi
tional five-point Calvinism has often 
been caricatured by its opponents, and 
its "proof-texts" all teach something. We 
should be open to learn whatever God 
wishes to teach in this framework, even 
as we are ready to measure all it says 
by the Word of God alone. Our own 
tradition is as prone to human weakness 
and error as anyone else's. It, too, 
should be constantly measured by God's 
inspired Word. 

So, again, with Paul we ask: "Who is 
Paul? Who is Apollos? Who is Cephas?" 
And with the apostle we affirm: "All 
things are yours." Whatever is of God 
is for all his people. Let us open our 
eyes to the day we face, our ears to 
others who surround us, our hearts to 
God's Holy Spirit, .our hands to who
ever needs our help. Humble in con
fession and prayer, diligent in Bible 
study, ready for any good work, we can 
only profit. Like Alexander Campbell, 
we can pluck beautiful feathers for our 
hat wherever we find them. Paul himself 
invites us to do the same. 

INOLUDID YOUR ZIP OODID 
When you send ln a llst of new aub1crlp· 

tiona to the ll'lrm ll'ouzulatlon, pleue be 
•ure each baa tbe proper Zip Code number 
a.tter tho clt7 and atato. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing por 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
in tho Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 ces ncn accepted. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE ·BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

Lakeview Christian HoiDe 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

"In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS • • • DO WE QUALIFY? 

• • • 

Please send FREE information. 
We need funds to build I 1 00% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify ! 
>. 
'2 o Name 

~ 
~ Addrt"SS 

---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION---~~ ~ 
~ 
'C 

14 [574] 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 BELL· P.O. BOX 7648 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 791 09..()648 
(806) 352·5603 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

c 
co 
_e. 
g 

City Slale Zip 

Individual's funcllon In congregallon 

Name of congrc.>gallon 

Ph.Nos. -----------

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 7, 1982 



c L A S s I F I E D 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-wr\to tor tree 
leather samples and prices. Bible Blnder;y, Box 2481i, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

Advertialne in this seetion $1.50 per line. Deaiened espeelall:r to aeeommodatc eonereeatlona 

Looking for caretaker job for a Christian camp. Can 
give good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Maintenance experience, painting, electrical, tractor 
driving, ditching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Weldin~, care of fish pond, swimming pool, 
horse wranghn~. Also seven years experience with 
young people m children homes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 rears. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children al married to Christian mates). Call 806-
793-8475 or write: "J, Box Holder," P.O. Box 28801, 
Lubbock, TX 79407. 

adnrtiaine meetine plac:es, preachers seekine work or eonsreeations seeklnc preaehen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preac:hing-Persontll EvangC!Iism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's trainine" 
Leonard .M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 11)05 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
Evangelist/Minister sought: For new congregation, 
South. Calif. City of San Marcos. Near Junior College, 
in town of about 17,000. Full support, house available. 
Contact-Palomar church of Christ, P.O. Box 27393, 
Escondido, Calif. 714/745-1168. 
CHATHAM, N, .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.Siu.:._=.;:.::_;;.:...._A.N ___ C..,..H=o=RAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relativea or frienda in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchoraee, Alaako. 99510. 
Phono 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY A.lUDA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dubllu Road 

Pleuautou, Callrorula 84G88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

~WORSHIP ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapu, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minlaten: Lcwla Frlab;y, 714-622-2586; 

-----===P==au==l~H~arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St •• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday clasaes, 10:16: Worahip, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Viaitora Welcome. Write About 
neweomera to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :20G E. MorK"aD Ave., 
U.S. 460 Eo•t Oppoalte K-ltlort. Office 4'1'1· 
52'Tt. Bobb7 Wade, ltllu. 47'6-40G6. 

DENVER, COI.ORADO 8022R 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care starr. (Christian couples.) Good pay nnd bene· 
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/448-3557." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
ATI"N. .MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. WP!l, 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 791\-2~11. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega
tion, Is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411 . .:... -.....,.,,...-_,.........,._,=""',..,.........,.. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Children's 
Home Is accepting applications for houseparents and 
rellef-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical Insurance, retirement insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE SZWORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bellfield Rd., Knoxvflle, Tenn. 
37922. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
interested call: Area Cd. 402-245·2251 or AC 402· 
245-5857. 
The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our Lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive in serving Christ. Locared In a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further Information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586-4557. 
Minister Wanted: Mature Experienced man wanted for 
a small (125) congregation in northwest Arkansas, 
House and Salary. Contact: Elders, Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 581, Pans, AR 72855. 
For Sale-18 Pews, 10 feet long with cushions, all in 
very good condition. $100.00 each. Church of Christ, 
Stephens, Ark. 71764, 501, 836-8044. 
WANTED: one oilwell (or other financial backing) for 
foreign mission effort resulting in one conversion for 
every $25 spent. Contact Missions, P.O. Box 966, Vic
torville, CA 92392. 
FULL TIME PREACHER: Church of Christ, Galena Park, 
Texas (Houston area). Average attendance 35-40; 
week!Y contribution $550. Mission opportunity in 
growmg Mexican-American population. Facilities unen
cumbered: Aud. seats 450; 18 classrooms; van· fine 
brick home, unfurnished with utilities. Send r~sume 
to: D. E. Lanier, 1702- 8th St., Galena Park, Texas 
77547. (713) 674-1308. 
VI.SITING '82 ,wqRLD'~ FAIR IN KNOXVILLEl Only 35 
m1les from Fa1r s1te-B1ble Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes
day 7:30 PM-AII limes EDT-Exit 352 1-40 west of 
K!'loxvillc-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kmgston, TN.-phone 615-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-5706. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Experienced ministt:r need~d for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
m1les from Yosem1te National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60-70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, 5940 E. Woodland, Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 123·1811. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation in Grand Island, Nebraska The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an a~erage 
attendance of 60 to a 135 average in the past two 
years. Our goal is to continue this growth pattern in 
the future. If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to· Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68824. · 
LARIMORE BOOKS WANTED letters & Se1mons· l & 
His Boys; life lette1s and Se1mons; Our Corne/ Bo.ok; 
Heart~stone Echoes. Doug Foster, 4109 Gallatin Rd. 
Nashville, TN 37216. ' 
Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Call 
T. A. Grice at (817) 893-5852. 

PREACHER WANTED NOW FOR EVANGELISTIC MIND
ED CONGREGATION IN ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA. 
(OVER 110 BAPTISMS IN LAST 20 MONTHS). HOUSE 
FURNISHED, SALARY NEGOTIABLE. NEED MAN WITH 
EXPERIENCE, TO WORK WITH FOUR ELDERS IN A 
FAST GROWING AREA. CONGREGATION IS 28 YEARS 
OLD. SEND RESUME, TAPED SERMON AND PHOTO 
TO: ELDERS: NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

6329 9th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33702 

Call: CHARLES HASLAM FOR MORE DETAILS. (813) 
822-8616 or (813) 321·3285. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for Info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691·3363 (Israel 
Flores). 

"HAVE BIBLE WILL PREACH." If you are about one 
hundred miles from here and need my services on the 
Lord's Day, please coniact Dan Williams, P.O. Box 973, 
Brownwood, Texas 76801. 
FOR SALE-1966 Ford Church Bus. 48 passenger. Runs 
good. Priced reasonable to needy congregation of 
Church of Christ. Box 156; Ryan, OK 73565. 
Preacher and/or song leader available f;o..;.r_r_e_g .. tul=-a-r, 
part-time employment within driving distance· of Rich· 
ardson, Texas. Trained and experienced in both preach
ing and singing. Richard Norman 214/234-2952. 
PREACHER WANTED: The congregation of Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin is seeking a mature, evangelistic, 
Gospel oriented, preacher for full time work. Have 
part1al support. If interested write- Church of Christ· 
Wlssota P.O. Box 336-Chippewa falls, WI 54729 or 
call John, 715-723-5952 or 715-832-9630, Tony. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FouudatloD 
trlea to •ereeD advertt•lug, aud will Dot 
kDowlnK"I7 toke que•UoDable ad'Vertl•ln.,;. 
But U Ia the reader'• re•pou•lbllltr to ID• 
ve•tlgate. Like aD}" other paper, we •ome
tlmea uuwlttlngl7 roD- aD an worth}" ad. 
Aa tbe old •aJ'IDir pe•, before 700 luve•t. 
IDve•tl.natel 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates. 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

OW llSSO SCHOOL Of BIBLII:llL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

*Bible Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experienced Qualified Faculty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition *Ideally located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Applications Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred Literature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. . . . 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Chrtst and IS overseen by 1ts elders. 
For More Information Write or Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School of Biblical Studies 
Box 6596 

Tulsa, OK 74156 

PHONE: 1-918·425-8869 Fall Semester Begins 
September 11, 1982 
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Our Ninth Year 

Nine months old Raj Ratnam 
weighed 8112 pounds and was too 
weak to turn his head or to cry 
when he came to the John Abra
ham Homes! 

" ... Whoever receives one such child in my 
. '' name recetves me. (Matthew 18:5 NASV) 

Dear Friend, Brother , Sister: 

Nothing can be said here that would ever 
describe the saddened rage one experiences 
as he holds one of God 's little ones such as 
Raj Ratnam who was litera lly starving to 
death when h.e was brought into the John 
Abraham homes . Others , at day of birth , 
were rescued from a we ll , or from a railroad 
just before the train - never washed o r fed 
- or fished from a pile of rubble, or from un
der a tree by the roadside. 

A part of one dies when an emaciated pa
rent kisses his feet begging, "Take my 
child ." What agony must be in such a 
breast. And you, when you have spoken 
in such an awful circumstance, it is as 
though God had spoken , for your yes 
or no often means life or death . 

Today, thanks to wonderful people just like 
you. hundreds of little children celebrate 
life in the six John Abraham Homes in 
India where they are mothered, doctored , 
educa ted , fed, housed , clo thed and taught 
the Bible every day . Speaking from exper
ience we can say that nothing one can do 
brings such a wonderful feeling that one is 
needed in the world as when one looks into 
the wonderful eyes of a child that knows 
you saved its life. When you foster parent 
one of these , we insist that a personal rela
tionship be established for the child's wei-

fare and your pleasure. You receive the 
history and a picture of yo ur child (or child-
ren.) You can quit when you need to just 
by advising us . Can you imagine the won
der of it? Saving a child at a cost of only 
$22 .00 per month! Shall we bring one in for 
you? Now? Hunger doesn't wait! We can 
usually supply your ch oice of a boy or girl. 
On behalf o f these little ones who cannot , 
we wish to thank you for caring so much. 

- Baxter Loe 
All Board Members Are Either Elders, Deacons or Ministers. 

r---- - - ---- - ------ - - -----------------

' I John Abraham Memorial Christian Relief Fund 
Box 30007, Amarillo, TX 79120 (806-383-3196) 

I WANT TO SAVE A CHILD 

0 I want to sponsor a needy child at $22.00 
per month. Check in amount of$ ___ _ 
enclosed. 

0 I am enclosing $ ___ ___ for you 
to use where it .is needed most. 

0 I am enclosing a list of names and address
es of friends who would like to receive your 
free Christian Bounty. 

O I would like to have more information on 

Name ________ _ _____ __ 

Address _ ______ _ _____ _ 

City _______ State ___ Zip __ _ 
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OVER 200 CHRISTIANS FROM FRANCE, BELGIUM AND 
SWITZERLAN D met in Borzee, Belgium for the 7th annual 
French-speaking lectureship. 

This was the largest attendance yet for the lectureship 
which draws more and more participants each year. 

Next year's lecturesh ip will be held in conjunction with 
the annual lectureships of all European countries, all of which 
are to be held in Strasbourg, France as part of the first truly 
international lectureship of the Churches of Christ to be held 
in Europe. 

Austin, Texas, September 14, 1982 
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DivOrce and Remarriage 

The rage of the past few years has been the divorce 
and re-marriage question. Great pressure has been ap
plied to various forums and communication media to 
grant time and space to views that up until recently were 
universally regarded as heretical. We still regard them 
thus, and feel no obligation to provide room for their 
broadcast. 

First the market was flooded wi.th books and seminars 
on how to make your marriage a beautiful and mean
ingful thing. They didn't seem to work the wonders 
they were supposed to work, so we had a second gen
eration of seminars and books on how to survive divorce 
and what to do when you are "single again." 

There is total agreement that divorce is sin; that God 
hates it; and that God has decreed that the marriage 
commitment be for a lifetime. It is only recently that we 
have heard of the step beyond-"but if you do, God 
will understand and be merciful." And a second step 
beyond has made its appearance-"non-church mem
bers were not subject to God's laws on marriage in the 
first place." We cannot, and we do not, believe such 
stuff. 

God holds all liars responsible, regardless of whether 
they are Christians. He holds all murderers responsible, 
regardless of whether they are Christians. Why does he 
offer a special dispensation and not hold all adulterers 
responsible? That's how liars and murderers got to be 
sinners in the first place. What made them sinners will 
make adulterers sinners. If not, why not? 

There is no law of interpretation by which we can 
demand that a drunkard take all the pleasure of the sin 
out of his life through repentance before we can, from 
the Bible, offer him the hope that God will forgive his 
sin, and at the same time tell the adulterer that he can 
continue in the practice of sin and enjoy its pleasures 
and that God who wants him to have a happy life will 
understand and allow it. 

God's demand on the human race-Christian and 
unchristian alike-is that without repentance we perish. 
God does not hate one sin more than he hates another. 
He hates lying. He hates murder. He hates adultery. A 
consistent God would as easily excuse one as the other 
-and on the same basis exactly-repentance. John, in 
Revelation 21, consigns them all alike to the lake of fire. 
That's not heaven. 
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None have trouble understanding what God has said 
on the subject. He makes himself perfectly clear. Any 
arrangement for any other possibility has to be made "in 
the Area of silence." If the authority of God extends 
over areas of silence, like we say it does on the instru
mental music question, then why not in exactly the same 
manner on the divorce and remarriage question? Any 
other view than that which is expressed in Matthew 19 
is at least running the risk of the presumptuous sin. 

The oft used plea that "God doesn't want me to live 
a lifetime like this" isn't valid either. jesus said that some 
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven's sake." We believe that he meant to teach that 
in some especially hard and unpleasant circumstances, 
we simply have to make up our minds whether we want 
to go to heaven or whether we want to enjoy the plea
sures of sin for a season. 

The divorced suffer as few others suffer. Psychologists 
tell us ·that the trauma of divorce is second only to the 
trauma of losing a mate in death. We have no desire to 
add to the burdens of any who have suffered under the 
crushing experience. But we would do anything in our 
power to save them from rejection by jehovah-which 
is far more traumatic than rejection by a mate. 

In a society in which marriage is already considered 
archaic by a very large segment, the church, and Chris
tian parents especially, must not encourage a generation 
to grow up feeling that marriage for life is not necesarily 
a binding proposition. 

The Bible very plainly states that "anyone who di
vorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery. 
And if she divorces her husband and marries another, 
she commits adultery." It will be that way until the stars 
fall. 

It is important that we continue to preach what the 
Biqle s~ys with careful definiteness lest it become lost 
through diffusion with permissive cultures. 

God doesn't have to be justified before man for the 
way he has chosen to run the world, but man has to be 
justified before God for the way he has mishandled his 
own life. 

We may be on unsafe ground when we deal with the 
right of the "innocent party." 

FIR!U FOUNDATION 
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Starving the Spirit 

It has been said that 90% of the 
scientists of all history are alive today! 
I have also heard th at an eighth grader 
in the American schoo l system knows 
more about the phys ical world than A ris
totle. We moderns pride ourse lves on 
our scientific knowl edge, not realizing 
that advanced knowledge of physical 
~eal i ty is often accompanied by spiritual 
1gnorance. 

Jesus Christ accused the people of his 
own day of being scientifically preco
cious but spiritually retarded. "When you 
see a cloud rising in the west, you say at 
once, 'A shower is com ing'; and so it 
happens. And when you see the south 
wind ?lowing, you say, 'There w ill be 
scorch1.ng heat'; and it happens. You 
hypocntes! You know how to interpret 
the appearance of earth and sky; but 
why do you not know how to interpret 
the present tim e." (Luke 12:54-56). 

The Scientific Method 
The modern paradox of scientific ad

vancement alongside spiritua l poverty 
stems largely from the astound ing suc
cess of what is cal led The Sci entific 
Method. People sometimes boast that 
science produces certainty and this is 
true, but on ly if you grant the co lossal 
reduction ism that goes on in the scien
~ific method. It would be li ke saying that 
1f you used a f ishing net w ith two-inch 
holes in it you w ould never catch any
thing under two inches. 

Reality in its fullest sense is extremely 
complex. It contains intuitions of value 
an d significance; it contains love, beau
ty, mystical ecstasy, and intimations of 
divinity. Science does not possess in te l
lectual instruments with which to dea l 
w ith all these subjective, non-empirical 
aspects of reali ty. Consequently it ig
nores them and concen trates its atten
tion upon those traits of the world that 
it could deal w ith by means of arith
metic, geometry, and th e various branch
es of higher mathematics. 

Why does the scientific method reject 
subjective factors, emotions, and feel 
ings? Simply because it is conven ient! 
Because the method wi ll not allow you 
to deal w ith the immense complexity of 
reali ty. The scientist, therefore, selects 
from the whole of experience only those 
elements that can be weighed, mea
sured, numbered, o r which lend them
selves to mathematica l treatment. By 
using this technique of simpl ification 
and abstraction the scientist has suc
ceeded to an astonishing degree in un 
derstanding and dominating the physical 
environment. Thi s success was intoxicat
ing and thus many scientists and scien
tific phi losophers jumped to the con
clusion that their usefu l abstraction from 
reality was rea lity itself. 

This is a fallacy we call Reductionism. 

A. J . HOOVER 

You commit the Reductive Fallacy when 
you select a portion of a complex enti ty 
a.nd say the who le is mere ly that por
tiOn. You are gui lty of reduction ism 
when yo u say things like: love is noth
ing but sex, man is just an an imal, music 
is nothing but sound waves, art is noth
ing but co lor. 

Happily, many modern thinkers have 
recognized and denounced this reduc
tive strain in the philosophy of scien
tific materia lism. Abraham Maslow spoke 
for this group w hen he protested that, 
" The classical ph ilosophy of science as 
morally neutral, value neutral, is not 
only wrong, but is extremely dangerous" 
(American Psychologist, 24:274). 

Once you recognize the reductive 
element in the scientific method it 
doesn' t surprise you that science has a 
strong tendency toward material ism. As 
R. G. Collingwood observes : 

M~teria l.ism . is the truth about any 
object, JUSt m so far as the object is 
reducible to terms of pu re mathe
matics; and no object is so reducible 
except by consciously or unconscious
~ ~ shutti~g ou~ eyes to everything that 
d 1 ftere nt1a t~s 1t from everything else. 
Th1s consc1ous or unconscious act of 
abstraction is the very being of the 
scientific consciousn ess, and it is 
therefore no matter for pained sur
prise when science shows a bias to
wards determinism, behaviourism, and 
material ism genera lly. (Speculum 
Mentis, 168). 

Someone has well said that science 
f? ives pe;fe~t answers to trivi al ques
tions. Thrs IS largely true. When it gets 
down to the real serious questions of 
li fe-<;:> rigin, purpose, destiny, meaning, 
morality- science is silent. Like a help
less computer it confesses: " I'm not 
programmed to handle that kind of ques
tion." 

The Example Of Darwin 
O n.e of the most striking ill ustrations 

of th1 s paradox of scientific hypertrophy 
and spiritual atrophy is the great English 
scientist, Charles Darwin. Darwin grad
uall y lo.st not on ly his religious fa ith; he 
complamed that he lost also all interest 
in the " higher aesthetic tas tes" such as 
poetry and music and fine scenery. 

Darwin confessed w istfully that he 
coul? h.ave " higher fee lings of wonder, 
adm1rat1on, and devotion" when looking 
at a beautiful Brazi lian forest, but then 
he added, " I cannot see that such inward 
convictions and feel ings are of any 
weight as evidence of what rea lly exists." 
Notice th e contrast between "what real
ly exists"-nature or matter-and " in
ward convictions and feelings"- subjec
tive phenomena that the scientist can 't 
assim ilate. 

In a conversation with Darwin the 
Duke of A rgyll referred to the wonder
fu l design for certain purposes in nature 
which Darwin had brought out in his 
research. Darwin remarked, " Well, that 
often comes over me with overwhelm
ing force, but at other times . . . " At 
this point, Darw in would shake his head 
vaguely and add, " It seems to go away." 

Darwin said that his mind had become 
a machine for grind ing general laws out 
of large collections of facts. He said that 
if he had to live his life over he wou ld 
read some poetry and hear some music 
abou t once a week to keep up that side 
of his brain. Still , he concluded that 
these "h igher tas tes" existed only on the 
periphery of reality. "What reall y exists" 
-matter of nature-must be the primary 
concern for the scientist. 

Conclusion 
I feel constrained to take the things 

Darwin pushed to the periphery and 
push them back into the center of real
ity. M usic, poetry, pain ting, philosophy, 
morality, rel igion-all these thi ngs are 
deeply and seriously concerned with 
" what really exists." They may be unseen 
but that doesn't matter because as Pau l 
explains for the Christian, "We look not 
to the th ings that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen; for th e things 
that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal." (2 Cor. 
4:18). 

If science can't handle moral ity, aes
thetics, and re ligion that on ly proves 
that the scientific method was reduct ive 
in the first place. Sir Arthur Eddington 
once used a famous analogy to illus
t rate this reductionism. He told of a 
fisherman who concl uded from his fish
ing experiences with a certain net that 
" no creature of the sea is less than two 
inches long." Now this d isturbed many 
of h i's colleagues and they demurred, 
pointing out that many sea creatures are 
under two inches and they j ust slipped 
through the two-inch ho les in the net. 
But th e ichthyologist was unmoved: 
"What my net can' t catch ain' t fish," he 
pontificated, and then he scornfu lly ac
cused his cri tics of having prescientific, 
med ieva l, metaphysical prejudicies. 

Scientific reduct ion ism or "Scientism" 
-as it is often ca ll ed- is similar to th is 
fisherman wi th the special net. Since the 
strict empirical scientist can't "catch" or 
"grasp" such qual itative th ings like free
dom, moral ity, aesthetics, mind, and 
God, he concl udes that they don' t exist. 
But th ey just sl ipped through his net. 
They have been slipping through his net 
all the way from Democritus to B. F. 
Skinner and Carl Sagan. 
Abi lene Christian University, Abi lene, 
Texas 
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!Perverting the ChurCh's 

Men manage to pervert the gospel, 
doctrine, practices, and the church, but 
the surprising thing is that it is often 
done under the guise of protecting the 
right way. 

In the first century the Judaizing 
teachers not only threatened the church 
with a perverted message and practice 
but also in diverting the church from its 
mission. This was as dangerous, if not 
more, to the church than what they were 
teaching. We see the same thing taking 
place today as the church is brought to 
almost a complete standstill by self ap
pointed saviors of the church. 

The message of the judazing teachers 
was primarily the necessity of observing 
the law of Moses. If they had succeeded 
Christianity would have been swallowed 
up in Judaism. 

The apostles, and many other first 
century Christians, understood the com
mission the Lord gave his church was 
to: "Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel ... " They took advantage 
of every opportunity to do what they 
were told. On Pentecost Peter grasped 
the opportunity to preach when some 
thought the apostles were drunk. 

But consider what could have hap
pened. Peter and John could have set 
out to divide those 5,000 new converts 
into personal followers. Paul anc;f Barna
bas could have gone back to the con
gregations they had established to align 
them behind them. Paul could have 
marked Barnabas as a liberal because he 
insisted on maintaining fellowship with 
that unfaithful Mark. But it did not hap
pen because the apostles were not seek
ing personal advantage. 

But there were some in the jerusalem 
congregation who were to do what Paul 
warned the Ephesian elders to watch for: 
"I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your 
own selves men will arise speaking per
verse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them." 
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Mission 
LESLIE LEONARD 

The Judaizing teachers began preach
ing the necessity of keeping the law and 
being circumcised. Like any teacher, 
false or not, they were thoroughly con
vinced that they, and they a•one, had 
the truth. We shouldn't consider them 
dishonest, few men are dishonest. They 
are often merely confused. Not only 
what they taught threatened the church 
but also what they did. What they did 
was to turn the church from its com
mission to "Go into all the world ..• " 
to a new task of going into the church. 
Their message was no longer the good 
news that jesus had come and died for 
our sins. It was a message that for a 
Christian to please God he had to ob
serve the law and be circumcised. This 
is a complete perversion of the church's 
mission. The church was being turned 
away from its commission, its primary 
task of evangelizing, to that of devour
ing itself with internal strife. The lost 
are ignored while men concentrate on 
proselyting in the church. 

Paul wrote Timothy, "For some men, 
straying from these things, have turned 
aside to fruitless discussion, w~nting to 
be teachers of the Law, even though 
they do not understand either what they 
are saying or the matters about which 
they make confident assertions." 

Of course this is the work of Satan, 
the master strategist in divide and con
quer. Turn the brotherhood from its 
primary taks, and get it involved in fight
ing among itself. The world can remain 
lost while all the energy is exerted in 
converting the church. 

Of course the church is to be kept 
pure. That is one of the tasks given to 
the church, but it can only be done by 
"being diligent to preserve the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace." When 
attempts to purify the church splinter 
it into warring sects there's something 
wrong. 

The Judaizing teachers probably 
thought of their task as that of establish-

ing a "true church." They probably 
thought they were preaching the "whole 
gospel." To many they must have ap
peared as the "defenders of the fatih," 
who were upright emphasizing the ne
cessity of faithfulness to God. They must 
have appeared as good faithful Chris
tians. 

But notice what Paul wrote about 
them. "For such are false apostles, deceit
ful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ. And no mar
vel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be trans
formed as the ministers of righteous
ness: whose end shall be according to 
their works." 

Can't you imagine people saying: 
"They certainly stand for the truth." 
"They only want to go by the Scrip
tures." But Jesus said we're not to go by 
appearances. He said, "Beware of the 
false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are rave
nous wolves." He then tells us how to 
determine whether they are what they 
appear to be. He said, "You will know 
them by their fruits. Grapes are not gath
ered from thorn bushes, nor figs from 
thistles, are they? ... " 

So look at the fruits of these saviors 
of the church. Is it a vibrant evangelistic 
church they create preaching the mes
sage of salvation to a lost world? Or is 
it a dying self-consuming, bickering 
thing that the world wants no part of, 
and even the church is ashamed of? 

Jesus' church was an evangelistic in
stitution, but the Judaizing teachers of 
the first century perverted its mission. 
We're not told what their motive was, 
but the wrecked and destroyed con
gregations tell us what they were. 

As Solomon said, "there is nothing 
new under the sun." 

1303 5th Street, Fairbury, NE 68352 
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Establishing Dialogue 
WILLIAM V. CLARY 

One of the foremost goals of the Restoration Movement is 
to bring about unity based upon complete acceptance of 
biblical teachings. We all agree that the Lord wanted unity 
and prayed for it, John 17, and therefore it can be accom
plished: 

There is not a congregation among us that has total agree
ment on all issues or doctrinal matters. This will always be 
due to immaturity of some, unwillingness to be open minded 
by others, and a questioning spirit for the rest. Does that 
mean that we cannot have a dialogue with one another and 
try to allow God's word to be our guide? 

This writer lives in Lincoln, Illinois the home of one of the 
largest Independent Christian Church colleges and seminaries 
in America. Many "big name men" have been in town and 
it has been this writer's privilege to talk with them and to 
learn more about our brethren on the other side of the key
board. 

It is my conviction that many bridges can be built without 
a compromise of conviction when dialogue is established. 
Please consider the following suggestions and implement as 
many as possible. The whole community will benefit and cer
tainly we will be on the road to achieving unity for which 
Jesus prayed so fervently. 

For too long both the churches of Christ and Independent 
Christian Churches have been "isolationist" brethren. We all 
assumed that the other side is "close minded" and therefore 
it is a waste of time to discuss biblical teachings. That simply 
is not true. 

Jimmy Jividen, in his excellent book, "Caring Enough To 
Correct," accurately states that fellowship is narrower than 
brotherhood. We cannot exdude anyone from brotherhood 
that has been immersed into Jesus for forgiveness of sins. 
After all, who adds them to the body, God or man? To'have 
dialogue with brethren that view the instrument as a matter 
of opinion is not to mean that we endorse that stand. One 
does not have to eat all food located on a salad bar to be 
considered hungry. 

When all brethren shed defensiveness and learn to know 
each other, discussion will come much more easily and results 
will be beneficial. Things to overcome this barrier might in
clude some of the followings: 

Invite a brother from the other viewpoint and take him to 
lunch-again, providing a meal cannot be interpreted as 
fellowship or our Christian salesman would be in deep trou
ble!! Spend the rest of the day learning about the brother's 
family, hobbies, etc. See how much you have in common 
and keep the first exchange on a low key approach. The 
fewer that participate in this type of meeting, the better. No 
outside brethren should be invited or suspicion will certainly 
be aroused. 

A note of thanks could be sent after spending the day and 
letting them know that you are glad to know them. This will 
break down many barriers. Even going to their meetings and 
inviting them to ours (maybe the day will come when theirs 

and ours will be eliminated from our spiritual vocabulary) 
will be great. For the sake of biblical conviction and con
science, I never sing when attending a meeting with the 
brethren of the Independent Christian Church and hav.e never 
felt intimidated because of it. In fact, some songs have been 
sung a cappella out of respect to me when attending. 

One cannot meet with a person and grow to love them 
and not want to share God's word and be a Christian. Every 
child of God is told to teach others. We have examples of 
Christians teaching others and helping each other learn more 
of God's plan. 

When meeting with the brethren of the Independent Chris
tian Church, brethren of the churches of Christ must recog
nize some areas where we agree (the· vast majority of the 
time this will be true) as well as areas where we differ. What 
can be done? 

First of all, dismiss the notion that the difference between 
us is instrumental music. The real difference is the matter of 
interpreting the silence of the Scriptures. This will aid us 
greatly in our dialogue with one another. 

For example, the Independents feel that if the Scriptures 
do not expressly condemn something, then it is permissible. 
The members of the churches of Christ state that if it is not 
authorized, then it cannot be implemented. One can see how 
we differ with the instrument. Others areas of difference 
would be the Independents using ladies to teach an adult 
Bible class with men present. Offering the Lord's Supper on 
occasions other than the first day of the week; perhaps having 
services at Christmas time or Easter; supporting an evangelis
tic association that will plant and/or strengthen congrega
tions. Each congregation can choose what they will do and 
what they support. Autonomy prevails within the Indepen
dents, too. Please do not make the mistake of associating the 
Independents with the Disciples of Christ-there is very 
little similarity. 

The solution is to agree with the brother on the other side 
of the keyboard ·to consider the views that we hold in light 
of the Scriptures and see where our thinking might lead us 
at the end. Does silence aid or negate our argument? 

When the approach of dialogue rather than debate is taken, 
much good can be accomplished and both brethren will 
learn some new biblical truths. We do not have all the bril
liant minds on either side and if so, why does the other side 
still convert others to Christ? 

Semantics have played a great role in dividing brethren. 
Which is better according to the Bible, "gospel meeting" or 
"revival?" Where do we turn for a thus saith the Lord for 
"pulpit preacher" or "senior minister?" Did Paul preach in an 
"auditorium" or a "sanctuary?" One can see the folly of 
lining up behind such terms and thus forming a sectarian 
spirit which all so properly hate:what about that oft quoted 
phrase, "Do Bible things in Bible ways and call Bible things 
by Bible names?" Where does that fit for members of the 
churches of Christ or Independents? 

Brethren, I plead with all of you to overcome defensive
ness and learn to love one another. Take time to study to
gether and be willing to receive additional instruction. By 
being open minded and yet firmly committed to doing what 
the Bible says might bring about the unity that Jesus prayed 
for in John 17. 

856 S. State St., Lincoln, IL 62656 
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Taking Truth Seriously 
L ARRY CHOUINARD 

Are you wi ll ing to endure the pain attached to a life de
voted to truth? Will you speak the truth even thought a slight 
distortion may be more comfortable? Are you w illing to allow 
the light of truth to shatter even your most cherished convic
tions? A l ife totally dedicated to the tru th must answer in the 
affi rmative. To avoid the truth because it is painful or threat
ening refle:cts a low estimate of its value. We must always 
consider our self- interest and personal comfort relatively 
unimportant in our search for truth. No one promised that 
the truth would always correspond to reali ty as we see it. If 
we take truth seriously we w ill always regards its va lue much 
more than we do our own comfort. 

Nearly half of the 109 occurrences of the noun " truth" 
(Gr. aletheia) appear in the writings of john. John is con
cerned that his readers "walk in truth" (I I john 4; Ill John 
3-4). Fo r John it is inconsistent to claim to have the truth and 
yet continue to "walk in darkness" (I Jn. 1:16). ~claim of 
sin lessness is sufficient grounds to negate our cla1m of pos
sessing the truth 1.:8). john wants his readers to real ize "that 
no lie is of the truth" (2:21). Even th e Christian's love must 
not be " in word or speech but in deed and in truth" (3:18). 
For john the only sound reason to advocate a re ligious doc
trine or lifesty le be accepted is to be found in its truthfulness. 
One's regard for truth is not determined by claims but by 
deeds. The writings of john cal l upon bel ievers to be devoted 
to t ru th, whatever the cost. 

What does a life of total dedication to the tru th mean? It 
means, first of all, a life of continuous and never-ending 
stringent self examination. Paul challenged the Corinthians 
to examine themselves to see if they were hold ing to the 
faith (II Cor. 13:5). One who loves the truth keeps coming to 
the light to have his deeds examined to verify that they have 
God's approval (J n. 3:21). Examination of the world wi thout 
is never as personally painful as examination of the world 
within. But i f we take truth seriously we wil l not on ly examine 
the world around us, we wi l l also examine the examiner. To 
be a critic of the short-comings of another's li fe is easy; but 
it is painful to allow the light of truth to focus on your own 
l ife. Because of the pain involved in a critical self-examination 
the majority seek to avoid the force of truth for their own 
l ives. After al l , if th e splinter in the eye of our brother has 
captured our attention, we need not be concerned w ith th.e 
logs blind ing us to our own weaknesses. Yet, one who 1s 
devoted to truth recognizes that the pain of self-examination 
is the only way to spiritual maturity. The further one pro
ceeds dow n the path of self-examination the more the pain 
involved seems relatively unimportant. 

A life totally dedicated to truth means also a l ife which is 
will ing to be personally chal lenged. Many come to the Bible 
not to be cha ll ~nged by it's message, but merely to re inforce 
previously held convictions. Every issue has been sett led and 
neatly fi led for future reference. Certain ly there is securi ty in 
the theological fortresses we barricade ourselves behind. But 
a sincere love of the truth, and a w illingness to let it chal
lenge our lives demand that we allow our map of rea lity to be 
openly chal lenged by other map-makers. Otherwise, we live 
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in a closed system and can never be certain that our map of 
reality is val id. Yet, because there is pain inherent in the pro
cess of revising our map of reality, most seek to avoid chal
lenges by retreating into the security of familiar and well 
structu red fortresses. There are fortresses built upon the foun
dation of tradition where one merely parrots th e thinking of 
the past as if it provides an infa llible guide to the future. Oth
er fortresses are built on respected names who can do our 
thinking for us. When truth challenges us to rethink a posi
tion we can f lee to the security of the popu lar opinion. What
ever happened to taking a position solely because truth de
manded it? A truthseeker is never afraid of being exP,osed to 
criticism and the chal lenge of alternat ive views. He wil l run 
the risk of exposure because he knows that he does not have 
a market on truth. If we love the truth we will go where it 
leads, even if we find ourselves in unfamiliar territory. 

A liTe devoted to t ruth will be complete ly honest with new 
information that challenges previously held convictions. 
Honestly wrestl ing with th e t ruth necessitates putting some 
of our dogmatism into a holding pattern. We sometimes must 
admit that we do not have an answer, and honesty demands 
that we not manufacture one. I must admit that it is difficult 
to live with that element of uncertainty. But perhaps that is 
the tension that w ill always persist between faith and truth. 
What we must avoid is the attempt to establish faith without 
honestly (acing the issues at stake. If we love the truth, we 
w ill leave no stone unturned in our quest for understanding. 
That is the price we must pay if we va lue the truth. There is 
no pain or struggle to l ive a lie. A lie is simply the unwilling
ness to experi ence the legitimate pain attached to living the 
truth. We can settle for the comfort of a lie, and even pretend 
that we have the truth but in the end we will find that a life 
built upon a falsehood cannot stand. 

john has a lot to say concern ing the practice of truth. It is 
not enough to make a claim of possessing truth, our lives 
must consistently conform accordingly. There wi ll always be 
a degree of tension between our knowledge of the truth and 
our practice thereof. However, before a watching world w e 
must seek to sign ificantly reduce the tension to avo id the 
charge of hypocrisy. Livi ng the truth may mean taking un
popular stands that directly affront the status quo. The status 
quo of jewish legal ism was directly assau lted by the freedom 
inherent w ithin Paul's gospel. The Apostle inquired of his 
Galatian brethren, "have I become your enemy by telling 
you the truth" (Gal. 4:16)? The truth of the gospe l is per
ceived as no less radical in the twentieth century. A li fe de
voted to the Lordship of Christ is counted as a strange th ing 
in a world that has made pleasure its King. It is much easier 
to debate abstract theo logical themes than to practice truth 
in our daily lives. The church has in many instances been side
tracked into swatting gnats while the w eightier matters of the 
law are ignored. Until we take truth serious enough to prac
tice it, even when it means going against popular trends, 
we cannot claim to love the truth. 

There are many crucial elements that make up a sincere 
lover of t ruth. We all like to think of ourselves as lovers of 
the truth. But if we are honest with ourselves we know that 
sometimes our se lf- interest distorts the truth to make it more 
com fortable to live with. May we lea rn to honestly and open
ly follow the truth even though the venture may be painful 
and sacrificial. 

P.O. Box 69, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
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Bible Translating and Distributing by Churches of Christ 
in the Decade of the Seventies ( 6) 

WORLD BIBLE TRANSLATION CENTER 
Our survey of Bible translating and 

distributing, gleaned from the pages of 
the Firm Foundation in the seventies, 
turned up a limited number of refer
ences to World Bible Translation Center 
(WBTC) after 1973. 

Other than what I have already re
ported, I found two references to WBTC 
m the 1973 volume. One was the front 
cover picture of the March 6 issue and 
the other an article by Johnny Stovall. 
Stovall, a former missionary to Indone
sia, was encouraging support for WBTC 
in October 1973 (p. 630). He was deeply 
interested that a new and accurate trans
lation of the Bible be made for Indo
nesia. 

Something not published was the 
coming of Benton Dibrell in August 1973 
to begin a feasibility study and to re
search the deaf sign language. He did 
these in 1973-74. This was work that 
determined that WBTC would begin a 
translation of the New Testament for the 
deaf. 

Also not published was the coming 
of Dale Randolph to Hillcrest in Septem
ber 1973. He worked at first both with 
the church and WBTC as he familiarized 
himself with the Bible translating work. 
Being fully involved in a Bible transla
tion ministry was the objective he had 
in coming to Arlington. He was appoint
ed the Director of the center and con
tinues to serve in this capacity. WBTC 
bears the imprint of this man's ability 
and enthusiasm. 

1974 
The cover picture of January 15, 1974 

and the related story in the issue of 
January 29 continued to tell the progress 
of the work (p. 74). Also, an announce
ment of the addition of Jerry Pospisil to 
WBTC was made on page 77. 

Although it was not published in the 
firm Foundation, it may be of interest 
to readers to know that Ervin Bishop, a 
missionary to Athens, Greece for almost 
nine years, and his family returned to 
the United States, and he joined WBTC 
as a New Testament translator about 

. September 1, 1974. Bishop an accom
plished Greek scholar, was soon given 
the responsibility of guiding the deaf 
translation, and Stanley Morris was as
signed to the Telugu translation. 

Telugu Translation 
The announcement that WBTC would 

begin a translation in Telugu was made 
in an article written by John Waddey and 
Stanley Morris th~t was published July 
16, 1974, p. 458. The Telugu language 
is spoken by some 50 million people in 
India. The Karns Church of Christ, Knox
ville, Tennessee was to receive funds 
for this work. A second article, written 
by Waddey, was published in the July 
30 issue, page 493. It explained further 
the plans for Telugu and corrected some 
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things about the need for a new trans
lation. 

Deaf Translation 
In a paid advertisement on the back 

page of the April 23, 1974 Firm Founda
tion an announcement was made that 
"A Deaf/English New Testament is being 
produced in print and on film by World 
Bible Translation Center." 

On August 20, 1974 WBTC reported 
that 1,000 copies of Luke in the edition 
for the deaf were printed and were 
being distributed (free) to the deaf com
munity. Explanation of the need for a 
special translation for deaf people was 
made. Also, the work on the Telugu 
New Testament and the operation of the 
translation center were described (p. 
538). 

Luke and Acts were completed in the 
English Version for the Deaf (EVD) in 
June 1975. No report of this was found 
in the Firm foundation. These two books 
printed in one volume, were presented 
to the deaf community at the Annual 
National Christian Deaf Workshop held 
in Austin, Texas that year. 

Work continued on the EVD and a 
picture was published on the front cover 
of the issue of May 2, 1978 commemo
rating the completion of the first trans-

lation of the New Testament for the 
deaf. The picture was made at the Abi
lene Christian University Lectureship in 
February. Honored were pioneer work
ers with the deaf: Billy Leavell and Lloyd 
Williams, both deaf and preachers of 
the gospel, Gladys Holland, and Benton 
Dibrell. Also appearing in the picture 
were Elmer L'Roy, Dr. B. E. Davis, Dr. 
jon Ashby, and Dr. Jerry Drennen. 

The New Testament: English Version 
for the Deaf, inscribed "For the Glory of 
God," published by Baker Book House, 
was presented to the deaf people of the 
world in ceremonies at the Sixteenth 
Annual National Christian Deaf Work
shop in Arlington, Texas, Ju.ly 28, 1978. 

The new translation was reviewed in 
the November 28, 1978 issue of the 
Firm Foundation. The Book Review Edi
tor wrote: 

Brethren at Arlington, Texas have been 
working for several years to produce 
a translation of the New Testament in 
language simple enough to accommo
date the limited word span of the 
deaf. At last they have finished that 
task. The result is one of the finest 
translations of the scriptures in the 
modern age. It is ideal for use in 
emerging countries where the under
standing of English is limited. Writ-

(Continued on page 11) 

Just Another Article on Communication STEVEN W. YATES 

There are two little characters on my 
daughter's favorite television program, 
Sesame Street, that just "wipe me out." 
They are supposedly two little aliens 
from some other planet. They say two 
different words a great deal-"yep" and 
"nope"; that's about it. They appear in 
a scene where they are looking through 
a window and it is apparent they are 
trying to communicate with what they 
see-an old black telephone. They first 
"moo" thinking it may be a cow, then 
"meow" hoping it's a cat, and then 
"cackle" wishing it to be a chicken. 
None of these valiant attempts at com
municating are successful. Then to their 
surprise the phone speaks-" Ring!!" At 
first they are frightened, then excited 
to realize they have finally discovered 
the language of the telephone. They 
speak to the phone over and over again, 
"Ring-Ring," and it keeps ringing back. 
Their search for intelligent life on earth 
has led them to an emotional relation
ship with a telephone! 

The dynamics of communication are 
as interesting as they are frustrating. I 
have felt on occasion much like the two 
little aliens, searching to make any kind 
of connection. Whether it's with the 
brother who definitely heard you say 
something heretical in that sermon, or 
with an adolescent who says "for sure" 
or "really" about every third word, or 

with the police officer who is writing 
you a ticket, communication is difficult. 
The frustration factor is so clear when 
you glance in your personal library and 
see at least 15 books on communica
tion dynamics, techniques, and princi
ples and realize that many of the books 
are filled with meaningless communica
tion cliches. If I hear one more person 
say, 11 1 know where you are coming 
from," or 1111 hear you saying •.. ," I am 
going to become violently ill. 

I am not at all sure that the focal 
problem with effective communicating 
is technique and procedure. The prob
lem is often an internal one. Jesus 
brought it into focus when he said, "For 
out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks." Perhaps it is easier to 
look for a mechanical problem in our 
interchange, and avoid the incisive real
ity of a 11heart problem." Jesus brings 
the very nature of our hearts into ques
tion. Have we stockpiled our hearts with 
polluted treasure or productive trea
sure? The contaminated heart issues in
fections and disease filled communica
tions, but the heart free of such disease 
is a natural life sustainer and produces 
·healthy growth. Perhaps finally our Lord 
has Jed us to the "heart" of the prob
lem. 

6922 Pine Grove, Houston, Tx. 77092 
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"But If It Is of God ... " 
Several years ago, my wife was teach

ing in a school district which had many 
students from either broken or troubled 
homes. These students needed an educa
tion, but needed even more desperately 
a knowledge of moral principles. 

She was particularly concerned about 
a student I will call Keith. Not only did 
Keith have a learning problem; he had 
an attitude which often seemed hostile. 

Realizing that it is difficult to help a 
student who dislikes you, she wondered 
if he really did dislike her, and, on one 
occasion, expressed this fear to some 
of his friends. 

She was quickly reassured, "Keith 
likes you very much. In fact, when you 
were in the hospital, he went into a 
drug store and tried to steal a get well 
card for you!" 

It is, of course, good to know that 
you are liked, and stealing a get well 
card does not sound as sinister as theft 
for most other purposes. It is because 
the purpose is good that the method of 
attainment is less disturbing to many~ 

Nevertheless, the idea that an im
moral act is permissible if the goal is 
praiseworthy is one of the most danger
ous ideas Christians encounter today. 
We hear increasing praise for dishonesty 
when it contributes to some other end. 
What is often overlooked here is that 
honesty itself is not merely a means to 
some other end, but it is an end in 
itself. Few things are of more impor
tance to the Christian than either a name 
for honesty or an honest character itself. 

The temptation to use doubtful meth
ods for good causes may be strongly 
felt by anyone who is trying to establish 
an important work, especially if there is· 
reason to believe it might fail. 

leaders who feel the responsibility for 

The Body or the Building? 
Members of the churches of Christ 

have maintained for years that our meet
ing houses are not churches but rather 
places in which the church meets. Our 
actions, however, have effectively dem
onstrated that we often believe the con
trary. In order to illustrate the point, 
one needs only to observe many con
gregations in our brotherhood. 

What do many elderships concern 
themselves with-the body or the build
ing? How much time is spent in the 
average business meeting discussing the 
upkeep of the building in comparison 
to matters in regard to maintaining the 
flock of God? · 

Too often we spare no expense to 
keep the building in the best of con
dition but wiU spare almost every effort 
and expense to keep the church (God's 
spiritual building) in the best of condi
tion. How long have some churches set 
aside various soul-winning programs 
until the new building could be paid 
for? In hard economic times who is like
ly to be the first to be cut from the 
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DUANE McCAMPBELL 

the success of their programs may be 
tempted to help their cause by too much 
worldly shrewdness such as: evasive 
promises, misrepresentation, insincere 
ultimatums; these are a few of the 
tactics the Christian may be tempted to 
borrow from the world when an impor
tant program seems in trouble. 

When Christians are tempted to bor
row the ways of men to help the cause 
of God, they are showing faith in man, 
not God. 

This is not to deny that many good 
causes, which have been partially com
promised, have not eventually succeed
ed. The human element is found mixed 
with the best of causes. The only hope 
for such causes is that th.ey will purify 
themselves before the human element 
grows too strong to control. 

One of the older Gospel preachers 
who served in a time when most Chris
tians had only the bare necessities would 
often go out to hold meetings without 
the money with him to get back home. 
To those who ridiculed this as foolish, 
he would reply, "God told me to go; he 
will see that I get home." With such 
faith in God, there was no danger that 
this believer would resort to the ways of 
men to make his work prosper. As far 
as he was concerned, he did not need 
man's craftiness for he had God's word 
and God's promise. 

This brother was only one of many 
who, over the centuries, have felt com
pletely secure in God's promises. Among 
a long list of such believers mentioned 
in Hebrews 11, consider that of Moses, 
the man who gave up the best that man 
could provide. The secret of his strength 
is found in the direction of his faith. We 
read of his endurance: "By faith he left 
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; 

MARSHALL HENSON 

church payroll-the missionary or the 
janitor? 

When the building is damaged we 
often see that repairs ar~ made before 
sundown. How often ·do we · wait for 
days, weeks, years or even never get 
around to restoring the erring when we 
clearly have the responsibility to do so? 
If a light bulb goes out we soon replace 
it, but how long do we allow the light 
of truth to go unpreached before we 
correct the situation? We are offended 
by dust in the classrooms or hallways but 
we overlook and tolerate the dirtiness 
of sin in the lives of fellow members 
without question. Some would shed 
many a tear if the building were dam
aged by vandals but would not give a 
second thought when a brother or sis
ter is led away from Christ. How many 
of us are grieved when God's spiritual 
house, the church, is damaged by false 
doctrine, division or apathy? Most of us 
consider our own bodies as more impor
tant than our houses. Why can't we see 

(Continued on page 12) 

for he endured, as seeing him who is 
unseen." 
Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

Divorce Need Not Be Final 
JOE D. SCHUBERT 

We hear a lot today about the divorce 
pr?blem .in our society. Undoubtedly 
I! IS a senous problem of major propor
tions. Whereas a few years ago, divorces 
~ere only rarely experienced by Chris
tians, most of our congregations are now 
filled with persons who have been di
vorced. To be sure, Jesus had something 
to say on this issue, and the church must 
teach what he said, while at the same 
time it reaches out to help those who 
are experiencing the trauma of ruptured 
relationships. 

Divorce is always the admission of 
failure. Furthermore, divorce is seldom 
the solution to one's problems that it 
appears to be. In more instances than 
not, the divorce itself is a mistake. The 
Bible nowhere recommends divorce. It 
permits it in the case of sexual immoral
ity, but, even then, does not recommend 
it. Sexual unfaithfulness can be forgiven, 
just like any other sin. The best advice 
to be given to one whose spouse has 
commited fornication is usually, "For
give them, and begin working to make 
your marriage stronger than it has ever 
been before." Divorce may appear to 
solve some of the problems, but it will 
most certainly bring new problems of its 
own. Talk to any divorcee. 

Within recent weeks, it has been the 
pleasure of members of our staff to re
join in marriage two different couples 
who previously had been divorced. In 
both instances, the couples worked 
through their problems constructively, 
even after being divorced from each 
other, and eventually arrived at the point 
where they decided to be joined to
gether again in marriage. That's a great 
testimony to others in similar circum
stances. No divorce needs to be final. 
There may still yet be the possibility for 
reconciliation. Our stubborn human 
pride often keeps us from admitting that 
past actions have been mistakes. It is the 
mark of a mature person who can real
ize a mistake and reverse it. 
· To every divorced person, I would 
say, "If there is any possibility of recon
ciliation, by all means, try itl" Even if 
your divorce is "scriptural," practice 
some forgiveness and give that marriage 
a second chance. If your divorce was for 
some reason other than sexual immoral
ity, you have a profound obligation un
der God to exhaust every possibility for 
a rec?nciliation. It is a serious thing to 
prom1se before God to remain with 
another "until death do us part" and not 
mean it. 

Instead of seeing divorce as an end 
per~aps we sh_ould view it as an oppor~ 
tumty to begm some constructive ef
forts to renew a broken relationship. 
The results might amaze us all. 
2700 F.M. 1960W, Houston, Tx 77068 
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The Bible School Crutch 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

The third imperative of the Great Commission compels us 
to have some sort of teaching arrangement in which Chris
tians might grow. But at the risk of being misunderstood by 
Sunday School superintendents I throw out a thought about 
our present Bible School approach to teaching. Granted, I 
learned a lot from my Sunday School classes as a youngster. 
Much good is done via our corporate class sessions. Yet most 
of my serious Bible study came at the feet of my parents in 
home study. Almost all of my memory work was done at the 
encouragement of my parents. Thus, the idea is presented 
that often we use our present Sunday School system as a 
crutch to pass the buck to someone else to teach our children. 

No, I am not an anti-class Christian. Never have been. But 
those brethren have a point that must be considered. They 
understand, perhaps better than the rest of us, that we can
not expect others to do for our children what God expects 
of parents. One of the great cripplers of the public and pri
vate school systems in America is that too many of us parents 
expect the teachers of schools to become the primary instruc
tors of our children. Until parents begin to see themselves as 
the most important teachers in the lives of their children, we 
will continue to have major educational problems. 

Forty five minutes of Bible instruction a week (at the most 
twice that) is not enough to shape and mold a young mind. 
Parents are to bring their children up in the nuture and ad
monition of the Lord. We can't hire someone else to do it for 
us any more than we can hire preachers to save souls for us. 
I am of the opinion that in most of our Christian homes chil
dren get 95% of their Bible study guidance from Bible school 
teachers instead of their parents. 

If this premise is anywhere near true, what are the dangers 
involved? First, this arrangement tends to absolve parents of 
any personal responsibility in the spiritual nurturing of their 
little ones except to get them to class (and may occasionally 
ask if their class work is done). Second, this arrangement just 
doesn't work for most people. Our members remain woefully 
ignorant of even the most obvious of Bible accounts,· even 
after they have grown up within our Sunday School system. 
Third, there is a better way to teach our children and that is 
to personally, in a home setting, have Bible study with them. 
Tragically, many Christain homes have no formal Bible study 
period in a family arrangement. Fourth, our Sunday School 
arrangement unwittingly encourages us to not try other ap
proaches. There is a better way of teaching our children. 

Though I do not endorse the twisted doctrines of the je
hovah's Witnesses, they do have their hands on a great teach
ing aid, namely, the Christian home. They do not have Sunday 
School. The New Testament church apparently didn't have 
Sunday School. Our anti-class brethren do not have Sunday 
School and I am convinced that story for Bible story, and 
doctrine for Bible doctrine they could beat us in a Bible Bowl 
"show off"! Why have we allowed an aid to Bible instruction 
to develop into a crutch to lean on? Why do we parents neg
lect our own personal involvement in Bible study with our 
children simply because we have hired full time 11Educational 
Directors"? 

There is nothing at all wrong with studying God's word in 
school (we do it at our private Christian school in Flint every 

day, plus chapel). There is nothing at all wrong with studying 
the Bible in a Sunday School classroom or during mid-week 
Bible study (once called prayer meeting). The rub comes 
when we try to get by on this alone. May God increase the 
families who have private home devotionals and Bible study 
sessions. If it hadn't been for Georgia Eugenia Coop Goad I 
probably never would have learned John 4:24 verbatim from 
my KJV. 

The anti-class brethren may have one up on the rest of us. 
They know if their little ones receive· instruction separate 
from the worship assemblies that it must be done on the 
home front. We know that if we don't study with our chil
dren that maybe they might get lucky and have a good Sun
day School teacher among their' multiple teachers as they 
grow up in the church's educational system. It's a crutch we 
all too often lean on. 

Here are my suggestions to Christian parents and church 
leaders. Don't close up shop on Sunday School. Don't fire 
your educational director. Don't quit ordering all that marvel
ous literature we produce (quit ordering the not-so-marvel
ous stuff). Don't throw the baby out with the bathwater. 
Encourage private family home Bible study. Ask of yourselves 
to see that the children do have their "extracurricular" Sun
day School lessons completed. Let your charges see that 
Bible study is a vital life-changing part of their parents' lives. 
Become the primary teaching forces in the lives of your 
family members. Don't allow "Ecclesiastical George" to do 
all the instruction of your little ones. Don't let the wonderful 
Bible School aid become something that it was never in
tended to be. 

Daily fifteen minute study sessions can become exciting 
for children who are taught early in life to cherish God's love 
letter to humanity. A weekly, intense Bible study session with 
the entire family is also in order at a convenient time. Have 
a family night where time is set aside just for prayer and Bible 
study together. 

Located preachers are not unscriptural. Paul almost stayed 
three years at one place. But to allow (expect) the preacher to 
do others' work for them is an abuse of the preaching minis
try. Special group singing is not wrong or unscripfural. But 
to allow professionals to entertain us when God requested us 
to sing is an abuse of a teaching aid. Listening to 25 minute 
sermonettes isn't evil unless you allow that to be your only 
diet on God's word for the week. Buses, single cups, song 
books, air conditioning, family life centers, seminars, love 
feasts, ad infinitum aren't wrong in themselves unless we 
abuse their intended purposes to our own hurt. 

Joint Bible study isn't wrong. It can be fantastic. It can 
even be instructional. But it cannot replace the God ordained 
family setting. Bible School is an aid, and when supervised 
by caring shepherds can add tremendous power to a church's 
knowledge of scripture. But it is no substitute for personal 
Bible study and a working out of one's own salvation in fear 
and trembling. It has its place. But never expect it to be 
something which it was not designed to be. Never allow any 
aid to get between you and your God! 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Michigan 48506 
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CASKEYS PLAN WO RK IN BAHAMAS 
David and Becky Caskey have made 

the commitment to move to the Baha
mas to share in a p rogram of evangelist ic 
expansion in the 19 inhabi ted islands 
where no one is w orking, and to help 
direct preacher traini ng, leadership de
velopment and personal evangelism out
reach in .both Nassau and Freeport. The 
elders of the Missouri Street church in 
Baytown, Texas, where David preached 
four years, released him june 1 to spend 
full t ime in conducting a survey, and 
securing permanent sponsorship and 
support to launch this great work. Th e 
Woodland West church in Arlington, 
Texas has accepted th e oversight of this 
work and the Northside church in Dal
las has become a part of the team. 

Caskey has preached 25 years in the 
United States and done previous mission 
work in Africa and the Caribbean. He 
is well known as a preacher, speaker on 
lectureships, and the author of personal 
evangelism materials that are distributed 
free of charge in several languages 
around the w orld. 

Churches are needed to join in this 
effort to help provide f inancial support 
for radio w ork, evangelistic meetings, 

mission printing evangelism and a small 
church building. 

The Caskeys w ill live in Marsh Har
bour on the island of Abaca, while co
operating closely w ith Bill Miller and 
Andrew Majors in .Nassau and Dick 
Parker in Freeport in the overall effort 
to reach people in all of the Bahamas. 
The target date is October 1982. David 
is available to speak and discuss the 
details of this well planned work upon 
request. Write or call : David Caskey, 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
time minis t e r and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry I Church of 
Christ 1 824 W. Pipeline Rd. , 
Hurst, Texas 76053. 

Go With Brecheen/Faulkner 

Cart & Smitty 

Holy Land, Summer '83 

Couples, families, singles all ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact: Pau l Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep' t . Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi· 
lene, Texas 79699 

Paul & Gladys 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• credits Transferable 
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• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0 . Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766~610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

Woodland West Church of Christ, 3101 
W. Park Row, Arlington, TX 76013! (817) 
275-2657. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHlNG 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Gradua te School 
Adventures in Missions f or Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benet its 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-3728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1·806-792-IS191 

ern~rs 
cbcn~cbes ~ CbRfst: 
tnsaROnce gJUXJp 

(C 
E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PlAN

Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ... . .. . . .... .. ... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .............. $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi·Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges Incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered Individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible Is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other Illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AN D EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT T O UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This is not a contract, but rather a brief 
descr ipt ion for you r considerat ion. A m ore 
complete descr ip tion g iving the details of 
coverage can be found in the group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.f.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713·376·8087 

"Serving the Need of Our Brethren 
Sin' e 1975" 
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BIBLE TRANSLATING AND 
DISTRIBUTING BY 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
DECADE OF THE SEVENTIES (6) 

(Con'tinued from page 7) 
ten in simple terms that a ch ild can 
understand the text is as true to the 
book as Christ ians can make i t. We 
hearti ly recommend this New Testa
ment for al l young people, and for 
anyone else who desires the New 
Testament in the simp lest language 
possible. It is a monumental work. 
(p. 766.) 

The same text with a different cover 
and preface was published with the new 
title An Easy to Read Version, and the 
Book Review Editor wrote: 

This version of the New Testament 
... was first des igned for primary 
use among the deaf. Late r it was 
refined into the easiest to read trans
lation we have seen. It is not a para
phrase. It is not a "thought trans la
tion." It is a commendable work. It 
is not slanted, and it does not reflect 
the bias of the translators .... (January 
2, 1979, p. 14.) 

These book reviews we re the f i rst 
mention I found of the com pleted and 
published translation in the Firm Foun
dation. 

After this there were few references 
to Bible trans lating in the paper to the 
close of the decade. The front cover 
picture of the September 26, 1978 issue 
and its caption briefly told of Stanley 
Morris ceremonial ly presenting a " limit
ed draft" copy of a New Testament, 
called Simple English Bible, he was 
translating to the elders of the Webb 
Chapel church in Dallas. Additional 
copies of this computer print-out manu
script were offered for review and com
ment, but the Simple Bible New Testa
ment was not published in the decade 
of the seventies. 

Also, though it is not mentioned in 
the Firm Foundation, Jerry Pospisi l 

joined Star Bib le and Tract Corporation, 
January 1977, to enter a trans lation wo rk 
w hich was announced to be a revision 
of the English Revised Version of 1881. 
Target date for completion was the cen
tennial year of this famous English ver
sion, 1981. His translation is to be cal led 
English Standard Version. 

There were articles of interest re lat
ing to Bible translating and distributing 
by the ch urch in the Firm Foundation 
in 1979. Dr. M. Norve l Young wrote 
"The Book of A Thousand Tongues," an 
article I have quoted in earlier install
ments of this series. If you have access 
to the February 20, 1979 issue, please 
look up this essay and read it. You w ill 
be glad you did. 

A news story and picture also in the 
March 20 issue tells of the "B ible being 
translated among Mayan Indians," (p. 
187). Ralph McCiuggage and Pat Hile, 
missionaries in Guatemala, and Dr. Car
roll Osburn of Harding Graduate School 
are shown with an Indian lingu ist at 
work on Paul' s epist les. 

Dr. Osburn wrote an article about a 
translation that he might have said of it, 
as the late J. W. Roberts said of another 
matter, "It would be humorous if it 
were not serious." The title was "How 
Not to Trans late," April17, p. 246. 

Reuel Lemmons gave editorial treat
ment to "The Updated King James Ver
sion" in the issue of July 10, 1979. 

I shall close by saying that I am well 
aware that I may have overlooked some
thing on the subject in this voluminous 
amount of material I have surveyed. 

-World Bible Translation Center, 1401 
Hillcrest Drive, Arlington, Texas 76010 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non·profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu· 
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages- and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BE ING ACCEPTED 
For Information and' Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Btown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Sing le $45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, TX 76112 
Write or call for details. 

817/ 535-1803 
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THE BODY OR THE BUILDING? 

(Continued from page 8) 

the body of Christ as more important 
than the house in which we meet? 

Many of us point with pride to our 
beautiful buildings but have to stand in 
shame when the pews of such structures 
remain so empty. Some of us who 
preach can brag about our spacious of
fices but cannot say that we have been 
into many houses of our communities 
with the precious message of Jesus 
Chri st. 

The meeting house can be a place 
where the family of God meets and en
courages one another to greater service 
for the Master or it can become a stum
bling block to the church. How inspiring 
it is to assemble w ith a congregation of 
God's people who are happy, united 
and exci ted about reaching the lost. How 
sad it is to assemble with a congrega
tion that has no aspirations higher than 
maintaining the church building! One 
can get an idea of the attitude of a con
gregation by its conduct in the assembly. 
We see that the thermostat is set so 
that the auditorium maintains the proper 
level of comfort, but too often our hos
pitality is as co ld as ice. Is not the assem
bly more important than the place in 
which the church assembles? 

Yes, God's property shou ld be cared 
for and maintained by the saints who 
have been intrusted to do so-but not 
at the expense of the body. How much 
more important is it for members of the 
church to care for fellow Christians? 

If the meeting house is still standing 
when the Lord comes, it will be burned 
up. The faithful, however, w ill be w ith 
God eternally. Now which is more im
portant-the body or the building? 

1315 West Bristol Road, Flint, Michigan 
48507 

WORLD'S FAIR 
See the Churches of Christ pavilion 

Use this coupon for 
~ price. Second night at the 

All new MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 db!. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588-1982 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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Lalieview Christian Home 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

" In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Reti rement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bai ley, Administrat or 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. A pproved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For further 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
NATION WIDE and NATION WIDE 

Chl'istian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 

Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-6ll4 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
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''EVANGELISM And The FAMILY'' 

Eleventh Annual 
IBC Evangelism 

Workshop 

A. M. 

Wednesday Night Singing 
September 22 

8:00P.M. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

9 :00 All In The Family 
- Dennis Jones AAB Aud. 
Motivation For Evangelism 
- Jim Massey Ma in Aud. 

I 0 :00 The T ie That Binds 
- Buck //all AAB Aud. 
Fathers Down Front- Instructio n & 
Training 
- Jim Moffell Main Aud. 

II :00 The Family & I Corinthians 13 
- l.amar Plunkel AAB Aud . 
Greatest Problems Facing The Church, Our 
Fa milies & Evangelism 
- [lobby Duncan Main Aud . 

Exhibits or many great brotherhood works 
will be on display. 

Nursery and child care will be provided on 
campus each day a t a nominal c harge. 

A Children's Bible ~lour will be cond ucted 
each evening at 7:00 in the main aud itorium. 

- Lunch-

P.M. 
I :30 Org3nizing God's Family (Church ) For 

Work 'II 
- Jimmy Dorris AAB Aud. 
Leadership In Evangelism 
- Emr•st Pelly Main Aud. 

2 :30 God's View Of A Christian Hom e 
- Cary /Jradley AAB Au d. 
Making Religion Meaningful lr. The Home 
- 1/crscl•cl Me far/en Main Aud . 

3 :30 The Family - Television - Some A nswers 
- Leon Smit li AAB A ud. 
Husband & Wife Relationship - Help Or 
Hindrance In Eva ngelism 
- Jolin Simpson Main Aud. 

7:00 Congregationa l Singing AAB Au d. 
7 :30 Building Strong Fa milies For God 

- 1/arold Tar/or AAB Aud. 

A.M. 
9 :00 

10:00 

I I :00 

P.M. 
I :30 

2 :30 

3:30 

• 0 

ladles' Seminar 
Frluay, September 24 

9 :00-12:00 A.M. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

Prepa ration Fo r Evangelism 
- Jim ,1/assey AAB Aud. 
The Wise Woman Builde th Her House • 
- Joyr<' ,1/assey Main Aud. 
Trials And Triumphs Of Converte d Families 
-&b~~ Dk~~ 
A Successful Family 
- Oiffonl Uee/ A AB Aud. 
The Influence Of A Christian Woman • 
- 1\'clnw h ·ey Main Aud. 
Familie s Living & Evangelizing In New 
Places 
- Jerry Dal'idson Cafeteria 
Wha t's A Fa the r T o Do? Lo rd Jesus, Help 
Me 
- Jim \loffetl AAB Aud. 
Created Fo r A Purpose • 
- l'ulsy Loden Main Aud. 
Evangelism & Counseling 'II 
- Jur I an Dyke & £/• is 1/uffurd Cafeteria 

- Lunch-

God's Family On The Firing Line 
- Jolin Gipson AAB Aud. 
Organizing Go d's Family (Church) For 
Wo rk 
- Jimmy Dorris Main Aud. 
Proverbs on Family Life& Relatio nships#! 
- J. ; 1. .1/cNull Cafeteria 
The Ho me Is Where The HEA RT Is-
The Heart Of Evangelism 
- Da••id Wheeler AAB Aud. 
Dirty Fighting In Marriage 
- K. K .. ltitcfl dl Main Aud. 
Eva ngelizing Notions Through Cosmo
po litan Co nverts 
- l'urel A. Vic!; Cafeteria 
The Stra nger Within Thy Gate 
- Ual'id 1'/wrr AAB A ud. 
Families Overcom ing Fear 
- [)jll flail Main Aud. 
No Speaker In Ca feteria At3:30 

7:00 Congregat ional Singing AAB Aud. 
7 :30 Keeping Families S trong For God 

- Ciwrlcs Coil AAB Aud. 

A.M. 
9:00 

10:00 

II :00 

P.M. 
I :30 

2:30 

3:30 

September 
23-25 
1982 

Youth Forum 
Saturday, September 25 

9:00-12:00 A.M. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBE R 25 

Families Overcoming Wo rry 
- Bill Flail AAB Aud . 
Fruitful Slaves - I Cor. 9:19-23•• 
- Kent Allen Main Aud. 
Intro ducing Evangelism Into Coun ty Jails 
- Da1 id l 'ndenrood Dfeteria 
Family Crisis- Marriage & Divorce F I 
-t\'calc Pryor AAB AU(I. 
You And The Frac tured Fam ily • • 
- Jim ,\/arlin Main Aud. 
Proverbs o n Family Life & Relat ionships # 2 
- J. 11. ,1/c:\'utt Cafeteria 
Beliefs Essential For Evangelizing 
- C. II'. Bradley AAB Aud. 
And Thy Ho use • • 
- llu[!.h Cnmpbell Main Aud. 
Evangelism & Cou nseling w2 
- Joe Va n Dyke & £/riJ 1/uffard Cafeteria 

- Lunch

A Child Left To Himself 
- Billy Ringold AAB Aud. 
Family Crisis - Marriage & Divorce #2 
-Neale Pryor Main Aud. 
Giving God Our Best - Our Children 
-Om 1d hort Cafeteria 
Resolving Family Crises 
- K. K. ,\/itchell AAB Aud. 
Many Kinds Of Families- One Mission 
- Basil Ocerlon Main Aud. 
Material Things Will Not Bring Family 
Happiness 
- Winston Phifer Cafete ria 
Evangelism - The Responsibility And 
Privilege Of All Ages 
- Tom ,1/arshall AAB Aud. 
The Family - Beginning Place Of 
Evangelism 
- Gilbert Kret:er Main Aud. 
No Speaker In Cafeteria At3:30 

7:00 Congregat ional S inging 
7:30 Homecoming In Heaven 

- 1<. 1\'. 1/o an 

AAB Aud. 

AABAud. 
• •vouth •For Lad ies Only 

~---------------------------------------------. * CLASSES ESPECIALLY FOR TEACHERS -t: 

• Bobylond • Nursery • Pre-School • 1st & 2nd Grode • 3rd & 4th Grode • 5th & 6 th G rode • Jr. High 
Conducted By Supervisors Of Bible Classes From Madison Church of Christ , Madison, TN.- Saturday 9 -12 at Mars Hill Bible School 

WRITE O R CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON: 
m- free housl and cam er 1 -are a motel Information 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE "COLLEGE 
P. 0. BOX IBC FLORENCE, ALABAMA 205-766-6610 



COLUMBIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES FALL LECTURESHIP 

Bringing the closing lecture on Friday 
evening wi ll be James Woodroof. 

members of local congregations for 
those who would like to stay in the 
homes of area Christians. Interested 
persons should call or write Central 
Church of Christ, 5231 S.E. Stark, Port
land, OR 97215, (503) 235-2681. 

"The Lord of My Life!" has been 
selected as the theme for the fall lec
tureship at Columbia Christian College, 
scheduled for Oct. 12-15. 

Following the format established last 
year, Columbia's fall lectureship has 
be~n ~xpanded _to four days. 

Lrmrted housrng will be provided by 

Paul King, director of the lectureship 
program, said the theme will encompass 
several encounters that Bible characters 
had with Jesus. These encounters, as 
re~orded by inspired writers, provide a 
unrque perspective on the life of Jesus 
as well as an experiential base from 
which Christians can view their own en
counters with him. 

Bob Hendren will return to Columbia 
as one of the keynote speakers. Hen
dren 's talents as an expositor of vari
o~s Bibl~ books are well respected. He 
wrll begrn the lecture series Tuesday, 
Oct. 12 at 7 p.m. -

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w far free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

Carroll Ptist Jr., will deliver the pri
mary lectures Wednesday. His wife 
Bernice, will teach classes for wome~ 
on Wednesday and Friday. 

Walt Leaver will speak Wednesday 
afternoon and present the evening key
note address Thursday. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

\'-............... ._..... ____ ..., .................................... -...-.: 

l PEWS ••. New and Used ~ 
[ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

1 Write or call for free estimate. [ 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l NEXT ENROLLMENT - AUGUST 30, 1982 
i JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 ] 
' WACO, TX 7&705 817-799-5926 \ 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

...,.....,.......,... ......... ....,......,... .......... _. ......... ...,.......,.. ................. ~ 

QJ ~E' September lJU 23-26 

WEIRKSHEJP 
Thursday - September 23 
7~30 p.m. - Devotional 
7:45 p.m. - South America - Howard Norton 
8:20p.m. - ''The Simple English Bible" - A Wonderful 

Evangelistic Tool - Lynn Yocum 

Friday - September 24 
3:00--5 :00 - Missions Brainstorming Session 
6:30p.m. - Mexican Dinner 
7:45 p.m. - Devotional 
8:00p.m. - Our Neighbor - Mexico -· Wyatt Sawyer 
8:35p.m. - Mobilizing for Mission - Carl Mitchell 
9: 15 p.m. - Refreshments, Fellowship 

14 [590] 

0 I.E' workshop 
Eldridge Road Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 260 
Sugar Land, Texas 77478 

(7131 494·7106 

• JOE McKISSICK 

Saturday - September 25 
9:00a.m. - Devotional 
9:15 a.m. - Local Spanish Report - Abel Ortiz 
9:40 a.m. -· Houston Crusade, 1983 and Ethiopian Re· 

port ·- 5th Ward Church 
10:10 a.m . - Eastern European Breakthrough ·· David 

Oakley 
10:35 a.m. - Break 
10:50 a.m.-· Acapulco - Rudy Wray 
II: 15 a.m. - Chinese Projections - Samuel Ma and AJ 

Henderson 
12:00 -· Chinese Dinner 
1: 15 p.m. -· The African Team ·· Keith Honey 
1:35 p.m. ·- Honduras Report - Carl Harris 
2:00p.m. - Jesus Promises Victory - Calvin Warpula 

Sunday - September 26 
9:30a.m. .. World Possibilities - Marvin Steffin 
10:30 a.m.·· Tex Williams 
6:00p.m. ·- Tex Williams 

•ole' is a Victory Shout-Our goal is Victory for the Lord! 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 14, 1982 



c L A s s I F I E D 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for f ree 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Te.xas 79604. 

Advertis ing in this section $ 1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate con&'re~~:ations 
Let us print the n ext membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
renaonnblc price. Send !or in!onnation and free 
sample di r ectory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O . Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
cnli (916) 885·5776. 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congre~~:ations aeekin&' preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CUURC.H OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-M issions 
Exceptional Curriculum fo r Women 

"approved for Veteran's training'' 
Leonard JIL Gray- Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. L nmar, Denver. Co 80227 
FORT ROOD KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Sou t hside Church ot Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, l\1inis ler. Phone 
634 -6012. Su n . 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P .M .. Wed. 7 :00 P.M. 
Evangelist/ Ministe r sought: For new Cf?ngregation, 
South. Calif. City of San Marcos. Ncar Jun1or College, 
in town of about 17,000. Fu ll support, house available. 
Contact-Palomar church of Chmt, P.O. Box 27393, 
Escond ido, Calif. 714/745-1166. 
CHATHA~I. N. J .. Fairmount a n d S o uthern 
Blvd .. 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-GJS-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASICA ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De B a rr Rd. Will co n tact 
relat ives or fri P.nds in A laska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph. Box 3i4. Anchor age, Alnskn 99610. 
Phono 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOl, OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

P len•nnton, Cnllrornln 941166 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

N OW WORSH~ON-ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) ~22-1960 or Clarence Mn~: 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 J-lauaala Ra., Knpan, rtawnu 
9674 6. 

LOS AN GELES, CA LIFORN IA 
CENTRAL CH U RCH OF CHRIST 

12th nnd H oover S tretts 
Sunday worship S .S. 10:00 A .M. 10:60 A.M. & 

6 : 00 P.M. 
Minist ers: Lewis F risby, 714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, H3-8228. 
-----.:Mi;E"'· T;;;R~O"-nDENVER AREA 

Englewood Church o f Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-780·4749 

Jlfnc Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, ltlAINE-241 Center S t ., V .F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes. 10: 16; Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-~883. V isitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 ll:. lllorl1.'an Ave .. 
U.S. 460 E n11t Oppo111t r 1<-lllnrt. Office 477-
5271 , Robby 'Vndr, ~lin. 470-40116. 

OF:NVRR, COT.ORAOO 8022R 
LAKE,VOOO CHURC H OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youn ~fteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988- 1024 

See Y e ll ow Pages F o r Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Torry Car twright. minis ter 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN 'CALIFORN IA . 
Sierra Children 's H ome is cu rrently hiring child 
care s t.nrr. {Chris tian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested. contact Steve Borgman. Execu
tive Director. nt P.O. Box 597 , Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or en II 707/ 448-3557 ." 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephen s, 
P .O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
Y UMA, ARIZ., 651 W . 28th St. Sunda y 

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m . Ph. 344-3750 
A'IT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CH URCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3G30 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6: 00 P.M. Wed. 7: 00 
P .M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 79a-2~11. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625·2700 for 
times and olace of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a ci ty of 500.000 and only one siste r congre~:a· 
lion, is seeking a full -time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Ch rist. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Ta pe·A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Ch ris t, 2432 
27th St .. l ubbock, TX 79411 . 
H 0 USE PARENTS NEED ED. M'.:.,-a_n_u e'l"'i t-o-.,..,N"'a-va-:j.,-o"'C;:;;-h "'ild"'r-c:e-c:n7' s 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents. ~nd 
relief·houseparents. We can offer you a salary, lovong 
expenses. medical insurance, retirement insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1·505·863·5530. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THif82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in n Christian home. Reasonable rates. For 
more informat ion call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Grnham a t 31 2 Bellfie ld Rd .. Knoxville , T enn. 
37922. 

Bristo l, Virginia, East Bristo l Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669·1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
inte rested call : Area Cd. 402-245-2251 or AC 402-
245·5857. 
The Ideal Retirement location Estes Park, Colorado. 
Arc you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive in serving Ch rist. located in a 
beaut iful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Es tes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 736, Estes Park, CO 60517 
or pho ne (303) 566·4557. 
WANTED: one oilwell (or other financial backing) for 
foreign mission effort resulting in one conversion for 
every S25 spent. Contact Missions, P.O. Box 966, Vic
torville, CA 92392. 
Experienced minister needed for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
miles from Yosemite National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60· 70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, 5940 E. Woodland, Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 723·1811. 

WANTED 
Evangelist w ith a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation in Grand Is land, Nebraska. The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an average 
attendance of 60 to a 135 average in the past two 
years. Our goal is to continue this growth pattern in 
the futu re. If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68824. 
Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Call 
T. A. Grice at (817) 893·5852. 
\ VnHhlng-ton, D.C. area 20 min utes trom 
o u r n ation's capital, Ch u r c h ot Christ, 111 
E:ast Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Virginla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-U47, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evang-elist-
l ooking for caretaker job for a Christian camp. Can 
give good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Maintcn~ncc experience, painting, electrical, t ractor 
driving, d itching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Weldin\!, care of fi sh pond, swimming pool, 
horse wrangling. Also seven years experience with 
young people in children homes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 years. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children al married to Christian mates). Call 806-
793·8475 or write: "J, Box Holder," P.O. Box 28801, 
lubbock, TX 79407. 
PREACHER WANTED NOW FOR EVANGELISTIC MIND
ED CONGREGATION IN ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA. 
(OVER 110 BAPTISMS IN LAST 20 MONTHS). HOUSE 
FURN ISHED, SALARY NEGOTIABLE. NEED MAN WITH 
EXPER IENCE, TO WORK WITH FOUR ELDERS IN A 
FAST GROWING AREA. CONGREGATION IS 28 YEARS 
OLD. SEND RESUME, TAPED SERMON AND PHOTO 
TO: ELDERS: NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

6329 9th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33702 

Call: CHARLES HASLAM FOR MORE DETAILS. (813) 
822·8616 or (813) 321 -3285. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) fo r info or 
transportation. Or 531·8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
FOR SALE 1966 Ford Church Bus. 48 passenger. Runs 
good. Priced reasonable to needy congregation of 
Church of Christ. Box 156; Ryan, OK 73565. 
Preacher and/ or song leader available fo_r_r_e_g_u,..la-r, 
part·time employment within driving distance of Rich
ardson, Texas. Trained and experienced in both preach
ing and singing. Richard Norman 214/234-2952. 

CH UJtCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N . Rossmore {at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dnle Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS: New guesthouse, 
completely furnished, sleeping room for 1 to 8 or more, 
living, dining, kitchen, air conditioning, color T.V. 
8 miles from Fair. 545.00 a night. Call (615) 693-2172. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526· 2052 or wri te, 
larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
36501. 

MINISTER AVAILABLE for Associate work. 37 years old 
and experienced. B.A. & M.A. In Bible. Candidate for 
MTh. & PhD. Contact Robin F. Duke, P.O. Box 865, 
Cookeville, Tenn. 38501. (615) 526·2616/2535. 

Struggling New E_ngland congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro· 
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church building, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested shoulo send resume and ref· 
crences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel· 
ro~e. Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
deslreable. 

MIN IS·TE--R-W_A_N_T_ED---P-re-fe_r_m_a-tu-re-, -ex-p-er-:-ie-nc-ed-:--m-an, 
sound in doctrine, wilh good references from previous 
work. Send resume and sermon tape to Basil Burks, 
600 Silver Street, Truth Or Consequences, N.M. 87901. 
Or phone (505) 894·2272. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE for fill·in services within 150 
m iles of lu bbock, Texas. 35 years experience; graduate 
of ACU; effective, sound, scriplural. Will come any
where for your gospel meeting needs. Call: l eslie Rick
erson (806) 792-6531 . 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
Ies n1" accepted. 

I NVESTI GATE! The l"trm Foundation 
trle• to •er een nd-vrrtflllng, nnd will not 
knowingly toke que•tlonnble nd,•e rtl• lnl1.'. 
Du t It 1• the r ender'• rupon•lbflfty to tn
ve•tlg-nte. Like on,. other pnper, we •orne
time• unwltTID11.'1Y rnn an unworthy nd. 
A.a the old IIDYing goea, b efore you ln-veat, 
lnvcat111o'Dte l -------------------

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CAll TOLL FREE 

OWASSO Sl:HOOL OF BIBLil:AL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

*Bible Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experi enced Qualified Facu lty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition *Ideally located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Appl icat ions Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred Lite rature. It is designed fo r the person who must work 
to provide his own support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and is overseen by its elders. 
For More lnfo rmalion Write or Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School of Biblical Studies 
Oox 6596 
Tulsa, OK 74156 

PHONE: 1·916·425·8869 Fall Semester Begins 
September 11, 1982 
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Our Ninth Year 

Nine months old Raj Ratnam 
weighed 8 112 pounds and was too 
weak to turn his head or to cry 
when he came to the J ohn Abra
ham Homes! 

" ... Whoever receives one such child in my 
. '' name recetves me. (Matthew 18:5 NASV) 

Dear Friend , Brother, Sister: 

Nothing can be said here that would ever 
describe the saddened rage one experiences 
as he holds one of God's little ones such as 
Raj Ratnam who was litera lly starving to 
death when he was brought into the John 
Abraham homes. Others, at day of birth , 
were rescued from a well, or from a railroad 
just before the train - never washed or fed 
- or fished from a pile of rubble, or from un
der a tree by the roadside. 

A part of one dies when an emaciated pa
rent kisses his feet begging, "Take my 
child." What agony must be in such a 
breast. And you, when you have spoken 
in such an awful circumstance, it is as 
though God had spoken , for your yes 
or no o fte n means life or death . 

Today , thanks to wonderful people just like 
you . hundreds of little children celebrate 
life in the six John Abraham Homes in 
India where they are mothered, doctored, 
educated, fed, ho used, clothed and taught 
the Bible every day. Speaking from exper
ie nce we can say that nothing one can do 
brings such a wonderful feeling that one is 
needed in the world as when one looks into 
the wonderful eyes of a child that knows 
you saved its life. When you foster parent 
one of these, we insist that a personal rela
tionship be established for the child's wei-

fare and your pleasure. You rece ive the 
history and a picture of your child (or child-
ren.) You can quit when you need to just 
by advising us. Can you imagine the won
der of it? Saving a child at a cost of only 
$22 .00 per month! S ha ll we bring one in for 
you? Now? Hunger doesn't wait! We can 
usually supply your choice of a boy or girl. 
On behalf of these little ones who cannot, 
we wish to thank you for caring so much. 

- Baxter Loe 
All Board M embers Are Either Elders, Deacons or Ministers. 

r- - - - - --- --------------------- -------
John Abraham Memorial Christian Relief Fund 
Box 30007, Amarillo, TX 79120 (806-383-3196) 

I WANT TO SAVE A CHILD 

0 I want to sponsor a needy child at $22.00 
per month. Check in amount of $ ___ _ 
enclosed. 

0 I am enclosing $ ______ for you 
to use where it.is needed most. 

O I am enclosing a list of names and address
es of friends who would like to receive your 
free Christian Bounty. 

O I would like to have more information on 

Name _ _ ___ _________ __ 

Address _______ ______ _ 

City ___ _ ___ State __ _...Zip __ _ 
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THE CHURCH IN FADORO, INDONESIA is growing. Gary 
Soehner recently held a meeting there and 5 were baptized. 
108 baptisms were recorded in the past year. The congrega
tion pictured here is one of five located on the island of Nias 
in S.E. Asia. 
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Real Christians Are Never Satisfied 

_I a~ a poor_ h_and at preaching to a satisfied people. 
H 1stoncally rel1g1ous movements start with an outward 
thrust and then gradually turn inward. We are reaching 
the place where too many of our activities and programs 
are structured for us. Our buildings are built for us. Our 
B~ble schools are planned fo r us. Our preachers are 
h1red to preach to us. We have arrived and we are 
satisfied. 

The church is no longer a cu ltural melting pot. It is no 
longer a net that catches all kinds. True, occasionally a 
strange fish is caught, but when that happens we do not 
know what to do with him. What little growth we have 
comes largely from generation rather than regeneration. 
True, there are a few bright and sh ining exceptions, but 
these are almost universally looked upon with susp i
cion. 

let's turn this thing around. l et's lose our fascination 
with self service and concentrate on changing our 
world. There is no such thing as a fu ll and complete 
human being outside of Christ. All the advantage is with 
the Christian and it is time we proved it to ourselves and 
to the world. 

Only a Christian knows who he is and what he is. 
And anyone in that position cannot be satisfied with 
keeping such valuable information to himself. He must 
tell it to the nations. 

Only a Christian knows the real destiny of every ma
terial thing. He, of all peop le, should not be satisfied 
with material things. 
. Only a Christian knows what death reall y is, and what 
IS beyond it. We don't come to town, manipulate the 
people for a few days, take large sums of money from 
them and go to the next town like a lot of "evangelists" 
do. Christians are going to stay right here, year after 
year to help save the sou ls of the people of the commu
nity. But they cannot be satisfied with the status quo. 
Real Christians must be rea lly concerned with the lost 
condition of their neighbor's sou ls. 

Modern rei ig ion is so dead! Half-hearted, half
converted people and half-filled church buildings. We 
are ~ot growing because we are not sowing. 

N1ceness, however appropriate in sermons is a boring 
subject in real life. We are all caught up in our own 
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complexes buried in our own less than lovable lives to 
really enjoy being drawn to goodness rather than to 
someone's badness. The same weakness that makes us 
deficient, i! not evil, is the thing that makes the exposure 
of wrong 1n others so enjoyable. The violence in our 
own inner struggles between wha t we are and what we 
ought to be are vicariously resolved by our taste for a 
revelation of the weakness in others. We become satis
fied with ourselves by comparing ourselves to others. 

There ought to be something in a Christian that gives 
hi~ joy passing explanation or understanding; some
thmg that makes his feet steady when the earth shakes; 
something that keeps him warm when the ch ill winds 
blow, and something that keeps his course straight when 
the stars go out and the moon refuses to shine. A satis
fied people never experience the thrill of it. 

When you obey the gospel you become a Christian, 
and Christians are found only in the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. To be found in Christ is a privilege com
pletely beyond our limited comprehension. It should be 
such a thrilling thing we could not be complacent about 
it. Satisfaction is selfish. Salvation should generate ex
citement. 

Satisfied people do not really know who God is. They 
do not know w ho Jesus Christ is. A person who does 
not love the Word enough to keep his nose in it isn' t 
going to do much to convert other people. It is a real 
travesty when anyone who starts saving the lost in large 
numbers is going to get branded and crucified. 

First century Christians had some advantages over 
us. Their experiences were new and exciting. They are 
powerful and motivating forces. They are gung-ho. They 
think they could convert the world. We hope they never 
learn they can' t. If we are going to effectively bring the 
new birth to peop le we are going to have to develop 
elders who know how to channel the boundless zeal of 
this bright new experience in the right way. So long as 
elders know only how to deal with satisfied people-3rd 
or 4th generation in the church- we will do nothing but 
destroy these new converts. The entrenched and the 
satisfied will be all we have left. 
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Our Response to Grace 
CECIL HOOK 

The obedience which glorifies God most beautifully is that 
which grows out of deep appreciation for what he has done 
for us. The loving response to his grace is a spontaneous over
flowing of devotion. Undemanded, unrehearsed, and extrav
agant expressions gained Jesus' attention and received his 
commendation. The narratives concerning three women illus
trate this and they serve as examples to us. As we review 
these narratives we may see how our efforts to praise him 
may be free expressions rising as aromatic incense toward 
his throne. 

1. On the sixth day before the Passover they made a supper 
for Jesus (John 12:1-11; Mark 14:3-9; Matthew 26:6-13). Mary 
took a pound of pure nard and anointed the head and feet of 
Jesus. The nard was worth three hundred denarii which was 
about a year's wages for a laborer. Thus it was a very extrav
agant expression. As the fragrance filled the house, it got 
the attention of everyone. 

While the attention is focused on Mary, let's interview her. 
"Mary, why did you do that?" 

"I just felt like doing it," she answers with countenance 
glowing. 

"Were you commanded to do it?" 
"Certainly not!" she denies with a note of protest in her 

voice. 
''Then don't you think that you were presumptuous? If 

jesus had wanted such a thing done, wouldn't he have told 
you to do it?" 

"It is never presumptuous to express love to him. Even that 
nard could not convey the real depth of my feeling for him." 

"But, Mary, wasn't that a big waste?" 
"Sir, nothing is too big or wasted if it will let him know 

how I love him and if it will lift him up in honor before oth
ers." love is extravagant in its expressions. 

"Don't you feel a bit guilty about it all, Mary?" 
"No, I feel much happier! I felt badly until now because I 

had not communicated my love adequately." 
"It was just for a big show!" 
"Yes, I did it for show. I wanted to show him and all of 

you my appreciation for Jesus." 
"<!>ne last question, Mary. Wouldn't it have been more 

sensible to have used just a little of the perfume and to have 
saved the rest?" 

"love is not applied by an eye-dropper. love that is truly 
unselfish is unmeasured." 

The disciples joined judas in scolding Mary for her action. 
How sad it is that we must demoralize those who do gener
ous things simply because they do not meet our prejudicial 
notions. How chagrined the disciples must have been to hear 
Jesus intervene in Mary's defense, "let her alone; why do 
you trouble her? She has done what she could. She has done 
a beautiful thing to me. Wherever the gospel is preached in 
the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory 
of her." 

Mary's gift was beyond all practical value; yet Jesus rec
ognized the value of aesthetic things. To lift our morale we 
spend much money on beauty in clothes, houses, cars, gifts, 
pictures, and flowers. Love expressed lifts the morale and it is 
expressed in beauty. 

Sadi, a sheik who lived 700 years ago, understood this: 

"If of thy mortal goods thou art bereft, 
And from thy slender store two loaves alone to thee are 

left, 
Sell one, and with the dole 
Buy hyacinths to feed thy soul." 

While Mary's response was to grace, not law, the Rich 
Young Ruler is to be commended for his law-keeping, but he 
did not have the love to bring out the best in him. 

2. "And he sat down opposite the treasury, and watched 
the multitude putting money into t~e treasury. Many rich 
people put in large sums. And a poor widow came, and put 
in two copper coins, which make a penny" (Mark 12:41-44; 
luke 21 :1-4). let's go and interview this woman. 

"Lady, why did you give your last penny?" 
"I wanted to give special honor to God for all he has done 

for me," she replies. 
"Were you commanded to give your last two coins-from 

a widow?" · 

"If I had such a demanding God as to require the last re
sources of a poor widow, frankly, I might not have had the 
desire to give them to him at all." 

"lady, didn't you need that money?" 
"Yes, and much more," she continues. "But I feel that this 

was more meaningful than to honor him out of abundance." 
She did not check to see if she could afford to give. Her love 
was not smothered by caution. 

"Come on now, do you expect me to believe that this 
wasn't done to attract attention?" 

''I did not know that you were watching-or care. I hoped 
that God would see my love for him. It was to attract his 
attention!" 

"But, lady, the law requires only a tithe. Why should you 
give more?" 

"I might give my tithe to fulfill the law while showing no 
love. I wanted to express the deep feelings of love that I 
have for God." 

And jesus called his disciples to him, and said to them, 
"Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than aU 
those who are contributing to the treasury. For they all con
tributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty 
has put in everything she had, her whole living." 

Mary's response was in emotional, extravagant beauty; the 
widow's response was selflessness. Love sweeps us out into 
the sea of boundless expression. 

3. Jesus was invited to a meal at Simon's house (luke 7:36-
50). While he was eating, a sinful woman came in with an 
alabaster flask of ointment. "Standing behind him at his feet, 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears, and to 
wipe them with the hair of her head, and to kiss his feet, and 
to anoint them with the ointment." Seeing this, Simon said 
to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would have known 
who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for 
she is a sinner." 

We need not interview this woman. Jesus interviewed 
Simon and explained her motives in contrast to his. Jesus 
said, "Simon, I have something to say to you." He told of 
two debtors, one owing ten times as much as the other. When 
neither could pay, the creditor cancelled both debts. "Now 
which of them will love him more?" jesus asked. Simon 
knew the right answer. "The one, I suppose, to whom he 
forgave more," he answered reluctantly. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Church Growth R. D. ICE 

Edwin Hayden, former editor of the 11Standard," did a 
study of 92 fast growing churches among the "Independents." 
Here is some of what he learned. First, most of these fast 
growing churches were using personal work programs in
volving the "membership" in evangelism. One church men
tioned that from its formation (1969), every-member
evangelism had been stressed and "built into" the life of the 
congregation. 

The atttiude of the members toward each other is another 
point of emphasis. "Our people love each other. We have a 
great bond of unity within the church. Visitors comment on 
the friendly atmosphere they find here." Certainly this 
strengthens the "credibility factor." 

Some stressed the importance of a positive and construc
tive application of the Biblical message. This involves a 
preacher who can "say negative things in a positive way and 
positive things with great joy." Few people would really want 
to trade a "feast" for a "fuss." People hunger for the "Bread 
of Life," not for a "dry, theological crust." 

Informality came in for stress. One church in the Midwest 
is reported as saying: "Our morning services feature exposi
tory preaching, a love feast, our people praying on their 

OUR RESPONSE TO GRACE 
(Continued from page 3) 

"You have judged rightly," jesus said. Then turning toward 
the woman he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house, you gave me no water for my feet, but 
she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she 
has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. There
fore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven for she 
loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little." 

We can imagine the protesting thoughts that might have 
leaped into Simon's mind, "Jesus, you did not tell me you 
wanted your feet washed. You did not command me to kiss 
you. The law does not require that I anoint your head. You 
knew that I would have done those things ... " 

What was Simon's problem? Being a good Pharisee, he 
thought himself to have few, if any, sins. He needed little 
forgiveness, he thought. With such little cause for penitence, 
there would be no tears of sorrow or of gratitude for mercy 
received. There would be little motivation for loving gener
osity. He would do his designated duties but he had nothing 
overflowing from his heart. No loving fragrance came from 
his soul to fill the house. He only distracted from those whose 
emptied flasks filled the dismal room with heavenly perfume. 

Did these three women illustrate the response to law or to 
grace? If these women had been seeking to keep require
ments under threat of hell, Mary's perfume would have lost 
its fragrance, the widow's offering would have only been an 
effort to appease a demanding God, and the sinful woman 
would have had no tears with which to wet his feet. Neither 
action resulted from a guilt-prodding sermon. Their actions 
were as songs of praise divinely inspired. "Sacred birds don't 
sing." 

Our loving service is in response to grace. "If you love me 
you will keep my commandments," but "We love because 
he first loved us." God's extravagant love is our motivation. 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
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knees, and a very informal approach. Our morning service 
usually lasts an hour and a half, but the people come back." 

A church in Oregon has a 73 year old preacher who has 
been with them for 36 years. They are having notable growth 
in the youth area, with the assistance of a young campus 
minister. Expected? A church in Mississippi which has nei
ther a campus minister nor a young preacher, still is doing 
exceptionally well. Youth take an active part in every service 
of the church. At least once a month the entire evening ser
vice is conducted by the young people. 

Public relations is also a factor. If people do not hear you, 
or will not listen to what you are saying, you have little hope 
of reaching them. A church in California says: "We let the 
community know we are here as a Bible-preaching, Bible
believing, community-minded church." What the community 
thinks you are doing is almost more important than what 
you actually do. 

The conclusion seems to point to this: almost any sensi- . 
ble method of work will give God-glorifying results-when it 
is empowered through the enthusiastic participation of the 
church-body as a whole. Without such participation, no 
method offers.much hope of success. 

Much of the history of our "Restoration Movement" is 
preserved in the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 1101 
Nineteenth Avenue South, Nashville, Tenn., 37212. The record 
of evangelism shows that by 1830, the Restoration had 12,000 
members. By 1860 the number had climbed to 225,000 mem
bers. By 1900 the number reached 1,151 ,000. C. Roy Stauffer, 
of Memphis, gives this overview of the type of evangelism 
initiated by Walter Scott and characteristic of our Restora
tion in those years. " .•. evangelism rather than revivalism. 
1. It is emotional, but not emotionalism. 2. It seeks to develop 
a faith, not of excitement, but of reason. 3. It seeks to love 
God with all of your mind, as well as all of your heart and 
soul and strength. 4. It seeks a personal relationship with 
Christ that is in-depth and lasting, rather than shallow and 
temporary. 5. It seeks inward conviction, not just outward 
behavior. 6. It seeks to make disciples not just church mem-
bers ... to develop deep personal faith, not just indoctrina-
tion ... to know what the scriptures mean, not just to be able 
to quote them. 7. It is what we might call a "low pressure, 
positive approach," rather than a high pressure, negative 
approach. Instead of saying, "If you die tonight, will you go 
to heaven or hell?" we would say, " If you don't die tonight, 
will the rest of your life be filled with meaning and jgy?" 
8. We preach love and grace, rather than wrath and punish
ment. 9. We seek individual conversions, rather than mass 
convictions. This means our goal is to make each member of 
the church an evangelist, rather than having a few preachers 
who try to do it all." Remember: during the time this "Plea" 
was being used in evangelism (the Plea to be "Christian 
only,") the "brotherhood" was growing more than 20% in 
membership each year! 

In these "golden years" of our Restoration, rather than 
trying to make an impression on an unbelieving world, these 
Christians possessed something that could not be hidden! 
Darkness cannot avoid being lighted by the light that shines 
into it. Neither can the earth refuse to be salted by the salt it 
is salted with. The salt and light of God's people cannot fail 
to influence the whole world-if God's people permit salt 
and light to work! This is how God's people in the New Testa
ment lived under God's government as members of the Spiri
tual Kingdom. 
1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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A Challenge LESLIE LEONARD 

Men walked on the moon and space 
craft probed distant planets while the 
scientific community searched in vain 
for signs of extraterrestrial I ife. From 
comments made by spokesmen the 
search for life was carried on with almost 
feverish desperation. But why this 
search? Is it that important? 

Of course there is some inquisitive
ness of man involved, but to find life on 
another planet could indicate that evolu
tion is possible. It could indicate that 
man could have evolved from inert mat
ter. This would silence the nagging pos
sibility that something might have exert
ed influence in arranging this vast 
complex system of the universe. Of 
more importance it would silence the 
Biblical account of creation thereby re
lieving man of the possibility that he is 
accountable to a creator. If the Bible 
account could only be proved false then 
the possibility that God exists would be 
remote, and man would not be answer
able. 

This isn't an original idea, but it is one 
that shouldn't be overlooked. The Bible 
contains within its pages a direct chal
lenge to man to disapprove it. God in 
his word has used fulfilled prophecies 
to establish the credibility of his word. 
By proving the prophecies are false the 
reliability of the Bible can be disproved. 

God through Moses told the Hebrews 
how to determine whether a man was a 
true prophet. He said, "When a prophet 
speaketh in the name of the lord, if the 
thing follow not, nor come to pass that 
is the thing which the lord has not 
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously; thou shalt not be afraid 
of him" (Deut. 18:22). So to disapprove 
!he Bible we could prove the prophecy 
1s not true. 

This has been attempted by modern
ist by changing the dates of the writing, 
especially in Daniel. They tried to make 
it seem that the writing was done after 
the event. But there are other prophe
cies that stand as a direct challenge in 
the Bible. 

Ezekiel prophesied, "therefore thus 
saith the lord God, 'Behold, I am against 
you, 0 lyre, and I will bring up many 
nations against you, as the sea brings 
up its waves. And they will destroy tt'ie 
walls of lyre and break down her tow
ers; and I will scrape her debris from 
her and make her a bare rock. She shall 
be a place for the spreading of nets in 
the midst of the sea, for I have spoken, 
declares the lord God. and she will be
come spoil for the nations .... So I will 
silence the sound of your songs, and the 
sound of your harps will be heard no 
more. And I will make you a bare rock; 
you will be a place for the spreading 
of nets. You will be built no more, for I 
the lord have spoken,' declares the lord 
God" (Ezek. 26:3-14). 

At this time lyre was 2100 vears old, 
but Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city 
for 13 years finally breaking into it. The 
city was destroyed with only the stones 
and timbers remaining. A new lyre was 

built on an island in the ocean and con
tinued to stand. Then in 322 Alexander 
the Great attack the new lyre. He used 
the timbers and rocks from old lyre to 
build a causeway out to the island to 
take it. Myers, "Ancient History," states, 
"The island city of lyre was taken by 
means of a mole, a causeway, built 
through the sea. The mole was con
structed out of the ruins of old lyre," 
and ''The larger part of the site of the 
once great city is as bare as the top of a 
rock-a place where fishermen that still 
frequent the spot spread their nets to 
dry." This has been true now for 2313 
years. 

Zephaniah prophecied, " ... Ashkelon 
a destruction:" (Zeph. 2:4). At that time 
Ashkelon was 1200 years old and after 
the prophecy it continued tC: stand for 
another 1800 years. It was a part of the 
Roman Empire passing to the Arabs in 
636 A.D. In 1153 A.D. the crusaders re
captured it. The prophecy certainly 
sounded false. But in 1191 it was taken 
by Saladin, and in 1270 A.D. Sultan Beir
bar destroyed the city and blocked the 
harbor. The Encyclopedia Britannica 
states, "It remain uninhabited until mid 
20th century." For a time it was inhabit
ed, but is now known as "the mound 
of Tel t\s~quelan" protected by a nation
al antiqUities park. There is a modern 
city 11/4 miles northeast of the site but 
Ashkelon still remains desolate. ' 

Ezekiel prophecied, "Yet thus saith 
th.e lord God; At the end of forty years 
Will I gather the Egyptians from the peo
ple whither they were scattered· And 
I will ~ring again the captivity of 'egypt, 
and will cause them to return into the 
land of Pathros, into the land of their 
habitation: and they shall there be a 
base kingdom. It shall be the basest of 
kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any 
!llore above the nations: for I will dimin
Ish them, that they shall no more rule 
over the nations" (Ezek. 29:13-15). 

The present government and its pre
d~cessor have sought with all their 
m1ght to become the leaders of the 
Arab world only to find their hopes 
thwarted again and again. 
. Babylon was founded by Hammurabi 
m 2200 B.C. The old city was destroyed 
and rebuilt in 1800 B.C. Nebuchad
nezzar was proud of this city which was 
1200 years old at that time. But Isaiah 
had prophesied about 725 B.C. (125 
years before Nebuchadnezzar), "And 
Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldees excellency, shall 
be as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited 
neither shall it be dwelt in from gener~ 
ation to generation: neither shall the 
Arabian pitch his tent there; neither 
shall the shepherd make their folds 
there. But wild beasts of the desert shall 
lie there; and their houses shall be full 
of doleful creatures; and owls shall 
dwell there, and satyrs shall dance 
there" (lsa. 13:18-21). 

Jeremiah prophesied, "And they shall 
not take of thee a stone for a corner, 
nor a stone for a foundation; but thou 
shall be desolate forever, saith the lord" 
(Jer. 51 :26), and 11And it shall come to 

pass, when seventy years are accom
plished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation saith the lord, 
for their iniquity, and the land of the 
Chaldeans, will I make a perpetual des
olation" (Jer. 25:12). 

The story of its fall is fascinating. 
Myers, 11Ancient History," states, "The 
Babylonian plains are dotted wtih enor
mous mounds generally enclosed by vast 
crumbled ramparts of earth. These heaps 
are the remains of great walled cities of 
ancient Babylon." The "Encyclopedia 
Brittannica," states, 11 lts ruins still exist 
near the modern town of ai-Hillah, Iraq." 

Surely a people who can put a man 
on the moon and send space craft to the 
edge of the universe can rebuild lyre 
and Ashkelon. Surely the Egyptian na
tion can be raised to a place of promi
nence among the nations. Our military 
might should be able to do that at a lot 
less expense than sending men and ma
chines into space. With the tremendous 
wealth at our disposal we should be 
able to make the Babylonian plains 
bloom and the ancient city rise again. 

Instead of engaging in the expensive 
and difficult task of space exploration 
wouldn't it be far simpler to prove the 
Bible false by disproving these prophe
cies? It wouldn't matter then whether 

(Continued on page 11) 

The Enquiring Mind 
DALE R. WELLS 

The Greeks had a word for an en
quirer. A "periergos" was literally "one 
who works around." Sometimes the idea 
it conveyed was of superfluous work; at 
other times it suggested thorough in
vestigation. But more often it was used 
in a bad sense-to describe a prying 
busybody who spends his time meddling 
in other folks' affairs because he has 
nothing constructive to do. 

Paul thus described some of the 
brothers at Thessalonica: "They are not 
busy; they are busybodies". Too, he 
indicated this to be a danger for some 
of the women at Ephesus. So meddling 
is a danger for both men and women. 

We all want to know the facts about 
prominent people, especially if there is 
some hint of wrongdoing or question
able associations. There's no getting 
around the fact that juicy "exclusives" 
sell papers. But all too often they sell 
copy at the expense of character. 

Whose character is at stake? Well, 
there's the character of the poor fellow 
subjected to the innuendoes; there's the 
character of the reporter who digs up 
dirt; and there's the character of the 
publisher who peddles trash for truth. 
Then, too, there's the character of the 
person who thrives on the irresponsible, 
prying stories of yellow journalism. 

That's the person Paul was most con
cerned about-the person who survives 
on scandal. So next time you're tempted 
to look for the dirt in someone else's 
wash remember-this kind of enquiring 
mind is sinful. 
309 West Bedford, Dimmitt, Texas 79027 
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Were Paul's Opinions Inspired? 
JACK G. SHEPPARD 

A question was raised recently whether certain passages in 
1 Cor. 7 are inspired. For instance, verse 12 says, "But to 
the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother ... " Another 
example is verse 25, which reads, "Now concerning virgins 
I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion ... " 
Finally, verse 40 says, "But in my opinion ... " These verses 
are contrasted with verse 10 ("But to the married I give in
structions, not I, but the Lord, ... ) in which Paul seems to 
emphasize a difference between his instructions and the 
Lord's. A position was taken that the structure of Paul's writ
ings in this chapter shows that Paul was speaking without 
inspiration in a number of instances. Let us examine this 
premise. 

In 2 Pet. 3:15-16, we find " ... our beloved brother Paul 
according to the wisdom given him wrote to you, as also in 
all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are 
some things hard to understand, which the untaught and un
stable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to 
their own destruction." Thus, Peter classes all of Paul's letters 
as Scripture. 

In 2 Pet. 1:20-21, we find the way in which Scripture is 
delivered. "But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God." Thus, Paul's let
ters, being Scripture according to Peter, came about because 
he was "moved by the Holy Spirit to speak from God." That 
is what we commonly call inspiration. 

Peter gives us some strong evidence that we should be 
cautious about questioning the inspiration of any of Paul's 
writings. We get further indications from some of the text in 
1 Cor. 7 itself. Verse 40 is one we referred to earlier as begin
ning, "in my opinion." However, that verse ends wtih, "I 
think that I also have the Spirit of God." Thus, Paul cloaks his 
opinion in the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit of God, as we 
have already seen, that inspires the writing of Scripture. 

In verse 25, Paul says he has no command of the Lord but 
gives an opinion "as one who by the mercy of the Lord is 
trustworthy." How trustworthy is the 'opnion' of Paul? Paul 
invokes the Lord's name as evidence of his trustworthiness. 
Of what utility is the Lord's name in this context except as 
an indication of inspiration? 

Verse 12 begins a lengthy discussion regarding the relation
ship of one who has come to Christ but whose spouse has 
not. Paul begins by saying that he, not the Lord, gives the 
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instruction. Yet at the end of the discussion (vs 17) he con
cludes by saying, "And thus I direct in all the churches." 
'Direct' is a strong word. Is Paul binding his opinion on 'all 
the churches?' In Matt. 16:19, Jesus said, regarding his apos
tles, that, "whatever you shall bind on earth shall have been 
bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth 
shall have been loosed in heaven (NASV)." Thus it appears 
that Paul was simply delivering that which had already been 
determined in heaven. How did he know what had been 
bound in heaven, except through inspiration? 

The fact remains that Paul does make a distinction between 
'the Lord saying' and 'Paul saying,' as in verse 12. How can 
this fact be reconciled wih the idea of inspiration? Looking 
carefully at the context, vs 10-11 tell married Christians to 
stay together and not to separate and remarry. Jesus himself 
spoke on this subject while on earth (Matt. 5:32 and 19:9). 
Conversely, Verses 12ff give instructions to those who be
come Christians, but whose spouses do not. As far as I know, 
Jesus never discussed this subject himself. However, the fact 
that Jesus did not discuss the subject does not prevent Paul 
from having inspiration from the Holy Spirit on the subject. 
Thus, Paul could emphasize his message to married Christians 
by citing Jesus' (the Lord) personal teachings. Where Jesus 
had not taught, Paul fell back to his status as an inspired apos
tle and continued with the message they needed. · 

But what about the word 'opinion'? This is translated from 
the word 'gnome,' which appears rarely in the Scriptures. As 
is the general case, it has many possible meanings. Some are, 
"purpose, intention, mind, opinion, judgment, previous 
knowledge, consent, decision, and declaration." The render
ing 'opinion' appears to be the weakest of the possibilities. 

In conclusion, it is true that Paul made a distinction in 1 
Cor. 7 between 'having a command of the Lord' and deliver
ing his own teaching. It is true that English translations use 
the word 'opinion' in some passages. However, there is testi
mony external to Paul as to the inspiration of his writings. 
There is internal evidence within 1 Cor. 7 that Paul was deliv
ering inspired teachings. There are explanations for the dis
tinction between 'commands of the Lord' and Paul's own 
teachings. There can be doubts about the validity of the 
'opinion' translation. Therefore, I conclude that the evidence 
of noninspiration is very flimsy. In view of Peter's statement 
that many 'distort' Paul's writings 'to their own distruction,' 
I would hesitate to attack the inspiration of the smallest detail 
of Paul's writings on such flimsy evidence. 
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Is There a God? (1) 
.J. D. THOMAS 

This is the most basic of all questions. 
It has more to do with the meaning of 
life than any other question. 

We cannot prove, or disprove, the 
existence of God in a scientific, abolute 
sense. What we CAN do is to furnish an 
adequate basis for faith in pointing out 
the necessity for God-the extremely 
high probability that he exists. His exis
tence is the hypothesis that explains 
everything about our universe in a clear 
and simple fashion, and no other hy
pothesis does this. He "makes sense" of 
our world as we know it and he coordi
nates our world view from every stand
point. His existence explains our origin, 
our purpose, our conscience, our reli
gious yearnings, our freedom of will, our 
self-consciousness and our urge for 
eternity. It has been argued that the 
"God hypothesis" is too convenient to 
be true. Gravity is a very convenient hy
pothesis in physics but we do not reject 
it because it is "too convenient." In fact 
the convenience makes it the more plau
sible, and really the best argument. 
When we realize that our eyes come 
into the world "pre-adapted" for the 
world of light; our ears to the world of 
sounds; our stomachs to the world of 
foods; our lungs to air with the exact 
balance of gases; our brains to the reali
ties and decisions of life that we face; 
it would not be very "convenient" to 
reason that all this came about without 
the planning of a designer and just hap
pened by accident, which is the only 
alternative. God's existence is unifying, 
explanatory, natural, reasonable, and ir
refutable. The five-year old child can 
understand and accept him as the an
swer to all the problems involved in a 
worldview. 

Our material world of nature with its 
order and organization calls for an ex
planation. Our minds crave a sufficient 
reason, explaining the whole universe as 
it actually is. The self-existent, personal, 
omnipotent, purposeful God answers it 
all and no further explanation is re
quired. He exists necessarily, because 
something had to be able to do what 
he answers to. The material universe 
does not explain itself. There must be 
an explanation, and God is the most 
reasonable explanation. If we deny rea
sonableness, then we cannot claim any 
validity to our own reasoning which 
differs from this. The explanation of 
anything must ultimately be a necessary 
being, and the God of the Bible is the 
only being we are ever tempted to call 
necessary, in this connection. 

Human beings do not find instances 
of design, without there having been a 
mind involved, hence we infer an Archi
tect of the universe, since there is so 
much evidence of design and planning._ 
Science has been in the process of dis
covering our universe for many years, 
learning more and more about its intri
cate order and uniformity of behavior. 

The orderly universe would hardly result 
from a complete randomness, or by a 
mere chance, hit and miss interaction of 
matter. But this is exactly what evolu
tion expects us to believe! The only 
alternatives are God or chance. A ran
dom throwing of sand would give dis
order. But to throw a wastebasket full 
of letters of the alphabet into a whirl
wind and then come back later to find 
them all arranged in order and spelling 
out a message, would be evidence of a 
mind with a purpose having been there. 
Such an order and well-organized uni
verse as we have would not come about 
by mere chance. Of course, the evolu
tionists say that there was plenty of time, 
and that finally this fantastic order was 
produced by hit and miss chance. The 
mathematical improbabilities of this are 
so far fetched that it is unbelievable, as 
Julian Huxley has admitted, yet he ac
cepts it as having occurred. They do not 
believe "a whole cow has to be made at 
once," but many complex systems do 
have to be made at once to work at all. 
Imagine the human eye in development 
over a few million years. 

The existence of morality, conscience, 
and a sense of oughtness demands a 
moral God to whom we must give an
swer. These make no sense at all unless 
he exists. No way would they develop by 
chance in evolution. They must have had 
a source who is himself moral. There 
is no other explanation. 

Values, such as good and bad, right 
and wrong, need a personal God in 
order to have any meaning. Man's aes
thetic sensitivities have beautiful and 
significant meaning if we posit the exis
tence of God, but without him they 
would be a real puzzlement. 

Yes, there is a God, for he is a neces
sary being, and his existence explains 
all the big problems of a world-view. 

God-As A Person 
The longest discussion of any topic 

in "The Great Books of The Western 
World" is the one on the subject of 
God! The arguments for his existence 
are the greatest single attempt of the 
human mind to penetrate beyond the 
barriers of the physical realm of reality 
into the spiritual. Atheists do not argue 
against idols, or mythological deities. 
They argue against Jehovah-a personal, 
transcendent, rational being who is 
Creator, provider, revealer, Saviour, Re
warder, and Father. All this shows how 
significant God is in human concern, 
and how the problem affects all of life, 
who and what we are and how we 
should live. 

Francis Schaeffer asked, "What sense 
would it make for a man to give his son 
to the ants, to be killed by the ants, in 
order to save the ants?" The answer he 
then gave was "None, because ants are 
not persons!" 

What is personhood? Whether God is 
a person affects our personhood, and, 

indeed, the very meaning of our exis
tence. God is anthropomorphic, as we 
use this term; but rather, we are made 
in his image, which does give us at least 
a spark of divine nature. From this we 
can draw that those qualities which 
make man different from animals sug
gest the nature of God, and what it 
means to be a person. 

Personhood means to be intellectual, 
to reason, think abstractly (even about 
oneself), to be scientific, mathematical, 
to associate by similarity and generalize, 
to think in universals, to imagine, to 
remember, to make tools, to use lan
guage, to teach one's children, and to 
direct one's own thoughts. It means to 
be emotional-to love, to laugh, to cry, 
to rejoice, to grieve, and to sympathize. 
It means to be volitional-to have free
will and be able to choose, to feel moral 
responsibility and a sense of oughtness, 
to have a conscience and feel guilt. It 
means to have a set of values-be able 
to contemplate beauty, to want the 
good, to be able to worship, and to have 
an eternal hope. 

A bad man can act like an animal, but 
a very good animal cannot act like a 
man. There is a great gulf between men 
and animals, which the evolutionists of 
today ignore. This gulf means person
ality is the highest category known to 
men-for example, there is nothing 
known to men which is as great as the 
love of one human for another, and love 
for and by God. Personality does not 
require limitation (as in God's case), 
though it may have limitations, as in 
man's case. 

God is more than a person. He is 
divine, which means Perfection, Infinite
ness, Unity, Omnipotence, Omniscience, 
Holiness, Righteousness, Immutability, 
all in ABSOLUTE ways! He is far above 
Man! 

The Godhead, consisting of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit, is personal. jesus Christ, the Son 
of God and the Saviour and Lord of 
Man is a Person. When we become 
Christian, we "get married" to him in 
an intimate and close personal union. 
As the husband and wife become one 
flesh, so we and Christ become one 
spirit when we enter a relation with him. 
No pagan religion ever offered a person
al union with deity! Each individual 
human can have this personal union 
with Christ. We conduct ourselves as 
Christians, because he "lives in us." 

The Holy Spirit is a person. John 16: 
13 says, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit 
of truth is come, He will guide you into 
all truth; for he shall not speak from 
himself; but what things soever he shall 
hear, these shall He speak . . ." Never 
should we speak of the Holy Spirit as 
"It!" He is not a ghost or a phantom 
but a person, whom the Father uses to 
do good for us. 

Christianity is thus a religion based 
upon personal relationships-in a strong 
sense. We communicate as persons. God 
and Christ are personally present when 
we meet in worship, and their love is 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Adventures of Floyd W. Wedge 
L A RRY CHOU IN ARD 

Where would the church be w ithout Floyd Wedge? Floyd 
has singfehandedly preserved the church from heretical 
th inking by courageously splitting more churches than any 
brother on record. W hile brother Floyd has an arsenal of 
weapons to use against those w ho deviate from "main line 
interpretations," his favori te involves the severing of his fe l
lowship. Let's face it, to be out of fellowship with Floyd is to 
be out of fe llowship wi th the Lord. Anyone who is "up" on 
the issues, knows that orthodoxy can be determined merely 
by checking Floyd's "doxy." 

There is no issue of major concern threatening the church 
but that Floyd can be found on the right side of the issue. 
Even w hen some brethren could not see an issue Floyd's 
objective reporting through his famed journal, "Set For the 
Division," could always surface an objection. It was Floyd 
w ho first cast suspicion concern ing the "soundness" of cer
ta in brethren because they wore w ide t ies and white belts. 
Floyd had the uncanny ability of labeling a man within thirty 
seconds of his entrance into the pulpit. If it were not for 
Floyd's cri tical assessment we would have never known that 
many brethren, we all considered fa ith fu l and godly men, 
were really sinister devils p lotting the destruction of the 
church. Through "Set For the Division" Floyd has given us 
the inside scoop on many brethren. Only because of his 
efforts are we able to be suspicious of the right brethren. Top 
at the l ist for " marking," are those who refuse to subscribe 
to "Set For the Division." 

True, Floyd is not big on exegesis, but we cannot expect 
him to do everything. Once he has pointed out the error, it 
is up to us to find th e Scripture that condem ns the practice. 
However, if you are having troub le deciding what issues meri t 
a "split" write Floyd c/ o "Set For the Division," and he will 
provide you w ith a l ist of libera l t rends meri ting immediate 
withdrawal. Wh ile, to many brethren, some issues are com
plex and call for a suspension of dogmatism, to Floyd issues 
are either black o r w hite. You can always trust Floyd to plumb 
the depths of any issue and come up w ith the tradit ional 
interpre tation. 

The Lord has truly raised up a champion for the "old 
paths." Finally the church has someone to protect it from 
modern t rends, w hether they be right or w rong. Let a man 
step out of fine, and Floyd wi ll "write him up." If a church 
kept up on who Floyd has "wri tten up" there would never be 
a danger of getting a liberal in the pulpit. You may not have 
a preacher in the pulpit, but that's better than having a lib
eral. Thanks to Floyd and his paper we now know how to 
label some brethren. I know better than to read the articles 
or books written by l iberals Floyd has marked. Write Floyd 
and he w ill send you a fist of books w ritten by "sound" 
Gospel Preachers. At last count there were only three, but 
that's al l you need to go to heaven. 

Yes, the church owes a lot to Floyd. Where would one be 
without Floyd's assessment of what constitutes "soundness"? 
Why not take a short-cut in the decision process concerning 
controversial issues? Subscribe to "Set For the Division" and 
you will not only have Floyd's infa ll ible judgment on issues 
of concern, but you w ill also have the latest nose-counting, 
and name-dropping statistics to aid you in resolving any 
issue th reatening the church. Floyd w ill not bore you with 
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exegesis, he can go to the heart of an issue without even 
opening his Bible. Truly Floyd has been raised up for such 
a time as this. 

Yes, where would the church be w i thout Floyd Wedge? 

23363 Burbank Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

Unity, Evangelism and Doctrine 
NICK YOUNG 

In recent times discussion has taken place among brethren 
concerni ng sound doctrine and evangelism. Some have said, 
"We must earnestly contend for the truth. We must be sound 
in the faith." Indeed, we must! Others have proclaimed, "We 
must be evangelistic. We must save the lost." These, too, are 
correct. So while some emphasize sound doctrine, others 
emphasize evange lism. Thus, confusion has occurred in ou r 
ranks, provoking us to restudy the entire issue. We wou ld be 
wise to prayerfully consider the following observations. 

Evangelism and sound doctrine are not opposed to each 
other. It is not a matter of being either sound in doctrine or 
evangelistic. It is a matter of being both sound in doctrine 
and evangel istic. Evangel ism is not anti-sound doctrine. Nei
ther is sound doctrine anti-evangel ism. Any preacher who 
portrays sound doctrine and evangelism as opposites has 
misrepresented the truth of Christ's gospel. 

In fact, God wants the church to combine a sound faith 
with an evangelistic fervor. Luke writes, "And so were the 
churches established in the faith, and increased in number 
daily." Thus, they were faithful as well as evangelistic. In 
addition, the church in Jerusalem was both sound in doc
trine and evangelistic. Surely it cannot be denied that God 
desires the church today to be both sound in the fa ith and 
evangelistic in saving souls. 

We must remember the blessedness of unity and endeavor 
to maintain it. David wrote in the long ago, "Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!" We must never allow ourselves to forget the blessed
ness of un ity! The goodness and pleasantness of brother
l iness is impossible to measure and often is unnoticed until 
it is destroyed. This must be the reason for the New Testa
ment's emphasis on unity. 

The need for brotherhood unity is greater now than ever 
before. We as the Lord's church have the opportunity to ac
complish extremely great things for God. Therein lies much 
of the reason for Satan's devotion to divide us against each 
other. Division would deal Christ's kingdom a damaging 
setback. Throughout the history of mankind the most trouble
some t imes have been those when God's people were di
vided. If ever there has been a time in our l ives that this sin
ful world needed the church to be strong and un ited, to be 
sound in faith and evangelistic in spirit, it is now. Christians 
need to fight the devil, not each other. 

The wise apostle Paul exhorts, "Now I beseech you, breth
rerr, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the sc;me thing and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment." Neither this writer nor the apos
tle Paul is encouraging Christians to fellowship error. It is, 
nevertheless, imperative that all followers of jesus un ite and 
strive together for the faith of the gospel. 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

This is the first of a series of articles on evangelism, pre
pared some years ago by Brother Clayton Pepper, but surely 
as fitting today, if not more so, than they were at that time. 

In these articles, the primary mission, really-of the church 
is set forward, and then ways to do that work better are 
described. 

Churches and elders will profit from reading these great 
articles by Bro. Pepper. Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Sa
lado, Texas 76571. 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (1) 

CLAYTON PEPPER 

If we asked what the mission of the church really is, we 
would get a variety of answers. Some would say that it is to 
preach the gospel to the lost, to edify the church, to carry on 
benevolence and to glorify God. Does the church actually 
have more than one mission? Is there confusion between the 
means and what is to be the end? Which of the following are 
means and which are ends? 

1. Bible study (edification) 
2. Benevolence 
3. Preaching (to the members) 
4. Physical facilities 
5. Evangelism (teaching the lost) 

What is the goal of the Bible school? Does it have a great
er goal than achieving good moral living and getting every
body back next Sunday? How does it relate to the accom
plishment of the true mission of the church? Is the purpose 
of benevolence simply to concern itself with the welfare of 
the physical body? Is benevolence a means or an end? 

How does present day pulpit preaching relate to accom
plishment of the real mission of the church? Can the preach
er say, "I have done my job when I have preached to the 
brethren," and the brethren say, "We have done our job 
when we have come to listen to the preacher''? 

Are physical facilities the means or the ends? Is the build
in a holy place? As a place of worship in the community, is 
its chief function that which it symbolizes, or is it an adver
tising piece for the church, or is there a greater place of 
service for the building? 

Where does evangelism fit in this picture? Is it just one of 
a number of programs? Does it hold no preeminence? Is it a 
means or is it an end? 

There is no greater need than for unity of purpose, the 
right purpose, in the church today. Programs are often in 
competition with ·each other, rather than working together to 
accomplish the same goal. When this is true, emphasis on 
evangelism is deemphasized, rather than emphasized. 

Bible Study 
Acts 9:31 tells us that the early church was edified and it 

multiplied. What ever the early church received as edifica
tion had a greater objective than present day, so called, edifi
cation. Obviously, it had the objective of preparing the 

church to reach the lost with the gospel! If the early church 
had waited for the lost to come to them to be taught, it 
would have been a futile effort. Most were not receptive 
while many actually opposed it. I believe it is a safe conclu
sion to reach, that early Christians were being prepared in 
their assemblies, to be disciples in deed rather than a place 
to get the lost into them for the Apostles to teach. 

One survey of twenty-four congregations shows that only 
two per cent of the adults in attendance were not baptized 
believers. While we want the lost to come be taught, we must 
recognize that that number continues to decrease. Today, 
Bible study has largely become an end rather than a means 
to the end of reaching the lost of the world. Thus, Bible study 
becomes the mission of the church, when reaching the lost 
with the gospel should be it. We must return to the type of 
edification that will result in multiplication. 

Benevolence 

Jesus showed compassion to the poor, sick, and bereaved. 
He used these occasions to make believers of them. He 
never placed more value on the body than the soul. He never 
got sidetracked to a substitute mission. He could have "ma
jored" in many aspects of his ministry, but he did not. He 
"majored" in one thing, which he expressed in these words, 
"For the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost." (luke 19:10). Our great society programs to help 
the physical body must not become weightier matters than 
the soul, not even on an equal basis. Let us prepare those in 
our benevolent programs to teach the lost. 

Preaching 

Apart from teaching the members' children, it is doubtful 
that the preaching at the church building could be called 
evangelism, unless there is much going into the highways and 
byways to compel them to come in. Our preaching today is 
largely edification. Our sights have been so turned from the 
lost that the work of the preacher is more like that of a de
nominational "pastor." Our "clergy-laity" concept perpetu
ates dependency, while we are unaware of it. The preacher is 
hired to serve the members, and the preacher hires to serve 
the church. When this is the case, the preacher has turned 
away from being an evangelist, and members drift into in
difference and the lost go unsaved. Seriously, I doubt that 
we will ever escape the "clergy-laity" concept as long as only 
one or two men fill the pulpit. Where the average man is 
given neither training nor encouragement to learn to speak 
publicly, he soon concludes that the pulpit is holy ground 
on which only the professionals dare to to read! This discour
ages spiritual growth. 

Elders should take every secondary thing off the preach
er and tell the congregation that he now heads the program 
of evangelism. This is simply not the traditional concept of 
staying in the office to study and filling the pulpit, often 
called evangelism. Name others to handle matters of lesser 
importance. The apostles would not stop evangelizing to 
feed the Grecian widows. They said, "But we will give our
selves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." 
(Acts 6:1-4). The Grecian widows were taken care of, but not 
at the expense of lost souls. If the preacher's passion for lost 
souls does not burn brighter than anyone else's, you may 
need to change preachers. 
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NEW BIBLE CHAIR AT ALTUS 

Western Oklahoma State College, lo
cated in Al tus, serves the corner of the 
state ly ing between North Texas and the 
Texas Panhandle (and, potent ially, the 
adjacent Texas areas). Situated on a spa
cious campus with excellent new facili
ties, WOSC is a steadily expanding 
institution. Recognizing the opportunity 
presented, area breth ren have taken the 
necessary legal steps to set up a Bible 
Chair. Courses were taught during the 
1981 -82 school year in the building of 
Hudson and Elm congregation in Altus, 
whose elders oversee the work of the 
Bible Chai r director. 

In anticipation of the 1982-83 school 
year, an additional instruc to r was added 
on a part-time basis and new courses 
were planned. Negotiations were begun 
for the purchase of property just across 
U.S. 283 from the front entrance to the 
campus. A building meeting current 
needs for classroom and study space, 
offices, and informal association is in the 
plann ing stage. 

When fully developed, the program 
w ill not only provide access to Bible 
teaching and Christian fe llowsh ip for 
full-t ime students of the college, but 
also provide a fully accredi ted program 
for those In the area w ho w ish to further 
their training for various teaching roles 
in the church but who must continue 
workin~ while they do so. The program 
will eventually provide an Associate of 
A rts degree in general studies w ith an 
emohasis in Bible. 

Glen McCall, whose educationa l back
ground includes Sunset School of Preach
ing, Oklahoma Christian College, and 
Harding Un iverstiy Graduate School, di
rects the program and teaches a majo r
ity of the classes. He has been joined 
for the 1982-83 term by Ardron Hinton, 
a graduate of Western Oklahoma State 
who also holds degrees from Southwest
ern Oklahoma State University and Abi
lene Christian University. McCall speaks 
throughout the area in special studies 
and in behalf of the Bible Chair. Hinton 
preaches for the church in Roosevelt, 
where he is beginnnig his tenth year. 

Virgil Trout of Dallas, w ho has 
preached extensively in Southwestern 
Oklahoma, has volunteered to head a 
drive to develop an adequate library 
for this new work. 

For information w ri te to the WOSC 
Bible Chair, c/o Hudson and Elm Church 
of Christ, A ltus, OK 73521 or call 405-
482-1179, 405-482-3149, or 405-563-
2354. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN T EXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 
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UNIVERSITY O F IOWA HAS FIRST 
CAMPUS MINISTER 

Doug Barry is the first full-time cam
pus min ister at the University of Iowa. 
Doug received his education at York 
Co ll ege and at Lubbock Christian Col
lege. Doug comes to us from a campus 
work in Tonkawa, OK. at Northern Okla
homa Co llege. 

The work has progressed well over the 
last 14 years with several men working 
part-time. Our work on campus and in 
the community will begin with at least 
30 Christian students and young pro
fessionals w ith more than 100 in the 
congregation altogether. 

The chu rch in Iowa City has stepped 
out in faith, in th is first full-time minis
try. We need your help! Our support 
for th is work is some $415 a month 
short of what is needed. If you as an 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS 

for 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 
( 100% u nderwrit i ng. . . >, 

.. . we buy the bonds) c 
0 

WRITE ~ < 
ui 
j 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell · P.O. Box 7648 ~ 

Amaril lo, Texas 79109.0648 ~ 

(806) 352·5603 '0 
c 
(I) 

"Church financing .9-
is o u r b u s iness" Q 

ind ividual, or your congregation can 
help in any way, please w rite or send 
your help to: The Elders, Ki rkwood Ave., 
1320 Kirkwood Ave., Iowa City, lA 52240. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hond regularly a supply of 
fresh, pu re, unleavened bread for com
mu nion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-all carefully sealed 10 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
t ion should have on hand a good supply a t 
a ll times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

F irm Foundation P ublishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I DO WE QUALIFY ? f 

I Please RUSH free information. 
I ... we need funds to build I 

Name 

Address 

C ity Sta te Z ip 

Individual'S func tion In c ongregation 

Name or congregation 

Ph. Nos. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• CredHs Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box iBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 



G. HOWARD KELLEY 
G. Howard Kelley, one of the original 

elders of the Bammel Road Church of 
Christ in Houston, Texas died July 21, 
1982. 

He was born January 31, 1910 at Mi
lano, Texas, and had been a resident of 
Houston for 47 years. He was retired 
from 39 years with Exxon Corporation. 

Howard Kelley was a man whose life 
was lived for God and his Kingdom. He 
was interested in the growth of the 
Kingdom, not just at home, but every
where. He assisted a large number of 
special works and projects among the 
brotherhood. He was serving as a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees of Columbia 
Christian College at the time of his 
death. 

He was a tremendous leader of men. 
He was always optimistic; always look
ing toward higher goals. He sincerely 
believed that if God wanted something 
done, his people should try to do it. 

Kelley was a particularly good friend 
o preachers. There were a large number 

of preachers in the audience of 750 who 
attended the funeral at the Bammel 
church building Saturday, july 24th. 

In addition to his wife, Grace, Kelley 
is survived by two daughters, judy 
Thomson and Susan Box, four sons, Ste
phen, Don, David and Douglas, and two 
step-sons, W. N. Kelley and Edward 
Kelley. 

Survivors also include two brothers, 
and three sisters. 

He was "a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and faith." 

------4:>----

George Tipps, 9220 Ferguson Rd., D~l
las, Texas 75228: July 1-11 I was m 
Mexico for graduation exercises at 
Southeast Bible School in Chiapas State, 
a school overseen by the White Rock 
congregation in Dallas, and to visit areas 
where the graduates are working. 

Since coming to White Rock May 1, 
1982 more than 30 have been added. I 
am t~ be at Park Avenue in Indianapolis 
October 3-7. 

IS THERE A GODl (1) 
(Continued from page 7) 

personal in nature. The Bible is their 
person-to-person message to us. 

God is the grounding for love. The 
Trinity has always had (without a begin
ning) a love for each other God loved 
us first, and this prompts our love (per
haps feeble) in return. The abili~y an.d 
desire for love are grounded m h1s 
nature. The ability to love our families, 
our fellow Christians, our fellowman all 
draw their power from the nature of the 
person of God. All is dependent upon 
the nature of personhood. 

God as Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and as our Father, flowers in the teach
ing of Jesus. This was not an emph~sis 
in O.T. times, but in the N.T. we fmd 
abundant references to "Jesus' Father'' 
and also to the fact of our adoption into 
God's "family." Our "sonship" is a 
strong consideration in the teaching of 
the N.T., and the word "Abba. Father" 
has a special meaning of close intimacy 
that we can have with our Father. The 
idea of the Christian person having a 
close and intimate relationship with the 
person of God in his family, is one of 
the great concepts involved in being a 
child of God and a follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

To be continued 
1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 

A CHALLENGE 
(Continued from page 5) 

life was found on some distant planet. 
Evolution's prime opponent would ~e 
discredited. Man is challenged to dis
prove it. 
1303 5th Street, Fairbury, NE 68352 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits 11What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single$45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 
Write or call for details. 
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LIFT'82 DRAWS OVERFLOW CROWD 
August 13 and 14 the Homewood 

Church of Christ in Birmingham, Ala
bama hosted LIFT'82, its second annual 
state-wide youth rally. 

Keynote speakers included Joe Beam 
(Highland-Montgomery), Buddy Bell 
(landmark-Montgomery), Gary Bradley 
(Mayfair-Huntsville), and Wayne Kilpa
trick (Homewood-Birmingham). This 
year's theme was 11Keep Your Balance 
In An Unbalanced World." One was 
baptized into Christ and two were re
stored during the two-day meeting. 

Saturday morning featured an oratori
cal contest for members of Lads To 
Leaders teams from throughout Ala
bama. There were separate contests for 
boys and girls. Winners were selected at 
each grade level from the 4th-12th 
grades. Eighty-five speakers entered the 
contest which required the use of 30 
judges, 9 classrooms, and the audito
rium. Trophies were awarded to seven
teen first-place winners and certificates 
of recognition were given to each par
ticipant. 

Saturday afternoon 35 teams com
peted in the Homewood Bible Bowl 
II Tournament. The final round was be
tween Wetumpka and Ohatchee. Oha
chee won the tournament, and the beau
tiful sterling silver championship trophy 
went to their congregation for a year. 

Also in the afternoon was a puppet 
competition with 6 teams entered from 
Alabama and Florida. The winning skit 
was 11Growing Old Together'' by the 
team from Vero Beach, Florida. 

The evening meal was provided by the 
ladies of the Homewood congregation. 
Nearly 500 were fed. 

Eleven hundred fifty-three people 
attended LIFT'82, representing 101 con
gregations from 6 states. Homewood 
members housed 380 out-of-town visi
tors Friday night. 

LIFT (Living In Faith Together) serves 
as a logo for the Homewood youth, so 
the event will be named Ll FT each year. 
Dates for LIFT'83 are August 12 and 13. 
Next year's featured speaker will be 
Rubel Shelly. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop
ces ""' accepted. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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DECATUR CHURCH PLANS SEMINAR 

11Take My Life, 0 Father, Mold It" is 
the theme of the Annual Medical Evan
gelism Seminar, Oct. 1, 2 and 3, hosted 
by the Decatur Church of Christ, Deca
tur, Ga. 

Theme lectures and classes are 
planned emphasizing the preparation 
and training opportunities available to 

health professionals seeking to enter the 
·mission field. Speakers and teachers 
include Randy Becton, Tom Drinnen, 
Allen Hall, Howard Horton, Roger Mc
Cown, Anita Drinnen and Cindy Stan
ford. 

For seminar brochure or further in
formation, contact: joe Glenn, Decatur 
Church of Christ, 1677 Scott Blvd., Deca
tur, GA 30033, telephone 404-633-9242. 

~------------------------------------------------------~ 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

1YEAR 

. INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Lakeview Christian HoiDe 
CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO 

Nursing Home Retirement Home 

"In a Christian Setting" 

Board and Room Retirement is now 
available in our New Facilities 

Contact: Ray Bailey, Administrator 
1300 N. Canal 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especially in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all churches. 

Revised and updated with each reprinting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 
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Communion ware of unsurpassed quality . 

--=-

Every piece of Artistic's communion ware is perfectly propor
tioned for ease in handling, is luxurious in we ight and durably 
constructed to give many years of se rvice. Each interlock ing tray 
holds 40 easily reached glasses , and bread plates are conve
ni en tly self-stacking. 

Available in: 
QUALITY METALS: an extra measu re of beauty. p e rfection. durability. 

• BRASS 
•CHROME 
•SILVER PLATE 

ECONOMY METALS: beautiful. ye t moderately priced . 
• SILVER-TONE ALUMINUM 
• BRASS. TONE ALUMINUM 
• POLISHED ALUMINUM 

ITEM BRASS :j: CHROME t SILVER PLATE t 

A Communion 
tray 12" dia. RW·400BR $64.00 RW-400CH $90.00 RW-400SP $125.00 

B Communion 
Cover 11" dia. RW-401BR $42.00 RW-401CH $63.00 RW-401SP $80.00 

C Communion 
Base 12%." dia. RW-402BR $35.00 RW·402CH $53.00 RW-402SP $70.00 

D Bread Plate 
Cover 6%." dia. RW-403BR $39.00 RW-403CH $58.50 RW-403SP $62.00 

E Bread Plate 
(stacking) 10" dia. RW-404BR $46.00 RW·404CH $69.00 RW-404SP $85.00 

F Bread Plate 
10" dia. RW-405BR $24.75 RW·405CH $37.00 RW-405SP $54.00 

, --. _} 

Wonder Washer (Patented)· 

fA~ 

Washes 40 glasses in seconds, 
quickly, easily, safely. 
RW-511 for Revell-ware 
and Sudbury trays $22.00 
RW-512 for Broadman, 
Judson, Wearever and 
Westminster trays $22.00 

COMMUNION GLASSES: t 
Crystal glasses of the finest quality. 
RW-441-1,4" high $6.50 per doz. 
RW-66 1-% " high $6.50 per doz. 
Firm Foundation Disposable 
Communion Cups $13.95 per thousand 

SILVER-TONE BRASS-TONE POLISHED 
ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM t 

RW·500A $22.25 RW-500AB $22.25 RW-500 $18.75 

RW-501A $21.25 RW-501AB $21.25 RW-501 $17.75 

RW-502A $16.25 RW-502AB $16.25 RW-502 $13.75 

RW-503A $15.75 RW-503AB $15.75 RW-503 $13.75 

RW-504A $21.25 RW-504AB $21.25 RW-504 $19.25 

RW-505A $16.25 RW-505AB $16.25 RW·505 $13.75 

Order from FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 



3 COUNTRY MISSIONARY TOUR 
PLANNED BY GUILD AND HIS 

GRANDSON 

On September 10, 1981 the Hillcrest 
Church of Christ in Neosho, M issouri 
decided to send Marty and Angela West 
to the great nation of Brazil. The target 
city was Rio de janeiro. 

congregation of the church of Christ in 
this giant metropolitan city. 

Claude A Guild 

love and Gui ld 

This partnership is designed to be one 
step in fulfilling the great commission. 
Please pray for our missionaries in Rio! 

They were the third couple involved 
in this " mission team" effort to arrive in Plans are complete for our sixth mis

sionary tour on a world basis. This time 
it wil l be with jon Love, grandson and 
pre-med student at Abilene Christian 
University. john has dedicated his li fe to 
give a large portion of his medical pro
fession to the work of a medical mis
sionary. We will leave Sept. 17 from 
Dallas and return home November 22nd. 

Rio, a city of nine million souls. As of How many religious periodicals do you sub-
june 1982 there was not a single known scribe ta? 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact u.s for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 I 

I 

Our tour w il l take us to the Ch imala 
Mission Hospi ta l in Tanzania, E. Africa. 
Springtown elders are asking us to visit 
our staff and missionaries in that area. 
We w ill then fly to Madras, India and 
vis it Phillips Hospital, operated by Dr. 
P. j. A lexander, M.D. This work is over
seen by the Vancouver, Wn church. We 
will then take the train to Rajahmundry 
to take funds to the Leprosy Relief 
Centre. October 5 we wil l begin a series 
of vi llage gospel meetings including 
Vijayawada, Narasaraopet, Chennupalli, 
Pedambadipudi, Chilakaluripet, lnkole, 
and Komerapudi. 

..... _._ -- -·--- -·----·-u ___ _ --~ 

The tour will take us to Singapore and 
to meetings in Tenah Merah and 
Launceston, Austral ia where Springtown 
supports Les and Lavinia Totman. Box 
96, Springtown, Texas 76082. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list ot new aubscrlp· 
lions to the Firm Fouudatlou, please be 
•ure each has the proper Zip Code number 
alt er the clty and atate. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 



c L A s s I F I E D 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wnyne Stephens, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklnhomn 74801. 
V UJIIA, ARIZ., 051 ,V. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a. m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3H-3760 

Advertising' In this section $1.50 per line. Desi~rned especially to accommodate congre~ratlons Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church building, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and re(
crcnccs to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desireable. 

o.dvertiaing meelln&' places, preachers aeekine- work or congree-ationa aeekinar preachen. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

DEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF DIDLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-.Personal Evangtlism- Miasions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved !or Veteran's trnining" 
Leonurd M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. L amar, Denver, Co 80227 
F ORT HOOD - KJLLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church ot Christ 1&05 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9: 30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
I'.M.. Wed. 7:00 P::..:·c::M.;:....,.-----;-o; 
CHATHAJII, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
B lv d., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEJW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-681 0 o r 
201-63 5-2688. 
Experienced minister needed for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
miles from Yosemite National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60-70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, S940 E. Woodland, Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 723-1B11. 
A.LASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIS'!', 2700 De B a rr Rd. Will con tact 
relat ives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan o r 
Glenn Randolph, Box 3i4. Anchora~re, Alnska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA~S.;,C~l:,:.:IO~O.;L~O-::F::-::PR::=E=-:A""C=-:H==I:cN:-;G:--
11300 Dublin Road 

Plenannton, CnlUornla 94560 
James W . Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSffi P ON I SLAND O F KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mny, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hnunnla. Rd., Kapnn, Hnwnii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN IA 
CENTRA L CH UR CH OF CHRIST 

12th a nd Hoover Streets 
Sundny worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:60 A.M. & 

G:OO P.l\1. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586; 

P aul Ha,-per, 473-8228. 
---------~71E~·T~R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWE R, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10: 16 ; Worahip. 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
I!:VANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. lllor~enn Ave .. 
U.S. 400 E n .. t OppoNite K-Mnrt. Offle<! 477-
!\271. Robby 'Vnde, Jilin. 470-441156. 

DENVER. COJ.OTlADO 8022R 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1 0 24 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Dcnf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
" EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Chilrlrcn"s Home is cu rrently hiring child 
rare slnff. (Chrislinn couples.) Good pny and bene
fits. If interested. contort Steve Bergman, Execu
t ive nirector. nt P.O. Box 597. Vacaville, CA 95688. 
nr rnll 707 / 44R-3567 ." 
MINISTER AVA I LA=B L"'E:--,fo-r--:A-s-so-c"'i a"'t_e_w-o"'rk'.-=-3 7=-y-e-a-rs-oTid' 
and experienced. B.A. & M.A. in Bible. Candidate for 
MTh. & PhD. Contact Robin F. Duke, P.O. Box B6S, 
Cookeville, Tenn. 38S01 . (61S) S26-2616/2S3S. 
J'TT'N. MTLITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sundny 9:30 & 10:30 nnd 6:00 P.M. W•cl. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 7~fi-2~ 11. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 62S-2700 for 
tin,~<t :tnri r')):tr,. n( <Prvir,...;. 

The West End congregation of Winnipeg, wi th 40 mem
bers In a ci ty of SOO,OOO and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full- time evangelist to work in th is 
exciting mission field. A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
10 the church of Christ. 600 Burnell Street, Winn ipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free ln(ormalion write: Sunset Church o( Christ, 2432 
27th St .. Lubbock, TX 79411. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED·. M'-;a,-n,-u'"'e"l"'it-o"'N" a- v-::a7jo:-;C::;h-:io::;ldren's 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents. ~nd 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, lovong 
expenses, medical insurance, retirement insurance, va· 
cation and days off. For additional information and 
application forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM B7301 or call 1-SOS-B63-SS30. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 82 WORt.DS FAIR! 
Stny in n Christlnn home. Reasonable rntes. For 
more Information cnll 616-966-9622 or write Robert 
F . Grnhnm nt 312 BellCield Rd., Knoxville, Tenn . 
37922. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Ch rist just off 
1-81 belween Exi t 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1B96. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
~~t~;m~~ call: Area Cd. 402-24S-2251 or AC 402-

The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our Lord. Come join us al the Estes Park 
!=hurch of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ongful and productive in serving Christ. located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
Natoonal Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 73B, Estes Park, CO 80S17 
!>r phone (303) 586-4SS7. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation in Grand Island, Nebraska. The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an average 
attendance of 60 to a 13S average In the past two 
years. Our goal is to continue this growth pattern in 
the future. If you think you can help us evangeli~c 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 6BB24. 
Experienced, sound, mature preacher available. Call 
T. A. Grice at (817) 893-SB52. 
L!JOking for caretaker job for a Christian camp. Can 
gov~ good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Mamtenance experience, painting, electrical, tractor 
driving, ditching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Weldong, care of fi sh pond, swimming pool 
horse wrangling. Also seven years experience witl~ 
young people in children homes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 years. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children al onarried to Christian males). Call 806-
793-8475 or write: "J, Box Holder," P.O. Box 2BB01, 
Lubbock, TX 79407. 

VISlTING MEXICO CITY1 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:1S A.M. Call S7S·2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
lransportation. Or S31-B74S (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
FOR SALE 1966 Ford Church Bus. 4B passenger. Runs 
good. Priced reasonable to needy congregation of 
Church of Christ. Box 1S6; Ryan, OK 73S6S. 
Preacher and/or song leader available fo.:..r_ r_e_g-ul'a-r, 
p3rl·llmc employment within driving distance of Rich· 
ardson, Texas. Trained and experienced in both preach· 
ing and singing. Richard Norman 2141234·29S2. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED Hou!fing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (61S) S26-20S2 or write, 
Larry Milligan, 22S N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
3BS01. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETAR IAL, RELI EF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURS ING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (S12) S89·772S (day) or 
S89-2236 (nigh ljwcekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medina, TX 7800S. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE for fill-in services within 1SO 
miles o( Lubbock, Texas. 3S years experience; graduate 
of ACU; effective, sound, scriptural. Will come any
where for your gospel meeting needs. Call: Leslie Rick
erson (806) 792-8S31. 

VISITING 'B2 WORLD'S FAIR lN KNOXVILLB Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wcdnes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 3S2 1-40 west of 
Knoxvillc-Kingslon Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 61S-376-9230; 376-7795; 376-S706. 
INSIDE CHINA TODAY! People of China are in need of 
Bibles and Christian literature. If you arc willing to 
help financially or want further information send or 
contacw: The Ciders, Ch ina Mission Committee, Warner 
Robins Church of Christ, 100 Corder Road, \Varner 
Robins, GA 31093, Ph. 912·922-30S6. 
WHO ARE WF.1 revival meetings; edilics/motivates; no 
charge; illustraled on slides; contact W. F. Parker, 302 
Quail Ave., Sebrin~. FL 33870. 
EVANGELIST WANTED: The church at Wayland, Michi
gan is seeking an evangelist. A two-year old congrega
tion with an average attendance of 3S. Have S1B,600.00 
per year in support raised. Active personal worker with 
a love for the lost a must. Contact Church of Christ, 
Box 421, Wayland, Ml 4934B, or call Doug Kennedy at 
616/792-9541. 
NEW. ONE BEDROOM furo1i>hed mobile home 12 x 44 
for sale. 12 x 17 room on wheels. Ph. 643-2762 or 
write Lily Shanks, 320 Wall St., Ventura, CA 93001. 
WE REBIN D CH E IUSH E D BIULES- w rite Cor free 
lenther samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 248o, 
Abilene, Texu 79604 . 

INVESTIGA'I'EI 'l'he 1r1rm Foundntlon 
trlea to acreen ndvertiJOJng, nnd n •lll nof 
kno•vlngly toke queatlonnble ndvertlalng. 
But It Ia the r e nde r's reapona lblllty to ln· 
veatlgnte. Like nny other pn11e r, lYe aome
Untea UD\Ylttlngly run no unworthy nd. 
Aa the old a nylng goea, before you lnve• t. 
lnv.,atiJ: nte l 

FAMILY CARE CONFERENCE 

The Broadway Church of Christ in 
Lubbock, Texas has scheduled a Na
tional Family Care Conference for No
vember 8, 9, and 10 entitled: Perspec
tive 83- Beginning Where Families Live. 

The conference features, Dr. Carl 
Brecheen and Dr. Pau l Faulkner who 
have hosted Marriage Enrichment Semi
nars across this country and in Europe. 
Dr. Charles Siburt w ill stimulate our 
thinking with a fresh approach to the 
Biblical perspective to Family M inistry. 
Dr. Nick Stinnett, a national ly known 
specialist wil l help the part icipan ts to 
see families from a positive perspective. 
Dr. Ken Dye, m in ister for the Broadway 
Church wil l lead the examination of 
Fami ly Strengths and Church Ministry. 

The conference includes a participant's 
notebook on "Family Min istry." These 
seminars are designed to give leaders 
speci fic help for their local churches. 

OW JlSSO Sl:HOOL OF BIBLil:JlL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

*Bible Emphasis *Comprehensive Curriculum 
*Experienced Qualified Faculty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition * Ideally located in greater Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Appl ica tions Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Saturday school offeri ng a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred literature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. . . . 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Chnst and 1s overseen by 1ts elders. 
For More Information Write o r Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School of Biblical Studies 
Box 6S96 
Tulsa, OK 741S6 

PHONE: 1-91B-42S-BB69 Fall Semest r Regins 
September 11, 1982 
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A NEW SERIES 
-PLANNED-

FOR COLLEGE AND ADULT CLASSES 

$3.95 +tax 

Paralleling our famous Message of Old 

Testament History, by Dr. John T. Willis, we are 

planning a series on The Message of The New 

Testament by different authors, in which we 

hope to present the religious message of the 27 

New Testament books in brief paperback com-

mentaries. 

REAQY NOW is J. D. THOMAS' book on 

ROMANS*, and commitments have been re-

ceived from TOM OLBRICHT on Ephesians and Colossians, FRANK PACK 

for 2 volumes on REVELATION*, and EVERETT FERGUSON on the EPISTLES 

OF JOHN. These will all be a part of the well-known WAY OF LIFE series, 

which now comprises over 30 different titles in college and adult study books 

on varying subjects. 

(*Revised editions of works formerly published in the LIVING WORD series.) 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
1334 RUSWOOD 

ABILENE, TEXAS 
79601 

~ .... ...... __ ...... 
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PLANNING FOR STRASBOURG '83, these men met rec~ntly just 
outside 'Geneva, Switzerland. They represent e ight Europt'an coun
tries and are: front row: Jim Krumrei, Gerardo Garro, V. lanaspa, 
Randa Givens, Yann Opsitch, and Gottfried Reichel; back row: 
Doyle Kee, ' lloyd Mansfield, · Enrique Martorell, Stephen Bilak, 
Charl es White, Otis Gatewood, Don Daughtry, Earl lavender Jean
Marie Frerot 'and Arlin Hendrix. They have planned a multi -lingual 
lectureship for Aug. 3-7, 1983 in Strasbourg for an estimated 2,000 
people. The major lessons, morning and evening, will be translated 
into the major languages. European brethren will serve as speakers. 

Austin, Texas, September 28, 1982 
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Shaped by History 

Ideall y, histo ry shou ld be shaped by religion, and to 
a great extent it is. But re lig ion is also shaped by history. 
All religions are. Christianity is no exception. 

There have been social events and cond itions in our 
history that have greatly inf luenced the di rections of the 
church. Our very beginn ing in the Restoration tradition 
has environmental overtones. Most of our early leaders 
had backgrounds in Ca lvinism, among the Presbyterians 
and the Baptists. If they had come from a Lutheran back
ground we wou ld have been a very different peop le. 

While we are concerned w ith getting consistently 
closer to the Bible, a great amount of our heritage comes 
from the social element rather than the biblical element. 

Most of the " issues" arise from social causes rather 
than from bib lical interpretations. We have torn up 
churches and destroyed souls over issues that were pure
ly social- not biblical. Socio logical, and even geograph
ic differences cause division. The scriptures don't. Con
cern over social factors often exceeds concern over 
what the Bible teaches. 

People change from doves to hawks whenever a war 
comes along. They change their views on divorce and 
remarriage when someone in their family becomes in
volved. And both before and after the change, they are 
sure they have a Bib le basis for their beliefs. 

Issues of one period are not the issues of another age. 
Do our issues come from the Bible or from our culture? 
It is evident that they all come from our cu lture. The 
only th ing we are bound to is the simple message of 
the gospel as revea led in the Bib le. What God has given 
is alone our rule of faith and practice. Our division 
comes from our hobbies and the side roads we have 
taken. Our shape should come from the Lord and not 
from history. 

Christians are citizens of two kingdoms. One is his
tory. The other is " not of this world." It is inevitab le 
that each influence the other. While Christians influence 
history for good, history has its effect on the church
sometimes good and sometimes bad. 

History often sets the mood. Sometimes people are 
receptive and sometimes they are not. It seems to us 
that in some respects it is a bad t ime to appeal to reason 
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when emotions render people insensitive to it, and prej
udice deafens one until he will not hear. Some of the 
issues of our time are purely emotional. People form 
opinions on hearsay, and usually on issues that do not 
affect them at all. If the emotional storm ever passes 
maybe we can separate the rhetoric from the scriptural 
and the Bible rather than history can shape our course. 
When irresponsible journalism, often filled with in 
nuendos and sometimes downright misrepresentations, 
influences us more than the Bible does, we are shaped 
by history and not by the Bible. 

We believe the mood is changing, and that we may 
be on the threshold of our greatest opportunity. People 
are tired of strife and division. They are even tired of 
existentialism and hedonism. The vanity of possessing 
this world 's goods and nothing else is more manifest 
than ever. The way history has shaped th ings does not 
please fhe man with a sensitive sou l. He actua lly longs 
for something better. He may be ready to turn loose and 
let God. 

While we cannot escape the influence of the world 
in wh ich we live, we can, by being in the world but not 
of the world, have a decided influence on the shape of 
history. A great Chinese leader acknowledged recently 
that his nation was centuries behind the rest of the 
world and that it was so because of the type of religion 
that had dominated China for centuries. In comparing 
China with the West he said t hat the difference in prog
ress can be traced to only one source : the difference in 
the religion of the two hemispheres. Religion had 
shaped the East differently from what religion had 
shaped the West to be. The difference was in the dif
ference in their religions. 

This observation bears out the claim that j esus Christ 
has shaped history more t han all the armies that have 
ever marched and all the parliaments that have ever 
met. Let it continue to be so. The church has a most 
nob le task. In saving men it saves the world. In molding 
men it molds the world . The world w ill defin itely be 
better if religion molds history than i t w ill be if history 
molds religion. 
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Hot- House Churches 
G L OVER S H IPP 

Greenhouses are artificial means of growing exotic plan ts, 
because if left to the elemen ts, these del icate flowers or fruits 
would perish. You see, without extensive care and protection, 
they could never survive in thei r transplanted environment. 

In like manner the Church of our Lord exists in a hostile 
environment, in th is sin-scarred world. In the case of the 
Church our Lord promised to care for her and nourish her 
(Eph. 5:22-34), but he never promised her a hot-house. She 
was to grow and mature, in the midst of a spiritually hostil e 
wor ld and in spite of the condi tions about her. Yes, in spite 
of economic, social, polit ical or ethnic changes, wars, perse
cutions or other upheavals, she was to develop, with his help, 
the spiritual stamina necessary to overcome all adversities. 

Wi th such stam ina, she overcame the worst that the Roman 
authori ties could sentence upon her (Rev. 12:11). With such 
maturi ty in faithfulness, she lived on through the Dark Ages. 
A remnant of those fai th fu l to their Lord survived barbarian 
invasions and inquisition s. The Church today is in great spiri
tual debt to those who served and suffered for Christ in ear
lier generations. She has a noble examp le to follow, of their 
abil ity to survive all di fficul ties for the glo ry of Christ. . 

Yet, how many congregations today panic, not in the face 
of Rome's blood baths, but simply in the face of something 
as relatively unthreatening as that of an ethnic change in their 
community. How many churches, seeing the region they 
serve turn Black, Hispan ic or oriental, sell out and move to 
the farthest suburbs! One of "the Church's basic purposes is 
to evangelize, to proclaim the virtues of Christ (I Pe. 2:9) . 
No commun ity is norma ll y more receptive than one in a state 
of social upheava l. However, at such a crucial moment, when 
the Lord has opened a great new door of opportun ity for 
them, some churches lose all courage and flee to a "safer" 
environment. 

It is not the Church's nature to exist in a hot-house, pam
pered and protected f rom the real world. It is her purpose to 
act in the midst of that wo rld, hurting w ith i ts hurts and hold
ing out for it the only cure for its i ll s that exists. It is not the 
Church's purpose to avoid encounters with other levels of 
society o r other rac ial groups. The Apostl e Pau l tells us that 
he owed a great ob li gation to those of all races. (Rom. 1 :14). 
He also rem inds us that, in Christ, there can be neither Jew 
nor Barbarian, for all are equally deserving of hearing the 
Word (Gal. 3:28). Nor can there be any room in the Body for 
discrimination against diffe ring social levels (Jas. 2:1-13). The 
Lord 's Church shou ld be the least class and race conscious 
people in the world. She should be at spiritual ease w i th any 
kind of people (and not just w ith "our kind"), identifying 
with them, as did Paul w i th both j ews and Gentiles, or as did 
j esus, with tax-co ll ectors, prostitutes and expatriates. She 
should be seeking out all races, national ities and classes in 

her ci ty, g1vmg equal opportunity to all, within their own 
environment, culture and language. She should branch out 
from her comfortable, middleclass situation, to reach all 
levels o·f society for Christ, for only by so doing can she be 
consistent with her call in g. 

Another aspect of the Church 's natu re, along w ith an evan
gelistic stance, is that of her call ing as a prophet. As the 
Lord's Church, she must know her doctrine and moral stan
dards thoroughly. Not only must she know them, she must 
also speak out clearly on them. As Paul says, in I Corinthians 
14:8, i f a trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare 
himself for battle? In like manner, if the pulpit, and the class
room teach in an unclear fashion, then the Church cannot 
properly engage in her spiritual warfare. In former days we 
knew what we bel ieved and many, at least, stood up firmly 
and defended i t. Now there appears to be a tendency toward 
a watered-down doctrine. As a result, the Church may well 
become, in our generation, indist inguishable from the major 
denominati ons about us. 

Not only is this the case with doctrina l matters, it is also 
the case with moral issues. Hot-house churches play down 
moral difficulties, as did Corinth (I Cor. 5 :1-5). Hot-house 
churches do not have the strength of conviction necessary 
to denounce si n and unchristian conduct, w herever it is en
countered and whoever it involves. This kind of prophetic 
action does not preclude compassion, for even as Christ de
nounced sin, he demonstrated th e utmost sensitivity toward 
the repentant sinner. 

The hot-house church, then, can be readily identified by 
its doctrinal and moral flabbiness. The hot-house church is 
concerned for protecting and codd ling her members and for 
avoiding discipl inary or other distastefu l action. Li ttle men
tion is made of genuine stewardship, zea lous mission activity 
or evangelism, or of dedica ted and self-denying Christian 
living in ou r perverse world, for th is might "offend" some 
of the brethren. We l ive in a high-pressure, sensual, violent 
world, one in which there is no place for hot-house churches. 
On the contrary, our times call for rugged, resistant, growing 
churches, capable of overcoming all difficu lties, in their 
determination to fa ith fully serve their Lord. What ou r day 
calls for is not a del icate greenhouse "orchid" type of chu rch, 
but rather, a "brist lecone pine" type of church. The bristle
cone pine is the oldest known tree, growing at a high al ti
tude among the barren grani te outcroppings of the western 
mountains. Fight ing against severe cold, wind and other 
adverse facto rs, these gnarled old trees keep on growing and 
reproducing, even after thousands of years. 

May God grant that Z ion break out of her hot-house and 
learn anew to grow in the complex, ethnically mixed, im
moral but real world of today. 
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Jesus and a "Clergyman" 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

In john 3:1-10 is found the exciting account of Nicodemus' 
visit with Jesus. Unlike some to whom Jesus ministered, Nico
demus was a religious leader. We are reminded in this en
counter that God's spiritual net takes in all kinds of fish. 
Religious rulers and petit thieves are welcomed. This clashes 
with our attempts to engage in "selective evangelism." We 
might say concerning a potential convert, "He's too sophis
ticated" or "He's too violent or crude" or even worse, "He's 
too far gone." N church leader once told me, "Steve, be par
ticular who you share Christ with!" Did he mean that I wasn't 
to cast pearls before swine or did he want me to focus on 
"quality" souls? I'm convinced that if a fellow serves the 
devil with all his heart, he just might serve the Lord in the 
same manner. 

For Nicodemus, and others, faith isthe great starting point. 
Often people confide in me that they do not have enough 
faith. I believe if one wants faith he must go where it is. Nico
demus went to where faith could be found. We must be eager 
to put ourselves in the company of faithful Christians. I tell 
people, "Go to church, Bible studies, gospel meetings, fel
lowship gatherings, devotionals!" People have told me that 
they weren't "worthy" to become members of the church 
Worthy? One who fails to assemble with Christians because 
he isn't worthy is like someone refusing to go to the hospital 
because he isn't well enough. Verse 2 finds Nicodemus ac
.knowledging who Jesus is-the beginning of faith (a teacher 
come from God). 

Verse 3 reminds us that a changed life is required by all 
people. Jesus called the conversion process a new birth. What 
a wonderful way to express salvation. Physical birth is a mar
velous and beautiful thing. But a "rebirth" where personal 
choice enters in is an absolute necessity. 

The new birth into Christ is a mystery to those not seeking 
spiritual truth and not open to the Spirit's operation in con
version! The carnal mind is simply not moved by spiritual 
matters. "The man without the Spirit does not accept the 
things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolish
ness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually discerned" (2 Cor. 2:14). 

Verse 4 reminds us that God's ways are not always im
mediately apparent! Nicodemus did not understand the· 
"rebirth" of which Jesus spoke. Everyone is ignorant-just on 
different subjects. I know a nuclear physicist who knows very 
little about music or fishing. I know great fishermen who 
know very little about physics. 

Nicodemus needed schooling in spiritual matters. School
ing is involved not so much in teaching people how to be
come smart as in helpi'ng them to become less ignorant. This 
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Pharisee may have been intelligent, but he wasn't wise in 
spiritual concerns. 

One doesn't need to become an intellectual giant in order 
to be saved. We can only surrender as much of ourselves as 
we can to as much of Christ as we understand. All people 
have a share in their own conversion. Conversion is not a 
passive thing where God selectively comes upon his "elect" 
and overwhelms them beyond their control. 

Verses 5-8 remind us that the new birth is a mystery. God's 
generous grace is like the blowing wind. "Water and Spirit" 
probably refers to baptismal water when one obeys the gos
pel of Christ. Many say jesus here refers to natural childbirth 
and the breaking of water. Even if he were, baptism is not 
negated! lmm.ersion is a part of the salvation process. 

The mystery of it all-God's grace is not something to be 
weighed and counted like jelly beans for we know not from 
where it comes or where it goes. Accepting spiritual rebirth 
is hard to explain. Grace is like "rain" from heaven and faith 
is like the "rain barrel." Grace comes down from God and it 
is our choice to reject it or to receive it. Some people's rain 
barrels aren't very sturdy. Salvation is our acceptance of God's 
free gift! "For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith-and not of yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by 
works, so that no one can boast" (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

"How can this be?" asked Nicodemus. Verse 9 seems to 
express man's classic inability to grasp spiritual truth or to 
want to understand it. How can the earth hang on nothing in 
empty space? How do galaxies keep from bumping into each 
other? Even a "clergyman" found conversation with "the 
clergyman" difficult. 

We will never understand all of the Lord's ways in this 
life. Perfect knowledge is only attainable in eternity when we 
become perfected. So don't be afraid to ask, "How? Why? 
When? Where? Who?" Search for wisdom. We can't under
stand th~ why's and wherefore's of all of God's revelation 
to us. But at least we can have a deep desire to seek out 
God's will in our lives. Knowledge is attainable. 

Verse 10 finds a gentle rebuke from jesus. How longsuffer
ing the Lord is. There is a time to understand-grow up! 
Teachers ought to have knowledge of their subject matter. 
Nicodemus was no exception. "In faCt, though by this time 
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need 
milk, not solid food" (Heb. 5:12). Be diligent to learn as 
much as possible. Study! 

How big is your rain barrel? 

2715 N. Averill Avenue, Flint, Ml 48506 
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Rechanneling My Ministry 
KEITH MARSHALL 

All my preaching life, about thirty years, I have preached 
that all Christians are ministers of the Lord. The term is used 
over and over in reference to all Christians, including preach
ers, deacons and elders. Christianity is a ministry to this 
world. 

With all of us being ministers, we ought to be doing the 
work of such. We are servants: servants of God, servants of 
one another, and to service those about us still in the realm 
of Satan. There are multitudes of ways to perform such ser
vice, but the bottom line in such is to bring lost souls into the 
safety of Jesus Christ. This is our primary ministry. 

Now I have reached a point that I have another obligation 
toward my wife's widowed mother. My wife is an only child, 
so her mother has no one else to look to for help and com
fort in her declining years. New Testament Christians were 
exhorted to look after their own. In fact, one inspired writer 
said for a man to fail in this regard was to be worse than an 
infidel. She has some landhold interest where she lives. She 
also has a nice house and all these things hold her there. 
Since all my adult life I have been preaching, I have never 
had either the money or opportunity to buy a house. She will 
not leave her house to be rent~d out to come and live with 
us. She is a proud woman and wants to live alone for as long 
as she can. So, we are buying a mobile home and I am getting 
a job with the public school system there. 

Am I quitting the ministry? By no means! I look forward 
to being an active member of one of the local congregations 
in that town. My dad was one of the first elders in that con
gregation. I have other kinsmen that are serving in such ways 
there now. The elder members have known me and my family 
all these years. I hope that after some time I will be recog
nized by that membership as a spiritually minded man and 
that I care for their souls and spiritual progress. As such, 
hopefully, they will ask me to serve them as a shepherd over 
them. 

There are three small congregations within 13 or less miles 
of that town and I could drive out to preach to them. I have, 
'in times past, preached for all three. I could probably preach 
every Lord's day in one of these congregations, but I have 
made up my mind that I won't. It would be counterproduc
tive to my goal. I am sure I will fill in any time there is a 
need, but I am not going to be tied down to something that 
will take my interest and energies out of the congregation 
where my membership is. I feel that for one to be effective as 
an overseer in a congregation, he must be in attendance as 
much as he possibly can. 

I hope to have an adult class sometime during the week, 
and help in training young men in ·readership. These things 
I want to be influential in the lives of people and especially 
the young men and women in the church. I saw that all three 
of my children, two boys and a girl, are faithful to their Lord 
in all areas of Christianity. The two boys are youth workers 
and preachers. 

I plan on being the preacher's supporter and friend. I be
lieve I can understand him and the emotions that he goes 
through. I want to encourage him to preach the Bible, all of 
it! I don't believe there is any subject that has to do with 
life that is taboo to any pulpit. I want him to reprove, rebuke 
and exhort in his preaching. Most of all I want him to ·know 
that there is one listening who can say "Amen!" to every 
strong point he backs up with scripture. 

I want to work shoulder to shoulder with the other leaders 
in that congregation. I do not want to cause them one mo
ment of grief or loss of a minute of sleep because of me. I 
aim to be a supporter of any good work (that the scripture 
defines as good works). They are going to be mentioned in 
my prayers daily. 

I want to get acquainted with the weak and discouraged. 
I want to help them grow in knowledge. I want them to see 
me as one who cares and whom they can lean on when they 
need someone. I want to encourage and pat on the back the 
faithful hard workers in the kingdom of God. I want those 
who work in busing and in the classrooms to know that I 
appreciate them and that I know the time and energy they 
put in to this work. Those who visit and reach out to others 
with the gospel of Christ, I want to be a part of and one who 
trains and motivates others to be a part of such a vital force. 
I want to be a part of a growing, lively congregation. I want 
to be a sparkplug, one of many, in such a church. 

Does this sound like I am going to give up the ministry? 
No! I am going to put into practice what I have been preach
ing for all these many years. Will I ever preach (full time) 
again? I doubt it. I tell you this though: there will be num
bers of young men who in years to come will be preaching 
because of my influence and teaching. Young women will be 
standing alongside of these young men, fully aware of the 
kind of fife they are dedicated to. No, I am not giving up the 
faith because I am giving up the pulpit. In fact, I may be more 
effective now than then, in what I want to do in a local con
gregation. 

Box 573, Levelland, TX 79336 
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The Gift of Faith 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

In I Co.rinthians 12:9, we find listed the spiritual gift of 
faith. Although my research is not extensive, every com
mentary I have read and every preacher I have heard recog
nizes that it is not the faith that is prerequ isite to sa lvation of 
wh ich he speaks. It does not take the wisdom of Solomon to 
realize that the spiritual gift of faith which some Christ ians 
were given AFTER they became Christians is not the same 
thing they had to possess BEFORE they became Christians. So 
it appears that the only logical conclusion to wh ich anyone 
can come is: " It is a special kind of faith the Spirit imparted 
directly to enable them to work miracles." 

In my limited research, I have not yet heard anyone discuss 
the question: " If it were the kind of faith that enabled one to 
work miracles, how did i t differ from the gift of verse 10-
the working of miracles?" Did that person have two gifts, or 
was he able to work miracles without the kind of faith spoken 
of in verse 9? 

When I posed the question with the preacher with whom 
I am now associated in local wo rk, he suggested that the 
faith of verse 9 might be the infusion of confidence and trust 
in onesel f and God by the Spirit so as to enable him to have 
the strength and ability to remove th e "mountains" of dif
ficulty that m ight confront the early church in the task of 
establishing a new religion. If that be true, then the abili ty to 
work miracles could be thought of as a sort of external gi ft, 
not necessarily dependent on one's rea l spiritua lity or depth 
of Christian commitment, whereas the gift of fa ith was more 
of an internal gift. Although it too was not necessarily related 
to how Christ li ke a person was, it was more for the giv ing the 
one who had it the personal, interna l confidence to do a 
supernatural o r difficult job, w hereas th e other was for the 
purpose of confirming the wo rd to others. 

Surely there can be no se rious question that th e possession 
of these spiritua l gifts did not depend on their possession of 
w hat we think of as " true spirituality" for Pau l says, "And I 
brethren, cou ld not speak unto you as unto spi ritual, but as 
unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ" (I Cor. 3:1). The primary 
thrust of I Corinthians 13 is that none of these gifts are of 
any va lue to the person w ho has them, if he has not love. 

But the question may sti ll be raised: " How does the 'faith' 
given by the Spirit as a gift differ from th e fai th which comes 
by hearing the word of God?" (Rom. 1 0:17). 

It differs in the fo ll owing ways, at least: 1. In the manner 
in wh ich it comes. In the fi rst case, it was a miraculous be
stowa l. In the second case, it came by examination of testi
mony-evidence presented, examined and received. 2. Its 
funct ion or purpose was different. Whether or not it be true 
that the gift was supernatural bestowal of confidence or trust 
similar to Paul's statement in Philippians 4:13, " I can do al l 
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things in Him that strengtheneth me," it still appears evident 
that its funct ion or purpose was the same, in general, as all 
the pther spiritual gifts mentioned-to confi rm the reality of 
Christ ianity, to ful ly establish the church on solid foundation, 
to bu ild up the body of Christ until "we all attain unto the 
unity of the fa i th" (Eph. 6:1 3), or until that which " is perfect 
is come" (I Cor. 12:10; James 1:25; Jude 3). The function of 
the other kind of faith was that one shou ld have such a con
fident trust in the Saviour as Lord that he would commit him
self to Christ, and thus be saved from sel f, Satan and sin. 

Note careful ly this truth: No matter how much personal 
faith in Christ one had as a result of hea ring his word, unless 
that word gave him the right or power to perform a mi racle, 
he could not do it! W hen Christ told Peter to walk on water, 
Peter could do it as a result of faith in Christ without any 
miraculous infusion of faith by th e Sp irit ! If he told US to 
walk on water, I am persuaded that we could do it too, with
out any "miracu lous faith" on our part! On the other hand, 
if a person had the supernatural gift of faith, he could do 
whatever that faith gave him the ability to do, without refer
ence to any testimony about Christ, and therefore unrelated 
to his personal faith in Christ. We do not mean to imply that 
this gift was given to those who did not have any personal 
faith in Christ, but that the reception of this gift, or any other, 
did not prove o r ind icate any superior degree of personal 
faith or spi rituality. 

The revealed word does not give me any authority to per
form a miracle that it does not give you-and that is none! 
Since spirtiual gifts have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8, 9) th en we do 
not have th e supernatural infusion of faith to enable us to do 
those supernatural things that were necessary in the begin
ning· to confirm the word and strengthen the church. 

But, praise God, we do st ill have access by faith to a far 
greater power and far more blessings than most of us seem 
to believe, because of the promises made to us in God's 
word, not because of some supernaturally infused confidence 
wrought by a spiri tual gift. Romans 8:28, I Cor. 10:1 3; Eph. 
3:16-20 are just some of the marvelous expressions of God's 
wi llingness to bless us exceedingly abundantly above what we 
can ask or think, if we but exercise the proper fati h! Th e 
principle of faith has enabled man to go to the moon, raise a 
mi l lion dollars and more in one Sunday's contribution, and 
do all .sorts of other things beyond the abi l ity of many of us 
to a!:k or think. Right now, w ithout the necessity of a miracu
lous spiritual gi ft, we can do anything God wants done i f 
we have and exercise the fa ith that comes from hearing his 
Word! Is there a "mountain" God wants moved? If you can 
prove it from God's word, let us get about moving it! 

11 2 Lemont Lane, Rt. 3, Tul lahoma, OK 37388 
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Is There a God? (2) 
J.D. THOMAS 

THE NATURE OF GOD 
"God is a spirit, and they that worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth" 
(John 4:24). "Spirit" here means person
ality. The Godhead is Triune, having 
three persons in one. This does not work 
in arithmetic, but as we deal wtih per
sons we can recognize the possibility 
and the believability. The three have dif
fering functions. Jesus is the official 
Mediator and Saviour, and the Holy 
Spirit carries out and administers God's 
will among men (see Rom. 8:9, 13; 26; 
Gal. 4:6). 

God's attributes present him as su
preme, perfect, eternal, timeless, un
limited, omnipotent, omnipresent, omni
scient, immutable, inscrutable, yet quite 
comprehensible, even to a small child. 
He is glorious! 

God is powerful in the physical realm. 
He can speak a universe into existence. 
He answers to Aristotle's "Unmoved 
Mover" or "First Cause." As Creator "ex
nihilo," we think of atomic fission, 
which we understand to be the destruc
tion of matter as it is turned into energy, 
and if this be true the original creation 
of matter 11from nothing'' could simply 
be the reversal of this process. As the 
source of life God can give what man 
has been unable to do. Man cannot give 
life. A dead cell or atom of matter dif
fers from the living in that it has life. 
Man has not been able to fathom the 
quality of life itself, nor can he produce 
it. God also sustains life-Hebrews 1 :4 
says that he 11upholds all things by the 
word of his power." 

Omnipotence really involves the abil
ity to accomplish purpose. A railroad 
locomotive might be said to have power 
if it explodes, but that is riot what we 
mean by the power of a focomotive. 
We mean its ability to pull a long train 
down the track. God has some self
imposed limitations. He cannot deny 
himself, or his nature. Having made 
man as a free-moral agent, he cannot 
deny man's power of choice. So he 
leaves man to his own choices. God 
cannot force us, else he would turn us 
into puppets. 

let's imagine that the 6 million miles 
that the earth travels in its orbit around 
the sun each year shrinks until it is the 
distance around the head of a pin. On 
this scale, the sun itself is 1 /3400" in 
diameter and the earth is too small to 
be seen in the best microscope. The 
nearest star would be 225 yards away, 
and this model would reach 4 million 
miles to include all that man can now 
see in a telescope. There are millions 
of solar systems within our own f!alaxy, 
and there are hundreds of other galaxies. 
A space ship, traveling at the speed of 
liJZht (186.000 miles per second) would 
take 50.000 years to go through our 
galaxy. Our nearest galactic neighbor is 
many years away. Astronomically man 
is negligible, but man is the astronomer! 

We are staggered by the physical power 
required to create and operate this uni
verse. 

The interesting thing, though, is that 
God has an equivalent spiritual power! 
Romans 1 :16 states that "the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation." I 
Corinthians 2:4, 5 says," .... my speech 
and my preaching were not in persua
sive words of wisdom, but in demon
stration of the Spirit and of power: that 
your faith should not stand in the wis
dom of men, but in the power of God." 

Nothing physical can smash us. What 
matters is what happens IN US! We must 
not expect spiritual tornadoes. God's 
power is used only to bring about his 
purpose, which is to change us spiritual
ly. The kingdom of God is within us! 
And it is not "eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit." God does not force us to 
choose for him, so he suffers, and waits, 
and endures, for it is 11God's good plea
sure through the foolishness of preach
ing to save them that believe." Eventual
ly the message can produce its fruit, 
and it has power enough to change a 
hardened sinner into a saint! 

God's knowledge and intellectual 
ability are ultimate. He knew how to 

True Religion 
The book of james has rightly been 

called the book of "Monday through 
Saturday religion." Some of the most 
frequently used words in this epistle 
are: God, faith, works, lord, law, pa
tience, tempted, prayer, wisdom, and 
tongue. All of these key words are in
volved in moving from 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday to 8:00 a.m. on Monday. 

In chapter I, the inspired james dis
cussed the nature of true religion. It is 
interesting to notice his emphasis on 
three key characteristics. 

(1) Stability (1 :2-11). One can receive 
stability from his brothers in Christ. In 
this short epistle, James calls his read
ers 11my brethren" 15 times. These breth
ren can be helpful in overcoming the 
"manifold temptations" the Christian 
must encounter in this life. Through 
these many trials, the follower of the 
Christ can develop patience. The word 
patience in the Greek is far more active 
than the rather passive connotation in 
English. It involves endurance, fortitude, 
steadfastness, and perseverance. The 
track star who has the staying-power to 
continue beyond the pain barrier is an 
illustration of Biblical patience. 

(2) Endurance (1 :12-18}. Similar to 
the thoughts of 1:2-3, James continued 
to speak of being blessed while endur
ing temptations. More than the mere 
freedom from outward trials, this bless
ing is an inner quality which sustains the 

create man, and a world which would 
supply his exact needs. The make-up of 
the human body is fantastic. God knows 
about the sparrows and the number of 
hairs on our heads. His emotions show 
him to be loving and kind and merciful, 
11not willing that any should perish." But 
he is a God of wrath to the impenitent. 
He is a just God but he cannot overlook 
sin. He made a way out for the sinner 
though, through Christ, because of his 
great love. 

It has been said that the reason God 
made man was that he wanted other 
persons to be able to love and to be 
loved by. This makes sense, in the light 
of his personhood. John 4:23 observes 
that he "seeks worshippers." He yearns 
for a happy and proper relationship with 
his creatures that are made in his image. 
So he sends the gospel to produce faith 
in us and to remold and remake our 
Jives, to bring us to penitence and sub
mission to liis will. The teaching makes 
us into different people, and God wins! 
This requires our yielding and our sub
mission, but, after all, he is God, and 
this is right. 

God's power in the physical universe 
is stated in the fourth verse of the 147th 
Psalm:-"He counteth the number of 
the stars and calleth them by their 
names." But his spiritual power is re
flected in the verse just previous:-3-
"He healeth the broken in heart and 
bindeth up their wounds." 
1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 

DOWELL FLATT 

Christian even when the outward cir
cumstances are unfavorable. 

Since the days of Adam and Eve (Gen. 
3:12), man has looked beyond himself 
for an excuse for his own sins. Blaming 
God will be a total waste of time be
cause he neither can be tempted nor 
tempts any person. Note the progression 
of the real cause of temptation within 
man: drawn away by his own lust and 
enticed, conception, sin, completion, 
and death (1 :14-15). 

Do not be deceived (1 :16-18). How 
can a person even think about the Father 
of lights leading his children into dark
ness? The heavenly Father provides daily 
care for his people (Rom: 8:28}. He 
begets them as firstfruits through his 
word of truth. 

(3} Action (1 :19-27). Stability and en
durance must lead to action. Proper 
action involves a controlled life. Though 
man may view uncontrolled anger as a 
trivial matter, it is highly offensive to 
the Maker. The Christian will put away 
11all filthiness and overflowing of wick
edness." In their place the implanted 
word will be received with meekness. 
For the person to be blessed by that 
word, he must become a doer of it. 
Unless he acts upon the word, he will 
deceive himself and forget what man
ner of man he was (1 :22-25). 

Proper action involves pure religion 
(Conti'nued on page 11) 
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Christians and the Church 
PHILIP BLAC~ 

1 have often heard sermons about the church and about 
its characteristics and I am becoming convinced that even 
though we speak in harmony with the scriptures concerning 
these common beliefs among us, we are still missing some
thing. Even our most well-intentioned sermons leave the im
pression that we are comparing scriptural points with other 
churches. We have allowed ourselves to fall into a trap which 
is a product of our society. Everyone has "his own church" 
and everypne is proud of the strong points about "his 
church." But this misses the point. God did not design the 
church for it to compare itself to denominations. The church 
itself is not to be a denomination. But this is the impression 
people get of us! It does not matter what we say it is. It is 
what people think about it which produces. their reaction. 
They see us as simply another religious organization with 
several peculiarities coupled with what they perceive, at least 
in some places, as an arrogant spirit. 

What is the remedy for these perceptions? I suggest that 
the problem of the. church being thought of as just another 
denomination will not be solved until there is a movement 
back to more individual spirituality as opposed to organiza
tional identity. Most people, for example, do very little posi
tive work for Christ unless it is assigned by a church com-

mittee. We wait upon the organization to act. But God saved 
me-not the organization. God saved my brother-not the 
organization. My brother and I are the church. The church 
works when he and I live as Christians. 

We must understand that when people view the organiza
tion they are not going to be impressed. Oh, it may be active, 
or dead, or in-between, but in any case it will no~ matter to 
them because they see religious organizations everywhere. 
Even the moonies are super-organized. 

What will impress people? Simply Christians who live as 
neighbors and co-workers who kindly, gently, and patiently 
sow the good news. Was this not how early Christianity 
spread? Maybe our "restoration" restored too much. We have 
tried to compete with denominations in our buildings, in our 
clergy, in our staffs, in our organization, and we cannot do it. 
We are outnumbered, outfinanced, and "out-experted." We 
must promote a restoration of Christianity to be centered in 
the individual. The urgency of this "nee-restoration" is real 
because people in our society are not going to be attracted 
to what they see as just another church. They will be attracted 
to Christ'in us. 

South Hull at Edgemont, Montgomery, AL36105 

Jules de Launay 
Y. OPSITCH 

In the year 1839 three Roman Catholic priests, one sum
mer day, were visiting the catacombs in Rome. One of the 
priests was Cardinal Mezzofanti, one of the most famous 
linguists of the 19th century who was able to speak over fifty 
languages. Wtih him were Padre Marchi and one of his stu
dents, the French priest jules de launay. De Launay was a 
young man in his late twenties. As the three men were walk
ing through the catacombs, Jules de launay made this state
ment: "The religion of those martyrs was similar to the Chris
tianity of the New Testament ... so different from what we 
are taught here in Rome." Outraged by this statement, the 
two older priests replied: "Dear brother de launay, we will 
not repeat your words, but you must not repeat them either!" 

A few months following that discussion in Rome, Jules de 
launay .decided to leave the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
Persecuted for his decision he embarked in 1840 for the 
United States where he was able to teach languages at state 
college in louisiana. He married Miss Goddale, daughter of a 
Baton Rouge farmer. He asked to become an American citi
zen in Mobile, Alabama. The probable motivation for choos
ing American citizenship was to protect himself from fierce 
persecution when he would come back to France. He traveled 
throughout the States giving lectures in such universities as 
Yale and Princeton on archeology. He taught at Hiram Col
lege and became a friend of james A. Garfield, president of 
the College. He studied with Alexander Campbell and was 
immersed into Christ by Campbell. 
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Jules de launay's first wife died during the Civil War. He 
remarried with Annie Shirley and they had a son Paul Erret 
Bishop Delaunay who lived in Fort Myers, Florida. 

He came back to France and founded a small congregation 
in 1878 in Paris, rue de Vaugirard. Very little is known of what 
happened from then on to de launay, his wife and the little 
congregation in Paris. One thing is sure, he had to endure 
fierce persecution and one time a fanatical Catholic priest 
tried to kill him. jules de launay died March 24, 1892 and 
was buried at the Pere Lachaise cemetery in Paris. 

French evangelist Yann Opsitch has done some research 
on Jules de launay at the National library in Paris. De Launay 
published a periodical called "La Verite" (The Truth) and 
and Yann Opstich has found the original manuscript at the 
French national library. The national library has agreed to 
provide a microfilm copy of the original text of "La Verite." 
The articles published in "la Verite" are of outstanding qual
ity and reveal interesting facets of the work done by jules de 
launay in Paris. 

Yanri Opsitch is planning to publish all the issues of this 
periodkal into one volume (around 400 pages). If any con
gregation or individual Christian is interested in this project 
or desires to help in any way, please write to the author of 
this article. 

Boite Postale 4, 34770 Gigean, France 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEO"JARD MULLENS 

• In this second article, Clayton Pepper shows how churches may 
mdeed need to make some changes in their Bible class programs. 
H'?w~ver, before these changes can come, some changes in our 
thmkmg may need to occur. Leonard Mullens, Box 828 Salado TX 
76571. , , 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (2) 

CLAYTON PEPPER 

Physical Facilities 
Church buildings were unknown to the New Testament 

Church. Church buildings can be tools like public school 
buildings, not holy places ... something to be used, not a 
show place. I believe we could start 5,000 schools training 
thousands of men and women in the work of evangelism 
next fall if we wanted to do it. Just think of the "waste" of 
our facilities today, heated in the winter and air-conditioned 
in the summer, for the entire week. 

Oh, how we need to get our values straightened out! There 
seems to be more joy on earth over one new church building 
than 99 souls that repent! We have heard of the devalued 
pound in Great Britain, the franc in France, and the dollar in 
America. However, our problem is the devalued soul. No! 
Buildings are not to be an end, but means to an end. 

How many missions does the church have? One, only one! 
That is to take the gospel to the lost. Edification prepares 
the church to do it's job; benevolence opens hearts, thus 
opening doors of opportunity to reach the lost, and this glori
fies God. 

Making a Midcourse Correction in the Bible School 
In order for us to understand needed changes in the Bible 

study program today, we need some understanding of the 
history of the modern Sunday School. An Englishman, Robert 
Raikes, is called the "father'' of the Sunday School because 
of his efforts to instruct idle children. He is said to have 
opened the first Sunday school in the kitchen of a home in 
Gloucester, England, in July of 1780. He arranged for a Mrs. 
Meredith to teach the children. The idea caught on and 
spread, and when Mr. Raikes died in 1811, an estimated 
400,000 were attending Sunday School in Great Britain. 

The movement soon spread to America, where Protestant 
"churches" welcomed it with open arms. They saw it as an 
opportunity to meet both sacred and secular needs. In 1800, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Education, the average 
American received only about 82 days of formal schooling 
in his lifetime. The Sunday school, then, could both educate 
and edify the semi-illiterate. 

The Sunday school actually led the organized church into 
many pioneer communities. Stephen Paxton, for example, a 
missionary to the Mississippi Valley, personally organized 
1,314 Sunday schools during his lifetime. Traveling from place 
to place on his faithful horse, which he named after Robert 
Raikes, he was eventually responsible for more than 80,000 
pupils and teachers being enrolled in a Sunday school. Later, 

D. L. Moody was one of the outstanding Sunday School 
workers of his day. In less than one year Moody and his 
assistants organized every county in Illinois, 102 in all, into 
the movement. Eventually almost every Protestant "church" 
had its own Sunday school. . 

It is interesting to note that in the nation that gave birth 
to the modern Sunday School, today only seven percent of 
the people attend church assemblies regularly. Only two per
~ent of the people in London attend. I am told that this may 
mean only three times a year. Thomas Warren, teacher at 
Harding Graduate School, said that America is usually only 
about fifty years behind England. The Sunday school came 
into existence at an opportune time in history. It was not led 
by the organized church, but rather by devoted men who 
were determined to get the word, as they knew it, to the 
people. The organized church (denominational) saw the value 
of the Sunday school. Eventually, it became a part of the 
churches' program of work. 

As religion spread to and throughout America, it became 
more church building centered, just as it did in England. The 
Sunday school is not now used to reach the unchurched, as 
it was by those who began and led. this movement. 

I am reminded of a book enttiled Saber Tooth Curriculum 
The writer, an educator, tells of a young man in the cave 
days who was deeply concerned because his family barely 
had enough food to eat. He sat by the fireside at night and 
pondered a solution to the problem. He conceived the idea 
to get all the older experienced men together and start train
ing all the young men as they grew up in how to be fish
grabbers, horse-clubbers and how to keep the saber tooth 
tiger away from their caves. This was done, and over the years 
became a very prominent part of every boy's training. How
ever, eventually, a glacier moved in from the north. The 
streams became muddy and they could not see the fish. The 
little wooly horses left the moist climate and the tigers died 
out. The antelope and bear moved in. At this time a man 
learned how to make a seine and was catching more fish in 
one day than his family could eat in a week. Another learned 
how to make a snare and catch the antelope and another 
learned that if he would dig a hole in the path of the bear 
and put camouflage over it, the bear would fall in and could 
be killed, thus providing meat and skins. 

These men began to advocate that the "saber tooth cur
riculum" had served its purpose, and in view of the changes 
that had taken place, training should be provided to equip 
students to meet their new tasks. The professional instructors 
in the school called them radicals, saying that no boy had 
been properly trained that had not been through the "saber 
tooth school." 

America is in the midst of change in many ways. Sin is 
still sin. Therefore, the same gospel is still needed, but reli
gious susceptibility is changing. Materialism grips the lives 
of Americans. Automobiles and entertainment provide many 
opportunities for alternatives to attending worship. For us to 
continue to follow a curriculum primarily designed to reach 
the unsaved through our adult Bible school program, when 
they are not present, is like following the saber tooth tiger 
curriculum. The adult Bible school program must now meet 
its new challenge, it must be used to equip the church to go 
and teach the lost. 
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TED CLINE ENTERS 
GOSPEl MEETING WORK 

After twenty-five years of local work 
with churches in Arizona, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas, Ted Cline plans to devote a 
few years to preaching in gospel meet
ings. 

In mid-August he and his family 
moved to thei r farm in Kentucky after 
ten years of fru itful work with the South
west congregation in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Whi le living in Phoenix he authored 
three books: Searching for Real Chris
tianity, Questions for " Jehovah's Wit
nesses," and Sermons That Live: 50 
Complete Outlines. 

During the past twenty-five years, 
while working with six congregations, 
he has preached in some 125 gospel 
meetings in sixteen states, Great Britain 
and South India. Now that he is enter-

ing into fu ll time evangel istic work, he 
hopes to preach in approximately fifteen 
gospel meetings each year, help build 
up smaller congregations and perhaps 
do some more writing. 

Any congregations interested in book
ing gospel meetings for 1983 and '84 
should contact him at his new address: 
Route 3, Cave City, Kentucky 42127. 

HAZELIP FEATURED ON ACU 
PREACHERS DAY 

Dr. Harold Hazelip of Memphis, Tenn . 
wi ll be the featured speaker at the six
teenth annual "Preachers' Fellowship 
Day" at Abilene Christian University on 
Thursday, Sept. 16, 1982. Hazelip is the 
Dean of the Harding Graduate School of 
Religion and is heard on Herald of Truth 
TV and radio. 

Two years ago Hazel ip delivered a 
series of " Lectures on Preaching" at 
ACU. Those who heard the lectures felt 
that it was "Harold Hazel ip at his best" 
and that the material was so rich, it 
should be repeated to a larger audience 
of preachers. So at the university's in
sistence, Hazel ip is speaking on "Why I 
Preach," "What I Preach," and "How I 
Preach" on the Fellowship Day. 

Others who w ill participate ·in the day
long program are Jim Hackney of the 
Midtown ch urch in Fort Worth, Bill 
Young of the johnson Street ch urch in 
San Angelo, and Jon Jones of the Rich
land Hills church in Fort Worth. 

As in the past, the preachers w ho at
tend will be guests of ACU for a lun
cheon and a fellowship dinner. 

Anyone who would like further in
formation may contact Dr. B. j . Humble, 
Chairman of the Bible Department at 
ACU. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STIJDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
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• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O. Box iBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

BOX 2255 e WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 

ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
You may now choose from 
more than 20 qualif ied 
teachers and preachers from 
across the brotherhood as 
they teach all 66 books of the 
Bible on VIDEO TAPE for 
your: 

• TV Bible Class? 
• Cable TV? 
• Personal Bible Study? 
• Preacher/Teacher Training 

Each one-half hour lesson 
rents for only $10. Request 
complete information and 
FREE CATALOGUE. 

Call: 1-800-858-4109 
(Except LA. 318-396-6265) 

BOOKS BY 
TED CLINE 

Searching for Real Christianity. 
During its f irst f ive months this 
little book influenced at least thirty 
souls to obey the gospel. Also ex
cellent as a 13-lesson study guide 
for teenage and adult classes. $2.50 
each; one dozen, $25 postpaid. 

Sermons That live: SO Complete 
Outlines. Very practical. $4.95. 

Questions for "Jehovah's Witness
es." Revised 4th edition. This has 
helped thousands from falling into 
the subtle deceptions of Watch
tower dogmas. $1.50 per copy. 
Order from: 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE •. . CALL NOW 

TEXAS 1-800-252-9103 
Others 1-800-531-5227 

(please add 10% for postage) 
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TRUE RELIGION 

(Continued from page 7) 

(1 :26-27). Proper doctrine must manifest 
itself in proper behavior. An unbridled 
tongue leads to self-deception and vain 
religion. One cannot amass enough out
ward piety to overcome a sarcastic, bit
ing, or fault-finding tongue. 

The person who practices pure reli
gion will "visit the fatherless and wid
ows in their affliction," and keep himself 
"unspotted from the world." The Greek 
word for "visit means "to look after" 
or "to care for." God is often described 
as a friend of the widow and orphan 
(Deut. 27:19; Ps. 94:6; Jer. 7:6; Mal. 3:5). 
After Jesus had raised the widow's son 
at Nain, the people proclaimed that 
"God hath visited his people" (luke 
7:16). 

The first-century church made provi
sions for those in need (Acts 6:2-7; I 
Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 8-9). Many in the 
early second-century church easily un
derstood that example. The Shepherd of 
Hermes instructed his followers "to min
ister to widows, to look after orphans 
and the destitute, to redeem from dis
tress the servants of God" (Mandate 
8:10). He further emphasized proper 
values by telling his readers to "look 
after widows and orphans" and to "pur
chase afflicted souls" instead of lands 
(Similitude 1 :8). Ignatius admonished, 
"let not the widows be neglected. Be 
yourself their protector after the lord" 
(To Polycarp 4:1). 

Monday through Saturday religion will 
include many characteristics. Near the 
top of any list will be stability, endur
ance, and action. 
Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson, 
TN 38340 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list of new subscrlp· 
lions to the Firm ll'ouudatlou, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

ACTIVITIES PLANNED IN LUBBOCK 

The 1982 lubbock Christian College 
Bible lectureship will be held October 
17-20. This year's theme is "Come, lord 
Jesus." Rev. 22:20. 

Evening speakers will discuss "The 
Coming and the Kingdom"; "The Events 
of the Coming"; "The Signs of the 
Coming?", and "The Coming: Its Mean
ing Now." 

The chapel speakers will focus on the 
meaning of "living in light of His Com
ing," "Worship in light of His Coming," 
"The Pledge of His Coming," and "Stew
ardship in light of His Coming." 

There will be classes on special inter
est subjects such as youth, singles, and 
the elderly. 

The classes for Christian women will 
be "Christian Women in Academics," 
"Bearing One Another's · Burdens," 
"Bridging the Generation Gap," and 
"Modern lydias: An Alternative life 
Style." 

This same week offers the following 
additional opportunities in lubbock: 
The Sunset World Missions Forum and 
the Youth Minister's Seminar. Plan to 
spend several days in lubbock during 
the week of October 17th. 

Kirk Castleman, Church of Christ, 3001 
Norton Street, Corpus Christi, Texas 

78415: We rejoice that the lord has 
added 20 to the church here since Jan. 
1, 1982. Several others have been re
stored. The church in Pineville, La., has 
asked me to preach their fall meeting 
Sept. 19-24. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single $45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 
Write or call for details. 
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1982 CHURCH LEADERS' WORKSHOP 
AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

OCTOBER 8 AND 9 

"Richland Hills-Can It Happen 
Here?" is the theme for the 1982 Church 
Leaders' Workshop scheduled Oct. 8 
and 9 on P~pperdine University's Malibu 
campus. 

A burgeoning congregation in Fort 
Worth, Texas, the Richland Hills Church 
of Christ saw its nine-year-old member
ship of 900 grow to 2,000 members in 
less than five years. 

Featured speakers Ray Fulenwider and 
Bill New of Richland Hills, and Doug 
Parsons of the Golf Course Road Church 
of Christ in Midland, Texas, will present 
strategies that have proven to be dra
matically successful in their ministries. 

The deadline for registration is Sept. 
30. Cost of the two-day workshop is $1 0 
for men and $5 for women and college 
students. The cost of meals is extra, and 
a variety of housing options are avail
able to participants. 

For registration forms and further in
formation, contact Kanet Thomas, asso
ciate director of church services at Pep
perdine, at (213) 456-4270. 

ABRAHAM RELIEF FUND TARGETS 
WORLD NEEDY 

One of the unusual organizations 
operating among the churches of Christ 
is the John Abraham Memorial Christian 
Relief Fund. Founded in 1974, they have 
experienced steady growth and have six 
homes presently and one large school. 
Their homes are all 'full service' homes 
featuring mothering, education, medical, 
attention, food, and daily Bible instruc
tion. Each home is a house-church. The 
homes are located in India, the large 

Ntonda school is located in Malawi and 
has nearly one-thousand students. 

They took their name from a preacher 
who starved to death in India in the 
1971 famine, however that name is used 
to identify which Christian Fund it is. 

We are informed by their president, 
Baxter Loe, of Amarillo, Texas, that they 
are always ready to go to churches and 
report on both the work and the culture 
in which they work. India is a fascinat
ing country. Bro. Loe can be reached at 
Box 30007, Amarillo, Tx. 79120 or at 
phone 806-383-7631 mornings or 383-
3196 evenings. Time 7:30 to eleven PM. 

We are having a Super Singing on Sat
urday, November 6th in the Amarillo 
Civic Center Auditorium. Several quar
tets will be featured. And Choirs from 
the Central Church and . Southwest 
Church will be featured along with two 
other Amarillo quartets: the Pslams IV 
and Kings Heralds. 

Reprints of any single poge article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
1es n'" accepted. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Pub1ishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
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1982 Edition 

The Worldwide Directory of Churches 
of Christ 

The only worldwide directory of churches of Christ in 
print. Congregations in the United States listed by states 
in alphabetical order, and by far the most complete and 
accurate list available. 

Congregations in foreign countries, especially in cen
ters where Americans might travel, are listed using all 
available information. 

Convenient for Christians who travel. Invaluable to 
every church office in providing addresses with zip 
codes of all churches. · 

Revised and updated with each reprinting. 

Add $1.00 postage and handling 
Texas residents add So/o sales tax 

Order from 

Paper: $5.00 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

ern~s 
cboA.cbes at= cbA.f~ 

IDSCJRCJrx:e 9JUXJP 

• E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum Lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) ....• 0 • 0 ••••• 0 • 0 0 $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual .... 0 •• 0 • 0 •••• $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible .. $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ..... Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Boanrand Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered Individual Is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered Individual Is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefds 
The calendar year deducUble Is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
Injury. 

·• Maternity Benefds 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefats 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY'S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rather a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete description giving the details of 
coverage can be found In the group book· 
lets. 
Write or Call for Information: 

E.C.C.I.G. 
P.O. Box 1794 

Spring, Tx. 77373 
1·713-376-8087 

"SeNiing the Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Communion ware of unsurpassed quality . 

Every piece of Artistic's communion ware is perfectly propor
tioned for ease in handling, is luxurious in weight and dura bly 
constructed to give ma ny yea rs of servi ce . Each interl ocking tray 
holds 40 easily reached glasses, and bread plates are conve
nientl y se lf-stacking. 

Available in: 
QUALITY METALS: a n extra m easure o f beau ty. pe rfection . dura bility. 

• BRASS 
•CHROME 
• SILVER PLATE 

ECONOMY METALS: b eautiful. ye t mod e ra te ly priced . 
• SILVER-TONE ALlJI\.11NUM 
• BRASS-TONE ALUMINUM 
• POLISHED ALUMINUM 

ITEM BRASS :j: CHROME :j: SILVER PLATE :j: 

A Communion 
tray 12" dia. RW-400BR $64.00 RW-400CH $90.00 RW-400SP $125.00 

B Communion 
Cover 11" dia. RW-401BR $42.00 RW-401CH $63.00 RW-401SP $80.00 

C Communion 
Base 12%" dia. RW-402BR $35.00 RW·402CH $53.00 RW-402SP $70.00 

0 Bread Plate 
Cover 6%" dia. RW-403BR $39.00 RW·403CH $58.50 RW·403SP $62.00 

E Bread Plate 
(stacking) 10" dia. RW-404BR $46.00 RW-404CH $69.00 RW-404SP $85.00 

F Bread Plate 
10" dia. RW·405BR $24.75 RW-405CH $37.00 RW-405SP $54.00 

Wonder Washer (Paten ted )' 

~~~ 

Washes 40 glasses in seconds, 
quickly, easily, safely. 
RW-511 for Revell-ware 
and Sudbury trays $22.00 
RW-512 for Broadman, 
Judson, Wearever and 
Westminster trays $22.00 

COMMUNION GLASSES : t 
Crystal glasses of the finest quality. 
RW-44 1-%," high $6.50 per doz. 
RW-66 1-% " high $6.50 per doz. 
Firm Foundation Disposable 
Communion Cups $13.95 per thousand 

SILVER-TONE BRASS-TONE POLISHED 
ALUMIN UM t ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM :j: 

RW-500A $22.25 RW-500AB $22.25 RW-500 $18.75 

RW-501A $21.25 RW-501AB $21.25 RW-501 $17.75 

RW·502A $16.25 RW-502AB $16.25 RW-502 $13.75 

RW-503A $15.75 RW-503AB $15.75 RW-503 $13.75 

RW-504A $21.25 RW·504AB $21.25 RW-504 $19.25 

RW-505A $16.25 RW-505AB $16.25 RW 505 $13.75 

Order from FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
WHEN SOMEONE ASKS FOR HELP. Eve

rett Worthington. IVP. 238p. $5.95 
A practical guide to counsel ing. Much 

counseling is attempted by those who 
have no training for the job. These prac
tical pointers w ill prevent some t ragic 
mistakes and insure reasonable slfccess. 
A good book to have handy. 

A GUIDE FOR PREPARING YOUR W ILL 
(Married couples wi th child ren). 
Gerald Nelson. BMP Productions. 
8112 X 1.1 $7.95 

The latest in a series of well written 
books on preparing a wil l. Written by a 
Christian lawyer, in layman's language, 
it addresses itself especially to states 
such as Texas where a community prop
erty law exists it is all important that 
both parties have a will. It avoids court 
t ie-ups and other frustrations. This book 
is worth many times its price to any 
family, regardless of the size of the 
estate. Other books in the series are 
too. There is one that fits your family 
situation exactly. 

A STUDY of 1, 2 & 3 JOHN. Wendell 
Needham and Leon Burton. Private
ly Pub. $3.00 

A 13-l esson study book on th e short 
epistles of John, divided into concepts, 
Christian behavior, an overview and a 
study of the text. 

CONVERSIONS IN ACTS. Basil Overton. 
Choate. 1 OS p. $3.00 

22 mini-sermons on the cases of con
version listed in the Book of Acts. 
Clear, simple, understandable deduc
tions from the text that greatly assist one 
who is seeking an answer to the ques
tion: "What must I do to be saved." 

NIV PICTORIAL BIBLE. Zondervan. 1260 
p. $29.95 

A complete NIV version of the Scrip
tures with over 500 illustrations and pic
tures-many of them in ful l color. A 
host of maps and charts add to the 
reader's understanding of the text. Bible 
locations and historic information help 
clarify the text. Good for the student 
or the Bible class teacher, as well as 
the individual reader. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to include the prioe. 

WORLD'S FAIR 
See the Churches of Christ pavilion 

Use this coupon for 
Y.z price. Second night at the 

All new MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $54 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588-1982 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 30,1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively desig ned-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertis ing in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congroee-ations 

FOR SALE: f irst Mortgage Bonds 14% . Compound 
Interest. Dated January 1, 1982. For prospectus: Call 
(617) 775-6572 or (617) 775-5178. Write : Cape Cod 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 727, Hyanis, MA 02601. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

ndvertiain~ meeting- place!, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR V J\LLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOO L OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-P ersonal E vangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curric ulum for Women 

" nl)provcd for Veteran•s training" 
L eonnrd M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Chu rch ot Chr is t 1505 S. Trlm-
tnier Rd. Terry !Iarrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6 : 00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P .M. 
CHA.'I'Hlll, N . J .. Fairm ount a nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AR E A. 201-635-6810 o r 
201-635-2688. 
Experienced minister needed for Mariposa, Ca., forty 
miles from Yosemite National Park. Partial support 
needed temporarily. 60·70 in attendance. Contact Verne 
Godfrey, 5940 E. Woodland , Merced, Calif. 95340-
Ph. (209) 723-1811 . 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH O F 
CHRIS'! ', 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
re latives or f riends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 3i4, Anc horage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o r 344-5719. 

UA Y AREA~S,::C;.:U~O~O~L:'--::0:-;F;:-::PR=~E~A.:-C=H;-;l:;;N;-;G;;-, -
11300 DublLD. Road 

P 1ea•anton, C n lUornJa 84~6 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .. Direc t or 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF K.AUAI, 
HAWA II. Ph. (808) 822- 1960 or Clarence ll!ay, 
Churc h of Chr ist, 4647 llauaala Ra., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS A NGELES . CALIFORN IA 
CENTRAL "CH URCH OF GHRIST 

12t h and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10: 00 A.M. 10:50 A.M . & 

G:OO P.M. 
Mi nisters: Lewis Fris by, 7 14-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
--------,M~ET~R~O~-DENVER AREA 

Eng lcwoild Church of Christ. 
4690 S . Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evan~telist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes, 10 : 16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welco me. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E . ftlor s-an A.ve .. 
U.S. 400 E n 11t OppoBlte K - lltart. Offlc" .C77-
527l. Jlobby Wade, Min. 476-4056. 

D ENVER , COLORADO 80228 
t.AKE "\VOOD CHURCH O F CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield C t. 
T e l e.: 9 88-1024 

See Y ellow Pages For Service Times 
~·rnnslation for Den f. Terry Car twr ight. minister 
""EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CA LIFORN IA. 
Sierra Chilclron"s Home is currently - hirin~t child 
earc staff. (Christian couples .) Good pay and bene
riL•. Tf interested . rontact Steve Bergman. Execu 
tive Directo r. nt P .O. Dox 597 . Vacaville. CA 96688. 
or rnll 707/448-3557 ." 
JITI'N. MILIT ARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST S AN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N . " E." 
St . Sunday 9:30 & 10 : 30 nnrl 6 : 00 P.M. We<l. 7:00 
P .M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 79~-2~1t. 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and olacc of services. 
The West End congre~ation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
bers in a city of 500.000 and only one sister congrega
tion, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field . A mature person with leadership 
qualities and a desire to work is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ. 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3G2B7. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH ING cou rses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with wri tten material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 7941 1. 
H 0 USE PARENTS NEED ED. M:,-a n- u-e"'l""i t-o_,N,..,.-a v-a"'j o---,C"'h'"'i""ld7 r-e-n70' s 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents . ~nd 
relief-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, hvong 
~xpenscs. medical insurance, retirement insurance, va
:ation and days off. For additional information and 
Joplication forms con tact loe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup. NM 87301 or call 1-505-863-5530. 

WH E N YOU VISIT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in n Christian home. R easonable rates. For 
more information cnll 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Grnhnm at 312 Bellfie ld Rd . . Knoxville. Tenn. 
37922. 
Preacher and/or song leader available for regular, 
part-time employment within driving distance o f Rich
ardson, Texas. Trained and experienced in both preach
ing and singing. Richard Norman 214/234-2952. 

NEW, ONE BEDROOM furnished mobile home 12 x 44 
for sale. 12 x 17 room on wheels. Ph. 643-2762 or 
write lily Shanks, 320 Wall St., Ventura, CA 93001. 
Young, sound Gospel preacher seeking to relocate. If 
rnterested call: Area Cd. 402-245-2251 or AC 402-
245-5857. 
The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Arc you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
~hurch of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
mgful and productive in serving Christ. Located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, [stes Park, CO 80517 
~r phone (303) 586-4557. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation in Grand Island, Nebraska. The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an average 
attendance of 60 to a "135 average in" the past two 
years. Our goal i s to continue this growth pattern i n 
the future . If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68624. 
Looking for caretaker job for a Christian camp. Can 
g1vc good reference. Have some camp experience. 
Maintenance experience, painting, electrical, tractor 
driving, ditching, water lines, lawn and flower garden 
care. Welding, care of fish pond, swimming pool 
horse wrangling. Also seven years experience with 
young people in children homes. Husband age 53, 
Christian 40 years. Wife age 47, Christian 30 years. 
(3 children all married to Christian mates). Call 806-
793-8475 or write: "J. Oox Holder," 1'.0. Box 28801, 
lubbock, TX 79407. 

VIS ITING MEXICO C ITY1 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 ([dgar Judy). Spanish
l angua~e services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
FOR SALE 1966 Ford Church Bus. 46 passenger. Runs 
good. Priced reasonable to needy congregation of 
Church of Christ. Box 156; Ryan, OK 73565.:,· =----,-
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED- Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or wri te, 
larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE for fill-in services within 150 
miles of lubbock, Texas. 35 years experience; graduate 
of ACU; effective, sound, scriptural. Will come any
where for your gospel meeting needs. Call: Leslie Rick
erson (806) 792-8531 . 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephens, 
P.O . Box 285, S hawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
V U JIIA, AIUZ., 651 \V. 28t h St. Sunday-

tO. II a.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h. 3H- 3750 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellen t church buildinf:, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desireable. 
EVANGELIST WANTED: The church at Wayland, Michi
gan is seeking an evangelist. A two-year old congrega
tion with an average attendance of 35. Have $18,600.00 
per year in support raised. Active personal worker with 
a love for the lost a must. Contact Church of Christ, 
Box 421, Wayland, Ml 49348, or call Doug Kennedy at 
616/792-95·11 . 
WHO ARE WE? revival meetings; edifies/motivates; no 
charge; illustrated on slides; contact W. F. Parker, 302 
Quail Ave. , Sebrin~. Fl 33870. 

WORLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath $25, apt. $40, 
home $50, camper space $20. Groups welcome. For 
reservations (615) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd. , Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
WE REDIND CHERIS HED BlULES-write for free 
leather snm1>les nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Dox 2486, 
Abi lene. Texas 79604 . 
VISITING NEW YORK CITY/ Want to stay in a Christ ian 
Homel Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
~~} 2%9?s~i 9.Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, Auburn, California is in need of a 
full-time preacher. Must be mature, qualified and ex
perienced in pulpit and personal work, between 40 and 
65 years of age. With some outside support and capable 
of building a congregation. Send resume and photo to 
Box 571, Auburn, CA 95063. 
FOR SALE: Used Millennia! Harbinger Set. 41 Vols. Call 
Bob jackson (512) 932-2723. 
POSITION WANTED Aggressive plant manager with 
P&L responsibility desires association w ith Christian 
principals. Graduate ACU BS Chemistry. Experienced 
m manufacturing, purchasing, labor rela tions engineer-
ing. Phone for rewrne. 312-968-5262. ' 
USING YOUR TALENTS/ Come over and get involved 
in some really cxci~ing work. Y./e neC'C rnotivat"d 
Christians to come place membership with us and 
help us begin a dynamic program of church edification 
evangelism, and service. Only 50 members, but area of 
work includes nearly a million souls! Unlimited po
tential! If you live in L.A. county, put your talents to 
work! Church of Christ, 2445 Via Acosta, Montebello, 
Cal. 9 0640, Dave Morehead, Minister. 721-0031 or 
726-2907. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The F irm Foundation 
tl"lea to acr een advertl81ng, and will n o t 
kDo\vingly toke quelltlonnllle nd,•erUBlng. 
nut It 111 the render'• re•pon•lblllty to I.D
veatlgate . Like nny oth e r paper, we aome
tlmea u n\Yittlngly run an unworthy nd. 
A.. the o ld •n:rlng goell, before y ou lnve11t. 
lnveatfr;r;ate l 

59TH HARDING LECTURESHIP 

The theme of the 59th annual Harding 
Un iversity Bible Lectureship Oct. 13-1 6 
will be "The Church: Renewal or Ruin." 

The lectures wi ll be presented by well
estab l ished gospel preachers or Bible 
teachers, some of whom are leading 
scho lars in the brotherhood. 

The theme was chosen especially w ith 
emphasis on the ch urch and to bring ou t 
att itudes of optimism to those who feel 
the chu rch is on the decline. 

A special display area wi ll be set up 
in the American Heri tage Center for 
both commercial and non-commercial 
exhibi ts. 

Those attending may f ind housing in 
the homes of local church members. For 
more information concerning the Lec
tureship, contact Neale Pryor, Lecture
ship Director, Box 767, Hard ing Univer
sity, Searcy, Arkansas 721 43. 

OWASSO Sl:HOOL OF BIBLil:AL STUDIES 
David P. Brown, Director 

* Bibl e Emphasis *Comprehensive Curricu lum 
* Expe rienced Qua l ifi ed Facul ty *Open to Persons of Any Race 
*No Tuition * Idea lly located in grea ter Tu lsa, Oklahoma 

Applications Now Being Accepted 
The school is a Sa turday school offering a three year program terminating with the 

degree of Bachelor of Sacred Li terature. It is designed for the person who must work 
to provide his own support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and is overseen by its elders. 
For More Information Write or Call: 

ADDRESS: Owasso School o f Biblical Studies 
Box 6596 
Tulsa, OK 74156 

PHONE: 1-916-425 -8B69 Fall Semester Begins 
Septemh·•r 11, 1982 

15 [6231 



-Unique Opportunity Threatened-
Q.Is It possible for one·thlrd of 

all the world~s people, In coun· 
tries like China and the Soviet 
Union, to be ·within broadcast 
range of the gospel every day? .., 

A. They can be, provided construc
tion on the World Christian 
Broadcasting Alaskan radio sta
tion can be completed on 
schedule. 

• The Federal Communications Commis
sion Issued a construction permit for the 
station May 13, 1982. 

• Construction on the station began In July 
1982 and will require 12 months to com
plete. 

• A 100,000 watt transmitter and two 
powerful antennas are being manufac
tured for use at the Alaska station and 
can be delivered on schedule In early 
1983. 

• Initial broadcasts will be In Chinese (Man
darin dialect) and In Russian. Program
ing will be ready to begin daily broad
casts in July 1983. 

But this unique opportunity is threatened ••• 
Due to unavoidable delays in funding some pledges for capital gifts, 
and because of inflation, additional capital gifts of $1 million are need
ed by December 31, 1982 to insure that the station is completed by Ju
ly 1983. 

• •• Your help is needed to avert possible delayl 
Christians In more than 380 churches of Christ hav~ sent special contributions of $302,000. Some 
congregations have enabled members to send more than one special contribution. Your mem~ers 
are Invited to help eliminate the threat to this unique opportunity in world evangelism. Send con
tributions to: World Cbrlstlan Broadcasting - Box 385 7 - Abilene, Texas 79604. For .additional In
formation, write, or call (915) 698-0695. Contributions are tax-deductible. 

~--------------------------------------------------

1 World Cbrlstlan Broadcasting 
I Box 3857 
I Abilene, Texas 79604 
I 
I D Our special contribution for this vital effort is enclosed. 

I 
1 D We plan a (another) special contribution for World Christian Broadcasting (date) __ _ 

D Send Information on how we can help support workers in this effort who will be "mis
sionaries to millions." 

D Send Information on how we can help broadcast messages from the Word of God daily into 
China and the Soviet Union. 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Phone ______ __ 

Address 

City --------------------------------------- State ----- Zip ------
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THE YELLOWSTONE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT was held in Mid
August in the Grand Teton National Park. Speakers and 
Teachers for the week are pictured here. They are: (L to R) 
Top row, Norman Gipson, Ror, Lanier, Jr., Hugo McCord, 
Reuel Lemmons and Mike S~an.<. Second row: Jim Rich, (Di
rector) Paul Rogers, Joe G1lmore, Bill Burgess and Maxie 
Boren. Seated: Mary Nell Coles, Ann Gipson, and Kindra 
Shank. 

Austin, Texas, October 5, 1982 
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The Canon 

One·. of the most oft asked questions deals with how 
we got· qur Bible. There ar~ numerous books in print 
that answer the question in far greater detail than we 
can do it on this page, but a thumbnail presentation 
would run something like this. 

The word "Canon" denotes a rule, a rod, or a measur
ing stick. The Old and New Testament canons have to 
do with what measures the faith of the jew under the 
law, and what measures the faith of Christians under 
the New Covenant. Since we are a people who are 
zealous of following the Scriptures and nothing but the 
Scriptures, we would have special interest in what are 
the Scriptures, and how did the books, especially of the 
New Testament, become the measuring rod of our faith. 

The most common error we meet is the Roman Catho
lic claim that the church gave us the Bible. This is not 
true regarding either the Old Testament or the New. 
The jews had the Old Testament long before there 
was a church, and had it in its present form. Concerning 
the New Testament it can be said without the fear of 
contradiction that the New Testament gave us the 
church; the church did not give us the New Testament. 
Rome says "without the church there would be no New 
Testament" when the truth is, without the New Testa
ment there would be no church. The church ·is a New 
Testament church-the church, that is, that Christ said 
he would build upon the foundation stone of his being 
the Son of God. 

If the church had not existed there would have been a 
New Testament, for jesus promised his disciples on the 
eve of his ascension that the Father would send the 
Holy Spirit to guide them into all the truth and to bring 
to their remembrance his commandments. When the 
Holy Spirit came, on the day of Pentecost, the apostles 
began to speak as the spirit· gave them utterance. They 
were walking Bibles. What they said was the Word of 
God; when it was written down it was the written word 
of God. 

As time passed, and churches were established in 
places like Corinth, Rome and Ephesus, it became ob
vious that an apostle could not be present to verbally 
deliver God's word to meet the situation. Letters were 
written, and ·the same Holy Spirit that guided the tongue, 
guided the hand. What was written was as inspired as 
what was said. 

Churches were springing up simultaneously wherever 
the gospel was preached, or "said." As churches had 
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problems, absent apostles wrote the word of God for 
solving the problems and sent the letters to the 
churches. 

There were countless sermons preached that were not 
the words of apostles; and in all probability countless 
letters written that were not written by apostles. As these 
were circulated, and copied, there was a gradual dis
tinction drawn between those who had been eyewitness 
of the events, or had manifested the "signs" of an 
apostle, and those who were not or had not. 

It is of interest that nothing had been written in about 
32 ·A.D., and that all of the books that comprise the 
canon had been completed within the next 30 years (if 
you accept the early date of Revelation, which we be
lieve to be correct). All these books were written while 
the apostles-most of them-were still alive, and while 
hundreds who were baptized on Pentecost could still 
testify. The authenticity of the letters was accepted by 
the Christians! not determined by them. The canon was 
determined by God and not by the church. Miracles 
and tongues established "authority" and authority es
tablished the canon. The church simply accepted that 
which God established. 

It should be recognized here that the handwritten 
letters were carried, copied, circulated, read and even 
translated many times within the first half century. None 
of these copies, and none of the originals are known at 
this time to have survived. All we have is copies and 
translations; but having come from multiple sources, 
studiously studied and scrupulously corrected, and 
having originated in the Providence of God, we can rest 
assured that we have them as the Holy Spirit gave them. 
In addition we have two thousand years of scholarly 
hammering on the old anvil. Never in all history has a 
dqcument been subjectd to such scrutiny and close 
examination as has the New Testament. The efforts to 
destroy it have been sufficient to establish it. 
. And so, the New Testament came into being bearing 
the imprimatur of God and not that of the church. Eye
witnesses whose identity and authority were established 
beyond question, as God bore them witness in various 
ways, gave us God's book and not the church's book. It 
was tailor-made in Heaven and dropped into your lap 
by special delivery. You don't have to strain your re
ligion through some one else's mind. 

FIR!\1 FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lt-mmou•, Editor 
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The Danger Signals of Apostasy 
RUBEL SHELLY 

The American Cancer Society has been responsible for 
savings thousands of lives through its public education pro
gram about cancer's danger signals. By every conceivable 
means, the society has asked people to watch for the follow
ing: (1) unusual bleeding or discharge, (2) a lump or thickness 
in the breast or elsewhere, (3) a sore that does not heal, (4) 
change in bowel or bladder habits, (5) hoarseness or cough, 
(6) indigestion or difficulty in swallowing, or (7) change in a 
wart or mole. 

"If your signal lasts longer than two weeks, go to your 
doctor to learn if it means cancer" is the counsel accom
panying the list. Some of the very people reading these lines 
have likely heeded one or more of these signals. You may 
owe your life and health to the warning you received and 
your good sense in heeding it. Early detection is one of the 
key elements in curing cancer. 

Early Detection lmportant=to Spiritual Health 

Early detection and immediate treatment are also crucial 
in treating spiritual decline and avoiding fatal apostasy, i.e., 
turning back from Christ and falling from grace. 

Apostasy, like cancer, gives warning signals. We need a 
good educational program in the church to alert believers to 
thesEt danger signs. Countless souls could be saved that 
otherwise will perish. 

The purpose of this article is to identify the seven danger 
sign~ls of spiritual apostasy. Its thesis is that a Christian who 
realizes that his or her spiritual life is in decline can be 
aroused to take effective measures for the sake of preserv
ing eternal life and spiritual health. 

The Seven· Danger Signals 

Loss of Appetite for the Word of God. 
The Bible is. to our spirits what food is to our bodies; it 

is the nourishment necessary for life, health, and activity (1 
Pet. 2:2). Do you need greater faith? Go to the Scripture, for 
faith comes by hearing it (Rom. 1 0:17). Do you need help to 
stop sinning? Lay up the words of God in your heart (Psa. 
119:11). Do you need a fixed standard by which to order 
your life? It has been provided for you in Holy Scripture (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). 

God expects us to be skilled in using his Word to the best 
advantage in our spiritual lives. So set aside a fixed time 
every day for Bible reading. If bored at firs~, ask God to 
bless your reading. Then, bored on not, read on with the 
fact in mind that your soul needs feeding. 
Neglect of Prayer. 

Why do we tend to neglect prayer? It could be a knowl
edge problem; we do not know what power prayer has Uas. 
5:16b). It might be a faith problem; we have prayed for 
things-important things-without getting them (Jas. 4:3; cf. 
Rom. 8:28). Or, more likely, it could be a pride problem; 
we think we can handle life situations without divine aid 
\Mark 14:32-42; cf. esp. v. 38). 

When we fail to pray, we are vulnerable to temptation. 
This is why Satan tries to distract us from it. 

Prayer, like regular study of the Bible, takes determination 
and discipline. Like exercise for good physical health, you 

may need to hold yourself to the regimen at first simply be
cause you know you need it. All of us need communication 
with God through prayer in order to stay strong in spirit. 
Wtihout it, we get sickly and may die. 

Absenteeism from Assemblies 'of the Church. 
The earliest Christians,. as they were guided by the pres

ence and example of the apostles, gave priority to coming to
gether frequently as a group (Acts 2:42, 46). These meetings 
served to create a sense of brotherhood and to encourage 
good works (cf. Heb. 10:24-26). What could possibly lead us 
to think we can do without such assemblies? 

How efficient would some group you belong to (e.g., sales 
group, political party, athletic team, etc.) be without regular 
meetings? Similarly, you cannot maintain your interest in
much less make any important contribution to-the work of 
Christ in the world if you neglect regular assemblies with the 
body of Christ. 

Noninvolvement With Local Church Programs. 
Every church needs, wants, and pleads for the mobilization 

of its membership for heaven's work among men. Drop-outs 
and apostasies occur most frequently among those people 
with no ministry to perform. 

One of the commonest of complaints among members of 
our congregations is this: "I don't feel needed, for nobody 
has ever asked me to do anything." Why wait to be asked? 
Are you that proud? If you really want to serve the Lord 
Jesus, there are more openings available to you than you 
can possibly use. Just run down the list of things Jesus wants 
done as revealed in Matthew 25:35-36. Just watch the church 
bulletin you receive for "service openings" in the congrega
tion. You can be involved-if you want to be. 

A Critical Spirit. 
Jesus admonished his followers to avoid captious and petty 

fault-finding. "Do not judge, or you too will be judged .... 
Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's 
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your eye?" (Matt. 
7:1-3 NIV). This is not a prohibition against discriminating 
right from wrong (cf. Gal. 1 :9; 2 John 10-11). It is a rebuke 
of the all-too-common tendency to tear down others in an 
evil attempt to build up self. 

A young man who "quit the church"-to his parents' dis
may and bewilderment-confided that every S~nday lunch at 
his house was a dissecting of the preacher by h1s parents or a 
diatribe about the elders' incompetence. A critical eye dis
closes an impure heart, and such a heart will take people into 
apostasy from Christ. 

Lack of Regard for the Truth. 
Some texts of Scripture are notoriously difficult, and the 

best of Christian scholars may be bewildered by them. Even 
Peter confessed to having difficulty with some of the things 
Paul had written (2 Pet. 3:16). But the fundamental doctrines 
of the faith-those on which our very salvation depends-are 
unambiguous in their statement, and our commitment to 
them must never waver. We must L .:! tolerant and generous 
in matters of great difficulty or personal opinion (Rom. 14); 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Defining the Church 
RAYMOND C. KELCY1 

When we turn to the first passage in which the word 
11church" is found in the New Testament we observe that it is 
something of which Jesus is the builder. 11Upon this rock I 
will build my church" (Matt. 16:18). It could not, then, be an 
institution which had its beginning in Old Testament times 
or in the days of john the Baptist. The church is something 
Jesus built. In the same passage it can readily be observed 
that the church is something Jesus owns. Notice the ex
pression, "My church." He referred to it as his and I refer 
to it as his. Much has been said about what the church ought 
to be called.' Surely it would be all right to call it anything 
the Bible calls it. But we should carefully avoid calling it 
something the Bible does not call it. 

Christ the Head 
Being the builder and the owner of the church, Christ is 

also its head. "He is the head of the body, the church" (Col. 
1 :18). Still another passage which sets forth the relationship 
existing between Christ and the church and which also helps 
to define the church is in the Ephesian letter: "For the hus
hand is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church: and he is the savior of the body" (5:23). Christ 
is not only the head of the church; he is also its Savior. It 
has often been alleged that "the church cannot save you." 
This is true. But we are not to conclude from this that the 
church is not essential. Christ is the Savior and only he 
can save. The church cannot save. But whom or what does 
the Savior save? He is the Savior of the body and the body is 
the church. The church, then, is made up of saved people. 
On the day of Pentecost, after people had asked what 
to do, after they had been told what to do, and after they 
had complied, we are told that "the same day there were 
added about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). Then, later in 
the chapter, we are told that the Lord added to them daily 
those who were being saved (vc.·se 47). The church is the 
body to which the Lord adds the saved. Anywhere in the 
world that a person hears and obeys the gospel, that person 
is then a member of the church for the Lord adds the 
saved to the church. This is not saying the Lord adds every 
person who thinks he is saved, but he adds every person who 
is genuinely converted by complying with the Lord's plan of 
conversion. 

Not Two Processes 
It follows from what we have said that being saved and 

becoming members of the Lord's church are not two different 
processes. Many think that they are saved at one time and 
that they may later become church members if they choose. 
Not only .that, but they think they have various churches from 
which to choose. But we do not get this idea from reading 
the New Testament. There it is made clear that the Lord adds 
to his church those who are saved. 

Another conclusion that must follow is the necessity of 
church membership. Being a member of the church is not 
something optional with the saved person, for the Lord adds 
him to the church when he is saved. How could one be 
saved and stay out of the church? How could he be saved 
and prevent the Lord's adding him to the body? Yet it is 
often said that one can be saved and not be a church mem
ber. The one who says this is thinking in denominational 
terms. He is thinking that one can be saved and not belong 
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to any certain denomination. And while this is true relative 
to denominations, it is not true relative to the church of 
which Jesus is head. 

Called Ones 
The church is composed of people who are called. Writing 

to the church at Rome, Paul said, "To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be saints" (Rom. 1 :7). 11Called to be 
saints" (I Cor. 1 :2). "for the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call" (Acts 2:39). 

This calling involves a call out of something and into 
something. "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light" (I Pet. 2:9). Let us also hear Paul on 
this: 11Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son" 
(Col. 1 :13). The church is composed of people who have 
been called out of darkness into light. 

How does the Lord call? Let us hear Paul again: "But we 
are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth: whereunto he called you by our 
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (II Thess. 2:13-14). God does not call people in a 
miraculou~ and mysterious manner, but by the gospel. It is 
the preaching of the gospel that produces the church. Con
sider, for example, a locality in which the church does not 
exist. There is only one thing that can produce the church in 
that place, namely, the gospel of Christ. The church, there
fore, is composed of those who have been called by the 
gospel, out of the kingdom of darkness, and into the light and 
liberty of the Lord. 

Again, we must see the necessity of the church. Since the 
church is composed of the called people, it would be im
possible to be one of the called and not be a part of the 
church. 

The Church·is Undenominational 
It is evident from a study of the passages we have no

ticed that the church jesus built is not a denomination. When 
we read the declared purpose of Jesus to build his church; 
when we read Paul's statement that Christ loved the church 
and is the head of it; and when we read a letter of Paul's 
addressed to the church at a certain place, we do not get the 
idea that a denomination is meant. Nor do we get the idea 
that an organization consisting of a plurality of denomina
tions is meant. Some think they have the idea of undenomi
national Christianity when in reality they are thinking of 
something interdenominational. But the church jesus built 
was not a denomination nor a combination of denominations. 

When we study the book of Acts to observe the spread of 
the gospel in the first century, we do not get the idea that 
Peter preached in Jerusalem establishing a certain denomina
tion, that Paul established altogether a different kind in 
Ephesus, and that Philip started still a third in Samaria. These 
congregations were of the same faith and practice. Paul 
wrote to the church at Rome and reminded them how both 
they and he had been baptized although he had never been 
in Rome. "We were buried" (Rom. 6:4). The teaching and the 
practice were the same everywhere. 

An important question emerges: Is it possible today to 
study the New Testament, do what it says, become a Chris

(Continued on page 11) 
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Good Happiness vs. Bad Happiness 
The zany poet, Ogden Nash, once 

wrote: 
There is only one way to achieve hap

piness on this terrestrial ball, 
And that is to have either a clear con

science, or none at all. 

Now, there is much truth in what 
O~den Nash says about happiness. It is 
ev1~ent tha.t he .is right that one can 
atta.m happmess m two ways; either by 
havmg a .clear conscience, or by having 
n~ consc1ence at all. But there is some
thmg very important which is being left 
unsaid, and that is that one does not 
~nd !JP with the same kind of happiness 
~~ e1ther case. There is a quantitative 
~1fference between the happiness aris
~~g from a clear conscience and a hap
pmess that results from no conscience 
at all. Furthermore, and this is a point 
that especially needs to be stressed 
even happiness with a clear conscienc~ 
does ~ot guara~tee that one is living the 
best life of wh1ch one is capable 

A _brief look at Jesus' parable· of the 
prod1gal son should convince us that the 
real test of a successful life is not 
~h~t~er 9ne is happy, but whether one 
1s hvmg m a morally responsible way. 
In order to establish this thesis we are 
going to have to be convinced of two 
things. First, we have to see that happi
ness by itself is no guarantee for suc
cessful living. Then, secondli, we must 
see that there is a kind o happiness 
that results from morally mature living 
that is truly worth having. 

It !s evident that one can say that the 
prod1gal son made a transition through 
four important stages of his life. That is, 
the prodigal son experienced all the 
possi~le combinations of morality and 
happmess. 
. The parable _opens up wi_th the son 

hv1ng at home m what we might regard 
as a condition of moral unhappiness. 
As far as we can tell, his general con
duct was morally appropriate; the only 
trouble was that he was unhappy. He 
chafed under the restrictions of home 
and longed for different circumstances. 
Since it is characteristic of human nature 
not to remain in states of unhappiness 
for very long, the son, predictably, took 
what he felt were necessary steps to se
sure his own happiness. So, he made the 
transition to immoral happiness, as the 
Lord said "wasting his substance in 
riotous living." 

Now, the important point to note here 
is that the son was undeniably happy; 
as long as the circumstances upon which 
his happiness depended were secure, 
then his happiness was secure. But, 
when the circumstances changed, and 
he ran out of money and had to face 
an unpredicted famine as a friendless 
stranger in a faraway land, then he 
found himslef in a condition of immoral 
unhappiness. Jesus said that the son 
glady would have eaten the food being 
given to the pigs. Alienated from his 
father because of his own personal 
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choices, the son had come to know, first 
hand the temporariness of some forms 
of happiness. But jesus said that the 
young man 11Came to himself," and de
cided to act responsibly and return to 
his father. 

Now it's easy to be suspicious and 
doubt that there was any genuine re
pentance. It's easy to suspect that the 
only reason that the son went home 
was ~ecause his money had run out. 
But smce Jesus is not making a point 
about the difference between true and 
false repentance, and since we don't 
want to force the details of the story 
to!> far, perhaps it would be in keeping 
w1.th the spint of Christian charity to 
thmk the best of the son's motives. At 
any rate, this part of the story closes 
with the son reconciled to his father 
with a kind of happiness that results 
from morally responsible behavior. 

The point that deserves stressing here 
is that the prodigal son went through 
two phases of his life both of which 
could accurately, at the time, be called 
happy. But obviously there was a world 
of difference between those two condi
tions of happiness. The problem with 
using happmess as the ultimate test 
for life is that there are all sorts of im
moral ways to be happy. And such hap
piness has its own natural consequences 
that provide the seeds for its own 
destruction. The fact that I am happy 
today is no guarantee that tomorrow I 
will be happy that I was happy. 

The second major point that needs 
to be stressed is that the kind of happi
ness that results from behaving in a 
morally responsible way is a kind of 
happiness that is truly worth having. 
There has been a running debate 
through the ages regarding the rela
tionship between doing one's duty and 
happiness. Some have argued that hap
piness is to be equated with pleasure, 
and that people, in fact, cannot help 
but pursue their own pleasure. Others 
have argued that a person's first re
sponsibility was to do his duty whether 
it made him happy or not. In fact, it was 
argued that a person ought to distrust 
his inclinations and discipline himself 
to do his duty no matter how unpleasant 
the consequences. 

Now, upon which side of this contro
versy would Jesus come down? Would 
Jesus hold that happiness is the ulti
mate test of successful living, or would 
he hold that whether a person is happy 
is irrelevant, that a person should do 
his duty even though it resulted in a 
lifetime of unhaopiness? Certainly 
Jesus would stress that one should al
ways behave in a morally mature way, 
whether we find such behavior pleasant 
or not. However, jesus would argue 

that there is a quality of life that flows 
out of responsible hving that has im
mense advantages over other, less per
manent, forms of happiness. Jesus offers 
to us a lifestyle that entails making 
n:-3:ny, very difficult and unpleasant de
CISions. 

Living under the Lordship of Christ, 
we all, from time to time, feel com
pelled to do certain tasks that, at the 
time, did not make us feel very happy. 
But, no doubt, all of us could later say 
that we were glad that we acted re
sponsibly. In other words, there are 
some natural consequences that result 
from living under the reign of God that 
satisfy us in ways that nothing else -can. 
Self-respect, .a sense of integrity, peace 
of mind, ease of conscience, absence of 
vain regrets, personal growth and ma
turity, and freedom from the bondage 
of our passions are all natural conse
~uences of Christian behavior that near
ly any reasonable person would want 
to possess. Such a happiness is truly 
worth having. 

In jesus' parable of the prodigal son, 
one can see two kinds of happiness. 
The first kind is easily attainable but 
must be paid for later. The second kind 
is vastly superior in its quality, but it 
must be paid for in advance. This basic 
difference explains why, in a consumer 
economy, there is so much apparent 
happiness and yet so much unhappiness 
as well. Our society is populated with 
so many who are so enamored with an 
easy happiness that they are unwilling 
to postpone immediate gratification in 
order to obtain the deeper happiness 
that Jesus offers. 

And there is one advantage to Jesus' 
form of happiness that must not be for
gotten. The wisdom of the ages has 
taught us that happiness cannot be pur
sued directly. It comes as a by-product 
of other activities. But moral maturity 
can be pursued directly. So, while a 
person may end up very frustrated as 
he devotes intense energy to the direct 
pursuit of happiness, a person who de
votes the same energy to acting respon
sibly, as he discovers the morally mature 
thing to do, he will have his reward. 

jesus would have us know that the 
issue is not whether one is going to 
have happiness or not, but what kind of 
happiness one is going to choose. So, 
when we find ourselves frustrated, tired, 
and discouraged as we work through a 
continuous process of difficult and un
pleasant decisions, we can, during that 
process, be filled with the certain hope 
that we are simply guaranteeing for the 
future a secure and deeply-rooted hap
piness that any reasonable person would 
glady possess. 
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Bible obedience can be understood 
in two categories: obedience to the 
faith, and obedience to law. Every type 
of respdhse to the instructions of God 
throughout Bible history can be loo~ed 

. upon within one of these two categoraes. 
Obedience To The Faith 

Note first what luke said about this: 
"And the word of God increased; and 
the number of the disciples multiplied 
exceedingly; and a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith" 
(Acts 6:7). These priests were "obedient 
to the faith." Luke was saying they 
obeyed what the word of God taught. 

Faith is used at least four ways in the 
New Testament: (1.) Faith, the gospel as 
in jude 3 and Gal. 3:23-26; .(2.) Faith, 
the personal trust, as in Heb. 11 :1 ff; 
(3). Faith, the convictions of conscience, 
as in Rom. 14:23; and (4.) Faith, the 
miraculous gift, as in I Cor. 12:9 and 
Matt. 17:20-21; 21:21-22. 

This use in Acts 6:7 clearly refers to 
obedience to the gospel. Other passages 
throughout the New Testament show 
this is not an isolated idea of obedience. 
Notice: 

Romans 6:17 " ... ye became obedi
ent from the heart. to that form of teach
ing •.• " 

Romans 16:26 " .•. by the scriptures 
of the prophets, according to the com
mandment of the eternal God, is made 
known unto all the nations unto obedi
ence of faith." 

I Peter 1 :22 "Seeing you have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the 
truth •.. " 

I Peter 4:17 "For the time is come for 
judgment to begin at the house of God: 
and if it begin first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the gos
pel of God?" 

2 Thess. 1 :8 "rendering vengeance on 
them that know not God, and them that 
obey not the gospel of our lord jesus." 

I Peter 3:1 "In like manner, ye wives, 
be in subjection to your own husbands: 
that, if any obey not the word, they may 
without the word be gained by the be
havior of the wives." (Note: in this pas
sage Peter is encouraging wives to use 
not their own conversations and words 
with husbands who have not obeyed 
"the word," that is the gospel. Rather, 
they should use their model and exem
plary behavior.) 

Hebrews 5:8-9 "though he was a Son, 
yet learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and having been 
made perfect, he became unto all them 
that obey him, the author of eternal 
salvation." 

All such passages as these refer to 
obedience to the gospel. It is the initial 
obedience that puts one into the proper 
relation with Christ. When Peter said 
one "purifies" himself, he means by 
his obedience he puts himself into a sit
uation whereby Jesus can wash away his 
sins, and still be holy and consistent 
himself. This is obedience to "that form 
of doctrine"; it is that time and way in 
which Jesus can exercise his grace and 
forgiveness. 

Obedience To The Law 
God has always dealt with man by 
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instruction. Even since Eden, man has 
been instructed in some way how God 
wishes for him to act. It is doubtful that 
one can conceive of any man without 
such instructions, at least in the general 
way in which Paul spoke even of the 
Gentiles. Note some passages which in
dicate such in Romans 1: " ... for God 
manifested it to them ... " (v. 19); " ... 
being perceived through the things that 
are made, even his everlasting power 
and divinity: that they may be without 
excuse ... " (v. 20); " .•. knowing God, 
they glorified him not as God .•. " (v. 
21); 11

• • • exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie •.. " (v. 25); ". : . they refused 
to have God in their knowledge • . ." 
(v. 28). Thus, God has instructed ade
quately, back through time, various gen
erations of men so they are without 
excuse. 

God used these instructions, evident
ly more of the time they were spoken, 
as ways to guide and mold man to con
form to holiness and right living. Later, 
there was the written law of Moses, but 
it is a mistake for one to think that was 
the only law which God had made 
known to men. 

"law" means, within this frame of 
reference, "instructions for life." When 
man is in a union with God, in the 
family of God, related to God by means 
of grace, there are instructions for him 
to continue to follow. 

Acts 5:29 " ... We must obey God 
rather than man." Was Peter here say
ing that he and John ought to "obey 
the gospel" and become children of 
God? Evidently not, for he and John 
were being charged with preaching in 
the name of Jesus. The obedience they 
owed to God in this verse was to con
tinue their work of apostleship, preach
ing the gospel to the lost. 

2 Cor. 10:3-6 " ... when your obedi
ence shall be made full." This obedience 
was waging the proper warfare, not 
according to the flesh, but "bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obe
dience of Christ" (verse· 5). This is the 
warfare and obedience one gives after 
becoming a Christian. This is obedience 
to the law of Christ. • 

Phil. 2:12 "So then, my beloved, even 
as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salva
tion with fear and trembling;". Now that 
one is a Christian, one must continue 
to obey. Obey what? Obey the instruc
tions of Jesus for continuing in the way 
of Truth. 

I Peter 1:14 "as children of obedi
ence, not fashioning youiselves accord
ing to your former lusts in the time of 
your ignorance, but like as he who called 
you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy 
in all manner of living;". This type of 
obedience is that which the Christian 
uses to fashion himself into holiness. 
This is not the initial obedience that 

puts one into Christ, rather, it molds one 
into his likeness. 

Leam What Obedience Is 
Jesus "learned obedience" (Heb. 5:8) 

and through that one man's obedience 
many could be made righteous (Rom. 
5:19). Such obedience took him even 
unto death (Phi. 2:8). 

Noah was an obedient man when he 
did all that God commanded him (Gen. 
6:22). He was later said to be walking 
by faith (Heb. 11 :7), so "obedience" in 
this sense was also "walking by faith." 

Abraham "obeyed" when he offered 
up Isaac (James 2:21 ). It is recorded he 
"did not withhold thy son, thine only 
son" (Gen. 22:16) and that Abraham 
"obeyed my voice" (verses 18). Still,' 
Abraham is said to have done this "by 
faith" (Heb. 11 :17), so one has another 
example of obedience that is "walking 
by faith." This walk is said to be part of 
the new life that is gained in becoming 
a Christian (2 Cor. 5:7), so this obedi
ence is that continuing, and continuing, 
and continuing on in the instructions of 
the lord. 

A dying father once asked his boys to 
arrange the farm with four certain areas 
of crops. The corn was to be put one 
place, the maize another, the garden 
another, and the wheat yet another. 
After the death of their father the boys 
talked this over and compiled with the 
corn, maize and wheat requests. But 
when they considered where their father 
had requested the garden plot to go, 
they disagreed and decided to put it 
elsewhere. The question could well be 
asked, "How many of their father's in
structions had they obeyed?" The cor
rect answer is "none." For, each and 
every time they made a decision, if it 
pleased themselves, they did it. When 
the instructions about the garden plot 
did not please them, they refused to do 
it. So, in reality, they did not obey a 
single one of their father's instructions. 

Our obedience to God is similar. We 
best learn what King Saul did not learn, 
that "to obey is better than sacrifice" 
(I Sam 15:22). One must learn that God 
desires "mercy, not sacrifice" (Matt. 9: 
13 and Hosea 6:6). For the Jews went 
into great trouble when they sought to 
establish their own way of justification, 
rather than accept God's way in humble 
obedience (Rom. 1 0:1-4). 

We Preachers May Be To Blame 
Have we preached obedience so much 

that we have distorted such? Have we· 
left in the minds of our folks that one 
is to be saved upon the extent and 
number of actions of obedience? If so, 
this is "works-salvation" and is out of 
touch with the teaching of Jesus. It is all 
too common to hear one say "I just 
don't know if I have done enough to go 
to heaven." How sad, how unutterably 
sad to hear a brother talk this way! 

Our salvation depends not on how 
perfectly we can obey, but rather on the 
quality of our trust in Jesus and his way 
(Rom. 1 :17). None can obey perfectly, 
for all will succumb to frailties and 
flaws. If one could obey well enough 

(Continued on page 12) 
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GOD AS REDEEMER 

God is declared to be our Saviour (1 Tim. 2:3); and Re
deemer (Psalms 19:14). In 2 Peter 3:9 it is stated that he is 
"not willing that any should perish." No doubt this purpose 
and determination of making man's salvation possible was 
prompted by God's love for those persons who were created 
in his image and had possibilities of partaking of his divine 
nature. But whatever the motivation, God does not want a 
single one to perish, and ·so he made extensive plans from 
the very beginning that man could be redeemed from his 
sins. 1 Peter 1 :20 notes that Christ "was destined from the 
foundation of the world" and the footnote to Revelation 13:8 
gives us an alernate reading to the effect that in God's plans 
Christ was "slain from the foundation of the world." So in 
God's scheme of redemption, we note that God knew that 
man would sin but planned his redemption right from the 
very beginning. 

God's purpose no doubt was having someone to love, and 
to love him, but also that God could be recognized and 
glorified for what he really is. In Eph. 3:21, "unto him be 
glory in the church and in Christ jesus unto all generations 
forever and ever," we see evidence of this purpose. 

How is salvation to be brought about? Human works or 
merit cannot avail to cancel out sin, because sin is "bad 
enough" to require one "to go to hell for eternity," and man 
could not do enough work nor be good enough to offset 
past sins. Animal sacrifices are also impotent (Heb. 10:3, 4), 
so it behooves God to provide his own atonement, which 
he does by giving the life of Christ himself, (a part of the 
Godhead) to die on the cross in our behalf. Strangely, the 
blood of God's Son is an efficacious atonement and can 
actually cancel the effects of sin in human lives. 

Logically, and necessarily, however, the benefits of 
Christ's shed blood can be ayailable only for those who meet 
the conditions. As a just God, he could not shower salvation 
upon the impenitent and unbelieving, without himself be
coming unjust and tolerant of unholiness. The Father, there
fore, designed a system or scheme of redemption which 
would provide proper conditions upon which man could be 
saved without causing any untoward side effects. Man had 
to come to understand the seriousness of sin and to deter
mine to live above sin, yet in his weakness, a continuing for
giveness was needed. The condition is FAITH, in Christ as 
our "sin-offering." 

Romans 3:25 presents Christ as the "hilasterion" (atone
ment, propitiation, covering, expiation, satisfaction, "that 
which gets the job done"), and it is "through faith in his 
blood," that its benefits become applicable to the individual 
human being. Man believes in and trusts in "the power of the 
blood," rather than in his own merit or goodness, and be
cause of this propitiation, God is enabled to forgive man and 
count him as though he had not sinned, still all the while 
being just and fair to the sinner who will ultimately be pun
ished in hell-"being just, and the justifier of him that hath 
faith in Jesus"-Rom. 3:26. __ . 

Faith was also the condition of being saved in Old Testa
ment times (the Law of Moses could not do it-Gal. 2:16). 

Abraham was "the father of the faithful," and the long list 
of "heroes of faith I isted in Hebrews 11 show that faith has 
always been the condition of a right relation with God. Heb. 
11:13 says that these heroes "died in faith, not having re
ceived the promises, but having seen them and greeted them 
from afar," which faith involved their "confessing that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Again, verses 39 
and 40 point out that they "had witness borne to them 
through their faith, received not the promise, God having 
provided some better thing concerning us, that apart from us 
they should not be made perfect." Christ is, of course, the 
"better thing" which we Christians have that the O.T. 
worthies did not have, and they ~id not receive the promise 
"apart from us," since no real forgiveness of sin is possible 
without Christ's sin-offering, and they had to wait for their 
absolute and final forgiveness until he shed his blood. (See 
Romans 3:25-"the passing over of sins done aforetime.") 

Faith, as the condition of salvation, is an intellectual re
sponse, and is man's own responsibility and contribution. 
God does not force faith upon man, nor does he "give" faith 
to persons who are totally passive. Faith is for man to have 
on his own. It is man's answer to God's grace. Faith neces
sarily calls for repentance, which all men recognize. Even 
the "faith only" people insist that repentance is an fi!Ssential 
condition, and somehow they believe that it is a part of 
"saving faith." But by the same logic, saving faith is more 
than intellectual assent to a propositional statement, it not 
only calls for repentance, but also trust, love, and a com
plete commitment, which includes obedience to Christ's will. 

God's revelation through the Bible is an essential ingre-. 
dient in his redemptive work. "Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 1 0:17). The informa
tion and instruction that comes to man through the word, 
addresses his mind, reason and intellect, and leads him to an 
intellectual decision regarding the message presented. The 
word is a product of the Holy Spirit who controlled and in
spired its production and guarantees its accuracy and de
pendability, and it therefore is adequate to the task of pro
viding for man the right revelation of God's will. The Spirit 
is given to indwell Christians at their baptism, and he serves 
as a seal and an earnest of later blessings to follow, but in 
this capacity he does not provide new revelations. The Scrip
tures are the final expression of God's cognitive and intel
lectual communications to man for the Christian age (Jude 3). 

God in man; Christ in man; the Holy Spirit in man; the 
scriptural teachings in man's heart and mind, all mean that 
we can have a close and informed relationship with the God
head. Our union with Christ in being his "bride" in the 
church, and our adoption into God"s spiritual family as a 
true reality today, give us an awarness of an identity with 
God and a sharing in the divine nature that actually tran
scends all the mundane problems that we have in this life 
and give meaning and purpose to our existence that explains 
it all. We are "transformed into the same image from glory 
unto glory" 2 Cor. 3:18. 
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Of Planters and Planting 
Where are the Planterst 

In the church there are two types of 
evangelists: one who plants and one 
who waters what has been planted. Paul 
wrote to ·the Corinthians that "I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God was causing 
the growth" (I Cor. 3:6). Paul planted 
the Corinthian church; Apollos was wa
tering or maturing what Paul had initial
ly planted. 

Paul, as a planter, described his minis
try in Romans 15:20 as one who 
preached "the gospel, not where Christ 
was already named that I might not build 
upon another man's foundation." Be
cause the church had already been plant
ed in Rome, Paul had not visited this 
major center of Roman life (Roman 15: 
20-22). But at the time of Paul's writing, 
he had finished the task of church plant
ing in the Eastern part of the Roman 
empire. He said that he had "no fur
ther place" in the eastern part of the 
empire to plant (15:23). From Jerusalem 
up to lllyricum, opposite the Italian 
peninsula, Paul had "fully preached the 
gospel of Christ" (15:19). At the time 
that Paul wrote the book of Romans 
he fully intended to go to Rome for the 
purpose of continuing on to Spain where 
the word had not yet been planted. He 
was only to visit the Roman church "in 
passing" (15:24). 

Today in the churches of Christ there 
are numerous church waterers but few 
church planters. Vast areas of the world 
without the body of Christ are not being 
Christianized. American Christians are 
content to merely water what has been 
planted. Where are the planters? let 
them rise up! "The harvest is plentiful 
but the laborers are few." -
Planting the Proper Foundation 

I Corinthians 3:10-15 speaks of the 
quality or durabily of an evangelist's 
work. Paul considered himself a "wise 
masterbuilder." The term "wise" signi
fies that one can build foolishly as well 
as wisely. By "masterbuilder" Paul was 
referring to the evangelist's role of lay
ing and building upon the foundation 
of Jesus Christ (vs. 10-11). 

Paul qualified his discussion of a wise 
masterbuilder by saying, "But let each 
man be careful how he builds upon the 
foundation of Jesus Christ" (vs. 10-11 ). 
Possible foundations include gold, sil
ver, precious stones, wood, hay and 
straw (vs. 12). Since each man's work 
upon the foundation would be tested by 
fire (vs. 13), the work of those who used 
combustible materials (that is, wood, 
hay, and straw) would be burned up (vs. 
15). On the other hand, the work of the 
wise masterbuilder would endure be
cause of the use of durable, non-com
bustife materials (that is, gofd, silver and 
precious stones, vs. 14). 

In this context Paul is clearly showing 
that one can build either a solid or 
shaky foundation. The evangelist must 
seek to become a wise masterbuilder so 
that the lord's body is firmly planted on 
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a solid, permanent foundation in every 
nation under heaven. An extensive study 
of missionary philosophies and methods 
is therefore deemed necessary. The fol
lowing are proven church planting prin
ciples taken from the experience of the 
author. 
Proven Planting Principles 

1. The receptive are sought (Matt. 
10:13-14; Acts 13:46). 

2. Evangelists give of themselves to 
personally know of the "interests" 
and needs of the ethnic group 
being taught (Phil. 2:4; I Cor. 9:19-

"We Heard a Rumor!" 
Today we live and move (literally) in 

a mobile society. Some 30 million 
Americans move each year (oh, to be 
in the moving business!). This mobility 
affects almost every local congregation. 
About 1 00-plus members change pews 
in our church family each 12-month 
period. We have a high concentration 
of military personnel and computer com
panies in our community. With so many 
of us moving and each congregation 
experiencing exodus and newcomers, 
there are some thoughts that seem ap
propriate. 

The following is a true story: 
A young couple came to visit and 

seek information from an elder because 
"we heard a rumor . . ." They asked 
several questions, but these three will 
illustrate: "How do you feel, or what 
is the elders' position, on this move
ment?"; "We were told you all stopped 
the worship assembly and conduct a 
love feast ... right in the middle .•. is 
that true?"; "We heard you endorsed 
social drinking . . . is that right?" 

How I appreciated this couple com
ing to talk about these very important 
questions on their hearts. They have 
children and needed answers. They were 
exercising good sound wisdom to 11Check 
out" the congregation before getting in
volved in a bad situation. 

What really concerns me are those 
folks who told them the rumors without 
taking the time, energy and care to in
vesigate before they "told" someone 
else. Also, as the rumors were told, the 
tellers generalized them even further. 
For instance: they said, "In Colorado you 
have to watch out for this because it is 
bad there."Now, everybody knows Colo
rado is not as big as Texas (higher, yes), 
but the above statement covers a lot 
of territory, and would include every 
church in the state. 

Since we all will be affected by an 
everchanging populace, let us consider 
these suggestions to help those moving 
and our local congreations: 

First, be and do like this couple-go 
directly to the elders, deacons, ministers 

23, especially verse 22). 
3. The Christian message is taught in 

such a way that it is comprehen
sible to the ethnic group being 
taught. 

4. The work begins on a self-suppor
tive, self-governing, and self
propagating basis (the three selves 
of missions). 

5. The goal of missions becomes 
church growth (creating bodies that 
are fitted together so that they can 
"build themselves up in love"
Eph. 4:16). 
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or source to get answers to your ques
tions. 

Second, please don't continue to tell 
others things you heard ... until you 
have checked it out. 

Third, like this young couple, feel free 
to ask any questions. If you don't get 
a scriptural, straightforward, solid an
swer, you might need to look for an
other congregation. 

Fourth, be willing to inform those who 
told you the "rumor" the reality ~f the 
situation, so that they don't continue 
on their way misinformed. 

Fifth, in our movings around from 
city to city-get involved with a con
gregation IMMEDIATElY after your in
vestigation. Place your "workmanship" 
(Jack Exum's) and go to work . . . the 
longer you wait to let the local church 
family know who you are, the happier 
the devil! 

Sixth, moving is not an excuse to say,' 
"Oh, we just got into town. let us get 
settled and then we'll go to work." That 
is the devil's thinking. Christians who 
"get settled" very seldom 11get started." 

Seventh, develop an open mind about 
11tradition" and methodology. Please 
remove from your vocabulary, 11Well, we 
used to do this at home," or "Back at 
so-and-so place, we did it this way." 
Just ask a couple of questions: (1) Is it 
from God's Word? and (2) Does it 
build the church and/ or win the lost? 
If the answers are yes, then get with the 
program! . 

Eighth, it makes no difference where 
you live-sinners are lost and in need of 
Christ's blood-God has a program for 
each and every Christian (no matter 
where they live or move)-seeking and 
saving the lost. 

In our mobile communities and. espe
cially in the church, we need to recog
nize that we are still members of the 
body of Christ before we move, during 
our move and after our move. We need 
to practice Matthew 28:19, "While you 
go teach," and Acts 8:4, "That they ... 
went (moved) everywhere preaching the 
word." 
Eastside church of Christ, Colorado 
Springs, CO 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Having duly noted that our Bible classes do not always meet the 
needs of those who are in the various classes, Bro. Pepper goes on 
to outline a graded adult Bible School teaching program. This is 
excellent, and we will all be 'profited by reading these words.
Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Txas 76571 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (3) 

CLAYTON PEPPER 

While we have no recent figures on declining Sunday 
School attendance, we do have some from the sixties. "What 
is happening to the Sunday School in your area?" This was the 
title of an article carried in the ATLANTA JOURNAL. Willard 
Collins' article of the june 13, 1968 issue of the GOSPEL 
ADVOCATE quotes from it as follows: "Is the Sunday School, 
that mighty fortress of protestant America, about to fall 
before the present day series of theological earthquakes? 
Church school enrollments are on the decline. In some 
parts of the nation the question of survival has been raised." 
It further stated that the Southern Baptist Convention re
ported that from 1964 to 1966 there was a decline from 
7,671,165 to 7,603,685. The North Georgia Conference of the 
Methodist church also reported a decline of some 1,600 per 
year in attendance, while the South Georgia conference has 
reported an average drop of 2,000 per year since 1960. 

The NASHVILLE BANNER, November 2, 1968, carried a 
picture of a letter to Presbyterians which reported, "Sunday 
School enrollment dropped from approximately 732,000 in 
1963 to 621,879: in 1967. A decrease of more than 110,000 in 
five years." I believe it would be shocking to us if we had an 
overall picture of Sunday School attendance in the Lord's 
Church over the past few years. My observations are that 
the congregations of the Lord's Church with growing at
tendance are those in areas where new people are moving 
in-moving from one congregation to another. 

Brethren, the lost world has been trying to tell us some
thing: Be sure your preacher has a college degree, air con
dition your building, cushion your pews, invite us by your 
impersonal methods, and we still will not come! A reliable 
source says that there are 90 million Americans who are not 
enrolled in any Bible study program. In addition to this, mil
lions are enrolled in denominational Bible schools who need 
to be reached that they might have the Word expounded to 
them more perfectly. 

As religious susceptibility declines, you can observe almost 
every kind of gimmick being used to increase attendance. 
One survey shows that the fastest growing churches today are 
those that are conservative in their teaching and who place 
a major emphasis on personal evangelism. 

A Curriculum that Meets Needs 

We are not meeting needs. Paul's letters met needs. For 
example, his letter to the Church at Corinth met a different 
need than the Philippians had. 

We place children in classes according to chronolical age. 
But can we put adults in a class according to chronological 

years rather than spiritual maturity and meet their spiritual 
needs? Under our present system you will find members 
who have been Christians for various lengths of time in the 
same class. This retards spiritual growth rather than leads to 
maximum growth. Imagine what the public school system and 
college would be like if they followed the same plan we 
follow with adults. Let us suppose grades one through six 
were together and the teacher divided her instructions to 
meet six needs giving equal time to each. The first grade 
would not understand instructions to the older grades. The 
older children could say concernring instrutions given to the· 
first grade, "I have been hearing this same stuff for six years 
and I am tired of it!" After a period of six years, when the 
older students should have a full six years designed to meet 
their needs, they would have had an equivalent of one 
school year! This is how we keep Christians "babes in 
Christ." 

A highlight in the modern denominational Sunday school 
movement was the development of the Uniform Bible Les
sons. This literature was adapted to provide a systematic ap
proach to the lesson and the Bible. 

As the restoration of the Lord's church progressed, it also 
adopted the Sunday school and eventually the uniform lesson 
system. Further progress was made when graded Bible school 
literature was produced for children. This was an attempt to 
put Bible teaching on the level of the child, thus more spe
cifically meeting the needs of each age level. Unfortunately, 
non of these efforts has been designed to equip the Church 
to win the lost. The only personal work that seems to have 
been almost universally practiced has been one prompted 
by contempt for the lost, not love, which attitude is reflected 
in the often made statement, "If you are not a member of the 
Church of Christ, you are going to hell." I am not discussing 
what is truth and what is error, but this unholy attitude of 
contempt. 

A Graded Adult Bible School 
Just as graded literature for children helped meet more 

specifically their needs, there is a need today for a graded 
adult Bible study· program. 

Class on Person to Person Teaching 
If we could agree that II Tim. 2:2, 24 and Heb. 5:12 teach 

that the normal process of spiritual growth should lead to 
having the knowledge and skills to teach others, then we 
could agree that teaching every Christian the need and 
know-how to win souls should be a regular part of the 
Church's teaching program. Paul exhorted Timothy to, "Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ... for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee" (I Tim. 
4:16). Since there are two periods set aside for organized 
Bible study, one can be addressed to preparation of self and 
the other to teaching others. This discussion considers only 
one period. 

Class for New Converts 
A special curriculum should be designed for new converts 

for a prescribed length of time. There could be two classes 
in the larger congregations, one for young people and one 
for adults. As soon as certain individuals are ready they 
should be placed in a new personal evangelism class that 
would start them from the beginning. Another approach 
would be to have this group in a personal evangelism class 
at the Midweek Bible Study, while they are in a new con
verts class on Sunday. 
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-Unique Opportunity Threatened-
Q.Js It possible for one·tbird of 

all tbe world's people, in coun· 
tries like Cbina and tbe Soviet 
Union, to be witbin broadcast 
range of tbe gospel every day? 

A. They can be, provided construc
tion on the World Christian 
Broadcasting Alaskan radio sta
tion can be completed on 
schedule. 

• The Federal Communications Commis
sion Issued a construction permit for the 
station May 13, 1982. 

• Construction on the station began In July 
1982 and will require 12 months to com
plete. 

• A 100,000 watt transmitter and two 
powerful antennas are being manufac
tured for use at the Alaska station and 
can be delivered on schedule in early 
1983. 

• Initial broadcasts will be In Chinese (Man
darin dialect) and In Russian. Program
ing will be ready to begin dally broad
casts in July 1983. 

But tbis unique opportunity i~ threatened ••• 
Due to unavoidable delays in funding some pledges for capital gifts, 
and because of inflation, additional capital gifts of $1 million are need
ed by December 31, 1982 to insure that the station is completed by Ju
ly 1983. 

~ •• Your belp is needed to avert possible delay I 
Christians In more than 380 churches of Christ have sent special contributions of $302,000. Some 
congregations have enabled members to send more than one special contribution. Your members 
are Invited to help eliminate the threat to this unique opportunity in world evangelism. Send con
tributions to: World Cbristian Broadcasting - Box 385 7 - Abilene, Texas 79604. For .additional In
formation, write, or call (915) 698-0695. Contributions are tax-deductible. 

,--------------------------------------------------
', World Cbrlstian Broadcasting I 

Box 3857 1 

: Abilene, Texas 79604 1 

: D Our special contribution for this vital effort Is enclosed. I 
: D We plan a (another) special contribUtion for World Christian Broadcasting (date) I 
t D Send Information on how we can help support workers in this effort who will be "mls- I 
\ slonarles to millions." · 1 

I
I D Send Information on how we can help broadcast messages from the Word of God dally into I 
I China and the Soviet Union. 1 

I Name Phone I 
I Address 1

1 

I I 
I City State Zip 1 

'-------------------------------------------------~ 
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THE DANGER SIGNALS Of APOSTASY 
(Continued from page 3) 

we must be confident and uncompro
mising in matters of faith and righteous
ness (Gal. 2:11-21). 

When you no longer have firm con
victions and cannot stand for the truth 
to be preached boldly and with applica
cation to real life situations, a serious 
warning signal is in evidence. 
Absence of Concern for Others. 

The hallmark of Christianity is agape, 
i.e., self-giving concern for other peo
ple. "let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the inter
ests of others" (Phil. 2:4). Christians care 
about the spirtiual well-being of people 
around us (d. Rom. 10:1; Gal. 6:2). We 
care about the poor, imprisoned, sick, 
and needy (Acts 4:36-37). 

To be looking outside one's own nar
row interests for the sake of helping 
and saving another is the nature of love. 
To discover that one has begun to judge 
every situation selfishly and with a view 
to personal fulfillment or aggrandize
ment is to be warned that apostasy 
could be in the offing (d. 1 Cor. 13:3). 

Conclusion 
An isolated and short-term appear

ance of one of these signals does not 
mean that one has fallen away from 
Christ. The believer's security is greater 
than that. Hoarseness doesn't necessarily 
mean cancer; one should get alarmed, 
however, if it doesn't clear up quickly. 
Failing to read the Bible for a few days 
or being critical of someone doesn't 
necessarily mean apostasy; the per
sistence of the problem over any length 
of time, however, is cause for serious 
concern. 

If you see danger signals in your 
spiritual life, do the bold and coura
geous thing. Seek the Great Physician, 
and get back on the road to health and 
wholeness. His compassion, knowledge, 
and power never fail to bring about 
healing. · 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 
37212 

DEFINING THE CHURCH 

(Continued from page 4) 

tian in the way it teaches, let the lord 
add us to the church, and then refuse 
to join anything? Can I be a Christian, a 
member of the body of Christ, without 
being in any denomination 1 If the early 
disciples could, why can't 11 Surely, such 
is possible today even in this twentieth 
century. Now, if it would be possible 
for one person to become a C-hristian 
without JOining a denomination, then, 
of course, several could. And if several 
should become Christians and start 
meeting together to worship God in a 
congregation, what denomination would 
that be? Does meeting together make 
them a denomination? Surely not! 

Yes, we can be Christians and Chris
tians only-nothing more, nothing less. 
That is the way it was in New Testa
ment times. And if such were possible 
then, it is J>ossible now. The church of 
Christ is undenominational. 

Oklahoma Christian College 

John. Waddey, 6608 Beaver Ridge 
Road, Knoxville, TN 37921, Aug. 31: I 
have recently conducted meetings at 
Carthage, TN; Radford, VA (laurel Hill 
Church); Plattsmouth, NE; Keenesburg 
and Commerce City, CO. Four were bap-

tized and 5 asked for prayers. With the 
beginning of our fall term of the East 
Tennessee School of Preaching and Mis
sions, 17 excellent young men are en
rolled. We serve the eastern part of the 
nation, which is yet a vast mission field. 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 

Contact 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947-5403 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single $45.65 Family $118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box8779 

Bill Minick, CLU 

Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 
Write or call for details. 
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BIBLE OBEDIENCE 
(Continued from page 6) 

to go to heaven, does that mean he 
"deserves it"? 

This is where the jews stumbled. They 
thought their obedience to the Law of 
Moses was going to save them, there
fore they rejected jesus and his grace. 
Are we any less legal istic and mis
taken if we trust in ou r abilities to obey 
the Law of Christ (I Cor. 9:21)? Yes, we 
are under a law today, one of l iberty 
(James 1 :25) and that law of the Spirit 
of life in Chri st jesus (Romans 8:2). But 
these are the instructions for children 
of God to use in mo lding themselves 
into the likeness of jesus Christ (that 
process we call "sanctifica tion"). 

Our obedience, whether it is to the 
fai th, or to Christ's law, is not the cause 
of our salvation. It may be the basis or 
response on which such can be done by 
jesus, but it is not the cause. And, we 
should not trust in such to save us, nor 
teach our people to do so. 

Obedeince is an essential. Let not 
any rebel-minded person take comfort 
in what is being said, for one must obey 
Christ. Initially, it will allow Jesus to 
wash us in his blood. In the continuing 
sense, it will help to mold us into his 
likeness. 

Yet, accurate Bible students will keep 
on trusting in jesus and his death for us, 
not in one's ab il ities to obey w ithout 

flaw the instructions of that Savior. There 
will rarely, if ever, be a time when 
preachers ought not to emphasize obedi
ence. It must be taught and taught and 
taught, for the world is disobedient. 
But, in all this teaching, let it be also 
clearly seen that our ultimate and com
plete trust is in him, his blood, and his 
power to save. 
Box 27312, Denver, CO 80227 

FOGARTYS CELEBRATE 50 YEARS 
j ohn P. "Jack" Fogarty and Zeolah 

Buell, Calle Genera life K-12, Park Gar
dens, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00926, 
were married Sept. 7, 1932, in Wichita, 
Kansas. Oct. 3, 1982, has been set for 
relatives and friends to celebrate w ith 
them the "Golden" Anniversary of that 
union. 

A reception will be held at 2 P.M., 
Oct. 3, 1982, in the convention faci li
ties of the Hollidome Inn, San Angelo. 

Brother Fogarty, a Chaplain during 
W.W. II and a lifelong evangelist, will 
preach during the morning worship hour 
of San Ange lo's Ninth and Main, Church. 
The Fogartys have led in the establish
ment of the Park Gardens Church of 
Christ, Park Gardens Academy, and 
Caribbean Christ ian College in Rio Pie
dras, a subu rb of San juan, Puerto Rico. 

They plan to extend by several years 
the work now in progress, thus adding 
to the impressive number of CCC 

r~·_.------;;~:a;~:~::.~~:;~:c:s:i·:~~~;~·_.------~~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 28ll Colwnhine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Need11 ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 ~ 

,.. .......... ____ ~------....,...------------------r ___ ._._.._._,_·--·-·---·---------h~--- ---- -· 
CUSHIONS FOR 

CHURCH PEWS 
Reversible or attached. 

Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

I 
; J 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Tesu 78059 , ------·---.. -------·-· _____ ::e.~l ~-645·9z:s __ _ 
-~ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOl OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or·write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT -AUGUST 30, 1982 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 
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trained preachers and Bible teachers, as 
well as churches, already scattered 
throughout the islands of the Caribbean. 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
time minister arid would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons, please write to 
Tape Ministry 1 Churc h of 
Christ I 824 W. Pipeline Rd. 1 

Hurst, Texas 76053. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

BOOKS BY 
TED CLINE 

Searching for Real Christianity. 
During its first five months this 
little book influenced at least thirty 
souls to obey the gospel. Also ex
cellent as a 13-lesson study gu ide 
for teenage and adu lt classes. $2.50 
each; one dozen, $25 postpaid . 

Sermons That Live: 50 Complete 
Outlines. Very practical. $4.95 . 

Questions for "Jehovah's Witness
es." Revised 4th edition. Th is has 
helped thousands from falling into 
the subtle deceptions of Watch
tower dogmas. $1 .50 per copy. 
Order from: 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ... CALL NOW 

TEXAS 1-800-252-9103 
Others 1-800-531-5227 

(p lease add 10% for postage) 
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Communion ware of ~nsurpassed quality 

~very piece of ~r t ist i c's. con:mun i o~ wa1:e is perfectly propor
tJJned for ease In hand lmg, JS luxunous 1n we1ght and durably 
constructed to give many years of serv ice. Each inte rl ock ing tray 
holds 40 easily reached glasses, and bread plates are conve
niently self-stacking. 

Available in: 
QUALITY METALS: an extra meas ure of beauty. perfection. durability. 

• BRASS 
•CHROME 
•SILVER PLATE 

ECONOMY METALS: beautiful. yet moderately priced. 
• SILVER-TONE ALUMINUM 
• BRASS-TONE ALUMINUM 
• POLISHED ALUMINUM 

ITEM BRASS t. CHROME! SILVER PLATE! 

A Communion 
tray 12" dia. RW·400BR $64.00 RW-400CH $90.00 RW·400SP $125.00 

B Communion 
Cover 11" dia. RW·401BR $42.00 RW·401CH $63.00 RW-401SP $80.00 

C Communion 
Base 12 :r.~" dia. RW-402BR $35.00 RW-402CH $53.00 RW-402SP $70.00 

D Bread Plate 
Cover 6o/.," dia. RW-403BR $39.00 RW·403CH $58.50 RW-403SP $62.00 

E Bread Plate 
(stacking) 10" dia. RW-404BR $46.00 RW-404CH $69.00 RW-404SP $85.00 

F Bread Plate 
10" dia. RW-405BR $24.75 RW-405CH $37.00 RW-405SP $54.00 

Wonder Washer (Patented) 

~~tai 
' 

-
Washes 40 glasses in seconds, 
quickly, easily, safely. 
RW-511 for Revell-ware 
and Sudbury trays $22.00 
RW-512 for Broadman, 
Judson, Wearever and 
Westminster t rays $22.00 

COMMUNION GLASSES: t 
Crystal glasses of the finest quality. 
RW-441-%," high $6.50 per doz. 
RW-66 1-5/s" high $6.50 per doz. 
Firm Foundation Disposable 
Communion Cups $13.95 per thousand 

SILVER-TONE BRASS-TONE POLISHED 
ALUM INUM! ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM t 

RW-500A $22.25 RW-500AB $22.25 RW-500 $18.75 

RW-501A $21.25 RW-501AB $21.25 RW-501 $17.75 

RW-502A $16.25 RW-502AB $16.25 RW-502 $13.75 

RW-503A $15.75 RW-503AB $15.75 RW-503 $13.75 

RW-504A $21.25 RW-504AB $21.25 RW-504 $19.25 

RW-505A $16.25 RW-505AB $16.25 RW- !;05 $13.75 

Order from FIRM FOUNDA~ION PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 



ROBERTS NAMED OUTSTANDING 

Keith Roberts, preacher for the Lord's 
church in Calhoun, La., has been elected 
to Outstanding Young Men of America 
for 1982. 

Keith is a native of Meridian, Miss. He 
graduated from the White's Ferry Road 
School of Preaching, Alabama Christian, 
and also attended Harding Graduate 
School. 

He has preached for local congrega
tions in Louisiana and Arkansas since 
1975. He's also a great-grandson of the 
late j. A. Copeland, pioneer gospel 
preacher in south Arkansas in the early 
1900's. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Pt·eachet·s, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ... DO WE Q r\LIFY? 

100% underwr~ting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify ! 

Please send FREE informa tion. 
w e n eed funds to bui ld! 

;;, 
c: 
0 

< 
ui 
:i 

---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION-.... ~· r. 
::! 

C ll)' 

N an H.' 

A ddress 

smrc Zip 

-g I lndlViduHI'~ run( lio n In congrcgarlo n 
AFFILIATED MANAGERS. INC. 

5408 BELL · P.O. BOX 7648 
AMARILLO. TEXAS 791 09·0648 

(806) 352·5603 

"Churc h Finan c ing 
is our business" 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

I": I 

~~------~--~----~------5 1 NiHil<' uf ron!l'l'l(ill lo n - , 
I Ph. Nus. --------------------
1 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear-plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing- saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 



c L A S s I F I E D 
AdYertialn.r in thla .oction f1.10 per line. n .. tpod espec:laU7 to accommodate eon•n•atlon• 

aclnrtlaln• meetin• placea, pnacben aeekin• work or con•rqadona aecldne preacben. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MIDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE CROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) S89-772S (day) or 
589·2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preachin~r-¥eraonal Evangeliam-Hiuions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's trainin~r" 
Leonard H. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEBN, TmXAII 

l:louthslde Church of Chrlat 1506 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
Ut-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. 4: 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OBATHA.M. l'f. ~ •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., O'l9ZS. NORTHERN NEW J'lllRSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-136-6810 or 
201-635-2681. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OBRIST, 1'100 Do Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatiYea or frienda in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 8i4, Ancborap. Alaaka 99510. 
Phono 272-7584 o:.:r......=-84:..;4:...-5::..7:...:1..::9:...• ----=--=-,......,===--

BAY ABBA IOIIOOL 01" PRBACHIKG 
11100 Dllt.Ua Read 

Plea•aatoa. CaUfo ... la NI5GG 
Jame• W. Fer&'u•on. Sr., Dlreotor 

Now-woRSH~ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Alu, 
Chureli of Christ, d47 JlaUaala !(a,, Kapaa, Hawaii 
86746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12&h and Boonr StrMta 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.H. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Lowla Frlaby, 714-121-2581: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
--------~M~E=T=R~O~-~DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evanatellat 
BREWER. ILUNB-2CI Center St.. V .F. W. Ball. 
Sunday claues, 10:16; Wonbip, 11:00. Phone 201· 
989-2519, or 8111-:CIBI. Vlaitma Wt~lcomo. Write about 
newcomen to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :=oc5 &. llor ... a AYe.. 
U.S. 460 Ea•t Oppo•lte K-Hart. OHiee 4ft'• 
011. RobbJ' Wade. IIIIa. 418-40CSCS. 

DEllfVER. COLORADO 80J28 
I.AKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

466 So. Youn.rfte14 Ct. 
Telo.: 981-10J4 

See Yellow Pages For Service Tlmea 
'l'ranslation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. Ir interested, rontact Steve Ber~rman, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 691, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-8551." 
.aTTN. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. ••E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 a: 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wt!d. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625·2700 for 
times and place of services. 
The West End congregation of Winnipeg, with 40 mem
ben In a city of 500,000 and only one sister congrega· 
tlon, is seeking a full-time evangelist to work in this 
exciting mission field. A mature penon with leadenhlp 
qualities and a desire to work Is required. Send resume 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R3C287. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING counes by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuellto Navajo Children's 
Home is accepting applications for houseparents and 
rellef-houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical Insurance, retirement Insurance, va
cation and days off. For additional Information and 
Jppllcation forms contact roe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or cal 1-SOS-863-5530. 

WHEN YOU VISIT THE 8! WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Christian home. Reasonable ratea. For 
more information call 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Bcllfield Rd., Knoxville,. Tenn. 
87922. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing anct utilities fur· 
nished, allowance paid for each child In care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or write, 
larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
WHO ARE WEJ revival meetings; edifies/motivates; no 
charge; illustrated on slides; contact W. F. Parker, 302 
Quail Ave., Sebring, Fl 33870. 

The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to retire from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
Ingful and productive In serving Christ. located In a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
Nat1onal Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) S86-4SS7. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth oriented attitude 
for a congregation In Grand Island, Nebraska. The 
Church in Grand Island has grown from an average 
attendance of 60 to a 135 average In the past two 
vears. Our goal is to continue this growth pattern In 
the future. If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Box 433, Cairo, Nebraska 68824. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYJ 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (C. M. KEMPER) for Info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691·3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT. Wayne Stephena, 
P.O. Box 285, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801. 
\' UJIA. ARIZ .. 651 W. 28tla St. SundaJ'-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. SU-3760 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide minister's home Including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church building, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and ref· 
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Streeti Mel
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would a so be 
desireable. 
EVANGELIST WANTED: The church at Wayland, Michi· 
gan is seeking an evangelist. A two-year old congrega
tion with an average attendance of 35. Have $18,600.00 
per year in support raised. Active personal worker with 
a love for the lost a must. Contact Church of Christ, 
Box 421, Wayland, Ml 49348, or call Doug Kennedy at 
616/792-9541. 
VISITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLEl Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wednes· 
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1·40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 61S-376-9230; 376·779S: 376-5706. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664. 

FOR SALE: First Mortgage Bonds 14%. Compound 
Interest. Dated January 1, 1982. For prospectus: Call 
(617) 775-6572 or (617) 775·5178. Write: Cape Cod 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 727, Hyanis, MA 02601. 
W H REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather aamplea and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Tau 79604. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITYl Want to stay in a Christian 
Homel Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
~~~·2!g~sf-i9.Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, Auburn, California is In need of a 
full-time preacher. Must be mature, qualified and ex
perienced in pulpit and personal work, between 40 and 
6S yean of age. With some outside support and capable 
of building a congregation. Send resume and photo to 
Box 571, Auburn, CA 95063. 
FOR SALE: Used Millennia! Harbinger Set. 41 Vols. Call 
Bob Jackson (512) 931.-27'23. 
POSITION WANTED-Aggressive plant manager with 
P&l responsibility desires association with Christian 
principals. Graduate ACU BS Chemistry. Experienced 
m manufacturing, purchasing, labor relations, engineer
ing. Phone for resume. 312-968-5262. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Self supporting minister looking for small congregation 
within 1SO miles of Houston or Austin. If Interested 
please call or write Alfred Pehl, 3227 Sycamore 
Springs, Kingwood, TX 77339. Phone 1-713-358-784S. 
HELP: small mission congregation building first meet
Ing house is in need of pews. If you can help please 
contact Storrs Rd. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 87, 
Mansfield Center, Conn. 06250. Phone 1·203-4S6-2367. 

INVB8TIGATEI Tbe Firm FouadatloD 
tria to •ereea ad-.ertlalas. aacl will aot 
lalowlatriT take que•tloaat.le adverti•IDJr. 
But It Ia tlae reade ... • re•poa•lblllty to Ia• 
•e•tlpte. Like aDT otlaer paper, we •ome
tlme• UJlWittiDKIJ' ruD lUI UDWOrtlaT ad. 
b tlae old •aJ'IDK Koe•• t.efore J'OD IDYe•t. 
la•e•tlsatel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

~.·,:1~· ~.~·~~~~.··. ! ; 

\' . ~ 
. ~. ,. :I 

·- }, ·. I L,L-!.' 

Florence, AL 35.630 
205-766-6610 

POR.INPORMA110N CONTACI': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIREC'IOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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ELDERS. PREACHERS. MISSIONARIES. CHRISTIANS 

THE SUNSET 
WORLD EVANGELISM FORUM 

"AND THERE THEY PREACHED 
THE GOSPEL" 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
LECTURES OCT. 17-20 

BROADWAY YOUTH SEMINAR 
OCT. 21-22 

OCT. 
22-24 
1982 

FRIDAY- October 22. 1982 P .M. 

5:00P.M. Keynote: And Thtrt Thoy Prtachtd The Go1pel 
-Reuel Lemmone. Au1tin, Texae 

7:00 P.M. 

7:15 P.M. 

7:45P.M. 

P RELIMINARIES 

In Poland - Whtrt The Church /1 Now Frte 
-Michael DaYt'idow. Wanaw, Poland 

In Cuba- PTOClGmc.twn Undu Rcuolut,on 
-Fernando Oliver, Havana, Cuba 

SATURDAY- October 23. 1982 A.M. 

9:00A.M. SONGS AND PRELIMINARIES 

9:15A.M. 

9:45 

!0:15 A.M. 

10:30 A.M. 

11:00 A.M. 

11 :30 A.M. 

12:00 P.M. 

In Scotland- Cradle of Ru toration-Alex Strachen, Glenratheo, Scotland 

In Auotralia- The Church Down Undtr 
-Ron Bainbridge, Midland, Weot Auotralia 

BREAK FOR COFFEE 

In Korea - The Church Of The Open Door-Tao Whon Lee, Stoul Korea 

HERE AM I 

In Canada- Tht World In Minature- Murry Smith, St. Cathorin ... Onl8rio 

NOON BREAK 

SATURDAY- October 23. 1982 P.M. 

1:30 P.M. In New Zealand - Whtre The Church &11in1 Allain 
-Peter Craig, Ta ruanga , New Zealand 

2:00P.M. 

2:30P.M. 

3:00P.M. 

3:30P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

7:15P.M. 

7:45P.M. 

In Japan - The Cau.u Strugglt• For Su.rt:iuoi-Tokuchi Uz.a. Okinawa 

In Mexico- Our Ntsl«Ud Brother• 
-Jooo Eligio Gonzalu. Guadelajora, Mexico 

In Dominican Republic- Among The Nat;on• In Turmoil 
-Sillidet Matol', Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

SECTIONAL MEETING 

SINGING AND PRELIMINARIES 

In South A/rica - Wh ort Th o Church Stru1111lel Among The Racu 
- Peter Manuel . Capetown. South Africa 

A.I.M. GRADUATION 

8:10P.M. In Niaeria - Where Euongeli1m Flouriohe1-Etim Aauque, Lagoo, Nigtria 

SUNDAY - Octobtr 24, 1982 

8:00 A.M. In Singapore - Gateway To Th~ Ori~nt-Henry Kong, Singapore 

9:00 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 

5:00P.M. 

FEATURES: 

In Italy- Opportunitttl \Vhtrt Romanit m Ihcay• 
- Jtalo Mineetroni , Bologna , Italy 

In Ireland - Strug11lu In The Shadow 0{ Strife-Tony Coffey, Dubli.n,lreland 

In Bra%il - Tht Ntw Frontitr-Severino di Souza, Sao Paulo, BraDJ 

' Stotuo report on the P"'lr"'H of tho Goo pol around the World 
'The Miuion Church opoako to tho S.nding Church 
• Banquet (or Eldera, Mie•ionariee, Preachera a nd Christian• with Reuel Lemmon• 
keynoting the theme of the Forum 

• Youth Forum duigned t.o tap the unused ruourcee o( the young (or evongelism 
•Every church prea.ently involved in mission work in a ny of the nations featu red on the 
program need to tend a delegation or eldert and/ or miuion committee to gain information 
and iruight . 
•Excitement for World J:: vangeliam ia urgently needed in our brotherhood- for evangelism 
i 1 the number one rea.an for our existence 01 a church 
•Housing provided for all out of town gue1U in the home o( Sunset membera 
•Noon meal on Saturday provided by the Sun1et congngation 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT 

SUNSET CHURCH ot CHRIST 
3723 34th ST. LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79410 Ph. 806/792-51 9 1 
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EUROPEAN LECTURESHIP SPEAKERS who appeared on the 
1982 Program in Mannheim, West Germany where over two 
hundred missionaries and their famil ies met for a week of 
stu.dy and fe.llow~hip. Pic~u red from left to right: Gottfried 
Rerc.hel,. Davrd Rrvorre,. Brll Yo~ng, Ann Young, Bob Grigg, 
Jackre Grvens, Randy Grvens, Wrll Goodheer, Joe Nisbet, Ann 
E~um, Barbara McDonough, ludwig Klinke, Jack Exum, Vurel 
Vrck, Eugene Clevenger, Mark Woodward, Hugh Mingel, Bill 
McDonough, Doug Allison. 

Austin, Texas, October 12, 1982 
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GJUoria/ 

Candlestick Churches 

It ought not to be hard to think of the church as a 
candlets"t ick. Jesus said, "Ye are the light of the world." 
That is what a church should be in its community. If it 
is such a light it w ill grow and nothing can stop it. 
We do ourselves a great injustice when we give up hope 
and begin to accentuate our faults aod failures and 
shortcomings. We ought to be interested in spending 
our energies on our potential and possibilities. 

Man is made for eternity. His remarkable ability to 
transcend space and matter, and t ime in his mentai and 
spiri tual makeup is evidence of that. He was not made 
for th is world but for an infinite sphere. Many have 
comm itted their whole lives to causes that w ill be dead 
before they are. What a pity ! Issues are so short li ved. 

There are things more important than issues. The 
church has terrib le enemies from the outside-atheism, 
materialism, moderni sm. But our greatest enemies are 
on the inside of us. 

Personally we are sort of anxious to get to heaven. 
The f irst th ing we will do is subscribe to the celestial 
scandal sheet. We are anxious to know w hich colleges 
are liberal, which preachers are unsound and w hose 
ph ilosophy is crosswise. 

Then, we are going to make the rounds of the re
deemed and f ind out w hat the latest issues are. And 
we w ill relish hearing them tell us that they don' t get 
anything out of the assembly, and that the preacher 
always preaches on the negative. And we wi ll probably 
be able to f ind out just w ho it is that is carrying on a 
campaign beh ind Peter's back to get him fired and to 
hire a new key-keeper. It ought to be fun! 

Seriously, we have a great heritage in the Restoration 
Movement. It was not born of pessim ism and despai r. 
It had much of the same enthus iasm in its early days that 
the early church had following Pentecost. Its leaders 
thought they could, and would, convert the world. In
stead of catechising prospective converts they spent 
their time te lling hopeless people the good news. The 
simplicity of God 's plan for red eeming the race lent it
se lf to their type of preaching. They converted masses 
of people and pretty well left them to please God as 
each understood his own Bible. That sems to be the 
way it w as in the beg inning. The Jerusa lem conference 
was very gracious toward its gentile brethren. Let us 
require a bare m inimum of them, they concluded-that 
they absta in from idolatry, forn ication, from things 
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strangled and from blood. This conci liatory gesture was 
communicated to the church in Antioch. How d ifferent 
from us: we exclude from our fellowsh ip those who 
drink from more than one container or support an 
orphan 's home out of the treasury. 

The great battle is joined between the forces of the 
Devil and the forces of God. We need every ally we 
can get. They may not be as perfect, or as doctrinally 
pure, as any of our sub-groups think themselves to be, 
or as they ought to be, but they are not the mortal 
enemies that hedonists are. 

If we have failed it is because we have neg lected 
to point out, and trust in, the mighty power of God and 
have put our trust in our own watchdogs. We must be 
careful not to trust self reliance to the po int where we 
are not God-re liant enough. The church must come into 
touch w ith the vital force of th is unive rse. He is a per
son. He communicates. He leads. He causes our light to 
shine. He commands. He rewards. In him we live and 
move and have o ur very being. It is a responsibi li ty no 
man has either the strength or the wisdom to handle to 
keep the brotherhood in line. Let God to whom the 
brotherhood claims it owes its allegiance keep it in 
line. If members of the church no longer fee l close to 
God we should remember that he is not the one w ho 
has moved. 

Every congregation should strive to be a candlestick 
church. Any congregation in local d is-array w ill have its 
light under a bushel. Every local house must be set in 
order that the light may shine. If we have no local pride 
in our own reputation, we owe it to the God we serve to 
eliminate the things that constantly keep our light f rom 
shining. We will answer to God in Judgement if we 
don't. 

The congregation must intentionally concern i tself 
w ith the application of the gospel message to the sinful 
world. The essential truth of the message must take 
precedence over everything, and an irenic sp irit must 
characterize its presentation. The way a tree grows is 
largely determin ed by the soil it grows in. The way a 
light shines depends largely upon the oi l that feeds the 
wick. The health of a congregation, and the beauty of 
the light i t sheds, is determ ined largely by the sp iri t that 
characterizes its preaching of the gospel to the lost, and 
its interest in the salvation of sinners. Th is is the essence 
of the church's being. It must be a cand lestick church, 
or else i t shall be removed. 
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Christianity Is Lawful in China 
(Under specified government conditions) 

GEO.S. BENSON 

It was my lot to be the first mis
sionary from the churches of Christ to 
China. I arrived there in September of 
1925 and with the exception of one visit 
back to the States remained there for 
eleven years. In 1933 the Canton Bible 
School was built and continued to func
tion until 1949 when Mao Tse-tung the 
dedicated Communist, took over co~trol 
of China and drove out all missionaries 
and closed all churches and took over 
all church property and also closed-up 
the temples belonging to the Chinese 
religions. 

China however, has gone through 
considerable change in the last five 
years. As a result of my visit there last 
year it was my prediction that they 
would shortly legalize the propagation 
of the Christian religion agam in China. 
It seemed to me I could see steps very 
definitely bein gtaken in that direction. 
Well, that now has happened and the 
government has affirmed that "Chris
tianity is lawful in China." This year I 
was again back to China for three weeks, 
that during the month of July. This gave 
me opportunity to gather still more con
v.ic!i?~S and in~ormation ~~out. the pos
S1b1ht1es of agam evangehzmg m Cllina. 
It was my privilege to have a one hour 
visit with Dr. Wu, the Head of the De
partment of Education for the People's 
Republic of China. This means he has 
a strong voice in the educating of nearly 
a fourth of the world's population. He 
said very firmly and specifically: "no 
foreigners will again be allowed to own 
or operate schools in China. If the 
Christian religion is propagated again in 
China it must be don~ by Chinese peo
ple-not by foreigners." 

There are evidentlv hundreds of thou
sands of people in China who call them
selves Christians. I suppose there were 
forty or fifty or more different denomi
nations who had mission work going on 
in China before the Communist take
over. These missionaries, of course, 
were all driven out and all of the Chi
nese Christians were driven under
ground. They were ordered on penalty 
of death not to attempt to propagate 
the Christian religion either publicly or 
privately. Some of the good Christians 
that I personally knew were killed be
cause they didn't believe the Chinese 
government would really do that .but it 
actually did. Those who went on preach
ing after the warning were simply shot 
and killed. 

When I saw the Buddhist temples re
opened however, in China last year I 
predicted that was done in preparation 
for legalizing the Christian religion and 
truly enough the legalizing of the Chris
tian religion has come. But no foreign 
denomination is allowed to operate as 
a forei~n denomination in China. Con
sequently, there are no Baptists, Metho
dists, Presbyterian or any other denomi-

national churches open. I visited Peking, 
Shanghai, Nanking, Kweilin, Canton and 
Hong Kong. Canton, however, is a very 
g??d ex~mple. It was my privilege to 
v1s1t agam the grounds of the Canton 
Bible School and found the buildings 
now serving as offices for the Commu
nist government and found the orphan
age . that we formerly operated there 
servmg to house a government school. 
YV_as able to spend two hours talking 
w1th H. K. Leung who laboured with me 
during the years I was there in the Can
ton Bible School. He is now 89 years 
old. Two of his sons are married. They 
and their wives and their children are 
living in the same house with H. K. 
Leung and his wife which is quite in 
keepi_ng with Chinese custom. They 
descnbed for me the situation with re
gard to the Christian religion in Canton. 
They said: "There are three Protestant 
churches open in Canton, one in the 
northern part of the city, one in the 
cen.tral part of the city and one in the 
southern part of the city. Each of these 
must be looked upon as 'a People's 
Church.' Another name is a 'Christianity 
Church.' But each of them is open to all 
of the people who call themselves 
'Christian' and wish to come. From two 
to four hundred people are attending 
at each one of them." 
W~en I was there fifty years ago the 

Bapt1sts had the most extensive work in 
Canton but there is no Baptist Church 
open now and there will be none ac
cording to Chinese directives. There will 
be no denominational church opened. 
The Christian religion in China is going 
to take the form of a Chinese operated 
and controlled and directed religion. It 
was believed that more than half of the 
people wearing the name 'Christian' also 
had a Bible. They were allowed to 
choose from among themselves some
one to serve as the preacher or teacher. 
They are allowed to have Bible study. 
They are allowed to have additional 
meetings beside the ones on Sunday. 
But I was told that two Communist ob
servers must be present at every service. 
In Canton there are also two Catholic 
Churches open for Catholic people. 
Each of them is open to any people who 
in any way carry the name "Catholic." 
They likewise, have observers as do the 
Protestants at their meetings. 

This pretty well tells the story as you 
would find it throughout China. I was 
told of only one church in Nanking. That 
city, I remembered well because I vis
ited a very beautiful campus controlled 
by the Methodist Church in 1930. It was 
a college with the emphasis on train
ing Christian leadership. When I was 
there last year it was a school being 
used for the indoctrination of govern
ment leaders under the Communist 
regime in China. There were however, 
two Methodist Bishops from America 

th':re at that time negotiating with the 
Chmese government. Now, it is reported 
that the Nanking University has been 
reopened for Christian Protestant train
ing of ~eadership. That doesn't mean 
there Will be an American missionary 
there to help with the teaching· it is 
probable there will only be chinese 
teachers as Mr. Wu explamed to me. In 
Shanghai, it is reported there are five 
Protestant churches open and two in 
Peking and I assume you would find 
t~t;m scattered over the country in other 
CitieS. 
How Can We, Under These Conditions 

Do Missionary Work in Chinal ' 
We must recognize that the teaching 

in China is going to be done by Chinese 
probably for a long time. We may fur~ 
ther realize however, that the Ctlinese 
government probably doesn't care much 
about the actual doctrine in these 
churches. Among a number of the de
nominations in China there was a great 
amount of liberalism at the time 1 was 
there fifty years ago. I assume it be
came worse as years went on. But I am 
told there is quite a movement among 
the Chinese at the present time to make 
the Bible the one standard for doctrine 
with no other creed and no other stan
dard. I am told that in these Protestant 
c_hurc~es they are ablt; to practice bap
tism m accordance w1th the wishes of 
the candidate. He might be sprinkled or 
he might be immersed, as he might 
choose. I understand the Lord's Supper 
is at very irregular times, probably not 
more often than three or four times a 
year. It is my assumption there would 
be no objection to teaching regarding 
the purpose of baptism or the mode of 
baptism or the frequency of serving the 
Lord's Supper as long as it met the will 
of the people who were involved. But 
I didn't see any indication that they are 
going to be able to open different 
churches for the ones who immerse and 
the ones who sprinkle; they are going 
to have to get along all in one group 
and whatever Christian beliefs people 
hold will be their private property and 
will be apparently of no concern to the 
governmetnt but they are going to get 
along together. 

A good preacher however, can often 
persuade a whole congregation to go 
along with scriptural doctrines. For in
stance, when I was there 50 years ago 
we taught a denominational preacher 
that immersion should be for the re
mission of sins. He began practicing it 
that way. I have heard him say from the 
bapistry as he was ready to baptize a 
man "I now baptize you in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit for the remission of sins and 
to make you a disciple of Jesus Christ." 
We were able to persuade him that the 
Lord's Supper should be served weekly 
rather than monthly, as they were prac
ticing it. He persuaded the Church and 
they began observing it weekly. The 
American Board then withdrew fellow
ship from that Church because of these 
changes of doctrine. But it happened to 
be a Church with a number of well-to-

(Continued. on page 11) 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

PERSON-TO-PERSON-

Are You a V.I.P.? 
CLIFTON ROGERS 

Are you a Very Important Person? While trying to be sure 
that you do not think of yourself more highly than you ought 
to think (Romans 12:3), can you honestly feel that you are a 
V.I.P.? 

No, this is not a lesson about a healthy ego, or a good self 
image-although such is very important to children and 
adults alike. It is rather a study to emphasize the telling effect 
of an adult personality upon a child, and of the older dis
ciple's influence upon the younger. Evidently, self-worth and 
self-esteem are powerful elements of Christian achievement 
and joy. We can have a living part in help~ng to bu_ild those 
qualities of character. Who was the V.I.P. m your life? Who 
is? For whom have you been? For whom are you now? 

Parents and Grandparents 

Yesteryear. Timothy, a fine young evangelist for Christ, 
had some very important people in his childhood home: 
"grandmother Lois, and mother Eunice" (2 Tim. 1 :5). Their 
unfeigned faith expressed itself to the growing boy in a v~
riety of ways. Whatever helps or hinderances came from h1s 
father, his mother and grandmother assured that he grew up 
as a boy of faith. Oh, there were some things they could not 
do-such as determining that he would be circumcised ac
cording to the jewish law-for this father was a Greek. They 
couldn't overrule the will of the head of the house, but they 
could and did rear the boy as a believer. He was different in 
one way from his jewish friends and playmates, but he was 
alike in faith and character. In spite of some limitations to 
their teaching, that mother and grandmother must have re
joiced with thanksgiving that their "little man" was growing 
up believing in the One True God. Truly this was the founda
tion for his coming to his faith of commitment to the Lord 
jesus Christ. 

Today. The apostle Paul recognized that the younger 
preacher, Timothy, was a man of faith-but he sensed that 
there was need for encouragement to greater zeal of service. 
The Holy Spirit moved him to this exhortation: "For which 
cause I put thee in remembranc~ that thou stir up the gift of 
God, which is in thee though the laying on of my hands. For 
God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of power and 
love and discipline" (2 Timothy 1:6, 7). That is a solid ad
monition within itself, but it is strengthened by being seated 
in "I thank God, whom I serve from my forefather in a pure 
conscience, how unceasing is my remembrance of thee in my 
supplications, night and day longing to see thee, remember
ing thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; having been re
minded of the unfeigned faith that is in thee; which dwelt 
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and, I 
am persuaded, in thee also" (verses 3-5). Ah, yes, reminders 
of the past can rekindle fervor and stimulate action in the 
present! How much more powerful was that exhortation 
than would have been a simple, "Timothy, think! You have 
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accepted the responsibilities of being an evangelist, so get 
with it!" Remembering Paul's trust in and prayers for him, 
remembering Paul's longing to be with him, remembering 
Timothy's own tears (when? for what? for whom?), remem
bering absolute certainty of personal faith, remembering how 
he had received and grown in that faith-yea, remembering 
some Very Important People-how he must have responded 
in love of heart and purpose of will to this call for greater 
vigor of service. 

Teachers and Preachers 

Person-to-Person. Timothy had been converted when the 
apostle Paul was in Lystra on his first missionary tour (for he 
was a disciple when Paul arrived there on his second tour, 
Acts 16:1, and was the apostle's "child in faith," 1 Tim. 1 :2). 
"The same was well reported of by the brethren that were at 
Lystra and lconium. Him would Paul have to go forth with 
him; and he took and circumcised him because of the Jews 
that were in those parts: for they all knew that his father 
was a Greek" (Acts 16:2, 3). What could so young a man, so 
inexperienced, do while on this important mission? He could 
be errand boy, he could be a helper. Yes, and he could be 
a learner and a teacher. He was truly in a school of preach
ing! Others might influence his life, but the apostle Paul 
would ever be V.I.P. Mother and grandmother had done what 
they could-but they couldn't possibly do what was afforded 
in this "advanced course." 

Helper? Assistant? Trace this fellowship in evangelism's 
great experiences-the ups, the downs, the laughter, the 
tears-and understand the influence of one life upon another. 
Later see the young preacher ministering with the church at 
Ephesus (capital city of Macedonia), 1 Timothy 1 :3ff. What a 
responsibility! What a trust! What an opportunity! That's how 
life was then, and that's how it is today. I can certainly iden
tify with that. My V.I.P. was Herman B. Gresser, new Chris
tian and rural mailcarrier at Fayetteville, Texas. It was he and 
his family who touched my life and helped build faith. It was 
they who permitted me to stay overnight in their home fol
lowing athletic contests and games (when I couldn't get back 
to our country home on my own). His interest was not in 
whether or not I'd develop into an outstanding athlete. His 
interest was in my growing up to be a Christian in a com
munity where there were so few members of the Lord's 
church. So he was wise enough and encouraging enough to 
provde opportunities for me to lead prayers, make talks, etc. 
for personal development. Often, too, there were trips to 
gospel meetings at other places. The way of the Lord be
came even dearer. It was he and Alex Wied who encour
aged me to attend Abilene Christian College. It was he who 
for years counseled and admonished. A Very Important Per
son indeed 

11lf It Hadn't Been for You." Who was that important person 
in your life? AND for whom are you a V.I.P.? Can't you just 
imagine-and don't you earnestly hope-that Timothy fol
lowed the example of the apostle Paul in discipling some 
other young Christian? So we ask the question, "What if it 
hadn't been for you?" That statement "If it hadn't been for 
you" is something used in an accusing way. Oh, but it can 
be used as a glowing compliment! "I might never have be
come a Christian IF it hadn't been for you"-1 might never 
have been a teacher-or a preacher-or an elder-or a 
deacon--etc. "If it hadn't been for you." I wouldn't be ac
tively engaged in the Lord's work today "If it hadn't been 
for you." You are my V.I.P.! 
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LESLIE LEONARD 

Paul wrote Titus, ''For this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that were wanting, and 
appoint elders in every city, as I gave thee charge!" (Titus 1:5 
ASV). I've often heard preachers and teachers, and I've done 
it myself, say that Paul left Titus in Crete to set things in 
order by ordaining elders in every church. I'm sure you've 
heard these statements: "A congregation is not in order until 
elders are appointed" or "Our congregation is now in order 
because we just appointed elders." The trouble with these 
statements is that we're misreading the verse. 

Paul did not say, " ... set in order the things that were 
wanting by appointing elders in every city." But that's the 
way we read the verse. What he said, was "set in order ... , 
and appoint elders ... " There's a lot of difference. What we 
do is mentally substitute 'by' in the place of 'and'. 'And' is a 
conjunction and 'by' is a preposition. We should observe the 
difference. We insist upon observing the 'and' in Mark 16:16 
and Acts 2:38. 

But is the difference important? It is if we see the appoint
ing of elders as the solution of all problems. Sometimes the 
congregation needs to be set in order before elders ·are 
appointed. Here's what often happens. A congregation has 
problems so it is decided that if elders are appointed the 
problem will be solved, but the problem persists, and some
times it is made worse. 

Part of the problem may be caused by over expectation of 
what elders can accomplish. Some problems can be solved 
by firing the preacher, restructuring the Sunday School, or 
withdrawal of fellowship. But what is often needed is some 
good Bible teaching that will clearly define the problem and 
lead to an acceptance or rejection of God's word. 

What happens when men are appointed to solve a prob
lem if the problem becomes a greater problem because the 
men appointed may be a big part of the problem? For exam
ple, if a congregation is extremely liberal in its relationship 
with denominational practices and associations appointing 
men as elders will probably firmly establish the congregation 
as liberal. Men who would oppose the congregations orien
tation wouldn't be selected by the congregation for appoint
ment. 

I've worked in the northern states all of my preaching ca
reer in areas where problems that originated in the 30's and 
40's still remain. Many of the congregations in this area have 
internal problems that must be solved before any progress 
can be made, and it can only be solved by some strong 
Bible preaching. 

Many of these congregations have become the personal 
property of an individual or a family. Diothrephes still has 
his disciples who confuse the best interest of the congrega
tion with their own personal interests. In such congregations 
things must be set in order by good teaching before any 
progress can be made. 

In one congregation I'm acquainted with, a woman start
ed the congregation in her home years ago. Eventually 
it moved into a rented hall, and then later into its own 
building. While this was happening her children grew up 
and became involved. For years her sons were the church's 
leaders, sometimes as elders and sometimes not elders. 
From what I've learned when a non-family member as
sumed a position of leadership conflict usually arose often 
splintering the congregation. My first contact with the con
gregation was soon after one of these attempts to retain 
family power that. had almost destroyed the congregation. 
Soon after this the last male died and two elderly sisters 
of the family took over the congregation with the apparent 
assumption that the congregation now belong to them. For 
awhile these two sisters had the oversight of the congre
gation. 

Now if this were an isolated incident it might be consid
ered a freak situation, but I've known congregations where 
grandma ran the congregation through her daughters who 
operated through their husbands and where an elder's wife 
ran the congregation through her husband. In others I've 
seen church bosses who gained their power from financial 
position, reputation, aggressiveness, and sometimes general 
unchristian behavior. Such people who are able to exercise 
power without elders will usually manage to exercise the 
same power after the elders are appointed. 

What Paul is telling Titus is to deal with the problems in 
Crete first. Some were contradicting the truth being re
bellious, empty talkers, and deceivers who were teaching for 
base gain. Some wer~ paying attention to Jewish myths and 
commandments of men. Older men and women, young men 
and women, and servants needed to be taught sound doc
trine on how to live and do good deeds that would adorn 
the doctrine. 

In one congregation I worked with the majority of the 
members were for all practical purpose, Jehovah's Wit
nesses (a very small congregation) believing and teaching 
many of the same things they teach. Under these circum
stances the congregation must be set in order before elders 
are appointed. That's what Paul is saying. 
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Probably few things today are more 
adored but less understood than the 
cross of Christ. Paul S. Minear has writ
ten, "If it is true that Jesus has never had 
a better press than today, it is also true 
that rarely has there been less knowl
edge of his commands and !~ss inclin~
tion to obey them. Recogntt1on of h1s 
greatness has served as a substitute for 
reckoning the costs of discipleship. High 
time that disciples declared a mora
torium on praise and an open season on 
a more honest study of what his de
mands require" {Commands of Christ. 
Abingdon (1972), p. 11). Nowhere is that 
counsel more acutely needed than at the 
heart of Christianity, viz., the relation
ship between the cross and discipleship. 

The Real Cross 
But the fact is that our religious 

heritage makes it extremely difficult to 
get an authentic view of the cross. 
Twenty centuries of veneration have 
taken their toll. And what is perhaps 
worse, because our notions of the cross 
are idealized and sentimentalized, our 
ideas of the way of the cross and true 
discipleship are correspondingly dis
torted. There is a world of difference 
between crucifixion and a crucifix. In 
reality death by crucifixion had nothing 
at all to do with religious jewelry. 

Therefore, before we can get a handle 
on the meaning of cross-bearing in our 
own lives we must be sure we see clear
ly what the cross meant to Jesus. What 
the way of the cross meant for him must 
be the norm for the way of the cross in 
our own discipleship. 

Ancient Crucifixion 
Prof. Matin Hengel, of Tubingen, has 

put NT scholars in his debt through his 
recent vivid account of the ancient hor
ror and revulsion over crucifixion. In 
his book, Crucifixion (Fortress, 1977 
E.T.), Hengel gathers up primary docu
ments and references from ancient sec
ular writers to demonstrate why the 
message of the cross was initially dis
missed as utter folly (see I Cor. 1 :20-
25). With great force he shows why the 
notion of a crucified Saviour-God was so 
abhorrent to ancient minds: They knew 
only too well the horror of the real 
thing. He writes, " ... for men of the 
ancient world, Greeks, Romans, bar
barians and Jews, the cross was not just 
a matter of indifference, just any kind of 
death. It was an utterly offensive affair, 
'obscene' in the original sense of the 
word" (p. 22). His ancient sources show 
that among both slave and wealthy 
classes crucifixion was considered a 
"barbaric form of execution of utmost 
cruelty . . . a matter of subjecting the 
victim to the utmost indignity" (p. 24). 
As the supreme Roman penalty it was 
reserved for "rebellious foreigners, crim
inals and robbers," and was believed 
especially appropriate as "the slave's 
punishment." It was believed to hor
rible, too humiliating for any Roman 
citizen, and therefore, they were by law 
exempted. "By the public display of a 
naked victim at a prominent place--at a 
crossroads, in the theater, on high 
ground, at the place of his crime---cru-
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The Way 
of the Cross 

JERRY HARVILL 

cifixion also represented his uttermost 
humiliation ... " (p. 87). 

Form of Crucifixion 
According to Prof. Hengel the form of 

crucifixion could vary considerably 
(p. 25), although certain features appear 
with some consistency: "It included a 
flogging beforehand, and the victim 
often carried the beam to the place 
of execution, where he was nailed to it 
with outstretched arms, raised up and 
seated on a small wooden peg" {ibid.). 
He declares that "crucifixion was a JlUn
ishment in which the caprice and sadism 
of the executioners were given full 
reign" (Ibid.). He quotes the Roman 
Seneca, "I see crosses there, not just of 
one kind but made in many different 
ways: some have their victims with head 
down to the ground; some impale their 
private parts; others stretch . out their 

. arms on the gibbet" (Dialogue 6). 
Since the summer of 1968 NT students 

have had access to skeletal remains of 
a victim of crucifixion discovered just 
north of Jerusalem near Mt. Scopus, and 
dating between late second century B.C. 
and A.D. 70 {See Dr. J. H. Charles
worth, "Jesus and Jehohanan: An Ar
chaeological Note of Crucifixion," Ex
pository Times, Feb. '78, Vol. LXXXIV. 
No. 5, pp. 147-50). The family tombs 

contained the well-preserved bones of 
35 individuals, including a man between 
24-28 years of age who had been cru
cified. According to Dr. N. Haas of the 
Department of Anatomy, Hebrew Uni
versity, "all the marks of violence on the 
skeleton resulted directly or indirectly 
from crucifixion" (ET, p. 148). The man's 
name was Jehohanan, and he was proba
bly crucified between A.D. 7 and A.D. 
66 (ibid). Examination by experts has 
shown that his arms, not his hands, were 
nailed to the cross, and that his legs had 
been pressed together, bent, and twisted 
so that the calves were parallel to the 

cross-beam (Patibulum). His feet were 
secured to the cross by ane iron nail 
driven simultaenously through both heals 
-the nail still intact in the skeleton! 
Furthermore Jehohanan evidently suf
fered the fate of the two thieves in the 
Biblical record (Jn. 19:32), since his 
right shins were shattered into slivers 
and his left ones were fractured (ET, 
p. 149). 

Reflection on the artist's sketch of 
Jehohanan's crucifixion will emphasize 
the fact of the inhuman torture of an
cient death-by-crucifixion. We cannot, 
of course, be certain Jesus was cruci
fied in a similar fashion, but it is more 
than a possibility-both were crucified 
by Romans in the same century and not 
far from the walls of jerusalem. At the 
very least we now possess empirical 
proof of the terrors of the cross at the 
time of Jesus. 

Jehohanan's torso was forced into a 
twisted position with his calves and 
thighs bent and unnaturally twisted. 
Such contortion would have generated 
fierce spasmodic muscle contractions 
and rigid cramps would have eventually 
permeated diaphragm and lungs, pro
hibiting breathing. The horrors of suf
focation in the midst of excruciating 
pain from nail wounds in arms and feet, 
are almost too great to imagine. 

Application 
I have labored this point riot out of 

morbidity but precisely because in our 
contemJ>orary insulation we are no 
longer shocked by the word of the cross; 
we no longer have a sense of the origi
nal impact of Jesus' command to "take 
up the cross daily" and follow him. He 
knew the terror of the cross; so did his 
followers. 

Nevertheless, Jesus made it clear that 
discipleship was nothing less than the 
cross-bearing life. "Then he said to them 
all: 'If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will save it'" (lk. 
9:23, 24). This imperative appears even 
sharper in the negative, "And anyone 
who does not carry his cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple" (lk. 14:27). 
There is absolutely no doubt about it: 
the way of the cross is mandatory for 
every person wishing to follow Jesus. 
Furthermore, whatever else may be said 
about the cross, these texts make it 
abundantly clear that to Jesus the cross 
was extremely costly. He links it with 
"being killed" and "losing (one's) life" 
(9:22, 24), and with sacrificing life's 
deepest human relationships (14:26-27). 
Cross-bearing may mean many things 
but it does not mean easy choices or 
cheap grace. As Dr. Francis Schaeffer 
puts it, "There are splinters in the Chris
tian's Cross." 

In its context, "Take up your cross" 
means something like "Take your life 
in your hands" or "Be prepared to 
carry your own noose around with you" 
-to run the risk of anything, even death 
itself. Now this is dangerous business
not at all a part-time affair cushioned 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Is There a God? (4) 
J . D. THOMAS 

KNOWING GOD'S WILL 

In this essay I choose to consider how to know God's will 
rather than know about God personally. As Romans 1:20 indi
cates we can know about God and his existence from nature 
and its operations. But we cannot know details about his will 
for us and how we should live. This ki nd of knowledge re
quires revelation, from his mind to our minds. The nature of 
revelation is thus our immediate concern. 

Is revelation logical, clea r, and understandable by the nor
mal human mind, o r is it mystical and subjective? Is it public 
knowledge that all men can have access to, or is it private 
and for an individual on ly? The answers to these questions 
may seem obvious and clear, but actually they are not. In 
today's world about half of the people ho ld for one view and 
half the other. Historically the battle between these two 
theories of epistemology (how we know) has been being 
fought out for about two centuries, and so we now find 
ourselves in the contemporary scene w ith many opting for 
intellect and others ho ld ing for feelings. Existentialism holds 
for the subjective approach-that God reveals himself in di
rect confrontation experiences, and not through cognit ive 
propositional statements found in a book such as the Bible. 
Brunner's illustration is famous-The dog w ho hears his Mas
ter's vo ice in the RCA ad not only hears the voice but also 
the scratchings of the disk and the creaking of the ma
chinery. In revelation the words of the Bib le are the scratch
ings and the creaking, but the Master's voice is whatever 
comes from the confrontation experience that one has at that 
moment. Karl Barth argued that th e Bible's words may pro
vide revelation if and when God chooses that they shal l, 
otherwise they reveal noth ing. 

Roman Catho lics give the Bible some credit, but it is super
seded by the church's pronouncements. The church (e.g. the 
pope) is more authoritative than the Bible, thus we get new 
insights an d requirements from time to time. 

It is very interesting that our Evangel ical friends give strong 
ilip-service to the Bibl e and even argue for its inerrancy, etc., 
but the most of them are so saturated with Ca lvinism that 
they feel that the ordinary man cannot understand the Bible 
until he has been " il luminated" by a direct operation of the 
Holy Spirit and is thus now authenticated to understand 
scripture and apply it. Billy Graham quoted a "sundial" i llus
tration, in which one could read the figures on a sundial on a 
cloudy day, but he cou ldn't te ll the time until the sun shone 
down upon it. So man can read the Bible, but gets nothing 
from it, unless and un til the Holy Spi rit acts upon him per
sonally and directly, at which time the meaning comes 
through clear and strong. This Evangelical stance, then, is a 
su bjective and a " feelings" type of revelation. 

Th e Bible claims that it is pattern revelation to the aver
age man, w ithout the need for any supernatural help or 
assistance. The word itsel f, is charged w ith a fu ll "220 vo lts" 
of spi ri tual power-and this is what inspiration means in the 
first place. We don't need inspi red help to understand an 

ins~i~ed word! Thus the scriptures are objective, public truth; 
defm1te and clear and certain as to the revelation of what 
God wan ts us to understand and to be and do. The revela
tion is often given in principles, such as "Do unto others as 
you would have them do un to you." This instruction can 
have a thousand different applications. But the revelation is 
also fou nd in specific acts, as baptism. Where details are 
given, they must be fo l lowed precisely. Immersion is re
quired, not simply some type of induction ceremony. 

That the revelation does furnish a pattern is found in sev
eral passages, as Rom. 6:17-"become obedient from the 
heart to the standard (Gr. tupon, wh ich means " mould, norm. 
or pattern"); and 2 Tim. 1 :13- "Follow the pattern of sound 
words" " model; determinative example"). 

How do we know God's w ill enough to have a val id faith? 
We must apprehend it as propositional statements of truth, 
understood by logic and reason. We must accept it as coming 
to us through reason and testimony. Romans 10:17 puts it 
succinctly." Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 
of Christ." In this we reject the subjectivities, the feelings, the 
private revelations, the "experi ences" that men have claimed 
to be the basis for them to have cogni tive knowledge that 
they are now children of God and know his wil l. 

This Biblical ''positivism," that the common man, w ith
out supernatural help, can know what he needs to know about 
God's w ill in order to become righ tly related to God and to 
be forgiven of his sins and adopted into God's spiritual 
family, in the way th e Bible teaches that such knowledge is 
to come. The many statements o f scripture praising the power 
of the word would be meaningless, unless the word itself 
did actual ly have this power. 

The word is definite and does make exclusive demands. 
We CANNOT accept Buddha or Mohammed. We must be 
BAPTIZED into Christ. The early Christians were a community 
who believed powerful facts, and thei r way of life incl uded 
defini te organ ization, worship, a plan of salvation and moral 
demands. 

It has been said that "a trusting spirit is rad ically superior 
to correctness in doctrine." Our question is, "Trust in what
A witch doctor, alcoho l, or hero in? " WHAT one believes 
makes all the di fference. To bel ieve the facts and the sig
nificance of how and why Ju lius Caesar died is not the same 
as believing in the facts and meaning of the death of Jesus 
Christ. The content of one's faith is al l important. 

Man can agree on the Bible's teachings and requirements, 
Revelat ion is that clear. We have come to agree that the 
world is round; that the blood circulates, in the Copernican 
theory of the solar system, and that cigarette smoking is 
dangerous to health. If we wi ll objectively study the scrip
tures wi th open minds we all can accept: God's existence; 
Jesus deity, Sonship and Lordship; the Church's oneness; the 
fact of inspiration; the sufficiency of the word for the pur
poses for which God gave it, and the plan of salvation. 

1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
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The Danger of the Occult R. D. ICE 

Recently the Shopping Mall in our 
area held a "Psychics Fair." Featured 
were Astrology, Palmistry, Numerology, 
Auras, Crystal ·Gazing, Tarot Cards, etc. 
Even if these things were harmless, we 
feel they open doors to even more dan
gerous attitudes. 

The Bible presents the occult as a real 
and present danger. It is not a myth. 
Those who believe its claims distort 
their perception of reality. This (the oc
cult) is in direct competition to the God 
who created our world. (It should be 
pointed out that such things as the 
paranormat, the metaphysical, tele
kinesis, telepathy, hypnotism, etc., are 
not properly part of the occult.) 

The human race has always had a fas
cination with death and communication 
with the dead. In the centuries before 
the birth of Christ, a jewish writer said: 
"Ungodly people have brought death on 
themselves by the things they save said 
and done. They yearn for death as if it 
were a lover. They have gone into part
nership with death, and it is just what 

A Score Card for Preachers? 
At most baseball or football games, 

score cards are sold which list the play
ers by their numbers. This helps to add 
enjoyment to the game by identifying 
who is playing at what position. It also 
provides useful information on the 
player's records and background. In the 
church, we have not yet published a 
"scorecard" for preachers, but we seem 
to be so fond of labelling each other 
with ungodly and unscriptural titles that 
a scorecard might help. According to 
popular usage, here are some sugges
tions for labels and how to distinguish 
one preacher from the other. 

I. Liberal (large lapel button with 
"L" printed in red) 
1. Uses a modern speech transla

tion instead of the "Apostles' 
Bible"-the King James Version. 

2. OccasionallY. reads books by au
thors that ' ain't one of us." 

3. Has the mistaken idea that one 
can smile and enjoy life and still 
be a Christian. 

4. Preaches constantly on grace, 
love, and faith but avoids duty 
and works. 

5. Educated at a 111iberal" school 
(usually the one the accuser 
didn't attend). 

6. Rumored to be friendly with 
one or two denominational 
preachers. 

7. Quotes modern theologians oc
casionally. 

8. Preached in California at one 
time. 

II. Conservative (Large lapel button 
with 11C" printed in blue) 
1. Uses only the King james Ver

sion and suspects anyone who 
doesn't. 

2. Subscribes to Bro. Watchdog's 
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ther deserve." Isaiah wrote: "But people 
wil tell you to ask for messages from 
fortunetellers and mediums, who chirp 
and mutter. They will say, 'After all, peo
ple should ask for messages from the 
spirits and consult the dead on behalf 
of the living.' You are to answer them, 
'Listen to what the Lord is teaching you! 
Don't listen to mediums-what they tell 
you will do no good.' " (Is. 9:19-20 
GNB) 

In the universe there are three kinds 
of spirits: The Holy Spirit of God; the 
evil spirit of the devil; and the human 
spirit. The spiritual dimension is real. 
Unbelievers sometimes join their human 
spirits with the power of evil spirits to 
do amazing-but false-things. Some 
could predict the future. Some seemed 
to call up the spirits of the dead. Some 
had superhuman strength. 

In the spiritual dimension either good 
or bad is created. For this reason the 
Bible warns against the dangers of the 
occult. By our thinking and attitudes we 
may set free destructive powers. The 

TRAVIS SWEET 

paper and suspects anyone who 
doesn't. 

3. Constantly preaches on works, 
avoids grace and faith. 

4. Opposes any change of methods 
because "we didn't do it that 
way back home, so it must be 
unscriptural." 

5. Thinks that there are almost no 
faithful preachers or congrega
tions except himself and the 
congregation for which he 
preaches. 

6. ~on't sp_eak on a lectureship 
1f that liberal Bro. Soanso" is 

on the program also. 
7. Keeps up to date lists of 11lib

eral" and 111oyal" preachers. 
8. Claims absolute knowledge in 

all the burning issues of his par
ticular day. 

Ill. The Middle of the Roader (large 
lapel button with '"M" · printed 
half in red and half in blue) 
1. Suspected of being a liberal by 

conservatives. 
2. Suspected of being a conserva

tive by liberals. 
3. Unwilling to take a firm stand 

on any issue until he sees which 
~ide has the most 11big guns" on 
lt. 

4. Self-righteous attitude toward 
11radical liberals" and 11ultra
conservatives" as he designates 
them. 

Perhaps this list will help some in 
putting the proper label on the preach
ers among us. However, our penchant 
for labelling those who disagree with 
our own pet positions is a symptom 
of Satan's successful work among us. 

There are certainly times that we must 
(Continued on page 12) 

basis for flirting with occult powers is 
unbelief and a desire to be like God. 
This is not talking about "parlor games" 
and other "harmless" uses of the fringes 
of the occult. Rather it is dealing with 
those who believe in the occult whole
h~artedly and who attempt to use its 
powers. God severely condemns such 
practice. Read Deuteronomy 18:9-12; 2 
Kings 17:17; 2 Chronicles 33:6; Micah 
5:12; Galatians 5:20. Note that King 
Saul brought about his own death by 
turning to the medium. 

Those who follow the Lord can claim 
the power and protection of the Holy 
Spirit and the 11Umbrella" of the finished 
work of Jesus Christ. God promised: "I 
will forgive their sins and will no longer 
rememoer their wrongs." The Apostle 
John wrote: 11But you belong to God, my 
children, and have defeated the false 
prophets, because the Spirit who is in 
you is more powerful than the spirit in 
those who belong to the world." 

God's promise to his people is Jesus 
Christ! Read the prophecy in Deuter
onomy 18:15-19. Read the promises in 
1 Corinthians 10:13; Romans 8:31-39; 
Philippians 3:15-21; Colossians 2:6-15; 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5. 
1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 

Our Favorite Writers 
I believe the most prolific writers in 

our brotherhood must be Brother Bor
rowed and his cousins Brother Copied 
and Brother Selected. They must be
!heir names are attached to more articles 
m brotherhood bulletins than any other 
names I've seen. 

Just this week a bulletin from a sister 
c~ngregation crossed my desk. It car
ned what I considered to be an ex
tremely insightful article by Brother Bor
rowed. But the article looked strangely 
familiar, so I looked through my files. 
No wonder-1 wrote it last week. It was 
apparently good enough for someone 
to clip out and use, but not good 
enough to give proper credit for. 

At least the brother who used it didn't 
claim it as his own. That's been done 
to«:?. A c,ouple of years ago I saw anothe; 
art1cle I d written, word-for-word in the 
bulletin of a huge congregation. 'whose 
name was at the bottom? Their popu
lar preacher's, of course. 

We all know such plagiarism Is dis
honest. But is it any less literary piracy 
to know the source of useful material 
and nc;>t reveal it? I know, as you do, that 
somettmes our sources are lost over a 
period of time. Too, sometimes our 
sources don't give proper credit so we 
cannot either. That is unfortunat~, but it 
ca!lnot be helped. It's quite another 
thmg, though, to know the source and 
conceal it. 

So I guess my article will float 
around all over the brotherhood under 
the name of Brother Borrowed or one 
of his cousins. But lest this sound like 
sour grapes, I'll sign with the name of 
another popular writer .... 

-Brother Anonymous 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

In this week's writing, Bro. Clayton Pepper tells about 
setting up a graded adult Bible class system of teaching in 

the local church that will lead to the salvation of more souls. 
-Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with Relationship to Evangelism ( 4) 
CLAYTON PEPPER 

Class for Non-members 

If there were enough non-members (there would not need 
to be niany), there should be a special class for them. Chris
tian husbands or wives could come into this class with their 
spouses. A special course should be selected that meets their 
needs. Filmstrips should be shown in the homes of those 
who are receptive. Those converted should then enroll in a 
new converts class (I would suggest that you not call it that). 

Class for Weak Members 
An exhortation class for weak members should be taught 

by one of the elders. The auditorium class might be the 
place for this. A special course should be selected that meets 
their needs. Those responding and making sufficient improve
ment in their lives should be placed in another class to aid 
their growth, perhaps enrolled in one of the new personal 
evangelism classes that should be starting from time to time, 
or new converts class. Work with responsibility should be 
given. 

Indifference is a serious problem among members who 
consider themselves faithful simply because they assemble. 
Their spiritual standards must be raised if they are to be 
saved. Their leavening is penetrating and destructive. In
difference of the majority often kills the zeal of the mi
nority. Sin in the Church must be dealt with as the scripture 
prescribes and church discipline practiced. Indifference is 
unfaithfulness and disorderly. 

Class for Training Teachers 

One educational director said, "Teachers are not taught. 
They are caught. You corner someone and ask them to teach 
a class and they say, 'Can't you find someone else to do it?' 
Finally, after explaining that you cannot, they agree to teach 
it." Ideally, all class teachers should come from those who· 
have finished the personal evangelism course. This evange
listic background, plus the skills for class room teaching, 
would upgrade the Sunday school in quality and quantity. 

Class for Public Speaking Training 

Those finishing the course on personal evangelism should 
be provided training in public speaking and the necessary 
teaching to preach publicly. An extensive training program 
should be set on week nights, with two hours of instruc
tion one to two nights per week should be provided. 

I believe that many congregations could send out an 
exodus every three to five years to a city where the Church 
does not exist. Jobs could be secured and the Church meet 
in a home. This could be done even without financial assis
tance from the congregation. 

Implementation of a Graded Adult Bible School 

When these ideas have been presented in workshops, 
many had said, "This is good. How do. we begin such a pro
gram?" First, I doubt that many are ready to attempt what I 
would suggest. It demands much diligence and tactfulness. I 
have reference to an interview system to evaluate ability, 
Bible knowledge and spiritual needs. I believe that a per
sonal file should be kept on each family. A special form 
should be designed to serve as an evaluation sheet. Elders 
should complete as much of the form as possible from prior 
knowledge .of the family. A record of attendance at all as
semblies should be a part of the record, past accomplish
ments while serving in various ways, general attitudes and 
reliability when given assignments. A simple test of Bible 
knowledge should be given. Information on occupation, 
natural talents and education should be included. 

Beginning Your Interview Program 

First, the personal evangelism class should be started with 
the most faithful. Ask them to prepare themselves to serve 
in this capacity. The interview program could be started with 
one or two elders, or in larger congregations the eldership 
should be divided into two's. No public announcement 
should be made concerning the extensive changes about to 
be made. Some sermons on soul winning should be pre
sented. Announce plans to begin a training program stating 
that certain ones will be selected for this training. 

The elders and preacher would begin the interview pro
gram, preferably at the church building. If there is difficulty 
in getting together there, set up a time to visit the home. Tell 
the person why he has been chosen, what the subject matter 
will be, who will teach the class or classes and the room or 
rooms in which they will meet along with the date they will 
begin. Use discretion in how far to go in completing your 
forms on the family. If you do not receive the desired co
operation, perhaps they will need to go into another class. 

New Converts Class 

Second, interview all new converts. You must decide how 
far back you need to go in deciding on who are new converts. 
(Remember, do not call it a New Converts Class.) Strive to 
get needed information to complete his personal file. Tell 
and sell them on the new class to be begun and its teacher. 
Get them to agree to pre-enroll during the interview. Tell 
them when the class will begin and the room where it will 
meet. See that all prospective students are called by phone 
near the date for the class to begin. If he will not enroll, he 
will end up in the Exhortation Class if he comes. That may be 
where he needs to be. 
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RETURNING 

Gary G. Soehner and his family will 
return to the U.S.A. for their three
month furlough after three years mission 
work in Indonesia. Over 150 Indo
nesians were baptized on the islands of 
Sumatra and Nias where they worked. 
Two churches were also established. 
.... .,...~.,... ....... ~...,....,........., ...................................... ...,..., 
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See the Churches of .Christ pavilion 
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The Soehners are sponsored by the Lake reached at 402 Center Way, Lake Jack-
Jackson Church of Christ. They can be son, TX (Phone 713-297-2494). 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-· JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics - Jimmy Wo~ Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

STUDY TOUR PLANNED 
GREECE, ISRAEL and EQYPT 

November 21 ·December 3, 1982 

Dear Friends, 

For years I have dreamed of leading a tour of 
Bible lovers to the Ancient Biblical sites where 
Joannie, the children and I camped, explored and 
Worshiped. This will be a special tour in many 
ways. I will be with you every step of the way 
pointing out numerous items and places of Biblical 
importance to the serious Bible student. Greek 
Hospitality . . . Greek Brothers and Sisters many 
of whom we taught and baptized . . . Greek 
Preachers to guide us and worship together not only in the assembly but 
on Mars HUI where you too will shed tears as did our Bro. Paul when he 
saw the whole city given to idols. 

Follow that with five adventure filled days of traveling the homeland 
of our Lord from Dan to Beersheba. We shall spend the sixth day 
reminiscing walking throughout Jerusalem. I want to slowly rewalk the 
"Via Dolorosa" the way of the cross all the way to Golgotha the place of 
the Skull. If possible that evening a devotional in the garden of 
Gethsemane. 

Now top that off with the Splnx & Pyramids of Ancient Egypt 
and you have yourself a lifetime of treasured memories to share with all 
the world. 

As one who has lived and preached in that part of the world for 
fifteen years as your missionary . . . who could better show you the 
lands of the Bible ? We want this to be a small group so we can give 
each special attention . . . . Won't you Write now and Plan to Go with 
us ... you can call me about anything ... (713) 543-7847 . 

Write for Free Brochure 

Shalom 

George C. Dumas 
311 E. Calhoun 
El Campo, Texas 77437-4599 
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CHRISTIANITY IS LAWFUL IN CHINA 
(Continued from page 3) 

do Chinese in it and they picked up the 
cost of operating and continued to go 
along anyway. I only use this to indi
cate that a preacher can have an over
whelming influence on churches if he is 
a capable preacher. 

Since the Chinese now are taking in 
their own hands the total responsibility 
for the propagation of the Christian re
ligion and since they have opened these 
Protestant Churches and require that 
they operate w ith observers present, 
there are, of course, restraints. But it 
appears that the teacher can teach what 
he is able to justify from the Bible and 
what he is able to get on harmoniously 
with in the group of people. 

Now, back to my question: "what can 
we do to render a service in a situation 
like this?" I believe there is a way. 

It is my opinion we could start a 
college in Hong Kong and operate it at 
the college level and be able to have 
students that were formerly in China, 
that left under the Communist persecu
tion and that cou ld legally go back into 
Shina and could legally operate but 
they wou ld have to have a living. So I 
think we could follow the pol icy there 
that is -now followed in Zambia, Africa 
und teach them how to make a Jiving as 
well as how to be teachers of the Word 
of God. They could go back in as English 
teachers and the Ch inese are very crazy 
about English. Everybody wants to study 
English. There is a reason. Engl ish opens 
the doors to the knowl edge of the 
world. The Chinese are very anxious for 
Science and Math and Engl ish. We could 
train good teachers in those fields. They 
cou ld go into China and no doubt, 
rapidly find jobs at which they cou ld 
make a living. Then, being Chinese 
citizens and supporti ng themselves they 
eviden tly could take advantage of the 
fact that the Christian reli gion is now 
lawful in Ch ina. It wou ld appear they 
could start a chu rch where none now 
exists or they might become teachers or 
preachers in churches that already exist 
-these Protestant "Christian ity Church
es" and help them to understand the 
Bible, become Bible teachers and church 
leaders and preachers. 

I don't see any other way that we can 
do much. To bring Chinese to America 
to train them is a very poor, second 
choice. Those w ho come usually be
come l ike we are, they come to li ke 
America better than they like to l ive 
anywhere else and they want to stay. 
They don't want to go back. Moreover, 
if they go back they have been foreign
ized and probably wou ld not be we l
come as religious leaders. Consequently, 
the training in Hong Kong wou ld seem 
the only way. 

In Hong Kong there is also a law that 
no new schools can be opened. But 
there are people operating schoo ls that 
have ceased to be financially feas ible 
and w ho are offering to sell a whole 
plant-maybe a college; maybe a sec
ondary school. Either one cou ld be 
used. So we probably cou ld put together 
money and buy a school and then op-

Continued on page 14 

PREACHERS NEEDED 

5112 WK "MISSIONARY JOURNEY" 
TO INDIA 

Nov. 1 - Dec. 10 • or • Feb. 1 - Mar. 11 

Group of ll 
Last Feb. 

• Saw 2,407 Baptized 

• Preached 300 Places 

e Started 52 Churches 

• Grounded Many 
Members in 25 hr. 
Bible Trainings at 
30 Central Points 

Travel With 
J. C. BAILEY & CHAS. SCOTT 

FOR JOURNEY INFORMATION-WRITE CHAS. SCOTI 

BOX 100, MONTEAGLE, TN. 37356-TEL. (615) 924-2252 

• • • • 

64 DENOM. PREACHERS BAPTIZED IN 1982 
-Thousands of Hindus Have Left Idolatry 
-Denominationalists See Folly of Division 

• • • • 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL SPEED THE WORK 

Money Is Needed For Bibles, Tracts, etc., and 
Travel For lndias Older Preachers To Go & Go. 

Mail To: 

Raytown Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 9373 

Raytown, Mo. 64133 
or 

Church of Ch rist 
North A. & Tenn. St. 
Midland, Tex. 79701 



THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
t Continued from page 6) 

within the luxury of suburbia. Clearly the 
real Christ does not aim to please men 
so much as to love them and to glori fy 
the Father. His truth pierces men's con
sciences; his love frightens and al ienates 
them while his relentless pursu it of the 
Father's ·glo ry threatens th eir taste for 
ease and compromise. They killed him; 
they are not li kely to deal kindly with 
his disciples. 

Therefore, to stand w here he stands, 
to walk in his steps, means necessarily 
you must run the gauntlet of the atti
tudes which sti ll slumber in men's 
hearts, atti tudes you w ill awaken the 
moment you step after him. He wants 
you to understand this clearly before 
you make your choice to walk the way 
of the cross. You must place on the 

table you r career, you r money, you r af
fections, your ambitions, your plans, 
your hobbies and even your very li fe, 
and claim the Way of the Cross as a 
magnificient obsession with a heavenly 
pearl, beside which evertyhing else in 
li fe has no value. "I do not account my 
l ife of any value nor as precious to 
myself" (Acts 20:24). 

The cross in the ancient world was 
a symbol of supreme human suffering. 
It was the highest price that cou ld be 
paid. We dare not water down its force 
nor dilute its power as the measu re of 
our personal discipleship. 
3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 
40514 

A SCORE CARD FOR PREACHERS? 
(Continued from page 8) 

take a stand for truth even ·if it means di-

Go With BreeheenjFaulkner 

Holy Land, Summer '83 

Couples, families, sing les a ll ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abl· 
lene, Texas 79699 

Carl & Smitty Paul & Gladys 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefi ts "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Trai ning Com prehensive Curricu lum 
Experi enced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 
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APPLICATI ONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the NortheaSit to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital Distri·ct of New York- For further 
information--eon tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

vision, but in orde r to be God's people 
we can not allow ou r petty jealousie~ to 
divide us. If we spend all of our t1me 
in attaching labels and destroying each 
other, instead of preaching "the Gospel 
to the who le creation," the world will 
be doomed and thei r blood w ill be on 
our hands. 

Box 741, Russe lville, Ark. 72801 

Stanley E. Sayers, 14th at Main, Dun
can, OK 73533: I just returned from a 
fruitful meeting w ith the Kensington 
Park congregation in Kansas City, 
Kansas where there is a fine eldership, 
a good preacher, and warm, loving 
people. 

ern~crees 
c baR.cbes OJ= CbR.fst: 

fr:J&JR.Orx:e gR.CXJp 

* E.C.C.I.G., INC. GROUP HEALTH PLAN
Major Medical Expense Benefits for Em· 
ployees and Dependents 

• Aggregate Maximum lifetime Benefit 
$1,000,000 

(For Mental & Nervous 
Disorders) .. . ....... . ...... $ 10,000 

• Annual Deductible Amount 
Per Individual ............. . $ 100 
Maximum Family Deductible . . $ 300 
(Accumulation Period) ... . . Calender Year 

• Hospital Daily Board and Room Benefit 
Average Semi-Private 

• Major Medical Benefits 
Covered medical expenses are paid at the 
rate of 80% of reasonable and customary 
charges incurred during any calendar year 
until the covered individual is out of 
pocket $1,000.00. The plan will then pay 
at the rate of 100% of covered charges 
for the remainder of that calendar year, 
whether or not the covered individual is 
hospital confined. 

• Accident Benefits 
The calendar year deductible is waived. All 
other standard benefits apply for accidental 
injury. 

• Maternity Benefits 
Available as any other illness or disability 
on a per church unit basis only. 

• Medicare Benefits 
Covered expenses are reduced by the bene· 
fits paid, or payable by Medicare. 

COVERAGE AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
SUBJECT TO UNDERWRITING 

COMPANY' S APPROVAL 
This Is not a contract, but rathe r a brief 
description for your consideration. A more 
complete descnption giving the details of 
coverage can be found In the group book· 
lets. 

Write or Call for Information: 
E.C.C.J.G. 

P.O. Box 1794 
Spring, Tx. n373 
1-713-376·8087 

"Serving Jhe Need of Our Brethren 
Since 1975" 
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Christianity Is Lawful in China 

(Continued from page 11) 

erate it there and teach English, Math, 
Science, Bible, Geography and History
maybe some other subjects-and send 
people into China who could get jobs, 
who could be honored and respected 
among their people, who would have no 
contact with foreigners and who could 
take advantage of the fact that the 
Christian religion is now lawful in China. 

This is the method the Russians have 
used on us. They have trained many 
Russians in Russia. It is reported they 
have one town in Russia-a small town 
where the people speak only American 
style English and where they ·maintain 
a good University to train people for 
jobs in America. Then they come to 
America speaking English even as well 
as ourselves and get good jobs and yet, 
they are here as spies and propagato_rs 
of their philosophy. Why can't we tram 
people to go into China and render a 
real service to China that the Chinese 
would appreciate and then propagate a 
religion that is legal and lawful and that 
would be a great advantage to the peo
ple. It would help build citizenship that 
cares, that loves and that tends to be 
free of jealousy and strife. 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veteranl 

Benefitl 
contact 

The Dlrector--8'728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '79410 

1·806-'79S-5191 

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
GROUP HEALTH PLAN 

offered by Christian Ministers Assoc., Inc. 
(non-profit) for full time workers among 
Churches of Christ. Foreign workers, stu
dents in training for full time work same 
rate as others. Coverage good anywhere. 
Continuous enrollment. Group Life and Re· 
tirement Plans also offered. Same rates on 
health all ages and all locations. 
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Contact 

leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947-5403 

LIVING WORD ACADEMY 
OKLAHOMA CITY, 

OKLAHOMA 
is offering tax-free bonds totaling $5,000,000 to help pay for its new 
31 acre campus, formerly Southwestern College, at 4700 NW 10th 
St., Oklahoma City. 

Maturity 
2 years 
4 years 
6 years 
8 years 

10 years 
15 years 
20 years 

Tax-Free Interest 
9% 
9.3% 
9.6% 

10% 
10.5% 
11% 
12% 

Bonds with interest rate floating at 70% of prime rate can be pur
chased at terms of 6 years and above. 

Deadline for purchase of these bonds, in thousand-dollar increments, 
is November 1, 1982. For a placement memorandum write Living 
Word Academy, 4700 NW 10th, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73127, 
or call: 

Living Word Academy-405/946-7014 
Ralph Harvey, President of LWA Board-405/232-3267 
Chuck Hanson, LWA Superintendent-405/947-8513 
Pat Hardcastle, LWA Director of Development-405/947-8511 

COMMUNITY MINI-WORKSHOP 

+ CRIME + SUBSTANCE ABUSE + 
+ TEENS AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THEM + 

We are holding day long workshops in cities, towns and communities nationwide 
dealing with the following subjects: 

1. Are We Indeed a Delinquent Community and Church? 
2. The Four "W's" of Our Involvement in Our Local Facilities. 
3. An Overview of Our Prison & Juvenile System (A Slide presentation & 

panel/audience participation session). 
4. What Pressures Are Our Teens Facing Today? 
5. Substance Abuse ... Is Your Church & Community Rising To Otter 

Alternatives? 
6. Let's Use Our Buildings For More Than Shrines I 
7. Facing and Dealing With the Unique Problems of the Offender and Those 

of His Family. 
8. Christians and the Challenge of Crime (Film). 
9. An Ex-Offender Taiks Candidly to Parents. 

These Workshops include display booths from local law enforcement & drug 
agencies, alcohol & substance abuse counselling centers and other outside I 
support agencies. THERE IS NO COST TO YOUR CONGREGATION FOR THJ.§ 
WORKSHOP. You just provide the building. 

For more information and available dates clip the coupon & mail to : 
Robert D. Rubinow, c/o P.R.O.P., P.O. Box 29536, Columbus, Ohio 43229 1 

NAME ___________________ CHURCH ___________________ I 
STREET ____________________________________________ ~ 

CITY _____________________ STATE ______ ZIP ____ __.,. 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
WE REUIN D CH ERISHED BIBLE5-wrlte Cor free 
lcnther ""';' I> Ies an d prices. Biblo Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abolene. 'I rums 79604 . 

Adverti1ing in thu 1eclion $1.50 per line. Deshrned especially to accommodate con grell'ations 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, Auburn, California is in need or a 
lull-lome preacher. Must be mature, quali(ied and ex
perienced in pulpi t and personal work between 40 and 
65 years of age. Wilh some outside su ppon and capable 
of building a congregation. Send resume and photo to 
Box S71, Auburn, CA 9S063. 

advcrtiainQ" m cetina plncea, preachers seekln~: work or con~rcl'ation1 seeking preachers. Alao other 
aceeptnble matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCII OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF DinLWAL STUDIES 

Prenching-l'ersonnl Evnng~lism-Missions 
E xcept ional Curriculum for Women 

••approved !or Veteran's t raining·· 
Leon"nl M. Grny- Dircctor 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnrnu r. Denver, Co 80227 
- - FORT HOOD - JiiLLEEN, TEXAS 
tio uthsldc C hurch of Christ 1505 S. T ri m · 
micr Hd. Terry Jlnrrison. Minister. P hone 
634 -601 2. S un. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed . 7 :00 P_~.?-~1·:...,....-----:--= 
CHATHA)! , N . J .. Fairmo u n t a n d S o u thern 
Blvd., 07n8. NO £l.TH E:RN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YOf!K CITY AREA. 20 1·635 ·68 10 or 
20 l-635-26 S8. 
A LA SK A,-.::..::~A..,....,..N:-:C=-I . ..,.l ""O"'R:-A-:--:-G-::Eo--C- 11 URCII 0 F 
CH IUS'I', 2700 D e Barr Rd . W ill c o ntact 
relntives or f rir.nds in Alnskn. Pat McMahan o r 
Glenn Rnntlolph. Box 3 14 . Anchorag e, Alaskn 995 10. 
Phone 2i2-7584 or 344-57 19. 

U A\' A It a;;·"'A,:.:...,S,.::C:':I'-:I~O.:.,:Oc,;:Lc.....,O,..,F=-I'"'J,-l-::E-A,....C-=-=-u:-:J"'N.,..G=--
11300 Dublin Road 

l ' len•nntou, Cnllfornln 94500 
J a mes W. F e rguson. Sr., D irector 

NOW\ VORSl!IP- ON IS LAN D OF KAIJAI , 
HA WA ll. Ph. (808) ~22-1960 or Cla r ence May, 
Churrh of Christ, 4647 H nunnln Hd., Knpnn, Hnwnii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALI FORN IA 
CENTRAL Cll UHCII OF CIIRIST 

12th nnd Iloo•·er Streets 
tiunoluy worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minist•rs: Lewis Frishy , 714-622-2556: 

Paul ll nrpcr, 4 73-8228. 
-----,l'I;-:;1';,E'=:T:'='H:-:O:-'-·-:::D I':N V E:ZH'---"A-':'R:--:Ec:-· A:----

Englew()<)d Chu rch of Chri•t . 
4690 ::;. Logan 303-7S9-,Ii4~ 

Mnc Dnrtee. Evangelist 
D~R=E,:-:V:-=E:::l:-t,-:-M::-A:'-:INE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hnll . 
Sunday classes. 10:1 5: Worship, 11:00. Phono 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to t he GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
10:\'ANS \ ' ll,J,E, IND., !!!!05 E. :U u--;_J,:nn Ave •. 
li.S. 400 E n"t 0Jil'""llt• 1{-~lnrt . Office 477-
~:!71 . lluhh r \ Vnd e , "ln. 470--40GO. 

OENVF.R. COLOTlAJlO 80228 
I.A ronvoon cnun cn OF cnniST 

455 So . Youngneld Ct. 
T e l e. : 988-102 4 

See Y e ll o w Pages F or S e rvice Tim e~ 
Trnnslntion fo r Drn( . Terry Cnr twr is:th l . m inister 
"F.M! 'LOYMENT: NORTHERN CA LI FOHNIA. 
~irrra C': iHrnn's Home jc; t urrcntly h irin~ child 
rare st.nff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fitft . H inl"' re""led. tontnct Steve Bcrg-rnnn, Execu
tive Dio·ortor. nt P.O. !lox 597. Vncnvil lc. CA 9568S. 
er rnll i07 f4 ,1 A-~fifi7, " 

.S TI'N. MIL IT A-:-;:,R'="y,..._-:U""P=T= o"'\\"'1N:-:---=Cl-""l"'t""IR"'(''="J.I--,O""'F· 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St Sunclny 9:80 & 10:30 nn<l 6:00 P.M. W"•l. 7:00 
P l\f. C:nll RR3-2fifi0 nr W . P . .Tnllv. lllin . 7~~-·~· '. 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Chris!. Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 62S-2700 lor 
limPs :md nlitrc of services. 
Let us print the next memb~rship di rectory of the 
Lorcl 's Church where you wors hip. Sl'l(.-'redy servir.c . 
rensonnble prirc. 5<-n<l for ln fnrmnt ion nnrl free 
sample directory. Snnnglcr Church Dir~ctory Print
ing Service. P .O . Do:< 1710. Auburn. CA 95603 or 
rnll 19 16\ 88fi-fi77~ . 
SUNSET SCH."CO:=O"'L-:O"'F~P"'R"'E"'A~C""H"'I""N"'G,--c-o-u-rs_e_s by Cor
respondence. Programmed Japes wilh wri llen material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons o n many subjects. For 
Free Information wri lc: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
271h St .. lubbock. TX 79~11 . 
H 0 USE PARENTS NEED ED·. M·';-a n- u- e"l"'i t-o"'N,.,-av-a..,.j o-:-:C"'h"'i71d7 r-e--:-n 's 
Home is accepting aoplicalions lor houscparenls and 
relicf·houseparcnts. We can orrcr you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insurance, re tirement insurance, va
:at ion and days oil. For additional information and 
J oolication forms contact Joe H. Booth. Sr., Drawer B, 
Galluo. NM 87301 or call 1-SOS·663·SS30. 

VISITING t\iEXtCOCITY! ____ _ 
Worship with the En~lish-spcakin~ congregation a t 
9:15 A.M. Call S7S-2297 IG. M . KEMPER\ fo r info or 
transportation. Or S31-674S I Ed~ar Judy\. Span ish 
language services a t 10:30 A.M. Call 691·3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED Housinc and utilities fur
nished, al lowilncc paid fo r each ch ild in care. Husband~;. 
encouraged to work outsid e the Horne. Insurance :"tnd 
other benefits ne~otiablc. Call (615) S26-2052 or write, 
larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookevi lle, Tn. 
38501. 
WHO ARE wn revival mcelin~s: cdifies/mol ivates; 110 
char~e: illustrated on slid es: contact W. F. Parker, 302 
Quail Ave .. Sebrin~. Fl 33670. 

The Ideal Relirement l ocation-Estes Park, Colorad o. 
Arc you looking to retire fro m secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
~hurch of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ongful and productive in serving Christ. located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow· 
capped mountains, al the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, the Church al Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 736, Estes Park, CO 60S17 
?r phone (303) 566·4S57. 

WANTED 
Evangelist with a positive growth orienled a ttitude 
lor a congregation in Crand Island, Nebraska. The 
Ch urch in Grand Island has grown from an average 
an endance of 60 to a 135 avera~e in the past two 
vcars. Our goa l is to continue tlus growth pattern in 
the future. If you think you can help us evangelize 
central Nebraska, please send your resume to: Bob 
Buggeln, Uox 433, Cairo, Nebr7as7k:.:;a,6;:;6;.:8;;2c:~.:,· ~-=-...,.,~-

WHEN YOU VISIT T IIE- 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in n Chdstinn horne. Reasonable rntes. For 
more information cnll 615-966-9622 or write Robert 
F. Graham at 312 Dellfielu Rd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
RELIGIO US BOOKS BOUGHT. Wnyne Stephens. 
P .O. Box 285. Shawnee, Oklnhomn 74801. 
\' U.U A, All I :f. .. u;;1 W. :!8 th St. S unda y-

t O. II a. m . & 6:30 p. m. P h . 344-3750 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister w11h some outside supporL \Viii pro· 
vide minister 's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church bui l din~:, needs minister lo help 
fill il. Anyone interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church or Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel· 
ro<e, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desireable. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UN ITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRI ST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664. 

WORLD'S FAI R::,A"'C::-:C::-:0=-cM:=M' O:'"'D:-A'"'T""I 0=-:-:N"'S __ _ 
Complelely furnished : rooms with bath S2S. apt. S40, 
home SSO, camper space 520. C rou ps welcome. For 
reservations (61 S) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7S43 
Beaver Ridge Rd ., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
\vn,.hlnj.;"ton, u.c. area-20 minutes from 
o ur n a tlon's capital, C hurch of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexa ndria, V Irg inia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, 
Mark N . Hicks, EvanC"ellst. 
VisITING "'NE\VYYRc,K,.:C;,:,I T;,Y:!,!:.!\!!:V:::a:..:n::.l :;;l:,:o_s_ta-y-:-i n-a-C:::-:-h-:ri-:s t-:-ia-n 
Home? Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
863, F.O.R. Station, N.Y., N.Y. 101SO or Telephone: 
212 249-S619. 

POSITION I'(J\NTEO ~ggressive plant manager wi th 
P&l _responsobololy desores association with Christian 
pnncopals. Gr_aduatc AC~ BS Chemistry. Experienced 
~n manufaclunng, purchasmg, labor re latiOns, engineer
mg. Phone lor resume. 312·966-S262. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just oft 
1-81 between Exi t 3 and 4 on Uonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1696. Kenneth Chambers, Min ister. 

CHURCH OF CHniST IN HOLLYWOOD 
GOO N. R ossmore (nt Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sundny: Clusses lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 P M 

Ministers: Robert Blair nnd D ale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

HELP: small mission congregat ion building first meet: 
ing house is in need or pews. I( you can help please 
contact Storrs Rd. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 87, 
Mansfield Cen ter, Conn. 062SO. Phone 1·203-456-2367. 
FUNDS FOR INDIA- I am goin~: lo India in Feb. lor 
my (6) week annual mission trip. I need fund s for travel 
e tc. Individuals or congregations please write for inro: 
for contr ibutions. Reference furnished. Ken Shoop, 
~~~BOS~ or Christ, P.O. Box 997, Bonners Ferry, Idaho 

RELIG IO US BOOKS UOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 265, 
Shawnee, OK 74601. 
SMAll CONGREGATION IN RED BLUFF, CA with SO 
members seeks enthus iastic minister with leadership 
qualities. If interested, please send resume and salary 
requirements lo: John Colbert, 2349S Hamillon Ave., 
Gerber, CA 9603S, (916) 62~·2S97. 
FREE USED BOOK LIST ;!2: Varner 's Bookstore, 102 
laramie St., Marien a, 0 11 4S7SO. 
NEED 4 to complete ~:roup for 19 day tour: Amsterdam, 
Damascus. Petra, 7 days in Israel includ ing Masada, 
Egypt, and many other p laces. Reg. r rice 53,000.00, 
group $2377.00 from N.Y. , includes al reg. expenses. 
Departs Jan. 10·63. free brochu1e. Tours, 3603 Austin, 
Waco, TX., 76710. (617) 7S2-01SO. 
EXPER I EN CEO, SO UN,2D~M7A~T2;UC7R~E~P"'R"'Eo-:Ac:C:::H7E'"R::-d7e-s~ir-c-s -,.to 
relocate. Call (916) 567·2127. 

I NVESTIGATE! 'rhe Jt l rm Fnu o <lnflon 
tTiea to 11creen ndverthtln~. nnd n ·l ll n o 1 
knowingl y tnke qne•flonnhle nrlver th•l og. 
nut It 111 the r ender'• r ellponlll h lllty to ln
vcstl~:nte. L ike nny othC"r pnt.•t"'r, 1'Ye" aomf'
tlmell unwlttlnglr run no on>..,ortby nd. 
AA tht"' o ld .-nylng J:OC'",.. lu•for~ you ln,-.-,.t. 
l n•·c .. tl~:ntel 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

15 16551 
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.................. .... .... .... .............. ~ 

CHRISTIAN EMPLUYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

S ingle $45.65 Family $118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/ 535-1803 

Write or call for details. 

Leonard Mullens 

P.O. Box828 

Salado, TX 76571 
817/947-5403 

Gene Shoemake 

2801 E. Memorial Rd._, Suite B 

Edmond, OK 73034 

405/ 478-4127 

CONTACT: 

Ted Monroe 

1508 Metro Tower 

1220 Broadway 
Lubbock,TX 79401 

806/744-3485 

Bob Baker 

P.O. Box 1287 

Dickinson, TX 77539 

713/ 534-6735 
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~IS~IO.N TRIP TO K<?REA. During the summer, Don and 
V1_ck1 Kmder of Iowa .City, Iowa and Woo-Kil Nah, John Mark 
H1cks a.nd M_ar~ N. ~1cks of ~lexan~ria, Virginia toured Korea 
&roundmg d1sop~es m the fa1th. Th1s group of Korean Chris
tians and .the v1s1tors pose before one of the meeting places 
of the church in Seoul. 

For a considerable time the Korean church has developed 
without the ass istance of missionaries with the exception of 
tw? me!l: Haskell Chessi~ and Malcolm Parsley. Due to the 
qu1ck Withdrawal of Amencan preachers, many Korean minis
ters have drifted away from the principles of the Restoration 
Movement back toward denominationalism. 

Korea is exploding with religious fervor. There is a tremen
dous need for more full-time evangelism. Korea Christian 
Coll~ge needs teache~s. Kore.a as a nation is welcoming 
English t~achers .both m public and private schools. If you 
are a nat1ve English speaker, no matter what your education, 
there is a job waiting for you in Korea as a full-time, part
time, or merely a summer worker. 

If you have any interest, write brother Nah at this address: 
111 E. Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VA 22301 . 
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Straws in the Wind 

The latest indication of the direction in which the 
winds are blowing comes from the splintered lutheran 
church. Recent votes in some of its liberal branches have 
resulted in the probable union of three groups-the 
lutheran Church in America, The American lutheran 
church and the Association of Evangelical lutheran 
churches. Their five and a half million· member group 
will result in the third largest Protestant denomination 
in America, behind the Southern Baptist and the United 
Methodist. A new "Constitution" will be completed in 
1987. In Austin, actual mergers between local congrega
tions have already taken p-lace. 

Further overtures were made toward the Episcopal 
church, marking the first time in history that Lutherans 
have initiated an official relationship with a non
lutheran denomination. This action culminates more 
than ten years of talks between Episcopal and lutheran 
leaders. 

Thus the Lutherans take two jumps at one time in 
seeking to close their own ranks and in seeking to reach 
out to others. The ultra-conservative Missouri Synod 
refused to join the merger. 

Most denominational unity talk has little to do with 
doctrine. The idea has already been accepted that any
thing anyone believes is alright, and that one church 
position is as good as another. The Bible does not teach 
it that way, and unity on any other basis than what the 
Bible teaches is simply union and not unity. However, 
Lutherans are setting a good example in trying to get 
their own splinters together. They are also setting a 
good example in opening communications with others 
than themselves. From their action we could learn a 
good lesson. 

We are about as splintered as anybody. And we are 
preaching to ourselves about as thoroughly as anybody. 
We believe that the atmosphere is improving for both 
our dropping the followship barriers between our splint
ers and our learning to talk without deaf ears to religious 
people of all kinds. There is not a single one of our 
sectarian fragments that does not exist because some
body pushed his own opinion and called it Scripture. 
The Bible does not produce a divided fellowship. We 
do. We have always been a people that plead for unity 
on the Bible. We could well think about becoming a 
people that practiced it. So long as we practice division, 
what we are speaks so loudly people can't hear what 
we say. 
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We didn't get in this condition overnight, and we will 
not get out of it overnight. But if we, like the Lutherans, 
spent the next ten years working on our own splintered 
divisions we might in the end show some commendable 
progress toward our own unity. We really don't have 
anything to say that is worth listening to until we set our 
own house in order. After that, we might reach out with 
some effectiveness to those who have a religious faith, 
even if it is not "according to knowledge." 

There are an increasing number of straws in the wind 
that indicate that the mood in America is changing. 
Instead of being proud of denominational affiliation, 
and being glad that there are so many churches so that 
alf can have a church of their choice, religious people 
are beginning to realize that the hopelessly divided state 
of Christendom is producing a world full of atheists 
and infidels. In religion the old axiom is as true as it is 
anywhere else-"ln unity there is strength; in division 
there is weakness." 

If that axiom is true in a general sense it is doubly 
true in our specific case. If we were a united people we 
would be a power-house. Divided and splintered we 
spend our energies on each other. There are some les
sons we can learn from others-the Lutherans for in
stance-that could greatly benefit us. 

The lord prayed that _we might be one. We all pray 
that we might be one. There is power in prayer, but it is 
like the power in faith: alone it is dead. It is completely 
legitimate to urge any splinter of the Restoration heri
tage to "come back home," because every splinter is 
away from home. And so long as any splinter thinks of 
its own peculiar position as "home" for all the rest we 
will continue to contend with each other. It is about 
time we open merger talks among our splinters-with 
our ears as well as our mouths open. We should have 
done it years ago. We should have been showing others 
the way to unity rather than learning it from them. 

It would be a great day for Christians if we all opened 
meetings on the process of unity. We would be able to 

· do things we haven't even thought of before. Our think
ing in the past has been "issue" oriented rather than 
unity oriented. We are what we are because of our 
backgrounds-Northern, Southern, Sommerite, Anti, 
one cup-and not because of what the Bible teaches. 
We would have a stronger sense of identity, and our 
witness would be stronger if we were united and not 
divided. Beside all that, it would please the lord. 
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Reuel I.emmoDS, Editor 
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"and he was a Samaritan" ELMER PROUT 

"One of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, came back, praising God in 
a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus' 
feet and thanked him-and he was a 
Samaritan." (luke 17:15, 16 NIV). 

Why did luke have to say that-11he 
was a Samaritan"? What difference does 
his nationality make? The contrast is 
clear-only one out of ten-was thank
ful. That is sufficient basis for lessons on 
gratitude, is it not? Why disturb first 
century Jewish readers with a reference 
to a person whom they considered 
~orse than a dog? Wouldn't this term 
d1stract from the lesson which was 
'don't forget to be grateful'? 

Perhaps. But is it not possible that 
while telling us to be thankful luke is 
also warning us of a source of ingrati
tude? He goes on to set the matter in a 
l~rge~ c~n.text-a context that has a spe
c.lal s1gmf1cance for all of us in restora
tion movements. 

Luke's interest in the outsider Among 
the v~rious themes in Luke's. gospel 
none IS more evident or striking than 
his favora~le attention to people who 
were outs1de of the accepted religious 
and social circles. luke repeatedly pic
tures the outsiders and outcasts as the 
persons who were most responsive to 
Jesus. 

A leper fell on the ground in front of 
Jesus; levi, a tax collector, held a ban
quet for the Master while the teachers 
of the law complained; a sinful woman 
~ashed Jesus' feet with her tears but 
S1mon, the host, criticized both her and 
the Lord; after he had been healed 
Legion wanted to stay with Jesus but the 
people o! the town begged Jesus to 
leave; am1d the grumbling of his neigh
bors Zacchaeus joyfully received Jesus 
into his house. 
T~e significance of this pattern is un

derlined by Jesus' own comments. Not 
only did the outsiders respond to him 
-he commended them. When a cen
turion asked Jesus to heal his servant 
with a word rather than by a personal 
visit, Jesus said, "I have not found such 
great faith even in Israel." It was the 
Samaritan rather than the respectable 
priest or Levite to whom Jesus pointed 
for an example of what it means to Jove 
our neighbor. 

All of these incidents stand in line 
· with Jesus' words in the synagogue at 
Nazareth. The lord angered his listen
ers by reminding them that Elijah had 
stayed with a non-Israelite widow in the 
city of Zarephath. He shocked them 
further by adding that Naaman the 
Syrian was the only leper healed during 
the time of Elisha. 

The contrast between insiders and 
outsiders. Why did these two groups re
act so differently to jesus? Why did one 
seek him and receive his gifts while the 
other rejected and turned from all that 
he offered? 

As we read the text it becomes clear 
that the outsiders came to Jesus in a 
sense of deep need. They had no re
sources of their own. They faced over-

whelming problems. They were ready 
to receive. They made no claims, of
fered no self-defense, exhibited no self
recommendation. They came to him in 
humility. Pretense and pride were set 
aside in the realization that unless jesus 
took over there was no hope. 

"a blind man was sitting by the road
side begging ... He called out, 'Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!' 
Those who led the way rebuked him 
and told him to be quiet, but he 
shouted all the more ... 'Lord, 1 want 
to see,' . . . Jesus said to him, 'Re
ceive your sight ... ' " 

The insiders, on the other hand, re
acted in boastful self-defence. "We have 
Abraham as our father." They were sure 
of their standing in the world and with 
God. They had a reputation to advertise 
and to defend. " ... confident of their 
own righteousness . . . everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled ... "They 
were so conscious of themselves that 
they had no time to think of their de
pendence on God, much less to thank 
him. The result was not only a lack of 
gratitude it was a Joss of the awareness 
of God and of the fact that God 'can 
raise up children for Abraham out of 
these stones.' 

The criticism against Jesus runs 
throughout luke's gospel as he traces 
the thoughts of the religious leaders in 
their encounter with the Christ. " 'Who 
is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?' " 
"the teachers of the law were looking 
for a reason to accuses Jesus, so they 
watched him closely ... they were 
furious and began to discuss wtih one 
another what they might do to Jesus." 
"The Pharisees and experts in the Jaw 
rejected God's purpose for themselves 
... " "One of the experts in the law an
swered him, 'Teacher, when you say 
these things, you insult us also ... the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began to oppose him fiercely and to 
besiege him with questions, waiting to 
catch him in something he might say." 

There seems to be something danger
ous about thinking of oneself as an 
insider-something that can make peo
ple so angry that they would try to 
throw the Son of God down a cliff. The 
tragedy of the self-styled insiders comes 
to focus in the Master's lament: "0 
Jerusalem, jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to you, 
How often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were 
not willing!" . 

Could we be twentieth century in
sidersl "Well, what would you expect? 
Those first century Israelites were so 
self-centered and stubborn that their 
rejection of Jesus was a foregone con
clusion. They were blinded by their 
pride. luke surely had their perversity 
in mind and wrote the narrative to ex
pose it. No one who reads Luke can 
miss $eeing those hard-hearted jews!" 

That is a comfortable point of view. 

But what if the text is directed not only 
!? !hos,e .first century folks but to the 
ms1der m Mr. Everyman-indeed to 
th~ :insider' in. US? Suppose that Luke is 
~ntmg a warnmg to every group which 
m any age imagines that it has a corner 
on knowing God and doing his will? 

Is any church immune from the 
te~J?tation to worship itself? Can a 
rehg1ous group constantly defend its 
accomplishments and be deeply thank
f~l for G_od's saving mercy at the same 
t1me? It 1s one thing to endeavor to be 
faithfully obedient to God. It is quite 
another matter to trust that obedience 
If we find ourselves angry at any on~ 
who dares to question the completeness 
of the restoration of the New Testa
ment church as a result of our methods 
we would do well to ask ourselves "Why 
am. I upset at this?" Have we come to a 
pomt. where our assurance of right 
standmg before God (justification) seems 
to us to depend on our own evaluation 
of what ~t: have accomplished? 

A rehg1ous group which is pre
~ccupie.d with listing its own qualifica
tiOns will not be noted for its gratitude 
and consciousness of the fact that salva
tion is a gift from God. Assurance of 
status-as seen in such statements as 
'We have restored'-on the basis of our 
own assessment of ourselves soon kills 
the sense of dependence on God. 

It is all too easy to deceive oursel.ves 
about personal motives and attitudes. 
The intention to restore the church as it 
was in the first century is a noble in
tention. But it is easy to forget that one 
of the marks of the early church was its 
absolute dependence on God and its 
constant declaration that whatever it 
was it was by the grace of God. The 
man who than ked God that he was not 
like other men was sincerely convinced 
that he was only doing God's will and 
had every right to speak about it. The 
fact remains, however, that he did not 
go home justified. 

When we read the parable of the 
'Good Samaritan' it is a simple matter 
to insulate ourselves from the impact 
that term had on a first century au
dience. If we notice the irony at all it is 
usually to apply it to people who lived 
two thousand years ago. To us the 
Samaritan is the 'good guy.' We get 
along with him very well and applaud 
Jesus for putting the self-righteous peo
ple in their place. 

What we must recognize, however, is 
that to the lawyer the Samaritan was the 
outcast 'bad guy.' In other words, Jesus 
'simple, lovely' parable turned the law
yer's religious world upsidedown! It is 
as if Jesus stood in one of our assem
blies and said, 'If you want to know 
what it means to be a neighbor look at 
the example of a Buddhist monk.' Only 
when we have the nerve to bring those 
first century words over to our doorsteps 
in their modern equivalents-only then 
will the impact of Jesus' words begin to 
make themselves felt. 

Our challenge is to identify the twen
tieth century outsiders about whom we 
mutter but with whom Jesus may be in 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

God's New Family 
0. H. TABOR 

Paul looks at the community of Christians and says, "You 
are the ·body of Christ." Then he looks at the individuals and 
says, "You are members of his body" (I Cor. 12:14, 27). He 
said to the church at Philippi, "You are the colony of heaven" 
(Phil. 3:20, Moffatt). The people of the lord and, especially, 
the people of the world need to get a proper concept of what 
the church is. It is called by several terms and each term 
gives us added significance and understanding. The family of 
God, the.colony of God's people on earth, the body of Jesus 
Christ, the kingdom of heaven. It is the Christian community 
of people who have been called out of darkness into the 
glorious light by the gospel of jesus Christ. The church, or 
body of disciples, exist to worship, minister and give glory 
to God, through jesus Christ. 

Christians are called by God to be and to act, not endlessly 
to discuss. It is easy to do more discussion than practice. The 
community of saved souls is the vehicle which God has sent 
to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. The 
church is the result of the mighty act of God in the life, 
death, resurrection and exaltation of jesus Christ. When 
Jesus died upon the cross his blood that he shed was the 
redemptive price he paid for the church, (Acts 20:28). When 
he left the world he did not leave behind, primarily, a code 
of ethics or a set of cold, logical principles as so many pillars 
of stone, but a group of men and women who were bound 
together by their knowledge that he was their lord and Mas
ter of life. Someone said, "Christ was not crucified in a 
Cathedral, between two candles, but on a cross, between two 
thieves; on the town garbage heap; on a crossroad so diverse 
that they had to write his title in Hebrew, latin and Greek. 
At the kind of place where cynics talk smut, and thieves, 
curse, and soldiers gamble. Because there is where he died 
and that is what he died about and there is where ch~rch
men ought to be. 

In the family of God we are to make special preparation 
for our mission on the earth and not merely to take up time 
with pious exercises. How beautiful and rewarding to each 
individual in our gatherings when we humbly confess to God 
the deep concerns of our life knowing that he will intercede. 
We must never forget that we exist for the world's good; to 
lift, heal, bind up, care and love. We must remember that 
God's new people have been 'risen with Christ to walk the 
new life.' This is all based upon the fact of the resurrection 
of the Christ. It is apparent that, from the beginning of John's 
ministry and especially since the latter part of Christ's minis
try, to speak of this great eschatological deed of God was to 
speak, not only of the triumph of the Messiah but also of the 
messianic community, for Christ could not be without his 
people, his new family. Since the cross there is that body of 
believers who live in the "last days" and there has been a 
new hope, as Peter said, "By his great mercy we have been 
born anew to a Jiving hope through the resurrection of jesus 
Christ from the dead" (I Pet. 1 :3). This is the very signifi
cance of what Paul said about Christ as the "First fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep" (I Cor. 15:20). 

Seeing such a marvelous plan of God for his new creatures 
we can understand what Paul is saying: "Now you are Christ's 
body, and each of you a limb or organ of it (I Cor. 12:27, 
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NEB). In baptism the new people have 'put on Christ' {Gal. 
3:27) and the new nature is theirs already (Eph. 4:24). By 
faith they have been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20). There 
is still conflict in the old dying age but the whole movement 
is toward newness of the fulness of Christ when warfare will 
be over and done. 

For a look at the first new creatures one can turn to the 
birthday of the church and there we see them in their new 
beauty. These people kept listening to the apostles, who had 
been commissioned by Jesus and endowed with the Holy 
Spirit, to be God's instructors of the new way. (Acts 2:41-47). 

We must remember how people came into the fellowship 
or church. There was no church buildings as we know them 
today. There was no highly organized ecclesiastic order. A 
great deal of their preaching was done in the open, out 
among people. Sometimes they met in their homes where 
the whole family could take part. In the meetings they sang, 
prayed, taught and communed. They were given to much 
praying, not so much for forgiveness, but thanking God that 
he had forgiven them. They knew they had been redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb and they trusted God to keep his 
word. It was not an easy road from the start. They realized 
what the cross of jesus meant very early in their experiences 
as Christians. They incurred the hatred of both pagans and 
Jews. They were often injured and persecuted and prayer to 
them was more than a mere form of words said over and 
over as we often hear today. Prayer to them, was not the 
time to tell their goodness or to impress others with words, 
but a time to speak out to God their needs as well as their 
rejoicings. We are glad to acknowledge them as our early 
brothers in the Family. We want to go the same direction 
that they went so as to meet them. 

In the early family things really happened as they expected 
them to do. We are told of many wonders. Among their num
ber, sick people were cured, bad people were made better, 
hopeless people took on new heart. Unloved people found 
warm loving hearts, lonely people found ·company, restless 
people found rest and peace. Jesus so changed people then 
and can do it now. He can cause us to live in a condition and 
in an atmosphere where brothers and sisters care, share, love, 
weep, rejoice with one another. The church of that day was 
a worshipful group. They assembled daily. They went to show 
loyalty to Jesus, their Saviour. They knew that in services 
God could do something with them and t<l them. They went 
there to talk to God and to talk with him. 

God's· first new people 'broke bread together from house 
to house.' They were friends, they ate, talked and worshipped 
together. We need this today for such friendship draws peo
ple to one another and makes the word, 'family,' meaningful. 

God's people wanted to enlist others into their ranks. Their 
love for humanity caused them to reach out to the commu
nity. We can't imagine these people neglecting to tell people 
what Jesus had done for them. They didn't need some sort of 
complicated visitation program with some form of echelon. 
We can't imagine these people neglecting the poor, elderly, 
crippled, diseased of their community. We can't imagine 
these people giving all their time to learning by attending 
great Seminars where discussion went on endlessly while 
they neglected to practice what they knew to be right. Per
haps we all know enough right now to keep us busy the 
balance of our lives. We have found it quite a lot easier to 
discuss than to practice. But, it is in practicing that people 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Proclamation Through Print ROGER E. DICKSON 

"You missionaries are stupid," said a 
Communist officer to a perplexed mis
sionary. 

"Why do you say this," stutter(!d the 
embarrassed missionary. 

"Your methods," replied the officer. 
11What's wrong with our methods?" 

inquired the mis~ionary. 
"look, for example, at tbe great con

ference that you just closed. You had a 
marvelous opportunity to obtain a vic
tory for your religion, but you didn't 
take advantage of it. Now, it is lost for
ever." 

"I don't understand. What do you 
mean?" questioned the missionary. 

The officer replied, "You will never 
again have the opportunity to speak 
precisely to that same multitude of 
Chinese leaders. Why didn't you give 
them literature; something printed that 
they could understand easily? Before 
their interest vanished, these people 
would have had a printed message re
lated to that which they had heard. 
Thus, the message would have had an 
effect for a month or a year and not 
just for a few minutes. 

",We communists have been in China 
less than 10 years, but everyone in this 
country already knows the name of Mao 
Tse-Tung and has heard of communism. 

11What you missionaries did not suc
ceed in accomplishing in a hundred 
years, we did in ten. We have filled 
China with our ideology. How? We 
printed our message and distributed our 
literature by the millions to all of China. 
One day soon we will have to expel 
you from our country. We will be able 
to do this by the power of the printed 
word." 

And you know the rest of the story. 
I once walked through the streets of 
lima, Peru and heard Communist 
"preachers" standing in the midst of 
ready listeners, gulping down Commu
nistic ideologies proclaimed with con
vincing power. 

listen, the search for methods to the 
evangelizing with the gospel the 4.5 
billion souls of the earth ends in litera
ture. This must be one of our primary 
methods of world evangelism. Charles 
lamb said, "literature is a very bad 
crutch, but a very good walking-stick." 
Basically, there are at least five things 
that must be emphasized to make litera
ture the walking-stick of world evange
lism. 

The Dedication to Literature 
We must first raise up those who are 

dedicated to this cause. Christian jour
nalism is desperately needed in the 
church, especially in foreign countries. 
Where are those who would make this 
their calling? "Our chief problem, of 
course," wrote John Courtney Murray, 
"is not literary censorship, but literary 
creation. This is true in the church. She 
has no trouble in finding censors; but 
she prays continually that God may give 
her men of learning who can write 
books that need to be written." 

The church needs those called to 
write; those experienced and dedicated 
who will inscribe their thoughts for the 
masses; those who have the ability to 
touch the hearts of men by the power 
of pen and ink. Kingsley wrote, "Except 
a living man, there is nothing more won
derful than a book! A message to us 
from the dead-from human souls whom 
we never saw, who lived perhaps thou
sands of miles away; and yet these, on 
those little sheets of paper, speak to us, 
teach us, comfort us, open their hearts 
to us as brothers." Jonathan Swift was 
right when he said, "Books, the chil
dren of the brain." And those who 
would reach the masses of this genera
tion of world population must reach it 
through pen, paper and press. "God, 
give us more pen preachers." If litera
ture is what Thomas Carlyle said it was, 
"The thought of thinking souls," then 
give us more soul thinkers. 

The Duration of Literature 
literature has the power to permeate 

time. Exodus 17:14 reads, 11And Jehovah 
said unto Moses, Write this for a memo
rial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears 
of Joshua . . ." "Books are lighthouses 
erected in that great sea of time" said 
Whipple. In the book, "The Springs of 
Morality," Hugh Dinwiddy stated,. "If we 
ask what literature is about, we have 
to answer that it is about the mystery of 
the human heart and its passage through 
time." It is true as the "Sunshine Maga
zine" stated, "The voice of books can be 
heard for years." Moses inscribed God's 
words millenia ago. But we still have it 
today. Would that we seriously consider 
putting our "memorials in a book" that 
they may be rehearsed through time. In 
the printed page there is a duration that 
is not terminated by the death of etther 
scribe or printer. Ezra Pound was right, 
"literature is news that stays news." 

The Dynamism of Literature 
The power of literature is in man's 

ability to think and reason. Spoken 
words are soon forgotten. But the print
ed word presents the reader with an 
opportunity to read and meditate, ques
tion and respond. Henry Wadsworth 
longfellow stated, "Books are sepul
chres of thought." 

literature is the silent persuader. 
Charles Eliot put it this way, 11Books 
are the quietest and most constant 
of friends; they are the most accessible 
and wisest of counsellors, and the most 
patient of teachers." 

''literature is the art of writing some
thing that will be read twice." A tract, 
a book, a Bible lesson is always there to 
be reconsidered, reread. And in re
consideration the inquisitive mind· has 
been sparked by a truth that could even
tually lead it to eternal heaven. litera
ture is a means of sparking inquisitive 
minds. lord Byron, in Don Juan, wrote: 

But words are things, and a small 
drop of ink, 

Falling like dew upon a thought, 
produces 

That which makes thousands, 
perhaps millions, think. 

The Demand for Literature 
Horace Mann once said, "A house 

without books is like a room without 
windows." Truly he was right. The de
mand among the minds of millions in 
the world today is for more windows. 
In my work in extension training in the 
West Indies I have made several trips to 
various islands. But Barbados has always 
been almost unique in the area of thirst 
for literature. Each time I go there I take 
several boxes of literature. I would lay 
the pieces of literature on the front pew 
of the church building. I always enjoyed 
seeing the reaction of the people after 
worship. They would always swarm over 
the materials, taking everything I had 
brought. These thirsty Christians always 
practiced what Austin Phelps said, 
"Wear the old coat and buy the new 
book." · 

Mission churches must have literature. 
There are so many churches which have 
limited leadership and limited contact 
with those who can give the training. 
But we can reach them by the trans
cendent page. We can help preachers 
by producing sermon outline books in 
the preachers native language. US 
churches must reach out with the press 
to build and strengthen struggling 
churches. We can give the needed Bible 
school mC\terials and books, or we can 
sit on padded pews with fat savings 
accounts and let the denominationalists 
do it. But when a book-starved gospel 
preacher in Columbia or Australia goes 
down to the local denominational book
store and buys Dwight Moody and Billy 
Graham and preaches the same, just 
remember that you had your chance. 

The Distribution of Literature 
We must distribute literature. Some

one once said, "A book is a book only 
when it is in the hands of a reader. The 
rest of the time it is an artifact." We 
live in an era of high competition in the 
field of literature. False religious and 
ideologies are forcefully propagated 
through print throughout the world. 
First class printing and first class dis
tribution are Satan's methods of appeal
ing to the hearts of the naive and in
nocent. Thus, our efforts must be no 
less. 

Here in the West Indies we have been 
distributing literature for two years. In 
conducting extension training seminars 
throughout the islands we have estab
lished a mechanism for getting the liter
ature to those who can use it. On each 
weekly trip of the Extension School we 
take several boxes of literature. Western 
Christian Foundation and other brethren 
have faithfully supplied us with much 
literature. But the need is far greater 
than the supply. One church sent us 
over 1000 copies of the book "Introduc
ing the Church of Christ." These books 
lasted only three weeks. We need mo.re 
literature but we also need funds for dis
tribution. Only recently has the Exten
sion School been hindered for the lack 
of funds. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Imperative to "Make Disciples" 
RON W. NEWBERRY 

The Pharisees demanded an answer. "Teacher, which is 
the greatest commandment in the law?" The lord responded, 
"Be baptized. This is the first and greatest commandment." 

One need not rush to the concordance to locate the scrip
ture for the above quote. It is not in the KJV, ASV, RSV or 
NIV. Where then can this potential proof text be found? 
Only in the CCOT (the Church of Christ Oral Tradition). like 
ancient oral traditions of Judaism, modern ones begin to carry 
equal, if n.ot greater, weight than the written law. 

Again, ff we were queried about the Great Commission, 
what would we claim Jesus taught in Matthew 28:18-20? 
What did he say should capture the hearts and the imagina
tion of the eleven disciples? "We should go teach, baptize 
and teach those baptized all jesus commanded the disciples." 
NO! The imperative of verse 19 is not "go." Neither is it 
"baptize" or "teach the baptized." The imperative is "make 
disciples." One may argue, "Well, you only make disciples 
by teaching; therefore, there is nothing wrong with translat
ing the words of Jesus to say, 'go teach.' " The only thing 
wrong with it is that it does not represent fully what he said. 
He demanded that we make disciples. Therefore, the problem 
inherent in the KJV's translation of Matt. 28:19 is that it 
misses the command of Jesus when it translates matheetuo 
"teach." It is clear from the imperative mood that the objec
tive of Jesus was not to "impart information" or merely "tell 
all nations" about what God had accomplished. He de
manded that his disciples make disciples. He was goal orient
ed, not task oriented. 

Is this merely an exercise in "hair-splitting?" This writer 
does not think so. Traditionally we seem to fall into two 
categories' in the church. One group sees its mission com
plete when the message has been verbalized. After all, Jesus 
said go and teach. Therefore, the primary objective becomes 
the forthtelling of the word. Thus, we become task oriented. 

The other group reads Matt: 28:19 (and all subsequent pas
sages which contain the word baptism) and places baptism 
or baptize in flashing neon lights in capital letters. Every 
other part of the will of God seems relegated to fine print. 
For example, why do we not proclaim repentance with the 
same vigor that we preach baptism? Again, we become task 
oriented rather than goal oriented. 

let this writer hasten to add that he neither advocates that 
we diminish the proclaiming of the word, nor that we cease 
baptizing accountable souls. However, let us remain true to 
our pledge to "speak where the Bible speaks." 

Could it be that the poor rate of retention of those we 
baptize stems in part from the fact that our objective falls 
short of the lord's? The commission is to make disciples. 
Our mission has often been to preach and baptize with 
little emphasis on discipleship. Why do we constantly speak, 
write, and report the number of "baptisms?" Why do we not 
speak the lord's language and speak of "disciples?" Certain
ly, no one can be a disciple who has not been baptized. 
However, scores of people are baptized who never become 
true disciples. What if we stressed "making disciples" and 
made the lord's imperative our mission? 

When luke recorded the events related in Acts, how did 
he choose to report the church's growth? Certainly he re-
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cords that three thousand were baptized on Pentecost. How
ever, note how he relates progress of the church from that 
day. Note also the variety of ways conversions were recorded. 

The lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved (Acts 2:47). Many believed and the number grew 
to five thousand men (4:4). More and more men and women 
believed in the lord and were added to their number (5:14). 
The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly and 
a large number of priests became obedient to the faith (6:7). 
When they believed . . . they were baptized, both men and 
women (8:12). Simon himself believed and was baptized 
(8:13). 

Furthermore, luke wrote that Philip baptized the eunuch 
(8:38). The church grew in numbers (9:31). Peter ordered 
that Cornelius and his household be baptized (10:48). A great 
number of people believed and turned to the lord (11 :21). 
A great number of people were brought to the lord (11 :24). 
A great number of Jews and Gentiles believed (14:1). They 
won a large number of disciples (14:21). lydia and her house
hold were baptized (16:15). Some of the Jews were persuaded 
and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God
fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women (17:4). Many 
of the jews believed as did also a number of prominent 
Greek women and many Greek men (17:12). 

In addition to these verses, luke recorded that Crispus 
and his household believed in the lord and many of the 
Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized 
(18:8). Paul preached that men should repent and turn to 
God, and prove their repentance by their deeds (26:20). 

This is not an exhaustive list of events of Acts which deal 
with those being saved. However, it provides ample evidence 
upon which the following conclusion is based. The pur
pose of New Testament evangelism following the directive 
of Jesus was to make disciples, not just baptize. We may 
argue that this is our objective, too. Why not then com
municate that with our terminology? One can easily compre
hend why some religious people accuse us of believing in 
"water salvation." 

let us preach the necessity of baptism; but let us remem
ber that baptism without repentance is worthless. Let us go 
forth and tell the world about Jesus, but let us remember 
that the going and telling are not ends in themselves. Let us 
be truly dedicated to converting people; let us make disci
plies. 

Friendly Avenue Church of Christ, 5101 W. Friendly Avenue, 
Greensboro, NC 27 410 

GOD'S NEW FAMILY 

(Continued from page 4) 

are drawn to Jesus. "let your light so shine that ... " (Matt. 
5:16). 

God's new family can be planted everywhere, all over this 
world, today. People are waiting, by the millions, to see 
Jesus through his people. If we are to be his people we are 
going to have to act like Jesus and not as Pharisees, not as 
Dives, not as Alexander, not as Diotrephes, not as Demas 
and some others who could be named. We need to restore 
just such a spirit to the world that these first Christian had. 
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Bitterness-The Achilles' Heel of Many Church Leaders 

The vast majority of us are tempted, 
at least once in our lives, to be bitter 
toward one person or group of persons. 
Some expand a personal batterness to a 
bitterness against the world in general. 
Frequently, bitterness or extreme resent
ment is held toward some family mem
ber or in-law. My concern here is with 
bitterness as a problem among church 
leaders. Surely bitterness must be an 
omnipresent temptation among church 
leaders. Imagine how you might react 
in the following situations: 

You are an elder in a congregation 
served by a strong-willed preacher 
who continually makes you an object 
of his public ridicule and sarcasm. 

You are a located preacher who has 
been badgered and harassed in vari
ous ways by two or three of your el
ders. The remaining elders offer you 
no support and eventually capitulate 
to the wishes of your critics. The eld
ers set a date for you to vacate the 
pulpit and the church home even 
though you have no immediate em
ployment opportunity, all the while 
telling your many supporters in the 
congregation that your resignation 
was both deeply regretted and un
solicited. 

You are a professor of Bible in a 
Christian college and you are offering 
conclusions and insights based on a 
deep and reverential respect for the 
Scriptures as the word of God. You 
know that your department chairman 
agrees with most of your conclusions 
and is comfortable with all of your 
views, but under criticism by the par
ents of a handful of students, neither 
the chairman nor the college presi- · 
dent is willing to stand behind you.· 
You are removed from that class and 
eventually leave the college you once 
had planned to serve the rest of your 
life. 

You are a young seminarian with a 
perfect academic record and at the 
top of your graduating class. Within a 
month of graduation, an administrator 
informs you that you will be stripped 
of valedictorian honors because you 
are not a member of the seminary's 
sponsoring denomination. 

You are an older minister with a 
serious moral problem that has quick
ly surfaced. Suddenly, you need moral 
support and encouragement. In this 
situation, you discover a number of 
new friends who suspend judgment 
and extend love and understanding. 
But from many old friends that you 
have known many years and for whom 
you have given much of your time and 
energy, you receive not a word. 

Already, we are aware that these illus-
trations are not simply hypothetical. 
Each is real and is likely to be repeated 

PERRY C. COTHAM 

in the lives of church leaders we may 
know. How would we react if we find 
ourselves in such a situation? How 
would the average woman feel if her 
husband was trapped in this kind of 
predicament? Just how difficult is it to 
extend love and forgiveness under these 
circumstances? Apparently, bitterness is 
very difficult problem for some church 
leaders, if we may judge from observable 
behavior. We have seen cases where 
long-standing enmities were carried to 
the grave. We have seen people who 
refuse to speak to each other and, in 
some instances, go out of their way to 
avoid confronting each other. A preach
er may refuse to preach for a congrega
tion he once served because he resents 
the way his employment there was 
terminated; an offended or jealous eld
ership may never invite a former preach
er to return as guest speaker though 
he is loved and respected by the major
ity of the congregation. This kind of 
behavior is all too frequent. It is evi
dence that many of us have not grown 
up in Christ and are still acting like 
children. A discussion of resentment 
and bitterness, as I see it, touches one 
of the rawest nerves in the ministry. As 
commonplace as the problem may be, it 
is hard to deal with because the subject 
is centered on personalities and sensi
tive feelings. 

Bitterness is a special problem for 
church leaders for a number of reasons. 
First, by their nature, leaders are subject 
to harsh and acerbic criticism. Some 
leaders are victimized by devious mani
pulation behind their backs. The more 
active a leader is, and the greater im
pact he has on the lives of others, the 
more he will be criticized. The more 
that the leader challenges traditions and 
points in new directions, the more likely 
it will be that he will be opposed and 
misunderstood. Consider also that by 
their very nature most church disputes 
assume a moral dimension. Differences 
of personality are then transformed into 
differences between truth and error or 
between godliness and wickedness. It's 
a most unimaginative critic who cannot 
couch even his most petty, personal 
opposition to his preacher or an elder 
in terms of sound doctrine or uphold
ing moral standards; he may have suc
ceeded in deluding himself that only 
high principles are at stake and that 
his own personality and prejudices have 
no bearing on the dispute. This kind .of 
critic may have a closed mind and thus 
he becomes the most difficult person to 
deal with. It should be helpful to recall 
that Biblical heroes such as Moses, Elijah, 
Peter, and Paul had bouts with bitter
ness and depression over their contem
poraries. And we know how the Master 
faced stiff opposition, cruel abuse, and 
gross misunderstanding. 

And finally, bitterness is a difficult 
problem for church leaders because, in 
far too many cases, our worst opposition 
and greatest persecution are perpe
trated by our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. A friend working as counselor in 
a Christian social agency once related, 
"When I became a Christian I was 
warned that I would face persecution, 
but I never dreamed that the persecu
tion would come· from my own breth
ren." I recall a line from Hadrian VII: 
"I am not in revolt against the faith; I 
am in revolt against the faithful." Joseph 
is the prime example in the Old Testa
ment of a person who could have easily 
rationalized an embittered attitude to
ward his own brothers. Because of his 
brothers' envy and jealousy, joseph was 
despised, ostracized, rejected, and sold 
into slavery. And yet, there is never a 
trace of resentment .and bitterness in 
joseph's heart and through his strength 
of character the young man survived 
and became the agent of salvation from 
starvation for his own people. 
TheNew Testament is clear about the 
danger and destructiveness of bitterness. 
Paul directed the Ephesians to "get rid 
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawl
ing and slander, along with every form 
of malice" (4:31). The writer to the He
brews warns that 11a root of bitterness" 
must be eradicated at once for, if toler
ated, this is a sure way of falling short 
of the grace of God (12:15). 

Bitterness toward some individual or 
toward some group of people may well 
be the Achilles' heel of many church 
leaders; through this weakness, the force 
of evil makes great inroads into their 
spiritual lives. The embittered and re
sentful leader not only jeopardizes his 
own soul, but he risks bringing harm to 
those who are guided by his words and 
example. An elder who harbors grudges 
and nurses bitterness not only will serve 
with impaired effectiveness, but his deci
sions affecting others may deprive them 
of opportunities for Christian maturity 
and fellowship. A preacher who sustains 
and nurses his bitterness against one 
group of elders may find this negative 
emotion affecting adversely the subse
quent relations with other elders. Try as 
we may, we cannot keep evidence of 
deep bitterness from seeping into the 
words we write or speak. Preachers and 
elders, as with other Christians, are in 
the business of continuing Christ's min
istry of reconciliation. The leader who 
is able to conquer resentment and bit
terness is the only person who can bring 
others around to the same kind of vic
tory. But that kind of battle is not an 
easy one and in some concluding re
marks next week we will discuss how 
bitterness may be overcome. 

(to be continued) 
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Jesus, the Son of God 
All penitent believers who have been 

baptized into Christ are sons of God, but 
Jesus, having been miraculously begot
ten by the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary was (and is), uniquely, the 
Son of God. 

"When Jesus came into the coasts of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
saying, Whom do men say that I the 
Son of man am? And they said, Some 
say that thou are john the Baptist: some, 
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 
the prophets. He saith unto them, But 
whom say ye that I am? And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. And 
jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven." (Matt. 
16:13-19). 

If Jesus was not the Son of God, he 
was an imposter, because he said in 

Speak Where the Bible Speaksl 
"Unto Adam also and to his wife did 
the Lord God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them" (Genesis 3:21). 

Preaching on Modesty 
How many preachers have used this 

passage with · Genesis 3:7 where Adam 
and Eve "sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons" for a sermon 
on modesty? I have! The argument is 
advanced like this. Adam and Eve made 
clothing out of leaves. God saw this was 
insufficient and made more modest 
clothing for them out of skins. If God 
saw the need for man and woman to 
put on more in the beginning, surely we 
ought to see that need today! How many 
of us have preached it that way? 

Have We Been Speaking Truthl 
Does Genesis 3:7, 21 teach the above 

or have we made it up by our assump
tions? Recently, I was going back over 
these passages and began asking some 
needed questions. First, where do the 
passages say what is argued above? The 
word "modesty" is not even hinted at. 
It is supplied by preachers who think . 
they are an illustration of modesty. But, 
it simply is not there! 

Second, the reason for making clothes 
of skins is not given. We could as easily 
say God gave them skins because they 
are more enduring than leaves! Skins 
protect from the "thorns and thistles" 
better than leaves. Skins protect from the 
weather better than leaves. To assume 
God gave them skins for reasons of 
modesty is speaking where the Bible 
does not speak. 
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many instances that he was the Son of 
God. If Jesus was an imposter, he was 
not a good man. It is universally admit
ted by those who deny the truth of the 
Bible that Jesus was a good man. It is 
grossly inconsistent to admit that Jesus 
was a good man and at the same time 
deny that he was the Son of God. 

Jesus made the evidence that was the 
Son of God absolutely impregnable for
ever by his glorious resurrection from 
the dead by the working of "the mighty 
power" of God. Paul says that God 
"declared him to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead." (Rom. 1 :4). 

Other proofs which declared Jesus 
to be the Son of God were (1) his match
less teaching (Matt. 7:28, 29); (2) his 
miracles (John 3:2, 20:30, 31); and (3) 
his sinless life (Heb. 7:22-26). 

The Ethiopian eunuch, desiring to be 
baptized into Christ, said to Philip, "See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to 
be baptized? And Philip said, If thou be
lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that 
jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still: 
and they went down both into the wa
ter, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 

RAY HAWK 

Third, Adam and Eve were the only 
couple on earth. They were married 
to one another. Is it sinful for a husband 
and wife, in a private situation where no 
others exist, to be naked before one 
another. The New Testament says such 
is not the case. Also read Solomon's 
relationship with his bride. Were Solo
mon and his wife dressed in animal 
skins as were Adam and Eve in the 
scenes described for us in Song of Solo
mon? If not, were they sinning? 

Fourth, if Genesis 3:7, 21 is God's 
absolute rule of modesty, why do we 
not wear skins today, as worn by Adam 
and Eve, when we attend social, public 
affairs? If this is an absolute standard, 
how much did the skins cover? Cave
man style? Robinson Crusoe style? 
Where did Eve's hemline or neckline 
come to? Did the skins cover one or 
both shoulders? Was the back covered 
or partially covered? If God bound the 
idea of putting on more than what 
leaves covered, how much more is to 
be covered? What was the sleeve 
length? Did the skins cover the knees? 
One Hebrew authority translates this 
word "coats" as "shirts." Would that be 
a shirt as worn today or a dress as worn 
by people in the Arab world? Who is 
ready to produce a list and add it to the 
Bible? 

This writer is not against modesty. 
I am for it! I am also for integrity in our 
preaching! If we have the truth on any 
subject, we need not assume a passage 
teaches something and wrest it from 

(Continued on page 11) 

baptized him. And when they were 
come up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more: and he went 
on his way rejoicing." (Acts 8:36-39). 

jesus says: "Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will I 
confess also before my Father which is 
in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before 
my Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 
10:32, 33). 

Paul says: " ... if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unk> righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation." (Rom. 10:9, 10). 

The Loyal Church 
DAVID BOSWELL 

Recently I read with some humor and 
sadness, about a sister in Christ who was 
upset because she couldn't find a "loyal" 
church. She had heard this one was 
liberal, or that one had an unsound 
preacher. Beloved, it's always good to 
be concerned for the truth, but if we 
spend our time trying to find a "loyal" 
church free from error, we may never 
find one. 

The Bible teaches that the whole rea
son for being a Christian is, " ... to be 
conformed to the image of his Son ... " 
This conforming takes in everything that 
we can think of when we live for jesus. 
Instead of worrying so much about a 
"sound" church, our biggest concern 
must be a "sound" life; a pleasing life
style to God. We don't rely exclusively 
upon what we do Sunday morning to 
save us, but rather what we do on Sun
day morning in worship must flow from 
a life which has an everyday relationship 
with God through jesus Christ. If our 
life is spent putting him first and doing 
our best to please him, then our worship 
with the saints Sunday morning will be 
pleasing unto him. My relationship with 
Jesus is a one-on-one relationship. I 
will not be judged by the activity of the 
church, but I will be judged on the basis 
·of my personal relationship with him. 

The church in Sardis in Revelation 
3:1-6, is a good example. This church 
had a name of being alive, but they 
were dead; a spiritual graveyard. But 
the point to notice is this: even though 
most of the members in Sardis were not 
pleasing to Jesus, there were a few 
members that were alive. Of these Jesus 
said that they would walk with him in 
white. Among all the deadness, a few 
members were alive and well. 

Where can you find a "loyal" church? 
They're not found in brotherhood pa
pers or smear-sheets, they're found 
when Christians whose lives please God 
are found. We're the church, and when 
our lives please God then we're "loyal." 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, Calif. 
95608 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

This is the last article in the current series be helped by reading them. We thank Bro. -Leonard Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, 
about evangelism in the Bible School classes, Pepper for this excellent work he has done. Texas 76571. 
written by Bro. Clayton Pepper. All of us will 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with Relationship to Evangelism (5) 

3-NON-MEMBER CLASS 

Perhaps the next troup to see would 
be the non-members who attend with 
their spouses. This should be taught by 
an enthusiastic and dedicated soul win
ner. He should be a part of the interview 
team with this group. You should not 
attempt to have the same type of inter
view with this group as you would with 
the members. Bill Lowery, a preacher of 
the gospel in Oklahoma, has a non
members class on a week night with 
three or four couples at a time. He con
verts most of them. 

4--WEAK MEMBERS CLASS 

This leaves one group, that is the wea.k 
and indifferent members. A special 
course like "Seeking the One Who Has 
Gone Astray," by B. C. Carr, could be 
used, or the teacher could use this book 
and others along the same line and 
adapt the material to meet their needs. 
See ''I Know Thy Works." 

Interviews with this group will offer 
many counselling opportunities relative 
to their spiritual condition. It will un
cover problems that were otherwise un
known. Since this group will probably 
be an auditorium class, it may remain 
there. Tell them about the new course 
of study planned and who is to teach 
it. Careful effort should be made to 
observe members of the class to see if 
attendance and attitudes toward Christ, 
the Church, and responsibility changed. 
When improvement is sufficient, recruit 
these for the next personal evangelism 
class. 

One congregation in Tennessee adopt
ed the policy of interviewing all new 
converts and members identifying with 
them. After this program had been in 
progress for several months, one of the 
elders said, "The people I have inter
viewed are the ones who are working 
and the ones I did not interview are not 
working." Those people's interests, 
qualifications and needs were uncov
ered. The person in the congregation 
in charge of the program for which the 
new members were best suited, was 
contacted and told to put them to work. 

CLAYTON PEPPER 

Train More and You Will Win More! 
Use Soul Saving Quarterlies in 

Bible School Classes 
Use these in a series or to give train

ing in special areas. The following plan 
is suggested for a total educational pro
gram on evangelism: Assemble all mem
bers for a quarter's study using part 1 
or 7 as a motivational course. Ask all 
who will to continue in the training pro
gram the next quarter meeting in an
other room. This group should continue 
through the entire course. Careful con
sideration should be given to the mate
rial for those who do not participate in 
soul saving. 

Part I, YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD. Jesus' ministry has been called 
"A master plan of evangelism." Students 
will enjoy tracing the work of jesus in 
selecting, training, organizing and send
ing forth his disciples, and gleaning les
sons that we today can use in continu
ing his mission. The author then exam
ines the growth of the Jerusalem church 
and compares it with the church today. 
By Clayton Pepper. 

Part II, JESUS SENT THEM TWO BY 
TWO. This is a handbook on the minis
try of visitation, as well as a training 
manual. Students will learn the HOW, 
the WHY, and the WHAT which is to be 
accomplished on almost every type of 
visit to be made. Complete details are 
included on organization and adminis
tration of a congregational program. By 
Clayton Pepper. 

Part Ill, TEACHING DAILY FROM 
HOUSE TO HOUSE. One teacher of a 
cottage meeting training class said that 
he believes workers can increase their 
responses by SO% by using the plan 
presented for teaching cottage classes 
in this book. The author tells how he 
teaches while using the Jule Miller film
strips, charts, tracts, study sheets and 
the open Bible. He has won over 140 
souls using this plan. By Bob Danklef
sen. 

Part IV, WE PERSUADE MEN. You 
cannot win souls unless you can close! 
The author tells how to persuade the 
fearful, procrastinator, excuse maker, 
and how to deal successfully with nu
merous objections. The great main 
spring of action is emotion not logic. 

Logic must approve an action, but logic 
does not motivate. The student is taught 
in this course how to motivate the 
prospect. By Clayton Pepper. 

Part V, SCRIPTURAL ANSWERS TO 
RELIGIOUS ERROR. 1. One of the great
est tasks of the soul winner is to be 
able to teach the Word more perfectly 
to religious people in error. This book 
discusses: Judiasm, its rejection of 
Christ; Jesus' Church Built; Early De
partures; Seeds of Catholicism; Roman 
Catholic Church; Eastern Orthodox; 
Mennonite; Lutheran; Episcopal; Pres
byterian; United Church of Christ; Bap
tist and Society of Friends. By Owen 
Olbricht. 

Part VI, SCRIPTURAL ANSWERS TO 
RELIGIOUS ERROR. II. This book dis
cusses the following denominations in 
the light of the scripture: Church of the 
Brethren, United Methodist, Unitarian 
Universalism, Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, Seventh Day Advent
ist Church, Salvation Army, Internation
al Convention of Christian Churches, 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Church of Christ 
Scientist, Church of the Nazarene, Unity 
School of Christianity, Assemblies of 
God and Radio Church of God. By Owen 
Olbricht. 

Part VII, PAUL'S PASSION FOR SOULS, 
is a study of Paul's attitudes and driving 
forces within him that kept him striving 
to reach the lost. The Apostle Paul 
wanted to become all things to all men 
that he by some means might reach 
some. This study will cause every work
er to be a braver, a bolder, more com
passionate and more committed servant 
of Christ. By James Grott. 

Part VIII, SEEKING THE ONE WHO 
HAS GONE ASTRAY, is designed to pre
pare each worker for the task of restor
ing the erring. During the first five years 
after conversion, we lose approximately 
40% to SO% of those converted. Little 
has been done except mark them off the 
rolls. The author discusses the problems, 
causes, prevention and cures. This is an 
excellent and needed study. By B. C. 
Carr. 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Pub
lishing House, P.O. Box 610, Austin, 
Texas 78767. 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single $45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States). 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 

Write or call for details. 

Leonard Mullens 

P.O. Box828 

Salado, TX 76571 
817/947-5403 

Gene Shoemake 

2801 E. Memorial Rd., Suite B 

Edmond, OK 73034 

405/478-4127 

CONTACT: 

Ted Monroe 

1508 Metro Tower 

1220 Broadway 
Lubbock, IX 79401 
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Bob Baker 
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713/534-6735 

::: ::::::::~: : : 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 19, 1982 



11 AND HE WAS A SAMARITAN" 
(Continued from page 3) 

friendship. Why? Because, unless we 
dare to go through the trauma (and it 
is just that!) of actually realizing that 
Jesus accepts people whom we have re-
jected we will remain an ungrateful peo
ple. Ingratitude is a far more serious 
thing than a lack of common courtesy
it can definitely block fellowship be
tween· the ungrateful person and God. 
It can send us to the place of worship 
and leave us standing there 'praying 
with self.' Worse than that, it can bring 
people to the point where they would 
rather do anything than apply the words 
of Jesus to themselves. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 

----o-------
PROCLAMATION THROUGH PRINT 

(Continued from page 5) 
But Jet us never forget the need for 

literature. We must saturate cultures 
with the truth. The country of Grenada 
is presently under communist control. 
We have been making trips to this coun
try with boxes of literature. 

Our church leaders in countries as 
Grenada are pleading for literature to 
help in their fight against atheistic 
philosophies. But there are a thousand 
other doctrines of demons which must 
be fought against with the artillery of 
gospel literature. We must drown Satan 
with the printed page. 

SPEAK WHERE THE BIBLE SPEAKS! 
(Continued from page 8) 

its context to bolster our arguments. 
Brethren, let us get back to speaking as 
the oracles of God and not be guilty of 
ADDING to the word! 
1461 East Chester, Jackson, Tennessee 
38301 

Hal Smith, 4111 W. Illinois, Dallas, TX 
75211: On Sunday, Oct. 24, F. F. Conley 
will have completed fifty years of 
preaching. On that Sunday morning, he 
will preach and his three sons, Darrell, 
Frazier, and Mike, will preach that eve
ning. At 2:30 in the afternoon, there 
will be a reception at the Mountain 
View church building in honor of 
Brother and Sister Conley for their years 
of faithful service to the Lord. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Mar~ Brecheen/Faulkner 

Enrl.chinent In 

Seminar 
Person 

1982 SCHEDULE 
NOVEMBER 5-6 Denton, TX (817) 382-5052. University church of Christ, 403 Welch Street, 

76201 
DECEMBER 3-4 El Paso, TX (915) 593-2772 Church of Christ in Eastwood, 10104 Album Ave., 

79925 
1983 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 28·29 Fayetteville, NC (919) 488-3975 Helen Street church of Christ, 1312 Stansfield 
Drive, 28303 

FEBRUARY 11·12 Portland, OR <503) 235·2681 Central church of Christ, 5231 S.E. Stark Street, 
97215 

MARCH 4-5 Donelson, TN (615) 883-6666 Donelson church of Christ, 2706 Old Lebanon Road, 
37214 

MARCH 25-26 Dearborn Heights, Ml (313) 278-8120 or 563-1027 Church of Christ at Parkside, 
17200 West Outer Drive, 48127 

APRIL 15-16 Odessa, TX (915) 332-0926 Church of Christ, Sixth & Jackson, P.O. Box 3307, 
79760 

APRIL 25-26 Fort Worth, TX (817) 281-0773 Richland Hills church of Christ, 6720 N.E. Loop 
820,76118 

MAY 6-7 Atlanta, GA (404) 394-3377 Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Highway, 
N.E. 30328 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

COMMUNITY MINI·WORKSHOP 

+ CRIME + SUBSTANCE ABUSE + 
+ TEENS AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THEM + 

We are holding day long workshops in cities, towns and communities nationwide 
dealing with the following subjects: 

1. Are We Indeed a Delinquent Community and Church? 
2. The Four "W's" of Our Involvement in Our Local Facilities. 
3. An Overview of Our Prison & Juvenile System (A Slide presentation & 

panel/audience participation session). 
4. What Pressures Are Our Teens Facing Today? 
5. Substance Abuse ... Is Your Church & Community Rising To Offer 

Alternatives? 
6. Let's Use Our Buildings For More Than Shrines I 
7. Facing and Dealing With the Unique Problems of the Offender and Those 

of His Family. 
8. Christians and the Challenge of Crime (Film). 
9. An Ex-Offender TaiKs Candidly to Parents. 

These Workshops include display booths from local law enforcement & drug 
agencies, a1cohol & substance abuse counselling centers and other outside 
support agencies. THERE IS NO COST TO YOUR CONGREGATION FOR THIS 
WORKSHOP. You just provide the building. 

For more information and available dates clip the coupon & mail to: 
Robert D. Rubinow, c/o P.R.O.P., P.O. Box 29536, Columbus, Ohio 43229 

NAME __________________________ CHURCH _____________________ __ 

STREET------------------------------------------------

CITY _________________ STATE------- ZIP ___ _ 
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BOOKS !Jn feeview 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET: 

UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN. Rex 
Kyker Editor. Firm Foundation. 126p/ 
per ~opy $2.95. 100 copies (boxed) 
$195.00 

The Firm Foundation is entering a 
new field of service by providing a very 
well w ri tten paperback that can be pur
chased in bulk by ch urches and placed 
in the foyer w here members can pick 
them up and give them to friends. Rex 
Kyker, well know n ACU professor has 
edited the fi rst principle essays of Reuel 
Lemmons, John Bannister, Melvin W ise, 
j . W. Roberts and himsel f into a beaut i
ful little vo lume especially des igned for 
mass free distribution . 

Bookstands are f ill ed w ith paperbacks. 
They se ll by the millions. Th e finest way 
we know to scatter the gospel is through 
extensive use of well written materia l. 
Congregations can enter a printing min
istry at very li ttle cost and distribute first 
class teaching designed to introduce 
the reader to Jesus Christ and to teach 
him the plan of salvation. 

The first of three planned volumes is 
off the press. Unusually well designed 
and printed, it presents, through quality 
li teratu re, the gospel story. Congrega
tions are urged to purchase this book in 
hundred or more lots and make them 
available for free distribution. When a 
Christian gives a friend a book to read 
it often opens a door. 

NORTH AMARILLO TO HOST 
HOMECOMING 

The North Amarillo Church of Christ 
has invited all of its former members as 
well as those who have been associated 
with the congregation over the years to 
join them in their homecoming activities 
on October 17, 1982. 

North Amari llo's last homecoming day 
was in 1977. At that time, over 900 mem
bers and former members enjoyed re
newing old friendships and memories. 
This year, classes will be taught by former 
m inisters of the North Amarill o congrega
tion. ·1 he Sunday noon meal wi ll be pro
vided as wi ll housing for all out-of-town 
visi tors. The guest speaker for that day 
wi ll be Truman E. Spring. Brother Spring 
currently works with the Jersey Village 
congregation in northwest Houston. He 
wi ll also be the guest speaker in a gospel 
meeting which wi ll run in conjunction 
with the homecoming activities during 
the week of October 18-22. 

One of the highlights of the home
com ing activities w i ll be the presentation 
of the acappella chorus from Lubbock 
Christian Co llege, under the direction of 
Dr. Wayne Hinds, also a former member 
at North Amari llo. 

The current ministers of the North 
Amarill o congregation are Glen Wa lton 
and Bob Pendleton. For housing or gen
eral information, contact North Amarillo 
Church of Christ, 801 N.E. 1st, Amarillo, 
Texas 79107. 

~ 
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Churches would do well to place in 
their yearly budgets a. sizable amount 
for gospel literature. Send for an inspec-

tion copy of this book. We believe you 
will want to distribute it by the hun
dreds. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHlTIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricul um 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-391 1 

STUDY TOUR PLANNED 
GREECE, ISRAEL and EQYPT 

November 21- December 3, 1982 

Dear Friends, 

For years I have dreamed of leading a tour of 
Bible lovers to the Ancient Biblical sites where 
Jeannie, the children and I camped, explored and 
Worshiped. This will be a special tour in many 
ways. I will be with you every step of the way 
pointing out numerous items and places of Biblical 
importance to the serious Bible student. Greek 
Hospitality . . . Greek Brothers and Sisters many 
of whom we taught and baptized . . . Greek 
Preachers to guide us and worship together not only in the assembly but 
on Mars Hill where you too will shed tears as did our Bro. Paul when he 
saw the whole city given to idols. 

Follow that with five adventure filled days of traveling the homeland 
of our Lord from Dan to Beersheba. We shall spend the sixth day 
reminiscing walking throughout Jerusalem. I want to slowly rewalk the 
"Via Dolorosa" the way of the cross all the way to Golgotha the place of 
the Skull. If possible that evening a devotional in the garden of 
Gethsemane. 

Now top that off with the Splnx & Pyramids of Ancient Egypt 
and you have yourself a lifetime of treasured memories to share with all 
the world. 

As one who has lived and preached in that part of the world for 
fifteen years as your missionary . . . who could better show you the 
lands of the Bible ? We want this to be a small group so we can give 
each special attention .. .. Won't you Write now and Plan to Go with 
us ... you can call me about anything . .. (713) 543-7847. 

Write for Free Brochure 

Shalom 

George C. Dumas 
311 E. Calhoun 
El Campo, Texas 77437-4599 
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Want to get out of debt? 
Do you have t oo much month left a t the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you l ike to liquidate all your debts, 
have a l arge reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

fflten !Pel 0/16 d66i61 rtfou 
CiJfe 6ftecial';e ln fi>-'1-eache-'1.6 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains l ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed- These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glass!ike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of$ t 3.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 



E. H.I)AMS 

The voice of E. H. ljams has been 
stilled. 

On july 13, his gentle spirit was re
leased from the body in which it had 
lived for 96 years. For more than 70 of 
his years, he preached the gospel of 
Christ. Sixty-seven years he shared with 
Sister ljams. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 

Jerry Moffitt, Director, or Bobby Cullum, Dean of Admissions 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

--. 

It would be inaccurate to say that 
churches in California, Nashville and 
Memphis where he did local work, are 
the only ones to feel the impact of his 
ministry. That ministry has spanned the 
globe. It would be inaccurate to say that 
David lipscomb College, Georgia Chris
tian School and the Harding Graduate 
School are the only institutions to feel 
the impact of his administrative exper
tise and his teaching skills. The influence 
of his teaching has been felt on the 
campus of every Christian educational 
institution in the world. His leadership 
in the educational work of the church, 
his participation in teacher training 
programs across the land, study guides 
and other materials he has written, 
have made possible increased effective
ness in Bible teaching throughout our 

IMMEDIATE FUNDS IDOWEQUALIFY? 
I Please RUSH free information. 

for 

QUALIFIED CHURCHES 
( 100% underwriting. .. 
... We buy the bonds) 

WRITE ~ 
brotherhood. · AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 

Funeral services for Brother ljams 
were conducted at the Highland Street 
church building in Memphis on July 15. 
Those participating were Willard Collins, 
C. W. Bradley, Clarence C. Dailey, Bob 
Brewer, Larry McKenzie, and Paul 
Brown. Burial was in Nashville on Fri
day, july16, with graveside services con
ducted by Bob Neil and Paul Brown. 

Now Ready for Shipment-

5408 Bell · P.O. BOX' 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-o648 

(806) 352·5603 

"Church financing 
is our business" 

8.95 

Harding Lectures 
1982 

_____________________________________________ , __ _ 
Firm Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Harding Lectures, 
1982 @ $8.95 each plus 80¢ postage and handling, 
(Texas resident add 40¢ sale tax.) 

Nmn~e------------------------------------------------------------
Address--------------
City ______ state ·-------~Z.ip __ _ 
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I ... we need funds to build I 

Name 

·Address 

CUy State Zip 

Individual's function In congregation 

Name of congregation 

Ph. Nos. 

59th Annual Harding University 
Bible Lectureship 

Searcy, 
Arkansas 

THE 
CHURCH: 
RENEWAL 

OR RUIN? 

f 
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. . 
CARIBBEAN EMPoHASIS WORK.SHOP 

• 0 

You are invited to attend the 

FIRST ANNUAL CARIBBEAN EMPHASIS WORKSHOP 

Friday 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

November 19 - 21, 1982 

Saturday 9:00 am - 9:30 pm Sunday 9:00 am - 11:30 am 

The purpose of this Workshop is to inform the Church in the U.S. concerninq the work of the Lord 
in the Caribbean and to insp ire conqreqations to qet more involved in this mission area. 

COME AND BE INSPIRED BY: 

Former Missionaries to the Caribbean 
National Evanqelists and Missionar ies who live there now 

Future Missionaries planninq to qo there 
Veteran Campaiqn workers who have seen first-hand the needs and opportunities on these islands 

Registration: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Friday 

WORKSHOP DIRECTED BY DON STARKS 

CARIBBEAN CAMPAIGNS FOR CHRIST 

DISPLAYS 

Exhibits are limited to those brotherhood projects that directly involve the Caribbean Islands. 
Commercial space will be available in classrooms throuqh Saturday night only. 

Firms are requested to consider such items as co uld be used in and exported to the islands. 

LODGING available in Members homes 

Lunch and Supper provided in Darby Drive Fellowship Hall on Saturday 

Write or call today for Room and/or Display Rese rvat ions: 
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PAN AMERICAN 

LECTURESHIP BULLETIN 

Information is just in on the Pan 
American Lectureship. Changing 
circumstances in the airline indus
try have kept us guessing until 
today. 

Passengers can leave from e ither 
Dallas or Houston, but on Sunday 
rather than Monday as scheduled. 
They will overnight in Bogata Sun
day !light and arrive in Medellin, 
Colombia on Monday morning for 
the lectureship. Dallas passengers 
will depart DFW on Eastern, Flite 
1657 at 12:35 p.m., Sunday Octo
ber 31. Houston passengers will 
depart on Eastern, flite 96 at 12:55 
p.m. Sunday, October 31. 

Livingston Travel is helping us 
with a package arrangement on 
hotel and incidentals and will be 
mailing each reserved passenger 
information immediately. Anyone 
who has not made a reservation 
should do so immediately, either 
to Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, Aus
tin, Tx. 78767, or directly to Liv
ingston Travel, Inc., 321 West 
Church St., Livingston, Tx. 77351 

PAN AMERICAN 
LECTURESHIP 

Give Me 
A Mountain, Lord 

MEDELUN, COLOMBIA 

NOV. 1-5, 1982 

SPEAKERS 

Howard Norton, Jeff Walling, 
James Burton Coffman, 
Stanley Lockhart. Carl James, 
Dan Coksr, Carl Brecheen, 
Paul Faulkner, <:md others. 

TOPICS 

Existentialism & Evangelism 
Urban Evangelism 
Prophets of God 
Marriage Enrichment 

Seminar 
Christian Attitude Toward 

Socialistic Governments 

Travel Information: Reuel Lemmons, 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or w rite: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies - J immy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

r CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Coobct ua E. free emmate. 

P. 0. ~ 587, :1:-e, Teu 7805D 
P h one 817· 8415-9008 

-- -·-·-·- -·- -·- -·-·-·-·-. 
Eastside Church of Christ 

4th Annual Lectureship • Nov. 5, 6, 7 

Jeffowokip 
FRIDAY, November 5 SATURDAY, November 6 

7 :QO- 8 :QQ-"What fel_lo~ship,~s 7 :QQ. 8 :QO-"Fellowship and the 
and what Jt JS not. Restoration 

-Richard Black Principle." 
8 :10- 9 :00- "When fellowship -Almz Highers 

among the Saints is SUNDAY, November 7 
wrong." 9 :3Q-10 :2Q- "Why there should be 

-Robert Taylor no Fellowship be-
tween the Christian 

SATURDAY, November 6 church and the Lord's 

9 :OQ- 9 :50-"Right Attitudes tO· 
ward fellowship." 

-Richard Black 
10 :00-1Q :50-"Fellowship and 

Marriage, Divorce 
and Remarriage." 

-Robert Taylor 
11 :00·12 :QO-"The Christian's 

fellowship with 
God." 

-Hugo McCord 
1 :30· 2 :20-"Fellowship in the 

Home." 
-Hugo McCord 

2 :30- 3 :20-"The Importance of 
Christian 
Fellowship." 
- Duane Hendrickson 

3 :30- 4 :20-"Liberalism and 
Fellowship" 

-Alan Highers 

4 :3Q· 5 :2Q-"Can a church not 
fellowship a church?" 
-Earnest Underwood 

church." 
-Roy Deaver 

1Q :30-11 :45-"Withdrawing 
Fellowship." 

-Alan Highers 
2 :QQ. 2 :50-"Fellowship of the 

Saints in Benevolent 
Work." 

-Bill Hamrick 
3 :QO- 3 :50-"Inroads of 

Ketchersideism." 
-TomBrigbt 

4 :QQ.. 4 :50-"God's Plan for 
Unity" (Eph. 4) 

-Ben Dugm1 
7 :30· 8 :30-"What destroys 

fellowship among 
brethren?" 
- Emest Ur1derwood 

Reservations for Housing-Contact Char· 
loue Morgan-(918) 682·6382 
Eastside Church of Christ-2141 Kings
!.~'1 ~uskogee, Oklahoma 74401 
Cliff Lyons - Director. Casseue tapes 
available through: Steve Wimp, 1000 
North l Oth Street, Leavenworth, Kansas 
66048 
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lfnto lls 
A Child 
Is Born 

$2.95 
Per Copy 

By the 
Hundreds 

$1.95 Each 

Unto Us 
A Child 
is Born 

Add 15% for Postage and Handling 

Compiled by REX KYKER 

Essays by REUEL LEMMONS, 
JOHN BANNISTER, REX 

KYKER, MELVIN WISE, 
J. W. -ROBERTS and others. 

* A PAPERBACK DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE FAITH AND 
TO TEACH THE PLAN OF 
SALVATION. 

* The most economical 
method of evangelizing 
in the world. 

* Buy them by the 
Box. Stack them in 
the foyer. Give 
them away. 

Order a hundred from: Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P .O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
-CA~P STYLE 

Lois and Hugo McCord were hosted to a 
surprise reception in honor of the ir Fiftieth 
Wedding Anniversary during the Grand 
Tetons Encampment August 12. 

Grand Tetons Park, Wyoming. Hugo 
and Lois McCord were treated to a sur
prise reception and tea in honor of their 
Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary August 12 
in the Coulter Bay Vi llage Ampitheater. 

The McCords had requested no an
niversary party among their hometow n 
freinds in Midwest City, Oklahoma since 
they had a large celebration on the oc
casion of their Twenty-Fifth. However, 
j oe Gilmore of San j ose, California 
found out their anniversary was during 
the week they were teaching in the 
Grand Tetons Encampment, and an
nounced it du ring his speech the night· 
of August 11. 

Several ladies began to scurry around 
that night and came up w ith some novel 
things for the reception. They found 
some "gold" punch (better known as 
Orange Kooi-Aid! ), p lastic tab lecloth 
and napkins (a very rich and dark yel
low), "go ldtone" Oreo cookies (van il la), 
and special "crystal" cups (clear plastic 
bought at Coulter Bay Village General 
Store). Since all the famil ies present 
were campers, it was a most unusual 
reception. 

For all their many loved ones who 
might want to send a ca rd of congratu
lations, they can be reached at 496 N. 
Air Depot Blvd., Midwest City, OK 
7311 0. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442-8935 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
NATION WIDE and NATION WIDE 

Christian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us- you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation, Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more "information call or write: 

Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-6114 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

~~-•-a-a-~-u- •-a- a- •-c- ~~-~~- ~~-o--.a- a -•-D>-.c..-.c,._..~,_.~~·:.. 

at 
EAST TENNESSEE 

You Can Study 

The HEBREW 
PROPHETS 

with 
john Waddey 

Director of E.T.S.O.P.M., 
26 years of experience, 

author of 24 books 

SCHOOL of PREACHING and MISSIONS 
• ESTABLISHED IN 1971 
• 2-YEAR PROGRAM FOR MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES 
• UNDER OVERSIGHT OF ELDERS OF KARNS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
• NO TUITION CHARGES 
• APPROVED FOR VETERA NS' TRAINING 
• NEW CLASSES ENROLL IN FEBRUARY, MAY, AUGUST, AND NOVEMBER 

For Free Cata logue, write: East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 
Knoxvil le, Tennessee 37921 
(615) 691 -7444 or 691-7201 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
FREE USED BOOK LIST # 2: Varner's Oookslorc, 102 
laramie 51., Mariella, OH 45750. 

Advertising in this se<t ion $1.50 pe r line. Desiped especinllr to accommodate c:onKr r&ra tion• 

VISITING '02 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXV ILLE! O nly 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Sludy 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:3D-Wednes· 
day 7:30 PM-AII l imes EDT-Exit 352 1-40 wesl of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Chris!, 303 N. Kenruckv, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615·376·9230: 376·7795; 376·5706. 
APPLICATI ONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOM E FOR HO USEPARENTS and orher lype employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVIC ES, SECRETAR IAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTH ER RElATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND ANO WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS· 
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTH ERS, SHOU LD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSCRY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEP ING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 509·7725 (day) or 
509-2236 ( nighljwcekend~). o r wrire 10 Route 16, 
Box 75, Med ina, TX 70005. 

AdTertUin~r meetinsr places, preache rs set-kina- work or con.rreeationa atckint:' pruehen1. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

DEAR V 1\LLEY CllUI{'(;JI OF CIIIUST 
SCHOOL OF DIDLICAL STUDI ES 

!'reaching-Personal Evangelism- Missions 
Exccpt ionnl Cur riculum fo r Women 
''approved !or Veteran's training" 

Lconurd M. Gray- Director 
I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr, Denver, Co 80227 
--FOit'l' JIOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Souths ide C hurc h o ! Ch r ist lli05 S. T rlm -
micr Hd. T erry Harrison , Minister. Phone 
1;3 4-6012. Su n . 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:0 0 
1 '.~1.. W ed . 7 :00 P.M. 
c'HA-I'IIAll, N, J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CI TY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201 - 635-2 688. 
ALAS K A - A.NCilORAGE C HURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. W ill contact 
relatives or fr loncla in A lnakn. Pnt McMahan or 
! :lcnn Hnndolph, Dox 314, A nchorage, Alnska 995 10. 
Phone 2>2-; 584 o r 34•1-57 19. 

OA Y AREA SCIIOOL OF J•REACIIING 
11300 D ublin Road 

l'lcnanutou, Cnllforula H~IIO 
J ames W. Ferguson , S r . , D irecto r 

NOW - WORSJi o;--ON ISLAND OF KAt:AI, 
HAWAI I. Ph. (808) ~22- 1960 o r Clarence Mny, 
Chur<h ol Chr ist. 4647 Hnuanln Ra .. Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGE LES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL Cli U rtCH OF CHRIST 

12th nnd Hoover S treets 
Sunday worahip S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A .M. & 

6:00 P .M. 
Ministers: Lewis F rls hy, 714-622-2586; 

P au I Harper, 4;,7=.3 ·..;8;.:;2;;,2;:;8 ·;.,---
--------~~~I~E=T~R~O~-=DENVER ArtEA 

Enp:lewO<>d Churc h o f Christ. 
4G90 :5. Lognn 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evnnp:clist 
BREWER, MAJNE-241 Center St . , V.F.W. H a ll. 
Sundny clnaaes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866- 4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
E VANSVJI.LF., IND., 2!:05 E . Hor&'aD .A.Ye" 
U.S. 400 F.n • t OpJto"lte 1(-l\lnrt, Office .f'l''l'-
:1!!71. nohby \Vade, lllla. 470-40~. 

DENVER, C OI.OR.AOO 80Z.:Z8 
I.AK'RWOOO CIIURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngneld Ct. 
T e l e.: 988- 1024 

See Ye llo w Pngcs For Se r v ice T imes 
Translnlion for Oonr. Terry Cnrtwrh:cht, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NO RTH ERN CA LIFORNIA. 
Sierrn C!til tlrnn'~ H ome i" c-u rr~ntly hiri ng child 
rare •tnff. (Christian rour>I<'S.) Good pny nnd bene
riL, , Tr int.<-re~lcd. rontn('t ~tcvc Rcr,::mnn, Execu
t ive nirertnr. nt P.O. Box 697, Vncnville. C A 95688. 
n r rn II 707 /44~-~fifi7 . " 

t'TI'N. MILITA;:';,R';;Y:--~u=P:::T::::O"'W"'N~;--;:Cl;;-i;-;Uc;-R=c."'H,----;0:;-;:oF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. ~630 N. " E ." 
~t. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 nn•l r.: OO P.M. WNl. 7:00 
PM. Call R83-2fifi0 o r W . P. J nllv. Min. 79'-·2~ ' '. 
Rille, Colorado, Ccnlral Church of Chris!, Ches 
Woolen, Minister. Call (303) 625·2436 or 625-2700 fo r 
lime< and oloce of services. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST. Au burn, California is in need of a 
full·lime preacher. Must be malurc, qualified and ex· 
perienced in pulpit and personal work, be tween 40 and 
65 years of a)te. Wilh some outside supporr and capable 
o( building a congre~ation . Send resume and pho to lo 
Box 571, Auburn, CA 95063. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with wr itten material 
and resrs. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjecls. For 
Free Information write: Su nsel Church o f Chris!, 2432 
27th 51., lubbock, TX 79411 . 
HOUSE PARENTS N H D eo'. ,_~,-a n- u-e"'l"'i 1-o"'N:-:-:-a v-a..,.jo--;C;;;h"'i"'ld7r"'e-n;-, s 
Home is accepting applications lor ho uscparenls and 
reliel·houseparents. We can offer you a salary, living 
expenses, medical insur3nCc, re t irement insurance, va
~ation and days off. For additional information and 
Jpplicalion forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
Gallup, NM 87301 or call 1·505·863·55.::3::.0·:....._ ___ _ 

VISifiNGMEXlCO- clTYI 
Worship with the fnt.t lish-spcakinJ: congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575·2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
lransporla tion. O r 531·8745 (Ed~tar Judy). Spanish· 
language services al 10:30 A.M. Call 691·3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDEO- Housing and utili t ies fur· 
n ished , allowance paid lo r each child in care. Husband< 
encouraged to work outside lhc Home. Insurance and 
olher benefits ne):oliable. Call (615) 526·2052 or write, 
Larry Mill igan, 22S N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, l n . 
38501. 
WHO ARE WF.! reviva l meetings; edifi es/motivates; no 
charge; il lus lralcd o n slides: contact W. F. Parker, 302 
Quail Ave., ScbrlnJ:, Fl 33070. 

The Ideal Relircmenr localion-(sles Park, Colorado. 
Are you looking to rc llrc from secular work but not 
from serving our lord. Come join us al the Esles Park 
Church of Christ . Make your reliremcnl years mean
ingful and producrive in serving Chrisl. located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
National Park, rhe Church al (s ics Park needs your 
help 10 reach lhe losr. ror further informatio n contact: 
Ch urch of Christ, 1'.0 . Box 730, ( sics Park, CO 00517 
or phone (303) 586·4557. 
. WHEN YOU VIS IT THE 82 WORLDS FAIR! 
Stay in a Ch ristian home. Rcnaonnble rates . For 
more information cull 616-966-9622 or write Hobert 
F. Graham nt 312 DciiCic ld Hd .. Knoxville, Tenn. 
37922. 
VU .UA, Alll:f. ., 0 :11 W. :.:Stb St. S unday-

! 0, II a.m. & 6:30 p . m . Ph. JH- 3750 
Struggling New ( ngland congrccation dcspcrarely needs 
fu ll time minister with some outside su pport. Wil l p ro· 
vide minister's home including uli lllics. Congregation 
owns excellen t church buildinJ.:, needs minister to help 
fill il. Anyone interested should send resume and ref· 
ercnccs lo Church of Christ, 409 Upham Stree t, Mel· 
rose, Mass. 021 76. A lope of a lesson would also be 
desireablc. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY: COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETI, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITY! Wanl lo sloy in a Christian 
Home! Women or Married Couples. Wri le: P.O. Box 
863, F.D.R. Sration, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 
212 249·5619. 

SMALL CONGREGATION IN RED BLUFF, CA with 50 
members seeks cnlhusiasric minister with leadership 
qualifies. II inleresrcd, p lease send resume ond salary 
requirements to: John Colbert , 23495 Hamil ron Ave., 
Gerber, CA 96035, (916) 624·2597. 
POS ITION WANTED Aggressive p lanl manager wilh 
P&l responsibility desires association wi th Ch ristian 
principals. Graduate ACU OS Che mistry. Experienced 
in manu facturi ng, p urchasing. labor rc la teons, engineer· 
ing. Phone for resume. 312·960·5262. 
Brisrol, Virginia, East Brisrol Church of Ch rist tUSI o fi 
1·01 between Exir 3 and 4 o n Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Pho ne 
1·703·669·1096. Kenneth Chambers. Minister. 
WB ltEBIND C U E RIS IIE D OlBLEs-wrlte for free 
leather samplea and oricea. Bible Binde ry, Dox 2485, 
Abilene. Texns 79604. 
RE LIG IOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially o lde r Orolher· 
hood and any Debates. Woyne Stephens, Box 285, 

Shawnee, OK 74001. 

EXPER IENCED, SOUN D MATURE PREACHER d esires 10 
reloca te . Ca ll (916) 567·2127. 

MATURE EXPER IENCED PREACH ER ava ilable immediate· 
ly. Call o r wr ile Richard Norman, 1910 Dcc1> Valley 
Dr., Richardson, Texas 75080. 214/234·2952. 

INVESTIGATE! Th" Firm Fouudntlon 
trle• to •creeD ad-..ertlaiDII:', and will nul 
kDO\Yingly take queatloaable ndverdala~:. 
Out 1t Ia the reader'• reapoua lblllty to ID
v e•tlg-nte. Like DDT otb .. r pl'lp.,r, w " aonu·
t b aea unwittingly run au UD\TOrtb:r ad. 
Aa t h., old •aTIDJt ~~;oea, before )'Oa lave•• · 
luve•tl~tate l 

WORLD MISSION WORKSHOP 
AT PEPPERDINE OCTOBER 22-24 

"A Fire In My Bones" is the theme 
for th e 23 rd annua l World Miss ion Work
shop O ct. 22-24 at Pepperd ine Univer
s ity's Ma libu cam pus. 

Feature d speakers a re M ike Armour, 
Stephe n Bila k, Wende ll Broom, Staoley 
Shipp, Carl Mitche ll and Doug Koslow
ski. 

For furth e r info rmation contact Sa ra 
Jackson, directo r of campus life, Pe pper
dine Univers ity, Mal ibu, CA 90265, (213) 
456-4201. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box!BC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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COMING SOON! 
Commentary on the 
Minor Prophets Vol 3 

by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has produced his 

third commentary on The Old Testament. 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equal ly helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW .. . Still the same low price $8.95 

Vol. I Joel, Amos and Joseph ................. .. . .. ... Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea, Obadiah and Micah .. . . ...... .. .. . ...... Ready Now 
Vol. IV Zechariah and Malachi ......... . ........ . . To Be Announced 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary 0 11 the Mi11or Prophets Vol. 3 @ $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage 
and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/0 sales tax.) 

Name ______________________________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________________________________ _ 

City _______________________________ .State ______ ___.L.•ip _ _ _ _ 
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FOR SUCH A ·TIME AS THIS was .the theme for the 1982 
Florida Evangelism Seminar held at the O'Connell Center on 
the University of Florida Campus. Sponsored annually by the 
Crossroads Church, the seminar drew some 4,000 participants 
from 45 states and 35 countries. Crossroads-trained ministers 
present for the seminar reported over 3,000 conversions in 
their respective ministries during the past year. 

Austin, Texas, October 26, 1982 
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~Jiloria/ 

O'!lnipresent Crisis 

Times. are in constant crisis. Every decade since jesus' 
day has had its problems. Some were minor and soon 
passed. Some were major and permanently affected the 
course of the "church." 

It seems to us that this has been a century of espe
~ially strong conflict. The swift progress of society has 
literally catapulted us toward the twenty-first century. 
More change has taken place since World War Two 
than took place in a thousand years prior to that time. 
It was inevitable that the church be subject to the influ
ence of some of those changes. 

Many minds have taken divergent paths and many 
followers have made the paths distinct trails. Now the 
kingdom is a mass of trails-each with its own follow
ing. Some trails lead into broad and shallow marshes of 
liberalism and others hug the rock-ribbed route of nar
row sectarianism. The strait and narrow way has paths 
leading off to both sides. 

Most of us, we believe, are hoping for some clear 
sighted leader to cut his way through the jungle of non
essential, opinion produced vines and snares and lead 
us out to the light of essential truth. Real value lies in 
truth and not in tradition. One stuck in the mud of tradi
tion will think that what happened in the past is the 
guiding principle of our future, and that any new think
ing-especially if it runs counter to tradition-is sheer 
nonsense. 

leadership can no longer depend upon its position in 
the congregation, or in the brotherhood, its accomplish
ment in the business world or the church, its brother
hood recognition or its past accomplishments. People 
do not care where it has been; they do care where it is 
going. leadership authority does not lie in -a big name 
but in a big capacity to bring people together in Christ 
and to mature them there. 

None of our groups will ever bring God's people to
g~ther by emphasizing our differences. Actually our 
differences are not fundamental. Th.ere is much more 
unity of faith among us than many would admit. All 
the differences are wrong or there would be non·~. The 
philosophy that every time we come in contact we must 
argue our differences shows no leadership at all. The 
unwillingness to even consider another's position in an 
unprejudiced spirit shows no leadership at all. How 
can Achilles lead Greece if he sulks in his tent? leader-
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ship may have to pay a price for doing battle, but the 
victory would be worth it. We may be nearing the end 
of a century of conflict. Peace is in the air. Unity is the 
anthem of an increasing chorus that cannot much longer 
be denied. There has perhaps never been a more critical 
point in our history than right now. Peace, and not by 
compromise, is always possible for sincere people. We 
do not need leaders to lead us deeper along the strife
produced, sectarian trails. We need leaders who can 
show us the path of peace. 

Crisis is omnipresent. It was a part of our past. It is 
a part of our present. It will be there in the future. The 
very essence of being is enmeshed in trauma. Not this 
side of Glory will we have perpetual peace. But we can 
alleviate much of the partisan enmity that now exists, 
and be brethren. 

We are sincerely concerned about the spirit, or the 
frame of mind, characteristic of our "movement." It 
came into being as a reaction against theological devia
tion from the Scriptures. It has progressed into a nega
tive, watchdogism. In its zeal to strain out all error in 
either doctrine or life it has become extremely divisive. 
A harsh temperament, and a gruffness in dealing with 
each other has developed, which has, in turn, resulted 
in a spirit of lovelessness and strife which now charac
terizes us. Theological concerns have degenerated into 
personal vendettas, and campaigns against any modus 
operandi with which we do not personally agree. In 
the min~s of non-Christians we project an image of a 
people with an unlovely spirit. It will take a different 
.type of leadership to change that. These critical times 
call for a leader with an irenic spirit who can state the 
truth and defend it, while keeping the respect and con
fidence of his adversaries. It isn't an easy task. 

Even Roberts' Rules of Order contends that adver
saries must judge each other to be honest and sincere, 
and that each must acknowledge the possibility of being 
~rong before any meaningful discussion of issues can 
ensue. It doesn't make for peace to approach any dis
cussion with a closed mind. We need leaders who can 
make contact, open doors, inspire trust and conduct 
discussion in a brotherly spirit. Yes, these are critical 
times, and who knows but that you have come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this. 
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A Renewal of Christian Thinking 
To borrow Shakespearian language

To think or not to think, that is the 
question. And indeed a formidable 
question it is. The entire enterprise of 
thinking-probing, investigating, ques
tioning, changing, challenging-is a most 
complex endeavor. The endeavor be
comes especially complex for the man 
who claims an allegiance to Christ and 
to the commitment of free thinking. 
Such a dual allegiance presents serious 
challenges to the thinking individual. 

The Church has not always been kind 
to her thinkers. Such descriptions as 
111iberal," 11Way out," and "he has gone 
off the deep end" have frequently been 
employed to describe men and women 
who utilized their ability to think. Un
fortunately, the thinking Christian is 
usually the Church misfit, existing as a 
free thinking square peg, trying to be 
fitted in a traditional round hole. A 
Christian who consciously thinks through 
his theology and lifestyle experiences 
the weariness of Solomon's learning and 
the madness of inconsistency found in 
every Church. 

In spite of its risk and grief, a Chris
tian must think. Thoughtful consideration 
of theology, history, philosophy and 
real life dilemmas must be at the heart 
of a man's Christian experience. It is 
indeed the case, as C. S. Lewis' "Screw
tape Letters" portray: Satan's best weap
on is to cultivate a Christian who re
fuses to think. Therefore there is really 
no option: Should I be a thinking or a 
non-thinking Christian? 

The Context 
There are several forces at work which 

stymie Christian thought and reflection. 
However, none is more subtle and yet 
powerful as our general cultural climate 
on intellectual activity. Regardless of the 
tremendous growth in America's tech
nological knowledge, there remains a 
widespread famine with respect to man's 
appreciation for the humanities. Art, 
music, philosophy, theology and lan
guages are becoming rarities in the lives 
of most American families. Suffering 
from a deluge of Harlequin romances, 
gory adventure films and mind stifling 
video games, American intellectual 
power continues to grow flabby. The 
amount of hours spent in front of the 
television set is frightening. We mind
lessly exist, evening after evening watch
ing poorly written programs, distasteful 
humor and shallow plots. 

Books are seldom read. A classic novel 
is dismissEjd as boring and tedious. Clas
sical mustc is viewed askance. An art 
museum is never visited. A Christian 
book, theological or devotional, is left 
for the preacher's perusal. Frequently, 
the most serious thought facing a typical 
American family is which show will be 
watched and what snack will be eaten. 
People, though possessing the ability to 
think, study and discuss, are swept away 
by the cultural conveniences of intellec
tual lethargy. 

More particularly, there are threats to 
serious thought found in the context of 
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the Church. The Church throughout the 
Restoration Movement has spun for it
self a web of theological cliches and 
ecclesiastical slogans which stymie any 
diverse and creative thinking. These 
cliches and slogans become definitive 
expressions of our Christian beliefs
emerging as unwritten but established 
Church creeds. 

Another repressive condition which 
discourages Christian thought is that of 
legalism. Legalism is the attitude that 
man's salvation is based on strict ad
herence to a system of law and religion. 
Legalism creates a mindless Christianity. 
After the laws have been deduced, a 
pattern distilled, and a list constructed, 
mindless obedience is soon to follow. 
No longer must one seriously think out 
principles or intellectually grapple with 
issues. Instead, Christianity becomes a 
black and white system of law to be 
followed without question or reserva
tion. Due to the Restoration viewpoint 
of restoring the pattern of first century 
Christianity, this type of legalism is quite 
prevalent. The tragedy of legalism, in 
addition to disparaging the gospel, is 
that it encourages little or no Christian 
thought. Questions are interpreted as a 
lack of commitment; investigation is 
viewed as an attitude of irreverence; 
and any diverse belief from the accept
ed pattern is seen as heresy. 

A final influence which douses the 
flame of a thinking Christian is frequent
ly the local minister himself. There was 
a time in this country when the local 
clergyman was always the most edu
cated, the best read and the prime 
example of an intelligent thinker. Un
fortunately, such is no longer the case. 
It is indeed rare when a minister is as 
well qualified as a doctor, lawyer, or 
company president, all though they may 
draw about the same salaries. Much of 
modern preaching is comparable to 
cotton candy-it looks pr~tty and tastes 
sweet, but in the end there is no sub
stantial content. 

Thus, the Christian thinke•· is boxed
in by four troublesome walls. One wall 
is the cultural climate which subtly 
pressures us to be non-thinkers. An
other is our network of cliches and 
slogans which become inaccurate mea
suring sticks of orthodoxy. A third wall 
is our adherence to a legalistic flavor of 
religion as opposed to a free-spirited, 
grace oriented relationship to God. Fi
nally, a pulpit which never reflects seri
ous Christian thinking, but only re
affirmation of Church beliefs, serves to 
smother sincere thinking people. And 
thus the box is sealed. 

The Agenda 
Before any of us can become a serious 

Christian thinker there must of necessity 
be a radical break from our cultural 
climate. Perhaps the key word to epit
omize this radical break is discipline. 
We must prayerfully commit ourselves 

to a lifestyle of thought and reflection. 
We must make radical resolve to spend 
each day productively. We must take 
inventory of how we spend time, how 
we arrange priorities and where we 
exert our energy. There will be no re
newal of Christian thinking without per
sonal discipline. 

A new found discipline in the lives of 
Christians must culminate in the great
est mind stimulating activity possible to 
man-reading. Each new book and 
every gospel paper is an open door to 
exciting and life changing thoughts. 
Christians must begin reading, not mere
ly "orthodox" material, pop-theology, 
and superficial devotional material. In
stead we must begin reading books and 
papers containing responsible and chal
lenging ide~s. We might do well to start 
with the Bible. Along with our Bible 
reading a good commentary or an excit
ing discussion of Christian living could 
change our thinking and broaden our 
minds. 

A second item on the agenda for the 
renewal of Christian thinking is the 
recognition of overworn cliches and 
slogans. We can no longer quote them, 
argue them and preach them. All of us 
should place a personal moratorium on 
all cliches and begin thinking, listening 
and meditating on truth and our expres
sion of it. We must begin thinking 
through our beliefs and not merely 
quoting our traditional formulations. 

Before significant renewal occurs 
there must be a change in our percep
tion of Christianity. We are not under 
law, but under grace. We are indwelled 
by the Spirit of freedom. Therefore, as 
disciples of Jesus, we must begin think
ing through our daily walk with God. 
We dare not render thoughtless obedi
ence and ritualistic homage. We dare 
not continue to habitually attend ser
vices. We certainly must come to grips 
with the fact that the Christian life is a 
relationship with Christ and that it de
mands great thought and creativity. 

Finally, there is a desperate need for 
all ministers to renew their commitment 
to thinking. Without fear of pulpit secu
rity or brotherhood reputation, ministers 
must begin sitting in their studies grap
pling over big, theological issues. More 
than ever the Church needs in depth
thinking ministers to come out of their 
closets and challenge their churches just 
as they themselves have been chal
lenged. 

A renewal of Christian thinking can 
happen, but only when an agenda such 
as the one presented here is taken to 
heart. A new generation of Christians 
can be reared if we will challenge our
selves and our children with a new 
vision of learning and growth. Certainly 
Elton Trueblood's warning is true: "No 
faith can survive unless it meets the 
double tests of intellectual validity and 
social relevance." Indeed the challenge 
remains: To think or not to think, that 
is the question. 
1711 W. State St., New Castle, Pa. 16101 
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Teach • • • All That I Have Commanded 
AUSTIN H. EMERY 

Words ... words ... words ..• bandied about, used, mis
used, incorrectly defined poorly understood ... we are often 
confused and bewildered. Words like evangelism, disciple
ship, commitment, preaching, teaching, s~aring and many 
others have all been victims. Our bias, our preconceptions 
and our loyalty to particular phraseology often blind us to 
truth, to need and to effective spiritual increase. 

This is not our choice. We are committed to being God's 
people through Christ as a result of our commitment to fol
lowing the teaching of the New Testament. It is our desire 
that all know the good news, respond to it and mature in 
Christ enough to in tum share the good news with others. 
We are agreed in principle yet we are not always doing 
God's will as fully as we ought. In many instances our short
comings hinder the nurturing of our newer brothers and sis
ters in Christ. 

The church of jesus Christ is a growing, moving, ever
increasing body of believers who need the Lord and one 
another. We are members of one another according to the 
New Testament. We have opportunity and responsibility to 
those we bring to the point of responding to Christ in terms 
of care. We must be aware of the need for solid, biblical 
follow-up teaching. It is what I often have referred to as the 
second "teach" of Christ's charge in Matthew 28:18-20. 

As we consider this part of our Christian life it is good to 
reflect on the need and the purpose of good following-up 
teaching. We are inclined to underrate the enemy of our 
souls in this .regard. The scriptures warn of the deceit that is 
involved in sin. We are reminded that it is the very "father 
of lies" who wants to turn us away from God. It is also to be 
noted that the strongest temptations are usually presented to 
the youngest in the faith. 

We would do well to realize that our newer brethren often 
do not yet understand all the things that can hinder them in 
their quest for eternal life. Many have not a background of 
biblical teaching and are not aware of what is sinful. Most 
have yet to learn what the Lord wants them to do. Christianity 
is not merely a "do not" religion but a positive "doing" rela
tionship with God. 

Proper evangelism is the task of making "disciples" (learn
ers) for Christ. There is little point in leading folks to a learn
ing relationship and then neglecting the teaching that they 
need to learn. To serve our Lord Christians certainly are in 
need of more- teaching than is needed for initial response to 
the gospel. If all I know of God's Word is how to become a 
Christian I am not equipped to fight the good· fight of the 
faith. 
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Our world is increasingly impersonal. Unless we are on 
our guard our religion is likely to follow that pattern. New 
Christians need a full appreciation of the accepting love, 
grace and mercy of God. This is learned by a loving accep
tance of God's child by those already in the family of God. In 
sharing with those who are recent converts there is a need 
to establish relationships. Scriptures remind us that we, as 
Christians, have entered a relationship with God, with Christ 
and with others who are in this relationship. The church of 
Christ is a relationship; not another impersonal organization 
one joins. 

In an age of preoccupation with self new Christians need 
to learn the true meaning of the ki.nd of commitment (sacri
fice) spoken of in scripture such as the passage in Romans 
12:1-2. Those young in the faith need good counsel in the 
effective and practical ways by which we can commit our
selves to serving God. The concept of service, of gratitude 
and of loving response to God's blessings can not be given 
too much stress. Every Christian is not mature but each needs 
to be moving continually towards maturity. 

I know of no statistical study done in this regard, but I 
wonder often just how many Christians we refer to as "un
faithful" are in their condition before the Lord because they 
were neglected in their spiritual infancy. Is it possible that 
our failure to nurture, to admonish, to encourage and to 
teach is, at least in part, the reason why many fall away? Is it 
possible that as we understand 11Some will fall away" we have 
justified ourselves too often and that too many have fallen? 
Is it possible that when we take seriously the admonition to 
"teach all I have commanded" that we can and will reduce 
the. number of spiritual fatalities? It is time (past time) that we 
ask ourselves this question. 

Although in a technical sense the term "evangelism" refers 
to making known the good news to sinners it seems equally 
obvious that w.e can never say we are doing as our Lord 
desires unless the initial proclamation of Christ is followed 
by our careful, prayerful teaching of all of the will of our 
Lord. Whenever we discover a "loss" that nearly corresponds 
with the "conversion" rate we have been made aware of 
our failure to carry out the Lord's commission. 

Our Lord did not say to "teach, baptize and leave" those 
we share Christ with and trust that they, alone, will stand. 
The task of "follow-up" stands as of equal vitality with other 
obligations. Brethren, we must care for our newer babes in 
the faith. This is vital; it is our task. 

Farmington, New Mexico 
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!Preachers, Please Speak the Truth! 
JOHN J. WRIGHT 

A few years ago, I read where someone had made the 
statement, "Our pulpits are filled with men who do not be
lieve what they preach and who dare not preach what they 
believe." At the time, my response was that there MIGHT be 
some truth to the statement. But as the years have passed, 
and as I've dialogued with more and more preachers and 
listened to the faith-struggles of people in congregations, I 
have come to wonder! 

Time and time again I hear preachers make the statement, 
"I know that is true. But if I preached that where I am, I'd 
be church-hunting tomorrow." I've listened to people ex
press their fears that if their elders learn of their religious 
convictions, they will no longer have anywhere to worship. 

I know of a preacher who interviewed with a congregation, 
preaching a warmed-over oration of sectarian drivel. When 
informed by the elders that he had not impressed the con
gregation by his remarks, he was quick to let them know 
that he didn't really believe that way but was just playing it 
safe. 

I had an elder tell me privately that he had no qualms at 
all with teaching one position publicly "if that is the congre
gation's official position" while, at the same time, privately 
believing the opposite. 

I know of Christian camps where "segregated swimming" 
is strictly enforced. Meanwhile, the directors and staff mem
bers and their children and virtually all the children at camp 
practice "mixed swimming" everywhere else but at camp. 
And the teens ask, "WHY?!" 

I know of preachers who believe in the "modern-day 
working of the Spirit" and preach the opposite. I know of 
preachers who "drink socially" when out of sight of their 
congregation. All the while· they preach and write that it is 
"wrong!" 

I know of virtually whole congregations of people who 
accept Baptists and Christian Church people as fellow
Christians "personally," but would not dare take such a posi
tion "officially." I know of congregations of people where 
neither the preacher nor many in the congregation believe 
that "instrumental music in worship" is wrong. Yet no one 
would ever admit it publicly. And the tract rack is full of 
tracts condemning it. I know of a congregation where a high 
percentage of the people enjoy "western dancing'' in neigh
boring towns "a safe distance away" but, officially, hold the 
position that such is "unacceptable behavior." 

I know of a church where "the Dobson films" were shown 
on Wednesday evenings, but great care was taken that it not 
be mentioned in the bulletin-lest someone find out. I know 
of congregations where the leadership believes that there is 
"nothing wrong" with women participating fully in small 
group prayers with the men. But if anyone asks ... 

It causes me to wonder! What kind of game are we play
ing, anyway?! What kind of monster of a fellowship have we 
created?! Where "politics" rule the day. Where "diplomacy" 
must guard our every word until we cease to know what is 

true and what is not. Where people are taught to be more 
afraid of brotherhood opinion than they are of Satan himself. 
Where deception, hypocrisy, and half-truths are more highly 
valued than truth itself! 

If a person cannot be honest about what he believes, then 
what, pray tell, can he be honest about??!! If we go through 
life padding our answers with half-truths and downright lies, 
then how will we recognize the King of Truth when he 
comes?! 

Yet fear prevails! Fear that is· born of experience. We've 
seen others who were truthful-and we've seen what they 
got for it; Preachers who preached the Bible as they honestly 
understood it-even though their understanding was not 
exactly like the view held by the majority-and were prompt
ly and forcefully run out of town. Individuals who were 
humbly straightforward about their convictions-and were 
disfellowshipped as the result. Congregations which dared 
be open about their belief and doctrine when slightly differ
ent from "the mainstream"-and immediately were labeled, 
rumored about, shunned. Young members there were pres
sured "to leave" by their parents who lived in other towns. 
Strangers moving into town were firmly warned "to stay 
away" by other preachers in the area. And Christians moving 
from that church to other cities were clearly "not welcome." 
Rumors multiply upon rumor. lies multiply upon lie. And, 
slowly but surely, as coercive pressure is applied, a church 
dies-because it dared tell the truth. 

Yes! We've all seen it and learned our lesson. It pays to 
just keep your mouth shut. Pass out the right tracts. Parr?t 
the right doctrines. Don't make waves. Believe what you w1ll 
and do what you will, but just don't admit it! And, if some
one should ask, change the subject ... stall ... and if you 
must, lie! 

It is not being recommended here that the "positions" 
cited above should be accepted and taught. Nor is it being 
suggested that all must be taught. Certainly, there are some 
items of belief that should be kept between oneself and God 
(Romans 14:22). But, surely hypocrisy, deception and the 
compromising of truth is not acceptable conduct in the 
presence of the God of Truth. 

Again 1 ask, what kind of monster have we created? Where 
fear and deception rule. Can this be "the New Testament_ 
church"?! A church in which we are persecuted more by each 
other than by the world?! A church in which we fear "the 
brotherhood" more than we fear God! Can this really be the 
church that jesus built?! 

If we, the preachers and leaders, will not hav~ the guts 
and pay the price to be honest about what we beheve, then 
who will?! Paul once said, "I believed; therefore I have 
spoken." May we, also, have the courage to believe-and 
therefore speak! If not, then may God have mercy on our 
souls! 

4315 Arapajo, Pasadena, TX 77504 
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The Cults Are Growing RUSTY PETERMAN 

For a time, Doug Lenz, a 22 year old 
college graduate, was a disciple of Sun 
Myung Moon. He was approached by 
members of the Unification Church 
(Moonies) to spend a weekend retreat 
with them. While at the retreat, Doug 
became very impressed with the group. 
He said, "The Moonies seemed to have 
absolute answers to all the questions I 
was asking about my own identity, about 
life and the supernatural." 

Doug decided to stay with his newly 
found friends. And, by his own admis
sion, "after six weeks, the Moonies had 
me under their absolute control." 

Christopher Edwards recently report
ed a similar experience. It all began as a 
"harmless" weekend of fellowship and 
instruction. But gradually, he "suc
cumbed to the friendly, childlike lure 
of becoming part of a loving group, 
until he lost his ability to think for 
himself and became a 'completely sub
servient disciple of my new messiah.' " 

During this time, he said that he "was 
ready and willing to die or even kill to 
restore the world under the absolute 
rule of Rev. Moon." 

Doug and Christopher are fortunate. 
They are now ex-cult members. Both 
can now make rational decisions for 
themselves. They no longer are con
trolled and manipulated by the leaders 
of the Unification Church or any of its 
members. However, many others are 
not nearly so fortunate. Experts estimate 
that between 2-3 million people within 
the United States are members of groups 
like the Moonies. 

The cover story of the "U.S. News and 
World Report" dated July 5, 1982 was 
entitled "America's Cults - Gaining 
Ground Again." Basically, the article 
revealed the renewed interest of our 
society in cult movements. It revealed 
that, although these non-traditional 
religious groups were dealt a severe 
blow by the 1978 peoples' Temple cult 
tragedy in Guyana, many of the cults 
have now recovered lost ground and 
are growing. 

This surging cult interest seems des
tined to continue. In that same maga
zine article, Jeffrey Hadden, a University 
of Virginia professor, noted "that in the 
next decade or two some of the strong
er cults will overcome the controversies 
and become part of the commonplace 
religious scene. It is quite likely that 
they will win acceptance, if not respect
ability." 

These developments are alarming, 
but not altogether surprising. There have 
always been false teachers armed with · 
persuasive arguments (cf. Col. 2:4). 
There have always been those who were 
bent toward believing a lie rather than 
toward loving the truth (cf. 2 Thess. 
2:10, 11). Before Paul's first century ink 
had dried, people were being led into 
captivity through philosophy and vain 
deception rather than living according 
to Christ (cf. Col. 2:8). Now, almost 
twenty centuries later, peoples' minds 
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are still being imprisoned by the propo
nents of false doctrine. Yes, we are 
alarmed, but not surprised by this con
temporary spiritual challenge from to
day's flourishing cults. 

Practical Christianity teaches us that 
each day of life brings with it many 
spiritual challenges. The growth of reli
gious cults is but one of the challenges 
of our day. It is, however, a challenge 
which the Lord's church needs to meet. 

To do this effectively, Christians need 
to be able to identify what constitutes 
a cult. Secondly, they need to under
stand why the cults are growing. Thirdly, 
Christians need to be able to observe 
the distingUishing marks of a cult and 
communicate these to our society. And 
finally, the Lord's people must be will
ing to carefully assess what specific ac
tion must be taken with regard to these 
matters. It is the purpose of this article 
to examine each of these areas. 

What Is A Cultt 
A cult can be defined as any orga

nizationally distinct religious movement 
that maintains major doctrines and/or 
practices that deny or contradict those 
of the Bible as they are generally under
stood by employing traditional methods 
of interpretation. This could include 
such doctrines as the deity of Christ, 
the triune nature of God, the creation 
of the world by God, the resurrection 
of the dead, and other important truths. 

For example, the Unification Church 
(Moonies) follows a general outline of 
Christianity with traces of Buddhism and 
other eastern religions. Furthermore, its 
founder, Sun Myung Moon, in recent 
court testimony claimed he has per
sonally talked with Jesus, Moses, and 
Buddha, and he further believes that 
someday he (Moon) may become "the 
real Messiah." 

Also, Joseph Smith, the founder of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (Mormons) taught that "God him
self was once as we are, and is an exalt
ed man." Smith went on to write about 
his interpretation of God in a book 
known as the "Doctrine and Covenants," 
a book held as "inspired" by the Mor
mon church. He observes in this work 
that "the Father has a body of flesh and 
bones as tangible as man's" (Section 
130:22). 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, the Unification Church, the 
Hare Krishna, the Church Universal and 
Triumphant, and all other contemporary 
cults are noted for this type of contra
diction and denial of Biblical doctrines. 
It is this common trait, along with the 
fact that a cult is organizationally dis
tinct, that suggests that the cults of 
our day are, in fact, definable as "orga
nized heresies." 

Why Are The Cults Growing'l 
Martin Bressler, a Princeton Univer

sity sociologist believes that cults are 
flourishing in America because "there is 
a deep hunger for some sort of spiritual 

meaning that is not being satisfied by 
contemporary society." 

Harvey Cox of Harvard University 
notes that "the hungers, needs, fears and 
heartaches of people are serious prob
lems today. Many so desperately need 
friendship, intimacy, and community 
support that they turn to new groups." 

Charles Glock, a University of Cali
fornia sociologist, suggests that cults 
emerge in time of deep public aliena
tion and dissatisfaction with the social 
fabric. 

In addition to these views held by 
leading experts, a close look at our 
society shows that two major non
Christian influences continue to con
tribute to the rise of organized cults. 
They are atheism and hedonism. 

Atheism appears today in various 
forms including scientism, humanism, 
and existentialism. However, regardless 
of the form, a denial of the existence of 
God and of an absolute moral standard 
eventually produces an atmosphere of 
emotional despair and moral disintegra
tion. In its full-grown state, the atheistic 
world-view spawns within the individual 
a deep and depressing feeling of in
significance and inadequacy. 

Hedonism is our society's mad rush 
in the pursuit of pleasure. Its basic form 
is the "Playboy philosophy" of sexual 
freedom and loose morality. The adop
tion of such a philosophy by the individ
ual eventually produces what might be 
described as passivity. That is, the 
hedonist gives passive acceptance to 
anything that brings pleasure. Again, 
such an influence in a culture leads to 
a logical conclusion of feelings of in
significance and inadequacy for the in
dividuals of that culture. 

Cults capitalize on enlisting members 
who have reached the emotional and 
psychological lows produced by atheism 
and hedonism. To those who feel the 
pain of insignificance, the cults preach 
individual importance. To those who 
feel the empty void of personal inade
quacy, the cults promise adequacy for 
given jobs and tasks. Furthermore, to 
those who are ethically adrift, the cults 
stress certain moral absolutes to com
bat the confusion of a non-ethical en
vironment. 

Why are the cults growing? They are 
growing because our society is a fertile 
breeding ground for potential cultists. 
'"The cults are simply very busy reaping 
the harvest." 

What Are· The Distinctive 
Marks Of A Cultl 

There are some amazingly similar 
characteristics which are shared by the 
great majority of modern cults. Know-' 
ing these characteristics should help one 
to recognize and identify these non
traditional religious organizations. 

Almost without exception, cults claim 
to be recipients of some type of special 
revelation. In fact, it is this "inside in
formation" that forms the foundation 
for the existence of a given cult. The 
"Book of Mormon" and "Science and 
Health with Key to the Scriptures" (The 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Bitterness-The Achilles' Heel of Many Church Lead~rs (2) 

last week we discussed bitterness as 
a special problem that most church 
leaders must manage at one time or 
another during their ministry. Our ef
fectiveness will be greatly diminished 
if we allow a "root of bitterness" to 
spring up and grow unchecked in our 
attitude and disposition. Too often, our 
deepest bitterness is directed toward 
family members or fellow Christians, 
the very people to whom we would 
expect to be drawn in love. The explana
tion for this is that these are the peo
ple who are in an emotional position 
to hurt · us the most. A dispute with 
someone within the same fellowship
a fellowship that proclaims the ideals of 
love, mercy, justice, and compassion
becomes a bitter dispute when these 
ideals are flaunted. Who knows how 
many new congregations (or new 
schools, new papers, etc., for that mat
ter) have been started because of bit
terness? 

The struggle against bitterness may 
turn into the most taxing battle we have 
ever waged. We know that some wounds 
are healed only by the passage of time. 
How do we conquer bitterness? If re
sentment and bitterness are grave per
sonality problems, professional counsel 
may be necessary. Following are some 
suggestions in dealing with this vexing 
problem, especially as bitterness grows 
out of personal disputes within a con
gregation. 

First, we should ask, "Who is making 
me angry?" I have not heretofore used 
the term "anger," but bitterness is 
actually a form of anger turned inward. 
Bitterness, like all emotions, is created 
by our own beliefs and perceptions of 
reality; it is a product of our own think
ing and imagination. We have a choice 
about how we interpret our feelings. 
When we have a sharp disagreement 
with significant people in our lives, for 
example, the disagreement can be ac
cepted as a natural consequence of 
independent and individual thinking or 
as evidence that we are not loved and 
accepted by others. An elder or preach
er may establish total acceptance of his 
views as the standard to measure wheth
er he is accepted and respected as a 
person by others; in such a case, he is 
likely to feel a rejection that leads to 
anger and bitterness. 

Second, we should ask ourselves what 
we are gaining by maintaining our bit
terness. What is it that would make us 
take the failures of others, the disap
pointments, the offenses, and the snubs 
of the past and keep them locked alive 
in our minds? The answer may be that, 
because of low self-esteem, we feel that 
we must continue to play the martyr's 
role. We enjoy feeling noble and worthy 
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as the decent person who was wrongly 
hurt. We remember the offenses and the 
hurts more than we remember the kind
nesses and the joys. And we prolong 
these offenses and hurts in our think
ing so that we can enjoy the pain of 
the past over and over again. We keep 
them alive for the pleasure we can re
ceive from our bitterness · against the 
one who has hurt us. After all, if we had 
to continue to feel resentment toward 
an enemy, we musi: continue to keep 
alive the memory of his offenses. We 
cannot feel good unless we feel bad 
about someone. The reward that we re
ceive from our resentment is the feeling 
of superiority to the person we despise. 
Also, we have an excuse for withholding 
from the offender our ultimate gift of 
personal friendship. Can we not see 
that much of our treasured pain in chew
ing the cud of past wrongs is linked 
with religious pride? 

Third, we need to be realistic about 
the nature of most church disputes that 
give rise to our bitterness. Church dis
putes and discussions can always be 
tainted by human weakness, prejudice, 
sin, and personal preferences. In many 
cases there is no clear right or wrong. 
The dispute of Paul and Barnabus over 
the wisdom of Timothy's accompani
ment in mission journeys is a well
known case in point. A preacher may 
insist that a group of elders were unfair 
to him, but few universal standards of 
fairness and justice in interpersonal rela
tions exist. In social rules and business 
matters, "absolute fairness" does n'ot 
exist. "Fairness" is relative to the ob
server and what is fair to one person 
can appear unfair to another. When we 
are justly criticized, we must realize 
that our offenders are speaking or act
ing unfairly from our value system, not 
necessarily from theirs. It is worthwhile 
for us to place ourselves in the position 
of our offenders-looking at their values, 
their interests, their needs, their goals
and then we might conclude that we 
would have acted in the very same man
ner as did they. 

Fourth, we. should be realistic about 
how church disputes must be resolved. 
When wrong has been done, the of
fended person may want a full and 
complete statement cataloging and dat
ing the history of alleged misdeeds. The 
whole record must be laid out before 
the public, nothing short of a court 
stenographer's transcription of what 
each person said and did. The terrible 
and hurtful past must be clear in every
one's head before it can be obliterated. 
But why? There is but one reason. We 
want to exonerate ourselves. In our 
foolish pride we want to be sure that 
everyone in the congregation knows 

that the other party's actions were un
justified, all out of proportion to the 
wrong of our original offense. It must 
be clear to everyone that we and those 
who side with us are the morally right
eous party. 

There is no doubt that many conflicts 
cannot be resolved until there is a full 
and complete statement from each party. 
But the older the· original conflict, the 
less value can be found in recalling, 
word for word, the occasion in which 
one person belittled another. Agapic 
love does npt have to clear up all mis
understandings; many details of the 
past become irrelevant. There is a time 
to let accounts go unsettled, differences 
remain unsolved, and ledgers stay un
balanced. The past will likely stay mud
dled anyway as memories are distorted 
by ego needs and by time. Overcoming 
bitterness involves putting the past be
hind us and moving to a new begin
ning. It means offering a gesture of 
reconciliation, however awkward, to 
those who have wronged us and to 
whom we have been either actively or 
passively aggressive. This gesture may 
be received warmly or it may be re
buffed, but either way, the responsi
bility for response is now shared with 
the offender. It may help to remember 
that bitterness or resentment never 
works in changing others for good. 

Bitterness is no minor vice. It is one 
of the deadliest spiritual diseases known 
to man. Even if we have been genuinely 
wronged, it is not to our advantage to 
feel indignant about it. There is no way 
that any of us will be summoned to en
dure the injustice that Jesus suffered in 
his trial and death on the cross. There
fore, we cannot remain bitter while 
claiming to have the mind of Christ. The 
pain and suffering that we inflict on 
ourselves by feeling indignant and em
bittered may far exceed the impact of 
the original insult. The tragedy is that 
bitterness always kills the spirit of the 
person who wields it. 

Only love drives out the demon of 
recollected pain, letting the past die 
quietly and driving us to a new begin
ning. God's love is our model. His love 
is ever extended to us though we have 
fed innumerable offenses into his 
memory-bank. Upon receiving his grace 
through obedient faith, our sins and in
iquities he remembers no more. Be
cause we have been reconciled to God 
through the power and sacrifice of his 
love we can then lay aside all bitter
ness' and resentment and in love make 
every reasonable effort to be reconciled 
with others. 

-End of Series 
Otter Creek Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
15444, Nashville, TN 37215 
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Why They Don't Respond STANLEY E. SAYE~S 

Would God that every time the invita
tion were extended people would come 
down the aisle. The wooing might be, 
"0 Why Not Tonight?", or "Softly and 
Tenderly," or "Just As I Am," or some 
other; but multitudes put off obedience 
to God and for various reasons. 

Some are fearful of what people might 
think of them. But did not Jesus say, 
"Whosoever shall be ashamed of me"? 
They fear the judgment of men more 
than the judgment of God. Some fear 
an audience. We need always to make 
it clear that one does not in a formal 
way need to come forward on a song 
before a crowd of people. I have known 
many who lingered following services 
wanting to be baptized. Some wanted 
to talk out their sins to the elders and 
have them pray with them. 

Some clearly need further teaching. 
I once had a lady who was a Mormon 
come forward stating that she wanted 
to change churches. I felt she needed 
additional teaching, and so stated the 
situation in a polite way to the audience. 
These cases will arise. We never know 
who is sitting out in the audiences. 
Every case is different. We must ap
proach cases with love and be resource
ful and tactful in a God-fearing way. 

Some feel they cannot live the Chris
tian life. We must help them see with 
Paul that, "I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me." Spotless 
perfection should never be taught from 
the pulpit; the Word of God does not 
teach it. There are those who contend 
that we can live above sin. The Bible 
denies it. I do not mean that we 

Other People and Faithfulness 
There has always been the temptation 

to perceive religion as just ''My God 
and 1." Like Peter on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, we would forget the 
rest of the world and just enjoy our 
personal mountain-top experiences 
alone with the lord. Yet it is significant 
to notP. that immediately following his 
transfiguration Jesus fed his disciples 
back down the mountain to where the 
people were who needed him. We must 
learn that devotion to God, spiritually, 
does not take us away from people, it 
sends us to them! 

We have studied the life of jesus, 
but have we analized what he was doing 
as he went from place to place? He was 
seeing and loving and teaching and 
feeding and healing-PEOPLE! If we 
would "follow him" and become full 
grown men "unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ," we will 
have to become more aware of and 
sensitive to the needs of people. jesus 
illustrated the meaning of "love thy 
neighbor as thyself" with the story of 
the "Good Samaritan" in luke 10. lov
ing your neighbor is seeing the needs 
of people and meeting them. james 
defined "pure and undefiled" religion 
as visiting the fatherless and widows in 
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should not dilegently endeavor to live 
godly Jives, but I am speaking of total 
perfection this side of Glory! If we 
could be perfect, we do not need Cal
vary. We should not deliberately live in 
sin-"God forbid!". But "all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God." 
We grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of the lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
desire the sincere milk of the Word that 
we may grow thereby, adding the Chris
tian graces. Fewer and fewer shortcom
ings come as we follow Jesus who alone 
is sinless. 

Some are not willing to give up the 
pathway of sin. And yet there is no 
crown without a cross. Did not jesus 
say that if any man would come after 
him he would have to deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow him? And 
then he said, "For whosoever will save 
his· life shall lose it: but whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake, the same shall 
save it." Many want heaven and the 
world both-but they must come to the 
crossroads of decision. Jesus said, "For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it. For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?". 

Some do not believe the Bible. There 
is no way in which a man can come by 
a faith in the Scriptures without being 
exposed to them. Faith comes by hear
ing the Word of God. He may compare 
Christianity with all the major religions 
of the world and stiff go away an un-

MIKE WARNER 

their affliction while we keep ourselvt!s 
unspotted from the world. 

Our lord never intended for his peo
ple to isolate themselves from the rest 
of the world either in the mountain-top 
monastery or the four walls of the 
church building. Our lives are to be 
different from those in the world in 
being "blameless and harmless children 
of God without blemish," but' we are 
to be "in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation among whom ye 
are seen as fights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life." (Phil. 2:15, 16). 
Sometimes we have hidden our lights 
under the bushel of the church building 
and in the exclusive company of our
selves. 

Surely the most disturbing, haunting 
example of all is the great Judgement 
described by jesus in Matthew 25. The 
difference between, "Come ye blessed 
of my Father" and "Depart from me, ye 
cursed" was how they met the needs of 
the people with whom they c:ame in 
contact. Jesus said, "Ye did it ... Ye did 
it not ... unto Me." This has to show 
us that "faithfulness," real devotion to 
God, is more than faithfully attending 
the assembly, worshipping scripturally, 

(Continued on page 11) 

believer. The lepers were touched when 
they were healed, and healed when they 
were touched. One comes into contact 
with God through being touched by 
him, and he is touched by him only 
through his word! The Holy Spirit who 
once brooded upon the face of the 
chaotic deep in Creation now woos men 
to Calvary, but through the reading and 
the preaching of the Word. 

Christian Evidences and Apologetics 
are expedient, but they will not save 
the soul. Nothing but the gospel, the 
Word, will save. Those who defy the 
Scriptures have seldom read them, and 
if one will with an open mind spend 
time with the Scritpures they are ca
pable of producing faith in an other
wise unbelieving heart. 

---o---

"Condemned To Livel'' 
DAN MARSHALL 

Following a murder trial, the head
lines sometimes read, "Condemned To 
Die." We may then think about this 
person as being God's creation and 
born into this life a pure innocent baby 
and we ask, "what went wrong?." We 
say, "what a waste of life-what a 
tragedy." 

As we daily walk the streets of New 
York to our Bible studies in offices and 
apa~ments, we see almost every kind 
of . hfe style among the eight million 
restdents. What stands out is the con
trast of the rich in the limousines and 
t~e "bag people" who are trying to sur
vtve on the streets. Officials estimate 
some 36,000 men and women live on 
the streets, sleeping on steps under 
steps,. in subway stations, Penn' Station, 
and tn the parks. They rest in each 
place until the police move them on 
and we se:e them going through th~ 
trash contamers at each corner, hoping 
someone has thrown away part of a 
bagel or has left a bit of drink in a pop 
c:an. When w,; see this tragedy of human 
ltfe, we say, condemned to live!," con
demned to five on the streets of New 
York until they die!." 

. Whe;:n we see someone hit by a cab, 
trtp and fall, or collapse with a heart 
attack, as one did in front of our apart
ment the other day, we respond readily 
to t~eir physical needs. Do we really 
constder their spiritual condition? As we 
are jostled and shoved on the crowded 
sidewalks, we see people, faces, eyes, 
at. very close range, we wonder, "does 
thts person know Jesus?, is he con
demned to live without Christ." But it 
seems difficult to keep being aware of 
the spiritual needs of those around us. 
May we learn to look into the eyes of 
those around us daily and ask ourselves, 
"Is he condemned to five-without 
Jesus?." 

Take time to really look at those 
around you in your neighborhood or 
office and ask about each one "Is he 
condemned to live-without Je~us? ." 
956 Madison Ave., Suite 3-F, New York, 
New York 10021 
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Lifestyle Evangelism 

Evangelism is not so much a matter 
of doing, as it is a matter of being. Such 
an understanding is foundational. If we 
are ever to reclaim the biblical balance 
in our outreach, then we are going to 
have to accept the fact that evangelism 
is more than something you do. It is 
something you are. 

Simply observe the life of Jesus. It 
wasn't merely what he said and did that 
made him evangelistic. Rather, the fact 
that he was evangelistic (within) made 
him say and do those things. New Testa
ment evangelism is essentially a matter 
of perspective-a way of looking at 
people, a way of living in the market 
place. And the proper perspective is 
capsuled in one very imortant word: 
MISSION. 

Jesus had a mission. He defined it in 
Luke 19:10, " ... to seek and save the 
lost." It gave him perspective in life. 
Mission was his j1erspective. It colored 
everything he did and said. More cor
rectly, it determined everything he did 
and said. That becomes obvious as we 
watch him live among the people. Who 
can separate his kindness (and forth
rightness) with the woman at the well 
from his desire to save her soul, or his 
interest in tiny Zacchaeus perched in a 
tree, from his concern that the little 
man acknowledge his sin and get right 
with God? And who can divorce his 
compassion and healing touch in the 
lives of so many ailing people from his 
overriding desire to heal them spiri
tually? It cannot be done. 

It can't be done because Jesus' minis
try in life, (kindness, conversation, com
passion, healing, etc.) was determined 
by his mission in life: to seek and save 
the lost. 

We get confused about all that
about the distinction between mission 
and ministry. The confusion is obviated 
by the kind of talk you so often hear 
among Christians about what they can 
and can't do. You know the kind of 
talk: "This is my ministry," or "Sorry 
that's not my gift." "That's not my 
ministry, I'm shy you know,': ,?r "This 
is my gift, I feel good about 1t. 

Now don't misunderstand. All of that 
talk is well and good as long as we 
maintain the Biblical distinction between 
ministry and mission. The distinction is 
simple enough: ministry is done for a 
purpose-mission is that purpose! Un
fortunately, many of us keep trying to 
elevate our individual ministry (talent, 
gift, etc.) to the rank. of mi~si?n. It is 
an unbiblical promot1on. M1ss1on and 
ministry should always be coexistent, 
but they are not synonymous. 

Suppose my family and I d~ci~e t~ 
take a trip to Chicago. Our m1ss1on 1s 
to get there. Now fulfilling that m!s~i~n 

· is going to involve all .sorts. of act1v1t1es 
(ministries). Someone 1s gomg to have 
to drive. Someone must read the ~ap. 
Gas will have to be pumped occasion
ally. Someone will run inside to buy the 

VERNON RAY, JR. 

soft-drinks. Someone else will have to 
check the oil, then the tires. PerhaJ?S 
most importantly of all, someone w1ll 
have to change the boys diapers (~hough 
this is a ministry the need for wh1ch we 
hope will soon vanish). . . . 

Now all of that is mm1stry. All of 1t 
is important, vital. We are u~ing our 
gifts, our talents. We are wo~kang! Yet, 
here is the point. We could dnve around 
here in York, Nebraska for days doing 
those same things and doing them well, 
ardently involved in ministry-yet n~ver 
arrive in Chicago because we lost s1ght 
of our mission!* 

Many times that very thing happens 
in the church: all the right ministry, for 
all the wrong reasons. ~inistry, a~y 
ministry, is meaningless Without a mis
sion. Ministry for ministry's sake may 
be an honest mistake, or it may be a 
comfortable one, but it is nonetheless 
a mistake. And unfortunately, it is one 
that neither the Christian nor the church 
can afford to make. 

The church's mission, like that of her 
Lord's is to seek and save the lost. From 
preaching to painting, from Bible studies 
to bed-pans, every ministry we engage 
in had better be to that end-for the 
sake of souls, theirs and ours. 

A Vision Problem 
Perhaps one of the reasons we fall 

into this rut (allowing ministry to be
come a mission in and of itself) is be
cause we refuse to look at people in the 
way God does. We have unknowingly 
permitted human emotion and worldy 
thinking to cloud our vision. Con
sequently we are not seeing our neigh
bors as God sees them. 

When God looks at humanity, he 
looks categorically. And there are only 
two categories: saved or lost. The apos~ 
tie Paul expressed this principle in 
Ephesians, chapter two, when he wrote, 
"And you he made alive, when you were 
dead through the trespasses and sins" 
(v. 1). "Dead or alive." It's the only way 
God views humanity. Both are categori
cal. You cannot be somewhere in be
tween-not in God's eyes. Being a lit
tle bit dead is like being a little bit 
pregnant. Both are impossiblit!es. ~nd 
something else we must kee~ m mm~, 
everyone who is of a responsible age IS 
in the "dead" category until he is made 
"alive" in Christ. It never works the 
other way around (cf. 2:1-6; Rom. 3:10, 
23). 

God's heart ached for the lost-so 
much so that he sent his own son to 
make a "way" to life. He still aches for 
them-so much so that he now com
missions us to show "The Way." Every
time we allow our vision to be con
taminated with this world's thinking, 
everytime we fail to see people a~ C!oCI 
sees them then we forget the m1ss1on 
we are o~ and we make ministry .an 
end in and of itself. It is a destructive 

* 1 am indebted to Lynn Anderson. for 
the insight contained in this illustration. 

end for too many. We must acknowl
edge and accept our God-given mission 
(cf. Mt. 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:16-20). 

Lifestyle Evangelism 
Once we've decided to accept the 

mission, the next question is, "How do 
we accomplish it?" The answer is ... 
11 lifestyle evangelism." That's right, life
style evangelism. It isn't a heavy, ab
stract, ivory-tower concept. It means 
exactly what it says-that the sharing of 
your faith becomes a way of life. 

To define it more specificially, life
style evangelism is simply a balanced 
combination of redemptive presence 
and verbal proclamation. That is, I both 
live and speak the message of truth, 
the good news. I live as though I have 
been redeemed, as an obedient child 
of the King, and I talk about the King 
who redeemed me. Now that kind of 
qualitatively different lifestyle-equal 
measures of Tighteousness and rhetoric 
-demands the attention of those 
around me. 

Unfortunately, of how many of us 
who claim to be disciples could that be 
said today-that we not only live our 
faith but talk about it as well. And that 
we do it consistently and in a balanced 
fashion. For far too many of us there 
is great imbalance in our discipleship. 
We live very righteously, but we don't 
tell much of anyone why (or vice versa). 
One without the other doesn't count 
(we're back to ministry without mission). 

Our brother Paul once encouraged 
the Colossian Christians (3:17) to con
sistency of both life and profession. He 
told them, " ... whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everythang in the 
name of the Lord" (emphasis mine, VR). 
One of our most obvious shortcomings 
is our seeming inability to do the right 
things (live righteously) and say the 
right things (tell people why) at the 
same time. We are going to have to do 
better in the "naming" department or 
we may one day discover that we have 
wasted a lot of effort and opportunity. 

I have a friend who has always in
sisted that letting his light shine is 
enough of an evangelistic effort, and ful
fills his responsibility for seeking and 
saving the lost. I love him, but he's as 
wrong as he can be. Christianity cannot 
be passed on by osmosis anymore than 
chemistry, physics, or grammar can. The 
position my friend takes is popular, but 
that's because it is a comfortable posi
tion, not because it is a logical one. It 
is like saying that providing a home in 
an area of town where there is a good 
school fulfills your responsibility toward 
your children's education. Comfortable 
perhaps, but not logical. And as has 
been shown earlier-definitely not Bibli-
cal. . . 

It is time we accept our m1ss1on. 
Catch the spirit of the prophet-speak 
out (2 Cor. 4:13). As the Psalmist put 
it so long ago, "Let the redeemed of 
the Lord say so ... " (Psa. 107:2). And 
let them say why! And let them say 
it now! 
Biblical Studies Department, York Col
lege, York, Nebraska 
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ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES 

BALES BICKENBACH 

~ 
DEAVER 

NOVEMBER 14 - 18, 1982 

DUB MCCLISH, DIRECTOR 
STUDIES IN I CORINTHIANS 

SPECIAL FEATURE: DISCUSSION FORUM - MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, REMARRIAGE 
BOOK AND TAPES OF LECTURES AVAILABLE 

ADL SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 14 

9 :00 AM B~u Thompson 

to.oo A~l Dub McCtbh 

5:00 PM Garv Workman 

6:00 PM Ooug Blchnbac.h 
7:00 PM Hugo McCord 

TilE FIRST CORINTIIIAN EPISTIL -· AN 
INTRODUCTION 
WOE IS UNTO ME 1r I PRCACII NOT Til( 
GOSPEL II Cor 9:16-171 
WilEN TIIATWHICIIIS PERFECT IS COME 
)I Cor 13:8-13) 
BE YE STEADFAST (I Cor IS:S8) 
UNITY AMONG BR(TIIRI:N )I Cor 1:10-17: 
3:1-9) 

MONDAY. NOVEMBER IS 

9:00 AM Maxlt Bortn 

10:00 AM Dan Bill ingsly 

II :00 AM flugh Fulford 

II :00 AM IAis McCord 
(INCIIAPEL( 

12:00 PM 
1:30 P~l DISCUSSION FORUM 

Raymond Kt'lcy 

Roy Onvt'r 

S:30 PM 
7:00 PM \-Vindt ll Wlnklt-r 

8:00 PM Garland Elkins 

GOD·s WISDOM VERSUS MAN"S WISDOM 
)ICor 1:18-31: 3:18-23) 
ANSWERING rALS( DOCTRINES ·· I COR. 
Tht' Ctllbalt' S1a1 ~: Dou Paul Condont S..:ual 

~:!mS~Yr~~!~.G~."!"V~~ r~~:,v::.~~':,\·ls~~~~ 
I :7·81: Womf'n In Tht' Autmbly: Thth lind· 
CO\'trlnn I 11 :SJ 
EVERYWHERE IN J:Vt:RY CIIURCII )I Cor 
4:14-17: 11:16: 16:11 
THE PLACC or WOMAN IN Tilt WILL OF 
GOD. NO. I (I Cor 11:3. 8-9: 14:33-3S) 
LUNCIIBREAK 
-·1-IARRIAGE. DIVORCE. REMARRIAGE: 
NOT UNDER BONDAGE )I Cor 7:1S) 
Tht 0f'Sf'r1t>d ~lnl l.s frtt' from Th• 
Marrlagt Bond And r.by RPmarry Script · 

T';:: 11~4'unftl Sa int Is Not frn from Thr 
P.brrlagf' Bond And May Not Rrmarry 
Scripturally 
PUT AWAY TilE WICKED MAN )I Cor S: 
1-13) 
DIFfiCULT PASSAGES IN I CORINTIIII\NS 
No Not To Ut .. lord's Suppt>r, Cammon 
r.1nl Or Both? 15:111: Thf' Vlrgln··Daunhtrr 
Or lov<r? IN6-38): Only In Th• lArd )7:39): 
flow hr r.1u11 A "Sttonn"Chrlstlan Go To 
~~~~(O~I~~'I!;:V/ ·wuk .. Chrbrlan? )8:9-13) 

IM~IORALITY AND ITS CONSI"QUENCES 
)I Coo 6:9-20) 
TilE RESURR~CTION or CIIRIST •• rOUND
liTtON 01 OUR IIOPL )I Cor tS: I-19) 

TUF.SDAY. NOVrMBrR 16 

9;00 Af-1 Rogtr Johnson 

10:00 A~l J No.I Mnld.,h 

11:00 A~l Rob•n Toylor 

II :00 A~l IAis ~lcCord 
(INCIIAPEL) 

12:00 P~l 
I :30 PM DISCUSSION FORUM 

Roy lanltr. Jr 

3:30 Pr-1 Gotbtl r-1uslt 

OlrriCULT PASSAGES IN I CORINTIIIANS 
Spt'Cial .. lllumlnlllon" r or Chrllllans? 
)2:14-16(: Th• T•mpl• ol God •• Th• \Vholo 
Corinthian Church Or Thr Ind ividual? 
13·16-17): Old Poul Esp«t Th•IArd·, Coming 
In Tht Ufnlmf' of Tho'-f' Corinthian~? 1 4 ~51 
TUE PURPOSE or SPIRITUAL GirTS 
II Cor 14·1-S. 221 
1\1\~\Vt;HI NC.. I AU.[ OOCTRINI:S •• I COR 
Poul And Tho S•cond Coming I I 7: 4:S): 
Churth Dlw-lp1lnf' And Corporral Punlthmf'nt 
)S:S): Siouorlon Eo hi<> )6:12: 10•23) 

TilE PLACE OF WOMAN IN TilE WILL OF GOD. 
NO. II )I Cor 11:3. 8-9: 14:33-3S) 
LUNCIIBRCAK 
•• ~IARRIAGE. OIVORCL. RLMI\RRIAGE: /\BIDE 
IN Til/IT CALLING )I Cor 7:17-24) 
Tht' l\1arrlagt That Exlsli At Thf' Tlmf Of A 
Prrson's Call To Chr l.t.l b To Be Contlnutd 
\VIth God', Approval 
Thf' r.1arrlage That [xbh At The Time Of A Ptrnn's 
Call To Chrl' t Is To Be Continut'd \Vhh God's Ap· 

eroval Only If h Was A Scriptural r.hrrlage To Begin 
Vhh 

TliE GOSI'EL··GOD'S COMI'LJ:TCll RCVELATION 
TO MEN )I Coo 2:6-161 

4 :30 PM B. 8 . Jamn 

S:30 PM 
7:00 PM Rkhard Bl.ck 

8:00 PM Hugo ~lcCord 

DIFFICULT PASSAGES IN I CORINTIIIANS 
Don Paul ContradKt ltlmulf On Mut Offrffd To 
ldol.s, )8 :1: 10:20.2.2): Wom1n's Vril, Shorn lfrad, 
Bf'ctun Of Tht' Angrl\ II LS-101; Rtgular Lord's 

~~a~~:~~~~~~rMS~~a~s!~~~~:y ~~ ;~~;!~;,~~ 
(II:S: 14•34-35) 
DINNER BRLAK 
LCARN NOT TO GO BEYOND TilE THINGS 
WI liCit ARE IIIRITT(N II Cor 4:6-13) 
1\ MORt: f.XCrl II NT WAY )I Cor 12:31: 
13:1-13) 

WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 17 

9:00 AM Rox Tumor. Sr VICTORY OVER Tilt: LAST t:Nt:MY Til RoUGH 

10:00 AM J Notl Mtrldf'th 

11:00 'AM Hardrman Nichols 

OUR LORD JESUS CIIRIST )I Cor IS:26. SO-S7) 
ANSWt:RING rALSr DOCTRINES .• I COR 

;~s::k'"~1r'c.'!'c";:.' : ~;Fr~~~ ', f:~~<~:::· ~6;;,t"~~ 
fal•e Tuchtn Dt Sa\lf'd, Though Thf'lt llurf'u 8 4' 
lA"? 13:10-ISI 
TilE CII I\LLCNG( or St:Lr-OISCIPLINE 
)I Cor 9: 19-21) 

12:00 PM LUNCIIBRCAK 
1:30 P~l DISCUSSION FORU~I ··MARRII\Gt:. DIVORCE. R[~IARRIAG(: CDV· 

Jame-s D . Bales 
lEd Sanders will 
rud ms , bul 
disclaims vlewl 
Thomas 8 Wautn 

3,30 P~l Richord Block 

4 :30 PP.1 Gary Workman 
S:30 PM 
7:00 PM Bert~ompson 
8:00 PM Rf'JI TurMr, Sr 

ENANT AND NON-COVLNANT I'ASSAGF.S (I Cor 
7:10-IS) 
God's Marrlagf', Ol~oorcf'. Rt'ml rrlagt IAw.'S Do Not 
Apply To Thf' Allf'n Slnnfl' . But Only To Thou \Vho 
Arr In ••covf'nant R,latkmshlp .. \VIth God II e . 
Chrlstlantl 

~·~.~!~'!;',~~~·, ~~~rW;,~~~T~'Tt!:~3.~~,PX~~ 1~ 
::~oJ;'Th~' l.tt~=·~:~h~~· ~~~~hu~ll! ~;~!;~'~~\/~~; 
Todoy Will )Or Coni B• So•<d? .. 
1\ STUDY Or TONGUI:S-·WIIAT WERE TliEY? 
(I Cor 12-141 
IN RCML~IBRANCr. or MC )I Cor 11 :23-33) 
OINNLR BHLAK 
TilE riRST ~IAN. ADAM II Cor IS4S) 
Tllr PLACL 01 IVO~IAN IN Til( IIIILL 01 GOD 
II Cor 11 :3.8-9: 14:33-3SJ 

TIIURSDAY. NOVEMBER 18 

9:00 Af\1 J•dc Gray 

10:00 AM John Woddoy 

11:00 Af\1 Roy o ,.,,. .. , 

12:00 P~l 
I :30 P~l DISCUSSION FORUM 

Roy lanlf'r. Jr 

3:30 P~1 Johnny Ramsey 

4:10 PM Bobby Duncan 

S:30 PM 
7:00 PM Johnny Ramny 

8:00 PM Bobby Duncan 

PUTTING TilE POWER BACK INTO PRCACIIING 
II Cor 2:1-S. 4·18·21) 
ANSWERING FALSE OOCTRINI:S .• I COR 
Pours Opinion> 17:7. 2S. 40): 0..• Tho End Jusllly 
Th• Muns? (9 20-22) Eootng In Th• Church 
111:22. 34): 8apllt<d For Th• Oud (IS:29) 

Till CORINTIHAN COU ICTION •• GOD·s 
riNI\NCIAL PLAN I OR IllS CIIURCII 
II Cor 16:1-21 
LUNCIIBRD\K 
·-MARRIAGt. OIVORCL. RLMARRII\GJ:: 
Til( RIGHTS Or Tllf GUILTY PARTY 
) ~lou 19,9) 
Thf' Guilty Pany In A D I\'Otu II t' . Tht' 
r o rnk•torl lin Thr Scriptural Right To 
Re marry 
Tht Guilty P•rty In A lll\(lfCf' (I f' . Thr 
f orn icator! OMs Not ltaH Thr Xrlptural 
Rlqht To Rttm•rry 
IVITIIWIIAT ~IANNI R OF BOll Y' II Cor 
IS:3S-49) 
ANS\YI RING I AI..SI DOCTRINI S-·1 COH 
Oapll\m Waj, Not lmportlnt To Paul II 14, 
17 1: Man Mu't lla\of' San•<lal tllumlnatkm 
from Thtt lloly ~plrlt 12.141: Do Our \.Vorh 
In Tht' Uody Affnt Th" Uf' \llny Of Our 
Souls? 13:151: '' Thr l'f'r~n1:1l Rlghtf'Om · 
nt' \~ or Chrl !tt lmput .. d To Thr Chrht iiUl ? 
11:30) 
I>INNI R IIHII\K 
SO~II. ANS\VI l!!o 10 I'H I.~IIII I.NN IAL· 
ISM·s U!I!OHS 11 Cor IS:22-28. S2) 
Sl i\Nil rASl IN l tiL I 1\1111 )I Coo 16:13) 
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THE CULTS ARE GROWING 
(Continued from page 6) 

First Church of Christ, Scientist) are ex
amples of such. 

It is also the case that the leader of a 
cult, especially its founder, claims au
thority by appealing to direct communi
cation, personally received from God. 
A study of the claims of Joseph Smith 
(Mormons), Jim Jones (Peoples' Temple), 
Sun Myung Moon (Moonies), and other 
cult leaders demonstrates that such a 
claim is remarkably consistent with the . 
cult experience. 

Also, it is often noted that a given 
cu lt recognizes its own Messiah figure. 
This "Messiah" claims divine authority 
that must not be violated. 

Finally, cults are extreme ly amb igu
ous in doctrina l matters. They often take 
common ly understood religious terms 
and redefine them for their own pur
poses. The Jehovah's Witnesses have 
done this very thing w ith regard to the 
person of Jesus Christ. A study of their 
teachings on Christ w ill show that they 
have completely redefined his nature 
(deity) whi le maintaining his presence 
within the structure of their doctrinal 
system. 
193 Shady lake Dr., Hurst, Texas 76053 

OTHER PEOPLE AND FAITHFULNESS 
(Continued from page 8) 

and being sound doctrinally. Of course, 
these things are vital, but they are not 
all. We simply cannot be impervious to 
the needs of the people around us and 
sti ll be counted "faithfu l." Those needs 
may be physical, emotional, or spi ri tual 
but, chances are, there is someone near 
you every day who is "needing." 

Brethren, it is very possible that in 
ou r "personal evangel ism" training 
classes we would do well to spend less 
time in teaching people how to refute 
every false doctrine and more time 
teaching them how to reach out to peo
ple in love and get involved in their 
lives. It has been proven that we can 
have more success in converting our 
friends who know we love them than 
strangers. 

We are never so "religious," never so 
faithful, never so Christlike as when we 
are helping and loving peop le. 
1801 Shiloh Rd., Tyler, Tex. 75703 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

SCHOOL OF SLAVIC STUDIES 
NEAR REALITY 

A school for training Christians for 
evangelizing the Slavic world came one 
step nearer to reality as Great lakes 
Christian College in Beamsville, Onta
rio, endorsed the concept of Rick 
Pinczuk to begin such a schoo! under 
the college's Bibk Department. 

Pinczuk was born of Ukrainian parents 

in Germany, and moved to Australia in 
1950. In 1964 he was baptized, and re
ceived his college training at Harding. 
He preached in Carman, Manitoba and 
received his Masters degree in Slavic 
studies in 1976. He is working on a 
doctorate in the same field at the Uni
versity of Ottawa. 

Those interested in this work should 
contact Rick Pinczuk, Box 399, Beams
ville, Ontario, Canada LOR 180. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUS't 29,1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies - Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7715 

Attention Nursery Class Teachers! 
Breakthrough in Nursery Class Seatina! 

Now available; a table with built·in 

seats especially designed 

for the nursery clau.. 

e No more toddlers fo11lng out of choirs 
e No more todd len lust toddling oH 

e Greater Physical control 
e Greater attention control 
e Proven classroom use 
e Accomodotes childr•n fr.om 

approximately S mos.•2yn. 

Call or write for brochure. 

ph. 919/833-3322 

Toddler Tables 
PO Box 26972 
Raleigh, N.C. 27611 

For less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2a.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Bo>< 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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want to get out of debt? 
Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

f/l,en ~el OUo Jlooiol tUDu 
CiJfe ofiecialise in ~•eache•o 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

8.95 

Harding Lectures 
1982 

Firm Foundation PubUshing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copi~s of Harding Lectures, 
1982 @ $8.95 each plus 80¢ postage and handling, 
(Texas resident add 40¢ sale tax.) 

N~e-----------------------------· 
Addr~ 

City ______ state __ _ ·-----Zip __ 

J2 [6881 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, IX 79401 

59th Annual Harding University 
Bible Lectureship 

Searcy, 

THE 
CHURCH: 
RENEWAL 
OR RUIN? 

~ .......... .. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 26, 1982 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single $45.65 Family$118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 

Write or call for details. 

Leonard Mullens 

P.O. Box 828 

Salado, TX 76571 
817/947-5403 

Gene Shoemake 

2801 E. Memorial Rd., Suite B 

Edmond, OK 73034 

405/478-4127 

CONTACT: 

:::::::;;;;::~ :: 

Ted Monroe 

1508 Metro Tower 

1220 Broadway 
Lubbock,TX 79401 

806/744-3485 

Bob Baker 

P.O. Box 1287 

Dickinson, TX 77539 

713/534-6735 

===== ~= 
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VERNON RAY ACCEPTS BIBLE POST 
Dr. Vernon 0. Ray Jr. of Baton Rouge, 

La. has accepted the position of chair
man of the Bible department at York 
College. Dr. Ray wi ll assume his new 
post for the 1982-83 academic year. 

A native of the Chicago-Rockford, Ill . 
area, Dr. Ray is currently serving as 
minister for the South Baton Rouge 
Church of Christ and teaching in the 
speech department at Louisiana State 
University. Also, he teaches Greek and 
various Bible studies courses as an ad
junct professor in Hardin g University's 
extension program at LSU. 

Or. Ray is a graduate o f Harding 
University and Harding Graduate School 
of Re ligipn. He took additional gradu
ate and postgraduate courses at Mem
ph is State University and Wheaton Grad
uate School. He tolds the Ph.D. from 
LSU. 

"We're pleased to have Or. Ray join
ing our Bible program at York College," 
said President Gary R. Bartholomew. 
"We have doubled our full-time Bible 
faculty in the past two years in an effort 
to put the emphasis on what we consid
er is our greatest curriculum priority. 
The addition of Or. Ray as chariman of 
that division is another step in our goal 
of excellence in ou r Bible program." 

Dr. Ray has preached in gospel meet
ings and at youth rallies in hal f the 
states in the nation as well as in severa l 
foreign countries. He has served as pul
pit minister for congregations in Ill i
nois, Georgia, and Louisiana. 

His writings have been published in 
several brotherhood and secu lar publica
tions, including Restoration Quarterly, 
Firm Foundation, Gospel Advocate, 
Southern Speech journal and Quarterly 
Journal of Speech. 

Dr. Ray has worked as a consul tant for 
and partner in Spectra Communicat ion 
Associa tes, a communication consulting 
firm specializing in corporate communi
cat ion seminars. 

He holds memberships in the Speech 
Communication Association, the South
ern Speech Com munication Association , 
the International Society for the History 
of Rhetoric and the Religious Speech 
Communication Association. 

He is married to the former Kathie 
Searcy of Florence, Ala. Th e Rays have 
two sons, Joshua, 4, and Jonathon, 3. 

LIGHT FOR SLAVIC WORLD 
The seventh annual Russian and East 

European Evangelism Workshop and 
Seminar is scheduled for two full days 
October 15-16. It will be hosted by the 
Laurel Church of Christ in Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

The Workshop theme will be Com
municating with Slavic People, with in
depth seminars on Cross-Cultural Com
munication and Language and Literature. 
Seminar leaders wi ll be: Yaroslav R. 
Pinczuk, professor at Great Lakes Chris
tian Co llege, Beamsville, Ontario and 
Richard Shumaker, staff member of 
Slavic Gospel Associat ion, Wheaton, Ill. 

For further information write to 
Charles Whittle, Church of Christ, 324 
North M ain Stret, Nati ck, MA 01760. 
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FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
So uthside C hurc h o ! Christ 1"505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry ll nrr ison , Mi nister. Phon e 
6H-6012. S un. 9:3 0 & 10:30 A . l\1. & 6 :00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHATHAll, N • .J .. Fairmo unt a.nd Southern 
Blvd .• 07928. N ORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW Y O RK CITY AREA. 20 1-63 5-681 0 or 
201-635-26 88. 
ALA.!IKA. - ANC UORAGE CRVRC~ 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will co n t a ct 
relative• or (ri" nda in Alnakn. Pnt McMnhnn or 
Glenn Randolph , Dox 314, Anchor nge. Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 o r 3H-5719. 

DA.l' AREA SCHOOL OF PREACl iiNG -
ltSOO DubiJu Roid 

l'1ea•autou, C alifornia Hl580 
James W. Ferg uso n, Sr., Direc t o r 

NOW WORSHiPON ISLAND OF .KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clnrcnce May, 
Church of Christ. 4647 H aunruil. Ra .. Knpaa, H awai i 
96746. 

LOS ANG !::LES. CA L IFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHU RCII OF CHRIST 
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r are st..~rr. (Christ ia n rou ples.) Good nny nntl ben<>
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t ive Dirertor, nl P .O. no~ 597 , Vncnville. CA 95G88. 
or enll 707 / 44R-3557." 
ATT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CH U RC:H OF' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. " E." 
St. Sundny 9 :30 & 10:30 nnd G:OO P .M. \VNI. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2650 or W . P . J o lly. Min. 79fi-2~ tt. 

Rifle, Colo rado, Central Church of Christ, Chcs 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 62S-2436 or 62S-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Oristol, Virginia. East Bristo l Church of Chris t just of! 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenne th Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH ING courses by Co r
respondence. Programmed tapes with wrillcn material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church o! Ch rist , 2432 
27th Sr. , l ubbock, TX 79411. 
HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED. Manuelito Navajo Child ren'< 
Home is accepting applicat ions Cor houseparents and 
re licf-h ouseparents. We can of!er you a sala ry, living 
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.Jppficacion forms contact Joe H. Booth, Sr., Drawer B, 
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VISITING MEXICO CITY! 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transpor tation. Or S31-874S (EdRar Judy). Spanish
language services a t 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPA:::ENTS NEEDED-Housin~ and utilities fur· 
n ishcd, allowance paid for each child in ca re. Husband s 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negot iable. Call (61 S) 526·20S2 o r write, 
Larry Milligan, 22S N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38S01. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITY/ Want to stay in a Christ ian 
Home/ Wo men or Married Couples. Wri te: P.O. Box 
863, F.D.R. Stat ion, N.Y., N.Y. 101SO or Telephone: 
212 249-S619. 

The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park Colorado 
Arc you looking to retire from secular w~rk but noi 
from servmg our lord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
~hurch of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ongfut. and .Productive in serving Christ. located in a 
beautiful cl1matc t~nd environment surrounded by snow· 
capped mounlains, at the gatcw&~y to Rock Mountain 
Natrona! Park, the Church at [stcs Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact· 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 8051l 
~r phone (303) S86·45S7. 

W ilEN YOU V ISIT TJI E 8Z WOR LDS F AIR ! 
Stny !n n Chrialinn home. Rcnaonnble r ntea. For 
more onfor rnntion cull 615-966-9622 or wri te Robert 
~.;92~~nhnm nt 312 Dcllficld Rd., Knoxville. Tenn. 

WHO AR[ WE! revival meetings; edifies/motivates· no 
charge; illustrated on slides; contact W. F. Parker.' 302 
Quail Ave., Sebring, fl 33870. 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide ministe r's home including ulilitics. Congregation 
owns excellent church building, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel
ro<e, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desireable. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
B£NNETT. SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 

121S, SEWARD, AK 99664. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BO UGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
FREE USED BOOK LIST ,;;2: Varner's Bookstore 102 
laramie St., Marietta, O H 4S7SO. ' 

WO RLD'S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Completely furnished: rooms with bath S2S, apt. S40, 
home SSO, camper space S20. Croups welcome. For 
reservations (61 S) 693-2172. Joyce Cawood, 7543 
Beaver Ridge Rd., Knoxville, Tn. 37921. 
EXPERIENCED, SOUND MATURE PREACHER desires to 
relocate. Call (918) S67-2127. 
MATURE EXPERIENCED PREACHER a-ailable immediate· 
ly. Call or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley 
Dr., Richardson, Texas 75080. 214/234-29S2. 
Bible Call tape playing equipment for sale. 214-
938·4422, P.O. Box 4S4, Marshall, TX 75670. 
FOR SALE. Mu ltigraph-Multilith Offset Duplicator Class 
1250. Copies 4000 to 7SOO sheets per hour. Paper 
sizes 3" X S" min.; 11 " X 14" max. Paper weights 
13 to 140 lb. index. Approx. weight 600 lbs. S1000. 
Eastside church of Christ, 590S FlintridRe, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 30J/598-0344. 

INC L U D E YOUR ZIP CODE 
W h e n you s e nd In a Jist o f new subacrlp· 

Ilo na t o th e Firm Fou.a4a tloa, plea.se be 
aure eac h ha.a the pro per Zip Code number 
a f ter t he city and •tate. 
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The 1981 Bond Series will pay interest rates equal to the maximum allowable 
Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for 
interest due on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the following described 
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Maturity Date 
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1985-1986 

1988-1990 

Minimum Interes t 

12'1.% 

12'12% 

123/.% 

1991-1994 13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, 
Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Village in Fort Worth, Texas, units 
of Christian Care Centers, Inc. (formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight 
of the elders of The Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 
This advenosementls neither an offer to sell nor a sohcotalion to buy any olthese bonds. 
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A RECORD ENROLLMENT of ninety students was exciting 
news at the Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies in Denver 
this fall. 57 of the students are pursuir.g a three year curricu
lum on a full time basis, 20 are part time and anothe r 13 are 
auditing dasses. 32 women are enrolled in a wives' training 
program. Pictured here is the faculty and student body. 

Austin, Texas, November 2, 1982 
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Stand There/ore 

. Paul summed up his message to the Ephesians by urg
mg . them to equip themselves for a f ierce f ight, and 
hav1ng done the necessary preparation to-"Stand 
therefore." 

The Bible clearly teaches that we should practice 
forbearence, patience, long-sufferi ng and surrender
to a po in t. But it also teaches that there is a limit to 
wh ich a Christian can go. There comes a time when he 
shou ld, and must, make a stand. Even if he finds him
self in a very small minori ty, or even alone, he must 
take a stand. 

Many of our problems have come because the church I 
and individual Christians, have been slow or reluctant 
to take a stand. 

The moral decay of our society has made inroads 
upon the church. Had the attack been by onslaught we 
might have resisted it, but it came by subtlety-slipping 
in here and there, largely unresisted. We did not real
ize w hat we would be called upon to accept un til we 
had become so used to the immorality of the times that 
the church fi nds itself d ivided upon almost every moral 
issue. 

When one becomes a Christian he has every in tention 
of giving his life to that cause. He seldom jumps from 
the middle of Canaan to main street in Sodom in a sin
gle bound-he j ust "pitches his tent" in that direction 
as did Lot of old. 

And we let him go, largely unnoticed. Perhaps he 
should have had a praye r partner! Somebody who really 
cared might have checked his f light f rom God. One 
thing is sure: .he came to t he point w here he should 
have made a stand, bu t he did not. Every Christian must 
develop some principles that he holds inviolate. When 
the temptation comes to compromise t hem he must take 
a stand. 

You can't stand very well in th is battle without armor. 
Many of us fall because we are so defenseless. There is 
a too f limsy sh ield of fa ith-if any shie ld at all. The 
breastplate of righteousness is not there. The loins are 
scant ily gi rded w ith truth, and the feet lack the prepara
tion of the gospel of peace. No wonder so many fall 
prey to the w iles of the Devil. 

There is a strange and fascinating thing about the 
Christian religion: it does not depend upon the mass 
conscience. One cannot move w ith t he crowd and be 
safe. Christianity is an individual t hing, and each must 
stand or fall alone. Each has to make his own decis ions I 
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~nd each has to face the foe with the preparation he 
himself has made. Temptation comes to individuals. The 
battle is joined at close range in the individual heart. 
It must be fought out there. We can encourage and 
strengthen each other. And we shou ld. But the battle 
between right and wrong is a struggle w ithin the in
dividual. He must stand if all others f lee. Each one 
stands as much alone as he faces the foe as he stood 
alone in need of Jesus as he faced his sin originally. 

Each one of us determines his own resistance. No 
church counci l can allow certain things or prohibit cer
tain t hings. Even a consensus of brotherhood though 
cannot determine what is right or wrong for the individ
ual. He must draw that line himself. And let him know 
that if his conscience condemns him, God is greater 
than his conscience. Each of us must somewhere draw 
a line beyond which we will not go. At this point we 
must-"Stand therefore." 

Wherever each girds on his armor to stand he must 
stand. Neither the lust of the flesh nor the pride of life 
can be allowed to make him waver. The approval or 
the disapproval of his own brethren cannot be allowed 
to determine w here he stands. He may have to stand 
alone. Most anyone can be brave in a crowd. It is w hen 
one has to stand counter to the generall y accepted posi
t ion, and bear the disapproval of h is own brethren if 
necessary that the real worth of his convictions is tested. 
If the w hole world stands against him, he must stand. If 
he has to stand alone, he must stand alone. 

When Jesus stated his own convictions the crowds 
melted like snow in the heat of summer. He knew very 
well the lonesome position one may f ind himself in 
w hen he takes a stand. All that are around him may 
withdraw to safer ground and leave him standing alone. 
But he must stand. Jesus, under just such a ci rcum
stance, turned to his disciples and sadly asked, "Will you 
also go away?" And they replied, "Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou has the words of Eternal Life." They, too, 
had to draw a line. 

May our heroes, and those of our chi ldren, be men 
and women of faith in the church w ho "stand there
fore." The tw in quali ties of courage and conviction were 
never too p lentiful, nor are they now. Let those be our 
leaders and examples who are not afraid to stand-even 
if they have to stand alone. One girded in the armor of 
God who fearlessly stands is a hard adversary for the 
Devil to handle. 
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MICHAEL SUMMERS 

First century Christians proclaimed the good news about 
Jesus courageously. Peter delivered the first Christian sermon 
to a potentially hostile audience. The priests and Sadducees 
later ordered the temple guard to arrest Peter and John be
cause they were proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus in the 
temple. Early Christians did not hesitate to speak about Jesus 
to groups of people who did not share their faith. Stephen 
preached to the Sanhedrin, the jewish supreme council. 
When Paul entered a city during his missionary journeys, he 
usually went first to the Jewish synagogue where he would 
speak about jesus; however, Paul did not limit his preaching 
to jewish assemblies. In Athens, he accepted an invitation 
from Epicurean and Stoic philosophers to explain his message 
to the Areopagus, a pagan council. Paul stressed the spiritual 
nature and unity of God as well as the resurrection of Jesus 
when he spoke to these pagan philosophers. 

These early evangelists did not hesitate to preach to assem
blies that did not share their beliefs. They knew that Jesus' 
message was for sinners and that they had a responsibility 
to preach that message. Paul asked, "How, then, can they 
call on the one they have not believed in? And now can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how 
can they hear without someone preaching to them?" These 
Christians knew that faith was impossible where the truth had 
not been taught. 

Their attitude and actions contrast vividly with some mod
ern Christians who refuse to speak about Christ and his 
message to groups which are not already doctrinally pure. 
Perhaps these modern Christians have forgotten that Jesus 
said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." These 
"doctrinally pure" Christians criticize evangelists who engage 
in dialogue (other than formal debate) with other religious 
fellowships. They even refuse to preach to other Christians 
who do not· conform to their standards. They may submit a 
lists of questions regarding doctrinal issues which must be 
answered, or they may demand that specific changes take 
place within a congregation before they will agree to speak 
to that group of Christians. 

Such demands differ greatly from Paul's reaction to the 
invitation to preach to a group of pagan philosophers. If Paul 
had sent a similar list of demands to the Areopagus (A hypo
thetical example: 1. Tear down all idols in Athens; 2. End 
sacrifice and cult prostitution; and 3. Recognize the lordship 
of jesus), he would have never spoken to that distinguished 
assembly. Dionysius (a member of the Areopagus), Damaris, 

and several others probably would have never become Chris
tians. Paul would have denied them the opportuntiy to hear 
the truth. Paul, however, did not react to the invitation in 
that way. He accepted their offer, and delivered a sermon 
which both confronted the Athenians with their errors and 
introduced them to the Gospel. Some in his audience did 
reject Paul's message, but others responded by believing. 

Refusing to preach to fellow Christians who espouse dif
ferent beliefs on certain issues differs from what is described 
in Acts 15. Jewish Christians were teaching that Gentiles must 
be circumcised in order to be saved. Paul and Barnabas dis
agreed. This chapter records how these Christians met to
gether to resolve an issue which was potentially more divi
sive than most problems which confront our churches today. 

Refusing to engage in dialogue with individuals of other 
religious beliefs hinders the attaining of Christian unity, 
which is among our primary goals as we strive to be Christ's 
Church in the twentieth century. If we isolate ourselves and 
do not communicate our beliefs to those who worship dif~ 
ferently or not at all, we will only create in ourselves another 
conservative denomination. Truth has nothing to fear from 
discussion. If we preach the truth, dialogue will confirm it. 
If we are wrong, our goal (of being the Church which is 
described in the New Testament) demands that we adapt. Re
fusing to teach those whose beliefs differ from our own les
sens the possibility of unity. 

The division which exists among professed disciples of 
Jesus confuses and dismays the unchurched. When they hear 
us plead for unity and then see us refuse to engage in dia
logue, their awareness of incompatibility of word and action 
among Christians is reinforced. That impression can only be 
counteracted by a sincere search for unity in which all par
ticipants indicate a willingness to both share their beliefs 
and listen to others. 

Early Christian evangelists turned their world upside down 
for many reasons. Among the reasons for their evangelistic 
success were their willingness to address their opponents in 
unfriendly surroundings and their desire to maintain unity 
within the Church through discussion. A restoration of that 
desire to our movement would add credibility to our plea 
for unity and demonstrate our devotion to the message of 
Christ. We must proclaim the Gospel wherever we have the 
opportunity, for "How can they hear without someone 
preaching to them?" 

407 Bar-Kess Court, Aberdeen, Md. 21001 
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A Generation Which Knew Not the Lord 
"And there arose another generation 

which knew not the Lord nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel. 
And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight ot' the Lord, and served Baalim" 
(Judges 2:10-11}. The rise of a new 
generation has always presented numer
ous problems insofar as keeping alive 
God's true religion in the hearts of men 
is concerned. Even the rising of a new 
generation of Egyptians caused serious 
problems to God's children. They fared 
well until "there arose up a new king 
over Egypt which knew not joseph" 
(Ex. 1 :8): A study of the many apostasies 
in the Old Testament will reveal how 
hard it is for men to be true to God over 
a long period of time. We find faithful 
people and good days but there was 
always the problem of a new genera
tion. 

When we come to the New Testament 
we find the church of the Lord in the 
first century, but shadows of an apos
tasy were already evident. The study of 
history of the years following the com
pletion of the New Testament reveals 
apostasy gaining momentum and finally 
culminating in a complete departure. 
Then we read of Reformation and Res
toration, but again we see the problem 
of a new generation. 

God's people can be faithful to him 
from generation to generation if they 
will do as God directs. In both the Old 
and New Testaments God has decreed 
three ways of keeping alive his true doc
trine. If these are diligently followed, we 
shall see the answer to the problem pre
sented by the rising of a new genera
tion. 

Instruction by Parents 
"And these words which I command 

thee this day shall be in thine heart: 
and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and thou shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6-7). We 
see from this the emphasis given by 
God to parental instruction in Old Tes
tament times. One of the greatest trage
dies of which we read happened in the 
same general period of which our text 
is a part. It was the tragedy that befell 
the house of Eli. God revealed his in
tention concerning this house to young 
Samuel in these words: "For I have told 
him that I will judge his house forever 
for the iniquity which he knoweth; be
cause his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not" (I Sam. 
3:13). 

The New Testament likewise empha
sizes the importance of parental in
struction. "And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
lord" (Eph. 6:4). One of the great men 
of the first century was Timothy. Paul 
said that Timothy had known the scrip
tures "from a child," and that the faith 
which was in Timothy had been at first 
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the possession of his grandmother and 
then his mother (2 Tim. 3:15; 1 :15}. 

It has been estimated that of the 
105,000 hours which a child spends 
from the time of understanding until the 
age of twenty-one, he spends 93,000 
of these in the home. What a wonderful 
opportunity for parents to mold charac
ter! And what a responsibility rests upon 
parents! 

The words of the wise man are still 
true: "Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6}. Parents 
should read the Bible daily to their chil
dren, and they should .make every ef
fort to stamp its teaching upon their 
hearts. They should also remember that 
example is the strongest way of teach
ing children. Little boys say they want 
to be like their daddy; little girls want 
to be like mother. It is very likely that 
they will to a great extent. Let every 
father and mother rise to the occasion 
and resolve with joshua: "As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord" 
Uoshua 24:15). 

Faithful Teachers 
"Gather the people together, men, 

and women, and children, and thy 
stranger that is within thy gates, that 
they may hear, and that they may learn, 
and fear the Lord your God, and ob
serve to do all the words of this law: 
and that their children, which have not 
known anything, may hear, and learn to 
fear the Lord your God, as long as ye 
live in the land whither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it'' (Deut. 31 :12-13}. 
The Lord said to Aaron: "And that ye 
may teach the children of lsarel all the 
statutes which the Lord hath spoken 
unto them by the hand of Moses" (lev. 
10:11). 

It is God's will today that his word be 
proclaimed by faithful teachers. "Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptiz
ing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to ob~erve all things 
whatsoever I have · commanded you" 
(Matt. 28:19 f). "Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad went everywhere 
preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). "And· 
the things which thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same com
mit thou to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Elders, preachers, and all Bible school 
teachers should realize the responsi
bility that is theirs. They must never tire 
of the old truths. They should tell them 
over and over again. Advertisers of cer
tain products keep repeating their slo
gans over and over. There is always 
someone who does not know and those 
who know are in danger of forgetting 
The assumption that they do not need 
repeating has resulted in many a trag
edy. We need to keep on telling people 
about the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 
We need to keep stressing the fact that 

the Bible is God's revelation to man and 
that it is the product of divine inspira
tion. We must keep on telling about 
the wonderful teachings and miracles 
of Jesus, and of his death, burial, resur
rection, and glorious ascension into 
heaven. We must continue to teach the 
plan of salvation in all of its simplicity, 
to stress the meaning and importance 
of church membership, and the impor
tance of true, scriptural worship. We 
must emphasize the identity of the 
church and make clear the New Testa
ment teaching as to its doctrine, creed, 
organization, and worship. We must set 
forth in clarity and love God's plea and 
plan for the unity of his people. We 
must teach men about heaven and warn 
them about hell. In a word, we must 
strive with all that is in us to declare "all 
the counsel of God." A generation of 
careless teachers who fail to study and 
teach God's word faithfully will produce 
a generation that knows not the Lord 
nor the works he has done. It is far 
better to build safeguards at the sum
mit of the mountain than to build hos
pitals at its base. 

Memorials 
"And the people came up out of Jor

dan on the tenth day of the first month 
. . • and the twelve stones which they 
took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in 
Gilgal. And he spake unto the children 
of Israel saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stonesl Then 
ye shall let your children know, saying 
Israel came over this jordan on dry 
land" Uoshua 4:19-22}. Here was a 
monument that would provoke ques
tions and provide opportunities for 
teaching. It would help to keep alive the 
memory of a great event. Again, "Re
member thou wast a servant • . . and 
the Lord brought thee out . . . there
fore the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to keep the sabbath day" (Deut. 5:15). 
Thus we set a day aside to help per
petuate the memory of a great event. 
In another passage concerning the Pass
over, the people were told what to say 
when their children asked what was 
meant by this feast (Ex. 12:26-27). 
Memorials played an important part in 
the religion of the Old Testament. 

The New Testament also has its 
memorials. It was on the first day of the 
week that the Lord was raised-the day 
the early Christians met for the purpose 
of breaking bread (Acts 20:7). The 
breaking of bread in this passage refers 
to the Lord's Supper which is another 
memorial. Jesus said concerning the 
bread and the fruit of the vine, "This do 
in remembrance of me" (I Cor. 11:24-
25). We should tell our children and 
others the meaning of the Lord's Day 
and of the Lord's Supper. These pro
vide a wonderful opportunity to teach 
about our Savior's death and resurrec
tion. By faithful observance of these 
memorials we declare our faith in the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Church and Public Relations 
BILL STILWELL 

Good Public Relations is essential to the growth and suc
cess of any congregation. No effort to inform the public of 
growth of the congregation or its activities can result in 
adverse publicity since an inactive church does not impress 
the public favorably. 

Favorable public relations can be developed in many ways. 
An attraCtive building and grounds gives a good impression 
and contributes to healthy community response. The way the 
members speak of each other, the minister, and the elders has 
a lot to do with the impression the outsider has of the church. 
What the public reads in the newspaper, hears on the radio, 
or sees on TV is important. The friendly attitude expressed 
to visitors, neighbors, other religious groups, and the com
munity as a whole definitely contributes to good public 
acceptance. Each member has a part in developing good or 
poor public relations. 

It is easy for a congregation to properly develop good pub
lic relations. First, each person must become conscious of his 
part in developing a good community response. Expressing 
confidence and enthusiasm builds, while adverse remarks 
tear down a good public image. Regular newspaper, radio, 
or TV advertising is very effective if the ads employ good 
salesmanship. The business community uses "selling-type" 
advertising most effectively. Churches can employ similar 
selling methods to promote jesus Christ and his church. 

One of the most effective ways is through free publicity. 
Newspapers, radio, and TV stations always want good com
munity news items. Churches can build good public relations 
and at the same time help the news media by submitting 
well-prepared news articles. Select some member of the con
gregation with some writing experience to handle all church 
publicity. Start collecting news items from other churches 
to see what others are doing, talk to your local editor or pro
gram director to see what they want in church news. Coop
erate wi\h them and they will appreciate it. You, in turn, will 
receive a lot of good publicity. 

Here are some of the things to consider in submitting 
news items. 

1. The item must be newsworthy-of interest to the public 
in general. 

2. No articles containing doctrine or criticism of other 
religious bodies will be printed or aired. 

3. Submit the news item in ample time for composing and 
printing. Find out what time the article must be in the office 
in order to be accepted. 

4. The item should be typed double spaced, with good 
grammar and spelling. Don't send in hand written copy be
cause it takes too much time to prepare for printing or other 
use. 

5. Always put the writer's name and telephone number at 

the bottom of the last sheet. The station or newspaper may 
want more information. 

6. It is well to talk to someone personally about the news 
item so they can understand all details and avoid errors or 
omissions. 

Remember these things in writing the news item. 
1. The first paragraph (called the lead paragraph) should 

contain all main facts found in the article. This includes the 
time, date, location, and name of organization or persons 
involved. 

2. The information found in the first paragraph should be 
repeated and enlarged upon in the following paragraphs. 

3. Short paragraphs are easier to read. 
4. Include names of local people involved and people 

from outside, only if they have a major role in the activity. 
5. News of coming events is more desirable than news of 

passed events and will have a better chance of being printed 
or aired. 

6. Avoid superfluous words, detailed descriptions, or per
sonal opinions. Read other articles and see how the profes
sional writer does it. 

7. And don't forget about pictures. Newspapers like good 
pictures which include local people and their activities. A 
news article with a good picture has more chances of being 
printed than one without a picture. Pictures should be taken 
close enough to the people or activity to show faces and 
other details. Tlie print submitted should be a black and 
white glossy, preferably, 5"x7" in size. Colored slides can be 
submitted but colored prints are not desirable. 

8. Read the article carefully to be sure all information is 
included, so people not familiar with the situation will have 
all the details. 

It is important to understand the problems the news media 
face. 

Newspapers, especially, have a limited space for news and 
advertising. Smaller papers and stations are more interested 
in local news, while large metropolitan papers may not be 
equipped to handle very many local items. 

Some parts of a newspaper may be printed a day or two 
before the total paper comes out. Check to be sure you are 
submitting the item in ample time to be printed or aired. A 
byline (the name of the writer) is sometimes printed or re
ferred to if there are many details or dates as this relieves 
the media of liability, if errors are made. 

Newspaper ads can be used most effectively to build good 
public relations. Ads appearing on the church page which 
give the time of the services are important, but larger "dis
play" ads which "sell" Christianity as the way of life and the 
local church as a source of Christian worship, personal en
couragement, and friendship are much more effective. 

S.R.-2, Box 3008, Brandon, Mo. 65616 
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The Christian and the Old Testament PAUL ISOM 

The relationship betwee~ . the O ld 
and New Testaments is a cr1t1cal prob
lem for all students of the Bible. _T~ere 
has been a tendency among Chr~sttans 
of all generations to neglect the Old 
Testament and many of those who 
adhere to' Restoration ideals have be_en 
no exception. It is time for us to g1ve 
some renewed thought to the actual 
continuity of the Holy Scriptures. 

We must understand that the Jewish 
tradition, standing alone, is unfin!shed. 
At the same time, we need to adm1t that 
the Christian faith w i th no O ld Testa
ment is just as impossib le a. spe·ctacle 
as a tree hanging in midair w1thout the 
benefit of stump o r roots. Surely, we 
must accept the Old Testament .~s a 
fundamental component of our sp1 r1 tual 
rootage. . 

Marcion w ho was deemed a heret1c 
by the Se~ond Century church, d~cide_d 
that there should be no place m h1s 
compilation of the Christian canon f~r 
the O ld Testament. In the _fervor of ~1s 
anti-Judaistic bias, he exc1sed mass1ve 
portions of the New Testament as ~ell. 
We can be thankfu l that clearer mmds 
preva il ed in the face o! Marci?n's chal
lenge. In a time of phd?SOf?hlcal spec
ulation and quickly-mult1plymg myste;v 
religions, this decisiC?n was _cruCial m 
upho lding the historical r~a llty of _the 
Christian faith . In the med1eval per1~d , 
the O ld Testament became fert_de 
ground for deriving stained-glass y.'l_n
dow themes, morality plays, and ridiC
ulous allegories. When liberal Eu~op~an 
scholarship was in its infancy, Fr1ed~1ch 
Sch leiermacher called for the banish
ment of the thirty-nine Old Testament 
books. 

Whatever neglect of the O ld Testa
ment is found in the present-day Res
storation movement resu l ts m~re f rom 
practice than f rom actual teach mg. Few 
Christians would demand that the _Old 
Testament be removed from the B1ble, 
yet very little of our membersh ip could 
claim any great usage . o~ in-depth 
knowledge of it. The pr1ntmg of the 
New Testament alone (occasionally, the 
Psalms are included) is an unspoken 
suggestion to the man in the pew that 
the Old Testament might just as well 
be ignored. 

What is more we regu larly identi fy 
ourselves as "New Testament Chris
tians" w ho "speak where the Bible 
speaks." This is good and needs to con
tinue but I assume that the Bible from 
which we speak is a 66-book Bible. We 
.;erve the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. We Christians are the "New 
Israel" in the sight of God. Please 
remember that Jesus could handle the 
Old Testament (it was his "Bible") mas
terfully. The Lord considered ~ imself the 
goal, fulfill ment, or comp let1on of the 
law, not its destroyer. Jesus kept the l_aw 
perfectly, and thus provided somethmg 
man cou ld not provide for himself, a 
righteousness of the Spiri t w hich tran
scends mere law-keeping. M ight it be 
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better to ca ll ourselves "Biblical Chris
tians?" 

The rank-and-file church member is 
probably not even aware that such a 
problem as neglect of the Old Testa
ment exists. Many Christians probably 
feel somewhat uncomfortable w ith all 
of those Old Testament genealogies or 
those seemingly endless prophetic 
books. The Old Testament world seems 
violent and unfamiliar, its history ap
pears to be drenched with blood. Per
sons who have a fixation about "nega
tivisim" wil l probably be quick to 
misjudge the Old Testament. At best, 
much in these thirty-nine books has 
been labeled " irrelevant." 

What is the value of the Old Testa
ment for Christians of the present t ime? 
We should seek biblical answers for 
such a question. The corpus of Moses' 
law is not the same entity as the mass of 
material known as the "Old Testament." 
We must distinguish between the terms 
"o ld or new covenant" and "Old or 
New Testament." As we normally use 
these terms, a "covenant" is the norma
tive dispensation of the will of God for 
man wh ile "Old Testament" is the label 
of a ~ide range of literature: 

We f ind that "All scripture is in
spired by God" in 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 
There is li tt le information in the passage 
on the mechanics of inspiration simply 
because its primary concern is w ith the 
function and usefulness of scripture. If 
we remember that Paul's words here 
were written before all of the New Tes
tament canon was finished, it stands to 
reason that the focus of the passage is 
on the Old Testament, although the pas
sage certainly involves all the Bible as it 
stands today. All scripture is inspired 
by God and it is profitab le for the 
functions listed in the passage, not the 
least of which is "that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work." In ~h17 light _of 
th is passage, may any Chr1st1an cla1m 
to be complete or thoroughly equipped 
if he neglects the Old Testament? 

God saves by his grace in all ages. The 
law of Moses was intended for the 
Israelite peop le only; it was a child 
conductor until the com ing of the prom
ised One. A bunch of slaves had to be 
formed into God's special people and 
God's law was necessary. But salvation 
has always been predicated upon God:s 
grace first and human response to. 1t 
second. God did not start out by savmg 
people by " law-keeping" and then 
change his mind to being against legal
ism when he sent his Son. The law was 
never intended to "save" anybody; if 
the law were able to provide God's kind 
of righteousness for people, then we 
would be under law and the sending 
of Christ would have been unnecessary. 
Th e j ews under the law were saved in 
v iew of what was to come on Calvary. 
Christ was slain before the foundation 
of the earth. His blood was retroactive 
in effect. The j ews who experienced 
salvat ion did so on ly because thei r sacri-

fices and ethical responses to God's 
law were effective in light of Christ:s 
future shedding of blood. None of the1r 
animal offerings had salvific effect in and 
of themselves. If any person is to be 
saved, it wi ll have to be because of the 
shed blood of Christ; j esus was not 
God's afterthought. 

The gospel is superior to the law, not 
because it saves people better than the 
law but because only the gospel of 
Chrlst can save anybody. It is not nec
essary for us to degrade law as long_ as 
we understand its function. The puttmg 
down of the law (and the Old Testa
ment w i th it) smacks more of Martin 
Luther than of Jesus Christ. I have heard 
it taught that God was not in terested in 
the heart or motives oi the Jews under 
the law, and jesus was, so th is r:nakes 
the gospel superior. The. gospel IS ~u
perior without this false 1dea, a not1on 
that can be punctured by Deuteron
omy 6:4, 5 and Leviticus 19:17, 18. 

Paul makes it quite clear that the law 
is good. In the next verse, he explains 
that the law is not to be faulted for 
man's predicament. The problem is sin 
and human rebellion w hen God's com
mands come in contact with human na
ture. I am not under the law of Moses 
in the sense of fol lowing it as a set of 
rules, but might the Mosaic law be in
structive as to the intent, heart, and 
mind of God? I believe the Pentateuch 
has some thi ngs in i t that I need to 
know about God's true mind in regard 
to the way I relate to him and to other 
people. 

I might practice extortion against an
other person. Th e fact that I am caught 
and punished does not give me the 
right to say that the _law against ~xtor
tion is bad. No one IS more convmced 
than I that we are " in Christ" and not 
"under the law," but this fact does not 
permit me to say, " The ~ld Testament 
is difficult, strange, and Irrelevant, and 
since we are not 'under it,' we may just 
as well forget it." 

The Old Testament is di fficult, but I 
do not remember benig al lowed to skip 
algebra because it was difficu lt. I deny 
that the Old Testament is irrelevant. 
I doubt that the people w ho make that 
contention have read it seriously. 

Let us handle the issue of relevance 
first. I have found "human nature" to 
be the one constant of history; if I'm 
mistaken on this, then upon adequate 
proof, I' ll change my viewpoint. P_er
haps the writer of Ecclesiastes was bemg 
a bit pessimistic when he said, " There 
is nothing new under the sun," but I 
doubt that he was far from the mark. 
The moral, social and spi ritua l issues 
examined in the Old Testament certain
ly have something to say to our day. 
The massive range of thought, from the 
awesome portrait of Israel's God to the 
pleas for social justice in the prophets 
should be fresh and vital to us. We 
should adjust our lives accordingly. 

Secondly, the nature and cha racter of 
God are unchanging. While God deals 
w ith man th rough different and pro~Yres-
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Empty Cathedrals (1) 
RALPH ARCENEAUXi 

Recent research, and possibly the only investigation, into 
the utilization of congregational facilities within the churches 
of Christ reveals a utilization factor of less than two percent. 
This research entitled 'Empty. Cathedrals" was conducted in 
1974 by a mature student in the graduate school of business 
administration at Midwestern State University, Wichita Falls, 
Texas. A questionnaire was prepared and circulated among a 
group of twenty-four congregations located in a geographi
cal area from Houston, Texas to Nashville, Tennessee. The 
questionnaire sought statistical data on average attendance 
per week for worship services in the auditorium, size of the 
congregation and the seating capacity of the auditorium. The 
same type data was requested for the Bible study classes and 
the classrooms housing the study. Congregations responding 
showed membership from 350-3,000. Data was received from 
fifteen congregations, and when the data was tabulated and 
analyzed the results showed use of facilities less than two 
percent of the time based on a ten hour day and a seven day 
week. The percentages were a result usually of three periods 
of use-two on Sunday and one on Wednesday. 

A second research effort followed done by the same stu
dent in the same university in 1975 to determine if denomi
national utilization differed from that found among churches 
of Christ. This research entitled "Idolatrous Temples: Church 
Finance as it Applies to the Erection and Utilization of Church 
Buildings," involved all of the churches in the city of Wichita 
Falls, Texas. Results revealed a total asset value of $35,000,000 
among the one hundred churches. Of some twenty-five or 
thirty churches which were visited in gathering the data, all 
of them were basically idle and empty on week days, and the 
parking lots were evidence of this fact. The sanctuaries were 
not considered "community rooms," but were usually re
served for worship. Educational facilities of the city's largest 
congregation were locked securely during the week. No real 
difference in utilization was apparent. The asset value of the 
combined churches was contrasted to a major industrial plant 
in the community which was built under contract for 
$50,000,000. The observation was made: "It would be sheer 
folly to expect that corporation (Pittsburgh Plate Glass Corpo
ration) to operate that facility one day a week and only an 
hour or two of that day." 

As a result of these first two research efforts a third project 
was initiated in 1979 as a search for explanations of the extra
ordinarily low utilization of religious facilities. This study was 
done in the department of religion af Eastern New Mexico 
University at Portales. Another questionnaire was prepared 
and circulated among churches of Christ from Texas to Mon
tana and from the west coast to the east coast which provided 
statements that would reflect attitudes toward worship, 
chorch facilities and the Bible classes conducted by the 
church. This was multiple choice instrument which attempted 
to make it as easy as possible and require a minimum of 
time to mark. The three studies seem to indicate Christen-

dom, including the church, has drifted into idolatory in erect
ing vast church structures that dominate the budgets of many 
congregations, and for some the major item over the entire 
history of the congregation has been for real estate, buildings 
and general operating expenses. 

The data developed in these three research efforts (so far 
as. is known at this time) is the only body of knowledge on 
this subject. Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
1979 was unable to locate material on this specific subject of 
utilization of congregational facilities. From this data (statis
tical and attitudinal) provided by leaders of congregations 
throughout the United States some tentative conclusions must 
be drawn. An example of this data produced in the attitudes 
questionnaire is the statement that has to do with ownership 
of the church facilities. Twenty-three of the twenty-seven 
who responded agreed that ow11ership of the facilities was 
not essential. When this attitude is combined with a two 
percent utilization factor questions arise and conclusions 
follow. 

1. There is no real obstacle to far better use of the facili
ties. Hard statistical data must be dealt with by sincere Chris
tian people; it will not go away. 

2. There is no real reason why worship cannot be in prog
ress throughout the Lord's Day. Once this is recognized 
dramatic changes can be affected in investment in real prop
erty. 

3. Length of worship is not necessarily fixed but can be 
flexible. 

4. Location of the worship can be flexible; the entire con
gregation need not be present at the same time in the same 
place. 

5. Leadership in worship is not restricted to elders and 
deacons. 

6. Ownership of facilities is not necessary. A long term 
lease for space only when required may be a far better 
arrangement than owning the space that cannot be utilized. 

7. Congregations that build huge auditoriums in an at
tempt to seat everyone ever expected to attend worship at 
the same time in the same place once a week, to construct 
them so that they cannot be used except for a seated audi
ence, to restrict their use to worship services of the church of 
Christ primarily are almost certainly over built and under 
used, and the magnitude of the waste that results staggers 
the mind. 

8. To build and equip educational facilities, provide teach
ers, study materials and even transportation and stop there 
(no permanent records of attendance, no record of grades to 
measure learning and no recognition and certification of 
satisfactory compietion of study) demonstrates the ~ongrega
tion is not really serious about Bible instruction. but prob
ably more interested in how many can be assembled for one 
class on one day of the week for forty-five minutes. 

5110 Catskills Dr., Wichita Falls, TX 7631 0 
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Misery in Marriage 
Surely we all hurt as we look around 

and see so much heartache and misery 
in marriages that we are fami liar w ith . 
There is that ever-growing number of 
divorces, and then there is an increas
ingly large number of marriages that 
have failed but where th e husband and 
wi fe are still l iving together and have 
no intention of separating or divorcing. 
We need to realize that it is very possi
ble for a marriage to have fai led and 
the couple still live together until death 
separates them. 

There are so many complex marriage 
and divorce situations that call for so 
much wisdom to deal w ith that it seems 
the right answer is impossib le at times 
to find. 

What's it all com ing to? Where w ill 
it all end? What can we do? Why can' t 
young peopl e see the messes that are 
bound to develop? 

There is definitely a need for the 
church to work harder at educat ing the 
young regarding marriage from a Bible 
standpoint. Th ere is also a real need to 
educate from the standpoint of com
mon everyday situations in married l ife. 

The church certainly needs to teach 
what the Bible says about the various 
aspects of marriage, and those consid
ering marrying need to give serious 
thought to the responsibi lities that ac
company the marriage vows. But w hat 
about the parents? Surely parents have 
a great responsibi lity to be training their 
children all along regard ing marriage, 
and even more so as they approach mar
rying age. 

It is my deep conviction that we need 
to be teaching folks to marry on ly 
Christians, but much more than that
on ly faithful Christians. There are sev
eral very important questions a person 
planning to marry needs to ask before 

The Problem of Lying 
"Americans believe that flouting the 

rules brings rewards, but that obeying 
the rules leaves one empty-handed," 
states Daniel Yankelovich in a recent 
article in Psychology Today. The article 
relates a television commercial in w hich 
a man calls his boss and l ies to him in 
order to prolong his vacation. The an
nouncer ends the commercial with, "So 
pack you r bags and plan your excuses. 
'Cause you can't get enough of Miami." 

From here Yankelovich continues ex
plain ing how Americans lie for various 
reasons. According to him forty percen.t 
of bankruptcies are filed by people who 
have enough assets and w ho don 't need 
the aid of the court. Another example 
he uses is the people who work in the 
" underground economy" by using "off
the-books employment and trading." 
Some studies show this deceit costs the 
U.S. Government between 80 and 100 
billion dollars a year. 

The art icle concludes with what the 
author believes to be a change in phi-
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BYRON NICHOLS 

going through with the planned mar
riage, but I believe the most important 
one is: Will he/she, as he/she is right 
now, help or hinder my chances of 
going to heaven? It is far too dangerous 
to count on a significant increase in a 
mate's spiri tual ity later. We must think 
in terms of the present degree of spiri
tuality, not what may develop. 

Marriage counselors in general and 
leaders of all religious groups agree in 
their advice that people should marry 
w ithin their own rel igious group. Other
wise, the problems are always present. 
Always. 

What can we do, w hat can be done to 
improve the situation? (1) Elders are to 
be shepherds and watch. for souls. They 
need to do pre-mari tal counseling. Th ey 
need to counsel, not just when they are 
invited, but in many cases w here no 
invitation has been extended. How can 
elders be truly concerned about the 
flock and ignore situations that are of 
grave danger to the members of the 
flock? (2) Preachers need to preach 
more on the var ious facets of the mar
riage situation. (3) Teachers need to use 
the classroom to teach more of God's 
will on marriage. (4) Parents need to 
pray, set the right example in their own 
marriage, lovingly teach and train their 
chi ldren relative to marriage and its 
responsibilities, and teach their children 
regarding the proper priorities in life. 
(5) Young people must accept their re
sponsibility to be receptive to the Bib le 
and to w ise counsel. 

May the Lord helps us to improve 
our marriages, and may we be more 
grave ly concerned about helping others 
to choose the right kind of spouse and 
to be the right kind themselves. The 
eternal destiny of many is at stake. 
705 N. Liberty, Harrison, Arkansas 72601 

TERRY R. FINLEY 

losophy from that of the 1960's and 
1970's, "Living well is the best revenge," 
to today's, " Lying w~ll is the best 
revenge." This is all · predicated on the 
common belief that it doesn't pay to 
observe the rules and that those who 
are in power aren't able to handle to
day's problems. 

In case we mistakingly believe lying 
to be a new trend or an American pas
time only, l isten to what Homer wrote 
long ago in the Iliad, "Hateful to me as 
are the gates of hell, is he who, hiding 
one thing in his heart, utters another." 
Purgeon, the famous English preacher, 
sa id, "When you see a man w ith a great 
deal of religion displayed in his shop 
w indow, you may depend L.pon it he 
keeps a very small stock of it w ithin." 

The Bible states in Hosea 4:1-2, "The 
Lord has a controversy with the inhabi
tants of the land, because there is no 
truth ... in the land. By swearing and 
lying and ki lling and stealing and com-

(Continued on page 11) 

Abortion and Personhood 
J . D THOMAS 

Ideas change! Culture changes! What 
society accepts as proper conduct in 
one age and generation may not be 
w hat it accepts in another. Th ose who 
believe in the permanency of God's 
teaching and in the unchangeableness 
of his revealed wi ll should real ize that 
they must face this reality and must 
therefore keep teaching and preaching 
the word to every new generation. 
Never will all have learned in any given 
age. 

A prominent concept held by many 
today that is really new to some of us 
"old timers" is that i t is a morally good 
act to abort a fetus " if the mother does 
not want the ch ild." No questions are 
asked about whether she is acting from 
self ishness, or w hether the fetus has 
any "rights." The argument generally 
goes that " It is my body and I can do 
anything I want with my own body." 
Normally we would agree with her if 
it were a question of the removal of a 
tumor, or of some diseased organ. But 
in the case of a fetus there is the ques
tion of the rights of another human 
being! Seemingly the abortionists rea
son that the fetus is no more than a 
"glob of flesh"-indeed, logically equal 
in this instance to the afterbirth! 

The Bible teaches that the human 
fetus is a person, a sp irit being: 
Ecclesiastes 11 :5-"As you do not know 
how the spirit comes to the bones in 
the womb of a woman with child, so 
you do not know the work of God w ho 
makes everything." Note that the spi rit 
is present before birth, and that it is a 
"child" that the woman is carrying. 
Luke 1 :5-(Speaking of john the Bap
tist when he was an embryo) " ... he 
will be fi lled w i th the Ho ly Spirit even 
from his mother's womb." 
Luke 1 :41-44-(Still speaking of John) 
"And w hen El izabeth heard the greet
ing of Mary, the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit . . . For behold, when the 
voice of your greeting came to my ears, 
the babe in my womb leaped for joy." 
Would this statement be logical and 
meaningful if the fetus had been a non
person and only a glob of flesh ly mat
ter? 

Also Jesus, who pre-existed with God 
in heaven (John 1 :1-3) before he came 
down to earth and assumed th e form 
of a human (Phil. 2:6-8), was a person at 
the time of Mary's conception, and he 
continued to be a living person through
out the entire nine-month term of 
pregnancy! Since he certain ly was a 
person before the pregnancy, it is only 
logical that he continued to be a person 
during all of the embryonic period. In 
view of this, it is di fficult for the present 
writer to see how any Christian woman, 
who believes the Bible's teaching about 
jesus' preexistence, could contemplate 
that if Jesus had been aborted "~efore 
the sixth month," it wou ld have been 

(Continued on page 12) 
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-.A-re We ofi,jfening? 
BETTY ROWLAND 

While meditating on the problem that we seem to have in 
the church of not being able to either reconcile the differ
ences within the Body or to gain hearers of the Word with
out, I've wondered how much of the problem is caused by 
our unwillingness to listen to others. 

We are especially weak in reconciling conflicting individ
uals and groups within the church. There is an assumption 
in the church that conflict itself is wrong. People who ask 
for information, who question "why" are considered to be 
troublemakers, unsubmissive and disobedient to authority by 
some leaderships. Uncommitted Christians do not come from 
the fact that we are comfortable and well off materially. 
Apathy comes from knowing that we won't be heard: That 
no matter what we do or say it won't make any difference in 
the way things are being done. Nothing will change. 

Voters quit voting when they think it doesn't matter which 
party is in power. And Christians quit working when they 
give up hope of being heard. It would be profitable for us to 
remember John 15:12-17. It is easier for us to obey the com
mand to love when we are treated as 11friends" and not as 
11slaves." 

When a gentle tug of the shepherd's crook would have 
brought a straying Christian back to the flock we often see 
harsh punitive action taken. The sick sheep is now injured 
and crawls away at the mercy of the world. Have we forgot
ten Galatians 6:1-2? "Brothers, a person in your congrega
tion might fall into a particular sin. You people who are spiri
tual should repair such a person with a gentle spirit. But 
watch yourself! You also might be tempted to sin. Help 
carry each other's burdens. In this way, you truly satisfy the 
ulaw" of Christ." (S.E.B.) Some shepherds will answer in 
judgment for the blood on their staffs. Preachers, especially, 
will recognize the scenario, as most of them have played the 
part of the victim at one time or another. 

The desire to always appear at peace causes whole con
gregations to be whitewashed sepulchers full of dead men's 
bones. The fear of disclosure and the fear of being accused 
of sowing discord cause Christians to stuff their feelings in
side and not share their painful burden with others. This, I 
believe, causes churches to be very weak in their ministry 
of reconciliation. Even if it kills my soul, I will continue to 
smile (like everyone else) and say, "I'm fine." After all, who 
is interested in hearing a discussion of genuine concerns? 
Since our experience has taught us that few are, we wear a 
facade of superficial perfection. We become more and more 
alienated from one another and from God. We miss out on 
the intimacy of spirit that knitted jonathan and David's souls 
together. Those men shared their pain with one another. We 
all long for someone with whom we can be perfectly candid 
and have the hurt heard without fearing rejection. A sharing 

relationship with another in this life would heal broken 
hearts, mend sin-shattered lives and fulfill the scripture men
tioned above. 

Concerning personal evangelism, I'll hear someone say, 
111've tried to talk to him, but it's no use, he won't listen." I 
have to ask, "Are we listening?"· Have we given him a recep
tive hearing first? My thoughts and values are too precious 
to share with a person who is only interested in his point 
of view and believes he's right. I will open up to a person 
who wants to hear me even if we don't agree. We often force 
ourselves to talk to a relative or friend without preparing to 
dialogue. We blurt out the gospel with the same speed a frog 
strikes a fly and they go away with the same look of distaste 
on their face, while we wonder why they rejected so fine a 
gift. 

The Word is infallible; our understanding may not be. The 
possibility that a sinner with his distorted understanding of 
truth might add to the clarity of our thought is more than 
most of us can accept. Our pride in having 11The Truth" needs 
to be overcome with humility that we are given the responsi
bility to share his love with others. We were counted worthy 
to be vessels filled with the gospel and others are also. Treat
ing them with equal regard we need to be alert to avoid the 
insensitive blunders that are commonplace in teaching the 
lost. Our presumption that we don't need to listen, to Jearn 
from others, to increase our knowledge causes us to be per
ceived as unhearing, condescending, "know-it-ails." If we 
can focus on another and listen attentively, accepting him 
with proper respect, even if he rejects the gospel, we may 
still win him by our Jove for him as another valuable, unique 
individual that Christ died to save. 

So much disappointment within families could be pre
vented, so much discouragement at faiilure to reach friends 
could be avoided, so much alienation within the body of 
Christ could be reconciled, so much hurt could be healed if 
we could become more loving listeners. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. o. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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GUARANTEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS ... DO WE Q ALJFY 7 

100% underwriting (we buy the bonds) 

... if You Qualify ! 

Please send FREE information. 
we need funds to b uild ! 

>. 
c: 
0 

~ 
Ul 
:::> 

---WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION-~~ Cltr Zl l> ~ i5 
::; 
'0 
c: lndlv lcl uai'S fum·t lon In conwcgatlon 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 

5408 BELL · P.O. BOX 7648 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 79109·0648 
(806) 352·5603 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

(1) 

s-
Q Narne of C'onJ.(rc..•J.(atlon 

J>h. Nus. ----------

CARIBBEAN EMPHASIS WORKSHO_P 
You are invited to attend the 

FIRST ANNUAL CARIBBEAN EMPHASIS WORKSHOP 

November 19 - 21, 1982 

Friday 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm Saturday 9:00 am - 9:30 pm Sunday 9:00 am - 11:30 am 

The purpose of this Workshop is to inform the Church in the U.S. concerninq the work of the Lord 
in the Caribbean and to inspire conqreqations to qet more involved in this mission area . 

COME AND BE INSPIRED BY: 

Former Missionaries to the Car ibbean 
National Evanqe!ists and Missionaries who live there now 

Future Missionaries planninq to qo there 
Veteran Campa iqn workers who have seen first-hand the needs and opport unities on these islands 

Reqistration: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Friday 

WORKSHOP DIRECTED BY DON STARKS 

CARIBBEAN CAMPAIGNS FOR CHRIST 

DISPLAYS 

Exhibits are limite d to those brotherhood projects that directl y involve the Caribbean Islands. 
Commercial space will be avai lable in classrooms throuqh Saturday niqht only . 

Firms are requested to consider such items as could be used in and exported to the islands. 

LODGING available in Members homes 

Lunch and Supper provided in Darby Drive Fellowship Hall on Saturday 

Write or call today for Room and/or Display Reservat ions: 
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A GENERATION WHICH 
KNEW NOT THE LORD 

(Cont inued from page 4) 
events they commemorate. By an im
proper observance of the Lord's Supper 
we become guil ty " of the body and 
blood of the Lord" (I· Cor. 11 :27) . 

We are commanded to be baptized 
"for the remiss ion of sins" (Acts 2:38). 
Baptism puts one into Christ (Gal. 3:27) . 
The act of baptism ca lls to mind the 
death burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
This i; quite fo rcefully stated in Romans 
6:2-4. In this passage Paul discusses 
baptism in relation to the death, burial, 
and resurrecti on of Christ. There is so 
much more to scriptural baptism th an 
going into the water and having a ce re
mony said. It should never be spoken 
of in a light and disparaging manner. 
To do so is to make light of the death 
and resurrection of Christ. As long as we 
teach and practice the truth concern ing 
baptism we can never lose sight of the 
true meaning of the death on the cross 
and of the fact of the glorious resurrec
tion from Joseph's tomb. 

The memorials of great events in the 
history of our country and those which 
honor famous men mean much to 
Americans; they take their chi ldren to 
them, pointing to them w ith pride and 
telling of the events or men they com
memorate. The Bunker Hill Monument 
at Boston, the Liberty Bell, the Washing
ton Monument, th e Linco ln M emorial, 
and many oth ers- all are notable ex
amples. How much more sh?u ld we ap
preciate the monuments w h1ch God has 
erected! How we should point to them 
wi th zeal and enthusiasm ! How we 
should search for opportunities to relate 
their meaning to those w ho have never 
known. 

It is always di fficult to maintain the 
purity of God's cause. W e must " be in
stant in season, out of season." Inces
sant prayer, watchfu lness, and prayer 
are necessary. A generation that is not 
thoroughly taught w ill not be faith fu l 
to the Lord. And let us remember that 
an untaught generation is proof of the 
failure of the preceding generation. 

" 0 God, thou hast taught me from 
my youth : and hitherto have I declared 
thy wondrous works. Now also w hen I 
am old and gray-headed, 0 God, for
sake me not; until I have showed thy 
strength to this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come" 
(Psalm 71:17). 
Oklahoma Christian College 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congrega tion 
t hat is unable to have a full 
time minis t er a nd would bene 
fit from taped copie s of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Ta pe Minis try 1 Church of 
Chris t, 824 W. Pipe line Rd . 1 

Hurst, Texas 76053 . 

THE PROBLEM OF LYING 

(Continued from page 8) 

mitting adultery, they break out, and 
blood touches blood." One w ri te r said 
in Proverbs 13 :5, "A righteous man 
hates lying: but a w icked man is loath
some ,and comes to shame." 

Lying isn't a problem for a far away 
people in another generation. Lying 
occurs here and now. It touches my li fe 
and it touches your life. A lmost daily 
we either lie, are tempted to lie or are 
lied to . Someone rightly sa id, " The fel
low w ho says he has never told a lie has 
just told one." We need to be in terest
ed in the effects of lying because they 
are destroy ing our economy, our na
tion, our famili es, ourselves and our 
spiritual existence. 

The solution to the prob lem of ly ing 
is found in teaching people to respect 
the Bible as the standard to live by. The 
Bible teaches us not to lie and i t teach
es us to teach others not to lie. If we 
were rigid ly to adhere to this standard, 
we could be well on our way to stamp
ing out lying in a short period of t ime. 

M any positive, good changes have 
come to the human race as a result of 
letting the Bible set the standard. You 
and I can improve our world in regards 
to th e problem of lying by obeying its 
commandments. M ay we determine 
not to lie and to teach others not to lie. 

P.O. Box 165, NSA Det FPO NY, NY 
09522 

~ F irm F oa.ndatlon aubacrfpUon makell a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gilt. 

Northeastern Christian 
Junior College 

Position Open: 
Instructor in History. Applications 
invited from all qualified persons. 

Contact: 
Northeastern Christian Junior College 

1860 Montgomery Avenue 
Villanova, PA 19085 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
cou ple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 -

512-399-5585 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or C•ll 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Attention Nursery Class Teachers! 
Breakthrough in Nursery Class Seating! . . 

liable· 0 table with bu•lt·m Now ave • 
seats especially designed 

for the nursery class. 

e No more toddlers falling out of choirs 
e No more toddle rs juU toddling off 
e C reator Physical control 
e Crea tor aHontlon cont rol 
e Proven cla ssroom use 
eAc:comodotos children hom 

approximately S mos.·2yn. 

Call or write for brochure. 

ph. 919/833- 3322 

Toddler Tables 
PO Box 26972 

Raleigh, N.C. 27611 
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THE CHRISTIAN AND 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 

(Continued from page 6) 

sively better modes of revelation. God 
has always given his utmost in covenant 
mercy and stedfast love. He has always 
expected that men be devoted to him 
unfailingly and love his fellow man 
(Deut. 6:4, 5; Lev. 19:17, 18; Matt. 22: 
34-40). Man has never merited God's 
grace. God chose and blessed Israel be
cause he wanted to (Deut. 4: 7, 8, 33, 
34; 6:10-12; 7:6-10; 9:4-7), and he sent 
his Son for the same reason Oohn 3:16; 
Eph. 2:8-10). He did these things be
cause of his grace, his love, and his 
covenant faithfulness. I suspect that 
some people treat the Old Testament 
the way they do the doctrine of grace; 
some in the "religious world" have 
abused both. This Cloes not allow us, 
however, to try to remedy doctrinal 
abuses by downgrading perfectly bibli
cal things. 

Thirdly, Christianity is a historical 
religion. Read the books of other world 
religions and you will find a disgusting 
hodge-podge of fantasy. Our faith is 
true and exclusive because it is histori
cal, factual, and vertifiable in the con
text of past human events. We serve a 
God who acts in history in man's be
half. The New Testament without the 
Old Testament is a document cut off 
from its necessary antecedent. 

For these reasons, we must be about 
the work of restoring the Old Testa
ment in the Restoration movement. I 
do not mean this in the sense of bind
ing Moses' law on any Christian. The 
book of Hebrews makes it crystal clear 
that such an effort would be both use
less and damning. There is a great deal 
in the Old Testament, however, which 
we need to learn. We need to know the 
great heart of God as it is revealed in 
the spirit, not the letter, of the law. 
What was God's intent behind the law? 
If we ask that very important question, 
we might find a gracious, tenderly com
passionate God in the Old Testament, 
not a cold,. heartless deity. I pray we 
will all give more serious attention to 
the Old Testament. Let us be completely 
biblical Christians! 
101 Dow Drive, Shelbyville, Tennessee 
37160 

ABORTION AND PERSONHOOD 
(Continued on page 8) 

an acceptable moral act in God's sight. 
By the same reasoning, how could such 
a woman contemplate the abortion of 
her own child, who is a child, a person, 
and who because of this, has "rights." 

Further, what human, be he judge, 
legislator or layman, can state at what 
time the human fetus becomes a per-

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 peoJ)Ie $34 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588·1982 
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son, with rights? Who can be so bold as 
to say that it would be murder to abort 
a fetus after the 180th day of preg
nancy, but if done on the 175th day, it 
would be a morally good act? 

Surely this "new idea" that has just 
recently become so strong in the phi
losophy of our culture has all the marks 
of spiritual cancer! 
1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INPORMAnON CONTAcr: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 
3723 • 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792·5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

/ • Courses from mission department .~nd in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 
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OPERATION: ENCOURAGEMENT 

Winston Atkinson and his w ife, Billie 
Jean, after 35 years of full-time work in 
the kingdom, are launching out in a 
new concept of mission work called 
"Operation: Encouragement." Th is wo rk 
will be under the oversight of the e lders 
of the League City ch urch, a congrega
tion in the greater Houston area. They 
are currently encouraging either new 
and/or struggling congregation s who 
have a need for the Atkinsons' services, 
to contact them. 

Besides pulpit work, Winston has 
been involved in personal evangelism 
and educational work. He has not on ly 
been actively involved in home Bib le 
studies, himself, but h as authored ma
terials to be used in personal work and 
has conducted many training workshops. 
For five years he served as editor of the 
annual VB series produced by Gospel 
Teacher Publications. His wife, Billie, is 
a well qualified Bible teacher. She also 
has been involved in w riting materials 
and in teacher training programs. 

Beginning sometime after the f i rst of 
the year, Winston and Billie will leave 
Houston in a motor home, which will 
be their home for a minimum of two 
years. They plan to spend some four 
weeks to six months with struggling 
congregat ions who can use their help. 
They are interested in those who feel 
that with a few weeks or months of mo
tivationa l and instructional assistance, 
they would be able to turn things 
around and become self-supporting. 
Contact Winston Atkinson, 11439 Sage 
York, Houston, TX 77089 (713-481-1900). 

COME WITH US 
Literary EnCJland 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

OberammerCJau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 381,17 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

r~~~~~~:~~~:~::;~::~~~~:~~~~~1 
~ Economical, EnerCJy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities i 
~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 

L~~~~~~~~~·~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~~.J 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

fo1' P·reachers, Teachers, Petso1zal Wotke1·s, 
Eldets and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

EARN THE BEST 
OF TWO RATES! 

The 1981 Bond Series will pay interest rates equal to the maximum allowable 
Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for 
interest due on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the following described 
bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date 

1983-1984 

1985-1986 

1988-1990 

Minimum Interest 

12V.% 

12%% 

123/.% 

1991-1994 13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, 
Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Village in Fort Worth, Texas, units 
of Christian Care Centers, Inc. (formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight 
of the elders of The Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 
REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advert1sement1s nc•thor an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The oHenr>g is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone - {214) 270-7583 
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want to get out of debt? 
Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

61.en ~el CW6 Ji66i61 ~DU 
CN'e 6fieeial?e ln /§Jteachet6 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

Now Ready for Shipment-

8.95 

Harding Ledures 

1982 
--=•-·--•••••-••••••--••••----= wwmw__.. ____ _ 

Firm Foundation Publishing !Rouse 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

Please send copies of Harding Lecture8, 
1982 @ $8.95 each plus 80¢ postage and handling, 
(Texas resident add 40¢ sale tax.) 

Nmne ____________________________ __ 

Address 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Wanted: Blonde church p ews, 12' long. Phone 915/ 
928-5801 . 

Advertbin~r in thi. section $1.50 per line. Desi~:""ed especially to accommodate conrre~rations 

Applications being accepted for position as Camp 
Director at Camp Blue Haven. Las Vegas, NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Exler, Box 456, Olton, TX 79064. 

PREACHER WANTED adTertiainc meetinc p)acea, preacbera aeekine- work or coneret:"ationa aeekins:- prenchen. AUo other 
ace.ptable matter. 

The East Gay Street church in Warrensborg, Mo., Is 
looking for a preacher with experience, who can moti
vate others and is married. The salary range is 
$250·275 per week p lus health Insurance, payment of 
a portion of self employment tax, and 4 bedroom 
house. Large university and military populations. Appli· 
cants should mail resume to: Preacher committee, c/o 
Ron Castleman, Box 491, Warrenburg, Mo. 64093. 

DEAR VALLF;Y CHUJtCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for W omen 
"npprovcd for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray- Director 
I (303) 986-58001 2707 So. Lamar. Denver. Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church ot Christ 1"505 S . Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry H arrison, Minister. Phone 
GH-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:0 0 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHA.THAM, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 079 28. NORTHERN NEW J E R SEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relative• or friend• in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alasli:a 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY A.RmA. SCBOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUu n..id 

Plea•aufou, Call1ornt1l Hl566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW W ORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 1122-1961) or Clarence May. 
Churcn ot Christ, 4647 lfa-uaalii. Ra., Kapaa, Hawaii 
06746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFOR~IA 
CENTRAl CHURCH OF CHlUST 

12th and Hoonr Street. 
Sunday \YOrohlp S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P .M. 
Mlnloten: Lewlo FrUby, 714-622-2586; 

- -----;-i-.P::,•:;u:,;I,.:H;::arper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MA.JNE-241 Center St .. V .F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10: 15; Worship. 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866 ... 888. Visito-rs Welcome. Writo about 
newcomer• to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngftel d Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Se rvice Times 
Translation for Denf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's H ome is currently hir ing child 
care st.. .. rr. (Chr istian couples.) Good pay nnd bene· 
fits . If interested, contact Steve Dergmnn, Execu
t ive Director. at P .0. Box 597 , Vaca ville, CA 95688, 
nr rnll 707/H R-3557." 
JITT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH Or 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E. " 
S t . Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 :md 6:00 P.M. W oo. 7:00 
P .M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 79fi-23tt . 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church o f Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wed nesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703·669·1 096. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH ING courses by Cor
respondence. Program med tapes with w ritten material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. Fo r 
Free Information write : Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Strusgling New England congregation d esperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro· 
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church buildin~. needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would a lso be 
desireable. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write Cor free 
leather enmplea llnd prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485, 
Abilene. TcxM 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITY! 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575·2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEED ED-Housing and utilities fur· 
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insu rance and 
other benefits nego tiable. Call (615) 526·2052 o r write, 
Larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITY? Want to stay in a Christ ian 
Home! Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
863, F.D.R. Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 
212 249·5619. 

The Ideal Retirement Location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Arc you looking to retire from secular work but no t 
from serving our Lord. Come join us n l the Es tes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your retirement years mean
ingful and productive in serving Christ. Located in a 
beautiful climate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mountain 
Natoonal Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 738, Estes Park, CO 80517 
or phone (303) 586·4557. 
ll:VANSVILLE, IND., 2206 E. llorlrJlll .&. ... e., 
u.s. -wo End Oppo•lte K-llnrt. Office 4'1'1-
~'11. Dobby Wnde, Mlu, 4'16-40156. 
WHO ARE WEl revival meetings; edifies/motivates· no 
charge; illustrated on slides; contact W. F. Parker,' 302 
Quail Ave., Sebring, FL 33870. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664. 
VIS ITING '82 WORLD'S FAIR IN KNOXVILLE? Only 35 
miles from Fair site-Bible Study 9:40 AM-2 morning 
services 830 & 10:30-Evening Worship 6:30-Wcdnes
day 7:30 PM-AII times EDT-Exit 352 1·40 west of 
Knoxville-Kingston Church of Christ, 303 N. Kentucky, 
Kingston, TN.-phone 615·376-9230; 376·7795; 376·5706. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOM E FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELI EF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE CROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM S£RVICES. PLEASE CON· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 5B9·7725 (day) or 
509·2236 (night/ weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Oox 75, Medina, TX 76005. 
VUIUA, ARIZ., 051 ,V. :.!8th S t. Sunda y 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p . m. P h. 344-3750 
SMALL CONGREGATION IN RED ULU FF, CA with 50 
members seeks enthusiastic minis ter with leadership 
qualities. If interes ted, please send resume and salary 
requirements to: John Colbert, 23495 Hamilton Ave., 
Gerber, CA 96035, (916) 624-2597. 
RELI GIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74601. 
MATURE EXPERIENCED PREACHER available immediate· 
ly. Call or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley 
Dr., Richardson, Texas 75060. 214/234·2952. 
EXPERIENCED, SOUND MATURE PREACHER desires to 
relocate. Call (918) 567-2127. 
FREE USED BOOK LIST :t=2: Varner's Bookstore, 102 
Laramie St., Marietta, OH 45750. 
Bible Call tape playing equipment for sale. 214-
938·4422, P.O. Box 454, Marshall, TX 75670. 
PREACHER WANTED: The congregation of Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin is seeking a mature, evangelistic, 
Gospel oriented, preacher for full time work. Have 
partial support. If interested write- Church of Christ· 
Wissota 1'.0. Box 336-Chippewa Falls, W I 54729 or 
cal l John, 715-723·5952 o r 715·632·9630, Tony. 

YOU HAVE 1000'S AVAILABLE 
FOR WORLD MISSIONS II 

Congregations that a re interested In having more 
money useable for missions or preacher support from 
within, without hi~h pressure. You have it now, it only 
needs to be sought. Call 515 672-2222. 

MISSIONARIES & PREACHERS!! 
1 have discovered a way to raise the support you 
need easily and quickly. Call 515 673-4559. 

For Sale: Approx. 250 songbooks, Sacred Selections, 
good condition, $1 each . Phone: 606/247-2769, 502 
W. 6th, Friona, Texas 79035. 
Wanted: Christian business panncr. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10• F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-1o•F and +2so•F. No batteries needed fo r energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prcrer a christian partner. who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 22 years experience. 9 years 
with present congregation . Age 63. Would like to 
work as Minister of Personal Evangelism, Associate 
Minister or Pulpit Minis te r. Prefer to locate near a 
mili tary installation. Contact ROY PRUITT, Houston, 
Texas 713/467-5884. 
Windsong, a retorement home project for elderly Chris
tians, is in need of fairly short term funding. We are 
California S tat~ nonprofit registered, located in Sacra· 
mento County. A piece of very good property has had 
th e note renewed and the interest rates have "eaten 
us a live." The last two t imes were 22% and 20'h% 
respect ively. The property is now in escrow and we 
need an extension of time to comple te the sale. Any
one w ith fu nds available to help please contact im
mediately: 

Thomas E. Spencer, President of Board 
10341 Walnut Ave. 
Galt, Ca. 95632 
1-209·745·2004 

Full time preacher needed. Good building and class
rooms, n ice 2 bedroom home, pop. 10,000. Salary ne· 
gotiable. 160 members. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618, Phone (209) 591 -0172 or 
(209) 638-4423 . 
SALES POSITION-MEDICAL SOFTWARE. Requires 
Biomed ical sales experience. Resume to: A. G . 
Penny-Director of Sales, 555 Washington St., Welles
Icy, MA 02161. 

SO LI D OAK PEWS FOR SALE 
26 heavy, straight pews. Excellent condition. 
finish . Seating capacity approximately 10. 
pu lpit. Southside Church of Christ, 1316 S. 
Austin, Tx. 76704-ph. 512-444·4366. 

Light oak 
Matching 
Congress, 

Want To Buy 3 copies of "Gospel Preachers Who 
Blazed The Trail," by C. R. Nichol, 1911 or Firm 
Foundation reprint of same. Contact Michael Stirman, 
304 W. Welton, Temple, Tx. 76501. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
THE PREACHING POSITION AT THE PARIS CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, PARIS, ARK. HAS BEEN FILLED BY ED 
BORING OF CLEVELAND, OHIO. THANK YOU TO ALL 
THE FINE BROTHERS WHO APPLIED. 
Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work w ith a congregation. Calf T. A. Grice 
(817) 893-5852. 

INVESTIGATE! The Ftnu FoundaUoa 
trle.e to •ereeu nd.,.ertt.lug, nud mil not 
knomngly take q ue•tlonable ndvertf•lng. 
But lt loo the render'• re•pon•lblllty to hl
ve•tlgnte. Like nuy other paper, we •ome
tlnte• unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
A.a the old •nylng ~~roe•, before you ln ... e•t, 
lnve•tla:nte I 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

W h e n you sen d In a list o ! new subacrlp· 
lions to th e Firm Foundation, please be 
•ure each haa the proper Zip Code number 
atter the city and atato. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 
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This photo shows proximity of church to Mayo Clinic (towering in the background). 

Let Us Serve Your Loved Ones and Friends. • • 
Christians living in Rochester, Minnesota, have been 

blessed by God by being in a place where the opportunities 
to serve and comfort the sick and distressed are unparalleled. 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost and also to serve 
and comfort those in need. The church in Rochester is 
serving, comforting, seeking, and saving through the Gospel 
of Christ. 

The uniqueness of this church's mission is because 
Rochester - a city of 58,000 population - is the home of 
the internationally famous Mayo Clinic. The Clinic, a 
massive complex served by world renowned medical 
specialists, in 1981 admitted 273,000 patients from every 
state and scores of foreign countries. 

Because of our proximity to Mayo Clinic (only four blocks 
away) - and our downtown location midway between the 
city's two major hospitals - the Rochester church has 
always had a consciousness of the special needs of the sick 
and their families during times of stress and rugh anxiety. 

In recent years our Hands of Compassion ministry -
a special outreach - has served more than l ,000 out-of-town 
patients and their families from 40 states and several nations. 
While spiritual support is our primary aim, our family 
providers offer free housing, meals, transportation, child 
care, laundry and other supportive services needed by 
families away from home for an extended time. 

Please let us serve your loved ones or friends who may 
be coming to Mayo Clinic. 

Use lhis coupon lo nolify us of 
loved ones, friends, neighbors, or 
cillzens in your comunity who are 
planning lo come lo Rochester for 
medical purposes. 

r--------------------1 ~ k To: Dennis Riddle 

I Rochester Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 852 

DENNIS RIDDlE 
Chaplain 

AUSTIN SIBURT 
Pulpit Minister 

ROCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST 
632 Second Street, S.W. (4 blocks west of Mayo Clinic) 

Rochester, Minnesota 55901 

I Rochester , Minnesota 55903 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I NAMEOFPATIENT 

I 
I HOME ADDRESS 

I 
I CITY, STATE, ZIP 
I 

would appreciate your contacting the 
following person(s) who is planning a 
visit to Mayo clinic: 

PHONE 

1 Approximate time of patient's arrival in Rochester: _____ _ 

I DATE 

I 
THIS INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY: 
( ) Patient ( ) Friend -------- --------

1 NAME PHONE CONTACT 
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH NATIONAL CAMPUS MINISTRY SEMI
NAR was hosted this year by the Stadium Boulevard Church in 
Columbia, Missouri. 350 campus ministers, Bible Chair di
rectors, those in tra ining for campus related work, women 
counselors and wives a ttended the three day seminar and re
ported 1976 baptisms in the ir campus work. The annual 
gathering draws large r crowds each year, testifying to the ever 
increasing interest of churches in campus work on an ever 
increasing number of college and university campuses. 

Aust in, Texas, November 9, 1982 
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Beware the Deficit 

It is the history of nations that they begin as pro
ducers and end as consumers. The export trade balance 
finally tips 'and becomes an export deficit. When that 
happens the nation is in trouble. 

With religious orders it is the same. They begin as ag
gressive exporters of their peculiar products,-dedi
cated evangelists of their burning cause. Then the em
phasis shifts and they become privileged receivers. So
ciety and sometimes even governments pay tribute to 
them. They begin in a cave and end up in a cathedral, 
and there they die. 

It is no different with the church. For a century after 
Pentecost they ''went everywhere preaching the gos
pel." The whole world heard in a single generation. 
Then the balance shifted and a powerful church-made 
powerful by evangelism-became a receiving church. 
It turned from giving to getting, and whole empi res paid 
tribute. 

Nor, is it any different with us today. The nineteenth 
century was a century of exportation and expansion. A 
brand new movement had been born of a fresh and 
brilliant idea. And it spread like wi ldfire. The church 
evangelized with a fervor. The gospel was exported with 
such success that some thought the whole world would 
be converted soon and that the millennium would be 
ushered in. Multitudes became obedient to the faith. 

And then consolidation set in. Boundaries were se
cured. Forts were built. And the church moved across 
the tracks and firmly established itself on main street. 
Brush arbors gave way to cathedrals. The thunder of 
evangelism died away to a whisper and was replaced 
with a quiet mannered counselor called "the local min
ister." The church turned its attention from serving to 
being served. And the trade deficit is increasing daily. 

Our nation is in trouble because it has become a 
nation of consumers rather than producers. We have 
built condomin iums on our most productive land, and 
have spread asphalt over a lot of it for our convenience. 
We have spent ourse lves in producing creature com
forts for ourselves. We w ill find in the near future that 
you can't eat technology. We are just beg inning to feel 
the pinch. We w ill blame the politicians, li ke the re
ligious fo lks have blamed the Jews, but in reality we 
can b lame none but ourselves. 

As a church we have become a fellowship of con
sumers rather than producers. We take more pride in 
what we have than in what we are. We have built 
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institutions and fellowship halls, and recreation rooms 
and air conditioned padded pew comfort for ourselves 
and have neglected evangelism and shrunken our mis
sion budgets. 

The average member is more interested in what he can 
get out of his religion than in what he can put into it. 
We, too, have become a society of importers rather 
than exporters. And if history has any lessons for us at 
all, it teaches us that when imports exceed exports we 
are on the road to ruin. The only escape from either 
fiscal or spiritual bankruptcy lies in turn ing the trend 
around. 

We do an enormous amount of preaching and writ
ing on the subject of evangelism, but we do precious 
little about it. The average congregation is not evan
gelistic and the average eldership is not evangelistic. 
The most difficult task most leaders face is the task of 
keeping self-interested elements in the congregation 
from cutting the missionary budget. Nor, is the average 
eldership even making any plans to turn the export de
ficit around. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear. The church will 
either become evangelistic or it will die. The self-giving 
Lord will own nothing but a self-giving church. Any 
church that is not interested in preaching the gospel 
away from home wi ll not grow at home. All those who 
would like to "cut the missionary budget" already have 
one foot on a banana peel. It may be later than we 
think. 

When our import balance exceeds our export balance 
we are in trouble. We ask and receive not because we 
spend it on our own lusts. We pay vast sums to have the 
gospel preached to us, and then we hear so much of it 
it doesn't have any effect on us. All the wh ile millions 
die without ever having had a chance to hear it once. 
Beware the deficit. 

In politics selfish interests often refuse to give govern
ment a chance to turn things around, and so plunge 
deeper and deeper into ruin. It must not be so with us. 
The gospel was designed to be exported, and the church 
was commissioned to do it. If we become more con
cerned with what we call"build ing up the local church" 
(by which we mean, "more for us"), tha~ we are ~n 
really building the church through evangelism, we will 
continue to shrink. Despite all our efforts Cod w ill not 
let us prosper. 
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!Paul's Desire for Unity 
KEITH MARSHALL 

The sett ing for this pessage is in a 
letter to a local church w ith dissention 
among its membership. In fact, there 
were several factions among the mem
bership of that congregation. To correct 
this division, Paul gives these instruc
tions: 

"Now I plead with you, brethren, by 
the name of our Lo rd Jesus Christ, 
that yo u al l speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be perfectly joined to
gether in the same mind and in the 
same judgment. (I Cor. 1 :1 0) 

I see in this passage four d istinct ideas 
that the inspired writer is try ing to get 
across to these brethren, and to the 
Lord's people of all generations. 

"SPEAKING THE SAME THINGS" 
Uni ty in Message 

There is only one source book for 
Christianity, it is the inspired Word of 
God. (II Tim. 3:16-17) It is instructive 
in al l areas of our lives and prepares us 
to do every good work. There is on ly 
one gospel for every creature on the 
face of this earth. (Mk. 16:15-1 6) . The 
very heart of the gospe l-good news
is stated by Paul again to this congrega
tion: 

"Moreover, brethren, I declare to you 
the gospel w hich I preached to you, 
which also you have received and in 
which you stand, by which also you 
are saved, i f you hold fast thaf word 
w hich I preached to you- unless you 
have believed in va in . For I delivered 
to you first of all that which I also 
received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures, and 
that he rose again the third day ac
cording to the Scriptu res. (I Cor. 15: 
1-4). 

If we had done more teaching and 
preaching on th is theme, we might be 
winning more people to the Lord and 
kept more of our brethren in ou r fe l
lowship. If none of the above things are 
true, what else could help us? These 
facts are the foundation of our faith and 
salvation, if we " hold fast" that one 
gospel. Paul would write to a congrega
tion in the capito l city of th e world and 
say: 

" For I am not ashamed of the gospe l 
of Christ, for it is the power of God 
to salvat ion for everyone who be
l ieves, for the Jew first and also for 
the Greek. (Rom. 1 :16). 
This gospel is not just facts to believe, 

but principles to obey. In Mark 16: 
15-16 j esus tells the apostl es to preach 
the gospel to every creature and then 
says that those w ho believe that gospel 
and obey it by being baptized shall be 
saved . It is a gospel that can be be
lieved and obeyed. In Romans 6:3-5 
Paul shows how, in the act of baptism, 
the death, buria l and resurrection is re
enacted. just as j esus was raised from 

the dead to a newness of life, so any 
person who dies to sin (repentance) and 
is buried (immersed) is then raised to 
walk in newness of life. A ll who preach 
and practice this one gospel can have 
unity in the one message. 

" NO DIVISION"-Unity in Practice 
We not on ly must be lieve in unity, 

we m ust practice it. Paul wrote to the 
church at Philippi: 

"Only let you r conduct be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of your affairs, that you 
stand fast in one spirit, w ith one mind 
strivi ng together for the faith of the 
gospel." (Phi l. 1 :27). 

Notice the stress on oneness ! "One 
sp irit" and "one mind." The reason for 
such unity w ithin a congregation: that 
the gospel can be both preached and 
shown. How can we preach unity and 
practice division? I am not drawing as 
many lines as I use to. Why? First, be
cause I see that judgmental matters are 
not that important, and second, because 
I have seen the results of disun ity among 
us in the world and especially in a com
mun i ty. 

Do not be li ke the church that john 
wrote to, (3rd john) who had three 
prominent brethren who cou ld not work 
together for the good of the Lord. Gaius 
and Demetrius seem like good Christian 
gentlemen but the fly in the oin tment 
was Diotrephes. Diotrephes could not 
work with the other two "in the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace." He 
seemed against the others and never 
gave in to thei r judgments. His prob
lem was his love for power, " love to 
have the preeminence among them." 
He used that power to fight the other 
two and as a result about every good 
work the Lord expects a congregation 
to do was stifled and ki lled. Let us prac
tice what we preach and let us begin 
among ou rselves! 

"BE OF THE SAME MIND" 
Unity in Attitude 

I do not know of a better passage 
of scripture that directly deals w ith unity 
and attitude than Ephesians 4:2-3: 

"With all lowlin ess and gent leness, 
w ith longsuffering, bearing w ith one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Sp irit in the bond 
of peace." 
Here is the attitude that must come 

before we can w ri te upon the seven 
one's that are in verses four th rough 
six: I owl iness, gentleness, longsuffering, 
bearing w ith one another, and endeav
oring to un ite. Not many of us are born 
w ith thi s attitude, most have to develop 
it in their lives. The frui t of the Spirit 
(Ga l. 5 : 22-23) runs parallel w ith these 
princip les. 

Read aga in the short letter to Phile-

mon and see the lesson Paul gave him 
that broke down the wall of slavery prac
ticed in the fellowship. How can you 
love a fe llow human being, call him a 
brother, and then claim to own him 
body and soul? When we learn to love 
one another and treat one another as a 
brother in Christ, then we will have the 
atti tude to keep the uni ty of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. 

" BE OF THE SAME JUDGMENT" 
Unity of Opinion 

It seems that many of the fi rst cen
tury congregations were having trouble 
in the area of trying to practice unity. 
Paul w ri tes to two churches giving a 
great deal of time to this matter. (Rom. 
14-15; I Cor. 8). Basically he says in 
these passages that the stronger and 
more knowledgeable must practice re
straint and understanding. 

Some negative advice: 
(1) Do not· destroy with your food 

one who Christ died for. 
(2) Do not do good or use it in such 

a manner that i t will be spoken of as 
evil. 

(3) Do not destroy the work of God 
for the sake of food. 

(4) Do not eat or drink anything that 
wi ll cause your brother to stumble. 

(5) Do not do anything that w ill vio
late you r faith. 

(6) Do not use your knowledge to 
destroy a weaker brother, whom Christ 
died for. 

The positive things in these passages 
are: love, righ teousness, peace, joy in 
the Holy Spirit, pursuit of things that 
make for peace and edification; if you 
have knowledge be sure you do not 
override your conscience. Use your lib
erty in Christ wisely, especially in rela
tionships. 

If we took these passages of scripture 
seriously, we would not be divided as 
much as we are. I know some call opin
ion areas doctrina l areas, but if this 
spiri t had been there, we would have 
worked our way th rough most of th is. 

We need to stop reading the scrip
tures just to prove a brother wrong, be
cause when we are looking through 
colored glasses, we are li kely to see that 
passage in a different light than it was 
written. We chide others for having a 
closed mind, and allow ourselves the 
very privilege we do not allow others. 
We get to looking downright silly in 
the eyes of the community. They won't 
even take us seriously when we try to 
teach them. No wonder the Lord 
prayed: 

" I do not pray for these (apostles) 
alone, but also for those who wi ll be
li eve in Me through their word; that 
th ey all may be one, as You, Father, 
are in Me, and I in You; that they also 
may be one in Us, THAT THE WORLD 
MAY BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE SENT 
ME." (John 17:20-21). 

Here you have the bottom line for 
unity of believers in one body: To illus
tra te to the world the true identity of 
Christ. 
Box 573, Levelland, Tx. 79336 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

-PERSON-TO-PERSON-

What About Second Place?. 
CLIFTON ROGY.RS 

We in America have a conflicting philosophy-we back the 
winner and we pull for the underdog! But perhaps that isn't 
such a strange philosophy anyhow. As Christians we learn to 
appreciate excellence, even as we learn to "condescend to 
things (or 'them') that are lowly" (Rom. 12:16). We no more 
associate "godliness with contentment" with being Number 
One At the Top than we associate it with immense wealth 
("supposing that godliness is a way of gain," (1 Tim. 6:5). 
There are many, many second place people in the world
and each one of us plays that role in various areas. Second 
place? How about fifth place? or last place? 

My first question should be, "How do I r_eact to playing 
second fiddle? How willingly and cheerfully do I serve in that 
place? What about joy or resentment, satisfaction or com
plaint, gratitude or envy?" My second question should be, 
"What is my attitude toward the also-ran, the loser? Am I 
not only condescending but also considerate and helpful; not 
only tolerant but also friendly?" 

I'm Often In Second Place 
Differing Gifts. People are not alike. Their personalities are 

different, as are their interests and capabilities. We have 
learned this from direct statement in the Bible (note Rom. 
12:6) and we have observed this in our lives and in the lives 
of others. This may not always be simply a difference in ca
pacity. Opportunity, circumstances, training, experience, etc., 
all have a part in determining what one is 11at this point in 
time." But the fact remains that one may be equipped to do 
some things very well, and may be poorly equipped to do 
one given thing very well. Recognition of this fact is not an 
excuse for doing nothing, nor should it dampen one's ambi
tion to grow through dedicated effort. You are in competition 
with yourself, before God, and not in competition with 
others. You may have the opportunity to have a prominent 
role. Give yourself to the responsibilities of that service (Rom. 
12:7). You may have the opportunity to serve in a 11 lesser" 
role. Give yourself to the responsibilities of that service. 

Look at Romans 12:7, 8. How should Christians feel who 
give themselves to ministry but are not able to give large 
contributions? How satisfying is the showing of mercy when 
there is little talent for teaching? Is the joy of exhorting de
stroyed by the envy of the rulers? Ah, let us apply that well
known theme of brotherly love in these particulars, too: 
"Whether one member suffereth, all the members suffer with 
it; or one member is honored, all the members rejoice with 
it" (1 Cor. 12:26). 

Look at Acts 9:6-42. What Dorcas did as a disciple of Christ 
was rather simple. Many, many Christians could do the same 
thing, but few do. She surely did not serve for recognition
but people recognized her for what she was, a good woman 
who cared for others and who did what she could to help. 
Yet, if no one had taken notice, hers was a life of joyful 
service, important service, satisfying service. It was her ex
perience to come into the spotlight on this one grand oc
casion, but that wasn't the true reward for her years of 
service. 

Look at 1 Corinthians, chapters 12 and 14. What a diversity 
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of spiritual gifts there was in the first century church of Christ. 
How sad that brethren at Corinth had somehow come to 
view these upon a "graded" basis. Speaking in tongues had 
evidently soared to the top on the hit parade! A great im-

. pression was made upon those who saw and heard. And 
those who spoke in these languages they hadn't learned by 
study? Did they feel superior to those who hadn't been so 
blessed? Is it possible that their attitude helped to plant 
seeds of envy and personal dissatisfaction? How desperately 
they needed to learn about "greater gifts" and the "most 
excellent way" (1 Cor. 12:31). 

Look at Acts 13 & 14. See Barnabas and Saul. Later see 
11Paul and his company" (13:13). Barnabas, a good man, had 
a distinct place in the Lord's church as an exhorter-but he 
did not have the same opportunities-to the same degree-
that the apostle Paul had. Yet both had challenging and re
warding responsibilities within the doors of opportunities 
opeAed to them by their Lord. They were co-laborers in the 
kingdom, not competitors. Theirs was no contest for power. 

Diminishing Service. As the point has been made that "we 
are different"-i.e., people are not alike--the hand of em
phasis needs also to point at the fact that each of us "is dif
ferent" as years advance and circumstances change. Pray that 
each of us may grow older gracefully, accepting changing 
roles of service willingly and joyfully. Few people have a 
greater problem with this than evangelists. Knowing that 
their knowledge has continued to increase, and believing that 
they preach more effectively than ever they had over the 
years, they have difficulty in accepting the fact that they 
are not 11called" for service with churches as often as once 
was true. Remembering how they were used when much 
younger, they may attribute that to their outstanding capa
bilities-rather than a. response to their youthful enthusiasm 
and personal appeal. Now is the time for them to remem
ber-objectively-and graciously and happily to serve the 
Lord and his people in those areas (very important areas) 
less glamorous than those they have known in the yester
years. The size of the congregation may be smaller or the 
work more general, and it is possible that in the larger church 
he will not be the "pulpit minister"-but, oh, what mean
ingful service he can give during the golden autumn years of 
his life. His is not a service of self-pity, or envy or resent
ment. His is ''doing what he can with what he has where he 
is" to the glory of his Lord. His is the satisfying life of "One 
thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and 
stre~ching forward to the things which are before, I press on 
toward the goal unto the prize of the high (upward) calling 
of God in Christ jesus" (Philippians 3:13, 14). Let that be 
true of every disciple of Christ! 

Others Are Also Second Placers 
We want to be especially considerate of those who seldom 

if ever win the various races of this life. They may be most 
often in the middle of the pack, or tliey may be in fast 
place. How like Jesus we will be when we are thoughtful of 
the disadvantaged and kind to the discouraged. How like him 
we will be when we do not forget the forgotten, when we 
do not ignore the ignored, when we do not bypass the by
passed. Of the expected Messial:t the prophet Isaiah· de
clared, "With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth" (Is. 11 :3). 
Exhorted the apostle Paul, "Don't be proud, but be willing 
to associate with people of low position" (Rom. 12:16, 
N.I.V.). 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Trend Away From Foreign Missions 
HOWARD BYBEE 

After the church was established in New Testament times, 
it was initially confined to the city of Jerusalem, Then per~ 
secution came and the disciples were scattered abroad. The 
scattering resulted in the growth of the church because they 
went everywhere preaching the word. Of course, the secret 
was in the scattering. 

During the first third of this century, the church grew and 
prospered but it likewise remained basically confined to 
America, in fact, to the southern part of America. Then came 
another scattering. World War II took many Christian men 
to the far corners of this world. Many of them went, likewise, 
preaching the word but above all seeing the need for the 
gospel in so many parts of the world. Many of them resolved 
to return and take others with them with the gospel to those 
countries. 

The first twenty years after World War II saw the greatest 
growth in foreign mission work in the church in modern 
times. Most of that mission work was by trial and error be~ 
cause we had little experience in missions and virtually no 
training. Because of this and just because we are human, 
many mistakes were made. The missionary dropout problem 
was great, too great. That is, many who went stayed only 
for a brief period of time, not long enough really to learn the 
language and accomplish a great deal of good. One reason for 
this was the fact that many decisions were made too hastily. 
They got caught up in the enthusiasm of the moment, raised 
their support and went to the field not really realizing what 
they were getting into. They were really not prepared to 
adjust to a foreign country, to foreign language and to for~ 
eign ways. Culture shock cut a great swath through our mis~ 
sionary force. Other mistakes were made as well. National 
Christians who were babes in Christ were sent away for 
training and put on the American payroll far too hastily. We 
sent our men out alone for tasks that were far too great for 
one person. Churches were established. In many cases, how~ 
ever, because of the missionary's haste or need to return 
home, small churches were left prematurely. They had not 
developed their own leadership to the point that they could 
carry on and grow. Consequently, we have many small strug~ 
gling groups scattered around the world with little strength. 

As a result of these things, another trend has developed in 
the church-the trend away from foreign missions and to~ 
ward stateside missions. Besides the problems that were 
encountered in our foreign mission work, I believe there is 
another important r~ason for this trend. That is the isola~ 
tionist trend that has settled over most of America since the 
experience of Viet Nam. Americans have begun saying, "let's 

WHAT ABOUT SECOND PLACB 
(Continued from page 4) 

Perhaps you and I can be God's helpers in his opening the 
doors of opportunity to those who have not known the joys 
of service we have during the years. Surely each of us has 
seen some person-young or older-being nurtured and en~ 
couraged to full bloom, and then to fruitbearing. Our friend
ship, our encouragement and appreciation, our confidence 
may make the difference. It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. We know that from experience. let's help others 
to know it. 

forget about other countries and foreign aid and concen
trate on our own problems." Since Christians in America are 
Americans, they are naturally influenced by this attitude. 

Brethren, there is grave danger here. The Lord's church is 
far too great and important to be governed by national trends. 
Our commission is from the lord. That commission is to take 
the gospel to the world and that is not just if the political cli
mate is right and if there are no problems. We must guard 
against being influenced even subconsciously by our national 
heritage. We must not allow the problems encountered in 
our foreign mission work to cause us to retreat but rather we 
PlUSt tackle and solve those problems and carry on. Our 
efforts toward stateside missions are good only if they do not 
detract from our sense of obligation to the rest of the world. 

I believe, however, that often the reasons given for making 
this change are really only excuses. The most common reason 
given by an eldership for opting for a stateside mission is, 
" ... so we can oversee the work better and visit it more 
often." Good supervision is important but it really doesn't 
depend on the proximity of the mission point to the sup
porting church. If that were the case, the lord would have 
seen to it that all mission points would have been just next 
door. When we look at it practically, we will recognize that 
the difference in travel time between a point in the northeast 
or northwest of the United States and that of a foreign coun
try is just a matter of a few hours and if we are honest, I think 
we will admit that it is not just those few hours difference 
that would cause an eldership to visit one point and not the 
other. 

There are huge metropolitan areas in Europe where no 
radio program or television program or printed gospel litera
ture ever reaches. A searcher in these areas would be hard 
pressed to find the light. You might say that it is the lord 
who promised that he who seeks will find. let us not forget, 
however, that the· lord has placed his gospel in vessels of 
clay, in human beings and that means you and me. 

In regard to the number of unevangelized people, there 
are places in the world where the population density is al
most unbelievable in comparison to this country. For exam
ple, in northern Europe there are 960 persons living in every 
square mile as compared to an average of 52 in the United 
States. If we are to take the gospel to every creature, we need 
to go where the people are. 

Once the mission field has been chosen, let us make our 
plans with great wisdom for our mission assault. let mission 
committees and elderships choose those men that are truly 
qualified for the task, men who know the word, have ade
quate academic preparation and who have received or are 
willing to receive missionary preparation training .. 1 would 
strongly recommend that elderships plan to get behind a 
team effort, not just a group of warm bodies but dedicated 
missionaries who are committed to the team method of mis
sion work and who are willing to study, to plan, and to 
train for successful team work. Brethren, let us be careful 
about falling victim to trends, whether it be family life cen~ 
ters, multi-staffed ministries, or selecting a mission field. let 
us do everything possible to make sure that each church's 
decisions are based on its own study, research and prayer. 

Box 935, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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The Eternal Purpose 
HUGO McCORD 

Angels were present when God created the heavens and 
the earth. "The morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:7). But before the world was 
made the One whose understanding and love are infinite 
had alreadY. purposed through Christ's blood to build an 
ekklesia (Psalm 147:5; I John 4:8; I Peter 1 :20; Ephesians 
3:11). In that ekklesia before the admiring eyes of myriads of 
angels the manifold wisdom of God was to be displayed. 
Long before jesus came to the earth and built his ekklesia 
the angels knew that something marvelous wa~ in the offing, 
into which they intently looked (I Peter 1 :12). 

But neither to angels nor to men had the divine purpose 
been fully revealed. It was even styled a mystery (Ephesians 
3:3-4). No eye had seen, no ear had heard, and no heart had 
imagined the good things to be realized in the ekklesia 
(Isaiah 64:4; I Corinthians 2:9-10). Concerning the meaning 
of some things that they themselves had written, the prophets 
sought and searched diligently (Matthew 13:17; I Peter 2:10). 
But in the fulness of time, according to the divine computer 
that sets the year, the month, the day, and the hour, finally 
was made known to the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places through the ekklesia the much varied wisdom of God! 
(Revelation 9:15; Ephesians 3:10-11). 

The Ekklesia 

What is the significance of the Spirit-selected word 
ekklesial Simply, it refers to a called-out group. A group 
called out to discuss public business of the city of Ephesus 
was called an ekklesia (Acts 19:39). A shouting, unruly mob 
called out to vent their hate against Paul was called an 
ekklesia (Acts 19:32, 41). God's calli.ng the Israelites out of 
Egypt on their way to the land of promise was an ekklesia 
(Acts 7:38). In like manner, all people who respond to jesus' 
call through the gospel to come out of sin and to live in a 
holy calling are the New Testament ekklesia (Matthew 11 :28; 
16:18; II Thessalonians 2:14; II Timothy 1 :9). They have been 
made partakers of the heavenly calling (Hebrews 3:1). Sin-

. ners, formerly drunkards and streetwalkers, now washed in 
the fountain of redeeming blood, are living exhibits of the 
eternal purpose of a loving deity. Heavenly beings gaze down 
in happy amazement as they see the many stranded wisdom 
of God preparing sinners to go to heaven. Thanks be to him 
for caring enough to plan and to perfect the ekklesia. 

Though the word ekklesia is not properly translated 
"church," the word "church" is often used to refer to the 
Lord's ekklesia. In Greek the word "church" would be kuria
kon doma, meaning the "Lord's house." Literally it is not a 
biblical word. The Bible speaks of "The Lord's Supper'' (I 
Cornithians 11 ~20) and of "the Lord's day" (Revelation 1: 
10), but not of "the Lord's house." William Tyndale knew this 
fact, and in his English translation of the New Testament in 
1525 (the first ever from the Greek) he excluded the word 
"church" in favor of "congregation." King James I, being the 
head of the Church of England, did not want a translation 
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that omitted the word "church." So he ordered his 54 transla
tors for the 1611 version to retain "the old ecclesiastical 
words," specifying that "the word church" was "not to be 
translated congregation."* As a result, most English Bibles 
today have 112 instances of ekklesia as "church." 

However, though the word "church" is unscriptural, it is 
not antiscriptural, unless it leads people to think of a physical 
house. But if one thinks of God's people, it is right to think 
of them as the Lord's house or household or family. 

The Sunagoge 

The New Testament ekklesia (sinners called out of sin to 
be saints) are at times a group "come together in the ek
klesia" (now meaning "assembly," I Corinthians 11 :18). The 
Holy Spirit also uses another word to describe the assembly: 
the sunagoge, meaning "synagogue," "a leading together," 
"a congregation," "an assembly" (James 2:2). From the suna
goge those who love the Lord do not willingly stay away 
(Hebrews 1 0:25). They are led together for the communion, 
for praise, for prayers, for giving, for edification, and for fel
lowship (I Corinthians 11 :20; 16:2; Ephesians 5:19; I Thes
salonians 5:11; Acts 2:42). 

·The Paneguris 

The many splendored strands of heavenly wisdom saw fit 
to use the words ekklesia and sunagoge to set forth the two 
things needed for man's salvation, a calling out of sin and a 
coming together for edification. The climax or end-objective 
of the eternal purpose is to bring together in a general assem
bly, a festal gathering, the spirits of just men made perfect, 
an innumerable company of angels, Jesus' ekklesia, and God 
himself in a universal convocation, a paneguris (Hebrews 
12:23). The word breaks down into two parts: pan, all, and 
aguris, assembly. Thus the paneguris is a meeting in which 
all concerned are assembled. 

The Greek Old Testament calls such a feast a paneguris 
(Hosea 2:11; 9:5; Ezekiel 46:11). Among the Greeks a pane
guns was a celebration at the Olympic games. Among Chris
tians the paneguris of all time is an unending celebration in 
eternal happiness in company with all the redeemed of all 
the ages, the whole family of God in heaven and on earth, 
human and angelic! (Cf. Ephesians 3:15.) 

In some sense (since the writer of Hebrews uses the past 
tense, 12:22), Christians are already experiencing the pane
guris, the general assembly. Though spatially separated, 
Christians are even now in spiritual company with God and 
with all those on God's side, living or dead. But in the fullest 
sense, until Christians sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the eternal kingdom, until they see the face of God 
and the great white throne, the paneguris is yet future. 

3400 Pleasant Dr., Midwest City, OK 73110 

*Quoted in The Christian Baptist, II, 4, November 1, 1824. 
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Empty Cathedrals (2) 
The tabernacle of ancient Israel was 

a dwelling place for God's name. It was 
an elaborate, expensive. and unusual 
structure designed by the Lord of the 
Universe. It was not a church building. 
The Firm Foundation April 8, 1980 sug
gested editorially that 11The attitude 
Christians have toward the church build
ing keeps cropping up." Recent research 
seems to indicate that Christians believe 
the church facility is God's dwelling 
place today, and as a result no amount 
of expenditure to erect a church plant 
has to be justified. Waste is legitimate 
and pleasing to God if the structure is 
dedicated to him. The synagogue on the 
other hand was a multi-purpose build
ing of the Jews after they returned from 
captivity-a 11COmmunity house for wor
ship, education, politics, law and other 
things" according to the Firm Founda
tion editorial. 

Public and religious press have docu
mented in recent years the multi-million 
dollar church plants being built by 
churches of Christ located on extensive 
plots of real estate apparently in order 
to be able to provide ample parking for 
every member at the same time for an 
hour or two Sunday morning. This is the 
case for denominational groups as well. 
These multi-million dollar plants are 
often not multi-purpose-the audito
rium is built so that it can function only 
as a place of worship-seating is fixed 
permanently in place, and the deeds 
may often specify who can use it and 
for what purpose it may be used. For 
all practical purposes it is destined to 
be an "Empty Cathedral" for ninety
eight per cent of the time. Congrega
tions are often very selective as to what 
the auditorium or classrooms may be 
used for. 

After having observed congregations 
over a period of years build various 
types of facilities, a research project was 
initiated in 1974 to determine just what 
use is being made of the existing con
gregational facilities over a large geo
graphical area. A questionnaire was pre
pared and circulated among a group of 
twenty-four congregations located in an 
area from Houston, Texas to Nashville, 
Tennessee. The questionnaire sought 
statistical data on average attendance 
per week for worship services in the 
auditorium, size of the congregation and 
the seating capacity of the auditorium. 
The same type data was sought for the 
Bible study classes and the classrooms 
housing the study. Congregations re- , 
spending showed membership which 
varied from 350 to 3,000. Ten congrega
tions responded, and five were inter
viewed by telephone in Wichita Falls 
and Amarillo, Texas. The data then came 
from fifteen congregations. When the 
data was tabulated and analyzed it re
vealed congregations in the study were 
using their facilities Jess than two per 
cent of the time based on a ten hour 
day. This percentage held true for both 
auditorium and classroom facilities. 

RALPH ARCENEAUX 

These percentages were a result of three 
services usually-two on Sunday and 
one on Wednesday evening. 

Statistics may be used to do a Jot of 
things, and the data are subject to in
accuracies. All this is granted, but the 
data must not be too far from the facts 
unless congregations responding sub
mitted questionable material. From per
sonal observation done by the re
searcher in the case of many of these 
congregations the data appear to be very 
accurate. The time the building is avail
able per day is a judgment decision on 
the part of the researcher, but shorten
ing the time per week the building is 
available does not affect the utilization 
enough to find any comfort. A forty hour 
week results in only a three point three 
per cent rate. To be realistic the fact 
must be faced the building is in place 
twenty-four hours a day. 

There are several alternatives avail
able to congregations to avoid these 
incriminating results, but it requires long 
term planning. 

First. The Southside Christian School 
in Fort Worth, Texas operates from class
rooms of the Southside church of Christ. 
This school includes two, three and four 
year olds, five year old kindergarten and 
the elementary grades. This makes pos
sible utilization of the educational wing 
of the church building. It is about the 
only way it can be used to any extent. 
The kindergarten hours are nine to 
twelve; the elementary grades operate 
nine to three; the day care center hours 
are six, a.m. to six p.m. If a congrega
tion is not prepared to do something 
on this order it has no business owning 
an educational building. 

Second. If congregations cannot make 
use of their educational buildings ex
cept on Sundays for an hour or so and 
Wednesday evening for an hour, it very 
well might sell its plant and lease space 
only when needed. As a starting point 
congregations should consider school 
buildings which are not in use usually 
when congregations need space, and 
schools almost always need funds. A 
long term lease by the schools would 
have an impact on taxes. Almost no one 
is opposed to reducing taxes. 

Third. Still another very strong possi
bility is to negotiate a lease of another 
church body's facilities at times when 
it is not in use by the other group. 

Fourth. Another possibility (and if it 
saves a congregation a million dollars it 
should be explored to the minutest de
tails) is to build the facilities the con
gregation needs, but keep the title apart 
from a religious organization or affilia
tion. The space then could be leased at 
times when it was not required by the 
congregation. Title would be held by a 
non-profit group of Chirstians on a tax 
exempt basis. It could then be leased 
to other religious groups and to any 

other groups who had a need. It would 
then really be a service facility. This 
would take the church out of the real 
estate business, and there is very little 
if any basis for the church to own any 
real estate in view of the use made of 
facilities usually based on the data de
veloped in this initial study. 

The statistical data developed in 
11Empty Cathedrals" seems to demand 
conclusions which follow: 

1. It appears church leaders must not 
consider utilization important, or little 
thinking has been done in this area. 

2. Church leaders may have theologi
cal convictions that justify anything built. 

3. There may be an "urge to build" 
operating as a primary moving force. 

4. There is .certainly pressure to com
pete with other religious groups. 

5. There has been at work in many 
cases the 11 imagined need" to build. 

6. It appears that space not used is 
waste. 

7. The data and analysis seems to 
demand a bold, new approach to utiliza
tion of facilities through rearrangement 
of services and classes and to consider 
all other alternatives. 

This study raised the question, ''How 
do the denominational churches utilize 
their facilities?" In order to answer this 
question a second research project was 
initiated in 1975 to provide the data 
required. All of the churches in a city of 
Texas of 100,000 population were in
volved. The combined asset value of the 
one hundred churches in the city rep
resented a $35,000,000 investment 
which compares very favorably with 
some of the major industrial plants in 
the city. The Pittsburg Plate Glass Cor
poration's contract for the world's larg
est float glass plant was $50,000,000. It 
would be sheer folly to expect the cor
poration to operate that facility one day 
a week and only an hour or two of that 
day. In the course of this research the 
researcher visited twenty-five or thirty 
of the major congregations. All of them 
were basically idle or empty on week 
days, and the parking lots were evi
dence of this fact. The sanctuaries are 
not considered "community rooms," but 
were reserved for worship as a general 
rule. The educational facilities of the 
city's largest congregation was locked 
securely during the week. These facts 
doom utilization. 

The title of the 1975 research "Idola
trous Temples" appears to be justified, 
and the data developed seems to corro
borate the findings in the 1974 original 
research. After these two studies were 
completed an explanation seemed to be 
called for from the researchers point of 
view. Why would so called Christian 
people of all religious groups be guilty 
of such practices, and above all why 
would members of the churches of 
Christ, citizens of God's kingdom, fol
low the same pattern? 
5110 Catskills Dr., Wichita Falls, TX 
76310 
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The Religion of Naturalism 
DAN R. OWEN 

Naturalism, the philosophy based on the scientific method, 
is as much a faith walk as Christianity. It is time we stopped 
allowing ~he humanists to lay sole claim to objectivity, while 
they scoff at the believer for his "leap of faith." In fact, the 
naturalist must take a much longer leap of faith than we who 
believe that jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Word of God. 

Naturalism is a philosophy which adopts the scientific 
method as the only way in which man can know anything to 
be true. The scientific method is, in truth, the philosophy of 
the Frenchman Rene Descartes, who said that all truth begins 
with doubt; and that nothing is·to be believed which cannot 
be proven to human satisfaction. There are some glaring 
weaknesses in this philosphy which makes men into judges 
of what is and is not real. 

First, the philosophy of naturalism gives far too much 
credit to man. If man is the one who decides what is true by 
means of his five senses, it follows that all truth must be with
in reach of his senses. In reality, the vastness and intricacy 
of this universe makes it utterly impossible for finite man 
to grasp all truth in his tiny hands. Man would have to be 
God to observe all things, experiment with all things and 
confirm all the facts. God is exactly what the naturalist un
wittingly sets himself up to be. 

Second, naturalism requires much more faith than super
naturalism or creationism. Naturalism assumes, but certainly 
has not proven, that there is no supernatural Creator and 
Sustainer. The obvious design in the universe is explained by 
the naturalist naturally. Ultimately we are asked to "believe" 
that our fascinating universe is the product of chance, mind
less matter, and mindless energy. Man is said to be the 
product of biological evolution or "natural selection." Man's 
capacity to love, to reason, and to distinguish between good 
and evil is explained as the result of generations of trial and 
error, social evolution. The fact that men and women con
tinue to be cruel, fight wars, hate one another, and serve 
themselves is not explained. 

Hegel's philosophy of history and its Darwinistic applica
tion to biology posits that there is a natural process going 
on in the universe and that this natural process is constantly 
making progress. In history, this ideology says that man 
emerged from crude and primitive beginnings and is ever 
making positive advances as a social animal. Though man may 
have indeed progressed in technology, this is certainly not 
true of society. When we listen to the news or read the news
paper we can readily see the selfishness and cruelty that per
sists in human kind. In biology, we are told that homosapians 
evolved from simple organisms and that this process of evolu
tion from the simple to the complex is continuing. We are 
encouraged by science to look forward to new and higher 
beings further up the evolutionary ladder. The naturalist 
seems to ignore the fact that mutation in. nature is regularly 
negative and inferior, not better. In fact, it is a growth of 
man's useable information that has taken place across the 
centuries and not a change in man himself. For all of this 
the devotee of science clings to certain facts, ignores others, 
and sustains himself by "faith" in the missing links. 

We believe that Jesus is Lord because the evidence drives 
us to that faith. The church exists. The scriptures and their 
testimony have been gloriously and faithfully preserved. The 
biblical ethic works. It produces lives that are rich and full 
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of families that are happy and well adjusted. Christ supplies 
purpose and meaning for an otherwise meaningless existence. 
All these are the factors which cause us to choose faith in 
Jesus. 

Let the naturalists and the humanists admit that they live 
by faith as well as we. Theirs is not a passionless objectivity, 
but a religion in which man is God. Let Christians never be 
intimidated by godless snobbery. Our faith is as solid as 
The Rock. 

Bear Valley School of Biblical Studies, 2707 So. Lamar, Den
ver, Colorado 80227 

Over-the-Hill Preachers JAMES E. HOWARD 

In the February 3 and February 10, 1980 editions of the 
Firm Foundation were published by Batsell Barrett Baxter 
the results of the first comprehensive survey among preachers 
ever undertaken among churches of Christ. The survey was 
based on a detailed questionnaire completed by 892 preach
ers (of an estimated seven or eight thousand) attending 
Christian College lectureships during the early months of 
1980. Those filling out the questionnaire came from all fifty 
states, the District of Columbia and several foreign countries 
and ranged in age from 21 to 76. It dealt with such areas as 
the preacher's lifestyle, education, tenure of service, giving 
habits, salary, fringe benefits, housing arrangements and was 
even so specific as to ask what make and model of auto
mobile the preacher drives. 

Although this fascinating survey contained some ·positive 
and encouraging information. I would like to react to one 
statistic I see as very negative for the future of the church. 
The study indicated that 85% of the preachers surveyed were 
55 years of age or younger. Granted that this statistic may 
not be representative of the total number of seven or eight 
thousand preachers (assuming that older preachers might be 
less likely to make the drive to the college lectureships). 
Granted also that the painful awareness of my own approach
ing proximity to that age bracket may have caused me to 
over-react. Still the statistic seems to point up the church's 
proclivity for younger preachers. It's not at all unusual to read 
brotherhood preacher want-ads seeking a man 35-50 or 
40-55. 

Why this age discrimination? The principal reason is prob
ably the youth-oriented culture in which we live. The worship 
of youth yia hair care products to cover up the gray, health 
spas, designer jeans for the middle-aged and a myriad of 
products and practices has become an idolatry by which one 
postpones the ultimate realization of man's finitude. To the 
extent that the church has allowed itself to be influenced by 
this thinking the cause of Christ has been deprived of the 
invaluable resource of years of life, experience, wisdom and 
service of men who have not seen preaching as just another 
job but rather as a life calling to which they have given them
selves unselfishly and sacrificially. That kind of resource can't 
be developed in a couple of years of preacher school or four 
years of college. What can adequately be substituted for 
many years of close personal walk with the Lord? In Biblical 
days age was an appreciated asset, not a dreaded liability. 
As the wise man said, "A hoary head is a crown of glory; it 
is gained in a righteous life". Before the preacher is put out 
to pasture maybe the cost of his early retirement should be 
more carefully weighed. 
11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 
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One divine purpose for ~arriage ~nd 
the home is to provide love, protectl<?n, 
and training for children. Every child . 
deserves a Christian mother and father 
who love each other and the family, and 
who will give directions through teach
ing and example. We ~ear about the 
wayward children with all the excesses 
and abuses of our day. These are real 
problems which must be faced. Society 
school, and community may bear some 
responsibility in it, since we are a part 
of what touches our lives. But the great
est responsibility rests with the parents. 
Some problems in the lives of some 
children may stem from the fact that 
parents have failed their children. They 
abandoned their responsibility to lead; 
and when this occurs there will be neg
lect in the lives of the children as to 
their relation to God. 

jewish parents were told to do cer
tain things themselves and then teach 
them to their children. "And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and wi!h all 
thy might. And these words, wh1ch I 
command thee this day shall be in thine 
heart," Dt. 6:5-6. He continues, "And 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sitest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. Thou shalt bind them for a 
sign upon thine hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between thine eyes. And 
thou shalt write them upon the posts of 
thy house, and on thy gates." Dt. 6:7-9. 

Moses did not believe in the philos
ophy of "do as I say and not as. I do:" 
He told parents to put these thmgs m 
their hearts first, then, they were to 
teach them to their children. All of us 
have had teachers who try to instruct 
us but we knew they did not practice it 
themselves. The least effective teaching 
is done by those who do not practice 
what they preach. Paul asked_ questions 
about this very point in Romans 2:21. 
"Thou therefore which teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself? thou that 
preachest a man should not steal, dost 
thou steal?" The Jews were boasting in 
the Jaw but they were breaking that law 
and were therefore dishonoring God. 

Parents should not expect their chil
dren to Jive right unless they set the 
example of right living before them. 
Once the parents have the word in their 
hearts and Jives, notice the strength of 
teaching they are to do to their children. 
He says "talk with them in the house, 
or whe~ you are walking with them, or 
when you go to bed, and when you get 
up from your beds." 

just how many parents are doing that 
now? Some people think that is just 
"too much church" and therefore neg
lect parental responsibility. Some. par
ents would be willing to talk of spmtual 
matters but the TV has ruled that out. 
The continual feeding of the ~ind on 
low immoral and false matenal, has 
cau~ed parents and children to have 
their senses dulled for spiritual m~tt~rs. 

Psa. 78:6-8 gives a good descnpt1on 
of the responsibility one generation has 

Parental 
Responsibility 

ALBERT GARDNER 

to another and how parents must teach 
their children. "That the generation to 
come might know them, even the chil
dren which should be born; who should 
arise and declare them to their children: 
that they might set their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, .but 
keep his commandments: And m1ght 
not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation;. a generation that 
set not their heart aright, and whose 
spirit was not steadfast with God." 

If we fail to teach our children the 
great works of God of the past and help 
them to have a deep faith in God, so 
they may set their hope in God, we do 
them a great disservice. Though the 
school or community may share in form
ing character, the greatest force for 
good in their lives will be their parents. 
It may almost be too late for some. For 
everyone I strongly advise that you have 
family Bible reading and prayer every 
day. The Bible has great power to 
change lives and to form character. 

In God's arrangement, he places the 
father at the head of the house. As the 
head, the father must take the lead in 
the training of his children. "And ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord" Eph. 6:4. 
Did you notice he says "bring them 
up" and not "send them up"? Some
times fathers want to leave the spiritual 
training to the mothers, and surely this 
is a shared duty, but God told fathers 
totaketheleadin it. 

There is a parallel verse in Col. 3:21 
which says: "Fathers, provoke not yo.ur 
your children to anger, Jest they be dis
couraged." He does not mean that fa
thers cannot cross their children when 
they need to be crossed. He does not 
mean children should not be corrected 
for fear they might become angry, even 
when they really need to be corrected. 
He means fathers should not treat them 
so harshly with pers!stence so the ~~il
dren will have contmual anger bollmg 
in them. The result is stated: lest they be 
discouraged. Children can be provoked 
so often, so long, that they just give up. 
They reason that they cannot live up 
to the expectations of their parents, 
nothing they do seems to be nght, try 
as hard as they can-they fa~l to gain 
the slightest approval of the1r parents 
. . . so they become discouraged. 

Fathers need that teaching more than 
mothers. Fathers usually are a little more 
harsh than their wives. Fathers can be 
firm without being harsh and overbear
ing. Their leadership must not. be exer
cised in such a way as to discourage 
and harm the children. . 

An interesting event occured 1n the 
life of jesus when he was twelve years 

old. It is recorded in lk. 2:41. He went 
up to Jerusalem to observe the passover 
with his parents. After the days of the 
passover had been fulfilled, they started 
on their way back home, supposing that 
Jesus was with them. After going a day's 
journey they looked for him among 
their relatives but he was not there, so 
they turned back to jerusalem. "And 
it came to pass, that after three days 
they found him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking questions." When his 
mother asked why he had done that, he 
replied with two questions. "How is -it 
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father's business?" 
Though she did not understand it, she 
kept these sayings in her heart. He went 
with them to Nazareth and was subject 
to them. Luke informs us of the four
fold development of Jesus. "And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with· God and man." lk. 2:52. 
Jesus grew in all the ways children have 
to grow. He grew intellectually (wis
dom), physically (stature), in favor with 
God (spiritually), and man (socially). 
Jesus went through the trying years with 
flying colors. He was a teenager one 
time! That may come as a shock to some 
who think the temptations are too great 
now. He did not yield to temptation and 
will help us so we won't have to yield. 
The pressures of his time did not break 
him. He had the peer pressure too but 
he stood for truth and righteousness in 
spite of it. 

As a parent, what concerns you _most 
about the proper development of your 
children? When they go to school, you 
want them to make good grades, don't 
you? You aid them in any way to help 
them develop intellectually. And you 
are concerned about physical health, 
aren't you? If they do not grow, you 
feed them vitamins like they are going 
out of style. You get the doctors ad
vice and medicine. It is only right and 
normal that you should be so concerned 
if rour child does not have good physi
ca health. But what about social devel
opment? We rightly get alarmed if our 
children can't relate to others. If they 
just can't get along with people, some
thing is wrong and we are wise to treat 
this problem. But jesus also grew in fa
vor with God. Are you concerned about 
the spiritual development of your chil
dren? Which would worry you the most: 
bad grades or unconcern for spiritual 
matters? What would cause you to act: 
poor health of your child or bad attitude 
on spiritual matters? 

Parents have the duty to help their 
children grow in all .f~ur ways: intell~c
tually, physically, spmtually, and social
ly. To neglect the spiritual side will 
render that person lop-sided and not 
well rounded. One reason so many 
young people neglect their spiritual de
velopment is that their parents have 
ignored G~d and his word in their Jives. 

Though you may give yo.ur children 
good training which will g1ve them a 
good place in the business world, ~nd 
make sure they have proper phys1cal 

(Continued on page 11) 

9 [717] 



1983 EUROPEAN lECTURESHIP TO BE 
HELD IN STRASBOURG 

August 3-7, 1983, Ch ristians from Eu
ropean n ations w i l l come together in the 
city of Strasbourg near the German
French border for the 1983 European 
Lectureship. 

The theme will be, " Jesus Christ, th e 
Son of tlie living God." Speakers and 
teachers w ill be Eu ropean members, 
preachers and e lders chosen from 
among the 300 European churches. 

The ma in auditorium of the Stras
bourg congress hall can seat over 2000 
and will be used for the morn ing and 
evening lectures and sing ing. The morn
ing lectures w ill be in Engl ish and simul
taneously translated into six other lan
guages. The four evening lectures w ill 
be in German, Spanish, Ital ian and 

~ .... ----~-...,.........,. .. __ ~_.._, ........ , 
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French with speakers from each one of 
these countries. Evening lectures w ill 
also be translated into English and o th er. 
European languages. 

LIVE IN THE 

For further information write to Don 
Daughtery, C/0 Eg lise du Christ, 59 rue 
du Moulin Vert 75 014, Paris, France.
Yann Opsitch. 

NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-y-ear intensive training program - training men 

from the NortheaSit to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. App?·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- F'Or furtther 
information---eontact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

EARN THE BEST 
OF TWO RATES! 

The 1981 Bond Series will pay interest rates equal to the maximum allowable 
Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan Institutions as of March 1 for 
interest due on April 1 of each year and as of September 1 for interest due on 
October 1 of each year. The minimum interest rate paid for the following described 
bonds shall be: 

Maturity Date 

1983-1984 

Minimum Interest 

12V.% 

1985-1986 12112% 

1988-1990 12:Y·% 
1991-1994 13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in Dallas, Texas, 
Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Village in Fort Worth. Texas. units 
of Christian Care Centers, Inc. (formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight 
of the elders of The Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 
REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement Is neither an oNer to sell nor a solicttation to buy any ol these bonds. 
The oNering is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 
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PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
(Continued from page 9) 

development, and teach them to be 
mannerly and to accept their place in 
society . . . no one can lead properly 
whi le neglecting th e spiritual. The very 
reason Jesus came was . to seek and 
save the lost. He did not preach a social 
gospel. His main concern was for the 
souls of men and women. 

Our purpose for being on this earth 
is to find God and love and serve him. 
If we fai l in this, we fai l in our purpose 
for being here ... and it would have 
been better had we never been born. 
Jesus is clear about salva tion. He gave 
the Great Commission to the apostles. 
He sa id: " Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned." Mk. 16:15-16. He had 
told Nicodemus to be "born of water 
and of the Spirit" in Jn. 3 :5. The only 
thing in the whole Christian system that 
has anything at all to do w ith water
is baptism. It is for this reason, Peter 
said on Pentecost, " Repent, and be bap
tized for the remiss ion of sins." Have 
you been baptized for th e remission of 
sins? 
4700 Little John Drive, Norfolk, VA 
23513 

DALLAS CHURCH BROADENS 
MEXICAN EFFORT 

The main thrust of the church in the 
State of Chiapas in Southern Mexico has 
been effected through the school for 
preachers (La Esculea Bibl ica del Sureste) 
located in picturesque San Cristobal de 
las Casas. 

The schoo l was sta rted 7 years ago 
when the Wh ite Rock Church in Dallas, 
sent Brothers Eloy Guerra and Luis 
Rangel to the area to be missionaries 
and teachers to the students. Both are 
graduates of the Sunset Schoo l of Preach
ing at Lubbock, and have adapted that 
curricu lum to their work in the school 
at San Cristobal. There have been over 
500 baptisms and a dozen congregations 
established. 

The congregation at Ocosingo now 
has 36 members and has built their own 
church building w ith help from other 
congregations in th e region. This con-

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

O ur children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, th rough their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished . 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Beni to, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

gregation will be the center of a new 
emphasis into the Lacandon jungle area 
in Eastern Chiapas. Their current preach
er is Esau Trujillo, a local rancher, who 
graduated from the preacher training 
school in July of th is year. Working w ith 
him are fellow graduates Alberto Lara 
and Manuel Aguilar. A ll three speak the 

Indian Dialect of Tzetal and services are 
regu larly held in this language in the 
vi llages of Sibahki l and Bahtzibiltic 
where there are about 25 Christians. 

If you desire further information about 
this work, contact the White Rock 
Church of Christ, 9220 Ferguson Road, 
Dallas, Texas 75228. 
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WORLD CHRIS!IAN BROADCASTING

A SlATUS REPORT 

In spite of all our efforts to preach 
the gospel, most of our spiritually needy 
world is still beyond our missionary out
reach! Many countries like China and 
the Soviet Union are closed to mission
aries. At l.east 160 languages are spoken 
by one million or more people, not to 
mention the many languages spoken by 
fewer than a million people. 

But with ·the continued blessing of 
God, great progress will begin to be 
made toward world evangelism in July 
1983! At that time, churches of Christ 
will be able to broadcast the gospel 
every day .into an area of the world 
where at least one-third of all people 
live, including China and the Soviet 
Union. Those messages will be broad
cast over an international short wave 
radio station being built by World Chris
tian Broadcasting Corporation, a non
profit tax-exempt <?rganiz~tion wh_ich 
exists to help make 1t poss1ble to brmg 
all the world within broadcast range of 
the gospel. It is located at Anchor Point, 
Alaska on a 71-acre site, some 120 air 
miles southwest of Anchorage on the 
Kenai Peninsula. Station construction 
has begun and is progressing well. A 
100 000-watt transmitter is being built 
for' the station by a leading manu
facturer. 

This unique opportunity is threatened 
by the possible rack of funds to com
plete the task on schedule. Construction 
costs were projected at $1.7 million. But 
preliminary e~ti"!ates, along with infla
tion factors, md1cate our construction 
costs will approach $2 million. We have 
a pressing need for an additional $1 
million in capital funds by the end of 
December in order to stay on schedule 
in time to begin broadcasts next july. 

Programs are being prepared for 
broadcasts in Mandarin Chinese and in 
Russian. · · 

We invite every Christian to pray for 
this effort. Caring Christians are also 
urged to make financial gifts. Church 
leaders are asked to imitate the faith of 
our brethren last year in sending food 
to hungry brethren in Poland. A com
passionate brotherhood sent some $2 
million for that needed food. We chal
lenge all Christians, especially church 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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leaders, to see the spiritually starving 
people among the one-third of all hu
manity which can be within our broad
cast range next July. Invite your mem
bers to participate in a special 
contribution in October or November in 
order that spiritually hungry people may 
begin to receive the Bread of life every 
day, starting in july 1983. Send contri
butions and inquiries to World Christian 

Broadcasting, Box 3857, Abilene, TX 
79604, or telephone (915) 698-0695. 

Bill Flatt, 1 000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, 
TN. 38117: Two hundred eighty-two 
students enrolled this fall at the Harding 
Graduate School of Religion in Mem
phis, Tennessee, a record for fall semes
ter enrollment. Students come from 35 
states and two foreign countries. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INfORMATION CONTACf: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

CHURCIIBS OF CHRIST 
NATIONWIDE and NATIONWIDE 

Cln'istian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!H 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFOR~IA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more ·information call or write: 

Jack B. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-6114 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Single$45.65 Family $118.65 

(Most States) 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Bill Minick, CLU 

P.O. Box8779 Ft. Worth, TX76112 817/535-1803 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, TX 76571 
817/947-5403 

Gene Shoemake 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT: 

2801 E. Memorial Rd., Suite B 
Edmond, OK 73034 

405/478-4127 

Lewis Hale 
740SW39th 

Oklahoma City, OK 73109 
405/632-2450 

Ted Monroe 
1508 Metro Tower 

1220 Broadway 
Lubbock,TX 79401 

806/744-3485 

Bob·Baker 
P.O. Box 1287 

Dickinson, TX 77539 
713/534-6735 
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COLLEGE STUDENTS HELP 
NORTHWEST CHURCHES 

The summer of 1982 marked the 
eighth year in wh ich Campaigns North
west teams worked with congregations 
in the northwestern part of the United 
States in evangelistic mission efforts. Six 
teams of workers from Harding Univer
sity and Freed-Hardeman College spent 
the summer with congregations at Great 
Falls and Glasgow, Montana; Federal 
Way, Washington; and Pendleton,. Hood 
River and Hillsboro, Oregon. Th1s was 
the second of such campaigns at Federal 
Way, Great Falls and Glasgow. 

Each of the six teams spent eleven 
weeks with -the same church, working 
under the direction of the congregation
al leadership in activities which were 
planned by the congregation. 

Campaigns Northwest has been under 
the oversight of the elders of the Down
town church in Searcy, Arkansas since 
its beginning in 1975. Obert Henderson 
serves as coordinator/ director for the 
program. 

More information abou t Campaigns 
Northwest may be obtained by contact
ing either: 

Downtown Church of Christ 
900 N. Main St. 
Searcy, AR 72143 
(501) 268-5383 
Obert Henderson 
1512 Tucker Road 
Hood River, OR 97031 
(501) 386-5033 or 386-2782 

Walter Swain, 833 Begonia Street, 
Escondido, Ca. 92027: I am now work
ing with the Palomar church, meeting in 
the Grange Hall, 634 W. Mission Road, 
San Marcos, California. The congrega-

tion began meeting about a year ago, 
with 44 present the first meeting. We 
are now averaging 70-80 in worship. We 
would appreciate names of members 
or prospects living in this area. 

Carl & Smitty 

Go With BrecheenjFaulkner 

Holy Land, Summer '83 

Couples, families, singles all ages 

Send for Brochure 

Contact: Paul Faulkner or Carl Brecheen, Bible 
Dep't. Box 7518, Abilene Christian University, Abi· 
lone, Texas 79699 

Paul & Gladys 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone: 817·282·3911 

Want to get out of debt? 

14 [722] 

Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a ~arge reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

&hen !Zel UfL6 

CiHe 6fteciali;Je 

Ca.ll Ted Monroe 
(806 ) 744-3485 

Vl166i61 rtfou 
in f1>').eache').6 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 
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c L A s s I F I E D Applications being accepted fo r position as Camp 
Director at Camp lllue Haven. las Veg~s. NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Cxtcr, Box 4S6, O lton, TX 79064. 

Advertising in this J e<lion $1.50 p er line. Design ed esp c<inlly to nccommodnte con grcrations 
PREACHER AVAilABLE: 22 years experience. 9 years 
with present congregation. Arc 63. Would like to 
work as Minister of Persona Evangelism, Associate 
Minis ter or Pulpit Minister . Prefe r to locate ncar a 
military insta llation. Contact ROY I'RUITI, Houston, 
Texas 713/467-5884. 

advertising m eeting p lnces, prcachcra seeking work or congregntiona aecking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matte r. 

BEAR VAL LEY CU URCH OF CUltiST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL ST UDI ES 

Prenching-P crsonal Evnn~clism-l\1 issions 
E xceptiona l Curriculum for W omen 

.. a pproved for Vetern n's training"' 
Leon ard l\f. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr. Denver , Co 80227 
F O R'l' HOOD - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Sout hside Church oC C h ris t 1 50 5 S. Trl m -
mier Hu. Terry H arrison, Minis ter. Phone 
634 -6012. Sun. 9 :3 0 & 10 :30 A .M . & 6 :00 
P."M., W ed. 7 :00 P .M. 
CHATHA~I. N. J .. Fairmo unt n nd Southern 
B lvd., 07928. NORTH E RN N E W JERSliJY, 
NEW YORK CITY AR E A. 20 1-G35-G810 or 
201- 635-268 8. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURC H O F 
CHRIST , 2700 D e Barr Rd. Will conta c t 
re latives or f riends in Alaska. Pnt 1\lcMnhan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 3! 4. A nchor age, Alnslia 99510. 
Phono 272-7584 or 34·1-5719. 

DAY AREA SOIIO OL OF PREACHING 
11300 D u b lin Road 

I'1enannton , C n lUornln 94500 
J nmcs W. F e rg u son , Sr., D irector 

NOW W ORSHIP ON I SLAND dF KAUA I, 
HAWAII. P h . ( 808) 822-1961> o r Cla rence Mny, 
Church oC Christ, 4647 H nu aalii. nil .. Knp nB, HBwnii 
06746. 

C~~~:~LG~~'t~c~A~~~wtll~T 
12th nnd Hoover S t reets 

Sunday wo rship S.S. 10: 00 A .M . IO:GO A .M. & 
G: OO P .M. 

Minis ters: Lewis F r isby , 7 14-622-2586; 
P Bul HBrpcr , 473-8228. 

------;cM;';E"'=·. T="R~O~-':;-DENVER A R EA 
Eng lewood Church of Ch rist. 
4690 S. Lognn 303-789-4749 

1\f:\e Bnr tcc. E vangelist 
BREW ER, MA JNE-241 Center St .. V.F.W. H nll. 
Sunday classes , 10 : 15: W orship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visito'nl Welcom e. Write about 
newcomers tc tho GREATER BAN GOR AREA. 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
I.AKEWOOD CHURCH OF O iffiiST 

45 5 So. You n g ft e ld Ct. 
T e l e.: 988-1024 

Se e Y ello w Pnges F o r Service Times 
Translation for Denf . Ter ry Cnrtwright. m inister 
" EMP LOYMENT: NORTH ERN CALIFORN IA. 
Sierrn Children 's H ome is currently h iri ng chi ld 
cnrc staff. (Ch rislinn coupi('S,) Good pny nne! bene· 
fits . Tr interested . contnct Steve Dergmnn. Execu
t ive Director. nl P .0. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
nr cnll 707144R-3557 ." 
;> TT'N. Jll!Ll T A RY- UPTOWN CH URCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNA RDINO. CA . 3630 N . " E . " 
St . Sundny 9: 30 & 10 :30 nn•l G:OO P.M. W••l. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2550 or W, P . J olly. Min. 795-23 11, 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Ch rist. Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times Jnd place o( services. 
Bristol, Virginia. East Bristol Ch urch of Christ just oH 
1-81 between Exi t 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, MinistN. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with wri tten ma terial 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many sub jects. For 
Free Informat ion write: Sunset Church of Ch rist, 2432 
27th St .. l ubbock, TX 79411 . 
Strugg lin~ New England congrc~ation desperately needs 
full t ime minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide min ister's home including utili ties. Conwcgation 
owns excellent church bu ildinJ:., needs m in iste r to hc lo 
fi ll it. Anyone inte rested shou ld send resume and ref
erences to Church or Ch rist. 409 Up ham Street. Mel
rose, M~ss. 02176. A tape of a lesson would ~lso b e 
desircablc . 

WE llEBIN D CH E RISH ED nJO LES-write for free 
leather snmples a nd prices. Bible Bindery, Dox 248u. 
Abilene. TexM 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship wi th the (n~lish - speaki ng con gregat ion a t 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G . M. KEMPCR) fo r info o r 
transportation. Or 531 -8745 ((d gar Judy). Spanish 
language services a t 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work ou tside the Home. Insurance and 
o ther benefi ts negotiable. Call (61 5) 526-2052 or write, 
l arry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38S01. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITY! Want to stay in a Christian 
Home! Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
863, F.D.R. Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 
212 249-5619. 

The Ideal Retirement location-Estes Park, Colorado. 
Are \'OU looking to rel ire from secular work but not 
from serving our l ord. Come join us at the Estes Park 
Church of Christ. Make your re tirement years mean
lllgful and productive in serving Christ. located in a 
beautHul cl imate and environment surrounded by snow
capped mountains, at the gateway to Rock Mounlain 
Nalional Park, the Church at Estes Park needs your 
help to reach the lost. For further information contact: 
Church of Christ, 1'.0. Box 738, Es tes Park, CO 60S17 
or phone (303) S86-4557. 
EVANSVILLE , I ND., Z205 E. lllorgllD A•e~ 
U. S. 460 E a11 t Oppoalte K-U art. Ottl.,., •'7'7-
~211, D obbr W a de, lllla. 4 '70....CO!ro. 
WHO ARE WEI revival meetings; edifics/motivarcs· no 
charge; illustrated on slides; contact W. F. Parker '302 
Quail Ave., Sebring, Fl 33870. ' 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARO CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664 . 
\-U:li A , ARIZ., OGl W . 28 th St. S unday-

1 0, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p . m. P h. 344 - 3750 
RELIGIOUS BOO KS BOUGHT, especia lly older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74601. 
MATURE EXPERIENCED PREACHER available immedia te
ly. Call or write Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley 
Dr., Richardson , Texas 75080. 214/234-29S2. 
Let us print t he next mem bership di rectory o r lhc 
Lord's Church wh ere you wors hip. Speedy ser vice , 
reasona ble price. Send for information a nd ! reo 
sBmp lc directory. Spangle r Church Directory Print
ing Service. P .O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 o r 
cnll (9 16) 885-677 6. 
\ Vn HhlnJ;"ton , D.C. area.-20 minutes trom 
o ur n n li o n's capital, C hurch ot Chri st. 111 
E asl Brad d o c k Rd., A lexandr ia., V irginia 
22 301, pho n e (703) 836- 3083 or 971 - U47, 
Mnrk N . Hlc k s , E vangelist. 

CIIU llCH OF CHRIST IN H OLLYWOOD 
GOO N . Hossmorc (nt Clin ton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sun dny: Classes l OAM Worship 11 AM 6 Pllf 

Ministers: Robert Blair nnd Dale Linge 
Tel. (2 13) 463-6352 

Bible Call tape playing equipment for sale. 214-
938-4422. P.O. Box 4S4, Marshall , TX 75670. 
PREACHCR WANTED: The congregation of Chippewa 
Falls, \,Visconsin is seeking a mature, evangelistic, 
Gospel o r iented , preacher for full t ime work. Have 
partial support. If interested write- Church of Christ
Wissota 1'.0. Box 336-Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or 
ca ll John, 715-723-5952 o r 71S-832-9630, Tony. 

YOU HAVE 1000'S AVAilABLE 
FOR WO RLD MISSIONS!! 

Congregations that are interested in having more 
money useable fo r missions o r preacher support from 
with in, w ithout h iAh pressure. You have i t now, it only 
need s to be sought. Call 515 672-2222. 

MISS IONARIES & PREACHERS!! 
I have discovered a way to raise the support you 
need c~sily and quickly. Call 515 673-4SS9. 
Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on ~enerator designed to make electrici ty from 
10"F gradient. Generato r designed to operotc between 
- 1o• r and +250°F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a ch ristian partner. who 
owns a mach ine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Cen ter, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681 . 
Full t ime preacher needed. Good buildinR and class· 
rooms, nice 2 bedroom home, pop. 10,000. Salary ne
gotiable. 160 members. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
606, Di nuba, Ca. 93618, Phone (209) 591-0172 o r 
(209) 638-4423. 
Wanted: Blonde church pews, 12' lo ng. Phon e 915/ 
920-5801. 

Windsong, a retoremcnt home project for elderly Chris
tians, is in need of fairly short term funding. We arc 
California State nonprofit registered, located in Sacra
mento County. A piece of very good property has had 
the note renewed and the interest rates have "eaten 
us alive." The last two times were 22% and 20Y•% 
respectively. The property Is now in escrow and we 
need an extension o.f time to complete the sale. Any
one w11h funds available to help please contact im
mediately: 

Thomas L Spencer, President of Ooard 
10341 Walnut Ave. 
Galt, Ca. 95632 
1 -209-745-2004 

SOLID OAK PEWS FOR SALE 
26 heavy, stra•ght pews. Cxccllent condition. 
finish. Seating capacity ar>proximatcly 150. 
pulpit. Southside Church of Christ, 1318 S. 
Austin, Tx. 78704-ph. 512-444-4386. 

light .oak 
Matching 
Congress, 

Want To Buy 3 copies of "Gospel !'reachers Who 
Blazed The Trail," by C. R. Nichol, 1911 or Firm 
Foundation reprint of same. Contact Michael Stirman, 
304 W. Welton, Temple, Tx. 76S01. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Experienced prc~chcr with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desi res to work with a congregation. Call 1 . A. Grice 
(817) 893-5852. 
FOR SALE: Genuine old silver dolla rs, dated 1879, 80, 
81, 62, 63, 64, 87, 69, 90, 91, 97, 99, 1900, 01, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 26-Eithcr $16.00, a ll S265.00. Old 
two cent copper coins, beautiful , 1664, 65, 66, 67, 68, 
69-eithcr $7.00; a ll six $36.50; Slone Mounta in half 
d o llar (1925) $18.00. Each coin In 2x2 holder. Satisfac
tion guaranteed. $20.00 liberty Cold Coin, 1683s, extra 
fi ne condition, 5515.00. Ref.: Church o f Christ, Bank 
of Sharon, R. W. Simmons, Sharon, Tn. 38255 . Ph. 
901-456-2656. 
SMALL CHURCH WANTS TO CROW- LOOKING lo r a 
b us bu t are short on funds. Could you help! Potee t 
f~2~~c.,h82~f Christ, Box 1 84, Poteet, TX 7806S, Ph.: 

INVESTIGATii:l T h e F i rm FoundntloD 
trl e• to ecreen ndTertlllln~. nnct w ill not 
ltnO\ rlng lT tnke q u eatl onnble ndvertJala~. 
B u t It Ia the 1'ender'a reapou a lblllty to lD
v eatlg nte . Like nnT o t h e r pnper, we aome
tlmea unwlttlng l:J' rnn n n n nworth :J' nd. 
A.a the o ld anrlnr; goe 11, before y ou laTeat, 
l n••eatll: ntel 

16TH ANNUAL GOSPEL SING SONG 
The 16th Annual Gospel Sing Song 

w ill be co nducted in the North Davis 
Church of Christ in Arl ington, Texas, 
Friday night, December 3rd. 

The great singing event is expected to 
attract an attendance of some 4,000 
singers from several states. The Lubbock 
Christian College M eistersingers, w ill be 
the special guest singers. Other special 
groups are expected to sing in addition 
to the feature of some 2,000 voices of 
singers assembled. 

An hour of the inspiration singing w ill 
be broadcast by radio to be heard in 
some twenty states. 

The singing begins at 7:00 p.m. and 
cont inues w i thout recess unti l 1:00 
o'clock in the morni ng. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. /. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholars hips Available 

For Informat ion Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Aca demics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 
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l!nto lls 
A Child 
Is Born 

$2.95 
Per Copy 

By the 
Hundreds 

$1.95 Each 

\1nto Us 
A Child 
}Sl\OrD 

Add 15% for Postage and Handling 

Compiled by REX KYKER 

Essays by REUEL LEMMONS, 
JOHN BANNISTER, REX 
KYKER, MELVIN WISE, 

J. W. ROBERTS and others. 

* A PAPERBACK DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE FAITH AND 
TO TEACH THE PLAN OF 
SALVATION. 

* The most economical 
method of evangelizing 
in the world. 

* Buy them by the 
Box. Stack them in 
the foyer. Give 
them away. 

Ortler a hmulretl from: Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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Vol. 99, No. 46 

OHIO VALLEY COLLEGE has just inaugurated its fourth year 
of work in Bible. Ed Myers is Bib le Chairman, and the college 
is deluged with applicatio ns :from prospective students. Pic
tured here are the faculty and the Bible majors registered th is 
year: Pictured left to right are: 1st Row: Roddy Chestnut, Kip 
Adams, Dave Hoffman, Scott Hill, Bob Vince nt, Edward Myers, 
chairman; 2nd Row: Steve Penkal, Paul Hoover, Mark Berard, 
Ron Kummer, Greg lawson, Jeff Bryson, Harry Ogletree, Bob 
Stephens, instructor in Bible; 3rd Row: jeff Pierpont, Doug 
Haught, Roy Clark, Rick Tinche r, Je ff Rich, Jamie Smith, Art 
Cybul, Clifto n Inman, instructor in Bib le; 4th Row: john 
Chowning, Mark jaap, John Dixon, Tom Tucker, Tom Gosse r, 
Rick Riley, Bill Ross, Tim Hadley, instructor in Bib le, Roger 
Coffman, instructor in Bible; 5th Row: Steve Ware, Tim Rine, 
Norman Lindo, Brian Cooper, Barry Bryson, Gordon Ingold, 
Dan Kessinger, Randy Matheny. 

Austin, Texas, November 16, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Galileo Won't Sleep ...... ..... . .. ..... ... .... . ...... 2 
The Beauty of Bible Baptism-Sayers .. . ........... . . . .. . 3 
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lJ:Ioria/ 

Galileo Won't Sleep 

Three hundred and fifty years after the famous trial of 
Galileo for contending that the sun stands still and the 
earth moves around it, and despite his recanting, the 
church that tried him will not let his case rest. This fall 
the Roman Catholic church convened a symposium at 
Catholic University in Washington, D.C., to reopen 
Galileo's case. 

Three scientists of world renown discussed the same 
points at issue in the twentieth century that marked the 
original trial, and it seemed that faith and knowledge 
were still about as far apart now as they were then. 
Owen Gingerich, famed astronomer from Harvard, 
joseph Zycinski, famed Polish scholar and William Wal
lace, Dominican priest of Catholic University disagreed 
among themselves on the same bone of contention that 
marked the original trial-faith versus knowledge. 

In as much as there is considerable discussion among 
us about how much we can know and how much we 
must accept by faith, we feel that some of the points 
raised as the three demythologized the Galileo episode 
are pertinent. It is noteworthy that even the scientists 
disagreed radically among themselves-and that fact is 
proof positive that scientists, in the final analysis, be
lieve instead of know. Only in the realm of fait.h is there 
the possibility of being wrong. In the area of absolute 
knowledge there is no such possibility. 

Gingerich kicked off the controversy .bY saying that 
in science 11there is no belief, as such, only probability." 
He was challenged with 111 cannot believe you would 
say that ... is it possible astronomical science is wrong 
about what stars are and how they move? Do you really 
think it is possible that that's all wrong?" To which 
Gingerich replied, 11yes, that is possible." 

All of which put Gingerich in the realm of faith 
rather than knowledge. And he took all science with 
him. That's where they belong. Scientists cannot for 
the life of them furnish absolute proof that atoms in the 
form we imagine them even exist. They believe they 
do, but they do not know that they do. 

Gingerich went on to point out that absolute reality 
collapsed a half century ago with Albert Einstein. Time 
itself was proven to be elastic-a matter of perception. 
It soon became apparent that any measurement of any 
kind is not absolute. And the theory of the absolute 
reality of space and time had to be abandoned. Then 
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Gingerich pointed out that 11Since that time one cannot 
simply speak of certainties, of what is real and what is 
not." In a simple nutshell they called it Einstein's theory 
of relativity. And it left a know-it-all scientific com
munity dizzy in the discovery that they did not know 
it all. Cock-sure scientists today are behind their times. 

The symposium pointed out that Galileo did recant, 
but not at the pressure of the church. He did so because 
he became convinced that there was no way in which 
he could prove his theory in the light of the then-known 
facts and that he could conscientiously say only that he 
believed the sun to stand still and the world to spin. 

The scholars pointed out that he was never charged 
with, nor convicted of, heresy, and he never uttered 
the defiant words so often attributed to him,-11it still 
moves." The real issue was not then, and is not now, re
ligious ignorance verses scientific truth, for scientific ig
norance was much greater then than now. It was made 
clear that the scientific evidence of Galileo's day was 
simply wrong. He believed right but his proof was in
adequate to produce knowledge. He recanted and said 
he couldn't prove it, and in that he was right. 

A man cannot hold by faith a truth that he holds by 
reason also. When reason fails to show the way, faith 
does. If reason establishes the way man has no need for 
faith. The Holy Spirit r~cognized this unbridgable gap 
between faith and knowledge by saying ••. ''we walk 
by faith and not by sight." 

We fault experiential religion bf7cause it proposes to 
replace faith with· demonstration. If such experiences 
show a man something that faith has failed to show him, 
then he no longer walks by faith; he walks by sight. 

Faith has an advantage over knowlege because. it al
lows possibility to infinity, while knowledge is limited 
to the narrow confines of limited human ability to know 
-and that only in a relative sense. If science limits it
self to knowledge it is a puny thing. 

The Catholic church, in reopening the case has no 
intention· of vindicating Galileo. The real reason, ac
cording to Wallace, was to give the church a chance to 
show that science and religion are really not in conflict. 
And they are not, so long as neither faith nor reason try 
to usurp the prerogative of the other, or try to bind their 
views upon the other. We will probably never let Galileo 
sleep. 
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STANLEY E. SAYERS 

I may be wed to the King James Bible and appear as old as 
the hills, but I still Jove to preach from it and study and 
quote from its pages. This is particularly true with regard to 
passages relating to New Testament baptism. just listen to the 
beauty of Romans chapter six: ''Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized Into jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in new
ness of life. For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection .... " 

Baptized into Jesus Christ 
No creed book in the world can explain this away. It may 

be distorted, even lied about; but cannot be coped with! We 
do not l;»elieve into Christ; do not repent into Christ; do not 
confess into Christ, but are baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27), 
and baptized into his body, the church (1 Cor. 12:13). It was 
the beloved Marshall Keeble who said he could never invite 
anybody to a mourner's bench because there just wasn't 
"enough water there." And indeed he was correct! Baptism 
into Christ is not "water salvation"; it is New Testament sal
vation. And until one is baptized-immersed-"into Christ," 
he is still on the outside of Christ and very much lost in his 
sins. Well and with august meaning did Peter on Pentecost 
proclaim and command, "Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of jesus Christ for the remission .of 
sins .... " (Acts 2:38). The same 5imon Peter commanded the 
household of Cornelius to be baptized (Acts 10:47-48), and 
by the authority of heaven wrote, "The like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God,) by the resurrection of jesus Christ" (1 Peter 
3:21). 

All the praying, all the repenting, all the confessing of 
one's sins, all the remorse over transgressions, will never clear 
the account with glory's portals. Ananias said to Saul, "And 
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the lord" (Acts 22:16). 
Nobody can misunderstand this without help. 

Baptized into His Death 
We were not baptized into the life of Christ nor into the 

suffering of Christ, but into the death of Christ. Beneath the 
water, as in death, our eyes are closed and they do not see; 
as in death our mouth is closed and we do not speak; as in 
death we do not hear; and as in death we do not breathe. 
Yes, we are baptized into his death. The last breath we took 
before we were placed beneath the meandering current was 
taken in the kingdom of the devil, and the first breath taken 
after baptism was in the kingdom of Christ! (Col. 1 :13). In 

baptism one becomes a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 
We rise to walk in newness of life, and our affections are 
placed on things not of this world, but above (Col. 3:1-10; 
Matt. 6:19-20; 1 John 2:15, et al.). We die to the "old man" 
of sin, the old sinful life, and being dead through repentance, 
we bury that old dead man in the grave of baptism. There 
is no greater vivid visual aid. Once. this all is understood, 
how void are pouring and sprinkling! 

Like As Christ Was Raised 
jesus was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. 

He did not bring himself forth from the tomb, but God 
raised him from that solemn, silent, vacuum of death. Such is 
the fulfillment of the Psalms: "Therefore being a prophet, 
(David) and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to 
him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, .he 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this 
before he spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul 
was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses" 
(Acts 2:30-32). 

just as Jesus came forth from the gloom of death in that 
borrowed tomb by the power of God, so are we raised up 
from the waters of immersion by the glory of the Father, to 
walk in newness of life. How can a man who has been sprin
kled be thought to have been initiated to cover his past and 
walk in newness of life? Or of the man who has had some 
water poured on his head? Only when one aligns these false 
doctrines with the holy scriptures does he see the foolishness 
of what he has been Jed to believe. 

Newness of Life 
To our little ones in Vacation Bible Schools we sing, "Isn't 

it grand to be a Christian, isn't it grand!" I cannot help but 
think the Spirit through the prophet was speaking of the 
newness of being a Christian when he declared, "Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall 
waters break out, and streams in the desert!" (lsa. 35:5-6). 
A gloom encompassed countenance does not belong on a 
Christian. It belongs on a sinner doomed for perdition! On 
the one who knows he is lost, just as the saved knows he is 
saved. The theme of the First Thessalonian letter is rejoice! 
And why should one rejoice? Because our sins are forgiven, 
even the worst of them. God is our Father, Christ our high 
priest and elder brother; the Spirit indwells us; the angels are 
our ministers; we live among the greatest people on earth
fellow Christians; and Heaven is our everlasting home! Re
joice, and again 1 say, rejoice-the beauty of Bible baptism. 
It all begins here. 
2207 Chisholm Dr., Duncan, OK 73533 
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God and the Big Bang 
A. J. HOOVER 

110h, I couldn't possibly believe in the Big Bang theory 
because I believe that God created the world, just like the 
Bible says!" 

This remark, overheard recently, illustrates a certain con
fusion that exists in the minds of many Christians when they 
seek to relate their faith to science and scientific theories. 
Many Christians feel that they are morally obligated to in
stantly contradict any new scientific theory, especially if it 
deals with the topic of ultimate origins. 

Some people feel that since they believe in God and
creation, as prescribed by the Bible, they couldn't possibly 
hold to any theory propounded by science. They feel that 
they should stick to strictly Biblical statements when they 
talk of certain things like the origins of man and the universe. 

Perhaps our Restoration slogan, "Call Bible things by Bible 
names," interpreted in an extreme fashion, is partly to blame 
here. Since the Bible says that God created the universe, 
some folks think that we can't talk about this great event in 
any terms other than the simple Biblical observation that 
"God created the universe." The same people would prob
ably deny the theory of plate-tectonics or continental drift 
to explain earthquakes because the Bible says that God 
causes them. The same might be said for all natural pheno
mena: rain, lightening, wind, floods. 

God's Methods 
But this attitude is wrong. The Bible seldom claims to 

describe how God does things. It simply records the fact of 
creation, not the method of creation. It is entirely possible 
(though not at all firmly established) that God used a Big 
Bang as his method of creation. You can't affirm it as a cer
tainty but neither can you deny it apodictically. Since the 
Bible does not specify how God did it we are left to choose 
the hypothesis that seems to have the best supporting ma
terial. 

Confusion arises in a question like this when we fail to 
recognize that there are various levels on which to discuss a 
question as complex as origins. Suppose, for example, that 
you ask for a "true" answer to a simple question like, "Where 
did I come from?" Think of all the possible, yet true, answers 
to this question: 

1. From God, the creator. 
2. From the dust of the earth. 
3. From my mother's womb. 
4. From the union of my father's sperm and my mother's 

ovum. 
5. From a middle-class family. 
6. From a Christian home. 
7. From ancestors in Germany. 
8. From a hospital in Dallas, Texas. 
Now, if you insist on there being only one, true answer 

to the question; "Where did I come from?", you will have to 
choose one of these eight "true" answers. As you can see, 
there is no one true answer. To say that I came from God 
and from dust at the same time is not a contradiction because 
both answers are true but on two different levels of analysis. 
God was the sufficient cause of my existence while dust was 

4 [728]' 

the material cause of my existence (i.e. he made me out of 
dust!). 

All of these answers are true, but not all are appropriate to 
every context. If you were applying for a job you wouldn't 
answer the question, "God made me," or your prospective 
employer would think you had gone bonkers. On the other 
hand, if you were engaged in a serious discussion of ulti
mate meaning you wouldn't say, "From a hospital in Dallas, 
Texas." 

The Facts of Lifel 
When God came to the point where he wanted to tell us 

about the creation he resembled a typical parent who is 
questioned about the "facts of life." If a little girl comes to 
her mother and asks about the "real" facts of life, but still 
has no interest in all the clinical details, her mother might 
reply something like this: 11When you grow up you will meet 
a nice man like Daddy. You will love him very much and he 
will love you just as much. And one day-because you love 
each other so much-a baby that is part him and part you 
will start· to grow in your tummy. When the baby is big 
enough to live by himself, he will come out of a special 
place made just for that and be born." 

When this little girl gets older she will obviously discover 
that her mother's answer was simple and lacking in precise, 
scientific detail but nevertheless true on its own special level. 
She will realize that the account of the facts of life given by 
her mother was no less true for its simplicity and omission of 
the mechanical details. The type of answer depended on the 
level of the discussion. 

Language is another complex phenomena that could be 
analyzed from several levels. You could take a beautiful 
poem and study it from several viewpoints: from mere let
ters, to sounds, to words, to grammar, to context, and to ulti
mate meaning. Each level is true as far as it goes. Once you 
realize how complex language is it would sound funny to 
hear someone say, "I prefer Shakespeare to English gram
mar." Doesn't Shakespeare include English grammar? 

Yes, but this is exactly what the person is doing who says, 
"I prefer the Biblical account of creation to the Big Bang 
theory." He is saying that because he believes "God created 
the world" on one level of analysis, that the Big Bang theory 
cannot be true on another level. And he may be wrong. Just 
as Shakespeare includes English grammar, creation may in
clude the Big Bang theory. I'm not saying that it does, just 
that it could, without contradiction. Since the Bible doesn't 
detail God's method of creation, there is nothing in the Bibli
cal doctrine to exclude the Big Bang. 

When dealing with new scientific theories, the Christian 
should avoid two extremes. (1) He should not fall down and 
worship the theory immediately because it may have very 
poor· evidential support. But, on the other hand, (2) he should 
not reject it out of hand just because the Bible is silent on 
God's methods of doing certain things. The Big Bang theory 
is far from being established but we shouldn't reject it as if 
it necessarily contradicted the Biblical account of creation. 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 
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The effectiveness of a speaker is best 
determined by the kind of impact he has 
upon those who listen. As Peter finished 
his sermon on the day of Pentecost 
those who heard were ':cut to the 
~eart." His lesson had a very obvious 
Impact. I know many times I nave sat at 
the feet of great teachers and have been 
deeply moved at the message. The Mas
ter Teacher was Jesus. The things he said 
a~d th.e lessons he taught had impact. 
H1s Wisdom left his fiercest enemies 
spee~hless, the over confident humble, 
the smful aware of their worthlessness, 
the defeated and hopeless with a re
vived spirit. ... There was not a man 
no matter what his situation that Jesu~ 
was not able to touch in some way. 

What a powerful teacher he was! But 
what is the impact of his lessons on u~ 
toda}:'? Unfortunately, it is not the same. 
The Impact is not even the same as it 
was a few years ago when we first 
opened God's word and begin to read. 
We have become far too familiar with 
the Bible and the powerful blows of 
Jesus' teaching leave little affect on our 
hardened hearts. 

Jesus taught in parable in Matthew 13 
that finding the kingdom would be like 
a man who finds a treasure in a field. 
When he finds it he goes and sells all 
that he has to buy the field. Or, like a 
man who finds a great pearl which he 
has been searching a lifetime for. He 
sells all that he has to buy it. Those les
sons taught how valuable the kingdom 
of God should be to us-so valuable 
we'd sell all we have to get it. No doubt 
those lessons had an impact on thos~ 
who heard them from Jesus' lips. They 
scratched their heads wondering, "What 
could be so valuable that I'd give up 
everything to have?" 

A kind of apathy fills our church 
buildings today. We read the exact 
w~rds that Jesus uttered-the kingdom 
will mean so much to us we will sell 
~verythi~g to have it-but the stinging 
1mpact 1s gone. And, we do not live 
every moment as if the kingdom and 
the eternal life it brings are worth 
everything we have. What should eternal 
life and the kingdom of God mean to 
us? How can we make our salvation 
more sure? 

One of the best ways to make eternal 
things more sure is to simply realize the 
greatness of what we have. Paul used a 
word to describe the greatness of what 
we have in Christ; that word was, "sur
passing." Surpassing means to ''tran
scend the reach of, the capacity of, the 
powers of." Paul knew that what he had 
in Christ was not the normal, but it was 
surpassing. Our salvation can be made 
more sure if we can realize to a greater 
extent the impact of what God offers 
and to us ... the "surpassingness" of 
what we have in Christ. let's look at 
three instances in which Paul used the 
word, "surpassing." 

Surpassing Worth 
Paul wrote in Philippians 3:8, "In-

Surpassing . • • 
CHARLES S. YOUNG 

deed I count everything as loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my lord" (RSV). If we are 
going to make our salvation more sure, 
we need to realize the worth that tran
scends our reach, transcends our powers 
and capacities. Paul knew that the value 
of his life in Christ could not be mea
sured in a "normal" way. Its value tran
scended any known method of measur
ing. In verse 7 he says it means so much 
to him he counted everything as loss for 
the sake of Christ. He follows that in the 
last part of verse 8 by saying that he 
had suffered the loss of all things and 
he gladly counted them as "refuse" for 
the sake of knowing Christ. His most 
prized earthly possession was nothing 
but trash in comparison with the value 
of his life in Christ. Salvation is going 
to be for the person who realizes the 
surpassing worth of Christ. 

It is often strange and shocking to 
see the value that some attach to things. 
Some take care of their car better than 
they take care of their families. Some 
Jove their family pet, the dog or cat, 
more than they love their fellow man. 
We can get more excited about telling 
someone of the football game we saw 
than the Savior that saved our souls 
eternally. Several times a year I read in 
the paper where someone sold a piece 
of junk for pennies, which turns out to 
be a very valuable object. Not long ago 
I read of a boy who was collecting rocks 
as he was walking along somewllere in 
the Rockies. He found one which was 
very pretty which he kept. As it turned 
out it contained about an ounce of gold, 
which at the time was selling for about 
$800 an ounce. Little did he realize 
when he picked it up how valuable it 
was. So often, people are sitting on a 
fortune and don't know it. 

How often do we enter the doors on 
Sunday, take our seat, and do not realize 
we are sitting on a fortune. No, not the 
padded pew underneath us, but the 
spiritual food we have come to partake 
of. If we are to make our salvation more 
sure we must come to realize the sur
passing worth of our lives in Christ! 

Surpassing Love 

A second time Paul uses the word 
"surpassing" is in Ephesians 3:19, "and 
to know the love of Christ which sur
passes knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fulness of God". (R~V). 
Paul talks about coming to a re~llzat1o.n 
of the surpassing love of Chnst. Th1s 
passage is part of a prayer that Paul 
prays which is familiar to most of us. It 

is a prayer that those at Ephesus might 
come to "grasp" (NIV) the love of God. 
All of us have had the frustrating ex
perience of trying to explain how we felt 
to someone else and realized we just 
weren't getting through. We finally say, 
"I just really wish you could know how 
I feel," knowing that it was beyond them 
to really stand in our shoes. That's 
what Paul's prayer is like. He wants 
them to grasp the love of God, yet aU 
along he knows it is beyond their grasp. 

In verse 18 Paul vainly tries to de
scribe what is really an indescribable 
and immeasurable love. It is really 
an ironic prayer. Paul is fraying that 
they may know the love o God which 
he knows they can never fully know. 
Thus, he describes in verse 19 a love 
which "surpasses knowledge." The TEV 
renders the verse, "Yes, may you come 
to know his love-although it can never 
be fully known." I don't know how ac
curate that is, but for me it catches the 
spirit of what Paul is saying well. 

Surpassing Grace 

The last time Paul talks about a "sur
passing" quality is in 2 Corinthians 
9:14: " ... while they long for you and 
pray for you, because of the surpassing 
grace of God in you." Paul speaks of 
the "surpassing grace of God" which 
was "in" the Corinthians. This surpass
ing grace in us could do much to ·.ma~e 
our salvation more sure. What 1s 1t? 
How do we get it? 

In 2 Peter 3:18 Peter says that we are 
to "grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our lord and Savior Jesus Christ." If 
one backs up to the beg~nning of ~he 
chapter we find that Paul 1s challengmg 
the brethren to give. He reminds them 
that God loves a cheerful giver. Then 
he tells them by this service which 
they will be rendering they will be en
riched. In verse 13 he tells them by this 
"service" they will glorifv God. Then 
in verse 14 he tells them of the prayers 
of others offered in their behalf because 
of the "surpassing grace of God" in 
them. It seems to me this surpassing 
grace is tied in with the acts of service 
they were busy rendering tc;> other~. The 
surpassing grace of God m us IS the 
excellence of the Christian life lived 
daily. The way to grow in the gra~e ~f 
God is to more and more live a life m 
obedience to his will, full of acts of se~
vice and good works. The more we dedi
cate our lives to acts of service the more 
we become like Christ who came to 
serve. The more we dedicate our l!v~s 
to acts of service, the more of Chnst s 
goodness is seen in us. We need to grow 
in the grace of God. If we can reach the 
point that the "surpas~ing grace of G~d" 
is in us, as it was m the Cormth!an 
brethren because of the acts of serv1ce 
they were rendering, the more sure our 
salvation will be. 

6202 West Division, Cadillac, Michigan 
49601 
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Must God Plead With God? 
CECIL HOOK! 

Other q.uestions could serve as titles for this brief lesson: 
Is the Son more approachable than the Father? Does the 
Mediator relay our prayers to the Father? Is "in jesus' name" 
the password to approach the Father? Have disciples been 
reconciled to the Father truly, or does their life-long aliena
tion continue to make a mediator necessary? 

The key to those questions is whether disciples are truly 
reconciled to God or whether we continue in a state of 
alienation. We are alienated from God by our sins. "Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God .•• " 
(lsa. 59:2). In this sinful state we cannot approach God. Our 
only hope of reconciled fellowship is by means of a mediator 
who interposes between two parties as the friend of each to 
effect a reconciliation. 

Jesus filled that roJe of mediation. "For there is one God, 
and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all ... " (1 
Tim. 2:5). Sin stood between us and God, but Jesus sub
stituted himself for that sin. "For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God" (2 Cor. 5:21). He occupied that sinful 
zone of alienation which formerly was the area of fellowship 
of God and man. In Christ, God moved into that area again, 
for "God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them" (2 Cor. 5:19). 

God made his move toward man in Christ. Now man makes 
his move toward God in Christ also. Our transition is con
summated through baptism into Christ (Rom. 6:3-4) by which 
we enjoy the remission of the sins that alienated us. So now 
o~r reconciliation is accomplished and it is maintained by 
his atonement as we walk in the light in our relationship in 
Christ (1 John 1 :7). 

No longer is there alienation and no longer is there need 
for someone to stand between us and God for we are recon
ciled. We are in Christ and in God while the Spirit of God 
and of Christ dwells in us. 

Must Jesus continue to plead for us before an angry, or 
more remote, God? Such a concept of mediation was born of 
Catholic theology. His intercession does not consist of his 
offering prayers for us but in the continuous merit of his 
once-for-all atonement. "Consequently he is able for all time 
to save those who draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). He is 
our Advocate-"to call to one's side"-not to plead our case 
but to stand in our place as our propitiation. We continue to· 
be in him, walking in the light of his fellowship, so that his 
offering continues to make us acceptable to God-recon
ciled (1 John 2:1-2; 1 :7). 

Do we pray to the Son or to the Father.? If he is one who 
actively pleads each of our prayers before the Father as a 
mediator, our prayers should be to the Son. However, we 
have a direct line to the Father! We have unashamed bold
ness to talk with the Father because there is no alienation. 
He will hear us for Christ's sake. I used to chide the Baptists 
for praying "for Christ's sake" instead of "in Jesus' name," 
but it is because of what Christ has done, in his behalf, for 
his sake, that the Father hears us. 
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Didn't Jesus teach us to pray in his name? Yes. "Whatever 
you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glori
fied in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it" 
(John 14:13-14). But what does "in my name" mean? Is it a 
required formula to make an action acceptable? Is it a sort 
of fraternal password without which an earnest prayer is 
vain? In his name we gather (Matt. 18:20), we baptize (Acts 
2:38), we sing (Eph. 5:18-19), and "Whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God through him" (Col. 3:17). That is rather in
clusive! In view of this, how could we possibly demand that 
effective prayer must use the formula "in Jesus' name" and 
overlook "whatever you do, in word or deed" as needing 
the same formula? 

"In the name of" someone means 11by the authority of" or 
"in behalf of" that person. In our whole-life commitment to 
Christ as Lord, whatever we do, in word or deed, is directed 
by our Lord and done in his behalf. It has nothing to do with 
saying "in Jesus' name" at certain specified times. 

When we are in Christ, he has enabled and authorized us 
to speak 'directly to our Father because he has brought us 
to the Father. Jesus declared to Thomas, "I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by 
me" (John 14:7). Now he has brought us to the Father, recon
ciled and in fellowship. But he is not speaking of his relaying 
prayers for us. 

Have you ever heard a preacher use John 16:26-27 in a les
son or as a text? I have never heard it used. It does not fit 
our traditional concept of Jesus having to pray for us or of 
his relaying our prayers. In his farewell discourse he assures, 
"In that day you will ask in my name; and I do not say to you 
that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father himself 
loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that 
I came from the Father." He says he will NOT pray for us. 
Reconciliation shall have been accomplished and approach 
shall have been authorized through our High Priest. The 
Father is not more remote, austere, or vengeful than Jesus so 
that Jesus should have to plead for us. The Father himself 
loves us! 

,There is no example in the New Testament writings of a 
prayer "in Jesus' name" (See Acts 4:24-30; 7:60; 1 Cor. 16: 
22). Stephen and John prayed to Jesus (Acts 7:59; Rev. 22:20). 

If "in Jesus' name" is a necessary ritualistic password, then 
we all have erred in singing such prayers as "Guide me, 0 
thou great Jehovah," "Be with me, Lord," and "Have thine 
own way, Lord." 

It seems that we have difficulty handling anything that we 
cannot ritualize, program, put in a pattern, or over-simplify. 
In this instance it has caused us to fail to appreciate the se
curity of our relationship with the Father making us feel a 
degree of alienation from the Father throughout life. 

There are difficulties of interpretation that I have not dealt 
with in this brief lesson. For instance, there is the intercession 
of the Holy Spirit. But again, must deity plead with deity? 
Your more scholarly treatment of this subject would be read 
with interest. 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
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Empty Cathedrals (3) 
This researcher has been a member of 

the body of Christ for almost sixty years, 
and he promised himself about twenty 
years ago that he would research this 
subject if he were permitted to live long 
enough. On returning from a. military 
tour of duty in Saudi Arabia in 1961 he 
was assigned duty in a Texas city where 
he had entered the first grade in 1920. 
In deciding where the family would 
worship two congregations were visited. 
One of the congregations had just fin
ished a thousand seat auditorium, and 
the other met in a small chapel seating 
about two hundred to three hundred. 
This researcher felt, ''This- is where I'd 
like to worship-a small, warm group of 
Christians not engaged in a large build
ing program." But he had no more than 
got seated in a pew until an announce
ment was made indicating a large build
ing was already in the planning stage. 
The thousand seat auditorium congrega
tion was nearer where the family would 
live, so they placed membership there. 

This congregation had a second audi
torium that would seat three hundred 
fifty to four hundred which was used 
as a classroom to seat forty or fifty. It 
was also used as an assembly room for 
the Wednesday evening devotional ser
vice; it is large enough for the Sunday 
evening service. For all practical pur
poses the large auditorium was surplus 
to the congregation's needs. Twenty 
years later the small auditorium is still 
quite adequate for the congregation if 
every member did not have to worship 
the same hour of the· day at the same 
place one time during the week! This 
congregation is now· building a two 
thousand to three thousand seat audi
torium hoping in the next twenty years 
to be able to have it full for one hour 
on Sunday at a cost of $1,000,000 plus 
the finance charges of 13-14%. 

This might not be too awfully bad if 
this congregation had not ignored (if 
they ever l<new of) the recommenda
tions of a certified real estate appraiser 
who prepared an appraisal study for the 
bank which was financing a third audi
torium, fellowship, classroom annex in 
1974. His recommendations were: "The 
1954 auditorium, although having served 
its useful purpose several years ago, is 
now in a position to be more service
able as a game, cafeteria or meeting 
room, but has no level floor ... " 

So this congregation is constructing 
a fourth auditorium and has finally 
decided to modify the thousand seat 
facility to make a few classrooms. This 
procedure is just backwards-audito
rium construction is more expensive 
than classroom construction. This is just 
an example of the trap intelligent Chris
tians fall into when the driving, motivat
ing force seems to be a building-a new 
building. An idea that is often expressed 
"Research indicates a congre,zation al
ways grows following a building pro
gram" is loose thinking. The research is 
never identified, and there are many 

RALPH ARCENEAUX 

reasons which explain congregational 
growth which do not include necessarily 
a major building program. A mobile 
population, modern transportation, 
population growth and major residen
tial subdivision construction are just a 
few that can be mentioned. New build
ings are often built when no real need 
exists nor will ever exist if Christians 
will recognize that worship can be con
ducted or provided throughout the 
Lord's Day. A new building is visible, 
concrete and expensive, and this may 
encourage worship of the structure; it 
certainly dominates the budget of many 
congregations. Dr. James 0. Baird of 
Oklahoma Christian College recently 
wrote in the Christian Chronicle. 

"Let's not forget that when we estab
lish budgets we do a great deal to 
establish congregational priorities ... 
Not only does a budget establish 
priorities, it is a dramatic way of 
signaling to the congregation what . 
those priorities are. In our society, 
we all do too much cash-equals
importance thinking." 
These two research efforts cried out 

for explanations, and in an attempt to 
discover them still another project was 
initiated in 1979 seeking attitudes of 
congregational leaders concerning wor
ship, church facilities and the Bible 
classes conducted by the church. A ques
tionnaire was prepared which provided 
statements that would reflect attitudes 
toward these three areas. This was a 
multiple choice instrument which at
tempted to make it as easy as possible 
and require a minimum of time to 
mark. Self-addressed, postage paid reply 
envelopes were provided. These ques
tionnaires went to ·elders of twenty
three congregations stretching from 
Houston, Texas to Nashville, Tennessee, 
and four went to university Bi~le pro
fessors. Two questionnaires went to 
each congregation and one to each of 
the four professors-fifty in all. Twenty 
replies were returned-forty percent. 
This was quite a limited distribution 
within the "Bible belt." Selection of the 
congregations was a simple judgement 
decision; no attempt was made to use 
a random sample, most of the congrega
tions had cooperated in the initial 1974 
st•Jdy. The supervising professor for this 
study, Dr. Stephen D. Eckstein, chairman 
of the Department of Religion at East
ern New Mexico University, Portales, 
recommended broadening the sample 
into the extreme areas of the United 
States to get a better balanced sample. 

The limited geographical area was a 
weakness of the first mailing, so ques
tionnaires were mailed to twenty-five 
additional congregations located on the 
west coast, the rocky mountain region, 
the midwest, the northeast and the 
southeast. Seven replies were received 
from seven different states: Oregon, 

Washington, Idaho, Nebraska, Missouri, 
Ohio, and Georgia. Doctor Eckstein 
thought the additional querries might 
present a contrast of attitudes compared 
to the first group sent out; they did not. 
Six of the seven agreed with the major
ity of twelve responders to the first 
mailing that length of services should 
not be fixed but could vary. All seven 
agreed with sixteen of the first group 
that ownership of the plant was not 
necessary. On other statements they 
were in general agreement with the 
original twenty who first replied. . 

The three research papers, "Empty 
Cathedrals," 1974, "Idolatrous Tem
ples," 1975 and now the study on atti
tudes toward worship, facilities and Bi
ble classes .among churches of Christ 
entitled "A SEARCH FOR EXPLANA
TIONS FOR EMPTY CATHEDRALS, The 
Drift into Idolatry within the churches 
of Christ in the Latter Part of the Twen
tieth Century," appear to fit the same 
pattern-Christendom seems to have 
drifted into idolatry in erecting vast 
church structures that dominate the 
budgets of many congregations, and for 
some the major item over the entire 
history of the congregation has been for 
real estate, buildings and general oper
ating expenses. The data developed in 
these three studies is the only body of 
information on use of facilities, total 
assets invested in a city and attitudes 
toward these assets available. In view of 
this body of information some conclu
sions must be drawn. 

1. There is no real obstacle to far 
better use of the facilities. Hard statis
tical data must be dealt with by sincere 
Christian people; it will not go away. 

2. There is no real reason why wor
ship cannot be in progress throughout 
the Lord's Day. Once this is recognized 
dramatic changes can be affected in in
vestment in real property. 

3. Length of worship is not neces
sarily fixed but can be flexible. 

4. Location of the worship can be 
flexible; the entire congregation need 
not be present at the same time in the 
same place. 

5. Leadership in worship is not re
stricted to elders and deacons. 

6. Ownership of facilities is not nec-
essary. · 

7. Congregations that build huge au
ditoriums in an attempt to seat everyone 
ever expected to attend a worship ser
vice at the same time in a single place 
once a week, to construct them so that 
they cannot be used except for a seated 
audience, to severely restrict their use 
to worship services of the church ?f 
Christ primarily are probably over bUilt 
and under used, and the magnitude of 
the waste that results staggers the mind. 

8. To build and equip educational 
facilities, provide teachers, study mate
rials and even transportation and stop 
there (no permanent records of atten
dance, no record of grades to measure 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Stage: Encouragement-Background: Tears CHARLES GEISER 

Everyone looks to the local preacher 
for encouragement. The admonishment 
throughout the brotherhood is, "Let's 
encourage every Christian we see to be 
faithful to the lord, let's think positive 
about the Christian faith." This is true 
and should be a definite part of the 
relationship of the members of the body 
oi Christ. Paul wrote, "Be kindly affec
tioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honor preferring one another." 
We may all realize a very important 
responsibility in this area of edifying 
one another in the most holy faith. But 
it is the preacher that is necessarily 
looked to for this "encouragement," and 
most preachers appreciate the opportu
nity to help boost any weak brother 
along in his spirituality. 

But there is one element of this study 
that not many think about-what it 
takes for the preacher to be able to keep 
up the edifying and encouragement on 
a day to day basis. It is already noted 
that the evangelist can and will continue 
his study in God's Word, that he him
self may be edified in his doing the will 
of the lord. But, believe it or not, 
a preacher needs positive feedback and 
edification from the members. IT IS 
JUST AS NEEDED FOR HIM, AND AS 
OFTEN, AS IT IS NEEDED BY THE MEM
BERS! How many have thought much 
about how many tears and heart throbs 
have gone into the statement, "broth
er, we need you and we want you to 

know we love you" to an unfaithful 
saint? The preacher sets his mind to 
concentrate in love on a brother or sis
ter who is on the "outer fringe" of com
mitment. The preacher tries to bolster 
him in the faith, pat him on the back, 
even mildy tease him into friendliness 
more than before, hopefully to get him 
to think more about his spirituality. 

But the brother shows no repentance 
like the preacher or elder has prayed for 
and hoped for so long. Now comes 
some tears, some heartaches, some 
depression in the preacher's life (and no 
preacher can say he is immune to it!). 
Oh, it's not anything so severe that he 
will "fall from grace." It's just the idea 
of going through it again, like the many 
times before (one book now calls this 
part of it all the "ministry of grief"), 
this "encouraging through tears." But 
the agonizing experience is repeated 
again, and again, and again. 

How many times do the members 
know when an eldership or a preacher 
has felt like literally throwing up their 
hands in frustration at so many being 
indifferent and neglectful in the king
dom? Would it not be something if 
every member could be an elder or the 
preacher for just one week? just one 
week! Just one week of hearing the 
sarcastic remarks after worship services 
back at the door, or the "No's!" to re
quests for increased contribution, help 
in the education program, or just in 

Steps Away From and Back to God G. F. RAINES 

When God created Adam and Eve 
and gave them the beautiful garden in 
Eden (Gen. 2:15) as their home, he com
manded them saying, "Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat: But 
of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die." (16, 17.) 

But "the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty" (2 Cor. 11 :3), saying, "Ye 
shall not surely die." (Gen. 3:4.) 
• 

11 And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes,. and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he 
did eat." (Gen. 3:6.) 

"Therefore the lord God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was taken. So 
he drove out the man; and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden Cheru
bims, and a flaming sword which turned 
eve!Y y;ay, to keep the way of the tree 
of life. (Gen. 3:23, 24.) 

The steps away from God were, and 
always have been, (1) doubt, or unbelief 
and (2) disobedience. The steps back to 
God are, and always have been, (1) 
faith and (2) obedience. 

The Book of God says: 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we 
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have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus · Christ: By whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God." (Rom. 5:1, 2.) 

"Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he 
suffered; And being made perfect, he 
became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him." (Heb. 
5:8, 9.) 

"He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he thqt believeth not 
shall be damned." (Mark 16:16.) 

"Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." Oohn 3:5.) 

"Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall re
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 
2:38.) 

"And now why tarriest thou? arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name or the lord." 
(Acts 22:16.) 

"Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life." (Rev. 
2:10.) 

"And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." (Rev. 22:17.) 

asking someone to help wait on the 
lord's table. If you have never known 
the worthless, empty feeling that comes 
from someone in the body rejecting an 
offer to serve the Lord to your face, as 
have elders and preachers, you just do 
not know what it is like. Yet, the en
couragement is still expected by the 
body of Christ. 

The next time you are encouraged by 
an elder or the preacher, think for a 
moment what it may have taken person
ally for him to say those encouraging 
words, what may lie behind those words 
of praise. There may just be some sleep
less nights, many prayers . . . and some 
tears! 

Post Office Box 1154, Ashtabula, Ohio 
44004 

Preaching and Love 
PERRY C. COTHAM 

Many Bible students have dramatized 
the essential role of love in all human 
relations by altering the words of Paul's 
great love poem. As I began my pulpit 
ministry with the Otter Creek congrega
tion, I shared with them my own rendi
tion: 

If I preach with eloquence and power, 
but do not have love for my listeners, 
I am as a man blowing off steam or 
whistling in the dark. 

If my sermons are structured perfect
ly, beautifully illustrated, thoroughly 
Biblical, logically impeccable, and yet 
communicate no sense of love, I am 
nothing. 

If I have the gift of prophecy about 
world events, if I can fathom all the 
mysteries of difficult doctrines, and if 
I can explain all difficult scriptures, but 
have no love, I am nothing. 

If I give all my discarded clothing to 
Goodwill and donate a few dollars to 
Salvation Army; if I am the star of civic 
club speaking circuits; and if I practice 
possibility thinking better than Robert 
Schuller and have not love, I am a fail
ure. 

Preaching rooted in love is patient 
and kind, not guilty of boasting, pride, 
an"ger or rudeness. Such preaching is not 
self-seeking. It recites no record of 
wrong-doing nor does it delight in the 
evils of denominations; it always pro
tects, trusts, hopes, perseveres. 

love never fails. Today's brotherhood 
disputes will eventually fade and others 
will emerge to replace them. Some dis
putes cannot be set straight until jesus 
returns. Now, on all great themes, I can 
speak with only imperfect knowledge; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known. 

Now these three remain: faith, hope, 
and love. But the greatest of these is 
love. 

P.O. Box 15444, Nashville, Tn. 37215 
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The Art of T a I king in Marriage 
BOYD WILLJAMS 

The most frequent complaint in marital difficulties is that 
one partner will not talk to the other. This complaint is nor
mally aimed at the husband, although it is sometimes charged 
to the wife. One woman wrote a letter and said, "You have 
heard of the sphinx? Well, I marr.ied it. He just won't talk. 
He makes a few guttural sounds, but only when he wants 
something like sex, or food, or the TV channel changed." 
Though the words may change the problem is a common 
one-lack of effective communication. Because of this com
mon problem a married person sometimes feel as though 
~e/she is living with a total stranger. 

What can be done to correct this type of problem and 
save marriages? Is there anything a person can do to get their 
spouse to talk? Most sociologists believe that effective com
munications can be established by the application of a few 
vital principles and common-sense suggestions. 

Paul wrote, " ... and he died for all, that they that Jive 
should no longer live unto themselves ... " {II Cor. 5:14-15). 
The first principle is that one must be willing to die to self. 
This concept has been accepted by a number of prominent 
individuals since Paul, most notably Carl Rogers. Rogers be
lieved that in dying to self one achieves true self-esteem. 
There is no doubt that a person with high self-esteem finds 
it easier to listen with an open mind and to express desires 
and irritations to a spouse. Dying to self allows a partner to 
think first of all about the feelings and desires of the spouse. 
Perhaps that is what Paul had in mind when he said, "I have 
been crucified with Christ ... I live because Christ lives in 
me" {Gal. 2:20). 

Principle number two is self-examination. In order for a 
person to truly die to self he must undergo a thorough self
examination. Paul indicates that such an examination is ap
proved by God in II Corinthians 5:13. There he says, 
"Examine yourself, whether you be in the faith or not." When 
problems arise in one's marriage following that advice will 
certainly stand one in good stead. 

Principle number three occurs when one makes himself 
vulnerable to his spouse. That characteristic was displayed by 
our lord when he left heaven and "took the form of a ser
vant," {Phil. 2:5-9). He willingly became vulnerable so that he 
could be an example for those who conform to his image. 
In marriage when one spouse allows himself to become vul
nerable to the other in order that problems might be re
solved, that one is following a good example and is accom
plishing much toward obtaining a harmonious relationship in 
his marriage. 

A fourth principle is to recognize one's spouse as a peer. 
It is much easier to communicate when there is no superior
inferior relationship. In john 13:16-17 jesus said, "Truly, truly, 
I say unto you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor 
is he who sent greater than he who sent him. If you know 
these things, blessed are you if you do them." It was so easy 
for jesus to talk about anything. The reason was simple-he 
did not present himself as a superior. The husband or wife 
who realizes an equal relationship with the other will find it 
easy to communicate also. 
. These four principles when applied in the home, will do 
much toward creating an atmosphere of harmony. In that 
type of home environment one finds husbands and wives 
who not only talk to each other, but are very open with one 

another. They are able to "speak the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15) 
about all their problems. 

Kenneth Heiting has recognized that openness in com
munication is not easily obtained in the home and gives rea
sons in his article entitled, "Ineffective Communication The 
Fine Art of Disagreeing." He says, "Many couples are appre
hensive that one or both of them will lose control of their 
feelings during a discussion. Anticipating the worst, some 
couples 'draw up a pact' not to openly share their feelings 
with each other." Mr. Heiting then presents five ways such 
a pact is put into effect: 

1. One of the partners always gives in. 
2. One may always assume all the blame. 
3. One may always place responsibility on the other for 

any problem. 
4. One will consistently interrupt during a conversation. 
5. One will consistently treat the oth~r's feelings lightly. 

Mr. Heiting concludes his discussion with the following 
statement: 

"Effective communication is characterized by a willing
ness to really listen to what· your partner is saying, 
thinking and feeling. Respect for your partner's self
disclosure-his or her feelings of excitement, frustration, 
sadness, or shame, etc.-is another important ingredient. 
If you want your partner to be open with you, you must 
be accepting of what he or she says. This doesn't mean 
that you must agree on all matters, but at least r.ou must 
allow them to express their own outlook." (' Marriage 
and Family living," Vol. 61, No. 1, january 1979.) 

Charlie Shed in his "Fun Family Forum," has a speech en
titled, "So Your Husband Won't Talk." In that talk Mr. Shed 
suggests that the answer to most marital problems lies in 
one's ability to get one's spouse to talk. This writer believes 
that to be true and offers the following suggestions to ac
complish that end. These suggestions were presented to 
ladies' groups on two different occasions and were well 
received. 

1. Learn Your Spouse's Interests. The person who takes 
time to learn where their partner's interests lie, and 
then endeavors to learn everything possible about 
those interests, is a wise person indeed. 

2. Ask Your Partner's Advice. This writer has found that 
asking advice of his wife pays big dividends. I have 
learned that wives are as intelligent as anyone and love 
to be given an opportunity to prove it. 

3. Check Your Output. The joke is often told of the little 
boy who asked his father a question. Unable to satisfy 
the youngster the father said, "Go ask your mother." 
To which the youngster replied, "I don't want to know 
that much about it." The wife is wise indeed if she 
realizes she is too verbose. The same can be said of 
the husband. 

4. Time Out Together. This is a proven method to get 
married folks to talk to each other. Husbands and wives 
need time without the children around. I am afraid 
that wives neglect this too often. Make a date with your 
husband. Go to McDonald's or anywhere financiaUy 
feasible-but go. When the two of you are alone you 
will talk to each other. 

5. Apologize For Wrongs Committed. The hardest words 
in the world to say are "I'm sorry." But, if you want to 
talk to your partner you need to apologize when you 
are in the wrong. 

6. Celebrate Your Love For Each Other. That is just my 
way of saying that God designed the marriage state for 

(Continued on page 11) 
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COULD YOUR 
NEXT CHILD 
BE ONE 
OF OURS? 

WHO ARE YOU? 
All the directors of the John Abraham Christian Relief 
Fund are members of the church of Christ in Texas and Okla
homa. Six are businessmen and three are ministers. All super
visory personnel in the childrens' homes are members, and, in 
the school in Africa, every classroom has an hour of Bible study 
every day. 

WHAT DO YOU DO? 
The John Abraham Fund is in child-care and relief work 
primarily in India and Africa, but currently in the process of 
registering in Mexico. Six homes in India have in exces~ of 
340 children. A dormitory on the farm home is under construc
tion and another rural home setting is being sought for needed 
expansion. 

In Africa the John Abraham Fund operates a bush school 
about fifty miles away from Blantyre. This school which has 
been in operation for a number of years. has an enrollment 
that fluctuates from 700 to 1000. Cost per pupil for a month 
is $ 1.00. 

The newest development is that of three volunteers who de
parted for Pakistan in late October, 1982 to go into the Afghan
istan refugee area surveying what can be done there. Besides 
the intent of rendering aid. they will also check a site for a child
ren's home in that country. 

WHY HAVE WE NOT HEARD OF YOU BEFORE? 
Stewardship and integrity go together! The John Abraham 
Fund, being small and regional, did not seek national attention 
until it was felt that they had a way of being instantly identified 
as a genuine, caring and efficient relief organization. With ac
ceptance into the Evangelical Council For Financial Ac· 
countability early in 1982, that hurdle was jumped. To be 
accepted in ECF A an organization has to meet stiff financial 
and reporting standards. Donated funds have to go where they 
were intended. Audited financial statements have to be pro
vided. None of the officers (in the case of JAF) are salaried. 
Being fully committed to those purposes, then , the ECFA seal 
is proudly displayed. 

SPECIAL REPLY SLIP 

Pictured here is little Moses. so named because he was rescued 
from a railroad track early on a December morning by the 
John Abraham Memorial Christian Relief Fund em· 
ployees. He was abandoned at birth without a bath. clothing 
or feeding. They remembered the Other Moses! It took all day 
to thaw him out. Not a week goes by but that quiet tragedy 
uisits the doors of the JAF homes in India . Tender hearts, just 
like yours. made it possible to take him and hundreds more in. 

Whe n you help JAMCRF you are he lping bring life and mean 
ing to the church of Century 2 1. Further. if JAMCRF had not 
been there. it would haue spelled certain death for Moses and 
countless others. Th ere was no one else. The child you saue 
will be a Christian influence in the world. 

-Baxter Loe 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
Every child taken into the JAMCRF homes is destitute. You 
can send money for emergency aid such as the refugees . You 
can aid children in gett ing an education in such as the Ntonda 
school in Africa. You can make this Thanksgiving season a 
Thanks-giving season for someone. You can support a child at 
$22.00 per month. When you support a child, you receive the 
child's history. photograph. mail address. etc. There will be 
letters to you and you are requested to write letters to the child. 

May we hear from you? The JAMCRF program saves children, 
but it also provides Americans with a positive , beautiful way 
of helping make the world a better place to be . H ave you a 
better place to invest - a place that buys so much for so little? 
God Bless you this Thanksgiving season! 

YES, Baxter , I believe in the kind of work you are trying to accomplish and want to help! 

JOHN ABRAHAM MEMORIAL 
CHRISTIAN RELIEF FUND 
BOX 30007 
AMARILLO. TX 79120 

Enclosed is$. _ _______ _ 0 Use it anywhere it is needed. 

[J I want to use it for emergency aid such as the Afghan refugees. 

[J I want to support a child on a sustained basis at $22.00 per month. (I understand I can quit at 
any time.) Please send me the picture anc.l data. 

U I want to educate _____ African children at $1.00 per month each. 

;;1 ~~~ 
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EMPTY CATHEDRALS (3) 

(Continued from page 7) 

learning, no recognition and certifica
tion of satisfactory completion of study) 
demonstrates the congregation is not 
really serious about Bible instruction but 
probably more interested in how many 
can be assembled at one' time on one 
day of the week for one class of forty
five minutes duration. 

These conclusions are tentative until 
such time when much more data is 
available, but for the present they ap
pear to be unavoidable. A casual ob
server may tour most any American city 
and view the empty, idle church build
ings and the hundreds of acres of hard 
surfaced parking lots that serve no use
ful purpose ninety-eight percent of the 
time. A sincere Christian cannot over
look the fact that "The God that made 
the world and all things therein, He 
being Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is he served by men's 
hands, as though he needed anything 
... Being then the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is 

like unto gold, or silver or stone, graven 
by art and device of man." (End of 
series.) 

5110 Catskill Drive, Wichita Falls, TX 
76310 

THE ART OF TALKiNG IN MARRIAGE 

(Continued from page 9) 

the fulfillment of sexual desire as 
well as other purposes. To this 
writer, sexual intercourse with his 
wife is a "celebration of Jove." No 
more intimate moment exists and 
talk nearly always accompanies 
the celebration. 

7. Pray Together. Not just once, but 
several times each day. Actually 
pray for better communication 
techniques in talking and God will 
answer your prayers. 

In summary, effective communication 
is characterized by the application of 
basic principles and common sense 
openness. When those principles are 
applied and the suggestions presented 
followed, your marriage will bud, bios-

~------------------------------------------------------~ 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
BILL HAMRICK 
918-428-2557 

or 
918-583-6992 
(After Hours) 

CONTACT 

P.O. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

DAVID P. BROWN 
918-428-2557 

or 
918-583-6992 
(After Hours) 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

som and bloom into full maturity. May 
God bless you as you walk and talk 
together down the road of life. 

INOL17DIIl YOUR ZIP CODID 

When you send In a Ust of new aublcrlp
tlona to the II'IJI'ID ll'o'lllldatloza. please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Oo4e number 
after the city and state. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY G(EN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll· 
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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want to get out of debt? 
Do you have t oo much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you li~e to liquidate all your debts, 
have a Large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

fflten Pel Ul/6 ~~~,-~I rwou 
CiJfe ~fieclali:fe in fi>'ieache'i~ 

Call Ted Monroe 
( 806 )744-3485 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

8.95 

Harding Lectures 
1982 

Finn Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Ha1·ding Lect·w·es, 
1982 @ $8.95 each plus 80¢ postage and handling, 
(Texas r esident add 40¢ sale tax.) 

Name ----------

Address 

City __ _ State. ___ .Zip __ _ 
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ARE YOU A FUTURE ELDER 
OR DEACON? 

By James D. Cox, Elder 
The formal training of elders and dea

cons has been neglected in th e brother
hood. The church has leaned heavily 
upon the individual effort· and initiative 
of these men to learn to lead and teach. 
Preacher schoo ls and Christ ian colleges 
have helped take care of the shortage 
of preachers, but what efforts are being 
given toward t ra ining elders and dea
cons? 

The Southern California School of 
Evangelism has been active in this fie ld 
for the past five years. From almost 
every state in the Union and several 
foreign co untries have come applica
tions to take th e course by correspon
dence. M any have completed it w ith a 
high score and are destined to become 
more dynamic as leaders and help ush
er in a new age of high commi tment 
in the church. 

Some congregations are without eld
ers an d deacons. Others have just a few 
who are not taking hold. Since most 
church leaders must work for a livi ng, 
and do not have the t ime nor the money 
to attend a formal class, we are offering 
a free training program for them. This 
grass-roots movement has proven i tself 
wi th hundreds who have enrolled. 

For information write me-17531 
Leafwood La., justin, Ca. 92680. 

----o---

Jim Hollingsworth, 5600 Carriage Hills 
Dr .. Mon tgomery, AL 36111: The elders 
of the Highland church at Carriage Hills, 

Progress in Nova Scotia 

Restoration of the lord's church in the Canadian Province of Nova Scotia at Kent
ville was begun approximately three years ago under the leadership of Brian Garnett 
(back row, 2nd from left) and the oversight of the Central church in Cleburne, 
Texas. Pictured above is the congregation meeting in Kentville now. The Central 
church is currently raising funds to provide this congregation with a permanent 
meeting house. 

Montgomery, Alabama, have announced 
a special six-hour program of worship, 
classes and Fellowship during "Family 
Day 82," Nov. 7. joe Beam, m in ister of 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

the Highland congregation, w ill preach 
at the 10:15 a.m. worship servi ce. For
mer members are especially encouraged 
to attend. 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves t ime. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $1 3.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 1 0 Austin. Texas 7876 7 



A GREAT MIAMI MISSION 

On September 1, 1982, I with with 
my family moved to Miami, Florida, fo r 
me to serve as president of Atlanti c 
Christian Schools, Inc. 

The six schools I oversee are in the 
midst of over four million souls, most 
of whom are not Christians. We are 
teaching 4,000 hours of Bible weekly to 
800 students with 80% of them non
Christians. M iami is virtually a fore ign 
mission field which has migrated to our 
shores. 

We have the opportunity right now to 
establish a branch of Atlantic Christ ian 
Schools in Sao Paulo, Brazil, a city of 
ten million souls! With your prayers and 
support and the Lord's b lessing we w ill 
do it! 

Brethren, the responsibility of the 
unique mission field of M iami should be 
on the hearts of every child of God. Pray 
for our effo rts; join an outreach group 
during spring break or the summer, join 
our faculty at Atlantic Christian School ; 
move to Miami and assist one of the 
churches in outreach; help us financiall y 
to build a Christian school in Sao Paulo 

Brazil! We need your help!-Dr. Rex 
Moorer, President, P. 0. Box 650519, 
Miami, FL 33165 

----<>-

Hulen l. Jackson, 215· McMurry, Dun
canvi ll e, Texas: In October we were in 
meetings in Greenvi lle, Ala., and in 
Brandon, Florida. In November we wi ll 
be with the churches in Yucca Vall ey 
and Carpineteria, Cal if. Duncanville 
church continues to boom with Charles 
Hodge preaching. 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

J uly 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd .. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

r·-·-·-·-·-·---·----cu-SHi~i~R~~:~---·-· 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phone 81 7-645·9208 I • ·-·-·-..-.'11-D_Q __ O_U_ U_I_IJ_ Q_II_I_O_~~~··-a-0~11-11-~1· 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 
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• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.Box iBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

How many re ligious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe ta? 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The AffUiated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE, TX. 
(So. Hille) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robbins Rd.) 

CHANNAHON, IL 

CLEVELAND, OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(South) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(Weal Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI. 
(Franklin St.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

H OUSTON, TX. 
(Northolde) 

H OUSTON, TX. 
(North Wayolde) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth St.) 

DALLAS, TX. 
(Maraallo) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI, AK. 
(Nikllkl) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
(Seven Hilla) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northeaot) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tatum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 
(Carver VIllage) 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Southolde) 

SUN CITY, AZ. 

TEMPE, AZ. 

TROY, TN. 

TUSCON, AZ. 
(Minion Valley) 

VERO BEACH, FL 

VERONA, MS. 

WARREN, PA. 

WICHITA, KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON·SALEM, N.C. 
(Caolle Hel ghto) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Afflliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell • P.O. Box 7648 

Amaril lo, Texas 79109-0648 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
~~~~:~i. Blonde church pews, 12' long. Phone 915/ 

Advertising in thfs section $1.50 per line. Designed especiaU,. to accommodate congregations 
advertisin~r meetin~r places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foaudatloa 
tries to screea advert181Dg, and wiD not 
kDowlugly take quelltlouable advertblllc. 
But lt Ill the reader's reQoDalblUQ' to ID• 
vestlgate. Like aD7 other paper, we •ome
tlm.es DDwfttfDgiT l'1lD QD UDWOI'th7' Ad. 
All the old sayiDg goes, before }'OU IDvest. 
tuvesUa-ater BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL'STUDIES 
Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director · 
(808) 9~d-5800_, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co S0227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXA.S 
Southside Church of Christ lo05 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P."M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHA.TBA.M, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2"01-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.SKA - A.NOHORA.GE OBUROB OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or ·friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchornge, Alasb 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 

BA. Y AREA. SOHOOL OF PREA.OBING 
11800 Dublba Roid 

Pleaaalifou, CDUfoi'Dia 94508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON -ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chureh of ChrisE, 4647 l1auaal8. lfcl., Kapaa, Hawaii 
06746. 

LOS ANGELES, .CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Lewis Frisby, '714-622-2586; 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE--241 Center St., V-.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CRUROH OF OHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l'are staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
rita. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/448-3567." 
ftTT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79!l-2l!t1, 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of. Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro· 
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church buildin~. needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street, Mel
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desireable. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 

. Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or write, 
Larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
VISITING NEW YORK CITYl Want to stay in a Christian 
Homel Women or Married Couples. Write: P.O. Box 
863, F.D.R. Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10150 or Telephone: 
212 249-5619. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorgDD Ave.. 
u.s. 460 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'J"''
S27'1. Hobby Wade, Min. 47'0-40GO. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
1215, SEWARD, AK 99664. 
\'lJ~IA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
Bible Call tape playing equipment for sale. 214-
938-4422, P.O. Box 454, Marshall, TX 75670. 
PREACHER WANTED: The congregation of Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin is seeking a mature, evangelistic, 
Gospel oriented, preacher for full time work. Have 
partial support. If interested write- Church of Christ
Wissota P.O. Box 336-Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 or 
call John, 715-723-5952 or 715-832-9630, Tony. 
Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10°F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-10°F and +250°F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
Full time preacher needed. Good building and class
rooms, nice 2 bedroom home, pop. 10,000. Salary ne
gotiable. 160 members. Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618, Phone (209) 591-0172 or 
(209) 638-4423. 
The Waldron, AR. Church of Christ is seeking a full
time preacher. If interested call (501) 637-2775 or 
(501) 637-3414. 
Applications being accepted for position as Camp 
Director at Camp Blue Haven. las Vegas, NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Exter, Box 456, Olton, TX 79064. 
Windsong, a retirement home project for elderly Chris
tians, Is in need of fairly short term funding. We are 
California State nonprofit registered, located in Sacra
mento County. A piece of very good property has had 
the note renewed and the interest rates have "eaten 
us alive." The last two times were 22% and 20Y2% 
respectively. The property is now in escrow and we 
need an extension of time to complete the sale. Any
one with funds available to help please contact lm
mediatel)': 

Thomas E. Spencer, President of Board 
10341 Walnut Ave. 
Galt, Ca. 95632 
1-209-7 45-2004 

I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893-5852. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (nightfweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
SOUND GOSPEL PREACRER is seeking to relocate in 
central Oklahoma. Write Troy A, Yandell, Box 65, 
Farris, OK 74542. 

PRISON WORK IN FLORIDA 
If opportunities determine one's call 

ing, then the Lake Butler Church of 
Christ, in Lake Butler, Fla., has been 
"called" to take the gospel to those who 
are in prison. Within eight miles of 
this small town are three major state 
prisons with a total inmate population of 
6,000 men. Extend the radius to 60 
miles from Lake Butler and there are 
another six state prisons and several 
county jails. Throughout the ~tate of 
Florida there is a total of 20,600 inmates! 

Because of our unique situation and 
the great need to reach the inmate 
population with the truth, Lake Butler 
has been on the cutting edge of prison 
eva·ngelism. With the help of supporting 
congregations and individuals, they 
have been sponsoring Gary Wyder as a 
full-time prison minister. 

As we envision an organized effort to 
minister to the souls in prison, we see 
this phase of the prison work: 

Gary will spend the major part of 
his time teaching and counseling in the 
prisons in the immediate area. This area 
has the densest population of prisoners 
who are sent here from all over the 
state. We have a small group _meeting 
in one of the major prisons, ahf;) our 
goal is to have a congregation in·.::aiJ of 
the institutions. 

For information write to: Prison 
Ministry, Lake Butler Church of Christ, 
435 N. W. Second St., Lake Butler, FL 
32054. 

THANKSGIVING YOUTH FESTIVAL 
NOVEMBER 26-28 AT 

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 
''Run to Win" is the theme for the 

12th Annual Thanksgiving Youth Festi
val scheduled November 26-28 at Pep
perdine University. 

Matt Corbin of Stockton, Calif., Steve 
and joann North of Madison, Tenn., and 
David Davenport, minister o.f the Uni
versity Church at Pepperdine, are fea
tured speakers. 

For more information, contact Don 
Williams at (213) 456-4385 or Kanet 
Thomas at (213) 456-4270. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 

Alfred Lee. Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 626-7716 
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LET'S TEAM UP 
TO SPREAD 
GOD'S t~ LIFI 

WORD 

I 

AT THE 1984 WORLD'S FAIR! 
More than 2 million guests were touched by His message. 

Over 100,000 visitors asked to learn more about the Churches 
of Christ.. .and our Savior. And thousands are now engaged in 
active Bible studies. 

The 1982 World's Fair in Knoxvil le gave the Churches of 
Christ a tremendous opportunity to spread God's Word 
throughout the world. Working together, we shared the Good 
News from coast to coast ... and from country to country. 

And now we're presented with yet another opportunity to 
share God's love. 

New Orleans will host the next great World's Fair in 1984. 
The Churches of Christ already are preparing for this exciting 
new evangel istic opportunity. 

World's Fair leadership has been given to the elders of the 
Crowder Boulevard Church of Christ in New Orleans. A 
central exh ibit site has been selected. Themes are being 
developed. Plans are under way. 

But, to continue our success, we need the combined 

support of our entire membership. We need ... 
• Your prayers for success 
• Your contributions to launch the 1984 Exhibit Ministry 
• Your budget commitment for 1983 
• Your volunteer effort in the zip code follow- up program 

The Churches of Christ can be even more successful at the 
next World's Fair. We can reach more lost souls ... distribute 
more essential literature ... and show God's love to more Fair 
visitors. 

Your support will make this ministry a success. So let's join 
together in spreading God's Word ... at the 1984 World 's Fair! 

Please send contributions and zip code area commitments to: 
1984 Churches of Christ Exhibit Ministry 
c/o Elders 
Crowder Blvd. Church of Christ 
7301 Crowder Blvd. 
New Orleans, La. 70127 

Pictured at the Churches of Christ exhibit at The 1982 World's Fair (left to right): Lester Balcom and Warren Casey, elders, Crowder Blvd. Church of Christ. New 
Orleans; Charles Smith, John Brown and Tom Hill, elders, Laurel Church of Christ, Knoxville: AI Behel, program and exhibit dlfector. and Laurel's mmtster: Herb 
Byrd, chatrman, literature committee, and Laurel's education director; and Harley Walker, admin. co-ordmator. Churches of Christ exhibtl. 
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ONE OF THE CONGREGATIONS IN NAIROBI, KENYA is 
typical of the congregations in the great cities throughout the 
world. Most have come in from smaller villages or from the 
country, and most get lost as soon as they reach tho city
just as they do in the United States. Sarge Hemphill, Mi~
sionary in Kenya, addresses the problem on Page 9 of th1s 
issue. 

Austin, Texas, November 23, 1982 
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Thanksgiving 

We have t raveled the worl d enough to be more 
thankfu l t han most t hat Ameri ca is our native land. 
Every American should make at least one trip outside 
the country so he can appreciate being an American. 
You don't get fifty yards over the line until you know 
you are in foreign territory. Among the ten thousand 
things for w hich we are t hankful are the b lessings of 
religious liberty and the inf luence of the Bible upon the 
land and its peop le. It is f itting that we observe a peri
od of thanksgiving. 

We have been fo rtunate to be born in the West. Most 
of the eastern world is still heathen. The influence of 
the Bible on the western world has made all the differ
ence. The abo lit ion of slavery and the liberat ion of 
womanhood has been exceedingly slow in that part of 
the world w here the influence of Jesus has not been felt. 
Even t he Israeli te culture of the ancient past has had a 
great influence upon western society. The teachings of 
j esus sin"ce the first century have moulded and shaped 
the cu ltu re of the West into a different world. Despite 
the b loody history of Europe in the intervening cen
tu ries, the inf luence of the Scri ptures shines through 
li ke the sun th rough broken clouds. 

Out of that background came those who peopled this 
land and founded this government under wh ich we live. 
As they hammered out t he constitution the Bib le was 
ever in their minds. They used churches for signal 
towers, and as assembly halls for patriots. There seemed 
to be an unseen fo rce for protection for the infant na
tion as it lay in a crude manger in a w ilderness stab le. 
Declaring a week of thanksgiving was the natural thing 
to do. 

As the nation grew it wrote the word of God into its 
constitution, and inscribed the name of God on its 
coins. It quoted the Scriptures in t he halls of congress 
and inscri bed them on the tombs of its dead. " In God 
we trust" became the motto of the land. It became the 
staff of a nation as i t, Moses like, "went out, not know
ing w hither i t went" to conquer a w ilderness, or as it 
suffered through the sadness of a civi l war. Benjamin 
Franklin said it w ell when he addressed the Continental 
congress, saying " If a sparrow cannot fa ll to the ground 
without our Heavenly Father's care, how can an empire 
rise w ithout his aid?" 

We are deeply grateful that we were born in such a 
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land, rather than in some other. Though t imes have 
changed we do not doubt at all that the influence of 
the Bible is greater in the land today than at any previ
ous time. Nor do we expect it to diminish in influence 
in the future. Tbe Bib le is still t he basic law of the land. 

The superiority of the American form of government 
over all the other governments of the world and of h is
tory lies so lely in t he extent to which the Bible is inter
woven into i ts laws. It would improve the worth of any 
government to increase its interactment w ith Scripture, 
and it will impoverish any government, including ours, 
to strike from its statutes principles that are inherent in 
the Scriptures. We are thankfu l to live under a f lag 
stripped with parallels of holy wisdom and star studded 
w ith shafts of divine justice. 

It is to our shame that the number of Americans af
filiated w ith rel igious institutions of all kinds fell sub
stantially behind the national population growth during 
the decade between the last two censuses. In our 
opinion it was this one factor more than any other that 
is responsible for our present problems. To the extent 
that a nation forgets God it wi ll degenerate. W hen we 
w ill not retain God in our knowledge God gives us over 
to reprobate minds to do that wh ich is unseeming in 
the flesh. Where are the prophets that wi ll call us to 
repentance? 

If nations of the world ever beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks it w il l 
be when some nation shall , under God, lead them in 
paths of peace. Let us be that nation. We are thankful 
that we have that capacity. With the law of God written 
in our hearts as well as upon our statute books, we can 
do i t. There is a pure and holy idea of the brotherhood 
of men running th rough the Bib le, and a nation w ith the 
Bible may, possibly, induce the lion and the lamb to lie 
down together. There is little hope for that accomplish
ment from any other source . 

So, let us bare and bow our heads. And let us accept 
with humi lity the task that grace has given us. God has 
been exceedingly good to th is nation and we must 
never forget it. Our fields have brought forth plenti 
fully, our children are able to dwell in peace and our 
wealth has multiplied. With souls f illed with thanks
giving and hearts fu ll of prai se let us give to the God of 
grace and glory the thanks so justly due him. Despite 
all our problems, Lord, we are thankful that things are 
as we ll w ith us as they are. 
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Needed: Possibility Thinkers 
GLENN RANDOLPH 

<:>ne of the greatest needs in the church today is for Chris
tians to be strong, possibility thinkers, especially adults. We 
need to think big, plan big and launch out into the deep! 
This is what Jesus required of those who would be fishers of 
men. He still requires the same of us today. 
. But presently I sense an "I Can't" 11We Can't," syndrome 
m the church. Every time we begin talking about "launching 
out by faith," the Devil sends his advocates into our business 
meetings, planning sessions, etc. with his message of gloom 
and negativism. Arguments such as, ''It costs too much," "It 
won't work," "We're too small," "The time isn't right," 
"We've never done it like this before," and on we go with 
excuses as to why we shouldn't do greater works for God. 
Naturally we must set realistic goals because misdirected en
thusiasm is as dangerous as no enthusiasm at all. But it seems 
to me that Phil. 4:13, 4:19; I jn. 4:4, 5:4; Rom. 8:28, 8:31 
are to be just as much a part of our planning as in our own 
abilities, and even more so. What is faith anyway? If we can 
accomplish everything on our own resources then where 
does this leave God to work in our lives? 

You're probably thinking right now that I'm being too 
idealistic. Or, that you just can't be a possibility thinker 
especially during such an economic crunch as we're in. Non~ 
sense! Times have been much worse than the doomsdayers 
are now predicting for us. And in reality, God has worked 
some of his greatest feats through adversity. Proverbs 23:7 is 
as true today as it has ever been! 

We need to start looking on the positive side of every 
issue. For instance when you hear a weather report which 
contains a 50% chance of rain, that also entails a SO% 
chance of sunshine. With 10% unemployment we have 90% 
of our people working! I'd take a 90 on any test score as 
complicated as our economy, wouldn't you? Be bold enough 
to say as did George Bernard Shaw, "Some men see things 
as they are and ask why? Others dream of things that never 
were and ask, why not?" 

Not too many years ago I saw a program on TV entitled, 
"They Said It Couldn't Be Done." This program depicted 
great feats such as the building of the Panama Canal, Lincoln 
Tunnel, The Golden Gate Bridge, Mt. Rushmore, etc. In each 
case the critics were standing by saying, "It can't be done." 
The possibility thinkers were not convinced, just as joshua 
and Caleb were not convinced by the ten negative spies. By 
the way, can any of you recall the names of those ten spies? 
joshua and Caleb are familiar to all of us and. are all but 
household words, simply because they were possibility think
ers who believed in God. Walt Disney's brother once told 
him that he would never amount to a hill of beans with all 
his optimism and silly ideas. Do any of you know what Walt's 
brother's name was? About the only thing we know about 
him is that he wound up working for Walt. How typical! 

I once heard of a man in the church who could very well 
have been named, "Killjoy" because of his negative outlook. 
The church where he worshipped was growing and decided 
they needed to build a new church buiding. Of course he 
said, "You can't find the land." They found the land. Then 
he said, "I don't think you can raise the money." They raised 

the money. After they acquired the money, he said, "Well, 1 
don't think you can build the building." They did so only to 
hear him say, "You can't fill it up." They filled it up and kept 
on growing, and much like he had previously done said 
finally, "Well, I betcha can't do it again!" 

Today's economy is an excellent scapegoat for our fears 
and lack of faith. Sure, times are bad, but is faith only for the 
good times? God's po~er is not limited by poverty and 
neither is it enhanced by prosperity. When we walk by faith, 
we defy the odds, right? Moses did! 

We erect mental roadblocks and then "react" to these 
barriers in a negative way. For instance, shortly after the four
minute mile was broken for the first time, it was broken 
several times within the next few months by other runners. 
Why? Simply because someone showed them that it could be 
done. I recall those who said we'd never put a man on the 
moon, but that has since become reality several times. We 
must not let negative people steal our dreams, wreck our 
hopes and throw cold water on great projects. Any dead fish 
can float downstream! 

We must employ vision, optimism, courage, fearlessness 
and yes, the willingness to take a chance. The fear of failure 
must not rob us of accomplishment. Babe Ruth was the 
homerun "king" until Hank Aaron broke his record. But did 
you know that Babe Ruth struck out more times than anyone 
in baseball? 1330 times he went down swinging, but those 
failures didn't count! He wasn't/ afraid of striking out, and 
because of it became the great slugger that he was. Why 
can't we learn a lesson from this? And who can forget the 
number of times Abe Lincoln failed in his career before 
winning the office of President? It is said that Edison at
tempted the light bulb approximately 10,000 times before 
succeeding in getting it to burn, and upon being asked about 
his failures, replied, "I just found 10,000 ways that it 
wouldn't work." Without men like him we'd all be sitting in 
the dark. 

One of the obvious reasons why we don't think bigger is 
that we'd have to act bigger. This requires greater maturity 
and commitment. And, since we are basically resistant to 
change, we don't want to set greater goals because then 
we'd have to put out actions, money, energy, etc. where our 
mouths have committed us. We criticize those in the de
nominational world for teaching "faith only," and rightly so 
because that is a false doctrine. But, in reality, while they 
are teaching it we practice it. Brethren, these things ought 
no so to be! 

In Ephesians 3:20 ~aul said that our God was able to do ex
ceedingly, abundantly above all that we ask or think. If he 
is willing, surely he will. The missing link is ·with us, and it 
starts with our thinking. Many great projects are nipped in 
the bud by little-thinking people. As result, many souls 
are being lost. How sad! 

Let me leave you with one thought that I hope will stimu
late your thinking to a great degree. "A man is like a thumb
tack, if pointed in the right direction and pushed hard 
enough, he can go as far as his head will let him." 

Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99540 
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Amazing Grace 
DAMORIS WHITWORTH 

We are not loved, accepted and saved by God because 
we are basically good people with "just a few rough edges." 
Neither are we saved because we have perfect faith, the right 
amount of love, a total understanding of grace, or are able 
to contemplate fully the cross. 

Many non-Christians today won't respond to the gospel 
because they think that they are not good enough. Many 
Christians are impotent and unproductive because they op
erate on the level of guilt and fear. They focus on "their 
imperfections" and how inadequate they are instead of how 
perfectly adequate Christ is. To fail to see this is to miss 
grace and the freedom it offers. 

To see myself as I really am, struggling with sin every day. 
Falling short of the mark in all areas. To see this, and to know 
that I am loved and accepted by God "in my struggles" so 
that I can overcome, is to begin to comprehend grace. When 
I feel loved and accepted by God because of my response 
to him I miss the message of grace. My servanthood is a re
sponse to grace and never merits it. 

God extends grace to me because he is God. I do good 
works because I am a Christian, not to become one. It is 
grace that has freed me to do this. My service will be a ma
turing process. As I understand God's grace more fully, the 
love of Christ will compel me. 

I may serve Christ today where I am, sometimes selfish, 
self-centered, immature in my practice of love, proud, self
righteous, sometimes a stumbling-block. With so many short
comings it is hard to comprehend that God's grace allows me 
to be in his family and to serve him. It is overwhelming that 
God's grace bids me come in the face of so much failure! Is 
this failure not the reason why I need a Saviour? Is this not 
why Jesus died? Only when I saw my guilt, and accepted it, 
did I hunger for a deeper knowledge of God's grace. 

Through the precious word of God I heard the voice of 
Jesus say, "I know you are guilty. If you were innocent, I 
wouldn't have had to pay your penalty. There would have 
been no cross. I know all about your sin and failure. I know 
the sins you have confessed and I know the ones you aren't 
even aware of. If you will follow me with your weaknesses, I 
will change you. You may not have heard or understood, but 
my strength is made perfect in weakness that is confessed 
and surrended to me. I don't need you to be good enough, 
just to see that you aren't, so you will realize your need and 
accept the gift of my love. If you are willing, the power of 
this love will create a new heart in you. I offer you the same 
resurrection power that raised Jesus from death to life to 
help you in your daily walk. You will never be free to serve 
and follow me without understanding the gift and benefits 
of grace. Believe them. 

I offer grace to you because it is my nature as God. This 
grace is offered to you freely. I know your guilt but am willing 
to forgive and accept you as you are now. I am willing to do 
this because of my Son Jesus. He has paid the penalty for 
all sin, past, present, and future. Accept his payment and pick 
up your cross. I alone, know your potential in Christ and 
promise to change you if you will trust and follow me. 

I am not loving you and accepting you because you are 
good enough. Instead, by my grace I am offering love, ac-
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ceptance, and forgiveness, so you may be able to love and 
accept yourself. If you fail to understand my grace for your
self, you won't be merciful towards others. Just as I, the 
Lord your God, accept you today, you must accept others. I 
am willing to love and accept them as my children, and this 
Jove and acceptance can be manifested to them through my 
human vessels. Acceptance, love and mercy from you will 
help others to realize the operation of my grace in their 
Jives. If you believe and accept grace, you won't be harsh 
and condemning to yourself or to your neighbor as it is by 
grace "you" have been saved through faith. 

Keep your eyes fixed upon jesus. He alone is the author 
and perfecter of your faith. 

I am a merciful, compassionate God and know you can't 
change your own heart or produce the changes that are 
necessary for you to be made holy. Come to me and walk 
with me today, just as you are. Receive my grace and I will 
change you. If you fail to receive my grace and the peace it 
affords, you will be frustrated in your attempts to love your
self or others. You will be trapped by guilt and burdened 
down. Allow others the freedom that grace has given you. 
Let them Jay down their Jives as they understand and re
spond to Christ. Encourage them, love them, pray for them 
but don't pressure, force, or manipulate them into a response. 
Remember, their response is to jesus and his grace. I am 
God and I allowed you freedom of choice. I revealed myself 
to you through my word, through crea~ion and through the 
blessing of other Christians. I laid down my life for you. You 
must lay down your life for others. I love you and acted in 
your best interest when you didn't know or love me. This is 
my nature. I told you about my Father's house and the bless
ings you would have as his child, on earth, and through all 
eternity. I revealed myself in love, and gave you the freedom 
to choose. I am not willing that even one should perish. I 
have given all to save anyone who will be saved. Remember, 
you are not responsible for changing people. I am! If you will 
share your life by laying it down I will work through you, but 
it is only I, the Lord, that can produce change. Learn to love 
others for their uniqueness and for the blessing of their very 
lives. Appreciate and accept them where they are. Love them. 
I want to reach into the heart of humanity where it is really 
hurting. You can be a vessel for me to pour out the love of 
Jesus into others if you are willing. 

Accept others in whatever state you find them no matter 
how imperfect they are. Be steadfast and bear with them. 
This is what I did for you and continue to do for you "in 
Christ." Walk in the light and the blood of Christ will con
tinually cleanse you from all unrighteousness. 

You were not saved because you were perfect. You were 
perfectly saved! Perfect salvation means the freedom to walk 
with Christ, and through him to become everything that I 
desire you to be. Without him, you can do nothing. 

Practice losing yourself for other people. Offer them the 
gift of yourself without fearing rejection. You will sometimes 
experience it. Be free from the fear of it. Learn to lose your 
life for others that I your Lord may give it back to you. 1 have 
the power and the love to heal your brokenness and make 
you fit for my service. Be not afraid, I have promised to be 
with you always, even to the end. I will free you from the 
prison and bondage of self. Your life is my gift to you and 
your gift to other people. I will teach you to love, accept, 
be patient and forgiving to yourself and to others. 

Come, walk with me today. I love you." 
Oakridge Church, Vancouver, WA 
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DENNIS CRAWFORD 

A man obviously in need of help poked his head into the 
preacher's study. He looked as if he'd been sleeping on a 
park bench for at least a week. 

"Come on in," the preacher said. 
As he sheepishly sat down in a chair, the preacher 

flared his nostrils from the stink that had followed the poor 
guy in. 

"Reverend, I'm all messed up," he said in a blurt. 
The preacher shook his head as he said, "Not 'reverend,' 

'mister' if you will-but don't call me "reverend.' You see the 
Bible says' ... holy and reverend is his name' in Psalm 111:9. 
Many people in the denominational world call men reverend 
because they love the title. It was one with no less authority 
than jesus who renounced titles when he said, 'And call no 
man father upon the earth: for one is your father who is in 
heaven.'" 

The poor man squirmed and cleared his throat. "\.Veil ... 
I ... uh ... I need some help with myself See Pastor, 1-" 

"I'm not a pastor either No, I'm an evangelist, preacher, 
teacher, or Christian but not· a pastor." The preacher didn't 
realize it but he had raised his voice to just under pulpit 
volume. "You see, the New Testament in Philippians 1:1 says, 
'to the overseers and deacons . . .' The qualifications of a 
pastor or overseer-the Greek word is POIMEN-are found 
in I Timothy 3 and Titus 1. The prepoderance of New Testa
ment evidence points to the fact that there was a plurality of 
pastors or overseers in the first century. Personally," the 
preacher finished with a wide smile, "I prefer to be called 
an evangelist." 

"I'm sorry. I really am. I didn't know about all that." The 
man's face twisted as he tried to get back to the reason he 
had come in. "Listen, I just need to know what to do to join 
your church. I really believe in Jesus Christ and I want to 
receive him as my savior. If I can just-." 

"Just a second." The preacher leveled his gaze into the 
visitor's eyes as he spoke. "You say you want to join my 
church? I assure you, you wouldn't want to be a member of 
my church if I had one, which, in fact I don't. Let me ask 
you-did I die for the church? Did I promise to build the 
church? Is the church called by my name?" 

"Well I'm not sure what you-" The man started. He 
couldn't finish his statement because the preacher was get
ting into a kind of rhythm. He was unable to stop asking 
questions. 

"Did I promise to come back and receive my church? Well, 
I'll tell you the answer to each of these questions is an 
emphatic No!" He relaxed then and leaned back in his chair. 

With measured cadence the preacher continued. "No
the church belongs to Christ-not me. Jesus said in Matthew 

16:18 'Upon this rock I will build my church ... ' Romans 
16:16 says 'The churches of Christ salute you.' Don't you 
see? The church doesn't belong to people. It belongs to the 
lord." 

The man tried to interrupt. "I'm not sure-." 
"Furthermore," the peacher said as he looked over the top 

of his glasses. "You can't join my church ... uh, of course I 
mean the church, anyway. The Bible is very clear. It points 
out that penitent believers are added to the church when we 
are immersed into Christ for the remission of sins." 

The preacher flipped his large study Bible around so the 
poor man could look at it. "Here, look up Acts 2:47 and see 
for yourself. Look and see. It says 'The lord added.' Read it 
yourself. 'The lord added ... ' " 

The man hadn't any idea where Acts was in that big black 
book. He was embarrassed, frustrated and angry, all at the 
same time. What he really wanted to do was pick up the book 
and throw it at the preacher. 

But he didn't. Instead he started over-speaking slowly. 
"look I'm sick. Not my body, but way down inside. I need 

lotsa help. My mother was a real good woman, see? I go to 
Sunday school with her-O.K.? She tells me about him
you know-Jesus-well, 1-1 went way off the path-real 
bad-but I know where the answer to this mess is-It's Jesus, 
right? I hear answers is what he's got-you know-what he's 
all about. So if you could help me, I'd really thank you alot. 
I want to know how to receive Christ." 

The preacher rolled his eyes toward heaven as if to ask 
for a special measure of patience. 

"Receive Christ. Receive Christ! That sounds just like a Bap
tist. Was your mother a Baptist? let's get this straight. You 
don't recieve Christ. You're baptized into him." 

By now the preacher had assumed his resonant pulpit 
voice and was looking over the visior's head as if he was 
preaching to the balcony. 

"Why, the Bible says we are baptized into Christ, don't 
you see? Yes, the inspired apostle Paul said in his letter to the 
Galatian Christians 'For as many of you as have been bap
tized into Christ have put on Christ.'" 

The preacher's voice trailed off when he looked down and 
noticed the man had left. His office door had just clicked 
shut. 

"Just as 1 thought." Now he was talking to himself. "How 
well the lord said, 'Having ears they do not hear.' No, if they 
won't hear, 1 can't help it. Yes, as I was telling them at the 
preacher's luncheon the other day-1 said 'People just don't 
want to hear the Gospel anymore.' " 

1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 72712 
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Plurality of Elders: Some Implications 
JAM ES E . H OWARD 

About A.D. 117 Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, was on his 
way to Rome to be martyred. As he traveled he wr~te seven 
letters to churches located in As ia Minor. These ep1stles te ll 
us much about the organizati on, worsh ip and li fe of the 
ch urch shortly after the turn of the fi rst centu ry. 

One of the most in teresting concepts espoused by Ig
natius was that of the " monarchical b ishop." Many scholars 
bel ieve that Ignatius was promoting someth ing not yet a w ide
spread practice, namely the exa lting of one bishop in .each 
community or congregation to a position of authority h1gher 
than that of the other elders. This "monarchical b ishop" was, 
according to Ignatius, to be endowed with such authority that 
neither baptism nor the Lord's Supper could be observed 
without his presence (Smyrn. 8:2). He was to pres ide "in the 
place of God" (Magn. 6:1 ). . . 

What we see here is not only the f1rst step m an or
ganizational apostasy which fi nal ly culminated in the Roman 
papacy but also the human procl ivity to exalt one man to a 
posi tion of dominance in any organizational structure. In the 
religious sphere this tendency is seen in the denominational 
structure where the "pastor" becomes the focal point of every 
aspect of the church's l ife. The power and central ity of the 
"pastor" have been evide~ced by1 the ma_ior divisions in the 
denominational -group w h1ch have occasionally taken place 
following the death or displacement of the "pastor." 

Such was not God's plan. It seems clear from the New 
Testament that the divine purpose was that the church in any 
one place be overseen by a plu rali ty of elders. Titus was left 
in Crete 'by the apostle Paul "to appoint elders in every town 
as 1 directed you." On his fi rst missionary journey Paul with 
Barnabas "appointed elders for them in every church" and 
on his thi rd jou rn ey, apparent ly to save ti me, the apostl e 
from Miletus "sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of 
the church." One w ho is sick is admonished to "call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oi l in the name of the Lord." Emphasis on the 
plurality of elders seems clear. 

In the attempt to restore New Testament Christian ity this 
emphasis has been taken seriously, so seriously in fact that 
in most congregations an elder who f inds himself left alone 
because of the death or d isqual ificat ion of fel low elders 
usual ly res igns. 

Up to this point we've been consideri ng explicit teachings 
concern ing the plural ity of elders. What do you suppose were 
the principles or reasons behind the divine plan? We can 
bu t theorize. Any number of suggesti ons may be given. Per
haps the plural i ty concept was intended as a preventive of 
the "D iotrephes com plex" that is the desi re to put oneself 
fi rst. Certainly it must have something to do with the prin
cip le. Shared w isdom is the best wisdom. Over the years how 
many unwise proposals have been rejected by godly elder
ships whose combined judgment saw liabi lities or prob lems 
unseen by the individual? A very practica l reason for a 
plurality of elders m ight be the simple numerical burden of 
trying to keep watch over many souls in the average or 
above-average size congregation. 
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Lying behind most reasons that might be .give.n f~ r the 
plura li ty of elders is t he recogni tion that .God m h1s w1sdo~ 
and knowing human natu re foresaw the need for certam 
checks and balances and potential correct ives in the over
sight and governance of h is church-checks and balances not 
possible in a system of one-man dominance .. The. plural ity 
pri nciple implies that each elder has equal vo1ce w 1th every 
other elder and that the combined spiritual w isdom of these 
equal men w ill prove more beneficia l to th e church than 
would the w isdom of any single individual. 

While 1 bel ieve that most churches have been carefu l to 
keep "the letter of the law" as regards the external pattern, I 
see some threats or potential th reats to the plurality principle 
as the Lord intends that principle to funct ion in the local 
congregation : 

Wealth. Suppose that w hile most of the elders in a given 
church earn between fifteen and forty thousand dollars a 
year, one elder happens to be a multimi llionaire. Noting our 
American definition of success in terms of financial pros
perity, would it be possible for the other elders not to be in
timidated, threatened, or influenced by the one brother's 
wealth? 

Position. This can be a special problem in a small town 
that has one major em ploying institut ion, for example a 
manufacturing company or a college or university. If the 
president and the maintenance man of th e same institution 
were fe llow-elders, would i t be realist ic to thin k that both 
would have equal input into cont rovers ial decisions? If all 
the elders work for one elder, can he escape being placed 
in a dominant posi tion? 

Personality. Elders, being human, have different personal i
ties, some more dominant, some more recessive. Will the 
bishop of quiet and mi ld manner be given equal hearin g w ith 
the individual who is assertive an d captivating? 

Family. Suppose a small congregation has two elders. While 
one elder has only his im mediate fami ly of four members, 
the other elder has a large fam i ly w ith seve ral married chil
dren w ith thei r fami lies who all together make up a sub
stantial percentage of the congregation. How could the 
second elder be expected to be objective in applying church 
discipline involving some fami ly member? 

Obviously many of the problems suggested w ould be non
existent if every elder were to meet the qualifications of I 
Timothy 3 and Titus 1 . At the same time it needs to be recog
nized that becoming an elder does not totally do away wi th 
one's human nature and problems related to th at natu re. 
If any of the threa ts that have been mentioned or similar 
prob lems exist among elders in a congregation, w ise would 
be the elders who have the courage and th e love to face th e 
problem squarely and w i th the Lord's help dea l w ith it. And if 
no other solution could be found that would guard th e plu
ral ity principle, admirable indeed would be the elder w ho 
would be a big enough man w i ll ingly to step aside for the 
good of the body and because of his love for the Lord. 

111 07 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 
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Is Your Preaching Biblical? (1) 
NORMAN ·L. BALES 

Not long ago, I found myself involved in an informal con
versation with a group of preachers who were discussing 
preaching styles and pulpit emphasis. When a certain 
brother's name was mentioned one of the participants in the 
discussion commented, 11 l'm sorry to say that Brother X 
doesn't preach the Bible." I thought his remark was incor
rect. I have listened to several tapes of sermons delivered 
by the brother in question and he has impressed me as being 
thoroughly Biblical in his approach. 

When I reflected on our conversation sometime later, I 
began to realize that Christians sometimes hold different 
views concerning what is and what is not Bible preaching. I 
had always thought my own preaching was solidly based in 
the Word, yet not too long ago a well meaning brother sug
gested that I should do more in the way of undergirding my 
own material with scripture. How do we decide if our preach
ing is Biblical? When does a lesson become a secular speech? 
What standards are to be employed to measure the scriptural
ness of our homiletical efforts? 

Gauging Sermons by Restoration Leaders 
Some of our standards appear arbitrary and opinionated. 

While some brothers complain much about the failure of 
others to preach "the old Jerusalem gospel" they tend to -use 
human standards to make that judgment. Frequently, the 
styles of well kno~n late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century restoration personalities are set forth as the ap
propriate styles for preachers in the eighties. While we can all 
profit from the great voices of the past, the pioneers should 
not necessarily set the tone for our preaching today. We 
need to realize that we face some issues they never had to 
confront. 

Furthermore, we need to be careful about attaching the 
aura of infallibility to our pioneer preachers and writers. To 
accept their preaching styles, emphases and perceptions un
critically is to attach a sense of importance to these men 
which they themselves would have abhored. The contempo
rary preacher of the Word must be fiercely independent in 
his study of the scripture. The pioneers can help, but we run 
the danger of creedalism if we dogmatize their outlines, es
says and commentaries. 

The Prooftext. Measurement 
Many Christians assume that a sermon is Biblical if it's 

loaded with prooftexts. I've even heard Christians discuss 
how many references ought to be included in a lesson. The 
problem with prooftexting lies in the temptation to make the 
Bible say whatever the preacher wants it to say. You can 
generally find a verse that will sustain just about any view 
you want to propagate. Even the devil found prooftexting at
tractive. When he tempted Jesus, he found it advantageous to 
quote Psalm 91:11-12. He even preceded his taunt with, 11 1t 
is written." In my library, I have a book which is literally 
filled with scriptural documentation. An average page will 
contain nine or ten scripture references. The doctrine being 
taught is not Biblical doctrine, however. The book sets forth 
the claims of the group known as Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Extra-Biblical Quotations 
Sometimes brethren get upset because sermons contain 

quotations from extra-Biblical sources. It is implied that 
quoting writings from human sources invalidate one's claim 
to present a Biblical message. However, nearly all of us 
use human sources at one time or another. If you quote 
Arndt and Gingrich, Thayer or Webster, you're using a human 
source. We quote freely from our own scholars-Campbell, 
Lipscomb, H. leo Boles, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., and many others. 
Very few preachers are accused of preaching from "the 
works of men" when they quote Foy Wallace. For decades 
we have quoted Shakespeare, Milton, William Cullen Bryant 
and Robert Browning. They have written some of the most 
beautiful thoughts in the English language. Sometimes, they 
make some memorable observations concerning spiritual 
truths. Even so none of these people were part of our Res
toration heritage. 

We are really on very thin ground when we object to the 
use of extra-Biblical content in our sermons because every
thing in the sermon is extra-Biblical except the actual quota
tions from scripture. Sometimes I meet brethren who claim 
they don't believe in using commentaries. The person who 
refuses to read anyone else's comments about scripture ac
tually is saying that he believes only in his own commentary 
and he doesn't feel anyone else has enough sense to en
lighten him. 

The test of extra-Biblical material lies in its accuracy and its 
genuineness to what is being said.· Scholars in our brother
hood don't have a corner on brains and we aren't the only 
ones who ever studied the Bible. Why should we feel that 
our cause is threatened if Wil:iam Barclay or F. F. Bruce said 
something that's right? To quote them doesn't imply en
dorsement of everything they wrote. It may mean that the 
person who quotes them is willing to learn truth from who
ever may have discovered it. It's not necessary to check out 
someone's theological orientation before using his material. 
If it were, we would have to eliminate quite a few of our 
favorite hymns from the song books. 

Anecdotes 
Then there are the anecdotes. They range from personal 

experiences, to humorous stories, to analogies from life. 
Some would say, 11Just preach the Bible and forget about the 
anecdotes." Interesting enough, the Biblical accounts of 
preaching are filled with anecdotes. Jesus drew analogies 
from life. In the sermon on the mount he drew a parallel 
between trusting God and God's care of the lillies. He told 
stories. Can you find a more heartening illustration than the 
narrative which unfolds the desertion of the family house
hold by a rebellious son? Aren't your emotions touched 
by his subsequent repentance and the joyous reunion with 
his father? Don't you feel anger when the older brother 
adopts an unforgiving posture? His use of hyperbole in com
paring the Pharisees to the man who strained out at a gnat 
and swallowed a camel demonstrated that Jesus wasn't above 
using humor to make a point. While it can be granted that 
anecdotes should never become more prominent than Bibli
cal content, their use does not invalidate Biblical preaching. 

More next week 
1500 First Avenue N.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52405 
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Anyone Want a Tylenol Capsule? 
BOBBY G. DEASON 

"Bob, have you heard about the 
poisoned Tylenol?" This was a question 
asked me by one of the men doing 
work on our parking lot. He told me the 
story that he had heard on the radio 
about some pne putting cyanide in Tyle
nol capsules. Butch immediately called 
his wife and gave her the warnmg. The 
news media has been warning the na
tion. Several have died from taking this 
medication. 

IMAGINE! reaching for medication to 
relieve a headache or to get relief from 
minor pain and be poisoned to death. 
From this tragedy, let's draw a Biblical 
parallel. 

Sin is like the bottle of cyanide
Tylenol, and the devil is like the person 
who disguises the cyanide in the TJie
nol. It promises relief. It is advertise as 
something you need. Sin promises to 
turn the blaahs into "feeling great." We 
reach for sin just like Eve did for the for-

bidden fruit. This is going to be great; 
this is going to be fun; but then the 
moment of truth comes. We begin feel
ing sick-our conscience goes into con
vulsions-we gasp for fresh air but none 
comes-we collapse and die. 

Yes, we had been warned. Yes, but 
look at all the TJienol capsules that have 
been tested an no cyanide found. I've 
been taking this form of Tylenol for a 
long time. I've got a headache. I'm going 
to the drugstore right now and take that 
chance. (It might kill you!) Ha, ha-fat 
chance of that happening to me. 
(Please don't do it!) 

". . . but each one is tempted when, 
by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
sin, when it is fullgrown, gives birth to 
death. DON'T BE DECEIVED, MY DEAR 
BROTHERS." (James 1 :14-16) 

I wonder why we are not as con-

Did Jesus Belong to a Restoration Movement? 
RICHARD OSTER 

At first glance this question might ap
pear anachronistic, or even absurd. Ob
viously Jesus could not have belonged 
to a historical movement rooted in post 
Reformation times and burgeoning in 
the atmosphere of American Revivalism. 
He could have, however, belonged to 
the Restoration movement alluded to in 
Matt. 17:10-13. Apparently the jews, 
based upon their understanding of 
Malachi 4:5 and extra-Biblical traditions, 
believed that God would usher in a 
Restored judaism. Within this frame of 
reference these same jews expected God 
to send Elijah to supervise the needed 
restoraton, probably because of his feats 
of expelling Baalism from Israel. Ap
parently the name Elijah was such a 
buzz word t.hat many of jesus' con
temporaries thought that he was Elijah 
(Matt. 16:14). Even in the moment of 
Jesus' death on the cross some the:ught 
that he was invoking the name and aid 
of Elijah. 

The striking thing about jesus' re
sponse to all of this was that rather 
than jumping on the Restoration band
wagon or exploiting the zealous hopes 
of his unenlightened peers, he kept his 
distance from such forms of self
aggrandizement. As often happened 
with the term "Christ," jesus woufd dis
cuss Elijah if someone else brought it 
up. Characteristically, however, he 
would not broach the name and its 
associations on his own. He even for
bade the disciples from telling of the 
epiphany of Elijah on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 

Why was this? Perhaps the Lord knew 
that the kind of restoration advocated 
by those who used the term most often 
was so foreign to the true ministry of 
the figure of Elijah. Malachi had spoken 
of a turning of peoples' hearts, of a 
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repentance in the land. Jesus' misguided 
contemporaries probably anticipated, 
with a bit of joy, an Elijah who would 
repeatedly re-enact the pyrotechnics of 
Mount Carmel. After all, that is what the 
apostles longed for on one occasion 
(luke 9:54-56). 

Or perhaps the Lord did not get too 
excited about the Elijah-Restorationist 
slogans because lie had seen what it did 
to the Essenes. In their commitment to 
purify and restore the people of God, 
they ended up in the most sectarian, 
censorious, and pedantic fellowship one 
could imagine. They even thought that 
the Pharisees were liberals! They had, 
in their .own thinking, restored the es
sence of Judaism in their holy huddle 
at Qumran, while in reality their doc
trine closely resembled the putridness 
and sterility of the water in the adjacent 
Dead Sea. 

Without a doubt the Lord's mission 
was to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. But unlike so many of his con
temporaries, Jesus knew that the true 
Restoration must begin within the heart 
of men and women. Jesus came to teach 
a trust and reliance upon the Father, 
and he had no patience for the practice 
of ''leaning on the everlasting forms." 
The forms of Restoration without its in
ward power is futility and a sure sign of 
an apostate people of God. When God 
sent Elijah in the form of John the Bap
tist many of the jews were unimpressed. 
Consequently, Jesus knew that they 
would have little interest in paying the 
personal price and sacrifice required for 
a godly Restoration, for this kind of 
Restoration works from the inside out 
and restores heart, soul, strength and 
mind. 

1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tn. 38117 

cerned about warning each other about 
the danger of death which sin brings on, 
as Butch was in warning me about Ty
lenol! I wonder why the news media 
will not give headlines and prime time 
TV to warn the nation-"That righteous
ness exalts a nation and sin is a re
proach to any people." For many the 
deception of Satin is still in disguise. For 
others, "eat, drink, and be merry for to
morrow we die." -And yet many will 
take heed to a warning if they only 
know about it. 

Headaches can be relived by other 
medication than Tylenol. The desire to 
relieve the tensions of this life can only 
be found in Christ; rather than in the 
formula of the world. I promise you that 
I'm not going to buy any Tylenol cap
sules today-are you? 
1865 Arnold Drive, Martinez, CA 94553 

Involvement vs. Commitment 
RUBEL SHELLY 

Many of us have an involvement with 
things we are not particularly committed 
to. Take an eleven-year-old of my ac
quaintance. He is involved with school; 
he goes five times every week. But he 
isn't committed to it; his heart just isn't 
in it, and he could easily do without it. 

Christianity demands more than mere 
involvement. It seeks a total commit
ment from every person who claims 
Jesus Christ as his or her Lord. Jesus said, 
"If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it; and whoever 
loses his life for my sake, he will save 
it" (lk. 9:23-24). 

What makes the difference between 
commitment and involvement? 

1. Love makes the difference. How do 
you really feel about Jesus? He stepped 
in when you were under sentence of 
death and took your place. Is that 
thought burned into your conscience? 
Does it dominate your whole perspec
tive on life and make the things of 
Christ the most important of all? 

2. Sacrifice makes the difference. If 
you are really committed to Jesus, you 
will look for ways to give of yourself for 
him. If you are merely involved with 
Christianity, it will be easy to put your
self and selfish interests first. 

3. Sharing makes the difference. If 
Jesus means everything to you, you will 
want to tell someone else about him. 
You will want that person to know what 
a wonderful savior he is and what a 
difference he makes in a life. 

What is the difference between in
volvement and commitment? Think of 
ham and eggs. The chicken is involved, 
but the pig is committed. 

Ask yourself two questions: (1) What 
do you think Jesus wants of you? What 
are you giving him? The answer to the 
first question is commitment. I must 
leave you to answer the second for your
self. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 
37212 
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The Welfare of God's Cities 
SARGE HEMPHILL 

Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens 
and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and 
daughters in marriage that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there and do not decrease. But seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you 
will find your welfare. (Jer. 29:4-7) 

God's word to his people in exile was: ''Make your home 
in the city and stay there. Seek its welfare by being the 
people of God where I have put you, and multiply my 
people." His word applies today to hundreds of cities around 
the world where the church is weak or non-existent. Rural 
areas have appealed to missionaries as well as stateside 
evangelists for the stability of their people and the warm re
ception given the gospel. By contrast, large cities, especially 
those of the Third World have seemed hostile, barren ground 
for the gospel. 

In spite of the fact that cities are national pace-setters
educationally, culturally, politically, and economically-they 
have been largely neglected. By missing the city, churches of 
Christ have missed the decision-making core of society whom 
others follow. Cities have become graveyards of faith for rural 
Christians pursuing jobs. They simply cannot find an in
visible church, and they turn to other associations to find 
identity and fellowship among hordes of faceless people. 
Separation from family and social pressures makes it easy to 
sin and materialism as a ruling philosophy makes sin accept
able. 

Churches of Christ have recently begun a 3-year plan for 
greater visibility and spiritual strength in Nairobi, the capital 
city of Kenya, in East Africa. Five American families are work
ing with about 140 brethren in six local churches to "seek the 
welfare of Nairobi" by multiplying committed Christians. One 
of the root causes of church instability is migration into and 
out of Nairobi, causing Christians to become unfaithful. The 
problem is massive: 131,000 Kenyan Africans moved to Nai
robi in 1979-over 2,500 new residents each week! Some 
were Christians we never met; some died without ever having 
known Jesus; others left the city to become unfaithful back 
home. All 131,000 needed Christ. 

Christians in Nairobi are attacking the migration problem 
in two phases. Phase one involves locating all the Christians 
now living in Nairobi and confronting them with the choice 
of being a functioning, faithful Christian. Lists of names of 
unfaithful members have been compiled in each church and 
efforts organized to reclaim them. A city-wide meeting was 
held at the Eastleigh church building on May 30, 1982 for the 
purpose of photographing each member and obtaining in-

formation which will enable churches to maintain contact 
with Christians in Nairobi. 120 people attended, claiming to 
be members of churches of Christ (see picture). The national 
radio service and Swahili-language newspapers were used 
along with personal contact to ensure the largest possible 
response to this effort. People who had heard the announce
ments on radio or read newspapers came from as far as 50 
miles away to attend. Two were World Bible School students 
searching for the church. The good response to, and low 
cost of, national advertising in Kenya has convinced us church 
advisors to try more of the same! 

Phase two of the Nairobi plan to reclaim unfaithful mem
bers will contact rural churches in an on-going effort to 
identify rural members coming to the city. Pre-addressed, 
pre-stamped cards are to be sent to each of the 100+ 
churches in Kenya so that Nairobi churches know whenever a 
brother comes to the city. They can then provide fellowship 
and guidance during the crucial period of adjustment to city 
life and make sure the church is included in his new city 
lifestyle. 

This is only a first step in the church's becoming a visible 
feature in Nairobi. 140 members is a long way from even a 
vocal minority in a city of 1 million. Our main thrust in 
the months ahead is to be leadership training and adver
tising in preparation for a large meeting in mid-1983. Our 
1984 goal is 10 new churches, 500 members, and a presence 
in Nairobi such that 50% of city people know we are here. 
We pray that God will establish these plans, that his people 
will "multiply and not decrease" and that through the 
existence of a large and vital body of believers the welfare of 
God's city, Nairobi, will be furthered. 

[Nairobi church advisors are: Berkley Hackett, Joe Jones, 
Sarge Hemphill, Robert Marcelain, and David Kennamer. 
Jerry Smith serves the team as printer. Church addresses 
are: P. 0. Box 48086 or P. 0. Box 45178, Nairobi, Kenya] 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. o. Box 610, Austin, Texas '18'16'1 
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HOUSTON VETERAN CHRISTIANS 
BARBECUE 

Amos and Eadie Dunn hosted a large 
gathering and a barbecue on October 
23 at their country home near Magnolia, 
Texas. Honored were the veteran Chris
tians of the oldest congregation in the 
city. The first continuous non-digressive 
or loyal congregation, began meeting in 
August, 1903 with a tent meeting he ld 
by Brother J. D. Tant at Houston Ave
nue and Bingham Street, and formal ly 
organized Sept. 13, 1903. In 1905 a 
building was constructed at 1503 Spring 
Street and Ben West became th e fi rst 
fulltime resident evangelist in 1907 and 
the church was known as First Church 
of Christ, or First Ward Church of 
Christ. In 1917 they moved into a new 
building at Summer and Johnson 
Streets. A lovely building was con
structed at Pierce and Baldwin Streets 
with Wilbur White as the fu l ltime 
preacher about 1943. His widow and 
co-worker for many years was present 
at the barbecue. 

Clyde P. Findlay, who gave the invo
cation, came to Pierce and Baldwin in 
1949 and left in 1953. Veteran Chris
tians who had been at Pierce and Bald
win, Summer and Johnson were present 
at the barbecue but no survivors who 
had attended at Spring Street. Brother 
Findlay has in preparation a history of 
the Churches of Christ of the Greater 
Houston Area and wi ll appreciate any 
historical information others may furnish 
to 4215 Apollo, Houston, Texas 77018. 

CChe ?fruit of !he rJplrif 

by 
Leroy Brownlow 
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PREACHER CONVERTED 

Harold Savage was baptized into the 
body of Christ July 25th. Harold had 
served the First Baptist Church of Lake 
Worth, Florida for two and one half 
years as Associate Pastor. 

Brother Savage met Marshall (Mark) 
Swindall, preacher for the 10th Avenue 
church. After many hours of study in the 
New Testament, the Greek and other 
materials, Harold resigned his position 
in the Baptist church and was baptized 
into Christ. 

Harold is 26 years old, has a B.A. in 
Religion and is a good speaker. 

Harold wi ll be attending the Bear 
Valley School of Biblical Studies, in Den
ver, Colorado. 

The 1Oth Avenue congregation w ill 
sponsor the Savage's. If you w ill help 
f inancia lly please contact th e 10th Ave
nue church of Christ: 3846-10th Ave., 
Lake, Worth, Fla. 33461 

STRASBOURG '83 

The word going around the European 
church these days is "Strasbourg '83." 
On the 3rd through the 7th of August 
of next year, 2000 Christians from all 
over Europe are expected to attend this 
multi l ingual lectureship, held in Stras
bourg's famous "Pa lais des Congres." 

Each day, after an initial morning lec
ture in English, simultaneously trans
lated into French, Spanish, Italian, Ger
man, Dutch, Czech (and /or Pol ish) and 
perhaps others, the various nationalities 
wi ll pass into their own lectureships, 
held in their own languages. 

The seven major lectures w ill all be 
given by European leaders in the church. 

The Moulin Vert congregation in Paris 
has accepted the responsibility of over
seeing and planning. 

For information write: Charles 0. 
White, 10, rue Charles Ferre, 38400 ST. 
MARTIN D'HERES, France. 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
BILL HAMRICK 
918-428-2557 

or 
918·583-6992 
(After Hours) 

CONTACT 

DAVID P. BROWN 
918·428·2557 

or 
918-583-6992 
(After Hours) 

P.O. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

9/3rownlow rgift 9/3ooks 

This is the newest and most 
beautiful Gift Book by Leroy Brownlow 
-one of America's bestselling inspira
tional authors. The book contains 
enriching chapters on each of the nine 
fruits of the Spiri t {Galatians 5:22, 23). 
The message is Biblical , comforting, 
encouraging and uplifting. The volume 
also contains beautiful full color 
photography throughout and is gift 
boxed. $5.95 each. 

Brownlow Gift Books, the leading 
line of inspirational Gift Books, are 
designed for your own reading and as a 
beautiful gift for a friend. Give them 
for Christmas, birthdays - any special 
day. Also, Brownlow Gift Books are 
designed for your congregation to use 
them in a wide variety of ways {hospital 
ministry, awards for special groups 
such as teachers, visitation teams, 
etc.). 

$4.50 Books: The Greatest Thing in 
the World, The More Years the More 
Sunsh ine, Peace Be With You. 

$5.95 Books: Aesop's Fables, Better 
Than Medicine, By His Side, A Fathers 
World, Flowers for Mother, Flowers for 
You , Flowers of Friendship, Flowers 
That Never Fade, For Love's Sake, The 
Fruit of the Spirit, Longfellow Birthday 
Book, Making the Most of Life, The 
Story of Jesus, Thoughts of Gold in 
Words of Silver, A Time to Laugh, 
University of Hard Knocks, With the 
Good Shepherd. 

$6.95 Books: Daybreak, In His Steps, 
Living With the Psalms, Some Quite 
Place, Today Is Mine, Windows. 

$12.95 Books: Leaves of Gold- Stan
dard Edition, Today Is Mine- Leather 
Edition. 

ORDER FROM 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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FAUSTO SALVONI 

Born to humble parents, October 12, 
1907, wi thout fam e, wealth or civil au
thori ty, in Rudiano, Italy, Fausto Salvon i 
was raised in a str ict, Catholic environ
ment. His fai th in God and his trust of 
the church leaders led him to dedicate 
his life to a reli gious order at the age 
of twelve. He d ied September 10, 1982. 

As a student, he was bri ll iant, ex
cell ing in all his classes. His fabulous 
memory in the linguistic field w as noted 
by his professors, and he was nom inated 
to attend the prestigious Bibl ical Ponti
fi ca l Institute of Rome, receiving his 
doctorate there, and stayed there for 
th ree more years studying Biblical and 
Oriental languages: Latin, Greek, He
brew, Aramaic and even Egyptian hiero
glyphics. He graduated at the top of 
his class. He learned also most of the 
languages of Europe: Spanish, Engl ish, 
German, French and Dutch. 

As a professor, Fausto Sa lvoni taught 
the Bible, from th e original tongues, in 
the largest seminary in northern Ita ly fo r 
ten years. He taught beside the now 
Card inal Co lombo of M ilano and he 
was also headed for high places in the 
Roman Catholic Church. However, 
though highly respected for his schol ar
ship by his own co lleagues, he came 
under suspicion by the hierarchy be
cause his students did no t hold tradi
tional views of such important dogmas 
as transubstantiation, for example, and 
the conventional views of the 6th chap
ter of John. Though popular w ith his 
students for teaching the Bibl e f rom the 
original tongues, he was opposed by 
those in power and was demoted from 
his posit ion after many reprimands by 
the then Cardinal Schuster of Milano. He 
refused to interpret the Bible as they 
desired. He left them, took off his robes 
and, along w ith being ostracized by all 
his colleagues, his fa ther let him know 
that he never wanted to see him again. 

As a simple New Testament Christian, 
in the year of 1951, th is w riter baptized 
Fausto Salvoni. Two years had passed 
since his leaving the largest seminary in 
Catholic educational ci rcles and i t cre
ated a scandal in the press when he left. 
It took humi lity on his part to submit to 
the Lordship of Christ accord ing to the 
New Testament on ly, which he loved 
and respected more than l ife itse lf. Faus
to had already embraced the principles 
of New Testament resto ration w i thout 
human creed and doctrine. When his 

li fe was being threatened by an angry 
mob of fanatics in Aprilia, Ita ly, Fausto 
halted their intent to kill him w ith: " I 
am ready to die for my faith." Then he 
asked them, "Are you?" His dynamic 
preaching during his younger years was 
simple. It often was opposed by turbu
lent and violent mobs. Nearly three thou
sand came out to hear him in Sicily, a 
thousand in Torino, and hundreds and 
thousands from the heel of the boot to 
the top of Ita ly. He lectured in Ger
many, France, England, Holland, Bel
gium, Spain, the Scandanavian countries 
and the Un i ted States on many Biblical 
themes w ithout compromise to anyone. 
He was never officia lly excommunicated 
by the Cath olic church. 

As a writer, Fausto Salvoni's book 
"From Peter to the Papacy," being trans
lated into English by j on Paden, wi ll 
most l ikely become his most influential 
work for the bro therhood. He was cur
rently completing severa l vo lumes on 
M ary and Mariology. He is the author of 
about 15 other volumes in Ita lian, and 
on e in French. He authored a textbook 
in Greek and a textbook in Hebrew also, 
w hich are being used in many Catho lic 
seminari es today. For twenty years, 
brother Salvoni ed ited "Biblical Re
view," art icles written in European lan
guages, which was sent to other scholars 
in Eu rope. He hoped that i t would pre
pare many students of God's Word for 
New Testament Christianity. 

As a scholar, he was chosen by the 
Vati can, along w ith anoth er brother in 
Christ, ltalo Minestroni, to assist other 
scholars from the Catholic Orthodox and 
Protestant churches in translating the 
Bible into Ital ian as a gesture of unity in 
the spirit of ecumenism- 1963-1968. 
Brother Salvoni finished his books, I & II 
Chronicles, j eremiah and Isaiah far 
ahead of the deadl ine and the commit
tee commissioned him to be chairman 
of the committee in charge of the foot
notes. He also t ranslated the New Testa
ment into modern Ita li an of which '12 
million have been printed. This vers ion 
is now serving as a basis for the Inter
nati onal Bible Society in their current 
work on the Good News version in 
Italian. 

As a Christian husband, he married 
one of our Bible School teachers in the 
Mi lano church, Enrica Piergiorgi, and 
was a gentle and loving husband. 
As a Christ ian fa ther, he was very proud 
of his two children, Marco (25) and 
Daniela (23). As a brother, he loved the 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE W HITTEN, Director/ Administrato r 

Two Year Fu ll-Time Course No Tu ition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bibl e Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catolog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Troil, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-262-391 1 

brotherhood for thei r mutual respect 
and love for God's word. The European 
churches have lost their greatest scholar 
in the las t half of this century. 

As a friend, his pass ing is a great per
sonal loss to me and my family and 
to all w ho worked with him over the 
years. His works w ill fo llow him! One 
like him comes upon the scene of 
human history all too rarely. 
Harold 0. Paden, Sr., Rt. 1, Box 21 OX-
142, Santa Fe, N.M. 87501 , 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our chi ldren are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibili ty. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, reti rement, and children 
fu rn ished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to f ull time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Chri st , w ith continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Specia l Plan for 
fo reign m issionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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Want to get out of debt? 
Do you have too much month lef t at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

fY'Iten !Rei Ul16 A66i61 ~ou 
Ci)fe 6fiecial'!e ln fi>-t.eache"16 

Ca.ll Ted Monroe 
(806}744-3485 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, 1X 79401 

Now Ready /or Shipment-

8.95 

Harding Lectures 

1982 
-----------------------------------------····--·~----~-

Firm Foundation Publishing. House 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Har ding Lectu1·es, 
1982 @ $8.95 each plus 80¢ postage and handling, 
(Texas resident add 40¢ sale tax.) 

Name 

Address 

City ___ state __ _ __.........LJZip __ _ 
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I Harding University 

59th A~:~~ Lectureship 

sea rev. 
Arkansas 
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l!nto lfs 

A Child 
Is Born 

$2.95 
Per Copy 

By the 
Hundreds 

$1.95 Each 

Unto Us 
A Child 
}Sl\OrD 

Add 15% for Postage and Handling 

Compi led by REX KYKER 

Essays by REUEL LEMMONS, 
JOHN BANNISTER, REX 
KYKER, MELVIN WISE, 

J. W. ROBERTS and others. 

* A PAPERBACK DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE FAITH AND 
TO TEACH THE PLAN OF 
SALVATION. 

* The most economical 
method of evangelizing 
in the world. 

*Buy them by the 
Box. Stack them in 
the foyer. Give 
them away. 

O rtler a hundred from: Firm Foundation P uhlishing House 

P .O. Box 610 
At.:stin, Texas 78767 

13 [753) 

/ 



W. S. BOYETT 
W. S. Boyett was born on the Boyett 

Ranch near the community of Chappel, 
Texas on March 3, 1911. He graduated 
from Cherokee High School in 1931. 
On june 15, 1931 he was baptized into 
Christ by Claude McClung, October 4, 
1931 he preached his first sermon in the 
Cherokee Church of Christ building. 

In 1934 he moved to Lometa as a full
time local minister. March 18, 1935 he 
married Orilla j. Shelton. Their work for 
the Lord has carried them into every 
state and they have lived in six states. 
They did mission work in Idaho and 
Washington. He taught several years in 
the Elk City School of Preaching. And 
three years in the Bear Valley School of 
Preaching in Denver, Colorado. They 
came back to Lometa where they have 
lived and worked since December 13, 
1976. 

Brother Boyett passed from this life 
September 20, 1982 at the Comanche . 
Hospital, Comanche, Texas, leaving be
hind his faithful wife, jeanie, of the 
home address, two sisters, Martha Ran
dolph of Austin, Texas and josephine 
Cravey of Boerne, Texas. 

Memorial services were held at the 
Church of Christ in Lometa, September 
23, 1982, conducted by Norman Gipson 
of Denver, Co. and Edwin Young of 
Lometa. 

John French, 801 No. St. Vincent, Mor
rilton, AR 72110: Alan Cloyd has just 
completed a short "Motivational Meet
ing" with us. He works with the Restora
tion Leadership Ministry and, in our 
view is very, very effectave. They reach 
a 'misguided preacher' on the average 
of one a month. 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Senci for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901·683-1678 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unfeavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sman carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully seared so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have an hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 5a6-7716 

For Less Than o 1 vear-$1o.oo 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

$1.00 Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 23, 1982 



( L A s s I F I E D 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

Advertisin~r in this section $1.50 per line. Desia'ned capcelally to accommodate con~r re~rationa 

FOR SALE: Forty-four upholstered oak pews with song 
racks. Twenly·IIVO fee t long, fruilwood stain. Call: 321-
0788 or contact Church of Christ at 801 East Alameda, 
Norman, Oklahoma. 

advert.ising meetin~r places , preachers seekini w ork or con~rrc~rntions seekin~r preachers. Also other 
ncceptablc matter. 

Experienced p re•cher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893·S8S2. 

DEAR VALLEY CH U RCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF Dll1LICAL STUDIES 

Prcaching- l'crsona l Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for W omen 

41npproved for Veternn's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lam ar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - IULLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church ot Christ 11>05 S. Trlm-
micr Rd. Terry Harrison. Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P .M. 
CHA'l'HAJU, N. J .• F a irmount a nd Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSll:Y, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 2'0 1-0 35-681~ or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRI ST, 2700 De Barr Rd. W ill contact 
relatives or friends in Alnakn. Pnt McMnhan or 
Glenn Randolph, BOx 314, Anchornge. Alnaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

DAY AREA !ICIIOOL O F PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Plen• anTon, Cnllfornln 9 41ro0 
James W . Ferguson, S r., D i rector 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clar ence May, 
Churr.li of Christ, 4647 Haunalii. Ra .• Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNI A 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th nnd H oover Streets 
Sunday worship S.S. 10:00 A .M. 10 :50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Minis ters: Lewis F risby, 714-622-2586; 

------:=-'P"=a::=u;::I~H'=arpcr, 4 73-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789·4749 

Mnc Dnrtec. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAlNE-241 Center St., V.F.W . Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11: 00. Phon e 207-
989-2539, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcom e. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

D ENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAICE'WO OD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

( 55 So. Youn g tle ld Ct. 
T e l e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Trnnslntlon for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"F.MPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Childr~n ·s H ome is currently hiring child 
rnre Rtn Cf. (Chris tian couples. ) Good pny nnd bene
fi ts. Tf interested . contnct Steve Der~tmnn. Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vncnville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707 /HA-~557 ." 

Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Woolen, Minister. Call (303) 625·2436 or 625·2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Rrislol, Virginia. East Brislol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonh•m Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.: Wednesd•y 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703·669·1896. Kennelh Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with wri tten malerial 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjec ts. For 
Free lnformalion wri te: Sunset Church o f Christ, 2432 
271h St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Struggling New England cong:.r-=e-g'""at""io-:n:--cd;-e"'"sp""'c,..r'""at,-e"lv-ne-e-d;-s 
full time minister with some outside supporl. Will pro
vide minister's home including uti lities. Congregation 
owns excellent church buildin~:. needs minister to help 
fill il. Anyone inlerested should send resume and ref· 
ercnces to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Slreet. Mel· 
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would also be 
desire•ble. 

WE REBI ND CH ERISHED DIDLES- write for free 
leather samples and p rices. Dible Bindery, Dox 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO ClTYf 
Worship wi th the English-speakin~ congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Coli 575·2297 (C. M. KEMPER) for info or 
lransporlation. Or 531 · 6745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services a t 10:30 A.M. Call 691·3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED Housing and ut il ities fur· 
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged 10 work outside lhe Home. Insurance and 
other benefils negotiable. Call (6151 526·2052 or write, 
Larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
SOUND GOSPEL PREACHER is seekin~ 10 relocate in 
central Oklahoma. Write Troy A. Yandell, Box 65, 
Farris, OK 74542. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UN ITY; COME IN TIME: WR ITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
121 5, SEWARD, AK 99664. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 Ill, Morgan .AYe., 
U.S. 400 East Oppo•lte K -IIJnrt. Office 477-
~271, nobb7 Wade , Min. 470-40~. 

ATT'N. M ILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. " E." 
S t . Sunday 9:30 & 10: 30 and 6:00 P.llt. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cnil 883-2550 or W . P. J olly, Min. 795-231 1. 
V U~IA, A RIZ., 051 W, :!8th St. Sundo.y-

10, It n.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h. 3H-3750 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brolher
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74601. 
Bible Call lape playing eq ulpmenl for sale. 214· 
936·4422, 1'.0. Box 4S4, Marshall, TX 75670. 
Wan1ed: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed 10 make electricity from 
10" F l!fadlenl. Generator designed to operate between 
-10"F and +2SO" F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singlclon, 4149 N. Center, 
Slockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
The Waldron, AR. Church of Christ is seeking a fu ll· 
l ime p reacher. If inleresled call (501) 637·2775 or 
(501) 637-3414. 
Applicat ionc_s--;h,-e'"'i.,..ng.,...-.,..ac.,..c"'e.,..p7te·-d,.--,f'""o-r - po-s""'ilion as Camp 
Director at Camp Blue Haven. Las Vegas, NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Exler, Box 4S6, Olton, TX 79064. 
Domestic missionary needs full or parlial support 10 
continue fruilful work. References. Rhys N. Thomas, 506 
N. Linn, Fayette, MO 65246, (816) 246·5252. 

INVES'rJGATEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to screen odyertJalnc, lind will not 
kno\Tlngly take qneatlonable ndyertJalug . 
Dnt It Is the render'• re•pou•lblllty to ID
ve•tlgate. Like any other pllper, we aome
Umes unw1tt1ngl7 run un unworth7 acL 
b the o ld •o7lng g oea, before you ln'YeRt, 
lnve•tl~tnte l 

YORK ENROLLMENT UP 

Enro llment records were shattered for 
the second consecutive year when 456 
students registered for fal l semester 
classes at York College. The new record 
easily ecl ipsed last year's previous York 
best of 409. 

This year's to tal reflects an 11.5 per
cent increase ever last fa ll ;~nrl ;~ r;o 
percent increase over the 1979 fi rst
semester registrat ion count of 304. The 
new record makes Yo rk Col lege's fourth 
consecutive double-digit percentage 
raise. 

A NEW BOOK 

BALES' POSITION EXPLAINED AND DENIED 
by Jerry Moffitt 

On Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

176 pages, $4.95; add 75¢. , postage & handling 

ORDER FROM: 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78745 

WEST FREEWAY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Fort Worth , Texas 

is offering 

14<fo 
First Mortgage Bonds 

Anticipated Issue Date: Nov. 15, 1982 

The West Freeway Church of Christ Bonds qual ify as investments in 
Ind iv idua l Retirem ent Accounts . Save valuab le t ax dollars, and help the 
Church build in thi s area. 

For more information: 
Mr. Charles Bobo 
West Freeway Church of Christ 
3900 Southwest Blvd. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76116 
(817) 737·6415 or 244·2733 

Broker · Dealer: 
Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bel l 
P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109 
(806) 352·5603 

This announcement is not an offer to sell nor a solicit ation of an offer to buy 
these securities. The offering is made only by the Prospectus. 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this during this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository writing ... setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for se rmon preparation. classroom teaching. or personal study. Written 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid, these commentaries make enjoyable and challeng ing 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

A justice of the Texas Supreme Court recommended this series publicly. staring, 
"Every Christian home should have a set of these Commentaries ... 

COMMENTARY ON: ISBN 
Mwhew .............. 0 -88027·06S·9 
Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-8802 7 -066· 7 
Luke ....... , . ........ 0 -88027-0 67·5 
John ........ . . . ....... 0 -88027 -0 68 -3 
Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 -88027 -0 69· 1 
Rom ans .... .... ... . . . 0 -88027 -070 -5 
I & II Corinthians .... . . 0 -88027 -07 I ·3 

.------ABOUT THE AUTHOR ---------. 

)ames Burton Coffman is no ted for his gihed 
ministry. his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf o f others. H is extensive 
w ritings are the invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout the United States. Mission
aries are currently using these commenraries 
all over the world. 

COMMENTARY ON: ISBN 
Galatians- Colossians .. 0-88027 -012· I 
I &. II Thessalonians-

Philem on ....... . ... 0-8802 7-0 7 3-X 
Hebrews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 -8802 7-07 4 ·8 
Jam es- Jude ........ . . 0 -880 27-075-6 
Revelation ....... . •... 0 -8802 7-076- 4 
( 12 volumeset ) ...... . 0 -88027-077-2 

li$hing ~OUSt 
SINCE 1884 

Send your order to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 6 10, Austin, Texas 78767 

Individual volumes $I 0.95 
I 2 volume set$ I 2 5.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. Texas 
residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE-CALL NOW National -1-800-531-5227 Texas - 1-800-252-9103 
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FIFTEEN FOREIGN SPEAKERS made up the speakers' roster 
at the •Fourteenth /Annual World Evangelism Forum hosted by 
Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas, Octo'ber 22-24, 
SEATED LEFT ITO RIGHT: Henry Kong, Singapore; Alex 
S~rache!", Gle nrothes, Scotland; Tae Wjan Lee, Korea; Seve
rmo dr Souza, Sao Paulo, Brazil; jose Eligio Gonzales 
<:;uad'elajar, Mexico; Ron Bainbridge, Midland Western Aus~ 
t ralia; ltalo Minestroni, Bologna, Italy. STANDING LEFT TO 
RIGHT: Mladen Jovanovic, Zagrib, Yugoslavia; Peter Craig, 
Taruanga, New Zealand; Murry Smith, :;t. Catherines Onta
rio, Canada; !Michael Dawidow, Warsaw, Poland· Silfides Ma
t?s, Santo Domingo! Dominican Republic; Tony 'coffey, Dub
hn, Ire land; Tokuchr Uza, Okinawa, japan· and Peter Manuel 
Capetown, South Africa. ' ' 

Austin, Texas, Nove~ber 30, 1982 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Sunset's World Evangelism Forum ...................... 2 
Revive Us Again- Sawey ............ . ............... . . 3 
The lord's Approach to Unity-Ferguson ................ 4 
We Are Not All Alike-Ice ............................ 5 
When Is the Last Time You Heard a 

Sermon on Heii?-Sayers . ................. . ......... 6 
Is Your Preaching Biblical? (2)- Bales ................... 7 
Child Abuse-Eckstein ......... . .............. . ....... 8 
The Siege Me ntality- Black ............... . ......... . .. 8 
I Don't Hold Hands-Hall ' . . ............. . ........... . . 8 
Evangelizing the Blind-Herndon .. . .......... . ....... . 9 
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Sunset's World Evangelism Forum 

We know what it is like to be the only 11foreigner" in 
a crowd. We learned it at the World Evangelism Forum 
of the Sunset School of Preaching last week. Of nine
teen speakers on the program this year we were the only 
American. The others were natives of Poland, Scotland, 
Australia, Korea, Canada, New Zealand, Japan, Mexico, 
The Dominican Republic, South Africa, Nigeria, China, 
Italy, Ireland and Brazil. Castro wouldn't let the man 
from Cuba come. I guess we represented America. 

Each of these men came to Lubbock, sent by his 
brethren from his native land, and his trip was financed 
by them. They came to say 11thank you" to American 
churches which had planted the gospel in their re
spective countries. They came to report on the progress 
that had been made in their lands. They came to plead 
that we not forget that they still need more men to 
preach the gospel more and save more souls in their 
respective lands. It was a 11first" among our people-this 
assembly of representatives of many nations. 

Fourteen years of sending our missionaries is begin
ning to pay off for Sunset. Along the walls of the 
church's fellowship hall were the flags of 88 nations into 
which Sunset has sent missionaries. On the wall, under 
each flag, were the names of over 1,000 men who have 
gone out from the Sunset School of preaching to these 
88 nations. Blessed is the church in this age of self
interested Christians that has maintained a world view 
of church responsibility, and blessed are the congrega
tions who have sponsored and stood behind these 1,000 
men in their preparation and in their mission. May God 
have mercy on any congregation that would cut its mis
sion work to spend upon itself. 

Any congregation that is doing anything will receive 
some criticism. Any college, or any paper, that dares 
to forge ahead will receive criticism. Short sighted Chris
tians will listen to the criticism. Any Christian, or con
gregation, or eldership that has an unselfish concern for 
the lost will take such criticism as a recommendation. 
Not all Sunset's graduates have been howling successes. 
Some have split some churches-and sometimes 
churches were dead before they were split. But it would 
be ridiculous to blanket Sunset with criticism because 
a few graduates went sour. The same applies to Abilene, 
or Searcy or Nashville. All are doing a better job then 
their critics. 

Which, incidentally, reminds us of a story we heard 
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about some astronauts who landed on the moon, only 
to find that the Russians were painting it red. They 
radioed back to Houston the news and asked, 11What 
shall we do?" The control center radioed back: 11Leave 
them alone, and when they are finished just paint on the 
red background 'Cola Cola'"! We have learned to let 
folks go ahead and paint you as black as they can; that 
makes what you are doing stand out better against the 
background when the dust settles and becomes history. 

A few years ago, at this same Forum, the names of 
120 nations were posted on the walls, along with an 
eloquent plea that someone take a nation and send the 
gospel to it. The number of nations still without the gos
pel has shrunk to 45. Sunset has prepared men for all 
the others, ~ and mission minded churches have sent 
them. 

The universal view was given to the early church by 
jesus in the great commission. That world view must be 
our view •... 11Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel ..• " We have turned inward and have lost our 
compassion for the lost. We should spend the time we 
are now spending on internal unity efforts, and putting 
out grass fires, on getting the gospel to the world. We 
should rejoice over every effort to save souls. Instead of 
trying to kill it, we should be encouraging it. Our sur
vival as a brotherhood is directly related to our sense 
of world mission. God cannot-he will not-bless a 
mission less church. 

Without evangelism the church will die. It would 
never have gotten outside jerusalem had all its mem
bers been concerned with building fellowship halls, 
recreational facilities and playgrounds for themselves. It 
is a sad thing when congregations would cut their sup
port of worldwide gospel proclamation when the world 
is dying, lost without the gospel. Within the past few 
years the number of families on the mission fields has 
shrunk ·by 25%. The church shrinks at home when we 
reduce our efforts to reach the whole world with the 
gospel. 

Sunset has consistently set a pattern for the rest of us 
with its great World Evangelism workshops. All church 
leaders, especially, should make it an annual affair. This 
year it was demonstrated that mission areas of the 
world are slowly becoming stronger. When they can 
choose one of their own and send him to Lubbock we 
have reached a milestone. We would hope that within 
a few years 200 nations could be sending men to such 
a gathering. 
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Revive U _Again 
ORL'AN SAWEY 

During the last few months many have shown a deep con
cern about the apparent lack of numerical growth in the 
lord's church. Many different reasons have been given for 
this phenomenon, from the lack of leadership to the lack of 
followship, or even fellowship. 

The time has come, perhaps, for us to cease believing that 
the church throughout the world is alive and well and to 
begin singing with the spirit and understanding a song that 
once some of us thought the church ought to eschew: 
"Revive Us Again." 

Pulpit and Pew 
"Pulpit and pew"-now there's a sectarian phrase for you!" 

But the symbolism aptly shows one of the causes of the cur
rent apathy. We seem to have forgotten that the lord con
demned the elevation of one Christian above another, laying 
down the principle in Matthew 23:1-12. A part of verse 8 
should be displayed in every meeting house: "All ye are 
brethren." In practice, according to the word, the church 
should have no clergy. But we really do, don't we? 

For many years the universal priesthood of the saints was 
central in the teaching of Christians, but we seldom hear it 
taught now. 

The Silent Pew 
I guess the pew ought to be silent, but more Christians on 

the pew need to be active in teaching. Instead, they sit, ask
ing for inspirational preaching. For what? For more potluck 
suppers, summer camps, youth seminars, adult retreats, skat
ing parties1 and lectureships? I would not insist that these 
are wrong, but I do know that they are not at the center of 
what the Lord's church ought to be doing! 

Preachers are "hired' 'and "fired" on the basis of whether 
they are able to "inspire" the church-or for some other 
flimsy reason. We ought in fad, not in theory, to support 
"the local preacher" as one of the brethren whose task and 
privilege is to preach and teach the word as much as he can, 
loving him and encouraging him by more than theoretical 
and financial support. 

How many preachers have preached the word as best they 
can, staying dose to God's instruction and explaining it 
clearly, but are not able to see a single sign of understanding, 
acceptance, .. or enthusiasm on the faces of the listernersl 
Worse, the preacher likely never sees any change in the 
listless, uncaring lives of such Christians. 

Once long ago I visited a preacher friend who was baptiz
ing people nearly every Sunday-grown people, not children 
of the brethren. When I asked him how he did it, he replied, 
"I'm just preaching, but there are ten or twelve young 
couples here who are teaching their neighbors. The first time 
the neigh.bors hear me preach, they have already decided to 

obey the Lord!" He also insisted that the word, not the 
preacher, was the inspiration. 

Love of the Word 
Here is the crux of the matter. There is not enough love of 

the truth among Christians. If such love existed among us, 
those who neglect all of the assemblies except one hour on 
Sunday would be at all of the other meetings. So long as 
most of the church is not eager to hear and learn the word 
of God, just so long the church is not going to be a strong 
force in converting the world. 

We make a mistake, I believe, by determining the strength 
of a church by counting the Sunday morning worship crowd. 
What percentage of that group return on Sunday night? Or 
attend the Sunday morning Bible study? Or the Wednesday 
night meeting? Better yet, how many churches meet more 
often than the usual (scriptural?) three or four hours a week? 
(The Jerusalem church met daily.) Or even more important, 
how many Christians practice what they hear taught con
tinually? 

Reading 
How many Christians read their Bibles regularly? How 

many read good gospel literature, including papers which are 
Bible-based? How many of our periodicals present the truth 
dearly and positively? 

We need to encourage better writing in our papers, em
phasizing freshness and clarity-and, of course, a sound 
Biblical base. The sound Biblical base does not preclude writ
ing interesting material. We need less of the kind of writing 
which repeats the lessons, almost verbatim, that we have 
heard all our lives, lessons which seem to have been learned 
in preacher-training classes or taken from books of sermons. 
How many writers approach the scriptures to see what is 
there, rather than to confirm peculiar regional teachings? 
How many times have we heard or read about ''The Church 
of Christ, the New Testament Church in Origin, Faith, Doc
trine, and Practice"? What has happened to the careful ex
position of the word in context that we used to read and 
hear? Is it true that we no longer consider plain Bible teach
ing inspirational? 

Biblical illiteracy is a dominating cause of weakness and 
apathy in the church. It seems probable that the mini
meeting and limpid lectureship, which have taken the place 
of the two-week, three-Sunday gospel meeting, might be a 
contributing cause of decline. The mythical twenty-minute 
attention span, the darling ideal of the communicators, hasn't 
helped us very much. 

Maybe the church is ready for a revival. We need regular 
and frequent meals of solid food. Even pure milk would be 
better than pablum and intravenous feeding. 
P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713 
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The Lord's Approach to Unity 
God provided us with four separate 

accounts of the earthly life of our Lord. 
His example teaches us numerous les
sons. In this present article, we will 
examine his life on this earth as it per
tains to his approach to unity. Specifical
ly, we want to notice five items that 
were not included in his brand of unity. 
Sometimes our view of unity becomes 
somewhat unbalanced because we do 
not look at these particular items. 

First, it should be noted that his ap
proach to unity did not exclude a cross. 
His first priority was unity with God and 
not with man. Following God's way does 
not guarantee total unity with everyone. 
Righteousness produces problems. One 
philosopher said that if truth were em
bodied in a person, the whole world 
would fall at his feet. That philosopher 
was ignorant of history. Truth was em
bodied in a Person, and they nailed him 
to a cross. 

Paul was surely a righteous example, 
and one who pled for unity. Yet, his 
personal life was slandered (II Cor. 
10:10), as was his doctrine (Rom. 3:8). 
He was attacked viciously by those in 
and out of the church. When a person 
or group receives adverse publicity 
today, we assume that something must 
be amiss. We assume that where there 
is smoke, there must be fire! jesus tried 
to prepare us for such (Matt. 10:34-37; 
Jn. 15:18-20). 

Peace at any price w~s never a part of 
his program of unity. Unity for the sake 
of unity is not a Biblical concept. Ro
mans 12:18 demands that we be at 
peace with others as far as it depends 
on us. But it does not all depend on us. 
In w. 19-21 we are then told how to 
handle our enemies. We are to rejoice 
when persecuted for the sake of righ
teousness (Matt. 5:10-12). However, we 
cannot be fatalistic about J?ersecution. 
There can be no rejoicing when we are 
persecuted because of pride and pig
headedness! 

Second, Jesus' brand of unity did not 
include an over-emphasis on "doctrine" 
as the glue to bind us together. His 
teaching was aimed at changing hearts 
and lives, not just practices. In Mark 
2:27, he stated that "the Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sab
bath." Surely the principle expressed 
there would also validate the idea that 
doctrine was made for man and not man 
for the doctrine. 

Much of our teaching in the past 
seems to have been on the fundamentals 
of doctrine, not upon the application of 
this teaching. The result of this em
phasis has been that many could argue 
doctrine, but their dispositions remained 
unchristian. Lives were not changed 
from the inside out, and thus they were 
poor advertisement for Christ. Of 
course, I am generalizing, but the shoe 
fits or has fit too many of us. 

It is quite possible for us to hold a 
"form of godliness" while denying its 
power. We need a personal relation
ship with jesus. We are to give an an-
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swer for the hope within us. (I Pet. 3:15), 
not just the doctrinal arguments within 
us. Paul knew whom he had believed, 
not just what! 

Much of our disunity results from un
changed hearts and attitudes. We may 
harp on what we call "sound doctrine," 
but the term actually means "that which 
promotes health." I deny that doctrine 
1s healthy if it produces pharisaical at
titudes rather than those of love. 

Third, the Lord's approach to unity 
did not include acceptance of opinions 
and traditions. In fact, be often purpose
ly violated traditions and caused all 
kinds of upheavals. He healed people on 
the Sabbath, even if it. disrupted a syna
gogue service. The Jewish leaders 
claimed that he could have done his 
healing on the other six days, and they 
were correct. He could have, but he did 
not comply with their wishes. 

A very interesting violation of tradi
tion occurred when jesus' disciples 
picked grain on the Sabbath. We are 
quick to say that the Jews should have 
known that the disciples were not vio
lating Scripture. However, if you had 
been in their place and had used Exod. 
16:22-30 as your interpretation of 
"work" on the Sabbath, your reaction 
might have been the same as theirs. 

Jesus antagonized some people, par
ticularly the jewish leaders. We are in
clined to go to the opposite extreme 
and avoid anything that might upset 
anyone. In justifying our actions, we 
usually quote I Cor. 8 to show that we 
should not cause anyone to stumble. 
Often our interpretation of that passage 
is that if anyone gripes about some
thing, then we ought to avoid it for the 
sake of peace and unity. Is that what 
I Cor. 8 1s really teaching? 

Three key points ought to be observed 
in I Cor. 8. One, the offended brothers 
were caused to stumble not simply to 
grumble. He is ruined (v. 11), or de
stroyed (Rom. 14:15). Otherwise, you 
would have "cranks" dictating every 
move (which is often the case in some 
churches). Two, the stumbling brother 
sins by being encouraged to participate 
in the practice personally which violates 
his conscience. He does not get mad 
just because I'm doing it. Rather, my 
example encourages him to join and 
then his conscience is violated (v. 1 0). 
Three, the weak brother is offended, not 
the strong one. Often, the one who 
thinks of himself as being strong is the 
one who wants to pull this passage out 
of context and stuff it down another's 
throat in order to get his way. 

However, we must not lose sight of 
the fact that Paul is encouraging breth
ren to be willing to forfeit their rights 
for the good of others. In I Cor. 9, he 
uses himself as an example of one who 
has forsaken his lawful rights. Paul was 
dealing with new converts-immature 
Christians. He would go to any length 
not to injure ~hem. 

On the other hand, Jesus was dealing 
with religious leaders who should have 
known better. He absolutely refused to 
cater to their whims, in spite of the re
sultant battles. He was patient with 
those who showed an openness to 
truth, but even then he would not abide 
in their traditions. Today, most of the 
current clamor is coming from which 
type of people-the leaders or the im
mature Christians? The answer ought to 
be obvious. When any man or group of 
men refuse to bow down to the self
styled "pillars" among us, they are 
standing on safe ground. This lesson 
cannot be used, however, to justify 
snobbishness or insensitivity. 

When opinior;t is involved, we must 
exercise tolerance. It is difficult to dis
tinguish between truth and opinion for 
all of us. One criterion to follow is that 
when good brethren historically dis
agree on a given issue, then we ought 
to be slow to choose sides and draw 
lines. 

When truth is at stake, we cannot be 
timid. Sometimes we are tempted to 
avoid certain situations or certain 
brethren because of brotherhood pres
sure. We call our actions "expedient." 
This is probably the path Peter was fol
lowin~ in Gal. 2. He likely reasoned 
thus: 'I'll just avoid the Gentile brothers 
temporarily while the good brothers 
down in Jerusalem work through their 
little prejudice problem. Expediency de: 
mands that I do that. After all, I am the 
apostle to the circumcision, and I surely 
would not want to hurt my influence 
with them. Later on I'll be able to asso
ciate with all of the brothers." 

Paul did not buy that line of reason
ing. He said, in effect, that the Gentiles 
were either in or out. The concept of 
restricted fellowship was unacceptable 
to God. It was a· matter of truth, not 
expediency. Some of us are pretty good 
at playing Peter. We play politics, avoid 
certain brothers that we really don't 
view as heretics, and then cry "ex
pediency." 

Fourth, Jesus' brand of unity did not 
exclude leaders with strong egos. We 
often are afraid of dominant personali
ties, especially if they are young. They 
exert much influence as they develop a 
large following. Evidently, jesus did not 
overly concern himself with such 
worries. 

James ·and John were young "sons of 
thunder," wanting to burn up the very 
ones jesus intended for them to save! 
Even toward the end of jesus' earthly 
ministry they were still vying for posi
tion-they wanted the seats on the right 
and on the left. When the other ten 
disciples heard about it, they were in
dignant. Why were they indignant? They 
wanted the chief seats! 

How patient are we with the young 
aggressive preachers and others who 
make mistakes? For the most part, we 
are impatient. We would rattier they 
be seen and not heard. The apostles 

(Continued on page 11) 
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We Are Not ALL Alike 
R. D. ICE 

Over the past twelve months this writer has been privi
leged to attend some of the workshops and lectureships 
around our USA. Renewal is coming from at least two distinct 
groups in our "brotherhood." The following is a composite 
of what I hear being said. Many thanks to those who have 
shared their expertise with us (and who may recognize some 
of their words). 

Three Basic Types of Churches 
1. 11Bible Teaching Churches." Their dominant emphasis is 

on the STUDY of the Bible-even to the point of neglecting 
other matters. 11Bible" classes, 11Bible" sermons still more 
"Bible" classes at midweek, study, study, study,' study-but 
mostly on first-principles. The faith of the people is in DOC
TRINE. It is a religion of the HEAD. 

2. "Relational Experiential Churches." Here the dominant 
emphasis is on experience and relationships. The classes and 
the sermon and the entire life of the body is directed to
ward the emotional side of religion-to the neglect of other 
matters. It is a religion of the HEART. The faith of the people 
is in EXPERIENCE. 

3. "Great Evangelistic Churches." The emphasis is on "soul
winning" to the degree that Bible study and personal rela
tionship are all but forgotten. The classes, the sermons, the 
worship-everything-is directed toward SOUL-WINNING! 
(But Christians sit and starve for the Word. Converts often 
drop out because there is no LIFE to hold them.) 

The description of these types is exaggerated for effect. 
What happens when a member of a HEAD church attends a 
HEART church??? He may feel they must be unscriptural be
cause they are different from his home church. He may react 
bitterly and violently to what he perceives as "heresy." He 
may feel he has discovered the "pearl of great price!" Here 
are people who really LOVE each other! He feels he has 
been "let out of prison!" What a joy to be with people who 
KNOW the Lord!!! 

What happens when a member of a HEART church attends 
a HEAD church??? He may feel they are dead and that they 
are people who in no way KNOW his Lord. They certainly are 
different-they must be unscriptural. He may feei-"Wow! 
Here is the meat of the Word I What a joy to learn about God 
and all the wonderful things he has done and he has prom
ised!" And for a period of time he can't get enough of all 
that wonderful Bible study! I I 

What happens when a member of a SOUL-WINNING 

church attends one of the other types??? He may feel that 
these are people who have no interest in the fact that people 
are lost and going to Hell. He may even deny that they are 
"Christian" at all, because he perceives them as 11heartless 
and uncaring." And he may feel justified in opposing them 
and trying to "proselyte" them. He may feel like a starving 
man who sits down to a good meal. He tastes the goodness 
of the Word in a HEAD church, or the exhilaration of a 
HEART church. 

Incomplete Combinations. Obviously each of the three 
types is incomplete because their point of emphasis causes 
them to omit other matters equally vital. A church might 
blend HEAD and HEART while omitting SOUL-WINNING. 
This might be a powerful church-yet the lack of outreach 
would doom the church through natural attrition. A HEAD 
church that blends SOUL-WINNING is a powerful combina
tion. Yet the lack of HEART would doom the church due to 
the difficulty of holding on to converts, of integrating them 
into the group, and of the lack of fellowship within the 
group. Without the binding power of HEART, the group 
would tend to fragment. 

A combination of HEART and SOUL-WINNING churches 
would be particularly unfortunate. The Word provides sta
bility. large numbers of converts who were not trained and 
stabilized, could easily be picked off by one of the "isms" 
that are so prevalent. 

The Ideal Church. The "ideal" is not an impossibility. The 
church which would most closely follow and fulfill the lord's 
intended mission-would combine the three types. It will be 
a HEAD church which correctly emphasizes the Word in study 
and practice. It will "disciple" the converts and teach them 
to obey the things commanded by our lord Jesus. It will 
also help more mature Christians to "go on to perfection." It 
will also be a HEART church which correctly emphasizes re
lationships and loyalties and experience. Note Peter's report 
in Acts 1:18. Christian love will be a vital link in the chain 
Time will be spent in meeting the ;needs of the brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Love, joy, peace, etc. will be part of the 
normal way of life. It will be a SOUL-WINNING church that 
continually reaches out in many ways to persuade men and 
women to follow Christ. It will search for and use whatever 
methods best work in its situation. It will be a community 
which shares its LIFE IN THE SON with the world. 

1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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When was the Last time you heard 

A Sermon on Hell? 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

Many are the reasons our preaching has shifted away from 
the topic of eternal punishment: (1) a desire to deal with 
social and psychological arenas; (2) the feeling that it is not 
very important; (3) a personal doubt within the heart of the 
preacher himself as to the existence of such a place; (4) a 
persuasion to be ecumenical; (5) the gradually creeping in 
of modernism and liberalism; (6) over-emphasis on living for 
the here and now; (7) a fear of being fired. 

The Old Testament Taught It 

Malachi wrote, "For, behold, the day cometh, that shall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wick-edly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch" (Mal. 4:1). There was the same co
hesion of judgment to come combined with punishment in 
the Old Testament as there was in the New. Yet our modern
ists inform us that the doctrine of eternal punishment was a 
thing which gradually c~ept into the jewish religion. A reck
oning with God for the way one has lived is candid: "let us 
hear the conclusion of ttie whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil" 
(Eccl. 12:13-14). 

Jesus Taught'lt 

Not only did Jesus teach the doctrine of eternal punish
ment and the·fires of Hell, but he warned men of going there! 
Jesus did not simply believe in hell, he knew there was a hell. 
He even knew people who were in it! I cannot believe the 
record of lazarus and the rich man is a parable, though many 
do. Jesus' parables did not make use of real persons and their 
names. The Jericho Road and the man assaulted and robbed, 
left to die we may pass off as a parable. But when Jesus 
talked about hell, I can't believe he was teaching the people 
in parables. Hell was too awful, too horrible, too real, and too 
possible to go there to mellow it into a parable. "There was 
a certain rich man." "There was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus." "And in hell, he lifted up his eyes, being in tor
ment." 11There was a certain rich man who fared sumptu
ously." "And God said unto him, Thou fool, this night .••. " 

Jesus said, 11 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm ~fieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched" (Mark 9:43-44). Then he says the same of the foot 
and of the eye. McGarvey reminds us that our Lord did not 
intend for us to take this decapitating of the body literally, 
for it would turn the church into a hospital. But Jesus uses 
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such strong emphasis to capture men's attention to the reality 
of the place. 

At judgment day Jesus tells men that hell was never meant 
for man-it was prepared for the devil and his angels! (Matt. 
25:41). And yet men will join that ghastly host to crackle in 
the fires forever if they reject Calvary and the gospel (2 
Thess. 1 :7-9). 

The Apostles Taught It 
The Holy Spirit was to guide the apostles into all truth and 

to bring to their remembrance whatsoever he had said unto 
them (John 14:26; 16:12-13). Paul said that the things he 
wrote were the commands, not of man, but of the lord (1 
Cor. 14:37), and the things they-the apostles-taught were 
not of men's wisdom but of and from the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:13). 
Consequently, if one will accept their testimony and apostle
ship, they will hear what they have to say about all things, 
and certainly about hell. 

Peter wrote, "for the time is come that judgment must 
begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that they obey not the gospel of 
God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear? (1 Peter 4:17-18). john leaves 
revelation itself with a scene of horror: 11 And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:12-15). 

As Paul reasoned of righteousness, self-control, and judg
inen to come before Felix, his fervor was such that "Felix 
was terrified"! (Acts 24:25, ASV). How many have been terri
fied from our pulpits today? Face it: we sooth consciences 
and speak soft words to their ears. And face it: we will be 
confronted with it at the bar· of judgment! Paul said to the 
brethren at· Corinth, "Knowing therefore the terror of the 
lord, we persuade men" (2 Cor. 5:11). If the Bible is true, if 
what the Old Testament taught, what Jesus taught, and we 
have left much unsaid-we ought, as can be rendered, 
"strain every nerve" to enter "in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it" (Matt. 7:13-14). 

I grew up on this kind of preaching, and God helping me, 
fully intend to keep it alive in my generation. 
2207 Chisholm Dr., Duncan, OK 73533 
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Is Your Preaching Biblical? (2) 
NORMAN L. BALES 

A previous article dealt with some of the arbitrary and 
opinionated evaluation standards which are being used to 
gauge the scripturalness of preaching in the church today. 
The article set forth the premise that evaluating sermons by 
the degree of conformity to the thinking of leaders in the 
restoration heritage, the number of prooftexts employed in a 
sermon, the use 'Of extra-Biblical material and the use of 
anecdotes are really inadequate measuring devices. Such 
criticisms tend to reveal more about the biases of the critics 
than the validity of their judgment. 

This is not to suggest that preaching is an open-ended 
matter or that a preacher is privileged to do whatever he 
wants to do in the pulpit. Pulpit time is important time. The 
preacher must face his pulpit responsibility realizing that he 
is confronting his audience with the most serious matters on 
the agenda of human affairs. Paul Rees has written, "Preach
ing is not a performance. Preaching is an event in which the 
preacher armed with the authority of the Scripture, enabled 
by_ the Holy Spirit, upheld by the believing community, 
bnngs God and man face to face." If a preacher speaks at 
the rate of 160 words a minute, and delivers two thirty minute 
sermons on the Lord's day, he will communicate 9600 words 
on any given Sunday. That's 499,200 words in a year which is 
the equivalent of more than seven 200 page books! Since 
words are vehicles of ideas, no person in the church has 
more opportunity to mold the thinking of church attenders 
than the man who fills the pulpit. His responsibility is indeed 
an awesome one. 

Christ-Centered Preaching 

Responsible preaching must first of all be Christ centered. 
Paul writes, "For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first important that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the scriptures." There should be no 
hestitancy for the gospel preacher to make the proclamation 
of these fundamental facts the center from which all else 
radiates. · 

Expository Preaching 

The man who stands in the pulpit ought to be a man of 
integrity and as a man of integrity, he must deal honestly 
with the Word. A passage of scripture taken out of context 
to shore up an argument is inexcusable no matter how 
plausible it may sound to the audience. One of the great 
dangers of topical preaching is the temptation to pull phrases 
and verses from their setting to undergrid a proposition 
which is being affirmed. Expository preaching tends to serve 
as a corrective to this tendency. It is true that a topical ser
mon may well contain as many as thirty to forty scripture 
references. However, there is no insurance that those refer
ences actually have anything to do with the point the pul
piteer is making. He may be pulling out a verse here and a 
phrase there to support a conclusion he reached inde
pendently of his Bible study. On the other hand, an exposi
tory sermon may cover no more than five or six verses, but 
good expository preaching requires much more in terms of 

preparation. The overall context has to be checked. Word 
meanings have to be gone over. The whole process of prepa
ration is different, yet almost entirely, Biblical. If the preacher 
takes liberties with the text, he will expose either his ignor
ance or his dishonesty to the whole church. 

Life Application Preaching 

Biblical preaching has to be applied to life if it is to be 
effective. A sermon designed to show the error of salvation 
by faith alone, may have no relevance at all in a community 
where the majority of the people are pagans, Roman Catho
lics or nothing religiously. A thorough refutation of the five 
points of Calvinism may be as irrelevant in a community like 
that, as a sermon against African witch doctors would be in 
the average American suburb. Preaching has to reach people 
at the level of their felt needs. It's not enough to tell people 
what the Bible says. They must also hear the answer to the 
question, "So what?" Those who hear our sermons have a 
right to know why what we have said is helpful. If it's not 
helpful, why preach it? There's nothing wrong with covering 
the missionary journeys of Paul in travelogue style, but there's 
something more to be learned than the topography and cli
mactic conditions of Asia Minor. 

Compassion 

Finally, the gospel must be proclaimed with compassion. 
The pulpit is no place for an emotionally wounded preacher 
to get even with the brethren. It's not the place to express 
one's contempt for people who happen to be living in sin or 
adhering to religious errors. If people who hear us are lost 
in sin, we ought to be so grieved over their condition that we 
search for ways 1o bridge the communication gap between 
us. A preacher can't do that when he gloats about how he 
ran off those weak kneed people who couldn't stand the light 
of the pure gospel. We can't back down from the truth be
cause some people don't like it. Unfortunately, not all those 
who turn away are turned away because the preacher 11hid 
behind the cross and preached the pure gospel." 

We must rid ourselves of that notion if we are to truly 
embark on a Christ centered ministry. john writes, "This is 
the message you have heard from the beginning: We should 
love one another." Love is foundational in the gospel. With
out it, preaching is an empty exercise. 

The people who come to hear us on Sunday are not there 
to watch our "dog and pony" shows. We don't step into the 
pulpit to give a demonstration of our oratorical powers, our 
command of the language and our ability to manipulate the 
emotions of men. We are there to penetrate the lives of 
people with the Word of God. Let's be sure that we do pre
cisely that. Some of the sermons that have been called "non
Biblical" sermons may contain more Biblical truth than some 
of those which are more in conformity with traditional styles 
of oratory. It just could be that some sermons which are 
praised as being the "good old Jerusalem gospel" don't 
really contain much of the gospel. (End of series) 
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Child Abuse. 
In our world, incidents of child abuse 

are receiving more and more publicity. 
This is as it should be. Every Christian 
should be appalled by and deplore any 
kind of abuse on helpless children. Each 
one should do all he can by word and 
deed to eliminate this evil blight on our 
society. 

However, I am concerned even more 
about another kind of child abuse which 
goes virtually unnoticed. It is the almost 
total neglect of the spiritual develop
ment of countless numbers of children. 
In manr instances, children grow up as 
spiritua waifs with little or no spiritual 
instruction. In numerous other cases, 
neither parent makes any significant ef
fort to teach, train and nurture their chil
dren in a spiritual way daily. It is tragic 
that those who never neglect to feed 
the body three times a day seldom or 
never impart spiritual food to the hun
gering child. This kind of child abuse is 
not generally condemned. Nevertheless, 
it has eternal consequences. Every day a 
child is deprived of spiritual nourish
ment is like putting a nail in his or her 
spiritual coffin! My heart weeps at this 
appalling sin. I realize these are strong 
words, but is it not supremely im
portant? jesus said, "What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul?" 

Paul has some challenging words in 
Ephesians 6:4. "Fathers, do not provoke 
your children to wrath but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
lord." What does this mean? Fathers, as 
leaders in the home, are NOT to irritate 
their children to wrath or agitate them to 
violence. The father must communicate 
to the child that he is truly loved and of 

The Siege Mentality 
The New Testament presents the 

church as an aggressive outgoing group 
of people. However, there seems to be 
developing in our modern brotherhood, 
at least in some quarters, a "siege men
tality." We remember from high school 
history the accounts of castles which 
were conquered by the enemy laying 
siege to them. The moats were filled 
and the draw-bridges were raised and 
that made the occupants feel a little 
more secure. But time went by and they 
were overcome. 

Can it be that some of our brothers 
feel safer if they can "fill the moat" and 
"raise the bridge" as was done in me
dieval times? Maybe some of us have 
not even outgrown the frontier days of 
our own country. We have circled our 
wagons and while the enemy has moved 
on we still feel safer on the inside shoot
ing out at anything that moves. 

To be honest, many love to fire ran.
domly in almost any direction, even 
wounding themselves at times with 
ricocheting bullets from their own guns. 
As a church, we are such a little dot on 
the religious horizon that no one pays 
much attention to us, therefore, we turn 
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supreme worth to the parent. To do this, 
he must nourish (promote their health 
and strength) by putting into their minds 
by training (repetition and example) and 
by discipline (correction in love when 
a mistake is made and encouragement 
and praise for accomplishments) the 
precepts of God. 

Every father should make a plan for 
the fulfillment of Paul's instruction. Pos
sible ways to implement this teaching 
are: · 

Each day, set aside a time when you 
can actually teach your child the Word 
of God through songs, scripture read
ings, Bible stories, etc. You will cherish 
these as the days and years go by. Your 
children will thank you over and over 
again for a heritage which cannot be 
taken away. I can ·remember my chil
dren saying in their sweet little voices, 
"Daddy, tell it again." As my father said, 
:'S_on, do something today you can re
JOice about tomorrow." 

Each day, play some game with them. 
Take time to be a little child. I will al
ways remember our games of hide and 
seek, hitting the line (playing football in 
the front room), turning the house into 
a maze, etc. 

Each day, take time to do something 
together such as take a walk and ex
plain something about God's wonderful 
world of nature. 

Explain to them why putting the king
dom first is more important than a TV 
program, a recreational activity, etc. Pro
vide an example in your own life in 
regard to attending Bible classes en
thusiastically and consistently, fellow
ship with the .saints, sharing the gospel 
of Christ, visiting the sick and widows. 

PHILIP BLACK 

on ourselves. After all, it is much easier 
to pick a fight with your brothers than 
it 1s to convert your neighbor. And 
besides, it satisfies your thirst for blood. 
This helps create the "siege mentality." 
"I'll stay inside the fort and keep it pure, 
someone else go outside and I'll shoot 
at them if they don't do as I wish." 

Examples of the "siege mentality" are 
everywhere. The battle of the versions is 
being waged while millions are dying 
without any translation at all. It's easier 
to shoot at my brothers who use a dif
ferent version than it is to take the one 
I like and leave my castle to go out and 
convert an enemy soldier. This battle, 
strangely enough is being sustained by 
many who do not know a Greek 
diphthong from a declension. They just 
shoot the bullets someone else gives 
them. 

Then there is the church which re
fused to let a little eleven year old boy 
speak to one of its Bible classes. The 
lad, who was involved in leadership 
training, was visiting his grandmother 
who was a member of that church. The 
request was denied because they said 

(Continued on page 12) 

They are watching closely to see if you 
practice what you say. 

By doing the above, fathers, you may 
lay a solid base upon which your wife 
can build in her relationship with the 
children while you are away from home. 
Be a modern joshua and exclaim . . . 
"But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the lord." Amen. 
Box 2004, Portales, N.M. 88130 

I Don't Hold Hands 
RICHARD HALL 

Said it before and may again, "I don't 
hold hands." I know what my ~riorities 
are and visiting just to visit isn t one of 
of them. The church does not support 
me to come visit them. In setting our 
priorities and making our schedules do 
we perhaps go overboard? It's been 
several years since I've made a sys
tematic visiting round of a congregation. 
It's time that congregations stop ex
pecting visits from the preacher just be
cause it's been a while since he "came 
by to say hello." loyalty is to the Body 
of Christ and not to the body of the 
preacher visiting in our homes. How
ever, it's possible we preachers are 
going too far. Visiting can be good ser
mon preparation. A few examples. 

just dropped in on a lady at the hos
pital. A real complainer. She has had 
nearly every illness known to man and 
has a few she keeps for a rainy day. She 
shops for doctors until she finds one 
who will give her tests. Don't ask her 
how she is. She's lying in the hospital 
about to have surgery, and I'm thinking, 
she doesn't need it they're just doing it. 
She's crying and I'm trying to encourage 
her about the surgery, but she shakes 
her head and says, "the worst thing is 
not having anyone to go home to." Now 
that will color my preaching for a while. 

Went by a friend's business. He's a 
cheerful entrepreneur who's always 
positive and I just like to be around 
him. We swap a few jokes, sip our cof
fee and suddenly he tells me he's got to 
pink slip fourteen of his employees that 
day and doesn't think his business will 
make it. He's worked hard and poured 
a lot of money in it. He's hurting be
cause of what he's going to have to do 
and what it will do to their families. 
That's going to do things to my 
preaching. 

He's dying of cancer. Went by to 
visit he and his wife one day last week. 
We talked of fishing, truck driving, steel 
belted radials, and going to be with 
God. He smiled, we prayea, and he held 
his hurting stomach (a constant reminder 
of the cancer). That's doing things to 
my preaching. 

I don't hold hands anymore. I don't 
visit just to visit. I don't go to keep the 
brethren happy. All that used to be, but 
not anymore. I do sermon preparation 
not just visit. Funny how much more of 
both I get done. Wonder why? 
1701 West Main Street, Medford, Ore
gon 97501 
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Evangelizing the Blind 
The purpose of this article is to ac

quaint the church with blindness, blind 
people, and what is being done and can 
be done, both co llectively and indi
vidually to evangelize them. 

A lthough many people think of blind
ness as a total lack of sight, definitions 
vary. Many states consider anyone legal
ly blind whose visual acuity is 20/200 in 
the better eye with corrective lenses. At 
no time has the number of bl ind people 
been accurately known. The worldwide 
total varies from 15,000,000 to as high 
as 25,000,000. It is estimated th at of 
these, fewer than 25% are totally blind, 
having no useful vision. On ly about 3% 
or 60,000 are of pre-school or school 
age. Approximately 65% of the severely 
impai red are 65 or older. 

There are two major categories of the 
blind: (1) those who are congen itally 
blind, that is blind from birth; and (2) 
those who are adventi tiously blind, 
those who have lost th eir sight later on 
in li fe. 

Each category of the bl ind has its spe
cific needs and problems. Local con
gregations need to be awar~ of these 
needs and address them. 

The Problems of the Blind and 
Understanding Them 

At th is pointJou may be wondering: 
What are bl in people like? As one 
person stated, "Blind people think of 
themselves as people who just happen 
to be blind." Whether we agree w ith 
this statement or not, blind people gen
erally accept their blindness and most 
are open to questions about it. They 
recogn ize their condition and do not 
mind talking about it w i th a sighted per
son. Each person has di ffe rent talents 
and abilities, hobbies and interests. 
Sometimes people think t hat all blind 
people have "exceptional memories," or 
that they are all " musically gifted" and 
that "thei r afflictions have t ransformed 
them into sweet and loving persons," or 
their bl indness has given them " su
perior insights." (Irv ing R. Dickman, 
" Living with Blindness," Public Affairs 
Pamphlet #473.) Many talk as if the 
blind person were not even there. For 
example, at a restaurant the waiter often 
turns to the companion of the blind per
son and asks, "What does she want?" 
Some people talk much louder than 
normal, as if the person were deaf in
stead of blind. Some even choose their 
words carefully as if they were talking 
to a l ittle child. Some offer too much 
and others just avoid the blind. 

How We, as Christians, Can 
Help the·Biind 

It's always appropriate to offer your 
assistance. Don't be surprised, though, 
if he'd rather do it himself. 

If you are helping and not sure exact
ly what to do, ask the expert, the blind 
person. He can tell you how to help. 

You may let him know that you're 
talking to him by speaking his name, if 
you know i t, or by touching his elbow 
or arm. He wi ll not be able to see move-
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ments of eyes or looks in his direction, 
so communication shou ld be done ver
bally. Do not grab his cane or pet his 
guide dog w ithout his perm ission . 

When walking' with a blind person, let 
him take your arm. From the motion of 
you r body lie can tell when you come 
to a curb, steps, or turn. To avoid sur
prises, he may want to walk one-half 
step behind you. 

Do not be afra id to ta lk to him about 
his bl indness. Generally, bl ind people 
are not sensitive to questions and wi ll 
glad ly ta lk to you about it. They usually 
do not mind words li ke "see,' " look," 
"watch," "read," or "b lind." There are 
no good substitutes for these words and 
blind persons feel free to use them. 

Blindness does not mean "deaf or 
dumb." If you have a question for the 
blind person about what he likes to eat, 
for example, ask him. 

Be yourself. Observe good common 
sense and display Christian principles 
when helping or communicating with 
the blind. Above all , be truly concerned 
about him. Show the love of Christ by 
example and by your speech. 

Hobbies and Interests 
Blind people have various hobbies 

and interests ranging from sports to 
read ing. For the purpose of this article, 
we w ill d iscuss how the blind read 
since this wi ll be helpful in communicat
ing the gospel to them. There are 
basically three formats used by the blind 
in reading. 

Braille. The blind person reads Braille 
by moving his fingers along a line of 
raised dots. There are six dots to a 
Braille cell. Different combinat ions of 
these dots make up the Braille system. 
The average reading speed with Brai lle 
has been estimated at 104 words per 
minute, about half th at of the average 
sighted person. 

Talking Books. Few realize the "Talk
ing Books" were· the fi rst of the Long 
Playing records. Th ese were produced in 
1934 along w ith the 33 R.P-.M. player. 
Now Talking Books are recorded at 
other speeds such as 162/J and 8VJ 
R.P.M. This is done for economic rea
sons. 

Cassette Books. These books are re
corded on four track cassettes, especial
ly developed by the Library of Congress 
at 15/16 inches per second. They were 
earlier reco rded at 1 'l's inches per sec
ond on two track cassettes. The slower 
speeds were designed to put more ma
teria ls on the tapes. 

Sources of Materials 
A major source of read ing material for 

the blind is the National Library Service 
for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped, Library of Congress, Wash ing
ton, D.C. 20542. These materia ls are 
furnished free of charge. Through a net
work of regional libraries scattered 
across th e country, the Library of Con
gress program distributes materials in 
Braille, Talking Books, and Cassette 
Book formats. A lso distributed are rec-

ord players and cassette players of which 
there are more than 150,000 users an
nually. 

Recording for the Blind, Inc., 215 E. 
58th St., New York, N.Y. 10022, uses 
volunteers to record i ts educational ma
terials. It records standard works and 
text books, primari ly, and w ill not record 
reference works. They do not record 
such things as sermon outl ines, sermon 
books, Bible school literature and peri
odicals, though one can find in their 
catalogues some books written by mem
bers of the Church of Christ. They pro
vide recorded textbooks on loan for one 
year with extensions granted if re
quested. 

Educational Tape Recording for the 
Blind, 10234 South Kedzie Avenue, 
Evergreen Park, Il l., 60642, primarily 
record materials used by blind students 
in school sett ings, such as textbooks, 
plays and related materials, as well as 
some religious books. 

Talking Tapes for the Blind, 16 North 
Gore Avenue, Suite 204, St. Louis, Mo. 
63119, mainly records textbooks, but 
w ill record other materials also. They are 
not as limited as the other organiza
tions in what they w i ll record. 

Volunteers of Vacaville, P. 0 Box 670, 
Vacaville, Calif., 95696, primari ly record 
textbooks, but also have novels, cook-

. books and other books in their l ibrary. 
They have a few books written by mem
bers of the Church of Christ, but not as 
many as the other libraries. 

American Foundation for the Blind, 
Publications D ivision, 15 West 16th 
Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 , provides 
information on blindness and special 
aids and appliances for the blind. 

Following are sources of materials in 
the Church of Christ: Howell Castleman, 
Good News Taping for the Blind, 613 
Coolair Drive, Dallas, Texas 75218 has a 
correspondence course by John Clayton . 

Li ght for the Bl ind, The Campbell Ave
nue Church of Christ, 1075 West Camp
bell Avenue, Campbell, Calif. 95008, has 
in Braille books. tracts, selected hymns 
and selected " 20th Century Christian" 
magazines and other materials for Bible 
study. They are available free on loan 
or may be kept providing one makes 
special arrangements to do so. 

Glad Tidings of Good Things, a 
Brai lle magazine, by Church of Christ, 
1610 Vine Street, Abi lene, Texas 79602. 
It contains articles and hymns. The 
church also has some tracts available 
upon request. 

jack Burford, 1226 Sayles Blvd., Abi
lene, Texas 79605, edits Glad Tidings of 
Good Things on cassette, which contains 
hymns, devotionals and sermons. These 
may be purchased or borrowed. 

Sources of Bibles in Special Media 
The American Bible Society, Special 

Ministries, 1865 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. 10023, Phone: 212-581-7400, pro
vides Bibles in Braille, on cassettes and 
on records. Bibles on tape, record or 
brai lle may be borrowed from the net
work of Regional Libraries temporaril y, 
according to library rules. For informa
tion, contact: National Library Services 

(Con tinued on page 12) 
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OVC APPOINTS MYERS 

TO HEAD BIBlE DEPARTMENT 

Edward P. Myers has been named 
chai rman of the Bible Department and 
assistant professor of Bible and Religion, 
accord ing to Ohio Val ley Co llege dean 
and vice president for academic affairs, 
Dr. Charles J. Aebi. 

Myers is replacing Alex Humphrey, 
who resigned as acting chairman and 
assistant professor in Bible and Rel igion 
in order to return to full-time preaching. 

Myers, who has completed class work 

BOOKS BY 
TED CLINE 

Searching for Real Christianity. 
During its first five months this 
li ttl e book influenced at least thirty 
souls to obey the gospel. A lso ex
cellent as a 13-lesson study guide 
for teenage and adult classes. $2.50 
each; one dozen, $25 postpaid. 

Sermons That live: 50 Complete 
Outlines. Very practical. $4.95. 

Questions for "Jehovah's Witness
es." Revised 4th edition. This has 
helped thousands from falling into 
the subtle deceptions of Watch
tower dogmas. $1.50 per copy. 
Order from: 

Firm Foundation Pub. House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

USE TOLL-FREE LINE ... CALL NOW 

TEXAS 1-800-252-9103 
Others 1-800-531-5227 

(please add 10% for postage) 
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for the Ph.D. in Theological and Reli
gious Studies at Drew University, is 
working on his dissertation: " The Work 
of Benjamin Warfield on the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures." 

He attended Lubbock Christian Col
lege, Abi lene Christian University, and 
Berean Christian College. He is a grad
uate of the Sunset School of Preaching 
and holds the master's de~ree in Chris
t ian Apologetics from Cincinnati Bible 
Seminary, the M.A.R. degree from Hard
ing Graduate School of Religion, the 
M.T.S. and the M.Th. degrees from Ala
bama Christian School of Religion, and 
the D.Min. degree from Lu ther Rice 
Seminary. 

Myers has preached in Oklahoma, 
Texas, Louisiana, and Ohio, and has 
taught in the Madras School of Preach
ing in Madras, India. He was also in
structor in Bible and Christian Apologe
tics at White's Ferry Road School of 
Biblical Stud ies in West Monroe, LA. 

FHC lECTURESHIP 
THEME ANNOUNCED 

The 47th annual Freed-Hardeman 
College Lectureship will be held Feb
ruary 7-11. 

The 1983 theme is "The Church of 
Tomorrow: Horizons and Destiny." 

The new, spacious Bible-Communica
tion-World Evangelism Building will be 
used during this year's Lectureship. 
Ground was broken for this facility at 
the 1982 Lectureship. 

) 

Tom Bedichek, Minister, 225 Waco, 
Wichita, Ks (316) 295-9653: When fi
nancial belt-t ightening is the order of 
the day, the members of the Central 
Church of Christ in W ichita, Kansas, 
have proven that commitment tran
scends hard times. In the first stage of a 
campaign to construct an addition to 
the church building, the congregation 
gave in gifts and pledges a total of 
$229,434.40 on Sunday, October 31 . 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED 
BILL HAMRICK 
918·428·2557 

or 
918-583-6992 
(After Hours) 

CONTACT 

DAVID P. BROWN 
918-428-2557 

or 
918-583-6992 
(After Hours) 

P.O. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

20/!_ANNIVERSARY 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 5 

9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

10:00 A.M. Worship 

11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Catered Luncheon 
at Pearce High School Cafeteria & Corral Room 
$4.50 Adults $2.75 Children under 8. 

2:00 P.M. Singing & Devotional - Church Auditorium 
(Replaces evening classes & worship) 

WATERVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1409 North Waterview Drive 

Richardson, Texas 75080 

214/231-8144 

' 
\ 
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THE LORD'S APROACH TO UNITY 

(Continued from page 4) 

made mistakes of commission, but we 
are much more comfortable w ith sins of 
omission. We would rather do nothing 
than take a chance on doing something 
wrong. 

Recently, an older preacher criticized 
a younger preacher for being critical of 
the church for its Jack of l ife and evan
gelism. The older brother remarked 
that the younger one had only been in 
the church a few years and had no right 
to be critical. Is that really the issue
the age of the preacher? Or is the issue 
truth? Was he right or wrong? 

Fi fth, Jesus' concern for un ity was not 
influenced by crowd appea l. He did not 
let popularit}' cause him to change or to 
become puffed-up. He stuck w ith his 
course of being a servant leader as he 
concerned himself with the needs of 
others. Popularity often causes us to 
have ego problems. We become in
flated with our own importance ,and 
wi ll not admit mistakes. We cry, " I've 
never changed on any point." That just 
means we are retarded. We've learned 
nothing and made no progress. 

The problem is compounded when 
we are prominent leaders. I have copies 
of letters in which a certain editor was 
strongly urged to visit a congregation 
personally against which he had printed 
negative articles. The person requesting 
the trip was a friend and even offered to 
pay the other's expenses. Yet, the 
brother wou ld not go. Once we take a 
position publ icly, it becomes extremely 
difficult to even entertain the possibility 
that we might have been wrong. 

We must refuse to choose sides and 
"line up." Since I have been preaching, 
I have spoken at scores of different con-

gregations for meetings and other spe
cial emphases. In my judgment, some 
of th ese tended to be liberal, some 
legalistic, some worldly, some dead, and 
some " just right."' However, they were 
all still the Lord's church and my breth
ren, in spite of their problems. The 
church in Corinth was " the chu rch of 
God," even with the amount of prob
lems it had. 

When I spoke at these places that 
were less than perfect, I did not cover up 
the problems as I saw them. Neither did 
I " brow-beat" them and act in a harsh, 
cri tical manner. I simply preached what 
was assigned by them or selected by 
me, and pointed out concerns that I 
may have had for them. 

Some of these places were quite di
verse f rom the others in their emphases. 
For example, one year I spoke on the 
"Tulsa Workshop" and the "Spiritual 
Sword Lectureship." Another year, I 
spoke on the " Fort Worth Lectures" and 
the "Florida Evangelism Seminar." Two 
of these programs were almost totally 
"doctrin al" in their emphasis, and the 
other two mostly "practical." A ll served 
a purpose. If invited, I would speak on 
any or all of them again. They are all 
my brethren, and I refuse to choose 
sides. 

When we disti ll all of these considera
t ions down, it becomes clear that Jesus 
was seeking unity amidst people with 
problems-serious prob lems. Yet, he 
was patient in his firmness with them. 
He acted rathe r than reacted. His most 
serious confrontations were not with the 
"s inners" nor the impu lsive mistake
makers, but rather with the religious 
leaders who thought that they had all of 
the answers. 

1601 5. 1Oth, Tacoma, WN 98444 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact ua for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Kune, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-0208 

• 
~·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- · -·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Taxas 76021, Phona: 817-262-3911 

ACU BREAKS ENROLLMENT RECORD 
The 1982 registration is finally com

plete with 4,546 students enrolled in 
classes on the ACU campus. This is an 
increase of 29 students over comparable 
f igures last year. 

The student work office reports that 
more students are interested in part
time work this year than in prior years, 
reflecting perhaps the economic condi
tions of the nation. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone : 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to fu ll t ime workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group I ife at your option . 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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COLUMBIA SELECTS NEW BIBLE 
AND RELIGION CHAIRMAN 

PORTLAND, O regon- Tom Sibley has 
been appointed chairman of the Divi
sion of Bible and Religion at Columbia 
Christian College, Dr. Gary D. El liott, 
dean of the college, recent ly announced. 

Sibley has been on Columbia's faculty 
since j uly 1980 and has served as co
chairman of the School of Bib lical Stud
ies and d irector of the school's work
shop. He also is serving as pulpit 
minister for the Tualatin Valley, Ore., 
church. 

THE SIEGE MENTALITY 

(Continued on page 8) 
they d id not know the young man
even though he did attend a "faithful" 
congregation-and he might teach false 
doctrine. Yes, you read it right! The 
"~iege mentality" lives on. Can you 
imagine how the boy's spirit was 
quenched? 

Another church refused to let its 
young people become involved in a 
leadership train ing course because some 
of the material might have bad teach
ing about the Holy Spirit. It did not, but 
the wagons were circled and the enemy 
was kept out. 

Many in the brotherhood are taking 
pot-shots at other brothers who are out 
on the battlefield converting and re
taining more souls than most all the 
critics put together. Somehow it must 
make us uncomfortable that they con
vert peop le we probably wou ld not 
touch. More than that, they retain a phe
nomenal ly high percentage of former 
addicts to i ll icit sex, dope, alcohol and 
even young people from "orthodox" 
Christian homes who would normally 

Before moving to the Northwest, Sib
ley worked with Churches in Louisiana 
and Mississippi. He is a native of Texas, 
graduated f rom Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas and from New Orleans 
Bapt ist Theologica l Seminary with a 
Th.M. 

leave the church under other circum
stances. Evidently, we cannot f ind much 
wrong with their teaching so, f rom in
side our castle, we shoot at their meth
ods. We tel l them, "Don't come into 
my castle and try to get my people to 
go out there where it's dangerous." 

It is more comfortable to stay in the 
fort and flaunt the banners of battles 
past than to get out and fight a new real 
enemy. It is more satisfying to revel in 
glories long since gone than to adjust 
to new vistas. But let us not permit this 
spiri t to determine our di rection. Can 
we expect to escape defeat if we "fi l l 
the moats" and "I ift the bridges" around 
our own little personal castles. Can we 
move on if we keep our wagons in a 
circle? 
South Hull and Edgemont, Montgomery, 
AL 36105 

EVANGELIZING THE BLIND 

(Continued from page 9) 
for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped, for cooperating library nearest 
you. (More next week) 

john Herndon is a blind student in 
the Hard ing Graduate school, 1000 
Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tn 38117. 

INCLUDE Y OUR ZIP CODE 
When you send In a list o! n ew subscrlp· 

lions to the F irm Foundation, p lease be 
aure each ho.s the proper Zip Code n u m ber 
atter the c ity a n d sta te. 

want to get out of debt ? 
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Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Wou ld you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large r eserve built up for emergencies , 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

fY/,en !lei ~6 
CH'tJ 6fiecial~e 

Ca.ll Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

d66i61 ~ou 
tn fl>~eache~6 

1508 Metro T ower 
Lubbock , Tx 79401 
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MORE FOOD DELIVERED TO POLAND 

--
THE KIND OF RESPONSE NEEDED 

FOR NIGERIA-NOW! 

Here is a portion of a letter sent to 
us at Ch isholm Hills from the Stapely 
and Dana Church of Christ of Mesa, 
Arizona: 

"Good News! Our elders have agreed 
with me to include $450 in our 1983 
budget for the support of a full time 
national missionary in Nigeria per 
your 4-10 plan. We now need di
rections from you." 

We need other churches to make the 
•same kind of response to the great op
portuni ties of work the thousands of 
World Bible School contacts in Nigeria. 
Chisholm Hills is sending Ralph Perry to 
Nigeria to f ind ten Nigerian congrega
tions that wi ll take the responsibility of 
finding and sending ten gospel preach
ers in the areas where the church is little 
known. They will need help. Help like 
the church in Mesa is going to give. 
Thousands have taken and are taking 
the correspondence course. Thousands 
of students are ready to be baptized. 
Thousands of teachers in the United 
States are frustrated because they can
not make the proper contacts for the 
students in Nigeria. Here is a plan that 
w ill meet the demands of all. Chisholm 
Hills is anxiously waiting for other con
gregations to make a full commitment 

Mike Dawidaw (left) and Bill McDonough stop for rest in Gdansk, Poland, as they like the one above. Write us. 
deliver another 18 tons of meat and milk products to Polish Christians. This brings Elvis H. Huffard, elder, Chisholm Hills 
the total delivered since May of 1981 to 421 tons. Shipments will continue on a Church of Christ, 281 0 Chisholm Road, 
monthly basis. Florence, A labama 35630 ---------.....:====r'-T"""'' ~==---=_,--------=--=-~~ 

CChe ?fruit of !he cJpirif 

by 
Leroy Brownlow 

This is the newest and most 
beautiful Gift Book by Leroy Brownlow 
-one of Am erica's bestselling inspira
tional authors. The book contains 
enriching chapters on each of the nine 
fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23). 
The message is Biblical , comforting , 
encouraging and upl ifting. The volume 
also contains beautiful full color 
photography throughout and is gift 
boxed. $5.95 each. 

Brownlow Gift Books, the leading 
line of inspirational Gift Books, are 
designed for your own reading and as a 
beautifu l gift for a friend. Give them 
for Christmas, birthdays- any special 
day. A lso, Brownlow Gift Books are 
designed for your congregation to use 
them in a wide variety of ways (hospital 
m inistry, awards for special groups 
such as teachers, visitation teams, 
etc.). 

$4.50 Books: The Greatest Thing in 
the World, The More Years the More 
Sunshine, Peace Be With You. 

$5.95 Books: Aesop's Fables, Better 
Than Medicine, By His Side, A Father's 
World, Flowers for Mother, Flowers for 
You, Flowers of Friendship, Flowers 
That Never Fade, For Love's Sake, The 
Fruit of the Spir it, Longfellow Birthday 
Book , Making the Most of Life, The 
Story of J esus, Thoughts of Gold in 
Words of Silver, A Time to Laugh, 
University of Hard Knocks, With the 
Good Shepherd. 

$6.95 Books: Daybreak, In His Steps, 
Living With the Psalms, Some Quite 
Place, Today Is Mine, Windows. 

$12.95 Books: Leaves of Gold- Stan
dard Edition, Today Is Mine- Leather 
Edition. 

ORDER FROM 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Tex11s 78767 

13 [769] 



T. B. LARIMORE BIOGRAPHY BEGUN 

T. B. Larimore has been hailed as 
being among the greatest evangelists of 
the Restoration Movement. Born in 
poverty on july 10, 1843, Larimore rose 
to become one of the most beloved men 
in the brotherhood. In 1859 he was 
accepted at Mossy Creek Baptist College 
in jefferson City, Tennessee (today 
Carson-Newman College) and finished 
his studies just before the outbreak of 
the War Between the States. On a visit 
home during this period he was sur
prised to discover that his mother and 
sister had been baptized by a Restora
tion preacher from North Alabama. 

His longest meeting was in Sherman, 
Texas in 1894. It lasted 22 weeks and a 
day and there were over 250 baptisms. 

He moved with his mother and sister 
to Hopkinsville, Kentucky in 1864. They 
began attending the small church of 
Christ there, where on july 10, T. B.'s 
twenty-first birthday, he was baptized 
into Christ. 

In connection with my graduate 
studies in American church history. A 
complete biography of Larimore is 
planned. That project has been started. 
Anyone who has any kind of informa
tion whatsoever about Brother Larimore 
is asked to contact the writer at the 
address below.-Douglas Foster, 4109 
Gallatin Road, Nashville, TN 37216. 

------40---

DELA YEO BROADCAST GOSPEL 
SING SONG 

The delayed broadcast of the 16th An
nual Original Gospel Sing Song Till Mid
night, to be conducted in Arlington, 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5,1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761-1350 901-683-1678 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sman carton and three of these cartoM to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787Q 
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Texas, Friday night, Dec. 3rd, may be 
heard in more tllan twenty states. 

The one hour special broadcast may 
be heard SUNDAY NIGHT, May 5tll, 
over: 
WOAI, 1200 on your radio dial, San 
Antonio, 7:30-8:30 P.M. (Central Time). 
KWKH, 1130 on your dial, Shreveport, 
11:00 P.M. to 12:00 midnight (Central 
Time). 

These 50,000 watt A.M. stations, the 
most powerful in the nation, have been 
broadcasting the Annual Gospel Sing 
Song the past ten years, because of the 
quality, as a public service. 

The Sing Song is conducted by V. E. 

Howard, under auspices of the Las Vegas 
Trail Church of Christ, Ft. Worth, Texas. 
The singing will be conducted in the 
new auditorium of the North Davis 
Church of Christ, in Arlington, Texas. 

Truman E. Spring, 16327 Lakeview, 
Houston, TX.: I recently conducted a 
meeting for the Casa View congregation 
in Mesquite, Texas. They have a full
time staff of three preachers and one 
elder. Charles Brazzel is now serving as 
pulpit preacher. In this five-day effort 
we were blessed with 15 responses. 
My final meeting of 1982 is witn the 
North Amarillo church. This meeting 
_begins on October 17. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
!YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF T-HE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 516-7716 

For less Than o 1 vea~-$1o.oo 

$ 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

1.00 Per Montho a vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. BoY 

City/State/Zip 

Signature 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertialn~ Jn thJa section $1.50 per Uno. Deslaned espedally to accommodate conpegations 

advertisin~ meetin~ places, preachers seeking work or con~egatlons see!dnir preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10°F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-10°F and +250°F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preachin~r-Personal Evanplism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800 .. 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ !5(}5 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P."M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CRA.TBAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
~\:&- 07928. NORTHmRN NEW JlnRSEY. 

YORK CITY AXEL 2·ol-635-6810 or 
301-636-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - A.NOHORA.GE OBlJB.OH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frionda In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Ancliorage, Alaaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BAY A.RIDA. SOHOOL OF PR.EAOHING 
11800 Dublin Road. 

PleasiUiton, OAUfonai:IL 94560 
James W. Fer@'uson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSmP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI. 
HAWAII. Ph (808) 822·!.960 or CJare]lee M~, 
Chureli of c&r\st, 4'841 Hi'uaali. Ita., Kapaa, Hawiiii 
96746. 

LOS_ANGELES, CALIFOR~ 
CENTRAL CHURCH OF CBI{JST 

12th and Hoover Streots 
SundA7 worship s:s. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
MlnJsters: Lewis Frlsb7, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473·8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
SundA7 classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Vbltcms Welcome. Writs about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DJI)NVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD OHlJB.OH OF OHRIST 

456 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-lOU 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu• 
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-8557 ." 
Rifle, Colorado, Central Church of Christ, Ches 
Wooten, Minister. Call (303) 625-2436 or 625-2700 for 
times and place of services. 
Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ lust off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Struggling New England congregation desperately needs 
full time minister with some outside support. Will pro
vide minister's home including utilities. Congregation 
owns excellent church building, needs minister to help 
fill it. Anyone Interested should send resume and ref
erences to Church of Christ, 409 Upham Street( Mel· 
rose, Mass. 02176. A tape of a lesson would a so be 
desireable. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-writo for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for Info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish· 
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child In care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (61 S) S26·20S2 or write, 
larry Milligan, 22S N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
Domestic missionary needs full or partial support to 
continue fruitful work. References. Rhys N. Thomas, 506 
N. Linn, Fayette, MO 6S248, (816) 248·5252. 

A CITY LOST 
VOCATIONAL EVANGELISTS NEEDED: COME IN PAIRS, 
COME IN UNITY; COME IN TIME; WRITE ERVIN 
BENNETT, SEWARD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P.O. BOX 
121S, SEWARD, AK 99664. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., :2lOG 1D. lllorsma Ave.. 
u.s. 480 :ma.t Oppoilte K-Mart. omoe 4'1'1-
12'11. Bobb7 Wad.e, Mba. 4'18-40156. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
YUMA. ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3{1 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (S12) S89-772S (dlly) or 
S89-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Applications being accepted for position as CamJl 
Director at Camp Blue Haven. Las Vegas, NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Exter, Box 456, Olton, TX 79064. 

Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893·S8S2. 

Must sell preacher's library. Send stamped, addressed 
envelope for book list. Mrs. Jean Crow, P.O. Box 
61, Gonzales, La. 70737. 
Dynamic Preaching Sunday morning and evening within 
100 miles drivin~ distance Glasgow, Ky. 43 years old. 
29 years preachmg experience and radio work. B.S. 
and M.A. degrees. High school teacher, children 
grown, wife nurse, no hobbies. After 4 p.m. S02-428· 
4732, Box 62, Summer Shade, Ky. 
The Waldron, AR. Church of Christ Is seeking a full· 
time preacher. If interested call (S01) 637-2779 or 
(501) 637-3414. 

INVESTIGA.TIDI The Fll'lll Foundattoa 
trlea to aereea ad.vertfiiiDg, aDd wiD not 
lmowlugl'y take queatlonable ad.vertlaiDg. 
But It Ia the read.er'• reapon .. biUtJ' to ID• 
vestlpte. Like aD'J" other paper, we some
times unwittingly ruD an unworth7 ad.. 
AJI the old saybag goes, before you IDveat. 
lnvestl&"&tel 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

ANEW BOOK 

BALES' POSITION EXPLAINED AND DENIED 
by Jerry Moffitt 

On Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

176 pages, $4.95; add 75¢, postage & handling 

ORDER FROM: 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78745 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

POR INFORMATION CONTACf: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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ANNOUNCING 

1983 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(169) ROYAL ODYSSEY 
CRUISE 

January 14-25 
Visiting Jamaica, Columbia, through 

the Panama Canal, Mexico 

(180) ADVENTURE IN 
lONDON 

April 23-May 1 
Visiting London and the 

English Countryside 
Sponsored by Oklahoma Christian University 

(181) MEDITERRANEAN 
lECTURESHIP 

April 2-16 
Attend the Mediterranean Lectureship 

in Athens plus optional Greek Isle 
Cruise or Holy Land Tour 

Escorted by George Dumas and Eddie Levick 

(182) 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 

FOWlER 
HOlY LAND TOURS 

April 9-20 June 10-21 
November 4·15 

Many Well Known Tour Hosts 

(183) ITALY 
May 10-19 

Visiting Milan, Venice, Florence, 
Pisa, Rome, Naples, Capri, Sorrento 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(184) HO~Y LAND 
May 27 -June 9 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble, 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(177) BRITISH ISLES 
June 7-18 

Visiting England, Wales, Scotland 
Escorted by Hulen & Guille Jackson 

(178) ORIENT 
June 13-July 1 

Visiting Japan, China, Hong Kong, Thailand 
Escorted by Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(185) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 11-25 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, SWitzerland, France 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 
and "Power For Today" 

Escorted by Dr. & Mrs. Steven Lemley 

(179) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
June 26-July 3 

Via the luxurious SONG OF AMERICA 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES ~---------1 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

INDICATE TOUR NUMBER OF BROCHURES DESIREb (FREE) 

NAM~-----------------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________________________ ___ 
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(186) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 6-16 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph & Margaret Casey 

(188) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
July 

Visiting Seattle, Lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

Escorted by June Stathopulo 

(189) ALASKA 
August 2-12 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, Fairbanks, 
Whitehorse plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Charles Hodge and Ralph Casey 

(190) KENYA, AFRICA 
SAFARI 

September 1-18 
Third Annual Camera Safari 

Escorted by Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(191) NEW ENGLAND 
FALl FOLIAGE 

October 1983 
Visiting Washington D.C., New York, 

New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts 
Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 

(192) EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
October 3-15, 1983 

Egypt In-Depth plus Israel 
Escorted by Harvey Porter 

(193) SOUTH PACIFIC 
October 20-November 14 

Visiting Tahiti, Fiji, New Zealand, Australia 
Escorted by Robert & Myrle Bankes 

and Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(194) AFRICAN 
ADVENTURE 

October'll-31 
Visiting Kenya, South Africa, Zimbabwe 

(195) THANKSGIVING IN 
WilliAMSBURG 

November 1983 
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THE NORTHEAST 'SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES began its 
8th year with ·over 40 students. The school 'is a work of the 
Clifton Park, New York, church, and is under the direction of 
John Featherston. The school has grown from one faculty 
member and four students to the faculty and student body 
pictured here (together with family members). As the result 
of the work of this school new congregations have been 
started in Saratoga, New York City, and Ghent, New York; 
Glochester and Haverhill, Massachusetts; Chester, Pennsyl
vania ·and Providence, Rhode Island. In addition many con
gregations throughtout the Northeast have been strengthened. 

Austin, Texas, December 7, 1982 
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"Every Creature" Vision 

There .are forces at work in the political arena and in 
the social sphere that are preparing and shaping a situa
tion that will demand that we re-assess our whole re
ligious approach. Governments and people movements 
are in revolution and they are demanding that consid
eration be given to the worth and the responsibility of 
the individual. Organized religion and state backed re
ligion are out. Simple personal faith is in. The world is 
waiting for exactly what the gospel has to offer and it is 
up to us to tell t~e world exactly what it is. 

We need, without giving up a single principle of Bibli
cal doctrine, to accommodate ourselves to the changing 
times and the changing needs of a changing ·world. We 
need to get our act together. We need to see the whole 
world in need of the gospel, rather than just a few dis
illusioned denominationalists in need of it. The world 
is not just a bunch of religionists in error; it is a mass 
of humanity without God and without hope. 

There are some human needs that are universal, and 
the gospel answers every one of them. Not even an 
atheist can find fault with the philosophy of jesus 
Christ. Men need the gospel and we believe they have 
an honest desire to have it. They do not want our 
churchanity, but they want Christianity. And by the 
grace of God the church has the task of teaching them. 
It is a task in which every member of the church must 
be faithful. None have to preach the issues, but we all 
have to preach the gospel. We will go to hell if we don't. 

We are sick of "issues." We loathe to hear brethren 
say, "let's preach on the issues." Issues come and they 
go. And others arise and also pass. But the mission of 
the church endures forever. It can never lay down the 
burden of lost souls. We think we can see signs that 
the church is turning from issues and witch-hunting to 
evangelism, and we are thankful. 

The church has to a great extent lost its sense of mis
sion. We have turned our attention from saving the lost 
to providing ourselves with the creature comforts of fine 
buildings, paved parking lots, air conditioners and 
padded pews. These may be necessary tools, and very 
desirable things, but God forbid that we have them at 
the expense of our concern for the lost. Now that we 
have satisfied most of our selfish wants perhaps we can 
gt!t back to soul saving. 

We have in the religious community a limitless oppor-
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tunity. Thousands of little independent congregations 
have cut loose from their denominational moorings and 
are searching for a closer relationship with jesus Christ 
through the scriptures. They want a more Biblical posi
tion. These groups should be encouraged in their pil
grimage toward truth. There is leadership already there 
that can take the group· further toward truth if only they 
can have a little guidance. The sincerity of these groups 
is as great as that of anyone else, and their desire to 
please the lord is as strong as that of anyone else. They 
are at the "How can I except someone shall guide me" 
stage. The church can be a Phillip in someone else's 
chariot. 

The strength of the Restoration movement originated 
in Godly men in the denominations who resisted the 
drift in their groups and felt the need to get back to the 
Bible for their rules of faith and practice. We had not 
yet become a definable movement with our segregated 
and separated status. We were not yet shaped into an 
independent entity. We were then where they are now. 
Now that we have a hundred and fifty years of experi
ence in trying to get back closer to pure, New Testament 
Christianity we ought to be able to render a real service 
to these struggling groups. 

But there is a far greater part of_ our world that is 
totally unreligious. Of the more than 200 nations on the 
earth, very few of them, including our own have more 
"believers" than unbelievers. The religion of the whole 
world is hedonism-a crass, unbelieving materialistic 
state of unbelief. 

These people were included in the great commission. 
Every one of them has a right to hear._ Not all the hun
gering and thirsting souls are among false religion. 
When we have gone with the gospel to lands where 
Christianity, even in its weakest sense, was unknown we 
have found people willing to listen and willing to 
believe. 

It is the work of the church to save souls for eternity. 
It is not the work of the church to redeem society be

·Cause there never will be a redeemed society. The 
Devil's rulership of the world guarantees that. The only 
benefit the churcl1 can be to society is to be a leavening 
influence as redeemed souls demonstrate the superior 
quality that individual red~mption brings into a life. 
But the church can be of benefit to the whole world by 
being a bearer of the Good News. 
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DAVID BOSWELL 

When Jesus walked the earth, one group of people he 
couldn't get along with were the Pharisees. Now that's quite 
a paradox. The Pharisees were the 11religionists" of the day. 
They knew the Scriptures, believed in moral purity, believed 
in an afterlife, believed in angels, and they worshipped God 
. egularly. But Jesus, the Son of God, was left out of the 
Pharisee's religion. When Jesus came to them, they rejected 
him because Jesus didn't fit their concept of the Messiah. 

The Phari~ees had everything down so nice and neat in 
their religion. They had put God in a box. They just knew how 
God would act and react in every situation. For example, 
when John healed the blind man in John 9, the Pharisees said 
that Jesus couldn't be of God, because he doesn't keep the 
Sabbath. Healing a blind man is work, you're not supposed 
to work on the Sabbath, therefore, Jesus isn't of God. Because 
of the way the Pharisees were, Jesus wasn't in their religion: 
They had no room for him. Their orthodoxy couldn't allow 
Jesus room. What about us? Does our orthodoxy squeeze him 
out? We want to notice three traits of the Pharisees religion. 
Bec·ause of these three, and many more, Jesus couldn't find 
room in their religion. 

The Pharisees thought they had arrived. They were so satis
fied with their religion. They just knew they were the people 
of God. If you think about it, what can Jesus do for people 
who feel they have arrived? People who are very ·self
satisfied-what can Jesus do for them? If the Pharisees were 
anything, they were a contented lot of people. 

In john 7:45-49, we read that the officers who had been 
sent out to take Jesus, were reporting back to the Pharisees 
and chief priests. But they didn't have Jesus. When they were 
asked why they didn't bring him, the officers replied, 
" ... Never man so spake." The officers were so impressed 
with the words of Jesus, they had forgotten why they were 
there in the first place. 

But notice the Pharisees reply. 11Are ye also led astray? 
Hath any of the rulers believed on him, or of the Pharisees?" 
In other words, if we don't believe in Jesus, and we are 
God's people, and we certainly know that this man can't be 
of God, how can you fellows believe in him? Since we've 
arrived and we don't accept him, you'd have to be pretty 
foolish ~o accept him. Can't you see their arrogance? Their 
mine' '>n tfle matter was completely closed. They thought they 
knew it all. No .-oom for the religion of Jesus Christ. 

The religion of Christ always leaves room for further 
growth and development. The true Christian is always in a 
constant growing life. The moment we say we've arrived, 
that's the moment we begin to die. In our Christian growth 
we reach new heights only to press on to newer heights. One 

way to measure our growth in Christ is to answer this simple 
question: How do I react to a new thought? It's not so much 
how we answer the new thought, but how we react to the 
new thought. 

Another reason why the Pharisees had no room for Jesus 
was their self-righteousness. The religion of Jesus Christ is a 
very humbling religion. From Jesus we learn that we can 
never save ourselves. In fact, we all deserve death and the 
wrath of God. But because of God's love and because of the 
death of Jesus, when I was in the pit of sin and could do 
nothing to earn or merit my salvation, I can ~ow be saved. 
Praise God l There can be no glorying on my part, Jesus has 
done it all! 

But the Pharisees, because they trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, had no room for Jesus. If they were sav
ing themselves because of their own virtue, they didn't need 
Jesus. A self-righteous religion, would never include jesus 
Christ. But Jesus pronounced a blessing on all those who 
realize their need; all those who are spiritually poor (Matt. 
5:3). Tbe spiritually poor realize their spiritual poverty and 
turn to Jesus for help. Arrogance has no place in the religion 
of jesus. 

The Pharisees had no room for jesus because they were 
concerned with externals. As long as their rituals and outside 
piety was there, that was just about all there was to their re
ligion. But the religion of jesus Christ is internal. True spir
ituality is internal, not external. The outside acts are to be 
the result of an inward devotion. Among all the sins that Jesus 
found among men, none aroused his wrath more than the 
hypocrisy with its shame and pretense of religion. jesus 
taught that the greatest commandment of all is love, and 
that's internal. love will show itself externally, but love is 
internal. Jesus told the Pharisees that they were like tombs, 
outwardly beautiful, but inwardly lifeless. Any religious sys
tem that is so concerned with the externals over and above 
the internal, is a religious system which has no room for 
Jesus. 

Is Jesus in your religion? Or, are you like the proud 
Pharisee who shuts him out? If you think you've arrived, or if 
you're in to self-righteousness, or if your religion consists of 
externals to a large degree, then most likely you don't have 
jesus in your religion. The religion of Jesus is a life flowing 
from a heart that knows him, always realizing the need for 
future growth. Beloved, have we as a brotherhood shut Jesus 
out? Are we satisfied? Do we have trouble with new 
thoughts? 

6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, CA 95608 
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"I WILL BLE'SS THE LORD WHO COUNSEL'S ME; 
HE G\VE5 M'E WI?DOM IN THE NIGHT. HE TELL'S 
ME WHAT TO DO." - /'JA . ./6: T (/.B.) 

His chi ldren are torn between love 
and hate for their father. The fathe r pro
vides for his chi ldren well and, when 
they make additional requests, he l istens 
and often gives what th ey ask for. He as
sures the children that he loves them. 
In response to this, they are grateful, 
obedient, and expressive of their love 
for him. 

There is, however, something that 
tends to spoi l this beautiful relationship. 
The father makes some unusual de
mands of the children. He requires that 
each week each child must say some 
complimentary things about him li ke 
"You are the greatest father in the 
world," "You really look handsome, 
Dad," or "You are very generous to us." 
Also, the father commands that on each 
Saturday night each child must give him 
a gift. He requires that the gift be boxed 
and wrapped in green paper and tied 
with a yellow ribbon . 

If a child fails to meet all of these 
demands, he or she is scolded and 
warned never to be so indifferent to his 
demands again. If there is a repeated of
fense, the offending child is punished. 
One spring day his six year old girl was 
playing in the vacant lot next door 
where there were many w ild f lowers. 
She picked a bouquet of those f lowers 
and, in her childish excitement, brought 
them to her father without thinking of 
the required box and wrapping. In ex
treme disgust the father threw the bou
quet into the garbage and demanded an 
apology from the girl for being so pre
sumptuous. 

The art class of his nine year old son 
made posters which read, "Dad, I l_ove 
you," to give to their fathers. Without 
thinking of his father's restrictions, he 
ran eagerly to his father and gave him 
the poster along with a big hug. The 
father shoved the child to the floor and 
tore the poster into bits while raving 
at the awe-stricken child about allowing 
other people to influence him to give 
unspecified gifts. An apology was de
manded of the contrite ch ild with the 
stern warning that, if he continued to let 
teachers and other kids lead him into 
such violations, he would be driven out 
of the home. 
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Worship by Demand CECIL HOOK 

Once when the father's birthday fell 
on Tuesday, the twelve year o ld daugh
ter made him a surprise birthday cake, 
wrapped it properly and presented it to 
him. He rejected the cake and rebuked 
her sternly, informing her that it was her 
own self-will rather than love that had 
caused her to do such a thing. 

Now you can understand why the 
children are torn between love and hate 
for their father. They all secretly long for 
the day when th ey become sixteen so 
that th ey, l ike their sixteen year old 
brother, may run away from home. The 
father has a terribly se lfi sh and egocen
tric personality problem and he is only 
using his children to build it up. 

By now you surely recognize that I am 
not writing about family relationships. I 
have depicted the concept that many of 
our people have held about God and 
our worship and service as his children. 
Have we not portrayed our Father as 
having a colossal ego problem which 
would cause him to demand our flattery 
to satisfy his vanity, to re~uire our gifts 
to feed his pride and to bind arbitrary 
whims to build up his sense of power? 
It is more of a picture of a child abuser 
th an of a child lover. It puts praise, 
adoration, and devotion on a demand 
basis. This is one of the cruelest aspects 
of legal ism. This concept was born of 
the legal ritualistic specifics of the Law 
of Moses, was developed by the me
dieval church, and was inherited by the 
reformers and restorers. 

Th is philosophy has turned our as
semblies into vertical services in our ef
forts to obey God's commands to wor
ship him. We have turned what should 
be edification into a system of rituals. 
Our successful achievement is in dotting 
each " i" and crossing each " t" so as to 
perform the ritual "well-pleasing in thy 
sight." But pleasing God through proper 
performance of rituals is not the purpose 
of our meetings together. Yet we have 
defined, refined, alienated, and divided 
ove r the ritualistic details in such prac
tices as teaching and communion. 

God has not instructed us to assemble 
for the purpose of vertical communica
t ion . In the meetings, " Let all things be 
done for edification ." Assemblies were 
never referred to as worship services in 
the New Testament writings. The dis
ciples did not use our popu lar termi
nology such as "worship service," "meet 
to worship," or "begin our worsh ip." 
Paul does speak of our whole-life of
fering as our worship / service. " I ap
peal to you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present Jour bodies 
as a living sacri fice, holy an acceptable 
to God, which is your spirtiual worship" 
(Rom. 12:1). This refers not to assem
blies and rituals but to whole life com
mitment with Jesus as Lord of our entire 
life. 

What is the purpose of our meetings? 
Their purpose is not to fulfill arbitrary 
commands, to get one score card 
checked, or to merit approval by keep
ing holy details. Neither are they at-

tended that we may receive imparted 
grace. In the sacramental system it is 
thought that when specified rituals are 
performed exactly as prescribed by law, 
grace is imparted into the heart of the 
worshipper. That erroneous concept 
still holds too many of us. 

We do not attend meetings that we 
may carry on a vertical communion- a 
sort of mystical seance with God-like 
when persons participate in the Mass. 
Such persons enter th e building quietly 
without noticing others, go to the end 
of the pew and genuflect to the pres
ence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, 
enter their pew, kneel, and begin their 
prayers. Then th ey leave in silence also. 
They neither understand nor seek to ful
fill any purpose of communion with 
other worshippers. 

In our gatherings we are to encourage 
one another, pray for one another, 
teach and admonish one another in 
song, teach one another, give to help 
one another, and proclaim the atone
ment to one another. Yet these activities 
are no more worsh ip when done in the 
assembly than out of it. In these we fu l
fill the purpose of meetings which is to 
sustain the whole-li fe offering. In gather
ings of disciples we may praise God, 
thank him, and express reverential ador
ation . Such expressions are appropriate 
at any and all times wheth er in an as
sembly or not. But they are not the pri
mary purpose of our fellowship gather
ings. 

God has no self-esteem problem that 
must be bolstered by man's praise. God 
is concerned with saving man, not add
ing to his self-image. That which edfiies 
man fu l fills God's purpose. When God 
described ~imse l f as a jea lous God and 
plead that we should have no other 
gods before him, he was not speaking 
out of a character defect in himself. He 
was expressing his love for us and his 
desire for our full fellowship so he can 
save us. He wants no al ienation of our 
affections lest we suffer the effects of 
sin eternally. God wants us to glorify 
him-to hold him in high op inion and 
to present him in favorable aspect-not 
for his selfish satisfaction, but to cause 
others to come to him. Thus Jesus urged, 
" Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven" 
(Matt. 5:16). It is for the good of man. 
His eternal purpose has been to restore 
man to fellowship with himself. It is 
accomp lished now in Christ. Edification 
helps us to sustain that fellowship. 

Because of their very nature praise, 
adoration, and devotion cannot be de
manded. " You praise me and give me 
gifts or I will consign you to eternal 
hell!"-is that the threat of our loving 
Father? Can threats bring forth praise? 
If God had demanded the last penny of 
the poor w idow, we wou ld see her ap
peasing God rather than offering an ex
pression of devotion and love. If Mary 
had anointed Jesus with expensive nard 

(Continued on page 11 ) 
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Recognize That Crown 
T . B . CREWS 

Solomon w rote, "The ~oary head is a crown of glory, if it 
be found in the way of righteousness," Proverbs 16:31. 

He w rote aga in, "The glory of the young men is their 
strength; and the beauty of the old men is the grey head," 
Proverbs 20:29. 

If any thing is taught in Titus 2, it is the value of age and 
experience. 

One of our very f ine gospel preachers, now past 80 years 
of age remarked, " I finally decided to retire, but I'm not 
happy about it. I still long to preach." This man is in good 
health, and still capable, why should his w isdom and experi 
ence go to waste? Another very successful gospel preacher, 
somewhat younger than the above, is now sitting on the side 
lines, while another fi lls th e pulpi t. The church loves him 
deeply, treats him w ith the greatest of respect, BUT he had 
much rather be doing what he knows best, preaching. His 
remarks to me, when I suggested that I was nearing a similar 
situation, " don' t do it, you won't be happy." So, some of ou r 
very best are being forced to the side lines due to age, even 
though yet capable, and othe rs being forced to give up the 
work they love. 

First of all let me say, I am so very gratefu l that we do have 
churches which recognize the value of these o lder men, and 
are making the best use they can of them. Lovington, N.M. is 
to be commended for what they are doing. W hen these men 
of experience can f it in to such works, and use their ability in 
a little less strenuous fashion, it is good to know there are 
churches w illing and ready to use them. I know of several 
men who are now part ially supported by churches, chu rches 
which supplement their social securi ty incomes or other in
comes, and these churches are f ind ing it to be a rewarding 
work, as th ese men are used in various ways w i thin the frame
work of the local program. I pray that more and more church
es will see the value to be derived from such men. 

But many of these men of age and experiences are not 
all that happy in an arrangement where their t rue talents are 
being wasted. They are grateful to those churches which back 
them, and humble enough to take that help w ithout com
.plaint, bu t deep down inside, there is ever that longing to 
preach. Why shouldn' t they preach? 

Somehow the expressions being used to describe preachers 
has gotten completely out of hand. I hear such expressions as 
"he is a live wire"; "he is a ball of fire"; some even call him 
"a hot shot" ; and of course the most common used expres
sion, " he is dynamic." Now I'm not sure what the terms 
actually mean but some one has said, "A live w ire w ill shock 
you, a ball of fire wi ll burn you, a hot shot w ill shoot you, and 
the dynamic w ill expl ode you." The aftermath of these might 
well be, the live wire w ill leave the church shocked; the ba ll 
of fi re will leave them burned out; the hot shot w ill leave 
them feeling they have been shot at; and the dynamic may 
leave the church wi th many fond memories, but l ittle meat to 
chew on. The older, and more experienced w ill nearly always 
leave any church with much more than a past. They leave 
them well grounded, and well taught. 

There is another arrangement being made by several 
churches, and this one is being fond ly accepted by many of 
our elder men. The church keeps them on the pay roll, sup
plementing their limited incomes, but leaving them free to 

fill preaching appointments, conduct meetings, and to appear 
on lectureships. Churches which do this are made up of lov
ing concerned people, and must be over seen by good elders. 
I say this, because so many churches think only of the direct 
value to them of any thing they do. Since a preacher on 
the pay ro ll who is devoting his t ime and talents largely 
elsewhere, this is unacceptable. However, this could be the 
most fru itful mission work a church cou ld be engaged in 
doing. Along with this there have been those great men who 
have been rewarded with sizable gifts enabling them to buy 
a comfortable home, and to continue from there, doing the 
one thing they know and love to do. Yes, there are some 
churches which care. 

Then we have other churches who feel that their need for 
the wisdom and experience of an older man is greater than for 
a man who is a young wizard. These good churches, knowing 
that a man does become less active with age, take some of 
the work load off the older man they use in the pu lpit, and 
employ younger men for much of the leg work, while letting 
these young men be trained, as they sit at the feet of men 
of experience. This is a great arrangement. If the older man 
is kind, and preaches w ith love and conviction, rather than 
bitterness, as is sometimes the case, the church that doesn't 
grow under this arrangement wou ld grow in number only, 
and certainly not spiritually under another arrangement. 
W hat I am saying is this, the church that grows only because 
of the man in the pu lpit, that is in numbers, is growing for the 
wrong reason, and such growth may well become like that 
of a mush room, easily destroyed. 

Around ou r country are many smaller churches, desperately 
needing some one to live among them, and help them in 
thei r work. Many of these are not able to compete, salary 
w ise with the larger churches, so f ind it hard to employ men 
who are bui lding reputations. These little churches could do 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Shiite Heritage of the Iranian Revolution helps explain some of the fanaticism of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini. This prizing of 
suffering which characterizes the Shiite 
sect is missing in the larger Moslem 

DUANE McCAMPBELL 

Recent events in Iran, Egypt, and Saudi 
Arabia have forced Americans to recog
nize, not only the vitality of the Moslem 
religion, but its variety as well. To real
ize that b.oth Anwar Sadat of Egypt and 
the Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran were 
devout Moslems should underscore the 
importance of recognizing the variety 
in the Islamic world. 

AmeriCans had just become familiar 
with Sadat, the peacemaker and friend 
of America, when the Iranian revolution 
produced an entirely different picture of 
the lslamic.faith. The Iranian revolution 
also introduced a new word to the En
glish language-Ayatollah-a word 
which simply indicated a high official in 
one faction of the -Moslem religion, but 
a word which because of the influence 
of the Ayatollah Khomeinr came to sym
bolize anti-Americanism, religious fanat
icism and irrational vengefulness. 

No one factor can explain the appear
ance of a figure such as the Ayatollah 
Khomeini on the world scene. In gen
eral, however, three strong influences 
on his character can be identified: (1) 
the special characteristics of the Shiite 
minority faction of Islam, (2) the re
surgence of Moslem fundamentalism, 
and (3) the Ayatollah's personal experi'
ence with the Shah. In tracing the rise 
of the Moslem revolution in Iran, we will 
not be concerned with the latter. 

For the most part, Americans have 
thought of Islam as a unified faith. How
ever, there is a major division which 
goes back almost to the time of Moham
med, a division between the majority 
wing, known as Sunnites and the minor
ity, known as Shiites. There is also a 
deep division arising from the modern 
Islamic confrontation with the Western 
world, but for now, we will consider the 
ancient cause. 

The differences between the two 
sects go back to the time of Moham
med's death (622 A.D.) the founder of 
Islam. Mohammed left neither an ap
pointed successor nor instructions for 
selection of a successor. 

Mohammed thought of himself as the 
twenty ninth and last prophet of Allah. 
Jesus had also been a prophet but like 
Mohammed only a man. 

Mohammed built primarily on the 
religion of the Old Testament. Basic 
beliefs were in: (1) one God, (2) angels, 
(3) the Koran, (4) the prophets of Allah, 
(5) a judgment wtih Paradise and Hell 
and (6) the Divine Decrees, (implying 
everything is pre-destined). Morally, 
Mohammed produced a strange system 
which combined extreme strictness in 
some matters with shocking looseness 
in others such as in divorce and remar
riage. As Hume has written: 11Certainly, 
the sacred scriptures of no other religion 
intimate that the undersirable wives of 
the founder might be divorced with the 
prospect of his obtaining more and bet
ter wives through the help of God.'.' 

However, our interest will be directed 
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to developments in Islam after the death movement. "A pessimistic view of the 
f M h world, and a notion of the liberating 

0 o ammed. The issue which was to value of suffering," writes Sourdel; 
divide Mohammed's early disciples and uthese are two ideas that are completely 
which was to eventually divide Moslems foreign to the ordinary Islamic mental
into two main factions concerned both 
th th d f I t . d h 1. ity," (Islam, p. 86). 

e me o 0 se ec •on an t e qua •- When suffering becomes an end in 
ties of Mohammed's successor. itself, violence can be expected. While 

Those who came to be known as Jesus told his disciples to. expect per
Shiites believed that the successor secution, he never encouraged them to 
should be from the family of Moham- provoke it. In ·fact, the New. Testament 
med and that the leader should be re- encourag.es the. opposite approach~that 
garded as inspired. Sunnites, on the of living peacefully with all men. 
other hand, believed that Mohammed's . The Ayatollah Khomeini, while in 
successor would be only a temporal France told his Iranian followers to wear 
leader known as a Caliph wh()se job· white clothing while fighting in order to 
would Le that of merely enforcing the display the blood from their wounds. 
divine laws found in the Koran and the When suffering and martyrdom are so 
early traditions. of the community at highly prized, it is to be expected that 
Medina where Islam began to flourish. such people will gladly die rather than 

The Shiites called Mohammed~s sue- attempt to reason. The revolutionaries 
cessors, Imams, a term which implied who took 51 Americans hostage would 
infallibility. 'Imam' in the Sunnite wing, have gladly given their lives. 
however, is only a term of respect used After the death of Husayn, the Shiites 
of the leader of the worship service at became a clearly marked division dis
a place of worship. tinguished by their belief in a line of 

Since Mohammed had no son, Shiites succession of Imam's starting with Ali. 
believed that the successor should be However, the three main sects which 
Ali, Mohammed's cousin, also a son-in- survived differ over which descendants 
law by virtue of his marriage to Fatima, of Ali received the Imamate. The smaii
Mohammed's daughter. Ali, however est sect, the Zadites differ over the iden
was by-passed three times in favor of tity of the fifth Imam, whom they identify 
other Caliphs. as Zaid instead of Mohammed a Bakir. 

When finally selected as the fourth After Zaid, they ceased to consider the 
Caliph, (656) Ali disappointed a number lmanate as hereditary. Zadites today sur
of his followers by abdicating some of vive in a significant way only in Yemen. 
his alleged rights. Of the other main divisions, the larger, 

An uprising against Ali was led by the Twelvers who are found in Iran 
Muawiya, the Moslem leader who had and Iraq believe that the line of succes
been put in charge of Syria by Omar, sors to Ali ended with the twelfth Imam 
the second Caliph. who did not die, but simply disappeared. 

When Ali came to terms with the He continues to exist and, in some way, 
enemy in 655, his most ardent partisans, guides his followers. It is expected that 
the Kharsites left him and drifted to the he will return at some time as a Mes
borders of Mesopotamia and Iran. They siah figure. His coming is often confused 
were so disappointed that within a few with the Moslem belief in a Mahdi, or 
years, they assassinated him. Messiah type figure whom all Moslems 

The ones who remained loyal to Ali expect to see at the end of the world. 
became known as Shiites. Partly because A third group of Shiites, known as 
Ali was mistreated, he was practically Seveners or lsmailites believe there were 
deified by his followers. Other events seven lmans. The first son of the sixth 
which happened after the death of Ali Imam who was accused of drunkenness 
contributed. . · . died five years before his father. While 

When Muawiya died, he left the Cali- the Twelvers carry on the line of suc
phate to his son, Yazid. Ali's own son cession through another son, the lsmai
Husayn contested the selection, but was li~es hold that the charges against Ismail 
soon captured and hacked to death on were wrong. 
the battlefield. This brutal death, along Today, lsmailians are widely scattered. 
with Ali's assassination introduced the Some are found in Syria, Lebanon, 
motif of martrydom. Afghanistan and certain regions of Iran. 

Husayn's credentials had been im- However, the most famous lsmailian is 
pressive for he was actually the grand- Aga Khan who has about 300,000 sup
son of Mohammed. He had set out to porters in India and Pakistan. 
.re-conquer the leadership with only 200 From his Shiite heritage, the Ayatollah 
men. It is the death of Husayn which Khomeini has been influenced in at least 
Shiites commemorate on the tenth of three ways. One of these which has 
Muharran. On that day, 11They beat and already been considered, is the emphasis 
cut their naked upper bodies on the on martyrdom. 
tenth of Muharran, the climax of ten Another idea which arose from the 
days' lamentation punishing themselves minority heritage was the belief in the 
because they did not rally to support doctrine that in order to protect the 
Husayn the martyr. 11(Ward J. Fellows, faith in times of persecution,' it is perm is-
Religious East and West, p. 393)." sible to deny one's beliefs. This seems a 

It is this respect for martyrdom which (Continued on page 11) 
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The Eldership (1)-Work 
JACK G. SHEPPARD 

This first part of a three-part article will deal with the work 
of elders. The subsequent parts will deal with elder/congre
gational relationships and the attributes of men qualified to 
serve in the eldership. It is hoped that a clear understanding 
of these matters will reduce the trauma commonly experi
enced in appointing and working with elders. All quotations 
are from the New American Standard Version unless other
wise indicated. 

Elders are appo;nted to do a work (I Tim. 3:1). The Scrip
tures clearly outline what this work consists of. There are 
basically three elements: to teach, to guard, and to lead. 

Elders Are to Teach 
In Eph. 4:11, Paul lists four gifts that jesus had given to his 

Church: 1) apostles, 2) prophets, 3) evangelists, and 4) pas
tors and teachers. Pastors and teachers are grammatically 
linked; they are the same gift. Pastoring is inseparable from 
teaching. One who would pastor must c..lso teach. We gen
erally understand that pastors and elders are the same. 
Therefore, one who would elder must also teach. Several 
additional scriptures confirm this point. Heb. 13:7, generally 
understood tc;> pertain to elders, refers to "those who led you, 
who spoke the word of God to you"; Speaking the word of 
God was an integral part of the leadership exercised. Paul 
said that an elder must be "able to teach (I Tim. 3:2)" and 
"able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those 
who contradict (Ti. 1 :9)." 

What does 'to teach' mean? Many have contended that a 
person who leads a good Christian life and provides a good 
example is 'teaching' in a Biblical sense. This contention rep
resents more wishful thinking than careful scholarship. 

In English, 'to teach' means 'to cause to know a subject,' 
'to show how,' 'to guide the studies of,' 'to impart the knowl
edge of.' These definitions all carry the idea of direct action 
on the part of the teacher to cause the taught to learn. These 
definitions also conform with our understanding of the func
tion of a teacher in the public schools. 

In Greek, the meaning is even stronger. "The Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament," by Kittel, is one of the 
most scholarly and authoritative works on the Greek language 
available in English. Kittel writes that 'didasko,' translated 
'teach' in the relevant passages, "is the word used more 
especially for the impartation of practical or theoretical 
knowledge when there is continued activity with a view to 
gradual, systematic and therefore all the more fundamental 
assimilation." Thus, 'teaching' is not just instruction, but 
rather instruction sustained over a period of time. Kittel goes 
on to say that 'didaskalos,' translated 'teacher' in Eph. 4, 
means "master of instruction." This is why jesus is called 
'Master (KJV)' in 41 instances in which 'didaskalos' is used in 
reference to him. 

Ti. 1 :9 refers to 'exhorting in sound doctrine' and 'refuting 
those who contradict.' This scripture requires forceful, doctri
nal interaction between the elder and the one taught. 

Elders Are to Guard 
We are at war. Whatever else the Book of Relevation may 

say, it says that we are at war. Satan has no hope of victory, 
but he plans to do as much damage as possible before being 
destroyed. Since the battlegrounds between God and Satan 
are souls, our souls, that's where Satan wreaks his damage. 

One of Satan's techniques involves the saboteur, the one who 
creeps into our camp in disguise. Before we know it, some
times, the saboteur has destroyed part of our army. In Acts 
20:28-31, Paul refers to the elders from Ephesus as 'episko
pos,' which is generally translated as 'overseer.' The word is 
frequently misinterpreted in regard to the eldership. There is 
a tendency to think in terms of strawbosses, directors, and 
other authoritarian figures responsible of seeing that a work
force accomplishes some task. In contrast, Kittel relates that 
'episkopos" means the responsibility of watchmen, guardians, 
and others into whose care and protection something is 
given. The emphasis is not on who is boss, but on the protec
tion given by the 'episkopos.' This fits well the overall con
text of Acts 20:28-30. Elders are "to be on guard" and to 
"be on the alert" for the saboteurs sent by Satan (though one 
may arise even from among the eldership). Similar teachings 
are given in Titus 1:10-11 and Heb. 13:17 regarding there
sponsibilities of elders. 

Acts 20 uses the analogy of wolves, shepherds, and flocks. 
Wolves eat the flock. We wouldn't think a shepherd was 
doing his job if he allowed wolves to gobble his flock. like
wise, God doesn't think an elder is doing his job if he allows 
servants of Satan to destroy God's flock. Heb. 13:17 says they 
will give account. Elders must be equipped, with both the 
disposition and the weapons, to deal quickly and decisively 
with wolves when they appear in the flock. They must be 
watchful. · · · 

Elders Must Lead· 
The passages in Heb. 13 previously referenced use the 

word 'leader.' Many seem to think of boards of directors, men 
insulated from the action, involved in planning, cor:-trolling, 
and directing those who are involved in the action. Using 
again the military analogy, leaders are those at the front: the 
sergeants, lieutenants, and (sometimes) captain who provide 
the example to the troops. Generals usually stay at the rear, 
where they plan movements, marshal supplies, and direct the 
units into battle. That is the key; directors sent others into 
battle; leaders take them into battle, marching at their head. 

Our war is against Satan. Our battleground is the soul. 
Our weapon is the sword, the Word of God. We are to rescue 
the souls of the lost (both the ignorant and the misled) and 
protect the souls of the saved. Except. for this war, this con
tention for the souls of man, there would be no kingdom. 
There would be no church. There would be no Savior. The 
war is the reason for our existence. 

Where are the leaders in this war? They are the ones who, 
sword in hand, are on the battlefield combatting Satan and 
urging the rest of us to join them in the fray. Where are our 
elders? Are they in the battle? Or are they in the rear, han
dling supplies? If they are in the front lines of battle, then 
they are leaders. If they are in the rear, Heaven help them! 
And us. 

These, then, are the works of elders: teaching, guarding, 
and leading. They are all too often neglected, with severe 
consequences. 

If elders do not teach, then either our most qualified teach
ers are not teaching, or we have not appointed our most 
qualified teachers as elders. It is a shame if our elders are not 
among our most qualified teachers. It is also unscriptural. 
The consequences? Hosea 4:6 says, "My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge." Are we still known as a people who 
can handle the Word? 

If elders do not guard, who will? Will not wolves run amok 
(Continued on page 12) 
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From Prison to Pulpit 
You can tell a Jot about a man's com

mitment by looking at his Bible. let me 
tell you about Marcus Gunter and his 
Bible. 

Marcus Gunter is a man who after a 
dozen years of living life in the fast lane, 
found himself at age 28 stripped of his 
illegally acquired wealth, his self-respect 
and his freedom. Completely without 
hope and numbed by a sense of empti
ness, he did something he had not done 
before. He asked God to fill his empti
ness. 

That prayer was shot through with 
doubts, bl:lt it was an honest groping 
toward God, and it started a chain of 
events which have completely changed 
Marcus Gunter's life. 

Marcus had found himself in a jackson 
Co. (OK) jail on· a minor misdemeanor 
charge. He had been imprisoned before 
on much more serious charges, but this 
incarceration was different. His empti
ness had become intolerable. 

When asked if he wished to make a 
phone call, he replied, 11 No, I want a 
Bible." He was given a Bible and started 
reading aimlessly. In Altus there is a man 
named Hulett Hooten, who regularly 
frequents the jail in search of men with 
honest hearts who have nowhere to go 
but to the lord. When he met Marcus, 
he asked, as was his custom, "Would 
you like to study the Bible?" Marcus 
was ready. He started studying. 

A Young Father's Prayer 
lord, 
What unbelievable beauty you have 

given my wife and me in our child ... 
thank you, lord. 

So many emotions are stirred when we 
look at him . . . mostly overflowing 
love. · 

Our hearts leap when he says "I love 
you," or when he laughs so carefre·e, 
or when he's mannerly, or when he 
sings "Jesus loves Me." 

Our hearts sink when he's hurt or sick, 
or when he disobeys, or when he's 
disrespectful, or when he calls some
one a "dummy" after hearing me call 
someone that in a near traffic acci
dent. 

No words can really describe what a 
wonderful blessing he is to our lives 
... thank you, lord. 

What unbelievable responsibility you 
have given my wife and me in our 
child ... help us, lord. 

More than anything else we want him 
to be a successful servant who loves 
You and other people ... that's going 
to be tough especially when he en
counters so much selfishness (even 
from us). 

Please give us wisdom-it is so difficult 
at times to know how to lead him. 

Please give us patience-sometimes it 
seems that a thousand repetitions of 
the same instructions are not enough. 
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When Marcus' questions became too 
difficult for Hulett, he called in Stacey 
Sikes, the youth minister at the Thomas 
Street Church of Christ in Altus. later 
Glen McCall, Bible Chair Director for 
Western Oklahoma State College at Altus 
helped further with Marcus' teaching. 

On March 29, 1982, Marcus was bap
tized into Christ. 

last week we met Marcus and saw 
his Bible. He told us that since his bap
tism, he has read the Bible through 
twice. We believe him. Already the book 
bears the imprint of his hand on its cov
er. From Genesis to Revelation its pages 
are underlined and highlighted, the nat
ural response of a man who has dis
covered truth and feels the need to add 
his Amen to the words he reads. Fre
qu~ntly notes are added in the margins 
and on loose sheets between the pages. 
In addition to this, we learned, more or 
less by accident, that Marcus has written 
chapter summaries for the entire Bible. 

After Marcus became a Christian, it 
was not long until he felt a burning to 
teach others. Classes were set up in the 
jail, and Marcus began to teach. He 
stood behind the bars of his cell and for 
a while his class sat behind bars in their 
individual cells. Gradually, young peo
ple from the outside joined the class and 
sat in the hallway between the rows of 
bars. During this period, he baptized 16 

DAVID A. REEVES 

Please give us strength-it is hard to 
administer discipline looking into his 
teary eyes. 

Please give us perspective-it's not fair 
to expect perfection, and yet we're 
convinced that Your standards are 
high. 

Please help us to listen-he tells us so 
much about himself and his world. 

Please help us to never hurt or em
barrass him in front of others-he 
deserves respect as a valuable human 
being. 

Please help us to understand ·him and 
then help him to develop those quali
ties that You have given him and not 
necessarily those that we want him to 
have. 

Please help us to be like You-so that 
he will know that Christianity is not a 
game, but life itself. 

As we watch his mind, body, and spirit 
grow, no words can adequately de
scribe the weight of the responsibility 
we feel ... help us, lord. 

What unbelievable effect our child has 
had on our lives and the lives of our 
families and friends ... I'm not sure 
what to think, lord. 

When I was single and in college, chil
dren all seemed like noisy brats ... 
I need to remember that when I'm 
with my single friends. 

What a change in our lifestyle! No more 
(Continued on page 14) 

of his cell mates, as well as one young 
man from the outside. 

When Marcus left the Jackson County 
jail, he was returned to Dallas to face 
seven other charges, one of which was 
the charge of Habitual Criminal. Had he 
been convicted of this charge, the sen
tence could have ranged from 20 years 
to life imprisonment. Instead of this 
and in the most providential way h~ 
was granted his freedom. ' 

Because of his knowledge of the evils 
of drugs, drink and crime, he has a 
d~termi.nation to reach young people 
w1th h1s message. He speaks to the 
hearts of these two groups of people, 
the young men and women who are in
carcerated. 

If you wish to have more information, 
he can be contacted through the Thomas 
Street Church of Christ, Altus, OK 73500. 
Rt. 1 Box 7, Deer Creek, OK 74636 

Someday BUD ROSS 

~omeday when I have time, things are 
gomg to be a lot different. The sermons 
on "find your ministry" won't make me 
feel guilty. The parable of the talents will 
become relaxation reading. I'll sing with 
zest, "We'll work till Jesus comes " 1 
won't get tensed up when some~ne 
prays, 11may we be able to hear thee say, 
'Well done, good and faithful servant 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.' " ' 
Som~day when I have time, my life

style will change. The soul winners will 
count me among their number. The 
visitation teams will feel my presence. 
The. Bible School will have a super
~ed1cated teacher. The building will be 
m a constant state of good repair be
cause .of my handyman abilities. Every 
committee down at the church will wish 
they had me on their team. 
. Sol!leday w~en I have time, my fam
Ily w1ll apprec1ate my leadership. I will 
spend 2 or 3 evenings a week just being 
with my kids. I'll talk to my wife for an 
hour every evening. I'll keep the kids 
and Jet the wife have a day off. We'll 
start having family devotionals every 
week. I'll be in church with the wife and 
kids every Sunday. 

Yes, someday when I have time, things 
are going to be a lot different. I will 
have made enough money to live "com
fortably" for the rest of my life. I won't 
have to work so hard just to get ahead. 
I'll have the kids through college. I'll 
have the house paid for and all the bills 
under control. I'll have time to travel and 
do some of £he things I've wanted to all 
my life. I'll go to Alaska and the Holy 
land. I'll play golf 4 days a week. I'll 
take up painting. I'll fish 2 afternoons a 
week ... 

Well, someday finally got here, and 
you know what ... I can't work as much 
for the lord as I'd like to because I'm 
busier now that I've retired than I've 
ever been before. What's that you say 
"When am I going to find time for th~ 
lord?" Why, someday, of course! 
Ada, Oklahoma 
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Evangelizing the Blind (2) 
(Read last week's article first} 

Materials are mailed to blind persons 
free of charge if the words FREE MAT
TER for the BLIND OR HANDICAPPED 
are on the package. 

These privileges exist for large print, 
tapes, Braille, records, players or cas
settes or records and devices by the 
blind. 

The resources mentioned in last 
week's article by no means exhaust all 
that is available. There were 60 Protes
tant resources available to the blind as 
of 1974. There are also other libraries 
throughout the country providing Braille 
materials. However, they are not provid
ing some material and emphasis which 
churches of Christ would want. 

How We Can Evangelize the Blind: 
This information has been given to 

show what is available to the blind in
volving reading materials. We have seen, 
by quoting the statistics, that blind per
sons are avid readers. We have seen, by 
mentioning what others ar(. doing, that 
the Protestant world capitalizes on this 
point. It is not our purpose to evangelize 
the blind just because Protestants are 
doing it. Our purpose is to save them 
from be\ng lost. However, we can learn. 
much from others by observing their 
methods. First of all, we should recog
nize that the blind need Christ, and that 
they are a part of the world that we are 
commanded to teach: Matthew 28:18-
20, Mark 16:15, 16. On an individual 
basis, we should first establish friend
ship. It is important to remember that 
trust and friendship is vital for any rela
tionship. A blind person many times 
feels the need for acceptance by his 
sighted peers, and by the world in gen
eral. As Christians we ought to be able 
to fill that need. We can do this by the 
following: 

Take the initiative to make conversa
tion. 

Show the blind person that we are 
truly concerned about him and his prob
lems. 

Be a good Christian example to him 
in word and deed. 

Ask him in what way you can be 
of service. He may need someone to 
read his mail, help him to choose the 
appropriate wearing apparel, take him 
shopping or furrnish transportation. 

Offer to study the Bible with him. If 
he desires to study, here are some sug
gestions that may be of help to the 
teacher. First, a sighted person doesn't 
need to know Braille to evangelize a 
blind person. He can be taught orally 
by reading the scriptures aloud. Make 
sure that the student understands what 
is being read. This may be awkward 
without the Braille Bible but not impos
sible. With a Braille Bible a blind person 
can study with a sighted person by ei
ther using one particular book of the 
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Bible, for example, the book of Acts, or 
the entire Bible. Note: If this method is 
used it may take time to find passages 
since the Bible requires 18 Braille vol
umes. 

One can also take the blind person to 
the assemblies of the Church. 

Cassette Ministries 
By following the pattern already estab

lished by the Library of Congress the 
church can open its cassette lbiraries to 
the blind. Though the church would not 
need a 4-track duplicator as used in the 
Library of Congress, it would need a 
cassette duplicator to copy cassettes. 
The library should be catalogued and 
the catalogue recorded on tape. The 
church can obtain cassette mailers and 
instructions for mailing them from: Dia
logue Publications, Inc., the American 
Printing House for the Blind, and Amer
ican Foundation for the Blind. (Address 
given earlier under "Resources.") These 
mailers can be used to mail cassettes to 
the blind free of charge if they have the 
words Free MaHer for the Blind or 
Handicapped on them. These tapes can 
be circulated either by noting the in
structions on the cassette mailers or by 
using a reversible card. This reversible 
card has, for example, the church's ad
dress on one side and the blind per
son's address on the other. The tapes are 
sent to the blind person who reads the 
materials and, after reversing the card, 
sends the tapes back to the church. The 
church should be able to follow up on 
the contacts made through this cassette 
ministry. A ministry such as this would 
have a two-fold benefit: first, to acquaint 
the blind with Christianity; second, to 
encourage those members of the church 
who are blind and help them to grow 
spiritually. 

Begin a Braille project for the blind. 
!his can be done by the sighted learn
mg to read and write Braille. For infor
mation on this, contact the National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physi
cally Handicapped, Maxine B. Dorf 
library of Congress, Washington, D.c: 
20542 and ask for information on the 
course in Braille. Also ask for the in
struction manual for Braille transcribing. 
This publication is available in print and 
in Braille. With this particular project 
the church would need to purchase a 
thermoform machine. By process of 
heating and cooling this machine pro
duces Braille characters on plastic sheets. 
For more information contact the Church 
of Christ, 1075 West Campbell Avenue, 
Campbell, Calif. 95008. 

Provide a periodical in Braille. This 
could be done by making arrangements 
with one of the printing houses for the 
blind. However, I would suggest that one 
start with the blind in the church who 
already receive the materials now being 
offered by Churches of Christ. Begin to 
advertise in various periodicals for the 

blind so that others will know that this 
service is available. 

Correspondence with a blind person. 
Blind people enjoy receiving mail. Again, 
a knowledge of Braille is not necessary 
as this could be done by mailing tapes 
free of charge. These tapes would be in 
the form of actual letters, or conversa
tions. This may be awkward at first, but 
good personal relationships can be de
veloped through this method. 

Schools for the Blind. One can con
tact schools for the blind to help in vari
ous ways. The church may wish to pro
vide transportation to their services. 
Individual Christians may volunteer to 
help in many ways. Anyone is welcome 
to visit schools for the blind, which are 
located in almost every state. It would 
be best to work with the school adminis
tration and to observe its rules and regu
lations if a congregation wishes to begin 
a work in a school. 

If a church wishes to start a ministry 
for the blind it is important to recognize 
the following: 

Follow-up work is necessary with the 
blind as with the sighted. 

Learn as much about the blind as 
possible, and learn to feel comfortable 
with them. 

Read books on blindness and about 
blind people. 

Be aware of the needs of the blind. 
Advertise the program you wish to 

begin through current brotherhood pub
lications and secular publications for the 
blind. 

Have a true concern in spreading the 
gospel to the blind, and do not hesitate 
to become involved merely because 
others are doing it. 

I have not solved all the problems or 
answered all the questions one may have 
regarding the blind. My aim, however, 
has been to show the need for Chris
tians to be aware of the needs of the 
blind and to point out opportunities to 
help them, of which many have not 
heretofore been aware. 

As God's people we need to use 
every effort to evangelize the blind of 
the world: advertisements, media of all 
kinds, including radio and television, as 
well as special periodicals that the blind 
are reading. We need to show them 
love, concern and acceptance, and be
come friends with them by helping them 
handle their every day problems. 

It is our responsibility as Christians 
to present God's word to the world. 
Therefore, let us take our responsibility 
seriously, recognizing our duty and strive 
with all our might to accomplish our 
goals. 

1 welcome correspondence concerning 
evangelism among the blind. 
John Herndon is a blind student in the 

Harding Graduate School, 1000 Cherry 
Rd., Memphis, Tn 38117. 
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ATKINSON ENTERS UNIQUE MINISTRY 
Winston Atkinson, minister of the 

church in League City, Texas, is enter
ing a new ministry under the di rection 
of that congregation. Seeing the need 
for guidance in so many weak and 
struggling congregations, Atkinson and 
his wife, Billie, plan to give themselves 
for interim periods of from a few 
weeks to several months with carefully 
selected struggling congregations help
ing them to become stronger and more 
firmly established. 

Such a work is badly needed, not 
on ly in new congregations but in places 
where leadership is lacking but the 
potential is there. 

Atkinson has 35 years experience as 
a gospel rreacher, and according to the 
elders o the League City church is 
"strong in the fight," and extremely 
dedicated to the cause of Christ. Con
gregations wishing Atkinson's assistance 
should w rite him, 11439 Sageyork, 
Houston, TX 77089 or call (713) 481-
1900. 

LOCK FAMILY TO RETURN TO 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

The David Lock family w ill return soon 
to Papua New Guinea after months of 
treatment in a Toronto hospital. The 
Locks are supported by the Harpeth 
Hills Church of Christ; 1940 Old Hickory 
Blvd., Brentwood, Tn 37027. The work in 
Papua New Guinea has now grown to 

100 congregations of the Lord's church 
and 123 evangelists either part time or 
ful l time are working for the Lord and 
there are now over 2,500 faithful Chris
tians in the country. 

The Lock family have been involved 
in the missionary work in Papua New 
Guinea since December of 1975. They 
w ill be returning to Papua New Guinea 
on january 4, 1983 for another 2 V2 year 
term. 

Bryan Cole, 228 Marlboro Drive, New 
Kensington, Pa. 15068: Disagreement 
between the elders of the Allegheny 
Valley, Pennsylvan ia church and Phillip 
Hill, former minister of the Tarentum 
church has been resolved. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

')ur children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

A two-yem· curriculum fo·r evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details W1·ite: 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 - 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 
Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese studenrs at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 
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How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The Affiliated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE, TX. 
(So. Hills) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robbins Rd.) 

CHANNAHON, IL 

CLEVELAND, OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(South) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(Weal Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS, M I. 
(Franklin St.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(Northside) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(North Wayside) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth Sl.) 

DALLAS, TX. 
(Marsalis) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
(Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI, AK. 
(Nikiski) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
(Seven Hills) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northeast) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tatum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 
(Cnrver VIllage I 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Southside) 

SUN CITY, AZ. 

TEMPE, AZ. 

TROY, TN. 

TUSCON, AZ. 
(Mission Valley) 

VERO BEACH, FL. 

VERONA, MS. 

WARREN, PA. 

WICHITA, KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON·SALEM, N.C. 
(Castle Heights) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
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THE SHIITE HERITAGE OF 
THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION 

(Continued from page 6) 
strange way to defend the faith. From a 
Biblical point of view, we are convinced 
that the fa ith is defended by being pro
claimed. It is actually a pathetic lack of 
confidence in one's beliefs to think they 
must be hidden. 

Another oddity in Shiite doctrine 
(except Zadites), considering the strict 
nature of the Iranian revolut ion is its 
approval of temporary marriage. Moham
med had elaborated this form of mar
riage but the practice was abo lished by 
Omar, one of the Caliphs rejected by the 
Shiites; consequently, the Shiites con
tinue to approve the practice of a tem
porary marriage which lasts for the time 
agreed on by the two parties at th e t ime 
of marriage. The effect is that a man can 
marry a prostitute for the t ime that he 
visits her. 

Finally, the emphasis on the hidden 
Imam who w ill return as a Messiah fig
ure gives the Iranian movement a fanat
icism which can be maintained only by 
a sense of expectancy. Even when there 
is no expectancy of the immediate re
turn, belief in the guidance of the Imam 
can flare up. Shiites believe that the 
Imam is alive and continues to guide his 
people. How this is done is not clear. 
This lack of clarity al lows many cla ims 
to arise and go unrefuted. For example, 
the fami ly w hich ruled Iran from 1500 
almost to the present, claimed to be 
representatives of the hidden Imam 
Revolutionaries, however, believe that 
they are the true representatives of the 
Imam. When speculation is strong in 
belief of the return of the Imam, we can 
expect to see the kin d of fanaticism 
which drove the fi rst century Jews to 
suicidal fanaticism. Like the first century 
Jews, the Shiite fanatics also put th eir 
trust in mi litary strategy. They have li tt le 
grasp of the spirit of the one who said, 
"My kingdom is not of this world." 

WORSHIP BY DEMAND 
(Continued from page 4) 

to keep a law which demanded it, the 
beautiful example of undemanded and 
extravagant love and praise would have 
been lost. The sinfu l woman might kiss 
Jesus' feet to keep a command, but tears 
do not come by command. O ur praise, 
adoration, devotion, and worsh ip is most 
appropriate when it is overf lowing, 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send f or a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd .. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901 ·761·1350 901 ·683·1678 

spontaneous, and extravagant li ke that 
of those three women. 

A father is pleased when his chil
dren thank him, compliment him, and 
give him gifts. But they demonstrate this 
love because of the father's favor, not to 
gain his favor. A rebe llious child may 
give gifts to appease his father, but that 
becomes disgusting. We do not worship 
God to gain his favor but because he has 
shown his favor. 

Many people are torn between love 
and hate for the Father because they 
have considered him as selfish and tyran
nical, demanding praise and sacrifice. 
How different it is, however, when we 
can interpret our relation w ith him as 
an interaction of love! 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, Texas 
78130 

W. F. Parker, 302 Quail Ave., Sebring, 
Fla. 33870: After eighteen years of local 
work w ith churches in Georgia and 
Florida, I plan to devote my available 
time to weekend revival meetings. 

Additional information may be ob
tained by writing me at 302 Quail Ave., 
Sebring, FL 33870. 

OCC BREAKS ENROLLMENT RECORD 

The largest freshman class and a 35 
percent increase in the number of trans
fer students are two of the most signifi
cant factors in Oklahoma Christian 
College's 1982 enrollment data. 

This is the ninth consecutive year that 
ace has posted an increase in enroll
ment. A total of 1 ,720 students are 
enro lled. 

Students from 45 states and 10 for
eign countr ies are represented in the 
total enrollment f igure. 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a fu ll 
time minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry I Church of 
Christ, 824 W. Pipeline Rd., 
Hurst, Texas 76053. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

. ... -·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- · 
Introducing 
Recordex 

Cassette 
Aecordex 1 Duplicators 

Regula. $58~.00 Regular $1,795. 
Special Below Special Below 
Manut. CoSt M f c t anu . os 

$459.95 $1,224.95 
Aecordex 345 

~-·········· · ········ ··· ······ ···· ··············!···· · ··· ····· · ···················· ·· ······ ···· 
( lowest price anywhere) 5 screw low no ise, high energy 

__ 60 minutes, low noise, .49 per cassette (100 m in imum) 
90 minutes, low noise, .59 per cassette (100 minimum ) 

__ 60 minutes. high energy, .59 per casstete (100 minimum) ___ _ 
_ _ 90 minutes, high energy, .69 per Cl\SSette (100 minimum) ___ _ 

Mail to: Chri stiaA Book House 
J . P. Kt:"lly. 3 24 WtSI Park Avenue 
G r tenft tld. IN -'6140 )1 7·46 2·3 648 

Name 

O Check O Money Orde r ca rd • Address 

O Vrsa OMastercard exp date 
Prior Payment Required Free Postage r.~\~n:s City. S tate . Zip FF 

~--.-.-.-.- . -.-.-. - ·-· - ·-· -.-. -·-·- ·- .. 
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DALHART, TEXAS SCHEDULES 
FIRST ANNUAl BACK TO 

BASICS LECTURESHIP: 
The Denver Avenue congregation in 

Dalhart, Texas, is hosting a lectureship 
December 6-9 featuring twenty speakers 
from five states and a variety of topics. 
The lectures will reflect a renewed effort 
to return . to th e basic proclamation of 
salvation in j esus, righteous living, and 
the power and practicality of the Scrip
tures. 

Some of the speakers are: Hugo Mc
Cord, Bert Thompson, johnny Ramsey, 
Goebel Music, Wayne jackson, Roy 
Lanier, Jr. and Bobby Duncan. 

Other featured speakers include: C. 
M. Horner, W . N. jackson, Frank Dunn, 
Owen Cosgrove, Byron Denman, Wen
dell Winkler, Aaron Workman, Dub Mc
Clish and David Lasater. 

For further information and reserva
tions, write David .Lasater, c/ o Church of 
Christ, 1420 Denver Avenue, Dalhart, 
Texas 79022. 

RECOGNIZE THAT CROWN 
(Continued from page 5) 

themselves and the work, a great favor, 
by looking for an older man, who may 
be ready for, or on social security. Bring 
him in, give him a place to live, or let 
him buy his own home and settle among 
you, and he will be the best answer to a 
needed work. I know of many who are 
doing this today. A ll I can say, is great, 
just great. 

Let us recognize that crown of glory, 

that hoary head of the man of God, 
which has become that crown through 
long and fai thful service. 

Now let me hasten to make one thing 
clear. I am not against our young preach
ers. I admire any young man who has 
the courage i t takes in our generation to 
give his l ife to preaching God's word. 
I have done my share of encouraging. 
But what I have been w riting about, 
m ight become an encouragement to 
more and more young men to want to 
become preachers. If they knew the 
brethren wou ld not forget them when 
they grew older, they might have a great
er desire to become engaged in evange
listic work. 

That old gospe l preacher on the shelf, 
and almost forgotten, is a pitiful mark 
against our need for compassion. Give it 
some thought. 
6059 Azel Avenue, Ft. Worth, Texas 
76135 

THE ELDERSHIP (1)-WORK 

(Continued f rom page 7) 
and the flock be rent asunder? Count, if 
you can, the divisions we have had in 
this centu ry. How many incidents of 
discipline (wol f-kill ing) have you seen 
in the church? Where have the elders 
been? 

If elders do not lead, who w ill? How 
successful is the war effort? Are souls 
being saved in you r community? Is your 
church growing? Are we, as a brother
hood, still the fastest growing in the 
country? Which of your elders last 

brought a sou l to Christ? Are you follow
ing you r elde rs' lead? 

Consider Acts 6:1-6. The j erusalem 
Church wanted the apostles to take over 
distribution of food to the needy. The 
apostles refused, saying they shouldn't 
" neglect the word of God in order to 
serve tables." The Lord had given them 
a job to do. He was going to hold them 
responsibl e for doing it. The apostles 
refused to be diverted. Elders and 
churches should make application of 
this lesson. Elders have a job to do. The 
church should select elders who under
stand the job and insist they do it; and 
elders shou ld demand that they be al
lowed to do the job the Lord expects. 
More next week. 
5242 Laguna, Sierra Vista, AZ. 85635 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

want to get out of debt? 
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Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

fYiten !Pel ~6 

CH'tJ ofiecia17e 
Ca.ll Ted Monroe 

( 806 )744-3.f.85 

do6i61 ~ou 
in !J>').eache').o 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 
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MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 
BEGINS 25 YEARS 

Twenty-five years ago Medina Chil
dren's Home began. its work with 13-
year-old triplet boys; Eddie, Freddie and 
Teddie Duke. 

CARIBBEAN WORKSHOP PLANNED 
A Caribbean Emphasis Workshop is 

planned for November 19-21 at the 
Darby Drive church building, Florence, 
Alabama. 

Darby Drive Church of Christ, 2002 
Darby Drive, Florence, AL 35630; or 
Don Starks, 146 Cedarcrest Drive; Flor
ence, AL 35630. 

NEED SPACE? The home originated in September 
1958, when the community of Medina, 
Texas, purchased a 326.1 acre tract of 
land known as the Castle Rock Ranch 
for a purchase price of $75,000. The 
community,. with the assistance of the 
Medina Rotary Club, backed the project 
and helped raise the money for the 
property. When final payment for the 
Castle Rock Ranch was made it was 
given to the Kerrville Church of Christ. 

The purpose of this workshop is to 
inform the church in the United States 
concerning the Lord's work in the Carib
l;>ean and to inspire congregations to 
get more involved in this mission area. 
Field reports and lectures from former 
missionaries, national evangelists and 
missionaries who live there now, future 
missionaries planning to go, and veteran 
campaigns workers will be featured. 

SEAT 750 
Exciting Fan Design 

Complete: Sound, 
Carpet, Furnishings 

For further information call or write: $250,000 

It has grown from facilities to care for 
three, with assets of $75,000, to facili
ties to care for 105 with assets totaling 
over $3,000.000. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 

The home is located on Highway 16 
between Kerrville and Medina, Texas. 

2 dbl. bds., 2 people $34 ($5 ea. add.) 
615 588·1982 

(214) 561-5990 

~ 
'Hardin~ 

Graduate 
School 

of 
Religion 

IIIII.. ~ 

~R 
Harding Graduate School 

of Religion 
Quality Education for Christian Ministry 
Spring Semester Begins January 10, 1983 

1. Does your ministry call for more knowledge, wisdom and skills? 
2. Do you often wonder about what the Bible actually says 1 
3. Would· you like to read the text in Hebrew and Greek? 
4. Are you puzzled about the lessons of history? 
5. Could your faith be strengthened by additional study? 
6. Would you like to study toward a fully-accredited degree in Bible and religion on 

a one day a week basis? 

H your answer to any of these questions is yes, perhaps we can help. Enroll in the 
Harding Graduate School of Religion this Spring. 

For a complete schedule of classes, call or write: 
Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean or Dr. Bill Flatt, Registrar 

1000 Cherry Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 38117, 901-761-1353 

Harding Graduate School of Religion admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic ori
gin. Also, in compliance with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Harding Graduate School does not discriminate on the basis of sex or 
handicap in its educational program, activities, or employment except where necessitated by specific 
religious tenets held by the institution and its controlling body. 
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"A YOUNG FATHER'S PRAYER" 
(Continued on page 8) 

late night pizza, spur-of-the-moment 
decisions to go to the movies, o r quick 
week-end trips. It's tough to adjust so 
quickly. Please he lp ou r friends with
out children to unde rstand-the dirty 
diapers won't wait and the sleeping 
schedules have to be me t. 

Why is it, Lord, that so many of us who 
are parents become so sensitive about 
what othe rs think and say about our 
childre n? Why do so many of our 
fri endships have ·to change? Why is it 
that we a re so quick to judge every
one's childre n accord in g to what we 
think the ir standards o ught to be? 
Why is 'it that we think that' one per
sonality type is somehow better than 
another? Strong-willed, complaint, or 
otherwise-an hon est parent knows 
that any child is a cha llenge to raise. 
Help me Lord to be an encourage
ment to other parents, not hiding my 
insecurities in a mask of perfection
ism, but praying for them. Give me the 
love to support them with both tears 
and laughter. 

Help me, Lord, to hold my tongue when 
I want to brag on my son ... I need 
to leave that up to others. He lp me 
to see all childre n as beautifu l reflec
tions of your g lory. I know that's how 
you see them. 

Lord, I'm the leader of my family. Help 
me to love my wife more each day, 
so that my son wi ll do the same with 
his wife. After a ll Lord, she and I will 
be togethe r (if we're alive) after our 
son is gone. O ur relationship needs 
to continually grow. Our faith needs 
to grow. Marriage ... raising children 
. .. Lord, what excitement-and what 
frustrat ion! W hat joy- and what a 
challenge! What a beautiful experi
ence-and what a responsibility! I'm 
depending on you Lord . . . 

Note to subscriber s : Please give your 
old address as well as your n ew address 
when you m ove. 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous e nroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 
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Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

~~~~~~;~:~~~:~:~~:~:~;~~:;~~~~1 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient ~ 
i Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ i 28ll Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
i Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs i 

L~~----------------~~~3~~~----._.~---~--------~ ~ 
PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

"For men who are serious 
about their training 
to serve God ... " 
Such as jerry Culbertson, a former law 
enforcement officer who circumstantially 
met a man asking "Why did you sroot 
me?" "I knew I needed no justification for 
using force, so I decided to use my talents 
to turn lives around before they reached 
the point of no return." 

Culbertson chose Harding's Christian 
Communications Program, where the 
two-year curriculum presented by an ex
perienced faculty, extensive library 
faci iities and academic atmosphere af

jerry Culbertson 

forded him " ... unsurpassed ·fellowship, an atmosphere of 
thinking and growing." 

After completing the program in August , 1979, Culbertson 
and his family are in Senath, Missouri. 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 
Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 

For information about the program , write Harding University, Stat ion A, 

Bo>. 939, Searcy, AR 721-13 or call !501 ) 268-6161. ext. 290. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
AdYertilinlr In tb1a section $1.50 per Uno. Deaignod espedall7 to accommodate congregations 

advertising mooting places, proaebera seeking work or congregmtions seeking premchors. Alao other 
acceptable mmtter. 

Urgently needed. A mature gospel preacher with 
partial support for a mountain community of 5,000. 
Congregation has few leaders but good potential. 
Serves an area with only one other congregatcon In 75 
mile radius. For more information contact: Leonard 
~~59}1~16-283-1708, or write P. 0. Box 313, Quincy, 

Gospel Preacher seeking congregation. Have a B.A. 
and B.A.Th. Sound in the Faith. 57 years old, married 
with two sons still at home. Have preached for 
over 25 years, the lastt 18 in Texas. Call 915-944-8729. BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 
Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (803) 986-580ft 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
6U-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.'M.. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CRA.TBA.ltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 07&38. NORTHERN NEW J'ERSl!lY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. fOl-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
A.LA.BKA.- ANCHORAGE OHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Ba.rr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frienda In Aluka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Ancliorage, Alaaka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA. Y A.IUilA. SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUa Road 

Pleuluitoa, oaDfol'llbL NIS68 
J'a.mes W. Ferguson, Sr.. Dlreotor 

NOW WORSHIP. .ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mq 
C&urc& of Cirlat, d47 Hailaala !G., Kapu, Hawati 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTlaL" CHURCH OF CHUIST 

12th and Hoonr Street8 
Sundq wonhlp S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Le~la Frisby, '114-622-2586: 

Panl Harper, 473-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Hac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday claues. 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Vlaltms Welcome. Wrlto about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
. DIDNVER. COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD 01111ROH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988·1014 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home fs currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or c:all 707/448-3657." 
Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for Info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 
HOU5EPARENTS NEEDED-Housin~ and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child In care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or write, 
larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10°F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-10°F and +250°F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 9S204, (209) 463-3681. 
1 Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893-5852. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
Applications being accepted for position as camp 
Director at camp Blue Haven. Las Vegas, NM. Send 
resume to: Glen Exter, Box 456, Olton, TX 79064. 

EVANSVILLE, IND., ~ Ill. ltlorgcua Ave., 
U.S. 460 Ea..t Oppo81te K-ltlart. Oftlae 4'1'1-
IS2n. Robb7 Wade, ltlin. 4'16-4018. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
YUMA, ARIZ., OISl W. ~8th St. Sunda:y-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3() p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Waldron, AR. Church of Christ is seeking a full
time preacher. If interested call (501) 637-2779 or 
(501) 637-3414. 
New Commentary on the book of Revelation by Earl 
A. Miller. Cloth bound; 461 pages. The best ever 
written on the subject. Order from Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. Price $15.00 plus 
$1.25 postage. Texas residents add 5% tax. 
Abilene Christian University seeks a Chairman for the 
History Department. Energetic and constructive lead
ership qualities are required. Ph.D. and broad teach
ing, research and publication exr.erience (preferably 
in American History) are essentia . Position available 
Fall, 1983. Send vita to Professor John L. Robinson, 
History Department, Box 8210, Sta. ACU, Abilene, TX 
79699. 
JOY BUSSES FOR SALE: 1960 International 22 pas
senger; 1960 Chevy 66 passenger; 1965 GMC 40 
passenger. Call 1-509-882-2558 (days 8:00 to 5:00) or 
write to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 17, Grandview, 
Washington 98930. 

INVESTIGATBI Tho Firm FoundatloD 
tries to acreea advortiJIIDs, DDd wiD Dot 
lmowlngly take quatlonablo adyertbiDg. 
But lt Is tho reader'• re-.pon81biUtF to bl
veatlgate. Like any other paper. we •ome
tlmea UDwlttiDgb' I'Uil liD 1UlWOrtla7' Dd. 
.&.. the old all7bl&' goe•• before 700 lnve.-t. 
tnve•U~atel 

1983 LECTURESHIP ·THEME SET 
Oklahoma Christian College's 1983 

lectureship which is slated for january 
23-26 will feature the theme of "The 
Challenged Church in Contemporary 
America" according to Dr. james 0. 
Baird, chancellor and lectureship direc
tor. 

The four-day series will open with an 
address on ·the theme topic by Dr. j. 
Terry johnson, Oklahoma City. Other 
keynote speakers are Roy Lanier, Jr., jon 
jones, jeff Walling, and Landon Saun
ders. 

ANEW BOOK 

BALES' POSITION EXPLAINED AND DENIED 
by Jerry Moffitt 

On Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

176 pages, $4.95; add 75¢, postage & handling 

ORDER FROM: 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78745 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI': 
. DAVID R. SHORT 

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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WOULD YOU RISK LOSING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 

THE 
SECOXD 
\ ' JI~RIC t \' REl T1'IOX 

You Already Have. 
This is certainly the most important book I have read in a long, 
long time .. . . I cannot recommend this book too highly." 

FRANCIS A. SCHAFFER 

A sobering look at how the United States has strayed from its Judea
Christian Foundation. Grim proof that our judicial system is threat
ening the religious liberties our founding fathers intended to pre
serve. 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. Box 610,Austin, Texas 78767 

NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION $10.95 

ADD 15% POSTAGE & HANDLING, TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

The Finest in Non-Instrumental Religious Music 
IN THE IMAGE OF GOD (A Capella) He Bore It All, Don't Scatter the Sheep, I'll Fly 
Away, Only A Shadow Between I, Beautiful Prayer, The Glory-Lord Way, Did you 
Repent, Fully Repent, The Love of God, My God and I, Home Of The Soul, He is My 
Everything, My God is Real, Just A Little Talk With Jesus, God Bless You, Go With God. 
SING ME A SONG ABOUT JESUS (A Capella} All Things Bright and Beautiful, Sing 
And Be Happy, Flee As A Bird, The Lord Has Been Mindful of Me, Beautiful Gleanings 
Bring, Lovest Thou Me More Than These, The Solemn Feast, I'm Building A Bridge 
Jesus is Coming Soon, Wonderfu l Grace of Jesus, If We Never Meet Again, If That 
Isn't Love, Give the World A Smile, Take My Hand, Precious Lord. 

Name __________________________________________________ __ 

Street or Box-----------------------------------------------

City, State, Zip ---------------------------------------------

HIS IMAGE NEW Record S-Track Cassette Unit Price 

In The Image of God $7.00 

Price 

Singers 
Left to right: Top-Deryl House-Tenor, 
Judy Stewart-Alto, Tommy Stewart-Bass
Director, Terry Dutton-Sop., Morris 
Webb-Tenor, Melody Jennings-Alto, 
Debbie Combest-Alto; Bottom-Larry 
Stewart-Bass, Mary Tucker-sop. 
All worship· at Centra l Church of Christ, 
Tulia, Texas. 
Box 205, TULIA, TEXAS 79088 
Phone (806) 995·4334 or 995·2561 
(No co llect calls please) 
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Sing Me A Song About Jesus $7.00 

Still Ava ilable 

Sing To Me of Heaven $7.00 

Victory in Jesus $7.00 

Go With God $7.00 

FF-82 Please add $1.25 Postage and Handlin~S------

Payment requ ired prior to delivery. TOTA.__ ___ __ 
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R. N. HOGAN, FAMED BLACK PREACHER OF LOS ANGELES 
examines a set of the "Jule Miller Filmstrips" which have just 
recently been re-photographed with black models, in new 
livin~ color. Ent~tled '.'The yisualized Bible Study Series," the 
new 1mproved f1lmstn ps w1th black models are now avai lable 
from the Firm Foundation. Jule Mille r stands, along with Bur
ton Coffman, among the greatest contributors to the church's 
growth in our age. Coffman Commentaries and Jule •Miller 
Filmstrips are standard work among churches of Christ. 

Austin, Texas, December 14, 1982 
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GJiloria/ 

Blessed are the Peacemakers 

In a world torn by selfishness and greed, blessed are 
the peacemakers. We read a lot about peace, and every 
government claims to be striving for peace, but usually 
it is peace on their terms. That kind of peace will never 
come. 

jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, said, "Blessed 
are the peacemakers.' He probably did not have refer
ence to governments. He could have referred ·to brothers 
in the kingdom; for they are blessed who work for 
peace, who think peace, and who not only pray for 
peace but try to produce it. 

Make no mistake. A house divided against itself can
not stand. One of the greatest religious ideas of modern 
times is floundering because it forgot that eternal truth. 
There must be a change of heart on a broad front and 
thousands-especially preachers and elders are going to 
have to really wage peace or else our days are num
bered. 

We must learn to look down upon strife-mongers. So 
long as they are our heroes and so long as it provides 
them vain-glory to set brother against brother our future 
is dim. We can't pray for peace and work against it. 
Hearts must be changed to love peace and pursue it. If 
the energy spent on branding, marking, quarantining 
and dividing were spent on realizing peace it would be 
wonderful. Blessed are the peacemakers. Every Christian 
should be one. 

We have not been taught to be ashamed of division 
as we should have been taught. It doesn't pain us to 
have it as it ought. We are too busy defending our own 
peculiar positions and not concerned enough with un
feigned love of the brethren. Right now we have more 
interest in hurling our spears from a distance than we 
have in coming face to face with those with whom we 
disagree in a sincere and honest effort to work out dif
ferences. 

Do we really believe that disunity is ,a sin? Do we 
really believe that we can become orie in partaking of 
a common Lord's supper and then separate in packs after 
the supper is over? Do we really believe that judgment is 
reserved for sinners who do not care enough for peace 
and unity? We need to become conscious of the fact that 
strife and division is sin. We are sinners who practice it. 

We will have peace only when we want it. We will 
have it any time we want it. Until we want it we won't 
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have it. It is time for the splinters of the Restoration heri
tage to sit down together and settle their differences 
~nee and for all. We agree with the rhetoric but we do 
little to implement the process. 

Our leadership-meaning our preachers and, secon
darily, our elders-must bear to the judgement prime 
responsibility for strife and disunity. Neither will accept 
voluntarily the responsibility, but check the history of 
the church universal or of the churches within your ac
quaintance locally, and the disunited, unpeaceful condi
tions have almost universally come from either preach
ers or elders. Yet, neither would accept responsibility 
for it. It was always the other fellow. 

Pe~ce and unity are married to each other. Where you 
find one you. find the other. Our problem is not an ex
ternal one. It is internal-in the heart. When Christian 
hearts are right, peace and unity flow. When hearts are 
not right the opposite results. Wherever you find bad 
results they are simply the symptom of the disease. 
Blessed are the peacemakers. 

We believe that every Christian is responsible for cor
recting the abuse to peace and unity. He must neither be 
a destroyer of peace himself, nor must he allow his peers 
to be. Allowing may be as great a sin as commission. 
When we show a strong disapproval of strife-mongering 
it will cease. So long as our itching ears go after gossip, 
slander and falsehood we can hardly expect peace or 
unity. And so long as church leaders practice it how can 
we expect the rank and file to go a different direction? 
Blessed are the peacemakers. 

When we develop a unity of spirit we will have the 
bond of peace. The Scriptures teach us to be of one 
spirit and Apostles exhort us to be of one mind. We who 
go back to the Bible should go back to this part of it. We 
will have problems as long as we are in this world, but 
Christians will act Christian toward each other. They will 
sit down and work through their differences and arrive 
at peace. It is unchristian not to. 

We would suggest a new ministry in the church:. the 
office of peacemaker. It will take strict "qualifications," 
such as total selflessness, and humility, and commit
ment, but the church needs this "office" filled, oh, so 
baaly. Blessed in any congregation, or in the whole 
brotherhood, are its peacemakers, for jesus said 11they 
shall be called the sons of God." 
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The Instructive Nature of Grace 
DAVID A. SAMPSON 

Today, it seems that so many people are wanting something 
for nothing. TV bombards us with commercials telling us how 
we can lose weight without exercise or dieting. Sunday maga
zine advertisements tell us how we can become millionaires 
without any money to invest if we will only buy an author's 
book for $10.95 on how to become a millionaire overnight. 
Of course, the authors don't tell you they became millionaires 
selling books on how to become a millionaire. Our American 
educational system is pervaded by an attitude among students 
that the system owes them diplomas. Never mind the work 
that is a pre-requisite. Our economy is on the verge of col
lapse because for a generation we have created a something
for-nothing mentality, and no one has ever bothered to ask 
the question of who is going to pay for all the costly pro
grams. 

It seems to me that this something-for-nothing attitude has 
infiltrated American Christianity. We have discovered grace 
and repudiated legalism, but the kind of grace we have 
preached has not led to a disciplined Christian community. 

In Titus 2:11-14, Paul says that saving grace is instructive 
by its very nature. Paul repudiates the grace that teaches a 
something-for-nothing Christianity. In verse 11, Paul says that 
saving grace has been revealed in jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
that grace is available to all people. In verse 12, Paul affirms 
that this grace is active. He says that this grace teaches us; it 
instructs us. The word he uses which is translated ''teach" 
literally means instruct, discipline, correct, and even whip. By 
use of such a very strong verb, Paul affirms that grace is a 
very active power in the Christian's life. In what does grace 
instruct us? 

First, grace instructs us to deny or renounce that which is 
wrong. This Paul says in the first half of verse 12. As the N.I.V. 
translates it, "the grace of God intsructs us to say no." This 
phrase is a· translation of the Greek word which means to 
deny, to renounce, to disown. It is again a very strong verb. 
In this phrase, Paul says that grace instructs us to renounce 
or to be done with impiety, and by impiety, Paul is describing 
a lack of reverence for God. In other words, Paul is saying 
that when grace confronts us, it leads us to be done with 
lack of reverence toward God. This grace· also instructs us 
to renounce worldly lusts. These lusts are distortions of self
centeredness. The very nature of an encounter with grace 
forces us to be done with self-centeredness which is so 
destructive to ourselves and to others. So we can see that 
grace first of all instructs us to separate ourselves from that 
which is evil. 

But, secondly, grace instructs us to affirm that which is 
good. Paul enumerates three things grace instructs us to 
affirm in the second half of verse 12. 

First, grace instructs us to practice self-control. The Chris-
. tian life is not to be marked by damaging excesses. At all 
times, the Christian is to be in control of things, rather than 
having things control the Christian. This should be seen in 
every area of the· Christian~'s life; his food, his drink, his exer
cise, and his pastimes. Bud Wilkerson, the famous football 
coach, once described the state of Americans' self-control 
when he said that football is a game with twenty-two players 
on the field in desperate need of rest and forty thousand peo
ple in the stands in desperate need of exercise. Wilkerson's 

point was that Americans are not noted for their self
discipline. 

Secondly, grace instructs us to live righteously. That is, 
grace instructs us to live in harmony with the laws of God. 
Grace is never an excuse to live in violation of God's laws. 

Thirdly, grace instructs us to live Godly; we are) to have a 
life that reflects the God we serve. Frederick Nitschze, an 
atheistic philosopher in Nazi Germany, made a comment 
which indicated the condition of Christianity in Germany in 
those years. Nitschze said, "I will believe in the Redeemer 
God when I see him in the lives of the redeemed." What Paul 
says in the second half of verse 12 is that grace instructs us 
to live the life of the God who has redeemed us. 

In twentieth century Christianity, the song "Just As I AJll" 
has become the theme song of Christian living. It is certalnly 
true that the grace of God can reach into· the depths of sin 
to meet us just as we are. However, it is a heretical mis
representation of grace for us to ever give the impression that 
we can stay just as we are after havjng encountered and ac
cepted the grace of God. 

Paul affirms in verse 14 that the ultimate expression of grace 
was in Christ who "gave himself." Furthermore, the giving of 
Christ was for a purpose. Paul says that purpose was "in order 
that he might liberate us from our sins." The verb translated 
"liberate" was a word which was used in the first century to 
describe what went on in the slave trade. A person could 
be sold into slavery for any number of reasons. For example, 
one could be sold into slavery if he failed to pay his bills. Yet, 
one could be redeemed from slavery, one could be bought 
out of that slavery, if a friend would pay the redemption 
price. This is the word which Paul uses to describe the work 
of Christ. We have been recipients of a grace that has liber
ated us from slavery to sin. If we have been recipients of such 
grace, how could we possibly be content with remaining in 
sin? The grace which was revealed in Christ was revealed to 
create a ''people of his very own." The King james version 
translated this phrase as "peculiar people." In 1611, that was 
a very accurate translation but in the intervening years, the 
word "peculiar" has changed its meaning. The Greek ad
jective means one's. personal, private possessions. The English 
word peculiar is derived from the latin word peculiaris which 
means one's private possession. So when Paul says that the 
grace of God was revealed in order that he might create a 
people for his very own, Paul is saying that the grace of God 
creates in those who accept it an undivided loyalty to the 
Savior. 

The New Testament knows of no such thing as cheap grace, 
or a something-for-nothing grace. Grace is expensive because 
it cost God his Son to reveal and effect. It is expensive be
cause it costs man everything he has to accept it. 

Nq modern theologian has captured this understanding or 
expressed it more eloquently than Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He 
wrote in his book "The Cost of Discipleship," "When Christ 
calls a man, he bids him come and die. Cheap grace is the 
grace we bestow on ourselves: the preaching of forgiveness 
without repentance, baptism without confession, communion 
without discipline. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship. 
Costly grace is the gospel which must be asked for again 
and again, the gift which must be sought, the door at which 
a man must knock. It is costly because it cost a man his life, 
but is is grace because it gives a man the only true life." In 
our evangelism let us make sure that we are proclaiming the 
costly grace of the New Testament. 
915 W. Park Row, Arlington, TX 76015 
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When Evangelism Fails 
J AM ES HINK LE 

All of us have had ou r setbacks w hen it comes to evan
gelism. I personally know of no Christian w ho has not tried 
to share his faith w ith another. There may be a few out there 
but they are not personal acquaintances of mine. There is 
something in all of us that says we must help others to find 
the way. Our desire is that "al l men be saved and co me to 
the knowledge of the truth." 

Yet, not all the people I know have been "successful," if 
we define success as "sinners becoming saints." Many have 
tried and failed. This has presented the Lord's people with a 
dilemma, We want to see our friends and loved ones saved, 
yet, we can't seem to reach them. 

What do we do? Do we quit? I know of a few who have 
quit, but many are cont inuing to tel l the story. But even 
these get discouraged. 

Lately, I have noti ced a most dangerous trend. It is hap
pening, oh, so slyly. When evange li sm has fai led some have 
said the fault is in the message and it needs to be adjusted so 
it will not be so unpalatable. 

Let us approach this subject from three standpoints. It 
might be quaint to some and out-dated to others, but evan
gelism stil l includes three things: (1) seed, (2) sower, and (3) 
field. When evangelism fai ls, all three should be checked. 

Let's Check the Message 

Whi le we proclaim to others that they need to check thei r 
message, honesty demands that we check ou r own. On ly 
those who lack confidence in their message are afraid of 
careful invest igation. Since "many false prophets have gone 
out in to the world," it is imperative that we continually " try 
the spirits to see if they are from God" (1 john 4:1). This is a 
command to us to look ca refully at our message as well as the 
message of o'thers. 

Our approach to this question has sometimes been dan
gerous. We ask the wrong questions and therefore, come up 
with the w rong answers. We ask questions li ke " How can I 
make the message less offensive?" When we are afra id that 
"people are offended" we draw back and become less 
aggressive. 

Now when evangelism fails and we have checked our mes
sage, let us no t defeat the purpose of evangel ism by altering 
the message. The gospel is stil l " God's power to save" and we 
must not change the gospe l. Surely, we might be ab le to get 
more people to services by el iminatioA of offens ive doctrines 
but what purpose is there in establ ishing a community 
church that is an intermingling of peop le who do not have 
Jesus as their true Lord? We need to '=heck our message to 
make sure that we have not altered it, then go on with it as 
it is for man as he is. 

Let Us Look at the Sower 

My purpose here is not to lay a gui lt trip on any of us, 
but this area needs cont inual checking. After driving through 
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a few streets under construction recently, I was surprised that 
my lights had almost gone out. Actually the lights were as 
bright as they ever were but the mud from the construction 
and rain had covered them. It was not an easy task to get out 
and scrape caked mud from the l ights but it was necessary and 
productive. We are God's light in this world. If we become 
caked wi th mud, God's love is still just as bright, but we need 
to check the sower. 

Is there some inconsistency in our lives that dulls the mes
sage? Is my approach to others too negative? Do my manner
isms say I am insensitive? What about methods? Are they 
consistent with the need to see jesus as the Son of God? 
Are the crucifixion and the resurrection at the heart of my 
method? What about my respe1=t for the other person? Can I 
see him as an individual who is sincere and who is capable of 
making intelligent decisions? Do I treat him as a unique in
d ividual? In other words do I treat him as I would want to be 
treated? We need to be aware that th e Go lden Rule works if 
we wil l apply it. 

Since 70-80% of church growth comes through friends and 
re latives, we must be more genuine to those around us and 
be more in the character of j esus if we are to see significant 
evangel ism take place. 

What About the Field? 

When evangelism does not reap positive results it might 
be that the fie ld is the problem. People still have a right to 
refuse. What kind of people are we working with? Are they 
more li ke the Athenians or the Bereans? 

When our first missionaries went to Rome a few decades 
ago, the response was nil. It was a terribly frustrating experi 
ence for th em and an ordeal that some thought was beyond 
endurance. Yet, another decade or so passed and there were 
a number of conversions of people in "high places." What 
was the difference? Was it ti me or had somebody been cu lti
vating the soil ? The planting and the watering must go on 
but God gives the increase when hearers are responsib le and 
positive. 

Sometimes we have "shot into the shadows" and thought 
that we cou ld convert all of that mass of faces but 70-80% of 
church growth still comes through friends and relatives. It 
takes time to make friends and influence people. A lot of 
fields need a lot of cultivation before they wil l be productive. 

God has said that his word w ill not return to him void. We 
might remember that in the truest of senses, evangel ism never 
~a il s . It is people who fail but God's word still accomplishes 
1ts purpose ei ther to give l i fe or bring condemnation. Good 
preaching lies in the soundness of the message not in the 
positive response to it. 

York Col lege, York, NE 68467 
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Are There Christmongers Among Us? 
DALE SIMPSON 

"Monger-a trader, a dealer;-now often implying petty 
discreditable dealings or traffic. Mongering-dealings; traf
ficking; trading;-chiefly in combination as newsmongering, 
fishmongering." 

Twas ever thus. Throughout history there have been 
lascivious, covetous persons greedy for filthy lucre, who for 
their own material, personal gain have crept in among sin
cerely religious people to take advantage of their dedication 
and generosity. 

Christ, in righteous anger, drove out the money changers 
who were mongering at the temple of God, making money 
off the religion of the Jews. Judas lscariot, greedy for money, 
became a Christmonger and sold his Lord for thirty pieces of 
silver. The seven sons of Sceva tried to become Christ
mongers, but were thwarted by the Holy Spirit. 

The horrible excesses of Simony by the Roman Catholic 
church in the Middle Ages through the trafficking in the crime 
of buying and selling ecclesiastical preferment helped cause 
the Protestant Reformation. Simony comes from the New 
Testament example of Simon Magus, who was severely re
buked by the Apostle Peter for offering money to purchase 
the power of giving the Holy Spirit. 

Christmongers Today 

There are hosts of Christmongers in the world today that 
would put the simonizers of the Middle Ages to shame. They 
are not isolated to California or to one religious denomina
tion. A Christmonger is a person or group who capitalizes on 
the religion of Christ for his own material advantage. Ameri
cans are the most generous people in the history of the world. 

The religious scandals in our time, The Father Divines, The 
Electronic Church, The Jim Jones', the Plain Truth Armstrongs, 
The Roberts' Miracle Workers, The 700 Club, and the PTL 
Club, cause us to be keenly aware of religious evangelists 
who capitalize upon the emotions of religious people and end 
up owning their own estates, yachts, jet airplanes, Mercedes 
Benz limousines, country club memberships, and control of 
vast amounts of wealth. 

Naturally, we are shocked when we hear of this sort of 
extravagance. Someone has said, ''The easiest way to get-rich
quick is to start your own religion, get your own 501 C3 tax 
number from the IRS, get on the airways, and go after the 
money." Rip-off artists have invaded the medical field, as 
well as big-time athletics, securities, welfare, education, and 
it is no surprise that they would enter the religious field 
where the risk of being caught and punished is less and the 
take is higher. 

Many Good Causes 

Obviously, there are many good causes which are not sup
ported through the Lord's church and through the church 

treasury. Christian Colleges, Christian Schools, yes-there are 
many good causes. So many, in fact, that the best cause does 
not always get first or best attention. To gain an advantage, 
many "good causes" go out and hire high-priced Madison 
Avenue-type fund-raisers to "tout" their cause. Many so
called good causes are spending more than 50% of their 
income for the cost of raising money. 

It Is Time for a Code of Ethics fot Christian Fund-Raisers 

Because there has been so much abuse in the area of fund
raising for "good Christian causes," legitimate charitable in
stitutions have had to band together and police themselves 
and establish certain ethical standards for accounting for the 
money raised and for soliciting gifts. 

A recommended statement of ethics for individuals and 
institutions raising money from members of churches of 
Christ for good causes should read as follows: 

"Individuals and institutional advancement professionals, 
by virtue of their special responsibilities within the religious 
community, should represent their institution on the highest 
ethical and moral planes. They have, therefore, a special duty 
to exemplify the best qualities of th~ir institution and to ob
serve the highest standards of personal and professional 
conduct. 

Their words and actions should embody respect for truth, 
fairness, responsibility and accountability. 

Fund-raisers and administrators of institutions calling upon 
churches of Christ and members of churches of Christ should 
uphold the professional reputation and their conduct should 
be above reproach. 

They should safeguard the privacy right of confidential in
formation. They should not grant or accept favors for personal 
gain, nor should they solicit or accept favors for their institu
tions where a higher public interest would be violated. 

They avoid actual or apparent conflicts of interest, and, 
if in doubt, seek guidance from appropriate authorities; 

They follow the letter and spirit of laws and regulations af
fecting institutional advancement; 

Their financial records, especially their costs of fund-raising 
and promotion, should not be withheld from those who con
tribute. A percentage of higher than 10% is excessive." 

Having been in the fund raising busihess for over 25 years, 
as a Development Officer for a Christian College, I have 
seen many promoters come and go. It is time to speak out. 
Christians should be wise and prudent with their generosity. 
But, let us beware of Christmongers. 

4920 58th Street, Lubbock, Texas 79414 
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Imputed Righteousness 
GAYl.ORO COOK 

That anyone could after reading Romans chapter 4 deny 
the fact of. imputed righteouness seems incredible. Certainly 
there may be disagreements as to the implications of the term, 
but to deny its reality hardly seems possible. Yet, one con
tinues to see articles and hear sermons that do indeed deny 
that righteousness can be imputed. For example one writer 
commenting on 1 John 3:7 says, "Of a certain type of char
acter it is affirmed that he is righteous. Who is he? He that 
doeth righteousness. No other is." He further says, " ... but 
God approves of those only who do right (keep his com
mandments); therefore, to possess the approval of God. and 
the righteousness which he requires one must do right by 
keeping his commandments." This quotation is not to pro
voke dispute with its writer but simply to demonstrate the 
reality of the position. It is not a straw man ·that is being 
addressed. 

Paul's statements from Romans 4 which are pertinent to this 
discussion are: 1. "Abraham believed God and it was counted 
to him for righteousness." (vs. 3) 2. "His faith is counted for 
righteousness." (vs. 5) 3. "Even as David also described the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous
ness without works." (v. 6) 4. "Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin." (vs. 8) 5. " ... faith was reckoned 
to Abraham for righteousness." (vs. 9) 6. " ... that righteous
ness might be imputed unto them also." (vs. 11) 7. "And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness." (vs. 22) 
8. "Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was im
puted to him; But for us also to whom it should be imputed, 
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead;" (ws. 23-24). 

Undeniably these verses declare that righteousness has 
been or may be "imputed," "counted unto," or "counted 
for." The question, of course is, what does this meali? The 
Greek word is logizomai. It is used 41 times in the New Testa
ment with 34 of these being by Paul. Repeatedly the trans
lators have rendered the word "imputed" or "counted." 
Wuest says it is an accounting term used in secular Greek in 
regard to the crediting to one's account a deposit that was 
made. This is clearly the way it is used at Gal. 3:6 when Paul 
says, "Even as Abraham believed God and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness." Other representative uses of the term 
outside Romans 4 are Phil. 3:13; 2 Tim. 4:16 and Heb. 11:9. 

Perhaps, however the real problem does not lie with an 
understanding of logizomai (impute), but with the meaning of 
dikaiosune (righteousness). The quoting of Psa. 119:172, " ... 
for all thy commandments are righteousness," followed by 
the assumption that nothing else is righteousness would indi
cate this to be true. 

In the Old Testament the Hebrew words tsedeq and 
tsedaqah are regularly translated "righteousness." The word 
in Psa. 119:172 is tsedeq. Originally these words signified that 
which conforms to the norm. For the Hebrews, of course, this 
norm was the ctiaracter and will of God. That these words re
ferred to ethical conduct is undeniable. The normal usage of 
the word "righteous" in the Old Testament had reference to 
the man who "did right." 

"Righteousness" in the New Testament is regularly from 
dikaiosune. The corresponding verb (dikaioo), is with two ex-
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ceptions (Rom. 6:7; Rev. 22:11), translated "justify." Does this 
word always mean "righteousness" in the ethical sense, or 
does it sometimes have a wider meaning that includes salva
tion by "justification?" Can it refer to one who is "righteous" 
because he has been justified (pronounced "not guilty" by 
God), or does it refer only to the one who "does right?" 
That is the heart of the question and the key to what is meant 
by "imputed righteousness." 

When Paul writes of the law of righteousness (Rom. 9:31), 
he is referring to the ethical demands of the Mosaic Law, but 
when he uses the same expression in Rom. 3:21 he is making 
reference to "salvation" accomplished by God through Christ. 
In Rom. 6:16 sin that brings death is contrasted with obedi
ence that brings righteousness. In the remainder of chapter 6 
the meaning of "righteousness" is the standard of Christian 
ethics or conduct that is the result of having been set free of 
servin8 sin. 

It is then seen that in the Roman letter alone Paul uses the 
word "righteousness" in three different ways. First, it is used 
in the sense of ethical conduct demanded by the Law of 
Moses; secondly of the salvation which is the gift of God 
through Christ; and finally, of the ethical conduct which is 
demanded of the Christian. 

Care should be taken to keep in mind the relationship 
between "righteousness" and "justification." Both are used 
to translate the same word. Moses E. Lard has a good dis
cussion of the alternate usage of these words in translating 
dikaiosune in his Commentary on Romans. A failure to recog
nize the fact of the connection between "righteousness" 
and "justification" and the failure to recognize that "right
eousness" is used in different ways in the New Testament 
leads to misunderstanding where none should exist. All the 
commandments of God are righteousness, but that is not all 
that is righteousness. 

Should it be true that the only righteousness available to 
man is that righteousness which comes from doing right, 
there would have been no point in Christ coming into the 
world. The Law of Moses was holy and the commandment 
holy, just and good (Rom. 7:12). If man could have kept the 
law, he could have been righteous. However, Paul said that 
even though the law was spiritual, he was carnal and sold 
under sin (Rom. 7:14). The inability of man to be righteous 
under the law was the fault not of the law, but the weakness 
of the flesh (Rom. 8:3). 

Man is no more righteous under Christ than under the law 
if it be true that he is righteous only to the extent he does 
right. Man could not then keep every detail of the law all 
of the time. Neither can he do that in the Christian age. 

Therefore, if man is to be righteous (justified) he must be 
pronounced "not guilty'' because his sins are forgiven. It is 
in this way that man is made righteous by Christ. The good 
works or positive righteousness of Christ are not transferred 
to man. One does not· become more ethical by having 
righteousness imputed. One does become "justified" or 
comes to occupy a right relationship with God, thus can he 
be said to be righteous because by faith (that includes an 
obedient will) the righteousness of Christ is imputed to him. 
Remember that imputed simply means "counted." God does 
not impute or count sin against the one who is walking in 
the light with Christ (I John 1 :7), thus he is righteous by im
putation, not because he faultlessly keeps law. 

723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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The Eldership (2) Relationships 
JACK G. SHEPPARD 

The first article discussed the works of elders as set forth 
in the Scriputres. These works are: 1) Teaching, 2) Guarding, 
and 3) leading. This part will discuss the relationships. 

A Question of Authority 
There is a tendency, not limited to our brotherhood, to 

view the eldership in authoritarian terms. There is good rea
son for this; English translations of the New Testament portray 
the eldership in authoritarian terms. Examining the King James 
Version, we find elders 'over' the flock (Acts 20:28). Elders 
are 'over' the church (1 Thess. 5:12) and 'rule' (1 Tim. 5:17). 
Elders also 'rule over' the church (Heb. 13:7, 17, & 24). Thus 
we have a pattern of translations emphasizing authoritarian 
relationships. Whether those translations are justified is 
another question, one that the following paragraphs will 
examine. 

Jesus commanded his disciples (Matt. 20:25-26) not to 
"lord it over" or "exercise authority over" their brethren, but 
rather to be. their "servants." In his admonition to elders 
(I Pet. 5:3), Peter applied Jesus' command not to "lord it over'' 
the brethren specifically to elders. Yet, in virtually all pas
sages dealing with the eldership, translators appear to have 
gone out of their way to state relationships in authoritarian 
terms; even going, in some instances, so far as to twist the 
meaning of Greek words. 

Compare Acts 20:28 in the King James and New American 
Standard Versions: "Take heed ... to the flock, (over, KJV or 
among, NASV) which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers 
... " There is a big difference between 'over' versus 'in' or 
'among.' The Greek word is 'en,' which means 'in' or 'among,' 
but never 'over.' 

A secor:td point: language is not merely a matter of looking 
up words in a dictionary. Many words have multiple defini
tions, in English, and in Gree~. Further, words have personal
ity. Some are strong, and some are weak. The word 'episko
pos' in Acts 20:28 is better translated 'watchman' than 
'overseer.' 'Overseer' connotes a boss to English-speaking 
people. A watchman is a protector, not a boss. 

Consider Heb. 13:7, 15, & 24: " ... which have the rule 
over you ... (KJV)" vs. " ... your leaders .. (NASV)" The 
Greek word here is 'hegeomai.' It means to lead by influ
ence; it does not mean "rule over." 

1 Thess. 5:12 and 1 Tim. 5:17 refer to those "who are over 
you in the lord," and "who rule well." The Greek word is 
"proistemi," regarding which Kittel states, " ... the emphasis 
is not on their rank or authority but on their efforts for the 
eternal salvation of believers ... , the verb has in the NT the 
primary senses of both 'to lead' and 'to care for,' and this 
agrees with the distinctive nature of office in the NT, since 
according to lk. 22:26 the one who is chief is to be as he who 
serves." 

Finally, 1 Pet. 5:2, in the King James Version, contains the 
gloss (an insertion, not part of the original), "taking the over
sight thereof." 

Thus, translations emphasize authoritarian concepts. The 
older translations are more authoritarian; the more recent 
tend to be less hard-line. This should not be surprising. 
Bibles are translated by committees mostly made up of peo-

pie from churches with authoritarian governments. The older 
the translation, the more authoritarian the background. 

Conversely, Scholars of the Greek language have tended 
to emphasize leadership, influence, and service, rather than 
authoritarianism. Scholars are judged on the accuracy of their 
work rather than church politics. They tend to be very care
ful with their facts (as contrasted with their theories). Their 
reputations as scholars depend on it. 

Submission and Subjection 
The gist of what is said above is that elders must do their 

work without the exercise of lordship. That being the case, 
how do they function? How can they lead if they do not have 
the authority to compel the flock to follow? How do they deal 
with the unruly who refuses to follow their lead? These are 
all good questions. For the answers, we turn our attention 
from the eldership to the congregation. 

Eph. 5:21 commands Christians to "be subject to one 
another." 'Subject' is in the middle voice (a grammatical 
structure without counterpart in English) which means that 
the one performing the action performs it on himself. Thus, 
each Christian is commanded to subject himself to every 
other Christian. Heb. 13:17 commands Christians to "obey" 
and "submit" to leaders, presumably including elders. Visual
ize a church in which these things happened. No one would 
insist on his own way. No one would put his own interests 
ahead of the church. Each one, member and elder, would 
seek the common good and put the well-being of each other 
member ahead of his own. Thus, the question of the 'author
ity of the elders' would not arise. The elders would do their 
jobs to the best of their collective wisdom and abilities, and 
the members would follow their lead. Unfortunately, this 
ideal is rarely realized. 

Obviously no eldership is perfect, and no eldership makes 
the right judgement in every case. However, an eldership has 
visibility across the congregation that is unmatched by any 
individual member. There may be many unknown circum
stances behind every decision. It would be rare for a member 
to have sufficient knowledge of all the facts to be in a genuine 
position to challenge the judgement of the eldership. 

To sum up the relationship: all Christians (including elders) 
are commanded to subject themselves to all others. In par
ticular, Christians are commanded to esteem and to obey and 
to submit to elders. Elders, on the other hand, are forbidden 
to act like lords of the church and are forbidden to exercise 
authority down upon the church. This is an ideal relationship. 
There is a natural instinct to rebel against any person who 
tries to bring us into subjection to himself. If elders try to 
bring us under their thumbs, they provoke a rebellious re
sponse. On the other hand, Christians who have voluntarily 
submitted themselves to Christ, are told by Christ to submit 
to their brethren, particularly elders. Their brethren, particu
larly elders, are forbidden to take advantage of their sub
mission. 

As long as both parties keep the bargain, all is well. But 
what happens when one side breaks the bargain? Suppose 
a member (or members) refuse to follow the lead of the eld-

( Continued on page 18) 
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Have You Been Converted? DAVID BOSWELL 

Conversion, whatever else may be said 
of this word, always produces marked 
changes. And these changes are not only 
evident in outward acts, but in inward 
thoughts as well. Our future goals and 
plans will be affected by whatever it is 
we've been converted to. Surely no one 
would dispute this, and yet many Chris
tians claim to have been converted to 
Christ, but the only difference in their 
life is that now they attend church ser
vices, whereas before they didn't. Is this 
all there is in true conversion to Christ? 

The truly" converted Christian· is one 
who has surrendered himself totally to 
jesus. Jesus speaks of this very thing in 
John 11:25. Jesus said that anybody who 
loves his life will lose it, and anybody 
who hates his life in this world or age 
will preserve for eternal life. When 
speaking of love for self, Jesus uses the 
word phileo, the passionate, affectionate 
type of love. In other words, anybody 
who clings to his life with a passionate 
attachment will lose his life. The convert
ed Christian is one who has let go of his 
own ego. Jesus isn't saying to be his dis
ciple you must hate yourself, but rather 
he's demanding to be first. And being 
first must even include you! jesus must 
come before yourself. This is the first 
step in true conversion. 

The person who has truly given him
self to jesus will be different. And the 
difference will be noticeable. One of the 
key thoughts in the Sermon on the 
Mount is, "Be not therefore like unto 
them ... " But being different outward
ly is just not enough. Jesus is calling 

for a radical change among his fellowers. 
True spirituality is inward, with the out
ward reflecting the inward difference. 
In Matt. 5:20, Jesus taught that our 
righteousness must exceed that of the 
scr;bes and Pharisees. In other words, 
they have an outward conformity to the 
law, but you must have an inward con
formity to the law. The scribes and 
Pharisees really got into the Scriptures; 
they were good theologians, but they 
never allowed the Scriptures to get into 
them. 

Notice throughout Matthew 5, the 
teachings of Jesus which support an 
inward conformity to the law. In his 
teaching on murder, jesus didn't stop 
just with the act. He was· more con
cerned with the thoughts that might 
eventually lead to the act. Jesus taught 
that not only is it wrong to murder, but 
it is just as wrong to hate in your heart. 
These thoughts are the real cause of 
murder. And whether or not you com
mit the act, having hateful thoughts is 
equal to murder in the religion of jesus. 
The truly converted have a cleansed 
heart. . 

Have you been converted? Since 
you've become a Christian do you think 
differently? Do you have new goals? Do 
you have new attitudes? Are you a bet
ter person? Or are you essentially the 
same person who now attends church 
services Maybe you've given up a couple 
of bad habits, but what have you be
come? Have you been converted? 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, Calif. 
95608 

What Ever Happened to that Fine Young 
Preacher? JAMES BAILEY 

As a minister myself, and a member of 
the Lord's Church most of my life, I am 
amazed and appalled at the number of 
men who are leaving the full-time minis
try of the church for secular occupations. 
Let me assure you that I don't fault them 
for their decision, and certainly there 
have been some fine men that have 
earned a living from some other occupa
tion and still done a grand job of pro
claiming the Word. However, it has be
come evident to me that perhaps we 
aren't looking at both sides of the 
"preacher loss" problem. I have read 
many articles that tell me how preach
ers today need to study more, be more 
zealous, prepare better, be more dedi
cated, etc. And to be honest there are 
cases in which this is true. 

I must admit though, that it strikes me 
as odd how some congregations have a 
number of preachers over a period of a 
few years, and to hear them tell it, it is 
always the preacher who was at fault. I 
must wonder how often a company 
changes presidents several times in suc
cession without it becoming obvious that 
something is amiss with that company? 
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What would your conclusion be if you 
knew that the local bank hired and fired 
several well qualified men within the 
space of a few years? Would it not 
occur to you that perhap.s ev~rything 
wasn't quite on the up ·and up in that 
institution? 

Could it be that we need to look more 
closely at the congregation and its role 
in the maintaining and nurturing preach
ers? Is it possible that our "get-someone
to-do-it-for-me". attitude may have 
something to do with our dwindling 
preacher population? Are there any 
aspects of preacher-congregation rela-
-tions that bear on the preacher from the 
congregation's side of the picture? 

What about the financial and emo
tional strings that often keep the preach
er feeling like he is in jeopardy? You 
know, the house that is never his; the 
feeling that his main duty is to please 
the members; the lack of communica
tion between the preacher and the eld
ers; the unspoken ritual of "our preach
er never stays more than two years," etc. 

Is it feasible to assume that perhaps 
some of the men who have quit full time 

pulpit work have been "run-off" by the 
brethren even when they were qualified 
in every way? Have some of your ex
perienced men finally come to jhe con
clusion that "deaconing" because the 
deacons won't, and "eldering" because 
the elders won't, and serving because 
the members won't, and then getting 
blamed for everything that happens is 
too high a price to pay? To high a price 
to pay up their families, to high a price 
to pay in their families, to high a price 
economically. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Jesus Christ: The Unique One 
JOHN W. HEDGE 

Among all the religious teachers and 
leaders of all ages Jesus Christ stands out 
to be the most unique. He was born of 
"the seed of Abraham" and in fleshly 
descent was a Hebrew or Jew; racially. 
But, unlike the Jewish leaders and teach
ers of his day, he never placed special 
emphasis on his "flesh and blood" line. 
While speaking concerning the "Jewish 
fold" into which he had been born, he 
said, "Other sheep I have which are not 
of this (Jewish) fold; them also must I 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold and one Shep
herd.'' In this statement he indicated 
that he would, in due course of time, 
introduce a new system of religion which 
would recognize no racial lines nor 
geographical boundaries. 

It was during his personal ministry 
on· earth that he "crossed the racial line" 
and taught certain individuals among 
the gentiles. This unusual conduct as a 
Jew on his part brought both frowns 
and surprises from the people. Those 
who stood behind the partition walls of 
Judasim frowned upon his conduct and 
others "marveled" at it. To us who are 
close students of God's word today, it is 
clear that Jesus by his example engaged 
in breaking down some of the "middle 
walls" of partitions which existed be
tween the nations at that time, prepara
tory to the introductions of New Testa
ment Christianity. 

While Christ was on earth he found 
the "house of Israel" divided into at least 
four leading religious sects, and known 
as the Pharisees, Saduccees, Herodians, 
aod Essenes. It is interesting to note that 
Christ did not align. himself with either 
one of these diverse sects. By reason of 
his non-fellowship with either one of 
these rival sects he would thereby ex
press his disapproval to what each one 
taught and practiced. And his attacks on 
their teachings and practices is sufficient 
evidence of his disapproval of what they 
taught and practiced. Question: Among 
the many religious sects most of them 
think that Christ is ever present with 
them to own and bless their conflicting 
creeds and practices? If Christ was 
unique in remaining aloof from the 
religious sects of his day, how could he 
still be unique and attach himself to such 
today? 

John W. Hedge (age 88) 
304 Glover Drive, Longview, Tx. 75601 
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Developing Spirituality • the Home 

The following is a list of 11 sugges
tions on how you might be able to better 
develop spirituality in your home. Think 
on these things. 

Pray Together 

The best suggestion that I can think 
of for families to be closer together as 
well as closer to God is to sit down and 
have meaningful prayer together. Use a 
prayer list to help you to remember the 
things that you need to talk tO God 
about. Pray before you leave home in 
the morning. When you arrive at the 
church building, before you leave your 
car, pray that God will strengthen you 
as you worship him with the right atti
tude. If there is something that is on 
your heart every day, don't hesitate to 
pray to God about it every day. The 
Bible does not condemn repetition, only 
meaningless repetition. 

Read the Bible Together 

The Bereans gave us an example of 
how we ought to study our Bibles. Even 
Paul commanded that the worship ser
vice not be interrupted when something 
was unclear to one of the audience, but 
rather the family was to discuss those 
matters in the privacy of their home. 
Become involved in the lessons that your 
children are learning on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. Help your children to pre
pare their lessons for Bible school. Share 
the beauty of the word of God with your 
family. 

Help Your Spouse Not To 
Worry About Material Things 

Jesus told his disciples in the Sermon 
on the Mount that they were not to 
worry about the material things in life. 
If God takes care of flowers and birds, 
then he will certainly take care of us, 
if we have enough faith. God has prom
ised that we will not starve for lack of 
food nor freeze for lack of clothing. But 
God has not promised us riches on 
earth, only necessities. This is where we 
as a family can help each other. A wife 
needs to encourage her husband that 
with God's help we can make it through 
another week. Husbands need to en
courage wives the same way. 

Help Your Spouse Take Up 
His or Her Cross 

Jesus said that we all have a cross to 
bear. And as a husband I cannot carry 
my wife's cross, but I can certainly help 
her. This can be done through encour
agement, by example, with loving com
passion if something ends up in failure. 
Help your spouse to climb to greater 
heights of service to the Lord. Sit down 
with your spouse and talk about ways 
in which you can help one another carry 
your cross. 

BOB WHIDDON, JR. 

Don't Fight Before Services 
Have you ever tried to open your 

heart in a loving way to God in wor
ship right after you have had a fight with 
your husband or wife? jesus said that if 
you come to worship him and still have 
something against your brother, first go 
and be reconciled to your brother and 
then come and worship God. What jesus 
meant was (paraphrased) if you come 
to worship with something bad in your 
heart, don't even try to worship God 
because your worship will be in vain. 
Make sure that the time you spend to
gether as a family before the worship 
services is a beautiful time. Go out of 
your way to make things pleasant as you 
get dressed on Sunday morning. Get up 
a little earlier so that you won't have to 
rush around. But make sure that you 
don't fight. Trying to worship God after 
you've developed bad feelings towards 
someone in your family may be danger
ous to your spiritual health. 

Write Your Contribution 
Check Before Services 

1 Cor. 11 :27 tells us that if we take 
the Lord's Supper in an unworthy man
ner then we will be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. But have you 
ever tried to concentrate on the Lord's 
Supper when you hear the tearing of 
checks out of the checkbook? Since 
most of the churches of Christ that I 
have attended pass the collection tray 
right after the Lord's Supper, this prob
lem might be considered nationwide. 
Writing checks during services is harm-· 
ful in three ways: (1) It disrupts the 
concentration of those around you (click
ing and tearing) (2) It disrupts your 
thoughts on the Lord's Supper or any 
other part of your worship to God; (3) 
But worst of all, it shows your children 
how much importance you place on 
giving. It tells your kids that you don't 
prepare to give back to the Lord, that 
it's not important since you wait till the 
last minute. As a family, perhaps we 
need to sit down and talk about giving 
since it is a very important part of our 
worshio service to God. Pray about it as 
a familv and prepare to give cheerfully 
to the Lord every first day of the week. 

Do Nothing To Hide Spouse's 
Light Under A Bushel 

Matt. 5:15 shows us how ridiculous 
it would be for us to have the light of 
Christ within us and try to hide it be
cause of fear or of being ashamed. We 
all know of many ways in which we 
are able to hide our own lights under 
bushels. But how many timesdo we 
unknowingly hide our spouse's light un
der a bushel? When we discourage our 
mates, especially when they are excited 

about the Lord's work, then in a sense 
we are putting their Christian lights 
under a bushel. A wife may come in 
and tell her husband that she would like 
to go visit that new couple that just 
placed their membership. But the hus
band is tired and complains about it. 
The wife then stays home since she 
doesn't want to go alone. What did that 
man do to the light of Christ that was 
shining out from his wife? Did he not 
hide it, so to speak, under a bushel? 
Our purpose is to encourage our fami
lies into greater service for the Lord, 
not discourage. We need to be willing 
to help our families, not hinder. 

If You Can't Say Something Nice, 
Don't Say Anything 

My mother always used to tell me, 
"If you can't say something nice, don't 
say anything." When it comes to the 
family situation, a lot of times we forget 
this principle. We often talk to our 
spouse in ways in which we'd never talk 
to anyone else. When we fight, we feel 
comfortable in using more expressive 
and derogatory terms, even name call
ing. But this isn't the way it should be. 
Our spouse is to be the closest person 
to us and therefore we should treat him 
(her) better and use more patience with 
him (her) than anyone else. Paul said, 
"Let no unwholesome word proceed 
from your mouth, but only such a word 
as is good for edification according to 
the need of the moment, that it may give 
grace to those who hear." Of course, the 
context shows that Paul was speaking of 
the Christain relationship. But are our 
wives not Christians? And if they are 
not, aren't we trying to win them over 
to the Christian life? When we talk 
about developing spirituality in our 
home, even our words need to be tem
pered. If you can't say something nice, 
don't say anything. 

Teach Your Kids By Example 
Read Prov. 22:6 and Eph. 6:4 and 

you'll find out that God expects us to 
raise our kids in something: 11in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord," 
and "in the way he should go." Bringing 
up a child to be a strong Christian must 
be done in a strong Christian home. 
Think for a moment how a child might 
view the Christian way of life. For some 
it might be compared to a dark tunnel. 
The parents can command the child to 
enter that tunnel and some might even 
physically force that child in. But the 
child is scared since he has never seen a 
Christian life displayed at home, so he 
rebels. But what if the parent took the 
child by the hand, led him into the 
Christian life by showing him how 
beautiful it really is, changing the child's 
future from dark uncertainty to the light 

(Continued on page 12) 
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COLUMBIA SELECTS ARMOUR AS 
PRESIDENT 

Mike Armour, dean of student affairs 
at Pepperd ine University in Ma libu, 
Calif., has been se lected president of 
Columbia Christian College in Portland, 
Ore. Armour, a prominent evangelist on 
the West Coast assumed hi s duties as 
president in early September. 

Columbia has been without a presi
dent since 1981 when Dr. J. P. Sanders 
became chancellor after leading the 
school for 11 years as executive vice
president and president. During his 
years as president, Sanders guided the 
school to fu ll accreditation as a four
year liberal arts college. 
• In addition to furthering his educa
tion, Armour has spent much of the last 
20 years preaching for congregations in 
California, Texas and Kentucky. Most re
cently he served as the pulpit mini ster 
for the Conejo Valley Church in Thou
sand Oaks, Calif. He also has experience 
as a family counselo r and a management 
consu ltant for non-profit organizations. 
The new ly-selected pres ident, a member 
of the U.S. Naval Reserve, is a l ieutenant 
commander in naval intelligence. 

As dean of student affairs at Pepper
dine, Armour was responsible for all 
facets of student life. He also taught re
ligion and history courses and conduct-

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through thei r love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibi lity. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, reti rement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE ed graduate seminars in church history, 
ministry and Christian missions. 

A rmour directed Pepperdine's Bible 
Lectureships and served as director of 
church services. 

When you send In a list ot new subscrlp· 
lions t o the F irm Foundation, please be 
'u r e e ach has the proper Zip Code number 
a.tter tho city and state. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

jot' P1·eachers, T eache1·s, Personal Wot'ke1·s, 
Elders and Deac01zs 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOU"J:HWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

A NEW BOOK 

BALES' POSITION EXPLAINED AND DENIED 
by Jerry Moffitt 

On Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

176 pages, $4.95; add 75¢., postage & handling 

ORDER FROM: 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78745 

Ma i~ Brecheen/Faulkner 
rr~~" In 

Enrichment 
Seminar 

Person 

1983 SCHEDULE 
JANUARY 28-29 Fayetteville, NC (919) 488·3975 Helen Street church of Christ, 1312 Stansfield 

Drive, 28303 
FEBRUARY 11-12 Portland, OR <503) 235·2681 Central church of Christ, 5231 S.E. Stark Street, 

97215 
MARCH 4-5 Donelson, TN (615) 883·6666 Donelson church of Christ, 2706 Old Lebanon Road, 

37214 
MARCH 25-26 Dearborn Heights, Ml (313) 278·8120 or 563-1027 Church of Christ at Parkside, 

17200 West Outer Drive, 48127 
APRIL 15-16 Odessa, TX (915) 332·0926 Church of Christ, Sixth & Jackson, P.O. Box 3307, 

79760 
APRIL 25-26 Fort Worth, TX (817) 281·0773 Richland Hills church of Christ, 6720 N.E. Loop 

820, 76118 
MAY 6-7 Atlanta, GA (404) 394·3377 Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Highway, 

N.E. 30328 
MAY 13-14 Apple Valley, MN (612) 432-2734 or 432·2735 South Twin·Cities church of Christ, 

169 Country Road 42, 55124 
JUNE 10-11 West Palm Beach, FL (305) 848-1111 Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
For further information 

CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THAT 
FINE YOUNG PREACHERl 
(Continued from page 8) 

Have we considered that perhaps the 
preacher would like to be considered 
in the same light as any ,other profes
sional with equal training? Own his own 
house, have his experience and exper
tise count for something when it comes 
11Salary time," and even get to enjoy the 
task that he has chosen for himself. 

And that might bring up the preach
er's family. Have we considered from 
the preacher's wife perspective what it 
means to know she must be a faultless 
mother, dress impeccably, and be the 
chief "doer" in the congregation, not to 
mention raise perfect, faultless kids. 

And what about the pks (preacher's 
kids) is it really realistic to ask them to 
be perfect when your children aren't? Is 
it fair to ask them not to have the same 
curiosity and make the same mistakes 
that your children make? 

Our brotherhood as a whole might 
also look at the terminology and the 
courteousness with which preachers are 
routinely treated. If we treated those 
we hire in a $ecular company like we 
often treat preacher's of the Word, what 
would the reputation of our company 
be in the business community? Is there 
a distinct lack of appreciation in our 
relationship with one another? Could it 
be that when differences arise that we 
do not uses common courtesy, much 
less Christian love- in our dealings to
gether? Does jealously of talent, or edu
cation, or ability ever cause leaders to 
treat preachers in a way that is unhealthy 
for the good of the congregation? To be 
honest, we all know that these thing do 
take place. 

Now I know that all of these situa
tions don't exist in every congregation, 
but honestly now, could some of them 
be among us right now? To be_honest it 
seems dishonest to me for anyone to 
assume that we can loose as many good 
men from the pulpit, and (at least some 
of the time) it not be the brethren's 
fault. Now you may be reading this and 
feel that it is prejudicted in favor of 
the preacher, well in light of all the 
"preacher needs to straighten up" arti
cles that one sees, don't you think its 
about time somebody was? 
421 Maxwell Ave., Ardmore, OK. 73401 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901·683-1678 

Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop· 
in the Firm Foundation may be hacf for $12.00 les nCic accepted. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive trainill!g program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast l 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the CaJpital District of New York- For furtther 
information-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: ( 518) 899-2184 or ( 518) 371-6611 

CHURCHES or CHRIST 
NATIONWIDE ancl NATIONWIDE 

Christian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance Ill 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack B. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
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DEVELOPING SPIRITUALITY 
IN THE HOME 

(Continued from page 9) 
of the hope of eternal I ife. We can 
shove as much Christianity down our 
children's throats as we want to, but 
unless they see Christianity in us, they 
will not accept it. 

Go Visiting Together 
Oh, how the eyes of the shut-ins 

light up when I walk through the door. 
There are people who are thrilled to 
death when someone calls on them for 
no other purpose than to visit. The 
Christians who are new in the commu
nity feel that the local family of Chris
tians really care because of a visit from 
one of the members. just plain visiting 
brings joy into the lives of some. Think 
of what visiting will do to the spirituality 
in your home if you can share these 
beautiful experiences with your wife or 
husband. 

Bad Company (Television) 
Corrupts Good Morals 

I have taken the title of this section 
from I Cor. 15:33 where Paul tells us 
that if we are constantly in touch with 
an evil influence then our values will 
surely be destroyed. Think for a moment 
of your family's greatest companion,, the 
television set. For the average Amencan 
household, the T.V. is on 44 hours a 
week. By the time a young man or wom
an has reached age 18, it is said that 
he or she has watched over 22,000 hours 

of television, while during those same 
years they have spent less than 3800 
hours in worship to God. The Detroit 
Free Press once offered $500 if a family 

. would turn off their T.V. for an entire 
month. Ninety-three out of the 120 
families contacted turned down the of
fer flat. I once asked a five year old how 
she spelled her name and she said 
-"R-o-1-a-i-d-s." I am one who is not 
completely against watching T.V. It has 
some good and wholesome entertain
ment as well as educational programs. 
But I am extremely concerned about not 
only the disgusting shows on T.V. but 
the amount of hours we spend glued 
to the set. If there is any one thing in 
our families today that is interfering with 
our spiritual growth, it is the T.V. As a 
family we need to find a time when we 
can watch it together. We also need the 
strength to turn it off when ·an immoral 
or violent show is on. We don't need to 
throw away our T.V. sets, but we don't 
need to throw away the spirituality of 
our families, either. 

319 E. Blue Starr Dr., Claremore, OK 
74017 

~---.-----------.--·--------.--! 
{ PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 

I 
Write or call for free estimate. ~ 
BREM'S WOODWORK$, INC. r 

JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l 
E Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ' ................. ~~.,.. ........ ~ ..... ~ ...... ....,....,......,......,. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrector--8'128 84th Street 
IJubbock, TX '19410 

1·806-'19S-6191 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubUshing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

want to get out of debt? 

12 [800] 

Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

5/.e,. !Zel ~6 .Aoolol rt/Du 
CN'e ofiec,.t~l?e ln fPteacheto 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Tx 79401 
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DAVID ALLEN 

A great soldier and servant of the 
King went home on Sept. 9, 1982. David 
Allan, in his over 60 years of preaching, 
has served churches in some 14 states, 
done mission work in Canada, England 
and his native Scotland. Brother Allan 
was an effective preacher on radio and 
TV in M ichigan, Texas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, Colorado and Cal iforn ia. Pre
ceded in death by his wife, Alice, a 
yea r ago, for over 54 years they together 
touched the lives of thousands w ith the 
gospel of Christ. 

They are survived by two sons: Gilbert, 
who ministers for the church in Upland, 
Calif., and Bi ll, who ministers fo r the 
church in Wich ita, Ks; also four grand
children. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
olrl address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Spec ial Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group li fe at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

THE ELDERSHIP (2)-RELATIONSHIPS 
(Continued from page 7) 

ers in a matter of j udgment fall ing w ithin 
their purview. Then he (the member) is in 
vio lation of Heb. 13:17. Vio lation of 
Scripture is sin . Sinners are to be rebuked 
by the church (luke 17:3, Matt. 18:1 5-17) 
and restored to repentance. If the sinner 
w ill not repent, he is to be cleansed 
from the church as an unholy leaven (1 
Cor. 5). Is this procedure an 'exercise of 
auth ority' on the part of the elders? No, 
it is the Christian response to the com
mands of Christ. The whole church is to 
be invo lved in rebuking th e sinner. It is 
one thing (which many people apparent
ly find it very easy to do) to rebel against 
the elders. It is an entirely different thing 
to rebe l aga inst the entire weight of the 
church! 

Suppose the elders do not function 
scriptually, or stray from their assigned 
domains. Then the church has a problem. 
In 1 Tim. 5:20, Paul commanded that 
elders who sin be rebuked. Presumably, 
the same discipl ine of the church to 
which other members are subject is ap
plicable to elders. These si tuations were 
very messy and traumatic and continued 
great ri sks of church division. That is why 
we should pay part icular atten tion to 
quali fications. The next article wi ll dis
cuss quali ficat ions. 
5242 Laguna, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-5 31-5 227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252~9103 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
florence, Alabama 35630 
1·800-982-4807 or 
(205) 766-6610 

0 1 Year-$10.00 For Less Than 
$1.00 Per Month~ 

2 Years-$19.00 

3 Years-$28.00 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 

Please send me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Bo~ 

City/ State/Zip 

Sig nature 
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WHITE NEEDS SUPPORT TO MAKE 
PANAMA CHURCH SElf-SUPPORTING 

Cline R. Paden 

Alfredo White, veteran Panamanian 
worker, is in the United States seeking 
support for the next two years, during 
which time he hopes to have brought 
the church in Cristobal to self-supportin g 
status. White has preached for the 
church in Cristobal for the past seven 
years. The Westport Road church in 
Louisvi lle, Kentucky has had overs ight 
of his work. 

White was a member of the first class 
to study at Sunset School of Preaching 
in Lubbock. Following graduation from 
SSOP, he took his new bride to Panama, 
where he taught in the School of Preach
ing in Panama City. Walter Leonard, 
Alfredo's half-brother is director of that 
school. White speaks both English and 
Spanish. 

Alfredo was born in Colon, Panama 
August 18, 1930, and wants to see the 
church well established in his homeland. 
He believes two years from now the 
congregation in Cristobal w ill be able 
to assume responsibility for its own 
work. 

If the needed support is not obtained 
soon, V 'hite wi ll accept an assignment 
with a Statewide congregation looking 
for a dynamic minister. White has four 
daughters an d a son, and can be sup
por~~n for $800 per month. Contact him 
at 1810 East Amherst, Lubbock, Texas 
79403; telephone (806) 747-7407. For 
references, contact Elders, Westport 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442·8935 
(OUTSIDE TEXAS 1·800·527 

OR WRITE 

~~ 
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Road church of Christ, 4500 Westport 
Road, Louisville, Kentucky. 

pel meeting in October. The meeting 
was an encouragement to this small 
congregation of U.S. military personnel 
and we rejoiced to see seven public re
sponses to the invitation of Christ. Three 
of these were baptisms wh ich resulted in 
uniting two families in the Lord. 

Ken Samuel, Jeffersonville, Indiana: 
My wife and I received an invitation 
from the · Hahn Church of Christ in 
Wahlenau, Germany to preach in a gos-

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, K~ene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

(214) 526-7715 or write: 
.,reston Road School of Preaching 

6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

20t,ANNIVERSARY 
SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 12 
Be our guest! ~ Help us celebrate! 

A Commtmicy Enrichment Program. 

9:00 A.M. Bible Classes for all ages. 
10:00 A.M. Worship- Special Anniversary Presentation 

by the elders of the Waterview Church of Christ 
5:00 P.M. OPEN HOUSE (Refreshments) 

6:00 P.M. MUSICAL PRESENTATION - " His Singers" 
of Abilene Christian University. 

6:34 P.M. SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER - Bill Teague, 
President of Abilene Christian University. 

WATERVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1409 N. Waterview Drive 
Richardson, Texas 75080 

2141231·8144 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertiaine in this section $1.50 per line. Desiped especially to accommodate c:ona-reeationa 

Advertising meeting places, preachers seeldng work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEf 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589·2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL 'STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evang~lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AltEA. 20f-635-·6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
r.Jenn Randolph, BOx 314. Ancliorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA.Y AREA SCROOJ;, OF PREACHING 
11300 DnbliD Road 

Pleasanton. California. 94566 
__ James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP. ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
RAWAn. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Cliurr.li of C&rlst, 4'847 Hauaala Ra., KApaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
CENTkXL' CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streets 
Sundll)' worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00 P.M. 
Ministers: Le~ Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paul Harper, 473-8228. 
------~M~ET=R=o~-~DENVER AREA 

Enrde\vood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visit.ars Welcome. Write about 
n.ewcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHUROR OF CRlliST 

466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
C'are staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
rita. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

VISITING MEXICO CITYl 
Worship with the English-speaking congregation at 
9:15 A.M. Call 575-2297 (G. M. KEMPER) for info or 
transportation. Or 531-8745 (Edgar Judy). Spanish
language services at 10:30 A.M. Call 691-3363 (Israel 
Flores). 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90Q04 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 1\M 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10°F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-10°F and +250°F. No batteries needed for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893-5852. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgzm A. ve .. 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-Mart. Otllee 47'1'• 
a'1l. Bobb7 Wade. Mba. 4T6-40G8. 

VlJlUA, .ARIZ •• 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

New Commentary on the book of Revelation by Earl 
A. Miller. Cloth bound; 461 pages. The best ever 
written on the subject. Order from Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. Price $15.00 plus 
$1.25 postage. Texas residents add 5% tax. 
Abilene Christian University seeks a Chairman for the 
History Department. Energetic and constructive lead
ership qualities are required. Ph.D. and broad teach
!ng, research and publication exr.erience (preferably 
m American History) are essentia . Position available 
Fall, 1983. Send vita to Professor John L. Robinson, 
~~~;~ Department, Box 8210, Sta. ACU, Abilene, TX 

JOY BUSSES FOR SALE: 1960 International 22 pas
senger; 1960 Chevy 66 passenger; 1965 GMC 40 
passenger. Call 1-509-882-2558 (days 8:00 to 5:00) or 
write to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 17, Grandview, 
Washington 98930. 

OPEN POSITION 
Minister needed. Church of Christ, logan, Utah. Small 
congregation with outstanding growth potential. New 
building. Those interested in out-reach to local uni
versity community (Utah Stale University) are especial
ly encouraged to apply. logan is the commercial center 
of scenic northern Utah and southeastern Idaho. Im
mediate availability. Send resume to P.O. Box 164, 
logan, UT 84321. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives in friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
Urgently needed. A mature gospel preacher with 
partial support for a mountain community of 5,000. 
Congregation has few leaders but good potential. 
Serves an area with only one other congregation in 75 
mile radius. For more information contact: leonard 
~~t~59~1~16-283-1708, or write P. 0. Box 313, Quincy, 

New Congregation in Bridgeton, N.J. City of 20,000 
only 2 months old and we have already out grown 
the living room of the preacher's home which is 12 
foot. by 24 foot, average attendance 17 to 23. We need 
a larger place to meet in. Will you helpl Send con
tribution to ·central Church of Christ, P.O. Box 613, 
Bridgeton, N.J. 08302. Phone (609) 451-8987, Charles 
Durr, Minister, 327 S. Spruce St. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations in large northeast population area or a 
congregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
in same area that is in need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 76179. 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, SpeedY service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 01' 
call (916) 885-5776. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or write, 
Larry Milligan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 
Washington, D.C. area-10 minutes from 
our nation's ca.pltal, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria. VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 838-3083 or 9'11-4147. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
"Escondido, Southern California. 1.3 acres near lake, 
city view, avocado orchard. Good investment for home 
site in exclusive area. Close to future church building 
and surrounding property Is owned by Christians. 
Considerably under appraised value. $62,500.00 with 
$25,000.00 down. Call 619/745·6953 or write Tom 
Bankhead, 1835 Sunnyslope Terrace, Escondido, CA 
92027." 

PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A-B Dick Electrically operated offset duplicating 
machine Model 320 (Retail value $4,000). A-B Dick 
manually operated mimograph, Model 1525 (retail 
$250), A-B Dick Electrically operated paper products 
folding machine, Model 58 (retail $400), A-B Dick 
Illuminated Mimeo·scope, Model P.M.9, (retail $100), 
Hyes lettergraph, manually operated spirit duplicator 
(retail $300), Model 82. All supplies for $500. South
side Church of Christ, 1318 S. Congress, Austin, Tx 
78704 (ph. 444·4386). 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm FoundatloD 
trlee to screeta advertlalng, BDd will not 
knowingly take questionable advertl•lnli'• 
Bot tt .. the reader'• re.rponalbiUtJ" to ID• 
vestlgate. Like any othef' paper, we aome
tlmes unwlttlnglJ" run BD unworthJ" ad. 
AJI the old aDTing a-oes, before 1'0U lnveat. 
lnvesUa-atel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 

~iib~ 
205-766~610 

...... .. \ h .. _. 

POR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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WOULD YOU RISK LOSING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 

You Already Have. 

This is certainly the most important book l have read in a long, 
long time . . .. I cannot recommend this book too highly. " 

FRAN CIS A. SCHAFFER 

A sobering look at how the United States has strayed from its Judea
Christian Foundation. Grim proof that our judicial system is threat
ening the religious liberties our founding fathers intended to pre
serve. 

NOW IS 11IE TI.ME TO TAKE ACTION 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION $10.95 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. Box 610,Austin, lm:as 78767 
ADD 15% POSTAGE & HANDLING, TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

HIS IMAGE 
Singers 

The F:inest in Non-Instrumental Religious Music 
IN THE IMAGE OF GOD (A Capella) He Bore It All, Don't Sca tter the Sheep, I'll Fly 
Away, Only A Shadow Between I, Beautiful Prayer, The Glory-Lord Way, Did you 
Repent, Fully Repent, The Love of God, My God and I, Home Of The Soul, He is My 
Everything, My God is Real, Just A Little Talk With Jesus, God Bless You, Go With God. 
SING ME A SONG ABOUT JESUS (A Capella) All Things Bright and Beautiful, Sing 
And Be Happy, Flee As A Bird, The Lord Has Been Mindful of Me, Beautiful Gleanings 
Bring, Lovest Thou Me More Than These, The Solemn Feast, I'm Building A Bridge 
Jesus is Coming Soon, Wonderful Grace of Jesus, If We Never Meet Again, If That 
Isn't Love, Give the World A Smile. Take My Hand, Precious Lord. 

Name ____ _____________________ _ 

Street or Box - ---------------------- -

City, State, Zip--------- ----- - - - ------

NEW Record S-Track Cassette Unit Price Price 

In The Image of God $7.00 
Sing Me A Song About Jesus $7.00 

l:.eft to right: Top--Deryl House-Tenor, 
Judy Stewart-Alto, Tommy Stewart-Bass
Director, Terry Dutton-Sop., Morris 
Webb-Tenor, Melody Jennings-Alto, 
Debbie Combest-Alto; Bottom-Larry 
Stewart-Bass, Mary Tucker-sop. 

Still Avai lable 

Sing To Me of Heaven 

Victory in Jesus 

Go With God 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 
All worship at Central Church of Christ, 
Tulia, Texas. 

Box 205, TULIA, TEXAS 79088 
Phone (806) 995-4334 or 995-2561 
(No collect calls please) 
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Payment required prior to delivery. TOTA...._ _ _ _ _ 
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SUNSET DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES began a year 
ago with two families studying in the two year curriculum. 
Sister Mary Sue Eiland of Corsicana, Texas recently presented 
a Ford van to AI Henderson, chairman. Three campaigns 
yearly are conducted to Oriental populaces in Vancouver, 
Canada (80,000 Chinese); Los Angeles, Ca.; San Francisco, 
Ca. (110,000); New York (120,000) and rToronto, Canada 
(80,000). For more information write: Sunset Dept. of Chinese 
Studies, 3723 34th St., Lubbock, TX 79410. 
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It Was a Good Year 

We have never in our life been more optimistic about 
the church. The past year has been a good year and 
many are the signs that things are taking a turn for the 
better. Able leaders have demonstrated what the church 
can do in such things as the Polish Relief effort, the 
World Christian Broadcasting Station, World Bible 
school which will account for about 60,000 baptisms this 
year, ~nd other such works. It was a year in whi~h it 
seems that everyone got tired of strafe and dec1ded 
that if we are to impact the world, or go to heaven 
either, we will "have to do it together. We will never do 
it separately. 

In all the splinters of the Restoration movement there 
seemed to dawn a day of reconciliation and tolerance. 
From all quarters comes a more brotherly spirit. It isn't 
popular any more to see whom you can dra~ a line 
against. We haven't heard the narrow sectanan term 
11the only loyal church" so much lately. . . 

The year has witnessed the birth of a more uemc 
spirit. We are beginning to see that there is a greater de
gree of tolerance than we once ~an.ifest~d. T~ere has 
never been much difference of fa1th m the ent1re mov
ment. All the splinters have believed basically the same 
thing. But matters of opinion that were viewed as. mat
ters of faith separated us. There would be no splmters 
if that were not true. We have made some real progress 
in recognizing that our differences were for the most 
part differences of opinion. Our quarrels have been 
about methods-methods of teaching, of communica
tion, of benevolence, of evangelism-you name it. We 
be brethren whether we like it or not. We must account 
each other as brothers and treat each other as brothers. 

We are beginning to learn that if one wishes to do 
something one way and another wishes to do it another 
way, one has as much right to his method a~ ~he other. 
We seem to be coming full circle to the pos1t1on of the 
early pion,eers who felt they had no right to bind on 
others the scriptures any further than others understood 
the scriptures to teach. 

And so, wounds in the body healed considerably in 
the past year. While a few vowed a division was coming 
over this issue or that, most were tired of it and anxious 
to do whatever they could to reduce tensions. A spirit 
of toleration has replaced the spirit of viscious vin
dictiveness. 

There is more hope than hopelessness now. There 
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are more faithful and less unfaithful in the brotherhood. 
There is a greater degree of dedication and less profli
gacy. More brethren are interested in unity than are 
interested in division. Those who are incompetent to 
incite us to unity are being discredited, and brothers 
with differing personal opinions are seeing the need for 
locking arms together. Unity is going to win and this is 
why: A united church is our only claim to apostolic 
authenticity. It is an encouraging sign that we are be
coming ashamed of our sectarian spirit. 

Our world vision is improving. We have spent our 
history in working as a sort of fifth column among de
nominationalism, while we left four fifths of the entire 
materialistic world untouched and unapproached. We 
have never before developed a world view. The works 
mentioned in the first paragraph on this page are an 
indication that our world view is improving. 

Too much of our past has been an exercise in doing 
nothing. We looked like we were busy but were getting 
nowhere. And the researchers said we would become 
extinct ·early in the 21st century. That shook us. It be
came apparent that we are so small, not because we are 
so faithful, but because we are so unfaithful. 1982 saw 
a definite turn-around in personal commitment. We saw 
a definite turn to the pattern of church growth as re
vealed in the Bible, in which every member of the body 
bore his fair share of evangelization, rather than, as Carl 
Mitchell put it at the recent Pan American Lectureship, 
11depending upon undertaker preachers who make dead 
churches seem alive." It was a good year. 

A number of instances of real congregational co
operation and sharing that are truly outstanding marked 
the past year. The willingness of large groups to unite 
and back each other in Kingdom work was heartening. 
The world will know that we are his disciples only as 
we continue to show love and concern of each other. 

We haye made progress in many areas. Elders have 
a better understanding of their office and authority. 
Teachers· have re-appraised their responsibilities. 
Preachers have searched their souls for the meaning of 
ministry. Congregations are redefining their identity. We 
are better able to tell the community who we are and 
what we are. It was a year when we came to know 
ourselves better. 

Fmltl FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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Delight in the Law of the Lord 
"Blessed is the man ••• 
[whose] delight is in the law of the 
Lord ... " 

Psalms 1:1, 2 
That is an odd way to put it, isn't it? 

11delight in the law" Those two words 
don't usually go together in our think
ing. All too often people ignore the law, 
try to get around it, or attempt to live 
without it. We would never expect a 
person to say, "I really enjoy thinking 
about the laws of the state of California! 
These laws are so great that there is 
nothing I woulc;f rather do than think 
about them." We would suspect that 
anyone who said that was putting us on. 

But the Bible does put 'delight' and 
'law' side by side. More than that, 
Scripture says that the person who de
lights in the law of the Lord is blessed. 
The person who allows God's law to 
become a part of himself through medi
tation will find a happy, productive life. 

"He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water, 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers." 
Psalms 1:3 
Thus does the Bible bring law and 

delight together. Perhaps one of the 
weatest challenges believers face today 
as to say to modern American culture 
"Yes! God's law IS delightful!" We Jive 
in the middle of a society where people 
laugh their heads off one minute and 
take their lives the next. It is a mad 
search for delight. But all roads are dead
ends unless they bring people to God 
and his law in the biblical understanding 
of that term. 

Begin with the fact that every one of 
us experiences the delight OF God's 
natural law. It is not that we turn life 
into a legal copybook exercise. We do 
not go around jotting down law code 
chapter, section and page numbers. It is 
that God's natural law is a ·normal, ex
pected and accepted part of I ife. 
. \Yhether a person is. water skiing, 

hattmg a homerun, learnmg to drive a 
car, or taking clear pictures with his 
camera he is involved with God's natural 
law. Those are delightful experiences. 
They are possible because we live in a 
world where God's natural laws apply. 
If God's law was removed the possibilitf. 
of delight would vanish in an instant. 1 , 
for example, water allowed a boat to 
float one day but would not hold it up 
the next the enjoyment of water skiing 
would be imrossible. 

Usually, o course, we are not spe
cifically aware of God's laws and their 
operation in nature. But we depend on 
them, demand that they apply, and de
light in the results. Every sunrise, sunset 
snow fall, spring time-all of life find~ 
G~d's natural laws and delight in living 
gomg together. 

The second step is to recognize that 
an even deeper delight is available 
through God's spiritual and moral laws. 
\t is at this point where many people 
get off the track. In regard to moral law 
they picture God as a spoil-sport. "The 
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Bible," they charge, "is filled with 'Don't 
do this, Don't do that, Go to church That 
kind of fun is off limits ... '" ' 

It should be most obvious, that the 
~od who_ created the monkeys and apes 
~s any thmg but a spoil-sport. God was 
m a good humor when he created his 
world and made his laws for it. He is in 
the same good humor as he operates his 
laws today. Preachers, it is true, may not 
always be in a good humor when they 
speak of God's law. But, thankfully, that 
does not change God's nature or his 
laws. 

Snow turned pink at sunrise sings that 
God loves to give delight for life in his 
world. It is a basic Christian conviction 
that God's intention in every moral and 
spiritual law is to delight those who 
dare to accept his laws and live with him 
in the power he gives. The person who 
"delights in the law of the Lord" will 
find that God uses his law to open the 
door ~o even more delight. 

Is at really true that life is delightful 
when people ignore God's law? Test this 
with five of the Ten Commandments 
-laws in the most unmistakable sense 
of the term. "Thou shalt not kill . . . 
commit adultery ... steal ... bear false 
witness ..• covet." Every one of those 
statements is negative. But consider-do 
those five commands close the door to 
meaningful life or do they open it? 

In a community where the residents 
do not delight in those commands of 
God what quality of life would you 
expect? In a town where people kill if 
they choose, commit adultery if they 
please, steal as they wish, lie at random 
and covet everything in sight-how 
much 'delight' will there be? Rather 
than a doorway to enjoyment that is the 
path straight to fear, suspicion, panic, 
isolation and broken lives. 

On the other hand, think of a com
munity where people accept even these 
five ancient laws from God and delight 
in them. Trust blossoms, fear vanishes, 
suspicion is gone, fellowship replaces 
isolation and hearts and lives are healed. 

What is true of those five words from 
God's gift to Israel is true of all his laws, 
whether moral, physical or spiritual. Be· 
cause God our Father wants the best for 
his children, wants us to delight in the 
life he gives, he has given us his delight
ful law. 

In the third place the First Psalm calls 
our attention to an active acceptance 
and exposure to God and his law. "And 
on his law he meditates day and night." 
It is as if we are called to soak our hearts 
and minds in the law of the Lord. We 
are to be dyed with the divine law. It is 
to become 'second nature' to us. 

This call to meditation is one of the 
central challenges to believers in 1982. 
How easy it is to expose our minds to 
everything but God and his law. The 
constant stream of worldly ideas sur
rounds us like a flood. We stand heart
deep in ungodly information and ideas. 

The flip of a switch, the tum of a dial, 
t~e rustle o! a page-all combine to 
davert our mmds from God and his law 
How easy it is to settle down with th~ 
wicked, the sinner and the scoffer. 
(Psalms 1 :1) The pace of life as well as 
its worldly emphasis adds to the diffi
culty of meditating even for a short time 
on the law of the Lord. 

The place to begin is with a definite 
commitment of five minutes a day to 
G_od's law. ~ive minutes in which every 
daal and sw1tch of TV, radio, and tape 
deck is turned to 'off.' The silence may 
frighten us but if we are brave we will 
find that there is a Voice that has more 
to say than any talk show host or anchor-· 
man. 

Five minutes-it seems too short. Why 
not jump r!ght in and begin with half 
an hour or more? For the same reason 
that a person who has not walked a 
block in three years doesn't begin a 
jogging program with five miles of run
ning on the first day. Thirty minutes of 
meditation is good but it can exhaust the 
flabby soul. Far better to begin with five 
minutes and the commitment to add a 
minute as the soul revives than to give 
up in exhaustion as a result of a frantic, 
overextended first week. 

Important as meditation is it is not 
an end in itself. The aim is not to pro
d!Jce individualistic, introverted Chris
!ians. The aim. is th~t those who delight 
m God's law m the1r hearts will openly 
express that delight. Fed by meditation 
on the Word the believer speaks his con
victions as delight issues in evangelism. 

One question remains: how can a 
Christian hold positive thoughts about 
the law of the lord? Is it not the law 
which rises up to condemn and frus
trate us? (see Romans 5:12-21; 7:1ff) 
How can we talk about 'delight in the 
law of the lord'? 

We can delight in the law because 
through Christ jesus "the righteous re
quirements of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to 
our sinful nature but according to the 
Spirit." (Romans 8:4). Even on this side 
of the cross we have to confess that "the 
mind of sinful man is death ... the mind 
of sinful man is hostile to God. It does 
not submit to God's law." (see Romans 
8:6, 7). 

But that is not the final word. Believ
ers are not bound up in battle with the 
flesh and the law. We can delight in the 
law of the lord because we "are con
trolled not by our sinful nature but by 
the Spirit." (Romans 8:9). We find Paul's 
word to the Roman believers coming 
true in our relationship with God and 
his law: "But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, yet your 
spirit is alive because of righteousness 
. .. just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life." (Romans 8:10; 
6:4). One basic mark of that new life 
is delight in the law of the lord. 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 
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DAVID OTIS KELLEY 

An individual who lives by Christian princip les will be an 
individual who is noticeably different from most others. The 
world can recognize a Christian by hi s outward character
istics. 

A mature Christian shou ld have a Christi an personality, 
the external manifestation of a Christian character. Whi le the 
terms are often used interchangeably, the word character has 
acquired a connotation of moral value relating to deep at
tributes of the inner man. Personality is the word generally 
used to suggest visible behavior, appearance, socially effec
tive attributes. It is made of ph ysique, temperament, and in
telligence. These are determined largely by herdity but all 
undergo a process of development from early childhood to 
the end of life. Personality changes as one grows, and is 
influenced by learning, environment, and by a varie ty of ex
periences, unifying the whole of life at maturity. It is the re
sponsibili ty of each person, of the home, and of the church to 
strive consciously to develop a ba lanced Christ ian personality. 

The eight traits of the Beati tudes constitute the essence of 
Christian personal ity. To be poor in spirit is to be humble, 
depending upon God and not upon sel f-accomp lishments. To 
exhibit mourning is to show the trait of feeling-that of one 
who ca res. Also, the Christian shou ld mourn for sins and seek 
salvation thro ugh faith and obedience. 

The Christian should have the trait of meekness, the dis
position to be molded by the w ill of God and not by self-will. 
jesus gave the ultimate examp le by saying " not my will, but 
thine, be done." To hunger and thirst after righteousness is 
to show a strong desire for l iving by God's commandments. 
Jesus said on one occasion " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy sou l, and with all thy 
mind." 

To be mercifu l is to show the abi lity and wi l lingness to 
extend kindness and grace to others even though strict jus
tice would indicate otherwise. We are saved by God's grace. 
He is the Father of mercies. Pau l sa id that Christians are to 
put on a heart of compassion. Forgiveness, even of enemies, 
is a trait of the Christian personality. A true Christian is one 
who has eliminated all ~vii thoughts, impure desires, and all 
that defiles, show ing a clean, sincere, trusting attitude toward 
others. He sees the best in others and tries to help others to 
realize their best potential. He is pure in heart. 

A Christian is a peacemaker. We are admonished to follow 
after things which make for peace and th ings whereby we 
may edify one another. We should str ive to be at peace w ith 
God, with other men, and w i th ourselves. 

A Chrislian endures persecution for righteousness sake. We 
are not lo create the conditions which bri ng on persecution 
but if, in the sincere effort to preach Christ and to live by his 
teachings the persecutions come, then we should be able to 
suffer pat iently and rejoice that we can do it for Christ's sake. 

There are many other persona lity traits which should be 
cultiva ted by Christ ians. Paul wrote that the fruits of the 
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spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith
fulness, gentleness, and self-con trol. Peter says to add good
ness, knowledge, sel f-control, perseverance, god l iness, broth
erly kindness, and love. These are trai ts of a Christian 
personality. 

The development of Christian personal ity is a prominent 
doctrine through all of the New Testament. It is a function 
of the church to ed ify or develop the individual toward Chris
tian maturity. We are to "go on to perfection." In the con
gregational program of Bible study and in children's and 
youth activities we furth er the development of personality. 
The Christ ian personality is progressively integrated from 
early childhood by a wholesome religious atmosphere of 
prayer, church attendance, Bible study, Christian fellowship, 
and other aspects of a program of religious nurture. 

Psychologists speak of an integrated personality as that 
when al l of the emotional attitudes are harmonious and mu
tually helpful, permitting al l of one's natural energy to be 
directed toward a dominant pu rpose in li fe. This dominant 
purpose must not be directed toward self but must be in the 
service of mankind. This is in harmony wi th Jesus' emphasis 
on love. Certaintly one of the most important decisions one 
must make in early years is the choice of a vocation as part 
of a complete philosophy of life. The vocation must be in 
line w ith natural abilities. Happy is the individual who knows 
where he is going and has developed healthy attitudes and 
emotions, having faith in his ability and in the value of his 
efforts. 

Th e crowning achievement of one's life is to be religiously 
mature in character and personality. As Paul said we wou ld 
attain the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 
and to " grow up in al l th ings into him, who is the head, even 
Christ." 

3417 Groman Court, N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
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ened bread for communion pur poses. E leven wafers in t he 
small carton and three of t hese cartons to t he large carton-all 
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To Tell or Not To Tell 
.JOHN P. SHERO, JR. 

It's rush hour and the Interstate is extra crowded. Every
one is racing along bumper to bumper. You are in the center 
lane and suddenly the highway forks before you. You have 
no place to stop and check a map. You must act and act now. 
The words ring in your ears, "Multitudes, multitudes in the 
valley of decision .... " 

Really now that's no problem. So you make a wrong turn, 
lose an hour and drive twenty-five miles out of your way. 
What of it? Everyday, leaders of the church are faced with the 
really tough decision of "To tell or not to tell." How do we 
handle the real problems in the church? The power struggles? 
The petty politics? The white collar sins? What do we owe to 
the brethren in the pew that staff our programs and support 
our projects? How much do the sheep have a right to know? 
Should the average member have any voice in the direction 
the local congregation takes? "To tell or not to tell?" How 
many elders and preachers are faced right now with this 
dilemma. Solomon states, "He that covereth a transgression 
seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very 
·friends." Yet at the same time Paul charges. "Them that sin 
rebuke before all, that others may also fear." Both have their 
time and place, b4t when do we do which? 

This is no shallow issue. None are totally exempt from 
exposure. Even the best of men can react in the wrong way 
at times. "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God." At times the problem may be a preacher. In another 
place it could be an elder. Influential members have been 
known to act in ways contrary to Christ. The issue may be 
caused by a vengeful man or woman. Since we are a body 
"whether one member suffer, all members with it. .. " We 
must be careful in dealing with people problems that while 
the operation is a success the patient does not die. "There 
should be no schism in the body ... " 

Consider this true life example. Recently a congregation 
was split. The eldership resigned. The two groups are now 
floundering. There is a community where the church has lost 
its influence for years to come. Why? The preacher had been 
caught having an affair. The elders in love tried to save him, 
his home and the church. The result in this case: he turned 
on them; destroyed the church and moved on to greener 
pastures. Should the elders have told? How many times is 
this repeated across our brotherhood? 

But then again, how many preachers have moved at the 
peak of their work because one or two elders feel threat
ened? These ministers quietly leave a stunned congregation 
and a community that held them in respect rather than 
destroy in one day what had taken years to achieve. We 

may spend more money each year on moving vans than 
missions. The next man will take at least a year just learning 
the territory. What a loss! Oh yes, apostles like John called 
the names of the Diotrephes of his day, and Paul recorded 
for all to read those things which the house of Chloe had 
said. Both of these men however, had the benefit of inspira
tion behind their action. Peter on the other hand ad
monished that, " ... love shall cover a multitude of sins." 
Each case questions "To tell or not to tell?" 

Recently a preacher stood before the congregation where 
he had served for years. It had grown in every way during his 
labors. He informed them that this would be his last sermon, 
he had been relieved and was given no explanation at all 
by the elders. He further stated he would be leaving the min
istry. As he raced toward his fork in the road, he decided the 
flock had a right to know. Later he questioned his action and 
certainly prays that the church will not suffer for his words. 

How can we measure what really hurts the church the 
most? In 30 years of preaching this writer ~as known many 
men that have left the pulpit. Most of them did not leave for 
more money or because they did not like their work. Many 
of them left because they could not stand to see their fami
lies given so little consideration. They had enlisted to fight 
Satan and found that too many of their battles were with 
brethren. Do brethren have a right to know the "rest of the 
story" as to why we have a preacher shortage? 

How can we measure the pain and suffering that is inflicted 
on a brotherhood when ungodly or unsound or merchandis
ing preachers are allowed to move from chu'rch to church 
with no action to mark them? Some have left a trail of 
destruction behind them for years. At times one congregation 
is so glad to unload an incompetent preacher that they will 
even furnish recommendations. When some do finally take 
action, quite often it is not done in love. 

We still have a world to conquer for Christ and we keep 
losing the battle of Ai. If only Joshua were here he could 
point out the Achens among us at all levels. We could get the 
sin out of the camp and go on to victory. Until Joshua comes 
along I'm still wondering should we "Tell or Not?" In t~e 
meantime I'll read James 1:5 again, "If any of you lack was
dom, let him ask God that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." 

I'd be interested in your response because I love the 
church too! I'd like to know what to tell these young men 
that ask and the elders that are searching for answers. 

Route #1, Box 263-A, Corsicana, Texas 75110 
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The Cross as the Crux of Christianity 
It has often been declared that the 

cross is the central doctrine of Christian
ity and many scriptures seem to verify 
this claim. Paul preached "Christ cruci
fied" (1 Cor. 1 :23). His original proc
lamation to the church. at Corinth was 
primarily "Jesus Christ· and him cruci
fied" (I Cor. 2:2). This was delivered "as 
of first importance" (I Cor. 15:3). Paul 
glorified in nothing "except th~ cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. 6:14). 

Frederic Platt declared: "Within seven 
years of his death-or probably consider
ably less-a 'doctrine of the cross' was 
freely and authoritatively preached in 
the Christian community; it held a pri
mary place in the apostolic preaching; it 
was declared to be the fulfillment of OT 
Scripture; it was set forth as the essence 
of the gospel, and was definitely referred 
to the teaching of jesus for its ultimate 
authority." In this brief study, two argu
ments for the importance of the cross 
will be offered: (1) its fulfillment of the 
Old Testament, and (2) its place in the 
intention of Jesus. 

Fulfillment of the Old Testament 
The death of Jesus is viewed in the 

New Testament as a fulfillment of the 
Old Testament prophecies and hopes. 
His death was part of what was written 
in "the law of Moses and the prophets 
and the psalms" (Lk. 24:44). Jesus "died 
for our sins in accordance with the scrip
tures" (I Cor. 15:3). It was necessary that 
the "scripture must be fulfilled" in jesus' 
death (Lk. 22:37). His death was a 
"must" of compulsion to complete the 
plan of God (lk. 24:7; Jn. 3:14). Though 
crucified at the hands of lawless men, 
his death was "according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God" (Acts 
2:23; d. 3:18; 4:27-28; Lk. 22:22). The 
death of Christ was a part of the eternal 
counsel of God, for Jesus as a sacrificial 
lamb was 111destined before the founda
tion of the world" (I Pet. 1 :20). 

This strong emphasis upon the death 
of jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testa
ment is significant since there was little 
if any preparation or expectation for a 
suffering Messiah. It is easy to see why· 
the disciples at first resisted the notion 
of the death of Jesus (Mk. 8:32-33). To 
the Jew a crucified Christ was a "stum
bling block," a skandalon (I Cor. 1 :23). 
The cross was a curse which cried out 
for explanation (Deut. 21 :22-23; Gal. 3: 
13-14). It is easy to see why the disciples 
were "foolish men, ·and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken." (lk. 24:25-26). 

After his resurrection the church 
quickly turned back to the Old Testa
ment to look for evidence of the cruci
fixion. Types were seen in events such 
as the bronze serpent .in the wilderness 
(Jn. 3:14-16). His death was viewed in 
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a thematic way as, for example, the 
death of a Passover lamb to initiate a 
new Exodus as the second Moses. Just 
as forgiveness in the Old Testament was 
related to covenant, it was the same with 
Jesus (Mt. 26:28). Furthermore, there is 
extensive quotation or allusion to Old 
Testament texts in connection with the 
death of Jesus. The gospels ~re replete 
with such influence in the Passion narra
tives. Important texts such as Pslam 22 
and Isaiah 53 have thoroughly saturated 
the New Testament accounts. Clearly 
the church taught that Jeslls' death was a 
fulfillment of the Old Testament hopes 
and scriptures. 

The Intention. of Jesus 
The early church undoubtedly saw 

the death of Jesus as fundamental for 
Christianity, but a more important ques
tion is, "Did jesus view his death in the 
same way?" Has the church rightly inter
preted the mind of Jesus or have they 
misrepresented him? A study of the New 
Testament reveals that the intention of 
Jesus was to die. He saw his vocation 
and ministry as, more than anything else, 
dying for mankind. 

At the baptism of Jesus the heavenly 
voice said, "Thou art my beloved Son; 
with thee I am well pleased" (Mk. 1 :11; 
Mt. 3:17; Lk. 3:22). This statement 
echoes a Messianic Psalm and a Suffer
ing Servant passage (Psa. 2:7; lsa. 42:1). 
Jesus' acceptance of baptism at the hands 
of John was his acceptance of the dual 
role of Messiah-Suffering Servant. Rather 
than attempting to be the powerful, con
quering hero of the popular mind, Jesus 
chose the hard role of a humble, obedi
ent, suffering Messiah. 

It is fairly unanimous among scholars 
that a fusion of these two roles was 
unknown before Jesus. john Wick Bow
man's thesis is that "Jesus and he alone 
was responsible for the fusion of the 
two prophetic concepts· noted~ and 
everything he ever said or did was moti
vated by his intention to fulfill the de
mands of the resultant Suffering Servant, 
Messiah of the Remnant concept" (The 
Intention of Jesus, p. 2). Though the Ser
vant passages in Isaiah were occasion
ally applied to the Messiah before jesus, 
according to Donald Juel "there is no in
dication that prior to Christianity the 
Messiah was expected to suffer after in
stallation or that his suffering was seen 
as vicarious and atoning in light of 
Isaiah 53" ("Southwestern journal of 
Theology," Spring 1979, pp. 7-8). Thus 
the intention of Jesus was revolutionary. 
To save your life, you must lose it. To be 
first, you must be last. The world reject
ed that notion then and largely still does 
today. 

Other events and sayings in the life of 
Jesus exhibit his intention to die. The 

temptation of Jesus was an immediate 
challenge to his approach to Messiah
ship. He was asked to abandon the hard 
road of suffering and follow an easy 
route to be king. Recalling the heavenly 
voice, Satan kept saying, "If you are the 
Son of God . . ." While the first vague 
allusion to his death from Jesus' lips 
might be Mk. 2:20, the key passage is 
Mk. 8:31: "And he began to teach them 
that the Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed." This often repeated 

- declaration serves as the structure for 
much of Mark's gospel (Mk. 9:31; 1fl: 
32-45). 

jesus entry into Jerusalem in a humble 
manner again foretold his type of Mes
siahship (Mk. 11 :1-10). At the last supper 
he foretells his death once again (Mt. 
26:27-28). After the suffering, he finally 
cries, "It is finished" (Jn·. 19:30). The 
"hour'' for which he had come into the 
world had finally come (Jn. 2:4; 7:6; 
12:23; 13:1; 17:1). As A. M. Hunter 
concluded, "Jesus saw his death not as a 
glorious after-thought which would 
move men's hearts by its splendour of 
self-sacrifice but as the very soul of his 
vocation-the thing God sent him into 
the world to do." 

The Christian Life 
Seeing the profound importance of 

the death of Jesus, what affect should it 
have upon the Christian? After that im
portant declaration of his coming death, 
Jesus immediately explained its impact: 
"If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me" (Mk. 8:34-3n. Peter said, 
"For to this you have been called, be
cause Christ also suffered for you, leav
ing you an example, that you should fol
low in his steps" (I Pet. 2:21). Christians 
are to carry in their "body the death of 
Jesus" (2 Cor. 4:1 0). His death gives us 
an example of humility- and obedience 
(Phil. 2:5-8), selflessness (Rom. 15:3), 
love (Jn. 10:11; 15:13), endurance (Heb. 
12:1-3), and suffering (Gal. 6:17). The 
very existence of the church (Acts 20:28), 
its worship (I Cor. 11 :23-34), and its 
ministry (2 Cor. 5:18) comes from the 
cross. 

Peter's theme is to "rejoice in so far 
as you share Christ's sufferings" (I Pet. 
4:13). Paul desired to "share his suffer
ings, becoming like him in his death" 
(Phil. 3:10, cf. Col. 1 :24). It is "the love 
of Christ (that) controls us, because we 
are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. And he died for 
all, that those who live might live no 
longer for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised (2 
Cor. 5:14-15). 
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The Eldership ( 3) 
to be the best of the church, especially ~UALIFICATIONS . . JACK G. SHEPPARD by outsiders. An elder with less than a 

The prev1ous two parts of th1s senes spotless reputation will be a severe im-
discussed the works of elders a~d the This points out a problem in the Y"ay pediment to the evangelical work of the 
relationships which shci>Uid pe~tam be- we view the lists in Timothy and T1tus. church. He won't do too well in the 
tween them an~ the con~reg~t1ons that we tend to view each item as hierarchi- church, either. This will be especially 
they serve. Th1s part Will d1scuss the cally identical, and all items in the co~- true in the area of teaching and disci
attributes required of men who would bined Jist as being necessary and S1;Jffl- pline where he will be vulnerable to the 
be elders. cient for the selection of elders. Cons1der cry, :'Physician, heal thyself!" Specific 

Let Them Be Tested a different approach. Both lists begin items in this category are: Respectable, 
I Tim. 3:1-7 deals with the a~point- with "above rerroach." Perhaps this is Not addicted to wine, No lover of mon

ment of elders. Verses 8-14 deal With the the fundamenta qualification for elders, ey Not fond of sordid gain, Good out
appointment of deacons. Regarding dea- to be above reproach, or blameless. In side reputation. One could add to this 
cons, verse 10 s~ys, "And let t~e~e als~ this light, the lists in the two lette!s list 'not addicted to gambling,' or any 
first be tested. The word 'also m th1s would be viewed as examples of ways m other 'not addicted to . . .' that one 
passage shows that potential elders are which elders are to be above reproach. might think of 
to be "tested" before being appointed. The Holy Spirit selected examples for 4 Teaching' skills. Elders are to be 
The purpose of this testing is to mini- Ephesus that would be particularly mean- tea~hers. However, teaching skills are 
mize the risk of appointing a bad elder. ingful at Ephesus. likewise, he selected among the most frequently neglected. I 

The consequences to the church of a examples for Crete that were particu- have seen cases in which a man is being 
bad elder are very serious. Elders have Jarly meaningful at Crete. If the Holy considered for the eldership and some
important work to do. If they are un- Spirit were to write a similar letter to one says "I've been here twenty years, 
qualified, either through not having the America in the Twentieth Century, he and l'v~ never heard him open his 
right skills or through not having the would choose examples particularly mouth. 1 don't think he's apt to teach." 
right spiritual development, the work meaningful to us. The examples written When that happens, someone usually 
will not get done. Or it will be done to us would no doubt be cosmetically scurries around and arranges for the 
improperly. Further, elders must main- different from those in either Timothy candidate to substitute in an adult class 
tain delicate interrersonal relationships or Titus. For example, the Arizona Lot- for a couple of Sundays. Then they say, 
with members o congregations they tery has been getting a lot of attention, "See? He's apt to teach." If he has not 
serve. If the elders do not have the right with many merchants having second been a teacher when he was not an eld
attitudes or personalities, the correct thoughts about participating in an activ- er will he teach when he is an elder? 
relationships will not be maintained, and ity that may take the food from children's je~emiah 20:9 says, "But if I say, 'I will 
the church will be disrupted. In such mouths. The Holy Spirit might want to not remember Him or speak any more 
situations, the work of Christ is ham- emphasize that an elder should not be in His name, then in my heart it becomes 
pered, and a chink is formed in our addicted to gambling, in the same way like a burning fire shut up in my bones; 
armor through which Satan can attack us. that he emphasized to Timothy and Titus And 1 am weary of holding it in, and I 

A· Perspective on Qualifications that an elder should not be addicted to cannot endure it." A teacher will teach; 
lists of what are typically called 'quali- wine. The fundamental qualification, ir- he cannot do otherwise. 

fications' of elders are contained in I reproachability, would remain the same. Teaching skills are also required for 
Tim. 3:1-7 and Ti. 1:6-9. An attempt to Categories of Attributes the job of protecting the church against 
match the two lists item-for-item, side- wolves. We need to consider just who 
by-side reveals an interestin'g point. Let us seek further insight by attempt- the wolves are, so we may calibrate the 
There are 16 items in Timothy's list and ing to categorize the items from the lists skillwlevel required of elders. Among a 
19 in Titus.' Only 10 items are included of I Tim. and Titus. Let us also consider variety of threats to the church, one 
in both lists, leaving 6 unique to Timo- some possible additions to the two lists: group stands out. These are referred to 
thy and 9 unique to Titus. Timothy has 1. Personality. Personality is the way a as false prophets, teachers who will 
requirements ~n reputat!oo (Respect- person interacts with other people. One scratch the ear, and even as wolve~ who 
able, Good outs1de reputation) not found person may be harsh, another kind and will arise from among the eldership. 
in Titus. Titus has requirements on spiri- generous, and a third may be selfish. A Think of the divisions of the church 
tual development (Holding fast the word, repellant personality will hamper a that have occurred in the last forty or 
Devout, just, Loving what is good) that man's ability to do the work of an elder. fifty years. The classical case has .involved 
are not present in Timothy. Titus also Conversely, his work will be greatly a preacher, perhaps brought m for a 
has additional information regarding the eased if his personality. !s .viewe~ as gospel meeting, who sets .out riding his 
family (Children are not to be dissi- warm and attractive. Specific Items listed hobby horse. Before anyone reacts, he 
pated, but are to be believers) beyond in Timothy and Titus that appear to fall has driven a wedge down the center of 
what is included in Timothy. into the category of personality are: the membership, perhaps down the cen-

We typically meld the lists from Ti~o- Temperate, Self-controlled, Pru~ent, ter of the eld~rship. Elders must be 
thy and Titus and. check a prospective Sensible, Hospitable, Not pugnac.lous, equipp,ed both m B1bl~ knowledge and 
elder against each 1tem. Is that what the Gentle, Uncontentious, Not self-willed, in ab111ty to reason w1th the church to 
Holy Spirit intended? Consider the situa- Not quick-tempered. . refute these false teachers. If th~ eld~rs 
tion in which the two letters were writ- 2. Spirituality. The spiritual ·person IS aren't equipped, the church 1s w1de 
ten. Within a year of each other, Timo- one who is concerned about the ~o~ks open to being dev~ured .. That. many eld
thy and Titus were left at Ephesus and of the Spirit and has conformed h•.s life erships aren't equ!pp~d 1s ev1dent from 
Crete respectively, with the jobs of see- to that of Christ. We must see the life of the numbers of d1V1S1ons that have ac
ing that elders were appoint~q in each Christ in the life of an elder. If we see c.urred acr~ss the brotherhood, and con-
place. To assist, the Holy Sp1nt caused some other life, he has not developed tmue to th1s day.. . 
letters of instruction to be sent to both spiritually, and will be hampered as an Timothy and T1tus list among teach
men. These letters differ. There is no elder. Specific items in the category of ing skills: Holding fast th~ wordb, 

1
Able 

indication that either man had the ben- spirituality are: Not a new convert, just, to exhort in sound doctn!le, A e to 
efit of the other's letter. Were the quali- Devout Lover of what is good. A large refute those who contradict, Able to 
fications in Ephesus different from those. numbe~ of additional }terns ~oul~ .be teach. . . 
in Crete? If the qualifications for elders added, including the list of Chnstlan s. Leadership skills: The pnmahry m

1 
1St-

differed between Ephesus and Crete, Graces' from 2 Pet. 1:5-7, for example. sion of the church IS savmg t e os · 
d 'ff · 3. Reputation. Elders, as the recog- (C • d age 10) might they not I er even more m nized leaders of the church, are assumed ontmue on P 

America 1900 years later? 
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The Invitation Son.g 
I have often wondered about the 

origin of the invitation song. It has found 
total acceptance w ithout challenge_ in 
the worship services of a group of Chris
tians notorious for challenging any prac
tice not clearly outlined within th e pages 
of the New Testament. I dearly appreci
ate the obvious motives for the invitation 
song, but I recogn ize in this practice a 
built- in danger. 

I used to preach in a small north
central Oklahoma town during my last 
two years at Okla. Christian College. 
Attendance was l ight (I have heard it 
still is) . On Sunday evenings we ranged 
from eleven to thirteen nea rly every 
week. At the end of each service we 
would sing all verses of an invitati on 
song. After a yea r and a half without see
ing one response on Sunday night, I did 
what other preachers might only fan
tasize doing. I suggested that due to 
our intimate acquaintance with one an
other and our small number that we 
could dispense w ith the invitat ion song. 
I felt we were close enough that we did 
not need something as artificial as the 
invitation song. 

DAVID BRASSFIELC 

After two or three weeks, a member 
said we were wrong for not singing an 
invitation song and demanded that we 
rei nstitute it. I happily relented, thinking 
that this one needed to respond and 
could only do so if everyone was stand
ing and singing. But, my more th an two 
years with that congregation passed w ith 
not one Sunday evening response to the 
invitation song. 

Since that time, I have often wondered 
why we sing invitation songs. Many have 
told me that the Sunday worship times 
of the New Testament church were for 
the Christians, not for the unbel ievers. 
Pau l set forth a hypothetical situation in 
I Cor. 14:23 of the possibility of un
believers com ing into the- assembly. This 
reinforced the idea that worship time 
was for th e believers and not a time for 
evangel ism. Elders have expressed to me 
the desire for my lessons to be directed 
more toward the members and less to
ward outsiders. May God bless them for 
forcing me to reflect on exactly what I 
am saying in my lessons. But, try as I 
might to address myself to the needs and 
problems of my brethren; I find mysel f 
coming back to those who are not disci-

The Single Compelling, Irreplaceable, and Unforgettable Goal 
of Preaching 

.. . is to inspire! 
First, to inspire people to come to 

Christ! 
Then, to grow in Christ! 
Some thin k the goal is to info rm (j ust 

the facts/give 'em the f ive steps). Some 
think the goal is to entertain (tell lots of 
stories/keep 'em happy). 

But the goal is to inspire! 
Inspiring people means we preachers 

mix information w ith entertainment and 
heave them at the goal of action. (Come 
to Christ/ grow in Christ.) That is what 
jesus did : He gave information (the facts 
of salvation) in an entertaining way (told 
stories/parables) to move the listeners 
to action. 

Elton Trueblood said it right: the best 
standing-in-the-foyer and shaking-the
brethren's-hand compliment is not: 

- "Sure enjoyed that, preacher." 
or 
-"Brother Smith, you gave me some-

thing to think about." 
But, 
-"Sure motiva ted me, preacher. " 
or 
-"Brother Smith, you've given me . 

something to do!" 
You heard the one about the old 

country preacher w ho, after preaching 
six straight Sundays on smoking, was 
asked, " Brother Smith, when are you 
going to stop preaching on smoking?" 

" I' ll stop preaching on smoking," he 
said, "when the brethren stop smoking." 

Obviously this is not a plea for end
less sermons on smoking (but w hen in 
the world are the Lord's peop le gonna' 
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stop filling their lungs with fi lth and 
their bellies with booze-which not on ly 
destroys them but disgraces the Lord's 
church?!). 

This is a reminder that the goal of 
preaching is to inspire people to action! 

Else, we're giving multiple sermons 
on multiple Sundays just to be stroked 
and paid. Ugh. 

Why in the world do we burst our 
brains in our studies-Mondays, Tues
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays-digging in Bibles, pray
ing on knees, and writing sermons, if it's 
just for the brethren to sleep in the pews 
and stay asleep in the marketplace? 

Preaching is power. And it's power 
that explodes in brethr.en'-s lives, igniting 
them to burn with the holiness of God 
in classroom, on oi l rig, or at Tupper
ware party. 

Preaching is urgent and compelling. 
It inspires brethren to repent, and in
sp ires those same brethren to personally 
challenge others to repent. 

If congregations have preachers w ho 
never inspire to action, get another 
preacher. If preachers preach to breth
ren w ho never put into action the urgent 
words of God, go preach to another 
congregation. If congregations and 
preachers are anchored with elders who 
are never moved to action, get new 
elders. 

Jesus did not come in to the world to 
"attend services." He came to "seek and 
save the lost" and gospel preaching in
spires brethren to do the same. 
1901 Penn St., N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 
871 10 

pies (and usually not present, either). 
Why? 

Every lesson I prepare has one thing 
in common: The Invitation Song. I con
clude each sermon with it. It is in the 
back of my mind from preparation 
th rough del ivery. It is the crescendo of 
the message I prepared. It is no wonder 
I have been guilty of speaking to the 
needs of those w ho were not there and 
leaving those present to go home with 
an emptiness in their souls. 

For years I was raised in a church so 
much like that small Oklahoma town in 
which I preached. The preacher com

(Continued on page 10) 

Why? RAY H AWK 

According to " The International Stan
dard Bible Encyclopaedia," IV, page 
2162, " 1 0 constituted a congregation in 
the synagogue." Th e Jews felt ten fami
lies could support one Rabbi and his 
fam ily. Recently, I hea rd the question 
asked, "Why can't 10 famil ies today 
support one preacher and h·is family"? 
If we have 2,000,000 members, we 
should have 200,000 fu lly supported 
evange lists. But, do we? Perhaps one 
reason we do not is because we have 
other things to spend our money on! 

In the first century the church did not 
have church property, expensive build
ings, utilities, family life centers, park
ing lots, and a host of other things to pay 
for. At least we do not read of such in 
the Bible. The church met in public 
places and from house to house. Property 
was not bought by the church, but was 
sold by the members and given to the 
church to help others. If a special co llec
tion was taken, it was not to build a one 
or two million dollar edifice, but to 
help the poor. 

Today, we have fewer fami lies in for
eign miss ion fie lds than a decade ago. 
We have less than 550 spread through
out th e world. No doubt more evange
lists work in Tennessee than outside the 
Un ited States! Why? 

Have you ever begged brethren for 
money to do mission work? Have you 
been turned down because thei r mission 
was 20 miles down the road? Have you 
listened to brethren define mission work 
as 75 miles south of Memphis but have 
no vision for the rest of the world? Have 
you been overseas and had your support 
dropped? Have you worked overseas and 
watched inflation eat away at your 
meager support and never receive a raise 
from your supporting churches? Have 
you heard brethren tell you how much 
you need to sacrifice and they don't 
even know how to spell the word? Have 
you pleaded, " Come over and help us" 
and watched your pleas go unheeded? 
Have you watched your issue on mission 
work get buried under the pile of present 
day issues that 20 years from now breth
ren will be ashamed of? Why? 

Sour grapes? No. This is just a small 
article, crying in the wi lderness of things 
asking, "Why?" Why? Why? ' 
1461 East Chester, Jackson, Tennessee 
38301 
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STAN CLANTON 

The Bible class can be a rewarding spiritual experience. 
The goal of the Bible class is to build up faith through a study 
of God's word. "let all things be done for edification" (1 
Corinthians 14:26). It should be a time when we gain knowl
edge of the word of God, when we are reminded of im
portant truths, when we are encouraged to do the will of 
God, and when we share love with our brethren. 

Unfortunately, these goals are not always met. Some
times classes turn into periods of wranglings and arguments 
over trivial matters, resulting in hurt feelings rather than 
godly edification which is in faith. What can we do to avoid 
this? 

So much of our attention is often focused on the teacher. 
We are well versed on his role in the Bible class situation. 
We know the importance of his attitude, his example, his 
preparation, his techniques. Though his part is extremely 
significant, for a class to be what it should be, there is also 
a big part that the class members contribute. This article will 
concentrate on suggestions for class members that make for 
an effective Bible class. 

Do your part to maintain ·a proper class atmosphere. The 
Bible class is not the time for disgruntled dispositions to get 
out of hand. An atmosphere of reverence, love, joy and 
optimism should pervade the class. The authoritative word of 
God is being opened. let love and truth be combined in a 
beautiful way. If an outsider is present, it should be evident 
to him that he sits in the midst of a people who love the 
truth and Jove one another. 

Don't feel obligated to express everything that's on your 
heart. Teachers usually covet class participation, and you will 
add to a class by contributing your thoughts. However, a 
person who unduly dominates a class can ruin it. "A fool 
vents all his feelings" (Proverbs 29:11, NKJV). You don't have 
to express your opinion about everything that is said. Dis
cretion is a good habit. 

Practice common courtesy. I've seen classes where the 
teacher often could not finish his thought because someone 
kept interrupting to make comments. The thoughts of others 
are appreciated and sought when they are offered at the right 
time. Give people a chance to explain their point. Raise your 
hand. Stay on the subject. If you must disagree, do so po
litely and respectfully. Seek to generate light, not heat on 
the subject. 

Deal with your doubts elsewhere. While we should en
courage honest questions, the Bible class is not a good place 
to gush private doubts. If you have doubts, by all means come 
to terms with them. Bi.Jt it would be better to talk to your 
teacher or church leaders in a private setting. Don't spread 
your discouragement. 

Be mindful of outsiders. There may be a person with a 
denominational background in the class. We should always 
speak respectfully of our religious neighbors. Also, remember 
again that some issues and questions should be dealt with in 
a private situation. Don't be a nit-picker who questions and 
casts doubt on everything that is said. Do we want to give 
outsiders the impression that truth is unknowable? 

Don't use the class as a time to air your differences with 
church leaders. The Bible class is not a time to castigate the 
church or its leaders for their weaknesses. It's not the time 
to dwell on the mistaken judgments of men who are seeking 
to give direction to God's people. 

Be respectful toward your teacher. In most cases, your 
teacher is not there to make a name for himself; he is sin
cerely seeking to serve Christ and the church. It is out of 
order to try to shoot him down, bring to light his ignorance, 
or make him uncomfortable. The Jews were always trying to 
discredit jesus publicly by putting him on the spot, giving 
him tough questions, or trapping him in his speech. This 
should not be our attitude in Bible class. Support your 
teacher when he's trying to do a good job. let him be human. 
When Apollos was honestly mistaken, Aquila and Priscilla 
didn't seek to embarrass him publicly, but took him aside 
and explained to him the way of God more accurately 
(Acts 18:26). 

Let truth reign. The Bible class should be a setting where 
people are engaged in the noble search for the will of God. 
Such was the attitude of the noble-minded Bereans (Acts 
17:11). Truth should not fear scrutiny. We should be open 
minded when our opinions and previous ideas are chal
lenged. The spirit of restoration is the spirit of seeking truth. 

The Bible class can be profitable for everyone if we are 
guided by Biblical principles. Christians can leave strength
ened in the faith, and outsiders can become convicted, re
porting that God is truly among you (1 Corinthians 14:25). 

Northeast Church of Christ, 15537 East Nine Mile Road, East 
Detroit, Michigan 48021 
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THE ELDERSHIP (3)-QUALIFICATIONS 
(Continued from page 7) 

Therefore, the primary leadership work 
of elders involves saving the lost. It is 
unreasonable to expect that a man, who 
has spent his 'Christian' life w ithout 
making a personal effort to bring the 
lost to Christ, wil l suddenly become f ired 
w ith zeal for the lost because he has 
been appointed elder. It is also unrea
sonable to expect him to have the fog
giest notion how to go about saving the 
lost, or leading others in saving the lost, 
even if he should have a sudden 'con
version.' So, it is intuitively obvious that 
a man who is being considered for the 
eldership should be examined to see 
whether he has engaged in sou l-saving 
in his ro le as 'ord inary' member. 

Otherwise, it appears that we are to 
examine a man's home life to gain in
sight into his genera l leadership quali
ties (I Tim. 3:5) . .The list includes: Hus
band of one w ife, Manages his own 
household well, Has believing chi ldren, 
Has chi ldren under contro l, Has children 
who are not dissipated, Has child ren who 
are not rebe ll ious. To have conducted a 
househo ld, and raised children that are 
above reproach, is an indicat ion of lead
ership skills applicable to the church. 

A Question of Age 
Age is not mentioned explictly as a 

'quali ficati on' in Timothy or Titus. How
ever, the question is raised implicitly by 
th e meaning of the word 'presbuteros,' 
which is translated 'elder.' The word is 
somewhat ambiguous in Greek cultwal 
usage. The dominant meaning is of an 
old man, although there are records of 
ceremonial 'presbuteroi' who were very 
young men. The question remains, how
ever, how o ld is old? 

Philo places 'presbuteros' between 
'aner,' the fu ll st rength of maturity, and 
'geron,' feeb le old age. Philo identi fies 
'presbuteros' as the years between 49 
and 56. 

In I Tim. 4:12, Timo thy is to ld not to 
let anyone " look down on his youth
fulness (neotes) ." Assuming that Timothy 
was at least 20 when Paul took him up 
(Acts 16:1-3), then Timothy w ould have 
been in about his mid-thirties when Paul 
was concerned about his 'youthfulness.' 

The most telling argument is found in 
Titus 1:6. An elder's ch ildren are to be 
"not accused of dissipation." Dissipation 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our ch ildre n are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through thei r love 
and expe rience, teach them God, Love 

: and Respo nsibi lity. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 

10 [814] 

San Benito, Tx 78S86 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

involves sexual promiscuity, drunken
ness, and spendthriftiness. These are not 
the activities of 'chi ldren.' 'Chi ldren' is 
t ranslated from 'teknon,' which is the 
generic word for progeny. 'Teknon' does 
not necessarily carry a connotation of 
youthfulness. It clearly does not in this 
passage ! An elder's 'ch ild ren' are to be 
mature men. They must have had the 
opportun i ty to be 'dissipated.' Rather 
than 'diss ipated,' they are to be 'be
lievers, again implying the maturity to 
make their own decisions. 

These points argue for an elder to be 
in his upper years. It is not possible to 
be precise, but it would seem that the 
upper-forties and fifties would be more 
reasonable than the mid-thirties. 

Conclusion 
This last of the three parts hasfocused 

on 'qualifications.' When a church is 
selecting elders, it generally spends a lot 
of t ime microscoping the candidates and 
comparing them against the qualifica
tions. Appointing quali fied men is vital. 
However, it is equally vita l that we un
derstand the quali ficat ion in the proper 
light. That understanding must take into 
account the job that an elder must do 
and the relationships he must main
tain . Many have been appointed who 
were unquali fied, and they have not 
done the job. Many who could have 
done the job have not been appointed, 
because of a lack of perspective on the 
'quali fications.' By focusing on the right 

THE INVITATION SONG 
(Continued f rom page 8) 

municates to the congregation that HE 
is to do the evangelizing. Potential con
verts are to look to HIM for instructions. 
Extending the invitation from door to 
door has been replaced by singing a 
song. That is why that one member ob
jected to omitting the invi tation song. It 
was their only pretense of fulfi ll ing the 
great commission. Look around and see 
if we have not given the unmistakable 
impression that this is true. 

We have allowed th is well-meaning, 
good intentioned practice to do just the 
opposite of its original pu rpose. After a 
li fetime of being influenced by the In
vitation Song, I am beginning to place 
it back into its proper perspective. May 
God forgive me for taking so long to 
recognize the effect this has had on my 
preaching. All things are good when 
they are used rightly, but not all th ings. 
retain their original place. Lest you 
should fall into the snare which found 
me . . . Beware of an Invi tation Song 
M inistry. 
Box 88, Stuart, Ok. 74570 

th ings, we may hope to have elders who 
w ill do the job the Lord wants. And we 
may hope that th e next generation wi ll 
prepare itself to assume its proper re
sponsibility when the time comes. End 
of series. 
5242 Laguna, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

Brown Trail S.:hool of Prea.:hing 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefi ts "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLI CATIO NS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and C~t~log Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Harding University 
School Of Business 

Faculty Positions Available 
Computer Information Systems - Full time; Ph.D. or DBA preferred but 
MBA candidates with appropriate experience are encouraged to apply; ma
jor is growing rapidly; facilities for computer ed ucation are ou tstand ing. 

Marketing - Teach marketing courses at the p rinciples and advanced 
levels. Some concentration in management would also be helpful; Ph.D. or 
DBA preferred but MBA candidates are encouraged to apply; excellent 
facilities. 

Applications should be sent by December 31, 1982, to: Dr. David B. Burks, 
School of Business, Box 774, Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143. 
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LARD'S DAUGHTER MARRIED THE GOVERNOR XIX CONGRESS OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

While in a meeting in June in Came
ron, Mo., Jim Shady who p reaches there 
and I went to St. Joseph, Mo., to find 
the grave of Moses E. Lard and while 
there to do some research in the ci ty 
library concerni ng him. Unable to find 
the grave on this trip Jim returned re
cently and finding th e grave took pic
tu res. In Mt. Mora Cemetery in St. 

OPEN HOUSE TO MARK RETIREMENT 
OF MELVIN J. WISE 

On Sunday afternoon, January 9, 1983, 
from 2:00 to 4:00 the Wa lnut Hill Church 
of Christ (1 0550 Marsh Lane, Dallas, 
Texas, 75229) w ill host an open house 
honoring Melvin and Stella Wise. Mel
vi n Wise has been preaching the gospe l 
for 53 years. He has served the Walnut 
Hill congregation for the past 10. He 
began preaching in 1929 in Florence, 
Texas. Other churches served are: 
Nocona, Texas; 14th & Main Streets in 
Big Spring, Texas; Northside (now Cen
tral) in Abilene, Texas; Sears and Sum
mitt Streets (now Skillman Avenue) in 
Dallas; Union Avenue in Memphis, Pearl 
and Bryan Streets (now Garland Road) 
in Dallas, Texas; Preston Road, Dallas, 
Texas; Druid Hills in Atlanta, Georgia; 
Brainerd in Chattanooga, Tennessee; 
Pleasant Grove, Dallas, Texas. 

It is the desire of Brother Wise to be 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Joseph are the graves of the great Res
toration preacher and writer and his 
wife Mary A. Lard. The much larger 
marker has " Lard" on one side and 
" Woodson" on the other side. W hy? 
Silas Woodson was governor of Missouri 
1873-1 875 and in later years married the 
daughter of the Lards, so the Woodson 
fami ly erected the monument to the two 
fami li es. 

I talked with several Christ ian church 
preachers in St. Joseph and they knew 
nothing of the burial plot of Moses Lard 
and didn't even know of the Lard Quar
terl ies. How sad.-Hulen L. Jackson, P.O. 
Box 56, Duncanville, Texas. 

continually used in the Lord's service, 
especially in conducting gospel meet
ings, pa rticularly with small congrega
tions that are unable to support an 
evangelist. His address is 12930 Mitch
win Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 

- ---o-

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

Introducing 
Recordex 

Recorder 345 

Reg. 1795.00 Special 1199.95 

The Churches of Christ in Spain have 
held the 19th Congress in Barcelona. 
The first Congress held by the Restora
tion Movement in Spain took place in 
Seville in December 1964 and was 
presided by Juan Antonio Monroy. 

About 100 persons attended from the 
32 congregations of the Churches of 
Christ in Spain. 

Juan A. Monroy dictated four lec
tures on the subject "Christianism and 
society in the 80's decade." Other speak
er was Tex Williams, invited speaker, 
who presen ted three lectu res from a 
missionary and evangel istic point of 
view. 

Enrique Martorell, from Tarrasa, Jesus 
Nava, from La Coruna, Miguel Hernan 
from Madrid, Max Zamorano, from 
Mexico, Manuel Salvador, from Sevilla 
delivered Gospel messages. 

The annual lectures are of a great 
importance for the Christians in Spain, 
since it is an opportunity to spend time 
in Christian fellowsh ip and to study the 
great subjects of the Bible together. 

We thank, very sincerely, the brethren 
in the United States who have prayed 
for us and have helped us financially in 
order that the Annual Lectureship of the 
Churches of Christ in Spain cou ld take 
place also in 1982!-juan A. Monroy, 
Apartado 2.029, Madrid-2. Spain. 

l .i'RGENTLY NEEDED! 
An Accoun tant f or Nigerian Christian 
Hospital. P reaching opportunities 
unlimited. Call or write H. Glenn 
lloyd, 709 E . Race, Searcy, Arkansas, 
72143 (501) 268-9511. 

NEW 
Portable High Speed cassette Duplicator 

Reg. 5 49.95 Special 339.95 

(lowest price anywhere) 
5 screw low no ise. 

h igh energy, 
satisfaction 
guarantee 

62 m inutes, low noise, .48 per cassette(100 m ini mum) .46 per cass. 500 
92 minutes, low noise,.58 per cass.(100 minimum) .56 per cass. 500 
62 min. High energy, music Quality .51 per.Cass.(100) .49. per cass.500 
92 min. High energy, music Quality .61 per.Cass(100) .59 per Cass.500 

Prior Payment Required FREE POSTAGE Christian Book House 
324 Wut Park Ave. 
Greenfield, II 46140 
(317) 462·3648 

MONEY ORDER 

OR 

CASHIER'S CHECK 

U'RITF FOR FR.f.F C.t T·l/.0(; 

If You Didn't Buy From Us 
You Paid Too Much!! 
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AFRICA CALLS FOR ITS 
"SOULS NOT CARDS" 

"I was sick and you visited me" 

Sixteen congregations have been es
tablished and a 56-bed hospital is func
tioning beautifully w ith 100 outpatients 
a day, and great part of the funds 
comes from things we waste in America. 
Twenty years ago Chester Hill started 
asking people to give to Africa what 
they would spend on Christmas cards 
and postage. A total of $40,000 came in 
1982. 

The Springtown church has a budget 
just for the hospital for $77,300. They 
want to send another missionary, help 
further the call to world famine and 
benevolence and improve the housing 
in Chimala and it comes to a total of 
$125,000. Monthly expenses have in
creased in salaries alone by $1,250.00 
a month. 

Send your inquiries and checks to the 
elders, Springtown Church of Christ, Box 
96, Springtown, TX 76082. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
5Cribe to? 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 
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Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

OCC LECTURE TOPICS ANNOUNCED 
Speakers and topics of forums and 

classes have been selected for the Okla
homa Christian College 1983 lecture
ship slated for January 23-26. 

The issue forums will focus on " How 
to Converse With a Mormon," by Bill 
Hearn, Logan, UT; "How to Converse 
With a Jehovah's Witness," by Harvey 
Porter, Albuquerque, NM; and "How to 
Converse With a Calvinist." 

The genera l theme of the 1983 lec
tureship is "The Challenged Church in 
Contemporary America." 

Keynote addresses and speakers wi ll 
be Dr. J. Terry Johnson, Roy Lanier, Jr.; 
Jon Jones; Jeff Walling; and Landon 
Saunders. 

LIPSCOMB ESTABLISHES LECTURESHIP 
IN HONOR OF BAXTER, BOLES 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.-The administra
tion of David Lipscomb College has an
nounced the establishment of a major 
lectureship in memory of Batsell Bar
rett Baxter and H. Leo Boles. 

The Batsell Barrett Baxter Bible Lec
turship featuring the H. Leo Boles Lec
tures on Preaching is to be held for the 
fi rst time Sept. 11 -1 4, 1983, according to 
Carl McKelvey, vice president for cam
pus affairs and administrator-in-charge 
of lectureships at Lipscomb. 

INDEX -1982 
EDITORIALS 
Reuel Lemmons 
Are We Readr, fo r a Challenge 
Arkansas Batt c for Children's Minds, The 
Beleaguered Faith 
Beware the Deficit 
Blessed are the Peacemakers 
Candlestick Churches 
Canon, The 
Can They Survive 
Christianity with Convenience Removed 
Church Building 
Church Planting 
Divorce and Remarriage 
Editorial Responsibility 
Education vs. Indoctrination 
1832-1982 
Essence of Unity, The 
Every Creature Vision 
Feelings and Experiences 
Galileo Won't Sleep 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683·1678 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
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Florence, Alabama 35630 
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Great Northwestern Evangelism Workshop 
Hope In the Rockies 
In Areas of Silence 
It Was a Good Year 
Legitimate Warfare 
Midwestern Evangelism Seminar, The 
Morality 
Ninety-Nine Years 
Nit Picking 
Nonsense of It, The 
Omnipresent Crisis 
Operation Understanding 
Our Theology 
Preserving Families 
Prophetic Ministry of Elders 
Real Christians are Never Satisfied 
Shaped by History 
Source of Leadership, The 
Stand Therefore 
Straws In the Wind 
Summer Festival 
Sunset's World Evangelism Forum 
Thanksgiving 
Times and Preaching Have Changed 
Training Church Leadership 
Unity In Christ 
Valley Forge 
Walls 
Whatever Became of Sin 
Where Are the Heroes 
Whispering Hope, A 
Workshop on Church leadership 

B. J, Humble 
Jan. 1, 1982, Anniversay of Unity (1) 
Jan. 1, 1982, Anniversary of Unity (2) 
Jan. 1, 1982, Anniversary of Unity (3) 
Jan. 1, 1982, Anniversary of Unity (4) 

Raymond C. Kelcy 
Authority of the Bible The 
Defining the Church 
Generation Which Knew Not the lord, A 

TIPS FOR TEACHERS 
leonard Mullens 
Bible Class Etlquette-Cianton, Stan 
Burdened Teachers-Young, Nick 
Deweloplng Spirituality In the 

Home-Whiddon, Bob 
Disciplining the New Bellever-YoungJ Nick 
Evangelizing the Blind (1)-Herndon, ohn 
Evangelizing the Blind (2)-Herndon, John 
Do We Want Spirituality and Church 

Growth-Threet, Douglas 
Growing an Evangelistic Congregation-

Emery, Austin 
Jesus the Teacher-Sattenfleld, Charles 
On Ministering to Minorities-Moore, Michael 
Our Job: Evangelize-Barnett, Joe 
Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 

Relationship to Evangelism (1)
Pepper, Clayton 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (2)
Pepper, Clayton 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (3)
Pepper, Clayton 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (4)
Pepper, Clayton 

Re-evaluation of the Bible School with 
Relationship to Evangelism (5)
Pepper, Clayton 

Unconscious Teacher, Th~enklns, Ancll 
Wanted: Godly Families-Ecksteln, Stephen, Jr. 
Way to Reach More Lost 

· Souls, A-Childress, Harvey 

WALK WITH THE MASTER 
Clifton Rogers 
Are You A V.I.P. 
Are You Righteous Enough 
"I'm Redeemed" 
Person to Person 
Unearned Salvation (4) 
What About Second Place 

THE ABUNDANT LIFE 
0. H. Tabor 
From Sinal to Calvary 
God's New Family 
God's New Family 
God's Quest for Man 
"Messengers of Good News" 
Person of Christ, The 
Sufferings of Christ, The 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Abortion and Personhood-Thomas, J. D. 
About What Do You Thfnk-Brown, T. Pierce 
Abraham and His Children-Prout, Elmer 
Adventures of Floyd W. Wedge, The-

Chouinard, larry 
Agnostic's Impression of the Church, An-

Cash, J. D. . 
Amazing Grace--Whilworth, Damorls 
Ancient Revelation, An-l'Roy, Elmer 
"and he was a Samarltan"-Prout, Elmer 
Another look at the "Body Concept"-

Young, Bob · 
Anyone Want a Tylenol Capsule-

Deason, Bobby G. 
Appeal to the Psalms, An-Holston, Jim 
April 4-5, 1982-Hawk, Ray 
Are Therer.strangers Among. Us-Simpson, Dale 
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Are We listening-Rowland, Betty 701 
Are You A Fundamentalist-Allen, leonard 198 
Are You Selling Yourself Short-Oibrlcht, Tom 228 
Art of Talking In Marriage, The-Williams, Boyd 733 
Ashamed of Jesus-Young, Nick 136 
A Sermon on Heii?-Sayers, Stanley 162 
Assembly-line Christians-Turner, J, J, 451 
Attributes of Leadership-Bates, Bobby 229 
"Autonomous Unity"-Nelnstadt, Ert A. 520 
Autonomy and "the local Body"-Harold G. Hunt 230 
Baptism and the Children of Believers-

Fudge Edward 292 
Basis for the Media Slant-Hinckley, Malcolm 296 
Beauty of Bible Baptism, The-Sayers, Stanley 727 
Believer Thinks about War, A-Prout, Elmer 516 
Better Than 13-0-Cook Gaylord 469 
Beyond Denominatlonallsm-Waddey, John 152 
Bible Class, The-Baker, David l. 569 
Bible Obedlence-Lanler, Roy, Jr. 630 
Bible School Crutch, The-Goad, Steven 585 
Bible Translating and Distrlbutin~ by Churches 

of Christ In the Decade of t e 
Seventies (1)-l'Roy, Elmer 503 

Bible Translating and Dlstrlbutln~ by Churches 
of Christ in the Decade of t e 
Seventies (2)-l'Roy, Elmer 519 

Bible Translating and Dlstrlbutin~ by Churches 
of Christ In the Decade of t e 
Seventies (3)-l'Roy, Elmer 535 

Bible Translating and Dlstrlbutln~ by Churches 
of Christ In the Decade of t e 
Seventies (4)-l'Royr Elmer 551 

Bible Translating and Distrlbutln~ by Churches 
of Christ In the Decade of t e 
Seventies (5)-l'Roy, Elmer 567 

Bible Translating and Dlstrlbutln~ by Churches 
of Christ In the Decade of t e 
Seventies (6)-l'Roy, Elmer 583 

Bindin~ Others with our Morality-
200 Ba es, James D. 

Bitterness, The Achilles' Heel of Many Church 
Leaders-Cotham, Perry 663 

Bitterness, The Achilles' Heel of Many Church 
leaders-Cotham, Perl>: (2) 683 

Bless the Means-Brown, • Pierce 536 
Bodt of the Building, The-Henson, Marshall 584 
Brot erhood Mistake, A-lackey, Guy 105 
Building of God, The-Colglazler, Scott 501 
Business Meetings-Why Exclude Women-

Cook, Gaylord 440 
Rut, What Is Soul Winning-Burns, Joe 50S 
Campbell and Stone Movements 1 
Can Paul Survive the Rer,orters 184 
Can We Know We Are aved :-Swain, Walter 518 
Cartoon on Readers Dl~est Version 777 
Case for Special Group lnglng, A-Goad, Steven 6 
"Celebration of Heritage" 0 served, A-

Pack, Frank 129, 131 
Central Concern The-Salisbury, Thayer 264 
Challente, A-Leonard, leslie 597 
Child A use-Ecksteln, Stephen 764 
Choosing a Religlon-Ralnes, G. F. · 200 
Christ-Drucker, Gary 136 
Christian and the Old Testament-lsom, Paul 698 
Christian Businesswoman, The-Crawford, Dennis 216 
"Christian Church" Name, The-Estes, Chester 566 
Christianity, Hlstor~, and Culture-Ensley, Michael 88 
Christianity Is Law ul In China-Benson, George 643 
Christian Ownership of Television Stations-

Weems, Rodger 213 
Christian Personality-Kelley, David 808 
Christian Wisdom-Bryant, Churck 22 
Christians and the Church-Black, Phillip 616 
Christ-The Answer to Man's Needs-

Swain, Walter 456 
Church and Public Relations, The-Stilwell, Bill 697 
Church and Scholarship, The-McBroom, ~ack 264 
Church and Worship In Sons-Teddlle, Till t 473 
Churches Grow in love an Patience-

Rhodes, Dale 452 
Church Growth-Ray, Vernon, Jr. 5 
Church Growth-Ice, R. D. 596 
Church In a Plastic Bubble, The or Worldliness 

Will Always Be In the Church-
19 Wright, John J, 

College Years' Greatest Temptations-
515 Notgrass, Ray 

Commitment-Winters, Ronald 549 
"Condemned to live"-Marshall, Dan 684 
Confessions of a Creationist-Shelly, Rubel 211 
Conscience-Jackson, Hulen 309 
Cowbirds and Fathers-DIIbeck, W. H. 296 
Cross as the Crux of Christianity, The-

Williams, Steve 810 
Cults are Growlnf,, The-Peterman, Rusty 682 
"Danger" of Forg venessj, The-Wright, John 359 
Danger of the Occult, T e-lce, R. D. 648 
Danger Signals of Apostasy, The-Shelly, Rubel 627 
Day God Came, The-Corner, James 181 
Dead or Allve-Waddey, John 310 
Death of "Infant Doe", The-Shelly, Rubel 372 
Delight in the Law of the Lord-Prout,. Elmer 807 
Desi,nated Soul Winners-Hendrix, Edd1e 40 
Did esus Belong to a Restoration Movement-

748 Oster, Richard 
Disciples of Momus-Meeks, Tony 72 
Discover the Joy of the Word-f11cNeese, Art 301 
Discussing Others by Name In Prmt-Carruth, Ted 470 
Divorce Need Not Be Final-Schubert, Joe D. 584 
Does the Message Meet with Falth-Prout, Elmer 116 
Does Your Preacher live In an Ivory Tower-

536 Wright, John J, 
Do Not Let Satan Defeat You Through Numbers-

104 Bond, L. D. • 
Don't Worry about the Transportation-

99 Hastings, Grover 
280 Do We Have a Ritual-Taylor, Joe 

Do You Know jesus-Young, Charles 534 
Drinking Strong Drink Commanded-Brown, T. P. 294 
Dying Religion and living Faith-Sanders, Phil 323 
Economic Determination-Howard, James E. 72 
Effective Business Meetlngs-Sheehy, larry 392 
Eldership and the Missionary (1)-

Hood, Dr. Maurice 73 
Eldership and the Missionary (2)-

89 Hood, Dr. Maurice 
Eldership, The Work (1 )-

779 Sheppard, Jack 
Eldership, The Relationship (2)-

Sheppard, Jack 795 
Eldership, The Qualifications (3)-

811 Sheppard, Jack 
Elders Who Did Not Teach-

Galla~her, Neil 297 
Embarrass ng . , • No Names Please-

Sinclair, D. W. Dryden 217 
Empty Cathedrals (1 )-Arceneaux, Ralph 699 
Empty Cathedrals (2)-Arceneaux, Ral~h 715 
Empty Cathedrals (3)-Arceneaux, Ra ph 731 
Enquiring Mind, The-Wells, Dale 597 
Essence of True Religion, The-Boswell, David 328 
Establishing Dlalogue-Cia:t, Wm. 581 
Eternal Purpose-McCord, ugo 714 
Evangelism and Methods-Turner, ). J, 505 
Evangelism: Faith Without Works-Emery, Austin 473 
Facing Death's Realltles-Warpula, Calvin 374 
Facing the Inevitable-Owens, Marlon 40 
Faithful Attendance-Newton, Terry 9 
Faithlessness of the "Faithful"-

McCampbell, Duane 312 
Family Evangelism-Lucas, Chuck 505 
Fastest Growint Church In the World-

120 Norman, Ric ard 
648 Favorite Writers, Our-1'.r.onymou~ 
565 Fear, A Great Enemy-Cook, Gaylord 

Fence Building-Gross, Jerry 67 
Follow Your "Knows"-Smith, Nelson 341 
For a Righteous Man One Would Scarcely Dare 

to Die-Jennings, Alvin 136 
Forget Fellowship-Salisbury, Thayer 328 
"For Our Good Always"-Howard, James 392 
Fountain Spring-Dillon, James A., Jr. 245 
Fresh Look at the Great Commission 35 
From Prison to Pulpit-Bachman, Ed 780 
Fundamental Error of Premillennlallsm-

Futur:a~1\},~~~~s (1)-Cook, Charles 
86 

471 
Future of Missions (2)-Cook, Charles 487 
Genesis 1 vs. Ancient and Modern Myths-

Chouinard, larry 118 
Getting Along with the Brethren-Goad, Steven 472 
Gift of Faith-Brown, Pierce 614 
God and the Big Bang-Hoover, A. J, 728 
God Is love-Thacker Hal 488 
Going to Law with a Brother-Shelly, Rubel 70 
Golden Rule-Ralnes, G. F. 488 
Good Happiness vs. Bad Happiness-Gross, Jerry 629 
Growing Family of Christian Schools-

Gardner, Don 152 
Growing the Small Church (1)-Ciary, Wm. 327 
Growing the Small Church (2)-Ciary, Wm. 343 
Growing the Small Church (3)-Cia~ Wm. 359 
Growing Up In Christ-Boswell, Davl 504 
"Han~up About Baptism, The"-Womack, Sid 25 
Has t e Way lost its Way-Shlpp, Glover 179 
Have You Been Converted-Boswell, David 796 
Heart Issues-Holton, larry 264 
Help I Feel Guilty-Jenkins, Ancil 216 
Help(ng Others Choose life-Crawford, Dennis 453 
Help Needed In French World Bible 

School-Davidson, jerry 24 
Hold Cuts-DIIbeck, Harland 339 
Holiness of God-Bales, James 324 
Hot House Churches-Shlpp, Glover 611 
How We Can Approach God-Ice, R. D. 408 
How Christian Colleges and Schools of 

Preaching Serve Churches of Christ-
Simpson, Dale 117 

How to Differ Without Dividing (1)-
Woodroof, James 407 

How to Differ Without Dividing (2)-
Woodroof, James 423 

How to Differ Without Dividing (3)-
439 Woodroof, James 

How to Differ Without Dividing (4)-
455 Woodroof, James 

How to listen to a Sermon-Glover, Don 41 
Humanism Are We Fully Awake-Anguish, David 387 
Identity of the Church-Hook, Cecil 150 
1 Didn't Make Any Tackles But I Jumped 

On the Pile Twlce"-Exum, Jack 328 
1 Don't Hold Hands-Hall, Richard 769 
"If a Man Desire ... "-Marshall, Keith 312 
Imperative to "Make Dlsclples"-NewberrJ, Ron 662 
Importance of the Teacher-Baker, Davl 521 
Imputed Righteousness-Cook, Gaylord 794 
Inerrancy Congress Moves Beyond Mere 

Theory-Fudge, Edward 246 
In Season and Out of Season-Oibrlcht, Tom 8 
Instructive Nature of Grace-Simpson, David 791 
Invitation Sonr-Brassfleld, David 812 
Involvement o the Whole Church-Hardin, Daniel 532 
Involvement vs. Commitment-Shelly, Rubel 748 
Is It In the Heart-Marshall, Tom 521 
Is It Right to Persuade-Bate, Bobby 473 
Is Jesus In Your Religion-Boswell, David ~~~ 
Is the Church Glory land-Hawk, Ray 599 
Is There a God (1)-Thomas, J, D. 

615 Is There a God (2)-Thomas, J, D. 631 
Is There a God (3)-Thomas, J, D. 

647 Is There a God (4)-Thomas, J, D. 
Is Unity in Diversity Possible-Adl, Richard 291 
Is Your Preaching Biblical (1)-Ba es, Norman 7:~ 
Is Your Preachln, Biblical (2)-Bales, Norman 7 
Is Your Soul In eopardy-Brown, Pierce 227 
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"I Was in Prison and Ye VIsited Me"-
fruchey, ). D. 

Jesus and a "Ciergyman"-Goad, Steven 
Jesus and the One-Eared Man-Crawford Dennis 
Jesus Christ, the Unique One-Hedge, john 

J
esus Failed-Bryant, Chuck 
esus, the Son of God-Ralnes, C. F. 
Joshua 22: A Lesson In Unity-Young, Charles 
Jules de Launay---Opsitch, Y. 
Just Another Article on Communication-

Yates, Steven 
Kinds of Worship-Myers, J, B. 
Kingdom of God---Owen, Dan 
Knowing You Are Saved (1)-Furr, Joe 
Knowing You Are Saved (2)-Furr, Joe 
Knowledge Provides Power-Townsend, J. C. 
Law and Principle-Hood, Cecil 
Lazarus Was There-Jenkins, Ancll 
"Let Me Write Their Songs ••• "-Lewis, Jack 
Let's Read It Again-Leonard, Leslie 
Let the Baby Grow Up-Choate, J, C. 
Liberal or Merclfui-Geiser, Charles 
Lifestyle Evangelism-Ray, Vernon 
List-Exum, Jack 
Little Things-Sayers, Stanley 
Loyal Church-Boswell, David 
Lukewarm Laodiceans-Lee, Terrell 
Lunancy of It All-Crawford, Dennis 
Making Disciples or Seeking Mass 

Conversions---Opsltch, Y. 
Making Mission Trips More Productive-

Fenter,.. Randy 
Marks of Existentialism-Thomas, J.D. 
Matter of Inconsistency-Gough, Jesse 
Meaning of Total Commitment-Hach, Robert 
"Meet Unto the Master's Use"-Marshall, Keith 
Minister's Devotional Life-Williams, Steve 
Ministers, Servants, and Deacons-Owen, Dan 
Ministry of Radio-Brant, Billy 
Misery In Marriage-Nichols, Byron 
Mission Involvement: How Long-Wolfe, Richard 
Modesty In the First Century-Hawk, Ray 
Morality is Not Sectarian-Bales, James 
Must God Plead with God-Hook, Cecil 
My John 3:16 Toothbrush-Crawford, Dennis 
Names Given to Christ In the New 

Testament-Whlddon, Bob 
Names Given to God, Heaven, Devil and 

Hell in the New Testament-Whiddon, Bob 
Nature of God-Terry, Bruce 
Needed: Possibility Thinkers-Randolph, Glenn 
New Has Come-Teel, Stephen 
New Ministry Begins-Born to Fly-Sublett, Mike 
1982 World's Fair 
Observations for Elders and Preachers-

Hunt, Harold 
Of Planters and Planting.-Rheenen, Callyn Van 
"Office" of Helper-Goad, Steven 
Older Pilots and Preachers-Dye, Ken 
On Behalf of Eggheads-Massey, Les 
One Translation Sect-Hawk, Ray 
Open Letter to Guy N. Woods and Reuel 

Lemmons-Tant, Fanning 
Opposing Doctrinal Error-Swain, Walter 
Other People and Faithfulness-Warner, Mike 
Our Response to Grace-Hook, Cecil 
Over the Hill Preachers-Howard, James 
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115 
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700 
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406 
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441 
102 
743 
521 
489 

33 

500 
632 
499 
472 
467 
280 

37 
259 
684 
595 
716 
149 Overturning Overton-Trull, Richard 

Pan American Lectureship 
Parental Responsibility-Gardner, Albert 
Paul's Desire for Unity-Marshall, Keith 

380, 386 
717 
711 

Pearly Gates and Golden Streets-
Lawrence, Robert 

Perfection-Riley, Jerry 
Perverting the Church s Mission-Leonard, leslie 
Personal Christian Wholeness-Sims, Jim 
Plan to Help Your Home-Gardner, Albert 
Plea for Unity-Harrison, Bob 
Plucking Colored Feathers-Fudge, Edward 
Plurality of Elders: Some Implications-

Howard, James 
Preachers and Prepositions-Thomas, ). D. 
Preachers, Please Speak the Truth-Wright, John 
Preacher Survey-Goad, Steven (1) 
Preacher Surve~oad, Steven (2) 
Preacher Survey-Goad, Steven (3) 
Preacher Survey-Goad, Steven (4) 
Preacher Survey-Goad, Steven (5) 
Preacher, Your Wife Needs Help-Roper, Coy 
Preaching and Love-Cotham, Perry 
Preaching: Helping Others Choose Life-

Crawford, Dennis 
Preaching to Others-Summers, Michael 
Preston Rd. School of Preaching 
Problem of Lying-Finley, Terry 
Problem of Pain and Suffering-Kearby, Paul 
Problems with the Blble-l'Roy, Elmer 
Process of faith-Swain, Walter 
Proclamation Through Print-Dickson, Rogert 
Proverbs and Beyond-Prout, Elmer 
Realizing Justice In Restoration (1)-)ames, larry 
Realizing Justice In Restoration (2)-James, Larry 
Rechanneling My Ministry-Marshall, Keith 
Recognize That Crown-Crews, T. B. 
Religion of Naturalism---Owen, Dan 
Renewal of Christian Thlnklng-Colglazier, Scott 
Renewing a Commitment-

419 
389 
sao 
531 
517 
280 
563 

746 
392 
681 
215 
231 
247 
263 
279 

88 
732 

357 
695 
65 

700 
182 
388 

72 
661 
405 
55 
71 

613 
777 
716 
679 

Teague, Dr. William 
Repent or Perish-Brown, Pierce 

248, 249 
277 

Report on the First Campus Ministry-
Ward, Homer 

Reports and Reactions-Turner, Tom 
"Rest With Us"-Sawey, Orlan 
Rethinking the Evangelism of Non Christian 

Nations-McMillan, Alex 
Retired Preachers-Thomas, J, D. 
Revive Us Again-Sawey, Orlan 
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24 
40 

184 

56 
108 
259 

Roots of the "Age of Accountability" Problem-
Fudge, Edward . 

Rules for Writing-Land, Bennett 
Sabinal's Director for 191Q-)ackson, Hulen 
Sacrifice, Who, Me-Hartwigson, Brook 
Score Card for Preachers-Sweet, Travis 
Self Perpetuating Board-Lewis, Jack 
Self-Serving-Goad, Steven 
Sexual Revolution of the 80's Produces 

Shocking Statistics-Hulett, Howard 
Shall We Abolish Wednesday Nights

Threet, Douglas 
Shiite Heritage of the Iranian Revolutlon

McCampbell, Duane 
Shooting Up the Town, or Men-Moser, Wm. 
Should an Elder Resign When His Wife Dies

Howard, James 
Should We Start Another Movement

Crews, T. B. 
Significance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Williams, Steve 
Single, Compelling, Irreplaceable Goal of 

Preaching-Galliger, Neil 
Sinner's Plea-Pemberton, Glenn (1) 
Sinner's Plea-Pemberton, Glenn (2) 
Sixth Item of Worship-Goad, Steven 
Someday-Ross, Bud 
Some Strengths and Weaknesses of the Church 

Today-Fiatt, Bill 
Sowing and Reaping (1)-Hodge, Charles 
Sowing and Reaping (2)-Hodge, Charles 
Sowing and Reaping (3)-Hodge, Charles 
Speak Where the Bible Speaks-Hawk, Ray 
Spirit of Division-Massle, Neil 
Spiritual Nearsightedness-Swain, Walter 
Spiritual Smoke Alarms-Hall, Timothy 
Stage Encouragement-Background: Tears-

Geiser, Charles 
Starving the Spirit-Hoover, A. J, 
Steps Away From and Back to God-Raines, G. F. 
Suffering-Taylor, Joe 
"Surely the Lord is in This Place"-

Manor, J, Curtis 
Surpassing-Young, Charles 
Taking Truth Serlously-Choulnard, larry 
Taking Truth Serlously-Choulnard, larry 
Teach All That I Have Commanded-

Emery, Austin 
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486 

504 
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Teaching High Standards-Pope, jack 
That They Mar Be One-Brown, Pierce 
"The Heart o a Servant"-Kearby, Paul 

232, 233 

The Lord's Approval to Unit~Ferguson, Gordon 
The Siege Mentalltv-Biack, Phillip 
Things Which Make Up What We Are-

Moser, Wm. 
They Just Won't Listen-Crawford, Dennis 
This Lesson Scares Me-Hook, Cecil 
Those of Us Who are Left-Squire, Russel 
Thoughts About Balance-Brown, Pierce 
Thoughts on Infinity-Dye, Ross 
Time to Come Home-Stovall, Charles 
To Tell or Not to Teii-Shero, John 
Tote and Quote-Bales, James 
Trend Away from Foreign Missions-

Bybee, Howard 
True Faith-Fiatt, Dowell 
"True Success"-Kearby, Paul 
True Wisdom-Fiatt, Dowell 
Trust-Runge, Dick 
Truth or Consequences-Seay, Don 
Unholy Use of the Secular Press-Winters, Ronald 
Unity, Evangelism and Doctrine-Young, Nlch 
Unity of the Spirit-Riley, Jerry 
Update of Nigeria-Boyd, Glenn 
Victory Song-Prout, Elmer 
VIva Ia Conclousness-Hoover, A. J, 
Vocational Evangelism (1 )-Mitchell, Carl 
Vocational Evangelism (2)-Mitchell, Carl 
Was It a Miracle-Shelly, Rubel 
Watch That Backlash-Hoover, A. J, 
Way It Was In Alhambra-Hinckley, Malcom 
Way of the Cross-Harvill, Jerry 
We Are Not All Alike-Ice, R. D. 
"We Heard a Rumor"-Hale, Hugh 
Welfare of God's Cities-Hemphilf, Sarge-
Were Paul's Opinions Inspired-Sheppard, jack 
What a Fellowship-Jim Patterson 
What Are You Confessing and Why-

Blake, Terry 
"What Does Humanism Mean"-Hoover, A. J, 
Whatever Happened to That Fine Young 

Preacher-Bailey, james 
What Happened to Justus-Hodge, Charles 
What if Peter Called a Strike-Hall, Michael 
What is Different About Us-Swain, Walter 
What is Right with the Church-Ellis, Uoyd 
What Makes a Congregation a Church of 

Christ-Terry, Bruce 
"What Others Say About Us"-Brigman, Henry 
What's Wrong with the Northeast-Tarbet, David 
What the Preacher Discovered-Leonard, Leslie 
What the Restoration Movement Has 

Accomplished (1)-Lewis, Jack 
What the Restoration Movement Has 

Accomplished (2)-Lewls, Jack 
What the Restoration Movement Has 

Accomplished (3)-Lewis, Jack 
What the Restoration Movement Has 

Accomplished (4)-Lewis, Jack 
What the Restoration Movement Has 

Accomplished (5)-Lewis, Jack 
When God Says "No"-Galyean, Hugh 
When I Ma~Hinkle, James 
When the Earthquake Comes-Prout, Elmer 
Where are My Scars-Bales, James 
Where Do We Begin Reaching the Unchurched

Emery, Austin 
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"Where Two or Three"---Oiiver, Robert 
Who "Appoints" or "Ordains" Elders-

Estes, Chester 
"Who Cares Anyway"---cook, Gaylord 
Who Shot the Sheriff-Thomason, Larry 
Why-Hawk Ray 

486 

358 
403 
109 
813 

3 Why Do Beliefs Change-Wright, John 
Why Does God Love Me? "Tfie Kitten in the 

Bag"-Abbott, Gene, Jr. 
Why I Am not a Charismatic-Woodson, Rocky 
Why Is the Word "Love" Not in the Book of 

Acts-Billingsly, Dan 

425 
550 

Why People Refuse to Obey the Gospel-
Sayers, Stanley 

180 

184 
684 
355 
420 
552 
404 
548 
209 
342 
776 

Why They Don't Respond-Sayers, Stanley 
Wil Our Small Churches Survive-Crews, T. B. 
With Jesus at Table-Prout, Elmer 
"Without Fear of Molestation"---corum, Richard 
Word Became Flesh-Brown, Pierce 
Work of Elders-Dye, Ross 
World's Fair, 1982 
Worship-McCord, Hugo 
Worship by Demand-Hook, Cecil 
Worship, Service, and the Christian 

Assembly-Ganus, Cliff, Ill 
You Can Lose Your Religion-Atchley, Rich 
You Can't Sing a Prayer Here-Gardner, Don 
You Heard it Wrong-Ice, R. D. 
Young Father's Prayer-Reeves, David 

163 
360 
520 
185 
780 
520 
309 
440 

Your Kids, My Kids, and Our Kids-Ciagg, Glenn 
Yours Sincerely-Bowers, Calvin 
Yours Sincerely-Bowers, Calvin 

OBITUARIES 
Bacon, Wilkin 
Baxter, Batsell 
Bell, R. S. 
Benson, Sally 
Blue, Perry 
Boyett, W. S. 
Bristow, Eddie 
Buford, Roy 
Dunn, Hurley 
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ljams, E. H. 
Kelley, Howard 
Salvoni, Fausto 
Shipp, S. H. 
Traylor, Frank 
Walker, James 

COLLEGES 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene Christian University 
Alabama Christian College 
Columbia Christian College 
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.East Tenn. School of Preaching 
European Christian College 
Freed Hardeman College 
Great Lakes Christian College 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Harding University 
Lubbock Christian College 
Northeastern Christian Jr. College 
Ohio Valley College 
Oklahoma Christian College 
Pepperdine University 
Pepperdlne University 
Pepperdine University 
Southwestern Christian College 
Western Christian College 
York College 

MISSIONARY 
Africa 
Africa, Kenya 
Africa, South 
Africa, West, Cameroun 
Asia 
Australia, Tasmania 
Austria, Graz 
Bahamas 
Belgium 
Canada 
Caribbean 
Central America, Honduras 
China 
Costa Rica 
Europe 
France 
Germany, West 
Honduras, Tegucigalpa 
Indonesia 
Italy 
Korea 
latin America 
Mexico 
Mexico 
Mexico, Culiacan 
New Zealand 
New Zealand, Taurange 
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14 

381 
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542, 577 
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97 
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492 
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641 
492 
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429 

365, 657 
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266 
251 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
BREWER. HliRB-111 CeDlir St., V.P.W. Hall. 
Sundu cla.ues, 10:1&: Worabip, 11:00. Phone 20'1-
989-2&89, or 886-4888. Vlaltcrrw Welcome. Wrlte about 
newcomera to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Adverilslq In thJa section $1.&0 per line. Dealgnocl especial17 to accommodate COJ18reptlons 
Ddvertiaiq meetlns placu, preacben seekine work or con~rrGBatione aeeklntr preachen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

YUMA, .ARIZ •• 651 w. :8th St. Sund&J'-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:80 p.m. Ph. 144-8'160 

Urgently needed. A mature gospel preacher with 
partial support for a mountain community of S,OOO. 
Congregation has few leaders but good potential. 
Serves an area with only one other congregation in 75 
mile radius. For more information contact: Leonard 
~t~s-9~1~16-283-1708, or write P. 0. Box 313, Quincy, 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TmXA.S 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
684-6012. Sun. 9:80 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.lrL, Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J.. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvcl., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREX. 20!-636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
A.£ABKA. - A.NOHORA.GI!l OHUROH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 Do Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Ancnorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA. Y A.RIIlA. SOROOx; OF PRIDA.OHING 
11800 Dubllll Road 

PJenaaDfOD, QlUfonii!A 841588 
J'ames W. Fergu·son. Sr.. Dlreotor 

NOW WORSHIP .ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HXWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarenc·e Ma7, 
Cliurch of Clirlst, 4647 HaU8ala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
86746. 

~~GELES •. CALIFORNIA 
CE Il CHURCH OF CHRIST 

12th and Hoover Streota 
Sund117 worship S.S. 10:00 A.M. 10:50 A.M. & 

6:00. P.M. 
Mlnlaten: Lewis Frisby, 714-622-2586: 

Paal Harper, 173-8228. 
METRO-DENVER AREA 

EngleWOt>d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
Ing. Wife-primary teacher in public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 750SO (214·642-0856). 

DIDNVER, COLORADO &O:a8 
L4KEWOOD OBUROH 011' OBRIST 

455 So. Young1lold Ct. 
Tete,: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian eoaples.) Good pay and bene
rita. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or eall 707/448-3667." 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
I·B1 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham. Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and utilities fur
nished, allowance paid for each child In care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insurance and 
other benefits negotiable. Call (615) 526-2052 or write, 
larry Milligan, 22S N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
Wanted: Christian business partner. Patent research 
done on generator designed to make electricity from 
10°F gradient. Generator designed to operate between 
-10°F and +2S0°F. No batteries neeCied for energy 
storage. Need help for further development and 
manufacture. Would prefer a christian partner, who 
owns a machine shop. W. Singleton, 4149 N. Center, 
Stockton, Ca. 95204, (209) 463-3681. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Experienced preacher with B.A., M.A. degree in Bible 
desires to work with a congregation. Call T. A. Grice 
(817) 893-58S2. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
mv A.NSVILLE. IND., :=oG B. Ho.-- Ave.. 
u.s. iJ60 But Oppoalte K-Ma:rt. omco 41'1• 
un. Bobb7 Wa4e. HID. 4f8-40GG.-

New Commentary on the book of Revelation by Earl 
A .. Miller. Cloth bound; 461 pages. The best ever 
wntten on the subJect. Order from Earl A Miller 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. Price $1S.OO plus 
$1.25 postage. Texas residents add 5o/o tax. 
A~ilene Christian University seeks a Chairman for the 
H1story Department. Energetic and constructive lead
ership qualities are required. Ph.D. and broad teach
!ng, resc;arch and publication exr.erience (preferably 
m Amer1can History) are essentia . Position available 
F~ll, 1983. Send vita to Professor John L. Robinson, 
~96~;~ Department, Box 8210, Sta. ACU, Abilene, TX 

JOY BUSSES FOR SALE: 1960 International 22 pas
senger; 1960 Chevy 66 passenger; 196S GMC 40 
passenger. Call 1-509-882-2558 (days 8:00 to 5:00) or 
write to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 17, Grandview 
Washington 98930. ' 
"_Escondido, Southern California. 1.3 acres near lake, 
c1ty view, avocado orchard. Good investment for home 
site In exclusive area. Close to future church building 
and . surrounding property Is owned by Christians. 
Cons1derably under appraised value. $62,500.00 with 
$25,000.00 down. Call 619/74S-6953 or write Tom 
~~~~~.~~d, 183S Sunnyslope Terrace, Escondido, CA 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations in large northeast population area or a 
~ongregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
m same area that Is In need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Sagmaw, 
Texas 76179. 

FOR SALE: Roneo Electronic Stencil Cutter, Roneo 
Mimeograph (both less than two years old), 3MVQCIII 
CoP.ier all in excellent condition. Call 915, 643-2504 or 
wnte church of Christ, 900 Early Blvd., Early, Tx. 76801. 
Special price if buy all three 1tems. 
FOR SALE: Bible Call set up. 2 machines; 1 answering 
machine; over 250 tapes, both children and adult. 
$1,500.00, shipping paid In continental U.S. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 602, Brush, CO. 80723. (303) 
842-~655. 

INVIDSTIGA.TIDI The Firm ll'oDDdatloD 
trle. to •cnea advertldag, aDd wiD not 
kDowln~I'F take queftlonable advertlaiD&'o 
But lt .. the readezo'• reaponalbWtT to ID• 
veatlgate. Like aD)' other paper. we •ome
tlmea DDwlttlagly l'1lll aD unworthy ado 
AJI the old aa'J'Ins goe•, before TOD lllvut. 
lnve•tiJratel 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODID 

When you send In a list of new aubscrlp· 
tlons to tho ll'lna B'ouadatlon, please be 
auro each hu tho proper Zip Oode number 
after tho city and state. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Calf: 
(214) 526-7715 or write:. 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUSf 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 626-7716 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

POR.INfORMAnON CONTACl: 
DA VJD R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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want to get out of debt? 
Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt cont inue t o i ncr ease ? 

Wou l d you like to liquidat~ al l your debts, 
have a l arge r eserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

/Y/,en 2el 0116 
CH~ 6fiecialiJe 

.A66i61 ~ou 
ln fl>~eache~6 

Ca ll Ted Monroe 
(806) 744-3485 

HIS IMAGE 
Singers 

Left to right: Top-Deryl House-Tenor, 
Judy Stewart-Alto, Tommy Stewart-Bass
Director, T'!rry Dutton-Sop., Morris 
Webb-Tenor, Melody Jennings-Alto, 
Debbie Combest-Alto; Bottom- Larry 
Stewart-Bass, Mary Tucker-sop. 
Al l worship at Central Church of Ch rist, 
Tulia, Texas. 

Box 205, TU LIA, TEXAS 79088 
Phone (806) 995-4334 or 995·2561 
(No collect ca lls p lease) 
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1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock , Tx 79..01 

The Finest in Non-Instrumental Religious Music 
IN THE IMAGE OF GOD (A Capella) He Bore It All, D on't Scatter the Sheep, I'll Fly 
Away, Only A Shadow Between I, Beautiful Prayer, The Glory-Lord Way, Did you 
Repent, Fully Repent, The Love of God, My God and I, Home Of The Soul, H e is My 
Everything, My God is Real, Just A Little Talk With Jesus, God Bless You, Go With God. 
SING ME A SONG ABOUT JESUS (A Capella) All Things Bright and Beautiful, Sing 
And Be H appy, Flee As A Bird, The Lord Has Been Mindful of Me, Beautifu l Gleanjngs 
Bring, Lovest Thou Me More Than These, The Solemn Feast, I'm Building A Bridge 
Jesus is Coming Soon, Wonderful Grace of Jesus, If We Never Meet Again, If That 
Isn't Love, Give the World A Smile, Take My Hand, Precious Lord. 

Name ______________________________________________________ ___ 

Street or Box __________________________________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip-------------------------------------------------

NEW Record 8-Track Cassette Unit Price Price 

In The Image of God $7.00 
Sing Me A Song About Jesus $7.00 

Still Available 

Sing To Me of Heaven $7.00 

Victory in Jesus $7.00 

Go With God $7.00 

FF·82 Please add $1.25 Postage and Handlinl5--- ----

Payment required prior to delivery. TOTA,__ _ __ _ 
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PEPPERDINE HOSTS CHURCH LEADERS' WORKSHOP 

More than 400 were in attendance at the annual church lead
ers' workshop on the Pepperdine University campus in Mali
bu, California. Over 80 congregations were represented among 
the participants in the two-day event. Featured speakers were 
Bill New, Ray Fulenwider and Doug Parsons. 

Austin, Texas, January 4, 1983 
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Volume 100 

This copy of your Firm Foundation is numbered "Vol
ume 100, Number 1." That means that we are beginning 
our 100th year as a religious publication. Not many pa
pers last that long. In fact, the Firm Foundation is the 
only major publication in our brotherhood still being 
published on a weekly basis. 

Gospel papers have never been published as a money 
making venture. They all come into being for the good 
their publishers feel they are doing. Every one of them 
would cease publication immediately if profit were the 
motive. They teach. They make available information 
about what is going on in the world that is of interest to 
Christians. They furnish a medium for good causes to 
make-themselves known. They admonish. They promote 
good works. They help to develop a sense of brother
hood. They do everything they do in the interest of the 
Kingdom. There is hardly a congregation or an individual 
in the brotherhood who has not received blessing after 
blessing because gospel papers exist. 

Countless papers have died because of lack of support 
from those who benefitted from them. Doubtless some 
died because they did not deserve to live, but most of 
them did deserve support and didn't get it. What a sad 
state we would witness if our brotherhood had no papers. 

Rising costs-especially labor and postage-have driv
en many papers out of business. Some have sought to 
protect themselves by reducing the frequency of publica
tion. The Firm Foundation has, at least up until now, been 
able to make ends meet by sacrificing in other areas to 
keep the Firm Foundation coming to you every week. 

We feel that maintaining a weekly schedule is impor
tant. If our Lord saw fit to gather the saints on a weekly 
basis, and to command our contribution on a weekly 
basis, and established our remembrance of his death in 
the Supper every week, then it is important that the spir
itual food the Firm Foundation is committed to provide 
should be made available on a weekly basis. 

The sacrifices we make to keep the Firm Foundation 
coming to you ·every week are gladly made. It is fitting 
and right that those who benefit-whether individuals or 
congregations-reciprocate by helping to increase the 
number of people who benefit from reading the Firm 
Foundation. Elders would do well to send the Firm Foun
dation into the home of every family in the congrega-
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tion. You can hire a teaching minister full time to supple
ment the work of the local staff for 15¢ per family per 
week. In this age of high salaries, that's a bargain. 

We strive to fill every issue-every week-with whole
some spiritual food. And we try to balance the diet. We 
are not unmindful of the whitewash on our sepulchres, 
that on the inside are full of corruption and dead men's 
bones, and sometimes address ourselves to that. The 
prophets of old dealt with the Gomerish condition of Is
rael, out invariably pointed out that God's Hoseaic love 
could accept even that, provided the people could be 
persuaded to repent. The harvest of our reckless way
wardness can only be avoided by repentance. We often 
preach repentance. 

But of inestimable greater importance than all our sins 
is the fathomless, illimitable, unstrained love of God our 
Father. And we spend by far the greater portion of space 
in the Firm Foundation in a positive, optimistic, encour
aging vein. We teach the truth in love. The very cream of 
brotherhood thinking fills our pages each week with in
struction in righteousness. We draw from the successes 
of others encouragement for our own struggles. The Firm 
Foundation reflects an optimistic, healthy, Christian 
spirit. 

There is no way to circumvent God's inexorable law: 
If we sow the wind we will reap the whirlwind. If we sow 
good seeds we will reap a gracious harvest. The Firm 
Foundation seeks to plant seeds of unity rather than divi
sion. It seeks to build up rather than to tear down. It 
dares to stand for truth and right, as we see the right, 
even if we stand alone. It seeks to serve, even if there is 
no prospect of being served. It encourages a world vi
sion, and courage in leadership, and strengthens faith in 
every reader. We believe the Firm Foundation has a right 
to live because of the stand it takes. And we believe 
good brethren will support it. Becaues of what it stands 
for and what it teaches there ought to be a number of 
readers in every congregation, and church leaders ought 
to see that Christians at least have an opportunity to 
profit from it for a year. We approach the last year of our 
century of service to the church with the conviction that 
we are headed in the right direction. 

F~l FOUNDATION 
Reuel LemmoDs, Editor 
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I know of no Christians today who 
worry about mincing up small items of 
garden produce in view of giving a 
tithe of them to the Lord. Most of what 
we grow in our gardens ends up in the 
deep freeze. In Jesus' time, however 
the orthodox among his countrymen 
were very intent upon tithing small 
plants such as dill, mint, and cummin. 
Rabbinic tradition dictated that these 
almost valueless herbs be strictly tithed. 
In Jesus' criticism of the Jewish religi
ous leaders in Matthew 23:23, he cited 
this practice, and condemned his op
ponents' overwrought concern with 
"picky" details while neglecting "the 
weightier matters of the law." 

I do not believe Jesus even hinted 
that small matters may be neglected, 
AS LONG AS ONE IS CAREFUL ABOUT 
THE BIG THINGS FIRST. There is a 
human tendency, though, to haggle over 
issues of little consequence while for
getting justice, mercy, and faith. Our 
national constitution and legal authori
ties recognize the principle that some 
ethical responsibilities are 11JOre impor
tant than others. 

I know of a congregation in which 
the preacher addressed his audience for 
four straight weeks on the subject of 
"Versions of the Bible." Now that is a 
fine topic, and I suppose something 
needs to be said about it, but this 
particular flock was torn by division, 
the members hated each other, the 
teenagers were leaving the church as 
fast as they could manage, attendance 
was hitting rock bottom, in short-the 
place was filled with spiritual death.' 
Yet the preacher had taken it upon him
self to set the brotherhood straight 
about versions of the Bible. It was his 
crusade, and a matter of heaven-or-hell 
importance. The congregation knew all 
there was to know about versions, but 
their love and influence for Christ were 
close to zero. 

Why are we so quick to engage in 
questionable journalism, slander, and 
"disfellowshipping" over matters that 
really should be left in the arena of 
opinion and expediency? We must not 
cannonize our culture, our opinions, our 
politics, nor our commentaries and inter
pretations, not if we truly are a "back-

PAULISOM 

to-the-Bible" movement. Surely, we are 
not serious when we place the ques
tion of whether or not to build a kitchen 
or gymnasium into our meetinghouse 
architecture on the same level with the 
deity, atonement, or resurrection of 
Christ! There are too many walls and 
not enough bridges. The list of reasons 
to disfellowship somebody seems to en
large weekly. Have we come so far in 
this movement that we try to claim 
that we have mastered Christ's central 
teachings and his mission for the 
church? 

We need to practice what we preach 
in our maxims. Let us continually re
affirm Rupertius Meldinius' famous line: 
"In essentials unity; in non-essentials 
liberty; in all things charity." The ques
tion then arises, "What is essential?" 
Let us be realistic. Can any two people 
agree about everything all the time? If 
total agreement in every area is what 
we demand, then we will be like the 
man who proclaimed that only he and 
his son were worthy of heaven, and he 
was not too sure about his son! Has our 
movement ever been guilty of remain
ing silent where the Bible speaks, but 
quite vociferous in areas upon which 
the scriptures do not touch? 

May I suggest, with respect, that we 
might find a key to unity in a search 
for answers to the question, "What mat
ters are emphasized by the Bible?" A 
matter that is at the very heart of bibli
cal religion is more important than 
something the book of God does not 
even discuss! The emphasis· of our mes
sage must equal the emphasis of the 
Bible. I am not only bound by the words 
of the Bible; I am also bound by the 
Bible's scale of values. Just as the sun 
lights and warms our corner of the solar 
system, so the further the church drifts 
from the light of the SON, the colder 
and gloomier things get. Whenever the 
church teaves Jesus, the center of its 
life and hope, and begins to dabble in 
trivia, then the body goes stale, since it 

. is cut off from its Head, and fratricide 
begins. 

Again, I am not suggesting that there 
are subjects in the Bible that are too 
insignificant for discussion. Perhaps we 
need to ask what is in the Bible, and 

what is not; we also need to place the 
same emphasis the Bible places on a 
given topic. Some people see all doc
trines, ideas, or principles as being of 
equal value. Question the least matter, 
and their entire belief system is threat
ened. If we have the truth, why should it 
bother us if someone sincerely asks 
questions? What kind of faith calls upon 
me to condemn my brother at the drop 
of a hat? How many issues have we 
faced in the history of this movement 
for which dividing the church of God 
were worth? 

The religious leaders of jesus' day 
were very careful about much that jesus 
judged to be sanctified minutia. I really 
fear that some of my brethren would be 
at a loss for something to do if there 
was no "current brotherhood issue." It 
is hard to be a peacemaker, but we need 
more of them. We are going to have to 
determine what is essential, and stick 
to that. I am not the arbiter of what is 
essential and what is not. The Bible 
stresses certain things; so must I. I sug
gest that we find out what our Father 
considers essential, preach those things, 
and bury the other matters forever. In 
my preaching and teaching, I cannot 
conscientiously dispute matters that go 
unmentioned in the Bible. If there is no 
scriptural information on a topic, then I 
must not bind my inferences or specula
tions upon another person. Surely this 
principle is at the very heart of the 
restoration of New Testament Chris
tianity. 

The jewish leaders of the First Century 
were very concerned to tithe the very 
smallest garden herbs. While their chop
ping knives hacked away, needy stom
achs went empty, heavy burdens were 
bound on mens' backs, grace was sub
merged in a sea of regulations, and nit
picking arguments tore the leadership 
of Israel while the nation marched to
ward the disaster of 70 A.D. The extent 
of their depravity was culminated in 
the corrupt trial and lynching of the 
Son of God. Is the body of Christ being 
choped to pieces along with the mint, 
the dill and the cummin? 

(1 01 Dow Drive, Shelbyville, Tenn. 
37160). 
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The Church Leaders' Workshop at Pepperdine 
JERRY RUSH FORD 

Over 400 Christians from more than 80 congregations were 
drawn tp the Malibu campus of Pepperdine University to at
tend the annual Church Leaders' Workshop. Centered around 
the ministry programs of two Texas congregations, the work
shop was designed to challenge the participants with a work
able strategy for church growth. 

The workshop theme was " Richland Hills- Can It Happen 
Here?" Richland Hills, a congregation in Fort Worth, Texas, 
has been the catalyst for a new ministry system that is being 
implemented in many congregations across the brotherhood. 
This approach to ministry has given new l ife to the role of dea
cons and has resu l ted in dramatic growth and dynamic in
volvement within the loca l church. 

Richland Hills, fo r nine years at a plateau of 800 to 900 
members, grew to 2,000 members in less than f ive years. Bill 
New, one of the elders, and Ray Fulenwider, one of the min
isters, were two of the speakers on the Pepperdine program. 
New spoke on "How Elders Can Shepherd and Deacons Can 
Serve," and Fulenwider addressed the topic of "Train the Peo
ple to Minister." 

Another growing congregation is the Golf Course Road 
Church in Midland, Texas. This church attributes much of its 
growth to a " Welcome Home" program that confronts the 
needs of church seekers and former members who have 
strayed away. Doug Parsons, the preacher at Golf Course 
Road, spoke at the Pepperdine workshop on " Welcome 
Home: Attracting the Church Seeker." 

During the opening session of the workshop, eighty-four 

Doug Parsons of Midland, Texas, addresses the opening-night 
crowd in Elkins Auditorium. 

4 

year old Clarence M. Smith was honored for his many years of 
service to the Palm Avenue Church of Christ in Fresno, Califor
nia. Brother Smith has lived in Fresno for over seventy-five 
years. His family moved to that city in 1907, and he later be
came a charter member of the Palm Avenue church family. He 
served as a deacon and an elder in the Palm Avenue church 
for over fifty years. For the past sixteen years he has also 
served as the senior saints minister in the Palm Avenue church, 
and he continues to serve in that ministry. 

Clarence Smith's daughters are faithful members of the 
Palm Avenue church, and his son is an elder in the Alvin Drive 
Church of Christ in Salinas. During his long years of service as 
an elder, brother Smith has been actively involved in the sup
port of missionaries in Japan, Germany, Poland, Italy, Spain, 
Mexico, Canada, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Brazil. In 
addition, he has served on the Board of Director of Hanford 
Home for Senior Saints in Hanford, Californ ia, and as a t rustee 
of the Yosemite Bible Camp in Oakhurst, California. 

One of his colleagues said: " Clarence M. Smith has served 
the people in Fresno and surrounding communities for over 
sixty yea rs, and he is loved and respected by people in all 
walks of life. His reputation and character are well known in 
the San joaquin Valley." Pepperdine University is proud to 
honor the contribu tions of men l ike Clarence M. Smi th . Along 
with a grateful brotherhood in the San Joaquin Valley, we sa
lute you, Brother Smith! 

Pepperdine University, Mal ibu, Calif. 

Dr. Howard A. White, president of Pepperdine University, pre
sents an honorary award to Clarence M. Smith of Fresno. Look
ing on are Smith's wi fe and children and Chancellor M. Norvel 
Young of Pepperdine. 
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A Sermon from a Wheel Chair RAY REED 

Good morning .... 
My name is Ray Reed. I was born 

June 6, 1950, here in Portales, N.M. 
Since I was a little baby I have had cere
bral palsy. This makes it difficult for me 
to talk and control my muscles. But it 
hasn't affected my hearin~, vision, or 
thinking. 

For many years I've been coming to 
this congregation and patiently listen
ing to others speak-but now it's my 
turn. Larry has agreed to help me com
municate with you by loaning me ·his 
voice. Everything that I say today is my 
idea which he has discovered by asking 
me a lot of questions. For example, he 
would say, "Ray what subject do you 
want to discuss?" If I wanted to talk 
about Depression, he would say, "Does 
it begin with an A?" I would close my 
first indicating, "No." "A B?" "No." "A 
C?" "No." 'How about a D? When he 
came to the right letter, I would touch 
my finger to my thumb like this. That 
means "Yes." If I had two ideas to dis
cuss I would hold up two fingers like 
this. 

Sometimes it takes quite a while, but 
larry was always able to figure out what 
I was thinking. When he finished writ
ing out the final version of the sermon 
he read it back to me word for word 
and asked me how much of it was what 
I wanted to say this morning. "80%? 
90%? 100% ?" I told him it was 100% 
what I wanted to say! 

I'm glad to be chosen as the last 
speaker in our series on the book of 
Ephesians. I have really enjoyed what 
Gary, Steve, Grover, David, and Debs 
had to say. But now I want you to turn 
with me to Ephesians 6. Look especially 
at verse 14. Paul says, "Stand firm, I say. 
Buckle on the belt of truth; for armor 
put on integrity; let the shoes on your 
feet be the gospel of peace." Paul is 
telling us that we ought to use our feet 
-to Walk wtih God. That is what I 
would like to share with you this 
morning. I want to tell you about my 
walk with God. . 

Maybe you think it is unusual that I 
would choose the topic of My Walk 
wtih God. After all, as you can see I am 
in a wheelchair. But I want you to know 
that there are many ways that one can 
walk with God ... even if you're in a 
wheel chair. 

First, I walk with God in order to know 
him better. 

In other words I try to learn more 

Ray Reed is a cerebral Palsey victim. 
He cannot talk, but has devised a sys
tem through which he communicates. 
Ray sat on the podium in his wheel 
chair not long ago, and through the tape 
recorded voice of Larry Bradshaw over 
the loud speaker system "preached" 
this sermon. It was worked out with 
countless questions, painstakingly and 
thorough, until it represented Ray's 
thinking exactly. It was a moving expe
rience. -Steve Eckstein 

about God so that where I am and what 
I am doing allows me to be with God. 
I have learned to study about God. 
Many of you have come to my room and 
read from the Bible to me. This helps 
me to learn more about God. I have 
taken several classes here at the Bible 
Chair and this has greatly helped me to 
learn more about God. 

Also I have learned about how God 
loves me by seeing those around me 
who have continued to love me. I am 
thinking of my mother and my sister 
lois. In them I have learned more about 
the love of God than you can imagine. 

I see the love of God in those of you 
who take the time to come and see me 
or to write to me. I have a great big box 
of cards and letters-many of them from 
you-in my room under my TV set. 

If I had a V-8 engine on my wheel 
chair I would come and visit all of you. 
Sometimes it gets real lonely at the 
hospital when nobody comes to see me. 
Sometimes I even get a little ticked off 
when people don't come to see me. But 
when they do, I can see in them ... 
more of the love of God. 

Now that I have told rou about my 
walk with God-a spiritua walk, I would 
like to tell you about something else that 
Paul mentions in the sixth chapter of 
Ephesians. look at verse 18. Paul says, 
"Give yourselves wholly to prayer and 
pray on every occasion in the power of 
the Spirit." 

This second point that I want to make 
is that I not only can walk with God, I 
Can Talk with God. 

Paul says we should pray about every
thing. And I believe that is exactly what 
Paul meant. I try to pray when I am 
happy and when I am sad. I even pray 
when I get mad. One thing about it. I 
don't pray out loud like you do. I pray 
in my mind. This is an advantage. Be
cause I am never tempted to pray so 
that man can hear what I say. No man 
has ever heard my prayer ... And God 
has never failed to hear my prayer. 
Don't get me wrong. I don't pray 24 
hours a day. But anytime is a good time 
to pray. 

let me share with you a few of the 
things I pray for. I pray for God to heal 
me from cerebral palsy. For as long as 
I can remember I have prayed that 
prayer. So far, God hasn't healed me. 
But I'm going to keep on praying. May
be you think that I ought not to pray for 
that-but if you were in a wheel chair, 
don't you think you'd pray for healing. 
You bet your life you would. 

Secondly I pray thanking God for my 
many blessings such as having friends 
and family who love me. It's true that I 
am handicapped, but I have the same 
blessing that all of you do-a Blessed 
Saviour Who Loves Me. How could any
one be more blessed than that? 

Another blessing which I have is that 
God forgives me just like he forgives 
each of you. There is no such thing as 
being handicapped in one's ability to 
receive God's grace. 

I live in the same free country that 
you do. I have some of the same mate
rial blessings that you do, such as a nice 
home, a stereo, a color TV, and a new 
set of steel belted radials on my wheel 
chair. 

I wish everyone could experience the 
deep joy of talking with God. 

Sometimes we don't appreciate the 
things we have. larry read me a story 
about Helen Keller, the lady who was 
both blind and deaf. I wanted to share 
it with you, because it shows how rich 
and blessed her life was-even though 
she was handicapped. Let me read what 
she wrote one time: 

"Recently I was visited by a very good 
friend who had just returned from a 
walk in the woods, and I asked her 
what she had observed. "Nothing in 
particular," she replied. I might have 
been incredulous had I not been accus
tomed to sue~ responses, for long ago 1 
~ecame convmced that the seeing see 
little. How was it possible, I asked my
self, to walk for an hour through the 
woods and see nothing worthy of note? 
I who cannot see, find hundreds of 
things to interest me through mere 
touch. I feel the delicate symmetry of 
a leaf. I pass my hands lovingly about 
the smooth skin of a silver birch, or the 
rough shaggy bark of a pine. In Spring 
! touch the branches of trees hopefully 
m sear~h . of a bud, the first sign of 
awakenmg Nature after her winter's 
sleep. I feel the delightful, velvety tex
ture of a flower, and discover its remark
able convolutions; and something of the 
miracle of Nature is revealed to me. 
Occasionally, if I am very fortunate, 1 
place my hand gently on a small tree 
and feel the happy quiver of a bird in 
full song. I am delighted to have the 
cool waters of a brook rush through my 
open fingers. To me a lush carpet of 
pme needles or spongy grass is more 
welcome than the most luxurious 
Persian rug. To me the pageant of sea
sons is a thrilling and unending drama, 
the action of which streams through my 
finger tips. 

At times my heart cries out with 
longing to see all these things. If I can 
get so much pleasure from mere touch, 
how much more beauty must be re
vealed by sight. Yet, those who have 
eyes apparently see little. The pano
rama of color and action which fills the 
world is taken for granted. It is human 
perhaps to appreciate little that which 
we have and to long for that which we 
have not, but it is a great pity that in the 
world of I ight the gift of sight is used 
only as a mere convenience rather than 
as a means of adding fullness to life." 

When I think of Helen Keller-unable 
to see and unable to hear, I begin to 
count my blessings. 

Finally, I want you to look at verse 
22. Paul says I am sending Tychius to 
"Put fresh heart in you." I think he 
means he wants· to give them a boost, 
to cheer them up. And that brings me 
to my third point. I want to share with 
you how I go with God in order to avoid 
depression. 

(Continued on page 11) 

5 



Restoration Not Reformation ADRON DORAN 

The terms reform and restore were 
not clearly enough defined in their 
usage by the religious pioneers for them 
to distinguish between what they re
ferred to as a Reformation and a Restora
tion. The leaders of the "first genera
tion" of the American Restoration 
Movement used the terms interchang
ably, as they used the titles Christian 
church and Church of Christ along with 
the names Disciples and Christians in
discriminately. Most historians today as
sociate the term reformation with the 
European movement and the term 
restoration with the American move
ment. 

Dictionaries give shades of difference 
in the meaning of reform and restore. 
Reformation is "a designation of a move
ment that has brought about many 
revolutionary amendments or improve
ments in J110ral or religious practices 
•.. and an attempt to remove abuses, 
correct corrupt practices or to make 
changes for the better." Restoration is 
''a designation of a movement to return 
to an original state or to a prime condi
tion as after depletion or exhaustion." 

The church of Jesus Christ was estab
lished on the Day of Pentecost in Jeru
salem in 33 A.D. In spite of the warnings 
of the apostles during the first century 
and the pleadings of the writers during 
the next two centuries, the church began 
its full-fledged apostacy with the adop
tion of the· Nicene Creed under Cons
tantine in 325 A.D. 

By the late 1400's great scholars such 
as Martin Luther, John Calvin, John 
Knox, John Huss and Ulrich Zwingli be
came disenchanted with the corrupt 
practices of the apostate church and 
sought to reform its beliefs and proce
dures. They attacked the organization, 
doctrine and practices· of the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church. It is doubtful 
that any of them intended to go farther 
than instigate the process of reforma
tion. They had little or no intent of 
breaking away from the establishment 
but were merely bent on reforming the 
many things to whic~ they objected. 

However, the reformers brought the 
Bible into focus in their efforts to prove 
that the beliefs and practices of the 
New Testament church had been per
verted. They saw no choice open to them 
but to remain in the Catholic church 
other than adopt infidelity or paganism. 
The efforts of Luther and his associates 
did little to reform the Roman church 
but what they did resulted in the forma
tion of various religious denominations. 

The decision of Henry VIII of England 
to abandon the Catholic church was 
prompted by an entirely different mo
tive. He wanted to divorce his wife 
Catherine and marry Anne Boleyn. The 
pope in Rome would not grant the 
divorce, so King Henry ordered parlia
ment to grant his divorce and declare 
him to be head of the Church of En
gland (Episcopal). 

The early American religious leaders 
were now faced with the confusion and 
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futility of endeavoring to reform the 
denominations born of the European 
Reformation. They were also troubled 
over the question of which religious 
group with which to identify. Strong 
efforts were made by these pioneers to 
purify and reform the groups in which 
they found themselves. They endeavored 
to _.reform t~e practices of the Presby
terrans, Bapt1sts and Methodists. just as 
their counterparts had endeavored to 
reform the Catholic church years before. 
Most of the leaders thought of them
selves as reformers but finally reached 
the point that they had to break away 
from the mainline churches and devote 
themselves to restoring the gospel and 
the rule of faith and practice of the 
New Testament church. 

The concept of restoration dates back, 
at least, to Benjamin Grosvenor (1676-
1758)· a Separatist Presbyterian preacher 
in London. He wrote a book of sermons 
in 1728 which he called "An Essay On 
The Name Christian." In all probability 
his writings influenced David Caldwell 
who had access to Grosvenor's writings 
while a student at Princeton. Barton 
W. Stone and Rice Haggard may have 
seen the first ray of light on accepting 
the name Christian from Caldwell and 
William Tennent. This particular strain 
of Presbyterian revivalists in London 
and Glasgow must have deeply influ
enced the thinking toward restoration 
instead of reformation. 

The restorers were they who identi
fied general principles by which they 
measured and governed their move
ment with little or no understanding of 
the effects of applying these principles 
to specific practices. On the other hand 
the reformers made their attack on spe
cific practices without regard to any 
general principles. The principles of the 
Restoration Movement enunicated by 
the leaders finally lead them into recog
nition of the fact that they must deal 
with specifics and the reformers found 
the need to formulate a set of general 
principles by which their reforms could 
be directed and measured. 

Thomas Campbell stated sound and 
irrefutable principles in his "Declaration 
and Address" of 1809, without realizing 
their implications when applied to the 
specific practices of the Presbyterian 
church which was governed by the 
Westminister Confession of Faith or the 
Baptist church governed by the Phila
delphia Confession of Fatih. Robert 
Richardson wrote in Memories of Alex
ander Campbell: 

"Neither Thomas Campbell himself, 
however, nor those associated with 
him had a full conception of all that 
was involved in these principles. They 
only felt that the religious intolerance 
of the times had itself become in
tolerable, and that a Reformation was 
imperiously demanded." 

Alexander Campbell began to ques
tion statements made by his father in 
principle. Young Campbell asked, "in 

what passage or portion of the inspired 
oracles could he find a precept or an 
expressed precedent for the baptism or 
sprinkling of infants in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit?" On june 
12, 1812 when the Campbells gathered 
on the banks of Buffalo Creek to be bap
tized both Alexander and Thomas made 
speeches. Thomas stated that he had 
been a pseudo-Baptist preacher for 
many years and had no idea that when 
he decided to take the Bible alone as the 
rule of faith and practice that it would 
lead him to such a crucial choice. Thus 
the Campbells and their followers 
moved from the position of merely pro
claiming the principles of restoration to 
that of applying the specifics of the New 
Testament order to their own fives. 

"Raccoon" John Smith, Samuel Rog
ers, Barton Stone, John T. Johnson, 
Jacob Creath and John Rogers seem to 
have made their attacks on the specific 
practices of the Baptist and Presbyterian 
churches in an effort to reform them 
without reference to general restoration 
princ!ples. They_ attacked the specific 
practices of human creeds, requirement 
of an experience as evidence of conver
sion, purpose of baptism and the ob
servance of the Lord's Supper. Smith 
protested against leaving the Baptist As
sociation until he and the Montgomery 
County (Ky) churches for which he 
preached were expelled. 

The situations in which the restorers 
and the reformers were involved pre
sented a very strange phenomenon in
_deed. Barton Stone was preaching at 
Georgetown, John T. Johnson was 
preaching at Great Crossing, and John 
Rogers was preaching at Carlisle. These 
three conceived the idea that the "Stone 
movement" and the "Campbell move
ment" were so nearly alike in their ef
forts at reformation and restoration that 
they should become one people. The 
union meeting held in Georgetown (Ky) 
during Christmas 1831 was followed by 
the 1832 New Year's meeting in Lexing
ton (Ky). The efforts to bring about a 
reformation were now joined with the 
efforts to bring about a restoration of 
the New Testament system, and the two 
became one and the same. The con
gregations of Presbyterians which had 
identified with the Stone Christian con
nection united forces with the Baptist 
churches which had identified with the 
Carnpbell reformed churches. Hence
forth the total thrust was directed to
~ard restoring the gospel, re-establish
mg the New Testament church and 
accepting. the scriptures as the only 
rule of fa1th and practice. The principles 
of the restoration movement became 
tangible in their application to the 
unity, faith and practices of the church. 

By 1850 many of the congregations 
which had pledged themselves to "speak 
where the scriptures speak and remain 
silent where the scriptures are silent" 
began to accept innovative practices, 
notably among them were instruments 
of ~~sic in w~rship and the missionary 
soc1et1es. Damel Sommer in his "Sand 
Creek Address" delivered on Sunday 

(Continued on page 11) ' 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 4, 1983 



How Are the Candlesticks in Your Area? 
GLOVER SHIPP 

Throughout the land we are hearing of some churches de
clining and disappearing, at times into mergers that often 
result in a continued declining membership. As one church 
leader in a metropolitan area noted: 

Merging has not worked out in this area. The two or 
three that. tried it (soon found) that it wouldn't be long 
before those that merged would end up smaller than the 
larger one involved in the merger. 

He goes on to say that at least one church building is being 
closed each year in his area and predicts that only one tenth 
of the seventy congregations in this metropolitan region will 
survive the next ten or fifteen years! If this is true in other 
major areas of church concentration, then Churches of Christ 
are in serious trouble, at least in our large cities. In the words 
of Revelation 2:5, it appears that many local candlesticks are 
being removed from their place, for no valid spiritual reason, 
except that of lack of dedicated vision. 

From another large metropolitan area comes this observa
tion: 

I do not believe that there is a predominantly white 
congregation in (our area) which is larger today than it 
has ever been in the past. Some of the recent mergers 
have resulted in new congregations which in themselves 
are growing ... But I don't believe that any of those has 
grown to the point where the merged work is larger than 
the combined membership of the two (or three) congre
gations two decades ago. 

Same Story Emerges 
Here, then, we see the same story emerging. Many congre

gations in the large cities of our land are no larger than they 
were in the 1950's or 1960's and mergers have generally not 
brought about the solid growth expected. Mac Lynn writes 
from Harding Graduate School that today there seems to be 
little dramatic change in any direction, as far as real vitality in 
the churches is concerned. He adds: 

Many church leaders appear to be concerned about the 
lack of genuine progress. Several have had Yeakley, Schu
bert, or Beauchamp for a workshop, but there has been 
little outward change. 

In the several major centers (Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, Nashville, Memphis, Detroit and 
Atlanta) specifically researched on church growth, the picture 
is pretty much the same: Stagnation on the p"art of all but a 
few individual churches, these generally large and led by vi
sionary elders. Few churches, even the largest in our brother
hood, are baptizing more than 100 persons, including children 
of the members, per year. In many cases it is taking fifty to a 
hundred members to reach even one soul for Christ! 

Although there are some happy exceptions to this malady 
of "at ease in Zion," the church does not seem to be prosper-

ing spiritually and numerically as it should, especially in the 
major metropolitan centers of our nation. Mike Armour, an 
astute observer of urban church growth, gives us this incisive 
statement on the ·church and the urban scene: 

I would say that the great growth challenge facing the 
church today is that the Restoration Movement has not 
yet learned how to take a city. Today the Churches of 
Christ are numerically strong only in those cities in which 
they grew up with the town ... but we are yet to go into 
a larger burgeoning city, plant a virgin work and experi
ence long term growth. Compounding that problem is 
that we have not found a way to maintain momentum in 
a congregation when the neighborhood changes its 
ethnic mix. 

What This Says 
Now, what does this say to us in our rapidly urbanizing, 

mixed-ethnic nation of the 1980's? First, it says that we still 
basically look at the church, its nature and work, with a largely 
rural/small town mentality. We imbibe deeply of the rationale 
of Augustine, the Puritans and our own Restoration history. 
These spiritual forebears looked on the city as something evil 
and to be avoided. In our times such a view of the city has 
been further advanced by jacques Ellul and Harvey Cox, 
among others who see the city as wholly secular. 

Lost: A New Testament Principle 
In this process of partial rejection of our major cities, as cen

ters for intensive evangelism, we have lost a major New Testa
ment principle about cities: The Apostle Paul devoted his 
Christian lifetime to the greatest urban thrust ever undertaken. 
He went first and foremost to the trade centers of his day, 
where he built up a strong nucleus and from it, the Word then 
spread along trade routes to other cities. Thus, from the key 
city of Ephesus, "all Asia heard the Word of the Lord" (Acts 
19:1 0). Later on we find all of the Seven Churches of Asia 
(Rev. 2-3) located on the circular trade route of the province. 

Trimmed Candlesticks 
Let us learn a lesson from the Seven Churches. Let us trim 

our candlesticks, in every city of our land. Let us return to 
burning brightly in both doctrine and zeal for souls, before 
our candlesticks are removed forever from their place. Let us, 
as Paul, establish strong evangelistic bases in all of our large 
cities, and from them, reach out to every surrounding town. 
Let us cease, definitively, to flee the ethnic changes about us. 
Rather, let us be the great, dynamic New Testament church for 
all peoples, in the very heart of our hurting cities. The time is 
long past when we can be rural and provincial in our thinking. 
Today's world calls for a new kind of New Testament church; 
a new Antioch or Ephesus, to penetrate our cities with the 
Gospel. 

Bello Horizonte, Brazil 
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Commitment to Evangelism ROGER DICKSON 

It is one thing to recognize an im
perative. It is another thing to have a 
commitment to it. We must have a com
mitment to our cause ancl a commitment 
to use what is in our hand to accomplish 
that cause. The archives of Christianity 
are loaded with a host of good ideas and 
intentions that were relegated there be
cause no one was committed to their 
use. 

One thing that has always amazed me 
concerning the evangelists of the New 
Testament is the extent of their com
mitment. I believe that the modern 
church in general has lost to some ex
tent the tru e spi rit of commitment. In a 
society of indifference and mediocrity, 
what would one expect. "Perfect atten
dance" and "good contribution" have 
been used so long as signals for com
mitment that they have become me
chanical signs of an inward death. Our 
responsibi l ity as Christians is to attend 
and contribute. But the Sacred Scrip
tures place a far greater signal of com
mitment on the shoulders of Christians 
than this. We must restore first century 
commitment. In capturing the spirit of 
fi rst commitment we will captivate souls 
for our Savior. 

The first missionaries were " men that 
have hazarded their lives for the name 

Walking or Wandering? 
They should have been awestruck 

there in the Desert of Sinai. They had 
experienced the power of God in very 
plain l ife-saving acts of parting waters, 
defeating armies, bread and quail. From 
the mountain had come Moses with a 
covenant from God and they had said, 
"yes, we will keep the covenant." A vow 
to God if you please. To be the people 
of God is their destiny and to be any
thing else will be disaster. 

"You've been around this mountain 
long enough," God said, " break camp 
and go." So they left on the march to 
their destiny. It is God's will that they go 
to the new land and claim it, "see, I have 
given you this land" (Deuteronomy 1 :8), 
and be his kingdom of Priests to all 
nations. In a few days they get to the 
edge of the land. It's there and they 
know what the will of God is, but they 
start sounding so modern. It must have 
been in a "Business Meeting" when 
they were discuss ing taking the land and 
some dear brother suggested a "Com
mittee" to research if the possibilities 
are really there and if we can really 
take the land. So they appointed a com
mittee choosing one from each tribe 
so there wouldn't be any hurt feelings 
one supposes. The Lord's will was known 
and he'd even pu t it in the present 
tense, "See, I have given you this land," 
but the Research Committee, doing the 
feasibility study, came back with the 
only logical report any human cou ld 
have given. They were right too. When 
the rea l will of God is known, we can' t 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ." They were 
men who knew that all who "would live 
godly in Christ jesus shall suffer per
secution." But it seemed that the fact 
made I ittl e difference concerning their 
"going forth." Paul walked in the 
shadow of death. And He walked not 
there ignorantly, for the Holy Spirit, he 
said, "testifieth unto me in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide 
me." "But," said he, " I hold not my 
life of any account as dear un to myse lf, 
so that I may accomplish my course, 
and the ministry which I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God." On another occasion 
Paul told the Ceasearean church, "What 
do ye, weeping and breaking my heart? 
for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem fo r the name 
of the Lord Jesus." This is the epitome 
of commitment. 

The Lord had sign ified the above re
sult of comm itment unto those first 
disciples. The world would hate them 
because Jesus chose them out of the 
world. Their choice to serve the Lord 
wi th commitment meant that being a 
l iving sermon they would condemn the 
wickedness of the world. That' s what 
wou ld bring the persecution . But that 

(Continued on page 12) 

RICHARD HALL 

do it. It is impossible. But he had already 
given it to them if they wou ld walk in. 
Walk they did too. Away and out of the 
wi ll of God for forty years until a new 
generation was raised up who would 
walk in. Every time God's people say no 
to the will of God he raises up those 
who will. 

They spent forty years, a life time, 
wandering, without purpose, in the 
wilderness, grumbling, griping, com
plaining, and dying. (It's beginning to 
sound like a lot of churches isn't it?) 
They were angry, rebellious, jealous, divi
sive, and one imagines that the spiritual 
leaders tried their best to make thei r 
church go better. Some even suggested, 
" if we cou ld just get the right man." 
They were suffering real guilt. They 
were not doing and being what they 
were meant to do and be. They were to 
go into the land and became a kingdom 
of priests to all peoples. They said, 
" no," so they were feeling gui lty and 
taking it out on each other. 

It's also true of congregations. There 
are some who wonder why churches fuss 
and fight all the time, but there is a 
rather evident answer. Those churches 
whose people complain, gripe, divide, 
and feud are those who are guilty of the 
sin of Israel. The church exists, not to 
provide a place of worship, keep the kids 
off the street, or keep people busy, but 
to be God's kingdom of Priests to all 
people. Making and growing disciples is 
what the church is about. We ca ll it 
evange lism. When a church is not doing 

Shall Kings Chase Fleas? 
JOE WRAPE 

If you w ill read chapters 22-24 of I 
Samue l, you w ill fi nd Saul is seeking 
David's life. However, the time came 
when David gained the upperhand and 
could have taken Saul's life. David 
merely drew his sword and cut off Saul's 
skirt. David is made ashamed of that 
which he has done to his Lord, jehovah's 
anointed. Then David uttered those 
words unto Saul, "After whom docst 
thou pursue? After a dead dog, after a 
flea." Thus my thought, shall kings chase 
fleas? 

In the book of Revelation, we are 
called kings and priests of God, and it 
seems to me that we have been chasing 
fleas. For example: orphan homes, lo
cated preachers, versions of the Bible, 
revivals, campaigns, or just gospel meet
ings, splitting the worship services, and 
whether to use " Thee" and "Thou" 
w hen talking to God. Is it wrong to sing 
during the Lord's supper; and the list 
could go on and on. 

It seems that while we've been chas
ing all these fleas the devi l has been 
busy also. Many congregations have 
become cold, lukewarm, indifferent, 
dwindling in membership, li feless and 
dead. I am reminded of the church in 
Sard is, where the angel said unto th em, 
"Thou has a name that thou livest and 
thou art dead." The angel continued, 
"Be thou watchfu l, and establish the 
things that remain, which were ready to 
die: for I have found no works of th ine 
perfected before my God." 

Rather than chasing all those fleas, we 
need to become evangelistic in nature; 
sound in doctrine; spiritual in our wor
ship, faithful in our service, and loving 
in our relationsh ip to one another. 

May God help us to become the sav
ing influence that sa lt is to have. May 
he help us to dispel the darkness by 
lett ing ou r light shine and to save that 
which is perishing. Selah! 
749 Burkshire Dr., Corpus Christi, Tx 
78412 

that, when every ministry doesn't work 
toward that, when the members cannot 
be involved in using their gifts in some 
ministry that points directly to that, 
when the emphasis is selfishly inward 
and the leadership only tries to keep 
th em busy, then that church will suffer 
gu ilt. This guilt will be shown in divi
siveness, complaining and apathy. 

How do we get more unity? Be wholly 
evangel istic. Never say "no" when God 
opens a door fo r evangelism. Never say 
no because we can' t afford it, it's too 
different, we' re too small, and etc., etc. 
When we say " no" to the will of God 
two things wi ll happen. We w ill wander 
around in our own wilderness of discord 
and God wil l raise up a people who will 
say "yes." 

Are you walking or wandering? 

1701 West Main Street, Medford, Ore
gon 97501 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Bob Harrison of Waurika, Oklahoma, writes of another 
teaching method this week using .the columns of the weekly 
newspaper in a community. Those interested further can write 
Bro. Harrison at 211 E. 8, Waurika, Oklahoma 73573.-Leonard 
Mullens, P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Good News in the Newspaper 
BOB HARRISON 

Do you like to hear good news? Then you and I have 
something in common because I look forward to hearing 
good news anytime! Bad news is always depressing and 
there are times that we have to face and deal with bad 
news. But, I'm glad that good news is what I can hear 
most of the time. 

This column is going to be a GOOD NEWS column. 
I'm not going to fill it with depressing news. We can get 
enough of that by what the news media reports. I'm in
terested in the good news of the life we live. 

For example, here's good news for you. "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel; for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth ... " (Rom. 1 :16). 
The word "gospel" means good news. So this verse is 
saying that any good news from God is found in God's 
Book-The Bible! Aren't you glad that God has some 
good news for us in a depressing, unhappy world!? 

Be looking for some good news every week in this col
umn. There is more good news to report than we some
times think! So, if you want to find encouragement from 
good news, read this column weekly. 

So began our first "Good News" article in the Waurika
News-Democrat three years ago this month (April, 1979). 

This idea came from reading· and studying John 4, the 
Samaritan woman who met jesus at the well and from an in
depth study of the parables of jesus. How did jesus get peo
ple's attention? Not by preaching to them, but by taking 
something they were familiar .with and giving it a heavenly 
meaning (we call that a parable). If Jesus were walking the 
roads of America today I believe he would still teach the same 
way. 

What has been the reception to this kind of weekly article? 
We have acquired a wide reading audience, some of whom 
read no other religious material; who follow the article faith
fully every week. The church is getting weekly advertising at a 
very low cost and people are seeing for themselves how fas
cinating the Bible is. Directly, we know of one baptism and 
one restoration, plus several free Bibles and free Bible Corre
spondence Courses have been handed out. 

Jesus concludes his evangelistic outreach in Samaria with a 
lesson to the disciples, John 4:31-38-

"lf I alone bear witness of Myself, My testimony is not 
true. There is another who bears witness of Me, and I 
know that the testimony which He bears of Me is true. 
You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the 
truth. But the witness which I receive is not from man, but 
I say these things that you may be saved. He was the lamp 
that was burning and was shining and you were willing 
to rejoice for a while in his light. But the witness which I 
have is greater than that of John; for the works which the 
Father has given Me to accomplish, the very works that I 

do, bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. And 
the Father who sent Me, He has born.e witness of Me. You 
have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His 
form. And you do not have His word abiding in you, for 
you do not believe Him whom He sent." 

His point? There can be a harvest! Through our weekly 
newspaper articles we are sowing some seed so God can give 
us that harvest! 

"You can lead a horse to water but you can't make him 
drink" is still true, even with souls who are thirsty for "the liv
ing water." Through weekly newspaper articles we are just 
trying to get people to see there is living water and where it 
is. And That's Good News!! 

What Is Bible Study? GARRELL J. KIDD 

What is Bible study? No doubt ·many answers and defini
tions could be given. Is it marking my Bible? Is it reading a 
number of chapters per day? Is it memorizing selected pas
sages of Scripture? Is it all of these? 

Perhaps a brief word study will give us some insight and 
better understanding of this thing called Bible study. 

MEDITATE: It is said of the happy man of Psalms one: "and 
in His law does he meditate day and night." Now, what does 
it mean to meditate? The literal meaning of the Hebrew word 
is "to speak to yourself," "to have a discourse with yourself." 
A further idea is "to think deeply, reflect, contemplate." A re
flection that leads to application. Challenging, rewarding Bi
ble study must include this element of meditation! To reflect, 
think deeply, carry on a conversation with yourself concerning 
the application of God's Word to your own heart and life. 

SEARCH. In Acts 17:11 we read that the Bereans "search the 
Scriptures daily ... " The Greek word for "search" suggests "a 
serious inspection, examination, and discernment." "To inves
tigate, inquire, careful scrutiny" for the purpose "to find," "to 
discern." Fruitful Bible study is to examine and inspect God's 
Word up and down, high and low, looking in every corner, 
crack, and by-place of the Scriptures. Real Bible study is 
ardent effort put forth to find and discern God's revealed 
truth. 

LOOK. "But one who looks into the perfect law of lib
erty ... "The literal meaning of the Greek word for "look" is 
''to bend over to look, to stoop to look into, stooping down," 
The idea is a bending of the back and neck to get a better 
vantage point. "looking" into the "perfect law of liberty" 
includes a "deep attentive look and consideration." "To 
examine thoroughly and minutely." Rich, rewarding Bible 
study must include this element of a deep attentive look into 
the Scripture. 

Bible study then, is more, much more than a quick, casual 
glance at the Scripture. Bible study is more than merely read
ing, without the effort to intelligently, sincerely, and diligently 
investigate and understand God's revealed truth. Rewarding 
Bible study is the result of much meditation, searching, and 
looking intently into God's Word. How does your Bible study 
measure up? Graphic Bible study is a unique approach to the 
Scriptures to challenge the student to meditate, search, and 
look attentively into God's Word. For further information 
about Graphic Bible study write, 1314 lvinson, Laramie, Wyo
ming 82070. 
1314 lvinson Ave., laramie, Wyo. 82070. 
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CHRISTIAN LITERATURE IN 
SPANISH SUPPLIED 

Dryden Sinclair checking labels on boxes of 
literature going to South America. 

To assist our missionaries and some 
three hundred members of the Church 
of Christ in a city wide campaign in 
Medellin, Colombia this year, approxi
mately two tons of Christian l iterature 
have been sent. Total cost of materials 
and shipping was a little more than 
$8,000.00. 

A half ton each was sent to Guate
mala and San Jose, Costa Rica. These 
two shipments totaled almost $7,000.00. 

Thus fa r in 1982 more than eight tons 
have been shipped by the Spanish Liter
ature Minisrty in Wichita Falls, which is 
endorsed by the 1Oth and Broad Street 
Church. 

James Davis, 3010 6th St., Bay Citv, 
TX 77414: The second Gulf Coast Jciy 
Bus Workers Clinic in Uvalde, Texas, 
Aug. 13 and 14, was a success. There 
were 285 in attendance. Wayne Mon
roe, Jackie and Mackie Chesnutt, C. D. 
Davis, Jim Brewer, and James and 
Cl~unese Davis were the speakers. The 
th1rd Gulf Coast Bus Clinic wi ll be held 
at the Frazier St. church in Conroe, 
Texas, Aug. 12 and 13, 1983. 
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LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone : 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

HARVEY CHILDRESS TO MAKE 
MISSIONARY JOURNEYS 

The elders of the Waterview church 
in Richardson, Texas, wit h their missions 
committee, have asked Harvey Childress 
to direct their new ministry called 
"STRENGTHENING MISSION CHURCH
ES." Brother Childress has had 25 years 
experience building new congregations 
in the United States, and he has 
preached for 17 years in local work for 
churches in Texas, Arizona, and Cali
fornia. 

"STRENGTHENING M ISS I 0 N 
CHURCHES" is a ministry following in 
the footsteps of the Apostle Paul who re
turned to congregations that he had 
establ ished and built them up. There 
are many mission churches in the Unit
ed States and Canada that have problems 

obstructing their growth. If these church
es w ill w rite to Brother Childress, he will 
work with them to solve their problems. 

Write: Harvey Childress, Director 
S.M.C. ministry, Waterview Church of 
Christ, 1409 N. Waterview Ave., Rich
ardson, TX. 75080. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at t he all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $34 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588·1982 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrato r 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Troll, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-202-3911 

A two-yem· curriculum f01· evangelization among a quarter 
of manki12d, the Chi1zese. Begins every September. 
Fm· full details write: 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 - 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 
Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of me history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize rhe Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China) . 
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churches showed no signs of reforming 
their corrupt practices they did begin 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

A SERMON FROM A WHEEL CHAIR 
(Continued from page 5) 

Sometimes I get really depressed. in 1920 to call upon the Disciples of,----------------...., 
Christ to "reso lve to maintain the re
sto ration plea intact." However the In
dependent Christian church o rganized 
the North American Convention and by 
1968 the Disciples of Christ had adopted 
the provisional design and continued 
with the International Convention of 
Disciples. Thus the last hope o f reform
ing the Christian churches or of calling 
them back to restoration of primitive 
Christianity was lost. Both groups have 
become fu ll-grown denominations in 
their own rights. Hopes of reform ing 
their practices grow dimmer and dimmer 
and hopes of restoring the ancient order 
of faith and practice have been aban

Does that surprise you? Is there any
bod~' here who never gets depressed. 
If so, I'd sure like to meet you. I get 
depressed because I can't get out of 
this wheel chair. One time some people 
told me that God was going to heal me 
on a certain date. I began to believe 
them. And when it didn't happen, boy 
was I depressed. As the kids say today, 
"It was a real bummer." 

I have a rea l struggle accepting what 
God apparent ly wants for me. But I'm 
trying. See, i f God had healed me, I 
wouldn't be up here today telling how 
I deaf with the depression of being in a 
wheel chair. I st ill fee l that God can 
heal me. Remember what Jesus did in 
Cana in John chapter 2. He performed 
a miracle, and I wi ll continue to pray 
for a miracle in my life. 

Let me tell you how I deal with depre
sion. 

One thing I l ike to do is listen to 
music. I like country and western music 
like Johnny Cash, Eddy Arnold, and 
Charlie Rich. I like to watch football. 
The only problem is if I am watching 
a Dallas Cowboy game and they lose, 
then I get more depressed than ever. 

It also helps if you have lots of friends 
around-then you get over being de
pressed. 

In just a minute we wi ll be singing, 
"When We Walk with the Lord." We 
can walk with our legs, but we can also 
walk wi th God by increasing o ur knowl
edge of him, developing a deep prayer 
li fe, and deal ing w ith the problem of 
depression. 

RESTORATION NOT REFORMATION 
(Continued from page 6) 

August 18, 1889 in Shelby County, Illi
nois was outspoken in repud iating in
novations which had corrupted the 
church and pledged to break fenowship 
with those who refused to turn away 
from "such abominations." On June 22, 
1907 David Lipscomb wrote: 

There is a distinct people taking the 
word of God as their on ly and suf
ficient rule of fai th ca ll ing th ei r 
churches, Churches of Christ, distinct 
and separate in name, work and rule 
of faith from all other bodies o f peo
ple. 

Though the Independent Christian 

doned. 

Whatever reform that does take place 
in practice and whatever efforts are 
made to follow the principles of the 
Restoration Movement seem to remain 
w i th the Churches of Christ. Let there 
rise up among us and remain w i th us 
the likes of Lipscomb, Harding, Fanning 
and Hardeman to keep before us the 
early principles and ancient practices of 
the church of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

2121 Nicholasville Rd., Lexington, Ky 
40503 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full t ime workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Specia l Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Te lephone: 8 17-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATION_S NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The Affiliated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE, TX. 
(So. Hilla) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robbins Rd.) 

CHANNAHON, IL 

CLEVELAND, OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(South) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(Weal Freeway) 

GRANO JUNCTION, CO. 

GRANO RAPIOS, MI. 
(Franklin St.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(Northtlde) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(North Wayside) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth St.) 

DALLAS, Tlt 
(Marullo) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
(Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI, AK. 
(Nikiski) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG. VA. 
(Seven Hilla) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northe11t) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tatum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 

TEMPE, AZ. 

TROY, TN. 

TUSCON, AZ. 
(Minion Valley) 

VERO BEACH. FL 

VERONA, MS. 

WARREN, PA. 
(Carver Vlllogel 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Southside) 

SUN CITY, AZ. 

WICHITA. KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
(Castle Heights) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
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COMMITMENT TO EVAN GELISM 

(Continued f rom page 8) 

was the type of commitment for w hich 
j esus was cal l ing. " If any man wou ld 
come after me," Jesus warned, " let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me." That was a gen
eral statement, but j esus was more spe
cific in Mark 12:30. " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God w ith all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and w i th all thy mind, 
and w ith all thy strength ." This was the 
type of commitment for which j esus 
was asking. 

Pau l is an exce llent example. " I have 
been crucified w ith Christ," he w rote, 
"and it is no longer I that l ive, but 
Christ l ivelli in me: and that l ife which I 
now live in the fl esh I live in faith ... " 
Paul believed in commitment. He prac
ticed it. And he taught it. He com
manded the Romans to present their 
"bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept
able to God, which is your spiritual 
service." It is no wonder that the Holy 
Spirit allowed Pau l to write the fo llow
ing to the Corinth ians, " I beseech you 
therefore, be ye imitators of me." "Be 
ye imitators o f me," he added, "even 
as I also am of Christ." Does this not 
give us a d ivine direct ive to look to Paul 
as an example of commitment? 

If we answer the above question in 
the affirmative then we must be pre
pared to live the cost. " Anywhere w ith 
Jesus" was not a song that Paul wou ld 
just sing at the yearly Vacation Bible 
School. It was something he lived. And 
unless we are ready to take that first 
step w tih j esus, we should be careful 
what we sing lest we sing in hypo-

must lea rn what true commitment to 
Jesus really is. And comi ng from a cul
ture of med iocrity (the United States) 
h~ may have a difficul t time in loosing 
h1msel f from those bonds of indi ffer
ence. 
P.O. Box 7, A ll Saints, Antigua, West 
Indies 

COLUMB IA SPONSORS CHURCH 
GROWTH SEMINAR 

A Church Growth Seminar for North
west church leaders wi ll be conducted 
on the Colur;.bia Christian Co ll ege cam
pus jan. 21 and 22. 

The seminar is presented by the Cen
ter for Church Growth, a Houston-based 
organ ization directed by Dr. Joe Schu
bert. 

Topics for the January seminar include 
" How to Turn Around .a Decl ining 
Church," " Leadership for Growing 
Churches," "Church Growth in the Small 
Town," and " Bu ilding Morale for 
Church Growth." In addition to Schu
bert, speakers w ill include Randy May
eaux of Long Beach, Calif.; Tim Matheny, 
associate director of the Center for 
Church Growth; and Tom Douglas of 
Sheraton, Wyo. 

For more information about the semi
nar, contact Tom 'Sibley at Columbia 
Christian College, 200 N.E. 91 st Ave., 
Portland, Ore. 

John Stuckey, Camden, Arkansas: On 
November 19, the Maul Road Church 
held its second annual Sing So!lg. There 
were approximately 200 in attendance 
w i th 26 congregations represented. Next 
year the third annual Sing Song for the 
Mau l Road church wi ll be schedu led for crisy. 

For an evangelist to be effective he November 18. 
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HAPPY DAY HOMES 
Christian Counseling Clinic 

Taylor-Johnson Temperament Analysis Testing 
M arriage and F amily Counseling 

Human Sexual F unction and Dysfunction 
2-week intensive therapy sessions forming in 

Abilene- O rlando, FL. - Dallas 
A sheville, N.C. - Greensboro, N.C. 

Henry A. Walker, Ph.D. 
633 E. N. 2 1st 

Abilene, Tx. 79601 
915-676-7312 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Fi nancial Aid Programs Ava ilable 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuitio n 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
I -800-982-4807 or 
(205) 766-66 10 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that i s unable to have a full 
time minister and would bene
fit from taped copi es of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry 1 Church of 
Christ, 824 W. Pipeline Rd., 
Hurst, Texas 76053. 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Sen d for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

H arding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd .• M emphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your ci1y. county 
newspaper. Etlec tove. 30 sermons lree. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town Make racks for 15e. lnstructoons 
free. 

3. Ccnvcrt Catholoc friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly. kindly. Free. 

Clop ad. check otems desired . Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped ~Oe addressed l o you. Lll· 
ERATURE, 202 Grape St .• Abilene, Texas 79E01. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting F an Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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Free Nursery (Infants- 5 yr. olds) Available At AU Times 

Theme: "The Person and Life of Christ" 
January 9- 13, 1983 

BOOKS A: TAPES LEADERS HlP 
DINNER 

For aD tldtn, pnacht,., d .. COQ.I, 

Blblt Sc~ \Ut.btt'l, and lhtit 
wivtt - '1\a .. ct.y, 6:00 p.a -
Loroy ~- opnker. 

Sunday, January 9 IActuroo will bo put IDio book fono 
IDd will be ...n.blo , ... pwdiMe 
durior tho lecturoohlp. TIME SUBJECT 

9:00a.m. "Juua Deacribu the Chriat ian Life" 
DISPLAYS 10:00 a.m. " Chriat'a Relationahip to the Scripturea" 

Plob&bon, ou<hon, dealera. <bild · 
rta't bocatt, CbriatiaD tc.hoola, 
hom" for qtd, ttc. loc:at.d 1ft tlM 
mutm,.bou ... 

5:00p.m. 
6:00p.m. 
7:00p.m. 

"Tho Blood Thot Was Shed For Me" 
"The Obedient Son" (I Cor. 15:27) 
"The Compassion or Christ" 

Monday, January 10 
TIME SUBJECT SPEAKER 

9:00a.m. "Jeau1, and His New Morolity" 
10:00 a.m. "Jeaua, the Suffering Se.rvont" 
I I :00 o.m. "Chriot, and the Problema of the Home" 
11 :00 o.m. ''The Person ond Life of Chriat - in the 

Elevation of Womanhood" : "In The Beginning" 
12:00 noon "Who io My Mother ond My Brethren?" 
1:30 p.m. ''The Riaen Chriot" 
2:30 p.m. OPEN FORUM 

Evening Break 

7:00 p.m. "Jeouo, the Fount.oin of Authority" 
8:00 p.m. "Jeouo Deale With False Teachera" 

,John Waddey 
Jamoa Willcutt 
Bill Cline 
Mary Oler 

Wyatt Sawyer 
Tom Gaumer 
Robert Bonktl 

Bobby Duncan 
Roy C. Deaver 

Wednesday, January 12 
TIME SUBJECT SPEAKER 

9:00 a.m. "Chriot, The King of the Kingdom" 
10:00 a.m. "Chriot, The Light of the World" 
11:00 a.m. "Juuo' lncamotion ond the Atoning Sacrifice" 
11:00 a.m. "The Person and Life of Christ - in the 

Elevot ion ofWomonhood": " RevealingofTruth 
to Women" 

12:00 noon "Some Thingo I Have Learned After 50 Years 
oo o Preacher" 

1:30 p.m. "The HomileticAl Jeaua" 
2:30 p.m. OPEN FORUM 

Evening Break 

7:00 p.m. "Jeouo' Po.,.er and Human Need" 
8:00 p.m. "Jeauo' Teaching on the Judgement" 

Robert Taylor 
Claude Guild 
Dick Sztonyo 
M111. Vol Cardwell 

John Baniste r 

Roy Lanier, Jr. 
Robert Taylor 

Hulen J acltoon 
Bill Humble 

SPEAKER 
Dub McCliah 
David Roper 
Avon Malone 
BiU Teague 
Robert Bankeo 

C.....U. ~will bo made a( 

each lo<lulo IDd 1001 bo pur<h.ued 
~. 

MEALS 
O......Jpwd.t)owillbe-.d .. 
tbetDH~.taDCIIDia.aJCOI1. 

Tuesday, January 11 
TIME SUBJECT 

9:00 o.m. "Juua, The Good Shepherd" 
10:00 a.m. "Joouo and the Use of Miracles" 
11 :00 a.m. ...Jeaua and Prayer" 
I I :00 a.m. "T he Peraon and Life of Christ - in tho 

Elevation of Womanhood": ''The Emancipation 
From Tradition" 

12:00 noon "Honor To Whom Honor" Luncheon 
(honoring E.R. Harper) 

1:30 p.m. "Wordo Jesus Used" (A Word Study) 
2:30p.m. OPEN FORUM 

Evening Break 

6:00 p.m. ''Tho Challenge of Leaderabip" 
(Leoderabip Dinner) 

7:00 p.m. "Chriot. The Effective Energy 
Againat Humanism"' 

8:00 p.m. "Jesus, Our Friend" 

SPEAKER 
Lynn Matheny 
Geort~o Pledger 
Gary Workman 
Mra. Pot Subo 

Willard Collina 

Jeny Moffitt 
Johnny Ramsey 

Letoy Brownlow 

Bert Thompson 

Johnny Ramoey 

Thursday, January 13 
TIME SUBJECT 

9:00 a.m. "Jesus' Death and Burial" 
10:00 a.m. "Jeoua, The Powerful Son of God" 
11:00 a.m. ''Tho Ethical Jesus" 
I I :00 a.m. "The Poraon ond Life of Christ - in the 

Elevotion of Womanhood" : "Challenging Her 
To Highest Spiritual Service" 

12:00 noon Humorous Thinga That Have Happened 'i'o Me 
oo o P~acber" 

1:30 p.m. "Jeouo' Attitude T oward the Law" 
2:30 p.m. OPEN PORUM 

Evening Break 

7:00 p.m. "The Historical Jesus" 
8:00 p.m. ''Tho Life of Chriat" (all ocripture) 

SPEAKER 
Eddie Whitun 
Roy H. Deaver 
Norman Gipson 
Mra. Thelma 

Bano .. aky 

Frank Dunn 
Roy C. Deaver 

Rubel Sholly 
Hugo McCord 

NEXT YEAR'S THEME: 

SPECIAl. CI.ASSES FOR LADIES 
Theme: "The Person and Life of Christ -

in the Elevation of Womanhood" 
11:00 - 12:00 Monday- Thursday - SUfJJlflrl c•cl b.1 Sisfc•r C/wrclles of Chris/ 

Fn•c LodpinJ! Upon RerJfii'SI 
" THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH" 

January 8- 12, 1984 

BROWN TRAIL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1801 Brown Trail. 

!HOME OF TilE BROWN TRAIL PREAC II ER TRAINING SCIIOOLI 

LOCATED J BLOCKS NORTII OF TilE •IRPORT FR EEWAY ( Ili A) 

Johti.A,.· Ramu y John Waddt t John. 8 aNI1fr 

Bedford (Ft. Worth). Texas 
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RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the ehureh grow, too! 
See Bow Fast your Moaey Grows In A Tax•Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX•SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested Ia 
mortga1e church boads are carready earala1 
Interest at S2% to SS%· Please sead lalormadoa oa the: 

• No eoaualuloa obaqea 
• lauacdlato -d latare tax bcaellta 
• Yoa IDYeat lor ~oaneU ~ ID 

cbanb P'Owtbo too 
• Ideal plaD to coaslder lor ~oar 

adalator'a ntiJocmeat 
• Traadei'I'ID& ~oar ellladq plaD to 

Tl'uat Com~ ol Amatca, ooulcS 
laoreaae J'0111' ntlreautat IDcome 

0 Keop P1aa (SeU·employect Redremeat Plaa) 
0 LR.A. (Employed penoas Redremeat Plaa) 

Name 

Address 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT City State Zip 

AI tel' 
s ,... •. 

10 J'I'S• 
ao J'I'S• 
30 J'I'S• 

sa,ooo Javested Per Yeal'* 
Javestmeat @ IZ'%. 
SIO,OOO S 14,378.59 
ao,ooo 40,la8-46 
40,000 168,&as.77 
60,000 S81,S7S.37 

@IS% 
S IS,7S7·75 

48,84.88 
U3,D9-4a 

I,IU,491-4a 

PboaeNo. 
(DaJ') (Nipt) 

AHWatecl Maaagen, lac., P.O. Box 7648 
Amal'lllo, Texaa 79109-0648 

1·800·858-4006 (Ia Texaa: 1·800·69%·4174) 

*The proJeetloaa UHd Ia thetabln above arc ltaac4oa curreat 
rata, aad are aubJcct to cbaap. 

Thla aaaouacemeat Ia aotaa oHer toaellaor a aoUcltatloaol 
aa offer to buJ' theae accaritlea. The o11er1aa Ia made bJ' the 
Proapectua. 

want to get out of debt? 
Do you have too much month left at the end of 
your paycheck? 

Does your debt continue to increase? 

Would you like to liquidate all your debts, 
have a large reserve built up for emergencies, 
and pay as you go and never owe? 

5/.en ~el <W6 tl!lo6l6l rw()u 
CN't~ 6fiec,·al'se in ~teacheto 

Call Ted Monroe 
(806)744-3485 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, IX 79401 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 4, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
WANTED: Approximately 200 used auditorium theater
type seats. Contact WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Box 222, Artesia, NM 88210. Or call: Bill Hearn, S05/ 
;1::~~1~: Bill Henry, 505/748-24H; Dalton Bell, SOS/ 

Advortiain~r in this section $1.50 per line. Desis:ned es pecially to accommodate cong-reg ations WANTED-Youth Minister. Fu ll time position. Salary 
commensurate with ability. Send resume to: Elders 
~~~g. W. Oakey Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89102, 702-877-

ndvcrti.oinr meetinr places, preachers aeekin~r work or con gr egnt:iona seeking preachers. A lso other 
nceeptablo matter. 

DEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Preaching-P ersonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exception a l Curriculu m io r 'Vo men 

unpp roved fo r Veteran 's t raining " 
Leonard M. Crny-Director 

l (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. L nmnr. Denver. Co 80227 
FORT JIOOD JULLEEN, TEXAS 

So uths ide Church o! Christ 1505 S. Trlm
micr Hd. Ter ry H arrison, 11-fi nisler. Phone 
63 4-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• W e d. 7 :00 P.M. 
CllATHA.liJ, N. J .. Fairmount and South e rn 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NE W YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201 -635-2688. 
ALASICA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF' 
CURJST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contac t 
relatives or friends in Ala ska. P at McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 31 4. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phono 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
llSOO DubUn Road 

Plemrnnton, CnUfornln 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON IS LAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. P h . (808 ) 822-1960 or Claren ce May, 
Chur<.h of Christ, 4647 H aua nla Rd., Kapaa, Hawa ii 
06746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Eng lewood Church oi Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelis t 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
arid local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., G rad.-Sch . of Preach
ing. Wife-primary teacher in pub I ic and p rivate 
school. 3 ch ildren. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 750SO (214-642-08S6). 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

S e e Yello w P ages F o r Service Time s 
Trnnslntion for Dcnf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
" EMP LOYl\IENT: NORTHERN CA LIFOR N IA . 
Sicrrn Children 's Home is cur rently h iring child 
rnre st.nrr. (Christian couples.) Good pay nnd bene
fits. If interested . rontnct Steve Bergman, Execu
t ive Director. nt P.O. Box 59i, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/ 4.18-3557 . .. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING co urses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Mo nth Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. Fo r 
Free Info rmation wri te: Su nset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St. , Lubbock, TX 79411 . 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES- write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 24 86. 
Abilene. Texns 79604. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED-Housing and util ities fur
nished , allowance paid for each ch ild in care. Husbands 
encouraged to work outside the Home. Insu rance and 
o ther benefit s nCAOtiable. Call (61 S) S26-20S2 or write, 
Larry Mi ll igan, 225 N. Willow Ave., Cookeville, Tn. 
38501. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives in friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. O r call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
I Buy O ld Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee. OK 74801. 
ll:VANSVJLLill, IND., 2205 E. lllorgnn A.ve., 
U.S. 4(10 E nst OppoRite K-IIInrt. Office 47'1-
5271. nobby 'Vade, l!IIn. 470-4056. 
VU i\IA, ARIZ., 051 W. 28tb St. Sunday-

10, 11 a . m. & 6:30 p .m. P h . 344-3750 
Urgently needed . A mature gospel preacher wilh 
par tial support for a mountain community of 5,000. 
Congregatoon hos few leaders but good po tential. 
Serves an area with o nly o ne other congregation in 75 
mile radius. For more informat ion contact: Leonard 
Beltz-1-916-203-1706, o r write P. 0. Box 313, Quincy, 
CA 95971 . 
FOR SALE: Bible Call set up. 2 machines; 1 answering 
machine; over 250 tapes, both children and odu lt. 
S1,SOO.OO, shipping paid in continental U.S. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 602, Brush, CO. 80723. (303) 
842-26SS. 
"[scondldo, Southern California. 1.3 acres near lake, 
ci ty view, avocado orchard. Good investment fo r home 
site in exclusive area. Close to fu ture church building 
and surrounding property Is owned by Christians. 
Considerably under appraised value. 562,SOO.OO with 
525.000.00 down. Call 619/ 745·6953 o r write Tom 
Bankhead, 1835 Sunnyslope Terrace, Escondido, C1\ 
92027." 

New Commentary on the book of Revelation by Earl 
A. Miller. Cloth bound; 461 pages. The best ever 
written on the subject. Order from Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. Price $15.00 plus 
$1.25 postage. Texas residents add 5% tax. 
Abilene Christian Un iversity seeks a Chairman for the 
History Department. Energetic and constructive lead
e rship q uali ties arc required. Ph .D. and b road leach
ing, research and p ublicatio n exr.erience (preferably 
in American History) are essentia . Position available 
Fall, 1983. Send vi ta to Professor John L. Robinson, 
History Department, Box 8210, Sta. ACU, Abilene, TX 
79699. 
JOY BUSSES FOR SALE: 1960 International 22 pas
senger; 1960 Chevy 66 passenger; 1965 CMC 40 
passenger. Call 1-509·882-2558 (days 8:00 to 5:00) or 
write to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 17, Grandview, 
Washington 98930. 
BREWER, M.AlNE-241 Center St .. V .F.W. H nlt. 
Sun day classes. 10:15: Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4383. Viaiton Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR ARE A. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations in large northeast population area or a 
congregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
in same area that is in need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 76179. 

POSITION OPEN ING: For a Child Care Worker in 
Family Clarification Cottage. The Family Clarification 
Cottage is a short-term cottage for ch ldren where the 
ramily situation is unclear and a permanent plan needs 
to be developed. Preler experience and an educational 
backcround with emphasis on social work and/or psy
chology. Degree helpfu l, but not required. Send resume 
to Pat Lovell, Director o f Residential Services, Foster 
Homo lor Children, P. O. Box 978, Stephenville, Texas 
76401. 

CHRISTIAN O PPO RTUNITY: Position open for Assist
ant Administrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mail resume 
to: B.ll.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
Small rural congregation in llriggs, Texas needs full time 
preacher. The salary is $150.00 per week with house and 
utiloties furnished. Call 512-409-2385 after 5 p.m. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many cxci1ing activities nearby and is the location or a 
small but growing church o( warm and friend ly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
MINISTER NeEDED for small congregation. Limited 
salary. Wrote P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723·1611 after 6:00 p.m. 

SURPLUS PRI NTING EQUIPM ENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick OHset Press Model : 320, A.B. Dick 52 
folder, Elliott Addres.ser :6721, SCM 33 Electrostatic 
Copier. All for $1,000. Call Monday-Friday 817-767-1300. 
23rd and Crace Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas. 

INVE STIGATE! The F irm l<' oundntlon 
trie s to screen ndvertillln,:;-, nnd will no1 
lcnowlngly tnke questlonnble nclver11slnJ:. 
Dut It lA the render's responsibility to ln
' 'e8tlgnte . Like nny other pnpe r, we some
time s unwittingly rnn un unworthy nd. 
AM the old Nnylng ,:;-oe8, before you ln,•eRt. 
lnvesth:-nte l 

N oto t o subscr ibers : Plea se g i ve y our 
o ld add r ess a.s w e ll as your now a ddress 
when yo u m ove. 

r~~~~;~:~~~:~~:;~::~:~~:;~~~~l 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient i 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nas h ville , TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to l'tfeet Yo~tr Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 i 
',...~~ ......... ....,.......,....._.. _____ .._.......,.._.... __..._...-.._....,...,.._.._.._..._.._...._.._.. __ ......... 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WJNNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0. Box IBC 

Aorence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

~liit~ FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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The Challenged Church in 
Contemporary America . ... J. Terry Johnson 

Oklahoma City. OK 

The Church at Antioch: Facing 
A World in Need ... .. .... . .. . .. Roy Lanier, Jr. 

Denver, CO 

The Church at Phillippi: Maintaining 
A Zest for Life . .. ..... . . .. . .. ...... . . Jon E. Jones 

Fort Worth, TX 

The Church at Ephesus: Accepting 
God's Way For The Home ......... .. .. John Edmerson 

Chickasha, OK 

The Church at Laodicea: Facing the 
Trial of Prosperity . . . . ... .. ..... . ......... . ... Jeff Walling 

Garden Grove, CA 

The Church at Corinth: Affirming the 
Sacred in the Secular World ...... . ..... . . ..... ... Rubel Shelly 

Nash11ille. TN 

The Church at Thessalonica: 
Facing the Unknown ... . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . Landon Saunders 

New York, NY 

Forums, Classes, Women's Program, 
Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 

ace 
Lectureship 

January 23-26 
1983 
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BERCHTESGADEN, GERMANY was the site for the 1982 gather
inP, of Mili tary families from throughout Europe in December. 
M 1litary men, their wives and fami l ies make up the largest 
vocational missionary force in the world. The assistance they 
give to works of the church throughout Europe in innumerable 
way greatly enhances the efforts of the thin line of missionaries 
we have there. See editorial in this issue. 

Austin, Texas, January 11, 1983 
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Berchtesgaden 

Christians· who serve in the military forces of this 
country are a unique breed. They are tender hearted 
and will give their last dime and go without themselves 
in order to answer an appeal for help to get the gospel 
to others. Entirely too many of our young men have 
entered military service without proper training at home 
to equip them for the unusual stresses of that profes
sion, and so they are worth little or nothing to the king
dom. But there is a small, hard-core group who carry 
their faith with them·when they go. 

Such a group gathered at Berchtesgaden, Germany in 
December for a week of mutual edification and fellow
ship. It was our privilege and pleasure to participate in 
their "retreat." There were more than 400 of them, and 
they comprise the largest vocational missionary force 
we have. They came from almost every country in West
ern Europe, bore their own expenses, and spent the 
week together in the Military hotel at Berchtesgaden in 
the Bavarian Alps. The sincerity, seriousness, and com
mitment of these people would be an inspiration to any 
speaker. 

Underneath the hotel in which we met were the stink
ing, waterfilled air raid shelters and bunkers built to 
protect Hitler's generals and himself from the vengance 
and justice against which, in the end, they could not 
protect themselves. 250 feet of solid granite that sepa
rated the hotel from the deep tunnels of the complex 
beneath it were ineffective when the end came. A few 
yards from the hotel were located the homes of Herman 
Goring, Eva Braun and Hitler himself. High above was 
the "eagle's nest" with its elevator shafts sunk into the 
alpine mountains and numerous passages that Jed to the 
supposedly impregnable fortress Hitler used as his 
"retreat." 

Now, most of the signs of the bristling power base are 
obliterated on the surface of the mountain and in the 
very midst of this notorious place met 400 men dedi
cated to bringing peace to the souls of men. Their de
votionals were inspirational. Their reports of the work 
being done in the cities and countries of Europe were 
encouraging. If the military missionaries were to sud
denly be removed from Europe the missionary force 
that would be left would be stretched thin indeed. 

Following World War II there was an explosion of 
enthusiasm among the churches to send missionaries 
to Europe. And then, as it usually happens with us, the 
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t'leW wore off and the difficulty of the field b lunted the 
enthusiasm of the church and most turned their atten
tion elsewhere. Most of the missionaries came home. 
Had it not been for the back-up force represented by 
the Christians on military duty in Europe we would have 
very little to show for our efforts. When we let up they 
dug in. Today countless congregations in Europe are 
supported financially and morally by the military Chris
tian s. In most mission fields the missionary has to work 
alone. Not so in Europe. He has a force of vocational 
missionaries second to none back of him. 

The church should take better advantage of the op
portunity than we are doing. While this army of voca
t ional missionaries are on the field to support our efforts 
we should be giving more attention to sending workers 
to Europe while we have this advantage. Their presence 
in Europe now could greatly strengthen weak Christians 
in the military, and save souls there that may otherwise 
be lost forever. We would have a powerful combination 
if we sent a missionary force to match the vocational 
force now. in Europe. 

Someone has pointed out that about one percent of 
all military forces are members of the Lord's church. If 
that be true, and the men at Berchtesgaden thought it 
w as accurate, then we have literally thousands of mem
bers of the church in Europe, only a very small portion 
of whom are faithful to the Lord. Churches at home 
could do a good work by teaching their young men the 
responsibility of being a Christian away from home and 
in training them for the task of representing the lord 
among their associates and to the people among whom 
they find themselves. We are the church, and where we 
go the church goes. We can serve him in a foreign land 
as well as at home. A unique opportunity is given to 
many to do a work that they would never, under other 
circumstances be able to do-because the church, the 
chances are, would not send them. The church can at 
least train them to go if the government sends them. 

J.t is our. opinion that we are not using the opportu
nity-which is a worldwide opportunity-as we should. 
We should be training our people to serve wherever 
their government or the company for which they work 
sends them. The civilian vocational missionary force is 
probably as numerous as the military force. Some are 
working at the job. Many are not. What a tragedy, and 
what a wasted opportunity! 

FIRJII FOUNDATION 
R e ue1 Lemmons, Editor 

Volume 100 (USPS 191-120) N umber 2 
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Slntrle aubacription. $10.00 per year. Club ra~, $~.00 per year. ln claba o_f ~Iva 
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Gon/essing Jesus 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

There are two kinds of people in the world: 1) Truth seek
ers, and 2) Those who don't care. Those seeking "the truth" 
that provides eternal life are the kind of people who are 
asking and knocking. So we must learn to "answer'' those who 
are "asking." 

Please don't misunderstand me. I'm not saying that before 
we can deliver the saving gospel someone must grab us and 
cry, "Please give me the answers to life!" What I am advo
cating is that spending a lot of time and words on someone 
who isn't interested is simply not our commission. Casting 
pearls before swine is disheartening. 

We have become an argumentative fellowship. A hostile 
approach usually doesn't work. Defending the faith does not 
include disemboweling a brother. Not only can we not agree 
with each other, but we have alienated outsiders by our 
know-it-all attitude. Nobody has a monopoly on truth, not 
even we. 

There are many ways people allow Christians to know when 
they want answers. But even when we get the cue this does 
not give us the right to tell it all in one sitting. Neither do we 
have the privilege of setting every heretic straight every time 
he mispronounces shibboleth. 

We need to learn that our mission is to tell people how 
much Christ is right rather than how much they are wrong. 
We must develop the skills to search out truth seekers. They 
are eager to learn. And they'll have a lot of questions. But we 
must refrain from the temptation to answer questions that 
aren't being asked. We are too ready to tell people more than 
they need to know at any giveh moment. Those of us who 
have taken upon ourselves the risky task of being teachers 
did not develop overnight. 

We are too hung up on words that have dual meanings. 
Reverend, pastor, choir, join the church, revival, lay, clergy, 
etc. all need to be understood for what they are and are not. 
But we need not run off potential converts by making points 
that will have little consequence upon whether one gives his 
heart to Jesus Christ. We have rejected clerics and laity but 
have retained pulpit and pew. We often say much that de
nominational circles express but we use a different vocabu
lary. 

There are lost souls begging to discover what genuine 
undenominational Christianity is all about. We must reach out 
to them. We must not convert souls to our particular brand 
of Church of Christism. The kingdom of God is not a de
nomination but some of us have all but invited·the accusation 
to be hurled toward us that we are denominational. Saying 
we don't celebrate Christmas and then celebrating it smacks 
of double entendre. Saying we reject religious titles then 
calling our "pulpit preachers" brother sounds inconsistent. 
Parroting that there are no proper names for God's church 
and then using "church of Christ" exclusively doesn't square 
well with perceptive minds. 

Those of us who take seriously the commission to preach 
the good news ought to give more serious thought to what 
that really entails. Is it life changing news _about a risen lord 
and a spiritual dwelling place or is it pretty speeches about a 
religious movement fomented during pioneer American days? 
Is rescuing the perishing a matter of explaining how one can 
participate with Christ in death, burJal and resurrection or is 
it a matter of discussing a restoration movement that was 
intended to bring unity but which actually resulted in multiple 
factions and warring parties? 

It seems to me that we have spent a lot of time establishing 
syllogisms about matters that won't make any difference. If we 
are saved by grace through faith then why all the rhetoric 
about what we can and can't do in the name of the lord? 
Nobody is going to heaven because he is correct on every 
doctrinal matter in scripture. If this were the case none of us 
would make it. I wish I could motivate my brethren to get as 
excited about evangelism as they do about what can be done 
within and on the church premises. Will I really have ·better 
hope of glory if I refuse to eat a ham sandwich in the church 
house? 

Confessing Jesus, this is our goal. How it is done is vitally 
important. Some admit this and refuse to do any of it. But 
jesus requested that we go into all the world and preach ..• 
not alienate, not judge, not argue, not fight ... PREACH! 
Preach what? The gospel. Not church politics, not church 
doctrine, not party· hobbies, not orphan homes, not church 
schools, not how many cups can be used for the wine, not 
whether the wine should or should not be fermented, not 
whether it is right to teach the Bible before Sunday morning 
worship, not whether we may or may not have a potluck in 
the church basement even though we have restrooms, padded 
pews and everything else that we need to make us com
fortable. just the gospel. That's all. 

It is not too late to become like Philip was with the eunuch. 
Can we begin where the people are? Can we take them to 
where they need to go? Can we rescue the perishing and 
care for the dying without inflicting any more wounds than 
they already have? Haven't we yet learned that cramming 
unwanted food down unwilling throats can be unproductive 
if there is a better way? 

Jesus once told us what the sign of a Christian is. It wasn't 
being a subscriber to the "sound" and "faithful" brotherhood 
slander sheet. It wasn't in one's ability to defeat errorists in 
debate. It wasn't in one's ability to learn Greek nor set the 
sects straight. The mark of a Christian is love. And love 
compels us to share a loving story of a sacrificial savior in a 
lovely manner. Jesus never gave us the license to be harsh 
in our treatment of lost souls. We must compassionately per
suade men. 
1223. E. Dana Avenue, Mesa, Arizona 85204 
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EVANGELISM 
Centers in Christ 

"Lead me to some soul today; 0 teach 
me, Lord, just what to say; 

Friends of mine are lost in sin, and can
not find their way." 

Will H. Houghton 

"0 teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words that they may 

reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart." 

Frances R. Havergal 

Those words emphasize our desire to 
share the gospel. The desire is strong 
but how do we go about it? The book of 
John points out that evangelism centers 
in Christ. 

This fact is illustrated repeatedly as 
John traces the encounter between Jesus 
and people in the first century. Faced 
with questions about himself, John the 
Baptist said, "I am not the Messiah. 
jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. He is the Son 
of God. Look at him!" (cf. John 1 :19-36). 

As a result of John's statements, 
Andrew, and then Peter, came to Jesus. 
(John 1 :35-42). The pattern is clear: 
''The first thing Andrew did was to find 
his brother Simon ... Then he brought 
him to Jesus." The activating power for 
evangelism was the person of Jesus and 
his impact on Andrew. He couldn't keep 
from telling his brother about the Person 
whom he had met. 

Philip was so certain that Jesus was 
the Promised One that when Nathaniel 
scoffed at his announcement he was 
able to reply, "Come and see." (John 
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1 :43-49) Nathaniel went to see Jesus 
and in a few moments he, too, had con
fessed that Jesus is King. 

After the woman at the well had 
talked with jesus (John 4:1-26), she hur
ried back to town. The lack of complete 
understanding of what she had discussed 
with Jesus did not hinder her from in
viting. her friends to meet the Master: 
"Come, see a man who told me every
thing I ever did. Could this be the 
Christ?" The people accepted the wom
an's suggestion, came to Jesus, heard 
his words, and knew that he was the 
Savior. (John 4:39-42). 

In the light of those incidents we can 
understand certain things about our own 
attempts at evangelism. Evangelism must 
center in Christ because he is greater 
than our personalities; more convincing 
than our arguments; and· more irnpres
sive than our knowledge. We can con
fidently point berond ourselves to Christ 
because it is stil true that "when he is 
lifted up he draws all people to him." 

Consider how this approach can keep 
evangelism on target. Take baptism as 
an example. How easily discussions of 
baptism lead to stand-offs. All too often 
it goes like this: "What does your 
church believe about baptism?" Caught 
off guard we answer, "We believe ... " 
Thus baptism (unintentionally, of course) 
becomes the center of attention-al
most as if it was a subject that could 
stand on tis own merits. As the discus
sion continues, history and language 
come in for their share of attention and 
competing traditions add to the con
frontation. Somewhere along the line 
evangelism ceased and discussion, not 
to say argumentation, took over. 

But if, in contrast to that dead-lock, 
we insist-first to ourselves and then to 
those with whom we talk-that Christ 
is the power-center of evangelism, bap
tism (and every other topic) will never 
be isolated from him. The concern will 
always be "What does Christ say about 
this? What is his relationship to this 
point? 

When we ask those questions in re
gard to baptism we will find: 

(1) it is the command of jesus-Mat
thew 28:18-20 

(2) it is a gift in his name, by his 
power-Acts 2:38; 10:48 

(3) it is in the context of the preach
ing of Jesus-Acts 8:12,35,36 

(4) it is in the setting of faith in God 
and Christ-Acts 16:31, 34 

(5) it is 'with' Christ-Romans 6:4; 
Galatians 3:26, 27; Colossians 2:12 

(6) it is tied to the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ-Romans 6:3, 4; 1 Peter 
3:20, 21 

Reliance on Christ takes attention 
away from ourselves. It shifts the em
phasis from personal cleverness. He who 
came to be the Savior is allowed to be 
the Actor as he keeps all things under 
his power and uses them to work his 
act of salvation. When Christ is recog
nized and honored as the Center of 
evangelism we find ourselves empow
ered more than ever in the active shar
ing of the gospel. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 
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Where Is Jazz Leading America? 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

In September of 1924 Clay Smith, an old-time traveling 
performer published an 'article in ETUDE entitled "WHERE 
IS JAZZ LEADING AMERICA?" in which he stated that the 
word JAZZ, transferred to the orgiastic music it now dom-
inates occurred in the bawdy honky-tonks of the Western 
mining towns of the gay nineties and "if the truth were known 
about the origin of the word it would never be mentioned in 
polite society." The truth of the matter is that the word has 
long had the meaning in American folk speech of "to engage 
in sexual intercourse," and is so defined by many lexicog
raphers. Some dictionaries have refrained from defining the 
word while others, avoiding the original meaning of the term, 
show that the musical meaning was well understood at the 
time of Mr. Smith's writing: Jazz it up in the sense of to liven 
or brighten. 

We do not pretend to understand or appreciate rock and 
roll, punk rock or any of the current words and music that 
have taken over. However, Mr. Smith's warnings have been 
more than fulfilled. Decorum prohibits our reducing to print 
some of the cant and argot of present day musicians and fans, 
but a review of some of the slang will reveal the growth and 
development of the influence of today's music. If you belong 
to yesterday's generation, you will have to have it explained 
to you that today's music is not supposed to be sweet and 
melodious, but it is supposed to be a "turn on." 

The queer jargon called JIVE, which emerged in the early 
1940s, was an amalgam of slang from Harlem and the argots 
of drug addicts and the pettier sort of criminals, with occa
sional additions from the Broadway gossip column and the 
high school campus. It seems to have been current at the start 
among jazz musicians, many of them addicts; and its chief. 
users were always youthful devotees of the more delirious 
type of dancing, i.e. JITTERBUGS. 

Those of us who are "outsiders" will never be able to keep 
up with the "in" group. They deliberately plant terms so that 
we cannot know where they !'are coming from." By the time 
we learned to use the word "square" we were "square." 
However, we pass along some of the argot that has led to 
the utterly decadent punk rock of the day. It actually arose 
in the honky-tonks and tingle-tangles of the pre-jazz era, and 
many of its names for musical instruments go back to that 
era or even beyond, e.g., BU.LL FIDDLE or DOGHOUSE for a 
double bass; GROAN BOX or BOX OF. TEETH for an accor
dion; SLIP HORN, SLUSH PUMP, GAS PIPE, SYRINGE or 
PUSH PIPE for a trombone; THERMOMETER for an oboe; 
IRON HORN, PLUMBING, SQUEEZE HORN or PISTON for a 
trumpet; PRETZEL or PECK HORN for a French horn; LICORICE 
STICK, WOP STICK, GOB STICK, BLACKSTICK or AGONY 
PIPE for a clarinet; FOGHORN, FISHHORN or GOBBLE PIPE 
for a saxaphone; BOX, MOTH BOX or 88 for a piano; 
SCRATCH BOX for a violin; CHIN BASS for a viola; GITTER, 
GITBOX or BELLY FIDDLE for a guitar; GRUNT IRON for a 
tuba; GOD BOX for an organ; WOODPILE for a Xylophone; 
and SKIN or SUITCASE for a drum. Any instrument is an AX. 
So with the names of performers. 

jazz itself is divided into two kinds, the sweet kind and 
the hot kind or JIVE and SWING, of which BOOGIE-WOOGIE 
is a subspecies. A performer who sticks to the printed notes 
is a PAPERMAN, and if he plays conventional music he is a 
COMMERCIAL, SALON MAN, LONG UNDERWEAR or LONG-

HAIR. An adept at hot jazz is a CAT, and if he excells at 
arousing.the libido of the fans (who are also CATS) he is said 
to SEND or GIVE or RIDE or GO TO TOWN or to be IN THE 
GROOVE (GROOVY) and becomes a SOLID SENDER or GATE. 
His improvisations are called LICKS, RIFFS, GET-OFFS or 

-TAKEOFFS. In our generation we heard about JAM SESSIONS, 
CLAMBAKES or BARRELHOUSES, but did you know that 
BOOGIE-WOOGIE, according to Zora Neal Hurston, had the 
original significance, in the South, of secondary syphilis? 

Music that is banal is CORNY. A woman singer is a CANARY 
or CHIRP. Notes are SPOTS. Rests are LAYOUTS. To empha
size rhythm is to SEAT IT OUT (BEAT). Jazz in black style is 
GUT -BUCKET. 

We can follow the in crowd through HEPCAT, ALLIGATOR 
and RUGCUTTER even if we are TIN EARS and ICKY. We can 
know that a dance is a RAT RACE or CEMENT MIXER. The 
things they like have been KILLER-DILLER, MURDER or 
DRACULA. By the time we learn that a girl is a CHICK, 
WITCH, DRAPE, MOUSE, SPOOK qr BREE she becomes some
thing else. Face Powder has been DAZZLE-DUST. Time was 
when FIZZ was Coca-Cola, but today COKE is cocaine. We 
have been through blind date's as GRAB BAGS; hamburgers 
as GROUND HORSES; kisses as HONEY COOLERS; Money as 
MOOLA; sandwich as SLAB; aggressive girls as VULTURES or 
WOLVERINES; fat girls as FIVE-BY-FIVES even though we were 
SPECIMENS, HERKLES, PRUNES, CORPSES, DROOPS, FUMBS, 
GLEEPS, COLD CUTS, APPLES and SLOOPS. 

A man encountering swing that really lifts him says that he 
has been SENT DOWN TO THE VERY BRICKS if he has had an 
experience comparable to the suffering of demoniacal pos
session or dying in an electric chair. We know that by the 
time we can go into print with this slang it is long since passe. 
This slang of the adolescent burgeons quickly, and just as 
quickly becomes as passe as a yearling egg. This treatise is not 
intended to be up. to date, for this writer knows he cannot 
keep up. What we intend is to alert parents to the fact that in 
view of the background of latter-day jive it is not surprising to 
find that some of its principal terms were originally of inde
cent significance. 

RAGTIME was the predecessor of JAZZ. The first BLUES 
were written by W. C. Handy. Some of the other terms of 
JAZZ addicts come from sources almost as blushful as that of 
JAZZ, e.g., JITTERBUG, CAT, JERK, TO BLOW ONE'S TOP, I 
AIN'T COMING AND JUKE, along with JELLY ROLL, SHORT
NIN' BREAD, and EASY RIDER. JUKE is a corruption of a term 
meaning to lead a disorderly life, to misconduct .oneself. JUKE 
HOUSE among the blacks of the Southeast means a house of 
ill repute. CAT has been in use as a synonym for harlot for 
many years (cat house). JITTERBUG is a fan "whose reaction 
to swing is always physical." The reader will recognize that 
this and the terminology he recognizes today scarcely needs 
glosses. 

We cannot take you through PUNK ROCK, but as the song 
has it, "Everything is up to date in Kansas City, they've gone 
about as fur as they can go!" Sex and drugs are the main in
terests of the true COOL CATS, and their drug lingo follows 
the general pattern. Several original sex-linked terms may be 
noted. Many CATS have a HUSTLE which they PUSH-either 
a CHICK ON THE BLOCKS (prostitute) or drugs. If you should 
hear of the LITTLE MAN IN THE BOAT or a SPARE TONGUE, 
be advised that someone is involved in perversion. 

A .PROPHET plays (or DIGS) jazz with a religious fervor. A 
SKROUK is anything or anyone who is INSANE or wonderful. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Except They Be Sent 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

The wqrd "send" is translated by at least 10 differer:tt words 
in the New Testament.The most common is "apostello" with 
and without prepositional prefixes. Because the word 
"apostello" is defined as "send in an official way," and is the 
same word God used when he sent his Son, some may have 
assumed that involves a divine call and sending, as when 
Jesus "sent" his Apostles. 

Although the word was the normal one used for an official 
sending, it. did not necessarily involve either divine or mirac
ulous activity. It is the word used when Pilate's wife .sent a 
message to him. It is the word used when Herod sent and 
seized john. When the church sent judas and Silas to Antioch 
the word was used. Barnabas as well as Paul_ was called an 
apostle apparently because they were sent by the church in 
Antioch and had previously been sent by the church in 
Jerusalem. 
After having read the more than 700 times the word "apos
tello" is used in th~ Septuagint, and the more than 400 times 
various forms of the word "send" are used in the New Testa
ment, I am convinced of the following things: 1. Paul was not 
in Rom. 10:15, teaching anything at all about the necessity of 
a local congregation sending or supporting anyone before he 
is authorized or able to preach. His emphasis here was upon 
the original proclamation of the gospel, which he calls "the 
word of faith, which we preach." His point is that Israel had 
no excuse for not being saved, for "the word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth", since the Apostle had been sent to them with 
a divine message, properly authenticated. They could not 
have believed without having heard, but they had heard. 
They could not have heard if there had been. no preaching, 
but there had been preaching. He could not have preached if 
he had not had authority to say what he said, but he had it. 
Therefore, they were without excuse. 2. The general principle 
is: NO ONE can proclaim an authortative and saving message 
unless he is sent with an authoratative commission to pro
claim it. Although his SPECIFIC application had to do with 
the Israelites and their culpability for not receiving the gospel 
which had been proved to be authoratative by the signs, 
wonders and miracles which accompanied it, and by other 
things, it still has a general application. 3. The general applica
tion for today is that NO ONE can preach an authoratative 

WHERE IS JAZZ LEADING AMERICAt 

(Continued from page 5) 

A WHIRL DADDY is a 'NUTTY WIG who JIVES expertly, DIGS 
JAZZ, dresses DAP and probably has a STONE MARTEN or 
CHICK who almost always BRINGS IT ON· HOME to JEROME. 
FUNK is that LOW-DOWN, deeply rythmic quality· which is 
the earmark of all good jazz. Funk is one of the many terms 
with a derogatory or even obscene meaning used by HIP
STERS in an adulatory sense, thus expressing their design for 
the taboos of a CUBEULAR society. Everything I .have said is 
yesterday's slang, but it all goes to build up today's jargon. So 
SO LONG, OOLONG. 

4542 Ledge Ave. N. Hollywood, CA. 91602 
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message without an authoratative comm1ss1on which both 
reveals the content of the message and authorizes its proc
lamation. But we have it. jesus gave it to the Apostles in 
Matthew 28:18-20 and authorized them to pass it on to us. 
We have authority for both the message of the gospel and the 
mission. 

The question may then be raised, "If we have been sent 
with a specific commission (apostello) are we apostles (apos
tolos)?" If so, do we have Apostolic authority and power, and 
if not, why not? 

To be AN apostle is to be sent with a commission. This is 
the GENERAL use of the term. If a CHURCH sends out a 
person like Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13) he is AN apostle of 
the church. If Joseph Smith sends out a person with special 
authority, he is AN apostle of Joseph Smith. But when we 
speak in a SPECIFIC Biblical sense of THE Apostle of Christ, we 
~ease to use the term in a GENERAL sense, and refer to those 
of his disciples (mathetes) whom he called and made them 
his Apostles (luke 6:13). AN apostle was one sent with a 
commission. THE Apostles were those who had to be an eye
witness of Christ and His resurrection (Acts 1 :21-25) who were 
given a SPECIAL commission with SPECIAL power to witness 
to and confirm that testimony. 

So, although it might be linguistically or etymologically 
correct to say that we could be called apostles, it would be 
imprecise, improper and generally unwise because of the 
special meaning that the word now has. In the same way, it 
might be etymologically accurate to speak of ANY assembly, 
such as the city council of Acts 19:32 as a "church" for the 
word is "ekklesia," translated "church." The same is true with 
the Israelites in the wilderness (Acts 7:38). But if ones does not 
make a clear distinction between THE church of our Lord and 
AN assembly of some other kind, he may be linguistically 
accurate, but not exegetically sound. 

But the question may still be raised: "May a man preach 
without being sent?" If not, who does the sending and how? 
If we answer the question in the context of Romans 10:15, we 
may say, "No, a man can not preach the gospel if he has not 
had it revealed to him and been authorized to preach it." But 
every person who has obeyed the gospel through the word of 
the twelve Apostles of Christ HAS had it revealed to him, 
and HAS been authorized (yea, COMMANDED) to teach it to 
others. 

But how does the question and the implied answer, "A 
n;tan. cannot preach if he is not sent" relate to the desirability 
or necessity of churches sending a preacher and supporting 
him? Does THAT PASSAGE authorize the plea of a church to 
say, "Help us put Brother X in the field, for Paul says 1How 
can he preach except he be sent?' " No, THAT passage does 
not deal with that, but other passages authorize it. 

That, in no sense denies the expediency of a congregation 
approving a man and letting it be known that he is an official 
representative of that congregation. It is shown to be appro
priate and even necessary in some cases by 1 Corinthians 16: 
3 and 2 Corinthians 3:1. But that truth is not the one proved 
by Romans 10:15. The fact that God has ordained that "those 
that preach the gospel should live of the gospel" (1 Corinthi
ans 9:14) and we know that those beil"!g trained must live 
while they are doing it is authority to send help. They may 
preach whether WE send them or not, but if they are follow
ing the commission of Christ, he sent them, and it is a glori
ous thing for us to cooperate with him in the greatest task on 
earth! 
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!Plant or Perish 
Every farmer knows that the only way 

to grow a crop is to plant seed. As a 
child growing up on a dairy farm in Ore
gon, I was surprised each· year to see 
how much of the very best wheat, oats 
or corn seed was religiously put aside 
for the next season's planting. Even if we 
ran out of grain during the Winter, the 
seed store was never touched. Then, in 
the Spring, this precious life-preserving 
seed was planted and cultivated, with 
the expectation of a good crop. No one 
anticipated reaping only one grain from 
each grain planted. Rather, we expected 
fifty or a hundred grains from the one 
tiny germ of life planted. 

Another lesson from harvests: The 
best crops came from virgin fields, rich 
in minerals and receptive to the seed. In 
over-worked fields the wheat would 
grow to a foot or less high and have a 
small head. In a newly opened field, it 
would grow two or even three feet high 
and would make juicy hay, as well as 
producing an abundant harvest of grain. 
Utilizing this principle, my grandfather 
would carefully clear new fields, as well 
as rotating crops and resting tired fields. 

True Also In Spiritual Realm 
The same principle of opening new 

fields for a bumper crop holds true also 
in the spiritual realm. In communities 
that are old and set in their ways, the 
Seed of God's Word grows slowly and 
may produce few results. On the other 
hand, virgin territories, prepared for the 
Seed, may produce abundant results. 
Also true is the fact that newly planted 
churches, like newly opened fields, are 
often more evangelistic and grow more 
rapidly than older congregations, which 
have lost much of their spiritual vigor. 

Churches run through a cycle of child
hood, youth, middle a~e and even senil
ity. It is normally during their early years 
that they have the highest percentage of 
growth, while they are still struggling to 
achieve strength and a positive impact 
on their community. Older churches 
may still grow, but their ratio of adult 
conversions to number of members may 
be dismayingly small. It must also be re
membered that much of their growth 
may be by transfer of membership, at 
the expense of other congregations, and 
not from conversion, as sucli 

Plant New Churches 
Now, if this principle of more rapid 

growth percentage in newer congrega
tions is true as a general rule, we ought 
to be planting new churches throughout 
the land. C. Peter Wagner, one of the 
leaders of the Church Growth Move
ment, emphatically states that the best 
way for the Church to grow is by plant
ing new churches, in every possible 
neighborhood (~'Strategies of Church 
Growth," 1982). Reuel Lemmons echoes 
the same message: 

The Church grows from church 
planting, and we have just about 
quit planting churches (Adion, 
April, 1982). 

Pioneer Church Growth 
These are valid considerations. The 

Church grew amazingly on the Western 
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Reserve, in the 1830's to 1850's, due in 
great part to a multiplying of small 
country congregations. It grew again 
during and after World War 11. As Ctiris
tians were suddenly scattered all over 
the nation and world, they preached the 
Word and launched new churches, in 
the spirit of Acts 8:4. My father was one 
such church planter, who felt compelled 
to see the Church rooted and growing 
in town after town of Oregon and Cali
fornia. 

However, the ·Church then "came of 
age." It was now known nationwide and 
held considerable power in the South, 
perhaps second only to the Baptists. It 
was rich and increased with new impres
sive meetnig places. As a result, its fer
vor to evangelize other communities, 
nearby as well as far away, waned. 
Planting new congregations became a 
threat to existing churches, which jeal
ously guarded their memberships and 
their "territorial rights." Such an attitude 
can be seen in tne elder who affirmed 
that the local church's first duty was to 
itself (as reported by Reuel Lemmons). 
In one large city where the Body is 
strong, I once proposed to two local 
churches that they join forces to begin 
a new congregation in a housing district 
between the two and not adequately 
reached by either. My suggestion was 
met with horror by both churches, which 
had a faulty concept of the Body of 
Christ and its growth. 

Thus, the Body became only local 
bodies, each concerned more for its own 
welfare than for the health and expan
sion of the Lord's cause regionally, na
tionally and worldwide. In the name of 
local autonomy, churches refused to co
operate in efforts to multiply new works. 
To prove this assertion, how long has it 
been since the churches in your city or 
area purposely planned to establish new 
congregations, . on a regular basis, in 
their local region? 

Survival Tadic 
Planting in virgin territory is a survival 

tactic for farmers, who know that if they 
only maintain the status quo, they will 
be victims of diminishing returns. In the 
same way, if the Church only attempts 
to maintain its present level of strength, 
it will always lose ground. Churches clie, 
for a variety of reasons. If we are to 
really penetrate every community, of 
every city, for Christ, we must continu
ally plow new ground and plant the 
Seed, in the expectation of·new congre
gations and a harvest of souls. It should 
be the most normal thing in the world 
for us to be giving birth to new local 
Churches and then nourishing them to 
maturity. However, this is not happen
ing, because of the effort and cost in
volved, the fear of losing members to 
the new work and a kind of spiritual my
opia, that keeps us from seeing fields 
about us receptive to the divine Seed. 

Recapture the Spirit 
When will we recapture the spirit that 

moved Walter Scott and Raccoon John 

Smith, who rode for days and weeks by 
horseback, to establish new churches? 
Or the spirit of David Lipscomb, who 
started Sunday schools throughout Nash
ville? When will we awaken to the spirit 
of Paul, who devoted his Christian life 
to preaching Christ and planting 
churches farther and farther afield? He 
felt compelled to reach Rome and even 
distant Spain, to "have a harvest" in 
those lands as well (Rom. 1:13, 15:23-
24). 

Brethren, what has happened to us, 
that we no longer feel compelled to 
plant the Churcfl in every community 
where it does not exist: In our Syca
more Groves, Shady Brooks, Woodland 
Heights and Centervilles, and then on 
outward, so that all of our own "Asia" 
has heard the .Word of the Lord (Acts 
19:10)? Plant new churches or perish
that is our only option. 

God-Given Motivation 
CHARLES DORSEY 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Have you ever paused 
to consider the implications of this well 
known verse? 

Too many Christians feel they HAVE 
to go to church, love their neighbor, be 
active in the work of the church, walk 
the Christian life, etc. or else be sent to 
hell. However, according to Paul, the 
Christian's motivation to practice the 
"dos and don'ts" of Christianity is not 
in earning salvation to escape condem
nation. Paul says eternal life is a "free 
gift,"it cannot be bought with acts of 
piety. · 

The Christian knows he has already 
received eternal life, therefore he acts 
accordingly by living the Christian life. 
What is the motivation for living the 
ethical life prescribed by God? Note the 
following verses: "We love, because he 
first loved us"; "If then you were· raised 
together with Christ, seek the things that 
are above"; "But now being made free 
from sin and become servants of God"; 
"for by grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of your
selves, it is the gift of God; not of works, 
that no man should glory. For we are his 
workmanship, createCI in Christ Jesus for 
good works." 

The list of passages ts endless, but the 
point is clear: we live the Christian life 
because God has given it to us. We love, 
seek the things above, are servants of 
God, do good works, etc. because God 
has first loved us·and given us the 11free 
gift" of salvation. When Christians real
ize that they cannot buy their salvation 
with "good works" but that their salva
tion is a "free gift," they will be more 
willing to live the life that God has given 
them. With this realization Christians 
will develop willing attitudes of service 
to God. 
3991 Vernon, Memphis, TN 38122 
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Sign of the Times 
A few weeks ago a Brazilian Christian 

and I were walking toward my office in 
downtown londrina, Brazil. When about 
fifty yards from the entrance to the of
fice building, we noticed that a large 
number of people had stopped in the 
street and were looking upward. Nat
urally, we also looked in the same direc
tion, only to see the horrid sight of a 
young man, barely twenty years old, 
standing on the ninth floor ledge of our 
office building, apparently trying to mus
ter up enough courage to actually com
mit suicide. 

Our first re.action was to rush t.o the 
ninth floor, and from a nearby window, 
try to discourage him from jumping. 
But we had taken only a few steps when 
he reached the tragic decision to take 
the fatal leap. We watched breathlessly 
as he went flying through the air to his 
death. I will not soon forget the noise 
(like a shotgun blast) of the moment his 
body met the asphalt street below. As I 
looked around me, I witnessed a variety 
of reactions. Some women were crying; 
one had to be helped to avoid fainting. 
Most stood with blank stares on their 
faces and shook their heads in silent re
sponse. I felt a terrible empty feeling 
inside as I wondered what could have 
possibly happened to drive him to take 
such a drastic step. 

Surges of Strength 
Have you· ever noticed a tendency 

after church retreats, seminars, camps, 
etc. to coast along on the crest of a wave 
of spirituality, effortlessly overcoming 
matters which used to seem insurmount
able? Isn't that a great feeling? The 
surge of strength which is forged out of 
the new insights gained and the inter
action with other believers who are 
seriously concerned about their maturing 
is wonderful and deserves to be savored. 
But too often as time's dust settles on 
that event which now sits on the shelf, 
those old habits and thoughts seem to 
gradually creep back in. Where'd the 
surge go? Why did these struggles be
come difficult again? Who cut Samson's 
hair? 

Having ridden that spiritual roller 
coaster too many times, I've begun un
derstanding that while such "peak ex
periences" have their share of authen
ticity, they don't seem to be the ideal 
vehicle for delivering the :night of God. 
The power of the resurrection isn't dis
played so much in· those dramatic, glori
ous conquests as it is in the dozens of 
everyday "trivial" opportunities. It's ex
citing to do something roughly equal to 
feeding 5000 men, or boldly stopping to 
aid some helpless mugging victim, or 
chalk up a converSion of some notorious 
heathen demagogue. But it may be easy 
to become more dependent on those 
mountaintop energizers and the stupen
dous strides forward which immediately 
follow. What real good is a retreat every 
six months if I'm not becoming visibly 
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RON DUNCAN 

This sad event was the fifth such case 
in londrina within a short period of ten 
months. o·uring 1980, thirteen persons 
killed themselves while 117 others at
tempted suicide. There were twenty-two 
fatal cases in_ 1979, a shocking number 
for a city with a population of 350,000. 
The local newspaper maintains a policy 
of refusing to publish suicides in order 
to not encourage someone else to be
come a part of the news. An organiza
tion entitled "The Center for the Val
orization of life" has recently been 
established here in Londrina to help 
those who may be on the verge of 
suicide. 

The stress and tensions of everyday 
life have received the accusing finger. 
life is becoming so much more compli
cated and competitive in these modern 
times that emotional illnesses are ex
pected. My wife, Marina, works as a re
certionist for the Brazilian federal medi
ca association (a form of socialized 
medicine). She recently marked the 
18,000th appointment for someone 
wanting to see a psychiatrist. In some 
home Bible studies, I have spent more 
time dealing with personal problems 
than teaching the plan of salvatioA. Sev
eral churches in the U.S. have even con
sidered adding a trained psychologist to 
their staff because the pulpit preacher 

CHUCK BRYANT 

more mature in, say, the daily interac
tions I can have with the folks at the 
"home congregation," or in the way I 
treat my family and friends, or how I 
think about and share with my co
workers? 

Sure, God does the grandiose things. 
Parting a sea-raising corpses-swallowing 
rebels in an earthquake-all these show 
facets of the power and the nature of 
our Father. And that v~ry might is avail
able for our own lives. But I'm missing 
the point if I focus on the bombastic 
and overlook the "small things" which 
my life needs refining on. Am I really 
that strong and mature if, for example, 
I'm still not letting God's spirit weed out 
those envious feelings of those who 
seem to be more successful than I? Or 
if I'm not really trying to be less 
obsessed with keeping that wardrobe in 
style? What about that nagging habit 
that I know is wrong but somehow 
haven't been able to kick-even after 
all those insights and exciting weekend 
workshops? And do I still basically feel 
that urge to get the last word in on those 
arguments (usually about some opinion 
matter, at that)? See? The rubber meets 
the road. 

Any fish can bite the alluring bait and 
get hooked on the thrill of a romance. 
But a deeper, more stable strength is 
essential to keep waking up besicfe the 
same spouse every morning, facing bad 
breath, unkempt hair (or curlers), and 
an unresolved crisis over which movie 

(Continued on page 11) 

simply does not have enough time to 
deal with all the cases that appear with
in the congregation. 

It seems that a gigantic cloud of frus
tration and depression has permeated 
our society with a general sensation of 
emptiness, from which there is no relief. 
So many are unable to cope with the 
problems that life presents and too often 
react with "I'll just kill myself" or "Why 
don't we just get a divorce?" 

Where is the solution? Certainly, it is 
not to be found in our materialistic so
ciety, where the tendency is to breed 
only more neurosis. Thus far, no one 
has appeared who can offer a better 
remedy than Jesus Christ. His words 
stand forth as the answer to our anxiety
stricken, sin-sick world. His words re
main fresh and alive while the philoso
phies of men have been confirmed as 
"vanity, and a striving after wind." But 
when the eternal Word of God goes un
read and unapplied for week after week 
and year after year, then people are only 
asking for trouble. 
Caixa Postal 1761, londrina, Pr. 86100, 
Brazil 

Preventing Another Jonestown 
BILL R. SWETMON 

Mel White reports in his recent book 
"Deceived" that the first step for some 
of the people who became part of the 
Jonestown tragedy was that they didn't 
feel love in their various church affilia
tions. 

One of the ex-Temple members, Jen
nie Mills, expressed how she failed to 
receive support during a crisis in her 
life. As she visited many churches she 
couldn't find the warmth and accep
tance she needed. Most hospitality con
sisted of the assembly-line hand shakes 
with the preacher and the smile of a 
greeter. She didn't have the energy to 
break into the powerfully defined and 
existing church family. Nobody seemed 
to care in between Sundays until she 
went to People's Temple. After just one 
visit she was hugged, known by name, 
sent a box of candy from the church, 
and received many personal letters from 
the members. 

For a long time I have been convinced 
that people join cults, not so much be
cause of their teachings, but rather be
cause the people are taken in, loved and 
accepted. They are made to feel that 
they are really important. In a world of 
anxiety, apathy and violence, people are 
looking for such a shelter. 

We do people (especially the strang
ers in our midst) a great disservice when 
we fail to demonstrate warmth, love and 
hospitality. If people don't find these 
qualities in the family of God, then they 
will go wherever they can find them. So 
we can go a long way in preventing such 
tragedies as Jonestown by being the 
loving, caring people God wants us to 
be. "A new commandment I give to you, 
that you also Jove one another. By this 
all men will know that you are my disci
ples, if you have love for one another." 
2005 Midcrest, Plano, TX 75075 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 11, 1983 



To whom much is given, 

Much Is Required 
STEPHEN ECKSTEIN 

No nation in all of history has had a greater opportunity to 
study the Bible than America. In 1777, the Continental Con
gress authorized the printing of the Bible because of the war 
with England, the source of Bibles. Robert Aitken, a Presby
terian in Philadelphia, made an edition of the New Testament 
in the same year and the whole Bible in 1781. His work was 
viewed by two chaplains as "executed wtih great accuracy as 
to sense (meaning) and with as few grammatical and typo
graphical errors as could be expected." However, it was not 
successful financially. At the end of the war, Bibles began to 
arrive from Holland. 

In 1816, the American Bible Society was formed f9r the 
purpose of putting a Bible in every home in the land. By 1821, 
over 29,000 Bibles had been printed along with 30,000 New 
Testaments. By 1838, over 2,300,000 Bibles and New Testa
ments had been printed. However, in far away Texas only 
six Bibles could be found in one hundred homes visited by a 
missionary in 1836. 

Since those days, we have become a nation of Bibles. In 
the 20th century, millions upon millions of copies of different 
versions and translations have poured forth from the presses 
of many publishing companies and individuals. In 1972, Tyn
dale House, publishers of the Living Bible, listed 2,477,686 
copies sold in one year. It is obvious that the number of 
Bibles printed and distributed exceeds our population many 
times. Only God knows the total number. 

But what does this mean? Today, most families have a Bi
ble, even if only as a mantle piece or a book to keep a record 
of births, marraiges and deaths in the family. Many have sev
eral different versions. We have so many numerically-in 
kinds, shapes, colors, forms, etc., that the Bible is often no 
more than "another" of many books. 

In 1963, Everett Huffard completed a Masters Thesis at 
ENMU entitled "The Educational Program in Churches of 
Christ." He gave a test of 100 multiple choice questions on 
the Old Testament, New Testament and church history-at 
five levels-pre-school (oral) up to adult. 2,307 peopel in 12 
churches took the test, half being adults. The average score 
was 45. What would it be today? What would happen if ques
tions were asked concerning principles and inter-relationships 
set forth in the Bible? What would have been the answers to 
what does the Bible teach about salvation, faith, grace, righ
teousness, atonement? 

Paul's admonition to Timothy, "Study to show yourself ap
proved unto God, a workman who needs not be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth" is not a part of most 
churches. The "moderate" study of Sunday morning is only 
engaged in by a part of the church. Church bulletins indicate 

less in "Bible study" than in what is called "worship" and 
even less for Wednesday night Bible study. This indicates that 
Hosea's warning to Israel is equally v.alid today. "My people 
are destroyed from a lack of knowledge (meaning the law of 
God)" Hosea 4:6. 

jesus gave a teaching which may well have a modern coun
terpart. In Matt. 11 :20-24, he pronounced woes upon Cho
razin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum because they had rejected 
his miracles and teaching. He flatly stated that if the same had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, yea, even Sodom, they would 
still remain to his day. A more fearful judgment was coming 
on those Galilean cities than on the pagan cities. In modern 
language, if Japan, steeped in Shinto religion, had had all the 
Bibles that we have in America, they would be a totally Chris
tian nation today. It will be more tolerable for Japan, victims 
of two A-bombs, than America, the land of often unopened 
and unstudied Bibles. In 1981, people lined up in Poland to 
receive a Bible. How many would do it in America? 
Solution: 

Unless there is a genuine repentance, a most fearful judg
ment may befall us. To whom much is given, much is re
quired. Therefore, let us; 

Become serious, continuous students of the Bible. 
Demand in our churches a testing program to determine 

the effectiveness of our teaching and remedial studies for 
weaknesses revealed. 

Create a spirit of excitement with regard to Bible study. It 
is a most thrilling and rewarding endeavor for the true disci
ple. 

Examine carefully the concepts of salvation, prie.sthood of 
all believers, the inter-relationship of faith, grace and sin, 
atonement and eternal life, etc. 

Imitate the Benans who daily examined (scrutinized, in-· 
vestigated) the Old Testament to see if what Paul was teach
ing about the Messiah was true. 

A modern example is the Northwest church in Seattle 
where I spoke in March, 1982 for three days on Poetical Lit
erature of the Old Testament. After a one hour session, we 
were supposd to take a 30 minute break. However, a swarm 
of hungry saints gathered around with open Bibles to ask 
more questions. The end of the second session here they 
came again. After a half hour or so, we retired to a nearby 
Pizza parlor where we continued with open Bibles till mid
night when Milton jones rescued me. What an inspiration 
these young saints were! They were hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness. They were modern Davids. Study the 
great 119th Psalm and see how precious the psalmist viewed 
the law of God. 
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COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

·~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 

WOULD YOU RISK LOSING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 

You Already Have. 

This is certainly the m6st important book I have read in a long, 
long time .. .. I cannot recommend this book too highly." 

FRANCIS A. SCHAFFER 

A sobering look at how the United States has strayed f rom its Judea
Christian Foundation. Grim proof that our judicial system is t hreat
ening the religious liberties our founding fathers intended to pre-
serve. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION $10.95 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. Box 610,Austin, Texas 78767 
ADD 15% POSTAGE & HANDLING, TEXAS RESIDENTS ADO 5 % SALES TAX 
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SURGES OF STRENGTH 

(Continued f rom page 7) 

you really should've gone to last Thurs
day. Real evidence of maturing strength 
is in the daily grind. The commonplace. 
The ordinary. Not the knight-in-shining
armor. 

Getting away from the routine is fi ne. 
A break from the regular set of sur
r<;>undings can be refreshing. And the 
VIbrant surge of energy often found in 
such settings can be the starting point 
of real progress. The rea l test of growth, 
however, is not in how productive/ 
enlightened I am for two months after
ward; it's in what stays different-what 
keeps getting a li tt le better as I continue 
~pp lying those principles to my fo ll ow
mg Jesus every day. God's might in my 
~ife will be displayed not so powerfully 
m the rare, enthrall ing spouting of a 
geyser, but in the consistently effective 
flow of a deep river of living water. 

Rt. 1, Box 6-B, Somerville, AL 35670 

A PLEA FOR EVANGEliSTS TO 
FOLLOW UP WBS CONTACTS 

The Chisholm Hills Church in Flor
ance, A labama is working to get ten 
Nigerian preachers into the ten north
ern states of Nigeria to follow-up World 
Bible School and other Bible correspon
dent students. The harvest is ready and 
waiting. The laborers are few. 

Ralph Perry, supported by Chisholm 
Hills, is in Nigeria to make arrangements 
for five workers to go to the field. He 
is seeking to invo lve the Nigerian 
churches in selecting, suporting and su
pervising these men. Help is needed in 
support from American churches. Most 
of the support is promised for five 
men. Help is needed for at least f ive 
more. 

Churches involved in WBS w ill want 
to help as this will help make follow-up 
more effective in Nigeria. 

Please contact the Chisholm Hills 
Church of Christ, 2810 Chisholm Road, 
Florence, Alabama, 35630, phone 205-
764-0104. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

CHURCHES 01' CHRIST 
NATIONWIDE and NATIONWIDE 

Cbl'istian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we w ill. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal a uto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Re dwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SElECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf. Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benetita 
contact 

The Direotol'--3728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 794.10 

1·806-702-~191 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their Jove 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
p:,one: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
forei gn missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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CHURCH IN ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 
DEVELOPING 'HANDS Of 
COMPASSION MINISTRY' 

Because of its strategic location in 
the heart of one of the world's great 
medical centers, the church in Roch
ester, M innesota has a specia l conscious
ness of its opportunities to minister to 
the sick and bereaved and thei r fami lies. 

By actual count, they served 271 pa
tients from 21 states through the first 
10 months of this year-providing hous
ing, food, transportation, laundry, and 
other services to 44 of these fami lies. 

With less than 50 family units in the 
congregation, close to half of them are 
or have been involved in som.e aspect 
of this outreach. 
. Christians or churches knowing of 
individuals planning med ica l t ri ps to 
Mayo Cl inic should write or call us in 
advance so we might serve thei r special 
needs. Write: Dennis Riddle, Hands of 
Compassion, Rochester Church of Christ, 
632 Second Street S.W., P.O. Box 8S2, 
Rochester, MN 55903. 

Paul H. Epps, 410 E. l amar, Temple, 
Texas, 76501, Nov. 17: " After serving as 
one of the evangelists at Westhill in 
Corsicana, Texas, for three and one-half 
years, I moved to Temple, Texas on Nov. 
1st, where I shall be engaged in the 
!ollowing works: (1) Serving the North
o;ide church as one of the evangelists, 
working with H. I. Taylor, who is doing a 
splendid work. It was my good pleasure 
to work with this congregation from 
1964 to 1967 as the evangelist. (2) Serv
ing in singing workshops and gospel 
meetings. My phone numbers: home--
817-771-2321; church office-817-773-
3531. The Northside church meets at 
3401 North Third Street, on the Waco 
highway." 

,..,...--..-~-....-..11>.41'·-~ ................ ...,..., 
l PEWS ..• New and Used ~ 
i Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 

l Write or ca ll for free estimate. ~ 
l BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. [ i JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 ] 
I Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 ~ 

~~-- ........... --..---........ -~ .......... 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd .• Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 
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EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of 'Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
1·800·982-4807 or 
(205) 766-6610 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Fu ll-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282· 3911 

A Very Successful First Year, and Now . .. . 

THE 1983 SOUTHWEST LECTURES 

Theme: .. The Militant Church .. 

April 14-17, 1983 
Such speakers as: Guy N. Woods, Thomas Warren, 
Andrew Connally, Richard Black, Johnny Ramsey, 

Goebel Music, Wendell Winkler, Hugo McCord 

• FULL PROGRAM SOON TO BE ANNOUNCED 
• MAKE YOUR PLANS TO BE WITH US! 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, TX 78745 

512/ 282-2486 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A . Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fur1ther 
information-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DffiECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone : (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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The Challenged Church in 
Contemporary America ... . J . Terry Johnson 

Oklahoma C~ty, OK 
t . 

The Church atAn_tloph: Facing .H*li 
A World in Need ... . .... .. ..... Roy J_anler, Jr . 

• Elenver, CO 

The Church at Phillippi: Maintaining 
A Zest for Life . .. .. .... .............. Jon E. Jones 

Fort Worth, TX 

The Church at Ephesus: Accepting 
God's Way For The Home .. . ... ... , . . . John Edmerson 

9
Chickasha, OK 

The Churc;h at .tilodicea: Facing the ' 
Trial of Prosperity. '. ..... . ...... .. .. . . ... : . . Jeff Walling 

Garden Grove, CA 

The Church at Corinth: Affirming the 
Sacred in the Secular World . ........ . ....... . .... Rubel Shelly 

Nashville, TN 

The Church at Thessalonica: 
Facing the Unknown .. .. . .. . .......... . .. .... ..... Landon Saunders 

· New York, NY 

~ ,, 
Forums·, Classes, Women's Program, 

Youth Lectureship and Fellowship Dinners 

Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111 

~{ 

occ 
Lectureship 

January 23-26-
1983 



SUNSET'S EIGHTH ELDERS' WORKSHOP 
LUBBOCK, Tex. Sunset's Eighth Annual 

Elders' Workshop will have a new time 
schedule this year, beginning at 8:25 
AM, January 14th and concluding at 
noon, January 15th. The theme will be 
"Gifts and Growth In The Kingdom." 

Ten spe(! kers, including Richard Rog
ers, Ira Hil l, Hilton Merritt, Harvey 
Porter, and l ynn Camp, w i l l share the ir 
expertise on varied subjects. Elders w ill 
receive insights on how to detect gifts, 
develop the gifted, establish measure
able goals, proceed with priority plan
ning, and blend breth ren for effective 
serving that w ill assure growth in t he 
Kingdom. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootact us-for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, ICeene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

HARDING GRADUATES 10,000TH SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

SEARCY, Ark.- When Yvette Autrey 
received her dip loma in spring com
mencement ceremonies in May, she be
came the 1 O,OOOth graduate to receive a 
degree from Harding. 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

A fashion merchandising major, she 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W ill iam 
Autrey of Yorba linda, California. 

for P'reachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Eldet·s and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
Currently she is employed in manage

ment training as an assistant apparel 
manager with K-Mart Discount Stores in 
little Rock. 

8900 Manchaca Road, ~ustin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church gro~, too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX·SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested In 
mortaaae church bonds are currently earnln& 
Interest at 12% to IS%. 

• No coommlaaloa c~n 
• lauDe4late aad future tax beueflta 
• You IDYnt lor :roanell aad Ia 

Ghareb arowtb, t-
• Ideal plaa to coaalder lor :roar 

IIIIIDlater'• retlnmeut 
e Traaaferrtac :roar eldada• plea to 

Tru.t c-paa:r of AaMrlca, could 
Iller .... :roar r etlremeut lllcome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
S2,000 IDvested Per Year• 

Alter 
5yn. 

10yn. 
:10 yra. 
:JO yn. 

IDvestment @ 12«%t 
S10,ooo S 14~78-59 S 

@ 15«%t 
15,757-75 
48,234.88 

2S3,129.42 
1,123,491.42 

20,000 40,1:18.46 
40,000 168,825-'77 
60,000 581,575-37 

•The projection• uaecllJl the tables a boTe are baaed on curr-t 
rates, and are aabject to cb-le. 
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Please send IDformadoa on the: 

0 Keo1h Plan (SeU·employed Redremeat Plan) 
0 J.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Name 

Addre .. 

City Iii tate Zip 

Phone No. 
(Da:r) (NI&ht) 

Afflllated Maaa1en, IDe., P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (ID Texas: 1 ·800·692·4174) 

Tbb aDDo-cem-t Ia not-oHer to aeU nor a aoUcltatlonol 
-offer to buy these aecurlttea. The ollertns Ia made by the 
PrCMipectaa. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Domestic missionary needs full or partial support to 
continue fruitful work. Reference. Rhys N. Thomas, 
506 N. Linn, Fayette, MO 65248, (816) 248-5252. 

Advcrtisi~ in thb section ,1.50 per line. Doalpod eapeclall7 to accommodate co~re~ationa 
advertising meeting places, preachers seeldnsr work or con~re~atlona seeking preachen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

OPPORTUNITY AT UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON Cen
tral Campus. Work with Church of Christ Student 
Ministry. A recent graduate or a person looking for 
graduate study opportunities. Contact B. C. Kirkland at 
713/649·1516 or 749-4652 or by writing 6129 Brook
leaf, Houston, TX 77087. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evanpliam-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TJDXA.S 

Southside Church of Chrlat 1506 S. Trlm· 
rnier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
SU-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OBATJIA.JI, N. J., Falrmoun.t and Southern 
Blvd.. 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·636-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
ALASKA - ANOHOBA.GB OBUROB OF 
CHRIST, 3700 De Ba.rr Rd. Wlll contact 
rela.tiva or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814,, Anchora&re, Alaika 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 

BAY A.II.IGA SOBOOL OF PBBA.CIIING 
11800 'D11blba Road 

PleaaaDtoza, CaiUonlla NIS88 
.Tamee W. Ferguson, Sr., Dlreotor 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence MQ, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, HawaU 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
Ing. Wife-primary teacher In public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 75050 (214·642·0856). 

DBNVBR.. COLOILA.DO SODS 
LA~OOD CEnnaOB OF-c~&T 

466 So. Young1leld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1014 

See Yellow Pages For Service Tlmes 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring child 
~are staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, rontaet Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or ('nll 707/448-3667 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Clirlst, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BWLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations in large northeast population area or a 
congregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
In same area that Is In need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 76179. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
S:VANSVILLB. IND., 212105 B. llo.-- A.'Ye., 
u.s. 460 But Oppo•lte K-llart. Oftloe 47'1-
52'11. Bohb7 Wade, lllza. 4'J8-COG8. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:3-Q p.m. Ph. 344-8760 
BREWER, l'riA.INE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunc!Q claaaes, 10:15: Worahlp, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 868-4888. Vlaltara Welcome. Wrlto about 
aewcomera to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
.. CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: ClaBSea lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PH 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 468-6362 

Wo•hlnstoza, D.O. area-JO minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
mast Braddock Rd., Alexandria. Vlrdnla 
23301, phone (708) 888·3083 or 9'11·4147. 
Mark N. Ricks, Evangelist. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE'"'I~N~RET::=IR:-:EM=E=N-=T=----
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 

FOR SALE: Bible Call set up. 2 machines; 1 answering 
machine; over 250 tapes, both children and adult. 
$1,500.00, shipping paid in continental U.S. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 602, Brush, CO. 80723. (303) 
842-2655. 
WANTED: Approximately 200 used auditorium theater
type seats. Contact WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Box 222, Artesia, NM 88210. Or call: Bill Hearn, SOS} 
~:::~~~~: Bill Henry, 505/748-2414; Dalton Bell, 505/ 

CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Position OP,en for Assist
ant Administrator In a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mall resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
Small rural congregation In Briggs, Texas needs full time 
preacher. The salary is $150.00 per week with house and 
utilities furnished. Call 512·489-2385 after 5 p.m. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. Limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723-1811 after 6:00 p.m. 

SURPLUS PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick Offset Press Model #320, A.B. Dick 52 
Folder, Elliott Addresser #6721 ·scM 33 Electrostatic 
Copier. All for $1,000. Call Monday-Friday 817-767-1300. 
23rll and Grace Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Let ua print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you wonhip. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96608 01' 
call (916) 886-6778. 

YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members Is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizational, and leadership 
skills. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 
related activity. Interested parties should request in
formation package and application Instructions from 
West End Church of Chnst, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Attention: Bob Ward. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~~~~r3:f.'ovlded. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

Preacher with 27 years of experience desires to re
locate. Contact Cecil Lanning, Box 626, Talihina, Okla. 
74571. Phone (918) 567-2127. 
We have partial support to work with a congregation 
with growth potential located In the South. Call (817) 
893-5852. . 
Traveling thru Florida? Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of 1-75, exit (441) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904·462·3326. 

INVBSTIGA.T.ml The Firm Foandatloa 
trlea to aereea ad'Yerti•ID•• a11d will :aot 
k:aowl:agly take queatlonahle adve~. 
But lt Ia the ~ade2'• ftiiPOD .. hWtJ" to la
veatlpte. Like ldl7' other paper, we aome
tJmea UDWittiDgl7' ftUl all UJlWOrth7' ad. 
.&.. the old aayiDs pe•, before .,-ou ID't"e•t. 
IDve•tl~ratel 

HOME FOR ELDERLY 
PLANNED IN ALABAMA 

Construction has begun on a 3.2 mil
lion dollar, 1 00 room home for the 
elderly on the campus of Alabama Chris
tian College in Montgomery, AL. 

The project, under the guidance of 
the Alabama Christian Housing Author
ity (ACHA), was initiated in 1979. "It 
will be adjacent to the campus, the 
College Church of Christ, and the nu
merous shopping centers that dot this 
area. 

Further information may be obtained 
by calling 272-8275, in Montgomery, or 
by writing the college. 

------~0--------
George Tipps, 9220 Ferguson Road, 

Dallas, Texas 75228: The meeting at 
Park Avenue in Indianapolis resulted in 
6 restorations and 1 baptism, with re
sponses at every service. Don Short is 
their local preacher and was a very 
amiable co-worker in the meeting. 

During the past two weeks, there have 
been 6 additions at White Rock in Dal
las, including two baptisms; two have 
been restored. 

During the State Fair of Texas, 2,700 
were enrolled in Bible Correspondence 
Courses at the booth sponsored by 
White Rock and Austin Street. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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ANNOUNCING 
El GHTH ANNUAL 

FOWLER 
HOLY LAND TOURS 

APRIL 9 

•JERUSALEM 
•BETHLEHEM 
•JERICHO 
• JORDAN RIVER 

•CLEM THURMAN 
• DILLARD THURMAN 
• EUGENE SMITH 
• CARROLL PITTS 
• MELVIN WISE 
• HAL SMITH 

12 ENRICH ING DAYS 

THREE 1983 DEPARTURE DATES 

JUNE 10 

VISITING ISRAEL, EGYPT, GREECE 
•NAZARETH 
•DEAD SEA 
• SEAOFGALILEE 
•CAPERNAUM 

TOUR HOSTS 
•JOHN VAUGHAN 
• LYNN RHODES 

•MASADA 
•BETHANY 
•CAESAREA 
• HEBRON 

• DAVID THURMAN 
• HILLARY MOTSINGER 
• ARNOLD SEXTON 

TRAVEL WITH EXPERIENCE 

NOVEMBER 4 

•CAIRO 
•PYRAMIDS 
•ATHENS 
• CORINTH 

•JIM KRAUSE 
• FRANK SWAIM 
• DAVID MALONE 
• RALPH CASEY 
•JIMMY ADCOX 

OVER 1800 HAPPY PASSENGERS HAVE TRAVELED ON A FOWLER HOLY LAND TOUR SINCE 1976! WE KNOW 
THE HOLY LANDS BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN THERE MANY TIMES. WE KNOW AND EMPLOY THE BEST 
GU IDES. WE BOOK ON LY QUALITY HOTELS SUCH AS THE INTERCONTINENTAL ATOP THE MOUNT OF 
OLIVES IN JERUSALEM 

OTHER 1983 HOLY LAND TOURS 
ARRANGED BY FOWLER HOURS 

MEDITERRANEAN LECTURESHIP IN ATHENS WITH GEORGE 
DUMAS AND EDDIE LEVICK WITH OPTIONAL GREEK ISLE 
CRUISE OR HOLY LAND TOUR APR. 2-16 

ISRAEL iN-DEPTH WITH DR. BILL HUMBLE, MAY 27 

EGYPT IN-DEPTH PLUS ISRAEL WITH HARVEY PORTER, 
OCT. 

WR!TE FOR DETAILS 
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·-------------------------------------------------------~-! FOWLER TOURS 

I. 
13101 PRESTON RD., # 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 
(214) 387-3081 

I PLEASE SEND A FREE DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE DESCRIB· ! lNG THE 1983 FOWLER HOLY LAND TOURS. 

!
1 

NAME 

I ADDRESS --------------
• 
! CITY - - ---- STATE ___ ZIP ----.,=-:-~ 
I FF 1·11 
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RETREAT OF CHRISTIANS FROM SWITZERLAND AND 
SOUTHERN FRANCE. Seventy-two Christians from churches 
in French-speaking Switzerland and central and southern 
France met m a chalet on a mountain close to Geneva. This is 
an annual retreat for the small assemblies in lausanne, Ge
neva, Grenoble, lyons, and Dijon. Other participants came 
from Paris and Zurich. Speakers this year included Yann Op
sitch from Gigean, France, Max Dauner from Lyons France 
Serge Rossi an_d ,Roland Mohse!' from Dijon, Fran'ce, Guy 
Penet from Pans, and Stephan Btlak from lausanne, Switzer
land. 
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An E /fort at Unity in England 

We had the privilege recently of meeting with a few 
preachers of the church as we know it, and a few preach
ers of the ,;Church of Christ" 'in England as that group 
has been historically designated. The aim and purpose 
was to decrease the distance between us if possible. 
We believe some good was accomplished. It is difficult 
to write in a space so small as this a· sensible evaluation 
of that meeting which was held in Birmingham, 
England. 

Americans have difficulty understanding the heritage 
of the Restoration churches of Britain. This attempt has 
nothing to do with churches in England-of which there 
are a small number-which believe as, and operate as, 
we do in America. It deals, rather, with what is called 
the "Co-Operation" churches of Christ. It would help 
to understand that these churches did not come from 
the churches in America, but, rather, have common roots 
with American Restorationism. The Scotch Baptists, in
cluding the Haldane brothers and many others were 
undergoing an internal revolution. Campbell received _ 
teaching from Granvel Ewing and others. Alexander 
Carlson, Peyton Wyatt, William Jones, George Reed, 
Alexander Brown, and later David King became Restora
tiqn tJriented preachers in England while others worked 
in America. Campbell visited England and a few English 
preachers visited America, but the two movements were 
never one. Both groups taught the same on many sub
jects, such as the plan of salvation, the name of the 
church, etc., but there were always differences in em
phasis. The English churches, for example, fought the 
paid clergy and practiced a form of "closed com
munion," while they practiced a more open member-

-ship policy. 
Division came in the English church beginning in 

1927-1930 with Walter Crosswaite leading the opposi
tion to the growing power of the annual meeting and 
to instrumental music. A very few congregations broke 
away from the developing denomination to form the 
"Old Paths" congregations which are most closely 
aligned with us in America. The rest of the movemen 
drifted further into a completely denominational pat
tern. The annual meeting gathered power with the years 
and became the policy making body. As apostasy con
tinued the delegates of the churches met in 1979 and 
voted 54-20 to dissolve the association and join in a 
loose federation of denominational churches. But about 
40. churches wouldn't go. They then formed themselves 
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into "lhe Churches of Christ in Great Britain." Although 
parallel in many ways to the history of the Restoration 
and its apostate tendencies in America, the two groups 
were only occasionally influenced by each other. Most 
of the 40 congregations mentioned here consider them
selves just another denomination. A few deny it. Truly, 
there are many denominational trappings that churches 
in America would question. 

We were fortunate enough to be able to attend the 
1979 meeting that dissolved the Association, and we 
heard two preachers-one old and one young-plead 
with the churches not to forsake the Restoration plea. 
40 churches evidently listened. That is encouraging. 

It was with some preachers of this group that we met 
recently in Birmingham. They were all fine men. They 
were conscientious and sincere. They were frank and 
they were cautious. They had been burned before: But 
they were willing to grapple with problems and daffer
ences in a Christian spirit. They have little contact with 
the Old Paths brethren, and both groups seem un
anxious to communicate. It is a pity because they now 
have much in common. If they could find a way of com
bining forces it would double the strength of the church 
in England. 

The Birmingham meeting was no more than a door
opener. But it did open doors. We became acquainted, 
and we learned to trust each other. That same progress 
could be made in many places around the world be
tween many groups if only someone would take the 
initiative. The soul hunger of our world is greater than at 
any point in history. The worth of the Bible and the 
sensibleness of taking it at face value is demonstrated 
over and over. People are rebelling against denomina
tional fetters in ever increasing numbers. A "Back-to
the-Bible" plea makes sense. If there is an infallibly safe 
course to pursue then Restoration must be that course. 

British churches and British preachers are not like 
American churches and preachers. They are more re
served and depend more on protocol. Opportunities are 
missed because they are not grasped in time. It may 
be true that fools rush in where angels fear to tread, but 
where there is a chance for unity some fools are needed. 
If angels keep their feathers dry they will always fly in 
little flocks. Where there is a chance to briQg together 
groups of people who fear God and respect his com
mandments we believe it is a sin not to take advantage 
of it. 

Fml\I FO'UNDATION 
Reuel Lemmoas, Editor 
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Adding Up the Good Points 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

We're never defeated until we cease to try. There is a 
story told of a cripple in a wheelchair pushing himself 
through a crowd. He was moving by the power of his two 
arms, the only useful limbs he had about him, yet the re
mainder of the man was singing! A pedestrian, it is said, 
turned to him and remarked, "A man in a wheelchair sing
ing gives everyone a lift." The cripple then replied with a 
smile, "When I stopped looking at what I had lost and 
began looking at what I had left, I couldn't help but sing!" 

Counting Our Blessings 
The musical goes, "When you're worried, and you can't 

sleep; count your blessings instead of sheep; and you'll fall 
asleep, counting your blessings." At a nursing home in Law
ton, Oklahoma, we conduct a morning devotional each 
Monday, averaging about twenty in attendance. One's eyes 
moisten when he sees the patrons gradually being wheeled 
into the service. The greater majority of them are unable to 
walk. One dear elderly lady who cannot even see to make 
use of a hymnal always wants to sing, "Count Your Bless
ings." And we have sung it every service I can remember! 
Then they want to follow it with "There Shall Be Showers 
of Blessings." 

There is the proverbial story of the person who felt sorry 
for himself because he had no shoes until he met a man who 
had no feet. 

Irrespective of who we are or where we are, we can always 
find somebody worse off than ourselves. But the thing which 
ought to put a song in our souls is observing the blessings 
God Almighty has uniquely bestowed upon us, his creatures. 
Take the human eye: it is a perfect camera. Made of its rods 
and cones, things about which this scribe knows little; it can 
none-the-less record multi-myriad objects and all at once. It 
focuses with the enlarging of the lens and the interaction 
of the retina to see in the dark, and regresses to protect its 
delicate mechanism during the sun-burst of an August 
aurora. They say that dogs see only black and white and tones 
of gray. But man sees in perfect technicolor. Here is one of 
the blessings which Jehovah has bestowed upon man. 

David said of the human body, " ... fearfully and wonder
fully am I made!" The physical skeleton is so constructed that 
all the parts move together in uncanny unity and precision. 
A baby first crawls, then gradually gaining confidence, takes 
that first step, while the flashbulbs glare, and before you 
know it, he is up and walking. But first the parts of the body 
learn to co-ordinate and the child becomes acquainted with 
all the parts of his anatomy, pausing first here, then there, 
seeking out acquaintance with himself. 

This writer knows personally an expert, highly in demand 

brain surgeon who reflected aloud while in med school, 
"You can't possibly study the human body and not believe in 
God." God is seen in every direction we turn. Only a fool 
would deny his existence. 

We can count our blessings in the very air we breathe. 
I conducted a gospel meeting in Los Angeles a few years back 
and saw the sun one day out of six. Smog shuts out the rays 
of God's majestic globe and the azure ~lue. One can get 
away from the great metropolitan city and move out into the 
meadowland and hardly believe he is in the same world. We 
can thank God for the freshness of the air, whether ocean or 
prairie; the pastures dark green, the blankets of golden · 
waving wheat, the towering pine tree of the rainfall forest, 
and the rippling brooks and the roaring waterfalls; the rolling 
thunder, the crashing lightning-the sheer solemnity of spring 
and the hush of the whitest winter snow. We count all these 
blessings and numberless more and think on his intimate 
goodness and forethought. 

God Pity'the Man Who Cannot Count 
Atheist Robert Ingersoll said, "By this time it should be 

clear that heaven has no ear to hear and no hand to help .•.• 
I do not believe there is any infinite being to whom we owe 
anything." Dr. J.D. Bales has produced a classic in "Atheism's 
Faith and Fruits," in which he spares no details in dealing 
with the pessimism and ultimate futility of the unbeliever. 

Atheism is a condition of the heart more than of the head. 
It was Clarke Braden who in his book, "The Miracles of Un
belief," pointed out that it was far more difficult for the un
believer to explain the universe and all its life and activity 
without God than with God. The skeptic, the pessimist, oc
cupies an impossible position. He can never prove there is 
no God. In order to disprove the existence of God, he would 
have to create those characteristics which belong to God in 
the first place! He would have to be omniscient, knowing all 
things, else the one thing he might not know is that there is 
a God. He would have to be omnipresent, knowing all things 
by virtue of being all places, else the one place where he 
might not have been would be the very place in which the 
presence and existence of God is proven. He would have to 
be omnipotent, all powerful, else he would lack the power 
to assert himself to the point of knowing there is no God. 
Indeed, indeed-"The fool hath said in his heart (not in his 
head where logic takes place) there is no God!" He, like 
Hume, Khant, Dewey, Lamont, Marx, Russell, and a stream 
of others, is a critical victim of those persons who fail to add 
up the good points. 

14th & Main, Duncan, OK 73533 
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Salvation by Faith 
The doctrine of justification by faith 

only is still very much with us. Each 
summer many college students go on 
campaigns to various parts of the world. 
They report that one of the tasks they 
most ofte'n face is that of answering 
those who maintain that salvation is by 
faith alone. In our country this same 
thing is true. Those who read tracts and 
pamphlets and who listen to radio and 
television programs realize that adher
ence to the doctrine of faith only is one 
of the greatest deterrents to getting peo
ple to obey the gospel. 

Salvation. by Faith 
There is no doubt about the New 

Testament teaching salvation by faith. 
Among the many passages which teach 
this are the following: "Whoever be
lieveth in him should not perish, bot 
have eternal life" (John 3:15); "Every 
one which believeth may have ever
lasting life" (John 6:40); "He .that .b~~ 
lieveth on me hath everlastmg hfe 
(John 6:47); "To him give all the proph
ets witness, that through his name who
soever believeth in him shall have re
mission of sins" (Acts 10:43); "That he 
might be just and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:26); 
''Therefore bein·g justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1); "For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 

No one should ever deny that we are 
saved by faith in Christ. The passages 
which teach salvation by faith are nu
merous and to deny that we are saved 
by faith would be to contradict these 
plain statements. However, it is ~ot 
amiss to agree that we are saved by fa1th 
and then to go ahead and point out that 
the New Testament teaches that we are 
not saved by faith only (James 2:24). The 
scripture just cited says that one is justi
fied by works "and not by faith only." 
There is a difference in saying that we 
are saved by faith but not by faith only 
just as there is a difference between say
ing that we are saved by baptism (I Pet. 
3:21), but not by baptism only. 

Two Meanings of Faith 
One who discusses the subject of faith 

with another who maintains that salva
tion is by faith only should point out to 
him that there are two usages of "faith" 
in passages whic.h use the ~ord. He 
should point out that there IS such a 
thing as an intellectual faith and that 
there is such a thing as faith which saves. 
Failure to distinguish between the two 
usages has led to a multitude of errors. 
It is not at all difficult to turn to New 
Testament passages which show that 
some believed but were not saved. This, 
within itself, is sufficient to show that the 
words "faith" and "believe" have more 
than one usage. It is possible to be saved 
by faith; yet, it is possible to believe and 
not be saved. 

Faith Which Does Not Save 
Is it possible to find instances of those 
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who believed but were not saved? In
deed, it is. First, let us look at John 12: 
42-43: "Nevertheless among t~e chief 
rulers also many believed on him; but 
because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess him, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue: For they loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of 
God." This passage is plain and to the 
point. Here were some who believed. 
But were they saved? Let us take a close 
look at the passsage. These believers did 
not confess Jesus because of the Phari
sees. Furthermore, they loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of 
God. Is this a description of people who 
were saved by faith? Surely, no one 
would so contend. Yet, they believed; 
they had faith. It seems to me that no 
one would contend that these were 
saved, even though they believed. Let us 
look at another passage: "Thou be
lievest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe and tremble 
(James 2:19). James, in this passage, por
trays a believer. Is this believer saved? 
Evidently, not, for he goes ahead to say 
that the devils have this faith. Are the 
demons saved? It becomes apparent at 
once that it is possible to have faith and 
not be saved. The word faith is not al
ways used in the same sense. 

Saving Faith 
Even though there are passages which 

state that some who believed were not 
saved, there are many passages which 
teach that some who believed were 
saved. There must be two usages of the 
word "believe." We have already no
ticed instances of the usages of the word 
in cases where those who believed were 
not saved. Let us now give attention to 
some passages in which those who be
lieved were saved. . 

Before giving attention to various pas
sages which teach that the one who be
lieves is saved, let us consider the fact 
that the words "faith" and "believe" are 
often used in the New Testament in a 
comprehensive sense. This is sometimes 
called an inclusive sense. Another term 
which young people seem to identify 
with is "package word." Just as "grace" 
is a package word, a comprehensive 
term, which includes all that God does 
for man, even so "faith" is sometimes 
used as a "package word" to include all. 
that man does in response to God's 
grace. Let us notice some illustrations of 
this usage. 
· The conversion of the thousands on 
the day of Pentecost is given in detail 
in the second chapter of Acts. A careful 
reading of this chapter reveals that Peter 
proclaimed the gospel to his audience, 
he called on them to believe, and he 
exhorted them with many other words. 
At the end of the sermon the listeners 
asked what they were to do. In response 
to their questions, Peter told them to 
repent and be baptized unto the for-:-·· 

giveness of their sins. Then, after they 
had heard the facts of the gospel, had 
accepted them as true, had repented of 
their sins, and had been baptized, Luke 
refers to them as those who had believed 
(vs. 44). This is very plain. In the de
lineation of their conversion there is a 
detailed account. Luke explains about 
their hearing and accepting the facts of 
the gospel. He tells of their subsequent 
baptism. However, in describing in a 
brief statement what they had done, he 
refers to them as those who "believed.' 
It is not difficult to see that the inspired 
historian is using the word "believed" 
in a comprehensive sense-in a way that 
includes all they had done. 

Another example: Paul declared that 
"we" have peace with God, having been 
justified by faith (Rom. 5:1). In this pas
sage Paul includes himself along with 
the Romans to whom he was writing. We 
can, then, say with definiteness that Paul 
was justified by faith. However, in order 
to get the complete details of his con
version we must read the three accounts 
in the Book of Acts. A reading of the 
accounts of Paul's conversion (Acts 9, 
22, 26) reveals that he became a believer 
in Jesus on the Damascus road, that he 
went into Damascus where he was blind 
and without food for three days, and that 
at the end of that time Ananias came to 
him to tell him what he "must'' do. He 
told him to arise and be baptized and 
wash away his sins (22:16)". This is a step 
by· step account of the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus. As he relates the account, 
the historian goes into the various details 
of what he did. However, later, when 
Paul desired to make a statement about 
his salvation, he declared that he was 
saved by faith (Rom. 5:1). "Faith" is the 
word used to include all that he did in 
becoming a child of God. He thus uses 
the word "faith'' in a comprehensive 
sense-a sense that includes more than 
the mental act of believing. 

Paul's statement to the Galatians is 
one of the best passages to show the 
comprehensive, inclusive, use of the 
word "faith." He says to them: "For ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). Yes, the Ga
latian Christians are children of God; 
they have been saved by faith. However, 
we must note the following verse which 
is a further elucidation of what it means 
to be saved by faith. It begins with the 
word "for." Paul says, "For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). Why do 
you say, Paul, that the Galatians are 
children of God by faith? "Because they 
have been baptized" answers Paul. Some 
say they do not see why one must be 
baptized, because we are saved by faith. 
Paul says we were saved by faith because 
we were baptized. Baptism is thus 
viewed, not as an act which is distinct 
from faith, but as an integral part of 
faith. The comprehensive use of the 
word "faith" is again emphasized. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Sin of Division 
This past year I have heard of several 

church splits. I wonder if the people in 
these churches have ever really con
sidered the prayer of jesus in John 17: 
"I ... pray for ... those who believe in 
me through their word, that they may 
all be one ... " (w. 20-21). Certainly 
they were not thinking of Jesus and his 
prayer while they were arguing with one 
another. Oh, I'm sure there were plenty 
of quotes from his word before the 
split came. All kinds of scriptures are 
quoted during the church splits, but 
God's will is rarely considered-! mean 
his will as regards division. I have never 
seen a church split result in true glory 
to God, and I doubt if I ever will. 

People on both sides who contribute 
to a church split simply do not realize 
the seriousness of their actions: it will 
send them to hell! Paul wrote to the 
Galatians: "Now the works of the flesh 
are plain: f_ornication, impurity, lict:n
tiousness, adolatry, sorcery, enmaty, 
strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dis
sension, party spirit, envy,drunkenness, 
carousing, and the like. I warn you, as 
I warned you before, that those who do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God" (Gal. 5:19-21). Notice that eight 
of the fifteen sins listed have to do with 
church splits. Verses 15 and 24 indicate 
that the Galatian Christians had the 
same kind of problems that we have 
today: "But if you bite ana devour one 
another take heed that you are not con
sumed by one another." And "let us 
have no self-conceit, no provoking of 
one another, no envy of one another." 
Paul is especially clear that this .sin will 
condemn a man to hell in Titus 3:9-11: 
"But avoid stupid controversies, gene
alogies, dissensions, and quarrels over 
the law, for they are unprofitable and 
futile. As for a man who is factious, after 
admonishing him once or twice, have 
nothing more to do with him, knowing 
that such a person is perverted and sin
ful; he is self-condemned." Jude de
scribes people who split churches in this 
way: "It is these who set up divisions, 
worldly people, devoid of the Spirit" 
(Jude 19). Paul makes it clear in Romans 
8:9 that any person who does not have 
God's Spirit is not really a Christian. It 
is truly a severe censure; but when we 
realize that church division strikes at the 
very center of God's plan for unity( Eph. 
4:3-6), we begin to understand that .di
vision is one of the worst sins there as. 

The church at Corinth had a problem 
with church division. They had a lot of 
other problems-serious problems, we 
would say, such as incest and denying 
the future resurrection. But of all their 
problems, the one that Paul addresses 
first was their problem of church di
vision. Perhaps this should give us some 
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idea of just how serious God considers 
this problem. 

Paul begins the body of his letter to 
them with an exhortation to be united: 
"I appeal to you, brethren, by the name 
of our lord jesus Christ; that all of you 
agree and that there be no dissensions 
[or, divisions-KJV] among you, but that 
you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment. For it has been reported 
to me by Chloe's people that there is 
quarreling among you, my brethren. 
What I mean is that each one of you 
says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to 
Apollos," or 111 belong to Cephas," or 
111 belong to Christ." Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul?" (I Cor. 
1 :10-13). 

Paul goes on to talk about the wisdom 
of this world· and the true wisdom from 
God. Some have thought that this is a 
new subject. They have missed Paul's 
point. It was human wisdom that was 
the cause of the division. All church 
splits are caused by men thinking for 
themselves. Now it is certain that God 
wants us to use our minds; that's what 
he gave them to us for. But too often we 
use our minds to go away from God. 
Instead of thinking about the word of 
God, we use the word of God to support 
the conclusions reached by our thinking, 
not the foundation of it. There is a dif
ference. The Corinthians had the same 
problem: they were using the wis
dom of the world. Paul reminded them 
that not many of them were wise in the 

eyes of the world and that'the preaching 
that had converted them was not done 
in the world's kind of wisdom. He said, 
however, that there was God's kind of 
wisdom in that preaching, the kind that 
is understood by spiritual men. But they 
were not spiritual, they were fleshly, so 
long as they had jealousy and strife 
among them and were saying, "I belong 
to this man or that man." After all, 
these men were just servants of God; 
God is the one who really gives the in
crease. The person involved in splitting 
a church is no spiritual giant defending 
the faith; he is a fleshly babe using the 
wisdom of this world. And that is true 
even if he takes the right side of an 
"issue." 

In I Corinthians 3:16-17 Paul says. 
11 

• ••• you [plural_._that is, the church] 
are God's temple .... If any one destroys 
God's temple, God will destroy him." 
Pretty strong words! We must learn to 
take them seriously. After Paul advises 
those who think they are wise to be
come fools (that they may be truly wise), 
he gives the correct view that permits no 
disunity. He says, 11you [plural] are 
Christ's" (I Cor. 3:23). You see, even 
the "Christ-group" were involved in the 

disunity at Corinth. (Note that I Corin
thians 1:11-12 says, 11there is quarrel
ing .... What I mean is that each one 
of you . . • .") Instead of saying, "We 
all belong to Christ," they were each 
saying, 11Well, as for me, I belong 
to Christ." They held the right object of 
their faith, but they held it with a sec
tarian viewpoint. So this brings Paul's 
corrective teaching, 11You all belong to 
Christ." That is the basis for all church 
unity. 

Then in the next chapter Paul gives 
the secret of God's wisdom as regards 
unity. In I Corinthians 4:6 he writes, "I 
have applied all this to myself and 
Apollos for your benefit, brethren, that 
you may learn by us not to go beyond 
what is written, that none of you may 
be puffed up in favor of one against 
another." If we will simply remember 
that we all are Christians and just stick 
to what the Bible teaches, and not press 
our reasonings from scripture on each 
other, we can learn to get along to
gether, like the Bible teaches that we 
must. 

But some will say, "But if someone is 
trying to press his opinions on you, or 
to teach false doctrine, then you have 
to split the church sometimes so that 
truth can be maintained. [Here they 
usually twist I Corinthians 11:19 to 
'prove' their point.]" Such people have 
missed the importance that God places 
on unity. For you see, to split a church 
is false doctrine-false doctrine of the 
worst kind. God never commanded it; it 
is purely done in the wisdom of man. 

Have you ever noticed that among the 
seven churches of Asia to whom the 
book of Revelation is addressed, two 
were infected with false teaching; Perga
mum and Thyatira. Christ calls on them 
to repent, but he never tells those who 
did not believe these false doctrines to 
split off and form a "true" or "loyal" 
church. In fact, in Revelation 2:24 he 

. says, 11But to the rest of you in Thyratira, 
who do not hold to this teaching, who 
have not learned what some call the 
deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do 
not lay upon you any other burden; only 
hold fast to what you have, until I come." 

We are not called by God to split 
churches to preserve the truth of God's 
word. That calls for teaching, exhorta
tion, exemplary living, and sometimes 
even church discipline, but not church 
division. May God grant us the wisdom 
to follow his teaching on unity, so that 
Christ's prayer can be answered, "that 
they may all be one; . . . so that the 
world may believe that thou has sent 
me." 
P. 0. Box 220, Montezuma Creek, Utah 
84534 
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"In Christ" 
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ ... " 

(II Corinthians 5:17). This passage is one 
of the more than two hundred times that 
the Apostle Paul uses the fhrase 'in 
Christ' in one or the other o its forms. 
There is ·no doubt that the term is a 
favorite with Paul. What is its significance 
for us as we live life as believers in 
Christ? 

The immediate context suggests that 
'in Christ' is a direct contrast with all 
worldly points of view. The Christ who 
died and was raised again did not do 
that for himself alone. He died for all 
(5:14), not that 'all' should go on living 
as they did before, but that they "should 
no longer live for themselves, but for him 
who died for them and was raised again" 
(5:15). Even at this point in the passage 
we can see a vivid contrast with ordinary 
human views-"no longer live for them
selves." Self-centeredness is the basic 
worldly approach to life. But because 
Christ died and was raised it is possbile 
for people to live on a different level of 
concern. 

But this new level of concern is not 
something given as an isolated gift or 
tool for each person to use to his best 
advantage. If we looked at Christ "from 
a worldly point of view" we would prob
ably come to that conclusion. We would 
see Christ as a great Teacher who taught 
other people his skills. The new level of 
concern would then be the result of 
putting that teaching into practice. Christ 
would be one of the great Instructors of 
the ages. His followers would be those 
who carried out his teachings. 

It is true, of course, that Christians are 
to carry out the teachings of Christ. But 
this passage makes it plain that the 
teachings of Christ are to be carried out 
in Christ. In other words, the key to life 
as a Christian is a relationship with Christ 
which is so close and personal that it 
can only be described as being IN him. 

A. M. Hunter has concluded that the 
expression 'in Christ' is sometimes 
equivalent to the term 'a Christian,' as 
in Romans 16:10 and Philemon 16. 
"But," adds Hunter, "in most (cases) it 
means 'in communion with Christ; preg
nantly describing that fellowship with a 
living Lord which is the very nerve of 
Paul's gospel." Thus in the light of pas
sages such as Galatians 3:27 we can un
~erstand _that when a pe~son is "baptized 
mto Chnst" he passes mto his posses
sion, or becomes 'in him.' 

To be 'in Christ' is "the most intimate 
fellowship imaginable. of the Christian 
with the living spiritual Christ." We can 
say that a believer "lives in a Christ at
mosphere. Just as the air we breathe is 
in us and fills us, and yet we also live 
and breathe in the air, so is the believer 
in relation to Christ." 

It is important that we notice the place 
of the resurrection of Christ in relation
ship to this phrase. Before Paul speaks of 
people being new in Christ (II Cor. 5:17)· 
he has spoken specifically of the resur
rection of Christ. Phillip Brooks once 
emphasized the significance of this fact 
by saying that to be 'in Christ' "is not 

6 [38] 

ELMER PROUT 

merely to remember a departed Teacher 
and to try to remember his command
ments but to live with a living Friend, to 
gather out of his present life present 
warnings and inspirations, to let him 
guide us in all the little and great doings 
of our lives." The Christ in whom we live 
is, as J. S. Stewart puts it, "alive for ever; 
therefore our contemporary; therefore 
able to confront us face to face." 

II Corinthians 5:17 has challenged 
translators in their efforts to bring into 
English the full impact of the apostle's 
words. It has been rendered by Menzies 
"what is old is passed away, see! a new 
world has come." C. K. Barrett writes "if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new act 
of creation." The NIV has it "if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 
has gone, the new has come!" 

Regardless of the translation discussion 
the impact of the verse is clear-the 
"wordly point of view" is out of date! 
That way of looking at the world, at 
people and at Christ operates "solely in 
the light of appearances and superficial 
considerations." It operates as if there 
had not been the resurrection of Christ! 
Because of his victory over death by the 
glory of God the Father there is' an abso
lutely NEW creation, filled with new 
creatures! The world still appears to be 
the same old world. But in fact "in the 
midst of the old creation"-right at the 
point where the worldly eye sees only 
the 'same old stuff'-there is the place 
of newness: IN CHRIST! 

To quote C. K. Barrett again: "the 
transference from the one age to the 
other could take place only 'in Christ.' 
Those who belonged to him by faith 
passed through death and resurrection 
and so came to be alive to God." That 
is what we see in such passages as Colos
sians 1 :12-14; 2:9-13; Ephesians 2:1-7. 

"The Christian died (with Christ) and 
he arose a new man, as new as if he had 

Good Works Still Count 
Several years back a convention was 

being held in Philadelphia and every 
room was filled. A couple came to the 
last place they found and asked for a 
room for the evening and the desk 
clerk informed them that all rooms were 
filled. They were about to leave when he 
stopped them and called for the maid. 
He told the maid to change the sheets 
on his bed and allowed the couple to 
use his room. The}' paid for the night 
and the clerk thought no more about it. 

Six months later the clerk was asked 
to come to New York with all expenses 
paid for an interview. He left the 
interview with a new job--he was man
ager of the newly formed Astoria Hotel. 
The guests that lodged in his room were 
Mr. and Mrs. John jacob Astor! Good 
works still count. 

Recently a young man in California 
was laid off from work due to economic 
reasons and was "scouting for another 
job." He found a possible opening and 

been freshly created by the hands of 
God (Ephesians 2:10). In this newness of 
life he has ... a new set of standards . . . 
no longer judges things by the standards 
... the world uses." W. Barclay. 

At first glance it might seem that this 
newness is basically personal-and, of 
course, people are .saved or made new 
one by one. But the immediate result is 
that those who come into Christ individ
ually are, at that same moment, incor
porated into the new community of 
Christ. "The lord added to the church 
those who were being saved." 

The new creation which is in Christ is, 
from one point of view, "the new People 
of God of which he (Christ) is the Head." 
In Galatians 3:27, 28 this is made very 
clear when we notice that in Christ the 
old relationships of Jew and Greek, slave 
and free, male and female are gone. To 
be 'in Christ' is not a "flight of the alone 
to the Alone. It is a social experience. It 
is to have discovered the secret of true 
community-in Christ." 

We come into Christ one by one and 
we find ourselves together in Christ (d. 
I Corinthians 12:12). As Hunter reminds 
us, to be in Christ "means not only 'in 
communion with Christ' but also 'in the 
community of Christ.' " "Christ and his 
People form a corporate fellowship, so 
that to be 'in Christ' means to be a mem
ber of that religious fellowship which 
(exists only in Christ) and draws its very 
life from Christ." 

The moment when a person 'decides 
for Christ' is a personal moment in the 
truest sense of that term. But that deci
sic;m issues straight into the church or 
body of Christ which is made up of many 
members. "We become related to Christ 
singly but we cannot live 'in Christ' 
solitarily." 

In the New Testament the "church is 
not an option but a necessity ... not an 
extra" but of the essence in life with 
Christ. The church is the "communion of 
persons united to Christ, its living Head, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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was headed for an interview when he 
passed a lady with car problems. He 
stopped and changed her tire and left 
for the interview realizing that he was 
l~te and probably eliminated from con
sideration. He left with the job. He had 
changed the tire of the personnel direc
tor! Good works still count. 

A neighbor lady stopped by everyday 
to visit an invalid and to do what she 
could to make tlie day a little brighter. 
When the invalid had finally been con
vinced that the lady was not trying to 
gain anything by it she opened up for 
the first time in her life to someone and 
after learning the truth was immersed 
into Christ. Good works still count. 

Each day we arise from our sleep we 
should read Colossians 3:17 and then 
apply it to our lives. Good works still 
count. God knows about them and 
nothing done to help others--especially 
if done in his name-goes unnoticed! 
856 S. State St., lincoln, ll 62656 
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Greenhouses are artificial means of 
growing exotic plants, because if left to 
the elements, these delicate flowers or 
fruits would perish Without extensive 
care and protection, they could never 
survive in their transplanted environ
ment. 

In like manner the Church of our Lord 
exists in a hostile environment, in this 
sin-scarred world. In the case of the 
Church our Lord promised to care for her 
and nourish her (Eph. 5:22-34), but he 
never promised her a hot-house. She was 
to grow and mature, in the midst of a 
spiritually hostile world and in spite of 
the conditions about her. Yes, in spite of 
economic, social, political or ethnic 
changes, wars, persecutions or other up
heavals, she was to develop, with his 
help, the spiritual stamina necessary to 
overcome all adversities. 

Overcame By The ·Lamb's Blood 
With such stamina, she overcame the 

worst that the Roman authorities could 
sentence upon her (Rev. 12:11). With 
such maturity in faithfulness, she lived 
on through the Dark Ages. A remnant of 
those faithful to their Lord survived bar
barian invasions and inquisitions. The 
Church today is in great spiritual debt 
to those who served and suffered for 
Christ in earlier generations. She has a 
noble example to follow, of their ability 
to survive all difficulties for the glory of 
Christ. 

Our Purpose To Evangelize 
Yet, how many congregations today 

panic, not in the face of Rome's blood 
baths, but simply in the face of some
thing as relatively unthreatening as that 
of an ethnic change in their community. 
How many churches, seeing the region 
they serve turn Black, Hispanic or Orien
tal, sell out and move to the farthest 
suburbs! One of the Church's basic pur
poses is to evangelize, to proclaim the 
virtues of Christ (I Pe. 2:9). No communi
ty is normally more receptive than one 
in a state of social upheaval. However, at 
such a crucial moment, when the Lord 
has opened a great new door of oppor
tunity for them, some churches lose all 
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courage and flee to a 11Safer" environ
ment. 

At Ease With All Peoples 
It is not the Church's nature to exist 

in a hot-house, pampered and protected 
from the real world. It is her purpose to 
act in the midst of that world, hurting 
with its hurts and holding out for it the 
only cure for its ills that exists. It is not 
the Church's purpose to avoid encoun
ters with other levels of society or other 
racial groups. The Apostle Paul tells us 
that he owed a great obligation to those 
of all races (Rom. 1 :14). He also reminds 
us that, in Christ, there can be neither 
Jew nor Barbarian, for all are equallr. 
deserving of hearing the Word (Ga . 
3:28). Nor can there be any room in the 
Body for discrimination against differing 
social levels (Jas. 2:1-13). The Lord's 
Church should be the least class and 
race conscious people in the world. She 
should be at spiritual ease with any kind 
of peopl~_ (and not just with 11our kind"), 
identifying witfl them;- as -did- Paul with 
both Jews and Gentiles, or as did Jesus, 
with tax-collectors, prostitutes and ex
patriates. She should be seeking out all 
races, nationalities and classes in her city, 
giving equal opportunity to all, within 
their own environment, culture and 
language. She should branch out from 
her comfortable, middle-class situation, 
to reach all levels of society for Christ, 
for only by so doing can she be con
sistent with her calling. 

Must Know Her Standards 
Another aspect of the Church's nature, 

along with an evangelistic stance, is that 
of her calling to be a prophet. As the 
Lord's Church, she must know her doc
trine and moral standards thoroughly. 
Not only must she know them, she must 
also speak out clearly on them. As Paul 
says, in I Corinthians 14:8, if a trumpet 
makes an uncertain sound, who will pre
pare himself for battle? In like manner, 
if the pulpit and the classroom teach in 
an unclear fashion, then the Church can
not properly engage in her spiritual war
fare. In former days we knew what we 
believed and many, at least, stood up 

firmly and defended it. Now there ap
pears to be a tendency toward a watered
down doctrine. As a result, the Church 
"'!aX wel.l become, in our generation, in
dlstmgUishable from the major denomi
nations about us. 

'Also True of Moral Issues· 
Not only is this the case with doc

trinal matters, it is also the case with 
moral issues. Hot-house churches play 
down moral difficulties, as did Corinth 
(I Cor. 5:1-5). Hot-house churches do not 
have the strength of conviction necessary 
to denounce sin and unchristian conduct 
wherever it is encountered and whoeve~ 
it involves. This kind of prophetic action 
does not preclude compassion, for even 
as Christ denounced sin, he demon
strated the utmost sensitivity toward the 
repentant sinner. 

The hot-house church, then, can be 
readily identified by its doctrinal and 
moral flabbiness. The hot-house church 
is concerned for protecting and coddling 
her members and for avoiding discipli
nary or other distasteful action. Little 
mention is made of genuine stewardship, 
zealous mission activity or evangelism, or 
~f. ded~cated and self-denying Christian 
hvmg m our perverse world, for this 
might 110ffend" some of the· brethren. 
We live in a high-pressure, sensual, vio
lent world, one in which there is no 
place for hot-house churches. On the 
contrary, our times call for rugged, re
sistant, growing churches, capable of 
overcoming all difficulties, in their deter
mination to faithfully serve their Lord. 
What our day calls for is not a delicate 
greenhouse 110rchid" type of church, but 
rather, a "bristlecone pine" type of 
church. The bristlecone pme is the oldest 
known tree, growing at a high altitude 
among the barren granite outcroppings 
of the western mountains. Fighting 
against severe cold, wind and other ad
verse factors, these gnarled old trees 
keep on growing and reproducing, even 
after thousands of years. 

May God grant that Zion break out of 
her hot-house and learn anew to grow in 
the complex, ethnically mixed, immoral 
but real world of today. 
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Danger Signsl 
More and more I am hearing the ques

tion, "What is your position on marriage 
and divorce? Do you take this brother, 
that brother, or the other brother's posi
t ion?" I even heard of one brother who 
when asked about his position on this 
controversial issue said, " Read brother 
so and so's book, for that is my posi
tion." 

Maybe I am confused but these ques
tions and these type o f answers bother 
me. When someone asks me my position 
on marriage and divorce I prefer to tell 
them, " Read what the Bible has to say 
on the subject, for my position is not 
what people w ill be judged by." 

I am convinced that one of the great 
problems in our brotherhood today is 
the fact that when it comes to contro
versial issues, too many of us preachers 
are attempting to " interpret" the Bible 
for everyone else and we are coming up 
with so many different interpretations 
that we are confusing honest, si ncere, 
truth-seeking people. I am afraid we are 
losing sight of one of the basic premises 
of New Testament Christianity, w hich is 
this: Christianity is an individual affair 
between each person and God. Each in
dividual must work out his own salvat ion 
with fear and trembling. Each one of us 
must answer to God for ourselves. It is 
not up to preach ers to interpret the 
Bible; it is the obl igation of preachers to 
tell people what the Bible says and let 
them make the appl ication! 

If we take the position that people are 
not capable of understanding the Bible 
for themselves, we are in total agreement 
with denominationalism, which teaches 
there must be a hierarchy to do the in
terpretin g. If we have reached that point, 
we might just as well hang out our de
nominational shingles, factionalize the 
church, let each faction write its creed 
concerning controversial issues, and then 
encourage brethren to side with one of 
these factions. Of course we would then 
eliminate all pretense of restoring New 
Testament Christianity. 

Is history going to repeat itsel f? It was 
a controversial issue that caused the 
writing of the Nicene Creed-the f irst 
re ligious creed. The controve rsy was over 
the nature of Christ. Instead of encourag
ing the people to go to the Bible and 
study the issue for themselves and then 
come to a conclusion based on an honest 
investigation, the hierarchy that had al
ready formed decided they had a special 
insight into understanding the Bible; 
therefore, it was necessary for them to 
put thei r understanding in writing. I be
lieve the authors of the Nicene Creed 
were right on the deity of Christ, but ob
viously they were w rong to write the 
creed and make it a test of fellowsh ip. If 
the brethren would have been encour
aged to seek out the truth for themselves, 
truth would have prevai led; for Christ 
promised that all sincere seekers of the 
truth would find it. 

When brethren talk about this school 
of preaching taking a certain position, 
another school of preaching taking 
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another position, a prominent preach er 
taking a certain posit ion and another 
prominent preacher taking another posi
tion, beware! So what? What does the 
Lord say? Read it for yourself! Study it 
for yourself! Pray God's guidance in your 
study. If one is sincere and honest, he 
will arrive at the truth. How do I know? 
God said it 

I am not discouraging the writing of 
books on any subject. I am saying, 
w hether it be conscious o r unconscious, 
we preachers are discouraging brethren 
from making a persona l study of the 
issues and then coming to a personal de
cis ion based on that study. 

I am reluctant to give people my in
terpretat ion of any scripture. My in ter
pretation may be w rong! I will tell them 
what the Bible says, but since it is their 
soul, they must make their own deci
sions. Was that not the position of the 
restorers? If I understand the restoration 
movement at all, and I believe I do, the 
aim of the restorers of the nineteenth 
century was to eliminate all forms of 
ecclesiasticism. They emphasized the in
div iduals right to go to the scriptures 
personally. They believed in the indi
vidual's abil ity to arrive at truth. Are we 
drifting from that premise? Brethren, if 
we deviate from that basic principle of 

New Testament Christianity, demona
tiona l ism cannot be far behind. 

I may sound like a broken record, but 
in my opinion, preachers who arbitrarily 
take upon themselves hierarchal powers, 
then judge all who do not agree with 
their conclusions, represent one of the 
greatest threats to New Testament Chris
tianity! I came out of a religion w here the 
preacher (priest) was the final authori
ty. When I had a problem in my li fe over 
some controversial Catholic teaching in 
which I needed the "forgiveness of a 
priest," I would, on occasion, select a 
priest, in the confessional, whom I felt 
would be more tolerant toward my view. 
I felt as long as I could find a priest who 
agreed with me and would grant me "ab
solution" I was all right w ith God. I have 
since learned that no human being is 
the fina l authori ty on any religious issue. 
God and only God is our judge. None of 
us will stand before any preacher in the 
judgment; therefore, it is pure fo lly to 
put our trust and faith in the interpreta
tions of preachers! The tendency that we 
preachers have to act like priests in the 
Catholic sense of the word is a tendency 
of wh ich we must constantly be wary. 
" He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day." 

2201 Rainbow Drive 
Gadsden, AL 35901 

Plurality Does Not Mean Equality J AM ES D. B A LES 

It has been suggested that "the plurali
ty (of elders) principle implies that each 
elder has equal voice with every other 
elder and that the combined spiritual 
wisdom of these men wi ll prove more 
beneficial to the church than would the 
wisdom of any single individua l." The 
equal voice principle can be undermined 
when one elder is wealthy and the others 
are no t; w hen one is the major em ploy
er; when one has a dominant, aggres
sive personality; when the family and kin 
folk of one elder make up a substan tial 
portion of the congregation; and (this 
one was not mentioned) when one is 
more highly educated than the others. 

" If any of the threats that have been 
mentioned or similar problems exist 
among elders in a congregation, w ise 
would be the elders who have the cour
age and the love to face the problem 
squarely and with the Lord's help deal 
w ith it. And if no other solution could be 
found that wou ld guard the plurality 
principle, admirable indeed would be 
the elder w ho would be a big enough 
man wi l lingly to step aside for the good 
of the body and because of his love for 
the Lord." (Firm Foundation, Nov. 23, 
1982, p. 746). 

W hat shall we say to these sugges
tions? First, the man who was big enough 
to resign would be the very type of man 
who should remain in the eldersh ip. A 
man with his sp irit is needed by the con
gregation in the place where decisions 
are made. 

Second, in a group of two men, fou r 
men, or twenty-four men, there is defi-

ni tely no equali ty of influence. If you 
eliminated the wealthy, the people w ith 
important positions outside the church 
relationships, the people with assertive 
and captivating personal ity, and the peo
ple with lots of friends or fami ly, the 
same problem would exist. Those who 
wou ld be left in the eldership would not 
be equal in in fluence. It would eliminate 
those with the greatest knowledge, in
fluence, and wisdom from the place 
where the major decisions are made. 

Third, wou ld it eliminate the influence 
of the men who resigned? If all the eld
ers worked fo r the college and the 
President was also an elder, he is still the 
President (he is still their employer) and 
they wou ld be as concerned not to cross 
him if he were not in the eldership as 
they would be if he were an elder. I un
derstand the problem, but the resigna
tion of an elder wi ll not solve it. If several 
men were qualified, and some did not 
work for a particular elder, I think that 
the selection of new elders should take 
into consideration the keepi ng of as 
much balance as possible between those 
who work fo r a particular elder and those 
who do not. 

Fourth, a person who desires to exer
cise authority over others w i ll try it 
whether he resigns from the eldership 
or not. In fact, such a person would not 
resign, and if he were not an elder he 
would use his wealth, position, person
ality, and family to run things to suit 
h imself. 

Some of the problems which were 
(Continued on page 11) 
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You Teach by Showing Them How 

"Come to us with all your-- needs. 
We have service you can trust." Every 
congregation should be able to fill in this 
~lank with the words spiritual, emo
tional, or physical. Filling these needs is 
the purpose of the church. Christ didn't 
establish the church to fulfill his needs 
or to boost his ego, but for our benefit. 
In the ideal church all members are ac
tively seeking ways to fill each others 
needs. This is quite evident in the first 
church in Acts 2:44, 45. Instead, in most 
congregations, we have a small precent
a.ge of dedicated Christians trying to ful
fill all the tasks and obligations every 
church has. Because of this the church is 
just maintaining its own membership. 
The pressure becomes overwhelming just 
trying to meet the needs of the church 
so there is no time or resources to reach 
out into the community. 

Many leaders try to promote activity 
amon~ the members by laying a burden 
of gUilt on them. "You're not a real 
Christian," they say "if you don't partici
pate in every activity." There are many 
ways to make them feel guilty no matter 
what their circumstance or talents. This 
method may be effective for a short 
while but eventually it will fail. 

Christ sets a different example. He not 
only taught, he also demonstrated. He 
gave them examples to follow and op
portunities to practice under his guid
ance. He tells us in Matt. 20: 26-28 that 
we should follow his example; which is, 
in this case, to be effective we must 
serve. By washing the disciples. feet he 
demonstrated that there is nothing that 
should be beneath our dignity to do. 

"I've heard this all before," you say. 
"It's one thing to know it but what can 
we do about it?" It is also true that even 
though a leader is to be an example of 
service, it's often not enough. He must 
be able to delegate areas of service. 
There are few people in the church who 
serve and even fewer who are capable 
of initiating a service. The strategy then 
is not to sit back and wait for members 
to step out on their own, but to start a 
service and then start delegating work 
and responsibility as soon as someone is 
capable of handling it. Often we are 
fearful of turning our projects over to 
someone else because no one can do it 
as well as we can. 

Jesus delegated ministry to others. In 
Luke 9 jesus sent his disciples to cast out 
demons and to heal. He- knew they 
would make mistakes and that despite 
their best efforts they were not capable 
of doing as good a job as he could. 
However, he knew the best way for them 
to get the practice that they needed was 
to give them the opportunity while he 

LORA PRICE 

was still around to give them help and 
advice. We also have examples of Paul 
sending out Timothy, Silas, and Titus to 
minister in his stead. They never gave 
a person a job they couldn't handle. 

Let's take Mary, a shut-in, for example. 
~he needs companionship, outside 
mterests, and most of all a need to be 
needed. If someone manages to visit her 
everyday some of her needs are still not 
being met. On the other hand, fifteen 
calls need to be made which would take 
~p most of your morning. Mary could do 
1t. It would be a needed service for the 
church and also fill Mary's needs. 

Or take joan. She has been a member 
for five years but because her husband 
isn't a Christian there are many activities 
and services she can't attend. She can 
keep track of Sunday morning attend
ance, then send post cards or call those 
who have missed services. This is one 
way for her to get to know the other 
members better. When she comes across 
someone who needs a visit or special 
action taken, she can always call some
one else capable of handling the situ
ation. 

Visiting hospitals and nursing homes is 
a. service. neglected in most congrega
t~ons. Ret1re.d co~ples make good visita
tton teams m th1s area. They are not in 
a hurry for another appointment so they 
can give people what they need most; 
time. People in nursing homes love to 
see children, and children love to have 
a captivated audience. Take the children 
once a month to sing at a nursing home 
and let them bring favors that they made 
themselves. It makes the children less 
nervous and more open to have some
thing to give them. The children are 
never too young to start. Elderly folks 
have the time to teach the older children · 
skills such as sewing and woodworking, 
the products of which can be donated 
to the needy. 

Teenagers learn from opportunities to 
serve. This is also the way they learn 
what Christianity is all about. Teen ac
tivity night is important but there are few 
opportunities for them to experience 
personal service. One thing teens are 
proud of is their driver's license, so give 
them the chance to use it. Besides driv
ing the elderly and those who can't 
drive to do their shopping and run er
rands, they can also make benevolence 
deliveries. They can also give rides to 
services to those who don't have trans
portation. Having the teenagers escort 
the elderly on an excursion is a great 
way to eliminate the generation gap. 

A major reason for non-involvement is 
a lack of training. A good parent does 
not tell the child to do the dishes without 

first showing him how. He teaches him 
how to run the water, add the soap, wash 
the glasses first, scrub the pans last, and 
stack them upside-down in the rack. He 
does not assume the child knows how 
to do the task no matter how simple it 
seems to him. He doesn't tell him he's 
an ungrateful son because he does not 
do the dishes. If tasks are not approached 
this way it ends up with frustration on 
both sides and a child reluctant to under
take another job. Look at the time and 
effort Paul took to train Timothy. 

Encourage those who are doing the 
hospital calls to take someone along who 
has never been before. A good example 
inspires confidence. It takes a little extra 
time at first but it will spread the work 
load in the long run. Training is im
portant in everything from benevolent 
calls to Bible studies. 

We not only need to gain new workers 
but we need to keep the ones we have. 
People get "burnt out" in the work they 
are doing and quit working altogether. 
Sometimes they even quit coming to 
church. This problem is also common 
among teachers, social workers, and 
others who work with people on a daily 
basis. Be sure everyone has the oppor
tunity to take some time off. Also give 
them the time to try their hand at some
thing else. There is no heavier burden 
than to feel you are locked into a job 
with no relief in sight. 

Recognition is also important. Every
one needs to know that his services are 
recognized and appreciated. While 
watching the academy awards on tele
vision I was impressed how they gave 
recognition and appreciation to every
one from the producer to the stagehands. 
The church needs every single service 
from janitor to minister: from the in
visible to the highly visible. It gives you 
incentive to do your job well when you 
know it is appreciated. 

Finally remember II Thess. 3:11 "For 
we hear that some among you are lead
ing an undisciplined life; doing no work 
at all, but acting like busybodies." Those 
members who are not busy serving will 
be busy elsewhere: spreading rumors 
and complaints, often causing hard feel
ings. Those who aren't working are often 
criticizing those who are. A working 
church is a healthy church. 

There are as many ways to serve as 
there are people to serve. The list of 
things that need to be done and the 
things that should be done are endless. 
The Cledicated few cannot do it all, every
one must be involved. Let us make that 
our aim. 

Back to work, coffee break is over! 
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TO WORK WITH INDIANS 

Brian and Lynda Schuch w ill begin 
work as soon as possible w i th the church 
at Ft. Defiance, Arizona. They will join 
Omar and Mi ldred Bixler, veteran mis
sionaries among the Navajos. Both 

at 
EAST TENNESSEE 

couples will be under the oversight of 
the University church of Christ, Albu
querque, New Mexico. 

Brian and Lyndna served as mission
aries among the Maya Indians in Guate
mala, 1980-82 until the local political 
situation forced them to return to the 
United States. Their abili ty in languages 
and the exprience in Central America 
will qualify them to begin work among 
the Navajos. 

Dan J. Ottinger, 4504 Granny White 
Pike, Nashville, TN 37204: In 1929 I 
met a fellow student, John Blair, in 
Chillicothe, Missouri. Since then, by let
ter and in person, we have studied the 
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Bible together. October 31, he called 
from the greater Chicago area to say he 
was coming to see me. When we met 
on November 3, he asked me to im
merse him. 

I hope many Christians w ill write him 
to welcome him into the kingdom of 
God. His address is: j. j. Blair, 5 South 
040 Pebblewood Lane, Naperville, Il
linois 60540. 
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PLURALITY DOES NOT MEAN 
EQUALITY 

(Continued from page 8) 
raised can be raised concerning a preach
er. A preacher can have considerably 
more academic and biblical education 
than the elders in the ordinary congrega
tion. In some cases, when he has a cap
tivating personality, he can have more 
influence than have any one or more of 
the elders. Should he resign? If a con
gregation has three or four individuals 
who are supported by the congregation, 
would it not be possible for one of 
them because of his education and per
sonality to intimidate the others? 

The President of one of our colleges 
could try to intimidate the Bible teachers 
so as to make them feel insecure in their 
jobs if they take a position with which 
the President does not agree. Some will 
be intimidated even though the President 
does not want to intimidate them. A 
teacher can intimidate some of his stu
dents. An editor of a paper may intimi
date some preachers. A man who can 
write may intimidate those who cannot. 
A man with influence can intimidate 
those who feel they have little influence. 

There is no perfect solution, but I 
doubt resignation is the solution. One 
cannot resign from his influence nor from 
his stewardship for his wealth, personali-

ty, and position. Two things should be 
done, though in some cases neither will 
be done. First, a person with a great deal 
of influence should keep his own motives 
pure, and try to influence by his spirit of 
love and wisdom and Bible knowledge. 
Second, those who are not equal in 
wealth, position, personality, education, 
should not be arrogant (nor should those_ 
who have wealth, etc.), but they should 
not be intimidated. While taking thought 
for things honorable in the sight of all 
men, and while working in a spirit of 
love and cooperation, the bottom line is 
that we are servants of Christ and not 
servants of men. We must obey God 
rather than men when we cannot obey 
both. 

SALVATION BY FAITH 
(Continued from page 4) 

In the case of the conversion of the 
jailer, the author of Acts goes into detail 
as to what he did (Acts 16:23-34). After 
he had asked what he must do to be 
saved, he was told: "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" 
(V. 31). Now, that is verse 31. We skip 
down to verse 34 and read that he re
joiced, "believing in God." So, he was 
told that he would be saved when he 
believed (v. 31 ). Verse 34 says he re
joiced believing. Now, if we read the 

verses between these two statements, we 
shall see what is involved in believing. 
A reading of those verses reveals that the 
jailer heard the proclamation of the 
word of God, that he washed the 
stripes of Paul and Silas, and that he was 
baptized. All of this having been done, 
the inspired writer says he had believed. 
Again, the use of the word "believe" in 
a comprehensive sense is evident. He 
believed when he obeyed. 
Oklahoma Christian College 

---o---
"IN CHRIST" 

(Continued from page 6) 
and to one another through the Holy 
Spirit" (cf. I Corinthians 12:13) Whatever 
else may be included in the newness of 
life or the new creation it is clear that 
as far as the Bible is concerned "The new 
life 'in Christ' ..• is essentially life in 
community, or koinonia" 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 
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• Traaderrlal )'oar exl•tlaa plaa to 
Trut Compaa)' ol America, collieS 
laereue )'Oar retlremeat lllcome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 

Alter 
5yn. 

10yn. 
zoyn. 
30yr&. 

S2,000 Javested Per Year* 
Javestmeat @ U% 
$10,000 • 14,378.59 s 

@15% 
15,757.75 
48,2:14.88 

25:1,129.42 
1,12:1,491.42 

zo,ooo 40,128.46 
40,000 168,825.77 
60,000 581,575·:17 

*The proleetloae ueed Ia the tabla above are baed oa euft"cat 
rata, aad are mblect to cbaqe. 

Please sead IDiormadoa oa tbe: 

D Keosh Plaa (SeU·employed Retlremeat Plan) 
o LR.A. (Employed penoas Retlremeat Plaa) 

Name 

Address 

City •tate Zip 

PhoaeNo. 
(Da)') (Ni&bt) 

Alllllated Maaasers, lac., P.O. Box 7648 
AmarUio, Texas 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (ID Texas: 1·800·69Z·4174) 

Tide aaaouacemcat 18 aot aa oHer to eeU aor a eoUcltadoa of 
aa offer to buy tbeee HCUI"Idee. Tile oHertaa 18 made by the 
Pro8pectue. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 

WOULD YOU RISK LOSING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 

d 

You Already Have. 

This is certainly the m6st important book I have read in a long, 
long time .... I cannot recommend this book too highly." 

FRANCIS A. SCHAFFER 

A sobering look at how the United States has strayed from its Judea
Christian Foundation. Grim proof that our judicial system is threat
ening the religious liberties our founding fathers intended to pre
serve. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION $10.95 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. Box 610,Austin, Texas 78767 
ADD 15% POSTAGE & HANDLING, TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 18, 1983 



ANNOUNCING 

1983 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(169) ROYAL ODYSSEY 
CRUISE 

January 14-25 
Visiting Jamaica, Columbia, through 

the Panama Canal, Mexico 

(180) ADVENTURE IN 
LONDON 

April 23-May 1 
Visiting l ondon and the 

English Countryside 
Sponsored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(181) MEDITERRANEAN 
LECTURESHIP 

April 2-16 
Attend the Mediterranean lectureship 

in Athens plus optional Greek Isle 
Cruise or Holy l and Tour 

Escorted by George Dumas and Eddie Levick 

(182) 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 

FOWLER 
HOLY LAND TOURS 

April 9-20 June 10-21 
November 4·15 

Many Well Known Tour Hosts 

(183) ITALY 
May 10-19 

Visiting Milan, Venice, Florence, 
Pisa, Rome, Naples, Capri, Sorrento 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(184) HOLY LAND 
May 27 -June 9 

In Depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble, 

Head, Department of Bible, ACU 

(177) BRITISH ISLES 
June 7-18 

Visiting England, Wales, Scotland 
Escorted by Hulen & Guille Jackson 

(178) ORIENT 
June 13-July 1 

Visiting Japan, China, Hong Kong, Thailand 
Escorted by Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(185) HEART OF EUROPE 
June 11-25 

Visiting England, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 
and "Power For Today" 

Escorted by Dr. & Mrs. Steven Lemley 

(179) CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
June 26-July 3 

Via the luxurious SONG OF AMERICA 
Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES -------• 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

INDICATE TOUR NUMBER OF BROCHURES DESIRED (FREE) 

FF 1·83 

NAM~------------------------------------------

ADDRESS; ________________________________________ _ 

(186) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES 
OF HAWAII 

July 6-16 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 

Escorted by Ralph & Margaret Casey 

(188) CANADIAN ROCKIES 
July 

Visiting Seattle, Lake Louise, Banff, 
Jasper Park, Prince Rupert, Victoria 

Escorted by June Stathopulo 

(189) ALASKA 
August 2-12 

Visiting Anchorage, McKinley Park, Fairbanks, 
Whitehorse plus 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Charles Hodge and Ralph Casey 

(190) KENYA, AFRICA 
SAFARI 

September 1-18 
Third Annual Camera Safari 

Escorted by Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(191) NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

October 1983 
Visiting Washington D.C., New York, 

New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts 
Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 

(192) EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
October 3·15, 1983 

Egypt ln·Depth plus Israel 
Escorted by Harvey Porter 

(193) SOUTH PACIFIC 
October 20-November 14 

Visiting Tahiti, Fiji, New Zealand, Australia 
Escorted by Robert & Myrle Bankes 

and Hulin & Ann Fowler 

(194) AFRICAN 
ADVENTURE 

October 11-31 
Visiting Kenya, South Africa, Zimbabwe 

(195) THANKSGIVING IN 
WILLIAMSBURG 

November 1983 

13 [45] 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
John Whitehead. David C. Cook. 254p. 
$10.95. 

Finally an author has dared to chal
lenge the encroaching stranglehold 
upon us by a secularist, humanistic so
ciety which seeks to control us. Believers 
have been discriminated against by the 
government, the courts and the media 
long enough. The festering condition 
can be ignored no longer, lest we be
come just another human istic state. 
Using the courts, our society has been 
largely secula~ized by this el ite ruling 
group. It is time that we do something 
to turn things around. If we don't, our 
religious liberty, so dear to the founding 
fathers when they framed our govern
ment, will be lost to us forever. 

CARING ENOUGH TO HEAR. David 
Augsburger. Herald Press. 175p. $4.95. 

The author explores the fine art of 
communication. Much friction results 

from unwil lingness to listen. It is just as 
important that we hear as it is that we 
are heard. A very sensible and revealing 
book. It would do every Christian good 
to read it carefuly. It will pay off in 
happiness. 

THE SCOPE OF THE COVENANTS. james 
Bales. Privately published. 467p. S1 0. 

An exhaustive treatment of God's 
covenant with Abraham's seed, and a 
parallel treatment of Christ' s covenant 
and those who are under it. Bales has 
some peculiar views of "covenant law" 
with which this rev iewer cannot agree. 
However, his conclusions must be dealt 
with. The last half of the book is given 
over to a review of Warren's " Keeping 
the Lock in Wedlock" which seems to be 
the purpose behind this book. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to linclude the price. 

All book11 reviewed hero mny be purchnsed !rom 
tho Firm Foundntion Publishin~r House. Please ndd 
$1.00 ror postnge and handlln~r on orders of $10.00 
or Jess ; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
florence, Alabama 35630 
1·800·982-4807 or 
(205) 7 66-66 1 0 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Admin istrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Drown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 
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How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The Affiliated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE. TX. 
(So. Hills) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robblno Rd.) 

CHANNAHON, IL 

CLEVELAND. OH. 
(Newburgh) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(West Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS. MI. 
(Franklin St.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(Northside) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(South) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(North Wayside) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth St.) 

DALLAS. TX. 
(Marullo) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
(Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI. AK. 
(Niklokl) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
(Seven Hlllo) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northeaot) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tatum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 
(Carver Village I 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Southside) 

SUN CITY. AZ. 

TEMPE. AZ. 

TROY. TN. 

TUSCON, AZ. 
(Mission Valley) 

VERO BEACH, FL 

VERONA, MS. 

WARREN, PA. 

WICHITA. KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON-SALEM, N .C. 
(Castle Heights) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 18, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
W IESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing Americ;m 
military congregation seeks full-lime preacher. Partial 
~u.;'~~~~f.'ovided . Write Ron Coslett , Box 4652, APO 

Advertisin~: in this seolion $1.50 per line. Designed es peclnlly to accommodate con~:re~rntions 
Domestic missionary needs full or partial support to 
continue fruilful work. Reference. Rhys N. Thomas, 
506 N. linn, Fayelle, MO 65248, (816) 248-5252. cdvtrWin~ meeting places, preachers seeking work or conl:'regnt iona se:ekint: preac.hen. Also ot.her 

acceptable matter. Retired college teacher, aged 62, 41 years preaching 
experience, would like to work with sm1111, ambitious 
church in Texas Hill Country or Austin·San Antonio 
nren. Have mosl of supporl; adequate housing is 
chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0 . Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488·6369. 

BEAR VALLEY CJIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-P ersonal Evnngcli~m-Missions 
Exceptional Cur riculum for Women 
.. npproved lor Vcternn·a training"' 

Leonard lit. Gray-Di rector 
I (303) 986· 5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr. Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
Southsid e Church ot Christ 1505 S . Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison. Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7 :00 P.M . 
OHA'I' HAllt, N. J .. Fairmount and S o uthern 
Blvd., 07928. N ORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
ALASI<.A - ANCHORAGE OHURCll OF 
CHRIS'!', 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friP.nds in A lnakn. Pnt Mclltnhnn o r 
Glenn Randolph. Box 314. Anchorn~~:e. Alnskn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 o r 344-571 9. 

DAV ARF.:A SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plensanton, Cnllfornla 94560 
James W. F e rguson. Sr .. Direct or 

NOW WORSHIP ON I SLAND OF KAUAI, 
HA WAH. Ph. (808) ~22-1960 or Cla rence May, 
Churr.h ot Christ, 4647 H aunnln Rd., Knpna, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evnn~~:elist 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and lout work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
ing. Wife-primary teacher in p ublic and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton. 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 75050 (214·642·0656). 

DENVER, COLORADO 802.28 
t .AIC..E WOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
T e le.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages F or Service Times 
Trnnslnllon for DML Terry Cartwright, minister 
.. EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CA LIFORNIA. 
Sierrn Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare sta ff. (Chrislian rouplcs.) Good pny nnd bene· 
fits. If interested. rontnct Ste,·e BerJZmnn. Execu
tive Dirertor. at P .O. Box 597, Vncnville. CA 95688, 
or rail 707 / H 8-3557 ... 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with wrillen material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape· A·Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St. , Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE TtE OIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather 8nmples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congreg~tions in large northeast population area or a 
congregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
in same area that is in need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 761 ;9. 

I. B.M. COUNTRY POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives in friends. Church 
meets ~t 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially olde r Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Mor~t"nn A."Ye., 
u:s. 460 E nBt Oppoalte K-lllnrt. Offlee 477-
5271. nobby Wnde, Min. 470-401ro. 
VU~JA, ARIZ.. 051 W. 28th St. Sunda y 

10. 11 a.m . & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344-3750 
BREWER, J\IAINE-241 Center St., V .F.W. Hall. 
Sunday c lasses, 10:16: W orship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-(383. Visitars W elcome. Wrltn about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE. MOTOR MECHAN ICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOU LD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE. NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SffiiNG UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTI ONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589·7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/ weekends), or wri te to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Small rural congregation in Briggs, Texas needs full time 
preacher. The salary is $150.00 per week with house and 
util ities furnished. Call 512-489·2385 after 5 p.m. 

FOR SALE: Dible Call set up. 2 machines; 1 answering 
machine; over 250 tapes, both children and adult. 
$1 ,500.00, shipping paid in continental U.S. Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 602, Brush, CO. 80723. (303) 
842·2655 . 
WANTED: Approximately 200 used auditorium theater
type seals. Contact WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Box 222, Artesia, NM 88210. Or call: Bill Hearn, 505/ 
746·9017; Bill Henry, 505/748-2414; Dallon Bell, 505/ 
748-2134. 
CHRISTIAN . OPPORTUN ITY: Position open for Assist
ant Administrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
e tc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mail resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Bell line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723·1811 after 6:00 p.m. 

S URPLUS PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick Offset Press Model #320, A.B. Dick 52 
Folder, Elliot! Addresser ;!6721, SCM 33 Electrostatic 
Copier. All for 51,000. Call 1\tonday· Friday 817·767·1300. 
23rd and Crace Church of Chr ist, Wichita Falls, Texas. 
YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizationa l, and leadership 
skil ls. Preference will be given 10 applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 
rela ted activity. lnleresled parties should request in
formation package and appl ication Instructions from 
West End Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Allenlion: Bob Ward. 
I Buy Old Songbooks and related Histories. Steve Cos
grove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Preacher with 27 years of experience desires to re
locate. Contact Cecil Lanning, Box 626, Talihina, Okla. 
74571. Phone (918) 567·2127. 
We have partial support 10 work wilh a congregation 
with growth potential located in the South. Call (817) 
893·5852. 

OPPORTUNITY AT UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON Cen
tral Campus. Work with Church of Christ Student 
Ministry. A recent graduate or a person looking for 
graduate study opportunities. Contact B. C. Kirkland at 
713/649·1 516 or 749·4652 or b1• writing 6129 Brook
leaf, Houston. TX 77087. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETI REMENT 
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visi t Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many cxcil i n~:t activities nearby and is the location o f a 
small bul growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Chris!, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 

Syracuse, New York 
lcl us conlacl your friends and relatives. Church meets 
al 4962 West Seneca Turnpike, Zip 13215. Call Robert 
Goff at 315-469·7226. 
Minis ter Available-lnleresled in Personal Work and 
Senior Cilizens programs. Age 63, B.S. Christian Edu
cation, M.A. Religious History, 18 years in current pul
pit. Norman l. Warren, 1-209·625-1724 or 2735 So. 
Encina, Visalia, Calif. 93277. 
Wan ted: Mature minister without hobbies. Adequate 
salary and n ice home. Church of 100 membersh ip, plus 
many winter visitors, has history of long preacher 
tenures, in beautiful Rio Grande Valley. Apply: Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 482, Mission, Texas 78572. Ph. 
512·S85-1568 or 51 2-585-2197. 

INVESTIGATE! Tbe F irm FoonclntfoD 
trle• to acreen ad"Yer11Aing-, nnd will not 
lalO\'flnt;1T tnke que•tlonable aclverti•ln,.. 
Du t lt Ia tlle r e nder'a reapon•lbllJty to In· 
veatlgnte. Like n nT o ther paper, we aome
tlmea un•Tittlngly rnn an un••orthy ad. 
A.a the olcl llnTlng goea, before yon lnveat, 
ln"Yeatl~ate l 

WESTHILL IN CORSICANA 
SUPPORTS DUNLAP 

Elmer Dun lap, a 12 year veteran of 
the work in Puerto Rico is the most 
recent addition to the Mission Staff of 
the Church of Christ-Westhi ll in Corsi
cana, Texas. Dunlap is currently laboring 
w ith the church in San Anton io, Puerto 
Rico, located on the northwest corner of 
th e island. This is his thi rd successful 
labor in Puerto Rico, and the congrega
tion shows promise of developing elders. 

INCLUDE Y O UR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a list or n ew subecrlp· 
lions to t h e F irm Foundation, please be 
lure each h as the proper Zip Code number 
n.rter the city and •tate. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. O.Box !BC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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BOX 2255 e WEST MONROE, LA. 71291 FURMAN KEARLEY JIM McGUIGGAN 

NEALE PRYOR 

AVON MALONE 

ROY LANIER, JR. 

CLYDE WOODS 
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NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON YOUR TV! 
INTERNATIONAL VIDEO BIBLE LESSONS are taught by interesting and qualified instructors selected especial· 
ly for each particular area of study. All 66 books of the Bible are available right now or in the very near future: 

Book: 
Video Bible Lessons 
(27 Minutes Each): 

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
I Samuel - 1 Kmgs 11 (Bible History· !) 
I Kings 11 - Esther (Bible History-It) 
Job 
Psalms 

Wisdom Literature (Pro. Ecc. S of S) 
Isaiah. Jeremiah. Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea-Nahum (Minor Prophets-!) 
Habakkuk-Malachi (Minor Prophets-It) 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Romans 
I - II Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
Colossians 
I - II Thessalonians 
I T imothy 
II Timothy & Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 
1-11 Peter 
1-111 John 
Jude 
Revelation 

To ics: 
Authority 
Bible & Archaeology 
Bible Geography 
Bible & Science 
Bible View of God 
Christianity: A Clear Case of History 
Church of Christ 
Church Growth 
Discipleship 
Drawmg for the Master 
How We Got the Bible 
Inspiration of the Bible 
Instrumental Mustc 
Positive Spiritual Attitude 
Prayer and Fasting 
The Reign of God 

26 
13 
6 
5 
8 

13 
13 
4 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 

(Inquire) 
24 
20 
13 
13 
26 
13 
27 
26 
28 
26 
26 
20 
13 
13 
8 

13 
13 
13 
13 
2 

24 
18 
13 
25 
6 

26 

6 
10 
6 
3 

11 
(Inquire) 

12 
16 
13 
6 
2 

10 
8 

(Inquire) 
15 

Instructor: 

John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Clyde Woods-Freed-Hardeman College 
Norman Gipson. Bear Valley School of Preaching 
Alben Lemmons-Nashville. Tenn. 
Alben Lemmons-Nashville. Tenn. 
John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
John Willis-Abilene Christian University 
Jim Young-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Tony Ash-Institute for Christian Studies 
John Willis - Abilene Christian University 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Jim McGuiggan-Sunset School of Preaching 
Furman Kearley-Abilene Christian University 
Furman Kearley-Abilene Christian University 
Bill Smith-WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Rubel Shelly. David Lipscomb College 
Neale Pryor-Harding University 
Frank Pack-Pepperdine University 
Rov Lanier. Jr.-Bear Vallev School of Preaching 
Bill Smith. WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Bill Smith. WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Edward C. Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Edward C. Wharton-Sunset School of Preaching 
Calvin Warpula. WFR School of Biblical Studies 
Avon Malone. Hardina Universitv 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Avon Malone-Harding University 
Calvin Warpula. WFR School of Biblic 
Neil Lightfoot-Abilene Chr' tian -
J _J _ Turner-WFR S ol 
Carroll Osburn, Ha 
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STREET PREACHING IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA during the 
Pan-Ameri_can ~ectureship. A Color:nbian preacher speaks to 
hundreds m a CJty park before movmg on to another location 
in another park. Services lasted about an hour in each of 
several locations and were attended by a number o f Americans 
present for the lectureship, but w ere principally made up of 
people from the streets who gathered to hear the gospel 
preached. Harland Rail and his co-workers are doing a good 
JOb of planting the church in M edellin . 

A ustin, Texas, January 25, 1983 
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Leaning on the Wine/. 

God had a lot of trouble with Israel, just as he has 
with us. Despite the enslavement of Israel by Egypt, 
Israel repeatedly "longed for the flesh pots of Egypt" 
even before they were hardly out of sight of the scene 
of their bondage. As the nation in later times began 
to fall apart, Israel put its trust in Egypt again instead of 
the Lord. The burden of Isaiah's message seems to be 
that Israel had foolishly forsaken the Lord their God in 
favor of an alliance with Egypt. Isaiah called it leaning 
on a bruised reed that would break and pierce the hand. 

In chapter 31 Isaiah pronounced a woe upon Israel 
because they had turned to Egypt for help rather than 
to God, and he points out that the "Egyptians are men 
not gods, and their horses are flesh not spirit." He 
solemnly predicted that the helped and the helper 
would fall together, and as Ernest Fitzgerald said, 11You 
are leaning on the wind." 

We wonder what the fiery prophet wo~ld say if 
somehow-if he ever could, somehow-get an invita
tion to fill the local pulpit. 

Hardly have Christians been rescued from the world's 
bondage and baptized unto jesus, as Israel was baptized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, until they look 
back to the ways of the world and depend upon 
gadgetry to grow the church. If Isaiah looked over our 
bus ministries, and fellowship halls, and peg boards, 
and coffee pots, and social functions, and visitation 
teams, and local church staffs, and big budgets, and a 
thousand other schemes we use to grow the church, we 
wonder if he wouldn't label them all bruised reeds, and 
a leaning on the wind. 

We have had all these things for a generation now, 
and it hasn't grown a church. We have more divorce 
than ever, more broken homes and more orphaned 
children. We have more drinking, dancing and drugs. 
We have more selfishness and more lust. We have more 
greed and more gore. Gadgetry hasn't worked. Are we 
leaning on the wind? 

Why can't we let the church be the church? Why 
can't we be one people under God alone? Why can't 
we get serious about this business of going to heaven? 
Why do we make fun of total commitment? Maybe we 
all need some prayer partners. Why does the average re
ligious life seem so empty and insecure? Why are we 
so critical? Why so vicious? Have we forgotten that 
underneath are the everlasting arms and overshadowing 
us are the mighty wings? Must we turn to Egypt and trust 
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in parties, picnics and play? If we had been dipped, 
plunged, immersed, buried into jesus Christ as com
pletely and overwhelmingly as we contend that people 
are when they are baptized, maybe we would have 
more trust in using God and his methods to accom
plish our victories. 

We have lost much of the meaning of life. The sig
nificance of being God's creatures is completely lost to 
most of the world. And with many of us our God
connection is exhausted in church-going and sermon
listening. We put our trust in things rather than in a 
person. When the wind shifts we fall. 

We are fast forgetting what the gospel is, and we 
are hearing less and less of it from our pulpits. Instead 
we are obsessed with counseling and ethical lessons 
that could come from any sectarian pulpit. We are lean
ing on the wind, and the next generation will pay an 
awful price for it. 

God would like a church, we believe, that could 
warn the world of the shifting winds. He would like a 
church that could anchor a rising generation in his al
mighty truth and tie it to the Rock of Ages, rather than 
leaving it adrift in a sea of sin. We have trouble with 
our children because we did not teach them differently. 
We surrendered their education to a totally materialistic 
society caught up in the atheistic Value Systems philoso
phy and we suffer the consequence in broken homes 
and ruined lives. We have been leaning on the wind. 

Instead of all·our programs we ought to be engaged 
in a desperate search for real meaning in our spiritual 
lives. Instead of moving from program to program and 
from fad to fad, we ought to be caught up in our lives 
being hid with God in Christ. There is a difference in 
leaning on the Everlasting Arms and in leaning on the 
wind. We could hope that during the past year we have 
put ourselves in a better position to move out by faith 
into a future full of insurmountable odds with the full 
assurance that we are leaning on God and not on the 
wind. 

The greatest possessions on earth are not those that 
we hold in our hands; but, rather, those we hold in our 
hearts. Those who look to, and lean on, men and men's 
schemes fall when their idols fall. When the wind 
changes-and it will-the support is gone. Maybe it's 
God we need to go back to. 
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Can Our Kind of Church Change Our Kind of World? 
R. D. ICE 

According to Jesus, "The kingdom of God does not come 
visibly, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' be
cause the kingdom of God is within you" (luke 17:20-21 
NIV). What Paul says helps to explain this: "Don't you know 
that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as 
slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-whether 
you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 
which leads to righteousness" (Rom. 6:16 NIV). The "church," 
then, is a matter of loyalties and relationships. 

"You don't get a living baby by buying a pair of legs, a pair 
of arms, a torso and a head, and sewing them together. A 
baby is an organic product. Live things spring from live 
things, not non-living pieces brought together." So wrote 
Sam Shoemaker. 

The story is told of a preacher who videotaped the services 
of a "live" congregation, and got his church to mimic the 
tape. Yet something still was missing! Life cannot be faked. 
Evangelism will change our kind of world. Evangelism is 
sharing life with those who do not yet have it. But before 
life can be shared, it must exist in those who are trying to 
share it. The church at Sardis was a "true church." The Lord 
called upon it to generate renewal. It was in the realm of 
possibility for them to wake up and to strengthen what little 
they still had (see Rev. 3:1-6). 

Shoemaker said "Most of our church work is occupied 
with rescuing local congregations from going under, or 
keeping them up to their old standards of prestige, or making 
them a howling outward success." Are those really valid 
goals? Perhaps they are necessary. One of the most crucial 
features of any church is the relationships within it. If the 
local church is not a living body of believers, evangelism is a 
hollow voice. It just proclaims doctrines and theories. Truth 
may be there, but unless the Word proclaimed has become 
flesh in a group of people, evangelism has nothing to in
terpret. The Christians at Thessalonica confirmed the Gospel 
by their example. Paul writes: "And so you became a model 
to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia-your faith in 
God has become known everywhere." 

Can praise be called a "forgotten dimension"? Christianity 
has truly been called a religion of ecstasy. The eunuch "went 
on his way rejoicing." Paul commanded: "Be joyful always." 
You cannot live in the presence of a risen Lord, and of his 
fiery Holy Spirit, without a continuous, graceful excitement 
burning in your soul. Read the hymn of praise in Philippians 
2:6-11; and compare Romans 8:31-39; Ephesians 3:14-21; 
Revelation chs. 4 & 5. As one version translates Psalm 89:15, 
"Blessed are the. people who know the festal shout." 

William James said religion was either a dull habit or an 
acute fever. Sam Shoemaker wrote: "These men and women 
are not only conservative about the faith, which is right; 
they are conservative about their own growth and willingness 

to change and learn, which is wrong ... It is time to say it. 
It is not the strength of our enemies that holds us back. It is 
our own weakness. The church's best people who will learn 

· no more and move no further, nor faster-are our stumbling 
block." The Lord is looking for people who will come alive 
to him, who will see ·as he sees, who will empathize with 
those lost in depression and failure and loneliness and those 
bound by unbreakable habits and fears. (How much empathy 
would such "problems" get in your congregation?) 

The church must take a fresh look at its work in the world. 
It must make the faith live in and for the world that God "so 
loved." It must also restore the spirit and power of the first
century church. In doing this we cannot afford to ignore or 
distort the role of the Holy Spirit. Just as the prophets fore
told the coming of jesus Christ, God's Messiah, so did they 
speak of the Holy Spirit. It is unfortunate that some in "run
ning out of the Babylon" of "Pentecostalism" have "run on 
past Jerusalem" and stopped an equal distance away in the 
opposite direction. 

Baptism is a "finished work" which has a dimension of the 
Spirit as well as water. The fullness of the Holy Spirit is 
given for the purpose of bold, adventurous evangelism. Chris
tians (who are Spirit-filled) are to join with the Spirit and the 
Bride in saying COME to the whole world (Rev. 22:17). The 
Spirit gives the Christian a different view of the world. 

Unless we have an optimistic view of God's plan for man
kind we might as well forget all attempts to evangelize. But 
if the Communists can win nearly half the world in fifty years, 
surely a church, revived and renewed by the mighty Spirit of 
God, can have an unprecedented influence on a world des
perately in need of the good news of Jesus. Paul wrote by 
way of example that he planted, Apollos watered, but that 
God was the one who made the plant grow. Perhaps we 
ought to begin by trusting him to "make the plant grow." 

No one is insulted when something is said about their little 
children growing up. It is a normal process-a part of life. 
God's call to the Christian is a challenge to go further in 
spiritual life and development. It is possible to make a deeper 
commitment to the Lord. Peter did this when he was "con
verted." 

john Bunyan, in his book "Pilgrim's Progress," pictures a 
man sitting, always looking downward, digging in the dust 
and debris at his feet, searching for something of value. Yet 
just above his head is suspended a gold crown-which he 
can have just by reaching up and taking it! What possibilities 
lie before the Christian if only he/she will look up! How 
little the world realizes the treasure that lies in the middle 
of the church of our Lord. But how little the church realizes 
it also. 

1210 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
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What About Separation of Church and State? 
M. NORVEL YOUNG 

The rising tide of secularism, material
ism, and humanism manifests itself in 
many ways. One of the most obvious is 
the subtle, yet significant, change that 
has taken place in the minds of millions 
about the so-called "separation of 
church and state." 

Elton Trueblood, the widely respected 
author of such books as "The Predica
ment of Modern Man," sent me the fol
lowing article on the difference between 
"establishment and complete secular
ism." He states the issue so clearly, that 
I believe you will find it most helpful. 

It is widely supposed in our country 
today that the Constitution of the United 
States proclaims the principle of "sepa
ration of church and state." As a matter 
of fact, it does nothing of the kind' The 
Pfincip~e of separation does not appear 
e1ther m the pnmary document or in 
the Bill of Rights, which is represented 
by the first Ten Amendments. We are 
wise to remind ourselves of how brief 
the constitutional reference to the sub
ject really is. On the subject of religion 
the Bill of Rights says only the following: 
"Congres.s shall make !1~· law respecting 
an establishment of rellg1on, or prohibit
ing the free exercise thereof." Such 
brevity is almost breath-taking. 

The key word in the laconic statement 
is "establishment." This was, of course 
something with which the founding fa~ 
!hers wer~ familiar, many of them hav
mg expenenced it at first hand. The 
most vivid example of what they sought 
to prohibit was the practice of both 
England and Scotland, which continues 
to this day. The Ch~:~rch of England, 
known also as the Anglican Communion 
is established in the precise sense that 
the Queen appoints the bishops and that 
church property is maintained by gen
eral taxation. The Coronation of the 
monarch occurs in Westminster Abbey 
the crown being put in place by th~ 
Archbishop of Canterbury. ·Valuable as 
such an arrangement has proven in 
Great Britain, the architects of our coun
try decided to reject it hoping to cre
ate something better. What they sought 
was a middle ground between establish
ment, on the one hand, and complete . 
secularism on the other. We are grateful 
for the creation of this system which 
has, on the whole, been highly suc
cessful. We are more likely to J:)e able to 
preserve it if we understand thoroughly 
what the system is. 

As we. examin7 the opening phrases 
of our Bill of R1ghts, we soon realize 
that rejection of "establishment" and 
"separation" are radically different ideas. 
Indeed, if by "church" we mean the 
whole body of believers, we have never 
as a nation experienced either separa
tion or establishment. If there were an 
esta~lished church arrangement, one 
part1cular body of believers would be 
given preference and advantages which 
other groups do not enjoy, b~t this we 
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have never had. This, however, does 
not mean the denial of privileges in 
general. What we have done, in fact, is 
to give assistance to all churches, rather 
than to one alone. 

Far from requiring "separation" of 
church and state, we have created 
n~~bers of connections which are sig
mflcant features of our entire social 
order. Among the practical connections 
are the following: 

1. FREEDOM FROM TAXATION of 
church property, if used for church 
purposes, is universal in the nation 
This is a large item in.our economy: 
If church. owned. buildings, used 
for worsh1p and mstruction, were 
taxed, as adjoining property is 
taxed, the burden on church 
bu~g~ts would be great indeed. 
Th1s 1s not only a connection be
tween church and state, but really 
a gift from the state to all churches 
of all sizes and denominations. 

2. CHAPLAINS OF CONGRESS, in both 
the Se.nate and the House .of Repre
sentatives, are appointed and sup
ported. By this means the Houses 
of Congress regularly open with 
prayer, those leading the vocal 
prayer representing a variety of de
nominations. Sometimes the con
gressional prayers are published by 
the United States Government 
Printing Office. A good illustration 
is that of the Prayers offered by 
Edward l. R. Elson, Chaplain of the 
Senate in the Ninety-Second Con
gress. 

3. CHAPLAINS OF ALL THE ARMED 
SERVI~ES are r~gularly appointed, 
both m peacet1me and wartime. 
These chaplains whether jewish 
Roman .Catholic or Protestant ar~ 
both representatives of chu~ches 
and officers of the United States 
Government, directed to the task 
of nurturing the spiritual life of all 
of the men and women who serve 
in the various units of defense. 

4. CHAPLAINS TO PRISONS are se
lected from persons available from 
a.ll denominatio~s. In many situa
!lons these prov1de the only spir
Itual nurture that imprisoned per
sons receive, thereby making sure 
that those who are incarcerated are 
not forgotten. Fred Silber, Secretary 
of the Board of Yokefellows lnter
nati?na!, is .an e?<cellent example of 
ded1cat1on m th1s redemptive work. 

5. THE NATIONAL THANKSGIVING 
which has been proclaimed and 
observed every year since its inau
guration by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863, is the most obvious 
recognition which we have of the 
religious roots of the nation. It is 
at once a national observance, set 
up each year by the highest elected 
officer of the government, and also 
a time of grateful devotion. The 

Federal Thanksgiving was really one 
of the chief achievements of Presi
dent Lincoln. Along with it, Lincoln 
made several calls to national 
penitence. 

6. INCOME TAX ADVANTAGES to pas
tors of all denominations constitute 
an important assistance in church 
finances. All money spent in provid
ing homes for servants of the 
churches are tax deductible, as far 
as Federal Income Tax is concerned. 
This demonstrates a significant dif
ference between treatment accord
ed to churches and to business. 
Furthermore, the tax deduction per
mitted in church contributions by 
all givers, constitutes what is virtu
ally a subsidy. 

7. THE MOTTO "IN GOD WE TRUST." 
which appears · on both paper 
money and coins represents a sig
nificant feature of our total culture. 
The same words appear on the 
walls of the United States Capitol. 
This is a vivid reminder to all who 
are perceptive, that the nation 
recognizes that civil power, how
ever great it may be, is not absolute. 
Here we have a potent expression 
of the concept of limited sover
eignty. 

8. THE PHRASE, "UNDER GOD," 
which is an official part of our 
Salute to the Flag, is appreciated 
partly because it arose out of the 
agony of the Civil War. The phrase 
was interpolated by President 
Lincoln in the most famous of all 
American addresses, that given at 
the Gettysburg Battlefield, Novem
ber 19, 1863. The unintended use of 
the phrase ''Under God" which 
arose from the very depths of 
Lincoln's soul represents his under
standing of the relations between 
the human and the divine order. 
We know something about our 
people when we contemplate the 
fact that this theological concept 
is now employed every time the 
flag is saluted. 

Now, in spite of the manifest success 
of the middle way we have what is 
virtually a crusade on the part of those 
whose purpose is to rid our society of 
the religious connections which have 
been valuable in our history. Besides 
the avowedly atheist societies involved 
in this crusade the strongest voices are 
those of the American Civil Liberties 
Union. Those engaged in the effort to 
change the character of our culture de
sire the adoption of a system similar to 
that of Sov1et Russia. In Russia, it is 
proudly asserted that religious freedom 
exists, but the important question is that 
of the meaning of freedom. What it 
really means is SEGREGATION. Re
ligious commitment is permitted, but 
only if it is restricted to the vicinity of 
the church building. There is freedom 
in the hour of worship, but there is no 
freedom to penetrate the fabric of so
ciety. 

In a similar way the persons in our 
nations who object vociferously to any 

(Continued on page 11) 
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For more than thirty years I have 
served as an evangelist in the Lord's 
church. Some of that time has been 
spent in the double role of preacher and 
elder, and such is my current position. 
It has been my observation that unity 
among brethren is only achieved and 
maintained as concerned seekers of truth 
continue to evaluate ideas and practices 
in the unchanging light of God's eternal 
word. Time after time I have seen ques
tions, that had become the cause of real 
conc~rn,, clari.fied through private and 
pubhc d1scuss1ons of dedicated men who 
were, "Mighty in the scriptures." 

Some Side Roads Repaired 
Most of us are now confident that it 

is not wrong to have a baptistry in a 
church building; to use multiple cups 
in the Lord's supper; to have separate 
Bible classes for all ages; to cooperate 
with other local churches of Christ in 
evangel~stic efforts; to assist in the care 
of orphan children in homes maintained 
for that purpose; or to assist from the 
church treasury, under certain circum
stances, one who is not yet a Christian. 

We are also sure that the variou!; 
theories of premillennialism are the re~ 
suit of a gross misunderstanding of the 
nature of the kingdom; and that the time 
and need for miraculous powers to be 
bestowed on men has ceased. 

Some Side Roads Are 
Simply Overemphasis 

At times some particular methods and 
procedures for executing the Lord's 
work becomes "fads". This has resulted 
in an inference by some that those 
who do not get involved in such are 
second-rate congregations and (or) indi
viduals. Among these can be numbered 
such things as evangelisti~ campaigns; 
chu_rch camps; youth ~alhes; marriage 
ennchment semmars; smgles seminars· 
bussing ministries, etc. Usually thes~ 
run their course, and are P,laced in their 
proper perspective, while something 
else becomes the "must" of the hour. 

At present there are at least two 
points of current emphasis that need to 
be carefully evaluated as to their pos
sible effects on the future of the Lord's 
church, and as to the accuracy of their 
claims of primary importance. Certain 
aspects of these must also be considered 
in the light of scripture. 
The Side Road of "Academic Excellence'' 

In recent years I have observed that 
higher education has been stressed by 
some to the point that it has become a 
requirement imposed by many of our 
brethren. It seems that "academic ex
cellence" has become a god to be wor
shipped by vain men. We must remem
ber that not every man who has the 
interest and ability to preach the gospel 
of Christ has the means, the time or 
the inclination to achieve the stand~rds 
that are demanded by a hierarchy of 
"academic scholars" in the brotherhood 
of the churches of Christ. May the words 
of the apostle Paul be remembered: 
"But I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, 
your minds should be corrupted from 
the simplicity and the purity that is to
ward Christ." 

Side Roads 
on the 

Narrow Way 
CLAUDE E. PARKER 

One should recognize the dangers 
that denominational seminaries, and 
certain graduate schools of religion, 
present to the gospel preacher and to 
the Lord's church. Many who have sat 
at the feet of higher education, and 
filled their minds with material of 
"scholars" who are outstanding per
verters of truth, have become far re
moved from Peter, Paul, john and the 
other Spirit inspired writers of the word 
of God. 

This is not meant to be critical of 
men who have earned degrees, and have 
remained faithful preachers of the gos
pel. It is intended to caution and warn 
of the danger imposed by institutions 
of learning that, to a great extent, have 
denied the true nature of the bible, 
and therefore present THE book as no 
more than fiction, fantasy, folklore, and 
Hebrew tradition. The fact that a few 
have come forth from such, still main
taining their spiritual integrity, is to the 
credit of their childlike faith in God and 
his word, and not to the credit of the 
institution. Gospel preachers who con
sider becoming students at such places, 
but feel that it will not effect them, 
should remember the words of the 
apostle Paul: "Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall." Other familiar words to consider: 
"Let all that enter beware!" 

Brethren should, and do, appreciate 
the fine men among us who have 
achieved expertise in Hebrew, Greek, 
and other fields of learning that are so 
helpful in dealing with the vast variety 
of religious errors of our day. May these 
ever remain humble, and true to God 
and his word, that he may be able to use 
them most effectively. May they also 
remember that their knowledge in other 
fields must not become a hinderance to 
their preaching the gospel of Christ in 
words understood by those who hear. 
When one does, he, and wise elders of 
local churches, may find that his most 
effective place of service may be in 
some college or university. This "side 
road" is one that should be placed in 
its proper perspective. 
The Side Road of Church "Counselors" 

Until recent years I had never heard 
the term "counselor" used as a position 
in the Lord's church. We simply con
sidered the work of elders and preachers 
to include necessary counseling, as it 
related to the saving of souls. The Lord 
said, "I counsel thee to buy of me gold 
refined by fire .... " We felt that the 
same concern and bible knowledge that 
qualified men to shepherd the flock, 
and effectively preach the word, quali
fied them to discuss any problem in 
which the Lord's church had the re-

sponsibility and opportunity to get in
volved. With me, as with many men 
who have dedicated their lives to such 
work, this has literally included rape, 
murder, incest, homosexuality, drug 
abuse, alcoholism, divorce, and just 
about every kind of family or individual 
problem that you can imagine. My 
"counsel" has not always been heeded. 
but many times it has been of som~ 
help. To my knowledge, there has not 
been one instance in which spiritual, 
mental, or physical harm has resulted 
from my efforts, for which I am thankful. 

Since so much emphasis is being 
placed upon the need for trained psy
~hlat_rists, p~ychologists and counselors, 
1t 1s mterestmg to note that in his book, 
"The Psychological Society," Martin 
Gross states: 

There seems to be almost no cri
teria, either academic or personal that 
the patient can rely on. But Dr. Allen 
Bergin thinks that he has an answer. 
He believes psychotherapy is a talent, 
!lot unlike music or painting. Train
mg may enhance the talent if it 
exists, but it cannot create it. 

"Unfortunately, only a small per
centage of professionals have the tal
ent a!'ld those ~re the ones who get 
the b1g effects m therapy,' Dr. Bergin 
stated when interviewed. 'The average 
untrained therapist does as well as the 
average trained one. Although 1 be
lieve training is good for those who 
have talent. Our problem is that we 
select therapists on academic creden
tials instead of on their personality. 
Academic work is almost irrelevant to 
the situation. The only way to select 
people for this field is to put them in 
a real-life situation and see how they 
work:" (The Psychological Society, 
Martm L. Gross, P.48) 

One reason why churches of Christ 
should be cautious about getting in
volved in the field of counseling, beyond 
that which concerned elders and preach
ers normally do in their work, is the 
danger of unqualified counselors doing 
harm. Gross quotes researchers, Charles 
B. Truax and Robert R. Carkhuff: 

The evidence now available suggest 
that on the average, psychotherapy 
may be harmful as often as helpful, 
with an average effect comparable to 
receive no help. (P.40) 

However, there are situations in which 
elders and preachers realize that they 
are not qualified to provide help that is 
needed. For instance, when one needs a 
medical doctor we must refer him to 
such: Likewise, when one is mentally ill, 

. we may recommend a psychiatrist. In 
either case there could be certain circum
stances under which the church could 
provide financial assistance, but such 
would be the exception, and not the rule. 
For a local church to employ "counsel
ors"-sometimes young and inexperi
enced-to get involved in all the prob
lems brought on by mental illness and 
moral laxity is very questionable. I am 
afraid that churches of Christ are too 
often like Israel, who wanted to be like 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Conflict of Truth and Opinion 
J. GLENN BOYD 

There is really no conflict between truth and opinion. The 
conflict exists between people who don't know the differ
ence. When you disagree with me, that's your opinion. 
When I disagree with you, you are defying truth. And that is 
how we determine truth and opinion. 

Jesus defined truth for us: "Thy word is truth." He said 
earlier that it is the truth found in his words that sets us 
free from sin. We will be judged by the words of Jesus, for 
he received them from God the Father. Thus the importance 
of determining what truth actually is. 

It must be realized by all Bible-believing people that truth 
is composed primarily of principles governing our service and 
worship to God. The apostle John closed his remembrance 
of the life of jesus with these words, "There are also many 
other things which jesus did, the which if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
would not contain the books that should be written." How 
much more would this thought be true if God gave us laws 
to govern our lives that dealt with every situation with which 
every individual alive would face. Impossible? Not for God. 
Impossible for mankind? Absolutely! That has already been 
proven under the Old Testament Law. Therefore it is im
perative that we realize that God has given us many prin
ciples that we are to apply to everyday living, 

That is not to say that God has left us without law. The 
principles themselves are in a very real sense law. And God 
has illustrated his principles with many commandments. 
Jesus states a principle, recorded in John 14:15, "If yo~:~ love 
me, you will keep my commandments." And he has left us 
many commandments to follow. He states another principle 
in John 13:35, "By this shall all men know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love one to another." In 1 john, there 
are many examples, or laws, given which apply to this prin
ciple of loving your brethren. Is every situation in which we 
have dealings with brethren discussed? No, thus the principle 
to love one another is to govern your actions toward your 
brethren in areas not discussed. In james 1:27, we are given 
the principle of caring for orphans, yet in all of scripture, to 
my knowledge, there are no laws discussing how this should 
be done, therefore we fulfill this principle in the most ex
pedient way possible, thereby fulfilling the greater principle 
of having a religion· that is pure and undefiled. Thus, in areas 
where God has given laws relating to the stated principle, 
we are to abide by those laws. In areas where laws are not 
given, our decisions are to be governed by applying the prin
ciple given with good common sense· and wisdom from 
above. 

To say that anything to which God has not addressed him
self, either negatively or positively, is permissible is many 
times a violation of this principle. For example, since God 
has spoken neither for nor against mechanical instruments 'h1 
worship it is a matter of opinion and therefore permissible. 
Such is the argument of denominationalists and an increas- • 
ing number of our brethren. Jesus states the principle gov
erning worship in John 4:24, 11God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth." "Must" is 

6 [S4l 

an absolute, indicating necessity in worshipping in this way or 
it will not be acceptable. 11Spirit" concerns our attitude, wor
shipping God with one's heart and not just with action. We 
have already determined what "truth" is; God's word. If _it is 
a 11must" that we worship according to truth, then it is an 
absolute necessity that it be found in truth, God's word. Paul 
said that we are to 11Speak" one to another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord." Again, 11in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spir
itual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God." Those 
are the basic laws governing the principle of worshipping 
God in song. Anything else, such as mechanical instruments, 
even though done with the proper spirit, is not according to 
truth; therefore violating the principle of worship it is not 
acceptable to God. Does God say it is wrong? No. Does he 
have to? No! 

Another example that illustrates this principle is the Lord's 
Supper. It, too, is to be governed by the principle of wor
shipping God according to 11Spirit and truth." We use fruit 
of the vine and unleavened bread to commemorate our 
Lord's death. Why? Because the Lord used those ingredients 
while instituting his Supper on the night in which he was be
trayed. We take the example given and use it as a command
ment, and rightly so. We would never think of using Mrs. 
Baird's Pull-Apart and Minute Maid orange juice, even though 
the Lord never spoke against such things. 

It is amazing that the laws governing the Lord's Supper are 
merely examples, not direct commands, and we have no 
problem with them (except the practice of denominationalists 
to partake of the Supper quarterly, etc.). And yet the laws 
given concerning singing are plainly direct commandments, 
but most religious people, including many of our brethren, 
see no problem in violating those commands and the prin
ciple by adding mechanical instruments. 

And what of drinking, smoking, dancing and various other 
things that are being looked upon with less and less concern, 
to the point of beign acceptable. We seem to be sure that 
since the Bible supposedly does not "point-blank" condemn 
drinking, only drunkenness, that drinking in moderation is 
permissible. But how it violates Bible principles! First of all, 
in scripture, when it is evident from the context that what is 
being spoken of is intoxicating drink, it is without exception 
condemned. Secondly, we are to 11abstain from every form of 
evil." Can anything really good be said of drinking alcoholic 
beverages? Is it not directly the cause of so much evil in the 
world, and indirectly much more? Thirdly, it destroys the 
body, the Spirit's temple, with which we are to glorify God, 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Even drinking in moderation 
will destroy the body if done over an extended period of 
time. The second and third principles also apply to smoking, 
the second to dancing. Does the Bible positively condemn 
these activities? Possibly not. Do the principles stated apply 
to, and therefore condemn, these activities? Absolutely! 

Bible principles not on'ly prohibit things not spoken di
rectly against, but also permit certain things not directly 
spoken for; as long as the principle -is not violated. But if we 
hold to the belief that anything not spoken against is per
missible, then there is no place to stop and virtually any
thing is allowed. Denominationalism should have already 
taught us this lesson. 
Box 144, Tolar, TX 76476 
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God's Law of Growth and Decay GLOVER SHIPP 

Our very first toothache, perhaps just as a child, is a sign 
that the process of decay has already set in. Along with the 
fall of man in Eden came a new universal law of nature: All 
life is dust; that is, composed of earthly chemicals. Being 
made up of the dust of the earth, it eventually returns to the 
dust. This is just as true of humans, as it is of plants and 
animals. The process of decay may be delayed some, but it 
cannot be altered permanently. It is a basic law of God that 
whenever any living creature or object ceases to grow, it soon 
begins to decay, for it cannot remain on a plateau of non
growth. Rather than flee this fact, or hide it behind a fortune 
in youth-restorative lotions, we should accept and respect it. 

Same Principle in Spiritual Realm 
The same principle holds true also in the mental and 

spiritual realms, as well as in the physical. When we cease to 
grow mentally, our minds begin to decline in power. When 
we no longer grow spiritually, we always begin to retrogress. 

Not only do individuals retrogress spiritually, when they 
cease to grow, as indicated in such passages as Hebrews 
5:12-14, II Peter 3:18 and Galatians 3:3. Entire churches, 
which formerly grew in numbers and faith, may at first stag
nate and then begin to decline, in spirit, works and num
bers. Laodicea is an example of a church which hoped to rest 
on the laurels of its wonderful social and financial position, 
only to find that it was a blind and very ill congregation 
(Rev. 3:14-21). The church in Ephesus had slipped greatly 
from its earlier works (Rev. 2:5). The church in Sardis had 
not only ceased to grow; it had ceasea to even live, although 
it was still going through the motions of a living body (Rev. 
3:1-3). 

Rosy Expectations 
How many churches begin with rosy expectations and lofty 

goals: "Someday, with the Lord's help and generous contribu
tions from the brethren, we'll have a fine meeting place. We'll 
develop a great program. We'll have, not 25 members, but 
250 or 2500." However, as the years pass, attrition sets in and 
the church which had perhaps grown to 250 members now 
has 150 or even 50 ... Only a relative few congregations 
continue to grow, year after year, realizing eventually their 
initial goals. I know of some regions where the churches, on 
the whole, are smaller and less active than they were two or 
three decades ago, despite a steady population increase. 
Some churches in the area in question no longer even exist. 
I know of areas where not a single new congregation has 
been planted by existing churches in the past decade. I know 
of cities where a third or a half of the population is eth
nically mixed, but where no attempt is being made to preach 
the Gospel to the increasingly large numbers of minority 
groups surrounding the meeting places of the churches. To 
be sure, some groups, such as in Dallas, Texas (Hawn Park
way, for example)! are seeing the situation as it is and are re
sponding positively to it. 

A Lost CQncept 
As for purposely planning and developing new congrega

tions in neighboring communities and cities, this appears at 
present to be a lost concept. To illustrate, I asked church 
leaders in various key regions of the nation to respond to 
certain questions about church growth in their areas; In 
answer to the question about new churches being planted in 
their cities, all answered almost identically. For example: 

"No congregations are consciously starting new 
churches at this time" (Abilene). 

"There seems to be a far greater emphasis on church 
mergers than on planting new congregations" (los 
Angeles). 

"New churches have begun during the decade, but 
most of these out of reaction, rather than by planning 
by a 'parent' congregation. None of these has yet 100 · 
members" (Memphis). 

"There are no new congregations being started in our 
city. A few are beginning in small towns in the state ••• " 
(Detroit). 

Do these answers reflect a nationwide lapse? Do they 
reflect a diminishing interest in spiritual procreation? Until 
recently in history, it was normal for couples to produce 
several children. Those families which had no offspring were 
considered odd. Likewise, in the history .of Christianity and 
of the Restoration Movement, in particular, giving birth to 
new congregations was normal and areas where new con
gregations failed to spring up were considered abnormal. 
Alexander Campbell launched a number of churches, es
pecially through his publications and journeys. Barton W. 
Stone planted churches. Raccoon John Smith opened vast 
new areas of the South to the church. Walter Scott established 
a network of churches on the Western Reserve. Nor should 
we overlook David Lipscomb, who planted the roots which 
grew into many of the present churches in Nashville. My 
own father, C. H. Shipp, planted a number of churches in 
Oregon and California, but accomplished this task largely 
self-supported, since existing churches showed little interest 
in the arduous task. To such pioneers those who did nothing 
to give birth to new churches were considered odd. 

Plant New Churches 
Today, however, couples have few, if any children and 

churches give birth to few if any "daughter" churches. Dr. 
C. Peter Wagner, ardent missionary, church planter and 
writer of texts on church growth, affirms that the best way for 
the church to grow is for it to plant new churches. Not all 
will succeed, but many will grow and reach hundreds who 
would not otherwise have been touched with the Gospel. 

Despite this truth, which lies deeply with God's law of 
growth, the church today is almost totally out of the repro
ducing business. Oh yes, congregations baptize a few each 
year, half or more of these children of members, rather than 
adults from the world, but only a handful of churches convert 
more than a hundred a year. Yes, some of the members grow 
in grace and knowledge, but where is the great spontaneous 
growth in numbers of members and congregations experi
enced on the western frontier in the last century? Where are 
the new churches being planted at every key intersection in 
our great cities and in every town in our great states? 

Growth at all Levels 
God's law of growth and decay demands spiritual and nu

merical growth at all levels: Within the local church, within 
the area where that church meets, within its own Judea and 
Samaria and on to the uttermost parts of the earth. Unless 
we grow, dynamically, we will surely die, tragically! There 
is no neutral place in God's law of growth and decay for non
growth or even indifferent growth. Our growth goals must 
be those of the New Testament: 

"And the word of God increased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied greatly ... " (Acts 6:7 RSV). 

Can you say of your area that the number of the disciples 
is multiplying greatly and that each year new churches are 
being planted by growth-design, rather than by accident or 
division? 
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Reflections on ~Mur~er K·~.KOST~WSKI 
We decided to wait until 11:00 P.M. for teachmg us to dream .. The p1ctures 

before we started the task. As we entered ranged from the tw~ spec1al bab1es. who 
the office, 1 remembered a friend who we~e named ~fter h!m to some of. h1s. as
told me the most difficult job after her s~c1at~s who v~, la1d down the1r h,yes 
husband's death was to clear his office; w1th h1~, truly cl~ser than brotht;:rs. 
th t h's world one of life's four There s the mus1c box that deltcately 
"Com~~n Ventures/' as Elton Trueblood pl~ys "Yester~ay"; ~he little Russian im-

migrant gave 1t to h1m. There's the book 
would say. . . from the 86 year old man who thanked 

At this hour, no ~e~tmgs were m him for "teaching me about grace," a 
progress, no phones rmgmg, no broken set of praying tlands, not so artfully 
hearts waiting to be counseled. He began painted by a young aspiring sculptor. 
with the east wall of book~-reference, The ~ffice cried but from every shelf, 
New Testament comment~mes; the hu.n- poster and treasure that he had com
dreds of volumes orgamzed by topic. municated with people and yet "they'' 
The Genesis books. went together; our said he hadn't. 1 guess James' line about 
Sunday night series was aborted before "love covering a multitude of sins" just 
we even got to Jos.eph .. · wasn't big enough to cover a "com!TI~ni-

Emotion was at 1ts he1ght, so no con- cation problem." 1 suppose the B1bltcal 
versation took place between us except idea that the older men teach the 
when he would occasionally stop to. r_ead younger simply doesn't apply to elders 
an inscription from a special ed1t1on. and preachers. 
"Young's Analytical Commentary" had Some four hours later the Job was his
been a Valentine's gift from me in 1963. tory. Interrupted programs, half-finished 
Who would have guessed almost 20 years classes broken counseling appointments, 
later we would be packing it away? confus~d and lost friends seem as futile 

My job was to pack knick-knacks. and empty as the dusty shelves. 
There were the eagles, all of which were "Quenching the Spirit" took on n_ew 
gifts from people who thanked him for meaning as the door echoed shut·behmd 
helping them look up and gain strength us. 
for "they shall mount up with wings like 1 know the devastation and agony 
the eagles." through which my friend, went. l'v~ wept 

Then there were the pictures. I liked and mourned becau.se I vt;: expenenced 
the one of the interns presenting him a death also-and th~s ~ne 1~ as senseless 
with a huge cookie that read: "Thank you as an overdose. A mm1stry IS dead. 

A Bad Word 
In our day of "freedom" and "rights" 

obedience has become a bad word to 
most people. Judges let known criminals 
free, mostly on technicalities, rather than 
force them to obey the laws of the land. 
Many parents are afraid to _discipline 
their children because they m1ght rebel 
or run away. Churches fail to exercise 
discipline to get members to obey God's 
will, because "we might offend someone 
or drive them away." 

From every area of life we see a failure 
to demand and enforce obedience. Yet 
we continue to reap the tragic results of 
this slackness. 

It seems that there is a belief or feeling 
among many that love does not require 
obedience. That if we love someone we 
will not require obedience of them. But 
we find that God has always expected 
man to obey. To obey Him, to obey au
thority in government, to obey aut~ori~ 
in the family, and to obey auth_onty !n 
our worship. He de~anded obe~1ence m 
the Patriarchal Age, m the ":1osa1cal A~e, 
and still demands it today m the Chns-
tian Age. . 

But many confuse love with penms
siveness. Parents who give their children 
all they want and demand no obedience 
from them, claim they act out of love. 
A society 1hat does not expect people to 
obey its laws, and treats those who do 
with leniency, claims this is love. }"he 
situation ethics teacher and pract1cer 
claims to be able to reject all laws, and 
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WALTER SWAIN 

to act strictly through love. All have the 
same thing in common. They have con
fused love and permissiveness. 

Yet, jesus said, "If you love me you 
will keep my commandments." True love 
is not permissive, but demands. It de
mands in the sense that it realizes the 
need for authority in all areas of life, to 
maintain order. It demands in the sense 
that it knows obedience and discipline 
are necessary for one's spiritual and so
cial growth. It demands in that it knows 
that those who are not expected to obey 
will not learn to obey, and will become 
the dregs of society. 

Those who have true love for others 
realize that obedience is not a bad word. 
Jesus himself had to learn "obedience by 
the things that he suffered." B~ h_is 
obedience we are saved. Paul satd m 
Romans 16:25,26, that the gospel is to 
bring all to "obedience of faith." He says 
that it is by obedience that we attain 
unto righteousness: And that we are 
made free from sin by obedience. Pett;:r 
says that we purify our souls by obedi
ence to the truth. 

God requires obedience to the laws of 
the land. He requires obedience in the 
family. Servants are to obey their masters. 
In the church we are told to "obey them 
that have the rule over you." 

Certainly, obedience is not a bad word 
in the Bible. God himself has supreme 
authority over all, and demands that we 

The Walls of Our Lives 
BUD ROSS 

The walls of our lives often lie in ruins 
through neglect. It all begins very slowly. 
First there is a loose piece of stone or 
mortar. Then there is a crack that appears 
in the wall. And then it breaks into 
pieces and there is a hole. With further 
neglec't the weeds of carnality begin to 
grow through the wall. Such enemies as 
selfishness, lack of discipline, procrasti
nation, immorality, no. time . for God, 
compromise, and rebellton gam free ac
cess to our lives. 

Nehemiah's three-fold approach to re
building walls is a timely answer to the 
deterioration of our lives. 

1. The first phas7 was ev~lua~on. 
Don't hide behmd the rationaliza
tion "nobody is perfect." If your 
wall~ are decaying, admit the prob
lem. 

2. The second phase was reco-:'struc
tion. Nehemiah prayed for gu1dance 
before he ever touched a hammer. 
Do not try rebuilding your life with
out consulting the great architect. 

3. The third phase was perseveranc~. 
Maybe you have wept over your sm 
and confessed it openly to God. 
Maybe you have prayed_ for direc
tion in your reconstruction efforts. 
In Nehemiah's case one great thmg 
remained, "the people had a. min~ 
to work." A. W. Tozer put 1t th1s 
way: 

Every farmer knows the hunger of the 
wilderness. That hunger which no mo~
ern farm machinery, no improved agn
cultural methods can quite destroy. No 
matter how well-prepared the soil, how 
well-kept the fences, how carefully 
painted the buildings, let the owner neg
lect for awhile his prized and valued 
acres and they will revert again to the 
wilds and be swallowed by jungle or the 
wasteland. The bias of nature is toward 
the wilderness, never toward the frUit
ful field. 

Don't just repent. Rebuild! Persevere! 
Never give up! 

Box 1463, Ada, Oklahoma 74820 

obey him over all others. God has plact;:d 
authority in others in governm~nt, m 
marriage, in the family, and .'" the 
church and expects us to recogmze and 
obey those authorities. Our salvation 
through the grace of God depen~s upon 
our loving obedience to God's w1ll. Only 
those who have obeyed the will of God 
will attain heaven. 

Obedience is not a bad word. True 
love both demands and practices obedi
ence. Any nation, family, or church that 
does not put obedience in its proper 
place and expect it, will soon reap the 
sad fesults of its neglect. Let's return 
obedience to its proper place and respect 
in all areas of life. 

833 Begonia Street, 
Escondida, Ca. 92027. 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Bro. Dale Wells, evangelist for the Dimmitt, Texas congre
gation, presents some challenging things .in the following ar
ticle. Those desiring more can write him at 309 West ·Bed-

ford, Dimmitt, Texas 79027. Our thanks.-Leonard Mullens, 
P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

College or Kindergarten? 
DALE R. WELLS 

A fellow was describing a bit of detailed research he was 
doing. He summed up the depth of his work by saying: "This 
isn't Sunday School stuff." He said more than he probably 
meant to. 

What he said betrayed a sad reality. Intensive education 
and Bible study just don't seem compatible to most folks. 
In secular studies we dig deeper and deeper for knowledge; 
in Bible study we are content to scratch the surface, leaving 
great spiritual riches unmined. 

The church is not designed to be a spiritual kindergarten 
but a college for advanced studies in the Word of God. 
The complaint of the writer of Hebrews was that he had to 
teach the ABC's of the gospel over and over again because 
his readers refused to advance beyond the rudiments (He
brews 5:11-14). 

The reason they were such slow learners was that they did 
not "by constant use" train themselves 11to distinguish good 
from evil" (Hebrews 5:14). What they needed was some time 
doing their homework in the fundamentals so they could 
master the more advanced teachings about Christ (Hebrews 
6:1). 

It's a shame-no, it's a sin-to neglect intensive Bible 
study time both personally and congregationally. It's a sin 
because neglect keeps us at a stage of infancy which is dis
pleasing to God. He said: 11Because you have ignored the 
law of your God, I will also ignore your children" (Hosea 
4:66). 

Not every Christian can take college-level Bible classes; not 
every Christian can study in whatever program his congre
gations offers. Not every Bible class teacher can be a widely 
respected Biblical scholar; but every teacher can take ad
vantage of the scholarship of others to make his teaching as 
rich as possible. And every congregatio~ can provide a pro-
gram of intensive Bible study. ' 

Four years ago the Fourth and Bedford congregation in 
Dimmitt, Texas implemented a program designed to maxi
mize learning in our Bible classes. The program has under
gone some changes since it was first introduced, but it is 
still in operation. It has resulted in a marked increase in 
interest, learning and attendance among our students. 

All the studies we offer are textual studies. We believe that 
by studying the text of the Scriptures, we will cover every 
important topic in its proper context and with the same em
phasis given it by the Scriptures. 

Every study, even in our adult program, is a quarterly study. 
Assigning a specific number of lessons to each teacher neces
sitates that he spend ample time planning a balanced ap
proach to the material he is assigned. It also keeps classes 
from dragging the way "open-ended" studies are prone to do. 

We've established an adult curriculum by dividing the 
sixty-six books of the Bible into thirty quarterly studies: six
teen in the Old Testament and fourteen in the New. We 

offer three studies each quarter, so our curriculum calls for 
us to cover the entire Bible every two-and-one-half years. 

Each adult class lesson is taught first on Sunday morning 
and repeated to a different class the following Wednesday 
evening. This requires doube duty from our teachers, but it 
allows each student to select two of the three class offerings 
for that quarter. We have eliminated age divisions in our 
classes. Instead, we allow each adult to pre-register for the 
classes of their choice two weeks before they begin. 

In our primary, junior and teenage classes, teachers also 
teach a full quarter on both Sundays and Wednesdays. These 
studies are continued studies involving twenty-six individual 
lessons. Each study fits into a curriculum designed to take our 
youngsters through the Bible three times from the first 
through the twelfth grade, each time in greater depth. 

In every department except preschool, we have discon
tinued the use of published studies. Instead, we assign ma
terial for each teacher to cover several months in advance 
and leave the development of lesson plans, visuals, handouts, 
etc. to the teacher. The finished lesson plans are submitted 
first to our education director and then to the elders for 
their approval. This not only assures that the material will 
be sound; it provides an incentive for the teacher to do a 
great deal of indepth preparation for each lesson, thus assur
ing a consistent standard of excellence for our classes. 

The net result of this intensive approach to Bible study 
has been increased interest and learning in every age group. 
The increased interest is evidenced by a marked increase in 
Bible class attendance. We can now reasonably expect eighty 
to eighty-five percent of our worship attendance in classes 
each week. It is also seen in increased evangelistic zeal, 
especially among the youngsters who have grown up in t.his 
program. They are bringing their friends to classes, and talk•.ng 
to them about Christ. In the last two months we ve had f1ve 
additions as a result of the evangelistic efforts of our teenagers. 

Increases in learning are more difficult to measure. How
ever, our teachers agree unanimously that we are producing 
more knowledgeable Bible students at every level these days. 
This is partly a result of our class program, but it is. more 
likely a reflection of the increased study and pre~arat1on by 
our teachers which this type of program requ•res. Many 
teachers use handouts and visuals they've developed es
pecially for their lessons. Some even test their students 
periodically to gauge their effectiveness as teachers. 

In short, by relying less on the crutch of prepared materials 
and more on the study and initiative of our teachers, we're 
trying to transform our Bible classes from a spiritual kinder
garten to a college of God's Word. And it seems to be 
working. 
309 West Bedford, Dimmitt, TX79027 
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THE TOM WATSON FAMILY TO GO 
TO CAMEROUN, WEST AFRICA 

Tom and Deborah Watson have made 
a decision for two years mission work in 
West Africa. 

The Oxford, A labama Church has 
been a sponsoring congregation for a 
missionary fami ly in Cameroun since 
1971 and wi ll oversee the Watsons. 

The Watson's presently serve the 
Boone Plaza Church of Christ in Frank
fort, Kentucky. 

A tentative goal of approximately 

$12,000 travel and preparation funds is 
before the Watson's. Funds to this travel 
and preparation fund can be sent to : 
Elders, BOONE PLAZA CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, CAMEROUN TRAVEL FUND, 

517 GREEN-UP AVE., FRANKFORT, KY. 
40601. Or, they may be sent to: Elders, 
OXFORD CHURCH OF CHRIST, CAME
ROUN TRAVEL FUND, P. 0. BOX 3071, 
OXFORD, AL. 36203. 

A New Commentary On 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
By: Ea1·l A. M ille1· 

The best Commentary ever written on this difficult Book 

461 pp., cloth bound, $15.00 + $1.00 postage, Texas Residents add Tax 

Obtain from 
Earl A. ~filler, 9205 Collinfield Dr., Austin, Tx. 78758 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for P·reachers, Teache1·s, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
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~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 
sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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WHAT ABOUT SEPARATION OF 
CHURCH AND STATE 

(Continued from page 4) 
expression of civil religion, deny that 
they are irre ligious. They do not, say the 
editorial writers w ho oppose prayers in 
schools, have anyth ing against prayer. 
All they want, they say, is that prayer 
be kept in its p lace. 

The persons who are trying so hard 
to eliminate all connections between our 
government and its spiritual roots are in 
direct opposition in the thinking of Presi
dent Linco ln. It was he who instituted the 
use of " In God We Trust" just as it was 
he who gave us the phrase "Under God"' 
If the upholders of total secularism are 
to win the battle for men's minds, it wi ll 
be necessary for them to answer the 
powerful arguments which Lincoln pre
sented. 

The only point at which the zealots of 
separation have sco red a success is that 
of our schools. This is a very important 
success since it affects the minds of mi l
lions of growing minds. In what is a 
very doubtful interpretation of the Con
stitution, the pupi ls of our schools are 
deprived as is no other segment of our 
population . The fanaticism of those who 
would eliminate the experience of rever
ence from the schools is so extreme that 
even the posting of the Ten Command
ments on school walls has been pro
hibited. This is the more preposterous 
when we real ize the Ten Command
ments, more than any other document 
belongs to nearly all segments of our 
society. Appearing in both the jewish 
and Christian Scriptures, the Decalogue 
comes as near to universa lism as does 
any single element of our culture. Peo
ple who fight to keep the Command
ments off school walls really represent a 
strange new fanaticism. In any case it is 
novel, si nce such a prohibition would 
not have been conceivable in most of 
our history. It would be paradoxical, 
furthermore, for Congress to deny to 
children what it values for itself. 

We certain ly prize what the found ing 
fathers did, in that we do not want any 
one denominational group to monopo
lize the spiritual order of ou r lives. But 
we must, at the same tim e, be on our 
guard against a dominant paganism 
which would, if it could, cut the sp iritua l 
roots to wh ich we owe a tremendous 
debt. We desire not separation, which 
would in fact, always favor paganism, 
but the religious freedom w hich per
mits us to cherish valuable connect ions 
between the life of the spirit and the li fe 
of the state. Only by a fu ll appreciation 
of the middle system which, by God's 
grace, has been developed in th is fair 
land, are our liberties likely to be pre
served. On ly if we see the dangers are 
we likely to have both the wisdom and 
the courage to prevent them." 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

SIDE ROADS ON THE NARROW WAY 
(Continued from page 5) 

the nations around them. The emphasis 
now being placed upon counseling by 
some of our brethren is not a new thing. 
Martin L. Gross, from whom I have al
ready quo ted, wrote his book several 
years ago. In it he quotes Dr. Donald j. 
Holmes, a former University of Michigan 
psychiatrist, as saying: 

Psychology has also moved swiftly to 
fill the power vacuums in such decl in
ing disciplines as the ministry. Freud's 
atheistic ideas have paradoxically been 
used to bulwark the dwindling belief 
in an anthropomorphic God. Ministers, 
priests and rabb is now f lock to courses 
in pastoral counseling, making many 
members of the cloth seem more 
Freud ian than Christian. (The Psycho
logical Society, By Marlin L. Gross, 
p.11) 

There is no question as to the fact that 
wise, experienced, concerned counselors 
are needed. The thing that is question
able is for elders and preachers to dele
gate this important and sensitive part of 
their work to others, and for churches to 
seek men with academic credentials in 
counseling; and to set up a separate of
fi ce to ca rry on a semi-professiona l work 
in that area. 

If we were able to resolve all matters 
concerning the "side roads" mentioned 

at 
EAST TENNESSEE 

in this paper, another would arise to
morrow. Whatever the reasons: Be it 
ego; misguided zeal ; or sincere hope for 
more effective service, men are prone to 
get themselves, and churches, involved 
in some new idea or method. To stay in 
the narrow way we must keep lines of 
communication open between congre
gations of the Lord's church, w hile re
specting His plan for local autonomy. 
Every new thing that arises among us 
must be considered in the light of God's 
word, as to its lasting value, and its effect 
upon the Lord's work everywhere. And, 
finally, we must never neglect to pray 
for wisdom. 
445 N. A lma School Rd. 
Chandler, AZ 82224 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd .• Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901 ·76 1· 1350 90 1·683·1678 

You Can Study 

NEW TESTAMENT 
GREEK 

and 
DEFENSE 

of the FAITH 
with 

George E. Goldman 
Academic Dean. 

M.A., Harding Graduate School 
of Religion. 17 years c >pcricnce 

SCHOOL of PREACHING and MISSIONS 
• ESTABLISHED IN 1971 
• 2-YEAR PROGRAM FOR M INISTERS AND M ISSIONARIES 
• UNDER OVERSIGHT OF ELD ERS OF KARNS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
• NO TUITION CHARGES 
• APPROVED FOR VETE RA NS' TRAINING 
• NEW CLASSES ENROLL IN FEBRUARY, MAY, AUGUST, AND NOVEMBER 

For Free Catalogue, write : East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37921 
(615) 691-7444 or 691-7201 
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WEllS fAMilY PREPARES 
FOR WORK IN HUNGARY 

Robert Wells is now preparing to take 
the gospel into Hungary, a communist 
country w ith no full -time evangelist. 
Robert, 36, has worked with churches 
in Oklahoma and Missouri since grad
uating from the Preston Road School of 
Preaching in 1972. 

In April 1983 the Wells fam ily w ill 
move to Vienna, Aust ria w here they 
will train under Otis and Irene Gate
wood. Evangelistic work in Hungary 
wil l be possible by use of short- term 
visas which are readily avai lable. (Resi
dent visas cannot be obtained.) 

The Diboll, Texas church, is sponsor-

ing this mission effort. Month ly support 
is needed. Those wishing to be a part of 
this Hungari an work shou ld w rite or call 
the church of Christ, 1000 Arrington, 
Diboll, TX 75941. 

SCIENTISTS ENLIST COMPUTER 
IN " WHO WROTE GENESIS" 

CONTROVERSY 
Who wrote-or more precisely, how 

many authors wrote-the book of Gene
sis is a question which has troubled 
biblical scholars for the past 200 years. 

Scientists at the Technion, lsarel's 
Institute of Techno logy, have given the 
problem to a computer, which has an-

swered that Genesis had on ly one 
author. 

A team of researchers, coordinated by 
Prof. Yehuda Radday, a Bible scholar in 
the Technion's general studies depart
ment, fed the over 20,000 words of 
Genesis into a computer, w hich con
ducted a painstaking and complete 
analys is of the book's linguistic makeup. 
A fter appraising the computer data, the 
scientists concluded that Genesis most 
li ke ly was written by one hand. 

These find ings support the view held 
for centuries that the five books of 
Moses, which include Genesis, had one 
author. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
P hone 817-645-9208 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church gro~, too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX-SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested In 
mortgage ehureh bonds are currently earning 
interest at 1%% to 1S%. 

• No commlulon c:har1ea 
• lmme<llate and future taz beneflta 
• You lnveat for yourself and In 

church 1rowtb, too 
• Ideal plan to conalder for your 

llllDJ.ater'a retirement 
• TranaferriDa your ezbtma plan to 

Truat Company of America, could 
IDcreaae your retirement IDc:ome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
$%1000 Invested Per Year* 

After Investment @ 1Z% @ 15% 
15,757.75 
48,%34.88 

Z5311Z9.4Z 
1 11%3,491.4% 

5yrs. 
10yrs. 
ZOyrs. 
30yrs. 

$10,000 s 14,378.59 s 
zo,ooo 40,1%8.46 
40,000 168,8%5.77 
60,000 581,575.37 

*The pro)ectioasu.ed In the tables above are based on .:urrent 
rates, and are sub)e&:t to .:han&e. 
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Please send information on the: 

0 Keo&h Plan (Self·employed Retirement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Name 

Address 

City __ State Zip 

Phone No. 
(Day) (Nl&bt) 

Affiliated Maaa&era, Inc., P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 

1-800-858·4006 (In Texas: 1-800-69%·4174) 

This announcemeat Is not an oHer to •ell a or a •oHcltatlon of 
aa offer t o buy these se.:urltles. The offerla&ls made by the 
Pro•pe.:tu.. 
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. 
Communion ware of unsurpassed q~ality · 

--= _.:::.-

Every piece of Artistic's communion ware is pe rfec tl y propor
ti-Jned for ease in handling, is luxurious in we igh t and durab ly 
constructed to give many years of service. Each interlock ing tray 
holds 40 easily reached glasses, and bread plates are conve
niently self-stack ing. 

Available in: 
QUALITY Mt1ALS: an extra measu re of beau ty. pe rfection. durabilit y. 

• BRASS 
•CHROME 
•SfLVER PLATE 

ECONOMY METALS: beautiful. ye t modera tely priced . 
• SfLVER-TONE ALUMINUM 
• BRASS-TONE ALUMlNUM 
• POLISHED ALUMINUM 

ITEM BRASS :t: CHROME :t: SILVER PLATE :t: 

A Communion 
tray 12" dia. RW·400BR $64.00 RW·400CH $90.00 RW·400SP $125.00 

B Communion 
Cover 11" dia. RW·401BR $42.00 RW·401CH $63.00 RW-401SP $80.00 

C Communion 
Base 12%" dia. RW·402BR $35.00 RW·402CH $53.00 RW·402SP $70.00 

D Bread Plate 
Cover 6%." dia. RW-403BR $39.00 RW·403CH $58.50 RW·403SP $62.00 

E Bread Plate 
(slacking) 10" dia. RW·404BR $46.00 RW·404CH $69.00 RW·404SP $85.00 

F Bread Plate 
10" dia. RW·405BR $24.75 RW·405CH $37.00 RW·405SP $54.00 

Wonder Washer (Patented> 

Washes 40 glasses in seconds, 
quickly, easily, safely. 
RW-511 for Revell-ware 
and Sudbury trays $22.00 
RW -512 for Broad man, 
Judson, Wearever and 
Westminster trays $22.00 

COMMUNION GLASSES: t 
Crystal glasses of the f inest quality. 
RW-441-%." high $6.50 per doz. 
RW-66 1-o/n" high $6.50 per doz. 
Firm Foundation Disposable 
Communion Cups $13.95 per thousand 

SILVER·TON E BRASS· TONE POLISHED 
ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM t ALUMINUM :j: 

RW·500A $22.25 RW·500AB $22.25 RW·500 $18.75 

RW·501A $21.25 RW·501AB $21.25 RW·501 $17.75 

RW·502A $16.25 RW·502AB $16.25 RW·502 $13.75 

RW·503A $15.75 RW·503AB $15.75 RW·503 $13.75 

RW·504A $21.25 RW·504AB $21.25 RW·504 $19.25 

RW·505A $16.25 RW·505AB $16.25 RW·505 $13.75 

Order from FIRM FOUNDA~ION PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 



The church in Shiprock, N. M. has which wil l seat 160 with expansion later 
recently completed a new auditorium to 210. The Northside Church of Christ 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred L ee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
• H igh Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box l llC 
rlorencc, Alabama 35630 
1·800·9824807 or 
(205) 766·66 1 0 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Admin istrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Train ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 
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APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information ond Cotalog Write or ull 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

in Farmington, N. M. has granted a loan 
for construction. The church began 
meeting in Shiprock in March 1974 and 
has shown steady growth. Most of the 
congregation is pictured here. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Ordel'l smaller than 1000 cop
Ies n6i ac:c:epted. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78S86 
Phone: 512-399-S3S6 

512-399-5S85 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group l ife at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
MISSION SUPPORT NEEDED 

Advertising in thla section $1.50 per line. Designed especiall:r to accommodate C:Oil&'resrationa 
advertising meetinir placea, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Estab!ishing new congregation in SE Minnesota. Need 
workmg fund and Evangelist support. Write H. J, 
Sargent, 344-17th Ave. No., Onalaska, Wisconsin 54650 
or phone AC 608/783-0425. 
Wanted: Mature minister without hobbies. Adequate 
salary and nice home. Church of 100 membership 
plus many winter visitors, has history of long preach= 
er tenures, in, beautiful Rio Grande Valley. Apply: 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHA.M, N. J ... Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
.201-635-2688. 
&LASKA - ANCHORAGE CHUROH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. wm contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7534 or 344-5719. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF "'-EA. CHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton, Cnllfornta 84586 
---~es W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
ChurClb of Clirisi, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kap·aa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
En5rlewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evan5re1lst 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
ing. Wife-primary teacher in public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 75050 (214-642-0856). 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Chlldren's Home is currently hiring chlld 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
Clts. If interested, contact Steve Bergman. Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations in large northeast population area or a 
congregation that is seeking to establish a new work 
in same area that is In need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 76179. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
mVANSVILLE, IND., 22105 E. llorcan A. ve .. 
u.s. 460 Enat Oppo•lte K-llart. Ofllee 4n'-
52n. Robby Wade, llln. 4f6-40S6. 
YUltiA, ARIZ.. 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
WANTED: Approximately 200 used auditorium theater
type seats. Contact WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Box 222, Artesia, NM 88210. Or call: Bill Hearn, 505/ 
746-9017; Bill Henry, 505/748-2414; Dalton Bell, 505/ 
748-2134. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and Is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizational, and leadership 
skills. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 
related activity. Interested parties should request in
formation package and application instructions from 
West End Church of Chrrst, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Attention: Bob Ward. 

BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
CHRISTIA~. OPPORTUNITY: Position open for Assist
ant Admm1strator in a Christian Children's Home 
Salary- Food - Housing- Insurance- Retirement' 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mail resum~ 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER . NEEDED for small congregation. limited 
salary. Wnte P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723-1811 after 6:00 p.m. 

SURPLUS PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick Offset Press Model #320, A.B. Dick 52 
Fold~r, Elliott Addresser #6721, SCM 33 Electrostatic 
Cop1er. All for $1,000. Call Monday-Friday 817-767-1300. 
23rd and Grace Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Preacher with 27 years of experience desires to re
locate. Contact Cecil Lanning, Box 626 Talihina Okla. 
74571. Phone (918) 567-2127. ' ' 
We have partial support to work with a congregation 
~J~~s~~~~th potential located in the South. Call (817) 

Small rural congregation in Briggs, Texas needs full time 
preacher. The salary is $150.00 per week with house and 
utilities furnished. Call 512-489-2385 after 5 p.m. 
W.I~SBADEN, WE~T GERMANY-Growing American 
m1lltary congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~~~~6~/.'ovided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

Retir~d college teac.her, aged 62, . 41 years preaching 
expenence, would hke to work w1th small, ambitious 
church in Texas Hill Country or Austin-San Antonio 
area. Have most of support; adequate housing is 
chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
Minister Available-Interested in Personal Work and 
Senior Citizens programs. Age 63, B.S. Christian Edu
cation, M.A. Religious History, 18 years in current pul
pit. Norman l. Warren, 1-209-625-1724 or 2735 So. 
Encina, Visalia, Calif. 93277. 
Wanted: Mature minister without hobbies. Adequate 
salary and nice home. Church of 100 membership, plus 
many winter visitors, has history of long preacher 
tenures, in beautiful Rio Grande Valley. Apply: Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 482, Mission, Texas 78572. Ph. 
512-585-1568 or S12-585-2197. 
Preacher needed at the Hamilton Church of Christ. 
Please send resume to the following address, Church 
of Christ, 701 Adirondac, Hamilton, Montana 59840 
or call Dave Elmore at 406-642-3824. 
Congregation seeking a mature, experienced full-time 
preacher. Please send resume to: Search Committee, 
Kearny Church of Christ, 25th and Ave. C, Kearney, 
NE. 68847. 

Church of Chnst, P.O. Box 482, Mission, Tex. 78572. 
Ph. 512-585-1568 or 512-585-2197. 
PREAC~ER. NEED~D: .congregation of 175 with huge 
potential m ethn1c c1ty of approximately 80,000. We 
need a mature gospel preacher, experienced in pulpit 
and personal work. House, utilities, insurance and a 
living wage supplied. Please send resume and refer
~hci~ J~b5fhurch of Christ, 5075 Toledo Road, Lorain, 

Youth Minister .and Song leader Needed. Con.~:rcgation 
o! about .250 1n Monroe, La. Complete support pro
VIded. Wnte af!d send resume to Elders, Jackson Street 
Church of Chmt, P.O. Box 1334, Monroe, La. 71210. 
Song Leaders and Song Wrilers. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
Wanted: Urotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald Mid-
land, Tx. 79073. ' 
MUSIC FOR THE f-AMILY: Free information on acapella 
gospel quartet music. Write to lancaster Music p 0 
Box 15, Paris, TN 38242, or call 901-644-1177.' · ' 

INVESTIGA.TEr The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen ndvertlaln~. and will not 
knowingly take questionable advertising. 
Out It Is the render's responsibility to ln
,·estlgnte. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwlttlngl:y run an unworthy ad. 
Aa thP old sn:rlng goes, before you lnve•t. 
lnveRtiJI:Qtel 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand. a good supply at 
all times. Price: large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 
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COMING SOON! 
Commentary on the 
Minor Prophets Vol 3 
by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has produced his 

third commentary on The Old Testament. 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to b~ helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Vol. I Joel, Amos and Jonah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea, Obadiah and Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 
Vol. IV Zechariah and Malachi .................... To Be Announced 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 3@ $8.95 each plus 15o/0 for post-
age and handling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~-----------------------------------------------------
Address. _____________________ . _____________________ _ 

City ___________________ ,State _____ ~.ip ___ _ 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 25, 1983 



Vol. 100, No. 5 

GREAT CAUSE FOR REJOICING flowed through the Houston 
churches as $1,500,000.00 was pledged by sister congregations 
to alleviate the debts incurred by the Central church in the 
operation of a retirement home. Pictured here are e lders of 
Central with Dan Anders (seated), minister, and James Baird, 
right, who conducted the campaign for funds. See editorial 
this issue. 

Austin, Texas, February 1, 1983 
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That's Integrity! 

One of the greatest things that happened among 
churches of Christ in 1982 happened in Houston. It 
was a show of solidarity and integrity unmatched, to our 
knowledge, 1n Restoration history. 

The Central church in Houston had built and pro
moted a home for the aged. Those things, as they al
ways do, cost a lot more to run than most people think. 
And churches sometimes take on schemes they do not 
have the expertise to operate. Because of a compas
sionate Christian spirit they go deeper and deeper into 
it with no honorable way to extricate themselves. Cen..; 
tral did that, even to the mortgaging of their church 
property to pay the increasing bills of the home. In the 
end the home went under, Central lost its church which 
it had mortgaged to pay the home's bills, and was left 
with a million dollars in unpaid indebtedness. They 
could have declared bankruptcy, but they didn't. Their 
sister congregations came to their relief in a way, and 
to an extent, unheard of in our history, and probably 
in all religious history. 

Houston churches locked arms and paid off the in
debtedness! In fact, they needed a million dollars, but 
they pledged a million and a half. With more than 
enough to pay all debts, $500,000 was returned to the 
donors on a pro rata basis. 

In an effort to keep the home going, Central had 
floated a large bond issue, and many of the bonds were 
purchased by occupants of the home. These elderly 
people not only lost their place to live; they were to lose 
their savings as well. Every one of them was repaid. 
When the home closed in 1980 its debts and those of 
Central totaled $4,300,000.00. All but the last million 
had been paid by Central through the sale of the home 
and the sale of the Central church building. Then Hous
ton congregations pitched in to pay the last million. No 
creditor lost a dime on a church of Christ. 

The heartening sense of accomplishment reverberated 
through the whole brotherhood-far beyond the city of 
Houston. All of us rejo}ced with Central. Perhaps more 
important than the ethical example of integrity set was 
what this joint effort has done for the churches in Hous
ton. It strengthened the fellowship of the congregations. 
Congregational lines among us have become so rigid 
and strong they have almost destroyed our sense of 
being a ~ingdom. We are about to forget that Christ is 
head of the whole church and that the whole church is 
his body. 
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This action advertised the church in Houston as 
nothing could have done. In a depression, where the 
financial crunch is great, this action served notice on 
the world, as well as Houston, that churches of Christ 
practice their religion. Churches have a notoriously bad 
record in financial matters, and even now one of Hous
ton's largest denominational churches is in bankruptcy 
court. But not churches of Christ; they pay their debts! 

For those folks who would ri\lther see a sermon than 
hear one any day, this action demonstrated to the whole 
world that independent congregations can cooperate to 
solve their problems. It would have been easy to aban
don C~ntral to her fate, and leave her members feeling 
the stin-g ,of defeat. But not so in this case. The encour
agement of this Christian action to the members of the 
Central congregation is beyond measurement. 

Church leaders can take courage for the fact has been 
reinforced that good things can happen and good things 
can be done by churches, and that they can marshal 
their resources for success. The clouds never get so dark 
that there is not a silver lining. When our own people 
see Christianity in action in this manner it strenghtens 
every one of them. ThEr,church is much stronger today in 
Houston than it was a year ago. · 

But in our mind perhaps the greatest good that has 
come from this united action is a good feeling at having 
done what is right. We reqlize that the world can cave 
in on individuals or congregations, but even bankruptcy 
cannot relieve us of our obligations. The way the elders, 
the preacher and the members stuck with Central 
through this ordeal demonstrates a bigness that only 
moral integrity can produce. ~n elder might have re
signed to get out from under the obligation. The 
preacher could have found another job and washed his 
hands of the problem-but he didn't. The members 
could-any one of them-have slmply "placed mem
bership" with some solvent church. But they didn't 
r_hey stayed. They wrestled with the. angel of adversity. 
They got the blessing. 

Nothing, to our knowledge, has united the churches in 
a city like this ordeal has united the cburches in Hous
ton. Here is unity like it ought tQ be. It is a signal to all 
congregations that not all our preaching and teaching 
on moral integrity has fallen on deaf ears. 
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Where Has Evangelism Gone? 
JERRY JONES 

In this article an attempt will be made to trace the develop
ment of a trend of evangelism in the lord's church. 

According to the best estimate, the lord's church grew in 
the 1950's and 1960's at such a rate that it was known as 
one of the fastest growing religious groups in Ame rica. Dur
ing this period of growth, church buildings were plain and 
many ti~es not in the best locations. The growing mem
bership demanded new and larger buildings. The building 
boom was a sight to behold. These new buildings were lo
cated in a better part of town and had acquired the look 
of denominational church buildings. Building committees 
seemed to be convinced that the building itself would bring 
in additional membership to make the large payments easier 
to meet. 

The focus on new bui ldings seemed to distract the average 
member from his personal mission to seek and save the lost. 
Subconsciously it was believed that those who had the truth 
and a good building would have to be successful. It was 
during this era that personal work classes were stressed. 
Some of the finest aids in evangelism were produced and 
each one had its own merit. Bible school literature and classes 
were improved. Because of a greater need for better classes 
in these new and larger buildings and a great stress on evan
gelism, the age of the educational director and personal 
work director was born. These men were not hired to do our 
work, but to help coordinate in a professior.al way. 

Evangelism became successful among the educated and 
upper middle class America. More and better trained preach
ers were demanded. The stress on college t rained men was 
lengthened to men w ith advanced training. The need for 
better train ing in newer and more effective methods gave 
birth to the teacher training and other related workshops. 

Convinced of the need to get the message to as many 
as possible in the shortest amount of t ime, leaders began ex
ploring new methods. Ads in national magazines, tracts, bill
boards and direct mail were stressed. Use of the mass media 
was stepped up. Even prime time TV was purchased. How
ever, none of these efforts brought the "flood of growth" 
expected. 

In spite of the new buildings, modern tools of evangel ism, 
highly trained and staffed churches, and the use of the mass 
media, growth was slow. The large city-wide campaigns be
came the answer to a declining interest in the gospel meet
ing. At first large crowds and a large number of responses 
were experienced. As time went on city-wide campaigns be
came gatherings for the brethren, and we were preach ing 
to ourselves. In spite of some great planners and professional 
approaches, interest began to wane in the late 1960's and 
early 1970's. 

Still looking for the best and fastest means of growth, the 
brotherhood turned from area-wide campaigns to buses as a 
means of reachi ng peop le. " If the people w ill not come to us, 
we will go out and get them" became the motto. Congrega
tional involvement in this outreach was unbelievable. The 
soul-winning workshop fanned the flickering flame of evan
gelism by promoting this method. For co~gregati?ns who 
were ready, it really worked; but for others 1t was di sastrous. 
It experienced a demise in many places because it was hard 

--
~I 

work, made churches deal with people and problems that 
were hard to handle, and it was expensive. 

The soul-winning workshops became the answer to pump 
evangelistic life back into a slumping body. The great good of 
these efforts cannot be measured. We shudder to think of 
where we wou ld be without the enthusiasm, positive think
ing and stress on evangelism given at these places. They were 
supplying a need that our college lectureships were not meet
ing. However, it became the thing for everyone to do as an 
effort to revive every corner of the brotherhood. When the 
newness of the approach wore off, some annual workshops 
were discontinued. 

Faced w ith older churches dying in the inner city, some 
merging, others fleeing to new locations, what was left to 
try to turn the scene around? When a football team meets 
with disaster and defeat, its cry is usually, "Back to the 
basics!" The basics that made the di fference involved every 
member in everyday evangelism. Putting the burden of soul
w inning back where it belongs, and not on the backs of a 
few full-time paid men, is the New Testament answer (~cts 
5:42; 8:4; 19:10; 1 Peter 2:9). This means that th~ full-t1me 
men will have to leave clerical work and be evangelists. Elders 
wi ll have to cease to be a board of directors and become 
seekers of sheep. When the weight of God's word begins 
to reach the pew, men will begin making new excuses. 

Paul saw his li fe as a sacrifice for others (Phil. 2); as part 
of the holy priesthood he offered the Gentiles <.Rom. 15). 
When one views his life as an offerer and offenng, evan
gel ism will follow. Paul sought to have the mind of. Christ 
(Phil. 2:5) and follow his example (1 Cor. 11 :1). Chnst was 
both the offerer and the offering (Hebrews 9:11 , 12): Wh~n 
the church returns to the Christ-like lifestyle, evangelism will 
return to the proportion seen in the New Testament. 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Man's Search for God 
O.H.TABOR 

Paul said these words in a part of his marvelous sermon on 
Mars' Hill: "And he made from one man every nation of
men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he de
termined the times set for them and the exact places where 
they should live. God did this so that men would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us." The teaching is that, though 
God is near to every man, and had not left himself without 
witness, yet through the blindness, caused by the murky at
mosphere of natural religion, they had to feel their way un
certainly toward the Creator. Here we see the necessity of a 
revelation from God to point the way out of the mist of sin's 
darkness into the marvelous light. 

Charles Clayton Morrison, in the book titled "Is There a 
God?" asks these pertinent questions: "Are we in the twilight 
of religion, or at the dawn? Has modern science taken God 
away from us, or is it bringing him closer to us? Can one 
whose mind is molded by the educational processes of the 
twentieth century believe in God? Such questions are search
ing us through and through. None of us escape them. They 
thrust themselves at us from every side." He then said, "The 
modern spirit is seeking God-seeking, often, without know
ing that he is the object of their quest." 

If Athens needed the ministry of the apostle so terribly 
then, how much must all heathen cities require the gospel 
of Christ today? One has pointed out, "In the vast popula
tion of the Asiatic continents and the millions in the 'islands 
of the sea,' where human intelligence has not reached the 
heights which Grecian philosophers tried to reach, what awful 
degradations must exist and do exist?" 

The human religions that filled the city of Athens did not 
bring satisfaction to the great minds of the day and have 
never brought peace to· the human soul which longs after the 
God of their being. 

In Athens we see the awful picture of human helplessness. 
The intellectuals were restless in spirit. It was a time of great 
ignorance and the judgment of God was overhanging this 
moral corruption. This one man among the thousands repre
sents, to us, the "germ of life" for the lost world. Where 
could these people turn? What kind of religions were there 
to give any sort of hope? The Epicureans were there with 
their denial that gods are concerned about human affairs in 
a world where human hearts are breaking and reaching out 
for something to hold to. 

They had Stoicism, w~ich presents a very different picture. 
Its lofty, if somewhat impersonal, moral ideal won it count
less adherents. It taught conquest of self, life in harmony with 
nature and the brotherhood of man. J. N. D. Kelley says, 
"From the theological point of view, what was most remark
able about it was its pantheistic materialism." With the em
phasis placed on conduct, Stoicism failed to meet the needs 
of man. 
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With all the wisdom of the wise philosophers and sur
rounded by scores of altars, dedicated to their gods, neither 
the intellectuals nor the common masses found any balm for 
their aching hearts, or any solution for their problems, or any 
help to satisfy their longing search after the true God, to 
whom the altar had been dedicated. All this reminds us what 
Paul said, ''The world by its wisdom knew not God." 

In the midst of such human need and helplessness and 
surrounded by religious confusion and mental chaos, stood 
the man of God, the apostle Paul, declaring unto them the 
wisdom of God" as shown in creation, in his nature and 
through his Son, Jesus Christ, the resurrected One. 

Paul taught these people the unity of the Godhead. By the 
unity of God we mean that there is but one God and that the 
divine nature is undivided and indivisible as intimated in 
Deuteronomy 6:4. That is, that God does not consist of parts 
nor can he be divided into parts. He is the "God that made 
the worlds," a very noticeable singular. Paul showed that 
God's nature is spiritual and thus it would be vain and sinful 
to try to make anything in his likeness with stick and stone. 
He showed that God is self-existent, or independent, and thus 
does not need the service of human hands, except, of course, 
in feelings of penitence, or trust, or faith and gratitude. He 
taught that God is omnipresent and man needs not run to the 
interior of some temple to find him (John 4:20-21; Ps. 139:1-
12). Paul told them that God is "not far away from any one 
of us" (v. 27). He also spoke of such great words when he 
said, God is sovereign, is that he is lord of heaven and earth 
-the divine Ruler of all. 

Paul showed plainly how God is related to mankind so as 
to satisfy man's search after him. When he is found there is 
a peace of mind and joy of soul. God is the Maker .of the uni
verse. He is the divine supplier and from him all blessings 
flow. He gives "life, breath and everything." How awful for 
a man to be ignorant of God, or to deny such a God, or to be 
indifferent! How wise it is to be reverent, obedient and 
earnest! 

Paul told them about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He 
made it plain that the resurrectior:t of Christ is essential to 
salvation. Many today admit the necessity of the death of 
Christ who deny the importance of the bodily resurrection of 
Christ. Paul showed the Corinthians that everything stands or 
falls with Christ's bodily resurrection. If Christ has not risen, 
preaching is vain, faith in vain, we are false witnesses, people 
are yet in. their sins, those who have died in Christ are lost, 
and we are of all men most miserable. 

Man's search for God ends not at an altar, or before gods 
made with hands, but when one finds Jesus Christ, the resur
rected One, who now lives at the right hand of God, and 
who will some day come for his bride. · 

415 Terrace Circle, lamesa, TX 79331 
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Is Alcoholism a Disease? 
FLOYD LORD 

There is a little art icle by this title that 
keeps showing up in church bulletins. 
As a Christian, gospel preacher and cer
tified alcoholism counselor I think the 
?rticle is mislead ing. Its gre~test mistake 
1s to casually substitute "alcoholism" for 
"drunkenness." They are not the same 
thing. 

A~ alc.oholic may not be drunk and 
yet IS still an alcoholic. A drunk may 
~ot ~e an alcoholic even though he is 
mtox1cated. Alcoholism is a condition 
where the cravinp for beverage alcohol 
completely d?mmates a person's life. 
Drunkenness 1s where an individual de
cides t? drink to intoxication, but he is 
n?t dnven to do so by addiction. The 
B1bl~ condemns dr~nkenn ess but says 
nothmg ~bout the d1sease of alcoholism. 
We are m serious error when we con
fuse the two. 

. As I ex.amine each point of the ar
ticle, I will show how the most basic 
mistake is the constant substitution of 
drunkenness for alcoholism. The article 
make~ twelve points. My evaluations ap
pear 1n parentheses. 

1. If it is a disease, it is the only 
di~ease that is contracted by an act of 
~ill. (On the contrary, most alcoholics 
d1~ not contract alcoholism w illfully. The 
pomt of the article may be referring to 
the fact that one wills to drink beverage 
alcohol, which is a true statement. How
ever, one rarely starts drinking in order 
to become an alcoholic. There are about 
90 million people in America who con
su.m~ beverage alcohol. Approximately 9 
m1ll1on of these drinkers are classified as 
"problem drin kers." Not all "problem 
drinkers" are alcoho lics. The statistics 
m~y also be read as saying 81 million 
dnnkers do not have a prob lem w ith it. 
Hence, to wi ll fu lly take a drink of bev
erage alcohol does not necessa rily mean 
one is deliberately headed for alcohol
ism.) 

2. It is the only disease that requ ires a 
license to propagate it. (In this case, the 
writer has confused the substance-al
cohol-with the disease. Alcohol ism is 
within the individual, not licensed bev
erages or sellers o f it. It would be as 
unfair to say that divorce is caused by li
censing marriages. If we just didn't do 
that, there would be no divorces! If al
coholism were caused by the substances 
alone, could anyone drink any of it 
without becoming an alcoholic?) 

3. It is the only disease that is bottled 
and sold. (The same mistake committed 
in number 2 is repeated. Addictive sub
stances are sold in many bottles and 
boxes at drug stores and in super mar
kets, such as aspirin, cough syrups (often 
containing a higher percentage of al-

coho! than disti lled spirits and w ines 
or beers do.) 

4. It is the on ly disease that requires 
outlets to spread it. (This may be ad
dressed to the hypothesis that if we 
closed all the bars and liquor outlets, 
alcoho lism and drunkenness would 
cease. Perhaps the writer was unaware of 
prohibi t ion in America and the resultant 
bathtub gin and other substitutes. An al
coholic is an addict. He will drink almost 
anything to satisfy his craving. He does 
not need stores to sell it to him. Such 
outlets cause neither drunkenness nor 
alcoholism. They only make the pur
chase of beverage alcohol convenient.) 

5. It is the only disease that produces 
revenue for the government. (On the 
contrary, alcoholism costs the govern
ment a considerab le amount of money 
in its treatment and social costs. Con
sumption of taxed beverage alcohol does 
produce revenue to governments, but 
so do other consumer goods that cause 
death, disease and injury. Again, the 
writer has con fused the substance w ith 
the di sease.) 

6. It is the on ly disease that provokes 
crime. (Crime is provoked by a variety of 
causes. People who are addicted to any
th ing and have not the funds to support 
their dependency may commit crimes 
to pay for their substance of abuse. 
However, lepers are diseased, and they 
have been known to steal to support 
self and family. The menta lly ill have 
committed crimes. Any substance or 
mental attitude that gives one a false 
sense of power, control or lowers in
hibitions may figure in the commission 
of a crime, reckless driving, or other 
harmfu l activities to society.) 

7. It is the only disease that is habit 
fo rming. (The disease is not habit form
ing. The substance can be habituating, 
as any substance addiction has a de
pendency factor. An alcoholic might feed 
his add iction with cough syrup or other 
over-the-coun ter drugs as well.) 

8. It is the on ly disease that is spread 
by advertising. (Is VD spread by adver
tising? The sexual motivations of much 
advertising might be a factor in the 
spread of VD. In both cases, the sub
stance is confused with the disease 
aga in .) 

9. It is the only disease for which we 
are fined for contracting. (The writer re
peats the error of confusing drunken
ness with alcohol ism. As far as I know, 
alcohol ism is not against the law and 
therefore subject to fines in any juris
diction. My father was an alcohol ic, and 
when he was sober he would say, "My 
name is , and I'm an alcoholic." 
He was never arrested or fin ed for this 
statement.) 

10. It is the only disease which brings 

death on the highway. (I rode with my 
father many times without being in
volved in an accident. Drunk drivers, not 
a disease, cause accidents. We see many 
statistics that say alcohol was a factor 
in an accident, then we make a quantum 
leap that the driver was drunk or an 
alcohol ic. The driver may not in fact 
have been drun k nor might he even be 
an alcoholic in such cases.) 

11. It is the only disease without a 
germ or virus cause, and for which there 
is no human corrective medicine. (My 
son has bronchial asthma, a disease not 
caused by germ or virus, and there is no 
corrective medicine for asthma yet. Does 
that make asthma evil? Some alcoholics 
respond well to vitamin B treatments. 
Psychotherapy helps overcome alcohol
ism. Disease pathology has been the 
most successful response to alcohol ad
diction so far and that is why it is now 
called a disease. It it were not a disease 
it would not respond well to disease 
pathology.) 

12. And last, but not least, it is the 
only disease that bars the patient from 
heaven, for no drunkard shall inherit the 
kingdom of God, except there is re
pentance (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). (I hope by 
now you ca n swiftly see the subtle sub
stitution of drunkenness for alcoholism. 
There is a difference.) 

As a Christian, I do not find it in keep
ing with my Lord's teaching and life 
that I am to 1mitate to drink beverage al
cohol. Yet, jesus did create wine and it 
appears early Christians drank intoxi
cants (else why were they warned not 
to?). I don't drink because of the po
tent ial danger of contracting alcoholism 
and because I want to influence others 
not to drink. Solomon warned us well of 
the possible results of drinking alcohol. 
I just don't think we should let spurious 
and illogical arguments which keep 
confusing substance, person, drunken
ness and alcoholism as one and the 
same thing stand unchallenged. I hope 
my brethren w i ll understand. 

138 North 0 St., Lompoc, CA 93436 
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Justification by Faith 
CHESTER ESTES 

It is doubtful if any subject is more misunderstood than 
the subject dealing with the doctrine of justification by faith. 
If we turn to the theologians for information we find them 
contradictory and confusing, but when we turn to the New 
Testament we find unity and understanding. Paul said, 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). In being justified 
we do seek peace with God, which we are able to enjoy 
only by belief in "our Lord jesus Christ." The truth that we 
are saved by faith is set forth in this passage, and no one 
can contradict that truth nor can they detour that truth in 
order to reach justification and peace with God. 

However, it should be understood that the proposition here 
setting forth the truth that we are justified by faith mu~t not 
be supposed to exclude everything as false that is not con
tained in that truth, but only that which is opposed to that 
truth. The statement that man lives by breathing does not ex
clude eating, sleeping, and the taking of exercise. If the doc
tor tells the patient that he must eat pure food, that, of 
course, excludes poison food. When God told Noah to make 
the ark out of gopher wood, that command, within itself, 
excluded pine, and all other specific kinds of wood. The Bible 
tells us that Noah, by faith, built the ark, which demon
strates that Noah walked by faith in preparing the ark. Simply, 
there can be no act of faith without compliance with the 
commands of God. 

The apostles were commanded to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel. The command to go does not exclude 
anything unless it is contrary to going. We can walk by faith 
in obedience to that command by walking, riding, sailing, or 
flying. If God had said, "Walk into all the world" and preach 
the gospel, no one could obey that command except by 
walking. Yes, Paul said that, "We are justified by faith," but 
that does not exclude the death of Christ, nor repentance, nor 
confession, nor baptism, since faith is not opposite to any 
of these, but embraces them all, as well as all other require
ments of God. Faith does not exclude grace, for "By grace 
are ye saved through faith" (Eph. 2:8}. 

What, then does faith exclude? It excludes unbelief, for it is 
impossible to be justified by these two opposites. On the 
other hand, faith accompanies but does not exclude re
pentance, confession and baptism. Complete obedience 
grows out of faith in jesus Christ. Faith without obedience 
would be "faith only" and james says that we are not saved 
or justified by faith only. 

Another passage comes to mind which throws light on how 
we are made believers: Romans 10:17. Paul said, "So then 
faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God." This 
statement excludes the doctrine that faith comes in answer to 
prayer. In fact, the one who prays must pray believing. jesus 
said, "But these are written, that you might believe" Oohn 
20:30, 31}. Again, the truth that faith comes by hearing or 
reading the word of God excludes everything that is con
trary to that truth. Faith must come through the medium of 
the word of God, whether we read the word or hear it 
preached. Furthermore, anything which is contrary to God's 
word is not a matter of faith. We read about great faith and 
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little faith. Shall we not, then, conclude that the d~gree of a 
person's faith depends on his knowledge of the word of 
God? And, does not justification by faith also depend upon 
our knowledge of the word of God? 

What, then, is faith? It is the belief or acceptance of evi
dence or testimony. "Belief comes from hearing and hearing 
through the word of God." Hearing the word means under
standing the word-not simply hearing a sound. When there 
is no understanding of the word of God, there can be no ac
ceptance of the word. When there is no acceptance of the 
word of God there can be no faith. When there is no faith 
there can be no justification by faith. 

Much confusion exists because people do not distinguish 
between opinion, faith and knowledge. To avoid error we 
must know that each has its own meaning. Each is used to set 
forth a distinctive idea. Faith belongs primarily to religion, 
opinion to philosophy, and knowledge to science. But it 
should be remembered that truth is always harmonious 
whether it be in the realm of science, philosophy, or religion. 
To hold an opinion is, simply, to "think." It may be further 
defined as a conclusion or judgment held with confidence, 
but falls far short of knowledge. It can range all the way from 
a guess to a strong probability. One can never take a positive 
stand on that which is no more than an opinion. 

On the other hand faith may be defined as a disposition of 
the mind by which we hold for certain certain matters, based 
on authentic evidence or testimony. Doubt may accompany 
opinion, but never accompanies faith-"He that doubteth is 
damned" (Rom. 14;.23). 11Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11 :1). 

Knowledge is information stored in the mind, either by ex
perience or by observation. Strong faith and knowledge are 
rarely used as synonyms. I now recall only two passages in 
the New Testament. One is in Acts 2:38 and the other is in 
2 Corinthians 5:1. If we hold an opinion it must not be al
lowed to violate a principle of faith. 

We might illustrate this principle by holding to some 
opinion about the meaning of some obscure or difficult pas
sage of Scripture. We might have some opinion about some 
highly figurative or symbolic passage. If so, let us remember 
that all highly symbolic and figurative language must be 
understood in the light of the plain passages which everyone 
ca~ understand, otherwise, one will find himself twisting the 
Scnptures to harmonize with his own interpretation. Any 
one who understands a difficult, obscure, or highly figurative 
passage of Scripture, in order to walk by faith, must accept it 
in the light of the plain passages or statements or literal pas
sages in the New Testament. 

A Simple Illustration 
I will close this partial discussion of justification by Faith 

with a simple illustration. I remember Brother A. G. Freed, 
mo~e t~an 50 years ago, standing before his class holding 
up m has closed hand a small knife and saying, 11Students, I 
hold something in my hand. What is it?" Some would say, "I 
believe it is," and name the object they had in mind. He 
would then say, "No, ¥OU do not believe-you are only ex
pressing your opinion." He would then say, "I hold a small 
knife in my hand and you have the evidence because of my 
word." Then he would unfold his hand and say, "Now it is no 
longer a matter of faith-you now know that I hold this small 
knife." In that simple illustration faith, opinion, and knowl
edge were fully illustrated. 
502 West Michigan Ave., Muscle Shoals, AL 35660 
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On Knowing (1) 

MEANINGS Of WORDS 
Since we as a people have a strong 

concern for biblical interpretation, we 
should begin our study of religious 
knowledge with an awareness that words 
have more than one meaning, and that 
often the same word can have several 
meanings. In interpretation it is disas
trous to give the wrong meaning of a 
word in a given context, even though 
the word can have that meaning in other 
contexts. 

For example the word "beat" can 
mean-"win in a game"; "to knock the 
dirt out of a rug"; "what a policeman 
walks"; "to get up earlier in the morning 
than somone else"; 11to be exhausted," 
and no doubt several other meanings. 
But each of these would be in different 
mental contexts. 

Numerous biblical words have dif
ferent meanings in different contexts, 
and correct interpretation of the Bible 
requires that we give the right meaning 
to each word in the context we are 
working with. We are going to mention 
three key biblical words which illustrate 
our point: 

FAITH-Arndt & Gingrich's lexicon 
gives 19 different shades of meaning for 
the noun pistis, and 21 for the verb 
pisteuo. We mention only two of these 
shades of meaning: 1) Assent to a 
propositional statement, as "the devils 
believe and tremble" (James 2:19); and, 
2) the broader meaning-total commit
ment, which includes assent, trust, re
pentance, obedience, in fact a total 
delivery of self. When the Bible pre
scribes "faith" as the condition of sal
vation it obviously means the total 
commitment sense rather than the James 
2:19 meaning. 

WORKS-1) The works of the law of 
Moses, which could not save because 
they were works of human merit (Phil. 
3:8f), and because perfection was re
quired (Gal. 3:1 0). It is no wonder that 
the Jew under Moses law could not be 
saved by that program since Galatians 
3:11, 12 notes that "no man is justified 
by the law before God," and Romans 
3:23 observes that "all have sinned." 
2) Acts of faith done in obedience to 
Christ's will in the New Covenant. These 
Christian works have no merit of their 
own, but are prompted by love for and 
faith in jesus Christ, yet they are neces-

J.D. THOMAS 

sary before the faith is valid (James 
2:21-24). The word works, then, must be 
distinguished between works of the law 
and Christian obedience in order to 
interpret properly. Some recent versions, 
to help in this matter, read "deeds" or 
"actions" in the james passages rather 
than "works." 

LAW-likewise the word law can 
mean 1) the entire legal system given by 
Moses or 2) the Christian obligations of 
obedience to Christ-"the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ jesus" (Rom. 
8:1,2). 

These illustrations of differing mean
ings of the same word will serve us in 
later articles in this series when we 
come to consider the different senses 
in which the word "know" is used. 

Another interesting point that we will 
consider in our next article is the dis
tinction between faith and knowledge. 
There is a sense in which these two 
words are clearlY. distinct from each other 
in meaning, while there is another sense 
in which they have the same meaning. 
Proper understanding of God's word re
quires an awareness of these matters. 

Between 45 and 50 years ago I lis
tened to luke Miller as he conducted a 
revival meeting in lubbock, Texas. This 
black preacher gave an illustration that 
has stuck with me and which I have 
used many times in my preaching and 
teaching. 

He held up a closed fist to a person 
in the audience and asked the man what 
he had in it. The reply was "I don't 
know." A positive reply would have 
been only a guess or an unreasoned 
opinion. Brother Miller then said, "I 
have a buffalo-nickel in my hand." He 
then asked the man again what he was 
holding, and the man replied, "A buf
falo-nickel." Miller then noted that the 
man had expressed a faith, based on his 
confidence in Miller's testimony, since 
he had not yet seen the coin and did 
not know for sure. He believed, or had 
faith, because he trusted someone who 
knew, and who gave him testimony. 

Next Miller opened his hand and 
showed the man the buffalo-nickel 
clearly, and then asked him "Now do you 
believe I have a nickel in my hand?" and 
the reply was "Yes!" Then Miller said, 
"No, you do not believe it now-you 

know it! You have discerned it with your 
own senses, and you know for yourself 
what I am holding, regardless of what 
I might say or what testimony I might 
give you." 

We would note here that some testi
monies can pose a problem, since all 
testimony is not depend~ble, and saving 
faith necessarily requires true testimony. 

As Miller continued to observe, faith 
in this sense is the acceptance of testi
mony, from someone who has actually 
had experience, while knowledge is 
what comes only through experience 
itself. Romans 10:17 says "Faith comes 
by hearing and hearing by the word 
of Christ." So testimony (preaching, if 
you will) is an integral part of producing 
faith in Jesus Christ, and this is why we 
are to "go into all the world and preach 
to every creature.'' They cannot obtain 
saving faith otherwise. Again, Hebrews 
11 :1 notes that faith is the substance of 
what is hoped for (not yet experienced), 
and the evidence of things not seen. 

All this makes clear why the apostles 
were required to have actually seen 
Jesus after his resurrection, before they 
could qualify for giving the testimony to 
others, which testimony we continue to 
repeat. They knew-we believe! 

Also this makes clear the distinction 
between faith and knowledge. Faith is 
the acceptance of testimony about some
thing not yet experienced, not yet seen, 
not yet known, and still only hoped for. 
Knowledge, on the other hand, is the 
knowing of something already experi
enced yourself and known on your own 
without having to depend on someone 
else's testimony. 

Christianity is a faith religion. Second 
Corinthians 5:7 states that "we walk by 
faith, not by sight," which means that 
we Christians have the knowledge 
necessary to faith, but that we do not 
actually experience in this life ~he _great 
spiritual verities that we have f~•.th 1~, as 
God, Christ and the Holy Spmt. Smce 
Christianity is a faith religion, faith is the 
condition for being saved rather than 
knowledge. We will experience God di
rectly only when we enter his presence 
in heaven. Then will we know. 

Watch for later articles. 

1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
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Shrinking Dollars and Shrinking Faith RUBEL SHELLY 

These are troubled and difficult times. 
The Middle East is a powder keg. East

West relations seem to be on a pre
carious footing. Terrorism is in the news 
daily. Tfle world economy is in reces
sion. More than 20 banks have failed in 
the United States in the past twelve 
month"s-the most since 1940. 

There is a bright side to all these de
pressing facts. The Christian has an op
portunity to demonstrate the sustaining 
power and value of faith. 

People generally are worried and 
frightened by a growing sense of in
soluble problems. Around a quarter mil
lion people will attempt suicide this 
year. Emotional breakdowns affect peo
ple of all age groups and economic 
levels-with noticeably more young and 
wealthy people being affected. Drug ad
diction and alcohol still take a heavy 
toll; one undeniable factor is the effort 
of people to avoid unpleasant and even 
painful realities. 

Are Christians free of these anxieties? 
Have we remained calm and confident 
through the anxieties of our time? Or 
has our faith shrunk right along with 
the value of the dollar? 

Here are three assurances which 
might be of value to all of us in the 
challenging circumstances of today. 

1. God is still on his throne. History is 
still under the oversight and control of 
God. He presides over the affairs of his 
people and will vindicate their faith in 
him. Trials can strengthen and need not 
destroy (James 1 :2-4); God can bring 
good out of the most unlikely of situa
tions (Rom. 8:28). 

The Good Fight 
Another fall has arrived. Another 

freshman class is now enrolled in the 
university, fall follows fall. An endless 
chain of freshmen appear in registration 
lines. We are reminded of the words 
from Ecclesiastes, 11Generations come 
and generations go." 

For those of us at Abilene Christian 
University, however, these new lines are 
the cause of excitement and anticipa
tion. The generations coming on must be 
educated. We are eager regardless of the 
repetition. We have no other commit
ment but to encourage the coming gen
erations to walk in the ways of our God. 

Christian Education Is Not Optional 
We have no option but to be im

mersed in the challenging task of bring
ing up the youth of our Lord's church 
in "the training and instruction of the 
Lord" (Eph. 6:4). Should we become 
neglectful or slothful we court disaster 
for the future of his body. 

~ecent business developments remind 
us of the failure to do our best. Certain 
major. companies had patterns of steady 
growth, They were winners. But a few 
years of mismanagement destroyed 
these giants of industry. Unless we want 
to see the tremendous efforts of our 
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2. God has assured us of grace suf
ficient for all our needs. No trial will be 
greater than we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13), 
and Christ will use his power to make up 
for our deficiencies (2 Cor. 12: 9-1 0}. 

3. Nothing can deprive you of your 
greatest treasure. The free gift of God to 
you is eternal life, and the value of that 
gift is fixed in heaven. Recession, prob
lems, even death-these have no power 
to diminish its worth (Rom. 8:35-39}. 

Satan slandered Job before God by 
saying that he was a believer only be
cause he was prosperous (Job 1 :6-10). 
He vowed that Job would curse God to 
his face, if his possessions were taken 
away from him (Job 1 :11). So Job was put 
to the test-and passed it (Job 1 :21-22). 
Will we pass that same test in our dayl 

God never promised his people a bed 
of roses. To the contrary, jesus let us 
know that being a Christian is anything 
but a guarantee of no problems to face. 
Surely we are not above our Lord, 11a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." 

I am in no position to assure you that 
peace-is-coming, that our crises are end
ing, or that economic recovery is under 
way which will cancel all the losses of 
the past few years. 

I am in position to remind y~u that 
the present conditions of uncertainty and 
crisis afford an opportunity for you to 
demonstrate that your trust in he Lord is 
genuine, that your hope is on things 
above and not on things of this world. 
2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 
37212 
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forefathers and even of our own collapse 
we have no choice but to train our youth 
in the right ways. 

No other work is more challenging 
than training the coming generations to 
delight in tlie laws of the Lord. The fu
ture of the church depends upon it~ 

He Failed To Restrain Them 
None of us want to be an Eli who 

failed to lead his sons to share his com
mitments and values. Eli is perhaps un
justly criticized. He himself deeply loved 
the Lord. He guided Samuel in the right 
direction. He was more concerned for 
the ark of God than the safety of his 
sons (1 Sam. 4:18). He even rebuked his 
sons for their evil actions (1 Sam. 2:25). 
He cut off the future of his descendants 
with the Lord, however, because he was 
in a position to do something about his 
sons' waywardness, but didn't. 11For I 
told him that I would judge his family 
forever because of the sin he knew 
about ... and he failed to restrain them" 
(1 Sam. 3:13). 

We can do something to educate our 
sons and daughters in the right way. If 
we fail to take up the challenge, or if 
we bungle it, we too have consigned the 

(Continued on page 11) 

Cross Ties GAYLON WRIGHT 

Unity receives a lot of attention. We 
hear sermons on unity; we attend unity 
meetings, but we do not see as many 
fruits of unity as we would like. There 
are deep divisions between churches 
and even within individual congrega
tions. Against a world that seems to unite 
more and more around the principles of 
materialism and ungodliness, we stand 
fragmented. 

We know God never intended our di
vided state of affairs. jesus died to unite 
us all with the Father and thus with each 
other. And one of the purposes of the 
Holy Spirit is to promote unity. If we are 
to look for the causes of our division 
then, we must look elsewhere than the 
Godhead. We must look for ourselves. 

And really look at ourselves. Not just 
at our neighbors. Do we really believe 
we are fragmented only because our 
neighbors won't come to us? Or be
cause we won't go to them? What if I 
went to my neighbors only to find that 
they were not with God? What if they 
came to me and found that I did not 
have the truth? It's not likely that I'll 
ever have a neighbor that has all the 
truth. Let my neighbor and me acknowl
edge these facts and seek the truth- to
gether, helping each other to under
stand, lifting one another when we fall, 
always sympathizing with each other's 
search. Let us share the bits of truth that 
we have. Together we may begin to 
master the great puzzle before us all. As 
long as we alienate ourselves and refuse 
to talk to one another we will never fit 
the puzzle together even though we are 
sure that we have some of the critically 
important pieces in our possession. 

Let us be sure that it is really unity 
we want and not just our own vindica
tion. Let us act responsibly as family 
members committed to saving the family 
and give up our insistence that all the 
other family members admit that they 
are wrong and we are right. Let us be 
sure that truth is more precious to us 
than our egos. Let us pra1se God for in
stilling within us a desire to search for 
him, and let us thank God for every 
honest pilgrim we meet who is looking 
for him. 

It is time we become suspicious of 
those pilgrims who having hardly begun 
their journey to truth have already de
cided that they know all there is to know 
of truth, who arbitrarily set themselves 
up as judges of every other searcher, his 
goal, his methods, even his motivation. 
Let us be suspicious as well of those who 
have decided that fellowship is more 
important than truth and who have 
stopped looking for the truth and begun 
thinking only of how they can build 
one house large enough to hold every
body. But clasp the hand of that honest, 
sincere pilgrim who loves the truth 
though he admits he does not have all of 
it yet, and who questions, listens, shares 
with all other honest seekers. 
-Editorial by Gaylon Write, in Gospel 
Tidings. 
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Supporting National Preachers Fro m America 
HOWARD BYBEe 

Some maintain that an evangelist is 
an evangelist and that it doesn't matter 
what nationality he is or where his sup
port comes from because it is all the 
Lord's money. It is, of course, "all the 
Lord's money" but that does. not neces
sarily mean that all mission practices 
work equally well under all circum
stances. The important questions are: 
11What is the best use of the Lord's 
money?" "What are the ways of doing 
mission work that will most effectively 
preach the gospel to every creature and 
teach them to observe all things?" 

The pattern that is followed by many 
missionaries that go abroad is the fol
lowing: the missionary arrives on the 
field, struggles for months (sometimes a 
year or two) learning the language and 
adjusting to a different culture. (Some
far too many-never make it past that 
point and go home.) Then he begins 
baptizing a few people. He has heard 
the cliche, "We must get the gospel into 
the hands of the native people, they 
can teach their own better than a for
eigner." Therefore, the first male con
vert that can put three syllables to
gether, the missionary decides should 
become the first national preacher in 
that city. A few years ago, the mission
aries sent these men to Christian col
leges in the United States for training. 
The problem is that 95% of them never 
returned. They preferred to remain in 
America. Even those who did return 
were in many cases Americanized to the 
point that they no longer identified well 
with their own people. Every missionary, 
to this writer's knowledge, who has 
spent as much as five years on the mis
sion field is now convinced that it is a 
mistake to send nationals to the States 
for training. There are still, however, a 
few cases where this practice is being 
repeated. It is this writer's opinion that 
such cases are promoted by inexperi
enced missionaries and should be dis
couraged. Church leaders should con
sider the weight of past years of mission 
experiences before getting involved in 
bnng nationals to the States. 

In recent years more preacher training 
schools have been established in dif
ferent countries. Training prospective 
national preachers in these schools is 
much better than sending them to the 
States. However, this does not solve all 
the problems. I did my thesis for my 
master's degree on the topic of "The 
Support of National Preachers by Ameri
can Churches." The research done for 
the thesis indicated that the majority of 
our experienced missionaries and almost 
the totality of Protestant mission boards 
believe that it is a mistake to support 
nationals from America. The basic rea
sons are as follows: (1) The practice fos
ters criticism by the local people that 
converts are motivated by a desire for 
material goods. In the early years the 
gospel is considered by the local people 
as a foreign sect and the first of their 

friends and neighbors to show interest 
are suspected of ulterior motives. If then, 
they learn that one of them is receiving 
a ~egular sala~y. from the foreign base of 
thts new rehgton, they may consider 
their suspicions confirmed. In this case 
the national Christian's influence is se
verely limited. Often a missionary can 
have more influence because it is more 
l<?gical to them that he, being a for
etgner, should have a different religion 
and should receive his support from his 
~orne base. There~ore, support for a na
ttonal from a foretgn country can often 
have an adverse effect. 

(2) It is not possible for elders to give 
a great deal of supervision to a man 
they support in a foreign country. The 
same is true, of course, of the missionary 
but usually the supporting congregation 
knows him personally. Also, his training 
and experience are normally greater. 
Often the national Christians feel the 
need to give advice and guidance to a 
preacher who is one of their own. How
ever, if they do not support him, they 
have no say about his activities. This 
often causes internal problems. 

(3) The greatest reason of all that it 
is usually a mistake for a missionary to 
pick a national convert, send him to a 
preacher training school, then get an 
American church to support him is that 
"you cannot pick leaders for people." 
People have to pick their own leaders. 
Even in New Testament times those men 
chosen for congregational activity were 
chosen by the congregation. From the 
beginning of the restoration movement 
full-time preachers, elders and deacons 
have been chosen by the congregation. 
It is no wonder that in most of those 
cases where the missionary chooses the 
prospective preacher, provides his train
mg and an American church supports 
him, the local Christians feel little or 
no responsibility to support him. 

The motivation for supporting na
tional preachers in some cases changes 
with the passing of years from evan
gelism to benevolence. These are cases 
where nationals are put on American 
support. The local national church has 
not or cannot take over that support and 
after many years of preaching and no 
pension, it would be unchristian to leave 
that man and his family with no means 
of livelihood. 

Studies in this area indicate that it 
is wise for missionaries to concentrate 
for a number of years only on converting 
people and building a local congrega
tion. With time, natural, local leadership 
will begin to emerge. These leaders 
then, selected by the local people, can 
be given special in-depth biblical and 
leadership training. It is usually best that 
this training be given as close as pos
sible to their home and local environ-. 
ment and that foreign support never 
enter the picture. In most cases these 
natural leaders will at least for a while 
have to continue to support themselves 

either fully or partially. The local con
gregation will ultimately see the need, 
be able and have the desire to begin 
supporting their own preachers and 
evangelists. 

In the case of Bible school training 
for younger men, it should be arranged 
m such a way that their schooling or 
vocational training is not interrupted. 
For example the Bible school in Flor
ence, Italy, is organized on that basis. 
The students, both men and women, live 
at the school, go in the morning to the 
university or trade school, then in the 
afternoon and evening study the Bible 
profoundly for two years. When these 
students finish their Bible and secular 
training they are encouraged to return 
to their homes, get jobs, and help build 
up the church. This is helping avoid the 
many difficulties mentioned above that 
come from the practice of supporting 
national preachers from America. 

I would like to encourage elders to 
study this question carefully and to exer
cise caution before agreeing to support 
a national preacher in another country. 

The information presented in this ar
ticle is not intended to be an absolute. 
There are no absolutes in mission 
methods. What I have presented are 
general principles. There are exceptional 
circumstances under which American 
churches should support national 
preachers. However, m those cases 
where churches feel they should sup
port nationals it is important that there 
be a clear understanding between the 
supporting church and the national 
preacher. It is unrealistic for the church 
to assume that within a few years the 
local national congregation will take 
over the man's support. This is true 
because of the reasons stated above and 
is borne out by experience. They should 
consider him an evangelist at large or 
missionary. They should either have a 
clear agreement from the beginning of 
how long they plan to supJ>ort him, or 
they should plan to support him the rest 
of his life. 

One important difference in the situa
tion regarding American missionaries 
and national preachers is that if it be
comes necessary for the church to termi
nate the support, the missionary can re
turn home and either find other support 
or a church to preach for. But often na
tionals under these circumstances would 
be placed in an almost impossible fi
nancial situation, because in many 
countries finding secular employment 
after a certain age is virtually impossible. 
Therefore churches should either not 
take on the support of nationals (which 
seems to be the best mission policy) or 
if they do they should plan adequately 
for his future. 

Another word of caution in the event 
that a church feels that the case is ex
ceptional enough to take on the support 
of a national. Do not present to the 
man the possibility of monetary support 
before he has had time to demonstrate 
the genuineness of his faith. To do so is 
to destroy forever the possibility of a 
clear understanding of the man's mo-

(Continued on page 11) 

9 [73] 



ACU lECTURESHIP TO FOCUS 
ON MORAliTY 

"Lights in a World of Darkness" is the 
theme for the 1983 Bible Lectureship, 
Feb. 20-23, at Abilene Christian Univer
sity. 

Centering on the topic of moral ity, 
speakers have been selected from the 
pulpit, boardroom and benc_h ~o ad_dress 
moral questions facing Chnst1ans 10 all 
walks of life. 

In add ition to seven major lectures !n 
Moody Coliseum, about 40 classes will 
be offered on related topics and on 
other subjects of interest. . 

Th e keynote address at the openmg 
session at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 20, 
will be by Juan Monroy, Spanish_ eva~
gelist and au thor. Monroy s top1c will 
be ''Moral Leadership for a Modern 
World." 

Glenn Owen of Abilene wi ll speak 
Monday. . . . 

Recently appointed ch1ef JUStice of the 
Texas Supreme Court, Judge Jack Pope 
will address the problem of "Morality 
in Government" at the Monday evening 
session. 

joe Barnett, director of Pathways min-
istries, wi ll speak Tuesd~y. . 

"Morality in Edl!cat1on" will. ~e the 
topic of ACU pres1dent, Dr. Wilham J. 
Teague, Tuesday evening. 

Dr. Carl Brecheen will speak Wednes
day. 

The final lecture on Wednesday eve
ning wil l center on "The Christian in a!! 
Immoral World,'' with Jack Evans, presi
dent of Southwestern Christian College, 
as the speaker. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Uso this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at t he all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
2 dbl. bds., 2 people $34 ($5 ea. add.) 

615 588-1982 

HOMECOMING 
AND 

BUILDING 
DEDICATION 

MARCH 6 

KERRVILLE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

All Former Members and Friends 
Are Invited Back! 

Former Preachers Are Speakers 
DAN WOODROOF 

STANLEY BRATCHER 
MORRIS KEMPER 

LEONARD MULLENS 
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KERRVILLE CHURCH PlANS 
HOMECOMING 

The church which meets at 505 Sidney 
Baker in Kerrvil le , Texas, is planning a 
"Homecoming" for a ll former and pres
ent members of the congregation on 
March 6, 1983. The " Homecoming" w ill 
be held in conjunct ion with a forma l 
open ing and dedication service for a new 
Bible School, lobby and office complex 
facility now being comple ted. 

Fo rmer preachers of the church in 
Kerrville have been invited back to par
ticipate in the Ho mecoming Sunday and 
a Homecoming Lectureship to continue 
through the following Wednesday eve
ning. 

Reprints of any single page article appearing 

in the Firm Foundation moy be hod for $12.00 
per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cap· 
les nc.. accepted. 

COME WITH US 
Literary En9land 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

OberammerCJau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWI S 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683· 1678 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

joe D. jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding Unive.rsity, Box 839, Sea rcy, Ark. 72143 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

1983 EDITION 

FOR PREPARING 1982 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to he'lp you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Congress. $3.45 

- - - - - - - - Olirp a.nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Workers, at $3.45 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling . (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name - ------- ---------------------- ------------------------

Address - ---------- -------------------- --------- ---- --------

OttY- ------- ------ ---------- State-------- ---------- ZlP----- ---
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL PREACHERS 
FROM AMERICA 

(Continued from page 9) 

tives. In countries where jobs are hard 
to find people can put on a good front 
if they foresee the possibility of a regu
lar salary. The apostle Paul said, "lay 
hands suddenly on no man." I believe his 
admonition applies to what we are talk
ing about. Many missionaries are anxious 
to have a national work with them and 
consequently are tempted to approach 
talented new converts too soon about 
the possibility of becoming preachers. 
Just taking a young man from his job 
or secular education and sending him to 
a full-time Bible school usually indicates 
to the young man the beginning of a 
career for which he will eventually re
ceive a salary. He will usually believe 
this even if he is told that there is no 
such guarantee. The fact remains that 
he will not be educated or trained for 
secular employment and therefore will 
not be able to find a job when he gradu
ates from the Bible school. His expecta
tion of American support will increase 
and if he does not receive it, the prob
lems he will face may be more than his 
faith can stand. Consequently, novices 
should not only not be put on American 
support but they should neither be sent 

to preacher training schools. Never pro
pose anything that would indicate ma
terial advantage until a person has lived 
a dedicated Christian life in a local con
gregation for a sufficient amount of time 
to indicate a sincere faith. I would sug
gest a minimum of two years. 

In the mission work of the church we 
desperately need to learn from our ex
periences of the past. We must not con
tinue to make the same mistakes. It is 
important that church leaders learn as 
much as possible about these matters 
because sometimes requests come from 
inexperienced missionaries that do not 
comply with good mission methods. 
After all, the elders are the ones who 
make the final decisions. 
Box 935, Searcy, AR 72143 

---~----

THE GOOD FIGHT 
(Continued from page 8) 

generations corl'ing on to destruction. 
We can do some~hing about the ways 
of our sons and daughters and we must. 

Qualified To Teach Others 
We at Abilene Christian are willing to 

teach increasing numbers. Financing 
plans can be worked out for almost 
every student of normal circumstances. 
God needs these young people. 

We are interested in helping your 
sons and daughters become proCiuctive 
in Christian service. 

It is our foremost desire to entrust 
the ways of our lord "to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to teach 
others" (2 Tim. 2:21). It is for this reason 
that the endless stream of fall registra
tion can never be a mere chore, a 
tedium-vanity of vanities. Students are 
the heart of our commitment-our very 
reason for being! 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church grow, too! 
See Bow Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX•SBELTERBD, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOlJNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested In 
monpse ohurcb boads are ourreatly earaln& 
Interest at IZ~ to IS~. 

• No OOIIUIIIuloa cllar8cs 
• lauaedlate aad luture taa beacflta 
• Yoa IDYcst lor J'OuneU aad Ia 

ohunb arowtb, too 
• Ideal plaD to coaalder lor J'ODr 

IDIDiatel"e ntlremalt 
• Trllllderrbaa ,..,... ealstlq plaa to 

Trut CoiDpaDJ' ol Aaauloa, coa1d 
l1:lcreue ,..,... ntlnmeat lacoaae 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 

Alter 
5yn. 

IOyrs. 
SOyrs. 
JOyrs. 

ss,ooo Invested Per Year* 
Jave•tmeat @ 12~ 
$109000 S 14,378.59 S 

@IS~ 

15,757-75 
48,234.88 

253,129-42 
I,IU,491-42 

so,ooo 40,128.46 
40,000 168,825.77 
60,000 581,575.37 

-Tile PI'Oiectloa• aHd Ia the tabla above are baaedoa current 
rata, and are mbleot to cbanae. 

PleaH Mad lalormadoa oa tbe: 

o Keoab Plaa (SeU·employed Redremeat Plaa) 
o J.R.A. (Employed per110as Retlremeat Plaa) 

Name 

Addrea 

City State Zip 

PhoaeNo. 
(Da:r) (Niabt) 

Alllllated Maaagen, lac., P.O. Boll 7648 
AmariUo, Tell&• 79109·0648 

1·800·858-4006 (Ia Texu: 1·800-692·4174) 

Tbla &IUIOIIIIcellleat Ia not an oHertoaeU nor a aoUcltatlon ol 
an oller to buy tbeae aecurldea. The ollerlnll• made by the 
PI'Oapectua. 
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OGlESBY HONORED fOR 
20 YEARS Of SERVICE 

On February 3, Robert K. Oglesby, the 
first and only pulpit minister the Water
view Church of Christ has ever had, 
observed the anniversary of twenty years 
of service with the congregation that 
meets at 1409 N. Waterview Dr. in 
Richardson, Texas. Bro. and Sis. Oglesby 
were honorees at a banquet at the Rich
ardson Civic Center on Friday, Febru
ary 4. 

Taking part in the program were Carl 
Brecheen, jim Sheerer, Bert Mercer, 
Danny Hawk and Wally W i lkerson. 
Robert and his wife, Willora Armstrong 
Oglesby, w ill be given an all-expense
paid vacation to a destination of their 
choice by Waterview members, exes and 
friends. 

During Oglesby's tenure, the Water
view Church, which "swarmed" from th e 
old Abrams Road (now Richardson East) 
Church of Christ, has grown from ap
proximately 150 members w ith a weekly 

contribution of $624 to a membership o f 
over 1,000 and weekly contributions ex
ceeding $13,000, with a versat il e physi
cal plant valued at two mil lion dollars. 
In th e twenty years of i ts existence, the 
church had its best evangelistic year in 
1982, baptizing 58 people. 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL SEMINARS 
AVAILABLE 

People Reaching Out to People, Co
lumbus, Ohio, has announced that it is 
conducting drug and alcohol abuse sem
inars nationw ide for Churches of Christ. 
Workshops are now scheduled in Co
lumbus, Dayton and Dover, Ohio; 
Wheel ing, W. Va.; Bay, Ark.; Security, 
Colo.; Tallahassee and jacksonville, Fla.; 
Hanover, Penn.; Thomasville, Ga.; Hous
ton, Texas; Chicago, Ill.; and three in 
Cal ifornia. 

For more information and available 
dates please write to: Robert D. Rubi
now, Box 29536, Co lumbus, OH 43229. 

~---- .......... --~------._..------------.._.. . ..,... ................... ~ 
~ 20 Years of Continued Success in BuildinCJ ~ 
~ Economical, EnerCJy Efficient ~ 
i Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 28ll Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 

~------------~-------~~-----~~~ 
A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quartet· 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details write.· 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 ·34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U .S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 
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How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The AffUiated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE, TX. 
(So. Hills) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robbins Rd.) 

CHANNAHON. IL 

CLEVELANO, OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(Soulh) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(Weal Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS. MI. 
(Franklin St.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Melro) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(Norlhslde) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(North Wayside) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth St.) 

DALLAS, TX. 
(Marsalis) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
(Texas call: 1-800-692-4174) 

KENAI, AK. 
(Nikiski) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
(Seven Hills) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northeasl) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tatum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 
(Carver VIllage I 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Soulhslde) 

SUN CITY. AZ. 

TEMPE. AZ. 

T~OY, TN. 

TUSCON, AZ. 
(Mission Valley) 

VERO BEACH. FL. 

VERONA. MS. 

WARREN, PA. 

WICHITA. KS. 
(Cenlral) 

WINSTON-SALEM. N.C. 
(Caslle Helghls) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 1, 1983 



FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of S 13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin. Texas 78767 

TEXAS NORMAL 
SINGING SCHOOL 

Sabinal, Texas* June 4 • 11, 1983. 
TRAINING SONGLEADERS, WRITERS, AND TEACHERS 

Who Can Attend? Any Christian Man age 12 and up 

What Will The Complete Cost Be? $130 (about $18 per day) 

SEND FOR A FREE CATALOG 

Texas Normal Singing School 1 Box 456 I Sabinal, TX 78881 

Before May 15 Phone 713-276-1356 
After May 15 Phone 51 2-988-2654 13 [77j 



INDIAN CHURCHES BEING 
HELPED TO SELF-SU~FICIENCV 

The churches of Christ in India have 
shown remarkable progress in establish
ing self-supporting congregations. Leland 
M. Matlock, who has been working 
through the church at Branson, Missouri, 
reports that several ~·congregations have 
been working on a unique method of 
becoming self-supporting financially. 

One of the big .problems in establish
ing stable congregations is the lack of 
financial support which can be gen
erated by the local Christians. Since the 
average monthly salary of a semi-skilled 
workman is equivalent to about $30 in 
U. S. currency, the local congregation's 
contributions are very limited. A plan 
was developed by which an outside con
tribution of $2000 can provide money to 
buy land, build a pandel or prayer shed, 
and plant 25 coconut palms. This one
time contribution can produce within 
five years an income through the sale 
of coconuts by which the congregation 
can be entirely self-supporting. 

One benefit of the self-supporting 
congregation is the help that is given 
to the Christian widows. Christian worn· 
en who have lost their husbands can
not get jobs or return to the homes of 
their non-Christian parents-in-law, and 
no man will marry a previously married 
woman. This places the entire support of 
these people on the local church. With 
the self-supporting congregation, the 
pandel provides a place for the widows 
to live and obtain meager support. They 
in turn, can help with the maintenance 
of the grounds, building, and trees. The 
ability to have a building to meet in is 
highly regarded by the local people, and 
it is a considerable aid in building a 
progressive congregation. 

Several individual Christians and local 
churches in the United States are now 
sponsoring one or more Christian wid
ows. A widow in India can be supported 
for about $12 a month in U.S. currency. 
Contributions may be sent to the Mis
sions Committee, Branson Church of 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED .-:.. 

~_!!""a,... 
2-Year Program (§ For Information Call: 
Tuition Free • r k z:il · (214) 526· 7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved ~~ ~ Preston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers . ~ 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available , ,, ~ Dallas, Texas 75205 

~ 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JAriUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academi~ Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 626-7716 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What'~ and "How'' To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnatlon and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 

. value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during tb~ year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austill, Tesas '18'16'1 
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Christ, 7th and College · St., Branson, 
Missouri 65616. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $150 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Bouse 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll· 
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United S~ates. Special Plan for 
foreign missio[1aries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 11 1983 



c L A S s I F I E D 
.Advertislns- In thl.l section $1.50 per line. Deai8'Ded especially to accommodate co~re~rationa 

adnrtiaiq meetin~r plACet~, preachers seekln~r work or con~rftirations seeld.nc preachers. Also othe~ 
acceptable matter. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL REliEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLs. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-772S (day) or 
589-2236 (nijlhtfweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medma, TX 7800S. 

BEAR V .ALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT ROOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M .• Wed. 1:00 P.M. 
OIIA.TBA.M. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-835-2688. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 

BA. Y A.RJDA SCHOOL OF PR.JDACBJNG 
11300 Dublin Road 

Plea•anton. Oallfonata 94S88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Dlre~or 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chur".h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kaipaa. Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, EvanR"elist 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
Ing. Wife-primary teacher in public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 7SOSO (214-642-08S6). 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CRlJRCR OF CHRIST 

455 So. Younrdleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hirinR" child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688. 
or ('Rll 707/448-3667 !' 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI'BLES--write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations In large northeast population area or a 
congregation that Is seeking to establish a new work 
In same area that is In need of financial support 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Saginaw, 
Texas 76179. · · 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
II:VA.NSVILLJD, IND., :2IOG JD. lfo.--n Ave.. 
u.s. 460 JDad Oppo•lte K-lfart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby waae, lfln. 4'f8-COS8. 
YUMA, ARIZ., Ml W. ~~~ St. Sunday 

tO, 11 a.m. & 6 :3-() p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
MISSION SUPPORT NEEDED 

Establishing new congregation in SE Minnesota. Need 
working fund and Evangelist support. Write H. ). 
Sargent, 344-17th Ave. No., Onalaska, Wisconsin S4650 
or phone AC 608/783-0425. 

CHRISTIAN SERV:;;IC:,E,....,.,.IN..,.....,.Rm=R::-:EM=E=-NT=---
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
manv exciting activities nearby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
Geor2e Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members Is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizational, and leadership 
skills. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 

\related activity. Interested parties should request In
formation package and application Instructions from 
West End Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Attention: Bob Ward. 

BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F. W. HalL 
Sunday cla.ssea, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phono 207-
989-2589, or 868-4388, Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Position open for Assist
ant Administrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 3S to SO. Mail resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. Limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 9S338 or 
phone 209 723-1811 after 6:00 p.m. 

SURPLUS PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick Offset Press Model #320, A.B. Dick 52 
Folder, Elliott Addresser #6721 SCM 33 Electrostatic 
Copier. All for $1,000. Call Monday-Friday 817-767-1300. 
23rd and Grace Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Preacher with 27 years of experience desires to re
locate. Contact Cecil Lanning, Box 626,. Talihina, Okla. 
74S71. Phone (918) S67-2127. 
We have partial support to work with a con~regation 
:J1~s~~~~th potential located In the South. all (817) 

Small rural congregation in Briggs, Texas needs full time 
preacher. The salary is $1SO.OO per week with house and 
utilities furnished. Call S12-489-238S after 5 p.m. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY--Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 46S2, APO 
NY 09633. 
Retired college teacher, aged 62, 41 years preaching 
experience, would like to work with small, ambitious 
church in Texas Hill Country or Austin-San Antonio 
area. Have most of support; adequate housing is 
chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
Minister Available-Interested In Personal Work and 
Senior Citizens programs. Age 63, B.S. Christian Edu
cation, M.A. Religious History, 18 years In current pul
pit. Norman L. Warren, 1-209-625-1724 or 273S So. 
Encina, Visalia, Calif. 93277. 
Wanted: Mature minister without hobbies. Adequate 
salary and nice home. Church of 100 membership, J>lus 
many winter visitors, has history of long preacher 
tenures, in beautiful Rio Grande Valley. Apply: Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 482, Mission, Texas 78S72. Ph. 
S12-585-1S68 or S12-S8S-2197. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 ·& 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 
Youth Minister and Song Leader Needed. Congregation 
of about 2SO in Monroe, La. Complete support pro
vided. Write and send resume to Elders, Jackson Street 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1334, Monroe, La. 71210. 

Song Leaders and Song Wrlten. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
MUSIC FOR THE f-AMILY: Free information on acapella 
gospel quartet music. Write to Lancaster Music, P.O. 
Box 15, Paris, TN 38242, or call 901-644-1177. 
Preacher available anytime after June 1. Graduate of 
Sunset School of Preaching. Fulltime preaching past 9 
years. Age 41, married with 6 children. Contact Joe D. 
Mitchell, 1024 Somonauk St., Sycamore, IL. 60178. 
FOR SALE: 20 upholstered oak fews with song racks, 
22 feet long, Fruitwood stain. Cal 40S-321-0788 or con
tact Church of Christ, 801 E. Alameda, Norman, OK 
73071. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Church of Christ-Safford, Arizona. 
In need of full-time preacher. Interested In a full-time 
preacher,, Interested in a man with some self support. If 
interested write to church at 425 Central Ave., Safford, 
Arizona 8SS46. 

INVESTIGATJDI The FinD ll'oundatloa 
trlu •o acreea advertlaiD&", uad will nof 
kDowtagly take qaeatloaable adverti8ID&'. 
But It Ia tlae reade~a reapoalllblUtT to ID
veatlpte. Like DDT otlaer paper, we aome
tlmea UDwlttiD&'I7' r'Dil llD UDWOrtll7" a4. 
A.8 the old •a7'1D&' &'Oea, before you IDTeat. 
lDveaU&"atel 

SPECIAL NEEDS OF 
MISSION CHURCHES 

The "strengthening Mission Churches" 
ministry of the Waterview church in 
Richardson, Texas, is trying to find mis
sion churches that have problems that 
can be solved with workshops, seminars, 
or gospel meetings. We want to work 
with mission churches who have short 
term needs too. 

Mission churches with special needs 
are asked to write to: Harvey Childress, 
Director, S.M.C. ministry, Waterview 
church of Christ, 1409 N. Waterview; 
Richardson, TX 75080. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-7 66-661 0 

FOR iNFORMAnON CONTACI': 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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COMING SOON! 
Commentary on the 
Minor Prophets Vol 3 

by James Burton Coffman 

Having completed the finest commentary on The 

New Testament, Burton Coffman has produced his 

third commentary on The Old Testament. 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
rich and thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
inspiring. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Vol. I Joel, Amos and Jonah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea, Obadiah and Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 
Vol. IV Zechariah and Malachi .................... To Be Announced 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Minor Prophets Vol. 3 @ $8.95 each plus 15o/o for post· 
age and handling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

N~e ______________________________________________________ _ 

Address _____________________________________________ _ 

ucy. ______________________________ ~S~e ____________ Zip ________ __ 
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THE PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL Of PREACHING in Dallas is 
fully supported by the Preston Road church. A $164 000 
budget for t~e school's operation in 1983 plus building 'and 
other operational expenses is provided by this congregation 
a,s a contribution to the evangelization of the world. In addi
taon, members of the congregation provide $40 000 per year 
in scholarships for worthy students. ' 

Of 3~7 students ~h~ have completed their work at Preston 
Road smce the begmnmg of the school in 1965 300 are still 
preaching the gospel on a full-time basis. ' 

Pictured here is the Bible faculty of the school: L to R: Bill 
Hughes, Tom Gaumer, Herman Alexander Alfred Lee Ron-
nie Wiggins and Jimmy Wood. ' ' 

·:t 
t .. 

( 

.. , 

Austin, Texas, February 8, 1983 
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Garbage In-Garbage Out 

The Man of the Year is a machine. A computer, to be 
exact. Who said so? Time Magazine, that's who. There is 
no denying the fact that the computer is going to change 
the lives of people more than any single thing that hap
pened in 1982, but it really bothers us to see the most 
important thing in a year's history to be a thing and not a 
being. 

There has long been a saying in the computer industry 
that runs like this: "Garbage in-Garbage out," which 
simply means that if you put garbage into the computer 
that's all you can expect to get out of it. If human beings 
program the thing wrong they will get wrong answers. 

All of which reminds us of our conviction that we are 
programmed wrongly. In the tension between truth and 
fellowship we have gradually, over 150 years, leaned to
ward truth (doctrine) at the expense of brotherhood. 
Every decade we have a new issue. If there were not two 
sides to a ·question there would be no issue. There are 
pros and there are cons. Some highly motivated, logic
oriented brethren feed our co111puter and the rest of us 
get from it the bias that they fed into it. Nothing more. 
Garbage in-garbage out. 

Put in legalism and you get out intolerance. Feed the 
computer an abundance of hearsay, gossip and lies, and 
out comes a suspicious, intolerant, line-drawing brother
hood. Garbage in-garbage out. 

When you listen to only one side of an issue you can 
rest assured you are not getting all the information. 
When you act on less than all the information you will 
probably sin against yourself. And, maybe, against your 
·brother. When you act without all the facts you surely 
run the risk of acting wrongly. 

We have a number of individuals whose lives and en
ergies are committed to converting their brethren to 
their point of view. They feed the computer only the 
facts as they see them. Then the brotherhood gets out 
the facts as they saw them. Garbage in-garbage out. If 
our computer is fed only one-sided facts, we will soon 
become a one sided brotherhood. 

Whether we will admit it or not; we are fast becoming 
a loveless brotherhood while we preach on that subject 
more than any other. line-drawing and quarantining 
under the guise of protecting the faith sets brother 
against brother and congregation against congregation, 
largely because the preacher has been listening to the 
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garbage that cam·e out of some mill. The congregation 
may not be of that persuasion at all, but the preacher or 
one of the elders is, and through persistence he turns 
the entire congregation his way. This is what happened 
in the "anti-cooperation fight." And it has happened 
more recently on other issues. It is strange how we can't 
control what other people do to us! Maybe it is because 
of the computer age. Garbage in-garbage out, you 
know. 

We sincerely feel that one of the greatest fallacies of 
our generation is the dependence on things rather than 
a Person. As our own lives have become more and more 
involved in material things we have turned the church 
toward a materialistic philosophy. We have depersonal
ized everything, and so have cluttered up our spiritual 
world with things-garbage.· We are paying a heavy 
price for it. The church is not growing, because we are 
operating in a different world from the wonderful world 
of the spirit. 

It is only one small step from depersonalized religion 
to idolatry. We become obsessed with things and soon 
our gods are made of gold or clay or stone. And God 
himself becomes a thing. We then manipulate him rather 
than letting him manipulate us. We send missionaries to 
the uncivilized heathen whose gods are hand-made 
while we gradually become civilized pagans dancing 
around a golden calf of programs and parties. We don't 
serve God by mechanics. Garbage in-garbage out. 

Sectarianism has always been led by pied pipers who 
whistle a catchy tune, but who lead their followers into 
a thorny wilderness. Who are these pied pipers, and 
what is the music they play? We had better investigate 
them and their claims and intentions before we follow 
them. Almost as often as the seasons roll, someone 
comes up with a new issue, or a new doctrine. Some are 
swift to follow. We should try the spirits and see whether 
they be of God. Garbage in-garbage out. 

The list is endless. You can't get out of the computer 
something different from what you put in. Perhaps this 
is why james warned, "beloved, be not many teachers, 
seeing that they shall receive the greater condemna
tion." The only way we can insure not getting garbage 
out is to be careful to put none in. 
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Die to live! That doesn't make any 
sense, does it? lfJou kill something it's 
"like Rover-dea all over." There's no 
way that living can come out of dying. 
But wait a minute. Are you sure about 
that? Or is it possible that a kind of 
dying can create a whole new way of 
living? 

Jesus was once contemplating his 
own coming death. He knew that the 
time was very ne~r for him to be glori
fied. But, paradoxically, that glorifica
tion could only take place through hu
miliation. Jesus saw that the only way 
up was down. The only path to life was 
through death. 

Life in Death 
So Jesus made a comparison in the 

natural world. "Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit" 
(John 12:24). A plant can produce new 
life. That new life multiplies the good 
one grain of wheat can do by producing 
countless grains. But that new, multi
plied life only occurs when one grain 
gives itself-offers its own life-to pro
duce the new. 

Take another look at dying-to-live. 
There·was once a time when the United 
States of America were neither United 
nor States. We were only colonies of 
Great Britain. The colonists of course 
grew increasingly dissatisfied with that 
kind of life. They did not want to be 
servile colonies. They wanted inde
pendence. Their vision of a whole new 
way of living caused them to "kill" the 
old relationship of dependence so that 
their new life could be born. 

A similar thing ha~pens when a per
son gets married. ' A man leaves his 
father and mother and cleaves to his 
wife" (Gen. 2:24). One way of living is 
ended to make way for a new state of 
things. 

Now these are not perfect pictures. 
No example ever captures the essence of 
the origmal idea, any more than a 
P.hotograph is really you. Still th~y do 
rllustrate a true concept: New hfe Is 
created when old life ends. 

What Is God Up Tot 
This basic principle ties in with what 

God is trying to do with our lives. Ac
:ording to the Bible's teachings, God 
wants the very best for every human 
being. To start with, he made us in his 
likeness (Gen. 1 :26-28). It was his goal 
that our whole life should be a true re
flection of his own perfect nature. 

Unfortunately, there was a serious 

DAN ANDERS 

complication. Early in the human story, 
selfishness entered the picture and did 
its destructive work (see Gen. 3:1-7). 
God was not surprised by that develop
ment. He knew, even before the begin
ning, that humankind would need out
side help to overcome the downward 
pull of its own selfish desires. 

So God designed a plan. He chose 
that through Jesus Christ people could 
reach their full potential of God-likeness 
(Eph. 1 :4-10). The whole plan of salva
tion which God developed and brought 
to climax is aimed at making it possible 
to "present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus" (Col. 1:28 KJV). 

During his own earthly ministry, Jesus 
announced his major goal: "I came that 
they may have life, and have it abun
dantly" (John 10:1 0). That is what God is 
up to! He wants to bless us all with full
ness of life-now and forever. 

How Does It Workt 
If our own selfish streak is ever to be 

overcome and the very fullness of God 
released in us, we must die! Jesus knew 
that, just as he had to "give himself sacri
ficially, so must those do who would 
follow him. The "grain of wheat'' analo
gy applies to us, as well as to God's 
self-giving. 

He who love his life loses it, and he 
who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. If any one 
serves me, he must follow me; and 
where I am, there shall my servant be 
also; ifany one serves me, the Father 
will honor him (John 12:25, 26). 

That is why Jesus so often stressed the 
surrender that would-be disciples had 
to make. Again and again he under
scored the necessity of death-to-self if 
one was ever to experience real life. 

If anyone wishes to be a follower 
of mine, he must leave self behind; 
he must take up his cross and come 
with me. Whoever cares for his own 
safety is lost; but if a man will let 
himself be lost for my sake, he will 
find his true self. What will a man gain 
by winning the whole world, at the 
cost of his true self? (Matt. 16:24-26 
NEB). 

The only way to be the person that God 
wants you to be, is to give up on the 
lesser self that you want to be. We must 
die to self! 

That same truth is powerfully stated 
by Paul, one of jesus' apostles. "I have 
been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me; and the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me" 
(Gal. 2:20). 

HowToDie 
How could Paul have died with Jesus? 

He probably never saw the man from 
Nazareth. Certainly he was not nailed on 
the cross with Jesus that day at Gol
gotha. And you and I surely cannot suf
fer Calvary-twenty centuries this side 
of that historic event. 

If I reason like that, that's where I'm 
wrong. The good news of salvation is 
that I can still be identified with the 
dying and rising again of jesus Christ! It 
can happen for me in the same way it 
happened for Paul, and all those other 
early Christians. Interestingly, it was Paul 
himself who spotlighted how we can 
die with Christ. 

Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We 
were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, 
we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old s~lf was crucified with 
him so that the sinful body might no 
longer be enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:3-6 
RSV). 

When a genuinely repentant believer 
commits himself to jesus by submitting 
to a burial in baptismal waters, the old 
life dies and the new life is born. From 
that moment a whole new quality of life 
begins to grow (see Col. 3:1-4). 

The power of that new life is not in 
some mystical power of water, or even 
in a sacramental act. "You were buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with him through faath in the 
working of God, who raised him from 
the dead" (Col. 2:12). 

Baptism is the time when our faith 
lays hold of God's mighty saving power. 
And things can never be the same again! 

When Martin Luther would grow dis
couraged with his failures, frustrated by 
his weakness, he would respond to 
Satan's tugs with a loud shout, "I have 
been baptized!" Then things would be 
better. 

Can you say that, too? 

Box 66435, Houston, TX 77266 
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"Whosoever" and "All" 
RAYMOND C . KELCY 

Most of us have witnessed the sneer 
and the scorn of the skeptic as he points 
to the " whosoevers" and the "ails" of 
the Bible. He thinks he has involved the 
Bible in a contradiction if he can find 
one person not included in the "whoso
ever'' and one thing not included in 
"all things." 

Believers have often fe lt difficulty in 
~eating with the objections of the skep
~IC. To<;>, they have o ften felt difficulty 
m dealmg w1th statements which seem
ing~y admit of no exception insofar as 
the1r own peace of mind is concerned. 
They reason that if Christ said "every 
one" or if Paul or some other writer said 
"all things," then these are universal in 
application. Then they think of persons 
or things which evidently were not 
meant to be included, or they find other 
passages of scripture which show that 
the s.eemingly universal is not, after all, 
~ un1versal. Co!lfusion in their thinking 
1s the result. Th1s reminds us that here is 
a matter with which we should deal 
in our teaching. 

Paul's Style 
It is always in order to consider the 

style of a w riter or speaker. It is not at 
all :'nusual to hear speakers employ that 
wh~ch ~eems to be all-embracing, but 
wh1ch IS seen not to be all-embracing 
~hen the style of the speaker is con
Sidered or when the context in which 
he speaks is ascertained. Let us suppose 
that we are listening to a speech by the 
president. Within the course of the 
speech he says, "All things considered 
! would say. that everything is better than 
!t was at th1s same time last year." Now, 
~f we fo~us on the word "everything," 
1f we fail to consider the style of the 
speaker, or fail to consider the context 
of the statement, we can reach all sorts 
of ridiculous conclusions. We might ac
cuse him of saying that crime is better 
~han it was a year ago or that the devil 
1s a better person now than then. 

However, his statement must not be 
so mutilated. When we consider the 
matter carefully, we see that the presi
dent was speaking in the context of the 
~ational economy and that his statement 
1s not, therefore, to be considered as in
dicating the spiritual or the moral state 
of the nation. 

The writer of Hebrews quotes from 
Jeremiah 31:34 and applies to the gospel 
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age a prophecy of the writer. The 
prophecy said: " All shall know me, from 
the lea~ t to the greatest" (He b. 8:11 ). 
The. wnter of Hebr~ws is affirming the 
fulf~llme~t of Jer~m1ah's prophecy. It is 
fulf1lled m the dispensation of the New 
Covenant. But is it true that all men 
know Jehovah? It is not true if we take 
the expression to mean everybody on 
earth. But the diHiculty is not great. A 
study of the passage with attention 
being given to the context will reveal 
that both Jeremiah and the writer of 
Hebrews mean that all people w ithin 
the New Covenant know Jehovah. A 
believer should be able, with little dif
ficu lty, to point this out to a skeptical 
reader. 

When Peter asserted that "the end of 
all things is at hand," are we to take his 
statement as indicating that nothing w ill 
be left? (1 Peter 4:7). Again, we must 
consider style and context. 

" .•. if we fail to consider the 
style of the speaker, or fail to 
consider the context of 1he 
statement, we can reach all 
sorts of ridiculous conclusions." 

.Paul was fond of the expression "all 
thmgs." A classic example of this is 1 
Corinthians 13:7. He says love " beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things." Is this a 
true statement? Of course it is! It is a 
statement made by the eternal God 
through his servant Paul. Do we believe 
this statement? Of course we do! But 
suppose a critic suggests some things 
wh ich love does not bear. Suppose he 
suggests something which love does not 
believe. Suppose he suggests something 
for which love cannot, dare not, hope. 
Can love believe that sin is good? Can 
love hope for the sa lvation of those who 
die in obstinate unbelief? Quite ob
viously, Paul does not · mean by "all 
things" to include everything that could 
possibly be imagined. We need to con
sider Paul's style; we need to give at
tention to the context. 

Again, Paul states that "they are all 
under sin" (Rom. 3:9), and that "all 
have sinned" (Rom. 3:23). Does this 
mean that infan ts and irresponsible 
people have sinned? It does if we take 
"all" to mean every individual on earth. 
But if we consider other passages to get 
the definition of sin and if the context is 
considered, it can be seen that Paul is 
affirming that every responsible person, 
"both Jews and Gentiles," has sinned 
"and come short of the glory of God." 

Paul said, "All things are lawful unto 
m~" (1 Cor. 6:12). Again, he said, "All 
thmgs are lawful for me, but all things 
are not exped ient" (1 Cor. 1 0:23). How 
shall we treat these statements? By say-

ing "all things" does Paul mean to say 
that any possible human action would 
be lawful for him? Shall we take Paul 's 
~tatements and attempt to put a mean
mg upon them without looking at any
thing else he said? Let us look at the 
context. Is it not made clear that Paul is 
discussing matters of indifference such 
as the eating of meats? We conclude 
th~t Paul ?oes .not mean all things which 
m1ght be 1magmed. He means to include 
all thinps wHhin a category. But this is 
somethmg we would not know if we 
fai led to study his statements in the 
l ight of thei r context. 

How shall we explain Paul's meaning 
when he said, " I am made all things to 
all men"? (1 Cor. 9:22). Shall we con
sider "all things" as an absolute? Would 
~aul ~o anything which might be imag
~ned m order to save others? Again, the 
1mportance of considering Paul's style 
an~ of considering otf1er passages is 
ev1dent. 

The Style of Jesus 
Jesus employed statements which 

appear to be universal and absolute. 
However, we can, by observing other 
passages, see that Jesus did not mean 
for us to consider such statements as 
universals or absolutes. The ethic of 
Jesus as set forth in Matthew 5:39-42 ap
pears to have no lim itations. Note the 
"whosoever" of verse 39, "any man" of 
verse 40, "him that asketh" and " him 
that would borrow" of verse 42. It is 
an . ethic of acquiescence and non
resistance. Everyone would agree that 
there are limitati ons, but how would the 
limitations be known if our study were 
confined to Matthew 5:39-42? Jesus 
said to give to him who asks. Seemingly 
this would include any person who 
might ask. Suppose we read Paul's ad
monitions regarding giving to lazy and 
indolent church members. "If any would 
not work, neither should he eat" (2 
Thess. 3:10). In the light of Paul's teach
ing, if we refuse to give or to make a 
loan to such an indolent church mem
ber, are we obeying what Paul said and 
disobeying what Jesus said? No one 
would so contend. What if a banker 
refuses a loan to any who ask? Is he 
violating th e teachings of Jesus? No one 
would so contend. 

Why are we wi ll ing to let the teach
ings of Jesus be explained by other pas
sages? Is it not due to the fact that we 
s~e that employing seeming universals 
and seeming absolutes was a facet of 
the style of Jesus? That we can see that 
he used such without intending that 
they be taken as universals or absolutes? 
That we can see that he intended that 
we understand his teachings in the light 
of the "all truth" into which he prom
ised the apostles they would be guided 
by the Holy Spirit? Uohn 16:12-13). 

In another passage Jesus declared 
that "every one that asketh receiveth" 
(Matt. 7:8). "Every one" seems to be a 
universal. Does it include those w ho 
ar~ .not childr~n. of God? Isn' t prayer a 
pnvilege, a spm tual blessing that is to 
be found in Christ? (Eph. 1 :3). Does not 
James teach that an unstable, double-

(Continued on page 11) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 8, 1983 



In a Maze of Cultism 
ROGER A. CRAIKER 

There I was sitting at my desk getting ready to pounce 
upon the brethren for this total dedication doctrine. I was 
going to prepare a fist-pounding, wham banging sermon. With 
at least twelve books on cults, and 57 articles before me, all 
laid out nice and neat, I was now ready to instruct and save 
our congregation from the cults. What did I lack? The dic
tionary! So I grabbed my trusty American heritage dictionary. 
I was now set. 

After 45 minutes or so of swimming around in the sea of 
C's, I came across the word I started out looking for-Cult. 
I found it to mean, 111. A system or community of religious 
worship and ritual, esp. one focusing upon a single deity or 
spirit. 2. a. Obsessive devotion or veneration for a person, 
principal or ideal. b. The object 6f such devotion. 3. An ex
clusive group of persons sharing an esoteric interest." With 
this before me, I was now ready to make short work of 
the cults. 

It is strange how one can read what is written and yet only 
grasp what the writer wants you too. Another strange thing 
is that in the midst of all this material I remembered the 
words of Jesus, 11beware of men." I wonder how that hap
pened? I also wondered why we who speak only the scrip
tures don't. 

One God 
The Bible says u And God spake all these words, saying, I 

am jehovah thy God ... thou shalt have no other gods before 
me" (Ex. 20:1-3). And,·"for I am God, there is none else" (lsa. 
45:22). Jesus said, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. 4:10; Deut. 6:13). Also, 
"Hear 0 Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah" (Deut. 6:4). 

Jesus is the divine Son of God. He and the Father are. one 
(John 10:30). He that does not have Jesus has not the Father 
(2 John 9). Jesus is worshiped and this is acceptable to the 
Father (Heb. 1 :6; Rev. 5). He is called God (Heb. 1 :8, 9). Thus 
to worship Jesus is to worship the Father. "He that honoreth 
not the Son honoreth not the Father" (John 5:23). We wor
ship God through the Son, by the Son's authority, and in him 
through new birth. 

Well now, that made short work of those who worship ..• 
focusing upon a single deity ... " 

One Devotion 
Jesus told the woman at the well, "God is Spirit, they that 

worship him must worship in Spirit and truth" (John 4:24). 
God is Spirit. The Holy Spirit. was in Jesus without measure, 
and "If any have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his" 
(Rom. 8). The Holy Spirit abides in the Christian. If one is in 
Christ he has the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 
Furthermore, one must be born again into the kingdom of 
God (John 3:3-5). The kingdom is called the church (Matt. 
16:18, 19) The church is called the body of Christ (Eph. 1:21-
23; Col. 1 :18) over which Christ is head. The Bible says there 

is 110ne body" (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:4). The scriptures tell us 
we are the possession of God and Christ's (1 Cor. 1 :23; 2 Cor. 
5:18, 19; 1 Peter 2:9, 10). It stands to reason then, if a person 
is not in Christ he is none of his, and an alien from the body 
of Christ, the church. Therefore, we are a community of re
ligious people who worship focusing upon a single deity in 
his exclusive body by obsessive devotion and veneration of 
God through the person of Jesus Christ. Aha! how about that? 
Short work again! 

One Church 
The exclusiveness of the church of Christ excludes those 

not in Christ. The scriptures make known the exclusiveness 
from the world the body of Christ. Those who do not have 
this understanding cannot be and are not a part of the family 
of God. It is through the church that the manifold wisdom 
of God is made known to the world (Eph. 3:10). That which 
is in opposition to the church of Christ is called "a syna
gogue of Satan" (Rev. 2:9). 

It is therefore understandable that we are an exclusive 
group of persons sharing an esoteric interest. How about that 
for short work of the cults? 

Satan 
Satan, the evil one is called "the god of this world" (2 Cor. 

4:4). John wrote, ''The whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 
John 5:19). Satan and his ministers appear as ministers of 
righteousness and teach a perverted gospel (2 Cor. 11:4, 
12-15; Gal. 1 :6-10). 

Satan's works, ·no matter how diverse or how righteous 
they appear, are world wide and anti.!Christ. The world then 
is entrapped, and venerates Satan, whether it knows it or not 

In a Maze of Cultism 
There are two beings worshiped-God and Satan. Those in 

Christ are in his church following his principles and ideals, 
worshiping God the Father through him; this body of wor
shipers is exclusive from the rest of the world. The rest of the 
world belongs to Satan. Thus there are only two societies on 
earth, God's family or Satan's slaves. 

Those who say there are cults among us, miss the point. The 
young who see an inactive congregation as nothing more than 
a social club and desire more of a complete dedication to 
God truly are trying to be the church of Christ. And that ain't 
bad! Neither is it cultic! 

When New Testament Christianity seek to align itself with 
"orthodox Christianity," that is bad. The church neither de
sires nor seeks acceptance from the daughters of the harlot 
nor their mother (Rev. 17:5). In a maze of cultism, Satan has 
used another tool to effectively bring about division in the 
church. When will Christians cease to be ignorant of Satan's 
devices, and cease to follow after those of a divisive spiriU 

Box 56, Lovelady, TX 75851 
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Paul and James on Faith and Works 
MARK NITZ 

One of the thorniest problems in the 
history of biblical interpretation is de
termining the right relationship between 
faith and works. This problem can be 
most clearly seen in one's efforts to 
harmonize Paul and James in their re
spective epistles. Both authors quote 
Genesis 15 :6 with respect to Abraham 
and draw what appears to be different 
conclusions. Paul declares that justifica
tion is not upon the principle of works 
but upon tbat of faith (Rom . . 3:28). 
james declares that "by works a man is 
justified and not only by faith" (James 
2:24). 

Are the conclusions of these two in
spired writers irreconcilable, or is their 
harmony to be found? G. C. Berkouwer 
suggests three possible solutions that 
have been given in the past to the prob
lem raised by James relation to Paul: 
{1) James is debating with Paul. (2) James 
is contending, not against Paul, but 

against an antinomian misconstrual of 
Paul's doctrine of justification through 
faith. (3) The letters of Paul and James 
are concerned with different problems 
and are not in the least contending with 
one another. They are rooted in the 
same assumptions and are in no way 
incompatible. It is the purpose of this 
article to defend the third position men
tioned by Berkouwer, that is, Paul and 
james are in harmony with one another. 

Different Purposes 
It is most important to note at the be

ginning that James and Paul were w rit
ing for different purposes. Paul ~s pur
pose was to explain how the gospel 
works, the method of justification 
through Christ. This can be seen not only 
in Romans but also in Galatians. james, 
on the other hand, is reproving idle 
brethren. Apparently some had become 
inactive as Christians. james tells them 
that a faith that permits them to do 
nothing is a dead faith. Thus, Paul is 
dealing with the gospel system which 
we are under, justification coming 
through faith rather than law-keep ing. 
James is dealing with the nature of that 
saving faith. 

Paul does not deny the essentialness 
of good works. Concerning the judg
ment of God, he once wrote, "who w ill 
render to every man according to his 
works" (Rom. 2:6). Throughout Paul's 
epistles he makes an unmistakable rela
tion between works, faith, and the judg
ment. " It is not to be denied that for 
Paul, too, the works and affairs of man 
play a role in the final drama of God's 
judgment," Burkouwer wrote. However, 
Paul sets works in contradiction to faith 
as the basis of ~>ne's justification. Works 
and faith do not exclude each other in 
practice, according to Paul's writings. 
However, they do exclude each other as 
a means (or basis) of justification (or sal
vat ion). That is to say, no man can be 
justified by both at the same time. He is 
either saved because he deserves it 
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(principle of works) or he is saved al
though he does not deserve it (principle 
of faith). 

Paul views good works as the by
product of salvation, not the basis of it. 
"By grace have ye been saved ... cre
ated in Christ jesus for good works'' 
(Eph. 2:8-1 0). We work (obey God) be
cause we are saved, not in order to get 
saved. 

James, on the other hand, does not 
negate the importance of faith. Neither 
does he deny that justification is by 
faith. He simply emphasizes that there 
is more to faith than mere assent (or 
" the faith of demons"). True faith makes 
itself apparent by the life that resu lts 
from it. This being the case, there would 
be a· sense in which works are ind i
rect ly related to justification, since the 
faith that saves is a faith that obeys. 
Faith is worth less if it can not be seen in 
the good life that follows. 

A good summary of this section can 
be seen in the following. " We are not 
justified by faith AND works (Pau l). Nor 
are we justified by faith WIJHOUT 
works (James). Rather we are justified by 
faith THAT works (James and Paul). That 
is the way Jack Cottrell put it. 

Works and Motivation 
Another way to resolve the apparent 

dilemma one might have for perform
ing good works. This difference can be 
seen in the expressions "works of human 
merit" and "obed ience of faith." Though 
the actual works in both cases may be 
the same, the motivation is entirely dif
ferent. 

The works by which Paul says one is 
not justified are "works of law" (or 
human merit). This system makes salva
tion dependent upon one's abi lity to 
keep laws. His reward is given as wages 
earned; his performance being the de
termining factor. The problem with such 
is that only perfect works wi ll save. To 
violate the law in one point is to be 
guilty of the whole (James 2:1 0). It is 
the legalistic mind that views his Chris
tian life as meriting for him the favor of 
God. He is like the Pharisee (luke 
18:9-14), deceiving himself into think
ing he is actually good enough to be ac
cepted by God. " l egalism is not law
keeping but law-depending. It is not the 
idea of doing the law but trust ing in 
one's performance for salvation." Paul 
declares that the gospel has freed one 
from this legalistic motive for obedience. 
Being justified by faith, one is now free 

·to serve God simply because he wants 
to. Paul calls this the "obedience of 
faith" (Rom. 1 :5 ; 16:26), the " labor of 
love" (1 Thess. 1 :3) and "faith working 
through love" (Gal. 5:6). This involves 
a much different and higher motive. 

The works by which james says he 
would "show" his faith (2:18) and of 
which "fa ith is made perfect" (2:22) are 
the same works which Paul calls the 
"obedience of faith." This obedience is 

that which spri ngs from faith and is the 
expression of it. The motivation is love, 
not the meriting of a reward. When 
Paul's "justi fication by faith" is properly 
understood it wi ll multiply good works. 
It puts one's works into focus. Works 
are the fruit of a new life, not the crea
tion of it. We are not saved by our good 
works but unto good works. Being free 
from a system of law with its fear and 
reward motives, one is free to serve God 
out of love, ·the strongest possible mo
tive. Martin luther said it well when he 
decla red that "our faith in Christ does 
not free us from good works but from 
the false opinions concerning good 
works, that is, from the foolish presump
tion that justification is acquired by 
works." luther was apparently able to 
find agreement between Pau l and 
James, for he is quoted as saying, 
"Fruits do not make the tree, but the 
tree is known by its fruits ... . So faith is 
a piece of hypocrisy if it does not pro
duce works." 

Abraham 
Those who argue that James contra

dicts Paul often point to the use that 
each makes of Abraham. Paul uses Ab
raham to show that one is justified by 
faith without the works of law. james 
uses him to show that "mere faith" is 
insufficient. 

Though both authors quote Genesis 
15:6 to make their point, they refer to 
different portions of Abraham's life. 
james starts with Abraham's wi ll ingess 
to offer his son Isaac, recorded in 
Genesis 22 (James 2:21). Throughout this 
incident Abraham demonstrates his faith. 
This "work was an act of faith. james 
then proceeds to quote Genesis 15 in 
special connection with the offering up 
of Isaac. It is as if to say Genesis 15 is 
fulfilled in what occurs in Genesis 22. 
Abraham's works justified his claim to 
faith. His life, viewed as a whole, shows 
the inseparable connection between 
faith and works. The perfection (or com
pleteness) of Abraham's faith was dem
onstrated by his willingness to obey. 

In the command given to Abraham 
lies the touchstone of his faith, and 
in his obedience Abraham's faith was 
revealed as real in the reality of life. 
If. when the test came, the faith had 
not been matched by works, then it 
would have proved to be an incom
plete faith. The works showed that the 
faith had always been of the right 
kind and so completed it. 

Thus, james is not denying that faith 
saves. Neither is he saying faith must be 
complemented by works of the law in 
order to be efficacious. This would in
deed contradict Paul and make of none 
effect the blood of Christ (Gal. 2:21). 
Rather he is contesting a " dead faith"
that which does not bear the fruit of 
good works in one's Christian walk. 

The apparent conflict between Paul 
and james vanishes when one sees the 
di fference between works of law and 
works of fa ith (each with their respective 
motivies). That for which james is con
tending is not denied by Paul. That which 

(Continued on page 11) 
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On Knowing (2) 
As with other words that we have no

ticed previously, the word "know" has 
more than one meaning. Actually there 
are several meanings for the word 
ginosko in the New Testament, but we 
are here concerned primarily with two 
major meanings that may prove prob
lematical for some. 

One may be called 11scientific" knowl
edge, or "knowing" gained from actual 
experience, such as that obtained in 
conducting a scientific experiment. This 
kind of knowledge is possible only 
about something that is a material, 
physical object (a solid, liquid or gas) 
the only type of thing that science can 
work with. One gains such knowledge 
when weighing, dividing, touching, or 
measuring such objects. Science uses 
this "real," demonstrative type of knowl
edge to develop working hypotheses or 
"facts," as we call them. This is the 
most certain type of knowledge possible 
for humans, where one can "know" for 
sure since he has experienced the ob
ject with one or more of his five senses 
-an empirical knowledge. This kind of 
knowing is what the apostles knew 
about Jesus' resurrection, since they had 
to actually "see" him after he had come 
back to life. This empirical or scientific 
knowledge is a "descriptive knowl
edge," since a scientist can describe it 
in exact detail so that some other scien
tist can duplicate the experiment. 

The second kind of knowledge in 
which we are now interested is a bow
ing about things in the non-physical 
realm of reality-the spiritual realm or 
realm of values and abstract realities. 
This kind of knowledge is not descrip
tive. It cannot be put into words, yet it 
is quite real. It is the sort of knowledge 
that one uses in determining whether a 
girl is qualified to be his future wife. It 
is a tacit knowledge, unexpr.essible in 
words, that some have called intimate 
knowledge or "knowledge of acquaint
ance." This is the sort of knowledge re
quired as an ingredient of faith, which 
we might call faith-knowledge, and 
which is obviously very different from 
empirical knowledge which comes only 
through actual sense experience. 

In this life we can have a faith
knowledge of God, Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, but obviously we do not know 
them empirically. The knowledge in
volved in faith is adequate for its pur
pose-the faith is fully justified, but this 
kind of knowledge is not as certain to us 
as the knowledge of actual sense ex
perience. Faith is "evidence of things 
hoped for, a conviction of things not 
seen." When we get to heaven we will 
see God, and our knowledge of him will 
then be empirical and absolute; but 
while we are still in the flesh our knowl
edge of him will be faith-knowledge. 

Both kinds of knowledge are based on 
evid~nce, necessarily. (Any faith not 
based on evidence is mere credulity, 
and is vulnerable to superstition or any 
kind of wild idea.) The knowledge of 

J.D. THOMAS 

experience is based on direct, empirical 
ev1dence, while faith-knowledge is based 
on indirect evidence, such as the testi
mony of preaching. Logic and reason 
apply to both, but the evidence is dif
ferent. Experience-knowledge is limited 
to physics, while faith-knowledge also 
deals with the metaphysical. 

First Corinthians 13:13 says, "But now 
abideth faith, hope, love, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love." The 
reason this is true is because the faith 
here is based on unexperienced knowl
edge. It and hope will cease when this 
world ends and heaven begins and we 
begin to experience God directly and 
"know him" as "eyewitnesses." Love, of 
course, will not cease but will continue 
in heaven and that is why it is greatest. 

God's Existence 
The existence of God probably is the 

most challenging question that mortal 
man has ever faced. Philosophers have 
pondered it over the centuries, and, in 
fact, have come up with some quite 
good arguments favoring his existence. 
The . most notable of tt1ese were con
ceived by Thomas Aquinas in the 13th 
century, A.D. He gave us clear formula
tions of the argument from design· the 
cosmological argument; and the ..;,oral 
argument, along with some weaker 
ones. Anselm of Canterbury gave us the 
ontological argument which some feel 
has strength. Many philosophers of 
today accept God's existence on the 
basis of these arguments, although prob
ably none of them feel that it has been 
"proved" absolutely. All these argu
ments point to an extremely high 
probability of God's existence-the uni
verse as we know it would be very hard 
to explain without him, but with him 
everything falls into place beautifully. 

In our previous articles we have 
shown that words have different mean
ings in different contexts. The word 
"know" has several different meanings, 
notably scientific-knowledge and faith
knowledge. When we talk about "prov
ing" God's existence, or being able to 
"know" that God exists, we need to 
realize that we can "know" it with a 
faith-knowledge but not with a scien
tific-knowledge or an experience
knowledge. None of us has actually 
seen God, because our eyes are limited 
to the physical realm and he is a Spirit 
being, m the metaphysical realm. There 
is no crossing over. Paul was caught up 
into the third heaven, which I presume 
means into the metaphysical realm of 
reality, but he was not permitted to 
speak about it. 

When we get to heaven and actually 
see and experience God, our knowledge 
of him will be more real and absolute 
and certain than it is now, when we are 
limited to faith-knowledge. This does 
not mean that faith-knowledge is in
ferior knowledge, but simply that it is all 

that is accessible to us in this life. If we 
could have scientific or experience
knowledge here, there would be no 
atheists, because we would show God 
to them and they would have to admit 
his existence. But God has chosen that 
we "live by faith" down here and abso
lute, experience, "proof" is not avail
able. There is no problem, however, 
because the knowledge required for 
faith is so overwhelming that God's 
existence Is the only thing that can 
explain it afl. 

This whole matter resolves into se
mantic distinctions. The two kinds of 
knowledge-knowing what you have 
actually experienced, and knowing what 
is the best explanation of all the reality 
which we have not yet experienced
must be kept clearly distinct or else we 
get into arguments. Also, the word 
"prove" as it is ordinarily used means to 
prove in a scientific mar,ner, to prove it 
so that it can be demonstrated to those 
slow to accept it. "Prove" means to 
prove beyond any doubt! "Absolute" 
knowledge means knowledge that can
not ever be any stronger or more sure. 
But as Luke Miller's illustration (Article 
No. 1) showed, when you see the buffalo
nickel yourself your knowledge is more 
absolute than it is when you are believ
ing in testimony. You then have direct 
evidence rather than indirect evidence 
for your conclusion. 

Yes, faith is impossible without teach
ing and the resultant knowledge that is 
required to undergird and support the 
faith. Again, in tile Miller illustration, 
before Miller testified to the man what 
was in his hand, the man had no knowl
ledge of any kind and any commitment 
had to be only a wild guess, since it 
did not have a "knowledge" basis. After 
Miller gave him testimony about what 
was in his hand, the man now had 
knowledge, but it was based on indirect 
evidence (the testimony) and so it could 
be only a faith-knowledge. Then later 
when the man experienced it for him
self he had direct evidence, and so now 
he knew, and was not limited to be
lieving Miller's testimony. He then had 
faith no longer, but knew, absolutely, for 
himself. This shows the difference be
tween faith-knowledge and experience
knowledge. 

To "prove" the existence of God to 
an atheist we would have to give him 
direct evidence, so that he could have 
experience-knowledge. He refuses faith
knowledge and so the word "prove" is 
not applicable to what we can do for the 
unbeliever. We must continue to teach 
him. 

For any who would look further into 
these matters, we recommend Arlie J. 
Hoover's book published by Baker
Dear Agnos (1st Edition) or The Case For 
Christian Theism (New title). Chapter 3, 
11The Anatomy of Faith" and Chapter 4, 
"The Problem of Proof" are especially 
helpful. 
1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
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Yes, I Am Prejudiced Against Cigarettes GORDON SMITH 

As a minister of the gospel, one of 
the aspects of my work is to visit the 
hospitals, nursing homes, and the shut
ins. I readily admit that this is a part of 
my work that I do not enjoy. But, I also 
know there is no way for me to be a 
good Christian much less an effective 
preacher if I do not make an effort to 
comfort the sick, aged, and bereaved 
Oames 1 :27). 

In the over 18 years that I have been 
a New Testament Christian, I have 
visited with a myriad of people who 
were going through difficult times. Fol
lowing are just a few of my experiences: 

I have an appointment with a man in 
Berkley, Michigan. This gentleman in
forms me that his father has just died 
from lung cancer at 51 years of age. His 
father was a heavy smoker. The gentle
man had helped to dissect the lungs of 
his father. He says, "My father's lungs 
were literally black from the soot and 
nicotine that covered them. I don't 
know how it was possible for him to get 
a breath of fresh air." The seed of preju
dice against cigarettes has been planted. 

A brother in Christ is in the hospital 
in Detroit and dying from emphysema. 
I watch him gasping for air in between 
puffs on his cigarette. His doctors plead 
with him to quit smoking; he refuses. He 
dies gasping for air. The prejudice grows. 

I sit with a beloved brother in Christ 
in the hospital while his wife is under
going a biopsy. The doctor comes into 
the waiting room and utters to this 
brother words that are among the most 
dreaded on this earth, "lung cancer; 
she has but a short time to live." This 
dear sister in the lord was a heavy 
smoker. For three months I watch this 
good woman go through horrible, ter
rible, excruciating pain. I pray silently, 

"lord take her. Don't Jet her suffer like 
this." On the day that I walk into the 
hospital and her husband informs me, in 
tears, "She is gone,"' I feel relief. She 
wen~ through so much. My prejudice 
contmues to grow. 

A beloved sister in Christ's husband 
is undergoing open heart surgery. I at
tempt to comfort her by pointing out 
that they have just about mastered this 
type of surgery. The surgery is complete
ly successful. We are all expecting her 
beloved husband to be bouncing 
around in a few days; but, he does not 
respond as he should. He has a difficult 
time breathing. We go through some 
trying days. Somebody says, "He smoked 
for over fifty years. It is possiple that the 
damage to his respiratory system is im
peding his recovery." We are still pray
ing, hoping and expecting the best. But, 
I can't help but think that if it were not 
for cigarettes, maybe we would not 
have to be going through this torment. 

Yes, I am prejudiced against cigarettes. 
I love the people who smoke. Nobody 
knows any better than I that many of 
them are undoubtedly better people in 
a thousand ways than I will ever be; 
but, I still hate the product that can 
bring so much misery into their Jives
misery that they really do not deserve. 

Every time I open a magazine and see 
an advertisement that glorifies smoking 
and that makes this practice look clean, 
refreshing and relaxing, I seethe. The 
advertisements are a blatant, unequivo
cal lie! Smoking is a filthy, dirty, life
endangering habit. The Surgeon General 
knows it, the tobacco companies know 
it, you know it and I know it. Still, I see 
12 and 13-year-olds smoking; taking up 
a habit that has never done one person 
one iota of good, but has brought about 

What Is the "Age of Accountability"? SID T. WOMACK 

"Age of accountability" is not a term 
found in our Bible, but the concept is 
one that merits serious consideration 
to anyone contemplating putting on 
Christ. What is meant by this term of 
convenience is that one has matured to 
the point where he is aware of sin and 
the guilt that follows sin and is amena
ble to God's teaching about redemption. 

It is unlikely that a universal age of 
accountabililty win ever be established, 
and rightly so. Any Procrustean designa
tions of an age of accountability would 
be made in ·ignorance and disregard of 
interindividual differences in general in
tellectual functioning, home back
ground, community and school influ
ences, and opportunities for practice in 
moral judgment. 

Parents and teachers of elementary 
age children in Bible school find them
selves facing a two-sided dilemma: 
should they refuse to baptize a child of 
seven or eight, hoping that the child 
will maintain his interest in things spir
itual until God has given him a few 
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more years to grow up? Or should the 
child be baptized with the possibility 
that he has no understanding of the 
commitment he is making? It can be an 
agonizing decision. One parent dis
couraged his daughter of eight from 
being baptized. She did not inquire into 
the matter again until she was 17. 
Understandably, the family was con
cerned for the daughter's spiritual wel
fare. 

Baptism of infants for the remission of 
sins is nowhere commanded, suggested, 
or exemplified in the Bible. lacking 
scriptural authority, we do not baptize 
infants into the church of Christ. The 
book of Acts tells us that candidates for 
immersion had heard, believed, repent
ed of past sins, and confessed their faith 
in Jesus as lord. Scriptural foundations 
for this may be found in Acts 2:37-47; 
8:35-39; 10:44-48; and Romans 10:8-10. 
We do not baptize infants or the dead 
because they are incapable of doing 
these prerequisite things. 

(Continued on page 12) 

untold misery in the lives of miflions. 
Why? Because those who stand to make 
a profit through cigarettes have sold 
these young people a brazenly false bill 
of goods. Yes, I am prejudiced and it is 
hard for me to understand why there 
are not a lot more people the same way! 
2201 Rainbow Dr., Gadsden, Al 35901 

Church Renewal 
DAVID A. SAMPSON 

The term "church renewal" has been 
used with great frequency lately, but 
very little has been said about it in 
church of Christ circles. The very idea 
that the church needs renewing or re
forming seems unthinkable to many; 
after all, the church is God's institution, 
and we are in the New Testament tradi
tion. Who can improve upon that? This 
reasoning is evidence of spiritual arro
gance and shallowness, and arrogance is 
the deadliest sin for a Christian and the 
church. Humility is the only appropriate 
posture and in humility we must admit 
that there is much about us that needs 
to be renewed and deepened. The 
church is divinely established, but it is 
composed of people and is therefore 
subject to en··or and indifference. 

like the hull of a boat needs the 
barnacles periodically scraped off, the 
church, which over the years finds itself 
encrusted with social and cultural barna
cles, needs to be cleaned and renewed. 
True Christian~ty has nothing to fear 
from the idea of church renewal. That 
which alarms most of us is the fear of 
examining our beliefs and practices with 
an open mind in light of God's word. 
This is always painful. If we allow this 
fear to engulf us then there is no hope for 
the church. Most churches will die with
in the next generation if the present 
stale and sterile course is followed. 

The church of Christ has a wonderful 
heritage in the Restoration movement. 
The people who first pioneered this 
movement made very painful decisions 
to abandon the denominational di
visions and strive to be simply Chris
tians, restoring New Testament Chris
tianity. We affirm that Restoration 
appeal. We reject an outlook .that builds 
walls between people. We seek to be a 
fe~lowship united on our mutual need 
for the grace of God. Christ has torn 
down the dividing wall of hostility and 
we will not rebuild it. There are many 
godly people in our world disenchanted 
with religious walls and barriers. We 
have something to offer ... the pledge 
that we seek to be just Christians. 

Many of us are living with a second 
hand faith and a lukewarm exrerience 
with God. We need a renewa of our 
experience with God, a renewal in wor
ship, fellowship, understanding, Bible 
study, awareness, concern for people, 
and ministry. May God grant us the 
honesty and strength to renew our 
commitment to restore New Testament 
Christianity. 
915 West Park Row, Arlington, TX 76013 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

This has been called the 11age of the four-letter word," and 
most of these are not .good words. :We hear them 'on the 
media; we read them often ·in literature. Below, in reference 
to the bus ministry, are some excellent four-letter words, 
prepared by Tommy Stringer, 'a deacon :in :Second and Fourth 

Streets congregation in Corsicana, Texas. These Jour-letter 
words will lift us up as practiced, 'in any endeavor for the 
teaching of the truth.-Leonard Mullens, Box 828, ·Salado, 
TX 76571 

Four-Letter Words: Key to a Successful Bus Ministry 
TOMMY STRINGER 

Some bus ministries abound in both quantity and quality, 
while others coast along or even worse, dry up. A vibrant, 
enthusiastic program is one which requires the use and ap
plication of several four Jetter words. If these words are prac
ticed, success is inevitable. 

PRAY-No endeavor should be undertaken without first 
asking God's blessing and guidance. This is certainly true of 
the bus ministry. Ask God for strength to "keep on keeping 
on." Ask him for vision to see the doors which will be opened 
to you, and ask him for courage and wisdom to seize those 
opportunities. Pray for those riders that you pick up-that 
their hearts will be touched and their lives will be changed 
by the gospel which you teach them. Brethren, don't forget 
to pray. But prayer by itself is not sufficient. 

WORK-You should pray as if everything depended on 
God and work as if everything depended on you. Praying for 
God to bless your bus ministry and switching on the tele
vision will not ~et the job done. Hours of plain hard work are 
required. Doors must be knocked and people must be visited. 
This requires time, effort, energy, and sacrifice. Remember 
Paul's remarks to the Corinthians "He that sows sparingly 
shall also reap sparingly (2 Cor ... 9:6). A bus worker who will 
not expend the necessary effort has no right to expect suc
cess. But work without prayer will not succeed either. 

LOVE-A successful bus worker must be overflowing with 
love. He must Jove lost souls and realize that without the 
saving Gospel they are doomed eternally. He must be con
strained by the love of Christ (2 Cor. 5:14). He must love 
children, more than he loves himself. But most of all he must 
love the lord. That love is manifested by obedience to the 
lord's commands, including the command to go and teach. 
The successful bus program is one staffed by loving workers. 

TALK-lack of communication is a problem that plagues 
many relationships, including bus programs. Bus directors 
should lead by example and also by precept. Inform workers, 
captains, riders, and drivers what is expected of them. Cap
tains, don't assume your crew knows what to do. let the 
riders know what is expected of them. This communication 
also includes telling them that you Jove them and care for 
them. Directors and captains, don't forget to communicate 
appreciation. Praise workers for their efforts. This can be done 
orally or in brief written messages. People tend to work 
harder when they are told that their efforts are noticed and 
appreciated. Taking things and people for granted is a sure 
way to handicap a bus ministry. 

PLAN-lack of organization has "been a stumbling block 
to numerous bus ministries. Bus directors, assume the re
sponsibilities of leadership which are yours. Captains, take 
charge of your bus and make the necessary preparation to 
insure a successful run. Anything left to run itself Jacks direc
tion. Without proper planning and organization, a bus pro
gram will flounder. lukewarmness is all that such a program 
can attain. Failing to plan is planning to fail. 

STAY-The successful bus worker is one who perseveres. 
He confronts the discouragements which he faces from time 
to time with grim determination. Quit is one four letter word 
that has no place in his vocabularly. He reminds himself of 
Paul's admonition to the Galatians to "be not weary in well 
doing for we shall reap if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). He trusts 
God's promise that his word will not return unto him void, 
and like Paul and Apollos, he will plant and water and leave 
the increase to God. Hot or cold, rain or shine, the successful 
bus worker can be counted on to perform his task. He will 
stay with it. 

LOOK-Jesus told his disciples to lift up their eyes. Suc
cessful bus _workers are those who are continually on the 
lookout-for new riders, for opportunities to teach, for ways 
to edify other workers, for opportunities to serve. Too often 
our problem is that we look only at self. When we learn to 
shift our eyes from our own selfish interests to the needs of 
others, then our bus ministries will be on the road to success. 

GIVE-A successful bus ministry is one made up of workers 
who will give. They give their time-literally hours of hard 
work in knocking doors and visiting. They sacrifice their own 
interests for the good of others. They give of their money. But 
like the Macedonians, they give themselves. When bus work
ers totally dedicate themselves to seize opportunities which 
the bus ministry affords, then the program has to succeed. 

Bus workers, if you want to serve in the lord in an effective 
manner through the bus ministry, adopt and apply a vocabu
lary of these four letter words. Pray God's blessings on your 
efforts. Work your heart out. Love until you can't love any
more. Talk to your co-laborers in this effort. Plan and or
ganize your program; don't expect it to run itself. Look for 
opportunities to grow numerically and spiritually. Give your
self totally to the lord and his service. And stay with it. Don't 
allow Satan to let you become discouraged and quit. 

Rt. 2, Box 18, Corsicana, TX 75110 
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SAN ANTONIO TO HOST 
SPANISH CAMPAIGN 

The 25 congregations of the church 
in San Antonio, Texas, and surrounding 
area will host a city-wide Spanish cam
paign March 2-27, according to Joe Lee. 
Speakers chosen for the campaign are 
Max Zamorano, dean of Sunset School 
of Preaching and Dan Coker, professor 
of missions at Abi lene Christian Uni
versity. 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 

The Spanish preaching faculty of the 
Sunset School, together w ith Spanish 
students wi ll participate, along w ith in
vited ministers from northern Mexico, 
and from throughout Texas. 

• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
1-800-982-4807 o r 
(205) 766-6610 

For furth"er information, contact Pat 
Hile, Campaign Coordinator, 115 Cas
ti llo, San Anton io, TX 78210. SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

1 YEAR 

THE SOUTHWEST LECTURES INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

The Southwest church, Austin, Texas, 
announces the second Ann ual Southwest 
Lectures for Apri l 14-17, 1983, and on 
the theme, "The Militant Church." 

for P1·eachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 

Participating in our program w ill be 
Thomas Warren, Andrew Connally, Guy 
N. Woods, Ira Rice, Wendell W inkler, 
johnny Ramsey, Hugo McCord, and 
Wayne jackson. 

8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church gro"', too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX-SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested in 
mortgage church bonds are currently earning 
interest at :1%% to :l§Ofo, 

• No commlulou c:haraea 
• Immediate aud future tax beaeflta 
• You lnveat for youneU aud In 

cburc:b a rowth, t-
• Ideal piau to c:oualder for your 

mlulater'a retirement 
• Trauaferrln& your e xlatJua plaa t o 

Truat Company of Amertc:a, c:outd 
lnc:reaae your retirement l.uc:ome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
$2,000 Invested Per Year• 

After Investment @ 12% 
Syrs. 

10 yrs. 
:zo yrs. 
30yrs. 

$10,000 $ 14,378-SCJ $ 
@ 1§% 

1§,757-7§ 
48,234.88 

2§3,1%9.42 
1,123,491.42 

20,000 40,128.46 
40,000 168,82S. 77 
60,000 S81,S7S.37 

*The proJecdona uaed In the tab l ea above are baaed on current 
ratea, and are aubJec:t to c:banae. 
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Please send Information on the: 

0 Keogh Plan (Self-employed Retirement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Na~ne ------------------------------------~ 
Address 

City --------"' !l;l•tate ------~Zulp -----l 

Phone No. --------=--:::----------::-::-:-:-:---i 
(Day) (NIIht) 

Affiliated Managers, Inc., P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texa11 7CJ10CJ·0648 

1·800·8S8·4006 (In Texas: 1 ·800·692·4174) 

Thla aDDounc:ement Ia not an o Her to a ell nor a aoUcltatlon o f 
an offer to buy theae aecuridea. The offerlnala made by the 
Proapectua. 
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"WHOSOEVER" AND "ALL" 
(Continued from page 4) 

minded man will not receive anything 
from the Lord? (James 1 :7). How are we 
able to believe a statement of Jesus and 
yet permit other passages to place limi
tations on it? Is it not true that we recog
nize the fact that Jesus often spoke in 
absolute terms without meaning that 
his statement be taken as an absolute 
one? 

Other passages could be cited, but 
these will be sufficient to illustrate the 
point. Jesus often spoke in absolutes 
without intending that his statements be 
taken as such. Other passages supply 
the limitations. 

I hope this matter of absolutes holds 
true in our day-to-day conversations. 
My wife has just told me that when our 
boys were home during the holiday 
season they ate everything in sight! 
Oklahoma Christian College 

PAUL AND JAMES ON 
FAITH AND WORKS 

(Continued from page 6) 
Paul declares in his gospel is endorsed 
by James. This harmony can be seen in 
the excellent summary by j. D. Thomas. 

When Paul says that we are not 
saved by works, he means "works of 
human merit." Man can not achieve 
or earn his salvation. It is definitely 
based on our faith (trust or reliance). 
James, in insisting that faith must be 
accompanied by works, is not talking 
about works of merit, but about 
"obedience of faith" and, in the same 
sense that a mother who wouldn't 
nurse her child obviously would have 
no love for it, he says that a faith that 
will not work is dead and will not 
bring salvation. So there is no real 
tension between Paul and James after 
all. They both teach "justification by 
faith," but James merely points out 
that the faith must be of a certain 
kind. He is not saying that the works 
that one must do have legal merit. 

419 W. Wyoming, Cincinnati, OH 45215 

r--~~~~~~-·-------
' PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
r Write or call for free estimate. r 
l BREM'S WOODWORK$, INC. ll 
J JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 
' Waco, TX 76705 817-799-5926 
~....,....,..~~ ........ ~..,.. ....... ~~..,...~~ 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683-1678 

WE HAVE A MAN, WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR A MISSION 

The elders of the Maxwell Avenue 
Church of Christ have undertaken the 
support of Johnny and Gwenna Henson. 
Johnny will finish the Sunset School of 
Preaching in June of '83 and will then 
be placed on the mission field with full 
support from Maxwell Avenue in Ard
more. The elders of Maxwell Avenue 
are now seeking inquiries from con
gregations in the Northern Midwest, and 

Northeast states who might desire an 
additional couple to work with them. 
The desire of the elders is to place this 
family on the field to work with another 
missionary in the same area. If your 
congregation is in the Northern Mid
western or Northeastern states and you 
are interested in this work, please send 
inquiry to: 

The Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ, 
Attention: Elders 
421 Maxwell Avenue 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401-1790 

For Less Than o 1 vea~-$1o.oo 

$1 00 
D 2 Years-$19.00 

. Per Montho 3 vears-$2s.oo 

You can receive the Firm Foundation 
51 weeks in the year. 
Please serid me the Firm Foundation for term checked. 
D Bill me. D Check enclosed. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Bov 

Clty/Stato/Zip 

Signature 

CBURCIDS 01' CHRIST 
NATIONWIDE aad NATIONWIDE 

Christian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may :be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish· us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CAU
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City. CA 95959 
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WHAT IS THE 11 AGE OF 
ACOOUNT ABILITY"? 

(Continued from page 8) 
What are some indi cations that an in

dividual is a f itting candidate for bap
tism? Not just age, for the mental ly re
tarded may not become aware of sin 
problem until many years after hi s age
mates. The gifted child raised in a 
Christian ·home may have the ability to 
make a meaningful committment very 
early. Looking at what is involved in the 
first four steps of the plan of salvation, 
these questi ons appear valid: 

1. Does the child have sufficient atten
tion span to profit from instruction? 

2. Does the chi ld show a favorab le 
attitude (belief) toward Biblical 
things? 

3. Does he enjoy going to church? 
4. Can he identify speci fi c instances of 

sin in his own life? Can he, in con
fidence, name several things that he 
has secretly done that he knows 
were w rong? 

5. Does he show basic understanding 
of God, Jesus, and the ro le the 
Church plays? 

6. Does he have a basic understand
ing of what he wi ll be expected to 
do after he is baptized? 

7. Has he ever l ied about a misdeed 
in order to escape the natural con
sequences of his actions? 

If the child is lacking very much of 
the above, he probably does not under
stand what baptism is about. He may be 
seeking baptism because his friends are 
doing it or he may be intrigued by the 
Lord's supper which members share. He 
should be told that there are some more 
things he shou ld learn before being 
baptized. One of the most crucial of 
these is to know w hen guilt is appropri 
ate and when it isn't. 
Star Rt., Box 234B1, Durant, OK 74701 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LA!lGE SaECTION -FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442-8935 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefit.. 
contact 

The Dfrectol'-8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1 -806-792-5191 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 

Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 
(214) 526-7715 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive trainiillg program - training men 

from the NortheaSit to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For fuvther 
information-eon tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

1983-EDITION 

FOR PREPARING 1982 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many- ministers do, because they 
do not lrnow the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to help you avoi-d this. Easy to use. I t will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax law 
changes passed by Congress. $3.45 

- - - - - - - - Clilp a.nd mall today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for . Ministers and Religious Workers, a t $3.45 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas r esidents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name ------ - -------------------------------------------------

Address --- - ------- --- ---- - ---------- -------------------------
CitY------------------------ State __________________ Zip _______ _ 
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1983 CALLBOOK FOR CHRISTIANS 
IN AMATEUR RADIO 

The 1983 Callbook for Christians in 
Amateur Rad io is now being assembled. 
If you are not in the 1982 Callbook, 
please send me: 

1) Your call, license grade, name, ad
dress, and telephone number. 

2) Tell what frequency you may be found 
on: Day, time, and frequency. 

3) Tell whether you have a phone patch. 
4) Tell if you are a preacher, elder, 

deacon, or etc. 
5) If you want a copy of the 1983 Call 

book, send a large business size en
velope with two 20¢ stamps affixed 
with you r retu rn address. 

6) If you know of others who are not in 
the 1982 Callbook, please contact 
them or send in their information.
Ray Hawk, 1461 East Chester, Jackson, 
TN 38301 . 

F. R. Brumley, Sr., Rt. 1, Box 53-C, 
Stonewall , LA 71078: I have reti red on 
social security, I can live on its benefits. 
I have a nice travel trai ler (camper). I 
would be most happy to hold some 
gospel meetings for congregations who 
are not able to pay the regular expected 
amount. I have held meetings in louisi
ana, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas and 
have done local work in louisiana and 
Texas. Shou ld you desire more informa
tion you may contact ei ther the Southern 
Hills Church of Christ, 9080 Southwood 
Drive, Shreveport, LA 71118, or, Sunset 
Church of Christ, 2307 Meriweather 
Road, Shreveport, LA 71108. 

CHURCH FIGHTS CITY HALL
AND WINS 

The Buena Park, Ca li fornia, News' 
front page headline says, "Church fights 
city-Wins." This headl ine was a result 
of an appeal hearing at wh ich 21 mem
bers of the Buena Park Church of Christ 
appeared before the city council. 

One month earlier, the minister stood 

before the city planning commission in 
protest of a proposed English pub to be 
operated w ithin 100 feet of the church 
facil iti es. The CPC gave the bar the nod 
with a 5-2 vote. The elders of the church 
immediately appealed the decision. At 
the appeal hearing, the mayor and city 
counci overturned the decision unani
mously. 

HOMECOMING DAY! 
Sunday, June 19, 1983 

SUMMERVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
413 Old Trolley Road 

Summerville, South Carolina 29483 
(803) 873-1517 

All former members and friends are invited to come HOM E and spend an ex
citing and spiritually rich day with us. Housing provided. Write or call and we 
will send details. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimnte. 

P. 0 . Box 587, K~ene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed- These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 



BOOKS .!Jn Review 
THE PAPERBOOK MARKET 

COUNSELING PRINCIPLES FOR CHRIS
TIAN LEADERS. James Jones, Quality. 
173p. $5.95. 

A book of general instructions on the 
fine art of counseling by a Christian. We 
have needed that. Beginning with the 
Beatitudes, the author covers the whole 
field in exceptionally easy to understand 
language. Ttlis could be a good text for 
young preachers and for elders who 
know httle of the basic rules of real 
psychological counseling. 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS? James 
Bales. Gospel Teachers. 151 p. $3.95. 

A very objective examination of Ad
ventist claim and refutation of their doc
trine. A large section is given to specific 
questions and concise answers to them. 
A good book to have near at hand. 

LATTER DAY SAINTS. james Bales. Gos
pel Teachers. 152p. $3.95. 

The best digest of Mormon doctrine 
and most complete refutation of it we 
have seen. There are more thorough 
works, but none more to the point. It 
is an encyclopedia of Mormon errors 
and how to meet them. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. William Barklay. 
Westminister Press. 128p. $5.95. 

A renouned scholar deals with tedj
ous problems connected with the Lord's 
Supper and comes out about where we 

have always been. A church that began 
in homes moved to the cathedral an(f a 
supper that began as a fellowship meal 
has become a ritual. Jesus moved to
ward prophetic action in his last weeks 
on earth, and none exemplifies that 
more clearly than the Lord's Supper. 

KNOW THE TRUTH. Bruce Milne. IVP. 
288p. $6.95. 

A serious study of doctrine. Getting 
doctrine right is the key to getting 
everything else right. Affirming God, and 
Christ and the Holy Spirit is essential to 
meaning in the Christian system. This 
book has some excellent material that 
is ve~ usable. You will not agree with 
all of it, but can benefit from reading it. 

When sending a book for review fn these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

All books reviewed here ma:r be l'arehased from 
the Firm Foundation Pablbhln.r Hoaao. Please add 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How'' To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bodford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-2Bl-39U. 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happenecl and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 810 Autba, Tau '1870'1 
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fl.OO for p~tqo and hancDlnB on orders of flO.OO 
or leu: 10% on orclen over $10.00. 

BA VE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in tile 
smaD carton and three of these cartons to 
tho farge carto~ll carefully seeded so 
it will keep Indefinitely. Every congrega
rion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carttm, each, $3.00, 
plus $150 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation PubUshlng 
Bouae 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 787(;1 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 

Salado, Texas 7~571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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c L A s s I F I E D MUSIC FOR THE FAMILY: Free information on acapella 
gospel quartet music. Write to Lancaster Music, P.O. 
Box 15, Paris, TN 38242, or call 901-644-1177. 

AdTerilslng In this section $1.50 per Uno. Deslirnod eepecia117 to accommodate coqre~ratlona 
adnrtialnlr meeting plac:c.l. preac:bera scddn!r work or c:onpecatiou seckine pnachon. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

ATT'N. HILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sundu 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 796-2811. 
Preacher needed: Congregation of 140 needs an ex
perienced, mature, gospel preacher. Send resume of 
training, experience, and references to elders, Church 
of Christ, Hwy 95 North, Taylor, Texas 76574. BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL Sll'UDIES 
Preaching-Personal Evangeliam-Miaaiona 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEBN. TmXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
SU-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.," Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OHA.TJIA.M. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-8810 or 
201-636-2888. 
&L..UKA. - A.NCHORA.GE CB1JROH OF 
OHRIIT. 2'100 De Barr Rd. W111 contact 
relatiTea or friends In Alaska. Pat MCMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorasre, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-6719. 

BA.Y ABBA. BODOC)L OF PR.IDA.OHJNG 
11800 DabUa Road 

PleaaaatoD, CllUfonal'a SNI88 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Jrla7, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd.. Kapaa. Hawaii 
86'146. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensdewot>d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789·4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Grad.-Sch. of Preach
Ing. Wife-primary teacher in public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 75050 (214-642-0856). 

DBNVER. COLORADO 80228 
LA.KE'WOOD ORUROR OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele,: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Ia currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pa,- and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, EXecu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WB REBIND CHERISHED BI8LES-write for free 
luther samples and prices. Bible Binde17, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Tezaa 79504. 

MISSION SUPPORT AVAILABLE: 
Congregations In large northeast population area or a 
congregation that Is seeking to establish a new work 
In same area that Is In need of financial sur,port 
should write: Roger Price, 129 Western, Sag naw, 
Texas 76179. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RRIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
IDVA.N8VILLID1 IND., =*5 JD. Morna A'Ye., 
U.S • .f80 :maat Oppoalte K-Hart. Offtoo 4f'r· 
urt. Bobb'J" Wade. lila. 4'18-4088. 
YUMA., ARIZ,. fJGl W. 28th St. Sund8.7-

10. 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph." 144-1'750 
PREACHER NEEDED: Church of Christ-Safford, Arizona. 
In need of full-time preacher. Interested In a full-time 
preacher. Interested in a man with some self support. If 
Interested write to church at 425 Central Ave., Safford, 
Arizona 85546. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area Is economical, has 
manv exciting activities nearby and Is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 

YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members Is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizational, and leadership 
skills. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 
related activity. Interested parties should request in
formation package and application Instructions from 
West End Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Attention: Bob Ward. 

BREWER. MAJNB-241 Center St., V.F.W. HalL 
Sundu clauoa, 10:16: Worahlp, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 886-&888. :VIalton Welcome. Wrlto about 
ooweomera to the GREATER BANGOR AREA.. 
CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Position OP,en for Assist
ant Administrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mall resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. Limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 9S338 or 
phone 209 723-1811 after 6:00 p.m. 

SURPLUS PRINTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
A.B. Dick Offset Press Model #320, A.B. Dick 52 
Folder, Elliott Addresser #6721, SCM 33 Electrostatic 
Copier. All for $1,000. Call Monday-Friday 817-767-1300. 
23rd and Crace Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas. 
WIESBAOEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~u.f~96\f.rovided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

Retired college teacher, aged 62, 41 years preaching 
experience, would like to work with small, ambitious 
church In 'Texas Hill Country or Austin-San Antonio 
area. Have most of support; adequate housing Is 
chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
Wanted: Mature minister without hobbies. Adequate 
salary and nice home. Church of 100 membership, plus 
many winter visitors, has history of long preacher 
tenures, In beautiful Rio Grande Valley. Apply: Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 482, Mission, Texas 78572. Ph. 
512-585·1568 or 512·585-2197. 
Preacher available anytime after June 1. Graduate of 
Sunset School of Preaching. Fulltime preaching past 9 
years. Age 41, married with 6 children. Contact Joe 0. 
Mitchell, 1024 Somonauk St., Sycamore, IL. 60178. 
Traveling thru Floridal Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of 1-75, exit (441) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904-462-3326. 
Waahlngtoa, D.O. area-JO mlnuto• from 
our nation's capital, Church of Chrl•t. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. .A.le:u.ndrla. Vlr&'IDia 
22301, phone ('103) 838-1083 or 9'11-U4'1, 
Mark N. Hicks. mvana-eU•t. 

CHURCH OF CBRIST~~IN~H~O-=-L-=-L=y=w"""o,....,o=D,....--
600 N. RoBBmore (at Clinton) Loa Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Claasea lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Miniatero: Robert Blair ao4 Dale Llnge 
Tel. (213) 468-6862 

Let us print the next membership dfreeto17 of the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speed)- service, 
reaaonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Aubu~. CA 95603 or 
call (918) 886-57'16. 

I WOULD LIKE FILL-IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH
ING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
g.t~~1t3~~~1~6. 1401 WILSHIRE OR., ODESSA, TX. 

MATURE EXPERIENCED PREACHER available March 1st. 
Rhoderick (R. D.) Ice, 53, BTh equiv., s.reachlng since 
1949 In "mission" work. Bible base , "moderate," 
"equipping ministry," relate well with students, 5th 
yr. present location, excellent credentials and refer
ences. Location unimportant. Might also consider lll 
(607) 277-3969. 1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IS SEEKING QUALI
FIED TEACHERS FOR 1983-84. Position: Instructor or 
Assistant Professor of Physics and Engineering Science. 
Duties and responsibilities: Teach a selection of courses 
from the following list: General Physics, Modern Phys
ics, Electronics, Optics, Electricity and Magnetism, 
Micro Processor Circuits, Engineering, Drafting, Statics 
and Strength of Materials, Dynamics, Astronomy, and 
General Physical Science. Qualifications: Minimum of 
Masters Degree in Physics or Engineering, Engineering 
experience or Applied Research preferred. Contact: Dr. 
Bailey McBride, Academic Dean, Oklahoma Christian 
College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111, telephone 40S/ 
478-1661. OCC is an Equal Opportunity employer. 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE fs SEEKING QUALI
FIED TEACHERS FOR 1983-84. Position: Instructor or 
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood. Duties and re
SP-Onsibilities: Teach undergraduate courses In Early 
Childhood Education, Elementary Education, and In the 
Professional Education Sequence. Qualifications: Mas
ters Degree Is the minimum, the Ooctrate Is pre
ferred. Contact: Dr. Bailey McBride, Academic Dean, 
Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111, 
telephone 405/478-1661. OCC Is an Equal Opportunity 
employer. 

IN::v=m==s==TI=o=-A.-:-:::Tm="!"I-Tb=-a-~FI~rm---,F=-o-u_a__,d_a_tl_o_a 
trlea to •ereea adTertllllllc. uad will aot 
kDowiD&'I'J" take qautloaable adTertlaiDtt. 
Bat tt .. the readel"• reQoza.tbiUt'J" to Ill• 
ye•tlpte. Like all'J" other paper, we •ome
tlmu UJlwlttiDKI'J" r'Dil all llllWOrth'J" ad. 
Aa tile old ••71D&' coea. before 'J"OU .lllve•t. 
la•e•tlcatel 

Austin H. Emery, 2012 Western Av., 
Farmington, NM 87401: We are well into 
our fourth year of ministry with the 
northside congregation here. During 
1982 we were blessed with a baptism for 
each 12 of us. Total responses here were 
86. 

ARE. YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards • Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Credits Transferable • Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

-.:1··· .~~~lpl···~. 
. . ,J I 

,~. ...... ,..._~~-··v'· 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-661 0 

FOR INFORMAnON CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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David Lipe 
Lectureship 

Director 

Cecil May Jr . 
President 

M BC 

David Wade 
Registrar 

11REACHING THE LOST" 
First Annual MAGNOLIA BIBLE COLLEGE Lectureship 

LECTURESHIP SCHEDULE 

SUND~Y. MARCH 6 
5 :0 0-7 :00 Area Wide Singing 

7:0 0 J ohn Pigg: " Reaching t he Lost" 

MONDAY, M ARCH 7 

9:0 0 Stacy Carter: " Reaching Pentecostals" 
10:00 Jesse Tubbs : " Reaching Specific Denominations" 
11 :00 Jo hn Gardner: " Reaching the Lost Through a United Church" 
1 2:00 Lunch 

1:00 Loyd Harris: " Reaching the Black Comm unity" 
2:00 Les Ferg uson : "Reaching the Lost Through Bible School" 
3:00 Sherrill Bennet t: " Reaching the Lost Through Personal Work" 
7:00 Singing 
7 :30 David Chadwell : "Reaching the Lost Like Jesus" 
B: 1 5 Jam es Hadley: "l'he Urgency of Reaching the Lost " 

TUESDAY. M A RCH 8 
9:00 David Lipe: " Reaching Skeptics" 

10:0 0 J . A. Thornton: "Reaching Indifferent Unbelievers" 
1 1 :00 Robart Rawson: " Reaching the Lost Through a Giving Church" 
1 2:00 Lunch 

1 :00 David Wade: " Reaching the Elderly" 
2 :0 0 Sidney W hite: "Reaching the Lost Through Biblical Preaching" 
3 :00 Doug Greenway: " Reaching t he Lost Through Mass Com m." 
7 :0 0 Singing 
7 : 30 Tommy Mahan: "Reaching t he Lost Like John the Baptist" 
8: 1 5 J oe M. lvey: " Reaching Young People" 

W EDNESDAY, MARCH 9 

9: 0 0 Charles Curtis: " Reaching Jehov.ah 's W itnesses" 
10:00 Charles Burch: " Reaching Unfaith ful Church Members" 
11 :00 Phil Hefley : "Reaching the Lost Through a Praying Church" 
12:00 Lunch 

1 :00 Glenn Burgess: " Reaching the Prisoner" 
2:00 Tom Childers: "Reaching Families Through Children" 
3:00 Don Fike: "Reaching the Lost Through Friends" 
7:00 Singing 
7 :30 Fenter Northern: " Reaching the Lost Like Peter" 
8: 1 5 David Lipe: " Reaching the Lost Like the Early Church" 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10 
9:00 

10:00 
11:00 
12:00 

1:00 
2 :00 
3:00 
7 :00 
7 :30 
8: 1 5 

Don Taylor: " Reaching the Mormons" 
Dan Beard in: "Maturing the Reached" 
A. L. Franks: " Reaching the Lost Through Plant ing Churches" 
Lunch 
Law rence Williamson: " Reaching Relatives" 
A lonzo Welch: " Reaching the Lost Through Benevo•ence" 
Don Jackson: "Reaching the Lost Through Gro wing Churches" 
Singing 
Ray Paseur : "Reaching t he Lost Like Paul" 
Cecil May, Jr .: 'God 's Plan for Reachin g t he Lost" 

John Pigg 
Director of 

Development 

AI Franks 
Editor 

Featuring 32 Mississippi Preachers 

LECTURESHIP BOOKS ACCOMMODATIONS 

0 I om inte res ted in e nrolling in MAGNOLI A 
BIBLE COLLEGE. Please se nd me more infor
mation and a catalo g. 

Magnolia Bible College's historic first annual 
lectureship featuring thirty-two Mississippi 
preachers w ill be printed in book form . Copies 
may be purchased at the pre-publication price 
of $8.95 . Full payment must accompany all 
orders . Books bought at the lectureship will be 
available in the college bookstore at $10.95 . 
This bnok will make an excellent gift. 

If you are interested in motel reservations for 
the lectureship, there are two motels available . 
The Campbell Motel on Hwy. 12 E, ph . 
289-41 51, or Parkway Inn (Best Western ) on 
Hwy. 35 Bypass, ph. 289-6252 . Each accom
modation has a restaurant . 

There . will be free housing in the homes of 
Christians on a first-come-first-serve basis . 

Nome _____ _ 

Add ress 

Ci ty ------ -----------
State Z ip ________ _ 

~Magnolia 
~Bible College 

P. 0 . Box 655 
Kosciusko, Miss. 
(601) 289-2896 
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THE AUDIENCE SITS IN RAPT ATIENTION while Russell 
Ingalls. preaches using color s lides of the scriptures. As Ingalls 
verbalizes the passage the 'audience is reading' along with 
him. The audience is actively involved in the teaching/ learn
ing process. See related story on page 9. 

f:untce W; Prince library 
White's Ferry Rd. Church nf Ltttfil 

Austin, Texas, February 15, 1983 
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Crouched Ln the Starting Blocks 

We one time were watching a sporting event. All the 
runners were crouched in . their respective starting 
blocks. The starter began to calf his signals. There was a 
long-long-pause. The starter's gun wouldn't fi re! 

Within seconds the event was in disarray. Athletes 
h~ned t? the sharpest edge of competit ion fe ll apart. 
D1 sappo1ntment was universal. When the race finally 
was reorganized and the starter's gun did sound, the 
race was an an ticlimax. The thrilling moment cou ld not 
be reconstituted. 

How do we get out of the start ing blocks? How does 
the church get off square one? How do we get the 
fire engine we've spent so much t ime pa int ing to the 
fire? For thirty years we seem to have declared a mora
torium on opportunities. A leadership that recognizes 
the universal nature of the church and i ts mission has 
been t rapped in restrictive policies. Our educational fa
cil i ties have prepared a mighty army, but nobody seems 
able to fire the starting gun. 

May we offer a few suggestions. We need, first of all, 
servants w ho lead rather than leaders w ho serve. There 
is a lot to be sa id about servant leadership. Perh aps we 
have emphasized the servant part without thinking much 
of the leadership part. Someone has to get out there and 
lead. The heroic theme of Deborah's song of victory was 
" The leaders led in Israel ... . praise the Lord." We 
can manage the servant rol e if someone w ill assume the 
leadership role. 

W e have been busy t rying to "create" and "organize" 
an eldership when a real eldership can come only from 
grow ing into the likeness of Christ. 

The mantle of leadership does not rest exclusively 
with elders. It can mme f rom anywhere. The elder's 
main task is to see that leadership stays within biblical 
bounds. 

O ur trend toward an authoritarian eldership gives us a 
church run by men instead of a body d irected by its 
head. Paul did not warn the Ephesian elders to be on 
guard over the church, but, rather, for themselves Jest 
they" . ... lead away discip les after them" - that is, lead 
away disc iples of j esus and make them the disciples of 
the elders. An elder's authority must not get in the way 
of his leadership. He must lead in paths of righteous
ness, but he must lead. 

A part of our prob lem is that i t is getting more diffi
cult every year for us to conceive of "doing church 
work" apart from our standard, co rporate approach. The 
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inadequacy of our existing patterns is self demonstrating. 
!f the researchers are right we are simply not getting the 
JOb done. We are trained and poised, but we seem un
able to get out of the starting b locks. Where is the lead
ership that w ill take the bold risks of change in an 
effort to get us going? Wha~ was effective for our an
cestors is not proving effective for our ch ildren. We 
have stifled the wi ll to dare and do. We are afraid to 
venture. We are unw illing to ri sk. Something must ex
plode outside our conventional ways of doing things. 
Somebody must fire the gun. 

Our conventional methods are not the most effective 
ways of getting the job done. O ur high standards of 
living have made the services of a church staff and even 
of missionaries prohibitively high. We are highly en
cumbered with cultural baggage. We have immunized 
ourselves against most of our opportun ities. Someone 
must try some unconventionalism to get us out of the 
starting blocks. 

Pioneering sti ll must go on. New and untried ways 
must be exp lored. Venturesome souls must brave the 
possibili.ty of failure and the wrath of the brethren to 
show us the way. A tent-making ministry might well take 
the place of our paid clergy, and vocational missionaries 
might replace our conventional sending and sponsoring. 
It is much easier to enter the unchurched world and get 
a hearing from the daily walk of li fe than by the friar's 
frock. 

Our con servatism mili tates against us. We are so 
afraid we w ill do something wrong we usually do 
nothing. W here are t he brave souls who wi ll try some
thing different, and adj ust our functions and policies to 
the twenty-fi rst century world? Somewhere there is an 
approach that wi ll capture the imagination of the people 
as Campbell captured it, and as Paul before him did. 

We feel that the practical neglect of doctrine in the 
past two decades has contributed greatly to our stale
mate. It was the distinctiveness of the doctrine of the 
early Restoration preachers that captured the imagina
tion of the people. It was the distinctive doctrine of the 
disciples that moved multitudes to become obedient to 
the faith in the first century. While we have shunned dis
t inctive doctrine in t he past two decades the church has 
languished. W here are the leaders w ho wi ll lead out in 
distinctive, unmatched, unparalleled, and unrivaled 
preaching of doctrine? 

Vo lume 100 
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JERRY JONES 

The numerical growth of the Lord's church in the 1950's 
was outstanding. New congregations were being started in our 
large cities and towns across the country. The beginning of 
these congregations was usually in a rented building in the 
11Wrong" part of town. Two 1 0-day meetings a year were nor
mally held. Air-conditioning was unknown. Without the fans 
donated by the local funeral home, the heat would have 
been unbearable. Religious discussions and debates were 
held all over the country. 

Recognizing the need for some good materials to be used 
in one-on-one Bible study, some of the first personal work 
aids were born. Jule Miller's filmstrips and Tisdale's charts 
were two of the earliest aids used. Because of the personal 
teaching and the support of gospel meetings, meeting houses 
began to swell to overflowing. 

Thus the building boom began among the Lord's church 
in an unbelievable manner. The late 1950's and early 1960's 
saw a surge in building. These facilities were constructed in 
a better part of town and were as nice as those owned by 
religious denominations. Many began to believe that these 
new buildings would attract pe()ple by the scores. However, 
many Christians lost their interest in personal involvement to 
evangelize and left evangelism up to their newly-hired local 
preacher, the beginning of religion by proxy. 

Recognizing that the numbers flowing into the church in 
the 1960's was not the same as in the 1950's, industry would 
have suggested that we needed new and better methods. The 
push to get the message out by means of radio, TV and the 
printed page was begun. Surely the plea of non-denomina
tional Christianity would be received by thousands and a 
great harvest would be reaped. Various versions of these 
efforts were started, but the great harvest was never seen. 

Sensing that the gospel meeting was the most effective 
tool, area churches began to combine their efforts. In the late 
1960's and the early 1970's these efforts were started in 
booming fashion. Not only did large metropolitan areas get 
in on the methods, but also small communities. These ef
forts initially met with great success but began to diminish 
because of the lack of prospects. These meetings finally be
came a gathering of the brotherhood, preaching in a large 
degree to themselves. 

As a sensitive brotherhood sat back and saw a decline, 
they realized there must be a method that would work. Our 
new buildings, use of mass media and multi-staffed churches 

(examples of religion by proxy) were not getting the job done. 
Since a lot of our ideas in the past (buildings, educational 
programs and multi-staffed churches) came from other re
ligious groups, we turned to them for help again. We found 
that some of the large independent religious groups were 
..using buses. This was something we had not tried on a large 
scale. It was believed that this would give us instant growth. 
It gave us instant growth and instant problems. The normal 
routine of churches was disturbed. Many churches were not 
ready for the problems. The bus ministry represented a lot of . 
work, dedication, personal contact and adjustment. When 
congregations could not cope with the problems, the pro
gram was curtailed or eliminated. Personal involvement of 
time and effort was essential to its success, and many were 
not willing to give it. 

At the same time that the bus ministry was in full bloom, 
the soul winning workshops and evangelism seminars began 
to flourish. These efforts were bringing God's people back to 
a conscious awareness that evangelism is to be a part of every 
Christian's life. The speeches and the classes struck hard 
against the concept of religion by proxy, which was the 
beginning of our decline. 

The foregoing material is a general summary of what we 
have done in church growth. Church growth trends will 
begin to go upward when religion by proxy is put to rest, and 
when the truth that every Christian is a soul winner is 
stressed. The one-on-one confrontation is the hardest but 
best way to teach the will of Christ. When we make this 
emphasis, it makes many uncomfortable and even causes 
problems. Evangelism caused problems in the church in Acts. 
Three problems resulted directly from their evangelistic ef
forts: (a). A contribution had to be taken to take care of the 
new converts (Acts 5); (2) Widows were neglected in Acts 6 
because of the stress on preaching; (3) The Acts 15 problem 
was a result of preaching to the wrong people in the eyes 
of the Jews. 

Let us abandon the proxy religion and adopt the one 
another way that the early church had, and that we prac
ticed after World War II. Problems will come, but the harvest 
is worthy. J~sus did not pray for the harvest but for the 
laborers. If we begin to pray like Jesus, we will either become 
what we are praying or we will quit praying it. 

Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

3 [99] 



Our Fragile Fellowship (1) 
B. J . HU MBLE 

The early leaders of the restoration movement in America 
envisioned the unity of all believe rs in the one body of 
Christ. When Barton Stone and o ther Presbyterian ministers 
left their church, they first organized their own Springfield 
Presbytery, but soon disbanded it and explained their reasons 
in The last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery. 
They wrote, "We will, th at th is body die, be dissolved, and 
sink into union w ith the 13ody of Christ at large; for there 
is but one Body, and one Spi rit, even as we are called in on e 
hope of our ca lling." 

Similarl y, Thomas Campbell's Declaration and Address call s 
repea tedly for unity and fellowship among believers. Camp
bell wrote, " The Church of Christ upon earth is essentially, 
intentionally, and consti tutionally one." And whi le Campbell 
saw the church as consisting of many local congregations, he 
wrote that " there ought to be no schisms, no uncharitable d i
visions among them. They ought to receive each other as 
Christ j esus hath also received them , to the glory of God." 

The passion of our early resto ration leaders for unity can 
be sensed in Campbell's cry that " division among Christians 
is a horrid evil, fraught w ith many evils." But with these early 
leaders, unity was more than a dream. The dream became 
realit y in 1832 when leaders of the two movements met at 
the Hill St. church in l exington, KY. and gave one another 
the righ t of fellowship. 

But unfortunately, during the 150 years that have elapsed 
since that unity meeting in 1832, our fellowship in the resto
ra tion movement has been so very fragile. It has been a reed 
shaken by the wind and broken. In contrast, fellowship in the 
New Testament is something that is strong and deep and 
enduring. 

New Testament Teaching 

Why has fe llowship been so fragile among us? Any attempt 
to answer that question must begin with the W ord and a re
study of what the New Testament teaches about fellowship. 

Our familiar English word " fellowship" is from a group of 
New Testament words that are built on the Greek root koinon 
mean ing "common." The Greek testament uses the noun 
koinonos ten times, and it refers to the person who has 
something in common with others. It may be defined as 
"someone who shares, a partn er." The verb koinoneo occurs 
eight times and means " to have a share in something." And 
the beautifu l noun with which most of us are familiar, 
koinonia, is used twenty times and is defined as "sharing, 
having someth ing in common, fellowship." It should be ob-
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vious that these three words all reflect the roo t meaning 
"common" and that the hea rt of Christian fellowship is what 
we have in common because we are God's children. 

A Theological Word Book of the Bible, edited by Alan 
Richardson, has an article " Fellowship" by C. E. B. Cranfield 
in which he says, " Th e koinon words and synonyms are 
sometimes used in a merely general o r secular sense (e.g. 
luke 5:7, 10), but in the great majo rity of instances they have 
a definitely theological meaning and refer to specifically 
Ch ristian fe llowship, the foundation of which is the sharing 
together by Christians in Christ and his benefits" (p. 81). 
Cranfield also points out that w hile the koinon w ords are 
found throughout the New Testament, th ey are most fre
quent in the letters o f Paul. 

An article by Friedrich Hauck in Kittel 's Theological Dic
t ionary of the New Testament also stresses the root meaning 
of the "fellowship" words, " The koinon group is most com
mon iri Paul, for whom it has a directly religious content. 
Pau l uses koinonia for the religious fellowship (participation) 
of the believer in Christ and Christian blessings, and fo r the 
mutual fellowship of believers" (Vol. Ill , p. 804). 

The Arnd t and Gingrich lexicon gives four meanings for 
koinonia. They are: 1) associat ion, communion, fo r fellow
ship; 2) generosity, fellow-feeling, altruism; 3) abstractly, as a 
sign of fellowship, a proof of brotherly unity, a gift or con
tribution; and 4) a participation, or sharing in something 
(pp. 439, 440). 

Fellowship in the Family 

There is one conclusion which we must make clear from 
these definitions of the koinon-words in the New Testa
ment. The root meaning of fellowship is to share or have 
something in common. But as used in the New Testament, 
fellowship refers to what Christi ans have in common because 
they are children of God and fellow-members of Christ's 
body. john put it this way: "Thal w hich we have seen and 
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellow
ship w ith us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son jesus Christ" (1 john 1 :3). 

If one claims to have fellowship with the Father but walks 
in darkness, his claim to fellowship is a lie. On the other 
hand, " if we walk in the light as he is in the li ght, we have 
fellowship wi th one another, and th e blood of j esus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin " (v. 7). This makes it clear that fel
lowship is limited to those who are fo llowing the light and 
who are cleansed from their sins. 

Christian fellowship-what we share wi th one another-is 
rooted in our fe llowship with th e Father and the Son. The 
children in God's family have so much in common. They are 
sons and daughters of the same Father, and they share a 
common salvation (Jude 3). They are disciples of a common 
Lord . They have all been washed in his blood and are all 
fellow members of h is spiritual body. 

New Testament fellowship, then, is limited to the family of 
God. Children of God share this unique koinonia, but others 
do not. The children of God may have much in common with 
those who are not God's children and may share w ith them in 
many ways; but th ey do not share New Testament konionia 
with them. 

The second article in this series will continue ou r word 
study of koinonia and wi ll outline three ways that the 
koinon-words are used in the New Testament. 

Abilene Christian University 
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French Polynesia Calls 
JERRY L. DAVIDSON 

We had been in Tahiti of French Polynesia for nearly a 
week when Julien Wan, one of our French World Bible 
School students, came to our hotel for our first personal con
tact with him. He then drove us over to the home of his 
friend, Maurice Pang Fou, where we had an interesting Bible 
discussion for an entire evening. These men, both of Chinese 
extraction, belong to a religious group known as the 11Eglise 
Alleluia" (Halleluiah Church) which appeared to have origi
nated in Tahiti. We soon learned that they teach baptism 
(immersion) as being necessary for salvation and that they 
meet with about 35 others in members' homes for a weekly 
observance of the lord's Supper. 

Although they tried to be associated with the Assembly of 
God denomination of France, that didn't seem to work out. 
They have 11Pentecostal" tendencies, such as believing that 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit is for Christians today. How
ever; as we studied this question, among others, in the light 
of the Scriptures, they seemed quite willing to Jearn with an 
open mind. During the course of our conversation with them, 
they said several times that 11We need someone to come and 
help us learn more about the Bible." This may very well be 
a case of where sincere believers simply need to be taught 
uthe way of the lord more perfectly." It was a most encourag
ing evening and a fitting way to end our week's work in 
Tahiti. 

Where is Tahiti? It is located about halfway between Cali
fornia and Australia in the South Pacific. It is the most im
portant of some 130 islands of French Polynesia. This terri
tory's population is about 140,000 of whom 98,000 live on 
Tahiti and 27,000 in the capital city of Papeete. The Poly
nesians of the Maori race represent 77% of the population, 
Asians 9% and Europeans 14%. 

Most Tahitians lay claim to some form of Christianity. 
About 55% of the population is Protestant, 37% Catholic, 
6% Mormon and 2% Adventist. Protestantism was intro
duced to the Tahitian people following the arrival of Captain 
James Cook in 1769. The churches have remained much the 
same as they were during that era. The church buildings are 
simple in design and are kept painted and clean by the mem
bers. Musical instruments are not used during worship ser 
vice. Most of the ministers go to the Fiji Islands or to 
Switzerland for training. 

Gordon Johnson, of los Angeles, and I made the trip to 
Tahiti to contact and teach students enrolled in Ecole 
Mondiale de Ia Bible (World Bible School-French). It was 
also our aim to explore possibilities for getting a church 
started in French Polynesia and to gather helpful information 
for a missionary family which will eventually move there. 

During the week, we were able to contact many of our 

students and enroll several more in the Bible course. A stu
dent by the name of Auguste lenfa met us at our hotel for 
an evening of Bible discussion. A lay minister of one of the 
local Protestant churches, Mr. lenfa, was preparing to preach 
the following Sunday. In discussing such subjects as infant 
baptism, worship and nature of the New Testament church 
and as we pointed to the Scripture for understanding and 
instruction, Mr. lenfa would exclaim, 11You see, there are just 
a lot of things that we don't know. We need someone to 
help us." 

Another highlight of our stay at Papeete was visiting in the 
home of Gaspar and Jeanette Teriihopuare for an evening of 
study. Using 11le Plan de Dieu Pour Sauver I'Homme" (God's 
Plan For Saving Man) as a study guide, they both participated 
well in the study and seemed to be in agreement with what 
was taught. However, Gaspar said that he wanted to study the 
passages again in the Tahitian language. His knowledge of 
French was somewhat limited, making it difficult to com
pletely express himself. He is a member of the Sanito church, 
which is a break-away sect of the Mormons, and jeanette is 
Catholic. They are searching, hoping to find a faith that they 
can hold in common. 

A morning trip to the office of 11 les Nouvelles," one of 
Tahiti's daily newspapers, enabled us to place more ads for 
the Bible course in French. An ad will appear each week for 
the next ten weeks. Enrollment cards, along with tracts, were 
distributed. New Testaments and books on various Bible sub
jects were left with our students and other interested people. 

The 11door" for. evangelism is opening in Tahiti due to the 
initial efforts made by the World Bible School in French. 
Some 20 other French-speaking countries have now been 
entered by this evangelistic outreach which is sponsored by 
the Crieve Hall church in Nashville. Over a hundred French
speaking teachers in America and Europe are involved in this 
work. 

Gary Moore and his wife, members of the Van Nuys con
gregation in los Angeles, made a trip to Tahiti in December of 
1981. He recently made the following statement: 11From a 
very small beginning a year ago, the plan to take the Gospel 
to Tahiti has taken root and grown like the proverbia\ mus
tard seed. There is still much to be done before a congrega
tion is meeting in the beautiful islands." 

The question now is, who will move to Tahiti for an ex
tended period of time to work with those already contacted 
and see that the church is established there? Which congre
gation will sponsor this work? For additional information, 
please write me or write Gary Moore, Box 5019, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91365. 
Box IBC, Florence, Al35630 
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Learning From Jesus-

The Grace-Faith Principle 

Most of us can look back iB our lives 
and see that on some points our under
standing was not what it should have 
been. 

It is the purpose of this paper to dem
onstrate that by looking to Jesus, we can 
strengthen our understanding. In so 
doing, we can enrich our own lives, and 
the I ives of others. 

Demonstration of His Deity 
Jesus did many things which man 

could see, which revealed his power to 
do that which man could not see. Jesus 
demonstrated this godly power in many 
ways: the healing of the sick, the cast
ing out of the demons, the calming of 
the seas, his control over time and dis
tance-incidents all too well-known to 
document at this point. 

Take a dose look now at the incident 
in Matthew 9:1-8. Jesus healed a lame 
man and pronounced his sins forgiven. 
When observers were amazed at his 
words, he said: "But so that you may 
know that the Son of man has power on 
earth to forgive sins. . .. " This is one 
of the most pointed statements made by 
Jesus, relating his works which could be 
seen, with his power to forgive sins, 
which could not be seen. Moreover, it is 
clear that Jesus was able and willing to 
do for man, that which man was not 
able to do for himself. 

The Grace/Faith Principle 
As in many other matters, we can look 

to Jesus and learn. Did Jesus teach any
thing concerning the grace/faith prin
ciple? Let's examine some scriptures. 

· See Luke 7:1-9, for the healmg of the 
centurion's servant. In this incident, 
Jesus spanned both time and distance to 
accomplish that which man had not 
been able to do. jesus commented on 
the centur.ion's faith: "I tell you I have 
not found such great faith, even in 
Israel." What did faith accomplish? How 
did faith accomplish it? Look at another 
illustration before answering. 

Examine Mark 10:46-52, for the heal
ing of blind Bartimaeus. When he heard 
that it was jesus, he began to shout. 
"Jesus, Son of· David, have mercy on 
me!" Jesus said to him: "What do you 
want me to do for you?" "Rabbi, I want 
to see." jesus: "Go; your faith has 
healed you." Again, what elements of 
the grace/faith principle were at work? 
Look at one more incident. 
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In Mark 5:24-34, there is the healing 
of the woman with a blood disease. In 
spite of best efforts for twelve years, 
she had grown progressiyely worse. 
Upon learning of the power of Jesus to 
heal, she took her problem to him. No
tice the statements of Jesus: "Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. Go in peace, 
and be freed from your suffering." Jesus 
attributes her healing to her faith. There 
was something which Jesus did for her 
which mankind had not been able to 
do. 

Now reflect upon all three incidents 
carefully to recognize the elements of the 
grace/faith principle which were 
present. To do this, get a clear view of 
what God did which man was not able 
to do for himself; and get a view of 
what man did in response to God. See 
God's grace, his unmerited favor; and 
man's faith. 

All three incidents have several things 
in common. In each incident, the person 
who needed something, understood that 
there was a need which he, alone, could 
not satisfy. Having heard (learned) about 
the ability of jesus to satisfy that need, 
the person sought out the One who 
could help. Notice the element of be
lief-that certain information was, in
deed, true; and the hope-strong desire 
for a change in the circumstances; and 
the trust-the ability and willingness of 
the One to effect the change wtlich was 
so desperately desired; the dependence 
-reliance upon the One to act. In each 
instance, the . person acted to do what 
was appropriate in the. ci-rcumstances: 
that is, having heard, he came to the 
One who could bring about the change. 
In these illustrations we have seen what 
God freely gave: healing, grace, and 
what man did: the response of active 
faith. 

Elements of Faith 
Now examine several scriptures to fur

ther identify the elements of faith. Exam
ine Hebrews 11:1, which unites the ele
ment of hope (strong desire) with that 
of belief (certainty of the things not 
seen). This combination leads to confi
dent expectation. Verse 6 explains faith 
in terms of believing that God exists and 
that he rewards them who earnestly seek 
him. It would appear that hope, coupled 
with belief, provides the motivational 
thrust fo raction. 

Summarizing the elements of faith, we 
have the following: 

-recognition of a need for God's help 
-Belief-that certain information 

about God is, in fact, true 
-Hope--strong desire for change 

(wnich mankind, alone, cannot ef
fect) 

-Trust-that God is both able and 
willing to act on man's behalf 

-Dependence-reliance upon God 
to act on behalf of man (confident 
expectation) 

-Action-doing what is appropriate 
to the situation. 

Application to Salvation 
Are not these factors pertinent to the 
grace/faith principle as it applies to sal
vation. Reflect upon passages from Ga
latians and Romans. Please read in detail 
Galatians 3:22-24, 26-29; and Romans, 
chapters 3-6. Watch for the thread of 
continuity among the key words and 
thoughts. · 

See that the situation of mankind was 
hopeless. He was helpless to save him
self. God provided the means of salva
tion through the sacrificial death of his 
son. This salvation is freely available to 
all who believe in the Son and trust in 
the God of Abraham, who gives life to 
the dead. Through this background of 
what God has prepared, the penitent be
liever is baptized into Christ and 
emerges into a new life. 

Peter comments that baptism which 
saves you is the appeal to God of a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:21). 

Application 
Several observations are in order. The 

grace/faith principle of salvation: 
-really is good news! 
-focuses attention upon the cen-

trality of Christ in the redemption 
of mankind, placing emphasis 
where it belongs. 

-frees man's spirit so that he is sub
missive with understanding. 

-helps one to interpret Christianity as 
a viable, vibrant life. 

-strikes at the heart of God's plan 
of salvation. 

-helps an individual to understand 
and appreciate botli God's role and 
man's role in salvation. 

-helps man to understand both the 
reason and the extent of his need 
for God, which in turn, affects his 
attitude toward other individuals. 

451 E. 2nd St., Henderson, TN 38340 
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Insights Into Loneliness (2) MICHAEL HALL 

YOU know what loneliness is, don't 
you? We all do. Loneliness plagues all 
humans to some degree; for some, it 
comes to utter torment. ;The fact is, 
everybody has to learn to cope with it, 
to come to terms with it. So loneliness 
isn't your unique rroblem, nor is it even 
a problem specia to our age. 

Thousands of years ago, David cried 
out to his God, "Turn to me and have 
mercy on me; for I am desolate and af
flicted." Desolate was his way of ex
pressing a sense of isolation, aloneness, 
separation from significant others, and 
abandonment. Another Psalmist wrote, 
111 looked on my right hand, and beheld, 
but there was no man that would know 
me: refuge failed me; no man cared for 
my soul." 

Such verses help us to understand the 
feeling level of loneliness; its despera
tion and pain. Loneliness doesn't mean 
just being alone, it refers rather to "a 
suffering self-awareness of separation of 
being unwanted and unneeded." 'or. 
Jerry Greenwald goes further, "it is a 
self-induced toxic state of psychic with
draw and psychic isolation." Loneliness 
then points to an intense feeling of 
being not meaningfully related to others, 
a~d, ~his, says specialist Robert Weiss, 
pmpomts the fact that loneliness entails 
"a relationship deficit." 

Does the Christian message of good 
news speak of this problematic emotion 
and isolation? Of course it does! 
Christ's good news especially speaks to 
the problems of alienation, being un
reconciled with others, being out of 
community, feeling alone, without sup
port, and rejected. 

The Problem 
Most of us are downright afraid of 

being really alone. It doesn't take a psy
chologist to realize that we are gregari
ous beings with built-in needs for com
panionship and community. All of us 
sense this ineffable phenomenon of not 
being whole by ourselves; we just have 
to reach out to· others via marriage, 
friendships, associations, clubs, church
es, work, etc. 

And without a sense of genuine con
nectedness to others, the devastating 
sense of being empty, estranged, un
loved, and rejected almost inevitably 
haunts us and drives us uncontrollably 
to do something about it. We bolt lone
liness from entering our lives by a de
fensive array of protective devices: 
things, friends, sex, marriage, kids, work, 
recreation. Anything, regardless of how 
superficial, just to keep us from the 
awful realization-we are alone in thi~ 
world. 

Look around you and see what crazy 
things folks will do to avoid loneliness. 
They'll spend beyond their means, 
they'll do things which violate their con
science, they'll even hurt others if need 
be-anything, to hide from the pain of 
loneliness. 

To feel intense loneliness, one feels 
that one's life is a major catastrophe of 

rejection and estrangement moving to
ward a holocaust! But do such people 
let others know they're lonely? Not if 
they can help it. Masks go on, unreal 
roles are played out, deception in 
human interactaon occurs-until we can 
jump into a marriage, convince others 
to seek our company, or until we de
ceive ourselves about our innate sepa
rateness. 

Is loneliness a problem in this day of 
enlightment, science, advance technolo
gy, and prosperity? Paul Tournier, a 
Christian psychiatrist, says "It is the most 
devastating malady of our age." Eric 
Fromm says, 11 it is the greatest repres
sion of our society." The 1975 Canadian 
Catholic Conference wrote, "From coast 
to coast, by young people as well as 
old, rich as well as poor, loneliness is 
identified as a major personal and so
cial problem. 

A dozen or more times every year, be
fore youth groups and seminars, I ask 
people to list the ten major life
problems with which they are presently 
struggling. Inevitably, loneliness makes 
the top five of almost everybody, re
gardless of the age, social standing, 
wealth, background, or religion. 

To feel lonely is to feel like a mere 
number, a robot, a cog in a vast techno
cratic age that shoves you about, de
humanizing you, and shouting in non
verbal ways that 'you don't really count.' 
Loneliness today is the third greatest 
killer of students who end their lives 
by suicide (Psychology Today). Why do 
they "end it all"? Because the boredom, 
alienation, estrangement, and uncon
nectedness of life convinced them they 
really don't count. 

Pathetically, sometimes churches only 
add to the problem instead of min
istering good news. For some folks, 
going to church is one of the loneliest 
experiences of life. They go as if going 
to a theatre. They attend, sit with others 
in a massive audience, but have no inter
action with the other worshipers. So 
they leave at the dismissal deeply sens
ing no real community. Such, of course, 
is a grave distortion of what the Chris
tian church ought to be. 

What Causes Loneliness To 
Become So Destructive'l 

If we can pinpoint some of its causes, 
surely we'll have some insights in more 
effectively dealing with it. 

Much of our loneliness stems from our 
fear of being real, that is, being our
selves before others. When afflicted with 
low self-esteem, this intensifies even 
further, because we become morbidly 
afraid that we'll be rejected. The result? 
We opt to play life safe. So on with the 
masks, the unreal roles, and the per
sonality fronts-the "defense mecha
nisms." Consequently, much of our teen
age and adult lives are nothing more 
than unreal people playing unreal roles 
with other unreal people. Is it any won
der then that we feel no depth in our 
relationships? 

Transactional analysis can be a mar
velous language and conceptual tool for 
analyzing the games we play with our
selves and others, how we are coming 
across and why we play such games. It 
usually stems from some form of Not
OKness. 

Now it's not easy opening oneself up 
to others, risking the stance of being 
vulnerable before someone who might 
reject you. Who likes to be rejected? 
I'm not suggesting it's easy. I'm saying 
it's necessary for making real contact 
with others. There are other ways to 
"lose your self {soul)" than by not enter
ing into eternal life. Sometimes people 
lose their self by not being truthful with 
who they are, who God created them 
to be, with the wonder-filled possibili
ties of who they can be. 

Consequently, much of our loneliness 
also stems from poor relationship skills. 
Behaving as an introvert, an egotist, a 
bore, a chauvinist, a reprimander, a no
body, etc., are sure-fire ways to turn 
others off to you and win to yourself 
shallow relationships. Relationship skills, 
the art of being a friend, and agape 
skills are traits and behaviors that have 
to be cultivated. Here the golden rule 
can provide rich insights into the kind 
of person we should strive to become. 
Now don't rationalize your responsibility 
away by excusing yourself that you can't 
change. That's nonsense. The good-news 
is that you can change-your-mind (re
pent) and consequently, be "converted" 
and transformed into a new kind of per
son! So you're not locked in-in some 
kind of fatalistic world. Break loose from 
the bandages that keep you from ex
periencing transformation and join the 
11 new humanity" of God's caring people! 

Yet, some loneliness is accidental and 
comes built-in. Forced separations which 
servicemen and others face, the death 
of those relationships which are deep 
and meaningful, and being abandoned 
in a new place, new job, during a holi
day, etc. are all. loneliness-l?roducing 
situations. That kmd of loneliness can 
sometimes be anticipated and prepared 
for but sometimes it must be faced and 
endured. At such times, a growing, 
interested, loving, thinking, and com
mitted personality mitigates the power 
and pain of the separation, loss, and 
aloneness. 

If one poisons himself with some un
realistic belief like "It is not right or fair 
that I should ever be alone or lose some
one or something precious to me" then 
the loneliness only intensifies. Develop
ing the capaci~X for solitu~e, .. and a 
fresh, lively spant of app~ecaataon can 
conquer such bitter producmg thoughts. 

Watch how you make or intensify your 
own loneliness. We do, you know! As 
you become more acquainted with your
self your own games, defense mecha
nis~s, fears, and weaknesses, you'll be 
able to catch yourself before you set 
yourself up for a lonely weekend or 
evening. . 

Dwight H. Small has written, "loneli-
ness is more than just one of the o~c~
pational hazards of being human, at as 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Faithful in Chr.ist 
The fervent apostle Paul said of some, 

" ... for God is not unrighteous to for
get your work and the love which ye 
showed toward his name, in that ye 
ministered unto the saints, and still do 
minister" '(Heb. 6:1 0). Much has been 
said of the faithful few and the silent 
toiling members of the church. But just 
who are they? Because of them the work 
goes on that is hardly noticed. Nothing 
is said to motivate visitation in many 
instances, yet that unobserved faithful 
few still visit and ask no "by-line" for 
their call. Nothing is said about the con
tribution rising or falling, and yet these 
continue to give regularly and con
sistently. The unnoticed always manage 
to find their way to the house of the 
lord and in every kind of weather. They 
are faithful "in season, out of season." 
They do not seek out excuses for the 
simple ungarnished reasons that they 
love the lord with a pure heart fer
vently. 

True Scouts--They Are Trustworthy 
They may be relied upon to unloCk 

the building, turn on the lights, and ad
just the airconditioning for summer or 
light the fires in the winter for others yet 
to arrive. When somebody is in the hos
pital or forgotten in the nursing homes, 
they may be trusted to come to their 
bedside, to visit and read the Scriptures 

Icing on the Cake 
There is an attitude toward the as

sembly of the church for worship being 
expressed by some Christians that needs 
to be looked into. We hear many today 
talk about how "friendly" a congrega
tion is. This seems to have become 
among some the criterion for judging 
whether a church is strong, or the main 
reason for attending a congregation or 
becoming a member of that congre
gation. 

Certainly, we all know Christians and 
congregations should be friendly to all. 
Anyone attending our worship assem
blies should be welcome and should 
be made to feel at home. I feel the con
gregation I now work with is a very 
friendly congregation. But the problem 
is that many make this the prime con
sideration, and even stop attending if 
they don't find the "friendliness" they 
expect. Some of these people, it will be 
noted in every church, are those who 
sit in the back rows of the building, and 
dart out the door immediately on the 
last "amen." 

Strangely, too, one will hear the same 
congregation called both "friendly" or 
"unfriendly" by different persons. Per
haps indicating that the friendliness of 
a congregation can depend upon the 
one coming in as much as on the con
gregation itself. 

But all this brings up the question of 
what the purpose of assembling to
gether really is. We find in Acts chap
ter 2 that the first Christians began 
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to them, closing with a prayer for God's 
benevolent harid. When a home is 
needed for fellowships, they are ready 
to open their doors. When there is a 
bapt1sm, they gather up the wet gar
ments to take home and laundry. After 
lord's Supper on Sunday evenings, these 
faithful children of Jehovah often totally 
unknown take the utensils home and 
prepare them for the following lord's 
day. 

That Ready Consent 
When there is need to sit up with 

one who is critically ill, that silent, yet 
voiceful, God-fearing group readily con
sent with joy for there is service to be 
rendered. When somebody is missing 
from services, these grand people in 
Christ endeavor to find the reason and 
help correct whatever may be amiss. 
When somebody's heart is broken, you 
may depend upon these who seek not 
men's glory, to give them a listening ear 
and to speak words of comfort to their 
famishing souls. There are those loved 
ones who have lost a near kindred, and 
the unselfish, un-self-seeking, place 
their arms as if hovering about them in 
true tender compassion and . offer a 
word of concerted soul-searching 
prayer. 

Often you will not find them in the 
pulpits, though this is not to disdain the 

WALTER SWAIN 

meeting regularly immediately after the 
church began. The purpose of these as
semblies was expressed in Acts 2:42-47. 
later, in Acts 20:7, we find the apostle 
Paul waiting seven days to assemble with 
the church at Troas, on the "first day 
of the week." Here the purpose for 
coming together was, "to break bread," 
obviously a reference to eating the 
lord's Supper. 

In 1 Corinthians 11:20, Paul told the 
church at Corinth, "When therefore ye 
assemble yourselves together, it is not 
possible to eat the lord's Supper." He 
then gives them instructiOI'JS on how to 
observe this memorial feast properly in 
a spiritual manner in the assembly. 

The writer of Hebrews declares, "let 
us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing-but let us 
encourage one another, and all the 
more as you see the day approaching." 

These passages indicate that it is a 
Christian duty and privilege to assemble 
together the first day of each week as a 
congregation to worship and praise God 

·in the way he has instructed us in his 
word. In doing so our first obligation is 
to God, through his word. The basis of 
where we assemble, and who we meet 
with, is the scripturalness of the wor
ship, and the willingness of those meet
ing together to make the New Testament 
scriptures their only rule of faith and 
practice. 

How friendly a congregation is, how 
(Continued on page 11) 

local servant. You often will not find 
their names on letterheads. Many in the 
larger congregations do not even know 
them and even less of what they do. 
Some could not care less; a sad com
mentary. They-these quiet humble 
Go~-loving souls-are the beloved i~ 
Chnst, and he would mention them 
arryong the seven churches of Asia 
Mmor, I have little doubt; living for 
J~sus has ~een the vocation of their 
lives, and everything else a sideline in
clu~ing making a living. Heaven shall be 
!~e1r eternal home (Matt. 25:31-46), 

{they) are rich" (Rev. 2:9); and will see 
h1s face (Rev. 22:4), and walk and talk 
forever with Jesus whom they so faith
fully served. I know whereof I speak, 
for 34 years ago as a teen, I preached 
m such a church. 

---o---
Personal Commitment 

DALTON KEY 

During the days of our infamous Civil 
War, a humorist named Artemus Ward 
boas!ed, "I have already given two 
cou~1!ls to the. war, and I stand ready to 
sacnf1ce my Wife's brother." Needless to 
say, Ward's name is not remembered 
alongside the names of Grant and lee 
as a major figure in that conflict. 

Jestingly, Ward admitted the same lack 
of commitment which characterizes so 
many of us in the church. We are willing 
!O go anywhere, do anything, give all
JUSt so long as no effort, no expense no 
sacrifice is required. We talk much 'and 
do little, which brings us shamefully 
close to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 
who said and did not. 

The world is dying without Christ yet 
we stand ready to sacrifice our brothers
in-law, our cousins, the elders, the 
preachers-anyone but ourselves-to 
the. cause of evangelism. The philosophy 
~h1ch. says, "let George do it," suits us 
JUSt fme, so long as our name is not 
George. We rationalize, we make ex
cuse, procrastinate-and all too often 
that's all we do. Knowing what is right' 
and doing what is right are two dif~ 
ferent things. 

Try as we might, we can't serve the 
lord by proxy. We can't excuse our 
lethargy by hiring men to do the Chris
tian works for us that we ought to be 
doing ourselves. To save the souls of 
men, God saw the need to become per
~onally ~nvolv.ed with them through the 
mcarnat1on, hfe, and death of his Son. 
If we. through Christ, hope to help save 
the souls of men, we too must involve 
ourselves personally. 
. Your next-door neighbor may not 

hsten to a preacher, but he just might 
listen to you. You can't teach? I think 
you can. But even if you can't, you can 
at least invite your neighbor, your friend, 
y~ur classmate, your loved one to come 
w1th you to worship services where 
teaching takes place. 

The question is not, 11Can you?" but 
11Will you?" You see, it all depends upon 
the level of your commitment. 
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The Eyes Are a Better Pupil JULE MILLER 

A long sermon ... a profusion of lights causing human 
eyes to narrow ... and a young man sitting in a window 
~rew drowsy. This combination posed potential tragedy in the 
life of Paul. There may be significance in the fact that after 
the young man Eutychus fell and was restored by Paul, Paul 
preached from midnight to daybreak apparently without any
one else getting drowsy! 

With light colored spotlighted walls behind our pulpits 
inducing drowsiness and numerous other incentives for a 
listener to "tune out" during a sermon, gospel preachers 
today also need some way to keep audiences challenged ... 
and awake. A cataclysmic event like someone falling out of 
an upper-story window will jolt an audience alive, but this 
doesn't happen very often, and we dare not stage it! 

l~stead of maintaining bright spotlighted pulpit areas 
wh1ch cause the audience to squint their eyes, we would do 
better to appeal to their eyes ... their visual receptors since 
II h I ... t e eyes are a, better pupil." One of the most effective 
ways to accomplish this is by using projected visual aids ... 
slides, filmstrips, overhead projector material and the like. 

Preaching With Projected Visual Aids 

~everal .hundred. preachers in the lord's church are already 
usmg projected v1suals to keep their hearers alert and in
volved. Having experienced how projected visuals can rivet 
the attention of the audience to the lesson of the hour, these 
brethren have become firm believers and advocates of this 
way of accentuating sermons. 

. These preachers are using professional color slides pub
lt~hed b~ brothe~hood producers, as well as slides they make 
w1th the1r own smgle lens reflex 35mm slide cameras. 

Some sermons are built around a core of visuals; others are 
planned so that visuals can be used at pre-selected times to 
tell a story, or to illuminate, illustrate or embellish certain 
points in the sermon. 

Audiences are reacting favorably to the freshness and 
heightened interest the projected visuals are bringing to the 
sermons. 

The Eyes Are a Better Pupil 
The ear and the eye are the two main receptors through 

which we human beings receive information. Using both of 
these receptors multiplies the impact experienced through the 
use of only one of them. Especially is this true when using 
color slides. 

Projected color slides have added impact. There is the im
pact of full color photography with a full range of shades 
and hues saturated color available in today's film stocks. 

Additional impact is gained through the size of the pro
jected image, which is a distinct advantage of slides over 
prepared charts, or even the smaller filmstrip format. 

When the scriptures loom over an audience on a 10 or 12-
foot screen, who feels like arguing with them? 

"I had read Acts 2:38 in my Bible many times, but when I 
saw it on the screen 8 feet wide, I felt useless to resist its 
truth any longer. That is when I obeyed the gospel," says a 
prominent physician surgeon in the Houston area. 

In addition to more impact, projected visuals help teach 
more material per time unit than is possible without them. 
learning theory experiments have shown also that retention 
is longer and stronger when projected visuals are used for 
teaching. 

Projected Visuals Are Handy 
Color slides are handy to obtain. Color slide sets are now 

available containing the New Testament text by verses in 
the KJV, RSV and American Standard versions. Other slide 
sets available commercially cover the Old Testament and por
tions of the life of Christ in full color art slides. A complete 
set of photographic slides in full color covering the entire 
Book of Acts is available. A set of 1600 color slides containing 
540 hymns also is currently published. 

Color slides are handy to select. Commercially produced 
slides are usually indexed. With color slides carefully filed 
away and indexed the preacher has at his fingertips a wide 
variety of full color illustrative material. He can pick and 
choose any combination of slides which best suit his lesson .. 

Color slides are handy to store. The commercial sets usually 
come in their own storage box. For "do-it-yourself' slides, 
storage cases of various sizes are available at most photo
grapfiic centers at a reasonable cost. 

Color slides are handy to make. When slides are produced 
commercially and sold in sets the cost per unit is usually only 
a fraction of the cost involved for "do-it-yourself" slides. This 
is due to the good old American custom of bringing costs 
down through assembly line techniques and mass marketing. 
But sometimes the particular slide a preacher needs is not 
available commercially. Perhaps his sermon calls for a slide of 
current events ... like headlines from a newspaper or a 
magazine photograph. Or perhaps the congregation wants 
current announcements flashed on the screen. This is when 
"do-it-yourself" becomes extremely valuable. All the preacher 
needs to shoot his own slides is a single-lens reflex camera. If 
he wishes to have only a small amount of material .on the 
slide, close-up lenses are available at only a small cost. 

Those who live near a metropolitan area can use Ekta
chrome film and have it processed and mounted within two 
or three hours. 

One serendipity of using "do-it-yourself" slides is that al
most every congregation has a ''camera bug" who will be 
delighted to use his talents to serve the lord. This means that 
another person becomes personally and vitally involved in 
the lord's work. · 

front Screen or Rear Screen 
Rear projection screens, usually placed over the baptistry 

opening, provide an excellent surface for projected visuals. 
With all the "machinery" out of sight, the audiences focuses 
interest on the visual' and the lesson rather than the tech
nology involved. Rear screen projection also provides full 
color saturation and brilliance even with auditorium lights on. 
There is usually no need to black out windows for the morn
ing sermon. 

Rear screen material is cut at the factory to the customer's 
specifications. Mounting the material poses no problem for 
that fine "handy-man" in the congregation. 

In those rare cases where the installation of a rear projec
tion scr~en is impractical, regular front projection screens still 
do an excellent job. They are available in sizes large enough 
to furnish visual impact, and can be bought with a tripod 
stand or in a case for mounting on the wall or ceiling. For 
best results with a front projection screen, the amount of light 
in the auditorium should be kept at a minimum. 

Conclusion 
Our brethren are usually ready to use any good means 

which becomes available to sow God's word in a more ef
(Continued on page 11) 
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HOUSTON CRUSADE PLANNED Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop-

The astra-city of Houston, Texas, will 
receive the message of Eternal Truth 
("E.T."), from outer space, heaven, this 
summer during the great Crusade for 
Christ, scheduled for July 10-14. A num
ber of Houston-area churches are plan
ning to have the "greatest crusade of the 
century" for Houston in the Sam Hous
ton Coliseum, located in downtown 
Houston. While many congregations will 
be involved in the sponsoring of this 
mammoth effort, the Crusade is under 
the oversight of the elders of the Fifth 
Ward Church of Christ. 

in the Firm Foundation may be had for $12.00 tes "',. accepted. 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY O·F 

First Mortgage Bonds 
This Houston Crusade is the third ef

fort of its kind to be executed in a major 
city since 1979. The first and second 
crusades took place in Chicago. But the 
Houston Crusade is expected to be the 
biggest, numerically, the most costly, 
($250,000), and the most successful, in 
terms of teaching and results. 

l01f2o/o - 11o/o - 111fto/o - Interest 
Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Further information for prospective 
participants may be received from: 
Houston Crusade for Christ; Post Office 
Box 96735; Houston, Texas 77213. 

Total Issue $1 ,300,000-Aiready earning interest 

-Jack Evans 
Southwestern Christian College, Box 10, 

Terrell, TX 75160 

For information or Offering circular contact the Development office of Lubbock 
Christian College-(806) 792·3221 Ext. 243 or in Amarillo call (806) 359-4046-
For Texas Residents Only-

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering 
is made by Prospectus only. 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church grow, too! 
See Bow Fast your Money Grows In A Tax·Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX•SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested In 
mortsase cburcb bonds are currently earnlns 
Interest at IZ'%. to IS'%.. 

• No coaaalaloa cbaqa 
• lauactllato aad lature tax beaellt. 
• Yoa laYat lor J'oanell aAd Ia 

cllarcb p-owtb, too 
• Ideal plaD to coulder lor yoar 

ads:llatel"a retlremeat 
• Traulerrlaa J'Oar omt~aa plaA to 

Tnat Coalpa!Q' ol America, could 
laarouo J'Oar retlrealeat lacome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
$2,000 Invested Per Year* 

Alter 
Syrs. 

IOyn. 
aoyrs. 
30yrs. 

Investment @ 12,_, 
SIO,OOO S 14~78.59 S 

@IS,_, 
15,757.75 
48,84.88 

253,129·42 
1,123,491.42 

20,000 4091Z8.46 
"40,000 168,825.77 
60,000 581,575·~7 

*Tile proleedoaa UHd Ia tbe tab lea above are baed oa curreat 
ratea, aad are aubJect to chaase. 

Please sead lalormadoa oa tbe: 

o Keogh PlaD (SeU•employed Retlremeat Plaa) 
0 LR.A. (Emplo;tted persoas Retlremeat Plaa) 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

PhoaeNo. 
(DaJ') (Niabt) 

Alllllatecl Maaagers, lac., P.O. Boz 7648 
AmariUo, Tellas 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (Ia Texas: 1·800·692·4174) 

Thla aaaouacemeat laaot aa oHer to aeU aora aoDcltatloaol 
aa ofler to buy these aecurldea. The ollerlag ~made by the 
Proapectus. 



THE EYES ARE A BETTER PUPil ICING ON THE CAKE 
(Continued from page 8) 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? (Cont inued from page 9) 

fective way. So, since "the eye is a better 
pupil," congregation after congregation 
is tooling up to use projected visuals. 
Preachers who use it like it, audiences 
like it, and the use of projected visuals 
promotes more learning, (aster learning 
and better retention. Projected sl ides are 
readily available, easily used and easily 
stored. There is every good reason for 
more congregations and preachers to 
utilize th is effective tool for the Lord. 

good the singing is, how commodious ,.... ______________ _ 
the building is, and other such matters 
are "icing on the cake." A cake is much 
better with icing, but icing alone is not 
a cake. Some very "friendly" churches 
are found to be lacking in obedience to 
the will of God. 

INSIGHTS INTO lONEliNESS 

The assembly of the Lord's church on 
the first day of the week is a special and 
holy occasion. Each Christian is obli
gated to be a part of that assembly, un
less hindered by sickness or other valid 
reasons. We assemble to worship and 
pra ise God, and to edify one anothe r. 
Let's all be as friend ly as possible to 
others, and make them welcome. But 
let's not make "friendliness" the main 
consideration of a congregation's 
strength, or the basis of acceptance by 

(Continued from page 7) 

us or the Lord. 

the voice of God ca ll ing us back to the 
truth of our lives as they were meant 
to be." Use your loneliness then. It can 
provide you creat ive insights and energy 
for growth. 833 Begonia St., Escondido, CA 92027 

Ma 
. Brecheen/Faulkner 
rr~ In 

Enrichment 
Seminar 

Person 

1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 
MARCH 4-5-Nashville, TN, (615) 883-6666, Donelson church of Christ, 2706 Old Lebanon 

Road,37214 
MARCH 25·26-Dearborn Heights, Ml, (313) 278-8120 or (313) 562-0402, Parkside church of 

Christ, 17200 West Outer Drive, 48127 
APRIL 15-16-0dessa, TX, (915) 332·0926, Sixth & Jackson church of Christ, P.O. Box 3307, 

79760 
APRIL 29-30-Fort Worth, TX, (817) 281-0/73, Richland Hills church of Christ, 6720 N.E. Loop 

820, 76118 
MAY 6-7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 

N.E., 30328 
MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 

Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 
JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shu lam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24·25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111, Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
For further information 

CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILEN E, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland--Greece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos-Rhodes-Crete--Santorinl 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

Optional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEENS FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner Enzor Tours 
or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

589 12·2·82 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"The Affiliated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct., 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE. TX. 
(So. Hills) 

ALLEN PARK. MI. 

ATHENS. TX. 
(Robbins Rd.) 

CHANNAHON. II.. 

CLEVELAND. OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl. TX. 
(South) 

FT. WORTH. TX. 
(West Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION. CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI. 
(Franklin Sl.) 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

HOUSTON. TX. 
(Nortllslde) 

HOUSTON. TX. 
(Nor1h Wayside) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth St.) 

DALLAS, TX. 
(Marullo) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI. AK. 
(Niklakl) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG. VA. 
(Seven Hills) 

MILWAUKEE. WI. 
(Nor1heut) 

PHOENIX. AZ. 
(Talum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH. GA. 
(Can~er VIllage\ 

SEATTLE. WN. 
(Southalde) 

SUN CITY. AZ. 

TEMPE. AZ. 

TROY. TN. 

TUSCON. AZ. 
(Miulon Valley) 

VERO BEACH. FL 

VERONA. MS. 

WARREN. PA. 

WICHITA. KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON· SALEM. N.C. 
(Culle Helghta) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
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WORLD TOUR YIELDS 1,059 BAPTISMS 

After traveling 33,000 miles in 10 
countries, especially 17 villages and 
cities in India, over a period of 2 Y2 
months, my grandson, Jon Love, and I 
had the joy of greeting 1,059 new broth
ers and sisters in Christ after their bap
tisms. It was a joy to renew acquaint
ances especial ly in Africa and visit the 
Chimala Mission Hospi tal over which the 
Springtown, Texas, elders oversee. Your 
prayers and support have the hospital in 
excellent condition. We are glad to re
port that Drs. V. K. and Mary Peterson, 
M.D.s, w ill be moving there in May for 
a five year tenure. 

We were able to preach from the steps 
of a Roman Catho lic church in Vijaya
wada (nine baptisms) and in the Baptist 
church near Enko le and 67 were bap
tized. We preached in a nurses trai ning 
schoo l in Chirala and 90 were baptized 
in the Indian ocean. We reached Solasa, 
the fi rs t time to preach the gospel there, 
and 281 were baptized. 

Austra lian Churches are growing and 
the fellowship among Christians was the 
best we have seen since we lived there 
10 years ago. The new congregation 
started peacefully out of Hol land Park in 
Brisbane (Tenah Merah) is a great church 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd .• Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901 ·761·1350 901 ·683·1678 

HOMECOMING 
AND 

BUILDING 
DEDICATION 

MARCH 6 

KERRVILLE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

All Former Members and Friends 
Are Invited Back! 

Former Preachers Are Speakers 
DAN WOODROOF 

STANLEY BRATCHER 
MORRIS KEMPER 

LEONARD MULLENS 
PAUL HALL 

12 [108) 

and the meetings were inspirational 
there. Our brother Les Totman and 
fami ly are doing great things in Launces
ton, Tasmania, Australia. Brethren, if 
local churches would send their preach
ers for meetings to India they would see 

th e great restoration movement in action 
as in the days of the Campbells, B. W. 
Stone and others in the States. We could 
have a million converts if we wou ld 
work at the job.-Ciaud A. Guild, Box 
96, Springtown, TX 76082. 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financial Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
(205) 766-66 10 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information ~nd Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Wonh), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

1983 EDITION 

FOR PREPARING 1982 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many minister s lose t housands of dollars each year. Don't pay 
double on your income tax. Many ministers do, because they 
do not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to he'lp you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the latest tax Jaw 
changes passed by Congress. $3.45 

- - - - - - - - Cli'P n.nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I enclose $ . Please send copies of Income Tax Law 
for Ministers and Religious Workers, at $3.45 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling. (Texas residents add 5% sales tax.) 

Name --------------------------------------------------------

Address ------------------------------ ------------------------
City------------------------ State__________________ Zip _______ _ 
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Finish the Task 
Help Send the Light 

Most of the world's 4.5 billion people are 
spiritually dead . . . in the darkness of sin. 

• • • 

But a way has begun to appear for the light 
of the gospel to dawn in their darkened lives. 
On May t3, 1982 the Federal Communica
tions Comm1ss1on granted World Chnstian 
Broadcast1ng a permit to build Rad1o Station 
KNLS, "the New Life Stat1on." 

From th1s 100,000 watt short wave station at 
Anchor Point, Alaska over one-third of the 
world will be within daily broadcast range of 
the gospel, including China and the Soviet 
Union. ln1tial broadcasts will be in Mandarin 
Chinese and in Russian. 

Construction progress makes it poss1ble for 
broadcasts to begin in July 1983 ... 
Provided Needed Funds Are Avai'lable! 
Construct1on costs are proJected at $2.2 

million. An effort has begun to obtain the final 
$1 million need to Finish the Task. To stay on 
schedule, the funds are needed by March 31! 

Could your congregation join with 
hundreds of other churches of Christ and 
permit your individual members to make a 
special contribution to help Finish the 
Task? 

Think of it, millions of lost people will be able 
daily to hear the gospel over Station KNLS. 
The task is Urgent. The opportunity is Unique. 

There IS a way for YOU to Help Send the 
Light. On behalf of lost people 1n spiritual 
darkness. personally encourage a prompt 
and generous response 

Let's Finish the Task! 

·------1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

We (I) want to help 
Finish the Task! 

Enclosed is: 
0 Our special contribution 
0 My (our) contribution 
0 We plan a special contribution: _ _ _ 

Address 

City Slale Z,p 

Send gifts or inquiries to: 
WCBS 
Box 3857 
Abilene, TX 79604 

Phone 91 ~98-0695 ------

KNLS The 'New-L1fe· StatiOn 

~ 
WORLD CHRISTIAN 
BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION 
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HURRICANE RELIEF SOUGHT 
FOR HAWAII 

On the afternoon of November 23, 
the most devastating hurricane since 
1959 hit Hawaii. Forewarning prevented 
great loss of life, but property damage 
is estimated at between 200 and 500 
million doUars. About 5,000 homes were 
either destroyed or damaged. 

Christians in the islands suffered 
neither loss of life nor serious loss of 
property. However, the elders of the 
Pearl Harbor congregation have attempt
ed to spearhead a drive to raise funds 
for those victims who are truly in need. 
They cannot help all, but they can help 
some of the families who sustained great 
losses. Those who wish to participate in 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Fr13e 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April14·17. 1983 

THEME: "The Militant Church" 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH 

7:30p.m •.... Introductory: Militancy and the Bible ............ Jack Grimes 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH 
9:00a.m ..... Militancy and Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Jackson 

10:00 a.m ..... A Militant Bible School Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Collier 
11:00 a.m ..... Militancy and the Pulpit .................... Johnny Ramsey 

1:30 p.m ..... Militancy in Facing Calvinism ............... Wendell Winkler 
2:30 p.m ..... Militancy in Guarding the Fellowship ........... Richard Black 
3:30 p.m •.... THRUST Hour: Premillennialism ................. Don Tarbet 
7:30 p.m ..... Atheism's Most Influential Argument .......... Wayne Jackson 
8:15a.m ..... Militancy Against Humanism ................. Hugo McCord 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15TH 
9:00a.m •.... Militancy in Facing an Unbelieving World ...... Wendell Winkler 

10:00 a.m ..... Militancy in Obtaining Workers in the Kingdom . . . . . Ira Rice, Jr. 
11:00 a.m ..... Uniqueness of Christianity in World Religions ... Wayne Jackson 

1:30 p.m •.... Humanism's Dangerous Influence on the Home .. Hugo McCord 
2:30 p.m •.... The Army of the Lord! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Johnny Ramsey 
3:30p.m ..... THRUST Hour: Premillennialism ................ Oran Rhodes 
7:30 p.m ..... Militancy and the Eldership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Black 
8:15 p.m ....... Let's Take A Look" ........................ Goebel Music 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16TH 
9:00a.m ..... Militancy in Meeting the Instrumental . . 

Music Issue ............................. Don Prather 
10:00 a.m ..... Militancy in Strong Personal Morality ........... Perry Cotham 
11:00 a.m ..... Militancy in World Evangelism .................. Ira Rice, Jr. 

1:30 p.m ..... The Bible and Inerrancy ....................... Jerry Moffitt 
2:30 p.m ..... Growth in Stewardship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Dunn 
3:30 p.m ..... THRUST Hour: Premillennialism .............. Gary Workman 
7:30 p.m ..... Who Are We? ............................. Guy N. Woods 
8:15 p.m ..... Shall We Have Unity IN ERROR? ................ Tom Warren 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17TH 
9:30 a.m ..... Understandest Thou What Thou Readest? . . . . . . . Guy N. Woods 

10:30 a.m ..... Lust in the Heart ......................... Andrew Connally 
-Congregational Meal -

2:00 p.m •.... Questions and Answers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m ..... Continued Militancy: "Stand Therefore!" ......... William Cline 
7:00 p.m ..... Problems the Church Must Prepare to Face ........ Tom Warren 

-Congregational Singing . . . . . 7:00 nightly-

Accommodations in homes of members SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Vans, self-contained campers welcomed 8900 Manchaca Road 
Exhibit space available-on prior approval Austin, Texas 78745 

PLAN TO BE WITH US 
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the disaster relief should send your help 
to the elders, Pearl Harbor Church of 
Christ, 515 Main St., Honolulu, HI 96818. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Excitin·g Fan Design 
Complete: .Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their Jove 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utflftfes, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Preacher needed: Congregation of 140 needs an ex
perienced, mature, gospel preacher. Send resume of 
training, experience, and references to elders, Church 
of Christ, Hwy 95 North, Taylor, Texas 76574. 

AdYortfain~r in this section $1.50 per Uno. Desilrftod espoclall:r to accommodate cona~ations 
adyortfaina mcetina places. preachers seckinc work or con~rre~rations seeklnc preachon. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL1_ RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILu. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE CROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL' STUDIES 

Preachin~r-Personal Evanpliam-llrlisstona 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training'' 
Leonard l\rl. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800_, 2707 So. Lnmar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TIDXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OBA.TBA.M. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
A.LA.SKA. - A.NCRORA.GID CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2100 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends ln Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchora1r0. Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

BA. Y A.RI:DA. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUD Road 

PleaiiADtoD. Oallfonlla INISG8 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAD. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence MaJ. 
Church of Christ, 464'1 Hauaala Rd •• Kapaa. Hawaii 
86'146. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-'189-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evansrellst 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: 13 yrs. experience, mission 
and local work. B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Crad.-Sch. of Preach
Ing. Wlfe-primary teacher In public and private 
school. 3 children. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry, Grand 
Prairie, Texas 75050 (214·642·0856). 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
I..A.KRWOOD OlllJRCR OF CHRIST 

455 So. YounJffteld CL 
Tele.: 988-lOU 

See Yell'bw Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
l'are 11tnff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, rontact Steve Ber1m1an, Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or l'all 707/4411-3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Binder:r, Box 2485. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives In friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
EVANSVILLE. IND .. =o5 B. llor,nm .A.'Ye.. 
u.s. 400 Eaat Oppoalte K-llart. Offteo 4'1'1-
s:rn. Robb7 Wacte. IIID. 4'18-40G& 
YUMA, ARIZ .. OGl W. 28tla St. Sunda7-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'150 
PREACHER NEEDED: Church of Christ-Safford, Arizona. 
In need of full-time preacher. Interested in a full-time 
preacher. Interested in a man with some self support. If 
Interested write to church at 425 Central Ave., Safford, 
Arizona 85546. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 
Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area Is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and Is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
CeorRe Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assistant Educational Director. This position will re
quire mature teaching, organizational, and leadership 
skills. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth minister or other closely 
related activity. Interested parties should request in
formation package and application Instructions from 
West End Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Attention: Bob Ward. 
Retired college ·teacher, aged 62, 41 years preaching 
experience, would like to work with small, ambitious 
church In Texas Hill Country or Austin-San Antonio 
area. Have most of support; adequate housing is 
chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 

BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St.. V.F. W. HalL 
Sunday clauoa. 10:16; Worahlp, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2519. or 888-4883. Vlait.on Welcome. Write about 
Dowcomen to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Position OP,en for Assist
ant Administrator In a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to SO. Mail resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. Limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723·1811 after 6:00 p.m. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Crowing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~uf~~~~/.rovlded. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

Preacher available anytime after June 1. Graduate of 
Sunset School of Preaching. Fulltime preaching past 9 
years. Age 41, married with 6 children. Contact Joe D. 
Mitchell, 1024 Somonauk St., Sycamore, IL. 60178. 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IS SEEKING QUALI
FIED TEACHERS FOR 1983·84. Position: Instructor or 
Assistant Professor of Physics and Engineering Science. 
Duties and responsibilities: Teach a selection of courses 
from the following list: General Physics, Modern Phys
ics, Electronics, Optics, Electricity and Magnetism, 
Micro Processor Circuits, Engineering, Drafting, Statics 
and Strength of Materials, Dynamics, Astronomy, and 
General Physical Science. Qualifications: Minimum of 
Masters Degree in Physics or Engineering, Engineering 
experience or Applied Research preferred. Contact: Dr. 
Bailey McBride, Academic Dean, Oklahoma Christian 
College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111, telephone 405/ 
478-1661. CCC is an Equal Opportunity employer. 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE is SEEKING QUALI
FIED TEACHERS FOR 1983-84. Position: Instructor or 
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood. Duties and re
sponsibilities: Teach undergraduate courses In Early 
Childhood Education, Elementary Education, and in the 
Professional Education Sequence. Qualifications: Mas
ters Degree is the minimum, the Doctrate Is pre
ferred. Contact: Dr. Bailey McBride, Academic Dean, 
Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111, 
telephone 405/478-1661. CCC is an Equal Opportunity 
~oyer. 
MUSIC FOR THE FAMILY: Free information on acapella 
gospel quartet music. Write to Lancaster Music, P.O. 
Box 15, Paris. TN 38242, or call 901-644-1177. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH o·F 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunda:r 9:80 & 10:80 and G:OO P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT CENTER 
In Upland and Cherry Valley in sunny California. Spe
cial rates for married couples. For Information call 
(714) 845·3194 or write Sunset Haven Homes, 9246 

Avenlda Miravilla, Cherry Valley, Ca. 92223. 

EXPERIENCED EVANGELIST, age 53, desires work with 
a congregation. References and resume plus tape 
available. Call collect Tom Lucas, (817) 854-2627 or 
write P.O. Box 134, Covington, Texas 76636. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention lohn Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Te ephone no. 
209-591-0172 between 9·12 a.m. MTWTF. 
Preacher with 22 years of experience desires to relo
cate in Central or Northwest Texas. Contact Charlie 
Creech, P.O. Box 655, Woodsboro, Texas 78393. Call 
1-512-543-4557. 
Special person Is needed as circuit preacher to assist 
three congregations within 35 mile radius. Rural or 
urban lifestyle. A challenging opportunity. Partial sup
port available. Mature worker desirable. Central Nova 
Scotia area. Apply In writing to Church of Christ, Box 
1193, Truro, N.S. B2N SH1; or phone 902-758-2633. 
The Leesville Louisiana Church of Christ Is interested 
in hiring a full-time minister. If Interested call (318) 
238-1094 or (318) 238-1044 after 6:00 pm, CST. 
Preacher Available-27 years experience. 47 years old, 
married, two children. Former School of Preaching 
teacher, personal work, radio etc. 7 years college at 
Harding and ACU. Write Bob Wille, 2309 Carter Creek, 
Bryan, Texas 77801 or call (713) 822-3141. 
SMALL CONGREGATION NEEDS PREACHER. WRITE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, BOX 655, WOODSBORO TX. 
78393 OR CALL J. D. MORE, 512·543-4558 OR H6LLIS 
STEVENS 543·4012. 

When VIsiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Ro.ad & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville. TN 37921 
Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588·1982 588-1983 588-1984 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 
SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 
• Credits Transferable 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 
• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P.O.BoxiBC 

Florence, AL 35630 

\~.JJL·{.:~I-;_:--.;;;;8~1;~·:~~\ •. ,,,~ .-.:~·- 'l 
•. . '~ ,' 

·,,~ 

205-7 66-661 0 

FOR iNFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
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COMMENTAR Y ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

------~~~-

VOLUME 3 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

and Haggai 

VOLUME 4 

Zechariah and Malachi 

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has produced his third and fourth commentaries on The Old Tes
tament. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
~ich .a~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Vol. I Joel , Amos and Jonah .. . ... ...... . .... . ... . . ... Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea, Obadiah and Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary on the Miuor Prophets ... Vol. 3 and ... Vol. 4 @ $8.95 
each plus 15% for postage and hand ling. (Texas residents add So/0 sales tax. ) 

Name ____________________________________________ __ 

Address _________________________________________________________ _ 

City ______________________________ . ____ State. ____________ ....,L.Jip ____ _ 
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PERUVIAN CHURCH LEAD ERS from 13 congregations gath
ered for a day-lonp seminar .on chu~ch leadership. They repre
sented congregations on SIX provmces. These seminars on 
church leadership are conducted by the mission team in lima, 
Peru, and are moved about from province to province so that 
they may be attended by native church leaders. The training 
of local church leadersh1p is an important part of the team's 
work in Peru. 

Auslin, Texas, February 22, 1983 
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EDITORIAL: Fellowship .... .. ............ . . ... ........ 2 
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Drug Abuse: The Problem and the Solution-Palmer ... .. . 5 
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Insights Into loneliness (2)-Hall ....................... 7 
Sorry, Mr. Campbell-Crawford .. ............ . ......... 8 
Cast It O ut- Woods .. ........................ ........ 8 
It's a Great Time to be Alive-Stalley ................... 8 
The Age of Accountability-Brown .................. ... 9 



Fellowship 

Words change in people's minds as they experience 
the kaleidostopic influences of ·social change. Fellowship 
is one of those words. In the Bible it meant to have com
panionship, but in the average mind today it refers to 
some punitive power that can be extended or with
drawn. 

In the communion of beautiful people the church has 
lost its sense of precious fellowship. The average con
gregation is no longer a gathering of people who ap
preciate the company and companionship of each other. 
It is a society with strict rules for joining and more rules 
for orthodoxy. 

When saints come together it provides an opportunity 
for sharing a like precious faith. Whether the assembly 
be in a cathedral or a cave, the association ought to pro
vide an opportunity of Christians to be together: to have 
fellowship. In the gathering they combine their wit
ness, they gain strength from each oth~r. The ~eeds of 
Christian hearts are met. There is a fam1ly reumon. The 
nearest thing to heaven is when the family voluntarily, 
and often at great expense and sacrifice, comes together 
in unity for fellowship. 

The association in the right circumstances is so sweet 
and so precious that if it is withdrawn the one who is 
withdrawn from feels the loss of it so much that he re
pents and turns to the saving of his soul. That's fellow-
ship. . 

We are a fellowship because we share w1th each other 
the commonness of our ruin and our redemption. When 
one of us hurts the others feel the pain. When a good 
thing happens ~o one of us there sho~l~ b~ univers.al 
rejoicing. Because there has been a defm1te mcrease m 
brotherly love, we feel that our greatest hours. are y~t 
ahead of us. It seems that the tide has turned slightly m 
favor of 11in matters of faith unity, in matters of opinion 
liberty, and in all things charity." . 

Fellowship is much deeper and more prec1ous than 
friendship. It is not mere affinity. In fello~ship our hands 
are joined together because our hearts are. We believe 
alike. We think alike. We like the same things. Our mo
tives are the same. Our aims, goals and purposes are 
one. It is a David and jonathan affair because our souls 
are knit together. 

Fellowship is precious because it is an association of 
persons who have laid their lives on the line. They are 
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so committed to a cause that they would die rather than 
surrender to it. Theirs is a total commitment. Surrounded 
by brothers and sisters like that, we have help in our 
struggles. They are not only sympathetic; they are sup
portive. In a world given to filth they represent purity. In 
a world of darkness they are a light. In a world of putre
faction they are salt. To forsake such a fraternity would 
be unthinkable. 

God forbid that we should think of fellowship simply 
as tangible membership in a club of religious people. 
It isn't something that may be extended as a carrot to 
prospects and then used as a whip after they have been 
proselyted. Neither is it the private privilege of an in
dividual to withhold or extend as he personally decides 
to use it. Congregations have no scripture at all for ex
tending or withdrawing it; only individuals do. Fellow
ship is such a prostituted thing when thought of in this 
manner. 

It is not biblical to feel that if we extend fellowship to 
someone we feel is in error on a minor point, we are 
accepting his error as truth. If we restrict our fellows~ip 
to those with whom we personally agree at every pomt 
we will have to draw only one circle: the one that shuts 
everyone else out. We know a brother who has with
drawn his fellowship from so many people he has no
where to go to worship, and so worships by himself. 

There was room in the New Testament churches for 
some rather strong disagreements. In fact, every letter 
written was written to some church or individual to deal 
with disagreements. Yet fellowship remained. So, fel
lowship carries more the idea of putting up with each 
other than agreeing with each other. This is exactly 
what makes fellowship so precious. It causes us to have 
togetherness in spite of what we are. Christians accept 
each other-warts and all. 

There can be harmony in the fellowship and still leave 
room for individuality. New Testament Christianity is 
wrapped up in a focal point where we all agre~ in ~~r 
hearts that jesus Christ is Lord. It is a matter of fa1th; 1t 1s 
not a matter of organizational connection. Our disagree
ments do not hurt us, for from each other we may learn, 
but when we press them to a breach of our fellowship 
we all suffer. There is not a single division among the 
saints that is justified. They are all sinful and wrong. 

Volume 100 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 

(USPS 191-120) NumberS 

Published weekly except the last Tuesday In December by the Firm Foundati~n 
Publishing House, 3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas, Second Class Postage pacd 
at Austin, Texas 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Office· Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per year. Club rate, $9.00 pe~ year In ~lu~s of five or 
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In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per copy. 
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Thinking About 2 Timothy 3:15-17 
ELMER PROUT 

"All Scripture is inspired by God." No statement about the 
Bible is more familiar than this passage. But, well-known 
though it may be, it continues to lead us into deeper ap
preciation of God's gift of his Bible. 

In the Bible God gives us the corrective for unhealthy ideas. 
It is striking to notice that these verses are set between two 
warnings against false doctrine and its effects. In bold strokes 
Paul draws the picture: " ... boastful ... abusive ... ,,m-
·holy ... brutal ... treacherous ... conceited ... a form of 
godliness but denying its power ... loaded with sins ... de-
praved minds ... itching ears ... turn aside to myths." 

Those who are careless about unhealthy teaching soon find 
themselves in a situation beyond control: "deceiving and 
being deceived." They are destroyed by their cleverness. 

In the word he has given us God provides the antidote for 
false doctrine. In God's light we see light. That light comes to 
focus in his word by which every religious idea may be exam
ined. God's word enlightens the Christian's eyes and makes 
him wise. It provides the warning that guards against error. 
With an open heart the believer eagerly accepts 'teaching, 
rebuke, correction and training' in a growing willingness to 
be prepared for all good work. 

In the Bible God gives us HIS word. "Inspired by God" or 
"God-breathed"-no matter which translation we prefer the 
point is clear: the Bible is different from all other books be
cause it <;ames directly from God. 

As we think of the Scripture it is even more important to 
remember that it is the nature of God which deter:tines the 
nature of the Bible. God is true, holy and dependable. His 
word has that same character, not because of some indepen
dent power in it, but because of God's continuous ':onnection 
with Scripture. We can speak of the Bible as "living and ac
tive" because it is the word of the living God. 

The God "who is, and who was, and who is to come" 
is not fenced off from his world. God did not give his written 
word so that he then could move away from active involve
ment in the world. God has not taken the role of an ob
server. In the Bible God is meeting with his people. 

There is, most assuredly, a 'givenness about the Bible. The 
canon is complete. The faith has been delivered once and for 
all to the saints. Through the Bible "the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work." Everything 
needed for life and godliness comes through our knowledge 
of the lord as it is written on the pages of Scripture. No addi
tional books are needed because what is written in the Bible 
makes it possible to believe and have life through the name 
of Jesus. 

The difference between the Bible and an ordinary history 
or literature book is not that the Bible contains everything 
that could have been written about Christ, but that God 

himself, through his Holy Spirit, selected and guided the 
writing of just those things necessary for his purpose. Be
cause the Bible is God's word we confidently say that the 
gospel comes "not simply with words, but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction." The words of 
the Bible are "not the words of men" but, actually, "the 
word of God, which is at work in you who believe." 

In the Bible God gives us salvation through Christ Jesus. 
When we need information about science, business, music or 
politics there is no lack of books to tell us what we want to 
know. But that information does not lead to salvation. The 
wisdom for salvation is found in the Bible alone. 

. But where does one begin? The Bible is crammed with 
facts: the creation; the history of Israel; references to Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, and Rome; early church history ... The 
Bible also has ancient laws, poems, songs, family lists, visions 
and predictions. How does a person put it all together so that 
he can come to salvation? Is there a key that unlocks the 
meaning and makes the gift available? Or is a person faced 
with the necessity of mastering countless details before he 
can come to salvation? 

It is HE who is the Light in which we can see the eternal 
meaning of Scripture. Without faith in him the Bible is little 
more than a curiosity. "Faith comes by hearing the word of 
God" and, at the same time, that is possible only as we allow 
Christ to call us from deafness to hearing. Understanding 
comes when the Bible is explained in the ligJ-. ~ of him of 
whom it speaks. 

In the Bible God gives us the means for continuing growth 
in his service. Reading the Bible as history provides the foun
dation for the life of faithful obedience. But life does not 
consist of foundation building-after the foundation comes 
the upper floors. The teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training are a never-ending process as the believer sharpens 
his skills to use the equipment God gives. 

It is one of our basic responsibilities to study the Bible in 
order to know what the first-century Christians did. It is also 
basic to devote ourselves to the task of being able to take 
what they did in their generation and apply it with wisdom 
to our own situation. 

God has given us his Bible. let us not use it only oc
casionally, or for curiosity, or for defensive purposes. let us 
accept the Bible as a vital part of our life with God. Let us 
open it expectantly-believing that God will be present to 
fulfill his promises. Let us open it personally-seeking fell~w
ship with the Giver. Let us open it adventurously-followmg 
him who is the Pioneer. Let us open it obediently-ready to 
hear and do his will. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 95678 
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Our Fragile Fellowship (2) 
B. J. HUMBLE 

While our restoration movement has preached the goal of 
oneness in Christ (as in Thomas Campbell's Declaration and 
Address), our own fellowship has been very fragile. It has been 
a reed shake.n in the wind and broken. And in contrast fel
lowship in the New Testament was a strong, deep and en
during bond that united believers. 

Our familiar English word "fellowship" is from a family of 
New Testament words that are built on the root koinon 
meaning "common." The New Testament uses the noun 
koinonos to describe "someone who shares, a partner," and 
the verb koinoneo which means "to have a share in some
thing." More 'familiar, the beautiful word koinonia means 
"sharing, having something in common, fellowship." 

These three words occur nearly forty times in the New 
Testament, most frequently in Paul's letters; but basically, 
there are three ways in which the New Testament writers use 
these koinon-words. 

A Vertical Relationship 
First, the koinon-words are used to describe our relation

ship to God. The root meaning of koinon is "common" and 
all Christians have been born anew and share a common 
Father. And through our Father we share in Christ and wjth 
Christ. John began his first letter by affirming that he had 
proclaimed what he had seen and heard, that which was from 
the beginning, "so that you may have fellowship with us; 
and our fellowship is with the Father and with his. Son Jesus 
Christ" (1 John 1 :3). Christians all have fellowship with the 
Father because they are his children, and this relationship 
with the Father is essential to their sharing, or having fellow
ship, with one another. 

There are many other passages which teach that God's 
children have fellowship with the Father, Son, and the Spirit. 
Paul told the Corinthians that they had been "called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1 :9). And 
he pronounced this final benediction upon them, "The grace 
of the Lord jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellow
ship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (2 Cor. 13:14). Paul 
also speaks of our fellowship in the Holy Spirit in Phil. 2:1, 
"So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive of 
love, and participation (koinonia) in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind." 

We are all familiar with the words of 1 Corinthians 10:16, 
17 about the Lord's Supper or communion. But do we realize 
that the word Paul uses in this passage is koinonia? "The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not a participation (koinonia} 
in the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not 
a participation (koinonia) in the body of Christ" (1 Cor. 
10:16). Then notice thatin v. 17 Paul emphasizes that the one
ness of Christ's body is the result of our sharing in Christ's 
body and blood. "Because there is one bread, we who are 
many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread" 
(v. 17). 

Our fellowship with· Christ means that we share with him. 
Vve "share in his sufferings" (Phil. 3:1 0). And other passages 
say that we die with him, live with him, are crucified with 
him, are buried and raised with him, are glorified with him, 
quickened with him, and reign with him. 

A Horizontal Relationship 
Second, the koinon-words are used for the horizontal 

Christian-to-Christian relationship that we enjoy with one 
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another. All disciples share so very much with one another. 
We believe a common faith, are all the children of the same 
Father, and share a common life and a common hope. 

The beauty of this relationship among Christians is seen in 
the New Testament words that use the preposition sun 
("with" or "together") to describe believers' relationships to 
one another. Paul wrote that Gentile Christians were fellow
heirs and fellow-members and fellow-partakers with Jewish 
brethren in the gospel (Eph. 3:6). We arl also fellow-servants 
and fellow-workers, fellow-citizens.and fellow-soldiers. 

How deep and rich the fellowship (sharing) that Christians 
have with one another. C. E. B. Cranfield comments, "The 
fact that many of these sun compounds f!rst occur in the New 
Testament indicates the newness and uniqueness of this 
Christian fellowship. Characteristic of the church was a to
getherness far deeper than any mere camaraderie." (Article 
"Fellowship" in Alan Richardson's Theological Word Book 
of the New Testament, p. 82.) 

It must be stressed, however, that fellowship among Chris
tians is a result of the fellowship that each Christian has 
with the Father. After reminding the believers that "our fel
lowc;hip is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ" 
(1 JOhn 1 :3), John continued, "But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin" (v. 7). 
Fellowship with the Father comes flrst, and fellowship with 
one another follows. The vertical fellowship supports the 
horizont::!. 

Specific Activities 
The third way that the koinon-words are used by New 

Testament writers is to describe specific activities, sometimes 
very mundane activities, that reflect what Christians share 
with one another. We have already noted that in 1 Cor. 
10:16, 17 Paul uses koinonia to refer to the bread and cup. 
Following the King James, most think of the bread as a "com
munion" of the body of Christ, but the word Paul uses is 
"fellowship" (koinonia). When Christians meet at the Lord's 
table, they share in the body and blood of Christ, and this 
fellowship (or sharing) in the body and blood means that they 
are all one body in Christ. 

Paul also uses the word "fellowship" to describe the gift 
that Gentile Christians collected and sent to their brethren 
in judaea. Paul told the Romans that he was going to Jeru
salem with aid for the saints "for Macedonia and Achaia have 
been pleased to make some contribution (the word is 
koinonia) for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem" (Rom. 
15:26). And he told the Corinthians (2 Cor. 9:13) that they 
would glorify God "by the generosity of your contribution" 
(koinonia). A gift of money can be "fellowship" when it 
symbolizes the oneness of Christ's body and the compassion 
of Christians for one another. 

Even a handshake can reflect fellowship. When Paul and 
Barnabas travelled up to jerusalem to lay their ministry before 
the elders and apostles there, they received "the right hand 
of fellowship" from Peter, James and John (Gal. 2:9). 

There are, then, three ways in which New Testament writers 
use the koinon-words: 1) to describe what the believer shares 
with the Father, 2) what believers share with one another, and 
3) for specific activities such as the Lord's supper, a gift or a 
handshake, that are expressions of this sharing. 

We will raise some tough practical questions about the 
bounds of fellowship in subsequent articles. Does fellowship 
demand that we believe the same thing? Does fellowship 
allow for differences of opinion? And what about conscience? 
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Drug Abuse: The Problem and the Solution 
The recreational u~e of drugs in this 

country has reached epidemic propor
tions. Why do persons take drugs? What 
has led to this increase in drug-taking 
behavior? What can be done to correct 
the situation? Such questions as these 
have naturally arisen in the minds of 
parents, educators and concerned citi
zens everywhere. 

let it be clearly understood at the 
outset that drugs, per se, are neither evil 
nor good. There have been literally hun
dreds of important drugs developed since 
the turn of the century. Many of these 
have greatly reduced the number of 
communicable diseases in our society. 
Vaccines, sulfa drugs, J?enicillin and 
antibiotics have improved the physical 
health of millions. And with the advent 
of tranquilizers it has become possible 
to restore the mental health of many 
mentally ill patients. 

Of interest here, however, is the fact 
that today potent chemicals clearly 
labeled as drugs are being widely used 
by healthy people because of their so
cial convenience. No longer are we 
eliminating infection to have a healthy 
body, neither are we reducing anxiety to 
have a better functioning mind. Now we 
are adding a drug to alter a healthy 
body and mind because of the con
venience it offers in interpersonal con
tacts. This is a major shift in our think
ing about drugs and is a result of our 
present credit-card culture-instant 
pleasure! 

With the development of euphoriants, 
we have moved from drugs to cure the 
body through drugs to cure the mind, 
to drugs that alter the body and mind for 
our convenience and pleasure. 

Why Do Persons Take Drugs? 
What purpose does this drug-taking 

behavior serve? One fact that must be 
understood is that drug-taking is be
havior. As such, it follows the same rules 
and principles as any other behavior. 
The most basic principle is that behavior 
persists when it either increases the in
dividual's pleasure or reduces his dis
comfort. That is, people don't use just 
any old drugs; they take only those 
which provide for them either a positive, 
satisfying, pleasurable effect or a de
crease in their discomfort. As with other 
behaviors, a number of causes underlie 
one's drug-taking behavior. 
1. For some young people, drug use is 
a way to bug the system-especially 
parents. What better way to aggravate 
your parents than by doing drugs? 

Speak roughly to your little boy, 
And beat him when he sneezes: 
He only does it to annoy, 
Because he knows it teases. 
Drug-taking is an almost guaranteed 

way to upset parents, since there are 
many aspects of drug-taking that can 
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bother them: it is illegal, it may harm 
to user, it is a rejection of standards, and 
mores, and, most importantly, it is a re
jection of the parents' values. 

Why, one wonders, is the older 
generation so perturbed at the spec
tacle of their children experimenting 
with mind-expanding drugs? It is not 
simply a realistic concern for their 
welfare. If this were all, the older 
people would be equally concerned to 
prevent their children from acquiring 
the habit of overindulgence in alcohol 
and in cigarette smoking. I suggest 
that the real cause for this exaggerated 
concern is recognition of the fact that 
young people are deliberately chal
lenging, and in many cases repudia
ting the values which we of the older 
generation find so hard to tolerate. 

2. Some young people try some drugs, 
like marijuana, because it's a fad: "Every
one else is doing it." This is the same ra
tionalization people have used for manr. 
years in gettmg introduced to alcoho. 
While a certain desire to conform is 
normal among teen-agers, it is both ir
rational and immature to give in to peer 
pressure when the result can be both 
physically and psychologically damaging 
to one's person. 
3. Some are motivated by curiosity
"1 wonder what would happen if ... ?" 
This dangerous pattern of thought gave 
rise to the "punch party." Everyone 
brings one of each kind of pill found 
at home and puts them into a dry punch 
bowl. You close your eyes, reach in and 
take a pill and then down it with water. 
If there is no effect in 15 minutes, you 
take another pill from the punch bowl 
and continue until you get an effect,. 
get sick, or the party is over. 
4. After all is said and done, illegal 
drug users take drugs for the same rea
sons, good or bad, as legal drug users: 
to reduce anxiety and tensions, to re
move fatigue and boredom, to blot out 
an unwanted world, to influence mood, 
to change activity level, to facilitate so
cial interactions, or to feel good. 

What Influences Drug Use? 
Several factors determine the use or 

non-use of a drug. For one thing, the 
availability of a drug is both antecedent 
to and correlated with the use of a drug. 
No one can use drugs that are not there. 

A second factor is opportunity to use 
a drug Even if a drug is available in so
ciety, an individual cannot use a drug 
until given the opportunity. 

But once given the opportunity to use 
an illegal drug, what factors are associ
ated with an individual's personal de
cision to use or not use? What, for 
example, are the correlates of marijuana 
use? 

In a very important study reported by 
Ray (1978), it was found that the parent
child relationship was a strong deter
miner of illegal drug use. The quality of 

the relationship between the individual 
and his parents was found to be nega
tively related to the use of marijuana; 
that is, the better the relationship, the 
less likely the child is to use marijuana. 
This factor conveys a strong message to 
today's parent. 

Nonconformity is another factor of 
particular importance. Non-conformity 
suggests the extent to which the in
dividual rejects conventional standards 
of morality and behavior. Ray states: 
"Eighty-nine percent of the studies 
showed that marijuana users, more often 
than non-users, denied religious affilia
tion and beliefs, and did not attend re
ligious functions; 71% had low grades 
and rejected the value of education and 
school." 

But another factor of tremendous im
portance has to do with the drug use 
patterns of parents and peers. Kandel 
(1973) reports that 

Drug use by peers exerts a greater 
influence than drug use by parents. 
Friends are more similar in their use 
of marijuana than in any other activity 
or attitude. Parental use of psycho
tropic drugs has only a small influ
ence, mostly related to maternal use. 
Peer and parental influences are 
synergistic; the highest rates of mari
juana usage are observed among 
adolescents whose parents and friends 
are drug users. 
Kandel further reports that beer and 

wine are the primary drugs used before 
entry into the sphere of illicit drug 
usage. The first illicit drug is almost al
ways marijuana, and, if an individual 
moves on to other drugs, the usual se
quence is pills (stimulants, depressants, 
tranquilizers), psychedelics, cocaine, and 
then heroin. 

Research supports the idea that those 
who are higher in the drug hierarchy are 
those who have less parental control 
and spend much more time with friends 
in rap sessions or parties than in more 
organized activities such as sports or 
homework. They are those who are not 
active in religious activities or church at
tendance and who perceive the social 
aspects of school as being more im
portant than the individual aspects. 

What Is the Solution? 
Probably everyone under the age of 

30 has been exposed to some type of 
formal drug education program. And 
many over 30 have had varying amounts 
of information given unto them at PTA 
meetings, at church, at civic club meet
ings, etc. Drug education will continue 
to be everywhere. The question is
does it do any good? But what do we 
mean by "good"? To decrease all drug 
use? To decrease harmful drug use? To 
decrease illegal drug use? To increase 
safe drug use? One of the reasons !hat 
education about drugs has had so httle 
impact is that there is confusion over 
what the goals are to be achieved. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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"Mark Them Which Cause Divisions" 

The obligations, almost universally felt 
among our preaching brothers to label 
other preaching brothers who hold posi
tions thought to be erroneous, rests 
upon a misunderstanding of Romans 
16:17 which in the KJV and ASV reads: 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and of
fenses contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them. 

Under the influence of the KJV and 
ASV, we have men wno apparently feel 
their chief mission in life is the branding 
in the eyes of the whole church all those 
who differ with them. We have a type 
of journalism whose chief function 
seems to be to attack the reputation of 
those who differ with the views of the 
editors and writers for those journals. 
How often we have heard a man defend 
his attack by saying, "The Bible says, 
'Mark those which cause divisions,' and 
so I am marking him!" The man then 
proceeds with his attack fully confident 
that he is righteous and is doing the 
will of God. It seems to me that the 
branders might well contemplate the 
words of F. F. Bruce: 

When a man's standing in the con
stituency which he serves, not to men
tion his livelihood, depends on his 
reputation for fidelity to the truth of 
Scripture, it is a very serious matter 
for anyone else to broadcast doubts 
about his fidelity or orthodoxy. If he 
himself statedly renounces something 
which is the essence of the historic 
Christian faith, he will be prepared for 
the consequences, but he should not 
be held responsible for the inferences 
which other people may draw from his 
statements. Most deplorable of all is 
the launching of a whispering cam
paign to the effect that so and so is 
"going off the rails" or is "getting far 
from the lord" (F. F. Bruce, In Retro
spect (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerd
mans, 1980), pp. 188-89. 

The Greek word which is used in Ro
mans 16:17 is s~opein which in classical 
sources means "to look at" and especial
ly 11tO look at critically." In the New 
Testament it has meaning in one pas
page "to consider something critically 
and then to hold something before one 
as a model on the basis of the in
spection" (Phil. 3 :17). (Ernst Fuchs, 
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"skopein," in Theological Dictionary of 
the New Testament, G Kittel and G. 
Friedrich, eds., G. W. Bromiley, trans. 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., .1971), 3:414-16). Other interesting 
occurrences of this verb include: "Take 
heed therefore that the light which is in 
thee be not darkness" (luke 11 :34); "We 
look not at the things seen, but at 
the things unseen ... " (2 Cor. 4:18:); 
". . . considering thyself lest thou also 
be tempted" (Gal. 6:1); and "look not 
everyone on his own things, but each on 
the things of others" (Phil. 2:4)." 

It can be seen that the KJV rendered 
skopein, which never has the connota
tion of "to brand," in other passages 
with "take heed" (ASV: "look"; Lk. 
11.:35), "mark" (Rom. 16:17; Phil. 3:17), 
"look" (2 Cor. 4:18; Phil. 2:4), and "con
sider'' (ASV: "looking"; Gal. 6:1). 
Skopein is the root from which 
episkopein which is rendered "looking 
diligently" (ASV: "looking carefully"; 
Heb .. 12:13) and "exercise the over
sight" (1 Pet. 5:2) comes. This last case 
describes the function of the elders 
(episkopoi; Acts 20:28; Phil. 1 :1; 1 Tim. 
1 :7; 3:2; 1 Peter 2:25) of the church. 
Also the word episcope e'visitation"; 
lk. 19:44); "bishoprick" (sic; ASV: "of
fice"; Acts 1 :20), and 11office of a biship" 
(1 Tim. 3:1) comes from this root. 

What has happened is that men confi
dent that they understand their version 
of Scripture have misunderstood. it. The 
verb "mark" occurs three times in the 
KJV and ASV New Testament. The other 
occurences are not at all taken by the 
ordinary reader in the sense of branding. 
One verse says: "He marked how they 
chose out the chief rooms"· (ASV: 
"seats") (luke 14:7). That the meaning 
is "He observed" can be grasped by all. 
The second case says: "Brethren, be fol
lowers together of me, and mark them 
which so walk so as ye have us for an 
example" (Phil. 3:17) Here again the 
meaning is "To take notice of." 

The verb "mark" in the KJV Old Testa
ment has the meaning "to understand" 
(rendering bin; Job 18:2), "to seal" or 
11Shut up" (chatham; Job 24:16), "to 
know'' yadac; Ruth 3:4; 1 Kings 20:7; 
22); "to face front" (panah; Job 21 :5); 
"to give attention" (gashabh; Jer. 28:18), 
"to see" (ra'ah), and "to observe" or 

watch" (shamar; 1 Sam. 1:12; job 10:14; 
22:15; 31:11;. 39:1; 37:37; 56:6; 139:3). 
The phrase "mark well" renders gashabh 
meaning" "to give attention" (Job 31 :31) 
and sim lebh meaning "to set the heart 
on" (Ps. 48:13; Ezek. 44:5). None of 
these cases are of "branding" import. 

The verb "mark" in 1611 meant "to 
take notice of"; it carried no connota
tion of branding. It did not suggest that 
one should do what the lord did when 
he put a mark on Cain. It did not pro
pose that an 11A" should be put on the 
breast of the adulterer as was done in 
Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter. Today, 
apart from the phrase "mark my word," 
"mark" is seldom used in the sense of 
"take notice of" but does primarily carry 
the sense that it is most commonly 
understood by our people when they 
read Rom. 16:17. They register the 
meaning they know best, not asking 
themselves if that is the correct one. 

A glance at the translations made in 
the last forty years reveals that they all, 
without exception, set forth clearly the 
import of skopein in Romans 16:17. 
They read, "take note of" (RSV), "keep 
an eye on" (NASV; NEB), "note" 
(NKJV), "watch out for'' (TEV; NIV), and 
"stay awaY. from" (TlB). The difference 
between ' watch out for" and "brand" is 
comparable to that which exists between 
the actions of legal law enforcement 
personnel and those of vigilantes. 

My concern is not against exercising 
discipline in the church for discipline is 
a duty put upon us by God. It is not 
against contending earnestly for the 
faith. It is not against safeguarding the 
flock from grievous wolves. It is not 
against vigilance but only against vigi
lantes. My concern is only against proof 
texting which attaches meanings to 
words that they did not have when a 
translation was made and which are 
meanings that cannot be supported by 
the original language in which God gave 
his revelation. It appears that some have 
made a whole rule of ethics out of a 
meaning a word should not carry at all 
in the context of the New Testament in 
which it is used. 

With the shift that has come in mean
ing of words since 1611, one can easily 
misunderstand that which he is confi
dent he understands. 

·FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 22, 1983 



Insights Into Loneliness (2) MICHAEL HALL 

(Please read last week's article on this 
subject first.) 

The first strategy I can think of, for 
coping with loneliness, is admitting that 
it's a problem! Closing our eyes and 
shutting up our hearts and pronouncing 
an "Oh, don't feel that way!" prevents 
from facing it realistically. But is it really 
that big of a problem? Consider how it 
seems to underlie so many other coun
ter-productive things, that it's a con
tributing factor to mental breakdowns, 
divorce, alcoholism, drug use, suicides, 
crime, violence, etc. 

Besides, loneliness cannot be brushed 
aside in such a superficial manner. Re
pressing it only forces it to go under
ground in our personality to eventually 
emerge in other forms. Loneliness seri
ously involves our sense of Self, as well 
as our image of God. And isn't that what 
God's good-news in Christ also con
cerns? 

Facing up to loneliness entails that I 
become aware of it in my life. Ask your
self, how do I make myself lonely? How 
do I maintain my loneliness and inten
sify it? What do I do with my loneliness? 
In what ways do I repress it and not 
face it? 

Such questions can be revealing and 
helpful. Since loneliness isn't an objec
tive reality like the flu; we can't go out 
and find the loneliness virus and then 
develop an antidote to it, which could 
be injected into the blood-stream. Lone
liness is subjective; it's our emotional 
and conceptual experience of ourselves, 
others, God, and God's world. 

OK, we're becoming aware of it, 
we've owned up to it; what now? It's 
time to confront loneliness. If the lone
liness you face revolves around being 
isolated, by yourself, and separated from 
significant others on "lonely times" (i.e. 
weekends, holidays, birthdays, etc.), 
then MAKE CONTACT. Stop _isolating 
yourself, plan to do something. 

If your loneliness stems from the 
physical fact of being apart by yourself, 
then Jearn the difference between soli
tude (aloneness and loneliness). Alone
ness does NOT HAVE to equate loneli
ness at all. Notice the contrast which is 
generally true of these two experiences: 

ALONE 
Physical: by one's self 
creative: leads to solitude 
"The glory of being human" 
Positive: rebuilds, restores 

LONELY 
Psychical: emotional suffering 
destructive: destroys sense of worth 
"the pain of being human" 
Negative: crushes and condemns 
Our alone times can be used for crea

tive growth. Most of us have experienced 
the phenomenon of being 'peopled out' 
or worn out with a demanding schedule. 
At such times, we NEED quiet times be
side the still waters to sort things out, 
"find ourselves," and meditate. I found 
this quote several years ago; "Solitude is 
the audience chamber of God." Solitude, 

then, gives me an opportunity to meet 
my Creator and for me to get to know 
the "interior me" a little better. So thank 
God for your alone time-even if it 
seems forced upon you. Sometimes, we 
have to be led to the still waters. 

Another spiritual strategy: risk giving 
yourself away. Since most loneliness re
flects a relationship deficit, then the 
Christian truth about self-giving and 
caring Jove ought to provide us with a 
rich insight and motivation for develop
ing indepth relationships. "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive" can en
ergize relationships, especially if we give 
things which have no price. Things like 
a smile, an encouraging word, one's pres
ence, a listening ear, and a hug. Such 
things can't be gauged very well as to 
their value in our consumer society, but 
they contain the real "wealth" of life. 
Give yourself away in caring service and 
support, nourish people and encourage 
them to become everything they can be
come-and loneliness won't be a 
devastating problem for you. 

This strategy underscores one of the 
mystery-filled paradoxes of the Bible. 
The paradox of losing our life to find it; 
of dying to self to discover real self
identity; of giving to receive. Yet, in 
another sense, for anyone who has lived 
any time at all, it's an obvious truth that 
one has to get out of themselves in 
order to enjoy themselves. The world 
which is self-centered inevitably be
comes smaller, meaner, and shriveling. 

Closely akin to that strategy is an
other which Jesus preached: PEOPLE 
matter more than things. And this value 
on PEOPLE can significantly enrichen the 
quality of life. Much of the loneliness 
in today's society stems from the fabri
cated world of technology, the con
sumer-oriented marketplace, and the 
dehumanizing schedules which reduces 
people to their worth in economic pro
ductivity. The whole thing's ungodly. 
We weren't created in such a way as to 
stand for long sucn dehumanization. We 
have an innate need for value, meaning, 
to know that we count, and have a pur
pose. 

And Jesus answers this need in teach
ing that even the law was made for man, 
not man for the sake of the law. Further, 
his death and gift of new life to us 
underscored how valuable we are to him 
and establishes a new basis for healthy 
self-esteem. 

Several of these strategies involve a 
changing of the mind. That's interesting, 
for that is precisely what the Greek word 
for ''repentance" literally means, "to
change-the-mind." And yet, sadly, re
pentance usually sounds like such a 
formidable, negative, gloomy, drastic, 
and life-negating demand. But it isn't, to 
"make a U-turn in our thinking" is one 
of the most creative and powerful steps 
toward being transformed. 

Yet one thing some folks will find 
hard "turning their minds away fro.m" 
will be their negative self-talk and pity
pampering. You know what I mean: the 

"poor me" talk which catastrophizes 
our loneliness, expects the unrealistic, 
and misperceives reality. "Nobody likes 
me," "everybody hates me," "nothing 
ever goes right for me," "they always get 
all the breaks," 11 if I only had the looks 
or money of so & so," etc.! 

But such "pity parties" for ourselves 
only intensify selfishness, cynicism, and 
griping-three things which will surely 
drive others away from us. Complain
ing, bellyaching, badmouthing, and 
murmuring are loneliness intensifiers. 
Cultivating a thankful spirit in all cir
cumstances, a spirit of praise and de
light, can sweeten our spirit and offer us 
a new mind-set for perceiving our 
situation. 

One vital spiritual strategy yet to be 
mentioned is plugging into a support 
group. And isn't that what the Christian 
community supposes to be? How we 
got off into theatre-structure buildings 
and production-centered services instead 
of a community-centered sharing, is 
another story. But that's what happened 
in all too many churches. Nevertheless, 
in spite of our organizations, Christians 
caring, supporting, and confessing to 
one another in small groups, Bible 
classes, and in homes, continues to re
vitalize the body. God's gift for those 
alienated, unreconciled, and rejected 
outcasts is the Christian community (i.e. 
Eph. 2:19-22). Now in Christ, "we are no 
longer strangers." We've been designed 
for covenant community. How can we 
employ this precious gift to cope with 
loneliness? We have to let ourselves get 
involved with the group, which com
prises the willingness to join-in, volun
teer, smile, and ''show yourself friendly" 
(Prov. 18:24). 

Finally, don't forget to "practice the 
presence of God." Growth in this spir
itual discipline provides inner strength 
and fullness which completely drains the 
sting of loneliness. This is spiritual com
munion-fellowship with the One who 
is always near "if that we may feel after 
him and find him, though he is not far 
from any of us" (Acts 17:27-28). He has 
promised that he would "never leave us 
or forsake us," "the Lord is near," in 
fact, within us (!) (Heb. 13:5-6, Phil. 4:5, 
John 14:17-18). The now classical book, 
"Practicing the Presence of God" by 
Brother Lawrence, has many suggestions 
and insights for such communion. 

Summation 
Are you amazed at all the rich re

sources within the Christian heritage 
which speaks of the contemporary, 
everyday problem of loneliness? Don't 
be. There's nothing else anymore con
temporary or practical than the Good
news, for it speaks to man where he is 
and calls him to where he can be. 

There actually are many different di- · 
mensions of loneliness. There's social 
loneliness, a sense of separation so
cially; there's cultural, which those who 
move to a new cultural environment ex
perience. There's psychological loneli
ness, when we don't know who we are 
and feel alienated from ourselves. 
There's interpersonal loneliness, when 

(Continued on page 11) 

7 [703] 



Sorry, Mr. Campbell 
Elders 
Main Street Church of Christ 
Bobbinville, GA 
Mr. Alexander Campbell 
Bethany, WV 
Dear Mr. Campbell: 

We have been reviewing .our gospel 
meeting plans for 1983 and see that you 
are scheduled to preach a meeting April 
10-13 in Bobbinville. We are saddened 
that after much prayer, we must cancel 
the meeting due to the doctrinal prob
lems you manifest. 

It has come to our attention that you 
hold unscriptural views on the millen
nium. By your own admission you look 
for the "introduction of that political 
and religious order of society called the 
millennium." We cannot tolerate a man 
with such views speaking from our pul
pit. Incidentally, we feel that naming 
your most recent publication "The Mil
lennia! Harbinger" was ill-advised to say 
the .east. 

We also found that your baptism has 
been questioned by some faithful breth
ren. We understand that you did not 
discover that the Scriptures teach bap
tism for the remission of sins until some 

Cast It Out! 

Some peale don't know when they're 
defeated! One particular man failed in 
his first business in 1831. Desiring a po
litical career, he, in 1832, was defeated 
for a state legislative post. In 1833 his 
second business failed. In 1836 he suf
fered a nervous breakdown. In 1838 he 
was defeated for a position as a speaker 
of the House. In 1840 he was defeated as 
a state elector. In 1843 he was defeated 
for a seat in Congress. In 1848 he was 
defeated again in Congress. In 1855 he 
ran for a state Senate seat and lost. In 
1856 he ran for the Vice Presidency and 
lost, and in 1860 Abraham lincoln was 
elected sixteenth president of the United 
States. 

In the face of an evil and corrupt 
world, it is easy for a Christian to be
come dismayed; disheartened. Sin cer
tainly can be overwhelming and we can 
all quote· and become enamored in Ro
mans 3:23 ("For all have sinned ... "). 
Indeed, some people don't know when 
they're defeated-and live to see great 
ness, while others, destined for victory, 
lay down their weapons and cower be
fore a gloating Satan! How sad! How 
ironic! How unnecessary! 

Perhaps it · is time that we push 
through the webs of tradition, opinions, 
and our own short-sightedness, that 
cause us to become enemies of one 
another, and re-target our true enemy
Satan and sin! There simply is too much 
work to be ·dane! We can't afford able-

8 [120] 

DENNIS CRAWFORD 

years after your baptism. Frankly, we 
have doubts about whether you are even 
a member of the church of Christ. 

It has been reported that you ha
bitually attend unity meetings and often 
preach in denominational churches. 
These are very dangerous, if not un
scriptural practices. 

You strongly suggest there are Chris
tians in other churches, do you not? We 
have a quote from your publication, 
"The Christian Baptist" in which you 
say, "I have no idea of seeing, nor wish 
to see, the sects unite in one grand 
army. This would be dangerous to our 
liberties and laws. For this the Savior 
did not pray. It is only the disciples of 
Christ dispersed among them, that rea
son and benevolence would call them 
out." 

Because of these doctrinal problems 
and being soft on other issues too nu
merous to mention in this letter, we 
have chosen to cancel the April, 1983 
meeting with you. 

We sincerely hope that you will re
consider your teaching in the clear light 
of Scriptural truth. 
Sincerely, 
Elders, Main Street Church of Christ 

KEVIN WOODS 

bodied soldiers to become dismayed and 
quit. Perhaps we see Christianity as a 
life of ease, and need to realize that a 
yoke is a work instrument to make 
heavy burdens bearable. 

So wield your sword, Christian! Take 
a stand; We are winners in a war where 
the outcome has already been. finalized. 
Recently, a sister told me of a friend who 
decided to serve Satan rather than God 
because she thought evil would in
evitably triumph over good. Secretly, I 
imagine many professing Christians har
bor the same doubts. A suggestion: the 
next time you feel dismayed, go to an 
exhaustive concordance for ·a study 
guide on that word, "drsmayed." You 
may be surprised with a positive mes
sage, for over and over again, God 
assures us with this thought: "Be not 
dismayed." 

Jesus dealt with sin. In Mark 1:21-28, 
and 5:1-17, he encountered sin and 
evil incarnate-unclean spirits. Notice 
Christ's no-compromise position with 
sin. He was not swayed by the pleading 
-he knew the evil had to be cast out. 
Even the evil spirits, themselves, under
stood this! 

So the question becomes, "How do I 
react to sin around me?" or more im
portantly, "How do I react to sin in my 
own life?" We must adopt Christ's no
compromise policy. Understand that 
Satan is, in reality, somewhat of a cow
ard who retreats when resisted. See sin 

It's a Great Time To Be Alive I 
LARRY STALLEY 

Gloom and despair are in the hearts 
of many. Unemployment is at its highest 
level since the great depression. Gov
ernment srending is out of control and 
the federa deficit continues to grow and 
expand like cancer. Social security is in 
trouble and will have to borrow bil
lions-not millions-in the next several 
months just to stay afloat and to keep 
the checks from bouncing. Venereal 
disease is epidemic; suicide is rampant; 
homicides are unprecedented. There is 
the arms race, the population crisis, the 
energy crisis, and this winter we are 
warned of a climate crisis. Gloom and 

-despair abound-especially on the eve
ning news! 

Yet, I believe among all of this the 
Christian can say: "It's a great time to 
be alive!" let me give you three reasons 
why I can say that. 

First: God is still in control. Though 
times are bleak and chaotic, God is still 
on his throne; he is still in control; he 
is still sovereign. jesus said: ''For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever, Amen!" The provisions of 
God are still in effect: food, drink, and 
clothing. His promises are still in effect 
as well. 

Second: Jesus Christ is still the same! 
He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. He still lives; he still cares; he 
still saves; 'le still keeps; he still satis
fins. 

Third: The Holy Spirit is still at work! 
He still convicts our heart, converts our 
heart, comforts our heart, and conse
crates our heart. He still communicates 
our prayers unto the Father. 

If you are a Christian, it's a great time 
to be alive. Remember the provisions 
and the promises of God! Remember: 
''This is the day which the lord hath 
made; I will rejoice and be glad in it." 

1400 Troy Road, Collinsville, ll 62234 

as a real and shaping power in today's 
world, and not simply a product of a 
moralistic heritage. We cannot ease 
around confrontations with evil, denying 
its harmfulness or ignoring its reality. 

In order for us to glory and rejoice 
in the triumph that is already ours; in 
order for the lord's church to avoid be
coming a quivering mass of defeat be
fore a humanistic world, we must be 
militant. To borrow a phrase from 
another military group, in order for us 
to "be all that we can be," we must be 
angered by sin and evil in the world. We 
must be outraged by sin in our own 
Jives! We must follow the lead of our 
commander and cast it out! 

1105 Fenwick; Coos Bay, OR 97420 
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The Age of Accountability 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

Not long ago in a home Bible study a question arose about 
what is involved in the expression, "the age of account
ability." Since I usually try to "call Bible things by Bible 
names and do Bible things in Bible ways," I first admitted 
that I do not find that exact expression in the Bible and thus 
cannot quote a scripture that deals directly and specifically 
with it. However, I DO find in the Bible the idea that a child 
is born pure and without sin, for "Sin is a transgression of the 
law" (I John 3:4). Since the little child has not transgressed 
the law, I am sure he is not accountable for sin. Also, since 
Jesus said in Matthew 18:3, "Except ye become converted, 
and become as little children ye shall not enter into the king
dom of heaven," I am sure we are not to become as little 
sinners. James also says, "To him that knoweth to do good 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). Since the 
baby did not know to do good, I am sure he is not ac
countable. But since Romans 3:23 says, "For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God," I am sure there comes 
a time when he IS accountable. Therefore, he must reach the 
"age of accountability." 

But like many of our man-made expressions which we use 
to explain a Bible idea, it may be "fuzzy" and need clarifica
tion. In that respect, it is similiar to other ·expressions like 
"their sins were rolled forward," which many of us use, and 
"accept Jesus as your personal Saviour" which most denomi
nations use. Although I claim to have accepted Jesus as my 
personal Saviour, I do not know whether that means to the 
person who may hear it the same as "I personally accepted 
Jesus as my Saviour," or how it might differ from "I imper
sonally accepted Jesus as my Saviour," or whether it means, 
11 l accept the fact that jesus HAS saved me," or "I accept the 
fact that Jesus WILL save me on certain conditions," or "I 
accept the fact that Jesus is a Person who will save me with
out any conditions," or exactly what. 

When I hear a person speak of "the guilty party" in a mar
riage situation, I am not really sure whether he means the 
party who committed adultery, or whether he means the party 
who may have been "guilty" of withholding conjugal rights, 
or "guilty" of something else which presumably 11drove" the 
person to commit adultery. So, when the Bible does not use 
the term in a context in which it is defined, we may have to 
inquire in more detail from the person who uses the term 
to get a more adequate definition of the term. 

The question which came to me in the Bible study was like 
this: "Suppose my child is told to leave the candy alone, and 
does not. She gets her hand slapped, and thus realizes it is 
''wrong" to take the candy. She sneaks and does it behind 
my back, knowing she will be punished if she is caught. Is 
she not at the age of accountability? If not is it proper to 
punish her for her disobedience, since she is .not account
able? If so, is she a sinner, and in need of salvation, since she 
did what she knew to be wrong?" 

Since I know of no scriptures which deal directly with that 
question, my answer to him dealt with the problems of lin
guistics and semantics in communication, and with Bible 
principles which can be logically applied. First, we need to 
recognize that the words 11Wrong" and 11right" are used in 

several different ways-sometimes without us being aware 
that we have shifted meanings. We know that if we put the 
left shoe on the right foot, it may be·on the wrong foot, for 
in that case, the left foot is the right foot. So, if a person 
said, "I put my left shoe on the right foot," on which foot 
did he put it? If he put his left shoe on the wrong foot (which 
would be his right foot) did the fact that he did "wrong" 
mean that he sinned? Of course, most of us could easily 
answer the last question with a quick, "No." A similar ques
tion would be, "Does a child who learns that it is "wrong" 
to take candy sin when she/he does so?" The answer to that 
question is not "Yes," or "No," but "not necessarily so." 

Every parent who has a little child who requests baptism, 
and every preacher who is asked to baptize such a child 
needs to understand the principles about which I am now 
writing. · 

Two precious little girls, one 9 and one 13 years old, came 
to me to be baptized. I baptized the nine year old one, but 
did not baptize the thirteen year old because of my appli
cation on this principle. 

The nine-year-old said she wanted to be baptized for re
mission of her sins. I asked her what she had done. She said, 
"I told a story, and did not mind my mother." To see w~at 
she understood, I replied, "lots of little children tell stories, 
and forget to do what their parents say. Is that so terrible?" 
She replied, "Yes, sir. The Bible says, 'Lie not one to another, 
seeing ye have put off the old man with his deeds,' and 
'Children, obey your parents in the lord, for this is right.' So 
I have sinned against God and need forgiveness." After fur
ther questioning, I had to baptize her. The other girl knew 
that she had sometimes done the "wrong" thing, but had no 
concept of sin against God, an.d therefore did not know how 
to repent. She was perfectly satisfied that if she died she 
would go to be with jesus, and I had an idea she might. At 
least I had no authority to baptize her, for I neither found 
evidence of conscience of sin or of prepentance. A dog may 
be taught that it is 11wrong" to chase chickens. But though I 
treat him as he has reached 11the age of accountability" when 
he has thus learned, I do not thereby assume him to be a 
sinner. 

So a child may reach the "age of accountability" with ref
erence to a conditioned response in which his parents have 
taught him that punishment will follow certain actions, and 
therefore he ought not do those things. But this does not 
mean he is at the "age of accountability" with reference to 
what God wants. 

I am persuaded that if we had time and space, we could 
prove that until a person has a concept of God, and is able 
to have a concept of what it means to sin against that God, 
Jehovah God does not hold him accountable for sin. The 
very widespread idea that a person reaches the, "age of ac
countability"; at the age of twelve, and (occasionally even 
among those connected with the church of Christ) that he 
should be baptized, whether he has any concept of sin or 
not has no foundation in the Bible. 

Rt. 3, 112 Lemont Lane, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
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ALABAMA CHRISTIAN LECTURESHIP 
MARCH 27-31 

available and can be obtained by writ
ing: Dr. W. B. West, Jr., Alabama Chris-

tian College, 5345 Atlanta Highway, 
Montgomery, AL 36193-4601. 

"The Anchor That Holds" has been 
selected as the theme for the 1983 
Bible Lectureship scheduled for March 
27-31. This year's program has been 
dedicated to Dr. George S. Benson, 
President of the Center for American 
Studies and Chancellor of Alabama 
Christian College. 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

Dr. Benson will be honored by lec
tureship guests at an appreciation 
luncheon on Tuesday, March 29 in the 
). L. Perry Cafeteria on the ACC campus. 

Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds Gary Bradley of Huntsville, Al will 
open the lectureship on Sunday evening 
with the topic "Holding On To God." 
Other keynote speakers include: Dowell 
Flatt, Neale Pryor, Charles Hodge, Dun
can, TX, Furman Kearley, Abilene, TX, 
Clifton Ganus, Tom Holland, G. P. Holt, 
George S. Benson, William Teague, and 
Jack Wilhelm. 

101/lo/o - 11o/o - 111f2o/o - Interest 
Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

A complete lectureship program is Total Issue $1 ,300,000-Aiready earning interest 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

For information or Offering circular contact the Development office of Lubbock 
Christian College-(806) 792-3221 Ext. 243 or in Amarillo call (806) 359-4046-
For Texas Residents Only-

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588·1982 588·1983 588-1984 

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering 
is made by Prospectus only. 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the ehureh grow, too! 
See Row Fast your Moaey Grows .Ia A Tax· Sheltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX·SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested Ia 
mortgage church bonds are currently earning 
interest at XZ% to XS'%,. 

• No COIIUIIlsslon characs 
• Immediate and future ta• beaellts 
• You lDYest lor yourself and Ia 

church arowtb, too 
• Ideal plaa to coi:Udder lor )'our 

adalster's retlremeat 
• Traaslerrlaa ,.our emdn& plan to 

Trust Company of America, could 
lacrease your retirement Income 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
sz,ooo Invested Per Year* 

Alter Investment @ SZ% 
Syrs. 

so yrs. 
zo yrs. 
30yrs. 

Sso,ooo S S4,378.S9 S 
@SS% 

SS,7S7.7S 
48,n4.88 

ZS3,SZ9-4Z 
S,SZ3,49S-4Z 

ZO,OOO 40,SZ8-46 
40,000 S68,8ZS.77 
60,000 S8S,S7S·37 

*The prolecdoa• used Ia the tables above are based oa current 
rates, and are mblect to change. 

Please ~nd lalormadon on the: 

0 Keogh Plan (SeU·employecl Redrement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Name 

Address 

City State ZJp 

Phone No. 
(Day) (Nipt) 

Afllllatecl Managers, Inc., P.O. Box7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79S09·0648 

S·800·8S8·4006 (In Texas: S·800·692·4S74) 

This 81Ulouacemeat Is not aa oHerto uU nor a •oUcltadoaol 
aa offer to buy these secarides. The oHeria& Is made b)' tbe 
Prospectus. 



STRATEGIES FOR COPING 
WITH LONELINESS 

(Continued from page 7) 
we are lonely from that "one special 
person," a spouse, o r lover, or parent. 
But worst of al l is cosmic loneliness, a 
separation from the ultimate Person, 
God. · 

In Christ's "being tempted in all 
points as we are," undoubtedly he knew 
loneliness in several d imensions, but 
when he was crucif ied on the cross, 
he experienced cosmic lonel iness-on 
our behal f H is cry of dereliction, "My 
God, My God, w hy have you forsaken 
me?" was his suffering of the ul timate 
form of loneliness to li berate, us to be 
forever intimately reconciled t o God. 
Isn't that great news? 
Box 3536, St. louis, MO 63143 

DRUG ABUSE: THE PROBLEM 
AND THE SOLUTION 

(Continued from page 5) 
In a 1971-72 study in Ann Arbor, 

M ichigan, it was found that "600 jun ior 
high students w ho were exposed to a 
drug education program sharply in
creased that experimentat ion with 
drugs." That's not exactly what most 
people had in mind, but there was a 
22% to 36% increase in drug experi 
mentation fo llowing a 1 0-week "fact
oriented" course on drugs. The course 
did increase the students' knowledge 
about drugs, and that resulted in their 
loss of fear in try ing some drugs. 

In December of that same year, the 
National Coordinating Council on Drug 
Education presented the resu lts of a 
three-year evaluati on of drug abuse 
films. The conclusion was th at those 
fi lms wh ich were available were "doing 
more harm than good." 

It seems to be false reasoning to con
clude that educating people concern
ing the use of d rugs w i ll decrease the 
illegal use and abuse of drugs. It doesn' t 
work. We must teach something else 
and get to the hea rt of the problem. 

"We have to motivate people to stay 
off drugs, especially when they are 
young. They've got to learn that there's 
no chem ical so lution to life." 

Drug abuse is only an outward be
havorial symptom of deeper, underly ing 
problems which need to be corrected. 
And the solution seems to be to aid in
dividuals in finding alternative ways of 
" turning on," of fi nd ing a deeper mean
ing in life. And that, I bel ieve, is where 
Christian principles come in. Those who 
are caught up in the drug scene are 
doing so because of some definite void 
in thei r l ives which they are t ry ing to 
fil l. Life, to them, has littl e or no mean
ing. They need help, encouragemen t and 
examples set before them by parents, 
educators and concerned Christians 
everywhere. 

Saying "No, don ' t do that" to you ng 
people and begging th em not to bring 
reproach upon the fam ily w ill do little 
toward solvi ng the problem. But fill ing 
their lives with the principle set forth 
by jesus Christ wi ll . Pau l said that the 
reason he preached j esus Christ before 
a first-century world was so that th eir 

faith would not stand in the wisdom of 
men but in the "power of God" (1 Cor. 
2:1 -5). There is power in Christiani ty to 
fi ll the void that the modern world 
leaves. jesus Christ can fill the l ives of 
men and women and young people and 

give them all a deeper, more meaningful 
reason for living. " I am come that ye 
m ight have life and have it more abun
dantly" (John 10:10). 
5905 Flintridge Dr., Colorado Springs, 
co 80918 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• Financia l A id Programs Avai lab le 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of AdmissioT\S 
P.O. Box tBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
(205) 7 66-66 1 0 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Admin istrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tui tion 
Approved for VA Benefi ts "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and CaTa l o~: WriTe or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trai l, Bedford (Fort WorTh), Texas 76021, Phone: 81 7-282-3911 

Income Tax Law for Ministers 
and Religious Workers 

1983 EDITION 

FOR PREPARING 1982 RETURNS 

By B. J. Worth 

Many ministers lose thousand.s of dollars ea·ch year. Don't pay 
clouble on your income tax. Many minis ters do, because they 
clo not know the legal deductions they may claim. This hand
book is designed to h~lp you avoid this. Easy to use. It will 
save you many times its price. Includes the la test tax law 
changes passed by Congress. $3.45 

- - - - - - - - OliJp o.nd mail today - - - - - - - -

Firm Foundation P ublishing Hou se 
TI.ox 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

I encl ose $ . Plea se send copies of I ncome Tax Law 
for Minis ters a11d Religious Workers, at $3.45 plus $1.00 postage and han
dling . (Texas res idenLs add 5% sales t ax.) 

Name 

Address ------------ - ---- - - - ------ --- - - --------- --- -----------
City __ ______________________ State __________________ Zip _______ _ 
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NEEDMORE CHURCH TO SPONSOR 
JODY APPLE IN PHILADELPHIA AREA 

The Needmore church (Rt. 1 Box 110, 
Indian Mound, TN. 37079) has accepted 
the oversight of jody Apple and w ill be 
sending him to the Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania area in 1983. 

Philadelphia is the fourth largest city 
in the country and is in the center of 
about 23% of this country's population. 

In order to accompl ish a work of this 
magnitude, the church at Needmore wi ll 
need substantial support. Those inter
ested can receive in format ion by writ
ing: Jody L. Apple/ Rt. 1 Box 142/ Leba
non, TN. 37087 or the Needmore church . 

Jst Annual 

National Bus Outreach Rally 
June 22-26, J 983 

Millington, TN 
(8 miles North of Memphis) 

SPEAKERS---------------------, 

Alan Bryan, Albert Hill, David Powers 
Stan Addis, Norman Slate, Pat Casey 

and other great Soul Winners! 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI': 

Millington Church of Christ 
7320 Raleigh-Millington Rd. 

Millington, TN 38053 
901-872-4426 901-872-4052 

-LIMlTED FREE HOUSING-

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged- Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed- These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 6 10 Austin, Texas 78767 



COMMENTARY ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

~ -·· ..., .. -

VOLUME 3 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

and Haggai 

VOLUME 4 

Zechariah and Malachi 

-

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has produced his third and fourth commentaries on The Old Tes
tament. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful , these 
_rich .a~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW . .. Still the s~une low price $8.95 

Vol. I Joel, Amos and Jonah . .. . . ... ... .. . . .. . . .. . ... . Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea , Obadiah and Micah ... .. ...... . .. . ...... Ready Now 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box6IO 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies o f Commentary 01z the Mi11or Pro fJbets . .. Vol. 3 and . . . Vol. 4 @ $8.95 
each plus 15o/o for postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/o sales tax.) 

Name 

Address ___ _ _ _________ -----------------

City ____ ______ _________ State ______ __._.ip _ ___:. __ _ 
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TELEVISION MINISTRY GOES 
NATIONWIDE 

The Park Plaza Church in Tu lsa, Okla., 
began televising a 30-minute television 
program, " Li.feguide," on the PTL Satel
lite Television Network at 5:00 p.m. EST 
each Sa turday. The program is seen 
simultaneously on over 600 cable sys
<ems from the West Indies to Hawaii and 
Florida to Alaska with a potenti al audi
ence of over 22,000,000 people. 

For information contact Phil Evanson 
at the Park Plaza Church of Christ, 5925 
E. 51 st St., Tulsa, OK 74135. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
wh en you move. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COME WITH US 
Literary En9land 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Rel ig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901 ·683·1678 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm F oundation will be an addition to your library that wi ll increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a l imited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Ministry works w•tn fa ilhlul congregations of the 
churches ot Christ wnose members on military lnsuatla t•ons 
wortdwlde are waiting to help your loved ones - as they have 
helped with the splntual and physical needs of thousands of 
others during the past five years. Tnls service Is " ••I 

Send name, complete address. Phone and milllary mstallatlon. 
ano solrlrual condllion. It known along wltn your name aoo ad· 
dress to: 

~ 
AMEN 

11. ,"/ _,."1
11 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
({ Ui!'"• CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe. Louisiana 71291 

American Military Evangel.iz.ing Nations 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Heal th 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to ful l til11e workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 8 17-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 22, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
The Leesville Louisiana Church o f Christ is interested 
in hiring a full-time minister. I( Interested call (318) 
238-1094 or (318) 238-1044 after 6:00 pm, CST. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Desig n ed especinlly to accommodato cong regations 

Preacher with 22 years of experience desires to relo
cate in Central or Northwest Texas. Con tact Charlie 
Creech, P.O. Oox 65S, Woodsboro, Texas 78393. Call 
1-512-543-4557. ndverti~ing meeting places, preachers seeking work or cong rega tions s eeking- preachers. A lao other 

acceptable ma tter. SMALL CONGR( GATION NEEDS PREACHER. WRITE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, BOX 655, WOODSBORO, TX. 
78393 OR CALL J, D. MORE, 512·543-4558 OR HO LLIS 
ST(V(NS 5~3-~012. 

BEAR VALLEY CllURCU OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDI ES 

Prcachi ng-P crsonnl E vangclis,m-M issions 
E xceptiona l Curriculum for Women 

unpproved !or Veteran's training " 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar . Denver. Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, 'l'E :XA.S 

So uth s ide Church ot C h ri s t 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Har rison . Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun . 9 :30 & 10 :30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., W ed. 7 :00 P .M. 
OIIATHAiU, N. J .. Fai rmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NOR'.l'HERN NEJW J EJRS'EY, 
NEJW YORK CI TY AREA. 20 1- 635-681~ o r 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. 1\tAINE-241 Center St .. V .F .W. H:UI. 
Sundny clnsscs. 10:15 : Worahi p, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-'383. Vlslt.on Welcome. Write nbout 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AllEA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Ph~n•nnton, Cnllfornlll 94~0 
James W. Fergus on, S r ., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Cla rence May, 
Church of Christ , 4647 H nunnln. Rd., Knpan, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER A-nEA 
Eng lewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

ll!ne Bartee. Evangelist 
D ENVER , COf,OR.ADO 8~2.28 

LAKE WOOD CHURCH O F ClffiiST 
455 So. Youngtle ld Ct. 

T e le.: 988-1024 
S ee Y e llow P ages For Se rvice Times 

Trnnslnlion for Den f. Terry Ca rt wright, minister 
"EMPLOYliiENT: NORTHERN CAr.IFORNI A. 
Sier rn Children's Ho me is currently hiring child 
cnre stnff. (Christian couples .) Good pny nnd bene
fits. If interested, ~o ntnct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Dirc~tor . nt P .O. Box 597, Vacavi lle, CA 95688 , 
or rnll 707/448-3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL O F PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Info rmation write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411 . 
WE REBI ND CHERISHED BIBLE5--wrlte for free 
lcnther samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2-185. 
Abi lene. Texas 79604. 

l.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives in friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~:omery St. Zip 12601. O r call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462· 0·167. 
REliGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 7~801 . 

EVANSVILLE , IND., 2205 E. Morgllll Ave., 
U.S. 4eO En.t Oppo•lte K-l!tnrt. Office 4'7'1'-
52?'1. nobby Wnd e, llllD. 4'70-4050. 
Y lllUA., ARIZ., 0 51 ,V. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a . m . & 6:30 p .m . Ph. 344-3760 
CHR ISTIAN SERVICE IN RETI REMENT 

Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. Th is beautifu l area is economical, has 
many exciting activi ties nearby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friend ly people. 
Geor~:e Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber· 
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
YOUTH MINISTER NEEDED: Congregation of approxi
mately 350 members is seeking a Youth Minister and 
Assis tant Educational Director. This position will re 
quire mature t each in~. organ izational, and leadership 
skil ls. Preference will be given to applicants with 
work experience as a youth ministe r or o ther closely 
related activity. Interes ted parties should request in
formation package and application Instructions from 
West End Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10101, Knox
ville, Tennessee, 37919. Allention: Bob Ward. 
ATT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH O F 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St . Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 a nd 6: 00 P .M. W ed. 7: 00 
P .M. Ca ll 883-2660 or W. P . J olly , Min . 795-2311. 
Song l eaders and Song Writers. Lend me your ear: 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703 . 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IS SHKING Q UALI 
FIED TEACHERS FOR 1983-84. Position: Ins tructor o r 
Assis tant Professor of Early Childhood. Duties and re
sponsibilities: Teach undergraduate courses in Early 
Childhood Education, Elementary Education, and in the 
Professional Education Seque nce. Qualificatio ns: Mas
ters De~ree is the minimum, the Doctrate is pre
ferred. Contact: Dr. Bailey McBride, Academic Dean, 
Oklahoma Christian Colles:e, Okiahoma City, OK 73111, 
te lephone 405/478-1661. OCC is an Eq ual Opportunity 
employer. 

AL ASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will con tact 
relatives or f riends in Alnakn. P nt llleMnhnn or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 31 4. Anchor age, Alnskn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 3·14-5719. 
CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Positio n or.en fo r Assist
ant Admin istrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 35 to 50. Mail resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 D~lt line Road, Dallas, Texas 75234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
pho ne 209 723- 1811 after 6:00 p.m. 
WIESilADEN, WEST GERMANY-G rowing American 
mil itary congregation seeks full-time p reacher. Partial 
~f~~(,~:f.'ovided. Write Ron Coslell, Box 4652, APO 

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IS SEEKING QUALI
fiED TEACHCRS FOR 1983-84. Position: Instructor or 
Assistant Professor of Physics and Engineering Science. 
Duties and responsibili ties: Teach n selection of courses 
from the following list: General Physics, Modern Phys
Ics, Electronics, Optics, Electr icity and Magnetism, 
Micro Processor Circuits, Engineering, Drafting, Statics 
and Strength of Materials, Dynamics, Astronomy, and 
General Physical Science. Qualifications: Minimum of 
Masters Degree in Physics or ~ngineering, [ngineering 
experience or Applied Research preferred. Contact: Dr. 
Uailey McBride, Academic Dean, Oklahoma Christian 
College, Oklahoma City, OK 73111, telep hone 40S/ 
478-1661. OCC is an Equal Opportunity emplo1•er. 
EXPERIENCED EVANGELIST, age 53~ desires work with 
a congregation. References and resume plus tape 
available. Call collect Tom Lucas, (817) 854-2627 o r 
write P.O. Box 13•1, Covi ngton, Texas 76636. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full t ime preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished . Send resume, re ferences and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Allen tion John Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Telephone no. 
209-591 ·0172 between 9·12 a.m. MTWTF. 
Preacher Available-27 years experience. 47 years old, 
marr ied, two children. Former School of Preaching 
teache r, personal work, rad io e tc. 7 years college at 
llarding and ACU. Write Bob Wille, 2309 Carter Creek, 
Bryan, Texas 77801 or call (713) 822-3141. 
Special person is needed as circuit preacher to assist 
three congregations within 35 mile radius. Rural or 
urban lifestyle. A challenging opportunity. Partial sup
port available . Mature worker desi rable. Central Nova 
Scotia area. Apply in wri ting to Church of Christ, Box 
11 93, Tru ro, N.S. B2N 5H1 ; o r phone 902-758-2633. 

BEAUTI FUL RETIREMENT CENTER 
In Upland and Cherry Valley in sunny Califo rnia. Spe
cial rates for married couples. For information call 
(714) 8~5-3194 or wri te Sunset Haven Homes, 9246 
Avenida Miravilla, Cherry Valley, Ca. 92223. 

I WOULD LIKE FILL- IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH· 
lNG OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DErAI LS AND RCfCRENCES AVAILABLE. 
2kt~~1 ~:3~~:m'fi. 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 

fOR SALE Used Pu lpit and Barclay Commentary 
Sets. Call Bob Jackson (512) 932-2723. 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 511 6th Ave., Grinnell, 
Ia. has withdrawn fellowship from Dale Loos, who 
resigned as minister on January 10/1983, fo r leading 
a life not conformin~ to Christian commitments. 

Dale has been vosi ted by several of the men of 
the congregation and has at this point served notice 
of not wanting any more visi tation fro m any church 
members. 

It is the p rayer of all the members that Dale will 
reconsider and return to GOD. 

We will stand ready to accept Brother Dale when he 
repents of the error of h is life. 

INVESTIGATE! 'l'be F irm Foundntlon 
tries to screen ndvertfsln~, nnd •v iii not 
lcnowlngly tnkc queNtionnblc nd-.·ert:lslng. 
n ut lt '" t h e rc~der's re•vonlllblllty to ln
veNtlgnte. L llce nny o ther tmper, we aome
tlJueN unl1'lttlngly run nn nnworth:r nd. 
A8 the o ld sn,-lng goes, before you lnvc•t. 
ln-.·estl~;nte I 

Harvey Childress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardson, TX 75080. In November the 
Waterview church sent us to Black River 
Falls, Wis., on th e first trip w i th our 
new ministry, " Strengthening M ission 
Churches." Ern ie Lowry is the very ef
fective minister of th is church. He has 
baptized 18 people in that area in the 
last year. Ern ie is doing a great work in 
Central Wisconsin. In the next few years 
we believe they will build a strong 
church in that place. We will be glad to 
hear f rom other mission churches who 
need help with special needs in their 
work. 

How many religious periodica ls do you sub· 
scribe t o? 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EVANGELISM? 
STUDY UNDER A STAFF WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

OF 

SOUL WINNING! 

• Emphasis on Evangelism • Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 

• High Standards 

• Credits Transferable 

IBE 

• Federal Aid Programs Available 

• Low Tuition 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
P. 0 . Box IBC 

Florence, AL 35630 
205-766-6610 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
DAVID R. SHORT 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 

15 [127] 



AN NOUNCING 

EIGHTH ANNUAL 

FOWLER 
HOLY LAND TOURS 

APRIL 9 

•JERUSALEM 
•BETHLEHEM 
•JERICHO 
• JORDAN RIVER 

• C LEM THURMA N 
• DILLARD THU RMAN 
• EUGENE S MITH 
• CARROLL PITTS 
• MELVIN WISE 
• HAL SMITH 

12 ENRICHING DAYS 
THREE 1983 DEPARTURE DATES 

JUNE 10 

VISITING ISRAEL, EGYPT, GREECE 
•NAZARETH 
•DEAD SEA 
• SEA OF GALILEE 
•CAPERNAUM 

TOUR HOSTS 
• JOHN VAUGHAN 
• LYNN RHODES 

•MASADA 
•BETHANY 
•CAESAREA 
• HEBRON 

• DAVID THURMAN 
• HILLARY MOTSINGER 
• ARNOLD SEXTCJN 

TRAVEL WITH EXPERIENCE 

NOVEMBER 4 

•CAIRO 
•PYRAMIDS 
•ATHENS 
• CORINTH 

•JIM KRAUSE 
• FRANK SWAIM 
• DAVID MALONE 
• RALPH CASEY 
• JIMMY ADCOX 

OVER 1800 HAPPY PASSENGERS HAVE TRAVELED ON A FOWLER HOLY LAND TOUR SINCE 1976! WE KN OW 
THE HOLY LANDS BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN THERE MANY TIM ES. WE KNOW AND EMPLOY THE BEST 
GUIDES. WE BOOK ON LY QUALI TY HOTELS SUCH AS THE INTERCONTINENTAL ATOP THE MOUNT OF 
OLIVES IN JERUSALEM 

OTHER 1983 HOLY LAND TOURS 

ARRANGED BY FOWLER HOURS 

MEDITERRANEAN LECTURESHIP IN ATHENS WITH GEORGE 
DUMAS AND EDDIE LEVICK WITH OPTIONAL GREEK ISLE 
CRUISE OR HOLY LAND TOUR APR. 2-16 

ISRAEL IN·DEPTH WITH DR. BILL HUMBLE, MAY 27 

EGYPT IN·DEPTH PLUS ISRAEL WITH HARVEY PORTER, 
OCT. 

WR ITE FOR DETAILS 
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\---------------------------------------------------~ ! 
i 

FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD., # 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 
(214) 387-3081 

PLEASE SEND A FREE DESCR IPTIVE BROCH URE DESCRIB· 
lNG THE 1983 FOWLER HOLY LAND TOURS. 

NAME 

ADDRESS --------------

CITY - ----- STATE ___ ZIP --:::::-:-:-:-
FF l·ll 
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THE FRENCH SPEAKING WORKING FORCE continues to in
crease in Euro.Pe. 24 fully supported workers are pictured 
here, along w1th 7 European workers and 7 "apprentices" 
working in. conj~nction with various programs. A t eam of ten 
~orkers w11l amve soon to augment the Paris forces. Exist
mg churches a~e gr?w!ng and new ones are being started. A 
strong foundation IS m place and the opportunity is ripe. 
More !Workers and more support are needed. Pictured here is 
m<?st of the French-speaking European force. For information 
wnte Doyle Key, 8A, 'ch. de Pontverre, 1232 Confignon / 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Austin, · Texas, March 1, 1983 
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That Tax-Exempt Status 

Late in 1983 the famous Crystal Cathedral in Garden 
Gro~e, California lost its tax exempt status, and was 
handed a $400,000 tax bill by the Orange County taxing 
authority. Dr. Robert Schuller, the "senior pastor," 

whose books on motivation, success and church build
ing nearly all the brethren buy and try to follow, denied 
that his church had gotten away from the purpose of 
churches and turned into a sort of business enterprise. 
The Assessor's office thought it had. 

And herein lies a warning to those of us who use 
church property for almost any purpose under the sun. 

We would not oppose the taxation of church prop
erty. The Roman Catholics and the denominations own a 
lot more of it than we do. We believe, however, that 
churches provide the state with assistance in the moral 
and ethical field enough to warrant tax exempt status. 
We deny that such an exemption really is a state subsidy. 
The extent to which religion lessens crime in exchange 
for tax exemption is a good swap-off. But when churches 
get into the commercial and entertainment field they 
have no right to tax exempt status. And if we run this 
thought out to its logical conclusion, churches and 
church subsidized publications, which compete with pri
vate publishing houses, and xerox a lot of the assets of 
publishing houses, are in a questionable position also. 

The State Board of Equalization said that many of the 
activities of the church were non-religious, thereby dis
qualifying the organization for tax-exempt status. We 
wonder if they had a church ball team, sponsored Boy 
Scouts, had a baby-sitter program going, or were build
ing a gymnasium for the physical fitness of the mem
bers. It makes the thinking person stop to ponder just 
what church property should be used for. 

When the heathen have to tell us what church prop
erty is for, and have to make us stick to church activi
ties something must have slipped somewhere. 

Specifically mentioned in the Board's report was the 
fact that the. Crystal Cathedral had allowed on its prem
ises such secular activities as "performing arts" weight 
watchers and concerts and reunions. They were also 
selling breakfasts for $4.95 per plate and brunch for 
$6.50. A warning to the wise is sufficient. When a church 
begins to intermingle religious and non-religious ac-
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tivities and goes into competition with health spas, cafe
terias and publishing houses, if the elders don't stop it 
maybe the heathen will. 

In the past 25 years there ,has been a great shift in the 
thinking of most of us. The church has become so secu
larized that it has more the complexion of a country 
club. The average church plant is becoming an entertain
ment center more than it is a worship center. Something, 
such as this precedent, will have to shock us into realiz
ing just which way we are going. 

Even the worship service is not an entertainment 
event for the participants. Attempts to shake up the wor
ship service to make it more lively and to reduce the 
time for meditation are aimed more, we are afraid, at 
pleasing us than at pleasing the Lord. Why should Chris
tians not want to let the church simply be the church, 
and the assembly an opportunity to really worship the 
Lord, rather than a smoothly orchestrated program for 
our benefit? 

Ther~ was something about the chalk-box church 
houses of early days that was really conducive to wor
ship. There was usually one room, and people came to 
that one room for one purpose-to worship. They left it 
to play, for family entertainment, social intercourse or 
entertainment. Buildings were plain vanilla all right, but 
they served only the purpose for which they were 
built. They were houses of worship. 

While we would fully agree. that there are other im
portant parts of a Christian's life, and that some of them 
center, naturally, around a church building, we doubt 
the advisability of using the property as many are using 
it. Even the civil authorities recognize what is appropri
ate on tax-exempt property; we ought to be far out in 
front of them in our evaluation of its uses. 

With our changing times a disproportionate share of 
elders' meetings and deacons work has to do with non
religious activities. Could not that time be more profit
ably sp~nt in helping the Christians to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ? We agree 
that there are indirect connections with most every
thing we do, and ·we must give some attention to the 
whole man, but we ought not to get so far out of line 
that the civil authorities have to tell us to get back in 
line or lose our tax exempt status. 
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The Yoke of Mission 
."Be not. uneq,~ally yo~ed . together ELMER PROUT is not that we have forgotten to apply 

With ,~nbellevers. ~II Cormth1ans 6:14 this passage. Rather, it is that we have 
KJV) !J? not. perm1t .yourselves .to be- . . been too narrow and selective in our 
co~e JOI~,ed m an allen ,.xoke w1th un- off co~rs~. A Chnst!an may have a friend application. We have acted as if this pas
believers. (W. Barclay) You must not who 1s mvolved m drug abuse. The sage had no connection with large areas 
get into double harness with un- Christian will not help that person by of our lives. 
believers." (C. K. Barrett) yoking up with him in the abuse. Only Consider some possible applications. 

No matter which version we read this 1f. he ~ef~ses that alien yoke can he ~ulfill A writer discovers that the publishing 
passage has a definite tone of exclusive- h1s m1ss1on as a yoke-fellow of Chnst. company he works for has gotten into 
ness. The s,~mmons to "come out and . ~o ob~y .this call fC?r separation is to t~e X-rated book market. Shall he con
be separa.te could be used as an excuse mv1te cnt1c1sm for bemg narrow, exclu- tmue to work for that company? A 
for sectanan arrogance. And, to be frank, sive or self-righteous. That criticism will chemist learns that his research is con
there are cases where that has hap- have to be endured. just as a doctor tributing directly to the development of 
pened. But .actually Paul's words are a must insist on sterile procedures so we chemical 'Y~rfare elements that would 
call for behevers to thoughtfully con- must dare to be separate. God has called destroy c1v1llan populations without 
sider the implications of wearing the his people together so that we can min- warning. Can he, a yoke-partner of the 
yoke with Jesus Christ. ister healing in a sick world. Believers Princ:e of Peace, continue to be in-

A page fro~ l!'edic~l history may help are separated in order to serve. volved. in tha~ process? A sales-person 
us grasp Pau~ s mt.ent1on. Years ago un- The separation factor requires thought- for an !nternat1onal food company learns 
controlled mfect1on made recovery ful application. The purpose of Paul's that ~1s C?mpa!ly IS market~ng a milk 
from. surgery e~tremely do.u.btful: T~e warning is not to wall Christians off from ~ubst1tute !n Th1~d World nat1ons. There 
m7d!cal profes~1on was fallmg m 1ts society. It is not intended to send Chris- 1s an obv1ous link between the com
miSSion of he~lmg b.ecause a large .per- tians off into a church fortress. This is ~any's marketing PC!Iici~s and malnutri
centage of pat1ents d1ed after operations. a call for believers to take on the yoke t1on among the babaes m those nations. 

But gradually the connection between of mission-to be moral leaders. Leaders The. company is making a profit but the 
u~sanitary conditions and infection was who will ask questions and make de- custome~s ar~ suffering. What does "no 
d1scovered. Little by little the sterile cisions about issues that the unbelieving fellowship With darkness" mean in this 
procedures which modern medicine world has largely ignored. case? . . 
takes for granted were developed. Just as a doctor's sterile procedures These are admittedly complex 1ssues. 
Deaths from post-operative infection are not to keep him away from sick I do not su.ggest tha~ .every be.liever 
dropped almost to zero. people, so this passage does not teach must agree ~1th the dec1s1ons mentaoned 

S~erile procedures in ":ledicine are not absolute separation from the world. In above. The Illustrations .are given to dem
optJOnal. They are requrred by doctors Jesus' own words believers are "The salt onstrate how demandmg our text can 
and hospitals. They are taken for granted of the earth." That demands contact. If be. If it could be limited to one narrow 
by patients and families. - a believer could have no contact with aspect of life the application of ·the text 

It is possible that a physician could the unbelieving world he "would have would .be a simple matter. But when 
turn hi~ use .of the techniques into an to go out of the world." we realize ~hat Paul's admonition reach
academic pomt of boasting. "I am the Rather than a blanket order for a 'no e:s ,out to. mcl~de the whole range of 
best doctor in town because I have the associations' stance the yoke of mission llf7 s _relataonsh1ps the ~hallenge of ap
best method of keeping my hands demands thoughtful association and re- pllcat1on should be obvaous. 
clea~." But the procedures are not an lationships. This passage calls for Whethe~ .we ~pprove of any of the 
end m themselves. They are designed to thoughful Christian ethics and the risk above decasaons IS not the central assue. 
ser~e the sick. An unsanitary doctor in that being thoughtful involves. \Yhether we even . consider the. illus~ra
an mfected room defeats the purpose of The thoughtful application must be to t1ons ~orthy of. s~nous thought IS bes1de 
his profession. It is a denial of mission. the whole of life. 11 Corinthians 6:14ff t~e pomt. But 1t as to the point that be-

Hospitals resist every pressttre to relax is often used as the basis for a call that lleyers actually, sp~cific~lly and oft~n 
these rules. If a husband wants to see believers shun marriage with unbe- pamf~lly ~restle w1th th1s text and ats 
his wife without following the procedures lievers. That is good-thoughtless mar- meanmg m present da~ A~erica. We 
the staff. must say, "You cannot enter." riages must be avoided. But does this must se.ek for costly applicataon. of these 
~he doct~r has· a clear grasp of the situa- passage center in the altar? Does its words m ~e~ms o~ our own llyes. We 
taon and as bound to act on his knowl- application begin and end there? Sure- must b7 walling, wath our .own lives ~nd 
edge. The success of the healing mission ly not! In these words we face a sum- reputations, to pay the pnce. of refusmg 
depends on that exclusiveness. mons to be yoked with Christ in ALL !O be 'unevenly yoked.' wath worldly 

We must also recognize, however, that of life. 1deas and pract1ces. Th1s passage calls 
the procedures are inte'1ded to bring the William Barclay suggests how the on every one of .us to use our mental 
patient and the docto. together in a verses might have applied in the first energy and spmtual nerve to apply 
healing situation. It is vain for a hospital century. A Christian stone mason is ap- Paul's words to ourselves nC? matter 
to say "Our operating rooms are the proached bythe priest in a pagan temple when or where we happen to hye. 
cleanest in town" if that record is main- and offered a contract to make an Every human culture and ats pre
tained by refusing to permit sick people image. Could the Christian accept the su~positions ~ust be questioned. The 
to enter. The healing mission includes offer? No. A believer in the Roman army 'children. of th1s world' tend to accept 
the risk of contact between sterile pro- is ordered to put a pinch of incense into co.nform1ty to the age as the normal 
cedures and infected people. w :tnout the fire which burned by the gate of thmg to do. They .look on ar:ayone, whq 
that contact the whole matter becomes the camp. That was an act of worship. does not share therr conform1ty as odd 
an exercise in abstraction. Could the Christian obey that com- or dangerous-a th~eat to ~he .status 

With that in mind let us consider some mand? No. quo. What we read m II Sormthl~n~ 6 
attempts to apply II Corinthians 6:14 to In other words, the separation factor challen~es us to get on wath a mass1on 
our life in modern America. applies not only to family matters. It that w1l~ not conform to ~ny W?rl~ly 

There is a separation factor for those reaches out to include work, business expect~t1on~ or dem~nds. It as ~ .massao!l 
who believe in Jesus Christ. There are affairs, national and military relation- !hat w1.11 .ra1se ques~1o~s. ~pec1f1cally 1t 
relationships which pull the Christian ships. Marriage is one aspect of this IS a ~ass1on that wall mvate people. to 
away from his Lord. It is tragically pos- yoke. We must bring our patriotism, our examme the yokes they. are weann~. 
sible for a believer to get into a yoke in economics and our politics under the We who are Y.oked to Chnst dare not he 
which he or she is out-pulled or pulled spotlight of this verse too. The problem (Contmued on page 11) 
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Our Fragile Fellowship (3) 
Our familiar English word "fellow

ship" is from a family of New Testament 
words that are built on the root koi!l~ 
meaning "common." The most famll1~r 
of these. New Testament. words. IS 
koinonia which means "sharmg, havmg 
something in common, fellowship." 

The New Testament writers use these 
koinon-words in three ways. (1) They 
describe our relationship to God. vye 
have fellowship with the Father and ~1th 
his Son Jesus Christ. (2) They descnbe 
the horizontal Christian-to-Christian re
lationship that we enjoy with one an
other. Because we are all children. in 
God's family, we share a, common fa1th, 
a common life, and common hope. A~d 
it should be noted that fellowship 
among Christians is a result of the fe!
lowship that each Christian has with h1s 
Father. (3) The koinon-words are also 
used to describe specific activit!es that 
reflect what Christians share w1th one 
another. The word, koinonia is used for 
the Lord's supper, for gifts of m'?ney, 
and for the right hand of fellowship (1 
Cor. 10:16, 17; Rom. 15:26; Gal. 2:9). 

There are four questions that need to 
be asked about fellowship, questions 
that may help us ua1derstand why fel
lowship has been so fragile a'!'ong us. 
These are practical, tough quest1ons. !he 
writer does not presume to have fmal 
definitive answers. Rather, he raises the 
questions to point brethren to areas of 
study that might help us restore a New 
Testament sense of fellowship among us. 

One Common Faith 
The first question is: does koinonia 

demand that we share one common 
faith? 

Yes. How can two walk together (have 
very much in common) except they be 
agreed? The one faith is listed along with 
one God, one Lord, and one body .n t~e 
seven unities of Eph. 4:1-4; and Chns
tians are admonished to "contend for 
the faith" once for all delivered to the 
saints (Jude 3). 

The oft-quoted passage, 2 John 9, 
shows that some doctrinal agreement is 
essential to fellowship. "Any t,ne who 
goes ahead and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God; 
he who abides in the doctrine has both 
the Father and the Son." And v. 10 
warns that if one comes and does not 
bring this doctrine, ":e can~ot receiv~ 
him or give him greetmg. Th1s makes 1t 
clear that we cannot share, or have fel
lowship, with those who do not accept 
"the doctrine of Christ." 

But what is included in "the doctrine 
of Christ"? The context shows that John 
was concerned about those who denied 
the real humanity of Jesus, that ~e ~ad 
come in the flesh (we now call th1s v1ew 
"Gnosticism").· It is possible that when 
John refers to "the doctrine of Christ," 
it is this doctrine about Christ-that he 
has really come in the flesh-that he has 
in mind.· But as J. W. Roberts has point
ed out in his commentary "The Letters 
of John," the words "the doctrine of 
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B. J. HUMBLE 

Christ" may be understood subjectively 
("the doctrine which Christ taught") or 
objectively ("the doctrine about Christ") 
(J. W, Roberts, 11The Letters of John," p. 
163). The majority of commentators 
think it means 11the doctrine which 
Christ taught" (and this would include 
a far larger body of doctrine than the 
teaching that jesus did come in the 
flesh). However, we do not have to de
cide between the two interpretations to 
make the roint that some common faith 
is essentia to fellowship. 

But does this mean that someone has 
to understand and accept. every New 
Testament doctrine for me to accept 
him as a brother? Surely not. Look at 
the ·Corinthian church. There was dis
order and drunkeness at the Lord's table, 
confusion over spiritual gifts, questions 
about the resurrection of the dead, and 
much more. Yet, Paul still addressed 
them as "the church of God at Co
rinth . . . sanctified in Chdst Jesus, 
called to be saints" (1 Cor. 1 :2). Evi
dently Paul accepted them as brethren 
despite serious doctrinal problems. 

It surely is not necessary for a brother 
to understand every New Testament 
teaching precisely as I do in order for 
us to have fellowship. But neither may 
we go to the opposite extreme and as
sume that if he believes that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, we may ignore all 
other doctrinal questions. The lines of 
fellowship, while sometimes agonizingly 
difficult to draw, must lie somewhere 
between these two extremes. 

As a hypothetical illustration, let's 
suppose that I become a close personal 
friend of the priest at a small Catholic 
church, and after months of intensive 
study I immerse him and his flock for 
the remission of sins. But it soon be
comes obvious that they remain Catho
lic in many ways. They still believe in 
the_ pope, purgatory, transubstantiation, 
the blessed virgin, and many other dis
tinctive Catholic doctrines. How do we 
regard them? They are baptized be
lievers. But there is such a gulf between 
what they believe and what I believe 
that I could not conscientiously grant 
them "the right hand of fellowship." 

"Difference of Opinion" 
The second question we must ask is: 

does koinonia allow any room for dif
ferences of opinion? 

Sure~) •t must. Though it was not origi
nal with us, our restoration movement 
has often given assent to the plea, 111n 
matters of faith, unity; in matters of 
opinion, liberty; and in all things, 
charity." But how does one distinguish 
between matters of faith and opinion? 
All too often, this has become the 
Achilles heel in our fellowship. All too 
often, one man's faith is another man's 
opinion, and they go their separate ~~ys. 

But there were differences of opm1on 
in New Testament times. The Jerusalem 

conference reflects the sharp disagree
ments between brethren of Jewish and 
Gentile background. Rom. 14 treats dif
ferences of opinion in the Roman church 
over the eating of meat and the ob
servance of special days. Paul counselled 
them to welcome one another without 
disputing over their opinions. "Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother? Or 
you, why do you despise your brother? 
For we shall all stand before the judg
ment seat of God .... So each of us shall 
give account of himself to God" (Rom. 
14:10, 12). Paul's advice in this passage is 
that we are not to be offended because a 
brother holds opinions different from 
ours, neither are we to be offensive and 
flaunt our liberty in such a way as to 
cause a brother to stumble and sin. 

And there were differences of opinion 
among brethren in the earlier days of 
our restoration movement in America. 
When leaders of the two independent 
restoration movements met at Lexington, 
KY., over the weekend of Jan. 1, 1832, 
there were many differences of opinion 
among them. These differences involved 
such questions as the relationship of 
Father and Son, the importance of bap
tism, and weekly communion. How 
could they give one another the "right 
hand of fellowship" in the face of such 
differences? The answer seems to be 
that they accepted a much broader area 
of "opinion," where diversity and toler
ance was possible, than we tJo today. 

As Raccoon John Smith put it, "We 
should always allow to others that whicJ.. 
we claim for ourselves-the right of pri
vate judgment. If either Christians or Re
formers have erroneous opinions, they 
never can injure any person, provided 
we all have prudence enough to keep 
them to ourselves." 

Today a different spirit seems to per
vade our brotherhood. There seems to 
be so little room for any diversity of 
opinion, so little tolerance for different 
v1ews, so little freedom even to go 
"back to the Bible" to reexamine its 
teaching. Instead of an open book, we 
seem to have closed minds to any 
opinions other than our own. 

The concluding article in this series 
will raise two more questions: does 
conscience affect our fellowship, and 
are there degrees of fellowship? 
-Abilene Christian University 

-o---

Do Yourself a Favor-Forgive 
DALE R. WELLS 

For if you forgive men when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But if you do not for
give men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins" (Matthew 6:14, 
15). 

Who benefits most from your forgive
ness? 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Instilling New Life • Old Bones 1n 
MIKE COPS 

You remember Jerry, don't you? Silly question-of course 
you do! Everyone remembers him. But where has ol' jerry 
been lately? For nine years he and his family attended ser
vices every time the doors were open. He taught a Bible class 
for several years, and his wife always helped in the nursery. 
jerry worked with the teenagers, set up Bible studies, and 
occasionally led singing. In fact, some felt sure he would 
eventually be asked to serve as an elder. 

But gradually he and his family started dwindling in their 
activity. First he asked to quit teaching. Then they did not 
come quite as regularly. And now no one has seen 
Jerry's family for quite a \Vhile. No excuses, no explana~ions, 
nothing! 

Jerry is a classic case of burnout. You know him, don't 
you? Oh, his name may not be Jerry, and the details may 
vary, but you know someone like this. The number is legion 
of people who have over the years let their burning coal of 
commitment go out. They have become tired, bored, angry, 
burned-out. 

How do we deal with people who are headed in jerry's 
direction? How can we put "new life in old bones"? Prob
ably the most popular solution today is the Robert Schuller 
shot of adrenaline. Just get people enthused! Lecture Sunday 
after Sunday on positive thinking. Make worship services like 
a high school pep rally. Send the members periodically to 
something big like a workshop, seminar, or lectureship (all of 
which are valuable in their proper place). 

But what happens when the adrenaline level returns to 
normal? When positive thinking wears thin? When life is back 
to the mundane? We are back to Jerry. While this type of 
enthusiasm and a pep rally spirit may keep people pumped 
up for a while, they offer no real, on-going program for re
newal in the church. 

A better solution would be the paradigm of Hebrews. In a 
lot of ways this great book is an enigma. We do not know 
the identity of the author. Origen's oft-quoted line that "only 
God knows" who wrote the epistle is about the best we can 
do. Nor do we know when or from where he wrote it. Then 
again, we are not sure to whom it was written. Tradition has 
attributed it to "Hebrews," thinking no one else could under
stand the intricate use of the Old Testament. 

But while we are not sure of the audience's identity, we do 
know quite a bit about their spiritual situation. They had 
begun their Christian life with an undying zeal, willing to 

undergo insults, persecution, and ·the confiscation of their 
property for the name of Christ. But somewhere along the 
line that zeal had waned. They could now better be described 
as people on a long pilgrimage with "feeble arms and weak 
knees." Their greatest need now was endurance, as the author 
felt they might not complete their Christian journey. In other 
words, this was a whole congregation of Jerrysl And in re
sponse, the author offers this "word of exhortation." 

How did he see fit to deal with tired (and maybe bored) 
Christians? Of course, we know he relied heavily upon the 
Old Testament. What the Holy Spirit had said in earlier days 
had a great message for his audience too. 

But there is a core around which all the Old Testament 
texts, all the themes, and all the exhortations and warnings of 
Hebrews revolve. That core is jesus. The author's method of 
infusing "new life in old bones" was to refocus the church's 
attention on the exalted Christ. Twice he plainly exhorted 
them to fix their eyes (or thoughts) on Jesus. Note the many 
titles the writer uses of jesus: high priest, son, Christ, Lord, 
mediator, pioneer, perfecter, forerunner, apostle, surely, heir, 
minister, shepherd, and source. 

Since Christ is the central focus of Hebrews, 1:1-4 becomes 
a very potent paragraph (one long, beautifully constructed 
sentence in the original language)-perhaps the theological 
foundation for the whole book. It immediately points to 
Jesus as the final and authoritative word of God. He is~ the 
creator, sustainer, and heir of the universe. He radiates God's 
glory and perfectly portrays God's essential nature. He is the 
one who made forgiveness of sins possible. And when he had 
finished this task, he "sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven." 

These final words are repeated three times later in the book. 
The fact that jesus is permanently seated in heaven is signifi
cant for a wavering congregation which needs some stability. 

Now back to jerry. The Hebrews' pattern for keeping him 
from drifting away is to refocus his attention on the exalted 
Lord. The particular distractions which may thwart Jerry's 
Christian journey may have changed some from the time of 
the writing of Hebrews; but the solution has not! There is a 
permanent assurance and stability found in Christ that no 
system of enthusiasm or positive thinking can offer. Let us 
too, then, "fix our eyes on Jesus." 

117 Silva Terra Dr., Wilmington, NC 28403 

5 [133] 



The Danger of Legalism 
GAYLORD COOK 

Seemi11gly, the temptation to label and classify is so strong 
that most of us cannot resist it. On every hand, in so many 
phases of our lives we find this to be true. Sadly, it is no less 
true in the church. Such pejoratives as 11anti," "progressive," 
11 legalist," and "liberal" are thrown around far too loosely. 
Rarely do we find that one is attempting to build another's 
reputation or image! when he uses such words. In common 
usage such terms are hazily defined, if indeed they are de
fined at all: 

Liberalism is a real danger to the cause of Christ. So is 
legalism! Yet the vast majority of those who are labeled as 
liberals are really not liberals at all. Likewise, many are 
labeled by their detractors as legalists whe~ they are not 
legalists in any sense of the true meaning of that term. 

Legalism as it is used in this study refers to one who seeks 
to justify himself before God ·by law or rule keeping. One 
is not a legalist because he seeks to obey every command of 
God. Nor is one a legalist because he believes in the validity 
of law, jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
Surely, no one would seek to prohibit that which is described 
by Jesus as a necessary result of loving him. An individual 
can stand firmly for God's will, even strictly interpret the 
word, do all in his power to be always obedient to the com
mands of our Lord and still not be a legalist. It is when he 
falls into the trap of thinking that his rule keeping will result 
in his salvation that he begins to think as a legalist. It is when 
one forgets or rejects the fact that 11by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is· the . gift of 

· God: not of works, lest any man should boast" that he be
comes a legalist. 

This is the danger being spoken of when it is affirmed here 
that legalism is a grave danger to the church today, even as it 
was in the first century. 

In the first generation of Christianity, legalism made a con
centrated effort to take over the faith. In the Roman province 
of Galatia legalists had told the Gentile Christians that one 
could not be a Christian .unless he kept the ceremonial law 
exemplified in circumcision. Paul warned these people, 
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage." 

The allure of legalism is the temptation to believe that one 
can simplify the problems of living. It leads one to think he 
can accept an external· standard or a set of rules made by 
someone else and avoid the responsibility for making de
cisions. 

Legalistic thinking is dangerous because it does not put 
priority on the go·od of man. Every rule G~d has eve~ ma~e 
for man was designed for his good. Somet1mes changmg Cir
cumstances have changed the conditions the original instruc
tion had been given to correct. The legalist seems never to 
be able to realize this. The law of the Old Testament had 
served its day and purpose well, but Christ had come in ful
fillment of that law. The teachers who would have brought 
the Galatians again under bondage could not grasp that fact. 

Christ had problems with the Pharisees over this very weak-
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ness in their thinking. legalism was by no means the only 
problem Christ had with the Pharisees, but it was one that 
caused much conflict between the Lord and this religious 
party. The Pharisees put a great deal of emphasis on the Sab
bath and had developed many meticulous interpretations of 
the laws regarding its observance. Jesus knew and taught that 
the Sabbath law had been made to guarantee man and beast 
a day of rest against the oppression of his master. He said, 
"The sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath." 
Christ realized the purpose of· the sabbath, knowing that it 
was not an ·end within itself, but was intended for the good 
of man. The Pharisees were so literal in their zeal for the law, 
they put the letter of the law above the good of man. That is 
the danger of legalism. 

As good as it was, the Old Testament law was pre-Christian. 
It was designed to prepare its followers for the freedom, and 
respqnsibility that were to come with faith. Paul had preached 
freedom and liberty to those to whom he carried the 
gospel. Since the beginning there have been those who just 
cannot abide freedom. As soon as one set of rules has bee., 
cast off some are tempted to make new sets of rules for 
people to obey. Christianity is not a set of rules. It is a mature 
faith that does not need rules because it is governed by 
love. Legalism is sub-Christian because it focuses on laws and 
ignores the person for whom Christ died. 

A third danger of legalism is its tendency to make the gos
pel a new law. The gospel is the good news of salvation in 
jesus Christ. Let it be clear that Christianity has the highest 
ethical standard of any system ever developed. It is not a 
question of whether we are to obey the will of God: Cer
tainly, the Christian will live at the highest level of wh1ch he 
is capable. But it is not response to a system of law. Rather it 
is in response to a system of faith. 

Many have wondered why the New Testament has not 
been more specific about a lot of matters. The fact that it has 
not means that every age can be trusted to deal with the 
problem of is own day rather than being hampered by regu
lations drawn for an earlier day that no longer are adequate. 
Man, especially the one who tends to legalistic thinking, would 
have done it differently. God knew better, as always. Legalism 
offers a comfortable way for people to coerce unity, for a 
while. But then it breaks apart because people have con
sciences and the ability to think for themselves. This is the 
reason creeds have never worked. Surely, we who have al
ways disdained creeds should understand this principle. 

Letting· tradition, which is not of itself bad, become legalism 
is always a danger. In religion, the past has always been im
portant. From the pa~t we have our traditions, whether it be 
oral or written, which point us to the way God or his people 
have operated in the past. By these traditions we are called to 
faithfulness and obedience to God. However, there is always a 
subtle temptation to allow our traditions to become laws. It 
is when a tradition becomes a man-made law, unrecognized 
as such, that tradition becomes legali~m and a danger to the 
very cause of Christ. 

Care should be taken _not to conclude that everyone who 
fails to agree with some new idea we have is a legalist. As in 
other areas, it is not our province to judge who is or is not 
a legalist. Let God take care of that! In our own thinking and 
judgment, however, let us not fall into the trap of legalism. 
It is a lethal danger! 

723 Gibner D~., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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Lay Up Treasures in Heaven (1) 

I asked a friend to tell me about the 
secrets of spiritual growth. He replied, 
11Why it is just like any other sort of 
growth. You eat right, you get proper 
exercise, and you avoid crippling 
diseases." I think you can see that were 
I called to preach I already have the 
three points for my sermon, and all I 
would need would be a poem with 
those points to make the sermon com
plete. 

Desire 
When Jesus found the paralyzed man 

who had been at the pool of Bethesda 
thirty-eight years, his question to the 
man was, "Do you want to be well?" 
(Jn. 5:6). Though it might seem that any
one sick would want to be well, it is not 
really so. After a while one convinces 
himself that his malady is permanent; 
he will never be different. We also do 
that with our lack of spirituality! We 
convince ourselves that great spiritual 
heights are for others who are saint
like characters; but we ourselves will 
probably never be greatly different from 
what we are now. With our abilities, our 
opportunities, and our temptations to 
conform to the world, we will never 
be really spiritual. 

Jesus' question, then, becomes a cru
cial one. Do you want to grow spiritual
ly? I am impressed with how much in 
the Gospel hangs on personal desire. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness for they shall be 
filled" (Mt. 5:6). The invitation is, "Let 
him who is thirsty come to waters" (Is. 
55:1). "He that is thirsty, let him come to 
take of the waters of life without cost" 
(Rev. 22:17). It is easy to say, "Yes, I do 
want spirituality!" But it is also easy to 
find, as the rich young ruler did, that 
when confronted with the price of it, I 
do not want to pay the price. Oh, I 
would not openly admit it. I may fool 
myself and not admit it even to myself, 
but I may find that I do not want to pay 
the price. 

1 think we have to reckon with the 
fact that there are people like Demus 
who, rather than being thirsty for spir
ituality, are in love with this present 
world! With one's not bein~ thirsty, the 
Kingdom never gets moved up into the 
first place where the Lord put it. 

1 would that we knew how to make 
people thirsty! 

Study 
Mindful of the admonition "Desire the 

spiritual milk that you may grow there
by" (2 Pet. 2:1), I am always inclined to 
talk about the need of feeding on God's 
word as a mean of growth. One cannot 
grow spiritually apart from growth in 
knowledge of God's word. Indeed, you 
do have to keep on eating right through
out life if you want to grow spiritually! 

JACK LEWIS 

The word "disciple" means 11pupil" or 
"student." We are learning to live from 
the master teacher. I cannot afford to 
shortchange Bible study! I am alarmed 
at the exodus I see in the congregations 
before the Bible study period begins. 

There is nothing that can displace the 
study of God's word in the growth pro
gram of a Christian. You can give the 
baby the pacifier for a little while, but 
if you do not soon give him the real 
thing you will hear from him. And if you 
continue to deny him, he will wither up 
and die. The Christian can be fed on 
pep talks for a little while. It is all too 
easy for those of us who teach to con
fuse making pep talks with true teach
ing of God's word. People can listen to 
us week after week without growing. 

In the store you can buy milk with 
only two percent butterfat. You can 
drink it, it satisfies your appetite, but 
you will not gain any weight. I saw a 
television show last week which played 
up a new weight control device to be 
attached to nerves in your ear that con
veyed the message to your stomach that 
you have already eaten and you are not 
hungry any more. You can pump a per
son up with a pep talk, but there is no 
spiritual growth apart from growth_ in 
knowledge and understanding of God's 
word. If a person is not fed on God's 
word, he will develop spiritual anemia. 
If his true knowledge is not continuing 
to grow, he will become complacent, 
negligent, and indifferent to his spiritual 
well-being. To grow you have to eat. 
right. 

Exercise 
I will center the remainder of my time 

on the second item in the list of needed 
things-get proper exercise. I want to 
put that theme in terms of investment. 
We are all interested in knowing where 
to put our money for the best use of it 
where inflation will not erode it away. 
We have money market certificates, our 
IRA's, and our retirement funds. Some 
would say put your investment in stocks 
and bonds, some in insurance, and 
others in real estate. Whatever the real 
answer should be, the one certain thing 
is that I only have a vital interest in the 
type of investments where I have some 
money at stake. 

A year or two back the papers were 
full of the financial crunch on Chrsyler 
Corporation. While I was sympathetic 
with the people about to lose their live
lihood and with the investors about to 
lose their money, Chrysler's fate did not 
really concern me. I do not drive their 
cars I do not have any money in their 
stoc'k. On the other hand, if one is talk
ing about a crisis in the Harding Gradu
ate School, there I have a stake. There I 
have put thirty years of my life, and 

from there I derive my daily bread. To 
have a concern about spiritual matters, 
you have to have an investment in spiri
tual things. You have to have something 
at stake. 

One can argue over whether the egg 
or the chicken came first; and one also 
can argue over whether good deeds 
come from the spiritual man or whether 
good deeds contribute to making a man 
spiritual. At this time I would like to 
take the second of these alternatives 
and argue that spiritual growth comes 
from investment of time, ability, and en
ergy in spiritual matters. I believe there 
is a pump priming process to get a per
son off of spiritual dead center-out of 
spiritual stagnation. Where can one put 
his spiritual treasure where time will 
not erode it away? I believe that spir
itual indifference in part is due to having 
so little invested that spiritual matters 
are just not where one's treasure is. 
Jesus gave the great truth, "Where your 
treasure is, there you heart will be also." 
What you give your life to is where your 
treasure is going tal be. 

An ancient philosopher said, "Choose 
the best life and familiarity with it will 
make it pleasant." That should remind 
you to choose what you should and do 
it until you enjoy it. Though there i~ no 
infallibility in the sayings of the anc1ent 
rabbis, they had many valuable insights 
into life. They insisted that if a man 
could not do a good deed from a proper 
motive, he should do the deed anyway 
and perhaps the right motive would 
come. Spiritual growth comes through 
doing the things spiritual people ought 
to be doing. If you want to grow, then 
get at doing the things that make for 
growth. 

Most of us are probably not able in 
one commitment to invest everything as 
the disciples did wh~n Jesus said! "Come 
after me and I will make you f1shers of 
men." They left all and followed h~m. 
That was quite an investment! We fmd 
too demanding the statement: "He that 
does not leave all cannot be my dis
ciple." We can~~t bring our~elves .to 
commit all our llvmg as the w1dow d1d. 
We have watered down the demand of 
taking up our cross daily to m~an only 
bearing minor annoyances da1ly. The 
original picture was of the condemned 
man who had cast his lot with the Lord 
and who was forced to carry the imple
ment of his own torture and death to the 
execution place, and of his carrying it in 
order to avoid additional torture should 
he refuse to do it. 

(More next week) 

Harding Graduate School, 1000 Cherry 
Rd., Memphis, Tn. 38117. 
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Some Curiosities 
Oh wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as others see us! 
It was frae monie a blunder free us, 
An' foolish notion. 
What a great truth is contained in 

these words by the poet Robert Burns. 
Rare indeed is the man who possesses 
the same objective view of himself as 
that held by others. I wonder if the same 
thing isn't true of religious groups. If we 
were to look at ourselves through the 
glasses of others what a strange view 
might meet our eyes. let me share with 
you a few of the "curiosities" which are 
or would be seen by others in. the way 
we do things in the churches of Christ. 

(1) Our Apparent Anti-Intellectualism. 
In most areas of life a premium is placed 
on knowledge. Most of us wouldn't rel
ish the idea of the surgeon who cuts on 
us having cheated his way through med. 
school (or even haven't gotten through 
with a C-average). We want a knowl
edgeable attorney or CPA. We desire to 
send our children to good schools and 
reward them when them bring home A's 
on their report cards. In light of all this 
how strange is our attitude toward edu
cation in the church. Sometimes the 
most widely-quoted Biblical "authori
ties" are men who have received little 
formal training or whose training has 
been in some non-textual or even non
theological field such as philosophy or 
secular history. How ironic to listen to 
such voices while giants like Jack and 
le Moine lewis, john Willis, Everett 
Ferguson, Frank Pack and others are 
scarcely given a hearing. How serious is 
our study of the Word? Our friends the 
Southern Baptists each january choose 
one book of the Bible for intensive de-

An Evangelistic Difference 
Why did God send his Son to this 

world? Because he loved us enough to 
make that sacrifice. 

Why was Jesus willing to die for our 
sins? Because he loved us. God loved 
us, so he sent his Son. Jesus loved us, so 
he died. Both sacrifices were made so 
men could be saved. Both were made 
because of love. 

The Bible teaches that souls separated 
from God by sin will be lost eternally if 
not reconciled to God. God's word also 
teaches us that the task of preaching the 
saving message is ours. Paul said, "For 
God who said, let light shine out of 
darkness, made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the I ight of the knowl
edge of the glory of God in the face 
of Christ. But we have this treasure in 
jars of clay .... " A few paragraphs later 
he said, "And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation." 

The early church has left us a mar
velous example of evangelistic en
thusiasm. The apostles preached and 
converted thousands in Jerusalem. When 
the church scattered, they preached 
everywhere they went. In approximately 

8 [136] 

JAMES E. HOWARD 

nomination-wide study and commission 
their best scholars to write and publish 
special studies for that month. Have we 
forgotten that the lord when choosing 
a man for the most crucial task in the 
early church, that of world-wide evan
gelism, selected the best-educated Bibli
cal scholar of his day, the apostle Paul? 

(2) Our Failure to Appreciate the Prin
ciple of Congregational Autonomy. Over 
the years when I have talked to denomi
national preacher friends about the 
structure of churches of Christ 1 have 
generally received the same reaction
how wonderful it would be to function 
in freedom outside the strait jacket of 
hierarchial strictures within the denomi
national structure. Of course this very 
feeling on the part of ja·mes O'Kelly, 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell and 
~arton W. Stone provided a primary 
1~petus for the begmning of the restora
tion movement. How ironic that 
throughout the history of the movement 
men have sought some extra-congrega
tional authority figure to line up behind. 
It may have been a paper, a college, a 
preacher-school lectureship, or some 
dominant brotherhood personality. The 
question was always the same. Whose 
side are you on in this issue? The net 
effect has been to demand conformity 
and create thought-groups and action
groups larger than the local church. The 
other side of the coin was refreshingly 
demonstrated recently in Houston, Texas 
when some forty or fifty congregations 
running the entire theological gamut put 
aside differences and banded together 
to pay off a million dollar moral debt 

-resulting from the demise of Christian 
Home for Aged. Independent congrega-

GLENN F. ROGERS 

thirty years the known world had heard 
the gospel. 

Magnificent! How did they do it? 
Perhaps "How?" is not the right ques
tion. Maybe "Why?" would bring us to 
a clearer understanding of exactly what 
happened. 

Anyone familiar with the brotherhood 
publications knows of the dozens of ar
ticles concerned with evangelism. Many 
of them could be divided into two cate
gories. First the "why aren't we" cate
gory, decrying our lack of involvement, 
and illustrating our decline in member
ship. Second, the "how to" category, 
discussing the many possibilities and 
ideas that exist for effective evangelism 
today. We are happy for such articles 
and believe them to be invaluable. But 
we do see another area sorely in need 
of attention. 

Why did the early church evangelize 
the world? Why should we? The early 
church evangelized the world for two 
basic reasons: (1) they loved God, (2) 
they loved the lost. Our reasons for 
evangelizing the world must be identi-

(Continued on page 12) 

tions banding together in a common 
cause! Campbell and Stone would have 
been proud. 

(3) Our Traditional but Sometimes 
Ineffective Ways of Operating. Just two 
or three examples! How would it look 
to an outsider for the president of a 
multi-million dollar corporation who 
just happens to be the deacon in charge 
of benevolence in a local church to have 
to get the "elders' approval" to write a 
check for ten dollars to buy food for a 
needy family? How would you feel if 
you were that deacon? Oh how about 
the missionary who spends a year's time 
and puts forty thousand miles on a bor
rowed automobile to raise salary for a 
year or two in the mission field? Or how 
about the scores of foreign mission
aries, representing hundreds of thou
sands of dollars, who work thousands of 
miles away totally unsupervised and un
observed by the leaders of the surport
ing congregation? How does it al look 
to others? 

No, I'm not saying that the opinions 
of others should be criteron for the way 
we function. The word of God serves 
that vital function. But, as the poet re
minds us, we might be freed from many 
a blunder by simply seeing ourselves as 
others see us. 
11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 

---o---

A Positive Expectancy To Win 
PAUL EVINS 

This year can be the "year of your 
dreams"; the year of great accomplish
ment. What do you want in the way of 
spiritual, intellectual, social, financial 
and family life achievement? These are 
within reach if you have the positive 
expectancy attitude. Brooks Robinson 
was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame 
last Wednesday. Brooks said, "I wanted 
to be a baseball player . . . It was the 
onlr dream I ever had." Robinson was a 
rea craftsman at third base for 23 years 
with the Baltimore Orioles-winning 16 
Gold Gloves, the Al's Most Valuable 
Player Award in 1964 and helping lead 
the Orioles to the World Championship 
in 1966 and 1970. What do you think 
would have happened if the little Rock 
boy had not dreamed the dreams? 

Our lives hold great promise to bless 
us and bless others, but only if we walk 
close to God. God wants us to be win
ners; he does not sponsor any failures. 
God does not fail; man sometimes fails! 
In our natural world God has set in mo
tion principles of advancement-imagi
nation, desire, belief and enthusiastic 
action. These principles are comple
mentary and effective partners in brmg
ing our dreams to reality. Properly 
applied to your life you will grow spiritu
ally, your family life will prosper and 
other areas of life will improve. A great 
man has said, "God has given us the 
power to perceive, picture, believe, 
struggle for, and attain good things." 
Knowing God, we believe this to be true! 
615 Mclain, Newport, Arkansas 72112 
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Begin Your Teaching With the Love of God 
TOMIJO W. BROWN 

As I began a Bible study with a neighbor wh0 knew little 
of God's Word, she asked, 11How would you start a study with 
a child?" I answered by .telling her about God's love. Most 
of what I said concerned jesus' death, but there are so many 
other evidences of God's love seen in and out of the Bible. I 
am convinced that at the beginning of any Bible study for 
the purpose of converting one to Christ, we should stress 
the love of God for all mankind, with particular emphasis on 
his love for the person with whom we are studying. As the 
study unfolds and we emphasize the blessings we have as a 
result of becoming Christians, and nis love as evidenced in 
the lives of Christians, we will be more able to touch the 
hearts of lost persons. 

There is no way to explain properly God's love so we can 
REALLY grasp how much he cares for us, but there are many 
scriptures that give us glimpses of that wonderful, infinite 
love. 

Being made in God's image is one indication of his love 
(Gen. 1 :26). He did not make anything else in his image. Un
like animals, we have a spirit that is eternal. If we obey him, 
we can have inward peace and happiness while we work here 
with him and for him, and eternal bliss with God in the next 
life. This promise is made only to man. 

After God made the earth, with all its beauties and 
pleasures, he gave it to us (Psalms 115:16). We should feel 
God's love as we enjoy all the blessings we derive from the 
earth. Each season brings new joys and pleasures which de
clare God's glory and care. 

As we consider God's love, we immediately think of his 
Son and his death on the cross (John 3:16). The fact that God 
gave his Son to die for us shows his love in such a perfect 
way that it touches and wins the hearts and minds of sinners 
as nothing else can do. There is much more involved in 
Christ's death than the physical pain, for he bore ALL our 
sins when he was on the cross (I Peter 2:24). This concept 
is too deep for us to understand, but we can know that his 
suffering was much greater than any we might endure. We 
understand agony in some measure if we have lost a loved 
one who is not a C~ristian, but even if it were possible to 
bear the sins of that person, it would not compare with 
Christ's suffering, for he bore ALL the sins of ALL the world. 
We were certainly bought with a price (I Cor. 6:20)! 

God showed his love for us by allowing Christ to be 
tempted as we are (Heb. 4:14). By the gift of Christ and his 
life, and by the fact that he was tempted in all points as we 
are, we can know that Christ understands as we fight against 
temptations and that he can sympathize and forgive when 
we fail. 

We can also know that when we have problems and suffer 
in any manner, Christ knows and understands our pain. He 
must have been in great pain as he wept at the death of 
Lazarus, when he was rejected by many, when he was be
trayed by Judas and denied by Peter, when John the baptizer 
was beheaded. All these and many other instances indicate 
that Jesus suffered as we do, and that we can be assured that 
he knows when and how we hurt. To be able to go to a God . 
who truly understands our pain makes going to him in prayer 
one of our greatest privileges and blessings (Eph. 1 :2). With 
the promise that all things work together for our good (Rom. 
8:28) we should never stay troubled for long. 

God's love and care are clearly shown in Matthew 6:26 as 
Christ tells us that even the sparrows lives are in the will of 
God, and that we are worth more than many sparrows. Again 
in Matthew 6:28-34, Christ explains God's love for us as he 
compares his care for the lilies of the field and his care for 
his children. 

In I Peter 5:7, Peter writes, "Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you." This is an admonition and a 
promise that would be SUCH a help if only we would be wise 
enough to give our cares to him. Only then can we know his 
love in this special way. 

Not only does God show his love and care for us by giving 
his Son, the evidence of his love and care continues as he 
provides every spiritual and physical need, accepts our 
anxieties and cares, and gives us strength as we are tempted. 
In addition to all these, he promises us eternal life if we are 
faithful Christians. 

I am confident that our worl<i of teaching others would be 
easier, and more persons would respond properly to God's 
will if they really understood how much God loves them 
and desires their salvation and happiness. 

112 Lemont Lane, R :#3, Tullahoma, Tn. 37388 

By Inheritance Only or by Conviction Also? 
JAMES W. BALES 

George Lawson well said: ''There are too many, even of the 
professors of the true religion, who have no other reason for 
professing it, but the public profession of it amongst the 
people to whom they belong. Were they inhabitants of 
Greece, they would profess either the Turkish or the Greek 
religion, for the same reason that induces them to be Protes
tants in Great Britain. Beware of thinking that the best re
ligion in the world will save you, if you do not receive the 
truth in love of it, and in love of it not chiefly for your 
fathers' and brethren's sake, but for its own sake, and for the 
sake of its glorious Author." (Lectures on the Whole Book of 
Ruth: To which Are Added, Discourses on the Condition and 
Duty of Unconverted Sinners, on the Sovereignty of Crace in 
the Conversion of Sinners, and, On Means to Be Used in the 
Conversion of Our Neighbours, Edinburgh: Printed by J. 
Ritchie, 1805, p. 41.) 

It is a great blessing to be brought up in the home where 
God, his Word, Christ and his church are honored. Of Timo
thy, Paul said: "having been reminded of the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee; which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother, Eunice; and, I am persuaded, in .thee also." 
" .. from a babe thou hast known the sacred writings which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus." Too many are by inheritance what their 
parents were by conviction. This is not sufficient. Timothy 
not only had a good inheritance but he himself had un
feigned faith and walked according to the Scriptures. 

To avoid a hand-me-down faith, one must: First, study the 
Bible themselves. Prove all things, including the beliefs of 
your ancestors, by the word of God. Saul left the "Jews' 
religion" for "the faith" when he learned better. If our par
ents held to the faith, a study of the Bible will show this, and 
we shall be able to give answer to those who ask us for a 
reason concerning our hope. Second, we must trust in Christ 
and walk according to his word instead of thinking that we 
can get to heaven just because our parents lived for Jesus. 
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Earl Lavender, Via Marcuzzi 12 (C.P. 
62), 33052 Cervignano (UD), Italy: The 
congregation, established four years ago 
in Cervignano, is maturing rapidly in the 
truth. The preaching is now being done 
mostly by young men recently con
verted to our Lord. We are broadcasting 
weekly radio programs throughout most 
of our area of northeastern Italy via pri
vate Fm radio stations. Our present 
broadcasting is free of charge through 
personal friendships with the station 
managers. All preaching during these 
programs is done by Italian evangelists, 
most frequently Otello Pandelfini of 
Forli. We hope to expand our program
ming to the largest station in our area 
which has an estimated 80,000 listerners 
at any given moment. The churches 
throughout Europe are busily preparing 
to participate in 11Strasbourg '83," an 
international meeting of bretllren. 

Reprints of ony lingle page article appearing 
in the Firm Foundation mar be had for $12.00 

per 1000 copies. Orden smaller than 1000 cop· 
fes n6a accepted. 

--
.Note to subscribers: Please give your 

old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588·1982 588-1983 588-1984 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE A VAl LABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds 

101/2'ro - 11'ro - 11 112cro - Interest 
Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Total Issue $1,300,000-Aiready earning interest 

For information or Offering circular contact the Development office of lubbock 
Christian College-(806) 792·3221 Ext. 243 or in Amarillo call (806) 359·4046-
For Texas Residents Only-

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering 
is made by Prospectus only. 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church grow, too! 
See Bow Fast your Money Grows In A Tax•Sbeltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX·SHELTERED, DIDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested Ia 
mol'tl&le cbarcb bonds are curready eai'Dia1 
latere•t at 1Z., to 15.,. 

• No ooa:ualuloa ctaa,..ee 
• lauaedlate aiSd lature taJr beaellta 
• Ycna b:aYcat lor J'OaneU aad b:a 

claarola arowtll, too 
• Ideal plaa to coaalder lor J'Oar 

adalster'e retlremeat 
• Traadc~ J'Oar oJdadq plaa to 

Traet COmpaDJ' or· America, coa1d 
b:acreue J'Oar retlremoat lllcome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT AC:C:OlJNT 

Alter 
Syn. 

IOyn. 
soyn. 
:JOyn. 

$2,000 Javeated Per Year• 
Javeatmeat @ u~ 
$10,000 s 14,378.59 s 

@IS._ 
15,757-75 
48,234.88 

ZS3,1Z9.# 
I,IU,491o4Z 

20,000 40,1Z846 
40,000 168,US.77 
60,000 S81,S7S.37 

*Tile proJectloaa aaed Ia tbetablea above are baaed oa C111'1'eat 
rata, aad are aabject to ebaa1e. 
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~ase ~ad lalonaadoa oa thea 

0 Keo1b Plaa (SeU·employed Retlremeat Plaa) 
D LR.A. (Employe~ persou Retlremeat Plaa) 

N~e ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
Addresa ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
City -------•~:~~tate ZIP----t 

PboaeNo. ----------------------~~------------------------------~~~~ (DaJ') (Nialat) 

Alllllated Maaa1en, lac., P.O. Bo• 7648 
~~o,Tezas79109~48 

1·800·858-4006 (Ia Tezasa 1·800-69Z·~I74) 

1'hla aaaouacemeat Ia aot aa oRerto MU aor a aoDc:ltadoaol 
aa offer to buy tbeae aec:urldea. Tbe oller1D1Ia made by tbe 
Proapectu. 
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TOM COOK RETURNS TO U.S. 

Today the church in Europe 
of its great men. Tom Cook, US Army 
Chaplain who has served in Karl sruhe 
for the past three years w ith his wife 
Nancy, returned to th e USA. Tom Cook 
was not only active but was will ing to 
ri sk his entire future career in the A rmy 
to come to the aid of brethren any place 
in Europe. W hen there was a problem 
concerning our American brethren who 
serve in the US Forces, the cry went up, 
"Ca ll for TOM." Captain Cook has been 
a credit to the US Army and of great 
help to our brethren. Never w illing to 
sacrifice the principles of the res toration 
plea which he holds dear, Tom was 
honored by his superiors fo r a job well 
done. He deserves our praise, thanks 
and admiration. A ll o f the brethren in 
Europe wi ll miss his presence.-Bi l l Mc
Donough, Cari-Benz-Strase 75, 6800 
Mannheim, Germany 

----oi---

Arlie Smith, Caixa Postal 12.1 70, 
ZC-07, Copacabana, Rio de j aneiro, 
Brazi l, January 10, 1983. Maria Andrade, 
40 years old, mother of four was bap
t ized in December. 

HOMECOMING 
AND 

BUILDING 
DEDICATION 

MARCH 6 

KERRVILLE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

All Former Mem bers and Friends 
Are Invited Back! 

Former Preachers Are Speakers 
DAN WOODROOF 

STANLEY BRATCHER 
MORRIS KEMPER 

LEONARD MULLENS 
PAUL HALL 

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR- FORGIVE 

(Continued from page 4) 

Is it the offender? If he has not re
pented, it makes him no d ifference 
whether you've forgiven. If he has, your 
refusa l to forgive doesn't affect the fact 
that God has forgiven him. 

Or is it yourself? Grudges you hold 
take their toll on you emotional ly and 
physically. Forgiveness frees you from 
the consequences of animosity. 

We humans tend to think forgiveness 
is a favor to those wh.o wrong us- a 
favor we may or may not choose to 
grant. In rea l ity, the only one you help 
when you forg ive, or hurt when you do 
not, is yourself. That's true because the 
way God forgives you depends on the 
way you forgive others. 

So, do yourself a favor-forgive. 

309 West Bedford, Dimmitt, TX 79027 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

THE YOKE OF MISSION 
(Continued from page 3) 

down and play silent in any cul ture
especial ly not in a consumer culture. 

To accept the yoke with jesus Christ 
thoughtfu lly leads into adventures of the 
most exciting and demand ing sort. While 
we ponder th is matter sha ll we not re
mem ber that Some One once said, 
" Take MY yoke upon you and learn of 
ME." Can we think of any one better 
than HE with whom to share the yoke of 
mission ? 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, Ca. 
95678 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

Ju ly 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
· September 5, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Br ochure 
JACK P. L EWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Rel ig ion 
1000 Ch erry Rd .• Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901 ·761·1350 901·683·1678 

r ----;; Ye:;.·~~:nti::;s:~:.:;; Bu~:;;-----~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficient i 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Coluntbine P lace, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Needs ~ 
~ (615) 383-2313 
',...... ........ ______ ,_.~._.. ............ _ _............,...__.........,..._._......_.. __ _...._...._...__ ........... _..--.._.._...,_..~ 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of A rts Degree in Bible 
• Financia l Aid Programs Available 
• Credits Transf erable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tu ition 

Write Us : 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence , Alabama 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
(205) 766-6610 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Directo r/ Administrator 

Two Year Full -Time Course No Tu it ion 
Approved fo r VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphas is; Practical Tra ining Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wr ite or Call 

BROW N TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 01own Trai l, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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AN EVANGELISTIC DIFFERENCE 
(Continued from page 8) 

cal, and indeed, only when they are will 
we be successful! Duty is not enough. 
Having th e truth is not enough. On ly an 
undying love for God and his lost chi l
dren w ill be enough to sustain us in a 
li felong ~ffort to save precious souls 
from hell. 

If we reall y love God we w ill be con
cerned with those things he is most 
concerned about. And what might that 
be? Jesus said, "For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save w hat was 
lost . . . the Son, of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life a rans<?n'l for many." He told the 
parables of the lost sheep and lost coin 
to illustrate God's concern. He said, 
" ... there is rejoicing in the presence 
of the <\ngels of God over one sinner 
who repents." Jesus is known as the 
Great Physician, for he came to heal the 
soul 's diseases. 

If we have been saved by the love of 
God, and the love of Jesus, and if we 
love God, how can we not love his still 
lost children? If we love them how can 
we not spend our lives trying to save 
them? Perhaps we do not really believe 
they are lost. Not likely, the Bible is too 
emphatic on that point. " He will pun
ish those who do not know God and do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
Th ey wi ll be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the pres
ence of the Lord and from th e majesty 
of his power." 

Then why aren't members of the 
Lord's church teaching their neighbors 
and friends? Could it possible be that 
we don 't love them enough? Could a 
slight lack of love create in us a t imid
ness, a fear of fai lure and reject ion? Paul 
said, " For God did not give us a spir it of 
timidity, but a spirit o f power, of love 
and of self-d iscipline." We know that 
God says his word will not return unto 
him void, but will accomplish his pur
pose. But we have somehow failed to 
utilize and combine God's power and 
our "spirit of power" to save the lost. 
Again we must ask, w hy? And again the 
haunting possibi lity of our lack of love 
seems most prominent. We have the 
definition of agape memorized. Some
how, though, it just doesn 't seem to be 
carried out in our lives. 

If you were a member of a church 
that wasn't growing and someone asked 
you why, w hat would you say? Answers 
might range from poor leadership, to an 
o lder membership, to changes within 
the community. Granted, these are all 
valid concerns and present specia l prob
lems to a strong evangelistic thrust. But 
they are details that can be overcome 
if a church wants to save the lost. But the 
wanting comes of loving. 

If we love God, if we love the lost, we 
will save souls. 
Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ 85603 

Jimmy Allen, Harding Un iversity, 
Searcy, Arkansas-In places w here I 
preached during 1982, th ere were 433 
restorations and 97 baptisms. My 1983 
schedule is f illed. 
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Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • C~mpus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subj~c.ts 

Joe 0. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding University, Box 839, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

Ma 
. Brecheen/Faulkner 
rr~ In 

Enrichment Person 
Seminar 
1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 

MARCH 4-5-Nashville, TN, (615) 883-6666, Donelson church of Christ, 2706 Old Lebanon 
Road, 37214 

MARCH 25-26-Dearborn Heights, Ml, (313) 278·8120 or (313) 562-0402, Parkside church of 
Christ, 17200 West Outer Drive, 48127 

APRIL 15-16-0dessa, TX, (915) 332-0926, Sixth & Jackson church of Christ, P.O. Box 3307, 
79760 

APRil 29-30-Fort Worth, TX, (817) 281-0773, Richland Hills church of Christ, 6720 N.E. Loop 
820, 76118 

MAY 6·7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 
N.E., 30328 

MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 
Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 

JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shulam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24·25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JUlY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111, Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 . 

FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland--Greece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos-Rhodes--Crete--Santorinl 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

Optional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEENS 

Enzor Tours 
or Carl Brecheen P.O. Box 927 

Brentwood, TN 37027 Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 sao 12·2·82 
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CQ CHRISTIAN AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS 

Many times a week I get to talk with 
Christians over more than half the U.S., 
many of whom are fine gospel preachers 
withi n the brotherhood. I do this 
through amateur radio and the Sunset 
Group. 

in this amateur radio ministry. We are 
in the process of sett ing up a schedule 
on 20 & 40 meters of a Bible study on 
ham radio. 

For more info, check into our 40 or 15 
meter nets or write me: N5COO, David 
A lbert, 2503 Vivian St., Shreveport, LA 
71108. 

The Sunset Gr~up is a ham rad io net. 
We are planning many excit ing th ings 

Schedule of Sunset Group 

TIME GMT DAYS FREQ. ±QRM NET CONTROL 
1400 MWF 7.270 M HZ. Ray NW4L 
0300 M & F Evenings 7.270 MHZ. Ray NW4L & Dave N5COO 
1600 Sat. 21.3 95 Dale KC2PZ 

TIME GMT freq. ±QRM 
20 M. Portion 0100 14.288 MHZ. 
40 M. Po rtion 0130 7.285 MHZ. 
20 M. Port ion 0300 14.288 M HZ. 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

The 1981 Bond Series will pay interest rates equal to the maxi
mum allowable Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan 
Institutions as of March 1 for interest due on April 1 of each year 
and as of September 1 for interest due on October 1 of each year. 
Minimum interest rate paid for the following described bonds 
shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
( formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF SSOO. 

This adverbsement Is ne•ther an otrer to sell nor a sol•~•tat•on to buy ony ot these bonds. 
The oHcring is made only by the Prospectus 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 

... ~ll!'ll!Y1tm 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone- (214) 270-7583 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

OVER $10,000,000 
IN BLDG. FINANCING 

"Th e Aff~liated Way" 

has been arranged for these 
churches of Christ, 

Jan.-Oct. , 1982 

ABILENE, TX. 
(Oak Ridge) 

ABILENE, TX. 
(So. Hlllo) 

ALLEN PARK, MI. 

ATHENS, TX. 
(Robbin• Rd.) 

CHANNAHON, IL 

CLEVELAND, OH. 
(Newburgh) 

CORPUS CHRISTl, TX. 
(South) 

FT. WORTH, TX. 
(Weot Freeway) 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI. 
(Franklin Sl.} 

GRESHAM, OR. 
(Metro) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(Northside) 

HOUSTON, TX. 
(North Woyaldo) 

KANNAPOLIS, N.C. 
(Plymouth Sl.} 

DA LLAS. TX. 
(Mor11ll1) 

FOR FREE INFORMATION 
PHONE TOLL-FREE 

1-800-858-4006 
Texas call: 1-800-692-4174 

KENAI, AK. 
(Nik lokl) 

LITTLETON, CO. 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
(Seven Hlllo) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. 
(Northeoot) 

PHOENIX, AZ. 
(Tetum Blvd.) 

SAVANNAH, GA. 
(Carver Vlllogel 

SEATTLE, WN. 
(Southolde) 

SUN CITY, AZ. 

TEMPE. AZ. 

TROY. TN. 

TUSCON. Al. 
(Minion Valley) 

VERO BEACH, FL 

VERONA. MS. 

WARREN, PA. 

WICHITA, KS. 
(Central) 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
( Cutle Heights) 

"The Cornerstone of 
Church Financing" 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79109-0648 
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BOOKS ..!Jn feview 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT GOD'S 
ANSWERS TO PERSONAL PROBLEMS. 
Carl Pruitt. College Press. 309 p. $13.50 

Some very valuable books are coming 
from College Press. This one should be 
a part of every preacher's library, and 
should be on the shelves of every church 
library. Thirteen of humanity's greatest 
and most prevalent problems are dealt 
with in detail. 

THE COMMUNICATOR'S COMMEN
TARY (Ma.tthew). Myron Augsburger. 
Word. 335 p. $14.95 

A new series of commentaries br vari
ous writers with varied points o view 
is now being offered. This volume on 
Matthew emphasizes the radical claims 
of Jesus and gives nutshell outlines and 
pertinent points that make good mate
rial for discussion. The author's denomi
national point of view is often injected 
and the reader may disagree, but he 
will enjoy many new insights into the 

h f teac ings o jesus. 
---
THE COMMUNICATOR'S COMMEN-
TARY (Gal. Eph. Phil. Col. and Phil.) 
$14.95 

A devotional commentary, fairly liberal 
in its perspective, which relates the 
teachings of the Apostle to the problems 
of everyday life today. 
---

THE PAPERBOOK MARKET 

THE BOOK OF JOB. David Thomas. 
Kregel. 484 p. $4.95 

An expository and homiletical com-

tnentary on the book of Job. A paragraph 
by paragraph study that brings out m
numerallle gems of a scholar from En
gland who approaches the book as a 
study in the human soul. Text is in
cluded, with comments following. 

SECULAR HUMANISM, THREAT AND 
CHALLENGE. Robert Webber. Zonder
van. 137 p. $7.95 

Most books we have read are unrea
sonably biased. This one isn't. It care
fully evaluates secular humanism and 
isn't willing to throw the baby out with 
the bath water. It really is a plea for a 
Christian humanism as a viable alternate 
to secular humanism. He addresses the 
need for the church to get involved in 
the issues of the day rather than leaving 
the arena to non-Christians. 

When sending a book for review in these 
coltimns, please be sure to anclude the price. 

All books reviewed here ma:y be parehued from 
the Firm Foundation Publishing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or less: 10% on orders over $10.00. 

BIBLE' LANDS TOUR 
ONLY$1098 
June 10-17, 1983 

with optional 
Greek Island Cruise 

June 17-24, 1983 

Send.lor:a Brochure 
Tim Matheny 

4810 El Salvador, Houston, TX 77066 
713-893-4411 

.. 
"' 

URGENT NEED! 
MEDICAL DOCTOR TO WORK WITH THE 
CAMEROON CHRISTIAN MOBILE CL;NIC 

CALL OR WRITE: AVERILL' AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2715 N. AVERILL AVENUE, FLINT, MICHIGAN 48506 

PHONE (313) 736-0071 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983·AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 
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LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tho AMEN Ministry wortls with faithful eongregauons of the 
churches of Cllrlll whoso mombefs on military inllallaUons 
worldwide aro waiting to help your loved onos - as thoy Nlvo 
holped wllh tho spiritual and PhYSical needs of thousands of 
others during tho past fivo years. This sorvica is frMI 

Send namo, comploto address. Phono and military Installation, 
and spiritual eondlllon, II known along wilh your namo and ad
dross to: 

{~' 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Wost Monroe, Louisiana 7129t 

Americ:an Military Evugcllzing Nations 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947·5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 1, 1983 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Adve111sln~r in this section $1.50 per line. Deaianed especially to accommodate congregations 

adnrtiain.r meetin.r places, preachers seeklnlr work or congregations aeeklnc preachers. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters De~Jree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks posit1on. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 36SO 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
Bynum Black's Works-1 am anxious to obtain copies 
o any of Bynum Black's writings; especially copies 
of an early 19th Century paper called The Eye Opener 
edited by Bynum Black and W. F. Lemmons. Contact 
Kenneth Black, 211 Capitol Way, Olympia, Wn. 98501, 
Ph. 206-753-8198. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURC~ OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Peraonal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran'& training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 270'1 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harriaon, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OBA.TBA.M. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W, Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
. BA.Y AREA. SCHOOL OF PftEA.CBING 

11300 Dubllll Road 
Plea•autoD, CaUiorula 84S88 

James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala. Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96'146. 

METRO-DENVER A"REA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
DENVER. COLORADO 802.2S 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care stnff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives in friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. .. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :ao5 ID. JlorKSD A.'Ye., 
u.s. 460 Ean Oppoalte K-llart. Office 4'1'1-
un. Bobb7 Wade, MID. 4'1'8-40S8. 
YU.ItiA., ARIZ., 851 W. 28th St. SundaY

tO, 11 a.m. ·a: 6:30 p.m. Ph. 844-3'160 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 

Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and Is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 6S686. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-28tt. 
Some Leaders and Song Writers. lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY: Position O,P.en for Assist
ant Administrator in a Christian Children's Home. 
Salary - Food - Housing - Insurance - Retirement, 
etc. Age range-approximately 3S to SO. Mall resume 
to: B.B.B.F. 3380 Belt line Road, Dallas, Texas 7S234. 
MINISTER NEEDED for small congregation. limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 95338 or 
phone 209 723-1811 after 6:00 p.m. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY--Crowing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~.fb~~\rovided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention John Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Telephone no. 
209·S91-0172 between 9-12 a.m. MTWTF. 
FOR SALE-Used Pulpit and Barclay Commentary 
Sets. Call Bob Jackson (S12) 932-2723. 

A.LA.SKA.. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
The Leesville louisiana Church of Christ is interested 
in hiring a full-time minister. If interested call (318) 
238-1094 or (318) 238·1044 after 6:00 pm, CST. 
Preacher Available-27 years experience. 47 years old, 
married, two children. Former School of Preaching 
teacher, personal work, radio etc. 7 years college at 
Harding and ACU. Write Bob Wille, 2309 Carter Creek, 
Bryan, Texas 77801 or call (713) 822-3141. 
Special person is needed as circuit preacher to assist 
three congregations within 3S mile radius. Rural or 
urban lifestyle. A challenging opportunity. Partial sup
port available. Mature worker desirable. Central Nova 
Scotia area. Apply in writing to Church of Christ, Box 
1193, Truro, N.S. B2N 5H1; or phone 902-758-2633. 

BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT CENTER 
In Upland and Cherry Valley in sunny California. Spe
cial rates for married couples. For Information call 
(714) 845-3194 or write Sunset Haven Homes, 9246 
Avenida Miravilla, Cherry Valley, Ca. 92223. 
SMALL CONGREGATION NEEDS PREACHER. WRITE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, BOX 6SS, WOODSBORO, TX. 
78393 OR CALL J, D. MORE, S12-S43-4S58 OR HOLLIS 
STEVENS S43-4012. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION,· ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-772S (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 7800S. 

Full time preacher needed at the Church 
Brush, Colorado. Please send resume to: 

Brush Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 602 
Brush, Colorado 80723 

Or Call: Gary Vondy at (303) 842-5661 or 
Mike Vondy at (303) 842-2140 

of Christ In 
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Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

A two-:year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 • 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 
Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

lS [143] 



OED 

E 
D 
D 
16 [144] 

19th. Annual 

This will be a power-packed program beginning Friday at 7:30p.m., 
Saturday, and Sunday! Missionary speakers from around the world! 

Special Homecoming of all Webb Chapel former members 
Saturday Noon 

• Free Lodging with Christians 
• Space for All Mission Displays 
• Nursery Provided 
• "Here Am I. Send Me'' period 
• Lunch-Noon Saturday & Sunday 

D 

For a complete 
program write: 
Please write or call to 

Webb Chapel Church of Christ 
13425 Webb Chapel Road 
Dallas. Texas 75234 
(214) 241-0800. 241-3293 
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The Lordship of Jesus 

It could well be that the greatest threat to the unity of 
the church is the coming battle over the lordship of 
Jesus Christ. And that battle is coming. When magazines 
and papers published by our brethren show that many 
do not know where the boundaries of the kingdom are, 
and are willing to extend fellowship to anyone on the 
basis of sincerity and conscientiousness· rather than 
whether they have met God's stated requirements for 
discipleship, a battle is shaping up. 

Jesus is the King. The New Testament is the law. We, 
who, through faith· in jesus, a genuine repudiation of re
bellion in repentance, and an humble submission in 
obedience, have entered the kingdom are its ONlY 
citizens. The territory of the kingdom is our hearts. That's 
where the Throne of jesus is. It was he who said, 11The 
Kingdom of Heaven is within you." 

Every Christian is interested in unity. We are con
cerned with the possibility of the splintering of the body. 
We resent attempts to draw the circle too small, and 
shut out of the kingdom some who have every right to 
be there. Our fussing over methods of doing things often 
causes us to draw those unnecessary and. non-Biblical 
lines. On the other hand, there is always the danger that 
our reaction against the narrowness of legalism and 
anti-ism would cause us to swing to the other extreme 
and throw down the bars to everyone who knows how 
to pronounce jesus. We have seen a number of articles 
recently in liberal magazines which advocate fellowship 
with those who have never obeyed the gospel, and 
whi~h indicate that the writer feels that the gospel plan 
of salvation is not a necessary thing at all, and that sec
tarians who have not obeyed the gospel are brothers. 
The Bible does not teach it. Many are being influenced 
by such false teaching. 

There are two ways in which God deals with people. 
He deals with alien sinners, and he deals with erring chil
dren. He does not deal with them alike and neither 
should we. When one obeys the gospel he becomes a 
child of God. God has no children who have not gone 
through the process of the new birth. Once a child of 
God, always a child of God. One cannot become 11Un
born" again after he has been born into the family. If 
God deals with him differently from that time onward, 
so should we. We deal with erring brothers as God deals 
with e_rring sons. 

May God help us if we forget where the borders of 
the kingdom are. Brethren who would extend fellowship 
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outsid.e those borders are dangerous, and what they 
teach 1s dangerous. 

We have plenty of problems within the family. Not all 
family members do right. Some become prodigal sons. 
But God deals with them as sons and not as bastards. 
So must we. In dealing with .problems of false doctrine 
among brethern we approach the problem as the father 
looked upon the prodigal son. We cannot surrender 
truth in order to have fellowship in the matter at stake. 
Prodigal ways must be forsaken, and through repentance 
the erring can be restored. 

All of the waywardness, and all the sectarian spirit 
among us is attributable to our unwillingness to ac
knowledge Jesus as lord. He is lord only when his rule
governs us. He cannot be lord over those who insist 
upon their own lordship. Our being his servants is a 
voluntary thing that is not forced by Heaven upon any
one. Our thinking is so often clouded by our environ
ment, training, or experience that we find it almost im
possible to let Jesus be lord. 11Speak, lord, thy servant 
heareth; command and I will obey," ought to be our 
attitude .. 

None of us have been given the right to lord it over 
God's heritage, and elders are not the worst offenders 
perhaps. Maybe preachers are. When they try to impose 
their views upon their fellow Christians they dethrone 
jesus and enthrone themselves. They probably don't 
mean to, but they do. It is a teacher's job to communi
cate what the word of the lord says. It is not his job to 
make people do it. That has to come from the yielded 
heart of the hearer. 

Really, the lordship of jesus is at the center of all our 
divisions. If all of us would let him be lord there would 
be no division. But when each popular leader among us 
becomes lord of a group of followers Jesus is no longer 
their lord. 

We are thankful that we are seeing a greater spirit of 
unity than in recent years. If it is unity bought at the 
price of compromise it is not worth what it costs. But if 
it is -unity resulting from our turning loose of our private 
opinions and 11issues" and surrendering to the lordship 
of jesus, that is great. 

We have had tru'th without love. And we have had 
love without truth. Neither acknowledges the lordship 
of jesus. "Speaking the truth in love" does acknowledge 
such lordship. To contend without being contentious is 
a virtue. The way of unity is the way that lets him have 
his way with us. 
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The Lord's Supper: Pane or Prism? 

I remember my great-grandmother's 
house with great vividness. The house 
was large with its spacious rooms and 
tall ceilings. But what I remember most 
about my great-grandmother's house 
was h~r prism. On a table, situated di
rectly m front of the large picture win
~ow, sat a carefully cut prism. When the 
light beamed through the big window 
an~ hit _the prism-magic occurred. The 
wh1te hg~t was magically, wonderfully 
changed mto beautiful colors. Purples, 
reds, blues and all shades in between 
were reflected in the prism. As a child 1 
would spend hours looking at the prism 
from eve~y possible angle, with each 
angle castmg a new color. Light coming 
through one glass pane is bright, white 
but not terribly exciting for a ten yea; 
old. However, when light hits a prism 
and the rainbow-like colors are re
flected, beauty and enchantment are 
created. 

My great-grandmother's prism serves 
quite well as a metaphor for the lord's 
Supper. The lord's Supper is not like a 
plain pane of glass, allowing only one 
color of light to shine through. The 
lord's Supper is like a prism. When 
God's brilliant light and love shine 
through this experience of worship many 
dimensions of meaning are felt and 
many colors of God's love are reflected. 

Lidlt from the Past 
Primarily, the lord's Supper has been 

thought of as a feast of remembrance. 
We frequently call the lord's Supper a 
"memorial feast." Our communion 
tables bear the unforgettable inscription, 
"This do in remembrance of me." Cer
tainly the lord's Supper has this· his
torical dimension. 

When Jesus instituted the lord's Sup
per he was in the process of celebrating 
the Passover. The Passover; a multi
dimensional feast itself, primarily re
called a time when God intervened in 
the history of his people. God brought 
a death curse upon the Egyptians and 
concurrently he brought mercy and life 
to the Israelite households. 

Elided with this event was the great 
exodus through which God led his peo
ple out of Egyptian bondage and into 
newly found freedom. It should be 
understood: the Passover meal not only 
brought remembrance of this past time, 
but it also reenacted the past saving 
event of God. Through the symbolism of 
eating this meal, God's people staged, 
as it were, a dramatic presentation of 
how God acted for his people. During 
the Passover meal the Jews ate roast 
lamb (slain for their deliverance). They 
ate bitter herbs (a reenactment of their 
bitter Egyptian bondage). They ate a 
bowl of stewed fruit (the color of the 

SCOTT COLGLASIER! 

fruit symbolizing the bricks they made 
under Pharoah). They baked and ate the 
unleavened bread (unleavened because 
they ate in a hurry on their way out of 
Egypt). The Passover meal was an ex
penence by which the Jewish people, 
through symbols, reenacted God's de
liverance in times past. 

One significant dimension of the 
lord's Supper is remembrance. However, 
remembrance does not mean merely 
conjuring an imaginary reflection of the 
past. In a more concrete fashion, the 
past is recreated, staged and presented 
through two powerful symbols-bread 
and wine. The bread reenacts the giving 
of his body; the wine recreates the 
shedding of his blood. As Christians we 
remember the past by reenacting the 
great saving event of God in the passion 
of Jesus Christ. The light of God shines 
through the Lord's Supper and rays 
emanating from Calvary shine upon us. 

Light from the Present 
Not only does the lord's Supper re

enact the past Christ event, but there is 
also a present dimension of this moment 
of worship. As God's light shines 
through the communion service we ex
perience a vital common-union with 
Jesus Christ. As we eat bread and drink 
from the cup we experience a dynamic 
participation, a sharmg, with the living 
Christ. Certainly we walk in the reality of 
Christ's presence every moment of our 
lives, but in a unique worship experience 
Christ and Christian are drawn together 
through the lord's Supper. 

In the course of human living we 
enjoy meaningful relationships with sev
eral people. We live our lives in the 
security of a mother's love, a husband's 
warmth or a child's admiration. How
ever, these relationships are enhanced 
by special moments-a birth of a child, 
a Christmas holiday or the marriage of a 
daughter. Through these events, im
portant relationships become even more 
significant. 

As we partake of the lord's Supper we 
experience a special moment, a sharing 
in the deepest possible way with his 
redeeming passion. The lord's Supper is 
a momentous event when we experience 
a unique relational closeness to Jesus 
Christ. It should not go unnoticed that 
to be a disciple means to eat Christ's 
flesh and drink his blood. This is a 
powerful metaphor used to describe in
timate, loyal discipleship. As we eat the 
lord's Supper this powerful metaphor is 
acted out and experienced, thus sealing 
our present participation with Christ. 

Not only do we experience through 
the lord's Supper a common union with 
Christ, but we also experience this unity 
between brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Just as the Passover was eaten in a con
text of community, so also is the lord's 
Supper. As we eat of the same bread and 
drink symbolically from the same cup, 
we affirm a powerful feeling of soli
darity. We were all separated from God 
because of sin. We were all reconciled to 
God by Christ. We all are indwelt by the 
same Spirit. We all gather and eat from 
the same table. Factions, divisions, per
sonality clashes, all melt as we together 
share a common union with Christ and 
with those who have been saved by him. 
It is no coincidence that Paul's most 
extensive discussion of the communion 
is presented in 1 Cor. 11 in a context of 
Christian unity. Thus, in the present 
Christian experience, a powerful unity 
is created at the lord's table-a unity 
which reaches to the heights of Christ's 
throne and a unity which touches our 
fellow Christians. 

Light for the Future 
As God's light shines through the 

prism of the lord's Supper reflections 
from the future also beam upon the 
church. When Jesus instituted the lord's 
Supper he said he would not drink again, 
until he would eat and drink anew in the 
kingdom of God. 

The kingdom of God is an Old Testa
ment phrase which basically means 
God's rule or dominion. The kingdom 
of God comes and is expressed every 
time God's rule and will are accom
plished. At the last Supper, Jesus' refer
ence to the coming kingdom is escha
tological in nature. The Jews held the 
common belief that the new age of 
eternity would be initiated with a Mes
sianic banquet. This belief is reflected 
when Matthew portrays Jesus as compli- 1 

menting a centurion's faith and announc
ing that he would be at the feast of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Even a book 
like II Baruch portrays a celebrative 
feast where the Messiah reigns and the 
mythical enemies of God, leviathan and, 
Behemoth, will be eaten as food. This 
feast of the kingdom is an exciting and 
festive image of victory which jesus 
finds appropriate to describe man's ulti
mate destiny with God. 

When Jesus instituted the lord's Sup
per he utilized this image to relate a 
significant dimension of this act of wor
ship, namely, that we eat the meal in 
anticipation of the future return of Jesus 
Christ. Thrs future dimension is further 
exemplified by Paul's understanding that 
the lord's Supper proclaims Christ "until 
he comes." Furthermore, from writings 
like the Didache we learn that the 
Aramaic expression, Maranatha (trans.: 
Our lord Come) was repeated after the 
eating and drinking at the lord's table. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Our Fragile Fellowship ( 4) 

The preceding article in this series 
raised two questions about fellowship: 
does koinonia demand that we share 
one common faith, and does koinonia 
allow any room for differences ·of opin
ion? There are two more questions that 
must be asked about our fellowship. 
~hese, too, are tough practical ques
tions. Answers are not easy. The writer 
does not presume to have all the an
swers. Rather, he challenges brethren to 
ponder these questions with the hope 
that thoughtful reflection on them may 
help us restore the strong enduring fel
lowship of the early church. 

Conscience 
The first question is: does conscience 

affect our koinonia? 
The answer is yes, it does. Conscience 

does not determine what is right and 
wrong. It is not the standard. But con
sc.ience ~oes limit wh~t one may do 
Without sm. We noted m the preceding 
article that Paul deals in Rom. 14 with 
differences of opinion about foods and 
special days. He appealed to brethren 
~ot to be offended by others' opin
Ions, nor to be offensive in causing 
another to stumble. If my actions cause 
a brother to violate his conscience, I 
hav caused him to sin. "But he who has 
doubts is condemned, if he eats, be
cause he does not act from faith; for 
whatever does not proceed from faith 
is sin" (Rom. 14:23). 

This means that conscience does limit 
how I share (have fellowship) with 
brethren. There are many areas of faith 
a~d practice where my brother and I can 
d1sagree-sometimes about Very im
portant issues-but what he believes 
d~es not force me to violate my con
science. But when Christians act to
gether, as in the corporate worship of 
the congregation, it is easier for dif
ferences of opinion to become questions 
of fellowship. 

For example, two questions that have 
often been debated among us ·are mili
tary service (bearing arms and taking 
life in war) and the number of cups that 
may be used in serving the Lord's supper. 
It would seem that the question of 
military service, taking human life, in
volves moral and ethical questions that 
are far more serious than the . dispute 
about cups. Yet, the cup-question has 
broken the fellowship of the body, 
while the question of military service has 
not. Why the difference? Conscience. 
One can disagree with a brother who 
serves in the military, but this disagree
ment does not force him to violate his 
conscience. The use of cups, on the 
other hand, does test the consciences 
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of those who believe that only one is 
permissible, and the result, unfortunate
ly, has been a rupture in the fellowship. 

Degrees of Fellowship 
The final question to be considered is: 

are there degrees of koinonial 
. If we conceive of fellowship as a 

smgle act, something we give or take, 
the answer would be no, there are not 
degrees of fellowship. One is a high 
school graduate, or he is not. If one 
comes up for membership in the Ro
tary Club, he is voted in, or he is not. 
One is a registered voter in the state 
where he lives, or he is not. And if one 
sees New Testament fellowship in simi
lar terms, there are no degrees. You 
are in fellowship with a brother, or you 
are not. It's as simple as that. 

But if we go back to the New Testa
me~t m~ani_ng of fellowship as "sharing" 
or havmg m common," then obviously 
there are degrees of fellowship. For 
example, when a brother and sister were 
only two and three years old, their par
ents divorced and the children were 
separated and went to live in distant 
cities. The brother and sister had no 
contact with one another for the next 
25 years. The question is: do they have 
anything in common? Any koinonia? 
Yes, of course. They are still children of 
the sar:ne parents. But they don't have as 
much m common as identical twins who 
have spent their entire lives together. 
. The analogy to God's children is ob

vtous. There are people in Africa whose 
culture and way of life is entirely dif
ferent from ours, but they are baptized 
~elievers, members of the Lord's body, 
JUSt as we are. Do we share (have 
koinoni~) anything with them? Of 
course we do. We have obeyed the same 
gospel, we have been born into the 
same family, and we are brothers and 
sisters of theirs. But we don't share as 
much with those African Christians as 
~o two elders in an American congrega
tion who work side-by-side daily 
shepherding the flock. There are, indeed 
degrees of sharing within the body ' 

The example of Paul and Barnabas 
may be instructive here. They travelled 
and worked together for years on the 
first missionary journey. But when they 
were ready to set out again, they dis
agreed about taking John Mark and 
"there arose a sharp contention, so that 
they separated from each other" (Acts 
15:39). Were Paul and Barnabas still in 
fellowship with one another? I hope so! 
Yet, here was a good work, the second 
missionary journey, in which they could 
not share. 

Similarly, there may be times when I 

cannot share with some brother in some 
activity or belief of his But he is still 
my brother, and perhaps there are many 
other ways in which I can continue to 
share (have koinonia) with him. 

Withdraw Fellowship __ 
The New Testament never uses the 

expression "withdraw fellowship." 
Never. It does say that we are "not to 
associate" with an immoral brother (1 
Cor. 5:11). It does say to "mark a 
brother" who causes dissension and 
"avoid him" (Rom. 16:17). It does say 
to "withdraw" from the brother who 
walks disorderly and "have no company 
with him" (2 Thess. 3:6, 14 in ·KJV and 
ASV). Church discipline is necessary, but 
the New Testament never describes this 
discipline as "withdrawing fellowship." 

Alexander Campbell once wrote "We 
choose to speak of Bible things by Bible 
words, because we are always suspicious 
that if the word is not in the Bible the 
idea which it represents is not there" 
("Christian System," p. 1 04). 

Had we applied Campbell's idea to the 
practice of fellowship, perhaps our fel
lowship today would be less strained 
and fragile. The time will come when we 
can "have no company" with a dis
orderly brother, and this is heart
breaking, but perhaps it would be better 
not to think of this as "withdrawing 
fellowship." 

Our fellowship with one another is 
rooted in our acceptance by our Father 
and our common sonship in his family. 
There are degrees of sharing. Christians 
who work together in the same con
gregation and whose love and respect 
grow through everything they share ob
viously have more in common than two 
Christians who have never even seen 
one another. And when the time comes 
that two brethren, like Paul and Barna
~as, can no longer share in some work, 
they should remember that as God's 
children they still have koinonia in 
many ways. 

These articles have not presumed to 
answer all the questions that can be 
asked about fellowship. They are written 
to remind brethren, sadly, that our fel
lowship in the restoration movement 
has indeed been so very fragile. It has 
been a reed shaken in the wind and 
broken. Fellowship in the New Testa
ment church, in contrast, was something 
that was strong and deep and abiding. 
And hopefully, these articles have raisect 
questions that may stimulate the serious 
soul-searching reflection that can lead 
us back to a restoration of genuine New 
Testament fellowship. 
Abilene Christian University 
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Sermon Material-

The Church and the World STEVE WILLIAMS 

In the life of most Christians there being a minor issue, it becomes one of 
exists a conflict between tlie church .and paramount importance. . 
the world. There is a tension, a dualism, In the tourth pla~e,. t~e wathdrawal 
because each goes by different ideals, approach 1~ too ressamastac. It takes too 
alues and standards. Each marches to low of a vaew o the good that can be 

~he b~at of a different drummer. The ac~omplished in the world by the gospel. 
origin of this controversy is found in the Wathdrawal turns the. world over to 
same tension in the life of jesus Christ: s.atan and does not gave t~e forces of 
"You are from below, 1 am from abov~; nghteousness the OPJ?Ortun~ty they de
you are of this world 1 am not of thas serve to effect good m socaety. 
world" (Jn. 8:23). The' same then is true Accommodation 
of the followers of Christ: 11 1f Jou were In the accommodation approach the 
of the world, the world woul love its church accepts the world and its stan
own; but because you are not of the dards. Christianity is reconciled with the 
world . . . therefore the world hates world. When this approach is followed, 
you" (Jn. 15:19). Christians dress no differently, talk no 

In a beautiful prayer near the end of differently, and live no differently from 
his life, jesus again addressed this con- the world. The values and standards of 
flict: "I do not pray that thou shouldst the world are on the whole taken over 
take them out of the world, but that thou by the church. Very often we see this ap
shouldst keep them from the evil one" proach being followed as the American 
(Jn. 17:15). Jesus said Christians are not way of life or system is equated with 
of the world even as he is not of the Christianity. Before the Civil War a 
world; yet, the church has a function preacher's stand on slavery was usually 
in the world: 11As thou didst send me determined by his geographical location. 
into the world, so I have sent them into There were few independent thinkers. 
the world" (Jn. 17:18). Most preachers and churches accepted 

Based upon these teachings of jesus, their culture's values concerning slavery 
how should the Christian relate to the as being that of the Bible. 
world? What possible relationships with There are difficulties with this ap
the world are available and what are proach also. First of all it is impractical. 
their inherent dangers? First, four prob- The standards of the world are not al
lematic approaches will be discussed. ways acceptable to the Christian: 11The 
Then a fifth relationship will be advo- whole world is in the power of the evil 
cated by the writer. one" {1 Jn. 5:19). This approach is too 

Withdrawn optimistic a~out manki~d just as t~e. fi~st 
Some believe the world is so evil that approach, wathdrawal, as too pessamastac. 

Christians should withdraw from the Double Standard 
world and form a separate community I~ t~e douf?le standard approach, !he 
which shields the individual from the Chnstaan realizes that he can not w.ath
temptations of the world. Monks have draw from the world. He also realizes 
withdrawn to a secluded place to es- that he cal'!not accept the sta':ldards. of 
cape the world Other groups -like the the world eather. He resolves thas tensaon 
Amish, the Men~onites, or the Hutterites by making ~i~ Christia!"ity into an other
have withdrawn in a different manner. worldly rellgaon that as only concerned 
In their withdrawal some groups wear about salv.ation. f_rom. sin and &et!ing to 
older style clothes reject electricity, and heaven. Has rellgaon as largely hmated to 
ride only in a-hors~ and buggy. . the church building an~ the 11progral!l" 

What are the problems with the wath- of. the chur~h. It has little. to do ~1th 
drawal approach? In the first place, scaence, busmess, an~ especaally polltacs. 
withdrawal is impossible. In withdraw- Those who follow thas approach can be 
ing from the world, a group creates their heard sayil'!&' 11Jhe c~urch should stay 
own little world which is far from per- out of pohtacs, or Preachers should 
feet It is impossible through withdrawal preach the gospel and leave ---
fro~ the world to escape temptation, for alone." The "blank" can be filled in with 
one is unable to escape self: 11Each per- many thmgs. • • 
son is tempted when he is lured and Leg1slat1ve 
enticed by his own desire" (Jas. 1 :14). Seeing how the double standard ap-

ln the second place, jesus never in- proach limits the gospel to only certain 
tended for the church to withdraw from realms of life, some attempt to apply the 
the world He said 111 do not pray that gospel in all areas of life. This is some
thou sho~ldst tak~ them out of the times done by the legislative approach, 
world" (Jn. 17:15). that is, trying to force the gospel upon 

In the third place, those who with- others. In the early centuries the e~rly 
draw often end up majoring in mino~s. church won conver:ts through. persuasaon 
The identity of the group is found m and example. Durmg the Maddie Ages, 
the fact that they do not do certain however, the cooperation and aid of 
things that others do. These differences civil government was sought and many 
grow in importance so that they become abuses crept into society. Intolerance 
the standard of faithfulness, or who is was commonplace. 
a Christian. Rather than a question like The Protestant Reformation showed 
the wearing of make-up by women little improvement. Martin luther was 

very broadminded and tolerant while he 
was running for his life, but once he 
gained power and was triumphant, the 
persecuted turned into a persecutor. 
Those who disagreed with him were to 
be 11Condemned unheard, and whilst 
they perish by the fire, the faithful ought 
to pursue the evil to its source and bathe 
their hands in the blood of the Catholic 
Bishops, and of the Pope." Calvin was 
little better as evidenced in his efforts 
to obtain the execution of the physician 
and Unitarian Michael Servetus. 

The historical record in America is not 
much better. In New England the mi
nority Puritans enforced their beliefs 
upon others through government power. 
They had a monopoly on public worship, 
financial support from taxation, compul
sory church attendance, and enforced 
respect for the clerical garb. Penalties in
cluded fines, whippings, banishments, 
forced labor, and even hangings. 

The chief problem with the legisla
tive approach is that faith is to be a 
matter of free will, not something that is 
promulgated by force. The legislative 
approach leads to intolerance. The 
church can easily become tyrannical. 
Does this, then, mean that the church 
should not vote against liquor-by-the
drink laws or similar legislation? No, but 
we should not vote in order to enslave 
the non-believer with our religious be
liefs. There are many other good reasons 
to vote against such laws. When alco
holic beverages are sold in a certain 
area, there are more drunk drivers killing 
people. There are losses in the economic 
sector due to absenteeism, lower pro
ductivity, and illness. Alcohol is asso
ciated with mucli crime; it costs citizens 
higher taxes in order to pay for more 
police protection. These are good rea
sons to vote against liquor. Such reasons 
do not spring from intolerance or lead to 
a tyrannical attitude. 

Transformationist 
A better approach to the problem of 

the church and the world is the trans
formationist approach. This approach is 
visible in the life and teachings of jesus 
Christ. He said, 11Vou are the salt of the 
earth" {Mt. 5:13). 11You are the light of 
the world11 {Mt. 5:14). He compared the 
kingdom of heaven to that of leaven in 
a lump which leavens the whole lump, 
that is, good slowly transforms the 
whole. john expressed this view in his
tory in this way: 11The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our 
lord and of his Christ" (Rev. 11 :15). 

In the transformationist approach the 
Christian uses the gospel and the exam
ple of Christ in every realm of society 
to bring about good. The trans!orma
tionist is realistic about sin, but as also 
optimistic about the power of the gospel 
to effect good. One final exaa:n~le of 
how this approach may be seen as m the 
hunger problem. Christians should not 
withdraw as if this problem did not 
exist. Christians should not accommo
date themselves to the world and let the 
world try to solve this problem. We 
should not live by a double standard of 

{Continued on page 11) 
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If You Can't Afford a Psychiatrist 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

In grad school we learned that the only two places in the 
United States that train the classical psychoanalyst are Men
ninger Foundation in Topeka, Kansas, and Otto Rank in New 
York. The going fee for a psychoanalyst before inflation was a 
cool $500.00 per session, a period expending itself from forty
five minutes, rarely exceeding an hour. Now most of us do 
not have this kind of money so we have to live with our 
neurotic behavior! But in all fairness, there are psychiatrists 
and clinical psychologists throughout the land and the world 
who charge no such exorbitant fees. There are therapists in 
clinics or private practice who are most reasonable in this 
arena. Guidance centers, mental health centers and chapters, 
where a sliding fee is the vogue, where one pays whatever 
he is able and still receives sound professional help due to 
state, federal, or other subsidies. One should never shirk 
professional help if he needs it. And the sooner the better. 

It has been mildly to wildly estimated that from 75% to 
90% of all patients in our hospitals are there due to emo
tional and mental causes when in actuality there is not a 
physical thing wrong with them. Medical doctors are making 
referrals to psychiatry by the hour. But there is an area we 
have almost forgotten. And it deals directly with our problem. 
How well have we read our Bibles? I am not going to try to 
take anything from Sigmund Freud which is due him, nor 
even Pavlov's dog; but neither am I willing to give a stranger 
credit where the living God is due! How could Freud recom
mend prayer when he was an atheist and said that God was 
no more than "an exalted father-image"? I shall assert myself 
to say that many cases have been turned over to psycho
analysis when they should have seen their problem through 
the cross of Christ. Psychoanalysis not always merely treats 
maladjustments, but also seeks to reconstruct the client's view 
of life, with often a detest for Christianity in general. No 
surgeon nor even a dentist would do this. 

In many cases, I suggest that there are many arenas, per
haps all, which could be placated by fervent, Holy Spirit 
interceding prayer. I have heard of a case in which there was 
an experiment made to test prayer along side psychotherapy, 
as it is known. College students were the subjects. One half 
the group talked out their difficulties with a psychologist 
over a given period of time at regular intervals, and the other 
group went to be alone with God in a closed room for the 
same period of time, over the identical intervals. The results 
showed that those spending the same amount of time in 
prayer were healthier, made better grades, were happier and 
more well adjusted. Why? Because God invented prayer and 
man invented psychoanalysis. We are pitting the heaveny 
Father against the "Father of Psychoanalytical Theory." This 
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scribe is a Bible major and a Counseling major. He has 
studied under God-fearing Bible professors and Humanistic
oriented Clinical psychologists; he feels qualified to speak 
from either field and make comparisons at will. Freud, for all 
the good he did, was drawing on Darwin and the courageous 
but humble apostle Paul was drawing on jesus Christ. Breuer 
worked with a hysterical girl-Jesus left Legion sitting 
"clothed and in his right mind." 

The apostle Peter admonished, "Casting all your care upon 
him" (1 Pet. 5:7). The thought is the energetic casting of 
James 5:16. In the psychologically oriented volume, Take Off 
Your Mask, one does as much and more in prayer. In prayer 
he has a Helper inside (1 Cor. 3:16-17; et al). And he has an 
intercessor in Heaven (Heb. 7:25). He has a heavenly Father 
whose eyes are fixed upon him (1 Pet. 3:12). His ears are 
open to his prayers (Idem.). 

David, from experi~nce said, "Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee" (Psalms 55:22). Soul
rendering prayer comes before the throne divine for heavenly 
petition which is entirely, amazingly, peacefully, cathartic! 
Ah, prayer is more than psychotherapy, for prayer is talking 
with God himself! And no man can reach higher than this. 
What Christian, what child of God, has not at some point in 
his life, some crisis, some turn of events, been here? We can 
say that the Scriptures are true by speaking from the wells 
of experience. 

Then God can do what no doctor can: fully comprehend 
and understand us immediately. Not over prolonged, ex
pensive, hesistant, often painful, disorganizing sessions with 
an agnostic. God who made us comprehends us. Well did 
james admonish, "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you." When there is genuine mental or emotional illness 
involved, we need the medical profession; but we also need 
the Lord. We need him more than we have ever needed 
him. A God-fearing doctor and a healing heavenly Father 
are a rare, but fantastic team! We need more young Chris
tians to enter the medical field. Don't forget-Jesus was a 
doctor. But let not the field of psychoanalysis rub out the 
Creator of the patient. Much emotional stress and mental 
anguish would have never come about had we been walking 
in the paths of righteousness and continuing instant in prayer. 
Fervent prayer remains the most potent psychotherapy in the 
world-both for reasons psychological and divine. Use it. And 
use it often 

Malachi wrote, jehovah speaking through him, "But unto 
you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings .... " 
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Lay Up Treasures in Heaven (2) 

(Read last week's article first.) 
There are, however, lesser commit

ments that can move us along the way 
toward a greater commitment. A person 
can grow spiritually through attendance 
at worship and association with the 
lord's people. There is growth in asso
ciation, but not much growth in isola
tion. I never raise the question whether 
or not I will be present at a service. I 
need the strength, great or small, that is 
to be obtained. I am alarmed that hardly 
more than half of our people commit 
more than one service a week in their 
spiritual investment. 

There is a growth in soul that comes 
through loving and sacrificial giving of 
money. I am very concerned that we do 
not confuse spiritual growth with rais
ing the sum required for the budget. 1 
am even more concerned that we do not 
measure spirituality by the size of the 
sum we are putting into the collection 
plate or into other charitable causes. 
One can make a contribution of thirty 
t~ousand dollars and still be a spiritual 
p1gmy. The real measure is still given in 
the story of the widow. The rich made 
their large contributions; she con
tributed her two small coins. Can you 
not just see the headlines the next 
morning? "Widow's Contribution Bene
fits the Temple!" Why her coins would 
not buy anything significant; but it was 
all her living. In the Bible spirituality is 
meas.ure~, by .what we keeP., not by what 
we g1ve. A hberal man will be enriched 
and one who waters shall himself be 
watered" (Prov. 11 :25); "God is not un
righteous to forget your labor and love" 
(Heb. 6:1 0). 

If one is going to be a preacher for a 
congregation, he expects to be invited 
by the elders. If he is going to be an 
elder or a deacon, he expects to be in
vited by the congregation. One may 
indicate that he is available to teach a 
class, but teaching also takes some ap
pointment. We sometimes let people 
express their willingness to serve on 
various committees; yet even there also 
some official appointment comes into 
play. In our various planned activities, 
we would like to help you find the sort 
of exercise that will contribute to your 
growth. You ought to commit as big a 
portion of your spiritual investment to 
these activities as you can. 

We are all, however, surrounded by 
opportunities, of spiritual exercise and 
growth that do not require any official 
appointment. One does not have to be 
on a committee or be appointed to visit 
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a sick person in the hospital or do things 
for one at home. One does not need any 
appointment to take a dish of food to 
a person who for any reason could use 
it! One does not have to wait to be told 
to go listen to an aged person who is 
lonely for a listening ear. One does. not 
need to wait for a request to call on a 
bereaved person. That first night after all 
the fanfare has died down and everyone 
has gone back to life as usual, and he is 
alone, the bereaved person would give 
worlds if just one person would spare 
him a few minutes of time. Your ability 
and your opportunity may be with a boy 
or girl who needs some guidance and 
encouragement in growing up. The 
needs and the opportunities are never 
ending. 

Hospitality is a means of spiritual 
growth! The Shunamite woman who pre
pared a room with a table, a lamp, and a 
bed for the prophet w1ien he came by 
was greatly blessed herself by her kind
ness to the prophet. We have tended to 
allow hospitality to degenerate into you 
invite me over, and then I will invite you 
over, and we will offer each other the 
best entertainment. There is not a per
son who enjoys that more than I do! 
Jesus, however, talked about when you 
give a dinner, invite the poor, the lame, 
and the blind who cannot return your 
invitation. Though the pattern of life has 
changed, costs are high and time is hard 
to find, use your home for spiritual 
growth that comes through offering hos
pitality. You do not need to wait until 
someone organizes a hospitality pro
gram. It does not take official acts of the 
leadership. It does not take a fancy 
house and fancy food; it just takes a 
sharing of oneself. Pick out some per
son that is lonely; they are all around 
us. "He that gives a little one a cup of 
cold water in the name of a disciple will 
not lose his reward." Reach out that cup! 
Prime the pump of your spirituality! 
Remember, Jesus said that you cannot 
find life by sparing your self: "He that 
loses his life for my sake will find it." 

We were created in Christ Jesus for 
good works. In all of these and other 
activities it is more blessed to give than 
to receive; and one's own spiritual life 
will be benefitted a great deal more than 
his deed will benefit the receiver of it. 
Though mere house visits were not the 
chief intent of the statement, james did 
say, "Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and the widows in their afflic-

tion and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world" (Js. 1 :27). 

The best spiritual learning and the 
greatest growth in understanding that I 
have experienced, in a life spent in 
search for knowlege, has been at those 
times when I was preparing to teach 
someone else who needed to know. The 
search for the· answers to the questions 
he was asking benefitted my spiritual life 
far more than it did his. The lord in
tended that we grow in that way. "When 
by reason of time you ought to be 
teachers •.. " (Heb. 5:12). A person who 
had been in the church for a long, long 
time once confided to me that in his 
long life as a Christian he did not 
know anyone that he had led to Christ. 
I was sad for him! Sad that this great 
spiritual experience had not been a part 
of his spiritual growth! It does not take 
an official appointment to teach a lost 
person. 

You watched on your television a few 
weeks back when the plane crashed in 
Washington. You saw the by-stander 
when the woman lost her handhold on 
the safety line, pull off his shoes, dive 
into the icy water and save her while 
the officials were busy on the shore. A 
like concern which will not let your lost 
friends and loved ones sink down into 
hell will cause you to make an invest
ment that will ripen into life eternal. 
"He that turns a sinner from the error 
of his way will cover a multitude of sins 
and save a soul from death." This kind 
of investment will make your spiritual 
growth phenomenal. 

A large congregation offers great op
portunities in the pooling of our re
sources; but it also offers great dangers 
of getting lost in the crowd. It is a 
temptation to hire people to do what we 
ought to be doing ourselves; it is a 
temptation to feel that our money can 
relieve us of responsibility for good 
works; it is a temptation to feel that 
someone else in the crowd will take 
care of what we ought to be doing. We 
appreciate the opportunities afforded 
for participation in the organized activi
ties, and, being human, we like the 
recognition of seeing our name on a list, 
of getting mention in the bulletin, of 
being publicly mentioned. But no less 
significant for growth are those things 
done where the left hand does not know 
what the right hand does, so to speak
those things behind the scenes that get 
no notoriety, but which do not go un
noticed by the Father in heaven. It is he 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Christ, Our Passover 
Eating can be a pretty mundane mat

ter, running all the way from munching 
snacks in front of a TV, to feasti ng. 

When we eat, we can ra nge the ex
tremes from just start ing in, as a dog 
does, to pausing to med itate on God as 
the ul timate source of what we are eat
ing, and then giving thanks to him be
fore we partake. In this more thoughtful 
vein we find ourselves in company with 
jesus who gave thanks before he ate. 

Eating can simply be a means of re
plenishing our bod i ly needs, or· it can 
become an occasion to provide the ki nd 
of fellowship which also nourishes the 
soul. This can be elevated all the way 
until it brings a spiritual significance to 
the feast. 

There are two examples of this most 
meaningful ki nd of meal. O ne is the 
chief feast of the Old Testament as ob
served by the jews-the Passover. The 
other is the chief feast of the New 
Testament as observed by Christians
the Lord's Supper. 

Signi ficantly, the latter feast (the 
Lord's Supper) was institu ted as the for
mer (the Passover). Ch rist, who made 
this choice, in so do ing emphasized the 
relationship of both feasts. Parallels are 
thus provided which prove interesting 
and instructive. 

The Passover was designed to help the 
Jews remember the glorious del iverance 
which God provided for them after 400 
years of gall ing bondage. This feast came 
at the cl imax of the confrontation which 
took place between Pharaoh, representa
tive of the supreme earthly power, Egypt 
-and God A lmighty, representing 
heavenly power. Though Pharaoh had 
stubbornly resisted nine overwhelm ing 
plagues sent as punishment by God, 
even he would have to capitulate before 
that dreadful and final plague-death. 

Thus God sent the death angel that 
night to sta lk the land, st riking down 
firstborn Egyptians from Pharaoh's own 
house to the lowest captive in his 
dungeon. Yet not a single Hebrew 
perished in al l that land. Al l were pre
served because of the remarkable pro
vis ion God made fo r them. 

Each househo ld was instructed to 
sacrifice a lamb, one wi thout a blemish. 
The lamb was then to be eaten in their 
house. At the same time the blood be
came a token when' at God' s instruction 
i t was applied at the door to its two 
side posts and to the overhead lenti l. 
Said the Lord, "When I see the blood I 
w ill pass over you," thus giving origin 
to that meaningful expression, Passover. 

Can you imagine the solemn joy that 
welled up as each home so protected 
came through that fearsome night un
scathed? No wonder th is event became 
the t ime from which new years were 
afterwards reckoned by the Jews. 

This passover feast with its slain lamb, 
was kept through successive generations. 
And while its observers real ized its 
memorial nature, few if any had the 
power to perceive i ts pred ictive aspects. 
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It was only when Jesus instituted the 
new feast of the Lord's Supper that this 
ultimate ful fi l lment of the Passover 
began to emerge. 

When Jesus came to the close of his 
earthly ministry-indeed, on the night 
before his death-he met in solemn as
sembly with his Apostles. There, in an 
upper room, he delivered some of his 
last teachings. Then with the Apostles 
he observed the final Passover of sig
ni ficance, and then proceeded to insti
tu te a new supper. This supper from 
the earliest times has been cal led by al l 
Christians the Lord's Supper. 

The new supper which he gave has a 
rare simplicity about it. The aspect of 
food recedes, and the emphasis lingers 
on its spiritual symbolism. Knowing he 
was about to die for his disciples, he 
took bread, then blessed and broke it. 
"Eat," he said. "This bread is my body 
which is given for you." And they ate. 
Then he took a cup, fill ed it w i th the 
fruit of the vine, saying, " This is my 
blood of the covenant which is poured 
out for many unto remission of sins." 
~nd all of them shared wonderingly in 
1t, too. 

What was not then apparent to them 
would soon become clear to al l. The 
Supper was speaking eloquently of his 
death which wou ld take place on the 
morrow. Unknown to Passover ob-

Life After Life 
"Death and taxes." An old saw says 

that these are the two inevitables, the 
only experiences no one can avoid. Even 
taxes can be changed-usual ly in
creased! But none seems able to break 
the chain of dying. Everybody gets sick, 
all of us age, no one escapes the Grim 
Reaper. "Everyone must die once" is the 
un iversal verd ict. 

So the question un iversally troubles 
us: " Is there life after death?" Or, more 
pertinently, " Is there life after life?" 
After the great experience of l iving in 
this world w ith all its love and beauty
is the re something more? Is there 
another existence beyond this one? Or, 
when we come to the end of this life, is 
it merely "out, out brief candle"? Is 
this all there is? 

Of all our human ponderings that may 
well be the ultimate question. Centuries 
before Jesus, Job probed " If a man die, 

.shall he live again?" Given the light that 
he had, the answer seemed to be No. 
"For there is hope for a tree .. . but man 
dies and is laid low; man breathes his 
last, and w here is he?" 

The Final Answer 
It is in the darkness of such foreboding 

questions that the gospel's light shines 
brightest. " Our Savior Christ jesus .. . 
abol ished dea th and brought life and im
mortality to light through the gospel." 
Yes! the good news of Jesus shouts. 
There is l i fe after life-and death. 

servers, the paschal Jamb had long been 
prophesying this very death of God's 
own Son, jesus. As john the Baptizer 
observed, jesus was the lamb of God 
who was given to take away the sins of 
the world. And as the paschal lamb had 
to be w ithou t blemish, so Jesus fu lfi lled 
the type in that he was w i thout the 
blemish of sin. Indeed, since he alone 
was without sin, he was the only one 
who could ever fulfill that type. 

His body, offered on the cross, was 
the supreme sacrifice God was giving the 
world-the righteous for the unrigh
teous. His blood became the means by 
which we were cleansed from sin. Those 
who appropriate that blood are spiritual
ly marked by'it. Paul says that appropria
tion is by baptism, for it is into his 
death that we are baptized. just as those 
who relied on the blood in Egypt were 
spa red physical death, so those who 
rely on the blood of Jesus are de livered 
from an even greater death, the second 
death, which is the eternal death of the 
soul. No wonder Pau l says, " Our pass
over also hath been sacrificed, even 
Christ." 

The Lord' s Supper, wh ich speaks to us 
of jesus as our passover sacri fice, has 
been shared w ith him now for two 
thousand years by fa ithful followers 
every f irst day of every week. 

It is a feast of surpassing joy because, 
like the Passover, i t is a memorial. One 
which commemorates the sacrificial love 
of Christ as he died to save us. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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" But how do you know?" Do we need 
a medium's seance to put us in touch 
wi th departed spiri ts? Can El izabeth 
Kubler-Ross's research prove that people 
still live after th ey die? Can we be sure? 
Why? 

The Christian answers "Of cou rse, we 
can be sure!" And the proof is not some 
flimsy, human inquiry or speculation. 
The val idation is in what happened to 
Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle Pau l wrote to a church : 

For I delivered to you as of f irst im
portance what I also received, th at 
Christ d ied for ou r si ns in accordance 
w ith the scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he appeared .. . 
just as surely as Jesus lived for 33 

years in first-Century Pa lestine, he had 
also been executed by the Roman pro
curator Pontius Pi late. Th is historica l fact 
is corroborated by the non-Christ ian 
writer Taci tus shortly after Nero's reign. 
Jesus d id die! And he was bu ried. No 
doubt about it. 

But he did not stay dead ! The uni
form testimony of his ea rliest fo ll owers 
is that "this Jesus God raised up, and 
of that we are all witnesses." He had in
deed appeared, as Paul related, "to 
Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Preacher Plans 
I thought of using "Preacher Retire

ment" as a title until I remembered that 
I never knew personally a preacher who 
wanted to retire. Unfortunately there 
have been large numbers who have be
come disillusioned and discouraged and 
turned to "secular" employment before 
they were half old enough to "retire " 
It is unfortunate also that too many ha~e 
been forced out of paying pulpits be
cause of the (fallacious-FAR) idea that 
younger men can do a better job. Those 
who have been able to weather the 
storms and indifferences of an incon
siderate brotherhood usually want to 
keep serving with or without pay but 
are involuntarily relegated to a pla~e on 
the shelf, and gradually waste and rust 
away. What a loss to the church, both 
present and future! 

For some years I have advocated a 
"plan" of my own without much suc
cess. (I'll discuss more conventional 
plans in ensuing paragraphs.) My "plan" 
mvolves financial assistance to small 
churches, especially in missionary areas 
that will select a preacher over 60 year~ 
of age. I sometimes call it a "Ministry 
Through the Elderly." "Other things 
being equal," the worth of such men 
vastly exceeds that of young men usually 
"sent out." Maybe one reason why "my" 
plan hasn't found much acceptance is 
that too often when a church hires a 
preacher they want someone with 
enough physical stamina to do all of the 
l~g work. It seems that we are some
times not as concerned as we should be 
about adequate servings of spiritual 
food. An even better plan might be to 
keep the "old men" at home. One ad
vantag~ of "sending them out," how
ever, IS that younger churches need 
them more, and would benefit more, 
than those of us who remain in Zion. A 
good horse should not be turned out to 
pasture merely because his leg power 
has decreased somewhat while his 
knowledge and brain power have con
tinued to increase. Younger men can al
ways render· invaluable service in sup
plementary roles. 

Frequently my conscience bothers me 
when I see us using "church funds" to 
P~Y young_ men to go to school, while 
e1ther passmg by or furnishing only nig
g~rdly_ support to men (especially mis
slonanes) who are already fully pre
p~red, qualified and dedicated. If we fur
mshed adequate support (financial and 
otherwise) to our mature preachers we 
would not have to pay young men to 
study. They would find a way to prepare 
themselves to preach, just as they find 
a way to prepare for careers as ac
countan!s, engineers, doctors, etc. 

But smce we must deal with condi
tions as we find them, instead of con
ditions as we might like for them to be 
the remainder of this article will deai 
with "secular" ways ana means of pro
viding financial security for God's life
time servanls with the venerable and 
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hoary heads. (financial security isn't 
enough, but it is far ahead of the 
nothings that have prevailed in years 
past.) 

To our shame, secular employers for 
many years have devoted time, money, 
and human interest in providing fi
nancial assistance and security for retired 
employees, while we weren't even talk
ing about it. One way for us sluggards 
to make a beginning would be to go to 
the ant, consider her ways, and be wise. 
By and large our preachers are em
ployees, too many being puppet
employees, whether we like to admit it 
or not, or without regard to their legal 
classification. 

It is also to our shame that the govern
ment has usually had to lead the way in 
brotherly kindness and in loving our 
neighbor. (Remember segregation vs. 
integration?) We all clamor for separa
tion of church and state, and rightly so. 
But when the government provides in
direct assistance to the church I think 
it is a mark of poor stewardship not to 
accept our share if there are no strings 
attached. Into this category fall allow
ances for church contributions in com
puting income tax and provisions 
for exempt housing allowances for 
preachers. 

During the past year or so sweeping 
changes have been made in Internal 
Revenue laws liberalizing the tax ad
vantages in all retirement plans. What
ever plan you have had in the past 
probably has new improvements. A dif
ferent plan may now better suit your 
needs. Without knowing your specific 
situation I would not know which 
course you should pursue. It is not with
in the scope of this writing to give a full 
review of all available plans or their 
changes. Hopefully enough highlights 
can be mentioned to be of some help. 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) re
views the validity of tax savings plans, 
but the IRS does not, of course, sell such 
plans. They must be purchased from the 
various sources available in the com
mercial market. 

In past years retirement plans for 
preachers and church employees have 
been administered by insurance com
oanies. The Keogh, or HR1 0, plan has 
been very popular. Insurance com
panies still handle the plan, but it is 
now available through other sources. 
The Keogh plan is available to self
employed taxpayers including self
employed preachers. Annual contribu
tions of 15% of earned income, up to 
$15,000. are tax free. Interest earned on 
these contributions is also tax free cur
rently. You pay tax on these funds when 
you receive payments from the plan dur
ing your retirement years, when you 
are likely to be in a lower tax bracket. 

Other plans are now available. In 
calling some of the better known in
surance companies and agents I have 
found that some of them either do not 
know about newer plans for churches 
and preachers or don't want to get in-

valved. Others (savings and loan com
panies, for example) now sell such 
plans. Options are now open to preach
ers and church employees which are 
not available to any other class of tax
payers. 

Tax sheltered annuities (TSA) adminis
tered by insurance companies are avail
able with or without life insurance 
features. They may be established by 
means of salary reduction arrangements. 
Income taxes are not paid on these 
contributions and earnings thereon until 
retirement years. Your life insurance 
agent can help you and your church set 
up a TSA program. It is governed by 
Sec. 403 (b) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. The TSA must be based upon a 
formal agreement, but it need not follow 
a rigid formula. It can be tailored to fit 
your needs to some degree. Churches 
may maintain a retirement income ac
count which is not required to be ad
ministered by an insurance company. 
Such accounts have essentially the same 
benefits and requirements as the TSA's. 
The general rule for the amount that 
may be excluded from current taxation 
is 20% of includible compensation 
multiplied by the number of years of 
your employment (by your current and 
prior churches). For church employees 
and preachers there is a special "catch
up" exclusion for 1982 and subsequent 
years, which is the lesser of $3,000 or 
your compensation for the year. To be 
eligible for this increased exclusion al
lowance your "includible income" may 
not exceed $17,000. This rule is slightly 
more restrictive for foreign missionaries. 
An additional or optional provision for 
church employees and preachers may 
permit a deduction of $10,000 for one 
year (limited to $40,000 lifetime deduc
tion), but this additional amount may 
not be used in the same year as the 
special catchup election. (IRC section 
415 (c) (8).) 

If your congregation does not partici
pate in a retirement plan of any kind 
you ~ay nevertheless open up one of 
your own-An Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA), in addition to a Keogh 
account if you have one. The IRA is 
available to any gainfully employed per
son. It is not limited to preachers or 
church employees. You may claim an 
income tax deduction for deposits in an 
IRA up to $2,000 per year. You may also 
deduct up to $250 per year for deposits 
in an account for your wife unless she 
is employed and has one of her own. 
You will not pay taxes currently on the 
earnings of your investments in an IRA. 
You will pay taxes on all of these 
amounts when you make retirement 
withdrawals. Penalties apply to early 
withdrawals. 

You have until April 15 to begin or 
amend a retirement plan for 1982. I am 
not in the selling or counseling busi
ness in any way. If you cannot obtain 
adequate advice from your local fi
nancial or tax advisor you might call 
leonard Mullens at (817) 947-5403 or 
write Christian Ministers Association, 
Inc., P. 0. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571. 
Dallas, Texas 
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Austin's Southwest Church 
Schedules lectures 

ing fund, and full time support for evan
gelist is needed. Any congregation or 

individual interested in a mission oppor
tunity may contact me. 

The Southwest church in Austin has 
announced that its Second Annual 
Southwest Lectures w ill be held April 
14-17. The subject w ill be "The Militant 
Church." ~uch areas as Atheism, Calvin
ism, Morality, Premill ennialism and 
Humanism w il l be dealt with. Speakers 
of renown have been invited to delive r 
the lessons. For further information con
tact the church, 8900 M anchaca Rd., 
Austin, Tx. 78745. 

Harold J: Sargent, 344-17th Avenue 
North, Onalaska, Wisconsin 54650: 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Uph~lstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

Three faithful Christian fam ilies are 
sponsoring a Wednesday night open 
Bible study in the town of Brownsville, 
Minnesota. It is our prayer that we may 
be able to establish a church of our 
Lord in this southeastern part of Minne
sota. Prayers, oversight of elders, work-

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES ) 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 

for Preachet·s, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Use this coupon for 
$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 
(615) 588-1982 588-1983 588-1984 8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
• • • and help the church gro~, too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX-SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested in 
mort;:age church bonds a re currently earning 
interest at 12% to 1§%. 

• No coaunl .. lon charaes 
• Immedia te and future taz benellta 
• You lnveat lor youraell and In 

church arowth, too 
• Ideal plan to conalder for your 

mlnlater' a r e tirement 
• TrAJUferrlnl y our e z latinl plan to 

Truat Company of America, could 
lacre.aae your retirement lacome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
$2,000 Invested Per Year• 

After 
5 yrs. 

10 yrs. 
2.0 yrs. 
30 yrs. 

Investment @ 12% 
$10,000 $ 14,~78.59 $ 

@ 15% 
15,757·75 
48,2~4.88 

25~,129.42 

1,12~,491.42 

20,000 40,128.46 
40,000 168,825.77 
60,000 581,575.~7 

*The proJection• IUed in the tables above are ba•ed o n current 
rate•, and are •ubJect to chanse. 

Please send information on the: 

0 Keogh Plan (Self·employed Retirement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persons Retirement Plan) 

Name 

Address 

City ~tate Zip 

Phone No. 
(Day) (NIIbt) 

Affiliated Managers, Inc., P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (In Texas: 1·800·692·4174 ) 

Thi• announcement is not an oHer t o •ell nor a •ollcitation of 
an offer to buy theae •ec:uritte•. The oflerins is made by the 
Proapec:tus. 



THE LORD'S SUPPER: PANE OR PRISM? 
(Continued from page 3) 

The church needs hope. We need to 
see and feel that God is rushing history 
along to a glorious climax. Christ wi ll 
return and his return should be antici
pated by the church. As we eat the 
Lord's Supper, we anticipate the time 
when throughout eternity we w ill enjoy 
fellowship with our Savior j esus Christ 
and enjoy a feast of spiritua l blessings. 

The Lord's Supper is not l ike a pane 
of w indow glass which allows a one 
colored expression of light. God's fo rms 
of worship can not be boxed up and 
labeled that simply. The experience of 
eating and drinking the Lord's Supper is 
deep, mysterious and wi ll never be 
exhausted by one mechani cal interpreta
tion. The Lord's Supper is like a prism. 
The light of God's love shines through, 
casting colors from the past, rays in the 
present and beams for the future. How 
deep and wonderful is the worship of 
God. 
1041 Spruce St., Indianapolis, IN 46203 

THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 5) 

only trying to save their souls and not 
caring for their empty stomachs. Finally 
we should not fo ll ow the legislative ap
proach by pretending that we have all 
the answers to this problem and others 
should listen only to us. The transform a
tionist would by example (e.g. the 
church sending food to Po land) and by 
proclamation of the love of Christ at
tempt to raise the awareness of others 
to the prob lem, realizing all of the time 
that the problem is so big that coopera-

tion among economists, government of
ficials, farmers, business interests, and 
others is necessary to achieve a viable 
solution. While Christians do not have 
all of the answers, we do have some
thing to contribute that is unique and 
special-the message of the love of God 
in Jesus Christ. We should use every op
portunity before us, not only at church, 
but in school, in business, in govern
ment, etc, to share that unique con
tribution. 
102 N. Andrews, Waco, Texas 76706 

CHRIST, OUR PASSOVER 
(Continued f rom page 8) 

"Precious feast, all else surpassing, 
Wondrous love for you and me. 

W hile we feast Christ gently whispers: 
'Do this in my memory.'" 

-Ti llit S. Teddlie 
. The j'?y _of this feast is reinforced by 
1ts pred1ct1ve aspect, for it also confi
dently looks forward to the return of our 
Lord when victorious Christians shall 
reign with him forever. And we can con
line to sing: 

"Redeemed, redeemed, 
Redeemed by the blood of the 

Lamb. 
Redeemed, redeemed, 

His chi ld, and forever I am." 
- William j. Kirkpatrick 

\'-.._.._......_._...._ ........ _....,.._..._..._.....__..._.__. 

t PEWS ... New and Used ~ 
~ Pew Cushions-Pew Refinishing ~ 
[ Write or ca ll for free estimate. [ 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
] JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box <06 ] 
( Waco, TX 76705 817-799·5926 ~ .................... .._..._.. ___ _...._......_.._ ................... ....,..,.. 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
NATION WIDE and NATION WIDE 

Christian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your are a we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION • FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

Sterling Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services , including helping 
you: 
•Locate an available channel 
•Qualify for FCC license 
•Build and equip a station 
•Train your staff 
•Program your station 

The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information, call or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899-9393 

&n;QimG 
SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 
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LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN (2) 
(Continued from page 7) 

we are working to please. We are not 
excused from his service beca~se uno
body is doing it." One can st1ll serve 
him even should things in the congrega
tion go the way one would prefer they 
not go. 

Someone told of a couple who spent 
many years in the mission field in the 
Orient. In their last years they became 
convinced that in their long absence the 
churches that sent them had fo~got~en 
them. As they came home late m hfe, 
on the ship they were sad. However, 
when the ship entered the harbor they 
saw a great welcoming crowd on the 
shore, and ·their spirits were cheered. 
They said "We were wrong, maybe they 
have not' forgotten us after all!" But 
then, they came to real_ize that there was 
a movie star on the sh1p, and the crowd 
had come to welcome the star, not 
them. Again they were very lo~ely and 
sad. The man went back to h1s state
room for a while, and then later came 
out happy. The wife asked ~im, ;;~hat 
happened to you?" He rephed, I JUSt 
remembered that we are not home yet!" 

If you will just keep before you uwe 
are not home yet," yo~ w.ill be. per
suaded to invest heav1ly m spmtual 
growth! 
Harding Graduate School, 1000 Cherry 
Rd., Memphis, TN 38117 

---0>---
Arlie Smith, Caxia Postal 12.170, ZC-

07 Copacabana, 22022 Rio de Janeiro, 
Brasil, Feb. 4, 1983: In January one lady 
and two boys were baptized m Comen
dador Soars. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrectot--8'128 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX '19410 

1-808·'199-&191 

BIBLE' LANDS TOUR 
ONLY$1098 
June 10-17, 1983 

with optional 
Greek -Island Cruise 

June 17-24, 1983 

Send.lor•a Brochure 
Tim Matheny 

4810 El Salvador, Houston, TX 77066 
713-893-4411 
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LIFE AFTER DEATH 
(Continued from page 8) 

brethren at one time . . . Then he ap
peared to James then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me." 

Reliable Evidence 
None of these witnesses can be dis

proved. Take those earliest disciples, the 
twleve. What did they have to gain? If 
they were hallucinating, surely they 
would have reconsidered when faced 
with threats and torture. What would 
they benefit by perjury? Was testifying 
that they had seen their risen Lord going 
to win them an award? Hardly; It won 
them hardships and death. 

Or consider Paul himself. He had 
everything to lose by becoming a fol
lower of jesus. That is precisely what 
happened. He forfeited everything. The 
only. rational explanation for such a 
drastic about-face is that Paul had en
countered some overwhelmingly con
vincing evidence that Jesus was all that 
he claimed to be. For Paul that en
counter had been a personal one of the 
Damascus road. 

We believe that there is life beyond 
the grave because of Jesus. As he once 
said, "Because I live, you will live also." 
Or as Paul expressed it, 11For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive." 

More Questions 
Still our minds naturally bristle with 

questions. "Wily do people keep on 
dying if Jesus has already conquered 
death?" The total victory is still to be 
declared. In effect, Jesus defeated Satan 
by his personal triumph over death, but 
that last mortal enemy is yet to be de
stroyed by Christ's return m glory. 

"What will the resurrection be like? 
Will we have bodies?" 

There will be a continuity between 
our 11 physical body" and our "spiritual 
body." It will be like the relationship 
of a seed when it is planted to the ma
ture plant that springs from it. Jesus 
himself was recognizable after his resur
rection from death. 

But there will also be some big dif
terences in· our "physical" and our 
11spiritual" forms. It will be like the dif
ference between the brilliance of dif
ferent heavenly bodies. The Gospel 
narratives clearly indicate that Jesus' 
post-resurrection state was different from 
his pre-resurrection body. 

"Won't hoping for the future dull us 
to the present? Will we become too 
other-worldly with aTT this talk about life 
after death?" 

Not at all! To the contrary, our future 
hope should spur us to greater service 
for Jesus. "Therefore, my beloved breth
ren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain." 
P.O. Box 66435, Houston, Texas 77266 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683·1678 

EVANGELISM IN PRACTICE 
• Bachelor of Arts Degree in Bible 
• F-inancial Aid Programs Av_ailable 
• Credits Transferable 
• High Standards 
• Low Tuition 

Write Us: 
Office of Admissions 
P.O. Box IBC 
Florence, Alabama 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
(205) 766-6610 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 8, 1983 



COMMENTARY ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

.., -VOLUME 3 -
~s 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Tlf[ 

1 

MJNOII ~, and Haggai Mlto;OIIPIIOI'I'IfTS 
vOl~UL i 
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~ 
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~ 
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VOLUME 4 

~·, ... Zechariah and Malachi ...-·· .. 

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has produced his third and fourth commentaries on The Old Tes
tament. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
_rich .a ~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW . .. Still the same low price $8.95 

VoL I Joel, Amos and Jonah . . ...... .... ......... . .... Ready Now 
Vol. II Hosea, Obadiah and Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ready Now 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commeutnry 011 tbe Mi11o 1' Propbets ... Vol. 3 and ... Vol. 4 @ 8.95 
each 'plus 15o/o for postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/o sales tax.) 

Name·--------------------------------------------------------------

Address; __________________________________________________________ _ 

City·---------------------------------State: _ _____ ....._.ip•-----
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MAEW-83 SET FOR JUNE 23-25 IN INDY 
"The Surrendered Life" is the chal

lenging theme for the 5th annnal Mid
America Evangelism Workshop to be 
held june 23-25 at the Indianapolis Con
vention Center, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Benny Stephens, minister at the North
east Church in Indianapolis and direc
tor for this year's effort, announced that 
the first 18 speakers for the workshop 
have been confirmed This list includes 
Abe Miller, Mack Wayne Craig, Rubel 
Shelly, Gary Bradley, Hugo McCord, Nick 
Young, David Gaylor, Jerry jones, David 
Jones, Boyd Williams, Don Loftis, G. P. 
Holt, Ken Wilson, Jeff Payne, and Rich
ard King.. A complete program and 
sc~~dule of events can be obtained by 

· wntmg Benny Stephens, 5501 East 30th, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46218. 

A. 11'11'11:1 Foundation •ub•eriDtlon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
SCHEDULES FORUM ON ACTS 

Preaching from the Book of Acts is 
the theme that has been chosen for the 
1983 Preachers' Forum at the Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The Forum 
is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
on April 19. This year's Forum will fea
ture Richard Oster, Jerry Jones, and Tom 
Holland. 

For a complete program, contact Dr. 
Bill Flatt, Harding Graduate School of 
Religion, 1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38117. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

URGENT NEED! 
MEDICAL DOCTOR TO WORK WITH THE 
CAMEROON CHRISTIAN MOBILE CLINIC 

CALL OR WRITE: AVERILL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2715 N. AVERILL AVENUE, FLINT, MICHIGAN 48506 

PHONE (313) 736-0071 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-JANUARY 31, 1983-AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-y-ear Intensive trainill!g' program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
~~v.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capitall>istriet of New York- For further 
information--contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DffiECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y.12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tho AMEN Ministry works wltn lalti'IM eongregations of tile 
churches of Cnrlst wl'lose members on mllltary installations 
wortdwlde ant waiting to help your loved ones - as tlley l'lave 
helped with the spiritual and physical needs of thousands of 
others during tile past five years. This service Is rr..1 

Send name, eomplete address. phono and military installation, 
and spiritual condition. II known along with your name and ad
drento: 

(~,, 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe. Louisiana 71291 

AmericaD MIUtary EvaageliziDg Natioaa 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '150 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

Fl RM FOUNDATION-MARCH 8, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to nccommodate congreration.a 

Let uo print tho next memberohip directory ol tho 
Lord'a Church w hero you ' •orship. Speedy aervice, 
reaaonablo price. Send for in!ormntion and Cree 
oamplo directory, Spangler Church Directory Print
In!!' Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
enll (916) g85-5776. 

advertising meeting placu, prC!achers seeking work or conrregation1 seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
GOO N. Rossmore (nt Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair nnd Dale Linge BEAR VALLEY CHURCH • OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Prenching-Peraonal E,•angelism- Missions 
Exceptional Curr iculum !or Women 

0 approved !or V eternn•a training" 
Leonard M. Gray- Director 

I (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmnr. Denver, Co 80227 
FORT H OOD - J(_ILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church o! Christ 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. T erry H a rrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.:r.:t. & G :00 
P.'liiL, Wed. 7:00 P .:r.:t. 
CHATHAJII, N. J .. Fairmo unt and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St .. V.F .W. Hall. 
Sunday clnues, 10:16: Worship, 11 : 00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. VisltoTa Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
. BAV AIUDA SCHOOL OF PRID.ACHING 

11300 DubUu Road 
Plen•nntou, CnUforura 941S.66 

James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Dlreotor 
NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church o! Clirist, 4647 Haunnla Rd., Kapaa , Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER A'REA 
Eng lewood Church o! Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngftold Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Y e llow Pages F o r S ervice Times 

Translation fo r Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hirinst child 
cnre staff. (Christian couples.) Good l)ny and bene
fits. If interested, contnct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, nt P.O. Box 597, Vncaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/ 448-3557 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
ond tests. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club 
and receive speciol lessons on many subjects. For 
Free lnformalion write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St .. lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-wrlto for free 
leather samples nnd prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contoct your re lotives and frie nds. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462·0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and ony Debotes. Woync Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. • 
EVANSVILLE, IND., %205 E. Morgan ATe" 
U.S. 4(10 Ell•t Oppoalte K-lllnrt. Office 477-
5271. Dobby Wade, Jilin. 47'0-405(1. 
YUUA., AIUZ., 0:>1 W . 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a. m . & 6:30 p .m. Ph. 344-3750 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREM ENT 

Anyone desiring • lovely place lor a re tirement home 
would be wise to visi t Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Tobie Rock lokc. This beautiful are• Is economicol, has 
many exciting activit ies nearby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 6S686. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N . "E." 
St . Sundny 9:30 & 10:30 a nd G:OO P.M. W ed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. J olly. Min. 795-231 1. 
MINISTER NEEDED lor small congregation. limited 
salary. Write P.O. Box 392, Mariposa, Calif. 9S338 or 
phone 209 723-181 1 alter 6:00 p.m. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congrcgallon seeks lull-time preacher. Partial 
~u.,!'~~r33~rovided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 46S2, APO 

MIN ISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full lime preacher. Thrce·bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, re fe rences and • taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention /ohn Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Te ephone no. 
209·S91·0172 between 9·12 a.m. MTWTF. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHUROH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or frlonds In i\lnakn. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, A"ncnornge, Alnakn 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
SMALL CONGREGATION NEEDS PREACHER. WRITE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, BOX 6S5, WOODSBORO, TX. 
78393 OR CALL ). D. MORE, 512-S43·4556 OR HOLLIS 
STEVENS 543-40'12. 

Prea~hcr AvailabiC_!-27 years experience. 47 years old, 
marrocd, two choldren. Former School of Preaching 
teacher, personal work, radio e tc. 7 years college at 
Harding and ACU. Write Bob Wille, 2309 Carter Creek, 
Bryan, Texas 77601 o r call (713) 822-3141. 

BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT CENTER 
I~ Upland and Cherry Valley in sunny California. Spe
coal rates for married couples. For information call 
(714) 845 ·3194 or write Sunset Haven Homes 9246 
Avenida Miravilla, Cherry Valley, Ca. 92223. ' 
Attention.: Christian Soci~l Worker with Masters Degree 
on lndovodual and Famoly counseling seeks position. 
Pcrspnal experie nce with roster care in all aspects. 
Desorcs to work with ch ildren and their fomilic s. Mar
ried with two young children. Available Augu'st, 1963 . 
Please call Don Hale a t 504-361-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
I WOULD LIKE FILL- IN AND/O R PART-TIME PREACH
ING O PPORTUN ITIES W ITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
CLYDE F. SMITH, 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 
CALL 915-333-3S16. 
Traveling thru Florida! Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. cast of 1-7S, exit (441) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904·462-3326. 

T el. (213) 463-6352 
WOMAN'S COUNSELOR POSITION: O pening availoble 
lor a mature Christian woman to work with college 
and single adult women in a congregation of 170. 
Position begins )unc 1, 1983. Submit resume and let
ters of recommendation to DcKalb Church of 
Christ, 126 S. Fiflh St., P.O. Box 334, DcKalb, ll 6011S 
p rior to March 31, 1983. 
Retired college English teacher, 62 but not in his 
dotage, 41 years varied teaching experience, desires 
to work with a Texas church, large o r small, preferably 
in the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider other areas. Am skilled in exposi
t ion of scripture, communication, \Vriting, and develop· 
menl or s tudy aids. No hobbies. Virtually self-supported; 
adequate housing Is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Uox 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
Congregation of 150, In Silver City, New Mexico, re
quests applications from Gospel Preachers lor a posi
t ion that will open In July, 63. Send name and address 
only, requesting an apphcatlon package. Mail request 
to: 

Gary L. Perry 
P.O. Oox 2298 
Silver City, New Mexico 88062 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

The 1981 Bond Series will pay interest rates equal to the maxi
mum allowable Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan 
Institutions as of March 1 for interest due on April 1 of each year 
and as of September 1 for interest due on October 1 of each year. 
Mir.imum interest rate paid for the following described bonds 
shall be: 

Maturity Date Minimum Interest 

1990 
1991-1994 

12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter. Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth, Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF SSOO. 

This adverllscmont is nei ther an oiler to sell nor a solicitation to buy any ol these bonds. 
The oHerlng Is made only by the Prospectus 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 Phone - (214) 270-7583 

._-am~ 
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Evening Keynote Speakers / 
Sunday: Neale Pryor (Searcy, Ark.) . .. ............ . ........... .. ..... " Trusting God When Life Makes No Sense" 

Monday: Vernon Ray, Jr. (York, Neb.) .... . ...................... ............. "Trusting God for the Impossible" 

Tuesday: Rubel Shelly (Nashville, Tenn.) . ........... .. .......... .. ...... . ........ ... "Trusting God in Adversity" 

Wednesday: Reuel Lemmons (Austin, Tex.) ................................. . ..... "Trusting God for the Harvest" 

A new addition to the Lectureship is the daily "'Bible Exegesis Forum." The speaker this year is Carroll Osburn. professor of 
New Tes tament , Harding Graduate School of Religion, Memphis, Tenn. This year's Forum isentttlcd "A Theology of Suffering." 
Classes and passages are as follows: 

Monday: Romans 8:28 "The Problem of Evil" 

Tuesday: Heb. 12:1 · 12 "The Moral Issue: Suffering for the Faith." 
Wednesday: John 9:1·6 "The Natural Issue: Physical Calamity." 

There will be a 40-minute lecture followed by 20 minutes of questions from the audience. 

Class Speakers Ladies' Program 
Helen Young (Malibu, Calif.) "Relationships: The Father Factor " Rubel Shelly (Nashville, Tenn.) ..... .. .. "Trusting God's Word" 

David Sampson (Arlington. Tex.) .. ... ......... . . "God's Love "Relationships: The Friendship Factor:: 
and the Old Testament" "Relationships: TI1e Family Factor 

Dan Dozier (Kansas City, Mo.) . . ..... ... "The Disciplined Ufe" Kathie Ray (York, Neb.) "Whatever Happened to the Harvest : 
Don England (Searcy, Ark.) . . .... ""The Relationship of Christian Women in Evangelism" 

Evidences and Faith" Bettye Ray (Rockford, Ill.) ........... . "When Ufe Tumbles in: 
Mike Ireland (Searcy, Ark.) ......... . . ....... . . .. "Parenting" TI1e Christian and Cancer" 
Reuel Lemmons (Austin. Tex.) ....... . .. "Church Leadership" Bev Dowdy (York, Neb.) .. .. . . ... Knowing God: The Ultimate 

Ltberation" 

Annual Fellowship Dinner Speaker 
Norvel Young (Malibu, Calif.) ................................... . . . ........... .... ''I'm Thankful for the Church" 
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JERRY JONES ADDRESSES the 750 people who attended the 
Workshop on Missionary Evangelism at the Ohio Convention 
Center in Columbus. Under the oversight of the elders of the 
Fischinger and Kenny congregation in Columbus, the work
shop was the latest effort of Ohio churches to empha
size world evangelism. The majority of those attending were 
people reached by evangel ism on the state campuses of Ohio 
educational institutions. 

Austin, Texas, March 15, 1983 
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Receiving Christ 

listening to a sermon by a gospel preacher recently, 
we noted that he repeatedly called upon his radio 
listeners to "take jesus as their own personal savior." 

Now, there was nothing wrong with that, because 
jesus is a personal savior to every person whom he saves. 
He saves individually and not en masse. 

But even though the preacher understood what he 
was s~ying, and what he meant, we began to wonder !f 
his hearers did. If they did not, there was no commum
cation and the purpose that prompted the sermon was 
thwarted. 

The church has absorbed so much of the nomen
clature of the sectarian world, and we are so anxious not 
to appear odd to· others, we may well change the think
ing of Christians into unscriptural channels without 
being aware of it. 

We know what happens when people "receive with 
meekness the engrafted word." We understand that 
when one repents, and is baptized, he receives the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, even as they did on the day of Pente
cost. But how do men "receive Christ''? What is involved 
in receiving Christ? 

John begins his gospel by telling us that "as many as 
did receive him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God •.• " We should note that those who did 
not "receive Christ" didn't even have the power to be
come sons _of God. Those who did receive him were 
given the power to become sons. The Word does not 
say that those who "received Christ" were; in and by 
that process, constituted sons. It says that upon receipt 
of Christ they were given the power to become sons. 
Thus "receiving Christ" and becoming sons are two dif
ferent things; the latter dependent upon the former. 

Receiving Christ means something far more actual 
than simply assenting in the mind that there was such a 
man as Jesus Christ, and that he was, really, the Son of 
God. One could read the New Testament through and 
never find a command to "receive Christ." No preacher 
can find Bible support for urging his hearers to "receive 
Christ." We suppose there is nothing wrong with the 
idea, so long as both preachers and hearers clearly 
understand what is meant by the expression. Denomi
national preachers give the thought a non-biblical twist, 
and when we take up the expression we run the risk 
of leaving hearers who do not clearly understand what 
we mean on dangerous ground. 

2 [162] 

If one is going to equate "receiving Jesus" with sal
vation, we must make it perfectly clear that one cannot 
receive jesus without accepting his teaching, his au
thority, his lordship. Obedience to his commandme.nts 
is just as much a part of accepting Jesus as acceptml? 
the idea that he is divine. One doesn't even have the 
power to become a -child of God until he "accepts 
Jesus"-his teachings, his person, his commandments, 
etc. The entire process of total surrender is involved in 
accepting jesus, if by the expression one means accept
ing his saviorhood. 

Receiving Christ in the true sense includes receiving 
the teachings of Christ, and the acceptance of his entire 
scheme for our redemption. He asked, 11Why do ye call 
me lord, lord, when you do not the things which l say1" 

The language of denominationalism is not the lan
guage of the Scriptures. When we speak in their lan
guage they understand in their language, not in ours, and 
not in the language of the Scriptures. No communication 
has taken place when we speak to them in one tongue 
and they understand in another. It is best to use Bible 
terms to express biblical ideas. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC 

The Foundation ·School of Music will conduct its 16th 
annual session june 6-17 at Hensel Memorial Camp near 
Austin. Each year we train about 150 men and. boys in 
the art of leading church music, and at the same time in 
the art of leading people. We have six of the leading 
music teachers in the church to direct the training. We 
have an excellent location in the middle of the big ranch 
country, and excellent facilities. The school lasts for two 
weeks and its effect on the singing of the church is al
ready well known. We need a hundred churches to in
vest $150 in one or more young men and send them 
to the Foundation SchooJ of Music for training. It will be 
the best money you have spent in a long time. Half a 
dozen young men from your young people, sent to this 
training period, could be worth more to you than a 
youth director for a whole year. They will come home 
able to direct your young people as no other can. 

Holland Boring, Sr., directs the school, and is ably 
assisted by Bob Conner, Paul Epps, Tom Chapin, Cecil 
Price and Holland Boring, Jr. For full information write 
Foundation School of Church Music, Box 610, Austin, 
TX 78767. 
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MARK NITZ 

Robert Richardson, the biographer of Alexander Campbell, 
wrote, ''A sect is characterized by a marked stagnation of re
ligious thought. The theological system of each party sur
rounds it with fixed boundaries which afford no outlet to free 
investigation." When people reach the point where they be
lieve they have discovered all truth, that they have everything 
worked out, and that their conclusions are equivalent to 
"truth," surely they have become a sect. 

Surely all would recognize the sectarian. tendencies among 
us (consider Ed Harrell's excellent booklet, "The Emergence of 
the Church of Christ Denomination"). Some cannot bear the 
thought of Christians differing in their opinions, inferences, 
or deductions. Surely it was this uneasiness combined with 
efforts to bring about a conformity in all areas of thinking 
which led denominations to write their creeds. The church 
today is certainly not immune to the efforts of a few to control 
the thinking of the masses. Consider the wrath one incurs for 
questioning a tradition that many have accepted as 11truth" for 
the last century. 

How foreign this is to the noble principles of the restora
tion movement. John A. Williams, the biographer of 11Rac
coon" John Smith, summarized the attitude of the reformers 
in this manner: 11They demanded as a condition of peace that 
there should be freedom in matters of opinion and liberty 
in love, respecting all things not expressly enjoined. While 
faith and obedience was maintained as the proper ground of 
union, they insisted that beyond this nothing should be re
quired one of another; they each should take the scriptures 
alone for his guide; and calling no man master, read and 
interpret for himself." The right of every Christian to read and 
interpret God's word for himself, independent of all others, 
was a basic premise of the movement. Indeed, independent 
Bible study was encouraged and practiced. 

Near the end of the 19th century, brethren began to ques
tion their plea for union because of many differing opinions. 
F. D. Srygley recorded the following timely remarks. 

Because we differ in opinion§ and argue questions 
among ourselves, it does not follow that we are not united 
as Christians on the Bible. We have never proposed or 
desired to unite Christians in any institution that is too 
narrow to allow them to differ in opinion or argue with 
each other. We are in favor of giving everybody room to 
think and liberty to speak for himself. For myself, I am op
posed to any institution that allows no one but the bosses 
and grand moguls to entertain an idea or express an 
opinion (The New Testament Church, p. 193). 

He went on to say, "For the life of me, I can't see that I 
am under any more obligation to agree with Alexander 

Campbell than he is to agree with me. I would never unite 
with him or anybody else on the Bible on any other condi
tion than that I am as free as he to study the Bible ..•. When
ever it comes to human organizations in which no one but 
the framers of doctrinal standards are allowed to do any 
thinking, I beg to be excused." Srygley did not see the prin,. 
ciple of unity as being inconsistent with freedom of thought 
and investigation. "We are united, and the beauty and 
strength of the union is to be found largely in the fact that it 
is a union in Christ wherein everyone is allowed to study the 
Bible and think for himself, without being amenable to ec
clesiastic authorities or doctrinal standards of human make." 

Of course, brethren have always taught the necessity of 
personal Bible study and the need to base our convictions 
upon the word of God alone. How frequently I have heard 
from the pulpit, "Each generation needs to return to the 
original standard, the original source of authority-not merely 
passively accept the conclusions of their parents." We have 
been a people of questioning minds and an independent 
spirit-unwilling to turn over our thinking to a select few. We 
have studiously steered clear of creeds which tend to stifle 
thinking and produce an artificial unity. However, we need 
to be careful lest we only pay "lip service" to independent 
Bible study while in reality we say "if you do not arrive at my 
conclusions in your studies, I can no longer receive you as my 
brother." Men of honesty and integrit;-', who equally desire to 
know the truth and please the Lord sometimes differ as to 
certain inferences, deductions, or issues. 

Realizing this truth, Thomas Campbell wrote, "We dare 
not, therefore, patronize the rejection of God's dear children, 
because they may not be able to see alike in matters of human 
inference-of private opinion; and such we esteem all things 
not expressly revealed and enjoined in the word of God" 
(Declaration and Address). How easy it would be to write a 
creed by which to measure the faithful (there seem to be 
many brethren who would gladly volunteer their services 
in such an endeavor). However, the faithful would not stand 
for such and rightfully so. 

F. D. Srygley apparently perceived some brethren as want
into "shut off ~II investigation and stop all discussion" Jest 
the plea for unity "burst into smithereens." Srygley's response 
should ring in our ears. "The shortest route I know to such 
a crash is to organize us and undertake to compel us all to 
quit thinking and arguing and accept the conclusions and 
carry out the plans of 'leading men and papers,' without the 
liberty to conceive an idea or express an opinion of our own." 

917 Fourth St., Cincinnati, OH 45215 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

PERSON-TO-PERSON-

Are You a Winner? 
CLIFTON ROG~RS 

Can you be assured that faithfulness in living the Christian 
life will result in your professional success and financial 
propsperity? That's being preached by a growing number of 
professed believers in Christ Jesus. Numerous seminars are 
being conducted to convince eager ·students that this is truly 
the route to success. The Lord being your helper, how can 
you be oth~r than a winner? The first person, all-powerful 
Provider really wants you, second person (faithful Christian), 
to be showered with wealth and recognition! One dear 
brother-speaking out against such a simplistic concept
expressed it in these poignant words: 11He (God) will hand 
out merit badges of happiness and money to the faithful 
people." 

The Truly Great 
Servants. In his message and from his life Jesus repeatedly 

set forth heaven's concept of true greatness, of real success. 
His companion disciples, the apostles, found it very difficult 
to grasp "service" as the ultimate in "greatness" (Matt. 20:24-
28)-encompassing even the tasks normally performed by 
slaves Oohn 13:4-17). Power and wealth may or may not 
accrue. Indeed, great people can be found on all economic 
levels, educational plateaus, influence and leadership eleva
tions. 

People of Faith. Let's be reminded of the great faith chapter 
in the New Testament (Heb. 11). The opening verse of the 
next chapter refers to "so great a cloud of witnesses"-i.e., 
those people of faith. We can also think of them as 11a cloud 
of great witnesses." They were great. Read their names
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, jephthah, David, 
Samuel. How well do we know each one? How rich or poor 
was he or she? Ah, "faith" was the key that fit whatever the 
station in life was. We don't even know the names of many 
who lived and served by faith. But jehovah God does. He is 
not only the evaluator-he has set the standard of evaluation 
for all. 

Godliness a Way of Gain 
Great ~ain. "If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and 

consenteth not to sound words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ..... supposing that godliness is a way of gain" 
(1 Tim. 6:3-5) tells us that "godliness is a way of gain" is false 
teaching. Period! But switch the meaning of "gain," as the 
apostle Paul did, and what a marvelous expression of truth 
we do have-" Godliness with contentment is great gain: for 
we brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry 
anything out; but having food and covering we shall be 
therewith content" (v. 6-8). Wealthy! 

Sowing and Reaping. What about the promise found in 
"He that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 
Cor. 9;6). Does this include material blessings? Indeed so. 
Read verses 8 and 10: "God is able to make all grace abound 
unto you; that ·we, having always all sufficiency in everything, 
may abound unto every good work .... And he that supplieth 
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seed to the sower and bread for food, shall supply and multi
ply your seed for sowing, and increase the fruits of your righ
teousness." Believe it. Believe it with all your heart. 

Questions: Is this a set rule for everyone? For everyone 
alike? Has it been determined that every individual who 
serves the Lord faithfully will be blessed with material wealth? 
Is that what we mean when we believe that God blesses 
people who serve him faithfully? 

More Questions: Can everyone handle wealth? Would 
wealth constitute a blessing or a curse for a given person? 
Remember 1 Timothy 6:9, 10-"But they that are minded to 
be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction and per
dition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: 
which some reaching after have been led astray from the 
faith, and have pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows." 

Another question: Will God continue to bless a person 
materially if the use of his/her wealth is for purely selfish 
reasons? Remember 1 Corinthians 9:8, 10-" ... may abound 
unto every good work . . . . increase the fruits of your righ
teousness." How you use your prosperity has much to do with 
future prosperity. Remember also james 4:3-"Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in 
your pleasures." 

Wealth and Greatness. The patriarch job was a great man
and wealthy. He was not great because he was wealthy but 
rather because he was blameless and upright, a man who 
turned away from evil Oob 1 :8). He had not served Jehovah 
so that Jehovah would bless him, or even because jehovah 
had blessed him. His was a service of reverence at•d devotion. 
What a difference there is between serving God so that God's 
material blessings will be showered AND serving God "not 
grudgingly, or of necessity" (2 Cor. 9:7) which results in God's 
blessings being showered upon the humble servant. Truly, 
"Jehovah gave Job twice as much as he had before" Qob 
42:10). 

Let us be warned. How we serve and why we serve relate 
directly to God's promised blessings for us. There are nu
merous readings in the Bible which make clear that-jehovah 
chastises Jl!s people in their unfaithfulness in order to bring 
them to repentance-and that he blesses his people who 
serve him faithfully and joyfully. Perhaps no passage does this 
better than the 58th chapter of Isaiah. The people thought 
themselves to be faithful-and wondered why their Lord was 
displeased with them. Why? Consider Jehovah's explanation 
-and thrill to his glorious promise to the faithful (vs. 13, 14). 

And never forget what true wealth is! Jesus on earth never 
amassed monies and possessions (Matt. 8:20); Peter, nor 
Paul, nor any of the apostles built financial empires. Were 
they great? Influential? Was Dorcas? Can one be faithful and 
rich? Can one be rich and faithful? Yes. Yes. In view of their 
treasures in this life, and in prospect of treasures in heaven, 
we admonish with the apostle Paul: "Charge them that are 
rich in this present world, that they be not highminded, nor 
have their hopes set on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, that they be ready to dis
tribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for them
selves a good foundation against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on the life which is life indeed." Wealth won't 
takes us to heaven; it need not keep us from going to heaven. 
Poverty won't take us to heaven; it need not keep us from 
going to heaven." 
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The Unmarried Preacher 
DAVID TEMPLETON 

A survey of the classified ads in brotherhood publications 
indicates three things that are often mentioned as qualifica
tions for preachers: (1) experience (2) maturity and (3) that he 
be married. This article will consider the single man as full
time preacher, with the problems he encounters in trying to 
locate a full-time preaching work. Some suggestions will also 
be given to single men who have decided to devote their 
lives to preaching the word. 

Most congregations prefer married men as preachers. Each 
church must consider its own needs and problems when seek
ing a man to work with them. The leadership should also be 
aware of the problems the preacher will be faced with in 
working in their congregation. However, it is sometimes dif
ficult for churches to separate local customs from Scripture 
when considering the qualifications of a preacher. Marriage 
is bound in the Bible as a qualification for those who would 
serve as elders and deacons. Being married is never men
tioned in the Bible as a requirement for evangelists. The tra
ditional view of the preacher in most congregations is that he 
is a married man with a family. 

Since more young people are waiting until later in life to 
marry, there has been an increase in the number of single 
Christians. This means that more single men will be seeking 
to enter the full-time ministry. They have been convinced that 
a preachers' shortage exists. Imagine how a man must feel 
after he has devoted two to four years (or longer) of his life 
and several thousand dollars of his own money to prepare for 
the great challenge of preaching the gospel, only to be told 
time and time again that he cannot do the work if he is not 
married. Discouragement is the primary reason most men 
who quit preaching full-time leave the pulpit. 

Has your congregation considered the advantages of hiring 
a single man? Here are some of them: (1) He can devote more 
time to the work, and spend more time with the members 
without the worry of neglecting his family. (2) It is easier for 
the single man to move across the country or around the 
world to do the work of an evangelist. (3) You will find that a 
single man is usually willing to accept a smaller salary than 
one who must support a family. This should encourage many 
of the smaller congregations who believe they cannot af
ford a full-time minister to give a single man a chance to 
begin his work in the ministry. 

Leaders in the Lord's church should not assume that a man 
will commit immoral acts simply because he is not married. 
If you trust the single members of the church to be liv!ng 
morally pure lives, then have the same trust for unmarned 

men who desire to preach. The devil tempts married men 
as well as those who are single. Every preacher should be on 
guard against those situations that would allow rumor to get 
started. References should be checked concerning a man's 
moral integrity whether he is single or married. The single 
man who is sincere in his preaching and who is keeping 
himself unspotted from the world will not be offended when 
references are checked. 

If you are a single man planning to enter the full time 
ministry, consider these suggestions: 

(1) Although many congregations will not consider single 
men, there are those that will give you the opportunity. Keep 
praying and have patience. (2) Be willing to move anywhere 
you are needed. Areas such as the Northeastern United States 
-ue more concerned with finding men willing to locate 
there to preach than they are about his marital status. (3) Re
member that discouragement is one of Satan's greatest tools. 
Every time a church refuses your application because you are 
not married, the devil will tempt you to give up. (4) Prove 
yourself to the brotherhood by doing the work of an eva~
gelist and by keeping yourself unspotted from the world. Dis
cipline yourself for the purpose of Godliness. Treat the mem
bers of the congregation in the way that Paul commanded 
Timothy-the older men as fathers, the younger women as 
sisters the older women as mothers, and the younger men as 
broth~rs. Be the right example in speech, conduct, love, faith, 
and purity. Paul commanded all of these things to the young 
preacher Timothy, but we are never told whether he was 
single or married. Preaching the word and living what one 
preaches are more important to the Lord than a man's ma~ital 
status. (5) Remember that doing the work of a preacher m a 
small congregation is just as important to the lord as preach
ing for one with two thousand members. If you have 
truly sacrificed your life to the lord in order to preach the 
word, he will provide a place. 

It is the prayer of this writer that these thoughts will 
motivate more congregations to consider single men as 
preachers. Seriously evaluate the reasons you give for not 
hiring a single man. Imagine the discouragement that occ~rs 
when you tell an unmarried man that he cannot ~?rk With 
your congregation. Be willing to separate local trad1~1on from 
Scripture. Paul believed he could do a better work 1f he was 
not married, and jesus said that some made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 19:12). 

1010 Mt. Vernon, Huntington, PA 16652 
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Spiritual or Material? 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

In these days, one may hear of one group that is more 
"spiritual" than another because they sing songs to a more 
lively tempo, or because they greet each other with a holy 
kiss, or because they produce a sort of "exalted feeling" by 
something they say or do. 

But what does the Bible mean by the term, "spiritual"? In 
most of our conversations and prayers when mention is made 
of "spiritual" and "material" things, they are a·ssumed to be 
mutually exclusive. If we look in the dictionary, we find the 
first definition of spiritual to be "of or pertaining to or con
sisting of spirit, not material, incorporeal." If it is not made 
up of matter, then it is probably spiritual! Is that what God 
means in Galatians 6:1 when he says, "Ye which are spiritual, 
restore sucll a one in a spirit of meekness-"? Surely not! 
Much of our thinking and language is built upon Socratic, 
Aristotelian or Platonic concepts rather than Biblical ones. 

The most apparent meaning of the word in Galatians 6:1, 
we could surely say is, ''The word 'spiritual' means that which 
is produced, directed, or controlled by the Spirit of God." Let 
us see how close that comes to fitting every use of the word 
in the New Testament. 

In Romans 1:11, Paul mentions "some spiritual gift." If he 
is talking about the same thing of which he speaks in 1 Co
rinthians 12:1, 11, 30, 31; 14:1, 12 (and who can doubt that 
he is?) then the thing that made the gifts "spiritual" is that 
they were produced by the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8ff) 

Space limitations prevent us from giving even a partial 
exegesis of each passage where the term "spiritual" is used, 
but even a casual reading of them will convince a person that 
the meaning I have suggested will fit all of them. Romans 
7:14; 15:27; 1 Corinthians 2:13, 3:1, 9:11 and 14:37 all use 
the word "spiritual" in such a way that we can see that it 
refers to that which is produced by God's Spirit. When he 
speaks of the natural body and the spiritual body in 1 Co
rinthians 15:44-46, we need to realize that we will NOT be 
disembodied spirits. We will have spiritual bodies. The 
present natural body was produced by the union of an 
earthly father and mother. The process takes about nine 
months. The spiritual body will be produced in a twinkling 
of an eye by the Spirit of God. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:3-4 we find that the Israelites "did eat 
the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritua_l 
drink." If Paul was speaking of the manna they ate and the 
water that came out of the rock, then we must conclude 
that the reason they were called "spiritual" is that they were 
produced by the Spirit of God. They were not natural. If we 
wonder why he said, "The Rock was Christ," the simplest 
explanation may be that the rock out of which the water 
came represented Christ, for he gives us living water. 

In Ephesians 1:3, we find that he "hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ." If "spiritual" means "produced 
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or directed by the Spirit of God," then we are to understand 
that all the blessings such as forgiveness that we have in 
Christ are by God's grace, not able to be produced or 
achieved by man's work, wisdom nor power. 

Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 speak of "spiritual 
songs:" They are the songs we are to sing as a result of the 
fact that we are "filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18) or the 
parallel expression that "the word of Christ dwells in us 
richly" (Col. 3:16). If I am not mistaken about the gram
matical construction and consequent meaning of Colossians 
3:16, the imperatve verb, followed as it is by modifying par
ticiple shows that the teaching and admonishing in spiritual 
songs is HOW we obey the command to let the word dwell in 
us richly .. A comparable example might be, "Clean the floor, 
sweeping it." "Clean" is the imperative. "Sweeping" is how 
the command is to be done. 

When Peter says in 1 Peter 2:5, "We are built up a spir
itual house" he surely means that a church produced by the 
Spirit of God is "spiritual" and one not so produced is not
it matters not how pretty the singing or how loving the fel
lowship! We are to offer up "spiritual sacrifices." Can anyone 
properly deny that the sacrifice given or ordained of God is a 
"spiritual" one? If my analysis and reasoning is correct, then 
the sacrifice of praise of Hebrews 13:15 is a "spiritual" sacri
fice (offering) just as in Ephesians 5:19. 

The only verse of which I am aware that my conclusion 
may not seem to fit at first glance is Ephesians 6:12, and it 
does there when properly understood. The Authorized ver
sion reads, "Our wrestling is-against wickedness in high 
places." I suppose we normally understand that to mean 
"those whose spirits are wicked," and no doubt these are 
wicked spirits. But if we say that "spiritual" means "produced 
of God," then we have wickedness produced by God. This 
will not do. The American Standard translators apparently 
recognized some difficulty with that translation and supplied 
the word, "hosts." So. "hosts" or "forces" would seem to be 
the logical word. Those Satanic forces were those that had 
been produced by God, but perverted to evil uses. 

Our study has led us to conclude that in the New Testa
ment the word "spiritual" is never used to refer to some 
ethereal, non-material thing, or something that is "better felt 
than told," or some quality or feeling that is ecstatic or that 
gives one a "holy glow," but always refers to something that 
was produced or directed by the Spirit of God. The way to be 
more "spiritual" in our worship is not by turning on a glow 
of red lights to remind us of the blood of Christ when we 
take the Lord's Supper, dimming the lights during prayer, 
but by making sure our thinking-talking-acting is produced by 
the Spirit of God. 

112 Lemont Lane, R #3, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
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Instrumental Music-

The Cultural Argument 

One of the common arguments pro
pounded in an effort to justify the use of 
mstrumental music in Christian worship 
is the cultural argument. For any who 
may be unfamiliar with this argument, 
its basic contention is that instruments 
were left out of the churches of the 
Restoration Movement during the early 
part of the 19th century because of the 
frontier culture of the time. As people 
began to make permanent settlements, 
they say, they were then able to think 
about using organs and with the larger 
urban populations they were also in a 
position to afford them. 

However, in order for this argument 
to be able to stand, it must hold true for 
all the churches of the Restoration 
Movement of the time. When this argu
ment is made, those who make it seek 
to limit the Restoration Movement of 
the last century to that which occurred 
on the North American continent. This 
ignores the fact that concurrently with 
what was occurring in North America, 
restoration was taking place in Great 
Britain, and I have yet to find anyone 
who will try to equate Britain of the 
early 19th century with a frontier cul
ture, yet the churches in Britain were 
constant in their opposition to the use 
of instrumental music right through the 
19th century, and, indeed, that opposi
tion continued into the 20th century. 

There was no problem at aH regarding 
instrumental music among churches of 
the Restoration in Britain until 1875 
when workers. arrived in Britain, sup
ported by the Foreign Christian Mis
sionary Society of the U.S.A., and set up 
congregations. The older British congre
gations, naturally, watched what hap
pened. An historian of the Christian 
church states concerning David King, a 
British preacher of the time: 

David King kept a watchful eye 
upon all their movements and pub
lished reports, and for some years 
published an occasional 'Extra' of his 
Ecclesiastical Observer, the pages of 
which he utilized for strong criticism 
of the new efforts. In the first year's 
Extra, 1879, he pointed out three inno
vations in the Southhampton Mission, 
all of which he considered to be 
wrong:-the use of instrumental music 
in the worship; open collections; and 
a choir not confined to the member
ship. 
Among the older British churches we 

find that it was not until about 1900 that 
instruments began to cause some diffi-

KEN CHUMBLEY 

culties, and at this time it was because 
of their occasional use in the Sunday 
School. About this time a pamphlet was 
printed, being a reprint of Walking By 
Faith by M. C. Kurfees and published in 
London by J. Horwood, with the follow
ing foreword: 

A reprint of an American pamphlet, 
published for Free Distribution, m the 
hope that by P.lacing it in the hands of 
the brethren 1t may have the effect of 
stemming the tide of departures from 
divine authority and adopting the 
teachings and commandments of men, 
which so largely prevail in the church
es in the Colonies and are being 
pressed upon the churches in this 
country. 

In 1905, we find that a report was pre
sented to the Annual Conference of the 
British churches concerning a meeting 
which was held with the Christian As
sociation Churches (those established by 
the Foreign Christian Missionary So
ciety) which said, in part: 

On March 16th and 17th 1902, 
Brethren James Marsden, George Col
lin, H. Elliott Tickle, L. Oliver, J. 
Fisher, and S. Wolfenden, met with 
representatives of the Christian Asso
ciation. They said that "the meeting 
was not one of traders to make as 
good a bargain as possible, but of 
trustees who had seriously to consider 
what the New Testament requires. In 
this conneCtion the communion ques
tion; the pastor's position; collections 
from the world; the constitution of 
certain Missionary Societies; instru
mental music etc. etc., were named as 
matters preventing co-operation." 
It was not until the Annual Confer

ence of 1909 (note that this is three years 
after division was recognized in the 
U.S.A. with the separate census listing) 
that it had become an issue of such a 
nature in the older British churches to be 
worthy of discussion. In that conference 
two papers were discussed concerning 
"Is Instrumental Music in Public Worship 
and Service scriptural and expedient 
considered in relation to our plea for 
the Restoration of Apostolic Christianity 
and our Co-operation as churches for 
evangelism." James Marsden of Wigan 
spoke in favor of its use and John Mc
Cartney against. Brother John McCartney 
said: 

As we are co-operating for evan
gelization and the restoration of 
Apostolic Christianity, with the conse-

quent unity of all believers, it can 
never be expedient for us to adopt 
without clear Scripture warrant what 
causes alienation, strife, and divisions 
among ourselves ... Before this apple 
of discord was thrown in our midst 
our position was so simple, solid and 
square on the Bible that a child could 
grasp and defend it. Why then weaken 
it by adopting a Jlractice which can 
only be defended by such arguments 
as I have too briefly reviewed? 
Even after this, we find that instru

mental music was not common among 
these churches as late as 1936 as we see 
from the report of the U.S. delegate of 
the Christian Church to the 1936 Annual 
Conference: 

Not a few informed persons on both 
sides of the sea are wondering 
whether the British practice of close 
communion and close offering, a 
practice wholly foreign to the Ameri
can Church, together with the non-use 
of musical instruments in most of the 
churches (emphasis mine K. J. C.), may 
not also have impeded the progress 
of sowing and reaping in very fertile 
areas. 

This has reference to those churches in 
Britain who had adopted the position 
of the Christian Church in most matters 
rather than among those who were still 
seeking to uphold the ancient order. 

Thus instrumental music did not begin 
to be a problem among the British 
churches until the turn of the century, 
while in the U.S. division was a reality 
for a quarter of a century before that, 
although not recognized by the govern
ment until it asked for a separate listing 
of churches in 1906. The British brethren 
were united until this became a prob
lem and from my observations of the 
records of the period, it only became 
a problem as a result of the contacts that 
were made with the Christian Associa
tion Churches that had been established 
by those who had come from America 
with the Foreign Christian Missionary 
Society and that instrumental music, 
along with other unscriptural practices, 
eventually permeated many of the older 
British churches particularly after the 
union of the two bodies in 1917. Thus 
history shows that in Britain, instru
mental music was not an issue brought 
up by a frontier culture and thus the 
argument that is made is not valid when 
applied to the whole of the Restoration 
Movement of the early 19th century. 
Box 517, Elkhart, KS 67950 
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Names Given to the Church and Christians in the NewT estament 
BOB WHIDDON, JR. 

The following is a list of names given 
to the church and to Christians. Some of 
these names could be 1isted under both 
"the church" and 11Christians." But for 
reasons of expediency, they appear only 
once. The names are listed in aphabeti
cal order, and all quotations are taken 
from the New American Standard Bible. 

Church 
1. Body, Col.1:24 
2. Bride, the wife. of the Lamb, Rev. 21:9 
3. Brotherhood, 1 Peter 2:17 
4. Chosen race, 1 Peter 2:9 
5. Church, Acts 8:1 
6. Church ... in Christ, Gal. 1:22 
7. Churches of Christ, Rom. 16:16 
8. Church of God in Christ jesus, 

1 Thess. 2:14 
9. Churches of the Saints, 1 Cor.14:33 

10. Chuch of God, Acts 20:28 
11. Church of the Firs.t Born, Heb. 12:23 
12. Church ofthe Living God, 1 Tim. 3:15 
13. City of the Living God, Heb. 12:22 
14. Congregations of the disciples, 

Acts 6:2 
15. Fullness of him who fills all in all, 

Eph.1:23 
16. General assembly, Heb. 12:23 
17. God's household, Eph. 2:19 
18. Heavenly Jerusalem, Heb. 12:22 

19. Holy nation, 1 Peter 2:9 
20. Holy temple in the Lord, Eph. 2:21 
21. Household of faith, Gal. 6:10 
22. Household of God, 1 Tim. 3:15 
23. House of jacob, Luke 1:33 
24. Israel, Acts 28:20 
25. Israel of God, Gal. 6:16 
26. Kingdom, Acts 20:25 . 
27. Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 3:2 
28. Kingdom of his beloved Son, 

Col. 1:13 
29. Kingdom of God, Acts 19:8 
30. My Church, Matt.16:18 
31. Mt. Zion, Heb.12:22 
32. Name, 3 John 7 
33. People for God's own possession, 

1 Peter 2:9 
34. People of God, 1 Peter 2:10 
35. Pillar and support of truth, 

1 Tim. 3:15 
36. Pure virgin, 2 Cor. 11:2 
37. Royal Priesthood, 1 Peter 2:9 
38. Way, Acts 9:2 
Christians 
1. Abraham's offspring, Gal. 3:29 
2. Ambassadors for Cllrist, 2 Cor. 5:20 
3. Believers, 1 Tim. 6:2 . 
4. Beloved, 2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Tim. 6:2 
5. Beloved children, Eph. 5:1 
6. Bond servants, Acts 4:29 

(Continued on page 11) 

Put the Emphasis Where It Belongs DAVID BOSWELL 

In the religion of Jesus Christ, his 
death, burial and resurrection are the 
essential ingredients. In other words, in 
Christianity Jesus Christ is the emphasis. 
Jesus just didn't give ·us a message to 
share, he is the message. Any teaching 
or activity which would take away from 
the preeminence of Jesus is wrong and 
sinful. PatH told the Corinthians not to 
glory in men, for all Christians are ser
vants and all belong to Christ the Head 
of the church. And as servants of jesus 
we all exalt him. 

Part of the good news about Jesus is 
teaching concerning baptism. Baptism is 
a part of a total response on the part of 
man to Jesus Christ. We must not, how
ever, stress baptism to such a degree 
that we take our eyes off of Christ and 
his work and. place them upon the water. 
Are we trusting in our baptism to· save 
us rather than the blood of Christ? To 
think that baptism has no part in the gos
pel of Christ is certainly wrong. But it 
is equally as wrong to emphasize bap
tism over and above every other re
sponse of man. Our salvation from sin is 
in Christ; not the water! Whenever 
and wherever· we speak and teach the 
gospel of Cl)rist, Christ anq, his work is 
central, not the action of baptism. 

The gospel of Christ is so important 
that Paul pronounces the curse of 
heaven upon anyone who would preach 
another gospel. What is this different 
gospel? Many feel that this different gos
pel is simply not teaching the entire 
gospel of Christ. We often accuse de-
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nominations of being guilty of preaching 
a different gospel; partial truth. But in 
context, this is not what Paul had in 
mind .. In verse 6 Paul uses the word 
11removing." A good translation of that 
word would be desertion. The Galatians 
were deserting Christ for something else. 

The word gospel means good news, 
and for Christians the gospel is how we 
are justified in the sight of God. The 
Galatians were leaving the gospel of 
Christ (and their justification), for an
other means (they thought) of justifica
tion. What was that other way? Salvation 
by law-keeping; judaism. The entire 
book of Galatians is an argument against 
salvation by law-keeping. Paul argues 
that law-keeping can never save you. 
Only Christ is capable of that. In fact, 
trusting in anything else other than the 
grace of God and the blood of Christ to 
save you, is to be guilty of believing a 
different gospel. The proper emphasis in 
Christianity must always be upon the 
person and work of jesus Christ. He's 
number one! He's everything! He's our 
Lord and Saviour! To place emphasis 
upon anything you have done including 
baptism, is to take away the emphasis 
which rightly belongs to Jesus. 

Beloved, let's always remember that 
as Christians we serve and exalt jesus. 
This is not to imply we have no respon
sibility, but we must never forget that 
our good works are designed to draw at
tention to Jesus. A Christian is like a 
beautiful painting; and in any beautiful 
painting the artist is the one who re-

Pentecost Before Holocaust 
SHAWN JONES 

A large mainline denomination's re
cent convention heard proposals re
garding guidelines for Christian survivors 
in case a nuclear holocaust wipes out 
civilization. One church historian said: 
"The surviving church would be like 
ancient Christianity, when followers 
simply expressed faith without any or
ganization for it." One resolution said, 
"In the event of a widespread nuclear 
war in which the continental United 
States is a battleground, the surviving 
faithful are encouraged to continue in 
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread and prayers/' In 
such a case all church canons regulating 
administration, worship, ministry and 
discipline "will be immediately sus
pended," and any member "in good 
standing, chosen by a surviving com
munity of faith" may fulfill the duties of 
the clergy. 

As a restorationist, such proposals in
trigue me. Every century since the church 
began has had groups of 11cathari," or 
"puritans," who desired to return to the 
pure r.eligion of Pentecost. But in the 
foregoing resolution, a mainline church 
recommends a return to the ·early days 
of the church as described by Luke in 
Acts 2:42! first-century Christianity, but 
only as a last resort! How deep is man's 
devotion to human tradition; how shal
low his search for heavenly truth! 

jesus said that teaching the command
ments of men would render one's wor
ship vain. 11For laying aside the 
commandment of God, you hold the tra
ditions of men." In spite. of this, men 
continue in their centuries-old traditions, 
disregarding the eternal truth of the 
word of God. What would it take to 
shake "Christendom" from its doctrinal 
division and deadlock? What would it 
take to fully restore the simple unity of 
"ancient Christianity"? Unfortunately, it 
appears from the proposals above that 
nothing short of the end of this world 
could bring about such a return! But this 
world will end one day! There will come 
a day when "the Lord jesus shall be re
vealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel. . . ." That day 
"every plant which my heavenly Father 
has not planted shall be rooted up." 
That day the tares will be gathered and 
bound "in bundles to burn them." That 
day 11the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up." The 
message for modern Christendom is 
clear and urgent: Return to Pentecost 
before this Holocaust! Later will be too 
late! 
3407 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77005 

ceives the appreciation. Christ has made 
us what we are. 

"But be it far from me to glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Chnst ... " 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, CA 
95608 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONARD MULLENS 

Tommy Exum is the minister for the 
Lyncl;lburg, Tenn. church, and the fol-

lowing information was furnished by 
him: 

What One Bible School Correspondence Course Accomplished in Kenya 

In 1978, a widowed sister in the 
lynchburg congregation mailed the six
lesson World Bible School course to a 
young man in a remote section of 
Kenya. This young fellow proved to be a 
very excellent student, showing unusual 
interest .in the study of the Bible. Upon 
completmg the course, he wrote a long 
letter, expressing the hope that he might 
be a~le to engage in further Bible study. 
In th1s letter, he told of teaching a Bible 
class in his home with some 38 pupils. 

Brother Exum says: "We had no way 
of k~owing how much truth he was 
teachmg, and where it might lead but 
due to the sincerity of his letter w~ felt 
that something ought to be do~e." The 
lynchburg church contacted Berkeley 
H.ackett, who had just returned to Nairo
bi, Key.na for a fourth three-year tour of 
preachmg there. lynchburg offered to 
pay all expenses involved if Brother 
Hackett would go find this young man 
and then report to them. 

Brother Hackett went, and found that 
the young man lived in a very remote 
place, some 200 miles from Nairobi 
which .was difficult to reach. Here h~ 
met With the people and spent several 
days. teaching the word of God. The 
locat1on was the Meru area and the 
closest. village was called L~are. After 
that tnp, Brother Hackett wrote: "Out 
of the nearly one million Meru people, 
we have been able to baptize only two 
here in Nairobi. Now all of this has 
suddenly changed. In the last two weeks, 
several Meru have been converted and 
two congregations started in the Meru 
homeland. We will maintain as close a 
contact with these new churches as we 
possibly can." (Written in February of 
1979.) 

The lynchburg church continued to 
send funds for Brother Hackett to use in 
developing the Lord's church in the 
Meru area. At times, he would use the 
money to bring some of the leaders to 
Nairobi for study sessions. At the same 
time, he has tried to make at least one 
trip a month into that rugged country. 
Sometimes, his wife Charlotte has ac
companied him to help teach the women 
how to care better for themselves and 
their families. Sister Hackett has empha
sized the importance of cleanliness. 
Medical supplies were also taken into 
the region and a clinic was set up. 

Early in 1979, the young student who 
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was instrumental in beginning all this 
fell by the wayside. He was teaching in 
a Catholic school and they threatened 
him to the extent that he ceased teach
ing the Bible and left the small group 
he had begun. Yet, even in this there is 
demonstrated the power of the word of 
God, in that this seed had been planted 
in good, honest hearts, and others took 
up t~e work and kept it going and 
grow mg. 

Brattier Hackett literally has worn him
self out physically in making these ar
duous trips to Meru country, but God 
has blessed his work. The Hacketts came 
to America in 1981, and visited the 
Lynchburg church. There they told the 
thrilling story of the establishment of the 
Lord's church in Meru country. Brother 
Hackett showed slides of his work that 
had begun with one single WBS cor
respondence course. He said that he 
never visited the Meru country to preach 
but that he spent long hours answering 
the endless questions from the native 
people who were so eager to learn. 

The Hacketts returned to Kenya in De
cember of 1981, and Brother Hackett 
made another trip to Meru country,. 
where he found the work continuing 

and growing, even though he had been 
away from them some six months. 

In May of 1982, he wrote to the 
Lynchburg church, saying: "We have re
ceived your mbst recent contribution for 
the work in the Meru tribal lands. We 
have recently returned from a four-day 
stay in that area. The churches there 
have grown in number from one to 
seven in the last two years." 

These are, of course, only the high
lights of the Meru work. What a thrilling, 
moving story! It began with a widow 
mailing out an introductory Bible study 
lesson to someone halfway around the 
world, and the result has been the 
11Seven churches of Meru" now meeting 
and worshiping God according to the 
New Testament order. Truly, this is a 
chapter out of the twentieth-century 
Book of Acts. 

Tommy Exum is in his eleventh year 
with the Lynchburg church, and he 
states: 111 can truthfully say that WBS has 
done more to help this church grow than 
any other one thing." 

Thank God for the Lynchburg church, 
for the Hacketts, and for the Exums. 
Above all, Thank God for Jesus Christ, 
who makes it all possible. 

We, Too, Are a Mission Point! 
JOHN 1L. MAPLES II 

We typically think of mission points 
as those places where the church of our 
Lord is either small or nonexistent and 
with that consideration we somehow 
treat the infancy of that work as needing 
something different from what we re
quire at home. 

Making quite sure to sift all such effort 
through the screen of evangelism we 
say, "Naturally, it's a mission." The man, 
the dollars, the output of all kinds are 
to be focused upon leading the lost to 
Jesus. 

However, we, too, are a mission point! 
We also are surrounded, rather engulfed 
by lost souls and we, like they, have 
been commissioned to do something 
about it. 

Brethren, we must manage to over
come our dichotomized misunderstand-

ing of the function of churches. One 
game plan for 11home" while another for 
"away." If we would emphasize that any 
size "established" congregation has 
only just begun rather than already ar
rived we would receive more of the same 
results we desire from our ''mission
aries." A beachhead is merely· a base 
from which further operations may origi
nate! The church, far and near, will grow 
pretty much in proportion to the amount 
of effort we put forth to that specific 
end. Fruit-bearing naturally follows seed
sowing anywhere at any time. 

Let's reform our thinking and reaf
firm our action. May we fan afresh the 
flames of simple, straightforward gospel
spreading. My brethren, we, too, are a 
mission point! 
Box 663, Hennessey, OK 73742 
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1983 
.foundation 

School of 
Church Music 

June 6-17 
THE FACULTY 

HOLLAND BORI~G. SR. 
Directm· 

HOLLAND BORING, JR. 
BOB CONNEL 
TOM CHAPIN 
PAUL EPPS 

CECIL PRICE 

Under the able direction of s'ix of the finest singers the churcm has known, and trainers of young men 
without peer, the Foundation School of Oh.urch Music is turning out accomplished young song directors. The 
effects of tills school are being felt over •tJhe entire Southland. Most of these young men rwill become churc:h 
leaders and officers. They r·eceive exceilent training in church leadership. 

Cost of Board, Room, Tuition and Fees for 2 Weeks $150.00 
Address All Mail to Foundation School of Music, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

CONGREGATIONS 

Featuring Send us your young men and we will return to 
you not only song leaders, but leaders of young. 
people and leaders of the church for a lifetime. 
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Our 

Great 

New 

Book 

753 
Songs 

r--------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 Enrollment in Foundation School of Music 

j Please enroll 
I ! NAME ADDRESS _____ _ 

CITY __________ _ STATE __ _ ZIP ____ _ 

In the Foundation School of Chu1·ch Music for the 1983 term, 
June 6-17. Enclosed please find $150 for tuition, room, and board. 

Signe~~-------------------

FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 15, 1983 



NAMES GIVEN TO THE CHURCH AND 
CHRISTIANS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

(Continued from page 8) 

7. Brethren, beloved by God, 
1 Thess.1 :4 

8. Brothers, Matt. 23:8; Acts 21:7 
9. Children of Abraham, Matt. 3:9 

10. Children of light, Eph. 5:8 
11. Children of promise, Rom. 9:8 
12. Chosen of God, holy and beloved, 

Col. 3:12 
13. Christians, Acts 11 :26 
14. Disciples, Acts 21 :4 
15. Disciples of the lord, Acts 9:1 
16. Dwelling of God in the Spirit, 

Eph. 2:22 
17. Elect, Matt. 24:22 
18. Fellow citizens with the saints, 

Eph. 2:19 
19. Fishers of men, Matt. 4:19 
20. Fragrance of Christ, 2 Cor. 2:15 
21. Glo~ to Christ, 2 Cor. 8:23 
22. God s elect, Rom. 8:33 
23. Great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Matt. 5:19 
24. Heirs, Rom. 8:17 
25. Heirs according to the promise, 

Gal. 3:29 
26. Heirs of God, Rom. 8:17 
27. His (God's) workmanship, Eph. 2:10 
28. Holy brethren, Eph. 5:1 
29. Joint heirs with Christ, Rom. 8:17 

30. Kinsmen according to the flesh, 
Rom. 9:3 

31. Letter of Christ, 2 Cor. 3:3 
32. light in the lord, Eph. 5:8 
33. light of the world, Matt. 5:14 
34. Man of God, 1 Tim. 6:11 
35. Members of Christ, 1 Cor. 6:15 
36. Messengers of the Churches, 

2 Cor. 8:23 
37. My brother, sister, and mother, 

Matt.12:50 
38. New creature, 2 Cor. 5:17 
39. Partakers of a heavenly calling, 

Heb. 3:1 
40. Partakers of the Holy Spirit, Heb. 6:4 
41. Priests to His God and Father, 

Rev. 1:6 
42. Righteous, Matt. 5:45 
43. Saints, Acts 9:13; Rom. 1:7 
44. Salt of the earth, Matt. 5:13 
45. Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2:16 
46. Servants of a new covenant, 

2 Cor. 3:6 
47. Servants of Christ, 1 Cor. 4:1 
48. Sheep, Matt. 10:16 
49. Slaves of God, Rom. 6:22 
50. Slaves of righteousness, Rom. 6:19 
51. Sons of God, Matt. 5:9 
52. Sons of light, John 12:36 
53. Sons of light and sons of day, 

1 Thess. 5:5 
54. Sons of the living God, Rom. 9:26 
55. Sons of the resurrection, luke 20:36 

56. Sons of your Father in Heaven, 
Matt. 5:45 

57. Stewards of the mysteries of God, 
1 Cor. 4:1 

58. Temple of God, 1 Cor. 3:16 
59. Temple of the living God, 2 Cor. 6:16 

The above list claims by no means to 
be exhaustive. 
319 E. Blue Starr, Claremore, OK 74017 

When VIsiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588-1982 588-1983 588-1984 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683-1678 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the ehureh grow, too! 
See Bow Fast your Moaey Grows Ill A. Taz•Sbeltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX•SBELTERBD, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS Invested In 
mort1a1e ehureh boada are eurreatly earnla1 
laterest at •z~. to •s.._ 

• No GOalllllaloD cllarla 
• Immediate aad famn tax bc!seflta 

· • You ba~at lor J'oanGU aad ha 
chanb powtb, too 

• Ideal plaa to couldcr for J'OUI' 
adalater'• ntlnlaeat 

• Trauleniaa J'OUI' e ... tlq plaa to 
Trat CoiDPaDJ' of America, co1lld 
bacrcae J'Oar ntlnascDt IAcome 

INDIVJDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 

Alter 
5yn. 

10 yn. 
soyn. 
JOyn. 

sz,ooo Jave•ted Per Year* 
Javelltllleat @ 12~ 
$10,000 S 14~78.5\ S 

@15~ 

15,757.75 
48,ZM.88 

U3,129·42 
1,123,491.42 

zo,ooo 40,128.46 
40,000 168,8Z5.77 
60,000 581,575.37 

-Tile proJecdoaa aaediD tlletabl .. aboveare baaed oaearnat 
rata, aa4 are .abJect to claaqe. 

Please Mad lalormadoa oa tlle1 

o Keoab Plaa (SeU•employed Redremeat Plaa] 
0 J.R.A. (Employed penoaa Retlremeat Plaa] 

Name 

Address 

City State 'Dp 

PboaeNo. 
(DaJ') (Jiftpt) 

AJIIIIated Maaaaen, lac., P.O. Boll 7648 
Amarillo, Teaa• 79109•0648 

1·800·858·4006 (Ia Temu: 1·800·69Z·4174) 

Tills aaDOIUlCOIIICIDt 18 aotaaoHerto..Uaora .o11eltatloaol 
aa olfer to Ina~ tlseu MCDI"'tlea. The oHerlal Ia made lJ7 tlse 
ProapcetU. 



A PLEA FOR HELP TO 
TRAIN INDIAN PREACHERS 

For over thirty years I have prayed we 
would one day have a place to send 
young Indians and train them for prea~h
ers to go back on their own reservation 
and preach the Gospel of Christ to their 
peopl e, I . have talked to john Waddy 
of East Tennessee School of preaching 
and Mission, 6608 Beaver Ridge Road, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37921 . The elders of 
Karns Church of Christ oversee this 
work and will oversee the Indian work 
and accept all money sent marked (In
dian fund). 

We have Alford W est, a Cherokee 
Indian and · Wilford Gonzlas a Laguna 
Indian, these young men speak their 
respective languages and want to go to 
Knoxville to train for preachers and go 

back to their peop le and teach them 
the Gospel of Christ. 

We have over two million Indians 
and over three hundred different t ri bes, 
in the United States, we have the church 
on two reservations. I have dedicated the 
remainder of my life to full t ime with 
the Indian work, I support myself and 
w ill come among your congregation or 
elders and tell you about the Indian 
work. I am fu lly convinced that if we 
take the Indians for Christ we wi ll do it 
w ith Indians from their own reservation, 
I have helped start and restore near 
thirty congregations. Some go some 
don't. The churches that are growing 
most are using Indian help. Will you 
please help? We want to send these 
boys February 83 and w ill not be able 
to send them w ithout your help. 
Jesse W. Hampton, Route 2 Box 92, Gal
lup, N.M. 87301 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 196S 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone: 817-282-3911 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion pu rposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton--all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all t imes. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 · postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Liberty 
Trail 

VALLEY FORGE 
FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 

JUNE 27- JULY 1 
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Make this year's vacation both family-centered and God centered! The Eighth 
Annual Valley Forge Family Encampment features an inspirational lecture series 
with some of the most outstanding speakers and teachers in the brothe rhood 
along with classes and activities for all ages, guided tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philade lphia area, and great Christian fellowship . The Encampment is 
held on the beautiful campus of Northeastern Christian Junior College located 
only minutes away from both Philadelphia and Valley Forge. 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Mike Anglin 
Jan Bell 

Terry Bell 
Alice Browning 
Stanley Maiden 
Phillip Morrison 

Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Ira North 

J. M. Powell 
Larry Roberts 

Wil C. G oodheer, Director 

Theme: "To Live 
is Christ" 

Write for Information! 

-----------------------------------Please send a brochure with full 
d e tail s a bout th e Valley Forge 
Encampment. 
Name 

Address - - --------
Street 

City State Zip Code 

Re turn to: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 
590 W. Va lley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
1-215-265-1585 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 15, 1983 



christian 
PRESENTS 

l\~W blFE IN dES[1g 
~ ..... _ 

r- ...... 

For the first time ever, 20th Century Christian has entered the important field of Vacation 
Bible School Literature. Our first venture into VBS can be the k ey to your best venture in VBS! 

Edited by Rubel Shelly, a staff of sound, well-trained, and experienced Bible teachers have 
put together a week's worth of outstanding material w hich you can use to make the New 
Testament picture of j esus come alive to students of all ages. 

These lessons are taught by means of Bible stories which h ave not been "worked to death" 
already in VBS literature. Each Bible story is told in a 12-frame 35mm filmstrip and audio 

cassette. ------------------------------

Separate lessons on a more m ature level 
have been prepared for teen-aged and adult 
pupils in special workbooks prepared by 
Steve Flatt and Rubel Shelly . 

All materials are in full color. Teacher 
resource materials are well-prepared and 
easy to use. New Life in]esus can put new life 
into your Vacation Bible School program! 

Write today to reserve your examination 
kit for this exciting new VBS series ... 

Yr:JOR IJEST ettr:JU:E 
Fr:JR \1-Re-RTIEJN IJIIJbE 

settr:Jr:Jb IN 1983 

DYES, 
PLEASE RUSH ME A SAMPLE 
KIT FOR "NEW LIFE IN JESUS!" 

SAMPLE KIT 
$16.95 

KIT MAY BE RETURNED FOR FULL CREDIT. 

Name __________________________________ ___ 

Congregation ---------------------------------

Address ------------------------------------

ORDER FROM 

20th Century Christian 
P.O. -Box 40526 Nashville, TN 37204 

1·800·251·2177 National 0 (615) 383·3842 (Collect)·TN 

or 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 

1·800·531·5227 National • 1·800·252·9103 Texas 



WHITIIER CELEBRATES 45 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Or. J.P. Sanders 

On December 5, 1982 the W hittier 
Church of Christ, 8155 South Painter 
Avenue, W hittier, Cal if., celebrated its 
45 th year of service to the Whittier area. 

Dr. J. P. Sanders, who recently re
joined the Bible Department of Pepper
d ine University, spoke for the Whittier 
church on their special celeb ration of 
45 years of service. 

Maurice C. Hall, longtime missionary 
to France and Vietnam is the local 
p reacher aided by Bruce Rokus as Youth 
and Min istry M inister. 

The church in Whittier f irst met in 
1937 wi th 32 charter members in the 
Whittier Women's Club build ing. Batsell 
Barrett Baxter was their fi rst preacher. 
He served the church from 1937 to 1941 
while doing graduate study at U.S.C. 

In 1950 the church moved into i ts 
present faci l ity on Painter Avenue. 

The Whittier church is one of the 
largest churches of Christ in Southern 
Cali fo rnia and is served by Elders Arno ld 
Fox, Clinton Fox, W. T. Crawford and 
Dr. B. P. Husband. 

WHERE 
T H E SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the resul t of a pains
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, wi th a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior citizen ca re 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
act ive members in each state. 

In t he U.S. congregat ions in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregat ional features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling - Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78707 
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Hulen L. Jackson, 215 McMurry, Dun
canvill e, Texas 75116: I have time at 
p resent for about 3 more mission meet
mgs in 1984. Expenses can also be ar
ranged if necessary. This year I w ill be in 
Lovington and Capita, N.M.; Conway, 
N.H. and lthica, N.Y.; Midlothian and 
Jacksonville, Texas and with Military 
Parkway in Dallas. You may call me at 
214-298-2236. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN tvhn•stry works w •lh f•llhful cong regai•Ofl3 or the 
cnurchts o f CtwSI whQse membe'S on miiiC.l ry lnstall•llons 
• Otldwkle are wai1•no to nero your tove<t ones - as !hey have 
htiOed wttn the solrttuat and onyslcal needs ot t housands o f 
o thers aur~no the gast five years ThiS 5erv•ce t 1 free! 
Se~ name, complete acsaress, onone and m•IUary tnsta lla!lon, 

ana 5Pirilua l condU•on. It known along wltn your name ana ad 
aress to 

AMEN 

~~,,. WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Wes1 Monroe. LouiSJa.na 71~1 

lace American MiUtary Evon geliziog NoUoos IXIIll 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting ·Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll 
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and wor kers. 
Group life at your opt ion. 

Contact: 

leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 15, 1983 



Graduation 198a 
Cap It with a Gift Book 

<kwotionah 
tor 
r_e{l(;hers 

CONGRATULATIONS (New!) 
A Graduation Remembrance, Louis 0. Coldwell. 
Gift style with jacket. $4.95 
This new gift book places the joys and fears of the 
graduate into Christian perspective - for pausmg 
to gain o sense of direction and renewal; for 
looking inward and for looking ahead. By the 
author of "Tassel" books. 

CHOOSING YOUR CAREER (New!) 
The Christian Decision Manual, Mort1n E. Clark 
Paper, $3.115 
Havmg counseled thousands of college students 
in career plonnmg. Marlin Clark comb1nes mno· 
vollve concepts and exercises with relevant scnp
tural prmciples on knowing God's will 

DIRECTIONS 
A Gilt Book for Graduates, Leroy Koopman 
$4.95 
Right directions ore 1mportont. with gUidelines for 
selling priorities. seeking happiness, coping wrlh 
crises, etc. 

Hfii'M ANN 
Ann Kiemel. Paper. S 1. 75 
The author invites readers to JOin her as she steps 
oullo change her world. 

SENSE AND NONSENSE 
A Word lor Teens. Rolf Aoseng. Paper. $2.50 
Clear and simple. and often humorous. 

Card Booklets With A Messagellnexpensrve. yet 
forceful and direcl. 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! 
Donie! Seagren. Paper. $1.25 with envelope 

WISE WORDS TO THE GRADUATE 
Robert J. Marlin. Paper. S 1.25 with envelopes 

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED 
Guidelines lor High School Graduates, Louis 0. 
Coldwell. Gill style. with jackal. $3.95 
Perhaps the greatest graduation gill book of all 
lime! The author knows youth and understands 
lhe1r goals. aspiratrons. and interests. 

ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED 
Guidelines lor College Graduates, Louis 0 . 
Coldwell. Grit style. wrlh jacket $3.95 
Frlled wrlh sound odvrce and practical insights. 
whrch the groduOle con use Much food for thought 
m thrs rtleollslic yet prochcat book 

.so NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE 
Wrlhom J. Krutzo $4.115 
Mus1ngs ond thoughts for the graduate, on mok
mg brg and small decrsrons. and making them 
more independently than ever before! 

GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS 
Wrll1om J. Krutza. $3.95 
There's only one woy to happy llvrng - through 
Jesus Chnst 

DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS 
Nelle Vander Ark. $4.95 
Encouragement ond insprrolion for teachers. from 
the Word or God. 

DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES 
Rhoda S. Lapp. $4.95 
These devollons nng wrlh specrot empathy for 
those involved in the care of the sick. 

CHALKDUST 
Prayer Meditations lor Teachers, Elspeth C. 
Murphy $4.95 
These prayer /poems reflect o teacher's openness 
to God, as she awaits guidance to teach His 
children. 

GOOD MORNING , LORD, Series. $3.95 Each. 
Cloth bindings. with beautiful four-color jackets' 
Good Morning, Lord devotions ore o beautiful 
way to start the day. and ore o thoughtful gill for 
those you love. A scripture text is combined with 
o thought-provoking medilolion. 
DnoiiOnl for ColltQI SIUdlnll Nodllollonl for COIIIQI S!Udl n11 
LOUIS 0 Coldwell leland C Moy 
Otvollons for Tttns Prayers • Promises tor T11ns 
Pout Mmt1n Morgortl St'llner 
More Onotlons tor Tttns Dn otlona for Young Ptopl t 
Paul Morhn Poul Marlin 
Devotions for Alhlt ru 
Le1oy POI!eJson 

DATING 

Mtdllallons for Teach en 
Oonoto Mo•nptue 

Guidelines From the Bib le, Scott Kirby. Paper, 
$2.95 
An unusually popular book. grounded on scrip· 
turol principles The author rs obviously well oc
quomled wtlh the real experiences or today·s 
Christian young people. 

MY GRADUATION YEAR 
A Book lor Memories. Robert J. Marlin. Album 
style. podded covers. S 11 .95 
Space for autographs. p1ctures. cords. and clip
pings. flluslrotions. Scripture. and timely words 
of wisdom. 

YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE 
Don Mollough. Paper. $3.115 
Ideas thai will revrtolize and reorganrze on unpro
ductive or inefficient life. 

YOU'VE REALLY GOT ME, GOD! 
Alan Porter. Paper. $1.45 
This contemporary book for young people traces 
a young person's growth into adulthood 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 



DANIEL TORRES SALDANA 

On November 30 some 400 persons, 
most of them Christ ians, gathered at 
Sierra Ventana, in Monterrey, Mexico, to 
pay their respects to their departed 
brother Daniel Saldana. He passed from 
this life in the early morn ing of Novem
ber 29 follow ing a two-year battle with 
cancer. What he leaves in the wake of 
his short ministry we wi ll be hearing 
about for many years to come. 

Daniel was baptized October 16, 
1976. He was contacted through th e 
Herald of Truth radio broadcast. David 
Cardenas Tamez, director of the school 
of preaching in Monterrey, studied with 
Dar.iel prior to his conversion. He en
rolled in the schoo l of preaching in 
January, 1978 among the first class of 
the newly found institute. As a student, 
Daniel completed the 46 required 
courses w ith a 96.29 grade point aver
age, graduating in 1980. Following grad
uation he became an instructor in the 
school and assumed much of the book
keeping and business responsibilities. 
He had formerly worked as a comp
troller for an insurance company bu t was 
very happy to preach the gospel at one
th ird of hts secular salary. 

Among the courses that Daniel taught 
was a study in " Human Relations" w hich 
he had deve loped. His students agreed 
that it was one of th e most beneficial 
studies they had received-primarily 
because the teacher so completely lived 
w hat he was trying to pass on to his 
students. In the early stages of his hos
pitalization he wou ld walk the halls talk
ing to people about his fa ith. Near the 
end, as he was leaving M. D. Anderson 
hospital , he was ab le to say w ith confi
dence, " I'm happy to be going home to 
be near my peuple and if the Lord 
should will to terminate my life there, 
his will be done." O ur Mexican brethren 
report that he was singing hymns as he 
arrived in Monterrey. 

It must have been a surprising sight 
to the people of the neighborhood 
called Sierra Ventana as a procession of 
two buses, two vans, and 65 ca rs fill ed 
wi th people traveled to the place where 
Daniel's body was laid to rest. He was 
interred in the cemetery called "Va lle 
de Ia Tranquilidad" (Va ll ey of Tran
quility).-Bil l Richardson. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address a, we ll as your new address 
when you move. 
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Stanley E. Sayers, 14th at Main, Dun- campment (Ju ly 17-21), where my wife 
can, OK 73533: Lord wi lling, my meet- w ill be teaching a class and I will be 
ings for the year include Oakland, Okla- one of the speakers. Have meeting time 
homa (April 10-15); Oxford, Arkansas avai lable. Have been spending most of 
(June 3-5); and the Grand Tetons En- my time at the typewriter . 

• 
URGENT NEED! 

MEDICAL DOCTOR TO WORK WITH THE 
CAMEROON CHRISTIAN MOBILE CLINIC 

CALL OR WRITE: AVERILL,AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2715 N. AVERILL AVENUE, FLINT, MICHIGAN 48506 

PHONE (313) 736·0071 

39' et RETREAT 
For An,Yone on Either Side of 391 

Theme: "NeGtet ffiy God To Thee" 

APRIL 13-16, 1983 
THORP SPRING CHRISTIAN CENTER 

Granbury, Texas 
• Fun and Fellowship in a Christian Atmosphere 
• Daily Devotional Services 
• Inspirational Singing 
• Activities Planned with You in Mind 
• Complete RN Hook-Ups Available 
• Committee Members: B. B. Stevens; Director, 817-645-2749; 

Marvin Rowland, 817-445-2545; Homer Mathis, 817-573-9635; 
Jim Redd 817-573-1647 

Contact any of these men for additional information 
• $35.00 Total Registration Fee 

~-------------------------------------
Clip and Mall 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name ________________ ~~--------------~~-----------------
llast) (first) 

Address~----------------------------------- 0 Male 0 Female 

City Slale Zip 

Emergency phone number ________________________ _ 

1 will be bringing a trailer or camper 0 Yes 0 No 

Here Is my reservation tor the 39er RETREAT, April13-16, 1983. 1 am enclosing a $15.00 deposit. 
Please fill out one form for each person al1ending the RETREAT. 

Mail to: 39er RETREAT 
Thorp Spring Christian Center 
At. 6 Box 242 
Granbury, Texas 76048 
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COMMENTARY ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

VOLUME 1 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

VOLUME 2 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

VOLUME 3 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
and Haggai 

VOLUME 4 

Zechariah and Malachi 

-

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has now completed the Old Testament Commentaries on the Minor 
Prophets. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
~ich .a~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Com metztary 011 the Mitwr Prophets __ Vol. 1, __ Vol. 2, __ Vol. 3, 
__ Vol. 4 @ $8.95 each plus 15o/o for postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/o sales cax.) 

Name~----------------------------------------------------------

Address ___________________________________________________ _ 

City· ______________________________ State· ____________ ....._.ip·------
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1983 MIDWEST EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
The 1983 Midwest Evangelism Seminar 

set for March 1 0-12 will focus on the 
theme "Go Make Disciples" This year's 
seminar will once again be conducted 
in the Palmer Hotel in downtown Chi
cago. The three day series will open with 
Roger lamb, the director of the seminar, 
giving the opening speech. G P. Holt and 
Marty Fuqua, will follow. A special lun
cheon features Reuel Lemmons speak
ing on the subject "They Worshipped 
Him But Some Doubted." Kip McKean, 
Chuck lucas, Jerry Jones and Tom Jones 
will complete the program. 

The Midwest Evangelism Seminar is 
designed to instruct, train and motivate 
Christians .to speak and live God's mes
sage in their daily lives," says Roger 
lamb. Over 1600 participants at last 
year's seminar came from 16 states. The 
Heritage Chapel Church_ of Christ in 
Charleston, Illinois, is sponsor of this 
event. 

For additional information write: Mid
west Evangelism Seminar, 917 Wood
lawn, Charleston, Illinois 61920. 

James W. Ferguson, Sr., 33888 Wash
ington Ave., Union City, Ca. 94587. 
After 13 years with the Pleasanton 
church of Christ (formerly 35th Avenue 
Church in Oakland, Ca.) I began work 
September 1, 1982 with the lake 
Merced church of Christ in San Fran
cisco, Ca. I am still associated with the 
Pleasanton church as the director of the 
Bay Area School of Religion at that 
place. The work at Lake Merced congre
gation has started with marked growth 
in attendance and contribution. The 
property in S.F. is free of debt and with 
the splendid plant faciliti~s we look for
ward to a very lqng and prosperous work 
in this area. The 17th annual BAY AREA 

TEACHERS 
NEEDED ... 

Work in beautiful Sonoma 
County, north-central Cali
fornia, near coast. 
Openings: 

1. High School-capable of 
teaching math and 
science. 

2. Teacher for 3rd and 
4th grades. 

Administrator 
PACIFIC CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

Box 369. 
Graton, CA. 95444 
Tel. 707-823-2880 
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SCHOOL OF RELIGION lectureship is 
scheduled for April 3-6. 

---o---
-~ li'lnn FomulaUoD aubaerfptlon makes a 

wonderful birthday or anniversary gift. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a llat of new subacrlp· 
tiona to the Finn ll'o11D4AtloD, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the clty and at&te. 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY! ! ! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

-approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000 to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 

421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

OPPORTUNITY KNOI:KS! 
Do you believe in assisting good works? Are you ready to take ad
vantage of opportunities when they appear? If you can answer yes 
to either of the above questions, please read further. 

!ri-<;ounty Christian Academy, in Petersburg, Tennessee began operat
mg Ul the fall of 1982. We have grades 1-12 with a full well-qualified 
faculty. But as is the case with all Christian schools, they must suffer 
financially during their infancy. T.C.C.A. is no exception, and we need 
financial assistance to maintain our quality program. 

You can help by sending a personal donation (we hope on a continuing 
basis), by support from your congregation, support of a teacher's pay, 
a child's tuition, or supply us with the names and addresses of potential 
supporters. 

Mail all gifts (tax deductible) to: 

TRI-COUNTY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
ROUTE 1, BOX 29-A 
PETERSBURG, TN 37144 

(615) 659-9515 

DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO HELP! 
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THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
Aprill4-17, 1983 

THEME: "THE MILITANT CHURCH" 

Wednesday, April 13th 
7:30p.m ....... Introductory: Militancy and the Bible ............................................. Jack Grimes 

Thursday, April 14th 
9:00 a.m ....... Militancy and Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Jackson 

10:00 a.m ....... A Militant Bible School Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Collier 
11:00 a.m ....... Militancy and the Pulpit ..................................................... Johnny Ramsey 
1:30 p.m ....... Militancy in Facing Calvinism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wendell Winkler 
2:30p.m ....... Militancy in Guarding the Fellowship .......................................... Richard Black 
3:30p.m ...... . THRUST Hour: Premillennialism .................................................. Don Tarbet 
7:30p.m ....... Atheism's Most Influential Argument .................................... : ..... Wayne Jackson 
8:15p.m ....... Militancy Against Humanism .................................................. Hugo McCord 

Friday I April 15th 
9:00a.m ....... Militancy in Facing an Unbelieving World ................................... Wendell Winkler 

10:00 a.m ....... Militancy in Obtaining Workers in the Kingdom ................................... Ira Rice, Jr. 
11: 00 a.m ....... Uniqueness of Christianity in World Religions ................................. Wayne Jackson 
1:30 p.m ....... Humanism's Dangerous Influence on the Home .................................. Hugo McCord 
2:30p.m ....... The Army of the Lordi ....................................................... Johnny Ramsey 
3:30 p.m ....... THRUST Hour: Premillennialism ................................................. Oran Rhodes 
7:30 p.m ....... Militancy and the Eldership .................................................... Richard Black 
8:15p.m ....... "Let's Take A Look" ........................................................... Goebel Music 

Saturday, April 16th 
9:00 a.m ....... Militancy in Meeting the Instrumental Music Issue ................................ Don Prather 

10:00 a.m ....... Militancy in Strong Personal Morality ........................................... Perry Cotham 
11:00 a.m ....... Militancy in World Evangelism .................................................. Ira Rice, Jr. 
1:30 p.m ....... The Bible and Inerrancy ........................................................ Jerry Moffitt 
2:30 p.m ....... Growth in Stewardship .......................................................... Frank Dunn 
3:30 p.m ....... THRUST Hour: Premillennialism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Workman 
7:30p.m ....... Who Are We? ......................................... ~ ..................... Guy N. Woods 
8:15p.m ....... Shall We Have Unity IN ERROR? ................................................ Tom Warren 

Sunday, April 17th 
9:30a.m ....... Understandest Thou What Thou Readest? ....................................... Guy N. Woods 

10:30 a.m ... · .... L~st in the Heart .......................................................... Andrew Connally 

-Congregational Meal-

2:00p.m ....... Questions and Answers ....................................................... Guy N. Woods 
6:00p.m ....... Continued Militancy: "Stand Therefore!" ........................................ William Cline 
7:00p.m ....... Problems the Church Must Prepare to Face ....................................... Tom Warren 

-Congregational Singing ...... 7:00 nightly-

******** 

• ACCOMODATIONS IN HOMES ·OF MEMBERS • EXHIBIT'SPACE AVAILABLE-ON PRIOR APPROVAL 

• VANS. SELF-CONTAINED CAMPERS WELCOMED 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8900 MANCHACA ROAD AUSTIN, TEXAS 78745 
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NORTH-EAST SOUTH DAKOTA 
CONGREGATION PLANS CAMPAIGN 
july 13-27 are the scheduled dates for 

a city w ide campaign in Watertown, 
South Dakota. The town of 15,000 has 
been very productive in past campaigns, 
including one that resulted in 23 bap
tisms. Workers are being sol icited to 
help in the 14-day effort for all or part 
of the campaign. Room and board wil l 
be provided by the congregation. The 
Southwest Church of Christ in jonesboro, 
Arkansas is already committed to bring 
workers, but many more are needed. If 
you would like to wo rk w ith us, w rite 
Rodney Guy for registration at 1808 B 
Ave. NE, Watertown, SO 57201, o r call 
(605) 886-9202. 

----o----
15TH ANNUAL MICHIGAN 

MISSIONS FORUM 
MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 

"The Grass Is Green Now!" is the 
theme for the 15th Annual Michigan 
M issions Forum, Saturday, Apri l 23, at 
the Center For the Arts in Midland, 
Michigan. 

A new feature to the forum wil l be the 
"New Places Opportunities" report. 
Presentation s will be made on three 
Michigan cities that do not have a 
church. 

Doug Tackett and Brad McFaul w ill 
be the keynote speakers. 

For information contact james Chil
ton, (517) 835-8559-office, 853-9007-
home. 

Jerry Humphries, 2002 Darby Drive, 
Florence, Alabama 35630: In December, 
19 other workers from the U.S. and I 
joined forces w ith Christians in the 

WANTED-
PERSONAl EVANGEliSTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa· 

SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 
EVANGELISM 

Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

SERMONS FOR 
FUNERAL OCCASIONS 

Compiled by 
B. L. Bedwell 

8 2 l<'uneral Sermon outlines by 
over 50 gospel preachers, compris
ing the best thoughts for funeral 
occasions from countless such 
services. 

Nothing E lse Like It 
in Print 

Fabroid Binding- $1.50 

Order from 

FIRi\·[ FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Box GlO Austin, Texas 78767 
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Caribbean nation of St. Vincent in a 
campaign hosted by the church in the 
Retreat area . 26 were baptized. Some 
adherents of false religions, obviously 
upset over the teaching of the truth and 
its effect on the people, tried in various 
ways to hinder. In the 12 campaigns and 

meetings where I preached in 1982, 349 
responded, including 92 for baptism. My 
full-time evangel istic work which in
cludes training schools, workshops, cam
paigns and meetings, is now sponsored 
by the Darby Drive church in Florence, 
Alabama. 

THE FAIRBANKS CHURCH OF CHRIST INVITES YOU TO THE 

Alaskait Le~tn•·eship Ap•·il 1-3 
The Theme is: The Church, t he Organization, and 

the Relationship of All Members. 

Write: Church of Christ, 645 11th. Ave., Fairbanks, AK 
99701 for further information 

EARN CURRENT 
MONEY MARKET RATES! 

The 1981 Bond Series. will pay interest rates equal to the maxi
mum allowable Money Market Interest rate for Savings and Loan 
Institutions as of March 1 for interest due on April 1 of each year 
and as of September 1 for interest due on October 1 of each year. 
Minimum interest rate paid for the following described bonds 
shall be: 

Maturity Date 

1990 
1991-1994 

Minimum Interest 

12%% 
13% 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. Bonds for Christian Care Center in 
Dallas, Texas, Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas, and Lakewood Vil
lage in Fort Worth , Texas, units of Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
(formerly Home for the Aged) under the oversight of the elders of 
the Garland Road Church of Christ in Dallas. 

REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement IS neither an olfer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The offering is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228 PhOne- (214) 270-7583 

....-~!Wlll!11ml 
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WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STU·DENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 
anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• -. "~\ 

~0\) 
~~~ 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

ft-~+'+° CONTACT US: 
~c 

~ cP OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
0 

~to"" Dept. FF 
~o~ P. 0. Box IBC 

0~ft. '~ Florence, AL 35630 
~ ,t' 1-800-982-4807 or 

~0 1-205-766-6610 
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BOOKS ~ leview 
LOVE AND ANGER IN MARRIAGE. David 
Mace. Zondervan.135 p. $7.95 

The author thinks many have over
looked the power and function of anger. 
He gives· haghlights on how to tum it 
into a powerful toot to sustain marriage. 

CATHERINE MARSHALL'S STORY BIBLE. 
Catherine Marshall. Chosen. 200p. 
$17.50 
Catherine Marshall's books have sold 

over 18,000,000 copies. This giant sized 
(10X13 inches) children's story book 
adorned with the innocent artistic genius 
of children from around the world, will 
catch the imagination of young and 
qld alike. The creative genius of the 
author, coupled with the international 
flavor of the 77 art illustrations brings a 
freshness to the Bible stories that we 
think will make this book a best seller, 
and certainly a favorite for years to 
come. 

SUPER NATURAL LIVING. Betty Malz. 
Chosen. 134p/p $9.95 
Super Natural, as the reader will find, 

does not mean super-pious, but, rather, 
responding to the natural, day-by-day 
challenges of life in such a way as to 
be able to enjoy the cup to the last 
drop. 

THE SIMPLE ENGLISH BIBLE. Interna
tional Bible Publishing Co. Softback. 
$3.57, hardback $8.97, Leather $11.97 
An easy to read edition translated by 

• Christians. Since its introduction in New 
York in May, it has received reviews in 
over 300 major newspapers. There will 
be objections to it, as there have always 
been objections to every translation that 
has ever been made. But we predict a 
wide reception for it. · 

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH THEN 
AND NOW. LeRoy Lawson. Stan-
dard. 157 pp. $3.95 · 

One of the best we have seen dealing 
with the plan of salvation and the nature 
of the church. Many, many sermon 
starters. 
. --

CHRISTIANITY tHROUGH THE CEN-
TURIES. Earl E. Cairos. Zondervan. 
507 p. $19.95 

An enlarged edition of a standard 
work, first published in 1954. The re
visions are the result of field testing and 
of tbe contributions of scholars since the 
original publication date. It is a history 

. of the Christian religion from its begin
ning until now, and through it runs a 
thread o\ what the author calls "pessi
mistic optimism." The phrase aptly 

· describes the objectiveness of Jhe author 
as he recoul'\t$ the ups and downs and 
in and outs of tht! sometimes crooked 
and muddy sr!a.nQpt relig. ion which 
began at a crysyl (1~,. 

f\. · • .:.~~~1!1-: •.; 
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IF THOU HADST KNOWN. Stanley 
Paher. Gospel Lighthouse. 127 p. 
$5.95 

The author, a brother from the Las 
Vegas area, deals decisively with the re
ligious racketeers who take advantage of 
troubled times with baseless pronounce
ments concerning the "end times." He 
exposes the false theory of premil
lennialism and the fanciful interpreta
tions of prophecy hounds. He takes the 
position that all texts referring to "the 
end times" and "later days" pointed to 
the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

BETRA YEO. Stan Teich in. Chosen. 137 p. 
$7.95 

The daughter in this Jewish family· ac
cepted Jesus. It caused consternation in 
the family. In response to her plea that 
they read the Bible without prejudice, 
each of the family members did. They 
accepted the Bible story of jesus, and 
admitted that he was the Christ. They 
wound up in the Living Word Fellow
ship, an undenominational group, but 

the story of their struggles to faith in 
Jesus is inspirational. It could show the 
way to other jews. 

ESSAYS ON PAUL. C. K. Barrett, West
minister.170 p. $18.95 

An in-depth study of Paul's relation
ship with the church at Corinth. A re
nowned scholar provides some interest
ing insights into the problems that Paul 
faced, and a study of the relationship 
between Christianity and judaism. 

ESSAYS ON JOHN. C. K. Barrett. West
minster. 167 p. $18.95 

An eminent scholar deals with some 
of the theological methods in John's 
writings. He has an interesting section 
on the meaning of Jesus and upon the 
nature of his hum·anness. 

When sending a book for review fn these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

An books rcriowed bore ma:r bo purc:haaed from 
tho Firm Follllclation Puhllahlng. House. Pleaao add 
'LOO for postage and bandllnsr on ordon of '10.00 
or leu; 10'10 on ordon onr '10.00. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching · 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT~ AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

. (214) 626-7716 

Southwestern 
SINGING SCHOOL 

JUne 19- 24, 1983 
Thorp Spring, Texas· 

1'"111 3 il ~ i I ~jlj 
1: Let - """" greet tbe - with ..... , 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 

·Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 
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c L AI s s I F I E D 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Mln
lstryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 

Advertla~ Jn thll section f1.10 per Uno. Dealanecl especlaiJ7 to accommodate eonpoaatlona 
adnrtialna meetln~r place.e,: preachers aeeldD~r work or conpeeatiou aceldac preachen. Abo otbor 

WOMAN'S COUNSELOR POSITION: Opening available 
for a mature Christian woman to work with college 
and single adult women In a congregation of 170. 
Position begins June 11 1983. Submit resume and let
ters of recommendation to DeKalb Church of 
Christ, 126 S. Fifth St., P.O. Box 334, DeKalb, IL 60115 
prior to March 31, 1983. 

acceptable matter. · 

BBAB. VALLEY CHURCH OF CBRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

PreachiDB-Penonal Evanpllam-Miuions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard :M. Gray-Director 

l (808) 986-6800.. 2'10'1 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 8022'1 
JI'O.JI,T ROOD- KILLIIDDN. TIDXAS . 

Southside Church of Christ 1606 B. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
834-6012. Bun. 9:80 & 10:80 A.H. 4: 6:00 
P.H., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OBATJI.&!L !f. J" Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'7918. NORTHERN NlDW ·.JERSEY, 
KlDW YOKIC CITY A.RmA. 20!·686-8810 or 
101-886-3688. 
BREWER. HAINB-241 Center st., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:115: Worship, 11:00. Phone 20'7-
989-2589, or 868-4888. Vlalbml Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to tho GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY ABlDA. SOBOOL 011' PIUDACBING 
11800 'DubUD Boa4 

Plea•aatoa, ODUfonafa 8.4588 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr •• Dlreotor 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. PJJ. "(808) 822-1960 or O!aJ.:Gce M&7f 
ChurC'.h of Clmst, 464'7 Bauaala Rd., Kapaa, Bawal 
96'148. 

METRO-DENVER AltEA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 808-'789-4'749 

Mao Bartee. Evan1t811st 
DIDNVBB, COLORADO 802:18 

L&KEWOOD CII11BOR 011' CIIRIST 
4&& So. Youndeld Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1014 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Ter17 Cartwright. minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested. eontact Steve Bersnnan. Execu
tive Director. at P.O. Box 69'7, Vacaville. CA 96688. 
or call '70'1/448-866'7 .'" 
SUNSEI' SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Cllrlst, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock. TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas '19804. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~omery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
EVANSVILLE. l!fD., ~ B. llor- .&•e.. 
u.s. 480 But Opito•lte K-llart. Office 4T'I
un. Robb7' Wa4e, Mia. 4f8-4058. 
YUMA. ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sundu--

10. 11 a.m. 4:. 6:3-G p.m. Ph. 344-37&0 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN REI'IREMENT 

Anyone desiring a lovely . place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area Is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and Is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8880 N ... E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. '7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly. Min. '195-2811. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention lohn Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Te ephone no. 
209-591.0172 between 9-12 a.m. MlWTF. 

ALASKA - ANOROBA.GB CIIUROJI 011' 
OBBIST, 1'700 De Barr Rd. Wlll coa.taot 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph. Box 814. Jrncliorisre. Alaska 991510. 
Phone 2'12-'7&84 or 844-rm9. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience wltti foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983 • 

. Please call Don Hale at 504·381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

APPLICAnONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILlS. HUS. 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSINqf 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING.£. OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE \,;ON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Retired college English teacher, 62 but not in his 
dotage, 41 years varied teaching· experience, desires 
to work with a Texas church, large or small, preferably 
In the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider other areas. Am skilled In exposi
tion of scripture, communication, writing, and develoP.
ment of study aids. No hobbles. VIrtually self-supportei:l; 
adequate housing Is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. (704) 488·6369 • 
Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONl Begin big with small In· 
vestment. Two studio cameras, Panasonlc, WY-2150 
with zoom lenses Remote control units, Cables, ex
cellent condition, S5500.00. Lenses alone worth one-half 
this. Church of Christ, Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. 
314-888-597 4. 
Wa.hiDCtoa, D.o. area.-JO mlnutu from 
our na.tlon's capital, Church of Chrl•t. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Ale~drla. Vll'a1Dia 
13801, _phone (701) 818-1081 or 9'1l·f14T, 
Mark N. Blcks, JDvanpJist. 

MINISTER WANTED 
Congregation of approximately 70 members. We own 
our property and building. We are self-supporting, but 
we do not as yet have an eldership. We earnestly de
sire to have a spiritually mature man located with us 
to help us grow. 

Maryville is a city of some 10,000 people located 
In the Northwest corner of Missouri some 45 miles 
north of St. Joseph, and It is the county seat of 
Nodaway county. It also Is the home of Northwest 
Missouri State University which has an enrollment of 
over 4,500 and which offers a wide range of quality 
programs at both the bachelor and master's levels. 

Those Interested In this work should send a resume, 
sermon recording, and other supportive materials If 
desired to the Church of Christ, Box 31, Maryville, Mis
souri 64468 by March 10 If possible. For further In
formation call 816-927-3616 or 816-582-8003. 

BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII 
Preacher Wanted: Mature and Mission Minded. Housing 
and some support available. Interested parties write: 
Church of Christ, 46 Lono St., Hllo, Hawaii 96720. 

INVBSTIG.A.Tml Tlao 11'1~ B'oaDtlatloa 
tl'lea to •erea:a a4ftll"tbblaar, aad will Do1 
laaow1Darl7' take quoftloDable a4~ 
Bat It Ill tlae ~n'• ftQOIUibWtT to Ia• 
Yelltlpte. Like all7' otlaer -P•• we aae
tlmn 11Dwlttlql7' nua aa 11DWorth7' ... 
M tlae ol4 111171Dar Petie before 7'011 la....t. 
IJaye.U-tel 

HELP NEEDED FOR OPERATION 
The wife of Bro. Isabel Cepeda, one 

of our faithful Gospel preachers in Mex
ico, is in need of an operation. Since the 
$300 per month which he receives cov
ers only his living expenses, help is 
needed in this emergency. Churches or 
individuals please send to the Church of 
Christ, 702 Donaldson Ave., San Antonio, 
Tx. 78201. All money received will be 
forwarded immediately. 

Order by phone 

Toll-fre.e 

1-800-5 31-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

DON A LEE WILSOI ~' INC. 

General Contractor 

CHURCH BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 

Construction Management 
Commercial-Industrial-Institutional 

P.O. Box 1853-Chico, CA 95927 

Telephone 916/345-2425 

Contractor's License No. 257778 
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WITH THE BURNED OUT BUILDING as a backdrop, Elijah 
Anthony (right), minister of the 63rd & Vine Street Church, 
Philadelphia, accepts a check from the King of Prussia Church 
presented by Elza Huffard (left), an elder of the congregation. 
The Philadelphia church is seeking $150,000 in aid from other 
congregations and individuals for the $500,000 rebuilding 
project. See story inside this issue. 

Austin, Texas, March 22, 1983 
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Money 

During World War II, one ~f our ships was .torpedoed 
and sunk. It happened to be a ship carrymg a vast 
amount of money. In the process of sinking the ship 
disgorged bales of paper money, and the ?reenbacks 
literally covered the face of the surroundmg oc~an. 
While some seamen were availing themselves of life
boats a few frantically tried to gather up the money. 
And ~o of them drowned. They gave their lives, and 
their eternal souls, for worthless paper floating on the 
water. After all, what is money worth floating on the 
waves in the middle of the ocean? 

Or, for that matter, what is it worth in Manhattan, or 
Abilene, or in the sugar bowl? 

Money, in itself, is worthless. Purchasing power is 
all that it has. The things it can buy may be worth a 
lot, but money itself is neutral. We have to be very care
ful in getting money, and the things that money can 
buy, not to lose the things that money can never buy. 
Too many have sold their souls for a mess of pottage. 
Many of us spend our money trying to reward ourselves 
for what we have done, while forgetting that it belonged 
to the lord in the first place. · 

Why do people fight over money? Why do families 
become estranged over an estate? It is because money 
means different things to different people. Sometimes a 
wife spends more money than her struggling husband 
can make, simply because she wants to punish him. She 
may have become sorry that she married such a lout. In 
most family ·counseling we have done the root of the 
problem lies in money. It is, as jesus said, the root of all 
kinds of evil. 

Money to some "working wives" means freedom from 
the drudgery of housework and the ability to visit regu
larly the fast food stands. To the aged it may mean se
curity. To the struggling young couple it may mean sur
vival together. But all these meanings and many, many 
others are temporal and earthly and selfish. If it has no 
other meaning it is of itself evil. 

Money comes nearer showing where the heart is than 
anything else. The sin of Ananias was not in what he 
'gave but in ~hat he held back. The virtue of the poor 
widow in the temple was not in what she threw in but in 
what she held back. It told on both of them. And it tells 
on us. It tells us where our hearts are. 

The literature of all ages, among all peoples, deals 
with money as the measure of a man. Whether it be 
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Scrooge of Dickens' writing, of Mordecai, the jew, ~f 
Shakespeare, or the rich young ruler of john, money 1s 
the measuring stick of character. 

Nothing indexes our character more than the way we 
handle our money. It is true with individuals or congre
gations. When individuals mismanage money they bring 
upon themselves all sorts of trouble. When church lead
ers do not show integrity in money management matters 
they find themselves in trouble too. Recently there has 
been a great increase in the number of people who 
contribute their money to projects of their own choos
ing rather than to the church treasury. We are con
vinced that they do so because they have lost confi
dence in the money management policies of church 
leaders. 

Is it not true that the average church makes up a 
budget at the beginning of ·each year, and then pays 
little or no attention to it in the expenditures of the year? 
When leaders ask the congregation to pledge, or pur
pose, so much each Sunday to the program of work 
outlined, they have an obligation to spend the money 
pledged·for the purpose for which it was pledge~. Many 
church works have floundered because money gaven for 
one purpose was spent for another. It is a breach of in
tegrity, we believe, when those who gave the money ~re 
not dealt with according to the agreement upon whach 
the money was given. It does not build confidence in a 
leadership when the leadership does not keep its word 
regarding expenditures. . 

If the heart of the people is in the leadership it wall 
not be difficult to get the financial support of the people. 
If their treasures are placed elsewhere it is evidence that 
their confidence is placed elsewhere. Confidence has to 
be earned. It is earned by the practice of integrity on the 
part of leadership. 

Many good causes present themselves every week. 
They come after budgets are firmed up. If we supply. the 
need, where will we get the money? We do not beheve 
it completely honest to take money given for other pur
poses to· supply these needs. We can at least give many, 
if not all of those causes opportunity to be heard and 
we belie~e brethren will supply the need as their hearts 
are so inclined. ln. this way money expresses its real 
value-a barometer of the soul. 

No other thing presents as perfect an image of us
to ourselves or to others-as our use, and abuse, of 
money. 
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Admirable Authority 

A man in Mississippi came to the 
church assembly elated over a recent 
job promotion. One of his brethren 
asked, "Does this mean a salary in
crease?" "No," he replied, "but now, 
I'm over twelve men." 

Ted Koppel, the host of "Nightline," 
on November 2, 1982, interviewed a 
long-time politician who lost in a bid to 
retain his political office. The politician 
lamented the loss, for it meant the sur
render of a considerable degree of au
thority. He, in effect, said, "It was per
sonally gratifying for others to seek my 
counsel, because they recognized my 
authority." 

The quest for authority or desire "to 
be over" others has not escaped the 
church. Christian publications feature 
numerous articles on matters of au
thority. Various lectureships conducted 
by brethren address topics pertaining to 
the authority of elders and preachers. 
Bible classes have an uncanny manner 
of resurrecting the authority questions. 
And only the Lord knows the number 
of church building foyers which have 
given place to heated discussions on the 
same topic. We are an authority
conscious people. 

The Bible clearly teaches respect for 
authority. This must never be forgotten. 
Humanists may repudiate the authority 
of ancient "institutions" such as the 
home, church, and state. Protestant 
"scholars" may reject the authority of 
the scriptures. And political activists may 
deride the policy of our civil govern
ment. But the Christian must always 
honor God-ordained authority. 

The purpose of this article is to focus 
upon some traits of authority which God 
admires-admirable authority. Webster 
defines the word 111admirable" as "de
serving the highest esteem." What type 
of authority i:; it that deserves the 
highest esteem? jesus gives us insight 
into this question in Matthew 8:5-10. 

The text introduces a person of civil 
authority-a Roman centurion. This 
centurion approaches jesus on behalf of 
his servant who was at home sick. Even
tually, as the story proceeds, the cen
turion will "go his way" to find his ser
vant was healed. Notice some of the 
admirable qualities of this man of 
authority. 

Authority of Compassion 
The Roman centurion was the back

bone of the Roman army. Each Roman 
legion was divided into sixty centuries 
of one hundred men each. The centurion 
was over a century, i.e., over one hun
dred men. But even though this cen-
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turion was a man of considerable au
thority, he nevertheless cared for his 
servant. This man of authority had a 
heart condition that allowed him to 
"suffer with another," i.e., have "com
passion" for another. 

It wasn't macho in the Roman Empire 
to show grave concern for the well-being 
of a slave. Varro, a Roman writer on 
agriculture, divided the instruments of 
agriculture into three groups-the ar
ticulate, the inarticulate, and the mute. 
The articulate comprised the slaves; the 
inarticulate would be farm animals such 
as a cow; and the mute would be a farm 
cart or vehicle of some sort. The only 
difference between a slave and a cow or 
cart was the ability to speak. Slaves did 
not matter. Their suffering, life, or death 
was of little consequence outside the 
economic realm. Other Romans may not 
have cared, but this doesn't appear to 
be true of the centurion of our text. 

Authority without compassion is not 
leadership, but perhaps more aptly de
scribes dictatorship. The "survival of the 
fittest" premise should have no place in 
the leadership of the church because it 
is void of compassion. Leadership with 
compassion will consistently seek the 
best interest of the constituents. Leader
ship without compassion manipulates 
others like pawns on a chessboard. 

jesus, he who had all authority, was a 
man of compassion. The centurion, who 
found grace in the Lord's eyes, was a 
compassionate man. And men of ad
mirable authority in the church will in
variably be compassionate. 

Authority of Humility 
The centurion's humility is expressed 

in verse 8: "Lord, I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under my roof: but 
speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed." The Mishna forbade a 
Jew from entering the house of a Gen
tile, for all Gentile dwelling places were 
unclean. This Roman centurion did not 
mock Jewish tradtion, nor appeal to his 
position of authority, but he humbly 
stated, ''I'm not worthy ... " 

His attitude was s1milar to that of 
John the Baptist toward Jesus: "whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear." His dis
position calls to mind Peter's statement, 
"Thou shalt never wash my feet." His 
deportment may echo Paul's admonition, 
" ... not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think ... " His humility 
was often the subject of our Lord's 
conversation; "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit ... " This man's humility was, no 
doubt, admirable to our Lord who again 
said, "Whosoever will be chief among 
yet, let him be your servant." 

Admirable authority in the church is 
always seasoned with humility. The way 
to be first is to be last. The way up is 
down. The way to lead is to serve. 
Strange, but true! Some seemingly hold 
the notion that when an elder, deacon, 
or preacher resigns, they "step down." 
Admirable authority doesn't "step 
down," it has to "get up." Admirable 
authority is willing to bow to dirty feet 
and be girded with a towel. Admirable 
authority can never clear its mental 
faculties of indebtedness to God's won
derful grace. "But by the grace of God 
I am what I am:" 

Authority of Faith 
Verse 8 also reveals a great faith on 

the centurion's part. Fundamentally 
speaking, faith is just taking God at his 
word-trusting God. The Roman of
ficial knew the word of Jesus was suf
ficient. He says, in effect, 11 All you have 
to do, Lord, is give the word and this 
matter is resolved." When jesus heard 
this faith verbalized, he marveled and 
said, "I have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel." 

The centurion understood the me
chanics of authority. Legitimate authority 
merits a response. "I say to this man, 
Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my ser
vant, Do this and he doeth it." Recog
nizing both the mechanics of authority 
and the legitimacy of Christ's authority 
compelled him to say, 11Speak the word 
only." 

Admirable authority in the body of 
Christ has an all-sufficient faith in an all
sufficient word-God's word. The au
thority that God holds in high esteem is 
that which says, "speak the word only." 
Traditions? No! Consensus of opinions? 
No! The word of God? Yes! The word 
confirms that God has always admired 
those leaders who "walk by faith and not 
by sight." 11So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God." 

Barclay makes an interesting observa
tion: "It is interesting to note that every 
centurion mentioned in the New Testa
ment is mentioned with honor." Could 
it be the centurion of Matthew chapter 
eight was representative of other Roman 
centurions relative to qualities of lead
ership? Well, we may never know the 
answer to this question. But this is cer
tain-the admirable authority of the 
centurion should be representative of 
leaders in God's kingdom. Authority of 
compassion, humility, and faith is-ad
mirable authority. 

Box 4192, Panama City, FL 32401 

3 [187] 



THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Unknown God 
0. H. TABOR 

"Roman satirists say, ' It was easier to find a god in Athens 
than a man.' Athenian religion was entirely lacking in moral 
power, but it ministered to art, amusement and excitement. It 
was weak in its appeal to the inner qualities and needs of the 
soul." Aul ius Ge llius says, " The ancient Romans, when alarmed 
by an earthquake, were accustomed to pray, not to a speci
fied divinity, but to a god expressed in vague language, as 
avowedly unknown." 

Among such people, confused by monotheism, stood the 
apostle Paul, saying, "Men of Athens! I see that in every way 
you are very religious-for as I walked around and observed 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar wi th this 
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship 
as someth ing unknown I am going to proclaim to you" 
(Acts 17:23). 

Paul 's subject is not, as in a Jewish synagogue, the Mes
siahship of jesus, but the I iving God, in contrast to the ma
terialistic and pantheistic po lytheism of Greece, which sub
verted all true religion. He comes, not in weakness of 
approach, but wi th an authoritative announcement of God, 
after whom they were groping or searching. Paul does not 
give their unknown god a name but did unfold th e true 
character and greatness as they were ab le to understand and 
receive it. 

Polytheism dates back many centuries and was a powerful 
force in the days of Abraham. Ur was in Babylonia; and 
Babylonians had many gods and goddesses. Th ey were wor
shipers of fire, th e sun, moon, stars and various forces of 
nature. Had Paul stood in Babylonia in the days of Abraham, 
he could have preached the same message as he did at Athens 
and it would have been quite in place. Pol ytheism has always 
brought great confusion to the minds of men. 

In the midst of such confusion Paul preached about the 
essence, substance, and works of the Creator. Paul dwelt on 
the spirituality of the true God, show ing that he is not a 
material substance. jesus said: "God is Spiri t" Uohn 4:24). If 
God is spirit, he must be an immaterial and incorporal sub
stance. Paul showed that their "unknown God" is invisible. 
john says, "No man hath seen God at any time" Uohn 1 :18). 
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0. H. Tabor has been a 'staff 
writer for The Firm Foundation 
for more than 30 years. He 
lives in lamesa, Texas, and has 
preached the gospel for more 
than half a century. 

Also Paul preached that God is alive and is, therefore, called 
the "l iving God." The God, whom they knew not, is a person 
and the Bible addresses him as such. He possesses the psy
chological characterist ics of personality: intellect, sensibility, 
volition, and acts. He is represented as speaking, see ing, hear
ing, and repent ing. He is said to be the creator, upholder, 
ruler and sustainer of all things. 

The non-moral attributes of God are: omnipresence, om
niscience omnipotence, and immutabi lity. 

The moral attributes are given so as to bring him closer to 
men as they search for him and fee l after him. Holiness oc
cupies the foremost rank among the attributes of God. God 
wanted the people of the Old Testament to recognize him by 
th is at tribute. His holiness is emphasized by the bounds set 
about Mount Sinai when God went down upon the mountain; 
also by peace offerings, by the institution of the priestly sys
tem, by the set feasts of Israel and by the isolation of the 
lsrael i ~es in Palestine. Henry Thiessen, in his Lectures, draws 
three important things from the fact that God is holy. First, 
there is a chasm between God and the sinner. Not only is 
the sinner estranged from God, but God is estranged from 
the sinner. Before sin came, man and God had fellowship 
with each other; now that fellowship is broken and impos
sibl e. Second ly, that man must approach God th rough the 
merits of another, if he is to approach him at all. Man neither 
possesses nor can he acquire the sinl essness that is necessary 
to access to God. But Christ has come and made such access 
possible. Thirdly, we should approach God with reverence 
and godly fear. Right views of th e holiness of God lead to 
right views of sin. 

Righteousness and justice are moral attri butes o f the Holy 
God. In virtue of the former, he established moral govern
ment and imposed just laws upon the creatures. In virtue of 
the latter he executes his laws, involving the bestowal of re
wa rds and punishments. 

The most wonderful moral attribute o f God is his goodness 
and in a larger sense of the term, the goodness of God in
cludes all the qua lities that answer to our conception of an 
ideal personage. By reason of his goodness we see the love 
of God by which he is eternally moved to communicate with 
man. One cannot see the gift of the Son of God without 
knowing that God feels for mankind. Because of the goodness 
of God we see the benevolence of God. His benevolence is 
man ifested in his care for the wel fa re of his creatures. Be
cause God is good we see his mercy over all. Compassion, 
pity, and loving kindness are other terms in the Scripture that 
means practically the same thing. "God is rich in mercy." 

In the Old Testament God is revealed as Creator and Gov
ernor. j esus Christ added to this, the reve lation of God as 
Father. The j ewish Scriptures revea led the holiness, righteous
ness, hPnevolence, might and beneficence of God; Christ 
completed the revelation by add ing the idea of God as Father. 
j esus taught that the Father, himsel f loves us; that the Father 
knows what things we need, before we ask him; that he wi ll 
withhold no good thing from his children; and that he wi ll 
be with us always. 

The God, who created and fills the universe, who gave his 
Son to die for our sins, who rules completely over the uni
verse who once was "an unknown God" is now the "known 
God," our heavenly Father, who loves us, leads us and will, 
through the meritorious works of j esus on Calvary, take us to 
be with him where we can share his glory. 

415 Terrace Ci rcl e, Lamesa, TX 79331 
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The Pepperdine University School of Law 
I am grateful for the opportunity to 

share with you information concerning 
the Christian dimension of Pepperdine 
University School of Law. The idea of a 
law school which attempts, to combine 
academic excellence with an apprecia
tion for Christian values and ideals 
should be of interest to a great many 
people. 

The deans of many of the law schools 
that are a part of church related uni
versities openly state that the law school 
is in no way influenced by that associa
tion. It is not unusual for the dean to 
state with a great deal of pride that 
faculty members are selected on exactly 
the same basis that they would be 
chosen in a public institution. By way 
of contrast, the openly Christian aspect 
of Pepperdine University School of Law 
is one that has historically received a 
great deal of attention. 

In many respects Pepperdine was the 
test school for both the American Bar 
Association (whose accreditation is 
necessary in order for a school's gradu
ates to be recognized nationally) and the 
Association of American Law Schools 
(the prestigious national association of 
law schools) as to whether a church
related law school with a significant re
ligious influence or interest can meet the 
academic and policy requirements of 
those accrediting bodies. The school was 
successful in both instances because of 
the balanced attention which our school 
has given to Christian values and aca
demic excellence, and the credibility 
that our program has earned in the legal 
commumty. 

It is not a simple task to accurately 
describe to prospective students all the 
Christian influences within a law school. 
Some individuals will assume that a 
school which discusses a Christian orien
tation or purpose is necessarily some
what lacking in academic quality. Chris
tian schools should, by their very nature, 
be examples of excellence in all that 
they do. That is certainly our goal at 
Pepperdine University School of Law. 

In describing, then, what is different 
or unique about our Law School in com
parison with most others there is first of 
all the fact that attention is directed in 
the printed material published by the 
Law School concerning our interest in 
such things as Christian values, high 
moral standards, legal ethics, profes
sional responsibility, etc. In other words, 
we are careful to include statements 
concerning what it is that we believe. 

Secondly, special emphasis is given 
throughout the curriculum to legal ethics 
and professional responsibility. It is not 
only appropriate, but professors are ac
tively encouraged to include discussions 
of moral and ethical questions that relate 
to each of the substantive courses being 
taught. Students, likewise, are encour
aged to ask questions dealing with such 
matters. (This should be contrasted with 
the attitude of many professional re
sponsibility professors in other institu
tions who take the position that it is 
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utter.ly improper to include discussions 
relatmg to moral values in a law school.) 

We are vitally concerned . about the 
bas~c honesty of lawyers, about their 
havmg a desire to serve their clients 
rather than feeling that clients are 
merely a source of income. We are con
cerned about the relationship between 
power and responsibility. In essence, we 
are working toward producing lawyers 
who can be trusted. 

One of the most crucial elements of 
our distinct identity relates to the careful 
selection of faculty and staff members 
who can serve as role models. The role 
model concept is certainly not novel with 
us. However, it is amazing how often 
people fail to realize that every profes
sor in every school serves as a role 
model, either good or bad. 

The difference is that in some institu
tions (such as ours) the faculty members 
are keenly aware of this responsibility 
a_nd ~re actively try.ing to create a posi
tive mfluence. It 1s, therefore, crucial 
that faculty members be hired who 
strongly identify with the special pur
poses and mission of our school. 

Because of the daily contact between 
faculty members and students, it is the 
faculty member who will, to the greatest 
extent, impact the students' lives-either 
positively or negatively. We are confi
dent that students receive a different 
kind of education when all of their legal 
studies are taught from the perspective 
of someone who understands God's 
order. Professors influence their stu
dents about values in any number of 
ways. They do this by what they say, 
by what they do, and by what they 
neglect to talk about. If morality, for 
example, is never discussed in connec
tion with the legal subject under con
sideration, the professor is indicating to 
his students that it is irrelevant or un
important. 

Any time that we turn over the educa
tion of our young people to individuals 
who teach law in a moral vacuum we are 
failing to educate our students to the 
best of our ability. 

While a great deal that is done by an 
institution reflects either favorably or 
unfavorably on its credibility as a Chris
tian institution, perhaps the most posi
tive contribution of all is the regular 
demonstration by an administration, 
faculty and staff of practical Christianity 
and the Christian virtues. The way ad
ministrators, faculty and staff perform 
their duties and relate to students, tends 
to be the place where "the rubber meets 
the. road." Students are likely to react 
favorably when they perceive that those 
who operate the school have a genuine 
and personal concern for them. Pro
fessors are respected when they are de
manding in their expectations but not 
harsh in their methods. 

I am pleased that in the Inspection 
Report filed as part of the reaccreditation 

inspection by the ABA/ AALS which the 
Law School underwent last year stated 
that the role model efforts of our faculty 
is "a distinct plus." 

Every year for the past several years 
one or more of the visiting/rofessors at 
~epperdine have observe that there 
1s a completely different atmosphere 
here than what they have experienced 
at other law schools. They indicate that 
it is much more pleasant here, that 
people treat each other better, and that 
there is a feeling that the faculty and 
students are not adversaries as is gen
erally the case in law schools. 
. Another important aspect of a Chris

tian law school is its student body. It has 
been our practice to openly state our 
beliefs and then welcome all aca
demically qualified individuals who wish 
to study in such an environment. We 
enroll students with a wide variety of 
personal beliefs. Rather than preaching 
to students or pressuring them to ac
cept our doctnne, the approach we 
have used is one in whidi the faculty 
a.nd staff attempt to demonstrate Chris
tian character and ideals in their daily 
lives. 

While there is a great deal of diversity 
a!'"ong our student body, it is most cru
Cial that there be a critical mass of stu
dents who understand and appreciate 
restoration movement Christianity. For 
this reason, special efforts are made to 
inform students from the church of 
~h_rist ab<?ut our school. We regularly 
v1s1t our s1ster colleges and universities 
While the number of students with ~ 
church of Christ background in the Law 
School is quite small, the number is in
creasing. 

Another way in which a Christian law 
school, such as Pepperdine is distinctive 
is in connection with its programs or 
policies. At Pepperdine there is an ac
tive chapter of the Christian Legal So
ciety, there are a number of student-led 
Bible studies going on throughout the 
week, a course is offered on Law and 
Religion, and members of the faculty are 
actively involved in church work and 
other Christian service. 

From the current Law School faculty 
three are serving or have served as 
elders, three as deacons, several others 
as Bible class teachers and Professor 
David Davenport is serving as pulpit 
minister for the University Church of 
Christ. Among law students who have 
been converted is a former President of 
the Student Bar Association who now 
serves as Associate General Counset for 
Pepperdine University. 

Those individuals who believe that 
students who are in law school are past 
the age when they can be influenced for 
good are miserably mistaken. The three 
years when an individual is in law school 
is the time when one can best think 
through and adoft his pr her own per
sonal standard o professional responsi
bility and ethics. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Salvation in Different Ages CECIL HOOK 

This lesson will be different from 
those I taught for many years con
cerning "the three dispensations." Those 
efforts covered some valid points but 
they did not reach the most accurate 
and complete conclusions. In this study 
I shall not pretend to reach the ultimate 
truth, but I hope you will explore with 
me and then give me your input. , 

When sin came and death came 
through sin, God designed to save man 
from both sin and death. In different 
ages God has saved man using different 
but related means and requirements. 
We offer tbis simple diagram for illus
tration as we proceed with this brief 
jstudy. 

NDtiONI 

We begin with a line representing the 
races of humanity-the nations. Gentiles 
means nations, but since Gentiles is used 
in contrast to those who were of Israel, 
we will use the more general term na
tions in this discourse. · 

Along this line of the nations God has 
dealt with humanity in the entire course 
of history. In Old Testament history the 
nations had no offer of heaven or prom
ise of personal salvation. There was no 
missionary, evangelical message with a 
plan of salvation or system of law. In
timations of immortality were dim. 

Down through history God communi
cated with non-fsraeli individuals such 
as Adam, Cain, Baalam, Beltshazzar, 
Ne~uchadnezzar, the Magi, and Cor
nelius, Messages were sent to Nineveh 
Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Tyre, and Sidon~ 

Individuals of the nations worshiped 
God, such as Cain, Abel, Enoch, Noah 
Abraham, Melchizedek, Jethro, and job 
and on down through the Magi and 
Cornelius. The role of women and chil
dren in religion is vague along this line 
of the nations. 

This line of God's dealing with the 
nations has continued from Adam until 
the present and it will end only when 
Jesus returns. 

At one point God called Abraham 
from among the nations to create a 
separate nation. He made an agreement 
with Abraham based upon both earthly 
and spiritual promises and he sealed the 
agreement, or ~ovenant, by circumcision, 
a mark to distinguish them from the 
nations. 

After Abraham's family multiplied and 
b~came Israel, God made an agreement 
With Israel. The law of Moses was given 
to guide the personal lives and worship 
of the covenant people. This law was not 
given to save them, and it could not, nor 
was it the covenant. It contained no plan 
of salvation, no missionary or evangeli
cal message, nor any promise of heaven 
to the covenant people. Women and 
children had ltttle part in it. This law was 
given only to the covenant people, not 
to the nations. Even though the law 
could bring sin and not salvation, ulti-
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mately Christ redeemed those who were 
under the law. Thus their salvation was 
by grace instead of Jaw. With the death 
of Jesus, that separated Israeli line 
ceased to exist. Since then there is no 
distinction as had been made by the 
covenant and the law. Now we are all 
in the original line of the nations of 
humanity. 

This separation of the Israeli line from 
the line of the nations had not di
minished God's interest in all men or 
reduced the accountability of the indi
vidual in the nations. God expected 
righteousness of them and he still re
quires righteousness of all men. But they 
had no revealed system of law or wor
ship. How could they be counted as 
sinners since "sin is a transgression of 
the law" and "where there is no law 
there is no transgression." 

They were obligated to the unwritteR
Iaw. They had no cocle of law, but there 
are two ageless laws: love God and love 
man. People who never heard of Moses 
or Christ have always been required to 
have these two Jaws written on their 
hearts. In Romans 2:14-27 Paul speaks 
of the Gentiles (nations) being a law 
unto themselves with the law written on 
the heart. Paul laid a charge against the 
nations for their Jack of loving response 
in saying that, though they knew God 
through nature, they did not glorify him 
or give thanks, and then he enumerates 
their sins against one another. They· 
should have discerned that "God's kind
ness is meant to lead you to repen
tance." Even though, as it was with 
Nineveh, "The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all 

Grace That Works 
No concept taught in the Bible is more 

difficult for the human mind to under
stand than that of grace. A look at what 
Paul had to say to Titus about this mat
ter can prove most helpful in getting the 
biblical concept. 

The apostle says at 2:11, "For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men." Some seem un
able to grasp the fact that it is the grace 
of God that brings salvation. The Phari
sees of our lord's day, and multitudes 
since then, have felt a compulsion to 
earn their salvation by good works. That 
this cannot be done is made plain by 
Paul in verses 3:4, 5 

So many have, after reading these and 
other passages, decided that salvation is 

·by grace and since God has done every
thing, man can just do as he pleases. 
The Pharisee who sought to save him
self by his own righteousness was no 
more wrong than the man who decides 
that grace is his invitation to lawlessness. 
Paul anticipated this rroblem in the 
opening of chapter 6 o Romans. "What 
shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may. abound? God for
bid. How shall we that are dead to sin, 

men everywhere to repent," all indi
viduals have not been commended yet 
for an individual is not commanded who 
has not heard the command, hence, is 
still in "times of ignorance." 

A man of the nations was not a sinner 
because of not keeping the law of 
Moses, but he was lost because of his 
violation of the law which should have 
been written on his heart. likewise, an 
unevangelized person today is not lost 
because he is not baptized or does not 
eat the lord's Supper but because of his 
violation of love toward God and man. 
If he was not of the covenant people, he 
was not under the law of Moses. If one 
is not in covenant relationship with God 
through Christ today, he is not under the 
directives given to the covenant people. 
He is a sinner because he has violated 
the unwritten law of love to God and 
man. 

Aren't all people under the covenant 
of Christ today? Wasn't it ratified on the 
cross? A covenant relationship w~s made 
possible at the time of the atonement, 
but I was not living then in order to en
ter an agreement with God. I made my 
agreement in 1933, being separated to 
that line of God's covenant people. Then 
Jesus' directives given to regulate the 
covenant people became my guide. Pre
vious to my sealing my covenant by 
baptism and his giving of the seal of 
the Spirit, I was not in the covenant of 
grace and was not judged or justified 
as a covenant person. I was not lost be
cause I had faHed to obey the gospel but 
because I was a sinner and could not 
save myself just as a person does not 
drown because he refuses the offered 
life preserver but because he is in the 
water and cannot swim out. 

(Continued on page 11) 

GAYLORD COOK 

live any longer therein?" 
Reading all of what Paul says to Titus, 

rather than isolating the mentioned ·1as
sages will likewise avoid the diffi~ulty. 
Verse 12 of Titus 2, a part of the same 
sentence that makes up verse 11, de
clares, "Teaching us that, denying un
godliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world." Then in Titus 3:8, 
immediately following the statement 
about being justifed by grace, the in
spired writer says: "This is a faithful 
saying, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are 
good and profitable unto men." 

Good works do not save us. If we are 
saved, we are saved by grace. But 
nothing could be more foreign to the 
biblical concept of grace than to think 
it means one can do as he pleases. Quite 
to the contrary, it binds man to holiness. 
Grace makes a man do good works, not 
evil. It makes him more obedient, not 
less. It is not grace OR works-it is 
grace AND works! 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, TX 79081 
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Instrumental Music and Division in the 19th Century 
KEN CHUMBLEY 

The editor of the Restoration Herald, 
published by the Christian Restoration 
Association of the Independent Christian 
Church, in recent correspondence stated 
that, 11There is no way we are all going 
to get into the same building and there 
is no way we are all going to have the 
same likes and dislikes. And the side-by
side existence of the 'likes' and 'dislikes' 
during the last half of the nineteeth cen
tury should be viewed carefullr and 
prayerfully in the light of the rea issue 
of fellowship." This statement was made 
at the conclusion of his reply to my let
ter, both of which had spoken to the 
auestion of instrumental music in wor
ship and the effect of its introduction 
into some of the churches during the 
nineteenth century. 

It is strange, to say the least, that this 
editor would say that, "There is no way 
we are all going to get into the same 
building," for before the introduction of 
the instrument there was nothing that 
made it impossible for brethren "to get 
into the same building," even with all 
of their ''likes" and "dislikes." What 
made it impossible for brethren to meet 
together in the same building was the 
introduction by some of instrumental 
music into the worship of the church. 

The whole point at issue is whether in
strumental music can be categorized as a 
111ike" or "dislike," as the editor would 
indicate. 

However, it is the latter part of his 
statement, "And the side-by-side exis
tence of the 'likes' and 'dislikes' during 
the last half of the nineteenth century 
should be viewed carefully and prayer
fully in the light of the real issue of fel
lowship" together with his statement 
earlier in the letter, "That the instrument 
'became' an issue is evident by the fact 
that it came up momentarily around 
1851 and for half a century, the· brethren 
worked and worshiped 'with or without' 
while maintaining fellowship. It devel
oped into the travesty which separates 
us," which concerns me most. In these 
statements the intimation is . given that 
during the latter half of the nineteenth 
century brethren worked alongside one 
another with their 'likes' and 'dislikes' 
concerning the instrument, and "wor
shiped 'with or without' while maintain
ing fellowship." Statements such as 
these indicate either an unawareness of 
the history of the churches of the last 
half of the nineteeth century or a willing 
blindness to the facts of history. It ap
pears that the editor, from these and 
other statements in his letter, is seeking 
to imply that fellowship was not broken 
during the last century but was broken 
in this century by those who opposed 
the instrument. I believe that he refers to 
the 1906 census, where for the first time 
there was a separate listing of churches, 
which many in the Christian Church be
lieve was initiated by those who op
posed the organ. In order to be able to 
answer such statements by the pro-

ponents of instrumental music, we need 
to be aware of what actually transpired. 

Although it is true that it "came up 
momentarily around 1851," there was 
very little effort to introduce the instru
ment into worship. However, an exami
nation of the history of the period shows 
that by 1864 it was beginning to be 
introduced. That there were problems, to 
say the least, with regard to maintaining 
fellowship between those who accepted 
the instrument and those who rejected 
it, is seen in many articles which were 
written from 1864. onwards. To show 
this, we will make quotations from some 
of these articles: 

It is useless to tell us, It is not to 
be made a test. If you impose it on 
the conscience of brethren and, by a 
majority vote, force it into the wor
ship, are they bound to stifle their 
consciences? Have you a right to com
pel them to submit and worship with 
the instrument? They stand on the 
old ground, where the first Christians 
stood. If you press the instrument into 
the worship, we care not whether you 
call it an element or an aid, and drive 
them away, because they cannot con
scientiously worship with the instru
ment, you cause division. You are 
the aggressor-the innovator you do 
this too, for the accompaniment of 
corruption and apostasy, admitting at 
the same time that you have no con
science in the matter.-Ben Franklin, 
American Christian Review, Vol. 13, 
No.24. 

All of our brethren who favour the 
use of the organ, and some of those 
opposed to it, say that this must not 
be made a test of fellowship. Did 
those brethren ever seriously ask 
themselves this question-who is it 
that makes the organ a test of fellow
ship? ... We desire to live in fellow
ship with the congregation in which 
we have seen so many happy days, 
but we cannot do it if you bring in 
the new item of worship. We regard it 
as unauthorized and corrupting; as 
calculated to carnalize the worship. 
But, say the majority, we have de
termined to use the instrument, and 
you can either accept that or withdraw 
from the congregation. Here now, is a 
new test of fellowship. Who has made 
it?-J. B. Briney, Apostolic Times, 
Vol. 11, No. 22. 

If you introduce the organ and drive 
persons from the worship with it, and 
who cannot do it in good conscience, 
you are the cause of the disturbance 
and will find yourself held re
sponsible. We are certain the Lord 
does not require us to worship with 
the organ, and we will not do it. If 
any man brings into the worship a 
new and foreign element, and thus 
places pious people in such a position 
to compel them to worship with the 
organ or not worship with him, he 
introduces the disturbing element and 

is to b, held responsible for the 
trouble. I. -eference to such a com
mandment .~, 'Mark them who cause 
divisions!-Ben Franklin, American 
Christian Review, Vol. 15, No. 39. 

So do we. This is sound doctrine. 
We do most certainly echo it. But are 
there now no elements of discord, 
alienation and division existing among 
us? Is the organ such? I think the 
Standard's editor will not deny that it 
has created much alienation and dis
cord. Who is responsible for its intro
duction? Not us. We trust, therefore, 
the editor of the Standard and all 
other good brethren will frown on 
every attempt to introduce this ele
ment of discord and alienation.-G. 
W. Rice, A.CR., Vol. 15, No 43. 

It is not my course that 'creates 
strife.' The course of the organ folks 
in bringing the organ, which 'is out
side of the Bible' in to the worship 
prescribed in the Bible, creates the 
strife, and ·frequently divides the 
church. They are the responsible party, 
the cause of strife and division.-Ben 
Franklin, AG.R., Vol. 21, No. 1. 
Note also, these two comments by his

torians concerning the period, the first 
being a member of churches of Christ, 
the second from the independent Chris
tian Church: 

Division came, not all at once, but 
gradually and surely. By 1875 the 
cleavage was a reality, although not 
fully recognized by all. It was not until 
1906 that two seperate groups were 
listed in the United States Census of 
Religious Bodies.-Homer Hailey, At
titudes and Conquences, p 221. · 

There was no open division over 
this issue at the time except in sepa
rate local congregations.-James De 
Forest March, Christians Only, p 215. 
Not only were there calls for division 

and charges being made that this group 
or that were causing division and strife, 
we have further evidence of division and 
lack of fellowship as it noted in the 
following quotations:· . 

Late in 1870, Robert Graham, Isaac 
Errett, Alexander Proctor, I. N. Rogers 
went to St Louis to quiet the trouble. 
A compromise was reached whereby 
the instrument, for the sake of peace 
was kept out This lasted only a few 
years when the advocates of the organ 
took control, and those who opposed 
it were forced to leave and establish 
another congregation.-Earl West, 
Search for The Ancient Order. 

Late in 1880 the church in Bedford, 
Indiana, put in the instrument. Uncle 
'Stever' Younger who had given one 
thousand dollars on a new building, 
had worked hard in building up the 
congregation. When the organ was in
jected into the worship, he and fifty 
others were excluded.-lbid. 

John T. Poe wrote from Tex~s: 'The 
old church at Huntsville has put the 
organ in, and some of its best mem
bers out.-lbid. 

The flame of division leaped high 
in Louisville, Kentucky, and helped 
undoubtedly in setting a precedent for 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Why Preach? 
DALE MANOR 

Man universally seeks approval and acceptance, and man's 
reaction to preaching often reflects the attitude characteristic 
of Isaiah's day: "Don't preach things that are right, which we 
need and which upset us, but preach things that fit our pre
conceived ideas and are spiritually, psychologically and men
tally non-threatening." Very seldom will the plea be pre
sented with such luciooess, but the attitude is mirrored by the 
proliferation of the "Look-what-God-did-for-me-and-he-can
do-it-for-you-too" publications that teem in most so-called 
"Christian" bookstores. 

But the attitude is not limited to bookstores; note the pab
lum offered on almost all the religious television program
ming which says virtually nothing but is plentifully interjected 
with "Praise the Lord" and "Hallelujah." Furthermore, people 
have often complained of our worship services because they 
are not lively enough (usually cloaked with the term "spir
itual") in contrast to the often lauded brass bands, big name 
singers, and sound and light shows that characterize many 
so-called non-denominational evangelical groups. 

But what is preaching for? It is not simply the proffering of 
ideas that reinforce feelings of self-acceptance. People will 
find that "preaching" if they want it. To the contrary, biblical 
preaching is designed to expose sin and to show the way to 
life. Inherent in this approach is some pain, sorrow and re
buke. The end result by one who follows the Lord's prescrip
tion brings about an improvement and a good self-image 
based· on the knowledge he has done God's will. 

Growth as a Christian is painful and joyful, somewhat akin 
to growing pains. The Hebrew writer realized, "All chastening 
seemeth for the present to be not joyous but grievous 
{there's the threatening, the pain, the conflict]; yet afterward 
it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that have been exer
cised thereby, even the fruit of righteousness." 

Biblical preaching must therefore "reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching" and anything less fails 
to accomplish God's work. 

1244 Sumner St., El Cajon, CA 92021 

The Sacrifice Which Pleases God. 
DAVID BOSWELL 

Because of God's love and grace, he has saved us and 
adopted us. He wanted us when we were all sinners. Now 
that he is our Father, and we his children, we want to please 
him. But what pleases God? Does knowing every Scripture 
make God happy? Does attending every service of the church 
please God fully? These activities are important and good, 
but they represent only a small fraction of what really pleases 
God. 

The Hebrew letter was written to jewish Christians to re
establish their faith in Christ. They were slipping back into 
Judaism. When we come to chapter 13, the writer makes a 
contrast between the Christian system and the Jewish system. 
Verses 10-16 highlight this contrast. In verse 10 we're told 
that we (Christians) have an altar different than the one the 
Jews have. In verse 11, the writer describes the jewish sacri
ficial process; animals and their blood, bu~ in verse 12 jesus 
is described as the Christian sacrifice. And just as the Jewish 
sacrifices were burnt outside the camp, Jesus also suffered 
outside, that is the cross of Calvary. He bore our sins alone. 
Then, in order ·to fully clarify what he has been discussing, 
in verse 13 the writer tells us, and especially the Jewish 
Christians, to go to jesus outside the camp. In other words 
make a complete break from judaism. Come to Jesus, he's the 
Saviour. And once you've come to him, now you can sacri-
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fice. But since jesus is our sacrifice for sin what do we offer? 
What sacrifices will now please God? It can't be a sacrifice for 
sin, jesus took care of that. But in verses 15-16 we learn what 
we are to sacrifice. 

Very simply, we are to give God a sacrifice of praise 
through Jesus! Praise his name! God has saved us and his 
name is great! Confessing his name is the highest function of 
faith. In verse 16, the writer goes on with our sacrifice, for 
God has always demanded more than lip-service. Now he 
declares that doing good and communicating (fellowship) 
don't forget, because this is what is well-pleasing unto God! 
There is our sacrifice. Since our confession comes from the 
heart, doing good and fellowshiping also come from the 
heart. And since the heart in Scripture always stands for the 
whole being, our heart must be converted to please him. Our 
sacrifice to God is our entire life! Everything we do, God is 
first. We must never compartmentalize our life: religion one 
compartment, recreation another compartment, etc. But our 
religion is our life. If our life is sacrificed to God, then every
thing else will be there. 

Animal sacrifices? Never! Me dying for my sins? Never! 
Accepting the sacrifice of Jesus and conforming my life to 
him? Always! The only way! 
3434 North St., Anderson, CA 96007 
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Five Methods for Training Teachers To Conduct Home Bible Studies 
The most successful soul winners are JULE MILLER ?f :he manual while operating the pro-

no! alway~ found among . the highl) JeCE~~h person reads his pages, the 
tramed-B1ble scholars, Bible schoo using the professional narration. After others offer constructive criticism; pro-
tea~h~rs, elde~s and preach_ers. Any ten or twelve minutes stop at a good nunciation reading with meaning, too 
Chnstlan can wm ~th~rs to. ~hnst as long breaking point. In this way_ a class will fast, too sl~w, etc. 
as he has the basiC ,~ngre~l~nts: ~ lo~e be reminded constantly of how effec- The bottom line is that we must im-
for l?st souls. If th.e. lo~e mgredlent .1s tive the filmstrip really is. lant a love for lost souls in the hearts 
m1ssmg, all the trammg m the ~orld will (2) The class devotional is important. ~f some, nurture this love in the hearts 
not make ~ suc~,e~sful s<?ul ~mner. But list on the black board- where it already exists, and help all feel 
when. the love mg~ed1ent IS present, (a) All the home Bible studies in ses- more competent and more comfortable 
the wmner of souls will want to sharpen sion; (b) A list of all teachers and any in sharing Christ with others. The five 
his skills. Yearning to be. ":lore effective, special requests they may have; . (c) methods listed above have been a great 
he seeks advtce and trammg.. Prospects in the process of studymg, help to many Christians. Perhaps one or 

Excelle!lt methods. ~re ava1lable for those who need to be approached for a more of them will prove to be an ex
encouragmg and .trammg !l'emb~rs to class, and those whom someone has se- cellent method for the congregation 
conduct home B1ble stud1es. F1ve. of lected to approach. Then pray together where you serve. 
them stay in the forefront of my mmd calling each name before God's throne. 
as especially effective. The season of prayer might be in the INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AND DIVISION 

Self-Training form of a chain prayer. Sing songs of IN THE 19TH CENTURY 
Some Christians are so determined to commitment and dedication, and those (Continued from page 7) 

teach home Bible studies that they have which express dependence on God'.s opposers of- the instruments. Around 
taken a set of filmstrips and cassettes great power. Select a theme song; 1t 1881 ·the Fourth and Walnot Streets 
home to prepare themselves. I have could be 11 Lead Me to Some Soul Church put in the instrument, causing 
known of several cases where a member Today!" several conscientious people to de-
began by showing the filmstrips to his (3) Show one complete filmstrip from part.-lbid. 
own family. If a member cannot work a the 11Cottage Meeting Training Series" Two churches in a community hav-
formal training class into his schedule he with recorded narrations. (Time: 17 to 20 ing little or no fellowship but still 
still can develop and improve his skills minutes each.) considering themselves part of the 
in soul winning. (4) Lead a class discussior:t of t.he same family.-james DeForest March, 

Elders and ministers will do well to questions in the ~~cottage Meetmg Tram- Christians Only, p. 215. 
seek out constantly members who will ing Series" manual. This is referring to conditions before 
train themselves in this way. (5) Make the assignments listed in the 1889 as the next paragraph speaks of 

In-Service Training manual. Each week check to see if the Sunday August 18, 1889 and the me.eti':lg 
Numerous Christians have become ex- assignments are being completed. at Sand Creek in Shelby County, llhn01s. 

cellent soul winners by going with a Allow a little time at the end of the Referring to this he continues: 
more expereinced teacher to his classes. class to compliment and encourage This was followed by an open break 
After attending one or two comple!e those who recently have started or have between the churches in Shelby Coun-
series of studies the trainee usually Will completed home Bible studies. An- ty. 11The Standard of June 25, 1892, 
feel competent to begin teaching others. nounce baptisms and rejoice together. advised 'without reservation' that 

This 
11

on-the-job" type of training is Encourage those with problems. Discuss Sommer should not be admitted to the 
informal, but effective. The trainee gets new prospects. churches as a preacher or evangelist 
his information first-hand through ac- "Home Bible Study" Training Class because of his tirades 'against the pro-
tual observation, and some participation. One of the serendipities of teaching a gressive Christianity we teach!" 
This is far more effective than learning home Bible stuay is that while you are 1 believe that these quotations con-
from a training manual. teaching your prospc:ct how. to become cerning the history of the times make it 
Regular Cottage Meeting Training Class a Christian, he also 1s Jearnmg how .he abundantly clear that division existed 

Every congregation which expects to can share this same good n~ws w1th for many years prior to the separate 
maintain a successful home Bible study others In this way the home B1ble study census listing of 1906 and t~at cens~s 
program needs an on-going cotta~e itself becomes one of the finest 11train- only brought into great~r relief that dl
meeting training class. I have found this ing for service" classes a~ailable. lnfor- vision which already ex1sted .. 
to be true over the years wherever I mation in our files, sent m by teachers The very fact that congregations were 
have gone Such a class provides in- from over the world, shows that from independent made concerted action im
spiration as well as information. Mem- 3o% to 50% of those converte? thro.ugh possible and that is why divisions oc
hers find encouragement in the reports Bible study with the ju~e Miller f1lm- curred on the local scene as congre
made by others. Special problems can strips are soon out teachmg others. The gations were divided by those who 
be aired and discussed. Class members teacher who is aware of this can be brought in the instrument rather than 
can pray together extensively for one ~~fanning the flame" in each session of maintain fellowship with other brethren 
another and prospects, and for insight the home Bible study. who were conscientiously opposed to 
into mu'tual problems. In this class mem- Five Couples-Five Homes-Five,Lessons the instrument. . 
hers can hear of and evaluate new sug- Notice the following from Dav1d 
gestions techniques and approaches. This method for training Christians. to Lipscomb: 

The ~ottage meeting training class teach home Bible studies involves five The Christian Evangelist and .now 
must have: interested couples. All. five meet ~o- the Christian Standard make qUJte a 

(1) Prime time-during Sunday morn- gether once a week for f•ve weeks, usmg to do over the enumeration of the 
. B'bl I the home of a different couple each churches and dl'sc·lples who stand for mg I e c asses. meet"lng. Th!.s way each of the couples 

(2) An accessible classroom-room the old landmarks, made at the re-
comfortable, with a convenient wall hosts one of the five meetings. quest and for the use of the f.~vem-

d . to When it is a couple's turn to be host ment. They have not had the .alrness screen an proJec r. ld ( } f · h r ht 
(3) The most enthusiasti~ teache~- and hostess, they shou : a urms 1g to publish what we had sa1d a~d 

experienced and successful m teachmg refreshments; (b) learn to set ~p the done. They, of course, make !1 mls-
Home Bible studies. projector and screen for the session; (c) representation of what was sa1d ~nd 

Class procedures can include the fol- and see that then filmstrip manuals are done. We have said or d~n~. nothmg 
lowing: on hand. . I to create or promote a diVISion, fur-

(1) Start the class promp_tly bX sho~- Each person holds a filmstnp manua (Continued on page 12) 
·1ng a portion of a Jute M1ller f1lmstnp and takes turn reading two whole pages 
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The Abilene Christian University 

AWA RD 
Do you k now an outstanding high school senior 

who deserves to attend Abilene Christian University? A 
Christian youth who is respected by his or her peers and 
by adults alike? Especially a k id who. due to financial 
diffic1Jity. may not have the. chance to develop his or her 
potential at ACU? 

You can play a key role in opening up a world of 
Christian educalion for such a you th by getting in touch 
with us. Qualifications are: 
A. Must have financial need 
B. Must score 20 or above composite on the Amer ican 

College Test (ACT) 
C. Must be active in the local congrcgalion of lhe church 

of Christ 
D. Must have demonstrated leadership performance 
E. Must be recommen ded by th e local minister . an elder 

at the congregation . at least four of the applican t's 
fellow high school students. and by a member of l he 
ACU admissions staff 
Th ts award shall be $400 per semester for eigm 

consecu tive sem esters (sum m er school excluded). T he 

award w ill be credited on the FINAL bill for each semester 
and is applicable for tuition . fees. room and board. 

T he recipient must carry a minimum academic load of 
14 hours per semester. 

A grade point average of 2.5 must be maintained each 
semester. 

This award is for those who do not accept other 
institutional grants and the award m ust be coordinated 
with federal and state grants. 

Selection of recipients will be made by the ACU 
Financial Aid Committee. 

Applications arc due by March 30. 1983. for the 
1983-84 school year. 

Please telephone immediately and give us your 
recomm endations. We'll send them the application form s. 

Mr . Bob Gomez. Director of University Outreach 
Abilene Christian Universi ty 
ACU Station. Box 600 
Abilene. T exas 79699 
(9 15) 677- 19 1 L. Ext. 2650 COLLECT 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
• • . and help the church gro~, too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A Tax-Sheltered Plan With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX·SHELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS lnve•ted In 
mortaase church bond• are currently earal.as 
lntere•t at 12% to 15%. 

• No 001111131aaloa cbaJo&ea 
• ~te aad future tall beaellta 
• YoalaYnt lor :rounelf aad l a 

church arowth, t-
• 14ea1 plaa to coaalder lor )'Oill' 

llll.abter'a ndnmeat 
• Traaalerrtaa J'Oill' e:dadaa plaa to 

Traat Compaa)' of 4111Mrica, could 
lDcrc ... 7'0llr ret:lremeat I.DCODM 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 
sz,ooo lnveated Per Yea r• 

After lnveatment @ lZ% 
S yra. 

10 yra. 
zo yra. 
30yra. 

Slo,ooo s 14,378.5\ s 
@ IS% 

15,757.75 
48,84.88 

ZS3,1Z9.4Z 
l ,lZ3,491.4Z 

zo,ooo 40,1%8.46 
40,000 l68,8ZS.77 
60,000 581,575.37 

•The pro)ectlou• used lathe tab I .. above are ba8ed oa curreut 
rates, aad are nb)ect to ohaace. 

Pleaae .end lnformadon on the: 

0 Keoah Plan (Self·employed Redrement Plan) 
0 I.R.A. (Employed persona Retirement Plan) 

Name 

Addreu 

City Ctate Zip 

Phone No. 
(Day) (Nlaht) 

Afftllated Manaaera, Inc., P.O. Bos 7648 
Amarillo, Tesaa 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (In Tesaa: 1·800·692·4174) 

Tbb anaoaa~meut Ia aot a a oHer to aeU a or a •oUcltatloa ol 
aa offer to buy these •ecurlttn. The oflerillc Ia made by the 
Pr08pectwl. 



THE PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF LAW 

(Continued from page 5) 

Law studen ts can and are being influ
enced for good and law students do 
change their values whi le in schoo l. 
Dean, Pepperdine Universi ty School of 
Law, Mal ibu, CA 90265 

SALVATION IN DIFFERENT AGES 

(Continued f rom page 6) 

Those who "obey not the gospel" are 
not lost because of violation of Jesus' 
teachings but because they are sinners 
who reject the on ly means of salvation. 
The gospel is the good news. It is God's 
invitation to enter a covenant relation
ship through Christ. One is not con
demned by it but he is saved by it. He 
who disbeli eves the gospel w ill be 
damned because he is already a sinner 
and he rejects the offered salvation. 
Neither the gospel nor the commands, 
exhortations, warn ings, and teachings 
given to regu late the life of th e d isciples 
were the cause of my being a sinner in 
the first place. The nations and I were 
"strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God," but 
they and I became "members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel." 

Could a Gentile be saved before Christ 
came? No. Neither cou ld a Jewish law 
keeper. However, i t was of the nations 
that Paul wrote, " For he w ill render to 
every man according to his works: to 
those who by patience and we ll -do ing 
seek for glory and honor and immor
tality, he wi ll give eternal l ife .. . but 
glory and honor and peace for every 
one who does good, the lew first and 
also the Greek. For God shows no par
tiality." "So, if a man who is uncircum
cised keeps the precepts of the law, w ill 
not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision?" Although! it is 'hot stated 
positively in Romans 2 that Gentiles will 
be saved, it is strongly impli ed by Paul. 
How could they be saved since they had 
lived w ithou t promise? They could be 
saved by the same grace that saved the 
Jew who had no promise of sa lvat ion 
under the law. If God sent his son " to 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, th rough their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Respo nsibi lity. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

redeem those who were under the law" 
w ho kept it imperfectly, could we not 
expect the same grace toward those who 
had the law written on the heart but kept 
it imperfectly? And if that grace pre
vai led in the past, may we not expect it 
to prevail in the fu ture? That is the only 
hope that any of us have. 

No person will be saved apart from 
the atonement of Jesus Christ, yet the 
Jew who kept the law imperfectly and 

Graduation 
1983 

Cap It 
with a Gift Book 

from Baker! 

the Genti le who kept the law written on 
the heart imperfectly reaped the benefit 
of the atonement without having had 
personal knowledge or acceptance of 
Jesus or a personal relationship with 
him. The mercy of God could not have 
demanded that which was impossible of 
them. There is comfort in believing that 
God st ill does not demand the im
possible. 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, TX 78130 

CONGRATULATIONS A Graduation Remembrance, by LOUIS 0 Coldwell A new g1fl 
book of guidance and help, by lhe author of Tassel books $4.95 (New!) 

CHOOSING YOUR CAREER The Christian Decision Manual , by Morlm Clark New 
1ns1ghts by on expenenced Chnsllon counselor Paper. $3.95 (New!) 

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for High School Graduates, by LOUIS 0 
Coldwell A closs1c graduo11on g1fl book almost three-quarters of a m1111on m 
pnnll $3.95 

ANOTH ER TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for Coll ege Graduates, by LOUIS 0 
Coldwell F1lled w1th sound odv1ce and procllcollnslghls $3.95 

DIRECTIONS A Gift Book for Graduates, by Leroy Koopman Sound. scnplural 
odv1ce to oil graduates $4.95 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE, by W11110m J Krutzo Musmgs and thoughts for the 
graduate $4.95 

GOOD MORNING, lORD, Senes $3.95 each G1fl Style 
Devoll ens tor College Students. by L 0 Caldwell Prayers & Promises tor Teens, by Morgorel Sh1ner 
More Devollons tor Teens. by Paul Marlin Devollons tor Young People, by Paul Martin 
Devoll ens tor Athletes, by Leroy Po11erson Medl!otlons tor Teachers, by Don Mampr1ze 
Medltollons tor College Students, by Leland Moy 

DEVOTIONAlS FOR TEACHERS, by Nelle VonderArk $4.95 
DEVOTIONAlS FOR NURSES, by Rhoda lapp $4.95 
CHAlKDUST Prayer Meditations for Teachers, by Elspeth C Murphy $4.95 
DATING Guidelines from the Bible, by Scali K1rby Paper. $2.95 

MY GRADUATION YEAR. by Robert Marlin An album style g1fi book for memanes 
autographs. p1clures. etc $11.95 

GRADUATE 'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS, by W1il1am Krutzo $3.95 

YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR liFE, by Don Mallough Paper. $3.95 

HI! I'M ANN. by Ann K1emel Paper. $1.75 

SENSE AND NONSENSE, by Rolf Aaseng Clear. Simple, humorous Paper. $2.50 

YOU'VE REAllY GOT ME. GOD! by Alan Porter One young persons growth 1nto 
adullhood Paper. S 1.45 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! by Dante! Seagren Card-booklel, w1th envelope A 
challenge not only to celebrate groduol1on but also to reflect on what th1s m11estone 
means $1.25 

WISE WORDS TO THE GRADUATE, by Robert Marlin Cord-booklet. w1lh envelope 
Common-sense adv1ce m easy-to-lake form $.95, or $9.50 dozen 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P . 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AND DIVISION 
IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

(Continued from page 9) 

ther than to urge Christians to stand 
fast in the faith once for all de
livered to the Christians. We have 
never doubted that stand ing fast by 
the truth of God wou ld result in sepa
ration from those who reject his word 
and add the innovations of men to 
the requirements of God. I have seen 
th is division coming on by steps. We 
have regretted it, protested, and en
treated them to desist. Our requests 
have been ignored or disregarded. I 
have never done or thought of doing 
anything tq make this manifest, nor 
had it ever occurred to me that the 
civil authorities were taking note of 
this growing division until I received 
a letter from the census bureau saying 
that they had noted it in the papers 
and asking to know the facts in the 
matter. I gave, as impartial ly and as 
truthfully as I could, the real state 
of the case. They then asked for sta
tistics of the ch urches wa lking in the 
old paths. W hi le I have never cared 

for statistics or numberings, I did not 
see how such a request could be we ll 
refused, and referred them to Brother 
). W. Shepherd as a miln having a 
talent for statistics, and th e govern
ment employed him to gather them 
for its use.-G.A., Vol. 1, No. 17. 
I believe that the history of the 

churches during the last ha lf of the nine
teenth century clearly shows that di
vision came when the instrument was 
introduced causing faithful brethren who 
could not conscientiously worship w ith 
the instrument to leave, or in some cases 
to be excluded from the congregation. 
The attitude of those who wanted the 
instrument and forced it on congrega
tions was, " If you want to worship w ith 
us you w ill have to accept the instru
ment, if you wi ll not worship with the 
instrument, get out." Fellowship was 
broken when the proponents. of the in
strument brought it in to the dividing 
of the church. History clearly shows that 
it is riot true that "the breth ren worked 
and worsh iped 'with or without' while 
maintaining fellowship," for wherever 
the instrument was introduced a rupture 
in fellowsh ip occurred. It wou ld sti ll be 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keeno, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

THE FAIRBANKS CHURCH OF CHRIST INVITES YOU TO THE 

Alaskan Lectureship Aprill-3 
The Theme is: The Church, the Organization, and 

the Re lationship of All Members .. 

Write: Church of Ch rist, 645 11th. Ave., Fairbanks, AK 
99701 for further information 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Q ualified Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 
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APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHO OL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 81 7-~62-3911 

possible for all today to get into the 
same building, as brethren were once 
able to do, if those who practice the in
novations would cease and return to the 
o ld paths. 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to fu ll time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 8 17·947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 27-July 1 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. G reat 
Chr istian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "To Live 
is Christ" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 
Mik e Anglin Phillip Morrison 
Jan Bell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Ter ry Bell Ira North 
A lice Browning J. M. Powell 
Stanley Maiden Lar ry Roberts 

Wil C. Goodheer , Director 

r-----------------------------------~ Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampme nt. 

Name 

Address -----------
Street 

City Sta te Zip Code 

RETURN TO: W il C. Goodheer , Director 
King o f Prussia C hurch o f C hrist 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265- 1585 

FIRM FOUNDATION- MARCH 21, 1983 



WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 
anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• ~ c~' 

..,o~ 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

..,~~ 

~'"~,~~ CONTACT US: 
~c 

~ cP OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
~to '\'0 

Dept. FF 
~o~ P. 0. Box IBC 

o'"~'~ Florence, AL 35630 
~ ~ 1-800-982-4807 or 

~0 1-205-766-6610 
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PHILADELPHIA o o • 

A SENSELESS TRAGEDY 

late in the night of April 29, 1982, 
only a few hours after a service of a 
gospel meeting had taken place, fire 
gutted the inside of a beautiful old 
church building at 63rd and Vine in 
Philadelphia, the home of largest con
gregation ·of the Church of Christ with
in the city. 

Arson 1s strongly suspected-a sense
less act against the lord's work. 

The fellowship hall was the only sec
tion of the building not destroyed, but 
it was unusable until the heating system 
could be repaired. 

The next morning after the fire, mem
bers of the congregation were out on 
the church lawn distributing food to 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

ThO AMEN Mlnillry worlls wilh faithful eonoregauons of thO 
churches of Ctlnll whose members on military rnatallalions 
W«<ctwwde aro walling to holp your lovod onoa - as they havo 
holpod with tho splrrtual and physical neods ol thousands ol 
othOrs during tho put live yoars. This servico is freol 

Send name, comploto addross, phono and military installation. 
and spiritual condition, II known along with your namo and ad· 
dross to: 

~· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Wost Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

AmeriC&D Military EviiDgellzillg Natlou 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324·0120 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
JulyS, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

NEED· SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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the needy, a regular Thursday program. 
The Philadelphia media has reported 
that the 63rd and Vine Church of Christ 
is the only church in the area with such 
a program. 

Insurance coverage on the building 
was $300,000-but the rebuilding costs 
have been estimated at $500,000. The 
150 members of the congregation are 
committed to donating $50,000 of the 
$200,000 needed, which Anthony de
scribes as "a heavy load" for the 25 
wage earners. 

Beyond that, the congregation is ap
pealing to other congregations and in
~ividuals in the Philadelphia area and 

beyond-to help with the additional 
$150,000. To date, $20,000 has been 
donated. 

Requests for additional information 
and contributions should be directed 
to: 63rd and Vine Street Church, P.O. 
Box 16608, Philadelphia, PA 19139. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

Optional 2nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY!!! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

-approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000 to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 

421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 22, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in u,;., oeclion $1.50 per line. Designed eapecially to nccommod111e congregations 

:.dvertiain" meetin~: places, preachers aeeki.n~ wor k or con~reJtationl aetk.ing prea.chers. Abo other 
ncceptnble maltu. 

BEAR VALLEY CliURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL ·ST U DIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptionnl Curriculum for Women 

.,npproved for Veteran's training" 
L<!onurd l\1. Gro.y-Director 

I (303 ) 986·6800, 2707 So. Lnmnr, Denver, Co 80227 
FOR'I' HOOD IOLLEEN, TEXAS 

South s ide C hurch o f Christ 1505 S. Trlm
micr Rd. Terry Hnrrison, Minister. P hone 
634-6012. Sun . 9:30 & 10:30 A.J\.L & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CIIA'I'HA.lll, N. J .. Fairmount a nd Southern 
Blv d., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
!'fEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
ZOI-635-2688. 
BREWER, 1\IAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. H a ll. 
Sunday claSJe.o, 10:16: W orship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989·2539, or 866-4888. Vlalton Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DA. Y A.RlllA SCHOOL OF PitlllACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

P1en• nnton, CnUfornrn 94566 
J ames W. Ferguson. Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAJ, 
HAWAn. Ph. (808) 822- 1960 or Clarence Mny: 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Haunala Rd., Kapaa, H awah 

96746•;_· ---::o::=:=:::-====--=-=o-:------
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789·4749 

Mnc Bartee. Evanp;elist 
DENVER, COLORADO 80:z.28 

r.AKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Y o ungtlel d Ct. 

Tel e.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation !or Den!. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's H ome is currently hiring child 
cnrc staf!. (Chrislinn couples.) Good pny nnd bene
fi ls. Tf interested. contnct Steve Bergman. Execu· 
th•c Dircotor, nt P .0. Box 697 , Vacaville , CA 95688, 
or cnll 707/H~·3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape·A· Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free lnformalion wrile: Su nset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for f ree 
leather snmples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact )•our rela t ives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montr.omery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467, 
HIS IMAGE QUARTET: Profes>ional, acapella gospel 
group is looking for church, youth, college events. 
P.O. Box 15, Paris, TN 36242 (901) 64.;.4·='1="1_77;..;·- --:-
IJ:VANSVILLI!:, IND., 2205 E. lllorgnn A."Ve., 
U.S. 400 E nst Opposite K-lllnrt. Oftlee 47'7-
11:!71. Robby '\Vntle, lltln. 470-40156. 
vunrA. ARIZ .. 0 111 w. 28 th s t. Sunday-

10, 11 a .m. & 6:30 p .m. P h . 3H-3750 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 

Anyone desiring a lovely place for a ret irement home 
would be wise to visi t Kimberling City, Missouri o n 
T3ble Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many exci ting activities nea rby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friend ly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber· 
ling Cily, Mo. 65686. 
AT'I"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA . 3630 N. "E. " 
St . Sundny 9:80 & 10 :30 and G:OO P.l\1. Wed. 7:00 
P.llf. Cnll 883·2550 or W. P. J o lly, Min. 795-2311. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY Growing American 
military congregation seeks full · time p reacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Cosle tt, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Chr ist 
needs a full lime preacher. Three-bedroom h ome 
furnished. Send resume, re ferences and a taped ser· 
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention John Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Te lephone no. 
209·591-0172 between 9·12 a.m. MTWTF. 

A.LA.SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. W lll contact 
re la tives or f riends In Alnakn. Pat llfcMnhnn o r 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314 . Anchorage, A laska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-671 9. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Pe rsonal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two youn~ children. Available August, 1963. 
Please call Don Hale at 504·361·9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. # 1166, Baton Rouge, La. 70602. 

Retired college English teacher, 62 but not in his 
do tacc, 41 years varied teaching experience, desires 
to work with a Texas church , large o• small, preferably 
rn the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider o ther areas. Am skilled in exposi· 
tion or scripture, communication, writ ing, and develop
ment of s tudy aid s. No hobbies. Virtually sclf·supported; 
adequate housing is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Oox 163, Bryson City, NC 2B713. (704) 488·6369. 
TELEVISION PRODUCTION/ Oegin big with small in· 
vestment. Two studio cameras, Panasonlc, WV-2150 
with zoom lenses, Remote control units, Cables, ex· 
cellcnt condition, 55500.00. Lenses alone worth one·half 
this. Church of Christ, Oox 725, Kennett, MO 63657. 
314·886·5974. 
GOSPEL MUSIC: Albums, casse ttes & 8 tracks. Avail
able for spiri tual listening. Lancaster Music, P.O. Box 
15, Par is, TN 38242. 
I WOULD LI KE FILL-IN AND/OR PART·TIME PREACH
ING O PPORTUNITI ES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
CLYDE F. SMITH, 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 
CALL 91 5·333·3S16. 
Docs your congregation need the " Heart Writing Min
istry/" Write Box 1965, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
WOMAN'S COUNSELOR POSITION: Opening available 
fo r a mature Christian woman to work with college 
and single adult women in a congregation of 1 70. 
Position begins Ju ne 1, 19B3. Submit resume and le t· 
ters of recommendation to DeKalb Church of 
Christ, 1 26 S. Fifth St., P.O. Box 334, DeKalb, IL 60115 
pric.r to March 31, 1983. 

BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII 
Preacher Wanted: Mature and Mission Minded. Housing 
and some support availab le. Interested parties wrile: 
Ch urch of Ch rist, 46 Lono St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BO UGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74601. 

ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDER/ Who 
trains deacons to serve/ How do elders learn to leach 
and lead/ We train them by correspondence. Over 
1 ,000 have enrolled since 1976. Sound doctrine. Only 
cost is 58 textbook. Write: Southern Calif. School of 
Evangelism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620. 

Reti rement Approaching? 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Histo rical , beautiful, idea l cli
mate. low·cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 8S603. 
(602) 432·5116 or (602) 432·2994. 
FOR SALE-20-16' Oak Pews, 2 Sedillias and Pulpit. 
Also Aluminum Communion set. Church of Christ, 
Benbrook, TX 76126. (Call (817) 249·1596 or (61 7) 
249·2675. 

TEACHERS 
NEEDED ... 

Work in beautiful Sonoma 
County, north-central Cali
fornia, near coast. 
Openings: 

1. High School-capable of 
teaching math and 
science. 

2. Teacher for 3rd and 
4th grades. 

Administrator 
PACIFIC CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

Box 369 
Graton, CA. 95444 
Tel. 707·823-2880 

BIBLE' LANDS TOUR 
ONLY $1098 
June 10-17, 1983 

with optional 
Greek Island Cruise 

June 17-24, 1983 

Send.for a Brochure 

Tim Matheny 
4810 El Salvador, Houston, TX 77066 

713-893-4411 

Sterling Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services, including helping 
you: 
• Locate an available channel 
•Qualify for FCC license 
•Bui ld and equip a station 
•Train your staff 
• Program your station 
The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information, call or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899-939~ 

8tv~~'~'~G 
SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg . 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 
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Camper 
Rally on 
Saving 
Souls 

Do You Like 
To Win Souls? 

Would You Like To 
Learn How-

By Doing It? 

Do You Enjoy 
Camping Out? 

Do You Like 
Camping With Christians? 

1f your answer is YES, 
you'll enjoy CROSS -

Camper Rally On Saving Souls! 

COME TO SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, 
THIS COMING JUNE 

CRvSS Rally "Number 8" is scheduled for June 
11-16, 1983. It is to take place in beautiful Springfield, 
Missouri. Springfield is in the heart of the beautiful 
Ozark mountains, where recreation. camping and 
fishing are plentiful. Within a few miles of Springfield, 
there are the "Shepherd of the Hills" outdoor drama and 
Silver Dollar City. 

While there is time for recreation and fun , it is winning souls 
that draws scores of campers to participate in CROSS. Six hours 
classroom training in the pavilion on the campground prepares campers 
and workers to reach out to the lost souls in the city that will be contacted 

fll• ·a~• h<u•r> this <1111/0tmced at your home congrPga licm! 

and taught the succeeding week. In-the-field training is provided during f 
the week by those from the White's Ferry Road School of Biblical Studies 
in West Monroe. Louisiana, and by previous CROSS participants, 
who lead teams during the week of the rally. Brethren are trained how to approach strangers, how to bl'ing up the subject of salva tion. how 
to present the gospel, how to "close the sale." and how to keep the saved. And they learn by doing it! Then, they take home materials 
including a 90-page printed notebook, which is given to the camping participants. The notebook includes sections telling ·how to set up a 
similar campaign. how to present the gospel, and how to do effective follow-up work. 

The atmosphere at the rallies is positive and exciting, created by Christian love in action! There are nightly preaching, s inging and 
prayer sessions, which change lives and encourage brethren. 

If you like to camp out and you are either a soul winner or you want to become one, find a tent, rent a ca mping trailer. or drive your own 
motor home and attend the rally scheduled for this summer. It's sponsored by the North National church in Springfield, Missouri. Motels 
are also available. Larry West directs CROSS. For a free brochure, write CROSS, P. 0 . Box :!000, West Monroe, Louisiana 71294. 

More Than Sixty Have Been Baptized 
At CROSS Rallies! 



Vol. 100, No. 13 

TH_E HARPETH HILL~ CHURCH IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE is 
domg ~ gre~t work. m a much neglected area-a ministry to 
those m prrson. Prctured here are Ron Goodman Richard 
T~mble, . David Self, P~il Edwards, Gary Waller, M~x james, 
Btlly Smtth and lou Dtck~on, along with a group of inmates 
of the. Tennes.see State Prrson. Over 60 people were involved 
on thrs occasron. Ron Goodman is the full-time ministe r to 
~~~se men, and over 100 Christians in the congregation par
trc.'pate every month. They work from county jails, through 
pnson lerms, and for one year after an offende r's release. 

Austin, Texas, March 29, 1983 
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The Tongue and Ear Disease 

A great work never goes unnoticed by Satan. He often 
disguises himself as an angel of light. Often he pub
lishes a paper. Wherever a church or a Christian begins 
to have success in his (or its) work for the lord, the first 
thing that usually appears is cri.ticism. Support and com
mendation would be better, but Satan will use what
ever means possible to weaken and destroy any prom
ising work. 

Never in the history of the world or of the church was 
there ever a work attempted for God that did not pro
duce criticism. It matters not whether it was deliverance 
from Egypt, rebuilding the Jerusalem walls, or even a 
new translation of the scriptures-all have received 
bitter opposition. Even efforts of Christians to convert 
the world often receive bitter and powerful opposition. 
There is only one way to avoid opposition and criticism: 
do nothing. We must set our sails for the divine wind at 
our back, rather than being blown to and fro by the 
blustery little cross currents that blow, for they will 
cease, or change, in a minute. 

like job's friends who accused him of the most 
wicked sins, although there wasn't one shred of evi
dence to back up their charges, critics are usually un
merciful and the crowd that likes gore will follow the · 
critic to doomsday. 

The church of the first century was called the "sect 
everywhere spoken against." Paul brought the trouble 
closer to home by saying, "From among your own num
ber shall men arise, teaching perverse things to lead 
away disciples after them." We have more success 
standing against the criticism of the heatheh world (even 
though we will use the heathen's criticism if it suits our 
purpose) than we have standing against the critics from 
within. It would seem sometimes that, even though it is 
a ridiculous posture, the church "hated its own flesh." 
There is a place for constructive criticism, but no place 
for the other kind. 

If a thing is wrong we must oppose it. When preach
ers are mistreated by diotrophesian elders that is wrong, 
and it must be opposed-not meekly consented to. 
When rumor and false reports are running riot through 
the church that is wrong, and it must be opposed by 
every member who believes in justice. It is time to call 
the hand of those who deal in generalities but who can
not provide specifics. Many a good person has been 
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rendered ineffective by the "they are saying" tactics of 
church leaders who will not identify who "they" are. 

Social reform must start in the church. A better world 
begins with us. And a good place to start is the elimina
tion of rumor-mongering. 

If elders engage in character assassination and church 
politics, that is wrong. As long as we tolerate it and 
quote "obey them that have the rule over you" for no 
more noble purpose than to promote social injustice, 
we can have no hope of the church's attracting the at
tention of the world. Of the seven churches of Asia, 
every one of them was brought to judgment because of 
social· injustice. Brethren must learn to practice justice 
toward each other, for to fail to do so will bring us 
also to judgment. 

The church doesn't need any Jim jones leadership
a leadership that demands unquestioning obedience and 
that requires that people drink whatever poison is 
served up to them. The church needs leadership that fills 
a servant ministry, and which demonstrates integrity, 
responsibility, and, above all, sensitivity. And it needs 
a leadership that instead of branding and condemning 
on hearsay, will consider the possibility that if it investi
gated before it branded it might change its mind. lord, 
give us leaders who don't allow others' tongues in their 
ears. 

Before we open wide our ears-and our mouths-we 
ought to open wide our hearts. If our actions came from 
our hearts rather than from our ears and mouth there 
would be a lot more unity in the body. 

It would be safe to say that nitpicking people always 
have personal problems. Some of the lord's greatest 
soldiers are dead to the church-shot in the back with 
the arrows of rumor, slander and false charges. 

The Bible severely condemns gossip and rumor
mongering. Not only elders, but all Christians are en
joined to correct the sinful practice. Wise indeed is that 
body of elders who run down and stop rumors in the 
congregation before they have time to do their deadly 
work. The Holy Spirit gave some good advice when he 
said, "Beloved,. try the spirits, whether they be of God." 
It isn't always easy to separate rumor from truth, but it 
it is worth the labor. 

As sinful as rumor-mongering is, it is no more sinful 
than listening to it. Whether it is going or coming-it's 
all the same. A rumor-monger would have little effect 
if it were not for us listeners. 
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Why Not Unity? 
Where do you stand on the Cro~s

roads philosophy? Do you agree w1th 
Bales or Warren? Such questions are 
symptomatic of the tu~moiJ which exis~s 
in our brotherhood. lmes of fellowship 
are being drawn regarding each ~f _th.ese 
questions and churches are d1v1dmg. 
Preachers are being hired or fired on 
the basis or where they stand with re
gard to these matters. 

In John 17 Jesus prayed that his 
church might have unity in order that t~e 
world might believe. There is not umty 
in the church and the world does not 
believe! There is not unity in the re
ligious world as a whole and there is not 
unity among those of us who, at least 
on the surface, plead most urgently for 
religious unity. . 

Unity is needed. The ecumemcal 
movements and mergers of fifteen to 
twenty years ago failed .to pro~uce 
unity. We of the restoration hentage 
have the only type of plea that can h~pe 
to pull men together. The restoration 
call for unity by returning to the word 
of God is still valid. Ephesians 4:1-6 
demonstrates decisively that God has 
only one way. Our challenge is to find 
it and point other men to God's way. 

Reading brotherhood publications a~d 
listening to brethren talk however will 
often leave one questioning whether or 
not we are still willing to play a role 
in producing unity in the religio~s world. 
We have often turned our plea mto one 
for separation and isolation rather than 
unity. We have quit searching for ways 
that churches might come together. That 
is understandable. Isolation is much 
easier than doing those things necessary 
to produce unity in the religious world. 

As an example of our isolation, why 
are we afraid for our preachers to speak 
for other churches? If one of our preach
ers is invited to speak to another re
ligious group on "How to Become a 
Christian" or "The Organization and 
Worship of the Church," we might con
sider letting him do it. But, if he should 
speak on most any other biblical topic 
he will immediately come under fire 
and probably be written up in some
body's church bulletin or brotherhood 
paper. On the other hand, why are we 
afraid to allow preachers from another 
church to speak t<? us and e_xplai~ their 
viewpoint on vanous doctrmal 1ssues? 
Are our brethren generally so weak that 
one presentation would destroy their 
faith? For some reason we refuse to es
tablish points of contact with other re
ligious groups. 

If we are to eliminate our isolation, 
there are some lessons we must learn. 
First, we must learn that our task is to 
teach and not to determine eternal des
tinies. It is our task to study the word 
of God and to teach it as effectively as 
possible to as many people as possible. 
It is not our task to decide who will be 
lost in eternity. That task is God's! We 
plant and water but God gives the in
crease. Each one of us is saved by the 
grace of God. Without it all of us would 
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be lost. Therefore, we dare not be the 
ones to set the limitations on God's 
grace. Only God can determine his 
nmits. 

Another lesson we must learn is that 
we will have no real effectiveness in 
pleading with others for unity so long as 
we are splintered and divided among 
ourselves. When we begin to talk about 
the tragedy of isolation and separation, 
the standard response that is openly 
heard or at least seen lurking beneath 
the surface is the statement, "But we are 
righU We have to be right because we 
follow the Bible only." Are we 100% 
right? Among those wearing the name 
churches of Christ, we will find groups 
who believe the premillennial, amillen
nial and postmillennial doctrines; that 
only one cup can be used in the com
munion service; that Bible classes are 
wrong; that Bible classes are right; that 
churches can have located preachers; 
that churches cannot have located 
preachers; that churches can cooperate 
m financial matters; that churches can
not cooperate in financial matters; and 
various other points of difference. Which 
one is right? Or does one have to hit 
it all just right and come up with just 
exactly the right mix before God will ac
cept him? 

Baptism often becomes a point of iso
lation . . Unquestionably, a person must 
be baptized and baptized right in order 
to be saved. Such passages as Mark 
16:16, Acts 2:38, and Acts 19:1-7 would 
demonstrate this. But, who made us 
inspectors of other people's baptism? 
Why do we offer blanket acceptance to 
anyone baptized by one of our preach
ers? How do we know they were bap
tized for the right reason? Pe~haps. they 
were baptized- because the1r fnends 
were being baptized. Perhaps they w~re· 
baptized to please a husband or w1fe. 
How many have been baptized because 
someone convinced them they would go 
to hell if they weren't baptized, but 
they had no idea whatsoever. of the re
lationship between that bapt1sm. and a 
crucified Savior? And yet, desp1te the 
fact that they may have been baptized 
for 25 wrong reasons, if someone was 
baptized by one of "our preachers" we 
ask them no questions but accept them 
openly. 

Why would it not suffice to teach 
people what is right about baptism and 
let them decide for themselves whether 
or not they have done that? If they have 
been baptized for the right reasons, they 
are children of God whether you or I ac
cept them or not .. lf, after. studying the 
scriptures concernmg bapt1sm, they de
clare that is what they have already 
done, should we not accept them Ofl 
that basis? Accepting people on the1r 
baptism, when they are firmly con
vinced they did exactly what we can se_e 
the scripture requires, will not contami
nate us if we continue to teach the word 
of God on the matter. If they are wrong, 
that will be between them and God and 
will not destroy any of us. 

Without doubt we need unity in our 
brotherhood. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 was 
not spoken to a group of churches which 
had separated rrom one another but 
rather to one church which had fac
tions within itself. Today, as we con
tinue to call the religious world to unity, 
we are finding new points of division 
within ourselves. Under the guise of 
"keeping the church pure" new divid
ing walls and barriers are being erected. 
Each new issue causes us to split off 
another segment of the church and re
define the boundaries to eliminate those 
who were contaminated with the "false 
doctrine." 

Somehow we must learn the lesson 
Abraham attempted to teach Lot when 
he said, "We be brethren." We must 
learn to allow room for different opin
ions. We must be as open to truth as we 
demand others to be. As Hebrews 13:1 
says, we must "let brotherly love con
tinue." This is ·not to suggest at all that 
we compromise with, condone or teach 
any error. Such must never be done! 
Rather we are talking about attitudes 
and actions toward those whom we per
ceive to be in error. Otherwise Romans 
14 and 15 are meaningless. 

In "The Declaration and Address," 
one of the foundation documents of the 
Restoration Movement, Thomas Camp
bell said, "Many of the opinions which 
are now dividing the church, had they 
been let alone, would have been long 
since dead and gone; but the constant 
insisting on them, as articles of faith and 
terms of salvation, have so beaten 
them into the minds of men, that, in 
many instances, they would as soon 
deny the Bible itself as give up one of 
those opinions." Could this be part of 
our problem today? Opinions must not 
be bound! Instead, opinions require 
tolerance. 

There is a rather interesting phe
nomenon to be observed in a study of 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3. As Jesus 
writes to the seven churches of Asia, he 
finds among them gross doctrinal and 
moral errors. Some of the churches seem 
to be as foreign to New Testament 
Christianity as could be possible. But, 
not one time did Jesus tell anyone to 
leave one of the churches and go form 
another church. No one was told to get 
out and find another group that would 
teach the word of God correctly. Rather, 
they were told to stay where they were 
and make things better! Until we quit 
segmenting ourselves and become unit
ed in love and on God's Word we have 
no hope of calling the rest of the re
ligious world to unity. 

(Author's note: Undoubtedly so~e wi.ll 
take issue with statements made m th1s 
article. However, I firmly believe we must 
come to grips with these issues and 
face them with freshness and honesty. 
Whether we admit it or not our brethren 
are drifting into tra~it.ionalism an.d 
sectarianism. I am unw1lhng to let th1s 
happen without raising at least one voice 
of concern. If you disagree with thin~s 
set forth in this article, please carefully 
read it again to make certain you have 

(Continued on page 11) 
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God, Human Rightsl' and Human 
Duties 

JAMES D. BALES 

Andrei ·Sakharov, a physicist in the Soviet Union, has spo
ken out for human rights. The KGB seized him on the streets of 
Moscow and has kept him in exile in Gorki. Andropov, until 
he became the chief man in the Soviet Union, was head of 
the "KGB security police." The Soviet government's concept 
of human rights can be illustrated from its pressure on Poland 
to deprive the proletariat of its rights and by its putting into 
psychiatric. wards some who have spoken out for peace 
(Arkansas Democrat, 2-11-83, p. SA). Also by what it is doing 
in Afghanistan. Congressman Larry McDonald pointed out 
that "the population of Afghanistan has been reduced from 17 
million in December 1979, when Soviet troops moved in, to 
about 12 million now. The number of refugees is constantly 
growing and is estimated to have reached about 4 million-
2.8 million in Pakistan and 1.2 million in Iran. Not less than 1 
million people, mostly innocent civilian population, perished 
in punitive Soviet actions or from disease, hunger, and depri
vation hiding in the rugged mountains." The Soviets have 
recently increased the size of their military force in Afghani
stan (Congressional Record, February 1, 1983, p. E229). 

In 1980 Sakharov wrote: 11The ideology of human rights is 
probably the only one which can be combined with such 
diverse ideologies as communism, social demoncracy, re
ligion, technology, and those ideologies which may be de
scribed as national and indigenous. It can also serve as a 
foothold for those who do not wish to be aligned with theo
retical intricacies and dogma and who have tired of the 
abundance of ideologies, none of which have brought man
kind simple happiness. 

"The defense of human rights is a clear path toward the 
unification of people in our turbulent world and a path 
toward the relief of suffering." (Congressional Record, janu
ary 27,1983, S366.) 

Sakharov is right in stressing the importance of human 
rights, but wrong in assuming it can be combined with com
munism; or all religions, for that matter. Iran has no regard 
for human rights, and communism does not either. In any 
system in which the state is supreme there is no foundation 
for human rights against the power of the state. Our Declara
tion of Independence recognized the source of human rights 
when it said they were given to man by his Creator. Unless 
one knows what a human being is (whether he is a material 
arrangement or a being with moral and spiritual character
istics), one cannot know the meaning of human rights. 

Human rights are very important but I do not believe they 
are the most important thing about a human being. The most 
important is his relationship to his Creator which in turn 
shapes his relationship to his fellowman. More important than 
the rights of men are the duties of men. How can rights exist 
apart from duties? If you have the right to express yourself I 
have the duty not to deny you this right. If you have rights 
my rights are ·limited by your rights and your rights by my 
rights. If your rights are unlimited, no one else has any rights 
against your right of unlimited actions. 

When human beings have duties and rights, and have the 
freedom to elect their own governments, and to turn them 
out of office, we can increasingly realize the situation de-
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scribed by jose Martin, who over one hundred years ago 
struggled for Cuba's independence. "In truth, authority is de
grading when it is not a trust and a mandate from those who 
are to obey it, because any other type of authority involves 
the abasement or diminishment of those who endure it, and 
only a man of mean and vulgar character will watch without 
bitterness the demeaning of other men. Satisfaction comes 
from seeing men free, even when they err, with the dignity 
of free thought and the beauty, the natural peace, that comes 
from its exercise." (Congressional Record, Jan. 27, 1983, p. 
S366.) I would replace the word "bitterness" with the word 
concern or compassion. The type of government he describes 
cannot exist apart from moral law and moral law is disre
garded soon after men disregard God. The foundations of a 
civilized society are rooted in religion and morality and one's 
religious position shapes his attitude toward morality. 

The theological basis of human rights has been recognized 
by unbelievers. A Roman Catholic priest, Andrew F. Morlion, 
conveyed to Paul-Henri Spaak, "a socialist and a non
believer," the invitation to serve on the Presidential Council 
of the Institute of European Studies. Spaak accepted. He was 
asked why he consented to work for an organization which 
had as its motto, "Pro Deo"? He said: "V'Ve must unite all 
men who have a respect for mankind, even though we know 
that there are some who do not." Morlion asked: "Why do 
you respect mankind?" "Paul-Henri's face then whitened with 
the effort of concentration. After a long silence he gave me 
one of his most profound intuitions: 'I respect man because 
there is in him a spark of the divine, over and above all 
human powers-and that is what we call Christianity.'" 
(Congressional Record, july 29,1982, p. S9452.) 

Christianity includes this but it includes more. The apostle 
Paul pointed out that pagans had recognized that man is the 
creation of God. "As certain even of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring" (Acts 17:28). Christianity 
is based on divine revelation in the manifestation of God in 
the flesh in the person of his son Jesus Christ who died for us 
that we might be forgiven and live with God in eternity. 
Christianity teaches that man is a child of God by creation and 
has the potential to become a child of God by the new 
birth. God not only created man but sent Christ to die for 
man in order to redeem man. 

However, one does not have to think that Christianity 
should be the official religion of the state in order to realize 
that our form of government cannot continue to exist unless 
there is recognition of God and man as the creation of God 
who has '"'in him a spark of the divine." 

The emphasis on rights and not on duty leads some to 
assume that they should always be rewarded but that they do 
not ever deserve punishment. A Gallup Poll revealed that 
only 53 percent of the population believes in the existence of 
hell, but 71 percent believe in heaven. This led Gallup to 
conclude "that Americans believe in rewards more than they 
do in punishments." 

An editorial in the Arkansas Democrat for February 12, 
1983, said 11that indulgence that marks our time-including 
self-indulgence-certainly bespeaks a search for 'rewards' as 
a natural right. Read by the light cast by Gallup, our majority 
attitude appears to be this: heaven gives all on earth below 
and forgives all on high. As for hell-who'd ever believe that 
heaven would permit any such place or principle?" (p. 6A) 
Does not the emphasize, the over-emphasis, on rights lead 
to indulgence and the emphasis on duty leads to discipline? 
707 E. Race, Searcy, AR 72143 
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My Name Is Legion 
Maybe the elder was right. When I 

told him I didn't get anything out of the 
services, he said, "Well, Honey, maybe 
you didn't bring anything to put it in!" 

The very next Sunday 'morning the 
young preacher made me feel bad oy re
ferring to those of us who make such 
remarks. Why, didn't we know that was 
the wrong attitude for us to take? After 
all, we don't come to worship services 
for what we can get out of them, but 
for what we can put into them. We 
ought to be ashamed. And then we got 
a lesson about what services are. Wnen 
he was through I wanted to ask him 
why he didn't make service and worship 
to God the same thing seven days a 
week. His definition about worship 
being a ''kiss toward God" was fine, but 
why didn't he tell us that worship and 
service are one and the same? Why 
didn't he tell us that the lord said 
"Thou shalt worship the lord, thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve"? Seems 
to me that, then, we might have gotten 
the idea that worship and service are 
interchangeable and even some of the 
elders might have gotten the idea that 
their service to God is more than com
ing forward and putting their arms 
around those who responCI to the invi-
tation. · 

When I made my confession, one of 
the elders said he felt he would be 
amiss if he didn't "partition" God in my 
behalf. I felt he would be remiss if he 
failed to petition God in my behalf. 
Maybe all our prayers went amiss and 
we really partitioned God. But I don't 
want to be too critical, I really want to 
put something into the services. 

Sometimes it is hard for me to put 
something into the services when all I 
do is sit there and listen-and listen
and listen. I have heard so many good 
sermons-all in the same service. I 
mean, the preacher missed -so many 
good places to quit. He preached a good 
sermon, and then he repeated it and 
took rounders _on it and started again. 
He must have heard the old adage that: 
"You have to tell 'em what you are going 
to tell 'em, then you have to tell 'em, 
and then you have to tell 'em what you 
told 'em." But, you know, sometimes, 
and I hope the lord will forgive me, I 
think, "If he tries to find one more way 
of saying that same thing again, I think 
I'll scream!" 

Sometimes when I am trying to put 
something into the services, I just wish 
someone else would do the same thing. 
I've heard it before. Please give me 
something to think about. Please bring 
out that salient point you've either over
looked or are afraid to deal with. You 
are talking about Sodom and Go
morrah. Tell us about the evils of the 
homo sexuality that has even entered the 
church. Tell us the homosexuals are 
wrong in their exegesis of the sin com
mitted being only one of hospitality and 
shame brought about by temple prosti
tutes. And please, Brother Preacher, 
make a little effort to correct those 

W. HARLAND DILBECK 

glaring grammatical errors that you use 
over ana over and over again. Many of 
~s h~ve pointed them out to you. We 
fmd 1t hard to take your criticisms about 
t~e changes we need to make in our 
l1ves, wtien repeatedly you mispro
nounce the same word, or mix singular 
and plural nouns and antecedents. It al
w~ys reminds us of what the apostle 
sa1d: "Wherefore, thou art without ex
cuse, 0 man, for wherein thou judgest, 
thou condemnest thyself, for thou doest 
the same things." 

And when we hear you ask a con
vert: "Do you believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God?" we cannot help 
cringing. Wr: have heard so many make 
that confession who do not believe that 
J~sl!s is the Christ, the Son of God. Be
hevmg that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God might be tantamount to believing 
that the preacher is the son of God, or 
that all men are sons of God. But we 
~assent criticize. Someone may get the 
1dea that we didn't get anything out of 
th7 se~ice because we didn't put any
thmg m. But we become frustrated in 
trying to put something into it when 
our suggestions are not taken. After all, 
we believe there are more Indians than 
chiefs. Some of us, especially us women 
ju~t h~ve to sit there and hope someon~ 
will ~1ve us something unto edification. 

It 1s hard for us to become very spir
itual when the preacher shows up late 
wearing a graphic art tee shirt and rain
coat and starts the service by saying: "I 
hope that all of you were not as glued 
to the TV set as I was and were as re
luctant to leave the ball game." It is 
equally as disconcerting to our spiritu
ality to try to get back into the right 
frame of mind when the preacher comes 
into the pulpit swinging a tennis racquet 
and says: "Anyone for tennis?" Such 
startling approaches might work in sales 
meetings as attention getters, but it is 
our opmion that even though Paul pic
tures this life as a race, himself a runner, 
he eased into the analogy less flam
bouyantly. Some of us fuddy duddies are 
not tennis players, and we would rather 
be told more about the game of life 
with a "thus saith the lord." 

It is hard for us to put something into 
the services when we keep hoping that 
"all things may be done unto edifying," 
and find it otherwise. After the pread1er 
has impressed us with the apparent at
titude: "Boy, I kept it up for 45 minutes 
today. The last time I was only able to 
talk for 40 minutes. If I keep trying, I 
might even be able to talk for an hour." 
Then the elder gets up and half-soles the 
sermon, makes the announcements and 
prays for 14 minutes. We find it hard to 
be charitable when approximately two
thirds of his prayer is a personal, private 
prayer filled with l's, me's and mine's. 
We even become hypercritical in won
dering if the poor soul doesn't know 
what the lord meant when he said, "And 
when ye pray, ye shall not be as the 
hypocrites: for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and in the cor-

"I Drank All the Whiskey I 
Wanted" ANCIL JENKINS 

last week, I was stranded on an air
plane for a number of hours because of 
bad weather and other problems. I men
tioned later to a friend that I was away 
from this outside world, surrounded by 
strangers. This person commented that I 
d.id not have to worry about how I acted 
smce no one knew me. I said, "Yes I 
drank all the whiskey I wanted." This 
caused a pause and then I continued. 
"I didn't drink any, because I didn't 
want any." 

This type of thinking sometimes re
flects an interesting view of morality. 
Some think that when they are where 
no one knows them they are not obli
gated to act as they do when they are 
at home, among those they knew. This 
thinking is unsound, because it is un
biblical. 

There are some things that are always 
right and there are some things that are 
always wrong. Where we are or what the 
situation is makes no difference, when 
these choices are to be made. This is 
well illustrated in the life of joseph in 
the Old Testament. He was a slave in 
Egypt, away from his homeland. The wife 
of Potiphar tempted him to commit 
adultery with her. He refused and said, 
"How can I do this great thing and sin 
against God?" 

Such thinking may lead to sin since 
it could cause one to violate his value 
system. When one deliberately violates 
his values, no matter where, or when, it 
is still sin. Others may sin, but if one be
lieves an action is wrong-it is wrong. 

Someone once told me "Anyone who 
believes honesty is the best policy, is 
dishonest." This is because if a person 
is only honest because it is the best 
policy, he would be dishonest if dis
honesty were the best policy. 

let us never forget that God sees and 
God knows. We can never escape his 
All-Seeing Eye. "As you sow, so shall you 
reap ... " 
1701 Gold Avenue S.E.:, Albuquerque, 
NM 87106 

ners of the streets, that they may be 
seen of men. Verily I say unto you, That 
they have received their reward. But 
thou when thou prayest enter into thine 
inner chamber, and having shut the 
door, pray to thy Father wno is in se
cret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 
shall recompense thee." 

It is fine for one to confess his sins 
and shortcomings, but we find it hard 
to put something into the services when 
he fails to recognize the difference be
tween a public and a private prayer. 

And we wouldn't criticize the extend
ed service, because we know we would 
be upbraided for our lack of spirituality. 
Yes, we know that Paul preached until 
midnight, we were the one that fell 
from the window asleep. Of course, if 
we loved the lord we could stay here 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Benevolence: What Is It? 

111 was hungry and you formed a hu
manities club and discussd my hunger. 
Thank you very much. 

I was imprisoned and you . crept off 
quietly to your chapel in the cellar and 
prayed for my release. Thank you very 
much. 

I was naked and in your mind you de
bated the morality of my appearence. 
Thank you very much. 

I was sick and you knelt and thanked 
God for your health. Thank you very 
much. 

I was homeless and you preached to 
me of the spiritual shelter of the love of 
God. Thank you very much. 

I was lonely and you left me alone 
to pray for me. Thank you very much. 

You seem so holy; so close to God. 
But I'm still very hungry, and sick, and 
cold and lonely. . . ." -Bob Rowland 

In his penetrating description of the 
judgment in Matthew 25:31-46, jesus 
m~de one's care for the hungry, the 
th1rsty, the naked, the sick, and the im
prisoned the basis on which his eternal 
destiny was determined. Benevolence is 
not the sole criterion on eternal destiny 
but it is an excellent indicator of one's 
spiritual depth and closeness to God. 

.R~cently, in Des Moines, a group of 
mm1sters and elders attended a work
shop with a theme on "Benevolence." 
I gave a message on "Benevolence: 
What is it?" It was in preparation for this 
w<;nkshop _th.at I found that very little is 
sa1d on th1s Important subject. I am sure 
there are many who practice it but we 
seldom hear from them of their works. I 
do ~ppreciate their example to our gen
eration. Howe-.ter, it is amazing in look
ing at church plans that little, if any, 
room has been given to benevolence. 
Very little is written in brotherhood pub
licat!ons, or spoken d_uring workshops, 
semmars, or lectureships on this won
derful avenue to world evangelism. 

Maybe one reason for this neglect has 
been fear. For instance, we do not want 
to copy a "good thing" from a denomi
nation. After all, there are many cults 
and sects who thrive on dishing out to 
the needs of others. We certainly do not 
want to be like them. Second, we fear 
that we may be harboring to vagrancy. 
We might get a bad name from the 
community. We surely would not want 
to be affiliated with those "low lights." 
W~at is. not recognized with such an 
~ttltude IS that the family of God is giv
mg up a great way to reach out to 
people who hurt and are suffering. By 
looking at statistics on church growth 
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ROGER LEE 

one can see that benevolence falls 
under special needs. Yet we exert more 
effort during gospel meetin~s and visi
tation than benevolence w1th less re
sults (2 to 1). We could reach as many 
people through benevolence as we do 
through walk-ins, programs and Bible 
school. There is nothing wrong with any 
of these areas, but each one should be 
planned and developed. 

Word Study 
There are certain Greek words de

scribing benevolence, or to be benevo
lent. In Kittel's Theological Dictionary of 
the New Testament, one can fine one 
word, eunoia, translated as benevolence 
connoting to be "friendly, to meet half
way, attached, or to be well-:disposed." 
In the New International Dictionary of 
New Testament Theology, edited by 
Colin Brown, one can find several words 
connected with benevolence. In I Timo
thy 4:3 the word metalempsis (lambano) 
includes participation in physical and 
spiritual benefits. In the book of Acts 
the word for grace, charis, is that power 
which flows from God or from the exalt
ed Christ, and accompanies the activity 
of the apostles giving success to their 
mission (Acts 6:8; 11:23, 14:26; 15:40; 
18:27). These relate to benevolence. 
Also, the word, phi/eo from which we 
get our word philanthropos, means 
"benevolently" or "kindly" in Acts 27:3. 
Originally the word, hi/eos (hilaskomai), 
"meant cheerful" or ''joyous" (Plato, 
Laws 1, 649a). Later it came to mean 
"kindly, gracious, benevolent" (Xeno, 
Cyr. 1, 6, 2). 

It would be better for our work in the 
Lord to expand the use of benevolence 
to promote the prosperity and happi
ness of others; to care; to be charitable. 
One of the earliest problems in the 
c;hurch is found in Acts 6. It could have 
brought the gospel charge to a standstill 
and cast unfavorable public opinion on 
this new religion of the first century. 
However, the need was taken care of 
and benevolence was rendered. They 
~ad compassion on the widows by hav
mg mercy and showing kindness. This 
was benevolence. 

Benevolence is joined with several 
ideas in the Bible. It is compassion love 
s«:rvi~e, ministering, caring, sharing: 
kmdh.ne.ss, good.n~ss,. fellowship, grace, 
assoc1at1on, part1c1pat1on and collection. 
Benevolence is a part of the work of the 
whole church. . 

. New ~estament Usage 
It IS not poss1ble for my mind to con

ceive that any N.T. figure would have 

gauged his service by any yard stick of 
benevolence. Their generosity was exer
cised toward the poor (Gal. 2:10), the 
needy (Eph. 4:28), enemies (Rom. 12:14, 
21), and toward God's Servants (Phil. 
4:14-17). Their generosity was measured 
by ~b.ility (Acts 11 :29), love (I Cor. 13:3), 
sacnf1ce (Mark 12:41-44), and bountiful
ness (II Cor. 9:6-15). We have many 
blessings of this generosity toward oth
ers. It definitely fulfills a grace (Rom. 
12:6, 13). It makes one "more blessed" 
(Acts 20:35). You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion and result in thanks
giving to Gad (II Cor. 9:11). 
. The c~mpassion of jesus for the needy 
IS a subJeCt worthy of exploring. With 
compassion jesus could speak words of 
warning, heal the sick, raise the dead, 
feed a multitude and forgive sinners. 
That was benevolence working. The 
most benevolent act of God was allow
ing his Son to come to earth to die for 
mankind. That was compassion working. 

Early Christian Acts 
Notable acts of benevolence were ex

tended victims of disaster, exiles, the im
prisoned, according to Eusebius Church 
History VII. xxii. One of the great hor
rors of the ancient world was to die and 
not receive proper burial. Hippolytus 
mentions that the early church assumed 
their responsibility for burying its poorer 
members. Hospitality to travelers is an
other virtue which finds frequent ex
pression in Christian sources. Christians 
had a special concern for their brethren 
who were imprisoned for their faith. 

All members of the church should be 
taught to be compassionate and alert 
t<:» !he needs !Jf those they contact. By 
a1dmg people m need to the point where 
they can 11Stand on their own feet," the 
church will do a greater service than 
imagined and leave a door open for 
Bible study. 

Maybe, just maybe, this will inspire 
beginning and developing future plans 
for b~nevolence. More, hopefully, will 
be wntten on the subject to evangelize, 
educate and to edify the family of God. 
It would be nice to hear that the hun
gry is fed, the sick taken care of and the 
lonely visited. Benevolence means com
passion for the needy, care from the 
heart, sharing of goodness, and it means 
obedience. \Ne have both commands 
and examples in the New Testament. 

We can if we want to . . . we decide 
to ... we are willing to pay the price. 
Benevolence, what is it .•. to you? 

428 Crawford, Boone, lA 50036 
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Boundaries: Balanced or Bizarre? (1) 
ROY H. LANIER, JR. 

The boundaries of God's instructions for leadership within 
the local congregation have been a subject of much distress 
in recent years. Pendulum thinking has caused some men to 
portray overseers of the church as little more than puppets of 
the majority, or to portray overseers as men with dictatorial 
decisive powers. Neither is the case in God's plan. There is a 
happy medium. There is a leadership of quality and distinc
tion which God designed. 

A Leadership of Excellence 

Men to be used by the congregation are those who have 
demonstrated in their lives an excellence of spirituality. Their 
lives have been such that they are ''blameless," "without re
proach," have "good testimony from them that are without." 

Further, they are men who have this excellence within their 
own personalities and characters. Such qualities as "without 
reproach ..• temperate, sober-minded, orderly, ... gentle, 
not contentious" etc. show a personality of great refinement. 
These men have practiced Christ so much in their lives that 
they are ahead in their development of a great spirituality. 

Further, they are men whose involvements have been extra
ordinary. They are "given to hospitality, apt to teach" and a 
"lover of good." Their lives have been those of deep involve
ment and action in spheres of influence and help. 

Next, they are men whose demonstrated excellence has led 
their close ones to the lord. They ·"rule well their own 
house" and "have children that believe." Unless their excel
lence within their own homes is evident, one could hardly 
want them to lead the lord's family. 

A Leadership of Experience 

These men are husbands. They have the experience of 
blending their lives to the life of another human being in the 
closest of all human ties. Surely it could not be said, as did 
one of my revered teachers in the long ago, that a bachelor 
could qualify as an overseer because he had helped raise so 
many children! 

These men are parents. And their parenthood has been 
successful. Their children are believers. If the seed they have 
sown in the hearts of their children only lasts until they are 
"out on their own," how well was the seed sown in the first 
place? One cannot treat every instance of a lost child the 
same way. But neither are we to deny the principle that one 
:-eaps what one has sown. And to say a man is qualified to 
serve as an overseer when his children are no longer faithful, 
is to say a farmer has been successful when he has little or 
no crop. And remember that crop is during a year when the 

neighbors are getting a good harvest right along side of him! 
These men are neighbors. Their experience is such in their 

business and social life that they ha~e been able to deal well 
with their peers. And they have kept their respect. 

When such men of experience are seen within the local 
church, it is well to want to use them for our pastors. 

A Leadership of Exhortation 
These men are to "take heed to the flock . . . feed . . ." 

(Acts 20:28), "take care of the church" (1 Tim. 3:5), "guard 
... watch" (Acts 20:28-30), "teach" (1 Tim. 3:2) "convict the 
gainsayer ... stop the mouths of ... reprove them sharp
ly ... " (Titus 1 :9-13). And, they are to do this first of all by 
way of example (1 Peter 5:3). 

They have no pressures they can bring to bear through 
social or financial ways. Their pressure is solely the word of 
God. They persuade and lead by their teaching, both in 
example and word. 

A Leadership of Exactitude 

They are to hold to the faithful word (Titus 1 :9). Their over
sight is "according to the will of God" (1 Peter 5:2). Op
posers are "deceivers ... teaching things they ought not ... " 
(Titus 1 :10). The reproof the elders give is so that men may 
be "sound in the faith" (Titus 1 :13). 

Their "watch in behalf of souls" is toward exactly that: 
the salvation of souls. All of their judgments must be toward 
carrying out the word. Prejudice and partiality have no part 
in the decisions and work of elders. 

A Leadership of' Excitement and Execution 
The obedience of the congregation will bring "profit" 

(Heb. 13:17). Their rule and care is for the church, that the 
flock might be spared (Acts 20:28-29). Never will they lose 
sight of the goals in view: salvation of souls, nurture and 
care of sheep, glory to Christ our Lord, and the home of 
the soul that waits. 

A Leadership of Expectancy 

Paul longed for the "inheritance among the sanctified" 
(Acts 20:32). Elders can give an account with "joy" (Heb. 
13:17). And when the Chief Shepherd appears, the sheep 
can receive the "crown of glory" (1 Peter 5:4). 

So, all the day-by-day decision making of these men is 
toward that judgment day that is coming. It is toward the 
joyful account that can be given. It is toward the completion 
of heavy responsibility. What joy to those who are faithful 
stewards! 

Box 27312, CO 80227 
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Relationships and Evangelism 
R. D . ICE 

What is the church supposed to be? When the topic of 
evangelism comes up, breaking out of the "ghetto of the 
church-building" is usually suggested. Th is shows that the 
church is sti ll largely seen as a platform for launching evan
gelism ra ther than as a community which shares its life with 
the world. We think this is an important distinct ion to make, 
and that renewa l needs to precede evangelism. That is to say, 
we need to learn from the early Christians. They were ef
fective when their evangelism flowed from a renewed church 
li fe and from a tru ly worshipfu l congregation. 

The church at Antioch was a congregation where Jews and 
Genti les converted to the faith broke down centuries-old 
barriers. It was a church where an aristocrat like Manaen, an 
ex-Pharisee like Paul, a land-owner like Barnabas, lucius a 
Hellenistic Jew, and Simeon a black African, could work to
gether as ieaders of the believers. 

One of the most crucia l features of any church is the re
lationsh ips within it. The heart of the gospel is forgiveness
not just a theory, but seen in concrete terms. Forgiveness in
corporates acceptance and a lack of condemnation. It is the 
foundation upon which people of different colors and dif
ferent social backgrounds can meet. It is the power which can 
turn the other cheek and welcome the unlovely. 

If the local church is not a living body of believers, evan
gelism is only a ho llow voice. It just proclaims ooctrines and 
theories. Truth may be there, but unless th e wo rd proclaimed 
has become flesh in a group of people, evangelism has 
nothing to interpret. Notice how Pau l describes the Chris
tians at Phi lippi as being the confirmation of the gospel. 

Worship and evangelism are complementary. Worship is 
Godward and the outworking of that is evangelism. It is 
abso lutely basic in evangelism that God's people know him 
experientially in worship. jesus taught that worship was to 
flow from his gift of the Holy Spirit to the individual and to 
the church. A t Ant ioch the church was worshiping God. Here 
were God's peop le in his presence and experiencing his 
reality. It is through the act of worship that God desi res to 
bring peace and healing to his people. 

A renewed ch urch is the key to evangel ism. Renew: to 
make fresh or strong again, to return to i ts original condition. 
The "evangelist" can on ly speak of what he knows personally. 
He interprets and represents the local life of the congregation 
of the body of Christ. Paul and Barnabas were sent out from 
a church at Antioch. The whole church was involved in a 
sense of direction when the Holy Spiri t said:. "Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Paul." With such a vision the church is 
characterized by purpose and con fidence, where not only in
dividuals but the whole ch urch knows the direction the Lord 
is lead ing them. They could move w i th God-given confidence 
and faith. The "evange lists" were the in terpreters of what the 
community of unbel ievers cou ld see in the believers' life to
gether. As a real fellowship is established, which is domi
nated by trust, acceptance and love, a li fe will be experienced 
which in lime wi ll seek an ou tlet. At this po int faith -sharing 
wi ll begin. 

At times the Lord must be fed up with conferences, 
minutes, reports, committees, covenan ts, papers, inter-church 
statements and dialogues. He is looking for a people who 
w ill come alive in him, to him, who w ill see as he sees, who 
w il l fee l for those lost in depression and failure and loneli-
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ness, for those bound by unbreakable habits and fears. We 
hear him saying to his people: " Through my spirit I will 
show you the fields prepared for the harvest and you will 
go and reap." 
1206 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, NY 14850 

Reflections 
JAM ES W. FERGUSON, SR . 

When I reflect on the events of Golgotha, I am struck with 
awe and amazement. What do I really recall to mind about 
that place of toil, pain, sorrow, suffering and despair? Is it 
that I only look at the sacrifice? Is that enough? Do I look 
for the meaning of the innocent hanging on the tree for me? 
Is it that God wanted to choose this night of ebon pinion to 
show the brightness of his love? Does the hour of death really 
satisfy the divine demands for atonement? Does the effect of 
that hour linger on in the mind of man; on the pages of 
history; and in the mind of angels as well? Has the Sun of 
righteousness finally appeared with healing in his w ings? Is 
there finally a balm to heal the sin-sick world? In all these re
flections, and in many more that could be suggested, the 
singular answer to each is an emphatic YES. Wi thout con
troversy great is the mystery of god liness, 

He who was manifested in the flesh 
justified in the spirit 

preached among the nations 
believed on in the world 

taken up into glory" (2 Tim. 3:16) 
has appeared to make the sinner whole and restore such a 
one to fu ll fellowship of dignity w ith the Creator of all 
creations. 

This story of reclamation is the story angels told and the 
song that thrills the heart of man. Prophets of old, men 
moved by God's Holy Spirit, longed to see this day of salva
tion and grace. Poets and psalmists write odes to this King 
who died and is now alive. Philosophers stand in amaze
ment at the essence of his teachings. Socrates, Plato, He
reditus, and others, who are they? Wh ere is the scribe, the 
wise man that can comprehend the fullness, the length, the 
breadth, the height, of such profound teaching? IL is even yet 
more unspeakable when we view th is gift from heaven as far 
as the world is concerned. "The grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all men." Man cou ld never of thought, 
heard, or spoken such a story that was told at Golgotha. 

Only through the eye of faith and mental reflections are we 
able to see the grand and glorious happening on the cross 
at Golgotha. After such reflections we can fu lly understand 
what Paul said: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, 
to the jew first and to the Greek also." Paul remembered 
the cross when he wrote to the ch urch at Corin th; " but we 
preach Christ cruci fed, to Jews a stumbling block, and to 
Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both 
jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God." 

We who preach and teach need to reflect on the man 
on the midd le cross. 
11300 Dubl in Rd ., Pleasanton, CA 94566 
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Five Best Sources of Prospects 

"Find me a prospect and I will teach 
a home Bible study," a Christian said 
seriously. This statement is based on two 
assumptions: (1) that prospects are few 
and far between; (2) that all a serious 
Christian needs is for someone to fur
nish him a name and this alone will re
sult in a good prospect. 

But, are these assumptions nece~sari
ly true? Actually, "the fields are still 
white unto harvest." Prospects abound 
everywhere for the "soul conscious" 
Christian. Usually the person who first 
contacts a prospect is the one whom 
the prospect will accept more readily 
as ~ t.eacher. For optimum results each 
Chnst1~n w~o wants to bring someone 
to Chnst will do well to find his own 
prospects. 

Where are these prospects, and how 
can they be approached to set up a 
Bible study? 

The most obvious place to begin is 
among our family and friends. Much 
en:aphasis ha~ been placed on "friend
ship evangelism" and rightly so. When 
we go beyond being just "one of the 
good of' boys" and be the friend jesus 
descri~ed in the ~arable of the good 
Samantan, people m our circle of ac
quaintances will see something which 
they want to be themselves. After all 
what act of friendliness could be greate; 
than sharing the Christ with those we 
love? 

But many Christians are looking not 
only among their friends but also on 
'the fields-white unto harvest." They 
are sensitive to the masses who as 
jesus compas~ionately described them 
are "like sheep without a shepherd." ' 

Where can we begin? Over the years 
Christians involved in winning others t~ 
Christ have depended heavily on the 
following five good sources of pros
pects: 

Visitors to the Worship Services 
The person who attends an assembly 

of the church has taken a big step to
ward the kingdom of God. His very 
presence proclaims that some interest 
brought him to this place at this time. 
Christians who can be genuine in their 
friendliness, greeting the visitor warmly 
and setting him at ease, are paving the 
way for evangelism. 

Names of visitors who sign cards 
should be given discriminately and 
prayerfully to people who are serious 
about teaching home Bible studies. The 
call should be made the same week the 
visitors came. If at all possible the Bible 

JULE L. MILLER 

study should be set up on their first 
visit! 

An excellent approach to setting up 
t~e first study is to ask a direct ques
tion, "John and Betty, would you like to 
know more about the church of Christ?" 
Over 95% of the people whom I have 
asked this question have answered "yes." 

Sometimes a Bible study with a visitor 
can be arranged before he leaves the 
premises. This has occurred more often 
than most of us realize. 

Mates of Members 
In one congregation where I served 

we discovered over 50 mates of our 
members who had not been baptized 
into Christ, yet were attending almost 
all the assemblies regularly with their 
spouses. These unsaved mates are one 
of the prime sources for prospects in 
any congregation. They are like "a bird 
in the hand .... " 

When arranging a study with the un
saved mate, deal directly with him/her; 
never set up a study through the be
lieving mate. In most cases it is best to 
arrange the interview with the unbeliev
ing mate without previously contacting 
the member involved. The member will 
be more hesistant than necessary about 
approaching the non-member mate. 

When visiting in the couple's home 
talk directly to the non-member. You 
may say, "John, you have been attend
ing the services with Kay for months and 
perhaps years. Would you like to learn 
more about the church, and have a 
chance to ask some of the questions you 
may have in mind?" Or, you may ap
proach the non-member like this: 
"Would you like to learn more about 
what Kay's religion is so that you can 
understand better why she believes as 
she does?" 

Almost all of the 50 non-member 
mates mentioned above were ultimately 
baptized. Our approach to arrange the 
studies was basically as described. Non
member mates offer great potential for 
prospects and, in time, baptisms. Do not 
overlook this prolific source. 

Engaged Couples 
When we become aware that a young 

Christian is becoming interested seri
ously -in, or engaged to, a non-member, 
that non-member young person imme
diately becomes an excellent prospect. 

Here again, when visiting with this 
couple talk directly to the non-member. 
The approach can be the same as above: 
"Mack, as you know, judy is a member 

of the church of Christ. Would you like 
to know more about the church and 
what she believes? We have a set of 
five full-color filmstrips that furnish a 
beautiful panoramic view of the whole 
Bible. I would like to study with you 
and judy." 

With this apP.roach many couples have 
been led to begin their married lives 
after first becoming one in Christ. 

The Sincere Inquirer 
The sincere inquirer is that person 

who asks questions because he really 
wants to know. Quite often interested 
people ask questions about God, the 
Bible, and the church. The time and 
place such questions are asked varies 
from the foyer of the church building 
after services, to a quiet time on a date. 
The asking of a sincere question is an 
opportunity for the Christian to say. 
"I'm glad you asked that question. But 
since several Bible principles are in
volved a simple 'yes' or 'no' answer is 
not possible at this time. I have access 
to a set of five beautiful, full-color film 
strips on the Bible. These will give us an 
opportunity to look at some llasic Bible 
principles as we see a panoramic view 
of the whole Bible. With this perspective 
a lot of the questions other people have 
asked about the Bible have become quite 
clear. When would you like to see the 
first filmstrip?" 

Casual Meetings 
Think of the people you meet every 

day, some of them new people, others 
only casual acquaintances or people with 
whom you trade: 

a. The patient in the hospital 
b. The person who works with you 

on the job. 
c. Neighbors 
d. The lady who takes your children 

to school in her car 
e. The grocery clerk, mechanic, car- . 

penter, etc. 
f. Relatives 
All of these people, and others you 

can think of, are potential prospects. 
Sometimes casual acquaintances grow 
into friendships. When the formation of 
a friendship has at its core one person 
sharing Christ with the other, a friend 
is being made for eternity. 

So prospects are everywhere. All we 
really need to do is look around us 
where we are right now. When we look 
around us realistically we will concur 
with our lord who said, "The fields are 
white unto harvest." 
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Marriage 
and 
Family 
Institute 

The Institute faculty is composed of Dr. Paul Faulkner, Dr. Tom 
Milholland, and Dr. Royce Money. 

Deadline for applications for the Fall of 1983 is June 1. Inquiries 
about the program should be sent to: 
Dr. Tom Milholland 
Marriage and Family Institute 
Abilene Christian University 
ACU Station, Box 8185 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Summer Offerings of the Marriage and Family Institute 
include: 

Abilene Christian University 
•"Introduction to Marriage and Family Therapy" 
May 30- June 10 
Dr. Tom Milholland 

is now accepting applications for its graduate program leading 
to a master's degree in Marriage and Family Therapy. The 
two-year graduate program combines theoretical, experiential 
and spiritual aspects of marriage and family therapy. 

•"Marriage Renewal Workshop" 
June 20-21 
Dr. Royce Money and Dr. Tom Milholland 

•"Counseling for Church Leaders" 

The major prerequisite is a bachelor's degree from an accredited 
institution. No specific undergraduate major is essential for 
admission. 

June 27 - July 1 
Dr. Royce Money 

•"Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Counseling" 
July 11-22 

The program is ideally suited for training in the professions of 
ministry (all areas), private practice, or work with social service 
agencies. 

Dr. Paul Faulkner 

For brochures and information write: Dr. Royce Money, Marriage 
and Family Institute, ACU Station, Box 8191, Abilene, TX 79699 
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HOSPITALIZATION & 
MA..JOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Does Your Present Health Plan Have: 

(1) A Major Medical Maximum of less than $1 ,000,000? 

(2) A Limitation on Amounts Paid for Intensive Care? 

(3) A Limitation of $150/Day on the Semi-Private Room Rate? 

IF YOUR PLAN LACKS THESE VITAL BENEFITS CONTACT: 

Reid Street 
P.O. Box 387 

Madison, Tennessee 37115 
1-800-251-1944 

Family Rates Beginning at $114.95 
Individual Rates Beginning at $44.95 

-Garrett-Street & Associates, P.O. Box 387, Madison, Tennessee 37115-

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 29, 1983 



MV NAME IS LEGION 

(Continued from page 5) 

all day-but we didn't expect to have 
to. You see, we left our visitors at home 
in order that we might attend services, 
telling them that we would be back at 
noon to entertain them with a home
cooked meal. Services are usually con
cluded in plenty of time for this. Today 
was special. The preacher preached well 
past his usual time. There were more 
announcements than usual and the an
nouncer felt it incumbent upon himself 
to delineate the importance of those 
items in the bulletin. One of the dea
cons had a project next to his heart that 
he wanted to report upon, etc. The 
meeting turned out to be an old
fashioned "pop-corn" meeting. Several 
people popped up and extended the 
meeting well past the usual time for 
dismissal. And everyone knows that the 
song leader has to lead that final song 
because it is printed on the order of 
services which we find in our song 
books. May the good Lord forgive us 
when we are aware of the sighs at
tendant to the lengthy prayer which is 
a rehash, antepenult to an already over
long service? Does the Lord understand 
when our reaction to it is: "And in 
praying use not vain repetitions, as the 

Gentiles do, for they think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking"? 

So, please, Brother Preacher, dress 
your best for the Master. We are here 
to commemorate his death, burial and 
resurrection. You dress for a funeral oc
casion of your peers. Brother Song 
Leader, please, put some life and 
thought in your selection and directing 
and do it with a pleasant mien. Brother 
Announcement maker-please make it 
brief or have it published in the bulletin. 
Those who attend at the Lord's table
please dress appropriately and be prop
erly attendant. "Let all things be done 
unto edifying." Give us something from 

the word of God that we cannot get for 
ourselves, and then we will say "It was 
good for us to have been here." 
4524 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 
91602 

WHY NOT UNITYl 
(Continued from page 3) 

not read things into it I have not said or 
intended. If you still disagree, please 
take the time to point out to me Bib
lically where I am wrong.) 
Tenth & Broad Church of Christ, Wichita 
Falls, TX 76301 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

RETIRE A MILLIONAIRE? 
••• and help the church grow, too! 
See How Fast your Money Grows In A. Tax-Sheltered Plaa With 

TRUST COMPANY OF AMERICA 
TAX•SBELTERED, INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS or KEOGH PLANS invested In 
mort3age church bonds are currently earning 
Interest at IZ'l, to IS'l,. 

• No OOI:IUIIIaaloa cbaqea 
• llllmedlate aad future ta• beaellta 
• YoalDYeat lor J'011nell aad Ia 

cb111'Cb srowtb, too 
• Ideal plaa to coaalder lor J'OV 

m111later'a retlromeut 
• Traaderrla& J'011r eaada& plaa to 

Trut CoalpaaJ' of America, co111d 
lacreaae J'OV retlremeut lacome 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT 

Alter 
Syn. 

IOyn. 
ZOyn. 
JOyn. 

Sa,ooo lllvested Per Year* 
lllvestment @ IS% 
SIO,OOO S 14,378.59 S 

@IS% 
15,757.75 
48,234.88 

SS3,1S9.4S 
I,IU,491.4S 

ao,ooo 40,IU.46 
40,000 168,8SS.77 
60,000 581,575·37 

*Tbe prolectloaa •ed Ia tbe table. above are baaed oa curreat 
rata, aacl are mblect to cbaaae. 

Please send lDionaadoa on the: 

o Keosh Plan (SeU·employed Retirement Plan) 
0 J.R.A. (Employed peraoaa Retlremeat Plaa) 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Ph011e No. 
(DaJ') (NJPt) 

AHUlated Maaasen, lac., P.O. Box 7648 
Amarillo, Texas 79109·0648 

1·800·858·4006 (Ill Texas: 1·800·69a·4174) 

Tbla aaaouaceaaeat Ia aot aa oHer to aeU aor a aoUcltatloaol 
aa offer to buy tbe.e aecurlde.. Tbe ollerlaal• made by tbe 
Prospectua. 
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TEACHERS 
NEEDED ... 

Work in beautiful Sonoma 
County, north-central Cali
fornia, near coast. 
Openings: 

1. High School-capable 9f 
teaching math and 
science. 

2. Teacher for 3rd and 
4th grades. 

Administrator 
PACIFIC CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

Box369 
Graton, CA. 95444 
Tel. 707·823·2880 

N.C.J.C. BREAKS ;ENROLLMENT RECORD 

Northeastern Christian Junior College 
announces a record spring enrollment of 
212, which is the largest spring enroll
ment in the college's 24-year history. 
The total represents a 17 percent in
crease over the 1982 spring enrollment. 

Northeastern is fully accredited by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools, and is a member of the 
American Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges. 

BIBLE LANDS TOUR 
ONLY$1098 
June 10-17, 1983 

with optional 
Greek Island Cruise 

June 17-24, 1983 

Send.lor'a Brochure 
Tim Matl¥tnY 

4810 El Salvador. Houston, TX 77066 
713-893-4411 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 9 -

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY! ! ! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking 'for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

-approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000 to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
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421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Ministry works w1111 lailllful congregations of the 
churches ol Christ whose mombera on military Installations 
wofldwlde are wailing to help your loved ones - as they 11avo 
helped with the spintual and physical needs ol thouaands ol 
others during the pnt five years. This se,•ce ia ltMI 

Send 'lame, complete address. Phone and military installation. 
and spiritual eond•lion. '' known along with your name and ad
dress to: 

AMEN 

~~.• WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
,;• CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe. Louisiana 712V1 

Americ:aD Military Evugelizing Natiou 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tioo. SCHOOLOFPERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324-0120 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 1Se. Instructions 
free. 

3. Ccnvert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip aCf, che.:k items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20C addressed to you. Lll· 
ERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 79E01. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S.. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

227 
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~ardin~ 

~ 
Gradual!! 
School 

of 
Religion 

Summer School 

~~ 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Quality Education for Christian Ministry 

-

Put Summer School in your plans. Enrich your knowledge 
and strengthen your faith. Enjoy our beautiful campus, 
ample facilities and a warm atmosphere of fellowship. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
May 23-August 12, 1983 

Summer School at Harding Graduate School of Religion has 
always been set up on a three week schedule. One takes only 
one course each three weeks. The main part of our schedule 
will continue in that tradition, but in response to a need ex
pressed by our regular commuters and some of our fulltime 
students, we are also featuring some courses during the sum
mer of 1983 on a six weeks and a twelve weeks schedule. 

TUESDAYS - 12 WEEKS 
A course taught by Dr. Richard Oster will meet all summer, 

May 24-August 9, one day each week on Tuesdays from 1:00 
p.m. until 4:10p.m. 

522 Religious Teachings of the 
New Testament 3 hrs. Oster 

DAILY - 6 WEEKS 
In addition to this course, another summer innovation will 

be the offering of two courses for six weeks each. They will 
meet daily, eighty minutes each day, June 13-July 22. Dr. 
Douglas Brown and Dr. Mac Lynn will teach these courses. 

10:10-11:30 a.m. 
549 Current Religious Thinking 3 hrs. Brown 

1:00-2:20 p.m. 
592 Christian Leadership 3 hrs. Lynn 

DAILY - 3 WEEKS 
In addition to these innovatively scheduled classes. several 

other courses are offered on our REGULAR THREE WEEKS 
PER COURSE basis during four sessions as follows: 

First Session -May 23-:-June 10 
508 The Minor Prophets 
555 Christian Ethics 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 
720A Seminar in Ministry 

(May 23-27) 

Second Session - June 13-july 1 
520B An Advanced Introduction 

to the New Testament 
532 Readings in the Greek 

New Testament 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 

Third Session - July 5-22 
535x Exegesis of the Fourth 

Gospel 
582 World Evangelism 

Fourth Session - July 25-August 12 
521 The New Testament World 
574A Theories of Marriage and 

Family Therapy 
588 Expository Preaching 

3 hrs. 
3 hrs. 

3 hrs. 

3 hrs. 

3 hrs. 

3hrs. 

3hrs. 

3 hrs. 
3hrs. 

3 hrs. 

3hrs. 
3hrs. 

Lewis 
Brown 

A. Lewis 

Lynn 

Lewis 

Osburn 

A. Lewis 

Osburn 
Slate 

Oster 

Johnson 
Slate 

TIME TO BE ARRANGED 
539x Guided Research in 

New Testament 3 hrs. Staff 
570 Guided Research in the 

Ministerial Field 3 hrs. Staff 
571ABC Religious Field Work 1 hr. ea. Staff 
579C Internship 3 hrs. Johnson 
589x Practicum in 

Communications 3 hrs. Slate 
595 Practicum in Ministry 3 hrs. Lynn 
598 Guided Research in 

Church Growth 3 hrs. Lynn 
600 Thesis 6 hrs. Staff 
730AB Internship in Ministry 3 hrs. ea. Staff 
740 D. Min. Thesis 6 hrs. Staff 

There will be four sessions of these three-week courses with 
classes meeting five days a week. Ordinarily, students will be 
permitted to take only one three hour course for each three 
weeks. One exception will be allowed: Students may take the 
twelve week course and overlap it with a three week course. In 
no case will one be allowed to enroll for more than a total of 
twelve semester hours for the entire summer school. The three 
week classes meet Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday. Thursday, 
and Friday at 8:15-9:25 and 10:00-11:30 with chapel from 
9:30-9:50 a.m. 

All classes listed may not be taught. There must be a minimum 
enrollment for a class to materialize. 

Registration Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 60.00 
Tuition (per semester hour). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87.50 
Tuition for 6 Hours or Less (per semester hour. 

no registration fee required for 6 hours or less). . . . . 94.00 
Audit Fee (per semester hour)..................... 82.00 
Late Registration Fee (enrolling after set registration 

period)...................................... 4.50 
Add-Drop Fee per Course. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
Fee for Partial Payment of Account (per semester) . . . 4.50 
Waiver of Course by Examination 

(each course)................................. 8.00 
Examination Taken Out of Schedule 

(early or late) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
Student Activity Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
D.Min Application Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
D.Min Supervision Fee 

(to be paid after 15 hours of work). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350.00 

NOTE: Under certain circumstances undergraduates are ac
cepted and may take certain specified courses and receive credit 
from Harding University in Searcy. Arkansas. See the 
Registrar on registering. 

DORMITORY RENT FOR SUMMER 
Rooms in the air-conditioned college dormitory are $73.50 per 
person per session. 5275.00 per person for all four sessions. 

For further information write: Bill Flatt, Acting Dean, Harding Graduate School of 
Religion, Memphis, Tenn. 38117, Phone: 901-761-1353. 



YORK ENROLLMENT RECORDS FALL York College has now posted four 
consecutive semesters of record enroll-

ments, including last semester's all-time 
high of 456. Enrollment records continued to 

tumble at York College when more than 
400 students registered for second se
mester classes. 

AU...m .. C!.,,.,.,, Undergraduate 
C h f (D I & Graduate 
Jc oo o l\etigion Degrees In Bible HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
According to Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, 

vice-president for academics and regis
trar of the college, a total of 407 en
rolled for the spring term, easily top
ping the previous record, 367, set last 
spring. 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scholarsh•ps A•a•lable For Full T•me Slooenrs on Mam CJampus 

Gl Appro.ed 011 Campus Programs A•111111ble 

Call CoiiPCI for Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 2n-3s1o 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

MEETING YET? 
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Seventh ~ual Preachers' Forur.n 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38117 

"Preaching From 
The Book of Acts'' 

~ardin~ 

j Grad. uah.' 
School 

of 

April19, 1983 

9:00-10:00 Exegesis of the Book of Acts . . . . . . . . . Richard Oster, HGSR Faculty 
10:10-10:50 Exegesis of the Book of Acts ....................... Richard Oster 
11:00-11:50 OPEN FORUM 

Chairman: Clifton L. Ganus, President, Harding University 
Panel Members: Richard Oster, Jack Lewis 

12:00-1:30 LUNCH BREAK (Alumni Luncheon -
Alumnus of the Year Award to be given.) 

1:40-1:50 A Report on HGSR .................... Bill Flatt, HGSR Registrar 
1:50-2:00 What HGSR Means to Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ]ames Walters, 

Harding University Bible Faculty 
2:10-2:50 Preaching Values from the Book of Acts .............. Jerry ]ones, 

Harding University Bible Department Chairman 
3:00-3:50 Repent and Be Converted ......................... Tom Holland, 

David Lipscomb College Bible Professor 
3:50-4:45 OPEN FORUM 

Chairman: Bill Flatt 
Panel Members: Jerry ]ones, Tom Holland, Richard Oster 

Some Questions To Be Answered 
What was Luke's purpose in writing Acts? • Were the ''Twelve" the only apostles? • Why was 
salvation for the Jews first? • And is salvation really universal in Acts? • Why is so much of 
Acts concerned with Paul? • What is the relationship of Acts and the Gospel according to 
Luke? • What really happened on Pentecost? • What is Holy Spirit baptism? • Is Holy 
Spirit baptism for us today? • What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the growth of the early 
church 7 • What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the church today? • What are some of the great 
texts from the book of Acts? • What pattern is there in the book of Acts for us today? • Is it 
right to take Nazarite vows today as Paul did in Acts? • What is the correct translation of Acts 
20:77 

"Quality Education For Christian Ministry" 
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BOOKS })n feview 
THE SIMPLE ENGLISH BIBLE. Interna

tional Bible Publ ishing Co. Softback 
$5.95, hardback $14.95, Leather $19.95 
An easy to read edition translated by 

Christians. Si nce i ts introduction in New 
Ynrk in May, it has received reviews in 
over 300 major newspapers. There w ill 
be objections to it, as there have always 
been objections to every translation that 
has ever been made. But we predict a 
wide reception for it. 

SOME QUIET PLACE. Joe Barnett & 
John Gibson. Brownlow. 64 p. $5.95 

A beautifully printed, boxed gift item. 
And one that teaches a great lesson. 
Page length essays accompanied by full 
color, beautiful pictures. The word pic
tures are fully as beautiful as the art. 
The perfect gift. 

FAITH THAT OVERCOMES. Chester 
Estes. Privately publ ished. 109 p. $6 

The autobiography of a preacher of 
the gospel who has preached for over 50 
years. It is a story of rural hardships, re
l igious controversy, powerful spiritual 
influences and of a struggle to find the 
truth. Then fol lows th e story of what it 
took to preach it. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH THEN 
AND NOW. Leroy Lawson. Standard. 156 
p. $3.50 

An art iculate series of lessons by the 
minister of the Central Christian Church 
in Mesa, Arizona, dea ling with sound 
Bible principles regarding what is the 
church, how to get into it, and how it is 
governed, as well as w hat is its work. 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS. Dwight Pente
cost. Zondervan. 180 p. $8.95 

Special emphasis is given to the co n
text of a parable. Often the meaning is 
largely tw isted because we take the 
thing being taught ou t of i ts context. An 
expository exam ination of th e setting, 
the problem and the lesson taught marks 
this study of most all the parables in the 
New Testament. 

I NEVER THOUGHT IT WOULD BE TH IS 
WAY. James Jones. Quality. 174 
pp. $5.25 

An attempt by a counselor, out of his 
years of experience, to give some 
practical rules for happy married li fe. 
The dynamics of marriage and fami ly li fe 
are set forth from a Christian perspec
time. It would be good reading for any
one. 

A BOOK BY BOOK STUDY OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT. Rubel Shel ly. Privately 
publ ished. 123 pp. $6.95 

An excellent outli ne study-book by 
book-of th e O ld Testament. An 8'12 X 
11 workbook w ith wide margin for 
notes. Each book is carefull y ou tlined. 
An unusually good study guide for Bible 
classes . 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. Edward 
Wharton. Howard. 136 pp. $3.95 

Lecture notes for Wharton's course 
on th e scheme of redemption, arranged 
in three major divisions; the last of 
which is an expose of Premi llennialism . 

A how-to book on Bible study. It is 
defin i tely not for the beginners. A mas
ter of the historical-cri tical method digs 
deep into the methods used and the use 
of the information gotten from serious 
Bible study. 

FROM WORD TO LI FE. Perry Yoder. 
Herald Press. 288 pp. $12.95 

A ll books revi ewed hore may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishinll' House. Please add 
$1.00 Cor postage and handling ~ on orders of $10.00 
or les•; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of t he 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library t hat will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written dur ing t he year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get your s 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Tens 78767 

WilE HE 
TilE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

• THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, t his ed ition 
of Where The Sa ints Meet is the result of a pains
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around t he world. Also included are listings 
for l iberal arts colleges and universit ies, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and chi ld ca re and senior cit izen care 
faci l ities in the United States. 

A stat istical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on part icu lar congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for add resses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas resident s add 5 % sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 
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WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 

anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

Dept. FF 
P.O.BoxiBC 
Florence, AL 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
1-205-766-6610 
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BRUMFI ELDS PLAN TO GO TO 
SALVADOR 

Tim and Janet Brumfield are planning 
to leave in October for Sa lvador, Brazil, 
as part of the mission team from Sunset, 
Lubbock Christian and Abilene Christian 
that has prepared itself for team work 
in that ci ty. 

Salvador is the capi ta l of Bahia state 
and is growing rap idly. Its present popu
la tion is nearly two million. It is a major 
ci ty of Brazillian cu l ture. 

The Brumfields are looking for a con
gregation that is w illing to send them to 
the field. They would l ike to spend sev
eral months worki ng with that congre
gation before leaving. Contact them at 
248 Ambler #45, Abilene, TX 76901, or 
phone 915-667-9797. 

" WHITE HARVEST FIElDS" 
ROCKDAlE THEME 

"The Fields Are White" is the theme 
for the fourth annual Central Texas Evan
gelism Workshop, held yearly in Rock
dale. Keynote speakers include Charles 
Hodge, Richard Rogers, Max Zamorano, 
and joe Barnett. The dates for this year's 
workshop are June 9, 10, 11. 

Further information may be obtained 
by writing the Murray Street Church 
of Christ, Box 227, Rockdale, TX 76567. 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our ch ildren are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibi lity. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and ch ildren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

MINISTER 'PREACHES' AT 
HIS OWN FUNERAl 

james Dotson prepared a videotape 
so he cou ld preach at his own funeral. 

vice. Born Aug 12, 1955 in Cleveland, 
Dotson had lived in Mansfield since 
June 1980. 

Dotson, 27, died Tuesday after suf
fering from cancer for two years. 

In the tape Dotson discusses his own 
death and its meaning for his own Chris
tian faith. 

He was an associate minister at the 
Brookswood Way chu rch ·i n Mansfield, 
Ohio where the tape was played 
Wednesday afternoon in a funeral ser-

Dotson decided during the past holi
day season to tape the sermon, accord
ing to friends and relatives. 

He is survived by his wife, Mara, and 
daughter, Nicole. 

Graduation 
1983 

Cap It 
with a Gift Book 

from Baker! 
CONGRATULATIONS A Graduation Remembrance, by LOUIS 0 Coldwell A new g11l 
book of QUidonce and help, by lhe oulhor of Tassel books $4.95 (New!) 

CHOOSING YOUR CARE ER The Christian i>ecision Manual, by Marlin Clark New 
tnstghts by on expenenced Chnsllon counselor Paper. $3.95 (New!) 

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for High School Graduates, by Louts 0 
Coldwell A closs1c groduollon gtfl book olmosl three-quorlers of a mtllron m 
pnn11 $3.95 

ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for College Graduates, by LOUIS 0 
Co ldwell Ftlled wtth sound odvtce and procttcol tnstghts $3.95 

DIRECTIONS A Gift Book for Graduates, by Leroy Koopman Sound, scnpturol 
odvtce to all groduoles $4.95 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE, by W1111om J Krutzo Mustngs and thoughts for the 
graduate $4.95 

GOOD MORN ING, LORD, Senes $3.95 each Gtfl Style 
Devotions tor College Students, oy L 0 Colawell Prayers a. Promises tor Teens, by Margaret Shrner 
More Devotions tor Teens. by Paul Morrrn Devoflons tor Young People. by Paul Morrrn 
Devoflons tor Athletes. by Leroy Polferson Medllollons tor Tea chers. by Don Mornprr7e 
Meditations tor College Students, by Letona May 

DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS, by Nelle VonderArk $4.95 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES, by Rhoda Lapp $4 .95 
CHALKDUST Prayer Meditations for Teachers, by Elspelh C Murphy $4.95 
DATING Guidelines from the Bible, by Scott Ktrby Paper. $2.95 

MY GRADUATION YEAR, by Robert Mortm An album style gtfl book for memones 
autographs, ptctures, etc S 11.95 

GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS, by Wrlltom Krulzo $3 .95 

YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE, by Don Mollough Paper, $3.95 

HI! I'M ANN, by Ann Ktemel Paper, S 1. 75 

SENSE AND NONSENSE, by Rolf Aoseng Clear. stmple. humorous Paper. $2.50 

YOU'VE REALLY GOT ME, GOD! by Alan Porter One young persan·s growth tnfo 
adulthood Po per, S 1.45 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! by Dontel Seagren Cord booklet wrlh envelope A 
challenge not only to celebrate groduolton bul also to reflect on what lhrs mtleslone 
means $1.25 

WISE WORDS TO THE GRADUATE, by Rober! Marlin Cord-booklet Wllh envelope 
Common -sense odvrce 10 eosy-lo-toke form $.95, or $9.50 dozen 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P . 0. BOX 610 AUSTI N, TEXAS 78767 
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PALMER E. WHEELER in our brotherhood. Palmer sang as 
member of the original Stamps Quartet. 

Palmer Wheeler passed away in Dal
las, Texas, where he and his w ife have 
lived for the past thirty years. He is 
survived by his wife, Lena, and only 
son, Tommy E. Wheeler. 

UNIVERSITY CHURCH TO HOST 
HIGH SCHOOL DAY 

The Biblical Studies Center, under the 
direction of the elders of the Universi ty 
Avenue church in Austin, are announc
ing their annual High School Day for 
April 23 and 24. All students are cor-

a dially invited to come and enjoy th e 
weekend with the University church 
members. Dr. James Thompson and Dr. 
Tony Ash of the Institute for Christian 
Studies w ill be the main speakers. Stu
dents who may atlend the University of 
Texas are especially invited to come. 
Those attending w ill be guests of the 
Bibl ical Studies Center for dinner Satur
day night. For those wishing to spend 
the night, housing w ill be provided in 
the homes of University church mem
bers. 

For information contact: Dr. Rex 
Kyker, Campus Minister, 1909 University 
Avenue, Austin, TX 78705. 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will train for 2 years with view toward preaching. 

Palmer Wheeler passed from this life 
January 8, 1983 at the age of 71. Our 
beloved brother was known throughout 
the South and th e Western United 
States as a singer and music teacher. 
Besides his action songs for children, he 
excelled in other areas as well. In the 
late 193 0's, he taught music at Freed
Hardeman College in Henderson, Ten
nessee. During the past f ifty years, 
Brother Wheeler sang in gospel meet
ings held by many prominent preachers 

NO TUITION • LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL • ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Benefits Non-Discrimnatory 

CONSERVATIVE-SOUND FACULTY 
B. C. CARR, DIRECTOR 

Business Phone 813-683-4043 Home Phone 813-688-5949 
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WOULD YOU RISK LOSING YOUR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 

THE 
SI~COJD 

.-\liERICt\' T 

RE\ 1TI0~ 

You Already Have. 

This is certainly the most important book I have read in a long, 
long time . . .. I cannot recommend this book too highly." 

FRANCIS A. SCHAFFER 

A sobering look at how the United States has strayed from its Judea
Christian Foundation. Grim proof that our judicial system is threat
ening the religious liberties our founding fathers intended to pre-
serve. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION 
THE SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION $10.95 

ORDER FROM: Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. Box 610,Austin, Texas 78767 
ADD 15% POSTAGE & HANDLING, TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
FOR SALE: A. B. DICK OFFSET DUPLICATOR, Model 
326. Has been under service contract all its life. Ex
cellent condition, $1,000.00 firm. Alpine Church of 
Christ, Longview, Texas, Ph. 214 758-0161. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especlally to accommodate coneregations 
advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congreaation• aeeldnc preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589·2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangc:lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .• Wed. 7:00 P.M. ·--
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635:_-.=..26:..:;8;.::;8.:,.... ==-·,....,...,--=,.-..,.-~---::=:-:. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4388. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 DubUn Road 

Pleasanton, California 94508 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4£47 Hauaala Rd •• Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746:.:..• ---=-==,..,.-=-====-~~-----

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewof)d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hi.-ing child 
care stnff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville. CA 96688, 
or cnll 707/448-3567." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISH.ED~B""'I,...,B-:L-:E="S-,....--w-r..,..,ite-f:-o-r._f:-r-ec 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
HIS IMAGE QUARTET: Professional, acapella gospel 
group is looking for church, youth, college events. 
P.O. Box 15, Paris, TN 38242 (901) 644-1177. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E.-.,.l'tl=-o-r-gan---:A.,..-v-e-.. 
u.s. 400 East Oppo111te K-l'tlart. Office 477-
5271. Dobby Wade, Min. 47'0-401)6, 
YUJ\IA, ARIZ., 01)1 W. 28th St. Sunday-

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN RETIREMENT 

Anyone desiring a lovely place for a retirement home 
would be wise to visit Kimberling City, Missouri on 
Table Rock Lake. This beautiful area is economical, has 
many exciting activities nearby and is the location of a 
small but growing church of warm and friendly people. 
George Gurganus, Church of Christ, Box 427, Kimber
ling City, Mo. 65686. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79/l-2311. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention John Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Telephone no. 
209-591·0172 between 9-12 a.m. MTWTF. 

ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con tact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

Retired college English teacher, 62 but not in his 
dotage, 41 years varied teaching experience, desires 
to work with a Texas church, large or small, preferably 
in the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider other areas. Am skilled in exposi
tion of scripture, communication, writing, and develop
ment of study aids. No hobbies. Virtually self-supported; 
adequate housing is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONl Begin big with small in
vestment. Two studio cameras, Panasonic, WV-2150 
with zoom lenses, Remote control units, Cables, ex
cellent condition, $5500.00. Lenses alone worth one-half 
this. Church of Christ, Box 725, Kennett, MO 63857. 
314-888-5974. 
GOSPEL MUSIC: Albums, cassettes & 8 tracks. Avail
able for spiritual listening. Lancaster Music, P.O. Box 
15, Paris, TN 38242. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 

BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII 
Preacher Wanted: Mature and Mission Minded. Housing 
and some support available. Interested parties write: 
Church of Chmt, 46 Lono St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDERl Who 
trains deacons to servel How do elders learn to teach 
and leadl We train them by correspondence. Over 
1,000 have enrolled since 1976. Sound doctrine. Only 
cost is $8 textbook. Write: Southern Calif. School of 
Evangelism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620. 

Retirement Approaching? 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
Gospel preacher needed by a small congreRation in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada to work together with 
Brian and Betty (Donop) Garnett. This is a new work 
(six years old) with great potential. Partial support 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
FOR SALE: Books and tapes. Send SASE for list. Dennis 
Smith, RR #2, Box 35, Coal City, Ind. 47427. 

TIMEX SINCLAIR 1000 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE for churches and leaders. Send 
for free catalog: 2716 Colo. Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Experienced in pulpit, personal 
work, teaching, counseling and singles ministry. Age 
46, married, one child at home. References and 
resume sent on request. Don Harriman, Rt. 8, Box 231, 
Florence, AL 35630. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertlaiDg, ODd will no1 
knowingly take questionable ndvert1111Dg. 
But It Is the render's re11ponslblllty to ID• 
vestlgnte. Like any other paper, we llome
tlmes unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old sa}"'Dg goe11, before you Invest. 
Investigate I 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817-947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

THIRD ANNUAL TEXOMA ELDERS~ SEMINAR 
"ELDERS: ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN" 

Aprill6, 1983 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. 

Speakers: Roger Hawley, Greenlawn Church of Christ, Lubboc~, Texas 
Darvin Keck, Quail Springs Church of Christ, Oklahoma C1ty, OK 
John Willis, 11th & Willis Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas 
Bill Yaskow, Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 

For the Ladies: 
Dot Yaskow, Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
Ollie Lightfoot, 11th & Willis Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas 

Topics covered: The Elders as a: Counselor, Communicator, Student, 
and Evangelist. 

Maxwell A venue Church of Christ 
421 Maxwell Avenue 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

For more information call: 
( 405) 223-9636 

"A Genuine educational opportunity for all elders in the Church" 
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PEPPERDINE 
to#~.;.' BIBLE APRIL 19-22 

LECTURESHIP 
MAIN LECTURES 
Gary Beauchamp "That We Might Live" (Titus 2:11-14) 

Tuesday. April 19. 7:00 p.m. 
Tony Ash "Sound Doctrine: Securing the Future" (Titus I :5-9) 

Wednesday. April 20. II :00 a.m. 
Rubel Shelly "The Enemies of the Faith" (Titus 1:10-16) 

Wednesday. April 20. 7:00p.m. 
Lynn Anderson "Will Our Children Have Faith?" (Titus 2: 1-10) 

Thursday. April 21. 11:00 a.m. 

OTHER LECTURESHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Joe Barnett "When God Appeared" (Titus 3:1-7) 
Thursday. April 21. 7:00 p.m. 

Clyde Muse "Insist on These Things" (Titus 3:8-11) 
Friday. April 22. 11:00 a.m. 

Landon Saunders "How to Make Your Life Work ... Finally" 
Friday. April 22. 7:00p.m. (Titus 3:12-14) 

Michael F. Adams. Mike Armour. Leonard Blake. Sheila Bast. Glenn Boyd. Marshall Brookey. Howard Bybee. 
Shaun Casey. Ken Chaffin. Robert Fraley. Gene Gilliland. Joe Glenn. Bill Grasham. John Green. Pat Hardy. Oliver Howard. 
Don Humphrey. Sara Jackson. Milton Jones. AI Lachner. Samuel Lanford. Steven Lemley. Taylor McKenzie. 
Jeannie Mayeux. Randy Mayeux. Paul Methvin. Kieth Mitchell. Lesley Mize. Betty Moore. Cindy Novak. Mike O'Neal. 
Frank Pack. Harvey Porter. Jerry Riley. Israel Redriguez. Elsie Roney. Jerry Rushford. Lori Rushford. J.P. Sanders. 
Mike Sanders. Robert Scott. Silas Shotwell. Kanet Thomas. Ray Walker. Don White. Howard A. White. Lewis Wills 
and Helen Young. 

FEATURED CLASSES 
Carroll Osburn "Expository Study of the Epistle to Titus" 

Wednesday. Thursday and Friday. April 20-22. 8:30a.m. 

ANNUAL MEN'S FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
Jim Bill Mclnteer, Thursday. April 21. 4:30 p.m. 

SPECIAL MEAL PROGRAMS 

Deanna Beauchamp "Expository Study of the Epistle to Titus" 
Wednesday. Thursday and Friday. April 20-22. 8:30a.m. 

ANNU·AL WOMEN'S RETREAT 
Emily Lemley, Thursday. April21. 3:30-6:00 p.m. 

World Outreach Foundation Breakfast, World Christian Broadcasting Corporation Breakfast. Partners for Christian Education 
Breakfast, Lubbock Christian College Luncheon. African Christian Hospital Luncheon. Twentieth Century Christian 
Luncheon, Colorado Christian Services Luncheon. Columbia Christian College Luncheon. Christian Ranch of the Rockies 
Luncheon. Associated Women of Pepperdine Dinner. Chancellor's Council Dinner. E. W. McMillan Appreciation Dinner. and 
Herald of Truth Dinner. 

OTHER FEATURES 
Display area. van service. A WP cafe. moderately pricea meals in the cafeteria. and free housing. Reservations should be made 
immediately. Please call the Department of Church Services at (213) 456-4270 or 456-4567 for more information. Information 
regarding hotels and motels in the area are also available upon request. 

Pepperdine University, Malibu 
Howard A. White, President • Jerry Rushford. Lectureship Director • Kanet Thomas, Lectureship Coordinator 
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WHERE THE CHURCHES ARE is clearly depicted on this map. 
Texas, with 2,231 congregations heads the list with Tennessee's 
1,456 congregations bringing up second place. All other states 
fall far behind. 

These figures are accurately compiled by Mac Lynn, and 
represent the best information available today. The New 
Issue of Where the Saints Meet lists all of them, and is typical 
of the unique service to the brotherhood rendered by the 
Firm Foundation. 

Austin, Texas, April 5, 1983 
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Keeping Up With the Churches 

For many years the Firm Foundation has published a 
directory of churches of Christ under the title of WHERE 
THE SAINTS MEET. The directory has been far from per
fect simply because it is impossible for us to gather in
formation on all the churches. It will always be that way. 

However, following the census work done by Mac 
Lynn of Memphis, we have published perhaps the most 
accurate of all the volumes of WHERE THE SAINTS MEET. 
It is just off the press. It isn't perfect either, because we 
have found a number of omissions and duplications al
ready. Some duplication results from congregations hav
ing both a street address and a Post Office Box, or their 
being listed in both a city and a separate incorporated 
section of that city. 

The new directory contains much information never 
before attempted in our older volumes, such as the 
number of members in the congregation, both the loca
tion and the mailing address, and the makeup of the 
congregation. It lists churches that do not use Bible 
classes, those who are of the non-cooperation per
suasion, and ethnic groups. Many will object, we are 
sure, to ethnic listings, but most designations have been 
made at the request of the ethnic groups themselves. 
It is information that should be made available. This is 
an attempt to list all the congregations who do not use 
instrumental music in their worship. 

This work is not a revision of earlier directories, but is 
an effort to build from scratch a directory of churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, to provide a 
representative list of congregations around the world. A 
few new congregations have been established since these 
figures were gathered, and for that reason do not appear. 

Scores of persons across the nation cooperated and as
sisted in gathering the information in local areas, and our 
thanks are extended to them. We covet the help of all 
persons in making this directory accurate. Mistakes, 
duplications, deletions that should be made, and addi
tions to the directory, are earnestly solicited. We would 
urge that you take any area with which you are familiar 
and check the directory against your personal knowl
edge. Send us immediately any corrections and changes 
that you know to be needed. (No guesses please). 

This directory does NOT reflect the size of the church 
for statistical purposes, but rather represents the ACTIVE 
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members in the congregations listed. In every congrega
tion there will be a number of non-members in attend
ance, and the community will contain about as many 
non-attenders as are in attendance on any given Sunday 
morning. 

It is important to a host of people that the directory 
of churches be as complete and as accurate as we can 
possibly make it. We try to update our directory every 
year and the next issue will contain information and 
corrections sent in response to this one. Please send all 
information to the Firm Foundation, Box 610, Austin, 
Texas 78767. 

The new directory is about 50% larger than former 
issues· because of the added information. Prin~t·n~-_·_ es 
have skyrocketed. The new directory is priced $1~d 
is a bargain at that price. It lists 12,908 congre ·ons in 
the U.S. with a total active membership of 1,244,094. 
Where the congregations are located is presented on the 
front page of this issue. 

All institutions, all travelers, and the church office of 
every local congregation should have this new directory. 
It will be ·a valuable publication for any Christian. It is in 
print and ready for immediate shipment. Orders should 
be sent to the Firm Foundation. 

This directory is but another of the efforts of the Firm 
Foundation to provide information and help in areas 
where it cannot be obtained anywhere else in our 
brotherhood. Many bits of information, such as the list
ing of churches that are baptizing 100 or more each year 
are contained in the Firm Foundation. We would deeply 
appreciate the support of brethren everywhere in in
creasing the circulation of the Firm Foundation. When 
you call on us we always help. We would appreciate your 
consideration and help in increasing the number of 
people in your congregation who read the Firm Founda
tion. regularly. 

THE FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC 

Time is· getting short for enrolling music students in 
the Foundation School of Church Music. The date of the 
school is june 6-17. Two weeks of intensive training in 
church music under six of the brotherhood's outstanding 
music teachers-Another service you can't find else
where. For information write Foundation School of 
Music, Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767. 
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Recently, there has been much talk 
and concern about cults. Everyone is 
warning about the Moonies and the jim 
Joneses of today and rightly so. Because 
of all this concern about cults and recog
nizing my inability to know one if I saw 
one, I started to study what some ex
perts in the field describe as identifying 
marks of the cults. 

As I read and studied about cults 1 
became convinced that all of us in the 
church should re-examine some of our 
concepts and teachings. 

In his book Know the Marks of Cults 
Dave Breese points out twelve basi~ 
errors of false religion. In Chapter three 
Breese says "the cults without exception 
obscure the truth and offer salvation on 
some other basis than that of a free gift 
that comes to us by the grace of Jesus 
Christ." If you've been a member of the 
church for longer than the last few 
years,, can you remember hearing much 
teachmg on grace. Think about it. Scrip
ture t~aches that all forms of supposed 
salvataon, based on human efforts are 
cursed by God. The Christian is s~ved 
not because of his own works but be~ 
cause of the saving work of Je;us Christ 
when he died, the just for the unjust 
that he might bring us God (I Pete; 
3:18). 

One popular alternative doctrine of 
sa!vatio~ i~ that of salvation by member
shap. Walham J. Peterson wrote in his 
book Those Curious New Cults that 
':Armstrong's Worldwide Church of God 
lake some other sects claims to have a 
corner on the truth and that all other de
nominations are spurious." Armstrong 
says that a "counterfeit gospel" was 
preached from 69 A.D. until the true 
church made its appearance in 1934 
when he began preaching. Breese, in his 
book Know the Marks of Cults wrote 
that "Armstrong's Worldwide Church of 
God clearly· announces that the only 
saved reople are those who are mem
bers o thas increasingly shaky religious 
establishment." Breese also wrote 
"pseudo-Christianity in many forms has 
frequently announced that there is no 
salvation outside the church meaning of 
course their religious syndicate. Failure 
to keep this membership intact incurs 
the damnation of the soul." Sound fa
miliar? Have we been brainwashed into 
believing it? 

Our restoration fathers taught that we 
were trying to be Christians only, but 
not the only Christians. Our early fathers 
in the restoration movement had no 
problems with this concept. They were 
all coming from different religious sects 
and uniting themselves in Christ only. 
What has happened? There was no 
problem with this concept with the first 
generation restorers. The problem sur
faced in the second, third, and suc
ceeding generations when we began 
using slogans we really didn't under
stand. An idea tf1at began as truth was 
now misunderstood, and now the 
church was saying, "we're the only 
Christians." 

What holds the fellowship together 
where you are? If it's Christ-centered 
and held together from love and con-

What is 

Undenominational 
Christianity? 

or are we brainwashed? 
EDDIE CREIGHTON 

cern for each other (John 13:34), then 
it's biblical, and the world will be 
drawn to that fellowship of believers. If 
the fellowship is based on fear of eternal 
damnation for not keeping one's mem
bership intact, it's not biblical. God is 
love, and that's what binds Christians 
together, not sectarian membership. 
Many will fight for the Church of Christ 
to defend its doctrine and creeds but 
never fight for jesus Christ. 

Another mark of the cults according to 
Breese is "their insistence that one can 
never be sure of eternal life while in this 
world. The issue of salvation is never 
settled. The follower lives in constant 
fear that he has not done enough, given 
enough, prayed enough, or worsniped 
enough to be sure of salvation." Sound 
familiar? Many of my brothers and sisters 
in Christ say they just can't get a handle 
on this security concept and freely admit 
they have none. That's so sad. They have 
been taught all their lives that one really 
can't know. The Christian is sealed with 
that "Holy Spirit of promise" (Eph. 1 :13). 
He is the possessor of hope both sure 
and steadfast (Heb. 6:19). Jesus said, "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me; and I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand. My father, which gave them 
me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand" (John 10:27-29). It's interesting to 
note that in the verse immediately fol
lowing this promise the Bible says "then 
the Jews took up stones again to stone 
him." 

Breese, in his book Know the Marks of 
Cults, wrote "the person who is anxious 
is also exploitable. To make him fearful 
is the design of these religious leaders so 
that they may use fear to create depen
dence upon the religious views that they 
are promoting. Cult gathering places are 
populated by frightened people who live 
in terror of falling into the disfavor of 
their religious establishments." But the 
Bible says, "If the son therefore shall 
make you free, you shall be free indeed." 

We need to re-examine our religious 
thinking. Is our salvation based on fear? 
Is it based on being in the right sect? Our 
salvation is and has always been in jesus 
Christ. We can't be saved except by 
Christ. It's time we stop being afraid to 
speak the truth. Where are the teachers 
that have the faith and boldness to speak 
out on these issues? Jesus refers to his 
people as sheep, and sheep don't attack. 
If you're being attacked by brethren, 
then it's not sheep attacking you. I am 
afraid that some are so hopelessly brain-

washed that they will never be able to 
change their thinking. Others love the 
praises of men more than the praises of 
God and fear being put out of the syna
gogue. 

Another mark of cultism according to 
Breese is the practice of SEGMENTED 
BIBLICAL ATTENTION which can occur 
when a religious group emphasizes cer
tain teachings in the Bible above others. 
For years we have been debating and 
dividing over the issues. We have been 
intolerant of those who won't side with 
our position and have taught that those 
who don't see it our way are in error 
Variation and diversity are not marks of 
error but according to Breese "herein 
lies a potentially serious problem. The 
temptation of groups of serious convic
tion is to move ever further from the 
central pale of reason that C. S. Lewis 
calls 'mere Christianity.' Because of their 
emphasis, they begin declaring that 'love 
is everything'. They take some important 
but not critical emphasis of scripture and 
move it to the exalted position of im
perative doctrine. They move their test 
of fellowship away from the person 
of Jesus Christ to some lesser point." 
Think! Do we dare deny not doing this? 
Remember, Jesus Christ is the only test 
of fellowship. If we love jesus, we'll be
lieve all his word. We'll love his word. 
We'll obey his word, but we won't let 
others' honest differences of opinion in 
their understanding keep them from be
ing in the church of God. "All scripture 
is given by inspiration and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting, training 
in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work." 

I like to be a positive thinker and 
teacher, but there comes a time when we 
must all be realistic. Are our minds so 
closed that we can't see the truth? Jesus 
said, "For judgment I have come into this 
world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will turn out to be blind." 
Are we blind? Have we been brain
washed? Can we be deprogrammed? 
Could you worship with Christians if they 
weren't a part of the Church of Christ 
with a capital C? Can your mind think in 
these terms? Does this article make you 
uncomfortable? 

I've· written out of love and honest 
concern for myself, my family, and my 
brothers and sisters in Christ that are 
sectarian. I encourage you to put your 
faith in Jesus Christ alone and let him set 
you free fom cultic sectarianism. Please 
think and pray about this. Most of my 
friends. could not fellowship or worship 
with Christians in their communities that 
are not in their particular branch of the 
Church of Christ regardless of how bad 
and unbiblical the circumstances might 
be in their particular sect. 

Sure it takes courage, but jesus didn't 
say it would be easy. jesus also said many 
that followed him would upset their 
families. I know many including myself, 
that left former religious associations. It 
wasn't easy, but we felt it necessary, and 
we acted. Many of you have encouraged 
friends to leave religious error, and you 
can't understand why they won't. What 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Campbell's Sermon on the Law RAYMOND C. KELCY 

Alexander Campbell's sermon on the 
Law was delivered at a meeting of the 
Regular Baptist Association in Cross 
Creek, Virginia in the year of 1816. It 
caused considerable controversy at the 
time and Campbell himself later said that 
"It is highly probable to my mind, that 
but for the persecution begun on the 
alleged heresy of this sermon, whether 
the present reformation had ever been 
advocated by me." Thirty years after the 
sermon was delivered Campbell, upon 
the insistence of many, published the 
substance of ·the sermon in the Millen
nia/ Harbinger (1846, pp. 494-521 ). 

Meaning of 11the Law'' 
"For what the law could not do, in that 

it was weak through the flesh, God, send
ing his own son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh" (Rom. 8:3). Campbell says his first 
aim is to determine what the expression 
"the law" means in this and similar pas
sages. He calls attention to the following: 
the term "law" was used by the Jews to 
denote the entire revelation made to the 
Patriarchs and Prophets; the Jews re
ferred to the Psalms as "law" (John 12:-
34); Jesus referred to the Psalms as "law" 
(John 10:34); after the completion of the 
Old Testament scriptures, the Jews styled 
them "the law, the prophets, and the 
psalms." Campbell shows that in the New 
Testament the phrase "the law" when 
used without any distinguishing epithet 
denoted the entire legal or Mosaic dis
pensation. For instance, "ye are not un
der the law but under grace" refers to 
the whole law of Moses. Campbell la
ments the classifications of "moral law," 
"ceremonial law," and "judicial law." 
This division, he says, was unknown in 
the apostolic age and serves no purpose 
in understanding the teaching of the 
apostles regarding the law. 

Campbell calls attention to the mean
ing of "moral" law, saying that "moral" 
relates to the practices of men toward 
each other. He then shows that the 
Decalogue, which was included in the 
moral law in his day, contained in the 
first table man's duty to God and that, 
therefore, only six of the ten command
ments were moral. Campbell also objects 
to the expression "moral" being applied 
to the Decalogue on the ground that all 
immoralities are not prohibited by it. He 
further objects on the basis that Paul 
speaks of the doing away with the 
"ministration of condemnation and of 
death" (2 Cor. 3:7, 14), with evident 
reference to the commandments written 
and engraved on stone. Campbell says: 
"To use the same language of the moral 
law as Paul used in respect to the minis
tration of condemnation and death, is 
shocking to many devout ears." Camp
bell believes that the giving of a wrong 
designation is the cause of much mis
understanding. 

Commandments not Called the 
Law of Moses 

Campbell brings up an interesting mat
ter when he says there are two com-
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mandments or laws which are never in 
the Bible called the law of Moses. These 
are, he says, "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, 
and strength; and thy neighbor as thy
self." When Jesus says, "On these two 
cpmmandments hang all the law and the 
prophets," he teaches that they are the 
basis of the law of Moses and of the 
Prophets. "Indeed," says Campbell, "The 
Sinai law, and all Jewish law, is but a 
modification of them." 

Concerning the two commandments 
upon which the law and the prophets 
hang, Campbell says: "These are of im
mutable and universal obligation. Angels 
and men, good and bad, are for ever un
der them . . . They are engraven with 
more or less clearness on every human 
heart. These are the ground work or basis 
of the law, written in the heart of heath
ens, which constitute their conscience, or 
knowledge of right and wrong. By these 
they shall be judged, or at least all who 
have never seen or heard a written law, 
or revelation." 

What the Law could not Accomplish 
No man can be justified by the law, 

says Campbell. Righteousness and' eternal 
life cannot be received through it. Camp
bell cites Paul: "For if there had been a 
law given, which could have given life, 
verily, righteousness should have been by 
t~e law" (Gal. 3:21). Camrbell says that 
nghteousness and eterna life "are in
separably connected," and "where the 
former is not, the latter cannot be en
jC?yed.". In this ~onnection Campbell 
g1ves h1s explanation of the teaching of 
Paul in Romans seven. He says, "From 
the seventh verse of this chapter, the 
Apostle narrates his experience as a Jew, 
under the law, and then his experience 
as a Christian, under the gospel, freed 
from the law. The scope of the tenth 
verse, and its context, is to show what the 
apostle once thought of the law, and how 
his mistakes were corrected." 

Continuing his discussion of what the 
law could not do, Campbell shows that 
it was unable to show forth the malignity 
of sin. It could call attention to things 
that were sinful but the extent of their 
·malignity and the vastness of their de
merit were to be shown in later times 
and in other ways. Furthermore, the law 
could not be a suitable rule of life for 
man in his imperfect state. It was ad
dressed only to a people who had been 
brought out of bondage, and was not 
the most suitable rule of life even to 
them. The best of men under the law 
had ·their outstanding flaws. What was 
needed was a model of living perfection. 
Why the Law was unable to Accomplish 

Paul, in the beginning text of this les
son, says that it was due to human weak
ness that the law failed in its accomplish
ments. Campbell says the law was not in 
itself weak or sinful, that some parts were 
holy and good, that other parts were 
"elementary, shadowy, representations of 
good things to come." 11But," he says, 
"That part of it written and engraven on 
tables of stone, which was holy, just and 

good, failed in that it was too high, sub
lime, and spiritual, to regulate so weak 
a mortal as fallen man." However, "the 
carnal, weak, and beggarly elements of 
another part, rendered it too low; and 
both together became weak through the 
flesh." 

God's Remedy 
God remedied all the defects of the 

law by sending his Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh. This was done so that the 
righteousness required by the law might 
be fulfilled in those who "walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit." The law 
could not give righteousness and life, but 
the Son makes reconciliation for iniquity 
and completes redemption for sinners. 
He magnifies the law and gives honor to 
it by his obedience unto death. All be
lievers, all the spiritual seed of Abraham, 
find righteousness in him, not through 
legal works but through the abundance 
of grace. 

Too, in the person of Christ there is 
the discovery of sin's true nature and 
demerits. When we see Jesus going 
through all the agonies of his trial and 
death, we see a monument to the hei
nousness of sin which no law could de
pict. 

In the life of Christ is seen an example 
of human perfection-that which was 
never seen under the Law. "He gave a 
living form to every moral and religious 
precept which they never before pos
sessed." He thus became the author and 
the finisher of the only perfect form of 
religion. At the Transfiguration the lesson 
was· indelibly taught that both Moses and 
Elijah resigned tneir prophetic honors at 
his feet. The law was given by Moses but 
grace and truth came by Him. Therefore, 
11there is now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ." Paul declares that sin 
shall not have dominion over his readers 
for, he assures them, "ye are not under 
the law, but under grace." In Romans 6 
and 7 Paul plainly assures his readers that 
they were not under the law, that they 
were freed from it, delivered from it. 
"The law is not a rule of life to Chris
tians any further than it is enjoined by 
Christ" is his New Covenant. The Gen
tiles were never under the law. 

Are the Sins of Gentiles Excused? 
Paul, in addressing Gentiles, plainly 

says they were without hope, aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel. Also, 
"When the Gentiles, which have not the 
law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, these having not the law, are 
a law unto themselves. But Paul does not 
excuse their sins or lead them to suppose 
that they are thereby less obnoxious to 
the coming wrath. Even natural con
science accuses them of sin." It is often 
made plain that "the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodli~ 
ness." 

Campbell goes ahead to say: "The 
Apostle sent from heaven to preach to 
the Gentiles, in accusing them of sins of 
the deepest die ... never accuses them 
of any sin which the light of nature itself 
would not point out, or natural con
science testify to be wrong." Therefore, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Computerized Churches 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

last November I attended a Christian ministry conference. 
The program was enriching and the speakers filled my cup 
to the brim. 

But 1 was uneasy the whole time. I was one of four pulpit 
ministers in the middle of a hundred or more specialists (Edu
cation, Youth, Involvement ministers). 

My feelings of alienation lifted a bit with an invitatio~ to a 
late night gab session. The pow wow was to be held m the 
motel room of one of the involvement ministers. My ad
mission ticket was our minister of education. 

The session was already in progress when we arrived, and 
we walked in unannounced and unnoticed. Before I found a 
place to sit on the air conditioner, I glanced arou~d ~he roo~. 
All the eight or nine souls gathered were spec1ahzed mm
isters. I was sure none was a pulpit minister because not a 
one had his hair styled like Gary Beauchamp. 

The air was already filled with topics which people who 
attend Christian ministry conferences like to talk about. One 
brother was just winding up a discussion of "How to facili
tate optimum cognition learning." 

The speaker was sitting on a suitcase rack, gesturing with 
one hand and holding a diet cola in the other. "We must 
implement ongoing programs to maximize cognitive learning, 
brethren." 

Everyone was nodding their approval. I nodded, too, trying 
to be inconspicuous. 

I had intended to visit with them but at this point I 
remembered a proverb which goes something like, ''even a 
fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise." Maybe the 
conversation would turn to budgets, attendance, souls won
t could get my teeth into that. 

My hopes were encouraged when the brother sitting ~eside 
me on the air conditioner spoke up. "Tom, what kmd of 
hardware are you using at Big Time now?" 

1 relaxed. Now, I'm as familijlr with hardware as the next 
guy. I know all the clerks down at Handyman's on a first name 
basis. 

But Tom's answer seemed to change the subject. "We're 
using a TS-49-08 now. You can get ~etter sof~ar~ fo~, it. 
New programs are available we can eas1ly use at B1g T1me. 

Software? Programs? I felt a little queasy. I thought pro
grams were what you bought at a baseball game. This new 
turn in the conversation helped squelch my preacherly urge to 
talk. 

My fog lifted a bit when another. said, "Computers. have 
really helped us with our record keepmg at Mammoth V1llage. 
1 don't know how we would have kept up with our 2000 
members without our TU-396. It's a honey." 

Computers! They're talking about computers. . 
Then I realized I had walked in on a game of technological 

one-upmanship. Preachers used to sit around and talk about 
budgets, baptisms, and membership. These brethren were 
flaunting their hardware. . 

From that point on I drifted in and out of the1r conversa
tion. The thought of computerized churches had sparked my 
imagination. 

At one point I was imagining the impact computers would 
have on Moses' ministry. Then I remembered one small prob
lem-no electricity. (But it would have been easier to number 
Israel.) 

Their talk droned on in the back of my mind as I dreamed 
of the computerized church of the twenty-first century. 

1 could see it all. Soon we'd have computerized brethren. 
With computers and micro-circuits becoming .ch.eaper we 
could put small radio transmitters on every Chnst1an. These 
personal transmitters coupled with the right software would 
show everybody's whereabouts all the time. Each ~hrist~an 
would become a blip on the video screen. (Somethmg hke 
air traffic controllers use at airports.) I'm sure it could be 
worked out. 

just think. I could know the moment anyone entered the 
hospital. This alone would justify the cost. I'd .have no .more 
problem with visiting, no need to call and fmd out 1f the 
visitee was at home-just check through the computer. The 
possibilities are endless. . . . . 

The talk turned to theories of learnmg as my 1magmat1on 
continued along its tangent. I ducked back into my fantasy. 
"Now all we'll need is a minister of location ... " 

1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, Ark. 72712 

CAMPBELL'S SERMON ON THE LAW 
(Continued from page 4) 

11in the long black catalogue of sins pre
ferred against the Gentiles, is never to 
be found the crime of Sabbath-breaking, 
or of transgressing any of the peculiari
ties of judaism." 

Campbell proce~ds to a.n interesting 
question: "What 1s the d1fference be
tween an ancient Greek and a modern 
American or European who disbelieves 
the gospel? Under what law is the latter 
under which the former was not? Wf!.S 
the former a sinner and chargeable m 
the sight of God, as well as t~e latter? 
Yes. Would not natural consc1~nce. ac
cording to its means of knowmg ng.ht 
and wrong, or the work of the law ~nt
ten in the heart, condemn the un~ell~v
ing Roman as well as the unbehevmg 
American? Most assuredly." 

How to Convict 
Campbell asks: "Are unbelievers under 

no law or obligation by which conviction 
may be communicated to their minds." 
In reply, he says: "We have. already 
shown that there is a Jaw wntten on 
every human heart, which is the founda
tion of both Jaw and prophets, under 
which both angels and men exist; whos.e 
obligation is universal and eternal. It as 
inscribed more or less distinctly on every 
heathen's heart. It is sometimes called 
the law of nature, but more correctly 
called by the apostle, conscience . . . 
This renders the savage inexcusable." 
Campbell says: "We are to consider the 
circumstances of any people before we 
address them. Do we address Je':"s? let 
us address them as the apostles d1d. Per
suade them out of their own law that 
jesus is the Messiah. Do we ~d~ress pro
fessed Christians? let us 1m1tate the 
apostolic addresses in the epistles. Do 
we preach to Barbarians? let us address 

them as Paul preached to the Lycaonians. 
Speak to their consciences. De we speak 
to polished infidels or idolators? let us 
speak to them as Pa~l spoke: to t~e 
Athenians. Speak to the1r consciences. 

In the latter part of the sermon Camp
bell calls attention to the fallacy of argu
ments drawn from the law to urge the 
baptism of infants, to urge paying tithes 
to teachers, to encourage observance of 
holy days and fasts. He shows the fallacy 
of attempting to establish any form of 
religion by civil law. He shows the su
premacy of Christ over Moses. He closes 
with these words: "May he that hath the 
key of David, who openeth and no man 
shutteth, and shutteth and no~e can 
open open your hearts to receave the 
truth 'in the love of it, and incline you to 
walk in the light of it, and then ye shall 
know that the ways thereof are pleasant
ness, and all the paths thereof are peace! 
Amen." 
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Rapturing the Rapture 
GAYLORD COOK 

No doctrine is more widely proclaimed, no idea is more 
promiscuously pushed and no theory is more loudly thun
dered in our day than that of "The Rapture." Tune in most 
any of the well-known "electric church" preachers and one 
does not have to wait long to hear some version of the events 
of the Rapture. 

One who listens to this rhetoric for a while and then seeks 
to further educate himself by studying the matter for himself 
is likely to be startled when taking a look into the con
cordance to find the word not listed. Amazing! So much to 
say about something not even mentioned in the Bible? Why 
all the attention about a non-biblical subject? Simple-it is 
exciting, adventurous and even interesting to speculate about 
what shall be. The troublesome times in which we live has 
again opened the door to the head-line seeking proclaimers 
of the imminent approach of the end of all things. 

Not only is the word "rapture" not to be found in the 
English Bible, but the greater part of what is taught under that 
name is not to be found either. A very sad aspect of all the 
furor over the Rapture is that it has to a large extent up
staged the very real doctrine of the second coming of Christ. 

Is there any basis at all for the idea of a rapture? Yes, when 
the meaning of the word is examined and the scriptures are 
searched one does find some basis for the use of the word, 
but most of what is commonly taught about the matter comes 
not from the Bible, but is the brains of dreamers who are 
looking for a future fulfillment of the 70th week of Daniel's 
70 week prophetical vision. These expositors assume that one 
day equals one prophetical year, which it sometimes does 
(Num. 14:34; Ezek. 4:6) and th~n swallowing the 11gap theory" 
of Darby-Scofield millennialists, wind up with 7 years of un
fulfilled prophecy. In fact, the rapture theory is intimately 
connected with premillennialism. 

There are indeed few who have not seen a bumper sticker 
on the car ahead that reads, "In Case Of The Rapture This 
Vehicle Will Be Unmanned." This is about the extent of the 
knowledge of the "man on the street" about the subject. That 
bumper sticker is true-all vehicles will be unmanned when 
the "rapture" occurs. It is not true, however, in the sense it 
is intended to convey. 

In reality, not one of the five main features of popular
rapture theory is true. In the first place, the unsaved, not the 
redeemed are said to be the first taken out of this world 
(Matt. 13:24-30; 36-43). The statement in I Thess. 4:16 that 
"the dead in Christ shall rise first" has reference to the rela
tive ascension of the living who are in Christ and those who 
have died in Christ. Scofield is so bold as to "correct" Christ 
on this timing of events in his comments on the Parable of 
the Tares. 

Secondly, no bumper stickers will be n~eded to announce 
the event, as it surely will not be a secret occurrence. 

A third problem for the advocate of the popular rapture 
theory is that Scripture nowhere intimates a back and forth 
arrangement for 31/2 or 7 years (the theorists cannot agree on 
the time element) in the sky and the return to earth for a 
thousand years of rule with Christ after which they again will 
flyaway. 

Untruth number four involves the idea that the return of 
the lord will be a two-staged affair. The Scriptures speak of 
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only one second-coming, not two or more. 1-leb. 9:27, 28 not 
only is plain in the fact that all must die, but it is likewise 
deadly to the multi-coming speculations of the advocates of 
popular rapture theory. 

Problem number five is that there is no teaching that the 
righteous shall be raised a thousand years before the wicked. 
John 5:28-29 declares that all that are in the graves shall come 
forth, both the good and evil. The problem with the rapture 
theory is its conflict with scripture. 

The idea conveyed by the word ''rapture" is found in I 
Thess. 4:17. Paul here says, as rendered in the KJV, "Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them· in the clouds, . . ." "Be caught up" is from harpazo 
which could be translated "raptured." The English word 
11rapture" is from the latin raptus, meaning to snatch or 
seize. It is seen that this would be consistent with being 
"caught up" and so from the basic meaning of "rapture" 
there would be no problem with using it to translate harpazo. 
Birds of prey like the eagle and hawk have what are called 
raptorial claws because they are designed to seize or snatch 
up the hapless prey. let it be clearly understood however, that 
while the- word itself can be justified, the wild and specula
tive theories associated with the word "rapture" are totally 
without justification. 

Also to be considered is the fact that though harpazo is 
found 13 times in the New Testament, only at I Thess. 4:17 
is it used to deal directly with the snatching of saints out of 
this present world, into the life beyond. 

Five things are clear from this text in which the word is 
used in the sense of "rapture." In the first place, it is clear 
that the time of the event is the return of Christ. Verse 15 
refers to 11the coming of the lord," identifying the time. There 
is no indication of any division of happenings. It all takes 
place at once and at the same time. 

Secondly, while it is stated that the dead will be raised 
before the snatching up of the living saints, the indication is 
that it is an almost simultaneous event. 11Then" of verse 17 is 
a time reference and is from epita. The word is found 16 
times in the New Testament and is variously translated 
"then," "after that," and "afterwards." When the event does 
not i.mme~Jiately follow, a time period is specified as in Gal. 
1 :18, "Then after three years, I went up ... " and Gal. 2:1, 
"Then fourteen years after ... " Certainly there is no basis for 
a long delay between the raising and the taking up of the 
living. 

In the third place, it is clear that both the living and resur
rected dead are taken into the clouds. 

A fourth clear fact is that they will be with him forever. 
There is not the slightest hint of a return to earth following 
the "taking up." 

Fifth, the whole affair, far from being secret will be a rather 
noisy and noticeable event. Note the expressions, "with a 
shout," "with the voice of the arch angel," and "with the 
trump of God." This does not fit the popular idea of the 
rapture at all. 

In spite of the popularity of the common Rapture theology, 
when it is put to the test of Scripture it becomes plain that 
the theory is itself raptured (snatched away or seized). 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, Tx. 79081 
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Boundaries: Balanced or Bizarre? (2) 
ROY H. LANIER, JR. 

In further consideration of the Lord's teaching about elders, 
is it not inconceivable that all the men and women within the 
congregation should bear the same relationship to such re
sponsibilities? 

The Lord spoke to the concerns of this work in but few 
places within the scriptures: Acts 20, 1 Thessalonians 5; 1 
Timothy 3 and 5, Titus 1, 1 Peter 5 and Hebrews 13. These 
passages cover the major teaching of these men, whomsoever 
they may be, and whatsoever they ought to do. In reading 
these passages, it is obvious that certain things exist. 

There Are Special Qualities 
Some students have listed as high as twenty-three qualifi

cations, others stay around seventeen or eighteen. It is not the 
matter here to study these at this point; it is the matter to 
note some guiding thoughts. 

There are about four general categories these qualifications 
cover: experience, spirituality, knowledge and respect. 

God demands experience. He wants no experimentation 
with the souls of his flock. He wants no youthful idealism. 
He wants no foolish recklessness. God demands these men 
be experienced family men, be experienced in the social and 
business pressures of the world, be experienced in the give 
and take of person-to-person relationships. 

God demands spirituality. It is conceivable that some men 
could be chosen to serve as overseers, whose spirituality is 
in the infantile state. They may have great success as business 
men, they may have charm in the lovable way, they may 
exude enthusiasm, and they may have fine traits of leader
ship. Yet, if they are not spiritual, they will not do as well as 
less talented men who are devoted to the Lord. Would it not 
be better to have a man who can save a soul, than one who 
only knows how to save every penny? 

They must have knowledge. In a world torn apart with 
error and confusion, these men had best be grounded in the 
Bible. There is no substitute for their Bible knowledge. This 
cannot be gained by a few years of "one-hour-a-day" study, 
although that would help greatly nearly all men. They must 
be able to meet and convict the gainsayers, stop the mouths 
of false teachers, reprove them sharply. And, they should 
know how to do this by the Bible. Why should they go 
running to the preacher to pull them out of some tangled 
argument? 

They must be respectable. Their leadership is one of re
spect and example, not one of command and demand. 
Though they may have the authority from God to exercise 
some "rule," as we shall show in later articles, theirs is a 
leadership of love and respect. Can they "fire" their mem-

bers? Can they put them in jail? Can they sue them for dam
ages? No, certainly not! They should not even practice any 
kind of petulance or pouting toward them! Rather, because 
of their lives, the members love the111 deeply and will follow 
them. Sometimes this call to follow may be hard to do, but 
the depth of their respect will challenge the members to 
follow the overseers in their judgments, willing to wait and 
see the effects on down the road. 

There Are Special Responsibilities 

When one studies the above passage, can there be any 
doubt there is a special group of men who have some special 
work to do? 

Look at the words used to describe such work: "take 
heed ... feed ... tend ... oversee ... example •.. 
exhort ... convict ... stop the mouths ... reprove ... di-
rect ... watch ... give account." 

Is this a list that each member of the congregation should 
do? Should each member feel this kind of responsibility? Is 
it his to exercise this kind of oversight, nurture and care? 
Surely not. 

Is this the work of the deacons? Is their job to see about 
such spiritual welfare and teaching? Are they to be the 
frontline soldiers against false teachers? Is it theirs to give 
account for these souls? Again, surely not. 

Is this the work of the women? Is such leadership activity 
theirs within the congregation? Are they to have this kind 
of authority? Again, surely not. 

Is this the work of preachers? Preachers do come much 
closer to corresponding work, but is it theirs to "exercise 
the oversight, not of constraint, but willingly ... "? Most cer
tainly it is not. Regardless of the claims of some of my 
brethren today, there is not one ounce of teaching for such 
within the New Testament. Preachers who claim parallel re
sponsibility do little more than promote anarchy and di
vision. 

Is this the work of those qualified men asked to do so? 
Here is a key to remember: the respect and example needed 
for such work cannot come from the demanding egotist who 
runs over everyone in his greed to gain a seat of power. Such 
a man looks upon this work as a position of importance. The 
qualified man looks upon this work in trepidation, uneasy 
that he is ready, that he is qualified, that others will love him 
enough to follow. . 

God put boundaries upon such men and such ~?rk. It as 
a work of great responsibility for men of great quahtaes. 

Box 27312, Denver, CO 80227 
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What Ever Became of Sin? DEAN BRYCE 

Do you remember seeing this on the 
front of the New York Times in '63? 

"Where, the Senate of the United 
States, devoutly recognizing the 
Supreme authority and just Govern-

.ment of Almighty God in the affairs of 
men and nations, has, by a resolution, 
requested the President to designate 
and set apart a day of National prayer 
and humiliation; and 
Whereas, It is the duty of nations, as 
well as of men, to owe their depen
dence upon the overruling power of 
God, to confess their sins anc' trans
gressions, in humble sorrow, yet with 
assured hope that genuine repentance 
will lead to mercy and pardon, and to 
recognize the sublime truths an
nounced in the Holy Scriptures and 
proven by all history, that those whose 
nations only are blessed whose God 
is the Lord: ... " 

So, the President signed the proclama
tion, acknowledging the sins of our na
tion and asking for a special day to be
seech God's forgiveness. And President 
Abraham Lincoln led us in prayer to God 
on April13, 1863. 

Theology Today reported in October 
of 1972 that no President has mentioned 
sin as a national failing since 1953 when 
this proclamation of Lincoln's day was re
ferred to by President Eisenhower. 

What has happened to that friend and 
foe we used to oppose as SIN? The word 
is not spoken that much in public any 

They Needed Me 
The hour wasn't quite late enough for 

me to beat a refined retreat, though I 
longed with all my heart to be gone. I 
was lunching with a group of preacher 
friends, and they were extolling the 
glories of their congregations . . . men
tioning growth patterns, bus programs, 
home-study groups and all sorts of good
ies. I was fresh from an interview with a 
young mother who was convinced she 
was just too busy ~o teach !1 cl~ss of tt:en
age girls. I was still smartmg JUSt a httle 
from my unwillingness to risk her friend
ship by suggesting she re-arrange some 
of her priorities and put the Lord ahead 
of something even if it was only the vice 
presidency of the PTA. I longed to go 
back to my study and nurse my wounds. 

It was one of those days--we all have 
them, I suppose--when I was wondering 
if I had indeed chosen the wrong pro
fession. The congregation I served 
seemed both ignorant and apathetic. The 
joy Bus was rusting away in my back 
yard . . . a constant reminder of a po
tentially worthwhile project defeated by 
indifference. Attendance was desultory 
and the recession was taking some hefty 
bites out of the contribution. I hadn't a 
single thing to brag about, except pos
sibly to submit that I was the most dis
couraged preacher in the group. 

The remark of a young fellow who 
preached for a real tub-banger of a con-
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more, and when it is people tend to just 
smile as if they have said a little cute 
word. 

The people are rare who speak as 
Joseph did when he was tempted by 
Potiphar's wife, 11How can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God?" If that 
scene were reported today, it would be 
called "backward," "Puritanical," and 
"an over-reaction." Few would label it 
"sin" as did joseph! 

A person sins when he "misses the 
mark," which is the exact meaning of the 
Greek word we translate "sin." Perhaps 
it would be better if we would translate 
it back to "miss the mark." Every time 
that we read "sin," we could insert "miss 
the mark." To transgress the law of our 
God is sinful. Also, if we fail to do what 
is right through neglect, that, too, is sin. 
We quickly see that sin is all around us! 
But we don't talk about it, do we? 

How do people measure sins? Varying 
measuring rods are employed to help us 
designate some as large and others as 
small. True, the impact of some is greater 
than others, but they are still damning to 
us and others even if we call them small. 
I would have been tempted to label tak
ing fruit from a tree in Eden, Uzzah's 
touching the ark, Achan's confiscation of 
clothes and money, and Ananias and 
Sapphira's. exaggeration on the more 
moderate and minor side of sin. God 
did not! He condemned the world, killed 
a man and woman, demanded confes-

HAL MOORE 

gregation slipped through my wall of 
self-pity. "I know things are really going 
well at Somewhere Street," he said in a 
voice overlaid with happiness, "but I 
don't claim the credit personally. I think 
I just happen to be the right man in the 
right place at the right time." 

I had heard this young fellow preach 
once and I agreed with him heartily, but 
did not voice my opinion. Instead I 
found my mind toying with the phrase 
"right man in right place at .right time." 
If ever there was a description that did 
not fit my present situation that was sure
ly it. It could most probably be said with 
both charity and clarity that I was the 
wrong man in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. I had known the joy of high
ly motivated congregations in the past 
... here I was, having bitten off quite a 
bit more than I could chew, in what 
seemed to me to be a modern Laodicea. 

But the idea chewed at my thinking ... 
even Laodicea needed some kind of 
a preacher. He would inevitably be in 
the wrong place ... and it would surely 
seem like the wrong time ... and doubt
less he would feel deep within him that 
some other preacher ought to be there. 
But it remains Laodicea needed preach
ing. Needed it more than Philadelphia. 

There is something that is tremendous
ly thrilling about preaching. When I 

(Continued on page 11) 

sion, and pointed his finger at the guilty 
through recording them in Scripture. We 
must not assume that God looks on our 
"missing the mark" the same as we do. 
But we don't talk about disobedience to 
parents, gossip, unkindness, greed, and 
hatred as consistently being sins. 

Instead of sins we call them "weak
ness," "faults," "personality flaws," "ill
nesses," "littte things," "white lies," and 
"half-truths.". This is evasive terminology 
-an attempt to keep from saying those 
most difficult words "I am a sinner." 

Is it not true that various philosophies, 
world opinions, cultures, and movements 
are ignoring the existence of sin? The 
Skinnerian thesis is that people should 
not consider themselves or anyone else 
answerable for any evil or for any good. 
That is neat, concise, appealing, BUT 
FALSE. 

We agree with the philosophy of j. W. 
McGarvey, "I wonder if any of us has 
ever realized what it is to commit sin. I 
believe that I would esteem above every 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Bible and the Pony 
Express ANCIL JENKINs 

The Pony Express was one of the most 
significant business ventures in our his
tory. Begun in 1860, it astounded our 
country and the world by carrying the 
mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacra
mento, California, in 10 days. This was 
accomplished by using a series of riders, 
changing frequently to fresh horses and 
having the mail travel non-stop. 

The young men who carried the mail 
were required to meet strict require
ments. In addition to the physical quali
fications they were required to sign a 
pledge of honesty, loyalty to the com
pany, sobriety, decent speech and godly 
conduct. They swore themselves to this 
conduct in the name of God. It is most 
interesting that each rider was issued a 
copy of the Bible, stamped with the name 
of the company. 

A rider would need many things to live 
up to this code of conduct. Yet nothing 
would be more important than the Bible. 

-Where else could the moral teach
ings be so clearly and powerfully taught. 
Most other teachings of morality find 
their roots in God's Word. 

:_only the Bible gives man a clear 
picture of himself as God sees him. This 
is the only way to have real improvement 
of one's life. 

-In times of stress, anguish, and dan
ger, where better could one turn than to 
the Bible? 

-Those who learn from God by the 
Bible the need of obedient service are 
not only pleasing to him but also make 
the most valuable employees to be 
found. 

Have we missed this emphasis today? 
Our generation has tried to take the 
Bible and its influence from business and 
government where the past tried to put 
it in. Who is the wiser? 
1701 Gold Avenue S.E., 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
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Leonard Mullens, of Salado, Texas has 
served for almost 30 years as a staff writer 
for the Firm Foundation and Editor of the 
Tips For Teachers page. 

A Change in Tax Ruling on· 
Housing Allowance by IRS 

LEONAI!D M ULLENS 

One of the tax advantages for gospel 
preachers in the past has been the pur
chase of a home. This has al lowed 
preachers to accumu late equity in a 
house, and at the same time, has cut 
down on their income tax liability. Th ere 
has been a ruling issued recently by the 
Internal Revenue Service w hich wi ll affect 
th is situation, and preachers need to be 
aware of that change. 

In the housing allowance, as it is gen
erally ca lled among us, rent or principal 
payments, cost of buying a home and 

WHAT EVER BECAME OF SIN? 
(Continued from page 8) 

other gift that cou ld be bestowed upon 
me as a preacher, the power to ade
quately set it before the peop le. A num
ber of times in my ministration, I have 
prepared sermons designed to set 
forth the enormity of sin; but I have 
every time felt that I made a failure. I 
found, I thought, two causes of the fail
ure: first, a want of realization in my 
soul of the enormity of it; and second, 
inability to gather up such wo rds and 
such figures of speech, as would, with 
anything like adequacy, set it forth be
fore my hearers. The pleasures of sin 
have blinded our eyes to its enormity." 

God's wrath against sin was seen in his 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
flood ing of the wicked earth, and send
ing his Son to die on earth. He identi
fies sin with such figures as putrifying 
disease, hard taskmaster, impenetrable 
darkness, heavy burden, and filth. 

The Lord is not the author of sin but 
the source of the remedy. We can wish 
that our leaders of America wou ld make 
a proclamation to acknowledge our sin, 
but they probab ly will not. Though un
proclaimed by many, sin is sti ll there, 
called by many names and sti ll damning 
people from the presence of God. 
1211 N. Thomas Street, Oklahoma 73521 

down payments (limi ted to fair rental 
value), was a provision. Taxes on the 
home and the interest paid on the mort
gage for the home is also included. These 
two expenses were also deductible 
AGAIN as itemized deductions on the tax 
form, under interest payments and taxes 
paid. That really amounted to a DOUBLE 
deduction, but it was allowed by the IRS! 
(Rev. Ru l. 62-212) Insurance on the home 
and its contents, repairs, and upkeep, 
furniture and appl iances, decorato r 
items, as well as utilities, and some other 
miscellaneous things were also included. 

However, the Internal Revenue Service 
has acted now to eliminate that double 
deduction of interest and taxes as men
tioned above. This new ruling will result 
in the payment of more taxes by many 
preachers in the church, as we ll as among 
the denominations and w ith Jewish rab
bis. 

After June 30th, preachers will no 
longer be able to deduct interest pay
ments on their home mortgages and 
property taxes on their homes when they 
receive a housing allowance from the 
chu rch to cover these items. The rule 
change, however, does NOT AFFECT 
preachers who have been provided 
houses in which to live owned or con
trolled by the congregations. Since many 
of us who preach pay our taxes by esti
!llating them, and paying quarterly, this 
IS a matter that needs to be considered 
now as it w ill indeed affect our tax l ia
bi l ities for the year 1983. This change wi ll 
need to be reflected in the amounts we 
estimate we owe, and the payments we 
make to IRS; otherwise, we could incur 
a penalty for under estimating th e 
amount of tax due. It is suggested that 
you consult your tax preparer before 
your est imate (first quarterly payment for 
1983 is due April 15, 1983) is made. 

The old ruling, as I recall, dates back 
to 1962, and the IRS says that was "how 
the IRS saw the law at that time. "Some 
recent court cases, w hich probably did 
not involve this particular issue, have 
agreed with the federal tax agency's argu
ments against double tax benefits in 
other situations. It seems that these rul
ings led to this administrative change on 
the part of the IRS. 

Since interest mortgage payments and 
property taxes have amounted to a good 
proportion of housing allowances, this 
change can mean that all of us wi th 
housing allowances wi ll need to plan 
ahead in order to meet our tax l iabi li ties 
to the federa l government. This change 
in ruling by the IRS may mean a return 
to the practice on the part of congrega
tions to purchase houses in wh ich their 
gospel servan ts may live. 

I do not like to be a pessimist, but the 
general trend in these days leads me to 
the co nclusion that in the future this 
housing allowance wi ll be enti rely elimi
nated by the Internal Revenue Service. I 
hope I'm w rong in that prediction. Al l of 
us need to keep abreast of these changes 
that arise from time to time, so that we 
can obey the laws of our land, and as we 
are able, " Pay them back whatever you 
owe: tariffs, taxes, respect, and honor." 
(Romans 13:7-SEB) 
P.O. Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

The Bible: How To Read and 
Understand It JAMEs E. HowARD 

The President has recently designated 
1983 " Th e Year of the Bible." What a 
tremendous gesture on the part of our 
foremost national leader. In this age of 
secularism what more sign ificant priority 
could be establ ished? The ancient Jewish 
rabbis believed that if Israel ever kept the 
Torah (Law) for just one day the ki ngdom 
of God would come. Imagine the impact 
for good which would resu lt i f the 
American publ ic seriously and search ing
ly were to read the word of God for a 
whole year! 

May I offer the following suggestions 
for the meaningful reading of God's 
word : 

Recognize that the Bible really is the 
word of God. After centuries of onslaught 
by skeptics and radical critics the Bible 
remains unscathed. All scripture is still 
inspired by God. 

Understand that the Bible remains the 
greatest means in human history to the 
greatest end in history-namely the Lord 
jesus Christ. jesus accused the jews of 
searching the scriptures (the Old Testa
ment) thinking they wou ld there find 
life when in actuali ty those scriptures 
"bear witness to me." Ironically they re
fused to come to j esus w ho was and is 
the Life. Jesus Christ is the focal point of 
the entire Bible, the Old Testament look
ing forward to his coming and the New 
Testament looking back to his redemp
tive death, burial and resurrection. 

Comprehend the Bible's message. 
Luther centuries ago stressed the per
spicuity of scripture. The Bible is under
standable. Right understanding of God's 
w ri tten revelation depends, however, on 
several factors. Interpret every text of 
scripture in all its contexts-book, chap
ter-and-verse, time, purpose, distinctive 
theology, oral and l iterary form, and 
mood. It is dangerous to follow the 
modern-day custom of reading the Book 
of Revelation as chronicled or predictive 
history rather than poetic apocalyptic as 
its w ri ter intended. It makes no sense to 
read Pau l's epist les failing to recognize 
them as personal letters written to spe
cific chu rches and individuals in specific 
situations and circu mstances. Finally, it is 
well to be reminded of Paul 's statement 
that "the unspiritual man does not re
ceive the gifts of the Spirit of God ... he 
is not able to understand them because 
th ey are spiritually discerned." What one 
finds in scripture is determined to a great 
extent by w hat one brings to scripture. 
Th e pure heart and search ing mind wi ll 
find there the riches of God's w ill for 
mankind. 

Let's you and I as Christians take the 
lead in im plementing the President's ex
cellent mandate by making 1983 the 
"Year of the Bible." Let's be people of 
the Book to the glory of God. 

11107 Silkwood, Houston, Texas 77031 
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CHURCHES BAPTIZING 100 OR MORE 
IN 1982 

The annual Firm Foundation survey of 
churches baptizing 100 or more in a year 
has been completed. During 1982, 25 
churches baptized 100 or more persons, 
according to the best information we 
have been able to secure. If a congrega
tion which should have been included 
was left out, it is entirely unintentional. 
Churches which want to be included in 
the survey each year should w rite to: 
David Tarbet, Church of Christ, 90 Clap
board Ridge Rd., Danbury, CT 06810. 

It is encouraging to see so many con
gregations included in thi s year's survey. 
Each of these congregations has won its 
converts through many home Bible 
studies on the part of its members. Con
versions do not come easy in any city, 
regardless of the size of the church. 

We have included on ly local baptisms 
in these statistics. Numerous individuals 
and congregations cou ld report over 1 00 
baptisms through th.e .effo~s of ~orld 
Bible School and s1mllar mternat1onal 
projects to reach the lost by means of 
correspondence courses, tracts, letters, 
campaigns etc. 

listed below are the United States con
gregations which baptized 100 or more 
in 1982 in the order of the number of 
conversions. In each case the name of 
the pulpit minister is included. 
Lexington, MA (02173) 319 ~· .Lowell St. 

church. Kip McKean, Mm1ster. Bap
tized: 322 

jacksonvi ll e, FL (32209) 4736 Ave. B 
(Northside) church. Charlie McClen
don, Minister. Baptized : 245 

Gainesville, FL (32607) 2720 SW 2nd Av. 
(Crossroads) church. Chuck Lucas, 
Minister. Baptized: 228 

Lubbock, TX (79413) 34th & Memphis 
(Sunset) church. Harold Taylor, Min
ister. Baptized: 225 

Los Angeles, CA (90047) 1655 W. Man
chester Blvd. (Southside) church. 
Carl Baccus, Minister. Baptized: 184 

Charleston Heights, SC (29045) 2026 
Jacksonville Rd. church. Frank Mac
Eieen, Minister. Baptized: 179 

Miami, FL (33125) 3501 W. Flagler St. 
(Miami Gables). Lyman Merenees, 
Minister. Baptized: 166 

Boulder, CO (80302) 3198 Broadway 
church. Kenneth Reed, Minister. 
Baptized: 165 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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Ft. Lauderdale, FL (33311 ) 2500 NW 15th 
Crt. (Golden Heights) church. W. F. 
Washington, Minister. Baptized: 151 

Tampa, FL (33617) 5901 E. 130 Av. (Sun
ri se) church. Martin Bentley, Minis
ter. Baptized: 140 

Va ldosta, GA (31601) 745 South Lee St. 

church. John Iverson, Minister. Bap
tized: 134 

Houston, TX (77020) 4308 Stonewall (5 th 
Ward) church. Thomas Foster, Min
ister. Baptized: 131 

Fort Worth, TX (7611 1) 1701 Oakhurst 
(Continued on page 14) 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Kceuo, Texu 76059 
P hono 817-045-0203 

Jsf Annual 

National Bus Outreach Rally 
June 22-26, J 983 

Millington, TN 
(8 miles North of Memphis) 

SPEAKERS---------------------, 

Alan Bryan, Albert Hill, David Powers 
Stan Addis. Norman Slate, Pat Casey 

and other great Soul Winners! 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACI'1 
Millington Church of Christ 
7320 Raleigh-Millington Rd. 

Millington . TN 38053 
90 1-872-4426 901-872-4052 

-LIMITED FREE HOUSING-



WHAT IS UNDENOMINATIONAL 
CHRISTIANITY? 

(Conti nued from page 3) 

if the time comes when we need to 
leave? There may come a time when we 
will need to leave the Church of Christ 
(capital C) in order to be .in the church 
of Christ w ithout a capital C. If that t ime 
comes, w ill you do it? If not, why not? 
I've always heard brothers say "I know 
we're not perfect but if I ever find a 
group closer than we are, that's where 
I' ll be." I did believe most making those 
statements were sincere. I'm not so sure 
any more. I'm not even sure that most 
would even acknowledge a group that 
understood and practiced everything 
religiously as they understood it should 
be, i f the group were known by any other 
Biblical name than Church of Christ. 

jesus said, "My prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those whe beli eve 
in me through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may 
be one as we are one. I in them and you 
in me. May th ey be brought to complete 
unity to let the world know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me." Uohn 17:20-23) 
Box 338, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 

THEY NEEDED ME 
(Continued from page 8) 

stand up on Sunday morning the chal
lenge is there ... to present some of the 
wonder and beauty and promise and 
hope and help of the Word of God to an 
audience that is partly awake. My feeble 
skill and my training and my compassion 
and the few things I have learned are 
needed here. Perhaps I' ll only touch one 
conscience; but even that is better than 
touch ing none at all. 

Yes, I'd rather preach in Laodicea than 
remain silent. Even being the w rong man 
in the wrong place at the wrong time is 
better than not being somewhere when 
the song leader announces the invitation 
song, turns and says, "and now . . . 
Brother Moore." It is not quite as 
dramatic as Ed McMahon saying 
" Heeeeeeere's Johnny," but is my call to 
action and I rejoice in the fact that I w ill 
hear it again next Sunday. 
425 E First, Azusa Ca 91702 

l lt.J...,.., Cfv.,u, Undergraduate 
C" I j (D f, , & Graduate 
Jchoo o 1\ett:;pon Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S . M.A .. M .Th 
Full Sch0t•r$htps Avallllt)le Fot Full T1me Studrmll on M11 1n Campus 

Gl Apptov~ 011 Camous Prog,ams All•ttal)le 

Call Collect for Or. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Allanla Highway. Mon1gomery. AL 36117 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second night at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588-1982 588·1983 588-1984 

Bob Young, 321 E. Holmes Rd., Lan
sing, Ml 48910: A second annual "Mis
sions Sunday" contribu tion of $25,000+ 
on january 16 enabled the Holmes Rd. 
Church, Lansing, Michigan, to support 

the Rene Barrios fami ly in Costa Rica 
during 1983. The church has experienced 
good growth in recent years with 78 bap
tisms in the past 3 years. Six have been 
baptized so far in 1983. 

Camper Rally For Christians 

CROSS is rcct·eation and wann fellowsh ip 
CROSS is a workshop for winning souls 
CROSS is "people out" winning souls 
CROSS is one week [June 11-16) 
CROSS is in Springfield , Mo., this year 
CROSS is a Larry West I Care/We Care ministry 

For brochure : CROSS, P.O. Box 2000, West Monroe, La. 71294 

Ma i~ Brecheen/Faulkner 
rr~~~ In 

Enrichment 
Seminar 

Person 

1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 
liPRIL 15-1&-0dessa, TX, (915) 332-0926, Sixth & Jackson church of Christ, P.O. Box 3307, 

79760 
APRIL 29-30-Fort Worth, TX, (817) 281-0773, Richland Hills church of Christ, 6720 N.E. Loop 

820, 76118 
MAY 6-7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 MI. Vernon Hwy., 

N.E., 30328 
MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423·3307, South Twin-Cities church of 

Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 
JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shu lam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24-25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian Col lege, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-&-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111, Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
OCTOBER 14-15-York, NE, (402) 362-4441, Ext. 263, York College, 68467 
NOVEMBER 11-12- Tulsa, OK, (918) 627-3201, Park Plaza church of Christ, 5925 East 51st 

Street, 74135 

FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland--Greece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos-Rhodes--Crete--Santorini 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

Optional Cru ise To June 17 

Contact 
Enzor Tours 

or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

589 12·2·82 
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110 BAPTISMS AT McARTHUR PARK 
Emphasizing evangelism, the Mac· 

Arthur Park church in San Antonio ex
perienced her greatest annual growth, 
with 110 baptized and 135 family units 
placing m embership. 

Open ing doors for a strong evangel
ism program was the 11-year-old bus 
ministry which provided the initial con
tact for 42% of the baptisms in 1982. 

_.._ Finn FoundtltJon aubacrlptlon makes a 
wonder ful birthday or anniversary gilt. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Train ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of A ny Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

jot· Preachers, Teachers, Pet·sonal W m·kers, 
Elders and Deacom 

Optiona l 2 nd Year of Graduate Study 
For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Box 399 (Beamsville) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year language, culrure and Oible training program to prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 
J. 1'\icl~ Pinczul~. Director 

Great Lal~es Christian College 
Dept. of Slavic Languages 
P. O.Oox J99. Oeamsville 

Onrario. Canada LOR 1 0 0 
Phone (416) 56J· 7641 or (4 16) 56J-5J74 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, ·retirement, and chi ldren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 76586 
Phone : S1 2-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Sterling Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services, including helping 
you: 
•Locate an available channel 
•Quality tor FCC license 
•Build and equip a station 
• Train your staff 
•Program your station 
The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information , call or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899-9393 

C)T G 
COviMUNCATIQ\JS. I~. ~ 

SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 



WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than· 
anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

Dept. FF 
P. O. BoxiBC 
Flor ence, AL 35630 
1-800-982-4807 or 
1-205-766-6610 
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CHURCHES BAPTIZING 100 OR MORE 
(Continued from page 1 0) 

Science Dr. (Midtown) church. Jim 
Hackney, Minister. Baptized: 130 

Madison, TN (37115) 106 Gallatine Rd. 
N. church. Ira North, Minister. Bap
tized: 126 

Midland, TX (79703) 3500 W. Golf Course 
Rd. church. Doug Parsons, Minister. 
Baptized: 116 

Los Angeles, CA (90037) 455 W 57th & 
Figueroa St. church. R. N. Hogan, 
Minister. Baptized: 115 

Denver, CO (8021 0) 2000 5. Milwaukee 
St. (University) church. Bruce Wad
zeck, Minister. Baptized: 110 

San Antonio, TX (3160) "1907 N. E. Loop 
410 (Mac Arthur Pk) church .. Randy 
Fenter, Minister. Baptized: 110 

Baton Rouge, LA (70815) 8725 Jefferson 
Hwy. church. Barry Beaty, Minister. 
Baptized: 1 09 

Dallas, TX. (75218) 10715 Garland Rd. 
church. Gary Beauchamp, Minister. 
Baptized: 1 08 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL (33323) 11810 N.W. 
19th St. (Plantation) church. Bruce 
Williams, Minister. Baptized: 106 

Pueblo, CO (81 001) 1022 Liberty La. (Bel
mont) church. Willie Florez, Minis
ter. Baptized: 101 

Jacksonville, FL (32206) 27-25 Laura St. 
Westside) church. Terrance Mc
Clain, Minister. Baptized: 101 

Los Angeles, CA (90044) 6306 S. Norman
die St. church. Carroll Pitts, Jr., Min
ister. Baptized: 1 01 

Columbia, SC (29205) 2925 Divine St. 
(Shandon) church. Randy McKean, 
Minister. Baptized: 100 

SPRING DINNER TO HONOR KELCY 
Bible scholar and Firm Foundation staff 

writer Raymond Kelcy will be honored 
at Oklahoma Christian College's Annual 
Spring Dinner. 

Slated for April 15, 7 p.m., in the 
Gaylord College Activity Center, the oc
casion will salute Kelcy for his outstand
ing Christian service. 

GROUP· HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 
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Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

r----;;;::;:;,~:;;..:;;;;::;;;;:;.:.:;---~~ 
~ Economical. Energy Efficien.t ~ 
i Church Facilities ~ 

i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. i 
~ 2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
i Over 300 Stock Plans Read,- to Meet Your Need& r 
i (615) 383-2313 J 
~---_.._._._.._.._._...._.._.._..__. ____ .._ _ _.._...._.._.._.._..__.._I 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY! ! ! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

-approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 

421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

Southwestern 
SINGING SCHOOL 

June 19 - 24, 1983 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

l'"'i 3 ilsil~il:a 
1. Let each wice greet - daoa with ocng; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 

FIRM ·FOUNDATION-:APRIL S, 1983 



c L A S s I F I E D 
PREACHER NEEDED 

Advertfains- in this section $1.50 per llne. Deslped espociall7 to accommodate conareptiona 
11dvertisins- meetinir places, preachers seekl.nir work or cons-RBationa ~ preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

The Church of Christ In Wahiawa, Hawaii is In need 
of a full-time preacher-minister. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary, fringe benefits, 
and are willing to bear the expense of moving Items 
of necessity. Individuals interested In working In a very 
challenging, exciting and rewarding area, please send 
a current resume with minimum of five references, a 
tape of recent sermons and a family picture to the 
Church of Christ in Wahiawa, 1881 california Avenue, 
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786. BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
534-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:03 P.M. 
OBATHA.M, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-681() or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AREA SCDOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

PleoRonton, CnllfornkL 941»66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May; 
Churr.h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Ensdewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mnc Bartee, Evangelist 
DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contnct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or cnll 707/448-3667 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED~B~J=u-=L-=E~S--,...-w-r"""i.,....te""'"'='fo-r-f~ree
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
HIS IMAGE QUARTET: Professional, acapella gospel 
group is looking for church, youth, college events. 
P.O. Box 15, Paris, TN 38242 (901) 64~4-~1="'17.....;'Z;...·---,,...-
EVANSVILLE, IND., ~ Eo ltlorgon Ave.. 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Mnrt. Office 4ff• 
52'11. Robby Wade, Min, 4f6-40G6. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 W, 28th St. SundaY

tO. 11 a.m. & '6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
TIMEX SINCLAIR 1000 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE for churches and leaders. Send 
for free catalog: 2716 Colo. Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 

Retirement Approachlngl 
Consider Bisbee. AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box S766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-S116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WIESBADEN, WEST CERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention John Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Telephone no. 
209-591-0172 between 9·12 a.m. MTWTF. 
A.LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage. Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-6719. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar-

~~~s:i~~lltw8oX0~~'e c~! 1t~~:3C;~~~l~~leo~~~:!': 1i:!o 
Nicholson Or. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

Retired college English teacher, 62 but not In his 
dotage, 41 years varied preaching experience, desires 
to work with a Texas church, large or small, preferably 
in the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider other areas. Am skilled in exposi
tion of scripture, communication, writing, and develop
ment of study aids. No hobbies. Virtually self-supported; 
adequate housing Is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONl Begin big with small In
vestment. Two studio cameras, Panasonic, WV-21SO 
with zoom lenses, . Remote control units, Cables, ex
cellent condition, $5500.00. Lenses alone worth one-half 
this. Church of Christ, Box 72S, Kennett, MO 63857. 
314-888-S974. 
COSPEL MUSIC: Albums, cassettes & 8 tracks. Avail
able for spiritual listening. Lancaster Music, P.O. Box 
1 S, Paris, TN 38242. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
lstryl" Write Box 198S, Richardson, Texas, 7S080 for 
free brochure. 

BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII 
Preacher Wanted: Mature and Mission Minded. Housing 
and some support available. Interested parties write: 
Church of Chmt, 46 Lono St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDERl Who 
trains deacons to serve? How do elders learn to teach 
and lead l We train them by correspondence. Over 
1,000 have enrolled since 1976. Sound doctrine. Only 
cost is $8 textbook. Write: Southern Calif. School of 
Evangelism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620. 
FOR SALE: A. B. DICK OFFSET DUPLICATOR, Model 
326. Has been under service contract all its life. Ex
cellent condition, $1,000.00 firm. Alpine Church of 
Christ, Longview, Texas, Ph. 214 7S8-0161. 
I WOULD LIKE FILL-IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH
ING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
~~l~~1 ~:3~~~w6. 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 

TIGHT BUDGETl Want to reach more souls? You can 
have a personal evangelism workshop for just travel 
cost. No gimmicks or crash program; just solid scrip
tural methods, materials and motivation. Eugene 
Winter, 4090 Lewis, Oceanside, CA 920S6. 
WANTED: FUND RAISER for a Christian School. Lo
cated in South-Central Tennessee. Send resume and 
salary requirements to P.O. Box 864, Fayetteville, Ten
nessee 37334. 
I am a gospel preacher who has partial support to 
work with a small congregation with growth potential 
located In the South. Call (817) 893-S8S2. 

GESTETNER 320 FOR SALE-$500.00. 1 NEW SILK 
SCREEN, 4 TUBES OF INK, 3 QUIRES OF STENCILS 
INCLUDED. CALL OR WRITE: CENTRAL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, P.O. BOX 1782, ARDMORE, OK 73402; 
PH. 405/223·3289. 
3 buses available. Two 196S models and one 1966. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 276, Fort Morgan, CO 
80701 or call Bill johnston, 303·867-286S. 
Former . ACU professor desires part-time or fill-In 
preaching within reasonable distance of Austin. (512) 
451-1162. 

YORK LECTURE THEME ANNOUNCED 

YORK, Neb.-"ln God We Trust" win 
be the theme for the 27th annual York 
College lectureship, scheduled for 
April10-13. 

Keynote speakers for the evening ses
sions are Neale Pryor of Searcy, Ark., 
Vernon Ray of the York College Bible 
faculty, Rubel Shelly of Nashvilre, Tenn. 
and Reuel Lemmons of Austin, Texas. 

Mrs. Helen Young of Malibu, Calif., 
will be the featured speaker of an ex
panded ladies' program format. 

For more information, contact Vernon 
Ray, chairman of the Bible department, 
York College, York, NE 68467. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

THIRD ANNUAL TEXOMA ELDERS~ SEMINAR 
"ELDERS: ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN!! 

Aprill6, 1983 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. 

Speakers: Roger Hawley, Greenlawn Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
Darvin Keck, Quail Springs Church of Christ, Oklahoma City, OK 
John Willis, 11th & Willis Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas 
Bill Yaskow, Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 

For the Ladies: 
Dot Yaskow, Sunset Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
Ollie Lightfoot, 11th & Willis Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas 

Topics covered: The Elders as a: Counselor, Communicator, Student, 
and Evangelist. 

Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
421 Maxwell Avenue 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

For more information call: 
( 405) 223-9636 

"A Genuine educational opportunity for all elders in the Church" 
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Sunday May 1, 1983 

YOO ARE INVITED TO BE A PART OF 

With a renewed commitment to be the kind of caring, serving 
church family that is a part of our heritage, we invite you to celebrate with 
us as we move into the new Highland Oaks Church of Christ facility. 

Activities begin Saturday, April30 with a special day for the youth 
beginning at 2:30 pm. The·n everyone is invited to enjoy an evening of 
great singing with Ray Walker, scheduled for 6:30 pm. 

Then join us Sunday for a Great Day of inspiration and worship with 
special classes and presentations from a group of very special guests. 

Dr. Ira North, minister of the Church of 
Christ in Madison, Tenn., largest 

congregation of the Churches of Christ 
in America. Dr. North is nationally 

known for the weekly telecast of the 
Amazing Grace Bible Class. 

Wilbert Montgomery, star of the 
Philadelphia Eagles football team. A 

graduate of Abilene Christian University, 
where he set an all time collegiate 

record of 76 touchdowns, Montgomery 
professes and lives his faith wherever 

he goes. 

Ray Walker, popular personality long 
identified with the Nashville sound and 

the popular Jourdinaires. Walker has 
held youth rallies and church events all 

across the country. 

Gene Stallings, defensive backfield 
coach for the Dallas Cowboys is rec

ognized as a master at motivating 
people. He has consistently coached 

the Cowboys defensive secondary 
to perform outstandingly. 

Saturday Afternoon April 30 

Dr. Paul B. Faulkner, professor of Bible 
at Abilene Christian University whose 
Marriage Enrichment Seminar with 
Dr. Carl Brecheen has been presented 
to thousands in 26 states and three 
foreign countries. 

Landon B. Saunders, speaker on the 
nationally broadcast radio program, 
Heartbeat, which is heard daily on 
hundreds of radio stations throughout 
the United States. Saunders conducts 
seminars throughout the nation. 

Joe R. Barnett, preacher and former 
speaker on the national television 
program, Herald of Truth. Barnett is 
a contributing editor o f UpReach 
magazine and founder of 
Pathway Evangelism. 

A GREAT DAY IN MAY is a program to give thanks, 
to dedicate, and to mark the beginning of a new era 
for the Highland Oaks family. 

Your participation will make the day complete. 

SundayMay I 

2:JO P.M.- Welcome to the young people 
J:OO P.M.- Address by Jim Dickson 
4:15 P.M.-Groupwork 

Worship Services Bible Classes 

5:00 P.M.-Address by Or. Poul Faulkner · 
6:00 P ./>\.- Dallas Christian 
6:30 P.M.-Group singing led by Ray Walker 

Sunday Afternoon Activities 

I : 15-Main Auditorium-Family Singers 
I :J5-Joint Choruses 
2:00-Ray Walker 
2:30-Wnrshlp-Joe Bametl Paul Faulkner 

Landon Saunders. Ira North 
J:OO-Dismlss 
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8:00A.M. 
Main Auditorium 

Speaker: Ira North 
Singer: Ray Walker 
Presiding: Gary Beauchamp 

Fellowship Hall: 
Speaker: Joe Barnett 
Singer: James Kendrick 
Presid1ng· Wayne Wh•te 

li:OOA.M. 
Main Auditorium 

Speaker: Joe Barnett 
Singer. James Kendrick 
Presod1ng Gary Beauchamp 

Fellowship Hall: 
Speaker. Ira North 
S•nger: Ray Walker 
Preslduog Bill Moody 

9:00A.M. !O:OOA.M. 
Main Auditorium: Main Auditorium: 

Speaker: Paul Faulkner Speaker: Ira North 
Presid•ng: Charles Porter Presiding. Jim D1ckson 

Fellowship Hall Fellowship Hall 
Speaker: Joe Barnett Speaker Landon Saunders 
Pres1d1ng: B1ll Moody Presiding Charles Porter 

Tent: Tent: 
Speaker: Landon Saunders Speaker· Paul Faulkner 
Presrd•ng: J1m D1ckson Presidmg Gary Beauchamp 

Lake Highlands Jr. Hi: Lake Highlands Jr. Hi: 
Speaker: Wilbert Montgomery Speaker. Gene Stallings 
Pres1ding: Ed Mosier Presiding Ed /'\osier 
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THE LADS TO LEADERS/LEADERETTES PROGRAM, under the 
leadership of the Cloverdale church in Montgomery, Alabama, 
is setting a pattern for developing the talent of the youth of 
the church. A part of the group is pictured here. Boys in 
Montgomery preached 1,020 sermons in 1982. The program 
now has over 200 active groups of youth traine.rs in 19 states. 
A national meeting of all youth and workers IS planned for 
the New Orleans Hyatt Regency and the. New Orleans Super
dome in April. Information may be obtamed from jack Zorn, 
3388 S. Hull, Montgomery, AL 36105. 

Austin, Texas, April 12, 1983 
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Keeping Abreast of the Times 

You who read this will judge us crazy, but file this 
away somewhere so your great-grandchildren can read 
it. 

Chemistry has always held an unusual place in our 
thinking. The ability to change one chemical substance 
to another in a high school laboratory was a brain
stretcher. The further we went the more fascinating were 
the possibilities. In the space age chemistry has provided 
us with new products that were beyond the fondest 
imagination of the fiction writers of yesterday. 

Recently newspapers and magazines have been filled 
with stories about the possibilities of chemistry in the 
future. Some of the thoughts on this page were prompt
ed by a recent report on the biochemical and biotech
nological breakthroughs of the past five years. We are 
convinced that the wildest dreamers among us have little 
idea of what life may be like in the fairly immediate fu
ture. With work done in the DNA-Amino acid fields, the 
genetic engineering area, the field of gene surgery and 
biotechnology we are sitting on the edge of a revolution 
of more immense import than anything that has occurred 
in the world's history. 

Civilization has come up in a world where it chipped 
stones for tools, melted ores, squeezed pottery, sawed 
lumber, drilled for oil, built houses and ships and planes. 
It has pretty well waited upon nature and environment 
to produce change. Darwinian evolution took advantage 
of this situation to explain in terms of the past all things 
that are. 

Not so any longer. Put it down right here. The evolu
tionists who are so sure they know what they are talking 
about are going to be laughed out of school. Dar
winian evolution has been weighed in the balance and 
found wanting, and even now the new breed of sci
entists have given it up. 

It will be replaced with genetic engineering and 
cloning, which is already producing everything from test 
tube babies to improveo strains of animals and forms of 
crop fertilizer that do not depend upon the petrochemi
cal base of the past. Fossil fuels will give way to renew
able sources of energy, and many diseases and genetic 
traits can be eliminated. The Supreme Court has already 
ruled that novel forms of life, created in a laboratory, 
are patentable. 

Some of the largest industrial giants have staked vast 
sums on the coming revolution. Years ago the Esso 
trademark of Humble Oil was changed to Enco, and then 
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to Exxon because industrialists saw the coming biochemi
cal revolution coming. Many others have followed suit. 
Their stocks on the New York Exchange have sky
rocketed. 

The latest talk is about marrying the computer indus
try to biochemistry, and producing in unbelievable 
quantities living matter fundamentally different from 
anything we now know. That would translate into life 
forms infinitely more complex and capable than anything 
on earth today. Yes. Evolution is outmoded! 

But what would all this mean to Christians? There is 
no use in our continuing to say the world is flat. If even 
one tenth of these dreams become realities we are going 
to face a world affected by these changes more pro
foundly than the invention of the wheel, the discovery 
of fire, the industrial revolution or the development of 
the printing press. 

As scientists probe deeper into the essence of genetic 
material we are going to be thrust into a new world, and 
there are going to be a lot of questions we do not now 
have the answers to. We form our answers more from 
our experiences of the past than from the activities of 
the present or the possibilities of the future. That's the 
reason we are now answering questions no one is 
asking. There are going to be moral and spiritual as
pects of this strange new future that will call for answers 
that we now need to be digging up. We need to be 
determining what our attitude will be toward whatever 
is coming. 

As the scientific world learns more of the secrets of 
life itself, its belief in its own prowess will increase. The 
fight will be more fierce between the natural and the 
Supernatural. And our own attitude toward life will be 
affected by our environment, even as our attitude toward 
abortion, for example, is being affected by our environ
ment today. The church will have a brand new set of 
adversaries. 

None of us can now see the full significance of this 
coming revolution. But it is coming. We are passing 
rapidly from an industrial age to a biotechnical age. The 
new environment is going to completely alter the views 
of the next generation on many things. Humanity is 
going to play a far more architectural role than it has in 
the past. Frankly, we do not think the church, with its 
present preoccupations, is going to be prepared for the 
coming conflict. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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TIM KELLEY 

"Jesus is Lord." That expression sounds almost common
place to the modern Christian, doesn't it? If asked what it 
means, I'm sure the answer would come quite easily, 11He's 
my Master." Yet what do we really mean by those words 
11Lord" and 11Master"? Are they more than part of the religiou~ 
vocabulary of the Christian? Like 11Christ," has 11Lord" be
come another name for jesus whose theological content was 
left back in the early centuries of the Christian age? 

It certainly was an important word for the Christians of 
that day. Many of them suffered a terrible death rather than 
say the simple phrase, 11Caesar is Lord." For them jesus was 
their only Lord. ' 

Perhaps one of the reasons the word no longer elicits that 
kind of response from us is that we have lost the necessary 
corollary to the words, 11jesus is Lord," which is, 111 am a 
slave of Christ." When was the last time you ever heard any
one identify himself with these words? We may call ourselves 
servants of Christ but the word servant has a great deal more 
dignity to our ears than does the word slave. Look at the New 
Testament in Greek, however, and you will find Paul, Peter. 
James and Jude all identifying themselves as slaves of their 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I was struck with not only how foreign the concept of being 
a slave sounded to me but also how repugnant it seemed to 
me as I watched the television .adaptation of James Clavell's 
"Sh " 0 · ogun. ne saw an anctent Japanese culture in which the 
self-identification of the people was tied to doing the will of 
their master. Questions of rights or fairness were unimportant. 
What was important was serving their master. To fail to do 
so brought shame. 

We are the products of a different cultural orientation. We 
value human freedom. Part of our understanding of freedom 
is generally connected with the idea of autonomous man. 
Man, we say, is free to choose his own destiny, uncontrolled 
by a will foreign to his own. Yet does such an understanding 
of freedom flow from the Biblical understanding of man? 

We are not the first to couple freedom and autonomy. The 
ancient Greeks did so. Karl H. Rengstorf says, 11that the dis
tinctive feature of the self-awareness of the Greek is the 
thought of freedom." He goes on to say that the idea of being 
a slave was held in scorn because it surrendered human 
autonomy. The oriental cultures, with their despots and slaves, 
were a particular target of Greek scorn. Because slaves were 
not autonomous, they were considered sub-human. Aristotle 
described them as, "chattel that lives." 

That kind of concept within the Hellenistic world may go 
a long way toward understanding the seeming acceptance of 
slavery within the New Testament. Perhaps the primary goal 

of the early church, within that cultural cbntext, was not to 
abolish slavery but to be a living demonstration that the slave, 
as a .slav~, s~ared equally in the Kingdom of God. Ultimately, 
the tmphcatton of the Gospel, as ope can see in Philemon, 
was that Christian masters freed their slaves. The basis for 
this, however, came not from the idea of man as autono
mous but from the conviction that jesus was Lord! In the 
light of the Lordship of Christ, the Christian slave-owner could 
no longer presume to be the Lord of another. 

Romans 6:15-23 makes it clear that no man is really au
tonomous. Every person, at every point, is a slave. Freedom 
comes, not in autonomy but in the right Master. Being a 
slave of Christ is to be a slave to the One for whom we were 
created and to be freed from the usurper. In that slavery we 
are truly free! 

It is no wonder then that the writers of the New Testament 
chose this undignified word, slave, to describe the Christian. 

There is a paradox here. For the slave of Christ is the child 
of God. Both are true and both say something important 
about who we are. These paradoxical metaphors· may not be 
as impossible as they first seem. In the Old Testament, the 
circumcised slave is incorporated into the family of God. 
Notice in Exodus 12:43-45 that it is the hired servant, not the 
slave, who is exclu~ed from the passover. In the Bible, "au
tonomous man" is not only man living under an illusion, 
but man who is cut off! It is precisely because the slave is 
owned by another that he is incorporated. Aristotle went on 
to describe the slave as, "a part of his master; as it were a 
living, though separated, portion of his body." In what was 
intended to be uncomplimentary language, has not Aristotle 
described the Christian's relationship to Christ? It is only as 
Jesus is Lord (and we his slaves), can we be incorporated into 
his body. This idea is carried to its conclusion in Revelation 
22:3-4. There is the description of the heavenly, eternal city. 
Who are its citizens? The branded slaves of Christ. All others 
are excluded! No wonder indeed that this word is used with 
joy. 

What does this mean for us? It means that for those of us 
who have been incorporated into the family of God as slaves 
of Christ, his will becomes our consuming passion. In this we 
follow jesus, who took the form of a slave (Phil. 2:7) and lived 
to do the will of his father. It means that we can no longer 
be so concerned with rights and fairness. It means that we 
will recognize that under the Lordship of Christ, all leader
ship is service not Lordship. It will mean that we cannot serve 
two masters. The claim of Christ over our lives is exclusive. In 
short it means that jesus is Lord! 

1709 Euclid Street, Camarillo, California 93010 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"God Is Our Refuge" 
0. H.TABOR 

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be re
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains shake with a swelling thereof" (Psalm 
46:1-3). We are told that this psalm, together with the Wart
burg Castle, in which the Saxony king protected him against 
Emperor and Pope, inspired Luther to compose "A Mighty 
Fortress." This psalm was probably inspired when the thou
sands of Assyrians, who besieged Jerusalem, were slain by 
the Angel of the Lord (2 Kings 19:35). 

Our faith is greatly strengthened when we read that in time 
of trouble our God is a "very accessible help." Even though 
the earth may change and the mountains be hurled into 
heart of the oceans and though the waters be troubled; roar 
and foam, "God is our Refuge." God will take away the fears 
of trusting souls and cause them to stand firmly in all the 
changing scenes and experiences of life. The Hebrew, as the 
margin of our Bible shows, has a different word in verses 
7, 11 from verse 1, signifying "a high place" (Revised Version, 
"or a high tower") a retreat beyond reach of foes. The word 
in verse 1 means "somewhere or 'some one' to trust in." 
These two thoughts-Trust and safety-are well expressed in 
our word "Refuge." 

We are pressed in this life with many troubles and during 
such hours of great distress we need a refuge. When the 
body is sick and weak we need a ministry higher than man's 
help. When we grow old and helpless we need God's careful 
watching and his arm to lean on. When perplexing problems 
arise that we cannot solve we need the wise Counsellor. 
There is much want, danger, misfortune in our world today 
and man needs timely succour. In such times God can give 
sympathy, comfort and hope. When we are under the sense 
of sin we need the voice of forgiveness as we plead with 
him. "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation." 

Man needs a refuge in days of weakness. There are so 
many temptations that come to try our souls. Without a refuge 
we cannot stand through the tests. He has promised that 
he will not allow us to be tempted beyond that )Nhich we are 
able to bear but will with the temptation always make a way 
of escape. He will not only help us in temptation but will 
strengthen us even before temptations arise that we might 
stand. 

Man needs a refuge for the torments of an accusing con
science. Every person has a conscience and most of us have 
felt the keen pricking of that conscience. One has said, "Con
science may sleep, but never dies." While we know that 
conscience is not a safe guide in religious matters, in health, 
business, marriage and travel, but it does serve as a court. 
The court does not make the laws, but decides if conduct 
has been in accord with established law. 

Man needs a refuge from the strength of sin within his 
soul. Paul felt this great need and pictured himself as a man 
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under the law. "So I find it to be a law that when I want to do 
right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in 
my inner self, but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of 
sin which dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am. 
Who shall deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Then he shows how this refuge was found in Jesus Christ, 
when he says, "There is therefore no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus ha~ set me free from the law of sin and death." 

The "law of sin and death" is not the law of Moses, as 
some have taught, but is the law he spoke of in chapter 
seven, when he said, "But I see in my members another 
law .•. the law of sin that dwells in my members." 

There is refuge in Jesus from the power of sin that dwells in 
our members and no commandment, apart from Christ, can 
bring deliverance, regardless of how religiously it might be 
obeyed, for Paul said, 11lf a law had been given which could 
make alive, then righteousness would indeed have been the 
law." 

God accuses every man when he says, "all have sinned ... 
none good ... all have come short of the glory of God." But 
he also shows that man, without help, cannot master sin and 
its power in his life, thus man is condemned to eternal death 
if he remains in sin, for we read, "The wages of sin is death." 
Man then must have a refuge in Christ. 

We have this refuge for we read "He saved us, not by vir
tue of any moral achievement of ours, but by the cleansing 
power of a new birth and the moral renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, which he gave us so generously through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. The result is that we are acquitted by his grace, 
and can look forward to inheriting life for evermore." 

Man needs refuge in times of strife and wars. We have seen 
in our twentieth century two world wars and several others 
of smaller scope and the dead, the wounded in body and 
mind, number into millions of God's creatures. One verse 
here mentions that God maketh war to cease. We may not 
understand this statement but we must trust that it is true. 
The awful things that wars have brought are beyond human 
description. It still remains that God alone can make wars 
to cease. Science cannot do it. It can teach men how more 
skillfully to destroy each other, but hot to love one another. 
Commerce cannot do it. Some of the cruelest and wickedest 
wars have been waged for the sake of revenue and profit. 
Education cannot do it,. The most highly educated nations of 
the world are the most military minded. The source of war 
is not in outward circumstances, but in human nature; in the 
lust of gain, of glory, of power, of vengeance. 

God can do it. We can count on it, God will, some day, 
"make wars to cease." "God is our Refuge." 

415 Terrace Circle, Lamesa, Texas 79331 
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Preachers Age Faster Than Others 
WM. KAY MOSER 

No part of the Firm Foundation, likely, has been read more 
closely by preachers than the Classified section. I have read 
it regularly throughout many years, almost each week. Much 
of that time I was looking for a place to move, or fearing I 
would be soon. From all appearances others have been in 
the same boat. 

When age is mentioned in ads trying to solicit a preacher 
it is amazing how soon old a preacher is. I am 53 years old, 
and for ten years now I have been told explicitly or by im
plication that J was older than this or that church really had 
in mind. I have direct knowledge of other preachers younger 
and older than I who have the same obstacle. 

When a man who has taught in college or high school and 
preached for forty years is turned way without serious con
sideration in favor of a young man without any experience or 
knowledge it is sad. There is plenty of work for young men, 
and older ones. But, when we choose a young man to be 
"youth minister" in preference to fathers of young people, or 
even grandfathers, we are letting Rehoboam's generation 
have more voice than they deserve. 

Do we just want a recreational director? If so, even then 
colleges with winning teams seldom have a youth as coach. 
But, if that is all we have in mind we might consider a youth, 
but is that what we hire preachers for? We have all been 
young, but it is a sad day in the church when we discard a 
man just when he has had enough time to be knowledgeable 
of the word and human nature. 

An older man is less likely to let youthful lusts ruin his 
work and the work of the church. To preach and teach the 
Bible and represent the church before a community is the job 
of all preachers, young and old. We do not speak of being a 
public relations man, but a preacher before a community. 

When elders like those who advised Rehoboam are ap
pointed and have the final word in congregations it is sad. 
We can show our appreciation for youth in some way other 
than this, surely! 

Even beggars are choosers! When a man who has taught 
the Bible for forty years has enough income to live, for the 
most part, and desires only a pittance from the church, and 
that church still turns a man down, what is it a sign of? It has 
simply got to have to do with age and age only. What a 
prejudice to have! 

Rom. 10:17 needs to be studied by many of us. "Faith 
comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the 
preaching of Christ." It is the word of God that must be 
planted. If the real thing is taught and preached it will grow 
the right thing. Far too much attention is given the color of 
the tractor, the row span of the planter, and too little focus is 
put on what is coming out of the planters and fertilizer 
distributors! 

There is power only in the seed-if it is reproducing our
selves we seek. If we want to impress the ignorant passerby 
then we might tend only the surface appearance. We make 
distinctions between "preaching" and 11teaching," unwar
ranted by the scriptures. I Tim. 4:13 is not only an indication 

of what Paul told Timothy to do, but also an indication of 
what Paul did where he went. When we read the Bible and 
explain and apply it that will make more Christians-where 
anything will. 

The kind of suit we wore, the presence or absence of 
wrinkles in the face of the planter will not determine the 
growth. We are not knocking youth in any way; we are 
suggesting that too many brethren are turning their minds 
from the best men among us just because they pass 45. Does 
business or industry do this? Does the Bible depict it? 

What parent of grown children now believes that a recent 
college graduate knows as much about guiding youth or 
adults-a man of 22 or 62? 

When men advertise for preaching jobs who have been 
preaching 22, 27, 33 and 41 years I know what the situation 
is, even if I did not hear from men who had gone across 
states to be told that they were too old. 

A church with a living wage to offer a preacher can ad
vertise for a man and get hundreds of letters from would-be 
preachers. Ask a preacher who advertises for a job how 
many inquiries he gets! Then read the ads put out by preach
ers' schools! 

We are for every Christian man getting all the training he 
can, but we do not believe church growth is as connected 
with professional preachers as some imply. There are more 
professionals now than there is a living wage for. We do be
lieve it is a mistake to urge young men who are now making 
a living to quit and seek churches to support them to go to 
preacher's schools. We need more people gain~ to .churc~ 
every time it meets and do all they can to be tramed m thear 
own congregation! We could do this better if we didn't rele
gate men to the trashheap as soon as they get experienced 
enough to train others. . . 

Preachers over the hill seem to have so much more abahty 
to train others than those we hear in our church buildings. 
Why? There is a place for a degree, I suppose, but does that, 
per se, prove one's worth in preaching the gospel? I went to 
a Christian college, and for a time believed all preachers 
worth their salt did also, but I long ago learned that men can 
preach who studied the Bible at home and at church! It's 
not where we learned it, but what we learned. 

Do we suspect a man who has to advertise for a job of 
being incapable? Or, is that just a sign he is old~r? If we do 
cast suspicion merely because a man so seeks a JOb, why do 
we not suspect churches when they ad"ertise for a man? We 
think we know some deserve it, but it is a church's market. 
There is something bad wrong with our system. just where it 
started, and just what to do about it escapes me. 

We are not giving honor where it is due, and we don't 
know a good work horse when we see it. Do we know a gift 
of gab from eloquence? Farmers have a lot more sense about 
how to train a young mule and what to do with an older one 
than we do in the church with preachers. 

Rt. 6, Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 
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The Essential Unity of Belief~ Love~ and Obedience 
DAVID A. SAMPSON 

The Apostle John wrote his first 
epistle to a church beset with problems. 
A group of false teachers had arisen in 
Asia Minor influenced by incipient gnos
tocism. These men claimed to be Chris
tians and indeed wore the name of 
Christi~ns, but they had little in com
mon w1th the apostolic, historic message 
of Christianity. For example, some de
med the deity of Christ while others 
denied the humanity of Christ. Thus, the 
central doctrine of the incarnation was 
called in question. In addition, a signifi
cant element of the gnostic te .chers 
said tha~ individual moral responsibility 
was ummportant. They claimed that 
there was no connection between call
ing oneself a Christian and behaving in 
a morally upright manner. Furthermore 
in their lives they displayed a con~ 
spicuo~s lack o~ l~ve and concern for 
those m the Chnst1an community. 

This situation caused doubt and con
fusion on the part of Christians in Asia 
Minor and led to divisions within the 
church. It was John's concern in this 
letter to help those in Asia Minor be able 
to distinguish between true Christians 
and harmful imposters. John's letter con
tains three essential tests of genuine 
Christianity. Those tests are belief in the 
histo~ic, apostolic gospel; love; and 
obed1ence. John's letter is somewhat cir
cular in nature because he repeats again 
and again these three tests. It is almost 
as if John is holding up a precious dia
mond and turning it from side to side to 
see the various facets of true Christianity. 
For example, in chaJ?ter 2, he describes 
all three tests. He discusses obedience 
in verses 3-6, love in verses 7-11, and 
belief in verses 18-27. In the last half of 
chapter 2 and in the first part of chapter 
3, he discusses only obedience (2:28-
3:10) and love (11-18), while in chapter 
4 only belief (1-6) and love (7-12) are 
discussed. In chapter 4:13-21, he com
bined the doctrinal and social tests. Now 
in the opening paragraph of chapter 5 
all three tests are woven together again, 
an~ John proclaims tht:: essential uniey of 
belief, love, and obed1ence. That which 
links these three central characteristics 
of Christianity together is the new birth 
that begins our Christian life. Belief, 
love, and obedience are the natural 
growth which follows the birth from 
above. 

Belief 
In verse 1, John says the first test of 

true Christianity is belief. Here he says, 
"Everyone who believes jesus. is the 
Christ has been besotten out of God." 
The basic root behmd the Greek word 
"pisteuo," translated belief, is "to unite." 
The word refers not simply to intel
lectual affirmation of a truth. It speaks 
more to a frame of mind which unites 
us with an object or makes a truth a part 
of us. No one can unite his life with God 
without the birth from above. No one 
can confess Christ as Lord and Savior 
except he be begotten from God. John 
affirmed this in chapter 4, verse 15, 
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"Whoever confesses jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him and he abides 
in God" The true Christian will affirm 
the deity and the humanity of jesus. 
The true Christian will affirm that Jesus 
is the divine Son of God. 

Love 
That belief is not just intellectual at

tainment is affirmed in the second half 
of verse 1 where john says, "And every
one who loves the Father loves also the 
children who are begotten by the 
Father." Belief or faith in Christ (a unit
ing of our love with Christ) leads inevita
bly to the second essential characteristic 
of Christian faith which is love. The ob
ject of belief is not to lead us to theo
logical erudition; it is rather to transform 
our lives and bring us into harmony with 
God. 

Man's basic problem as described by 
jesus is misdirected love. Man was 
meant to function on the dynamic of 
love channeled upward to God and out
ward to our fellowman. Man's problem 
is that he has turned that love energy 
inward on himself and outward on 
things. Love which was meant to be the 
dynamic force of life has become can
cerous and distorted. If man is to be re
stored to wholeness, this love must be 
redirected. Faith in Christ redirects that 
love. In verse 2, John affirms that love 
for God and love for God's children are 
inseparable. One cannot possibly love 
God and show disregard and insensi
tivity to his children. On the other side 
of the coin, no one can truly love other 
people part from love of God. 

Obedience 
In the second half of verse 2, John 

says that love for God is expressed when 
we· do his commandments. This is ex
pressed even more clearly in verse 3 
where John says, "For this is love for 
God, and that we keep his command
ments." We have thus come to the third 
test of true Christian faith which is 
obedience to God's will. False teachers 
in Asia Minor claimed to have faith in 
God yet in their lives they displayed 
comprete disregard for God's will. John 
unveils the false claims of these teach
ers by pointing out that obedience is an 
essential characteristic of one whose life 
has been united with God. 

In our age the church has redis
covered grace and for that we are thank
ful. But we must say on the whole, the 
grace we have discovered has not led 
us to a more disciplined and obedient 
life. Some people in their joy to be free 
from legalism have misconstrued grace 
as complacency toward God's will. True 
grace, however, leads us to keep God's 
commands. Grace is never an excuse to 
show disregard for God's will. 

In the second half of verse 3, we have 
the wonderful consolation that as Chris
tians who are recipients of God's grace, 
God's commands are not burdensome. 
The word translated "burdensome" 
means heavy, or a load which cannot be 
borne. There are two reasons why God's 

commands are not burdensome be
cause they are given to enrich our lives. 
God is not a divine drill sergeant who 
makes up arbitrary rules to mal<e our life 
as miserable as possible. Rather, God is 
our loving creator. It is in the nature of 
a creator to see that his creation per
forms at the optimum level. For this rea
son, all manufacturers include owners' 
guides that give instructions on use and 
maintenance of the product. 

For example, the Volkswagen Com
pany makes a car called a rabbit. In this 
car .they ihstall a diesel engine which is 
des1gned and created with a certain 
compression ratio which runs only on 
diesel fuel. In the owner's manual and 
on the fuel gauge are the words "Diesel 
Fuel Only." Did the Volkswagen com
pany write this restriction to burden 
your life or infringe on your freedom? 
Obviously not. They created the car and 
they know that it was designed to run 
on diesel fuel instead of gasoline. To 
put gasoline into a diesel engine would 
ruin the car. God is somewhat like this. 
He created the universe to function in 

(Continued on page 9) 

A Joyful Fellowship 
HUGH W. GALYEAN 

The apostle John stated it in glowing 
terms ... "that which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you also, that 
ye also may have fellowship with us: 
yea and our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ: and these 
things we write that our joy may be 
rraaae full." He was certain that Chris
tians shared something sacred and spe
cial in their fellowship. It was a fellow
ship that revolved around one singular 
binding tie-a relationship with the 
Father and with his Son jesus. From di
verse backgrounds racially, religiously, 
politically and socially came a multitude 
of people to form one body. I am con
vinced it is the most incredibly beautiful 
alliance that the world has ever ob
served. 

Having been privileged to travel wide
ly during my life, I tiave seen this fel
lowship meeting together beneath grass 
huts in India, along the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia, on the ~rassy moors of 
Scotland and across the c1ties and towns 
of America. Now I noticed that many of 
my brethren had different languages or 
accents, different social customs and dif
ferent opinions about many things. But 
they were a// my brethren and the fel
lowship we shared because of our one 
faith in Jesus had the same sweet taste 
regardless of which country I was in. In 
every single place I have found Chris
tians who were eager to love and be 
loved ... eager to be encouraged to
ward greater service and commitment 
. . . eager to share the excitement of an 
abundant life in Christ. We are all fel
lows in the same ship who are hungry 
for nourishment which God offers to 
his people and through his people. 
510 Holiday Circle, Pineville, Louisiana 
71360 
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Boundaries: Balanced or Bizarre? (3) 
ROY H. LANIER, JR. 

There are numbers of false concepts about overseers and 
the congregation. Within recent years, several men have at
tempted to reshape the thinking of the brotherhood about 
these matters. Some of it has been good and challenging. 
Some of it has been nothing but trash. It is filled with human 
concepts and human wisdom (falsely so called, at that!). Here 
are some examples: 

Naughty Notions 
1. "God has not chosen any man or group to have final 

authority." This is true if one is speaking of dictatorial powers. 
But this is false if one is speaking of judgments. As to when 
we shall meet for worship, whom shall we have for a preach
er, what color the paint should be, etc. someone has to make 
a final judgment. The overseers have every right to do so. 
Yet, they would be foolish to be overbearing and unmindful 
of the wishes of the whole group. Again, what happens when 
a teacher of error must be stopped? Does the church take a 
vote? Or, ·does God depend upon seasoned, experienced, 
qualifed men to deal with such error? God surely has chosen 
men to have such a final say. 

2. "This destroys God's system of checks and balances." It 
does no such thing. Elders are always accountable to 
the Word of the Lord. They are always accountable for 
their lives, and the lives and reputations of their children. My 
father had a favorite expression that "elders can be appointed 
by the church, and elders can be also disappointed by the 
church." 

3. "Men of greater talents will be put under men of lesser 
talents." Yes, this is true, and God be thanked that sometimes 
it is true! For you see, some men of great business talents 
need to be under men of great spiritual talents. They will be 
blessed by such. On the other hand, this accusation is un
fair, for it infers that all lesser talented men will never ask 
for advice from greater talented men. And this is not always 
the case. Rarely will there be any congregation where elders 
cannot and should not seek advice from many talented men 
and women within the group. They would be fools to do 
any less. 

4. "A few leaders will become overburdened depressed, 
demanding, insensitive and defensive." Now, just where in 
this world did some hotshot young preacher come up with 
such as this? Does he not believe in the power of prayer, 
the providence of God, the working of grace in the lives and 
hearts of men? This sounds like Korah, Dathan and Abiram? 
This sounds like the Israelites in the wilderness. Moses was 
just too "insensitive and defensive." Yes, the burdens are 
great, but the help of God is greater. For every man that one 

can show me whose life has been wrecked by this, I will 
gladly show you twelve who have borne up under the rigors 
well. 

5. ''The Body members will be uninformed, unhappy, un
suportive ,and eventually rebel." ·This is not so either. An 
eldership working the way God wishes will inform, cooperate, 
love and share with the members. Why is it assumed that a 
few qualified men will invoke this kind of reaction? It may 
well be because jealous hearted preachers, who do not get 
their way with overseers, often turn out this wayt 

6. "Jesus has left this issue undecided." The man who 
makes this kind of statement about the authority of elders is 
woefully ignorant of the Bible. jesus is quite clear as to the 
certain responsibilities of the overseers. Twelve verbs of ac
tion were given in the last article which demand great re
sponsibilities. To apply these to each member is foolish and 
ignorant. They belong only to those who qualify and who are 
asked to serve in such way. 

Palatable Principles 
1. God makes a distinction between individuals. Some are 

known as "babes." There were "teacher of babes" (Romans 
2:20), "speak as unto babes," (I Cor. 3:1), "he is a babe" 
(Hebrews 5:13), and those who are "new born babes" (I 
Peter 2:2). We must understand there is a time to mature, 
grow up. All men therefore have not the same responsibility, 
for some are mature and some are babes. 

2. God gives some men talents and opportunities to de
velop into leaders. Paul spoke of the Holy Spirit making the 
Ephesian men into overseers (Acts 20:20). He indicated 
nothing in the line of the miraculous. The Holy Spirit makes 
men into overseers the same way he makes sinners into 
saints, by the use of his word. 

3. Members can respect the respectable. Their obvious 
successful experiences in life qualify them to be followed out 
of respect. If they are not respectable, they should not be 
allowed to serve. 

4. Spiritual maturity and business acumen are different. 
One may help the other, but one is not necessary to the 
other. Yet, the spiritual man will take use of men of good 
business acumen, but many good business men will never 
make it as leaders of the church spiritually. 

God has given to us the use of good sense, "sanctified 
common sense," as one great teacher called it. Christians 
must understand some notions of men today are naughty 
and false. 

Box 27312, Denver, CO 80227 
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What Do You Expect? 
"I was so disappointed in you." "I 

just cannot believe you would do some
thing like that." "I did not think Chris
tians did things like that." 

People expect so much out of Chris
tians-especially other Christians! And 
when Christians do not live up to the 
expectations of others they never forget 
it-and will not Jet Christians forget it 
either! 

Some even think that God expects 
perfection from Christians because the 
Bible says: "Let us go on to perfection," 
and "you are to be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect." 

Where did such an attitude come 
from? Could it be that some ·people are 
trying to justify why they will not be
come Christians? Could 1t not also be 
that some Christians are trying to justify 
their life of rebellion against Christ? 

Whatever the reason, Christians should 
especially be more considerate of others 
who are having their problems because 
"brethren, even if a man is caught in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual, restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each 
one looking to yourself, Jest you too be 
tempted." 

Yet, there are some sins that are "ac
ceptable" to us and some that are not. 
Let one of our local leaders in the church 
commit an "acceptable" sin and we 
"understand" and think no more about 
it. But Jet one of our local leaders com-

BOB HARRISON 

mit an "unacceptable" sin and he loses 
all credibility. What happens to all our 
"understanding" and Jove them? Con
sistency is truly a virtue I 

Why are we so hard on others and 
want others to be so "understanding" 
of us when we sin? Could it be that 
we are trying to soothe our own con
science by seeing in someone else what 
we know is wrong with us? Does not 
Jesus say somewhere "Do not judge Jest 
you be judged yourselves. For in tt1e way 
you judge, you will be judged; and by 
your standard of measure, it shall be 
measured to you"? 

The world is looking at Christians to 
see what is different in us,. true. But the 
real difference lies in two areas! Our Jove 
for one another and the forgiven life we 
enjoy! We still struggle witll sin. "If we 
say we have no sin, we are deceiving 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us .... 
If we say we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us." 
"Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall." 

Brethren, let us wake up and "love 
one another fervently from the heart." 
and "take up our cross and follow 
Jesus," living and sharing the forgiven 
life. If a brother or sister sins, let us 
support and encourage them, not their 
sin. 

It is sad when people can go to Al
coholics Anonymous or Weiglit Watch-

Neglected Principles of Christian Discipline ALVIN H. PRICE 

There are several neglected principles 
which apply to disciplinary attempts in 
the family, the churcll, the Christian col
lege, and other institutions that seek to 
be "Christian" in the conduct of their af
fairs. The principles are especially ap
plicable to those with the designated 
role of leading and counseling. Before 
final and strict disciplinary actions are 
taken, the following should exist. 

Openness to listen. Life in a Christian 
environment should include an atmo
sphere of openness-the knowledge and 
the assurance that fellow members will 
sympathetically listen to any problem or 
question. It should not be the case that 
when one confesses faults or raises 
sensitive questions, the consequences 
are more harmful than good. Though the 
confession may be "snacking," the re
sponse should not be pharisaical huff. 

Absolute confidentiality. It requires a 
special ability to be able to keep infor
mation in total confidence. Counselors 
should not be in this designated role 
who lack this professional quality. A per
son should ask before revealing personal 
information, "Under what circumstances 
would you tell others anything I might tell 
you?", "What are four policies of con
fidentiality?'', "Wil you use my case as 
an illustration in a sermon, discussion 
topic among colleagues or in a class, or 
revealed in a book, etc.?" 

There are many younger persons and 
many older persons who know they have 
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a serious sin problem they would like 
to overcome but fail to seek help be
cause they don't feel they will receive 
an understanding and caring ear and fear 
that what they reveal will not be held 
in absolute confidence. 

Availability of help. Sometimes there 
needs to be the recognition that one 
is incapable of adequately helping 
another overcome or understand a par
ticular problem. In such cases referrals 
should be made to an appropriate, pro
fessional and qualified source. Often this 
is not the case because of the feeling 
that one must maintain their position ol 
power, ego strength, or· the "purity" of 
the institution. Our concept of helping 
is sometimes like the Good Samaritan 
arousing the beaten man out of his un
consciousness and simply telling him to 
11go home and read Phil. 4:11; it'll do 
you a lot of good." 

Expectation of progress. Often sanc
tions are quick and narsh. The severity 
of the offense, of course, is an im
portant factor. However, many a life has 
been forever lost because there was· no 
opportunity provided that allowed the 
time and guidance necessary to progress 
in the direction of desirable change. 
Jesus didn't condemn but allowed one 
to "go and sin no more." Patient guid
ance and loving concern may "save a 
soul from death and hide a multitude of 
sins." 
456 Galbraith, Henderson, TN 38340 

ers and share their faults, but in the 
church we have to hide our faults, our 
shortcomings, our failures, our sins; lest 
we get shot down by our brethren who 
are so "loving" and 11forgiving." The 
church is the only group I l<now which 
shoots its wounded! And we claim it in 
the name of Jesus Christ who died for 
us! When will we ever learn? 

So let us take inventory. Are we lis
tening to one another? Do we try to 
bind up wounds or cut deeper? Do we 
encourage people to share their hearts 
or go off in the corner and hurt by them
selves? The church is still a 11hospital for 
sinners, not a hotel for saints!' Let us 
deal with the sinner like jesus. "Woman, 
where are they? Did no one condemn 
you?" And she said, "No one, Lord." 
And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn 
you; ~o your way; from now on sin no 
more. ' Let us ''Keep ourselves in the 
love of God, waiting anxiously for the 
mercy of our Lord jesus Christ to eternal 
life. And have mercy on some, who are 
doubting; save others, snatching· them 
out of tile fire; and on some have mercy 

(Continued on page 12) 

How Little Is Too Big? 
WYATT SAWYER 

When does a church of Christ get too 
big? 1,500 members? 2,000? 3,000? 
10,000? 25,000? Horrors! 

Mark 16:15-16. Do we believe it or 
not? Could we live with it if it happened? 
Imagine, all the wofld in Chnst! All 

·Christians! How would we house them 
for worship? 

The world's population is 4,500,000,-
000 That's four and one-half BILLION! 
Big bunch of people! 

Suppose we bunched the Lord's 
church into convenient sizes of 1,000 
members each. Know how many con
gregations we'd need? 4,500,000. 
Four million five hundred thousand 
1,000 member churches. Is 1,000 too 
large? 

Or, suppose we stepped the number 
up a bit. Say they were all 10,000 mem
bers in size. Is that too large? It would 
take 450,000 congregations around the 
world to take care of the world's needs. 

Maybe that's too many buildings. 
Economy dictates we house more in one 
place and cut expenses. So, we go to 
100,000 memberships. Is that size bet
ter? It would take only 45,000. 

45,000 is about what we have in con
gregations around the world today. May
be fhat's enough! 

BUT ... we nave only about 3,000,000 
members (we hope). That gives us an 
average of 662/3 members for each of our 
45,000 congregations. That's not even a 
good start on Mark 16:15-16, is it? 

MAYBE WE OUGHT TO START 
THINKING BIGGER! 

THE LORD OBVIOUSLY DID! 
How little is too BIG? 

1701 Oakhurst Scenic Dr., Fort Worth, 
Texas 76111 
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Preaching to the Church DAVID L. PHILLIPS 

There is growing concern about the 
kind of message fieing preached from 
our pulpits and its impact on the 
church. If it is true that the church moves 
in harmony with the message and at
titude which flows from' the pulpit, then 
our attitudes and actions are a resu It of 
what we preach. At least to some de
gr~e, our decline in growth, Jack of 
umty, and lack of personal commitment 
has resulted from a pulpit where there 
has not been a proper balance of con
tent and reality. 

Content without Reality 
Content without reality is speaking to 

people from the Bible, but failing to 
SJ?eak to the needs of people from the 
B1ble. If t~e pulpit is obli&ed to speak in 
terms of 1ssue, others fau•ts, or nonbib
lical tradition, the listeners will tend to 
b~. issue minded, fault finding, and tra
dition bound. It is possible to speak 
words of truth but never speak the 
proper emphasis of the truth. Consider 
the preacher who preached on witch
craft. What he said was true, but it did 
not speak to the needs of his listeners. 
He had content, but no reality. Too fre
qu.e!ltly our message has not met the 
spmtual need.s of the cong~egation. 

We are guilty of preachmg the right 
message to !he wrong people, when in 
our assemblies we center our preaching 
and !ea~hing toward unbelievers or de
nommat•onal people. Our brethren who 
hear this constantly struggle against sin 
in their live~ ~ithout any e~couragement 
t? grow spmtually and Without incen
tives to change their lives. This may be 
why the church has been plagued with 
disunity and a Jack of love for one 
another. The emphasis of our pulpits has 
been outward toward others, rather than 
inwar~ t?ward ourselves. Jesus spoke 
of th1s mward emphasis which must 
characterize Christians in Lk. 18:10-14. 
Th~ principle in this passage is that our 
rehg1on must cause us to see ourselves 
and our needs. 

Again in 1 Cor. 14:26, we learn that 
our assembly should be directed toward 
Christians, not unbelievers. How often 
do we have gospel meetings, invite the 
brethren, and then preach to people 
who are not there? And how often do 
we preach to brethren who are faithful 
about brethren who are not faithfuJ7 
This is not to say we should not war~ 
brethren against unfaithfulness and false 
teaching. Our exhortation however 
should be an inward examination of our~ 
selves. 

Cof!tent without reality can also be 
seen m another way. Content without 
reality is preaching information but not 
transformation. It is speaking of commit
ment to truth, but not to practice. It is 
difficult to read the Bible without quickly 
seeing that Christianity must touch our 
daily walk of life. The message must be 
brought down from the pulpit and into 
the lives of the listeners. 

Baptism loses its reality if it means 
something only to our mind, but not 
something about how we live. It is es-

sential because God commanded it. It 
is also essential because it means we 
have died to sin. 

Doctrine is meaningless if it only 
means a belief that we embrace intel
lectually, but does not govern how we 
act in relation to God and others. Paul 
exhorts Christians to practice what they 
had "both learned and received and 
heard." 

In Ro. 2:21-24, God was appalled that 
the Jews would preach against im
morality while practicing immorality. 
We cannot be satisfied with a religion 
that permits us to oppose immorality in 
our teaching, but accept it in our daily 
lives. We must preach by what we are 
as much as by what we say. 

Reahty without Content 
Perhaps the greatest danger of content 

without reality is that content becomes 
meaningless. Our doctrine loses its 
power when our Jives are void of doc
trinal application. It is hard to keep 
people committed to cold orthodoxy, an 
orthodoxy that has no bearing on daily 
!ife. But it is harder to keep any mean
mgful content at all in Christianity when 
the practical implications of content are 
missing. 

The great importance of biblical con
tent must be emphasized in preaching, 
~ot just content. If the Bible addresses 
Itself to men's problems, then it is im
possible to preach to the needs of the 
church without preaching the biblical 
message. Biblical preaching is defined by 
Donald G. Miller as "exploring the truth 
contained in God's word; laying it open, 
putting it forth where people may get 
hold of it." We preach biblically when 
we teach what the text teaches. It is 
easy to claim to be biblical by reading a 
text from the Bible giving it some par
ticular emphasis without regard to the 
message that the writer intended for us 
to receive from the text. · 

An example of this can be seen in jn. 
2; jesus at the marriage feast. We often 
spend an entire class period trying to 
decide whether or not the wine was in
toxicating. When we do, we fail to teach 
the message that Jesus wanted us to 
learn from the passage, therefore real 
content becomes lost or at least dis
torted. This principal of biblical preach
ing is found in Neh. 8:8. 11So they read 
in the book, in the Jaw of God distinctly 
and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading." We must 
realize that the message is far more im
portant than either the messenger or the 
hearer. However well intended, preach
ing cannot bring men to God unless it 
has biblical content. 

The greatest danger of reality without 
content is the drift toward substitutes for 
content. There was an article in Time 
Magazine, (Sept. 1980) suggesting that 
there is an increasing desire for pop 
psychology rather than theology in the 
pulpit. The traits most desired in a min
ister were, "(1) open affirming style; (2) 
caring for persons under stress (with no 
mention of any religious content); (3) 

congregational leadership. To a striking 
extent, many people put appealin~ per
sonal qualities well above traditional 
pastoral concern for doctrine and spir
itual life ... " When content is meaning
less, why not go to be entertained? 

For the Apostle Paul the content of the 
gospel had great implic,ltions in his total 
life. To be sure, Paul affirms that reality 
is meaningless if there i~ no content in 
Christianity, but he also emphasizes that 
there is no meaningful content if there 
is no reality in our life. 

A proper balance is necessary to as
sure that the message is content based, 
but that this content spells out far 
reaching spiritual implications in our 
lives. 
321 W. Tenth St., Belvidere, IL 61008 

----o-
THE ESSENTIAL UNITY OF BELIEF, 

LOVE, AND OBEDIENCE 
(Continued from page 6) 

harmony with his moral absolutes, based 
on the reality of his nature. Because 
man is made in the image of God, he 
was made to operate properly only when 
he lives in harmony with those moral 
absolutes. God created man and he 
knows how man can have a full, com
plete, and happy life. God expresses this 
specifically in his commands. He does 
not give these commands to infringe 
upon our rights or to make us miserable, 
but rather to help us experience the full 
joy of a life lived in harmony with our 
Creator. 

The second reason God's commands 
are not burdensome is expressed in 
verse 4 where John says, "Everyone who 
has been begotten out of God over
comes the world. And this is the victory 
which overcomes the world, namely our 
faith." God's commands are not burden
some to us because we are given the 
power as his children to keep those 
commands. To the world God's com
mands appear intolerably burdensome 
and narrow minded. But this is because 
the people in the world do not ac
knowledge and understand that God is 
our loving Creator who wants us to live 
life to its fullest. Also, in their rebellion 
they do not have the power to live life 
according to God's standards. God's 
commanas are not burdensome to the 
Christian because they are not beyond 
our ability to carry. As his children with 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the 
development of our. self-discipline, we 
can live life on God's standards; we can 
overcome the world. We can experience 
the fullness and the richness God in
tends for us! Where does this power for 
victory come? It comes from our faith in 
the crucified and risen Lord and now 
you see why John's Jetter is circular. We 
have the ability to obey because of our 
faith in Christ. As a result of our faith 
in Christ, we are led to Jove God and 
each other. Out of our love for God and 
each other, we seek to obey God's Jaws 
in order that we might Jive in harmony 
with him and each other. This is the es
sential unity between faith, love, and 
obedience! 

(Continued on page 11) 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY GARY 
BEAUCHAMP AT PEPPERDINE 

UNIVERSITY'S BIBLE LECTURESHIP 

Gary Beauchamp, minister of the Gar
land Road Church of Christ in Dallas, 
Texas, will deliver the keynote address 
April 19 at Pepperdine University's 40th 
Annual Bible Lectureship on the Uni
versity's Malibu campus. 

Beauchamp will join 65 teachers from 
across the United States at Pepperdine's 
lectureship sessions, schedu led Apri l 19 
to 22. More than 5,000 people are ex
pected to attend the four-day event. 

For more information about the lec
tureship, con tact Mrs. Kanet Thomas in 
the Departmen t of Church Services, 
Pepperdine University. 

REGIONAL CHURCH GROWTH 
SE~INAR, OKLAHOMA CITY, 

OKLAHOMA 

The Center for Church Growth and 
Oklahoma Christian College will co
sponsor a Regional Church Growth 
Seminar for church leaders on the Okla
homa Christian College campus, April 
25-27, 1983. The seminar will feature 
eight outstanding church growth leaders 
on the prowam. The seminar begins 
Monday, Apnl 25 at 12:30 p.m. and ends 
Wednesday, April 27 at 12:00 noon. 

For information write the Center for 
Church Growth, P.O. Box 73362, Hous
ton, Texas 77273. After Apri I 18 a late 
fee of $10 will be charged. 

Camper Rally For Christians ?Qi!=.a .....---------- .. ~ 
CROSS is recreation and warm fellowsh ip 
CROSS is a workshor> for winning souls 
CROSS is "people out" winning souls 
CROSS is one week fJune 11-16] 
CROSS is in Springfiel<j. Mo .• this year 
CROSS is a Larry Wcsll Ca•·c/We Care ministry. 

For brocnure : CROSS: P.O. Box 20QO. Wcsll\1onroe. La. 7129-l 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A bwo-y~ar intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A. App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For further 
information--contaet : 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
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~ Conveniently packaged- Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 
sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike ~ppearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing- saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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BELIEF, LOVE, AND OBEDIENCE 
(Continued from page 9) 

The great affirmation of verse 4 is that 
in our faith in the risen lord we have 
overcome the world. The victory we 
have is victory over the world. By use of 
the word "world," John gathers up all of 
the limited, transitory powers which are 
opposed to God and make our obedi
ence difficult, according to B. F. West
cott. Sometimes these are moral pres
sures, the outlook, standards, and 
preoccupations of a Godless, secular 
society. john summed this up earlier in 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride and arrogance of life. We 
are beset by moral pressures from this 
world and the only way we can be vic
torious is by standing firm in our faith 
in the risen lord. 

Sometimes the pressures of the world 
are intellectual; sometimes the world 
calls on us to reject what it perceives 
to a childish and unintellectual faith. 
Sometimes the pressures of the world are 
physical in that the world may use force 
to try to oppose those who are Christians. 
Whatever form the world's assault on the 
church may take, we are assumed that 
the victory is ours. The unshakable con
viction that the jesus of history is the 
divine Christ who came to bring us sal
vation and life enables us to trumph 
over the world. "Confidence in the deity 
of jesus is the one weapon against which 
neither the error nor the evil nor the 
force of the world can prevail" (Stott, 
Epistles of John, p. 175). The Apostle 
john at the close of the first century 
could boldly proclaim that the victory 
did not belong to Rome, the then reign
ing, supreme power, but rather to 
Cfirist and those who are united in faith 
with Christ. And so we too can boldly 
proclaim today that the victory does not 
belong to the. secular, humamstic forces 
in our society. The victory remains with 
the risen jesus Christ and to those who 
will stand firm in their faith in him. The 
one who could be victorious over death 
can be victorious over any other power 
the world may use. 

As I. Howard Marshall has said, "To 
believe that Je.sus has been victorious is 
to have the power that enables us to 
win the battle for we know that our foe 
is already defeated and therefore power
less." To the unregenerate man, the 
power of evil and temptation appears ir
resistible, but to those who have a firm 
belief in jesus, a power is given to en-

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683·1678 

able us to dismiss this appearance or 
irresistible, uncontrollable evil as being 
merely appearance. This faith is not a 
means of escape from conflict, rather, in 
the middle of evil's greatest displar of 
power, the believer is able to cal its 
bluff and proclaim the superior mind of 
Jesus. (Marshall, The Epistles of John, p. 
229.) 

This idea has been expressed so force
fully by Charles Wesley in his hymn, 
"Earth Rejoice, Our lord is King." 

Though the sons of night blaspheme, 
More there are with us than them; 
God with us we cannot fear; 
Fear, ye fiends, for Christ is here! 
lo, to face enli~htened sight, 
All the mountam flames with light; 
Hell is night but God is nigher 
Circling us with hosts of fire. 
At the end of verse 5, the argument 

has come full circle. john has affirmed 
the essential unity of belief, love, and 
obedience as the essential characteristics 
of Christianity. let's sum up John's argu
ment throughout this letter as expressed 
most clearly in this paragraph. Those 
who believe (have faith m) the risen 
Lord are God's children, born from 
above. Those who are God's children 
love God and all of those who are his 
children. God's children express their 
love to God by keeping his command
ments. God's children are enabled to 
keep his commands and overcome the 
world precisely because of their faith 
which makes it possible for them to be 
born of God. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

~ ... _.._.._..._.._..__.._._.,._..._,._.._._ 

t PEWS ••• New and Used ~ 
f Pew Cushions-Pew. Refinishing r 
l Write or call for free estimate. l 
J &REM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
~ JCAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 ~ 

l_._.._~:.~~..-~~~---.-' 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exei.ting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

A two-year curriculum for evangelization among a quarter 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 
DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 

AL HENDERSON, Chairman 
3723 ·34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792·5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build diurches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 
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BEN WEST 
Ben West passed away February 25th, 

1983 at the age of ninety-seven at the 
Sunnyside Nursing Home in Blanco, Tex
as. He preached f rom 1904 to 1964. He 
enjoyed immense ly his preaching years 
and liked to recall the many fine people 
he met. 

Born in Blanco, Texas, November 26th, 
1885, he began to p reach while in high 
school. He preached his first sermon in 
Blanco in 1904. In 1906 he went to Gun
ter Bible College, Gunter, Texas, and 
after 50 years of preaching the gospel in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Miss is
sippi, and Texas, he return ed to preach 
his last years where he began. Brother 
West was the first " located" preacher in 
Houston, .Texas. 

Brother West is survived by his wife 
of 50 years, Sister Marjorie West, who 

resides at Rt. 1, Box 60, Blanco, Texas 
78606. Dan Pitts 

"WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?" 
(Continued from page 8) 

with fear, hating even the garment pol
luted by the flesh." 

Yes, brethren, let us learn to " hate 
the garment pollu ted by the flesh" and 
love the sinner. Because that w ill "cover 
a multitude of sins." 

What shou ld you expect out of Chris
tians? Love and forgiveness! Let us give 
what is so desperately needed-love 
and forgiveness-and not what is de
served. The world is wa iting for us to 
show them what Jesus is really like! 
Truly the cross is the expression of love 
and forgiveness. " Go thou and do l ike
w ise." 
211 East B, Waurika, Oklahoma 73573 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1601 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Box 399 (Beamsvi lle) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SlAVIC lANGUAGES 

Presenrs 

A four-year language, culrure and Oible training program ro prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around rhe world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

- Elementary Ul~roinion 
- Introduction to Ul~roinion 

Literature 
- Ul~roinion Civilization 
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Contact 
J. r\icl~ Pinczul~. Director 

Great Lol~es Christian College 
Depr. of 51ovic Languages 
P. Q.[lox J99. !leomwille 

Onrorio. Canada LOR 1 0 0 
Phone ( 416) 563·7641 or(416) 56J·5J74 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM ! 

Th• AMEN Mtml lly worlls ""'' " ' ' • •thful cong reg~l • ons o r rhe 
cnurcnes or Cnuat wnose membe''S on m•htary rnsr•Ui hons 
•Otlchrftde lte w••ttng 10 nero your ro..-eo ones - u !hey have 
helped """' '"' the SPtHh1a J and phystc ar ,eeG, or rnousands ot 
olhers duuno rne o.a st ,,..,.years Tn•s ser\t•ce •• ,,. • • 

Senct "'tme, comoltte addrus onone ancs mtltl ary •nsranar•on. 
l nd sou•rual conchhon. tl l>.nown aJong wtrn you' name 1nd ao
C:Ireu to 

AMEN 
WHITE 'S FEAAY AOAD 
C HURCH OF CHAJST 

Bo• 2000 
Weal Monroe, Louls •• n• 71291 

Am~rican Mili tary Evangelizing Nniona 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SIDNE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 76566 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

51 2-399-5565 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 27-July 1 
Inspira tiona l lecture series combined 
wi th tours to his torical and cultural 
si tes in the Philade lphia area. Great 
C hris tian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "To Live 
is Christ" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Mike Anglin Phillip Morrison 
Jan Bell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Terry Bell Ira North 
Alice Browning J. M. Powell 
Stanley Maiden Larry Roberts 

Wil C. Goodheer, Director 

·-----------------------------------, ' Please send a brochure with full details 
abour the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address ---------- -
Streer 

Ciry S ta te Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265- 1585 
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WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 
anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• ~ c~' 

~0\) 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

~~~ 
(f.'-~'~6 CONTACT US: 

~c 
~ cP OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

0 
,t-t-"'1\ Dept. FF 

~o~ P. 0 . Box IBC 
o'-(f.'~ Florence, AL 35630 

~ ~ 1-800-982-4807 or 
~0 1-205-766-6610 

13 [249] 



NORTHWESTERN CHURCH 
lEADER DIES 

PORTLAND, Ore.-The church in the 
Western states lost a loving servant 
Feb. 16, when Paul King died after suf
fering a massive stroke. · 

At his death King was serving as an 
elder for the Peninsula congregation in 
Portland, and as director of church re
lations at Columbia Christian College, 
also in Portland. 

With his wife, Fern, King devoted 
many years to Christian education. Be
fore taking Columbia's church relations 
post in 1982, King worked 12 years as 
the coll ege's director of admissions . He 
came to Portland from Mal ibu, Calif., 
where he served four years as dean of 
men for Pepperdine University. 

He also taught re li gion and psy
chology courses at Pepperdine. His .own 
academic training came at Ab1 ~ene 
Christian University, where he rece1ved 
a bach elor's degree in Bible in 1950, and 
at Sacramento State College, where he 
earned a master's degree in psychology 
in 1966. 

After graduating from Abi lene Chris
tian, King preacned for Churches of 
Christ in Compton, Merced, Sacramento, 
Stockton and Yuba City, Calif. 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SElECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1·800-442-8935 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to f ull t ime workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Chri st, with continuous enroll· 
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 
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Contact: 

Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947·5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

King was born Sept. 23, 1923, in Celt, 
Mo., to Jonathan and Ida Mae King. He 
attended school in Doniphan, Mo., 
w here he met his w ife, the former Fern 
I. Griffin. They were married Sept. 23, 
1943. 

In addition to his wife, King is sur
vived by his son, Richard, Portland; and 
his brothers, Othel, Clearlake, Calif.; 
Oval, Doniphan, Mo.; and Guy, St. 
Louis, Mo. He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Judy, in 1963. 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY! ! ! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

- approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000 to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 

421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

MINISTER'S SERMON SEMINAR 
May 23-26, 1983 

The goal of the Sermon Seminar, sponsored by the Institute for Christian Studies, 
is to aid the minister in developing preaching material. The Seminar will not just 
offer sermon outlines, but will also consider preaching in terms of sermons on par
ticular texts. An emphasis of the seminar is the process by which biblical texts can be 
made applicable to today's world. 

Participants and topics for the Sermon Semin:tr will be as follows : 

Acts of The Apostles Tony Ash 
Ephesians Bob Hendren 
Galatians J:tmcs Thompson 
Exodus Paul Watson 
Preaching to Human Needs Lanny Henninger 
Preaching to This Current Age Rex Kyker 
Preaching on Wealth Allan McNicol and Michael Weed 

"Preaching on Wc-Jlth" will be an optional seminar on Tuesday and W ednesday 
afternoons. Enrollment will be limited to 20 persons. Advance preparation materials 
will be sent to participants. 

The Sermon Seminar will begin on Monday eve
ning, May 23 and conclude on Thursday, May 26. 
Cost for the entire seminar including six meals, is 
$50.00. There is a $10.00 deposit required (re· 
fundable until May 15). Housing for three 
nights will be provided at no extra d1arge 
either in Tower Manor apartments or in 
homes of University Avenue Church 
members. 

For further information 
please write: 

Ministers Sermon Seminar 
Institute for Christian Studies 
1909 University Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78705 
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Tbree Days 'With Top Leaders in Church Growth . ... 

THE REGIONAL CHURCH GROWTH SEMINAR 
An intensive study· of church growth principles and practices, and how to apply them in your congrega
tion. 

SEMINAR IDGHLIGHTS: 

• You will be introduced to the latest trends in church growth research. 
• You will learn how to turn around a declining church. 
• You will discover new and effective ways to reach your inactive members. 
• You will study proven principles of effective evangelism. 
• You will learn the essential ingredients of leadership for growing churches. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT TmS SEMINAR: 
"Every preacher and elder should attend this seminar." 

Reuel Lemmons, Editor, Firm Foundation 
"I received more practical help from this seminar than any other lect~reship or workshop I have ever at
tended. Worth far more than what it cost." 

Neal Hays, Minister, Rayville, Louisiana 
"I have attended many seminars, workshops and lectureships and your program surpassed all I have at
tended." 

Larry Roberts, Minister, Odessa, Texas 

TOP CHURCH GROWTH LEADERS WHO APPEAR AT THESE SEMINARS INCLUDE •••• 
Dr. Joe Barnett, President, 
Pathway Evangelism 
Mr. Reuel Lemmons, Editor, 
Firm Foundation 
Mr. Tim E. Matheny, Associate Director, 
Center for Church Growth 

Mr. Randy Mayeux, Minister, 
Long Beach, California 
Dr. Joe D. Schubert, Executive Director, 
Center for Church Growth 
Dr. Flavil Yeakley, Chairman, Speech 
Dept., University of Tulsa 

••• and others 

Please send additional information about the upcoming Seminars listed below: 

D April25-27, 1983-0klahoma City, Oklahoma 

D July 11-13, 1983-Los Angeles, California 

D October 17-19, 1983-Nashville, Tennessee 

D December 5-7, 19 83-Houston, Texas 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ __ 

Mailing Address; ___________________________________________ _ 

City ________________________ State. ________ Zip·-------

Send to: Center for Church Growth 
P.O. Box 73362 
Houston, Texas 77273 
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SPANISH CHRISTIAN SEEKS HELP IN 
ESTABLISHING FULL-TIME MINISTRY 

Manuel Garcia, 36, converted through 
Spain's Herald of Truth radio program, 
is seeking financial help from. American 
churches in starting a full-time ministry 
in the town of Fuenlabrada. 

Garcia seeks $500 per month to sup
port himself and his famil y. The church 
m Madrid has already bought a meeting 
place for the new congregation. 

juan Monroy, speaker for Herald of 
Truth in that country, said the most 
pressing need the Spanish church faces· 
today is a lack of full-time workers to 
lead the 33 congregations in Spain. 

Churches interested in this mission 
work are invited to write juan Monroy at 
the following address: Apdo. 2029, Ma
drid (2) Spain. 

Harvey Childress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardson, TX 75080. "I just returned 
from a meeting/workshop at Sedona, 
AZ. doing the work of our "Strengthen
ing Mission Churches" ministry. We held 
seven services from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening, and laid out a plan by 
which the church there can grow from 
20 members to 80 members in five years, 
and thus become self-supporting. Our 
mission churches in the U. S. and Canada 
should grow from dependency to in
dependency in five to ten years, and if 
they don' t there is someth ing wrong. 
We built five mission churches in our 
work, and the average time it took to 
begin with a few and become self
supporting is six years. We have a plan 
that wi ll do it. If mission churches that 
are stalemated will write to me at the 
above address we will work with them 
on their program. We are so thankful for 
the backing of the Waterview church of 
Christ in Richardson for supporting us 
to help mission churches." 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benetits 
contact 

The Direotol'-8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1·806·792-lUDl 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

(214) 526·7715 or write: 
ston Road School of Preaching 

6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST. 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial , growing outreach work now 
seek a mature , ex pe rie nced evangelis t to gro w with them to a 
fu ll ness in Christ. Are you inte rested in prima rily devoting your 
tim e to an evangelis tic thru st a kin to that d escribed in I Cor. 
9 : 16-22? Would you be challe nged by an opportunity to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4 : 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2:1-2, 24-25? Wo uld you like to ta ke you r tum with the con
gregation's o ther me n to nou rish th e flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer ··yes." ro rhese quesrions. please submit your re-
sume. curriculum virae. and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction , Colorado 8150 1 

CHURCHES 01' CHRIST 
NATION WIDE and NATION WIDE 

Chl'istian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City. CA 95959 
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Or . Paul Faulkner 11 a Pro tusor o t Bible 11 Ab1lene Chnulan Umve~ 
uty. Along with Or . Cui Brecheen, he h.eJ preseoted the Marrt191 
Enuchment Sem1nar to thouMil<h •n ov11 26 stiles aod three foft•On 
countrit!'.l, Or. Faulkner i1 • popular youth 1peaket 11nd w1ll be on the 
Satuufly Youth Rilly progr11m , 

J1m Oldl:son is the S•n;l~n M.nnttr at Htghland Oak5 end IJ 1 moll 
talented speaker. J1n1 obtained a MeJ~trs degrn in Religion 1nd Btble 
from A.C.U. and has ~rved the congr~tion~ 11 Trent , TCJCI$ 15 Pulph 
Mlnltllr .-.d at Overland Park, Kamas. a Youth Min111tt. J1m Will 
be on the Sa turd.-, Youth Rally P'09'*"'· 

Wilb41ft Montgomery it the mou PfDIIt1c 1unnmg b8ck o l all ume 1n 
collt9fl tootball . While a t A.C.U .• Wilbert s.et the all um«~, aU college 
~co11ng record o l 76 touchdowns a nd th•t ··ecor d u ill 1111\lh, He is now 
a membe't o f the Ptulldelph .. Eegfn and n conllnu.lly a le.Mfing rusher 
1n the Jugue. Wtlbtrt profeues h11 fa,th and lr-n1 h1t dechauon 
wtwuver he p t . Ha will bt spe.11kmg o n Sund•v mormng d uung the 
9:00 u .m . Btble Cltnl hour. 

Gene Stalhngs is the dtfamtva backfield eoach lor thl Dallas Cowboy' 
and h the tUJOn the .-oondary perform$ ouUtlndingly. Hen recog· 
mzed IS 1 mast tr motivator of people. HIS ~nteguty wat d1t~ayed 
r•c:.ntly when he w;u htghly rtc:ru1ted fo r a head coachmg pos1t10n 
but pol•toly deitmed the offer . lllUlng he wu H1ll under cor11r1ct w1th 
the Cowboy5. Coach Stallings i1 a popular IJM!Iker a t youth raii1H 
and w1ll 51)Uk 11 the Suntt.y, 10:00a.m. B•ble Clan. 

lt1<hng 1.1ng.ng w1fl be Ray Wilker. long •dent1hld wtth the popultt 
JoUidma•res, Former ly the s.ong leader lor the Madrwn Church of 
Chrin in Mad1son. TennMs.H, Rl'/ has led smgii\Q a t youth ralhe5 and 
churdl.,.,u all~erou tht country. 

Spend an exciting twenty-five hours in Big "D" with Coach Gene Stall ings, 
Wilbert Montgomery. O r. Paul Faulkner, Jim Dickson , Ray Walker and over 
1,000 teenagers as guests of the Highland Oaks Church of Christ. This weekend 
will provide a ve ry positive experience for your teens. They will be exposed to 
some highly v1sible Chris tian role models that will motivate the teens to a 
deeper spi ritual growth commitment. 

Make your plans now to attend the BIG "0" YOUTH WEEKEND beginning 
at 2:30p.m. on Saturday, Apri l 30th and concluding ot 3:00p.m. on May 1st, 
Sunday. Members o f the Highland Oaks Church of Christ will house all of our 
visttors on Sat urday evening and the Sunday noon meal will be provided on 
the premises of the new Highland Oaks facility. Make your reservations by 
re turning the attached postcard. Please do this as soon as possible and help 
us make adequate arrangements for your group. 

I promise a great spiri tual fc<Jst for your teenagers that will include close 
fellowship. spiritual growth, thought provoking messages and lots of singing. 1 
solicit your prayers for the Lord's blessings upon this weekend so His name will 
be glorif ied and lifted up, I hope to see you in Big .. 0 ... 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

APRIL 30 

''TUE SERPENT AND THE LAMB'' 

2:30- Weleomt and Smging 

3:00- .. Tht Serpent" 

Spukar - J 1m Dickson 

4 ;00 - FHdtJack Oncu»10n Groups led by 

Oallat A1ea Youth Min11teu 

5:00 - ''The lamb" 

SPNker- Dr. Paul Faulkner 

5:45 - Slle:CIIll Cho ral/ vuual flretentatlon 

DallaS' Christian thgh School Choru' 

8:30 -Group Smgu"191ed by Ray Walker 

Because o f HIM, 

/jJt~ 
Ed Mosier 
Youth Minis ter 

SUNDAY MORNING 

MAY 1 
GR EAT DAY IN MAY 
8:00 - Wo uh1p !itfll ice, main euduorium 

Spelker - Ira North 
9 :00 - B•blt Clau. Uke H19hl1nd1 Jr . High 

Auditortum 
Speaker - Wilbert Mo nlgomety 

10:00- Btb~ Clan. l eke H•ghlandt J r. H1Sifl 
Audt1011um 
S1*'ker - Coach Gene Stallings 

11:00- Wot·lhlp Senlice. ma•n auditOrium 
$puktr - J oe S.m.,t 

12:00 - Otnlllr on t"'- Grounds 
1:15- Ftnuly Smgen, rnatn auJ•torium 
1 :35- Joint Presentations by Christian Co flege 

Sinolng Groups 
2 :00- Sing~ng led by R1y Wilker 
2:30 - Wonh•p- Jot Bamett, Ira NOt'th. 

l andoo Saundtn, P1ul Faulkntf 
3:00 - Otsm•u 

HIGHLAND OAKS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
K ingsle y at Plano a nd Hwy. 635 

Dallas, Texas 

YOUR PARTICIPATION WILL MAKE OUR DAY COMPLETE 

INTERPRETATION FOR THE DEAF AT ALL YOUTH AND AUDITORIUM ACTIVITIES 



BOOKS ..9-n feview 
THE OTHER GOSPELS. Ron Cameron. 

Westminster Press. 191 pp. $11.95 
Mr. Cameron has gathered a number 

of early w ritings which were rejected in 
the canonization of the Scriptures, but 
which, nevertheless, throw light on cus
toms and beliefs of the early Christian 
era. Some are traditional and highly 
questionable, but others have been 
given real consideration by scholars. The 
author thinks they throw valuable light 
on the customs and practices of the 
early church, and even upon the sayings 
of jesus. 

DRAWN TO CHRIST. Avon & David 
Malone. Howard Book House. 96 
pp. $6.95 

The two. sons of joe Malone, famed 
artist and preacher, have produced a 
biography of their dad that is worth your 
reading. A convert from Roman Catholi
cism, joe Malone began his public life as 
a cartoonist for the Dallas Times-Herald. 
He mixed audible preaching w ith his 
unique talent to draw in a combined 
mimstry that has blessed the church in 
many ways throu~h a lifetime. His work, 
done mostly grat1s, has blessed the ef
forts of colleges, orphans homes, church 
bulletins, churches and many other 
causes. Buy a copy. You' ll like 1t. Com
plete with many of Joe's cartoons. 

FACING NUCLEAR WAR. Donald Kray-
bill. Herala Press. 307 pp. $8.95 

An eloquent w riter, from the ranks of 
a peace-loving people-the Mennon ites 
-rubs our noses in the i ssue of why am 
I not spending more energy and time in 
a fight for peace? It is a sensible look 
at nuclear war, and it will disturb you. 
But hope is held out that faith can con
quer where bombs cannot. 

PROFILES OF RADICAL REFORMERS. 
Hans-Gurgen Goretz. Herald Press. 
280 pp. $9.95 

A study of some less-known leaders 
of the 16th century Reformation . While 
Luther, Calvin and Zwingley are well 
known, others are not so well known. 

Af.tu,.. C!,;,,;.. Undergraduate 
C I / ( D I & Graduate 
Jchoo o l\e1i9ion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A., B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Schollrshtp3 Av11l1ble For Full Time Sruaenrs Oft Ma.n C1mpus 

Gl Appro111Jd. Ott Campus Progr1tN ,. ... ,,,,bit 
Cell Collect for Or. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 

(205) 2n-3s1o 
6020 Atlont• Hlghwoy, Montgomery, AL 36117 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more ef fective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-01 20 
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To understand the forces at work in the 
Reformation one needs the input of 
these leaders as well. This collection of 
biographies is valuable in any library. 

BASEBALL, BAPTISMS AND APPLE PIE. 
Cleon Lyles. Gospel Light. 80 pp. 
$2.95 

Written in the inimitable style of 
Cleon Lyles, recounts the experiences 
that helped to shape his life. At the mo
ment they are happening we do not 
recogn ize the events that make such 

Graduation 
1983 

Cap It 
w ith a Gift Book 

from Baker! 

deep impressions, but after the years 
pass they stand out. Th is is one of the 
most readable l ittle books we have seen. 
It speaks a language fami liar to every 
sou as he looks back at the little things 
in fi fe that turned out to be so im
portant to his making. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, pleaso be sure to dnclude the prioe. 

All booka reVIewed here may be purehued from 
the F irm Foundation Publis hing House. Please add 
$1.00 for poatage and handling on orden of $10.00 
or lesa; 10% on order. over $10.00. 

CONGRATULATIONS A Graduation Remembrance, by Louis 0 . Coldwell. A new gill 
book of guidance and help, by the oulhor of Tassel books $4.95 (New!) 

CHOOSING YOUR CAREER The Christian Decision Manual, by Martin Clark. New 
insights by on experienced Christian counselor. Paper, $3.95 (New!) 

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for High School Graduates, by Louis 0. 
Coldwell. A classic graduation gift book - almost three-quorlers of a million in 
print! $3.95 

ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for College Graduates, by Louis 0 . 
Coldwell. Filled wilh sound advice ond practical ins<ghls. $3.95 

DIRECTIONS A Gift Book for Graduates, by Leroy Koopman Sound, scriptural 
advice lo al l graduates. $4.95 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE, by William J. Krulzo. Mus<ngs and thoughls lor the 
graduate. $4.95 

GOOD MORNING, LORD, Senes. $3.95 each. G1ft Style 
Devotions tor College Students, by L 0 Caldwell Prayers & Promises tor Teens. by Morgorel Shmer 
More Devotions tor Teens, by Paul Morlm Devotions tor Young People, by Poul Morlrn 
Devotions tor Athletes, by Leroy Pollerson Meditations tor Teachers, by Don Momprrze 
Meditations tor College Students. by Leland Mol{ 

DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS, by Nelle VonderArk $4.95 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES, by Rhoda Lapp. $4 .95 
CHALKDUST Prayer Meditations for Teachers, by Elspelh C. Murphy. $4.95 
DATING Guidelines from the Bible, by Scolt Kirby. Paper. $2.95 

MY GRADUATION YEAR, by Robert Marlin. An album style gill book for memories: 
oulogrophs, p1c1ures, elc. $11.95 

GRADUATE'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS, by William Krulzo. $3.95 

YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE, by Don Mollough. Paper. $3.95 

HI! I'M ANN, by Ann Kiemel. Paper, S 1. 75 

SENSE AND NONSENSE, by Rolf Aoseng. Clear. simple, humorous. Paper. $2.50 

YOU'VE REALLY GOT ME, GOD! by Alan Parler. One young person's growlh into 
adulthood. Paper, $1.45 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! by Daniel Seagren. Cord-booklel, wilh envelope. A 
challenge nol only lo celebrate groduolion bul also lo reflect on what this mileslone 
means. S 1.25 

WISE WORDS TO THE GRADUATE, by Roberl Marlin. Cord-booklet, wilh envelope. 
Common -sense advice in easy-to-toke form. $. 95, or $9.50 dozen 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P . 0. BOX 610 AUSTIN, T EXAS 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.60 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregatiou seeldnc preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Retired college English teacher, 62 but not In his 
dotage, 41 years varied preaching experience, desires 
to work witll a Texas church, large or small, preferably 
in the Hill Country or the Austin and San Antonio 
areas. Will consider other areas. Am skilled In exposi
tion of scripture, communication, writing, and develOP.· 
ment of study aids. No hobbles. VIrtually self-supported; 
adequate housing Is chief concern. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. 
Box .1,63,; Br:vson ~ity, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelihm-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training'' 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 988-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
S'OB.T HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
884-6012. Sun. 9:80 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OIIA.THA.M. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-686-6810 or 
201-636-2888. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Ball. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207· 
989-2589, or 868-4888. Visltars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA.Y .&.B.EA. SCJBOOL OF PREACJHING 
11800 DubUn B.oad 

Pleasanton. cautornla 941S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mayf 
Church of Christ, 4847 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawal 
88748. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4890 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
DENVER, COLOIIADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tel e.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLEB-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
HIS IMAGE QUARTET: Professional, acapella gospel 
group Is looking for church, youth, college events. 
P.O. Box 15, Paris, TN 38242 (901) 644..;.,·~1~17;..;;7..;.._~~
EVA.NSVILLE, IND., 220G Ef. Morgan A.ve., 
u.s. 460 East Opposite K-ltfart. Office 4'1'1• 
52'11. Bobby Wade, MID. 4'16-40G6. 
YUHA. ARIZ,, 651 W. 28th St. Sunda.y-

10, 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'160 
TIMEX SINCLAIR 1000 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE for churches and leaders. Send 
for free catalog: 2716 Colo. Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 

Relirement Approachlngl 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal cli
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
A'rl"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Dinuba Church of Christ 
needs a full time preacher. Three-bedroom home 
furnished. Send resume, references and a taped ser
mon. Dinuba Church of Christ, Attention lohn Nevins, 
P.O. Box 606, Dinuba, Ca. 93618. Te ephone no. 
209-591-0172 between 9-12 a.m. MTWTF. 
&LA.SKA. - A.NCJHORA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Ba.rr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
Let ua print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where YDU worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free 
sample directory, Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 96608 OT 
call (916) 886.S778. 

Gospel preacher 'needed by a small congregation in 
Ke.ntville, Nova Scotia, Canada to W?rk together with 
Bnan and Betty (Donop) Garnett. Th1s is a new work 
(six years old) with great potential. Partial support 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
GOSPEL MUSIC: Albums, cassettes & 8 tracks. Avail
able for spiritual listening. Lancaster Music, P.O. Box 
15, Paris, TN 38242. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSINC, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 8 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 468-6362 
PREACHER NEEDED 

The Church of Christ In Wahiawa, Hawaii Is In need 
of a full-time preacher-minister. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary, fringe benefits, 
and are willing to bear the expense of moving Items 
of necessity. Individuals Interested In working In a very 
challenging, exciting and rewarding area, please send 
a current resume with minimum of five references, a 
tape of recent sermons and a family picture to the 
Church of Christ In Wahiawa, 1881 california Avenue, 
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786. 
SINGLE PREACHER desires full time work any where 
in America. Howard Lochrie, age 52, 1426 Donnelly 
Street, Mount Dora, FL 32757. 1·904-383-7327. Partial 
support required. 

~~6~ ~~~Ebe~n Buna>~;~e~rt;EJon~r~~u~~~gRiif~0~~ 
cellent condition, $1,000.00 firm. Alpine Church of 
Christ, Longview, Texas, Ph. 214 758-0161. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
3 buses available. Two 1965 models and one 1966. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 276, Fort Morgan, CO 
80701 or call Bill Johnston, 303-867-2865. 
Former ACU professor desires part-time or fill-In 
preaching within reasonable distance of Austin. (512) 
451-1162. 
I am a gospel preacher who has partial support to 
work witll a small congregation witJJ growth potential 
located in the South. call (817) 893·5852. 
SCHOOL BUS WANTED. Abilene Christian University 
needs a late-model bus in excellent condition: 40-50 
passenger, automatic, gas or diesel, school SJ)ecs. Con· 
tact Ralph Monroe, ACU Station, Box 7693, Abilene, TX 
79699. 915/677-1911, Ext. 2246. Also, we routinely 
have for sale used 15-passenger vans. 
WANTED: Full time minister for small congregation 
located in Spiro, Okla. near Ft. Smith, Ark. Have three 
bedroom home. Can pay up to $225.00 a week to 
right person. Prefer middle aged man with personal 
work experience. Mission field with great potentials. 
Contact Church of Christ, P.O. Box 458, Spiro, Okla. 
74959 or call Leroy Could 918·962·2248 or Thomas F. 
Ferguson at 918-962-3888. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Fouada.UOA 
trlea to •creeta advertlaiDg, BD4 wiD not 
knowingly take queatlonable advertf81Dg. 
But lt ill the reader'• respoDSibWty to ID• 
vestJgate. Like BDY other paper, we •ome
tlmes unwittingly ruD. BD unworthy a4. 
As the old sa)"bag pea. before you baveat. 
IDve.UJratel 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1·800·531·5227 

Texas Residents 1 ·800·252·91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

THIRD ANNUAL TEXOMA ELDERS' SEMINAR 
"ELDERS: ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN" 

Aprill6, 1983 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. 

Speakers: Roger Hawley, Greenlawn Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
Darvin Keck, Quail Springs Church of Christ, Oklahoma City, OK 
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Friendship Evangelism 

jesus one time admonished his disciples to make 
friends with unrighteous mammon. Regardless of what 
else he might have had in mind, we think he was teach
ing his disciples that they should show a friendly spirit 
toward those whom they hoped to evangelize. 

We have not always been noted for being a people 
with a loving, friendly disposition. In fact, our attitude 
has often been such that others might have suspected 
that we were all baptized in vinegar. If Christianity is as 
great as we claim it is, we should be presenting a sharing 
attitude rather than one of confrontation and combat. 

love for Christ, and faith in him, is the key to suc
cessful evangelism, and to the abundant life. The image 
the church should present to the world is one of con
fession rather than confrontation. Real response to God's 
love should not make us want to double up our fists. 

A little leaven might leaven the whole lump if we 
went to our neighbors with an open heart rather than a 
squared jaw. Converting people is a great opportunity; 
not a grim duty. We should be preaching friendship 
evangelism and taking an interest in the lost for his 
soul's sake. We have been too much interested in win
ning religious arguments rather than in winning souls. 

If even the religious world views us as an adversary, 
rather than a helpful friend, we will have difficulty con
vincing it that the view we hold is right. Did you ever 
try to lead a mule with a two by four in your hand? 

We will always have to be satisfied with a convert 
here and there, when we might influence people move
ments toward the truth if we showed the disposition of 
a friend. The philosophy upon which we have operated 
has kept the church from reaching its tru~ potential. 
Christian evangelism is not a gladiatorial contest, nor 
even a spectator sport. It is a beco"ming all things to all 
men so that perchance we might win some. 

Where are the Andrews who bring their friends, and 
who are friendly, and who make their friends feel the 
warm influence of righteous souls on the way to heaven? 

just as belligerent is the attitude ·of congregations 
in the same city to each other. Can't we realize that we 
are all one body?· What hurts one of us hurts us all. Very 
little effort is being put forth to make members of one 
congregation even acquainted with the saints in another 
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congregation. How can they love those whom they have 
not seen, do not know, and have not been taught to 
care about? 

When three or four congregations merge to build a 
church house in the shadow of an existing sister con
gregation something is drastically wrong. Whe~ the only 
concern a congregation has for the trouble a s1ster con
gregation is going through is how many members they 
may pick up from the fallout, something is wrong. When 
congregations grumble about the growth of one or more 
congregations in th,eir midst, something is wrong. ~hen 
preachers are jealous of each other, or congregations 
either, something is wrong. 

It seems that the same belligerent spirit we have 
shown to the people we are trying to convert also 
exists between congregations of the same faith in the 
same town. We are not in competition with each other. 
We have the same faith and the same task-· and we all 
have the same Lord. The sp1rit of love and cooperation 
between congregations could greatly strengthen the 
church. It might also have a salutary effect upon those 
outside. 

Members of the body are not in competition with each 
other. Brother set against brother in a congregation 
simply expends energy that should be better spent fight
ing the devil. Dedicated Christians joyfully doing their 
work is a beautiful sight, but brethren striving for pre
eminence and competing with each other for power is 
obnoxious. 

There is no way for an ugly spirit not to show. It ad
vertises itself in bold type. If we want to experience 
Christianity, like the first century church experienced it, 
we will strive for zealous, conscientious, dedicated 
Christians joyfully doing their work in love. It takes more 
than Sunday morning pew-packers to make a strong 
church. 

Before people really change their ways-and their 
image-they must first change their hearts. One doesn't 
have to compromise his convictions to show a friendly 
spirit. He doesn't have to tolerate error to show con
cern. It might be good to learn that drop of honey will 
attract more flies than a gallon of gaU. 
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Jesus and Masculinity 
"Masculinity." What is that? Most peo

ple tend to associate it with muscular 
physiques, nerves of steel, bravado, ag
gressive business sense, ability to charm 
the ladies, or any combination of such 
traits. Is this the kind of thing that iden
tifies a "real man"? 

God created man and woman. Who, 
then, can define masculinity or femininity 
with more credibility or authority? And 
as Christ comprehensively represents the 
essence of God, doesn't it make sense 
that there could be no better example of 
real "masculinity" than Jesus himself? 
So the traits seen in jesus' life are those 
which would make one a "REAL man." 
Let's look at a few snapshots from his 
lifestyle and see how the world's (and 
sometimes our) ideas of "masculinity" 
compare. 

In Mark 1:21-28, Jesus fits what most 
of us think of as macho. He's impressive 
and powerful. He can show 'em who's 
boss. He can counter his opponents in 
Matthew 21-22 and John 8. He can stand 
up to top government officials in John 
19:11. And he's physically tough enough 
dear out the temple in Mark 11:15-18. 
So far, so good. 

But watch him in Mark 9:33-37 and 
10:13-16. Taking infants in his arms to 
teach about being childlike and serving. 
A real man-meek? Gentle? Identifying 
with babies? Many males even have 
trouble expressing affection to their 
sons. 

How does a modern man respond 
when his efforts go unnoticed or when 
he has to spend much time with lower
class citizens? Well, jesus enjoyed it and 
gave himself to those folks who needed 
him most, even though it didn't help 
him with the Jesusalem country club set. 
Watch him in Matthew 9:10-13, John 
8:1-11, Mark 5:25-34, Luke 13:10-13 and 
17:11-19. He invests his precious time in 
those who can't really return the favor 
-those whose social status is at best 
doubtful. You don't make it to the top 
of the social register by hanging around 
with Samaritans-but Jesus did that sort 
of thing (John 4:7-26). Then don't forget 
his dealings with men like Zacchaeus 
(luke 19:1-10) and that "sinful woman" 
(luke 7:36-50). If a real man needs to 
make the most of his "connections," 
Jesus evidently flunked his Dale Carnegie 
training. 

Business-oriented males tend to be 
very concerned with drawing attention 
to their bulky resumes in an attempt to 
be noticed by the big wheels. Jesus made 
it dear in Luke 14:7-11 that such priori
ties are the way away from success. He 
suggests that a real man puts himself 
down and lets God do the lifting up 
(compare James 4:1 0). This is how you 
get to the board of directors? Male 
bravado is exposed as superficial when 
Jesus tells us about two men who prayed 
in Luke 18:9-14. 

The 11successful" man often thinks he's 
surpassed the point of doing the mini
mum-wage labor. Menial tasks are for 
menial people, it seems. But Jesus' views 
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differ. In John 13:1-10, Jesus shows that 
the real man shows understanding of 
greatness by stooping down to wash 
others' feet. Being really in control 
means that you learn to be the servant 
(Mark 1 0:35-45). 

Men often tend to be overly proud of 
their achievements and resist others' 
efforts to steal credit or to dfaw atten
tion away. But think of what Paul points 
out in Philippians 2:5-8 about Jesus 
leaving supernal glory-to go where? 
Here. Talk about taking a "less suitable 
position"! With that in mind, it's per
haps easier to see how we're expected 
to be ready to surrender our opinions in 
order to promote unity in the body when 
we read passages such as Romans 14, 
1 Corinthians 8:7-13 and see an embar
rassingly specific example given in I 
Corinthians 6:1-8. These concepts are 
not particularly popular in the everyday 
home. 

What of all our affluence? Does Jesus 
condemn it outright? No. But his own 
lifestyle was quite conspicuously devoid 
of pursuit of current fashion and all the 
latest technological gadgets (Matthew 
8:20). And he did on occasion point out 
that a bulging bankbook can, for some 
of us, be a treacherous liability (Matt. 
19:16-24; d. Matt. 16:24-26). 

One thing that many men like to do is 
emphasize that they are 11self-made." 
Pulling oneself up by one's own boot
straps, and that sort of thing. But is that 
the mark of true manhood? Does that 
settle it? Again, jesus passed the credit 
on. And to where? To his father. Get an 
idea of this view by reading John 5:30-
36, 7:16-18, and 8:14-18. Does Jesus 
shoot fireworks to attract the attention 
to his own magnificence? Does he at
tribute his following to his intellect, his 
charisma, his persuasive skills, his speak
ing abilities, his clever investments, his 
rugged good looks and physique? Not 
for a second. The credit goec; to the 
source. How many eminent politicians, 
accomplished craftsmen and artisans, 
and star athletes are so explicit in their 
devotion to the God who created all 
their victories? And even then, how 
many who verbalize it reflect it so con
sistently in their lives each moment? 

And what does a "real man" do when 
he's hurt, or disappointed, or lonesome? 
Or-if he's afraid? Watch the man in 
John 11:35. It's irrelevant whether his 
tears came from empathy with the be
reaved family, or if they were in anger 
over Satan's cruelty, or the crowd's cyni
cism. The point is, this man Jesus wept. 

He let the emotions flow down his 
face. This man had no need to hide 
behind a stoic wall of 11masculinity." 
But what do we still hear-in actions, 
if not in words? 11Stop that crying, boy! 
Be a man! No son of mine's gonna be 
called a crybaby!" 

A real man doesn't shove honest feel
ings down. Not even if they're feelings 
of pain inadequacy, or fear. The real 
man is the one who is genuine enough 
to know his humanity and to share it. 

The coward is the one who can't face 
his emotions, who goes on undaunted 
with all the expressiveness of a rock. 

Jesus' confidence in God enabled him 
to show a better, more profound way 
for real men to stand boldly in the face 
of cruel injustice. Throughout his mock
trial, beatings, and execution, this man 
conquered injustice by being vulnerable 
and by condemning evil through inno
cent suffering. Study Matthew 26, 27, 
Mark 15, Luke 22 and 23, and John 18 
and 19. 

But in 1983 a "man" hardly stands for 
it when cheated out of a raise. 

What's the trend we see in this man 
Jesus? Is masculinity found in athletic 
prowess, in dashing good looks and a 
hairy chest? Is it found in the rugged 
outdoor type who's bold enough to 
blow away a squirrel? Is it in being 
clever and witty enough to always get in 
the last word? Is it most vivid in risking 
your life in combat? Is it in wielding in
fluence over many people? 

It doesn't necessarily mean any of the 
above. Such characteristics don't have 
to conflict with true manliness, but they 
have no relationship to true masculinity 
as seen in Jesus Christ. Masculinity 
comes in living humbly and doing com
passionate good whether it's noticed or 
not. It's trusting God for all things and 
giving him all credit. It's serving others 
regardless of race, income, or what part 
of town they live in-suburbs or slums. 
Macho means being able to show affec
tion for toddlers and to help the un
·wanted, the· outcasts of society. And 
when it does call for display of sheer 
strength (e.g., the temple), it's with the 
attitude of doing what's needed for 
glorifying God-not just to impress or 
intimidate others. 

And, like Jesus, a real man is strong 
enough to cry. 

Isn't it ironic? Look at Jesus on one 
hand, look at the world's ideas of mascu
linity on the other, bring them together, 
and crash! Almost a complete contra
diction! Here he is, the ultimate male, 
and our culture's standards pass jesus off 
as a wimp! 

Ahh, but whose standards are accurate 
-and whose are ignorant? 

You become strong by being weak. 
You become tough by being tender. 
You take authority by being forgiving. 
You become powerful by being hum-

ble. 
You lead by being a slave. 
You become a man ... by becoming 

a little child. . . 
And here's the clincher. Think about 

all these characteristics we've seen so 
clearly in jesus's life. What about the 
characteristics of a "real woman"? 
Would she be gentle, compassionate 
and tender? Would she be humble and 
forgiving? Would she be unselfish and 
serving others? 

Notice any connection? 
Fact: The things which make a male 

a 11 real man" are exactly the same as the 
things which make !1 female a :'re~l 
woman." Get this pomt: jesus Chnst as 

(Continued on page 11) 
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WALK WITH THE MASTER 

Conviction in Ch.rist 
CLIFTON ROGY..RS 

Do you believe with all your heart that jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God, and mankind's only Savior? Are 
you a person of sure and deep-seated conviction? Does that 
conviction motivate you, demand of you, comfort you? Surely 
you would grant that the strength of your conviction relates 
directly to the purposefulness of your living. 

Purposefulness 
Strong-Willed? We have found in our observation of people 

that it is no easy thing for them to have deep personal convic
tions. They have seen so many changes in so short a time that 
they are not really sure as to how many unchangeables there 
are. They have heard so many claims on opposite sides of a 
question that they are uncertain as how to arrive at what is 
true. In addition to that, they shy away from accusations of 
"Phariseeism" and "self-righteousness" to such a degree that 
they find it impossible to stand firm in the face of sneering . 
rebukes. Desperately needed are personal certainty and 
strong conviction. 

When we espouse "purposefulness in conviction" we are 
not referring to stubbornness or even to a generally strong
willed disposition. Nor are we referring to strong prejudices. 
The "opinionated" person exists in all realms of life and is 
certainly not absent in the lord's church. 

Prejudiced? A prejudiced man or woman may be very 
strong in the persuasions held. Granted. The Sadducees were 
quite certain and quite determined about their "conviction" 
that there is no resurrection (read Matthew 22:23-33). The 
Jews have been over the centuries so committed to their 
rejection of Jesus as the Messiah that they have been wiliing 
to accept taunts and persecutions (even to the point of death) 
in the strength of their "conviction." Saul of Tarsus had such 
purposefulness of "conviction" against jesus and his church 
that he did what he could to lay waste the church of Christ. 

The amazing thing is that a person can be prejudiced for 
truth just as one can be prejudiced against truth or for error. 
Prejudiced for truth-how can that be? Easy enough. When 
one believes what is taught by loving parents or friends, with
out the discipline of unbiased personal study, that "truth" is 
far more prejudiced than faith. Believing what someone we 
love and trust believes simply because we believe in them can 
hardly be a base for strong personal conviction to that truth. 
Apart from open, honest personal investigation of the evi
dence, there will not be the kind of certainty which makes 
purposefulness sound and consistent. Indeed, the traditions 
of the fathers need to be brought into sharp focus so that the 
fetters of the past will not become prisons for the lord's peo
ple. Sadly, history has taught us, when people throw off the 
bonds of traditionalism they often also tflrow away their faith 
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in the need to follow carefully the revealed word of the lord. 
Resolute/ let us then say with the apostle Paul, "I am not 

ashamed; for I know him whom I have believed, and I am 
persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have com
mitted urito him against that day. Hold the pattern of sound 
words which thou hast heard from me, in faith and love which 
is in Christ jesus" (2 Tim. 1 :12, 13). Faith-properly seated. 
Conviction-the expression of a genuine faith. We are not at 
all surprised to hear him admonish, "Preach the word; be 
urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when 
they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching 
ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; 
and will turn away their ears from the truth and turn aside 
unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:2-4). Conviction was the foundation of 
his faithfulness! Faithful was he in spite of hardship and op
position (2 Cor. 11 :23-28). Faithful was he to the point of 
martyrdom (2 Tim. 4:6, 7). He had reason to be! 

Coming to Convidion 
Study to Conviction. Faith: "Now faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen" (Heb. 1 :1 ). 
That's what faith has always been, that's what faith is now, 
that's what faith will always be. The wording in the. New In
ternational Version is, "Now faith is being· sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see." Sure--certain. 
What a call ths is to car~ful personal study. You and I can't 
say, "I'm sure because I'm sure." Or, "I'm certain because I'm 
certain." Honest, disciplined study is imperative. 

Our urging, then-both to ourselves and to others-is that 
we learn truth through careful, dedicated personal study of 
the issues as they are covered in the teachings of )esus as 
presented in the New Testament. This means that we will be 
open to the consideration of what a speaker or writer has to 
say-BUT that we will examine the scriptures "whether those 
things were so" (Acts 17:11). Ours will be a caution-even a 
suspicion-about the correctness of any message heard, re
gardless of how mu(h we may love and trust the messenger. 
"Prove all'things" (1 Thess. 5:21) is a living theme in our lives. 

Why Do You Believe? Thus, in our personal studies of the 
Bible, as well as in ·our studies with our children and our 
grandchildren, we will often ask, "Why?" This "Why?" is not 
the "Why did God decide as he did, why did he command as 
he did?" but rather, "Why do I believe?" What convinced 
the people on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) that Jesus is the 
Christ? How did the Ethiopian nobleman come to accept 
Jesus as the Messiah (Acts 8)? Why do I believe that Jesus is 
the lord of lords and King of kings? Indeed, why do I believe 
the Bible is the inspired word of God? 

All this means that there will be greater personal study on 
our part, study that seeks revealed truth rather than study 
that seeks to prove an accepted concept. Young and old 
need to go over the roads of evidence so that believing is the 
honest conclusion to open investigation of the evidence 
which leads to conviction. How vastly different this is from 
the subjectivism of our present day! What a contrast this is 
to the oft-heard,-"1 think"-"l'd like to think"-"1 suppose"
"lt is.my feeling"-"1 feel good about myself''-etc. etc. 
. Hear-hear: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you 
hke men, be strong" (1 Cor. 16:13). 

420 N .. Edgefield at Seventh St., Dallas, TX 75208 
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SERMON MATERIAL. 

The Saving Love of God 
EDWARD FUDGE 

"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who
ever believes in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life" (John 3:16, NASB). 

The golden text of the Bible, these 
words have been called-and for good 
reason. God's love for sinners is unfath
omable-miracle and mystery alike. Yet 
this one sentence has communicated 
that love to millions with life-changing 
and lasting power. Three chapters later 
Jesus himself deepens our understand
ing of God's love. By a miracle reminis
cent of Israel's manna in the wilder
ness, the Lord feeds more than 5,000 
with a little boy's lunch. He follows the 
sign with a sermon. Presenting himself 
as the true bread from heaven, Jesus 
adds detail to the divine love of John 
3:16. 

"Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread of 
life; he who comes to me shall not 
hunger, and he who believes in me shall 
never thirst. ••. All that the Father gives 
me shall come to me; and the one who 
comes to me I will certainly not cast 
out. For I have come down from heaven, 
not to do my own will, but the will of 
him who sent me. And this is the will 
of him who sent me, that of all that he 
has given me I lose nothing, but raise 
it up on the last day. For this is the will 
of my Father, that every one who be
holds the Son, and believes in him, may 
have eternal life; and I myself will raise 
him up on the last day .... No one can 
come to me, unless the Father who sent 
me, draws him; and I will raise him 
up on the .last day. It is written in the 
prophets, "And they shall all be taught 
of God." Every one who has heard and 
learned from the Father, comes to me. 
. . . Truly, truly, I say to yo~.:~, he who 
believes has eternal life .... Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in yourselves.' " 

As we listen to jesus' words again, 
and remember John's golden summary 
of the same truths, six words describing 
such a love come to mind. 

God's love is passionate. God "so" 
loved that he gave his Son. Even more, 
God loved us first. Our love to him can 
never be more than a response. (1 John 
4:9, 10). God is the Great Initiator
man can never get "one up" on him. 
All we can ever do is love God in return. 
"See how great · a love the Father has 
bestowed upon us," John writes, chal
lenging our imagination even as he fills 
our hearts (1 John 3:1). 

Of course, God's great gift was also 
Christ's (1 John 3:16). But Jesus always 
pointed to the Father, never to himself, 
and he did so here as well. "It is my 
Father who gives you the true bread out 
of heaven," the Lord explained, as he 
began his after-dinner speech to those 
he had just filled with barley-bread and 
fish (John 6:32). 

God's love is personal. God so loved 
"the world"-not just Jews-or males 
-or freemen. Not just the wealthy, or 
pious, or wise. He loved men and wom
en of every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation-without regard to any 
fle~hly distinction or pride of place. Yet 
Scnpture does not teach universalism. 
Not all sinners will be saved. Evangeli
cals agree, therefore, on a "limited 
atonement," although they differ on 
whether it is limited by man's resis
tance or God's design. Nevertheless, we 
all may be quite sure that "the world" 
will be thoroughly represented in glory. 

The marvel is that a love so far-reach
ing is not diluted in the process. Indeed, 
God's love is intensely personal toward 
all whom it saves. That is jesus' point 
here. "All that the Father gives me shall 
come to me," he promises (John 6:37). 
This is the Father's will, jesus continues 
"that of all that he has given me I los~ 
nothing" (6:39). The Lord used similar 
language later to describe his "sheep" 
(John 10:14, 26-28), and in entrusting 
his own to the Father as he approached 
the cross (John 17:2, 24). jesus did not 
come .to save a faceless mass of sinners. 
He. died to redeem specific human 
bemgs, who were his already by divine 
inheritance (Ps. 2: ;8 Eph. 1 :18). 

Again orthodox Christians fully agree. 
The ''elect" and the "whosoever will's" 
are one and the same. Those who stress 
the first word look behind the curtain 
of human experience. Those who stress 
the second are intent on the here-and
now. The first group wants to be sure 
God receives all credit for the saved. 
The second group wants to ensure that 
he is not blamed for the lost. We need 
not think of it as an either/or proposi
tion. We may happily see that it is both/ 
and, for Scripture makes both points 
clear in turn. We, too, must make it 
plain that sinners are truly responsible 
for their "No" to God's grace, while 
the!r "Yes" is itself that grace in action 
(Phtl. 2:13; Rom. 9:16; Ps. 110:3) . 

We view the larger picture and say 
with Paul, "Christ loved the church and 
gave himself for it" (Eph. 5:25). But we 
may freely join the same apostle as he 
makes that truth his own. "Christ loved 
me, and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2: 
20). God's love is intensely personal. 

God's love is powerful. Christ's work 
will have its intended effect. God so 
loved (the extent) that he gave his Son 
(the expression) "that whoever believes 
... should have eternal life" (the result). 
Not one of those whom the Father gave 
to Jesus will perish. Every one of them 
will enjoy eternal life. "He shall see his 
seed," the prophet had foretold; "the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hands" (lsa. 53:10). 

Jesus was not afraid of such superla
tives. He did not hesitate to express 
himself in the most astounding ex
tremes. "All that the Father gives me 
shall come to me" (John 6:37). And little 
wonder-for God himself will be their 
teacher, as Jeremiah had foretold (John 
6:44-45; Jer. 31 :34). Jesus is therefore 
bold to say what no mere man could 
dare. He makes two statements with 

opposite perspectives, neither of which 
allows any exception. "No one can come 
to me," exclaims the Lord, "unless the 
Father who sent me draws him" (John 
6:44). But "every one who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me" 
(John 6:45). Here is no room for error, 
fo~ miscalculation or for loss. Jesus 
dnves a peg from both sides, firmly an
choring our hope in the infallible sover
eignty of God. How we may praise the 
Father that his love is accompanied by 
power so effective! 

"Whosoever will" - indeed - and 
praise God for the fact! Jesus turns 
away none who comes (John 6:37). But 
God be doubly praised that he draws 
without fail every one he has given to 
the Son, without exception and without 
mistake! "Do you wish to come to 
Jesus?" we must ask sinners indiscrimi
nately. "Then come! He will never turn 
you away!" Let us be aware that such 
certainty is enhanced, not threatened, 
by the fact that none can come except 
those whom the Father draws. 

Here we approach a holy mystery
to us an enigma and a paradox. Yet we 
knew all the time that God's thoughts 
are higher than our own. On this subject, 
Scripture speaks from our right hand 
and from our left. Let us be careful not 
to ignore either, but rather immerse our
selves in the richness of the harmony 
with all its variations! Let us set aside all 
thought of traditional debates and sec
tarian wrangles, as we stand together on 
the very words of God incarnate! 

God's love is perpetual. The God who 
gave his only begotten Son will not for
sake us halfway to heaven. His plan all 
along has been that the believer "should 
not perish," and God always accom
plishes what he sets out to do. On this 
we have Christ's own promise. "This is 
the will of him who sent me," Jesus af
firms, "that of all that he has given me, 
I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last 
day" (John 6:39). The same God who 
called us will also confirm us to the end 
(1 Cor. 1 :8-9). He who began a good 
work in us will also bring it to comple
tion (Phil. 1 :6). Because God is faithful, 
we can be confident. In these verses 
Paul freely uses both those words. 

The cross shows us God's deepest 
heart toward sin and toward sinners. 
The resurrection shows us God's final 
verdict on Christ and those who belong 
to him. Because of these gospel facts we 
may know that God will never change 
his mind about what jesus had accom
plished. And we may also know that 
he will never change his love toward 
those whom Jesus there purchased for 
himself. 

God's love is profuse. The overwhelm
ing flood of divine love sweeps away 
every pebble of human merit or worth. 
Jesus does not save the deserving, but 
sinners. He gave himself for the help
Jess, not the self-sufficient. He died for 
enemies, not associates (Rom. 5:6, 8, 
10). On the cross, Jesus removed our 
sin, made our propitiation and accom
plished our redemption. Because Jesus 
fully completed the saving work-in his 

(Continued on page 12) 
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"Spiritual Words" or "Spiritual Men"? JACK P. LEWIS 

(1 Cor. :2:13) . 

Paul claimed the direction of the Holy 
Spirit in his teaching. To possible re
calcitrants in Corinth, he said, 

If any one thinks that he is a prophet 
or spiritual, he should acknowledge 
that what I am writing to you is a 
command of the Lord (1 Cor. 14:37). 
He commended the Thessalonians, 

When you receive the word of God 
which was heard from us. you accept
ed it not as the words of men but as 
what it really is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you believers 
(1 Thess. 1 :13). 
The question that needs to be con

sidered in 1 Cor. 2:13 does not challenge 
that guidance, for Paul plainly claims it: 

And we impart this in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught 
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
truths to those who possess the Spirit. 
The first part of this passage, which is 

a suitable reply to the sneer about the 
quality of Paul's _speech found in 2 C~r
inthians 10:10, 1s not obscure, and 1ts 
import is not at the center of our con
sideration at this time. It is the final 
clause, which in Greek is pneumatikois 
pneumatika suokrinontes, that raises an 
issue. 

The verb suokrinein is also used by 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:12 where it 
clearly means "compare"; and some 
English versions have used this meaning 
in 1 Cor. 2:13. However, suokrinein in 
the Septuagint has the meaning of "in
terpret," especially of dreams (Gen. 40: 
8, 16, 22 45:12, 15; judg. 7:15; Dan. 5: 
12, 15, 16), and that meaning is chosen 
by other English versions for 1 Corinthi
ans 2:13. It is argued that this context 
is not comparing context. Suokrinontes 
is a participal form qualifying /aloumen 
("speaking") which is in the first clause 
of the verse. The object of this partici
ple is pneumatika ("spiritual things"), a 
neuter plural form. Pneumatikois, the 
other word of the phrase, can be either 
a neuter plural or a masculine plural 
dative form; and that sets the interpre
tive problem of the verse. 

Pneumatikos ("spiritual") occurs in 
N.T. passages describing a wide range of 
inanimate and animate objects. The Law 
(Rom. 7:14), the gifts in the early church 
(Rom. 1:11, 15:27; 1 Cor. 9:11), food 
and drink in the wilderness (1 Cor. 10: 
3), miraculous gifts (1 Cor. 12:1; 14:1), 
the heavenly body yet to be received (1 
Cor. 15:44), the Christian's blessings in 
Christ (Eph. 1 :3), his songs (Eph. 5:19; 
Col. 3:16), the hosts of wickedness (Eph. 
6:12), and the Christian's sacrifices (1 
Peter 2:5)-are. all spiritual. In contrast, 
when the word is used for persons, it 
designates those who possessed gifts in 
the early church (1 Cor. 14:37) and the 
Christian who has made progress in the 
Christian life (1 Cor. 2:15; 3:1; Gal. 6:1), 
Within itself, pneumatikos could desig
nate either things or persons in 1 Corin
thians 2:13. 

In the immediate context of 1 Corinth-
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ians 2:13, and adverb oneumatikos from 
the same Greek root lies back of the 
phrase "spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 
2:14). This adverb also occurs in Rev. 
11:8 ("spiritually called ... "). But Paul 
in the context in 1 Corinthians 2 con
trasts the unspiritual man psuchikos with 
spiritual (pneumatikos). He says, "the 
spiritual man (pneumatikos) judges all 
things, but is himself to be judged by no 
one" (1 Cor. 2:15). He then chides the 
Corinthians for not being "spiritual" (1 
Cor. 3:1). Paul's discussion of the spiri
tual man lies at the heart of the conten
tion that pneumatikos in 1 Corinthians 
2:13 also speaks of persons rather than 
of things. Taken in this way, one then is 
carried back in thought to "the mature" 
(en tois teleicis) of 1 Corinthians 2:6. 

Pneumatikos in Greek is in the dative 
case. The dative has two well-known 
uses: the one expresses the instrument; 
the other expresses the indirect object. 
With the forms for the two uses exactly 
alike, there is no infallible way to know 
in which category a dative falls. Inter
preters usually depend on the context 
for guidance. In 1 Corinthians 2:13, the 
context does not make a clear distinc
tion possible. Furthermore, the mascu
line and neuter forms in the dative plu
ral are identical in Greek, making it 
uncertain which gender the writer in
tended. Also one must decide whether 
he is to take the. context from that which 
goes before or that which follows the 
clause. Some interpreters go back to 
didaktois /ogois "(words . . . taught") 
and consider that the pneumatikois 
should be "spiritual words," the instru
ment of the discerning. However, it is 
less than certain that pneumatikois 
("spiritual") modifies an unstated noun 
(logois); the commentaries list numer
ous other possibilities prepared by 
those who contend that we are dealing 
with a neuter concept. Others contend 
for an indirect object, consider as persua
sive the context mentioned in the above 
paragraph, and find the teaching spoken 
of to be given to "spiritual men." 

This long-standing dispute can be 
seen in the variety reflected in English 
translations. The Vulgate rendered 1 
Corinthians 2:"13 as spiritualibus spiritu
alia conparantes. William Tyndale (1525), 
translator of the first English printed 
New Testament, followed the Latin: 
"making spretuall [sic] cpmparisons to 
spretuall [sic] things." This rendering 
was continued in the Great Bible (5139), 
but the Geneva Bible (1 560) had "com
paring spiritual things with spiritual 
things." The Rheims Bible (1582) modi
fied this rendering to "comparing spiri
tual things to spiritual," and the King 
James (1611) only differed from the ren
dering by substituting the preposition 
"with" for "to" as the Geneva had: 
"comparing spiritual things with spiri
tual." 

The RV (1881) and ASV (1901) further 
modified the rendering to "combining 
spiritual things with spiritual words," 
but carried the marginal alternative: "or 

'interpreting spiritual things to spiritual 
men.'" 

The twentieth century translations di
vide over the interpretation along the 
lines we have outlined above. Following 
an interpretation possibility already 
used by John Wycliff ("makien [sic] a 
likeness of spiyritual [sic] things to 
goostli [sic] men"), the RSV took tne rel
evant phrase as an indirect object: 
"spiritual things to those who possess 
the spirit," but offers two alternates in 
the footnotes: "Or 'interpreting spiri
tual truths in spiritual language; or com
paring spiritual things with spiritual.' " 
The NEB has: "We are interpreting spiri
tual truths to those who have the Spirit"; 
the TEV has "We explain spiritual truths 
to those who have the Spirit," but has 
marginal options: "to those who have 
the Spirit; or with words given by the 
Spirit'"; and William Barclay has: 
"When we interpret spiritual truths to 
people that have the Spirit .... " 

On the other side of the issue, Ron
ald Knox had "matching what is spiri
tual with what is spiritual"; the NASV 
chose "combining spiritual thoughts 
with spiritual words"; and Taylor's living 
Bible Paraphrase had: "So we use the 
Holy Spirit's words to explain the Holy 
Spirit's facts," and gives marginal op
tion, "Or, 'interpreting spiritual truths 
in spiritu'al language,' " The NIV gives: 
"expressing spiritual truths in spiritual 
words," and has a footnote option "in
terpreting spiritual truths to spiritual 
men." The NAB has: "interpreting spiri
tual things in spiritual terms." The Sim
ple English Bible has: "We explain 
Scriptural things with Spiritual words"; 
and finally the NKJV continues the KJV 
rendering "comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual." 

These many cases have not been Cited 
to suggest that counting noses solves 
anything in biblical study. They show 
the complexity of the problem, the un
certainty of the interpretation, and the 
interpretative freedom which translators 
have exercised. 

A friend of mine came back from a 
translating conference reporting that 
those he had been advising had sub
scribed to a whole theology built on the 
italicized words in the traditional trans
lations. They had ignored that the words 
their thought was depending upon had 
been supplied by the translators and 
were not in the Greek text at all. I, my
self, have heard internationally known 
figures cite 1 Cor. 2:13 in the ASV form 
as a prooftext with major emphasis on 
the final use of "words"-"spiritual 
words," as though this were the clear 
major intent of the verse. 

In the Old Testament people listened 
to the false prophets because those 
prophets were saying the things they 
wanted to hear; they rejected the mes
sages of men like Amos, Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel because they Were saying; what 
they did not want to hear. The Lord 
threatens: 

Any man of the house of Israel who 
takes his idols into his heart and sets 
the stumbling block of his iniquity 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Boundaries: Balanced or Bizarre? (4) 
ROY H. L.ANIER, JR. 

One of the passages most prominent in controversy about 
the "authority" of elders is Hebrews 13:17, "Obey them that 
~ave the rule over you, and submit to them; for they watch 
m behalf of your souls, as they that shall give account: that 
they may do this with joy, and not with grief: for this were 
unprofitable to you." 

Brethren today challenge whether this passage refers to 
overseers appointed by the church, or whether it refers to 
any and all teachers of the word. Some recent studies and 
publications have cried that studies in the original Greek sup
port this being used only of teachers. Others appeal to the 
Greek t? say this submission is that which can come only by 
persuas1on. Some of this series of claims has interested me 
deeply, for it challenged me to see if I were teaching that 
which is unsupported within the word. 

Three Major Words 
There are three major words which have been given some 

scrutiny: Peitho, Hegeomai and Hupeiko. These are used 
within the verse of Hebrews 13:17 this way: 

"Obey (Peitho) them .... " 
" ... rule (Hegeomai) over you .... " 
" ... and submit (Hupeiko) to them .... " 

(The word from which each has been derived is noted in 
parenthesis.) 

Hupeiko 
"To yield, give way, be submissive." (Bagster's Analytical) 
" ... yield under ... or submissively ... " (Youngs Concor

dance) 
" ... to retire, withdraw ... yield, submit ... submitting to 

sp. guides in the church." (Vine's Dictionary) 
" ... yield, give way, subm!t to someone's authority ... " 

(Arndt & Gingrich) 
" ... to resist no longer, but to give way, yield: metaph. to 

yield to authority a~d admonition, to submit ... " (Thayer) 
Peitho 

" ... to persuade, seek to persuade, endeavor to convince 
... " (Bagster's) 

" ... to persuade." (Youngs) 
" ... the obedience suggested is not by sub.mission to au-

thority, but resulting from persuasion." (Vine's) Note: the next 
paragraph of Vine's suggests: "Peitho and pisteuo, 'to trust' 
are closely related etymologically; the difference in meaning 
is that the former implies the obedience that is produced by 
the latter ... " 

[Is it not strange that those who are quick to quote from 
Vine's in regard to "persuasion" ignore his next statement? 
It is obvious this kind of obedience comes from one's faith in 
another and his judgment. It is just that kind of obedience: 
one which springs from trust in another. That is the highest 
kind of respect shown toward men in the church.] 

" ... to obey, to follow ... " (Arndt & Gingrich) 
"to listen to, to obey, yield to, comply with ... " (Thayer) 

Hegeomai 
"a chief officer in the church ... to lead the way, to take 

the lead ... chief, preside, govern, rule ... " (Bagster's) 
" ... lead, guide, govern" (Youngs) 
" ... to lead is translated to rule ... " (Vine's) 
" ... of heads of a Christian church ... lead, guide ... ruler, 

leader ... leaders of religious bodies." (Arndt & Gingrich) 
" leading as respects influence, controlling in counsel 

... with gen. of the pers. over whom one rules, so of the 
overseers or leaders of Christian churches." (Thayer) 

Inescapable Conclusions 
There are several things which do not escape such a re-

view: 
1. There was a stated order within the local church. 
2. This office, or work, was clearly acknowledged. 
3. It depended upon subordination, such as would not 

characterize that given to teachers and preachers. 
4. The welfare of the church depends upon such subordi

nation. 
5. This subordination could not be in matters from the 

Word of God, for all are equally subordinate to it. 
6. This subordination was therefore in matters of conve

nience, situations where someone's judgment must be given 
and received. 

God Did Establish Boundaries 
It might be well to notice also that some of preachers who 

misuse the "persuasion argument" (from Peitho) have failed 
to see this word is also used in James 3:3. Bridles are put into 
the mouths of horses to get them to obey (Peitho). Is this per
suasion, at least in the way some preachers are demanding 
that elders "only persuade"? 

God did place some definite boundaries. It is ridiculous 
for one to claim jesus "has left the issue undecided." He has 
spoken well and with finalty. Besides the implications of the 
qualifications, besides the verbs used in regard to their work, 
there is the clear passage in Hebrews 13:17 which calls for 
submission, subordination, obedience and yielding to the 
judgments of overseers. 

Be not deceived. Preachers who evidently desire to run the 
show are telling churches they do not have to obey elders. 
It is not ~rue, churches wi_ll be hurt by listening to such false 
teachings, and preachers will have to give an account for such 
rebellion against the clear teachings of the lord. It is bizarre 
to give heed to such foolishness. look into the Word your
self and see beyond the loving countenance of some able 
preacher. 

Box 27312, Denver, CO 80227 
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Not Fellowship Halls~ but Evangelistic Centersl LARRY WEST 

I speak of the locked doors to our 
church building, our benevolence rooms, 
our own hearts. It's time we turned our 
polished kitchens into soup kitchens, our 
felowship halls into evangelistic centers! 

It's a new crisis. I'm talking about the 
newly jobless, people who have lost their 
jobs because of the rising economic 
crisis. In Denver, Armando Atencio, man
ager of the Department of Social Ser
vices, describes the newly poor as people 
who hold doctoral degrees and master 
degrees, but who are just simply out of 
luck. New Orleans Mayor Ernest Morial 
says that the poor are outstripping his 
city's combined public and private re
sources. He. says, 11While we must look 
to ourselves to avert a crisis, we need 
help from the federal government." 

In Chicago, Mayor jane Byrne has pro
posed a budget, boosting outlays for 
emergency food and heat by more than 
1.4 million dollars. The city there has 
barred the local gas utility company from 
digging into the streets to cut off non
paying customers. In Kansas City, Mis
souri, the city began distributing electric 
space heaters to homes that have no gas. 

Cleveland officials have agreed to 
spend a million dollars to help the poor 
with clothing, bedding and utility bills. 
}renton has opened. its first soup kitchen 
m decades. Denommat1ons are opening 
up in Atlanta, in San Francisco, in New 
York, feeding people that number all the 
way from 125 a day up to 2,000 a day. 
!n New York, the city provides free hous
mg for up to 6,000 people a night. In a 
recent survey, up to half the people 
questioned say they would give up two 
weeks' salary if it would help put people 
back to work. 

Brethren, a church can be no bigger 
than the number of people for whom it 
genuinely cares! 

You know, sentimentality comes easy, 
but caring is hard! It involves doing! God 
doesn't want a sentimental church. He 
wants a caring church! And a church can 
be no bigger than the number of people 
for whom it genuinely cares! 

It seems that the faster we move in 
our pace of living, the less we feel a com
munity relationship. That's true in our 
f!eighborhoods; it's true in our congrega
tiOns. We get wrapped up in busy 
schedules-we want to make more 
money so that we can pay more bills, the 
company we work for has shouted all 
day for us to "Produce! Produce! Pro
duce!" The kids demand time. The hus
band, the wife, demands attention. There 
are taxes to be paid, utilities, there's the 
weather to fight-and what does it all 
produ~~?. Frustration! Fatigue! And ... 
msens1t1v1ty! We lose our ability to care, 
to really care for each other. Oh we be
come sentimental. But since c~ring in
volves doing, caring becomes another 
demand, one too hard for us to bear. 

But, brethren, A church can be no 
bigger than the number of people for 
whom it genuinely cares! 

God wants us to develop community 
fever. He doesn't want us to become so 
busy that we lose the value of each 
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other! If we do, his purpose in our lives 
make no sense. God insists, though, that 
the weak person is at the very heart of 
the community. Certainly, that's why 
Jesus went to the poor first. And when 
the poor, the weak, the floundering 
comes into the church, he becomes the 
one at the very heart of the church com
munity (Rom. 15:1-2). 

Yes-it's time we unlocked our doors! 
l~t's turn our polished kitch.ens into soup 
k1t~h~ns, our fellowship halls into evan
gelistiC centers! The poor are growing 
among us! It's time we "give a feast, in
vite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind." After all, has God not chosen the 
poor of this world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom which he promised 
to those who love him?" 

In an effort to show a genuine care, not 
only for empty bellies, but empty souls, 
we are conducting our eighth Camper 
Rally On Saving Souls (CROSS) june 11-
17, 1983. On the first two days, a 11We 
Care" personal evangelism workshop 
will be conducted by Bob Danklefson, 
Personal Work Director and one of the 
elders of the White's Ferry Road church. 
What is learned in the workshop will 
be used in the succeeding days of the 
rally, as campers and workers evan
gelize Springfield, Missouri! Brethren are 
trained how to approach strangers, how 
to offer genuine help, how to bring up 
the subject of salvation, .how to present 
the gospel, and how to keep them saved. 
This CROSS Rally is sponsored by the 
~orth Nati?,nal congregation in Spring
field. The We Care" media programs 
are now on two radio stations and two 
TV stations in the area, preparing Spring
field for the upcoming CROSS Rally/We 
Care crusade. For more information 
please write to me: CROSS, P.O. Bo~ 
2,000, West Monroe, LA 71291. 

They Just Did ltl cHARLEs cooK 

The Christian's task of evangelizing 
his own world should not be the 11hassle" 
some make it. With Jesus it was simply 
a matter of priority. His goal was to seek 
and save the lost, an.d that's what he 
went about doing. He was not limited by 
culture, race nor politics. The urgency 
of the task demanded that he sacrifice 
many comforts of life for the salvation of 
souls and the same demands are inher
ited by us. His evangelizing never de
pend~d on th!ngs, such as buildings, 
teachmg supplies and techniques but 
r~ther he utilized what was at hand. He 
s1mply pointed to the everyday things 
around him to illustrate spiritual truths 
...... a sower going forth to sow a field 
illustrated how the word of God is to be 
received in human hearts. The point is 
there was not the hassle involved i~ 
Jesus' efforts that some of his present
day disciples seem to encounter: 
S~me see culture, race and politics as 

barners to be studied and discussed 
but they never get around to hurdling 
them. They study missiology but they 
never seem to get a man on the mission 

field. Yes, there are problems and their 
bearing upon our work needs to be un
derstood, but they should not stop us. 
And how many among us intend to do 
some evangelizing work just as soon as 
the building program is completed and a 
good supply of the latest teaching aids 
are on hand and someone is brought in 
to motivate and organize a personal 
work program or share all the latest 
teaching techniques? The lord's disciples 
today can do the work he commissioned 
without holding a diploma in missions 
or a certificate from some evangelism 
se~inar. ~od can. use. ordinary people 
domg ordmary thmgs JUSt as effectively 
today as ever. 

Organization is a good thing, and 
necessary, but sharing the gospel is not 
as much a committee effort as it is an 
individual responsibility. We have 
hedged in our duty when we use the ex
cuse that we cannot do evangelism until 
everyone else is ready ..... when we 
get organized. For many congregations 
there exists a condition called "over
organization" where nothing of spiritual 
value is accomplished because all time 
and energy is expended to nurse and 
feed the organization itself. One man 
observed that if two elders in his con
gregation fell out of an airplane at the 
same time, before they hit the ground 
they would form a committee to decide 
who was. responsible and what studies 
<:<>uld be done to suggest possible solu
tions. We have carried organization too 
far when it becomes the end rather than 
the means. It is always good to pursue 
an orderly work program in the church, 
but it is never good to let the program 
become the objective or to let it stand in 
for individual involvment. 

The individual Christians in Jerusalem 
were uprooted from their homes and 
scattered all over the Roman Empire. 
luke said, 11They went everywhere 
preaching the word." This happened durJ 
mg severely unorganized circumstances. 
How did they -evangelize without a 
church building and all the necessary 
teach~ng aids? Where did they learn their 
techmques? What personal evangelism 
school did they attend? Where did they 
b~y their sup~lies? What methodology 
d1d they subscnbe to? How, under a time 
of l!n~est and confusion, did those early 
Chnstta!'ls do so much effe~tive personal 
!:!tiangeltsm? The answer is, they just did 
I. 

I fear that we have surorunded our
selves with so much paraphernalia and 
gimmickary we have overlooked the real 
object-to produce faith in Jesus in hu
m~n hearts by sharing the good news. 
Thts ~oes not involve methodology or 
techmque nearly as much as it involves 
old-fashioned preparation in the word. 
. When an. interested prospect comes 
m contact wtth a prepared servant of the 
word, something great can happen. The 
most wonderful thing one human being 
can do for another is to lead him to 
Jesus. That's what those early Christians 
had in mind to do! And, how did they 
do it? They just did it! 
Box 448, Basavangudi, Bangalore 560004 
South India ' 
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So You Want To Marry a Preacher JANICE NEESE BELL 

Ten years ago, I married my minister. 
I was the elder's daughter who fell in love 
with the young pulpit minister. My life 
has indeed been exciting and has led 
me into some beautiful relationships and 
fascinating work because of the ministry. 
I love being a minister's wife-and that 
is because of the wonderful Christians 
with whom I have been associated. I 
am often asked by young girls, about to 
marry, how I like being a "preacher's 
wife." I'd like to offer ten practical sug
gestions for the young minister's wife: 

Learn to view your life together as 
partners-co-workers, like Aquila and 
Priscilla. 

Once a young minister and his wife 
have committed themselves to work 
with a particu Jar congregation, they 
should realize the influence the wife has 
on his work. Some minister's wives have 
been known to say, "I'm just like any 
other member of the congregation." 
This statement is usually followed with 
the words, ... "they don't need to ex-
pect me to ... " No, they don't need to 
expect the minister's wife to do it all, 
but I'd like to set forth the idea that the 
minister's wife is part of the leadership 
of the local congregation in her own 
way. She is at the heartbeat of the local 
work. Her attitude towards her position 
and the work that she does do can make 
a great deal of difference in how effec
tive her husband will be. 

Decide early in your ministry togeth
er what your particular gifts and talents 
are. 

The minister's wife cannot do the 
work of twenty people, therefore it is 
important that she· and her husband 
make a careful assessment of her special 
gifts and talents in order for her to be 
able to give her best to the Lord and the 
local work. At times, the minister can be 
guilty of placing unfair demands on his 
wife, in part making her his "associate 
minister." If she has small chi.ldren to 
care for, she won't be able to accom
pany her husband every night to an 
activity at the building or entertain three 
nights a week. On the other hand, many 
women expect more of themselves than 
is humanly possible-thinking if they 
do not do it, it won't get done. The 
young minister's wife must accept her
self as she is and use the gifts the Lord 
has entrusted to her. 

Learn all you can about your hus
band's particular type of ministry. 

The girl who marries a pulpit minister 
will soon discover that she has married 
her preacher for life. His sermons will 
be the ones that ·she hears from then 
on, and she must learn to listen objec
tively, laying aside anything that may 
have happened between them before 
they left home. It will be important that 
she view his message as if she were any 
other member of the congregation and 
hearing it for the first time. She needs 
to understand that the Lord is using her 
husband to preach his message. The 
wife of a youth minister will need to 
learn to understand and love teens. Tak-

ing trips with them, having them in her 
home and supporting their activities can 
be very tiresome to a person who has 
not first of all learned to appreciate 
them. A counseling minister's wife may 
need to learn special listening tech
niques or learn to empathize with peo
ple in a crisis. Oftentimes, she will be 
the first contact that person has in seek
ing help from her husband. Remaining 
calm and supportive will play a large 
part in aiding someone in distress. 

Keep an active spiritual life. 
In ministering to others, the preach

er's wife can become drained, even 
"burned out" at times, before she real
izes it. Some of her teaching will be 
elementary and repetitious, so keeping 
fresh will be important. She should take 
advantage of our brotherhood's lecture
ships and seminars or treat herself to a 
ladies' retreat at another congregation 
where she will be free of leadership re
sponsibilities. The minister's wife will 
have many reasons to communicate 
with the Lord and it is important that 
she take time to pray. The nature of her 
ministry will require confidentiality so 
by unburdening herself to the Lord, she 
not only has a release for her concerns, 
but has found the real source of all help. 

Keep your children in their proper 
place in your ministry. 

It is indeed tragic to see a hard 
working minister and his wife lose their 
children spiritually. The minister's chil
dren are sharing their father with the 
entire congregation so this will necessi
tate that mother make herself more 
available to them. The minister's wife 
may need to help her husband arrange 
times with his children after school or 
between naps if they are preschool age. 
Children deserve both a mother and a 
father. The minister has his first respon
sibility to their souls, and then to the 
souls of the congregation. 

Children also have a way of opening 
doors for their parents in the ministry 
by warming a cold, unreceptive heart or 
shedding a tender insight. Every minis
ter wants his children to love the minis
try and the church as he does. In order 
to reach this goal, he must be very care
ful what he and his wife discuss in front 
of the children about conflicts in the 
church. 

Learn to be hospitable. 
The Bible says for each of us to prac

tice hospitality. This is especially true of 
the minister's family. The minister's wife 
may at times feel as if she has become 
a short-order cook in a motel and res
taurant when she married. If she can 
remember that she does this, too, unto 
the Lord it will help her keep it all in 
the proper perspective. The people she 
feeds and offers housing to have been 
sent for special reasons, some of which 
she may never fully understand. By being 
in her home, many people may be 
touched with the Gospel who might not 
otherwise have. Being a hospitable wife 
does call for skills in meal preparation 
and extra energy. It may be necessary 

for the young minister's wife to take a 
short course in meal planning or de
velop three or four menus which can be 
prepared easily and attractively for guests 
who come at the last minute. 

Learn to pack! 
The active minister will be invited to 

visit other congregations occasionally or 
attend lectureships, which wil mean the 
young minister's wife will see more of 
the world than she ever dreamed. Going 
with her husband and taking the chil
dren whenever possible will give added 
family time together and enable them 
to see the church in every aspect. 

It can be a blessing to the sisters of 
the host congregation for the young 
wife to come with her husband. All this 
travel can mean extra packing for her,. 
therefore, she should keep it simple but 
be sure to include activities to occupy 
her children while she and her husband 
are involved. 

The minister's family may find them
selves moving frequently. A yearly sort
ing and garage sale may make it a 
whole lot easier come moving day. Also 
worthy of mentioning here, is the fact 
that the mother's atttiude toward a 
"move" will oftentimes affect the chil
dren's adjustment and security in their 
new home. 

Learn to live within your husband's 
salary. 

A minister's income may vary greatly 
from place to place. If it were up to the 
wife to set the pay scale, it would prob
ably be quite sumptuous. It seems many 
women have a tendency to "need' 
more than the necessities. Some con
gregations will have the means to give 
the minister a large salary; others be
cause of financial obligations will not 
be able to pay as well. This generally 
should not be a reason for refusing a 
particular work. It is hoped that the con
gregation will have enough awareness of 
the economy in their city to be able to 
meet the minister's needs. 

The young minister's wife may need 
to adjust her spending and learn to dif
ferentiate between actual needs and friv
olous wants. She need not deprive her
self of everything, but on the other hand 
she should be careful not to indulge her 
children in their every whim. At no time 
should a minister's family leave behind 
unpaid bills when they move. 

Make your home a haven. 
The pressures of the ministry will re

quire that the minister have a place to 
relax and reorganize himself to be more 
effective. If the minister's wife can keep 
her home organized and neat with nu
titional meals on a regular time sched
ule it will enable both the husband and 
the wife to accomplish more in their 
ministry. 

Develop a hobby together. 
The minister and his wife need to view 

their relaxation and rest time together 
as important to the ongoing of their 
ministry. The pressures of the ministry 
can cause a wedge to form between 
them as a couple. By finding something 
that they both can enjoy doing together, 
this will help them to become even 

(Continued on page 11) 
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HARDING ICONFERS DOCTORATE 
ON MOWRER 

Reprints of any single page article appearing per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop-
in the Firm Foundation moy be hod for $12.00 tes n111 accepted. 

Max D. Mowrer, president of Western 
Christian College, received a Doctor of 
Laws degree from Harding University, in 
Searcy, Arkansas, at the W.C.C. annual 
winter banquet. 

Dr. Clifton S. Ganus, president of 
Harding University, presented the hon
orary degree to President Mowrer in 
honor of his years of service in Christian 
education. 

Dr. Mowrer, a graduate of Harding, 
has served on the faculty and administra
tion of four Christian schools. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available e For Information Call: 

(214) 526·7715 or write: 
Preston Road School of Preaching 

6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

RETIRING MINISTERS AND WIVES WANTED!!! 

Special Community Outreach in southwestern farm and ranch 
community of I 0,000 .. . congregation of 500 desires to provide 
comfortable home, utilities, supplemental insurance ... many op
portunities . .. homes ready now •.. contact . . . 

THIRD AND CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 1315 

Lovington, New Mexico 88260 
(505) 396-5359 

Gary Montgomery-(505) 396·6767 Ray Lovejoy-(505) 396-5341 

"THE FIELDS ARE WHITE" 
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fourth annual 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
EVANGELISM 
WORKSHOP 

June9-11 Rockdale 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

CHARLES HODGE 

MAX ZAMORANO 

HOW TO CLASSES: 

Reaching Your Community 

Church Growth Study 

RICHARD ROGERS 

JOE BARNETT 

Making Visitors Welcome 

Combining Media & Evangelism 

Making Assemblies Meaningful 

SPECIAL EMPHASIS SATURDAY: 

Youth, Ladies, Leadership 
For more information, contact Terry Northcutt, P.O. Box 227, Rockdale, Tx., 76567 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 19, 1983 



JESUS AND MASCULINITY 
(Continued from page 3) 

not merely the epitome of "male-ness" 
but his life is the flawless example for 
humanity-males AND females! Tragi
cally, most of our stereotypes tend to 
push males away from being like Jesus! 
Have you ever noticed that girls and 
women generally seem more interested 
in Christianity than males do? It fits 
~oesn't. it? They're encouraged to liv~ 
like th1s-so they're more willing to 
accept a system of faith which encour
ages these standards. Guys, meanwhile, 
struggle with the conflict between what 
Jesus shows a man to be and what our 
society says a man should be. 

Does this suggest that there's no dif
ferences between women and men? No 
unique roles? No; the word does present 
differing roles in the assembly and in 
the homes. But consider this possibility: 
for too long, we've tried to fit such 
verses into our stereotypes and have 
thus made those roles more constrict
ing than God intended. We need to 
understand that males and females both 
must begin by striving for the same 
mindset: the mind of the Messiah Jesus 
(1 Cor. 2:16). As we deepen our ap
preciation of him as the source of per
sonhood in each gender, we may then 
more realistically attempt to evaluate 
our perspectives on 11Sex-roles" and our 
stereotypes. As we discard those shallow 
views of "big tough men" and "sweet 
little ladies," we'll be more able to let 
each other act more freely as Jesus him
self would act in our own society. To 
become real men and real women, we 
must ref"ect this world's superficial ideas 
~nd rep ace them with the image of God 
m our hearts as we continue being 
transformed more into his image-the 
image we see in Jesus Christ. 
Rt. 4, Box 193-A, Hartselle, Al 35640 

SO YOU WANT TO MARRY A PREACHER 
(Continued from page 9) 

closer and withstand the pressures and 
tensions. A day "off'' away from the 
congregation is a must in every minis
ter's week. It is as important for his wife 
as for him. 

The ministry enables il man and his 
wife to work more closely together than 
many other professions. It is indeed a 
blessing to be able to serve the lord 
together. It is one of the greatest works 
a couple can do together and offers 
many joys in this life. 
634 Bacon Dr., Airline, TX 79601 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Ministry wortcs wilh feilhful congregations of the 
cllurcl'les of Christ whose members on military Installations 
wCifldwlde are waiting to help your loved ones - aa they l'lave 
l'lelped with lhe spiritual and physical needs of tl'louaands of 
otl'lera during the pall live years. This service 11 f,..l 

Send name, complete address. pl'lone and m1litary installation. 
and spiritual condition, if known elong will'l your name and &11-
dresato: 

(~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Wnt Monroe. Louisiana 712111 

Amerfe&D Military EvugellzfDg Natlou 

11SPIRITUAL WORDS" OR 
11SPIRITUAL MEN"l 

(Continued from page 6) 

before his face, and comes to the 
prophet, I the lord will answer him 
myself because of the multitude of 
the idols (Ezek. 14:4). 

the context, the gender and usage of the 
dative cases, we should keep the inter
pretation of the final clause of 1 Cor. 
2:13 in the category of the uncertain. 
My intent is not to discuss the idea of 
inspiration, but merely to carr attention 
to a problem in proof-texting. 

To take an obscure passage of Scrip
ture where two interpretations are both 
equally possible, and to interpret it in 
a way congenial to one's thought and 
after that to support that thought by 
that interpretation that has been chosen 
is not only circular reasoning, it is a 
subtle form of self-deception. It is a 
form of the same sort of trap those Old 
Testament people fell into. No proposi
tion can be more certain than the evi
dence upon which it rests. Until we are 
able to solve the problems created by 

Harding Graduate School, Memphis, TN 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

~ Great Lakes ChrisHan College 
~ P.O. Box 399 (Beamsville) 

Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year l.anguage, culture and 13ible training program to prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 
J. Rid~ Pinczul~. Director 

Great Lal~es Christian College 
Dept. of Slavic languages 
P. O.Oox J99. Oeamsville 

Ontario. Canada LOJ\ 1 ll 0 
Phone(416) 56J-7641 or(416) 56J-5J74 
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THE SAVING LOVE OF GOD 

(Continued from page 5) 

own perfect doing and dying-nothing 
we ever perform, experience o_r accom
plish is any part of the work wh1ch saves. 
That work was finished almost 2,000 
years ago--outside of us, for us-by the 
eternal God who came to dwell among 
us. All we can do regarding the saving 
work is to believe it-accept it, rely on 
it, trust in it, commit ourselves to it
without reservation and with absolute 
confidence. It is completely solid and it 
can never fail. 

john 3:16 speaks to this point as well. 
"Whoever believes" may have life. We 
may not have any power and we may 
not have any answers. But even the 
weakest and most unwise sinner can 
have full salvation and eternal life 
through trust in the Son of God. jesus 
tells us this twice in his discourse on the 
bread of life. "Every one who beholds 
the Son, and believes in him, may have 
eternal life" (John 6:40). Then he under
scores this truth with his double 'Amen.' 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who be
lieves has eternal life" (John 6:47). 

Like some who heard jesus then, we 
may find difficulty accepting love so 
profuse. "Surely we must contribute 
something," our flesh cries out. But, no 
-"this is the work of God, that you be
lieve in him whom he has sent" (John 6: 
28-29). We can bring nothing to God's 
feast. The table is spread already. It is 
free for all w ho comet 

God's love is perilous. Let us make no 
mistake here. jesus came to save, not to 
condemn. Yet as someone has observed, 
"the primary purpose of the sun is not 
to cast shadows-but it does!" The 
wrath of God is the shadow cast by his 
love. The person who wi llfully rejects 
God's boundless love in jesus Christ has 
not simply missed an . opportunity, or 
turned down a good deal. That person 
has despised and insu lted the supreme 
sacrifice of infinite love! "This is the 
condemnation," john continues, "that 
the light is come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than the 
light" (John 3:19). In the day of judg
ment, no sinner banished to hell w ill 
cry "unfair" at God. Even the lost w ill 
admit that their condemnation is " just" 
(Ps. 51 :4; Rom. 3 :4-8). 

God is very clear about the fate of the 
lost. "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 
6:23). The wicked come to "corrup
tion" (Gal. 6:8). Sinners " perish" (John 
3:16). They are cast into the " lake of fire, 
which is the second death" (Rev. 21 :8). 
There they shall be "punished with ever
lasting destruction" (2 Thess. 1 :9). The 
gospel message therefore puts man on 
the spot. It sets him in the judgment 
dock even now. It calls for his verdict on 
jesus Christ. But in giving that verd ict, 
man ca lls down God's verdict on him
self. By his own words he is justified or 
condemned. 

"You have no li fe in yourself," our 
lord warns (John 6:53). For, as John 
states in his prologue, "All things came 
into being through him" (John 1 :2). " In 
him was life" (John 1 :3) . It must fo llow, 
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therefore, as John later reminds his be
lieving community, that "God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
He who has the Son has the life; he who 
does not have the Son of God does not 
have the life" (1 John 5:11, 12). 

What love the Father has shown us 
sinners! Passionate, yet personal. Power
ful and perpetual and profuse. Yes, and 
peri lous! At such sayings, many of those 
who heard jesus that day turned and 
walked away. It is poss ible for us, too, to 
be offended at language such as we 
have been considering. May we instead, 
like Peter, have grace to say, " Lord, to 
whom sha ll we go? You have the words 
of eternal li fe" (John 6:66). 
4 Sandra l ane, Athens, AL 3561 1 

- ---o
MERCED, CALIFORNIA CHURCH 

TO AID FlOOD VICTIMS 
The church meeting at 2050 Yosemite 

Parkway in Merced, California 95340, 
has agreed to receive and supervise the 
distribution of funds and supplies for 
the benefit of flood victims in a number 
of communities devastated by recent 
California floods and storms. 

The elders have surveyed the area for 
400 miles and know the need. Send 

contributions to the church or call 209-
722-2852. 

GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
offered to full time workers (20 
hrs. a week) among Churches of 
Christ, with continuous enroll · 
ment. Coverage good anywhere in 
United States. Special Plan for 
foreign missionaries and workers. 
Group life at your option. 

Contact: 

leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

Telephone: 817·947-5403 

RETIREMENT PROGRAMS 

Camper Rally For Christians 

CROSS is recreation and wa1·m fellowship 
CROSS is a workshop for winning souls 
CROSS is ·•people out" winning souls 
CROSS is one week f June 11-16) 
CROSS is in Springfieh! . Mo. , this yea r 
CROSS is a Lan·y West I Care/We Care minis try. 

For brocnure : CROSS: P.O. Box 2000, West Monroe, La. 71294 

THE CAMPAIGN GROUP OF THE 
MAXWELL AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WOULD LIKE TO COME TO YOUR CITY! ! ! 

Experienced Campaign group would like to hold campaign in 
Summer of 1983. We are looking for an opportunity to hold 
this effort in cooperation with a congregation of: 

-approximately 100 members 
-which has Elders 
-which has a located preacher 
-in a city of 6,000 to 10,000 population 

For more information please contact, IN WRITING, Coy Bridges, 
Campaign Director, Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 

421 Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 19, 1983 



Sunday May 1, 1983 

YOO ARE INVITED TO BE A PART OF 

With a renewed commitment to be the kind of caring, serving 
church family that is a part of our heritage, we invite you to celebrate with 
us as we move into the new Highland Oaks Church of Christ facility. 

Activities begin Saturday, April30 with a special day for the youth 
beginning at 2:30 pm. The·n everyone is invited to enjoy an evening of 
great singing with Ray Walker, scheduled for 6:30 pm. 

Then join us Sunday for a Great Day of inspiration and worship with 
special classes and presentations from a group of very special guests. 

Dr. Ira North, minister of the Church of 
Christ in Madison, Tenn., largest 

congregation of the Churches of Christ 
in America. Dr. N9rth is nationally 

known for the weekly telecast of the 
Amazing Grace Bible Class. 

Wilbert Montgomery, star of the 
Philadelphia Eagles football team. A 

graduate of Abilene Christian University, 
where he set an all time collegiate 

record of 76 touchdowns, Montgomery 
professes and lives his faith wherever 

he goes. 

Ray Walker, popular personality long 
identified with the Nashville sound and 

the popular Jourdinaires. Walker has 
held youth rallies and church events all 

across the country. 

Gene Stallings, defensive backfield 
coach for the Dallas Cowboys is rec

ognized as a master at motivating 
people. He has consistently coached 

the Cowboys defensive secondary 
to perfo rm outstandingly. 

Saturday Afternoon April 30 

Dr. Paul B. Faulkner, professor of Bible 
at Abilene Christian University whose 
Marriage Enrichment Seminar with 
Dr. Carl Brecheen has been presented 
to thousands in 26 states and three 
foreign countries. 

Landon B. Saunders. speaker on the 
nationally broadcast radio program, 
Heartbeat, which is heard daily on 
hundreds of radio stations throughout 
the United States. Saunders conducts 
seminars throughout the nation. 

Joe R. Barnett, preacher and former 
speaker on the national television 
program, Herald of Truth. Barnett is 
a contributing editor of UpReach 
magazine and founder of 
Pathway Evangelism. 

A GRE..!V DAY IN MAY is a program to give thanks, 
to dedicate, and to mark the beginning of a new era 
for the Highland Oaks family. 

Your participation will make the day complete. 

SundayMay I 

2:30 P.M.-Welcome to the young people 
3:00 P.M.- Address by Jim Dickson 
4:15 P.M.-Group work 

Worship Services Bible Classes 

5:00 P.M.-Address by Dr. P3ul Faulkner 
6:00 P.M.-Dallas Christian 
6:30 P.M.-Group singing led by Ray Walker 

8:00A.M. 
Main Auditorium 
Speak~r: Ira North 
Singer. Ray Walker 
Presiding: Gary Beauchamp 

ll :OO A.M. 
Main Auditorium 

Speaker: Joe Barnett 
Singer. James Kendrick 
Presiding: Gary Beauchamp 

9:00A.M. 10:00 A.M. 
Main Auditorium: Main Auditorium: 

Speaker: Paul Faulkner Speaker: Ira North 
Presiding: Charles ~orter Presiding: J im Drckson 

Fellowship Hall Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Afternoon Activities Fellowship Hall: Fellowship Hall: 
Speaker: Joe Barnett Speaker: Landon Saunders 

1 :15-Main Auditorium - Family Singers 
1 :35-Joint Choruses 
2:00-Ray Walker 
2:30-Wnrship-Joe Barnell Paul Faulkner 

Landon Saunders. Ira North 
3:00-0 ismiss 

Speaker: Joe Barnett 
Singer: James Kendrick 
Presiding: Wayne White 

Speaker: Ira North 
Singer: Ray Walker 
Presidir og: Bill Moody 

Presiding: Bill Moody Presiding: Charles Porter 

Tent: Tent: 
Speaker: Landon Saunders Speaker: Paul Faulkner 
Presiding: Jim D ickson Presiding: Gary Beauchamp 

Lake Highlands Jr. Hi: Lake Highlands J r. Hi: 
Speaker: Wilbert Montgomery Speaker: Gene Stallings 
Presiding: Ed Mosier Presiding: Ed Mosier 
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FOUNDATION 'FOR CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION HELPS STUDENTS 

The Foundation for Christian Educa
tion was established in 1964 in Nashville, 
Tennessee. During the 20 years of its 
service, the Foundation has assisted more 
than 200 students and has disbursed 
approximately $200,000. Students have 
been enrolled in Christian colleges and 
schools of preaching in the United States 
and abroad. 

The Foundation has as its principal in
tent the furnishing of financial aid to 
students in Christian colleges and 
schools who are determined on careers 
of service and/ or leadership in chu rches 
of Christ. Current President is Robert L. 
Kendrick, who is an elder in the Green 
Hills Church in Nashville, Tennessee, an 
attorney. 

Studen ts in Christian schools (and 
those who w ill enroll in such schools) 
who will pursue l ives of Christian service 
may make application for financial aid. 
The Foundation is not connected w ith 
any specific school, favors no specific 
school, and ho lds no bias against any of 
the Christian colleges or schools. In
formation may be obtained from Founda
tion of Christian Education, 3609 Gen
eral Bate Drive, Nashville, TN 37204. 

J, D. ROTHWELL 
). D. Rothwell was born on February 

1, 1912 in Childress, Texas, and was a 
gospel preacher for 55 years. He passed 
away on February 27, 1983, age 71 years. 

He was united in marriage to Opal 
Davis on February 18, 1934 in Memphis. 
). D. was a graduate of the Childress 
High School, and attended Arizona 
Christian College in Phoenix, 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and ch ildren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

S12-399-5585 

He served in the ministry at Phoenix, 
Weatherford, Okla., Houston and Sey
mour, Texas, Bakersfield, Calif., and 
Estelline along wi th several other places. 

He is survived by his w ife; Mrs. Opal 
Rothwell, and son Pau l Rothwell of 
Houston, and one daughter M rs. Jerry 
Don Nelson of Phoenix, Ariz. 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial, growing outreach work now 
seek a mature , experienced evangelist t o grow with them to a 
fullness in Ch ri st. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
time to an evangelistic thrust akin to that described in I Cor. 
9: 16-22? Would you be challenged by an opportun ity to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4: 12-1 3 and 2 Tim. 
2: 1-2, 24-25? Would you like to take your turn with the con
grega tion's o the r men to nourish the flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer "yes." to th ese questions. please submit your re-
swne. curriculum vitae, and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction , Colorado 8 1501 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Sa ints Meet is the result of a pa ins· 
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for libera l arts C<?lleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion , schools of preach ing, and child care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and inva luable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15 % postage and handl ing - Texas residents add 5 % sa les t ax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 19, 1983 



WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. De gree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangel ism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has.the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 

anyt~ing else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• -. c~' 

~0\) 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

~~'!J 
<t.~'f\''f\~ CONTACT US: 

~c 
~ c.P OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

0 
~to-'\"' Dept. FF 

~0~ P. 0. Box IBC 
o'"<t. '~ Florence, AL 35630 

~,a" 1-800-982-4807 or 
~0 1-205-766-6610 
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40TH ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 

For reservations and further informa
tion, contact Mrs. Kanet Thomas, De
partment of Church Services, at (213) 
456-4270. 

"That We Might Live" is the theme for 
Pepperdine University's 40th Annual 
Bible Lectu reship April 19-22 on the 
University's Malibu campus. 

The lectureship focuses on great les
sons from the epistle to Titus, and fea
tures keynote speaker Gary Beauchamp 
of Dallas, Texas. Others presenting main 
lectures are Lynn Anderson, Tony Ash, 
Joe Barrett, Clyde Muse, Landon 
Saunders and Rubel Shelley. 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 

Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contad UJ fOil free estimate. 

P. 0. :8« 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817·645-9208 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (5!2) 282-2486 

DON A LEE WILSON, INC. 

General Contraaor 

CHURCH BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 

Construction Management 

Commercial-Industrial-Institutional 

P.O. Box 1853-Chico, CA 95927 

Telephone 916/345-2425 

Contractor's License No. 257778 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

AIJ..,,.,JC/,tf,;.,n Undergraduate 

Schoof of Re/,gion & Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Fufl Schofatshtps Ava,lablt Fot Fufl Ttmfl Studttnts on M1un C1mpus 

Gl ~pp1011ed 011 C1mpus Progrltm AVIIIIOI~ 

Call Collect for Or. Rex A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Allonta Hlghwoy. Monlgomery. AL 36117 

Sterl ing Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services, including helping 
you: 
• Locate an available channel 
•Qualify for FCC license 
• Build and equip a station 
•Train your staff 
• Program your station 

The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information, call or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899·9393 

0t~WG 
SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 19, 1983 



FOURTH ANNUAL 
GREATER VISALIA LECTURESHIP 

THEME: ''Love9 Truth& Unity: Can We Have All Three?'' 

MAIN SPEAKERS: Bobby Duncan, Wendell Winkler, Troy Cummings 

SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 1983 

10:30 A.M. 
10:45 A.M. 
6:00P.M. 
7:30P.M. 

Bobby Duncan at Central 
Wendell Winkler at West Visalia 
Wendell Winkler at Central 
Bobby Duncan at West Visalia 

MONDAY, MAY 16, 1983 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00A.M. Wendell Winkler "God's Love for Man & the Proper 

Attitudes Towards lt." 
10:00 A.M. Bobby Duncan 
1:00 P.M. Troy Cummings 
2:00P.M. Steve Orduno 

AT CENTRAL 

"Can Brethren All See the Bible Alike?" 
'·Loving the Sinner & Hating the Sin'' 
·'Elijah: Disturber of Israel or Peace 

Bringer?" 

7:00P.M. Bobby Duncan "The Bible: Basis for Unity" 

8:00P.M. Wendell Winkler "Can We Be 'Loving' & Stand for the 
Truth. Too?'' 

TUESDAY, MAY 17, '983 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00A.M. Bobby Duncan 

10:00 A.M. Wendell Winkler 
1:00 P.M. Troy Cummings 
2:00P.M. Eldon Lewis 

AT CENTRAL 

"Can We Be 'Loving' & Tolerate Sin 
& Error?" 

·'The Preaching Attitude of the Prophets·· 
"How to Recognize a False Teacher" 
··Christian Liberty - An Excuse for 

Tolerating Sin?'' 

7:00P.M. Wendell Winkler "Mt. 9:36 -Jesus' Attitude Towards 
the Ignorant·' 

8:00P.M. Bob.by Duncan "Youth Rallies: What Do Our Youth 
Really Need to Hear?'' 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 1983 
AT WEST VISALIA 
9:00A.M. Wendell Winkler "What Part Does Love Play in Unity?" 

10:00 A.M. Bobby Duncan "Love & Marking False Teachers" 
1 :00 P.M. Troy Cummings "Positive & Negative Preaching" 
2:00P.M. Don Ruhl "Hebrews 12- Heavenly Discipline" 

AT CENTRAL 
7:00P.M. Bobby Duncan "How Do We Distinguish Between Matters 

of Faith & Matters of Opinion?" 
8:00P.M. Wendell Winkler "Mt. 23- Jesus' Attitude Towards the 

Willinglingy Disobedient'· 

THURSDAY. MAY 19, 1983 

AT WEST VISALIA 
9':oo A.M. Bobby Duncan 

10:00 A.M. Wendell Winkler 
1 :00 P.M. Troy Cummings 

"Is it Unloving to Withdraw from the 
Disorderly?·· 

''How We Can Love One Another More·· 
''Indistinctive Preaching: Where Will it 

Lead Us?" 
2:00P.M. Mike Tackett "Why Have We Divided?" 

AT CENTP.AL 
7:00P.M. Wendell Winkler "Preaching the Truth in Love" 
8:00P.M. Bobby Duncan "Is There Hope?" 

MAY 15-19, 1983 

A JOINT PRESENTATION OF: 

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1320 S. Church St. 
MARK K. LEWIS, Preacher 
(209) 732-5670 

WEST VISALIA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4400 W. Tulare Ave. 
ALLEN ROBERTSON, Preacher 
(209) 732-7515 



BOOKS ~n Review 
A BOOK BY BOOK STUDY OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. Rubel Shelly. Privately 
published. 123 pp. $6.95 

Likewise an 8Y2 X 11 study guide to 
the overall purpose and content of all 
new Testament books. 26 lessons that 
bring out the highlights. Written on a 
high school-college level, this material 
makes excellent Bible school study 
guide. Bible-centered. Factual. Concise, 
yet thorough. 

PSALMS Volume I. David Payne. West
minster. 277 pp. Cloth $10.95. Paper 
$5.95 

Written as a sort of "daily meditation" 
designed to take the student through the 
first 72 Psalms, this book offers some 
excellent observations along with 
present-day apf?lications of the beauti
ful principl_es of living contained in the 
Psalms. 

& II SAMUEL David Payne. West
minster. 277 pp. Cloth $10.95. Paper 
5.95 

A daily study guide to the books of 
Samuel. · Present-Clay lessons from an 
ancient source. They fit because human 
nature does not change. 

LIVING BY THE RULES. Rubel Shelly. 
20th Century Christian. 122 pp. 
$2.95 

Some excellent writing in the field of 
Christian ethics is this book of sermons 
growing out of the author's lessons on 
the Ten commandments. Eternal prin .. 
ciples are just. as apf?licable today as 
then. It would be hard to find a better 
treatment of these subjects. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT COVE
NANT. Mont Smith. College Press. 
472 p. $13.50 

The most thorough and exhaustive 
treatment of the Covenant that we have 
seen. The Covenant is far more im
portant in our Theology than many us 
realize. Very few have a thorough under
standing of the subject. This treatment 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

·Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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should be an every library shelf. A 44 
page Bibliography, scripture index and 
subject index adds greatly to the stu
dent's scope beyond the pages of the 
book. 

DECLARING GOD'S RIGHTEO.USNESS. 
John Waddy. Choate. 247 p. $6.00 

Fifty abridged sermons covering~ a 
Wide range of subjects. It's a good book 
to hand to a friend in whose soul you 
have an interest. 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE 
BIBLE. Owen Crouch. College Press. 
351 p. $13.50 

A rather unique approach to the in-

ternal evidences debate. Selected books 
of the Bible are used to arrive at the 
conclusion that here is, indeed, the re
vealed will of the Living God. 

STACY'S SERMONS. John Stacy. Choate. 
$6.00 

Full content outlines in series ori the 
Apostles, Christ, The Non-Conversions 
of Acts and The Gospel Armour. In out
line form but full enough to contain 
many suggestions and thought starters. 

When sending a book for review fn these 
columns, please be sure to dnclude the price. 

AD books nmewed here ma7 be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publishing Roue. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handllng on orders of $10.00 
or less: 10% on orders over $10.00. 

Looking for a chance to support a new, 'exciting way to help ·9hildren 
grow? 

Help a unique Christian learning center to provide children 6-14 and be
yond with challenging, experience-based Christian education in all the 
knowledge about God's world children need; individualized learning 
from an educational fairyland full of inspiring experiences; computer in
struction; ·knowledge of the New Testament's original language and first
century Christianity. 
Anyone donating $25 or more or gives on a continuing basis or refers us 
to people who do either of these will receive a gift of exploration and 
discovery in an illustrated 86-page book of .new, original Christian hymns. 
Write Christian Learning Center, 1657 ·Dorsey Ave., East Point, GA 30344. 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds 

Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Total Issue $1,300,000-Aiready earning interest 
(Subject to prior sale) 

* Use bonds for your IRA for 1982 and 1983 
*Open a self directed IRA * Use bonds for children•s·or grandchildren's educational fund 

For information or offering circular contact the Development Office of lubbock 
Christian College, 5601 W. 19th St., lubbock 79407 (806) 792-3221·Ext. 243 or 
in Amarillo contact Fred Selby, (806) 359-4046, P.O. Box 7174, Amarillo, TX 
79114. 

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering Is made by 
prospectus only. -For Texas Residents Only-

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 19, 1983 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising In this section $1.60 per llne. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekin4r preachen. Abo other 
ac:eeptahle matter. 

CALIFORNIA CALLS! Good facilities all clear. Chris
tians wanted to come here to stay and help us grow. 
Great potential! Inquire, LINDA VISTA CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 7277 FULTON STREET, SAN DIEGO, CALI
FORNIA 92111, (619) 277-5006; (619) 284-4072. 
CHARLES B. MIDDLETON, Ph.D. 
Would like part time preaching job within radius of 
100 miles of Howton. Please call 1-713-358-7845. 
Alfred Pehl, 3227 Sycamore Springs, Kingwood, TX 
77339. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleaannton, Cnllfornln 941S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 308-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pny and bene
fits. If Interested. rontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rnll 707/448-3557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISH.ED,:......,B=-=1"=8-=L-=ES---=-=--w-r,..,.lte---:f,.-o-r ....,f,....re-e 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
VUltiA, ARIZ,, 651 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
TIMEX SINCLAIR 1000 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE for churches and leaders. Send 
for free catalog: 2716 Colo. Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 

Retirement Approachingl 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Histor1cal, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-S116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
Wnablal!l:'ton, D.C. area-ZO minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vlrglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'11-4147, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 E. Morgan Ave,. 
U.S. 400 EaRt OppoRite K-Mnrt. Office 4'1'1• 
52'71. Dobb7 Wade, Min. 4'78-40110. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
SonR Leaders and Song Writers. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ in Wahiawa, Hawaii is in need 
of a full-time preacher-minister. The}' are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary, fringe benefits, 
and are willing to bear the expense of moving Items 
of necessity. Individuals interested in working In a vel)' 
challenging, exciting and rewarding area, please send 
a current resume with minimum of five references, a 
tape of recent sermons and a family picture to the 
Church of Christ in Wahiawa, 1881 California Avenue, 
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
~.r~~~\f.rovided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 

Traveling thru Florida? Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of 1-75, exit (441) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904-462-3326. 
FOR SALE: A. B. :::D;,..:IC=-=-K~O,..;:F:O:-FS=-:E;:,T,...-::-D..,..,U~P,....,LI-=c,...,.A=To=R,-Model 
326. Has been under service contract all its life. Ex
cellent condition, $1,000.00 firm. Alpine Church of 
Christ, Longview, Texas, Ph. 214 758-0161. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters De11ree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
3 buses available. Two 1965 models and one 1966. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 276, Fort Morgan, CO 
80701 or call Bill Johnston, 303-867-2865. 
I am a gospel preacher who has partial support to 
work witfi a small congregation with growth potential 
located in the South. Call (817) 893-5852. 
I WOULD LIKE FILL-IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH
ING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
CLYDE F. SMITH, 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 
CALL 915·333-3516. 
Wanted: Youth Minister to coordinate Bus Ministry 
and Education. Five bus routes presently bringing about 
125 on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church of Christ, 2200 McDowell Road, Vincennes, 
Indiana 47591. 

S. N. C. E. REUNION 
Anyone who has ever attended camp as a camper, staff 
member, member of the Board of Directors, or associ
ated with camp in any way Is invited to attend a 
reunion on June 25, 1983 at 4000 West Oakey Blvd., 
Las Vegas, NV. For more information call (702) 
877-9629. 
Minister Available: No hobbies. Age: 30. Married, 2 
children. FHC OCC graduate. Eight years full time 
experience with 2 congregations. Will use elders of 
both as references. Call 714/739-4527. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full time pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory L. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, IL 62521; 
(217) 422·0143 or (217) 423·6218. 

EMPLOYMENT 
EASTERN LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK-Timothy Hill 
Children's Ranch is now accepting applications for 
fulltime houseparents. Christian couple to live in resi
dence serving ten boys. Attractive setting and exciting 
program. Good pay and benefits. Please contact Doug
las L. Mead, Program Director, P.O. Box 284, River· 
head, N.Y. 11901 or call 516-369·1234. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: Doctrinally sound, conserva
tive, and zealous to work with an active, growing 
congregation. Elders preferred. Experienced in radio, 
TV, newspaper work. Location unimportant so long as 
support is sufficient; love, unity, and labor prevails. 
Crendentials provided upon request. Must relocate by 
June 30th. Contact: Roy A. Crutcher, church of Christ, 
11512 S. Normandy, Worth, 11. 60482; call 312/371-
7367 or 312/361-4230. 
FREE SONG BOOKS-Great Songs of the Church. 
Maroon binding; good condition; 400 total; we will 
mail you all or part. Church of Christ, 1801 E. Main 
St., League City, TX 77573 (713) 332-1015. 

NOTICE 
Trustees of the Christian Home for the Aged Debt 
Retirement Campaign Fund are trying to locate bond
holders with the following last known address: 

Mildred Filsburg, Texarkana, Texas 75501 
Elizabeth Watson, 140 Lindenwood, St. Charles Mis-

souri 63301 
Anyone with information concerning either of these 
persons should contact the trustees at the following 
address: 10424 Hillcroft, Houston, '£exas 77096. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm FoondatloD 
tries to sereen advert111lng, and will not 
kDowlagly take questionable advertlalag. 
But It Is the reader's responsibility to ID• 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwlttlnglT run an uaworthT ad. 
As the old aa7ln.r goes, before 7'0U lavest. 
lavestla-ate I 

~ 

Order By Phone Toil-Free 

Continental U.S. 1-800·531·5227 
Texas Residents 1·800·252·91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

Southwestern 
SINGING SCHOOL 

June 19 - 24, 1983 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

~ ~~ i 3 i I ~ i I ~ j I 3 
1. Let ead> wice ...-< the _,with ...,..; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 
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''WASH'' or ''IMMERSE''? 
THE CHINESE BIBLE SAYS \\WASH" 

(This is only one example of the problems of inaccuracies 
and archaisms in present Chinese Bible translations.) 

ONE BILLION SOULS ARE AT STAKE! 

*THE NEW TESTAMENT IS NOW BEING 
TRANSLATED INTO MODERN CHINESE 

*THE UNION TRANSLATION OF 1919 
IS BEING REVISED 

NEEDED: 
~ Congregations interested in seeing a 20-minute slide presentation 

-will be mailed for saheduled showings or carried by key men 
~ Funds for translation & printing 

THE ELDERSHIP 

Ken Stegall, Minister 
(405) 924-9492 

- Interested groups or individuals please contact 7th & s·eech Church of Christ - Durant, Oklahoma-



Vol. 100, No. 17 

AT THE MIDWEST EVANGELISM SEMINAR the house would 
not hold them! The Palmer house in Chicago completely over
flowed with over 1,800 Christians who used "Spring Break" 
to come from 90 campuses in 29 states and 10 countr~es .to 
participate. The Heritage Chapel church of Charleston, lllmo1s 
sponsored the event and was joi!led by a goodly numbe~ .of 
s1ster congregations. Plans are bemg made for a larger faCility 
for next year's event. 

Austin, Texas, April 26, 1983 
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Personal Discipleship 

Needed: a seminar for training leaders, including 
elders, in personal discipleship. 

We have very little going on that would help an in
div!dual id.entify closely with the local ~ongregation of 
whach he IS a member, much less with the Lord who 
bought him with blood. 

. What is. the co~gregation you are a part of doing to 
stamulate mterest m personal devotion, Bible study, pri
vate prayer, memorizing of the Scriptures, self-dedica
tion or an interest in· someone's lost soul? What is the 
a~erage c~ngregation-your congregation-doing to 
star enthusaasm for evangelization and discipleship? 

We are becoming entirely too casual in our relation
ship with God. If we had a date with the President of the 
United States we would dress for the occasion in our 
very best. Why do we come to worship dressed as if we 
~~re. going on a picn!c, or to a hog-calling? We believe 
1t IS Improper to go mto the presence of God without 
fear and trembling. It seems to us to be in good taste if 
one who serves the sacred supper of our Lord to people 
wash~d spotlessly white in his blood should dress ap
propriately for the occasion. It is at least a sign of appreci
ative dJscipleship. 

Grace is always incarnated. It is as true in discipieship 
as when God in Christ reconciled the world unto him
self. Discipleship demands that we have concerns out
side ourselves and that we spend ourselves in the inter
est of others. Oh, Lord, I really need to wash some feet! 

We need a new look at what discipleship really is. 
The church service does not replace the sanitation de
partment, s~ that one can dump his garbage of the past 
week, knowmg that the garbage is dumped,. but that the 
can is left so that next week-he can refill it and then 
show ~p next Sunday at the dump station and unload. 
What 1s our main reason for going to church? What 
really happens to you when you worship? Anything 
much? 
A~d service to others; does it come automatically, 

welhng up out of a Christ-like spirit, or is it the Boy
Scout-good-deed-for-the-day stuff? 

One of the greatest things ever said about jesus was 
that "He emptied himself." He gave up heaven. He lived 
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penniless. He voluntarily submitted to the cross. He 
shed his blood. He emptied himself. The cross does not 
kill a man instantly like a bullet does. It hangs him 
there and lets him die. All of this might have been in 
jesus' mind when he said, 11 lf any man would be my 
disciple, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and fol
low me." 

Cross-bearing is the measure of discipleship. A cross 
is not a burden as most of us think, nor is it a terrible 
weight under which we stumble. It is a symbol of our 
complete rejection of the world, and the world of us. 
It is the mark of the point of no return, where commit
ment is past the possibility of apostasy. 

So long as we are satisfied with mediocre service, or 
come to worship because we feel it is a duty, we ought 
to keep an ear open for the triple crowing of the cock. 

If jesus had had anything less than total commitment 
the world would never have had a Savior. Appreciation 
for our own salvation will demand total commitment of 
us. It is really tragic when we hear Christians making light 
of total commitment. The closeness with which we walk 
in the footsteps of jesus is determined by our commit
ment. The greater our faith the closer we walk. It is our 
lack of faith that allows us to follow afar off. 

A new term is making its appearance among us. It is 
·ldiscipling." Oh, the term is in the Bible airight, but we 
haven't used it much until lately. It is a good sign, now 
that we are beginning to talk about 11discipling" people. 
We could spend a lot more time than we do in molding 
and making people after his will. 

Not until there is that mind in us that was in Christ 
jesus will there be the likeness of Christ in our lives. We 
produce the likeness of Christ in individual lives. Each 
of us must personally effect it. Discipleship is as individ
ualistic as is the judgment. If we thought more about dis
ci piing than we do about shepherding, elders might ful
fill their tasks more fully. After all, the work of elders is to 
disciple people. They !'!lust help people put godliness in
to action until there appears in each soul for which they 
must answer the likeness of him who died that they 
might live. 
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Do We Fear the Doctrine of Divine Grace? 
RUBEL SHELLY 

As clear as Scripture is about the doctrine of salvation by 
grace, some· people seerl) to fear the doctrine. While giving 
lip service to the doctrine, they nevertheless teach an achieve
ment-oriented religion and present the religion of jesus Christ 
in terms of a demand rather than a free gift. Why? 

The fear seems to exist among many people that an em
phasis on the doctrine of grace will eliminate the notion of 
human responsibility in salvation. How shall we understand 
such a fear? What can be said to it? 

If by "human responsibility" one wishes to imply that sal
vation can be achieved by anything we do, the doctrine of 
grace would destroy it. Our sinful pride sometimes will not 
allow us to admit that our sin problem is beyond us. There is 
nothing we can do to undo sin or earn our way back into 
divine fellowship. Recently I heard of a man who explained 
grace this way: we sinners do all we can to be righteous and 
trust God to take up the slack. Blasphemy. All our righteous 
deeds are like filthy garments (d. lsa. 64:6) and can never 
qualify us for God's favor. 

If by "human responsibility" one wishes merely to hold 
that salvation is never coercive and against a sinner's will, he 
should understand that the doctrine of grace in no way im
plies the opposite. God offers his mercy and grace through 
Christ, but that offer is not one of force. By the love demon
strated at Calvary, heaven woos us; beyond that, nothing will 
be done to cause us to accept grace against our wills in the 
matter. Each of us is free to accept or reject it. The New 
Testament knows nothing of "irresistible grace." 

Acceptance of grace is by faith; rejection comes about 
through unbelief. The preaching of jesus is called "the gospel 
of the grace of God" (Acts 20:24), and faithful preaching of 
that message coupled with faith on the part of hearers brings 
salvation (Gal. 2:16). Faith, as the term is used in the New 
Testament, is the eager response of one who has en·countered 
in the gospel the good news of God's saving action and who 
obediently embraces the grace of God offered in that mes
sage. Faith is no human achievement or work of merit but a 
free act of surrender to Jesus in repentance and baptism. 

Biblical faith is a strong response to the gospel-not the 
weak and minimal response sought by some preaching today. 
Hence Paul could describe his divinely appointed ministry as 
"grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations" (Rom. 1 :5). 

Perhaps the fear of some is that the doctrine of grace will 

remove the motivation for good works altogether and result 
in spiritual lethargy among those who hear it taught. 

While Paul denied that grace is the reward for our good 
works, he was very clear in affirming that grace produces 
good works appropriate to a new life. "Do not yield your 
members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield your
selves to God as men who have been brought from death to 
life, and your members to God as instruments of righteous
ness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 
not under law but under grace" (Rom. 6:13-14). 

Crace does not stand over against good works. Its antithesis 
is not good works but merit. No merit attaches to anything a 
believer does with regard to salvation. 

Take Paul's own life as a case in point. Though he believed 
and taught the doctrine of the grace of God, one could hardly 
consider him a lazy Christian. He preached, suffered for 
Christ, and finally died as a martyr to the faith. He was not 
working for acceptance; he was working because he had al
ready been accepted. 

He was demonstrating his gratitude for divine mercy 
through sacrificial service. "But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the con
trary, 1 worked harder than any of them though it was not I, 
but the grace of God which is with me" (I Cor. 15:10). 

By a bold strategy of love, heaven has taken the demand 
which was laid on us and fulfilled it through jesus. In our 
weakness, we were unable to keep a holy law and could never 
be good enough to get to heaven. But one who was good 
enough and who did keep the law without sin appeared. 
uWhile we were yet helpless, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly .... But God shows his love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:6, 8). 

The one sin that can keep a person from God now is the 
exceeding sinful sin which does not know its true condition. 
The ultimate of sins against God is not adultery, murder, 
lying, or stealing; it is blindness to our impotent lostnes~ and 
helplessness. To think that you can somehow make 1t to 
heaven without throwing yourself totally on the grace of God 
is the ultimate sin which will bar you from his presence 
eternally. . 

Let us not fear the doctrine of grace. Rather, let us teach 1t 
boldly and joyfully-for it is the only hope of sinners. 

2206 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 37212 
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A biblical perspective on 

Leading and Following 

Many church difficulties can be traced 
to problems arising from the relation
ship between leaders and followers. For 
example, the leaders can sit behind 
closed doors and issue a decree which 
proves to be unpopular, unwise, and 
goes beyond the trust allotted to them. 
Pressure must then be put on the follow
ers to follow until everything bursts wide 
open and many are hurt as the result. On 
ttle other hand, there are times when it 
seems the followers almost enjoy criti
cizing and destroying their leaders. 
Nothing can happen, no progress can be 
made, no good work can be accom
plished because the leaders refuse to 
follow. 

Though the New Testament churches 
had their problems, it does not appear 
that they were blitzed with the leader
follower problems we encounter today. 
These problems can be resolved to a 
great extent if we would recognize a 
lliblical principle that puts into perspec
tive the relationship of the leader to the 
follower and the follower to the leader. 
This principle was true of Jesus in his 
earthly ministry, is true in the husband 
and wife relationship, and ought to be 
true in the relationship of the leaders 
and followers in the Lord's church. 

One of the best descriptions of jesus 
is found in Philippians 2:5-11. Jesus' di
vinity and humanity stand out in this 
passage, and both must be emphasized 
to avoid heresy. He is described as a 
humble bond-servant who submitted 
himself to death on the cross; and as 
God the Son to whom all will bow. 

While on the earth, jesus saw himself 
primarily as a servant. Throughout the 
Gospels it is emphasized that Fie did not 
come "to be served, but to serve" (Matt. 
28:29). As a servant he loved, cared, 
ministered, healed, washed feet, and 
died. It is astonishing to think that God 
the Son was born a peasant, lived a life 
of service, and died as a criminal. While 
on the earth his favorite title for himself 
was not "Son of God" but "Son of man " 
and so he livea as a servant in perfect 
obedience to God's will. 

On the other hand we see jesus pri
marily as "Lord of lords" and "King of 
kings." We understand that the Father 
has exalted the Son and all are expected 
to submit to his Lordship. There are nu
merous examples of people being ex
horted to submit to jesus as Lord and 
giving him honor and praise. From our 
point of view, as foiJowers, we primarily 
think of Jesus as the One to whom we 
give our allegiance; whereas while upon 
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this earth Jesus, the Leader, saw himself 
primarily as a servant. 

While reading A Theology of Church 
Leadership by Richards and Hoeldtke, I 
was challenged to choose a chart which 
best pictured the relationship between 
my wife and myself. The first chart il
lustrated the "command model," with 
the husband obviously over the wife; the 
second, the "sharing model," with the 
husband and wife sharing headship; and 
the third, the "servant model," with the 
head under and supporting the wife. 
After serious consideration I choose the 
third chart as the one which best de
scribed our home. When I showed the 
charts to my wife, without hesitation she 
said the first chart best described our 
family. Who was right? After wrestling 
with the thought for some time, I finally 
decided that we were both right, de
pending upon which viewpoint was 
being considered. 

From the woman's point of view she 
needs to recognize the leadership of her 
husband and submit to it. Yet the pas
sages which pertain to men do not set 
the man up as a dictator. From a 
woman's perspective she needs to be 
submissive to her leader, her husband. 
From a man's perspective he needs to 
lead his family m the loving, caring, giv
ing, and understanding attitude of a 
servant. 

A good relationship in the home re
quires both the partners to have the 
proper perspective toward their relation
ship. Anytime a wife is not willing. to 
recognize the headship of her husl:iand 
there will be needless arguments and a 
lot of bitterness. Anytime a man is ob
sessed with his headship and sees him
self as "the boss," -and not as a servant, 
there are worse problems! A good mar
riage requires a beautiful blend of both 
partners looking at their relationship 
from the proper perspective. 

This concept is true as well in the 
church. Leaders need to perceive them
selves as servants; and followers need to 
recognize and submit to those who are 
leading. The perspective is different for 
each group. 

If anyone would have ever had the 
right to claim an authoritative position of 
power over others in the Lord's church, 
it would have been Jesus' chosen twelve 
apostles. Certainly nobody would claim 
a higher rank than these men. Yet jesus 
made it very clear on many occasions 
that they should see themselves as ser
vants. To be great they had to be as a 
child, the least. They definitely were not 

to "lord over" or "exercise authority 
over" others, but they were to be as 
servants and slaves. Instead of striving 
for positions of power they were to 
"wash feet." Even with the cross only a 
few hours away, jesus again made it very 
clear to them that they were to be as a 
servant. 

If the chosen twelve apostles of jesus 
could not reign in an authoritative posi
tion over the church in their day, who 
is there who can claim such a position 
today? Leaders need to see themselves 
as servants and be reminded of the truth 
that no one part of the body can be 
promoted over the body. A preacher 
cannot read a passage as 2 Timothy 2:24-
26 and help but realize that as one who 
serves he is to be gentle and kind with 
people even when they are wrong! 
Elders cannot read a passage like 1 
Peter 5:1-4 and come to any other con
clusion than that they are to lead 
through their example and teaching as 
shepherds. Though they are to be 
shepherd, elders must realize that they 
too are sheep and they are not to "lord 
over" the flock. Deacons need to see 
themselves as servants,· which is how 
"deacon" is properly translated. In the 
church one does not lead by lording, but 
by serving. 

In God's kingdom, leaders must see 
themselves as servants. On the other 
hand though, the followers must see 
their leaders from a correct point of view. 
Followers need to recognize, submit to, 
and respond in a positive way to their 
leaders. A follower is not a follower un
less he is following. 

. Even though some might take He
brews 13-17 to an unwarranted extreme, 
the truth of this passage must be main
tained. Followers are to "submit to" their 
leaders and respond to their leadership. 
From a follower's perspective, there 
needs to be a genuine desire to cooper
ate with, work with, obey, and respond 
to biblical leadership. Unless there is 
this response to leadership, the church is 
a motionless blob that self-destructs. 

It is a pity when we let the power 
structures in a secular society determine 
the organization in the Lord's church. It 
is just as much a pity when we let the 
humanistic pride that is ex-pressed in 
having to do things "my way" invade 
the mentality of those who claim to fol
low Jesus. Let's not forget that Jesus 
alone is the head, and as members it is 
our privilege to respond to his headship. 
11026 Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio, TX 
78230 
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Wailing 
JOHN GARDNER 

Most of us are not very good at waiting. We tap our fingers 
impatiently on the steering wheel waiting for the "long" 
traffic light to change. We can scarcely restrain the impulse to 
blow at the guy ahead the instant the light turns green. We 
fidget in our seats and thumb briskly through old magazines 
in the doctor's "waiting room." We bristle with irritation 
when the "express lane" in the supermarket moves too 
slowly, or when the lady ahead of us has one too many items 
to be in that lane. Promises of quick service with no waiting 
lure us to certain businesses. We want photos taken today 
processed and in our hands tomorrow. We are geared to 
the instant, the quick, and the fast things of life-a lifestyle 
with a minimum of waiting. 

When things get tough for us-1 mean really tough-we 
want instant relief. But such relief when it comes may take its 
own sweet time arriving on the scene. We want help NOW, 
but circumstances and God's will may combine to send it 
later-much later at times than we thought possible. Days 
drag on into months, then years. Why have things not im
proved? Why are they worse? Where is God with all of his 
power and goodness during what seems at the time like an 
endless wait? Why should we keep on hoping and waiting? 

In the days of pain and fruitlessness and weariness, the 
believer must cast himself totally upon the mercy of his God. 
He must affirm even in the midst of the long dark night that 
God is still in charge; that the almighty still cares; that he will 
act; that waiting is worth it when you are dealing with God. 

If ever there was a time when you would think people had 
reached the bottom of despair, where they had to have help 
instantly or die, it was following the complete overthrow of 
Jerusalem in the days of Jeremiah. The prophet had predicted 
utter catastrophe for the city and saw it happen. He cried out 
in anguish in five funeral dirges, preserved for us in the book 
of Lamentations. The heart of the prophet "drawn and quar
tered" over God's visitation of wrath is set forth from begin
ning to end in the book. 

Yet buried in the center of Lamentations are three verses 
that hold a key to endurance, to perseverance, to waiting and 
not giving up. "Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; there
fore will I hope in him. Jehovah is good unto them that wait 
for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man 
should hope and quietly wait for the salvation of Jehovah" 
(lam. 3:24-26). What faith in the midst of so much disappoint-

ment and destruction! Standing amidst the stench of death 
and decay, the mourning prophet unwaveringly affirmed 1) 
God is still in charge, 2) God is still good, 3) God is still faith
ful to bless his own, and 4) God brings full deliverance in 
hi~ own good time. It is good to wait on the Lord because he 
is good to those who thus wait. 

Waiting for Deliverance 
When sickness and suffering come to us or those we love, 

we must wait upon the Lord to deliver us. He will surely send 
release in the form of healing or passage to the next life, but 
we must wait until he has finished his purpose. We must not 
despair or take matters into our own hands. Bring the best 
treatments under the care of the best doctors, pray with all 
your heart ... and wait. We can do that because we know 
our God is good to those who wait, to those who call upon 
him. 

Waiting for Increase 
We plant God's spiritual seed and water it. We water it 

some more. We plant seed in other soils and water it too. We 
know that God alone can give the increase. But how long 
must we wait? When will God show us some fruits for all of 
our teaching and praying and counseling? When will we see 
souls reborn and souls reclaimed? We are told emphatically 
that our "labor is not vain in the Lord." So we must work and 
wait. He will send increase in due time. 

Waiting for His Coming and Better Things 
By far the greatest longing, the most patient wait in the life 

of the true disciple is that which focuses on the glorious ap
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. We know that when Christ 
comes, we shall be like him, our temporal body having been 
transformed into a new one suited for glory. We "groan 
within ourselves" as we wait for the coming of Jesus, the 
consummation of all things, and the full redemption of our 
bodies. 

And if the Savior delays his coming, we soon begin to wait 
for the final scenes of this life to fade so that we might enter 
that glorious realm before us. 

In all this waiting we are to do, there is good to be had and 
good to be done. For the waiting the Lord blesses is not 
basically passive and receptive, but active and giving. 

25 Union Place, Vicksburg, MS 39180 
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Not Caring That We Do Not Care DAN HOLL.;AND 

James writes: 11Whosoever shall keep 
the whole law, yet stumble in one point, 
he is become guilty of all" (James 2:1 0). 
The law of God stands unified by love 
against sin, and any sin offends the 
wnole law. Paul wrote about sin: "The 
good which I would I do not; but the 
evil which I would not, that I practice" 
(Rom. 7:19). We call sins of doing what 
we should not do "sins of commission." 
We recognize that we should feel guilt 
for such sins and repent of them. 

But what about "sins of ommision," 
the sins of not doing what we should do? 
James writes: 11To him therefore that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin" (4:17). As a person learns 
God's law, he becomes aware of his sin 
(see Rom. 7:7; Phil. 3:15-17). A Chris
tian sins when he refuses to do some
thing he can do which he knows will 
please God (see John 8:29; Heb. 13:16; I 
John 3:22; James 1 :27). And Paul taught 
that love, not just deeds alone, is what 
pleases God (see 1 Cor. 13:3). "Love thy 
neighbor as thyself," Jesus said, and Paul 
revealed "The whole law is fulfilled in 
one word, even in this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself" (Gal. 5:14). Paul 
wrote: "Let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap 
if we faint not. So then, as we have op~ 
portunity, let us work that which is good 
!?ward all men" (Gal. 6:10). jesus said: 

All things therefore whatsoever ye 
would that men should do unto you, 
even so do ye unto them" (Matt. 7:12). 
See also Colossians 1:9,10. 

. ~ins of omission open up the possi
bility of such an array of sins that some 
may be tempted to deny the reality of 
much of the sin in their lives. However 
the Christian is to feel remorse and guilt 
for all sin in his life. If he doesn't he is 
a willful sinner and "there remains no 
m~re a sacrifice for sins" (Heb. 10:26). 
Th1s does not mean that a Christian must 
continually feel guilt imposed on him by 
specific Jaws, but even so he cannot 
judge himself to be a perfect steward at 
any time. God is the Judge, and only 
when this life is over is the Christian 
steward to glory in God's praises of his 
stewardship. As a steward on earth, the 
Christian continually relies on the grace 
of God, considering himself an unprofit
able servant (see 1 Cor. 4:1-5; Phil. 3:12; 
Luke 17:9-10). John, writing about loving 
not only in word but in deed and truth, 
states that if a Christian's heart con
demns him, still in his heart he can be 
assured that he is not condemned by 
God because "God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things" (see 1 
John 3:18-21). The Christian, therefore, 
does not deny his sins but rather takes 
refuge in God wno knows the fullness of 
his loving heart. 

The danger to the Christian comes 
when he tries to excuse himself from sin 
since this rules out repentance and spir
itual growth. Not caring is a sin requiring 
repentance. But not caring that we do 
not care reveals a spiritual void where 
real love has died and where· empty 
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praise and worship become despising to 
God (see Amos 5:21). A Christian may 
encapsule himself in a narrow world of 
responsibility, not caring what happens 
beyond his selfish little domain, and ex
cusing himself, be condemned to hell by 
the Golden Rule (see John 12:48). This 
same attitude can engulf whole local 
churches who seem to care only about 
themselves, their building, their preacher 
(who preaches only to them), their 
classes, the prestige of their local church, 
etc. Those in God's grace can study every 
night of the week and all day Sunday 
but unless they learn to care about the 
souls of all men, they are deceiving 
themselves about their love for God's 
word. It is fast time that we realized, 
each one o us, that if we don't care 
about our vast uncaring attitude toward 
the lost, we will be condemned to hell 
by the Great Commission. 

Some Christians have listened to non
Christian psychologists who teach that 
guilt for wrong is a bad thing. This 
teaches that a person is to get rid of 
guilt by denying the existence of the 
wrong. Christians also might excuse 
themselves by putting on blinders, de
nying opportunities exist, and a lack of 
love makes them blind to opportunities. 
God knows the intent of our spirits (if 
we are disabled, sick or tired, for exam
ple) and he knows whether we desire 
service or selfishness. Christians also 
need some recreation, a change of pace, 
but even this should be done w1th a 
mind toward greater service . 

Christians might (and have) come up 
will the excuse: "If God wants it done 
he will get someone to do it. It is ego~ 
tistical for me to be concerned about it. 
God doesn't have to depend only on me 
to get his work done." This excuse tries 
to present a selfish, non-caring, unloving 
attitude as something righteous. This is 
the kind of Christian who may look 
down upon Christians who work to help 
others (spiritually and otherwise) as 
guilt-ridden people who could only be 
trying to save themselves by their works. 
The problem with this sad soul is that 
he doesn't understand God's grace (he 
feels little need for it, claiming to have a 
special knowledge of when God doesn't 
need his service), and he assumes that 
these unknowing bretiiren are necessari
ly working from some selfish motive, 
such as salvation from works. Of course, 
it is possible for people to work from 
this motive, but if they do they need 
teaching, not discouragement. 

The doin6 of what tte should is a very 
personal thmg for the Christian as he 
stands before God. He is to search the 
scriptures which furnish the man of God 
c~mpletely unto every good work (see 2 
T1m. 3:16). Those general and specific 
commands that originate in the mind 
of God are in the scriptures and are to 
be accepted by the Christian as law from 
God. All commands (general or specific) 
which are not in the scriptures originate 
in the mind of man and are not to be 
received from others as law from God. 

However, in seeking to act in specific 
ways to obey general commands in 
scnpture, the Christian's conscience 
grows in knowledge of God's will in his 
own life. The Christian is to pray for 
wisdom, and gaining experience of the 
word of righteousness, he grows in his 
ability to discern good and evil in his 
life. His conscience toward God accepts 
the knowledge of what he should do or 
should not do as the will of God in his 
life, and he must seriously and continu
ously be concerned about how his spirit 
accepts the will of God. Paul wrote: 
"Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling; for it is God who 
worketh inJou both to will and to work, 
for his goo pleasure." When a Christian 
gains knowledge of what he himself can 
do to please God, this becomes a law 
unto him and God requires obedience of 
that law for conscience sake. 

John writes that "Perfect love casteth 
out fear" (1 John 4:18), but only Jesus 
has reached that perfect love. The Chris
tian's goal is to rule out fear by the 
presence of perfect love in his heart. 
Jesus, promising the Holy Spirit to his 
disciples, said: "Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be fearful." Paul 
wrote: "The mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace." But the Christian, always with a 
will free to hold to faith or reject faith, 
can grieve the Holy Spirit. The Christian 
who thinks he stands must take heed 
lest he falls. 

One Christian cannot make a law for 
another Christian as God is the only law
maker. He is to be a doer of the law (as 
he seeks to please God in what he does) 
but he is not to use the law unto himself 
as a law unto others by which he judges 
others. If he speak~ against his brother, 
apart from scripture, he judges his 
brother and the law that brother seeks 
to live by to please God in his life. jesus 
taught that anytime we judge the life 
of another we will be -judged by the 
same law that we seek to place upon 
him. Each Christian is judged by the law 
his conscience learns is placed on him 
by God, not by any law placed on him 
which comes from the mind of man. 

For example, God's revealed teaching 
to the bondservant in Ephesians 6:5-8 is 
that he is to obey his earthly master 
(Christian or non-Christian) when the 
commands of the master have nothing 
to do with God's law. The master could 
in no way claim that God was speaking 
law through him to the Christian ser
vant. The Christian was obeying a re
vealed command about submission to 
his earthly master and also obeyed the 
law of love and peaceable living as he 
obeyed the revealed command to obey 
his master. By the same motivation, 
obeying revealed commands, the Chris
tian citizen freely obeys the laws of civil 
government, wives freely are in subje.c
tion to their Christian or non-Christian 
husbands, and children free in their 
hearts are to be in subjection to their 
Christian and non-Christian parents. 

There is a personal stewardship, a free
dom of cho1ce about good works, that 
wilful men have always tried to take 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The New Testament Church (1) 
JERRY HARVILL 

JERUSALEM: THE MOTHER CHURCH 

Jer~salem d~minates both Testaments as no other city of 
the B1ble. It f1rst appears as Salem, the city of the strange 
good king Melchizedek (Gen. 14), and last appears as th~ 
heavenly symbol of the city of God (Rev. 21). 

. To Jewis~ minds it was consummately the City of the Great 
Kmg, the s1te of the temple, and the spiritual center of Juda
ism. The Rabbis spoke of it as "th~ umbilical cord for the uni
verse," the ultimate reference-point for all else. To be "near" 
Zion was life indeed; to be "far off" was to be less than 
nothing (d. Eph. 2:11-21). 

This orientation is reflected in our New Testament when 
in fulfillment of prophecy (e.g. lsa. 2:1, 2), jesus focuses a~ 
Jerusalem the beginning of the spread of the gospel (luke 
24:44), and when Paul uses Jerusalem as the compass point 
for the radius of his own mission (Rom. 15:19). In fact, Paul 
finds maternal categories perfectly natural when speaking 
of Jerusalem (Gal. 4:25, 26). 

It was in Jerusalem that the church had its beginning (luke 
24:49; Acts 1 :8; 2:41, 42). There the apostles resided (Acts 
8:1), and from there the church spread throughout judea 
(Acts 8:2), Samaria (8:14), and to the rest of the ancient world 
(e.g. Acts 11:22, etc.). Understandably, early brotherhood con
flicts were mediated by "the pillars" in the church at Jerusa
lem (Acts 15), and the collection for the poor saints in that 
city became for Paul the symbol of solidarity and unity be
tween Christian Gentiles and Jews (Rom. 15:25-27). 

The Jerusalem church is impressively portrayed in the book 
of Acts. Luke tells that they "filled the city with their doctrine" 
(Acts 5:28, 42), and that their evangelistic fervor was so in
tense and so successful that they grew by leaps and bounds 
(Acts 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24). 

Besides these features of dynamic outreach, two internal 
aspects call for attention. The Jerusalem church faced the 
problem of cross-cultural discrimination (Acts 6:1-6). There 
were both "Hebrew" and "Grecian" members in her num
ber, and this refers to those having contrasting cultural back
grounds within Juda_ism. All were jewish; but culturally, they 
were vastly different. It should be remembered that it was no 
easier then than it is now to transcend such barriers: It has 
always been natural to ignore and boycott people who are 
"different" from us. But Christ came to break such barriers 
down and to make peace (Eph. 2:12-16), and, therefore, his 
church in Jerusalem could not allow discrimination to con
tinue among its membership. They dealt with their problem 
directly and creatively, and in the power of God solved it 
(Acts 6:5-7). 

A second internal aspect of the jerusalem church gives the 

~lue to .her success in handling the problem of cross-cultural 
mtegrat1on: uncommon generosity. From the start they mani
f~s!ed exemplary sensitivity to needs, and a beautiful spirit of 
g1vmg everything possible to meet those needs (Acts 2:44-46). 
They saw themselves as a family rather than as individual 
units, and no one was possessive about his belongings (Acts 
4:32-37). When church members are more concerned about 
others than they are with themselves, it is easy to solve dif
ferences. The good of the family will matter more than the 
cultural tastes of individuals. 

There are at least three things to which the dynamic char
acter of the Jerusalem church may be attributed. 

First, there is the manifest spirituality of the membership. 
!he presence and power of the Holy Spirit was a distinguish
mg mark from the beginning. This influence of the Spirit was 
great not merely in the miracles performed by the Apostles 
(Acts 2:43), but predominantly in the steadfastness and total 
commitment of the members (Acts 2:42-46; 4:32-37; 8:1). 

Second, Jer.usalem had the blessing of dynamic leadership. 
When a church is led by men who are full of the Spirit and 
wisdom (Acts 6:3), it cannot fail. 

Third, there is the prayer-factor. jerusalem was a praying 
church. Again and again in Acts we see that congregation 
relying for strength on prayer (2:42; 3:1f; 4:23-31; 6:6; 
12:5, 12). And in this regard, her leaders set the pace (6:4; 
7:56-59; 9:40; 10:9; 11 :5). Prayer was power at jerusalem. 

To sum up, when one sees at Jerusalem their aggressive 
evangelism, their unselfish problem solving, their spiritual de
votion, their Spirit-filled leaders, and their active prayer-life, 
one finds the. ingredients of dynamic New Testament Chris
tianity. To restore such qualities today is to reproduce the 
church at its best. 

3880 Lee Adams lane, lexington, KY 40514 

OOMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-all 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on band a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING BOUSE 

P. o. Box 810, Autin, Texas '18'18'1 
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What About Supporting Native Preachers? 
J. C. BAILEY 

We are assuming that it is right to 
support preachers ol the gospel by funds 
as provided by the church. These f~nds 
may be given through regular collections 
or they may be given by local members 
of the church. We are assuming that 
preachers may be supported to preach 
1n other places than in the congregation 
where the money is raised. So far as I 
know no one suggests that an American 
or Canadian preacher cannot be sup
ported any place in the world to preach 
the gospel. American preachers can be 
·supported to preach in Canada or En
gland or Australia and native preachers 
of these countries can be supported by 
funds from the churches in the U.S.A. 
However, there are those who would 
draw a line there, and say that native 
preachers cannot be supported with 
American funds, some Canadians join in 
the chorus, and say that native preachers 
cannot be supported with Canadian 
funds? 

If God is no respector of persons how 
can it be right to support a Canadian 
with American funds to preach to Indians 
but wrong to support an Indian to preach 
to the Indians? Has God some special 
laws that tell us how American money 
is to be used? Has God some special 
law that says how Canadian funds are to 
be used? I have failed to find such a 
dividing line in the Scriptures and my 
readers know as well as I know it that it 
is not there. Men are striving to bind a 

Discipleship Exacting 
As the church races through time to

ward the judgment, our charge to evan
gelize the world becomes more critical 
each day! Three things we might well 
consider in the light of the Great Com
mission are: (1) This world has passed 
the 4.7 billon population mark. (2) Most 
.people need help in understanding what 
the Bible commands them to do. (3) At 
least in our nation people are reading 
more books than ever before. 

Books are good if they are good 
books. The apostle Paul sought to spend 
his last days reading bool<s. Thus he 
charged Timothy to " ••• Bring ... the 
bool<s." Our colleges and universities 
give careful attention to building great 
libraries with strong sections of religious 
books. Many churches have fine li
braries, some with thousands of vol
umes. Sad to say· most church libraries 
are seldom used except to impress vis
itors passing through our buildings. 

Is it possible that we are allowing a 
fruitful means of evangelism to pass un
noticed before our very eyes? Consider 
with me for a moment the Public library 
as a tool of evangelism. Most public li
braries, especially in small towns, have 
little or. no religious sections. Among 
those books that are found, few if any 
will be written· by our brethren. 

Most libraries will graciously place on 
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human law on the churches. There is a 
preacher in India that has started 123 
churches. They have an 80% attendance 
at the Lord's table. Most of these church
es are growing. I am sure you could pay 
an American or a Canadian 3 times the 
money that this man gets and they would 
not get the work done that he does. 

This work is in what· is called the 
Agency Area. This is the poorer part of 
India. This work is about 80% self sup
porting. If this work had not had some 
American help I am sure that there would 
not be the success there has been. Shall 
we continue to have fellowship with 
these brethren or shall we say no, we 
have a theory, and according to that 
theory, you cannot support people of a 
different nation and so we shall have to 
quit. having fellowship with you in the 
great wo~k you are doing. It is our duty 
to evangelize the world and I am sure 
that a better job is being done by the 
method used than any other way, why 
should we abandon the present method 
for one that has never proved to be 
successful? 

Let me cite another case. There is a 
brother who is a leper (cured). He does 
not live in a real good area but better 
than the agency area of which we speak 
above. He has started six congregations. 
He gets $40 per month. They have built 
one church building and are saving 
money for another church building. They 

(Continued on page 12) 

TONY MEEKS 

their shelves any well written book that 
is donated. Let us suggest that initially 
books like How We Got the Bible, by 
Neil Lightfoot; Why We Believe the 
Bible by George DeHoff; or "The New 
Smith's Bible Dictionary" revised by 
Reuel Lemmons would be good. Later a 
set of commentaries like Coffman or 
McGarvey could be added along with 
general reference tools. Biograptlies of 
Restoration preachers woula also be 
well received. 

Good quality hardback books could 
be purchased from any of our brother
hood book stores such as Firm Founda
tion. These will last longer and also give 
a better impression of the church. Such 
a plan is very flexible. Either a congre
gation, a class, or an individual coula as
sume such a project. Books like these, 
placed where the honest in heart can 
read them could lead some to the Lord 
that have never heard of the· "churches 
of Christ" (Rom. 16). Once our local li
brary has been supplied we might con
sider surrounding libraries or those on 
the mission field. 

Any time we are ready we can make 
lighthouses out of public libraries. We 
might even be surprised at how many of 
our brethren would read them. 
Route #1, Box 263-A, Corsicana, TX 
75110 

Library or Lighthouse 
JOHN P. SHERO, JR. 

I don't know what your Bible says but 
at the top of my Bible on page 79 of 
the New Testament it says, "Discipleship 
Exacting." The passages that it is re
ferring to are Luke 14:26 and 27. 

Some in the churc_h today are making 
discipleship cheap. They are ignoring 
what jesus says about being an adherent 
to the gospel. These passages on dis
cipleship are often overlooked or said 
to be too hard to follow if not im'fos
sible. But on a close examination o the 
scriptures we will find that jesus does 
expect us to carry these out and that 
they are not impossible for the person 
who is truly dedicated to the Lord. 

Disciple means learner, pupil, appren
tice or adherent. Accordingly, one can
not be a disciple without oemg a Chris
tian and one cannot be a Christian 
without being a disciple. The two terms 
are that closely related. 

Six times Jesus speaks of being his 
disciple. In our haste to teach others the 
gospel we have overlooked what jesus 
has said about discipleship. To be a dis
ciple jesus says •.. 

"If any man cometh unto me, and 
hateth not his own father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple." jesus is not 
teaching here that we are to be hateful, 
but rattler he is teaching us that he is 
to have first place in our lives even 
above people we love dearly. 

"Whosoever doth not bear his own 
cross, and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple." We must bear the cross. Cheap 
discipleship makes the cross into gold 
ornamentation to be worn about the 
neck or carried in one's pocket but 
never bore upon one's ·shoulders. 

"So therefore whosoever he be of you 
that renounceth not all that he has, he 
cannot be my disciple." We are telling 
ourselves the devil's lie if we think 
heaven can be had by giving jesus only 
a part of us. He says "all" not "some." 
Does that seem too hard? Does that 
seem too austere? then maybe you are 
seeking Christianity at too cheap a price. 

"If you abide in my words, then are 
ye truly my disciples." Let us once again 
be known as people who know the book. 
The only way to learn the Bible is to 
spend time in study of the Bible. 

"By' this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another." How loving have you been 
lately one to another? Jesus makes it 
clear his disciples are loving people. 

"Herein is my father. glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my 
disciples." Disciples are to make "dis
ciples." 

Truly discipleship is exacting. It is not 
cheap. Discipleship is not o5tained at 
bargain-basement prices. Salvation for 
man was not inexpensive, it cost the 
Son of God. How can we then say "Dis
cipleship is not important, all you have 
to do is be a Christian." The Bible does 
not teach such, jesus never said such. 
611 E. Oakside, Sonora, CA 95370 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 26, 1983 



Five Popular Appeals for Action 

Not long ago a friend of mine, who 
teaches filmstrip home Bible studies, re
ceived a phone call from one of his 
friends whom he had been teaching. 111 
have a favor to ask of you if I would not 
be imposing too much on your time," he 
said. 111've been talking with Rich, our 
mutual friend, and I'm thoroughly con
vinced that being baptized as a baby is 
not the real baptism the Lord wants for 
me. Rich is out of town and I don't want 
to wait until he gets back. Would you 
have time to baptize me into Christ this 
afternoon? I hate to impose on you, but 
I just don't want to put it off!" 

Every soul winner would like to hear 
words like these more often. Most of 
the time, however, even the person who 
is ready to put on Jesus in baptism is 
waiting to hear a word of encourage
ment from the one who has been teach
ing him. Mostfrospects need this nudge, 
this display o general interest, to help 
them make a commitment to Christ and 
follow through with it. 

When using the Jule Miller filmstrips, 
the soul winner will find a natural, "built
in" spot to appeal for a decision near 
the end of filmstrip number four, 11God's 
Plan for Redeeming Man." 

Regardless of when made, an appeal 
for action should be natural, arising 
from the heart of an interested and lov
ing teacher. It should be simple and to 
the point. It should be clear with a touch 
of boldness rising from the fact that this 
appeal is to help the prospect/friend 
find the greatest blessings of his entire 
life. · 

Soul winners appeal in a variety of 
ways for the prospect to make his deci
sion for Christ. 

Among the many appeals I have used 
and heard of others using, five seem to 
be outstanding. These five are effective; 
they get results. They also seem to fit in 
with the personalities and needs of a 
broad spectrum of soul winners. 

1. Direct Appeal-When I come to 
the end of study number four, "God's 
Plan for Redeeming Man," I simply look 
my prospects in the eye and say, 11Mark 
and Judy, I'd like to baptize you tonight 
for the remission of your sins." Many 
will respond positively and immediately 
to this direct appeal. It is natural, simple, 

.JULE L. MILLER 

clear and to the point. Most people ap
preciate the openness of a teacher who 
will be 11Up-front" with what he is trying 
to accomplish. 

2. Time Factor Appeal-Those who 
are familiar with filmstrip number four 
will remember the repetition of 11Why"
why were these people in the New Testa
ment baptized immediately? 

At the conclusion of lesson four the 
teacher can refer to all of the conversions 
and show how these people were bap
tized into Christ without delay. The illus
tration in the filmstrip of greasy hands 
needing to be washed reinforces the 
point and is readily understood. 

The teacher, at his own descretion, · 
can also make the point that a baptism 
for some purpose which does not de
mand urgency is not New Testament 
baptism. As we all know, many who 
have been baptized previously were part 
of a group of reople who had been 
"saved up" so al could be baptized into 
some denomination all at one time. 

The main point is that any person who 
accepts what the New Testament teaches 
about baptism will want to be baptized 
as soon as possible. · 

3. Chart Appeal-Near the close of 
the fourth filmstrip a chart appears 
showing a man who has re~ched the 
11Saved state." Some teachers simply flip 
the filmstrip back to this chart. The 
teacher may then ask, "John, where are 
you spiritually on this chart?" John may 
explain that he is in the "turning state." 
Then the teacher may encourage John by 
asking, 11 Do you believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God?" John likely will an
swer, 11Why of course. I've always be
lieved this!" "Then," says the teacher, 
"you are now in the 'telling state,' the 
only thing between you and the 'saved 
state' is the blood of jesus. His blood 
can take away all your past sins. As you 
have seen, when you are baptized, you 
will be baptized into his death. This is 
the point at which you are saved by the 
blood. As you come up out of the water, 
you are actually 'born of water and of 
the spirit' (John 3:5)." 

4. Test-Type Question Appeal-An
other one of my teacher friends has 
shared a test-type approach with me 
which has been effective for him. 

At the end of the fourth filmstrip the 

teacher poses a question which at the 
same time tests the retention of the 
prospect and make him aware of his 
need. "John, if someone were to come 
to your door and ask you what to do to 
become a Christian what would you tell 
him?" 

John likely will answer, "believe, re
pent and be baptized." If the proper 
answer does not come readily the teach
er can assist John's memory with ques
tions and suggestions. Rel)lind him about 
confessing faith in Christ. 

After the prospect has answered the 
first question properly, another question 
can follow. 11john, now that you under
stand what to do to become a Christian, 
is there anything to keep you from being 
baptized into Christ tonight?" or "Is 
there anything to keep you from being 
saved from your sins tonight?" 

Probably the prospect will answer 
11no" to this question knowing that this 
"no" is in reality saying 11yes" to the in
vitation of jesus. 

5. The "Sower" Appeal-Mid Mc
Knight recommends using the "Parable 
of the Sower" to make an appeal for 
obedience. In telling (or reading) the 
parable he stresses the four types of soil. 
Then he asks the prospect to evaluate 
his own heart, comparing himself with 
the hearers represented by the four 
soils. Then the time is usually ripe to 
ask the convert for his decision. . 

These five approaches have helped 
hundreds of people to make a full com
mitment to Christ. Soul winners find 
them easy to use, clear, appropriate and 
effective. 

The use of these appeals (or other 
appeals) does not guarantee that the 
prospect will respond. If he is not ready 
to respond at the end of filmstrip num
ber four, proceed to set up study num
ber five "History of the Lord's Church." 

The t~acher may show confidence in 
the prospect at the end of the fourth 
study by saying, "I know you w!ll do 
what is right. Please think about th1s and 
pray about it between now and our next 
study. Should you desire to be baptized 
any time, day or night, please don't 
hesitate to call on me. We can talk about 
it some more at the end of our next 
study." 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN .#501 PLAN .#502 

Deductibles ................... $100.00 $200.00 

Family ....................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

8171496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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NOT CARING THAT WE DO NOT CARE 
(Continued from page 6) 

away from Christians. It is good for 
Christians to encourage other Christians 
to do works which the encoura~ers have 
chosen, but when we try to dtscourage 
other Christians from doing scriptural 
works for God which they have chosen, 
we may invite sin upon them and our
selves. If a Christian has purposed in his 
heart to do a certain work, and does it 
not, to him it may be sin. 
· Romans 14 teaches: "Who art thou 
that judgest the servant of another? to 
his own Lord he standeth or falleth." 
"Let each man be fully assured in his 
own mind." "So then each one of us 
shall give account of himself to God. Let 
us not therefore judge one another any 
more: but judge ye this rather, that no 
man put a stumbling block in his broth
er's way, or an occasion of falling." "The 
faith which thou hast, have thou to thy
self before God. Happy is he that judgeth 
not himself in that which he approveth." 
Do these teachinP.s of Romans 14 apply 
to one Christian s attitude toward an
other who, concerning a work to serve 
Christ, judges himself for not doing that 
work? 

Each Christian must accept responsi
bility to use his talents, living in thanks
giving for the gifts God has given him, 
and fle must realize that love seeks op
portunity to serve. Even as the Christian 
accepts responsibility for his falling short 
of what he could do for Christ, he l<nows 
that the guilt of the sin is his. By himself 
and his own power, though he yearns to 
fulfill the law, he knows that apart from 
Christ's blood he stands condemned. 

The Christian knows that because of 
God's ~race toward him continually, the 
Lord's JUdgment is upon what he is in his 
spirit, not upon what he was before. 
The Lord judges each Christian's free 
spirit in the present. The Lord looks at 
each Christian's attitude toward what he 
has done that is evil or toward the good 
he refused to do, as God is greater than 
our hearts. It is not of itself the doing of 
evil works or the not doing of good 
works that can condemn a Christian. 
God's grace can cover this blasphemy 
against Christ, the end or fulfillment of 
the law. 

A fallen Christian is condemned by a 
wrong spirit (or attitude) toward what 
he does. Hell is not paved with good in
tentions, but with seared consciences. 
Intentions are good only as long as they 
last, and also God knows the truth about 
our hearts. He knows when our con
sciences grow by love, and we repent, 
changing our minds and our lives to 
greater fruitfulness. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

TN AMEN Minllll'f worka with faithful congregaliona of tile 
Churchaa of Cllrill wlloaa mambera on m1litaty installations 
wortdwlcs. ara waiting to IIIII> your loved ones - as they have 
llolpld wtlll 1111 sptruual and physical nllds of thoutanda of 
OIIIOrl dunng the pall hve years. ThiS SOfVICe 11 rr..1 

Sand name, complete addrasa. phone and molitaty inatallation. 
and spiritual conclition, if known along with your name and ad
drallfo: 

{~·· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Waat Monroe, Louisiana 712111 

Americaa MWtarJ Evaqellsbls Natlou 

Peace and joy are rewards for the 
Christian with a caring heart of faith. A 
truly joyful thanksgiving to God, not 
guilt, is the motivation for the Chris
tian's growth in the good Lord's labors 
of love. He can put no boundaries on the 
good he can do, for the power of God is 
with him. With God, he can move moun
tains. When he fails to move a mountain, 
he doesn't pretend it doesn't exist. With 
a peace that passes understanding, he 
reaches ever deeper into the resources of 

faith and stands again against the moun
tain, stronger than before. 

Claud Guild, 3231 N.E. 142nd, Port
land, OR 97230: After three years at 
Springtown, Texas, we will be returning 
to Portland soon to be engaged in fulf
time evangelist work, and to accept a 
position connected with Columbia 
Christian College, which will be an
nounced in july. We lived in Oregon for 
18 years and look forward to being back 
in the Northwest. 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial, growing outreach work now 
seek a mature, experienced evangelist to grow with them to a 
fullness in Christ. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
time to an evangelistic thrust akin to that described in I Cor. 
9: 16-22? Would you be challenged by an opportunity to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4: 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2:1-2, 24-25? Would you like to take your turn with the con
gregation's other men to nourish the flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer ''yes" to these questions, please submit your re-
sume. curriculum vitae, and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

~ Great Lakes ChrisHan College 
~ P.O. Box 399 (Beamsvllle) 

Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year l.anguage, culture and Bible training program ro prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 
J. Riel~ Pinczukr Director 

Great Lal~es Christian College 
Dept. of Slovic Languages 
P. O.Dox .3QQ, Deamsville 

Ontario, Canada LOI\ 1 0 0 
Phone (416) 56.3·7641 or(416) 56.3·5.374 
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WHAT ABOUT SUPPORTING 
NATIVE PREACHERSl 

(Continued from page 8) 
have not, in five years, asked for one 
cent more help. They raise more than 
1000 rupees per month for their work 
from their collections. There are three 
preachers working together in this work. 
Should we continue to support this work 
to this extent and let them grow and 
start new congregations, build their own 
building or should we say, No, we can 
have no financial fellowship with you? 

Yet, there is another side to this story. 
There is grave danger in supporting na
tive preachers. We have the right to do 
it I am sure, if it will advance the cause 
of Christ, but there are obstacles. 

These obstacles arise because we be
lieve that Christianity is the Western 
man's religion. That is why denomina
tions establish missions and not church
es and our thinking in the main is not 
different to the thinking of the denomi
nations. Unfortunately the thinking of 
many of the Indian brethren is if we have 
accepted the Western Man's religion why 
should he not support it? Yes, they be
lieve that jesus died and rose again. Yes, 
they will contend for baptism for the 
remission of sins as strongly as we will, 
but our whole atttiude is to prove to 
them that in a special way the gospel 
belongs to us. So they think we should 
support them when they have embraced 
our Western religion. As they do not real
ize the universal nature of the church, 
and our attitude shows that most of us 
do not either, they feel that they should 
be supported by funds from the West. 

A real education programme must 
take place. We must see that God set up 
one church for all time. We must com
prehend what Isaiah 2:2 teaches. We 
must comprehend what Ephesians 3:21 
teaches. Then we must teach it to the 
nations of the world. 

More people will obey the gospel now 
than ever in the history of the world. 
Shall we take it to them 1 Shall we take 
the truth to them? Shall we say to the 
Indian you belong to the same church 
we do. You have the same duty we have. 
To the extent this is preached and this 
is believed by the Indian and by us, 
great results follow. This is· the scriptural 
viewpoint. 

I tell my Indian brethren that when I 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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give one rupee they can give, then to 
that extent I have robbed them. Church
es are being set up in India. Churches 
are appointing elders in India. The old 
mission concept is dying slowly in India. 
We need no hobbies in India. They have 
never worked for us here and they do 
not work there. 

We can have three million members 
in India, if we want them. By we I mean 
the Indian brethren and the American 
brethren. I know the Indian brethren 
could do it without us but with our 

knowledge of the word of God and our 
financial ability we can speed the pro
cess. With all my might I want to speed 
the process, don't you? 

~ 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 
Continental U.S. 1·800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1·800·252·91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

Camper Rally For Christians 

CROSS is recreation an4 warm fellowship 
CROSS is a workshop for winning souls 
CROSS is .. people out" winning souls 
CROSS is one week [June 11-16] 
CROSS is in SrringfielcJ, Mo., this year 
C,J\0S.4i;. ts a Larry West I Care/We Care ministry. 

For brocnure: CROSS; P.O. Box 2090, West Monroe, La. 71294 

OPENING FOR 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION 

AT 
MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 

MEDINA, TEXAS 

Medina Children's Home invites your application for consideration of this 
opening. At least one of the following qualifications is necessary. Please contact 
Dempsey Simpson, Medina Children's Home, -Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas 
78055-(512) 589-7725 (office) (512) 589-2236 (nights/weekends). 

1. A master's degree in social work from an institution accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education and a minimum of one year experience in 
children's services or family services. 

2. A graduate degree in a behavioral or social science from an accredited 
college or university and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

3. A bachelor's degree in social work from an accredited college or university 
and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

4. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and three 
years experience in children's and family services. 

5. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and current, 
direct supervision from a person meeting one of the above qualifications. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 26, 1983 





WILLARD PAINE 
Willard Paine of Lubbock, past chair

man of the Abilene Christian University 
board of trustees, died March 23, in Mer
kel where he was visiting his sister. 
Paine was 60 years old. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
the Sunset Church of Christ in Lubbock. 
Burial was in the Rose Hill Cemetery in 
Merkel. 

In 1967 Paine became the ninth chair
man of the ACU board of trustees, the 
first alumnus of the university to serve 
in that capacity. He ~ad been ? truste~ 
since 1956 and contmued servmg until 
his death. 

Born Aug. 28, 1922, in Ada, Okla., 
Paine graduated from Merkel ~igh 
School in 1939 and entered Abilene 
Christian. 

After graduation from ACU, he be&an 
a long and successful career in bankmg 
as agriculture field representative, loan 
officer and cashier for the First Na
tional Bank in Tulia from 1948-53. He 
served as vice-pres ident of the Snyder 
National Bank from 1953-54, and then 
as president of the First State Bank in 
Monahans for 14 years. In 1968 he 
moved to Lubbock to serve as president 
of the Citizens National Bank until Janu
ary 1972 when he was elevated to chair
man of the board. In 1973 Paine 
organized the Bank of the West in Lub
bock and served as president and board 
chairman until1979. 

He was a former elder for the Mona
hans church and at the time of his death 
was an elder of the Sunset church and a 
director of the Sunset School of Preach
ing. 

Paine married the former Bille Jo 
West of Houston on Oct. 10, 1948. The 
couple had four children. 

He is survived by his wife; by three 
sons, Russell of Houston, Rodney and 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through thei r love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and chi ldren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 

14 [290] 

San Benito, Tx 78S86 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Rex, of lubbock; by one daughter, Pam 
Henderson of Bangkok, Thailand; two 
sisters, Wilma jones of Trent, and Jean 
Hutcheson of Houston; and four grand
children, Chelsea and Christopher Paine, 

and Caleb and Rachel Henderson. 
Cline Paden, director of the Sunset 

School of Preaching, and Dr. john C. 
Stevens, ACU chancellor, conducted the 
funeral. 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Florida Av~nue 
Lak~land, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
M~n who will train for 2 years with view toward pr~aching. 

NO TUITION • LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL • ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Benefits Non-Discrimnatory 

CONSERVATIVE-SOUND FACULTY 
B. C. CARR, DIRECTOR 

Business Phone 813-683-4043 Home Phone 813-688-5949 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 

~SAINTS 
Ttil! MffT 

1983 

representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and chi ld care and senior citizen care 
facili ties in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are l isted by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 
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Dr. Paul Faulkner b a Pr o lessor o l 01ble et Abilene Christian Un.vtr· 
1ity. Ak>ng with Or. Carl Brecheen, he hal j)l'tsented the Mar11191 
Ennchment Sem1n1t to thouunds 1n o,., 26 Ultts and three lor"gn 
col.W'itria. Or. F1ulkner h 1 popul~t youth~~~ 1nd will~ on the 
S.turday Youth Rilly Pf()$tlm, 

J1m Oldua n 11 the Sin~s Minister I t Hj,ghtl nd Oak' and h a most 
talented speaker . J 1n1 obtained a Masten deg*'11 in Religion and D1ble 
from A.C.U. and hu served t he con;revations lt Trent, Texas 11 Pulpit 
Ministtr and at Overl1nd Pat1c, Kansas. as: Youth Mm11ter. Jim w1ll 
be on the S.turday Youth Rtlly p!'09fat1'1 . 

W1l~t Mont9DrMry " the most prohfic runn1nt back of til tu·ne •n 
colllge football. \'lh1l1 1t A.C.U .• W1l~ s.t tht all tune, all coll191 
scaung rKOrd of 76 touchdowns and this reCQfd n 1ll stands. He 11 now 
a member o l the Philtdelphl1 Eaglt1 and is tont1nuJIIy a le.tding rusher 
in t he league. WilbeH a:wofeues hi s laith .11nd li11e1 his dedlcat 1un 
wherever he gou. He will be tptaking on Sunday morn1n'i1 du11ng the 
9 :00 a.m. 81b'1 Cia» houc. 

Gene Stall•nts Is the delen.t+lle bxklield ~th lot the Oallts Cowboys 
tnd k tht ruson tiM MCOndlty pedorms outnandingly . Ht IS recog· 
n+ttd n a mfSter mou~t-ator of ~·· Hi1 lnt19uty was ditplayed 
r tc:t:ntly when he was h~ghly recruited for a head coachu'9 pcu•t k>n 
but pohuly dedi ned the o lltr. nating he was st1ll under cort u tct w1th 
the Cowboys. Cooch Stallings is a popul1r speaker at youth r1ll ies 
and w1llspeak at the Sunday, 10;00 a.m . B1ble Clan. 

LeiKfing singmg will be Ray Walker , long identl!led with the papular 
JourdinairH. Farnltrly the .song leader for thl Madison Chutc.h of 
Ch"n in Madison, TannesU/1, Ray hu led s•ng•ng 11 yauth talhet and 
~hurch evenu all ~aou the c:ountty. 

Spend an exciting twenty.five hours in Big " D" with Coach Gene Sta llings, 
Wilbert Montgomery, Dr. Paul Faulkner. Jim Dickson, Ray Walker and over 
1,000 teenagers as guests o f the Highland Oaks Church of Christ. This weekend 
will provide a very positive experience for your teens. They will be exposed to 
so me highly visible Christian role models tha t will mot ivate the teens to a 
deeper spiritual growch commitment. 

Make your plans now to attend the BIG " D" YOUTH WEEK END beginning 
at 2:30p.m. on Saturday, April 30th and concl uding at 3:00 p.m. on May 1st, 
Sunday . Members of the Highland Oaks Church of Christ w ill house all of our 
visitors on Saturday evening and the Sunday noon mea l w ill be provided on 
the premises of the new Highland Oaks facility. Make your reservations by 
returning the attached postcard. Please do this as soon as possible and help 
us make adequate arrangements fo r your group, 

I promise a great spiritual feast for your teenagers that will include close 
fellowship, spiritual growth, thought provoking messages and lots of sing ing. I 
solicit your prayers for the Lord's blessings upon this weekend so His name will 
be glo rified and lifted up. I ho pe to see you in Big "D". 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

APRIL 30 

' 'THE SERPENT AND THE LAMB" 

2 :30 - Wtlcorne and Smgmg 

3 :00 - "The Serpent" 

Speaker - J1m Du::kson 

4:00- FHdbac* D1scuutan Groups led by 

Dallas Area Youth Min11tets 

5:00 - .. lhe Lamb" 

Spre.ker - Or. Paul Faulkner 

5:45- Sp!Ktal ChCit .. /Y!SUjl prhltntlttOn 

Oalln Chriluan H9J School Charut 

6:30 - Group Singing led by Ray Walker 

Because of H IM, 

!j;~~ 
Ed Mosier 
Youth Minister 

SUNOAY MORNING 

MAY 1 

GREAT OAY IN MAY 
8:00- Wor$hip Service, mtm auditorium 

Speaker - Ita North 
9 :00 - Bible Class, l al<e ~hghlancb Jr. High 

AuJitorium 
Spuker - Wil~ Montgomery 

10:00- Bib It: Clns, lakt Heghlands Jr. High 
Aud•torium 
Speaker - Coach Gene Stalh"9f 

11:00 - Wonh1 p Serv ice, main auditorium 
Speaker - Joe B~rnett 

12:00 - Dinner on the Grounds 
1: 15- Fam•l v Singers. mam lkKhta r•um 
1:35 - Jo•nl Presentat iont by Ch!l n lan Coll191 

S+n;ing Groups 
2:00 - S•no-ng led by Ray WaCker 
2:30- Wouh1p - Joe Barnett. Ira North , 

Landon Saunden, Paul Faulkner 
3:00 - 01tmin 

HIGHLAND OAKS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Kingsley at P lano and H\Ny. 635 

Callas, Texas 

YOUR PARTICIPATION WILL MAKE OUR DAY COMPLETE 

INTERPRETATION FOR THE DEAF AT ALL YOUTH AND AUDITORIUM ACTIVITIES 



ll.eprints of any single pogt article appearing ~r 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
in the firm Foundation may be hod for $12.00 tes nc .. accepted. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bodford (fort Worth), TexAS 76021, Phone: 617-282-3911 

RETIRING MINISTERS AND WIVES WANTED!!! 

Special Community Outreach in southwestern farm and ranch 
community of I 0,000 .. . congregation of 500 desires to provide 
comfortable home , •utilities, supplemental insurance ... many op
portunities ... homes ready now ... contact ... 

THIRD AND CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 1315 

Lovington, New Mexico 88260 
(505} 396-5359 

Gary Montgomcry-(505) 396·6767 Ray Lovcjoy-(505) 396·5341 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds 

Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Total Issue $1,300,000-Aiready earning interest 
(Subject to prior sale) 

u Use bonds for your IRA for 1982 and 1983 
u Open a self directed IRA 
u Use bonds for children's or grandchildren's educational fund 

For information or offering circular contact the Development Office of Lubbock 
Christian College, 5601 W. 19th St., Lubbock 79407 (806) 792·3221 Ext. 243 or 
in Amarillo contact Fred Selby, (806) 359-4046, P.O. Box 7174, Amari llo, TX 
79114. 

This Is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering is made by 
prospectus only. -For Texas Residents Only-
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AU..... CJ.,n~~n Undergraduate 

Schoo/ of Re/;gion & Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M . B.A .. B S .. M A .. M .Th. 
Full SchOiattlt•PJ Awa laM Fot Full ,,,.,. Srvctenu Ott I.IA•n CMnpu~ 

Gt ApDtow«J Olt Cwnpu• Progtams .,. ~, ''btl• 
C•ll Collect for Or. Rea~ Turner, Jr. 

(205) 277·3510 
6020 Allanta Hlghwoy, Montgomery, AL 36117 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Relig ion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 27-July 1 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. Great 
Christian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
Christian Junior College. 

Theme: "To Live 
is Christ" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Mike Anglin Phillip Morrison 
Jan Bell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Terry Bell Ira North 
Alice Browning J. M. Powell 
Stanley Maiden Larry Roberts 

Wit C. Goodheer, Director 

r·········--------------------------~ 
Please send a broc hure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address --- -------
Streel 

City State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265- 1585 
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WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire 
to spread the Gospel more than 
anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• ~c~' 

~0 
~~'!J 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

~~tt\'tt\~ CONTACT US: 
~c 

~ cP OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
0 

~t>-'\'1\ Dept. FF 
~o~ P. 0. Box IBC 

0~f(, '~ Florence, AL 35630 
~ ~ 1-800-982-4807 or 

~0 1-205-766-6610 
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COMMENTARIES ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

THI 
MINOI I'IIOfHI11 

VOLUME I 

JOEL 
AMOS AND JONAH 

' 
~ -

VOLUME 1 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

VOLUME 2 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

VOLUME 3 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
and Haggai 

VOLUME 4 

Zechariah and Malachi 

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has now completed the Old Testament Commentaries on the Minor 
Prophets. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful , these 
:kh ~~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
msptnng. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O.Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commentary orl the Minor Prophets __ Vol. 1, __ Vol. 2, __ Vol. 3, 
__ Vol. 4@ $8.95 each plus 15% for postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/o sales tax.) 

Name _ ____________ _______ _____ _________ _ 

Address _____________________________ _ 

City _ _______ ___________ ,State _ _ _ ____ J--.ip ____ _ 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Deai(llled especially to 11ccommodate congregations 

advertising meetlne places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekinc preachers. Also other 
acceptable m11tter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mler Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHA.THAM, N. J,. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Vfaitara Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ. 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangellst 
DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN OALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, rontaet Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Direc-tor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or C'nll 707/448-8557." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~omery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUltiA, ARIZ., 051 w. 28th St. Sunday-

1 o. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
TIMEX SINCLAIR 1000 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE for churches and leaders. Send 
for free catalog: 2716 Colo. Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 

Retirement ApproachlngJ 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal ell
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-S116 or (602) 432-2994. 
&LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
II:V ANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan A:ve .. 
(J.S. 460 EnRt Oppolllte K-Mart. Oftlc" 4'1'1-
527'1. Robby Wade. Min. 47'0-4056. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

PREACHER NEEDED 
The Church of Christ In Wahiawa, Hawaii is in need 
of a full-time preacher-minister. They are able to 
furnish housing, a reasonable salary, fringe benefits, 
and are willing to bear the expense of moving items 
of necessity. Individuals interested in working in a very 
challenging, exciting and rewarding area, please send 
a current resume with minimum of five references, a 
tape of recent sermons and a family picture to the 
Church of Christ in Wahiawa, 1881 California Avenue, 
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786. 
WIESBADEN, WEST GERMANY-Growing American 
military congregation seeks full-time preacher. Partial 
support provided. Write Ron Coslett, Box 4652, APO 
NY 09633. 
I am a gospel preacher who has partial support to 
work with a small congregation with growth potential 
located in the South. Call (817) 893-5852. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OJ..' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 36SO 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
Wanted: Youth Minister to coordinate Bus Ministry 
and Education. Five bus routes presently bringing about 
12S on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church of Christ, 2200 McDowell Road, Vincennes, 
Indiana 47591. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full time pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory L. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, ll 62521; 
(217) 422-0143 or (217) 423-6218. 
CALIFORNIA CALLS! Good facilities all clear. Chris
tians wanted to come here to stay and help us grow. 
Great potential! Inquire, LINDA VISTA CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 7277 FULTON STREET, SAN DIEGO, CALI
FORNIA 92111, (619) 277-S006; (619) 284-4072. 
CHARLES B. MIDDLETON, Ph.D. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: Doctrinally sound, conserva
tive, and zealous to work with an active, growing 
congregation. Elders preferred. Experienced in radio, 
TV, newspaper work. location unimportant so long as 
support is sufficient; love, unity, and labor prevails. 
Crendentials provided upon request. Must relocate by 
June 30th. Contact: Roy A. Crutcher, church of Christ, 
11512 S. Normandy, Worth, II. 60482; call 312/371-
7367 or 312/361-4230. 
FREE SONG BOOK5-Great Songs of the Church. 
Maroon binding; good condition; 400 total; we will 
mail you all or part. Church of Christ, 1801 E. Main 
St., League City, TX 77573 (713) 332-101S. 

NOTICE 
Trustees of the Christian Home for the Aged Debt 
Retirement Campaign Fund are trying to locate bond
holders with the following last known address: 

Mildred Filsburg, Texarkana, Texas 7SS01 
Elizabeth Watson, 140 lindenwood, St. Charles Mis-

souri 63301 
Anyone with information concerning either of these 
persons should contact the trustees at the following 
address: 10424 Hillcroft, Houston, Texas 77096. 
Gospel preacher needed by a small congregation in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada to work together with 
Brian and Betty (Donop) Garnett. This is a new work 
(six years old) with great potential. Partial support 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (S12) S89-772S (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 7800S. 

Associate Minister Wanted 
We are desirous of securing a minister to work with 
us at 14th & Main, Big Spring. As the third man, he 
will be working in Education, Visitation and with 
our senior saints. Older man preferred. Call Royce 
Clay 91S/263-1303. Or write P.O. Box 1968, Big Spring, 
Texas 79720. 
Experienced houseparents looking for employment with 
Church' of Christ Children's Home near Social Work 
Graduate School. Can make two-year commitment. 
(S01) 268-1798. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard. 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 4006S 502-633-5171. 
Congregation seeking mature experienced full-time 
preacher. Please send resume to: Elders, Sunray 
Church of Christ, Box 397, Sunray, Texas 79086. 
Gospel preacher available for full-time work, age 32, 
10 ys. experience, graduate of Preston Road School of 
Preaching, married w/3 children. For resume, call or 
write Dan Gannon, Box 1411, Hemphill, Tx. 75948, ph. 
(409) 787-3249. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you move. 

INFORMATION NEEDED ON ZAIRE 
Churches in Europe have contact with 

many students and diplomats from Afri
can countries. Through these and other 
advertising means, considerable corre
spondence develops. In addition to cor
respondence courses, there are continu
ous appeals for help of various kinds. 
Often, we are not sure of who is asking 
for help or if the appeal is legitimate. 

For some time the church in Geneva 
has been in correspondence with a group 
of churches in the country of Zaire which 
call themselves 11Christian Churches of 
Charity." They indicate agreement on 
nearly every doctrinal question that we 
have discussed by correspondence. At 
the same time, however, they are asking 
for financial and material help in several 
areas. We need more information and 
are not able presently to make a trip 
to inquire personally. Would any of the 
readers of this magazine be able to send 
us some concrete information about the 
beliefs and practices of this group of 
churches? If you can, or if you know a 
source of such information, please write 
to me: Doyle Kee, 8A, ch. de Pontverre, 
1232 Confignon/Geneva, Switzerland. 

T. B. Crews, 6059 Azle Ave., Ft. Worth, 
TX 76135, March 19, 1983: January 1, 
1984 I will have completed seven years 
work with the Northwest church, four of 
those years 1968-1972 when the merger 
took place, and the last three when I was 
called back to help the church during a 
time of crisis. At that time I will bring to 
end just over forty years of full time 
work, and wi II work with the Northwest 
church in a lesser capacity, and on a part 
time basis. This will leave me free for 
meeting work, and other appointments, 
as well as free to do some writing. 

ANew 
Teaching Tool 

:J~e ofo,.J~ 
Own C~urc~ 

t'l 
JJ.arveg _A. C~ifJre~~ 

A new technique in teaching new 
converts the importance of the 
church. Third in a series of pro
grammed learning study books de
signed for rapid learning and lasting 
impressions. 

Excellent for class or individual 
study. 

Price $1 .50 per copy 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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A NEW SERIES 
For College and Adult Classes 

Thomas H. Olbricht, a Professor of Bible and now Dean of the College of Liberal and 
Fine Arts at Abilene Christian University, has produced an unusually fine work on 
EPHESIANS and COLOSSIANS in BRP's Message of the New Testament series. He 
holds the Ph.D. from Iowa and the STB from Harvard and is an experienced gospel 
preacher. 

$3.95 plus tax 

He edits the RESTORATION 
QUARTERLY, has written 
other books and numerous 
articles and other publica
tions. 

BRP is proud to add this 
book to our fine list of WAY 
of LIFE series which in
cludes some of the finest 
works in the brotherhood on 
several important topics. 
(Catalog sheets are avail
able on request). THOMAS H. OLBRICHT 

Order from 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH PRESS 
1334 RUSWOOD 
ABILENE, TEXAS 

79601 

01' 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P.O. BOX 610 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767 
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ANOTHER MISSION TEAM makes final preparations to join 
the wor~ of evangelism in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Seated 
left to nght:. Susan & Clifton Laird, Kathryn Holway, Donna 
)ones. Standmg left to right: Cliff Laird, Jim Holway Chuck 
)ones. See story inside this issue. ' 

Austin, Texas, May 3, 1983 
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tJiloria/ 

Ruling Servants 

To the average person the idea of becoming a servant 
is repugnant. Who wants to be a slave? The world's 
measure of servitude labels it as debasing. But the Lord, 
as he does in so many areas, reverses the thing and tells 
us that the way up is down. He himself came not to be 
served but to serve. 

If church leaders, and especially elders, expect to 
perfect the image of jesus in their own lives, they must 
give up the shot-calling role in order to assume the 
servant role. The measure of greatness is giving, not 
getting. 

Even the disciples scrambled for positions of favor, 
honor and power. jesus had to rebuke them by telling 
them that Gentiles lorded it over each other, but that it 
was not so with his disciples. If any among them would 
be great they would have to be servants. And so shall it 
always be. 

Good elders do not hold the people under them ac
countable. They consider themselves accountable in
stead. The travesty of elders whipping people into line 
rather then being whipped into line themselves, by the 
Lord,· is apparent. Elders are not to command, but to be 
commanded. 

If elders would spend more time thinking of them
selves and in meas~ring themselves-measuring their 
own lives-as to how they might serve better, and less 
time thinking ~bout how they can get the sheep to fol
low them, they would find the sheep following out of 
gratitude and not out of fear. 

The demands for excellence in leadership are ex
ceedingly great. One who would desire to serve in that 
capacity will have to call upon special strengths and 
qualities of character that are uncommon in mankind. 
The motivation of a servant rather than a ruler is perhaps 
the most valuable quality of all. 

Habit patterns and ways of thinking become so perma
nently established that we think of them as laws. They 
become ruts-more easy to follow than to try to change 
them. Elders, thrust into the role of decision makers, 
become so accustomed to the role that they think of 
their office as that of decision making rather than of 
service. And the rest of us rush them headlong into this 
role because it is so much easier for us to follow-and 
more comfortable-than to run the calculated risk of 
original thinking and motivation. When the decision 
making-followship syndrome is firmly established it is 
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very difficult to break it. Life is a herd of circus ele
phants, each holding on to the tail of the elephant in 
front of him. We are prone to follow the lead of the 
head elephant with no questions asked. It would be 
good for the church, and for its leadership, if some ques
tions were asked. After all, we think, our leaders can't 
be wrong. Somehow, leaders find it hard to acknowl
edge wrong; servants don't. 

It is difficult for us to get the message that only a 
small minority of the people ever really learn the lesson 
of true greatness. Only the selfless servant is truly great. 
He becomes great by not really trying to become great. 
He becomes great in the hearts of his peers by becoming 
servant of all. All the success formulas we have ever seen 
have it all backward. Elders become great by serving. 
They leave their monuments engraved not on stone, 
but on hearts. 

Greatness in a congregation does not depend upon 
how short the leash is upon which the members are 
tethered, or how tightly managed the deacons are, but, 
rather, upon the managing of the values of the congre
gation so as to allow the greatest freedom and to be of 
the greatest service. There is a difference in managing 
the team and quarterbacking the action. 

Any good elder can look back over his years of ser
vice and without trouble pick out the outstanding mo
ments-the times that gave him the greatest satisfaction 
and joy. Without exception they will be the moments 
when he gave himself freely in the spirit of Jove for the 
welfare of the sheep he shepherded. 

We once lived in a town that wouldn't grow. It was 
ruled by the old heads who were born there, who had 
it made, and who controlled the wealth and the politics 
of the community. They thought of themselves as the 
leaders. They called all the shots. Instead of growing the 
community they throttled it. Instead of serving it they 
milked it. Not until that leadership-if you could call it 
leadership-was repudiated did the town grow. 

What happens when the new convert is introduced to 
the old, established church, with its thoroughly-in
control leadership?' He comes in, ready to turn the wc;>rld 
upside down for Christ. He meets rulership instead of 
servanthood. He is allowed no room to exercise his 
liberty. He quits. We blame him, and say he wasn't 
converted. Maybe it is us. Maybe it was our leadership. 
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Belief in God-Asset or Liability JOHN N. CLAYTON 

With the present anti-religion cam
paign being waged in this country by a 
variety of groups, a new assortment of 
charges against religion are continuously 
appearing on the scene: Most of them 
have to do with the abuses and excesses 
of various modern religions and religious 
leaders. These, of course, are a negative 
reflection upon the skeptic because they 
demonstrate his or her need to attack 
personalities rather than to deal with the 
real issues. The fact that an atheist mur
ders someone does not mean that all 
atheists are murderers, and any thinking 
person would realize the fallacy of such 
a charge. 

A valid question that seems to be ap
pearing with increasing regularity is the 
charge that to be a oeliever in God a 
person must bankrupt himself or herself 
intellectually, socially, educationally, and 
recreationally. Atheist publications re
peatedly refer to the idea that believers 
m God have to be told what to believe 
and cannot do their own thinking. Bibli
cal passages about "dying to self" and 
"questioning nothing" are used to make 
it appear that the Bible demands that 
Chnstians be non-thinking robots, blind
ly following a program that offers total 
self-sacrifice in all meaningful areas of 
life. 

Is belief in God an asset or a liability 
in living one's life? What does a person 
really give up to become a Christian? 
Does "living for Jesus" reduce a human 
to a robot with no self-will nor self
reward? Let's take a look at this in more 
detail. 

Do I give up my intellect to be a 
Christian? Due to the recent "evolu
tionist/creationist controversy," it has 
become fashionable for skeptics to por
tray all Bible believers as religious fa
natics who are incarable of rational 
thinking or intellectua pursuits. The fir~t 
point tllat needs to be made -about th1s 
charge is that it is without histori~al or 
biblical validity. Many of the key f1gures 
of the first century church were people 
who were well-educated, successful in 
the society in which they lived, and in
volved themselves intellectually with 
others. Luke was a physician; Paul was 
one of the best educated men of his day; 
Lydia was a prosperous and successful 
merchant. The Bible describes Paul's de
bates and intellectual discussions. Rea
soning with people was a part of. the 
technique used by the church descnbed 
in the Bible. Jesus himself reasoned and 
discussed his message in an int_ellect~al 
way. The defeat of jesus' opponents m
tellectually was what motivated them to 
resort to physical violence. 

It also needs to be pointed out that, 
in spite of the abuses men made of the 
Christian system, true Christianity ~nd 
consistent thinking based upon b1bhcal 
principles have led to the advanceme~t 
of man intellectually and culturally. Sci
ence began when men who believed in 
a God of order and design sought to 
understand those properties of the cos
mos. Law, art, and music have had im-

portant roots in Christianity, and the 
standard of living that we all enjoy in 
North America has had its roots m the 
concept that nature is to be managed by 
man, not vice versa. There have been 
those who, in violation of the biblical 
system, have attempted to close the 
minds of men and impose a system of 
forced legalism, but that has been the 
error of misguided men-not the result 
of following the Bible's precepts and 
examples. 

In our day and time, the same situa
tion exists. Closed-mindedness is not a 
peculiarity of religion. Two hundred 
years ago, the French Academy, based 
upon tne votes of the membership, re
fused to accept the idea that meteorites 
fell from the sky. The idea was "incon
ceivable" so it was rejected. Einstein's 
concepts were rejected by many at the 
start of this century for the same reason. 
It is true that some religionists embrace 
a mind control attitude that attempts to 
tell people what to think, not how to 
think; but that is not true of a majority 
of those who rely only upon the Bible as 
the source of their beliefs and attitudes. 

There is no area of study that a Chris
tian needs to fear. Learning about our 
world and ourselves can only improve 
our understanding of the wisdom and 
nature of God. It is true that the intel
lectually honest believer in God may be 
forced to re-examine his understanding 
of some things, but that is how growth is 
accomplished. Someone has said, "The 
more we learn of the creation, the 
closer we get to the Creator." Belief in 
an ordered universe and recognition of 
the need for people to grow in their 
understanding and knowleage challenge 
the use of one's intellect. We can logi
cally and intelligently believe in God and 
can explore and study the physical world 
in which we Jive w1th enthusiasm and 
freedom, as did the Christians of the 
first century. 

Do I give up pleasure to be a Chris
tian? Tradition has viewed Christians as 
people living austere lives in poverty
stricken surroundings. The biblical con
cepts of giving to oenefit others and of 
altruistic behavior as a mode of life are 
portrayed by skeptics as indicative of a 
martyr complex as a major property of. a 
Christian. It is true that Christians d1d 
sell their possessions to assist others dur
ing the first century. It is also true th.at 
self-denial is a basic precept of Chns
tianity. These things do not, however, 
preclude pleasure or the possession of 
material goods. 

When the biblical concept of how 
people should view themselves is exa~
med, a view of pers~>nal low .esteem 1s 
not seen. Passages hke Ephes1ans 5:28, 
29 talk about the fact that we are not 
to "hate our (his) own flesh; but nour
isheth and cherisheth it." Passages that 
talk about dyin& !O self ar-: alw.ays in. the 
context of priont1es-puttmg f~rst th1.ngs 
first. There is no passage m the .B1ble 
that portrays the Chlistian way of hfe. as 
a morbid, miserable, unhappy, confmmg 

way of life. We read about the Ethiopian 
eunuch who "went on his way rejoicing" 
because he had found Jesus Christ. Chris
tianity i~ a beautiful, happy, joyous, free 
way of hfe. 

.someone will immediately counter 
th1s ~t~tement by saying that the moral 
restnct1ons of the Bible, the command
ments to put others first and to serve 
oth.e~s! the admonitions to participate in 
~ct1v1t1es that do not bring pleasure and 
m fact ":lay be physically uncomfortable, 
a_lon~ w1th all of the other things a Chris
tian •s told to do and to be, would defeat 
any attempt to be happy. This kind of 
charge is usually made by a very young 
skeptic, but it is a frequent challenge. 
The answer, which is a lesson of life hes 
in what it takes to be happy. ' 

There is a world of difference between 
pleasure and happiness. The person who 
engages in extramarital sex can find 
pleasure in that activity. He or she will 
not find happiness. Sex researchers agree 
that ~eal sexual satisfaction and happi
ness •s found in a secure familial rela
tionship. The biblical injunctions for 
husbands and wives to meet each other's 
sexual needs (1 Cor. 7:1-5) are the only 
way to real sexual fulfillment and happi
ness. The biblical admonitions to g•ve 
are there because real happiness lies not 
in the buying of a fancy car or tele
vision set, but in the joy of being able 
to bring relief and joy to another. The 
biblical concept "It is more blessed to 
give than to receive" is a guide to suc
cessful living. 

I would further challenge our readers 
to consider the concept that no activity 
condemned by the Bible really brings 
fasting pleasure or happiness. Drinking, 
drugs, homosexuality, lesbianism, steal
ing, materialism, etc. do not bring posi
tive things into people's lives. I can 
enjoy sports, television, movies, food, 
friends, entertainment and on and on the 
same as anyone else without engaging in 
those things that exploit someone else, 
since that Cfoesn't bring pleasure or true 
happiness anyway. 

Being a Christian gives me a sure 
formula to successful and happy living. I 
can enjoy anything that really brings 
happiness, but I am shielded from mak
ing judgment errors in these areas by 
a proven guide. 

Do I give up success to be a Christian? 
I recently talked with an old friend who 
had been a Christian but had turned his 
back on God because "I cannot be a 
success in my job and be a Christian." I 
don't question the man's sincerity or his 
success. As he went on, he explained 
that to be comRetitive in his line of work, 
he had to be dishonest or he could not 
meet the prices of his competition. He 
also believed that he could not make the 
proper impression upon potential cus
tomers without participating in moral ac
tivities that were certainly a violation of 
the principles found in the Bible. 

The interesting thing about that ex
perience was the o6vious definition 
problem. This man was definitely a fi
nancial success. He drove an expensive 
car, had an incredible house and so 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Each To Bear His Own Burden 
RAYMOND C. KELCY 

There are burdens of life which Christians can help one 
another in bearing. "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). There are burdens which 
only the ·Lord can help us bear. "Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you" (1 Peter 5:7). 

However, there are burdens, burdens of responsibility, 
which no one else can bear for us. "For every man shall bear 
his own burden" (Gal. 6:5). 

Christianity is for men of all nations. Christ tasted death 
for "every man" (Heb. 2:9). Christ in the Great Commission 
authorizes . the preaching of the good news to all nations 
(Matt. 28:19). Even so, Christianity is an individual religion. 
It is the religion of the individual. Paul exhorted Christians 
to "work out your own salvation" (Phil. 2:12). 

One of the main reasons that Communism is so interested 
in destroying Christianity is that Communism is interested in 
destroying individualism. Lenin well knew that he could not 
conquer the world for Communism until he had destroyed 
individualism, and he ~new he could not wage a war against 
individualism without waging a war against the teachings of 
Jesus. 

Christ and Individualism 
The teachings of Jesus stress the importance of the indi

vidual. He often preached to one person; he had time for the 
individual. Many of his illustrations show the importance of 
the one. The Good Shepherd seeks the one sheep (Matt. 
12:11). There is joy among the angels over one sinner who 
repents (luke 15:10). One soul is of far greater worth than 
all the world (Matt. 16:26). 

Christ did no.t expect kingdoms, states, and nations to fol
low him. He knew that they would not follow him and that 
they would cause his followers much trouble and suffering. 
He did not anticipate that all of one's family, friends, or neigh
bors who would follow him. He foresaw instances in which a 
man's greatest foes would be those of his own household 
(Matt. 10:36). It has often been said that Christianity has never 
been tried. This is true when one is thinking of its being 
tried on a national scale. But it has been tried. It has been 
tried by countless individuals and has been found to be 
highly successful. 

When Peter asked, "lord, and what shall this man do?" he 
had his mind on another person. Jesus was quick to bring 
Peter's attention back to himself and to his own responsibili
ties. "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow me" (John 21 :21-22). This certainly does not mean that 
the Christian is not to have interest and concern for the sal
vation of others. The emphasis is that each one is responsible 
for his own salvation and no other person can be saved for 
him. "For each man shall bear his own burden." 

Becoming a Christian 
The steps in conversion are of such nature that no other 

person can take them for you. The primary steps in conver
sion are believing, repenting, confessing faith, and baptism. 
These must necessarily be acts of the individual. Many Chris
tians would gladly confess Christ and be baptized for others 
if such were possible, but this cannot be done. 

Many doctrines and practices are seen to be false in the 
light of New Testament teaching concerning personal re
sponsibility and accountability. How could the doctrine of 
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Purgatory be reconciled with the idea of personal responsi
bility? How could the prayers and efforts of those still living 
on earth benefit the soul of a departed loved one? How 
could the practice of "infant baptism" be harmonized with 
the fact of individual responsibility? Gospel obedience is not 
something that our parents can have done for us before we 
are capable of making decisions for ourselves. Baptism for 
dead people is ruled out by the fact of individual account
ability. We are not to be judged according to what some other 
person did for us after we are 'dead. It is the individual who 
is commanded to be baptized and he must do so of his own 
volition. 

Worship an, Individual Act 
Others cannot attend congregational worship services for 

us. Some seem to have a satisfied conscience if only one 
member of the family is present for services on the Lord's 
Day. But the acts of worship are of such nature that each 
Christian must participate. Each one is to listen attentively to 
the words of each prayer and make the thoughts his own. 
Others cannot worship God in song for us. Each one is to 
partake of the Lord's Supper. Worship is far more than 
"going to church." It is something in which the heart of each 
Christian is to participate. And each Christian is to participate 
in those acts through which the worship of the heart is ex
pressed to God. 

Judgment Will Be Personal 
"So th·en each one of us shall give account of himself to 

God" (Rom. 14:12). We shall not stand before the Lord in 
judgment in community groups, in family groups, or in any 
other kind of group. Each one will be judged on an individual 
basis. We cannot point to what we did as a congregation. 
We shall not point to our weekly average in Bible classes; we 
shall have no opportunity to tell the lord what we, as a con
gregation, averaged giving per capita. The focus will be on 
the one; the emphasis will be on personal responsibility. 

"For we must all be made manifest before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in 
the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). Note again there is to be no judging 
of groups. "Each one" will stand before the judgment bar of 
God; "each one" will give account of the deeds done in the 
body. Once more, the individual nature of Christianity is 
obvious. 

Results of Realizing Personal. Responsibility 
There are many good results which should be expected to 

follow upon a realization of the individual nature of Chris
tianity. Many good effects would be observed if each and 
every Christian would truly come to realize the significance 
of Paul's statement: "For every man shall bear his own bur
den" (Gal. 6:5). 

A realization of this truth would cause each Christian to 
intensify his own personal efforts relative to working out his 
own salvation. He would look for deeds of helpfulness and 
kindness he could do toward his fellowman. He would be 
eager to perform any task assigned to him by the elders, how
ever trivial or unnoticed the task may appear to be. He would 
not be so concerned about the limelight of public recognition. 

A realization of this truth would put an end to hiding be
hind others. We would not be so concerned about justifying 
our actions by pointing to the fact that others are doing the 
same. We would not be so eager to compare ourselves among 
ourselves. We would not measure our giving by looking at 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Psalm 16 is a psalm that suggests 
many reasons why David was thankful 
and why we as Christians also can give 
thanks to c;;od. The unique thing al:iout 
the psalm 1s that the reasons for being 
thankful are not physical. David doesn't 
st.ate ~n the psalm that he .is thankful for 
h1s kmgdom, his accumulated wealth 
defeated enemies, etc. Usually as w~ 
think of re~sons to be thankful-as we 
"count our blessings"-the physical 
comes to mind quite readily. Even if we 
are not rich by the world's standard we 
measure how blessed we are as average 
Americans. There are other ways to count 
blessings! David does it in Psalm 16-
we can do it too! 
. We do not know anything about the 

Circumstances of the psalm. Some think 
he was being threatened by those who 
worshiped idols (v. 4); thus his mind 
turned to his relationship with God. 
~orne think his life was being threatened 
m some way (v. 10); thus as he faces 
d~ath he thinks about his relationship 
With God. It is that relationship that 
gives reasons to be thankful. Our rela
tionship is similar; there is much reason 
for thanksgiving because of our relation
ship with God. 

Apart From Thee ••• 
David begins the psalm by a plea to 

God and a statement of his faith. His 
plea is that God would "preserve" him. 
Perhaps this does suggest there was 
something threatening him. His cry is 
that God would deliver him. He states 
why he can make that cry. It is because 
he has taken refuge in the Lord. This is 
one reason we can be thankful! One of 
the greatest blessings we have as Chris
tians is that when confronted with a 
problem, with danger, with a crisis ... 
we can go to God. We can cry out to 
him for deliverance. We can take refuge 
in him. 

David goes on to say in verse 2, "Thou 
art my Lord; I have no good apart from 
thee." How great is David's trust? How 
much does his relationship with God 
really mean? David says everything in 
his life is tied to his relationship with 
God. The NIV says, "Apart from thee I 
have no good thing." Everything in life 
takes on meaning because of his rela
tionship with God. 

This leads to one of the most im
portant questions a Christian must an
swer, "How do we measure worth?" 
Each of us could have an accountant 
figure our worth. He would add up our 
liabilities and our assets and come out 
with our "net worth." But, if that's how 
we measure worth, many of us are going 
to lose our spirit of thanksgiving. Is it 
good to have a million dollars . in the 
bank? Is it good to own a Cadillac? 
David suggests the only way life will ever 
be worth anything is with God as Lord! 

I would suggest to you that life and 
all you have is worthless until you make 
God and jesus Christ your Lord. A mil
lion dollars in the bank without God and 
you are poor; ten dollars with God and 
you are rich. What determines worth is 
not money but whether God is in your 
life. When that happens you'll find 
Paul's words taking on new meaning: "I 
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Psalm 76-

Reasons To Be Thankful 
CHARLES S. YOUNG 

count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord . . . I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as 
refuse, in order that I may gain Christ." 
'(ou'll find a refreshing feeling as you 
smg, "He is my everythin&, He is my all." 
The words of the song, Without him, will 
remind you of David and lift your inner 
man: 

Without him I would be nothing, 
Without him I'd surely fail. 
Without him I would be drifting 
Like a ship Without a sail. 
Without him I would be dying, 
Without him I'd be enslaved. 
Without him life would be hopeless, 
But with jesus, thank God, I'm saved. 

My Delight ••• 
David continues in verse 3 with an

other reason to give thanks. It is one of 
the most beautiful verses in the Bible 
on fellowship, perhaps, the greatest and 
most powerful verse to be found: "As 
for the saints in the land, they are noble, 
in whom is all my delight." David has 
said where his trust is. He has indicated 
how he finds meaning in life. Now, he 
says who he is going to associate with. 
This is essential as far as maintaining the 
first two in a practical way. 

Verse 3 is contrasted by verse 4. If 
he does not associate with the saints, 
with whom will he associate? It is those 
who choose another god, or as the NIV 
says, those who "run after another god." 
You either associate with God's people 
or those who do not believe in God. He· 
makes a powerful declaration as to his 
choice, "I will not pour out their drink 
offerings of blood, nor shall I take their 
names on my lips." Our choice is the 
same today as David's was then-either 
we delight with the saints or we walk 
with those who have chosen another 
God. Obviously, there are not a lot of 
stone idols around today, but everyday 
we live we meet those who are run
ning after another God. Where will our 
delight be? 

David says two things about fellowship 
which are important. First, he says that 
our fellowship is what makes us happy! 
Where is your delight? What brings you 
the most joy and the most happiness? 
Are you the happiest when in the fellow
ship of God's people or in the fellowship 
of those chasing other gods? There's no 
question that I would rather sit in the 
company of saints than anyone else I 
know in this life. The love that flows be
tween me and my brethren in Christ is 
the greatest joy I can know in this life. 
I hope you in your honest moments can 
really know that true happiness comes 
from the fellowship you have in Christ. 
Learn to say, "My delight is in the 
saints." 

?eco.nd, Dayid indicates why fellow
~hlp With God s people brings delieht. It 
1s because "they are noble," the ,yglori
ous ones," the "majestic ones." There is 
no ~ou.bt ~hat the company we keep is 
~n .md1cat1on of what we are see!Cing 
tn ltfe. If I spend most of ·my time with 
Christian friends it will affect my vision 
. . . what I see, what I seek. If I spend 
most of my time with non-Christians it 
will affect my vision ... what I see what 
I seek after. David would suggest that if 
you want noble things in your life you 
need to associate with that which is 
noble! 

My Inheritance 
It is natural when trying to be thank

ful to think in physical terms. We take a 
close look at our "estates." It took me a 
long time to realize I had an estate ... 
everyone has an estate. Lawyers would 
tell me I need a will so my estate would 
be distributed- properly when I die. In
surance agents tell me I need to buy in
surance to build my estate. I always pic
tured a mansion and a millionaire, not 
me and my little house on my lot of 
land .. MY estate is probably, close to a 
negat1ve estate, but I have one! We 
spend our lives building our estates. To 
a degree our security, our stability, is 
tied up in that estate. David, thou~h, 
does not even consider his 'estate, whtch 
was a kingdom! 

David found a better way to security 
than his estate, his inheritance. He talks 
about a different kind of inheritance in 
verses S-6: ''The Lord is my chosen por
tion and my cup; thou holdest my lot. 
The (boundary) lines have fallen for me 
in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly 
heritage." He is talking about his in
heritance, how the boundary lines have 
fallen for him ... and, he concludes, "I 
have a delightful inheritance!" This is not 
a literal estate. His inheritance is not 
based on how much gold he has, how 
large land-wise his kingdom is, how 
many servants he has. Verse 5 tells 
where his inheritance is, "The Lord is my 
portion ... " 

This psalm makes Numbers 18:20 a lot 
more meaningful to me. It is not a verse 
easily quoted but it talks about the Le
vites' portion. The great promise made 
to the people of Israel was that they 
would receive a land. What a great joy it 
must have been to have finally been in 
the land and to be a· part of the casting 
of lots and dividing up the land. Every 
family must have awaited anxiously as 
his lot fell to him and he received his 
land. There were no losers that day; 
everyone received a portion and re
joiced. 

But, what did the Levites do that day? 
They did not receive land. They had 
been chosen by God to perform special 
duties. They would be throughout all the 
land and not have a special piece for 
themselves. Thus, Numbers 18:20: "You 
shall have no inheritance in their land, 
neither shall you have any portion 
among them; I am your portion and your 
inheritance among the people of Israel." 

That's exactly . what David sar.s in 
Psalm 16. "The Lord is my portion. ' The 

(Continued on page 11) 

. 5 [301] 



The Necessity of Baptism for Salvation MARK K. LEWIS 

Perhaps the greatest battle fought by 
our brethren against denominational 
preachers has been the subject of bap
tism-its subject, mode, and purpose. 
Innumerable debates were held {before 
someone out of hell convinced our 
brethren that debating is ugly) and the 
lord's church grew mightily. Indeed, this 
is no light topic. If immersion in water 
(when it can be had) is necessary to ob
tain remission of sins and to insure 
man's eternal wel l-being, then all who 
have not rece ived bapti sm for this pur
pose are stil.l out of Christ and lost. This 
number would incl ude a lot of good, 
sincere people who are bel ievers in 
Jesus and who are trying to serve him. 
Thus, if baptism is necessary to procure 
the remission of sins, and these folks 
have not been baptized for that purpose, 
then they are sti ll in their sins and thus 
lost. The Bible informs us that many sup
posedly good, hard-working, religious, 
"Christian" people are going to be lost 
because they did not do the will of 
the Father (Matt. 7:21-23). Therefore, 
though many people look rather indif
ferently at this subject, it is a most vital 
one, and needs to be preached because 
of its importance. 

As we begin this essay, it is needful 
to point out that our subject wi ll be 
"what does the Bible say about bap
tism"-not grace or faith, or the blood 
of Christ, etc. Many tim es when we dis
cuss baptism's necessity with denomina
tional people, they hie off to grace or 
faith or something else. Indeed, we be
lieve and insist that man is saved "by 
grace through faith" (Eph. 2:8). Yes, 
grace saves; yes, faith saves. That is not 
the issue. The issue is does baptism save? 
What does the Bible teach about bap
tism? That is our subject in this article. 
We are agreed that the Bible teaches 
that grace and faith save; the question is 
"when does faith save? Before or after 
water baptism?" Our opponents teach 
that faith saves by itself, without any 
further acts of obedience. We insist that, 
though faith saves, it does not save all 
by itself, but must be followed by re
pentance, confession, baptism, and faith
fu l living unto death. So, let us look, not 
at what the Bib le says about faith, but 
what the Bible1 says about baptism. 

1. Baptism is a command. Indeed, this 
is why ou r Lord himself was baptized. We 
have often heard it said, " Jesus was bap
tized as an example to us." The Bible 
does not say that. Jesus was baptized "to 
fulfill all righteousness" (Matt. 3:15). We 
learn from Psalm 119:172 that "all thy 
(God's) commandments are righteous
ness.'' Thus, Christ was immersed be
cause it was a commandment of God. In 
Act~ 2:38, Peter told the heart-pierced 
believers on the day of Pentecost, in 
answer to their query, "What must we 
~o?" that they must "repent and be bap
tized ... for the remission of sins.'' He 
did not give them an option. In order to 
receive pardon for their high crime of 
murdering the Son of God repentance 
and immers ion in the name of the 
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Savior were commanded. In Acts 22:16, 
Ananias told the believing, penitent Saul 
of Tarsus to "arise and be baptized and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord.'' Thus, we see that baptism 
is a command of God. 

2. Baptism p1aces us in Christ where 
all spiritua l blessings are. Paul joyfully 
writes in Ephesians 1:3, " Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ." 
In verse 7 of the same chapter, he an
nounces " in whom (Christ) we have re
demption through his blood, the for
giveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace." These two oeautiful verses 
instruct us that all spiri tual blessings, 
including the forgiveness of our sins, are 
found in Christ. 

The question is, then, how do we get 
into Christ? In order to be in a building, 
I must first go into it; likewise, in order 
to be in Christ, I must first get into him. 
How is this accomplished? Well , not by 
faith only: Romans 10:10 reads, "For 
with the heart man believeth unto righ
teousness . . .'' Notice, man believes 
unto (moving in the direction of) 
righteousness. A lso, repentance does not 
place us "in" Christ. In Acts 11:1 8, we 
are informed that repentance is "unto 
li fe.'' Again, not " into," but "unto.'' So 
repentance, thou17h necessary, is not 
what places us " rn Christ.'' Neither is 
confession enough. Though man must 
confess in order to please God, Paul 
tells us that confession with the mouth 
is " unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). So, we 
believe "unto righteousness," repent 
"unto li fe," and confess " unto salva
tion." But how do we get "into Christ"? 

. " For as many of you as have been bap
tized into Christ have put on Christ" 
(Gal. 3:27). Baptism is into Christ. Just 
as I must put on my coat before I can 
get into it, even so I must "put on" 
Christ (in baptism) before I get " into" 
him. This is so simple to understand. 
Now, indeed, baptism alone is valueless, 
w ithout faith, repentance, and confession 
baptism would be a futile water sport. 
But, conversely, we must insist that un
less one is " in Christ" he does not have 
"a ll spiritual blessings," and unless one 
has received New Testament baptism, he 
is not " in Christ.'' "Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into 
Christ .. .'' (Rom. 6:3). Scripture no
where teaches that we believe "into 
Christ"; we are baptized into Christ. And 
once we are " in him," we receive 
showers of blessings. 

3. Bae,tism places us in the death of 
Christ. 'Know ye not that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we 
were buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness 
of life" (Rom. 6:3, 4). What is the sig
nificance of being baptized into Christ's 
death? Well, in John 19:34 et a/., we 
learn that it was at Christ's death that 

his blood was ~hed. The blood of Christ, 
of course, is the real atoning agent in 
our salvation (Rev. 1 :5; Col. 1 :20). We. 
do not deny this by insisting one must 
be immersed in water for the remission 
of sins. We insist as strongly as anyone 
that man is saved by Christ's blood. 

But, the question is, how does one 
contact the blood of Christ? By faith 
only? No, by being baptized into his 
death where his blood was shed. This 
does not minimize fai th in him. We 
aren' t trusting in baptism, we are trusting 
in the Savior who told us (through his 
word) how to contact his blood! Those 
who do not believe in baptism's neces
sity are the ones who do not trust the 
Savior, who said it was necessary (Jn. 
3:5). And "he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:16). 

We wish now to draw two conclusions 
from the above materials, and enforce 
them with Scripture: 

1. Baptism is for the remission of sins. 
If baptism is the act by which we come 
into Christ, and if it is the act by which 
we contact the blood of Christ, then we 
can know that baptism is for the remis
sion of sins. But we do not have to rely 
on this kind of reasoning, because we 
have two plain declarations of Scripture 
that baptism is the point at which God 
rem its our sins. Acts 2:38 records Peter 
saying, "Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.'' One 
has to want to misunderstand that verse 
in order to do so. And in Acts 22:16, 
Ananias told Saul of Tarsus to "Arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord." 
Thus, we conclude that baptism is the 
point at which our sins are washed away 
by the blood of Christ. 

2. Baptism saves us. Actually, of 
course, God saves us through the work 
of Christ. But just as it can be said that 
faith saves, and repentance saves, and 
confession saves, in like manner, baptism 
saves. "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). What we 
mean is exactly what Peter meant in 1 
Peter 3:21, " The like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us (not 
the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of (appeal for) a 
good conscience toward God), by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.'' Peter 
plain ly states that "baptism saves.'' What 
more testimony cou ld anyone want? 

.In John 3:5, Jesus told an inquiring 
N1codemus how to be "born again": 
" Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king
dom of heaven.'' Obedience to the Spirit 
of God, c~upled with. water .. . procures 
entran.ce mto the kmgdom. Jesus said 
there IS no other way! It is tragic indeed 
that so many have allowed the god of 
this world to blind them. Satan doesn't 
care if men believe, or even obey most 
of !he Bible, just as long as they' don' t 
beheve and obey all of it. One thing 
can keep us from having treasure in 
heaven (Mark. 10:21). Rejecting New 
Testament bapt1sm can be that one thing 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The New Testament Church ( 2) 
.JERRY HARVILL 

ANTIOCH: THE MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Three hundred miles north of jerusalem lay the first city of 

refuge for the early church, the Syrian Antioch. This great 
Greek city of half a million population was known as "the 
Queen of the East" and "Antioch the Beautiful," as well as the 
haunt of commercialized carnality. Antioch was great, rich, 
and cosmopolitan, and soon became the second metropolis 
of Christianity. 

Fugitives from the jerusalem persecution which began with 
Stephen (Acts 7, 8) preached the gospel all along the Syrian 
coast up to Antioch (Acts 11 :19). Joined by a second wave of 
exiles from Cyprus, there soon was gathered in the great 
capital a large number of disciples and converts (Acts 11:20, 
21). The book of Acts portrays these ardent disciples "speak
ing the word" (Acts 11 :29) and "preaching the Lord jesus" 
(11 :20), and being blessed with great success by "the hand 
of the Lord" (v. 21). This congregttion soon distinguished 
itself within the Christian brotherhood, receiving attention 
and encouragement from jerusalem, and in the years which 
followed the destruction of jerusalem (70 AD.), became the 
center of Eastern Christianity. 

Profile 
There are a number of features in the Antioch church which 

are truly outstanding and which ought to be reproduced 
today. 

(1) Antioch was a missionary church. It is a fact that from 
this congregation went forth the first organized missionary 
party to evangelize the Roman world (Acts 13:1-3). Antioch 
exemplifies those traits necessary for world missions: a) cos
mopolitanism (inherited from Alexander the Great, the 
world's first great internationalist); b) generosity (shown in its 
first act of public policy which was a relief fund for jerusalem 
famine victims, Acts 11 :28-30); c) God-consciousness (revealed 
in their awareness they were doing God's work, not theirs
Acts 14:26; 15:4, 12). A parochial church preoccupied with 
meeting its own needs will never be a missionary church. 
Furthermore, a self-conscious group will never leave home. 
Missions thrust comes not by focusing on ourselves but by 
trusting God and serving others. 

(2) Antioch had a strong self-image and identity. The Bible 
says, " ... and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time 
called Christians" (Acts 11 :26). Here is the clue to their great 
missionary spirit. Having their identity sharply focused crys
tallized for them their mission and priorities. It was crystal 
clear to all that they were not self-conscious (in the mod
ern sense), but Christ-conscious; not self-seekers but Christ
followers. They were great missionaries because for them 
being "Christian" was a great deal more than a name; it was 

following Christ who came to seek the lost. And I believe we 
will today reproduce Antioch's missionary zeal only when 
we reproduce her close identification with Christ. Wearing a 
name won't make us missionaries, but following Christ will. 

(3) Antioch was a risking church. One of the loveliest traits 
of this great congregation was their willingness to risk living 
and working with Saul, the converted Christ-hater (Acts 
11 :26). After he had been smuggled out of riot-torn jerusalem 
and sent to his native Tarsus for protection (Acts 11 :30), An
tioch called him back to leadership in the Syrian.capital (Acts 
11 :25, 26). What incalculable loss to the church if Antioch had 
not rescued Paul from isolation and obscurity! But it must be 
remembered that such risk was no easier for Antioch than 
for us today; it has never been easy to stick one's neck out for 
others, especially for someone having such a black record as 
Saul. But thank God they took that risk! 

(4) Antioch was a grace-conscious church. Acts makes it 
clear that Antioch had no illusions of self-sufficiency. On the 
contrary, they saw their mission work as the work of the Holy 
Spirit (13:2-4), and their success as "all that God had done 
with them" (14:27; 15:4, 12). Ccmsistently, their reliance for 
strength was on divine grace (14:26; 15:40). As long as the 
church seeks to live by her own resources her future is in 
jeopardy. In Christ grace is not an option; it is life. 

Summing up, it is obvious there was much at Antioch which 
needs repeating today. We need her world vision and mis
sionary zeal. We will rise to her great sense of mission when 
we reproduce her strong self-image and identity. When we 
truly know who we are, we ·will know clearly what we ought 
to be doing. Furthermore, like Antioch we need brethren 
today willing to take risks by "bearing . . . believing ... 
hoping all things" in loving the brotherhood. And we des
perately need a company of grace-bought men who are 
gracious. Such features are badly needed today, and to restore 
them is to reproduce Christianity at its best. 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 

COMMUNION BRJDAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, unleav
ened bread for communion· purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton-aU 
carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congregation 
should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: Large 
carton, each $8.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISBING ROUSJD 
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Requiem 
There was once a young man on fire 

for the lord. He determined to prepare 
himself for a life of service, so he em
barked on an adventure; he enrolled in 
a Christian college. As a mere freshman, 
he sought out a somewhat retiring fello~ 
Bible major and announced to thts 
complete stranger, "Come on. You and· 
I are going to start a congregation." And 
they did. Picking an area lacking a 
church, they industriously knocked 
doors, held Bible studies, and preached 
the word, and another congregation of 
the lord's body was formed. 

During his studies, this young man 
submerged himself in the word. If he 
found an idle moment, he memorized a 
few more verses. By graduation, he could 
give book, chapter, and verse for any 
single verse quoted from anywhere in 
the Bible, and would throw in the con
text for good measure. 

On his own, he learned Dutch to pre
pare himself for overseas work. Even
tually he went there and was tirelessly 
seeking the lost. In only a few years, he 
was teaching and preaching in the na
tive tongue, and had memorized the 
Bible in a second language. But, the 
work went slowly. Converts were few. 
Fewer still were faithful. Finally, he went 
home, still on fire but a little dis
appointed. 

Then he took on a work in the Bible 
Belt, preaching and teaching many hours 
every day, taking not enough rest or 
vacation. He couldn't stop. He was under 
compulsion. But the results began to 
drop off. His enthusiasm waned. His ef
fectiveness ebbed. Finally, after seven 
years, the eldership asked that he re
sign-politely, lovingly, with a year's no
tice-but it crushed him. 

He gave up preaching. Staying with 
that same congregation as an "ordinary" 
member, he took to selling real estate: 
a task at which he was never very good, 
because he kept trying to convert his 
clients. 

About a year or so later, what with the 
dearth of qualified Bible class teachers, 
several members asked him if he would 
consider teaching a class. Part of their 
motive probably was to cheer him up, 
but mostly the thought was that even 
this failed preacher whose sermons had 
lost their zip would be a better teacher 
than what they had had. 

In the classroom, a metamorphosis 
occurred. This shy, humble, has-been 
came alive. His eyes sparkled; he was a 
bundle of energy that the room could 
hardly contain. His students caught his 
enthusiasm and proceeded to learn more 
than they really intended to. Attendance 
swelled as the class members spon
taneously raved ·about this strange class 
that made you want to study, of all 
things. 

His confidence bolstered, he found 
another preaching joo, but he quickly 
found himself sliding back down from 
his mountain peak of vigor. Not to be 
undone twice, he prayed and searched 
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until one day he found a job teaching 
the Bible. 

Finally, he had found his niche. His 
zeal boiled over day after day in the 
classroom. So engrossed was he in the 
work of. his students that he worked far 
into the morning almost daily. His wife 
would tiptoe in and curl up under his 
arm as he read ana graded and wrote 
and studied. She never complained, be
cause for the first time in many years 
she saw true joy in him. She would fall 
asleep there under his arm content to 
bask in the glow of his passion. 

The following year, at lectureship, his 
long-time friends saw the vibrant Chris-

The Winning Side 
There are those who ask not what is 

right but who will win? They are con
cerned with who they believe has the 
power to win, and on this basis make 
their decision concerning which cause 
they shall back. lgnazio Silane, who had 
once been a Communist, said that "from 
personal experience he found that Com
munist crowds here (Italy) are not con
cerned about vague things like liberty 
and morality, but are very impressed by 
statistics of power and relative forces. He 
said: 'Communism's exaltation in its 
own force is its most important strength. 
The Communist likes to feel that the 
future belongs to Russia, and therefore 
he must be with it; not that Russia is 
right. Every argument that reinforces the 
impression of the horrible and inevitable 
power of Russia reinforces Communism 
m Italy. When Communist propaganda 
complained about the Amencan atomic 
bomb, it weakened the party's position 
in Italy because people realized that the 
United States was strong. Twenty years 
of fascism has developed a cult of 
force.' " (C. l. Sulzberger, A Long Row 
of Candles, N.Y.: Macmillan Co., 1969, 
p. 972.) (Interview conducted March 4, 
1954.) 

We can be assured that there are at 
least some of the weak countries 
throughout the world who will make 
their decision, as to which side to take 
concerning communism, on who they 
think will win. Psychological warfare is 
extremely important and if they perceive 
that America has the power and the will 
to be the winning side, this will help 
determine which side wins in the world
wide contest between the Communists 
and the non-Communists. 

Fortunately, there are those who make 
their decision on the basis of what they 
believe to be right, not just on the basis 
of expediency. In a conversation years 
ago with Alexandra Tolstoy (leo Tol
stoy's daughter) she thought that due to 
the moral decline in America we would 
lose unless there was a change for the 
better. We both agreed that we did not 
struggle against Communism because we 
were guaranteed to win, but because it 
was right to expose and oppose it. 

tian they had once known. Lifelong 
friends commented on his new vitality, 
his aura of happiness. And on the way 
home, the plane crashed, and Ray Evans 
was killed. 

A Greek king, many centuries ago, 
called for his favorite philosopher and 
gave him this charge, "Go out into my 
country and find for me the man most 
happy." Of course, the king expected 
the philosopher to select him, since the 
king had wealth, power, and the admira
tion of the people. When the philoso
pher returned, the king was quite 
shocked to learn that a fallen captain of 
the army had been selected. When ques
tioned as to the mode of evaluation, the 
philosopher replied, "Call no man happy 
until you know the nature of his death." 
Fayette, MO 62548 

JAMES 0. BALES 

Whittaker Chambers tells of his break 
with the Communist movement. "By any 
hard-headed estimate, the world I was 
leaving behind looked like the world of 
life and of the future. The world I was 
returning to seemed, by contrast, a 
graveyara. 

"I wanted my wife to realize clearly 
one long-term penalty, for herself and 
for the ·children, of the step I was taking. 
I said: 'You know, we are leaving the 
winning world for the losing world.' I 
meant that, in the revolutionary conflict 
of the 20th century, I knowingly chose 
the side of probable defeat. Almost 
nothing I have observed, or that has hap
pened to me since, has made me think 
that I was wrong about that forecast. But 
nothing has changed my determination 
to act as if I were wrong-if only be
cause, in the last instance, men must 
act on what they believe right, not on 
what they believe probable. 

"Then in 1938, with the clearest 
understanding of the consequences, we 
freely made the choice which history is 
slowly bringing all men to see is the 
only possible choice-the decision to 
die, if necessary, rather than to live 
under Communism. Nothing has made 
us regret that decision." (Witness Whit
taker Chambers, N.Y. Random House, 
1952, p. 25.) 

There is nothing certain about the fu
ture except that we shall reap as we 
have sown. The sowing of the seeds of 
immorality, of apathy, and of ignorance 
will result in reaping defeat. However, 
there can be a change in the type of seed 
that we sow and as a result there can be 
a change in the harvest we shall reap. 
Just ~s sin is a repr<?ach to any people, 
so nghteousness exalts a nation. The 
good are the salt of the earth. We 
should spread good not just to win over 
Communion but because it is right to be 
good and to seek to get others to be 
good. There could be a sufficient in
crease in salt to have the by-product of 
additional freedom for men. 

Of course, regardless of the defeats 
on earth the Christian is on the side 
which ultimately wins when through the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Madness in Method 
ORLAN SAWE'I1 

11 
Polonius ~aid of Hamlet, who was pretending to be crazy, 

Though thas be madness, yet there is method in't." It is 
possible that today we have reversed the action in the cliche 
and have gone mad after method in our seeking to save the 
s~uls of men. Many people today seem to think that method 
Will always overcome a paucity of matter. 

S?me thirty years ago the church began to imitate the pro
fessional educators, some of whom believed that a teacher 
could be successful if he knew how to teach, whether or not 
~e kn?w anything to teach. Methods of teaching the Bible, 
mcludmg lesson helps and all sorts of gimmicks, began to 
be developed, and more emphasis was placed on methods 
than on content. I suppose that such ideas still survive. 

The end result is an entire generation in the church facile 
in m~t~odology but often illiterate in Bible knowled~e. Em
phasiS IS placed on the wrong thing. There can be no sub
stitute for a knowledge of God's word! Bible learning de
mands hard work; there is no easy set of rules or facile 
formula to Bible knowledge. Those who think learning is 
easy often seek for the easy way. But no matter how well we 
use the tools or know the methods, our teaching will be 
empty unless we personally possess Bible knowledge. 

Somewhat more recently the same procedure has been 
followed in teaching the lost, in 11personal evangelism." A 
good many methods, most of them good, have been de
vised to make easier the winning of souls. This is wonderful; 
we do not use, for instance, the many recently developed 
electronic devices as often as we ought. (Why not develop 
computer programs for Bible instruction to supplant Pac-Man 
and the other video games?) 

But let's not permit gadgets to take the place of Bible 
knowledge. Filmstrips with accompanying records are most 
useful in evangelism. How sad it is, however, to see eager 
"evangelists" using these filmstrips when they cannot even 
answer questions about the material covered but must read 
the answers (sometimes the wrong ones) from the accom
panying booklets, revealing that they cannot even read well! 
No matter how well we can operate machines and use teach
ing aids, when Bible illiterates teach, the results will be more 
Bible illiteracy. Often the most important matter-knowing 
and understanding the word, the subject taught-is missing. 
And prospectiv~ "evangelists" will resist mightily any attempt 
to make sure that they are well versed (and chaptered) in 
the only powerful force in spreading ~he gospel-the word of 
God. Evangelistic enthusiasm without a clear understanding 
of the gospel does not result in effective teaching. 

Peter tells us to be ready always to give everyone who asks 
us the reason for our hope. Paul tells us to preach the word. 
This is the only valid aim of evangelism-to cause people to 

accept and obey the gospel of Christ. And I still believe that 
the gospel is God's power to save. The word is all-important. 
When we know what we are teaching, then we have the basic 
foundation. Don't we really need to go back to the basics? 

It is sad to see an eager, zealous group, equipped with the 
latest slogans and catch words, devoted to the most recent 
methods and programs of evangelism, as they become dull
eyed and discouraged when someone suggests that a con
centrated study of God's word would considerably improve 
their evangelical ability. What does Paul say about zeal not 
accompanied by knowledge? Gimmicks and gadgets do not 
add up to knowlege. 

The dominating disagreement among us today is over 
method. When methods are based on a handbook of evan
gelism, with care not being taken as ,to what is being taught 
and what the teacher's attitudue towards Bible truths are~ dan
gerous tendencies develop. I have never kwown anyone who 
was fully immersed in God's word and devoted to the truths 
that are there who was not a good teacher. After all, Paul 
says that those who have the word committed to them will 
be able to teach others. Perhaps this is the type of total 
commitment we should strive for. 

Let's quit quibbling about secondary solutions and go back· 
to the basics, using .as a basis for evangelism a knowledge of 
God's word. This is not an easy solution; sweat and some-· 
times tears are necessary. But we must know the word in 
order to preach it effectively. 
Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713 

EACH TO BEAR HIS OWN BURDEN 
(Continued from page 4) 

the way it compares with the giving others are doing. We 
would act and think with our eye on God. We would seek 
his approval above that of others. 

The realization of which we are speaking would do much 
toward eliminating habitual fault-finding and criticism of 
others. We would not be so eager to ask, 11Lord, and what 
about this man?" The more our eye turns inward in the act 
of retrospection, the less it will be focused outward in an 
effort to locate motes in the eyes of those about us. While we 
are taking the Lord's Supper, if our eye is on Calvary, we shall 
not be so likely to wonder why they are having John Doe 
wait on the table. 

This twofold resolution was found in the scrapbook of 
Jonathan Edwards: "Resolved, first, that every man should do 
right, whatever it costs. Resolved, secondly, that whether any 
other man does right or not, I will, so help me, God." 
Oklahoma Christian College 
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• a 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN .#503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 

FIRM FOUN·DATIOH--IttAY 3, 19"83 



BELIEF IN GOD-ASSET OR LIABILITY 
(Continued trom page 3) 

forth, but smoked constantly. His mar
riage was teetering and his children 
were in all kinds of problems. He had 
medication for nerves and ulcers in his 
attache case and spent two hours a week 
with a psychiatrist. I would not call him 
a success. 

Being a Christian does not guarantee 
success in the world. In fact, I have 
known a few preachers who would also 
fit the above description very well. I'd 
like to point out that bein~ an atheist 
doesn't either. But if one vaews success 
in terms of criteria that are not physical 
and material in nature, success for the 
Christian is 100% sure. I know that I am 
going to be successful in life because I 
know where I will be after I die. God 
has promised me that, in spite of my
self and all the dumb mistakes I make, 
I will be free of sin at death and will 
inherit eternity with God (1 John 1 :1-10). 
This is real success and is guaranteed 
for all Christians-no matter who they 
are or what their situation is. 

Belief in God is a real tangible asset. 
The only liability in being a Christian is 
to lose things that are not worth while 
anyway. To be a Christian frees our in-
tellect, brings us the best things possible 
in life, guarantees real success in our 
lives, and equips us to deal with the un
pleasant things that are a natural result 
of life. Because of Jesus, we can walk in 
the joy and in the light. 
17411 Battles Road, South Bend, IN 
46614 

THE NECESSilY OF BAPTISM FOR 
SALVATION 

(Continued from page 6) 
which will be spiritually fatal. Shout it 
from the roof tops: Man must be bap
tized in order to be saved. 
1320 S. Church St., Visalia, CA 93277 

REASONS TO BE THANKFUL 
(Continued from page 6) 

boundary lines are not literal but de
scribe the special relationship he has 
with God, just as the Levites did not re
ceive literal boundaries, but a special 
relationship. The world would not be 
impressed with my estate, but I can sar, 
"My inheritance is beautiful to me! ' 
(NASV). I am rich because of my rela
tionship with God. I can see beauty 
others with much bigger "estates" may 
never see. 

Psalm16 
Psalm 16 is beautiful. It teaches us to 

put our trust in God. It teaches us that 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Minoatry works wolll fallllful congregatoons ol tile 
cllurclles ol Clmat wllosa membert on military onstallaltona 
worldwide are wailtng to llalp your loved ones - as they hiiVO 
llelped with tile splntual and pllysical needs ol tiiOuaands ol 
otllers during tile past live years. Tl'lis service is free! 

Send name, complete address. pllone and military installation. 
and spiritual condition, il known along wllll your name and ad· 
dranto: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Weat Monroe. Louisiana 71281 

Amerlc:&D MWtaey EvaagellzfDg Natlou 

everything in life finds meaning only 
through God. It teaches us about fellow
ship and why it is important. It teaches 
us to be thankful for our spiritual in
heritance. 
6202 West Division, Cadillac, Ml 49601 

Paul D. Murphy, Box 97, Wilmer, Al. 
36587: V. P. Black has just concluded the 
best attended meeting in the history of 
the little church on Bellingrath Road, 

Theodore, AI. He also preached the dedi
catory sermon in the beautiful, com
modious building the day the meeting 
began on March 13. This is the thirty
fourth building I have helped construct 
during the past few years. The attendance 
has quadrupled, and the contribution is 
ten times more than it was when we be
gan working with them. With a member
ship of approximately fifty relatively poor 
people and only nine male members the 
contribution is presently averaging 
around $1400 per lord's Day. 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial, growing outreach work now 
seek a mature, experienced evangelist to grow with them to a 
fullness in Christ. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
time to an evangelistic thrust akin to that described in 1 Cor. 
9: 16-~2? Would you be challenged by an opportunity. to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4: 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2: 1-2, 24-25? Would you like to take your tum with the con
gregation's other men to nourish the flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer "yes p to these questions, please submit your re-
sume, curriculum vitae, and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

~ Great Lakes Christian College 
~ P.O. Box 399 (Beamsvllle) 

Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year language, culture and Bible training program to prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 

J. Riel~ Pinczul~. Director 
Great Lal~es Christian College 

Depr. of Slovic languages 
P. O.Dox 399. Oeamsville 

Ontario. Canada LOf\ 1 G 0 
Phone (416) 563-7641 or(416) 563-5374 
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THE WINNING SIDE 
(Continued from page 8) 

grace of the lord we enter into our 
eternal inheritance. Stephen was stoned, 
but he was victorious, for the lord re
ceived his spirit. 

However, we should also be con
cerned about this earth and the condi
tions under which our children and our 
grandchildren live, or will live. To be 
victorious over Communism we must 
understand the nature of the conflict. We 
must understand 11the nature of the ca
tastrophe" which faces the world. Cham
bers said men 11Still did not know, or 
even want to know, two facts that it 
must know to survive: the meaning of 
Communism, and the meaning of that 
new breed of man, the Communist." (p. 
25) 

"The Communist vision is the vision 
of man without God." They have acce~t
ed the promise of the serpent that 'Ye 
shall be as god" (p. 9). Faith in God or 
faith in man, is the central problem. "The 
Western world does not l<now it, but it 
already possesses the answer to this 
problem-but only provided that its faith 
in God and the freedom he enjoins is 
as great as Communism's faith in man." 
(p.1n 

We should not expect the answer to 
the problem to come from our state
supported educational system, for God 
has been banished from it. We are not 
inquiring why, but simply pointing to 
the fact. To save the state the answer 
must come from outside the state, i.e., 
from devoted men and women who are 
informed and ·zealous and lead people 
to faith in God. Without God, and ser
vice to God, man ceases to be human 
and becomes an animal that enters into 
one or more forms of slavery. If we seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righ
teousness, many other things will be 
added unto us (Matt. 6:33). 
Harding University, Searcy, AR 

~ 

Order By Phone Toll-Free 
Continental U.S.. 1-800·531·5227 
T exes Residents 1·800·252·91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 7&0 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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20 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical. Energy·EHicien:t 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 372()4. 
0Der SOO Swelc Plaru Readr lo Meet Your Need. 

(615) 383-2313 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

Camper Rally For Christians 

CROSS is recreation and warm fellowship 
CROSS is a workshop for winning souls 
CROSS is .. people out" winning souls 
CROSS is one week (June 11-16] 
CROSS is in Srringfield, Mo., this year 
CROSS. ts a Larry West I Care/We Care ministry. 

For brocnure: CROSS, P.O. Box 2000, West Monroe, La. 71294 

OPENING FOR 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION 

AT 
MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 

MEDINA. TEXAS 

Medina Children's Home invites your application for consideration of this 
opening. At least one of the following qualifications is necessary. Please contact 
Dempsey Simpson, Medina Children's Home, Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas 
78055-(512) 589-7725 (office) (512) 589·2236 (nights/weekends). 

1. A master's degree in social work from an institution accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education and a minimum of one year experience in 
children's services or family services. 

2. A graduate degree in a behavioral or social science from an accredited 
college or university and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

3. A bachelor's degree in social work from an accredited college or university 
and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

4. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and three 
years experience in children's and family services. 

5. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and current, 
direct supervision from a person meeting one of the above qualifications. 
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COMMENTARIES ON THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 

by James Burton Coffman 

THE 
MINOtt PaOPHfTS 

\IOWME I 

JOEl 
AMOS AND JONAH 

I 

VOLUME 1 

Joel, Amos and Jonah 

VOLUME 2 

Hosea, Obadiah and Micah 

VOLUME 3 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
and Haggai 

VOLUME 4 

Zechariah and Malachi 

Having completed the finest commentary on The New Testament, Burton 
Coffman has now completed the Old Testament Commentaries on the Minor 
Prophets. 

If you found our New Testament series by this author to be helpful, these 
~ich .a~d thorough studies in the Old Testament will prove equally helpful and 
mspmng. 

Reserve your copy NOW ... Still the same low price $8.95 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Please send copies of Commmtary Otl tbe Minor Propbets __ Vol. 1, __ Vol. 2, __ Vol. 3, 
__ Vol. 4 @ $8.95 each plus 15% for postage and handling. (Texas residents add 5o/0 sales tax. ) 

Name~-------------------------------------------------------

Address: _______________________________________________________ _ 

City __________________________________ State. _______ _.....ip•------
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TEAM PREPARES FOR BUENOS AIRES 
Buenos Aires, Argentina is a massive 

metropolis of over 10 million souls. It 
has suffered the ravages of an ill-fated 
war in the Falklands, and a continuing 
inflation rate that is one of the highest 
in the world. But there has been good 
news in Buenos Aires as well. Two mis
sion teams have been quietly but ef
fectively spreading fhe leaven of the gos
pel there and a number of congrega
tions have been established. Now a th1rd 
team has accepted the challenge to take 
the gospel to this vast city. 

Since 1979 three families, all gradu
ates of Freed-Hardeman College, have 
been making plans to work together in 
Argentina. Team members Jim and 
Kathryn Holway, Chuck and Donna 
Jones, and Cliff and Susan Laird are now 
in the final stages of their fund-raising, 
language study, and other preparations 
prior to arriving in Buenos Aires in Au
gust of this year. 

The group, which is overseen by the 
Druid Hills churcn in Montgomery, Ala., 
plans for an initial two-year tour in 
Buenos Aires. They will be working with 
the 1980 Argentina Mission Team, and 
have consulted closely with them and 
with the Forest Park church in Forest 
Park, Ga.; which oversees that work. 
Their goal is to move into a previously 
unreached section of the greater Buenos 
Aires area to plant one or more new 
congregations. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Ubrary • Univetsity Level Study 

• State Ucensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • C~mpus Housing Available 

• University. credit available upon completion ~ Exceptional Facilities 

• Training· includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Paries, Field Representative 
Harding University, Box 839, Searcy, Ark. 72143 

"THE FIELDS ARE WHITE" 
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fourth annual 

C:ENTRAL TEXAS 
EVANGELISM 
WORKSHOP 

June 9-11 Rockdale 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

CHARLES HODGE 

MAX ZAMORANO 

HOW TO CLASSES: 

Reaching Your Community 

Church Growth 1Study 

RICHARD ROGERS 

JOE BARNETT 

Making: Visitors Welcome 

Combining Media·& Evangelism 

Making Assemblies Meaningful 

SPECIAL EMPHASIS SATURDAY: 

Youth, Ladies, Leadership 
For more information, contact Terry Northcutt, P.O. Box 227, Rockdale, Tx., 76567 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 3, 1983 



SOJOURNERS COMPLETE SECOND 
ANNUAL WINTER WORKSHOP 

From coast to coast and from border 
to border Sojourners came to Weslaco, 
deep in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, 
for their second annual winter workshop 
hosted by the So. Bridge Avenue church 
of Christ. From Jan. 16 to Feb. 28 they 
gave reports, conducted classes, had de
votionals, exchanged experiences, at
tended lectures, had fellowship, visited, 
planned for work in 1983 and were en
couraged to continue and increase their 
efforts. 

Sojourners are principally Christian 
couples who have had an active back
ground in various forms of church work, 
retired from secular employment but 
want to remain active for the Lord, have 
their own travel rigs, and are willing to 
travel at their o~n expense to help con
gregations requesting their services. 

They go only by request in teams of 
two, three or four couples to congrega
tions and work with the leaders and 
members in helping them to improve 
their effectiveness in the service of the 
Lord. They remain only as long as they 
are needed, usually 2 to 4 weeks. 

To know more about services offered 
by this group write to Sojourners, c/o 
Frazier Street Church of Christ, Box 898, 
Conroe, TX 73305. 

Cleon Lyles, Box 664, Morrilton, AR 
72110: Yesterday I heard Richard Taylor 

Ai.Jv,,~ Ch'"'•"' Undergraduate 
C I j (D / . . & Graduate 
Jc/'100 0 l\el!f3101l Degrees In Bible 

A M .. B .A • B.S .. M A .• M Th. 
full ScrtOI•t$/I•PS A11~l•l)j(t For Full T1tnl Srudenrs on MiJ •n C•.mpus 

Gr ApptOIIOO 011 CampusPtog1ams A\'••l•bl• 

Call Collect lor Or. Rex ·A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery. AL 36t17 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tultion
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn . 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

for the second time. He is a young man 
w ith great speaking ability and humility. 
He could have been an outstand ing 
basketball player but chose to go with 
the crowd, using and selling drugs, and 
as a result went through many trying ex
periences climaxed by being shot nine 
times by a "friend" and left to die. But 
by the help of some of God's good min
inste rs he learned about God. Some way 
he survived and is now preaching God's 
word. I wish all people could hear his 
story. He knows how to tell it and how 
to relate with those who are in diffi-

culty, and he comes through as one who 
is thankful to be alive found God and 
for the privilege of helping others in this 
day when a living example is so much 
needed. Write him at Box 308, Crowder, 
OK 74430 or call him at 918-334-6858. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootaet w for free eltimate. 

P. 0. BOlE 587, I~eae, Tatu 78058 
Phono 81 'T -G4 5-G208 

EARN 123/4°/o TO 13°/o 
ON YOUR INVESTMENT! 

The 1981 Bond Series pays 12%% on 1990 and 13% on 
bonds maturing in 1992-1994. 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. (Formerly Home For The Aged) 
operates three units: Christian Care Center, Mesquite, Texas; 
Hilltop Haven, Gunter, Texas; Lakewood Village, Fort Worth, 
Texas, and is under the oversight of the elders of the Highland 
Oaks Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas, (Formerly Garland 
Road Church of Christ). 
REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any of these bonds. 
The oHering is made only by the Prospectus 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228- Phone (214) 343-0756 

.... --=nl!ll!11m 
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THE lOST CITY OF ATLANTIS 

Yes! there is such a place. It is not the 
figment of someone's imagination, but a 
city of Atlantis. "We have found the lost 
city of Atlantis!" 

There are some who bel ieve the time 
is right for the gospel in this city. About 
four years ago Ray Leonard was touched 
as he heard of a few Christians living 
in this growing community about 60 
kilometers from Cape Town, South 
Africa. 

The Lord d isplayed his infinite power 
as he raised up a South African colored 
man by the name o f Wi llie Flynn to have 
the opportun ity to be trained to preach 
the gospel . to his own people in th eir 
own language. 

As we preached more would enter. 
How? Simple-since the door opened 
inward everyone would just squeeze a 
bit tighter. I jokingly said on one oc
casion, "We shall all take turns breath
ing." After a while I found this was no 
joke. With so many in such a small area 
a breath of fresh air became a memory 
instead of a reality. 

The Ray Leonards and Willie Flynns 
are w illing to live and work in this mis
sion field. But they do have a serious 
problem which they themselves cannot 
overcome. After exhausting all avenues 
to secure a meeting place it appears that 
the saved in Atlantis must build their 
own building. 

The economic situation is such they 
cannot possibly get this monumental task 
done by themselves. They are asking 
their broth ers and sisters in the Lord to 
help. The people are there. Ray and 
Willie are preaching and teaching. About 
70 Christians are worship ing and working 
as well. A population of 1,000,000 is 
projected by the turn of the century. 

If you desire further information 
pl ease contact the overseeing church in 
M cPherson, KS, Box 222, McPherson, KS 
67460.-C. E. (Buddy) Lawrenson, [For
mer missionary to Cape Town, 5 years) 

MISSION CHURCHES AND PREACHERS 
NEEDING HELP 

Over 65 mission churches have written 
to the Waterview church in Richardson, 
Texas for help in their program. Thirty
th ree of these can be helped by Water
view th rough their "Strength ening Mis
sion Churches" program, but the others 
need help beyond our m eans to supply. 

Fourteen of these churches need a 
preacher and his support. 

Eleven preachers working w ith mis
sion churches need additi onal support. 

If you know of a congregation seeking 
for a place to do mission work in the 
United States or Canada write to me, and 
I w ill send you a list of those needing 
help. You can correspond directly witn 
them. 

If you know of someone or some 
congregation who wants to partially 
support a gospel preacher in the mis
sion field write to me, and I w ill send 
you a list o f men needing that help.
Harvey Childress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardson, TX 75080. 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texu 76021, Phone: 617-262-3911 

RETIRING MINISTERS AND WIVES WANTED!!! 

Special Community Outreach in southwestern farm and ranch 
community of I 0,000 ... congregation of 500 desires to provide 
comfortable home, 'utilities, supplemental insurance ... many op
portunities . .. homes ready now ... contact ... 

THIRD AND CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. Box 1315 

Lovi~gton, New Mexico 88260 
(505) 396-5359 

Gar}' Monrgomery-(505) 396-6767 Ray Lovejoy-(505) 396-5341 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds 

Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Total Issue $1,300,000-Aiready earning interest 
(Subject to prior sale) 

* Use bonds for your IRA for 1982 and 1983 
* Open a self directed IRA 
* Use bonds for children's or grandchildren's educational fund 

For information or offering circular contact the Development Office of Lubbock 
Christian College, 5601 W. 19th St., Lubbock 79407 (806) 792-3221 Ext. 243 or 
in Amarillo contact Fred Selby, (806) 359-4046, P.O. Box 7174 Amarillo TX 
79114. ' ' 

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. The offering is made by 
prospectus only. - For Texas Residents Only-

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 3, 1983 



Charles B. Middleton, 7277 Fulton St., 
San Diego, CA 92116: The church in 
Linde Vista is small, having lost severa l 
members before I began working with 
them. We are in need of Christians to 

"come over and help us." We need elder 
and deacon material, as well as other 
Christians. The potential here is great. 
We are praying that more laborers will 
come into this harvest. Please call, wri te, 
o r visit us. 

HOMECOMING DAY! 
Sunday, June19, 1983 

SUMMERVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
413 Old Trolley Road 

Summerville, South Carolina 29483 
(803) 873-1517 

A ll f ormer members and f riends are inv ited t o come H OME and spend an ex
citing and spiritually rich day with us. H ousing provided. Write o r call and we 
will send det ails. 

Marriage Brecheen/Faulkner 

Enrichment In 

Seminar 
Person 

1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 
MAY 6-7- Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 

N.E., 30328 
MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 

Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 
JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shulam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24-25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Pa lm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111, Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
OCTOBER 14-15--York, NE, (402) 362-4441, Ext. 263, York College, 68467 
NOVEMBER 11-12-Tulsa, OK, (918) 627-3201, Park Plaza church of Christ, 5925 East 51st 

Street, 7 4135 
DECEMBER 2-3-Paducah, KY, (502) 443-6206, Broadway church of Christ, P.O. Box 7315 

(2855 Broadway), 42001 

For f urther information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland-Greece (Athens & Corint h) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos-Rhodes-Crete--Santorini 
May 29- June 13, 1983 

Optional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEENS FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner Enzor Tours 
or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abi lene, Texas 79699 

P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

589 12·2·82 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901 ·683·1678 

Sterling Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services , including helping 
you: 
• Locate an available channel 
•Qualify for FCC license 
•Build and equip a station 
•Train your staff 
•Program your station 
The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information, call or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899-9393 

0T~WG 
SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 
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DELAWARE SCHOOL PLANS 
FUND-RAISER 

Aletheia School, a Christian school in 
Newark, Delaware, is plann ing a fund
raising dinner for May 13. The two key
note speakers wi ll be Reuel Lemm~ns 
and Senator William Roth, the sen1or 
senator from Delaware, according to 
Charles Moore, administrator of the 
school. 

Aletheia's primary base of support has 
been members of the Newark church, a 
congregation of about 200. In all north 
Delaware there are only two ch urches of 
about th<! same size. Evidence of the 
effective mission of Aletheia is seen in its 
enrollment of 270 students, 90% of 
whom are not from homes of church 
members. A large segment of Roman 
Catholic students attend because their 
parents would rather they attend a 
school where the Bible is taught, rather 
than one of the many parochial schools 
of the area . 

The fund-raising banquet will be held 
at Three Litt le Bakers Dinner Theatre, in 
Kennett Square, Pa. For further informa
tion contact A letheia School, 91 Salem 
Church Rd. , Newark, Delaware. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

$5.00 off second n ight at the all now 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxvill~. TN 37921 
Singl~ $22.90, Double $32.90 ($5 ea. add.) 

(615) 588·1982 588-1983 588·1984 

A two-year curriculum for evangelizatio1~ among a quartet· 
of m.ankind, the Chinese. Begins every Septembet·. 
For full details write: 

SUNSET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 ·34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China). 

WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
* B.A. Degree in Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs Fo r Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire to spread 

the Gospel more than anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

CONTACT US; 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIO NS 
Dopt.ff 
P. O.BoxiBC 
Florence, AL 3.5630 
1.aot).982-48D7 or 
1-20.5·766-6610 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Preacher available: 15 years experience. 49 years old, 
married. Graduate of Bay area School of Preaching. 
Write, Jesse Wingate, 1712 S.W. 19th, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73108 or call 405-964-5655 or 405-632-7302. 

Advertising In this section fl.SO per Une. Designed espoelall7 &o accommodato coqre&'ationa 
advertiaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or eon~rrcaation• .oekincr preac:bus. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

Song Leaders and Song Writers. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Jl'ouDdaUoa 
trlea to •creen advertlsi.Dg, DD4 wiD Dot 
knowingly take questloDable advertlsiDg. 
Bat lt Is the reodei"s respoDidbiUtT to Ill• 
vestlgote. Like aDy other paper, we •ome
tlmes aDwlttlngly ran llD unwortla7 ad. 
.&. the old sa7lllg goe.. before 7011 bave•t. 
IDve•Ua-atel 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mler Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHATHA.M, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday claases, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
tlSOO DubliD Road 

Plea•antoD, Collfonda 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Ma:v. 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
EnglewC)I)d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
DENVER, COLORADO ~ 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, rontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 851 W. :l8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Retirement Approachingl 

Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OJI' 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morii1Ul A. ve .. 
u.s. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mart. <Kflee 4W• 
U'll. Bobb7 Wade, MID. 4'16-40S6. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full time pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible cam!)s. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory l. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, IL 62521; 
(217) 422-0143 or (217) 423-6218. 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE: Doctrinally soundt conserva· 
tive, and zealous to work with an active, growing 
congregation. Elders preferred. Experienced in radio, 
TV, newspaper work. Location unimportant so Ions as 
support is sufficient; IO¥e, unity, and labor prevails. 
Crendentials provided upon request. Must relocate by 
June 30th. Contact: Roy A. Crutcher, church of Christ, 
11512 S. Normandy, Worth, II. 60481; call 312/371-
7367 or 312/361-4230. 
Wanted: Youth Minister to coordinate Bus Ministry 
and Education. Five bus routes presently bringing about 
125 on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church ef Christ, 2200 McDowell Road, Vincennes, 
Indiana 47591. 

ATr'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
Experienced houseparents looking for employment with 
Church of Christ Children's Home near Social Work 
Graduate School. Can make two-year commitment. 
(501) 268-1798. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. 
Congregation seeking mature experienced full-time 
preacher. Please send resume to: Elders, Sunray 
Church of Christ, Box 397, Sunray, Texas 79086. 

Gospel preacher available for full-time work, age 32, 
10 ys. experience, graduate of Preston Road School of 
Preaching, married w/3 children. For resume, call or 
write Dan Gannon, Box 1411, Hemphill, Tx. 75948, ph. 
(409) 787-3249. 
MINISTER WANTED: Pulpit minister for congregation 
with active Campus Ministry. Work with married 
adults in evangelistic outreach. Send resume and at 
least three references before May 31. Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 334 DeKalb, II 60115 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
I WOULD LIKE FILL-IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH
ING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
CLYDE F. SMITH, 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 
CALL 915·333-3516. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work in the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. 
Church reaching out. Do you have a bus or a van to 
give to an active church. Please write or call: Honey 
Grove Church of Christ, Box 44, Honey Grove, Texas 
75446 or call 214-378-2003 day, 378-7240 nite c/o Dale 
Burgess. 

MAC LYNN TO HOLD CHURCH 
GROWTH PLANTING WORKSHOP 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

Mac Lynn, professor of ministry at 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, 
will hold a church growth and church 
planting workshop May 5-8 at the Fargo, 
N.D. church. 

Some of the topics to be discussed will 
be-"The Growing Church," "Leading a 
Growing Church," "Planting Churches in 
North Dakota," and "Developing Growth 
Strategies." 

For further information please write: 
Fargo Church of Christ, 1401-131/2 St. S., 
Fargo, NO 58103. 

JAIL-PRISON EVANGELIST 
NEEDED 

to head up a progressive prison ministry 
in the Leavenworth/Kansas City area. 
This is a WORKING ministry that re
quires FULL attention. Send resume to 
Jim Trotter, c/o church of Christ, 6000 
Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo., 64133, 
Ph. (816) 358·1386; Or to Bill Cross
man c/o P.O. Box 497, Leavenworth, 
Ks., 66048, Ph. (913) 682-6163. 

Southwestern 
SINGING SCHOOL 

June 19 - 24, 1983 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

!\ 

''"' ., Jl - - -.;[ 
T 

1. ~t each voice greet the dawn with song; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 
(817) 267-1016 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 
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5TH ANNUAL 
Great Northwest Evangelism 

Workshop 

Pacific lutheran University 121st So. & Park Ave. So. Tacoma, Wa. 
Coordinated By: Lakeview Church of Christ - Director: Ken Wilson 

(206) 537-5181 (206) 537-5938 

~~walking in the Light" 
I John 1:7 

SPEAKERS AND THEME FOR GNEW 1983 

Special Corner For Youth 

Jeff Wall ing, Jr. - Garden Grove, CA 

Mark Phil lips-Col lege Station, TX Ron Quint-Delta, BC 

Dave Weger-Seattle, WA Eddie Howard-Phoenix, AZ 

Speakers For Classes 
Marvin Phillips- Tu lsa, OK 
Gordon Ferguson - Tacoma, WA 
Bill Moody - Dallas, TX 
Jerry jones - Searcy, ARK 
jack Evans - Terrell, TX 
Wayne Monroe - Phoenix, AZ 
Bill Lawrence- Sea ttle, WA 
Bill Vasko ~ Lubbock, TX 
Ray Fulenwider - Ft. Worth, TX Best known for his work with young people of 

Cal ifornia and his involvement with the beginning of Mike Armour - Portland, OR 
the "Joy Bus" concept of bussing. He received his Carroll Pitts - Los Angeles, CA 
Bachelors Degree from the University of California at Jim Hawkins- Vancouver, B.C. 
Irvine and is currently working with the Newland Street Lou is & Wynema McPherron 
Church of Christ in Carden Grove, California. 

Keynote Speakers 
Gordon Ferguson- Wednesday Evening 
Jerry jones - Thursday Afternoon 
Wayne Monroe - Thursday Evening 
Jeff Walling - Friday Afternoon 
Marvin Phillips - Friday Evening 
Mike Armour - Saturday Afternoon 
jack Evans - Saturday Evening 
THEME: "WALKING IN THE LIGHT' 

A homemaker and educator who has taught 
Bible classes for all ages, and in both public 
and private Christian schools. Educated at 
North Texas State University and Pepperdine 
University. Has spoken on a number of work
shops and lectureships on the West Coast. 

Topics I Areas of Expertise 
Topical Studies 
Expository Studies 
Singles M inistry 
Studies on Sacrifice 
Topical Studies 
Small Group Ministries 
College Campus Ministry 
Elders I Leaders 
Involvement Ministries 
Preacher's Work 
Expository Studies 
Family Relations 
Bible School Learning Centers 

Women 
Carol Monroe - Phoenix, AZ 
Fran Armour - Portland, OR 
june Breninger - Portland, OR 
Dot Vasko - Lubbock, TX 
Pat Baker - Waurika, OK 
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A MEDICAL C~MP~IG~ TEAM sponsored by the Sixth and 
lz.ard congregation m Lrttle Rock, Arkansas, made its fourth 
trrp to the West Indies this 1spring. Bill McDonough who coor
dinated th~ ~ffort reported it to b~ ~he most successful yet. 
Three physrcrans, nurses, lab technrcrans and Sixth and Izard 
el~e!s who made the trip are pictured here. See story inside 
thrs rssue. 

Austin, Texas, May 10, 1983 
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Population Shift 

Some very interesting facts are coming out of the 
last census figures as churches finally get around to run-
ning them through the computer. . 

There is no cause to rejoice in the fact that an the last 
ten years the Unit~d Presbyterians lost . 21 o/o of their 
members, the Episcopals 15% and the Una ted Church of 
Christ 11 o/o with Methodists and Lutherans not far be
hind. Nor is there any cause for joy in the fact that while 
the population grew 11.5% all church affiliation grew 
only4.1%. 

One interesting fact, though, is that the churches that 
lost the most were the churches based mainly in the 
North and East. That is the area where the population 
shrank the most. Where did the population go? To the 
sun belt of course. But the churches didn't follow. It 
seems clear that a lot of people said, "Goodbye, God, 
I'm going South." 

A lot of Southerners went West during the same ten 
years. The percentage of Americans who now live in 
easy-to-move mobile units has quadrupled during the 
decade. 

Roman Catholics have responded by creating new 
dioceses in the areas to which the population has 
shifted. They have painstakingly assigned to the new 
dioceses their brightest and ablest men. They know that 
when a family changes geography it may also change 
churches. 

Mainline Protestant churches have suffered most in the 
population shift because they made no effort to accom
modate their snowbirds who became sunbelters. Turned 
loose on the commons, they scattered, or drifted into 
other denominations. The Roman Catholics grew a little 
during the decade but the Protestants shrank. 

A real change takes place when the people go from 
north to south, and an even greater change takes place 
when they go west. We have had enough members go 
west to have populated every town and village with a 
sizable congregation. But they didn't. Their life style 
changed and their philosophy changed. Many quit. We 
might as well face up to the fact that we have ill pre
pared our people for migration. They have not yet 
learned that when they move the church moves with 
them for they are the church. 

And we are even more at fault because we have sent 
very few of our ablest men into these areas. We are slow 
to recognize that those were a part of "us" who went 
west, and that many of them went because of problems 
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at home. They needed spiritual help. We kept our best 
church builders rather than send them along. And we 
lost many of our children. If we do not learn a lesson we 
are doomed to repeat the mistake. 

But geography doesn't explain all the census revela
tions. The Northern denominations that lost the most 
were those who had brainwashed their people with an 
ecumenical, stand-for-nothing religion. There was little 
loyalty to religious truth among the existentialists. They 
were not built for crisis. We have an advantage-or have 
had-in this respect, but under our present preach
nothing-but-love mind set we may lose that. At ~ ~ime 
when all pollsters are telling us that those rehg1ous 
groups that stand for something and are most closely 
Bible- based are the only ones that are growing, we seem 
to be giving up a stance that has characterized us for 
150 years-a stance that grew the church from nothing 
to what it is today. If we want the church to continue to 
grow, and if we want to appeal to the population shift 
that is coming our way, we should seriously consider the 
advisability of returning to rock-ribbed, stand-for
something, Bible-centered preaching. In every age since 
Pentecost that kind of preaching has been attractive, and 
it still is. 

About 50o/o of our people grew up with a denomina
tional background, which indicates that Bible-based, dis
tinctive preaching appeals to conscientious people. In 
recent years we have spoken to a number of seminar au
diences, numbering in the thousands, composed pre
dominantly of college students. In every case, without 
exception, 90o/o of them had been Christians less than 
three years. Sound, Bible-centered preaching still 
appeals. 

Churches on the receiving end of the population shift 
will be derelict if they do not prepare themselves to 
welcome the incoming population and to find ways of 
reaching these newscomers with the gospel. 

The Presbyterians found through extensive research 
that people do not change churches for the many rea
sons usually given, but change through conscientious 
response to straight, Bible-based preaching. We have a 
natural advantage here. We must not let it slip away. 
Every congregation has the God-given responsibility to 
welcome a shifting population and to impact it with the 
gospel. If we have not done what we should by taking 
the gospel to them, we can at least prepare to teach 
them when they come to us. 
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How Real Is God to You? 
STANLEY E. SAYERS 

Some while back a bumper sticker appeared, "My God Is 
Alive, Sorry To Hear About Yours!" Arthur j. Lelyveld has 
authored a book titled Atheism Is Dead. Men are retorting to 
the momentary fad over "the death of God" proposed by 
some, a fad now diminishing, but leaving in its aftermath a 
lethal condition of people who still live as if God were not 
alive! 

Our Nearness to Him 

Alan Walker has well written, "Faith in God has become 
mental belief in a God 'up there,' with little relationship to the 
daily lives of people and the course of events in history." 
Surely, a "dead Christian" is no valid commentary on the 
condition of the living God. 

God is as near as we allow him to come. Dismal Chris
tianity is the result of distant Christians, not a far removed 
Creato.r indifferent to his creation. An unappealing, lifeless 
religion is the result of a disciple who makes little or no ap
peal to the reality of God. jesus prayed from the depths of 
his soul, "0 righteous Father, the world hath not known thee" 
(John 17:25). The great moment of the prophets was, "And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest" (Jer. 
31:34). Know we him? 

A Reality Among the Apostles 

There is nothing about the religion of the apostles of jesus 
that would for an instant infer that God was any less than 
immediately at" hand: "Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16). "Draw night to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you" (James 4:8). "And when they 
had prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were gathered 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
they spake the word of God with boldness" (Acts 4:31). 

The disciples who entered into the power of the resurrected 
Lord, wherever they went, went in victory. They gained the 
reputation of having turned the world upside down because 
they knew God and he was their constant source of confi
dence and never-failing strength. They moved forward both 
in the confidence that they knew jehovah and were doing his 
will-surely this was no "blind faith." 

The Penonal Nearness of God 
God is never so near as when we retreat to the quiet place 

to meditate on the divine word and talk to him most per
sonally through the hallowed avenue of prayer. Some through 
pressing crisis have had to "rush in and see" if God is really 
there; but he always has been and always will be. The world 

desperately needs a knowledge of his availability and first
hand tutors in the person of Christians who can tell others 
about him-because they know him. How difficult it is to 
talk about somebody we do not know. And how striking the 
comment, "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus" (Acts 4:13). 

Men Are Searching for Him 

The alien's heart has been described as containing a "God
size" zero. Howard Whitman devoted an entire book to the 
topic, A Reporter in Search of God (Doubleday), in which he 
interviewed scientist to atheist and published some frankly 
revealing information strongly undergirding faith in the Al
mighty. Indeed, men are searching for God, for what we say 
Christ really is and can do, and for spiritual certainty-in 
Christians whom Jesus has declared to be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. Yet if the Christian is but a 
mirror through which one sees another just like himself 
rather than a transparent window through which to view 
jesus clearly-how sad a commentary on his disciples! 

Meaningful are Paul's word, "Ye are our epistles written in 
our hearts, known and read of all men" (2 Cor. 3:2). And how 
sterling the classic by Edgar A. Guest: 

I'd rather see a sermon 
Than hear one any day, 

I'd rather one should walk with me 
Than merely show the way. 

The eye's a better pupil 
And more willing than the ear; 

Fine counsel is confusing, 
But example's always clear; 

And the best of all the preachers 
Are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see the good in action 
Is what everybody needs. 

I can soon learn how to do it 
If you'll let me see it done. 

I can watch your hands in action, 
But your tongue too fast may run. 

And the lectures you deliver 
May be very w1se and true; 

But I'd rather get my lesson by 
Observin~ what you do. 

For I may misunderstand you 
And the high advice you give, 

But there's no misunderstan<ling 
How you act and how you live. 

Christian, professed believer, just how real is God to you? 

14th at Main, Duncan, OK 73533 
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Leaders and Followers 
Remember your leaders .•• Obey your 

leaders . • • Greet all your leaders • • . 
(Heb.13:7=, 17,24).' 

Did you notice that all those state
ments ar:e addressed to the followers? 
Do you suppose that first-century Chris
tians were having trouble following? Is 
it possible that the relationship between 
leaders and followers needed to be 
·worked out in a better way in the early 
church? 

Certainly it did! And that is good 
news! How could it possibly be good 
news that the first-century church was 
still working to get the relationship be
tween leaders and followers to run 
smoothly? 

Have you been to an elders' meeting 
lately? Have you attended a 'general 
business meeting' in the past few 
months? Were all the details of leading 
and following setfled to the benefit of .all 
concerned? Hardly! If we had to face our 
twentieth-century leader-follower situa
tion on our own we would easilY. be 
crushed under the realization of fa1lure. 
We simply are not living up to the 
teaching of the New Testament in this 
area or church life. 

We are saved from being over
whelmed by that sense of failure when 
we realize that the early Christians were 
in the same boat. It is not unusual for 
believers to find it difficult to continue 
to obey the biblical teaching about fol
lowing and leading. The first-century 
church was working its way along in 
these relationships just as we are. They 
had opportunities to improve in this area 
of body life and so do we. 

This continuing challenge is a part of 
being in the kingdom of God's Son. To 
be in the kingdom of God is more than 
a matter of merely hearing commands, 
although, of course, it includes that. But 
as soon as we have heard the command 
we begin the attempt to obey. In refer
ence to the leader-follower relationship 
this means wrestling with the practical 
decision making processes in the life of 
a local church-and doing that in king
dom of God's terms! 

That last phrase is vitally important. 
We would tlave no trouble in leading 
and following if we were told to do it in 
kingdom of world terms. We all know 
how to do that very well. The world 
keeps on telling us how to lead and 
follow in worldly ways. The charts are 
made out, the chain of command is de
signed-most of us experience that 
worldly method every day. 

The leader-follower relationship in the 
kingdom of God is a revolution. It is, in 
fact, a continuing revolution which the 
kingdom of the world fights every step 
of the way. So 'welcome to the revolu
tion'-it's a part of the life to which the 
Lord invites every generation of be
lievers. 

The contrast between the worldly ap
proach to leadership and that of the 
kingdom of God is emphasized by a 
surprising lack of definition in the He-
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brews passages. In any worldly table of 
organization and administration one of 
the key elements is the clear-cut identi
fication of who is who, and who is 
where on the chart. This person is presi
dent. That person is supervisor. This 
man has the final say. That person has 
no say. It is all diagrammed with pre
cision so that no one can miss who is 
boss and who is bossed. 

When we come to Hebrews 13, how
ever, the chart is missing. We cannot 
say with certainty who the 'leaders' 
were. In verse 7 they seem to have 
been the people who first spoke the gos
pel to the Hebrew believers. In verses 
17 and 24 the leaders seem to include 
elders but not be limited by those or
dained men. Acts 15:22 uses the word 
'leader' in reference to Barsabas and Silas 
in distinction to the apostles and elders. 

No worldly table of organization· 
would permit that sort of imprecision or 
inclusiveness. Worldly leadership is not 
only definite but exclusive in its defini
tion. Do you suppose that in the king
dom of God something other than 
clear-cut descriptions migtlt be involved? 
Is it possible that drawing crisp 'lines of 
authoricy' might be secondary in the 
Lord's kingdom? That possibility might 
just be worth considering at least. 

The nature of leadership in the king
dom of God may be seen more clearly m 
the light of the purpose of leaders. 
Worldfy leaders were attempting to lead 
the Hebrew believers "away by all kinds 
of strange teachings." That is away from 
the grace of GoCi and into legalistic 
worldly ceremonies. Those things have 
no value, which is to say, that such 
ceremonies do not nourish but actually 
starve the believers. 

In contrast to those false leaders the 
spiritual leaders would (and will) 'speak 
the word of God.' The true leaders will 
not speak ritualistic rules but the word 
of grace. Leaders who know the grace of 
God will guide and guard the people 
whom they lead. The followers are to be 
persuaded by those leaders. 

The words in Hebrews 13:7, 17, 24 
lead us to 1 Peter 5:1-3 and Acts 20:28ff. 
Leaders are said to be shepherds. They 
are people who "keep watch," that is, 
are sleepless as an alert shepherd is. 
Following the example of the Lord him
self the human leaders 'lead in paths 
of righteousness where the soul is re
stored.' Leaders in the New Testament 
sense are people whose lives are domi
nated by an awareness that strength 
comes by grace. They are, therefore, 
men who are intent to lead the follow
ers deeper and deeper into God's grace. 

Thus the relationship between lead
ers and followers becomes clearer. The 
worldly leader forces or manipulates 
people. He speaks of "ceremonial foods" 
which look religious but have no saving 
power. True leaders lead in such a way 
that followers are persuaded and con
vinced that there is a clear difference 
b~tween legal routines and God's grace. 

'Let these leaders guide you rather than 
the false teachers who call you away 
from the true altar." 

Surely, as we read these passages we 
hear a note which is different from big 
business (or little business), executive 
suites and corporate board rooms. We 
are no longer tracing organizational 
charts. We are facing a call from the 
Chief Shepherd to the human shepherds 
and the 'sheep' who are called to follow. 
In other words, we are out of Detroit, 
Dallas and New York and back in the 
kingdom of God. 

But there is another passage which 
adds to the biblical context for leaders 
and followers in the church. It is Mat
thew 20:20-28. No matter how we de
fine the words leaders and followers 
in Hebrews 13, it must all be held firmly 
in the setting of Jesus' words to his dis
ciples. Apart from this setting all talk 
about leaders and followers becomes a 
kingdom of this world power struggle. 
It was that way in the first century and it 
will be that way for us unless we con
stantly remind ourselves that we are no 
longer in the kingdom of this world but 
have been transferred into the kingdom 
of the Son of God. A different set of 
values apply here. We must learn and 
dare to apply those kingdoms of God 
values. 

The incident which we read in Mat
thew 20 shows how difficult it is to real
ly accept the kingdom of God leader
follower revolution. "Grant that one of 
these two sons of mine may sit . • ." 
Mother had it right by the world's stan
dards. "'Somebody is going to be close 
to authority around here. I'll make sure 
it will be my sons." 

With that, the battle was off and run
ning. "When the ten heard about this, 
they were indignant with the two broth
ers." Of course! If the kingdom was to 
operate on the world's level the indigna
tion was quite correct. The scramble 
was on. "It will be one of us-not one 
of them." The world's basic question in 
re~ard to any organization is "Who is 
gomg to have the authority around 
here?" 

Jesus Christ turns the whole matter 
top side to bottom. "You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. Not so with you." 

Why did Jesus have to say that? Did 
.his disciples not know already that the 
kingdom of God and the struggle for 
power do not go together? Apparently 
the Twelve did not recognize that any 
more than we do. · 

When Jesus heard the argument he 
said, in effect, "You men are thinking 
and acting as if you were in the king
dom of the devil. I challenge you to 
forget everything that the world has 
taught you about authority in human 
relationships. Come on over into the 
kingdom of God where service is the 
key. I bring you a revolution in leader
follower relations. That revolution brings 
the desire to control other people to a 
halt and sets into motion the determina
tion to serve." 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Great PLague 
or Why Did We Wait So Long? 

HARVEY SCHULTZ 

. Once up a time in a large city, they brought a young man 
mto the hospital with an illness that the doctor could not 
diagnose. They ran extensive tests, but could not find a cure. 
T~ey tried. wha~ medicine they thought might help, but the 
th1rd day, m sp1te of all their efforts, the young man died. 

A ~eek later another case with the same symptoms was 
submitted to the hosptal. Another hospital in another town 
called, hoping they might have found a cure, for they also 
had a patient with the same illness. One after another, 
patients were admitted. One after another, hospitals were 
calling with the same situation. Even other countries began to 
call with the same sad news, yet, no one was able to find 
a cure. 

Fearing that this might turn into an epidemic, many of the 
great doctors of the world came together to combine their 
efforts in trying to find a cure for this dreaded disease. By 
now many more had died and many more had contracted 
this disease, so much so that they declared it to be of epi
demic proportions. Frantically, the doctors worked, but in 
spite of all their efforts, they were unsuccessful. 

Realizing their failure, they said, "There is yet one doctor 
that might be able to help." So they sent right away for that 
doctor, who came gladly at their request; and it wasn't long 
until he identified the cause and discovered the cure. Having 
tested it on the doctors and nurses, he said, "I must go, but 
you must get this medicine to every country, city, hospital, 
doctor, and person in the world or everyone will die." 

Overjoyed that a cure had been discovered, they began at 
once to make plans to distribute the cure to every person. 

The doctors met, after receiving an urgent plea that the 
epidemic was getting worse, to make their plans. One doctor 
asked, "Should our medicine be in pill form, liquid form, or 
be given by injection?" Having discussed this at length, they 
made their decision. Another question was brought up: 
"What type and color bottle and package should we make 
for our product?" After much discussion, a decision was finally 
reached. "But what price should we ask for this product?" 
another asked. But after much time and discussion they could 
not agree, so they voted that a committee be appointed to 
consider this question. Then the question, "Should it be is
sued by prescription, or be sold over the counter?" Still more 
time was spent in agreeing on this. The committee finally 
came back with their recommendation on the price of the 
medicine, so after they finally agreed on this, they were satis
fied that they were ready. They then ordered the medicine, 
the bottles, and the packages. 

They finally came out of the conference room with the 
badl~ needed ~ure. But there was a strange stillness over the 
hosp1tal. The f1rst room they came· to, the patient was dead. 
On to the next, only to find that two patients and a nurse 
were also dead. Room after room with only the same results. 
They begin making phone calls to other doctors, hospitals, 
even to ?ther countries, but no one answered. Frantically, 
they ran mto the streets only to find total silence except for 
the chiming of the courthouse clock. 

It was suddenly very apparent that time had ran out, they 
were too late, the plague had taken every person in every 
home. Only the doctors and some of the nurses who tested 
the medicine had escaped the cold finger of death. 

As they made their way through the still and quiet streets 
t~ey were asking themselves, "Why did we wait so long?': 
"Why did we wait so long?" They could not think of the type 
of medicine, or the type and color of the bottles and pack
ages, or even of the price of the medicine; these questions 
seemed so unimportant now. The only question that haunted 
their every step and rang like the chime of the courthouse 
clock was, "Why did we wait so long?" 

Brethren, today the world is under the grip of the terrible 
plague of sin. We have the cure and tim·e is still on our side, 
but Jesus said, "I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work." 
Jesu~, the great physician, has come to this sin-sick world, 
prov1ded a cure, and has now entrusted the saving power of 
God, the gospel, to man. God did not give angels the privi
lege of preaching the gospel, but rather has given it to us. 
And how we abuse the privilege of taking the cure for sin to 
the millions who are dying without hope! 

So many, including this writer, have taken this mission 
lightly. I believe it is about time that we begin taking Chris
tianity seriously, to stop being an inward-reaching people, but 
rather begin to be an outward-reaching people such as we 
read about in the first century. I am not suggesting that we 
do not face the issues of a doctrinal nature among us, but that 
it not be at the exclusion of the primary mission of the church, 
which is getting the cure to the millions of people who are 
sick and dying spiritually. 

Some day the chime on the clock will strike for the last 
time and time will be no more. Then many of the things that 
we have spent so much time and energy on will seem so un
important. It will be a terrible thing if our only thought will 
be, "Why did we wait so long?" 

636 Pine St., Hurst, TX 76053 
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The Church of Christ Is Not a Denomination 
When Christians speak of "the church 

of Christ," we mean the body of Christ 
(Eph. 1 :22), the priesthood of believers 
(1 Peter 2:9), the saved (Acts 2:47), the 
church one reads about in the New Test
ament. That church is not a denomina
tion; there were no such things as 11de
nominations" in the first century. And 
we firmly believe that the church of 
Christ exists on the earth today under 
that same name. It is divinely perfect, 
but, of course, has human imperfections. 
However, it can be recognized by the 
message it proclaims (2 Tim. 4:2), the 
worship it offers to God (John 4:24), its 
organizational structure (1 Tim. 3; Phil. 
1 :1), the life that it lives (John 13:35), 
and the limits of its fellowship (2 Cor. 
6:14). Perhaps the most tragic thing on 
this globe today is the fact that non
denominational, New Testament Chris
tianity is available to all mankind, and 
yet so many plod .alo~g, happily, in a 
man-made denommat1on. Again the 
church of jesus Christ is not a de~omi
nation; and no denomination is the 
church of Jesus Christ. 

To those who may question such 
absoluteness and dogmatism (please do 
not accuse us of spiritual snobbery
we seek only to speak where the Bible 
speaks, and if we can be proven in er
ror, we will joyfully recant) we now 
turn to the Holy Scriptures to let God 
speak about his church. The first in
stance in the New Testament in which 
we find the word "church" is Matthew 
16:18. It is a significant reference jesus 
said, 111 w.ill build my church." let us 
analyze th1s statement in some detail. 

1. Jesus promised that he would build 
a church. He gave no authorization for 
any man to build another one and call 
it Christ's. Christ is the builder of the 
church. And this harmonized well with 
the r~mainder of the New Testament, 
espec1ally Acts 2:47 where it is recorded 
"the Lord added to the church daily such 
as should be saved." The Lord adds the 
saved ~o the church; men do not 11vote" 
them m. By 11adding" the saved the 
Lord ubuilds" his church. And sin~e he 
does the adding, he only has the right to 
set the conditions for entrance which 
are faith (John 3:16), repentanc'e (luke 
13:3~, confession (Matt. 10:32, 33), and 
bapt1sm (Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 
2:38). The church that Jesus builds is not 
a denomination. 

2. "Will build"-Note jesus' use of 
the future tense of the verb here. As of 
M~t~hew 1_6:18, late in Christ's earthly 
m~mst11;, h1s church did not yet exist. "I 
wtll bUild my church" tells us that the 
event had n?t ,vet come to pass; in ethel' 
W?rds, Chnst s church did not begin 
w1th Adam, or Abraham, or Moses or 
John the Baptist. It is not until the first 
Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ 
(as recorded in Acts 2) that we finally 
read of the church coming into existence 
(v. 47). That is the first instance of the 
a~os.tles acting under the Great Com
miSSIOn (see especially Luke 24:46, 47; 
lsa. 2:2, 3). 3,000 souls responded to 
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Peter's command to 11repent and be bap
tized for the remission of sins," and the 
"body of the reconciled" (Eph. 2:16) 
was established. That is the beginning 
of the New Testament church, i.e., 
Christ's church. So if the reader is a 
member of a church that began before 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:2), he is not 
a member of Christ's church, and should 
begin to consider the need for chang
ing churches. 

3. "My"-ln Matthew 16:18, Christ 
the Lord said "I will build my church." 
How incredibly presumptuous men are 
who begin their own church and call it 
by their name or some name of their 
choosing. Christ's church is his church 
-he died for it, he bought it, the doc
trines it teaches are his, the people are 
his-it .is his church, and it ought to 
wear hts name/ Thus, Paul said in Ro
mans 16:16, ''The churches of Christ 
salute you." Now, 11Church of Christ" is 
~ot just a sign to b~ stuck on a buildin~; 
1t shows ownersh1p, possession-"th1s 
church (people, not building) belongs 
to Jesus Christ." Any church not built by 
Christ is not his church. Any church 
which began before or after Acts 2 was 
built by man and thus not Christ's 
church. And jesus said that the doc
trines of men constitute 11Vain worship" 
(Matt. 15:9). If the reader is a member 
of a church that was founded by a man, 
he is not a member of Christ's church, 
and thus is worshiping in vain, and 
should exit immediately. "Every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up" (Matt. 15 · 
13). . 

4. "'Church"-Jesus said "I will build 
my church." Notice the singular word 
"church." Christ did not say "I will build 
my churches" as of many, but "church" 
-singular, one. Christ did not establish, 
or ever authorize, many denominations. 
There was only one church in the New 
Testament which Jesus built/ Let us ask 
this: were the various apostles members 
of different denominations? Was Paul a 
Baptist, and Peter a Catholic, and John 
a Methodist, and Thaddeus a Jehovah's 
Witness, etc.? No, of course not. They 
were all members of the same church, 
because there was only one church then 

The Bible is plain that only on~ 
church pleases God. In Colossians 1:18 
and Ephesians 1 :22, 23, we learn that 
the church is the "body of Christ" (of 
which. he alone is the Head). And in 
Ephes1ans 4:4, Paul says "There is one 
body." Language could not be plainer. 
~~st as there is only "one Spirit," and 
one Lord," and "one God " there is 

only "one body." Rememb~r Matthew 
16:18. Jesus said he would build his 
church-:-singular. One church. That is 
~II Chn~t built, and that is all he has. 
Ther.e 1s yet one body'' (1 Cor. 12:20). 

And m Eph. 5:23, Paul says Christ "is 
the savior of the body." Only the 
"body" will be saved! Only the saved 

are added to the church (Acts 2:4nt 
And there is only one church. Dearly 
beloved reader, if you are not a member 
of the church of Christ, the one body 
of Christ, if you are a member of a 
denomination which some man unau
thorizedly started, then you are outside 
the saving body of Christ, and are lost. 

We do not question or doubt your 
sincerity and love for God. But we also 
must remind you that if you truly love 
God with all of your being, you will 
honor him by becoming a member of 
his church and forsaking man's way. 

Denominationalism divides the be
lievers in Christ; certainly we cannot be 
pleased with this for God is not. In 1 
Corinthians 1:10, Paul wrote to these 
divided brethren, "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined to
~ether in the same mind and in the same 
JUdgment." Paul plainly condemns divi
sion! How can we possibly believe that 
denominationism is rleasing to God 
when the apostle Pau condemned it? 

Perhaps the most touching verses in 
this connection are John 17:20, 21. 
These verses record a prayer of our Lord 
that has simply not been answered by 
men: "Neither pray I for these (apostles) 
alone, but for them also which shall be
lieve on me through their word; that 
they may all be one; us, thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us, that the world may 
~elieve that thou hast sent me." Indeed, 
1f our Lord. once prayed for unity, surely 
now he 1s crying over the division 
among believers. How we have let him 
down and how the world laughs at di
vided Christianity! 
. ~od never in!ended it to be the way 
1t 1s today. Umty among believers as 
Jesus said, helps the world see that 
"tho,u (Father) hast sent me (Jesus)." 
That s. why jesus built only one church. 
That 1s also why "factions, divisions 
and parties" (Gal. 5:20, ASV) are wrong: 
Paul tells us that the source of division 
is "carnality" (1 Cor. 3:3). 

There is .absolutely nothing good that 
can be sa1d about denominationalism. 
!t stands opposite everything Christian
Ity promotes. How men can be so in 
love with it-men who claim to be fol
lowers of jesus-is completely beyond 
this writer. We plead with the reader to 
not be swept up into a system (denomi
nationalism) so totally antagonistic to 
Christianity and the word of God. 

T,~e admonition of 2 Timothy 1:13 is 
to hold the pattern of sound words"· 
Paul commands that we are to 11lear~ 
not to go beyond the things which are 
~ritten" (1 Cor. 4:6). Denominational
ISm goes far beyond the things written 
destroying the oneness of Christ'~ 
church and the purity and pattern of 
New Testament Christianity. As for us 
we will continue to pray and work fo~ 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The New Testament Church ( 3) 
JERRY HARVILL 

CORINTH: THE PROBLEM CHURCH (1) 

Corinth was the largest city of Greece (est. population-
650,000), and one of the more famous cities in the ancient 
world. It was both a highly important seaport and trading 
center, and the political capital for the province of Achaia. 
Although strong and wealthy, it was notorious for its im
morality. In fact, its very name became a synonym for corrupt
ing influences (Korinthiazesthai = "to practice whoredom"). 
Strange as it may seem, it was of that infamous community the 
Lord said to the missionary Paul, " ..• I have many people in 
this city" (Acts 18:10). During the following year and a half, 

, Paul converted those people and the church at Corinth was 
begun (Acts 18:1-18). 

The Corinthian church had unlikely beginnings. Its early 
membership included converted idolaters, adulterers, homo
sexuals, thieves, and drunkards (1 Cor. 6:9-11). To be sure, 
there were some members of considerable community pres
tige (e.g. Crispus and Sosthenes, Acts 18:8, 17), but not many 
were wise, powerful or famous (1 Cor. 1 :26). It is to their 
credit that with a past record like that, they responded to 
God's grace and wanted to live sanctified lives in a place 
like Corinth. 

Minuses at Corinth 
However, on the other side there are a number of negative 

features. A survey of 1 Corinthians reveals internal problems 
of dissension (chapters 1-4), legal incest (chapter 5), litigation 
before heathen courts (6:1-11), fornication (6:12-20), mar
riage conflicts (chapter 7), idolatry and diet issues (chapter 8), 
and confusion In public worship (chapters 11-14). Some were 
even in danger of denying the resurrection (chapter 15). It 
is not too much to say that Corinth was a problem church. 

There are two problems to which special attention ought 
to be drawn. 

Snobbery 
The Corinthians had a problem with snobbery. Several indi

cators point to a pseudo-sophistication which was unlovely. 
They disparaged Paul for his lack of finesse as an orator (cf. 
1 Cor. 2:1-5; 13:1), and some found his emphasis upon the 
cross a burden to their Greek minds (1 Cor. 1:26-31; cf. 3:1-
10). They had a perverse intellectual pride which tended to 
make them arrogant (1 Cor. 8:1ff), and fostered internal con
flict and rivalry (chapters 3-4). Some apparently were more 
interested in credentials and pedigrees than they were in 
character; a man's friends became more significant than his 
achievements (see 1 Cor. 9; 2 Cor. 10-12). 

The sad truth is intellectual snobbery is far from dead. 
When we today give a brother a fair hearing only after 
checking his academic credentials; when we discount preach-

ers whose speech patterns are different or less polished than 
ours; when we endorse or condemn someone merely by as
~ociation, we bring Corinthian snobbery and intellectual pride 
mto the contemporary church. I see this among us, and it is 
an aspect of ancient Corinth we do. not need. 

Sectarianism 
Second, there was sectarianism in the Corinthian church. 

Their snobbery surfaced in factiousness and a tendency to 
glorify certain personalities (chapters 3-4). Favorite church 
celebrities became more important than the unity of the body 
of Christ; Christianity was ruptured over rival fan clubs (1 :10-
18). We may do the same thing today when we choose sides 
against each other over such things as soul talks and their 
promoters or detractors, "church growth" techniques and 
their gurus, or any other set of leaders and their programs. 

Furthermore, "labeling" is just as sectarian now as it was 
in ancient Corinth, and when we traffic in divisive name
calling we are as immature today as they were then. To cry, 
"I am conservative," "he is liberal," and then quickly line 
up behind representative personalities has less excuse today 
than in ancient Corinth; we are supposed to have learned 
from their mistakes. We don't need sectarianism today. In fact, 
unity in the Lord, not division, is the mark of the ideal New 
Testament Church· (1 Cor. 1 :10). 

Summarizing, we may say that the church at Corinth made 
a dramatic start in discipleship in the midst of overwhelming 
odds. A congregation in such a place was one of the triumphs 
of Paul's life. However, the faults of the city invaded the 
Christian community and it was ever in peril of faction, loose 
living, civil litigation, and false philosophy. Times have not 
really changed much; we in the contemporary church are still 
jeopardized by the same things. 

(To Be Continued) 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, un
leavened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to the large carton
all carefully sealed so it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at all times. Prices: 
Large carton, each $3.00, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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See the Good 
Any fool can be a grumbler. It takes 

a certain maturity, however, to see the 
goad-in a person, situation or even a 
new idea. All four Gospels record the 
story of the woman who anointed jesus' 
feet. Each gives a different perspective 
on the incident, and three of the four 
report somebody grumbling. Simon 
didn't like it because Jesus befriended 
a sinner. The apostles grumbled at what 
they considered a waste. And Judas 
complained because he was a thief and 
wanted a chance to get at the money 
himself. But our Lord saw the good
a repentant, broken heart, an occasion 
to perform· a singularly loving deed, an 
unknown and ill-famed woman whose 
deepest heart would be memorialized 
as part of his own story forever! We 
need to be more like Jesus. 

It is easy to find fault with the church
es of Christ. We have been around long 
enough, and have grown big enough, 
to contain most any problem, error or 
sin that one might imagine. Those of us 
with blood roots in the Restoration 
movement of Campbell and Stone have 
had a lifetime (however long or short, 
so far) to see the warts and moles at 
close-up range. Most of us have, at 
times, even 6een part of the problem! 
Because our movement (is that a euphe
mism for "denomination"?) has no of
ficial written creed, there is room for 
great diversity. Because we profess con-

Supporting the Lord's Work 
All of my life I have heard preachers 

and other Christians saying we have to 
spread the gospel. I believed that they 
were right. 

I am now in the mission field of the 
Pacific Northwest. We are in an area 
that depends largely on the lumber in
dustry. Building and the lumber industry 
are down. Because of this, there are very 
few people actually working in our area. 

The closest preacher to us is 56 miles 
away, over a mountain pass which is 
often dangerous to travel in the winter 
because of snow and ice. If we were to 
travel north, we have an 80 mile trek to 
the nearest gospel minister; to the east, 
we would drive 100 miles. The nearest 
man to the south is so far from us that 
I haven't the foggiest idea how far away 
the nearest church is. In May, there 
were five congregations within a three
hour radius of us that needed financial 
help. Now there are only four. One of 
those congregations had to shut its 
doors because of lack of funds for a 
preacher. 

The preacher at the closed congrega
t!on spent hours contact!ng congrega
tions for help. _He drove m1les at his own 
expense to seek help, and; in two years 
all he accomplished was to memorize 
the excuses for not spreading the gos
pel in our area. For a year and a half I, 
too, have been seeking financial aid. I 
have received roughly $450-a-month 
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gregational autonomy (and a decent 
number of folk try very hard to practice 
it), we have no official watchdog agency 
to stand over us, no policing body to 
restrain our peculiar notions or some
times eccentric behavior. Our very free
dom (which is good) lends itself to our 
fallen nature's tendency to get off 
track, out of focus, disproportionate or 
unbalanced. Even our good ideas often 
need correcting because of these im
proprieties. We can easily spot them 
when that happens-in the other fellow! 

I would like to say a few good things 
about "us," however. Perhaps this is 
something like the case of a youngster 
who goes home with a friend for the 
night, observes the behavior of his or 
her neighbor's family, and ~omes with a 
new appreciation for his or her own. 
The more we see of other fellow
ships and groups (historically speaking, 
though God does not recognize any 
denominational lines, since they are all 
man-made and ought not to even exist 
under ideal circumstances), the more 
we can be tolerant with the foibles of 
our own. At least we realize better that 
no other group is perfect either. So, 
here are a few positive thoughts for con
sideration by us "church of Christers." 

We have a great ideal in professing to 
follow the Bible alone. Although this is 
probably very idealistic, and while we 

(Continued on page 12) 

DAVID LEWIS 

support. This all on a short-term basis 
and over $200 from my relatives. I'm 
not· much of a writer, but I wanted to 
share with you what I have been told 
most often when the discussion of mon
ey in our town comes into the conversa
tion. 

The most common answer I receive is 
"We feel we should send our money 
overseas where there is a real need." 
The people in the Pacific Northwest 
have precious souls too. Don't these 
souls hold some worth? jesus had the 
twelve start right where t~ey were. 

The second response is one that I 
received three times while at the "West 
Coast Soul Winning Workshop." Keep 
in mind that this is where we were to 
increase our knowledge of winning 
souls of Christ. I had the opportunity to 
talk to several church leaders about 
helping our work. I was given this an
swer three times, "You ought to get out 
of there and go somewhere that they 
can fully support you." I have had sev
eral preachers tell me that they would 
never preach for the amount that I am 
receiving. I can only ask, "What hap
pened to our love for men's souls?" 

The third response comes from con
gregations with money in the bank. It 
goes something like th1s, "We can't help 
in your need because it might cut us 
short if an emergency arises." 

A fourth response I receive would be 

Suffer Consciousness 
GORDON V, HERRMANN 

PREACHER-ELDER 

A Los Angeles newspaper told of an 
automobile accident in which the driv
ar had "suffered consciousness." The 
typographical error states a great truth 
about life. 

Being UIJCOnscious or unaware tends 
to relieve us of concern in ourselves for 
others. If we are ignorant of the condi
tion of brethren in the congregation, 
then how can we be expected to sym
pathize or meet needs? We may have 
become so disjointed that we can't pro
nounce the names of those with whom 
we worship. I receive notes after nearly 
four years as preacher with the name 
"Herman," although the correct spelling 
is on every bulletin, the directory, and 
each newspaper article. It makes me 
wonder how long it would take to be 
conscious of "Herrmann" if it happened 
to be in the Bible. 

I know! Unconsciousness may relieve 
us of burdens brought on by knowledge 
and that, in turn, tends to relieve us of 
responsibilities. At least in our own 
minds. Our minds tend to blot out ad
ditional burdens with "unconscious
ness." Who among us is ill? Who is' 
carrying special burdens? Who is out of 
work? Does remaining conscious of 
their needs help us? Won't remaining 
"unconscious" help prevent a searing of 
the conscience? 

There is an indication of awareness 
and enlightenment in 1 john 3:16 that 
might bring the consciousness expected 
of us as God's people. I pray we won't 
have to undergo some incident or "acci
dent" in order to recognize our uncon
sciousness. Lord, help us to "suffer con
sciousness"! 
507 S. Lucas Drive, Santa Maria, CA 
93454 

humorous if it weren't so tragic "We 
will consider supporting you if· y~u can 
show us that others are supporting you." 
That's like saying, "We'll support you as 
soon as you prove you don't need our 
help." 

I have asked several preachers to 
come and hold a meeting without 
(:harge. We have offered to take care of 
their lodging and food while they are 
here. Four or five said they would love 
to come and their congregations would 
take care of their expenses but the 
majority said no. ' 

I'm not trying to be snide or judg
mental. I just want to make an appeal 
to the brotherhood to make an effort 
!O do more than just talk about srread
mg the word so that all souls wil hear. 
We need financial support, we need 
prayers, and we need encouragement 
I hav~ no. idea how much longer we ca~ 
stay m th1s area. Whatever we are going 
to. do concerning these souls, 1 pray help 
Will come soon. 
Box 126, Burney, CA 96013 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 10, 1983 



Campaigns for Christ 
Most of us who have worked on cam

paigns for Christ have been very con
cerned about the high drop-out rate of 
those converted on such efforts. This is 
not meant as a criticism .of campaigns 
and campaign methods! There are many 
devoted workers for the Lord who were 
reached through campaigns. The gospel 
has been spread in areas where it never 
would have gone, if it were not for cam
paigns. Literally, multitudes of people 
would never have been ~iven an oppor
tunity for eternal life if 1t had not been 
for campaigns. Hundreds of people have 
been motivated to become soul-winners 
an~ were trained to do so through cam
paigns. Whole congregations have been 
brought to life because of a campaign 
Campaigns have helped to increase ~ 
sensitivity and a compassion in God's 
people for the lost. 

One critic of the high drop-out rate of 
p-:ople converted during campaigns may 
thmk that the people were not taught 
thoroughly enough before baptism. 
Another n;tay say that they were not 
taught the 11Lordship of jesus." Still 
another may declare that they were not 
led into "godly-sorrow," or that they 
were not made to "count the cost." 

While these charges may sometimes 
be valid, it is questionable if that is the 
case most of the time. After working on 
numerous campaigns using different 

Biographical Preaching 
Moses reminds us to 11remember the 

days of old, consider the years of many 
generations: ask thy father, and he will 
show thee, thine elders and they will tell 
thee (Deut. 32:7). Biographical preaching 
looks to those of olden times for les
sons for today. No more fascinating en
deavor can be enjoyed than character 
studies of the personalities of the Bible. 
The lives of notable people of the past 
are exciting and challenging to every 
generation. Goethe wrote, 11Man alone 
is interesting to men." Christians have a 
rich heritage of great biographies to 
study, for the Bible overflows with life 
stories of both good and bad people. 
From the lives of those gone before we 
can learn many lessons, both of things 
to be done and others to avoid. Paul 
writes concerning ancient Israel, 11Now 
these things were our examples, to the 
intent we should not lust after evil 
things, as they lusted" (1 Cor. 10:6). 
Since a congregation will never grow 
weary of biographical lessons from the 
Scripture, a wise teacher will make ex
tended use of such in his preaching. 

Everett Dirkson wrote, "Gallant men 
have faced dangerous and long, arduous 
journeys to widen the borders of man's 
freedom. Each in his time contributed to 
our tradition something which has in
spired not only his own generation but 
the generations that follow." Great and 
good men and women inspire us b~ their 
noble examples to walk the paths of 

BOBBY ,BATES 

methods and under varying circum
stances of organization and efficiencY., it 
appears the results are amazingly similar. 
Even when efforts are made to properly 
teach the "prospect" both before and 
after conversion, it appears that many 
fall by the wayside. 

One of the better methods for stem
ming the tide is a well-organized follow
up program. It seems far more remain 
faithful to the Lord after a campaign 
where the congregation has followed up 
immediately on its converts. 

However, even then, there seem to 
be far too many who go back into the 
world. Why do we continue to lose 
them? 

Actually the Lord explained it to us in 
the Parable of the Sower. He told us 
there are four kinds of hearts into which 
we sow the gospel: the wayside heart 
that is so hardened that the gospel will 
not penetrate it; the rocky heart which 
quickly receives the word, but lets dif
ficulties lead him away from the Lord· 
the thorny heart that allows the cares of 
the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
to crowd the Lord out of his life; and the 
good and honest heart. 

The problem lies, not in the method 
of reaching the lost, as much as with 
the type of heart into which the gospel 
is sown. It would seem that many of the 
ones who respond to the gospel during 

JOHN WADDEY 

righteousness. Thus we imitate Paul as 
he imitated Christ (1 Cor. 11 :1). Any per
son will be influenced to greater th1ngs 
by a study of Gideon, Barnabas, or 
Elijah. All will be warned by the mis
takes of Judas, Bathsheba or Herod. 

The author is constantly looking for· 
fresh ways to present the old principles 
of the gospel lest his lessons become 
stale and repetitious to his hearers. Bi
ographical preaching is a marvelous way 
to meet this need. Even youngsters love 
character studies. 

Biographical preaching offers a unique 
and versatile approach to preaching in a 
local congregation. After one has served 
a church for many years, how does he 
preach on those same essential themes 
that need to be taught repeatedly with
out becoming repetitious and boring? 
How does one keep his approach to sal
vation or baptism fresh after he has al
ready preached ten sermons on these 
subjects? If one wishes to preach on 
baptism, why not present a lesson on the 
man from Ethiopia? He was baptized. 
This is the major point of the lesson. 
If you would preach on the errors of 
modern "faith healing," preach on the 
lame man at the Beautiful Gate. Have 
you a problem brother in your congre
gation? Would a lesson on Diotrophes 
fit his need? 

Our understanding of the Scriptures is 
greatly enlarged when we take time 

(Continued on page 12) 

a one or two-week campaign are not the 
good hearts, but the types that hear the 
gospel and receive it with great joy but 
then allow other things to draw them 
away from the Lord. 

po~s this mean we should quit cam
palgnmg? No! Does this mean we should 
not worry about improving our methods 
of follow-up? No! Does this mean we 
should not agonize over those who fall 
by the wayside? Of course not! 

It means we should realize the people 
converted also have a responsibility and 
a part to play in their relationship to the 
Lord. It means we cannot force one to 
stay faithful to the Lord. It means that 
new converts are not pieces of day that 
we can shape and mold contrary to their 
will. And, folks, it means that 1f people 
do fall away that it may vel)' well have 
nothing to do with the method of con
version, nor the method of follow-up. 
2707 South Lamar, Denver, CO 80227 

---o---
HEARSAY! 

How Shall We Handle It? 
W. DON FIKE 

As with most anything, there are a 
number of ways hearsay can be handled. 
One may ignore it, say nothing, but hold 
reservations regarding the matter, whis
per it (or broadcast it) for the truth or 
mvestigate before doing anything else. 

Moses gave Israel a formula that can't 
be improved upon. He said, "If you 
hear ... then you must inquire,· probe 
and investigate it thoroughly" (Deut. 
13:12ff NIV). Hearsay seems to have 
been common from the beginning of 
time and the temptation has always been 
to jump to the conclusion it must be so. 
At least where there is "smoke there 
must be fire." 

Did you notice Moses said first to "in
quire." I assume he meant to go to the 
source as well as other reliable sources 
to seek for the truth of the matter. In 
other words, a complete investigation 
was to be made. Further the people were 
told to "probe" for truth. Th1s means "to 
search into or examine throughly." Re
member this was prior to any conclusion 
or action! To give further emphasis these 
were told not only to 11inquire" and 
11probe" but investigate it thoroughly"' 
as well. My dictionary says this means 
to, "examine in detail." After this de
tailed process has been followed he then 
says, 11if it is true and it has been proved" 
take action. 

As Christians we would do well to 
apply these principles today to hearsar. 
whether it be regarding an individua , 
another congregation, school, etc. Simply 
because some information or misinfor
mation may appear in print does not 
mean we can bypass the above. There 
may be a lack of information or even 
ulterior motives (heaven forbid) behind 
accusations. At any rate we'll be held 
accountable for participating in any 
11hearsay gossip." Let us "inquire, probe 
and investigate" before jumping to any 
conclusion. 
2650 Belvedere Dr., Jackson, MS 39212 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 

$200.00 

$125.08 

$ 48.08 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 53.87 $ 45.65 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB.#828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB#24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
IS NOT A DENOMINATION 

(Continued from page 6) 
unity-not " ecumenical" unity or " unity 
in diversity," but the only kind of unity 
pleasing to God-that based on .the· 
oneness of the church and New Testa
ment Christianity. 
1320 S. Church St., Visalia, CA 93277 

BIOGRAPHICAL PREACHING 
(Continued from page 9) 

to learn of the social and economic, the 
religious and historical backgrounds of 
the key characters. Extended research 
and study of these characters over many 
years is as close as possible to actually 
walking and tal king with them in their 
ancient environment and what a delight 
that is! 

One problem to be faced is where to 
find a good source of biographical ma
terials that are homiletically arranged. 
For several years this scribe has been 
collecting such books and lessons. Com
monly three to six sources are studied 
before his own outline is sketched. 

To be interesting, such lessons need to 
move swiftly. Getting bogged down on 
any one point is usually fatal. Lessons 
should be delivered in a 30-40 minute 
time frame. 

Biographical lessons are really a va
riety of expository preaching. A ll agree 
that both the speaker and his audience 
grow most on the expository diet. Too, 
when we get thoroughly acquainted with 
the people of the Bible, we are better 
able to comprehend the messages God 
sent to them. In addition, we can see 
ourselves reflected in their lives, their 
struggl es, failures and victories (James 
1 :25) . Such study aids us in improving 
our lot. 

Surely God's book. i~ an ir:exhausti?le 
treasurer house of spintual nches w h1ch 
will ever thrill the heart of eager stu
dents. Let us search them out and utilize 
them for our own benefit and those that 
hear us. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tht AMEN ... hn•suy works w•th la•thlu l congregat•ons o f the 
churchn ol Chu st w hose m embers on m•ht ary •nstallat•ons 
wortdwkM are wa•t•no to nelp you r loved ones - as they have 
helped w•th th e spiutual and ohys•cal needs ol thou s.ands o l 
otneu d uung the past hvt years Th•s serv•ce tS free! 

Seno l'ltmt, complete address, phone and m•lltary • n stt~~llat •on. 
and scmltual condition. If known a long w ith your name 1nd ad· 
d ress to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAO 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
•Wes t Monroe. Louisi ana 71291 

Ameriean MiUtary Evangelizing NaUone 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-8()0.442-8935 
(OUTSIDE TEXAS 1·800-527 

OR WRITE 

~!!!!!!! 

LEADERS AND FOLLOWERS 
(Continued from page 4} 

We are conditioned by the worldly 
pattern to the extent that the words of 
Jesus seem to invite organizational 
chaos. "But some man has to have the 
fina l say!" Words to that effect sum
marize our common reaction to j esus' 
statement that the 'exercise of authori ty' 
is not the way it is to be among his dis
ciples. 

back at the text-i t still says the same 
thing! Perhaps it is t ime for us to think 
of the kingdom of God in biblical terms. 
The kingdom is not a topic for academic 
discussion or debate w ith 'those in error.' 
The kingdom of God is the rule of God in 
the hearts of people. Which among other 
things, means that the common 'chain 
of command' approach to business ad
ministration should not be imposed on 
the church. 

But when we catch our breath, look 
1620 C ak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 
95678 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Parti cipants in a new, su bstantia l, growing outreach work now 
see k a mature, ex perie nced evange list to grow with them to a 
fu llness in C hris t. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
t ime to an eva ngelistic thru st akin to that described in !Cor. 
9: 1 6 - ~ 2? Would you be ch allenged by an opportunity to help 
equip the sa ints as Pau l suggested in Ep h. 4: 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
~: 1-2, 24-25? Would you like to take your turn with the con
grega tion's othe r men to nourish the flock from the pulpi t? 

If y ou ans111er "yes " to these ques tions. please submit y our re-
sume. curriculum vitae, and references to : 

Eastgate Chu rch of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd St ree t 
Grand Junction , Colorado 8 1501 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Box 399 (Beamsville) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presenrs 

A four-year l.anguage, culture and Oible training program to prepare 
young men and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

- Elementary Ul~rainian 

Preporin·g Worl~ers for: 
- Slavic Evangelism in 

- Introduction to Ul~rainian 

Literature 
- Ul~rainian Civilization 

Contact 

J. ~icl~ Pinczul~. Director 
Great Lal~es Christian College 

Depr. of Slavic Languages 
P. 0 .13ox J99. [}eomsville 

Ontario. Canedo LOR 1 0 0 
Phone (416) 56J·7641 or ( 416) 56J·5J74 
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SEE THE GOOD 
(Continued from page 8) 

will never attain it to perfection, the 
ideal at least points us in the right direc
tion. It is much easier to seek. truth in. a 
group that professes to want at, than m 
one that openly says i~ has already 
learned it all. If we sometames fall short 
of our profession, those who truly. b~
lieve in the ideal have a sound bas1s m 
our own history for rebuking our close
mindedness and fearlessly challenging 
us to investigate what we have not con
sidered before. 

We have a noble heritage in wanting 
to be 'Christians only.' Again, this is · 
probably an impossible ideal, as viewed 
by anyone . other than ourselv~s. For 
many years I have fersonally struggled 
with the matter o undenominational 
Christianity. I love the thought and be
lieve in it with all my heart. But how can 
we claim, when we insist that "our" 
churches ·always use the same sign
board, that we are not "denominated" 
just as much as anybody else? (Why, for 
that matter, do so many preach that 
"there are many scriptural names for the 
church," but raise a howl if somebody 
dares use a different one?) 

Ideally, we can give our allegiance 
only to Jesus and, in that sense, be 
"Christians only." Historically, we are 
Protestants (not Catholics), either 
Reformed or Armenian, either sacramen
talists or evangelicals, either covenantal
ists or dispensationalists, either charis
matic or noncharismatic and so forth. 
These terms do not have to indicate 
ungodly allegiances; they may simply 
describe where we live on the ecclesias
tical map. Again, I have personally 
learned much truth from many of these 
quarters-sometimes from both sides of 
a given issue. Some consider this "wishy
washy" or unsound. I believe it is a 
natural expression of our professed goal 
to be Christians "only." 

We have a history that encourages 
Christ-centered balance. Alexander 
Camp~ell, Barton Stone and the others 
insisted that every doctrine and practice 
be brought under the scrutiny of scrip
ture and the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Because we have that heritage, we can 
freely do the same, even among our
selves (should we say 11especially" 
there?). When "our" folks make man's 
obedience the basis of his standing with 
God instead of the finished work of 
Christ, we have good ground to speak 
out. When "our" folkS pervert gospel 
baptism and make it occupy the place 
of faith in Christ as Savior, we have a 
basis for raising our voice. When "our" 
folks elevate any modern-day secondary 
"issue" to the level of the true core of 
the gospel, we stand on solid ground 
in making an objection. Someone has 
said that the worst evil is the good thing 
put in the plac~ of the best. Our history 
(early, if not always modern) encour
ages us to test everything by the Bible, 
and to insist that jesus be given priority 
as the center of all our thinking and 
living. 

There are but a few good things one 
could note about the churches of Christ. 
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We have become much more grace
oriented in recent years. One hears 
much more these days about Jesus. That 
is good-a true fulfillment of our best 
ideals. We must oppose cheap grace and 
license in the name of grace. We need 
to keep in balance. But "our" people 
are showing many signs of progress. 
"We" seem to be growing up in Christ. 
We are not there yet-as even Paul said 
of himself-but we are making progress. 

There are real Christians in the 
churches of Christ. Nobody else has it 
all together either. The best we can say 
of any historical ~roup is that they are 
trying-and growmg-with their heart 
firmly planted in jesus and their mind 
in the Scriptures. For many in the 
churches of Christ, that is a fair descrip
tion. Praise God! Let's see the good that 
is there, and keep on making progress. 
Box 218026, Houston, TX 77218 

OPENING FOR 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION 

AT 
MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 

MEDINA, TEXAS 

Medina Children's Home invites your application for consideration of this 
opening. At least one of the following qualifications is necessary. Please contact 
Dempsey Simpson, Medina Children's Home, Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas 
78055-(512) 589-7725 (office) (512) 589-2236 (nights/weekends). 

1. A master's degree in social work from an institution accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education and a minimum of one year experience in 
children's services or family services. 

2. A graduate degree in a behavioral or social science from an accredited 
college or university and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

3. A bachelor's degree in social work from an accredited college or university 
and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

4. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and three 
years experience in children's and family services. 

5. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and current, 
direct supervision from a person meeting one of the above qualifications. 

CHVRCIDS 01' CHRIST , 
NATIONWIDE and NATIONWIDE 

Cmistian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and. Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 
Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City. CA 95959 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this during this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository writing . .. setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for sermon preparation, classroom teaching. or personal study. Written 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid, these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
M~tthew 

Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Rom,lns 
I &. II Corinthi~ns 

~irm 'Jounbnti 
.---------ABOUTTHEAUTHOR --------~ 

jam es Burton Coffman is nored for his g ifted 
ministry, his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
w ritings are the invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout the United Stares. Mission
aries are currently using these commentaries 
all over the world. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
G~ l~ti,,ns-Colossi~ns 

I &. II Thess~loni,,ns-
Philemon 

Hebrews 
J~mes-Jude 

Revel~tion 

( I 2 volume set) 

Send your order ro: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
r.o. Box 6 10, Austin. Texas 78767 

Individual volumes S 10.95 
12 volume setS 125.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. Texas 
residents add 5% sa les tax. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE-CALL NOW National -1-800-531-5227 Texas - 1-800-252-9103 



4TH MEDICAL MISSION CAMPAIGN 
YIELDS TWELVE 

The medical team led by Dr. A. J. 
Thompson saw patients in the five-day 
out-patient clinic that was conducted at 
the local church building on the island 
of St. Kitts in the West Indies. Other 
physicians on the team were Dr. Martha 
Bush and Dr. Leon Blue, both of whom 
have participated in the project prev~
ously. Additional members of the medi
cal team included nurses and a lab tech
nician who were also veterans of the 
project. The physicians were invited. by 
the local radio station to participate m a 
dai ly thirty minute program entitled 
"The Docto r and You." Discussing pre
ventative medicine, they created. a great 
interest in the cl in ic and the church. 

Although many people are treated in 
the clinics the thrust of the effort is evan
gelism. Or. Thompson reminds the team 
regularly that the work of the personal 
workers and evangelists is the primary 
purpose for the mission. "If we can use 
our medical skills to create interest in the 
gospel we are thankful," he said, and 
added, "We must not forget that preach
ing the gospel is our real mission in 
this life." 

The government officials and the local 
business community on the island were 
most supportive of this effort. Top Health 
Department officials visited the clinic 
and praised th e efforts to bring good 
health care to th e island. Often our lab 
has been superior to that of the local 

AU. . .. Cl..,~.. Undergraduale 
C h / (D /, , & Graduale 
Jc oo 0 l'l.eltg ton Degrees In Bible 

A .M . B A .. B.S .. M A .. M.Th. 
Full !khOI•Jsll.ps .A ~o>l I•I)M F01 Full ,,,. Sructe-nrs on Ua~~t C.mpus 

01 Apt>tOY«< 011 Campus Programs Av•"•* 

Call Coll.cl for Or. RtJ A. Tumer. Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

6020 A11an1o Hlghwoy. Mon1gomery. AL 36117 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We C!n help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tultion
V. A. Benefits- Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILD RENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

hospita l enabling us to run tests they 
cannot do. Diagnosis was often made 
which assisted the few local physicians 
in their continu ing practices. 

work, elders james Dixon and Coolidge 
Faulkner accompanied the team and 
worked as a part of the personal work 
staff. Leading by example, they each 
were responsible for teaching some that 
were baptized. 

As a part of the efforts of the Sixth 
and Izard eldership to oversee this 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive trainiDJg program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V.A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For furth-er 
information~ontact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

EARN 123/4°/o TO 13°/o 
ON YOUR INVESTMENT! 

The 1981 Bond Series pays 12%% on 1990 and 13% on 
bonds maturing in 1992-1994. 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. (Formerly Home For The Aged) 
operates three units: Christian Care Center, Mesquite, Texas; 
Hilltop Haven, Gunter, Texas; Lakewood Village, Fort Worth, 
Texas, and is under the oversight of the elders of the Highland 
Oaks Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas, (Formerly Garland 
Road Church of Christ). 
REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisemen1 1s netther an offer to sell nor a sollc tlation to boy any of 1hese bonds. 
The oHenng is made only by the Prospectus 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 

... -=mmm1tm 
Dallas, Texas 75228- Phone (214) 343-0756 
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YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT 
SET FOR JULY 24-29 

A " touch of heaven" may well describe 
the Yosemite Family Encampment, which 
will celebrate its 41st ann iversary the 
last week of july. The encampment, di
rected by Paul L. Methvin under t~e 
oversight of the elders, 5915 Mam, 
Orangeville, CA 95662, meets each year 
in the beautiful Yosemite National Park, 
where Christian families study God's 
word and enjoy " family fun" for the 
entire week. Last year, Christians from 20 
states and 7 foreign countries were rep
resented with a total of 7000 plus in at
tendance. 

The 198~ staff of speakers and teach
ers includes: Paul L. Methvin, Jack 
Wilhelm, Wendell Winkler, Jerry Rush
ford, j . Walker Whittle, Dub McClish, 
Tex Williams, Hugo McCord, Mike Ar
mour, Leonard Gray, j ohn Banks, Charles 
Beeson, Harold Paden, Norman Gipson, 
jack Exum, Edwin White, Paul Faulkner, 
Bi ll Teague, Johnny Ramsey, Melvin 
Weldon, V. P. Black, Rex Boylis, and Jeff 
Walling. 

Activity and reservation information 
may be received by writing to Encamp
ment Secretary, Florence Johnson, 1509 
S. W. 7th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73159. 

Walter E. Bankes, 237 Mehaffey Ct., 
Cambridge, OH 43725: After june I will 
terminate full-time located work, and 
will be available for meetings and over
Lord's Day appointments. We will term i
nate a most harmonious profitable work 
at New Concord, Ohio. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREA.OHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-A.pprond tor Veteran• 

BeDetit. 
contact 

The Dfreot~'12S 84th Street 
IJU.bbock, TX 'TIN10 

1·80G·'TOS.lUD1 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Comp1ete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. B roadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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James Lloyd, London, England: Re
cently, Douglas Arthu r and I reviewed 
the first six months' progress of the 
South London Church of Christ here in 
London. We both agreed that the Lord 
has blessed us in a mighty way. Since 
our first worship service on july 4, 1982, 
our Sunday morning attendance has 
risen from 17 to 45. It was especially ex
citing to see 19 people baptized into 
Christ, with all but one remaining faith
ful to the body of Christ. We were par-

Graduation 
1983 

Cap It 
with a Gift Book 

from Baker! 

t icularly thril led to note that the ma
jority of our converts are local British 
citizens, although several other countries 
are also represented by these new Chris
t ians. These include Jamaica, New 
Guinea, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Barbados, and even the United States 
of America! These men and women, 
when properly trained, can return to 
their countries to be used in a powerful 
way by God to take the saving message 
of Christ into all the world. 

CONGRATULATIONS A Graduation Remembrance, by LOUIS 0 Coldwell. A new g1fl 
book of gu1donce and help, by lhe author of Tassel books $4.95 (New!) 

CHOOSING YOUR CAREER The Christian Decision Manual, by Marlin Clark New 
1nsrghls by on expenenced Chnsllon counselor Paper. $3.95 (New!) 

AFTER THE TASSEL IS MOVEO. Guidelines for High School Groduates, by LOUIS 0 
Coldwell. A c1oss1c groduollon g1fl book - olmosl lhree-quorters of o m1111on 1n 

pnntl $3.95 

ANOTHER TASSEL IS MOVED Guidelines for College Graduates, by LOUIS 0 
Coldwell F11led w1lh sound odv1ce and procllcollnSighls $3.95 

DIRECTIONS A Gift Book ror Graduates, by Leroy Koopman Sound. scnplurol 
odv1ce lo all groouoles $4.95 

SO NOW YOU'RE A GRADUATE, by William J Krutzo Musmgs and thoughls for the 
groduole. $4.95 

GOOD MORNING, LORD, Senes $3.95 each G1fl Slyle 
Devollons lor College Sludenrs. by L 0 Coldwell Prayers • Promises lor Teens. by Morgorer Sllrner 
More Devotions lor Teens. by Paul Marlin Devotions lor You ng People. by Paul Marlin 
Devotions l or Alhleles, by Leroy Pollerson Meditations lor Teachers. by Don Mo1np11Ze 
Meditations lor College Srudents. by Leland May 

DEVOTIONALS FOR TEACHERS, by Nelle VonderArk $4.95 
DEVOTIONALS FOR NURSES, by Rhoda Lapp. $4.95 
CHALKDUST Prayer Meditations for Teochers, by Elspelh C. Murphy $4.95 
DATING Guidelines from the Bible, by Scot! K1rby Paper. $2.95 

MY GRADUATION YEAR, by Rober! Mort1n An album slyle g1 ft book for memones. 
oulogrophs, p1c1ures. etc $11.95 

GRADUATE 'S GUIDE TO SUCCESS, by W1ll10m Krutzo $3.95 

YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE, by Don Mollough Paper. $3.95 

HI! I'M ANN, by Ann Kiemel Paper. $1 .75 

SENSE AND NONSENSE, by Rolf Aoseng Clear. Simple. humorous Paper, $2.50 

YOU'VE REALLY GOT ME, GOD! by Alan Parler. One young person's growlh Into 
odullhood. Paper. $1 .4 5 

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE! by Don1el Seagren Cord-booklet, with envelope. A 
challenge nol only lo celebrate groduollon but also Ia reflect on whol this m11eslone 
means. $1.25 

WISE WORDS TO THE GRADUATE, by Robert Martin Cord-bookie!, with envelope. 
Common-sense odvrce 1n eosy-lo·loke form $.95, or $9.50 dozen 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P . 0. BOX 6 10 AUSTIN , TEXAS 78767 
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1984 WORLD'S FAIR IN NEW ORLEANS 
If you regret that you missed sharing 

in the Knoxville World's Fair . outreach 
effort then you w ill be excited to know 
this-there w ill be a World's Fair in New 
Orleans from May 12 to November 11 , 
1984. The church of Christ was first of 
on ly four religious gro4ps allowed to 
participate. The elders of the Crowder 
Boulevard congregation have accepted 
oversight of this exh ibit. 

For more information contact the 
Crowder Bouleva rd Church of Christ, 

7301 Crowder Boulevard, New Orleans, 
LA 70126. 

Austin H. Emery, 2012 Western, Farm
ington, NM 87401: I have just returned 
from leading a team in the Campaign for 
Christ in Wellington, New Zealand. 
Fourteen souls were led to Christ during 
our t ime there. Upon my return we 
launched a radio ministry in our com
munity with a dai ly one-minute presen
tation. I wi ll be w ith Charles Hodge as 
our guest speaker. 

Brown Trail Sthool of Preathing 
EDDIE WH ITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

A PPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Cal l 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Drown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-262-3911 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Sa ints Meet is t he result of a pains
taking effort to bui ld a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for li beral arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and ch ild care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A stat istica l summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are li sted by states, and 
information on particular congregationa l features such as foreign language 
services are incl uded. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church offi ce 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15 % postage and handling - Texas residents add 5 % sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 

..... .._..._...._~.._ ......... .._..,...-................... .._.......,_....,_......, 

~ PEWS ••. New and Used ~ 
• Pew Cushions- Pew Refinishing ~ 
~ Write or call for f ree estimate. [ 
~ BREM'S WOODWORKS, INC. l 
[ J CAFB Rd. Rt. 9 Box 406 l l Waco, TX 76705 8 17-799-5~26 \ ~ ......... ...__....__.. ______ .._ .......... ~ 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

COME WITH US 
Literary En9land 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

OberammerCJaU 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd ., Memphis, T enn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901·683·1678 

Valley Forge 
Encampment 

June 27-July 1 
Inspirational lecture series combined 
with tours to historical and cultural 
sites in the Philadelphia area. G reat 
C hristian fellowship and reasonable 
costs on the campus of Northeastern 
C hristian Junior College. 

Theme: "To Live 
is Christ" 

SPEAKERS & TEACHERS 

Mike Anglin Phillip Morrison 
Jan Bell Jim Bill Mclnteer 
Terry Bell Ira North 
Alice Browning J. M. Powell 
Stanley Maiden Larry Roberts 

Wil C. Goodheer , Director 

r·----------------------------------~ Please send a brochure with full details 
about the Valley Forge Encampment. 

Name 

Address 
Street 

C ity State Zip Code 

RETURN TO: Wil C. Goodheer, Director 
King of Prussia Church of Christ 

590 W. Valley Forge Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1-215-265-1585 
-~-----------------------------------· 
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SATURN ROAD CHURCH TO OVERSEE 
STATHOPULO WORK IN PHILIPPINES 

The Saturn Road church, 3030 Saturn 
Road. Garland, Texas, has assumed the 
oversight of the David Stathopulo family 
for the wo rk in Baguio City, Philippines. 
Saturn Road has been committed to this 
a rea of the world for the past 13 years 
in their support of the Doug LeCroy 
fami ly. The Philippines is the most re
ceptive country in Southeast Asia. 

The Stathopulo family served for eight 
years in Thailand and bring with them a 
valuable Asian experience to this field. 
They will locate in Baguio City, 150 
miles North of Manila. David will also 
be teaching Bible at the Phi lippines Bible 
College. 

At p resent, the Saturn Road fa mily 
cannot supply a ll the needs of the 
Statho pulos. They solicit your p rayers 
and finan cia l partnership. Please contact 
the Saturn Road church, 3030 Saturn 
Road, Garland, TX 75041. 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Announces 

THE AVAILABILITY OF 

First Mortgage Bonds 

Maturity dates from 2 through 15 years 

Total Issue $1,300,000- Aiready earning interest 
(Subject to prior sale) 

* Use bonds for your IRA for 1982 and 1983 
* Open a self directed IRA 
* Use bonds for children's or grandchildren's educational fund 

For information or offering circular contact the Development Office of Lubbock 
Christian College, 5601 W. 19th St., Lubbock 79407 (806) 792·3221 Ext. 243 or 
in Amarillo contact Fred Selby, (806) 359·4046, P.O. Box 7174, Amarillo, TX 
79114. 

This Is not an offer to sell nor a solicltotion to buy these securities. The offering Is made by 
prospectus only. -For Texas Residents Only-

WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree In Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

* Cred it Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire to spread 
the Gospel more than anything else in the world, 
the place to prepare is ••• 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

CONTACT US; 

OfFICE Of ADMISSIONS 
Dept. ff 
P. O.IIoaiiiC 
f lorence, AL 35630 
1.acJ0.9112-41107 or 
1·205·766-6610 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
CHURCH OF CHRIST I N HOLLYW OOD 

600 N. R ossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sun day : Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale L ince 

Advertising in this section $ 1.50 per line. Des ign ed especially to accommodau congl"<'zationo 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Travel ing thru Florida? Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of 1· 75, exit (441 ) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904-462-3326. 

ndvertiain~ meetine p laces, p r each ers seeking work o r con g r egation • aeekint:' preacher.. A llo other 
nc.ceptable matter. 

DEAR VALLE Y CH U RCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF DIDLICAL STUDIES 

P reaching-Personal Evangelism- Missions 
Exceptional Cur r iculum for Women 

.. a pproved for Veteran's training" 
Leona rd M. Gray- Director 

I (303) 986· 5800. 2707 So. Lnm ar. Denver . Co 80227 
F Oll'l' H OOD - K ILLEEN, TEXA S 

Sou t h s ide Churc h of Chris t 1505 S. Trim · 
mier Rd. T erry H arrison, Minister. Phone 
63 4-60 12. Sun. 9 :30 & 10:30 A .M . & 6 :00 
P .M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHA!\1, N. J .• F airmou n t a nd South e rn 
Bl v d ., 07928. N ORTHERN N E W JERSEY, 
NEW Y ORK C ITY A R E A. 201 · 635- 6810 or 
20 1-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. H all. 
Sunday classes , 10: 16: Worship, 11 : 00. P hone 207-
989-2589, o r 866-4383. Visitars Welcome. W r ite about 
newcomers to the GREATE R BANGOR AREA. 

D AY A R EA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

P le n Hnnton, Cnllf ornln 94560 
James W . Ferguson , Sr .. D i rec tor 

N OW W ORSHIP ON ISLAND O F KAU AI, 
HAWAII. P h . (808) 822-1960 or Clar ence May, 
Church of Chr ist, 4647 Hauanln R d., Knpnn, H awaii 

96746:.... --"":";'==-=:===-...,.--=:=-c:------
METRO-DENVE R AREA 

Englewood Church of Chr ist . 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mnc Ba rtee. E vangelist 
D E NVE R, C OLORADO 80228 

L AKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
456 So. Young tle ld Ct. 

Tel e. : 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Trans lation fo r Deaf. Ter ry Cartwright. minister 
" EMPLOYMENT: NORTH E RN CALIFORN IA. 
Sierra Children' s Home is cu r rently h iring child 
care sta ff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fit.'l . If interested . con tact Steve Ber gman. Execu
tive Director. at P .0. Box 597. V acaville. CA 95688. 
or cn ll 707/ 448-3557." 
SUNSfT SCHOOL OF PREACHI NG courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive specia l lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St. , lubbock, TX 79411 . 
WE REBIND CHE RIS H E'='· D=-=n-=I=B"'L""E""s"'-- w- r""i.,..te-::f-or""""f,...r-ee 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 24 85. 
Abilene. Texns 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-PO UGHKEEPSI E, N.Y. 
We will contact your re latives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mon tgomery St. Zip 12601 . O r call 
!om Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 0 51 W . ::8t h S t . S unda y -

10. 11 a . m . & 6 :30 p .m. P h . 3 44 - 375 0 
Rel ire men l Approaching! 

Consider Bisbee. AZ. Historica l, beau ti ful, ideal c li 
mate, low-cost housing. The ch urch here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432·5116 or (602) 432·2994. 
A.LA SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURC H O F 
CHRIST, 2 700 De Bar r Rd. W ill contact 
re latives or f riends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph . Box 3 1•1. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE , I N D., 2205 E . !Uorg nn A 'Ve ., 
U.S. 4 00 E n s t OppoHite K-1\lurt, Offic e 477-
5271. nobby '\Va d e , Min. 470-40~. 

Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istry!" Write Box 198S, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BO UG HT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
PREACHER AVAI LABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking fo r a full time pulpit position. Present work in· 
eludes monthly preach ing, weekly radio work, adul t 
Bible c lass teache r, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references availab le on request. 
Gregory L. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, ll 62521; 
(217) 422· 0143 o r (217) 423·6218. 
EVANG ELIST AVAILABLE: Doctrinally sound, conserva
t ive, and zealous to work' with an active, growing 
congregation. Elders preferred . Experienced in radio, 
TV, newspaper wo rk. l oca lion unimportant so long as 
support is su fficient ; love, u nity, and labor prevails. 
Crendenlials provided upon request. Must relocate by 
June 30th. Contact: Roy A. Crutcher, church of Chr ist, 
11S12 S. Normandy, Worth, II. 60<482; call 312/ 371· 
7367 o r 312/361-4230. 
Want~d: Youth Ministe r to coordinate Bus Minis try 
and Education. Five bus routes presently bringing about 
125 on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church of Ch rist, 2200 McDowell Road, Vincennes, 
Indiana 47S91. 

ATT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH O F 
CHRIST S AN BERN ARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sundny 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed . 7 :00 
P .M. Cnll 883-2550 o r W. P. J olly. Jilin. 79fi-23 11 . 
Alle nl i<;>n: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
•n lndtvtdua l and Famtly counseling seeks posit ion . 
Personal experience with fos ter care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with chi ldren and the ir families . Mar
ried with two young children. Ava ilable August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504·381-9440 or w ri te: 36SO 
Nicholson Dr. #1 168, Bato n Rouge, La. 70802. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 \1ears experience needs con· 
gregation to begin working with o n July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1S1 2 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 S02-633·5171 . 
Congregation seeking mature experienced full-time 
preacher. Please send resume to: Elders, Sunray 
Church of Christ , Oox 397, Sunray, Texas 79066. 
Gospel preacher available for full-time work, age 32, 
10 ys. experience, graduate of Preston Road School o f 
Preaching, married w/3 ch ildren. For resume, call or 
write Dan Gannon, Oox 1411 , Hemphill, Tx. 7S948, ph. 
(409) 767 ·32<19. 
MINISTER WANTED: Pulpit minister for congregation 
with ac tive Campus Ministry. Work with married 
adulls in evangelistic outreach. Send resume and at 
least three references before May 31 . Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 334, DeKalb, II. 60115. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need o f full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregi'ltion owns church building and preacher's ho me 
ncar by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
o ther than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45 . Please apply only if you have comm illed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, you th, personal, o r bus work in the l ord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upo n 
request. If interested call 417-876-42S6 . 
Church reaching out. Do you have a bus or a van to 
give to an active church. Please wri te or call : Honey 
Grove Church of Christ, Oox 44, Honey Grove, Texas 
75446 o r call 21·1-378· 2003 day, 378-7240 nile c/o Da le 
Burgess. 
APPLI CATIONS WANTED AT MED INA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and o ther type employees 
such as, SO CIAL SERVICES, SECRfTAR IAL, RELI EF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTH ER RElATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKI LLS IN MA INTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANI CS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSI NG, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOK KEE PING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
S89·2236 (night / weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 7S, Medina, TX 7U005. 
Preacher available: 1S years expe rience. 49 years o ld , 
marr ied. Graduate of Bay area School of Preaching. 
Write, Jesse Wingate, 1712 S.W. 19th, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73108 or call 405·964·5655 or 405·632·7302. 
Gospel preacher needed by a small congregation in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia. Canada to work together with 
Urian and Belly (Donop) Garne tt. This is a new work 
(six years old) w ith great potential. Partial su pport 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
Let us print the next membership di rectory o f the 
Lord's Church where you worship, Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send ! or information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service. P .O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 o r 
call (9 16) 885-5776. 

INVESTIGATE! The FlMn Foundatto• 
trlea to a creen adve rtt.slng, and will n ot 
kno>Y1ng1:y t a ke q ue8tlonnbl e ndvertfalng . 
Ou t It Ill the r e nde r'" r eaponslbUlty to la
veHtlg n te. Like any othe r p a per, we •ome 
tlmeH u n •v lttlng 1y rnn an nnworth:r ad. 
As the old 8n :ylng g oe11, b e for e you lnv e•t. 
In ve•th:ate I 

McMAHANS IN ANCHORAGE 25 YEARS 

On March 1 about 100 members of the 
Anchorage church and o ther friends 
gathered to pay tribute to Pat and Gloria 
McMahan for their 25 years with the 
Anchorage church. 

Brother McMahan was the pulpit min
ister for the church for 15 years and has 
served as educat ional director the past 
ten years. Present ly he i s an elder and 
also serves on the board of d irectors for 
the World Christian Broadcasting Cor· 
poration. 

JAIL-PRISON EVANGELIST 
NEEDED 

to head up a progressive prison ministry 
in the Leavenworth/Kansas City area. 
T his is a WORKING ministry that rc· 
quires FULL auention. Send resume to 
jim Trouer, c/o church of Christ, 6000 
Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo., 64133, 
Ph. (816) 358-1386; O r to Bill Cross
man c/o P.O. Box 497, Leavenworth, 
Ks., 66048, Ph. (913) 682·6 163. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Quali f ied Teachers 
Scholars hips Available 

For Information Call; 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academ ics Jimmy Wood, Dir ector of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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We Thank You Who VIsited O ur Booth 
At The Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop! 

AN INDIAN 

BECOMES A COWBOY 
It sounds like a Ho ll ywood script gone wild. a 

Bible epic confused with a western . But this is true . 

The driver of a two-wheeled cart knocked on the 
door of A John Abraham Children's Hom e in In
dia , and reporte d a baby abandoned on the tra in 
tra cks. The newly born boy , nake d a nd blue with 
cold . was rescued by the John Abraham people 
fifteen minutes before the ne xt passing tra in . They 
named him Moses. 

Baby Moses ha d been a ll the name he needed 
for five months. The n a ll of a sudden they na med 
him Daniel Ellis Moses Le nz. issued him a passport . 
fle w him exactly half-wa y around the world . and 
placed him in the a rms of a Christian mother and 
fath er. This part o f the story was made possible 
with the help of All God's Children Ado ption Agen
cy . 

The new father stood there in the a irport ho lding 
his son of less than three minutes. feeding him a 
bottle. Both mother and fa the r stared at Moses. 
both smiling. The n one tear formed in the father's 
eye. Then another. and ano ther. Moses' mo m 
dried his dad's tears away. As the y looked at each 
other. tears from both of the m began to flow in e ar
nest. Friends who were watching felt uncomfort
able to be intruding on such a private mo ment. But 
it was too captivating a scene to turn away. The 
grandfather got to hold Moses , and the n the great
gra ndfather. Instant fa mily. 

Moses arrived from Ind ia S aturday night . March 
21. 1980. Sunday morning he was in church . His 
mom explained they left Moses in his name be
cause he was a provide ntia l child . 

Moses' family has fi ve horses. They started 
breaking one the wee k Moses arrived , to have it 
ready by the time he can ride. He used to be an 
Indian . That was before he became a cowboy. 

There a re more would-be pare nts who wo uld 
love to have a baby Moses. There are little children 
aro und the world who need parents . "Let my peo
ple go." - John Co mer 

(The Lenzfamfly are members of the Metro Church of 
Christ In Phoenix.) 

Moses 

The John Abraham Fund Helps 
Children In Nine Homes In 

India and Pakistan 
~~~.-..~~~~~~~~~~~.._. I SPECIAL REPLy t 
t YES, Ba~er, I want to save the life and soul of a child. t 

Enclosed IS $ 0 Use It anywhere it is needed. t 
t 0 I want to educate _African children in your NTONDA t t school at $1 .00 per month. t 
& 0 I want to support a child on a sustained basis at $22.00 & 
' per month . (I understand I can quit at any time.) ' t Please send me the picture and date. t 
t 0 Send a packet of your publications to _ _ _ _ _ 

Address . I will see that they t t are distributed to the church . t 
t 0 Send a packet of information to the address below. t 
& I will work to try and get my Sunday School class 
' or Church involved . t 
t 0 Send me rpore Information for my private use. f 
t Name ddress f 

f Zip Phone t 
t 
t 
t 
t 
t 

BAXTERLOE t 
(Your donations are tax deductible) "JOHN ABRAHAM MEMORIAL f 

CHRISTIAN RELIEF FUND 
BOX 30007 
AMARILLO. TX 79120 

CALLUS 

COLLECT AT 
~il' ·m~ 
---...... -···-

: 806-383-7631 

'"··-······- ~o .. •... - ................ "'--:-:.~ ,..,_., .. ,. ....... . .. , .... , .. ~ ....... . ............ _ .. _ .. . 

t 
t 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
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THE PROPOSED CENTER FOR BIBLICAL AND FAMILY STUD
IES, the newest addition to the the York College campus in 
York, Nebraska is pictured here. A $175,000 challenge gift 
from an anonymous foundation was announced during Yorl<'s 
lectureship for the construction o f this building on the cam
pus, and a drive is being mounted to rai se matching funds. 
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A Light Shining ina Dark Place 

Perhaps the darkest area of'the United States, insofar 
as the number of congregations is concerned, is the 
North Central tier of states. In the middle of that dark
ness there is a bright star-York College. 

Graduates of York College are preaching the gospel 
in 40 states and 20 foreign countries. That's not bad for 
a 27-year-old junior college on the plains of Nebraska 
where churches are few and far between. 

We were privileged recently to participate in the 
annual lectureship there. York College is a school that has 
as its central purpose, and reason for existence, the 
teaching of God's word and the preparation of young 
people to go out into the world to spread the kingdom 
by serving the lord. 

The 1982-83 enrollment figure on the York campus is 
350 students, and the administration is expecting to 
break the 500 mark next fall. Pre-enrollment is up 30o/o 
and there is every indication that the school will enroll 
considerably more than 500 students. 

We especially appreciated the Bible-centered speech
es o~ the lectureship. Expository preaching, which has 
almost gone out of style,. was featured every day. Too 
many have gotten our minds off God and his word and 
fastened them on the issues and the brethren. We are 
more concerned with whether others do things right 
than we are in whether we are acceptable to God. It is 
refreshing to hear our best men dig in the text and come 
up with mind-stretching truths. Of all the forums we 
have ever attended, this expository forum, which is an 
annual event at the York lectureship, is the best. 

York College is right in the center of a vast mission 
field. The education of Christians native to the area is 
important. The few Christian families that comprise 
York's constituency have made real sacrifices to keep 
the school going-yes, even to help it survive. Some
times it looked like it couldn't, despite all their efforts, 
but the boom in enrollment indicates that it will be a 
force for good for years to come. 

We are very much interested in Christian education. 
We do not think the colleges have to exist for the church 
tp grow. The church could, possibly, grow without any 
colleges, but since the church has almost completely 
lost its evangelistic thrust, and is spending its energies 
internally, it at least needs its youth educated. We 
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would regret it if they were not. And we would regret it 
if the church had to depend upon the secular state for 
the education of its children. If we can't evangelize we 
ought to at least educate. 

We have half a dozen tiny colleges-four in the states 
and two in Canada-that are located in areas where the 
church is weak. Each is struggling for its very life. All our 
colleges need all the support from Christians that they 
can get. And those in the Bible belt need support fully 
as badly as those in mission areas. But we especially 
plead with brethren to remember those colleges that 
do nqt have sufficient backing in their immediate areas 
to insure their survival. 

We are an affluent people. We can give two and a 
half million dollars to feed a few people in Poland, and 
half that much to feed others in Ghana. We could also 
provide, without sacrificing, that much or more for 
Columbia Christian in Portland, Oregon, York College 
in York, Nebraska, Michigan Christian in Rochester, 
Michigan, Northeastern Christian in Villanova, Penn
sylvania, Western Christian in Weyburn, Saskatchewan 
or Great lakes in Beamsville, Ontario. 

Many of our people have no close relatives to leave 
their estates to, and many others would simply create 
bad blood by trying to leave their estates to relatives. 
Here is an opportunity to invest in the youth of the 
church. It would be a good thing if many of us contacted 
the development offices of our Christian colleges and 
made plans to perpetuate the good we can do through 
investment in the finest young people the church has. 

York College is in the midst of an expansion program. 
Room must be found for a rapidly increasing enrollment. 
Dormitories, classroom space, administration offices
they all cost money. As is the case with all our colleges, 
the large gifts have come from non-Christians. If they 
think that much of our Christian college product, then 
we ought to think a lot of it too. York has matching gifts 
for some new buildings. We ought to be able to supply 
our share. A short visit to the York campus would con
vince you that it is worth it. 

Christian families ·are becoming increasingly con
cerned with the quality of education their children are 
receiving, and that's a good sign. We need some shining 
lights in all these dark places. 
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Where Do I Go From Here? TERRY GOWER 

11You know, I never thought it would 
happen to me." Although I've heard so 
many people say something to that ef
fect, it hasn't been until the last few 
years that I could appreciate the lonely, 
disparaging feelings that accompany 
that sort of statement. You see, I'm di
vorced. Oh, that may not sound like such 
an unusual dilemma to you-after all, 
people are getting divorced every day. 
While that may be true, it does nothing 
to eliminate the pain and anxiety, the 
stigma and shame of being a Christian 
who has been through a divorce. You 
see, no matter how many ways you may 
try to cut it, the end result is that I failed 
at the one most important relationship 
(outside of my relationship with Christ) 
of my life. No matter what I do from this 
day forward, I cannot undo what has 
happened. No matter where I go or what 
I do, my divorce, my past life, will al
ways be a subject of debate among my 
brethren. You see, I am also a preacher. 

branded not merely because he sins but 
because his sin results in divorce. If 
divorce were not the result the sin 
would be forgiven and forgotten. 

You may at this point feel that I am 
over-reacting. Divorce, you say, is like 
any other sin that can be forgiven and 
forgotten. Forgiven? Maybe; forgotten? 
Don't bet on it. Perhaps a Christian not 
in a position of leadership would be able 
to leave it all behind. I very much doubt 
it though. At least, I must say that a 
Christian, who is divorced and remarried, 
scripturally or not, is doomed to carry 
that stigma the rest of his life with very 
few exceptions. With all my heart I be
lieve that in too many cases the Christian 
divorcee is demoted to a second-class 
position in the kingdom of God. Oh, 
certainly not by God, but by his brethren. 
The minister who has been divorced, for 
whatever reason, can look forward to a 
lifetime of inquisition concerning a 
period of his life he longs to forget. 

Let me ask you something: when, 
while searching for a new minister for 
your congregation, a man sends you a 
resume tftat indicates that he is a di
vorcee, would that be a major factor in 
your decision to consider him as a viable 
candidate for the position? And if you 
were to go so far as to give him an au
dience, would his divorce constitute an 
automatic strike against him when a 
decision is made between him and an
other candidate? Do you realize what it's 
like to wonder if you have what it takes 
to counter-balance what has become to 
you a ball and chain? 

These are some of the things that 1 
go through when searching for a con
gregation to work with. I love God with 
all my heart. I have dedicated my life to 
the study and proclaiming of his word. 
I am the same person after my divorce 
as the one who before the divorce, de
cided that his life's work would be to 
serve the Lord full time. Six or seven 
years ago, people would say, "Terry, 
the Lord has given you the talent to 
preach, and it would be such a waste if 
you did anything else." Today the mes
sage I am receiving from many of my 
brethren is, "Terry, we still want you to 
pr~ach, it's j~s~ that with rour situation 
bemg what 1t IS • • • wei, what we're 
trying to say is that God has a place in 
mind that will be just right for you. just 
be patient. And please ... consider our 
position. We really do think that you 
should continue to preach •.. for some
one else." 

I love God. ~ love him so very much, 
and I want to preach for him. I could be 
a scientist but I don't want to be. I want 
to preach! Why won't you let me do 
that? I didn't want the divorce. God 
knows I would do anything within my 
power to undo what has been done. It's 
done and I'm sorry. I know God still 
wants me to preach, but will it be my 
"thorn in the flesh" to have to beg my 
brethren for the opportunity? I honest
ly would graciously accept that thorn if 
I thought that it was God who wanted 
me to have it. But I fear that it is not 
my Lord but my brethren who tell me, 
"That's a cross you'll have to bear." 

If you have been divorced and have 
spiritually survived the ordeal, I have 

(Continued on page 9) 

I remember vividly the time I decided 
that I wanted to preach. I was attending 
a state university majoring in marine 
biology. It was there that I began to 
recognize my desire and need to preach 
the gospel. While I've always maintained 
my love for science I could not consider 
any work so important as to preach, and 
I maintain those feelings to this day. I 
left that public university to earn my 
B.A. in Biblical Studies from a brother
hood Christian college. I was so con
fident that I had made the right choice 
about my life's work and I longed for the 
day that I would complete my degree 
and start working with a congregation 
of the Lord's church. 

I am thoroughly convinced that my 
decision to preach was one blessed by 
God and I am so thankful for the edu
cational stimulus I received at college. 
While I was there I met a young woman 
whom I later asked to be my wife. I was 
very much in love with her and grew in 
that love through the years that we were 
married. Unfortunately I was not always 
the kind of husband I should have been. 
Many times I took her for granted, and 
often my immaturity and irresponsibility 
caused friction where there should have 
been harmony. Before you become too 
critical, let me ask you this: Do you al
ways treat your mate as you ought to 
even after 20 years of learning? Are you 
always as mature and responsible as you 
should be? I doubt it. You see, we are all 
human, every one of us sinners in the 
sight of God. It just might be that the 
only difference between you and me is 
that your mate decided to stay with you 
and work out the problems. 

That the Bored May Believe ROBERT RUSSELL. 

For instance, I know of a couple in 
which the husband was caught com
mitting adultery. His wife forgave him, 
loved him, and stayed with him. While 
that was not my sin, I am divorced, he is 
not. Don't think for one moment that I 
consider my sins of being an incon
siderate, selfish husband as less than 
serious. They were obviously disastrous. 
What I am saying is that a person is 

I'm growing tired of going to church. 
I'm also growing tired of trying to pur
suade people to go to church. I don't 
want to be blamed for inflicting holy 
boredom upon sincere people. I'd much 
rather help a few people find true life 
and true happiness in Christ than to see 
the whole world go to church every 
Sunday. I'll take sincerity before religious 
observance any day. 

The sincere people may not be the 
ones who, on the surface, seem to be 
the committed faithful. The sincere peo
ple may be the first ones to fall away. 
They may choose to endure a life of sin
cere separation rather than endure the 
irony of association with people who 
are Christian in name only. They may 
choose to be genuinely insincere rather 
than become insincerely genuine. At 
least they have honestly chosen to be 
cold rather than lukewarm. 

People who leave the church have 
more character than those who visibly 
remain yet have left their hearts else
where. Jesus said, "These people honor 
me with their lips but their heart is far 
from me." Their lips talk love, but their 
hearts feel hatred. Their lips speak joy, 
yet their hearts feel gloom. Their lips 
proclaim salvation, Jet their hearts are 
filled with fear an uncertainty. What 

painful duty! What tedious monotony 
for the face to manufacture happiness 
while the heart is drugged with bore
dom. These people are not committed! 
They are obligated! 

I'll opt for a life of worldliness before 
I'll settle into a religious routine that 
will drain me of joy. However, there is 
no joy of the flesh that can hold one's 
attention like the ever-increasing hope 
one can find in the resurrection. Paul 
said that without the resurrection all we 
do is futile, vain, worthless, foolish and 
we are to be pitied. 

The resurrection is not merely a fact, 
it is life, and it is a way of life. Dead 
hearts cannot speak life. Dead lips can
not proclaim the resurrection, much less 
experience resurrected life. Listen! Be
lievers, we are not waiting for the resur
rection. It is here now! We were raised 
with Jesus in baptism. We shall be 
raised imperishable in the future. Let 
this good news break out during the 
Sunday morning assemblY, and see what 
happens. I doubt if we w1ll have to twist 
many arms to get people to attend! The 
new wine is being poured. Are there any 
new wine skins? 
1621 W. Lambert Rd., La Habra, CA 
90631 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Th.e Humiliation of Christ 
0. H. TABOR 

Everywhere in the Old and New Testaments, the Scriptures 
ring out the truth that the pre-existent Christ became flesh. 
When it is said, "The Word was made flesh" we can believe 
that in the eternal past Christ "was with God," indeed he 
"was (en) God." This was "before the world was." 

In all the references in the Old Testament where the second 
person in the Trinity is mentioned he is never referred to as 
Christ. Instead we have the names 11Son," 11jehovah," and 
11The Angel of Jehovah." Jehovah calls him his Son in Psalm 
2:7. Most passages refer to him as Jehovah. As "the Angel of 
Jehovah" he appeared to Hagar (Gen. 16:7-14). As such he 
appeared to Abraham and stayed his hand when he was about 
to slay his son (Gen. 22:11-18). As the 11Angel of God" he told 
Jacob he would prosper (Gen. 31 :11). To Moses, '1The Angel of 
Jehovah" appeared in a flame of fire out of the bush (Ex. 
3:2-5), and he is called 11God" in verse 5. As "the angel of 
God" he went before the Israelites as they were leaving Egypt 
(Ex. 14:19, 23:20, 32:34). 

He appeared to Israel several times and Paul said, "The 
Rock that followed them was Christ" (1 Cor. 10:4). He ap
peared also to Salaam (Num. 22:22-35); to Manoah Uudg. 
13:2-25); to David (1 Chron. 21:1-27; see 15, 18); to Elijah 
(1 Kings 19: 5-7). This is the One who emptied himself and 
came in the likeness of sinful men to rescue them from the 
awful fall. 

We have the birth narrative recorded in Matthew and 
Luke. They traced the conception and birth of the child, jesus, 
to the work of the Holy Spirit. Some 1900 years ago the Man 
Christ Jesus appeared in Palestine teaching, healing serving 
men. 

We have sung for ages the song, "Why Did My Saviour 
Come to Earth?" The question still remains and we still ask, 
"Why did he come?" There may be a number of reasons why 
God became man and we can name and consider only a few 
at this time. He became man to fulfill or confirm the promises 
-the promises God had made to the fathers and to mani
fest his mercy and love to the Gentiles who were afar off and 
without hope (Rom. 15:8-9). God promised Abraham that 
11 in thee and thy seed all nations shall be blessed" (Gen. 12: 
3), and Paul said, the "seed was Chrisf' (Gal. 3:16). Isaiah 
prophesied, "Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel" (lsa. 7:14). 

Christ became a man to show us the Father. The Old 
Testament revealed God as Creator and Governor, but Christ 
came to show us the Father. 

John says, 11NO man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, hath de
clared him" (John 1-18). Again, 11jesus said unto him, Have I 
been so long with you, and dost thou not know me, Phillip? 
he that has seen me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9). G. C. 
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Morgan says concerning this revelation of the fatherhood of 
God: "This manifestation wins the submission of the reason; 
appeals to the love of the heart; demands the surrender of 
the will." 

He was made flesh to go to Calvary that he might put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself (Heb. 9:26). This is the purpose 
of all purposes for the incarnation of Jesus Christ. He came 
to 11give his life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). 11He was 
made a little lower than the angels, even jesus, because of the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, that by the 
grace of God he should taste death for every man" (Heb. 2:9). 
John says, 11We know he was manifested to take away our 
sins" (1 John 3:5). Thus Christ was the 11Lamb of God that 
taketh away (ho airon) the sin of the world" Uohn 1 :29, 35). 

The humiliation of Christ was to destroy the works of the 
devil (1 John 3:8). "Since the children have flesh and blood, 
he too shared in humanity so that by his death he might 
destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, the 
devil-and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by their fear of death . . . for this reason he was made like 
his brothers in every way" (Heb. 2:14, 15, 17). 

Wescott, in his comments on the Epistles of John, page 
107, says the "works of the devil" are gathered up in "sin" 
which is their spring. This the devil has wrought in men and 
in the world, and men make his work their own. These works 
under different aspects are spoken of as "works of darkness" 
(Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:11) and "of the flesh" (Gal. 5:19). They 
stand opposed to the 11the works of God" (John 9:3) and "the 
works of Christ" (Matt. 11 :2). 

We only have space to mention one more reason for the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ. That is, to give us an example of 
a holy life. This purpose is implied in many references though 
not stated in so many words. He says, "Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Matt. 11 :29). He says, "Ye 
ought to walk in him" (1 John 2:6); "ye should follow in his 
steps" (1 Peter 2:21). The unsaved the Bible says, believe and 
live; to the saved, follow in his steps, and this order is never 
reversed. Jesus said to his disciples, 11The son of man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests 
and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised again." Then he said to them all: "If any
one would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it and whoever loses his life for me shall save it" 
(luke 9:22-24). In all these instructions jesus is telling his 
people to live the life of holiness depending upon what was 
done on Calvary by the Son of God and the work of the Holy 
spirit. 

415 Terrace Circle, Lamesa, TX 79331 
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Close with the Good Word ELMER PROUT 

We have all seen it happen. A preach
er warms to his subject. Forgets the 
clock. Comes to the sudden realization 
that he is out of time. His good inten
tions of leaving one third of the sermon 
for practical application are gone. But 
rather than miss the chance the preach
er strings the admonitions together: be 
kind, hold your temper, watch your 
tongue. 

Time runs out. The sermon is over. 
The specifics hang there rather like a 
string of beads-side by side but with 
no organic relationship. "Well," sar,s the 
preacher, "at least I got it said ... ' 

For a moment it appears that some
thing like that will happen in the book 
of Hebrews. The author uses 9Y2 chap
ters to develop the theme of the great
ness of Christ. Jesus is the final Word of 
God. He is exalted above angels, Moses, 
Aaron and all the priests of the old 
covenant era. He is the perfect, once-for
all sacrifice. Seated at the right hand of 
the Father, Jesus always lives to inter
cede for those who come to God 
through him. 

But at Hebrews 10:23 it almost seems 
that the writer awakes to realize that 
he is almost out of time and space. At 
that point the letter has few, if any, prac
tical commands. Christ has been pic
tured in glowing language. But what 
about the effect of faith in Christ? What 
daily, down-to-earth actions result when 
a person begins to live with Jesus Christ 
as his High Priest? The practical issues 
have not been specifically presented. 

In a burst of ethical energy the com
mands are given, the applications are 
stated. Between Hebrews 10:24 and 
13:19 we find no less than 43 admoni
tions. They range from "forsake not the 
assemblying" to "show hospitality to 
strangers" to "stay free from the love of 
money" to "pray for us." 

As if fired from a machine gun the 
commands and admonitions fly at the 
believers. The list is impressive and in
clusive. Furthermore, if we take it with 
the seriousness it deserves, this list can 
leave us absolutely breathless, if not 
completely frustrated. 

It doesn't take a great effort to list 43 
"do it" or "don't do it" commands. Any 
preacher with breath control can read 
all of them off in about one minute. The 
question about these commands is not 
how to get them written or said. It is how 
to get them actively into life. 

Every believer in Christ wants to do 
all the commands in Hebrews. We really 
do! We read "be content" and we want 
to do just that! None of us wants to be 
discontented. We read "keep marriage 
pure and honorable." We agree! No be
liever deliberately sets out to make his 
marriage impure and dishonorable. 

No. There is no trouble to read, speak 
or hear these commands. It is no prob
lem to approve their content. But do we 
close the book and sermon with a burst 
of commands, or is there another word? 
Did the author of Hebrews run short of 

gospel and turn to command in order 
to close his book on a balanced note? 
Did he want to be sure that no one got 
the impression that there are no com
mands in the new covenant? 

Is there a word which provides a new 
covenant setting in which the admoni
tions can take root and grow? The best 
seed in the world will not produce 
plants or food unless it has soil to grow 
in and a climate that encourages growth. 
It is the same with the seed of the king
dom. Commands there are-no one can 
read the book of Hebrews, much less 
Paul's letters and the teachings of Jesus, 
and conclude that there are no ethical 
demands in the new covenant. The 
presence of commands is not in doubt
it is the atmosphere in which those com
mands can produce growth that we often 
neglect. Sermons, classes, conversations 
hurry to their close in a flurry of ex
hortations isolated from their gospel soil. 
The results are spiritual frustration lead
ing to prideful pretension or discourage
ment. 

Not so for the book of Hebrews. 
There is the good word-the benedic
tion of Hebrews 13:20, 21. It is not 
merely a traditional method for closing 
a letter. Carefully, deliberately the writer 
gathers up command, power and prom
ise in that uniquely new covenant way 
that holds grace and command in re
demptive tension. 

"For doing his will" Believers are 
not called to passive observation. The 
life of faith is not a do-nothing day
dream. It is the nature of God's creative 
action to bring noun and verb together 
in meaningful life action. So, for exam
ple, apple trees bear apples; cows give 
milk; chickens lay eggs; the sun shines. 

In the same way, God's creative inten~ 
tion for his children brings new person 
and new action together "for doing his 
will." Believers must allow these words 
to strike deep. This is not a ritual doing. 
It is not something that can be· taken 
care of with a ceremony or two on Sun
day and Wednesday. God has called us 
to personal, practical every-day action. 
Our doing is in response to his calling
actually, it is God's call that activates 
the believer's work. 

"Equip you with everything good for 
doing his will" The attempt to repair a 
car is a frustration to the person who 
does not have the proper equipment. But 
for the person with the tools a car prob
lem is an enjoyable challenge. 

We look seriously at the 43 items in 
the closing chapters of Hebrews. We feel 
the intensity of the demands. If we then 
attempt to do these things with our 
natural human talents we will fail. No 
person has the mental, spiritual and 
volitional equipment to be good or to 
do good on his own. None of us wants 
to make that confession but it is a basic 
presupposition of biblical ethics. Not 
since Adam has any one except Jesus 
Christ had what it takes to do God's will. 

The good news is that God not only 

gives the commands, he also provides 
the equipment for doing those com
mands. Beyond that, the text also assures 
us that "he works in us what is pleasing 
to him, through jesus Christ." No be
liever can ever say "I don't have what 
it takes to do the will of God"-God has 
provided every thing we can ever need 
to do his will. 

But there is even more in this good 
word with which the book of Hebrews 
closes. God is so intent to make it pos
sible for us to do his will that he has 
guaranteed the place and the atmo
sphere where his will can be done. So 
we read: 

"May the God of peace." It is one 
thing to have the necessary equipment. 
It is quite another to have the right 
setting in which to use it. Without peace 
and calmness even the best tools are 
useless. 

If we are going to work for the glory 
of God we must be at peace. with nim. 
The presentation of God's gift of peace 
through Jesus Christ our High Priest is 
the burden of the first nine and a half 
chapters of the book of Hebrews. God 
has spared no expense-including the 
sacrifice of his Son-to get ready for us 
to do his will. The intention of God's 
gift of peace through Christ is our ac
tivity in goodness for the divine glory. 

"Brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus" The victory city in which we have 
the peace to work for God is Resurrec
tion City. Here we have peace which is 
based on the Lord's defeat of "him who 
holds the power of death-that is, the 
devil." We work for God in the sure 
knowledge that "in the Lord our labor 
is not in vain." 

The guarantee: "through the blood of 
the eternal covenant" With a pen dipped 
in the life of God in Christ the covenant 
has been signed. There is no 'if' or 'per
haps' about it. God is eternally com
mitted. We do the will of God, not to 
try to get into a covenant relationship 
with him, but because he has already 
brought us into the new covenant. It is 
God who 'puts his laws in our minds 
and writes them on our hearts.' 

The covenant is eternal. "From ever
lasting to everlasting thou art God." The 
covenant which comes from the heart 
and will of God stretches beyond all our 
imagination, beyond the horizons of 
any numanly co'!ceived past or futur':. It 
is also eternal m the sense of bemg 
part of the 'now day of salvation.' That 
1s, God makes covenant with each be
liever in the twentieth century as surely 
as he did with Abraham, Paul and the 
other people who lived in 'Bible times.' 
God IS the God of covenant. He speaks 
to our present need of covenant as he 
has always spoken. 

The 'good word' which closes the 
book of Hebrews keeps the commands 
in a living context. But as we look at the 
text we see that the 'good word' is not 
only for closing. The benediction turns 
out to be the door which opens into 
the life of service for God. 

1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 
95678 
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Jvf.ore Than Conquerors 

Ablaze with the ministry of the gospel 
of the world, the apostle Paul reflected 
on the overwhelming goodness of God: 
"What then shall we say to these things? 
If God is for us, who IS against us? He 
that spared· not his own Son, but de
livered him up for us all, how shall he 
not also with him freely give us all 
things? Who shall lay anyttling to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth; who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ jesus that died, yea, rather, 
that was raised from the dead, who is at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribula
tion, or anguish, or persecution, or fam
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Even as it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
these things we are more than con
querors through him that loved us. For 
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our lord" (Rom. 8:31-39). 
Indeed, the children of God are always 
more than conquerors! 

Through the Father 
God loves us with a supernatural love 

(John 3:16, 17). We shall never be able 
to return it. All the religions of the world 
at large, depict man in search of God; 
but Christianity alone pictures God in 
search of man! God is love, and he that 
loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is 
love (1 John 4:8). By the love of the 
Father salvation has been offered unto 
all men. The lord takes no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked. jesus came into 
this world not because of his own will, 
but because of the love and the will of 
the Father. He proceeded from the 
Father, " ... for I came forth and am 
come from God; for neither have I come 
of myself, but he sent me" (John 8:42). 
To know the Son is to know the Father 
(John 14:7). 

How many unhappy lives today are 
being lived outside a love for and a 
knowledge of our heavenly Father! God 
is revealed to us through the Son (1 John 
1 :1, 2). He that hath the Son, hath also 
the Father; and he that denieth the Son 
denieth also the Father. Consequently, 
we are led to understand that God and 
the Son are one; and are yet distinctly 
two persons and two personalities. To 
love the Son is to love the Father. To 
refuse the Son is to refuse and reject the 
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Father. Is it any wonder that jesus la
ments in that marvelous prayer, "0 
righteous Father, the world knew thee 
not!" And he continues, " ... and these 
knew that thou didst send me; and I 
made known unto them thy name, and 
will make it known; that the love where
with thou Jovest me may be in them, 
and I In them" (John 17:25, ;26). 

Surely we are more than conquerors 
through the Father! 

Through the Son 
Mankind, redeemed, need not fear if 

Christ has been taken into the heart, 
verily, the life itself. Because of sin, re
pentance is toward God, the one of
fended due to sin, and toward Christ 
who Is our redeemer, who paid the 
glaring price of transgression (Acts 10: 
21). In Christ Jesus we have all things 
(1 Cor. 3:21-23). Through him we have 
been delivered from the powers of dark
ness and translated into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son (Col. 1 :13). We wear his 
blessed name (Acts 11 :26; 1 Peter 4:16; 
et al.). He is our high priest who has 
ascended into the Holy of Holies and 
pleads at this time our case before the 
Father (1 Peter 2:5). We are made ac
ceptable, not on our own, but through 
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1 :5-7). He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). 
We are more than conquerors through 
Christ! 

Through the Spirit 
Jesus said of the coming of the prom

ised Spirit, "But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
bear witness of me" (John 14:26). We 
are more than conquerors because of 
the role in our salvation provided ·by and 
through the Spirit. He is the Paraclete, 
the Helper, the divine presence by and 
through the word and his agency in our 
lives. He has through the word borne 
witness of the Father and the Son; in the 
fives of unnumbered Christians. He pro
duces the fruits of the Spirit in our physi
cal lives as we let him influence us (Gal. 
5:22-23). "And they that are of Christ 
jesus have crucified the flesh with the 
passions and the lusts thereof. If we live 
by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also 
walk" (vs. 24-25). 

If any man have not the Spirit, "he is 
none of his" (Rom. 8:9). The Helper 
sustains us and assists us in our weak
ness and in our life of holy petition: 
"And in like manner the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmity: for we know not 
how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit 
himself maketh groanings which cannot 

be uttered; and he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession 
for the saints accordin~ to the will of 
God" (8:26, 27). lenksKJ has so fittingly 
remarked, "The Spirit is here presented 
in his work as the Paraclete (John 14:16) 
who is called to our side to aid us 
(italics mine, SES). Paul says, 'He lays 
hold helpfully on our weakness, sun, 
alon~ with us he takes hold of the bur
den m order to help us, anti, facing us, 
as if two men were carrying a log, one at 
each end.' Each preposition adds some
thing to the picture ... 'Our weakness' 
is pfain from v. 18-25; we do not suffer 
and wait as we should. Some define the 
weakness on the basis of the following 
and make it weakness in praying for 
eternal blessedness. But prayer is the 
general means of obtaining help in all 
our needs and is introduced here for this 
very reason. The trouble is not only our 
weakness but also our inability to use 
our great means for obtaining strength 
as we should. By taking hola with us 
(sun) over against us (anti) the Paraclete 
helps us indeed." (R. C. H. lenski, The 
Interpretation of St. Paul to the Romans, 
Columbus, Oho: The Wartburg Press, 
1945, p. 545). 

Through ,the Word 
God cannot, lie (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18). 

He watches over his word to perform it 
(Jer. 1 :12); he urged that men compare 
his word with the false prophets in the 
days of the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 23:28). 
His word would always accomplish that 
whereunto he has sent it (lsa. 55:11). It 
shall never return void (Idem.). jesus said 
that heaven and earth would pass away, 
but his words would never pass away 
(Matt. 24:35). 

Man is brought to repentance through 
the beckoning and wooing power of the 
word. Paul said, "Or despisest thou the 
riches of his goodness and forbearance 
and longsuffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to re
pentance" (Rom. 2:4). It was the word 
that was preached on Pentecost by the 
apostles (Acts 2). It is the promise of the 
word that we shall be raised from the 
dead (John 5:28, 29). Through the word, 
one brings to a candid test all teachers 
who put forth their doctrines and claims 
(1 John 4:1; 2 john 9-11). The Bereans 
"were more noble" than those in Thes
salonica, "in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, examining 
the scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so" (Acts 17:11). And it is by ttle 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The New Testament Church (4) 

CORINTH: The Problem Church (2) 
The church at Corinth was one of the 

triumphs of Paul's life. The largest city 
in Greece, Corinth was rich, strong, and 
famous. Sadly, It was also incredibly 
corrupt, Its very name being an infamous 
synonym for Immorality. Unfortunately, 
the faults of the city invaded the Chris
tian community and it was ever In peril 
of faction, loose Jiving, . civil litigation, 
and false philosophy. 

In Part 1, two particular church prob
lems were focused on: snobbery and 
sectarianism, both of which It was em
phasized, must be ruthlessly exorcised 
from the church today. 

----------------------
MORE THAN CONQUERORS 

(Continued from page 6) 
word of God that we shall receive our 
eternal sentence. 

"And I (wrote John) saw a great white 
throne, and him that sat upon it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, the great 
and the small, standing before the 
throne; and books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which Is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged 
out of the things which were written In 
the books, according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead that were in it; 
and death and Hades gave up the dead 
that were In them: and they were judged 
every man according to th.elr worl(s. And 
death and Hades were cast Into the lake 
of fire. This Is the second death, even 
the lake of fire. And If any was not found 
written in the book of life, he wa!i cast 
Into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:11-15). 

It Is significant that we need not be 
In anxiety as to knowing where we shall 
spend eternity, for the word of God 
speaks ever so clearly. Jesus told the 
Jews to return to the Scriptures, the Old 
Testament, and the same should be said 
to us today from both Testaments (Rom. 
15:1). If it were not for the word, we 
could not know whether we are saved 
or lost. If it were not for the word, we 
should walk without direction (Ps. 
119:105). And without It, we could have 
no hope beyond the chilly stream of 
death. God be thanked for his provi
dence: through the Father, through the 
Son, through the Spirit, and through the 
word! And owing to its truth, we are 
eternally more than conquerors! 

JERRY HARVILL 

False Tolerance 
But there were other serious prob

lems. Corinth's pseudo-sophistication 
fostered not only snobbery but also a 
dangerous false tolerance toward sin (1 
Cor. 5). Even if, as some expositors 
argue, the incest Paul condemns is of a 
"~egal" type (i.e. a son cohabiting with 
hts stepmother), the fact remains that the 
relationship which was being tolerated 
by the Corinthian congregation was "of 
a kind that (wa$) not founCI even among 
pagans'' (1 Cor. 5:1). Instead of com
munity discipline or at the very least 
corporate embarrassment and sorrow, 
Corinth was so "sophisticated" it was 
actually "puffed up" over its policy of 
ethical indifference. In place of appro
priate Christian mournmg, the Corin
thian church had false pride and conceit 
Cv. 2). 

Such false tolerance can reappear in 
the church today. Christian tolerance, of 
course, is a necessary element for liberty 
In Christ (e.g. Rom. 14:1-4). However, it 
is not Christian tolerance which harbors 
that which disgrcu;:es Christ. It Is treason. 
When the preservation of an image of 
sophistication becomes more vital to the 
church than humble submission to the 
lordship of Jesus and sharing his ~b
horence of fiin, then we have lost our 
claim to discipleship, and have restored 
a mut(lnt form of the New Testament 
church. 

Prea(:ht!r Hapg .. l)ps 
Corinth had a bad case of "preacher

itis" (1 Cor. 3), They wanted to make 
celebrities of their favorite preachers. 
Worse than that, they jealously argued 
over which celebrity was the greatest 
(3:3). And they were fiercely loyal in 
dec;laring, "J belong to Paul," "I belong 
to Apollos" (3:4). Preachers got in the 
way of Christ at Corinth. 

On the other hand, the spiteful ex
clusiveness at Corinth led them to in
timidate and abuse preachers they did 
not like. There was a vocal anti-Paul 
element which could not find enough 
bad things to say about the apostle (see 
1 Cor. 9; 2 Cor. 1 0:1-6; 11 :1-6). Paul 
was so aware of their potential hos
tility that he demanded they treat Timo
thy differently, neither intimidating nor 
despising him (1 Cor. 16:10, 11). Paul 
would not have written that unless such 
behavior were characteristic of them. 
Furthermore, the detailed exhortations to 

cooperate with visiting preachers (1 Cor. 
16:15-18) are best explained as correc
tives against this spiteful exclusiveness 
and favoritism at Corinth. It appears that 
at Corinth if a preacher were "in" he 
could do no wrong; if we were "out," 
he could do nothing right. Not truth, but 
J>ersonalities, were the premiums at 
Corinth. 

The plain truth is, it was immaturity 
and carnal-mindedness which produced 
the _preacher hang-ups in ancient Corinth 
(1 Cor. 3:1-3), and it is the same carnal
mindedness which reproduces them 
today. No preacher is as bad as his 
enemies clatm, nor is any preacher as 
good as his friends boast. We foster only 
ambition, competitiveness, and jealousy 
when we spotlight personalities and 
make them celebrities. And the church 
which encourages such rivalry through 
favoritism will not be guiltless at the 
judgment. 

We all need a heavy dose of Paul's 
down-to-earth realism so as to see 
"celebrities" for what they really are: 
"servants" (1 Cor. 3:5), who, on their 
own, are "nothing" (3:7). Achievement 
and growth are the work of God (3:7). 
There are no "stars" in the brotherhood, 
only the Morning Star to whom all the 
credit should be paid (1 Cor. 1 :28-31). 

Conclusion 
It is not too much to say the Corin

thian church was Paul's recurring head
ache. Their problems were many and 
serious. Still, in spite of all their imma
turity and carnal-mindedness Paul saw 
them as gifted brethren (1 Cor. 1 :4-9) 
whom Christ had called to be saints 
(1 :2), and in whom the Apostle had 
confidence and trust (2 Cor. 7:16). Paul 
did more than talk "grace"; he prac
ticed it, even toward the ungracious! 

The Corinthian church reminds us of 
our own humanness, and dispels the no
tion that brotherhood problems are a 
modern curse. Brethren were flawed 
then, as now, and our struggles to over
come snobbery, sectarianism, false tol
erance, and preacher hang-ups, are of 
one piece with theirs. God is still at work 
among his saints, and it is to him we 
must look for our growth (1 Cor. 3:7-9) 
knowing he will sustain us to the end 
(1 Cor. 1 :8-9). 
3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 
40514 
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Matthew) Mar-k) 
Luke,andjohn 

ar-e tr-aining for relationship. 

Acts is what happens 
when Chr-istians 
are trained for· relationship. 

Isn't it about time 
we got back to our training? 

T he outstanding new film series with Landon Saunders, 
The Heart of the Fighter, 

is training for courageous relationships in a dangerous world. 

I t goes to the Heart of our lives. 
Relationships a re the source of t i.e 
greatest hu ma n pain. To fail to know 
how to ha ndle the pain is to be forced 
to g ive up on the people you love and 
on yourself. It's time to make our 
relatio nships joyfu l and exciting. 

THEHEARTQf 

Training Christians to have joyful 
relationships through a one-two
three-punch approach 

The Hearl of lilt• Fighter is a training 
program for Ch r i tia ns, which fi ts into 
the edu cationa l program or a local 
congregation. 
One: Twelve Films 

Id eally, the e nt ire congregatio n 

I t goes to the Heart of his life. 
.J esus trained h is d isciples to fi ght fo r 
people. He t rained them to go beyond 
social re lationships to red e mptive rela

THE f J GHTER wou ld view each film _du r ing th ~ mid -
week or Sunday cvcnmg gathenng. 

tionships. The Hearl of the Fighter is about retu rnmg lO 

his approach fo r livingjoyfu lli ves no mauer what. 
Relationships are the ke}' to the greatest human 
adventure. It's time for thatadvemurc to begin again . 

It goes to the Heart of the problem. People are 
going to church , going through th e motions but 
missing the training in large number . \Ve got the 
belief yste m but we didn't always get the life. As a 
resu lt when we contact the real wor ld , we wash ou t. It 's 
time to build our lives on the rock of the great com
mandments. 

Landon Saunders brings vit al ex perience LO th is film 
series from his very e!Tective work in bu il cli11g relationships 
to people in the marketplace through his work with 
HPnri/Jral. 

Landon's work with Hear/beat is a part of Herald of' Truth 
Radio and Television. 
Act now for your free information packet on the H eart of the 
Fighter ... complete and return coupon below ! 

The Heart of the Fighter • 7540 LBJ Freeway. Ste. 721i • 
Dallas, TX 7525 1 • 2 14-385-0562 

Det~ r Landon, Please send me a total information packet 011 
Tht• /lear/ of the Fighte1: 

Con~-:rcg.uiun (l' lt:,,c l'rim) Concatl Pc1 ~un 

Acldrc<s 

City SllllC Zip l'hOIIl' B 
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" I am really impressed with the technical quality of 
the films, but I'm more impressed and touched by the 
content in the message . \Vc've been needing thi for 
a long time~· Educational Miuister 
Broadwa)' Church of Cluist, Lubbocli, Trxa~ 
Two: Twelve Teaching Letters 

In addi tion LO the films, an innovative a nd appeal ing 
printed piece is provided with each fi lm in the form 
of a letter from La ndon Sau nders. They integrate the 
personal with the Biblica l, preparing viewers to get the 
most o ut or each film and d iscussion expe rie nce. 

"We lik·e the response or the peop le to the message. 
The letter and the Key Biblical Conce pts heet add a 
new dimension that some fi lm series do no t have:• 
Educational J\1 inister 
Golf Course Road Clnnch ofCh1·isl, Midlaud, Texas 
Three: Twelve Classroom Interactions 

Class or small grot•p discussions based o n the 
material are suggested. 

These critical interactions arc based on the film , the 
letters and the group Key Bi blical Concepts, as well as 
the pccia l mate rials provided ror the group leader in 
the Leader's Planning Gu ide. 

The Leader· Plannin g Guide is a manual that \\'ill 
help expla in how to get the maximum im pact from the 
t raining program with your congregation . 

'The Heart of' the fighter is a refreshing and stimu
lating restatement of o ld truths ... a Biblical approach 
combining up-to-date techn iques with exper ime ntal 
l earn ing~' Elder Lahe Highland~ Ch llrch of Christ, 
Dallas, Texas 
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WHERE DO I GO FROM HEREl 
(Continued from page 3) 

a word of encouragement for you. If 
you have never been divorced but know 
someone who has, I have a word of in
struction for you. 

To the divorced I say: You have a 
very special ministry to those individuals 
going through now what you did then. 
You know tile pain and the anguish, the 
loneliness and the despair that one suf
fers during and after a divorce. Only you 
can appreciate the kind of spiritual forti
tude that is essential in order to ride out 
the storm of a failure in your marriage. 
You are to be commended, in spite of 
your sins, for hanging on to Christ 
throu~h it all. Be aware that many, many 
Christians have gone down for the third 
time while their 11faithful" brethren 
have stood by and watched, convinced 
that "he who makes his bed must lie In 
it." What you tiave to offer in experience 
and encouragement may make the dif
ference between spiritual (and possibly 
physical) life and death for many. You 
probably know how important you are. 

To those who have never been di
vorced I say: Look at your divorced 
brothers and sisters. While you might 
be aware of the various sins that were 
at the root of the divorces, are you aware 
of the physical, emotional and spiritual 
nightmares that they have endured? Do 
you realize how worthless and "un
Christian" a person can be made to feel 
during the divorce ordeal? Do you 
realize how much spiritual strength they 
have exhibited by continuing faithfully 
in Christ, many times in SP.ite of their 
brethren? Look at your brother. He has 
survived! He really knows Jesus as 11The 
Bridge Over Troubled Waters" in the 
truest sense of the word. And in spite of 
his proven spiritual strength, in spite of 
surviving a potentially devastating gaunt
let, there are still those brethren wtlo will 
gather to debate whether or not it would 
oe expedient to allow him to wait on the 
Lord's table, must less fill a pu(plt. 

I have not written this to defend myself. 
There is no defense for my sins or yours: 
but there is atonement and tliat is 

Au.-. C/,illi.tn Undergraduate 
C I / [D t 6 Graduate 
Jchoo o 1\etigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .• B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 
Full Schollnhipl Availablo For Full Ttmo Srudenll on Main Campen. 

01 Approved. Off Campus Program• Av••lablo 

Call CoDecl for Dr. Rell A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

11020 Allantl Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5,1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5,1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. :38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

through Christ. Your divorced brothers 
and sisters are still valuable and they 
want you to know that. Won't you allow 
them to show that their experience in 

this matter can be part of the solution, 
rather than as you may expect, a con
tinuing part of the problem? 
3565 Frontage Rd., Reedsport, OR 97467 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
lYEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1P01 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

~ Great Lakes Christian College 
~ P.O. Box 399 (Beamsvllle) 

Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 80 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year language, culture and Oible training program to prepare 
young merr ond women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

- Elementary Ul~rainion 
- Introduction to Ul~rainian 

Literature 
- Ul~rainian Civilization 

Contact 

J. Riel~ Pinczul~. Director 
Great Lal~es Christian College 

Dept. of Slavic Languages 
P. O.Dox 399, Oeamsville 

Ontario, Conado LOR 1 0 0 
Phone (416) 563-7641 or(416) 563-5374 
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Harvey Childress, first president of York College, received the honor of President 
Emeritus from Gary Bartholomew, who congratulated Sue Childers for the support 
she provided in the early days of the college. 

Carroll Osburn of the Harding Graduate School in Memphis, Tennessee, con
:!ucted an exegesis forum each day. This forum will be an annual recurrence at York 
~ectureships. 

Over 600 attended the fellowship dinner held on Tuesday evening in the gym
nasium on the York campus. 
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Highlights From York 
York College's Lectureship April10-13 proved t 

be more than a discussion of a coined phras 
when speakers addressed th e theme topic " In Go 
We Trust." 

One of the best attended York Lectureships c 
recent years, the 1983 program drew more out-o1 
town and out-of-state guests than in the four pre 
vious years. 

According to York College President Gary ~ 
Bartholomew, the 1983 Lectureship marked " .. 
the beginning of a new era of practical lessons o 
timely topics from which every Christian coul• 
benefit." 

Bible Division Chairman Vernon Ray directer 
the lectureship, assembling an outstanding slat• 
of speakers, which included keynoters Neal• 
Pryor of Searcy Ark., Rubel Shelly of Nashville 
Tenn. and Reuel Lemmons of Austin, Tex. 

"Vernon organized a tremendous program tr 
set the tone for our new lectureship objective, 
Bartholomew said. "We want our Lectureship tc 
address contemporary issues and problems affect 
ing each Christian, and we want such addresse 
made by competent Bible scholars who are know1 
for the fruits of their lives." 

"The speakers could not have been excelled ir 
the way they treated their topics in a scholar!• 
way, yet personalized and made practical to th• 
point of drawing tears on several occasions," Bar 
tholomew noted. "Listeners were moved, visibl) 
It easily ranks as one of the finest quality Lecture 
sh ips we have ever had." 

Speaking to a ladies' group, Mrs. Helen Youn: 
of Malibu, Calif., said, "This is one of the mos 

Vernon Ray, head of the Bible 
Department, directed the lectur
ship. 

Helen Yo 
ladies' group 
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ollege 1983 Lectureship 
outstanding programs I've ~ver been associated 
with. There were no weak slots on the agenda. I, 
personally, have been encouraged by what I've 
heard and impressed by what I've seen at this 
l ectureship. It was beyond my expectations." 

A new feature of the '83 program was the first 
annua l Exegesis Forum, conducted this year by 
Dr. Carroll Osburn of the Harding Graduate School 
of Religion in Memphis, Tenn. Osburn's sessions 
dealt with the problems of evil, the moral issue of 
suffering for the faith and the natural issue of 
physical calami ty. 

Norvel Young of Mal ibu, Calif., was the featured 
speaker at the annual fellowship dinner, attended 
by more than 600 Tuesday. 

In a special presentation at th e fe llowship d inner 
Dr. Dale R. l arsen, chancellor and former presi
dent of York College, paid tribute to Harvey and 
Sue Childress of Richardson, Tex. Childress, who 
served as the school's first president from 1955 
to 1957, was officially recognized as president 
emeritus. 

"York College is playing a growing, vital role in 
service to the brotherhood in the North Central 
States," Ray said. "This year's lecturesh ip was an 
excellent example of what we are trying to do. We 
hope that service wi ll continue to be increased as 
the church continues to grow in this part of the 
country." 

York College, which has grown by more than 50 
percent in the last four yea rs, has received a $175,-
000 challenge gift from an anonymous foundation 
toward the construction of a Center for Biblical 
and Family Studies building. The co ll ege is seek
ing a naming gift for that structure. 

spoke daily to Rubel Shelly delivered one of 
the main lectures, "Trusting God's 
Word." 

M. Norvel Young, chancellor of Pepperdine University, Malibu, California, was 
the speaker at the fellowship dinner. 

Hostesses from the songfest which performed on Monday night, fo llowing the 
lectures, entertained lctureship visitors. 

Interested students and visitors gave rapt attention to speakers of a wide variety 
of themes. 
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FOUNDATION SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
SET FOR JUNE 6-17 

Each June the Foundation School of 
Church Music is conducted at Hensel 
Memorial Youth Camp, near Austin, 
Texas. Sponsored jointly by the West
over Hills church in Austin and the 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, the 
two-week intensive training course has 
prepared about 150 men each year for 
service in the churches of about 20 
states. This year's reservations already 
list men from Washington and Florida 
and New York and California. 

Conducted by Ho lland Boring, Sr., and 
staffed by five other great singers and 
song leaders, Holland Boring, Jr., Tom 
Chapin, Bob Cannel, Ceci l Price and 
Paul Epps, the school provides lead -
ship training in all phases of church 
work, and thoroughly covers the entire 
field of church music. 

The spacious Hensel Memorial Camp 
furnishes a perfect setting for study and 
self-discipline, as it is situated in the 
middle of a very large ranch. Students 
range in age from 12 to 75. It is not a 
fun camp; it is a work workshop in 
which the entire spectrum of church 
music is explored. For information con
cerning this year's camp write Founda
tion School of Church Music, Box 610, 
Austin, TX 78756 or call 512-452-7651. 

LAKE GENEVA ENCAMPMENT 
This year's Lake Geneva Family En

campment promises to be another great 
week of spiritual enrichment and fel
lowship. The dates are August 15-18 at 
the George Williams C0llege on Lake 
Geneva in Williams Bay, Wisconsin. The 
speakers this year will include Tony Ash, 
Bob Hendren, John Flowers, and Gerald 
Turner. The Lake Geneva area is the 
great resort area for Chicago, one hour 
away. For information write Ken Chaffin, 
90 Elkton Ct., Lafayette, IN 47905. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN M~ntstry works w•th l a•thful congregations or the 
churches ot Crmst whose members on m•l•tary •nstallattons 
wotfdw~ a re wa•tu'lg to netg your lo~ted ones - as they hi"' 
helped w tl h the spu•tual and phys•ca l needs of thousancu o l 
others dur•no t he past ltve years ThtS ser~tce ts ftet! 

Sena " • me. complete Jiddrus. phone a nd m tht ary •nSia Uau o n, 
and scwt tuat cond• t•on, II known along wtth your name and ad· 
dress to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
West Monroe. Louisiana 71291 

Amerie&D Military Evangel.i.ziDIJ NatloDI 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
CAMBRIDGE, OHIO 

invites you to a special homecoming on its 
70th anniversary~ May 22, 1983 

9 :45 am "THEY BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH" 
-Joe Neff, minister (1973-1980) 

10:30 am "THE CHRISTIAN'S WELCOME HOME" 
-Dana Slingluff, minister (1980-present) 

12 :30 am Potluck dinner and reunion at the Centrum, 
910 Steubenville Ave. 

2 :30 pm "PRECIOUS MEMORIES" 
-Walter Bankes, minister (1942-1944) 

"THE ROLE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH" 
-Bill Craddock, minister (1959-1963) 

6 :30 pm "WE'LL WORK 'TILL JESUS COMES" 
-Bill Hopkins, minister (1963-65) 

Please come and· share this reunion celebration together with us. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Nortlt lOth & Clairmont 

Cambridge, Ohio 

EARN 123/4°/o TO 13°/o 
ON YOUR INVESTMENT! 

The 1981 Bond Series pays 12%% on 1990 and 13% on 
bonds maturing in 1992-1994. 

Christian Care Centers, Inc. (Formerly Home For The Aged) 
operates three units: Christian Care Center, Mesquite, Texas; 
Hilltop Haven, Gunter, Texas; Lakewood Village, Fort Worth, 
Texas, and is under the oversight of the elders of the Highland 
Oaks Church of Christ in Dallas, Texas, (Formerly Garland 
Road Church of Christ). 
REGISTERED IN ANY TOTAL FACE AMOUNT IN MULTIPLES OF $500. 

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell nor a sollcilallon to buy any of these bonds. 
The oHerlng Is made only by the Prospectus. 

WRITE OR CALL VIRGIL BENTLEY 
Christian Care Centers, Inc. 
Box 28908 
Dallas, Texas 75228- Phone (214) 343-0756 

---lllllllll!rl~ 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN .#501 PLAN .#502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN .#503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARA·NTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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CAMBRI DGE CHURCH OF CHRIST TO 
CELEBRATE 70th ANNIVERSARY 

The church of Chri st N. 1Oth and Clair
mont in Cambridge, Ohio, w ill celebrate 
its 70th anniversary as a congregatio n 
with a special homecoming to be held 
May 22. . . 

The congregation w as established an 
1913 when eight members began meet
ing in the I.O.O.F. building. The first 
members were Mr. and Mrs. A. L. W har
ton, Mr. and Mrs. I. M. Pryor, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Pryor, Mr. Botkins and M rs. 
Delany. 

In 1915, the membership of the Win
terset Church of Christ united with t he 
Cambridge members and in 1927 the 
church purc[lased the facilities of the St. 
john Episcopal church at 610 Steuben
ville Ave., where they met for the next 
28 years. 

In 1955 the curent bui lding w ith seat
ing capacity of 500 w as erected at a cost 
of $138,000. 

The congregation is active in evange
listic and benevolent activities. Miss ion 
efforts supported by the congregation are 
in Kenya, Africa; Ontario, Canad a; Long 
Island, N.Y. ; Providence, R.I.; and 
Wooster, Ohio. The con gregation also 
helps to support the Midwestern Chil
dren's Home in Pleasant Plains, Ohio, 
and the Herald of Truth te levision broad-
cast. 

-----o•- - -
NEW SCHOOL TO OPEN IN CANADA 

Agape Christian Academy will open 
for its f i rst year in September, 1983, in 
Coquitlam, British Co lumbia, Canada. 

Under the sponsorship of the Co-

quitlam Church in 5,000 feet of rented 
space, a board of d i rectors from vari
ous congregations in the Greater Van
couver area, w ill supervise the curricu
lum. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? Information is available from Agapa 

Christian Acad emy, 2665 Runnel Dr., 
Coquitlam, B.C., Canada, V3E183. 

CALL 615/865-0818 

DON A LEE WILSON, INC. 

General Contractor 

CHURCH BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 

Construction Management 

Commercial- lndustrial - 1 nstitutional 

P.O. 80x 1853-Chico, CA 95927 

Telephone 916/345-2425 

Contractor's License No. 257778 

WANTED 
we are searching for 

300 NEW STUDENTS 
who want to excel for Christ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree In Bible Only *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 

If you or someone you know has the desire to spread 

the Gospel more than anything else in the world, 

the place to prepare is • • • 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

CONTACT US: 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
Dept.FF 
P.O.BoxiBC 
Flore nco, AL 35630 
1 -800·982-4807 or 
1 ·205·766-66 10 
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DEBATE ON HOLY GHOST 
BAPTISM 'AND :MIRACLES 

On October 24, 25, 27, 28 a public 
discussion will take place between Ray 
Hawk, gospel preacher and Hulon Myre, 
pastor of the Lighthouse United Pente
costal Church. The discussion will be in 
the Lighthouse building at 404 East la
fayette in Jackson, Tennessee. The prop
ositions to be discussed are: 

"The scriptures teach that Holy Ghost 
baptism and miracles (as performed by 
Jesus and the apostles) continue in the 
church today." Hulon Myre affirms; Ray 
Hawk denies. 

"The scriptures teach that Holy Ghost 
baptism and miracles (as performed by 
Jesus and the apostles) ceased in the 
first century." Ray Hawk affirms; Hulon 
Myre denies. 

Doyle Earwood, 23333 Goddard Rd., 
Taylor, Mich. 48180: On june 1, I will 
have spent 43 years in the Detroit area 
working with seven congregations on a 
full-time basis and four of these were in 
building programs. I spent eight years 
on the 11 pioneer faculty" of Michigan 
Christian College and later served ·on the 
board. I am now on the board of Luckett 
Christian Academy three schools. For the 
last 18 years I have been a member of the 
Taylor Center congregation where I have 
served as associate minister, elder, and 
deacon. I have enjoyed these 43 years in 
the Detroit area. I preached for the lake 
Placid, Florida, congregation during the 
months of january and February. Hale 
and Pauline Herd, my wife, Margaret, and 
I conducted a mini-campaign on the 
Grand Bahama Island for about three 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
IN TEXAS CALL 

1-800-252-9103 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

weeks and several were baptized. Brother 
and sister Parker are doing a great work 
there. After June 1, I wnl be working 
with the lake Placid congregation. 

congregations were represented among 
the personal workers. 

WANTED-
-----o-

Roy Smalling, North Davis Congrega
tion, Arlington, TX: Fourteen were led 
to Christ in a campaign in Wellington, 
New Zealand involving New Zealand 
Christians and 31 workers from the 
States. This is the fourth campaign con
ducted in New Zealand by the workers 
from Arlington. This year, 17 American 
congregations and seven New Zealand 

PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa· 
tioo. SCHOOLOFPERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

WORRY-FREE RETIREMENT 
* One time endowment locks in basic housing cost for life * Monthly service fee limited to actual cost * Generous monthly allowance for permanent nursing home care * Program of religious, social and recreational activities * Scheduled transportation service * One meal per day-additional meals available * 24 hour security * Weekly flat laundry service * Fire detection and fire sprinkler system * Heavy housekeeping services * Utilities included in monthly fee * Emergency alarm and intercom systems * Carpet, drapes, individually controlled air conditioning and heating, 

kitchen appliances, safety bars in baths * Sponsored Christian Care Centers, Inc., a non-profit organization with 
37 years experience in caring for the aging, 9:00-5:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 
1·5 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 

We believe LAKEWOOD YILLAGE offers you more in happi
ness, environment, protection, comfort, floor space, good 
food, entertainment, transportation, recreation and compe
tent medical and SPIRITUAL CARE at a lower cost than you 
can get anywhere else. 

LAKEWOOD VILLAGE 
5100 Randol Mill Road 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

451·8001 
Metro 429-4198 

Please send me a free information packet. 

NAME ________________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS ______________________________________ _____ 

CI~--------~--------------------------------

STATE. ________________________________ IP __________ __ 
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CHURCH BUILDING BURNS 
The meeting house of the Vaughn HiU 

Church of Christ, Wood River, \Uinois, 
was destroyed by fire Saturday, April 16. 
The total loss may run over one million 
dollars. Until a new building can be con
structed, church offices have been set up 
in a separate building on the church 
grounds (formerly· our bus garage). We 
have secured space in an elementary 
school to meet for classes and worship. 
The prayers of the brotherhood are re
quested as we recover from this loss.
James D. Burns, Minister, Box 338, Wood 
River, I L 62095 

Jim and Eva Johnson, 35 Lock Street, 
Kottur, Mcidras Tamil Nadu, 600085, 
India: The school here continues to be 
encouraging. In 1982 we had a total of 
289 students enrolled who completed 
the required time, and of that number 
42 requested to be baptized. We wish 
to express our thanks to those who have 
assisted in this work, and also our sin
cere appreciation to those who prayed 
for us and sent letters of sympathy and 
encouragement while we were in hos
pital from Jan. 20 to Feb. 5. We are in 
NEED of funds for ·the school and are 
limited in the number we can enroll from 
time to time. 

Harvey Childress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardson, TX 75080: We have just re
turned from our second trip of the year 
with the "Strengthening Mission Church
es" ministry. rhis time we helped the 
churches at lola, Kansas; Hickman Ave
nu~ in Des Moines, Iowa; and at Falls 
City, Nebraska. We now have over 80 

JAIL-PRISON EVANGELIST 
NEEDED 

to head up a progressive prison ministry 
in the Leavenworth/Kansas City area. 
This is a WORKING ministry that re
quires FULL .attention. Send .resume to 
Jim Trotter, c/o church of Christ, 6000 
Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo., 64133, 
Ph. (816) 358-1386; Or to Bill Cross
man c/o P.O. Box 497, Leavenworth, 
Ks., 66048, Ph. (913) 682-6163. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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requests from mission churches, and 
have· help scheduled ·for 4 of them al
ready. Others we will help by corre
spondence, or with workshops later. We 
want to hear from other mission church
es so we can help with meetings, semi
nars, or workshops. 

Jerry H. Wilson, 1507 Bryan Court, 
Waldorf, MD 20601: I am now preaching 
for a newly established congregation at 
Damascus, Maryland in Montgomery 
County. Please remember this work in 
your prayers. 

TRENTS TO CELEBRATE 
GOLDEN WEDDING 

The children of Albert C. & Amy Lee 
Trent plan to honor them on their Golden 
Wedding with a special reception at the 
Sentinel, Oklahoma church Fellowship 
Room on May 22. Friends and relatives 
are invited to the reception from 2:00 to 
5:00 p.m. The Trents' mailing address is 
Box 296, Temple, OK 73568. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub
scribe to? 

Southwestern 
SINGING SCHOOL 

June 19 - 24, 1983 
Thorp Spring, Texas 

!\ 

11'/T\. -.,. 7C ---- - - I I I 

c - 1;1 41- -44-
1. let each wice greet the dawn with song; 

John D. Blackstone 
620 Annette 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 282-5519 

Training in 
Song Leading 

Complete Cost: 
$95.00 (817) 267-1016 

OPENING FOR 
DIR.ECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION 

AT 
MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 

MEDINA. TEXAS 

Medina Children's Home invites your application for consideration of this 
opening. At least one of the following qualifications is necessary. Please contact 
Dempsey Simpson, Medina Children's Home, Route 16, Box 75, Medina, Texas 
78055-(512) 589-7725 (office) (512) 589-2236 (nights/weekends). 

1. A master's degree in social work from an institution accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education and a minimum of one year experience in 
children's services or family services. 

2. A graduate degree in a behavioral or social science from an accredited 
college or university and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

3. A bachelor's degree in social work from an accredited college or university 
and two years of experience in children's or family services. 

4. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and three 
years experience in children's and family services. 

5. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and current, 
direct supervision from a person meeting one of the above qualifications. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 17, 1983 
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lfnto lfs 

A Child 
Is Born 

$2.95 
Per Copy 

By the 
Hundreds 

$1.95 Each 

Unto Us 
A Child 
is Born 

Add 15% for Postage and Handling 

--:::- ........ ............ :::: .......................................... ""::: 

Compiled by REX KYKER 

Essays by REUELLEMMONS, 
JOHN BANNISTER, REX 

KYKER, MELVIN WISE, 
J. W. ROBERTS and others. 

* A PAPERBACK DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE FAITH AND 
TO TEACH THE PLAN OF 
SALVATION. 

* The most economical 
method of evangelizing 
in the world. 

* Buy them by the 
Box. Stack them in 
the foyer. Give 
them away. 

Order a hundred from: Firm Foundation P ublishing House 
P.O. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 



BOOKS !Jn Review 
THE PAPERBACK MARKET: 

ANCHORS IN TROUBLED WATERS. 
Batsel Baxter, Harold Hazelip, joe Bar
nett Baker. 142 p. $3.95 

Highlighting themes used on Herald 
of Truth programs, th ese three Christian 
men have produced a book especially 
des igned to help people in crisis. The 
stress of li fe, th e broken family, the pain 
of disease, the agony of loneliness
they are all treated in a masterful way. 
This would be a good gift fo r anyone 
sufferi ng a cri sis in his or her life. 

ABORTION: THE SILENT HOLOCAUST. 
john Powell. Argus. 183 p. $3.50 

Here is an excell ent treatment of the 
subject in a considerate rather than emo
tiona l way. The value of extensive re
search is clearly evident. Many of the is
sues are clarified, and the question of 
whether every individual has an inalien
able right to live is fairly dealt with. 
Many quotations from recognized au
thorities enhances the va lue of this book. 

DEHOFF-DAVIS DEBATE. George De
Hoff and W. C. Davis (Premative 
Baptist), DeHoff. 201 pp. $7.95 

A discussion of foreordination and 
election, limited atonement, hereditary 
total depravity, the direct operation of 
the Holy Spirit and final perseverance of 
the saints. Also included is a discussion 
of the biblica plan of sa lvation. 

FOLLOWING JESUS HOME. 0. H. Tabor. 
Western Christian Foundation. 121 
pp. $3.50 

More than 40 short essays by the long
time staff w riter for the Firm Founation-
0. H. Tabor. Each essay is a positive, 
encouraging treatment of some theme 
dealing wi th our reaching on unto per
fection. Each title is an exhortation to 
righteousness. An ideal life selection. 

CHARLES A. SlRlNGO. Orlan Sawey. 
Twayne Publishers. 157 p. $13.50 

This is a story of the cowboy chroni
cler who w rote so profusely about the 
old West in its pre-barb w ire days. CattiP 
drives and lawless men marked the saga 
of the open range. Because readers of 
this paper, for the most part, live in that 
area and have a feel for this kind of 
history, we give attention to Brother 
Sawey's evaluation of Siringo's li fe and 
writings. We think you will enjoy the 
book. 

VVhen sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to !include the price. 

All books r.,.i8wed here may be purchased from 
the Firm Foundation Publbhing House. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and h andling on ordera of $10.00 
or lesa; 109'o on orden1 over $10.00. 
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CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholster ed type. 

Flowers Manufaduring, Inc. 
Contact us fM free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

CAMP COUNSELORS NEEDED 
Camp Paluxy for Boys and Girls has openings for two girls counselors. The camp 
is owned and operated by Brother and Sister Thedis Wood. Brother Wood is a 
minister and an elder of the Graham Street Church of Christ in Stephenville. The 
camp is not operated as a church camp, but rather as a private camp stressing 
moral values and citizenship. 

Applicants must be 17 years of age or older, of a mature mind, and with a love 
for working with boys and girls ages 8 through 14. Salary will depend upon your 
age, experience, and ability. Camp period is from June 5 to July 23. If interested 
please write giving your age, interests, experience, and at least two references. 
Write to Mr. or Mrs. T. E. Wood, 2060 Crestridge, Stephenville, Texas 76401. 

Debate On Homosexuality 
DAN BILLINGSLY 

(Christian) 
DR. RALPH BLAIR 

(Homosexual) 

* Taped live at North Texas State University 

Feb. 26, 1983 Denton, Texas 

Audio Cassette (2 tapes) $7.95 
Video Cassette ( l tape) S30.00 

(Specify VHS or Beta Format) 

Order from: Dan Billingsly, 403 Welch Street, 
Denton, TX 7620 I (214) 382-5052 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
A RE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Part icipan ts in a new. substan tia l. growing outreach work now 
cek a mature, ex perienced evangelist to grow wi th them to a 

fu llness in Christ. Arc you interes ted in primari ly devoting your 
time to an evangelist ic thrust ak in to that descri bed in I Cor. 
9: 1 6-:~2~ Would you be challenged by an opportuni ty to help 
equip the sain ts as Pau l suggested in Eph. 4 : 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2: 1-2. 24-25? Would you like to take your tum w ith the con
grega tion's other men to nourish the nock from the pulpit? 

!fyou ansll'er ')·es .. to these questions. please submi f your re-
sume. curriculum riu1e. and references to: 

Eastgatc Church o f Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Stree t 
Grand Junction, Colorado 8 1501 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate conereeatlona 

advertising meetine places, preachers seeklne work or congreptiona aeeldne preac:hen. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

Associate minister, age 33 seeking full time work as 
pulpit minister or associate minister. Present work in
cludes preaching, Bible class teacher, youth activities 
co-ordinator, educational department head, radio work, 
Bible camps, and community service. Full resume, ref
erences, etc., available on request. (405) 223·9636 or 
(405) 223-7529. Jay Plank, Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
Immediate Opening-Woman's Counselor, Westgate 
Church of Christ. Mall resume to: Tom Garner, 6460 
Westgate Dr., Beaumont, TX 77706, 409/860·3400. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lii&m-Misaions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leon~trd M. Gray-Director 
(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FOilT 11000 - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M::..·....,......----~ 
CHATHA"· N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-R:\5-2688.~-==--,....--,..-----:-..,.---~=-=. 
BREWER:-MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday cll\88e8, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

-DAY A.UEA.~CIJOOJ. OF PREA.CIIING 
11300 Dnhllu Road 

Plen•natoa, Callforuln 94588 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) !122-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chur~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd •• Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 8. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
DENVER. COLORAUO 80228 

LAKI.::\VOOD CHUUCH OF CIIRIST 
465 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See YeJlow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
".I::M.t'LOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
('Are Ptaff. IChristian eouples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, eontact Steve Bergman, Execu
tiVe Direetor, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or l'nll 707!44~-3557 ." 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texns 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
VliliA. ARIZ., 6.~1 \V. ::Stb St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Relirement Approachlngl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALA.~KA - ANCHORAGE=.-c~-.,...u=u=R=-""'c=n...,....-o~F 
CHUIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or frifmds in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
F.VANMl'IJ,J,E, IND .. 2205 Fl. Mora-au Ave., 
(T,S, 460 Rn•t OppnRitf' K-Mnrt. Olflee 4'7'7-
52'71. DnhhJ" Wade, Mtu. 4'78-401'58. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full time pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory L. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, IL 62521; 
(217) 422-0143 or (217) 423-6218. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
Wanted: Youth Minister to coordinate Bus Ministry 
and Education. five bus routes presently bringing about 
125 on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church of Christ, 2200 McDowell Road, Vincennes, 
Indiana 47591. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. ••E:• 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 791l-2!U1. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502·633-5171. 
Congregation seeking mature experienced full-time 
preacher. Please send resume to: Elders, Sunray 
Church of Christ, Box 397, Sunray, Texas 79086. 
Gospel preacher available for full-time work, age 32,. 
10 ys. experience, graduate of Preston Road School of 
Preaching, married w/3 children. For resume, call or 
~~~~ fa~~3~4a9~non, Box 1411, Hemphill, Tx. 75948, ph. 

MINISTER WANTED: Pulpit minister for congregation 
with active Campus Ministry. Work with married 
adults in evangelistic outreach. Send resume and at 
least three references before May 31. Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 334, DeKalb, II. 60115. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work in the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
Wa•blaa-toa, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd.. Ale:Eandrla. VIrginia 
22301, phone · (703) 8'36-3083 or 9'll-4147. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 

I WOULD LIKE FILL-IN AND/OR PART-TIME PREACH
ING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 100 MILES OF ODESSA, 
TX. PERSONAL DETAILS AND REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
CLYDE F. SMITH, 1401 WILSHIRE DR., ODESSA, TX. 
CALL 915·333·3516. 
Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
Preacher available anytime after June 1. Graduate of 
Sunset School of Preaching. Over 9 years, full-time 
preaching. Age 41. Married with 6 children. Contact 
Joe D. Mitchell, 1024 Somonauk St., Sycamore, II. 
60178 (815) 895-4867. 
Ohio Valley College needs two instructors beginning 
in the Fall, 1983-one to teach chemistry and physics, 
and one to teach mathematics and to direct the intra
mural program. Any qualified Christian interested in 
this work should contact Dr. Charles Aebi, Vice Presi
dent for Academic Affairs, Ohio Valley College, Col
lege Parkway, Parkersburg, WV 26101 (304) 485-7384. 
Retired college teacher, age 62, with 42 years -preach= 
ing experience, desires to relocate, preferably in Cen- · 
tral or South Texas. Would rather help small, ambitious 
congregation unable to support full-time preacher. 
Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. 
(7041 488-6369. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain States Children's 
Home who can love, counsel with, c.:re for, and have 
understanding for six to eight neglected and de
pendent children. Houseparents must be a dedicated, 
mature, and stable couple in this child care ministry. 
MSCH is situated on 155 acres along the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountain front range. Salary, living expenses, 
transportation for Home business, and other fringe 
benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, Super
intendent, P.O. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. Tele
phone (303) 776-6841. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

Summer camp for rent in the kJothills of the Ozark 
Mountains near Batesville, Arkansas. Open dates are 
May 22-28, May 29-June 4, June 9-11, August 21-27, 
August 28-September 3. Write Ed Higginbotham, Camp 
Tahkodah, Box 775, Station A, Searcy, Arkansas, 72143; 
or call 501/268-6161 ext. 342. 
Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, · 75234. (214) ..:2~4..:.5...:·6:..:2..:.0:::2·:..,.-_,-___,,........-,--....,.,
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
Missionary family returning (July/Aug.). 19 yrs. in 
France & England. Desire preaching and/or teaching. 
Preaching 30 yrs. Exp. pers. worker. Good refs. More 
conservative than Margaret Thatcher! M.A. Th.D. candi
date. Prov. 31-wife and daughter (16) at home. Pre
fer warm climate like Ariz. Age 57. Walk with canes. 
H. B. Frank, Jr., 3 Waverley Rd., Lowton, Warrington 
WA3 2HE England. Tel. (0942) 711756. 
Minister desires relo1:ation: No hobbies. Age: 44. Mar
ried and has four children. Masters Degree in Religious 
education. Been at present work 6 1/z years. For more 
information contact: H. R. "Bob" Hurd, 817 Lynn Ct., 
Ennis, Texas 75119. Tele. 214-875·5674. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Fouudatloa 
trle• to •erPell advertt•lua-. aad will uot 
kuowlaa-IJ" take que•tloaable advertl•lag:. 
Out It I• the reader'• r••poa•lhlllb' to Ia• 
ve•tl~te. Like nuy othPr paper. wf' •ome
tlmf'N nawlttiDJ~)J" ruD RD DDWOrtby ado 
AN the old •aJ'ID&' goe•• before you la•e•t. 
Ia v••tiJr:Rt•l 

NEW CONGREGATION 
The Southeast Church of Christ meets 

at 10th Street and Stewart Avenue, SE, 
Roanoke, Virginia. Mailing address is 
Southeast Church of Christ, Box 12032, 
Roanoke, VA 24022. 

Fifteen people began meeting at this 
location in March 1982. They purchased 
a building formally owned by the Church 
of God. It has a baptistry, preacher study, 
ample class rooms and four restrooms. 
There is a nice second floor, which could 
be made into an apartment. Auditorium 
seating approximately 160. 

We are praying for a preacher. C~n
tact: George Holdren, 606 Devonshire 
Dr., Vinton, VA 24179. -

Order By Phone Toll-Free 
Continental U.S. 1-800-531·5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252·91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION -
PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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5TH ANNUAL 
Great Northwest Evangelism 

Workshop 

Pacific Lutheran University 121 st So. & Park Ave. So. Tacoma, Wa. 
Coordinated By: Lakeview Church of Christ - Director: Ken Wilson 

(206) 537-5181 {206) 537-5938 

"Walking in the Light// 
I John 1:7 

SPEAKERS AND THEME FOR GNEW 1983 

Special Corner For Youth 

jeff Walling, Jr. - Garden Grove, CA 

Mark Ph il lips-~o llege Station, TX Ron Quint-Delta, BC 

Dave Weger-Seatt le, WA Eddie Howard-Phoenix, AZ 

Speakers For Classes 
Marvin Phill ips - Tulsa, OK 
Gordon Ferguson - Tacoma, WA 
Bill Moody - Dallas, TX 
Jerry Jones - Searcy, ARK 
Jack Evans - Terrel l, TX 
Wayne Monroe - Phoenix, AZ 
Bill Lawrence- Seattle, WA 
Bill Yasko _; Lubbock, TX 
Ray Fulenwider - Ft. Worth, TX Best known for his work with young people of 

California and his mvolvement with the begmning of Mike Armour - Portland, OR 
the "Joy Bus" concept of bussing. He rece1ved his Carroll Pitts - Los Angeles, CA 
Bachelors Degree from the University of Californ1a at Jim Hawkins - Vancouver, B. C. 
lrvme and is currently working with the Newland Street Louis & Wynema McPherron 
Church of Christ in Carden Grove, Califo rnia. 

Keynote Speakers 
G0rdon Ferguson- Wednesday Evening 
Jerry Jones - Thursday Afternoon 
Wayne Monroe - Thursday Evening 
Jeff Walling - Friday Afternoon 
Marvin Phillips - Friday Evening 
Mike Armour - Saturday Afternoon 
Jack Evans - Saturday Evening 
THEME: "WALKING IN THE LIGHT" 

A homemaker and educator who has taught 
Bible classes for all ages, and in both public 
and private Christian schools. Educated at 
North Texas State University and Pepperdine 
University. Has spoken on a number of work
shops and lectureships on the West Coast. 

Topics I Areas of Expertise 
Topical Studies 
Expository Studies 
Singles M inistry 
Studies on Sacrifice 
Topical Studies 
Small Group Ministries 
Col lege Campus Ministry 
Elders I Leaders 
Involvement Ministries 
Preacher's Work 
Expository Studies 
Family Relations 
Bible School Learning Centers 

Women 
Carol Monroe - Phoenix, AZ 
Fran Armour - Portland, OR 
June Breninger - Portland, OR 
Dot Yasko - Lubbock, TX 
Pat Baker - Waurika, OK 
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Foreign Influences 

We recently saw a bibliography compiled for use by 
educational directors which contained 128 reference 
books, and not one of them was written by a Christian. 
Scores of churches are showing a series of films by a 
sectarian, in which Calvinistic concepts arid doctrine are 
skillfully interwoven. We are sending our elders to sec
tarian churches to learn church growth principles. It is 
time for s·omeone to call attention to how the Restora
tion base is eroded by such things. 

We note the many quotations from sectarian maga
zines in the writings of brethren, and the increasing em
phasis on "the things we have in common" rather than 
upon faithfulness to the scriptures. We also note the 
jubilation expressed in certain quarters that the brethren 
are coming around, and recognizing that there are 
Christians in all the churches. Far too many preachers, 
elders and teachers seem to be forgetting that there is a 
once-delivered faith to be contended for. 

Religion is too personal, too sacred, too holy to allow 
it to be perverted by foreign influences. 

We would not for a moment contend that nothing 
good can be learned from the experiments of others. Nor 
would we suggest that thoughts contained in sectarian 
books are not valid. We are appalled, however, that we 
who have a reputation for rationality and reason have 
not produced better books than they. Must they break 
the new ground while we parrot the same old worn
slick cliches? Should we not dig in the Word until we 
can come up with something better? 

For the Restoration plea to be valid it must demand a 
Bible-based, apostolic faith. The common source among 
believers will automatically insure unity. It will also cause 
us to discover and use every means available to us to 
spread the kingdom that is not specifically forbidden. 
And few means are. When we are guided by the ancient 
order, and trust in the ancient oracles, there can be no 
question but that we will prosper without having to use 
the gimmicks others have invented to do it. 

We have ~lmost lost the art of expository preaching, 
and as one result have quit gaining new and more ac
curate understanding of what the scriptures actually 
teach. We are perpetuating thereby many old and in
accurate interpretations of scripture, many of which we 
got from our roots in Calvinistic theology. 
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We sinfully abuse our own great leaders while we 
swallow whole, and quote often, denominational lead
ers. If an idea comes from one of us it is anathema; if it 
comes from some denominational source it is an indi
rect message from heaven, In our efforts to build a 
super church we throw open the doors to pagans. If we 
sent all our preachers to Billy Graham's School of Evan
gelism, and all our elders to Schuler's glass temple to 
know how to build a church; and if we sent all our edu
cational directors to Muncie, Indiana, to learn about 
bussing, and put all our families through Dobson's films, 
we feel that we could build a super church. But if one of 
our- own baptizes more than a hundred a year we just 
know he is an apostate. 
' One of the· chief sins of Israel was that it wanted to be 
like the nations around it. Israelites married foreign 
wives and their children worshiped foreign gods. Soon 
the purity of their speech was contaminated and they 
spake half the language of Ashdod and half the lan
guage of Israel. They were no longer a unique and 
separate people. They were ordered to get rid of the 
foreign influences and return to God. 

Our standards are not other people's standards. Ours 
are set by the Lord. We are a unique people and do 
not occupy common ground with any other religious 
group. We have many things in common with them, 
but unless we occupy ground that would not be oc
cupied if we did not exist, then we have no right to 
exist. If the time comes when we are no longer unique 
and unusual, the time will have come when we have no 
right to exist . 

What comes out of us is a reflection of what is within 
us. If faith is within us our actions are our own, even if 
they are wrong. But if our faith is small, we depend upon 
the inventive genius of others and fall more and more 
into their pattern. We must have the courage to create 
our own plans rather than borrow the plans .of others 
if we are going to determine our own destiny. We may 
escape the rigors of creativity by borrowing the ideas 
and plans of others, but in the process we will destroy 
our own authenticity. 

Our decisions may cost us a cross, but they will be 
ours, and they will come from our convictions and not 
from foreign sources. When we borrow we drift. Let us 
never forget that. let them borrow from us, for then 
we, instead of they, will lead. 
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"My Word of Exhortation" 
CURTIS D, McCL.ANE 

Have you had the all-too-common ex
perience of listening to a sermon that 
made little or no appeal to the needs 
you know you have? 

Or maybe the sermon seemed biblical 
enough but it did not touch you and 
motivate you so as to encourage you to 
any specific action? I know such ser
mons exist because I have preached too 
many of them! 

We who speak for God today need 
to be aware of how those in the early 
church spoke of God then. The book 
of Hebrews provides a biblical model for 
11exhortative" preaching-the type of 
preaching which makes appeals to my 
own personal needs; the type of preach
ing that really touches me and motivates 
me so as to encourage me onward. 

The Hebrews writer had to deal with 
this question: How do you motivate dis
couraged disciples to hold fast to their 
confidence and not give up? Some al
ready had. The answer lies in the appeal. 
The author utilizes various appeals with 
each exhortation. We who speak for 
God: look to the book of Hebrews. 
Learn the powerful persuasive appeals 
that encourage our listeners on to action. 

How do I know an exhortation when I 
see one? Most of them in the· book of 
Hebrews are prefixed with the phrase 
"Let us ... " Notice the following exhorta
tions in the book of Hebrews: 

4:1 - 11Let us fear ... " 
4:11 -"Let us strive ... " 
4:14 -"Let us hold fast ... " 
4:16 -"Let us draw near ... " 
6:1 -"Let us leave ... " 
10:22-"Let us draw near ... " 
10:23-"Let us hold fast ... " 
10:24-"Let us consider ... " 
12:1 - 11Let us run ... " 
12:28-"Let us be grateful ... " 
12:28-"Let us offer ... " 
13:13-"Let us go forth ... " 
13:15-"Let us continually offer up ... " 
Each of the above exhortations is 

based upon a powerful persuasive ap
peal. For instance, in 4:1 the author re
minds the readers that many in the past 
did not enjoy a rest that rightfully could 
have been theirs. This powerful appeal is 
based upon the fact that there is a part 
of human nature that hates being left 
out of anything. It seems to me that this 
is something we preachers and teachers 
need to get a handle on. Is it possible 
to encourage discouraged members? 
Only if we hold up clearly before them 
what they are being left out of now and 
later when they choose to .throw away 
their confidence. 

The exhortation in 4:16 encourages 
the original readers to approach God in 
prayer because of the openness of 
everything in the sight of God. An un
usual appeal is being made here. It is to 
the sense of belonging-that one has the 
right to be where he is. How often does 
the spiraling effect of discouragement 
begin precisely here? One begins to feel 

unworthy to converse with God because 
of his particular circumstances and so a 
sense of hopelessness sets in. 

Compounding the problem is the 
thought, "Who am I that God would 
listen to me, anyway?" We who speak 
for God are given specific direction by 
the Hebrews' writer on this point. Two 
great ideas should be stressed. We have 
a High Priest who sympathizes with our 
human predicament. And when we ap
proach God in prayer under such trying 
and discouraging times we need to know 
that we have a right to be there. Let 
us with confidence draw near to the 
throne of God! 

Look .at wl:lat happens in the exhorta
tion of 6:1. The writer at this point 
makes his readers feel ashamed because 
of their spiritual immaturity. We can tell 
that the author at 5:1 0 wants to proceed 
with his idea of Melchizedek but must 
postpone this discussion until 7:1 be
cause they have been slow to learn. We 
could paraphrase the author's emotional 
outburst in 5:11-14 in the following way: 

Shame on you! By this time you 
ought to be teachers! Instead you still 
need to be taught. You have not grown 
a bit since you were born in Christ. 
I wanted to give you some real "meat" 
in my letter but you could not handle 
it. So I'll have to feed you some 
"milk." Being a baby, you don't have 
the capacity for anything else. 

This is indicative of the other exhorta
tions found in the letter to the Hebrews. 
In each one the author uses a persuasive 
appeal designed to touch the human 
emotions and feelings in order to en
courage 'a group of disciples who were in 
danger of tossing their faith aside and 
quitting. "Therefore do not throw away 
your confidence, which has a great re
ward. For you have need of endurance, 
so that you may do the will of God and 
receive what is promised." 

The place of exhortation is preaching, 
i.e., the use of persuasive appeals ·and 
emotional encouragement, has had a 
more secur~ place in the history of the 
worship of the church than it seems to 
occupy presently. justin Martyr (A.D. 
100-167) has left us with a somewhat ob
scure description of early Christian wor
ship. One part of his observation is 
relevant to our thinking here. He says, 

. . . A section is read from the 
memoirs of the apostles and the writ
ings of the Prophets, as long as time 
permits. When the reading is finished, 
the president, in a discourse, gives the 
admonition and exhortation to imitate 
these noble things. 
When we leave justin Martyr, by the 

time we reach the Restoration Move
ment, the place of exhortation was not 
quite as secure in preaching. Though 
many factors shaped and molded the 
Restoration heritage of preaching, there 
are two in particular that are airectly 

responsible for the place that exhorta
tion finally came to occupy. The first of 
these factors came in the form of a man 
named Alexander Campbell. It is gen
erally conceded that the philosophy that 
pervaded his thinking can be traced to 
John Locke, an eighteenth-century phi
losopher who lived in. Europe. Smce 
Locke built his whole system of philoso
phy around the role of reason in man's 
human experience, it is easy to see why 
Campbell's preaching in America ap
pealed to the reason of man in religion 
m contrast to the methods employed 
by the Great Awakening and Methodism. 

The other factor came in the form of a 
man named Barton W. Stone. His preach
ing was deeply rooted in revivalism. It 
was not the emotionalism per se that 
Stone objected to but rather the idea of 
limited atonement. He felt the love of 
God for all men should be stressed. In 
fact, on one cfccasion, he reflected upon 
the good done by the revivals in Ken
tucky some thirty years earlier. He ob
served, 

The preachers were revived. I saw 
them filled with the Holy Spirit of 
their Lord addressing the multitudes, 
not in lcebergh style, nor according to 
the studied rules of rhetoric and ora
tory; but in the language and spirit 
of heaven. The Christian Messenger, 
no. 7 5 (July,1831): 165. 
The religious movement under Stone 

came to be known as the "Christian 
Connection." Their meetings were char
acterized by warm, emotional exhort~
tion, and excited fervor for Christian 
fellowship and conversion. In stark con
trast to this, Campbell's followers, known 
as "Disciples," were more logical and 
low-keyed in the expression of their 
beliefs through the avenues of worship 
and preaching. They were more con
cerned with a restoration of the ancient 
order of things because contemporary 
religions had corrupted them. In janu
ary of 1832 the Christians and the Dis
ciples publicly united at a gathering in 
Lexington, Kentucky. This merger saw a 
wonderful blending of two styles of 
speaking and addressing audiences. 

In 1828 the Western Reserve Territory 
was aflame with excitement. Walter 
Scott was in demand everywhere. So 
many were being baptized that Alexan
der Campbell became alarmed and sent 
his father, Thomas, to check things out. 
Thomas discovered that the furor and 
fervor incited were over the 11Simple" 
plan of salvation offered by Scott. He 
had five steps: faith, repentance, con
fession, baptism, and reception of the 
Holy Spirit. He appealed to simplicity of 
thought and common sense in his au
dience. From that point onward, Scott's 
style and content of preaching tended 
to dominate the brotherhood. 

Fortunately there has been a growing 
recognition within our brotherhood of 
the proper place of exhortation in 
preaching. 

In this article we have offered the 
suggestion that the book of Hebrews 

(Continued on page 11) 
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If you obey ,my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father's commands and remain in his 
love. I have told you this so that my 'joy 
may be in you and that you may be 
complete (John 15:10, 11). 

Obey, commands, love and joy-how 
can these four words go together? 

Command and obey turn our minds 
to laws, rules, enforcement, deadlines, 
punishment, restriction and penalties. 

Love and joy do not usually come to
gether with command and obey. When 
is the last time any of us drove in a 25-
mile zone and said, "Driving at this 
speed is a joy to me! I love it!"? Take 
almost any command, add to it the pres
sure to obey-how much love and joy 
results? 

Before we turn away let us remember 
that this is the word of God. It is, there
fore, filled with surprising, unexpected 
ideas. Ideas that somehow keep coming 
true. These words tell us the truth about 
life. They lead us beyond our own world
ly views into a refreshing view of life in 
a new context. Because the Bible brings 
these four terms into relationship we 
had better take time to find out if there> 
is something here that the world has 
overlooked. 

"/ have obeyed my Father's com· 
mands" The world is full of commands. 
Every government on earth is churning 
them out by the thousands of pages 
every day. But jesus does not say, "If you 
want to be joyful pick out some com
mands and get started obeying them." 
Jesus is very specific: not just any set of 
commands will do-my Father's com
mands. 

All of God's wisdom, power, creativity, 
insight, grace and justice is bound to 
these commands. With the impact of 
who God is behind these commands, in 
them, empowering them, and giving 
them redemptive content. 

"The Father has loved me . . . I re
main in his love" These lines picture the 
closest possible relationship between 
Jesus and his Father. Jesus abides in the 
Father and the Father whom Jesus obeys 
is the Father who loves. 

We must allow this fact to have its full 
impact. Sometimes we get so interested 
in the commands that we forget whose 
they are. 

Before God commands he loves. God 
does not command first and condition 
his love on our obedience. It begins with 
the divine love. Because God loves he 
commands. His commands are expres
sions of his love. His commands are 
conditioned by his love. His commands 
are sustained by his love. 

Since that is the case, the person who 
obeys God can remain/abide with or in 
God. God never says, "I have told you 
what to do. Now get away from me and 
do what I told you to do." God says the 
opposite. 11Abide/remain." Stay with me 
and obey. 

Biblical obedience is not a series of 
bead-like acts strung together by some
thing cafled human obedience. It is a 
relationship of Father and Son which 
gathers the whole process up in the most 
intimate relationship imaginable. jesus 
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Obedience 
is better than 

Sacrifice 
ELMER PROUT 

tells us that his Father is not simply 
someone to be obeyed-he is the one to 
be with, joyfully. 

Think of the contrast between what 
Jesus is describing and our relationship 
with any government agency. The last 
thing I would want is a letter inviting 
me to the IRS office for an audit. If I 
were to receive such a ·letter I would 
never say, "This is really great! I get to 
spend some time in the tax office. I am 
filled with joy." 

No! I obey the government regula
tions at the appointee times. The rest of 
the year I put income taxes as far from 
my mind as possible. This is true not 
simply because of a reluctance to pay 
the money. It is true because IRS com
mands, demands, enforces and penal
izes. The IRS does not love. Of course 
not. It is not intended to be a loving 
agency. 

When we come over to Jesus and his 
Father we are in 'the new creation.' 
Loving may be the last thing a govern
ment agency would think of doing-but 
loving is the first thing God does. 

What a new light this throws on com
mand and obey! It meafls that we can 
pick up the Bible, read the words of 
Jesus, and know that every command is 
an invitation to fellowship with the lov
ing Cod-with the God who has our joy 
in his heart. 

"I have obeyed my Father's com
mands" It is quite natural to bring that 
statement to focus at the cross. "He be
came obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross." While I would not 
for a moment minimize Christ's obedi
ence at Calvary, we must dare to broad
en our outlook to scriptural size. jesus 
Christ obeyed his Father ~very day of his 
life. All of his earthly life was an act 
of obedience to God. Jesus was obeying 
his Father as truly at the wedding in 
Cana as in the temple or the upper 
room. 

For Jesus Christ, obedience was not 
little slices of ritual served up on Sab
bath. It was total fife lived consciously 
in fellowship with the Father. jesus was 
obeying God wlien, in the Sermon on 
the Mount, he spoke of birds and 
flowers. jesus was also obeying Cod 
when he walked among the flowers and 
birds observing them. Jesus was obeying 
God when he raised Lazarus from the 
grave. He was also obeying God when 
he accepted the tears with which Mary 
washed his feet. 

If we have trouble accepting the in
clusiveness of the Lord's obedience it is 
because we all too often abstract obedi
ence from life. In jesus we can see {if we 

will) that obedience to the God who 
loves is life. jesus calls on us to see life 
whole. That is, to realize that God's 
commands are designed by his love, for 
life in union with him here and now. 

"If a man remains in me and I in him, 
he will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing." Sometimes we 
leave the impression that a person can 
pick up the Bible, read a command and 
obey it with a snap of the fingers. It is 
as if the commands are self-existent and 
carry in them the power of accomplish
ment. "Just read it and do it!" 

That is not the gospel way. The gospel 
commands do not stand in their own 
power; they cannot be handled as if they 
aid. In the case of the income tax law it 
is quite simple and direct: hear the law, 
pay up. The agency has no responsi
bility to enable taxpayers to pay. 

In the Bible obedience to Christ can 
be done only while abiding in Christ. 
Christ is not at a distance observing us 
while we attempt to obey. He is in us 
and we are in him. Biblical obedience 
is not a declaration of independence or 
self-sufficiency. It is not something 
which I do 'on my own' and then bring 
as an offering to Christ. Biblical obedi
ence is a confession of absolute de
pendence on Christ. "Without me you 
can do nothing." 

What would it be like to obey God 
totally? The Bible invites us to look at the 
life of jesus Christ and in him find the 
answer to that question. In Jesus we see 
the joyful result of obedience to the 
loving God. In Jesus Christ we see what 
life looks like when it is lifted out of 
ritual into daily reality. 

What a thin view of obedience it is 
which centers in a selected series of 
'acts of worship' beginning sometime on 
Sunday morning. Important as those 
'acts' are, they are not self-sustaining. 
They do not carry the power to fill life 
with enough power to last from one 
weekend to the next. The things by 
which we obey God on the Lord's Day 
will feed our souls IF they are part of 
the total fabric of a life of daily obedi
ence. 

We do not hesitate to say that we 
obey God's commands when we break 
bread and sing in the Sunday assembly. 
Will we dare to allow the biblical pic
ture of Jesus to stretch our ritual-loving 
hearts to the point where we see that we 
also obey God when we break bread at 
the dinner table at home? A different 
aspect of obedience, perhaps, but 
obedience to the same God nevertheless. 

We often use the expression "obeyed 
the gospel." "I obeyed the gospel when 
I was 14 years old." That is a good 
expression provided we do not limit its 
use to the past-provided we do not 
limit its use in reference to the moment 
of confession and baptism. Jesus obeyed 
his Father by being born in Bethlehem. 
Jesus. gave meani~g to that primary 
obedaence by gomg about Palestine 
obeying God. It is vital that each of us 
obeyed the gospel at some point in the 
past. It is equally vital that every one 
of us goes on obeying the gospel each 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A Question of Ethics-

When Government Says "You May" 

Simply put, the general teaching of 
the New Testament regarding the re
sponsibility of believers to government 
is that we are to submit to government's 
authority, for it is instituted by God for 
the good of men. As God's people, we 
should be model citizens, demonstrat
ing how government can work in 
society. 

It is also of interest that the New 
Testament does not teach that we are 
to obey only those laws which we a~
prove, or even that we are to submit 
only to a certain style of government 
(democracy, monarchy, etc.). The texts 
which address this issue were written by 
and to people who lived under an o~
pressive government, leaders who nei
ther understood nor approved their 
religion. Often, government leaders took 
the lead in persecution of the believers. 
Yet, they were told to submit to govern
ment authority. 

This article is concerned with the ex
ception to this general principle. Doubt
less most are aware that our obligation 
to government ends when such obedi
ence places us in a position wherein we 
must disobey commands of God. 

What may be the case, however, is 
that we have not placed an equal 
amount of emphasis on another side <?f 
this exception: t~at government authori
zation of a pract1ce ctoes not necessanly 
mean that God has authorized that prac
tice. That teaching needs to be done in 
this area is seen in the assumption many 
make that so long as a practice is le~al.ly 
permitted, they are free to engage m 1t. 
Even greater credence is given to a 
practice if a majority of the culture 
seem to accept it. 

I am not suggesting that we are i~
norant of the principle involved in th1s 
matter, but that, in the course of our 
hectic life-styles, we have not paused to 
reflect upon some areas of life where 
the principle should be applied. I ~ill 
offer four examples of matters needmg 
the application of this principle with this 
goal in mind. 

DAVID ANGUISH 

Divorce. No matter what position one 
takes on the matter of whom God has 
authorized to remarry, I think I can safely 
affirm that there is general agreement 
among us that the state authorizes di
vorce for reasons which God will not 
accept. Since many base their marriage 
decisions solely on what government al
lows, the principle under discussion in 
this article needs to be emphasized as 
often as possible. 

Abortion. The issue here is not that the 
state has passed laws which require any 
woman to abort her babr. So the issue 
is not · whether we wil stand firmly 
against abortion in the face of a govern
ment decree which makes it unlawful for 
some not to abort. What should concern 
us is that many conclude that abortion 
is morally defensible on the grounds that 
the state has authorized it in certain 
circumstances. 

Consider that a few years ago, one of 
the standard medical school textbooks 
in this country forbade student doctors 
to even consider performing an abortion. 
Editions published after the January 22, 
1973 Supreme Court decision, however, 
place no such restrictions on prospective 
doctors. Apparently, so far as the text's 
authors are concerned, the state has the 
authority to change an act from being 
wrong to being right! We can only won
der how many others believe the same 
way. 

Cable theft. Several months ago, the 
community where I was then living was 
offered the opportunity to subscribe to 
cable television. The company offered a 
variety of packages: the basic package 
could be received for a certain fee, or 
any combination of 11premium channels11 

could be added for appropriate extra 
fees. To make sure that only those ~ho 
paid for the premium channels recetved 
them, a 11Scrambler" was placed on the 
box connecting the system to the tele
vision set. 

But the system had a flaw, which a 
friend accidently discovered. It seems 

that if the channel selector dial was 
positioned carefully in a spot between 
two of the notches, the scrambler could 
be by-passed, enabling one to receive 
one of the premium channels without 
paying for it. 

For my friend, since no law was being 
violated, there was no reason for him 
not to watch the channel in question, 
free of charge. The flaw was, in his eyes, 
simply tougfl luck for the cable company. 

But I submit that such a practice vio
lates the moral principle involved in 
stealing, for my friend was in e_ffect 
taking something which was not nght
fully his. Given his reasoning, we can 
conclude that, should the government 
ever authorize car theft, he cannot legiti
mately complain if his car is stolen! 

Promises and Bankruptcy. The po~~t 
here is not whether one can ever legiti
mately avail himself of bankruptcy laws 
to temporarily relieve an. impossible ~u~
den. Rather, the issue 1s whether 1t 1s 
moralty right to walk away f~om o~r ob
ligations to repay our cred1tors s1mply 
because the state has authorized us to 
do so. The principle of honesty dictates 
that every effort should be made to re
pay every penny of one's debts. Cer
tainly it is questionable at the very least 
to use lenient bankruptcy laws to &et o~t 
of a jam so that one can go on Wl!h h1s 
life, perhaps amassi~g a fort~ne! w1th no 
concern for his prev1ous obhgat1ons. 

Conclusion. As with my friend, men
tioned above, my purpose .in writing th!s 
article is to cause us to thmk more sen
ously about our moral obligations before 
God. 1 hope that as the result, ":'ore at
tention will be given to teachmg the 
moral principles of jesus (as opposed to 
just a list of rules which someone has 
derived from those principles) so that 
people can apply them in whatever 
situation they find themselves. I suspect 
more mature disciples will result when 
we so teach. 

2876 Springlake Drive, Buford, GA 30518 
5 [361] 



Matthew 15:24: Consecration Royal 
CHARLES GEISER 

11Then said jesus unto his disciples. If 
any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me" (Matt. 16:24). 

At least three things are required for 
a journey: (1), to say farewell (to self); 
(2), to carry one's baggage (the cross); 
(3), to proceed with tfie journey (follow 
me) (Godet). Beginning with verse 23 
Jesus applies his words ·even to the 
twelve. They rejected the idea of a cruci
fied Messiah, but jesus presses the point. 
Even they, if they desire to come after 
him, must be willing to deny themselves 
as though they did not exist (Christ is all 
that matters), and daily to take up a 
cross. As jesus had to redefine the nature 
and work of the Messiah, so the disciples 
must redefine their new life style and the 
essentials of a life which is truly si~nifi
cant, a life committed to the princ•ples 
of God's kingdom. 11Churches-and in
dividual believers-are to be committed 
first to Christ, then to one another in 
Christ, and then to the world. These 
three are not to be 'done' chronologi
cally, one at a time, but they are to be 
a part of churches' and believers' lives 
at the same time" (Ortlund). Our Lord 
is urgently concerned about the extent 
of the transformation of beliefs into 
being his person and our dedication to 
him into doing his will. 

If Any Man Will Come After Me 
11Come after me" sounds like rabbini

cal language for "be my disciples." Self
sacrifice is its· essence. If jesus Christ is 
the 11Way, Truth, and life," then there is 
no one else worth following. Paul wrote, 
"Be ye followers of me, even as I also 
am of Christ" (1 Cor. 11 :1). The Great 
Commission included "making disci~les" 
(Matt. 28:18-20), but Jesus must have 
disciples before more can be made. 
Peter and Andrew heard the Lord's 
words, "Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men" (Matt. 4:19). Surely jesus 
asks every man to "come after" him. 
Ultimately there is no other choice spir
itually that can be made which has any 
value in relationship to heavenly places. 

Let Him Deny Himself 
The word used for "deny" (aparne

sastho) is the same that later is used for 
Peter's denial of Christ (26:34ff., 75). It 
suggests that one has alternatives in life, 
either denying self or denying Christ 
(lewis). Deny anything which would 
prevent complete commitment and ap
pears to have an individual application. 
"To turn someone off, to refuse associa
tion and companionship with him, to 
disown him" (lenski). This may very well 
be what the Spirit of God had in mind 
when he said through Paul to the Corin
thians, "Ye are not your own, ye were 
bought with a price" (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 
An easy life, ambition, even a difficult 
life but honorable way of life must be 
denied if that is not God's will. 

The one to be disowned in relation
ship with the Father is self (heautos). Is 
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it total, is it self altogether, or just a part 
of self? Is it just some idiosyncrasy, 
some habit that is to be denied or is our 
very person to be "turned down" to 
rather serving unselfishly the One who 
tasted death for us? None, we say, are 
ignorant of the answers to these ques
tions. Self-denial is literally the password 
into the everlasting kingdom of Christ. 
It has as its prototype Jesus himself 
(Ash). We cannot rely on ourselves in 
any way for salvation. Denial of self is a 
determined way of life, not accidental. 

Take Up His Cross Daily 
The cross was not merely a symbol of 

suffering and shame; it was the instru
ment of death. The Jewish people were 
familiar with its use in crucifying hun
dreds of rebels in their day. It was the 
way of life for one to be sentenced to 
crucifixion that he bear his own cross to 
the place of execution. Jesus had done 
this very thing; thus one following Jesus 
must be willing to do the same, if nee- · 
essary, in order to be true to Jesus. The 
cross was not just some hardship to en
dure, it meant total commitment of 
one's life to Jesus (Hobbs). Jesus' disci
ples would know the meaning of taking 
up a cross; no doubt that is why Jesus 
used the phrase. 

Jesus revealed that all who desire to 
follow him must walk the road of self
denial. To be a member of his body, the 
church of Christ, could mean suffering, 
sacrifice, and surely meant humble ser
vice for the disciples. Self-denial and 
cross-bearing were the standards of the 
day and we believe they still are the 
same. One must be able to endure re
proach and dishonor in the eyes of the 
world. True faith and obedience may 
bring whatever, but the dedicated stew
ard of God marches unwavering with 
Jesus at his side. This cannot be weak
ened or compromised in the mind of the 
New Testament saint. Following Jesus 
all the way even if it means death (Rev. 
2:10). It cannot stop short of that and 
be the cross! 

Any man at any time who wills to fol
low Christ must be prepared every day 
to die for him. Remember again the 
words of Paul? "What mean ye to weep 
and to break mine heart? for I am ready 
not to be bound only, but also to die 
at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus" (Acts 21 :13). Yes, discipleship 
might mean execution by the Romans, 
but in a deeper sense Paul could de
scribe himself as one "crucified with 
Christ" (Gal. 2:20), and there was where 
the full loyalty reigned for him. Paul was 
seriously threatened frequently (Acts 
9:23; 14:5; 16:22, et al.) and later then 
he would say "in deaths oft" (2 Cor. 11: 
23-26). Concerning the affliction which 
befell him in Asia, described as "so great 
a death," yet deliverance could only be 
explained as the work of "God who 
raiseth the dead ... " We do not believe 
there is any metaphorical sense in the 

realistic catalog of events Paul men
tioned in 2 Corinthians 11 :23-26-those 
things were the direct result of his "tak
ing up his cross" and Paul never faltered 
at the opportunity to stand for the grace 
of God. 

The cross was to be borne daily (luke 
9:23). This is the first mention of the 
cross in Luke. What does "daily" mean? 
Persistent discipleship. Not just daily 
troubles of life as many think, but rather 
the willingn·ess to accept hardships for 
Christ's sake every day. Luke's gospel 
thus emphasizes the continual, never
let-up nature of the commitment to 
Christ. The cross was not something 
which Jesus could carry and lay aside 
and pick up again. From that time he 
set himself to the obedient acceptance 
of the way of the Suffering Servant, the 
cross was there. Service to God after the 
cross-pattern of jesus is fulltime service 
(Summers). 

The Greek-Tenses 
The verb tenses make this verse vi

brant. "Deny" and "take · up" are aorist 
imperative tenses expressing once-for
all acts. "Follow" is a present imperative 
meaning a repeated, continuous, or 
habitual act. Thus, if a soul wishes to 
follow jesus as he should, he must once
for-all deny self and take up his own 
cross, then go on following Christ. 
Those who accept the challenge to enter 
the kingdom of God commit themselves 
to a life style with continuous and recur
ring patterns and principles of conduct. 
What happens is the crisis of conversion, 
then the life of consecration. Following 
Christ is a life-long assignment (Earle). 
"Qeny himself and take up his cross" 
defines the true meaning of "following." 
One abandons the attitude of self
centeredness and is ready, if called 
upon, to even die for Christ's sake and 
the gospel's. 

Conclusion 
What shall we do? Shall we renew 

our promises we made to God when he 
forgave us of our sins in baptism? Shall 
we preach the gospel and not wince at 
the scandal of the cross? Shall we be 
swimmers against tides and battlers for 
the death, burial, and resurrection of the 
Son of God? We as Christians should 
have died to self the day God saved us. 
The only experience worthy of the name 
"life" is the life of sacrifice to Jesus 
Christ. He who desires to become his 
dfsciples and servant will every day have 
to be willing to put his own interests 
and wishes into the background and to 
accept voluntarily and wholeheartedly 
(not fatalistically) the sacrifice and suf
fering that will have to be endured in 
his service (Geldenhuys). To accept Jesus 
is to accept his cross, share his weak
ness, and live for others. Authentic dis
cipleship is found wherever Christians 
live by the cross. "May the God who 
loved a lost world to the extent that he 
gave his own Son to die for that world 
ever impart that passion of soul to those 
who undertake to convey the message 
of that measureless love to men!" 
(Chafer). 
Box 1154, Ashtabula, OH 44004-1154 
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The New Testament Church ( 5) 
GALATIA: THE LEGALISTIC CHURCH 
The letter to the Galatians is an epistle 

of conflict. It is the only Pauline letter 
which contains no thanksgiving for the 
readers. Paul launches his attack with his 
opening words (1 :1-5) and maintains a 
severe tone virtually throughout. 

The truth is, however, the Galatians 
were dear to Paul (4:19) for they were 
the pride of his first missionary journey 
(Acts 13, 14), and the first fruits of his 
distinctively Gentile mission (Acts 13: 
46). But the sacrificial warmth of their 
initial reception of Paul (d. Acts 13:48, 
49; Gal. 4:12-16), had quickly changed 
to hostility and rejection in his absence 
(Gal. 1 :6f; 4:15-16; 5:7-12). False teach
ers were influencing them with a modi
fied gospel (1 :7) which included the nec
essity of Jewish circumcision (5:2-4) and 
the observance of Jewish days and sea
sons (4:10). In short, they were being 
told they had to become Jews to be 
Christians; that the only way to jesus 
was through Moses. Having begun in 
the Spirit, they were now being led to 
turn to the Law for perfection (3:3). 

Paul saw this defection as more than 
a threat to his own apostolic integrity 
and authority; he saw it as a threat to 
the integrity of the gospel. To return to 
the treadmill of law-keeping is to trade 
grace for a curse (3:10-14; 5:1-4). and 
exchange Christian liberty for servile 
bondage (2:4; 4:1-11; 5:1-13). For Paul, 
to make righteousness before God de
pendent upon self for anything, was to 
make it dependent on self for everything 
since performance-systems require doing 
everything right, all the time (3:10-11; 
5:3). The plain truth is, no one is ever 
that good and therefore every performer 
is "cursed" "because by works of the 
law shall no one be justified" (2:16). 

Paul saw one exception: jesus Christ 
11performed" in man's place perfectly 
fulfilling and completing the Law, thus 
removing the curse and achieving the 
rightness human effort pursues in vain 
(2:15-21; 3:10-14; 4:1-7). However, in 
Paul's view, what makes this "gospel" is 
precisely the fact that God, and not man, 
is the Achiever. Salvation, therefore, is 
trust-based, not performance-based, for 
man. It is trusting God to be God; trust
ing him to give us in Christ the achieve
ment we have not and cannot earn and 
have no right to expect, so that ". . . 
what was promised to faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who be
lieve" (3:22). Salvation and the gospel 
reveal God's righteousness, not man's 
(cf. Rom. 1:16, 17). It is clear, therefore, 
that in Paul's mind every move toward 
making the gospel man-centered instead 
of Christ-centered is a perversion (1 :6-
9). Since God alone is the Achiever, he 
alone should receive glory and praise 
(cf.1 Cor.1:18-31). 

JERRY HARVILL 

Legalism 
However, in Paul's absence false teach

ers soon changed all that (1 :6). They 
succeeded in slandering Paul's apostolic 
authority and integrity by arguing that 
he was liberal and avant garde in dis
pensing with Moses and the law. In fact, 
they actually "reversed" (metastrepho, 
1 :7) Paul's gospel of grace into a "gos
pel" of bondage to law-keeping and 
human performance (3:2-5; 4-9, etc.). 
Paul saw this reversal for what it was: 
not a move compatible with grace, but 
a "cursed" move (1 :8-9) "away from" 
grace (5:4). 

The churches of Galatia remind us of 
the ever-present danger of distorting the 
gospel into a rule system for saving 
ourselves by doing good things. With 
Paul we must resist every move toward 
making the gospel man-centered instead 
of Christ-centered (1 :6-9; 2:20). Legal
ism is a retrograde step into "bondage" 
(2:4; 4:1-11) and a "curse" (3:10-14; 
5: 1-4). Salvation is a grace-gift unearned 
and undeserved in Christ (3:22). To trust 
self to "earn" it is to cancel the grace 
and forfeit the gift (2:16; 5:4). 

We must remember it was not the 
apostle (5:7, 8) but the "cursed" false 
teachers who were saying, "Do these 
things, and live" (see Gal. 1 :6-8; 5:6-12). 
They made goodness the prerequisite 
rather than the result of salvation in 
Christ. The Christian says, "Live, and do 
these things" (2:19-21; 5:22-26). Neither 
the old nor a neo-legalism is needed by 
the Christian. It is enough to " ... live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
(us) and gave himself for (us)" (2:20). 

Relationships 
But there is another aspect of the 

Galatian situation which deserves atten
tion. In the section 4:12-20, is preserved 
a glimpse into the reciprocal relation
ship which ought to exist between a 
congregation and its leaders; between a 
preacher and his Jleople. 

Church's Attitude 
How should a congregation relate to 

their preacher? On what should their 
attitude be based? 

First, the church's attitude should not 
be determined by the preacher's per
sonal appearance (4:13, 14). He may be 
homely, as tradition tells us Paul was, or 
handsome. He may be physically fit, or 
sickly like Paul when he visited Galatia 
(v. 13). He may be very gifted, or just a 
faithful man with no special brilliance. 
Whatever his appearance, it should not 
be the basis for a church's attitude to
ward him. They should neither flatter 
him because he is attractive, nor despise 
him because he is not. The Galatians 
resisted the temptation to let their atti
tude toward Paul be influenced by his 
personal appearance (v. 14). So should 
congregations today. 

Second, the church's attitude should 
not be determined by private doctrinal 
whims. Paul became an "enemy" to the 
Galatians simply because he stepped on 
their toes with the truth (4:16). Preju
dice, bias, and doctrinaire opinions are 
wrong grounds for endorsing or reject
ing a preacher. 

On the positive side, a congregation's 
attitude toward their preacher should be 
determined by his loyalty to the apos
tolic message (1 :6-9). Certainly, people 
have cause for criticism if their preacher 
is unfaithful to his commission, if he 
does not preach biblically, or is not him
self subject to the apostolic word. But 
when the preacher expounds the word 
of God, a godly congregation will hum
bly receive his message, not criticize it. 
Most churches today could be more 
alert, more humble and more hungry 
in listening to the exposition of God's 
word. 

Preacher's Attitude 
John Calvin wrote, "If ministers wish 

to do any good, let them labor to form 
Christ, not to form themselves, in their 
hearers." Paul says of the Galatians, 
" .•. I am again in travail until Christ be 
formed in you" (4:19). 

The Christian minister should be like 
Paul, not the Judaizers. They were ex
ploiting the brethren for their own ad
vantage (4:17). In their games of ego, 
converts became pawns on the way to 
the top; prestige became more impor
tant than spiritual care. The plain truth 
is, a preacher cannot draw attention to 
both himself and Christ at the same 
time. But he prostitutes his ministry 
when he longs for anything but Christ 
to be formed in his people. 

This passage in Galatians 4:12-20 il
lustrates in the area of personal relation
ships what is written large on the whole 
book of Galatians, viz., that a gospel of 
grace creates churches of grace in whi.ch 
Christians of grace treat each other wath 
grace. To legalistically treat each other 
according to what our "performance" or 
appearance deserves is out of the qu~s
tion within a grace-bought communaty. 

Therefore, what should matter to the 
people is not their preacher's appear
ance, but whether Christ is· speaking 
through him. And what should matter 
to the preacher is not the people's favor, 
but whether Christ is formed in them. 
Only when preacher and congregation 
keep their eyes on Christ will thei~ mu
tual relations keep healthy, profatable 
and pleasing to God. That is because, 
" ... grace and truth came through jesus 
Christ." (John 1 :17), and he alone is the 
focus for faith from beginning to end 
(Heb. 12:2). 
3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 
40514 
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To Fulfill All Righteousness NICK YOUNG 

"let it be so now; it is proper for us 
to do this to fulfill all righteousness" 
(Matt. 3:15). 

Most students of the word will im
mediately recognize the above quota
tion as the statement made by jesus in 
his effort to persuade John to immerse 
him in the Jordan. The question most 
frequently asked about the baptism of 
Jesus involves this statement. What did 
he mean when he said it was proper to 
fulfill all righteousness? What is actually 
involved in this concept? 

Like most who will take the time to 
read this article, I have heard the above 
statement applied in many different 
ways. The other day, however, I ran into 
an idea while reading the book of levi
ticus which brought up a point I had 
never before considered. The longer I 
think on it and the more I study on it, 
the more plausible it seems to be. I now 
believe the baptism of Jesus and the ful
filling of all righteousness is directly as
sociated with his work as our high 

priest. 
The major point of the book of He

brews involves the superiority of the high 
priesthood of Jesus over the high priest
hood of Aaron. The writer makes every 
effort to show that Jesus as a high priest 
was superior to the old Levitical priest
hood both in his qualifications (7:1-28) 
and in his ministry (8:1 0-39). The high 
priesthood of Jesus is one of the richest 
doctrines of the New Testament and at 
the same time one of the least under
stood concepts among our people. This 
may be the reason in part for our fail
ure to associate the high priesthood of 
Jesus with his baptism. 

Under the old system of Moses the 
high priest entered into the most holy 
place every year on the Day of Atone
ment. He alone could enter with the 
blood of a goat and a calf and offer it for 
the sins of the people. Yet, when jesus 
came as a high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek, he did not enter into a 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Wise of This World Do Not Know JAMES D. BALES 

One is not boasting of his own intel
lect when one says one can learn from 
God and his word what the wisest of the 
world, who are untaught in the word, do 
not know and therefore cannot teach. 
David said: "I have more understanding 
than all my teachers; for thy testimonies 
are my meditation. I understand more 
than the aged, because I have kept thy 
precepts" (Ps. 119:99-100). 

This passage came to my mind when 
I read the news account of the death of 
Arthur Koestler who wrote, among other 
things, the influential novel Darkness at 
Noon. This dealt with an old Bolshevik 
who was destroyed by Stalin in one of 
his purges. He wrote 30 books, including 
a trilogy on the mind of man. Arnold 
Toynbee said: "He is the writer who has 
experienced our times as no other has, 
and who has learned more from them." 
He was once a Communist but first
hand acquaintance with it led him to 
oppose it. As a member of Britain's Vol
untary Euthanasia Society (EXIn, he 
wrote the preface to their guide on how 
to commit suicide. He was reported to 
be suffering from Parkinson's disease 
and died at 77, along with his wife, as 
a suicide. She also committed suicide 
according to the press. 

In 1978 he said: "In my 20's, I re
garded the universe as an open book 
full of mathematical formulae. And now 
I regard it as a piece of invisible writ
ing in which we can now and then 
decipher a letter or a word-and then 
it's gone again." (Arkansas Democrat, 
March 4, 1983, p. SA) 

What a sad situation. In spite of his 
vast learning from studying and from 
reflecting on his varied experiences, he 
did not know the answer to the basic 
questions which deal with whether life 
has meaning of any lasting significance. 
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Who am I? Where am I going? What 
ought I do? Does duty exist? What is 
my origin? If we originated in matter, 
created by the motions of matter, we 
are a material being destined to dis
integrate into dust. 

These questions cannot be satisfac
torily answered, they cannot be an
swered so as to bring meaning, real 
meaning, to life, without answering 
them in the light of God, and the will of 
God. The wisdom of the world has de
cided that all questions which can be 
answered can be answered by man's 
intellect unenlightened by divine reve
lation. This is the wisdom of the world 
which knows not God (1 Cor. 1 :20-21), 
and which because it knows not God 
cannot know man. Not knowing God, 
the wise of the world do not know their 
origin or their destiny. They cannot 
know what their duty is. They cannot 
know whether there is any re~J hope in 
life. They cannot know whether their 
origin, their life, and their destiny is of 
any more inherent significance than that 
of a flea. 

The word of God does not answer all 
questions which the wit of man and the 
problems of life raise, but the fundamen
tal questions concerning our origin, duty, 
and destiny are answered. Furthermore, 
we know that if we turn from jesus 
Christ and his revelation of God we 
certainly cannot go to the wise of the 
world to find the significance of life. 
Although some are tempted at times to 
turn back and walk no more with jesus, 
they should realize the significance of 
Peter's statement: "lord, to whom shall 
we go: thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we have believed and know 
that thou art the Holy One of God" 
(John 6:67-69). 

The world is in desperate need of this 

Your Church Bulletin Editor
An Angell ALVIN JENNINGs 

Please do not misunderstand me. I 
would not leave the impression that I 
consider myself a perfect angel. I am 
not a divine spirit being who descends 
frequently from the heavenly realms 
with spec;:ial revelations for man. The 
Greek term "angelos" simply means a 
messenger. There are many different 
kinds mentioned in the Bible, both good 
and bad. 

I represent a kind of angel that no 
one seems to be able to recognize. The 
kind to whom Christians need to be 
alert, Jest they fail to recognize them 
for what they really are. Some of us 
bulletin editors have been so ordinary 
and unsuspecting that even common 
hospitality has often been withheld. We 
hope that we are not considered pre
sumptuous when we say that the kind of 
angels of which jesus spoke to John on 
Patmos seems to describe us. Our par
ticular assignment is to see that every 
member of the church gets important 
messages. 

Knowing it would be hard if not im
possible to ever get all his church to
gether at one time and place in any 
given city, the Lord told John to place a 
book containing seven special letters 
into the care of trusted messengers 
called "angels." There was an angel at 
the church in each of these cities, one 
at Ephesus, at Smyrna, at Pergamum, at 
Thyatira, at Sardis, at Philadelphia, and 
one at Laodicea. In this way, the Lord 
had assurance that his word would get 
to every Christian in every one of the 
seven cities. They could not just call 
everybody together at the church house, 
because there weren't any, and if there 
had been, if it was then like it is today 
in the church, some of the members 
would have been away on vacation or 
fishing or working or sick-or just plain 
unresponsive to the call to assemble. 

It is a matter of biblical and historical 
significance that the church in each city 
in these first centuries customarily as
sembled in several homes ·of its mem
bers. One letter was addressed to "all 
the saints" in the city of Rome, though 
they regularly worshiped in at least half 
a dozen houses or groups (Rom. 16). 

·Have you ever wondered who would 
have received such a letter, accepting 
the responsibility to see to it that all in 
the church could read it? It must have 
been some one known to be committed 
to the task of delivering communications 
to every saint. With this in mind, we can 
appreciate more the responsibility that 
was placed upon the "angel," God's 
special messenger for the local church. 
632 Hillview, Hurst, TX 76053 

Savior with the words of eternal life and 
who is the light of the world. Walking 
in him we walk not in darkness but in 
the light of the answers to life's funda
mental questions (John 8:12). 
707 E. Race, Searcy, AR 72143 
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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 

Evangelism in the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains 

HAROLD 0. PADEN, SR. 

A four-century-old 11hidden people11 are nestled high in 
the Sangre de Cristo mountain range in northern New Mexico 
and southern Colorado. 11Hidden people" is a term used to 
indicate a populated territory unknown to others, especially 
to churches' evangelistic efforts. There are 50 Spanish
American villages and 7 Indian Pueblos (Indians call them
selves 11The People") with a population range from 500 to 
9,000 without a church of our Lord, all within a 75-mile radius 
of Taos. 

These mountains harbor these 11hidden people," who use a 
Spanish dialect, and also purportedly miraculous shrines of 
the secret Penitente sect (half Catholicism and half fanaticism), 
who practice scourgings and crucifixions during Holy Week 
before Easter. This practice gave the mountains their name, 
"The Blood of Christ." 

The dominant factor of the area's history has been a tri
cultural conflict; first, between the Spanish settlers and the 
Indians; then both Indian and Spanish slow adjustment to the 
aggressive Anglo society. New Mexico ranks first in percentage 
of Spanish-American and fourth in Indian population. In the 
five counties of the Sangre de Cristo range, Spanish-Americans 
compose 80% of the population. The state is last in the num
ber of English-speaking population. 

These people lived in almost complete isolation until World 
War II when returning vete·rans from this area brought in new 
ideas other than those traditionally followed. 

History of Evangelistic Effort 
The church dates back to the late 1880's, to an effort of 

brother S. L. Barker. He wrote in the Firm Foundation, june 
18,1891: 

I have traveled on foot, horseback and wagons 1 ,024 
miles, preached in town, country or mining camp ..... 
baptized . . . organized two congregations and re
ceived ... $93.10. 

Unfortunately, the church died with his passing after the 
turn of the century due to the lack of training leadership. 
For the next 35 years, nothing was done in any evangelistic 
endeavor. 

In 1936, Reuel Lemmons and Otis Gatewood held a mission 
gospel meeting. Pete Olevas was baptized. Joe Gomez was 
among the first Spanish-Americans to be baptized in the area. 
He is Pete Olevas' brother-in-law. A few years later, joe 
Gomez started teaching others and preaching as a self-sup
ported evangelist until 1960, when he began receiving sup
port. Over the last 40 years, through his efforts and with the 
help of others, churches were established at Las Vegas, Mora, 
Cleveland, Ojo Feliz, Wagon Mound, Dilia, Eagle Nest, Ancon, 
Penasco, Anton Chico, Blanchard, Springer and Cimarron, all 
on the eastern slopes of the range. Most of these still meet 
each Lord's Day. 

In 1980, Brother Gomez asked the writer to join his efforts 
in training Spanish-American preachers for the area. Having 
been in Italy (a Latin, Catholic culture) for 30 years, somewhat 
qualified me for the challenge. Nineteen other evangelists all 
the way from Albuquerque, Los Alamos and Santa Fe joined 
the effort to train the younger Spanish-American evangelists. 

Each instructor, two of whom have their doctor's degrees, and 
more than half have their M.A. degrees, teach once a month 
to cover the three-year Bible curriculum. The subject matter 
covered all lower level college Bible courses with some upper 
division classes for the advanced ,students. The school facility 
is in the old church building at 8th and Washington in Las 
Vegas, N.M., near Highlands University. Each instructor do
nates his time, effort and expenses. There is no cost to the 
30 students who attend and receive many hours of Bible 
study each semester. Five advanced students are now ready 
to graduate, but are already preaching in several places 
around the area and sharing the preaching in Las Vegas. 

Present'Needs 

1. Strange as it seems, money is not our greatest need. This 
writer wants to be emphatic in underlining the basic and most 
fundamental need is to have some oversight and direction 
given to the work! Churches in the nearby surrounding areas 
and states, with active elders, could assume the oversight of 
one of these young, well-trained, bilingual Spanish-American 
evangelists, to give them encouragement, advice and direc
tion as they work together to develop leadership in indige
nous congregations. They need someone to look to for help 
other than the writer, who does not want to play the role of 
11paternalism." 

In any Latin, Catholic country, it is almost inevitable that 
the church assume the cultural influence of the paternalistic 
society, and if proper New Testament organization is not re
ligiously and scrupulously adhered to, a 11 pastoral system" 
emerges in the congregations! 

These young Spanish-American evangelists understand their 
people better than any other and have no cultural barriers to 
overcome. In some areas, only Spauish-American evangelists 
would be welcome by the population. They have a unique 
responsibility and accept it. 

2. There is another challenge for some church to undertake 
the oversight of Charles Lindsey and his family in their move 
to Taos this summer. The Lindseys will share the workload 
of Taos and teamwork with the writer and his wife. 

Will History Repeat ltselfl 
Brother Gomez is nearly 76 years old now and has given the 

more active years of his life to lay a solid foundation to build 
upon. Will history repeat itself as it did in the 1890's? Will 
this work die again? God forbid! 

God opens up on the horizon new doors of opportunity 
every day in these mountains. There is work going on in two 
villages now to get a regular Bible study started. These are 
Villanueva and Chacon and this work was started at the re
quest of the villagers. A new work has started from zero at 
Pecos. A new building is going up in Penasco. The people are 
asking for help to get out of their 11isms," but just do not 
know how to do it alone. Statistics from churche·s in Albu
querque show that percentage-wise they baptize more Span
ish-American now than Anglo. Vacation Bible Schools are 
being held this summer in a dozen little hamlets where there 
is yet no church. These efforts have been most successful in 
this area for some years. These 11hidden people" are emanci
pating spiritually and are ready to study anytime an evangelist 
passes by! 

If you want to know more about this work, the Taos church 
will send you a packet of information. Please contact Bill 
Vickers, Taos Church of Christ, Box 2091, Taos, NM 87571-
Tel. (505) 758-2325, or Harold 0. Paden, Sr., Rt. 11, Box 
210X-142, Santa Fe, NM 87501-Tel. (505) 455-7997. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves t ime. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin. Texas 78767 

WE OFFER: 
* B.A. Degree in Bible * Emphasis on Evangelism 

I 
*High Academi c Standards 

* Credit Transferable * Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Me n & Wome n 

I I want to know more l aboullnternatlonal Bible College 

I 
I 
: NAME AGE -

l • oORESS 
I i CilY ______ _____ _ 

I 
l STATE ZIP----- -

1 
l PHONE - - - - --- - ---- ~ ------------
~ •• ,. •• "'Q" schooo Q<>o•••••• ,9_ g:~~ClF OF ADM ISSIONS! 

1 [. CATALOG P.~ Box IBC 
1 Florence, A L 35630 
1 [. APPu c • TION 1-800-982-4807 or 1 
1 1-205-766-6610 1-----~ 

~-----------------------------~ 



OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE 
(Continued from page 4) 

day of the present. 
The world is hungry for a word, a 

command, a gospel tllat will pull life to
gether. Through Jesus Christ, God has 
provided that word. It is the word which 
we can obey. It is the word which calls 
us into the life of abiding in the Lord. 
It is the word which invites us to be a 
part of the Vine. When Jesus says "apart 
from me you can do nothing" he is not 
speaking of exclusion-he is giving his 
word of welcome: 'As I live in my Father, 
as I abide in my Father, so you can live 
and abide in me-thus, you can know 
the joy of obedience.' 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 
95678 

--~o---

"MY WORD OF EXHORTATION" 
(Continued from page 3) 

offers for the spokesman of God a bibli
cal model for preaching. We who speak 
for God should attempt to increase the 
effectiveness of our pulpits through ex
hortation. Tandem studying on the place 
of emotions in gospel preaching and 
learning what moves the affections of 
our audience will prove to be very bene
ficial. 

May we develop the ability and cour
age to say to our people just as the 
author of the book of Hebrews said to 
his people, "I appeal to you, brethren, 
bear with my word of exhortation." 
Box 187, Sharon, TN 38255 

AUun.. Cl.risto.n Undergraduate 
C I / (D I & Graduate 
Jcnoo o 1\etigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A .• B.S .. M.A., M.Th. 
Full Scholarships Availablo For Full Ttme Students on Mam Campus 

Gl Approved. Olf Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

COME WITH US 
Literary Englanf!l 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901·683·1678 

JAIL-PRISON EVANGELIST 
NEEDED 

t" head up a progressive prison ministry 
in the Leavenworth/Kansas City area. 
This is a WORKING ministry that re
quires FULL attention. Send resume to 
Jim Trotter, c/o church of Christ, 6000 
Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo., 64133, 
Ph. (816} 358-1386; Or to Bill Cross
man c/o P.O. Box 497, Leavenworth, 
Ks., 66048, Ph. (913) 682-6163. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
It is not well known that there are literally hundreds of 

sermons, classes, lectures, seminars, etc., now available 
on video tape at low cost, including many of the finest 
preachers and teachers in the country. 

In order to encourage churches and individuals to build 
their own video tape libraries, Christian Video Service has 
reduced the purchase price of video tapes. Now, for only 
$15 above the rental fee, a video tape can be purchased 
(2-6 presentations per tape; rental is $5. each). 

For full details, including an up-to-date catalog, send $2. 
to CVS, Box 4174, Lancaster, CA 93539. (The $2. will be ap
plied to the first order.) 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial, growing outreach work now 
seek a mature, experienced evangelist to grow with them to a 
fullness in Christ. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
time to an evangelistic thn1st akin to that described in I Cor. 
9: 16-22? Would you be challenged by an opportunity to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4: 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2: 1-2, 24-25? Would you like to take your tum with the con
gregation's other men to nourish the flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer "yes·· to these questions. please submit your re-
sume. curriculum vitae. and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

ANNOUNCING: 
18th Annual 

HASKEll SINGING SCHOOl 
July 11-16,1983 

Haskell, Texas 

Cost: 
Tuition .............................................. $ 45.00 
Room & Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00 
Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Holland L. Boring, Sr. Director; Assistant teachers: Bob Cannel, 
Holland Boring, Jr., Paul Epps, Bill Cox, and Bob Simpson. 

Under the Oversight of the Elders 
Haskell Church of Christ 

510 North Ave. E Haskell, Texas 79521 
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TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS 

(Continued from page 8) 

tabernacle made by man; he entered 
the true sanctuary in which God resides 
forever, heaven itself. Jesus did not en
ter every year with the blood of ani
mals; instead he entered once for all 
times and for all people with his own 
blood. The Son of God became both 
sacrifice and sacrificer and as a resu It 
of the perfect nature of both, the perfec
tion that was impossible with Aaron be
came a reality with Christ. These facts 
are clearly revealed in God's word and 
ought to be well known by each 
disciple. 

The truth that ties the high priesthood 
of Christ together with- his baptism is 
found not in New Testament writings, 
but in the Old. "The Lord said to Moses: 
Tell your brother Aaron not to come· 
whenever he chooses into the Most Holy 
Place behind the curtain in front of the 
atonement cover on the ark, or else he 
will die, because I appear in the cloud 
over the atonement cover. This is how 
Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: 
with a young bull for a sin offering and 
a ram for a burnt offering. He is to put 
on the sacred linen tunic, with linen 
undergarments next to his body; he is 
to tie the linen sash around him and put 
on the linen turban. These are sacred 
garments; so he must bathe himself with 
water before he puts them on" (lev. 
6:2-:4). Notice the last twelve words 11SO 
he must bathe himself with water before 
he puts them on." Before the high priest 
Aaron could put on the sacred garments 
and enter into the ·most holy place to 
minister for the people, he first had to 
bathe himself. Likewise jesus before he 
could take up the tasks and ministries 
as our high priest had to engage in the 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN ManaSiry works walh faalllful c:ongregaloons of lhe 
cllurclles of Cllrasl whose members on molilary onslallalions 
WOftdwlde are wailing lo help your loved ones - as IIIey have 
helped wall! 11111 spinlual and physical needs of lllousands of 
ofllers dunng 11111 pasl lave years. This se,.,ac:e as free! 

Sene! '\&me, complete address. phone and maiUary installation, 
and spiritual condition. if known along with your name and ad· 
dress 1o· 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 {~· 
West Monroe, Louisiana 71291 

AmerieaD MiUtary EvaageUziag Natiou 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

.1. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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true washing of which Aaron's was only Note to subscribers: Please glve your old 
a ceremonial type. Though Christ had address as well as your new address when 
no impurities from which he needed to you move. 
be cleansed, he was, nevertheless, obli
gated to fulfill all righteousness, which 
he did in the Jordan River over nineteen 
centuries ago. In fulfilling all righteous
ness, his ministry as our high priest was 
therefore permitted and in this way 
jesus became for sinners all that he was 
meant to be in the mind of God. Though 
many wonderful truths can be learned 
from the baptism of Jesus, the primary 
reason for his immersion was to open 
the way for his ministry as our great 
high priest. Let us thank God indeed 
that he did indeed fulfill all righteous
ness. 

2625 Lindberg Rd., Anderson, IN 46012 

YELLOWSTONE-GRAND TETON 
FAMILY WEEK SLATED FOR JULY 

The fourth annual Yellowstone-Grand 
Teton Family Encampment will have 
Jack Exum, Royston, Georgia, as one of 
the featured speakers july 17-21. 

The 1983 theme is 11The Abundant 
Life" and ten major speakers from across 
the nation will be there for the campers. 
These include: Stafford North, jimmy 
Wood, Stanley Sayers, Roy H. Lanier Jr., 
Hugo McCord, Maxie Boren, Glen Crow, 
Lon Jones, and Bobby Rowley. 

Contact: Roy H. Lanier Jr., Box 27312, 
Denver, CO 80227, 303/979-9499. 

For further information, contact the 
Director, james Rich, 1230 W. 2nd St., 
Meridian, ID. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 615/865-0818 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition-
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Mem!Jhis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-88 1 or 324·0120 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
time minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry 1 Church of 
Christ 1 824 W. Pipeline Rd. 1 

Hurst, Texas 76053. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 

WANTED 
Men who will train for 2 years with view toward preaching. 

NO TUITION • LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS 
FULL TIME SCHOOL • ESTABLISHED 1969 

Qualified for Veterans Benefits Non-Discrimnatory 

CONSERVATIVE-SOUND FACULTY 
B. C. CARR, DIREOOR 

Business Phone 813-683-4043 Home Phone 813-688-5949 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 24, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN .#503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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CENTRAL TEXAS~ __ 
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'- ~ ~--= EVANGELISM WORKSHOP 

Murray Street Church of Christ 

P.O. Box227 
Rockdale, TX, 76560 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or c:ongrcaation• •eeldnir premc:hers. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

Associate minister, age 33 seeking full time work as 
pulpit minister or associate minister. Present work In· 
eludes preaching, Bible class teacher, youth activities 
co-ordinator, educational department head, radio work, 
Bible camps, and community service. Full resume, ref
erences, etc., available on request. (405) 223-9636 or 
(405) 223-7529. Jay Plank, Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
••approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT ROOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1506 S. Trim· 
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N. J- Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635;...·::.;26~8;.:;8:,.... ==-.,....,...,---=,........,--==---=== 
BREWER. MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA A«JHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, Callfol'nl'a 941S88 
James w. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW VfORSWP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Chureh of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746:~·--------~==~~~~==~~~--------------------

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Enp:lewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evanp:ellst 
DENVER. COLORADO 802.28 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
rare staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI8LES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~omery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUitiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. lt a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph~ 344-3760 
Retirement Approachingl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ.. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ.. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave.. 
U.S. 400 EnRt OppoRite K-Hart. Office 4'1'1'-
52n. Dobby Wade, Hln. 47'8-40S8. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full time pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory L. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, IL 62S21; 
(217) 422-0143 or (217) 423-6218. 
Established New England congregation In desperate 
need of full time preacher with out&ide support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
Wanted: Youth Minister to coordinate Bus Ministry 
and Education. Five bus routes presently bringing about 
125 on Sunday A.M. and Wednesday P.M. Central 
Church of Christ, 2200 McDowell Road, VIncennes, 
Indiana 47591. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "'E." 
3t. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 79n-231 1. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. 
My name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
In Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work In the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If Interested call 417-876-4256. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Gospel preacher needed by a small congregation in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada to work together with 
Brian and Betty (Donop) Garnett. This Is a new work 
(six years old) with great potential. Partial support 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentvllle, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
Immediate Opening-Woman's Counselor, Westgate 
Church of Christ. Mail resume to: Tom Garner, 6460 
Westgate Dr., Beaumont, TX 77706, 409/860-3400. 
Preacher available anytime after June 1. Graduate of 
Sunset School of Preaching. Over 9 years, full-time 
preaching. Age 41. Married with 6 children. Contact 
Joe D. Mitchell, 1024 Somonauk St., Sycamore, II. 
60178 (815) 895-4867. 
Ohio Valley College needs two Instructors beginning 
in the Fall, 1983-one to teach chemistry and physics, 
and one to teach mathematics and to direct the Intra
mural program. Any qualified Christian interested In 
this work should contact Dr. Charles Aebl, Vice Presi
dent for Academic Affairs, Ohio Valley College, Col
lege Parkway, Parkersburg, WV 26101 (304) 485-7384. 
Retired college teacher, age 62, with 42 years preach
ing experience, desires to relocate, preferably In Cen
tral or South Texas. Would rather help small, ambitious 
congregation unable to support full-time preacher. 
Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. 
(704) 488-6369. 
HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain States Children's 
Home who can love, counsel with, care for, and have 
understanding for six to eight neglected and de
pendent children. Houseparents must be a dedicated, 
mature, and stable couple In this child care ministry. 
MSCH is situated on 155 acres along the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountain front range. Salary, living expenses, 
transportation for Home business, and other fringe 
benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, Super
intendent, P.O. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. Tele
phone (303) 776-6841. 
Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has Immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit Inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
OFF-SET PRINTING EQUIPMENT: A.M. 1250, prints 
11" x 17". State King Camera (self contained). NuArc 
N7SO Platemaker. Verltype, 25 different styles of type. 
Valued at $6,000.00. Make offer. M and J Bible Publi· 
cations, 540 Plantation Road, Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
Phone 305/453-0722. 
The Church in Estes Park, Colo. is seeking a full time 
minister to work with the congregation in seeking and 
saving the lost. Please send resume to the church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 729, Estes Park, Co. 80517. For addi
tional Information you may call Don Chaffin at 303-586-
4003 or Hulon Webb at 303-586-6737. 
Domestic missionary, on site two years, has half sup
port, seeking more. Good work. Planning to stay. 
Rhys Thomas, 506 N. Linn, Fayette, MO 65248. 
Missionary family returning (July/Aug.). 19 yrs. In 
France & England. Desire preaching and/or teaching. 
Preaching 30 yrs •. Exp. pers. worker. Good refs. More 
conservative than Margaret Thatcher! M.A. Th.D. candi
date. Prov. 31-wife and daughter (16) at home. Pre
fer warm climate like Ariz. Age 57. Walk with canes. 
H. B. Frank, Jr., 3 Waverley Rd., Lowton, Warrington 
WA3 2HE England. Tel. (0942) 711756. 
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THE 1984 WORLD'S FAIR will be held in this 128-acre site on 
the banks of the Mississippi in New Orleans, where the ships 
of the world will bring people right up to the door of the 
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ideal spot in the enti re fair area for a cente r for presentmg 
the gospel to the non-churched of the world who wi ll throng, 
22,000,000, through these g rounds. Watch for plans and 
particulars. 
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The ·19B3 European Lectureship 

For three years now we have been trying to focus 
attention· upon the need for a renewed effort to plant 
churches· in Europe. A great surge of activity followed 
World War II, and then gradually the missionary force 
came home, financial considerations became acute, and 
interest in saving souls in· Europe waned. We would like 
to encourage churches everywhere to take a new look 
at Europe and to make a determined effort to beef up 
our forces there. 

We have found, through the Pan-American lecture
ship, that if we can get American church leaders to go 
look at the fields they will become interested in sending 
people there to preach the gospel. Only 20 short years 
ago there were fewer missionaries south of the Rio 
Grand~ River than you could count on your fingers. Now 
every country has churches, and teams of workers are 
busy in almost every large city in latin America. The 
Pan-American lectureship isn't directly responsible for 
it all, but, as any one conversant with the facts will tell 
you, almost all those who are in latin America, or have 
been there and returned, were influenced either di
rectly or indirectly by the Pan-American lectureship. 

Now, such a lectureship is being promoted in Europe. 
Past sessions have had a marked effect on interest in the 
continent. We are already beginning to turn the tide. 
It is to be fervently hoped that the next 20 years will 
see a great flood of gospel preachers working in the 
heart of the country where the great Protestant Reforma
tion began. 

Although the great Reformers had, and taught, many 
doctrinal errors that we would not agree with, we owe 
a lot more to Martin luther, John Calvin, and others 
like them than we realize. Had it not been for their 
heroic work we would have had little or no chance of 
ever knowing the truth. 

The Protestant Reformation swept through Europe and 
burned out. The church may do the same in our own 
land. Now Europe is predominantly a religious vacuum. 
A hundred times more atheism is preached than "Chris
tianity." Europe is by no means a fertile field, but there 
are many there who could be reached with the gospel 
if we would put forth the effort to reach them. 

Don Daughtry, 9, rue Hedouin, 92190 Meudon, France 
is responsible primarily for putting together this year's 
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program which will be conducted in Strassburg, near 
the Austrian border, August 3-7. 2,000 Christians from 
every country in Europe are expected and arrangements 
have been completed to care for that many. The fellow
ship through five days will give European Christians an 
opportunity to know each other. lectures will be pre
sented in five languages simultaneously through trans
lators. 

Following the lectureship a short, one-week tour of 
Germany and Switzerland has been arranged for those 
who desire it. Others will be free to spend time with 
people in Europe at their leisure. Those who tour Ger
man·y and Switzerland will return to Paris via the 175-
mile-per-hour bullet train for return to the states on or 
about August 12. 

Plans have been made for the group to travel together 
and information can be obtained by contacting liv
ingston Travel, Inc., 321 W. Church St., livingston, Texas 
(phone 713-327-3111) or by contacting us here at the 
Firm Foundation. 

We would strongly urge churches that have men work
ing in Europe to send two or three elders to meet with 
them in Strassburg for a week. Other churches that are 
concerned with an opportunity to help preach the gos
pel somewhere would do well to send someone to look 
at Europe. Very seldom, if ever, would they have an op
portunity to meet with Christians from every nation in 
Europe all in one place and in one week. 

It is time that we go back into the heart of the country 
that spawned the great Protestant Reformation and 
preach the simple gospel of Christ. The kind of people 
who heard then would hear again today. We might 
change the course of history like they changed the 
course of history. It's worth trying. Is there any good rea
son why you should not take a look at Europe? 

ON TAKING ADVANTAGE Of OUR OPPORTUNITIES 

Smart people always take advantage of opportunities. 
It isn't a good sign when they don't. Beginning next 
Monday (June 6) the Foundation School of Church 
Music will have its· annual session, training young men 
for 50 years or more of service to the church. Churches 
that take advantage of the opportunity will reap the 
benefits. Send us your young men and we will send you 
back some church leaders. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Who Has the Right To Block the Lord's Work? 
TERRY NORTHCUTT 

Some visionary, intuitive soul perceived a specific spiritual 
l~nging in the hearts of a certain segment of society and de
VIsed a well planned, creative way to help reach this group. 
little did he realize that when he approached the leadership, 
he would be put off repeatedly. Only because of his zealous 
persistence was he finally given a definite answer. 

"While your idea seems to have great merit and would no 
doubt be more productive than our present efforts," the 
leaders nervously responded, "it is so different from our nor
mal routine that some of our weaker brethren would be so 
offended that they would either leave our fellowship or at 
least try to cause a problem. According to Romans 14:13, we 
cannot put a stumbling block in our weak brethren's way. 
Thanks, anyway, for your idea." 

The. tragedy ~f this story is that it is true in so many con
gregations!. Wh1le l~aderships claim an interest !n saving souls, 
many are m ~ctuallty far more concerned with simply pre
ventmg any disturbance. The cost to maintain this control is 
of no consequence, nor is the frustration of concerned work
ers, or even the salvation of lost souls. 

Assum.ing that the above objection was offered in sincerity 
and not JUSt as a put-off by the leadership, the question must 
be raised as to its validity. There are at least three issues that 
must be determined before answering the question. First, do 
we have the right to reject a method simply because a weak 
brother doesn't like it or understand it? Second, how should 
the leadership react if someone threatens to leave the church 
or tries to split the church if- a new or innovative endeavor 
is ventured? Third, do Paul's instructions in Romans 14 speak 
to this problem? 

Does one person have the right to demand that some 
method or program be disallowed because, in his words, it 
would "offend his conscience"? In Acts 15, many jewish 
Christians were insisting that Gentile converts be circumcised. 
The apostles and elders, however, disagreed. Why? Such a 
measure would have been counterproductive to the body, 
both present and future. The salvation of souls yet to be won 
had to take priority over the mixed-up scruples of sincere but 
faulty-thinking brethren. 

How should the leadership react when it is threatened with 
the loss of a family, or with an attempt to split the church 
over ~e-thods that are by their very nature, neutral morally 
and sp1ntually? More often than not, leaderships will buckle 
to the slightest objection if vocal enough, knowing the silent 
majority of dedicated workers will cooperate no matter what 
is decided, even if they are frustrated beyond measure by 
the vacillation of their leaders. 

How do we understand Romans 14 as it pertains to this 
issue? It speaks to the problem of making moral judgments 
which affect a Christian's personal relationship with God. It 
must be noted that there is a vast difference between object-

ing to a different methodology (whether it deals with evan
gelizing the lost or strengthening the body), and being in
fluenced to violate our conscience because of someone else's 
example of behavior. 

Like it or not, congregations rise and fall with their leader
ship. Consider then, the following suggestions for leaderships 
to overcome this debilitating ploy of Satan which stifles ef
fective evangelism and edification. 

Make an in-depth study of every area of work at least 
annually to determine what is effective by God's standards 
and what is cumbersome window dressing. If a work needs a 
minor tune-up, adjust it. 

If an endeavor is judged to need a major overhaul or com
plete scrapping, consider all possibilities. Inform the congre
gation of the situation. Ask for their suggestions. (If more 
leaderships were not afraid of losing some of their authority 
by asking for the opinions of the members, they might be 
amazed by the number of positive, beneficial suggestions they 
would receive!) 

Determine the benefits and drawbacks of each possible 
solution. Discuss the results of your deliberations with the 
congregation, getting their feedback to each option, both 
positive and negative. 

Make a decision based on what is in the best interests of 
evangelism and edification from God's viewpoint, even if a 
few strongly object that it violates their personal scruples. Be 
sure to tell the ·congregation not only what decision was 
made, but why. This will preclude many objections. 

Thank the congregation for their input. This lets them know 
that you value their ideas and will generate congregational 
cooperation not only for the project in question, but future 
ones as well. 

If someone comes with objections after a decision has been 
announced and explained, listen carefully. 

If anyone refuses to be educated and threatens to leave 
the congregation, suggest a nearby congregation. If he takes 
your suggestion to heart, you have been blessed by the loss 
of a trouble maker. 

If anyone refuses to listen to reason, but instead of leaving, 
tries to undermine the leadership or split the congregation, 
read Titus 3:9-11 to him, and warn him that you will carry 
it out if he forces you to do so. Keep your word if pressed. 
It will take only one such example to cause all future de
liberate trouble makers to think twice before acting on their 
complaints! 

Christ's work of reaching the lost and sustaining the saved 
is simply too important to allow a few strong-willed, biblically 
ignorant or unconcerned people to keep the church ineffec
tive and unproductive simply for the sake of their traditions 
and misguided scruples. 

Box 227, Rockdale, TX 76567 
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Comments on Being Too Dogmatic 
BASIL 0. SWEATT 

Suppose that a teacher were to err in the bold statements 
made before the class. Would it be better that his error be on 
the "conservative" side than on the "liberal" side? Or, would 
they be equally offensive in God's sight? 

Is there a danger that teachers sometimes present ideas in 
such a m~nner that students feel intimidated? Is this a good 
way to stimulate students to search for truth? 

The following statement appears in a recent brotherhood 
publication which is intended for Bible class teachers: 

The test of genuine Christianity is obedience to the 
law, the whol~ law, and nothing but the law. Unfaithful
ness is manifested by disobedience to specific instruc
tions. 

The Bible is clear concerning God's attitude toward obedi
ence versus rebelliousness. There is a problem, however, 
with dogmatic statements such as the one quoted above. It 
will be obvious to the thoughtful person that the statement is 
too broad to be definitive, and certainly is not all-inclusive 
When statements such as this one are made with a great 
deal of force, they can result in unwholesome submissive
ness, or even in resentment. 

There are at least three factors which should be examined 
as they relate to the statements. 

Definition of the law, the whole law, and nothing but the 
law. For such a statement to be meaningful in the lives of 
individuals, there should be a clear statement of law. Can a 
person keep it with care unless it is clearly codified? Does the 
Bible give such a codification to Christians? Most individuals 
would say that it does not. There is no codification as there 
was for the jews. Instead, the New Testament Scriptures ap
pear to describe the results to be achieved in the lives of 
Christians. While it is true that there are some specific re
quirements, there appears to be a large area of life in which 
the Christian is expected to exercise his senses in the develop
ment of values and motivations of life. 

When Jesus gave a preview of what the judgment will be 
like, he did it not in terms of obedience to the law, but in 
terms of sensitivity and ministry to the helpless (Matt. 25:31-
46). Can anyone read this section and interpret it as "obedi
ence to the law, the whole law, and nothing but the law"? 

When James described genuine religion, he, too, did it in 
terms of ministering to the needs of the unfortunate, and of 
purity of thoughts and actions (James 1 :27). Is this mere law
keeping; or does it involve some deeper aspects of life? 

Is there something deeper than mere law-keeping which 
God wants in the lives of his people? Surely there is: lives 
guided and motivated by love-love for God and for fellow 
mankind (Mark 12:28-34). just the mere fact that a person 
obeys does n9t necessarily mean that he also loves; some
times he resents the authority which he must obey. 

Is there a difference in obeying the law and in fulfilling 
the law? The point of this question is to suggest that it is 
conceivable that one may obey the law, and yet not achieve 
that which the law intended. There is reason to believe that 
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when God gave the law of th'e Old Testament that he may 
have had in mind something to do with the kind of indi
viduals his people would be-the relationship they would 
have with him, and how they would treat other people. 
~hen Jesus fulfilled the law, was it a matter of merely 

bemg careful to obey each point? Most likely he meant that 
his life exemplified the results which the law was intended 
to achieve. Wasn't jesus, in fact, saying that we could look at 
his life and see what God had in mind for mankind? 

The apostle Paul had this to say: " ... and if there be any 
other commandment, it is summed up in this word, namely, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbor; love, therefore is the fulfillment of the law" 
~Ro~. 13:8-10). These passages appear to get at something 
m hfe far deeper than mere compliance with the law. 

Does a right relationship with God come through keeping 
the law, or by grace through faith? It is clear that the "genuine 
Christianity" which is the subject of this discussion must 
necessarily have to do with eternal salvation which is based 
upon a right relationship with God. Does obedience to the law 
result in that right relationshrip? (Rom. 3-19-27) Paul indi
cates that our response to the sacrificial death of jesus Christ 
has an important bearing upon that right relationship with 
God. 

Zealous though they were, the Pharisees didn't please God 
with their law-keeping. Notice the kind of people it made of 
them: not the loving, sensitive people that God desired; but 
the hard-hearted, rebellious characters who crucified the Lord. 
Compare the kind of persons who were portrayed by Jesus 
in his story of the two men who went up to pray. 

Genuine Christianity is concerned with more than law
keeping, and unfaithfulness may be related to a great deal 
more than just disobedience. 

Individuals must come to know the reason why they need 
God, and the extent to which they need him. The news of 
Christ's sacrificial death and his triumphant resurrection makes 
a difference in the lives of sensitive individuals when they 
come to understand that this is their only avenue to God. The 
gospel is good news in relation to their understanding of their 
need. When individuals understand and appreciate the cross 
of Christ, obedience is no longer the problem. With under
standing, and appreciation, and love, they submit to every 
desire of their Lord. The reverse is not necessarily true. just 
because a person "obeys the gospel" does not necessarily 
mean that he becomes the kind of person God wants. The 
evidence of this is clear when one looks at the dropout prob
lem which almost every congregation has. 

Genuine Christianity and faithfulness are not necessarily 
gauged by obedience to the law. This is not to say that one 
should neglect his obedience to Christ; but it is to say that 
our gauge should include some additional criteria such as 
love, values, and motives, justice and mercy (some of which, 
Christ once referred to as weightier matters). 

Freed Hardeman College, Henderson, TN 38340 
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Servants That Became Rulers CECIL HOOK 

There are three servants that have be
come our masters, yea, four came to 
serve God's people and stayed to rule. 
Thes~ servants that betrayed us are (1) 
the Sunday School, (2) the paid minis
try, (3) the church building, and (4) the 
budget. 

Good and expedient devices and 
methods can be used in accomplishing 
our spiritual objectives. These devices 
and methods, however, should serve our 
needs rather than takin~ over individual 
responsibility, limiting mdividual initia
tive, or becoming a yoke upon our 
necks. These four servants have violated 
the trust we placed in them. 

1. The Sunday School. I can recall as a 
child when Bible classes came to our 
area. Many sincere disciples thought it 
sinful to d1vide the assembly in order to 
teach. Most congregations added classes 
anway, and the system developed to the 
extent that many sincere disciples con
sider it a sin not to attend the classes. 

I suppose a fellow has lived too long 
when he lives from the time that it is 
wrong to attend classes to the time that 
it is wrong not to attend them. 

Bible classes were or~anized to sup
plement home and individual teaching 
They were an aid to the parent. But 
gradually, through our undiscerning pro
motion of them, they took over tfie re
sponsibility of the home. Most Christian 
homes, I fear, have no regular teaching. 
If parents shift the responsibility to the 
church, the class is no longer a servant
the supplement; it becomes the ruler 
in the child's spiritual education. And 
wht:n the church program seems inef
fective, the parent can complain, "The 
church is not doing enough for my 
child," and can change to another con
gregation that has a greater youth pro
gram. 

God's routh program is the family, 
his schoo is the home, and his teachers 
are the parents. If parents take ten 
minutes a day in reading, teaching, pray
ing, and interacting spiritually with their 
children, they will accomplish much 
more than perfect attendance in the 
church program can do. 

Parental teaching makes spirituality a 
part of real life. Otherwise, we impress 
on our children that religion is in an
other realm-in a church building, only 
with church peope, in a holy King James 
Version sort of language, needing pro
fessionals, who often employ an un
natural preacher tone. But the home is 
where the daily life is, and parental 
interaction makes it practical. It makes 
religion daily life centered rather than 
weekly I semi-weekly and church cen
tered. And parents can better adapt the 
training to the needs of the individual 
child. 

It would be hard to re-establish the 
practice of this parental responsibility, 
but it wasn't easy to build the Bible 
class system to take over the responsi
bility. If we will spend only a fraction 
of the effort, time, emphasis, and money 
to re-establish parental teaching as we 

have done to enthrone and maintain the 
class system, it will be accomplished. 
Then classes can become servants again. 

2. Paid Ministry. If we are not to muz
zle the ox-the elder who labors in 
preaching and teaching-but consider 
that "The laborer deserves his wages" (1 
Tim. 5:17f), then the validity of a paid 
ministry is established. Such occupa
tional service enlarges and supplements 
the labors of others. Corporately, the 
disciples may accomplish what they can
not do individually. But the individual 
responsibility comes first. When the in
dividual responsibility is surrendered to 
the church program, then the servant 
has become the master. 

In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul affirms the 
right of supported evangelists, but the 
great apostle and evangelist showed us 
a preferred way by being a tentmaking 
evangelist. 

Our movement began and thrived with 
few church-supported ministers. Elders 
and other capable persons taught and 
e~ified the congreg.ations. Support was 
g1ven to the evangelists more commonly. 
Gradually, the emphasis was shifted and 
support for evangelism was supplanted 
by support for the ministry. Many of us 
still call ourselves evangelist/ preachers, 
but pur primary function is to minister 
to the saved. Ministry has gained priority, 
and only after the ministry is satisfied 
do we. generally consider supporting 
evangelism. 

The minister has become essential. No 
congregation is thought to have a chance 
of success without a paid professional. A 
small congregation will scream nation
wide for help to support a minister to 
save it from doom and to promise it 
prosperity. A formal pulpit message is 
considered a necessity twice each Sun
day. There are countless non-professional 
ministers who are qualified and willing 
to serve the pulpits of churches through
out our nation, but they are not used 
because they are not professionals. The 
preaching talents of men are bid for in 
salary lil<e star athletes while the mis
sion fields go begging. 

The teacher's role is not quite as im
portant today as it was in New Testa
ment times. The message was in Spirit
directed men then. The extant scriptures 
had to be read and taught to the il
literate public. Now most everyone has 
a Bible and can read it for himself, and 
he has literature, tapes, films, video, 
radio, and television to help him. Our 
pulpit method has become institu
tionalized. 

We think to improve the work of the 
congregation by supporting men for all 
the ministries-youth, education, jail, 
single, aged, personal, evangelism, coun
seling, secretarial work, janitorial work, 
and so forth-these are fine as long as 
they supplement and aid the efforts of 
the members of the body. But the ser
vant easily becomes the master as the 
individuals relinquish tneir work to those 
paid to do it. Services rendered by hired 
personnel cannot convey personal love 

"S" Stands for . .. DICK ROOT 

My eyes caught it immediately! As my 
wife put the peanut butter into our 
shopping cart, my eyes focused on the 
top and memories began to flood into 
my mind. 

That big beautiful "S." Superman wore 
it. A man sent by his father to earth. A 
man who saved lives, helped in times of 
trouble, and loved mankind. How I 
wanted to be like him. I could really help 
my fellow human with superpowers. 

But as I grew I found out Superman 
was nothing but a myth. What a dis
appointment to find out that I wanted to 
be like a man that never really lived. I 
realized that it was time for me to grow 
up. 

Then it happened! I met another man 
who wore an "S." He too was sent by his 
Father to earth to help his fellow man. 
Superman felt no pain, this man did. 
Superman was always popular, this man 
wasn't. Superman is a myth and this 
man isn't. Superman stood for truth, jus
tice and the American way. This man 
stands for truth, justice, and his Father's 
way. This man came to help us in such 
a way that Superman and all his power 
could never help us. This man came to 
save us from sin. This man is jesus Christ 
our Savior. He is alive and real and loves 
us. I want to be like him. Yes, our "S" 
stands for the Savior of the world. Do 
you know him? 
529 Minnesota Ave., McComb, MS 39648 

and discipleship like those rendered 
through personal initiative. The members 
hire these professionals to do their work 
and, when the program does not thrive, 
the professional is replaced by one who 
offers ~reater promise, even if a hisher 
salary 1s needed to get him. The vanous 
gifts in the body are smothered and the 
function as a body becomes sluggish. 

I realize fully that I am undermining 
my own life-long work by what I am 
writing. The professional ministry has 
become ruler in my lifetime. I have 
helped to develop the problem and I 
am now willing to help to solve it. 

Any claims that the church cannot 
thrive without a paid ministry were dis
proved in our movement in the last 
century, and are disproved today by the 
Mormons who, without paid personnel, 
are growing faster and larger than we 
are. 

3. The Church Building. There is no 
mention of church-owned property in 
the New Testament writings, and secular 
writers mention them early in the third 
century. Some place to meet is neces
sary, whether the church owns or rents 
the building or meets in private quar
ters. The building serves a need, but this 
servant has raised from its obscure be
ginning to become a tyrant, ruling many 
congregations with a strangle hold. 

Many of us can remember when our 
buildings were cracker boxes, causing us 
to develop an inferiority complex al:lout 
our buildings. So it is more a matter of 
pride than wisdom that moved us to put 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Romans 4 and 14 

Grace and 0 pinion 
The Problem 

When Paul wrote to the Christians at 
Rome, they apparently had a problem 
with church unity. He devoted a chapter 
and a half to the question of Christian 
brothers judging and despising one an
~ther. Oth~r parts o"f the "practical sec
tron" (chapters 12 and following) of the 
book of Romans have a bearing on this 
ql!estion: ~he instr~ction for each to 
thmk of hrmself wrth sober judgment 
and to use the gifts God has given him 
and the admonition to Jove one another. 
Some have thought that Paul was writ
ing a treatise on Christian doctrine, with 
a practical section tacked on to the end. 
But it would seem rather that he was 
writing to admonish the Romans to get 
along together, and since he had never 
been there, found it necessary to lay the 
foundation teachings in the first 11 
chapters. 

The Roman Christians were having 
disputes among themselves as to 
whether or not it was right to eat meat, 
or to drink wine, or to observe special 
holy days. These arguments had led 
those who thought such things were 
wrong to judge ttiose who thought they 
were permissible. On the other hand, 
those who thought such things were 
acceptable showea their scorn for those 
who said they were wrong. Paul coun
ters these arguments by showing that the 
only way anyone will be saved is through 
Jesus Christ. The fact is that no one is 
perfect and no one is going to be saved 
because he does everything right. Per
haps your brother is wrong about some 
"issue." But he is not going to be saved 
by being right on the "issues." He is 
going to be saved by God forgiving his 
sins through the blood of jesus. Because 
of this Paul can write, "The Lord is able 
to make him stand" (14:4), even though 
he may be wrong. In this time of trouble 
over the "issues," we need once again 
to hear the apostle's teaching. 

The Foundation 
Paul begins his line of reasoning by 

showing that all men, whether they be
lieve in the one God or not-Jews or 
Gentiles, have sinned and are under 
God's wrath. Toward the end of this sec
tion (1:18-3:20), he charges that "all 
men, both Jews or Greeks, are under 
the power of sin, as it is written: None is 
righteous, no not one" (3:9, 10). No one 
has been able to keep God's Jaw, so it 
cannot save anyone. Rather the Jaw 
serves the purpose of letting us know we 
have sinned. But in this last age a way 
has been shown how to be right with 
God even if we can't keep God's law. 
That way is that God himself declares us 
right with him as a gift, based on the 
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redemption that is found in Christ jesus 
due to his atoning blood. This gift is 
offered to all men, since all men have 
sinned; but it must be received by faith. 
And so a person is declared righteous 
by faith, or, as we more usually say, 
justified by faith. 

Justification by Faith 
_What does it mean to be justified by 

farth? Paul explains that idea in chapter 
4. Now the reader needs to understand 
that "to be justified" and "righteous
ness" are similar words in Greek: 
dikaiothenai and dikaiosune. This is the 
language of the lawcourts, where a per
son is declared guilty or "righteous" (d. 
Luke 23:47). How can I be declared 
"righteous" by God on the day of judg
ment, when I, like other men, have 
sinned? Paul's answer is that God counts 
my faith as righteousness. He takes the 
example of Al:iraham, whose faith, scrip
ture says, was counted or "reckoned as 
righteousness." The Greek word logi
zomai, translated "counted," "reck
oned," or "imputed," was used as an 
accounting term. 

Thus it is that the NIV correctly cap
tures the sense when it translates that 
Abraham's faith was 11Credited" as righ
teousness. The picture is one of God 
keeping account books in heaven. Abra
ham's ledger sheet showed many good 
deeds to his credit, but on the debit side 
were sins also. How could he make up 
for them? The fact is that no man can 
make up for his own sins. So what God 
did was to take Abraham's faith and 
consider it to be righteousness. Faith is 
not a righteous act in itself to offset sin. 
It does so only because God credits it as 
righteousness. Of course, this whole idea 
is simply a way to describe God's grace. 

Now when Paul talks about "the one 
who works" in Romans 4:4, he is not 
talking about just anyone who does good 
works, but about the person who is try
ing to earn his salvation by doing good 
works. If that person can live as God 
asks him to, the reward of heaven is not 
a gift from God but a debt that God 
owes him. But if a person realizes that 
he can never be that good, all hope is 
not lost. For jesus Christ has died on the 
cross to provide a way that he can be 
righteous. 

If a person is not trying to earn his 
way to heaven by being good enough, 
but instead is putting his trust and faith 
in God to save him, then scripture prom
ises that God will count his faith as 
righteousness also. Indeed, in Romans 
4:23, 24 Paul says that the fact that Abra
ham's faith was counted as righteousness 
was not written down just so we could 
know he was saved, but so that we could 

know that· we can be saved in the same 
way. 

!his is not to say that faith has any real 
ex1stenc~ apart from works. True faith 
works through Jove. The faith that does 
not show itself by its works is dead and 
barren. But the scriptures are quite plain 
that no one can do enough good works 
t~ be saved. James speaks of being justi
fied by works only because faith is made 
complete by works, for it is faith, not 
works, that is counted as righteousness 
(James 2:22, 23). 
. ~h~':l the scr!pture says that a person 
IS JUStified by fa1th, what it means is that 
God counts his faith as righteousness. 
That these two statements are actually 
the same is much clearer in the Greek 
than in English. A literal translation of 
!he. ~ree~ would be that a person is 
JUStified (1.e., declared righteous) "out 
of" faith and that God counts his faith 
"into" righteousness. 

The Solution 
What does all of this mean? First, as 

regards the individual, it means that I 
can be at peace with God (Rom. 5:1). 
Instead of having to worry about whether 
I can be good enough to go to heaven, 
I c~n realize that !t is not my goodness 
wh1ch makes me nght with God, but my 
faith. When I sin and fall short of God's 
plan for my life and the devil dis
courages me by whispering that I am 
not ~ood enough, I can say, "I know; 
my ng~teousne~s is ':lot my own," and 
forgettmg what IS behmd, press on in my 
work for God. 

I Clo not have to like what my brother 
b~Jieves, but I am commanded to accept 
h1f'!1 . and not to argue with him over 
opm1ons. Now the word translated 
"opinions" in Romans 14:1 may well be 
rendered "inferences." It is not referring 
to prejudiced ideas, but to reasoned 
conclusions. The word dialogismos is 
translated "reasonings" in other places 
and the cognate verb dialogizomai is 
translated "reason" 15 out of 16 times 
in the ASV. This passage does not allow 
a Christian to bind his inferences on his 
fellow Christians. Church splits seldom 
happen over disobedience to direct 
commands in scripture. Rather the "is
sues" are almost always over matters 
wh.ere the teaching of scripture is not 
qu1te so plain and the application must 
be infe~red from other scriptures. 

Thrs 1s not to say that inferences are 
~ron g .. Eac~ person .must be fully con
vmced m hrs own mmd. But it is wrong 
to bind your inferences on others or to 
refuse to accept them as Christians be
cause they do not accept your line of 
reasoning. They must be accepted be
cause Christ has accepted you both: 
Box 220, Montezuma Creek, UT 84534 
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The New Testament Church ( 6) 
JERRY HARVJL.t.: 

COLOSSAE: THE INTELLECTUAL CHURCH 

Colossae was a Phrygian city of great antiquity, situated in 
the Lycus Valley of Asia Minor near Laodicea and Hierapolis, 
about 100 miles east of Ephesus. Although otherwise unim
portant, its one claim to fame is the Pauline epistle addressed 
to the church there. 

The church is believed to have been large and influential 
in the Lycus Valley. There was manifest unity and fellowship 
among the "house churches" in Colossae, Laodicea, and 
Hierapolis (Col. 4:12-17; d. Phil. 2), and although they were 
not personally known to Paul (Col. 2:1), they loved him in 
the Spirit (1 :8) and he delighted in them in spirit (2:5) and 
prayer (1 :3, 9). 

Evidently Epaphrus, one of Paul's helpers, brought the gos
pel to Colossae (1 :7; d. 4:12), probably as part of the out
reach from Paul's three-year ministry/residence at Ephesus 
(Acts 10:10). The membership was principally Gentile (1 :27; 
2:13), although there were doubtless jewish Christians among 
them, and certainly an awareness of jewish customs (2:11-23). 

The occasion for the important Colossian epistle was news 
from Epaphrus (4:12) concerning a false intellectualism which 
was scaling down the person and work of Christ, robbing him 
of his uniqueness, and at the same time was elevating food 
taboos and false asceticism to matters of faith (1 :15-23; 2:6-
23). Paul met that challenge by providing in Colossians (1) 
stabilization (2) refutation and (3) instruction. For Paul, sound 
Christology was the answer to heresy and false ethics. 

Positive Features 
Although threatened by what Paul calls an "empty de

lusion" (2:8), the Colossians had not yet lost faith, and in fact 
he still found much to commend in them. 

He refers to them as 11holy and faithful brothers in Christ" 
(1 :2), and finds them a source of personal delight (2:5) and 
subjects for continued thanksgiving (1 :3-9). 

But he especially focuses upon their reputation for faith, 
love, and hope (1 :4, 5) as praiseworthy. In fact, as Paul puts 
it, their ardent faith in Christ and love toward the saints 
was because of (dia) their heavenly hope. Eschatology put 
meaning into both their faith and their ethics. 

Negative Features 

The soil of Phrygia was fertile ground for the growth of 
strange religious practices. The synagogues had a reputation 
for laxity and openness to speculation drifting in from the 
hellenistic world. Evidently in the Colossian church we find a 
melting pot where the free-thinking judaism of the Dispersion 
and the speculative ideas of Greek religion were . in close 
contact. The result was a strange mixture of judaism, Gnosti
cism, and Christianity which Paul labels 11high-sounding non
sense" (2:8, Phillips). The Colossians were interpreting Christ 
in the light of their pagan philosophies, instead of the other 
way around. 

Philosophical :Gospel 

The church at Colossae reminds us of the danger of mod
ernizing the gospel. To be sure, they needed to adapt their 
methods to effectively reach their neighbors, but they were 
wrong to modify thir message. Their thirst for novelty became 
stronger than their loyalty. We must remember that for the 
Christian, success lies not in producing something 11new" but 
in faithfully transmitting something old (d. 2 Tim. 2:2). 

Self- Made Religion 

Furthermore, the Colossian church warns us of the subtle 
danger of self-made piety. Paul grants that human rigor of 
devotion may produce attractive results (2:23), but when the 
motive behind such self denial is a lust for spiritual experience 
which by-passes Christ and seeks gratification in feelings, then 
it is of the ''flesh" and leads to pride (2:18, 23). 

A church which draws its security from its devotion to regu
lations or its rigor of self-denial is in jeopardy of misplacing 
its trust and forfeiting its hope. Not self but 11Christ in you," 
is the hope of glory (1 :27). 

The church at Colossae, therefore, reminds us to be on 
guard against pseudo-intellectualism and every form of self
made religion. Their solution, like ours, is in Christ 11in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (2:3). A 
true Christology is the final remedy for every heresy past and 
present. 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 
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Dearest Apostle: 
Greetings from the outer reaches of 

the empire! All your brethren here in 
Americus salute you. I'm sure you don't 
recognize my signature; however, I am 
one of many taught by faithful men to 
whom Timothy entrusted the precious 
message of the good news. Although we 
have never met, I feel that I know you 
already since I have read everything you 
wrote at least once-some parts several 
times. I must say, you have quite a flair 
for words, although some parts are a 
little hard to understand. 

Things here in Americus are about the 
same. So<;iety seems to be at the bottom 
of the barrel; everyone seems to be 
given to the accumulation of personal 
gain and the pursuit of selfish passions. 
The youngsters these days are wild and 
unruly; a result, no doubt, of the con
spiracy against us in the public arenas 
of learning. I'm quite sure that the atti
tudes of their parents at home have lit
tle or nothing to do with their behavior. 
After all, we do take them to our first 
day school and assembly. Well, enough 
of that; I did not take pen in hand to 
write you of the ills of society. I'm sure 
Corinth was almost as bad during your 
visits there. 

I am confused, dearest apostle, about 
a number of things that seem to be 
sweeping through the churches of our 
dear Lord. These assemblies, after all, are 
the leaven that can change Americus, at 
least, they are supposed to be. But it 
seems someone has removed the yeast; 
our numbers continue to decline. Many 
of the assemblies have joined with one 
another to form a single assembly; but 
this almost always results in smaller num
bers than before. Dearest apostle, if we 
are supposed to be the leaven, why have 
we come upon such hard and difficult 
times? Aren't we the victorious church 
you spoke so much about? Many pro
claimers among us have gone out to pro
claim ways by which our churches may 
grow. Yet, not one has been able to du
plicate that great day of Pentecost when 
the church of our Lord was born. It has al
ways appeared to me, and correct me if 
I am wrong, that one should at least 
have proven in his own life what he is 
saying for its truth to be the most effec
tive. I would find it a greater witness if 
someone would just do what everyone 
else seems to be talking about. Perhaps 
r.ou have some thou~hts on this matter, 
1f so, I would appreciate your response. 

Recently, I attended another assembly 
of our brethren. The guest speaker was a 
prominent teacher from the Christian 
Arena of Higher Learning in New Anti
och. I must say that he was powerful 
with his use of words. He spoke of blue
prints and buildings and said something 
about the right pattern resulting in the 
ri~ht product; He ended his proclamation 
w1th a list of "God's building blocks," 
that we must use in order to have the 
right kind of building. I almost thought 
he was trying to give us an illustration 
about the church, but finally concluded 
that since he made no mention of Christ, 
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his love, mercy or grace, he must be talk
ing about a new hall for the Arena at 
New Antioch. 

I hear a number of proclamations of 
this sort these days. They all seem to 
stress our doing and our activity and our 
action, leaving the strong impression that 
if a person does all the right things in all 
the right ways, God must accept nim be
cause of his good deeds. Just the other 
day, I attended a memorial for a brother 
who had died after a long life of service. 
The proclaimer seems most pleased to 
declare the brother's eternal rest because 
11he was a faithful Christian, he never 
missed an assembly and if he can't make 
it, then none of us can!" Dearest apostle, 
what happened to cause us to leave 
Christ out? When did we begin to sub
stitute building blocks for Jesus and at
tendance for his cross? 

I must close for now. My duties call me 
to other pursuits. I am grateful for your 
kind attention to these questions. Per
haps I shall have more as time goes on. 
Pray for us here in Americus; they tell us 
we are the light of the world. 
A fellow servant of Christ 

j. David Terrell 
6323 Irwin 
Lawton, OK 73505 

A Nameless Funeral 
DAN WILLIAMS 

I am at a funeral, and I am distinctly 
uncomfortable. Funerals in general don't 
bother me-as a preacher I am some
what accustomed to them-but this one 
does. 

It is not the grief of the occasion that 
makes me uneasy. There aren't many 
wet eyes in the small crowd. It is not the 
passing of the deceased that troubles 
me. In fact, I don't even know him. I've 
made the long, four-hour trip to this 
little town in western North Carolina at 
the request of a close friend. The father 
of her former husband has passed away, 
and she asked me to accompany the 
children to the funeral of their grand
father. I am at the funeral of a complete 
stranger. 

It is not the sermon that disturbs me. 
It is a rather ordinary collection of sooth
ing words and phrases; a smattering of 
resurrection, a bit of scripture, a per
sonal recollection of some event from 
seminary days. When the minister sits 
down and the organ strikes up, I realize 
with a jolt that not once during the ser
vice did he speak the name of the de
ceased. This ceremony could have been 
for anyone, or for no one, I think. 

To be fair, the speaker, preacher of 
the local Methodist church, had not been 
familiar with the man. From the snatches 
of conversation you always catch in 
funeral parlors I've gathered that he had 
not really been a church-going person, 
not quite a family man, not exactly a 
pillar of the community. Perhaps the 
preacher just didn't have anything en
couraging to say about the life repre
sented by the coffin before him, and 
awkwardly said nothing. Still, I find it 

How To Help New Members 
JACK BRUCE 

We are delighted when new people 
come into our midst; whether they are 
new converts, transfers or returnin~ to 
the church from being 11

0Ut of duty.' So 
often they seem to lose interest and 
begin to drift away. Here are some prac
tical suggestions on how YOU can help 
make these new members feel like a 
welcomed part of your congregation. 

Assuming that the local congregation 
has a follow-up study (for new converts 
and those returning to the church after 
an absence), in addition to the person(s) 
teaching them, they need to fmd new, 
dose friends. The nature of people is 
that we need other people; if that need 
is not filled within the congregation, our 
new members will drift rignt back to 
their old friends and soon we'll be ask
ing, ~~what ever happened to ?" 

We do a lot of things right: we give 
new members special recognition in the 
assembly, in Bible classes, and we greet 
them warmly around the building. What 
we don't do is have them into our 
homes, in addition to class parties, etc. 

The married couple is the simplest to 
manage; just invite them over for dessert 
and games, maybe with two or three 
other couples in fheir age group or that 
have something in common with them. 
Include the children! 

One member of a marriage is proba
bly the most difficult. Try to invite them 
as a couple to two or three functions. 
If their mate will have nothing to do 
with any of the members, set out to 
get the woman involved in ladies class 
and the man in an early morning Bible 
class or prayer breakast, etc. Use your 
imagination and a lot of prayer for a 
member in this situation-it is very 
difficult. 

Singles are members of families, too. 
They enjoy being around families
husband, wife and children. They de
serve as much attention as those who 
come into our congregations as com
plete family units, and it is unrealistic to 
think that they want to spend all their 
time with other single people. 

Many fine congregations fail to offer 
warm Christian friendship to their new 
members. Good Bible teaching and 
preaching are not sufficient; we must 
open our doors to them, sit with them in 
the assembly, and we must be friends 
with them. 
805 5. 17th, Slaton, TX 79364 

odd and disquieting that he never once 
mentioned the man's name. And as I 
sit there in the pew, mulling over this 
curious omission and waiting for the 
final organ refrain, I begin to focus on 
the object of my discomfort. 

As I had entered the building there 
had been a small knot of men in the 
corner, a whispered conference, wor
ried looks. Finally one man had ap
proached me hesitantly, asking apolo
getically, uwe weren't able to get 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Invitation Time 
PAT CASEY 

At the conclusion of most church services there is invitation 
time. This is a time to encourage and exhort all to respond 
in a public way who need to do so. Perhaps churches have 
not given enough attention to this part of the service. The 
following are some thoughts about invitation time. 

Preacher 
Preachers need to give serious attention to the conclusion 

of any message. Certain lessons will deal with topics that are 
not specifically related to informing and motivating people 
about the fundamentals of being saved; therefore, thought 
needs to be given as to the how one can best move into in
vitation time. Always have a good conclusion. A preacher 
ought to give the invitation in a loving, forceful, energetic, 
urgent, positive and the now or never attitude. 

Men To Receive 
Perhaps there needs to be at least two trained men at the 

front of the auditorium who can receive the people who re
spond in a public way. {The men do not have to stand like 
"statues" facing the audience.) These men should show a lot 
of tender love to the ones who repond. Meet people as they 
come down the aisle and walk with them to their seat. Help 
them fill out the response card and if needed, talk with them. 
(If there are many who respond at one time, then additional 
trained men ought to be there to assist.) Proper cards and 
pencils should be convenient to give to each person. Expect 
people to respond. The ones who have come and made the 
confession and are ready to go to prepare for baptism ought 
to be met immediately by trained workers who can assist in 
this sacred act. 

Many People 
We need to learn how to receive many people during the 

invitation time. I just imagine if some of us had been present 
on the day of Pentecost when about 3000 responded, that 
we would have gotten so nervous that we would not have 
known what to have done. Every preacher has been places 
where it appeared that nobody expected anyone to respond 
during the singing of the invitation song. There was nobody 
to receive the people and there were no cards and pencils for 
the people. Everything was in confusion. Why? Because a few 
people walked down the aisle and nobody was ready to assist 
them. (Rooms may need to be set aside in order for people 
to be taken for further prayer and or counseling. This may be 
especially true for people who need further study before 
baptism.) 

Needs 
It seems that in times past about two classes of people were 

expected to respond during the invitation time. First, there 
are the ones who needed to believe and be baptized. Second, 
there are the members who needed to confess faults and/or 
place membership. However, it should be remembered that 
people can respond for other reasons. First, there is a class 
of people who may need to respond for prayer because of 
some physical ailment. Second, there are the ones who have 
serious personal problems. They may want the prayers of the 
church because of a marital problem, financial problem, teen 
problem and or other problems. Third, there are the individuals 
who may want a special prayer of thanks for something that 

the Lord has done. There can be misuse of a good thing. Peo
ple must be taught and people are what they are taught. 
God's people ought to be careful not to limit the invitation 
time and rob people of blessings. Moms and dads who have 
small children may want to come in a public way and ask 
the church to pray that the Lord's blessings be upon their 
child as they dedicate the rearing of their children in the 
way of the Lord. 

Song Leader and Songs 
If a church is to have the revival spirit, there must be re

vival singing. There is a need for good song leaders. The song 
director should stand out of the way during the invitation 
time. It might be good if he gave few or no hand signs. He 
ought to stick with the familiar song. (learn new songs in 
practice sessions.) The song leader should watch the preacher. 
Start singing immediately when the sermon ends. If the preach
er wants to exhort after a stanza, then the song leader needs 
to sense this by some gesture of the preacher. (Incidentally, 
sometimes I wish that the invitation song could be sung with
out a book. Members can distract others by "rustling aLout 
and grabbing" for a book.) 

No Leaving 
There should be no leaving the auditorium just before and 

during the invitation time. Confusion and distraction can be 
caused if there is much movement to exit during this time. 
People ought to be reminded often of these basic matters. 
Everybody needs to know that this is a serious and sacred 
time because decisions will be rnade for the here and the 
hereafter. 

Tradition 
The traditional way of invitation time in churches of Christ 

has been to preach a sermon and sing a song but there can 
be other ways to get people thinking about making the right 
decision. The preacher can present the lesson and then ask 
everyone to quickly stand and every head be bowed and 
every eye closed, then he can exhort; he can ask people to 
respond in a public way. Reassure the people that someone 
will be at the front to receive and help them with their needs. 
After a short time, the preacher may ask that the congrega
tion be led in one or two stanzas of "Just as I Am" or some 
other familiar song. Sing without the book. (Remember, treat 
people with special tenderness when they respond at the 
invitation time.) 

Final Observation 
Any time that a number of people respond and the cards 

are being filled out and or sorted there should not be a long 
period of silence. The song leader should sense the need and 
from his pew begin an appropriate song. When people re
spond and after the last Amen then it should be "family
reunion time." Members ought to come and meet and greet 
the ones who responded. During the week preachers and 
elders and others ought to make contact with the ones who 
responded. This can be a real opportunity to further exhort 
and encourage the people. (Concerned people ought to give 
more attention to the invitation time.) 

7320 Raleigh-Millington Rd., Millington, TN 38053 
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A NAMELESS FUNERAL 
(Continued from page 8) 

enough men together. Would you mind 
being one of the pallbearers?" 

So here I sit, the friend of the ex-wife 
of the son of the deceased, about to rise 
and with five other men to extend a last 
courtesy-! am to carry tiis coffin to the 
grave. And I feel no grief, no sorrow, 
only a profound unease. I am carrying 
a load that should be borne by ·family, 
by friends, not by a total stranger. A 
man has lived for more than six decades, 
yet they could not find six friends for 
this ceremony. His departure is marked 
with a nameless funeral, with a cere
mony by strangers. 

At the grave I take from my lapel the 
carnation given to all the pallbearers, 
and with the others toss it on the cof
fin. The funeral director shakes my hand 
and thanks me profusely. I mumble 
something and turn to go. 

On the long drive back I reflect on 
life and mortality. I wonder how any 
soul could slip from this earth and seem 
to touch so few. I know, of course, that 
some are not mourned because they 
lived and died in wickedness. I recall 
that Nadab and Abihu were denied the 
customary rites of grief because they 
were destroyed by God for their sins. 
I remember that the ancient tyrant 
Herod secretly decreed from his death
bed the execution of a number of promi
nent citizens, so that his passing would 
not go unlamented. I think of the chill
ing obituary of the wicked king jeho
ram: 11He passed away, to no one's 
regret." 

But as I continue to travel down the 
highway it strikes me that there are 
others who die like the rich fool of luke 
12. They are not cruel, or wicked; they 
just go through life in their own co
coon never thinking of others, never 
thinking of God, never going out of 
their way to be helpful, or kind, or lov
ing. They r1ever make any impression in 
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We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course---No Tuition-
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Mem!Jhis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·88 1 or 324·0120 

JAIL-PRISON EVANGELIST 
NEEDED 

to head up a progressive prison ministry 
in the Leavenworth/Kansas City area. 
This is a WORKING ministry that re-
quires FULL attention. Send resume to 
Jim Trotter, c/o church of Christ, 6000 
Blue Ridge Blvd., Raytown, Mo., 64133, 
Ph. (816) 358-1386; Or to Bill Cross-
man c/o P.O. Box 497, Leavenworth, 
Ks., 66048, Ph. (913) 682-6163. 

life, and thus leave no void in death. 
When my life is over I do not require 

an elaborate funeral, rows of flowers, or 
crowded pews. I would settle for a good 
word or two, an occasional tear, a little 
genuine grief. Most of all, I want to 
depart this earth like Paul, ready to meet 
my Maker. But I pray to God I will never 
live the kind of life that leaves behind 
a nameless funeral. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tile AMEN M1n15rry works Willi la11111ur congregaltons of tile 
cllurclles of Ctmsr wlloso members on m•htary lftSIIIIIIIons 
worldwide are waohng ro 11e1p your lovec:l ones - as !hoy ll&•e 
IIDIPec:l w1111 file spororual and pllys•cal neec:ls of lhousands of 
others durong the pasr love years TillS servoce IS tree! 

Send 'lame. o:omploro address. phone and m•llrary •nllallat1on. 
and spirotu&l condolton. 1f known along willl your name and ad· 
dress to: 

'' 
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WHITE'S FERRY ROAD e AMEN 

,;• CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Box 2000 

30 Monroe St., Roanoke Rapids, NC 
27870 

Wesr Monroe. Lou1stana 712111 

Americaa MiUtary Evaagelizmg Natioce 

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO DO? 
ARE YOU ALL YOU WERE MEANT TO BE? 

Participants in a new, substantial, growing outreach work now 
seek a mature, experienced evangelist to grow with them to a 
fullness in Christ. Are you interested in primarily devoting your 
time to an evangelistic thrust akin to that described in lCor. 
9: 16-22~ Would you be challenged by an opportunity. to help 
equip the saints as Paul suggested in Eph. 4: 12-13 and 2 Tim. 
2: l-2, 14-25? Would you like to take your turn ~ith the con
gregation's other men to nourish the flock from the pulpit? 

If you answer ''yes'' to these questions, please submit your re-
swne, curriculum l'itae, and references to: 

Eastgate Church of Christ 
1333 N. 23rd Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Box 399 (Beamsville) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year language. culture and Oible training program to prepare 
young meN and women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 
J. Ricl4i Pinczul4i, Director 

Great Lal4ies Christian College 
Depr. of Slavic Languages 
P. O.Oox 3QQ, Geamsville 

Onrario. Canada LOr\ 1 [} 0 
Phone (416) 563-7641 or (416) 563-5374 
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SERVANTS THAT BECAME RULERS 

(Continued from page 5) 

our money into real estate. We have 
come to equate success with the size of 
our physical plant even though it is 
never fi lled and is used only four out 
of each 168 hours each week-or less! 

Too, we have been few in number in 
small congregations. So we developed a 
pride in numbers also . As our congrega
tions have grown in size, we have fe lt it 
imperative to have all the members meet 
at the same time. This has multip l ied the 
expense of our structures several times. 
A church plant that cares for 300 persons 
can care for a thousand or fifteen hun
dred by having multiple assemblies. The 
savings on lluditorium, classrooms, park
ing, utilities, and upkeep can release 
many thousands of dollars for evan
gelism and benevolence in most congre
gations. The building is king, living 
sumptuously o(f the financial resources 
while missions and the needy beg for 
the crumbs that fall from the table. We 
hear of million-dollar collections for 
bu ildings. Wou ld it not be nice to hear 
churches boast of million dollar col
lections for evangelism and missions? 
But we love our king! 

4. The BudJ?el. The idea of a church 
budget is fore•gn to the scriptures. Spe
cial co llections were taken for the poor, 
and some help was sent to Paul to help 
in his evangelistic activities. There is no 
indication that these were perpetuated 
in a regular budgeted program. These 
examples indicate that we may pool our 
resources in a congregation to do a cor
porate work too large for the individual. 
A common treasury can aid and supple
ment the work of individuals. But this 
~ervant has grown to be a demanding 
ruler. 

Primary responsibility for caring for 
the hungry, sick, aged, widow, orphan, 
and destitute is placed on the individual. 
In serving these we serve Christ. That is 
the character of pure religion. But now 

AU. . ... C!,. , • .,. Undergraduate 

(' I I r f) ' · • & Graduate 
JC/700 0 l\eft9 1011 Degrees tn Bible 

A.M .. B.A.. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scnol• tthlpJ A"''''Oia Fot Full T1me Slud enu on M•.n C11mpus 

Cil Aontov&d 0 " Campus Progr• rm At~atiiDI• 

CJII Collect for Or. Rex A. Turntr, Jr. 
t205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, M ontgomory, AL 36117 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our ch ildren are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and chi ldren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

the church has taken these ministries 
and put them in a budgeted program
usually about 2% of the budget- and 
demands our money to expedite th em. 
So now, if a person who is hungry, 
sick, or needs rent or utilities paid ap
proaches a member for help, the mem
ber explains, "What you would have 
gained from me is given to God! (Matt. 
15:1-9.) I can't help you. I have given 
my money to the church. Go to the 
church where perhaps you can be in
cluded in the impersonal program bud
geted by the church." 

We have even heard disciples warned 
against "eldering their own money," in
sisting that they shou ld do their work 
through the church "so Christ will get 
the glory!" So we give to the church 
rather than to persons. But churches 
don' t have religion; only individuals 
have religion. The church has wrested 
these personal responsib ilities from its 
members, robbing them of the joy of 
service and the demonstration of con
cern which is so convincing to the lost. 

Someone may think that the church 
would be left to wither away and die 
if we dethroned these four rulers. But 
look at the New Testament writings 

again. There you will discover that the 
church did not depend upon Bible 
classes, paid ministry, ch urch buildings, 
or budgets; yet it took the Roman Em
pire without these rulers! The Restora
tion Movement became the fourth 
largest religious body in America in the 
nineteenth century with little aid from 
these four methods and devices. We may 
think that i t cou ldn't happen, but it did. 

In our effort to get back to basics, it 
wou ld be w ise for us to reconsider the 
place of those things, especially in view 
of the fact that we are losing ground 
since becoming enslaved to those ser
vants. We cannot expect the masters to 
free us, nor can we abandon commit
ment already made or the buildings al
ready in use. Change of course wi ll be 
gradua l. Let us start by giving new stress 
to individual responsibilities. 
1350 Huisache, New Braunfels, TX 78130 

-----)-----
Jimmy Allen,. Harding University, 

Searcy, AR: In places where I have 
preached this year there have been 59 
baptisms and 219 restorations. I have 
time for additional weekend meetings 
during 1984. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for P1·eachersJ T eachersJ Personal W orkersJ 
Elde1·s and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHJTIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fi ed Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information ond Catalog Write o r Coli 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Troll, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

FIRM FOUNDATION- MAY 31, 1983 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN .#503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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THESE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES ARE AT WORK IN NIGERIA 
The largest number of Christians in any country outside America is perhaps in 

Nigeria, where we have 400-500 congregations with a total membership approaching 
hal f a million people. . . . . . 

World Bible School has enrolled more than a mdl1on students 1n N1gena, and 
almost 100,000 baptisms have resulted. The country is being covered with native 
follow-up teams, supported for the most part by Nigerian churches. Plans are for 
each state in Nigeria to have an active team wor~ing under a local eldership in 
Nigeria in following up WBS students who have md1cated that they want to be 
baptized. . . . . . . . . 

Pictured here are m1ss1onanes now workmg 1n Plateau State, N1gena, together w1th 
information on how to contact them. 

1. Reece and Patti Bryant, Government 
Teachers' College, Gindiri, PMB 643, jos, 
Plateau State, Nigeria. Sponsoring church, 
Temple City, 5272 Sereno Dr., Temple 
City, CA 91780. 

2. Irving and Ronda Everson, P.O. Box 
59, Bukuru, Plateau State, Nigeria. Spon
soring church: Belpre Church, 2932 
Washington Blvd., Belpre, OH 45714. 

-
j 

3. David and Nancy little and chi l
dren, Government Teachers' College, La
fia, PMB 03, Lafia, Plateau State, Nigeria. 
Sponsoring church : Berwick Church, Box 
51 , Berwick, PA 18601. 

Elders, Hwy. 95 Church, Taylor, TX 
76574: Stewart Gillespie, of Dallas Rylie 
Road church, began his work as min
ister with the Hwy. 95 church on May 1. 
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4. Wallace and Tammy Sutter, Govern
ment Colle~e, PMB 1002, Keffi, Plateau 
State, Nigena. Sponsoring churches: Red 
Lodge church, c/o jim O'Shea, Rt. 1, Red 
Lodge, MT 59068 and 4th Ward church, 
c/o H. j. Bowens, Atoka, OH 74525. 

5. Craig Wallace Trudgen, Govern
ment Technical College, PMB 1, Bukuru, 
Plateau State, Nigeria. Sponsor: Camel
back church, 5225 E. Camelback Rd., 
Phoenix, AZ. 

6. Clarence Thomas Wilson, Govern
ment Teachers' College, Dengi, PMB 11 
Pankshin, Plateau State, Nigeria. Sponsor: 
Honey Grove church, Box 45, Honey 
Grove, TX 75446. 

HARDING BREAKS GROUND FOR 
SCIENCE BUilDING 

Groundbreaking ceremonies for a $1.1 
million Science Building addition at 
Harding University were held April 22 
with several schools and local officials 
in attendance. 

The 14,600-square-foot addition will 
include two biology laboratories, two 
lecture classrooms, one large lecture hall, 
a curricu lum laboratory and learning 
center for mathematics education, a 
computer science laboratory and four 
faculty offices. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 615/865-0818 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Rel igion 
1000 Cherry Rd .. Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761 ·1350 901 ·683·1678 

MINISTER 
WANTED 

Work with 
A350 + 

member 
congregation 

Send Inquires 
or Resume to: 

Columbia Avenue 
Church of Christ 
Glasgow, Kentucky 

42141 
502-651 -8501 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 31, 1933 



c L A S s I F I E D 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Deshmed especially to accommodate consre~rations 
advertising meeting places. preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preaehen. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

MEXICAN CONGREGATIONS 
GROW RAPIDLY 

The number of churches in southern 
Mexico has grown to a total of 22 in the 
Tapachula area, with over 600 baptized 
believers there, says Lou Seckler, Herald 
of Truth director of foreign program
ming. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICA£ STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!llsm-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
l (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHATHAltl, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleusnnton, California 84568 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 

96746:..... ---=-==---=-=-====-_,..,=-=------
METRO-DENVER AREA 

Englewolld Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
DENVER. COLORADO 80228 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfield Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is cur·rently hiring child 
care st.nff. (Christinn cOUJ>Ies.) Good pny and bene
fits. If inte1·ested, t"ontnct Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or t"all 707/448-3557." 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar-

~~~s~i~~ll1w8o~0~~'e c~! 1t~~:3:;~;l~~le o~~~~~: 1i:to 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
\VE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
VU!UA, ARIZ., 8Gl W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Retirement Approachlngl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALA.SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con.tact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. !I organ Ave., 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-ltlnrt, Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobby Wade, ltlln. 4'18-4058. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee. OK 74801. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: Experienced youth minister 
looking for a full lime pulpit position. Present work in
cludes monthly preaching, weekly radio work, adult 
Bible class teacher, and Bible camps. Full resume, 
sermon tapes, and references available on request. 
Gregory l. Swango, 217 Drexel Ct., Decatur, ll 62521; 
(217) 422-0143 or (217) 423-6218. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work in the lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
Gospe~ Preacher with 22 years experience needs con: 
gregat1on to IJegin working with on July 1, 1983. 
~ontact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street Shelby-
VIlle, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. ' 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests .. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and rece1ve .special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free lnformat1on write: Sunset Church of Christ 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. ' 
The ~hurch of Chri~t in laredo, Texas has immediate 
ope"!mg. for a full-t1me preacher. Submit inquiries or 
ap~llcallons and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~r~~~~~s Avenue, laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

T~e. Church in Este.s Park, Colo. is seeking a full time 
mu:uster to work With the congregation in seeking and 
sav1!1g the lost. Please send resume to the church of 
c;hmt,. P.O. B?x 729, Estes Park, Co. 80517. For addi
tiOnal mformat10n you may call Don Chaffin at 303-586-
4003 or Hulon Webb at 303-586-6737. 
Domestic r:nissionary, on site two years, has half sup
port, seekmg more. Good work. Planning to stay. 
Rhys Thomas, 506 N. linn, Fayette, MO 65248. 
Missionary family returning (July/Aug.). 19 yrs. in 
France. & England. Desire preaching and/or teaching. 
Preachmg_ 30 yrs. Exp. pers. worker. Good refs. More 
conservative than. Margaret Thatcher! M.A. Th.D. candi
date. Prov .. 31-Wife. and .daughter (16) at home. Pre
fer warm cl1mate like Anz. Age 57. Walk with canes. 
H. B. Frank, Jr., 3 Waverley Rd., lowton, Warrington 
WAJ 2HE England. Tel. (0942) 711756. 
~etired c?llege teac.her, age 62, with 42 years preach
mg cxpenence, des1res to relocate, preferably in Cen
tral or So~th Texas. Would rather help small, ambitious 
congregation unable to support full-time preacher. 
Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City NC 28713 
(704) 488-6369. , . 

HOUSEPARENTS N[EDED at Mountain Slates Children's 
Home who. can love •. counsel with, care for, and have 
understand1!lg for SIX to eight neglected and de
pendent ch1ldren. Houseparents must be a dedicated 
mature,. an~ stable couple in this child care ministry: 
MSCH IS Situated. on 155 acres along the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountam front range. Salary living expenses 
transp_ortalion fo~ Home business, a'nd other fring~ 
~enef1ts are prov1ded. Contact Earl Herrington, Super
mtendent, P.O. Box 1097, longmont CO 80501 Tele· 
phone (303) 776-6841. ' • 
Financially independent pulpit minister ACU graduate 
a&e ~4, wife, two c~ildren, wants to se~e congregatio~ 
~1thm reasonable d1stanc~ ~f Metroplex, interim or fill 
m. Send my salary to m1ss1on work. P.O. Box 344866 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. ' 
MIN)STER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ is 
seekmg a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 
~nd exper~enced In pulpit and personal work. Counsel
mg expenence desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN 55901, Attn: Elders. 
SOUND GOSPEL PREACHER, age 34, married three 
c_hi.ldren, seeks to relocate in fulltime work. B'.s. Re
ligion, Eastern New Mexico University 1972; Graduate 
Sunset School of Preaching 1974. For resume and ref
erences contact David 0. Widner, 3331 l Street, Eureka, 
Ca. 95501 or phone 707-442-4285. 

INVESTIGATES The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen ndverttalng, nnd will not 
kDowlngl)" tnke questionable ndvertfslnJ:. 
Out It Is the render's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like on)" other paper, we some
times unwlttlngl)" run nn unworthy nd. 
As the old snylng goes, before you Invest. 
lnve•t' ·tel 

Seckler recently traveled to Tapachula 
and nearby Comaltitlan with Humberto 
Rivas. They visited with Liberato Ovalle 
and Jose Salas, two evangelists who work 
full-time there. 

Ten of the existing 22 congregations 
have already managed to build their 
own meeting places, using whatever 
limited means they have. 

Ovalle and Salas report that there were 
four congregations, about 200 Christians, 
who met across the border in the coun
try of Guatemala. These were disbanded 
because of guerrilla wars plaguing the 
rural areas of that nation. Some have 
fled for their lives and have sought help 
from the Christians in southern Mexico, 
but the majority of the border church 
members are nowhere to be found and 
their villages have been devastated by 
the wars. 

---o-
Stanley E. Sayers, 14th at Main, Dun

can, OK 73533: I just concluded a happy 
meeting with the church at Oakland, 
Oklahoma where I began preaching thir
ty years ago. My next meeting will be 
at Oxford, Ark. june 3-5; then Lamoni, 
Iowa, June 6-12; the Grand Tetons Chris
tian Encampment, July 17-21; both wife 
and I will be participating. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this during this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A maste rful effort in expository writing . . . setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for sermon preparation, classroom reaching, or personal study. Writ ten 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid, these commentaries make enjoyable and challeng ing 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Romans 
I &. II Corinthians 

~irm <J'onnbn 
.---------ABOUT THE AUTHOR --------~ 

james Burton Coffman is noted for his g ifted 
ministry, his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
w ritings are the invaluable tools o f relig ious 
leaders throughout the Uni ted States. Mission
aries are currently using these commentaries 
all over the world. 
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THE HIGHLAND OAKS CHURCH IN DALLAS, formerly Gar
~ and Road, opened its new building in early May with 7,200 
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Holding Up the Light 

We spent a pleasant week recently with the Prince
ton, New Jersey, church, adjacent to the campus of 
Princeton University. The elders and the ministers of 
the congregation had designed a "retreat," primarily for 
the students of three universities ministered to by the 
church. It was a delightful experience. 

Princeton-the prestigiqus center of Americana-the 
haunt of George Washington and parade ground of 
Revolutionary armies-the campus where Woodrow 
Wilson seved as president and where Grover Cleveland 
is buried. Down the street a block is the home of Albert 
Einstein, where his daughter still lives, and a short dis
tance away lived Charles A. Lindbergh when his infant 
son was kidnapped and slain. 

In this sophisticated setting the Princeton church is 
doing a fantastic job of ministering to both the com
munity and the campus. More than 20 years ago Ervy 
Boothe went there from Texas-and stayed. He now 
supports himself in order that the church may pour its 
funds into an effort to evangelize the ·campuses of three 
neighboring universities. Tom Turnbull and Scott Chase 
tirelessly labor, and the results are seen in the congrega
tion where more than 50% of the members are college 
students. 

The church, unlike many other congregations, is evan
gelistic to the core. It is converting some of the most 
brilliant students there. These students are coming into 
the kingdom after a real "born again" conversion, and 
a 180-degree turn around in their lives. They do not have 
two or three generations before them in the church. 
They are brim full of talent and are extremely highly mo-

. tivated. The average eldership would not know how to 
handle them, but the elders at Princeton do. In the past 
we have contented ourselves with baptizing our own 
children when they "reached the age of accountability." 
We knew how to do that. But things are different with 
churches really trying to reach university students. 

The church in most places will continue hacking it for 
the next 50 years just as they have the last 50, and it 
won't work. It hasn't worked. It isn't working. We ought 
to quit striving for mediocrity and get on every univer
sity campus in· the land and reach these young intellectu-

. als while they are still impressionable, and before they 
harden into a rut like the rest of us. 

It is a real shame that a few brethren with yellow 
journals, sent free to every church and preacher, can 
poison a whole brotherhood against such works. And 
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it is a tragedy that preachers and churches will read it
if it's free. 

These college students won't wait. The opportunity to 
reach them is fleeting. If we ~on't reach them now we 
won't have them, and the loss will be ours. It does not 
speak well for us when we are opposed to, or at least 
suspicious of, anything that works well. If some con
gregation baptizes more than a hundred per year we are 
sure it is in some way apostate! We preach a lot about 
baptism, but let some church begin to practice a lot of 
it and we will put on a brotherhood-wide campaign to 
brand and blacklist it. How dumb can we get? 

Princeton hasn't suffered that kind of persecution
yet. But they are converting students right and left, so 
they can expect it. 

Princeton has learned a lesson that all churches ought 
to learn: that under the veneer that outwardly appears 
so cheerful, there burns in every unconverted human 
breast an empty sense of non-fulfillment. There are 
plenty of places in the world where people still want 
the gospel. Why don't we go there? Why don't preachers 
go there? We are a people spoiled by too much preach
ing. We are picky about the quality of it. There are mil
lions who are not because they have never heard any. 
We are hard to please, because we have heard so much. 
They are not because -they have heard none. But preach
ers want to keep preaching to us anyway. Don't tell us 
that preachers are really preaching because of a love for 
lost souls! Where they are doing all this preaching is not 
where the lost souls are. We love these campus minis
tries because they are conducted where the lost souls 
are. 

We love to visit these college campuses because there 
we are seeing a new breed of people: a generation that 
spends its spring break in campaigns and its summers in 
foreign mission work. 

We do not need a church sick with indecision, weak
ened by .sorry leadership, hesitant at a time when it 
should be bold. We need a church willing to explore 
new wildernesses, and to assume the risks involved. The 
Princeton church· has every earmark of being that kind 
of church. In a part of the United States that has always 
been considered a hard mission field, and on a univer
sity campus where the battle for truth and righteousness 
has always been fierce, the Princeton church is ~ real 
bright spot. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 

Volume 100 (USPS 191-120) Number 23 
Published weekly except the last Tuesday in December by the Firm Foundation 

Publishing House, 3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas, Second Class Postage paid 
at Austin, Texas 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Office-Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Single subscription, $10.00 per year. Club rate, $9.00 per year In clubs of five or 
more. Congregational rate, $8.00 per family per year. Foreign subscription, $11. The 
date on your address label shows the time to which your subscription Is paid. 

BUNDLE RATES 
In bundles of ten or more copies sent to one address: sixteen cents per copy. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 7, 1983 



In Whose Steps? 
Recently I had a most interesting con

versation with a brother returned from 
the mission field who is working with 
one of our schools of preaching. During 
our conversation, he mentioned the fact 
that his salary had been cut by two
thirds. I inquired about the school's fi
nancial status, thinking that they had 
fallen on hard times. He told me that, 
although the school's finances weren't 
the best in the world, that had nothing 
to do with his difficult position. His sup
port it seems had been coming from 
churches and individuals across the 
country. When I asked why ·they had cut 
his support (thinking that recessionary 
times had taken their toll) he told me 
that his support had been cut because 
the school had taken a stand on an is
sue upon which these churches and in
dividuals had taken the opposite view 
and they simply cut his support. I was 
shocked! I fmd it shameful that we 
choose to resort to blackmail in order to 
make others conform to our point of 
view. 

The issue? It really doesn't matter ... 
one is as good as another when we hold 
the view that everyone must agree with 
us or else. We've used everyttiing from 
one-cupmanship to people praying to
gether as a forum for the div1sion of the 
body of Christ. Not that there aren't 
some things worth dividing over ... it's 
just that we seem to choose the insig
nificant, the peripheral and the asinine 
with which to beat the drums of our 
traditions. In the name of walking in the 
old paths we satisfy ourselves by wal
lowing in our new ruts. 

Our lectureships are often just exer
cises in academia where side 1ssues are 
restated and redefined for the ten
thousandth time instead of proclaiming 
the legitimate good news of Jesus Christ. 
It is my conviction that unless someone 
begins to deal with the basic issues fac
ing the church, God mar remove his 
candlestick from· many o our congre
gations. How can he do otherwise? We 
argue, we fight, we bicker, we gossip 
about one another behind the guise of 
''contending for the faith" and piously 
go about snooting at one another from 
the pretext of biblical authority that is 
nothing more than opinionated sec
tarianism. 

Unless someone stands up and coura
geously provides the leadership essen
tial to our fellowship, God may remove 
his mantle altogether from our churches, 
call out the remnant who remain more 
sensitive to God's will than to the 
opinions of others, and raise up a new 
people. Remember, God raised up a new 
people in the restoration. Campbell, 
Stone and the other great men of the 
restoration all came out of groups who 
had crystallized and codified their 
opinions producing what we generally 
call denominationalism. I'm sure you're 
thinking, "But we're not ~uilty of that!" 
Perhaps, but if we hadn t codified our 
thinking and crystallized our opinions, 
seeking to make them the standard for 
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all churches of Christ, would it be pos
sible for the fellow I mentioned earlier 
to be slowly starving? Denominational
ism may be closer than we think. When
ever individuals allow others to do their 
thinking for them, sectarianism and de
nominationalism are the natural result. 

What then are the real issues? What's 
behind all these other so-called issues? 
I'm not sure I know the answers to these 
questions. However, it appears to me 
that one underlying issue is the basic 
philosophical difference between a law
keeping, legalistic system and a liberty
centered, Spirit-led Christian walk. I 
think you would have to admit the 
fellow's situation would be vastly dif
ferent if there were not a spirit of 
legalism present in the churches provid
ing him with support. It is this spirit that 
plagued Paul in the early church. It is 
this spirit that plagued Jesus in his min
istry. Unless we abandon this insidious 
cancer that is slowly consuming congre
gation after congregation to the point of 
division over crystallized opinions, God 
may simply allow our restoration move
ment to die and raise up a new people. 

The le&alistic approach to the Chris
tian life 1s deadly to spiritual growth. 
How many people do you know who, 
when asked if they know they are saved, 
resort to an answer like: "Well, I hope 
so!" or "I'm trying to be!" How trag1c! 
If the Scriptures teach anything, they 
teach that we can have confidence in the 
salvation that is ours in Christ. Yet, 
legalism cannot tolerate security. The 
only way legal ism can serve those who 
employ this illegitimate child of man-

God: Just and Unjust 
In recent months in our community 

have come to light some indescribably 
horrible examples of man's inhumanity 
to man. I think of the fine young lady 
who lived just a few houses from ours 
who was brutally shot to death for no 
apparent reason while working as a 
bank teller. Or the teacher in her early 
sixties who was abducted, assaulted, and 
finally run over with her own car until 
she was dead. Or the little boy whose 
tortured body led officials to describe his 
short life as the worst case of child 
abuse in our city's history. The blood of 
these and a myriad of others cries out 
from the earth. I'm thankful that the God 
I serve is a God of justice. A universalistic 
concept of salvation which just glosses 
over the guilt and responsibility. for .sin 
is naive and shallow. Our God w1ll bnng 
man's inhumanity to the bar of cos!llic 
justice. This is the reason that hell ex1sts. 

But there is another side to our God. 
1 once had a teacher who would wake 
his class durin~ a lecture on Romans by 
affirming that 'God is unjust." After he 
explained what he meant I was glad. If 
God were just, every individual would 
justly be condemned to eternal destruc
tion because "none is righteous, no not 

centered religions is for the participants 
to be constantly worried that they haven't 
done enough to be saved. Our legalistic 
system has robbed so many people of 
the joys of Christianity. We have taught 
our people so well that there are certain 
things that we must do in order to be 
savect (and there are) that they have 
begun to trust in these good deeds to 
save them instead of placing their trust 
in the cross of Christ. For those with 
keen insight who have discovered that 
you can't be gooo enou~h to go to 
heaven, all that is left is a hfe of despair. 
Quite a scenario, wouldn't you say ••• 
and yet, these are the only two offspring 
that legalism can produce: spiritual pride 
with regard to personal good worl<s for 
salvation or absolute despair and frus
tration. 

In the past, when we have "con
verted" someone to jesus, often we 
have done nothing of the sort. Often we 
have converted tllem to baptism, or to 
noninstrumental music or just to being 
right. We shouldn't be surprised when 
those who have been converted to a 
doctrine fall away. After all, doctrines do 
not hold you up in the difficult times ... 
only Jesus can do that. If, on the other 
hand, the individual happens to take 
hold of the doctrine and has a sufficient~ 
ly strong personality, he may become 
just as proficient as we in converting 
others .to the doctrine of doing right 
things in order to be saved, 

And if, heaven forbid, anyone should 
discover the biblical doctrines of re
demption, grace, justification and the 
resurtant indwelling of the Spirit of 
Christ and be~in to exhibit joy and con
fidence in the1r salvation, we are equally 

(Continued on page 11) 
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one." I'm thankful that our heavenly 
Father is a God of grace, not justice, at 
the point of forgiving his children's sins. 

Let me raise a question. Suppose there 
are a few around, like Alexander the 
coppersmith perhaps, who wear the 
name "Christian" and yet are guilty of 
vicious inhumane action toward their 
brethren. Maybe they haven't killed 
anyone physically. Rather they destroy 
through character assassination or in
nuendo. Or maybe from positions of 
political power and viewing themselves 
as brotherhood watchdo~s they destroy 
the effective Christian mmistry in which 
some brother is engaged. Such people 
contradict the very nature of the Lord 
jesus Christ who lovingly devoted him
self to affirming the ult1mate worth. of 
the individual. Will God respond as JUSt 
or unjust? It would be totally out of 
keeping with what we know of our God 
as revealed in jesus Christ were he to 
turn a blind eye or deaf ear to the 
wronged. It is questions like this that 
shouiCI make the day of judgment not 
only the mo~t impoa:tant bu~ also the 
most interestmg day m etermty. 

11107 Silkwood, Houston, TX 77031 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

Christ Our Sacrifice 
O.H.TABOR 

In general, sacrifice may be defined as man's devotion of 
himself to God, embodied in a visible act. The inner impulse 
leading men to praise, thank, and pray to God, finds an 
expression ih language; but it is ·only fully uttered when. it is 
embodied in an act of renunciation by which the individual 
gives up something. Our purpose in this article is to see how 
he worked it all out so as to save us by the sacrifice of him
self. Paul reminded the Christians at Rome what Christ had 
done when he said, 11You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly, very rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates 
h!s own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ 
d1ed for us." 

There are three words that come to our hearts as we study 
this subject. They are: identification, subjection and comple
tion, as meaningful foundation principles. What the jews had, 
we have, only with fuller and richer significance. They had 
only the foretaste or the shadow while we have the substance. 
Their passover was a prefigurement of ours. Christ, our pass
over, was typified by the Paschal lamb. John called jesus "The 
lamb of God." 

In identification he became, as the Son of God, the Son 
of man in order that he might feel with mankind the strokes, 
the lashes, the hurts as well as the joys and pleasures of 
humanity. In all these deeper emotions of the soul he iden
tified, became related and experienced sameness. "When he 
saw the crowds, he had compasion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd" 
(Matt. 9:36). 

Jesus Christ walked with the sick, the bruised, the crippled, 
the fainting and was 11moved with compassion" for he identi
fied with such suffering. He touched hand and heart with 
the deaf, the stammerer, the blind and the wretched and felt 
their woes. He saw his own city, Jerusalem, lost, astray and 
away from God, just wandering in darkness and misery and 
he wept. He felt the emptiness, the terrible lostness that sin
ners feel and often talked to them and gave the most touch
ing parables concerning the lost state and the Father's love. 

The parable of the prodigal son goes deeply into feelings 
of soul when one is away from home and God. Here Jesus 
pictures the depths and the hurts of sin and shows how the 
son came to himself and returned to find love, warmth and 
forgiveness in the arms of a loving father: Surely Jesus must 
have told this story with tears because of his identification 
w!th lost souls of earth, but also he must have told the story 
w1th gladness for he identified with souls who come to know 
his Father. 

We thank God for a Saviour who can be touched. He was 
tempted as we are tempted. He suffered, the guiltless for the 
the guilty. He so stood in man's place that he felt with man
kind their pains, heartbreaks, agonies, woes and loneliness. 
Someone has said, "he so identified with mankind that he 
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became, as it were, the one great sinner and "God laid on 
him the iniquity of us all." He died in our place, died as we 
should have died as our sacrifice, the substitutionary price 
which we could not pay, for the debt was too great. 

The second word is "subjected." He was subjected to 
punishment which was due us and he received the judgment 
of God upon himself. No doubt, he greatly experienced the 
sense of being lost or astray and this showed in Gethsemane 
when he suffered all alone. He· experienced the sadness of 
such a plight and he knew the heartaches of lostness. Man 
turned away and deserved to be punished so he was wounded 
and bruised in man's stead. "Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for OUR 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all." (lsa. 53:4-6). 

He was subjected to the pains of the cross when the nails 
pierced his hands and feet. As a criminal, he heard the words. 
"Away with him." They stripped him of his own clothes and 
put a scarlet robe on him and mocked him and whipped him. 
They platted a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They 
mocked him, smote him and gave him vinegar to drink and 
"Sitting down, they watched him there." He was so sub
jected to pain for you and me. The great question, which 
every thinking person has weighed in his mind thoughtfully, 
is why did he die? It was not because God was angry with 
mankind for we read, "God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them." 
God was so wrapped in this act of Calvary that all of heaven 
wept with rejoicing. The angels rejoiced then and rejoice 
now when one sinner comes to repentance and goes walking 
toward heaven having accepted the act of Calvary and jesus 
as his substitute. 

One takes hold of the grace of God by faith in his blood. 
It is baptism that is represented as signifying and embodying 
entrance into the eschatological reality of the resurrection. 
To be baptized means to be inserted into the crucified, risen, 
and exalted Christ. 

One final thing remains and the word that describes it is 
"completion." In the beautiful prayer of our Lord he said, 
"Father, I have brought glory to you on the earth by complet
ing the work you gave me to do" (John 17:4). Again, he said 
while on the cross, "It is finished." The sacrifice has been 
offered. The offer~r identified with lost and dying humanity 
so as to know their needs and feel their pains caused by sin 
which ruined the race and separated man from his Creator. 
He was subjected to every hurt that humanity can ever bear 
so that he might finish the scheme of redemption. He is now 
qualified as high priest and king. Some day he is coming 
again and every eye shall see him. Until that blessed day his 
bride, the church, is risen with him and for her tomorrow is 
now! From start to finish the New Testament rings with the 
note of fulfillment and the messianic age has dawned. God 
has assured us all of the future by raising Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah, and his people share in that victory and have passed 
from death to life in the Son, and have the promise that they 
shall be glorified with him. 

The end in in sight, by the eye of faith, and all his prom
ises are as sure as if they were already fulfilled. 

415 Terrace Circle, Lamesa, TX 79331 
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A review-

Preachers Age Faster Than Others 
JOHN W. GAY 

I read with interest brother Moser's article on the difficul
ties older preachers face in securing work opportunities with 
congregations. I appreciate the insight and concern about 
men who have sacrificed their lives and in later years find 
their services unwanted. Though I agree with brother Moser 
that many elders and churches are inconsiderate of older 
preachers, and I do appreciate the fact that he wrote the 
article that he did, there is at least one sad reason for this 
that is the fault of preachers themselves. This I want to lov
ingly and kindly discuss. 

I have some very close friends who are older preachers 
whose services are becoming more unwanted by larger 
churches, and they therefore are not only disappointed but 
sometimes face financial difficulties. Some of these wonderful 
Christians are finding themselves without a good income, 
without a home, savings, etc., as well as limited opportunities 
to serve. 

But I think in some instances there are reasons for this. 
One bad mistake that some of us make as preachers is that 
after 25 years we really don't have the 25 years' experience 
that we sometimes claim that we do, but maybe have more 
correctly one year's experience 25 times. I have noticed that 
many times those of us over 50 who preach are not keeping 
up. By this I do not mean that we should change the gospel 
message because it is the same today as in the days of Paul, 
neither do I mean that we should use unethical or unwise 
denominational or gadgetry m~thods. But I am insisting that 
many of us older preachers are not keeping up. just before 
reading brother Moser's good and thought-provoking article 
my wife and I were discussing this very subject. In one large 
city where we lived sometime ago and where there are nu
merous congregations with which we are quite familiar, we 
could not think of one preacher over 50 in pulpit work. 

When attending preachers' luncheons in one city there was 
one very successful preaching brother who would say, "John, 
what good book have you read recently?" Another preaching 
brother would often comment on books that he had read. 
Both of these men are very successful in working with grow
ing churches, but the sad thing is that many of us preachers 
are so involved in programs, office work, bulletins, visitation, 
etc. that in some respects we are rather shallow after years 
of preaching experience. · 

Brethren, we need to read! Not only do we need to read the 
Bible, which is number one on our list, not only should we 
read brotherhood magazines and books, which are number 
two on our list, but we should read other materials as well. 
There is much to be learned from people not in our brother
hood, and there are some things that can be ·(earned from 
those who do not even claim to be Christians. Often we 
close our eyes to these people and fail to learn some valu
able lessons. 

I try to get the people where I preach to read. Whenever 
we study a book of the Bible, I suggest that they buy a few 
commentaries on that book. These I think should not be 
limited to our brethren, but I do believe that at least one of 
these books ought to be a brotherhood publication. If they 
but only one, it should be by the brethren. 

But, in addition to this, there are excellent books on a 
variety of subjects that will widen our horizon. Today we 
should know what the Bible teaches on marriage and divorce, 
youth conduct, etc., but we would be wise to read extensive
ly books on the husband/wife relationship, parent/child, hu
man behavior, counseling techniques, etc. We need to study 
more books that have to do with first century backgrounds 
so as to have a better grasp of the problems revealed in the 
New Testament scriptures. 

We need to be students of the Old Testament prophets 
and the richness of their writings. It would help to know 
what took place between Malachi and Matthew so as to 
better understand the problems with which jesus dealt and 
that were faced by the early church. Yet, do not misunder
stand me, brethren, because I sincerely believe that the Bible 
needs to be our first and number one book of study. 

We live in a world that is materialistic-minded, sex
oriented, and godless. One thing I have noticed about our 
younger preachers. is that though they are not as knowledge
able in general as older preachers are and not as capable in 
handling church problems that cause dissension and some
times splits, or marriage difficulties, etc. they do seem to be 
more in touch with the world around them and the needs of 
the unsaved. They are usually willing to get out where the 
world lives and help people who are so overwhelmed with 
Satan's society. 

On the other hand, some of us over 50 are still living in a 
1940 world applying 1940 methods to a 1983 generation. In 
evaluating the work of men in the 50 age bracket some are 
still quite in demand and some few who are not far from this 
age are still effective as youth ministers and Bible chair direc
tors. Now, why is this? These people are unusual, but why are 
they unusual? I believe the answer is that these men are 
keeping in touch with the modern world and applying the 
old time truths effectively. 

The only addition that I would make to brother Moser's 
helpful article is this: Sometimes we bring some of this heart
ache on ourselves and cause ourselves to be unfruitful in the 
kingdom of God because we fail to keep growing as we 
advance in years. Brethren, read! Read widely! Read brother
hood materials regularly! Look for methods to increase your 
effectiveness and to cause the church to grow! 

2717 Elizabeth, Fayetteville, AR 72707 
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The Meaning of Adultery 
J.D. THOMAS 

No doubt due to the pressures for immorality coming from 
our cufture we are seeing in the church continuing efforts to 
justify adulterous sexual unions by calling them "marriages," 
and attempting to confirm them as scriptural. One of these 
recent attempts is a new definition of adultery as "covenant 
breaking." A leaflet has just come to me from Alaska en
titled "Two Concepts Concerning Adultery: A Study and a 
Response." The "study" portion is a very able although brief 
treatment by Wayne jackson giving the lexical evidence and 
biblical references to support the definition of adultery as 
"sexual activity between a married person and someone other 
than his or her rightful spouse." 

The "response" is an effort to say that adultery is primarily 
"covenant breaking" and it may include sexual activity! (One 
wonders how covenant-breaking could be adultery if it did 
not include sexual activity.) 

This new definition runs against all scholarly authorities. 
The general term for illicit sex is "fornication," while adultery 
is that kind of fornication where at least one of the parties is 
married to a third person. This view has been so understood 
by all scholars through the centuries. Adultery is an .extra sin, 
in that it is against the innocent spouse, while other types 
of fornication may be only against each other and against 
God. The idea of adultery being drastically "covenant break
ing" has no support whatever from scholarship. Although its 
advocates may be sincere, it is an invented idea, pure and 
simple. 
· It is no discredit to the true definition of any given word 
that it is "traditional," as this author tries to make something 
out of, since lruth can be traditional! That jesus is Lord is 
quite traditional. So something is not wrong simply because 
it is traditional. A tradition can be the truth. 

The "response" does not answer the statement in Hebrews 
13:4 that adultery is a "defiling of the bed," and covenant
breaking could hardly fit here. Also lust (Matt. 5 :4) is declared 
to be figurative adultery, with equal guilt, but lust can hardly 
be the "fantasizing" of covenant-breaking. Further, the fact 
of "being taken in the act" of adultery Oohn 8:4) could not 
really be thought of as caught in the act of covenant-breaking. 
· A really clear-cut refutation of adultery as covenant-breaking 
is found in Matthew 5:32, where the man "makes his wife an 
adulteress" by putting her away unjustly. The "response" 
states: 

The fact that the husband, who sinfully divorces his wife 
makes her commit adultery. When? not when she marries 

6 [394] 

again, but as he divorces her. Why? because he broke 
ttie covenant. 

And, further, 

Becoming an adulteress in this case is not her fault at all, 
in other words, but his-why? because the covenant has 
been broken! Her committing adultery is not related at 
all to .some fantasized future marital state. Her former 
husband bears the full guilt of her adultery. 

I have quoted the above to show that this writer claims that 
the woman could be guilty of adultery without any sexual 
activity at all on her part, and his claim that she committed 
adultery without doing anything at all! In fact he insists that 
the husband is the one who "bears the full guilt." She did not 
even break a covenant! Yet she is guilty, when she did nothing 
at all. This kind of logic will not do. It will cause people to 
be lost. The author should realize that he is grabbing at straws 
to try to support a conviction that he wants, with no support 
better than the fact that he wants it! The correct understand
ing of this passage is that it is understood that she will engage 
in sexual activity later with someone not her husband, when 
in God's sight she is still bound to him. 

On the point of covenant-breaking, if a man engages in 
illicit sexual congress with a woman other than his wife, but 
she forgives him and does not want to divorce him, but rather 
wishes to keep their marriage covenant intact, she is free to 
do so, .scrip~urally, and in fact may save his soul by doing so. 
This might be the best thing to do-just not break the cove
nant. He still would have been guilty of adultery because of 
his sexual activity, even though the marriage covenant was 
never broken. The fact that he sinned against her and the 
covenant with her gave her scriptural grounds for her to 
break the covenant by divorce, if she so chooses, but she is 
not required to divorce him. God will forgive upon repen
tance, and she can forgive, and if this is possible, it may well 
be the better choice. 

One other point made by the "response" is that repentance 
does not demand restitution, or the ceasing from the sinful 
practice, in order for it to be a genuine repentance. Briefly, if 
restitution is possible it MUST be done. One cannot rob a 
bank and then repent and keep the money. Repentance de
mands that the original situation be restored to the degree 
that is is possible 'to do so. (We will have to wait for a future 
article to cover this point thoroughly.) 

1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
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The New Testament Church {7) 
.JERRY HARVILL 

Someone has said that, wherever the apostle Paul went, he 
caused either a riot or a revival. And when, with Silas and 
Timothy, he went to the historic Grecian seaport of Thessa
lonica, he caused both (Acts 17:1-10). 

In Paul's day Thessalonica (the modern Salonica) was the 
most populous city in Macedonia, and an influential center of 
commerce and Greek culture. Its strategic location as a com
munication and trade center had attracted a large colony of 
Jews in whose synagogue Paul initially concentrated his min
istry (Acts 17:1-2). The result was that in three weeks his mis
sion produced a rich harvest of converts, not only of jews, 
but also a great multitude of influential God-fearing Greeks 
(Acts 17:2, 4). 

In reaction, local unbelieving jews jealously organized a 
riot against him (17:5-9), compelling him to move on in his 
second missionary journey (c. A.D. 50). However, the church 
was firmly established in Thessalonica and flourished even in 
Paul's absence (d. 1:2, 3; II 1 :1-3). Subsequently, from 
Corinth (c. A.D. 50), Paul wrote the Thessalonian letters con
taining: (1) commendation for the saint's growth in Christ, (2) 
vindication of the Apostle's ministry and methods, (3) admoni
tion to moral integrity, and (4) revelation regarding the last 
things. 

Profile 
It is clear from Paul's correspondence that the Thessalonian 

church was dear to the apostle's heart. He constantly thanks 
God for them (I 1:2, 3; II 1 :1-3) and they are his source of 
great joy before God (I 3:9). Furthermore, he describes his 
ministry among them in categories of (1) a nursing mother's 
gentleness (I 2:7-8), (2) a workman's earnest toil (vs. 9, 10), 
(3) a father's loving counsel (vs. 11, 12), and (4) a winner's 
exuberant joy (vs. 19, 20). It is understandable, therefore, how 
desperately Paul wanted to see them again (I 2:17, 18; 3:10), 
and how exasperated he was at being "hindered by Satan" 
(2:18). 

Paul praises the Thessalonians' faith, love, and hope (I 1 :2, 
3), which had become a model for all believers (I 1:7, 8); II 
1 :4). In addition, their aggressive evangelism, even in the face 
of sharp opposition (I 1 :6; 2:2; 3:3-5), had penetrated 

throughout Macedonia and Achaia (I 1 :8). They not only 
received the gospel well (I 1 :9; 2:13), they also shared it with 
enthusiasm. 

Here, then, was a group predominantly ex-idolaters (I 1:9, 
1 0) who were chosen by God (I 1 :4) and called through the 
gospel (II 2:14) to function as models in sanctification (I 4:3-7) 
and hopeful thanksgiving (I 5:18). This church which met the 
gospel with full conviction (l 1 :5), now receives the full con
fidence of Paul (II 3:4). 

Model 

I am impressed with what Paul isolates as praiseworthy at 
Thessalonica. What he eulogizes are not the quantitative 
aspects of church growth which we today have come to 
idealize, but rather the qualitative triad of faith, love, and 
hope (11:2, 3; 3:6i 4:13; II 1:1-3). What excited the apostle 
was that at Thessalonica their work and labor and endurance 
were manifestations of spiritual realities. 

But it must be pointed out that these realities are not al
ways present in a church's work, labor, and endurance. It is 
possible to have the externals without having the internal, 
qualitative realities; "busy work" may disguise spiritual empti
ness and starvation (see Matt. 23:27, 28). Our modern fixa
tion upon size, numbers, and amounts threatens to ally our 
discipleship more to big business and Dale Carnegie than to 
the Man from Nazareth whose focus was qualitative and spir
itual. I have the feeling Paul's categories of "faith, hope, and 
love" would be strangely irrelevant in much of our con
temporary brotherhood reporting. Have we so thoroughly 
been influenced by Madison Avenue that what to Paul was of 
central value in the church has become merely a footnote to 
us today? 

It is time for us to take seriously our own slogans, and begin 
restoring more than the externals of the New Testament 
Church. The plain truth is, in the areas of Biblical "faith, hope, 
and love," there remains much for the modern church to 
restore. 

(To be Continued) 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 
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The Value of One-Talent Christians 
DOUGLAS F. THREET 

In the seventeenth century, the poet 
John Dunn penned the well-known and 
classic statement that "No man is an is
land, entire of itself; every man is a piece 
of the continent, a part of the main." 
Being a "part of the main" entails some 
basic responsibilities which are im
possible to ignore or avoid. Similarly, the 
apostle Paul, by means of comparing the 
church with human anatomy, empha
sizes that every Christian accounts for a 
valuable and working part of the body 
of Christ. Whether we want to be or not, 
we are a part of the body assigned with 
the responsibility of implementing and 
using the abilities God has given us. 

Every member doing simply a single 
task represents one of the primary les
sons derived from 1 Corinthians 12:12-
26. Therefore, a foot, a hand, or an arm 
fulfills no other function or purpose than 
the one each is most suited for. And 
Paul expressly emphasizes that the 
existence of a healthy body depends 
upon the various parts working har
moniously together. The apostle leads us 
to the realization that, as Christians, we 
need each other in order to attain spir
itual health and vitality on a congrega
tional basis. Even though we may 
be blessed with only one talent or 
ability, we are equal in importance to the 
"multi-talented" individual who might at 
first appear to be more significant. In 
God's sight every member of the local 
congregation is deemed important and 
valuable. 

What Makes a Church Grow? 
Many people ask why the church is 

growing so rapidly in some areas and so 
slowly elsewhere with similar circum
stances. just exactly what does it take to 
make a church grow? The following has 
been suggested. 

The church grows where there is a 
spirit of love, unity and understanding 
among the members, and where they in 
turn manifest these attitudes toward the 

. people of the community-a "better 
than thou" or "we are right and you are 
wrong" attitude cannot convert people 
to Jesus Christ. 

The church grows where the leaders 
are men of diaracter, reputation, zeal 
and vision. Where little men oversee the 
work of the church very little will be 
done. Elders and deacons should be re
spectable and responsible citizens as 
well as scripturally qualified functioning 
and devoted Christians. 

The church grows where the local 
preacher sets a high spiritual tone and 
where he challenges the members to do 

·great things for the Lord. 
The church grows where there is a 

will to work. When a church has the at
titude that they are too small to do 
much work, they will be small. Too many 
churches are nothing more than wor
shiping societies, only keeping hours for 
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Christians who do "one thing" are, in 
God's purview, the real 11stars" in the 
local congregation. And we are all well 
aware that they might not receive just 
and deserved recognition. Nevertheless, 
it is encouraging to see them always 
busily applying tnat one, very precious 
talent. Without the work and duties per
formed by so many of these 110ne-talent" 
Christians, there could be no local con
gre~ation of the Lord's people. Not sur
pris~ngly, therefore, jesus expresses deep 
concern over·the involvement or lack of 
it by the one-talented person. The man 
was judged and found wanting who 
concentrated his efforts upon hiding the 
talent which had been bestowed upon 
him. It takes just as much energy to hide 
a talent as it does to put it into action! 
How tragic that we immobilize our
selves like the one-talent man in Jesus' 
parable by erroneously concluding that 
great energy is needed in order to use 
our abilities. 

Furthermore, have you ever won
dered why God has bestowed Rreater 
honor to the seemin~ly "inferior parts 
of the spiritual body? Paul provides us 
with the reason by explaining that honor 
bestowed upon the apparent inferior 
members of the body neutralizes any dis
cord in the body. "God has tempered the 
body together, having given more abun
dant honor to that part which lacked: 
That there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should 
have the same care one for another." 

EDWIN MYERS 

the Lord. A church at work will win 
souls for Christ. 

A church will grow where it plans for 
the future. A church that meets today's 
needs tomorrow is always behind. The 
congregation must plan for the future in 
providin~ adequate buildings for wor
ship servaces and Bible school, in obtain
ing efficient personnel, aa:td assuming 
benevolent and mission responsibilities, 
and in being Bible-centered in all of its 
activities. 

A church will grow where God is hon
ored, Christ is preached, and where the 
Holy Spirit plays a part in the life of 
the members. When the gospel is 
preached in truth and love, then the 
church is on the march. 

Brethren, I truly believe that the chal
lenge is here before us. God is opening 
doors of opportunity for service and I 
believe that we each ought to take as our 
motto 11Use Me in '83." We need to 
recognize the reality of ·paul's affirma
tion in Philippians 4:13, 111 can do all 
things through Christ which strength
eneth me." Let's allow God to use us 
to his glory in order that the church 
might grow and souls might be saved. 
"Unto him be glory in the church and in 
Christ jesus." 
Rogers, AR 72756 

(1 Cor. 12:24, 25) Perhaps you also recall 
the time that apostles James and John 
sought positions of power on the right 
and left hand of jesus. They were at
tempting to position themselves in the 
places of honor rather than seeking ways 
of service, which is what Jesus desired 
for all of the apostles. Because james and 
John concentrated upon power and 
honor, the seeds of discord were sown. 
The inevitable consequence of their de
sires was turmoil among all of the 
apostles. 

Placing greater honor on the seeming
ly unimportant parts of the spiritual 
body, however, helps us avoad the 
schism causing practace of holding UP. 
only a few "key" personalities. Thus, af 
you can only do but one thing in the 
cause of Christ and think that you are 
thus insi~nificant, you need to alter your 
perspectave and take heart. 

The Problem of Goodness 
JAMES D. BALES 

The problem of evil forces itself on our 
attention by our personal experience 
and by the news. We do not have to 
know why God permitted evil to exist, 
in order to seek the good and to try to 
overcome the evil. Ttiere is darkness in 
life, but one is foolish if he turns out the 
light that we have and plunges himself 
into total darkness. 

However, the purpose of this article 
is not to deal with the problem of evil 
but to present very briefly the problem 
of ~ood. In a world such as the atheist 
envasions, how could there be good in 
the light of which one recognizes that 
certain things are evil? If there is no 
moral law, there is no moral evil. If 
there is no kindness, there is no cruelty. 
If there is no justice, there is no in
justice. The atheists cannot handle the 
problem of evil for there is no evil un
less good exists. How did good originate 
in a materialistic world? 

Bruce Barton years ago reflected on 
the problem of evil, and concluded that 
one could not know why evil existed. 
"But this we do know-there is some
thing in the universe which is not heart
less, and which deserves to be eternal. 
That something is human personality at 
its best; men and women bearing sor
row bravely, sacrificing for those they 
love, holding fast to faith. 

"How did so much goodness get into 
a world so bloody and tough?" (Edi
torial, Redbook Magazine, February 
1934, p. 4.) 

In a world in which there is often a 
lack of love, how could it be that God so 
loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that we through him can 
be saved? Christ died for us while we 
were weak, ungodly sinners and at en
mity with God. His resurrection brings 
to light the eternai inheritance which is 
incorruptible, undefiled and which will 
not fade away (John 3:16; I Peter 1 :3-9). 
Let us not let evil blind us, or deceive 
and bind us, but go through life with the 
conviction that through Jesus Christ we 
can triumph over sin and death. 
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American Indians-

A Major Unreached Mission Field 

North American Indians (excluding 
Central America) total more unreached 
ethnic groups than 49 of the 65 nations 
listed "unentered" in the latest World 
Mission Information Book print-out, by 
population. 

The U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs ad
ministers 263 tribes and counts 50 
11terminated" tribal ethnic groups in the 
49 states. Canada has about 250,000 In
dians in unacculturated groups and 
tribes, which along with the U.S. makes 
over 1,500,000 Indians living in largely 
separate cultural groups of tne most ne
glected, poverty-stricken, forgotten un
evangelized people in this western 
world. 

If Matthew 28:19 means what the 
original word says (ethne), then is there 
not an obligation to take the gospel to 
these ethnic groups who will never hear 
it in our moC:fern churches? Two more 
points about this idea: (1) The American 
Indians are not as much assimilated into 
our general society as we imagine. They 
are different ethne as truly as any for
eign country-only they think of them
selves as the American of old, and most 
of 11US" as interlopers on their land. (2) 
If anyone thinks this is not a fair com
parison to other ''nations" unevange
lized, look squarely at Acts 2:5. We see 
that even though all the multitude was 
"God-fearing Jews" they were "from 
every ethnous." Like those Jews, the 
American Indians of many languages are 
separate ethnics. 

Small Effort in This Century 
There are beginnings of mission effort 

in five or six states and Canada, but the 
work of American Indian churches in 
Oklahoma and others east of the Rockies 
has faded to very small residues. We 
cannot confirm but two or three all
Indian churches or Indian churches or 
Indian preachers going to their people 
in Mid-America. 

In Canada there are Indian churches 
in Saskatchewan, Ontario and Manitoba, 
according to Jim Williams who followed 
up an opening by Alvin jennings and 
others among the Cree about 25 years 
ago. Williams has seen three congrega
tions started on Red Pheasant, Pound
maker, and Thunderchild Reserves near 
North Battleford. There is an all-Indian 
church at Ice Lake, Ontario, started by 
Brodie Harrell. 

Eight Navajo Churches Today 
In present time there has been active 

evangelizing by white missionaries for 15 
years in the Navajo region of Arizona, 
New Mexico and Utah, with eight 
churches started. 

OMAR BIXLER 

In approximate order of age the 
churches of Navajo people are, Hogback 
(Waterflow, NM) under Brown Trail, 
Texas elders: Kayenta, the Fred Austins 
(no congregational sponsorship): Monte
zuma Creek, Utah, the Bruce Terrys 
under Anson, Texas elders: Tuba City, 
Az, the Clarence Davises, under Los 
Alamos, New Mexico elders; Many 
Farms, Arizona, the Kirkpatricks under 
Camelback church, Phoenix; the C. C. 
Knoxes who have worked some time at 
several of the missions and several years 
at Hogback, Montezuma Creek, and now 
in a new fast-growing rural church at 
Kinlichee, near Ganado, Arizona under 
Northwest church in Phoenix; Shiprock, 
New Mexico, the largest Navajo church 
was an outgrowth of the Hogback mis
sion, now under the Northsicte church 
of Farmington, New Mexico, with the 
W. B. McPhersons and Tom Fishers 
evangelists. 

Ft. Defiance-Window Rock congrega
tion is under University church elders, 
Albuquerque, with Omar Bixlers and new 
workers Brian Schuchs developing Nava
jo leadership for both the "town" 
growth and rural Navajo type rural evan
gelism. There are today about 185 active 
members in these eight supported mis
sions. Last year Jesse Hampton, of 
Chickasaw descent, left his small Navajo 
church at Manuelito in charge of two 
Navajo men who have preached con-· 
siderably. Hampton is retired from a 
B.I.A. career and is going to other tribes 
and pueblos in New Mexico to initiate 
new work. 

The first four missions above were 
started by Cortez, Colorado, in the late 
60's and 70's. 

Joe Gilmore, a fine Indian preacher in 
California, spoke on American Indian 
mission work of the past at Freed
Hardeman lectureship in 1981. He re
viewed the work of several strong In
dian preachers of the past half-century. 
He and others he knew are preaching to 
the white brethren in areas of strong 
churches, and a few who established In
dian churches are gone from the scene. 

There are still some evangelists reach
ing Indian groups in North Carolina 
(Cherokee, N.C.), the Dakotas, N.E. 
Oklahoma, and Canada. Gilmore and 
others who have tried to report on the 
situation say they find no surviving In
dian churches sL:Jch as Oneida, Wiscon
sin, and Oklahoma congregations at 
Redden, Adel, Iron Stob, and Cary. We 
hear of a young man in Michigan who 
plans to preach to American Indians. 
We hear of an Indian church near Ok
mulgee, Oklahoma, and considerable 

knowledge and interest in Indian 
churches or mission work around Tahle
quah. (Someone in position to follow up 
this subject, research it thoroughly, as 
needed.) 

Brother Gilmore ·recalled the good 
work of such Indian preachers as Scott 
Sheridii, a Choctaw; Stanley Norris, a 
Yurock in California; Chester Hunnicutt, 
Cherokee; and gives a full history of the 
work of James White, Sioux, among the 
Oneidas of Wisconsin. He mentions 
strong preachers from several tribes, who 
are well known to this day-Cieon Lyles, 
Robert R. Price, Bill Price, Albert Fleet
wook, Allen Fleetwood, Ward Hogland, 
Wilkin Bacon. 

In Hot Springs, South Dakota, Neil 
Phipps has preached on the radio for 
many years, directing much of his 
preaching to the Sioux of that area, but 
we can confirm no Indian congregations 
on those reservations. 

Indigenous Goals Projected 
At Ft. Defiance the workers and visti

ing teachers have in recent years reached 
into three nearby rural 11Chapters" with 
vacation Bible schools and one short 
11Camp meeting," Navajo style. They are 
now working on a new process of Nava
jo-type camp meetings, in which the 
host Navajo family supports the whole 
operation, and NavaJo men do the 
preaching. We have four Navajo men 
around the reservation capable of 
preaching in the language that fifty per
cent of the Navajos want to hear. It 
has been fully proven that Navajos will 
respond far more rapidly in the rural
extended family-clan setting. 

Fundamentalists of several types have 
started 105 "camp churches" and Nava
jo-operated churches in the last thirty 
years, compared to one in the hundred 
years before. We plan definitely to fol
low this model in our areas around this 
civic-educational center of the reserva
tion, to get into the third phase of cross
cultural mission accomplishment-the 
truly indigenous Navajo church. We will 
always have Anglos coming and going 
at Window Rock-Ft. Defiance-where 
councilmen and many other leaders of 
the Navajo circulate from all the reserva
tion from 109 chapters in the 175,000-
square-mile reservation with 160,000 
persons. Only a few miles out from these 
centers the Navajo families will invite 
Navajo preachers, will listen for hours 
at a time, and have time to be friendly 
and cooperative-even to experienced 
Anglo Bible teachers. 

Box 556, Ft. Defiance, AZ 86504 
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"SCOTLAND FOR CHRIST" 
MISSIONARY IN RESIDENCE 

AT SUNSET 

"What a thrill it is to be a part of 
"Scotland for Christ in the 80's," said 
Alex Strachan. Never before has there 
been such unity and vision in the church 
of Christ in Scotland. During the next 
decade, the 17 evangelists in Scotland 
have purposed a plan to evangelize the 
5.5 million people of Scotland. Every 
goal has been surpassed. 

On March 6, Alex Strachen and Dean 
English left Scotland on a six-week mis
sion to establish a program that w ill 
plant congregat ions o the Lord's people 
m the strategic cities of Scotland. At the 
invitation of Sunset School of Preach
ing, a one-year M issionary- in-Residence 
program was set up to recruit teams for 
Scotland. 

The first stop was Iowa. There they 
recruited th ree families and were inter
viewed by the local news. The next stop 
was Preston Road School of Preaching in 
Dallas. Another eight families were or
ganized into teams for a survey trip in 
April, 1984. 

After arriving in Lubbock the program 
was officially introduced in a television 
interview and special chapel service at 
the Sunset School of Preaching on 
March 21. That evening 22 fami lies 

signed up to make a survey trip within 
the next year. After visiting the Tulsa 
workshop another 30 families were add
ed to the list. Teams are already being 
formed for Dundee, Paisley, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, and Perth. Teams will also 
be formed for other major cities. 

Thirty-three families, nine A. l.M. stu
dents and seven singles have pledged 
their lives and talents to the Lord in 
Scotland. 

For further information contact Dean 
English and Alex Strachan, Sunset School 
of Preaching, 34th and Memphis, Lub
bock, TX 79410. 

james W. Ferguson, Sr., 777 Brother
hood Way, San Francisco, Cal. 94132: 
Virgil Trout, along w ith a host of other 
speakers and teachers, highlighted the 
Bay Area School of Religion's 17th An
nual · Lectureship in Pleasanton, Ca. It 
was a week of in depth Bible study and 
52 congregations checked in during the 
week. Dr. Mike Armour, president of 
Columbia Christian, wi ll be the gradua
tion speaker for the school on June 12. 
Our work in San Francisco continues to 
show growth. A mission forum, youth 
forum and a ladies lectureship round out 
our year's work here at Lake Merced. 
We hope to have Reuel Lemmons with 
us in a week meeting in early 1984. 
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LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and ch ildren 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDREN$ HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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IN WHOSE STEPS? 
(Continued from page 3) 

quick to find fault, or, if all else fai ls, to 
declare them "liberal" and dismiss them 
as troublemakers. 

jesus said, "Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut 
off the kingdom of heaven from men; 
for you do not enter in yourse lves, nor 
do you allow those who are entering to 
go in." W hat we prefer is to clone exact 
duplicates of ourselves and turn them 
loose on the world, or, more exactly, 
the brotherhood. j esus hated the legal
istic pharisaical system. He said, "Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you travel about on land and 
sea to make one proselyte; and when he 
becomes one, you make him twice as 
much a son of hell as yourselves." 

Pau l summed it up when he said of 
those who were trying to force others 
to earn their own salvation through the 
keeping of law and human tradition, 
"You have been severed f rom Christ, 
you who are seeking to be justified by 
law; you have fallen from grace" (Gal. 
5:4). That certain ly makes me want to 
take a second look at my theology .. . 
we are talking about serious matters 
here. 

I'm not suggesting for a moment that 
we stop immersing sinners for the re
mission of their sins or start using an 
organ in our worship. I am suggesting 
that we understand that our salvation 
rests in the cross of Christ and that we 
are saved by the grace of God without 
regard to our good deeds. 

Pau l wrote, "For by grace you have 
been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as 

DO YOU 
Want toPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that is 
thoroughly Bible -centered and 
academically excellent? 

M:{9~~~i~i 
Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 289-2896 

a resu lt of works, that no one should 
boast." 

I am also suggesting that we allow 
others the right to their opinions and 
that charity and brotherly love reign as 
our sovereign attitude. Perhaps then we 
can begin to evangelize a critically 
watchfurworld because we w ill show, not 
just tell, but show them we are d isciples 
of Jesus by the love we have one 
for another. Think about it. 
6323 Irwin, Lawton, OK 73505 

Call or Write 
404-245·7675 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

AIJ,..~ ("/,;,;.,., Undergraduate 
C I / (D I & Graduate 
Jchoo o l\eligion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A. . B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full ScnorarS I'HPS AvitiiOI• For Full T1me Stue1ents on A.Utn C•mpu3 

Gl ApptO!Ied 011 Ctmpus Ptograms Avat/aOte 

Call Cotlecl tor Or. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

6020 Atlanta Hlghwoy. Montgomery. AL 36117 

HIGH ENERGY .:.._ LOW NOISE 
Quality Voice Tape - 5 Screw - SHIPPING/HANDLING 

Tapes Only 
25-199 Add 15% 
200-499 Add 10% 

C-60 
25-99 100·199 200-499 500-999 1000·4999 
.49 .47 .45 .42 .39 

500-999 Add 71,1,% 
1000-or more Add 5% 

C-90 .65 .61 .56 .54 .52 

HARD PLASTIC BOXES - FINEST QUALITY - HINGED SAVE! 
Cases@ 
10 cents 

I Doz. 2 Doz. 3 Doz. 4 Doz. Each Additional Dozen 
$1.75 $3.00 $4.25 $5.15 Add 90 Cents 

when 
Add Add Add Add (5 Dozen Or More) ordered 
$.96 $1.12 $1.25 $1.50 Add15% with Tape~ i 

!PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDERI c.~~D. ~ 
'NtiV'I...,.,.~""-V'J'JV'J'A......,J'.·.·.vv.-...-..-..-...-.·.:vv-JV:J\,WAV.•.•.•n.·.-.y"""" 

A two-year cu1·riculum for evangelization among a quartet· 
of mankind, the Chinese. Begins every September. 
For full details write: 

SUN.SET 

DEPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES 
AL HENDERSON, Chairman 

3723 · 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 7 9410 

Tel. 806/792-5191 

• In-depth study of the history, religion, sociopolitical and cultural 
background of China. 

• Chinese Mandarin language taught daily by native speakers (in
cludes studies in the Chinese Bible). 

• Courses from mission department and in how to build churches 
and personally evangelize the Oriental. 

• Work with hundreds of Chinese students at Texas Tech Uni
versity and worship with the Chinese Church Of Christ in 
Lubbock. 

• Yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, and Asia (42.5 million 
Chinese live outside mainland China) . 
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HIGHLAND OAKS SETS 
TEXAN A TIENDANCE RECORD 

Highland Oaks Church of Christ in 
Dallas made history May 1 when more 
than 7,200 people attended Bible class 
at the congregation's Great Day in May. 
The event broke a twelve-year-old Texas 
record of 4,415 set by the Broadway 
congregation in Lubbock. Combined at
tendance for the morning's activities, 
including two Bible schools, was 14,393. 
Over 2,000 local residents visited the 
services. 

The former Garland Road congrega
tion was celebrating i ts move into a 
new, larger · facility located on the LBJ 
Freeway, the major loop around Dallas. 
The new building includes an audi
torium that seats 3,000. 

Ira North, minister of the Madison 
church in Madison, Tenn., and Joe Bar
nett, former speaker on the Herald of 
Truth, spoke concurrently at the two 
morning services. · 

Dr. Paul Faulkner, professor of Bible 
at Abilene Christian University, Rick 
Parras of the Denver Broncos football 
team, Landon B. Saunders, speaker on 
the nationally broadcast Heartbeat 
radio program, and Gene Stallings, de
fensive backfield coach for the Dallas 
Cowboys, were featured speakers in 
various Bible classes. 

NEWS FROM NEW DELHI, INDIA 

J. C. Choate, Box 3815, New Delhi 
110049, India: I have now completed 
another series of recordings for our 
radio work in India. We have 16 weekly 
programs in five languages broadcast 
from Colombo, Sri Lanka to all parts of 
India and neighboring countries. These 
programs continue to bring a tremen
dous response. 

During the fast week of March I made 
a preaching trip through Pakistan. I 
visited w ith brethren in Sialkot, Lahore, 
and Karachi. 

Before going to my home in Winona, 
Miss. on May 25, I will be making a 
preach ing trip through Indonesia. I will 
return to India in September of this 
year. 

_.,_ Firm FoD.Dd•tJon aubacrlptlon makes a 
wonderful birthday or anniver sary gltt. 

WANTED-
PERSONAl EVANGEliSTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324-0120 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box comains I .000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Anractively designed- These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a g lasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable- No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

12 (400] 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thouSc'Uld 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

f~rm foundMion Pul>lishing House P.O. Box 6 10 >\ustln, Tex.u 78767 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercia l Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 588·1982 588-1983 588-1984 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 305/636-7671 

Sterling Communications can 
help you make that dream a 
reality. We provide a complete 
range of broadcast consulting 
services, including helping 
you: 
•Locate an available channel 
•Quality for FCC license 
•Build and equip a station 
•Train your staff 
•Program your station 

.The experienced people at 
Sterling Communications have 
an outstanding record in help
ing Christian organizations 
develop broadcast ministries. 
For more information, calf or 
write Abe Thiessen or James 
E. Price today. (615) 899-9393 

cr~G 
SPECIALISTS IN BROADCAST 
FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
Suite 418, Uptain Bldg. 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 

(615) 899-9393 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 7, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single ...................... $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN .#503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE.& ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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BOOKS ~Review 
BIBLICAL COMMENTARY on Jude and 2 

Peter. Richard Bauckham. Word. 357 
pp. $18.9~ 
Dr. Richard Bauckham of England's 

Manchester University makes a strong 
case that these two short epistles deserve 
more attention than they receive. In the 
nitch in history-between the apostolic 
and the post apostolic generation-that 
they occury they contribute richly to 
theologica values. Long on introduction, 
and then dealing with forms, str\Jcture, 
sources, langua~e, date, authorship, etc., 
the author prov1des a lot of material not 
found elsewhere. Generally a conserva
tive view of scripture is maintained. 

THE BOOK OF INSPIRATION. Keats Pub
lishing. 276 pp. $14.95 
Seven of the world of literature mas

terpieces are contained in a single vol
ume. They include Acres of Diamonds, 
Emerson's Essay on Self Reliance, As a 
Man Thinketh by James Allen. The Song 
of Our Syrian Guest by William Knight, 
and Henry Van Dyke's Story of The Other 
WiseMan. 

BIBLICAL COMMENTARY ON PSALMS. 
Peter Craigie. Word. 376 pp. $18.95 
Number 19 in the Word commentary 

series is this new volume dealing with 
the first fifty of the Psalms. This IS per
haps the most 11in-depth" treatment of 
the times and customs of worshiping 
jews who used the Psalms in print. It is a 
careful analysis of langua~e and form. 
Craigie is from the Humamties faculty of 
the University of Calgary, Canada, and 
the author of at least two other volumes 
of this commentary series. 

WOMEN OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Peggy Hall. Hall Publishing. 165 p. Spiral. 
$3.95 

Fourth of a series on the women of the 
Bible by the same author; this one lends 
itself well to studies in the Ladies' Bible 
class. Each character study is followed 
by questions to answer. 

PRACTICAL TRUTHS SERIES. Kregel. 
PRACTICAL TRUTHS FROM ISRAEL'S 

WANDERINGS. George Wagoner. 378 
pp. $12.95" 
A good study of the lessons we can 

learn 1oday from God's dealing with the 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
·time minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos-
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry 1 Church of 
Christ, 824 W. Pipeline Rd. , 
Hurst, Texas 76053. 
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Israelites. All their troubles, cares, judg
ments and joys are carefully examined. 
Wagoner was a prolific Enghsh writer of 
the mid 19th century and this is a reprint 
of a classic work. 

NEVER QUIT. Glenn Cunningham. 
Chosen.143 p. $7.95 

Told at the age of 7 that he would 
never walk again, Glenn Cunningham 
defied the experts and became the out
standing athlete of the 20th Century. A 
book of courage. A fine gift for someone 
who might need it. 

When sending a book for review fn these 
columns, please be sure to !include the price. 

All books renewed here mllJ' be purehaaed from 
tho Finn Foundation Pablfahln~r Hoaae. Please add 
$1.00 for poata~re and lumdlfn~r on otders of $10.00 
or leas: 10% on orders over $10.00. 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

JulyS, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5,1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd •• Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

~-~:;;;~;;;.:.;;---l 
Economical. Energy Efficient ~ 

Church Facilities I 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 

I 0fJer 300 Sloclc Plaru Ready eo Meet Your Needa I 
(615) 383-2313 

~_..__.._....__...._ _ _.._.._ _ _.._...__._..._..__..__.._.._ 

Go Away 
To High School? 

Why Not!! 
Boarding for students grades 9-12 
College prepatory curriculum 
Located on a University campus 
Fully accredited by North Central 
Strong academic emphasis 
Christian environment 
Small classes with qualified faculty 
Individual counseling and career advisement 
All this and more 

Harding 
Academy Searcy, Arkansas 

For more information write: 

Supt. Ed Higginbotham 
Sta. A, Box 775 
Searcy, AR 72143 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
. Preach In Alaska 

Advertiaing in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meeting places. preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptahie matter. 

Established congregation in growing area on the beauti
ful Kenai peninsula is seeking mature, experienced 
preacher. Furnished 4 BR house; salary and fringes 
negotiable, deP.ending upon qualifications. Send cur
rent resume With references to Kenai Church of Christ. 
Box 538, Kenai, AK 99611. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation 
tries to screen advertlaiDg, aDd will. not 
knowingly take questionable advertJaJDg, 
But It Ia the reader's reaponalblllty to ID• 
vestlgnte. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly run an unworthy ad. 
As the old saying goes, before you Invest, 
In veatlp:ate I 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OHA.THAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St.. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689. or 866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA.Y AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubiiD Road 

Pleasanton, California 94560 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
96746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
DENVER, COLORADO 80229 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfield Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448-3557." 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BI'BLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YU!tiA., ARIZ., 631 W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
Retirement Approachingl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 

ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND .. 2205 E. Morgan A.ve .. 
U.S. 480 East Opposite K-Mart. Office! 4'1'1· 
52'11. Dobb7 Wade. MID. 4'18-40Gft. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
lstryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 
and experienced in pulpit and personal work. Counsel
ing experience desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN 55901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation In desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work In the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If Interested call 417-876-4256. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con: 
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
The Church of Christ In Laredo, Texas has Immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
The Church in Estes Park, Colo. is seeking a full time 
minister to work with the congregation in seeking and 
saving the lost. Please send resume to the church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 729, Estes Park, Co. 80517. For addi
tional information you may call Don Chaffin at 303-586-
4003 or Hulon Webb at 303-586-6737. 
Domestic missionary, on site two years, has half sup
port, seeking more. Good work. Planning to stay. 
Rhys Thomas, 506 N. Linn, Fayette, MO 65248. 
Retired college teacher, age 62, with 42 years preach
ing experience, desires to relocate, preferably in Cen
tral or South Texas. Would rather help small, ambitious 
congregation unable to support full-time preacher. 
Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson City, NC 28713. 
(704) 488-6369. 
Financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-772S (day) or 
589·2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. · 
Gospel preacher needed by a small COI'lgregation in 
Kentvllle, Nova Scotia. Canada to work together with 
Brian and Betty (Donop) Garnett. This is a new work· 
(six years old) with great potential. Partial support 
may be provided by a U.S. congregation now supporting 
the work. Please contact the trustees, Church of Christ, 
82 Gracie Dr., Kentville, Nova Scotia, Canada B4N-
4M2. 
Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
SOUND GOSPEL PREACHER, age 34, married, three 
children, seeks to relocate in fulltime work. B.S. Re
ligion, Eastern New Mexico University 1972; Graduate 
Sunset School of Preaching 1974. For resume and ref
erences contact David 0. Widner, 3331 L Street, Eureka, 
Ca. 95501 or phone 707-442-4285. 
WANTED-Minister to work with small congregation 
in N.E. · · ~5. Contact Solon Milton, 214-568-4363 or 
568-4512. 

OPPORTUNilY for well-trained, experienced Individual 
as Child-Care Supervisor. Must be able to work with 
other professionals and willing to work hard. Contact 
Floyd Stumbo Children's Home of Lubbock, P; 0. Box 
2824, Lubbock, TX 79408, (Telephone (806) 762-0481). 
YOUTH MINISTER, graduate of Brown Trail Preacher 
Training School, with 5 years experience in youth work, 
available for immediate placement-married; 3 chil
dren; resume and references upon request. Contact 
Wayne Tomlinson at 817-738-6152. 

VALLEY FORGE ENCAMPMENT 
JUNE 27-JULY 1 

The eighth annual Valley Forge Family 
Encampment will be held on the campus 
of Northeastern Christian junior college, 
Villanova, Pa., june 27-july 1. 

The encampment is sponsored by the 
King of Prussia church, King of Prussia, 
Pa., and is under the direction of Wil C. 
Goodheer, formerly the minister of the 
congregation and presently associated 
witli tile Missions Department of Abi
lene Christian University. 

Inquiries and reservations should be 
directed to Valley Forge Family Encamp
ment, c/o King of Prussia Church of 
Christ, 590 W. Valley Forge Rd., King of 
Prussia, PA 19406. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send ln a list of new subscrip
tions to the Firm Foundation, please be 
aure each has the proper Zip Code number 
after the city and state. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 
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''IT'S TIME TO BELIEVE AGAIN'' 

NATIONAL BUS OUTREACH RALLY 
JUNE 22-26, 1983 

WEDNESDAY PM 
( 2 2nd) • 

THURSDAY PH 
( 2 3 rd) 

FRIDAY AJI.. 
(2~ th) 

SATURDAY AJI.. 
(25th) 

P11 

7:00-8:30 

1 : 1 S-2: oo 
2:00-2 : ~5 

3:00-3 : 45 
~:00-~:~5 

7:00-8:00 
8:00-9 :00 

9 : 00-9 : ~5 
10 : 00-10:~5 

11:00- 11 : ~5 

1: 1 S-2 :00 

2:00-2 : ~5 

3:00-3:~5 
~:00-4 : 45 

7 :00-8:00 
8:00-9:00 

9:00-9 : ~5 
10 :00- 10:45 

11 :00-1 1 :45 

1 : 1 s-2 :00 

2:1 S-3 :00 
3: 15-~ : 00 

7:00-8:00 
8:00-9 : DO 

SUNDAY 
(26th) 

N1 9:30-10:15 

10: 30-11 :3D 

P11 

11 : 30-12 : 15 

6:00-7 :30 

1'1 i 1 ton Chaney 

Norman Slate 
Rocky Rochell 
Morris Grimmitt 
AI bert Hi 11 
Stan Addis 

Norman Slate 
AI bert Hi 11 

AI bert Hi 11 
Earl Anderson 
David Powers 

Albert Hi 11 
Neal Milliqan 
Stan Addis 
John Parrish 
Norman Slate 
Pat Casey 

Stan Addis 
David Powers 

Charles ru i ler 
Norman Slate 
Je ff Lea 
Eddie Plemmons 

Charles Fuller 
Stan Addis 
David Powers 
Roger Li nkous 
Harry Risinger 

Earl Anderson 
David Powers 

Eddie Plemmons 
David Powers 
Pat Casey 
Stan Addis 
Neal l'li 11 igan 

David Powers 

Rally Among God's People 

Analysis of Bus Ministry 
Biblical Leaoersh ip 
Challenge s for the Church 
Reaching Parents 
Sunday in the Bus Ministry 

The Best is Yet To Come! 
Roll on to Victory 

Div ided Assembly 
Bus Captains and Soul Winning 
Leaders and Bus Ministry 

Preacners and Bus Ministry 
Bus Ministry Needs S.T.P. 
Program on the Bus 
Servants and the Bus Ministry 
Goal Days 
The Power of the Church 

Promises, Promises 
Who Cries Over Your City? 

Wholl y Saturday 
Captains and Crews 
Cnallenge Your Teens 
Worship With Children 

Progrem on the Bus 
Work of Bus Director 
God 's Special People 
Educational Program 
You Can 8e Aro Arodrew 
I Be 1 i eve 
11ake Your Place Special 

World of Little Children 
Who Do Y~u Thin k. You Are? 
Time to Believe Again 
World of Junior Children 
Army of Ory Bones 

FOR 1N'FORMATION CO~ACT1 
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LOOKING FOR A GOOD WORK TO SUPPORT? The Eastside 
church in Portland, Oregon, is struggling to meet the. nee?s 
of its Laotian community. Of its total budget, 46% as mas
sions ('h of which is the Laotian mission), but the benevolent 
needs of these people are well beyond present resources. 
Well over 100 pictured here are in a !fen dance, many of wh?m 
have been baptized. If you wou_ld lake to help,_ wrate Laotaan 
Mission, Eastsade Church of Chrast, 9030 NE Ghsan, Portland, 
OR 97220. 

Austin, Texas, June 14, 1983 
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Servant Rulers 

The ultimate worth of any congregation, either to its 
members or to the community, lies in the serving quality 
of its leadership. It makes no difference at all whether 
the congregation is large or small, if it is blessed with 
servant leaders, rather than shot-callers, it can be a 
moving force in the community. 

We believe that ·this concept of the eldership is ab
solutely essential to its ability to get things done, and, 
ultimately, to its value to the community. In a society as 
selfish arid self-centered as ours, a congregational lead
ership that really cares about people has a valuable 
place. Elders have to really care about people; they can
not fool the people. If their labors are for the purpose 
of helping to keep up a front, or to firmly establish them
selves as leaders, it will show through. Elders must care 
enough to be servant leaders. 

It is our conviction that if the church is dying, it is 
doing so primarily because its leadership is consumed 
with holding board meetings and exercising its corporal 
authority, rather than being engaged in maturing the 
Christians who constitute the flock. It is difficult to raise 
the spirit of the church and kindle the fires of zeal and 
enthusiasm by making decisions and giving orders. 
Elders need to show the people rather than tell them. 
The people would rather see a sermon than hear one 
any day. If we ever raise the servant quality of the 
church it must begin with raising the servant quality of 
its leadership. 

Why is it that out of thousands of congregations arise 
less than a dozen mighty churches? While we freely 
admit that there are many factors involved we are con
vinced, after some study at least, that the one ingredient 
that they all have is servant leadership-not only among 
the elders, but among their preachers, deacons, teachers 
and members. Their mighty dreams a·re hammered into 
plans for greater service. This sets them apart from the 
mass of worshiping societies that characterize our 
brotherhood. 

We are coming more and more to the conclusion that 
the only hope of having a growing, successful congrega
tional work is through the development of servant lead
ership. The leadership must take the cross upon itself. It 
must get under the load. It must be composed of a few 
completely dedicated individuals who will get their 
priorities straight, and who have learned the lesson that 

.• 
11lf any among you would be great, let hini be servant 
of all." 
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For too long we have built up the idea that elders were 
managers rather than leaders. We have pictured them as 
administrators rather than exemplifiers. We have thought 
of them as being commanders rather than leaders. We 
do not deny that maintenance functions, calling for 
management and administration, do rest with elders, but 
congregations are not led to power posture by mainte
nance. There is a difference between maintenance and 
leadership. Inspiration and momentum come from lead
ership rather than maintenance. 

Most maintenance functions can be delegated. Lead
ership cannot. We can choose people of good report and 
filled with the Holy Spirit and set them over most any 
maintenance program. Whether it be the Bible school, 
benevolence or building and grounds, there are people 
to whom such works can be delegated. We can em
power, delegate and fund all kinds of maintenance work. 
But we cannot delegate leadership! The unique quality 
of leadership is that it is assumed. The evidence that 
it exists is that people voluntarily follow. It is not the 
function of leadership to regiment and whip into line. 

This is what we mean when we say that elders lead by 
influence rather than by command. Elders who really 
lead must bring 'to the office certain qualities, whi_ch will 
induce the congregation to underwrite their teadership 
with willing and happy obedience. This is what following 
means. Leaders are not drivers; they are servan~ They 
are not shot callers; they are lovable leadP,rs who can 
get their congregations to follow them and to support 
them because of what they are--rather than who they 
are. Congregations thus· led, rather than driven, become 
regenerating, self-planting and self-perpetuating church
es that never stagnate. The church becomes a serving 
church that has a servant leadership. 

It is our opinion that the thing basically wrong with 
our contemporary church situation-the thing responsi
ble for practically all our problems-is that our leader
ership has not accepted the responsibility of leading us 
out of an institution-bound society, and is not prepared 
for the task of leading church members into becoming 
regenerating servants of the kingdom. Evangelism has 
died because leadership is not evangelistic. Leadership 
means going out ahead-showing the way. The leader
ship of the church is not evangelistic. Where are the 
leaders who will prove us wrong? 
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"Back to the 'Old Paths'" RON NEWBERRY 

"We need to get back to the 'old 
paths.' " Who among us has not heard 
or perhaps used this very statement? 
Those who seem to insist that "the old 
paths" become the slogan of all sound 
congregations have no argument from 
this disciple if we are certain to which 
"old paths" we wish to return. 

Do we wish to return to the "old 
paths" of the early restoration move
ment? In J?.rinciple, the answer is a re
sounding 'Yes!" 

Who among us would deny the ~rin
ciples contained in the so-called 'five 
Cardinal Principles of the Christian 
Church" devised by James O'Kelly? At 
the turn of the 19th century O'Kelly 
stated (as recorded in W. E. MacClenny's 
Life of Rev. James O'Kelly) that: (1) the 
Lord Jesus Christ must be the only head 
of the church; (2) the name Christian 
alone should be used to the exclusion 
of all party and sectarian names; (3) the 
Holy Bible must be our only creed and a 
SUffiCient rule of faith and rractice; (4) 
Christian character, or vita piety, the 
only test of church fellowship and mem
bership; (5) the right of private judg
ment, and the liberty of conscience the 
privilege and duty of all. 

Earl West writes in his The Search for 
the Ancient Order Volume 1 concerning 
these principles. "The significance of 
O'Kelly's act1on lies in the main, in the 
direction he was looking. Theirs was a 
movement to overthrow human ele
ments in religion and go only by the 
scriptures. That weaknesses appear in 
the1r five cardinal principles is evident, 
but that they were on the high road 
back to the ancient order is equally evi
dent" (p. 1 0). 

Again, do we wish to return to "the 
old paths" mapped out in the famous 
"Last Will and Testament of the Spring
field Presbytery" in June, 1804, namely 
"items 2, 5, 7 and 1 0? 

Consider each of the four "items" as 
to their principle. 

Item: We will, that our power of mak
ing laws for the government of the 
church, and executing them be dele
gated authority, for-ever cease: that 
the people may have free course to 
the Bible, and adopt the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 
Item: We will, that each particular 
church, as a body, actuated by the 
same spirit, choose her own preacher, 
and support liim by a free will offer
ing, without a written call or subscrip
tion-admit members-remove of
fences; and never henceforth delegate 
her right of government to any man 
or set of men whatever. 
Item: We will, that preachers and 
people, cultivate a spirit of mutual for
bearance; pray for more and dispute 
less; and while they behold the signs 
of the times, look up, and confi
dently expect that redemption draweth 
nigh. 
Item: We will, that Ja-, the author 
of two letters lately published in Lex-

ington, be encouraged in his zeal to 
destroy partyism. We will, moreover, 
that our past conduct be examined 
into by all who may have correct 
information; but let foreigners beware 
of speaking evil of things which they 

• know not. 
Consider F. D. Srygley's statement at 

the end of the 19th century. "We are in 
favor of giving everybody room to think 
and liberty to speak for himself. For 
myself, I am opposed to any institution 
that allows no one but the bosses and 
grand moguls to entertain an idea or 
express an opinion." (The New Testa
ment Church, p. 193). 

Do we not wholeheartedly accept 
Sry~ley's principle? Do we not respond 
pos1tively to the principles enumerated 
m the "Last Will and Testament of the 
Springfield Presbytery"? Do we not 
loudly endorse O'Kelly's "ancient order" 
principle? Moreover, have we not tra
ditionally quoted as next to inspired 
Campbell's famous motto: "Where the 
Bible speaks, we speak; where the Bible 
is silent, we are silent"? That principle 
is certainly in the inspired word. 

Those all seem to be paths worthy of 
our return. Each principle is strongly 
undergirded by Scripture. Because there 
is scriptural support we can then and 
only then endorse these principles. We 
would then conclude that these "old 
paths" are older than the restoration 
movement. They form the very basis of 
the biblical founcfation for the individu
al's response and freedom of personal 
choice. 

The oldest of the "old paths" surports 
a plea for restoration of the idea New 
Testament church. From all appearances, 
a segment of the church in this restora
tion heritage has abandoned the very 
paths they would have us follow. How 
can such a statement be substantiated? 

Consider the camps into which the 
brotherhood is divided on any given 
issue. This writer is rarely asked what the 
Bible says on a given issue. More often 
people ask, "With whom do you agree 
on this issue?" Brothers, are we not in 
danger of being in the same 11Camp" as 
our brothers in 1 Corinthians 1 :10-17? 
Some of us follow brother Apollos; 
others follow brother Cephas. Is Christ 
divided? 

Have we been asked to give UP. the 
right of private judgment and the hberty 
of conscience? That would seem to be 
the case when brothers are criticized, 
accused of heresy, generally drawn and 
quartered when they do not "goose 
step" to the tune of brother "Big" among 
us. 

One man boldly declared that the 
quickest way to destroy our unity is "to 
organize us and undertake to compel us 
all to quit thinking and arguing and ac
cept the conclusions and carry o,ut .the 
plans of 'leading men an~ paper~, With
out the liberty to conce1ve an 1dea or 
express an opinion of our own." 

What modern mind made such a pro-

found statement? Profound indeed but 
it's not modern. F. D. Srygley made that 
statement almost one hundred years ago. 
We have forsaken the "old paths" when 
certain self-app~inte? g';lardians C?f. t.he 
faith dictate wh1ch s1de 1s the defm1t1ve 
side of every issue. God forbid that we 
turn our thinking over to anyone. 

In an article (quoted by West in The 
Search for the Ancient Order Vol. 2, p. 
239) David Lipscomb wrote: 

We have noticed those most ex
treme on one side are liable to run to 
the other extreme. Let your modera
tion be known to all men. Be firm 
for truth, steadfast in the maintenance 
of right, yet forbe(\l'ing to the weak
nesses of our felJ.ow'men, knowing we 
also are liable to~e drawn aside, and 
as we judge others; God will judge us. 
We have often' ,borne with men that 
were wrong, tried to get them right, 
often failed, but have never, regretted 
the forbearance. Be true to the truth, 
oppose the frror but forbear with 
humanity. \ 

"Be firm for thE\ truth, steadfast in the 
maintenance of rtght yet forbearing ..•. " 
That is the old path. "In matters of faith 
unity, in opinior\ liberty, in all things 
charity" is an old :path. "Do unto others 
as you would hav'~ them do unto you" 
is an old path. "W~at judgment standard 
you use, it will be\ used for you" is an 
old path. We must Walk these old paths 
without fail. ' 

Are we adhering to the "old paths" 
when we take it upon ourselves to let the 
brotherhood know whom "we" deem 
unfit for fellowship? Have we not dele
gated the ri~ht of government of a con
gregation mto unauthorized hands 
when we give in to such pressures? Do 
we care more for what the brotherhood 
thinks than for what God thinks? 

Where is the principle of mutual for
bearance? Where is the spirit of praying 
more and disputing less? It is found in 
the "old paths." Where ~s ~he spirit ~f 
partyism? Unfortunately 1t 1s found m 
some "current paths." This writer off.er.s
an "amen" to Item 10 of the "Last Will 
and Testament of the Springfield Pres
bytery." "We will, moreover, that our 
past conduct be examined into by all 
who may have correct inform~tion;. but 
let foreigners beware of speakmg ev1l of 
things which they know not." 

Where is the room for everyone 
thinking and speaking for himself? Again, 
it is in the "old paths." Many who 
clamor for our return to the "old paths" 
will not grant the privile~e of thinking 
for oneself, particularly if 1t differs from 
their traditions worn slick with years of 
use and forever frozen in fo.ssilized 
minds. . 

Brothers, when any institution allow,~ 
only the "bosses" and 11grand moguls 
to freely express opinion ~ithou.t f~ar 
of being branded as a her~t1c, th1s dis
ciple submits that we have mdeed aban
doned the "old paths." Unfortunately 
some who would have us search for and 
return to the "old paths" are far afield 
themselves. As jesus said to their coun-

(Continued on page 11) 
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The People Business 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

If Jesus taught anything during his earthly ministry it was 
that his disciples ought to get into the people business. Our 
probation period on earth is our opportunity to demonstrate 
to God that we are like Christ because we care for our fellow 
human beings. "Where People Mean More" is at the bottom 
of our church letterhead. It's a nice slogan and I'm glad to 
write letters on paper with this thought printed. But the im
portance of people must become more than a motto to 
Christians. Ministering to others is our mandate from Jesus 
Christ. 

We engage in the people business by speaking to them! 
Gabriel proclaimed, "I have been sent to speak to you and 
tell you this good news." Even angels knew the importance 
of communication. let's admit it, unfriendly people don't 
bring lost souls to a loving and friendly jes~s. Shyness is. no 
excuse! We overcome this to get a mate, a JOb, a promotion. 
If we care about people we must speak to them about fesus. 

We engage in the people business by smiling at them! 
"Happy is the one who trusts in the Lord" (Prov. 16:20). 
Sadly, God's people are some of the sourest I have laid eyes 
on. If our fellowship is the joyous family it ought to be, then 
some. of us have not sent the message to our faces. Paul 
wrote that we are to "rejoice evermore." Smiling is the inter
national language .. A smile is a curve that sets a lot of things 
straight. Besides, smiling is contagious. A smile is a very in
expensive way to improve one's looks. God gave us our faces, 
but het left it up to us to put the expressions on them. If we 
are God's redeemed; if we do have hope, peace, joy; if we 
are anticipating Jesus' return; then let'~ show it in our counte
nances! 

We engage in the people business by learning their names! 
"Greet friends by name," said John. I never enjoyed being 
addressed as, "Hey, you!" Hearing one's own name is sweet 
music to the ears. Paul greeted Christian friends by name. 
Someone says, "I don't have a good enough memory to learn 
people's names." We take the time to learn what is important 
to us. learning the names of people we care about is one 
proof of our genuine concern. 

We engage in the people business by being friendly and 
helpful! jesus was called "the friend of sinners." Whe~ we 
become the friend of sinners we just may start convertmg a 
few more. The best way to convert a lost soul is to make a 
friend of him first. just think, friendships in God's church last 
for eternity! God's people ought to be the friendliest in the 
world. No visitor ought to leave any of our- assemblies without 
the feeling that he has been among friends. And always re
member, true friends don't coddle your weaknesses but en
courage your strengths! 

We engage in the people business by refusing to put strings 
on our love! "By this you do show the world that you are my 
disciples, if you have love one for the other," said Jesus. 
Christ didn't withhold his love until people fitted into his 
mold of what he thought they ought to be. The Lord told 
us to love our neighbors and our enemies probably because 
they are often the same people. Christian love is the spice that 
makes what we preach seem believable. 

It's never easy to love the unlovely. But our love must not 
be withheld from drunks, addicts, the poor, the frightened, 
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the weak, the undisciplined brother, the prostitute or the 
fallen church leader. We must never say, "I will love you if 
you do this for me or if you'll be such and such to me." Love 
doesn't make the world go around, but Christian love does 
make the ride worthwhile! 

We engage in the people business by being genuinely 
interested in them! David cried, "I looked to my left and to 
my right and no one seemed to care for me." People don't 
commit suicide because they believe others are interested in 
them. It becomes easier to treat people as valuable human 
beings when we remember that they are all created in God's 
image. It is so simple that we have missed it-if you want 
people to be interested in you, be genuinely interested in 
them. 

We engage in the people business by praising sincerely and 
generously! "I thank my God every time I remember you," 
said Paul to the Christians at Philippi. I never heard of anyone 
who died from a pat on the back. And patting a fellow on 
the back is the best way I know of to remove a chip from 
his shoulder. We must never withhold recognition- when it is 
due someone. A compliment withheld is a criticism. I don't 
know why it is so hard for God's people to praise others. 
Never, never, never brag on yourself. God didn't arrange the 
joints in our arms so we could pat ourselves on the back. 

We engage in the people business by being considerate of 
the feelings of others! "Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you" (luke 6:31). Why is the golden rule so 
difficult to follow? Treating people fairly will eventually pay 
great dividends. One of the truly vital needs of the human 
spirit is to be giyen thoughtful consideration. If the lord's 
people aren't sensitive to the needs and interests of others, 
then who will be? 

We engage in the people business by being thoughtful of 
the opinions of others/ Paul quoted Isaiah quoting God saying, 
"They will not listen to me." If God is frustrated by inatten
tion, surely our fellow travelers on earth must be. It is my 
. opinion that one of our great failures in evangelism is our 
eagerness to speak without first listening. How can we suc
cessfully convert someone until we first know something of 
what he believes? Everyone has the right to his opinions. 

It is discouraging to have something to share and nobody 
willing to listen. Listening is the better half of: the communi
cative process. God gave us two ears and one mouth, perhaps 
because he wanted us to listen twice as much as we speak. 
Let's quit pretending that we have a monopoly on truth! The 
thoughts of others are important. Besides, there are usually 
three sides to every issue: 1) your side, 2) the other fellow's 
side, and 3) the right side. 

We engage in the people business by being willing and 
eager to render service when possible! ''Whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your servant." The technique of 
the towel is not popular among those who are looking out 
always for numero uno. God's people are servants/ministers, 
and when we cease being this, we cease being God's saved! 
If we would just begin serving people as Jesus requsted surely 
the kingdom of God would reap a greater harvest of souls. 
The Lord himself was servant of all. "Even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give 
his life a ransom for many." 

There are plenty of openings! Applications are being taken 
today for those who are serious about getting into the people 
business. 

1223 East Dana, Mesa, AZ 85204 
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A Time To Live and a Time To Die 
W. HARLAND DILBECK 

We never were very interested in science fiction stories. 
We were not concerned nor alarmed by the portrayal of the 
bionic man on television. We simply dismissed it as so much 
nonsense. But when bionicism enters real life, it gives us 
pause to consider. 

At the time of the writing of this article, we had just been 
informed that Barney Clark, the man without a heart, had 
been moved out of his intensive care unit into a private hos
pital room. 

Nicholas von Hoffman, a nationally syndicated columnist, 
views bionic steps to prolong life as: 11No more evolution for 
us, no· more survival of the fittest, no more selection of the 
healthiest, of those with inherited traits best suited to the lives 
humans live," and he goes on to say that 11the living have 
no vested interest in protecting or perpetuating the evolu
tionary processes of their species. Neither they nor their great
great-great grandchildren are going to be around to partake 
of the benefits. Concerning oneself with the evolution of our 
ilk into a higher and better ilk is akin to worrying about the 
sun's gradual loss of heat." 

We differ from this man, since we believe that all men 
spring from God's created Adam, but we agree with him that 
"The defeat of death would bring with it a bionic gerontoc
racy. There would be no retirement, no inheritance, no more 
new generation coming into its own, bringing a new age, a 
new era into flower. Humanity would run in place from now 
unto the end of time. The only thing a young person could 
look forward to is aging and .the experience of having his or 
her parts replaced with superior plastic substitutes." 

Let's look into the possibilities of playing God. We are 
told that Barney Clark was stabilizing very slowly. He was 
gaining strength, and doctors thought he might be reaching a 
plateau that would allow him to be around for a long time. 

And all this without a heart. Of course, he was attached to 
an air compressor and some bits of plastic formed into a 
pump. A time to live and a time to die. Who sets the time? 
Who authorizes the substitution of mechanical parts, and who 
decides when to pull the plug? Not long since one of our 
friends let her tenderhearted son out of her car to attend a 
little dog which had just been struck by a car. She pulled 
around the corner and parked. On coming back she learned 
that a car had struck her son and dragged him into the next 
block as the hit and run driver sped away. The doctors said 
that the little boy's brain had been killed instantly, but they 
took him into the hospital and kept him artificially alive for 
several days. It broke our hearts to watch that mother with 
all the false hopes derived from an artificial heart. And who is 
not familiar with the unfortunate young lady kept alive ar
tificially until it was decided to "pull the plug"? 

We praise Ann Landers for her publication of the will re
questing a person to die with dignity. We applaud one of our 
peers, who on learning of his wife's malignant brain tumor 
conformed to her wishes that she not be kept artificially alive 
as a vegetable. Who can play God? 

Let us speculate into that immortality which doctors tell us 
is within the grasp of the Barney Clarks of this world. We 

are confining our speculation to this present world, because 
a few people are telling us that we are on the threshold of 
obtaining it at our doctor's office. Someone has even written 
a book entitled Conquest of Death, predicting that younger 
people will never take the final ride to the cemetery. Now, 
let us assume that a behind-schedule driver with no brains 
and no brakes does not come barreling through the inter
section and reduce us to hamburger meat. We can then look 
forward to living as long as Methuselah. or maybe as long as 
jared who was an also-ran in this matter of longevity. 

Would this be desirable? We might say with the great 
apostle Paul that "I have a desire to depart and be with the 
Lord." We even know some older persons who sing (and 
mean it) that "Heaven holds to me." They may even have 
reached an advanced but vigorous old age, but the time has 
come when they feel "This earth is not my home, I'm just a 
passing through, if heaven's not my home, 0 Lord, what will 
I do?" It is not that they are exactly tired of this old earth, 
but their spirits have become heavy; they have had enough. 

And that makes us wonder if we came equipped with ner
vous systems, emotional capabilities, etc., that can last for that 
long run. Oh yes, that biblical expression about the spirit 
being willing but the flesh being weak is theoretically re
versed. What with the human improvements, it is now ap
parent that the flesh is willing but the spirit is weak. Paul 
talks about body, soul and spirit remaining entire against that 
day-the body may be rejuvenated for a full 900 years but will 
the spirit be willing? 

What are we going to do when no old people die? This will 
throw a wrench into God's cogs. Paul talks about the sting of 
death. But if death gets his stinger amputated there will be 
no need for babies. God has it planned that babies are to 
take the place of the dying. A time to live and a time to die! 
As soon as we are sure that the good doctors have worked out 
the hitches on the road to universal immortality, mankind 
can start a program of sterilizing all newborns. This would be 
better than the government-supported abortion programs 
already in existence. Someone wrote a book about how the 
tim~ is coming that mankind will have all his parts replaced 
as they get defective. He will have a plug attached to himself, 
and everytime anything goes wrong, he will just plug into 
the "doctoring" machine which will"fix him up." We believe 
that in five or six hundred years, when everybody was aged 
and bionic, we might get tired of it all. 

The cost of gaining immortality on this earth would be a 
boring changelessness. Time, as we know it, would stand still. 
There would be no more time to live and time to die. Human 
life whch God created would be no longer a journey. We 
would no longer be travelers from time to eternity, we would 
travel in a closed loop. 

As ridiculous as this all sounds, there is a serious question 
here. If you were Barney Clark, when and how would you 
consider yourself dead? Left in the hands of God, we can all. 
say with Paul: 110 death where is thy· victory, 0 death, wher~ 
is thy sting? I have a desire to depart and be with the Lord." 

4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91602 
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Five things wrong with 

Pentecostalism 
RAY HAWK 

There are several different Pentecostal groups today, but 
the most aggressive is the United Pentecostal Church, ln~or
porated. This article will point out what is wrong with the 
Pentecostal movement, with special emphasis on the United 
Pentecostal Church, Incorporated. 

Pentecostal groups claim to be inspired, but each group 
teaches doctrine different from other groups. Each claim God 
gives their doctrine. God is not the author of confusion (1 
Cor. 14:33). How are we to determine which group is actually 
inspired? Mark 16:20 shows God confirmed the (inspired) 
word. The group that can perform "real" miracles will be the 
one we will heed. Since none of them can perform miracles, 
we heed none of them but classify them as false churches bent 
on deception. 

Pentecostals claim the signs of Ma·r~ 16:17, 18 are in their 
church today. They claim the tongues, healings, and exorcism, 
but reject drinking poison or handling snakes unless it is an 
accidental occurrence. They tell us the snake handling and 
drinking poison must n_ot be done deliberately, for such 
would be tempting God. We find it hard to believe that God 
demanded the common practice of three of the five signs and 
made the other two accidental when the same language is 
used to describe all five signs. The word "accidental" is miss
ing from the text. Mark 16:20 shows all five signs were com
mon occurrences in the confirmation of preaching. It is true 
Paul was accidentally bitten (Acts 28:3-6), but whether ac
cidental or otherwise, it was a sign to be used right along 
with the other four. Mark 16:17, 18 is the death stroke to 
Pentecostals because it is one of God's tests to show who are 
the Jim Jones of this world! 

Pentecostals claim to have something others do not have. 
They claim Holy Ghost baptism gives them boldness, peace, 
joy, and power. They usually claim power and quote 1 Thessa
lonians 1:5, "for our gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost ... " When you are 
speaking with them, privately or publicly, they will give testi· 
many after testimony to confirm their power, but they never 
confirm their testimony with power. They are powerless! 
According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 4:19, 20, powerlessness 
was indicative of false teachers. Such is the case today. If they 
have a power shortage, then the boldness, peace, and joy 
they also claim is from the wrong source too. They are like 
the Jews who were zealous, but not according to knowledge 
(Rom. 10:2, 3). 
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Pentecostals will use one another's testimony. They believe 
Oral Roberts' testimony that he heals is just as valid as Mary 
Baker Eddy's claims of healings. Since signs, miracles, and 
wonders were given to confirm the teaching of God's apostles 
and prophets, if these different groups which claim such are 
so, we have God confirming contradictory doctrines! It is true 
God confirmed his word (Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:3, 4), but he 
never confirmed false or contradictory teaching. False teachers 
have claims but no power (1 Cor. 4:19, 20). Pentecostalism 
has no power, only baseless claims. 

United Pentecostals claim a special revelation concerning 
the Godhead, received in 1914. They claim that Holy Ghost 
baptism is needed today to witness to an unbelieving world. 
Yet, when asked to confirm their 1914 revelation or perform 
any confirming sign, they quote a portion of Matthew 12:39. 
How convenient to misapply scripture! In their revivals they 
tell people to "expect a miracle." In discussions they claim 
anyone who "expects a miracle" is an "evil and adulterous gen
eration." They claim power is needed to witness (use) to show 
an unbelieving world that God exists and his word is true. Yet, 
in the very places where this "witnessing" is needed, they 
have a power shortage! They say miracles, signs, and wonders 
are needed today to convince an unbelieving world, but they 
claim in the presence of unbelief God is powerless to use 
miracles, signs, and wonders! Amazing. 

I have given five things wrong with Pentecostalism. This by 
no means exhausts the shortcomings of a movement filled 
with error and deception. 

This article is written in hope that those who work with 
Pentecostals will be able to use this material to help their 
friends. Those who may be Pentecostal that read this article, 
be assured that I have written this out of love for your soul. 
What was written by Paul about the Jews can be said by me 
about you. It is my prayer that you will use your zeal correctly. 

There are some qualities Pentecostals manifest that we 
could imitate in churches of Christ. Zeal is one quality we 
need to stir up. Boldness is another. These qualities come, 
not by being immersed in the Holy Spirit, but by following 
the instruction of the Holy Spirit .. That teaching is found in 
the New Testament (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16, 1n. It is· my 
prayer that we will apply it to our lives and carry out the 
Great Commission! 

1461 East Chester, jackson, TN 38301 
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The New Testament Church (8) 
JERRY HARVILL 

THESSALONICA: THE WAITING CHURCH (2) 

The historic Grecian city of Thessalonica was evangelized 
by Paul on his second missionary journey (c. A.D. 50}, and was 
distinguished for its rapid response (d. Acts 17:1-9}. Although 
local Jewish hostility forced Paul to leave the city, the cause of 
Christ was firmly established and flourished even in his ab
sence. Subsequently, from Corinth (c. A.D. 50}, Paul wrote 
the Thessalonian Letters to encourage and instruct the new 
Christians in Thessalonica. 

More than any of Paul's letters, these have been recognized 
for their simplicity and gentleness-indicative of the apostle's 
personal ministry in that city (I 2:3-20). 

The twin ideas of these letters are affliction and advent 
with the emphasis falling upon the second coming of Christ: 
Around these twin factors cluster the strengths and the weak
nesses of the church at Thessalonica. 

Suffering 
It is at once clear that Thessalonica was a suffering church 

(11 :6, 2:2, 14f; 3:3, 5; II 1 :5; 3:3). "Great opposition" marked 
he~ beginnings in the faith (I 1 :6, 2:2), and suffering charac
tenzed her ongoing discipleship (I 2:14f). In the face of such 
adversity the Thessalonians needed to learn thankfulness 
under all circumstances of life (I 5:18}, and needed to hold 
their ground against the pressure to give up (I 3:3, 5}. Paul 
eve~ i~entifies their suff~ring as their Christian destiny 
(Ketmat, I 3:3) through wh1ch they functioned as models to 
believers everywhere (11 :4-10}. 

Here is a clear rebuke to our easy, sedentary Christianity. 
When today's church complains of secular hostilities and 
moans of its "impossible" task in world evangelism, we need 
to relearn with Thessalonica our appointed destiny. God has 
not called us to "the easy life"; he has called us to the yielded 
life of service to his Son, and his was the life, not of comfort, 
but of the Cross. 

Grieving 
A problem related to the Thessalonians' suffering was that 

of their grieving (I 4:13-18). Evidently, the death of loved 
ones within the group raised acute faith problems concerning 
the second coming: would only those alive at the time share 
in the event? Were the dead excluded by their absence? The 
result was severe grieving and a state of spiritual depression 
(I 4:13}. Paul's antidote was to instruct them in the truth con
cerning life after death, and to remind them of the meaning 
of Christian hope .. 

We would do well to remember that when our grief turns 
to despair we are manifesting faith in the wrong god. If our 
hope does not produce a qualitative difference in the way we 
face death, then there remains no distinctiveness to our wit
ness and the community of hope disappears into the mass 
of the hopeless (v. 13}. 

Idleness 
Yet another tangential problem at Thessalonica was idle

ness (I 5:14; II 3:6-13}. It seems that their fixation upon the 

future had made them unconcerned about the present, even 
to the point of abandoning jobs and work schedules {II 3:6-
15). Paul sternly rebukes such free-loading (3:6, 12, 14), 
laying down the authoritative command that "If a man will 
not work, he shall not eat" (II 3:10). For Paul, ecclesiastical 
sponging is out of the question; mutual responsibility and 
productivity are essentials in the body-life. of the New Testa
ment church. 

I fear we have at times replicated a mutant form of the 
New Testament church; idleness is as much our problem as 
Thessalonica's. Today, as then, there are those who irrespon
sibly seek the benefits of the church without sharing the cost; 
those who enjoy "eating" but not 11Working." To speak 
bluntly, it is dishonest to "eat" and not "work." When a per
son habitually enjoys the church's ministry and services with
out helping to "pay the bills" and share the load, he is 
hoboing in the church and is under divine judgment (II 3:6, 
14). Such persons must either work and share the load (I 4:11; 
5:14; II 3:6-15}, or do the decent thing and get out so at 
least the disrespect of outsiders is avoided (I 4:12}. 

Hope 
But of all the features at Thessalonica the one most note

worthy was her focus upon the second coming of Christ. At 
Thessalonica hope for the end was more real than life in the 
present! There was the character of endurance in their hope 
(Hupomone, I 1 :3}, which Paul praised (I 1 :2} and to which 
he appealed in correcting their excessive grieving (I 4:13). 
Virile Christian hope was the lens through which they came 
to see the enigmas and crises of history in the light of the 
eternal judgments of God (111 :5-12). 

How desperately our age needs the example of a church 
of hope. Not the escapists's "otherworldly," "tomorrowism" 
which ignores the needs of today, but the clear-sighted vision 
of eternity which makes each moment precious, filled with 
new opportunity (I 5:1-10; d .. Eph. 5:16}. A church having 
such hope has staying power in the storms of life. And a 
community blessed with such a New Testament church is a 
community with the anchor of eternity in its midst (Heb. 6:18). 

Conclusion 
Summing up, it is clear there were weaknesses at ancient 

Thessalonica which the modern church must avoid. Par
ticularly problematic were their excessive grieving over death 
and their idleness while awaiting the second coming. 

On the other hand there is much about Thessalonica we 
badly need in the church today. We need their qualitative 
strength in faith, love, and hope, for only then will we be 
praiseworthy by Paul's standards. But perhaps most of all we 
need Thessalonica's resolute hope and confidence in the 
second coming of Christ. When like them, the end becomes 
for us as real as the present, we will be restoring the church 
of the New Testament at its best. God's "tomorrow" will be
come the motivation for the church's dynamic "today." 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 

7 [411) 



Being Filled with the Holy Spirit DAVID BOSWEL.L. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is indis
pensable in the life ·of every Christian. 
We may not understand every little detail 
of just how he works, but by faith we ac
cept and know he is workmg. In Ephe
sians 5:18, Paul tells us not to be drunk 
with wine, but to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. In verses 19-21, Paul lists the re
sults of a Spirit-filled Christian: singing 
and happy, thankful for all things and a 
Christian who is a servant being in sub
jection to his brethren. We want to focus 
in on being filled with the Spirit. What 
does that mean, and what is the message 
for us today? 

First, being filled with the Spirit is a 
commandment. It is not just good advice 
or an option, it's a divine commandment 
from an inspired apostle of Christ. And 
just as any other commandment, God ex
pects obedience from his children. Not 
to obey God shows a definite lack of love 
for him. "If you love me, you'll keep my 
commandments." 

Second, how do we obey this com
mandment? In the Greek, the command 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit is in the 
passive voice. In other words, let the 
Spirit fill you; allow him to work in your 
life. We do this by simply making our 
lives accessible to his wishes. In a nut
shell, this. is done by self-discipline. We 
may compare this to planting and grow
ing a fru1t tree. We plant tfie seed and 
then as the tree begms to grow, we do 
everything in our power for continued 
growth of the tree. We water, pull weeds, 

After 25 Years 
Twenty-five years is a long time to do· 

any one thing. That's how long I have 
preached and trained others to preach 
on a full-time basis. What I am going to 
say in this article are simply some per
son reflections that this longevity gives 
me the right to express. The judgments 
are only my own and are not to be im
puted to anyone else. 

I Do Not Like-
The Rapid Decay of the Evangelistic 

Emphasis Among Us. There are some 
exceptions, but most of the congrega
tions I visit are smaller than they used 
to be. In numbers the church is on its 
way out. 

The Judgmental Attitude That More 
and More Prevails Amon~ Us. This is 
seen in so-called "gospel ' papers and 
church bulletins which take at face value 
a piece of slander and report it with (1) 
no attempt to verify and (2) no concern 
for the reputation of the one criticized 
and (3) seemingly no love for the broth
erhood harmed. 

The Elite, Snobbish Feeling of Su
periority of Some Among Us. I have 
heard some of us speak of our works 
as "the" ministry as if there were no 
other ministries that God can bless. This 
is reprehensible and destructive, whether 
it comes from Abilene, Tulsa, Dallas, 
Gainesville, Fort Worth or wherever. 
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fertilize, anything so that growth may not 
be hindered. And finally we have fruit! 
There is no way the fruit will not pro
duce. The same is true with regards to the 
Spirit and our lives. We must discipline 
ourselves so that the Spirit can work in 
our lives and enable us to become more 
and more like Jesus. 

In the same thought, Paul told Timothy, 
to, " ... exercise thyself unto godliness.' 
We derive our English word gymnasium 
from the word Paul used for exercise. 
Paul is speaking of a constant, disciplined 
effort on our part. Much of our discipline 
will involve saying yes to new friends and 
new ways of doing things, while saying 
no to old habits and non-Christian 
friends. Peter speaks of this very thin~ 
when he says, " ••. wherein they think 1t 
strange that ye run not with them into 
the same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you." In other words, ¥Our life will be so 
different that your old friends will not 
understand your ne).V way of living. There 
is no shortcut to ~pirituality, it takes self
discipline which is both constant and 
consistent. 

The last idea expressed by Paul in 
Ephesians 5:18, is that being filled with 
the Spirit is a constant process. We're 
filled, only to be refilled. Isn't that the 
way of Jesus? Can we ever get enouBh of 
him? Can we ever say we've arnved? 
jesus taught that if you're hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, you'll be 
filled. Jesus was speaking of a constant 
diet of spiritual food. How's your spiritual 

RICHARD ROGERS 

The Rapid Multiplication of Profes
sional Ministers Among Us. This, many 
times, if not most of the time, is at the 
cost of cutting or not increasing the sup
port of "missionaries." I view this as an 
expression of (1) our institutional con
cept of the church, and (2) our innate 
selfishness that causes us to want to be 
served rather than to serve. 

The Corporate/ Institutional View 
Many Among Us Have of the Church. 
The church is the body of Christ, not a 
club, organization or institution. This af
fects how we see everything-leader
ship, giftedness, worship, etc. Correct 
concept of body life will result in unity, 
love, peace, non-judgmental attitude, 
and growth. 

The Stiff, Frozen, Sectarian Attitude 
That Is Growing Amon~ Us. "We've al
ways done it this way,' or its opposite: 
"We've never done it that way before," 
is the response to most suggestions of 
ways to adapt the gospel to our 21st 
century world. Compare I Corinthians 
9:22-25. We will e1ther "become all 
things to all men," or see the people of 
the world continue to turn to things 
other than Christ to meet their inner
most needs. 

The Materialistic ~View of "Success" 
Among Us. We measure progress more 

(Continued on page 11) 

appetite? If you're spirituaiiX working out, 
exercising spiritually, you II be hungry 
just as you would in a physical sense. A 
hungry Christian is a ~rowing Christian. 

Allowing the Spint to continually fill 
us is how we develop as a Christian. 
Without the involvement of the Spirit in 
our lives,. we could never please God. 
Spiritually disciplining our lives is the 
only way to true spirituality. And then by 
having those fruits in our life, we know 
the Spirit is shaping us into the image of 
Christ. 
6201 Winding Way, 
Carmichael, CA. 95608 

Christ-Jesus-Lord 
DOYL.E KEE 

All the good news is to be found in 
the description of the Son of God, 
Christ-Jesus-lord. The "name" is both 
a blessing and a scandal! 

CHRIST-The One sent by God. His 
Anointed. The world might accept a his
torical person who was considered the 
Messiah of the old nation of Israel. To 
consider this person as a divine inter
vention into the affairs of men is out of 
the question for many who would still, 
though, accept the fact that someone 
called the "Christ" lived 2,000 years ago. 
To consider this one as "saviour" of the 
world, however, would be beyond belief 
for a person who could not, or would 
not, accept him as 
· JESUS-The One who saves. This is 

the crucial step: to accept the historical 
Christ as jesus-Savior? This is the great 
stumbling block for modern man. This 
. implies that man needs to be saved! This 
implies that I am lost. To accept jesus 
as Saviour means that I am presently 
going to hell. And this is what modern 
man does not want to accept. To accept 
the concept of "Jesus" implies that I ac
cept the concept of sin, personal respon
sibility, and eternal condemnation. Once 
this personal lost condition is freed, the 
acceptance of jesus as the Savior, My 
Savior, is easy. The cross takes on per
sonal meaning and faith is quickly ex
pressed in obedience. There are many, 
though, who accept the historical 
Christ, the saving jesus, but who have 
great difficulty in accepting him as 

LORD-The One who is King and 
Master. Many seek the relief of the bur
den of sin and guilt, but are reluctant 
to accept him as the one who now has 
complete control of their lives. The 
Christian, washed clean in the blood of 
the Savior, is called to submit himself 
entirely to the one who is now his lord. 
This means every decision, the use of 
every minute, the use of all the money 
and energy that one has been given are 
to be sutimitted to the will of the King, 
our lord. 

Such is the significance of three of the 
terms applied to the Son of God. Our 
reaction to the meaning of these terms 
determines our relationship with the 
God of the universe and of eternity. 
SA, ch. de Pontverre, 1232 Confignon/ 
Geneva, Switzerland 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 14, 1983 



Is Christian Counseling a Gimmick? 

During the last several months, I have 
been disturbed by what various brethren 
have written about Christian counseling. 
I have been informed that it is a gimmick, 
its emphasis has kept the church from 
growing, it should be done by elders and 
not preachers, it can be done by the un
trained as effectively as by the trained, it 
does no good, it is not as important as 
are other· Christian ministries, it is in 
conflict with preaching if done by the 
preacher, and we can refer our more 
serious cases to others anyhow. Granted, 
no one writer said all of these things, but 
they have all appeared in print by Chris
tian writers. 

Being a Christian and being a psychol
o~ist is very difficult. There is a built-in 
b1as in secular psychology against many 
Christian beliefs. In fact, the primary 
philosophical presuppositions of secular 
psychology are opposed to theology. 
Naturalism and empiricism are but two 
illustrations. At times in my training and 
in becoming licensed, I felt that I was 
viewed as non-academic and Sunday
schoolish because of my theological be
liefs. This I adjusted to without great 
difficulty. Christianity is more important 
to me than psychology. I do not believe 
that psychology apart from God has the 
answers to mankind's most basic prob
lems. 

Christian Counseling 
I believe that a study of man's behavior 

is helpful and that this combined with 
biblical answers gives us direction and 
hope. We need to bring human psychol
ogy (a study of human behavior-thoughts, 
feelings, and actions) together with bibli
cal teaching. This is what I believe a 
Christian counselor should do. 

Christian counseling is not basically 
Freudian psychotherapy. It is not being 
neutral on values. It is not merely shoot
ing the breeze or listening. Much more 
is involved as a Christian, be he elder, 
preacher, or another member, tries to 
help a fellow human apply the will of 
God to his life. I have done this many 
times with persons who were suicidal, 
homosexual, planning to be married, 
troubled in their marriage, depressed, 
divorced, widowed, criminal, consid
erin~ whether or not to remarry after 
a d1vorce, and considering whether or 
not to break up a marriage because of 
uncertainty about a previous divorce. 
Others were low on themselves, consid
ering quitting preaching because of guilt 
feelings about sins they committed dur
ing early childhood, and some were 
struggling in other ways to cope with life. 

BILL FLATT, Eo.O. 
COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST 

I get many long distance calls from per
sons with similar and other problems. 
So, I conclude that there is an over
whelming need for someone to be con
cerned about such fellow human beings! 

Inadequate Answers 
I disagree with much of what I have 

been reading about counseling in some 
of our papers. Needless to say, I do not 
think Chnstian counseling is a gimmick. 
If someone is using it as such, he should 
be exposed for what he is. I doubt if 
elders have adequate time to do all of 
the counseling that is needed any more 
than they have to do all of the feeding 
of the flock that is needed. Many elders 
do not believe they have adequate train
ing to handle some cases that come to 
them. I doubt if Christian counseling ever 
hindered church growth. 

The bulk of research in the field will 
not support either the idea that counsel
ing is ineffective or that it can be done 
equally well by the untrained and the 
trained. Granted, this is not to say that 
one cannot find some psychologist to 
quote who will agree with such an idea. 
I do not always know which ministry is 
of most importance: preaching, teaching, 
writing, counseling .... I believe we need 
more preachers than we do teachers in 
Christian colleges or counselors. 

A real threat to the church of tomor
row is not counseling, but that many if 
not most of our young and sometimes 
older preachers want to become teachers 
in Christian colleges, and we do not need 
that many teachers. There is still a short
age of well-trained preachers both at 
home and abroad. From where will they 
come? Perhaps we can allow each other 
some room for judgment on the im
portance of different avenues of ministry. 
All of us do not have the same talents 
anyhow. 

I also think that it is difficult sometimes 
to counsel with someone and then 
preach to him, but I continue to do so. 
I handle it by explaining to my clientS 
that I may at times preaCh on the ~b
lem we are discussing, but that I will do 
so without divulging their confidence and 
without singling them out in any way. I 
usually share my value.s with clients. 
Homosexuals with wh.am I have coun
seled, for example, would not be sur
prised if they heard me preach that 
homosexual acts are wrong. They already 
know I believe that. Counselors do not 
have to be neutral on values. 

I doubt that referral to others is the 
complete answer either. We do not have 
that many Christian professionals out in 

the field yet, especially in small towns. 
Non-Christian counselors sometimes are 
at cross-purposes with biblical teaching, 
and. people who desperately need help 
are sometimes without funds. One such 
widow called me this week. She was both 
broke financially and -suicidal. My ap
pointment slots were all filled, but I saw 
her anyway. Referral was not a good 
answer in this case. She knew me and 
was desperate. 

Some·scriptural Solutions 
Every situation is different. Every con

gregation and minister does not have to 
solve this problem the same way. Several 
solutions are possible: 

Let people who can afford to do so 
pay for their own counseling. 

Let elders, preachers, or other Chris
tians who have the time, personality, and 
expertise do it. Encourage them to get 
some good training in counseling. We all 
have some responsibility to help bear 
the burdens of others. 

Let individual Christians pay for some
one else to do it. An elder of the church 
recently paid me for counseling with one 
of their members. He said he did not 
have the expertise to handle this prob
lem. 

Employ a Christian with special ex
pertise to do it. Several growing churches 
have taken this approach with success. 

This list is not meant to be exhaustive. 
You may think of other possibilities that 
are better. We have done so little in this 
area that it is a shame for us to take 
steps backward and do less. 

Conclusions 
As we look around in our frustrations 

for reasons .why the church has not 
grown, we probably will offer many sug
gestions. Stopping church planting would 
be one of the first I would suggest. lack 
of stro-ng Christian convictions, worldly 
living, being on the defensive too much, 
osing scripture out of context, and lack 
of courage and love are other possibili
ties. A lack of personal evangelism by 
members would be another. Churches 
not using the talents and meeting the 
needs of all of its members would be 
still another. And I would add a Jack of 
biblical preaching at times. Some people 
may simply not be interested. I doubt if 
we know all of the answers. At any rate, 
I hope we can analyze ourselves without 
biting and devouring one another. If so, 
we can perhaps find meaning in life, 
grow, and help others see the way more 
clearly. 
1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 

Deductibles .................. $100.00 $200.00 

Family ...................... $140.00 $125.08 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 53.87 $ 48.08 

(Most States) 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$118.65 

$ 45.65 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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11BACK TO THE 'OLD PATHS' " 
(Continued from page 8) 

terparts almost two thousand years ago, 
"Woe to you experts in the law, because 
you have taken away the key to knowl
edge. You yourselves have not entered, 
and you have hindered those who were 
entering" (luke 1 :52 NIV). Likewise, 
verses 53, 54 (NIV) express well the 
ancient and modern Pharisee. "When 
jesus left there, the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law began to oppose him 
fiercely and to besiege him w1th ques
tions, waiting to eaten him in something 
he might say." 

When we ignore the truth and at
tempt to catch the speaker or writer of 
the truth in something he says, we have 
indeed found an "old path." When we 
are more concerned with proving our 
case rather than enlightenment of the 
people we have found an old path. 
When we put the axe to the root of 
every tree we deem unfit for survival we 
have found an "old path." Sadly, it is the 
"old path" of the spirtually blind Phari
see. If that is typical of the "old paths" 
to which we should return, please "in
clude me out." Let us return to the "old 
paths." Let us first be sure that the "old 
paths' to which we wish to return are 
indeed as ancient as scripture. 
5101 Friendly Ave., Greensboro, NC 
27410 

AFTER 25 YEARS 
(Continued from page 8) 

by numbers and size than by likeness to 
Christ. It would be interesting if some
how we could measure the disciples 
made rather than the people baptized, 
the money contributed, or the building 
erected. 

I Do Like-
The Forward Look and Thrust of the 

Younger Set Among Us. I have worked 
among the college age for a number of 
years, and have founCJ them loving and 
evangelistic to the core; committed to 
Christ at the heart; and hard-working in 
the body. 

The Growing Emphasis Among a Few, 
on Discipling. In some circles there is no 
fear of developing the close, one
another relationships that result in the 
discipling of those led to Christ. The 
mission of the church is still the com
mission of Christ: "GO MAKE DIS-
CIPLES." I 

The Development of Forums/Semi
nars/Workshops Among Us. From the 
World Evangelism Forums to the Soul-

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
· Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 

P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324-0120 

Winning Workshops, to the Evangelism 
Seminars, people are learnin~ more and 
more what their responsibilities are and 
are learning to fulfill them at home. Of 
course, some will criticize, but many 
more will be moved toward ministry. 

The Emphasis on Each Member Find
ing His/ Her Gift! Ministry and Fulfilling 
It/Them. Congregations in Dallas ana 
Fort Worth, in Pnoenix and Boston, in 
Tigard, Oregon and Lubbock, Texas are 
growing rapidly because many people 
are ministering in many ways to many 
souls. Growth and unity are the outcome 
of this emphasis. 

Well, I could go on and on in this 
vein, but I believe you have the idea. 

The bottom line is this: Little children, 
love one another. 

Remember, jesus said: "I will build my · 
church." He is doing it! The question 
before the house is: Will we hold our 
traditions and not be a part of the build
ing crew--or will we seek his will and 
do it in a dynamic way. Peace! 

Earth, 1983 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 305/636-7671 

Call or Write 
404·245-7675 XUM~ 

BRAND® 

HIGH ENERGY- LOW NOISE 
Quality Voice Tape- 5 Screw - SHIPPING/HANDLING 

Tapes Only 
25-199 Add 15% 
200-499 Add 10% 

C-60 
25-99 100-199 200-499 500-999 1000-4999 
.49 .47 .45 .42 .39 

500-999 Add 71/IJ& 
1000-or more Add 5% 

C-90 .65 .61 .56 .54 .52 

HARD PLASTIC BOXES- FINEST QUALITY- HINGED VE! 
Cases@ 
10 cents 
when 
ordered 
with Ta 

1 Doz. 2Doz. 3Doz. 4Doz. Each Additional Dozen 
$1.75 $3.00 $4.25 $5.15 Add 90 Cents 

Add Add Add Add (5 Dozen Or More) 
$.96 $1.12 $1.25 $1.50 Add 15% 

CHURCIIBS OF CHRIST 
NATIONWIDE aDd NATIONWIDE 

Cluistian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

We provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 916-265-3226 
P.O. Box 1009 916-265-2014 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
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LAOTIAN CALL 

After running a rather conventional Joy 
Bus pro~ram for a few years, the Eastside 
church m Portland, Oregon, discovered 
in 1979 that its ridership was fast becom
ing Oriental rather than American .. The 
reason was that a number of the local 
apartment complexes were becoming 
laotian and Vietnamese communities. It 
became obvious that God had placed a 
ripe mission field right in the church's 
back yard. 

A number of Eastsiders took the chal
lenge with true zest. The result is that 
now four years later, well over 100 adults 
and children, many of whom have been 
baptized, attend services and Bible Class 
in their language, along with language 
classes. 

Most of these people are having a 
difficult time blendin~ into American 
culture, esJ?ecially the JOb market. East
side, besiCies providing one full-time 
minister (a very spiritual and educated 
laotian), and one part-time minister (a 
former Korean refugee well versed in 
preaching), has devefoped an emergency 
fund of $1,200 to supplement the alread~ 
ongoing contributions by individual 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

'Tho AMEN Min•stry works with laUhlul congregat•ons ol the 
churches ol Christ whoaa mombera on military installations 
wortctwlde are waiting to llelp your lovod onos - as they have 
helped with tho spirnual and physical neods ol thousands ol 
othOts during the past live yoaro. This oorvlco is frHI 

Send t~arno. complete addreaa. phone and military installation. 
and spiritual condition. II known along with your narno and ad· 
drnsto: 

(~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Wall Monroe. Louisiana 71:51 

Americ:aD MWtarY EvmgeUziDg Natiou 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PBEAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
lfo Taltlon-Ap~ved tor Vetenms 

Bendta 
contact 

The Dbecto1.'-8fU 84th Street 
Lu.bboek. TX 7N10 

1-808-'lH-8191 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are In need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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Christians. However, all of this is not 
nearly enough to meet the spiritual and 
physical neeCis of this ~Jroup. 

Since Eastside's miss1on budget (1/a of 
which is the laotian Mission) IS already 
46% of the total budget, it will be hard 
to stretch it much further to meet these 
needs. Thus the elders would like to 
hear from other churches or individuals 
who would like to share in meeting the 
needs of these brethren and potential 
brethren. If able to help, contact 9030 
N.E. Glisan St., Portland, OR 97220. 

--o---
c. E. 11Bill" Sweeton, C.P. 1514, 30.000 

Belo Horizonte, M.G., Brasil: The church
es of Christ are anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of 20 or more students from ACU 
to help in two weeks of meetings in the 
city starting the first week in june. Carlos 
Pratos ended a four week, week-end 
meeting to dedicate their new buildin~. 
ltapoa just celebrated their 5th anm
versary with a four-day meetin~ with six 
new souls added to the lords family. 

Benedito Reibeiro, a native preacher, is 
currently working with the church in 
ltapoa. The other churches in the city 
are growing both spiritually and in num
bers. Our teen-age camp during Easter 
attracted youn~ people from the four 
corners of Brasil. The Lord is alive and 
marching in this great country. 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683-1678 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensiye trainilllg' program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast! 
"V .A. Approved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For ftu1ther 
information-contact: 

LARRY DEASON, DmECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 

Looking For Evangelists To Train Two Years In: 

Sunset Department of Chinese Studies 
3723 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. (806) 792·5191 

• Study at Sunset & during summers in Taiwan or China (two year cur
riculum). 

• Worship with Lubbock's Chinese church. Reach out to over 200 Chinese 
college students at Texas Tech. University. 

• Train to teach Oriental populaces in: Vancouver (80,000 Chinese); New 
·York City (120,000); San Francisco !(112,000); Houston (50,000); Los 
Angeles (78,000); Taiwan (18 mil.); Western College; Toronto (80,000). 

• Three yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, & Asia. Chinese Mandarin taught.· 
Tuition free. 
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George Tipps, 4122 Fairlakes Ct., Dal
las, TX 75228: I have concluded a meet
ing at Northeast in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Benny Stephens is · the local preacher. 
Next week I go to Southeast in Washing
ton, D.C., and will visit a Wh ite Rock mis
sion work in Newark, New York. We have 
begun our second year at White Rock in 
Dallas. Please note my change of ad
dress. 

Roy Holland, 1 038 Freetown Road, 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 : Freetown Road 
Church w ill celebrate her 20th ann i
versary August 12. A celebration is 
planned Sunday, August 14. jim Dollar, 
first preacher for Freetown Road, has 
agreed to return for that Lord's Day, and 
other special invitations are being ex-

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

lARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-442-8935 

I want to know more 
about lntemallonal Bible CollaQe 

AGE _ 

- - --- - "" - - - ----
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tended. We hope for 1,000 or more 
former members to be back w ith us. 

Note to subscribers : P lease give your old 
address as well as your n ew address when 
you move. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Train ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEI NG ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and D ialog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootact us £ex free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, ICeene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-645-0203 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable * Financial Aid Programs 

*Programs For Both Men & Women 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

AdvertlalnB In thfa section $1.50 per Une. Deslped especially to accommodate eongreptiont 
adnrtiain• meetin• plaeu, preachers seeldn• work or cong~ationa ae~ preachen. Abo other 
acceptable matter. 

Let ua print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church whero you wonhlp. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
Ing Service, P.O. Box 1'110, Auburn, CA 95608 ar 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training'" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 8022'1 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-8012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 8:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
OBA.TIIAM. N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 0'1928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-8810 or 
201-835-1688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Ball. 
SundQ' claaaes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207· 
989·2689, or 888-4888. VIsitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA. ~ A.R.E.A. SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUD Road 

Pleaaanton, Callfornhl 941108 
.Tames W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence Mayl 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaf 
96748. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
DiDNVER. COLOR1DJO 80228 

LAKEWOOD--CHURCH OF CHRIST 
•ss~so. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
·See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

'l'ranslatlon for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Bergman, Execu· 
tlve Director, at P.O. Box 697, Vacaville, CA 96688, 
or call 707/448·3667 .'' 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at S04·381-9440 or write: 36SO 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED 818LES-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas '19604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUMA, A.RIZ., 051 W. ~l:a St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'160 
Retirement Approachingl 

Consider Blsbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal ell
mate, low-cost nouslng. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box S766, Bisbee, AZ. 8S603. 
(602) 432-S116 or (602) 432-2994. 

&LASKA. - A.NOBOR.A.GJD OBUROB OF 
OBRIST, 2'100 De Ba.rr Rd. wm contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-6719. 
II:VA.NSVILLE, IND., 220G E. Morgan Ave., 
u.s. 480 lllaat Oppoalte K-Mart. Offlee 4'1'1'· 
an. Dobby Wade, 1tllu. 47'8-40118. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
Istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 7S080 for 
free brochure. 
REUGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 28S, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ Is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 
and experienced In pulpit and personal work. Counsel
Ing experience desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 8S2, Rochester, MN SS901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation In desperate 
need of full time preacher witti outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My .name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
In Pulpit, routh, personal, or bus work in the Lord's 
kingdom. am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If Interested call 417-876-4256. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E.'" 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 791i-2311. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1~83. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1S12 West Main St~t-,- Sllelby
ville, Ky. 4006S 502-633-S171. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has Immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~~~~~s Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

Domestic missionary, on site two years, has half sup
port, seeking more. Good work. Planning to stay. 
Rhys Thomas, S06 N. Linn, Fayette, MO 65248. 
Financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
ln. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 7S234. (214) 245-6202. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (218) 468-6352 

SOUND GOSPEL PREACHER, age 34, married, three 
children, seeks to relocate In fulltlme work. B.S. Re
ligion, Eastern New Mexico University 1972; Graduate 
Sunset School of Preaching 1974. For resume and ref
erences contact David 0. Widner, 3331 L Street, Eureka, 
Ca. 9SS01 or phone 707-442-4285. 
WANTED-Minister to work with small congregation 
in N.E. Texas. Contact Solon Milton, 214-S68-4363 or 
S68-4S12. 

Preach In Alaska 
Established con~regation In growing area on the beauti
ful Kenai penmsula Is seeking mature, experienced 
preacher. Furnished 4 BR house; salary and fringes 
negotiable, depending upon qualifications. Send cur
rent resume with references to Kenai Church of Christ. 
Box S38, Kenai, AK 99611. 
OPPORTUNITY for well-trained, experienced individual 
as Child-Care Supervisor. Must be able to work with 
other professionals and willing to work hard. Contact 
Floyd Stumbo, Children's Home of Lubbock, P. 0. Box 
2824, Lubbock, TX 79408, (Telephone (806) 762·0481). 
Traveling thru Florida? Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of I-7S, exit (441) between Lake 
City & Gainesville. 904-462-3326. 

call (916) 886·677J. _ 

Evangelist Needed. 
Growing congregation. of-100+ In need of a second 
minister. MI.<L-Wisconsln college town. Very active 
cam~ work with a vision of training men in the 

--mti11stry to go out. Send resumes to: Dr. Les Lamoureux, 
3010 94th Str. So., Wis. Rapids, Wis. S4494. 
For sale-24 solid oak pews, antique design, massive 
carved ends, medium dark finish, 9 to 12 feet long, 
two-inch good foam cushions. 20 solid oak pews, 
slightly curved, ftraduated lengths 7 to 12 feet, smooth 
ends, medium lght finish. Closed communion table, 
matching pulpit, light oak, solidly bu11t. All above 
Items in good condition. Church of Christ, Bx 278, 
Chillicothe, Texas 79225 817-852-S286 or 8S2-5270. 

A!.J-... CJ,t.t;.n Undergraduate 
C I / [D I & Graduate 
Jchoo o 1\etigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .• B.S .• M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scholal$hipa Ava•leble For Full T•m• Students on Mem CampU$ 

Gl Approvlld. 011 Cempua Progflms Avartabte 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery. AL 36117 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 
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A NEW SERIES ON 

UNDENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIANITY 
Desigtzed for searching souls that long for a balm for troubled hearts. They speak 
to the longings of a soul in search of p eace. 

! Unto Us 
i A Child 
f • 
~ IS . 

VOLUME 1 

Compiled by 
REX KYKER 

Essays by 
REUEL LEMMONS, 
JOHN BANNISTER, 

REX KYKER, 
MELVIN WISE, 
J. W. ROBETS 

and others. 

lAm 
Born 
Again 

VOLUME 2 

Unto Us A Child Is Born I Am Born Again 
VOLUME 3 

(To be Announced) 

* P APERBACI(S DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE FAITH AND 
TO TEACH THE PLAN OF 
SALVATION. 

* THE MOST ECONOMICAL 
METHOD OF 
EVANGELIZING IN 
THE WORLD. 

16 [420) 

$2.95 Per Copy 
By the Hundreds $1.95 Each 

Add 15% for Postage and Handling 

* Buy them by the Box. 
Stack .them in the foyer. 
Give them away. 

Orcler ctlmnclreclfrom: Firm Foundation P ublishing House 
P .O. Box610 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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Vol. 100, No. 25 

THE. RICHLAND 'HILL~ 39'ERS, of jFort Worth, under the di
rectiOn of Roy~e Blevms, 'prepare and ship Bibles around the 
world. Approximately 450 members of the congregation have 
ple?ged themselves to supply more than 12,000 copies of the 
Scnptures every month free of charge to missionaries who 
reques! them. Seni?r citizens of the kingdom from .the Rich
land H1lls church, p1ctured .here, hope the idea will catch on in 
hundreds of congregations. 

Austin, Texas, June 21, 1983 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Editorial: Going and Growing . .... . .... .... .. . ......... 2 
I Am a Preacher-Aspinwall ..... . .. .. ...... ....... .... 3 
Lord, Come Quickly; 0, Not Really-Walker .. ...... ... . . 4 
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The Cleansing of the Sanctuary-Kearley ................ 9 



Going and Growing 

Evangelism is the church's unrelenting, never-ending 
responsibility. The church is ·losing ground becaus~ of a 
neglect of that responsibility. Church leaders are not 
setting an example by their actions, and they are not 
teaching the:: church to evangelize. A few souls, bur
dened with a sense of urgency concerning the lost, are 
conducting evangelistic seminars and missionary work
shops, but the church in general, and its leaders in par
ticular, couldn't care less. 

We have no pat cure for the sickness of an unevan
gelistic church. We see no other way to produce a live, 
sensitive, healthy, growing church except through more 
faith, more commitment, more dedication and more 
zeal-and these virtues are exceedingly hard to come 
by. We will not have them until church leaders get 
interested in such affairs and become personally in
volved in the process. 

We keep hearing brethren say we are having too many 
seminars and workshops, and that they are not getting 
the job done. That isn't the fault of the seminars. It is 
the fault of a disinterested church with a disinterested 
leadership. Such meetings do a lot of good for those 
who attend them-just like gospel papers do a lot of 
good for those who read them-. We would venture to 
say that almost every bright spot, if not every bright 
spot, of evangelistic success in our entire brotherhood is 
the outgrowth of church leaders and church members 
taking advantage of inspirational evangelism meetings. If 
there is a single exception we would be glad to hear 
about it. 

Movements, as they grow older, tend to crystallize 
and creedalize. They establish customs and a vocabu
lary peculiar to themselves. They tend to establish ortho
doxy and develop leaders who enforce it. The process 
produces an ever increasing narrowness and a greater 
sectarian spirit. And in the process the movement loses 
its evangelistic thrust. The salt loses its savor and is 
henceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and be 
trodden under the foot of man. 

It is important to undenominational Christianity that 
we resist the hardening process. It was revolt against the 
establishment that brought on the Protestant Reforma
tion, and the establishment resisted with a viciousness 
unparalleled in human history. The tyranny of the In
quisition bathed a continent in the blood of martyrs. 
Those among our own number who strive to throw off 
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the shackles of sectarianism are destroyed under the 
guise of contending for the faith. 

Real restoration must have room. Freedom demands 
room. Bonds and shackles of human interposition must 
be resisted. Attempts to regiment the brotherhood and 
mold it into a pattern set by a few must be resisted. The 
new legalistic right is extremely dangerous. It is an ugly, 
sectarian thing. There is no freedom in it-only chains 
and slavery. We must not revert to a narrow sectarianism 
after having spent so much blood, sweat and tears trying 
to liberate those who were mired in it a century ago. 

The progress of the church in time will always be 
a-historical. This road was never trodden before. Each for 
himself explores his own wilderness. When we begin 
to walk in paths others have beaten out for us, we begin 
to lose the glory of the Restoration. The church must 
be constantly changing as new insights to truth are 
found, and these truths must be, in turn, evangelized to 
the world. There is no point in our pilgrimage at which 
we can. say we have reached a perfect system that can 
be used as a permanent standard for our descendants. 
Any allowance for maturity and growth in Christ admits 
that at any given point we do not have the complete and 
perfect doctrine of Christ. So long as we are pressing 
on toward perfection the thrill of accomplishment 
drives us to evangelism. When we mistakenly assume 
that we have reached our goal the thrill of discovery 
stops, and the drive to envangelize is obliterated. After 
this very pattern all movements grow old and die. 

Only those congregations grow who are still dis
covering new truth, and in the excitement of the dis
covery, are running to tell the world about it. All the 
other congregations are dying, or will die. We must not 
let our case for truth harden into legalism. We differ 
from the denominations: they stop just before baptism 
and we stop just after it. We have forgotten what we are 
here for when we quit evangelizing. If we emptied our 
local pulpits into the streets and insisted that they stay 
there the Lord would be better pleased with us. 

The gospel is inseparably linked with "Go." The first 
two letters of the very word are "go." When the church 
quits going it quits growing. We have stopped going 
and we have stopped growing. What will it take to get 
us to realize that the lord cannot be pleased who manu
factured the good news if we don't peddle it? 
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I Am a Preacher 

I am a preacher. Churches may choose 
not to use my services, but I still serve 
God. Churches may choose to send me 
away, but I walk with Jesus. Churches 
may refuse to pay me, but I work for the 
God of all creation. · 

I am a preacher. We are human and 
we are subject to the same imperfec
tions and weaknesses that all humans 
must face. Hopefully, we are stronger 
than most, but that isn't arrogance be
cause Christians are to be aiming for 
perfection. We do make mistakes and 
our judgment is not always the best, 
but we still strive to be what God wants 
us to be. 

I am a preacher. God blessed me with 
a special opportunity to prepare for 
serving him. An education was offered 
and the challenge was zealously accept
ed and achieved. I know the Bible very 
well and preach it with fidelity toward 
God and a good conscience toward 
men. Occasionally, a person will mis
take my conviction for arrogance. Some 
even think of my steadfastness as being 
stubborn. I am a preacher and refuse 
to be moved from the charge to pro
claim the undiluted truth. This is what 
God would have me do. 

I am a preacher. Ignorance and sin 
oppose me. Tradition tries to shackle 
me. Disobedient brethren attempt to 
muzzle me. Evil workers persecute me. 
Fellow saints love me. 

I am a preacher of the truth. It is pro
claimed in love for God, for brother
hood, for building up the saints and for 
saving the lost. God loves it and the 
devil hates it. Servants of God support 
it and servants of the devil hate it. The 
truth heals its seekers and wounds those 
who oppose it. It rejoices the hearts of 
the faithful and pierces the reprobate 
and the hypocrite. 

In the days of old, the truth had pow
er to cast out demons and many of 
them shrieked when commanded to let 
go of their victims. Today, the demons 
are still shrieking, murmuring and com
plaining whenever the truth in its full
ness is being preached. I am a preacher 
and see a great battle within our broth
erhood today. Who will control con
gregations? Will it be the adversaries of 
the cross? When will the righteous rem
nant stand up to be heard? When will 
we cast the demons out of the church
es? When will Jesus be our lord? When 
will the churches truly belong to God 
and be worthy of the name of Christ? 

C. KENNETH ASPINWALL, SR. 

I am a preacher. I preach the cross of 
our lord jesus Christ and glory in noth
ing else. When preachers speak of the 
cross, they can only mean that "our old 
self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin." 
You can be assured that such preaching 
alienates the half-hearted, the luke
warm, the reprobate, the hypocrite and 
the haters of God. "How can we who 
died to sin still live in it?" 

I am a Bible-only preacher. Enough 
of faithless brethren lording it over the 
church. Enough of traditionalism cast
ing clouds over the truth. Enough of 
ignorance blocking spiritual progress. 
Enough of favoritism preventing disci
pline. Enough of preachers being fired 
because of itching ears. 

The essence of preaching is to de
clare the praises of God, to announce 
the unsearchable riches of Christ and to 
call people for obedience to the faith. 
Preaching anything else is a senseless 
farce. 

I am an unemployed preacher. It has 
been most difficult working with my 
former associates. Our ideals were not 
the same. We were not of one mind. 
There was a drastic difference in our 
conviction. We were not striving togeth
er for the faith of the gospel. There were 
too many interferences, too much self
ish ambition, and too little willingness 
to walk by faith. Not all were willing to 
become servants and the well-being of 
the whole body was of no real interest 
to some. 

I am a dedicated preacher and feel 
that there is too much of a tendency to 
placate the weak in the church today. It 
is not biblical, neither is it good prac
tice to give a man a job in the church 
to help him become a better man. That 
is reverse to the order set forth in Scrip
ture. A leader in the church must be 
worthy of respect before he assumes 
duties or he is unfit to represent a God 
of holiness. 

I am a foolish preacher and never 
intend to yield one principle of Scrip
ture. "For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men." I am a fool
ish preacher. So, don't talk to me about 
job security. The prophets didn't have 
it, the apostles didn't have it and any 
man who is truly dedicated to God will 
never have it. Haters of God stoned a 
man named Stephen because he was 

steadfast in faith when faced with obvi
ous danger. By the standards of the 
world, all men are such fools for giving 
up life for a religious conscience. 

I am a preacher and have felt the 
need to give up full-time ministry as a 
means of earning a living. It is too 
treacherous to be a minister in our 
brotherhood today, unless the man is 
willing to abandon conscience. That I 
will never do because jesus Christ is my 
only lord. He is the sole ruler of my 
conscience and faith. There is no other 
lord. 

What will a man give in exchange for 
his soul? This preacher serves God and 
none other. If keeping a job in the min
istry requires that I forsake truth, faith 
and conscience, then I must leave the 
ministry to keep my soul. 

I am a preacher. I want to keep my 
soul. I still believe in Christ. I still work 
to pattern my life after the truth. And 
I am unyieiding. 

Noah was also a preacher of righ
teousness. His life of faith passively con
demned a whole world of infidels. As 
with God, none of us wish for any man 
to perish, but it was always true that the 
"word of the cross is folly to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God." 

I am a preacher. I will always be a 
preacher. I serve God alone. It is God 
who provides for me. He gives me hope 
and sustains my soul. As I fight the good 
fight of the faith, God is with me in that 
struggle. When the power of Satan has 
wearied me to nothing, I call upon God, 
my strength and my redeemer. He is 
there. 

God has never failed me. He has nev
er forsaken me. The lord is my helper, 
I will not be afraid; what can man do to 
me? 

This is the God I serve. He parted the 
waters of the Red Sea to deliver his peo
ple. He raised jesus Christ from the 
dead. He has destroyed the power of 
death and sin. He sets free all who 
follow him. 

I know God. He is freedom. He is 
truth. He is love. When he forgives us, 
it is complete. When he heals, it is total. 
When he saves, it is refreshing. 

Do you serve this God I know? What 
joy! What peace! What righteous power! 

Rt. 2, New Hutchinson Mill Road, La 
Grange, GA 30240 
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Lord~ Come Quickly; 
0~ Not Really 

WESTON WALKER 

A friend of mine recently told me that she cannot sing with 
all of her heart the phrase "Lord, come quickly" in the song 
"Jesus is Lord." She said that if she ever accidentally sings 
it, she feels she should end the song with "0 not really" in
stead of the traditional "Hallelujah." This made me think. I 
began to wonder if we sometimes live lives that say just that, 
"Lord, come quickly; 0, not really!" Should we be com
fortable singing the phrase "Lord, come quickly"? 

This idea of saying "Lord, come quickly" did not originate 
with the person who wrote the song "Jesus is Lord." It is 
probably as old as anything Christians say. Paul used a very 
similar expression in the conclusion of his first letter to 
the church at Corinth. Paul wrote, marana tha. It isn't a Greek 
word that he used. It is an Aramaic word. He would not have 
used an Aramaic word in his letter unless it was an expression 
commonly used by the Corinthian Christians. The phrase 
marana tha, probably repeated often by the first-century 
church, expressed one's longing and expectation for the Lord 
to return to earth. It is usually translated, "Lord, come," or 
"Come, 0 Lord," or "Our Lord, come." But why was it com
fortable for the first-century Christians to say, "Lord, come"? 
To find out, let us look at Paul's use of this phrase in 1 Corin
thians 16:22: "If anyone does not love the Lord-a curse be 
on him. Come, 0 Lord!" Paul connects the idea of loving the 
Lord with the phrase marana tha. So, in order to say the 
phrase "Lord, come quickly," we must have a genuine love 
for the Lord. 

How can we have a genuine love for the Lord so· that 
we can fervently say, "Come, 0 Lord"? Several times in 
John's writings the apostle tells us how. "If you love me 
Uesus], you will do what I command." "This is love for God: 
to obey his commands." ''And this is love: that we live in 
obedience to his commands." If we are going to have a 
genuine love for the Lord so that we can fervently say, "Come, 
0 Lord," we must keep his commands. 

This is exactly why my friend could not sing the phrase, 
"Lord, come_ quickly." There is a command central to Chris
tianity that she feels is not being kept as well as it should be. 
She does not feel she is keeping it, nor does she feel that our 
brotherhood as a whole is keeping it. And I think she has a 
valid point. What is this command? It is the command to 
share our faith with all the people of the world. She asked 
how she could want the Lord to come right now since there 
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are millions of souls who have never heard the gospel. She 
feels that would be wishing for the destruction of ignorant 
people, ignorant because we are not keeping God's com
mand as well as we should. Are you doing everything you 
should be doing to see that every last people group on this 
earth hears the gospel of jesus Christ? 

Are you sure that God's purpose for you is to stay in the 
United States and preach to people who already know God, or 
at least have the chance to know him? Maybe God wants 
to use you as a minister to people who have never heard the 
name of jesus. There are over two billion people living right 
now, today, who have never heard the name of jesus, and 
have no opportunity to hear because no one in their culture 
knows jesus. Are you sure that God wants you here? We as
sume that God wants us to stay where we are. What would 
happen if we start assuming that God wants us to go into 
the lost world? And then if he wants us to stay, he can close 
the doors. Should you be giving more consideration to the 
idea that God may want you to go into a foreign culture to 
share the name of Jesus? 

Maybe it is God's purpose for you to stay here in the 
United States. That is good. But are you teaching the things 
that are going to let people know the great need for cross
cultural missions? Are you preaching the things that are going 
to encourage people to plan on giving their whole lives in 
sharing their faith with people who have never heard the 
name of jesus? Are you encouraging people to plan their 
budgets so that they can give extra money for supporting 
missionaries to these lost and dying people? If you are not 
doing these things you had better start. Are you really ready 
for the Lord to return, today? 

Sometimes we sing songs without concentrating on their 
meanings. That is not a good thing to do. We might be sing
ing some things we really do not mean. From now on when
ever we sing the phrase "Lord, come quickly," let us remem
ber that we are asking the Lord to return and judge not only 
ourselves, but millions of people who have never heard about 
Jesus. You are going to be comfortable singing that song only 
if you know that you are doing everything possible to see that 
everyone on this earth has the chance to accept Jesus Christ 
as their Master and Savior. 

4 S. Reed St., Kennewick, WA 99336 
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THAYER SALISBURY 

The church faces a challenge in this century that it has not 
faced before. It is not the challenge of lax morals; that was 
faced at Corinth. It is not a challenge from false teachers or 
skeptics; that has come in all ages. It is not, in fact, a chal
lenge from the forces of evil at all. It is a golden opportunity 
given to us by God. It is the challenge of longer life. 

There have always been men who lived long lives but 
never have there been so many living so long with so little 
to do. Retirement is a fairly recent concept. Only two hun
dred years ago it was unheard of for an able-bodied man to 
stop working. One worked until he could work no more. 
Economic necessity demanded it. But today thousands of men 
and women in good health are 11put out to pasture" simply 
because they have reached a set age. 

One man well past the standard retirement age is using 
his 11golden years" to serve this country as president. Many 
others have joined volunteer organizations that put them to 
work helping children or working in hospitals. Some take on 
a part-time job and quit when the income threatens their 
social security benefits. A few just sit down and die. 

Now most of these options are commendable but none is 
wholly Christian. Why should the glory for the efforts . of 
these 11Senior citizens" go to the local hospital, the Red Cross, 
or Kiwanis instead of to God? Why are not more of these 
people volunteering more of their time for the work of the 
Lord? Is it not because the church has failed to give them a 
task large enough to challenge their tremendous potential? 

Church leaders must take action. The church must be pre
pared for the retired, and the retiring must be prepared for 
the church. It is Satan's victory whenever the talents of Chris
tians are wasted or spent to the glory of anyone other than 
Christ. 

The church must prepare itself to receive and channel the 
vast influx of retired talent which we are receiving. Retired 
people may be the answer to a building maintenance prob
lem or a secretarial shortage. But that is hardly the challenge 
they need. 

Retired Christians may be the answer to a class material 
problem: they have the time to prepare those visual aids your 
younger teachers would love to have but cannot find the time 
to make. 

Visitation can be a challenge to older members if the pro
gram is designed with them in mind. 

Day-time visitation in the hospitals and nursing homes 
could be handled by many of these people. Night-time visita
tion might rt:quire the aid of a younger person, but this fact 
increases the value of the experience by adding fellowship 
and training of the young to the list of accomplishments. 

Older members may serve, even without leaving their 
homes, through the use of the telephone and mail. It is up 
to the elders, deacons and preachers to point out these open 
doors. 

The influence of a retired member may also reach across 
the globe through World Bible School or through the sending 
of encouraging letters to missionaries. The church could 
structure retired members of talent into its preaching and 
teaching program. 

There is no scripture which demands that a 11full-time 
preacher'' speak at every service. Some of our retired mem
bers might surprise us with the alertness of their minds if 
we challenged them with opportunity. And what about that 
missionary in Timbuctoo you have been meaning to send an 
elder to visit? Often an older elder has the time to do it 
when others cannot. So the church can prepare by structuring 
itself to make use of the retired member. 

The members must also be prepared. From earliest child
hood everyone in contact with the church should be learning 
that his every talent belongs to the Lord. Every member 
should make it his life goal to give glory to God every day. 
And it ought to be understood that this responsibility con
tinues, and even increases, in the retired years. 

Members approaching retirement need to be prepared for 
a specific area of service. If a man has talent in teaching or 
preaching, he needs to be told so and he needs to be en
couraged to train himself for what can be his greatest years 
of service. If someone has talent and training as a counselor 
he ought to be encouraged to offer that service through the 
church and challenged with a vision of the good that he 
could do. 

There is nothing wrong with paying some younger person to 
do any of these things. But it is a terrible thing to waste a 
talented soul. It is terrible when the church fails to give the 
talents of our retired members channels for service. We must 
meet the challenge of lengthened life. It I'Tfay well be our 
greatest opportunity. 

Box 1162, Bethany, OK 73008 
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Is 1 Corinthians 15:23-26 Premillennial? BRUCE TERRY 

It is not uncommon to hear a premil
lennialist expound 1 Corinthians 15: 23-
26 as follows: first comes the resurrec
tion of Christ, then at his coming the 
resurrection of believers happens, then 
comes the end (or final resurrection of 
unbelievers). The millennium must hap
pen between the first and last resurrec
tions. Is this what the ~assage is teach
ing? The purpose of this article is to 
study the possible orders taught in this 
passage and relate them to other pas
sages so as to discover the actual mean
ing of the p.assage. 

We may begin by agreeing with the 
premillennialist that the two occurrences 
of the word "then" in the passage mean 
"next in order," not "at that time." It is 
obvious that the resurrection of believ
ers follows the resurrection of Christ and 
that the delivering up of the kingdom 
follows the resurrection of believers. 
These things are only logical. So the 
passage contains a major order which 
may 6e summarized as follows: 

1) first, the resurrection of Christ; 
2) next, the resurrection of those who 

belong to him (this happens at his sec
ond advent); 

3) and last, the end, when he delivers 
up the kingdom to God the Father. 

But verses 24-26 also contain a minor 
order. It is: 

1) first, the destroying of every rule 
and authority and power; 

2) next, the destroying of the last 
enemy-death; 

3) and last, the end, when he deliver
ers up the kingdom to God the Father. 

But how should we combine these 
lists? Two possibilities commend them
selves. The first involves having the de
struction of the enemies to follow the 
resurrection of believers. This gives the 
following order: 

1) the resurrection of Christ; 
2) the resurrection at his advent of 

those who belong to him; 
3) the destroying of every rule and 

authority and power; 
4) the destroying of the last enemy 

-death; 
5) and the end, when Christ delivers 

the kingdom to the Father. 
The other possibility is that the de

struction of death is the final resurrec
tion which happens at the same time as 
the resurrection of believers. This gives 
us the following order: 

1) the resurrection of Christ; 
2) the destroying of every rule and 

authority and power; 
3) the resurrection at his advent of 

those who belong to him and the de
struction of the last enemy-death; 

4) and the end, when Christ delivers 
the kingdom to the Father. 

Now, before proceeding further, it 
might be wise to look at these two in
terpretations in the light of premillen
nialism and amillennialism. If the de
struction of death does refer to the 
bodily resurrection, the latter interpre
tation could only be amillennial. The 
former interpretation could be either 
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premillennial or amillennial. The premil
lennialist would argue that a thousand 
years intervenes between the second 
and fourth event. The amillennialist 
would argue that the second and fourth 
event happen within the same hour 
Oohn 5:28-29). To be fair, however, the 
word 11hour'' in John 5:25 covers a span 
of at least almost two thousand years. 
Whether "hour" in verse 28 means a 
literal hour or is a figurative use mean
ing "time" must be understood in the 
light of other passages. 

Now the purpose of jesus' coming is 
two-fold. He· is coming both to save the 
righteous (Heb. 9:28) and destroy the 
wicked (1 Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 1 :6-10). 
The question is: which comes first? The 
former interpretation would place the 
saving of the righteous first; the latter 
would place the destruction of the 
wicked first. 

At this point we need to examine the 
evidence of 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17. 
There we find that the dead in Christ 
will rise before those Christians still alive 
will be changed (d. 1 Cor. 15: 51-52). 
Then we find that those who are alive 
will be caught up together witfi them to 
meet the Lord in the air. Now the word 
translated "to meet" is literally "to a 
meeting of" Greek apantesis). It means 
"to meet and escort one paying a parou
sia, or visit, to a place. Since kings were 
often spoken of as paying a parousia to 
a city, we find that parousia is one of 
the regular words used to describe King 
Jesus' second coming (cf. 1 Thess. 4:15). 

It is common to hear dispensational
ists expound this passage as saying that 
when Christians are raptured (i.e., 
caught up, from the Latin in this pas
sage rapieinur), they will escort Jesus 
back to heaven for a seven-year wait. 
But a closer look at the other two places 
where apantesis is used shows that this 
is not what the passage is saying. 

In Matthew 25:6 the ten virgins are 
told to come out "to meet" the bride
groom. Now who turned around-the 
bridegroom or the virgins? It was the 
virgins, not the bridegroom. In ~he same 
way, when Christians are caught up into 
the air "to meet" the Lord, he does not 
turn around. They are the ones who 
turn around to escort him toward the 
earth. 

Now I say "toward" the earth and not 
"to" the earth because scripture never 
tells us whether he will set foot on this 
earth again. That is not to say that he 
will not-he may. I have often heard 
some of my Christian brothers argue 
that the fact that his setting foot on earth 
is not clearly revealed in scripture means 
that he will not. But that is rather like 
the rabbis who argued that because 
Sarah's mother was never mentioned in 
scripture, she had no mother. The scrip
tures do not tell us whether or not Jesus 
will set foot on this earth again; and it 
really doesn't matter. If the point was 
important it would have been revealed. 

But what is the significance of Jesus 
coming on toward the earth? In the 

former interpretation of 1 Corinthians 
15: 23-26 it would be to destroy the 
wicked. In the latter interpretation it 
would possibly be to hold the final 
judgment. All in all, this point would 
seem to favor the former interpretation. 
Revelation 20: 11-13 would seem to in
dicate that the earth will be destroyed 
before the wicked dead will be raised 
and before the final judgment. That 
seems to fit the pattern of the former 
interpretation better. The fact that the 
latter interpretation would have the 
wicked dead rising before the living 
Christians are changed also weighs 
against it. While it is not possible to 
speak in absolutes, the evidence would 
seem to favor the salvation of the righ
teous before the destruction of the 
wicked. 

In addition, the former interpretation 
would seem to fit better with Revelation 
20. I realize that most amillennialists 
take a symbolic postmillennial interpre
tation of this passage, and make the 
thousand years symbolic for this present 
age. But it is also possible to be amillen
nial by taking a symbolic premillennial 
int~rpretatio~ of R«:vel~tion 20. The sym
bolic postmtllenmal mterpretation in
volves taking the word "resurrection" to 
refer either to baptism or to the living 
on of the spirit after death. The prob
lem with this is that the word "resurrec
tion" is elsewhere used only to refer to 
the resurrection of the body. The verb 
"to rise" is used for other things, such 
as baptism or even rising from bed but 
"resurrection" is not. ' 

But if a premillennial interpretation 
of Revelation 20 is to be preferred, does 
that mean that the thousand-year reign 
mentioned there must refer to a literal 
thousand years? No, with the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years. Numbers 
are used symbolically in the book of 
Revelation. When Revelation 4:5 refers 
to 11the seven spirits of God" is this a 
contradiction of Ephesians 4:4? No, we 
understand that there is in fact only 
"one Spirit'' and that the number 
"seven" is being used as a symbol for 
the completeness of God's Spirit. 

In the same way, the thousand years 
of Revelation 20 may be taken symboli
cally to show the greatness of Christ's 
second coming. In fact, if Revelation 20 
be taken as premillennial, the thousand 
years must be taken as symbolic to 
avoid conflict with such passages as 2 
Thessalonians 1:6-10 and 2 Peter 3:10-
13. In the former passage the vengeance 
on those who afflict the Christians hap
pens on the day that the Lord jesus is 
revealed from heaven, not a thousand 
years later. 

In summary, it would seem that 1 
Corinthians 15:23-26 is referring to the 
resurrection of believers before the de
struction of Christ's enemies. While this 
und~rstanding is open to either a pre
millennia! or amillennial interpretation, 
such passages as 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 
and 2 Peter 3:10-13 would indicate that 
a literal premillennial understanding of 
Revelation 20 and thus 1 Corinthians 
15:23-26 is unacceptable. 
Box 220, Montezuma Creek, UT 84534 
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The New Testament Church (9) · 
JERRY HARVILL 

PHILIPPI: THE JOYFUL CHURCH (1) 

It was the night vision of the "Macedonian Call" (Acts 
16:9-10) which prompted Paul during his second missionary 
journey (c. A.D. 49) to cross the Aegean Sea and plant the 
gospel in Europe. The first-fruit of that European campaign 
was the church at Philippi, which in time became Paul's 
strongest supporter and his greatest joy (see Phil. 1 :3, 4, 8; 
2:1f; 2:19). 

Located in northeast Greece on the important east-west 
highway called The Egnatian Way, Philippi was an elite Ro
man colony famous as a military and communications center. 
As privileged Roman citizens, the Philippians enjoyed status 
equal to communities in Italy, including certain political free
doms and immunities. The spirit and practices of Rome were 
everywhere visible in Philippi. 

The church there began with the conversion of a wealthy 
Gentile merchant woman named Lydia (Acts 16:14, 15), and 
grew steadily. It seems likely that the three individuals Luke 
focuses on, viz. Lydia, the slave girl, and the Roman jailer 
(Acts 16:14-34), are to be taken as representative of the social 
levels within the Philippian church. Traditionally, Luke is 
credited with remaining at Philippi (note the pronouns change 
from "we" to "they" (Acts 16:40-17:1), and with nurturing 
there one of the outstanding churches of the first century. 

Profile 
Certain general characteristics are of interest at Philippi. 

One of these is the prominence of women. The church there 
began with a woman and her household (Acts 16:15), and 
sheltered initially in her home (v. 15). Furthermore, in the 
letter Paul sent to Philippi years later (c. A.D. 62), the mem
bers mentioned by name (besides Epaphroditus who was with 
Paul at the time) were two women, Euodia and Syntyche, 
whom Paul commends as his co-strugglers in the gospel 
(Phil. 4:2, 3). In our era of feminist protests and anti-Paul 
polemics it needs to be emphasized how important Christian 
sisters were to Paul, and how respectfully he treated them 
and their accomplishments (cf. Acts 18:1-4; Rom. 16:1-3; 
Col. 4:15; 2 Tim. 1 :5). Some appear to forget that it was Paul 
himself who selected feminine categories to illustrate his 
three central concepts of covenant (Gal. 4:21-31), salvation 
(Rom. 7:1-4), and the church (Eph. 5:21-33). At Philippi, 

therefore, we are reminded of the importance of women in 
the early church and we find a pattern for the church today. 

Features 

Several special features are outstanding in the Philippian 
church. These show the New Testament church at its best, and 
must be reproduced today. 

Unity 
Corporate solidarity was important at Philippi. Their strong 

sense of oneness is reflected in Paul's frequent "all" /"you all" 
phrases (Phil. 1:1, 4, 7, 8, 25; 2:17, 26), and the references 
to corporate "sameness" (1 :27; 2:2; 3:16; 4:2). This shows 
that Paul viewed them as a unity and suggests that they saw 
themselves in terms of their Roman heritage of oneness and 
corporate solidarity. 

In practical terms their unity meant that all grumbling 
and quarreling were out of place (Phil. 2:14), and that per
sonal differences could not persist but had to be peacefully 
resolved (4:2). This was so because by definition their group 
solidarity meant oneness of spirit and oneness of soul (Psuche, 
1 :27). In fact, Paul even implies it encompassed thoughts, 
feelings, goals, and plans (2:1-4) exhorting them to consider 
and practice the "same things" (4:8, 9). 

I fear that our modern Western individualism has obscured 
this important concept of group solidarity, and has fostered 
the unbiblical notion that persons can maintain vital union 
with Christ while isolating themselves from the fellowship of 
the church. The plain truth is, such "independent" disciple
ship is a gross distortion; this is not the way of the people of 
God. "For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us 
dies to himself alone .... Let us therefore make every effort 
to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification" (Rom. 
14:7, 19). 

Therefore, when I today think individualistically rather than 
corporately; when I allow thoughts, feelings, or actions to 
isolate me from the church, or when I permit such to create 
tension between myself and the group, I must get back to the 
proper biblical perspective found at Philippi. Their strong 
group solidarity is a judgment on our contemporary selfism 
and reminds us that it is not independence but mutual de
pendence which marks the New Testament church. 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 
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Christianity or Churchanity? DAVID BOSWELL 

Many brethren have a church-religion. 
Their entire faith is wrapped up in the 
11five acts of worship." For many breth
ren, religion is simply having the correct 
and right worship on Sunday morning. 
Is your religion having the right Savior 
or is it entirely centered in being in the 
right church? In your life which receives 
the most emphasis? It really boils down 
to either Christianity or churchanity. 

Churchanity is promoting the church 
above all else in our religion. To be 
sure, whenever one accepts the gospel 
message, repents and is baptized, the 
lord adds him to his body, the· church, 
of which he is the Head. It's not really 
possible to preach Jesus and not the 
church, but it is possible to preach the 
church over and above Jesus, and thus 
having churchanity. Churchanity sees 
evangelism as going out and sharing 
with people why certain things are done 
the way they are in the church; for ex
ample, explaining to the lost why we're 
a cappella or why we have the lord's 
supper every Sunday. That's not evange
lizing; that's proselytizing! Whenever 
we as brethren get together, what do we 
discuss? Generally, we discuss the 
church even more than Christ. Some 
may equate one with the other, but I 
don't think so. At times we are just as 
denominational as any other denomina
tion. 

Christianity, on the other hand, is 
promoting Jesus as Lord and Savior 
above all else. To be wrapped up in 

To Those Who Obey 
Man has often tried to circumvent 

God's ways and plans for obtaining his 
blessings and gifts. Notwithstanding this 
continual misunderstanding and disre
gard by some, the Scriptures are clear 
about the extreme importance of obedi
ence. This is particularly true in regard 
to the reception of the Holy Spirit and 
his gifts. For example, Jesus taught that 
on Judgment Day many who will claim 
to have performed miraculous deeds 
such as prophecy and casting out of 
demons will be excluded eternally from 
the presence of God because they re
fused to do "the will of my Father who 
is in Heaven." 

Jesus reminds us furthermore that 
even the elect are vulnerable to being 
led astray by false prophets and psuedo
Christs who appeal to the "Charis
maniac" tendencies and leanings of 
saints who are taken in and infatuated 
by "great signs and wonders" (Matt. 
24:23-25). 
. The story of Simon Magus in Acts 8 
1s a patent example of how immature 
converts with carnal thinking can so 
misunderstand the working of God 
through his Holy Spirit that they can be 
damned. As J. W. McGarvey noted, 
Simon's "overruling avarice, mingled 
with a passion for popular applause, a 
passion which his former habits had also 
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Christianity is to preach and teach and 
live jesus, above all else. As Christians 
only, we are attempting to convert all 
people everywhere to Jesus Christ, and 
not a church structure. It seems that 
many have been converted to a system 
rather than to Christ. Maybe that's why 
whenever attempts are made to do new 
things and change (methods, not the 
message), many brethren become fran
tic. "We've never done it this way and 
we can't start now; it would be unscrip
tural!" Are these brethren saying that's 
not how it was done when I came into 
the church? If one is truly converted to 
Christ, methodology in church programs 
won't cause us to stumble even if it is a 
new way of doing something. 

People are converted to what they 
have heard and accepted. If people have 
a constant diet of the church, then their 
religion, their faith becomes the church. 
But if people have been converted to 
Christ as the result of hearing and ac
cepting Jesus as Savior, then Jesus Christ 
becomes their faith and religion. 

When Paul was reminding the Corin
thians of the gospel message and the 
resurrection from the dead, he shared 
with them the most important fact of 
all: Christ died for our sins and he was 
resurrected the third day. This is what 
Paul had received first of all from Jesus, 
and this is the message he was to share 
with the lost. The power and attraction 
of the gospel message is Christ crucified 
for our sins even though we're totally 

RICHARD OSTER 

cultivated, prompted him to make the 
offer" (Acts of the Apostles, p. 146). So 
heinous and infamous was this deed of 
Simon, that even today his sin is remem
bered in our term "simony." 

The sinful attitude of Simon is still 
prevailing in the religious world today. 
Many radio and TV dergy offer to huck
ster the blessings of God in exchange 
for a contribution. "Help put our pro
gram on more stations"; "Help .us build 
a cathedral"; "Help us pay our debts" 
and other such slogans are used to get 
money in exchange for a promised. 
blessing from · the lord. These clergy 
promise to secure for us better health, 
more money in the bank, fewer head
aches and backaches, no more disease, 
and instant sanctification. 

The truth of the matter is, none of 
God's blessings are attached to purse 
strings. Poor Lazarus went to the bosom 
of Abraham penniless. But if God's 
blessings are not to be purchased with 
donations and the like, what does God 
require? What does it take? Scripture 
makes it perfectly clear that there is a 
real cost involved in receiving the gifts 
of God. The cost to God was the life of 
his Son. The cost to us is obedience 
from the heart, though not, of course, 

(Continued on page 11) 

unworthy. This is the very same message 
we too are to share with the lost. And to 
preach or place the church above Jesus 
Christ, is to rob him of total preemi
nence. 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, CA 
95608 

Gimme Dat 01' Time Religion 
DENNIS CRAWFORD 

Okay. Let's sing the old spiritual fa
vorite, "01' Time Religion." You remem
ber how it goes, "Gimme dat ol' time 
religion, Gimme dat ol' time ... " Got it 
now? 

Look, there's brother Jones singing, 
"Gimme dat ol' time religion ... " He's 
singing of a time twenty years ago when 
he used to swoon to the preaching of 
his favorite preacher. 

Sister Smith sings ". . . ol' time reli
gion ... " and to her it was a time when 
her children lay across her lap on hot 
Sunday nights and she cooled their 
sweaty heads with a funeral home fan. 

~ld. brother Cars~n is singing too. His 
~o1ce 1s weak, but 1t's coming out. just 
listen to him. "01' time religion ... " he 
sings and dreams of the brush arbor 
meetings and dinner on the grounds. 
Those were the times when he would 
thrill to the preaching of Joe Blue, Joe 
Warlick, and other great servants of the 
Lord. 

Brother Jenkins sings too. He imagines 
everr,one else is thinking of the days of 
the 'really great" preachers such as Foy 
Wallace, Jr., N. B. Hardeman, and David 
Lipscomb. His ol' time religion extends 
as far back as Thomas and Alexander 
Campbell. 

Even our two visitors are bold and 
sing right out. As they sing, one is think
ing of John Calvin and the other relates 
old time religion with Martin Luther. 

We're really getting into the song. 
"Gimme dat ol' time religion. It's good 
enough for me. It was good enough 
for ... " .. 

Wait a minute. Wait a minute. Stop 
the music. I want to say something. 

Our voices are blending but our heads 
aren't harmonizing. There's nothing 
more important than that old time reli
gion. But let's make sure it's old enough. 
Our minds have stopped at some pe
riod, experience or person in history 
and we've labled it "Old Time Reli
gion." 

But old time religion is jesus Christ. 
It was Jesus who said, "You have heard 
it said of old . . . but I say to you . . ." 
Old time religion is undenominational 
New Testament Christianity. It's making 
Jesus Lord of our lives. Old time religion 
is too big to cram into a single person
ality or period of history. 

The lord is moving before us in a 
pillar of fire and smoke. Wouldn't it be 
~ shame if h.e fo.un~ the church sitting 
m a walled c1ty smgmg our own version 
of "old time religion"? 
1006 Robin Haven, Bentonville, AR 
72712 
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THE PROBLEM PAGE 

The Cleansing of the Sanctuary 
F. FURMAN KEARLEY 

A reader raises questions concerning Daniel 8:14. He asks 
specifically 11What is the sanctuary, and has this prophecy 
been fulfilled?" Further, he wonders what is meant by 
11cleansing of the sanctuary." 

Before attempting to answer the specific questions, it is 
best to examine the main message of Daniel 8, and to look 
at this in the context of Daniel as a whole. In Daniel 2, the 
prophet had spoken of four great kingdoms, one rising one 
after the other. He identified the first with Nebuchadnezzar 
and the Babylonian empire. In Daniel 7, the prophet saw four 
great beasts (Dan. 7:17). We are told, "These great beasts, 
which are four, are four kings, who shall arise out of the 
earth." 

Daniel 8 focuses on the second and third beasts, or the 
middle two parts of Nebuchadnezzar's image, and identifies 
them. In this chapter, Daniel sees a ram that had two horns, 
one higher than the other. The ram fights a he-goat with a 
notable horn. Daniel 8:20, 21 states "The ram which you saw, 
that had the two horns, they are the kings of Media and 
Persia. And the rough he-goat is the king of Greece: and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the first king." 

Daniel 8:4 is referring to the westward expansion of the 
Medo-Persian Empire, during which it conquered Asia Minor 
and began wars with Greece in an attempt to conquer that 
country. Daniel 8:5-8 describes the rise of Alexander the 
Great and his defeat and overthrow of the Medo-Persian 
Empire, which occurred 336-331 B.C. 

Daniel 8:8 speaks of the death of Alexander the Great and 
the division of his kingdom among four of the generals of his 
army, who were successful in the struggle to gain control of 
some portion of Alexander's empire. Two of these are very 
significant for the biblical lands, the study of Daniel, and 
intertestamental history. They are Ptolemy, who gained con
trol of Egypt and Palestine from 312-204 B.C., and Seleucus, 
who gained control of Syria. Following several battles be
tween 217-198 B.C., the Seleucids gained control of Palestine 
from the Ptolemies. Daniel describes these two kingdoms 
and their struggle for control of Palestine in Daniel11 :5-45. 

Daniel 8:9-14 focuses on the Seleucid king Antiochus IV 
(Epiphanes) who reigned about 175-163 B.C. This Antiochus 
attempted to Hellenize the Jews and instituted severe per
secution against the practice of the jewish religion. His activi
ties are described in the first book of Maccabees. In Decem
ber of 167 B.C., I Maccabees 1:4 affirms "They erected a 
desolating sacrilege on the altar of burnt offerings. They also 
built altars in the surrounding cities of Judah." This source 
continues to describe many other attrocities and acts of per
secution against the Jewish religion. 

His persecution provoked the faith, courage, and heroic 

activities of Mattethias and his five sons, chief of whom was 
Judas, called Maccabeus (I Maccabees 2:1-5). The Jews finally 
regained control of the city of jerusalem and the temple 
area. They began to clean the sanctuary and moved to dedi
cate it. I Maccabees 4:52, 53 states. "Early in the morning on 
the 25th day of the ninth month, which is the month of Chis
lev, in the 148th year, they rose and offered sacrifice, as the 
Law directs, on the new altar of burnt offering, which they 
had built." Thus, three years after Antiochus had polluted 
the temple, and three and a half years after he had captured 
Jerusalem, Judas and the jews rededicated it. This inaugurated 
the feast of dedication mentioned in John 10:22, and which 
the jews call Hanukkah. 

In Daniel 8, about 540 B.C., God was showing Daniel things 
that were to happen in the period as far down as approxi
mately 160 B.C. Daniel sees the rise and spread of the Medo
Persian Empire (v. 1-4). Then he saw the rise of the Greek 
kingdom under Alexander the Great and its destruction of 
the Persian Empire (vs. 5-8). He is then shown the break-up 
of the Greek kingdom into four kingdoms and the vision 
focuses on Antiochus IV and his persecution of the Jews 
(vs. 8-14). 

Daniel 8:15-27 is an inspired interpretation of the vision. 
Gabriel causes Daniel to understand what he has seen. He 
explains that the r:am with the two horns represents the kings 
of Media and Persia, and that the he-goat is Greece, and the 
great horn is the first king, Alexander the Great. In verses 
23-25, he describes the persecution and the defilement of 
Antiochus IV. Verse 26 refers back to verse 14, but does not 
choose to give a clear explanation of the meaning of the 
evenings and the mornings. 

In response to the specific question asked by the inquirer, 
the sanctuary is the temple and its holy surroundings. This 
prophecy was fulfilled as describe~ above, basically in the 
period 175-165-B.C. The cleansing of the sanctuary referred 
to Judas and the Jews driving the Seleucid army from Jeru
salem and the temple area, removing idols-set up here, 
purifying the temple area, according to the Law, and the re
institution of sacrifices as the Law directs (I Maccabees 4:36-
61). 

Finally, the inquirer asks for references to any literature on 
the subject. One should consult any of the standard com
mentaries on Daniel. Some of interest are Keii-Delitzsch, 
The Pulpit Commentary, James A. Montgomery's Commen
tary of the Book of Daniel, Edward J. Young's Commentary on 
Daniel, and H. C. Leupold's Exposition of the Book of Daniel. 
One should certainly read the first book of Maccabees. The 
Oxford Annotated Apocrypha edition is especially helpful. 
Box 7669-Station ACU, Abilene, TX 79699 
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A NEW SERIES ON 

UNDENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIANITY 
Designed fw searching souls that long fw a balm fw troubled hearts. They speak 
to the longings of a soul in search of peace. 
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PREACHERS HIT BY NEW 
SOCIAL SECURITY RULING 

Beginning january 1, 1984, all churches 
wi ll be required to pay Social Securitv 
tax on all their employees except preach
ers. Ministers w il sti ll be classified as 
self-employed. The tax on them wi ll in
crease to 15% in graduated steps by 
1990. Our preachers are employees of a 
local congregation-most of them- and 
the new tax ruling wi ll impose on them 
a double burden unless it is changed. 
They will have to bear the entire load of 
the tax personally. 

A bill has been introduced in Congress 
that wou ld place ministers under the 
same Social Security provisions as other 
ch urch employees. It is H.R. Bill 2752. 
This bill is now in the Ways and Means 
Committee of the House. It is important 
to preachers that they write the congress
men on this committee request ing their 
support of H.R. Bill 2752. 

Committee members are: Sam Gib
bons Fl., j. j . Pickle, Tx., Charl es Rangel, 
N.Y., Fortney Stark, Ca., Hames j ones, 
Ok., Andrew j acobs, Jr., Ind., Harold 
Ford, Tn., Ed j enkins, Ga., Richard Gep
hardt, Mo., Thomas Downey, N.Y., Cecil 
Heltel, Hawaii, Wyche Fowler, Jr., Ga., 
Frank Guarini, N.j., james Shannon, 
Mass.; Marty Russo, Ill., Donald Pease, 
0., Kent Hance, Tx., Robert Matsui, Ca., 
Beryl Anthony, Jr., Ark., Byron Dorgan, 
N.D., Barbra Kennelly, Ct., Barber Con
able, jr., N.Y., j ohn Duncan, Tn., Bill 
Archer, Tx., Guy Vander j agt, Mich., 
Philip Crane, Ill., Bill Frenzel, Minn., 
james Martin, N.C., Prichard Schulze, Pa., 
Willis Gradison, Jr., 0., Carro l Campbell, 
Jr., S.C., Ronnie Flippo, A la., and W. Hen
son Moore. 

You can write the members at the fo l
lowing address: (Member's name) Mem
ber ofCongress, Washington, D.C. 20515. 

Melvin j. Wise, 12930 M itchw in Road, 
Dallas, TX 75234: I recently preached in 
two gospel meetings in Arizona. The first 
one was with the Ho liday Shores church 
near Kingman. Alan Hill (son of Ceci l 

TO THOSE WHO OBEY 

(Continued from page 8) 

in the sense of buying salvation by 
works. 

As long as gold has been valuable, 
there has been the real need to be ab le 
to distingu ish between true gold and 
false gold " fool's gold." Acid has been 
and st ill is used as a test for determin
ing the genu ine thing. In God's econ
omy there is no place for falseness, no 
sympathy for a different gospel, a dif
ferent Jesus, a different Spirit. God has 
given us the acid test for discerning the 
rea l Spirit from the fool's Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is not given because people 
recite pious aphorisms, because people 
have had emotional experiences, be
cause peop le contribute, even large 
amounts, to self-serving clergy, or be
cause people claim to perform signs 
and wonders. Rather, the Holy Spirit is 
given by God to those who obey him. 
Harding Graduate School, 1000 Cherry 
Rd., Memphis, TN 38117 

Hill) has served as their evangelist for 
about five years. The second meeting 
was with the church in Prescott Valley, 
near Prescott. The congregation numbers 
only about twenty members, but the at
tendance was very encouraging, w ith fifty 
people present on the last day of the 
meeting. I have time for about two other 
mission meetings for this year. 

WANTED 

Business Education Teacher 

Master of Education 
Degree preferred 

For more information, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Mi ller 
Vice President for Academ ics 
York College, York, NE 68467 

Call or Write 
404·245·7675 XUM~ 

BRAND® 

P. 0 . Box 482 
Royeton, GA 
30662 

Quantity 

HIGH ENERGY- LOW NOISE 
Quality Voice Tape - 5 Screw - SHIPPING/HANDLING 

Tapes Only 
25-199 Add 15% 
200-499 Add 10% 

C-60 
25-99 1CJ0.199 200·499 5()(}.999 1000·4999 

.49 .47 .45 .42 .39 

C-90 .65 .61 .56 .54 .52 5()(}.999 Add 7 'f.IYn 
1 ()()(}.or more Add 5% 

HARD PLASTIC BOXES- FINEST QUALITY- HINGED !SAVE! 
Cases@ 
10 cents 
when 
ordered 
with Tapes 

1 Doz. 2 Doz. 3 Doz. 
$1.75 $3.00 $4.25 

Add Add Add 
$.96 $1.12 $1.25 

4 Doz. 
$5.15 

Add 
$1.50 

Each Additional Dozen 
Add 90 Cents 

{5 Dozen Or More) 
Add 15% 

NO 
C.O.D. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 305/636-7671 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

DO YOU 
Want toPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 
Do you want an education that is 
thoroughly Bible -centered and 
academically excellent? 

M;g~~~i~i 
Bible College 
P. 0 . Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 299-2996 
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C. PAUl KING 

The church on the west coast suffered 
a great loss recently when Paul King died 
following a stroke. Possibly no gospel 
preacher in the West was so w idely 
known and deeply loved as Bro ther King. 
In recent yea rs, he had spoken at virtual ly 
every congregation in the western United 
States in behalf of Christ ian education. 
He was truly a bright spot in the lives of 
thousands and a staunch supporter of 
truth. He was di recto r of church relations 
for Columbia Christian College in Port
land, Oregon. 

Brother King was a graduate of Abilene 
Christian College in Abi lene, Texas. He 
earned a master's degree in psychology 
from Sacramento State College, and was 
licensed as a marria&e, family and chi ld 
counselor in Californ1a. 

He preached for the church of Christ 
in Yuba City, CA, Stockton, CA-Central, 
Merced, CA, Sacramento, CA-Lank Park, 
Compton, CA, and Port land, OR, and 
helped organize Sierra Bible Camp north 
of Sacramento, where he served as camp 
director and board member for 14 years. 
He served as an elder of the Peninsula 
church in Portland until his death. 

From 1966 to 1970, he served as Dean 
of Men at Pepperdine University. He 
moved to Portland in 1970 and was ad
missions di rector of Columbia Christian 
College until 1982. He then became di
rector of church relations for the school. 

Survivors include his wife, Fern; a son, 
Paul Richard of Portland; three brothers, 
Othel, Oval and Guy and one grandson. 
Paul and Fern had a daughter, Judy, w ho 
preceded him in death in 1963 at the age 
of 17. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tne AMEN M•n•stry wort.:s ,...,,n ft •lnlu l congreg~t •ons ot the 
Churches o t Cnr•s t 110h0Se members Or'\ m•t•ta ry mstallauons 
wOtldwlde tHe w a•tu1g 10 nel p your loW"e O ones - as they hive 
1'\ftfP&d w •th tne spfr •tual and pnys•cat neeas o f thousands of 
o tners dur•no ltut e>as t live year s nus serv•ce ,, !reel 

Seno "'ime. comotete .aaatus, phone ana m•lltary •nsla ll at•on, 
and s~:~•utu.al cono•t•on. ' ' " nown a long w11t1 your name • nd ad· 
dress 10 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Sox 2000 
West Monre>e. LOUISIII'II 71291 

American Mili tary EvangoliziDg Natione 
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Funera l services were at the Eastside 
Church of Christ. A memorial service was 
conducted at Central in Stockton. 

The fami ly suggests that remembrances 
be contribu tions to the Paul King Memo
rial Scholarship Fund for preaching stu
dents at Columbia Christian College. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course- No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, util ities, food, Health 
Insurance, 'retirem ent, and children 
fu rnished. 

Contact 

SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 
P.O. Box 1373 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' W ives Estab lished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Troil, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282•3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOl OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2· Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a glassllke appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
O lDlR A YEAl'S SUI'I'LY TODAY 

Rrm found•tlon rublishlng House r.O. IIox 610 Austin. Tex.u 78767 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 $ 52.89 $ 50.21 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 I 496-4888 

~~'='~~= :: :: :: === : 
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BOOKS .!Jn Review 
LOGIC AND THE BIBLE. Thomas B. War

ren. National Christian Press. 127 pp. 
$1 0.95 
Warren . is t he champion of logic. He 

discusses in this book the general field of 
implication and inference as they apply 
to the Bible. A strong defense is made of 
the inerrancy of the Scriptures. Emphasis 
is placed on the necessity of understand
ing the text, and the proposition is set 
forth that one can draw conclusions only 
as they are warranted by the evidence as 
he studies tbe Bible. 

THE FIRST DAY. Wi lbur Roane, Jr. Pri
vately published. 224 pp. $12 
The odyssey of a young man who 

moved from one military base to another 
all over the world, graduated from Okla
homa Christ ian Co llege, suffered ill 
health, emotional and mental illness and 
finally overcame them. Brilliantly w ritten, 
this story could be a source of encour
agement to struggling souls. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. Leroy Brown

low, 96 pp. $ 
The latest in the Brownlow gift book 
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I want to know more 
about International Bible College 

AGE _ 

_____ l iP _____ _ 

series is this beautifully bound volume 
dealing, in the incomparable style of the 
author, w ith such ageless themes as love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness and 
the like. Its essays are a delight. Its four
color art i llustrations make it a gift to be 
cherished forever. 

PROVERBS. Thomas Seals. Qual ity. 144 
pp. $4.95 
A brief commentary of the book of 

Proverbs, arranged in a unique subject 
study. Rich, original material. 

LEADING THE LORD'S SINGING. j ack 
Boyd. Quality. 204 pp. $4.95 
A useful manual for song leaders by 

the Professor of Music at Abilene Chris
tian University. It is a how-to book, and 
should be in the possession of every 
person who attempts to lead the Lord's 
people in singing. 

NEW CHOATE PUB LI CATIONS: 
Sermon Outline Collection. Vol. 1, $3. 

A hundred or more sermon outl ines. 
Clear, concise, practical. Originality is 
excell ent. An abundance of ideas. 

The Call To World Evangelism, by 
Roger Dickson-$3. A six-chapter study 
on world opportunities and the need to 
supply missionaries to take advantage 
of them. 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST.). C. Choate. 
$2. A 13-lesson class study on what the 
gospel really is, and what the plan of 
salvation is. 

NEW TESTAMENT WORSHIP. Choate. 
$2. A 13-lesson study designed to in
crease understanding of worship and an 
appreciation for it. 

TO KNOW HIM BETIER. Randy Becton. 
Caring. 109 p. $2.95 

A book of " daily devotionals." Excel
lent for private meditation, family wor
ship or as a gift for a friend. 

SOURCES OF POWER OF THE APOS
TOLIC WITNESS. Robert Shank. Wes
cott. 125 pp. $3.95 
Eight power-packed chapters on what 

made the church great following the day 
of Pentecost. Ordinary tax collectors and 
f ishermen became th e world's and his
tory's most powerfu l characters. Why? 
How? 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, please be sure to include the price. 

All books reviewed here mny be purchased from 
lho Fir m Foundnlion Publishing Rouse. Please ndd 
$1.00 for postage and handling on orders of $10.00 
or leas; 10% on orders over $10.00. 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree In Bible * Emphasis on Evangelism 

- *High Academic Standards - * Credit Transfe rable *Financial Aid Programs 

* Programs For Both Men & Women 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed espec:ialb' to accommodate conaregatlona 
mdvertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Wa•hlngtou, D.O. area.-ZO minutes from 
our na.tlon's ca.pltal, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Ale%8.Ddrla, VlrglDJa 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9'11-414'1, 
Mark N. Bloks, Eva.ngellst. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAl!. STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(303) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N. J .• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-636-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
06746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evanllellst 
DENVER, COLORADO 8022S 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
466 So. Youngfteld Ct. 

Tele.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hlrinll child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If Interested, contact Steve Ber,::man, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or call 707/448-3557 ." 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters De(Sree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
YUlUA. ARIZ., 6ri1 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
Rellrement Approachlngl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
A.LASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alnska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND •• 2205 E. llor.,;ou Ave .. 
U.S. 400 East OppoRite K-ltlart. Offlee 4'1'1· 
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min, 4'10-4056. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
Istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ is 
seeking a mature Gosr.el preacher. Must be qualified 
and experienced In pu pit and personal work. Counsel
ing experience desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN 55901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
In Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work In the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Gospe~ Preacher ~ith 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begm workmg with on July 1, 1983. 
~ontact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special. lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information wnte: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opef!ing. for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
ap~hcahons and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~r:~~~~s Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate 
a~e ~4, wife, two c~ildren, wants to serve congregatio~ 
~1thm reasonable d1stance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
m. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. ' 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
=~~-=--o:::-=:c=--=T~el~ .. (213) 463-6352 
SOUND GOSPEL PREACHER, age 34, married, three 
c.h!ldren, seeks to relocate in fulltime work. B.S. Re
ligion, Eastern New Mexico University 1972; Graduate 
Sunset School of Preaching 1974. For resume and ref
erences contact David 0. Widner, 3331 L Street, Eureka, 
Ca. 95501 or phone 707-442-4285. 
WANTED-Minister to work with small congregation 
~~8~-~.j 2~exas. Contact Solon Milton, 214-568-4363 or 

Preach In Alaska 
Established congregation in growing area on the beauti
ful Kenai peninsula is seeking mature, experienced 
preacher. Furnished 4 BR house; salary and fringes 
negotiable, deP.ending upon qualifications. Send cur
rent resume With references to Kenai Church of Chris~ 
Box 538, Kenai, AK 99611. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (nif!ht/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medma, TX 78005. 
Wanted: Urotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
For sale-24 solid oak pews, antique design, massive 
carved ends, medium dark finish, 9 to 12 feet long, 
two-inch good foam cushions. 20 solid oak pews, 
slightly curved, graduated lengths 7 to 12 feet, smooth 
ends, medium light finish. Closed communion table, 
matching pulpit, light oak, solidly built. All above 
items in good condition. Church of Christ, Bx 278, 
Chillicothe, Texas 79225 817-852-5286 or 852·5270. 

Evangelist Needed 
Growing congregation of 100+ in need of a second 
minister. Mid-Wisconsin college town. Very active 
campus work with a vision of training men in the 
ministry to go out. Send resumes to: Dr. Les Lamoureux, 
3010 94th Str. So., Wis. Rapids, Wis. 54494. 

WANTED 
Older minister who would like to supplement your 
retirement income. Call 1-(515)·236-4975, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 227, Grinnell, lA 50112. 
EXPERIENCED middle-aged gospel preacher available 
after June 12, 1983. Enjoys personal work. Current ref
erences and resume furnished on request. Contact 
Leonard Watts, P.O. Box 576, Deltona, Florida 32728-
0576 or call 305-574-1712. 
POSITION AVAILABLE: Bible Chair Director, Campus 
Christian Center at Tyler Junior College. Resumes 
should be forwarded to Bill Faulkner, P.O. Box 537, 
Whitehouse, Texas 75791 or phone 214-839-7273. 
NEEDED-15 passenger van, new or used (in good 
condition). Contact David Jackson 214-838-4892. 

RUSSELL ANNOUNCES 
NORTHWEST SCHEDULE 

TYLER, Tex.-0. j. Russell, who has 
conducted 97 gospel meetings in the 
great Northwest, will return in july and 
August for other evangelistic efforts. 

His first meeting will be in Hamilton, 
Montana, july 24-28. Following this meet
ing he will conduct a meeting july 31-
August 4 with the Peninsula Church in 
Portland, Oregon, where he has con
ducted two previous meetings.-0. J. 
Russell. 

HOMECOMING 
AND 

BUILDING 
DEDICATION 

July 3,1983 

37TH STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Snyder, Texas 79549 

All former members and friends 
are invited back 

Former preachers are speakers: 

WARDER K. NOVAK 
DURWARD BOGGS 
TROY SINGLETON 

MAXIE BOREN 
PAT ABBANANTO 

-HOMECOMING
Rolla Church of Christ 

( HWY E, Rolla, Missouri 65401) 

Sat. & Sun., July 30th & 31st, '83 
Call (314) 364-3488 for more info. 

All former members encouraged to 
come and enjoy a great time together. 
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GULF 

COAST 

WORKERS 

CLINIC 
AUGUST 12 - 13, 1983 

CONROE, TEXAS 

MARVIN PHILLIPS 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

NORMAN SLATE 
NORMA SLATE 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

This Clinic is directed toward motivation and 
sharing ideas to put new life into Bus Programs 

PRE-REGISTRATION: THROUGH JULY 15 

1. 1 to 4 People--$30.00 Each 

WE WILL BE SHARING IDEAS 
AND MATERIALS ON: 

2. 5 or more $150.00 

AT CLINIC 

1. 1 to 4 People $35.00 Each 

2. 5 or more $175.00 

FOR PRE-REGISTRATION & HOUSING 
C.D. DAVIS OR NICKY MCDONALD 
P. 0. Box 898 
CONROE, TEXAS 77305 
(409) 756-8988 

CONTACT: 

BUSING & BIBLE SCHOOL CO-WORKERS 

MAKING DISCIPLES THROUGH BUSING 

BUS TEACHING 

DISCIPLINE THAT WORKS 

SINGING (SHARING NEW SONGS) 

FLY INTO HOUSTON INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT AND 
TRANSPORTATION WILL BE ARRANGED TO CONROE. 
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- PBEACHEBS LECTI!BES 

OVER 400 OF INDIA'S PREAC at Vijayawada. J. c. Baqe HERS ATTENDED 1983 lectures 
wittr many of India's ~w~ (cente~, Rr.) was featured speaker 
of 16 Americans. Those in r~:acro~s and some. of the group 
saw 2,682 baptized, held 30 Bigl p .P~eached .m 394 places, 
hours each) and started 38 co e tr~mmg sessiOns (about 25 
issue. ngregatiOns. See story inside this 
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The Unity-Doctrine Tension 

There is no doubt in any mind that Jesus desired the 
unity of his fo llowers. He taught it; he prayed for it. The 
Holy Spi r it guided the sacred writers to p lead for it. 
There can be no Ch ristianity wi thout i t. 

On the other hand, the plea for sound doctrine is 
just as strong. Truth cannot be ignored. It makes a dif
ference what people believe. Error is not as good as 
truth. 

We have brethren who would have uni ty at any price. 
And we have brethren w ho would have doctrine at any 
price. The unity end of the spectrum wou ld ignore doc
t rine, and contend that doctrine doesn't make all that 
much difference; uni ty is the important thing. The doc
trine extreme would contend that doctri ne is the most 
important thing in the world and that it is legitimate to 
destroy the unity of a church to maintain ultra-sound 
doctrine. We believe both extremes are w rong. We are 
suffering from both extremes. Some way there must 
be found a balance somewhere between the extremes. 

Those who are quick to brand the ir brethren would 
call " liberal" al l those w ho insist on unity, or else call 
" anti" or "conservative" all those who insist on doctrine 
even if it is at the expense of unity. And the two ex
tremes continue to polarize. 

Unity at the expense of doctrine is unacceptable, and 
doctrine at the expense of unity is obnoxious. We have 
no greater threat to the church than the new ultra-right 
that is developing in a small but formidable circle- un
less it is the threat of an ultra-left that has developed in a 
small but even more vocal and eloq uent circle. Both are 
throwing w ild gourds into the pot, and death w ill be 
the resu lt. 

Some marking is inevitable, because Pau l warned the 
Romans to "mark them that cause divisions and offenses 
contrary to the doctrine wh ich we have learned, and 
avoid them." So, doctrine is important. If the price of 
unity is the abandonment of doctrine the price is too 
high to pay. The who le religious world cou ld be united 
if doctrine were ignored, but the result wou ld not be a 
church after the New Testament order. It would not be 
the " my church" that Jesus sa id he would build. The 
unity movements among the denominations, with which 
we are familiar, were all based upon loving each other 
into unity instead of the bib lica l and doctrinal basis of 
the Lord and the apos tles. Without that basis the exis
tence of t he Bible itself doesn't even make sense. 

On the other end of the spectrum the ultra-
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conservatives have pressed doctrine as the one and only 
important thing. They strain at gnats and swallow 
camels. Often doctrine is in the eye of the beholder 
rather than in the Scriptures. Doctrine too often is what 
we want it to be; what we have been taught that it is; 
or w hatever it takes to sustain my position. And too 
often all doctrines are of equal importance. No consid
eration is given to where the pi lgrim is along the path. 
We often show that in obedience to first principl es w hat 
was commanded depended upon where the hearer was 
when the command was given. We do not allow for 
such differences after he becomes a Chri sti an. We sel
dom give him time to grow. We be lieve that such an 
attitude is erroneous, and that we have earned a reputa
tion for cold-heartedness and legalism that was justly 
deserved. 

It is our fear that that same cold-hearted legalism may 
send us to hell as quickly as a complete d isregard for 
doctrine. Legalists feel t hat they are infallib ly safe in 
their position. We do not fee l that they are any more 
safe than those who would love us to unity at the ex
pense of doctrine. 

There is a natural tension between unity and doctrine. 
Man was not made for the sabbath; rather, the sabbath 
was made for man. A non-biblical unity does not please 
the Lord, and neither does a stifli ng legalism please him. 

In matters of basic Christian fa ith it is absolute ly es
sential that there be a unity of doctrine. And we be lieve 
that among the sects in the church there is this basic 
unity of faith. There are some minor matters on which 
we would that all Christians agree, but upon which 
they probably won't. We believe all groups could im
prove their concepts of w hat is absolutely essential and 
what is laudable but not absolutely essential. We are 
convinced that a number of things we put in the first 
class would fa ll in the second-if there were any real 
desire fo r unity. 

There was a lot of fa lse doctrine in the churches of 
the first century- probably a lot more than we read 
about in the Bib le. Yet unity was maintained. Teaching 
was done, but unity was maintained. It simply is not true 
that disunity must .resu lt everywhere and every time a 
false teaching shows up in a congregation. Practica lly 
every New Testament letter was written to combat a false 
doctrine, yet those same letters urge to unity. Sound 
doctrine must be sound doctrine, and not just doctrine 
created in the minds of sectarian -spi ri ted men. 
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The Chaining of Reason 

1 have read that some ancient tyrants 
sometimes chained dead bodies to their 
victims who were then forced to drag 
about their repulsive burdens until they 
died of the putrefaction and disease. 
Such is the fate of truth when reason is 
chained, for reason is the soul of truth. 
While certain fundamental truths must 
be understood in order to be in the 
church, there has always been error in 
the church, any church: jerusalem, 
Corinth, Galatia, Nashville, Possum 
Trot, etc., because the church is people. 

To some extent, therefore, error of 
opinion must necessarily be tolerated. 
But with toleration of error must also 
come the freedom of reason. As Thomas 
Jefferson said it, "Error of opinion may be 
tolerated where reason is free to combat 
it." "The truth will make you free," but 
only when reason is already free to ex
plore, investigate, communicate. To the 
extent that reason is bound, error festers, 
poisons, destroys. The chain that binds 
reason is fear. 

Fear of Authority 
Our contempt is veneered with sym

pathy when we discuss the gullibility of 
those who accept, without question, the 
whole creed of the institution they enter; 
"theirs not to reason why." And yet, in 
the church, who hasn't heard such in
quiries as "What do we believe on this 
subject?" and "What stand does the 
{religious publication) take on this issue?" 
A few men who "seem to be somewhat'' 
make a strong declaration on some doc
trine and thousands accept it as law. 
Then others "who seem to be somewhat" 
may take the opposite position and thou
sands accept their viewpoint. "Who shall 
decide when doctors disagree?" It is 
true that we all, like the eunuch, have 
need of being taught, but also true that, 
like the noble Bereans, each must stand 
or fall upon his own decisions. 

To be "of one mind and one judg
ment" is the ideal that we should all 
honestly pray and strive for; but, prac
tically speaking, if a congregation should 
be found that thinks alike on everything, 
such unity would likely be based upon 
the acceptance by all, without reason
ing, the mandates of the few. As L. B. 
Johnson said, "If two men agree on 
everything, you may be sure that one of 
them is doing all the thinking." 

If you will accept without question 
everything I tell you, we can be perfectly 
harmonious in all things. When reason is 
not free to question the voice of author
ity, we have lost our liberty. A recent 
television program featuring "Killer Cults 
in America" told of a black organization 
which believes itself to be the lost tribe 
of Judah. The penalty for apostasy of its 
members is decapitation. One young 
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woman, attempting to leave the cult with 
eleven others, barely escaped with her 
life when hooded members of the cult 
came with machetes to minister the 
punishment. Under protection of the 
law, the young woman said, "I have 
le~rned that if you don't use your own 
mmd, somebody else will use it for you." 
Of course, this illustrates the point too 
that if you do use your own head, some~ 
body may try to cut it off. 

Fear of Censure and Controversy 
We have often seen what over-aggres

sive "defense of the faith" can do in re
ligious discussion. Some "keepers of 
orthodoxy" {"orthodoxy is my doxy") 
turn purple and would call fire down 
from heaye~ .to devo~r the adversary 
when the1r JUdgment 1s questioned or 
something is said that fits their definition 
of "unscriptural." Not many are bold 
enough to expose their ignorance to the 
strong convictions of some of the 
"so~nd" b~ethren. "The only argument 
ava1lable w1th the east wind 1s to put on 
your overcoat." 

Sometimes an innocent participant in 
the Bible class will make a statement or 
ask a question, that opens the proverbial 
:'can of worms." Then everybody gets 
mto t~e a~t, exce~t the original speaker 
who s1ts silently Wishing he had not said 
that. 

I sometimes watch a television talk 
sho~ out o,f Baltimore called "Square 
Off. The d1rector addresses a question 
to one of the panelists who begins to 
answer. Then before he is finished some
body corects him, which arouses his ire. 
Another, wishing to straighten both of 
them out, ventures an interjection. Then 
th.e whole panel, disagreeing separately 
With all three, begin expressing their dis
~greem~nts simultaneously. Truth, opin
Ion, w1sdom and nonsense mix and 
mingle in strong assertions, scathing re
bukes! and c.u.tting cri!icisms in a pot
pourn of b01hng verb1age. Oh, it is a 
grand thing to behold that august panel 
?f wis~, e.xperienced experts expound-
1ng the1r w1sdom to us unlearned viewers. 
To me, the program has special senti
m~nt~l values; it stirs.up my nostalgia, re
mmdmg me of busmess meetings and 
Bible classes of by-gone years. 
. As F. W.· Roberts said, "Disagreement 
1s refreshmg when two men lovingly de
sire to compare their views to find out 
truth. Controversy is wretched when it is 
only on attempt to prove another 
wrong." We may not agree with 
another's point of view, but we cannot 
knock it out of him. Nor can we shout it 
out, even though we are shouting the 
Scriptures, book, chapter and verse. We 
know also that there were once things we 
knew "the Scriptures say" that we now 
know say no such thing. Dogmatism is an 

enemy to truth, even when it shouts the 
truth from the housetops. 

Fear of Personal Loss 
The strongest contenders for the truth 

are often those who chain reason the 
most, by fear of personal loss. We can 
discuss at length a matter that means 
little to us personally, and never become 
angry or unpleasantly aggressive. In such 
discussion, reason is free to express it
self and truth is generally victorious, if all 
the pertinent facts are presented. But 
when. we are ~iscussing a matter that is 
very Important to us, we are far more 
likely to become upset and angry. Our 
religious beliefs are precious to us, and 
when another threatens to weaken or 
destroy them with conflicting views, he 
becomes the enemy to be dealt with. I 
can argue the price of eggs in China at 
length without the slightest feeling of 
fear or animosity. But when you question 
the virtue of my wife or daughters, you 
are treading upon dangerous grounds. Al
though I may be concerned about your 
ignorance and wish you to know the 
truth, my first consideration is my own 
defense. 

Samuel Butler once illustrated this 
point thus: 

Why, Sir; to be sure when you wish 
a man to have that belief which you 
think is of infinite advantage, you 
wish him well; but your primary con
sideration is your own quiet. If a 
madman were to come into this room 
with a stick in his hand, no doubt we 
should pity the state of his mind; but 
our primary consideration would be 
to take care of ourselves. We should 
knock him down first, and pity him 

. afterwards. 

Anger, ridicule, or attempts to over
whelm and silence all dissenting voices 
do not indicate love for truth, or con
cern for another, but love for one's own 
belief and fear of having it shaken or 
displaced. As somebody has said, "Who
soever is afraid of submitting any ques
tion, civil or religious, to the test of 
free discussion, is more in love with his 
own opinion than with truth." Truth has 
nothing to fear from reason, but natural
ly seeks reason that it may be proven 
and seen by all. Error has a natural aver
sion to reason and seeks to escape it, 
like insects when the rock is turned over 
and they are exposed to the burning rays 
of the noonday sun. 

Reason is the last hope for overcom
ing error among brethren. But error, un
til it has time for proper exposure to 
reason, must be allowed to continue 
under the toleration of love. Then, if 
reason fails, hope continues, for "love 
never faileth." 

1802 Celeste Road, Forest Hill, MD 21050 
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Daily Christian Living 
HA~ D. THACKER 

~ 

. There is a great deal of emph~is on church growth today. 
We are finally, after exerything else has failed, turning to the 
biblical patterns of church growth. There are many "keys" 
which will help us understand New Testament growth. In 
Matthew 10:37 jesus said, 'Love me more!" In Matthew 6:33 
he said, 'Seek me first!" The key word in Acts 2:46 and 4:32 
is "daily"! Christianity is not a "sometime" religion-it is a 
daily religion. When we regain the daily perspective of Chris
tianity, we will be much closer to the daily successes of the 
first century. ' 

Hebrews 3:12-15 gives an inspired description of the effort 
required to grow a church. It speaks of the danger. It describes 
the need. It presents the urgency. ~ 

The danger is that some through a "sinful, unbelieving 
heart" may "turn away from the living God." Before we pass 
this off lightly Jet us remember that many with great reason 
to be faithful did fall away. There was judas-chosen disciple, 
trusted treasurer and companion of the Lord himself. If any
one had all the advantages of discipleship, he did. Yet, he 
sold out the Lord. There was Demas. What we wouldn't have 
given for the opportunities he had. To travel with Paul, and 
Jearn the gospel from him. But his Jove for the world finally 
overcame his commitment to God. There were the nameless 
ones who "turned back and no longer followed him" (John 
6:66). We must not underestimate the drawing power of the 
world. Paul spoke of the daily pressures he faced (2 Cor. 
11 :28). He reminds us of the co~tant effort needed to over
come (1 Cor. 9:27). The daily influences must not be allowed 
to come between our Lord and us .. 

When Mark Twain married Olivia Langdon, she was a very 
religious and optimistic person~ Her faith stood firmly .in God. 
But Mark Twain had no faith. He scoffed at her behefs and 
made light of her devotions. Soon Olivia's optimism began to 
diminish. There was a noticeable decline in her prayer life. 
As the fervency of her prayers cooled, she seemed not to care 
any more. Eventually she forsook her religion altogether. A 
deep sorrow came over Olivia's Ufe. Though Mark Twain loved 
her and never meant to hurt her, he discovered too late that 
he had broken her spirit. He saict, "Livy, if it comforts you to 
Jean on your faith, do so." She replied, "I can't. I don't have 
any faith left." That statement haunted Mark Twain the rest 
of his life. 

In the mid 1800's jenny Lind re~;eived world-wide fame be
cause of her beautiful voice. Large crowds heard her sing, and 
went away praising her talent. But, at the very height of her 
career, she gave it all up. A friend finding her sitting on the 
beach late one afternoon, staring off at the horizon with her 
Bible open in her lap, wondered about her retirement. jenny 
Lind thought about her career for a moment, then replied, 
"When, every day, it made me think less of this"-indicating 
her Bible, "and nothing at all of that"-she pointed off at 
the setting sun-"what else could .1 do?" 

The Christians at Ephesus were guilty of "forsaking" their 
first love (Rev. 2:4). They hadn't quit the church. They hadn't 
quit checking out the teachers. Tflty would appear to the out
sider to be active and alive. But, they were just going through 
the motions. Their hearts were not on it. This church which 
had once been so strong and alive was now called upon to 
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repent because they were cold . . . dead, and they didn't 
even know it. So don't sluff off the warning. 

"But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
Today." Christians need daily encouragement to overcome 
the danger of apostasy. In observing the first-century church 
we note that they had daily fellowship (Acts 2:46); daily 
teaching (Acts 5:42); daily death to self (1 Cor. 15:31; Luke 
9:23); daily prayer {1 Titus 5:17, 18) and, as a result, had daily 
additions (Acts 2:47). The world is looking for that kind of 
closeness, that sense of belonging, that feeling of worth, that 
security. The church, for the most part, has failed to see the 
importance of daily association and encouragement. So, we 
are losing many out the back door while we encourage others 
to come in the front. 

The urgency of our mission is an ever-present theme of 
Hebrews. "Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it 
Today ... Today, if you hear his voice do not harden your 
hearts" (Heb. 4:7). Opportunities will pass, never to be re
called. jesus said, "As long as it is day, we must do the work 
of him who sent me. Night is coming when no one can 
work" (John 9:4). 

It was the ninth inning, and New York was one run behind. 
The winning runs were on second and third. The great Lou 
Gehrig was at bat. The count was three balls and two strikes. 
The crowd was going wild. The pitcher wound up and fired 
a fast ball right down the middle of the plate. Strike three! 
yelled the ump. Very slowly, Lou turned and spoke to the 
umpire. The crowd went wild-no one had ever heard Lou 
Gehrig argue with an umpire. The reporters scrambled over 
the seats and onto the field swarming the umpire. "What did 
Lou Gehrig say to you?" they all wanted to know. Whatever 
it was would make headlines on the morning sports page. 
Smiling, the umpire called, "Lou, come over here. Tell the 
boys what you said to me when I called that third strike on 
you." Somewhat bewildered, Lou replied, "All I said was, 
Mister Ump, I would give ten dollars to have that one back." 
But it was too late. The ball had been pitched, the strike had 
been called, the game was over. That opportunity could never 
be called back again. 

Opportunities are like millstones, they may drown you 
or grind your corn. The reason we fail to take advantage of 
our opportunities may be that the doors of opportunity are 
marked "Push!" Maybe we are not willing to put forth the 
work required to turn opportunities into realities. Remember, 
greater opportunity is the reward of past accomplishm.ents. 

We are playing for "high stakes"-the souls of mankmd. A 
man may gain the whole world and Jose the only thing he 
possesses that is of real and lasting value. Jesus asked, "What 
can a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt. 16:26). James 
has well described us: "Now listen, you who say, 'Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.' Why, you do not even 
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are 
a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. In
stead, you ought to say, 'If it is the Lord's will, we will live 
and do this or that'" (James 4:13-15). We don't give God 
much consideration in our decisions. There are some mighty 
sad words in Jeremiah 8:20: "The harvest is past, the summer 
has ended, and we are not saved." 

Remember the "key word" is daily! Daily encouragement, 
daily fellowship, daily teaching, daily death to self, daily 
prayer and daily additions! The danger is great! The need is 

great! The urgency is great! 803 N. Winfree, Dayton, TX 77535 
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DENNIS CRAWFORD 

In 1939 the world was still sick from the sight of the blood 
spilled in W.W.I. However, a more sinister force seethed in 
Nazi Germany. The force was Adolf Hitler. For all his psy
chotic behavior he had an uncanny way with people. He said, 
"Fight." The Germans grabbed their weapons and asked, 
11Who?" Then he said, 11We have a jewish problem." With this 
word six million helpless men, women, and children were 
gassed and incinerated with all the ceremony of wasting un
wanted kittens. 

The free world finally smelled the death-house smoke and 
gasped in horror. Religious persons said, "It's in the Bible. 
Hitler is the man with the number 666. See, give the letters 
of his name numerical value, total them, and they equal 666. 
He's the anti-Christ-we know. Armageddon is tomorrow." 

Wrong. Even though the world rarely sees such an ex
quisitely ruthless man as Hitler, in 1945 his power died with 
him in a Berlin bunker. The Axis died, and Armageddon was 
called off. 

It was March 21, 1844. The disciples of William Miller were 
getting ready to meet Christ. After slipping into white robes, 
they climbed to the housetops and high hills to wait for the 
lord. Their hopes went down with the sun. Miller was wrong. 
They were all wrong. But Miller was not to be outdone. A new 
date for the return of the lord was set-Oct. 22, 1844. Wrong 
again. This day passed quietly and is known as the "great 
disappointment" among Adventists. 

Alexander Campbell, preacher, restorer and editor began 
publishing the Millennia/ Harbinger in 1930. The name of 
the paper hinted that Campbell believed the millennium 
would soon arrive. Campbell and many of the leaders of the 
American restoration movement of the 19th century saw the 
millennium as a time when "the nations of this world will all 
become kingdoms of our king." The millennium never 
showed. Our restoration brothers were wrong. 

In the city of Thessalonica, 51 A.D., some Christians had 
quit their jobs. Soon, they thought, the lord would return for 
them. They waited-so long that their jobless Jives became 
the devil's playground. In this context, Paul wrote an inspired 
Jetter saying, "We hear that some among you are leading an 
undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busy
bodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own 
bread" (2 Thess. 3:11, 12). Some of the Thessalonian Chris
tians expected Jesus to return quickly. Wrong. 

History shows that prophetic humility is hard to Jearn. In 

every century, the beasts of Daniel and Revelation have been 
hung around the necks of those in power at the time. 

The man 666 has been·· identified successively as Mu
hammed, Pope Benedict IX, the entire Roman Catholic 
Church, Martin luther, Napoleon, the Kaiser, Hitler, Mussolini, 
Franklin Roosevelt, the National Council of Churches, Henry 
Kissinger, and Anwar Sadat--to name a few. 

It does seem as if we'd Jearn a degree of fallibility from 
the past failures. But we're still embarrassingly sure of our
selves when we write our end-time tip sheets. 

We should be crushed with humility when we consider 
much of Israel overlooked the first coming. God had prepared 
Israel for his Son's appeara~e for at least 1200 years. Proph
ets told what he would be, liow he would be born, what time 
he would be born and where--exactly-he would be born. 
But with all their jotting and. tittling Israel was still prepared 
to shout, "Crucify." :; · 

But now we scoff at their mistakes and hurry on to make our 
own. Amillennial, post-millennial, and premillennial wind 
their way through their favorite scriptures and out comes the 
"one-true-way-and-time-the,;.lord-wlll-return." 

Forgive me. The last paragraphs may have made you un
comfortable. If so, you're probably uneasy with the whole idea 
of prophetic humility. I understand. If you're unhappy, you 
may want to re-prove your.Jfavorite end-time scenario. You 
may want to shout, "Prophetic humility is spineless." 

Fine. But after your strugg)e ~onsider this-a lot of people 
have been wrong. _.

1 .; 

1006 Robin Haven, Bentonvi~le, AR 72712 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of fresh, pure, un
leavened bread for communion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these -cartons to the large carton
all carefully sealed so it will ~p indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand •"ood supply at all times. Prices: 
large carton, each $3.00, plils ~1.50 postage and handling. 

FIRM FOUNDATI~·PUBLISHING HOUSE 
~. 

P. 0. Box 61 O,..Austin, Texas 78767 
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Justification by Faith 
T. PIERCE BROWN 

I just finished reading an excellent article in the january 18 
issue of Firm Foundation on "Salvation by Faith" by Raymond 
Kelcy. As most good articles should, it not only teaches truth, 
it creates a hunger for additional information, or inspires ad
ditional research into related matters. 

To most of us, ''salvation by faith" and lijustification by 
faith" are synonymous. In many contexts they may be, but I 
want to examine the idea of justification by faith in a way I 
have seldom seen done. 

In Romans 3:19ff, we find Paul stating that no flesh can be 
justified by the works of the law, but by a different system. 
When he speaks of the righteousness of God being manifested 
through the 1ifaith of jesus Christ" in verse 22, he is not refer
ring to our personal faith in Christ, but the system of faith 
which we call lithe gospel plan of salvation," spoken of in Jude 
3 and Galatians 3:23. Of course, justification through that 
system is only promised "unto them that believe," as the rest 
of verse 22 says. 

When Paul in chapter 4 introduces the example of Abraham 
being justified by faith, many persons apparently assume that 
Abraham was in a lost condition-out of fellowship with God 
up to that point, and that his belief in the promise of God 
secured his forgiveness or salvation! Surely this cannot be so 
if Genesis 12:1-7 and 13:'4 have any relevance! When we find 
james 2:25 telling us that Rahab the harlot was justified by 
works, are we to assume that she was a sinner until she hid the 
spies, and then God forgave her and saved her from sin be
cause of her works? Surely not! She illustrates that faith with
out works is dead, but any supposition that her good work re
moved her sin is unwarranted. 

The truth is that although the Bible plainly teaches that sal
vation from sin comes to an alien sinner ONLY through the 
merits of the blood of Christ when one properly demonstrates 
his faith in that blood by being buried by baptism into his 
death, and that he now stands justified, the term "justified" 
does not always mean "saved from sin." A cursory examina
tion of such passages as Matthew 11:19, Luke 7:29, 10:29, 
16:15 and 1 Timothy 3:16 will surely convince anyone who 
cares to find_ out that the basic idea of justification is lito de
clare right," in whatever context it is found. If a man is an 
alien sinner and we are discussing how he can stand in the 
right relationship with God, of course he has to have his sins 
forgiven to stand justified. 

In Genesis 15:6, when Abraham believed God and was 
justified (reckoned right), it had nothing to do with his being 
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lost-out of fellowship with God-before this, and then being 
saved by faith only, or even at the point of faith! When Abra
ham offered his son on the altar (Genesis 22) and was justified 
by works (James 2:21), it does not mean that Abraham was 
lost-as an alien sinner is lost-until he offered his son, and 
then was saved by his works. It does illustrate that we must 
have an obedient faith to please God. 

When God makes a statement of any truth, a man is justified 
in accepting that as true, though it may be difficult to believe. 
It is the right thing to do, and God reckons us to be doing right 
when we believe it. When God told Abraham that he would 
be the father of many nations, and Abraham believed him, al
though he considered his body as almost dead and the dead
ness of Sarah's womb (Rom. 4:28, 29), he was justified in that 
belief. But that had nothing to do with his being saved from 
sin at that point! 

If God never said for us to do anything, but simply made 
a statement for us to believe, we would be justified in believ
ing what he said. But when he said to DO something, whether 
it was to offer a son on an altar or take the Lord's supper on 
the first day of the week, no man can stand justified in his 
sight without doing it! 

When an alien sinner hears that God requires him to put 
his trust in jesus, he is justified (reckoned to have done the 
right thing) when he does that. But he is not yet in Christ, re
deemed by his blood, justified from sin! When he hears that 
he is required to repent, and he does that, it is reckoned unto 
him for righteousness, for he has done right. But he is not 
saved from sin at that point. When he is told to "Arise and be 
baptized and wash away thy sins" (Acts 22:16), there is no way 
he can be justified in God's sight without doing that. He must 
"obey from the heart that form of doctrine delivered unto him, 
being then made free from sin" (Rom. 6:17, 18). At each step 
he was justified in doing what he did, for it was the right thing 
for him to do, but only at this step was he "justified from all 
things from which he could not be justified by the law of 
Moses" and given remission of sins (Acts 13:38, 39). 

Let us remember, then, that when the context shows that it 
refers to an alien sinner standing in the right relationship with 
God, justification must involve the forgiveness of sin, for sin 
separates us from God. But when it is not in that context, it 
may be as if God were saying in the vernacular of the South, 
"I reckon you did just the right thing!" 

112 Lemont Lane, Rt. 3, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
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The New Testament Church (10) 
JERRY HARVILL 

PHILIPPI: THE JOYFUL CHURCH (2) 

The church at Philippi represents the first-fruit of Paul's 
~uropean mission, established during his second missionary 
JOUrney (c. A.D. 49). In the years that followed, that church 
supported Paul with gifts again and again (Phil. 4:16)-even 
when no one else gave support (4:15). As a result, a mutual 
bond. of affect.ion grew which went beyond anything Paul 
~xpenenced w1th other congregations (1 :8). This deep affec
tion cemented by trials shared together (Phil. 4:14) surfaces in 
the halcyon character of the Letter to the Philippians. Here is 
a love letter, at once personal, joyful, and theological, which 
communicates (1) information regarding the apostle's cir
cu~stances,. (~) a~fection for his faithful friends, (3) warning 
a~amst Juda1st1c d1stortions of the faith, and (4) exhortation to 
faithfulness and integrity in discipleship. 

Features 

It was previously pointed out that among the notable 
features of the Philippian church are the prominence of 
women, and their strong sense of group-solidarity. Two other 
features call for special notice, viz. their sharing-fellowship 
and their joy in Christ. ' 

Sharing 

A car:ful. reading ~f Phi~ippi~ns will confirm how strongly 
fellowship 1s emphasized m th1s letter. The familiar Koinon 
word-group is well represented (1 :5, 7; 2:1; 3:10; 4:14, 15) 
drawing explicit attention to the ''shared-ness" of life within 
the church at Philippi. These words derive from a root con
c~pt meaning things-shared-in-common and point to mutu
ality and commonality at Philippi. 

But even these key terms do not exhaust the fellowship 
emphasis in Philippians. For Paul employs no less than ten 
sun- compound words in this letter, each of which further ac
centuates the togetherness at Philippi (see 1:7, 27; 2:2, 25; 
3:10, 17, 21; 4:3, 14). The Greek preposition sun means "to
gether with," and when prefixed to a word, focuses attention 
upon the sh~redness of the activity. Therefore, we many count 
at le~st 12 d1fferen~ "fellowship" terms in this brief letter, sug
gestmg Paul has v1rtually ransacked his vocabulary to do jus
tice to the sharing-fellowship he knew at Philippi. 

They shared everything. Their fellowship meant sharing (1) 

money/resources (Phil. 4:15), (2) the gospel (1 :5), (3) the Holy 
Spirit (2:1), (4) Christ's death (3:1 0), (5) Christ's glory (3:21), 
(6) pressure and conflict (4:14), (7) work (2:25; 4:3), (8) grace 
(1 :7), (9) themselves '(3:17), and even (10) their souls (2:2). 
~ellowship was no part-time hobby at Philippi; it was a way of 
l1fe. 
. It should ~e ~lear that such authentic, thorough-going shar
mg-fellowshlp 1s badly needed in the church today. Instead, 
we tend to substitute week-end, part-time Christianity, and 
even then grudge sharing more than one hour at a time with 
our spiritual family. The hard truth is, such modern substitu
tion is more a word-game than a biblical reality. When in 
deed and in fact our fellowship is "of grace" (1 :7) and not 
merely human; when it is for the purpose of the advancement 
of th.e gospel (1 :5), rather than mere socializing; when it is ex
ceptional (4:15), and spontaneous (2 Cor. 8:2, 3), and generous 
(2 Cor. 8:3); and when it is not merely a fleeting impulse but a 
lasting principle (Phil. 1 :5); when our modern fellowship is 
that kind of Philippian sharing-together-in-Christ, then we are 
restoring the New Testament church as God designed it. Any
thing less calls for God's grace and our prayers and action. 

Joy 
A lovely concomitant to the Philippians' life of mutual shar

ing was their joy in Christ. Their joy was "in the Lord" (3:1; 
4:4), and in relation to each other (d. 1 :25-26; 2:2; 2:17, 18). 
Even in sufering there was joy (2:17, 18). The outcome of such 
exemplary gladness was that they "(shone) as lights in the 
world" in the midst of a twisted and perverted generation 
(2:15). Authentic joy, like true fellowship, stands out. When 
God's people are one, their joy is full. 

Conclusion 
Therefore, we may say that at Philippi there were a number 

of laudable features which we need in the church today. Their 
appreciation for, and encouragement of, women is a valuable 
model. Their strong group-solidarity is a needed corrective 
against modern extreme individualism. Finally, their thorough
going sharing-fellowship and its accompanying joy in the lord 
expose the shallowness of modern substitutes, and call us back 
to the realities of the New Testament church. 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 
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The Challenge of Excellence STEVE YATES 

There is a penetrating word to today's 
Christian in Paul's Colossian letter. 

Whatever your task, work heartily, 
as serving the lord and not men, 
knowing that from the lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your reward; 
you are serving the lord Christ (Col. 
3:23, 24 RSV). 

The very character of Paul himself 
came ringing through those words. In the 
same letter he said, "Whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the lord jesus .... " 

If Paul had lived today some might 
have labeled him an "over-achiever" or 
a 11Type-A" personality. Paul urged 
people to excel and he demanded it of 
himself (d. Phil. 3:12-14). 

Excellence is a word that strikes fear in 
the hearts of those who are faithful mem
bers of the ''cult of mediocrity." Doing 
your very best; serving above and beyond 
the call of duty; top performance-all 
these phrases describe the challenge of 
excellence. 

Perhaps more than any need that I am 
aware of presently is the need to pursue 
excellence. 

In a conversation recently an executive 
of one of the 11big three" automakers in 
America said, "Until at the grass-roots 
level there is a decision, a very personal 
decision, to want and pursue the highest 
conceivable excellence-the American 
automobile will suffer on an open-world 
market. When people drive an excellent 
vehicle-they will become loyal buyers." 

The president of a teacher's union re
cently challenged today's teachers to a 
"personal commitment to excellence in 
their profession." 

Author john Gardner in Excellence 
said, "Our society cannot achieve great
ness unless individuals at many levels of 
ability accept the need for high standards 
within the limits possible for them ... If 
the man in the street says, 'Those fellows 
at the top have to be good, but I'm just 
a slob and can act like one'-then our 
days of greatness are behind us." 

It is clear that there is an awareness 
and appreciation for excellence-but all 
too often the appreciation is only as a 
non-participant. 

I am convinced that at the heart of the 
church's most basic need is a multi-level 
decision to pursue excellence. We need 
excellent elders and excellent ministers 
and excellent deacons and excellent 
teachers- every gift of ministry in God's 
church should be administered with ef
fectiveness and creativity. The tone and 
fiber of the church depends heavily upon 
a pervasive and almost universial striving 
for good perforamnce. 

Whatever the church undertakes as a 
worthwhile endeavor should reflect an 
honest striving for the best. 

James B. Conant put it this way, 11Each 
honest calling, each walk of life, has its 
own elite, its own aristocracy based upon 
excellence of performance." 

President Reagan's "Blue Ribbon 
Panel" on Education Quality in America, 
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has subn:titted a sobering report. Our 
schoo_ls, hke many of our institutions, are 
suffermg from the pain of low pay and 
severe criticism, but even so a renewal 
of the high standards of excellence is in 
order. 

literally half the conversations, discus
sions, and vital needs mentioned on a 
day-to-day basis in the life of the church 
are concerned with poor quality per
formance. 

The pursuit of excellence in teaching 
in the average Bible school is a common 
area of concern. The average church 
needs to give more attention to quality 
planning for corporate worship. And, of 
course, there is a need for the restoration 
of excellence in preaching in particular. 
Being a preacher, I am sensitive to criti
cism about preaching, but my personal 

"Thy Will Be Done" 
Reflections on Prayer 

As Jesus viewed the imminent prospect 
of the cross, he went to a lonely garden 
to pray. In times of crucial situations, 
Jesus always went to pray. Three times 
in the garden of Gethsemane jesus 
prayed for an alternative answer to the 
problem. And three times he prayed that 
God's will be done. jesus' prayer in the 
garden was truly a struggle of faith. A 
faith which would submit to God's pur
poses. A faith which would ultimately 
accept God's plan. A faith which could 
give God the glory. A faith which could 
pray, "Thy will be done." 

Prayer is certainly an act of trust. We 
trust that God can help, so we pray. But 
too often we pray for the wrong things. 
Because of our love for the world, we 
spend our prayer-time attempting to sat
isfy our carnal lusts. Or as James put it: 
"You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions." Instead of "Thy will be done" 
we often pray, "My will be done." And 
often we pray such a prayer quite sin
cerely, thinking that our will must cer
tainly be the will of the Father. 

As we see in the prayer-life of Jesus, 
prayer is not the means by" which we get 
God to rubber-stamp his approval of our 
plans. Rather, prayer is our attempt to be 
included in the accomplishing of his will. 
When Jesus prayed, his ultimate concern 
was that "Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven." What a tremendous act of 
faith that is. When Jesus prayed, 11Thy 
will be done," it meant a cross. And 
when we get to the point in our lives 
when we can sincerely pray for the ac
complishment of God's will, it will also 
mean a cross for us. 

To pray, moreover, is to change. Our 
lord's prayer at Gethsemane was one of 
submission to the Father's purposes. 
Jesus obviously did not view prayer as an 
opportunity to impose his plan on the 
Father. jesus simply submits. There is the 
struggle! The struggle to align his will 
with the will of the Father. 

How easy it is for this concept to be 

involvement does not blind me to the 
fact that far too many of our preachers 
spend too little time in preparation, in 
personal study, in developing creativity, 
and in presenting "fresh" lessons from 
the rich treasure of the Bible. At some 
point, we must admit that even 11 preach
ers" can suffer from the plague of me
diocrity. 

The most hazardous result of the loss 
of emphasis on excellence is spiritual 
retardation. Christians do not grow in an 
atmosphere where quality and excellence 
are low priorities. Evangelism suffers, of 
course; who wishes to share a "second
rate" lifestyle and who would be in
terested to claim it! 

There it is-a personal appeal-not in
tended to be harsh or censorious-but an 
encouragement to pursue excellence in 
the name of Jesus, who was the clearest 
example of excellence in human history. 
1801 Shiloh Road, Tyler, TX 75703 

DAVID L. HALL, JR. 

turned inside-out! How often we ap
proach God in prayer much the same 
way as the Pharisee paraded up the steps 
of the temple in luke 18:9-14. We are 
proud of our accomplishments, our 
clearly-evident spirituality, our ability to 
completely know and do God's will. How 
we need the vision of the publican who 
simply threw himself down at the mercy 
of the Father. The more we think we have 
all the answers, the less willing we are to 
seek the will of the one who truly knows 
all. Thus, our prayers can become exer
cises in salesmanship rather than sub
mission. We seek to change rather than 
be changed. Yes, even Jesus had another 
idea-"let this cup pass from me"-but 
ultimately his prayer was that the will of 
his Father be done and jesus had the 
courage to seek and submit to his will. 

Since our lives are to be lived solely 
for God's glory, it seems safe to assume 
that our prayers should be to his glory 
as well. How convicting a few moments 
of meditation on prayer can be! We 
spend too much time trying to remind 
God of our own goals rather than seek
ing his own higher purpose for our lives. 
Our prayers can become so self-centered, 
so self-oriented. Genuine prayer is the 
vehicle by which we are driven back to 
our original high and holy purpose. The 
prayers of Paul for the churches are so 
illuminating on this point. For example, 
notice his magnificent prayer for the 
church at Ephesus: 

For this reason I bow my knees be
fore. th~ Father, from whom every 
famtly m heaven and on earth is 
named, that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be 
str~':'g~hene~ with might through his 
Sptrtt m the mner man, and that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may have power to compre
hend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasses knowledge, that you 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Tips for Teachers 
LEONAflD MULLENS 

Poor mental and. emotional health reflects 

Educational Weaknesses and Errors 
JAMES A. JONES 

Just How Realistic is Christianity? 
If an individual were to apply the 

principles of Christ to himself and seri
ously try to live by them would he make 
for an emotionally and mentally healthy 
person? Do the teacher's and preacher's 
methods as well as his personality in
fluence the student toward emotional 
and mental health? Is Christianity really 
practical? I have been seriously wrestling 
with these questions for more than a 
decade. In trying to answer them I have 
looked hard and tried to be honest with 
myself regarding my attitudes, as well as 
my teaching and preaching methods. As 
I have had opportunity I have talked 
with many in various fields and studied 
in academic settings, congregational set
tings, individual and family counseling 
settings, and clinical settings. The more 
I have learned the more I am convinced 
that Christ and his philosophy will truly 
make an individual free and if consis
tently and adequately applied the per
son will have an abundant life. This is 
not to say that a faithful Christian cannot 
and will not have serious emotional 
problems. 

Basis for This Article 
This article has grown out of more 

than ten years of searching, but a par
ticular 15-month period (June 1970-
August 1971) has had a major influence 
on its having been written. Twelve of 
the 15 months were in an internship in 
Clinical Pastoral Education at Bryce Hos
pital, Tuscaloosa, Alabama (one of the 
state psychiatric hospitals), and the other 
three months were spent as a part-time 
staff chaplain at this hospital. 

This article focuses on patients at 
Bryce but I have learned the same les
sons from people in the community. The 
patients were members of the church of 
Christ with whom I counseled and their 
ages were from 16 to 60. 

There were many contributing factors 
as to why these patients were in the hos
pital. Among the significant causes for 
hospitalization were those mentioned in 
this article. 

This Is Not a Complimentary Article 
I do not like what I have written any 

more than you will like to read it. In 

James A. Jones presents some points 
that we will not find pleasing to us in all 
ways, but they provoke our thinking, and 
we thank him for ;them. It is to be re
gretted that we have no address for 
Brother Jones.-Leonard Mullens, Box 
828, ·Salado, TX 76571 

fact, writing this article was painful. As I 
wrote I vividly recalled some of the in
dividuals who have shared wtih me many 
things which led to their broken and 
painful lives. 

One reason we teachers and preach
ers will not like reading this article is 
that it says some things to us which we 
do not like to hear about ourselves and 
our teaching. Please understand that this 
article was not written to discourage 
anyone, but we do need to be aware that 
through verbal and nonverbal ways we 
can distort the gospel of Christ to such 
an extent that the communication will 
make for frustration and neurotic guilt 
which will contribute to the possible 
breakdown of the student. 

How the Patients "Saw" their 
Teachers and Ministers 

The following is a summary of how 
the patients "saw" the teachers and min
isters who significantly influenced them. 
It is true that these patients could have 
had the wrong impressions of their 
teachers and ministers and perhaps mis
interpreted them. The purpose is not to 
argue whether the patients' perceptions 
were correct. The point is, this is how 
they saw the significant teachers and 
ministers in their experiences. A few 
quotations are given for illustration pur
poses. The patients expressed that they 
saw their teachers and ministers as: 

1. Being insensitive to their fears, 
guilts, doubts, frustrations, anxieties, 
depressions, and griefs. 

2. Cold and aloof-lacking in warmth 
and compassion. "He always kept his 
distance." "I never could get close to 
him." 

3. Condemning-"His lessons and ser
mons were almost always negative and 
condemning." "About all we ever did in 
class was defend ourselves and talk 
about others." 

4. Rigid-"1 was afraid and embar
rassed to question him, much less dis
agree with him." 

5. Distrustful-"! never felt I could 
trust him with my problems." 

6. Manipulators-"! was afraid he 
would use what I would say against me." 
"I felt like he was just trying to get 
something out of me." 

7. Lacking in understanding-"He just 
did not seem like he would understand." 
"I could tell by what went on in class 
that he did not understand." 

8. Talking too much-"He would not 
listen." 

9. Giving short, superficial answers
"AII you need to do is pray about this 

and get back in services." "You just need 
to be baptized." "What you really need 
is more faith." 

10. Playing God-" He is not human." 
"You get the feeling that he never has 
any problems." 
Some of the Patients' Religious Problems 

A number of these patients had the 
false idea that sexual feelings and 
thoughts were sinful. They had been 
taught that it is as bad to think a thing as 
it is to practice it. Since they frequently 
had sexual thoughts and feelings they 
felt already condemned and they might 
as well act on them. Naturally, these 
false ideas created much neurotic and 
realistic guilt, and a number of other 
serious problems developed as a direct 
result. 

Every one of these patients had a mis
conception of anger. They felt that anger 
was sinful. This erroneous idea caused 
guilt, depression, anxiety, and other 
complications. Not one of the patients 
had learned how to recognize (unless 
they exploded), accept, and responsi
bly handle his or her anger. 

Forgiveness was a real problem for 
~ach patient. As a result of the attitudes 
of their teachers and preachers (as well 
as others) and the types of lessons and 
sermons they had heard, these patients 
were unable to forgive themselves. Of 
course, they felt God could not forgive 
them. 

Prayer was seen as an "intellectual 
ritual." Just close your eyes and say the 
right words! Several said to me, "If you 
will just pray for me, everything will be 
all right." 

These patients felt that Christianity 
was composed of going to services and 
hearing the preacher and/or teacher, 
perhaps memorizing a few verses. It be
came obvious that they had never really 
applied the gospel of Christ adequately 
and consistently to their lives 24 hours 
a day seven days a week. 

Some of the patients felt that for one 
to admit that he had personal and/or 
family problems meant that he was not a 
"good Christian" for good Christians do 
not have problems. Related to this was 
the false idea that a Christian cannot be 
really open and honest, he must learn 
how to cover up and hide. They felt that 
Christians cannot really accept another 
Christian if they really know how he 
feels and what he thinks. 

Another problem several of the pa
tients had was that of divorce and re
marriage. They felt like they had been 
preached at but not helped. 

Every one of the patients felt that it 
was wrong to question or doubt. Yet, at 
the same time, they had questions and 
doubts. 

Religion Can Get Sick 
Religion can be a way of trying to 

escape from reality but Christianity is the 
dynamic and constructive approach to 
reality. May God help us as parents, 
teachers, and ministers to realize that 
religion can get sick and when it does, 
we have made a contribution to the 
illness. 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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11THY WILL BE DONE" 
(Continued from page 8) 

may be filled with all the fulness of 
God (Eph. 3:14-19 RSV). 

Praise and glory to God run rampant as 
Paul prays for the higher purposes to be 
realized in the lives of the Ephesian 
Christians. How we cheat ourselves when 
we are concerned in prayer with mere 
human ambition. We have been called to 
participate in a divine work. To bring 
glory to God, his will must be done. 
Thus, when in the Garden of Gethsemane 
Jesus prayed, "Thy will be done," He _was 
saying in the most eloquent way poss1ble, 
"To God be the glory!" 
5806 Cedardale, Austin, TX 787 45 

O'HAIR AND THE FCC, AGAIN 
Here we go again! Today the protest 

and form letters reappeared on my desk. 
Someone found out about a 197 4 petition 
to the FCC on the subject of educational 
broadcasting which might have affected 
religious programs. The petition had 
been routinely designated as RM-2493, 
reviewed, and ultimately denied on Au
gust 1, 1975. During the seven years fol
rowing these events the agency received 
more than thirteen million pieces of mail 
on this subject. 

In spite of all this, someone's 1983 dis
covery of old events and rumors has led 
to a new response from frightened pro
ponents of religious broadcasting. An in
formation sheet including a protest form 
letter has been reproduced and is now 
circulating. This information sheet iden-

tifies petition #2493 as posing an omi
nous present threat and requests a mil
lion protest letters. A simple phone call 
to the radio and TV programming com
plaints department at the FCC reveals 
that no such petition is being considered 
in 1983. Misinformed over-reaction is 
tragic. 

In February 1982 an average of 11,000 
letters a week was received · by the FCC 
about RM-2493-six and a half years after 
this petition was denied. 

James' New Testament advice is still 
good. Let us be "swift to hear, slow to 
speak, and slow to wrath." When we dis
cover a protest like this, let us first, con
sider the source. Unsigned "fact sheets" 
should be carefully investigated. We 
should search for the origin of the in
formation to see how accurate it is. Only 
after careful investigation and considera
tion should we act. 

Surely, we can think of something bet
ter to do with $200,000 than spend it on 
unnecessary postage bothering FCC of
ficials-Rolland W. Pack, 4005 Beach
craft Ct., Temple Hills, MD 20748 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Box 399 (Beamsville) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1 BO 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presents 

A four-year language. culture and Dible training program to prepare 
young merYand women for Slavic evangelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

Contact 

J. Riel~ Pinczul~. Director 
Great Lal~es Christian College 

Depr. of Slavic Languages 
P. O.Oox .3QQ, [)eamsville 

Onrario. Canada LOI\ 1 13 0 
Phone(416) 56.3-7641 or(416) 56.3·5.374 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 305/636-7671 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Mrnrslty works wrth fartnlul congregatrons of tne 
cnurc:hes of Chrrst wllose members on mrhtary rnstallatrons 
worldwide are wartrng to r:erp your loved ones - as they ha•e 
helped woth the sporotual and physrcal needs of thousands of 
others dunng tile past lrve years Thos sen.rce rs tree! 

Send "'ame. complete address. pllone and mrhtary rnstallatron. 
and sporotual condotron, of known &tong wrth your name and ad· 
dress to: 

fn,tn· • ." WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
rr.~· .;' CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 (( 

AMEN 

West Monroe, Louosiana 71291 

Americau MIUtary EvcmgellziDg Nations 

COME WITH US 
Literary England 

July 5, 1983 

Holy Land 
September 2, 1983 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683·1678 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 
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INDIA-20 YEARS-
2,000 SMAll CHURCHES 

On April 25, 1963, j. C. Bailey landed 
in India, and his wife Myrlle came short
ly afterward. They found three small 
congregations to taling about 80 mem
bers. Their abundant labors in a field 
that proved to be so ripe, and call ing 
others to come help w ith the harvest, 
set in motion a great evangelistic effort 
which continues to gain momentum. 
Other preachers from Canada, America, 
England and Australia have gone to help 
with the work during these 20 years. 
India's own preachers w ho have been 
converted to Christ have been the key 
to starting. many of the 2,084 churches 
of Christ now in their country. 

j . C. Bailey w ill be 80 years old in 
September. He has been in the hospital 
much of the time since his return from 
India in February, but is presently im
proving at home. His great love fo r the 
people of India, coupled with his tire
less effort in spreading the gospe l, has 
made him a great inspi ration to the 
Christians in India. The brethren te ll of 
his preaching three to five times daily 
fo r weeks, and o ften gelling no sleep 
except in the jeep as they drove all 
night, so as to carry the gospel to the 
most places. His great love for, and trust 
of, India's preachers caused him to trust 
some false brethren, and indeed at tim es 
to be " ... in peri l of fal se brethren." He 
wou ld lay down his life fo r them, and 
th ey would do the sa me for him. No 
man has been stronger than Brother 
Bailey in urging sound doctrine and 
godly living. Yet, his great love has per
mitted a patience w ith the new Chris
tians in a pagan society that has won 
their hearts, and caused many to want 
to grow in the l ikeness of Christ. 

The growth of the church in India has 
been phenomenal. Well over 200,000 
have been baptized. While the drop-out 
rate may have been higher in some of 
the early work, we bel ieve about 50% 
of those converted in recent yea rs re
main faithful. 

Over 500 denominational preachers 
have heard and embraced New Testa
ment Christianity. 104 preachers were 
baptized lastJear, and at least 20 have 
been baptize so far this year. At least 
40 such congregat io ns are carry ing on 
work in India, besides those who send 
help through the church at Raytown or 
Midland or o ther congregations. 

The church has been p lanted in 17 of 
India's 22 states, however there are only 

WANTED 

Business Education Teacher 

Master of Education 
Degree preferred 

For more information, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller 
Vice President for Academics 
York College, York, NE 68467 
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one or two congregations in some of 
them. Pray the Lord to send laborers 
into the harvest, lest multit udes of those 

w ho would hear shou ld die withou t the 
gospeL-Charles F. Scott, P.O. Box 100, 
Monteagle, TN 37356. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-0203 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administra tor 

Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Quali fied Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Info rmation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Otown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth). Te••s 76021, Phone: 817-282-39 11 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuit ion Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 526-7716 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1.000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 
~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 

a glassllke appearance. 
~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 
~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

firm foundAtion Publbhlng Hou•e P.O. !lox 6 10 Austin. Tt:KM 78767 
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1983 EUROPEAN LECTURESHIP 
PLANS COMPLETED 

The 1983 European Lectureship wil l 
be held August 3-7 in Strasbourg, France, 
according to Don Daughtry of Pa ris who 
is coordinato r of this year's program. 

The lectures will be held in five lan
guages: English, German, French, Italian 
and Spanish. Each message will be trans
slated into the other four languages for 
the benefit of all who attend. 

Lectures in English wi ll be delivered 
by Deter Alton, "Christ Our Faithful 
Friend," Tommy Coffey, "Christ the 
Man," Frans Spelter, "Christ Al l-Suffi
cient," Mladen j ohanovic, "Christ, King 
of Kings," ltalo Minestroni, "Christ Me
diator," M ike Dawidow, "Europe Needs 
Christ," and Y. Opsitch, "Christ our 
Salvation." 

Other European evangel ists wil l be 
speaking on similar subjects in each of 
the other languages. All speakers on this 
year's program are European evangel ists. 

A group from the U.S. will be attend
ing the lectureship, and will spend a 
week fo llowing the lectures touring Ger
many and Switzerland. In formation on 
expense of the lectureship and tour may 
be obtained from the Firm Foundation 
o r from Livingston Travel, 321 W. 
Church, Livingston, TX 77351, phone 
713/327-3111. 
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I want lo know more 
aboul lnlornatlonal Bibl e College 

__________ AG E _ 

_____ z••---- - -

GRUBBS FAMILY SEEKS SUPPORT 
FOR WORK IN WISCONSIN 

Curtis and Vicki Grubbs have a burning 
desire to return to Neenah, Wisconsin, to 
work with the conwegation there. Curtis 
will graduate from Preston Road School 
of Preaching August 7. The Grubbs were 
members in Neenah before coming to 
Preston Road. Curtis' purpose in coming 
to Preston Road was to prepare himself 
to effectively serve the Lord in the great 
mission field of the Northeast. 

There is presently a congregation of 10 
families in Neenah. Don McPherson, a 
graduate of Brown Trail is the preacher 
there. He beli eves that the Grubbs fam i
ly would be a great help to the church 

there in reaching the 250,000 lost souls 
in the area. The advantages of the 
Grubbs going there wou ld be: 

1. They are already familiar with the 
area, havin~ lived there for 3 years 
before commg to Preston Road. 

2. Curtis and Don can work together. 
They proved this during the time 
Curtis lived in Neenah. 

3. The ch urch in Neenah has confi
dence in Curtis, having supported 
him during the two years he was in 
school. 

The Grubbs say " Here we are; send 
us!" Jimmy Wood, Preston Road School 
of Preaching. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Perso·nal Workers, 
Elders mzd Deacom 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

WE OFFER: 
* B.A. De gree in Bible *Emphas is o n Eva nge lism 

* High Academic Standards 

* Credit Transferable *Financial Aid Programs 

* Programs For Both Men & Women 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to acc:ommoda.te congregations 

a.dvertiaing meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245·6202. ' 
FOR RENT to reliable fam: 6 rm (3 br); 2 bath home 
on ACU "Hill," Abilene. (915) 673-6471 (Mr. Hutchins' 
off.) or (915) 672-2782. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST AT DELTA, CO in need of full
time preacher, age 25 to 55. For more information 
contact Jack Billington, 1491 Hiway 50, Space 35, Delta, 
f7~}~oV6. Phone 303-874-3961 or Mike Phillips 303-

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL' STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evang~lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAl\1, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY .AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Rond 

Pleasanton, California 94500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

NOW WORSHIP ON ISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) 822-1960 or Clarence May, 
~:7~~h of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
En~rlewof')d Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. EvanJtellst 
DENVER, COLORADO 80228 

J,A.KEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 

Tete.: 988-1024 
See Yellow Pages For Service Times 

Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring child 
care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene
fits. If interested. rontact Steve BerJtman, Execu
tive Director, at P.O. Box 597, Vacaville, CA 95688, 
or rnll 707/448-3557 ." · 
Attention: Christian Social· Worker with Masters Degree 
in Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Te.'Cas 79604. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
VU!tiA. ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. ·344-3760 
. Retirement Approachlngl 

Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 

A.LA.SKA. ....; .ANOHORAGE OHURCH OF 
OHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. W111 contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Morgan Ave., 
u.s. 480 East Opposite K-Mart. Offlee 4'1'1-
52"11. Dobby Wade. Min. 4'10-4056. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ Is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 
and experienced in pulpit and personal work. Counsel
ing experience desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN 55901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher witti outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near bv but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only if you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
in Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work in the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wt>d. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
~ontact Earl Woodard, 1S12 West Main Street, Shelby
VIlle, Kv. 40065 502-633-5171. 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive .special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
The !=hurch of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
openmg for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~~~~~~~s Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

WANTED-Minister to work with small congregation 
~~8~4~1 /exas. Contact Solon Milton, 214-568-4363 or 

For sale-24 solid oak pews, antique design, massive 
carv~d ends, medium dark. finish, 9 to 12 feet long, 
two-mch good foam cush1ons. 20 solid oak pews 
slightly curved, graduated lengths 7 to 12 feet, smooth 
ends, medium light finish. Closed communion table 
matching pulpit, light oak, solidly built. All abov~ 
items in good condition. Church of Christ, Bx 278 
Chillicothe, Texas 79225 817-852-5286 or 852-5270. ' 

Evangelist Needed 
Growing congregation of 100+ in need of a second 
minister. Mid-Wisconsin college town. Very active 
ca!llpus work with a vision of training men in the 
mm1stry to go out. Send resumes to: Dr. Les Lamoureux 
3010 94th Str. So., Wis. Rapids, Wis. 54494. ' 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

WANTED 
Older minister· who would like to supplement your 
retirement income. Call 1·(51S)·236-4975, Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 227, Grinnell, lA 50112. 
EXPERIENCED middle-aged gospel preacher available 
after June 12, 1983. Enjoys personal work. Current ref
erences and resume furnished on request. Contact 
Leonard Watts, P.O. Box 576, Deltona, Florida 32728· 
0576 or call 305-574-1712. 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR an experienced, successful 
personal worker to lead congregation in saving lost 
soulsl Can preach when needed. Excellent references. 
Call (512) 544-2995. 
EVANGELIST NE~ED=m=--: --:M-:-at~u-re-,--ze_a...,.lo_u_s-...,.in-d""i,_v.,..id.,..u-.al 
wanted to work with active growing congregation with 
programs in busing, personal work, radio and news
paper. Desire self-motivator with strong commitment to 
evangelism, personal work and pulpit preaching. Send 
resume and references to R. L. Prior, RFD No. 2, Box 
108, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463-1817 or 
402/462-4745. 
PREACHER WANTED: Small congregation (75 member) 
in Rison, Ar. Please contact Russ Johnston, P.O. Box 
412, Rison, Ar. 71665, phone 325-7309; Don Hockett, 
phone 325·6960. 

PHOENIX, AZ: Established medium-size congregation 
seeks experienced ASSOCIATE MINISTER to assist with 
gro~vth challenge. Emphasis will be on personal evan
gelism and outreach, plus youth activities, programs for 
senior citizens, training and coordination. Must be 
effective in inter-personal relations wth all age groups. 
Excellent working conditions and facilities. 
Qualified/committed candidates apply by 7/20/83 with 
resume, reference contacts and family photo to: Elders 
Search Committee, Camelback Church of Christ, 5225 
E. Camelback Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85018 (602) 840-2661. 
WE ARE IN NEED OF A CERTIFIED TEACHER to teach 
6th and 7th grade, plus work in Physical Education. 
Call Joe Hunnicutt (305) 842-0836 or write 1111Yz 36th 
St., West Palm Beach, FL 33407. 

INVESTIGA. TEl Th . .:..e;..;...~F-I_rm ____ F_o_u_n_d_atlon 
trlea to sereen advertllllng, nnd will not 
knowingly tnke questionable advertising. 
But It Ia the reader's responsibility to In
vestigate. Like any other paper, we some
times unwittingly ron an unworthy ad. 
As the old sa)'lng goes, before you Invest. 
lnvestlarate I 

SECOND ANNUAL DENTON 
LECTURES PLANNED 

The Pearl St. church in Denton, Texas 
will host its sescond major annual lec
tureship Nov. 13-17, 1983. The Second 
Annual Denton lectures will be devoted 
to a study of the epistle to the Hebrews. 
A wide variety of material will be cov
ered by 37 speakers. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Call or Write 
404-245-7675 XUM~ 

BRAND® 

P. 0. Box482 
Royston,GA 
30662 

HIGH ENERGY -LOW NOISE 
Quality Voice Tape- 5 Screw- SHIPPING/HANDLING 

C-60 
25·99 100-199 200-499 500-999 1000-4999 

.49 .47 .45 .42 .39 

Tapes Only 
25-199 Add 15% 
200-499 Add 10% 

C-90 .65 .61 .56 .54 .52 500-999 Add 71/:t% 
I 000-or more Add 5% 

HARD PLASTIC BOXES - FINEST QUALITY -HINGED SAVE! 
Cases@ 
10 cents 
when 
ordered 

1 Doz. 2Doz. 3Doz. 4 Doz. Each Additional Dozen 
$1.75 $3.00 $4.25 $5.15 Add 90 Cents 

Add Add Add Add (5 Dozen Or More) 
$.96 $1.12 $1.25 $1.50 Add 15% with Tapes i 

IPA YMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDERI c~?n. ~ 
... , ............. -.---.-, ...... ,..,. ....... -.-...... , .... , •• _. ______________ , ________ .r ____________ _,_.,_._,_._._._._._ •••• •Jt 
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1\!Iatthew, Mark, 
Luke,and John 

are training Jo·r relationship. 

Acts ~ zuhathappens 

when Christians 
are trained for relationshijJ. 

Isn't it about time 
we got back to our training? 

The outstanding new film e rie with Landon Saunders, 
The Heart of the Fighter, 

is training for courageous relationships in a dangerous world. 

It goes to the Heart of our lives. 
Kelationships a rc the source oft i.e 
greatest human pain. To fa il to know 
how to handle the pain is LObe forced 
to give up on the people you love and 
on your elf. I t :~ time to make our 
relationships joyfu l and exciting. 

It goes to the Heart of his life. 
THEHEARTOF 

Training Christians to have joyful 
relationships through a one-two
three-punch approach 

The !-hart ofthr Fighter i a training 
program fo r C hristia ns. which llt into 
the cducmiona l program or a local 
congregatio n . 
One: Twelve Films 

Id eally, the e mire cong regation J esus trained his disciples w fight fo r 
people. He tra in ed the m to go beyond 
socia l re lationships tO red emptive re la

THE fl GHTER would view each lllm_during th~ mid-
week or Sunday cvcnmg gath enn g. 

tio nships. The Heart of tlte Fighter is a bou t retur111ng to 

his approach fo r living jorfulli\"CS no maner what. 
Relatio nships a re th e key to the grcmc t huma n 
adventure . It's t ime fo r that ad venture LO begin aga in. 

It goes to the Heart of the problem. People arc 
goin g LO chu rch , going through the nwtiom but 
missing the tra in ing in la rge numbe rs. We got the 
bel ief system but we d idn't always get the life. As a 
result when we contact the real world . we wash out. It's 
time to build o ur li ves on the m ck of the great com
mandments. 

Lando n Saunde rs brings vital expe rience to this film 
series from h is very e ffective wo rk in building relatio nshi ps 
to people in the marketplace th rough hi~ work wi th 
1-1 rarlbNII. 

La ndo n 's work with /lrartbeal is a pan of Herald of Truth 
Radio and Televisio n. 

Act now for your free information packet o11 lhe Hearl oft he 
Fighter ... complete and return coupo11 below! 

The Heart oft.hc Fight er • 7fHO 1.13.J Freeway. Stc . 720 • 
Dallas. T X 7525 1 • 214-3H5-05o2 

Dear Lando n. Please send me a tOLa l informatio11 packe t o n 
"111e Heart oflht' Figh/1'1: 

Con tat 1 Pcr~o11 

r\dd ocss 

Ci11' l.ip Pl w ru: c 
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.. , am rea lly impressed with the techn ica l quality or 
the films, but I'm more impressed and touched by the 
content in the messages. 'vVe've bee n needing this for 
a lo ng time:· Edurational J\l ini.1ter 
Broadwa_)' Church o{Chri.1t. Lubbork. Texa.1 
Two: Twelve Teaching Letters 

In addition to the films. an inno\'ati,•e a nd appealing 
primed piece is provided with each 111m in the form 
of a le tter from Landon aund crs. T hey integrate the 
persona l with the Biblical. pre paring viewer to get the 
most out of each lilrn and discussion ex pe r ience. 

"We like the response of the people to the message. 
T he lcuc r a nd the Key Biblical Concept heet add a 
new dimensio n that some film series do not have:· 
J:'ducational Minister 
GolfCour.~e Road Clturrh o( Chrisl. Midland. Tt>xas 
Three: Twelve Classroom Interactions 

Class or small gro ttp discussion based on the 
mate rial a rc uggested. 

These critical inte ractions arc based o n the ll lms. the 
letters a nd th e group Key Biblical Concepts. as wel l as 
the specia l mate ria ls provided for the group leade r in 
the Leade r's Planning Guide . 

The Lead er's Planning Guide is a ma nual that will 
help ex pla in how to get the maximum impact from th e 
traini ng p rog ram with your congregation . 

'The Heart of the Fighte r i:. a refreshing a nd stimu
lating restate me nt of old truth s ... a Biblical ap proach 
combining u p-to-date techniques with exper ime nta l 
learning.·· Elder Lakt• Highland.\ Church cfChri:>t, 
Dalla.1, Tr•:w.\ 
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ANOTHER MISSION TEAM IS READY TO GO. This time Sal
vador, Brazil will receive the new team. Five men pictured 
here together with their families are ready to leave for the 
field . Five years of preparation are behind the m in Sunset and 
Abilene. They will plant the church in a city o f 2,000,000 
people. Pictured are (I to r) Charles Gorman, Ray Hull, Ron 
Botrager, Charlie McKinney and Tim Brumfield. 

Austin, Texas, July 5, 1983 
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Small Is Beautiful 

We have started over. 40,000 congregations of the 
church in the last 150 years. Most of them reached a 
size of 20 .. 150 members, then stood still for a few years 
and afterward withered away and either died or were 
merged out of existence. This Is a patt0rn too seneral to 
be Ignored. There are reasons for it that could, we be
lieve, be corrected, 

After we have adjusted for better transportation, rural 
flight .and population shift, we fitill have the pattern. We 
would propose a few &uggestions for consider~tionf In 
the first place, we have the mistaken notion that bigness 

. Indicate& strength. The strength of th~ church has always 
been In small congregations, Leadership develops in 
small congregations, The challenge to grow is greatest 
in sm~\11 congregations, Let ten small congregations be!! 
come one large. congregation and it furnishes .a perfe~t 
place to hide in anonymity from personal responsibrlity. 

In· over 3Q years of watching the trend we note that the 
Uttle churches show the most concern about the doc~ 
i~inaJ content of their Bible school literature, The little 
·churches make up the clubs of S\Jbsc.ribers to the Firm 
foundatiory.The little churches send their YO\.Ing people 
to the Foundation School of Music. The little chur<=hes 
seem to be the ones in whh;:h the people all know each 
other and care about each other. 

We do .net doubt at ~II fhat big churches htlve their 
advantage~. They hav~ their big progr~!lls, their family 
.~enters and their varigy§ paid ministersf There is excite
ment and enthusiasm there. lheFe are lots of young 
people and more of a hi~h=(;hurch atmosphere. We fe~l 
that we need both kinds, but today we want to champion 
th~ ~a~se gf the little chur<:h, 

·. We c~n i\ppreciate the point of the pe,rson who ~ays, 
''I like a smaJ.I chyn:h/' It definitely has it$ advantases. It 
is ou~ wher~ th@ people are. It has a cause to prQmote. 
Every HttJe chur~h should want to grgw into a large. one. 
Rut mq~t of thern will not, as our ~lli$tgry h~s proven. If 
6m.all churches would give. more attention tg a deQply 
spiritual worship §ervice and a ~rea.ter portion of time to 
individu~l _gvanse.lism we believe they could attrac;t 
pt!ople whg, fQr the. most p~rt, live in a spiritLJal vaC.uum, 

Wherever the (:hur<:h is doing prar;tic;;:ally nothing to 
convert the world, and is critid~ing and drawing lines 
against those who are, we might just as well lock the 
door and throw away the key. God won't let it prosper. 
I have a right to criticize the evangelistic methods of 
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others only after my own efforts have outstripped theirs 
and proven their superior quality, Nothing we are doing 
in our elegant plush meeting houses is worth a dime if 
we have quit saving souls. · 

The thing that would draw a non·Chrlstian away from 
his Sunday pleasures to a worship service is a desire for 
a clo~e, per&on•to .. person·ness with other beautiful 
people. That can hardly be accomplished in a multitude. 
large congregations have found that they have to break 
their throngs up into little "fellowship groups," "Bible 
studies," usecret Sister programs" and 11Zone groups" In 
order to get what they know they do not get from min
gling in a matJslve church service. 

The people who came to church and went away say
Ing, "That is a Gold church; no one spoke to me," went to 
a largQ church service, If you are looking for warm fel· · 
lows hip and personal support, go to a small congregation 
that hi trying to grow, 

With real estate. and building costs skyrocketing, and 
with our knowledge that we have to break up a large 
group into ''fellowship groups'' of 30 or 40, it could Just 
be that we need to start about 100,000 small neighbor
hood congregation5, and do the work and worship our
$@lves to save the cost of ua staff." If we really did 
that, our growth figures would probably increase sen
sationally. 

Th_e only reason for a congregational gathering seems 
to be for fellowship. If we can't fellowship more than 30 
or 40 people, then why do we perpetuate a system in 
which fellowship cannot exist? We ·seem to be support
ing, managing and being a corporation rather than a 
fellowship. If ~ sea of people is what we want, we can 
find that at the fair and in the market place. If fellowship 
is what we crave, we find that in much smaller groups. 

Why do most Gongregations have a ladies' Bible class? 
Is it becau~e the ladles need more _Bible study than 
others? li it not that they find a close fellowship in that 
environment that they do not find in the whole congre· 
gation? The @Xistente of every small group within a large 
<:on;regation argue~ the vaJue of the small congregation. 
ff the lar~er churc~es intend to grow larger they will do It 
by organi~ing the youth, the singles, the ladies, t~e elder
ly within the congregation, If that be true, 100,000 small 
c;ongregatio.nB might be better than a few huge ones. 
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On Being Faithful to Our Mission 
DAVID HEITMAN 

Perhaps no better description of the minister's work is given 
in the Bible than in Ezra 7:10: "For Ezra had set his heart to 
study the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach the 
statutes and ordinances in Israel." Ezra was a man of God's 
word in every sense of that term. He studied it. He lived it. He 
taught it. We too-whether full-time, paid ministers or em
ployed in any other walk of life-must study, do, and teach. A 
lost world awaits us. 

In the church there are many important works, but none 
more important. than evangelizing the unsaved. In fact, all 
other works ought to support the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. This was true of jesus' ministry and it should be 
true of ours. Our Savior's good works and miracles were more 
than simple philanthropy. While certainly his deeds over
flowed with mercy and compassion, they were equally charged 
with the power and purpose of creating faith in t~e hearts of 
the lost. To view jesus merely as a sentimentalist with a com
pulsion to "do good" is a misconception far wider of the 
mark than portraits of a blue-eyed, soft-skinned Messiah. 

Instead, Jesus came to "seek and save the lost." If that was 
the aim of his glorious life, if must become the aim of our 
lives. If we do not have that purpose, we are not really one 
with Christ. "He who is not with me is against me," jesus said, 
"and he who does not gather with me scatters." Unless we are 
actively and deliberately sharing our faith with non-Christians, 
we shall in Gamaliel's words, "even be found opposing God!" 
In the spiritual battle that wages about us, neutrality is enmity 
with God. Inaction is sin. 

In any given ·week, the readership of this publication en· 
counters literally tens of thousands of lost souls, bourid for an 
eternal hell. With how rnany of them do we share the gospel? 
Have we let fear and pride keep us from inviting people to 
church or to study the Bible with us? The worst enemy of 
God's kingdom is not denominationalism-it is the apathy of 
Christians. In addition to being lovers of truth, we must also be 
lovers of men's souls who are without that truth. 

Do we really love our neighbors? Are we talking to them 
about that which they most desperately need to hear? How 
about the people who live in our neighborhoods and apart· 
ment complexes? Have we labored to introduce them to 
Jesus? And what about those men and women and families 
who we know are estranged from God whom we meet at 
work, community organizations, stores, etc.? 

This great mission then is the work of every member of the 
congregation, not just the preachers! Ephesians 4:11, 12 tells 
us the minister's main purpose Is to equip .the rest of the 
church's members to be evangelistic and upbuildin.g. Bu.t the 
reason most ministers are not successful in doing that is that 
they are. not evangeli~tic themselves. Unless a preacher Js 
quite a hypocrite, he will not challenge his congregatio_n to.do 
what he is not doing. That is what made E~ra so great •. He 
studied the word of God and did what it said. That is· why he 
could have such confidence to lead and correct the people so 
boldly. · 

Our brotherhood has a rich heritage and ~ longstanding 
foundation on the truth of God's word. But if we fall to let 
such blessings bear the fruit of winning lost souls to Jesus, it is 
all in vain. The only things in -life that are of -.supreme im .. 
portance are those things which will last forever-for cars, 
houses, careers, even chu'rch buildings will all pass away,....;but 
the soul God has given to every ·man and woman will spend an 
eternity somewhere. Are we willing to spend a Jifetl~e: mak
ing a difference where some of them will go 1 

This task of reaching the lost world seems insurmountable 
at times, but jesus promised us he would be with us ur.-tif the 
end of the age. We are never alone when we share Christ with 
others-he Is always there with us. In fact, ·it would be rude 
not to introduce him! The real questi~n Is whether W@ tare or 
not about lost souls going to hell, · 

The apostle ·Paul put it this way: "But' 1. do not aecouht my 
life of ariy value nor as precious to myself, if.only- J 'may ~u: .. 
complish my course and the ministry whleh. I received from 
the Lord jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of Ood.'.' If 
we will take on that a~ltude and be willing to learn how· to be 
evangelistic; if we will be willing to ·m·ake some ·mistake~ and 
even appear foolish at times; If we wiJJ value the lialvatlon pf 
one lost soul above ~II personal comfort, popularity,· and· rec. .. 
reation, then we wJJI see true restoration of the New T~stament 
church and a world won for Christ. We mu&t begfn toc,hty, 
leaving past defeats and disc;ourag~ments behind, bt~ainnfng 
afresh each new day, believing that God will bles!i gur labPr&, 
And by so doing, we shall overcome Satan by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of our testimony, not loving our 
lives even unto death. 

2845 Meadowlake Dr. #E 5, Memphis, TN 38115 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

"Father, Glorify Me" 
O.H.TABOR 

looking ahead for only a few days, Jesus commended his 
disciples for their faith in him but said, "But a time is coming, 
and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own 
home. You will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone for my 
Father is with me ... you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world" (John 16:31-33). After jesus said 
this, he looked up into heaven and prayed; 11 Father, the time 
has come •. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you" 
(John 17:1). 

In these verses we see the implied evidence of ·his prein
carnate state. Also we see his incarnation, 11He emptied him
self," his humiliation. The pre-existent Christ became man. 
"The word became flesh." 
- Notice his humtliation: He-consented himself to be born on 

earth as a man; in a humble station of life; to be laid in a 
manger; to be subject to earthly parents; to be cast out of his 
home town; to have no home on earth; to have his teaching 
rejected by his own people. To be betrayed, bound, smitten, 
spit upon, scourged, crucified, derided while dying and 
buried in a borrowed tomb. Such humiliation has never been 
known for he was once so "rkh but became so poor that we 
through his poverty might be rich." 

On the third day he arose from the dead and many wit
nesses testify that they saw him, touched him, ate with him 
and saw the nailprints in his hands. The resurrection of Jesus 
is a fundamental doctrine of Christianity. Many admit the 
necessity of the res:..trrection of Christ who deny the impor
tance of the bodily resurrection of Christ. It was an actual 
resurrection, a bodily ·resurrection and a unique resurrection. 
The son of the widow of_ Zarephath, the Shunamite's son, 
Jairus' daughter, the young man of Zain, lazarus, Tabitha and 
Eutychus undoubtedly died again. Surely they did ·not re
ceive a resurrection body, as Christ did. 

We believe in his resurrection because of the many wit
nesses. We .have twelve appearances of .Christ, the references 
we cannot give because of Jack of space, but we mention the 
witnesses: to Mary; to other women; to two on road to 
Emmaus; to Simon Peter; to ten apostles; to the eleven dis
ciples; to the apostles at Tiberias; to the apostles on the 
Mount in Galilee; to over five hundred brethren at the same 
time; to james; to the disciples on the Mount of Ascension 
and to Paul. We believe the credibility of Christ's resurrection 
has been established to people who review the evidences and 
accept them as they would any other fact of history. 

It may be helpful to review the results of Christ's resurrec
tion. It attests Christ's deity for Paul said, uchrist was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, by the resurrection from the 
dead" (Rom. 1 :4). Christ had pointed forward to a "sign that 
would be given to the people of Israel" and Paul declared that 
it was a sign of his deity (Matt. 12:38-40; john 2:18-22). 

Through Christ's resurrection from the dead he became the 
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Intercessor, or High Priest and Protector of his people (Rom. 
5:10; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20-23). By his resurrec
tion many other blessings are given us: his bestowal of re
pentance, forgiveness, regeneration and the Holy Spirit (Acts 
5:31; 1 Peter 1:3; John 16:7). He is able to supply all our 
needs and his resurrection is a guarantee that our bodies too, 
will be raised from the dead to live with him in glory (Rom. 
8:11; John 5:28, 29; 1 Cor. 15:20-23). 

The Scriptures also speak of his exaltation. jesus said in his 
prayer, "Father, glorify.me with the glory I had with.thee be
fore the world was" (John 17:5). When he ascended he was 
crowned with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9). The glory appears in 
his present "glorious body" (Phil. 3:21), and John saw him in 
this body on the Isle of Patmos (Rev. 1 :12-18). He received a 
name that is above every name which shows both the glory 
and the honor (Phil. 2:9). He was appointed Head of the 
church (Eph. 1 :22) and he now serves as its High Priest (Heb. 
4:14). Today, angels, authorities and powers are subject to 
him (1 Peter 3:22). ·Indeed all things have been put under his 
feet (Eph. 1 :22). 

Think of the glory wh~ch. the Son of God renounced with 
the glory which has been bestowed upon him because of that 
11emptying of himself," and great feelings are excited in us. 
What a wonder that One, in our own nature, should be so 
highly exalted! All creation worships him in_ whom creation is 
united to its Creator. Every tongue is to confess that Jesus is 
lord. It is Jesus, the loving So[l of man, who is exalted to be 
our. Lord. We must remember that the change in his position 
does not change his disposition, which is that whi~h is re
vealed to us in .the gospel of love. 11 All power" is now given 
to him who is all-loving~ Vernon Hutton ~ays, ''The final pur
pose of his work and of our confession of faith in him . ~ . 
The glory of the Father, the humiliation. arid exaltation of the 
Son, the loving adorati~n of mankind, have this as their final 

·object." 
Once men were stupefied as they looked upon Christ's dis

figured form; covered with blood and scarred, hardly bearing 
the semblance of a man, but there shall be a magnificent con
trast. Kings shall be dumb for. admiration in his presence
owing their superior dignity (Job 39:9; 40:4). God said, "Yet 
have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the 
decree; the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the 
.earth for thy possessions. Thou shalt break them with a rod of -;·: 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potters' vessel. Be } 
wise now therefore, 0 ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the .~ 
earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. ~ 

Kiss the Son" (Ps. 2:6-12). 

15 Terrace Circle, Lamesa, TX 79331 
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Parable of the Three Colonies 
LARRY ARNOLD 

Several hundred years ago a great king decided to colonize 
some newly discovered land. Enough people in his kingdom 
were interested in this venture to start three new colonies. The 
king agreed to provide the ships, protection, money, equip
ment, tools and good land necessary to get the colonies start
ed. Because of the crude forms of transportation the colonies 
would not be able to have much contact with the king or the 
other colonies, .but the king promised to visit each colony and 
check on its progress after ten years. The people agreed to 
this plan and the new land was settled. 

After ten years had passed, t~e king went to visit the first 
colony on an appointed day. To his surprise, there was no one 
at the dock to greet him. As he walked through the village all 
was mysteriously quiet and empty. There were no children 
playing in the dusty streets, no women going about their 
chores, no men in the fields or shops. 

Then the king noticed that if he looked closely he could 
see people peeking out of windows and from behind trees. 
These people would quickly duck so they would not be 
caught. Also he noticed that if he listened very closely he could 
hear people moaning such things as: "I hope the king doesn't 
kill us all." "I hope the king has pity on us wretched souls." "I 
hope the king will forgive us our inadequacies." 

At the far end of the village the king saw some men standing 
by several wagons full of supplies. As the king approached, 
these men fell on their faces in terror. The spokesman said, 
"0 king, we know that you are a mighty king with much 
power. And king, we have feared your coming from the day we 
arrived here until now. Please have pity on us and accept these 
items we have for you as an appeasement." 

Soon, time came for the king to visit the second colony. As 
the king's ships arrived at the dock it was obvious that things 
were different from the first colony, for the dock and streets 
were lined with people awaiting his coming. As the king 
stepped off the ship he was greeted by three officials as others 
looked o·n. 

The king could not help but be disturbed by what happened. 
For instance, ·the greeting was very polite and proper, but it 
lacked any warmth and tender feeling. He noticed that all the 
people who were lining the streets were dressed in uniforms, 
standing at attention, in single file, and they all had a grim look 
on their faces. As the king walked through the village he 
noticed that nobody laughed, or smiled, or giggled, or even 
had an excited, expectant look on their face except for the 
children. And every time a child lost his concentration and be
gan to act the least bit happy he was elbowed severely in the 
ribs. 

As the king reached the end of the village where there were 
several wagons full of supplies he was given several docu
ments. The first document contained a list of all the expenses 
the king had incurred by starting the colony. The second docu
ment contained a list of all the money and goods that had 
been collected by oppressive taxes. It was pointed out to the 
king that the bottom figure. in each document was the same. 

Then the officials turned to the king and said, "Here, take 
it! We've paid our taxes, we've done our dues, we've fulfilled 
our DUTY." 

On the appointed day the king went to visit the third colony. 
Even from a distance the king could see that things were going 
to be very different from the first two colonies. As the ships 
pulled up to the dock he could see brightly painted houses and 
shops, not at all like the drab gray of the other two colonies. 
There were swings in the yards, toys, shade trees, and flowers. 
Banners hung throughout the village welcoming the king, flags 
were flying, a large mass ·of people gathered at the dock. 

As the king stepped onto the dock there was tremendous 
applause and cheering. People were bunched together trying 
to see over each other's shoulders. The king was greeted by 
hugs, kisses, flowers, and presents. He received lovely hand
crafted, freshly grown, and loving~y sewn gifts. He could tell 
the people were happy to see him and were sincerely trying to 
express their appreciation. 

Many wonderful things happened to the king that day. There 
was a little boy who gave the king his pet toad. A tiny four
year-old girl gave her favorite well-worn stuffed animal to the 
king. A large picnic had been prepared with the best food 
prepared by the finest cooks in the colony. People were al
ways singing. The children had orsanized several choirs with 
special songs of thanks and adoration for the king. Groups of 
adults also sang and everyone always seemed to have a song 
in their hearts. 

Yet tbe king's heart was touched the most by a very old 
woman who was nearly blind and could not walk without 
support. She fell at the king's feet and said, with tears in her 
eyes, ''There is no present I can make for you, my eyes and 
hands are too feeble. There is no song I can sing for you, my 
voice is too withered. Yet, this is my home, and the home of 
my children and grandchildren. We live in a wonderful land. 
You have been so graCious and so kind to ~s." Clinging to his 
feet, she continued on sobbing, ''There· is no gift I can give 
you, but my love." 

Now, a question: Of the three colonies, which one really 
pleased the king? 

Are you living in the first colony? Such motivation has a 
place,· if a person isn't a faithful Christian he ought to be 
afraid. He ought to be afraid enough to do something about it 
so he· won't have· to live with fear. However, God does not 
want fear to be the motivating factor in our lives; he wants it 
to be love which casts out fear. How evangelistic can we be if . 
we are inviting others to come and worry about their salvation 
along with us? 

Are you living in the second colony? From time to time 
we all find ourselves motivated by duty, especially in times of 
temptation or difficulty. But as often as we talk about "our 
duties" you would think that it was in every other verse in'the 
New Testament. The truth is that "duty" is only used twice in 
the King James Version of the N.T. and in most other transla
tions less than that! The only N.T. passage in which this is 
used in reference to man's relationship to God is in luke 17: 
10, which says that after we have done everything command
ed, we have fulfilled ou.r duty, we are still at our best unprofit
able servants. Our service is not out of duty, but privilege; not 
obligation, but opportunity. The next time someone tells you, 
"But it is our duty!" ask them where the N. T. teaches this. We 
will never fulfill our "duty," and to even think of being able to 
do so is foolishness. · 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Challenge Everything Except Evolution JAMES D. BALES 

The evolutionist is free to challenge 
any explanation of evolution, but he 
must not challenge the so-called fact of 
evolution. Not keeping the faith in evolu
tion is inexcusable, regardless of what 

. mystical-:twistical explanation of it one 
may accept. Challenge God, moral law, 
human dignity and value, but do not 
challenge evolution. They must keep the 
evolutionary faith. 

Gordon Rattray Taylor, a devoted 
evolutionist, wrote: "Darwin's theory of 
evolution by natural selection, which has 
stqod as the one great biological law 
comparable wJth the laws of physics for 
more than a century, is crumbling under 
atta~k. Biologists are discovering more 
and. more features which it does not 
seem able to explain, and are holding 
meetings at which tempers often run 
high to discuss problems, some new, 
others which were discovered decades 
ago but quietly ignored. 

"If Darwinism fails, this is a critical 
point in human rationality, of much more 
than merely scientific consequence. The 
reason Darwin's ideas caused such a 
furor when they were first announced 
was that they presented the living world 
as a world of chance, determined by ma
terial forces, in place of a world deter
mined by a divine plan. They substituted 
chance for purpose. They removed evolu
tion from the methaphysical to the ma
terial. 

"While· for some people it is more 
comforting to believe that everything is 
in the hands of a deity, a paternal figure 
who will see all is well provided we sub
mit to him, others find this stultifying and 
very much prefer to think that we live in 
a world which we, by our own efforts, 
can alter. Thus the issue underlying any 
debate about Chance vs. Purpose is, or 
can be seen as, a political one: Left vs. 
Right. At the same time, there is some
thing. repellent about the idea that we 
live· in a meaningle~s, fortuitous world. 
Darwinism~ therefore, has always aroused 
fierce feelings and has been attacked and 
defended with great ferocity" (The Great 
Evolution Mystery, p. 1). . . 
. "I shall suggest that the world is 

ordered, but ·that the order springs from 
an inner necessity. Only a restricted 
number of paths of future development 
are· open-that is, chance is restricted
and as time passes, the number of possi
bilities becomes fewer. Like a steel ball 
rolling down a pinball machine, the 
nearer we get. to our destination, the 
more limited the possible outcome be
comes. 

"On one point we must be clear be
fore we start. The fact that an evolution
ary process occurred is not in doubt. It is 
only tile mechanism which brought it 
about which is being questioned. Any 
rational man who examines even a part 
of the evidence must be convinced that 
life-forms started as very simple c·ells, 
which associated in more and more com
plex forms, which branched into many 
variants, over an extremely long period 
of time" (Ibid., p. 2). 
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Darwin 11Proved" Evolution 
Darwin was supposed to have proved 

that evolution took place and how it 
took place. Darwin did not prove it took 
place. He accepted evolution without suf
ficient evidence because if you did not 
believe it you were left with the alterna
tive that God is the Creator. Darwin, as 
many before and after him, was running 
from God and evolution made the run 
seem successful. Darwin knew he had 
not proved natural selection (Life and 
Letters, Vol. II, p. 21 0). and that evolution 
was just an hypothesis (Life & Letters of 
H. Spencer, I p. 128). 

Darwin was supposed to have proved 
how it took place, but now scientists are 
challenging his explanation. However, 
the overwhelming majority of them will 
not lay hands on the sacred ark called 
evolution. If it goes, they are face to face 
with God again. Those who believe in the 
autonomus man will not tolerate that so 
they cling to evolution which makes a 
mockery of autonomous man for he 
originated by chance operating in matter 
and he continues to operate that way as 
an animal who cannot be satisfied with 
the life of the animal. 

He Prefers To Believe in Evolution 
Taylor is one of those who finds stulti-. 

fying the view that God created the 
world, and we must submit to him, and 
they "very much prefer to think that we 
live in a world which we, by our own 
efforts, can alter." (p. 1) What is stultify
ing in the view that God created the uni
verse, that man is a being made in God's 
image, that he is a responsible being, 
and that death does not end all? The 
view which is stultifying, and those who 
accept it seldom try to live down to it 
in our society, is that man is a creature 
without meaning who has been cast on 
the shores of time by the tempest-tossed 
sea, and that all his hopes and aspirations 
will finally fail. As a poet put it, born of 
muck and mire are we, and to muck and 
mire we shall return; since conquered we 
shall ·be, why in struggle strive and 
yearn? 

Faith in God does not mean man can
not alter things by his own efforts. In 
fact, God gave man a mind to use. and he 
gave man the task of keeping and sub
duing the earth. Man is given the task 
of living a righteous life, of building 
character, and shaping his destiny. What 
greater challenges can there be? Evolu
tion tells man that regardless of what he 
alters it is temporary and will fail. Some 
day all will be as if it has never been, 
and man will have altered nothing for 
long. 
"A Critical Point in Human Rationality"! 

Why is there a critical point in human 
rationality if Darwinism fails? Darwin 
destroyed human rationality. We are but 
material beings who think as we think 
due to internal and external pressures 
created by matter working by "chance." 
Rationality led Darwin to believe in God, 
and when it did he discredited human 
rationality. "Another source of convic
tion in the existence of God, connected 

with the reason, and not with the feeling, 
impresses me as having much more 
wei~ht. This follows from the extreme 
difficulty or rather impossibility of con
ceiving this immense and wonderful uni
verse, including man with his capacity of 
looking far backwards and far into fu
turity, as the result of blind chance or 
necessity. When thus reflecting I feel 
compelled to look to a First Cause hav
ing an intelligent mind in some degree 
analogous to that of man; and I deserve 
to be called a theist. This conclusion was 
strong in my mind about the time, as far 
as I can remember, when I wrote the 
'Origin of Species', and it is since that 
time that it has very gradually, with many 
fluctuations, become weaker. But then 
arises the doubt, can the mind of man, 
which has, as I fully believe, been de
veloped from a mind as low as that 
possessed by the lowest animals, be 
trusted when it draws such grand con~ 
elusions?" (Life and Letters, Vol. I, p. 
282). 

Again he wrote: "Nevertheless you 
have expressed my inward conviction, 
though far more vividly and clearly than 
I could have done, that the universe is 
not the result of chance. But then with 
me the horrid doubt always arises 
whether the convictions of· man's mind, 
which has been developed from the 
mind of the lower animals, are of any 

(Continued on page 11) 

Time-Life STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

"Do not boast about tomorrow," said 
Solomon. Time/Life is the capsule which 
contains all of God's gifts to humankind 
in the physical world. Yet, life is all too 
often that about which we complain. And 
though Job reminds us, " ... no one has 
any assurance of life" Oob 24:22), we 
still discuss it as though it were some
thing to chew over, like the weather or 
inflation or gout. 

But physical existence is much more 
than that! It is the essence of being. It is 
the medium through which we function 
spiritually and are able to express our 
affection for each other and God. With
out it we are nothing and can do nothing. 
With it, there are myriads of possibilities 
awaiting us each day. 

Let's resolve to stop crying about the 
bumps of life and make up our minds to 
do worthwhile things. We aren't on this 
old blue marble very long. Hand wringing 
is not a noble activity though some of the 
brethren haven't yet learned this. The 
directed and productive life of one who 
cherishes the r-ich potentiality of it all is 
what existence is really all about. 

The tragedy of life is not that it ends 
so soon, but that so many of us wait so 
long to begin it. Sure, we only live once, 
but if we work it right, once is enough! 
Life is a grindstone. Whether it polishes 
you up or grinds you down depends on 
the stuff you're made -of. And besides, as 
Sydney j. Harris has aptly put it, 11When 
I hear somebody sigh, 'Life is hard,' I'm 
always tempted to ask, 'Compared to 
what?'" 
1223 East Dana, Mesa, AZ 85204 

FIRM FOUNDATION-:-JULY 5, 1983 



b 
<l• 

r. 
I 

\ 
I 

( 

f 
\'·.• 

r 
I 

I 
I r. 
r 
I 

I 
I 
l 
r 
l 
l 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I ... 
I 

I 

r 

The New Testament Church ( 11) 
WHICH WAY FROM HEREf 

The church, like Western culture in 
general, has been experiencing an iden
tity crisis in recent years. In our techno
logical, pluralistic society yesterday's 
familiar platitudes are hollow echoes of a 
past era when life was slow "and the 
livin' (was) easy." But today life is neither 
slow nor easy. and therefore the church's 
ima~e and strategy must keep pace or 
risk ISolating herself from the generation 
she is called to evangelize. 

What is the church to do in this sit .. 
uation? Indeed, what does it mean to be 
"the church of Christ" in a nuclear age 
so remote from the first century world? 

Retrospect 
To determine which way we should go 

from here we must know where we are at 
present and this can be determined only 
m relation to our starting point and our 
destination. For the Christian, the present 
and the future are irrevocably tied to 
unique events of the past and both re
ceive their definition and validation from 
those events. Retrospection, therefore, is 
built into the continuity of the family of 
God. 

In previous studies seven outstanding 
New Testament congregations were pro
filed in an effort to reorient ourselves to 
our first-century roots. We looked at 
cameo portraits of (1) Jerusalem: The 
Mother Church, (2) Antioch: The Mis
sionary Church, (3} Corinth: The Problem 
Church, (4) Galatia: The Legalistic 
Churches, (5) Colossae: The Intellectual 
Church. (6) Thessalonica: The Waiting 
Church, and (7} Philippi: The Joyful 
Church. What may be distilled from these 
studies to provide biblical direction for 
our future? What may we learn to clarify 
our mission for today and tomorrow? 

Roots 
Several factors emerge which are im

portant keys to our heritage. 
(1) There are both unity and diversity 

in the New Testament church. The unity 
·factor is, of course, familiar to us today. 
However, it is important for us to deal 
honestly with the other fact of the very 
real diversity within/among congrega
tions in the first century. We have seen 
that Corinth had its own profile, unlike 
that at Philippi; Antioch's cosmopolitan 
world-view was radically different from 
the provincialism of jerusalem. The truth 
is, then, as now, congregations had "per
sonalities" and individual "character" 
which made them distinctive. Therefore, 
notions of monolithic sameness during 
New Testament. times are fantasies un
supported by the text. It is obvious that 
it would have been absurd to demand 
that the· ancient Thessalonians become 
Colossians, or that Jerusalem become 
Corinth! The fact is, when Jerusalem tried 
such a take-over bid in Galatia, Paul 
fought it tooth and nail! 

JERRY HARVILL 

The sad fact Is however, I see the 
same thing at work today when congre
gations are frustrated because they are 
not a Madison, or a Broadway, or a 
Gainesville. But even worse, there are 
those workshop speakers among us who 
peddle Intimidation and guilt by overtly 
ot covertly demanding uniformity--of 
course, always to their views, values, and 
versions. For a brotherhood which prides 
Itself upon its concept of the "auton· 
omy" of the local church, we have cu
rious difficulty alowing congregations 
freedom to be themselves. But what good 
is 11autonomy" if "Jerusalem" Is forever 
taking over the thinking and practice of 
"Galatia"? 

Sweet Pantheism 
There are many forms of unbelief, 

many philosophies that oppose the 
gospel of our Lord jesus Christ. Not all 
forms of unbelief are created equal; 
some are more equal. than others. I used 
to think that Naturalism or Scientific 
Humanism was the most dangerous op
ponent of the Christian faith. Lately, how-

. ever, I'm beginning to see that pantheism 
is the greatest enemy. 

Pantheism seems so harmless at first. 
We are immediately turned off by the 
skeptic who shouts that all truth is rel
ative, that "nothing is true." Hence, we 
are not ready to immediately perceive the 
error of the Pantheist who says that 
"Everything is true." It sounds so sweet 
and democratic. What curmudgeon 
would want to argue with such an ami
able position? · 

Pantheism, unlike Materialism, does 
not say that there is no Savior. On the 
contrary, it says that there are many 
Saviors, many ways to salvation, many 
roads to heaven. It is the system that is 
so liberal that it dares not say anything 
is false. It is the system that is so chari
table that it allows everything to be 
true. 

Pantheism stands ready to honor just 
about anyorie who ever claimed to be a 
Savior, to found a religious group, 
whether it be jesus Christ, Moses, Mo
hammed, Buddha, Lao Tzu, Confuci_us, 
Mahavira, Zoroaster, Socrates, the lnd1an 
Brahmins as well as the African devil-wor
shipers, Arius ~nd Pelagius, L~y~la and 
Socinus Gandhi and Father D1vme-all 
are to be lumped together and treated 
alike, none are to be condemned. 

Pantheism bids us smile complacently 
on all creeds and systems of religion, the 

No. It is time we all take seriously our 
New Testament heritage. God has called 
us to follow his Son, not each other. It is 
foolishness to play games of one-upman
ship in the brotherhood (2 Cor. 10:12-
18). Whether we commend or discount 
each other is Irrelevant In judgment; our 
accountability as stewards is to the Lord 
(1 Cor. 4:1, 2). let us, therefore, grant to 
each other the freedom God has granted 
us- the freedom to be different · mem
bers of the same body. let us have the 
grace to restore today both the unity and 
the diversity of the New Testam~nt 
church. · 
3880 lee· Adams lane, Lexington, KY 
40514 

A • .J. HOOVER 

Bible and the Koran, the Hindu Vedas · 
and the Persian Zendavesta, the old 
wives' fables of 'Rabbinical writers, the 
rubbish of Patristic traditions, all· the 
creeds of the ages, the revelations of 
Emanuel Swedenborg and the Book of 
Mormon by joseph Smith. All are to be 
listened to, none are to be excluded. Is 
this not the age of equality? Must we not 
have affirmative action for the religions 
also? · 

But the worst mistake Pantheism makes 
is to confound the infinite and the finite, 
the eternal and .the temporal. It makes 
God the sum of all things, which deper
sonalizes God and makes him mute. 
Hence, Pantheism destroys revelation, for 
if there is no Person in this universe then 
there is no revelation. God is everything 
which means God is brutal in ~rute 
matter, mighty in the forces of nature, 
feeling in the animal, thinking and con
scious in man. Pantheism makes man 
divine; it makes. all the beasts divine; it 
makes even the dung divine. It degrades 
what is high by .exalting what is low. It 
destroys all hierarchy and leaves us with 
a "flat" universe, one with no values, no 
better or worse, no evil or good, no right 
and no wrong. 

It is impossible to harmonize the re
ligion of Christ with this sweet Panthe
ism. jesus said clearly, "I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father but by me" .Qohn 14:6). Peter 
affirmed of jesus, ''There is salvation in 
no one else, for there is no o~her name 
under · heaven given among m.en by 
which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 
79699 
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Leading the .Congregation in Song HAROLD G. HUNT 

This article has nothing to do with the 
mechanics of music itself; i.e., the notes, 
etc ... Rather, these are external ob
servations by myself and comments made 
by others over a period of thirty years. 

Larger congregations are often blessed 
with more .than one good song leader 
and many smgers following his directing. 
Such makes for an inspiring setting of 
volume and enthusiasm. However in 
many places such is not the case. ' 

The importance of song leading or 
directing is underestimated. Mr. Song 
Leader, you are it; you are the heartbeat! 
You get the congregation involved en
thused, and ready for the sermon;' you 
s~t. the mood for com union, prayer and 
g1vmg. You are the pulse that makes the 
cong~egation feel like worshipers. Do 
your rob and most can go home and out 
into the week with an awareness of hav
ing been edified as participants. 

Here are other observations: 
Approach: Get up there! Don't look 

like a deadpan; lift your chin and speak 
up! By all means, do not apologize for 
your vocal inabilities or give a medical 
report on your throat problems. 

When one hears "If you all will just 
bear with me, we'll try to get through 
this ... " he knows he is not about to be 
led in song! 

However, if you are not well ex
perienced, at least be positive: "I'm 
somewhat new at this, but with your kind 
cooperation, we are going to get the job 
done." Now, the congregation will be 
both understanding and ready. 

Awareness: Clearly announce the 
song number, as "Number 170." Realize 
that some may not catch this or hear so 
well. One will whisper to another "Did 
he say 117 or 170?" (After all, some 
numbers can sound similar.) ... Try it 

Church Growth: Which Model? 
Through studies in church history, it 

becomes evident that in the first cen
turies of the Christian era, the church 
began to apostatize as it modeled its 
own organization after the Roman Em
pire. Just as the Roman Empire had a 

.political body with the emperor at the 
top, the Roman Catholic Church de
veloped an authoritarian pattern based 
on that model. It had a pope at the top, 
followed by cardinals, bishops and 
lesser officials down to the local parish 
priests. Those Christians who apostatized 
probably never intended to do so. They 
simply modeled their church organiza
tion after the political body with which 
they were most familiar. 

What ·wm happen today if we empha
size organization? What will happen if 
our mod.el for trye church today is based 
on busmesses and cor~orations? In 
those settings, an improved organization 
facilitates more effective use of labor, 
materials, and time for greater produc
tion. In that setting, the individual 
laborers are motivated by the salaries 
they receive. As organizational efficiency 
8 (460] 

like this: "Number 170; ••. 1-7-0." 
Poor third verse! If you're going to 

sing verses 1, 2, and 4, by all means let 
them know. However, before worship, 
read the words to yourself; some songs 
tell a story and all verses are needed. 

Sing~ng: You are a song leader; a di
rector m song. Among other things this 
means you are not to engage in a per
sonal vocal display. There is a difference 
between leading in song and drowning 
out the singers while calling attention to 
yourself, especially since you have the 
electronics: microphone, amplifiers, 
speakers, etc. 

However, volume can, at times, have a 
useful function: If the congregation is in
clined to drag, don't follow them. Raise 
your volume and speed the pace. This 
lets them know that you are the leader 
and a confident director. It may take a 
song ·Or two but they will get the mes
sage ... and follow the leader. 

Songs: At times, you will make ran
dom selections. On other occasions, you 
will pursue a theme. Or, your selections 
can be in harmony with the preacher's 
subject; he may prefer that you check 
with him on that. After all, why shouldn't 
we plan our worship? If the sermon is 
going to be about "hell," a theme in 
songs about "heaven" would be more 
appropriate to a sermon on the latter. 

On occasion, it is good taste to make a 
brief comment about a song you are 
about to lead. Maybe words like "Here I 
raise my Ebenezer" or "Night with ebon 
pinion" should be tactfully explained. 
However, leave a sermon to the preacher 
(and announcements to others). You are 
the song leader! 

The congregation hasn't come to play 
"jack•in-the-box"; i.e., "Please stand; ... 

(Continued on page 12) 

TED PRESLEY 

improves, production goes up and the 
individual laborer receives a higher 
salary, thus motivating him to· work all 
the harder and be an active participant 
in the organization itself. 

In the church, however,· if our em
phasis is on organization and the social 
structure within the body, this emphasis 
will not necessarily improve numerical, 
organizational, or spiritual growth. Mem
bers of the church are all volunteers. 
Members do not receive a salary to moti
vate them to become involved or to par
ticipate in anything .. Members of any 
volunteer organization must be per
sonally motivated. That motivation may 
be altruistic in nature. It may be due to 
a firm conviction of the worth of the 
goals of the organization. It may be an 
appreciation of the purpose of that or
ganization that drives one to rarticipate. 
Or it might be that emotiona needs are 
being met by involvement. The reasons 
are as varied as the volunteers. 

Maybe the model for church organi
zation should be some effective, grow
ing volunteer organization instead of a 

I Saw the Jonquils Bend 
JIM BILL MciNTEER 

The day was bright, warm, and sunny. 
It was preceded by days of similar love
liness. It surely must be the early call of 
spring-and f[owers answered. Awaking 
from a long nap, the jonquils brought 
their brilliant yellow to the delight of 
every eye. Borders, fence rows, road
sides, hills, valleys-all ablaze. 

Then came the freeze. As though 
drawn by a shivering magnet, the mer
cury left its early 80's and plunged to 
its trembling 20's. Scarfs, topcoats, 
sweaters were suddenly seized again. 
Then came the skift of snow and it 
brought its icy cold to the tender plants 
of spring. The jonquils felt it. Their bur
dens were heavy-low to the ground 
they bent. Their sunny faces turned to 
earth in disbelief. The symmetry of their 
living bouquet shattered as they were 
bent all out of erectness-the burden of 
cold was so very heavy! 

Ah! But the sun-it came. It warmed 
a bit and the jonquils welcomed the call. 
They lifted their heads, turned their yel
low faces, and looked heavenward again. 
Burdens were lifted-beauty appeared 
once more. 

So ·is life. Burdens come, freeze falls, 
and snow presses. It's more than one 
can bear. There is only one place to go, 
it seems-and, sadly, that's lower. 

But you feel something-warm, ten
der, reassuring, and right! It's the 
warmth of God's love, it's the gentle hand 
of a friend around your shoulaer, it's the 
visit of a brother or sister in Christ. 
They are genuine, friendly, inviting. They 
telegraph by rays of love, "I care." And 
we all respond. Our burdens are melted, 
our cast-down spirits are revived, and 
our heads are erect again. We blossom 
and we give our best-we have been 
warmed by the love of something bigger 
than · ourselves. Needs were met-and 
the warmth of Another-both of Heaven 
and earth--drew high the heart. Some
one cared-someone warmed-and the 
fields were pretty again. So be it. 
11 00 Belvedere Dr., Nashville, TN 37204 

corporation. It obviously should not have 
as a model some political body. . 

On the other hand, the church today 
could have as its model the New Testa
mEmt church, a living organism com
posed of people who have been recon
ciled to God and to each other and, 
therefore, are being trained to live in 
community: to love selflessly and to be 
loved; to serve humbly and to be 
served; to open up their lives before 
each other in shared prayers of con
fession to God; to be daily transformed 
into the likeness of Christ with ever
increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, ·Who is the Spirit; to experience 
renewal day by day through continuous 
communication with God through per
sonal Bible reading, meditation and talks 
with God. 
Ted Presley, Box 1036, Falls Church, VA 
22041 
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Tips for Teachers I 
\t • ·· , One problem we face as teachers may 
I · be the failure to understand ourselves. 

\ 
." · Brother Jones' words in the following 

1 
article brings us to face ourselves first as 

LEONARD MULLENS 

teachers. We regret we have no address 
for James R. Jones.-Leonard Mullens, 
Box 828, Salado, TX 76571. 

Teaching Discloses the Teacher's Vulnerability JAMES A. JONES 

Lesson and Person Difficult to Separate 
A lesson is not the teacher but it is a 

true exposure of him. Although faulty 
interpretation by the student is possible, 
it still remains that as a person is teach
ing he is revealing the type of individual 
he is. The pupil can not get a compre
hensive view of the teacher from one 
Jesson, but the lesson does expose the 
teacher as he is during that hour. So 
when a student criticizes or compliments 
a teacher's teaching he is in a very real 
sense criticizing or complimenting the 
teacher. The question of whether or not 

k:. the compliment or criticism is justified r . or correct does not change the fact that 
through the lesson the teacher reveals 
himself-his weaknesses (ignorance, 
prejudices, inconsistencies, defenses, 
etc.) as well as his strengths. 

Although this article is directed to the 
teacher everything could just as correctly 
be said about the preacher and his 
preaching. 

l 

r 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
Ill) 

! 

! 
I 

t 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 

The Teacher's Vulnerability is a 
Major Cause of Discouragement 

There are a number of reasons why 
teachers get discouraged, but in this 
article only one will be considered. 

Every teacher has certain vulnerabilities 
about which he does not want just any
one to know. Likely everyone is unaware 
of some of his vulnerable areas, and it is 
possible that a person may want neither 
himself nor others to see what these 
weaknesses are. Inasmuch as teaching 
op·ens one up for possible attack, it is 
wise for the teacher to know his weak
nesses and not try to hide them from 
himself or others. Although it is difficult 
and painful to know one's self, the teach
er should seek to recognize. accept, and 
verbalize, when appropriate, his vulner
abilities for herein lie his real dynamics. 

When anyone attacks a person's vul
nerable areas, it is painful, and there is 
resistance-probably resentment and 
discouragement. The teacher who be-
comes deeply discouraged (among other 
reasons) is one who has been hiding from 
his vulnerability (consciously or uncon
sciously). Although the teacher can hide 
from himself and for a while from others, 
he needs to be cognizant of the fact that 
he cannot hide from those whom he 
teaches for weeks, months, and years. 

The teacher should understand that 
frequently students who criticize a certain 
weakness or inconsistency in a teacher 
do not perceive deeply and clearly how 
vulnerable a teacher is in a given area, 
and therefore they are not aware of how 
damaging their criticism of the teacher's 
vulnerability can be to him and his self
esteem. In fact, the pupils may not even 
be aware that the teacher is vulnerable 

at the point where confrontation or 
criticism is made. What the students are 
picking up on (though they may not be 
conscious of it) many times are the teach
er's ambiguous expressions and ambiv
alent feelings which he is consciously or 
unconsciously trying to deny or hide. 

How We Try To Cover 
Up Our Vulnerabilities 

Some teachers try to cover up their 
lack of knowledge, preparation and 
weaknesses by presenting the lesson with 
a rigid, arrogant, and defensive attitude. 
When students begin to make critical 
comments or question them they feel 
threatened and become even more de
fensive, rigid and arrogant. Many times 
they verbally attack the students. trying 
to embarrass them for even thinking, 
much less making critical comments or 
asking such questions. Often this sets off 
a competitive attitude of trying to prove 
each other wrong. 

What is even more damaging, the 
teacher and the studpn+.; move away 
from the subject or question ur.der con
sideration and spend their time in dis
guised ways of attac}dng each other in 
the name of Bible ~tudy. Eventually the 
students or teacher wins-the students 
may stop coming to class; they may 
begin to argue, nag, complain, or be
come distractive in various ways; or the 
teacher may just get so confused and 
frustrated that he quits trying to teach 
the class. But meantime so many un
christian seeds have been sown. Amqng 
these corrupting seeds are frustration, 
anger, distrust (these are usually dis
guised), rigid and defensive attitudes. 

A teacher who is rigid, defensive and · 
arrogant is trying to cover up (conscious
ly or unconsciously) something within 
himself that he does not like (is embar
rassed about or ashamed of), will not 
accept, and is afraid to look honestly and 
realistically at himself. ·The anxiety this 
attitude produces is tremendous and be
comes more difficult to cope with the 
longer one tries to go through the mo
tion and notion of teaching. It becomes 
so frightening and depressing that many 
just give up and quit. But this does not 
really solve the frustration, guilt, anger, 
depression, and anxiety. How much bet
ter it would have been had they only 
been honest with themselves, accepted 
themselves, their weaknesses, and dealt 
realistically with them. 

One of the sins frequently committed 
in some Bible classes is that of the 
teacher and students pretending with 
each other that they are not weak at 
certain points. (This usually takes place 
on a subconscious level.) Thus they avoid 
looking at their weaknesses, accepting 

them, learning how to strengthen them, 
and grow more mature. One way of 
avoidance is that of spending the class 
time talking about how weak and sin
ful others are. 

Alexander Campbell was correct in 
affirming that the Bible "speaks of man 
as he was, and also as he will hereafter 
be; but it dwells on man as he is, and as 
he ought to be ... morally and religious
ly." (The Christian System, p. 3). Al
though the 21 epistles in the New Testa
ment were written to Christians to 
instruct them how to live, one would get 
the impression from some Bible classes 
that they were written exclusively for 
people in the world. 

Paul had his thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 
12:7) and weaknesses (2 Cor. 12:10), and 
each child of God has a besetting sin 
(Heb. 12:1). It is neither a sin nor some
thing of which to be ashamed to admit 
that a Christian (even a Bible teacher) is 
weak at certain points because one's 
strength comes when he knows, accepts 
and cultivates his weaknesses. This is the 
way he can use them constructively. A 
person's weaknesses control him when 
he does not know what they are and is 
afraid to find out. When an individual 
tries to hide his weaknesses from himself 
and others, they will confuse, frus
trate and antagonize interpersonal rela
tionships. Also, unknown and unaccept
ed vulnerable areas in a person will 
actually use or control the individual 
to the point of unhappiness and self
destruction. 

Strength Is in Weakness 
Paul said, "For when I am weak, then 

I am strong," (2 Cor. 12:10). One's pow
er and security as a Bible school teacher 
lies not in being egotistical, rude, defen
sive and rigid, but in recognizing, ac
cepting, and verbalizing when appropri
ate his vulnerabilities. This permits the 
teacher to communicate (verbally and 
non-verbally) that he is flexible, open, 
warm, understanding, and considerate. 
Such communication motivates (directly 
and indirectly, consciously and unconsci
ously) the students to reciprocate, thus 
helping to create a depth learning situa
tion. 

One of the most valuable lessons a 
teacher can teach his students re~arding 
teacher-student relationships is that he 
(the teacher) accepts his students (where 
they are in their growth process and as 
they are) and they can feel free to ques
tion him on any point they wish (and 
he will be open and honest with them) 
without being embarrassed or made to 
feel stupid. 

The teacher needs to understand that 
communication takes place on a verbal 
and nonverbal level-the nonverbal 
being the most significant. The teacher's 
tone of voice, look in the eye, facial 
expressions, body posture and move
ments, gesture, etc., communicate much 
more and on a deeper level than his 
word. The nonverbal communication can 
contradict or complement the teacher's 
verbal expressions. It matters not what 
a teacher says if his nonverbal commu
nication is sending a contradictory mes-

( Continued on page 12) 
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. . SCIENCE TEACHER SNUBBED, 
. ACCUSED OF CREATIONISM 
HUDSONVILLE, Mich. A high school 

science teacher under consideration for 
a top award from his peers was passed 
over after the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) accused him. of teaching 
creationism. 

The Michigan Science Teachers Asso
ciation had said earlier that David Bol
huis was the top finalist for their High 
School Science Teacher of the Year 
award. 

But the group's awards committee 
didn't even include him in its recom
mendations. The award instead went to · 
a teacher who did her student teaching 
under Mr. Bolhuis. 

Mr. Bolhuis and another teacher here, 
William Van Koughnet, had been the 
target of ACLU complaints that they are 
presenting the biblical theory of origin 
along with the theory of evolution in 

Attention Small Churches 

FREE TAPES 
If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to. have a full 
time minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons I please write to 
Tape Ministry I Church of 
Christ I 824 W. Pipeline Rei. 1 

Hurst, Texas 76053. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food,· Health 
. Insurance, retirement, and children 
· furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

their 10th grade biology classes. state education officials who said the 
The ACLU charge was investigated by teacher was not acting improperly. 

YOU CAN BE lA ·MISSIONARY 
WHERE YOU ARE! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. lnstruc· 
tions free. 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. 

LITERATURE 
1626 N. 8th St., Abilene, Texas 79601 
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WANTED 

Business Education Teacher 

Master of Education 
Degree preferred 

For more information, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller 
Vice President for Academics 
York College, York, NE 68467 

MEDICAL INSURAN·CE PROBLEMS? 
You don't need them. ·we now have a good group 

medical 'insurance program for Gospel preachers 
and employees of Churches of Christ. 

COST: family -$119.00 per month 
husband & wife-$ 87.50 per month 
single -$ 46.50 per month 

- BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS -
• $1 million lifetime benefit in or out of hospital-pays 80% 

until $5,000 of eligible benefits are paid, then 100% there
after to $250,000 in any calendar year. 

• $100 deductible per calendar year-maximum of three de
ductibles per family per calendar year. 

• Semi-Private Room and Board Benefit-Additional $5.00 
per day allowance toward private charge. Double Semi
Private rate for Intensive Care, if required. No limit on 
number of days. 

• Surgical and Professional Services-Usual and customary 
charges. 

• Maternity Benefit-Same as any other illn~ss. 
• $500 Accident Expense Benefit-First $500 paid in full for 

all accidents. No Deductible. 
• Psychiatric Benefit-Up to 50% of usual and ·customary 

charges for "Out Patient Care," benefits not to exceed $20 
per visit and limited to 52 visits per calendar year. 

Open enrollment during July, August, and September. If you enroll 
during these months you will be accept~. If you are now employed and 
working at least 30 hours per week, or a full time student i_n a school 
of preaching you qualify for this coverage. 

This program underwritten by Lloyds of London;· f~r brochure and 
application write to: 

Glen Crowe 
P.O. Box247 
Tompkinsville, Ky. 42167 · 

or call (502) 487-8811 or (502) 487-5216 and ask for Teresa .or Ken. 
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'JV: THE THREE COLONIES 

'k· (Continued from page 5) 
~} Are you living in the third colony? If 
/': :: so, may God bless you, and may you 

I.'.:· continue to grow. If we teach the ~reat
.•. :<·:est class, and are the best soul wanner, 
., ·\ .and always have the right word to say 

'>at the right time, and can quote the 
·. . Bible from cover to cover and have all 
· .::>of the right interpretations of scripture, 
· · ... and have an unbelievable amount of 
. :-;·faith, and give, and help the needy, and 
\·.~~;take the lord's supper, and attend, and 

'r\.-:i·:·.,;.~:::.:.Jive a wonderful example, and even die 
~~:C for the lord, but we are not motivated 

. :~:?0 out of love, it is all worthless. 
1 :?;· Maybe we need to grow beyond fear, 
! .\:and beyond duty, and discover the true 
r~:: life which jesus gives. !t is so ea~y to be
} ·\'come a lawyer, a Phansee, a scribe, and 
i < hardly even know lt. 
I .. 

I 

:1··.. CHALLENGE EVERYTHING 
., · EXCEPT EVOLUTION 
1/·· (Continued from page 6) 
Tt ·:·value or at all trustworthy. Would any 
. ;_;;;one trust in the convictions of a monkey's 
'l · min~, if ,~hert: are any convictions in such 
.,. a mmd? (lb1d., Vol. 1, p. 285) . 

. · .· : Darwin again returned to this subject 
.· .. and said: "On the other hand, if we con-

1

1 • sider the whole universe, the mind re-
. · · fuses to look at it as the outcome of 

chance-that is, without design or pur
l .· · p9se. The whole question seems to me 
J .. : . msoluble, for I cannot put much or any r·· faith in the so-called mtuitions of the 
· · human mind, which have been devel-
1 oped, as I cannot doubt, from such a 

I. · mind as animals possess; and what would 

I 
their convictions or intuitions be worth?" 

. (More Letters, Vol. I, p. 395. August 28, 
t 1881). 
i · · . Reason led Darwin to God, so Darwin l killed reason. He trusted his mind when 
I reasoning about evolution, but not about 
I · God! What a warning from the author to 
~ . the reader, this discrediting of reason 

f 
would have made as a preface to the 

I 
·. ~~~n of Species and The Descent of 

•• . · :. Ordered World 
:, ~> <.< "I suggest that the. world is ord~red, 
. ; ·-:~but that the order sprmgs from an mner 

;I ~·}necessity" (p. 2). Believe in anything to 
,I.·>: keep from believing in God! Inner neces-

>:::~ity ordered the univ~rse. What is inn~r 
·'~·>and what is necessity, and how d1d 
~:·chance break loose from the grip of inner 

:, . ./.:.·necessity? 
: .. >··· The mind and heart were made for 
~ ".{'~ God, the universe including man pre;>
~ · ;, claim l:iod, but man can refuse to retam 
f. · :< God in his knowledge and when man 
~ · ~·,; lives down to this refusal life becomes 
: . / -degraded and brutalized. That some men 

t;~--. 

~
~t :':.. BA VE YOU HAD A 

~ > Three Unu-ual Days 
t .··• . MEETING YETl ~ . . . . 
l ;... CALL 205/767-0051 

I .... ~-------------

do not live down to it is a testimony to 
the image of God in which they were 
created. 

Note to subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2· Year Program 9 For Information Call: 
Tuition Free • 'Li~- · (214) 526-7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved <n ~ ~ Preston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers ~ J 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available ~ 0, P~~~ Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academies Jimmr Wood. Director of Development 

(214) 526-7715 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

ON 

''GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE'' 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and working of God's purpose through the ages . 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

• STRENGTHEN FAITH 
• BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENESS OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

''MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found ... very capable in a study of this type." ~: 

-George Bailey 

"MIKE is a one··of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him ... go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P.O. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
1/512·423·3353 
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LEADING THE CONGREGATION 
IN SONG 

(Continued from page 8) 
Please be seated." However, to stand and 
sing a fam iliar, rapid-pace song just be
fore the sermon has the posit ive effect of 
motivating the preacher and preparing 
the congregation to hear. Such allows 
th em to physically "stretch" while f illing 
their lungs with fresh air in exciting sing
ing. They are awake and the preacher is 
ready! 

Never forget this: No preacher wants 
t o follow on the heels of a slow, dragged
out song. Such deflates his readiness to 
speak and the congregation's enthusiasm 
to listen. 

The worship hour is not the time to 
"try a new song" on the congregation. 
Learn and practice a new song w ith a 
special group or in a more informal 
Wedn esday n ight setting. Then, when 
you have it down, you can introduce it 
into the worshi p hour knowing you have 
plenty of vocal support. Such avoids an 
abrupt break in the flow of th e worship 
mood and makes it easier for th e rest t o 
join in . Remember, the worship hour is 
not a practice session. 

Finally (raising your volume till you get 
to th e " mike"), start the invitation song 
from the pew as you walk up t o the stage 
f9llowing the preacher's invitation state
ments. Such bespeaks a legitimate ex
pectation of response to the lesson or to 
one's needs without delay! 

Too few elders and too few song 
leaders realize how very important the 
latter really is. I don't know w hy we 
make the Sunday morning worship more 
formal than the evening hour, but we do. 
Since that is the case, it is exped ient th at 
the best song leaders be used at the most 
appropriate times and that those w ho are 
developing be used as w isdom directs. 
109 Hughes, Boerne, TX 78006 

TEACHING DISCLOSES THE 
TEACHER'S VUlNERABILITY 

(Continued from page 9) 
sage. The students may respond ver
bally to the verba l message but the 
non-verbal communication will have the 
most influence on them. 

Emotional growth is painful but this 
type of pain is therapeutic. When a per
son suppresses or represses his weak
nesses and sins and thus does not accept 
and work through them responsibly he 
is asking for chronic pain in the form 
of depression and anxiety w hich are fre
quently expressed in a rigid, defensive 
and hostile manner. 

The teacher w ho is realistically sensi
tive to his vulnerabilities can be genuine
ly sensitive to the vulnerabilities of his 
students. Such depth awareness and 
acceptance can enable both teacher and 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all n ew 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville. TN 37921 
Sing le $18.90. Double $22.90 

(615) 588·1982 588·1983 588·1984 
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students to grow intell ectually, emotion- quires developing in all three of these 
ally and spirituall y. Mature growth re- areas. 
~---~--~.._.._.. __ . ___ ..._......_.._._...._.._~----~----.--.-~4 
~ 20 Years of Continued Success in Building ~ 
~ Economical, Energy Efficie·n.t ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
~ 2Ull Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ) 
~ O ver 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Need• ~ 

L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B10wn Trail, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

OWASSO SCHOOL 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Ro11 Cosby, Director 

• Bible Emphasis 
e Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• No Tuition 
• Comprehensive Curriculum 

Applications Now Being Accepted 

The school is a Saturday school offering a four year 
program terminatin·g with a certificate of Graduation. It is 
designed for the person who must work to provide his own 
support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and 
is overseen by its elders. 

For More Information Write or Call: 

Address: OWASSO SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Box 89 
Owasso, Okla. 74055 

Phone: 1·918·272-6617 

Fall Semester Begins September 10, 1983 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 5, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 
Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ................... ~ .... $154.00 

Single ........ · ................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 
$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON -$1,000,000 
*****G~ARAN.TEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

PLA~ #503 
$500.00 .~.· : ... 

$130.51'· 

$ 50.21 

*****OPTIONAl LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH · .. · 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

. 817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 

~ ========:::;:: : :-:::-::::::::::::::; :r:-:::::::;::;:;::::::: ===~:::: :: 



NEW CONGREGATION 
A new congregation of the lord's 

church had its beginning in Perkins, 
Okla., on the lord's Day of June 5. 

Some 30-40 members, most of whom 
reside in Perkins and who have attended 
the Duck and McElroy church of Christ 
in Stillwater, began the work in Perkins. 

A downtown building has been rented 
for use by the church. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa-
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

l f'lt AMEN M•n•stry worlrls wutt l••thlu l congrr g •hons ol the 
cl'tutchn ot Ct~t~st whose membtrJ on m•llt•ry •nst•llat•ons 
woriCI•k'• :a rt "'':& Ft•no to l':t tg your iO'ttc:J onu - •s th•r hiiYe 
l'ttlpeCI wtth the spu• tu al ana ph ysical ne~O s ol thousa nds or 
Others du11ng ttte put hve yura Hus U Nite •s hte! 

S.nc , a me. complete • aare u , gttont • na m1h11ry 'nsta ll • t•on, 
and soit itua t conchlton. el know" I IOI'l g with your name ana a CJ· 
cHess to: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURC>i OF C><RIST 

8o• 2000 
Wut Montoc. Lou•s11 n• 7129t 

A church existed in Perkins during the 
1920's and 1930's but a heavy out-m igra-

tion during " the great depression" and 
deaths took their toll . 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
PHOENIX, AZ 

Announces 
The Availability of 

First Mortgage Bonds 
(Drawing Interest Since April 1, 1983) 

101/:z%. 111/:z%. 12% SIMPLE INTEREST 
1 YEAR THROUGH 5 YEAR MATURITY AVAILABLE 

111/:z% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
ONLY 3 YEAR MATURITY AVAILABLE 

Total Issue $915,000 
(Earning Interest Since April 1, 1983) 

For Information Circular or Prospectus contact: 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3849 W. Encanto Boulevard 

Phoenix, AZ 85009 
Phone 602-272-2551 Evenings 602-934·0210 

This Is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securities. 
Offering is made by prospectus only. 

American MiUtary EvaDgtlhing N;•;t;io:n•:.:;!.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=::iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii' 
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I want to know more 
1bout lnttmatlonal Bible College 

AGE_ 

-~----ZIP ______ _ 

WE OFFER: 
*B.A. Degree in Bible *Emphasis on Evangelism 

*High Academic Standards 

*Credit Transferable * Financial Aid Programs 

* Programs For Both Men & Women 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 



r·· ,-

c L A s s I F I E D 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR an experienced, successful 
personal worker to lead congregation in saving lost 
souls? Can preach when needed. Excellent references. 
Call (S12) 544-2995. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed eapeciall)' to accommodate con~rre~rations 
adYertlslnc meetlnc places, preachers seekLnr work or concrecationa aeekin~ preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BmLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-l'eraonal Evangelism-Minions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
IDler Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
684·6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M •• Wed. 7:00 P.llrl.~~----=--= 
CHATHAM. N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
101-635-2688. ..... . ...,.......~~=-==-= 
BREWER;-·MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday claSBes. 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207· 
989·2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

aAv AREA !ilcnoo"L-oF"·rnEA.cilii~ 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleaaanton. Coltrornla 94586 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

~WORSHiJ,--·ONISLAND OF KAUAI, 
HAWAII. Ph. (808) (122-1960 or Clarence May, 
Church of Christ, 4647 Hauaala Rd., Kapaa, Hawaii 
86746. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
EnglewOt>d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. EvanR"elist 

DENVER, COI.ORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Tern .Cartwright, minister 
"EMPLOYMENT: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. 
Sierra Children's Home Is. currently hiring child 
t'lll'O staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay and bene- e 

fits, If Interested, rontact Steve Bergman, Execu-
~·ttve Director, at P.O. Box 597~ 'Vacaville. CA 95688, 
or rAil 707/44R-ll557." ·· 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters De~ret> 
In Individual and Farrilly counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 

.Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at S04-381-9440 or write: 36SO 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
• .We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
:meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
'SUNSET SCHOOL OF 'PRE~-::A~C::-:H:-:-IN:-:-:::C~- courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
.and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 

:Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
.27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411:.;..· ----::-:--:------

Retirement Approaching? 
Consider Bisbee. AZ. Hlstoncal, beautiful, ideal eli· 
. mate. low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box S766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603 • 

. (602) 432-511.6 or (602) '432-2994. 

&LASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
·CHRIST, 2700 De Ban Rd. wm contact 
··relatives JJr friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randoiph. Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. · 
EVANRVJJ,LE. IND .. 2205 E. Mo1'~nn Ave .. 
U.S •. 480 RoRt QppnRitt' KooMR'I't. Office 4'T'T· 
12'11. Robby Wad~. Min. 4'T8-4M6. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart WritinR Min
lstryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free broehure. 
-RELICIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee. OK 74801. __ 
'MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ is 
-seeking a. mature Gospel preacher. Must be aualified 
.and experienced in pulpit and personal w~rk. Cour:'sel
lng experience desirable, formal educatiOn reqUired. 
We have full support. Salary Is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN S5901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England. congregat!on In desperate 
need of full time preacher witti outs1de support. Con· 

. gregatlon owns church ·building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxl· 
mately 45. Please apply only If you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
In Pulpit, youth, personal, . or bus work In the Lord's 
kingdom. 1 am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If interested call 417-876-4256. · 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01" 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 
Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 4006S 502-633·5171. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2485. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
V llltiA, ARIZ •• 6l'il W. 28th St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
WANTED-Minister to work with small congregation 
in N.E. Texas. Contact Solon Milton, 214·S68-4363 or 
568-4512. 
For sale-24 solid oak pews, antique design, massive 
carved ends, medium dark finish, 9 to 12 feet long, 
two-inch good foam cushions. 20 solid oak pews, 
slightly curved, graduated lengths 7 to 12 feet, smooth 
ends, medium light finish. Closed communion table, 
matching pulpit, light oak, solidly built. All above 
items in good condition. Church of Christ, Bx 278, 
Chillicothe, Texas 79225 817-852·5286 or 852-5270. 

Evangelist Needed 
Growing congregation of 100+ in need of a second 
minister. Mid-Wisconsin college town. Very active 
campus work with a vision of training men in the . 
ministry to go out. Send resumes to: Dr. Les Lamoureux, 
3010 94th Str. So., Wis. Rapids, Wis. S4494. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1·81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

WANTED 
Older minister who would like to supplement your 
retirement income. Call 1·(515)-236·4975, Church of 
Christ; P.o;- Box 227, Grinnell, lA 50112. 
EVANGELIST NEEDED: Mature, zealous individual 
wanted to work with active growing con~regation with 
programs in busing, personal work, rad1o and news
paper. Desire self-motivator with stronR commitment to 
evangelism, personal work and pulpit preaching. Send 
resume and references to R. l. Prior, RFD No. 2, Box 
108, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463·1817 or 
402/462-4745. . 
EXPERIENCED middle-aged gospel preacher available 
after June 12, 1983. Enjoys personal work. Current ref
erences and resume furnished_ on request. Contact 
Leonard Watts, P.O. Box 576, Deltona, Florida 32728-
0576 or call 30S·574-1712. 

FOR RENT to reliable fam: 6 nn (3 br); 2 bath home 
on ACU "Hill," Abilene. (91S) 673·6471 (Mr. Hutchins' 
off.) or (91S) 672-2782. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST AT DELTA, CO in need of full· 
time preacher, age 25 to SS. For more information 
contact Jack Billington, 1491 Hiway SO, Space 3S, Delta, 
CO 81416. Phone 303·874·3961 or Mike Phillips 303· 
874-7405. 
WE ARE IN NEED OF A CERTIFIED TEACHER to teach 
6th and 7th 'rade, plus work in Physical Education. 
Call Joe Hunmcutt (305) 842·0836 or write 1111Yz 36th 
St., West Palm Beach, FL 33407. 
PREACHER (33, no-~fa:..:m;;.,i;;.;ly:;,.;):..:s~e.;..e,...ks-c-:-h-u-rc-:-h-. ~c=-ra-=d~u~at~e-of 
Memphis School of Preaching. Five years experience in 
located work (70·75). Immediate visit, any length if 
desired. Resume: David A. Rossiter, 1307 Timber Run, 
St. Louis, Mo. 63141. Phone: 314-434·5175. 

THE CHURCH THAT MEETS AT 2nd and Ave. E., Robs· 
town, Texas is looking for a Gospel Preacher, age 62 
or older. We can furnish a nice place to live and 
utilities. The salary Is ~egotiable. Call or write Harvey 
Sullins at 215 Ashburn, Robstown, Texas 78380. Tele
phone 512·387·3261. Week days call after 6:00 p.m. 
MISSIONARY TO SPAIN seeks supporting congregation. 
Fluent In Spanish. Knows needs of the people. Knows 
the land well. Four years experience in Spain. Com
pleting degree at O.C.C. Resume and references avail· 
able. Phone 405·478·3046 or write Kevin Smith, 13900 
·Benson Rd. #208, Edmond, OK 73034. 
ANNOUNCING-NEW CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BEGIN· 
NING IN PHOENIX, AZ., grades K-12, classes begin 
September 6th. This school is a part of the overall 
ministry of the Southwest Church of Christ 3849 W. 
Encanto Blvd., Phoenix, AZ. Academic excellence will 
be sought but our central goal is to further assist our 
homes in truly making disciples of our children as they 
grow to maturity. We have new facilities beginning 
construction to fully serve the various ministries of the 
congregation. Have you thought of moving to Phoenix? 
We invite you to come and be a part of the ·"South
west Family" as we prayerfully -seek to meet the 
cha11enges presented to the. home and the chu·rch by 
our secular, humanistic society. Contact Stan Williams, 
3849 W. En canto Blvd., Phoenix, • AZ 85009. P-hone: 
602-841-S195 or 272-2551.. ·. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an Immediate opening for a· mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc.· Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The · wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and ·days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H • 
Booth or L.· D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863·S530 or write to 
Drawers, Gallup, NM 87301. · 

"URGENT NEED 
FOR CHINA AND "HONG ~·KONG·" 

Great Britain's lease on Hong Kong expires iri 14 years, 1997.·-· . . 

Communist Chir:ta, it appears, will take it over. When this 
happens we will lose our strategic place from·-which to preach_ 
Christ in mainland China. The time ·is short and we must: 

*Strengthen the Christians in Hong Kong and China. 
*Develop, translate and print Bible related materials. 
*Develop more distribution points inside China. 

You can have a part in getting this important work underway. 
by sending only $25.00 to the Mountain View Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 210627, Dallas TX 75211 marked "CHINA 
FU~D." 

*All money contributed will be used for this project. 
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We Thank You Who VIsited Our Booth 
At The Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop! 

AN INDIAN 

BECOMES A COWBOY 
It sounds like a Hollywood script gone wild. a 

Bible epic confused with a western. But this is true. 

The driver of a two-wheeled cart knocked on the 
door of A John Abraham Children 's Home in In
dia, and reported a baby abandoned on the train 
tracks. The newly born boy, naked and blue with 
cold, was rescued by the John Abraham p eople 
fifteen minutes before the next passing train. They 
named him Moses. 

Baby Moses had been all the name he needed 
for five months. Then all of a sudden they named 
him Daniel Ellis Moses Lenz , issued him a passport, 
flew him exactly ha lf-way arou nd the world . and 
placed him in the arms of a Christian mother and 
father . This part of the story was made possible 
with the help of All God's Children Adoption Agen
cy. 

The new father stood there in the airport holding 
his -son of less than three minutes. feeding him a 
bottle . Both mother and fath er stared at Moses. 
both smiling. Then o ne tear formed in the father's 
eye. Then a nother. and another. Moses' mom 
dried his dad 's tears away. As they looked at each 
other. tears from both of the m began to flow in ear
n est. Friends who were watching felt uncomfort
able to be intruding on such a private moment. But 
it was too captivating a scene to turn away. The 
grandfather got to hold Moses, and then the great
grandfa ther. Instant family. 

Moses arrived from India Saturday night , March 
21. 1980. Sunday morning he was in church. His 
mom explained they left Moses in his name be
cause he was a providentia l child. 

Moses' family has five horses. They started 
breaking one the week Moses arrived, to have it 
ready by the time he can ride. H e used to be an 
Indian . That was before he becam e a cowboy. 

There are more would-be pare nts who would 
love to have a baby Moses. The re are little children 
around the world who need parents. "Let my peo
ple go." - John Comer 

(The Lenz family are member5 of the Metro Church of 
Christ fn Phoenix.) 

Moses 

The John Abraham Fund Helps 
Children In Nine Homes In 

India and Pakistan 
~~~ ..... ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
: SPECIAL REPLY : 
f YES , Baxer, I want to save the life and soul of a child. f 

Enclosed is$ 0 Use it anywhere it is needed . 
t 0 I want to educate _African children in your NTONDA t 
t school at $1.00 per month. f 
6 0 I want to support a child on a sustained basis at $22.00 6 
' per month. (I understand I can quit at any time.) ' t Please send me the picture and date . t 
t 0 Send a packet of your publications to t 

Address . I will see that they 
f are distributed to the church. f 
t 0 Send a packet of information to the address below. t 
6 

I will work to try and get my Sunday School class , 
' or Church involved. ' 
f 0 Send me rpore information for my private use. f 
f Name _ ______ ,,ddress _______ t 
f Zip ___ ___ Phone ___ ____ f 
t BAXTER LOE t 

"JOHN ABRAHAM MEMORIAL A 
~ (Your donations are tax deductible) CHRISTIAN RELIEF FUND ' 

BOX 30007 t AMARILLO. TX 79120 t 
t CALL US ~;~ m t 
! COLLECT AT :~~:.~~z~~~~; !&:~:~:,~ ! 
' 806-383-7631 ......... - .. ~ ' 
' ~:::::.: ;:~:.·.-::.,· t4l cou • 

' :::.:.--::: I.QJ '<'~~ ' 
, FOR MORE ·· ···---" ~ECFR~ A 
' .l•,.,u l;l i~E ' f INFORMATION • !o! ~"'""'~ ...... ·'" f 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



FORTY-FIVE MINISTERS FROM TEXAS and seven other states 
attended the second annual Sermon Seminar at the Institute 
for Christbn Studies, conducted under the auspices of the 
University Avenue church in Austin. The two 12-hour days 
wete iilled by Or. Allen 'McNicol and Or. Mike Weed of the 
Institute staff. !Special interest topics were treated by Lanny 
Henninger, Rex Kyker, Bob Hendren, Paul Watson, James 
Thompson and Tony Ash. Women of the University Avenue 
church prepared the \meal being enjoyed here by participants. 
Next year's session is scheduled for •the last week in May. 

Austin, Texas, July 12, f983 
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Intolerance 

The most contemptible thing on earth must be the in
tolerance of those who claim to be Christians toward 
oth.er Christians who may differ with them in their opin
iQns. Bigotry and the exercise of high-handed pressure 
~~~inst those who may differ with our point of view is 
unworthy of the name Christian. Yet this kind of intol
~rance is ·often exercised against preachers in local pui
P.~t~, ~eachers in priv~~e cqlleges, and anyone else who 
may run afoul of those who think themselves to be 
somewhat. 

I 

Jpt~lerance is not a pleasant thing to think about, and 
a~ ~ven less pleasant topic to discuss. It is the stuff that 
ro~~ its .victims of human dignity and puts a ball and 
ch~ir arou~d the ankle of a struggling soul who may be 
doing his best to live as the word of God and his con
science direct him. 

Even the. world condemns gross wickedness. The 
ch~rch ·doesn't have to. Wickedness stands condemned 
at the bar of its own court. Yet we often see church lead
ers .tolerant toward gross sins committed by themselves, 
whale th~y pronounce a ban against someone who re
fuses to goosestep. Blind indeed is he who is blind to 
his own blind spots. 

The dim light pf the church is ~efinitely going out in a 
world of blackness. The inevitable is b~ing ~astened by 
the_ intolerance pf leaders who cannot allow a thought 
c:ontrary to their 9wn. W~ have noticed that most in
!oler.a~t leader~ are really practicing ·the things they are 
·~tolerant about themselves. In their ~lindness they do 
not. ~e~ognize it. This is the problem with most every 
ant1-1sm. 

Imperial l~w i~ the stream of Christianity from Pente
CQst has a 1.90g reco~~ of in humaneness. The Papacy, the 
Inquisition, the Crusades, the witch burners the denomi
national creators, and ~he factionalists wh~ stir up strife 
am9ng brethren-all of them have platted a crown of 
thorns. Many a saint has been martyred by intolerant 
brethren. · 

Many a preacher has been fired because he ran afoul 
of the power structure. The reason for his dismissal 
usually is simply a smoke-screen to hide a more sinister 
personal intolerance on the part of those in power. Why 
aU falsehood to other unchristian practices? Why not 
tell. it like it is? It produces an ugly image of us when 
one is given the c:hoice between bending and being 
broken. 

We are a peculiar people in more ways than one. It 
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seems that among us there has always been an appalling 
.absence of compassion. Sometimes we become worse 
than the jews at straining at gnats and swallowing 
camel~. We develop great gulfs between our people 
over the smallest of non-essentials. We insist that others 
see it my way or else. We have seldom tried to see things 
his way. Intolerance makes dialogue impossible. And so 
we split and sub-split. Would it not be better to let God's 
wrath fall upon the wrongdoer, rather than trying to 
execute him with our own? What we sometimes see in 
the actions of the oppressors is a hundred times more 
obnoxious than the shortcomngs of those who feel their 
wrath. 

It is strange but true that most of our judgments and 
most of our actions originate in our situations and are 
conditioned by our experiences, rather than spring from 
the ingrafting of the word of God. Whoever attempts to 
suppress liberty of conscience in others, and proposes to 
tell them whom among their brethren they can fellow
ship and whom they cannot, has already voted for the 
return .of the inquisition. The devil loves nothing more 
than the . intolerance of Christians toward each other, 
and nothmg does he dread like charity and patience 
exercised by brethren. 

Some would make intolerance the antithesis of com
promise. It is not. Compromise is a good way to come 
together on non-essentials. Opinions will always differ, 
and when power is used to force compliance with one 
opinion you have intolerance. When opinions adjust to 
find a mutually acceptable ground you have com
promise. They are two entirely different things. One is 
oppressive; the other conciliatory. 

Brethren have often wanted to program us into doing 
things like they do and believing things like they believe 
them. We will have none of it. We are not in the tagging 
and labeling business. We have no joy in the develop
ment of minifellowships, and we resent the intolerance 
of those we preach for wanting the privilege of examining 
and passing on us to see if we believe what they believe 
-especially when we have reason to believe that they 
know less about the Bible than we do. The chances of 
teaching such a person anything are absolutely nil. We 
do not feel obligate~ to pass any orthodoxy board of 
examiners. Faith is too precious to be strained through 
some sieves we've heard and read about. Every preacher 
has had this experience. 

When jesus healed the blind man-as soon as he 
could see-11they took him to the Pharisees." 
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The Restoration of Rural Churches 
PAUL E. DOWELL. SR. 

More pronounced among church lead
ers is recognition that the lack of church 
impact upon the local community, re
sulting in slow and even negative growth 
from replenishment with converts, is 
caused by non-involvement of members 
in interpersonal community mission 
work. In 1982, in addressing the cause 
of and solution to this problem in a 
small brochure, "The Restoration of 
Rural Churches," I wrote: 11No doubt 
there are different causes· for problems, 
due to different geographic areas, sizes 
of congregations, socio-economic levels 
of members, etc.-with study, we may be 
surprised if the solutions are more inter
changeable than we had realized, es
peciiilly when examined in the light of 
the scriptures." It then follows that the 
solution, with whatever ways and means 
used, consists once again in enrolling 
the rank and file of members in local 
interpersonal work as practiced in the 
first century. 

A Greater Service 
I wish I could talk face to face with 

every preacher, elder, teacher, and other 
Christian who has interest in a greater 
service than we are now having. To do 
"greater service" one has to go beyond 
ttle mere chores of housekeeping of his 
personal life. A Christian is sometimes 
praised for attending every service, and 
certainly such attendance is required 
when health and emergency circum
stances do not prevent it. 

Four hour-long services each week 
total less than 2 Vz% of total time. let us 
assume that members averaged as much 
(four hours per week) in "greater ser
vice." A church of 500 members would 
give 2,000 hours, the egual of 50 full
time forty-hour-per-week workers; 100 
members give 400 hours equal to 1 0 
workers; and 10 members give 40 hours 
equal to 1 worker. I now work with a 
very small church averaging one full 
time worker to each three members. The 
smaller the church, there is no question, 
the greater the per-member load for 
even modest viable programs. 

In considering "greater service" we 
need to remember that Christian assem
blies are almost always for the Christians' 
own edification and development .. If we 
have established this perspective we can 
more clearly see the role of "greater 
service." In the Gospel Advocate in 1924, 
brother F. B. Srygley, concerning this 
said, "There is little for the congregation 
to do as a congre~ation except to con
gregate and worsf11p God. Tlie greatest 
power in the congregation is the power 
and work of its members, even though 
they are not congregated. The spirituality 
of a church consists of the spirituality of 
its members." 

The Aquila-Priscilla Principle 
The New Testament is largely a book 

of principles and precepts, every one 
somewhere illustrated with an example 
from God's handiwork in either man or 

nature. Examples are there for the Chris
tian to follow as verified by Jesus (John 
13:15), Paul (1 Cor. 10:11 with many 
others), James (James 5:10). Peter (1 
Peter 2:21), and others. 

For Christians, one of the greatest 
examples of "greater service" is that of 
spreading the gospel to those who have 
not heard it (Mark 16:20; luke 9:6; Acts 
8:4; etc.). Without this "greater service" 
the church is not replenished and will 
die. We should never forget: the 
church is a live organism and any live 
organism that does not receive replen
ishment dies. In the first century this 
replenishment was largely carried out 
by families. One of the most impressive 
of these examples is the family of Aquila 
and Priscilla. 

Aquila and Priscilla were two of Paul's 
earliest friends after he began on his 
great work. They were originally in 
Pontus (Acts 18:2, 3), and probably left 
there with the dispersion from that coun
try (1 Peter 1 :11). They had taken up 
their abode in Rome where Aquila en
gaged in his trade of tentmaker (Acts 
18:2). 

About A.D. 49, the Emperor Claudius 
expelled the jews from Rome. Aquila and 
Priscilla eventuallr went to Corinth. It 
was here that Pau met them about A.D. 
52, while on his second missionary 
journey. At Corinth, Paul, Aquila and 
Priscilla abode together and the men 
plied their common trade of tentmaking 
for a year and a half (Acts 18:1-11). 
When Paul left Corinth, Aquila and 
Priscilla went with him as far as Ephesus, 
where they remained while Paul went to 
Antioch, promising to return to them 
at Ephesus (Acts 19:18-22). 

It was during this stay at Ephesus that 
Aquila and Priscilla heard the mighty 
speaker, Apollos, preach the baptism of 
John only. Consequently, they taught 
him the "way of God more perfectly" 
(Acts 19:19-22), that is, that Christ had 
died for the atonement of sins and that 
now baptism for the remission of sins 
could be preached in the place of unto 
remission of sins, as John had preached 
(Acts 18:24-26; Mark 1 :4). 

In the meantime, Paul had begun his 
third missionary journey, having gone 
"over all the country of Galatia and 
Phrygia in order, strengthening all the 
disciples ... and having passed through 
the upper coasts came to Ephesus (Acts 
18:23; 19:1). 

This time Paul remained at Ephesus for 
more than two years (Acts 19:19), proba
bly residing in the home of Aquila and 
Priscilla for it was from Ephesus that he 
wrote the first Corinthian letter. In this 
letter he said, " ... Aquila and Priscilla 
salute you as much in the lord, with the 
church that is in their house" (1 Cor. 
16:19). 

The last we read of this remarkable 
family is in Romans 16. It is thought 
Paul wrote Romans in A.D. 58 from 

Corinth, six years after first meeting 
Aquila and Pnscilla. From this letter we 
know that Aquila and Priscilla were back 
in the city of Rome (Rom. 16:3), and 
again have a "church in their house" 
(Rom. 16:5). The usefulness of this family 
is praised by Paul. They had many experi
ences, some life threatening from his 
statement: ". . . have for my life laid 
down their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all of the 
churches of the Gentiles" (Rom. 16:4). 

The family of Aquila and Priscilla were, 
in the full sense, a missionary family. 
Such families were indispensable both in 
spreading the gospel themselves and in 
supporting the apostles in doing the 
same. They fit perfectly the mold of 
those of whom it is said regarding the 
dispersion, ". . . went everywhere 
preaching the gospel" (Acts 8:4). They, 
like Paul in Corinth, worked "with their 
own hands" to support both themselves 
and their compamons (1 Cor. 4:12). We 
rest assured that they went to Ephesus 
with Paul as. a missionary family. Had it 
been for economic reasons, they would 
have stayed in Corinth, the ideal city in 
which to ply Aquila's trade of tent
making. 

Why did they stay in Ephesus while 
Paul went to strengthen the churches in 
"the upper coasts"? Again the context 
and the1r actions give the reason. We 
know know that the Ephesians needed 
more teaching (Acts 19:2, 8, 10), as did 
also they that dwelt in Asia (Acts 19:10). 
We do not know who, besides Apollos 
(Acts 18:24-26), were taught directly by 
Aquila and Priscilla. We l<now that Paul 
was at Ephesus for two years, teaching 
and baptizing again those who knew only 
the baptism or John (Acts 19:3-5), and 
taught in the school of Tyrannus until 
". . . all they that dwelt in Asia heard 
the word of the lord, both jews and 
Greeks." It goes without saying that 
Aquila and Priscilla were by Paul's side 
teaching and supporting him and the 
spread of the gospel and those who 
obered it. The praise given to them by 
Pau (Rom. 16:4), and their work as 
revealed in Acts 18 and 19 testifies to 
the substantial part they had in these 
mission fields. 

That there were many Aquila and 
Priscilla families in the first century is 
evident from the innumerable greetings, 
and other mention, of Christian fellow 
workers, in the mission work accounts 
of Paul and other writers. Paul's account 
in 1 Corinthians 9:5 pictures the other 
apostles and other disciples as having 
families on the move with them in mis
sionary work. All of Paul's letters men
tion these missionary families. For in
stance Romans 16, (the last chapter) 
mentions seven individuals and one 
church as sending greetings to 30 
designated individuals and six groups 
(churches, households, and saints), a to
tal involvement of individuals of 37 and 
seven groups. What a brotherhood there 
must have been in the first century! 

It seems strange that this missionary 
form of "greater service" is almost non
existent today except for those who are 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The importance of 

The Lord's Supper 
RAYMOND C. 'KELCY 

To those who are accustomed to mea
suring the worth of a thing by the stan
dard· of worldly wisdom, the Lord's Sup
per does not command any respect. In 
fact, it is a stumbling-block to them. 
However, there are also many devoutly 
religious P.eople who do not attach much 
Importance to the Lord's Supper and to 
whom it is not very meaningful. They do 
not object to the memorial feast and they 
do not object to its being partaken of on 
occasions, but it does not occupy a very 
important place in their thinking. To 
them it is a practice in which a Christian 
may or may not participate. 

There are ~ood reasons for believing 
that the Lord s Supper is important, that 
it is more than a mere optional form. We 
propose to examine those reasons. 

Originated in the Mind of Christ 
Who could say that anything having 

its origin in the mind of Christ is insignif
icant or unimportant? We may be sure 
that an institution which came from him 
who was God manifested in the flesh is 
significant and worthy of our respect and 
consideration. No one ever thought of 
the Lord's Supper until jesus spoke of it. 
All three of the synoptic writers tell in 
detail of the proceedings on that memo
rable night. "Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave to the 
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; for this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:26-
28). 

Jesus, approaching the cross, calls his 
disciples together and says to them, "Do 
this." This was one of the last things he 
told them to do before he laid down his 
life for them. Surely it was something he 
wanted his disciples to do. In the midst 
of such trying hours he would not have 
spent such precious time in talking about 
something which was trivial. The fact that 
he introduced the matter at this particu
lar time and that the three writers, in
spired by the Holy Spirit, went into such 
detail as they relate the incident should 
weigh upon our minds. It shows the 
g_ravity and the importance of the occa
Sion and the events connected with it. 
Certainly, the Holy Spirit did not have 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke record in such· 
detail. an incident which was without 
importance. 

"for this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments: and his ·com
mandments are not grievous" (I John 
5:3). As we contemplate this statement 
in connection with the observance of the 
Lord's Supper, we must be impressed 
with the fact that those who love the 
Lord will consider partaking of the bread 

4 [472] 

and the cup a great privilege. Meeting 
around the table with those of kindred 
spirits will be a delightful experience 
which the Christian can anticipate with 
pleasure. For those who worship from 
hearts of love this will never be con
sidered a hard and grievous duty. 

Specially Revealed to Paul 
Speaking of Christ's appearance to 

·him, Paul said, "And last of all he was 
seen of me also, as of one born out of 
due time" (1 Cor. 15:8). Paul was not one 
of the twelve. He had not associated 
with the Lord while he was on the earth. 
Paul had not been present at the time 
the Lord's Supper was instituted. How
ever, later, after Christ made Paul a spe
cial apostle, he revealed to him the de
tails of that great night. Writing to the 
Corinthians, Paul said: "For I have re
ceived of the lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the lord jesus 
the same night in which he was betrayed 
took bread" (1 'Cor. 11 :23). Paul then 
proceeds to delineate the other details 
relating to the institution of the lord's 
Supper. 

Again, we must be impressed with the 
importance of this memorial feast. It was 
not God's intention that Matthew, Mark, 
and luke narrate the events connected 
with it and that it then be forgotten. By 
the Holy Spirit it was revealed to Paul in 
order that he might instruct the churches 
concerning its observance. In this Corin
thian letter we see a large section devot
ed to a discussion of the lord's Supper. It 
does not seem reasonable that the lord 
would have given this special revelation 
to Paul, and that such a large section of 
the New Testament would have been 
occupied with the lord's Supper if it had 
!lot been considered by the lord to be 
Important. 

Observed by the Early Christians 
The early disciples took seriously the 

~ommand to eat the lord's Supper, and 
m the very chapter that records the 
establishinR of the church we read that 
"they continued stedfastly in the apos
tles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 
2:42). Again, in another place we read 
that "upon the first day of the week 
when the disciples came together t~ 
break bread, Paul preached unto them" 
(Acts 20:7). The wording of this state
ment indicates that meeting on the first 
day of the week to break bread was the 
customary thing to do. The early Chris
~ians considered this to be something of 
1mportanc~. T~ey were worshiping un
der the d1rect1on of men who were in
spired by the Spirit, and they were led 
into doing that which the lord desired 
them to do. 

Consequences of Improper Observance 
Much of Paul's discussion in the Corin

thian letter is devoted to a criticism of 
the way the Corinthians were observing 
the lord's Supper. They were profaning 
the sacred, eating in an unworthy man
ner. This caused Paul to say: "Where
fore, whosoever shall eat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the lord".(1 Cor.11:27). What a terrible 
thing to contemplate! Guilty of the body 
and blood of Christ! Furthermore, "He 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to him
self, not discerning the lord's body" (v. 
2). Surely, such dire consequences would 
not follow the improper observance of 
!his feast if it were not a matter of great 
1mportance. 

Another consequence: "For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep" (v. 30). Many of these 
Corinthian church members were spiri
tually pale and anemic. Many were 
asleep and inactive. Why? "For this 
cause." For which cause? It takes only an 
instant to see that Paul is saying it was 
due to their forgetting the meaning and 
significance of the Lord's Supper and 
their failure to observe it properly. 

The Event Commemorated 
"This do in remembrance of me" (1 

Cor. 11 :24). "For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
lord's death till he come" (v. 26). The 
lord's Supper sets before the world the 
great and basic facts of our faith. When 
we preach, Christ is proclaimed in word; 
in the lord's Supper he is proclaimed in 
symbol. This is one way all can proclaim 
the death of the Savior. It is a method 
available to every Christian, and it speaks 
a universal language. Those who have 
observed the lord's Supper with Chris
tians of other languages tell us that, even 
through the language barrier exists, there 
is a kindred feeling and a tie that binds 
them together in understanding. 

To those who do not appreciate the 
death of Christ, the bread and the fruit 
of the vine are meaningless objects. But 
they are precious to those who under
stand their meaning. There is, of course, 
no intrinsic worth or merit in material 
bread and grape juice. But because Christ 
has designated these as memorials of his 
body and his blood, the proper obser
vance of the lord's Supper inspires us 
and makes us more consecrated. There 
are many monuments in this great land 
of ours before which we stand with a 
feeling of respect and gratitude, not be
cause of the monuments themselves, but 
because of the men or the events which 
they commemorate. And if these monu
ments are important because of the his
torical event and because of the feelings 
of patriotism which they enkindle in our 
hearts, how much more important is the 
lord's Supper which is a memorial of 
the death of our blessed lord! That 
which celebrates such a great and mean
ingful event cannot itself be insignificant 
to the child of God. 
Oklahoma Christian College, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73111 
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As our hearts pour out thanksgiving, 
they become purer and keep in place an 
acknowledgement of our proper rela
tionship before God. It's very important 
that we humble ourselves. In 1 Peter 5: 
6-10, the apostle says. 

Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that in due 
time he may exalt you. Cast all your 
anxieties on him, for he cares for you. 
Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary, 
the devil, prowls around like a roaring 
lion seeking someone to devour. Resist 
him, firm in your faith, knowin~ that 
the same experience of suffenng is 
required of your brotherhood through
out the world. And after you have suf
fered a little while, tfie God of all 
grace who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ will himself restore, 
establish, and strengthen you. To him 
be the dominion -forever and ever, 
Amen. 
It's quite interesting that in Peter's 

writing to believers about suffering, he 
weaves in the exhortation as to how they 
are to view their suffering. He urges 
them to see suffering as an opportunity 
and perhaps even as a gift of God to 
purify their faith. They should be intent, 
therefore, to maintain a humble mind 
before the Father. He says this more 
than once. 

In chapter 4, he indicates that the end 
time is coming. He exhorts them to the 
kind of work they are to be doing while 
they are living in the midst of a people 
who are unaware that the end is com
ing. He encourages them to receive the 
gifts of God given them and employ 
them for one another as good stewards 
of God's varied grace. He says, 

If anyone speaks, he should do it as 
one speaking the very words of .God. 
If anyone serves, he should do it with 
all the strength God provides, so that 
in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power forever and ever. 
Amen (v. 10). 
To be consistent with the gospel of 

Christ, vou should be told over and over 
again that God really loves you. I'm not 
trying to soothe you. However, I don't 
know how you would live-1 don't know 
how I would live-without daily re
affirming that God loves us. 

Most people who worship God wor
ship with something of the spirit that 
Job had. He said, 11Naked came I from 
my mother's womb, and naked I will 
return." He went on to say, 11The lord 
gave, and the lord has taken away. 
Blessed be the name of the lord." He 
says that quite early in the story. A lot 
happens later, but I don't know that Job 
ever sees any more clearly than he sees 
when he says that. We come in with 
nothing. Don't think of robes and cattle. 
Think of clean slates. We come into the 
world as clean slates upon which many 
people will write. Aren't you grateful that 
someone wrote the gospel of Christ on 
your slate? Oh, for the ability to envision 
what it is like outside the kindom so 
that we wou\d \ove our God for having 
delivered us and translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear son! Then we could 

Praise God 
with 

Thanksgiving 
RANDY ·BECTON 

praise him a little bit more for his good
ness. 

We are trying to learn what is pleasing 
to the lord, as Paul write in Ephesians 
5:10. We are searchin~. We want to be 
honest. But honesty 1s not our God. 
Jehovah God is our God. We want to be 
faithful. We want to share our experi
ences. Because experience allows us to 
sharpen the application of the word of 
God. 

It is time for us to consider some 
things about rraising God. First of all, 
Peter and Pau continually point people 
to the Christian life~style by showmg 
them a clearer picture of God as a mo
tivation. The drawing power of our Fa
ther is himself, not his gifts. His gifts 
verify him as the constant giver of all 
good gifts to his creation. And as Peter 
and Paul and John and others show us 
how to live, they continually tell us God 
is to be praised for the gift of life that we 
are privileged to live. 

This privilege rules out once and for all 
any burden in the Christian walk. It casts 
the Christian walk in the total perspec
tive of joy and truth and wholeness, of 
anticipation, of determination in the 
security and love which God brings. You 
don't carry your burdens by yourself. 

In one sense, we are responsible as 
Christians. Christians face reality. Chris
tians are not those who worship illu
sions. So, in one sense, we carry our 
burdens. In another sense, we carry one 
another's burdens. But in the final sense, 
God carries all the burdens, because 
once and for. all in Jesus Christ a new day 
dawned, a turn was taken. 

You have never turned· back, I trust. 
Maybe you have stopped and wondered 
if you were alive or not. Maybe you have 
turned back temporarily in your emo
tions. Maybe you have had periods in 
your life when ,ou felt like you were a 
reluctant disciple, a silent disciple, per
haps not even a disciple! 

But God stakes our salvation on his
tory, not on the emotional roller coaster 
of our feelings. History will remind me, 
if I keep the memory fresh, of the day 
and hour that I accepted the noodness 
and grace of God in bapt1sm. He, 
through his own method and by his own 
way, lifted his mighty hand and forgave 
me and made me a child of his. 

I walk as a child, sometimes childishly, 
sometimes immaturely. On some occa
sions, there is a certain amount of ma
turity that comes about as one becomes 
seasoned in thought and practice. But 
there are also slips, deliberate and other
wise. Thank God he's gracious! 

He gives another day, and every day is 

a new beginning. With every sunrise God 
gives you a new day. And it is all new. 
But you know there 1s one thing that did 
not change, as the night turned into the 
day: You are a child of God as you rest 
at night, and you are a child of God as 
you arise in the day. 

The steps that you will take that day 
are new steps. The degree of faithfulness 
you will manifest that day will be new 
steps on the sand that has been blown 
beautifully clean during the night by the 
wind. Steps never taken before. Follow
ing no one's footsteps except Jesus. look
ing only into the face of the Christ. But 
doing it by the power which God him
self supplies. Consider the following 
verse, 

And that I cause in my heart the 
tremendous welling up of tremendous 
thanksgiving and joy. If anyone serves, 
he should do it with the strength which 
God supplies. So that in all tnings God 
may be pr.aised through jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory and the power 
forever and ever. (1 Peter 4:11) 
Do you praise God with your life? In 

the abundant outflowing of the heart of 
praise is our appropriate response to 
God. Don't some of us need to unlock 
our hearts a little more? Don't some of 
us need to say, 11Thank you, God," and 
not limit it to a table over a sandwich? 
And not box it up there and throw away 
the key? 

If we have anything to say, it's that we 
have been delivered! If we have any
thing to say, it's about the God of stead
fast Jove who has done good to his crea
tion. If we have anything to say, it's to 
tell the story that God has salvation 

· history in mind for every one of us 
through the cross of Jesus. That's fan
tastic, terrific good news. If we have any
thing to say, it can only be said in praise 
and thanksgiving! And so, praise God 
and thank him! 

Praise is not headless, but it is cer
tainly not heartless, either. So I say, 
let's base our religion upon the concrete 
reality of the nature of God. And the only 
proper response that any follower of his 
ever gave was to praise him by how his 
life was lived. In the Old Testament 
there is a careful warning: You who 
make vows unto God, pay God your 
vows. I think that warning is a warning 
to us today. 

The beautiful balance of a praise
worthy life is that it results in obedience. 
It's not afraid of the word obedience. In 
fact, obedience is the harness that fits 
comfortably. Obedience is the yoke of 
jesus Christ, and we wear it. We wear it 
gladly, being trained by it and changed 
oy it. And so our praise does not result 
in looseness. 

God's gift allows us to serve others so 
that God himself may be praised. He is 
the supplier of the gift. He is to receive 
the praise. There is no gift that is unim
portant. Everyone is needed in order that 
God's grace be administrated in its vari
ous forms. And that is why we do what 
we do. 

If you take any stance in life, take the 
stance that everything received is a gift 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Role of the Spirit in Baptism 
jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee, Except one be born of 
water· and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God (John 3:5). 

All who desire entrance into the king-
dom of God-his church-must do so 
on God's terms. The importance of faith 
in Christ, repentance of our former life
style confession of our trust in Christ 
and baptism (immersion) in water for the 
forgiveness of sins has all been greatly 
stressed by faithful Christians-and right
ly so-for one to enter God's kingdom. 
However, whether due to false denomi
national teaching or lack of biblical un
derstanding of the Holy Spirit, many in 
the Lord's church have failed to teach 
the Spirit's role in Christian baptism. 
This is very unfortunate, .for there are 
many New Testament passages which 
discuss the Spirit's role 10 baptism. 

Let us beg1n by considering John the 
Baptist's comments regarding the bap
tism of Jesus. john became very popular 
among the people and soon they began 
to wonder if he was the Christ (Matt. 
3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-9; John 
1 :19-34). john affirmed that he was not 
the Christ but merely the one who would 
make ready the way of the Lord. The 
people then asked why he baptized if 
he was not the Christ. (John 1 :25). John 
answered by emphasizing the contrast 
between his and the Ctirist's baptism. 
While both are in water unto repentance 
and for the remission of sins, the Christ 
shall baptize in the Holy Spirit and in 
fire. John does not give any details about 
the Christ baptizing in the Holy Spirit, 
but he does emphasize that it is what 
differentiates his baptism and · the 
Christ's. He does explain, however, the 
baptism in fire to be one of judgment. 
Note also how John says it is Jesus who 
does the baptizing (John 1 :33) and not 
the Holy Spirit. It is jesus who baptizes 
in the Holy Spirit (dative case), not a 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Aft~r his resurrection Jesus reminded 
the twelve of the difference between hIs 
and John's baptism (Acts 1 :4 5). He 
promised them that they would be bap
tized in the Holy Spirit in a few days, 
which happened on the day of Pente
cost (2:1-4). Peter identifies this as being 
what was prophesied by Joel and prom
ised by the Father (2:33; d. 1:4, 5). 
However, he does not say that the prom
ise of the Holy Spirit was limited only to 
the twelve. He tells the multitude to 
repent and be baptized in the name of 
jesus ·Christ unto the remission of their 
sins and to receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 11For to you is the promise (d. 1 :4, 
5; 2:33), and ·to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shalf call unto him" (2:39). 

Just as jesus assured the twelve that 
they would be baptized in the Spirit, 
Peter assures us that upon repentance 
and baptism we will receive the remis-

6 (474) 

CHARLES DORSEY 

sion of sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The reception by the twelve and 
all who are baptized into Christ is that 
of the same Spirit; however, the miracu
lous sign of tongues that accompanied 
the twelve's reception, i.e. as the Spirit 
Have them utterance, is not the promise 
Itself. While all who are baptized are 
promised reception of the Spirit (Acts 
2:38, 39), in Acts there are special occa
sions where miraculous signs accompany 
the reception (Acts 2:4, 8:14-17; 10:44-
48; 19: 1-7), These occasions are special 
because they showed the Jewish apostles 
that all men are eligible to enter the 
kingdom of God, whether Samaritan, 
Gentile or followers· of John the Bap
tist. Thus these occasions are not the 
norm for the way all Christians receive 
the Spirit. Peter affirms that all who are 
baptized receive the Spirit at this time. 

In 1 Corinthians Paul connects the 
Spirit with Christian baptism in two pas
sages. In 6:11 he says that we are washed, 
santifled and justified 11in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and In the Sp,irit of 
our God." Later In 12:13 he says, 'For In 
one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
body, whether jew or Greeks, whether 
bond or free; and were all made to drink 
of one Spirit." In the first passage Paul 
reminds the Corinthians that their former 
life styles would hinder their entrance 
Into the kingdom of God, but because 
they were washed, sanctified and justl· 
fied in the name of Jesus and In the 
Spirit, entrance was now possible for 
them. 

In chapter 12 Paul discusses how all 
Christians, though having different ~ifts 
or abilities, are united In their relation
ship to one another-they were all bap· 
tized in one Spirit Into one body, the 
church. 

In Titus Paul explains that God saved 
us "through the. washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, which 
he poured out upon us richly, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour" (3:5, 6). Here 
is a dear statement by Paul affirming 
that the Holy Spirit plays an Important 
role in our salvation. The use of the 
genitive "through" or "by" (Gk., dla) 
suggests that the Spirit then is the agent 
through whom God renews man. Just as 
the washing (i.e. baptism) is the agent 
through which God regenerates man. 
This is in harmony with Jesus' statement, 
"Except one be born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God." 

It is evident from the New Testament 
that baptism is not an act we perform 
to save ourselves. God is the one who 
saves us. In baptism we are buried with 
Christ into death (i.e. we die to sin) and 

are raised like Jesus was to walk in new
ness of life (Rom. 6:1-6). The newness of 
life we now have has been given to us by 
God through the Holy Spirit. This does 
not mean. that our salvation was given to 
us without obedience on our part. Paul 
states that our salvation comes after hear
ing the word of truth, the gospel, and 
believing that message-actively trusting 
God's command to repent and be bap
tized (Acts 2:38)-then we are 11Sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is 
an earnest of our inheritance, unto the 
redemption of God's own possession" 
(Eph. 1:13, 14; d. 2 Cor. 1 :22). 

The Holy Spirit does not cease his 
activity after giving us newness of life 
at baptism. Numerous passages indicate 
his indwelling the body of Christ corpo
rately and in Christians Individually. In 
1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 Paul tells the 
Corinthians not to destroy the temple of 
God (the church) by dividing it, because 
the Spirit dwells in the church. Paul simi
larly tells the E~hesians that they as the 
church are a holy temple in the Lord for 
a habitation of God 1n the Spirit (Eph. 
2:21, 22). 

In Romans 8:9-11 the Spirit is said to 
dwell in us as Christians individually to 
give life to our mortal bodies. It is the 
Spirit dwelling In us that offers us moti
vation to flee fornication, because we 
should not want the Spirit in us to be 
joined to a harlot (1 Cor. 6:16-20). The 
Spirit's renewing ability also strengthens 
us with power in the inward man to root 
and ground us in love (Eph. 3:14-19; d. 
Rom. 5:5). After we have died to the 
deeds of the body we shall have life by 
the Spirit and the Spirit will continue to 
bear witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God (Rom. 8:12-17). The 
Spirit's indwelling Is a pledge (Gk. arra
bon, guarantee or down payment) that 
full payment of our eternal inheritance 
will be made If we remain faithful to the 
end (Eph. 1 :14; 2 Cor. 1 :22; 5:5). It is 
also in this sense that we have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, while we patiently en
dure the sufferings of this life, waiting for 
the final redemption at Christ's coming 
(Rom. 8:18-30). 

While Paul maintains there is only one 
baptism (Eph. 4:5) this does not mean 
that we must choose between water and 
Spirit baptism. From the discussion above 
it is evident that Jesus, Paul and Peter 
viewed baptism as one act that not only 
washed away our sins but also through 
the Holy Spirit gave us newness of life. 
Accordingly, then, when one is properly 
baptized he wflf confidently know that 
God has saved him by washing away 
his sins and given him a new life by the 
Spirit with which to serve God. The 
choice Is still ours as to whether we will 
continue to walk in that new life or re
turn to our former sinful way of life. 

3991 Vernon, Memphis, TN 38122. 
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The New Testament Church (12) 
JERRY HARVILL 

WHICH WAY FROM HEREt (2) 

The church has gotten bad press in modern times. From 
both within and without she has had to face detractors. Yet, 
the fact remains that Christ 11loved the Church and gave him
self up for her" (Eph. 5:25), and what has cost heaven so much 
ought never to be taken lightly by men. Not criticism there
fore, but sacrifice is what is needed today. 

Some of the modern criticism stems from the church's dif
ficulty in maintaining a consistent mission and message in a 
world of rapid change. Some appear to recommend as a solu
tion the wholesale abandonment of our past, while others 
want nothing but the past, wishing to turn back to a period 
when positions were clearcut and debates conveniently tar
geted our foes. 

What do we make of all this? Where do we go from here? 
It has already been pointed out that the church's mission 

is inherent in her nature, and if we would know our future 
direction and strategy we must re-think the meaning of our 
sonship. Not modernity but forgetting who we are is what 
threatens us today. 

Retrosped 

The fact that unique historical events make up the core of 
Christianity (1 Cor. 15:1-5) means that retrospection is built 
into the· consciousness of tfTe church. looking back Is the 
preparation for looking ahead. . 

fn looking back to the seven New Testament congregations 
at (1) Jerusalem, (2) Antioch, (3) Corinth, (4) Galatia, (5) Colos
sae, (6) Thessalonlca, and (7) Philippi, certain general im
pressions can be distilled which help us plot our own future 
course. 

Roots 

We have previously mentioned the importance of respect
ing both the ~ni~y and the diversity discernible among New 
Testament churches. But there are other factors which also 
need our attention. 

(2) There were weaknesses/problems in the New Testa
ment church. Although transparently obvious, this fact is for
gotten by idealists who persist in fantasizing about the 11first 
century church," as if by restoring it we would restore ~erfec
tion. The truth is, first-century Christians were flawed JUSt as 
Christians are today. And first-century churches from Jerusa
lem to Rome had their feet of clay, too. 

We need to remember this because it dispels the notion 
that brotherhood problems are a modern curse. Problems 
have plagued the church from the beginning (d. Acts 5), ~nd 
therefore, our present struggles are not reasons for optmg 

out, but manifestations of our constant nemesis, viz., our 
own humanness. 

However, recognition of the c~ntinuity of human weak
ness is neither a counsel for despair nor a license for Indif
ference. But it ought to remind us that our model for replica
tion is not an era-whether the first century or the 19th
but a Person and the truth he incarnates. True, the church 
today is one family with the people of God in the first cen
tury, but our calling as well as theirs is not to recreate "period 
plays," but to have In us "the mind of Christ" (Phil. 2:1-11). If 
brothers fail in this, whether in the first century or today, 
grace demands that we respond compassionately and help
fully (Gal. 6:1, 2), but we are under bondage to no one to 
reproduce their failures. 

Let us recognize that there is NO perfection outside of the 
person of Jesus Christ, only imperfect approximations. And the 
sooner we lock our attention on him, where it belongs (Heb. 
12:2), the sooner we will discover the true "pattern" for the 
church today. 

(3) The New Testament church thrived under heavy cultural 
pressures. Sometimes we talk as if modern obstacles and hos
tilities are a new threat to the church. We view contemporary 
secularism and moral decay as reasons for our slow-down 
instead of incentives for aggressive evangelism. 

But one thing that is clear from surveying New Testam~nt 
congregations is that hostile environments have always e~lst
ed. 1 am struck by the 11pornographic" society In anc1ent 
Corinth in which commercialized sex was commonplace
just like today. Prejudice-even within the church-was as 
real in ancient Jerusalem and Asia Minor as anywhere in the 
South today. Furthermore, the pressure to "modernize" Christ, 
bringing him Into line with current speculations, was as power
ful in first-century Colossae as in any academic circles today. 

Culture has aJways sought to engulf Christianity, and it al
ways will. The story of the people of God in both Testaments 
a~ well as today, is the story of the battle against the cultural 
assimilation of revealed truth: Will truth change culture or 
will culture dilute truth? This is the ongoing struggle to de
termine whether the church will be conformed to the world 
or be transformed by her lord. 

But the point is, pressure and struggle are neither new nor 
to be escaped. In fact, Scripture makes it plain "that through 
many tribulations (thlipsis, "pressure") we must enter the 
kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). Therefore, it is not escape but 
victory which is the role of the New Testament church in the 
world (Rom. 12:14-21). (To be Continued) 
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God Geometrizes! 
The story is told of a skeptic, an ag

nostic, who didn't think there was a 
God. But one day, his observations of 
creation and natural design shattered his 
theory. This is what he wrote: 

I was perusing one of the academi
cian's most starry dreams. It laid fast hold 
on my fancy, without exciting my faith. 
I wept to think it could not be true. At 
length I came to that startling sentence, 
'God geometrizes.' (In other words~ God 
makes things in order.) 'Vain reverie!' I 
exclaimed, as I cast the volume at my 
feet. It fell close by a beautiful little 
flower, that looked fresh and bright as 
if it had just fallen from the bosom of 

·a rainbow. I broke it from its silvery stem, 
and began to examine its structure. Its 
stamens were five in number; its calyx 
had five parts; its delicate coral base, 
five, parting with rays, expanding like the 
rays of a Texas star. The combination of 
five in the same blossom appeared to me 
very singular. I had never thought on 
such a subject before. The last sentence 
I had just read in the page of the pupil 
of Socrates was ringing in my ears
'God geometrizes.' 

There was the text, written long cen
turies ago; and here this little flower, in 
the remote wilderness of the West, fur
nished the commentary. 

There suddenly passed, as it were, be
fore my eyes a faint flash of light-1 felt 
my heart leap in my bosom. Tile enigma 
of the universe was opened. Swift as 
thought, I calculated the chances against 
the production of those three equations 
of five in only one flower, by any prin
ciple devoid of reason to perceive num-

Pecking Problems 
Years ago springtime meant buying 

our baby chickS and getting ready for the 
pretty weather. We could order them 
through the mail for less than $10 a 
hundred, and in the spring the post office 
would be filled with a chorus of chirping 
chicks as hundreds of the tiny creatures 
waited in mailing cartons for their new 
own(i!rs to pick them up at the postal 
service windows. 

The little things were kept indoors 
sometimes two or three weeks until the 
weather warmed up. Those are happy 
childhood memories-the cuddly little 
chicks, the chick feed ("starter mash") in 
bright cotton sacks that later could be 
used for making dresses and aprons, and 
the hopes of a fine flock of fryers for 
meat and pullets for eggs. . 

But there was also a thing disturbing 
to a little child. If one of the chicks ever 
got the slightest in,·ury, a little "blood 
spot" on him, al the other chicks 
would pass by and peck at him until they 
pecked him to death. If the little injured 
chick was not quickly rescued and iso
lated, he was doomed. 

How many people have been de
stroyed by some minor problem, real or 
imagined, that others would not forgive 
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ber. I found that there were 125 chances 
against such a supposition. I extended 
the calculations to two flowers by squar
ing the sums last mentioned. The chances 
amounted to the large sum of 15,625. 

I cast my eyes around the forest: the 
old woods were literally alive with those 
golden blooms, where countless bees 
were humming, and butterflies sipping 
honey-dews. I will not attempt to de
scribe my feelings. My soul became a 
tumult of radiant thoughts. I took up my 
beloved Plato from the grass, where I 
had tossed him in a fit of despair. Again 
and again I pressed him to my bosom, 
with a clasp tender as a mother's around 
the neck of her sleeping child. I kissed 
the book and the blossom alternately, 
bedewing them both with tears of joy. 
In my wild enthusiasm I called to the 
little birds on the green boughs, trilling 
their cheery farewells to departing day
'Sing on, sunny birds; sing on, sweet 
minstrels! lo! Ye and I have a God.' 
("God-How to Know and Glorify Him," 
John MacArthur, Jr. p.11.) 

The order of the universe speaks of 
God's creative power. Even a little flow
er can unlock the key to the universe! 
David, the psalmist, wrote, "Tfie heavens 
are telling of the glory of God; and their 
expanse is declaring the work of his 
hands. Day to Day pours forth speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
their voice is not heard" (Ps. 19:1-3). 
God puts the knowledge of his existence 
in all of his creation. Therefore, man is 
without excuse! 
Box 323, Plano, TX 75074 
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or ignore? How often is gossip compar
able to that mortal injury inflicted by 
pecking chicks? 

Poultry men call this pecking phenom
enon "cannibalism." What an appro
priate name! The apostle Paul wrote to 
the Galatians, "But if ye bite and devour 
one another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another." 

One of the most difficult tasks for a 
Christian who has been overtaken in a 
fault may be to face brethren who enjoy 
pecking at a blood spot without mercy. 
One can be very suspicious of a pro
fessed Christianity that is cruel. Love cov
ers a multitude of sins. The thoughtful 
Christian is not out for anyone's blood. 
When he sees another suffering, his first 
thought is to show mercy and rardon. 

God help us all to be mercifu to the 
injured, the burdened, the oppressed. A 
cruel, cold world contributes to their 
loneliness and suffering, but those who 
are spiritual restore sucn a one in a spirit 
of meekness, looking to themselves lest 
they also be tempted. They help to bear 
the burdens of others and, in so doing, 
they fulfill the law of Christ. 

The world already is overstocked with 
blood-letters. The genuine Christian is 

Thermometer or Thermostat? 
EDWIN MYERS 

I remember once hearing Alan Bryan 
speak to a group of Christians regarding 
responsibility. He spoke of how we 
should be keenly aware of who we are 
and what we are. He got my attention 
when he asked this question: "As a 
Christian, are you a thermometer or a 
thermostat?" 

What? A thermometer or thermostat! 
What a question. You see a thermometer 
exists as a convenience to people who 
want the limited service it can provide. 
Some Christians are like a thermometer. 
They do not control anything, do not 
change anything; they merely exist to 
provide a limited service as a conveni
ence to others. These people are affected 
by what happens. Like a thermometer, 
what happens shows in their faces. But 
like a thermometer, they do not do any
thing about what happens. 

Other Christians are like a thermostat: 
constantly alert to what happens and 
doing whatever is required to adjust con
ditions according to it. A thermostat man
ages its environment to meet changed 
conditions. Moreover, a thermostat is in 
control. It does not accept conditions 
which are contrary to its objective, but 
acts instantly to change them to comply 
with its plan. A thermometer exists; a 
thermostat controls. 

What kind of a Christian are you? As 
you view yourself as a member of the 
church, how would you classify yourself? 
Are you a thermometer or tliermostat? 
Do you gauge the activities of the church 
and record them as "good" or "bad " 
"success" or "failure"? Why don't you t~ 
being one who makes things happen, ac
cording to the plan which God has for 
your life. Why not be in control? 

It's an exciting life for those who sur
render to the Lord Jesus Christ and allow 
him to work through them for his glory 
and to the salvation of souls. That's what 
it's really all about. 

Don't be satisfied with just sitting 
around watching what happens (like a 
thermometer). Go out and make things 
happen (like a thermostat). jesus said, 
"Go •. , and I will be with you." What
ever it is you feel you can do in the 
church-DO IT! The lord will help you, 

· and he will bless your life like never 
before. 

Paul wanted us to realize the power 
we have so he wrote, "Unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto him be 
glory in the church ... " It's exciting to 
be a part of: A growing church for a 
coming Lord. 

Box 66, Rogers, AR 72756 

busy seeking ways to do good to a\\ men, 
especially to those of the household of 
the faith. Such are blessed because they 
are merciful, and they shall obtain mercy 
from God. 
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JOHN W. ·FRANKLIN 

To fear God and keep his commandments is our duty in 
every period of life; as we advance in years, a different char
acter is required. The things of this world tend to be of less 
Importance. All of us hope to reach old age. This, then, should 
be of interest to us all. We shall treat this subject under three 
main topics: First, we offer some counsels; secondly, duties 
that we ought to practice; and thirdly, consolations we may 
enjoy. 

Some Suggestions for the Aging 
In the younger stages of our journey, hope continued to 

flatter us with many a fair and enticing prospect. As old age 
increases, those pleasing illusions vanish. It is good that as we 
grow older the attachment to the world should be loosened. 
All the seasons of life have their many trials allotted to them. 
To bear the infirmities of age with becoming patience is a 
duty just as much as is that of youth to resist temptations of 
youthful pleasures. May we ever guard against the idea that 
all things are rushing fast into ruin. 

The lord has assured us that he will be with us all the way. 
It is only right that we should keep free from the dread of an 
uncertain future. This would kill the enjoyment of the present. 
May we never become insensitive to the needs and sorrows of 
others. He who continues to "walk uprightly" shall continue 
to walk surely. 

Some of the Dutieslof the Aging 
First, we mention a timely retreat from the world. In old 

age, all the motives of eager pursuit diminish. It would then 
be wise to cease a good portion of worldly employment. 
Having borne your share of the heat and labor of the day, 
let the evening of life be passed in the cool and quiet shade. 
We do not mean a complete abstraction from the world. This 
would leave a vacancy which we cannot fill up. 

It is wise and necessary for the aging to quit the pursuit of 
such pleasures as are unsuitable to their years. Cheerfulness 
in old age is graceful. There is a difference in cheerfulness of 
age and the levity of youth. Ease, safety, and respect are the 
proper enjoyments of age. 

The aging should study to be useful to those who are to 
succeed them. It belongs to them to impart to the young 
the fruit of their long experience, to instruct them in their 
proper conduct, and to warn of the various dangers of life. 
Old age never appears with greater dignity than when tem
pered with mildness, and enlivened with good humor. It acts 
as the guide and protector of youth. When the young see us 
growing old gracefully, they wish to walk in the same steps, 
and to arrive at the close of their days with equal honor. Yes, 
they will listen with attention to counsels which are mingled 
with tenderness, and rendered respectable by gray hairs. 

In our efforts to be useful to others, may we never forget 

the religious work that our state particularly requires. A re
flection over the errors of the past and repentance and 
amendment is surely in order. May we look forward to that 
day which is to dissolve our connection with this world, and 
to bring us into his presence with whom we are to give an 
account of our actions. If perchance peace has not been made 
with God, time should not be lost in making preparations 
which will fit us for a mansion on high. Oh, how often we 
should let our thanksgiving ascend to God for that watchful 
care with which he has hitherto conducted us through the 
long journey of life. We shall remember the promise that 
our Father will enter the valley of the· shadow of death and his 
staff and rod will support us •. 

Consolations of Old Age 
Nothing is more reasonable in itself than to submit patiently 

to those infirmities of nature which are brought on by the 
increase of years. Old age does not attack us by surprise. We 
all wish to "see long life and many days." 

During life we gather the principal_ materials of our com
fort and happiness. Any age will be burdensome to those who 
have no fund of happiness in their own breast. Wisdom, piety 
and virtue grow not old with our bodies. 

The aging can no longer relish many pleasures which once 
amused them. Many of the passions which formerly disturbed 
your tranquilitY have· now subsided. Our anxieties of earlier 
years ought to lessen. Ready to enter the harbor, you can look 
back, as from a secure station to the many conflicts and 
troubles along the way. 

If we have lived our life with integrity and honor, respect 
will generally be our portion. p 

Temperate mirth is not lost by advanced years. The mild 
pleasures of domestic life still cheer the heart. The desire of 
knowledge is not lessened by the frailty of the body; and the 
leisure of old age affords many opportunities for gratifying 
that desire. 

While engaged in whatever activities possible, you are, per
haps, surrounded with your families, who treat you with atten
tion, respect, and love. You are honored by your friends; your 
character is established; and you are beyond many things 
that once troubled you. More attention can be given to eternal 
interests. "To come to the grave in a full age, like as a shock 
of corn cometh in, in its seasoo" (Job 5:26) is the natural 
termination of the human course. 

When finally we have come to the end of life, when "the 
earthly house of this tabernacle" is put off, there is the 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Rest 
now, tired pilgrim. It will soon be over. Tears will be no more. 
Oh, happy day. 

7259 Sheldon Rd., Tampa, Fl33615 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Ded'uctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ................. ~ ...... $154.00 

Single ......................... $ 59.25 
(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Te.xas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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THE REST ORA liON Of 
RURAL CHURCHES 

(Continued from page 8) 
paid to go mostly into foreign fields. It 
is especially surprising when we con
sider the greater ease of accomplish
ment today than in either the first cen
tury or the Restoration p'eriod in this 
country. In such former periods, family 
missionaries had to move both jobs and 
their domiciles from place to place in the 
fashion of Aquila and Priscilla. Today this 
need not be, because today swift means 
of travel puts, within one hour's reach, 
places that required one to two days to 
reach in those days. 

With our network of good roads and 
swift means of travel there should be no 
rural church with insufficient help to 
reach the unsaved in surrounding com
munities. Thus the opportunity is open 
to all healthy Christian families to carry 
out the Aquila-Priscilla principle of mis
sion work. No lack of opportunity exists. 
Distressed churches abound, as well as· 
communities where the church needs 
planting or replanting. In some, where 
were once strong congregations, full 
physical facilities are preserved, but 
doors are locked for lack of workers. 

Of course, there is no external "chain 
of command" to move Christians, but 
there is a brotherhood about which 
Christians are obligated to be concerned! 
I refer again to the great apostle Paul, 
when he said, "And .besides those things 
that are without (persecutions, etc.) that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care 
of all the churches" (2 Cor. 11:28). Have 
we largely forgotten ". . . the care of all 
the churches" except for sending others? 
There should be 'the more concern for a 
distressed church in the brotherhood 
than an army command has for a weak 
link in its forces and rush to strengthen 
it. The brotherhood is a whole and what 
helps any part helps the whole, and 
unless we realize, and act, to strengthen 
the weak also, then the whole structure 
will continue to wane and eventually 
fall. 

May every Christian come to under
stand and appreciate the urgent necessity 
for missionary families and, wherever at 
all possible, move into the "Greater Ser
vice" with us in strengthening, restoring, 
and/ or planting churches in these local 
mission fields. May your elders also 
understand and appreciate the Mace
danian like call and bid you "God speed" 
and "his blessings" as you move onto 
these highest and noblest plains of Chris
tian service for him. 
1507 leaf Avenue, Murfreesboro, TN 
37130 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tultlon
V. A. Benefits-Write or call tor more fnforma· 
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ. 3380 Coleman Avo. 
P.O. Box 22307. Memphis. Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

Reprints of ••r li•tle PGI• artide ap,..ri•e per 1000 copies. Onlen ... rter fila• lOGO. •· 
in the Firl'll Founclatio• ••r be ltacl for $12.00 tel nc,a accepted. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: . 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

(214) 526·7715 or write: 
Preston Road School of Preaching 

6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

ON 

''GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE'' 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and working of God's purpose through the ages. 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

• STRENGTHEN FAITH 
• BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENES$ OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

"MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found ... very capable in a study of this type." 

-George Bailey 

''MIKE is a one-of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him ... go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" . 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P.O. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
1/512-423-3353 
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PRAISE GOD WITH THANKSGIVING 
(Continued on page 5) 

from God. It's like when I grew up. If 
we kids got gravy on our potatoes at 
Sunday dinner, it was a gift from God! 
Mother only made a certain amount, and 
the adults ~JOt it first. They really poured 
it on! You JUSt sat and watched it going, 
going, going. Then the kids got it, from 
the .oldest to the youngest. My brother 
was first in line, and he abused his privi
leges. I got it next, and I scraped the 
bottom. Then my little sisters got it, and 
they didn't get any! 

life is something like that. All of life, 
our relative degree of health and intelli
~enEe, all the gifts that God has given us 
m all areas of living, are like a .full b~wl 
of gravy being hanC:Ied to us. Maybe 1t's 
more like a bottomless bowl-no one 
is ever last in line, getting an empty 
bowl. 

So if we want any kind of reputation 
as the people of God, let it be the reputa
tion of the people whose lives praise 
God. That .is the best reputation I know 
·of. It only comes from a true heart be
fore him, a humble spirit before him. He 
is a good God! I think all of us who see 
tr01,1J>Iesome days and who deal wi~h 
people who are in the pits, perhaps m 
the valley, must remember that the last 
word still is: He's a good and great God! 
And all that we have received from him 
causes us to praise his name. 

---o---
PAUL McCLUNG RETIRES AFTER 

FIFTY YEARS OF PREACHING 
Paul McClung, 604 N. 4th, jacksboro, 

Texas, r(!tired from full time preaching 
May 15. Bro. McClung began preaching 
while still in high school. He began 
preaching regularly for the Oak lawn 
conregation in Ft. Worth while a fresh
man at Abilene Christian College 50 
years ago. Since then he preached for 
two churches in Oklahoma: Ardmore 
and Atoka; and the following churches 
in Texas: Gilmer, Plainview, Lamesa, 
Wichita Falls (1Oth & Broad & Faith Vil
lage), Amarillo (Central) and Ft. Worth 
(Meadowbrook) 

The last seven years have been spent 
with the church in jacksboro. He and his 
wife own property in Brownwood, Texas 
and plan to move there the last of this 
summer or early fall. The address will 
be 619 Norwood. 

Roy H. Bailey, Box 515, Bengough, 
Sask., Canada SOC-OKO: The family of 
j. C. and Myrtle Bailey of· Dauphin, Mani
toba, Canada wish to announce the 
sixtieth wedding anniversary of their par
ents. This function will take place at 
Western Christian College, North Wey
bum, Saskatchewan, Canada at 2:30 
p.m. on july 17,1983. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 205/767-0051 
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Looking For Evangelists To Train Two Years In: 

Sunset Department of Chinese Studies 
3723 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. (806) 792·5191 

• Study at Sunset & during summers in Taiwan or China (two year cur· 
riculum). 

• Worship with Lubbock's Chinese church. Reach out to over 200 Chinese 
college students at Texas Tech. University. 

• Train to teach Oriental populaces in: Vancouver (80,000 Chinese); New 
York City (120,000); San Francisco !(112,000); Houston (50,000); Los 
Angeles (78,000); Taiwan (18 mil.); Western College; Toronto (80,000). 

• Three yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, & Asia. Chinese Mandarin taught. 
Tuition free. 

OWASSO SCHOOL 
OF BffiLICAL STUDIES 

Ron Cosby, Director 

• Bible Emphasis 
• Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• No Tuition 
• Comprehensive Curriculum 

Applications Now Being Accepted 

The school is a Saturday school offering a four year 
program terminating. with a certificate of Graduation. It is 
designed for the person who must work to provide his own 
support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and 
is overseen by its elders. 

For More Information Write or Call: 

Address: OWASSO SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Box89 
Owasso, Okla. 74055 

Phone: 1·918-272-6617 

Fall Semester Begins September 10, 1983 
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Madison 
Returns 

Balance: A Tried and Tested Formula for Church Growth 

29th Annual Bible Teachers Workshop Abilene Christian University July 24-27, 1983 

1Keynote Speaker, sunday July 24, 7:30 p.m. 
Ira North Grace of Humility 
Theme Lectures Monday-Wednesday 
8:15p.m. 
Ira North Balance: The Key word 
Ira North Rededication 
The Importance of Bible Teaching 
carl Brecheen In the Home 
John stevens In Higher Education 
Bill Humble In the Local Church 

Other Classes 
Babies 2nd Grade senior High 
Pre-School Elementary Art 
1st Grade Junior High Adults 
George Goldtrap Use of Radio -TV 

Evangelism 
Nila Sherrill coping: The VIctor ious 

L. D. Mccoy, 
Jerry Sherrill 
Bill casey 

Lytle Thomas 

Bruce White 

woman 

The computer and People 
The Single: A Special 

Christian vessel 
Developing an Inner-City 

Program 
coping with Depression 

Classes for Teenagers 
Buck Dozier Youth work In the 80's 

Anita Elliott, 
Dee Chambliss 
J. D. and Anita 

Elliot 

Close Encounters with 
the Opposite sex 

superman vs. 
wonderwoman 

Your Teenager and 
sexuality: surviving It 

Kisses and caresses 

Teaching the Teenage Girl 
The Challenge of 

Parenting In the 80's 

Registraton: $10 per person, payable on 
arrival. Churches wishing to register all their 
teaching force: $150 In advance, postmarked 
on or before July 11. Air-conditioned dor
mitory rooms avai lable !first-come basisl. For 
more information: Dr. carl Brecheen, ACU Sta· 
tion, Box 8250, Abilene, TX 79699, or !9151 
677-1911, Ext. 2133. 
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HARDING LECTURESHIP 
SET FOR OCTOBER 

The 60th annual Harding University 
Bible Lectureship w ill focus on " The 
Christian Home" as this year's theme. 
Set for October 10-12, the lectureship 
will featu re Lynn McMillon of Oklahoma 
City, Joe Beam of Montgomery, Ala. and 
the team of Carl Brecheen and Paul 
Faulkner of Abilene, Texas. 

Truman Spring, 16327 Lakeview, Hous
ton, TX 77040: I have just completed my 
Spring schedule of gospel meetings. From 
Marcfi until May, I conducted four meet
ings at Montgomery, Stinnett, j efferson, 
air in Texas and the Garden Oaks church 
here in Houston. The meeting with Gar
den Oaks was my fi fth w ith them since I 
formerly labored there. Overall, there 
were twenty responses, with eleven bap-

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tne AMEN M1n1s1ry •orks w1lh la•tnlul congregat,ons o f the 
churches o t Chr ist whose membets on m1htary •nstallat•ons 
wortctwkf• are Wil ti ng 10 l'lelp your loved ones - as tl'ley have 
hetged wl!h the splutual and phySictl n eeds o t thouu.nds ol 
others duung the p ast hve years ThtS serv,ce •s It••! 

Seno '1lme, tomotete address. pt'lone and m1htary mstallat•on, 
and spmtuat condl!lon. •' kno wn along wltn your n ame and ad· 
C:lfess lo 

AMEN 
WHITE·s FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Boa 2000 
We5t Monroe. Lou1S1ana 71291 

tisms. I w ill soon begin my seventh year 
with jersey Village in Houston. My next 

scheduled meeting is in August with the 
brethren at Loop, Texas. 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
PHOENIX, AZ 

Announces 
The Availability of 

First Mortgage Bonds 
(Drawing Interest Since April 1, 1983) 

101/2% • 11 112% • 12% SIMPLE INTEREST 
1 YEAR THROUGH 5 YEAR MATURITY AVAILABLE 

11 1/2% COMPOUND INTEREST BONDS 
ONLY 3 YEAR MATURITY AVAILABLE 

Total Issue $915,000 
(Earning Interest Since April 1, 1983) 

For Information Circular or Prospectus contact: 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3849 W. Encanto Boulevard 

Phoen ix, AZ 85009 
Phone 602·272·2551 Evenings 602·934·0210 

This is not an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these securi ties. 
Offering is made by prospectus only. 

American Military Ev ange llziDg N;at~io;D~a .:=~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:=:;:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.~ 

r-----------------------------· I I -
I I want to know more I 
I about International Bible College 1 
I 
I 
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___ _______ AGE_ 

- -----ZIP-- - ----

WE OFFER: 
* B.A. Degree in Bible *Emphasis on Evangelism 

* High Academic Standards 

* Credit Transferabl e * Financial Aid Programs 

* Programs For Both Men & Women 
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THE 
PRE CHER'S 

PERIODICAL 
Resources for Evangelism and Edification 

features as_ this year's theme ... 

Effective Expository 
Preaching for Today 

Each month, THE PREACHER'S 
PERIODICAL gives you 40 pages of 
expository sermon ideas and illustrations ... 
at least 10 full length expository sermons 
per issue plus many outlines and other 
helps. 

The contributors are seasoned preachers who have mastered the expository 
method: W.T. Hamilton, Charles B. Hodge, Jr., David Roper, Avon Malone, Jim 
Bill Mclnteer, George W. Bailey, C. W. Bradley, Jerry Jenkins, J. Wayne Kil
·patrick, Jay Lockhart, M. F. "Mid" McKnight, Stafford North, Neale Pryor, Joe 
S. Schubert, John Simpson, C. Philip Slate, Virgil Trout, Earl Irvin West, and C. 
Bruce White .. 

These file-sized pages (8 1/2" x 11") will soon become ... 

A Reservoir of Expository Sermon 
Ideas and Illustrations 

A 'Must' For Every Minister of the Word! 

Name ______________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _______ State __ Zip __ 
THE PREACHER'S PERIODICAL is an ideal g ift for the gospel 
preacher, youth min1stt:r, elder, dea~on, college or graduate Bible 
student. Send to: Eddie Cloer, Editor, 109 Indian Trail, Searcy, 
Arkansas 72143. 

D Send sample $4 
D Start my year's 

subsc~iption for 

$24.95 
($29.95 foreign) 

PREPAID 



ELDERS CHOOSE NEW DIRECTORS 
FOR PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL 

The elders have asked that Jimmy 
Wood serve as the director of the Pres
ton Road School of Preaching. He will 
direct all opperations of the schoo l under 
the supervision of the Preston Road 
elders. Plans call for t~e choosing of an 
academic dean and an additional in
structor to bring the Preston Road faculty 
to full strength. 

For the past four years, he has served 
as director of development, encourag
ing men to come to Preston Road and 
helping to arrange their support while 
there. 

Preston Road School of Preaching will 
enroll its next class on August 26, 1983. 

David Love, Box 93, Garden City, TX.: 
On June 12 the church of Christ in Gar-

DO YOU 
Want ,oPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound • 
. dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves a s preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education tha t , is 
th oroughly Bible · centered and 
academically excellent? 

16 [484] 

M~9~~~i~i 
Bible College 
P. 0. Box 6 55 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39"090 
Phone (601 )' 289·2896 

den City will officially appoint the first How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
elders in the history of the congregation. scribe to? 
Wilburn Bednar Carlos Chandler and 
Charles Chandle~ have been selected to 
serve. There have been 8 baptisms here 
since January. WANTED 

---o---

0. J. Russell, 922 Old Omen Rd., Tyler, 
TX 75701: The Omen Road Church of 
Christ which meets at 922 Omen Road 
in !yler, has.completed a building effort 
wh1ch has g1ven the place of worship a 
new look w ithin the auditorium and 
without. 

The Omen Road church, constructed 
originally in 1957, has been enhanced by 
several additions to the church plant 
through the years. 

Business Education Teacher 

Master of Education 
Degree preferred 

For more information, contact 

Dr. Mabrey L. Miller 
Vice President for Academics 
York College, York, NE 68467 

MEDICAL INSURANCE PROBLEMS? 
You don't need them. We now have a good group 

medical 'insurance program for Gospel preachers 
and employees of Churches c !'! Christ. 

COST: family -$119.00 per month 
husband & wife-$ 87.50 per month 
single -$ 46.50 per month 

- BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS -
• $1 million lifetime benefit in or out of hospital-pays 80% 

until $5,000 of eligible benefits are paid, then 100% there
after to $250,000 in any calendar year. 

• $100 deductible per calendar year-maximum of three de· 
ductibles per family per calendar year. 

• Semi-Private Room and Board Benefit-Additional $5.00 
per day allowance toward private charge. Double Semi
Private rate for Intensive Care, if required. No limit on 
number of days. 

• Surgical and Professional Services-Usual and customary 
charges. 

• Maternity Benefit-Same as any other illness. 
• $500 Accident Expense Benefit-First $500 paid in full for 

all accidents. No Deductible. 
• Psychiatric Benefit-Up to 50% of usual and customary 

charges for "Out Patient Care," benefits not to exceed $20 
per visit and limited to 52 visits per calendar year. 

Open enrollment during July, August, and September. If you enroll 
during these months you will be accepted. If you are now employed and 
working at least 30 hours per week, or a fu ll time student in a school 
of preaching you qualify for this coverage. 

This program underwritten by Lloyds of London; for brochure and 
application write to: 

Glen Crowe 
P.O. Box 247 
Tompkinsville, Ky. 42167 

or call (502) 487-8811 or (502) 487-5216 and ask for Teresa or Ken. 

I 
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BRECHEE 

MARRIAGE 
ENRICHMENT 

THE MOST 
HIGHLY ACCLAIMED 
MARRIAGE FilMS 

No other film series has so 
successfully combined pure 
entertainment with Bible-based, 
practical messages. 

Standing-room crowds will 
thank you for showing Brecheen 
and Faulkner's Marriage 
Enrichment films ... even a 
second time. More than 1.5 million 
people in thousands of churches 
have enjoyed the humor and 
insight. 

Repeat Showings for 
Outreach 

Repeat showings attract even 
larger attendance since members 
feel great about inviting friends. ~ 1 

Rave Reviews Abound ~ 
"We've used the films 
successfully two times. One 
showing by no means reached 
everyone. Churches would do 

FilM SERIES 

well to use it annually to 
strengthen their marriages." 

Dr. lynn A. MCMillon 
Professor of Btble and Counseling 
Oklahoma Christian College 

"I hope that many will use these 
films not only for their families, but 
also as a means of reaching out 
to their neighbors with God's plan 
for marriage and the family. I 
enthusiastically endorse and 
commend these films." 

Dr. Ira North, Editor 
Gospel Advocate 
Mtntster. Madison Church of Chnst 

"It is likely the most widely 
accepted tool for teaching that we 
have ever seen. Places where the 
films have been shown will want 
to repeat them. The series will 
strengthen the home which in turn 
will strengthen the church." 

Claude Gardner, Prestdent 
Fread-Hardeman College 
Henderson, Tennessee 

Winner-"Best Film Series 

Film 1 Made for Each Other 
Film 2 The Trouble with Us Is Me 
Film 3 What Husbands Need 

to Know 
Film 4 What Wives Need to Know 
Film 5 How to Kill Communication 
Film 6 The Communication 

Lifeline 
Film 7 Speaking Frankly about 

Sex 
Film 8 Renewing Romance 

in Marriage 
Running time is 45 minutes each. 

Rental Rates: $395 for a one 
time showing of the series, plus 
shipping, insurance and 
applicable tax. Rates may be 
higher outside the U.S. Study 
Guides are available from your 
film distributor at $.95 each. 
Call for your free " Preview Kit" today. 

1-800-433-401 5 
In Texas 1-817-595-2418 

New Day Productions 
Division of Sweet Publishing 
Box 18928, Fort Worth, Texas 76118 

Award" by Christian Film Distributors Association. 
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TWO DOCTORS Will GO 

TO CHIMALA HOSPITAL 

Drs. V. K. and Mary Peterson, M.D.'s 
Vijawayada, India, have agreed to go to 
Chimala Hospital in Tanzania, East Africa 
for five years. He is a general surgeon, 
and has been senior house surgeon at 
the Medical College Hospital, Vellore, 
India. She is a cert ified anesthesiologist 
and works in th e Giffard Memorial Hos
pital in Nuzvid. They have three chil
dren. They were converted in 1975 by 
j. C. Choate in New Delhi. 

The elders at the Springtown church, 
Springtown, Texas, will oversee their 
work. They will be going in june. It is 
necessary that Springtown find $10,000 
toward their salaries. Churches or in
d ividuals who will give to their support 
should contact the Springtown Church 
of Christ, Box 96, Springtown, Texas 
76082. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
.(214) 561-5990 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 

1s [4Sol 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootact w for free emmate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Xeeae, Texq 78058 
Phone 817-645-9208 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnfonnation and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texu 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1.000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 
~ Attractively designed- These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 

a glassllke appearance. 
~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 
~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
OlDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

firm FoundAtion Publbhlng House P.O. !lox 6 10 Austin. Tex.\S 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION, JULY 12, 1983 



GROWTH OF THE CHURCH CONTINUES AMONG THE MAYA QUICHE OF 
GUATEMALA 

lies as they work for the Lord in Hen
rico County, Virginia. There is no con
gregation of the Lord's people in this 
county of 181 ,000. No congregation 
exists in adjoining counties to the north, 
east, or west. Three trained couples have 
taken up the challenge after their grad
uation from the Harding University 
preacher training program in July. They 
plan to work together as a team for ten 
years in this metropolitan area of about 
500,000. Two of the team members, 
Mardy and Sylvia Gardner, were raised 
in Henrico County. It is this writer's 
opinion that careful planning and prayer 
have gone into the decisions of these 
workers for the Lord. They are seeking 
churches to have fellowship w ith them 
in th is work. For a prospectus, you may 
write them at the following address : 

We recently completed a church
growth study of the churches of Christ 
among the Maya Quiche of the western 
Guatemalan highlands. 

The Maya Quiche are descendants of 
the Mayas who ru led Central America 
at the time of Christ. 

The missionary activities by the church
es of Christ began amon~ the Q uiche in 
1970. The first Maya Qu1che were bap
tized that same year. These first converts 
worked in Guatemala City and subse
quently brought the gospel back to their 
people in the high lands. American mis
sionaries then began working with the 
congregations. In 1973, the first church 
growth study showed that there were 75 
baptized adult believers. By 1976, 212 
Maya Quiches worshiped regularly. By 
the end of 1981, there were 34 congrega
tions with 631 adult baptized bel ievers. 
Today, another partial survey reveals 37 
congregations with 1,018 baptized adult 
believers. Nearly 200 people were bap
tized in 1982 alone. 

The growth of these congregations has 
been related to the ded icated Quiche 
evangelists who have preached under 
severe and difficult cond itions over the 
past 13 years. Their ministries have been 
made more fruitful by the training and 
instruction given by Pat Hile, Gene Luna 
and other missionary evangelists. Also, 
the medical work of the Clinica Crist iana 
has opened hearts to the gospel of jesus 
Christ while authenticating the concern 
of Christ for his people. 

Today the Maya Quiche remains very 
responsive to the gospel. Opportunities 
for teaching and preaching abound. Be
cause of the difficult economic condi
tions facing the government of Guate
mala, there is a greater need for medical 
care and nutritional assistance. 

The Falls Church congregation, 6149 
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041, 
is assisting in min istry to the physical 
and spiritual needs of the Maya Quiche 

people via the Clinica Cristiana. Your 
support and prayers are urgently needed 
at this time to allow the staff of the 
Clinica Cristiana to meet the growing 
medically-re lated needs of the Qu iche 
brethren.-Richard M. Rheinbolt, M.D., 
600 Woodland Rd., Mansfield, OH 44907 

Don Shackelford, Harding Un iversity, 
Searcy, AR.: A great challenge in evange
lism is awaiting churches in terested in 
supporting three mature Christian fami-

Mardy Gardner, 504 East Woodruff, 
Searcy, AR 72143, telephone 501 -268-
4952. 

-~ Plnu P'<>aDdattoD aabaerfpttoD makes a 
wonder tul birthday or :.nnlversary lti!t. 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved for Veterans 

Benetita 
contact 

The Dlrectol'-----8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 7H10 

1·80G-79Z-IU01 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
NATION WIDE and NATION WIDE 

Christian Schools 
If you haven't checked with us-you may be paying to 
much for your insurance!!! 

In all states except California and Nevada send us the 
name and address of your present agent. If you wish us 
to appoint an agent in your area we will. In CALI
FORNIA AND NEVADA contact us direct for quotes. 

W e provide quotes on property, liability, buses, worker's 
compensation. Whatever you need. 

Additional programs in CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 
for dental, life, pensions, on group or individual basis. 
Also, personal auto, homeowners/renters quoted. 

For more information call or write: 
Tom Cooper 
Jack R. Petrie 
Redwood Insurance Agency 
P.O. Box 1009 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

916-265-3226 
916-265-2014 
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GtVE;THE WINDS A MIGHTY VOICE RUSSEll ANNOUNCES 
NORTHWEST SCHEDULE 

0. ). Russell, who has conducted 97 
gospel meetings in the Northwest, will 
return in July and August for other evan
gelistic efforts. Having served churches 
in Oregon as local preacher for ten years, 
he returns each year for special gospel 
efforts. Whi le living in the Dallas area 
where he served the Preston Road School 
of Preachi.ng as instructor, he was able to 
personally assist 33 men in moving to the 
Northwest. 

His first meeting will be in Hamilton, 
Montana, July 24-28. Following this 
meeting he will conduct a meeting July 
31-August 4 with the Peninsula Church 
in Portland, Oregon. 

~ 

O rder By Phone Toll-Free 
Continental U.S. 1-800-531-5227 
Texas Residents 1-800-252-91 03 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Bob Brown, missionary in Caracas, Venezuela, .presenting tapes for "EI Heraldo de 
Ia Verdad" to television ·station general manager Ricardo Tirado of Channel 5. 

In january, for the fi rst t ime Ecua
dorians had an opportunity to view a 
version of the Herald of Truth programs 
in the Spanish language. (A Spanish 
sound track is dubbed in on HOT pro
grams.) 

Later this year, a 52-program series 
was prepared for television in Vene
zuela. 

It all followed a conference at the 
Pan-American Lectureship in Merida, 
Mexico, in 1981, which was hosted by 
the Sandy Springs church in Atlanta, Ga., 
and attended by Latin-American. mis
sionaries. and preachers, as well as by 
brethren at the lectureship from the 
states. 

A sampling of 13 programs has been 
presented to South American stat ions 
with a positive response from more than 
20 of them. 

Where the series has been shown a 
very positive response has resulted, and 
follow-up work is in progress. 

Strapped for funds to complete the 
series, Sandy Springs appealed to the 
Raleigh congregation in Mem phis and 
the Saturn Road congregation in Dallas 
to underwrite a loan for $20,000 to com
plete the series. Efforts are now under 
way to repay that loan. 

Th e series wi ll fit perfectly into ef
forts to evangelize the · large Spanish
speaking popu lations of North America's 
major cities, according to Marvin Stet
fins, who has had a large part in putting 
the programs together. 

Those w ho would like to help in this. 
work should contact the elders of the 
Sandy Springs church, 790 Mount Ver
non Hy., Atlanta, GA 30328, telephone 
404/257-1 377-. 

INCLUDE YOUR ZIP CODE 

When you send In a Jist ot new eubaerlp· 
ilona to the Firm Foua datloa, p leue be 
1ure eaeh haa the prop.er Zip Code number 
&tter the e lt:r and atate. 
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Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

lARRY BROWN. Broker 
Res . Pho. 806-363-2020 

3501 S . Georgia • Am arillo, TX 79109 
Phone 806-355-8261 

RE WRIGHT. RMitor 
Res. Pho. 806-359-4328 

Larry Brown is e deBcon in the Southwest Church o f Christ. Re Wright preBched 
for 20 yeers end now is B member of the Centre/ Church of Christ. 

For your convenience we will be heppy to meet you et the airport, end I o r meke 
your reservations for overnight accommodations, end p rovide eny essistence 
for finding your new home. 

"A Commitment Unto Death" 
6th Annual Tri-State Soul-Winning Workshop 

Evansville, Indiana 

JULY 28·29·30 
Civic Auditorium & Convention Center 

sponsored by tri-state area churches of Christ 
Director: Ray Stilwell , Providence, KY (502) 667-5770 
Exhibitors contact: Lindell R. Doty, 1035 N. Main St. 

Madisonville, KY 42431 (502) 821-3544 

FIRM FOUNDATION, JULY 12, 1983 



PAN AMERICAN LECTURESHIP TO BE HELD IN BUENOS AIRES 

Main thoroughfare in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where the 1980 Pan American 
lectureship will be held. 

Missionaries in Buenos Aires, Argentina, have announced that they wi ll host the 
twenty-fi rst annual Pan-American Lectureship, November 7-1 1, 1983. 

The Pan-American Lectureship brings the evangelistic needs of Latin America to 
the attention of church leaders in the United States in an on-the-field situation. Each 
year, North American church leaders meet their missionaries at the Pan-American 
Lectureship and work on key strategy for evangelizing the nations to our south. 

Reece Mitchell, a long-time missionary in Buenos A ires, says, "Year after year, 
we believe that the Pan American Lectureship provides some of the best preaching 
in our brotherhood. In addition to this, the lecturesh ip serves as a strong communi
ca tion link between those of us who work in Latin America and the ch urches of 
Christ in the United States." 

The announced theme for this year's lectureship series is, "Be Not Afraid . .. " 
The lectureship committee has secured the facilities of the Sheraton Hotel in down
town Buenos Aires. 

For more information on the 1983 Pan-American Lectureship, contact jim Frazier, 
Box 11 57, Minden, LA 71058. 

CARROLL D. OSBURN NAMED 
DIVISION CHAIRMAN AT PEPPERDINE 

Carroll D. Osburn, a profe~sor of New 
Testament at the Harding Graduate 
School of Religion in Tennessee, has 
been named chairman of the religion di
vis ion at Pepperdine University. 

the Society of Bibl ical Literature and the 
Association lnternationale d'Etudes 
Patristiques. 

Note t o subscribers: Please give your 
old address as well as your new address 
when you move. 

COLUMBIA OFFERS ENRICHMENT 
SEMINAR 

Portland, Ore.-" Building the Church 
Together" will be the theme of Columbia 
Christian College's third annual Ministers 
Enrichment Seminar, july 18-22. 

Minister and elders and their wives are 
invited to the seminar, which will featu re 
five days of exegetical study in the Old 
and New Testaments, a series of lessons 
on preaching as a means for building the 
congregation through communication, a 
special series of lessons for the women 
attending, and many more classes, les
sons and fellowship opportunities. 

Speakers for the seminar will include 
Bob Hendren, minister for the Donelson, 
Tenn., congregation; Randy Mayeux, 
Long Beach, Calif.; and Wyatt Sawyer, 
of Forth Worth, Texas. 

For information write Tom Sibley, 
chairman of the Division of Bible and 
Religion, Columbia Christian College, 
200 N.E. 91s~ Ave., Portland, OR. 97220. 

RECORD SINGLES RETREAT 
A record number of 208 singles at

tended the Singles Retreat East, May 6-8, 
at Camp Manatawny near Reading, PA. 
Singles came from as far northeast as 
Maine, south as Virginia, and west as 
Ohio. One came from Dallas, TX. A total 
of nine states were represented. 

Featured speaker was Richard King of 
Harding University, speaking on the 
theme, " Security for Singles." His four 
lectures dealt with being secure with self, 
God, others, and salvation. 

Cleon Lyles, Box 664, Morrillton, AR 
72110: Recently I worked with joe 
Spaulding and th e church at Higden, 
Ark., in a short meeting. Higden is lo
cated on the Greers Ferry Lake and the 
church is growing. After teaching in 
Oklahoma Christian College and Abilene 
Christian Un iversity for years, and 
preaching for several ch urches, joe and 
his good wife retired and moved to Hig
den where he had bu il t a home. Having 
known and loved joe for more than forty 
years I know he will be a great blessing 
to the church and they are happy that he 
and his good wife are there. I will begin 
next with the Reidland church in Padu
cah, Ky. 

Osburn will assume his new post Au
gust 1, overseeing bachelor's and mas
ter's degree programs in religion at 
Pepperdine's Seaver College. He suc
ceeds Frank Pack, who wi ll teach next 
year in Pepperdine's Year-in-Europe pro
gram in Heidelberg, Germany, while con
tinuing as distinguished professor of 
religion at the University. 

LIVE IN THE NORTHEAST? 

Osburn was educated at Harding Uni
versity and the Harding Graduate School 
of Religion, where he earned bachelor's 
and master's degrees. He continued his 
education in biblical studies, earn ing 
doctoral degrees at Vanderbi lt Univer
sity and the University of St. Andrews 
in Scotland. 

He has w ritten numerous articles for 
scholarly journals and is frequently fea
tured as a speaker at Bible lectureships 
and seminars. For the past 10 years he 
has served as a Greek translation con
sultant for Wycliffe Bible translators in 
Guatemala and Peru, and is a member of 

Attend 

Northeast School of Biblical Studies 
A two-year intensive training program - training men 

from the Northeast to preach in the Northeast ! 
"V.A. App1·oved" 

Located in the Capital District of New York- For ful'ther 
information---eon tact: 

LARRY DEASON, DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 349, Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065 

Phone: (518) 899-2184 or (518) 371-6611 
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THE PARKER FAMILY RETURNS 
TO THE NORTHWEST 

After 2112 years in Grapevine, Texas, 
the LaVega Parker fami ly has returned to 
the Great Northwest to Astoria, Oregon, 
to do mission work again. Most of their 
support and their oversight comes from 
the Grapevine church. Previous to their 
work in Grapevine they had worked 
seven years with two churches in the 
Portland, Oregon area (two years with 
the Tigard church and five years w ith the 
Peninsula church in North Portland). 
They are replacing the Wade Bates fam
ily who had been in Astoria for the past 
three years. 

Correspondence may be addressed to 
P.O. Box 601, Astoria, OR 97103 . 

CHINESE BELIEVERS FOUND IN 
FRENCH POLYNESIA 

1\ group of Chinese be lievers were 
found in Papeete, Tahiti when Jerry 
Davidson made a fo ll ow-up trip there 
for World Bible School last December. 
It was discovered that this group, work
ing under the name of the "Eglise A lle
luia" (Hallelujah church), practiced be
liever's baptism for the remission of sins 
and that they partook of the Lord's sup
per every Sunday. Furthermore, since 
they had no preacher working wi th 
them, they seemed willing to have some
one come and teach them "the way of 
the Lord more perfectly." 

Hilton and Wanda Terry, sponsored 
by the Prestoncrest church in Dallas, 
left for Tahiti the fi rst week in March to 
spend three months there. They were 
cordial ly welcomed by the Chinese 
group of over a hundred members, who 
immediately asked brother Terry to 
preach to them and teach Bible classes. 
They provided the Terrys with a com
fortab le house in which to live and a car 
to drive .. 

After a few weeks of working with this 
group, its leaders asked if a Chinese 
preacher of the church of Christ might 
come and spend some time w ith them. 
It was soon arranged for David Chew of 
Singapore to come and join brother 
Terry in this work. Full fe ll owship w ith 
these believers is anticipated as doc-
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trinal differences are worked out on the 
basis of the Scriptures. 

Hilton Terry recently wrote in a let
ter: "This is an opportun ity w hich we 
must not pass up. With a church bui ld
ing and recognition already established 
the work would be advanced from ten 
to twelve years at least." The question 
is, Who wi ll move to Tahiti? Which con
gregation w ill send a family there? 

Ideally, a Hakka-speaking Chinese 
family would be a tremendous asset to 
this work; however, a French-speaking 
family wi lling to eventually learn Tahi
tian, could do a great work in French 
Polynesia. Contacts in the Tahitian com
munity are numerous. 

For more information about this op
portunity, contact; Hilton Terry, Preston
crest Church of Christ, 6022 Prestoncrest 
Lane, Dallas, TX 75230, phone (214) 
233-2392. 

le,rinb of any single page article appearinll 

in the Firm Foundation may be hod for S\2.00 

per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop

ies not accepted. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.3, 1983 
Dec.27, 1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School o f Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683-1678 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 
P. 0. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

HOUSEPARENTS WANTED 

J. Robert Smith 
(918) 428·2557 
(918) 428·4036 

Contact 

Day 
Evening 

David P. Brown 
(918) 428-2557 
(918) 425 .. 8869 

626 2·1 7·83 

PREPARING GOD'S PEOPLE 
CHURCH GROWTH WORKSHOP 

featuring 

Paul Rogers of Centerville, TN. 

PRACTICAL CLASSES TO EQUIP GOD'S SERVANTS 

AUGUST 4-6, 1983 
CHURCH of CHRIST 

Cedar Hill, Texas 
Dean Kilmer, Preacher 

214-291-4200 
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( L A s s I F I E D 
Advertlain~r in thl• oeclion $1.50 pe r lin e. Dui~rned Hpeciall:r to aceommodau coni'~Ptiono 

a d vertulnl' meetlna placu, p reachns s H>kina work or conl'r•l'&tiono oeoldnc preachuo. Aloo other 
accepta ble matter. 

DEAR VALLEY CllU R C II OF C HRIST 
SCIIOOL OF DIDLICAL STU DI ES 

P renchlng-l:'e raonal Emn~cllom-Missions 
Eneptionnl Curriculum for Women 

" approved ! o r Vetera n 's training" 
Leon11rd M . Gray-Directo r 

I (303 ) 986-6800, 2707 So. L nm n r, Denver , Co 80227 
"'OR'l' HOOD KJLLE iilN , TEXA S 

Sout h sldo C hurc h ot Ch r ist 1 505 S. Trlm -
mier Hd. Ter ry Harrison, Minister. P hon e 
634-6 012. Sun. 0 : 30 & 10:30 A .M . & 6 : 0 0 
P.M .. W ed. 7 :00 P.M. 
CIIA'I' II A~r. N. J .. F n lrmo u n t a nd S o u the r n 
Blvd .. 0 7 92 8. N O RTII!i:RN N E W J ERS E Y , 
NEW Y O RK C I TY AREA. 201 - 63 5-6810 o r 
2 0 1 -G 3 6-2 6 8 8;-=:. -=:=--=-:-:--:::--:---=-=-==-= 
DREWE n ;-MAINE-241 Center S t .. V.F .W . Hall. 
Sundny clnncs. 10 :1 6 : W o rship, 11:00. P hone 207-
989-2639. or 866-<1383. Vlaltors W e lcom e. Write a bout 
newcomers to the GUEATE R BAN GOR ARE A. 

IIA \ ' A IlEA SCII OOL O F I'REA.CHING 
11300 DubiJn Road 

P lea•anton, Ca lifo r n ia IUS86 
J n m es W . Fergu son , S r .. D irect o r 

,<TT'N. MI L ITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHniST SAN B ER NARDINO. CA. 3630 N. " E ." 
St . Sundny 9:30 & 10:30 nnd 6:00 P.llf. w.,,l, 7:00 
P .M. Cnll 883-2550 o r W. P. J o lly, Min . 79>-2~11. 

METRO-DF;NVER AREA 
Ent:tlewOO<l Church o f Chriat. 
46PO :;. Lognn 303-789-4749 

!line Bnrtee. Evnn~rellat 

DENVER, C OLORADO 80228 
I.AKtn voon c n un c u oF C HRIST 

455 So. Young tle ld C t. 
T e l e.: 988-1 024 

See Yell o w P ages Fo r Service T i m es 
f rnn• lntlon fo r Den£. T erry Cnrlwrig h t , m inister 
"EMP LOYM ENT: NOHTII EnN CA LIFORNIA. 
Sier rn C 1d ld rrn's llom e IM c u r re ntly hi r ins.: child 
Nor~ •tn f f. (Chl'islinn <'<Htples. ) Good pny nnd bene· 
fi tf', tr lrl t.r r·cfl lr d . t•o n tn(·t Strvc Bcn :mnn. Execu· 
t ive nlr·c<·tor. nt P .O. n o:< fi97, Vncnville. CA 95688. 
nr rn ll i07t~1Mt .. a557." 
Atlenllon: Ch rislian Social Worker wllh Masters DegrcP 
in Individual and fami ly counseling seeks posi tion. 
Personal experience "ilh foster care in all aspects. 
Desires 10 work wilh children and their families. Mar-

~~~~~~vi~~tt'i;>o~0~~Ve c~:'d;~.:';3:;~9i!~g'eo:~~;j~~·, Wlo 
Nicholson Dr. ;t1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY POUG H KEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will conlacl your relat ives and friends. Church 
mcciS at 112 Montj!ome<y St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom TarbN 191 41 462-0467. 
SUNSfi SCHOOL OF PREAC HING courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed lopes wilh wrillen malerial 
and teSls. Also you may Join our Tape·A-Month Club 
and receive spcci:~l lessons on many subjects. For 
free Info rmation wrile: Sunscl Church of Ch riS!, 2432 
27lh Sl., lubbock, TX 79411:.... --:-;---:--- - ---

Re tire ment. Appro ach ing! 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. HiSlor ical, beaut ifu l, ideal cli
mate, low·cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Wrile Ch urch of Ch riS!, Box S766, Bisbee, AZ. 8S603. 
16021 432-S116 o r 1602) 432-2994.;::--:::-;;-;=:=;;--;;;:;; 
ALASKA - ANCH O R AGE C IIURCH O F 
CHiliS'l', 270 0 D e Barr R d. W ill c o n tact 
re lnUvea or frl~nds In A lnakn. P nt M cMahan or 
Glenn Rnndoll"lh . Bo:< 31 4. Anchorn~c. Alas ka 9951 0. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-57 I 0. 
EVA NSVIJ,J , I~ . I N D .. 2201\ ll!. ~lorgnn A'\•e ,. 
U.S. 4(10 F.n 10t 0Ji fiONif l' 1(-~fn rt. Office 411-
1\271 . n n hhy '""'lc", Jilin. 4'16-40 11{1. 
Does your conJ;rcgation need the ''Hearl \Vritin~ ~Hn
islryl" Wrlle Box 1985, Richardson. Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIO US BO OKS BOUGHT, especially older Brolher· 
hood ~nd ~ny Debales. Wayne Slcphens, Box 285. 
Shawnee, OK 74801 . 
MINISHR WANTED: The Rochester Church of Chr is! is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Mu st be qual ified 
and experienced in pulpit ond personal work. Counsel
ing experience desirable, fo rmal e d ucal ion required. 
We have full supporl . Salary is ncgoliable. Send resume, 
references and Japed sermon 10 Rochester Chu rch of 
Chr ist , P.O. Box 852, Rochesler, MN 55901, Alln : Eld ers. 
Esla blished New England congregation in d e sp e rale 
need of fu ll lime p reacher wilh outside sup po rt. Con
greg~llon owns church build ing and preacher's home 
neu by but ca nno l provide any o ther remu neratio n 
olhc r than !he home. Congregation numbers a p p roxi
malcly ~5. Please op p ly o n ly if yo u hove commilled 
o ulSlde support. Send resum e 10 Church o f Chr ist, 
409 Upho m Stree t, Me lrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name Is Slcphen Cox. I a m availa b le for service 
in Pulpi t, youth, personal, or bus wo rk In the l ord's 
kingdom. f am marr ied, a nd have lwo ch ild ren p lus 
six years' e xpe rie nce. A resume can be se nt upon 
rcquesl . If In tereste d call 417-076 -4256. 

Gospel Preacher wllh 22 years exper ience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
<:;onlact £arl Woodard, 1S12 West Main Slreet, Shelby
vr llc, Ky. 4006S S02·633-5 171. 
WE HEDIND CIIERISII ED DIULF.S-write for free 
l<•n!-"cr oumplea and pricca. Dible llimlery. 3ox 2485. 
Abtlcne, Tcxno 79G04. 
\ U~JA, AIUZ., 051 ,V, :.:8 t b S t . S u n d ay-

10, I I n.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h . 344 - 37 5 0 
WANTED 

Ol~cr mlnl~te r who would like lo supplemcnl your 
re1oremcn 1 oncomc. Call 1·(5 15)-236-497S, Chu rch of 
Ch riS!, P.O. Oox 227, C r ln ncll , lA S0112. 
ll rls lol, Vl rsln la, Easl llriSlo l Ch urch of Christ just o ff 
1-01 between Exit 3 and 4 o n Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. ond 6:30 P.M.; Wednesdoy 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669·1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
M ISS IONARY TO SPAIN seeks supponing congregation. 
flucnl rn Spanrsh. Knows needs of lhe people. Knows 
the _land well. rour years experience in Spain. Com· 
plelrng desrec at O .C.C. Resume and references avail
able. Phone 405-478-30~6 or wrile Kevin Smith 13900 
Benson Rd. 1:206. Edmond, OK 73034. ' 
EVANGELIST NEEDED: Malute, tealous individual 
"'anted to worL.. ':"ith ~ctive growing congregation with 
programs 1.n bus•ng, personal work, radio and news· 
paper. ~csare self·mollvator with strong commitment to 
evangclrsm, personal work and pulpit preaching. Send 
resume and re ferences to R. L. Prior, RFD No. 2, Box 
~g~i4~~~~~~;: Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463-1817 or 

EXPERIENCED m iddle·aged sospel preacher available 
afler June 12, 1963. EnJOys per\onal work. Current ref
erences and resume fu rnished on request. Conlacl 
l eonard Walls, 1'.0. Box S76, Deltona, florida 32728-
0S76 or call 305-574-1712. 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 331 Jake, Eunice Lo u:sia na 
70S35, phone 4S7·870 1, is In need o f a pas;enger van. 
The one we have i s wearlnR out. I f you kn ow o f a 
con,.: rC'g01 tion ~omcwhcrc which is considering tradin J;{ 
in !heir van for a larger bus, please !e ll them about lhc 
c hu rch he re In Eunice. Maybe !hey wou ld donate !heir 
va n 10 us. Je rry A. Price, min is ter. 
MIN I STE R AVA I LAB U : l ·"',:':,e"'rc:,:.s~le.:..d...-:-i n-.,1-o-c a-:1-o-r -;-fo-re i ~n 
work. Harding CCI' grad. 12 vrs. exp. local and forcif:n. 
23 bapllsms In past yr. l ocal and foteign campaign 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cullurol lrain i n~: . 
Wife teacher rn ChriSl lan school. 2 o lder sons are 
Chrislians. 36 yrs. old. £xcellenl references. jim Layton, 
23SO San Marcos Camino !;:14, Pensacola, Fl. 32507. 
(904) 45S-S426. 
Sons leaders and Song W rilorr. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgro>e, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA 'tHILDREN'S 
HO M E FOR HOUSEPARENTS and olhcr type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL. REl i EF 
HOUS EPA.ENTS, and O THER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOY£0 ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS· 
SESS SKILLS IN MAINHNANCE. MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS 8EAUTifiCATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI · 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT fiLING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE Of SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
fOR LARGE GROUP fUNCT IONS, BOOKKEEPING. O R 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CO N· 
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT 1512) 589-772S (day) o r 
S09-2236 (nighl/ weekcnds), o r wr ile to Route 16, 
llox 7S, Medina, TX 78005. 
Financially indcpendc nl pulpi t mlniSler, ACU gradua te , 
age 34, wife, two chi l dren, wn nts 10 serve congregation 
wllh in rcasonaiJie d is la nce o f Melroplex, in te rim o r fill 
ln. Send my sa lary 10 mission work. 1'.0. Box 344866, 
Da llas. 75234. 1214) 24S-6202. 
ANNOUNCING NEW CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BEC IN
NINC IN I'H0£NIX, AZ., rrades K·12, classes begin 
September Glh. 1 his schoo Is a part o f the overa ll 
minislry of lhc Soulhwesl Church of Chris!, 3849 W. 
Encanlo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ. Academic excellence will 
be sought but our central goal is to further assist o ur 
homes on truly making d isciples of our children as 1hey 
grow 10 maturrly. We have ne w fac ilities beginning 
construction to fully serve the various ministries of the 
con~reg.\lion. Have you thouflhl of moving 10 Phoenix! 
We invrlc you 10 come and be a part of the "South· 
weSl fam ily" as we pr.Jyerfully seck to mcel lhe 
challences prcscnlcd to 1he home and the church by 
our secular, h umantstic society. Contact Stan \Vi llia ms, 
3849 W. Encanlo Blvd ., Phoenix, AZ 85009. Phone : 
602-041-519S o r 272-2SS1. 
HELP WANTED: Manueli lo Navajo Children's Ho me has 
an Immediate opening for a mature couple to serve ;n 
relief-houscparenlS. The husband should possess some 
skills in m a intenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, so me super
visory skills would be d esirable. The wife sho uld 
possess some office skills o r o lher useful skills. We a re 
also accepting appllcalions for ho use porenlS, se cre lar ial, 
and o ther lypes of em11loyces. In add llion lo salary, we 
p rovid e fu ll room ond board, heallh insu rance, vacalio n 
and d3ys o ff and 3 n excellen t reti rement p rogram. Fo r 
m o re inform a llon and app licn lion fo rms conlacl Jo e H. 
Boolh or l . D. Alch ison al 1 1505) 063·S530 o r wr ilc to 
Drawe r B, Ga llu p, NM 07301. 

Traveling lh ru flor ida/ Worship a t Alachua Chutch 
of ChriS!, 2 mi. ea>l of 1-75, exi t (441) between Lake 
City & Gaonesvillc. 904- 462-3326. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST l N HOL LYWOOD 
600 N . .Roumore (at Clinton) Loa Anaele.a 9000• 
Sunday: Cl&oaea lOAM Worahip 11 AM 6 P Jrl 

Miniotcra: Robert Blair and Dale L inge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

Let ua p r int the next memberahip d irector:r of tbe 
Lord'a Churc:h whore :rou worship, Speedy aorvico, 
reaaonable p rice. Send tor i n format ion and f ree 
aom ple dl roctory , Spantr lor Church Directory P rint
lntr Sonlce. P.O. Dox 17 10, Auburn, CA 95603 err 
c:all (e t 6J 886-5776. 
THECH URCH THAT;.:..,M:;;E;;E,:T'<s ~A;c;T;:-:;2::-nd:o:a:-::n-::;d-A7' v:::e:-. -;E~ .... Ro-:;bc-s· 
lowni Texas Is looking for a Gospel Pteach er, age 62 
or o d e r. We can furnish a nice place to live and 
ullliloes. The salary is ne~:otiable. Call or w rite Harvey 
Sullins al 21S Ashburn , Ro bslown, Texas 78380. Tele
p hone Sl2·367-J261. Week days call afte r 6:00 p.m. 
The C hurch of Chr is t In l aredo, Texos has immcdiale 
open ing for a fu ll-time p reacher. Subm it inquiries o r 
applications and resumes 10 Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Aven ue, l a re d o, Texas 76040, Alln. : Dale 
Ha rre ll . 
FU ll~T':-:1 M=~ ~P::-;R;-;E:-:A-;;C=:-I-t7:E:-::R:-:-:W7A:-:Nc::T;:C;-;D::-:-S""n-,-. l,-l-:b-u-:-l-c-s:-la'b"l i-:sh- e-:-d 
conRrcgallon of approximotely 7S members, wi th good 
youth program, In need of full lime preacher. loca tion 
•s In lltll Country of South Central Texas. Please send 
resume for further correspondence:. Send resume to 
Church of Christ, Rl. 1, Box 192 M, Buchanan Dam, 
Texas 78609. 
PREACHER WANTED: Church of 90 in Greater New 
O rleans needs preaGher. Desrre married man between 
30 and 45 wilh ability in pulpit and personal work. 
Creal opporlunilies Wllh 1984 World's Fair. Contact 
Dennis Outler, 504-392-7771. 
VACATIONING in " Raystown Country" Pennsylvania! 
Then worship wilh lhe Hunlingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 10 10 Mount Vernon (Smilhficld Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Sludy 
9:4S; Worshrp 10:4S. Mrdweek Brble Sludy- 7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact you r fr iends 
and relallves in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643·1427. 
WANTED: C;.r..:c::.e...;n~c::.o.:..ve-r-:•""•s"'o_n_g_s_o.,.f-t"'h-e-:C"'h_u_r-c7h-:.'o-, -1"'9"'7~5 
edil lon . If in good condi tion w ill b uy a ny q uantity 
from 2S lo 100. Church of Chris!, 14655 Sherman Way, 
Van Nuys, CA 91405. (213) 70S-2623. 
OPEN ING fO R PREACHER wilh lhc Manitowoc Church 
of Chris!, Manllowoc, Wisconsin . MuS! be q ua lified 
a nd expe rienced In pul11i1 a nd personal work. Relat ively 
young, self su ppo r lrng cong regalion needs lhe leade r
sh ip ol u mature, as;;~:rcss i vc nnd evangelistic preache r. 
Oeglnn lng salary in lhe h ig h teens. Send resume 10 
Church o f Chris!, 1 109 N. 17 lh Streel, Manilowoc, W I 
S4220. 
EUME;..,N""T"'A'"'R""Y:-=T=-CA'"'CHCRS WANTED. Must be licensed or 
eligible to be licensed. Redland Ch rislian Academy, 
17700 S. W. 280 Street, HomeSle•d, Florida 33031, 
Phone 1-305-247-7399. 

PREACHING OPPORTUNITY 
CHURCH Of C HRIST IN OAKDALE, CA. is looking for 
a full · llme Minister. W rile-Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
86, Oa~dale, 01. 9S361, for information regarding 
qualificallons, e•perience, and responsibilities. 

ENERGETIC MINISTER w ilh 32 years experience seeks 
challenglnll posllion as assoclale minislcr. Strong ba ck
ground in cducalion, hospilal mlnlslry, counseling, and 
working wllh mililary personnel. M. A. Harding Cradu
ale School; £d. M. and post·graduate sludics from 
Easte<n Ill inois Universily. Desire work wilh e lders and 
prog ressive congrc~alion who seck lo d evelop a vital 
teaching oricnlcd educational program. Pre fer to loca le 
in soulh o r southwest ncar a mililary insta llation . Call 
(217) 893-91S6 afte r 6 P.M. Wrlle: la mes (Jim) Girdley, 
1341 Briarcliff D rive, Ranloul, ll 61866. 

INVJJ:STIGATml Tbe Firm Foo n d a tlo a 
u le• to Ae reeo ad'\'ertl,.l ng, n n d w ill n o t 
laiO\Ting l y tnke q u e•tlonpbl ., a d v ertlaln l(. 
llu t It I• t~e r end.,r'• r e aJ1onalblllty t o la
vratl~ente • . ;,t.Jk e any o tbe• pa pe r , we a o me
tlnaea uo~fttlngly ron ,.,. o nwortby ad. 
A.a tbe o l 4 •ayl n lf ~roea, tJefor e y o n laTeat. 
la ve•tll(a'e' 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SElECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 
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We Thank You Who VIsited Our Booth 
At The Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop! 

AN INDIAN 

.. BECOMES A C.OWBOY 
It sounds like a Hollywood script gone wild, a 

Bible epic cqnfused with a western . But this is true . 

The driver of a two-wheeled cart knocked on the 
door of A John Abraham Children 's Home in In
dia , and reported a baby abandoned on the train 
tracks. The newly born boy, naked and blue with 
cold, was rescued by the John Abraham people 
fifteen minutes before the next passing train. They 
named him Moses. 

Moses 

The John Abraham Fund Helps 
Children In Nine Homes In 

Baby Moses had been a ll the name he needed' 
for five months. Then all of a sudden they named 
him Daniel Ellis Moses Lenz. issued him a p assport , 
fl ew him exactly half-way around the world , and 
placed him in the arms of a Christian mother and 
father. This part of the story was made p ossible · India and Pakistan 
with the help of All God's Children Adoption Agen·· r---------------
cy. t SPECIAL REPLY t 

. The new father stood there in the airport holding t YES, Ba~er, I want to save the life and soul of a child. t 
h1s -son of less than three minutes, feeding him a Enclosed ts $ 0 Use it anywhere it is needed. t 
bottle . Both mother and father stared at Moses:· t 0 I want to educate _African children in your NTONDA t 
both smiling. Then one tear formed in the father's t school at $1.00 per month. f 
ey_e. Then ~nether. and another . Moses' mo m ' 0 I want to support a child on a sustained basis at $2_2.00 f 
dned his dad s tears away. As they looked at each ' per month. (1 understand I can quit at any ttme.) 

h f 
i Please send me the picture and date t 

ot er, tears rom both of them began to flow in ear- ' 0 s d k f bl' · t F · d h h' f I t en a pac et o your pu tcations to ____ _ 
nes . n en s w o were watc mg e t uncomfort- t 
able to be intruding on such a private moment . But , Address . I will see that they, 
it was too captivating a scene to turn away The ' are distributed to the church. ' 
grandfather got to hold Moses. and then the great- t 0 Sen~ a packet of information to the address below. t 
gra df th 1 t t f .

1 
' I wtll work to try and get my Sunday School class 

n a er. ns an ami y. ' or Church involved . t 
t 0 Send me rpore information for my private use . f 

Moses arrived from India Saturday night. March 
21. 1980. Sunday morning he was in church . His t Name ddress f 
mom explained they left Moses in his name be- t Zip Phone t 
cause he was a providential child. t 

BAXTERLOE t 
Moses' family has fi ve horses. They started t (Your donations are tax deductible) "JOHN ABRAHAM MEMORIAl. t 

breaking one the week Moses arrived , to have it ~~~1fJ~tr RELIEF FUND 

rea.dy by the time he can ride . He used to be an t AMARILLO. rx 79120 f 
Indian. That was before he became a cowboy. f CALL US t 

There are more would-be parents who would 
love to have a baby Moses. There are little children 
around the world who need pare nts. "Let my peo

~iT m~ 
t COLLECT AT :.::::~:::7.:;:::;, ~~~:~ t 
t 806-383-7631 :::=:!::;~~~: ~ f t ·•••-•"''"- t.f.).JC.LCOU"c t 
f FOR MORE ... ~-~.. ~ECFR~ f 

(The Lenzfamfly are members of the Metro Church of t INFORMATION "" " ~.~j f Christ In Phoenix.) _______________ _ 

ple go." - John Comer 
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IHE HEART OF BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, or.ens up to wel
come the Pan-American l ectureship which w11l be held there 
November 7-11. The Pan-American Lectureship brings the 
evangelistic needs of Latin America to th e a!tention of North 
American ·church leaders each year at that t1me. The lecture
ship committee has secured the facilities of the She raton 
Hotel on the thoroughfare pictured above f«?r the event. For 
information contact jim Frazier, Box 1157, Mmden, LA 71058. 

Austin, Texas, July 19, 1983 
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Baptized in the Word 

. There really isn't a lot Qf difference in being baptized 
mto Christ and being immersed in the word. One who 
dis_dains baptism into either has little if any, chance of 
gomg to heaven. . 

Every Christian should be immersed in the word to 
the extent that he cannot be backed off from the truth 
and ~ reasonable application of it by the bombastic, 
emotional speeches of those who profess to be giant 
killers and do their battling when those they attack are 
absent. People are easily swayed. Most any pied piper 
can whistle most any tune-especially if it is negative
and whistle most anytime-especially if it is negative and 
critical-and multitudes will senselessly follow him. We 
will always have false teachers. The first-century church 
had them. They must be detected and exposed. But the 
one doing the exposing must have done his homework. 
Else, he is not the champion for the job. His opinions 
are worth no more in the market place than those of the 
next fellow. We have in the past manufactured too many 
arguments that would. not hold water. It is the word. of 
God that counts and those who propose to wield the 
sword of the Spirit should learn the art. 

We should be unrelenting in our defense of good 
things and the men who are doing them. It is a tragedy 
for us to fail to stand up and be counted where good 
men and good works are being maligned and to remain 
silent where error is being taught. The mouth of the 
gainsayer must be stopped and one of the tasks of any 
faithful elder is that he not only be able to do it, but that 
he do it. 

History shows ove~ and over again that a faithful 
church does not remain faithful very long. In one life
time an old-timer can see changes in his home congre
gation. There were changes before him. There will be 
changes after he is gone. The church will change again 
and again. It is as natural as water flowing downhill. This 
is why it is important to keep alive the spirit of Restora
tion. We must keep immersing people in the word. If 
the Bible school doesn't do it, and the pulpit doesn't do 
it, we are in trouble. 

We may be the descendants of faithful Christians, oc-

2 [494] 

cupying the same church building, with the same name 
over the door, using the same song books and using 
the same phrases in our prayers, but we will be different. 
Only immersion in the word can save us from apostasy, 

We are heavily burdened with the state of the church 
in general, and with the attitude of the members of the 
average congregation whose continual departures from 
sound doctrine and concern about sound practices 
abound. There is a vast difference between what we ap
pear to be on the outside and what we really are in 
our hearts. 

!here is no way that we can safely trust anything to 
gUide us other than the word. This is the age of experi
mental religion-people seem willing to trust anything 
but the word. Placing the eternal future of one's soul on 
the platform of experience is not a wise thing to do. 
There is a much more sure Rock of Ages to which we 
we can cling. Jf we need instruction in righteousness, 
we should enter the temple of God's revelation without 
checking our brains at the door. We know of no other 
gospel, no other doctrine, no other foundation or no 
other Christ than that which is revealed in the word. 

If it was necessary for Jude to admonish the saints, 
while the apostles were still living and the vivid, first
hand memory of the agonies of the cross was fresh on 
their minds, to contend earnestly for the once-delivered 
faith, how much more does it behoove us to guard 
against apostasy by pointing people to the word. These 
perilous times demand a baptism in it. 

We are convinced that the teaching· of the Bible is 
relatively useless and meaningless without an evange
listic thrust. Unless the word produces disciples we are 
headed down a dead-end street. 

Counterfeits are detec:;ted by comparing them with 
an established standard. Just as the local druggist Is ob
ligated to maintain the accuracy demanded of the pre
scription lest he poison us all, so must those who ad
minister the balm of Gilead maintain the authenticity of 
their teaching by .measuring it, each time it is admin
istered, by the divine standard. Our baptism in the word 
is essential to our ability to inform others of what their 
baptism into Christ can do for them. 
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"I'm Sick and Tired of the Church I" PAULISOM 

How often I have heard the words, 
"I'm sick and tired of the church!" At one 
point in the past, I have spoken those 
very words myself. There was a time 
when I thought no one could be so 
immature as not to see 'the "deadness 
of the brotherhood." I thought I was 
a mature, seasoned Christian when I 
looked at things in this way. I must have 
thou~ht that God had appointed me as 
"resident critic of the churches of 
Christ." Then I started thinking a bit 
deeper. This article is for those who are 
thinking of leaving. 

Okay, suppose you leave the 11main
line" churches of Christ. Where will you 
go? Here are the options: (A) Go to 
another congregation of the churches of 
Christ: perhaps you will find one that 
better fits your notions of what the 
church should be. Surely there is a "per
fect church" out there somewhere, but 
be prepared for a lon~ search! (B) Go to 
a religious group outs1de the churches of 
Christ fellowship: You could have your 
pick of just about anything, but would 
you be able to stomach tfleir problems 
any better than the ones in the churches 
of Christ? Do ther, have a better record 
of biblical faithfu ness? Are the people 
better? Will you find perfection? (C) 
Start your own church: This is a popular 
alternative. The number of dissatisfied 
"house groups" seems to proliferate 
weekly. The advantage here is that if you 
can start your own group, and get peo
ple to listen to you, you can be the 
leader, and do things your way, at least 
until your fellow-dissidents get tired of 
YOU. You can even write a book about 
your new movement. If it sells you could 
be set for life! The big drawback here, 
however, is that it has been done! How 
do you think the Christian movement 
got split up into umpteen warring fac
tions? It happened because of 2000 
years of "option C!" 

Or, you could refuse any involvement 
in "organized religion" whatsoever: 
After all, you could just go out in the 
woods and "commune with Jesus." Who 
needs the church? Other people mess it 
up anyway. This of course demands that 
you ignore the New Testament's teach
ing about the necessity of the church 
and the fact that God intends for our 
faith to have an interpersonal context. 
This is your option if you consider your
self the "only true worshiper" and you 
do not mind decapitating Christ from his 
body. But it gets lonely. 

There is a fifth choice. STAY! Perhaps 
it takes more courage to stay and fight 
and try to make needed changes as an 
earnest, involved participant in your 
Christian community. I plead that we all 
realize the need 'for endurance. I be
lieve God desires for us to love the 
church and our fellow Christians where 
we are, in spite of all their problems. 
God's grace is 111ove, even though .... " 
Should not I show the same gracious 
love towards mv brothers and sisters? 
Do you just walk out every time some
thing goes wrong in your marriage? 

Hopefully, you are committed to one 
partner for life. You are willing to for
give and go the millionth mile for that 
one you fove. Why then are some so 
quick to split, hurt, run down, leave, or 
otherwise cause trouble in the church? 

Admittedly, there are plenty of prob
lems that need immediate and serious 
attention in the church. But .leaving the 
church or trying to hurt it is NOT the 
answer. We can tear the lord's body to 
pieces over all sorts of petty questions 
and personal vendettas, but, in the final 
analysis, the fact of division is nearly al
ways more terrible than the issues which 
caused it. How many congregations exist 
today whose roots may oe found in an 
ugly split over matters which nobody 
can remember? The issues seem to 
decay over time, but the grinning skele
ton of division is left. 

look again at the marriage analogy; 
Paul used it in Ephesians 5:21-33. What 
could possibly make me decide to leave 
my wife? I am committed to her. There 
are very few reasons over which any 
split could come between us, and even 
in those areas there is always room for 
forgiveness. leaving the church or di
viding God's family constitutes far too 
drastic a step. Some people treat the 
church like many of the Hollywood stars 
treat their marriages; 11l'm on wife num
ber five, and if slie doesn't work out, I'll 
go to number six!" We are in effect mar
ried to the lord. Nq congregation can 
flourish when its members feel they can 
pull up roots whenever they please. 

Has anyone out there really come up 
with biblically justifiable reasons for 
breaking the commitment that exists be
tween Christ's church and its members? 
I've heard a lot of reasons, but I do not 
believe any of them warrant the greater 
crime of d1viding the body. Your "place
ment of membership" is not a casual act.· 
It involves a matter of trust between 
Christians. Church leaders have to know 
upon whom they can depend. You can
not have commitment to Christ without 
loyalty to the body for which he died. 
Christians who continually "hop around" 
or leave at the slightest flash of dissatis
faction are dishonorable and unde
pendable. 

How effective are you going to be if 
you pick up the reputation of an un
cooperative troublemaker or a "migrant 
church member"? Would not it be oetter 
to become involved in the work of the 
church and then, if something happens 
in that church that seems to you to be 
biblically wrong, work for change in a 
spirit of love and cooperation? Usually, 
the people I've noticed as. being .t~e 
chronic complainers and res1dent cnt1cs 
are the least involved members in the 
congregation. I tend to lose little sleep 
over the complaints of members who are 
never there except when a complaint is 
to be made. I will listen all day to the 
constructive criticism of earnest, in
volved hardworking, loving Christians. 
They ~re the ones who count in the 
battle. 

Often, when a person is very dissatis
fied with his home congregation, he 
claims that his conscience cannot endure 
the terrible ilis current in that church. 
It is very easy to refuse to give, attend, 
or be fully involved and then blame your 
laxity on your conscience. My 11con
science" allows me to live with a some
what imperfect being who is occasionally 
a hypocrite and sometimes a general 
pain-in-the-neck! Am I allowed to leave 
my wife every time I feel dissatisfaction 
with my marriage? When I feel resent
ment toward my wife, a little voice 
com·es to me and says, ''You are no 
better, and sometimes you are far worse; 
your loving wife should receive a prize 
for living with you!" 

I believe the same principle holds true 
in the church. You would best make sure 
you remember your own deficiencies 
before you become a "resident critic." 
The New Testament does not teach that 
I am bound bY. another man's conscience 
whenever HE pleases. 

In Romans and 1 Corinthians, Paul 
speaks of voluntary self-restrictions of a 
Christian's liberty out of loving deference 
to a "weaker brother's" scruples about 
something that does not involve a faith
issue. In speaking of the "weaker 
brother," Paul is referring to the person 
who may be in danger of losing his 
faith due to my example. He is not 
discussing the Cflristian who feels he has 
the right to create havoc in a church over 
his conscience, point-of-view, or inter
pretation. Yet I see Christians eith.er leav
ing or staying and causing trouble over 
issues raised by their "more spiritually 
sensitive consciences." This could in
volve anything from personal ennui with 
the elders to whether or not to eat in 
the church buildins. You never really 
know what weird 1ssue your brethren 
are going to raise next. It is odd how 
they never fight over the issue of 
whether or not we shall love one another 
or whether or not we shall have unity. 
No! it has to be something petty and 
ridiculous. 

We seem to believe it is perfectly okay 
for us to dissolve our union with one 
another over almost anything. When 
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, however, he 
treated their problem of division first, 
although they had sent him a long list 
of 11issues" for him to solve. Their num
ber one problem was their division. They 
were filled with pride. They ~ad set ~p 
personality cults around thetr favor~te 
leaders. Paul said they were babies! 
Why? Because they were divided, there
fore they were carnal. They were busily 
ripping the body of Christ to pieces, and 
Paul said that "if anyone destroy's God's 
temple him will God destroy" (1 Cor. 
3:16, 1

1

7). Notice also that Paul did not 
once tell any Corinthian to leave the 
church and go where things were "more 
spiritual." • 

1 do not believe in unity at any pnce. 
1 do believe there are very few reasons 
over which I can biblically separate my
self from my brethren. If I do so I'd 
better be sure that I am in a position to 

(Continued on page 11) 

3 [495] 



Conviction in Christ: 
Repentan(e of Life 

CLIFTON ROGERS 

Be asked once again, "Are you a person of sincere convic
tion?" Better still, ask yourself, "Am I a person whose con
viction motivates and controls my life?" Does this conviction 
in Christ find expression in certainty of purpose and coura
geousness of action? Does it assure both stimulation and con
solation? How firmly tied to repentance is it? 

Is the spirit of repentance a living part of your life, or your 
personality? Or is repentance something you once knew on 
that wonderful day you became _a Christian? Surely, too, as a 
disciple, there have been those times of contrition and resolu
tion when you conducted yourself in some ugly, hostile, 
senuous way contrary to the teaching and example of jesus. 
Oh, but what about the positive qualities of repentance-as 
year by year you grow into the likeness of your Savior and 
lord? 

Faith That Stands 
Stand fast in the Faith. That was an exhortation to the 

church of God at Corinth in the first century (1 Cor. 16:13), 
and it is an imperative for every new generation of saints. 
Stand fast. In that same letter the apostle Paul had ex
plained, "My speech and my preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 2:4, 5). The realization that 
we are walking in the revealed way of our Lord, and that 
we lovingly serve the lord of that way, will have us striving *«> 

earnestly to stand fast in the faith. 
The breadth of our understanding, and the strength of our 

conviction will enlarge our appreciation of the Master's high 
standard for us, of the utter impossibility of our being faithful 
without his personal help, and of the richness Qf his grace in 
our lives. We need not only his help but his longsuffering and 
his forgiveness. To be alert to his will for us requires that 
we time and again go over the roads of evidence leading to 
faith. This is part of that marvelous exhortation from the 
apostle Paul: "Preach the word .••.. reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). "Re
prove," most often used to mean almost the same as 11re
buke," doesn't mean that here. A footnote in the American 
Standard Version indicates "bring to the proof." Preaching the 
word, ·and studying the word, includes re-proving, proving 
again. The Revised Standard Version uses the word "con
vince." 11Putting you in remembrance" can indeed 11Stir you 
up" (2 Peter 1 :12-21). 

That very principle is employed by a west Texas congrega
tion as they go into the homes of brothers and sisters who 
appear to be falling away from the faith. D~ they. use ~he 
thrilling story of the prodigal son (Luke 15) m the1r lovmg 
efforts to bring the wayward or negligent Christian back into 
faithfulness of life and service? Perhaps so--but primarily they 
use thoughts relating to the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. You know why. If the reality of the resurrection of 
jesus can be brought to life once again in the up-front co.n
sciousness of the erring Christian, the same depth of convac
tion that brought that one to Christ can bring him back to h!m 
in faithfulness of service. Repentance is the result of convic
tion, not simply of a consideration of someone else's re
pentance. 
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Spirit of Repentance. We do not have in mind a "guilt trip" 
as we think about conviction and repentance. We do not 
have in mind the mourn<·:-'s bench concept of rededicating 
one's life publicly during every gospel meeting. We have 
before us the realization that we do fall short of the lord's 
ideal for us, and that we even fall shbrt of knowing what his 
ideal for us is. Well understood is. the great principle of grace 
in Christ which has us saved by his imputed righteousness. 
We can be faithful; we will never be perfect in an absolute 
sense (we can be perfect in the sense of maturity). There is 
the horror of sin (oh, we must never, never become com
fortable in our sins) and the Jove of the lord and the way of 
righteousness. True conviction sharpens and intensifies our 
disposition to holiness. True conviction depends upon our de
sire to know the revealed will of the lord, but it also results 
in a deeper, broader desire to know his will. The spirit of re
pentance is joyful submissiveness for the growing, maturing 
Christian. There is open admission of sin and shortcomings; 
there is openiasking and accepting forgiveness; there is open 
determination to overcome temptation, the Lord being helper. 
What a blessed life this is! 

Repentance of Life 

Put Off the Old Man. "Put to death therefore your mem
bers which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, pas
sion, evil desire, and coveteousness, which is idolatry; for 
which things sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons 
of disobedience: wherein ye also once walked when ye lived 
in these things; but now do ye also put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking- out of your 
mouth; lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off 
the old man with his doing, and have put on the new man, 
that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of 
him that created him~' (Col. 3:5-10). We can so quickly 
exempt ourselves from past involvement in some of those 
sins, but._in n·o way can we plead innocence toward all of 
them. And even where there has not been the outward mani
festation in obvious giving in to temptation, they may often 
have bef;!n inner ugly and sinful thoughts that never resulted 
in the outward sin. Growing in the spirit of repentance will 
·truly assure surer holiness of ·life. We grow not only in the 
will and strength to overcome temptation, but we steadi~y 
sense that overcome-temptations have less and less place m. 
our thoughts and lives. 

Put On the New Man. "Put on therefore, as God's elect, 
holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowline~s, 
meekness,. longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiv
ing each other, if any man have a complaint against any; even 
as the lord forgave you, so also do ye: and above all these 
things put on Jove, which is the bond of perfectne~s. And 
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts to the wh1ch also 
ye were called in one body; and be thankful" (Col. 3:13-15). 

"If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matt .. 16:24). ~o spoke 
our Lord. Deny self. This is not a mandate JUSt to. g1ve up a 
few of my major sins. I am to deny myself. How clearly I 
see this in "Put off the old man." How clearly, too, in "Put 
on the new man." And as I sense my shortcomings, the spirit 
of repentance is prodded by the strength of my convicti.ons-:
my faith and trust in the lord, in his comman?s, 10 h1s 
promises and assurances. I look sorrowfully but bnefly back· 
ward in repentanc AND then look joyfully and purposefully 
forward in repentance. 

420 N. Edgefield at Seventh St., Dallas, TX 75208 
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The Legalistic Type JOE MORGAN TAYLOR 

We have the legalistic type in all professions, and they tend 
to make any system rigid and inflexible. The legalist must 
have each step in a process spelled out for him. The Cali
fornia Welfare Manual sfates in the introduction that its rules 
and regulations are to be 'liberally construed.' It is understood 
that too many people are to be served by the system for it 
to contain a specific rule for every possible situation. The 
worker is allowed to make some judgment as to how to apply 
the general rules. When I worked for the system, we had an 
average of two or three rule changes for every working day. 
When many of the new ones came down from Sacramento, 
one supervisor would ask the administration for an interpre
tation. When she was satisfied, the now rigid rule could not 
serve its general purpose. This supervisor could work no other 
way. She had to have the letter that killed the spirit of the 
general rule. Her legalism made some of the general rules of 
none effect in some situations. 

The opposite of legalism is liberalism, and whether liberal
ism is good or bad depends upon the interpretation of the 
one who uses it. If we define a liberal as some do, Jesus was a 
liberal. The law of God was important to him. No sin or trans
gression was found in him, but he had no use for the legal
istic interpretations called "the traditions of the elders." His 
disciples ate with unwashed hands, gathered a few grains of 
wheat on the sabbath, and he talked in a public place with a 
Samaritan woman who was an adulteress. He healed men on 
the sabbath, and when the Pharisees asked him why his 
disciples transgressed the traditions, he answered, 11Why do 
ye also transgress the law of God by your traditions? •.. Thus 
have you made the commandment of God of none effect by 
your tradition." The Pharisees lived by a measure which, ac
cording to their thinking, assured them that they were resting 
in the good graces of God. When one had given the Lord an 
ounce of every ten ounces of mint, he had filled the measure. 
Judgment, mercy and faith have no boundaries. When is this 
measure filled? The legalistic spirit of the Pharisees still lives. 
Men strive for the letter that kills, instead of the· spirit that 
gives life. Is there no alternative to the extremes of legalism 
and liberalism? 

After Jesus and his disciples left the physical scene, men 
again began the process of building up interpretations or tra
ditions and forcing them on others. By the end of the era 
known as the Dark Ages, a measuring rod known as the Sacra
mental System was in general use. A man would be told that 
if he had been baptized the eighth day after his birth, had 
been confirmed, had been married in the church, would be 
faithful in his confessions and in participating in the Holy 
Communion, and would receive the Extreme Unction at the 
point of his death, all would be well with his soul provided 
these rites had been performed by one who had been 
initiated into the Holy Orders. This was a well-defined 
measuring rod. Many broke away from this system after the 
Reformation, but these breaks resulted in new interpretations 
which were formalized into written creeds. These creeds 
brought strife rather than the unity for which jesus prayed. 
If a man should accept any one of these creeds and live by 
it, would he be any better than the tradition loving Pharisee? 
If he .should teach this creed to others, would his worship 
not be in vain because he would be teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men? Let us do away with all creeds 
of men and return to the "oracl~s of God!" 

But does it make any difference whether the interpretations 
are written into a formal creed and subscribed to by some 
church council, or are ·merely held by a group of Christians 
who pass them on orally and use them as a basis of fellow
ship? We have some general rules that have been tied up by 
traditions which are not written into a formal creed, but they 
have been as destructive as any known creed. The jews be
lieved that their traditions were originally given by Moses 
and passed along from generation to generation until some
one finally wrote them down. Did writing them make any dif
ference? It is not whether they are written or oral, but the 
adherence to them that. causes the problem. 

Perhaps we should give some idea as to what we mean by 
general rules. We recently met a brother who is troubled be
cause his congregation is feuding about withdrawing from a 
brother who has not attended their services in more than a 
year. Paul was specific when he wrote,·"Therefore put away 
from among you this wicked person." But how can you put 
someone from among you who has not been among you for 
more than a year? How wicked does one have to be before 
we withdraw from him? We are· all wicked to some degree 
because John says, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves." Paul told the Thessalonians to withdraw from 
everyone that walked disorderly, but he placed the busybodies 
among the disorderly. Every church has its busybodies. At what 
point do we withdraw from the busybody? Withdrawing fel
lowship is an unpleasant affair to everyone except those of a 
sadistic nature. So we suspect that we often shirk our duty in 
this area, but we strongly believe that common sense and 
judgment should be used in carrying out this general rule. 

We have more general rules than many will admit. We are 
taught that they who preach the gospel should live of the 

· gospel, and those who are taught the word should support 
the teacher. But how are we to do this? Should we share our 
chickens and eggs with the preacher, or should we sell them 
and put the money into the church. treasury? Is there any 
necessary inference that the support has to pass through the 
church treasury? Did the Philippians give individually to 
Epaphroditus for Paul, or did they take up a church collection? 
How did the saints in Antioch give to the saints in Judea? . 
Did they take up a collection, or did they give directly into 
the hands of Paul and Barnabas? Our general rule is, "As we 
therefore have opportunity, let us do good unto all men." It is 
left up to us to recognize the opportunity and act upon it in 
the most sensible way. 

We have another general rule; "Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature." A new method of 
doing this is said to have originated in Florida, and we find 
some of the elements in the plan to be good, but when a 
group formalizes this method and puts it into force by 
pressure, we have another rigid and inflexible system de
vised by men. The by-products of this method are hatred and 
strife rather than peace and love. Give me the spirit that 
gives life rather than a forced system or method. Away with 
any crippling interpretations that are legislated by men. 

A man once asked, "Is a baptism in salt water valid?" Bap
tism, or immersion, is valid whether it takes place in a pond, 
river, ocean or baptistry if the deed comes from the hea~. 
When one sprinkles in the name of the lord and calls It 
baptism, he is not liberally construing the rule: he ~s breaking 
it. He is obeying a commandment of men. "Lord, g1ve me the 
wisdom to distinguish between your commands and those of 
men! Deliver me from the legalistic type!" 
125 Cambon Dr. 8-D, San Francisco, CA 94132 
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)iesus' View of Baptism 
NICK YOUNG 

"Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized 
by john. But John tried to deter him, sayaing, 11 need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?' jesus replied, 'Let 
it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righ
teousness.' Then John consented. As soon as jesus was bap
tized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 
was open~d, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 
'This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased' " 
(Matt. 3:13-17). 

11At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the jordan. As jesus was. coming up out 
of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven: 
1You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased'" 
(Mark 1 :9-11). 

"When all the people were being baptized, jesus was bap
tized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the 
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And 
a voice came from heaven: 1You are my Son, whom I love; 
with you I am well pleased'" (Luke 3:21, 22). 

"Then john gave this testimony: 'I saw the Spirit come 
down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not 
have known him, except that the one who sent me to bap
tize with water told me, "The man on whom you see the Spirit 
come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit." I have seen and I testify that this is fhe Son of God' " 
Oohn 1 :32-34). 

The baptism of Jesus reveals in a wonderf!JI way the im
portance this simple action had in the mind of Christ. Let us 
take a few moments to see how jesus viewed his baptism. 

First, jesus refused to let the opinion of another hinder him . 
in his decision. john the Baptizer, thinking he knew better, at
tempted to deter Christ in being baptized, insisting that the 
situation ought to be reversed. John's intentions were hon
orable. His perceptiveness of true spirituality is commend
able; perhaps from one standpoint he even was correct. Yet, 
his advice was incorrect. jesus needed to be baptized to ful
fill all righteousness. Consequently, the Lord did not Jet 
John's opinion alter his thinking. He went ahead as planned. 

Likewise, people today should not allow the opinions of 
others to cloud their thinking in regard to obeying, God. The 
Son of God declared, "Anyone who loves his father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me. Anyone who loves his son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37). 
On one occasion a man said to ·jesus, "I will follow you Lord, 
but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family." 
jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God" (Luke 
9:61, 62). Our choice to follow jesus should be determined 
simply on the basis of what God says in his word and our 
need to do it. 

Secondly, jesus expended considerable effort to be bap
tized. Mark tells us that jesus left Nazareth in Galilee and 
went down to john at the jordan. The River jordan runs many 
miles from the foot of Mt. Herman, the highest point in 
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Palestine, and empties itself into the Dead Sea over a hun
dred miles to the south. Now John was baptizing at Bethany 
(John 1 :28), which was at the very southern end of the river. 
This means that Jesus, if he came as 11Straight as the crow 
flies," walked sixty miles in order to be baptized. No one who 
is aware of that fact can deny how importantly jesus viewed 
his baptism. No event worth a sixty mile hike should be con
sidered lightly. 

In the same fashion people today ought to look upon their 
baptism into Christ as important as jesus did his. To enter 
into a state of forgiveness (Acts 2:38), obedient to the com
mand of God (Acts 1 0:48), being saved from sin, hell and 
the devil (Mark 16:16) is no trifle thing. Baptism is not a 
matter of opinion; it is a matter of faith (Rom. 10:17). It is 
the means by. which sinners become saints (Ephesians 5:26) 
and children of the devil become children of God (Gal. 3:26, 
27). Submitting to scriptural baptism is as important for us 
today as it was for jesus then. 

The third element which proclaims the importance of jesus' 
baptism lies in the fact that this event is referred to in all 
four biographical accounts of Jesus' life. It is .worth men
tioning that there are an innumerable multitude of events, 
works and words that filled the life of Christ which are not 
recorded in scripture. John wrote, "Jesus did many other 
miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples which are 
not written in this book, but these are written that you may 
believe that jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. And that by 
believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:30, 31). 
He wrote further, "Jesus did many other things as well. If 
every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the 
whole world would not have room for the books that would 
be written" (John 21 :25). Obviously, of. the many thousands 
of things that Christ did and said only a few are recorded one 
time. Still fewer are recorded as many as twice, only a very 
few as many as three times. But of the things that are recorded 
in the Bible only a small handful are found as many as four 
times. Only one miracle Christ ever worked, the feeding of 
the five thousand, is mentioned as many as four times. None 
of his p'arables are found more than three times. All four 
gospels do not give an accounting of the virgin birth of jesus. 
All four gospels· dQ not give an account of his glorious, 
miraculous ascension back into the presence of the Father 
after completing his work on this earth. All four gospels do 
not record the institution of the Lord's Supper or his tempta
tion or his genealogy. All four gospels do not record his 
beatitudes or his warnings against the Pharisees. Yet, all four 
gospel accounts give record to the beautiful baptism of jesus 
by john in the jordan. This fact alone shows how very, very 
important the immersion of Christ was in the mind of God. 

Upon seeing how jesus valued his baptism, surely no one 
today can take lightly this topic. Baptism is essential to our 
salvation. It is a part of the whole counsel of God. Anyone 
who does not acknowledge such should rethink his con
victions because he is obviously incorrect. 

2625 Lindberg Road, Anderson, IN 46012 
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The New Testament Church {13) 
JERRY HARVILL 

WHICH WAY FROM HERE? (3) 

The old adage warns that "those who do not know his
tory are doomed to repeat it," reminding us from a negative 
standpoint of the importance of the past for realistically 
plotting the church's future. 

In looking back to sample early Christian communities at 
Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Galatia, Colossae, Thessalonica, 
and Philippi, we learned not only much of value regarding 
the faith and practice in those locations, but also some 
broader insights into the New Testament church in gene ral. 
We concluded that (1) unity and diversity, (2) weaknesses and 
problems, and (3) militant cultural pressures, marked the 
New Testament church, showing clearly the first-century situa
tion was not at all the utopia it is often idealized to have 
been for the church. Furthermore, it was emphasized that our 
concept of "patternism" must reflect the fact that it is not 
an era but a Person who is God's ultimate revelation (Heb. 
1:1-3) and our perfect model fo r replication (Phil. 2:1-11; 1 
Peter 2:21-25). 

Where, then, do we go from here? Retrospection and roots 
provide essential orientation, but there is more to faith than 
looking back. It is time to look ahead. 

Projections 
The church at the end of th e 20th century must take care 

to maintain a profile worthy of her nature as the people of 
God. 

Self-Image 

In an age of identity crisis involving cultural and moral 
transition, it is imperative that the church maintain a positive 
and unambiguous self-image. Of the church in ancient 
Antioch it was said," ... and in Antioch the disciples were for 
the first time called Christians" (Acts 11 :26). Here is a clue to 
effective ministry: having our identity sharply focused crys
talizes our priorities and mission. When we are seen to be 
Christ-conscious rather than self-conscious, Christ-followers 
rather than self-seekers, we will radiate the Christian alterna
tive in a manner both impressive and convincing. On the 
other hand, the credibility of Christianity as a viable counter
culture is undercut when we forget who we are. Unless our 
lives manifest a qualitative difference then there remains no 
distinctiveness to our witness and the community of hope 
will disappear into the mass of the hopeless. 

Remembering who we are, therefore, is our hope for the 
future, and that self-image must always be determined by him 
whose name we wear. 

Quality Focus 

Furthermore, the church must get back to qualitative values. 
It is perhaps inevitable that within a culture built upon "gross 
national product" and fed by materialistic tangibles of "suc
cess," the church would have tendencies to quantify her mis
sion by defining spiritual success in terms of numbers and 
amounts. But while such practice may be sociologically pre
dictable, it .is still a distortion and a false step from the stand
point of Christ. We cannot with credibility denounce the 
idolatry of modern "success" while at the same time bowing 
down to the same things under religious labels. When a con
gregation changes preachers seeking one more famous, more 
"successful"; when a preacher climbs the career ladder seek
ing a new congregation that is larger and more prestigious; or 
when churches congratulate themselves on their "growth" by 
reference to statistics, we are more in tune with our Ameri
can success-conscious culture than with the Man from 
Nazareth whose focus was qualitative and spiritual. 

To show you what I mean, can you imagine a contemporary 
church hiring today a minister presenting for interview a 
record of "success" such as Jesus had during his ministry? 
The fact is, a resume reflecting conditions analogous to the 
final days of Jesus' ministry would today be promptly dis
missed as " failure." On the other hand, a church today no 
more "productive" than the group of brethren jesus labored 
with, would not be suffered for three years by modern 
preachers. Surely something is drastically wrong with our 
concepts of brotherhood "success"-wrong for both preach
ers and churches-when those concepts judge negatively the 
very Master who bought us 

All of this raises acutely the question, whG is to define 
reality, our age or our Lord? Our generation with its secular 
mindset has very definite success ideas of its own-ideas 
quantitative and materialistic in nature and self-seeking in 
rationale. For the church to mirror such values is to sell out at 
fundamental levels. It will therefore be a double tragedy if 
we end up disguising spiritual emptiness behind mere flurries 
of "busy work." What the world needs is not a religious 
model of "success" at its own game, but the t ruth that the 
cross has radically inverted the whole matter of greatness and 
that the "game" has been banned. Quality in the "hidden 
man of th e heart" involving the essential trinity of faith, hope, 
and love (d. Col. 1 :4, 5; 1 Thess. 1 :3; 1 Cor. 13:13), must al
ways be the last word in the church of Christ. (To be 
Continued) 

3880 Lee Adams Lane, Lexington, KY 40514 

7 [499) 



Christ Was Not Perfect NICK TURNER, JR. 

According to many of his con
temporaries' estimation, Christ was not 
perfect. They viewed him as speaking 
things too demanding (John 6:66): he 
kept not the commandments as some 
thought ·he should (Matt. 12:2); he 
thought too highly of himself (John 10: 
33); some feared Christ was in pursuit 
of their positions (John 11:47, 48); others 
thought him to be ignorant (Matt. 22:17, 
18); and he went places and with people 
some judged improper (Matt. 9:11). 

By extracting these human character
istics of the first century, we can see 
clearly that people have changed very 
little. We seem to be as judgmental and 
biased now as the religious folk were 
then. Based on these thoughts, I suppose 
there were some who thought Chnst ate 
too much or dressed improperly, es
pecially in their assemblies. Maybe he 
was unstable and not very reliable, for 
after all he refused to settle 'down, buy a 
piece of property, or start a family. Some 
probably disliked his riding a donkey, 
and when he walked some thought he 
ought to be riding. No one, including the 
Son of God, can please anyone all the 
time. We have said all that to say this, 
Christ's imperfection was not because of 
a flaw in his character, but because of 
human fallacies and misconceptions of 
right and wrong. 

Now I ask you, could you have loved 
Christ, even if his theology contradicted 
yours? It would not have been because 
of sin or error on his part, for he had no 
sin or inconsistencies in his life (Heb. 
4:15). I assure you that when he returns, 
there will not be anyone perfected with
out error, in action or theology. I know 
for some of us it would have been vir
tually impossible to have loved him. For 
you see, most of us only love those who 
Jove us-meaning those who do not 
bother or differ with us, require things 

Ho Hum 
Our Christian schools obliterated be

cause of governmental tax policies? Im
possible! Or so we think. We may need 
to think again. 

In the United States we have enjoyed 
religious freedoms for so long that we 
are not very vigilant about forces at work 
undermining it. 

A recent Supreme Court decision, if 
not providing cause for outright alarm, 
at least bears close watching. The case 
relates to a single private college that has 
a religious orientation, Bob jones Uni
versity. 

It began when the IRS singled out the 
University and decided to strip it of the 
tax-exempt institutions. 

The effect on the school is apt to 
prove disastrous inasmuch as it already 
faces the uphill financial struggle en
dured by all private schools. Now that it 
bears the additional handicap of being 
taxed, its existence becomes even more 
precarious, for the power to tax has 
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of us, or "offend" us. Abel offended his 
brother Cain (1 John 3:11, 12). Some of 
us, like Cain, decide we can do without 
our brother and his way of thinking. 

God said, 11The one who does not Jove 
his brother whom he has seen can not 
love God whom he has not seen" (1 
John 4:20). If we cannot accept each 
other with our opinions, how will we 
accept Christ once enli6htened, he 
meant to say something drfferent from 
o~r interpretation. let us pray that God 
will forgive us, for we have in times past 
turned off, avoided, and disposed of 
brethren for some of the same reasons 
those who were around Christ rejected 
what they thought was a person un
adaptable to their standards. They re
nounced the Son of God! So, they for
sook, suspected, tested, betrayed, and 
killed him for being what they thought 
this world and God could theologically 
do without. 

let us guard ourselves against our per
sonal misdirected standards. No Bible 
student can be absolute unless the pas
sage is absolutely clear. If the passage is 
not absolute, the subject is not con
clusive but excusable. We must be pro
tective of one another and stand in unity 
of Christ (1 Cor. 1 :10), being sensitive of 
one another's feelings and opinions. We 
cannot be guilty of setting our own 
standards (dogma) but looking into the 
word we must allow God to dictate our 
doctrines by absolute statements for the 
group or individual interpretative abso
lutes for self (Rom. 14:22). 

Thus even Christ-like people (who are 
perfect through his blood) are not al
ways going to be considered theologi
cally sound by their brethren or by 
humanistic estimation. Therefore, the 
final worth of another is ultimately de
termined with our attitude, and not in 
our brothers' ability to perform. Christ 
demonstrated this in the process of 

MALCOM P. HINCKLEY 

long been recognized as the power to 
destroy. 

The deprivation of tax.:.exmpt status 
did not come from Congress, our duly 
elected lawmaking body, but rather 
from bureaucratic dictate. Since the 
court upheld this process, Bob Jones 
University is made to suffer under a 
"law" created by unelected bureaucrats 
and upheld by unelected judges. 

Frequently a court decision rests on 
a single swing vote, so that later it is 
reversed by the court itself in a swing 
back the other way. In this instance the 
vote was not even close. Eight votes 
sustained the action, and only one lone 
dissent was registered against it. 

But on what grounds did the IRS and 
Supreme Court deny the University its 
tax exemption? A tenet of the school's 
religious faith is that they understand the 
Bible to teach that blacks and whites 
should not intermarry. For this reason it 

(Continued on page 12) 

dying, by the hands of the very ones 
he came to save, he determined their 
worth in his own attitude: 11father for
give them, they know not what they do." 

Stand firm in the truth, but love one 
another, and before swinging our two 
edged sword consider the possibility 
that our "enemy" might be our brother 
(Eph. 1 :22-23), Phil. 1 :21). let us be 
more understanding of one another, and 
love others as Christ loved us-11while 
we were yet (his enemy) sinners" (Rom. 
5:6). When Christ was a man, some 
thought he was wrong, imperfect, a sin
ner; and we all know he wasn't. just 
maybe our brother differing with us is 
right and we are wrong. After all, we 
are human and terribly inconsistent and 
judgmental. Christ was perfect-man is 
not, even in doctrine. 
2253 Ulmus, Loveland, CO 80537 

Right Operation-Wrong 
·Problem OWEN COSGROVE 

The story has been made public about 
two women in a large hospital who 
needed operations-one to remove her 
parathyroid glands, the other to correct 
back problems. 

Through some mix-up in procedures, 
the lady with the parathyroid trouble got 
back surgery, and the woman with the 
bad back got her parathyroids taken out. 
Imagine what a surprise when they 
awakened to find that what they got was 
unnecessary, perhaps even harmful 
(whatever parathyroids are, I want to 
keep mine as long as possible), and what 
they needed, they did not get. The op
erations were very successful, except 
that they were for the wrong thin~s. 

I wonder how often we do this m the 
church? A person needs comfort and he 
gets reproof; another person needs re
proof and he gets comfort. 

A fellow gets into trouble for trying 
to get church work done; another gets 
praise for obstructing God's work. Often 
we nag those who are working the 
hardest and ignore those that are out of 
duty. Instead of afflicting the comfort
able and comforting the afflicted, we may 
afflict the afflicted and comfort the com
fortable. 

We need to match our conduct to the 
needs of others. jesus often did the un
predicted. He was gracious to the outcast 
and despised, and he often was stern 
with the selfrighteous and proud. But 
the Great Physician never mixed the 
right operation with the wrong problem. 

Before we operate, we neeo to make 
sure of what we are doing. Not every
one needs the same operation. Some 
may not need any operation at at. And 
we may not be qualified to perform what 
operation is needed. It is not enough 
just to give someone "the business." Un
less we understand genuine problems 
and use helpful solutions, we may be 
agravating the situation. 

11Qh-h-h. Oh-h-h. Where am I. What 
is this? Who are you? You what? You op
erated on my back? Oh-h-h, my aching 
parathyroids!" 
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Do You Care Enough To Save a Life? SANDRA COBBLE 

Some child may need the care that 
only you can give-do you care enough 
to change a life? Having myself been the 
victim of psychological child abuse, 1 
know how important caroing can be-if 
only one person had really cared and let 
me know they cared! 

Many of us are concerned about the 
child who is physically abused, and we 
Jet our concern show. Physical abuse 
shows. Psychological abuse shows too, 
but most people are not aware of what 
they are seeing. Children react in dif
ferent ways. Some may become exces
sively timid. Some may react in socially 
unacceptable ways such as boisterous
ness or cursing. Some may have been 
hurt so much that they have built a 
seemingly impregnable wall about them
selves, becoming "loners." Very likely, 
you will not realize that a child is a vic
tim of this kind of child abuse. It may 
even be better if you are not aware of it. 
There is a difference between pity and 
love! A child needs and wants love. 

Matthew 25:40 reads, "And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
Even when we are least aware of it we 
are having influence on someone's life. 
There may be a child whose life YOU 
can change. That child may be a neigh
bor; he may be in your Bible class; he 
may be in your little league ball team, or 
he may be in VBS. You may come in con
tact with him in some unexpected way. 
If a child seems to want to be around 
you, CARE! You may be the only influ
ence he will ever have for Christ! If 
Jesus wanted to be around you, how 
would you treat him? 

Probably most of you have been raised 
in reasonably congenial surroundings 
with the comfort and support of loving 
parents. Have you ever thought how it 
would have affected you, if, instead of 
loving parents, your parents had told 
you-either by word or actions-that 
you were in the way? That you were 
not wanted? That you were a bother? 
That you were an unwelcome expense? 
That you were of no value for anything? 
No matter how hard you tried that you 
could not do anything right? Think back 
a minute and remember how badly you 
felt when you were just scolded for 
something, then think how bad it would 
be to live with that feeling day in and 
day out. Could you have stood it? Many 
children DO! Do you care enough to 
help change some child's life? If so, do 
what you can, where you are, with what 
you have! 

The Scriptures teach us that a child 
thinks as a child. He does not have the 
ability to reason as an adult. A child 
cannot realize that his parents are the 
ones who have the problem. It is his 
nature to believe that his parents are 
right; consequently, when they tell him 
he is at fault, that he is worthless, that 
he is of no value, he believes that he IS 
at fault, that he IS worthless, that he IS 

of no value. Even though a child may be 
longing to be loved, he probably cannot 
tell you, "Please love me," for he will 
think he is unworthy of love. However 
if he has never experienced love, he wili 
not know what he is longing for. He 
will just want to be around you though 
he may not know why. 

There are two kinds of love spoken of 
in the Bible. One is phi/eo, meaning "I 
like you very much." The other is agapao, 
m~ani~g a sacrificial type of love. No 
ch1ld as unlovable, but he may act in 
such a way as to be unlikable. We may 
not like a person, but we can love that 
person as God loved us! Did we act in 
such a way as to win God's love? Yet he 
loved us as we were, where we were. A 
child has a way of seeing through phoni
ness. Be yourself. Be honest. If he is 
wrong, tell him. But let him know you 
love him! A child does not want a "snow 
job." He just wants to be loved. You can 
love him even when he is unlikable, 
and you can express that love. 

You probably cannot change, and 
probably should not attempt to chanse, 
his environment, but you can help h1m 

The God of All Comfort 
Often in times of deep stress and 

sorrow, or panic gripping fear, when we 
turn inward we tap a great reservoir of 
strength. To say that we are drawing 
upon adrenalin, the subconscious or 
something residual within us, is hardly 
enough. I am persuaded with the 
wearied apostle of global experience that 
it is often nothing other than "the God 
of all comfort" (2 Cor. 1 :3). He stands 
only too ready to sustain us. As goes the 
song, "Our God is able to deliver thee!" 
This thought has brought consolation to 
my heart lor 35 years of preaching, and 
I am certain I do not stand alone. 

David did a solo with his soul when 
his own spirit confessed, "0 Jehovah, 
thou hast searched me, and known 
me. . . . Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: If I make my bed in 
Sheol, behold, thou art there ... " (Ps. 
139:1, 7-8). So often we read the grand 
promises of the scriptures without taking 
them with much conviction, but then 
there are those times we must rush in 
and see for ourselves if they are truly 
what we have been preaching they are! 
Truly we walk by faith and not by sight, 
but sometimes we are driven to Cod. 

Can he really sustain us? (Ps. 55:22). 
Will he indeed summon all things to
gether for our own good? (Rom. 8:28). 
Shall he truly console us and hear our 
most earnest prayer? (James 5:16; 1 
Peter 4:7). Will he surmount the walls of 
prevailing circumstance to rescue us in 
impending peril? I believe that he will. I 
cannot explain the things that go amiss 
in life, but neither can I totally compre
hend divine providence. I simply know 
that the Bible teaches it and I shall ac-

learn to cope with it. You may not ap
prove of the way his parents handle 
things, but they are the only parents he 
has. To a child, the unknown holds 
more terror than the known. His situa
tion may be quite bad, but he would 
have no way of knowing that another 
situation such as a foster home or or
phanage would be any better. Instead 
of trying to change the situation, try to 
teach him a new way of seeing the situa
ti?n. Show him a new ~orizon. Build up 
h1s self-esteem. Let h1m know he is 
worth something. Give of yourself. Love 
him, and let him know you love him! 
Care enough to change a life! The deep 
wounds of this kind of child abuse, left 
unattended, may never heal. Yet proper
ly attended to, they will heal and be
come just scars of memories. Because 
someone loved me, I am learnin~ to love 
myself. Because someone beheved in 
me, I am learning to believe in myself. 
Because someone could hope in my be
half, I am learning to hope. Someone 
cared enough to snow me new horizons, 
to change my life! Won't you care 
enough for someone you may know to 
show to him the love of our Savior? 
507 Hickerson Circle, Tullahoma, TN 
37388 

STANLEY E. SAYERS 

cept it at that. Illness or even death may 
be an angel unawares, and I am content 
to leave what happens to me in the 
hands of him who supremely loves me. 
This was the philosophy of contented 
Paul. If we will deliberately and trust
ingly place ourselves in the hands of 
God, whatever happens will be for our 
good (Rom. 8:31ff). Is faith a problem 
for you? Then read again Hebrews 11 and 
commit it to heart. 

His affectionate eyes are most pro
tective and fixed upon his people of 
prayer (1 ·Peter 3:12). He will withhold 
no good thing from those who walk 
upright (Ps. 84:11}. His vision encom
passes the earth (Ps. 66:7). He is there 
like a net to catch us when we lose our 
footing on the tightrope of life. He will 
never suffer the righteous to be moved 
(Ps. 55:22). Blessed is the man who puts 
his trust in him (Prov. 28:25). 

An elderly saint conceded that in the 
earlier years of her life she experienced 
the sweetness of her religion, but in the 
later years sorrow struck and she had to 
enter into the power of her religion. I 
think it is here that God becomes more 
real. She had advanced into that arena 
where she could no longer go it alone 
and had to reach out for and-lean upon 
her Lord. And only an atheist would 
deny that he is there. Dav.id called him 
a fool (Ps. 14:1). Tens of thousands of 
voices would blend as one in this per
sonal tribute--God is! Through the cen· 
turies men have had to reach out for 
Jehovah! 

Abraham Lincotn during the duress of 
the Civil War confessed that he had 
often to fall on his knees for he had 
nowhere else to turn. It is during the em-

(Continued on page 11) 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

:: 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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"I'M SICK AND TIRED 
OF THE CHURCH!" 

(Continued from page 3) 
judge the church. I would better be sure 
that the people I am leaving are guilty 
of greater sins than division itself! 

I believe the time has come for a 
renaissance among us! ll:>elieve that God 
is so good and that there is so much 
that is good about our brotherhood that 
there is every reason to hope. Those who 
would break off from our fellowship in 
hope of some sort of revelation will only 
succeed in eventually creating another 
sect. The people with whom you worship 
may discourage you, but you will not 
be judged for their failures. I would 
rather stand before God as one who tried 
to serve and help the church, with all its 
human frailties, than as one who decided 
to leave in the midst of the battle or as 
one who thought he could solve things 
by institutiing an underground move
ment. 

Let us stick together, depend on God, 
love one another, fight to change things 
that need changing, work to convert tne 
lost, and wait tilf he comes again to 
make all the pain of staying together 
worthwhile through his grace! Do we 
really think we will share heaven when 
we cannot get along with one another 
down here? There is too much good to 
do in this world for us to do evil in the 
church. Let us maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 
101 Dow Drive, Shelbyville, TN 37160 

---0'---
THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT 

(Continued from page 9) 
battling of the hottest conflicts when 
we can do nothing for ourselves that God 
breaks through our resistance and makes 
true believers of us. It is here that he 
heavily underscores the testimonies of 
the sacred word. It is here the Bible we 
have been believing all these years sud
denly is implanted so deeply in our 
hearts that nothing can jar it loose! 

In turbulence of chaos men learn two 
significant lessons-they cannot weather 
the storm alone and there is a God in 
heaven! He still rules among the affairs 
of men, espeCially those of his children 
(Rom. 8:28-39). He is manifestly the God 
of all comfort. 

Harvey Childress, 1409 N. Waterview 
Ave., Richardson, TX 75080: I have just 
returned from meetings/workshops in 
Park Rapids, Minnesota and Dauphin, 
Manitoba. We have received over 100 
requests for help from small churches 
all across these two nations. We have 
scheduled help for 42 of them. The rest 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa· 
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324..0120 

need preachers and/or support. We can looking for a place to do mission work 
send a list of these needs to any church in the U.S. and Canada. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

. .. 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preachlns 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

ON 

''GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE'' 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and working of God's purp~se through the ages. 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

e STRENGTHEN FAITH 
• BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENESS OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

''MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found ... very capable in a study of this type." 

-George Bailey 

"MIKE is a one-of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him ... go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P.O. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
1/512-423-3353 
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HO HUM 
(Continued from page 8) 

prohibits interracial dating among its 
students, but does not discriminate 
against black students in regard to at
tendance. They simply oppose mis
cegenation on the basis of their under
standing of biblical teaching on that 
point. (t is not denied that they are 
deeply sincere in their beliefs. 

For some 200 years the First Amend
ment to the Constitution has stood as a 
bulwark to guarantee freedom of re
ligion. Now we are being told this free
dom applies only when bureaucrats and 
judges approve of the particular tenets 
hela by the group in question. Some 
freedom! 

Predictably the liberal press, 1ed by the 
New York Times and Washington Post, 
chortled with glee at this decision. They 
strongly believe any idea should be ac
corded free expression, except those 
they disapprove of. Their particular ap
proval-typical of the chic media-ex
tends to abortion, homosexuality, and 
the like. Their particular wrath rests upon 
those who uphold traditional morality or 
embrace any form of fundamental bibli
cal religion. 

Since the highest court in the land 
now issues the cHctate: conform or per
ish, it is of more than academic interest 
to ask: What next? 

Observation of current trends suggests 
that J:lomosexuality is now on the way 
to becoming a 11civil right." A few years 
from now will the IRS decide because 
our colleges deny equal standing to 
homosexuals, they are contrary to funda
mental public policy and therefore must 
lose their tax exemption? Reasoning in 
the same way, the Supreme Court as now 
constituted would surely agree. You take 
the script from there. 

It is at our own peril we allow an un
concerned attitude of ho, hum to char
acterize us. 

I used to wonder how the cancer of 
Naziism ever fastened itself on the Ger
man people. The answer is a deadly 
combination of two ingredients-gradu
alism and a pathetic unconcern. Martin 
Niemoller, thrown into the concentra
tion camp at Dachau, expressed exactly 
what happened: 

In Germany the Nazis came for 
the Communists, and I didn't speak up 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, Love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact ·' 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

because I was not a Communist. Then 
they came for the jews, and I didn't 
speak up because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for the trade union
ists, and I didn't speak up because. I 
was not a trade unionist. Then they 
came for the Catholics, and I was a 
Protestant, so I didn't speak up. Then 
they came for me . . . by that time 
there was no one left to speak up for 
anyone. 

of Christ in and around Idabel!, Okla. It 
was nice working with the Choctaws. 

It could happen here. A ho, hum at-
titude is all it takes. ' 

Rt. 1, Box 21, Oklahoma City, OK 73111 

Jesse Hampton, Rt. 2, Box 92, Gallup, 
NM 87301: I have been sick since March 
19, just got out of the hospital. Had 
four or five heart attacks, my heart is 
pretty well shot, they think they can 
build it up to where they can do open
heart surgery in six months. Then if I can 
survive the surgery I will be able to go 
again, I hope to be able to go to NC, in 
September. I have been very successful 
with the Indians; converted two Meth
odist preachers this year and last year, 
and they are now preaching the gospel 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 205/767-0051 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

OWASSO SCHOOL 
OF BffiLICAL STUDIES 

Ron Cosby, Director 

• Bible Emphasis 
e Experienced Qualified Faculty 
• No Tuition 
• Comprehensive Curriculum 

Applications Now Being Accepted 

The school is a Saturday school offering a four year 
program terminating with a certificate of Graduation. It is· 
designed for the person who must work to provide his own 
support. 

It is a work of the North East Owasso Church of Christ and 
is overseen by its elders. 

For More Information Write or Call: 

Address: OWASSO SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Box89 
Owasso, Okla. 7 4055 

Phone: 1-918-272-6617 

Fall Semester Begins September 10, 1983 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JULY 19, 1983 
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BROTHERHOOD PLEA 

In 1979 the Laurel Church of Christ in Knoxville, T ennessee sent the 
Jack McGhee family to Hong Kong. Since then they have steadily 
worked to strengthen the Chinese brethren while actively proclaiming 

CHINESE LITERATURE PROGRAM 

the Gospel to the lost in both Hong Kong and mainland China. In 198 1 ~~~~~~~ 
the Nonheast Church of Christ in Detroit, Michigan joined in this great 
effort of tak ing Christ to China. Together, they continue to build up 
the Lord's church while reaching out in an evangelisti c w ay to the one 
bill ion lost souls of China. Communist China has announced their full 
intention to regain complete sovereignty over Hong Kong by or before 
1997. T his means that we may only have 14 years to work freely on 
the border of Red China. Perhaps God is holding open the door this 
long to see what his people will do in p reaching the Gospel to the 
greatest population of people on the earth . We know what we as a 
brotherhood can do w hen presented w ith a great challenge. Ou r con
tributions to buy food for the Christians in Poland and our recent 
success with the church exhibit at the World's Fair are good examples 

o Professional translation 

• The most modern Chinese com
puter typesett ing and printing 
equipment 

preachers to insure 
sound doctrine 

• Already distributing and sup
plying literature in Hong Kong, 
China, Taiwan, Singapore, and 
the U.S.A. 

of what we can do when we unite in a serious effort to achieve high "'""""""" 
goals for our Lord and His kingdom. We ask you to join hands once 
again as we do our all to respond to this enormous opportunity our 
Savior has set before us. Will you help these breth ren and the McGhees' 
who, first of all , live there and know the field; 
secondly, know the Chinese b rethren and their real 
thirdly, know what reall y can be done and wha 
is being done inside China and finally, are 
already actively involved in m ajor prnno•,m•• 
of evangelism for 'the Chinese. 

CORRESPONDENCE & ADV ERTISING 

• Over 1,000 pieces of 
mailed out monthly 

• Th ousands of tracts 
by hand 

• Advertisi ng through news papers, 
posters, tram cars, buses, ferr ies, 
trains, etc., etc. 

• Follow up from radio program 

It is our prayer that you will urgently cons ider this 
plea. We truly need your prayers and your support in 
this major program of evangelizing one billion souls. 
We ask every congregation of the Lord 's body to help 
us fulfill the GREAT COMMISSION in a GREAT 
WAY. 

• Missionary efforts to ten major 
cities in China. 

• Bible studies conducted in hotel 
rooms, lobbies, parks, rest
aurants, univers1t 1es, private 
homes and taxis. 

Sponsored by: LAUREL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. BOX 10683 
KNOXVI LLE, TE NNESSEE 37919 
PHONE 615/524-1122 
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BOOKS .J.n feview 
THE CHALLENGE OF BEING A WIFE. 

Ruth Hazlewood. Privately pub. 118 
pp. $3.95 
A 13-lesson study guide, each chapter 

ending with a challenge. Written in es
say style. on 13 selected themes, this 
book would make good private reading 
as well as good class material. 

FOUR REALITIES. James Woodroff. Gos
pel Teacher. 65 pp. $3.95 
The author pulls together in this book 

four basic principles which have sur
faced in his 25 years of Bible study upon 
which all life with a Christian orientation 
must rest. They are: a realization that 
our power lies in the Gospels, our as
surance is found there too, the cross
centered quality of life, and the servant
hood of the Savior. 

SPEAK THROUGH THE EARTHQUAKE, 
WIND AND FIRE. Graham Fisher. 
Countryvise Ltd. 1 SO pp. 
An English brother deals with the two 

philosophies (1) Uniformitarianism, which 
is the philosophy of modern science, 
and (2) Catastrophism which is the 
Christian's philosophy of beginnings. He 
makes a strong case for Catastrophism, 
which is the only thing consistent with 
what the Bible says. As creationists arti
culate their case it becomes more plau
sible, and creationism is certainly gain
ing ground in recognized scientific 
circles. Many events of the Bible are 
labled myths by scholars simply be
cause they take a uniformitarian ap
proach. Given the possibility that the 
approach is wrong, their case falls apart. 

THE THIRTEENTH APOSTLE. Eugene 
Vale. jubilee Press. 347 pp. $7.95 

.. A novel that spent .30 weeks on the 
best seller lists, it is a sort of modern 
Pilgrim's Progress. A gripping story of 
physical and spiritual adventure, that 
explores the mystery of our role oh 
earth. It is the unfolding story of a man 
coming to a knowledge of himself and 
God. Excellent reading. 

HIDDEN PICTURES IN THE OLD TESTA
MENT. Adar Habershon. Kregel. 284 
pp. $7.95 
A study of 28 Old Testament types, 

and a treatment of what they pictured. 
Some excellent sermon material and 
food for personal thought. God knew 
what he was doing in everything he did. 
And he had a purpose for it. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tile AMEN M1n11try works with faithful congregations of the 
ci'IUrchea ot Christ whose members on military Installations 
11011dwlde are walling 10 help your loved ones - as ll'lty l'lave 
helped w1th tl'le spiritual and physical needs or thouaands of 
OIMIS during ll'le past live yearl. Thil llrvtCe II 1 .... 1 

Send 11ame. c:omptete .. delress, phone and mililary inatallalion, 
and spiritual condllion. if llnown along with your name and ad· 
drtllto: 

(~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe, Louisiana 712V1 

Amerieu MIUtary EvugeUziDg Natioaa 
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IS THERE A UNIVERSAL CODE OF $1.00 for poata~o and handlinsr on orden of 110.00 
ETHICS? jim Waldrum. Choate. 347 or laa; 10'1o on orden over flO.uo. 

pp. $4 

Twelve men who have served more 
than 10 years ,each in mission fields 
combine their experiences, having sur
veyed the sense of · right and wrong 
among many peoples, come to the con
clusion that the teachings of jesus are, 
without variation, the accepted code of 
ethics for all humankind. 

When sending a book for review in these 
columns, plcaso be sure to dnclude the prioe. 

AU hoob revlowecl hero maJ" he parchued from 
the Fil'lll Fo1111clatlon Pllhllahlnl' Hoaae. Pleue add 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.31, 1983 
Dec.27,1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug.14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

MEDICAL INSURAN~CE PROBLEMS? 
You don't need them. ·we now have a good group 

medical insurance program for Gospel preachers 
and employees of Churches of Christ. 

COST: family -$119.00 per month 
husband & wife-$ 87.50 per month 
single -$ 46.50 per month 

- BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS -
• $1 million lifetime benefit in or out of hospital-pays 80% 

until $5,000 of eligible benefits are paid, then 100% there
after to $250,000 in any calenqar year. 

• $100 deductible per calendar year-maximum of three de
ductibles per family per calendar year. 

.• Semi-Private Room and Board Benefit-Additional $5.00 
per day allowance toward private charge. Double Semi
Private rate for Intensive Care, if required. No limit on 
number of days. 

• Surgical and Professional Services-Usual and customary 
charges. 

• Maternity Benefit-Same as any other illness. 
• $500 Accident Expense Benefit-First $500 paid in full for 

all accidents. No Deductible. 
• Psychiatric Benefit-Up to 50% of usual and customary 

charges for ''Out Patient Care,'' benefits not to exceed $20 
per visit and limited to 52 visits per calendar year. 

Open enrollment during July, August, and September. If you enroll 
during these months you will be accepted. If you are now employed and 
working at least 30 hours per week, or a full time student in a school 
of preaching you qualify for this coverage. 

This program underwritten by Lloyds of London; for brochure and 
application write to: 

Glen Crowe 
P.O. Box247 

. Tompkinsville, Ky. 42167 
or call (502) 487-8811 or (502) 487-5216 and ask for Teresa or Ken. 

FIRM ·fOUNDATION--:JULY 19, 1983 

·I 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertlain&' in thb Petion $1.50 per line. Deaipecl eepecialb' to accommodate concree:ationa 

adnrtlsinl' meetine placea, preachers actk~ work or con~rreaadona eeeldnc preacben. ..U.o other 
ac:c:eptahle matter. 

THE CHURCH THAT MEETS AT 2nd and Ave. E., Robs
town, Texas is looking for a Gospel Preacher, age 62. 
or older. We can furnish a nice place to live and 
utilities. The salary is negotiable. Call or write Harvey 
Sullins at 215 Ashburn, Robstown, Texas 78380. Tele
phone 512-387-3261. Week days call after 6:00 p.m. 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has Immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit Inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ. 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BlBLIC4L STUDIES 
Preachlng-l'ersonal Evan~liam-Misaions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
l)outhslde Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trim
mler Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. '1:00 P.M. 
CHA.THA.lU, N. J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JEUSEY. 
NEW YORK ClTY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
ZOl-636-2688. 
BREWER, MAJNE-241 Center St.. V.F.W. Hall. 
Sundu claaaea, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

UAl' AREA. SCHOOL OF Pll.EA.CRING 
11300 Dablba Road 

Pleaallllton, Cllllfornla 94588 
James W. Ferguson; Sr •• Director 

.&TT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OJ•' 
GHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E:' 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80%28 
f,AKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Po.ges For Service Times 
'l'ranslation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
MISSIONARY TO SPAIN seeks supporting congregation. 
Fluent In Spanish. Knows needs of the people. ·Knows 
the land well. Four years experience in Spain. COf'!'· 
pleting degree at O.C.C. Resume and references avail
able. Phone 405-478-3046 or write Kevin Smith, 13900 
Benson Rd. #208, Edmond, OK 73034. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Dr:~ree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks pos1t1on. 
Personal experience with foster care In all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available Aug~st, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381·9440 or wnte: 3650 
Nicholson Dr. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSI~, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and fnends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING cou':Ses by C<?r
respondence. Programmed tapes with wntten matenal 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A·M<?nth Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Rellrement Approachlngl 
Consider Blsbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal ell
mate, low-cost nouslng. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
A.LASKA. - A.NCHORA.GE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends ln Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phnne 272-7684 or 844-6719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND.,~ E. HorgaD A.ve .. 
u.s. 460 Eri11t Opposite K-Mart. Office 4'1?'· 
12'11, Doltb7 . Wade, MID. 4'16-4058. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istryt" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 

· and experienced in pulpit and personal W!Jrk. Cou':'sel
lng experience desirable, formal educat1on requ1red. 
We have full support. Salary is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN 55901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation in desperate 
need of full time preacher witti outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's ho!"e 
near by but cannot provide any other temunerat1o.n 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please ap~ly only if you have commit!ed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of ChrtSt, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for servi~ 
In Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work in the Lord s 
kingdom. 1 am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If Interested call 417-876-4256. 

Gospel Preacher with 22 years experience needs con
gregation to begin working with on July 1, 1983. 
Contact Earl Woodard, 1512 West Main Street, Shelby
ville, Ky. 40065 502-633-5171. 
\' U UA, AIUZ., 051 W. :=!ltb St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 3U-3750 
EVANGELIST NEEDED: Mature, zealous individual 
wanted to work with active growing congregation with 
programs in busing, personal work, radio and news
paper. Desire self-motivator with strong commitment to 
evangelism, personal work and pulpit preaching. Send 
resume and references to R. L. Prior, RFD No. 2, Box 
108, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463-1817 or 
402/462-47 45. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Interested in local or foreign 
work. Harding CCP grad. 12 yrs. exp. local and foreign. 
23 baptisms in past yr. local and foreign campaign 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cultural training. 
Wife teacher in Christian school. 2 older sons are 
Christians. 36 yrs. old. Excellent references. Jim Layton, 
2350 San Marcos Camino #14, Pensacola, Fl. 32507. 
(904) 455-5426. 
Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
HELP WANli:D: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer 8, Gallup, NM 87301. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. · 
Wanted· Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before i956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 
ENERGETIC MINISTER with 32 years experience seeks 
challenging J?Ositlon as associate minister. Strong back
ground in education, hospital ministry, counseling, and 
working with military personnel. M. A. Harding Gradu
ate School; Ed. M. and post-graduate studies from 
Eastern Illinois University. Desire work with elders and 
progressive congregation who seek to develop a vital 
eaching oriented educational program. Prefer to locate 
in south or southwest near a military installation. Call 
(217) 893-9156 after 6 P.M. Write: james (Jim) Girdley, 
1341 Briarcliff Drive, Rantoul, ll 61866. 

FULL TIME PREACHER WANTED: Small but established 
congregation of approximately 75 members, with good 
youth program, In need of full time _preacher. location 
IS in Hill Country of South Central Texas. Please send 
resume for further correspondence. Send resume to 
Church of Christ, Rt. 1, Box 192 M, Buchanan Dam, 
Texas 78609. · 
PREACHER WANTED: Church of 90 in Greater New 
Orleans needs preacher. Desire married man between 
30 ·and 45 with ability In pulpit and personal work. 
Great opportunities With 1984 World's Fair. Contact 
Dennis Butler, 504-392-7771. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvanial 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives In Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
WANTED: Green cover "Songs of the Church," 1975 
edition. If in good condition will buy any quantity 
from 25 to 100. Church of Christ, 14655 Sherman Way, 
Van Nuys, CA 91.405. (213) 785-2623. 
ELEMENTARY TEACHERS WANTED. Must be licensed or 
eligible to be licensed. Redland Christian Academy, 
17700 S. W. 280 Street, Homestead, Florida 33031, 
Phone 1-305·247-7399. 

PREACHING OPPORTUNITY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN OAKDALE, CA. is looking for 
a full-time Minister. Write-Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
86, Oakdale, Ca. 95361, for Information regarding 
qualifications, experience, and responsibilities. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Ketlneth Chambers, Minister. 

PREACHER (33, no family) seeks church. Graduate of 
Memphis School of Preaching. Five years experience In 
located work (70-75). Immediate visit, any length if 
desired. Resume: David A. Rossiter, 1307 Timber Run, 
St. louis, Mo. 63141. Phone: 314-434-5175. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448·3557. 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 
P. 0. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

HOUSEPARENTS WANTED 
Contact 

J. Robert Smith 
(918) 428-2557 
(918) 428-4036 

Day 
Evening 

David P. Brown 
(918) 428-2557 

(918) 425·886~6 2·17.03 . ~ 

Brown 1·rail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Fa,cul~ Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students W1ves Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 
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~EllOWSHIP WAS FINE at the Northeast School of Biblical 
Studies lectureship, held recently in Clifton Park, New York. 
Twenty-eight speakers and over 200 people from 12 states 
attended.IThe Northeast School of Biblical Studies is rendering o 

a valuable service in training gospel preachers in New 
England. 

Austin, Texas, July 26, 1~83 
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A Heavy Responsibility 

. E!ders, charged with ruling well, and exercising dis
c•plrne atld government over a local congregation, have 
a heavy responsibility. Paul tells us that those who exer
cise this authority are to be blameless in life and sound 
in faith. They must exercise patience and wisdom and 
provide role models for the congregation. ' 

This is no easy task. It_ should not be lightly taken. An 
elder is challenged with doing some things, along with 
his exercise of authority. He must be zealous for sound 
doctrine and must be a watchman over the moral purity 
and the spiritual development of all those over whom 
he exercises authority. 

An elder must practice hospitality, and must have a 
natural compassion for the weak, the sick and the af
flicted. He must polish his aptness in the word so that he 
can handle the sword of the spirit with dexterity, both 
to stop the mouth of the gainsayer and to edify the 
body. 

Every virtue enjoined upon a Christian he must pos
sess to an unusual degree so that he can be an example 
for others. There is a direct ratio between "his possession 
of, and exercise of, these qualities and his authority. The 
elder who attempts to exercise authority without being 
exercised in godliness will meet with rebellion rather 
than submission. An elder is responsible for doing and 
being, in conjunction with his authority. 

How many elders do we have who insist on their 
authotity and who at the same time assume the spiritual 
responsibility that goes with it? Most people can point 
out nu~erous examples of men who love the preemi
nence and enjoy the prestige of being a part of the gov
erning body of a local church, but give little attention to 
fulfilling their own calling as servant examples to the 
flock. A congregation that demands such high standards 
for its preachers should demand equally high standards 
for its elders. If not, why not? 

We have noticed that a very few decisions made by a 
self-perpetuating board can doom an otherwise good 
congregatio!l to eternal mediocrity. Unfortunately, very 
few congregations provide any training or real examina
tion of candidates for the eldership. Usually a few names 
written by people who do not know them well is enough 
to propel someone into the eldership-if he desires the 
office-and he usually does. Whether he is able to do 
much for the church except make decisions doesn't 
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matter Much. We do not believe that any man should 
exercise the spiritual oversight of a church unless he is 
willing to assume a corresponding responsibility for a 
servant ministry. 

And by a servant ministry we mean that an elder must 
dedicate himself to evangelistic outreach and a pastoral 
in-reach. He must be to the people over whom the Holy 
Spirit has made him overseer everythin~ that jesus would 
be to them if he were walking ambng them today . 

What happens too many times is that elders make 
decisions for others to follow without themselves being 
involved in the process of carrying them out. 

We believe that the reason why a prospective elder's 
family situation is featured in the "qualifications" is be
cause the family is a proving ground for the head of a 
household to determine whether he can get involved 
with, and deal wisely with, the problems of the mem
bers of his own household. If he can't show patience 
and self-control with his family he would hardly be 
expected to show these virtues with the lord's family. If 
he can't teach his own children to behave how can he 
teach the children of God to behave? 

Paul asks the rhetorical question: 11 lf a man know not 
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the 
church of God?" He may want the power but not pos
sess the ability. If he can't teach his own children until 
they grow up faithfully, how can he be expected to teach 
babes in Christ until they grow up to full-grown men, 
still in Christ? 

A dictatorial father drives his children from him. They 
respond to him in direct proportion to the love and 
gentleness· he manifests. And so it is with elders: the 
church responds to gentle servant leadership much more 
readily than to shot-calling authoritarianism. 

There is no way to escape the parallel between the 
way a man runs his family and the way he will run the 
church after he has been chosen. If the church wishes 
for itself a wholesome, loving future founded squarely 
on the word of God, let it choose with care the family 
men among its members who have demonstrated these 
qualities. Only th_is ~i~d of man is divinely prepared for 
the awesome task of ruling the house of God. 

No elder can afford to take that awesome ·responsi
bility lightly, because he will give an account in judg
ment for the manner in which he has watched for souls. 
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God Does Not Show Favoritism 
ul flbW realizi! how ttue It is that God 

, / does not show favoritism but. bccepts 
i men from every hation who fear him 

. :·.~· and .do What is rlght11 (Ads 1 () r34; 35). 

l}~: A 8UIVE!Y. of the membership of the 
~r:;_ thurehes of Christ will .shnw that we are 
· :::· generally white anti fr'!iddle class. While 
·>; feW Of U& Would daitn_ to be facially 

prejudited, the fad ~emaifls that we have 
maCJe no Aerious effort to reath out to 

. those who are not like us. If we are to 
be tht! church of the Lord Je~us, we must 
reach out to all people without distlnc~ 

~.r~.tlon. Church growtll specialists. wnuld 
, . :~ say that we need to develop a heteto .. 

< geneous church. In bther words we need 
~{, fo minister to all segments of society. 

'',. Prejudice has been with us at least 
ftorn the days of Cainl He was prejudiced 

'against his brother because God accept
- ea Abel's offering, ihe ~gyptian oppres-

. · slon of the chilcfien of lstael is another 
good example. It seems, however, that 
P.rejudice was not as ethnicaHy oriented 
then as it later became. Abraham 
·traveled freely among the Canaanites, 
and as far South as Egypt. Joseph became 
ruler of all Egypt. Davia was accepted by 

~· the Philistines even though they hated 
King Saul. Solomon received guests {and 
wives) from the world over. As we near 
the time of Christ, we notke a growing 
attitude of superiority among tne jews. 
Gentiles (i.e. non-Jews) were held in low 
esteem. A wall of prejudice had been 
built up using the Old Testament for sup
port, but the Jews carried the attitude far 
beyond God's Intent. Even today you 
can hear 11preachers" call to the scrip-

1 tures to condone segregation of the 
!!I races. Beyond racial prejuoice there was 

sectarian prejudice between Pharisee, 
Sadducee and Essene. jewish prejudice 
a8.ainst Christians was raised to a fever 
p1tch by a young Pharisee named Saul 
of Tarsus. 

Did jesus teach on the subject of 
prejudice? Absolutely! let's note a few 
examples: In luke 20:25-37, Jesus taught 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. I 

~;. .. ':_. thin!< it is significant that jesus chose a 
r Samaritan to be the hero of this story. 

To the jew, Samaritans were the lowest 
of the low because they had intermarried 
with the people of the land. Jesus taught 
that brotherhood was not a matter of 
race, but of willingness to accept each 
other as brothers. 

The woman at the well was surprised 
that jesus, a jew, would speak to her
after all she was a Samaritan. jesus not 

t,'_.. only talked to her, he convicted her of 
~ sin and led her to the Messiah. In the 

sermon on the mount, jesus taught, "In 
everything do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up 
the law and the Prophets." 

HAL b. THACKI::R 

Jesus was himself the t>bjeet of hatred 
arid bigotry. Having suffereCJ unjustly, he 
btoke ttown the batriets of P,reJl.ldice, at 
least lot those who would follow hitn. 

For he himself is out peace, who has 
made the two one and has destroyed 
the barti@t, the dividing wall of hos .. 
tllity, by abolishing in hls flesh the 
Jaw with Its commandments and regu
lation~. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new man out of the two, 
thus makit1g peace, and in this one 
body to rec:onc:ile both of them to 
Cod through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility. 

A brief study of New Testament pa~
sages should make clear what our atti
tude should be: James teaches the sinful
ness of favoritism which is just another 
word for prejudice: 11My brothers, as be
lievers In our glorious lord Jesus Christ, 
don't show favoritism." Peter said, "I 
now realize how true it is that God does 
not show favoritism but accepts men 
from everY nation who fear him and do 
what is right." It required a vision from 
heaven for Peter to learn this truth, and 
sometimes we are just as hard headed. 

Paul declares in Galatians 3:26-29, 
"You are a// sons of God through faith in 
Christ jesus, for all of you who were 
united with Christ in baptism have been 
clothed with Christ. There is neither jew 
nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor fe
male, for you are a// one in Christ jes.us. 
If you belong to Christ, then you are Ab
raham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." Notice the emphasis on the 
word All: All are sons of God through 

·faith. A// were united with Christ in 
baptism. A// have been clothed with 
Christ. All are one in Christ. All are Abra
ham1S seed. All are heirs according to 
the promise. In other words, we are All 
family whether jew or Greek, slave or 
free, male or female. There are ':10 
grounds for dividing the body of Chnst 
along prejudicial lines. 

When problems of prejudice came up 
in the apostolic church, they were han
dled firmly. The council on circumcision 
is a good example. The apostles and 
leaders of the church came together, 
heard the case and presented a solution 
in keeping with God's instructions. 

Injustice was a way of life in New 
Testament times. Despotic, corrupt gov
ernments were the rule in the first cen
tury. Yet, we do not. fi!ld the church .or
ganizing protests, s1t-ms, and the hke. 
They were rather encouraged to obey 
their leaders and to pray for them. They 
were taught to pay taxes even when they 
were unreasonable. Paul instructed the 

Romans to be good citizens in chapter 
13, and the government of his day was 
corrupt, despotic Rome. 

The godless Institution of slavery was 
In full flower In the first century. Yet, 
we do not find the church taking up 
arms to set this great injustice right. We 
rather find inspired instructions on how 
Christians were to conduct themselves 
whether slave or master. 

Great amounts of energy have been 
expended in our country to right injus
tices and inequalities. The goals of tnese 
movements are laudable, yet these prob
lems persist. Consider the truth of a 
statement by Juan Monroy, "You change 
the morality of a people by changing 
their concept of God." If we attack tfiese 
problems with laws and regulations we 
will be largely ineffective because we are 
attacking the symptom rather than th.e 
cause. Attitudes are the problem. Atti
tudes and their corresponding actions 
will chan~e for the better when we re
establish m the minds and hearts of the 
people of America a right concept of 
God and what he requires. 

john F. Kennedy said, " ... Hul'!lan 
brotherhood is not just a goal. It IS a· 
condition on which our way of life de
pends. The question for our time is not 
whether all men are brothers. That 
question has been answered by the God 
who placed us on earth together. The 
quest1on is whether we have the strength 
and the will to make the brotherhoocf of 
man the guiding principal of our daily 
lives. Can we match our actions to our 
words?" 

To say that prejudice in the church is 
a hindrance to carrying out the "Great 
Commission" is an understatement. It 
has forever been so. In the first century, 
prejudice kept the door to world evan
gelism shut for the first ten years of 
the church's existence. Those who were 
scattered at the stoning of Stephen 
"preached the word wherever they 
went," but they were preaching. "o.nly 
to the jews." Why? Because of preJUdice. 
It took a great miracle performed by 
God to get Peter to preach ~o the ho~se 
of Cornelius. When the barners of preJu
dice were broken down, the church be
came a truly world-wide movement. 
"These men who have caused trouble 
all over the world have now come 
here .... " 

Satan continues to use the old weap?n 
of pride and bigotry to thwart the arm1es 
of God. He will succeed as long_as Y"e do 
not exhibit the attitudes of Chnst m our 
lives. 

803 N. Winfree, Dayton, TX 77535 
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A Still More Excellent Way 
WILLIAM J. TEAGUE~ 

11And ·1 will show you a still more .excellent way" (1 Cor. 
12:31). 

A more excellent education is available today. It is a Chris
tian education. Most Firm Foundation readers do not need 
to be convinced. They realize this to be the case. But all of 
us need to be reminded. We need to hear the story one more 
time '50 we can retell it to our children, our grandchildren, 
our nieces and nephews, and neighbors. 

In a highly technical society, which our world is increas
ingly becoming, a good education is no longer optional-it is 
imperative. The problem is that the standard education comes 
in a pa~kage which may not be fully palatable to those with 
Christian commitment. For many the flood ·of new options 
is so overpowering they ~re dragged into the deep by the 
undertow. 

A Christian education, however, reinforces biblical values 
and viewpoints. Not only are Christian ways affirmed, but an 

· excellent education is obtained, -comparable with that found 
in quality universities elsewhere. 

These affirmations need concretion which I propose to 
supply by reference to Abilene Christian, the university I know 
best. 

Christian Reinforcement 

The basic student atmosphere at Abilene Christian high
lights C~ristian servanthood and morality. Hardly a week goes 
by without some student telling me how fortunate he or she 
feels to have so many friends who enjoy wholesome activi
tivies, and respond eagerly to calls for service and involve
ment. Students respond freely to calls for blood by local 
hospitals, to the need for 11sick room" monitors, to volunteer 
work organized by local congregations. Each spring about 250 
students forego their relaxation at their spring break to help 
churches throughout the USA in various outreach efforts. 

Unlike much education these days, in which the Bible 
may not be mentioned, each student at Abilene Christian is 
required to take five courses, or 15 hours of Bible. These 
courses are taught by men who inculcate a love for God 
and the Bible and lift up Christian ministry and the church. 
Some of our finest teachers have large classes of freshmen 
and sophomores. From appropriate places in the text these 
teachers address the problems of drugs, alcohol and im
morality. They speak of proper Christian decorum in court
ship and marriage and the need to make lifetime commit
ments, just as God makes his commitments forever. They 
confront dishonesty and theft with the words of the Lord him
self. They commend a life of servanthood in the church and 
in a profession, and call for faithfulness ~nto death. 

Students likewise attend chapel daily and there share in
spiration and faith. Speakers regularly honor discipleship, life 
commitment, and using time wisely for the service of the 
Lord. Graduates of ACU as mature adults attest to the lifelong 
benefits of chapel attendance during their college years. 

It is natural that from all of this Christian relationships 
ensue. These fellow Christian become friends for life. They 
become an international network of the Lord's people. Stu
dents who attend a Christian college get to knoW some of the 
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most dedicated and productive persons· of the kingdom. They 
hear them speak when they visit campus. In future years 
some of these leaders come from among their classmates. In 
many cases a student finds a Christian ma~~an untiring 
companion through a lifetime of servanthood. 

Quality Education 

As I circulate among parents and high schoolers who know 
little about our colleges, I am sometimes amazed at their 
perception 9f the quality of Christian education. They know 
and apprepciate the religious emphasis, but seem not to 
know the strength of our academic work and that it compares 
favorably with similar work at universities and professional 
schools elsewhere. 

We have many outstanding academic programs at Abilene 
Christian which compare favorably with those at prestige uni
versities. Over 70 percent of our faculty have received their 
doctorate, and these are the teachers the students get to 
know in the classroom, rather than some teaching assistant 
as in many classes at larger universities. 

We have outstanding programs in Bible and biblical lan
guages, chemistry, eduction, accounting, computer science, 
missions, family and marriage studies, art, music, physical 
education and many more. We know our programs are 
quality because children of professors at the University of 
Texas, Texas A&M, Princeton, Yale, University of Oklahoma, 
and Southern Illinois University ·and others attend Abilene 
Christian. 

The proof, however, lies in acceptance of and respect for 
our students in significant roles throughout the world. An
nually, several of our accounting majors are employed by 
11big eight" lirms. Our education majors are sought by su
perior school districts in Texas and elsewhere. Our prepro
fessional students go on to do well at engineering and archi
tectural schools such as Rice, Vanderbilt, and Northwestern. 
We have graduates in medical and dental schools at Baylor, 
all the Texas colleges, Duke, Harvard, and Vanderbilt. We 
have chemists at Princeton, M.I.T., and California Institute of 
Techonology. We have computer graduates at Stanford, Texas 
A&M and Rice. We have alumni in biblical studies at Cam
bridge in England, Yale, Harvard, Princeton, and Vanderbilt. 
The products produced make it clear that Christian education 
is fully competitive in academic circles. 

Challenge ·and Value 

We (as has been true of earlier generations) live in a chal
lenging but dangerous time. There is an education which rises 
to the challenge. It is Christian education. Among the aca
demic options it is the 11Still more excellent way." Such edu
cation warrants support. It warrants sending to its halls our 
most precious possessions-our sons and daughters. Chris
tian education is affordable, through various grants loans, and 
work opportunities. Many students receive no financial help 
from home. Please inquire about and invest in this still more 
excellent wav. 

Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 79699 
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The Church Within Prison 
W. T. W. 286397 14811 

Since being incarcerated I have found 
that there can be a body of Christ be
hind bars, for these are people who will 
be returning after an interim. The scrip
tures acquaint us with jesus' commis
sion to "go into all the world and preach 
the gospel" and this includes Renal insti
tutions. Within the cold gray barriers of 
steel and concrete, humans do suffer the 
inevitable consequences of sin. jesus has 
not cast these off but has emphatically 
put himself in their place and said, 111 
was in prison, and ye came unto me" 
(Matt. 25:36). The early church knew the 
horrors of imprisonment and the author 
of Hebrews says, "Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them" (Heb. 
13:3). 

An evangelistic effort is under way to 
penetrate these jungles with the good 
news. A prison chaplain recently stated, 
11Revival is finally coming to the prison 
system because the church has assumed 
her duties." God has helped us fulfill our 
responsibility to preach and teach these 
inmates about our Lord. Scores are ex
periencing genuine conversion weekly. 

There are five areas in which I believe 
inmates need the Christian guidance 
which the church must give. These areas 
are the new birth, steadfastness, content
men~,. expectation, and love. If the 
church responds with brotherly charity, 
patience and leadership, these incarcer
ated thous~nds can be spiritually sus
tained throughout their sentence. 

New Birth 
The church must J:>roclaim the ~ospel 

to these incarcerated humans, bnnging 
them to a saving knowledge of Jesus 

. Christ. The Christian worker must gain 
the cdnfidence of the inmates by letting 
them see a genuine interest in their 
physical, emotional and spiritual welfare. 
This "self-selling~' is a prerequisite to suc
cessful evangelism. 
. Inmates are not hopeless as a whole. 

God's love and grace are sufficient to 
blot out their sins and give them new 
life. Many would never nave heard the 
gospel had they not been in prison. The 
prison minister should pray and preach 
for conversions. Under adverse circum
stances, Paul and Silas won prisoners to 
Christ. The word says in Acts 16:25, 
"Paul and Silas Jlrayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them.11 When the earth quaked and the 
jail doors collapsed, the prisoners re
mained to hear Paul. He told the jailer 
in verse 28, 'We are all here." It is ob
vious the prison keeper and prisoners 
were converted. If you believe God's 
grace is sufficient to forgive any and all 
sin (Matt. 12:31), you will be a success
ful prison minister, for most all sins are 
prevalent in the prison atmosphere. 

Steadfastness 
Having accepted Christ, the demand

ing labor of discipleship remains. One 
must patiently pray with, teach, counsel 

and encourage these saints to continue 
in and contend for the faith. There is a 
greater demand for a "steadfast ministry" 
than evangelistic preaching. Many have 
received Christ in baptism but are un
stable because of little or no Christian 
training. Qualified volunteers who can 
rightly divide God's word and who can 
teach powerfully and intelligently are 
needed more than ever. 

Our work is not complete when we 
preach a sermon. We have an ongoing 
responsibility to those whom we bring 
to a spiritual birth in Christ. After the 
night of revival at the dawn of· day, the 
magistrate sent to release Paul and Silas. 
The doors no longer held them captive 
but they refused to leave. Why? I feel 
that it was, among other things, a tactic 
which allowed more teaching time. They 
labored to conserve these convicts who 
were now converts. 

Contentment 
This may seem an unusual· thought; 

however, it is a needy area of ministry. 
The convert should not be given "false 

. hopes" of early release. This can destroy. 
him. It may well be a "thorn in the 
flesh," but God's grace is sufficient. I ap
proach this prayeifully and tenderheart
edly for I wish every genuinely converted 
prisoner could be tmmediately released. 
There are those occasions when this is 
a feasible and reasonable possibility, but 
it should be approached cautiously and 
prayerfully. 

The inmate may not obtain an early 
release, parole or pardon. Let's examine 
two reasons. Our Lord may allow him to 

. remain to build his faith and teach him 
to rely on God. While prison life is ter
rible at its best, there are temptations in 
the free world that also destroy. Joseph 
pleaded to ·be remembered and re
leased, but he was not until. God's ap
pointed time. An early release for hilll · 
would have violated the divine plan for 
his life and God's kingdom. This may be 
hard to accept, but consider what I say: 
There are those who would tJse religion 
to gain undeserved release. If there is a 
genuine conversion, there will be con
tentment. Paul said to a suicidal jailer, 
"Do thyself no harm: for we are all 
here." There seems to have been no at
tempt to escape. Prison bars cannot bind 
the free spirit of a converted man. 

Secondly, a debt is owed to society 
which conversion does not nullify. The 
converted inmate realizes this and will 
do his best to repay the debt as he 
patiently serves his sentence and will 
continue to make restitution upon re
lease by becoming an asset to society. 
Their incarceration is a reaping of sowing 
to the flesh and the Scriptures emphati
cally teach us, "For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup
tion" (Gal. 6:8). It is not pleasant, how
ever, it is a debt that must be paid. Cod 
will give patience to endure unto the 

e~.d. The .apostle Paul (a frequent 
pnsoner) sa1d, "For I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content (to cope)" (Phil. 4:11). This 
doesn't mean that one must be satisfied 
as he is but that he must patiently wait 
upon the Lord. 

Expectation 
No day passes without thoughts of 

release. Many inmates spend endless 
hours mentally searching for another 
possible source of help, while others 
labor over law books looking for a means 
of appeal. This is easily understood; 
however, contemplation of release usual
ly fosters inner emotions of ecstasr thStt 
allow for little, if any, pondering o free;;:. 
dam's pitfalls, we· now examine an area 
that demands foresight and brotherly 
guidance from the prison ministry. 

The inmate must seriously consider his 
return to the free world. Dreams are 
sometimes destroyed and lives ruined by 
unrealistic expectations from family, 
friends, community and the church. 
Naturally the length of imprisonment 
will have bearing upon this. Family and 
friends are extremely anxious about the 
inevitable changes in the individual re
tu:ning from prison. The inmate wants 
to be welcomed and accepted and the 
family wants him to blend into the nor .. 
mal family structure. There must be a 
give-and-take relationship and attitude 
by both. Each must take the needs of the 
other into consideration. The church can 
play· a formidable role in this effort. 
Counseling with the inmate and his 
family, individually and together, will be . 
·useful. · 

Society will not be as cordial as family 
and friends. A prison record will hinder 

. chances of gainful employment in many 
cases. This can be a sore trial. Our 
prisons are structured to rehabilitate 
hopefully and society must do its part 
by giving the second chance. There are 
reputable social groups which assist in 
this effort; however, again the church 
can be of great help. Whether incarcer-

. ated or free, the inmate is an undeniable 
part of our social structure. As the 
church every effort should be put forth 
to bring this person back into a produc
tive relationship with society. 

The world and its evil is ready to 
again swallow the parolee. 1he worl~'s 
system of sin and sorrow wall open tts 
arms ·wide and welcome him back to 
eventual destruction. The church is the 
most powerful deterrent to the rein<:ar .. 
ceration of any individual by remoldmg 
family life and social status before and 
during his return to society. 

When Saul of Tarsus was converted, 
his old friends despised him as a "turn
coat" (Acts 9:23) and the church was 
afraid of him (Acts 9:26). The converted 
convict is rejected by his old friends be
cause they no longer share common 
interests, and he is held suspect by many 
who fear he isn't genuinely converted, 
The church has every right to expect any 
convert to prove it by his fruit but no 
right to deprive the individual of f.ull 
fellowship while he matures in Chnst. 

(Continued on page 11) 
5 [513) 



A Growing Clergy-Laity Gap 

OQe~ tlu\1 ~hur(;h gf ehrist hitve a 
dgrgy and a laity? Sornetim@ (tga I e)(, 
P.lilfned to an incregulqys mem5er of il 
(ignornination thilt gur br~thren cjg not 
Ylle c;leri(;al title§-that no c!er~y-laitY. 
distinction exl§t§ within th~ ch\.lf(:h gf 
Chrl~t, The m!ln smiled ~nd reJ:lli~P1 
1'Now Ow,en, yoy must b~ _kid.din~ me, 
ygy fglk!i hay~ il cl~rgy-la,ty set!Jp il!i 
m!J(:h all enyonl'! el§t!, You just pgn't ~all 
your ~r~a.chers 'Rev~r~nd.' 1' His st(!te
mlmt Wit§ too n~ar th~ truth fgr comfort. 
P~rhaps the whgle metter is due some 
th9YRhtful review. 

We hav@ ~reated or drifted into >rVhat 
w~ often call the "locfll work" or "full
tim~ prl'!il~h~r" or "ll}{:ated work" ar
ran~ement whereby a m,an becomes a 
c:pngre~etion'~ prea~her or minister. No 
Ofl !;} elsE! In the congregation is a preach
~' unless he ~~ on the payroll. Even if he 
has formerly prea~hed and still oc
(;a&ionally preaches, he is not now a 
preacher (h'e is an "ex-preacher") if he is 
not on a salary. If another person is 
brp!Jght in to draw wages or pay, he may 
be jln "assistant minister" or "associate 
rnini§t~r" or some other type of IT)inlster 
(we have invented about ten or twelve 
more new ministerial titles in the last 
few years), but if he is not on the pay
roll, he is "just a member." 

A few years ago when I "left f!JII-time 
work" tq finis!l my resic!ency qn a dpc
toml gegr~e, I fcnmd IT!YS~If f}f!'laching 
fllPf€! th~n ever ~efore. ' The countless 
little pastoral duties of a "local man" 
wer~ taken off me, but as for preaching 
in rn~eting§ and "by ~ppointme11t," I 
was doing so more than ever. But I was 
impressed how often sprneone would 
spe11k to me of how I had "quit preach
ing." It was as though a C<!tholic Wiest 
had renounced his vows of priesthood. 
I had not quit preaching at all. I had 
only stopped drawing "full-time pay." 

Many brethren have "quit local work" 
tg becoiT)e editors, teachers in Christian 
colleges, workers with children's homes, 
publishers of gospel materials, or to es
tablish their own businesses. Many of 
them still preach often and effectively. 
They have not quit preaching; they have 
not quit the Lord or quit the church; they 
have only altered their own personal ar
rangement for serving the Lord. The 
apostle Paul and Alexander Campbell are 
not disqualified as preachers because 
they made their own living. In fact, it is 
highlY questionable th11t they could have 
a~cornplished· what they did if they had 
be~n saddled with the responsibi lities 
and restrictions of many modern daY 
"local works." 

It seems to this writer that there are 
two extremes that we take in differentiat
ing the preachers from the members. The 
first extreme is to obliterate the distinc-
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tion so that the Vf;lry nature ef il rreaEM= 
er'~ work has no pi&tipguishing quality 
ab01,1t it. This lead& tq an a~tual down
~radin~ pf the nature and p!Jrpose of 
preach1'ng. for instance, therg is a ten~ 
dency with ~pme to think that just any
body who has the desire G<l!1 pevelop 
i11to a competent and effeqiv@ evall
gelist. If some fellow thinks that he might 
like to try jt awhile, he is encg1,1rageg tq 
~uit his j"gb and let the cf:lurch suppgrt 
liirn whi .e he takes a cril§h course in 
preacher training. When he has dOI'J@ 
some "try outs" a11cj fiflally "aet§ il 
{:hurch," he moves inte the "preil~S!lf'lr's 
horne" (nev@r say 'lpar!jp,nage"; thet is 
~enominatiqnal). U§Hfllly he disr;gyers 
tt'!at the role of the modern w~ach~r is 
much more difficult than he ever irn'l~= 
ined. It is not unusual for a man to h~V€! 
several brief forays with several little 
congregations and then to return to a 
former vocation disappointed· and em
bittered. 

Brethren, it is not reasonable or prac
tical to think that just any "good old 
boy" who decides to preach will be suc
cessful. Preaching, if it is gcme well1 js 
the world's most Clemanding ~j~ciplinE!=
morally, mentally, socially, and physice!
ly. It is more difficult than it ilppears, 1\ 
man who wants to be a preacher shoulcj 
know that the work, if done well, will 
tax every resource and every fiber qf f:Jis 
bogy, mind, and soul. · 

Another effect of trying too hard to 
avoid distractions between preache~s and 
others is the almost deliberate attempt 
to make fun of preachers ~pg to mak~ 
t!lem look ridicu!o!Js so that member~ 
with low ~elf images and various ill= 
feriqrity feelings can feel apequate ill 
their relationsnips with preachers. !he 
result can be a demeaning, derogating 
of preaching that borders qn being pro-
fane and sacreligious. · 

The other extreme in ma~jng cleri§ill 
distinctions is to set preachers aside into 
an artificial class whereby they are 
treated as somethin~ more (or less!) than 
human. Out of th1s extreme grows a 
convenient but devilish double standard 
whereby there is one set of ethics for 
preachers and quite another for Chris
tians. Things are tolerated in the lives of 
elders, deacons, and other members that 
would never be allowed or counte
nanced in the preacher. Th~ ITI!rister's 
wife and {:pfltJren may feel ~ome of thg 
~alfle !Jf1fp,ir qurcf€!!1 of the doybl~ 
standard that comes with artificial 
~reacher-member (clergy-laity) distin~;;
tlons. 

In the first extreme, the wQrk of 
preaching is made to seem trivial and 
common, not meriting excellent prepara
tion, performance, and support. In the 
second extreme, the preacher is cast into 

an !-lllrfl'll afl€1 €Qntriv§{j rol~ that I§ 
tlUrnilnly imfm~sUiJI€! for him gr anygn~ 
el~@ to fulfill, Th~ r~sylt in both ca§fl§ i§ 
a rnis4n9er&tilnding of th€1 work of f!Vall• 
g!'llisrn, gf th€! work gf thfl d1Yf{:h1 ~·ul 
qf the 111€!11 who try tg pn~ilct't, 

Th§ great€!§t Fl@eg in thg wt'!()h~ m~ttflr 
is to return QYf thoy~ht§ tg Og{! and tcy 
honpr the EJil:>lg il§ t!ig wmc! gf Cqg, A.!i 
W@ cjo so, Wfl will h9f1Qr thfl ffi!'lfl who 
Pf!;!ach for thf!if WQfK1§ §aKfl, WG will 
appre€iate th~m ami h@lp them ifl ttH.lif 
w~r~, We wi ll fl9t allgw trivial and 
flimsy mattElfS tP gbstrY(;t th§ wgrk gf 
we'lchin~ aftd OI,Jr appf~€ietitm gf it. WfA 
will ngt allow tl:)g prga~hflr•meiT!bflr f@• 
l~tionshi(} to beE~mg Onfl gf pgtty blit(;k• 
IT!ilil am! puerilg pglith~§. Wfl will ngt 
ITJakg ridiculous ana ggmganin~ §tflrf!O• 
types gf those whP llilV!'l spg~~n unto 
us tt'te worg of {io{!. w~ will do all thit 
we can to lenc! tg tht! wl'>rk of a prrAaeher 
dignity, §lability, pgrmilnflflc::e, and 
t'!gnpr. 

Wg will d€lff!ml prf!ar;;hlng brethren 
from tile friyo!gy§ and €ontflmptlblfl at 
tpck~ gf frustFiltfld ilfld worldly miiCQn• 
te11ts in thEl ~hyn~h . Wfl will makrA their 
)V9fk on€l gf Partngrship end fellowship 
1ft i!€€Qrnpli§hing tl'lfl ~ard1§ wgrk. We 
wi!l Rflrn~·iv{l rngrfl thfl vtlry grflat ho11c:>r 
that thg Nflw Te~tarnent &IV~§ tg pre~ch· 
in~ ang teacMirg iHlP tho§e who do It, In· 
deed, how beautify! ~re the fget gf thoao 
who bring the glad ti~in~§ gf thfl t;ospel 
of peac~ (RQITJ 10i~h17) , 

Th~ €1ergY.·IaitY ga~~ thilt tend to 
arisg in the · ~hur(:h b~~in with unwhole· 
§9rne attft4cll:l§ toward eilch gther And to• 
w~rd th@ work f'Jf the c;hlJrch. AI they 
~r!Jw, th@y push Y§ toward A hireling 
rnlflistry illl~ il car11ill rc:lligion. eontlnual 
wrtlnglmgs !;>gtwe~n 11the pY!pit ~tnd the 
Pt!W" will ~ersist il!l long ali w~ Ignore 
th~ Most§ gf s.piritYal wic::l<ednc~§l and lg
roram:g thilt §urrc;~und U§ today In terrip 
fying pmportion§, Only whcm elders, 
prea~heFs, and gther {;hyrc;h members 
begin to p~::rcelve whitt i fprmldable 
task lies gefpre !JS will Wfl b~ able to 
join hang jlnd heart In the 8reAtest 
enterprise gn earth, indll!ed the only one 
that holqs ill'lY hPJ)~ for mankind~the 
evi\ngeli1ation gf the world. 

Our prga{:hers ~annot dg It without 
thg help and em;g1,1ragement of the 
chyr~h. The ch~rch. (;ilnngt do It without 
thg talent and the lqbgr of its preachers 
anc! tea1=hers. 'fh~ crau, c;!lrnal Attitudes 
that surroy11c:f i\rtificial elgrgy-lalty dis
tillctigns harm preachers and churches 
alike. If we do not improve our ilbllfti~s 
to appreciate the work of P.reilchlng and 
teaching we may lose much of the most 
vital talent among us, and may well 
consign ourselves to a chilling spiritual 
impotence and a profound obscurity. 
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The New Testament Church {14) 
JERRY HARVILL 

WHICH WAY FROM HEREl (4) 

In attempting to project a future profile worthy of our 
nature as the people of God, it has been urged in previous 

~ · studies that we (1) present a positive and unambiguous, 
Christ-defined self-image, and that we (2) wholeheartedly 
pursue qualitative values. Unless our lives manifest a qualita
tive difference then there remains no distinctiveness to our 
witness and the community of hope will disappear into the 
mass of the hopeless. 

Evangelism 
Jesus said, "You know the way to the place where I am 

going ... I am the way-and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me" Uohn 14:4, 6). 

As emphasized in Part 3, our concept of "patternism" must 
reflect the fact that it is not an era but a Person who is God's 
ultimate revelation (Heb. 1 :1-3) and our perfect model for 
replication (see Phil. 2:1-11; 1 Peter 2:21-25). The church 
has no option but to follow her lord. 

It follows, therefore, that to know his mission is to know 
ours; to find what was central to his work is to automatically 
set priorities for the work of his followers. He is the Way. 

Christ's Mission 
A crucial passage of Scripture states, "Here is a trust

worthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners ... " (1 Tim. 1 :15). Here is 
encapsulated in one terse sentence both the occasion for, and 
the design of, the incarnation of jesus Christ. Both, the 
"worthy saying" affirms, are related to the human sin
problem and God's decisive move to remedy it. Therefore 
saving men from sin was not a secondary or peripheral 
concern of jesus' ministry, but the main concern of his whole 
mission. It follows from.this that what was primary and t;:entral 
for Jesus will be primary and central for his disciples. There
fore, the central work of the church today will be calling men 
to salvation in Christ. 

Evangelism Defined 
But it is when we begin talking about evangelism that we 

encounter a lot of fuzzy thinking and ambiguous use of 
terms. The "Humpty Dumpty" approach to words often pre
vails, in which terms mean "whatever (we) choose them to 
mean." What, exactly, is "evangelism," and what is an "evan
gelistic church"? 

Our terms in English are merely Anglicized renderings of 
the Greek term for "gospel," euangelion. This gospel
vocabulary is both frequent and important in the New Testa
ment, occurring in its noun and verb forms some 130 times. 
Not surprisingly, it is a term favored by Pat-~1, with almost 
two out of three occurrences found in his letters. 

The Hebrew root b-a-r provides the biblical background for 
the concept of evangelism, and means proclaiming good 
news with a sense of joy. In the Old Testament it is used of 
heralding the righteousness and salvation of God (e.g. Ps. 
40:10; 96:2), and is especially related to the new age of the 

Messiah when from a high mountain the glad tidings of 
God's appearing will be announced to all (see lsa. 40:9; 
52:7; 60:6; Ps. 96:2). With this "gospel" is linked "righteous· 
ness" (Ps. 40:9), "salvation" (lsa. 52:7), and "peace" Usa. 
52:7)-all of which point us to the New Testament. 

This same emphasis upon the saving acts of Christ marks 
the New Testament usage. Paul summarizes his concept of the 
gospel and, by implication, his definition of "evangelism," In 
the important statement, "For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared ... " (1 Cor. 15:3-5). This passage Is e5pecfally 
important because it tells us what Paul himself beiJeved and 
practiced in the area of evangelism (vs. 1, 2), and also bec~use 
it links together the views of Paul and the other early church 
leaders (15:11). 

What is essential to see at this point, however, Is the foet 
that usage in both Old Testament and New Testament centers 
not in man's activity but In news of God's gracious initiotlve 
through jesus Christ. Evangelism, therefore, has to do prl .. 
marily with what God has done, not with what man needs 
to do. We are not ' 1evangellzing" In the biblical sense unles$ 
we are (1) declaring specific news of joy ... bringing .. dlvine-

. events, (2) focusing on the historical facts of the death, burlid, 
resurrection, and appearance of Jesus Christ, (3) handing on 
faithfully the message originally transmitted, (4) proclaiming 
that God has done what in Old Testament he proml§ed h~ 
would do, and (5) making these facts of Jesus' death and 
resurrection of "first importance" in our priorities (s@e ag~ln 
1 Cor.15:1-5), 

All of this shows unmistakably how newr,/ message
centered biblical evangelism is, and, at the sam@ tim~, how 
results-centered modern concepts have bec;ome. Tog~y, the 
criterion for an nevangellstfc churc;h" ha5 little to do with 
the faithful proclamation of the death, burial, Rnd resyr~ 
rection of Christ, but relates wholly to quantitativo growth 
statistics. We have exchanged the primarily God .. centered 
announcement of the Bible, for a man .. centered appeal em~ 
phasizing human reaction. It is a tellins ~ommentary on our 
accepted practice that a brother renown~d as a 11~P.YI:owinning 
evangelist" may be one whose QYerall preaching ha~ scarcely 
any explicit focus upon the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Even more alarming Is the 5pecter that we could be .. 
come so accustomed to equating evangelifim with results/re
sponses that the preaching of Paul'& four-point outline would 
appear to us unevangellsticJ 

It must be self-evident tha.t for a brotherhood o;>!'Tlmitted 
to '1speak where the Bible speaks , . , ," we c;:~n HI DffarcJ to 
treat as secondary and peripheral whBt in Scriptyre i3 primiiry 
and central. It is essential for us to follow not only th@ apo$~ 
tolic vocabulary but also the apostolic priorities. (To be 
Continued) 

3880 lee Adams lane, Lexington, KY 40514 
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Teach Him How To Fish 
If you give a hungry man a fish, you 

may help him· for the hour, but if you 
teach him how to fish, you may help him 
for life. So when I teach a person about 
Christ ill a home Bible study, I almost 
always teach him how to study the 
Bible for himself, introducinP. him, 
among other things, to Youngs Con .. 
cordance. The Bible excepted, I consider 
it about the most valuable tool I have, 
and think we do a great disservice if we 
do not teach fts proper use. I have been 
amazed at the number of teachers and 
preachers who do not really know how 
to use it p'roperly. However, I should not 
be, for in none of the six schools I at
tended, in neither graduate nor under
graduate levels, was I taught anything 
about how to use a concordance. 1 
suppose it was assumed that anyone with 
enough sense to use a dictionary would 
not need instruction about how to find 
a word. And that may be true, but there 
is far more to the use of a good con
cordance than looking up a word. 

For example, a person might get quite 
a shock if he had not learne·et something 
about Young's and turned to 'baptize' 
and discovered in italics, "To consecrate 
(by pouring out on, or putting into)." Of 
course that is not the Bible meaning of 
the term, but one need not be dl&turbed 
at all if he understands that It is perfectly 
legitimate to have a udictionary defini
tion" of. a word, as long as one under
stands that it is not necessarily a Bible 
definition. One might assume, however, 
that a concordance of the Bible would 

· only include a Bible definition if some
one did not teach him otherwise. 

If. one looks under the word "melody" 
(psal/o), he may find "To play on a 
stringed instrument." Under the word 
"sing" (psal/o), he may find, "To sing 
praise with a musical instrument." Under 
the word, "psalms" (psal/o), he may find, 
''To sing songs offraise." Now, it should 
be evident that i the word in the New 
Testament actually means "to play on a 
stringed instrument," if he did it he 
woula have to play on a stringed instru
ment. Surely, it takes no scholar to see 
that "to sing a song of praise" is not the 
same as "to play o_n a stringed instru
ment." A person nat familiar with the 
purpose and use of a concordance might 

T. ~~~~cE aROWN 

assume that psal/o actually means "to 
sing praises with or without a mechani
cal instrument ~ith strings.'' It does not, 

Let us use an rllustration to help clarify 
the point we are making here. Suppose 
we look under the word "milk" from 
the Greek gala. Young might have said 
"Milk, with or without cornbread." i 
would have little argument with the 
st~tement, Gala means 'milk', with or 
~rthout cornbread," which means, "It 
srmply means· 'milk.' " It means 'milk' 
in or out of the refri~erator, in or o~t 
of a glass, with or wrthout ice cream. 
But ttie truth of the matter is, gala does 
not mean ''milk, with cornbread " or 
"milk, without cornbread." It just ~eans 
'milk.' Students, as well as scholars, need 
to learn the ~ignificance of punctuation 
marks. There rs a great deal of difference 
between the stat~ment, "Woman I With
out her, man would be a beast!" arid 
"Woman without her m~n woyld be a 
beast!" There is arso a great deal of dif
ference in saying that g;;~la means ;milk,' 
wrth or without cornbread, and that gala 
means "milk, ·With or without corn
bread." The last saying means that "with 
or without cornbread" is inherent in the 
meaning of the term gala, and that 
simply is not so. Certainly one may 
drink milk, with or without cornbread. 
But if God said, "Drink milk with corn
bread," that does not authorize us to . 
drink milk without cornbread. And vice 
versa. 

It is true that one MAY psallo AND 
play on a stringed instrument, and one 
may psallo and NOT have a mechanical 
musical instrument. But psal/o cannot 
m~an ."to play and "not play" at the 
sametrme. 

But my purpose in this article is not 
to deal· with the original meaning of 
psal/o or even its New Testament mean
ing. Nor is it my purpose to address;the 
very important issue of whether one may 
do without sin what he is not authorized 
to do. Nor does it deal with how one 
gets authority, either general or specific. 
But we have only tried to emphasize the 
care one needs to use as attempts to 
properly evaluate what he finds in some 
very valuable Bible aids. 
112 lemont lane, Rt. 3, Tullahoma, TN 
37388 

The Ministry of Visitation! LARRY STALLEY 

In his New Testament epistle james 
wrote: "Pure and undefiled religion in 
the sight of our God and Father is to visit 
orphans and widQws in their distress,· 
and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world" (james 1 :27). 

In this verse of Scripture we learn what 
real"religion'' is before the eyes of God: 
a ministry of service to those not fully 
capable of caring for themselves and a 
life of. holy living. 

I would ask you now to consider your 
own such ministry of service to the 110r
phans and widows" and the such like. 
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Are you engaged in a ministry of visita
tion? 

Actually the verb "to visit" in the text 
goes further than just mere visitation. 
The Greek word transliterated is 
episkeptomai. It means "to visit," "to 
care for," "to be concerned about," "to 
look after." 

Jesus used this verb when he said: "I 
was sick, and you visited me; I was in 
prison, and you came to me." luke-in 
writing Acts-used this verb concerning 
the seven men chosen to see about the 
Hellenistic problem of certain widows 

being neglected in the daily distribution 
of food. later he used it concerning 
plans being made for the second mis .. 
sionary J. ourney: "And after some days 
Paul sai to Barnabas, 'Let us return and 
visit the brethren in every city in which 
we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and 
see how they ilre.' '' The writer of He
brews chose this word when he wrote: 
"What is man, that thou rememberest 
him? Or the son of man, that thou art 
concerned about him?" · 

It's interesting that we get our English 
word "bishop"-often translated "over

(Continued on page 12) 

Thank You God# 
I Needed That 

.JIMMY WOOD 

My trav. el home l.ast Wednesday after .. 
noon was interrupted by the longest 
funeral procession thilt I have ever wit
nessed. The fpur-rnlle-long procession 
wa!i honoring Officer Baker of the Dallas 
Police Force. At first I was disturbed that 
my ilrrival home had been del~yed and 
that I would be at least 30 minutes to an 
hour htte. Then as I sat there and 
watched the procession pass I was glad 
that I w~s privileged to be there. 

My heart was touc:hed as I watched the 
family limousine pass with the family of 
the dead offh;:er. How sad to think that 
this young wife and mother would have 
to bear tne burden of rearing her chil .. 
dren alone, How sad to think of the 
mother and father who had given a son 
for this our city. The hundreds of police 
officers were to be pitied too; they had 
suffered the loss of a fellow officer, one 
that they loved and respected .a great 
deal. The flashing lights of the police 
cars (over 100 of them from Dallas and 
surrounding cities) reminded me of the 
dangers of our society. Yes, I had much 
to think about as I observed the pro· 
cession. 

Why is violence and crime such a 
threat· to our society today? Drugs are 
costing us so many lives and so much 
money. Why can't we as citizens see the 
terrible threat to society that the drug 
traffie is? How t;ould any human being 
become so calloused as to profit off ol 
the wrecked lives, broken homes and 
dead. rolicemen that drugs have pro
duced Above all why can't we Chris
tians recogni~e the danger of a drug
oriented society? 

As I thought about all these things and 
~s .mQre ponce cars passed by, I was glad 
that I had been stopped by that funeral 
procession. My life will not ever be quite 
the same agfi!in. I will do all that I can in 
the future to teach young and old the 
importfilnce of letting Christ be a part of 
our lives. I · <:ould not help but pray a 
silent prayer, "Thank you God, I needed 
this! I needed to have my emotions 
touched, my tear ducts opened and my 
commitment renewed. Help me God to 
do what I can to make my country a 
Christian country." 
6409 Preston Road, Dallas, TX 75205 
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Bible Class Resource-Movies? 
CHUCK BRYANT 

Do you ever feel like there's just nothing left to get a class' 
attention? Especially with kids, a leader who can apply every
day happenings to deeper spiritual matters can usually get 
a good discussion rolling. We can learn to make good use of 
things familiar to the audience. One resource which may 
actually lend itself well to opening up the word is movies! 
Skeptical? Hang on. 

A particularly good example is George Lucas' continuing 
Star Wars saga. Bear with me as we take a moment to encap
sule the basic points of the current release, Return of the 
jedi (true Star Wars fans have already seen it at least three 
times, so we're not spoiling the fun for anybody). 

One of the major plots runnnig through the tale is Luke's 
confrontation with t~e good and the dark sides of the Force. 
He learns that Anakin Skywalker, his father, a good Jedi 
knight, was seduced by the dark side and became the Lord 
Darth Vader. Luke believes that a faint spark of Anakin 
remains dormant in Vader; he wants to rekindle it and re
gain his father. The emperor boils up an inner fury within 
Luke and urges him to lash out with it. Luke's rage overcomes 
him briefly as he duels with Vader but he spares Vader's life; 
as a result of his refusal to join the dark side, Luke is nearly 
killed by the emperor-saved only by his father's return of 
the good side. Father and son are reunited; Luke is fully a 
noble Jedi; Anakin is metaphysically "reborn" as a Jedi. 

See all the possibilities? Some of these ideas may sound 
strained from this short synopsis, but if you've seen the three 
films, you can grasp how this could be used to bring up, for 
example, the real conflict .between spiritual good and evil 
(Eph. 6; 1 John 5:19) in which evil is more often seen to be 
the victor (d. Job 21 :7-34), but the final victory wi ll be of the 
good (Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 15 :58; 2 Cor. 4:7-18). Although Luke 
regained control of himself, personal feelings and familial 
considerations did draw him .off course temporarily (Matt. 10: 
24-29). And could teenagers benefit from understanding how 
subtle evil can be? Could it help them to know that Satan has 
much control in believers' lives by offering a right action from 
a wrong motive? (Matt. 6:1-8.) Luke was right to fight evil, but 
his fight was spawned from personal fear and rage-the dark 
side of the force. It was for himself, not for Good. There is an 
absolute difference. To chalk it up to semantics is to ignore 
a profound spiritual dynamic. Now there's a point that many 
adults need something to stir up thought on. And, of course, 
Luke's real victory was wrought when he refused to slay 
Vader. He overcame evil with good. 

Now, how many teens would enthusiastically perk up for a 
Wednesday night class on "A ph i losophical treatise on the 
nature of good and evil"? Or on "the spiritual and meta
physical significance of pure motives"? Hah I But mention 
Star Wars, and Bam! Instant attention! See? Current discussion 
can occasionally be a useful vehicle for stimulating discussion 
of principles which may be drawn and relayed back into the 
Word. 

Developing a knack for using this sort of tool depends on 
(1) tailoring it to the group, and (2) keeping the applications 
reasonable. Movies are basically entertainment, intended for 

profit, not spiritual introspection. Fighting to extract insight 
from most shows could come off cornball. Whereas E.T. could 
be useful for younger kids and talking about the power of 
friendships ( .. . fellowship?), more mature audiences could 
generally benefit more from, say Gandhi or Chariots of Fire. 
But don' t automatically dismiss lighter-hearted attempts: Max 
Dugan Returns brought up some really worthy questions of 
the work ethic, giving and receiving, and affluence. 

The possibilities are limited only by the teacher's careful 
understanding of the particular audience's tastes and ma
turity . . But these cinematic indulgences can sometimes serve 
us well. What, after all, were Jesus' parables but spiritual truths 
seen through the eyes of merchants, housewives, and farmers? 
9221 SW 183rd Terrace, Miami, FL 33157 

Inoffensive Preaching 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD) 

"Then the disciples came to him and asked, 'Do you know 
that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?'" 
(Matt. 15:12). We do not like to be offended. Most of us 
work at being inoffensive. This is only as it should be. God 
did not give us the right to be rude in the name "of Jesus! 
But sometimes the truth of God's words puts us on the of
fensive. It is difficult to wield the sword of the Spirit without 
being on the offense. 

Preaching is a peculiarly difficult task. It is not as easy as 
some might suppose to speak to hundreds of people at a 
time, each one having special needs to be filled, each one at 
his own person~! level of spiritual growth. Perhaps our most 
unfortunate misunderstanding is mistaking teaching from the 
pulpit for preaching. Most of our pulpit oratory doesn't qualify 
as genuine biblical preaching. 

Jesus preached. The disciples preached. The world was 
turned upside down because of it. We don't preach much. If 
we did, the world would be in turmoil spiritually as it was in 
the early days. And those preaching and evangelizing hun
dreds become suspect and are labeled and marked as mod
ernists and heretics. Shame! Many of the brethren seem to 
want sermonettes preached by preacherettes. They do not 
want to be offended by lengthy addresses nor by · life
changing messages demanding total commitment. Eutychus' 
relatives are with us today. 

" I must get your good will or leave you miserable," wrote 
)oseh Alene in his Alarm To The Unconverted. When the word 
of God is proclaimed clearly .and forcefully, the hearer can ~o 
une of two things. He can be offended and stone the mes
senger, or he can amend his life at once. 

It is sti ll a delicate task to step on sinner's toes without 
messing up their shines. But, thanks be to God, preachers are 
not in the toe stepping business. Their job is to preach 
the truth in love. What a calling! 
1223 East Dana Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85204 
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HISTORIC CHURCH CLOSES CHURCH GROWTH WORKSHOP 
IN CEDAR HILL ~:.J~~:-

., . " -;-4_... 
The church of Cedar Hi ll, Texas, an

nounces a church growth workshop to 
be conducted at their building August 
4-6. This wi ll be a cooperative work of 
several south Dallas and north Ell is 
county congre~ations. Keynote speaker 
O':J the theme ' Preparing God's People" 
wdl be Pau l Rogers of Centerville, 
Tennessee. 

Further information can be obtained 
by contacting Dean Ki lmer at the church 
of Christ in Cedar Hill, Texas. The phone 
number is 214-291-4200. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 / 448·3557. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MiLITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

T" e AME N Mtnt l! ry wot"s ""'' ' " la tthlul conoregat•ons ot the 
cr.urche~ ol Chust ,.,hose mem:Jer J on mthtl ty ensta lll :tons 
• ot10·•Id• arc •••11nc to f'le iD your IOYtCS onu - as they ha-.e 
rtelQed wtlh the scumull and phys tc:at nttos ol tf'lou sands ol 
otner.s dur~ng the pas t ' '"' yeats Trus serv•ce ' ' tr .. ! 

. Historic Western ~eights _Chu rch of Christ, after 111 years at the same location 
m the Nor_th ~a.k Cliff Sect1on of Dallas, closed on May 8 because of diminishing 
membership ansmg from a demographic change in the area. M inisters of the church 
in its beginning l ived in the community and took turns in filling the pulpit. They 
included Joe Harding, C. M . Wilmeth, A. C. Borden, L. A. Sweet, W. H. Walker, 
W. F. Barcus, G. Q. Grasty and T. R. Burnett. 

Seno "lame, complete l dCireu. phone l l'\0 mth ta ry •nsta llal!on. 
and s::unt uat co nCI•t• on, •I 11. nown • long wtU'I yout name: • na ~d

dtess to· 
AMEN 

tl~'
: -',• WHITE"S FERRY ROAO 
V L .' CH URCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2(X)() 
West Monroe. Lou1siana 71291 

American MiUtary EvangeUzing Nations 

"STRENGTHENING MISSION 
CHURCHES" MINISTRY 

KEEPS GROWING 

Harvey Chi ldress 
The "Strengthening Mission Churches" 

ministry of the Waterview church in 
Richardson, Texas continues to grow. We 
have now received our 1 OOth request for 
help from mission congregations and the 
men who are ministering to them. 

By conducting workshops, seminars, 
and meetings, sometimes a combi nation 
of "them, we have already helped 17 of 
those churches directly. We have set up 
help to go to 15 more of them, and 
we have nelp pend ing to 10 others, and 
will send men to them as soon as we 
can coordi nate the right man w ith the 
right t ime for those. 

For congregations wanting to do mis
sion work in the U. S. and Canada we can 
send a list of chu rches needing help. To 
preachers wanting to do mission work 
we can send a list. To those wanting to 
help men who need additional support 
we can send them a list too. Write to me, 
Harvey Child ress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardson, TX 75080 if you desire to 
help. 

Al.ol...m. C/w;,,,.n Undergraduate 

(' h I r f) I & Graduate 
Jc oo o l'i.etigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .• M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scholarships AvaitaOitl For Full T1mt Stuacn:s on M••n Campus. 

Gl Appto~&d. 011 C•mpus Progflms Available. 

Call Collect to r Or. Ru A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277· 3510 

6020 Allanta Highway. Montgomery. AL 36117 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2YEARS 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for P1·eachers, 'reachers, Personal W orke1·s, 
Elders and Deacom 

Fer Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

LARRY BROWN , Broker 
Res. Pho. 806·353·2020 

3501 S . Georgia • Amarillo. TX 79109 
Phone 806·355-8261 

RE WRIGHT, Realtor 
Res. Pho.~359~ 

Larry Brown is a deacon in the Southwest Church of Christ. Re Wright preached 
for 20 years and now is a member of the Central Church of Christ. 

For your convenience we will be happy to m eet you at the airport. and/ or make 
your reservations for overnight accommodations. and provide any assistance 
for finding your n ew home. 
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THE CHURCH WITHIN PRISON 
(Continued from page 5) 

Someone must take the initiative and 
help him become a part of the local 
church. Others were afraid of Paul, "but 
B~trnabus took him, and brought him to 
the apostles, and declared unto them 
how he had seen the Lord in the way, 
and that he had spoken to him, and how 
he had preached boldly at Damascus in 
the name of Jesus." 

Love 
There Is no greater power in this world 

than Jove. The church must express re
membering, redeeming and rehabilitat
Ing love. We must remember that we too 
were once slaves of si n, but through 
Christ W@ all became new creatures. The 
person who forgets from whence he 
came does not profit from what he has 
become in Christ jesus. Paul's remem
brance of his past and his conversion 
caused him to fully believe that "love 
never fails." Simon Peter said in 1 Peter 
4:8, "And above all things have fervent 
love among yourselves: for love shall 
cover a multitude of sins." When Chris
tians truly Jove each other, they wi ll not 
publish abroad past failings but will 
cover them from the sight of others. 

This new convert must be accepted 
with redeeming love. This is godly love 
given by the Christian not because of the 
value of the object alone but because of 
the great God-given love that dwel ls in 
him. This love is given through the pres
ence of the Holy Spirit in the believer's 
life. This love drove Christ from heaven's 
throne to Bethlehem manger and Gol
gotha's brow. It will constrain the Chris
tian to a self-sacrificing lifestyle for the 
good of others. 

The church must exercise rehabilitative 
love, guiding these into constructive 
Christian lives. It will demand patience 
and persistence. In times of failure there 
must be Christian guidance lifting and 
leading onward. The church can help 
restore these if we wil l follow Paul's in
structions in Galatians 6:1, "Brethren if 
a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted." 
P.O. Box 2, Huntsville, TX 77340 

.\ Fll'1'11 Foundation aubacriDtlon makes a 
wondertul birthday or anniversary ~Itt. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet , Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Reprints of any single page article appeoring per 1000 copies. Orders smaller than 1000 cop· 
in the Firm Foundation may bo had far $12.00 ies not accepted. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
J immy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

Ot~ 

"GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE" 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and work ing of God's purpose through the ages. 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

e STRENGTHEN FAITH 
• BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENESS OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN , TEXAS 

"MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found .. . very capable in a study of this type." 

-George Bailey 

" MIKE is a one-of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him .. . go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P .0. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
11 512·423·3353 

II [519] 



THE MINISTRY OF VISITATION! 
{Continued from page 8) 

seer" in our versions-from the Greek 
noun form (episkopos) of this Greek 
verb. Just as "runner" is the noun form 
of the verb "to run," likewise "bishop" 
or "overseer" is the translated noun form 
of the yreek verb episkeptomai, "to 
visit." The bishop, elder, overseer, pas
tor is one who is especially "concerned 
about," "caring for," "visiting," and see
ing about-not overseeing as much as 
seeing about-the needs of the breth
ren. 

It is with this understanding that one 
shou ld read such passages as 1 Timothy 
3:1 and 1 Peter 4:1-2. When in the latter 
passage tlie Kin~ James Version states: 
"The elders wh1ch are among you I 
exhort . .. feed the flock of God which 
is among you, taking the.oversight there
of ... ," the last four words "taking the 
oversight thereof" is the translation given 
for the verb episkopew, a denominative 
of "bishop" {episkopos) an9 an iterative 
verb of episkeptomai- the verb "to 
visit" in James 1:27. The two verbs are 
linguistically related to each other, and 
concerning the pastorate (the elders) the 
intrinsic meanin~ is not so much ruling 
over sou ls as it 1s caring for the people 
of God: those responsible with the duty 
of shepherding the flock! Every shepherd 
is to some extent a ruler over the sheep, 
but not every ruler is necessarily or in
herently a shepherd of the sheep! 

So inherent in the duty of Christian 
elders is what we might call "the minis
try of visitation. But it is important that 
we each understand that such a ministry 
is not limited to the elders, nor is it just 
for the preacher: it is-as James wou ld 
tell us-for any and everyone who wou ld 

· aspire to be " religious." The task of visi
tation" must go beyond the respon
sibility of a few individuals. We must 
each be " concerned about" one another 
and become our brother's keeper. 

I believe James would tell us that to 
the extent we "visit" {i.e., care for) the 
orphans and the widows- and the such 
like-and are engaged in holy conse
crated living, to that extent we are re
ligious in God's sight! 

Are you involved in such a ministry? 
In especially our larger congregations, 
numerous individuals are burdened 
down with sickness and various prob-

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 

12 f5201 

San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

lems each week. To the extent we per
sonally reach out and assist in whatever 
manner we can, to that extent we offer 
up to God "pure and undefiled religion." 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

May God help each of us to be truly 
religious and to be concerned about our 
fellow-man!. 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

1400 Troy Road, Co.llinsville, IL 62234 
CALL 205/767-0051 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 
~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 

a glasslike appearance. 
~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 
~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
OllDE.l A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

f irm foundAtion Publbhlng Hou>e P.O. !lox 610 ~ustln . Tex.u 78767 

Great Lakes Christian College 
P.O. Bo·x 399 (Beamsville) 
Lincoln, Ontario LOR 1.80 

DEPT. OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Presenrs 

A four-year l.anguage, culture and Dible training program to prepare 
young merrand women for Slavic evongelism around the world. 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

- Elementary Ul~roinion 
- Introduction to Ul~roinion 

Literoture 
- Ul~roinion Civilization 

Contact 

J. Riel~ Pinczul~. Director 
Great Lal~es Christian College 

Depr. of Slavic Languages 
P. O.Gox J99. Cleamsville 

Ontario. Canada LOR 1 13 0 
Phone (416) 56.3·7641 or (416) 56J-5J74 

Pre poring Workers .for: 

FIRM FOUHDATION.,.-JUL Y 26, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 
Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family . ~ ...................... $154.00 

Single . ~ ...................... $ 59.25 
(Most States) 

PLAN #502 
$200.00 
$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 
$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MO~THS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL D.EATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOR.EIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

8171 496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 . 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 

:: ~ &::::::: ~ :: 
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BOONE, IOWA CAMPAIGN 

March 13-18 marked the date in which 
46 college students from Harding and 
OCC signed 344 Boone, Iowa residents 
for the Water of Life BCC. Lloyd Deal 
f rom the Iowa Evangelism Team in Des 
Moines d irected the campaign effort and 
the church in Decatur, Texas oversees the 
Boone work and supports Roger Lee 
there. Tyrren Yates and Roslyn May are 
shown knocking one of the doors. 

FREED-HARDEMAN LECTURES 
ANNOUNCED 

" Everyday Christianity" will be the 
theme of the annual Bible Lectureship at 
Freed-Hardeman College in Henderson, 
Tennessee. Th e week long event has 
been scheduled for February 6-10. 

Chapel speakers for the week will be: 
j. Lynwood Mathis, j erry Gorham, johnny 

· Lawrence, Robin Wadley, and Carl 
Brecheen. 

Evening speakers include: john Simp
son, Guy N. Woods, Neil Gallagher, and 
Carl Breechen. 

Afternoon keynote addresses w ill be 
given by: Vance Greenway, B. j. Naylor, 

DO YOU 

Want co Preaeh? 

Do you w8nt 8 B.A. degree w i th a r7J8jor 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves 8S preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that is 
thoroughly Bible·centered and 
academically excellent? 

. M~9~~~i~i 
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Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (60 1) 289-2896 

Albert Gardner, and Floyd Dethrow, Sr. How many religious periodicals do you sub. 
Additional information about the Lee- scribe to? 

tu~eship m~y be obtained by writing I'_.;_ ____________ , 
Wmford Cla1borne, Lectu reship Director, COM£ W/TH US 
Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson 
TN 38340 I 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa· 
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

Holy Land 
Aug.31, 1983 
Dec.27, 1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for o Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Groduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn. 31ll17 

Ph. 901-761·1350 901·683·1678 

MEDICAL INSURANCE PROBLEMS? 
You don't need them. We now have a good group 

medical :insurance program for Gospel preachers 
and employees of Churches of Christ. 

COST: family -$119.00 per month 
husband & wife-$ 87.50 per month 
single -$ 46.50 per month 

- BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS -
• $1 million lifetime benefit in or out of hospital-pays 80% 

until $5,000 of eligible benefits are paid, then 100% there
after to $250,000 in any calendar yea r. 

• $100 deductible per calendar year-maximum of three de
duct ibles per family per calendar year. 

• Semi-Private Room and Board Benefit-Additional $5.00 
per day allowance toward private charge. Double Semi
Private rate for Intensive Care, if required. No limit on 
number of days. 

• Surgical and Professional Services-Usual and customary 
charges. 

• Maternity Benefit....,....Same as any other illness. 
• $500 Accident Expense Benefit-First $500 paid in full for 

all accidents. No Deductible. 
• Psychiatric Benefit-Up to 50% of usual and customary 

charges for "Out Patient Care," benefits not to exceed $20 
per visit and limited to 52 visits per calendar year. 

Open enrollment during July, August, and September. If you enroll 
during these months you wil l be accepted. If yo~ are now employed and 
working at least 30 hours per week, or a full t1me student 1n a school 
of preaching you qualify for this coverage. 

This program underwritten by Lloyds of London; for brochure and 
application write to: 

Glen Crowe 
P.O. Box 247 
Tompkinsville, Ky. 42167 

or call (502) 487·8811 or (502 ) 487·5216 and ask for Teresa or Ken. 
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c L A s s I F I E D YUltiA., ARIZ., 051 W. 28th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6 :3·0 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 
advertising meeting places. preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachus. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

The ~hurch of Christ in laredo, Texas has Immediate 
ope"!I08. for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
ap~llcat1ons and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~r~~~~~s Avenue, laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

PREACHER WANTED: Church of 90 in Greater New 
Orleans needs preacher. Desire married man between 
30 and 45 wit~ . ability in pulpit and personal work. 
Great. opportunet1es With 1984 World's Fair. Contact 
Denn1s Butler, 504-392-7771. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evang~lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trim
Plier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
&34-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M.. Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN· NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAIN•~=E-,....--2""'4,..,..1-Ce-=--n-:-te-r---:oS~t.-, -=v=-.=F:-:. W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA. Y AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Rood 

Pleasnnton, CnUfornln 94560 
James W. Ferguson. Sr., Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evansrelist 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 
MISSIONARY TO SPAIN seeks supporting con~regation. 
Fluent in Spanish. Knows needs of the people. Knows 
the land well. Four years experience in Spain. Com
pleting degree at O.C.C. Resume and references avail
able. Phone 405-478-3046 or write Kevin Smith, 13900 
Benson Rd. #208, Edmond, OK 73034. 
Attention: Christian Social Worker with Masters Degree 
In Individual and Family counseling seeks position. 
Personal experience with foster care in all aspects. 
Desires to work with children and their families. Mar
ried with two young children. Available August, 1983. 
Please call Don Hale at 504-381-9440 or write: 3650 
Nicholson br. #1168, Baton Rouge, La. 70802. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also .you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Churcti of Christ, 2432 
27th Sl, Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Rellrement Approaching'i' 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal cli
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-~2;;;.9~94,;,:·,-~==-==,-~= 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Aluka 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., :205 E. Horgnn Ave., 
U.S. 460 East Opposite K-Hart. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Bobby Wade. Min. 47'8-4CHSO. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
Istry?" Write Box 19B5, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
MINISTER WANTED: The Rochester Church of Christ Is 
seeking a mature Gospel preacher. Must be qualified 
and experienced in pulpit and personal work. Counsel
Ing experience desirable, formal education required. 
We have full support. Salary Is negotiable. Send resume, 
references and taped sermon to Rochester Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 852, Rochester, MN S5901, Attn: Elders. 
Established New England congregation In desperate 
need of full time preacher with outside support. Con
gregation owns church building and preacher's home 
near by but cannot provide any other remuneration 
other than the home. Congregation numbers approxi
mately 45. Please apply only If you have committed 
outside support. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
409 Uphom Street, Melrose, Mass. 02176. 
My name Is Stephen Cox. I am available for service 
In Pulpit, youth, personal, or bus work In the Lord's 
kingdom. I am married, and have two children plus 
six years' experience. A resume can be sent upon 
request. If Interested call 417-876-4256. 

Wnshlngton, D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ. 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Virglnla 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-414'1, 
Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
EVANGELIST NEEDED: Mature·-, .;.;_z-ea-:1,..-o-us-....,i-nd'""i,....v.,...id:-u-al 
wanted to. work ~ith active growing congregation with 
programs 10 bus10g, personal work, radio and news
paper. J?esire self-motivator with strong commitment to 
evangehsm, personal work and pulpit preachif\g. Send 
resume and references to R. l. Prior, RFD No.· 2 Box 
108, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463-1ai7 or 
402/462-4745. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Interested in local or foreign 
work. Harding CCP grad. 12 yrs. exp. local and foreign 
23 baptisms in past yr. local and foreign campaig~ 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cultural training. 
Wife teacher in Christian school. 2 older sons are 
Christians. 36 yrs. old. Excellent references. Jim layton 
2350 San Marcos Camino #14, Pensacola, Fl. 32507: 
(904) 45S-5426. 
Financiall-,: independ~nt pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
a~e ~4, w1fe, two children, wants to serve congregation 
w1th10 reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The hu:;b.:~nd should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-S530 or write to 
Drawer B, Callup, NM 87301. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices, Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Te.'tas 79604. 

ENERGETIC MINISTER with 32 years experience seeks 
challenging position as associate minister. Strong back
ground in education, hospital ministry, counseling, and 
working with military personnel. M. A. Harding Gradu
ate School; Ed. M. and post-graduate studies from 
Eastern Illinois University. Desire work with elders and 
progressive congregation who seek to develop a vital 
teaching oriented educational program. Prefer to locate 
in south or southwest near a military installation. Call 
(217) 893-91S6 after 6 P.M. Write: James (Jim) Girdley, 
1341 Briarcliff Drive, Rantoul, ll 61866. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-July 15, 1983. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife team heavy on 
personal work and grounding in the faith. Contact Bob 
Ekman, 616-33S-3812. 

VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvanial 
Then. worship with the Huntingdon church o Christ 
meet!ng at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntmgdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship .10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday even10g. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
W ~~TED: ~re:::en~c::o::O:v=er:--;:,;;:s=on=-g=-s-o~f -::t:;-h-e-C:::::-h'u-r-ch','"""~19=-=7=""5 
ed1t1on. If 10 good condition will buy any quantity 
from 25 to 100. Church of Christ, 1465S Sherman Way 
Van Nuys, CA 91405. (213) 785-2623. ' 
El.E~ENTARY TEACHERS WANTED. Must be licensed or 
eilg1ble to be licensed. Redland Christian Academy 
17700 S. W. 280 Street, Homestead Florida 33031 
Phone 1-305-247-7399. ' ' 

PREACHING OPPORTUNITY 
CHUR~H OF.C.HRIST 1':'1 OAKDALE, CA. Is looking for 
a full-hme M101ster. Wnte-Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
86, .C?ak~ale, Ca. ~5361, for information regarding 
<JUahf1cat1ons, expenence, and responsibilities. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
APPliCATIONS WANTED AT .MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLs. HUS
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI~ 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILINC, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING 
CAPABlE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPINC OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. ' 
FULL TIME PREACHER is needed by the Lakeview 
Oregon Church of Christ. Sunday morning averag~ 
attendance is about 45. Lakeview is a ranching and 
logging town of about 2,800 people with an additional 
1 •?OO pop~;~lation in the surrounding rural area. Preacher . 
wdl be pa1d a modest salary by the Lakeview Church or 
could be partially supported by another church. Con
tact Kerry Clark, 1160 South "E", Lakeview, Oregon 
97630. Phone 503-947-4615. , 

MINISTERS WANTED 
to attend the 12th Annual Ministers' Retreat at Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, September 26-27. Good food, 
fun and fellowship. Info contact: Pettijohn Springs, 
Madill, OK 73446. 405-765-5015. 

TURLEY CHILDREN'S HOME 
P. 0. Box 6596, Tulsa, OK 74156 

HOUSEPARENTS WANTED 
Contact 

J. Robert Smith 
(918) 428·2557 
( 918) 428·4036 

Day 
Evening 

David P. Brown 
(918) 428-2557 
(918) 425·8869 

626 2·17-83 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 
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Harding Graduate School of Religion 
'Hardi~ 

J Graduate 
School 

of 

Fall Schedule of Classes 
August 29- December 16, 1983 

• Classes meet only one day each week. 
• Classes lead to an M.A., M.A.R., M.Th., or D.Min. degree. 
• Loans and scholarships are available. 
• Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

-
1:00-3:40 p.m. 

Monday 

564A History of the Restoration 
Movement in America 

587B Ethnotheology 
3:45-3:55 p.m. Chapel 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
521 The New Testament World 
567 Seminar in Church History: 

Contemporary Restoration 
Movement 

573A Basic Co.unseling 

7:15-9:45 p.m. 
546 Classics of Christian 

Devotion 
560 History of the Early 

Church 

Tuesday 
8:15-9:25; 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
531A Elementary Greek 
565 History of Religion in 

America 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 

9:30-9:50 a.m. Chapel 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
544A History of Christian 

Thought 
574A Theories of Marriage and 

Family Therapy 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
591 Christian Education 
596B The Local Preacher 

Wednesday 
8:15-9:25; 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
573B Practicum in Counseling 
9:30-9:50 a.m. Chapel 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
510 Readings in the Hebrew 

Old Testament 
597 Campus Ministry 

. 599 Introduction to Graduate 
Study 

3hrs. West 
3 hrs. Slate 

3hrs. Oster 

3hrs. West 
3hrs. Flatt 

3hrs. Brown 

3hrs. West 

3hrs. Osburn 

3hrs. West 

3 hrs. Meredith 

3hrs. Brown 

3 hrs. Johnson 

3 hrs. Meredith 

3hrs. Lynn 
3 hrs. Bradley 

3 hrs. Johnson 

3 hrs. Vancil 
3hrs. ·Lynn 

3 hrs. Meredith 

Thursday· 
8:15-9:25; 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
547 Providence and Suffering 
572 Ministry and Life 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 

9:30-9:50 a.m. Chapel 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
532 Readings in the Greek 

New Testament 
551 Problems of Religious 

Knowledge 
599 Introduction to Graduate 

Study 
4:00-6:45 p.m. 
500B An Advanced Introduction 

to the Old Testament 
581C Church Music 
588 Expository Preaching 

7:15-9:45 p.m. 
500A Survey of the Old 

Testament 

Friday 
8:15-9:25; 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
509A Beginning Hebrew 
537 Seminar in the Synoptic 

Gospels 
9:30-9:50 a.m. Chapel 

1:00-3:45 p.m. 
525 Galatians and Romans 
552 Philosophy of Religion 

4:00-6:45 p.m. 
544B History of Christian 

Thought 
575A Marital Therapy 

D.Min. Courses 
700 Research in Ministry 

(Oct. 3-7) 
730AB Internship in Ministry 
740 Thesis 

3hrs. Brown 
3hrs. Lynn 

3 hrs. Meredith 

3hrs. Osburn 

3 hrs. Hazelip 

3 hrs. Meredith 

3 hrs. Vancil 
3 hrs. Chester 
3hrs. Slate 

3hrs. Oster 

3hrs. Vancil 

3hrs. Osburn 

3hrs. Oster 
3hrs. Hazelip 

3hrs. Brown 
3hrs. Johnson 

3hrs. Lynn 
3 hrs. ea. Staff 
6hrs. Staff 

For further information contact: Harold Hazelip, Dean, Harding Graduate School of Religion, 1000 Cherry Rd~, 
MemphlJ, Tennessee 38117, or Bill Ratt, Registrar. Telephone 901-761-1353. 
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SOME BUT NOT All of the preachers of the West Coast area 
who attended a meeting on the campus of Pepperdine Uni
versity. It was a historical occasion that b rought together this 
number of gospel preachers in Cali~orni a. Pepperdine ':Jniver
sity has hosted a number of semmars and lecturesheps for 
preachers, church leaders and other church groups during the 
past year. 
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WHO ARE WE? 
In every community where there is a church of Christ 

the question should be not only asked, but considered 
seriously: Who are we? 

We have a responsibility to understand ourselves and 
our mission, and we have an obligation to identify our
selves correctly to the people in the community. We feel 
afronted sometimes when someone asks whether we are 
a branch of the Holiness church, or of the Roman Catho
lic church. We try to explain just who we are when we 
really don't know ourselves sometimes. 

We have become what we are by drawing from a 
broad cross-section of the religious world, and a very 
few un-churched and hitherto irreligious people. Be
cause of our concept of faith being a personal matter, 
and of the church as being completely undenomina
tional, we find it difficult to tell a denominationally 
oriented world just who we are. 

The community has become used to the independent 
church model. It doesn't mean much to them when we 
use the expression "congregationally independent." We 
have confidence that we can build a church anywhere, 
and that people who are really discerning will drive by a 
half-dozen beautiful buildings to get to our back-street
in-an-old-dwelling location. We advertise and put up 
signs and expect the people to come flocking. They 
don't. We put a notice in the newspaper that we are 
having a "gospel meeting." They don't come. We knock 
doors with little results. The community has had old, 
well established, denominational churches for seven 
generations, and is uninterested in a new one. How do 
we explain that we are different? 

Most people want to attend a church where the Bible 
is preached. Can we convince them that we are any dif
ferent from the other community churches where it is 
seldom preached? Or, would they hear about what they 
would hear if they went to the Salvation Army service 
or the Post Chapel on the military base? Are we really 
a Bible-preaching people with a distinct plea to make? If 
not, then why do we have a right to occupy space in a 
community full of churches? 

Church attendance is a sectarian concept which pre
supposes that the church is over there somewhere and 
that we go to it, or attend it. The truth is that wherever 
we are, if we are faithful, we are the church. Church is 
not something you dismiss and close the door on for a 
week. The church may assemble, but it cannot be at-
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tended. You don't go to church. Almost universally we 
betray our sectarian concept of what the church is. It is 
not a place you can go to, represented by a building you 
can approach. The church is people. It is there without 
our going anywhere. The church may assemble in one 
place, but we don't go to church. We are a group of 
church-be-ers-not church goers. 

The church is that society civilized by divine direc
tion rather than by human concern. It is a society in 
which God dwells as his word is accepted and applied. 
The church was in God's plan from before the founda
tion of the world, and long before we built a building 
in a community. Saved people are the church. The king
dom of heaven is on the inside of us; not on the outside. 

Some have more recently been calling our attention 
to the fast developing "church of Christ-ism" among 
us. Others hotly defend the practice, but we heartily 
agree with those who are warning us. We cut out of the 
Firm Foundation every week numerous sectarian refer
ences to the "Church of Christ-like, and The Church of 
Christ-that"-all smacking of denominational concep
tion. Why does it have to be The Church of Christ in 
Dallas and the Church of Christ in Houston? Why can't 
it be just the church in Dallas and the church in Houston? 
That's the way it was in New Testament times. Could it 
be that we are forgetting who we are? 

If our theology is understood only in its historic con
text we are a denomination. We must be careful that 
even Restorationism does not force us into that mold. 
The validity of our faith and practice must be centered in 
the Scriptures and nowhere else. It is very difficult to 
keep us a Bible-believing, Bible-practicing people when 
tradition and peer pressure are so strong. 

Few people in the world know that the lord built a 
church, and few know the real purpose of the church. 
Many in the church do not know its true nature. Could it 
be that even we are losing sight of who we are? 

The church founded by jesus Christ, soon after his 
ascent into heaven, differs from anything and every
thing else in all history. It occupies unique ground, or 
else it has no legitimate right to exist at all. If we under
stand, as we ough~ to understand why he 'did it, and 
the nature he gave it, we would have a greater appre
ciation of who we are, and a greater concern for preach
ing the gospel to every creature. 
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Are "We" The True Church? 
From its beginnings, our American 

brotherhood has been a diverse assembly 
representing a broad spectrum of opin
ions, focal points and emphases. Until 
one recogmzes this fact, he/she may 
feel great frustration as he encounters 
those differences. This is especially true 
if one was taught from youth or con
verted on the assumption that "we" were 
all just alike. 

My own upbringing, for example, had 
at least three generations of brotherhood 
membership oehind it, including a father 
who preached all his adult life, a mother 
born and reared on the African mission 
field, and maternal grandparents who 
pioneered a mission work beginning in 
1921. I was personally reared on the no
tion that "we" were totally autonomous 
churches, having no creed but the Bible, 
and no obligation to follow any teach
ing not clearly supported by Scripture. 

As I was taught it, that did not mean 
"we" had discovered everything already 
and now had only a holding action 
to maintain. It meant instead that "we" 
were. committed to learn whatever God 
had for us, and that "we" were dif
ferent from others in that we were ex
pected by principle to change as often 
as necessary to keep step with growth 
in understanding. Of course there were 
unchanging basics, but in those we were 
not particularly unique. Such matters as 
the inspiration of Scripture, the deity of 
Jesus, the need for local church involve
ment and a holy life full of good works 
came here. 

I was taught that whoever dreaches 
the simple gospel sows the see for true 
Christianity, and that whoever is bap
tized according to the Great Commis
sion in response to that gospel is a New 
Testament Christian. This meant, in my 
upbringing, that there were true Chris
tians around the world who had never 
heard of Alexander Campbell or the 
American churches of Christ. They were 
God's people, nevertheless, and that was 
all we had any claim to be. 

It came as a shock to me some 20 
years ago, when I suddenly be17an to 
realize that some others of "us' were 
not operating on these same precon
ceptions. Furtnermore, they viewed such 
understandings as a threat to their 
soundness if not their very existence. 
They were probably just as shocked to 
bump into someone like myself, who 
had been reared on principles different 
from those they had always been taught. 

Meanwhile, I could claim, like Paul, 
impeccable brotherhood credentials. I 
was truly a res"forationist of restoration
ists, of the strictest group in the brother
hood, educated from first grade through 
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graduate school in "our" schools, 
preaching since age 17, and serving with 
distinction in brotherhood schools, 
camps, papers and local churches. Also 
like Paul, I have by grace understood 
that none of the above contributes one 
cent toward my eventual entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of glory, since that 
is altogether by grace tnrough faith, a 
free gift bestowed solely on the merits 
of our Savior jesus Christ. 

But back to the original question 
which heads this article: "Are 'we' the 
true church?" All of us would want to 
answer that question with a "yes," 
though we would not all mean the same 
thing by our answer. It might help us 
understand each other better (not to 
mention our own selves) if we give the 
question some thought. In the process, 
we might also come to a clearer percep
tion of the scriptural basis for any such 
claim-which might be greater or 
smaller than we had previously sup
posed. To that end, I suggest five lines 
of thought. 

1. Think about who and what your 
local congregation is, historically. We 
did not fall out of heaven, fly in by 
stork, or spring out of a mushroom. We 
have historical roots, with ancestors and 
descendants. Every part of our historical 
heritage has left its mark on us. It is 
helpful for us to be very honest and 
recognize some of these human factors 
that have shaped what we are today. 
Formulate a sentence that identifies your 
own congregation's historical place. In 
my case, that sentence might say: "We 
are (a) the 1983, (b) Bering Drive repre:. 
sentation of (c) the southern, (d) Texas, 
(e) non-instrumental music wing of the 
(f) 19th century, (g) American, (h) 'resto
ration' movement of (i) the Campbells, 
Stone and others, from (j) Presbyterian 
and (k) Baptist roots, within (I) Protes
tantism {m) at the grass-roots level." 

How many of these points does "the 
true church" always have? Do any of 
these points cause, help, hinder or pre
vent our being "the true church' or 
some part of it? 

2. Think about "our brotherhood" and 
its relationship to "the true church." Is 
our brotherhood of churches of Christ 
"the true church": (a) inclusive and ex
clusive (us all and us only); {b) inclusive 
but not exclusive (us all but not us only); 
(c) exclusive but not inclusive (us only 
but not us all); (d) neither inclusive nor 
exclusive (not us all and not us only, 
though some of us along with others)? 

There is no doubt in the New Testa
ment that Jesus established but one 
church; that the universal church equals 
all the saved in this age; that no saved 
person today is outside Christ's spiritual 

body or universal ciliuch. The questions 
rise when anyone, any time, equates that 
one, true universal church with any par
ticular, historical group which can be 
found in the Yellow Pages, for example, 
or which is totally encompassed in any 
group's version of "Where the Saints 
Meet." 

Too often we pull a spiritual version 
of the old shell game on this subject. 
Vve do this when we begin by asserting 
from Scripture the New Testament truths 
stated at the first of the paragraph just 
above, then switch (faster than the 
common eye can follow) so that we end 
up saying (or Jmplying) that "we" (a par
ticular listing in the Yellow Pages' are 
that one true church, inclusive and ex
clusive. 

3. Think about "the true church" and 
its constituency. Granted that xou and 
your congregation are part of ' the true 
church" in the Bible sense. Suppose that 
all of the 1983 American churches of 
Christ are part of "the true church." On 
what basis is that the case? Are "we" 
part of the true church: (a) as a move
ment; {b) as a local congregation; (c) as 
individual Christians? 

Many of the pioneer preachers insist
ed that Scripture knows nothing larger 
than a local con&regation but smaner 
than the church umversal. Does our word 
"brotherhood" come between these two 
groupings? Do we mean more than all 
the true Christians in the world, 
wherever they happen to be? Do we 
mean something more like "we as a 
people" that is bigger than any local 
church but still doesn't include all the 
saved today? If that is what we mean, 
isn't "brotherhood" a euphemism for 
"denomination" and wouldn't it be more 
honest to simply say so? Is "the true 
church" composed of individuals, con
gregations, or brotherhoods? Can one be 
part of it on a group plan? If the "broth
erhood" contains all the "brothers," 
therefore all the children (including 
daughters) of God, must one be associ
ated with our movement to be part of 
that collection? Does connection with 
the churches of Christ (restoration move
ment, non-instrument wing) guarantee a 
part in the family of God? 

4. Think about the first-century church. 
If "we" are the 1983 American, Camp
bell-Stone, non-instrument wing, restora
tion movement, and if the first-century, 
New Testament church is "them," how 
much: (a) are we really like them? (b) 
should we be like them; (c) is it possible 
for us to be like them? 

Do we sense the great diversity that 
existed among them, with jews, Gentiles 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Higher Plane of Living 
0. H. TABOR 

We sing, "lord, lift me up and Jet me stand, by faith on 
heaven's table land. A higher plane than I have found: Lord, 
p\ant my feet on higher ground." We are all acquainted with 
the mountains and have experienced many wonderful mo
ments as we view the upper regions of God's earth. I Jove the 
mountains for they fascinate me, My wife and I bought a spot 
in the hills of New Mexico and built a cabin, mostly with our 
own hands. After finishing the cabin we decided to do ·some 
climbing to see what was up there and to better see what 
was down there. One day we climbed and climbed and 
finally we reached near the top of what we thought was the 
highest peak; but just before reaching that highest point we 
saw another peak in the distance which was higher than the 
one we were climbing. The higher we climbed the more 
higher regions we saw. Life is like this. In the spiritual realm, 
all along the way, more beauty, greater perspective and a 
happier thrill. 

Paul exhorted Christians to "Go on unto perfection." We 
are to pray for "A closer walk with God." Like standing on the 
mountaintop and viewing the higher peaks you have seen, in 
spiritual imagery, the range of salvation, the glorious pano
ramic view of the peak of God's infinite grace and of the 
boundless love of God. Off there, we see peaks of forgive
ness, justification, regeneration and others representing the 
highest of all, the death, burial and glorious resurrection of 
jesus Chr,ist arid his ascension into heaven. Who can gaze 
upon such heights of beauty and not be moved to live a 
better life while on the earth! 

let us look at this life in the Son and suggest what it is 
and how we may attain unto a measure of it. 

First. let us say that a higher life, in Christ is a life that is 
new. Paul said, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ." This new 
life is made possible because of the gracious provisions God 
made through his grace and mercy. God's salvation is perfect 
and without a flaw and will never need changing. It fits the 
needs of mankind under every circumstance of life. As long as 
man walks God's way he is related to heaven so as to receive 
whatever .help he may need to press on. God's salvation is 
for time and for eternity. When God provided the Messiah, 
jesus Christ, he supplied every provision man will ever need 
and this is why Jesus said, "Apart from me ye can do nothing." 

The higher life in Christ is an obedient life which is lived in 
conformity to the will of God. We have the true example of 
obedience when we look at jesus Christ. He said, "I have 
come down from heaven not to do my own will but to do the 
will of him who sent me." Again, "My food," said jesus, "is 
to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work." 
jesus did not rely upon self but was dependent upon his 
Father. Every thought, word and deed and all his works were 
in harmony with the mind of God. To this end the gospel was 
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given with its commands and its promises to all who will obey. 
Jesus offered a life for our pattern of love, harmony, peace, 
longsuffering, forgiveness, gentleness, meekness, forbear
ance and brotherly kindness. 

The new life, in Christ, Is possible because God is present 
with his people. We must not think of Christ as only a pat
tern and that we are to go-it-oursleves, by our own strength, 
for unless Christ dwells in the soul we can do nothing. Jesus 
made this very plain when he said, "Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you re
main in me. I am the vine; apart from me you can do 
nothing." 

No doubt there are many who are trying to go-it-without
Christ and they try with all their human strength and fail, 
then finaJiy give up and quit. The energies of the soul come 
from God's mighty power. Before one can have the works 
of this power one must possess a decided mind, a depen
dent heart and a loving obedient will. The spiritually minded 
person knows that God's help will come through prayer, 
confession, study, meditation and submission. Like the moun
tain climber, we are sometimes almost exhausted but the 
atmosphere, beauty, rest and hope revive us again and again 
so we are refreshed and can go on. 

Paul, no doubt, had experienced such moments and he 
said, "I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being. So that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith . . . and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fulness of God. Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

The new life on the highest plane of Christian life fulfills 
God's purpose in man. God had a great purpose that he in
tended to carry out ~hrough his Son and it comes to light 
in what Paul said, "According to his eternal purpose which 
he accomplished in Christ jesus our lord. In him and through 
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence." 
God has called us and saved us according to his own pur
pose and grace. He kept his purpose in mind through the 
ages as he worked toward the fulfillment of it. Then when 
the proper time came he sent Jesus into the world to seek 
and to save the lost. Through his finished work on Calvary 
all people can become members of his body and enjoy 
reconciliation in him. "And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to be held over everything for the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills every
thing in every way." "Lord plant our feet on higher ground." 

415 Terrace Circle, lamesa, TX 79331 
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A Veteran With Few Complaints 

Most of the things written, and most 
of the things I hear, about older preach
ers and what has happened to them, 
leaves the impression that they are a 
mistreated and neglected group. I will 
frankly admit that in some cases they 
are, but I do not believe this is the gen
eral condition. I am one of those older 
preachers, and I have had my share of 
hard knocks, but I still consider myself 
to be one of the most fortunate preach
ers who ever lived. I hope that youn~er 
men, who are thinking of becommg 
preachers, will not be discouraged be
cause of the unfortunate things which 
have happened to a few, but will be en
couraged by the wonderful things which 
have happened to others of us. 

Throughout this article I will be using 
the personal pronoun "I" a number o-f 
times. I cringe when I hear preachers 
overwork this little pronoun, but to make 
my point It becomes necessary, and I 
thank you will understand. 

First of all I am not one of the better 
known preachers, yet I have not wanted 
for a place to preach, nor have I ever 
been a long time between the last place 
and the next. I have not been booked 
for meetings ten years in advance; nor 
have I been In great demand to appear 
on college lectureships and nationally 
advertised workshops. I am not a college 
graduate, I did not attend a preachers 
school, and most churches I have worked 
for have been saturated with people who 
were more educated than I was, and 
often with members who knew more 
Bible than I knew. I have even had 
wonderful women who knew the Bible 
as well as I knew it, and I was not 
ashamed to profit by their knoweldge. I 
am not sure why I have been so fortu
nate, but what I have to say may be the 
key to it. 

Eleven times my wife and I packed up 
and moved to new location. Never did 
I move because I had too, and only twice 
did I actually apply for the place, and 
on those two occasions I did it at the 
recommendation of others. One place I 
accepted told me they had tried out 16 
men, and another told me they had 
eliminated 32, although they had not 
tried out that many. At neither of these 
places was I an applicant for the job. My 
name had been turned in by someone 
else. I am still wondering why I won out 
over others at these places, knowing that 
many of those who had been turned 
down were better known and better 
educated preachers than myself. 

I tried out at only one place I did 
not get, or cou\d not have had, and I 
woula not have accepted that place had 
it been offered me. The key to this might 
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be, I knew my limitations and the kind 
of people with whom I thought I could 
work the best, I refused to consider one 
place because I did not feel that I was 
suited to work with a large number of 
college students, though the pay would 
have been much more than I was making 
at the time. I moved often because I 
thought that the places which called me 
had a need for my talents, but I must 
frankly admit that I moved more often 
than I should. 

At present I am beyond retirement 
age, and still doing full-time work. 
Though I may take lesser responsibility 
soon, I never plan on retiring. Through 
the years I have always tried to be my
self. More young men have hurt their 
c~ances to be successful because they 

· tned to be someone else. There are not 
many Jimmy Aliens and Marvin Phillips 
and Ira Norths around. Some of my 
brethren are finding that out. 

Materials for lessons have been bor
rowed from many sources, but never 
without first making sure they were in 
harmony_ with God's word. My method 
of preaching has always been, on notes, 
look the audience in the eye, and tell it 
like it is. I have tried to speak with love, 
but with conviction, and never as if I 
were mad at the world. Everi' at lecture
ships I have refused to read manuscripts. 
If I do not know what I am talking about, 
I see no reason to tell it. When worth
while suggestions were offered me, I 
accepted them with gratitude. A know
it-all never really proves it. I am not 
suggesting that young men going into 
full-time work all preach without notes, 
but I am saying, if you rely too much on 
your notes, you may be relying ·too 
heavily on a crutch. 

My greatest help has been my wife. 
She does not teach the ladies class, does 
not speak for women gatherings, does 
not help me with my sermons, and does 
not seek the limelight. But her per
sonality and her loving concern for 
others have been well known by the 
people in every church with which we 
have labored. I consider her an ideal 
preacher's wife. Young men, don't marry 
1ust for love. It is good to marry for love, 
but if you intenC:I to be a successful 
gospel preacher you'd better make sure 
your wife will fit-into the work. My wife 
is my partner in labor. When a church 
·employed me, they actually employed 
both of us. She has often visited with 
me, and often made visits on her own. 
She has been my true helpmate. 

During the years I have preached 
many sermons more than once, but I 
never moved to a new place with the 
intention of completely relying on my 

. old sermons. If some of my already used 
sermons fitted the new work, well and 
good, but if new ones were needed, new 
ones were prepared. In El Paso, some 
good members heard me preach around 
1500 new sermons. Every lesson I have 
is filled with biblical references, and all 
scriptures are quoted, with rare excep
tions. The audience is given book, chap
ter, and verse, so they can take notes. 
My greatest problem has not been my 
lack of memory, but quoting too fast. I 
have always tal ked too fast, and when I 
quote, I go even faster. This has been a 
weakness with which I have worked, and 
suggest you give this consideration. If 
you know what God says in his book, 
and the audience knows you know, they 
will listen. 

I have always respected the elders. If 
they were good enough to hire me, they 
were good enough to work with and to 
respect. At every place I have worked I 
have set in on all elders' meetings, ex
cept those for very special purposes, 
where it was best I stay out. I would not 
accept a work where the elders would 
not let the preacher be in on their 
meetings. Why? The preacher is much 
like the quarterback on the football team, 
he has to handle the ball on every play. 
If he doesn't know what the play is, how 
will he know what to do with the ball? 
There have been times when I strongly 
disagreed with the elders, but I still re
spected them. One thing I never did was 
to run them down because they didn't 
agree with me. If anyone asked me about 
tne elders, I gave my frank and open 
opinion, but never for the purpose.of de
grading their high office. 

Young men, if you want to be success
ful, mal<e up your mind to work with 
your . elders. If you have doubts about 
an eldership, don't accept the work with 
them, or if you are already working with 
them. move rather than cause a prob
lem. The reputation as a troublemaker 
will follow you. The only time I have 
ever bucked the elders, was when I knew 
they were doing something unscriptural. 
Then I did it in love, face to face, and not 
behind their backs. 

Perhaps the key to my success, what
ever it has been, is that I have always 
tried to be a true part of the church 
where I labored. Their joys, their sor
rows, their problems, their victories were 
mine. Preaching has always been more 
than just a job to me. It was never my 
policy to wear out the already over
worked excuse for not getting very in
volved, 111'm just too l:iusy." I cringe 
when I hear my brethren use those 
words. I have never had a great deal of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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What Is The Gospel of Mark? 
STEPHEN E. BROYLES 

"The beginning of the gospel of jesus Christ, the Son of 
God." With these words Mark begins his book, introducing 
the book's chief figure, Jesus Christ, and characterizing its 
contents as 11gospel." What Is the meaning of this word 
"gospel'~ both to Mark and to his readers? And what is the 
content of that which Mark terms "gospel"? Light upon these 
questions comes from three sources in addition to the Gospel 
of Mark itself: imperial propaganda, the Old Testament, and 
early Christian preaching. 

The gosp,el of Augustus. In t~e north hall of the market
place of Priene (some 20 miles south of Ephesus) there was 
discovered a calendar inscription consisting of 84 li11es of 
Greek text, dating about 9 B.C. Lines 40-41 of this inscription 
contain this sentence referring to the birthday of the emperor 
Augustus:· "The birthday of the god was for ~he world the 
beginning of the gospel proclaimed because of him." 

This inscription is for our purposes the most important 
occurrence of the word "gospel" in pre-Christian pagan litera
ture. The emporer Augustus wished to be known throughout 
the emprre as the one who had brought peace through victory 
and security through loyalty and restored traditional Roman 
piety. To the provinces the emperor was "savior of the world," 
high priest, god, and benefactor of all good things. The em
peror was therefore the cause of the gospel which went out 
Into the world when he was born, when he came of age, and 
when he ascended the throne. Humanity had been longing 
for peace, security, and the blessings of the gods. "Then sud
denly there rings out the news that the savior is born, that 
he has mounted the throne, that a new era dawns for the 
whole world. This gospel is celebrated with offerings and 
yearly festivals. All cherished hopes are exceeded. The world 
has taken on a new appearance" (friedrich in TDNT 2:725). 

The birth of Augustus was the beginning of the gospel for 
the world. So said the official Roman line. And that gospel 
was a proclamation of victory, salvation, beneficence, and 
peace. Thus would the Gentile readers of Mark's Gospel 
understand "gospel." 

The good news of peace. Mark's own understanding owes 
more to the Hebrew heritage, especially the prophet Isaiah. 
In this prophet we encounter several times the Hebrew equiv
alent of the one who proclaims gospel. He is called the 
"messenger." In 52:7-10 Isaiah depicts the watchmen who 
anxiously await news of the decisive stroke of Yahweh. When 
the bearer of good tidings appears they break out in song, 
for what is said of such a messenger Is true: "How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger bringing 
good tidings, who proclaims peace, brings good tidings, pro
claims salvation, who says to Zion, 'Your God is king!' " 

Mark, too, drawing from Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3 and 
placing the two together, makes way for .such a messenger: 
"Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way. The voice of one crying in the desert, 'Pre
pare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight!' " (1 :2, 3). 

Whereas the Roman gospel looked backward to the coming 
of the emperor, the Christian gospel looked forward to the 
coming of the Lord. Mark's messenger of glad tidings pro
claims the beginning of peace, good news, and salvation to 
be brought by one who is to come. 
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Mark's gospel. Mark writes some years after the ministry 
of jesus, so we must try to read his Gospel .in the historical 
perspective from which he writes. Since it is perhaps 30 
years since the ministry of Jesus, the gospel has been pro
~laimed already for that long. In his opening words, therefore, 
Mark is saying, "This gospel which we proclaim had its begin
ning in events of a generation ago, and those events were the 
beginning of the gospel which we now proclaim." In other 
words, the gospel is something shared by Mark with the 
Christian community at large. 

Now the contents of the early Christian gospel can be 
found not only in Mark but in other parts of the New Testa
ment as well, especially the speeches of Peter on Pentecost 
and at Cornelius's house (Acts 2; 10), and the passages in 
Paul where he is indebted to received tradition (1 Cor. 11 :23-
26; 15:3-7; Rom. 1:2, 3); 4:25; 10:8, 9; 1 Thess. 1 :10; Phil. 
2:6-11). The main points have been summarized by A. M. 
Hunter (Introducing New Testament Theology, p. 66): (1) The 
prophecies are fulfilled and the new age has dawned. (2) The 
Messiah, born of David's seed, has appeared. (3) He is jesus 
of Nazareth, God's Servant, who went about doing good and 
healing by God's power, was crucified according to God's 
purpose, was raised from the dead on the third day, is now 
exalted to God's right hand, and will come again in glory 
for judgment. (4) Therefore let all repent and believe and be 
baptized for the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

If this is the gospel of the early church, and if the gospel 
Is the substance of Mark's words, then we must describe his 
gospel accordingly: the proclamation of momentous tidings 
for the world, presented in narrative form, shaped not in a 
vacuum but according to the needs of the early Christian 
community and the purpose Mark had in mind, telling of 
jesus who in the presence of his disciples performed works of 
power, battled the forces of evil and won, took upon himself 
the baptism of the cross, was raised to the right hand of God, 
and even now summons men to discipleship. 

Several conclusions follow: 

1. The book of Mark is gospel only when viewed as a 
whole. That is, the book has an intentional shape and struc
ture determined by Mark's desire to present the Christian 
gospel. Insofar as we only read the book in snippets dis
sociated from the whole or mixed in harmonistic fashion with 
the other Gospels, we have missed Mark's true nature and 
lnterit. It must be read and grasped as an architectonic whole. 

2. jesus Christ came not so much to preach a gospel as 
that a gospel might be preached. Once we have left Mark's 
prologue (1 :1-15), the word "gospel" occurs only in con
texts where it is expected or commanded that the gospel be 
preached. It is expected that men will leave houses, kin, and 
lands and even lose their lives for Jesus' sake and the gospel's 
(8:35; 10:29). Before the end "the gospel must first be 
preached to all nations" (13:10). The deed of the woman 
with the alabaster flask of nard will be told "wherever the 
gospel is preached in the whole world" (14:9). Before the 
ascension jesus gave the mandate, "Preach the gospel to the 
whole creation" (16.16). Therefore it is presupposed that 
those whose lives are changed through the gospel will them
selves proclaim its news of victory, peace, and salvation. Until 
Mark leads us to mission, it has not been rightly read. 
International Bible College, Florence, AL 35630 
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The New Testament Church (15) 
JERRY HARVILL 

It has been pointed out in this series that our nature as the 
people of God requires that we: (1) project a clear, Christ· 
defined self-Image; (2) wholeheartedly pursue qualitative 
values; and that (3) evangelism be our central concern. It 
has been argued that what was primary and central for Jesus 
must be primary and central for us (see: I Tim. 1 :15; cf. Luke 
19:10). He Is our way Uohn 14:4·6). 

Key Passage 

In the last issue I drew attention to the crucial, but ne
glec-ted, Scripture, 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, where Paul sum
marizes his concept of evangelism and stamps it of one piece 
with that of other early church leaders (15:11). Because of the 
central importance of evangelism and because of the virility 
of popular distortions, special attention must be given to a 
biblical definition of an evangelistic church. Just what does 
It mean to "be evangelistic"? 

Paul wrote, "For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was burled, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, and that he ap
peared ••. " (1 Cor. 15:3 .. 5). 

God's Evangelistic Church 

In this important Corinthian passage is a five-cornered 
definition of the "evangel" (== gospel), and a valuable indirect 
profile of an evangel-istic church. Here is a biblical outline 
we must mark, learn, and follow. 

(1) "Good News" Church 

By definition an evang~l-istic church Is good news .. 
centered. Evangelism is not defined biblically In terms of: (a) 
recipients, (b) results, or (c) methods. Each of these figures 
looms large in contemporary thinking. However, they are 
clearly man-centered, alerting u& immediately we are on the 
wrong track and must put our focus back where It belongs, 
viz., on God whose saving acts we proclaim. Evangel .. Jlim has 
to do primarily with spreading news, and what makes the 
news good Is precisely Its divine focus. Shift that focus and 
you have a form of religion while denying the power thereof. 
News of God, not of man, is the substance of the gospel. 

Furthermore, we must be GOOD-news people. Scripture 
says, "Fret not yourself because of the wicked, be not envious 
of wrongdoers ••• Trust In the Lord, and do good ... " (Psa. 
37:1-3; d. vs. 7, 8). Thera Is a time for rebuking (e.g., 2 Tim. 
4:2), but God's church should be more zealous to proclaim 
and to practice good than to publish censure. A reputation 
for fault-finding and bad-mouthing reflect!i specialization in 
the wrong kind of "news." 

(2) God-Facts Church 

More specifically the "good news" which tomorrow's 
church must specialize in consists of historical events in the 

life of Christ. That Jesus died •.. that he was buried .. . that 
he arose . • . and that he appeared to witness was the sub
stance of Paul's gospel. Here the focus is on God and what he 
has done in Christ, It follows, therefore, that the authentic 
evangel-Istic church specializes neither in the gospel of church 
growth, nor in the gospel of restorationism, nor even in the 
gospel of immersion, but in the facts of God's sin-offering for 
men. Unless we are proclaiming those facts we are not 
evangel-izing in the biblical sense. 

To put it simply, what the church needs is not a better 
system or slicker program, but to know God; not more 
gatherings, but more conviction of sin and of grace. P. T. 
Forsythe once lamented that "sermons are killing the church!" 
he was right. When sermons do not consciously deal with the 
eternal, they trivialize reality and jeopardize men. To recover 
in our generation the contemporary loss of the sacred-that 
is our objective if we are to survive. And that is done by 
centering down on God, and him alone. Therefore, the truly 
evangel-istic church is recognizable by the incurable God
addiction visible in all they do. 

(3) Historic Church 

Paul gives the important sequence, ''I received (parelabon, 
v. 3) • • • I delivered (paredoka, v. 3) • • • you received 
(parelabete, v. 1)." This is technical vocabulary for teaching 
which is historic, i.e., teaching which is continuous with the 
original (d. 1 Cor. 11 :2; 2 Thess. 2;1S; 3:6; 2 Tim. 1 :13). In 
the ultimate sense it reminds ys that the evangel hi not the 
child of the church, but Is that which (iod has given to man .. 
kind. It is a mes~age received and falthfvlly passed on. How .. 
ever, what we faithfully pass on is not the need to faithfully 
pass it on, as if we could make a gospel out of our need to 
stick to the gospE}lt Thhi liUbtle shift is as real a substitute for 
the Go3pel as any other, Nothing short of proclaiming the 
saving actfi of God In Christ is true evangel-ism. 

It needs to be added that our hi$tOric heritage is equally 
concerned with root~ and wings. The fact is, at the heart qf 
our worship is a weekly reminder that our Lord wants us not 
only to look back to a decisive past, but also to look forward 
to a decisive future (", .. until he comes," 1 Cor. 11 :26). In 
our ardent quest for restorationism we often forget that, ap
pearing to care only about yesterday. But the fact is the church 
in the Bible was not retrogressive, burying itself in the good 
old days. It was forwardlooking, eager, and expectant. Those 
early Christians may have wanted to turn their clocks forward, 
but never backward. They eagerly awaited the future; they did 
not pine for the past. We do them no honor when we fixate 
on an historical era and fossilize. The truth is, in the New 
Testament church roots and wings go together, and those 
who take seriously the biblical heritage will value both yes
terday and tomorrow, claiming both as the property of Lord 
Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega. (To Be Continued) 
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Issues Oriented 
Whenever someone says that he 

would p,refer to be "evangelism
oriented, ' or "people oriented," rather 
than 11 issues-oriented," some may mis
understan'd what he is actually saying. 
Those who misunderstand him may be
lieve that he is playing "ostrich" with 
his head in the sand. They might assume 
that he would tell someone flow to be
come a Christian, but then refuse to 
"teach them to observe all things what
soever I have commanded you." The 
person with the misunderstandin~ in this 
case probably tends to be an · "issues
oriented" individual. Although he may 
be sincere in his objections, his per
spective is somewhat unclear. 

When .we speak of a person being 
11job-orlented," we not mean that he 
spends 24 hours a day on his job. Rather, 
we mean that his job is more important 
to him than anythmg else. He may have 
a family and spend more time at home. 
He may have a hobby and spend some 
time pursuing it. But that which truly 
motivates him is his job. 

A person who is "entertainment
oriented" may work on a job for twelve 
hours a day. He may have a large family. 
He may discharge varied responsibilities. 
However, his heart is captured by the 
particular entertainment form that he is 
currently practicing. His mind is never 
far from his pursuit of fun, no matter 
what else he may be doing. That which 
"rings his bell" is entertainment. 

Likewise, ari "evangelism-oriented" 
person has his greatest motivation in the 
area of seeking and saving the lost, and 
strivlnlJ to present every man complete 
fn Chnst. He deals with issues, whether 
controversial or not, In the process of 
winning and maturing souls. He has no 
question that abiding in the doctrine of 
Christ is completely necessary to one's 
salvation. He believes that all Scripture 
is inspired and will provide a man with 
everything needed to please God. That 
conviction, in fact, is the very reason 
that he is "evangelism-oriented!" 

On the other hand, an "issues
oriented" person has the latest brother
hood issues filling his mind. He may well 
baptize a few people along the way, and 
will certainly teach and preach on bibli
cal subjects other than "current issues.11 

However, his mind is concerned more 
with controversy than with getting into 
the lives of people on an individual 
basis. And his fruit will bear this fact out 
dearly. Count up the conversions at his 
home congregation and the point will be 
demonstrated exceedingly well. 

Being over-balanced on issues will rob 
Christians of their joy and peace. They 
will eventually become cynical and 
suspicious. Every "issue" becomes a mat
ter of heaven and hell. Everything is black 
and white--nothing is gray. Paul may 
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have allowed different conclusions in 
some areas (Rom. 14) but the "issues
oriented" person will often not, especial
ly if the area under consideration is a 
current issue. Good brethren may have 
once been able to maintain unity even 
with marked differences in some areas, 
but no longer. It is a life and death, 
heaven or tiell issue with no place for 
disagreement. 

The obvious problem with all of this 
is that others must agree with the "is
sues-oriented" person or be labeled 
"unsound." He feels totally compelled 
to convert you to his position, to con
tend with you for his interpretation of 
the faith. The "pill" is a rather bitter one 
for thinking people to swallow. Frankly, 
the. "issues-oriented" person usually 
overstates his case to the extent that 

those who are still considering the "is
sue" will turn him off for obvious rea
sons. It is clearly a case of "overkill." 

I may well be in error on some facet 
of a given issue, but I do not intend to 
let brotherhood issues and politics get 
me off the track of carrying out the 
Great Commission. Those commands 
therein are the soldier's marching or
ders, and all issues must be kept in 
proper perspective by keeping our mis
sion firmly in mind and heart. This does 
not mean that I am unconcerned with 
11 issues," not that I am closed to con
sidering another side of a question, nor 
that I have quit studying. 

It most definitely does mean, however, 
that the one thing which "lights up my 
life" more than anything else in serving 
God is to follow my Jesus in being a 
relentless pursuer of souls. If that is a 
case of not thinking clearly, then per
haps God will have mercy on me and 
poke me down the "fool's hole"! 

S(riptural Baptism DAVID BOSWELL 

Anybody who knows anything at all 
about the churches of Christ knows how 
strongly we emphasize the act of bap
tism. (One man who wrote a critical sum
mary of the church, said that the whole 
church of Christ structure stands or falls 
on Acts 2:38.) We have even been ac
cused of teaching and preaching water 
regeneration. Beloved, we may be able 
to laugh this off, but we need to ask 
ourselves where did they get this idea? 
Baptism dearly has a part in God's 
scheme of redemption. Christ was bap
tized, the apostles were baptized and 
they all taught baptism. But it is equally· 
clear that they taught Christ as every~ 
thing. It is Christ who makes men· free 
from sin, it is Christ who reconciles man 
to God. How does baptism relate to the 
atoning work of Christ? What place 
should we give baptism in our preaching 
and teaching? To answer these ques
tions, let's first look at what the Bible 
does not teach concerning baptism. 

The Bible nowhere tea-ches · baptism 
washes sins away. If the mere application 
of water in baptism washes sins away, 
we don't need Christ. There is nothing 
magical in the water of baptism. Faith in 
Christ is what makes baptism valid. The 
blood of Christ is what washes sins away. 
By my faith in the resurrected Christ, 
I'm baptized into his body. 

The Bible nowhere teaches that we are 
to trust in the act of baptism to save us. 
For our salvation, our complete trust 
must be in the grace of God. If we are 
trusting in anything else, then we're lost 
because only by trusting in the work of 
Christ at Calvary can we be saved. If 
we aren't trusting in Christ, then we're 
trusting in our good works. But the New 
Testament is clear that works, no mat
ter how many or how good they are, 
can never save us. Sometimes I wonder 

how many brethren are trusting in their 
baptism to save them even more than 
they're trusting God's grace. The dif
ferent gospel in Galatians 1:6-9 is trust
ing in anything else for salvation other 
than God's grace and Christ's blood. 
This would have to include baptism if 
you're trusting in the baptismal act more 
than you're trusting in God's grace. 
What's being shared here is not the 
question of the necessity of baptism, 
but rather what are you trusting in for 
your salvation? 

Baptism, as the New Testament re
veals, is a part of a total response on the 
part of man to God. There can be no 
mistake; salvation from sin from start to 
finish is by the grace of God. By our 
responding in faith to the gospel mes
sage, God saves us. We respond, but at 
the same time realizing it is God who 
saves us. To emphasize our response in
cluding baptism over God's grace is in
deed a great injustice to God. 

A perfect balance parallel to what has 
been discussed here, is found in 1 Peter 
3:20b, 21. In this passage, Peter is dis
cussing the flood of Noah and how it 
relates to our baptism. If we were to 
ask Noah who or what saved you from 
the flood, what do you think his answer 
would be? Most likely, Noah would say 
that God saved hir:n by means of the 
water. But the source of Noah's salva
tion or deliverance from the flood was 
God. God told Noah what he was going 
to do, and he also told Noah what he 
must do. By faith, Noah built an ark 
exactly as God had told him. True faith, 
as in the case of Noah, will always lead 
to obedience. If faith is non-active, then 
it is a dead faith (James 2:14). By obey
ing God through faith, Noah was saved, 
" . through water." In like manner, 
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Why Are Preachers Such Strange Creatures? 

Several years ago I ran across a book 
with the intriguing title The Strangeness 
of the Church. Someday I hope someone 
will write one entitled The Strangeness 
of Preachers. I happen, by the way, to be 
of that particular vocation. Before you 
run to fetch your psychology book to 
figure out what masochistic tendency 
would make a "man of the cloth" delve 
into such a perverse topic, Jet me make 
a couple of things clear. For the first 
34 years of my life I was not a preacher 
(at least of the fulltime variety). Also I 
came to this profession by way of the 
college classroom and if there is any 
other calling in the whole world viewed 
as stranger than preaching it must be 
college teaching. 

For the last 7112 years, however, my 
title has been preacher. And Jet me as
sure you most people think it's a strange 
career. As I heard a brother say recently, 
"When I sit down beside someone on a 
plane, when asked what I do, if I'm in 
the mood for a lively conversation I tell 
them I'm a psychologist. If I want com
plete silence for reading or thought, I 
tell them I'm a preacher." I've haC:I the 
very same response (about the preacher 
part), be it coaching little league or at
tending PTA meetings. Recently while 
being questioned in the jury selection 
phase of a criminal court trial I had the 
same impression, namely the strong sen
sation that both the defense attorney and 
the prosecuting attorney wouJd exercise 
one of their options to keep a preacher 
off the jury. Sure enough! 

let me be quick to add that not all 
preachers seem strange. In fact the per
sonality cult among pulpit minister selec
tion committees has never been stronger 
than right now. If one just happens tobe 
6 feet tall, weigh 180, be between the 
ages of 35 and 36, look like Mr. America, 
have the positive motivational ability of 
Zig Zigler and the gift of gab of Johnny 
Carson, the sky's the limit. In fact some 
of the great preachers of the Bible
straight-talking Amos, moody jeremiah, 
or John the Baptist in his camel's hair 
suit-would have as much chance of get
ting into some of our pulpits as Me
nachem Begin being invited to read the 
Koran in a Mecca mosque. 

The fact remains, though, that a lot of 
us preachers appear in the eyes of many 
to be strange creatures. Why? My thesis 
\s that the work of the preacher by its 
very nature makes him appear strange. 
This is so because of the unique "bur-

JAMES E. HOWARD 

dens" which characterize one's ministry. 
let me list a few: 

Holiness of Life. As Rudolf Otto dem
onstrated in his class work The Idea of 
the Holy, the biblical concept of holiness 
does not primarily mean moral purity. 
While that concept is certainly included, 
the basic meaning is "otherness." God is 
holy because by nature he is above man, 
beyond man and different from man. Be
cause being holy means being "dif
ferent" or ''other," holiness makes peo
ple uncomfortable. A classic example is 
jesus' healing of the Gadarene de
maniacs in Matthew 8. In verse 34 why 
are the people of the region so anxious 
for Jesus to leave their neighborhood 
that they beg him? They should have re
joiced. They were anxious because, like 
Moses at the burning bush and Isaiah in 
the temple vision, they were afraid, 
standing in the presence of the Holy. As 
preachers of the gospel when we be
come "just one of the boys" to the ex
tent that people feel as comfortable 
telling off-color jokes or taking the 
Lord's name in vain around us as they 
do elsewhere, we are in trouble. Grant
ed, all Christians should reflect the holi
ness of God in Christ. Still you and I 
should exemplify that holiness in our 
personal lives in word and deed. It is not 
an insult but an honor to appear strange 
because some people feel uncomfortable 
around us. 

The Nature of the Task of Ministry. 
Earlier I mentioned moody jeremiah. 
Actually I'm not being fair to the great 
prophet thus to describe him. There's 
more to the story. If you and I had been 
threatened with death (Jer. 26:8), put 
down in a cistern and left to die (38:6), 
been denied the privilege of marriage 
(16:1), and been denied the emotional 
release of both mourning and feasting 
(16:8), wouldn't we appear to be a little 
moody? The point is that the burden of 
proclaiming God's word made Jeremiah 
the man that he was. The prophet de
scribes the emotional agony of preaching 
a message primarily of condemnation 
and destructron as "a burning fire shut 
up in my bones" (Jer. 20:9). If we are 
preaching God's word and not some 
counterfeit word, the radical and power
ful nature of that word of condemnation 
and salvation is going to get to us. If we 
fail to be vulnerable to that message, as 
was Jeremiah, we must question whether 
we are really allowing ourselves to be 
~rasped by the word. If we are doing our 
JOQ we may well appear a little strange. 

One other parallel between Jere
miah's preaching and our's should be no
ticed. As was the case with many of the 
Old Testament prophets, Jeremrah saw 
very little visible response to his preach
ing. If we happen to be baptrzing a 
hundred or so a year or if our congre~a
tion happens to be in a populatron 
growth area, we may have a hard time 
identifying with the prophet. On the 
other hand if· we labor long and hard 
with few visible results, that can get 
pretty discouraging. Most jobs offer 
more tangible results and rewards than 
does preaching. That burden may make 
the preacher appear a little stran~e but 
again it's the nature of the callrng, it 
goes with the turf. 

Unrealistic Expectations. Ironically 
sometimes we as preachers appear 
strange because we are just like other 
men. The myth still abounds that preach
ers are somehow superhuman. The truth 
is that most of us are like Elijah-our 
mountain-peak experiences are followed 
by valleys of depression. Two examples 
may help. First, we preachers are not 
exempt from the mid-life crisis. I per
sonallr can think of several outstanding 
gospe preachers whose work has be
come temporarily or permanently in
effective because of thrs problem. For
tunately resources of help are available. 
Two excellent books are Jim Conway, 
Men in Mid-Life Crisis and lowell 
Worthington, Forty-Five and Satisfied. 

Secondly, we preachers tend to go 
through what for lack of a better term 
I call "dry spells." Spiritually we don't 
feel close to the Lord, socially we be
come tired of people (a serious malady 
for a preacher) and sermon ideas just 
don't seem to come. The truth is that 
"dry spells" come to people of every 
profession. I would suggest that con
tinual introspection will only make the 
problem worse. It will be solved only 
by a renewed awareness of the presence 
of the Lord. I might add that I have 
found the quality of sermons to be di
rectly proportional to the quantity and 
intensity of prayer. 

Yes, we preachers may seem a strange 
Jot. But that's okay. Michael Weed has 
made the profound observation that the 
Christian is not called to be successful 
but to be faithful. May I change that to 
state, the preacher is not called to fit the 
idealized expectations of either the 
church or the world but he is called to 
be faithful to the God who has called 
him. 
11107 Silkwood, Houston, TX 77031 
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ARE "WE" THE TRUE CHURCH? 
(Continued from page 3) 

of many sorts, and mixed groups? Do we 
have any real "feel" for the earliest 
Christians (who were not even called that 
yet) with their O ld Testament Scriptures, 
synagogue-style organization and activi
ties, and Messianic devotion? Do we 
really g rasp the impact of spiritual gifts 
and divine workings in the first-century 
church? What would the book of Acts 
be li ke if a ll that were removed? Do we 
actually preach three dispensations but 
make a fourth by the popular rationale 
on this subject? Is this consistent with a 
"restoration" plea-to say we must be 
the same as something which we claim 
is qualitatively different? Which of the 
first-century churches had "arrived"? 
Which is our suitab le model? 

5. Think about our real basis of ac
ceptance with God. Here is the most im
portant question o f all. What, at the 
deepest personal level, is the basis of 
your hope for forgiveness, acceptance 
with God now, and approval by him at 
the day of judgment? Scripture warns 
against false securities, such as our 
works, our identity with a historical 
group, our baptism or spiritual food and 
drink. The Bible also points us to the 
only solid hope: trust in the Lo rd jesus 
Christ himself who, alone and by his 
own merits, has done all that is needed 
to make us acceptable with God (John 
3:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:13-17; Titus 3:3-9) . 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
Box 21806, Houston, TX 77218 

AU,.,... C!..;.,;, Undergraduate 

Schoof of f<eh5Jion & Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S .. M.A., M.Th. 
Full SchOIItlhiQJ AVIIIIOit For Full r,m. S ludeniJ on M1Jn C1mpu1 

01 Approvo<J. 0 11 Campu~ PtoQrlms A va1/101• 

Clll Collect for Or. Rex A. Tumer. Jr. 
(205) 2n-3s1o 

6020 Allonto Hlghwoy, Monlgomory. AL 31117 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Sin~le $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 5 8-1982 588-1983 588-1984 
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SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM 
(Continued from page 8) 

Peter te lls us that baptism saves us. Just 
as Noah responded to God in faith 
(obedience), we respond to Christ in 
faith (obed ie nce), and we're baptized. 
But baptism saved us no more or no less 
than the water of the flood saved Noah. 

What is scriptural baptism? Baptism is 
a faith-response to Jesus Christ. As it has 
been said, "Baptism is not something 
added to faith; it is faith." Apart from 
Jesus, baptism has no meaning or va
lid ity. Baptism is not our :;aviour; Christ 
is . Baptism doesn' t save; Christ does! He 

saves us by faith, and to make baptism 
any more or any less than a faith
response to Christ, is to teach · and 
preach baptism incorrectly. 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, CA 
95608 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/ 448-3557. 

~~---·~.._..._..._..._.._.._ • .._..._..._..._.,__._ • .._..._..._..._.._...._._.._..._._.._...~------J 

\ 20 Years of Continued Success in BuildinCJ ~ 
~ Economical, EnerCJy Efficient ~ 
~ Church Facilities ~ 

~ CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. ~ 
\ 2Ull Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 ~ 
\ Over 300 Stock Plan.~ Ready to Meet Your Need• ~ 

L------~.-.--.-.--.-.~.-..-:~~~~~~.._. __ .._..._.~------.-.-----J 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school, Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en· 

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send your name and 

address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 

Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding University, Bo>< 839, Searcy, Ark. 72143 
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A VETERAN WITH FEW COMPLAINTS 
(Continued from page 5) 

sympathy for preachers who sit in their 
offices all day, five or six days a week, 
and then wondered why the people 
didn't feel close to them. 

Yes, one should be ready when he gets 
in the pulpit, but I just don't believe it 
takes forty hours a week to prepare les
sons. For years I have preached two ser
mons, anCI taught two to four classes, 
at church, but flave never spent all day 
in the office. I have never had one cer
tain day a week off either. I go fishing 
when I want to, golfing when 1 want to, 
huntin~ when I want to, or enjoy other 
recreation when I want to, but I never 
do these things when there is a special 
need for ine for some thing that has to 
be done. I have heard a few preachers 
preach who claimed to take so many 
hours to prepare their lessons, anCI 
frankly I felt that their lessons failed to 
show it.· Sometimes there are special les
sons that do require more time, but not 
all fall into that category~ Young men, 
plan on having some time to enjoy some 
kind of recreation. If not you will grow 
old, and wear out long before your time. 
6059 Azle Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76135 

REDEEMING TIME FOR CHINA 
At this time, Hong Kong is the most 

strategic place from which to preach 
Christ to Mainland China. This door, 
however, will possibly be closed in 14 
more years. In 1977 the British lease will 
expire and Communist China will take 
over. 

It is vital for us to strengthen the 
Christians in Hong Kong in order that 
they may continue to preach Christ, as 
best they can, in China. Our J?roposal is 
to help. by developing, translating and 
printing Bible study books into the Chi
nese language. We propose to do the 
following: 

Develop and print Bible study related 
materials to strengthen Christians in 
Hong Kong, China and other Chinese 
reading Communities. 

Work with the congregations in the 
Hong Kong area to develop strong Chris
tians to assist in this important work. 

Develop contacts inside China for the 
distribution of Bibles and Bible related 
materials. 

The coordinator of this program will 

LET YOUR LIGHT 
SO SHINE 

Our children are in need of a christian 
couple who can, through their love 
and experience, teach them God, love 
and Responsibility. 

Salary, house, utilities, food, Health 
Insurance, retirement, and children 
furnished. 

Contact 
SUNNY GLEN CHILDRENS HOME 

P.O. Box 1373 
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San Benito, Tx 78586 
Phone: 512-399-5356 

512-399-5585 

be Bob Frazier, who has spent the last 
three years in Hong Kong and before 
that, eleven years in Taiwan. He speaks 
the Mandarin language, which is the of
ficial language of China. He is presently 
completing his studies at the Yale in 
China Language Study Program in Hong 
Kong. · 

The program will be used under the 
oversight of the elders of the Mountain 
View church in Dallas, Texas. All monies 
contributed to this literature program will 
be used for developing, translating and 
printing Bible related materials into the 
Chinese language. The total cost of rais
ing money for this project will be paid 
for by the Mountain View church. 

For more information contact the 

Mountain View Church of Christ, Box 
2106227, Dallas, TV 75211. 

---a-
Robert Cannon, 1410 S. 11th, Leesville, 

LA 41446: The congregation in Leesville 
has recently employed Arthur C. Black
well as minister. Brother Blackwell for
merly worked for a congregation in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 501/2687351 

THE 
PREACHER'S 

PERIODICAL 
Resources for Evangelism and Edification 

features as ~his year's theme. •. 

Effective Expository Preaching for Today 
Each month, THEPREACHER'SPERIODICALgives A 'Must' For 

you 40 pages of e:.cpository sermon ideas and illustrations.. Ev~1 M,jllfJ,j oter 
at least 10 full length expository sermons per issue plus .... ~ "'"(10 
many outlines and other hE!lps. of the Word! 

The.(!,ontributors are seasoned preachers who have mas- r----
tered the expository method: W.T. Hamilton, Charles B. I 0 Send sample 
Hodge, Jr., David Roper, Avon Malone, Jim Bill Mclnteer, 1 $4.00 
and many others. I [J Start my year's 

These file-sized pages (8 1/2:' x 11'') will soon become... I su~ription for 

A Reservoir of Expository Sennon 1 $ 24.95 
____ Id~S~.!!_d Wus~~~----j ($29~!:~~eign) 

Send to: Name ______________________________ __ 
Addrem ______________________________ ___ 
City ___ ~State_ Zipy. _________ _ 

Editor, 1091ndlan Trail, Searcy, AR 72143 
THB PRUCHI!R'S PIIRIODICAL is an ideal 
gift for the gospel preacher, youth minUter, elder, 
deacon, college or graduate Bible student. 

Looking For Evangelists To Train Two Years In.· 

Sunset Department of Chinese Studies 
3723 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. (806) 792-5191 

• Study at Sunset & during summers in Taiwan or China (two year cur· 
riculum). 

• Worship with Lubbock's Chinese church. Reach out to over 200 Chinese 
college students at Texas Tech. University. · 

• Train to teach Oriental populaces in: Vancouver (80,000 Chinese); New 
York City (120,000); San Francisco '(112,000); Houston (50,000); Los 
Angeles (78,000); Taiwan (18 mil.); Western College; Toronto (80,000). 

• Three yearly campaigns to U.S., Canada, & Asia. Chinese Mandarin taught. 
Tuition free. 
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ZEBEDEE TANDI VISITS THE 
UNITED STATES 

The African brother who now heads 
Nhowe Mission was able to visit the 
United States for the first time in late 
April. He was hosted by the Strathmoor 
church, Detroit, Michigan which cur
rently supports him. He f:ame to thank 
the churches of Christ in the United 
States for the help which they have 
given in preaching the gospel in Zim-
5abwe (Southern Rhodesia) over the past 
many years. There are no white mis
sionaries in Nhowe Mission and the 
school and farm are under the guidance 
of native Christians. The school is ex
periencing the greatest success it has 
ever known. 

Tandi's daughter received a promo
tion after wor!Cing for the Zimbabwean 
Airlines in the form of a pass for herself 
and a guest to wherever she wanted to 
travel. Being single, she consulted her 
father, who said he would like to go 
to the United States. He called an emer
gency meeting of the board of direc
tors of the Mission, announced his pro
posed departure and sought advice as 
to what to say to American Christians. 
Most noticeable in the document is the 
great praise for the help given to that 
country by the missionaries who have 
endeared themselves to thousands of 
pupils over the years. 

The first preaching by our brethren 
occurred in Southern Rhodesia, now 
Zimbabwe, when John Sheriff came to 
Africa from Australia. It was in 1940 that 
William Brown established the first 
school operated by the churches of 
Christ, at the request of the Africans who 
wanted a Christian education for their 
children. As the first location was re
mote, a second site was permitted by 
the government and thus Nhowe Mis
sion began. 

Presently over 900 pupils are being 
educated K-12. The board seeks quali
fied and certified teachers who are 
members of the church of Christ but if 
these cannot be found, others are 
brought in to maintain a quality educa
tional program. 

The Strathmoor church is setting up a 
special account and soliciting financial 
support for these needs of the Mission. 
If any wish to help or to be on the 
mailing list, please respond to the church 
at 14500 Greenfield, Detroit, Ml 48227. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 . 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 AliStfn, Texas '18'16'1 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

ON 

''GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE'' 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and working of God's purpose through the ages. 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

• STRENGTHEN FAITH 
• BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENE~S OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

''MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found ... very capable in a study of this type." 

-George Bailey 

"MIKE is a one-of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him ... go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P.O. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
11512-423-3353 
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BOOKS !Jn Review 
When sending a book for review in these 

columns, please be sure to jnclude the price. 

LIBERATING THE CHURCH. Howard 
Snyder. IVP. 288 pp. $6.95 
A rather unique and unusual look at 

the church as God's provision for the 
liberation of men and women. The un
denominational nature of the Christian 
rel igion sets us free to be our best selves 
under God's direction. You won' t agree 
with all of it, but there is some excellent 
study material here. 

THE' PAPERBACK MARKET 

HANDBOOK FOR BIBLICAL STUDIES. 
Nicholas Turner. Westminster. 144 
pp. $6.95 
A key to the meaning of techn ical 

terms and jargon peculiar to Bib le stu
dies. It defines foreign words left un
translated, and identi fies many persons, 
ancient and modern, who are often left 
unidentified. A guide to biblical words 
and phrases. 

FORTY-FIVE AND SATISFIED. Lowell 
Worth ington, Quality. 214 pp. S5.50 
A man at mid-li fe reviews the past, 

looks at the present and projects the 
future for men. It is a book abou t over
coming troubles and dealing w ith prob
lems, written by a Christian from the 
Christian perspective. Psycho logical re
search gives it a practicabi l ity and under
standing that helps all the members of 
the famil y to live with and appreciate 
the problems of the man of the house 
when he hits mid-life crisis. 

Attention Small Churches 
FREE TAPES 

If you know of a congregation 
that is unable to have a full 
ti me minister and would bene
fit from taped copies of Gos
pel sermons 1 please write to 
Tape Ministry 1 Church of 
Christ, 824 W. Pipe line Rd., 
Hurst , Texas 76053. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hond regularly o supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sma ll carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge corton----<~11 carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinite ly. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand o good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Aus tin, T exas 78767 
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W ITHIN THE HALLS OF PILATE. David 
Lusk. Quality. 132 pp. $4.50 
One of the most unique and original 

books to come to our attention . Dealing 
wi th nine powerful questions asked, or 
statements made, during the tria l of 
jesus. "Are you the King of the jews?" 
"What is tru th?". "What shall I do wi th 
jesus?". and "Beho ld the Man". "I Am 
Innocent," and other questions and 
statements make this treatment a pow
erfu l little book. 

All books r eviewed hero mB)' be purchased f rom 
the Firm Foundation Publ ishin~ H ouse. Please ndd 
$1.00 Cor poslnge nnd hnndlinll on orders of SIO.OO 
or less; 10o/c on orders over $ IO.uo. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits- Write or call for more informa· 
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307. Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM ! 

rne AMEN M•n•stry workS w•ln rauhlut congreQahons of 1ne 
cnurches ol Cnhsl wf\ose memb-ers on mtlilary •nSiaH•r•on~ 
WOfldw\de are wa•llng to tltlp your loved ones - as lrlef hi'W'O 
netped wtth the ao•r•tuar ano onys•ut needs of 1nousancs ot 
Others duttng tnc pa$1 ''"'e years Tnis scrv•ce Is h·eel 

Send name. complete adoren. gnono and mtlltary •nsrauat•on, 
and sounuat cond•t•on, •I known along wlln your na me and ld 
Qresa 10 

(( 

AMEN 

~~.. 
WHITE·s FERRY ROAD 

-./& .• CfiURCH OF CHRIST 
ao .. 2000 

Wut Monroe. LO\I•s•ana 71291 

Amuica.o Military Evang~lizing Nations 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.31, 1983 
Dec. 27, 1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Ha rding Graduate School of Reli.;:ion 
1000 Cherry Rd .. Memphis. Tenn . 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are l istings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree·granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistica l summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations ::-: alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as fore ign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who t ravel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas residents add So/o sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
YUMA., ARIZ., Ml W. 28th St. Sunday

tO, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344·3760 

Advertising In this section $1.50 per line. Designed espeeiall7 to accommodate con~re~ationa 
advertising meeting places, preachers seekln~ work or congre~ations seekina- preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

The Church of Christ in laredo, Texas has Immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit Inquiries or 
apellcations and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
A~r:~~~~s Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

PREACHER WANTED: Church of 90 in Greater New 
Orleans needs preacher. Desire married man between 
30 and 45 with ability in pulpit and personal work. 
Great opportunities w1th 1984 World's Fair. Contact 
Dennis Butler, 504-392-7771. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangl:lism-Misslons 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (308) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visltars Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dnblln Ronc1 

rlenannton, Cnllfornln 94~00 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

j!oT'f'~-MJLITARY-UPTOWN CHTTR0H OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." 
~t. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 anrl 6:00 P.M. W"•l. 7:00 
P.M. Cnll R83-21ill0 or W. P. JoJly. Min. 79n-2:1ll. 

MRTRO-DENVER AREA 
Enalewoorl Church of Chrl,.t. 
46PO ~. Losmn ~o:MR9-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evnnll'eltst 

DENVER, COLORADO 8022R 
J,AKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Younp:fleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pnges For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cnrtwrill'ht. minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montaomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411.:..· --.,:-:--:------

Retirement Approaching? 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. _ _...==-===---== 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll con tact 
relatives or frfands In Alaska. Pat McMnhan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, INn •• 2205 E. MorJrnn Ave .. 
u.s. 460 Ea"t Oppo~tlte K-Mnrt. Offlee 4'1'1'· 
!'t2n. Dobby Wnc1e. Min. 4'1'0-.40l'58. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart WrltinR Min
istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BJULES-write for free 
leather Pamples anti prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene. TexRs 79604. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-July 15, 1983. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife team heavy on 
personal work and grounding in the faith. Contact Bob 
Ekman. 616-335-3812. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The Y!lfe should 
possess some office skills or other useful sk1lls. We ~re 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretanal, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, .we 
provide full room and board, health Insurance, vacat1on 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup. ,..:.;N:.::M~8::,7:::;30::.:1~.~------:-; 
Preacher available: Over 25 yrs. exp., no hobbies, 
married 2 children. Tapes & resume on request. 
Buddy 'chisholm, 710 NW 5th, Wilson, Ok. 73463, 
405-668-3164. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Interested in local or foreign 
work. Harding CCP grad. 12 yrs. exp. loca! and forel~n. 
23 baptisms In past yr. Local and fore1gn campa1gn 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cultural tralninR. 
Wife teacher In Chr\s\\an school. 2. older sons are 
Christians. 36 yrs. old. Excellent references. Jim Layton, 
2350 San Marcos Camino #14, Pensacola, Fl. 32507. 
(904) 455-5426. 

EVANGELIST NEEDED: Mature, zealous individual 
wanted to. work ~ith active growing congregation with 
programs m busmg, personal work, radio and news
paper. r;>esire self-motivator with stronR commitment to 
evangelism, personal work and pulpit preaching. Send 
resume and references to R. l. Prior, RFD No. 2 Box 
108, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. Phone: 402/463-1817 or 
402/462-4745. 

Financiall~ independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, w1fe, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866 
Dallas, 75234. (21 4) 245-6202. ' 

WANTED: Preacher, Luton Church of ChrW, Luton, 
England. Sponsors needed. Please contact Keith Rig
don, Box 1434, APO NY 09193. 

Wanted: Semi or retired minister to work with a 
small church at Girard, Texas 79518. 3 bedroom house 
and utilities furnished. Salary Is negotiable. If lnter-
~~~e-~42;.a~0xe~~~~s, 806 284-2537 or 284-2310 or 

NEEDED: Support for American preacher In India. 
Contact Dale Stang, 201 Yerger Drive, Bozeman, Mon
tana, 406 587-8717. 
New preacher schCiOiiiliigos Nigeria needs your help. 
Used Bibles, song books, study materials, old copies 
of Firm Foundation, etc., everything required to start 
a preaching school. Send to Etom Asuquo, lawanson 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 290, Surulere, Lagosf Lagos 
~~~t:363~~~~~~· West Africa. Any questions ca 1 Tom 

The Church of Christ In Hempstead, Texas Is now Inter
viewing preachers for a full-time ministry. Interested 
parties may submit inquiries or applications to: Hemp
stead Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 558, Hempstead, 
Texas 77445, attn: James Smith. 
FAITHFUL BRITISH couple with four children would 
like to locate In America and needs a USA sponsor 
for Immigration purposes. He Is an excellent builder 
and remodeling of homes specialist. They have both 
been faithful Christians for 15 years and have a happy 
and hard working disposition. USA contact for refer
ences: Alan Daniell, P.O. Box 314, Cave City, KY 
42127. Tel: (502) 773-3205. 
Minister needed for small congregation. Limited salary. 
Please send a current resume, references to Church of 
Christ, c/o Ted Goode, Rt. 2, Box 33 A, Holly, Colo
rado 81047. Call 303-727-5381. 
FOR SALE-ABDICK Tabletop offset duplicator model 
310. ABO Model 166 convertor, 675M Mastermake, and 
supplies. 4 years old. $2,250.00. Write Church of 
Christ, 3506 So. 28th Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 
54601. 
Song Leaders and Song Writers. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, Tx. 79703. 

VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania? 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 

PREACHING OPPORTUNITY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN OAKDALE, CA. Is looking for 
a full-time Minister. Write-Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
86, Oakdale, Ca. 95361, for Information regarding 
qualifications, experience, and responsibilities. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS
BAND AND WIFE' ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

FULL TIME PREACHER Is needed by the lakeview, 
Oregon Church of Christ. Sunday morning average 
attendance is about 45. lakeview is a ranching and 
logRing town of about 2,800 people with an additional 
1,500 population in the surrounding rural area. Preacher 
will be paid a modest salary by the lakeview Church or 
could be partially supported by another church. Con
tact Kerry Clark, 1160 South "E", lakeview, Oregon 
97630. Phone 503-947-4615. 

MINISTERS WANTED 
to attend the 12th Annual Ministers' Retreat at Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, September 26-27. Good food, 
fun and fellowship. Info contact: Pettijohn Springs, 
Madill, OK 73446. 405-765-5015. 

Retired college English teacher, 63, seeking work with 
church that desires plain Bible-centered preaching from 
one with 42 years teaching experience. Self-sup))ortlng 
except for housing. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369 or 488·3067. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282-3911 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
' ·" 

PLAN #501 PLAN #502 
$200.00 

PLAN #503 
;. ~ 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 .•
1

._. $500.00 
. 1 • " 

Family .. ~~ .............. , ...... $154.00 $137.59 ) . : .- ,;_.. $130.51 
. · .. : 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 $ 52.89 
. ~-

··$ .-50.21 . 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH . 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496·4888 . 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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SIX HUNDRED PEOPlE FROM 42 CITIES in Central Texas and 
beyond attended the Central Texas Evangelism Workshop in 
Kockdale, designed specifically to inspire, motivate, and edu
cate Christians in smaller communities to be more evange lis
tic. Keynote addresses by Charles Hodge, Richard Rogers, 
Max Zamorano, and ijoe Barne tt highlighted the festivities. 

Austin, Texas, August 9, 1983 
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Change in the Air 
Beginning with Oral Roberts' defection to the Metho

dist Church several years ago and continuing to this day, 
there has ·been a marked unrest in religious circles-ours 
included. There are some reasons why, and they are sig
nificant for us. 

Disillusionment with form, organization, dogma and 
sham, coupled with a deep thirst for simple, basic faith 
has sparked a twentieth-century revolution that will go 
down in religious history. 

What is being taught in the seminaries simply does 
not square with the Bible. What the man in the pew is 
hearing from the pulpit is not Bible-centered. What the 
average church-goer is seeing in the lives of his peers 
has little in common with what he reads .in his Bible. 
He is deciding that either religion is a complete farce or 
else "Churchanity'·' and Christianity are two completely 
different things. 

They are studying themselves, and thinking them
selves, right out of the established churches. 

Many feel compelled to preach denominational 
dogma for economic reasons, while they do not believe 
the doctrines. They are asking themselves, "Where 
would I go if I leave?" Most who do leave become 
"'Independents." There men are free to study and to 
search for the truth. They need sympathy, longsuffering 
and patience; we should work carefully and lovingly 
with them. They are on their way to the light. 

The trauma of giving up one faith for another is great. 
Even after conversion they will lapse into error and 
stumble at truths they have imperfectly learned. But 
they are headed in the right direction. For seven years, 
ninety preachers. to our knowledge have made the 
change in one small program of work among sincere 
seekers after truth. Probably many more than that in the 
same time have changed on their own, and without 
any publicity. 

There is a growing, genuine enthusiasm for the word. 
Many lack some crucial information which we might 
supply if we were not ourselves s·o swiftly plunging into 
denominationalism. But they are trying. They are wres
tling with truth, and the faith that springs from such 
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struggles is gradually forming. We ought to search them 
out and lead them gently. We can do it in a way that 
would avoid unnecessary conflict or embarrassment. 
Sometimes a preacher, led gently to greater truth, can 
lead all his followers to greater truth. This has been done 
in "people movements" in foreign lands on a number 
of occasions, and there is no reason why it cannot be 
done in the United States. 

"Reach out and touch someone," the telephone com
mercial exhorts, and it isn't a bad idea. Most of us would 
be utterly surprised at how lonesome the souls out there 
really are who have never been approached by one of 
us on a sincere personal interest basis. A gospel that 
was meant to be spread cannot work well sealed. up in 
a church building. Contact someone. The more hooks 
you have in the water, the greater your chances of 
catching a fish. 

There is no one more successful in dealing with 
problems than one who has been there. One who has 
come out of great tribulation is the very one to send 
to help another out of great tribulation. This is the 
reason why those w_ho have struggled to the truth have 
advantages over those of us who have grown up with it 
when it comes to leading others to the light. 

It takes a sensitive soul-able to listen with a third 
ear-a capacity which most of us do not have-to be 
able to rela-te to one who is struggling to shed a faith 
he no longer holds. It matters not how many right 
things we say if no one is listening. And the most ef
fective way to lead searching souls to truth is to be 
able to listen with the third ear to the things they are 
really saying. 

Man has a lot of needs right now. Modern, organized 
religion is not meeting them. Modern religion is only 
serving the satisfied. The change in the air is demanding 
that we apply the gospel to man's needs right now
find out what they are and apply the gospel to them. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Newness of Life 
GEORGE EWING 

While I was still an undergraduate student preaching here 
and there as I had opportunity, an old Baptist saleslady came 
to our house one afternoon and was just packing up her 
things to leave when I came in. 

"Your wife says you're going to school. What are you 
studying?" she asked. 

"I plan to preach-if I can find people who will listen to 
me." 

"Preach, huh? Well, let me tell you one thing, young 
man." She was earnest, and her voice seemed almost choked 
with emotion. "Don't you ever come out of that pulpit, when 
there's a lost soul in the audience, without telling him how 
to reach jesus." 

Those words stayed with me. I believed that I was closer 
to the Lord's teaching than she was, but I knew that her 
denominational astigmatism had not kept her from seeing the 
main purpose of public speaking in the church. So, for many 
years,· I could almost hear her voice as I found myself inte
grating into every sermon the things that we had come to call 
"first principles." This meant that I spent a lot of time thinking 
about faith, repentance, confession, and baptism from a thou
sand different scriptural angles as I prepared two or three 
sermons a week for the next several weeks. 

Sometime later, there sat in my audience a man of remark
able intellectual ability. He was the head of a refinery, and I 
think he held a master's degree in petroleum engineering, 
He had been raised a Methodist, but his wife was just a 
Christian, so he came to every one of our services to pre
serve family unity. He was a warm and friendly person, but 
reserved enough that I was a little surprised one day when, 
after the meeting was dismissed, he prolonged our usual 
goodbye with the comment: 

"You know, I've been listening to you for two years, and 
I get to thinking when you're about halfway through your 
sermon, 'Now how in the world is he going to get re
pentance, confessiory and baptism into this one'-but you 
always do-and what gets me is-it always fits!" Well, it did 
get him; a few weeks later he was baptized, and the last 
time I heard of him, he was an elder in the church. 

. "It always fits!" I guess nearly everyone who calls himself 
a Christian has no trouble seeing that faith is involved in all 
his thinking and activity in Christ, and most of us can feel 
our failures well enough to know that repentance should be 
a part of every sermon that points out a need for change 
and development in our lives. In Romans 10:9, 10, Paul uses 
the same present tense in talking about confession that he did 
with believing, and the Christian realizes that whatever he 
does that increases the ab.undance of faith in his heart is going 
to produce a continuing confession of jesus as Lord in his 
mouth. He sees that every day as he lives, he can learn a 
little more of the meaning of his faith, repentance, and con
fession. It evidently takes a lifetime to learn all we need to 
know about these. 

But how about baptism? A simple act with a simple mean
ing? Why, I've been told that I shouldn't dip anyone who 
doesn't understand the meaning of· baptism. How about that? 
What is the meaning of baptism? · 

What's the significance of january 12, 1923? What did the 
events of that day mean? Well, I've been struggling with that 
question consciously about sixteen to twenty hours a day, and 
unconsciously another four to eight, for over sixty years, and I 
haven't found the whole answer yet-but I do know a lot 
more about it than I used to. That's the day my mother re
joiced that a son was born, as any woman would when the 
baby's a month late and weigh~ nearly twelve pounds. She 
was at least glad our relationship was a little less personal. 

Then came 1936, and I "knew myself" well enough that 
the guilt and shame of 13 years of misbehaviors made me 
uncertain that I was worth knowing. I saw that knowing me 
would never let me know the truth, for that's not where the 
truth is. Without this truth, there was no freedom, for I was 
held in bondage by fear of death to a master that returned 
the hatred I had for him. To break this relationship I decided 
to collect my wages, accepting the very thing I feared. So, 
I was crucified with Christ, buried with him, and raised to 
''walk in a newness of life." 

Forty-seven years later, I'm convinced that I then knew no 
more _what was happening than I did the day the glory of the 
Father brought me out of the darkness of my mother's womb 
into the everchanging natural world. But my educational goal 
was changed; "Know thyself" was erased, and "Know Christ" 
written in its place, for it was no longer I that lived but Christ 
lived in me. Through the faith (no knowledge) that came by 
hearing the spoken word, I was given._the opportunity to 

· abide, stay, remain, within the living word (logos) so that I 
could become a real learner (true disciple) who could know 
the Truth that would make me free. 

This education would require a new mind, the mind of 
Christ, which produces an emptying of myself for I am now 
just a little member of a body in which his fullness dwells, a 
body made clean in a laver of water in the spoken word. The 
new mind lets me see, not the manhood of God, but the 
Godhead in man. I must not try to remake Christ in my 
image, but allow m¥self to be remade into his. I am not to 
reinterpret Christ to my culture, but to reinterpret my culture 
in Christ. 

A flood of water announces the natural birth, but the child 
may be slow in coming into the world. My baptism an
nounced that Christ was born again in my flesh, but as in 
the case of the Galatians, his formation in me was not im
mediate. The life I began in 1923 is decreasing day by day, 
and the decay is evident, but the newness of the life begun 
in 1936 never wears off. Once a year I celebrate January 12 
with a little fuller knowledge of its meaning-but on the first 
day of every week, I celebrate a new creation, my new life, 
with a little less ignorance. Just as the first spoken word of 
God produced light on that ·first day, so the word spoken by 
the Son with whom I was raised from the dead continues to 
shine in the celebration of each first day. The water has long 
since evaporated from the clothes I wore in 1936, but the 
water of my baptism has become a living fountain gushing 
its cleansing power day by day in my ever-new walk. The 
meaning of baptism '.'fits" every sermon I shall ever preach. 
925 E.N. 12th St., Abilene, TX 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Abiding One 
0. H. TABOR 

Our material lives are set in the midst of change and decay 
and we say with the poet, "Swift to its close ebbs out life's 
little day; Earth's joy grows dim, its glories pass away; Change 
and decay in all around I see; 0 thou who changest not, 
abide with me." The one thing of which we may be sure is 
that nothing material continues and those who trust in the 
material often find the rug jerked from under their feet. As 
one lady said, who was interviewed after an earthquake, "Be
fore the thing hit, I had everything in its place but after the 
earthquake everything was moved." This is a picture of life 
when great disturbances come and we find everything moved 
out of its place. Where c:an·we turn for safety and permanence 
in such a changing world? We need to remember what the in
spired writer said to people who were set in the midst of 
change, so he comforted their hearts, "jesus Christ is always 
the same, yesterday, today and forever." 

As we look upon the earth, we see many altering scenes. 
Mountains that were once high have been made low by 
erosion; swamps, where once it was impossible to grow 
plants, have been drained and are now producing; great dams 
have been built where immense power is generated by 
mighty turbines; the once dry deserts are now blossoming as 
the rose. Wherever we go there is an endless network of rail
roads and highways where, in the past, only rough trails 
existed; boats are steaming farther inland; the heavens are 
full of many types of passenger planes and ever far above us 
the satellites continue their orbits. We wonder what shall 
be in the next century if the world is allowed to stand. 

As we study the history of nations, some of which domi
nated the world, we see the mighty nations which have been 
laid, one by one, beneath the ashes of time, never to rise 
again. We may ask, why did these nations go down? The 
answer is, all temporal things are in a state of change, but 
the One of whom we now speak, never changes for he is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 

Not only is our world changing but we are, ourselves, sub
ject to many changes. Our minds are continually making de
ductions and forming judgments and exercising the power 
of choice. While our minds are ever changing, our bodies are 
also going through continuous change. We are here a short 
time to battle against the forces of this material world, while 
at the same time we subsist upon its substance. Soon the 
present material realm will know us no more because of 
change. Amidst all these fleeting things the Christ of the ages 
is the same, yesterday, today and forever. To know that he 
is always the same should give us joy in this changing world. 

We stop to ask, how is he the same? The answer is, first, 
that he is the same in person. "In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not anything made that 
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was made." We know that the one of whom john speaks was 
later clothed in flesh and dwelt among us, but existed as the 
same personality as he was when the world was created. His 
fleshly stage was but for a short time but this does. not set 
aside the fact that he was the same person as in the beginning. 

We read, "Earth shall perish, but thou remainest; and they 
shall wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou 
fold them up; and they shall be changed; but thou art the 
same, and thy days shall not fail" (Heb. 1:11, 12). From this 
we learn that the same being, who was in the beginning with 
God and who was God came and lived here in the flesh, died 
on the cross, arose from the dead and ascended back to 
the Father to make intercession for his own and one day 
is coming again to judge the world. 

Time changes man, but not so with jesus Christ. We grow 
old and die but he is ever young and alive. Our moods often 
change, for one day we may be harsh and unforgiving while 
he is always kind and forgiving and always cares for his 
own. 

Circumstances change but he is always the same. He was 
the same when he rode, triumphantly, into the city of jerusa
lem, as he was when led by the officers to go before .Pilate, 
and as he walked up the hill to die. He was the same by the 
seaside as when he was in Gethsemane. He is not only 
changeless in his person, but he is changeless in his prin
ciples. 

Christ is not only changeless in his person .and in his prin
ciples, but also in his power. He saved souls yesterday and he 
can do the same today. He opened blind eyes yesterday and 
he can open the eyes of those who are blind spiritually 
today. We must remember that God's arm is not shortened 
that he cannot reach us, neither his ears dull that he cannot 
hear our cries. However, we know that our sins can separate 
us from him today just as it did in the days of Israel. 

The abiding One is not only changeless in his person, 
in his principles and in his power, but is also changeless in 
his position. He is riow our great High Priest and we must 
offer our petitions to God by him. While he is Priest he is also 
King, for of him it is said, 11Thy throne, 0 God, is forever, the 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom" (Heb. 
1 :8). He is now Priest, King and Savior and is able to save 
unto the uttermost all who come by him. 

Christ is also changeless in his program. There are not 
enough demons to block his eternal purpose. He shall con
quer all enemies as he has conquered death. His people 
instead of getting weakhearted and thinking that the devil is 
going to take over, should exercise enough faith in the 
changeless One to know that Christ is going to conquer and 
that if we want to be victorious we must get on his side and 
remain faithful unto the end. 
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The ¥<?Uf1g ~~n sitt~ng_ ppppsite .,me 
was filled watn troubles: Has ·wife of nme 
years had finally left ~for-good,' following 
a lcmg series pf p~ttf?r _gu~rrels a~d in:.. 
cre~si·ngly li!Jlp reconphataons. Has ca-: 
reer · · w~s on ground z~ro-actually 
thre~ten¢d wfth joblessness ~s a result of 
governmen~ cutbacks. He was lonely, 
bor~~' friiiht~re~~- Hi~ yague· church of 
Christ ba&groun~ "Ya.~ ~T~P,~~Iy ~ur1rn~r 
camps and VBS, although fqr several 
months in his senior year in high school 
he had been in regular attendance. His 
attendan~ pisintegrated shortly after his 
b~ptism wh~n his girlfriend-also in the 
~f.lyr~h~ep~r~~~g fo~ flarding College. 
H~ never ~~w tier ~gam. 

He had tried most of the usual out
!~ts; ~l~ohol, pills, ra~qom sex, at~l~tic 
~ctivicy, and now h~ de~lared tha~ he was 
r~iJ.QY 'tp try gpq~ (Thanks a lot, yqung 
m~n; I know I should be mgre obvaously 
grateful, but I c::an't seem to find the 
enthusiasm for it this morning.) 

He did not feel he could trust God. 
Could I help him? Then, almost as if to 
prove that I couldn't, he flipped open 
his Bible and stabbed the page with 
his finger. 

His tone became angry. He was feed
ing f)(l his own anger, letting the emo
tion' begin to _q~~tro.J. In a ":loment he 
would . oe shoutmg or weemng. "look 
he.re/! his finge·r wav~·red under the line. 
.
11Peace. Peace that ·passes understand
ing.~~ He gav~ ~ little shudder and, pre
dictably; nis V6i~e b.r.o~e. "I don't have 
any peace.· l'ye · never· had any peace. 
Not any peace at all. How can ·1 t~ust a 
G.o.d wry_o cannot even keep that sarryple 
a prom~se ... an ~11-w:>werf~l God?' 

The Bible ~as few promises lovelier 
th!Jn the one found in Philippians 4: 

~ejqice in the lord always. I will say 
it again .. Rejoice! l~t your gentleness 
be eviqent to all-the Lord is near. 

Do I'}Ot be af!XiOU$ about aqything 
B,UT Jn everything with . pray~r anp 
petition with thanl<sgiving. 

Pr~sent your requests to God-AND 

The peace of Gq~ which transcends 
all. understanding will guard your 
heart~ and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

The operative word in that promise is 
the verl>--"guarcJ~ In some older transla
tions it is simply the word 'keep,' but I 
am told that the original term had a 
military sign~ficaaice. I have always been 
able to visualize four guardian angels, 
heavenly sentinels keeping devoted 
watch over my heart (my feelings) and 
my mind (my intelligence). Like the 
shepherd's psalm where a table is pre-

THE FOUR R'S 
HAL MOORE 

pared in the midst of mine enemies I 
have the assurance that nothing can 
really hurt me at all. 

But it must be emphasized that this 
lovely promise is a ·conditional promise 
made by a loving Father who knows I 
will enjoy that in which I am a partici
pant. Tne earthly father who wants his 
child to enjoy music may buy him ex
p~r,sive sound equipment and good 
records ... or he may buy him a violin 
and le~ him feel livif1g music with his 
fingers and hear it With fiis ears. 

Our heavenly Father gives us not only 
the opportunity to be a participant in our 
own welfare, but also the necessity of it. 
Thus in the scripture quoted above, we 
see four requirements-four R's-Re
joice, Restr~.int, Relax and Request. 

Rejoice. This word suggests more 
meaning than we normally assign it. Re 
(do it again) and joy. It suggests we re
live the· moments of joy that are given 
to us. It seems humans are much more 
likely to re-sorrow than to re-joice. 

But joy is an emotion. It is an emo
tional response. I have joy in many 
things: Joy in a good crowd on Sunday 
morning, joy in somebody telling me 
they appreciate my work, joy in my lov
ing wife's careful preparation of a special 
meal just for me, joy in my grandchil
dren, joy in my lovely family. But joy is 
often a result of something from with
out. 

But wait. The word rejoice is a com
mand. It appears in the imperative mood. 
It is an instruction. I am being told to 
be in control of my own emotions. I 
am to make my own joy in remembering 
those good times of years gone by . . . 
and in savorin~ the good times of today 
that are so eas1ly lost in the cares of this 
world and the lust after other things 
and the deceitfulness of riches. I am to 
be a Christian in charge of my own life. 

And my Father wants me to be happy. 
Rejoice. I will say it again. Rejoice. Re
joice in the Lord. 

R-Restrain. "Let your gentleness be 
evident to all." There are twin instruc
tions here-to be gentle, and to have 
that gentleness eviaent. Almost as an 
aftertt1ought the writer was inspired to 
add, "The Lord is near." Perhaps this is 
to remind me that the Lord sees me in 
my most ungentle moments. Perhaps it 
is to remind me that no matter what the 
provocation to violence may be that he is 
as close as my whispered prayer for 
gentleness. Perhaps it is to remind me 
that he is not only close in space-omni
present-but also close in time, for man 
that is born of woman is few of days. 

The third R-Relax. Relax! Do not be 
anxious about anything. Those words roll 
off the typewriter with great ease ... but 
they are to be accompfished in life only 
with great difficulty. Our~ is a high
tension world. I am told the most com
mon prescription written is for a tran
quilizer . . . for chemistry to dull the 
sharp perception of proJ>Iems. I am 
rapidly approaching what has been eu
phemastically styleCJ the golden years 
when one assumes that life will have a 
summer-afterpoon drowsiness, but I find 
myself assaulted by deadlines and duties 
and debts and dentists just as much as I 
did in the s'econd or third decade of 
my life. 

Responding to the comment of my 
counselee, Patrick Henry's words rico
chet off the walls of my memory cham
ber: "Gentlemen may cry peace, peace, 
but there is no peace. The next gale 
that blows down from the north will 
carry to our ears the clash of resounding 
arms." 

Relax! An absurdity. A table prepared 
in the midst of mine enemies-wt'iat an 
affront to my intelligence! If I relax, if I 
forget my concern for those things that 
are mine someone more alert will come 
and snatch them all away from me. 

Alas! This is really the keystone of the 
arch. Things. I am afraid of losing the 
things that have too much meaning to 
me. I am coddled in my luxuries. I want 
my color TV and my wall-to-wall carpet 
and my new automobile and my hand
some wardrobe and my successful chil
dren and my attractive wife. Look back 
at that sentence-it is filled with my and 
mine: I am that rich young ruler from 
jericho. I do not really possess great rich
es, I am possessed by them! jesus warned 
that ,the cares of this world and the 
lusts after other things and the d~ceit
fulness of riches would choke out the 
fruits of the word within my heart. I 
heard but I did not discern. I listened 
but I did not understand. The key to 
gracious living without anxiety lies in 
materialism-in things. It is not in the 
possession of them; but in the attitude 
toward them. 

So, what does it matter if a deadline is 
not met? If there is no tomorrow with . 
which to meet it, there will be no im
portance to it. So what does it matter if 
a duty is not performed? I am not the 
only one in all the world to do it. So 
what difference if I never conclude this 
writing? In working on it thus far, the 
hand of God has reached in and nour
ished my heart, for I found in his word 
riches that" had previously escaped me. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Influence, Authority, and Responsibility 

The denominational world freely uses 
the terms clergy and lai!)t. "Clergy" is 
traced etymologically to the Greek word 
which means a "lot" or that which is 
chosen by the casting of lots. Through 
the centuries the word was transposed 
Into the Latin and then the English where 
it came to be applied to men ordained 
for religious service·. Catholic priests 
were considered to be clergymen with 
special privileges and titles. Various state 
religions generally had a favored class 
of clerics or clergymen. 

11Laity" also goes back to the Greek 
language; it stems from the Greek noun 
that means "people." So, a layman was a 
common person distinguished from the 
clergyman. As the priests became more 
oppressive in the1r rule ("hierarchy" 
means "rule by priests"), the word 
"clericalism" was used to describe the 
political power and influence of the 
clergy. It generally is a derogatory word. 

Early Reformation movements resisted 
the concept of a special and privileged 
clergy as the biblical concept of the uni
versal priesthood of believers was em
phasized. The corruption and excesses of 
many religious leaders caused wide
spread distrust of clerics by pious and 
devout common people. The oppression 
of pe.ople by politically motivated re
ligious leaders !ed to a clamoring for the 

-separation of church and state that has 
profoundly and indelibly affected Ameri
can democracy and large portions of 
Protestantism. 

The ·early Restoration Movement had 
a rather strong distrust of clergymen. The 
movement grew among the people-
often against the rronounced resistance 
of denominationa "church men," and 
the reaction to professional, sectarian 
clergymen led some of the restorers, 
Alexander Campbell included, to con
demn hireling religious leaders. Paying 
preachers was widely critici~ed although 
the restorers admitted the biblical con
cept that a laborer for the Lord is worthy 
of his hire. Through the years, some 
brethren had strong reservations about 
paying a preac;:her anything, and others 
believ~d whatever amount he was paid 
should be stark and meager enough to 
insure his sincerity in preaching. 

· A few years ago, some of our most 
able preachers and debaters received 
very !irna!l remuneration for their work. 
Many of them were self-supporting or 
parti~Uy so. 

It soon beciJme obvious to brethren 
that in order for the modern church to 
prosper, it needed the services of com
petent evangelists and ministers who 
could help brethren with the daily needs 
of a growing congregation. The same 
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seems to be true today. How many ,ac
tive, growing congregations do you know 
of that do not have a dedicated and 
talented preacher? 

The evangelists were not to displace 
the elders or the deacons; they were to 
do the work of an evangelist. We are 
not bootlegging anything mto the Lord's 
church by trying to have effective evan
gelists in the local churches. The work 
of a preacher is clearly scriptural in its 
concept. Any notion to the contrary may 
be an over-reaction to the abuses of 
clericalism and the seeming crassness of 
professional ministers. 

Brethren found it difficult at times to 
know where to put the preacher in the 
"line up" of the local church. In the 
congregation's directory, it was ques
tionable whether to put his name above 
the elders and deacons, below them, or 
in between them. The important thing 
for everyone to understand wa.s that he 
was not an "officer"' in the church. The 
elders and deacons are 110fficers"; he is 
"just a preacher." 

In fact, many "officers," and not a few 
preachers, in order to avoid any mis
understanding, refuse to call the room in 
the church ouilding where a preacher 
has a desk and some bookshelves an 
"office" because that would imply that 
he Is an "officer" in the congregation. It 
is deemed better to call the room a 
"study" because that it what is done 
there. By the way, "office" comes from 
Latin words that combine to mean 
literally. "to make or do work." From this 
viewpoint, it is as logically and scrip
tural to call the preacher's workroom an 
"office" as it is to call it a "study." But in 
most places we have carefully avoided 
any word that would suggest that a 
preacher has any 11authority." 

It is a common notion in the church 
today that a minister has no authority. 
Elders have authority, and deacons have 
some "clout," but some brethren are 
afraid to delegate authority to their 
preacher beyond a specific event or case. 
This tends to consign leadership to the 
monthly business meetings and to make 
even the most simple decisions a matter 
of playing an ecclesiastical form of 
"Mother, may I?" According to the 
rules of that children's game, you line 
up at the "starting line" and you try to 
progress to the 11finish line." You are not 
allowed to take a step, not even a teeny 
baby step, until you are allowed by the 
person who is IT. When you are told 
that you may take a baby step or a giant 
step or whatever, you must say, "Mother, 
may I?" and then you are told you may. 
The one thing you must not forget to do 
is to say, "Mother, may I?" If you for
get, you have had it; you have to go 

all of the way back to the starting line. 
There is no way to win the game fairly 
if you do not remember to say, "Mother, 
may I?" 

A word should be said about au
thority. Authority simply refers to the 
right or power to perform. Christ has all 
authority in heaven and on earth (Matt. 
28:18-20). The Christian must never for
get this. As Christ has delegated au
thority, he has also assigned resP.onsi
biiity. Authority without responsibility is 
tyranny. Responsibility without authority 
is slavery. A person's authority must be 
commensurate with his responsibility if 
he is to be effective in discharging his 
duty. 

Some church leaders and churches are 
content to cast the greatest responsibility 
for the church upon their preachers 
(

11after all, that's what we're paying him 
for"). They would hesitate to calf him 
a leader although, from a practical view
point, he is the greatest single human 
catalyst in the cfynamics of the local 
church. Any opportunity, problem, or 
decision calls for a 11meeting of the 
board" of elders. If time or circumstance 
does not allow this, "urgent" matters re
quire the preacher's ·contacting each of 
the elders and asking, "Would it be okay 
if . . ." 11Brother says it's okay 
with him, and brother says it's 
okay with him if it's okay with you .... " 
Many of these things could be handled 
by delegating some authority to the 
preacher or one of the elders. The 
"Mother, may I?" game may help to as
sure "elder control" in the church, but it 
often seriously impedes efficiency in the 
performance of the Lord's work. 

The one way to avoid 11the pastor sys
tem" (a term we have devised to de
scribe our fear that a preacher may be 
11taking over" a little too much) is for the 
pastors to do what the Bible commands 
them to do for the flock. We decry the 
tendency for our preachers to be like 
denominational pastors, but at the same 
t~me we demand it. We marvel that the 
sectarians do not know the difference 
between a "preacher" and a "pastor" but 
in actual practice our preacher-pastor 
concepts are even more confused and 
inconsistent. 

Maybe the answer to our dilemma has 
eluded us because it is too simple and 
too obvious: let the Lord's will be done. 
Let elders become more concerned with 
leadership and service rather than boss
ing and managing. Let the preachers be
come more involved with the teaching 
and preaching that they are highly 
trained to do rather than dissipating 
their strength with a thousand little 
"preacher duties" that we have devised 

(Continued on page 12) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 9, 1983 



l 
i 

t , 

I 
I 

i 

The New Testament Church {76) 

WHICH WAY FROM HEREl (6) 

No one questions the importance of 
evangelism. On the contrary, It Is one of 
the few things everyone insists on in the 
church. It's on everyone's lips, from the 
doomsdayers whose statistics predict our 
extinction because of its absence, to the 
''total commitment" advocates who 
seem to have no other categories for 
describing life in Christ. 

But although it is in everrbody's vo
cabulary, it is singularly lackmg jn tilre
ful definition among us, What began as 
a denotative term in the New -re$ta
ment, having fixed semantic Viilue, has 
become a connotative term ilmong us, 
connoting more about the user than the 
actual content of the word itself. It has 
virtually become a shorthand expression 
for in-group approval. · 

Therefore, a return to the explicit 
apostolic definition of the "evangel" 
(= gospel) is imperative if we are to 
chart an acceptable course for our fu
ture. 

Attention has been called ir1 previous 
lessons to the important text, 1 Corin
thians 15:1~5, at whith Paul ~pells out 
the meaning of "gospel'' and, by impli .. 
cation, the profile of an evangelistic 
church. 

We have already learned from this text 
that to be biblicallY. ev£t.ng.e eJ..i§ti~; is to 
be (1) a ''good new6" church, (2) a God
addicted church, and (3) a <;:hurc;h gccu
pled with the histQric;: acts of Cod-in
Christ. 

(4) Biblital Chu.,ch 

But there is more in thi~ cn,Jt:;i~l text~ 
Twice in his brief summary Piiul rep.e~t~ 
that evan,9eJ .. jsm it; 11according tg th~ 
ScriRtures (vs. 3, 4), The po•nt he is 
maldng is that there is no break with the 
Old Testament, but rather fulfillment and 
completio. n. i.he "Bood news" of Je~us 
is one piece with Cod's redemptive ac;t§ 
throughout history, with this difference; 
in him we reach the goal of the entire 
process (see Rom. 10:4); Eph. 1 ;3-11). 
What the church now proclaims i$ the 
faithfulness of God, that in Chri~t he has 
done what in the Old Testament he 
promised he would do. 

We need clear thinking on this issue 
of scripturalness. Many appear to have 
the natve idea that quoting biblical ref-
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erences equals understanding biblical 
teaching, and that the measure of sound
ness in preaching is the quantity of ref
erences quo~ed. This is patently false 
since it would certify "sound" the Phari
sees and even S~tan himself, for they 
had great facility with prooftexts. No. 
There is much more to "according to the 
Scriptures" than a quotation formula. 

The fact i$ it is not likely Paul is here 
quoting at al.l. More likely he is giving an 
in$pirea summary of the purpose and in· 
tent of Scripture (d. Jesus' claim, John 
5;39; luke· 24:44ff). Now to speak of 
what God intends requires a heart-to
heart relationship which goes far beyond 
superficially repeating Jlhrases. It ts to 
get inside his words to his will. That, it 
~eerns to me, is the mark of the authentic 
church: knowing him, loving him, and 
following him according to the Scrip
tures~ Here the word, not words, is the 
goal (John 1 :1-18). Here scripturalness is 
a relationship, not merely a vocabulary. 

(~) First-Principles Church 

Paul states that for him the evangel 
WiiS "of first importance" (en protois, 
v. 3). This refers to its relative importance 
among Apo-stolic priorities: not merely 
"among the first things," but "first of 
all." 

Paul's "first principles," so God,.. 
centered and fQcused upon the death, 
byrial, and re~urrection Qf Jesus1 are a 
rebyke to our modern r~~ppnse-centered 
fi~~tigns ypon man's faith, repentance, 
and b~ptisrn. Our ~ermons reveal that we 
dg ngt ma.~n wf'lgt Paul rneant by "fir~t 
princ;:ip!e~/' We need to remember thEJ.t 
it is not Q'-'r concepts but his which are 
inspired.; that it is our priorities which 
are out pf alignment. 

The answer to thi$ dis(;overy is not 
mgrbid intrpspection. In fact, self
consciousne~~ is no answer at all, ~jnce 
the church js called to focus on Jesus, 
nQt pn her~€!1f. The answer is to focus 
ag~in upon that which truly is "of first 
import~nce"J the good news of Gad-in
Christ. Many of us will have to change 
Ol,Jr preaching emphasis, but that is. long 
overdue, anyway. What our generation 
needs is mighty blasts on the trumpet 
of gospel hope, news of God's certain
ties, of God's victories. Tell that to mod
ern pagans and they may not believe; 
but they will know in their hearts that 

they would be glad if they could believe 
such good news. 

Conclusion 

let us now try to sum up the results 
of this extended series on the N~w 
Testament church. 

In looking back at seven representa
tive New Testament congregations, we 
discovered at least three general charac~ 
teristics of the early church:. (1) there 
was both unity and diversity among 
apostolic churches; (2) that period, like 
our own, was marked by weaknesses 

· and problems; and (3) those congrega
tions flourished in spite of heavy cultural 
pressures. 

We projected a future profile for the 
church calling for: (1) a positive, Christ
defined self-image; (2) wholehearted 
pursu~t of qualitative goals, and (3) the 
ta~gt:tmg of evangelism as the central 
miSSIOn. . 

Finally, because evangelism is both 
crucial and misunderstood, a careful 
examination was made of the neglected 
Pauline definition of an evangel-istic: 
church (1 Cor. 15:1-5). Such a church, 
according to apostolic standards, will be: 
(1) a church with "good news" of tri
umph on its lips; (2) a church with vi~ible 
God-addiction in it$ beh~vior; (3) ~ 
~h11rch prizing both its roots ~nd it$ 
wings; (4) a ctwrch in tune with God's 
purj;)OS€! by knowing his heart; and (5) 
a clnuch whose first and last concer·ns 
~re the certain'ities pf G'od-in-Je§ps.- . . 

TJ'te enq of the twentieth century i~ a 
difficult an~ perilous time for the bride 
of Christ. Pres~ures are real and unam
biguous models are rare. But such cc;u,
ditions are neither unique nor ,recent! 

~et us take tt~art knowin~ that GQd. 
knows our frame, and he wall provicle.. 
Our role is no~ to r~plicate a pa.st era., 
qut to reflect a living person. By ioyfully 
modeling him in our ·fellowship and h1 
our daily discipleship, we fulfill our rea
son for existence by becoming monu
ments tg the praise of the glory of his 
graJ§e. For in t~e last analysis evangel-ism 
is not the story of the church's hi~ory · 
at all, but rather HIS-story. And to grasp 
that truth is to ~Jrasp what the 'New 
Testament church as all about. 

(End of Series) 
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Taste and See 
"A person should taste and enjoy 

food first then he can describe and 
«malyze it." 

T~at is true, isn't it? We know how 
frustrating it is to try to tell a person 
who· has never eaten it what strawberry 
shortcake tastes like. But put a piece in 
his mouth and discussion is almost be
side the point. First comes eating and 
then, if it is necessary, the research into 
the flavor. 

Something like that is in the setting 
.of the eve.nts recorded in Acts 2. The 
chapter is the story of the beginning of 
the church. There is no question about 
what happened on that day of Pentecost 
after the resurrection of jesus. But have 
we noticed that there is little, if any
thing, said in definition of the church? 
In fact, the word 'church' does not even 
appear In the Greek text·· of Acts two. 
Peter's sermon does not define, describe 
or recommend the church. Luke, looking 
back some years later, pictured the life 
of those first believers. In the beginning 
of the church 'church' was not a topic 
for discussion, not a theme for academic 
research-it was an experience in life 
with Christ and other people who had 
accepted him as Lord and King. 

In other words, 'church' had meaning 
to those first-century folks, not because 
they had heard arguments in favor of it, 
but because they nad 'tasted' it. 

Church was savored in group prayer; 
in being together at tables (both at 
the Lord's table in communion and at the 
common meal); in sharing abundance 
and need; in simply enjoying the com
pany and friendship of fellow believers. 
Because the church 'tasted' so good 

ELMER Fl~OUT 

those disciples would never have thought 
of leaving the relationship out of their 
lives. 

Countless people in our modern cul
t~re have found life tasteless. It is pos
stble to present to those people a list 
of arguments which prove the existence 
of the New Testament church today. It is 
doubtless important to marshal and use 
those points. But the matter of timing is 
crucial. Do we begin with academic dis
cussion or a life demonstration? The 
deep question is not "does a man accept 
our reasoning?" It is 11does a person 
'taste' a new quality of life when he is 
among us?" ·Without that flavor the best 
syllogisms soon go flat. 

A family moved to a new town. They 
immediately identified with a congrega
tioA in that community. The preacner 
was a well educated person. He spent 
hours on his sermons and the new
comers, by their own admission, had lots 
to think about. Nevertheless the family 
experienced growing disappointment 
with local church. Why? Here is their 
evaluation: 

... our hopes for new genuine re
lationships with our fellow Christians 
with whom we sat in the pew were not 
fulfilled. We entered the church as 
isolated individuals, and we left it the 
same way. 
Which is to say, that church did not 

'taste' good. And that is the bottom line, 
isn't it? Not 'do our congregations look 
like New Testament churches?' but 'do 
they have the New Testament taste?' The 
recipe? We know where it is found
willwe dare to put in all the ingredients? 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 
95678 

Watch Your Step, Please TERRY R. FINNLEY 

Frequently people have made us aware 
of potential danger. Do you recall the 
bus driver, the elevator operator or the 
sign near a staircase which warned 
"Watch your step, please"? Even slow 
days are full of many steps. Exercise 
draws the attention of many people. 
They not only jog and play tennis; some 
enthusiasts go on daily walks. The paper 
market offers several good books about 
running and walking. The popularity of 
walking continues to Brow. 

To help us place thmgs in perspective 
Paul wrote, "for bodily exercise is profit
able for a little; but godliness is prof
itable for all things, having promise of 
the life which now is, and of that which 
is to come." O.ur earthly sojourn is often 
reterred to as "a walk." We quickly share 
that "we walk by faith and not by sight." 
William J, Kirkpatrick wrote the song 
Stepping in the Light, "How beauitful to 
wafk in the steps of the Savior, Led in 
paths of light" 
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We need to be careful how we walk in 
this life. Let's study Ephesians 5:15-21 to 
learn how our brief earthly walk can be 
a wise one. · 

The wise walker, according to Paul, re
deems the time, knows the will of God 
and is filled with the Holy Spirit. On the 
other hand, the unwise walker fails to 
know the days are evil, is foolish and is 
drunken with wine. What a contrast these 
two groups present. But we find both 
groups in the church. 

james asked, "What is your life? For 
ye are a vapor that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away." Some of 
our brethren act like they will live on 
earth forever. But this earth isn't our 
home; of a truth we are simply passing 
through. We would be wise to purchase 
all the time we can and then to give it 
back to God in service. jesus stated. "Be 
not therefore anxious for the morrow: 
for the morrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil there-

of." The day contains evil and life is 
too short for us to foolishly waste our 
efforts in useless and damning activities. 

"Lord, what fools these mortals be!" 
wrote Shakespeare in "Midsummer 
Night's Dream." We all know at least 
one or two foolish people. The sad truth 
is that some of these foolish individuals 
live in God's kingdom, the church. How 
can we prevent being foolish in God's 
eyes? Paul encourages us to know the 
will of the Lord. While unbelievers 

(Continued on page 10) 
-----40---

Stumbling or Grumbling? 
DAVID BOSWELL 

A few months ago, brother Gordon 
Ferguson, minister of the Lakeview 
church of Chr.ist in Ta~oma, yvas~ington, 
wr9te,. an arttcle dealtng pnmanly with 
umty m. the Lord's church. In passing, 
he me~ttoned two words: grumbling and 
stut:nblmg. They may sound alike, but 
thetr meaning is entirely different. The 
Bible addresses both of these words. 

In order to preserve unity and har
mony m the local church, many times 
leaders have "given in" to those who 
COf!lJ?Iain about a certain program or 
acttvtty. The leaders will either eliminate 
or modify the activity so that those who 
are complaining or grumbling will stop. 
That's a noble gesture showing love and 
concern for their soul. Leaders often
times will quote Paul and the eating-of
meat prin.ciple to appease the grumblers. 

But watt! Look closely at 1 Corinthians 
8:10-13~ and notice what Paul really says. 
Paul sard he would stop eating meats 
only if his eating meat actually caused a 
weak brother to stumble. Paul said 
nothing about his brother grumbling! 
The word stumble as used by Paul means 
to make or cause someone to fall away 
from the Lord; to err. It is the same word 
Jesus used in Mark 9:42, when jesus was 
discussing someone causing a believer 
to stumble or fall away from salvation. 
To be a stumblingblock and thus causing 
someone to stumble away from the Lord 
is indeed tragic. This must be avoided 
at all costs. 

But what about grumbling? Paul, or 
any other inspired writer, said nothing 
about stopping a good work simply be
cause someone is grumbling. There will 
always be the grumblers and the com
plainers. While Moses was leading out 
the Israelites for forty years, many of 
them complained and murmured. Did 
Moses stop his leading because many 
grumbled and complatned? No, if he 
had, God's will would not have been 
accomplished through Moses. In fact, we 
read in the book of Numbers just how 
unhappy God was with the grumblers. 

Remember, beloved, we're to only stop 
an activity or program if it is actually 
causing a brother or sister to stumble not 
merely grumbling. To allow the grum
blers (and we'll always have them) to 
dictate what we do or don't do, is indeed 
tragic. · 
6201 Winding Way, Carmichael, CA 
95608 
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"And They Shall All Be Taught of God" 
RICHARD JONES 

Richard Jones, who is the fine preach- for them to "make disciples." These 
er for the Memorial church in Houston, trained disciples would then teach others 
Texas, writes this week .about the ex- and the cycle is to continue until the 
treme importance and value of the lord comes back. 
teaching of God's word to all people. We have a nation which is physically 
Those who teach in Bible classes among strong, mentally intelligent, and fi
the churches of Christ need to realize nancially prosperous. Why, then, do we 
just 'how tremendously important their have problems? The basic cause of crimi
work is; just how much they do indeed nality, immorality, unrighteousness, and 
contribute to the welfare of this great injustice is not because of physical and 
nation. In this bicentennial year, it is mental degeneracy. These things exist 
well for all of us to be reminded of the because we have no national program of 
significance of teaching the Word of God moral and spiritual education for the 
to all people. That we may catch a great- masses! . 
er vision of the work, both in value and The churches of Christ are doing their 
scope, is our prayer.-Leonard Mullens, best to educate people in the J<nowl
Box 207, Salado, TX 76571 edge of the lord. Some of the best 

God seeks to reach man by means of teachers in the world are Christians. Even 
education. He taught Adam in relation- with limited facilities and handicapped 
ship to a task in the Garden of Eden and by time, women and men have done a 
he gave him instruction regarding au- tremendous job in preventing further 
thority! that he might ~reely cat of all erosion of our nation through spirilual 
trees m the garden but one (Gen. education. What the public schools and 
2:16, 17). colleges contribute to society is of little 

God's relationship with Abraham's benefit to humanity unless God's truths 
descendants depended upon the teach- are also taught and obedience insisted 
ing process. "I have known him to the upon. 
end that he may command his children It is good to conduct gospel meetings 
and his household after him" (Gen. to preach, but we also need many train-
18:19). ing schools to teach us how to better our 

God gave instructions to Moses at teaching. Growth, ~piritually and nu
Sinai. These were man's first written in- merically, is not accidental. When the 
structions. God provided for the indoc- teaching program of the church is weak, 
trination of Israel through special teach- the church is weai<. Conversely, when it 
ers called "judges" and through a second is strong, the church is strong. When 
group called "wise men." The "wise children of God love teaching, those we 
men" taught God's people for at least teach will Jove learning. 
1000 years. Other teachers were prophets Every teacher in the lord's church oc-
and scribes. cupies a place of great honor. May God 

jesus is called "teacher" 45 times. He bless each one of them. 
trained twelve men to teach. His aim was Box 19263, Houston, TX 77024 

Our Failure to Evangelize ANClL JENKINS 

jesus came to earth with his work 
clearly in mind (Mark 1 :38). He called 
attention to this work by his miracles. 
They were not an end within themselves, 
but validated his message. His earthly 
ministry had one primary goal, to preach 
the gospel. 

After his resurrection he gave his 
apostles the same primary goal. 11 As the 
Father has sent me, even so I you" Uohn 
20:21). They in turn taught us what he 
he taught them (Matt. 28:29, 30). 

Our generation has a poor record of 
success in evangelism. It is a subject we 
have studied, analyzed, criticized and 
still it is largely left undone. The lord 
knows we have tried. We have jumped 
on the evangelism bandwagon every 
time it has come by. Citywide meetings 
were tried in almost every place there 
were more than one congregation. We 
have gone to people's doors and told 
them we were taking a religious census 
when we were really trying to set up a 
Bible study. We have had classes, semi
nars, and workshops to learn how to use 

filmstrips, charts, and the open Bible. 
Still, after all these and many other 
methods, we still are not evangelizing, 
largely because we feel we are not suc
cessful. 

Perhaps a reason for our failure has 
been because we have not properly 
understood the different types of evan
gelism. Three types can be found in the 
New Testament. 

Proclamation Evangelism. There was 
much public preaching in the early days 
of the church. The synagogue and the 
market place provided a ready audience. 
We also have done much of this. Radio, 
television, newspapers, direct mail, are 
all utilized. In fact, an excellent job is 
done with these in most cases. This gets 
attention, but requires additional teach
ing. This method alone will not get the 
job done, any more than a bird can fly 
on one wing. 

Confrontation Evangelism. This is a 
more personal type of evangelism. It in
volves the meeting of strangers on their 
own ground and giving them an oppor-

tunity to hear more about jesus. This 
work is hard. It is filled with many possi
bilities of rejection. Probably over 90% 
contacted will not be interested. It meets 
people who are usually busy with some
thing else. You interrupt them and this 
tends to lower their level of reception. 
Yet, this type of evangelism is neces
sary. Some people do a good job with 
this and more should try.· 

Involvement Evangelism. This is in
volvement with friends, fellow workers, 
and associates. It must involve friend
ship, respect and trust. This friendship 
must be far more than just showing them 
the plan of salvation and dropping them 
if they refuse. In the association caused 
by friendship, they must see the Chris
tian life in us. This can be difficult, 
perhaps more difficult than even con
frontation evangelism. In the former we 
are dealin~ with strangers. In this, we are 
dealing With people who can see any 
differences in what we are and what we 
teach. This type of evangelism must in
volve prayer for our lost friends. It must 
also lead to a presentation of the gos
pel. It may be done by taking them to 
church services. This may involve a Bible 
study in your home or their home. This 
work is not evangelism until they have 
had an opportunity to hear the gospel. 

Perhaps our greatest failure is that we 
have not been willing to be this deeply 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
--~o---

Parent Burnout 
LEON SHARPE 

"Parent burnout" was the topic for 
discussion on a recent TV program. What 
is "parent burnout"? It seems that when 
a parent gets no fun out of being a par
ent, becomes bored with raising children, 
wishes that she/he were doing some-· 
thing else instead, or have any number 
of symptoms that the parent is experi
encing what has been described as 11par
ent burnout." As I listened I picked up 
on the fact that this syndrome appears 
when the family is being oriented by 
extra-biblical standards. When the world 
is too much with us we can expect 
"parent burnout." 

Parent burnout is experienced when 
the children are allowed to control the 
household. When all energies are spent 
going where children want to go, doing 
what children want to do, not only do 
the children become harmfully spoiled, 
but after a while parents find no enjoy
ment in being the pawn of their little 
monsters. Parents were created by God 
to be in charge. 

Parent burnout is experienced when 
the husband is not supportive of the 
wife and mother. When a husband and 
father goes to work for eight to twelve 
hours a day, leaving the wife and mother 
to manage the children alone for eight 
to twelve hours, only to add his demands 
to theirs upon his return, and is not 
supportive of his wife's efforts he hastens 

(Continued on page 12) 
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OUR FAILURE TO EVANGELIZE 
(Continued from page 9) 

involved with non-Christians. If we only 
deal with strangers or only briefly as
sociate with peopl e we teach-rejection 
doesn' t hurt us bad. Involvement evan
gelism takes love-and love has its risks. 

Can we see a reason for our lack of 
effective evangelism? Too often we have 
used only one type. We have believed 
the public meeting or the door-to-door 
work would do the job. A successful pro
gram will involve all three. 

We have also failed in that we have 
not been able to involve goodly num
bers of the church in evangelism. This 
again may have been because we have 
stressed only·one type of work. Not all 
people are gifted enough to work in all 
of these areas. Yet almost everyone can 
be active in one of them. 

May the Lord forgive us .for our past 
failures. May he help us to plan our work 
and work our plan. 
1701 Gold Avenue S.E., Alb.uquerque, 
NM 87106 

WATCH YOUR STEP, PLEASE 
(Continued from page 8) 

openly deplore the Bible, some Chris
tians remain ignorant to its contents
thereby walking through life as fools. 

When the apostles were baptized with 
the Holy Spirit, some observers claimed 
the twelve were drunk. In Acts 2 Peter 
assured the people they weren't drunk, 
but the happening was the fulfillment of 
a prophecy in Joel. It is no mistake that 
Paul exhorts Christians not to be drunk 
with wine but to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Our lesson in Ephesians 5 finds 
parallel in Colossians 3. There Paul com
pares being f illed with the Holy Spirit 
with letting the word of God dwell in 
each Christian richly. The key is not that 
the word dwells through mental activity 
on ly, but that it dwells richly-producing 
the fruit of obedience. But how does th e 
Spirit-filled Christian walk in this l ife? 

Three characteristics of the Spirit
filled Christian, according to the apostle 
Pau l, are singing, thanksgiving, and being 
in subjection. These ideas differ greatly 
from the emotional, " better felt than 
told," mystical concept of the Spirit
f illed Christian. 

Not all singing goes with being Spirit
filled. Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
flow from the Christian's mouth like 

SUNSET SOHOOL OF PREAOHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Director--3728 84th Street 
Lnbbock, TX 79410 

1-806-792-5191 
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fresh water from the snow-capped moun
tain top. The heart makes the melody; 
Christians aren't in ta lent contests for 
aesthetic grades. We often hear non
Christians shout, "Praise the Lord!" How 
tragic that too few Christians thank God 
continuously in the name of Jesus Christ. 
" It's okay if the other fellow serves me," 
some say, "as long as he doesn't expect 
me to serve him." However, the Spirit
filled Christian will, out of fear for Christ, 
serve his brother and sister. 

As Christians our walk on earth can be 
wise. We can redeem the time. No mat
ter what it costs, it's worth the price. We 
can understand the will of the Lord. Th e 
Bible isn't a super-untouchable piece of 
literature. Finally we can live the Spirit
filled life. 

NSA Det., P.O, Box 165, FPO New York, 
NY 09522 

Note to subscribers: Please give your old 
address as well as your new address when 
you m ove. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefi ts. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 / 448·3557. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.31, 1983 
Dec.27, 1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Ha rding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn . 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901·683·1678 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 

~Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-771.5 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-645-9203 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school , Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en 

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send your name and 

address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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INFLUENCE, AUTHORITY, AND 
RESPONSIBiliTY 

(Continued from page 6) 
to make su re that he does not run out of 
something to do. Let deacons give them
selves to spiritual and physical duties 
that need to be done rather than playing 
like " junio.r elders" w ho are proud of 
their deacon badges and w ho have 
found that the safest way for an "officer" 
of the church to conduct himself is to 
say nothing, do nothing, and be nothing. 

Let all of God's children submit to 
Christ's authority, bear the responsibili
ties he has given us, and live in such a 
way that his power and glory may have 
its proper ir:lfluence in the church and 
in the world. 

----.:>-----

PARENT BURNOUT 
(Continued from page 9) 

the arrival of parent burnout. God or
da ined that husbands love/ lend support 
to the wife as family chores and child 
rearing are shared in love. 

Parent bu rnout is experienced w hen 
the wife is not supportive of the hus
band's efforts to provide for the famil y. 
God intended for the wife to encourage 
her husband and to provide emotional 
stability and support. 

Parent burnout is experienced when 
teenage children are allowed to " run 
over" parents and to ignore parental 
guidance. God purposes that parents 
guide and support their teenage chil
dren, and just because one is in his t een 
years does in no way suggest that one is 
mature enough to progress into adult 
life unguided. 

Parent burnout may be experienced 
when God is not allowed to rule the 
fam_ily. It i~ God's will that he guide the 
entue famtly, parents as well as children. 

Parent burnout seems to be an en ti rely 
non-biblical term. When either parents 
or children try to exist at cross-purposes 
with God's teachings, sooner or later, 
one or both wi ll want to quit. Parents 
may want to quit being paren ts, or kids 
may want to qu it being kids. Families 
need to learn God's will for family mat
~ers. Participation in Bible study is very 
tmportant. 
1301 N. 14th St., Frederick, OK 73542 

Nick Craig, Rt. 1, Box 194, Dalhart, Tx 
79022: I have ret ired from secular work 
and am avai lable for meetings, either 
preach ing or leading singing. Th e only 
cost to the congregation would be actual 
expenses. This is a work of the Dalhart 
Church and under the direction of its 
elders. 

At.!..ow (/,.;,.~,. Undergraduate 
C I j ( f) I & Graduate 
.::Jchoo o rl.e!lgion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A.. B.S . M.A .. M Th 
Fult Scnct.atJfltp s Av,,/~01~ Fo r Full r ,m, Slve1enfl on M:~m C1mpu5 

Gl Apptoved 0 11 Ca mpus Prop r•ms A O'lifJ O/e 

Call Collect tor Or. Rex A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery, AL 36117 
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Chester Estes, 502 West Michigan Ave
nue, Muscle Shoals, Ala. 35661: Today I 
have celebrated my 80th birthday. My 
wife, Gladys Mae Chastain Estes and I 
have been married 62 yea rs. I have been 
preaching 61 years. I am able to remem
ber on ly a very few times when I did not 
stand before an audience on Lord's day. 
I have preached jn most of the States, 
have w ritten and published 12 books 
and have on hand 4 unpublished manur 
scripts. The translation of the New Testa
ment from Greek into English, known as 
The Better Version, now in its Third edi-

tion, is the crownir)~ wor~ of .ITlY lit~rary 
achievement. Th e last ~g year.s ~~¥~ peen 
lived here in Muscle Shoals. For 1.0 y~ars , 
I pr~ach~d here for two different con
gregations. For the last 19 years I have 
been preaching for two ~ongr~g?~ion.s 
in Manon county. 

FIBERGLASS 
J;!APTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· fACTQflYpjRECT 

FPfl fREE CA 1 ALOGS 
C"LL fPLL FijE~ 

HAVE YOU HAl) A 
l-B00-442·B9al:i 

(OUTSIOE TEXAS 1·800·527 
OR WRITE 

Three Unusual Days ~= ~~~ 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 501/2687351 

KliDW Anyone Movi11g To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

LARRY BROWN , fJroker 
Res. Pho. 806·353-2029 

35p1 §. {)E)o rgia • Amarillo, TX 79109 
Pl:lone.B06·355·82~1 

Larry Brown is a deacon in th~ Sou,thwest Church of Christ. Re Wright preached 
for 20 years ond nowise member of ,the Centre! Church of Chris_t. - · .J ''-

For your convenience we w ill be happy to meet you et the airport, end/or make 
your reservations for overnight accommodations, Bf]d provide any assistance 
for finding your new home. 

THE 
PREACHER'S 

PERIODICAL 
Resources for Evangelism and Edification 

.featw·es as this year's theme ... 

Effective Expository Preaching for Today 
Each month, THE PREACHER'S PERIODICAL gives A 1Must' Fo-r 

you 40 pages of expositonJ sermon ideas and illustrations .. 
at least 10 full length expositoty sermons per issue plus Every Minister· 
many outlines and other helps. of the Word! 

The contributors are seasoned preachers who have mas- r -----
tered the expository method: W.T. Hamilton, Charles B. I D Send sample 
Hodge, Jr., David Roper, Avon Malone, Jim Bill Mclnteer, 1 $4,00 
and many others. I D Startmyyear's 

These file-sized pages (8 1/2" x 11") will soon become... I subscription for 

A ReseiVoir of Expository Sermon 1 $24.95 
Ideas and Illustrations j ($29;r~:~~~eignJ 

------------------ ~~ 
Name Editor, 1091ndfan Traff, Searcy, AR 12143 
Address T.HE PREACHER'S PERIODICAL is an ideal 
City State __ Zl'p g1ft for the gospel preacher. youth ministu, elder, 

deacon, coffegc or graduate Bible studcnL 
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THE FOUR R'S 
(Continued from page 5) 

the joy is not In completing it, but in 
,~ doing it. . 

The fourth R .is the most Important one 
ef them all. Request. Ask God. Jesus 
once told me that Ged knows my needs 
before I ask him. If he already knows, 
why do I need to tell him? 

Years ago I was a salesman for a major 
company. Before going on the road as a 
salesman I had been a clerk in sales ad
Hiiriistration. One of my tasks was to 
~valuate the Very tletailed sales reports 
c:m tlie. performance of every salesman. 

~ Whe~ I .was on my own route, a lengthy 
report form t::c;lme out from the sales 
manager. It asked all manner of ques
tions, and I had to go over the ~opies of 
my orders to fill in all the blanks. It was 
tedious, unrewarding work. I was doing a 
good job of selling, and my route sheet 
showed a profit every week. One day I 
pointed out to the sales manager that 
he already had all that information on 
the analysis sheets . . . that it was a 

~· waste of my time-my day-off time at 
that-to Lornplele Lhe report. He replied 
with a smile that he seldom read our re
ports, because he already did have the 
Information indeed. Why then, I de
manded, did I have to prepare the re
ports. "So you will know," he said. 

Maybe this is why God wants me to 
verbalize my requests. If my prayer ever 
moves out of the simple shopping-list of 
requests . . . out of the predictable 

rrayers for the sick and the disinterested, 
am going to have to think about them. 

When I think about them I should be 
led into responding to the needs I am 
laying on God. It approaches the pre
posterous to pray that the church will 
grow when I never invite a neighbor to 
worship. It is preposterous to pray for 
the welfare of my grown children when 
I am afraid to talk with them about sub
jects they need to approach objectively. 

Profitable prayer will be thoughtful 
considered prayer. It will come from the 

.. very bottom of my heart and soul. It 
will reflect both my involvement with 
problems and my weakness to solve 
them unaided. 

Is the promise invalid? Is peace that 
passes understanding only a poetic 
phrase? Can it happen to me? 

Today? 
Here and now? 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
"$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Of course it can. When I rejoice-re- Because God says so! 
strain-relax and request. 425 E. First1 Azusa, CA 91702 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2YEARS 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES} 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 

ON 

''GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE'' 
An in-depth study of types and anti-types, emphasizing the 
development and working of God's purpose through the ages. 

PRESENTED BY 

MIKE GLITSCH 
This series of lessons is intended to: 

• STRENGTHEN FAITH 
e BROADEN KNOWLEDGE 
• DEEPEN AWARENE:SS OF GOD'S MAJESTY 
• GIVE PROOFS OF INSPIRATION 

Sponsored by the 8th & HARRISON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

"MIKE GLITSCH is one of the best students of the Bible to be 
found ... very capable in a study of this type." 

-George Bailey 

"MIKE is a one-of-a-kind teacher. He is truly appreciated by 
all who hear him ... go ahead and enjoy a spiritual feast with 
MIKE GLITSCH!" 

-Jack Exum 

To schedule a WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR at your 
congregation write: 

WEEKEND BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
P .0. Box 2226 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
1/512-423-3353 
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6 IN 1 WORKSHOP SCHEDULED 
IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

The church in Pierre, South Dakota, is 
making arrangements to host a joint 
workshop involving congregations in sev
eral states. 

The decision to begin this endeavor 
was made on the basis that the churches 
in this region needed the fellowship, 
teaching, enthusiasm, and motivation 
that sucn a workshop would produce. 

The date is September 23-25, 1983. 
Each class is being designed to meet the 
everyday need of the Christian, with 
some emphasizing the mission aspect of 
Christianity. Topics for the workshop and 
th eir respective organizers are: 

Planning· the work of the · M ission 
Church-Harvey Chi ldress, Dajlas, TX. 

Teens for Christ Reach ing Maturity
Bill Hunter, Dallas, TX. 

Relationships in the Body-John Roz
zell, Aberdeen, SO. 

Adventures in Teach ing-Harold Dall-
mann, Albert Lea MN. · 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tht AME,., Mm11try wor-.s w 1th l a•thlul congregations of the 
Cfturchu ol Cnt~st wnou membe14 on · m•htary II'IStallat•ons 
wonctwto. art wa•tu'lg 10 http your lo ... ed onu - u thty ha-.o 
helptCI wtlh thil solutual and Phys ical n teCIS ol tf'lousands or 
othtts Cluungtne p u t ,.,.., yurs Thts Sef'W'•c:e 11 lttt! 

Seno "'l mt , complete addrus, Phone a nd mlhta ry •nsta lla.tton, 
an(l sp•utual conclltlot). if known along w ith your n ame ,~nd ad· 
(Iran to 

• 
11 

WHITE"S FERRY ROAD ~ 
AMEN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8011 2000 

Wut Momoe. Loulsltna 71~1 

Amrrica.a Military Evangrlli:iDg Natiooo 

'~~===~ 

Biblical Counseling Techniques- Ben 
Wi lliams, St. Louis, MO. 

Women's Ministries-Marcie Mi ller, 
Watertown, SO. 

Keynote speaker: Silas Shotwell, Still
water, OK. Silas will bring three lessons 
on t he subject, "Reach ing Maturity In 
Christ." 

For more information, contact Gena 
Beam, P. 0. Box 751, Pierre, SO, 57S01 
or call (605) 224-5582. 

DICKSONS RETURN TO 
PROMOTE EXTENSION SCHOOL 

In August, the Roger Dickson family 
wil l be returning to the States to discuss 
with brethren the opportunities of inter
national preacher and leadership training 
by extension. The Dicksons will be based 
in West Monroe, LA at the White's Ferry 
Road church of Christ (P.O. Box 2000, 
West Monroe, LA 71291; Phone: 318-
396-6000). 

Brethren who are interested in training 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more· informa· 
lion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 

Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

national preachers and leaders to evan
gelize their own people should contact 
brother Dickson at the above address. 

DO YOU 

Want a.oPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree wirh a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that is 
thoroughly Bible-centered and 
academically excellent? 

M~g~~liii 
Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 289-2896 

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS STUDENTS 

CHRISTIAN BIBLE CENTER 
ARKANSAS IS ON CAMPUS IN FAYETTEVILLE ARKANSAS 

PROVIDING: Fellowship, Devotionals, Counseling, Accredited Bible 
Classes through Harding University, In-dorm Bible Studies, Re
treats, Seminars and many other opportunities for Christian Ser
vice, Activities and Spiritual Growth. 

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
I WILL BE A UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS STUDENT THIS FALL. 

--- ----------------STAT"--------
ZIP ______ _________ PHON.__ _ ________ _ 

SCHOOL ADDRESS: DORM _ ____________ _ RM #------
STREET PT _____ _ 

FR_SOP-H--.JR.__SIL_GRAD __ 

MNO·~------------~-----

SEND TO.: 

" 
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CHRISTIAN BIBLE CENTER 
535 STORER 
FAYElTEVIUE, AR 72701 

I 
I 

SEND IN THIS 
COUPON and let us 
know if you or some
one you know is plan
ning to be at the 
University of Arkansas 
this fall. We wi ll send 
information and be 
ready to assist in any 
manner. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 9, 1983 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
YUltiA., ARIZ.. 051 W. :Sth St. Sunda7-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:3-() p.m. Ph. 344-3'160 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especlnlly to acc:ommodate c:ong~gationa 

o.dvertiaing meeting places. preachers seeking work or c:ongregationa seeking preac:hen. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

The Church of Christ in laredo, Texas has immediate 
ope"!ing. for a full.-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
ap~hcatcons and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
~~r~~~~~s Avenue,. Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 

VA€ATIONING In "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania? 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church o Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 166S2. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:4S. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOD - KILLEEN. TEXAS 
Southside Church of Christ 1505 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW .JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
2 01-63 6::·~26:;..;:8;.:.8~. =~:-:-:::---::---::--==--=~ 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dnblln Road 

Plen111nnton. Cn11fo1'1lln 94560 
.Tames W. Ferguson. Sr., Director 

.ATT'N. MTLTTARV-UPTOWN CHURr.R OF 
GHRTST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 8680 N. "E." 
Rt. Sunda.y 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. WPtl. 7:00 
P.M. Ca.ll 888-2!i!i0 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 

ltfETRO-DENVER AREA 
Enl!'lewol)d Church of Chrf11t. 
46!l0 S. Logan 808-789-4749 

Mae Bartee. Evanl!'elfst 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~omery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462·0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Retirement Approachingl 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-S116 or (602) 432-2994. 
A.LA.SKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. wm contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alnska 99510. 
Phnne 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
EVA.NS''ILLE. IND •• 2205 E. ltlorJrnn Ave .. 
U.S. 400 Enst Oppo111lte K-Itlnrt •. Office 4'1'1-
52'11. Dobby Wnde, Min. 4'10-4050. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
Istry?" Write Box 198S, Richardson, Texas, 7S080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for fret! 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-July 15, 1983. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife team heavy on 
personal work and grounding in the faith. Contact Bob 
Ekman,. 40S/732-S709. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an Immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-SS30 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 
Preacher available: Over 25 yrs. exp., no hobbies, 
married, 2 children. Tapes & resume on request. 
Buddy Chisholm, 710 NW 5th, Wilson, Ok. 73463, 
40S·668-3164. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Interested in local or for~ign 
work. Harding CCP grad. 12 yrs. exp. loca! and fore1~n. 
23 baptisms In past yr. local and fore1gn campa1gn 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cultural traininR;. 
Wife teacher in Christian school. 2 older sons are 
Christians. 36 yrs. old. Excellent references. Jim layton, 
23SO San Marcos Camino #14, Pensacola, Fl. 32S07. 
(904) 4S3·3691. 

Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

WANTED: Preacher, Luton Church of Christ, Luton, 
England. Sponsors needed. Please contact Keith Rig
don, Box 1434, APO NY 09193. 

Wanted: Semi or retired minister to work with a 
small church at Girard, Texas 79S18. 3 bedroom house 
and utilities furnished. Salary is negotiable. If inter
ested, call elders, 806 284-2537 or 284-2310 or 
237·6427. Box 337. 
NEEDED: Support for .American preacher In India. 
Contact Dale Stang, 201 Yerger Drive, Bozeman, Mon
tana, 406 S87 -8717, 
The Church of Christ in Hempstead, Texas is now inter
viewing preachers for a full-time ministry. Interested 
parties may submit inquiries or applications to: Hemp
stead Church of Christ, P. 0. Box S58, Hempstead, 
Texas 7744S, attn: James Smith. 
FAITHFUL BRITISH couple with four children would 
like to locate in America and needs a USA sponsor 
for immigration purposes. He is an excellent builder 
and remodeling of homes specialist. They have both 
been faithful Christians for 15 years. and have a happy 
and hard working disposition. USA contact for refer
ences: Alan Daniell, P.O. Box 314, Cave City, KY 
42127. Tel: (S02) 773-320S. 
Minister needed for small congregation. limited salary. 
Please send a current resume, references to Church of 
Christ, c/o Ted Goode, Rt. 2, Box 33 A, Holly, Colo
rado 81047. Call 303·727-S381. 
FOR SALE-ABDICK Tabletop offset duplicator model 
310. ABO Model 166 convertor, 67SM Mastermake, and 
supplies. 4 years old. $2,2SO.OO. Write Church of 
~;6b~': 3506 So. 28th Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 

Let us print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free 
sample directory. Spangler Church Directory Print
ing Service. P.O. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 ar 
eaiJ (916) 885-5776. 
Traveling thru Florida? Worship at Alachua Church 
of Christ, 2 mi. east of I-7S, exit (441) between lake 
City & Gainesville. 9.;.,04==·=4=62;:.·~3=32;;.;6::,':-:--~=-=-=,...,.,===--

CHURCH OF- CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles· 90004 
Sunday: Classes lOAM Worship 11 AM 6 PM 

Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale Linge 
Tel. (213) 463-6352 

PREACHER AVAILABLE-Graduating Preston Road School 
of Preaching in early August. 2Y1 yrs. at l.C.C. Married, 
one child. Call Ron Guzman, 214-234-2952. 
THE ASH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST in Wilson, Okla. 
has opening for full-time preacher. Contact elders at 
229-0761 or 668·2873. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry D.eason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 1206S. 
THE COLLEGE CHURCH OF CHRIST in Montgomery, lo
cated adjacent to the campus of Alabama Christian 
College, is searching for a full-time preacher to be 
employed as early as convenient. The church would 
like to hear from anyone interested in applying who 
has a bachelor or higher degree. A minimum of five 
years congregational experience is required. Salary is 
open. Information desired by the elders may be ob
tained by calling (205) 272-S820, or 1-800-824-0387. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FULL TIME PREACHER is needed by the lakeview, 
Oregon Church of Christ. Sunday morning average 
atte"!dance is about 45. Lakeview is a ranching and 
loggmg town of about 2,800 people with an additional 
1,SOO population In the surrounding rural area. Preacher 
will be paid a modest salary by the Lakeview Church or 
could be partially supported by another church. Con
tact Kerry Clark, 1160 South "E", lakeview, Oregon 
97630. Phone 503-947-461S. 

Retired college English teacher, 63, seeking work with 
church that desires plain Bible-centered preaching from 
one with 42 years teaching experience. Self-supJ)orting 
except for housing. Orlan Sawey, P. 0. Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369 or 488-3067 • 

THE MOST SENSIBLE commentary ever written on the 
book of Revelation. You will appreciate it. 461 pages, 
cloth bound. Order from the author, Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 787S8. $15.00 plus $1.00 
postage. Texas re~idents include tax, 
NEW TESTAMENT GREEK ;.;:c;;.:o;;.:u;;.:rs:....es=n=-o-w-o-;:ff;-e-re-:d;-t':':'h-ro-u-g'h 
correspondence. Credit given through the SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING GRADUATE EXTENSION DE
PARTMENT. Diploma given with the completion of ten 
courses. For information write: John Hobbs, 1609 King
ston, Grand Prairie, Texas, 750S1. 
EVANGELIST TO WORK on University campus. Qualifi
cations: love the lost. Earliest starting date: August 15. 
~~~g~~ of Christ, P.O. Box 31, Warrensburg, MO 

PREACHER WANTED 
In Grant( Michigan for ·uncoln Street church of Christ. 
We are ooking for a semi-retired or partly supportJve 
preacher. Resume or references a must. We furnish 
house and all utilities paid. For more information call 
Harold Burlbaw at 616/856-4523 or write Lincoln St. 
Church of Christ, 126 SL, Grant MI. 49327. 
EVANGELIST WANTED: Mature, experienced man 
wanted for a small congregation (60) located in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Must be active In per
sonal work. House, Utilities, and Salary. Contact Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1173, Front Royal, Va. 22630. Phone: 
703-63S-8227. 

GUILD JOINS COLUMBIA 
CHRISTIAN ADMINISTRATION 

PORTLAND, Ore.-Ciaude A. Guild, 
minister and missionary, began serving 
july 1 as a special assistant to Michael C. 
Armour, president of Columbia Christian 
College. 

At Columbia, Guild's work will be in 
the areas of growth and development. 
He will work with individuals, corpora
tions and churches to encourage support 
of Christian education at Columbia. 

Guild's relationship with Columbia 
began in the 1950s when he served six 
years as its vice president. Since 1977 
he has been a board member. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

·. 

APPliCATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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A BROT D PLE 
WILL YOU HELP THE CHINESE KNOW ABOUT CHRIST? 

One billion souls without Christ! One billion souls without God's written word! 
n 1979 the Laurel Church of Christ in Knoxville, Tennessee sent the 

Jack McGhee family to Hong Kong. Since then they have steadily 
worked to strengthen the Chinese brethren while actively proclaiming 
the Gospel to the lost in both Hong Kong and mainland China. In 1981 
the Northeast Church of Christ in Detroit, Michigan joined in this great 
effort of taking Christ to China. Together, they continue to build up 
the Lord's church while reaching out in an evangelistic way to the one 
billion lost souls of China. Communist China has annou nced their full 
intention to regain complete sovereignty over Hong Kong by or before 
1997. This means that we may only have 14 years to work freely on 
the border of Red China. Perhaps God is holding open the door this 
long to see what his people will do in preaching the Gospel to the 
greatest population of people on the earth. We know what we as a 
brotherhood can do when presented with a great challenge. Our con
tributions to buy food for the Christians in Poland and our recent 
success with the church exhibit at the World's Fair are good examples 
of what we can do """Jhen we unite ir. o serious effort to c:chieve high 
goals for our Lord and His kingdom. We ask you to join hands once 
again as we do our all to respond to this enormous opportunity ou r 
Savior has set before us. Will you help these brethren and the McGhees' 
who, first of all, live there and know the field; 
secondly, know the Chinese brethren and their real 
thirdly, know what really can be done and wh 
is being done inside China and finally, are 
already actively involved in major nrnnr:.md 

of evangelism for the Chinese. 

CORRESPONDENCE & ADVERTISING 

• Over 1,000 pieces of 
mailed out monthly 

• Thousands of tracts distributed 
by hand 

• Advertising through news papers, 
posters, tram cars, buses, ferries, 
trains, etc., etc. 

• Follow up from radio program 

It is our prayer that you will urgently consider this 
plea. We truly need your prayers and your support in 
this major program of evangelizing one billion souls. 
We ask ·every congregation of the Lord's body to help 
us fulfill the GREAT COMMISSION in a GREAT 
WAY. 
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CHINESE LITERATURE PROGRAM 

• Professional translation 

• The most modern Chinese com
puter typesetting and printing 
equipment 

preachers to insure 
sound doctrine 

• Already distributing and sup
plying literature in Hong Kong, 
China, Taiwan, Singapore, and 
the U.S.A. 

• Regular trips to Red China 

• More than 2,000 Bibles and 
many more tracts delivered to 
contacts in China. 

• Missionary efforts to ten major 
cities in China. 

• Bible studies conducted in hotel 
rooms, lobbies, parks, rest-
aurants, univers1t1es, private 
homes and taxis. 

Sponsored by: LAUREL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. BOX 10683 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37919 
PHONE 615/524-1122 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 9, 1983 
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lHESE ARE THE ·ACTIVE MALE MEMBERS OF THE llECE, BEl
GIUM CHURCH OF CHRIST, which recently conducted a Gos
pel meeting in this French-speaking city of 450,000. These 
men worked together planning the 12 day effort, with the 
American :evangelist, Richard Wolfe, functionin g only in an 
advisory capacity. 

Austin, Texas, August 16, 1983 
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The Sectarian Spirit 
We would search in vain for a monolithic mold for 

twentieth ·century Christianity in the patterns of the first 
century church. There were no set forms of worship, or 
work or even of church organization. The cultish exclu
siveness of judaism often clashed with Catholic trans
culturianisms of Christianity. When it did, brethren held 
a conference and came up with a compromise. They 
didn't split the church. 

In congregation after congregation some ate meat 
and some only herbs. Some observed special days while 
others counted all days the same. Paul was not incon
sistent when he circumcised Timothy to satisfy the jews 
and refused stubbornly to circumcise Titus to satisfy the 
jews. 

jesus and the Gospel cannot be shut up in a closed 
system devised by men. Christianity grew by leaps and 
bounds until men began to organize it. It was not until 
about the third century A.D. that organization began to 
destroy the church. Organization produced institution
alism and institutionalism produced centralized control 
and authority. Pure Christianity began to exhibit the 
works of sectarianism, and complete apostasy was in
evitable. 

The restoration movement was a powerful attempt to 
break the shackles of sectarianism. It brought a fresh 
breath of pure, unadulterated Christianity, Apostolic 
liberty was briefly restored The gospel, not the organ
ization was front and center. jesus Christ was preached 
and people were exhorted to follow him alone. 

But now all that is changing. The human element 
is again getting in the way and we are concerning our
selves with form and organization-and authority and 
power. The movement may be evolving into an institu
tion. Issues develop power struggles, and men-followers 
line up in opposing camps. Restoration grows old quick
ly. The re-occurring illness of the body threatens the 
resoration movement. Orthodoxy attempts to establish 
unity of faith· and practice. And those who presume that 
they are somewhat among us seek to whip everyone else 
in line. Apostasy is in the wings again. Heirs of the re
restoration movement are even now traveling a variety 
of different roads. 
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If we think unity consists of conformity in worship 
patterns, methods of work or even church organization 
we are mistaken. We can't find such patterns in the Bible 
or in the New Testament Church. Systematic theology 
and even unity of church doctrine are products of human 
tampering rather than divine revelation. Credalizing pro
cedures are not found in the New Testament. Our ardent 
champions of orthodoxy, overzealous to suppress heresy 
would drive us further into sectarianism. 

The sectarian spirit makes war on the great churches. 
Anyone who is doing anything comes in for his share of 
criticism. We have become a people dried into a mold 
of conservatism and custom. We can't stand the strain of 
anything new. We will crucify those who dare to suggest 
that there might be a better way of doing things. When 
a hatchet man lowers his axe on the roof of some good 
church, he will demolish it and all its work if his mali
ci-ous acts are not resisted. It will not only be the object 
of his wrath that suffers; the whole church will suffer. 

In a world crying for bread, we must not give it a 
stone. It would do no good to encompass heaven and 
earth to make a proselyte to a sectarian position. Unless 
we can maintain the totally free and totally non sectarian 
nature of the early church we have little reason to exist 
at all. If we maintain it we will have to learn to toler~te a 
lot of leeway in the way different groups of brethren do 
things. African churches will not buy some of our meth
ods. Chinese churches are going to be Chinese. And 
some American churches are going to have to learn to 
live with other congregations with other ways of doing 
things. Anywhere there is life there are different ways of 
doing things and the constant clash of differences. Breth
ren must learn to tolerate differences. If they can't the 
movement is on the brink of senility. 

We feel that the great struggle of the next quarter 
century will be to keep the church from drifting further 
into sectarianism, and from becoming just another big 
denomination. Total undenominational Christianity is 
fully as hard to maintain today as it was in the first cen
tury. They couldn't do it. We may not be able to do it. 
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Disciple-Makers An Endangered Species 
JOHN GREENWOOD 

"It's a shame" "A crying shame!" 

Such are the comments we hear ourselves exclaiming when 
we read the articles and watch the television documentaries 
describing the plight of the sperm whales, the Bald Eagles and 
the Snail-darters that we fear are nearing extinction. We are 
incensed, and so we should be. Our morally sensitive Chris
tian minds are appalled at the way our fellow human beings 
have mistreated the sperm whale, the bald eagle, and the snail 
darter. Yet, as Christians we are not shocked, because we 
know how cruel and uncaring people can be who are apart 
from God, and we feel thankful-perhaps a little smug-that 
we as true Christians are not like that. We are relieved to see 
our powerful federal government take decisive, protective 
action for these endangered species. 

But let's be honest: Have not we in the church made those 
joyful and effective disciple-makers of our number an en
dangered species? Have we not actively participated in, or at 
least allowed for them to be constantly criticized, gossiped 
about, slandered, distrusted to the point that they become 
discouraged and quit? By allowing it to happen are we any 
less responsible than those actively engaged in the hunt? 

We are talking about disciple-makers-you know, those 
who are correctly applying the Great Commission found in 
Matthew 28:18-20. The disciple-makers are those who bring 
others to Jesus Christ, baptize them, and in turn they become 
disciple-makers, who in turn make disciple-makers. We are 
not talking about any particular individual, movement, or 
any one congregation in the church. No! It is the hope of this 
writer that every congregation be full of disciple-makers. But 
this can only happen when we realize their worth to God and 
start protecting them. 

Do they not need protection coming from their brothers 
and sisters wherever they may be? After all, are they not the 
ones fulfilling the Great Commission of our Lord? Isn't it im
portant to protect people who are fulfilling the Great Commis
sion of our Lord? 

jesus obviously "counted the cost" of discipleship with the 
rich young ruler in Mark the 10th chapter and with the hun
dreds of disciples lollowing him in John 6. We agree that any 
person considering becoming a Christian must repent and 
that they must understand a lifetime commitment is involved. 
But nowhere do I read in the disciple-making, cost-counting 
process prior to becoming a Christian a warning that they 
should be prepared to receive persecution from their own 
brothers and sisters in Christ. It's just not there! Why? Be
cause in God's design for the church there is to be praying for 

one another, not gossip; encouragement, not attacks; building 
up, not tearing down; protection, not destruction. God has 
designed the church for the disciple-makers to !want to keep 
producing and reproducing, adding and multiplying disciples. 

We preach in glowing terms how wonderful the family of 
God is and that the non-Christian will see a contrast to the 
dog-eat-dog world he is accustomed to. Yet, when that non
Christian puts on jesus Christ in true conversion and begins 
making other disciples he immediately becomes labelled as 
fanatic, radical, and possibly cultic. Isn't he doing what he's 
supposed to do? With such pressure coming from within the 
family of God the privilege and joy of making disciples often 
gets replaced by a feeling of having to do it out of command 
and the need to "set a good example." The best motivation is 
gone, the joy is gone and the disciple-making gradually dis
appears as well. The family of God once described to him in 
glowing terms begins to lose its glow, and the contrast it used 
.to have with the world loses its vividness. The disciple-makers 
thus become an endangered species. 

These disciple-makers need protection! They need elder
ships not only supporting them, but with them, standing up 
for them at all costs. Why? Because, despite their imperfec
tions, these men and women are fulfilling the Great Commis
sion. They need protection! They need leaders who are in de
mand as speakers across the brotherhood standing up for 
them. Why? Because these men and women are fulfilling the 
Great Commission. They need protection! They need an entire 
brotherhood realizing the importance of the Great Commis
sion being fulfilled. They need their entire brotherhood, every 
Christian, obeying the Great Commission, because only dis
ciple-makers can completely empathize with disciple-makers. 
But isn't that what God had in mind in the first place, that 
every Christian be involved in the disciple-making process? 
No! That every Christian be committed to the disciple-making · 
process? NO! THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN BE A DISCIPLE
MAKER? YES! 

The protection disciple-makers need will take care of itself 
when all Christians become disciple-makers. There will be no 
idleness. There will be no "house divided against itself." When 
all Christians are disciple-makers then the church will be the 
united, encouraging, incendiary fellowship God designed it to 
be. There will be· no time for anything less. Disciple-makers 
will not be an endangered species in the church of our Lord. 
"They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint," and the sky will 
be their only limits. 

5101 West Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 27410 

3 [559) 



Are You Saved? MIKE TUNE 

When asked this question I usually 
reply "saved from what?" It's not an 
attempt to be funny or caddish, but it is 
an honest attempt to get people to be 
more careful Bible students. Usually the 
questioner means "Are you going to 
heaven?" But the Bible never uses 
"saved" in that way. 

When one is saved, he is rescued, al
ways from imminent danger. You can't 
be saved from hell because you are not 
in hell. just like you can't be saved from 
drowning if you are never in the water. 
But the Bible does speak of those who 
are saved. What are they saved from? 

jesus is said to save people from their 
sins. The importance of this salvation is 
revealed by the Lord in John 8:21. jesus 
said, "I am going my way and you will 
look after me and die in your sins. Where 
I am going you cannot come." The idea 
here is that sin will keep one from 
being with the Lord. The eternal inheri
tance and home with God will be for
feited by those who die in their sins. 

Sin, then, is the danger from which 
mankind needs rescue and it is precisely 
for that reason jesus came to earth. In 
future studies we will see how jesus ac
complishes that rescue in our lives. 

One final point: One cannot be res
cued from a danger he is not in. There
fore, one cannot be saved from sin he 
has not yet committed. The idea of "once 
saved always saved" must then be fal
lacious. 

Salvation and Grace 

It is unfortunate that over the years 
God's grace has been so misunderstood 
and depreciated by those who claim to 
be partakers of it. Grace is rightly per
ceived as unearned favor and when 
related to salvation by God refers to the 
fact that while none of us earned it or 
deserved it, God did what was necessary 
to save us anyway. "God commended 
his love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Some have misunderstood grace, per
ceiving that the more sinful a person is, 
the more grace is bestowed upon him. 
Therefore, they continue in sin thinking 
they continue to receive God's grace all 
the while. God's grace, however, is given 
with the expectation that one will no 
longer continue in sin, but live according 
to our Lord's will. 

Still others have depreciated grace by 
elevating the importance of man's works 
above grace. One cannot work so as to 
deserve God's favor. There is nothing 
we can do to merit the salvation God has 
so abundantly provided. There is no way 
God can ever be in our debt. Works of 
righteousness are not co-equal with 
God's grace in salvation, even though 
they play an important role. The value 
of God's grace will always be more than 
we could ever do in return. 
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Then there are those who believe they 
are too sinful for even God to save. 
God's grace is great enough to save the 
worst of us. Paul said ''I thank Christ ... 
that he considered me faithful, appoint
ing me to his service. Even though I was 
once a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
violent man, I was shown mercy. The 
grace of our lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ." 

Salvation by grace is freely offered to 
you by God. Won't you consider accept
ing it? In future lessons we will show you 
how. 

Salvation and Works 

Salvation is free. It cannot be earned 
or deserved. It relates to God's forgive
ness of past sins. Sin is such a horrible 
crime in the eyes of God that not even 
our own death could pay the penalty, so 
God paid it for us. As a result of Christ's 
death on the cross our salvation from sin 
is possible and God offers that salvation 
to us freely. All we have to do is accept 
it. 

When we speak of accepting the grace 
of God, too often people get the impres
sion that we mean one just says (if not 
in word, then in deed) "Thank you God 
for your salvation. I didn't ask for it or 
earn it, but if you are going to give it 
anyway I'll take it. But now don't expect 
anything in return because if you· do I'll 
have earned it and that wouldn't be free 
grace would it?" 

Though God's grace is free, it must be 
accepted. Acceptance does not imply the 
gift is any less than free. The way to 
accept his grace is clearly spelled out by 
the lord and it involves "works" on our 
part. The scriptures literally ring with 
this word and its importance for our 
salvation. One must believe in Christ to 
be saved and belief is a work. We are 
told to work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling; our faith is evi
denced by our works and an unworking 
faith cannot save and we purify our 
souls by obeying the truth, and as a re
sult are born again. 

By accepting God's grace in God's 
way, God saves us from our sins and 
from that point on the lord expects us to 
live as he has decreed, according to his 
will. Those who refuse to do these works 
fall from the saving power of God's 
grace (Ephesians 5:4). 

Salvation and Faith 

Though the theologians of Christen
dom may continue to war over distinc
tions between "faith" and "works," the 
word of God knows of no such distinc
tions. Grace, faith, and works are in
separably intertwined in God's plan for 
saving man. Our text passage points out 
to wishy-washy Christians of the first 
century that simple mental assent to the 

oneness of God and the deity of Christ 
is not enough to save a man. Even the 
devil believes in these things. Therefore 
one can reasonably conclude that the 
faith which saves is not a faith that just 
believes. 

Abraham, was asked to sacrifice his 
only son to God. Abraham believed that 
God would give him many descendants, 
even though he had at that time only 
one son of promise. He believed God 
could and would, if necessary, raise Issac 
from the dead (Hebrews 11 :19). But that 
belief alone was not enough. Abraham 
was not justified by his faith until he 
acted, demonstrating his trust in God. 

One may believe that Christ was the 
son of God and that he died for the sins 
of mankind. One may believe that God 
forgives sins through the blood of that 
son; but until that belief is demon
strated in one's own life by doing what 
is necessary to come into contact with 
that blood, such belief is worthless and 
dead. Faith is trusting belief demon
strated by active obedience. Only that 
faith can save. 

Being Saved 

In Acts 2, we have a sermon by the 
Apostle Peter. The design of this sermon 
was to show that jesus (now having been 
crucified) was the Christ of the Old Tes
tament. He proved this point by using 
evidence from the Old Testament show
ing that the Christ had to suffer and die 
and rise again and then he pointed out 
that Jesus had done just that. The dem
onstration of miraculous powers by the 
Apostles also proved that Christ was the 
Son of God. The sermon was success
ful. Convinced that they had killed the 
lord of Hosts, the crowd cried out: 
"What shall we do?" Peter told them: 
"Repent and be baptised every one of 
you in the name of jesus Christ for the 
remission of your sins." Later we learn 
that this baptism was an immersion in 
water. Saul was told that it washed away 
sins and Peter said that such action 
"saves" men. 

It's not the water that saves. Naaman 
was not cured of his leprosy by the 
waters of the Jordan and water today, no 
matter where it is, carries no spiritual 
curative powers. The water doesn't save, 
God's grace does. But that grace only 
saves those who obey. 

Do you need your sins washed away? 
Do you believe that God can and will 
wash away your sins? Will you demon
strate your trust and do as God has 
asked? Will you be immersed in water 
for the remission of your sins? This is the 
way to salvation from the sins which 
condemn us. This is the way to God's 
grace. Thanks be to God for it! 

Staying Saved 

Once a person has been saved, is 
there ever the possibility that he might 
not ~et to go to heaven? The answer is 
11yes." 

One cannot be saved from sins he has 

.. 

• 
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He Lives! W . H A RLAND D ILBECK 

We are ambivilent about a song which is perhaps more 
popular w ith sectarians · than w ith members of the Lord's 
church. We like all the words down to the very last sentence, 
which, depending upon one's v iewpoint may or may not undo 
all its teaching and praise: 

" I serve a risen savior, he's in the world today; I kn ow that 
he is living, whatever men may say; I see his hand of mercy, 
I hear his voice of cheer, And just the time I need him he's 
always near. In all th e wo'rld around me I see his loving care, 
And tho' my heart grows weary I never wi ll despair; I know 
that he is leading, thru all the stormy blast, The day of his 
appearing w ill come at last. Rej oice, rejoice, 0 Christian, l ift 
up your voice and sing Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the 
King! The hope of all w ho seek him, the help of all who f ind, 
None other is so loving, so good and kind. He lives. He lives. 
Christ j esus lives today! He walks w ith me and ta lks w ith me 
along li fe's narrow way. He lives, sa lvation to impart! You ask 
me how I know he lives? He lives w ithin my heart." 

Aye, and there's t he rub! A better felt than to ld rel igion is 
hard to sell to a pragmatic world and puts us into the w itness
ing and testifying business of the charismat ics. Ask many sec
tarians what they mean by a resurrection . They w i ll t ell you 
that they believe in the liv ing principles of Chris t, o r that they 
believe that his soul lives on, or that he rose from the dead 
in the same way Santa Claus comes down the chimney at 
Christmas t ime, ad infinitum. 

The meaning of " resurrection" determi nes the meaning of 
how Christ " l ives." The word RESURRECTI ON, per se, means 
a rising from the dead, a return f rom the dead, a com ing forth 
f rom the dead and assumes that the person risi ng has died. 
There can be no resurrection unless and until someone has 
died. To speak of the resurrection of anyone who has died is 
to speak of the resurrection of that person's body. There never 
was and never can be the RESURRECTION OF A SPIRIT. Mod
ernists claim to believe in the resurrection of Christ, but they 
do not believe at all in the resurection of h is body. They sim
ply believe that he lives on through his teachings or that his 
soul is st ill living. What, then, do we tell the world w hen we 
offer as proof that Christ lives w ithin our hearts? 

Paul deals with this adm irab ly in 1 Cor. 15. If Christ can be 
said to have conquered death then his own body had to have 
been delivered f rom th e power of death. The em pty tomb 
can be accounted for in no other way. Unless his body was 
raised f rom death for his post-resurrection appearances and 
ascension into heaven, he did not conquer death. 

Of the three great themes of Paul's address at Ath ens-the 
creation, a righteous judgment to come, and the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead, on ly the resurrection strictly belongs 
to the realm of HISTORY. The creation was an actual event and 
the judgment is sure to come, but what is actually history had 
not begun at the creation because. man was not on earth and 
history is the recording of events. Today, the importance of 
historical certainty is pragmatically insisted upon. Nothin g in 
all past history of mankind is accepted unless it is cert ified 
w ith indisputab le historical evidence. "Forasmuch as many 

have taken in hand to draw up a narrative concerning those 
matters \•vhich have been fu lfi lled among us, even as they 
delivered them unto us who from the beginn ing were eye 
wi tnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me 
also, having traced the course of all things accurately from the 
first, to write unto thee in order .. . that th ou mightest know 
th e certainty concern ing the things wherein thou wast instruct
ed." (Luke 1 :1-4). And so the origins of Christianity and the 
person of j esus Christ are given added conf irmat ion. One 
thing is certain- jesus belongs to the realm of history We 
know when he lived. We know where he was born, in a real 
town, not in som e myth ical place. We know w here " he ad
vanced in w isdom and stature and in favor w ith God and 
man." W e know where he worked as a carpenter. Every court 
document, every newspaper, every letter and every monu
ment that bears a date add their testimony to the reali ty of 
what the world refers to as the historic Christ. 

Not only did he l ive, but he also died. And we know more 
abou t the detai ls surround ing his death than we know of any 
mere man in all th e ancient world. We know of h is conversa
tions with his disciples th e day before his death. We know of 
the establishment of the Lord's Supper, the agony of his night 
in Gethsemane and th e attitude of the people w ho came to 
arrest him. We know of his betrayal with a kiss. We are told 
abou t the f ive trials through which he went. We even know 
the name of an obscure Simon of Cyrene w ho carried his 
cross part of the way to his death. We know of the two men 
who were crucifi ed with him, what he said on the cross, and 
what was said to him. We know what the soldiers did at his 
crucifix ion and w hat the women felt. We are to ld of the dark
ness that came over the ea rth, the earthquake that shook the 
ci ty and how the veil of the temple was rent. Noth ing about 
h is death, burial and bodily resurrection is mythical or even 
theological. It is all solid, definite, h istorical fact. 

Something happened to the body of jesus when it was re
moved from th e cross. We are told that it was placed in the 
new tomb of j oseph of Arimathaea. On Sunday morning, that 
tomb was found .to be empty! No one, believer, scoffer, skep
tic or critic can deny these historical facts. The reality of the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ may be judged as may the 
reality of any other historical event. The evidence for deter
mining the actions of Caesar at Gaul, the sacking of Rome by 
the Goths, or w hat happened to Napoleon at W aterloo, are 
the criteria by w hich we determine the events of the resur
rection. 

Those w ho are being d isarmed with all kinds of skeptical as
sertions and unjustified accusations concern ing the MYTHICAL 
aspects of Christianity should be made to see that in th is event 
- the greatest of all m iracles- we are face to face w ith def
inite, historical data. Paul tells us these th ings were not done 
in a corner, we are told that they were in the presence of 
many w itnesses. 

"Christiani ty knew its savior and Redeemer not as some god 
whose history was contained in a mythical faith, w ith rude, 
primitive, and even offensive elements, as were the stories of 
Attis or Osiris, and to a degree of Dionysus. No remote or foul 
myth obt ruded itself on the Christian be liever; h is faith was 
founded on posit ive, historical and acceptab le facts." Yes, he 
lives in my heart, he also lives in his glorified body in heaven. 

4542 Ledge Ave., N. Hallwood, CA 91602 
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In Order To ... Or~ Because Of? 
BASIL 0. SWEATT 

Does it really matter? Some individuals say that it does mat
ter in particular applications. The purpose of this discussion is 
to show that as a principle of life, it makes a difference in 
many important applications. 

"In order to ... or, because of" gets at the motivation for 
doing something; that is, the reason why we act. It may have 
to do with whether one is acting out of necessity or by free
dom of choice. It could well imply blind obedience to a com
mand, or to action which is the response of an understanding, 
sensitive heart. · 

The reason why we act often determines the quality of the 
outcome, as well as the quality of the atmosphere in which we 
act. It often determines whether the action is accompanied by 
a spirit of willingness or that of reluctance; of pleasantness or 
of grumbling; whether it is done quickly or slowly; whether 
there is thanksgiving, or ingratitude; a sense of submission, or 
that of rebellion; generosity, or covetousness. 

The Israelites 
The Israelites demonstrated a slave mentality in their reac

tions to Moses. After their deliverance from Egyptian bondage 
by the mighty hand of God, they grumbled, complained, and 
rebelled. In their minds they returned to Egypt. They loathed 
the bread God gave them. They preferred Egyptian garlic and 
onions-servitude included-to the deliverance, care, and life 
which God offered. Did motivation and the related attitudes 
make a difference among the redeemed Israelites? To what 
extent did these factors have a bearing upon their entry into 
the Promised Land and/ or their final destiny? 

Our attitudes and motives are important in the way in 
which we serve the Lord and in our relationship with him. 

Singing 
Consider the implications of the motivation anc related 

attitudes as they pertain to singing. See Eph. 5:19 and Col. 
3:16. Although we often use these passages to refer to singing 
in the corporate worship, the context of each passage clearly 
refers to the everyday activities of the individual Christian. 
Paul describes the quality of life in God's family. In the every
day routines of life, does one make melody in the heart "be
·cause of ... or, in order to"? What a difference motivation 
makes! Does one sing with the spirit of slavery, or with the 
spirit of sonship? · 

Giving 
Reflect on the act of giving. Paul instructed the Corinthians 

(and us, through them) to give "not grudgingly, nor of neces
sity, for God loves a cheerful giver." jesus gave a glimpse of 
the judgment scene. Individuals appeared to be surprised that 
they had been judged as "sheep" or as 11goats." Would this 
scenario suggest that motivations and related attitudes make an 
important difference in our sensitivity and attentiveness to 
the needs of others? In II Cor. 8:12, Paul indicates that God 
accepts what a person has, so long as there is an eager desire 
to give. Furthermore, there is strong indication that a person 
will always be rich enough to be generous (II Cor. 9:11, NEB). 
What are the motivational factors associated with generosity? 
Is generosity "in order to, or because of?" What is it that 
causes one person to be openhandedly generous, and another 
to be graspingly stingy? Motivations of life? 
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Lord's Supper 
Does it -make a difference in the Lord's Supper? Hear the 

Lord: " ... in remembrance of me." Is it 11in or to ..• or 
because of"? What is the motivational thrust? What are the 
related attitudes? What is it that is really important about the 
Lord's Supper? Important enough to .cause Christians to take 
action each Sunday? Does a Christian participate in the Lord's 
Supper in order to be reminded, or because he has remem
bered? Would the answer to this question be important to the 
Lord? Would the answer to this question be important in 
"partaking in a worthy manner"? 

Love 
"In order to ... or because of"? Does it make a difference 

in the way we love one another? 11A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another," said Jesus. How 
should we interpret this? Can love be commanded? or de
manded? What motivates our love? a requirement? Does an 
individual love because it is required or for some other rea
son? 11Even though I ... but have not love." Does this indicate 
something about the motivational thrust and the related atti
tudes for being-a loving person? Does it make a difference in 
the quality of our love? 

Life 
Consider the windows through which we view life. Do we 

see a life filled with necessities and obligations? Is life just one 
long, continuous burden? Or, is life filled with opportunities, 
challenges, and freedom? jesus asserted that he came to bring 
life that his followers might have life abundantly. What dif
ference does our motivational thrust make in finding the life 
which jesus intended that his people have? Was life intended 
to be a joy to share, or a burden to bear? Did jesus intend that 
his followers be free to enjoy a life characterized by fullness? 
In what meaningful ways would our motivations and related 
attitudes have a bearing on whether or not we recieve what 
jesus had in mind for us? or that we become what he wants 
us to be? 

Does God Carel 
Most people agree that God made man to be a creature of 

choice, and placed him in a setting in which he could exercise 
that power of choice. What difference does it make to God 
how we respond to him? Should it be "in order to ... or, 
because of"? It would appear that each of these .responses 
would have its appropriate place in the activities of life. There 
are times when we are motivated to act because of; and there 
are other situations in which we are motivated to act in 
order to. 

The important thing is that we examine ourselves to see that 
we are doing things for the righ~ reasons and with appropriate 
attitudes. How, then, should we exercise our power of choice 
in service to God-with a slave mentality that accoinpanies 
bondage, or with a spirit of freedom that accompanies son
ship? 

Such an evaluation should apply to all of our areas of ser
vice, not just to the corporate worship. 

451 E. 2nd St., Henderson, TN 38340 
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Law and Grace (1) 
J.D. THOMAS 

We continue to need clarif ication with regard to Law and 
Grace. As we came out of the period of debates of the past 
century with the denominatio ns, we were so certain about 
the necessity of obed ience, ru les and law, and "keeping the 
commandments" that this tended to become our main empha
sis, and many of us did not see the doctrine of grace clearly 
enough to keep everything in balance. Certainly these "we 
ought to have done," but there are other teachings and em
phases that are quite centra l and must be understood and 
followed before we have fully restored New Testam ent teach
ing in this century. 

The Place of law Today 
That Moses' law and, indeed, any law is inadequate for 

man's salvation in and of itself is noted from the fo llowing 
verses: 

Galatians 2:16- " ... who know that a man is not justif ied by 
works of the law but through fa ith in jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith 
in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the 
law shall no one be justified!' 

Galatians 2:21-"1 do not nu ll ify the g race of God; for if 
justification were throu gh the law, then Christ died to no 
purpose." 

Galatians 3:21-"ls the law then against the promises of God? 
Certain ly not; fo r if a law had been given which could make 
al ive, then righteousness wou ld indeed be by the law." 
Romans 3:20- "For no human being will be justified in his 
sight by works of the law, since through the law co mes the 
knowledge of sin." 

Romans 3:28- "For we hold that a man is justified by faith 
apart from works of law." 

Romans 9:30-32- "What shall we say, then? That Genti les 
who did not pursue ri ghteousness, have attained it, that is 
righteousness through faith; but that Israel, who pursued the 
righteousness wh ich is based on law did not succeed in ful
fi ll ing that law ... Why? Because they did not pursue it 
through faith, but as it were based on works." 

Galatians 3:10, 11-"For a ll who rely on the works of the 
law are under a curse; for it is written, Cursed be everyone 
who does not abide by a ll things written in the book of the 
law to do them. Now it is evide nt that no man is justified be
fo re God by the law; for, he who through faith is righteous 
shall live; but the law does not rest on fa ith, fo r he who does 
them shall live by them!' 

Grace 
Salvation by grace is a basic New Testament doctrine. In 

fact it is the heart and core of the message. All the dealings of 

\ 

God with h is peopl e in the O ld Testament were preparatory 
to the ultimate bringing in of the grace program by Jesus 
Christ. Note carefully the following passages: 

John 1 :7- "the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." 

Romans 6:14-"we are not under law but under grace!' 

Ephesians 2:8-"By grace have ye been saved through faith ; 
and that not of yourse lves, it i~ th e gift of Gnd; not of works, 
that no can should glory." 

Romans 3:21-27-" But now apart from the law a righteous
ness of God hath been manifested, be ing witnessed by the 
law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus unto all them that _believe; for there is no 
distinction, for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of 
God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemp
tion that is in Christ Jesus; whom God set forth to be a pro
pitiation, through faith in his blood, to show his righteousness 
because of the passing over of sins done aforetime, i"n the for
bearance of God; fo r the showing I say, of his righteousness 
at this present season ; that he might himself be just, and the 
justifier of him that hath faith in Jesus. Where then is the 
g lorying? It is excluded. By what manner of law? of works? 
Nay: but by a Jaw of fa ith." 

2 Timthoy 1 :8-1 0-" . . . suffer hardsh ip with the gospel ac
cording to the power of God; who saved us, and called us 
with a holy call ing, not according to our works, but according 
to his purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ jesus 
before times eternal, but now hath been manifested by the 
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ . . !' 

Obviously grace is a cen tral doct rine of Ch ristianity, and a 
fa ilure to grasp this is to have a distorted view. The compari
son of the above groups of scriptures enables us to see clearly 
that the justifying principle of Christian ity is not mere " keep
ing of rul es," but rather is based on the principle of grace, and 
its condition, faith . Christ and his atoning death on the cross 
is the ground or basis of the forgiveness of sin, whatever the 
terms grace and faith may otherwise invo lve. It will be our 
business in later artic les to try to draw a clear distinct ion be
tween them and to show clearly how they re late to law and 
obedience. This is the thorny problem in interpretation, since 
obedie nce is itself an essential ingredient of fa ith, while "mere 
ru le keeping," without a Savior, has no saving meri t whatever. 

Succeed ing articles will also make observations about Law 
and Grace tensions within our own brotherhood and the di
rections we are going, and fin ally, a presentation of the au
thor's view of the optimum approach . (More next week). 

1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
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"How Soon We Forget" DAVID C. MATHIS 

We can all recall certain events that 
have occurred in the past that have left 
a permanent impression upon our minds. 
Sometimes it is a startling, extraordinary, 
or special event that is forever embedded 
in our minds. Such events often bring 
about changes in our lives. The life of 
Jesus is a life-changing event. 

Think about the disciples whom Jesus 
called to follow him. They witnessed 
Jesus to do marvelous things, extraordi
nary events that changed lives. They wit
nessed him heal all types of sickness and 
disease, cast out demons, restore sight 
to the blir1d and hearing to the·deaf, and 
even bring the dead back to life. Certain
ly these events made a lasting impression 
upon the disciples. 

However, we are often disappointed 
as we read the gospel accounts by the 
up-and-down faith of the disciples. Take 
for example the situation recorded in 
John 6. They are confronted by this need 
of feeding a great crowd of people. Do 
they remember the past, extraordinary 
events they have witnessed? No! They 
forget to look to jesus for help, they look 
to their own abilities. 

Philip was overcome by the situation. 
Feeding five thousand people was not 
in the projected budget. "Eight months' 
wages would not buy enougn bread for 
each one to have a bite" His problem 
was not that he looked to money to help 
alleviate .the situation, his problem was 
that he forgot about the help jesus could 
provide. 

Andrew is to be commended for at 
least o·ffering a suggestion. "Here is a 
boy with five small oarley loaves and two 
small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?" His problem was not 
selfishness or unwillingness to give, his 
problem was that he did not think what 

he had to give was worth offering. Really, 
it was not worth giving when compared 
to the situation, but he forgot to take 
into account what Jesus could do with it. 

Unbelievable! How could the disci
ples, the ones who had witnessed those 
life-changing events, forget about Jesus? 

But are we any different today? We 
have seen God unfold his plan through 
history. His scriptures are recorded so we 
can read and see how God was there 
working and shaping the events of his
tory. We read how God's spirit directed 
the apostles so as to bring about the 
conversions of thousands. From that time 
history has recorded the impact the life 
of jesus has continued to have on the 
world. Who can doubt the impact of the 
life of jesus? 

But how soon we forget. We are con
fronted by a situation and so often we 
look to our own abilities instead of look
ing to God. Money is a vital part of our 
activities and efforts but we sometimes 
respond to needs in accordance with 
our budgets instead of by faith. It is fine 
to look to money for help, but let us 
not forget to look to jesus. 

We sometimes fail to respond to a 
need or to take on a problem because 
we are afraid we would not be capable of 
doing it. It is not that we are unwilling 
to serve, we just do not think we have 
much to offer. We forget jesus, we for
get that we can do all things through him 
who is our source of strength. 

The life and death of jesus, the old, 
old story that is still changing lives. I hope 
it has made a lasting impression on you. 
Let us not forget to include Jesus in our 
plans as we confront the situations of 
life. 
Union Ave. Church of Christ, Memphis, 
TN 38140 

Whom Are We Seeking To Please? 
IGAYLORD COOK 

"Look not every man .on his own 
things, but every man also on the things 
of others." This statement of the apostle 
Paul to the Philippines, is an indictment 
of an attitude that has become most 
prevalent in our day. Self-interest has al
ways been a part of the natural inclina
tion of man, but sad to say, it has be
come a common thing in the church. 

Nothing could be more antithetical to 
the nature and spirit of Christ than look
ing first to one's own interest. Paul con
tinues the statement to the Philippines 
by saying, "l.et this mind be in you, 

· which was also in Christ Jesus: who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: and being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled him
self, and became obedient unto death, 
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even the death of the cro.ss." Phroneite, 
which is translated, "let this mind be in 
you," means literally, "think ye." It is an 
imperative, a command. This is not an 
optional matter. 

Often we make a big issue of some
thing about which we have reason~d, 
interpreted and reached a conclusion 
and then ignore plain commands like 
this. We are to have a mind that puts 
others first. Yet, it is so easy to be most 
concerned about what is good for us, 
for our family and our friends. 

This attitude manifests itself today in 
the church with ever increasing luxuri
ous buildings, programs and staffs f~r the 
benefit of the local church. The attitude 
is seen in the often asked question, 
"what can the church do for me," or 
"what is the church doing for me?" That 
is so far removed from the spirit of Christ 
as to make one wonder how we ever got 

into such a situation. In places where 
several congregations are within driving 
distance of a family, often one is selected 
on the basis of which will be most to the 
liking of the family, not on the basis of 
which will provide the opportunity to 
best serve the Lord. 

It is the attitude of selfishness that has 
brought us to the day where we find 

(Continued on page 10) 
----o-

Commitment Is Not 
A Dirty Word! 

ELMER F. LITTLE JR. 

I am astonished and alarmed at some 
of the things heard and read recently 
about commitment ... even about total 
commitment as an idea. 

Some seem to have heard of things 
they do not like and cannot agree with. 
These have consequently mounted an all 
out aaack against the supposed enemy. 
(Even though the enemy in this instance, 
are brethren in Christ.) 

Again, as has been our wont, we have 
let the "pendulum" swing from one ex
treme to the other. In the hurry to op
pose some perceived evil, we have 
wound up opposing a very good, in fact 
an essential concept; COMMITMENT. 

I have heard, in the past few weeks, 
brethren make statements that amount 
to a serious charge against commitment 
as an idea. A brother said; "Commitment 
... Pshaw! Who needs it! Another said 
with regard to the same topic ... "Ba
loney, that's not in the Bible." 

Brethren, such statements as these are 
absurd. They show an incredible ignor
ance of Biblical truth. Clearly if there are 
abuses, let us oppose the abuse . : . If 
there is misuse let us oppose the m1suse 
... BUT LET'S NOT THROW OUT THE 
BABY WITH THE BATHWATER. Let's not 
oppose the idea! May we never be found 
in the position· of denying, or opposing 
the principle of commitment. 

This is a concept taught on countless 
pages of the Word of God. Indeed, com
mitment is called for, commanded, coun
selled, exhorted, and challenged. TOTAL 
ABSOLUTE, UNSWERVING, UNEQUIVO
CAL COMMITMENT is the clarion call to 
all who would follow jesus Christ. Noth
ing less than that will suffice. jesus says; 
"If anyone would come after me, he must 

·deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me." That same jesus de
mands; " ... seek first His Kingdom and 
His righteousness ... " Obeying either 
one of those demands TOTAL COMMIT
MENT. 

Bonhoffer is reported to have said: 
"When Christ calls a man, he calls him 
to die." Considering the implications and 
direct statements of Romans 6:1-6 and 
Galatians 2:20, can anyone deny that he 
was correct? Just understanding that re
quires an uncommon degree of commit
ment from all of us. 

No, brethren, Commitment is not a 
dirty word! 
16460 New Halls Ferry, Florissant, MO 
63031 
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How Can We Build Self-Esteem? 
BILL FLATT 

Although it is very difficult, it is pos
sible for us to build self-esteem. No 
matter what we have experienced in the 
past, our personality is not set in con
crete; we can change. This rationale is 
implied throughout the Bible. There are 
many things that we can do to build 
se_lf-esteem. 

I have found that it is extremely im
portant to accept what I cannot change. 
My self-image and self-esteem are in
fluenced by many things that I cannot 
change. I may continue to rebel against 
these things and not accept them, thus 
gaining a poor image of myself. 

It is extremely important to set realis
tic goals. If I had a goal, for example, of 
having a full head of hair, this would be 
impossible for me to achieve. Therefore, 
my self-esteem would change since my 
perception of myself is affected by my 
evaluation of how I look. It's hard for me 
to accept myself unless I reach my goals. 

Do a good job at what you do. Con
fidence can increase self-esteem. You 
feel better about your performance, so 
you evaluate yourself more positively. 
Thus, your self-esteem is increased. 

Learn to handle your guilt feelings. 
One way of looking at low self-esteem 
is to think of it as feeling guilty for not 
having achieved one's goals. There is a 
gap between the person's performance 
and his goals, and this makes him feel 
guilty. Somehow he has come up short. 

Accept forgiveness. This is the only 
answer. No matter what else we do, 
there is still a gap between what we are 
and what we ought to be; this produces 
guilt feelings. We need to realize that 
God has provided for our forgiveness. He 
has given his son, and his son makes life 
possible (1 Jn. 5:13). Eternal life is in 
Jesus. If we come to Jesus in faith, give 
our hearts to him, turn from our sins, are 
born again, and live with integrity, the 
Bible says that we have life eternal (Jn. 
8:24; 3:16; Lk. 13:3; Rom. 10:10; Acts 
2:38; ln. 3:5; Rev. 2:10). We need to ac
cept God's promise of forgiveness. We 
need to claim it as our own. 

In addition to a successful solution to 
guilt, we need to reprogram our mind. 
Our early experiences have a strong ef
fect on us. They program us and affect 
us throughout our lives. Our mind rec
ords all of the rules and regulations that 
we hear from parents, both verbally 
and non-verbally. Good and bad experi
ences are remembered. 

What parents, educators, and church
es do affect how a person beJZins to view 
himself. If a person is not able to live 
up to the rules that are instilled in him 
by significant others, he is likely to de
velop a bad self-concept and low self
esteem. 

Self-esteem need not remain dam
a~ed. We can convince ourselves that, 
though our parents were not perfect, we 
are not worthless. We can get a more 

adult view of what is going on and pro
gram ourselves in a realistic direction. 
This will have a good influence on our 
self-esteem. 

Think accurate thoughts. I remember 
one young man who was extremely de
pressed. He was doing quite well as a 
minister of the gosper, yet he was de
pressed much of the time. He had 
thought ·of taking his life twice. He kept 
saying to himself, "I'm a nobody." This is 
depressing. 

If such a person challenges such 
thoughts, develops more accurate ones, 
and repeats these more rational state
ments to himself over and over again, 
they will affect his self-esteem. Paul 
told us that we are to think on certain 
things (Phil. 4:6). He knew that thinking 
affects behavior, and that both thinking 
and behavior affect feelings. We cannot 
feel right unless we think right and un
less we do right. 

Concentrate on your strengths rather 
than on your weaknesses. Every person 
has strengths. They may be different 
from the strengths of others, but never
theless they are strengths. 

Take care of your body. The body is 
not the soul, but it is of value neverthe
less. If we learn to take care of our 
bodies, this will usually have a positive 
effect on our self-esteem. When we let 
our bodies go, get overweight, and feel 
sluggish, we will likely evaluate our
selves negatively. The Bible teaches that 
the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Cor. 6:19-20). This implies that we 
should have healthy sleeping, eating, and 
exercising habits. We should take care of 
our bodies. 

Develop a sense of belonging. We b~
long to God as his children. We belong 
to our families. We have a real place. We 
have been accepted. As Christians, we 
belong to the church. Each part of the 
body, however insignificant, is necessary 
to the proper functioning of the body 
(Rom. 12; I Cor. 12). We need to con
tinually tell ourselves that we are some
body! God made me, and he did not 
make any bad stuff. I belong, and that 
makes me feel good. 

Give yourself credit for being a worth
while person. If God views me as being 
worthwhile, I am worthwhile. 

Learn to love and be loved. One of the 
necessary conditions for self-esteem is to 
love and be loved. We need not only to 
be able to love other people and to show 
compassion toward them, but we also 
need to learn how to take love. 

lean on God. We need to accept his 
view of us. Spirituality can help us a ' 
great deal. I am not saying that if we 
become faithful Christians we will auto
matically feel more secure and have 
increased self-esteem; but I believe that 
we can change our self-concept or our 
self-esteem faster in this way than in any 
other way. We can become different per-

sons. When we become Christians, we 
are born again, we are new creatures (II 
Cor. 5:17). 

Conclusions 
In summary, it can be said that self

esteem is a person's picture of his in
dividual worth. This picture is influenced 
by his attitudes, his faith in God, and his 
own performance. It is especially influ
enced by his perception. What does he 
think about himself? Everything that we 
are, everything we think, everything we 
do influences self-esteem. 

It is .never too late to change our self
image, to increase self-esteem. It is very 
difficult for us to overcome the past, but 
it is not impossible. God loves us. May 
we love one another and accept our
selves. By God's mercy and our accep
tance of his will for our Jives, I am worth
while and you are worthwhile. God loves 
us all and will accept us if we will accept 
and obey him. 

--~o---

How To Encourage 

Long Tenure 
MIKE DENNIS 

Many congregations would like to find 
a preacher who will stay for a long ten
ure. But how do you find such a man? 
Perhaps the preacher you have is just 
such a man. Here are some suggestions 
to encourage him to stay. 

Pray with and for your preacher. Of all 
the members of the church who need the 
prayers of all the saints the preacher 
does. There is no way he can ever be all 
that his ministry demands. There is no 
way he can be everywhere he needs to 
be. There is no way he can say every
thing that needs to be said. Or to say it 
the way it ought to be said. Your preach
er needs your patience, your forgiveness, 
and your prayers. · 

Respect your preacher as a servant of 
God. If he faithfully teaches and preach
es the word of God, he is God's messen
ger among you. He deserves your re
spect. This doesn't mean you have to 
agree with his every opinion, but respect 
his attitude, his trainin~, his wisdom and 
his leadership. If you hued him as a min
ister of God he deserves to be listened 
to and taken seriously. 

Make a firm commitment to Christ and 
his church yourself. Be faithful to sup
port all the works of which you hired 
the preacher to lead you in. Helping 
every member to become Christ-like is 
the preacher's greatst goal. Your sup
port and help is a tremendous encour
agement to him. Preachers rarely leave 
because of the faithful. 

Make your preacher a part of your 
family. Relax and be natural with him. 
Never try to impress him by trying to be 
someone or something you are not. just 
be you and let him be himself. Openly 
share vour doubts and your joys with 
him. He doesn't want to be just your 
"Praecher." He wants to be your friend-

(Continued on page 12) 
9 [565) 



V.B.S. IS ALIVE AND WELL 
IN PAONIA, COLORADO! 

With a record-breaking high atten
dance of 320 on the last day, the Vaca
tion Bible School conducted by the 
church, meeting at 2nd and Dorris 
streets, in Paonia, Colorado, and a group 
from the Crestview church in Waco, 
Texas, once again grew larger in atten
dance each day. 

AI Waller is the local evangelist in 
Paonia. 

154 family units were represented only 
10 of wh ich is connected with the local 
congregation. The effort required four 
tents placed around the building, in addi
tion to all the class-rooms and audi
torium usually used by the church, to 
accommodate the crowds. 

----<>--

ARE YOU SAVED? 
(Continued from pa'ge 4) 

not committed (future sins), so salvation 
!rom "past sin~" is what "being saved" 
IS all about. Th1s, of course, has nothing 
to do with sins we might commit later 
and this is why john wrote: "Watch out 
that you do not lose what you have 
worked for, but that you may be re
warded fully." Once one has received 
pardon from past sins, that pardon will 
not insure him of immunity from futu re 
ones. 

There is an assurance though, that is 
present to those who have accepted the 
grace of God and have been baptized 
into Christ for the remission of past sins. 
At that point, God places them in his son 
and in the light of his way. As long as 
one's life consistently exhibits an at
tempt to continue in that life, God will 
continue to forgive sins as they are 
committed. Another assurance that we 
have is that- God will be watchi ng out 
for us, guarding our inheritance and 
keeping us safe until the coming of the 
Son of God to take us home to heaven. 
800 E. Wood St. Paris, TN 38242 

WHOM 1ARE WE 'SEEKING TO PLEASE? 
(Continued from page 8) 

co~gregat ions with pulpit ministers, edu
ca~u;m ministers, youth ministers, singles 
mm1sters, counseling ministers, ministers 
of concern, min isters of music ministers 
of fami ly li fe centers, etc. Mo~t of these 
are the result of trying to meet some 
need or want of members of the con-

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.31, 1983 
Dec. 27, 1983 
April25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd ., Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

gregation . Let it be clearly understood 
that this is not written in opposition to 
specialized ministries per se. It is how
e~er being held that specialized minis
tnes are contrary to the "mind of Christ" 
when they are motivated by self interest 
or by a hope of attracting people to 
Christ so that they may be served rather 
than serve. 

_Ours has become a society conterned 
":'1th pleasure. This is by definition a so
Ciety devoted to hedonism. This is the 
philosophy of Playboy Magazine, yet it is 
prominent in the church. Many are more 
concerned about where they can go, 
what they can do, what new experience 
can be had on the weekend than they 
are about worshipping the Lord or serv
ing their fellowman. 
. The current rage is to build "family 

hfe centers" (translate that "fun rooms"). 
We all know family life is in trouble, so 
ou r solution is a special program or cen
ter rather than the clear teach ing of 
God's word about families. Only the 
most distinterested fails to realize we are 
losing our young people, so our solution 
is to provide entertainment and seek to 
show them how much fun it can be to 
be a Christian, rather than more fully 
teaching them the word of God. 

. Motives are not being questioned. It 
IS clear that frustration leads to drastic 
?ttempts to correct problems, but jump
mg upon our horse and riding off in all 
din:;ctions at once will so~ve nothing. The 
basiC problem of se lf-mterest in our 
society remains. Only the spirit of Christ 
will solve it and only the word of God 
will bring the spirit of Christ into our 
lives. Beloved, before it is too late, let us 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING Y~T? 

CALL 501/2687351 

"go into all the world and preach the 
gospel." 
723 Gibner Dr., Spearman, TX 79081 

----<)--------

SRI LANKA SEES CHURCH GROWTH 
The church in Sri Lanka had a small 

beginning in 1967. Today there are fif
teen congregations. An active Bible cor
respondence program sending 90,000 
lessons each y~ar in the three .major 
languages of Sn Lanka has contributed 
greatly to the teaching of the gospel to 
these lost sou ls. 

A Sri_ Lanka school of preaching was 
begun m 1982, with qualified Sri Lanka 
gospel preachers doing the teaching. 
Fourteen dedicated Christian men are 
enrolled in this school fo r a period of 
two years. These preachers need Bible 
dictionari es, concordances and commen
tari~s to assist them in their studies. The 
Mam Street Church in Milan Tennessee 
wil l mail any of these items' to the stu
dents in Sri Lanka. 

If you would like further information 
on the work in Sri Lanka, · please write 
Larry Fryer, 434 Main St. Mi lan Tenn 
38358. , , . 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Si~rra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA '95688, or call 707/448-3557. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area of work? One year course-No Tuitlon
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more lnforma· 
tion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Christ, 3380 Coleman Ave 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122. 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 or 324-0120 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for. easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glassllke appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
OIDll A YEAI'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. llox 610 Austin, Texas 78767 
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WESl WINNIPEG CHURCH NEED HELP 
TO SUPPORT THEIR EVANGELIST 

Harvey Childress 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada is a city 

of 600,000 population, made up of sev
eral ethnic groups. 

In this city there are only two con
gregations of the Lord's people. The Cen
tral church is self-supporting with about 
200 members. The new congregation in 
West Winnipeg has about 45 members, 
and they need help to support an evan
gelist to work with them full time. 

Brother John Clark moved there last 
September to work full time in the 
Lord's work. The brethren have been 
taking out personal loans to support him 
so that he could stay. This practice can
not continue long. 

Brother Clark has preached for 26 
years in the U. S. and Canada. While 
living in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho for ten 
years he also served as an elder of the 
church there-a congregation that has 
had fine growth. His wife, Elma, is skilled 
in teaching and working with children. 

The church in West Winnipeg can pay 
a part of Brother Clark's support, but 
they need a congregation that can. sup
ply them with $800 U. S. dollars per 
month to begin with, and reduce that 
amount each year until. the brethren in 
West Winnipeg are paying the full salary. 
They have a plan to be able to support 
their preacher entirely themselves in five 
years. 

A congregation wanting· a place to 
help a dynamic work can contact jim 
Dalton, phone (204) 257-0016, or write 
to the church of Christ, 600 Burnell 
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G-2B7, 
Canada. 
1409 N. Waterview, Richardson, TX 75080 

HOW TO ENCOURAGE LONG.TENURE 
(Continued from page 9) 

your brother. Most of all make him and 
his family feel they ·are a part of your 

AJJ-r.. Cl.ristidn Undergraduate 
c I I r·n I & Graduate 
JChoo o 1\eJigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S .• M.A., M.Th. 
Full Schol•rships Av•il•bl• For Full Time Studenll on Main C•mpus. 

Gl Approvell. 011 C•tnP!f$ Progr•ms Av•ii•Ot•. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Tumor, Jr. 
(205) 2h:3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

P au I" & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

12 [568] 

family. IVleany preachers move because 
their wife or children are never accepted 
or included. His family needs your friend
ship too. 

Demand that your preacher take ade
quate time off for his family and for his 
professional growth. Tell him to stay out 
of the office on his day off. Insist that 
he can better build the church. Send him 
shopping. If he builds a happy home life 
he can better build the chuch. Send him 

to workshops and lectureships. He needs 
to be with other preachers and church 
leaders. A drained battery won't make a 
toy go, nor will a drained preacher make 
a church grow. 

Remember you will benefit the most 
from the support Y,OU give to your 
preacher and his family. Who knows, his 
next move may not come till the Lord 
calls him home. 
Rotan, Texas 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram, the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your library that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add 10% for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING. HOUSE 
Box 610 Austin, Texas '18'16'1 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Muskogee, Oklahoma 

5th Annual Lectureship 

November 4, 5 and 6, 1983 

ccspeaking as the Oracles of God" 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

7 :co-Humanism vs. the Bible ·# 1 
8 :05-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage # 1 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

9 :OQ-Humanism vs. Bible #2 
10 :Oo-Grace and Law # 1 
ll:OQ-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage #2 
1:3Q-Grace and La!' #2 
2 :3D-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage #3 
3:3Q-Modern Versions: The Real Version Issue 
7':00--Emotionalism 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

9 :3D-Speak as the Oracles of God 
10 :3D-Responsibility of the church to Elders 
2 :oQ:-Responsibility of Elders to the church 
3 :Oo-Moaem Versions: Some dan~ers of the NIV 
4 :Oo-The Church and the Restoration Movement # 1 
7 :3D-The Church and the Restoration Movement #2 

Robert Taylor 
Andrew Cop.nelly 

Robert Taylor 
J. Noel Merideth 

Andrew Connelly 
J. Noel'Merideth 
Andrew Connelly 

Tom Bright 
Richard Black 

Cliff Lyons 
Ron Cosby 
Ron Cosby 

Tom Bright 
Ernest Underwood 
Ernest Underwood 

Reservations for Housing-Contact Charlotte Morgan-(918) 682-6382 
Eastside Church of Christ-2141 Kingston-Muskogee, Oklahoma 74403 

Clifford Lyons-Director. Cassette tapes available through: 
Steve Wimp; 1000 North lOth Street; Leavenworth, Kansas 66048 

FIRM FOUN·DATION-A~GUST 16, 1983 



.... 

I 

~il 
r 
' 

I 

l 
'I» 
( 

' 1 
.:I 
r 

.l 
r.'!.l 

' I 

" 

' ~ 
t 
I 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 · 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

. 817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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THOMAS L CAMPBELL HONORED 
Thomas L. Campbell was guest of 

honor at a reception and appreciation 
dinner given by the church in Haw
thorne, Calif., and other friends. The oc
casion marked Campbell's fiftieth year 
of preaching the gospel. 

He was born in Tennessee and raised 
in O hio. He began preaching in the 
spring of 1933 in New Philadelphia, 
Ohio, at the age of 18. The first Sunday 
in May of that year began his regular 
work in the ministry of the word. 

In 1958 brother Campbell joined the 
faculty of Pepperdine in Los Angeles, 
specia lizing in religious education 
courses. During this time he preached 
for congregations in Compton and Pasa
dena. He then moved to Louisville, Ken
tucky to continue his education. He 
studied four years at the Baptist Semi
nary in Louisville, and received his doc
tors degree. During these years he 
earned his family's living by preaching 
in Worthington, Kentucky and Jefferson
ville, Indiana. In 1968 he returned to 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tht AMEN M tn.srry works wtlh f~o•rnlul cong~ega 11o ns o l tne 
churches or Cnusr wnose members en rTHiitary lns1a!lat ions 
•Of1ct•~ are wartmo ro he lp your loved onu - as l hey nue 
h elped • •lh tne sp•rnual l.f"'CI CU'IYS•c:al nttds ot thOusands o f 
orneu duung the pasr '"'' years Ttus $OI"Y•ce 1$ free! 

Sene .,•m• . complete aOdtess, Phone 1n12 m 11111ry lns la lla tlon. 
and spmtua l cond•hon. 11 kno""n along with your n ame and ad· 
c2teu to: 

AMEN 
WHITE 'S FERRY ROAD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Bo • 2000 

West Monroe, Louisi an a 71291 

Ameri<:"'r Military Evangditing Nations 

'K~,;.;;_~:;r.-- ...---="";;;;·<-.;::·~::..;-;,'..::'~""..;..·_'·-'·_. _·.-::·--.:.....;..;......, 
Keynote Speaker. Thursday 

Hardeman Nichols 

Pepperdine. He served the Hawthorne 
congregation for twelve years. He ' re
tired' in 1981, but continues .to preach 

by appointment at nearby congregations. 
He is currently one of the elders in 
Hawthorne. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
J immy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school, Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send your name and 

address to the Firm Foun_dation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 

Are There Spu•tual Grl ls Today? ,_,.'•·. Is There Room In The ~ lngdom For Me'i 
. J ; : ... 

· .. ·. 

·:· 
.··-·-·· 
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INT-ER~~TIONAL BIBLE COJ-~;E.G-E'-··-
. -;;~-;- ··~ ..... :.. ·l: -~ ::_:. ... •• jl.C.-....:l.:."~' __;. ____ .....:........:...-------, 

WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
complete program-f ree t1ous1ng and camper space 

area mo1e11nl ormal •on 

· •• · ·:: · P.O. Box IBC- Florence, Alabama 
205-766-661 0 or 1-800-982-4807 

FIRM FOUNDATION- AUGUST 16, 1983 
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( L A s s I F I E D 
MISSION CHURCH needs evangelist or personal worker, 
must supply own support. Call (814) 274-9320 or write 
Church of Christ RD#1, Box 231, Coudersport, Pa. 
16915. 

Advertiaing ln this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodAte c:Ongregations 
advertiaing meetina- places, preachers seeking work or congregations aeeldng preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

l' U.IUA, ARIZ.. 651 W. ~8th St. Sunday-
10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 

The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, laredo, Texas 76040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUUIES 
Preaching-l'eraonal Evang(:Jism-Missions 

Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
.. approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
(303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FORT HOOJJ - KILLEEN, TEXAS 
t:;outhside Church of Christ 1505 S. '!'rim· 
anier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd.. 07928. NORTHER."'l NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St.. V .F. W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA.\' AREA SCUOOLOF PREACHING 
11300 DubiiD Road 

PlensaDtoD, CaUforDia 94GOO 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N, "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 

Rellrement A-p-p-ro_a_c:-:-h':"'in-g-=?-----
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost nousing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box S766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALASKA. - A.NcH:oR.A.a=E=-----=c==u::UR=-=c==H=---:o:-:F= 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND.,. 2205 E. MorgaD Ave .. 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Itfart. Office 4'17-
52'11. Dobby Wacle, HID. 47'0;..aOIS6. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min
istry?" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285. 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE-July 15, 1983. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife team heavy on 
personal work and grounding in the faith. Contact Bob 
Ekman, 405/732-5709. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or l. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 
Preacher available: Over 25 yrs. exp., no hobbies, 
married, 2 children. Tapes & resume on request. 
Buddy Chisholm, 710 NW 5th, Wilson, Ok. 73463, 
405-668-3164. 
MINISTER AVAILABLE: Interested in local or foreign 
work. Harding CCP grad. 12 yrs. exp. local and foreign. 
23 baptisms in past yr. Local and foreign campaign 
exp. Radio exp. 2 yrs. bi-lingual/bi-cultural training. · 
Wife teacher in Christian school. 2 older sons are 
Christians. 36 yrs. old. Excellent references. Jim layton, 
2350 San Marcos Camino #14, Pensacola, Fl. 32507. 
(904) 453-3691. 

Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

Wanted: Semi or retired minister to work with a 
small church at Girard, Texas 79518. 3 bedroom house 
and utilities furnished. Salary is negotiable. If inter
ested, call elders, 806 284·2537 or 284-2310 or 
237-6427. Box 337. 
NEEDED: Support for American preacher in India. 
Contact Dale Stang, 201 Yerger Drive, Bozeman, Mon
tana, 406 587-8717. 
The Church of Christ in Hempstead, Texas is now inter
viewing preachers for a full-time ministry. Interested 
parties may submit inquiries or applications to: Hemp
stead Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 556, Hempstead, 
Texas 77445, attn: James Smith. 
FAITHFUL BRITISH couple with four children would 
like to locate in America and needs a USA sponsor 
for immigration purposes. He is an excellent builder 
and remodeling of homes specialist. They have both 
been faithful Christians for 15 years and have a happy 
and hard working disposition. USA contact for refer
ences: Alan Daniell, P.O. Box 314, Cave City, KY 
42127. Tel: (502) 773-3205. 
Minister needed for small congregation. limited salary. 
Please send a current resume, references to Church of 
Christ, c/o Ted Goode, Rt. 2, Box 33 A, Holly, Colo· 
rado 81047. Call 303-727-5381. 
THE ASH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST in Wilson, Okla. 
has opening for full·time preacher. Contact elders at 
229-0761 or 668-2873. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 

MINISTERS WANTED 
to attend the 12th Annual Ministers' Retreat at Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, September 26-27. Good food, 
fun and fellowship. Info contact: Pettijohn Springs, 
Madill, OK 73446. 405-765-5015. 
Washington. D.C. area-20 minutes from 
our nation's capital, Church of Christ, 111 
East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vlrg-lnta 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-Un. 
Mark N. Hicks, Evang'ellst. 
Wanted: I:Srotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but 
before 1956 A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Mid
land, Tx. 79073. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees 
such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF 
HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUS· 
BAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POS
SESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLI· 
CANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE 
ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, 
CAPABLE OF SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION 
FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR 
COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CON
TACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 
589·2236 (nightfweekends), or write to Route 16, 
Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

MINISTER NEEDED 
Needed: Full time minister to work with the congrega
tion. Please send resume to Church of Christ, 1528 S. 
Higgins Ave., Missoula, Mont., 59801. For more in
formation! you may call Wiley Baker, 406·543·8786 or 
lewis Hal man 406-542·2440. 

VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania? 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669·1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FULL TIME PREACHER is needed by the lakeview, 
Oregon Church of Christ. Sunday morning average 
attendance is about 45. Lakeview is a ranching and 
logging town of about 2,800 people with an additional 
1,500 population in the surrounding rural area. Preacher 
will be paid a modest salary by the Lakeview Church or 
could be partially supported by another church. Con
tact Kerry Clark, 1160 South "E", lakeview, Oregon 
97630. Phone 503-947·4615. 

Retired college English teacher, 63, seeking work with 
church that desires plain Bible-centered preaching from 
one with 42 years teaching experience. Self-supporting 
except fer hcu~!n~. Or!an S::wcy, P. 0. Box 1G3, 3;yson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 488-6369 or 468·3067. 

THE MOST SENSIBLE commentary ever written on the 
book of Revelation. You will appreciate it. 461 pages, 
cloth bound. Order from the author, Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. $15.00 plus $1.00 
postage. Texas residents include tax. 
NEW TEST AMENT GREEK co-ur....;.s-es-n-ow-o"'f ... fe-r-ed-:-:-th:-r-o-ug-:h 
correspondence. Credit given through the SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING GRADlJATE EXTENSION DE
PARTMENT. Diploma given with the completion of ten 
courses. For information write: John Hobbs, 1609 King
ston, Grand Prairie, Texas, 75051. 
EVANGELIST WANTED: Mature, experienced man 
wanted for a small congregation (60) located in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Must be active in per· 
sonal work. House, Utilities, and Salary. Contact Church 
of Christ, P.O. Box 1173, Front Royal, Va. 22630. Phone: 
703-635-8227. 
ATIENTION: If you 'have members of your family who 
will be stationed at Fort Polk Army Base just out of 
leesville, louisiana, please contact us. Leesville Church 
of Christ, 1410 11th Street, Leesville, louisiana 71446. 
Phone 318-238-9314. 
FC5if"5Alf: C~.;.h...:ri;.:s:..,:tia....:n.:......,B,....o-o"="k-s-to-r-e _a_n_d.,.......,S:-c-:-h-oo"'I:-::S,.-u-p-pl:-y--:--in 
Denver, Colorado. Will sell both or separately. Call 
Gaylen Ammons (303) 922-6950. 
FOR SALE: 50 piece set of Wear-Ever aluminum com
munion ware, S100. Contact Southside. Church of Christ, 
1318 S. Congress, Austin, Texas 78704, phone 512 
444-3300. 

[NVESTIGATEt The Firm Foundation 
tries to screeD advertising, and will Dot 
kuowiDgl'y take questionable advertlolD.g. 
But It Is the reader's respoDslblllty to ID· 
vestlgate. Like any other paper, we some
Umes uDwltttngly ruD aD unworthy ad. 
A.a the old saying ~oes. before you lnTest. 
lnveRtfaatel 

ATTENTION ELDERS! 
Every Congregation Needs Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
Ralph A. Casey (404) 449-1202 
(665 workshops in 31 states with 
13,000 participating songleader5) 

Brown Trail School of Pr~aching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Cu~riculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Bsown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 
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BRECHEE~ULKNER~ 

MARRIAGE 
EN ICHMENT 

THE MOST 
HIGHLY ACCLAIMED 
MARRIAGE FilMS 

No other film series has so 
successfully combined pure 
entertainment with Bible-based, 
practical messages. 

Standing-room crowds will 
thank you for showing Brecheen 
and Faulkner's Marriage 
Enrichment films ... even a 
second time. More than 1.5 million 
people in thousands of churches 
have enjoyed the humor and 
insight. 

Repeat Showings for 
Outreach 

Repeat showings attract even 
larger attendance since members 
feel great about_inviting friends. e'L 

. (~ ··:: , 

Rove. Reviews Abound 
"We·ve used the films 
successfully two. times. One 

· showing by_ no_means reached 
everyone. Churches would do 

. ,:--1; , .. ,,, 
; 

FilM SERIES 

well to use it annually to 
strengthen their marriages." 

Dr. Lynn A. McMillon 
Professor of Bible and Counseling 

, Oklahoma Christian College 

"I hope that many will use these 
films not only for their families, but 
also as a means of reaching out 
to their neighbors with God's plan 
for marriage and the family. I 
enthusiastically endorse and 
commend these films." 

Dr. Ira North, Editor 
Gospel Advocate 
Minister, Madison Church of Christ 

" It is likely the most widely 
accepted tool for teaching that we 
have ever seen. Places where the 
films have been shown will want 
to repeat them. The series will 
strengthen the home which in turn 
will strengthen the church." 

Claude Gardner, President 
Freed-Hardeman College 
Henderson, Tennessee 

Film 1 Made for Each Other 
Film 2 The Trouble with Us Is Me 
Film 3 What Husbands Need 

to Know 
Film 4 What Wives Need to Know 
Film 5 How to Kill Communication 
Film 6 The Communication 

Lifeline 
Film 7 Speaking Frankly about 

Sex 
Film 8 Renewing Romance 

in Marriage 
Running time is 45 minutes each. 

Rental Rates: $395 for a one 
time showing of the series, plus 
shipping, insurance and 
applicable tax. Rates may be 
higher outside the U.S. Study 
Guides are avai lable from your 
film distributor at $.95 each. 

Call for your free " Preview Kit" today. 

1-800-433-4015 
In Texas 1-817-595-2418 

New Day Productions 
Division of Sweet Publishing 
Box 18928, Fort Worth, Texas 76118 

Winner- "kit Film Series 
RssociotJon. 
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AUGUST 19, 1983 WAS AN HISTORIC DAY. Christians from 
many states gathe red at Anchor Point, Alaska on the Kenai 
Peninsula (120 air miles southwest of Anchorage) for the dedi
cation of Radio Station KNLS. Re uel Le mmons was the fea
tured speaker as World Christian Broadcasting dedicated this 
station to the glory of God and use by churches of Christ in 
world evangelism. Initial broadcasts are in Russian and Man
darin Chinese. UPPER LEFT, worker he lping bring electric 
power to Station KNLS; UPPER RIGHT, the 100,000 watt trans
mitter (with space for adding two other transmitters); LOWER 
LEFT, the 3700 square foot transmitter building; and, LOWER 
RIGHT, the antenna system from which messages are trans
"!.itted daily into China and the Soviet Union . 

Austin, Texas, August 23, 1983 
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FINIS 
Since we began editing the Firm Foundation, on janu

ary 1, 1955, we have known that the time would come 
when we would write our last editorial and lay down 
the pen. That' time has come. 

The Showalter family has sold the Firm Foundation 
Publishing House to Buster Dobbs and Bill Cline, "with 
certain other parties interested in a small way." (See page 
9). The new owners have chosen Bill Cline as Editor, and 
will pick an entirely new set of writers and staff members 
in harmony with their views. Our only regret is that the 
Showalter family chose to pick a buyer without giving 
us an opportunity to prolong the direction of the paper 
in the same vein in which it has been edited. 

G. H. P. Showalter, Sr., became editor of the Firm 
Foundation in 1908 and served faithfully until his death 
in 1954. Thus, the Firm Foundation has had two editors 
in 75 years. Now there will be a change of ownership, 
a change of policy and a change of direction in the 
paper. 

The new owners have made it clear that they intend to 
select an entire new staff and direct the paper in a direc
tion entirely different from the middle-of-the-road 
course in which we have kept it. We find this new di
rection incompatible with our thinking. For 28 years and 
8 months we have plead for unity and not division. We 
have been willing to allow a brother to express an op
posing viewpoint, and have been willing to give a 
brother the benefit of the doubt until all the facts were 
in. We have opposed wild and unproven statements and 
charges and have refused to fan the flames of contro
versy. We have said what we thought ought to be said on 
any subject under consideration, regardless of the op
position or consequences. We do not plan to change 
that posture now. 

A faithful staff has supported us in our efforts through 
the years. Clifton Rogers and 0. H. Tabor have been 
regular writers for more than 30 years. Leonard Mullens, 
Cline Paden, Raymond Kelcy, Bill Humble and jerry 
Rushford have contributed much to the paper you have 
been reading. To each of them we express our profound 
gratitude. Their writings will be sorely missed. 

. We wish for the new owners and editors all good 
things. We have known Buster Dobbs for many years and 
highly respect him as a man. We have known Bill Cline 
only by reputation. For better or for worse the future of 
the paper will be in their hands. They need your prayers. 
The task they face will not be an easy one. 
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As for our future, we intend to keep expressing our
selves on matters that concern the brotherhood for some 
time to come. We consider ourselves neither a has
been or a have-to-be. We appreciate a number of oppor
tunities offered. to us in other publications. For the im
mediate future we will give more attention to ACTION, 
the publicity organ of World Bible School, whose 
119,000 circulation will provide us ample opportunity 
to express views that we think will be helpful. (The sub
scription price is right too: $2 per year. Address: Box 
146, Palos Verdes Estates, Ca. 90274). We have always 
been more interested in evangelism than in sheep
herding, and World Bible School and ACTION will help 
us get back into our real element. Through World Bible 
School and its thousands of faithful Christian teachers 
we are baptizing approximately 60,000 souls a year in 
widely scattered mission fields around the world. We 
like that. 

We have some strong misgivings about the shattered 
Restoration movement. Continued polarization threatens 
to destroy it entirely. We believe that a radical right is 
fully as dangerous as a liberal left. And we do not be
lieve that the Lord is pleased with either. Ours is a 
brotherhood of remarkable unity if men would leave it 
alone. Through the whole spectrum of us we believe 
bascially the same things. Our doctrine is one. On all 
the essentials we are almost 100% united. It is in the 
how-to incidentals that we have problems. When some
one tries to impose his think-so on us, and make the way 
he sees things and does things the norm for us all, we 
have problems. We have already had too much of that. 
If we can't differ and be brethren we have a dismal 
future. 

We would fervently wish that the influence of the 
Firm Foundation would continue in the future to be a 
healing influence and a uniting force, rather than a di
visive one; that it would be Christ centered rather than 
issue oriented. John put it well when he said, "We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren." 

For every word of encouragement given us we are 
thankful. The help of brethren has been exceeded only 
by the Providence of God. And with this we write "finis" 
to 28 years and 8 months of very enjoyable service to 
the Lord and the brotherhood. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Reuel Lemmons, Editor 
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NEW COVENANT LIVING 
We often speak of the 'new testa

ment' or 'new covenant' church. It is a 
good expression. It calls our attention 
to the fact that we live in the benefits of 
the new order through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

We are not bound in the chains of 
old covenant law and tradition. We do 
not, for example, have to observe the 
practice of animal sacrifice. We are not 
bound to make a yearly pilgrimage to a 
holy city. The food and dress codes of 
the old covenant do not apply to us. 
The command to tithe has not been 
specificially 'carried over' to the age in 
which we live. 

I am glad that I do not live under 
those ancient regulations. I am deeply 
grateful that I have been set free from 
the "yoke of slavery." (Galatians 5:1). 
But there is more than being set free 
FROM THE OLD-there is being set 
free FOR THE NEW. Living in the new 
covenant means much more than mere
ly not having to do those old things. It 
is a call to enter into the life style of 
him who is the Mediator of the new 
covenant, that is, jesus Christ. (Hebrews 
12:24). 

If being under (or in) the new cove
nant meant only observing Sunday in
stead of Saturday, taking the bread and 
cup instead of burning a lamb--if items 
of that kind were the center of life with 
Christ it would be a snap. Anybody can 
zip her way through a ritual ceremony. 

But if the new covenant involves at
tempting the daily life style of Jesus 
Christ as pictured in the four gospels 
then we have an entirely different mat
ter on our hands. It is, in fact, not new 
covenant ritual but new CO'\lenant LIV
ING. It is a life in which Jesus keeps on 
saying "Come with me-try it my way!" 

New covenant living and our enemies. 
We may not like to aCimit it but most of 
us have enemies of one sort or another. 
There are people at the office, at school, 
in the community or in our profession 
whom we do not like. People with 
whom we have had disagreements and 
trouble. On the international level we 
may tune in with feelings of enmity 
toward nations on the other side of the 
walls. "I hate him" is not an expression 
limited to nonbelievers. 

If we move back to join David under 
the old covenant we can give in to the 
bad feelings and even pray for the death 
of the enemy. (see Psalms 137, for ex
ample). At this point it may be well to 
realize that being under the old cove
nant is more than a matter of history, 
chronology-of B.C. and A.D. It is true 
that Jesus ended the old testament era 
with his death on the cross. But the B.C. 
attitudes in our hearts do not die so 
quickly. If I say, 111 hate that person and 
wish he were dead" I have effectively 
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stopped living under the new covenant 
and taken up old testament attitudes 
again. I have, in a very real sense, rriade 
the death of Christ of no effect in my 
life. 

The Mediator of the new covenant 
says, "You have heard that it was said, 
'love your neighbor and hate your en
emy.' But I tell you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven." (Matthew 5:43-54). Jesus 
would lead us out of our church build
ings into a seven-day-a-week life under 
his new covenant. That life would in
clude the pain and frustration of trying 
to deal with our enemies in terms spo
ken by jesus rather than those spoken by 
David. Difficult? Certainly! But Jesus 
says, 'This is new covenant life.' 

New covenant living and forgiveness. 
Simon Peter was puzzled about his duty 

. in regard to forgiveness. "lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me?" (Matthew 
18:21-35). That puzzlement did not end 
with Simon-forgiveness is still a chal
lenge and a headache. What about the 
person who has been doing the same 
things for years-shall we forgive him? 
Won't it just encourage him to go on in 
his sinful ways? If I always make the first 
move in seeking to get things straight
ened out won't it create irresponsibility 
in the other person? 

With those and a hundred other ques
tions we postpone the new covenant 
call to forgive. There are life styles in 
which forgiveness is out. Life styles in 
which holding grudges and seeking re
venge is · in. But life under the new 
covenant takes its tone from him who 
came to forgive and died saying, 11Fa
ther, forgive them . . ." jesus invites us 
to walk with him into the adventure, 
into the risk of being the first to forgive. 

The church is not immune from the 
deadly sickness of unforgiving attitudes. 
What a difference it would make if we 
practiced the words of Jesus from Mat
thew 5:23, 24 "Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has some
thing against you, leave your gift there 
in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to your brother; then come 
and offer your gift." Usually we say 
"Yes, I took communion today." New 
covenant living would ask a prior ques
tion: "Did you seek to be reconciled 
with your brother or sister today?" 

We often describe a church assembly 
in terms of good singing, powerful 
preaching and orderliness. Good. Isn't 
it about time that we went on to exam
ine our gatherings in terms of new 
covenant reconciliation among those of 
us who assemble each lord's day? What 
might happen if we became so aware of 
jesus' call to forgive one another that 

we found· it impossible to take the 
bread and cup before we had gone to 
the brother or sister we have wronged 
and asked for forgiveness? 

New Covenant living and Psalms 9 and 
10. David speaks . here in seriousness 
about the wicked people around him. 
He calls for judgment without mercy. 
The idea of forgiveness is not mentioned 
here, in fact, about the only times it is 
is when David pleads to be forgiven 
himself. 

In contrast to David we see Jesus as 
he took the full force of human pride 
and sin into himself. He bore the full 
brunt of sin not in order to cry for 
revenge but to offer pardon. 

We cannot move from the attitudes 
which are voiced in Psalms 9 and 10 to 
the gospel message 'to save sinners of 
whom I am chief' unless we are firmly 
connected to the Christ who died for 
sinners. 

Unless Jesus had come we would be 
forever under the old order. Not just 
under its rituals but-and this is worse 
-under its hateful, unforgiving atti
tudes. Psalms 9 and 10 would be all we 
could say about sinners if it were not for 
Jesus. Being under the new covenant 
means that we have more than Psalms 
9 and 10 as we face the problem of 
wicked people in the world. There is 
something more than judgment to be 
spoken against the wicked. FORGIVE
NESS IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 
IS MORE GODLY than the call for pun
ishment. 

The desire that the wicked be for
given is better than the desire that they 
be destroyed. To come under the new 
covenant means that at least to some 
degree we enter into the forgiving spirit 
of Christ. It means that we must leave 
the attitudes of many of the people of 
whom we read in the Old Testament 
behind us. 

We can not blame David for his feel
ings which are expressed in Psalms 9 
and 10. He had not seen Jesus and his 
cross. He was therefore concerned only 
for the oppressed. He called for justice 
in the punishment of the oppressor 
But we have seen the Christ crucified. 
We have heard him speak. 11Father, for
give ... they know not ... "With those 
words we find the double concern: for 
the oppressed AND for the oppressor. 
BOTH need the mercy of God. 

Being under the new covenant is 
more than an organizational diagram, 
more than a series of steps into salva
tion, more than a list of items of wor
ship. It is life in the style of jesus Christ. 
How do we stay in. new covenant life? 
By constantly walking with him who is 
both the Mediator and the Empowerer, 
Jesus Christ. · · 
1620 Oak Tree Drive, Roseville, CA. 
95678 
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THE ABUNDANT LIFE 

The Touch of His Hand 
O.H.TABOR 

"When he had come down from the mountain, great multi
tudes followed him. And; behold, there came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean: And jesus put forth his hand touched him, saying, 
I will: be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed" (Matt. 8:1-3). 

Ther~ was wonderful power in the "touch of Christ" while 
he walked the earth. Peter's mother-in-law lay sick with fever 
and Christ came into the house and touched her hand and the 
fever left her (Matt. 8:15). Blind men came to him for help and 
he touched their eyes and they received sight (Matt. 9:29). 
When the disciples were afraid on the mountain, Jesus came 
and touched them and said, Be not afraid (Matt 17:6). When 
one of the disciples cut off the ear of the servant of the high 
priest jesus touched his ear and healed him (luke 22:51). 

His hands are laid on the sick when precious heavenly 
words of cheer and encouragement are read at their bedside 
giving them the blessing of courage, patience, and quieting 
their fears. His hand is laid on the sorrowing when God's 
precious word comes to them giving him strength, courage 
and mind to submit to tears. His hand is laid on the faint and 
weary when grace flows from the throne of God giving them 
holy peace, hushing the wild tumult and giving deep heart 
rest. 

There is another sense in which the hand of Christ is laid on 
human lives. He sends his people into the world to work for 
him. He said, 11 As the Father hath sent me into the world, even 
so send I you" (luke 9:48). Our work on earth may be just a 
dim, faint reproduction of 'the rich, full blessed life of jesus, 
yet it is through earthly vessels that his work is to be carried 
on. These hands of flesh, which he ordained to reach the 
world, must comfort, lift and help all men. We are sent out, 
not merely to observe an~ then come home with some sort 
of report about how bad conditions are, but we are sent to do 
something about it. Christians are sent to minister. In thinking 
of what God does we are apt to overlook human agency and 
to think of God as touching people directly. 

If a friend of ours is in sorrow and we go to our knees in 
prayer and ask God to comfort him may it not be that God 
will comfort him through our lips, heart and hand? When one 
we love is drifting away, save him, bring him back." But may it 
not be that ours is the hand that can rescue? We sing, "Rescue 
the perishing, care for the dying, snatch them with pity." 

We are taught to say, "Christ liveth in me." Thus his love, 
patience, gentleness, thoughtfulness and yearning liveth in me. 
Christ would love others through us and he would save others 
through us for he is still interested in the people of this world 
and we interpret Christ to them. To really have the Christ 
touch we must have the mind of Christ. When Paul said, "For 
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the love of Christ constraineth us" he meant that he had the 
love of Christ in him which prompted every act of service. 
Paul had the love that loved the unlovely, that helped the 
most unworthy, and that was gentle to the most loathesome. 
We are never ready to do good in the world until we have the 
mind of Christ. As Paul points out in the great love chapter, 
we may help without really loving. We may render a service 
benefitting them externally and temporally by putting gifts 
into their hands; building them houses, buying them clothing, 
carrying them bread, in improving their circumstances without 
having real love in our hearts for them. If this is not possible 
why then did Paul warn against such? 

It should be our deep desire to press more closely to Christ 
as the song suggests: 11Nearer, still nearer, close to thy heart, 
Draw me my Savior, so precious thou art; Fold me, 0 fold 
me close to thy breast, Shelter me safe in that haven of 
rest." When we live close to him we see everywhere about us 
the touch of the hand of jesus. The touch of dedicated hands 
of disciples of Jesus can go a long way in transforming their 
lives. How many souls have you touched with the love of 
jesus? How many souls look to you for comfort and help? 
How many loved ones listen to your wisdom that comes from 
above? We pray that God will help us to give the touch of 
Jesus to this world. 

Where can we lend this touch of jesus? As we walk with 
Jesus we {:an see where the duty lies and also we can feel the 
responsibility. When loved ones are lost in death we can lend 
his touch. Jesus stood with the weeping ones at the graveside 
and wept with them and here lies a great opportunity for us 
today, that is, to lend comfort Oohn 11 :35). When people are 
lost in sin we read that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. 
He walked with them, talked with them, ate with them and 
was able to touch their lives with his righteousness. We too 
can find some way to reach lost ones and it is not always 
done from the pulpit, as important as public preaching is. 
When sickness fills a home there we can help in many ways. 
Sometimes just to know we are there lends great encourage
ment to our friends. When people are discouraged and about 
ready to give up we can encourage and lend a touch of the 
Master's hand. When people are persecuted and lonely there 
is a chance to help them over the rough way. When moral 
danger threatened the disciples jesus warned them and taught 
them to watch and pray and we too can help them. When 
death approaches we can tell them about the home for the 
soul and cause them to see, by the eye of faith, the city of 
God where all is well. 

Christians have a wonderful mission in this world. We must 
go out with the mind of Christ and lend a hand of love and 
encouragement. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 23, 1983 



Where Will You Be When the Sun Goes Down? 
LESLIE G. THOMAS 

The way over which all people in the world travel, as they 
go onward toward their final destiny, is frequently referred 
to as a highway. If we think of the super-highways of our day, 
we naturally think of them as containing several lanes, each· 
designated for particular classes of travelers-some slower 
than others, some for shorter distances, others marked for 
through traffic, etcetera, etcetera. · 

The Lord Jesus Christ himself referred to this type of 
highway, in his great sermon of the mount, namely, "Enter ye 
in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that 
enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straightened the 
way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it." 
(Matt. 7:13, 14.) 

"The broad way" (road) has many lanes (the "ways of 
death"-Proverbs 14:12), while the "straightened way," that 
is the restricted way, is not available to any, except those who 
follow Christ-"1 am the way." Uohn 14:6.) 

All responsible people on the highway of life, must choose 
the way in which they prefer to travel; such is the preroga
tive granted to every responsible human being, notwith
standing the fact that the heavenly Father wants all men 
to follow his Son. 

Not only is mankind endowed with freedom of choice; each 
individual will be held accountable for the choice he makes. 
(Cf. joshua 24:14, 15; jeremiah 6:16). This is why it is so im
portant that the right choices be made. John Oxenham has 
expressed the matter in the following words: 

To every man there openth 
A Way, and Ways, and a Way. 
And the High Soul climbs the High Way, 
And the Low Soul gropes for the Low, 
And in between, on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 
But to every man there openeth 
A High Way, and a Low. 
And every man decideth 
The way his soul shall go. 

Not only is man responsible for his choice of a road; he 
will also he held accountable for his very attitude toward life 

and his responsibilities, as he travels that road. In the words of 
Grantland Rice: 

For when the One Great Scorer comes 
To write against your name, 
He writes-not that you won or lost
But how you played the game. 

But it remained for the Lord Jesus Christ himself to put all 
the elements of choice, along with the consequences which 
are sure to follow, in their true perspective, namely: 

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,· and fol
low me. For whosoever would save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it. For 
what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his life?" (Matthew 16:24-26). 

The fact that man is on life's highway, is not his responsi
bility, but God's;. but the priorities which he chooses and pur
sues, will determine his ultimate relationship with God. The 
purpose of such issues, as those mentioned above, and simi
lar facts and truths, is to call to the attention of accountable 
people, some of the responsibilities which they have before 
God. 

The awesome reality of the inevitable consequences which 
will surely be the lot of all who travel the highway of life, is a 
sobering thought. It would be a wonderful incentive for seek
ing the Lord's way, if every responsible person would keep 
before him the following maxim, which some thoughtful 
person suggested, and which hangs on the wall in my office: 

ONE DAY I SHALL BE 
WHAT I AM NOW BECOMING 

And so, in the words of J. Wilbut Chapman: 
One day the trumpet will sound for his coming 
One day the skies with his glory will shine; 
Wonderful day, my beloved ones bringing; 
Glorious Saviour, this Jesus is mine! 
Living, he loves me; dying, he saved me; 
Buried, he carried my sins far away: 
Rising, he justified freely for ever: 
One day he's coming, 0 glorious day! 
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History of a Prison Church 
·RICK WATSON 

The beginnings of the congregation at the Federal Cor
rectional Institution, El Reno, Oklahoma, were in a Louisiana 
jail celf in 1978. A bank robber of many years was appre
hended and jailed for the first time in his life. With the 
realization that he was finally in a situation he could not 
control or circumvent, Blake Williams tried to adjust to the 
environment. One fellow prisoner in the tank with Blake re
quested help from him in ·understanding the Bible. Blake, an 
educated man, agreed to help with the King James Version 
which is so hard for most imprisoned men to read since they 
are usually handicapped by reading difficulties. Blake never 
suspected that he would begin to see the truth unfold from the 
pages of the famous Book. 

As the days and weeks went by, other prisoners in the jail 
tank began to listen as Blake described what he was seeing in 
the Word. When the plan of salvation became evident, every 
means of being immersd inside the jail buildings was investi
gated by those prisoners who desired to become Christians. 
It soon became clear that the then present circumstances 
would not allow scriptural obedience to take place. 

A prayer went up from these men, asking for a chance to 
be buried with their Lord in baptism. The next day a preacher 
came to visit. It seems that he had been trying hard for several 
years to get permission to visit inside the jail. That day the 
same sheriff who had denied the preacher's request for such 
a long period of time suddenly said yes. 

Meeting Blake and the searching men· in his tank, the 
preacher soon learned of their desire to be baptized. The 
preacher left, quickly reentering the jail and carrying an in
flatable child's wading pool that had been in the trunk of his 
car for only a day or two. The preacher made arrangements 
with the jail staff and soon many men were completing the 
first steps of obedience to become Christians. 

In 1979 Blake arrived at FCI El Reno, Oklahoma, a Federal 
Prison. During the following 18 months he converted five men 
who were baptized into Christ. At the end of that time, 
neither Blake nor his new brothers had· an answer to the 
question "Do we have any brethren in the free world?" Of 
all the different "religions" represented in this FCI's chapel 
facility, not one Christian from the free world was coming here 
in 1979, 1980, or 1981. Denominational bands, choirs, semi
nars and meetings were, and still are, pouring in here at 
such a rate that it takes three months notice to schedule a 
program for the chapel facility. 

In February of 1981 I arrived here, like Blake, a convicted 
bank robber. I was already engaged in a search for informa
tion about a man-god whose true existence I had accepted on 
the eve of 1981. After sampling every available "Bible study" 
class in the FCI chapel, and coming up hungry of spirit, I 
began studying in private with Blake and two other inmates 
whose names I withhold at their request. Together we studied 
the Word of_ God in a fashion not allowed by the other 
groups. We took each Bible verse slowly, turning it in our 
minds to every possible angle for inspection. On several oc
casions we spent hours studying just a few verses. Blake re
mained silent as much as possible, waiting to see if we would 
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arrive at the same conclusions as he himself had months 
before. 

We began to see a picture of a church that was radically 
foreign to what three of our group had ever heard of on the 
streets. Blake was raised a baptist, one anonymous brother 
had been pentecostal, and I had been raised a methodist. Our 
fourth study partner, a young blond headed fellow, had been 
raised in a family that assembled with a group that called 
themselves a congregation of the churches of Christ. 

Our blond friend would occasionally tell us that what we 
were seeing in the Bible sounded like the church he remem
bered from his childhood. His memories were vague so none 
of us were certain this group wasn't just another denomina
tion. All we had ever heard of th~m was that "you had to be 
a member of their church to go to heaven." We were skeptical. 

The months from March through july of 1981 were used by 
us for heavy study, thirty to forty hours a week spent by each 
man in pursuit of knowledge of the basic structure of the 
first century Church. After becoming convinced of the plan 
of salvation, our blond friend was baptized. I soon followed. 
Th.is w~s in May of 1981. Other men we related our learning 
to began responding. As of this writing, May 1983, 63 men 
have been baptized here, 58 of these since May of 1981. 

In July of 1981, after hearing more from our blond brother, 
we began to think that there was a chance that his parents 
were in fact Christians and were worshiping with a scriptural 
body of believers. We mailed a letter to the elders of that 
assembly. The letter ·contained 20 questions concerning the 
basic structure of the church Christ died for. When the answer 
came two weeks later, we found it a carbon copy of what we 
ourselves were professing. 

I cannot describe the emotions that were experienced by 
us upon receipt of those few sheets of paper. As I sat on my 
bunk in this 5 X 8 cell, where these words are being written, 
I shed tears and offered thanks to the Father. We had very real 
brethren! The church Christ died for was, indeed, alive/ 

The Father has watched over our growth every foot of the 
way. That's not to say it has been easy. Neither The Christ nor 
his apostles ever promised it would be. Many, many ob
stacles have been overcome for us and the problems we must 
deal with are more elementary than those of our free world 
brethren. When we acquired access to a chapel classroom for 
a Sunday service, we counted it a major victory. Another was 
obtaining grape juice for communion. Being scheduled by the 
chapel administration for a Thursday night in a chapel facility 
room each week was another reason for thanks to the Father. 
There are no

1 
other areas in the prison available for us to 

assemble indoors. None. 
Discovering a way to siphon the water from the portable 

baptistry instead of using the drain reduced the necessary time 
for a baptism from 50 to 30 minutes .. This was a blessing for 
us since the administration chaplains have informed us that 
scriptural, obedient baptism interferes with chapel programs 
here. They don't bel_ieve it necessary to be immersed. It is 
sadly ironic. We are presently allowed 30 minutes each Satur
day to assist men here in being buried in baptism with Christ. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Law and Grace (2} 
As the nineteenth century Restoration 

movement began to get under way, our 
major thinkers were concerned with dis
tinguishing us from the denominations, 
whose teachings and worship practices 
did not pay much attention to the need 
for "chapter and verse" authority for 
how one relates himself to Christ. Our 
brethren felt the need for clear-cut com
mands of New Testament teaching, and 
strict obedience to it. This attitude was 
considered to be paramount, since the 
other groups were not counting obedi
ence important. Because of these prob
lems it took a while for many of the 
reformers to see beyond basic faith and 
obedience and to come to realize that 
they were a part of a grand system of 
grace that God had provided. 

However, names do come to mind of 
some of those of the nineteenth cen
tury who did understand grace-Moses 
Lard, j. W. McGarvey, and James A. 
Harding. These men and others left us 
a legacy that has borne fruit in later 
years. 

Fifty years ago probably the major 
emphasis in preaching was still obedi
ence and commandments and pointing 
out denominational weaknesses on 
these points. In this of course our breth
ren were right, because obedience was, 
and still is, a basic and needed New 
Testament teaching. However, still at 
that time only a few of our brethren had 
a good comprehension of grace. Among 
them were men such as G. C. Brewer 
and R. C. Bell. The impact of these men 
and others of like understanding has 
been such that many of our younger 
men of today have an excellent grasp of 
the subject and have no trouble inte
grating the grace passages noted in our 
last article into their preaching. Al
though the need to preach obedience 
is still today just as strong as it ever was, 
the motivation to obedience is greatly 
strengthened when we come into a 
fuller appreciation of God's love and 
his grace and mercy to us, and that after 
all, he is the one to get credit for our 
salvation, rather than ourselves. 

In the present day, we find extremes 
in the brotherhood with respect to 
grace. There are those who have not 
yet come to sense its meaning, thinking 
that it invalidates obedience, which they 
understand clearly, and so they still feel 
there is danger in any grace teaching. 

On the other hand, there are, indeed, 
some who have practically an antino
mian attitude, opposed to any and all 
rules or commandments that have to be 
obeyed. This view holds that grace is 
"cheap," in that it has no conditions 
except asking. One can get forgiveness 
merely by the thought, and no obedi
ence at all is required. The Bible to them 
does not have any pattern requirements 
and God's will is subjectively deter-

J.D.THOMAS 

mined by each person for himself, so no 
longer would these people argue that 
the Bible is a "rule of faith and prac
tice." To this author this is a very dan
gerous doctrine. It is probably caused by 
the recent trends toward permissiveness 
in our culture. 

4. The opposite extreme, which borders 
"bn legalism, nevers sees the big picture, 
and is constantly obsessed with minute 
regulations, such as mint and anise. I 
recently received a letter wanting sug
gestions about how to reply to such 
questions as, At what exact age must a 
woman quit teaching boys? and, Does 
the age of a Christian boy determine the 
scripturalness of his "leading" prayer in 
the worship assembly? Similar questions 
might be, How many bites of pie will 
make one a glutton? If we sing God 
Bless America at a civic club meeting is 
it patriotism or worship? How far is a 
Sabbath-day's journey? 

We are not saying that there are no 
solutions to such problems, but we 
worry about the spiritual outlook of 
those who wallow In them. There are 
weighty matters! It is possible to be so 
enamored with corrections in doctrine 
that we cannot see beyond this concept 
to God's grace, mercy and love. This 
limited view tends to make Christianity 
into no more than another model of the 
Law of Moses, which in principle had 
to be replaced-by a religion in which 
man can find real, complete forgiveness. 
Christ had to die! And the reason is that 
it takes an atoning sacrifice to cancel 
sin. It is not earned by our keeping laws 
perfectly. No man does this! 

Our final article will attempt to set 
forth a balanced view of grace and 
works. The author's booklet on Grace, 
obtainable through this paper, discusses 
these matters· in great detail. 

God took away the first covenant 
which was faulty, and replaced it with 
a new and better covenant, which was 
11enacted upon better promises." (Heb
rews 8:6, 7; See also jeremiah 31 :31ff). 
This change was from Moses' law cove
nant to the New Testament's grace cove
nant. The reason for the change is that 
law alone cannot save, as we have previ
ously noted in earlier articles. The New 
Covenant is a covenant of the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:6-8 notes 11Who has 
qualified us to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not in a written code but in 
the Spirit; for the written code kills, but 
the Spirit gives life. Now if the dispensa
tion of death, carved in letters of stone, 
came with such splendor that the Israel
ites could not look at Moses' face be
cause of its brightness, fading as this 
was, will not the dispensation of the 
Spirit be attended with greater splen
dor?" 

The indwelling Spirit does things for 
the Christian in a providential way that 

transcends law-Romans 8:13, 11by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
~ody," and 8:26, 11the Spirit helps us 
m our weakness." 

'By now we should realize that God 
as provided for us larger things than a 

system of mechanical rule-keeping. He 
wants our hearts and our respect and 
our love, not just a list of rules perfectly 
kept, but with our hearts far from him! 
He wants, and requires, our complete 
commitment, in faith and love. This atti
tude itself requires a yieldedness of our 
lives in submission to his will so that we 
are glad and happy to live for him and 
to obey his commandments. 

Grace Needs Law 
In the New Testament we find that 

law, of some sort, is also a part of God's 
plan. 

Romans 8:2-11the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set me free 
from the law of sin and death." 

In the very nature of things, Grace 
and love have to be expressed before 
they are meaningful. God expressed his 
grace toward us in the gift of his Son, 
in the establishment of the church, and 
in giving us the Bible. We need all these, 
and without them we would have no 
hope and no salvation. The expression 
is the framework or 11skeleton" that 
makes the grace real. Likewise our love 
for God gets its expression or frame
work in his "law of the Spirit of life" 
that we obey when we do the will of 
Christ. If we may use the figure of a 
tent, which has to have the support of 
tent-poles to serve any useful purpose, 
grace is the tent proper which is draped 
over and supported by the framework 
of Christ's commandments, which ex
press the conditions of grace. Unless we 
obey the commands, we have no love 
(or faith)-it is not real. But grace and 
love are the meaningful parts of the pro
gram, the commands themselves have 
no significance separate from what they 
express. Our personal relation to Christ 
is what is meaningful. Our faith is the 
condition which makes the right rela
tionship possible. But unless the faith is 
expressed in obedience to his com
mandments (or New Covenant "law''), 
it cannot be a saving faith. "Faith with
out works is dead," and "by works was 
faith made perfect (complete)" James 2. 

True faith and a right relationship 
with God require correctness in doctrine 
-certainly m the major and basic 
points. Faith in Buddha won't get the 
job done. The new birth is something 
that is not optional. There are any num
ber of passages that indicate that "doc
trines of men" and false teaching will 
render worship unacceptable. It cannot 
be a real faith or real submission that 
thinks it can furnish its own rules. Only 
God's revealed will can suffice. 

(Continued on page 1 0) 
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Running Down the Brethren DALE: R. WELLS 

"Stop talking against one another, 
brothers. Whosoever is in the habit of 
talking against his brother or criticizing 
his brother talks against law and criti
cizes law" Uames 4:11a Williams). 

I doubt that there is any sin more 
common in the church today than the 
sin James attacked in 4:11, 12. The only 
exercise some Christians seem to get is 
running down the brethren. Other sins 
may be more spectacular, but none are 
more damaging to the ~ord's church 
than this sin of character assassination. 

just what is this sin of 11talking 
against" the brothers? The New Interna
tional version suggests it is 11Siander." 
Their translation is fine, as far as it goes. 
It just doesn't go far enough. You see, 
slander is a falsehood or misrepresenta
tion designed to defame another. 

The word James used includes slan
der, to be sure, but it goes farther to 
encompass any defamatory words, 
whether false or true. What I may say 
about a brother may be true in content, 
but if it is harsh, unkind and defama
tory it is sin. 

11Talking against" a brother is a sin 
because it is aimed at criticism, not cor
rection (verses 11). The New Testament 
insists that Christians are responsible to 
confront their sinful brothers and correct 
them. 111f your brother sins, rebuke him 
.•. " (L.uke 17:3 may be the most dis
obeyed command in the church today. 

But correction can be achieved only 
through confrontation. 11Talking against" 
a brother is conversation in his absence, 
not personal confrontation. The New 
Testament commands confrontation but 
it condemns criticism. 

Character assassination is not new. 
It was going on when james wrote: 

"Stop talking against your brothers." 
And it's not the occasional slip of the 
tongue he was most concerned about 
when he wrote of people being "in the 
habit of talking against" their brothers 
(verses 11). 

Defamatory conversation is sinful on 
at least three grounds: 

1) When we malign our brothers we 
violate our relationship (verse 11 a). 
We are brothers and brothers ought 
to be loyal to one another. Cen
surious criticism undermines our 
precious relationship to one an
other. 

2) When we criticize our brothers we 
pretend we are above God's law 
(verses 11b). A judge applies law 
to others and in that capacity he 
is above the law he administers. 
When we run our brothers down, 
we show that God's law condemns 
their sins, but pretend his law 
against slander doesn't touch us. 
There's something more subtle 
here, though. James is not talking 
about the codes of God's law here, 
but of a principle he has already 
called "royal law," namely, "love 
your neighbor as yourself (2:8)~ 
Bad mouthing our brothers betrays 
lovelessness. 

3) When we tear our brothers down, 
we usurp God's throne (verse 12). 
It is God alone who has the right 
both to legislate and to bind his 
laws on man. It is God alone who 
is able to save man or destroy 
him. No wonder james chides the 
hypercritical Christian, saying: just 
who do you think you are?! 

309 West Bedford, Dimmitt, TX 79027 

Contending Or Just Contentious 
.JERRY D. LEE 

"Beloved, while I was making every 
effort to write to you about-our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to 
you appealing that you contend earnest
ly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints" Uude 3). 

Every Christian must contend for the 
faith once for all delivered. This thought 
has, however, been greatly miscon
strued into an excuse for backbiting 
and slander. 

Jude chose a word with strong athletic 
connotations. Contend implies willing
ness to suffer, to agonize in the attempt 
to win. It should never be construed as 
a guise for authoritarian pronounce
ments on tradition. 

Many brethren are willing to suffer 
hardship for their faith. This is not at 
issue. The issue among us is whether 
some are enduring such hardship, or in
flicting it on others. Contending for the 
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faith once for all delivered is suffering 
for the gospel, not acerbically- maintain
ing a doctrinal bias. It does not mean, 
for example, bickering over methods 
of evangelism or means of caring for 
orphans. 

"Contending for the faith" means 
agonizing to protect the gospel. Note 
that when priests of the Jews were con
verted to Christ, they were "obedient to 
the faith" (Acts 6:7). The gospel being 
taught to Sergius Paulus is designated 
11the faith" (Acts 13:8). New converts 
must continue in 11the faith" (Acts 14: 
22). Paul was "preaching the faith he 
once tried to destroy" (Gal. 1 :23). The 
church is 11the household of the faith" 
(Gal. 6:1 0). jude did not give the term 
"the faith" a new, technical meaning. 
He used it in its common New Testa
ment usage: 11the body of redemptive 
belief." 

It is worth noting that over against 
those who contend for the faith Jude 
sets not only the ungodly, Hcentious 
and rebellious, but also grumblers, arro
gant and divisive persons (w. 4-19). To 
be harshly arrogant and divisive is to 
fall prey to the very thing jude contends 
against. 

let us remember that we do not con
tend for the faith once delivered if we 
take an authoritarian, traditional stance. 
However, neither do we do so by reject
ing apostolic authority and being rebel
lious against the truth. 

We do contend for the faith when we 
refuse to compromise the gospel of our 
only Master and lord, jesus Christ. Many 
of Jude's first readers were called upon 
t<? suffer for the faith, perhaps even to 
dre. Before pagan authorities they con
tended for the faith once for all deliv
ered, and they won. Those who thus suf
fer are the true contenders for the faith. 
There is in the New Testament, how
ever, a.nother word for "contending." 
Found m luke 22:24· and I Corinthians 
11:16, it means 111ove of strife." I won
der whether some among us have this 
word mixed up with the one Jude used? 
1801 E. Main, League City, TX 77573 

---o-

Godless Chatter 
STEVEN CLARK GOAD 

"He has an unhealthy interest in con
troversies . . ." (1 Timothy 6:4). Paul 
calls it godless chatter. "Avoid godless 
chatter, because those who indulge in 
it will become more and more ungodly" 
(2 ""fimothy 2:16). Some of the godless 
talkmg develops when Christians (sad
ly, it is usually church leaders) take it 
upon themselves to become champions 
of controversy. And some of our con
troversies even appear to be manu
factured issues. We have so much more 
to do than fabricate straw men over 
which to divide disciples of Jesus. 

!"iinisters of God need to be people 
on~n!ed rather than issues oriented. 
Thrs rs not to suggest that God's word 
does not establish truth. But sometimes 
we focus so much on the letter of the 
!aw of God that we forget the spirit of 
rt. Jesus ate grain in the field on the 
~abbath .to the criticism of gnat strain
mg legalrsts. He had to remind them that 
the sabbath was made for humanity and 
not the other way around. 

"Controversy" journalism is not my 
favorite. Preaching on the issues usually 
doesn't win many souls. Hearts aren't 
ch~nged for th~ good by gutter-writing 
edrtors who thnve on personality attacks 
rather than dispensing the balm of Gi
lead. I have cancelled my subscriptions 
to journals that thrive on such trash. The 
focus of our lives and ministries ought 
to be Jesus and his rescue mission to 
people. 

One doesn't need to be an elder 
preacher or editor to contend for non~ 
essentials. Any Christian can join the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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IN APPRECIATION LEONARD MULLENS 

Three decades ago, Bro. Reuel Lemmons honored me by 
asking me to edit a column in the Firm Foundation to be 
called "Tips For Teachers." The purpose was to encourage 
Bible School and Bible class teachers in their great and awe
some task of teaching God's holy Word to all ages through 
the local congregations and in the homes. New methods of 
teaching were to be discussed; the organization of Bible 
Schools in the churches for effective work was to be set for
ward; teachers of all age groups were to be influenced for 
good as possible. Other matters connected with teaching 
were also presented from time to time. 

Just how well the purpose of the column was met is not 
mine to decide. The purpose of this article is to express ap
preciation to so many people who over the years contributed 
to that column and others who expressed their appreciation 
for it. 

Literally hundreds of people among the churches of Christ 
contributed of their talents, time, and energy over those thirty 
years in sharing with all of us their knowledge of teaching 
materials, methods, and administration. Many Bible School 
teachers, both men and women, contributed to the more 
effective teaching of the Word of God. Let me express my 
thanks to all of these great people in the kingdom of God who 
were willing to go to extra lengths to share themselves and 
their knowledge and experiences with us all. I know that 
through all of this time I was the one who gained most of all, 
because I learned so very much about the teaching of God's 
Word that I would not have done any other way. 

And during these years, so many people in the Lord's 
church sent letters and words of thanks to me for what this 
column attempted to accomplish. For all of these expressions 
of gratitude, I must say thank you. Your response has meant 
so very much to me in a personal way, and the way the read
ers reacted to the column made it an extreme pleasure to try 
to write and edit it. 

I must, of course, express my appreciation to Bro. Reuel 
Lemmons, editor of the paper who invited me to try to pro
duce this column. Over all these years, he and I never had any 
disagreement over its content. To my memory, there was not 
an article submitted that was not printed in due time. There 
were many times through these years when I was late getting 
copy into the hands of Bro. Lemmons, because I was busy 
preaching the gospel and trying to work in the church. Yet 
there was never a hint of impatience on his part. I can only, in 
deep humility, express my appreciation to him for the rela
tionship that existed over these years. I shall always treasure 
that relationship as one of the high points of these past years. 

In the future, I will no longer be editing this page. This, 
however, does not mean that I am not interested in the teach
ing of the Word of God. I will always appreciate hearing from 
you and I will try to answer any questions, or give any help 
that I can, as in the past. Write to me. 

Let me say again, "My thanks to all of you for sharing with 
all of us and with me of your knowledge and your time about 
teaching God's Word. "May our Father bless you all and may 
you continue to grow in grace and in knowledge. The Lord 
willing, I plan to continue to be very much involved in writ
ing and working for the World Bible School program. Pray for 
that work. 

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are 

pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good 
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praise
worthy-meditate on these things.'~ (Philippians 4:8) 

And remember, KEEP ON TEACHING! 
Box 828, Salado, Texas 76571 

Because It Is Not Quitting Time 
JAMES D. BALES 

Did you try and fail? Did you let yourself down? Does it 
seem that your efforts to lead others to Christ accomplished 
nothing? Have you seen a work to which you have devoted a 
part of your life slipping away or being undermined by others? 
Did you fight for the right and others seemed to desert you 
and leave you to fight a seemingly hopeless battle? Have you 
become disgusted at times with some .brethren? with your
self? Did you decide to chuck it all and quit? 

Why not quit? First, do not quit because it is not quitting 
time. The time to quit is when the last bell rings and we 
are called home. "And because iniquity shall be multiplied, 
the love of the many shall wax cold. But he that endureth to 
the end, the same shall be saved." 

Second, do not quit because victory is yours in spite of the 
lack of success of some or many of your efforts. 

Third, do not quit because you will reap some fruit from 
your labors. Some of your sowing of the seed of the kingdom, 
and doing the deeds of the kingdom, will plant and nourish 
the seed in good and honest hearts even if there are many 
hearts which do not respond or which fall away after re
sponding for varying lengths of time. "Wherefore, my be
loved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not vain in the Lord." "And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

Do not quit. Do not lay your armor aside until death says: 
It is quitting time, though your influence will live on after you 
are gone. 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 
CHANGES HANDS 

It is with a feeling of sorrow that I announce the 
sale of the Firm Foundation. The Showalter family 
has been associated with the Firm Foundation for 
almost eighty years and 'the sense of loss is great. 
My father was editor for forty-six years ending with 
his death in 1954. I have been with the Firm Foun
dation for some forty-six years myself both as an 
employee and owner along with my two brothers 
and sister. 

The new owners are brother H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
and brother Bill Cline. Brother Cline will be the new 
editor. Brother Lemmons declined to continue as 
editor. The decision was his. 

The new owners have assured me that the Finn 
Foundation will continue to present the truth in 
the same spirit as G. H. P. Showalter. It will continue 
to present opposing viewpoints and will not be 
devoted to partyism. Nor will it become a single• 
issue oriented paper, but will be a positive source 
of biblical truth and an aid to gospel preachers, 
teachers and students of the Bible. May God direct 
them in their efforts to this end is my prayer. 

G. H. P. Showalter, Jr. 
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LAW AND GRACE (2) 
(Continued from page 7) 

The beauty of grace is that we who 
cannot or do not live perfect lives can 
find forg iveness and hope. If mere law 
were all there was, none of us wou ld 
make it. 

In the grace covenant the man of 
God can be "lifted righ t out of this mun
dane world," as far as the humdrum
ness and the meaninglessness of life 
of the average man are concerned. 
The Christian gets an insight into the 
meaning and purpose of life that puts 
a spring into his step and a joy into his 
heart. It is great to be alive because it is 
great to be a child of · God! Hope 
abounds, because the God of all pow
er, who created the universe, and con
trols it all; loves me! life has' meaning 
and success is guaranteed. I am in tune 
with the universe and all is well with my 
soul! What joy! (End of series) 
1334 Ruswood Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 

GODLESS CHATIER 
(Continued from page 8) 

"Chatterbox" club. But I hope you' ll 
pass. Speak words that encourage, 
mend, bui ld and strengthen. Refuse to 
engage in quasi-religious arguments that 
result in "envy, quarreling, malicious 
talk, evil suspicions and constant fric
tion between men of corrupt mind'' 
(1 Timothy 6:4b-Sa). 

Mud thrown is ground lost! God never 
gave us the task of mud slinging in 
jesus' name. If you must throw some
thing, make sure it is the saving seed of 
God' s word. And when others speak ill 
of you, so live that nobody will believe 
them. 
1223 East Dana, Mesa, AZ 85204 ___ ...,..,_ __ 

THE FIVE CHURCHES OF 
NIAS, INDONESIA 
Gary G. Soehner 

As the small twelve-passenger air
plane landed on the island of Nias, I 
thought briefly of the previous months 
of preparation involved in such a jour
ney as this. The five churches in Nias 
are located in areas without electrici ty, 
cars, newspapers, bathrooms, running 
water, and medical faci lities. Several 
churches are located in places where 
even horses can not make the climb. 
This trip I had prepared extra for the 
physica l exertion that would be req uired 
to hike to some of these churches. I 
had packed a travel pack with camping 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug.31, 1983 
Dec.27, 1983 
April 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
JACK P. LEWIS 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Rd .. Memphis, T enn. 38117 

Ph. 901·761·1350 901 ·683·1678 
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equipment and teaching materials. The 
church in Nedan had previously con
tacted leaders of the churches in Nias 
in order to inform them of my planned 
arrival on June 1, 1983. 

It was thrilling for me as I departed 
from the airplane and discovered repre
sentatives from the various churches 
waiting for me. Together we charted 
out plans to visit each church. For the 
past two years I have been the only di
rect contact they have had with any 
foreign missionary. 

I have made three trips in the last 
three years each consisting of about two 
weeks. The most dramo.t ic success story 
is_ the growth ~f ~he church in Fadoro. 
Stnce the begmnmg of the church in 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETlNG YET? 

CALL 501/2687351 

Fadoro during my t rip in 1980, there 
have been one hundred and thirty-two 
(132) baptisms. I spent most of my time 
with this church during my tri p this 
month. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care starr. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If lnteresled, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/ 448-3557. 

WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

We can help you to be more effective in 
personal work. Have you thought about this 
area or work? One year course-No Tuition
V. A. Benefits-Write or call for more informa· 
lion. SCHOOL OF PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM 
Church of Chr ist, 3380 Coleman Ave. 
P.O. Box 22307, Memphis, Tn. 38122 
Phone: (901) 324·8831 or 324·0120 

Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

LARRY BROW N, Broker 
Res. Pho. 806-353-2020 

3501 S . Georgia • A marillo, TX 79109 
Phone 806-355-8261 

RE W RIGHT, Realtor 
Res. Pho. ~359~ 

Larry Brow n is a deacon in the South west Church of Christ. Re Wright p reached 
for 20 years and now is a m ember of the Cent ral Church o f Christ. 

For your con vt;nience we wi~l be happy to m eet you st the airp ort, snd/ or m ske 
your reservetions for overmght accommodations. snd provide sny assistance 
for fin ding your new hom e. 

FIRM FO UNDATIO N 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a glass like appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
OlDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

rlrm foundMion rublbhlng HOU)e P.O. &ox 610 Austin. Tex.u 787 67 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this du.ring this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository writing . .. setting a standard in New Testamen t commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work fo r sermon preparation, classroom teaching, or personal study. Written 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid , these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Mauhcw 
M ark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Rom,,ns 
I 8. II Corin thians 

~irm <Joun()nti 
~--------ABOUT THE AUTHOR--------~ 

james Burton Coffman is no ted for his g ifted 
ministry. his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
writings are rhe invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout rhe United Stares. Mission
aries are currently using these commentaries 
all over the world. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Galatl.1ns- Colossians 
I &. II Thess.11omans-

Phllemon 
Hebrews 
James- Jude 
Revelation 
( 1 2 volume set ) 

lishing ~OUSt 
SINCE 1884 

Send your o rder to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 6 10. Austin. Texas 78767 

Individual volumes S l 0. 95 
12 volume set S 125.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. Texas 
residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE- CALL NOW National - 1-800-531-5227 Texas - 1-800-252-9103 



HISTORY OF A PRISON CHURCH 
(Continued from page 6) 

We recently witnessed the beginning 
of an hispanic body of believers in this 
prison. We assemble together with them 
to partake of communion each first day, 
an experience every member of the 
Lord's church should have at least once. 

To date there are eleven brethren who 
have been released from FCI El Reno 
after becoming Christians inside these 
razor wire fences. To the best of our 
knowledge, not one has returned to 
prison. In light of th e rate at which con
victs "repeat" and are again confined, 
our batting average is exceptional. This is 
not to say a brother will not fall and will 
not be imprisoned again but we do feel 
the present track record deserves con
templating. 

In closing I would like to share a very 
special dream of mine. I pray that the 
Father might one day grant me the privi
lege of worshiping with several hundred 
of my brethren one Lord's Day morning. 
Using our small gatherings here as a 
gauge, the amount of love that must be 
present in such a large assembly of 
brethren would be staggering. It is cer
tainly beyond my ability to imagine. I 
consider those brethren who experience 
such an event each and every week to be 
very fortunate. To bask in the amount of 
love that must flood such an assembly 
has to be the most wonderful thing a 
Christian can experience this side of the 
Father's rest. I am not alone here in 
treasuring this dream. 
Federal Correctional Institution, 
El Reno, Oklahoma 

Clyde P. Findlay, 1316 Ridgeview, 
Tyler, Texas 75701 : We are enjoying 
Tyler very much. I have preaching at 
Omen Road where 0. J. Russell is resi
dent evangelist, and at West Irvin where 
Perry Hall is resident evangelist. Please 
note change of address. 

AI.J...m. Cf,;.,;.m Undergraduate 
(' I I r f) I & Graduate 
Jc/700 o Fl.e1igio11 Degrees In Bible 

A .M .. B.A .• B.S .. M.A.. M.Th. 
Full SchOII fJhtPJ AVIJIJOie F01 Full T1m0 Srudenrs on Mam Campus 

G l ApfHO~ed Off C•mws Pf()Otems Available 

C1ll Collect for Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277·351 0 

6020 Allanlo Highway. Montgomery. AL 36117 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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ANCHOR POINT CHURCH SCHEDULED 
LECTURESHIP IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

RADIO STATION DEDICATION 

ning, and two more Friday evening. 
The Anchor Point congregation will 

provide the evening meals for Thursday 
and Friday. We will also provide housing 
if you need it. Self-contained campers 
can find state campground space on the 
Anchor River and. near the radio station 
site. 

In conjunction with the dedication of 
World Christian Broadcasting Corpora
tion's radio station, we are having a two 
day lectu reship. 

Plan to set aside August 18-19 to be 
with us and for the dedication of the 
radio station. Brothers Reuel Lemmons, 
Maurice Hall, Jim Cladwell, and Charles 
Whittle will be our lectureship speakers. 
There will be two speakers Thursday eve-

If you are coming, please let us know 
by August 1 so we can provide enough 
food for all. Also, please let us know 
who needs housing so those arrange
ments can be made. 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2YEARS 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Perso11.al Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains· 
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 

/Jfi¢U SAINTS 
TJ-fE MEET 

1983 

representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior cit izen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas residents add 5 % sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 23, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family .........•.............. $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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FIRST YEAR REPORT: 
Douglas Arthur, london, England 

It was not exactly an awe-inspiri ng 
sight when the eight members of the 
Central London Church gathered-with 
nine non-Christian f riends-for that firs t 
service on 4 July, 1982. But a year later 
the congregation began to catch a vision 
for what God wi ll do in this city. After 
fixing an attendance goal for the anni
versary service of 117, we were indeed 
inspired when 176- more th an ten t imes 
our original number-assembled on that 
day. 

As of 3 ju ly 1983 we are more than 
50% self-supporting, and thus prepared 
to absorb a 50% reduction in financial 

assistance from external sources. In fact, 
by th e end of our second year we intend 
to be totally self-supporting. 

In our first year the Lord has b lessed 
us with 52 baptised into · Christ, over 
90% remaining faithful. The member
ship of the church grew from 8 .to 64. 

Wh ence did the 52 conversions come? 
All ages. (Our youngest was 16, our eld
est a stout 88!) Ana all nations: Barba
dos, Bermuda, Canada, El Salvador, Great 
Britain, Hong Kong, India, Jamaica, Ken
ya, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Pa
pua New Guinea, Sierra Leone and the 
United States! 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN M•n•stry works wtt h '••tnful eonor•o•t•ons o f tP'It 
CP'Iuttl"'tt ot Chttst w hose memtan on m•lltary msta.llll•ons 
•onctwkH • •• wa•t.ng to h t ll) your loved onu - a s lflty h&¥t 
l'leiDtCI w tth l ht uur•tua l an<l Ohys •ta l nteos of t~uunds of 
otMrs duung lht p.ut hvt years Trus se~tce '' ,,..,, 

S.no .,, mt , complete a<Sdtus. pnone ~nd m•hury •nstalllt ton. 
and spmtual concllhon, ' ' 11no"'n along ,., ,,, your nam e •nd ad· 
Cl tUI 10 

AMEN 

~~;.. WHITE'S FERAV ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

So• 2000 
Wut ~onroe. l ou•s•• n• 7 1291 

Americ:ar MiUtary Ev&DgeUzi.ag Natlooo 

?.~-~-::~~;! ~ ... ,..-...:;"';;;." ;..;,k ,_;.t>·.,;;:>·...;Vo __ :. _____ :......; 
Keynote Speaker . Tnursaay 

Hardeman Nichols 
A re There Sp•r•tuat G•l ts Today? 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school, Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send your name and 

address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 

THE 

'"t-"; · , ... 

Is My G1h Needeo Today? 
~t .. 

.· ... 
Keynote Speaker. S?turday 

Ira North 
Is There Room In The K •ngdom For Me':' 

. ,- INT-ERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE-
~ ..... . 
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WAITE OR CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
complete p rogr:tm- tree flOUS•ng and camper space 

area motel•n tormallon 

P.O. Box IBC - Florence, Alabama 
205-766-6610 or 1-800-982-4807 

FIRM FOUNDATION-AUGUST 23, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advcrtis i n~r in t his scction $1.50 per line. Dcsi~cd especinlly to accommodate conQ'rcgations 

Church of 90 in Whiteface, Texas (Pop. 500, 40 miles 
west of lubbock, Texas, has an immediate opening for 
a full-time preacher. Three bedroom home and utilities 
furnished. Salary Is negotiable. Submit inquiries or 
application and resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
212, Wh iteface, TX 79379. Call 806 287-1373 or 2B7-1203 
or 267-1318. ndYertbinll' mcelinll' p laces, p reachers stekinll' work or conll'r<>II'Gtiona aeakln~r pr ucheno. Aho oti>er 

nectptablc matter. Sou nd, mature, gospel preacher desires to work with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 693-5852. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRI ST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personnl Emngo:lism-Missions 
Exceptiona l Curriculum for Women 

.. approved for V~teran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

I (303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lnmar, Denver, Co 80227 
FOU T HOOD - KILLEEN, 'I'EXA.S 

Southside Chur ch ot Ch r ist 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. T erry H arrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.l\1. & 6:00 
P.M .. Wed. 7 :00 P.M. 
CJIATliA.U, N. J .. Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW J E RSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St .. V .F.W. Hall. 
Sunday clnsses, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

DAY AREA SOIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Rond 

P lenHnnton, Cnllfornln 94500 
James W. Ferg uson, Sr., D irector 

ATT'N. MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. " E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 a nd 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. J olly. Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Chureh of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-•1749 

Mac Bartoo. Evangelist 

D ENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CIIniST 

455 So. Youngtleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For S e rvice Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwr ight, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY POUGHKEEPS IE, N.Y. 
We will conlact your relat ives and fri ends. Church 
meets at 112 Mont~omcry St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462·0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjecls. For 
Free Information write: Sunscl Church of Chrisl, 2432 
27th 51., lubbock, TX 79411. 

Rcllremenl Approachingl 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal cli
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 8S603. 
(602) 432-S1 16 or (602) 432-2994. 
ALASKA. ANCUORA.GE CHUR.OH OF 
CHUIST, 2700 D e Barr Rd. Will contact 
relntives or fri ends In Alnska. Pnt McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, A laska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 220:> E . 1\lo rgnn Ave .. 
U.S. 400 E n lf t OprJOslte K-lllnrt • . Offic e 4 77 -
5!!71. n o b by Wnd c, Jilin. 470- 4050. 
Docs your congregation need the "Heart Writing Min· 
istryl" Wri te Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens. Box 285, 
Shawnee. OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBL ES-writo for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texns 79604. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE July 15, 1983. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife Jcam heavy o n 
personal work and grounding in the faith. Contact Bo b 
Ekman .. 405/732-5709. 

HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate open ing for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparcnts. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications fo r house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or l. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 

MINISTERS WANTED 
to attend the 12th Annual Mln, ters' Re treat at Pettijohn 
Springs Christian Camp, Scptcn>oer 26-27. Good food, 
fun and fellowship. Info contact: Pettijohn Sprin~:s, 
Madill, OK 73446. 405-765-5015. 

NEW TESTAMENT GREEK courses now offered through 
correspondence. Credit given through the SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING GRADUATE EXTENSION DE
PARTMENT. Diploma given with the completion of .len 
cou rses. For information write: John Hobbs, 1609 Krng
ston, Grand Prairie, Texas, 75051 . 

financially independent pulpil minislcr, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
wothin reasonable distance of Metroplcx, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 

Wanted: Semi or relired minister to work wilh a 
small church at Girard, Texas 79518. 3 bedroom house 
and utilities furn ished. Salary is negotiable. II inter
ested, call elders, 806 284-2537 or 284-2310 or 
237-6427. Box 337. 
The Church of Christ In Hempstead, Texas is now inter
viewing preachers for • full-time ministry. Interested 
parties may submit Inquiries or applications to : Hemp
stead Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 556, Hempstead, 
Texas 77445, attn: James Smith. 
Minister needed for small congregation. limiled salary. 
Please send a current resume, references to Church of 
Christ, c/o Ted Goode, Rt. 2, Box 33 A, Holly, Colo
rado 81047. Call 303-727-5381. 
THE ASH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST In Wilson, Okla. 
has opening for full-time preacher. Contact elders at 
229-0761 or 666-2873. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Stud ies 
by Lorry Deason in h is ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Dible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes w ith 207 page study guide com
plete w ith outl ines. Ideal for Adull Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. S88.00 
postpaid. Order from: life Communications, Box 6SS, 
Clifton Pork, NY 12065. 
MISSION CHURCH :!n~c::.cd""s-e-va_n_g_e""li,..s t:--o-r -p-e-rs_o_n-a'"l -w-o-r'"ke-r, 
must supply own supporl. Call (814) 274-9320 or wrilc 
Church of Christ RD;:1, Box 231, Coudersport, Pa. 
16915. 
VU!UA, ARIZ., OGl ,V, 28th St. Sunday 

10. 11 n.m. & 6:30 p.m. P h. 3H-3750 
The Church of Chris! In Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries o r 
applications and resumes 10 Church of Christ, 21 07 
Arkansas Avenue, laredo, Texa.s 76040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania! 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also cont•ct your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
Orlsto l, Virginia, East Bristol Church o f Chris t just off 
1-81 between Exi t 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Su nday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Retired college English teacher. 63. seeking work with 
church lhat desires plain Bible-centered preaching from 
one with 42 years teaching experience. Self-supporting 
excepl for housing. Orlan Sawey, P. 0 . Box 163, Bryson 
City, NC 28713. (704) 486-6369 or 466-3067. 
THE MOST SENSIBLE commentary ever writlen on the 
book of Revelation. You will appreciate it. 461 pages, 
cloth bound. Order from the author, E•rl A. Miller. 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78756. S15.00 plus $1 .00 
postage. Texas residentS include tax. 
FOR SAlE: Chrisllan Bookstore and School Supply In 
Denver, Colorado. Will sell both or sep3rately. Call 
Gaylen Ammons (303) 922-6950. 
FOR SALE: 50 piece set of IVear-fver aluminum com
munion ware, $100. Contact Southside Church of Chris!, 
1318 S. Congress, Auslln, lexas 78704, phone 512 
444 ·3300. 
MUSICAL MEMORIES from 1850-1950. Tapes, lyrics and/ 
or concerts by one or six. Cowboy and hill ballads. 
Send stamped envelope for more information about 
moral music. Wm. Kay Moser, Rt. 6, O ttumwa, Iowa 
S2501. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of 
Christ is developins: a program for college and univer

. slty students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school In Nashville this fall 1 p lease send name, address, and school to West Eno 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, T n. 37205. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundnt"loa 
trle. to •creen ndvertfAing-, nnd lYIII not 
knowingly t nke queatlonnble ndve rtllllnlf. 
But lt Ia the rende r'• respon11lblllty to tn
VCIItlgn te. Like nny other PBl•er, we •ome
Ume• unwltt1ngl7 run nn UDlYOrlh 7 ad. 
Aa the old IIBTing goes, befor e yon lnveat. 
tnve11tl~nte l 

Esten Macon, Morrison, Tn. 37357: 
I preached twice at Kitheld, my home 
place, july 10. I am to return next year. 
I have also filled in at Diffrell, Hebron 
and West Riverside in Warren County. 
I help with Morrison's radio work and 
teach the Adult Bible Class on Wednes
day. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

DO YOU 
Want to Preach? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
t hemselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that is 
thorough ly Bible-centered and 
academically excellent? 

M:{9~~~i~i 
Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601 l 289-2896 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practica l Train ing Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail , Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021 , Phone: 817-262-3911 
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A PLACE TO GROW 
A PLACE TO REACH OUT 

A PLACE TO SERVE 
The Biblical Studies Center and the Institute for Christian Studies~erve the 

University of .Texas at Austin to provide an exciting opportunity for continl:ling 
spiritual growth. · · ~-~}·:· 

The Institute for Christian Studies and the 'Biblical Studies Center offer: 

An Outstanding faculty 

Courses in Bible approved for academic credit by the University of Texas 

A Bachelor's Degree in Bible from Abilene Christian University 

A two-year Program in Ministry for full-time students 

The B.S.C. and I.C.S. are ministries of the University Avenue Church 'of 
Christ, strategically located at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Send us names and addresses of students enrolled at the University so that 
we may invite them to become a part of this great ministry. · 

We offer students fellowship, recreation and Bib~e S~dy~ 

We Truly Care 

Established 1917' 

.. , 
... 

BIBLICAL 
STUDIES 
CENTER 

INSTITUTE FOR 

Write: Dr. Rex Kyker, Campus Minister 

1909 UNIVERSITY A VENUE Telephone 512-477-5701 

CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES 

Write: Dr. James Thompson, Faculty Chairman 

AlJS~, ~ 78705 

/ 
I 
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1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNO'f§.:JH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 ik~ 

Vol. 100 c,~\)'~. o\ Austin, Texas, August 3D, 1983 1i 1,.~ ~ No. 35 

¢&• ~t-- - ~ 
, ~etrl ~~~ .· · .· ~~ ~ 

~~\\e~ Y/ THE ONLY CHRISTIANS ~.~~· 
/ ~ 

Thomas B. Warren .. ~«' 

Lately, it seems to have become a problem with even God~s word is sown into a good and hon!:heart and the 
some members of the church as to whether members of the person responds by obeying the instructions which are set 
church of Christ are the only Christians. As for myself~ I in God~s word, then the result will be a child of God. On the 
have no hesitation whatever in affirming that the Bible other hand~ if a person obeys any message other than the 
teaches that every one who is a Christian is a member of the gospel of Christ~ then he does not become a child of God-
church of Christ. I have known that the Bible teaches this no matter how sincere and zealous he may be. 

truth for at least fifty years. Since I know that -as a penitent believer -I have been 

The Bible teaches that salvation is in Christ (II Tim. 2:10). 
And~ to be in Christ is to be in His church (Gal. 3:26-27; I 
Cor. 12:13; Mk. 16:15-16; Ads 20:28; 2:38; Eph. 1: 7; eta/.). 
The Bible teaches that it is impossible for one to ucross the 
line, into being. a Christian without ucrossingthelineu into 
salvation. (No one can become a Christian without having 
his sins washed away by the blood of Christ.) And~·no one 
can across the line, into salvation without ucrossing the 
line, into Christ. The Bible also teaches that it is impossible 
to ucross the line, into Christ without ucrossing the line, 
into the church. According to Bible teaching, there is not 
even one person who is in Christ who is not in the church. 
In short, the Bible teaches that there are no Christians 
outside of the church for which jesus died. When one 
obeys the gospel, being baptized (as a penitent believer~ 
Ads 2:36-41) in the name of Christ, then the Lord adds him 
to the church. The Lord has only one church (the one 
which He planned, prophesied, promised and established)~ 
and He never adds any one to any other church! And, when 
a person- as a penitent believer- is baptized in the name 
of (by the authority of) jesus Christ, then Christ adds him to 
His one and only church. He never adds any one to any 
other church (that is, He never adds any one to a 
denomination or to any other mere human organization or 
institution)! 

Is it possible for a person to know that he is a member of 
the church which jesus bought with His own blood? Yes, 
the Bible teaches that it is possible to know such. The 
principle which makes this clear is found in Luke 8:11, 
which states that the seed (in the parable) is the word of 
God. Galatians 6:7-9 makes clear that every seed brings 
forth aher its kind (Cf.: Gen. 1:11-12). Thus, if the useed" of 

baptized in the name of Christ, I know: (1) that I was 
baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 3:26-27), (2) that I 
became a Christian when I entered Christ, and (3) that I 
became a member of the church of Christ when I was 
baptized in the name of Christ. I know that if I were not in 
Christ~ I would not be a Christian. And I also know that if I 
were not in the church of Christ (the one and only one 
purchased by the blood of Christ) I would not be a 
Christian. 

Anticipating an objection which some people are prone 
to make in the face of the above, I disclaim that it is a 
manifestation of self-righteousness or of arrogance for any 
one to claim· to know that he is a Christian (and, thus, a 
member of the church for which jesus died, Acts 20: 28). As 
a matter of fact, it is very humbling to make this claim. This 
is the case because no one becomes a member of the 
church of Christ without admitting (confessing) that he is a 
sinner, that he cannot save himself without the amazing 
grace of God. This even further entails the fact that when 
one has done all that he has been commanded to do~ he is 
still to count himself an unprofitable servant (Lk. 17:10). In 
becoming a Christian, I recognized that I was not doing 
even one meritorious work. I recognized that not one thing 
I did had any power (apart from the blood of Christ. Eph. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND STATEMENT 

The Firm Foundation Publishing House has changed hands. The 
Showalter family, after owning the company for approximately eighty 
years, has elected to sell its interest to William S. (Bill) Cline and H. A. 
(Buster) Dobbs. The Showalter name has been prominent in the 
churches of Christ for many years and will be long remembered, much 
appreciated and greatly respected. 

For the past twenty-eight years Rue I Lemmons has served as editor of 
the weekly paper printed by the Firm Foundation Publishing House. He 
has decided to resign and his resignation has been accepted by the new 
owners. We wish him well and commend him for his many years of 
service. Brother Lemmons has become widely known throughout our 
great brotherhood. 

The paper will, of course, be ongoing. It is with a happy anticipation of 
greater things to come that we announce the appointment of WilliamS. 
Cline to the editorship of the FIRM FOUNDATION. 

As a reader of this journal you have every right to know the direction 
the paper will take, the attitude of the new owners and the editoral policy 
of the new editor. 

EDITORIAL POLICY STATEMENT 

The name of G. H. P. Showalter, Sr. lives and shines brightly in the 
annals of the restoration movement. He was a man of rare courage, bright 
intellect, total dedication and good judgment. Many now living knew and 
loved him and can bear witness to the noble way in which he served the 
cause of Christ. Brother Showalter, in the nearly fifty years he edited the 
FIRM FOUNDATION, contributed mightily to the advance of the 
kingdom of God, especially in Texas, and was everywhere recognized as 
a cham pion of truth and righteousness. 

We intend, as we are sure brother Lemmons attempted to do in the 
beginning of his work, to continue the paper in the spirit and in the 
tradition of G. H. P. Showalter, Sr. It is a manifest mistake for any ofusto 
kick down the ladder by which we have climbed. When he came out of the 
battle of life, with sword and shiel~ undented, to lay his armour by, he left 
us a worthy example. "Lives of all great men remind us, we can make our 
lives sublime, and, departing, leave behind us footprints on the sands of 
time." 

We can, as someone has wisely observed, make progress by going 
back. Cole Porter wrote the lyrics, "Everything old is new again". When 
we look at the Firm Foundation papers printed in the half-century 
between 1900 and 1950 (years of toil and tears, but also of glory and 
growth, for the church) the following things seem to stand out. 
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ATTITUDE TOWARD THE BIBLE 

The Bible was revered for what it is- the very word of 
the very God. The blessed book was, therefore, 
recognized as infallible, inerrant and all-sufficient 
(please read II Timothy 3:16, 17}. This God-breathed 
record was honored as representing, not the mere 
unaided thinking of weak and foolish mortals, but the 
wisdom of the Almighty. The Bible was accepted as 
verbally inspired, i.e., inspired in its words, which is to say 
that God, through the Holy Spirit, not only revealed the 
message but gave to the messengers the very words in 
which that message was to be couched. 

The writers for and the editor of the FIRM 
FOUNDATION, in that period under observation, always 
gave book, chapter and verse. A healthly respect for the 
healthful teaching of the Bible compelled these valiant 
soldiers of the cross, in their colossal struggle to 
establish first a beachhead and then take a country and a 
world in the name of Christ, to always cite the scripture 
reference. This allowed those who read their writings, or 
who heard them speak, to check the teaching againstthe 
standard of God's own word. "Now these were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, examining the 
scriptures daily, whether these things were so" (Acts 
17:11 ). The practice of giv.ing book, chapter and verse 
encourages respect for God's Word and study of the 
Bible. The contributors of articles to the Firm Foundation, 
in the future, will be repectfully requested to follow this 
practice. 

PURPOSE OF THE FIRM FOUNDATION 

The primary purpose of this weekly journal is to explore 
thoroughly the teaching of the Bible. We intend for the 
presentation to cover the full spectrum of Bible teaching. 
We will not allow this periodical to become a single 
purpose publication. We have no axe to grind. We will not 
be hatchet men for any faction. We will not wash dirty 
linen in public. 

We propose to include in each issue of the FIRM 
FOUNDATION the following type material: 

(a) Evangelistic teaching calculated to instruct in the 
way of truth those who are outside of the body of 
Christ. We regard all who are of an accountable age 
and who have not obeyed the gospel to be lost and in 
need of salvation. There is an urgency about 
reaching such people with the truth of God's word 
and, by the power of that word, causing them to bring 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ. We hope to be an influence in reviving the 
militant, evangelistic zeal of the past so that the 
church will again grow and expand as it should. Time 
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was when the churches of Christ were the fastest 
growing religious body in the world. May we return 
to the dedication that will impel us to "go out into the 
highways and hedges, and constrain them to come 
in, that my house may be filled" (Luke 14:23). 

(b) Worldwide missionary work will be encouraged in 
every possible way. We expect to carry reports from 
that splendid band of devoted disciples who are 
giving their lives to proclaim the unsearchable riches 
of Christ in distant and difficult places. 

(c) Exposition of sacred scripture will be presented by a 
select group of excellent Bible scholars. We intend 
for the teaching to be pointed, elegant and true to the 
book. Sermon outlines that may be helpful to 
preachers and teachers will be included. We are 
committed to providing the best possible material 
for our readers. 

(d) While fully intending for the material in the FIRM 
FOUNDATION to be positive and edifying, we do 
recognize that inspired men commanded teachers of 
the word to reprove and rebuke as well as to exhort 
(please read II Timothy 4:1-4). With no special group 
in mind, we will be free to question or support or 
oppose any issue on scriptural grounds. We may on 
occassion print teaching with a point and counter
point format. 

UNITY 

The mag netic plea to restore New Testament 
Christianity to the world has, in its very nature, been a 
plea for unity in the Lord. Unity on the basis of the Bible 
and the Bible only. Which, of course, involves 
surrendering denominational dogma and accepting the 
teaching of the New Testament. We make no apology for 
insisting upon abandoning human traditions and 
opinions - the doctrines of men - in order to cleave to 
the Lord and to his powerful word. We are under 
obligation to work toward the ideal of converting all 
people to Jesus, but must recognize the reality that, to the 
extent people in and out of the church do not honor and 
abide by God's word, such a magnificient goal will not be 
accomplished. We are hostile to denominations and 
denominationalism because we are loyal to Jesus. 

FINALLY 

We need and expect the help of all our brethren. We 
welcome constructive criticism. The column, From the 
Harvest Fields, will print excerpts from letters sent to us 
by our readers. 

May God grant that the FIRM FOUNDATION continue 
to be a powerful and constructive force for good. 
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THE JAILOR'S REJOICING 
Acts 16:34 

Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 

In our world of darkness and anxiety there is a need to see 
oceasions of joy and rejoicing. Such needs to be based upon a 
good foundation. This is true in the case of the jailor in Acts 
16:19-40. This man comes to have many things for which he 
could rejoice. 

I. HE COULD REJOICE BECAUSE SOMEONE WOULD 
CALL ATTENTION TO HIS FALSE SUPPOSITION. 

J. He supposed the prisoners had fled. (v. 27) 
2. That supposition almost cost him his life. 
3. Paul was the best friend he had at the time. 
4. He pointed out the error of his thinking and thus the error 

of his conduct. 
5. Such was true on that Pentecost of Acts 2:14-15. 

Peter's correction of their supposition clears the way for 
preaching the gospel to them. 

6. Surely we can rejoice when someope shows what he 
believes is based upon supposition and not fact. 

II. HE COULD REJOICE THAT SOME WOULD 
SACRIFICE TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO 
HIM. 
I. One has but to look at Paul and Silas to see the price they 

paid to preach the gospel to this man. 
2. Surely there were easier things they c~ld do. 
3. They were paying a great price because of their love for 

the souls of men. 
4. Suppose they had not been· willing to pay the price? 

Would he be rejoicing that night? I doubt it. 
5. Supoose the pioneers of the past had not been willing to 

sacrifice to get the gospel to us? What then? Don't we have 
rea~on to rejoice because of what they did? 

111. HE COULD REJOICE IN THE FACT THAT 
HE WAS WILLING TO LEARN. 
I. He could have been so prejudiced that he would not hear. 

Some scoffed or mocked when Paul preached in Athens 
(Acts 17:32). He could have done the same. 

2. Some could consider Paul and Silas as men of no position 
and thus would not hear them. 

3. He was willing to ask what to do and he was willing to do 
what he was told todo(Acts 16:30-34). Notice he was told 
to believe and it is stated that he did believe. Such was 
obedient belief. This is seen in his being baptized. 
Remember that the Lord tied faith and baptism together 
(Mark 16:16). 

4. Truly he could rejoice in the fact that he was willing to 
learn. 
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IV. HE COULD REJOICE INTHEFACTTHAT 
HE WAS READY TO OBEY AT THE 
EARLIEST MOMENT. (v. 33) 
1. Remember that it was about midnight (Acts 16:25). 
2. He took them the "same hour of the night". The same 

night and the same hour of the night was the time of his 
obedience. 

3. He did not put it off but chose the earliest time. 
4. He did not wait for a more convenient season as did 

Felix (Acts 24:25). 
5 .. He could say, "I'm glad I didn't put it off". 
6. He could rejoice that he did not delay until good 

impressions had passed. 

V. HE COULD REJOICE IN THE OBEDIENCE 
OF HIS FAMILY. (v. 33) 

1. Joy would not be nearly as full if his family had not 
obeyed. 

2. Joy is short lived when those near and dear are lost. 
3. Think of the joy that was his as he sees all who were 

capable of obeying doing.so. He could join with John and 
say, "I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in truth" (III John 4). 

VI. HE COULD REJOICE IN THE FELLOW
SHIP HE NOW ENJOYED. (v. 34) 

1. Notice that Paul and Silas are now in his home eating at 
his table with his endorsement. Such men are now 
welcome there and are willing to be there. 

2. His relationship to God, Christ and the Holy Spirit has 
changed (Matt. 28: 19). He is now in a covenant relation
ship with them. 

3. He is in fellowship with the best people in Philippi and on 
earth. That is a thing for which one can surely rejoice. 

CONCLUSION 

I. His rejoicing is well founded because he has had the oppor
tunity to be saved by the gospel and seized it. 

2. He did not consider that it demanded more than he was 
willing to do as did the rich young man who went away 
sorrowful (Matt. 19:22). 

3. He would be more like the man who was an eunuch that 
went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8:39). 
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SEEKING GOD AFTER THE DUE ORDER 

During one period in lsraers history~ 
failing to obey the Lord had resulted in 
the Philistine capture of the ark of 
God. It was such a shameful thing to 
this people that the event was marked 
as a time when "the glory is departed 
from Israel"" (I Sam. 4:21, 22). Later, in 
the time of David, there was a 
celebration in the nation when the ark 
was to be transported back to its 
rightful place. Uzzah, one of the men 
chosen to transport the ark, put forth 
his hand and touched the ark~ in 
violation of long-standing law from 
God~ and was killed for his 
transgression (II Sam. 6:6, 7). The 
process of the ark was stopped short of 
the goal for a time~ and then later 
David gave instructions to once more 
move out to the task. He reminded 
them of the previous transgression~ 
gave instructions regarding 
faithfulness, thusly: "For because ye 
did it not at the first, the Lord our God 
made a breach upon us, for that we 
sought him not AFTER THE DUE 
ORDER!"' (I Chron. 15:13). The 
American Standard has it: " ... we 
sought him not ACCORDING TO THE 
ORDINANCE!" 

We think that a striking expression. 
It is similar to others known and loved 
by all who believe the Bible and desire 
to abide within its teaching, such as: (1) 
Moving according to a uthus saith the 
Lord," (2) Doing things uaccording to 
the pattern," (3) Being faithful~ not 
ugoing beyond the things that are 
written," and (4) Diligently walking uin 
the Old Paths."" All of these 
expressions, and the one in our text, 
set forth the idea that God above has a 
standard~ a rule, and that we are 
expected to abide by that standard. 
Such a rule of law is not something 
distasteful to the Bible believer. He 
does not become upset when such 
reminders are given him; he does not 
consider such as being repulsive 
because it is unegative." The Bible 
believer appreciates any such 
admonitions and warnings, in that 
these aid him in guarding his steps that 
he continues to uwalk in the light" (I 
john 1 :7). He desires to seek God after 
the due order/ We want to notice two 
points found in our text. 

AIJ..- C/,;,,;,, Undergraduate 
C I / [D /, • a Graduate 
JC/loo o 1\e/lglon Degrees In Bible 

A.M .• B.A .• B.S .• M.A .. M.Th. 
Full ScholarshipS Available For Full T1mo Sludonrs on Mam Campus. 

Gl Approved. Ott CfJtnpus Programs Av11lab/o. 

CaU Collect for Dr. Rox ~ Tumor. Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

8020 Atlanr. Highway, Montgomery, AL 38117 

FIRM FOUNDA nON-AUGUST 30, 1983 

W. N. (Bill) jackson 

THE NEED TO 
SEEK THE LORD 

The jews of old were told to "Seek ye 
the Lord while he may be found~ call ye 
upon him while he is near" (lsa. 55:6). 
Paul, in addressing the men of Athens 
in Acts 17, spoke of man's need to 
" ... seek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him, though he 
be not far from every one of us" (v. 27). 
In both Old and New Testaments~ men 
are reminded that God has provided 
for them~ and that men must then seek 
the Lord, and the seeking of him is 
simply to abide obediently by what the 
Lord has commanded. This is made 
plain in Acts 17, as Paul has stressed 
man's seeking the Lord~ and then has 
preached the gospel to these lost men. 

THE SEEKING: 
AFTER THE DUE ORDER 

The history of God's dealing with 
man has been a history of a loving and 
gracious God providing for man when 
man was in no position to aid himself. 
In all circumstances revealed in all 
ages, men were forgiven and then 
were in right relationship with God 
when they were obedient. They had 
forgiveness when they usought him 
after the due order, n and they 
continued within his blessings as they 
did the same. In fact, one can go to the 
Bible and find the cases of man's 
disobedience, and thus supported is 
the fact that men did not abide by uthe 
due order., 

Genesis 3 is a record of Adam and 
Eve, violating the terms whereby they 
could continue in right relationship 
with God. God had plainly stated those 
terms; he had provided for them uthe 
due order/" and they did not seek him 
therein. In I Samuel15isthecaseofthe 
disobedience of King Saul, who, in his 
own mind called his response 
uobedience"" (v. 13, 20), and yet he was 
rejected by God because he did not 
keep the commandments. He did not 
seek the Lord after the udue order." 
The case of Nadab and Abihu, in 
Leviticus 10~ is the classic case of men 
who were in performance of the duties 
of the priesthood, but they offered 
strange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not (v. 1). For their 
disobedience, they were consumed by 
fire from heaven. They were not 
seeking the Lord uaher the due 
order., Over and over we find this~ in 
all three dispensations of time. 

THE NEED FOR 
EMPHASIS TODAY 

Those living today have not known a 
time when there was less concern~ 
inside the church and out, for the udue 
order., God has emphasized that the 
words.J of the Lord are the basis by 
which we will be judged (John 12:48), 
has stressed that we have been given 
all things pertaining to life and 
godliness (II Pet. 1:3), has warned us 
that we dare not go beyond the 
doctrine of Christ (II john 9), and has 
pointed out that the inspired 
scriptures furnish us completely unto 
every good work (II Tim. 3:16~ 17). 
Surely, then~ we can see the udue 
order" set before us. Then, we can see 
that we have something worthwhile
yea, something extremely vital, to say 
to lost men everywhere/ 

The church of the Lord labors under 
the commission to preach the gospel 
to every creature (Mark 16:15~ 16), 
knowing that this message is the power 
of God unto salvation (Rom. 1 :16). As 
Paul said, we should say, that our work 
is to umake all men see" (Eph. 3: 9). We 
must point men to uthe due order. n 

Surely there is no higher nor nobler 
work, and in this work we, the people 
of God, are delivering our own souls! 

We must call men back to the Bible, 
and to show them the completeness of 
the word~ the reliability of the word~ 
and that this word will stand when the 
world has already passed away. We 
must show men the plan of salvation, 
the Lord jesus Christ, the church of the 
Lord, acceptable worship and godly 
living, and we must take care in all of 
these points to show men, from the 
word, uthe due order."" We must stress 
the matter of authority~ and we must 
show men that they are indeed under 
authority~ and are expected to abide 
by that authority. They are, then, 
expected to respond to God 
obediently, walking always and in all 
things, according to uthe due order." 
Let us give ourselves to that task~ of 
showing men the way~ instructing men 
in the right way in all things~ 
encouraging them in their faithfulness 
to God, and always faithful ourselves, 
to admonish and warn when they step 
out into forbidden paths- when ~hey 
walk, not after uthe due order." 
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FADS AND GIMMICKS 
Loyd L. Smith 

Often we hear it said that the church is subject to FADS and 
GIMMICKRY. It seems that there is some reason to so think. 
In recent years someone came up with the JOY BUS, and some 
even suggested that a church might not be "loyal" if it did not 
have such. Since this writer has been around longer than most, 
he can remember some other fads. When I was young, a 
preacher simply HAD to have a mimeograph- then a loud 
speaker. Most of us managed to get them. Even in evangelistic 
methods, one sees similar trends. In 1962 the Sunset Church in 
Dallas, where I was then working, decided to conduct a gospel 
meeting (we never thought of the word ••campaign") in the 
municipal auditorium. We did -in 1964, taking plenty of time 
to get ready for it. Jimmy Allen, then an unknown (largely) 
young preacher from Arkansas came to preach- and Paul 
Epps, one of our finest singers led the singing. More than 700 
responded to heaven's invitation. Immediately, ••campaigns" 
broke out all over. Some went about over the brotherhood 
••teaching" the brethren how to ••do'em". Now, we seldom hear 
of one. All of these things helped us reach someone, but the 
church did not depend upon them, or any other fad, past, 
present, or future. This is how it should be. 

I have said all this to raise this important question. What is 

The Only Christians 
(Continued from page 1) 

1 :7; Heb. 9:22; 10:4) to cleanse me of my sins. Yet., because 
of the glorious gospel of Christ., I learned of the grace of 
God and was - in obedience to the instructions of that 
gospel- as a penitent believer., baptized into Christ., into 
the church of Christ! 

Also., I am very happy to be able to say to every person 
who is lost in sin., ''You., too., can become a Christian (a 
member of the church for which jesus died) because He 
has directed that the great message of the gospel is to be 
preached to 'every creature" in all the world"" (Mk. 16:15-
16; Matt. 28:18-20; Lk. 24:45-49). If you will obey the word 
of God (cf.: Acts 2:36-41)., then you., too., will become a 
Christian., a member of the church for which Jesus died., 
because jesus Himself will add you to that church and to no 
other (Acts 2:41., 47). 

Let it be emphasized that Christ Himself will add to His 
church every person who is truly obedient to His plan of 
salvation as set forth in Acts 2; Mk. 16:16; et al. No man can 
enter the kingdom (church) without being born of water 
and the Spirit (John 3:5)., which is to be immersed in water 
(as a penitent believer in jesus Christ) unto the remission of 
sins by the blood of Christ (see passages listed above). And 
Christ will never fail to add to His church any person who 
has truly obeyed the gospel plan of salvation. 

It bears repeating: there are no Christians who are not 
members of the church of Christ. The Bible so teaches! And 
6 (594) 

the average church interested in? Is it being one of ••the great 
churches" in the land, or in faithfully following the Word
above all other considerations? When we are about to become 
involved in a new gimmick, do we ever ask about the 
scripturalness of it? Or the wisdom of it? (Elders are 
SUPPOSED to be wise men, you know.) Or is it a thing 
••everyone is doing"? Does THAT make it right? Does that even 
make it a wise thing to do? Of course we can faithfully follow 
the Word and learn new ways to reach out to the lost and needy, 
but we do need to ALWAYS raise the .. scriptural" and 
••wisdom" aspects of it. 

I believe that we should always be concerned that we do ALL 
we can that is right to carry on His work. This means we will 
know the teaching of the Book and have no interest in 
ANYTHING ELSE. We did accept a ••new" way of presenting 
the gospel when radio and T.V. became available. Many have 
so been saved -and these demonstrate that ••new" procedures 
can sometimes be used - but not because it is new- but right. 
Perhaps some have been ••reached" by all these things, but even 
so, the power was in the Word and not in the gimmick. Let us 
ALWAYS determine that a thing is RIGHT -not that 
"everybody's doing it". 

no plea for "unity"" - no matter how sincerely held and 
pleaded for - will change that truth. 

This bears emphasizing: no child of God (Christian) who 
lives and dies while "walking in darkness"" (living 
unfaithfully., sowing to the flesh) will reap eternal life (Gal. 
6:7-9; Rev. 2:10; Lk. 14:25-27). Once in a while., some 
Christian who has been in previous times a truly faithful 
member of the Lord"s church will fall away and become a 
member of some denomination (which is based on nothing 
more than human authority). When some one does this., he 
is still a child of God (still a member of the family of God)., 
but he is an apostate (fallen) child of God (cf.: II Pet. 2:20-
22; Gal. 5:4; Lk. 8:4-15; eta/.). No one can be pleasing to 
God while living as a member of some denomination. It is 
not enough -·even though it is necessary - to have 
become a child of God; one must live faithfully, as the 
Bible teaches one should (Rev. 2:10; Gal. 6:7-9). 

I have dedicated my life to the faithful proclamation and 
defense of the glorious gospel of jesus Christ and., as a 
crucial element in that overall endeavor., to the 
proclamation and defense of the fact that the Bible teaches 
that every person who is a Christian is a member of the 
church of Christ (the only one which -according to plain 
Bible teaching - has the approval of God). Therefore., I 
confidently and humbly affirm that the Bible teaches that 
there are no Christians who are not members of the church 
of Christ. 

What., then., can a man mean if he says., "'We are not the 
only Christians""? 
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"You Have Come To The Kingdom For Such A Time As This" 

In Esther 4: 14 we read, "For if you 
remain completely silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance will arise for the 
Jews from another place, but you and 
your father:r house will perish. Yet who 
knows whether you have come to the 
Kingdom for such a time as this?" 

Most of us who have preached for any 
length of time believe strongly in the 
providence of God. Those of us who have 
been missionaries are especially keen on 
this point. Anyone reading the book of 
Esther is impressed with the working of 
God in the affairs of men, especially in the 
lives of His people. Throughout the Old 
Testament God is depicted as active in the 
affairs of men. The New Testament is not 
really any different, for Jesus Christ is 
"the ruler over the Kings of the earth" 
(Rev. 1:5), even now. 

While most of us do not try and 
specifically attribute particular events to 
God's marking we have long believed and 
practiced Matt. 7:7-8, "Ask, and it will be 
given to you,· seek, and you will find; 
Knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who ask receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 
be opened". 

In our quotations from Esther, Esther 

By Andrew M. Connally 

was reminded she dare not hold her piece, 
for to remain silent might result in a 
national catastrophe, furthermore it 
certainly would involve her own 
destruction. There comes a time when 
neutrality is guilt. 

In the past twenty-five years we have 
seen great changes in the church across 
our land. We have watched the rise of one 
extreme after another. We have watched 
colleges, papers and congregations swept 
by these changes. We have watched the 
rise and fall of countless soldiers of the 
cross as intellectualism and ignorance, 
permissiveness and liberalism have spun 
their web of destruction. Their numbers 
are legion who have "strengthened the 
hands of the evil doers." We have 
watched men put "evilforgoodandgood 
for evil, "we have seen "darkness for light 
and light for darkness'~ We have seen 
men "tum the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ into laciviousness ·: We have 
watched a generation of college 
graduates come forth "who do not know 
their right hand from their left·~ We have 
helplessly watched as countless 
congregations have become little better 
than social clubs and denominational 
counter-parts. We have watched the 
demise of faithfulness in countless ways 
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by men seemingly set on the 
~~restructuring of the church'~ We have 
bled as we watched the body suffer. 

But a new day has dawned. In many 
areas there is cause to rejoice. Stands are 
being taken. Men, congregations and 
papers are becoming stronger. The weak 
ones get weaker and those who care are 
being counted. In some areas it is too late, 
in others it is in time. We believe with 
bold leadership, decisive preaching, 
writing and teaching great numbers, on 
the brink of destruction, can be saved. 

We further believe the FIRM 
FOUNDATION with its new owners, 
new editor and new thrust will be a strong 
warrior in the fight we face. We believe it 
will be a powerful voice for positive 
results. Many, many of us have prayed 
and hoped and waited for this day to 
dawn. We KNOW these are crucial times. 
We realize much is at stake. We ask that 
brethren everywhere visualize what now 
might be and rally to her side. Let us work 
to increase her subscriptions, let us 
advance her opportunities for we truly 
believe she "has come to the Kingdom for 
such a time as this." May God bless and 
use her as never before. 

Cursing and Worse 
Jerry Moffitt 

This week someone told me of a 
preacher in their Vacation Bible School 
who seemed to excuse cursing by saying 
he had more respect for someone who 
used such words (and he mentioned 
several of them publicly) than for 
someone who never said them but was all 
corrupt on the inside. That reminded me 
of another preacher who saw nothing 
wrong with cursing, and privately 
admitted that he and his wife "cussed" 
each other out around the house, all the 
time. All of which reminded me of a 
phone call I received this year from a 
perplexed woman who called a "gospel" 
preacher up and invited him to study with 
her husband. She said he showed up with 
cut-off blue jeans and aT -shirt. When she 
invited him to have a cup of coffee, he 
said, "No thanks, but I'll take a beer if 
you have one. "He proceeded to tell them 
he sometimes smoked "pot, "and that the 
only children he really liked were over 
seventeen and female. As to that couple, 
he said it mattered not at all whether they 
were married or simply living together. 
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Cursing and Worse 
(Continued from page 7) 

Now the Bible says, " Be ye angry, and 
sin not:" (Eph. 4:26), and I confess, such 
reports make the hair on the back of my 
neck bris tle straight out. If only a fourth 
of the a bove is true, we may as well accept 
Paul 's concession and engage in a little 
o ld fashioned fury. The very idea of those 
who wear the name of our Lord 
(ESPECIALLY PREACHING 
BRETHREN) showing such corrupt 
moral standard s, tends to lead one from 
anger, to resentment, to dejection, to 
melancholy, and back to anger again. 
Why don't ·we set the (Christian) record 
straight. 

CAN A PERSON BE GOOD 
WHO HAS VILE SPEECH? 

No! For Jesus said, "Ye offspring of 
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh "(Matt. 12:34). 
To engage in base language we must 
violate God's word. He said "Keep thy 
tongue from evil" (Psalm 34: 13). He a lso 
said, " Put away from thee a wayward 
mouth, and perverse lips put far from 
thee" (Prov. 4:24). God's position is clea r , 
"A gentle tongue is a t ree of life; But 
perverseness therein is a breaking of the 
spirit" (Prov. 15:4). 

But someone will argue th a t 
psychology says it is good to release your 
pent-up feelings. Well, must you do it in a 
rep re hensibl e way!? And cannot 
something virtuous be said a bout plain 
old self-control?! The Holy Spirit said, 
" He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, than 
he that taketh a city"(Prov. 16:34). James 
gets down to bra ss tacks: "If any man 
th inketh himself to be religious, while he 
bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his 
heart , this man's religion is vain" (Jas. 
1:26). 

The truth is, J esus warned us about our 
words. He said, " And I say unto you, that 
every idle word tha t men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be 
justified , and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned" (Matt. 12:36, 37). And this 
is wha t these preachers should have 
taugh t: 

"Let no corrup t speech proceed out 
of your mouth, but such as is good 
for edifying ... " (Eph . 4:29). 

"Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt" (Col. 
4:6). 
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I tell you, brethren, the issues of 
morality are great. We are not playing 
idle games, nor are we members of a 
social club. We are to be holy, for we are 
called "saints"! Our language must reflect 
that. It should be blameless and pure, 
innocent and clean, spotless and chaste, 
virtuous, unsullied, guiltless, untainted 
and uncorrupted. But more! 

WE ARE TO BE HOLY PEOPLE! 

How would J esus respond to the loose 
morality I described? He would say, 
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled " (Matt. 5:6). " Blessed are the pure 
in heart: fo r they shall see God" (Matt. 
5:8). Regarding the subtle vices he would 
say, 

· And if thy right eye causeth thee to 
stumble, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, a nd not 
thy whole body be cast into hell. And if 
thy right hand causeth thee to stumble, 
cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not thy 
whole body go into hell" (Matt. 5:29, 30). 

In the Christian life we are not like the 
world, cursing and swearing, using dirty, 
soiled, disgusting, foul and obscene 
language. Nor are our actions to be 
unclean. Paul sa id, " And be not 
fa shioned according to this world: but be 
ye transformed ... " (Rom. 12:2). His 
slogan was, "Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good " (Rom. 12:9). 
Respecting our manner of life he said, 
"Give no occasion of stumbling, either to 
Jews, or to Greeks, or to the church of 
God" ( I Cor. 10:32). And in everything, 
we strive toward the perfection of our 
magnificent example - Jesus Christ. 
Notice: 

• Approve the things that are excellent; 
that ye may be sincere and void of 
offence" (Phil. I: 10). 

"That ye may become blameless and 
harmless children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom ye are 
seen as lights in the world" (Phil 2: 15). 

"Finally, brethren, whatsoeverthingsare 
true, whatsoever things are honorable, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things arc of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, th ink on these things" 
(Phil. 4:8). 

"Yet now hath he reconciled in the body 
of his flesh through death, to present you 
holy and without blemi sh and 
unreprovable before him" (Col. I :22). 

Brethren, we are children of the 
greatest king, and we should show our 
nobil ity and quality. Our very life and 
exis tence reflects on Him. Let us strive 
earnestly to attain that which is the 
highes t, the noblest , and the best. May 
those who know us well be thereby fully 
intimate with the transcendent holiness 
of Christ. Pa ul said it best: "And have no 
fellowship wit h the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather even reporve them" 
(Eph. 5: II ). 

The need to have impeccable language 
and act ion is seen in the fact that we have 
such a high and grand calling(Matt. 5:13-
16). It is seen in the fact that we so utterly 
must break wi th the world (Mk. 8:34, 35). 
It is seen in the fact that Christ died to 
make the church pure (Eph. 5:25-27). SO, 
WE ARE NOT TO CONFORM TO 
THE WORLD; SIN CANNOT HAVE 
DOM INION OVER US; AND WE 
ARE TO WALK IN THE LlGHT(Rom. 
12: 1, 2; Rom. 6: 12-14; I Jn. 1:7). 
Regarding the world, let's be new 
creatures, completely unspotted, and no 
friend to it as we keep ourse lves pure 
(Col. 3:5-1 4; Jas. 1:27; Jas. 4:4; I Tim. 
5:22). This is the C hristianity I grew up 
with, a nd I love it, and I'm proud of it. 
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THE WORK OF THE DANIEL DENHAMS. as missionaries to 
Taiwan, Republic of China. will be sponsored by the Weber Road 
church of Christ, of Corpus Christi. Texas. and overseen by its 
elders (shown above). Standing, left to right: Frank Hale, Larry 
O'Rear and Herb D awson. Seated, left to right: J ames W . Austin, 
Burt Custer and Roy Clint. 

part-time basis. He a lso worked for a time as Greek 
instructor for the Bellview schoo l. 

When the elders of the Bell view congregation accepted the 
oversight of Ira Y. Rice, Jr. , as missionary in 1978, it was 
with the understanding that he should try to find at least 12 
faithful , effective preacher families to undertake the 
evangeliza t ion of Taiwan, Republic of China, with a view to 
developing a strong nucleus of Chinese missionaries to relay 
the gospel on to mainland China when the two Chinas 
finally become one again. Daniel, then fresh o ut of preacher
training schoo l, a nd Barbara were the first to volunteer. 

At the time it was felt that they both were much too young 
and inexperienced to be undertaking such a responsibility 
a lone; therefore they were counseled to stay in the U.S. a f~w 
more years in o rder to gain the experience and seasoning 
that they would need before actually going. 

When the elders of the Weber Road Church of Christ, of 
Corpus Christ i, Texas, last fall were seeking a suitable 
young preacher family to send, it was felt that the Denhams 
at last were sufficiently experienced. seasoned and ready . 

Weber Road/ Corpus Christi Church 
To Send Daniel Denhams to Taiwan 

Several years now have gone by since Daniel and Barbara 
Denham first volunteered to be sent as missiona ries to 
Taiwan; however, a t lo ng last, a ll conditions have been 
worked out making this possible; and. Lo rd willing, some 
time the coming month they s hould be on thei r way. 

Born April 12, 1956, in Pensacola, Florida, a nd married 
in 1978 to Barbara Sta ncliff, the daughter o f Fred Stancliff, 
one of the elders of the Bellview church there, Daniel was 
baptized into Christ in 1974, graduated from Bellview 
Preacher Trai ning School in 1977, and since then has served 
two congregations (Bonita S prings and DeFuniak Springs, 
Florida) in full-time capacity as well as several others on a 

Daniel and Barbara Denham 
andyoung sonShawn 

FIRM FOUNDATION-August 30, 1983 

Si nce the first part of this yea r, they moved with their new
born son, Shawn, born October 9, 1982, to work for several 
months with the Weber Road brethre n, in Corpus Christi, 
that they might get to know (and be known by) their 
sponsoring church a nd its e lders. 

When they leave for Taiwa n, probably in late September, 
the Denhams will be fully supported by the Weber Road 
congregatio n. 

(NOTE: Sponsorship also is needed for the Alan Adams family, 
best friends of the Denhams. to be sent with them as missionaries 
to Taiwan. More than half of their support has been raised already. 
Interested congregations please address your inquiries to Alan 
Adams, % Elders, Bellview Church of Christ, 4B50 Saufley Road, 
Pensacola, Florida 32506. - The Editor) 

MINISTERS OF THE WEBER ROAD congregation, as shown in 
photo (above). include George Pledger and Daniel Denham 
(standing); and Paul O'Rear and Ferman Carpenter {seated). 
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In Light of the Scriptures 
by James Burton Coffman 

The Garden of Eden 

"And God planted a garden east
ward in EDEN; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed"- Genesis 
2:8. 

T he primeval dwell ing place of 
humanity was that in the Paradise of 
Eden. It was there that mankind 
rebelled and elected to serve the 
Devil ra ther than the God who had 

created them and bestowed incredibly wonderful blessings 
upon them. It was there that the ~entence of death was 
pronounced upon them, a sentence to be executed "in the same 
day" as their Fall , that is, in the day of God's rest, name ly the 
seventh day of Creation and a day that is st ill going on (See 
Hebrews 4:4-6, II ). It is this sentence of death that st ill is 
impending, hanging forever over the heads of Adam and Eve in 
the perso n of their to tal posterity, like the sword of Damocles, 
that sho uld be the concern of eve ry man born into the world . 
The on ly means by which o ne may avoid that penalty is 
through the acceptance a nd o bedience of J es us Ch r ist. 

There is repea ted mention of the garden of Eden in 
Revelat io n by the device of references to things associated with 
it , the Euphrates, o ne of it s four ri ve rs, a nd the tree of li fe, etc. 

Where was the garde n of Eden'? Schola rs have never found 

BOOKS 

any agreement regarding any exact location; but it is 
reasonably thought to have been situated somewhere in the 
Tigris-Euphrates valley, since both of these rivers are 
mentioned as "wate ring" it. 

Of the very greatest interest, however, and our principal 
reason for writing of it here, is the specific me ntion that the 
Hiddekel ( the a ncient na me for the Tigris) flowed "in fron t of 
Assyria," an expression that means it Oowed east of Assyria , as 
Nineveh the capital of Assyria was called. Hardly a ny 
disagreemen t whatever opposes this inte rpretation of the 
Genesis record. But the a mazi ng sign ifica nce of this is that 

After 1300 B. C., the Tigris did not flow "east" of Nineveh, 
but "west " of it, because in 1300 B. C., Nineveh removed to a 
location on the other side of the Tigris; and henceforth it flowed 
WEST of Nineveh! 

This is powerful evidence of a very great antiquily for 1he 
writing of !he first book of the Bible, for it speaks of as current, 
condi1ions !hat existed before 1300 B. C., and perhaps "long 
before" that date. 

Efforts of biblica l enemies to date it (Genesis) subseq uently 
to the Ninth Century B. C., or later, a re frustrated a nd defeated 
by evidences such a s this, of which there is a plentiful 
abundance in the Penta teuch. 

COME WITH US 
EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS, Adolph Saphire, 

Kregel Publicati o ns, 910 pp. , $14.95 
This excellent work first published in 1874, is a 

historical/biblical comme ntary writte n o ut of a 
jewish background. The theme of Hebrews, the 
glory of the new covenant contrasted with the 
old dispensation, is preserved throug hout the 
book. The commentary reads easily and is fi lled 
with practical lessons on New Testament 
Christianity. Mr. Saphire was a Presbyterian, and 
with his work, as with many works of men, we do 
not agree with eve rything he has written; 
however, we feel this is a va luable book and we 
have added it to o ur library. 

MESSIANIC PSALMS AND OTHER SERMONS, 
Jo hn Stacy, 177 pp., $5.00 

Holy Land 
Aug.31, 1983 

Dec.27, 1983 
Apri l 25, 1984 
Aug. 14, 1984 

PRACTICAL TRUTHS FROM THE PASTORAL 
EPISTLES, Eugene Stock, Kregel Publications, 
332 pp., $12.95 
This commentary was first published in 

England in 1914. It is a topical examination of the 
Pastoral Epistles which treats the va rious 
doctrinal, ecclesiastical and ethical problems. 
The histo rical context is carefully explored and 
p resent-day, practical lessons are evident 
throughout. Preache rs will appreciate the many 
sermon ideas presented . 
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The major theme of the sermons in the volume 
come both from the O ld Testament and New 
Testament. The mate rial ranges from the cross to 
worship to character studies. The outlines are 
full and complete with supporting references. 
There is a good foundation of work in this book 
to assist p reachers in building needed Bible 
lessons. 

THE PAPERBACK MARKET 

A M ISSIONARY SPEAKS, j. C. Choate, 252 pp., 
$4.00 also available in Cloth, $6.00 
This volume consist of numerous articles 

writte n over a period of yea rs for the purpose of 
encouraging brethren to engage in World 
Mission work. Any church interested in World 
Evangelism would do well to use th is book in a 
class on missions. 

Oberammer9au 
July 5, 1984 
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CHRISTIAN RIGHTEOUSNESS 

"For I say unto you, that unless your 
righteousness shall exceed that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven" {Mathew 5:20). 

When understood, this is a hard 
saying of Jesus. Obviously, Jesus is 
contrasting two types of righteous
ness: the sc ribes and Pharisees 
righteousness to that of a disciple of 
Christ. Is Jesus asking the impossible? 
Are we as Christians supposed to keep 
even more commandments than the 
scribes and Pharisees? Doesn't Jesus 
know that the scribes and Pharisees 
prided themselves in keeping the 
commandments? In fact. th ey 
computed that the law contained 365 
prohibitions and 248 commandments, 
and they were aspiring to keep every 
one of them. In view of this, it would 
seem that Jesus wou ld be almost 
impossible to please. Or is it possible 
that Jesus was referring to a different 
kind of righteousness? In his book, 
"Christian Counter-Culture," John 
Stott makes some very va luable 
contributions in understanding this 
cha llenging verse. 

Th e B ibl e uses the word 

Keynolc SoeaK~r Tnursoay 

Hardeman Nichols 
Are! lnf'rC Spmtual Gtlts Toaa)·? 

David Boswell 

r ighteousness in at least two distinct 
meanings: self-righteousness and the 
righteousness wh ich comes from 
knowing God. To have a se lf-r ighteous 
religion, is to tru st in yourself that you 
are righteous; lega lism flat out! The 
se lf-righteous Christian fee ls that his 
good works are his passport into 
h eave n . J esus illustrates se lf
righteous religion in the parable ofthe 
Publ ican and Pharisee. The Pharisee, 
in this parable, used the " I" pronoun 
five times! As long as that Pharisee or 
any of us are trusting in ourse lves that 
we are r ighteous, we have no need for 
Christ. If we can save ourselves why 
did Jesus have to die? 

Being righteous in God's eyes 
s imply means we've accepted God's 
way of righteous ness. This i s 
accomplished when we're in Christ 
and trusting in Christ for our sa lvation. 
The Apost le Paul sa id, " ... and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of 
mine own, even that which is of the 
law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ" (Philip. 3:9). 

Reconsidering Matthew 5:20 , what 
did Jesus mean? Jesus meant that a 
Christian 's r ig hteo usness must 

THE 

.· 

exceed the sc ribes and Pharisees 
righteousness in kind; not degree. 
Their ri ghteousness was merely 
external without too much of an effect 
on their inner being. A Christian's 
righteousness must go beyond the lips 
t o the hea r t. A Ch r istian's 
righteousness must create a change 
in the heart. Isn 't sin really a heart 
problem? Jesus consistently taught 
that when you r heart is changed the 
outward acts are also changed. To 
illustrate th is principle, Jesus gave 
five examples which show that if your 
heart is pure sin won 't be a problem in 
your life (Matt. 5:21-48). In dealing 
with sin, Jesus always went to the 
heart, and sought a heart-change. If 
your relig ion doesn't change your 
heart, if you r religion is si mply a few 
new habits, then your religion is play
acting or hypocritical. 

Christian, how about you? How 
about me? Is our r ighteousness heart 
or lip? Jesus sa id we can't enter the 
kingdom of heaven unless w e go 
beyond lip-service. Have you been 
completely changed by the grace of 
G od? Do you ha ve Ch r ist ian 
righteousness? 

Keynote Speaker. S~IUrday 
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Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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NEWS RELEASE 

Several months ago there appeared in 
these columns, through the courtesy of 
the Editor, a short statement concerning 
the history a nd aims of the Foundation 
for Christian Education. As a resul t of 
that article the Foundation received a 
considerable volume of inquiries a nd 
requests for application forms. We are 
grateful for that res ult. The requests for 
financial aid far out-stretched inquir ies 
which may resu lt in contributions. 

The Foundation currently is assisting 
22 students in 10 different schools in 3 
nations. Students come from the United 
States, Canada, England, Scotland , 
Haiti, Nigeria, Ethiopia, India and Israel. 
There arc students in ten different schools 
of learning. Every recipient has expressed 
a determination to live a life of christian 
service. 

At present, the maximum scholarship 
is $800.00 per year. We would like to 

increase this and also to assist more 
students. It is obvious that we can do 
nei ther unless contributions increase. We 
solici t contributions of any amount. 

Robert E. Kendrick, President 

PEWS FOR SALE 

38 padded pews, like new, 
beautiful blond oak veneer 
with dark brown covers. 14ft. 
long. Two deacons benches, 
communion table, pulpit 
stand, and furniture to 
furnish 5 classrooms. 
$8,000.00. Call 904-455-7595. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 / 448·3557. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- August 30, 1983 

LONDON ENGLAND 

Planning to visit London? See 
what we are doing in South 
Lond on! In Bermondsey S.E. 16. 
CO TACT: 

Vurel A. Vick 
55 Great Brownings 
London S.E. 21 7 HP 
England 

Tel. 01 76 1 1522 We'lltrytohelp! 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-.531-.5227 

NEWS RELEASE 

Kenneth (Corky) Boyd 

Corky Boyd, beloved preacher for the 
Wills Point, Texas church, lost his 
lingering battle with cancer Monday, 
Aug. 8, and his funeral was held there on 
Wednesday with hundreds packing the 
entire buildi ng and yard. Bert Groves and 
Hulen Jackson spoke. Corky spent 20 
years in Mesquite building up the College 
and Locust church from I 00 to 800; then 
he spent I 0 years in the small town of 
Wills Point with that church showing 
amazing growth. He never married and 
leaves only a niece and three foster sons 
whom he educated. Very few preachers 
work harder than he did giving himself 
completely to the church and the 
commun ity. 

WHERE 
TilE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains· 
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 

IJI'I¢U SAINTS 
-rt-te: MEET 

1983 

representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for libera l arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and ch ild care and senior citizen care 
faci lities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling - Texas residents add 5 % sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 
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HORTON APPOINTED BIBLE 
CHAIRMAN AT LIPSCOMB 

NASHVILLE- The David Lipscomb 
College Board of Directors today 
selected Howard Horton as chairman of 
the college's department of Bible. 

Horton, 66, has served as acting 
chairman of the department since I 982. 

••1 don't think there is a better man that 
could be selected at this time than 
Howard horton," board Chairman 
Thomas J. McMeen said. 

··1 have known Howard Horton for 
many years, he used to be one of our 
ministers at Hillsboro (church of Christ) 
and we (Hillsboro) have supported him in 
his missions. I don't know of any man I 
have more respect for than Howard 
Horton," McMeen said. 

Lipscomb President Willard Collins 
said Horton has shown that he ... is the 
man to take full responsibility" in the 
department of Bible. 

••Howard Horton has done an 
outstanding job during his time as acting 
chairman of the department of Bible. The 
administration and board feel that he is 
the man to take the full responsibility in 
this department as the chairman," Collins 
said. 

Horton joined the Lipscomb faculty in 
1980 as the missionary-in-residence, a 
position he held for two years. He was 
appointed associate professor of Bible in 
1981, and became acting chairman 
following the death of Batsell Barrett 
Baxter in I 982. 

Horton also serves as minister for the 
Charlotte Avenue church of Christ, a 
position he will continue to hold, while 
department chairman at Lipscomb. 

Horton, a native of Hanceville, AL, is 
married to the former Mildred Gladney 
and the couple has two daughters, who 
live in California and Oklahoma. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tho AMEN Mimstry works with faithful congregations of tho 
cl'lurcl'los of Christ whose mombera on military installations 
-rldwldo aro wailing to help your lovod ones - as tl'loy have 
helped wttl'l tho spiritual and physical noods of thousands or 
others during tho past fivo years. This sorvlco Is frMI 

Send na.mo, complete address. phone and military installation, 
and spiritual Condition. If known along with your name and ad
dress to: 

(~,~ 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Wost Monroe. louisiana 71201 

Ameriam Milltary EvugellzfDg Natioll8 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-.5227 

COMMUNION CUPS 

14 [602] 

~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 
sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin. Texas 78767 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising Jn this section $1.50 per Une. Designed espec:ially to accommodatO consrresratlone 

ad.nrtlainlr meetine places, preachers seekine work or eonsrreeations seeklne preachen. Abo otber 
ac:c:eptahle matter. 

Church of 90 in Whiteface, Texas (Pop. 500, 40 miles 
west of Lubbock Texas, has an immediate opening for 
a full-time preacher. Three bedroom home and utilities 
furnished. Salary is negotiable. Submit inquiries or 
application and resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
212, Whiteface, TX 79379. Call 806 287-1373 or 287·1203 
or 287-1318. 
Sound, mature, gospel preacher desires to work with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 893-5852. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-6800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OIIATIIA.II, N. .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. HAJNE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Ball. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY A.REA. SCIIOOL OF PREA.CBING 
11800 DubUD Road 

PleasantoD, California INIS88 
James W. Ferguson, Sr.. Director 

A'ITN. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01<' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2660 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-'189-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVBR. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Tel'TY Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Retirement Approachfngl 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Hlstorrcal, beautiful, ideal ell
mate, low-cost nouslng. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-_2~9;:..;:9=4=. =--~==-:=:--= 
A.LA.SKA.- A.NOBORA.GE CB1Jli.CB OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. !forJmD A. ve .. 
U.S. 400 East Oppoalte K-!fart. Office 4'1'1-
52n. Robb7 Wade, !fin. 4'18-40G8. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Mln
lstryJ" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BmLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
HELP WANTED: Manuellto Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills In maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more Information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 
NEW TESTAMENT GREEK courses now offered through 
correspondence. Credit given through the SUNSET 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING GRADUATE EXTENSION DE
PARTMENT. Diploma given with the completion of ten 
courses. For information write: John Hobbs, 1609 King
ston, Grand Prairie, Texas, 75051. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent christian with wide range of experience 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himSelf) has develoP.C<f a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament churCh order. Practical and sensible Ideas 
deeolv rooted in God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her organization, unity, and work. 

For more Information rncludlng resume write or caD Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245·6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NV. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NV 12065. 
MISSION CHURCH ;..;;n..;..ee.;...d-:-s-e_v_a_n-ge-=1-:-is-:-t -o-r -p-e-rs_o_n-;al;-w--or-;k.-e-r, 
must supply own support. Call (814) 274-9320 or write 
Church of Christ RD#1, Box 231, Coudersport, Pa. 
16915. 
Y U)IA, ARIZ., tml W. :ultb St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsytvanial 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church o Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703·669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
THE MOST SENSIBLE commentary ever written on the 
book oi Revelation. You will appreciate it. 461 pages, 
cloth bound. Order from the author, Earl A. Miller, 
9205 Collinfield, Austin, Tex. 78758. $15.00 plus $1.00 
postage. Texas residents include tax. 
FOR SALE: Christian Bookstore and School Supply In 
Denver, Colorado. Will sell both or separately. Call 
Gaylen Ammons (303) 922-6950. 
FOR SALE: 50 piece set of Wear-Ever aluminum com
munion ware, $100. Contact Southside Church of Christ, 
1318 S. Congress, Austin, Texas 78704, phone 512 
444·3300. 
MUS.~IC~A~L-M:-:-;:'EM~O:-:R:":"IE::S;-f::-ro-m--::1:-::8::-50:::-·-::-1:::-95::0:-.-::T;-a-pe-s-,....-lyrics and/ 
or concerts by one or six. Cowboy and nill ballads. 
Send stamped envelope for more information about 
moral music. Wm. Kay Moser, Rt. 6, Ottumwa, Iowa 
52501. 
Preacher available for fill in work. 
If interested write to: 
Darrell G. Tilley 
1005 West Osage Lot 6 
Cleveland, OK 74020 
or call Millie Lindsey at 918-358-5188 and leave message. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CAJLL 501/2687351 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall1 
please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI Tbe Firm Foundattoa 
trlu to acreeD advertf•ID8', a:a.d will Dot 
kDowlngl'y take queatlonable adverti•IDar. 
But It Ia the reader'• reapon•lbiUtT to Ill• 
veatlgate. Like any other paper, we aome
tlmea UDwlttlnsl7' ruD liD UDworthy aiL 
Aa the old •aYID8' aroe.. before you ID'9'eat. 
lnve•tlJratel 

Esten Macon, Morrison, Tn. 37357: 
I preached twice at Kitheld, my home 
place, July 10. I am to return next year. 
I have also filled in at Diffrell, Hebron 
and West Riverside in Warren County. 
I help with Morrison's radio work and 
teach the Adult Bible Class on Wednes
day. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church_ of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Btble study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., WedneSday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7597, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellvlew Preacher TrainingSchooi,4850Saufley Road, Pensacola, 
Florida 32506, fun 2year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-453· 
3426, Max R. Miller, Director 
I iust graduated with A.A., B.S. in Broadcasting. Seeking job at a 
Christian owned radio or T.V. station. Resume sent on requesL 
James Grayran. RL 1, Box 196, Silas, AL 36919. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

I Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate- Sll.OOper 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

HOMECOMING 
Overland Church of Christ 

Brown & Lackland Roads, St. Louis, Mo. 63114 

. Sat. & Sun., Sept. 24-25, 1983 
Call (314) 427-4412 for more information or write. 
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Getwell Church of Christ presents 

The Eighth Annual 
"SPIRITUAL SWORD LECTURESHIP" 

C.W. Bradley 

Oct. 16-20, 1983 
1511 GETWELL ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38111 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES 

SUNDAY,OCTOBER16 
9:30 R. GILMORE 

10:20 R. DEAVER 
6:00 G. JOBE 
7:00 G. ELKINS 
8:00 T. WARREN 

An lnlroducllon To The Book Of Romans 
An OVEA·ALL Look AI The Book Of Romans 
Address And ConclllatorySial emenl (Rom. 1:1· 15) 
The POWER An~ Universality Of The Gospel (Rom. 1:16·17) 
The NEED For The Gospel And lis Power (Rom. 1:18·3:20) 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 
9:00 W. CLAIBORNE 

10:00 G. WORKMAN 

11:00 C. WILLIAMS 

1:00 J. MOFFIIT 
2:00 A. HIGHERS 
3:00 K. JONES 

7:00 A. TAYLOR 

8:00 C. CATES 

The ESSENTIALITY Of The Power And Universali ty Of The Gospel 
(Rom. 3:21 ·31) 
The NATURE Of The Gospel - Salvallon Is By A Living Fai th Which Is 
Possible To Jew And Genlile (Rom. 4:1·25) 
The BLESSINGS Are The Result Of The Work Of Jesus Christ And Are 
To Be Seen In Tne Light Of The Consequences Of The Sin 01 Adam 
(Rom. 5:1·21) 
The OBLIGATION Not To Live In Llcenllousness (Rom. 6:1-14) 
The OBLIGATION Not To Live In Lawlessness (Rom. 6: 15·23) 
The GOVERNING Factor Which Is Involved - Nol The Mosaic Law 
(Rom. 7: f.25) 
The GOVERNING Factor Which Is Involved - The law Of The Spirit Of 
Life In Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1·39) 
The CONDITION 01 Fleshly Israel In Thei r Rejecllon Of The Gospel (the 
place o f the sovereignty of God In this whole manor. et . al.) (Rom. 
9:1·20) 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER18 
9:00 A. CONNALLY The CONDITION Of Fleshly Israel In Their Rejection Of The Gospel (lho 

10:00 G. MUSIC 

11.00 B. SMITH 

1:00 G. COLLEY 
2:00 P. SA IN 
3:00 T. HIGHTOWER 
7:00 M. MILLER 
8:00 V HALE 

universali ty of the gospel leaves all - both Jew and Gentile - without 
excuse) (Rom. 9:30· 10:2 1) 
The CONDITION OJ Fleshly Israel In The Rejeclin Of The Gospel (God 
is always merciful to the faithfully obedient) (Rom. 11:1·36) 
A Plea For Dedication To God Which Results In Humility And 
Obedience To His Will (Rom. 12: 1·3) 
Responsibililles As Members Of Tho One Body (Rom. 12:4·8) 
Responsibililles To Other Individuals (Rom. 12:9· 13) 
Responsibilities To Rulers (Rom. 13: 1·7) 
Responsibilities To Those Who Persecute Us (Rom. 12:4·21) 
Tne Duly To Love All Men (Rom. 13:8· 10) 

WEDNESOAY, OCTOBER19 
9:00 D. CONLEY 

10:00 N. MERIDETH 

11:00C.PUGH 

1:00 D. GODDARD 
2:00 D. McCLISH 

3:00 C. BRADLEY 

7:00 D. SZTANYO 
8:00 B. JACKSON 

Exhortations To Holiness Of Li fe Based On The Fac t Thai Eternity Is 
Conslanlly Drawing Nearer (Rom 13: 11· 14) 
Christian Freedom And Bro therly Tolerance In Matters Of Option (Rom. 
14:1·23) 
Christ's Example Is Further Enforcement Of Tne Law Of Love 
Manifested In Self·Denial (Rom. 15: 1· 13) 
Paul's Account Of Himself And His Plans !Rom. 15: 14·33) 
Greetings - Along With A Warning - To Those In Rome (Rom. 
16: 1·20) 
Greetings From Paul's Fellow·Laborcrs (Rom. 16:21·24) 
Doxology (Rom 16:25·27) 
An Intensive Look AI The Doctrine Of God 
An Intensive Look AI The Doctrine Of Christ 

THURSDA~ OCTOBER 20 
9:00 F. NICHOLS 

10:00 R. DEAVER 
I 1:00 F. CAMP 
1:00 R. BROWN 
2:00 M. DEAVER 
3:00 P. DAVIS 
7:00 W. WINKLER 
8:00 A. TURNER 

An Intensive Look AI The Doctrine Of Truth 
An Intensive Look At The Doctrine Of The Covenants 
An Intensive Look At The Doctrine Of Salvation 
An Intensive Look AI The Life Which Christ Would Have Men To Live 
An Intensive Look AI Christian Apologetics 
An Intensive Look AI The Providence Of God 
An Intensive Look At The Relationship Of Grace, Law, Love, And Works 
An Intensive Look AI Romans Versus The Doctrine Of Premillenniallsm 

Robert Brown 
Lunch Break- 11:45-1:00 - Dinner Break - 3:45-7:00- ATTENDED NURSERY 

'i 
~ ... • 

Darrell Conley Andrew Connally Phil Davis Mac Deaver Roy Deaver Garland Elkins Ralph Gilmore Dan Goddard Virgil Halo 

...... 
Terry Hightower Bill Jackson Glenn Jobe Kenneth Jones Dub McClish Noel Merideth Max Miller Jerry Mofli tl Gobel Music 

.~ ~ I .-, .... 
Charles Pugh Paul Sain Billy Smlm Dick szranyo Robon Taylor Rex Turner Thomas Warren Charles Williams Wendell Winkler 

Franklin Camp 

Curtis Cates 

Winford Claiborne 

Gary Colley 

Alan Highers 

Flavll Nichols 

Gary workman 
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"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, September 6, 1983 No. 36 

Fifty years ago G. H. P. Showalter wmte the followint~, editorial stressing great principles of the restoration moveme1~t. On prlge 
two begim this weeks editorial which in more detail addresses itself to the restortll ion plea of the N ew Testament chttrch. From 1933 
to 1983 things haven't changed. 01/r standard 111/ISt be the inspired word of God tmd His servants must forever "Preach tiJe Word." 

-Editor 

~~PREACH THE WORD'' 
G. H. P. Showalrer, Sr. 

( 1870-1954) 

lr is a rime when these memorable words of Paul ro Timothy 
are srricrly in order for every gospel preacher. Moreover, it is 
decidedly opportune that all congregations of Christ demand of 
rhose who preach that rhey faithfully preach the word of GOD. 
There was never a rime when rhe word of rrurh was needed more, 
and my observation leads me ro conclude rhar the possibilities o f 
accomplishing results for che cause of Christ were never brighter. 
The Christianity of denominationalism is at a low ebb. T he best 
e lements in all rhe churches have become weary of the srudied 
efforts of their respective ''pastors·· ro fence off their seer from 
cordial relations with " the ocher denominations" when they can 
nor point our, if their lives depended on it, any essential difference 
in rheir faith and p ractice rhar would effect rhe salvation of rhe 
soul. Indeed they candidly admit rhar rhe things rhar divide rhem 
are non-essential, that they are immaterial and irre levent, rha r 
"there are good and bad in all the Churches-" and char a man may 
"belong co che church of his choice and serve GOD in many of 
them, and at last go home to g lory, irrespective of the peculiarities 
of his faith, or che road he has travelled. Indeed they tell us rhar a ll 
che roads lead al ike to the g rand union depot of GOD'S love and 
favor. They tell us char the things that d ivide the people up inro 
multiple factions, seers and parries are nor matters cha r effecc 
sa lvatio n and yec chey seek co perpetuate chese differences and co 
divide whac chey think to be che elect of GOD. Sectarianism is 
wrong from every consideration of reason, consistency and rhe 
law of GOD. Every church, the existence of which is nor essential 
ro rhe life and happiness of men and women is superfluous, and 
should cease ro exist. 

The church of Jesus Christ is an inscirucio n in which there is 
salvation. There is some excuse for irs existence. There is some 
reason in being a member of an inst itution for which the Savior 
shed his blood. He loved the church of God and gave his life for ir. 
There is no limitation in the New T es tament char there is 
salva tion for any pare of the human race outside of chis church. 
Christ is che fou nder and irs grea t head and ruler. There is no hint 
in all rhe New Testament rhar ir is, or ever wi ll be necessary for 
men and women ro belong ro any orher church in o rder co be 
saved. No wonder rhey talk about "church salvation" and ridicule 
the idea of belonging to "a church" in order robe saved. They have 
in mind sectarian pa rries, and these are a ll confessed fa ilu re so fa r 
as salvation. is concerned. Among all the p roud theologians rha r 

glory in dertominarionalism and boast of their great churches, nor 
one can be found that will even claim his church is necessary
rhar anybody must belong ro ir in o rder robe saved. There is no 
distinctive re nee of any of rhe seers rhar must be believed in order 
char men may be saved. 

Ask rhe Bapt ist if ir is necessa ry robe a Baptist in order co be 
saved, and he will tell you "NO". Is ic necessary ro belo ng ro the 
Baptise church in order robe saved? They themselves say "no". Is 
it necessary ro believe the particular doctrines of the Baptists robe 
saved ? They te ll us "no". It is nor necessary ro believe in their 
doctrine or belong to thei r church in order ro be saved. Then 
where is the excuse for the existence of the Baptist church? A 
thing nor necessary ro sa lva tion or ro life and godliness, is a 
fruitful source of contention, discord and scrife. Away wirh such 
an insrirurion from the earth. What can it be for, anyhow? Is it a 
sort of social affair where people may have a good rime? Take the 
Methodists. Do they fare better under rhe scrutiny of logic, 
common sense and rhe Bible? Nay varily. They tell us rhar we 
need nor be Methodists in order robe saved, or ro belong ro rhe 
Methodist church; char we can be saved just as well outside rhe 
Methodist church as in it. Surely chen, chis is nor the church char 
Christ built. "And the Lot·d added to them day by day those what 
we1·e .raved." The saved e ntered the church as they were being 
saved. As many as were saved were members of the body o f 
Christ, the church of rhe living God, rhe pilla r and g round of the 
truth. 

Bur this cannot be said of any other institution on the face of 
the earrh. Then let us magnify rhe church of Jesus Chris t, which 
he purchased with his own blood. To be a Christian only is a ll char 
is needfu l. This pu ts me in ro Christ- imo the church redeemed 
through the blood of rhe everlasting covenant. 
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£ditorial -

MAKING PROGRESS BY GOING BACKWARD 

Before the last apostle was dead, the New Testament church was drifting into 
apostasy. Through the following centuries it went so far beyond the New 
Testament scriptures that it wasn't even recognizable as the church that Jesus 
had built. 

Men became disturbed. Wycliff, Luther, Calvin, Swingly, Huss, Knox and a 
host of others attempted to reform the apostate church. It was a noble effort and 
was met with success, but it did not succeed in returning to the church of the first 
century. 

In the late seventeen hundreds, particularly in America, men who were 
dissatisfied with the religious order of the day adopted a method superior to the 
European method of two centuries before. It was to go back to the Bible for the 
complete standard of authority. Their determination was to cease trying to 
reform the fallen church and instead RESTORE NEW TESTAMENT 
CHRISTIANITY. They came to understand that by using ONLY the New 
Testament, the New Testament church could be reproduced! To "speak where 
the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent "not only became a motto 
of the day- it became a guiding principle of the restoration movement. 

THE RESTORATION PRINCIPLE 

The restoration principle was not new as some have supposed. Actually it was 
several centuries old and had just been in disuse for a long time. The restoration 
principle pleads for a return to a standard. It involves the firm belief that 
PROGRESS CAN BE MADE BY GOING BACKWARD. It is a method that 
God has used and encouraged for centuries, and it is a method that we must 
continue to use today. 

In the eighth century B. C. when Hezekiah came to the throne, following the 
idolatrous reign of his father Ahaz, he began a great restoration movement. He 
broke down idols, cleansed the temple, restored the service of God and kept the 
Passover which had not been done since the days of Solomon. We read," For he 
clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his 
commandments which the Lord commanded Moses"(// Kings 18:6). Hezekiah 
believed progress could be made by going back to the law which had been given 
hundreds of years before. Jehovah approved of Hezekiah's actions for in II 
Kings 18:3 we read, "And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord ... " 

One century later, during the reign of Josiah, we note the same principle. 
During his eighteen year reign, in the course of repairing the worship of Jehovah, 
Hilkiah the priest found a copy of the law. Shaphan, a scribe, read the book to 
the young king. When he heard it he rent his clothes and gave the order, 

"Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, 
concerning the words of this book that isfound:for great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written 
concerning us" (II Kings 22:13). 

We are told that Josiah, " ... did that which was right in the sight of the Lord ... " 
(II Kings 22:2). 
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The prophets echo the same principle. Jeremiah, who was 
called to the office of prophet in the thirteenth year of Josiah 
preached, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways. and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good u•ay, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls (Jer. 6:16). 

Jesus definitely demonstrated in his teachings that he 
recognized the written word as the standard of life. When the 
Pharisees asked him concerning divorce he said, "Have ye not 
read ... " (Malt. 19:4-5). He told the rich young ruler that he 
must " ... keepthecommandments"(Matt. 19:17).ln Luke 10:26 
when a lawyer tempted Jesus, asking about eternal life, Jesus 
answered, "What is written in the law? How readest thou?" 

The apostles spoke as Jesus did. Paul stressed that the 
scriptures are our complete standard ofauthority(ll Tim. 3:16-
17). Peter said we should " ... speakastheorac/esofGod"(J Pet. 
4:1 1). John said we should not go beyond the doctrine of Christ 
(II Jn. 9-11). Jude said that we should " ... earnestly contendfor 
the faith ... " (Jude 3). And Jesus said in Revelation 22:18-19 
that we should respect his word to the point that we neither add 
to nor take away from it. 

THE BASIC PROPOSITIONS OF THE 
RESTORA TJON 

Proponents of the restoration principle believe that God 
conceived a perfect plan and pattern for the church; that Christ 
through the Holy Spirit revealed that plan and pattern to his 
chosen apostles and prophets; and that the New Testament 
contains an Accurate and complete revelation of that plan and 
pattern as given by the Christ to his inspired servants. 

Believing the above to be true, basic principles have been 
formulated which serve as a basis for executing the restoration 
movement. 

First, there must be a recognition of Christ as the supreme 
authority in all matters of religion, and as a consequence the 
acceptance of the New Testament as the only authoratative rule 
of faith and practice. It is recognized that most of the evil 
practices in religion today are because some authority other 
than the New Testament has been accepted. Human creeds are 
one of the major devisive instruments in the world, and until 
human authority is forsaken and all men bring their will into 
submission of King Jesus, religious chaos will continue to exist. 

Second. there is the proper distinction between the Old and 
New Testaments. The Old Testament is distinguished as a law 
to a specific people which had and fulfilled a specific purpose. 
Much error in religion is due to certain parts of the law of 
Moses being cited as a basis for authority. We are no longer 
under Moses and such must be recognized. (See II Cor. 3:4-14; 
Gal. 3: 19-24; Heb. 8:6-13; 7: 12). · 

Third, is the plea for the complete restoration of the New 
Testament church as set forth in the law of Christ. This is the 
principle that gave the restoration movement its name. At the 
heart of this principle is the plea to give up all unscriptural 
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names, doctrines and practices. Anything foreign to the New 
Testament must be forsaken for a uThus saith the Lord." 

Fourth, is an emphasis on the autonomy of the church. The 
New Testament church had only a local organization where 
each congregation had its own elders, deacons and members. 

Each congregation was a unit within itself and its leaders had 
no authority outside its own local group. The restorationp1ea 
calls for all men to go back to the Bible and renounce all 
synods, conventions, associations and organizatiO'ns which are 
not authorized by the will of Christ. 

Fifth, the unity of all believers is a basic plea of the 
restoration. If all who propose to be followers of Christ would 
go back to the New Testament and recognize Christ's last will. 
and testament as final authority - renouncing all that falls 
short or goes beyond the New Testament- then unity could be 
attained. This is not a plea to do things uour way" and be 
united. It is a plea to do things "God's way"and be united. Any 
point of contention not based on Bible authority is not worthy 
of the slightest attention. Too long the prayer of Jesus has been 
ignored and its intent has gone unheeded (Jn. 17:20-21). In 
faith there must be unity. In matters of opinion there must be 
consideration and liberty. In all things there must be love. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT IS THE STANDARD 

In Exodus 25:9 God said to Moses, "According to all that I 
show thee, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all 
the furniture thereof, even so shall ye make it. "The Hebrews 
writer repeated that statement in chapter eight, verse five, 
"Even as Moses was warned of God when he was about to make 
the tabernacle: for see, saith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern that was showed thee in the mount." 

This is the continual plea of the Lord's church- that all 
things be done according to the pattern given in the New 
Testament. The New Testament is not only a pattern or a blue 
print, which if carefully followed will produce the New 
Testament church, ~t also is seed which, if sown without 
additions or subtractions, will produce the church which Christ 
built in the first century. Just as soy bean seed· will only 
produce soy beans- the New Testament will only produce the 
New Testament church. 

The Lord's church must hold forth the distinctive teaching of 
the apostolic church in all of her beauty and glory and carefully 
adhere to the New Testament pattern. We must continually 
emphasize the "Faith once delivered"and forever plead for all 
to "walk in the old paths. "This way progress can truly be had 
by going backward. It is to this noble cause that the FIRM 
FOUN DA T/ON dedicates its efforts and influence. 
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EVOLUTION -A False Argument Answered 
Wayne jackson 

The theory of evolution asserts that man, over a span of 
several millions of years, has climbed upward out of an 
animal ancestry to his present plateau of human existence. 
For many years one of the most popular arguments 
advanced in support of this baseless notion was that styled 
11Vestigial organs." The term 11vestige" denotes a sign of 
something which. once existed but has since passed away. 
In biological circles the word refers to a degenerate of 
rudimentary organ or structure, which allegedly was more 
fully developed in an earlier stage of man's evolutionary 
history. In other words, for years the claim was made (and 
still is to some degree) that man has within his body 
numerous features which served him well in some past 
stage of his brutish background but which currently are 
totally useless. Under the heading, "Man's Body: a 
Museum of Evolution" three prominent evolutionists 
penned the following statements. 

"Our adult human bodies are among the best proofs of 
Evolution; and the private development of each one of us is 
an affidavit swearing to the evolutionary history of our race. 

"Wiedersheim, the celebrated German anatomist, 
enumerated in the body of man no less than one hundred 
and eighty organs which are vestigial -·wholly or almost 
useless to us, though useful in other species of animals
each one of them a stumblingblock to the believer in 
special creation but an ally to the Evolutionist, (H. G. Wells, 
julian Huxley, G. P. Wells, The Science of Ufe, New York: 
The Literary Guild, 1934, p. 415). 

As purported proof for this argument, the authors 
mention several examples of supposed vestigial structures 
in man. Among these are: body-hair, ear muscles, the 
fleshy-fold in the inner angle of our eyes, wisdom teeth,etc. 
Because of our space limitation, this article will consider 
but one of these features, that of human body-hair. Is it 
strictly vestigial, serving no current worthwhile purpose in 
human anatomy? Note again the assertions of Wells, 
Huxley, and Wells. 

11The body-hair of men and women is purely vestigial; it no 
longer serves to prevent us losing heat. And yet each of 
these tens of thousands of useless hairs possesses a useless 
muscle by means of which it can be, quite uselessly, raised. 
For ~ furry creature to bristle up its hair when the weather 
grows cold is useful enough -more air is entangled in its 
coat, and it loses less heat. In the same circumstances we 
also erect our futile little hairs; but the resultant goose-flesh 
condition is of no value whatever- we have performed a 
vestigial action, (Ibid.). 

It may be confidently declared that the paragraph above 
is glaringly erroneous. The actual fact of the matter is that 
human body-hair plays a vitally important role in the well
being of the skin. The late Douglas Dewar, a noted scholar 
and former evolutionist himself, has forcefully described 
the importance of hair. 

"Each (hair) is embedded in a follicle into which opens the 
duct of at least one sebaceous gland secreting an oily fluid 
necessary to keep the skin in good condition. These hairs 
and the muscles attached to them -the arrectores pilorum 
- have a two-fold function. The muscles, which are 
situated on the side of the hair toward which it slopes, on 
contraction diminish the obliquity of the hair follicle and 
render the hair more erect, and, at the same time compress 
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the sebaceous glands and expel their contents 
(Cunningham, Text Book of Anatomy (1902), p. 733). The 
presence of the hair and its movements also prevent the 
mouth of the follicle from becoming blocked with 
sebaceous matter. Follicles which have lost their hair 
sometimes become blocked and this may result in the 
formation of a sebaceous cyst, (The Man From Monkey 
Myth, Evolution Protest Movement, p. 5). 

r--~-"Pore" of $weat 
gland 

Hoir follicle. 

The drawing we have included presents a stratified 
section of human skin. It shows the hair follicle and the hair 
muscle attached near the base. When the muscle contracts, 
the hair functions as sort of a lever, thus squeezing the 
sebaceous gland which deposits the oily sebum into the 
upper layer of the epidermis. Drs. Marshall and Lazier 
observed that the sebum keeps the epidermis 11Soft and 
pliable and probably helps to water-proof it" (An 
Introduction to Human Anatomy, Philadelphia: W. B. 
Saunders Co., 1946, p. 141). 

Thus, whenever that phenomenon called goose-bumps 
occurs, one is literally getting a lube-job! Human body-hair 
is not a vestiage of our animal heritage; we are not merely 
near-naked apes. Rather, hair is the result of divine design 
for the maintenance of the body (Cf. Psa. 139:14). 

Remember, no structure can be considered vestigial 
unless it can be proved that it has absolutely no function in 
any phase of its possessor's existence. Moreover, with 
increasing medical discoveries many of the body's formerly 
mysterious functions are being illuminated. In years to 
come, the 11Vestigial organ" argument will itself become 
~ut another vestiage in the relic heap of evolutionary junk! 

3906 E. Main Street, Stockton, California 95205 
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In Light of the Scriptures 
by 

James Burton Coffman 

WHAT ABOUT ASTROLOGY? 

In the highly symbolica l language 
of the prophecy of Revelation. the 
Eternal City is described as an 
incredibly beautiful place lying fo ur
square, a nd having twelve fo unda
tions , each a precious stone, the 
names of the twelve apostles being 
engraved thereupon. These arc listed 
in the sacred text: 

JASPER ... . . .. .. ......... believed to be the diamond 
SAPPHIRE ..... .. . . .... ... " la pis lazu la" (R V margin) 
CHALCEDO Y .. . .... .... .... a green copper silicate 
EME RALD ..... .. ... . ..... sa me as our emera ld today 
SARDO YX ...... . . . . . . .. white onyx with red layers 
SARDIUS .... .... .... .. .... .. the blood red ca rnelian 
CHRYSOLITE ... . .. .... ..... golden stone of Tarshish 
BERYL ........... . ..... .. . a lighter shade of emera ld 
TOPAZ ....... ..... . ..... a greenish-golden hued gem 
CHRYSOPRASE . ....... ... . ... equals our aquamarine 
JACI NTH .......... . ..... the modern sapphire (ASV) 
AMETHYST ... ...... .... . the same as amethyst today 

Of course, the basic meaning of this would ha vc to be rela ted 
to the rema rkable wealth, splendor and bea uty of the eterna l 
abode of the sai nts in Christ; but it has long been evide nt that 
somet hing of grea ter significa nce might be intended. 

The twelve signs of the zodiac in the ancient world were 
represented by the sa me stones as these listed here, and in 
exactly the reverse order! The zodiac was an imaginary belt in 
the skies in which lay the orbits of the sun, moon, and the larger 
planets. This heavenly belt was d ivided into twel ve zones, 
called the twelve signs of the zodiac, and they were listed in the 
order of the sun's movement through the respective zones. 
They were: 

HOMECOMING 

The Ram . ................ . . .. . ... ........ Amethyst 
The Bull ......... . . .... .... ...... . .. . .... . . Hyacinth 
The Twins .. . ...... . ... . ... . ........ . ... Chrysoprase 
The Crab . ...... . . . . . . .... ... ..... ...... ... .. Topaz 
The Lion .. . ............................. . . . .. Beryl 
T he Virgin ..... . ........ .. ........ . ....... Chrysolite 
The Balances ..... .. . ... . . ......... . . ... . . . .. Sardius 
The Scorpion . ...................... .. .... . Sardonyx 
The Archer ... .. ..... ... . . .. . . ... .... ...... Emerald 
The Goat .............. .. ...... ......... . Chalcedon 
The Water-Carrier . . . . .. .. ..... ..... ..... .. . Sapphire 
The Fishes . .. .... ... . .. .... ... . ............ .. Jasper 

In America today, the "Astrology" fa d is a billion dollar 
business; and even the daily newspapers publish the 
"horoscope" to help people find out what is written "in the 
stars" for the ones born under different "signs.'' 

In the apostle John's list of sacred stones, he exac tly reversed 
the pagan order. The NT shows tha t God repudiates all pagan 
conceptions; it is ex pressing the idea that God reve rses human 
j udgments, saying in tones of thund er TH AT THERE IS 
ABSOLUTELY NOT HI NG TO ASTROLOGY, a lesson in 
need of emphasis this very day. As Shakespear expressed it, 
"The fault , dea r Brutus is not in our stars, but in ourselves, that 
we are underlings." 

The total worthlessness of zod iacal consultations with 
regard to huma n affai rs is further underlined by the truth that 
"Now, owing to the precession of the eq uin oxes, each 
constella tion is in the sign that has the name next following its 
own" (Encyclopaedia Britannica World Dictionary). Heaven 
itself is built upon the di sca rded. reversed, and repudiated 
j udgments of rebellious men. 
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? (No. 1) 

Best Wishes to brethren Buster 
Dobbs, William S. Cline and all the 
new work force of FIRM FOUNDA
TION. It is a real honor to be invited to 
serve on the staff and write on a 
regular basis for the paper. They have 
charted a course for the paper which is 
designed for the glory of God, the 
honor of Jesus Christ, the strong 
defense of the Bible as the verba lly 
inspired word of God, the purity of 
God's church, the edification of saints 
and sound, simple and sensible 
instructions to those who know not 
the Lord that they might be drawn to 
him and become part and parcel of the 
Christian way of life by obedience to 
the gospel initially and then the 
dedicated living of the Christian life. 
Do you not agree that these are worthy 
motives and that all hands helping 
with the publication of this paper 
should be held high, very high? I 
cannot help but think each of you does 
and that you are in full sympathy with 
these highly spiritual resolves. 

THE GREATEST QUESTION 
OF THE AGES 

In a simple series of some five 
articles I wish to focus attention upon 
this timely query, What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? Minus all quibble or 
argument to the contrary this is the 
most important question that ever fell 
from the lips of any man. It is fully 
granted that many great questions 
have been asked from the dawn of 
creation to the present moment of 
time. There have been momentous 
questions about both secular and 
religious affairs. But the question 
upon which attention is to be focused 
in this short series is not a secular 
query. It is a religious question. It 
touches the salvation of the soul. The 
accountable man who does not know 
the answer to the question, What 
must I do to be saved?, is lost. 
Furthermore, the accountable man 
who knows the answer to this vital 
query but has never been obedient to it 
is lost. Appeals will be made to both 
cases in these studies together. 

The question is not what God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit must do for my 
salvation but what I am obligated to do. 
The question is not what someone 
was commanded to do under a 
different covenant but what must I do 
under the Christian covenant in order 
6l610) 
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to be saved. The question does not 
consider salvation from some 
impending physical danger. The heart 
of this question is salvation from sin, 
its terrible guilt and its awfu l 
punishment in yonder's world of woe. 

THIS QUERY IN ACTS 

Under the Christian covenant and in 
the book of Acts this question is asked 
on three different occasions and 
actua lly appears a quartet of times. 
Two of the occurrences are parallel. 
The same phraseology does not 
characterize each occasion that it is 
asked but the basic heart of each time 
is the same. In this proposed series I 
desire that we take note of the 
question asked, the question 
answered and then the question 
illustrated within human actions. I 
believe this to be a crysta l clear way of 
setting forth the fundamental facets of 
this important query. 

The question in Acts first occurs in 
Peter's sermon on Pentecost. It was in 
hearty response to Peter's moving 
message in Jerusalem and which was 
delivered before several thousand 
listeners. Luke writes, "Now when 
they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren. what shall we do?" (Acts 
2:37). The weight of their sins, and 
especially that capital crime of having 
put to death their own Messiah or Lord 
of glory, laid with heaviness upon their 
pricked consciences and prompted 
this tersely worded query. It was a 
question that was asked in all 
seriousness and with their eterna I 
welfare resting upon its bosom. It 
deserved a clear-cut answer 'from 
those to whom it wa s addressed, 
namely the apostles in general and the 
apostle Peter in particular. The 
inspired Peter answered it frankly, 
forcefully and forthrightly as we shall 
state clearly in a subsequent article. 

This cha llenging question is asked a 
second time in Acts 9:6 and a parallel 
to it occurs in Acts 22:10. Saul of 
Tarsus was on his way to Damascus 
with the avowed purpose of 
persecuting Christians in that Syrian 
metropolis. Before reaching his 
destination he met the Christ. In the 
stirring conversation that ensued Saul 
said with a trembling voice and an 

astonished mind in these two 
passages respectively, "Lord. what 
wilt thou have me to do? ... What shall/ 
do, Lord?" Again this query called 
forth for a clear-cut answer. Saul was 
not inquiring about being released 
from some type of physical danger 
because he was in no such danger at 
the time this question was raised. It 
was a question raised with spiritual 
implications in mind. It touched his 
re lationship with Jesus, the one he 
thought was an imposter but now 
knew for a certainty was the Messiah. 
This question touched the salvation of 
his now tortured soul. Even while he 
was engaged in the persecuting of 
Christians he was involved in an 
activity that was hurtful or injurious to 
himself just like the ox hurts itself 
when kicking against the goad. 

This serious query is asked again 
during Paul's second missionary 
journey. It was asked at Philippi which 
was located in Macedonia . Paul and 
Silas had been sent to spend the night 
in prison due to a benevolent miracle 
which they had performed. At 
midnight Paul and Silas prayed and 
sang while their fellow prisoners 
listened. Then came the earthquake 
that shook the foundations of the 
prison. The jailor awoke from his night 
of s leep and .immediately suspected 
that all his prisoners had f led the 
scene. The Bible says in Acts 16:27-
30, 

And the keeper of the prison awaking 
out of his sleep, and seeing the 
prison doors open, he drew out his 
sword, and would have killed himself 
supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for 
we are all here. Then he called for a 
light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, And brought them out. and 
said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved? 

At this point the jailor was NOT 
thinking in terms of an escape from 
some physical danger. Paul had 
already saved him from inflicting the 
fatal self-wound. All the prisoners 
were safe and accounted for. There 
was no danger of a physical nature for 
him to fear since that danger had 
already passed. Again the question 
surely and unquestionably touches 
the eternal interests of the soul. It 
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concerns itself with sin and the 
punishment of the same. In this 
current study we are simply asking the 
question and focusing attention upon 
its importance. In the next article 
answers will be supplied the very 
people who asked it in Bible times. 

A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF 
THIS QUESTION 

In the asking of this question there 
are some observations we need to 
make by way of an analysis. Note the 
word WHAT. This implies recognition 
that a responsibility exists. It means 
that an obligation exists. The word 
MUST means something that is 
imperative; it is pressing on the 
human conscience. There is 
NOTHING optional about it for the 
soul that desires to be saved from sin. 
The word I makes the matter very 

personal. It is not what another must 
do but what must I do in order to be 
saved. Of course others must do the 
same as I in the matter of salvation but 
I will stand before God in judgment 
and face whether I have done these 
matters or not and so will all others. 
Others will not give account of my 
disobedience or inactivity nor will I 
give account of their disobedience or 
inactivity unless I might have 
encouraged their disobedience or 
inactivity. Every man shall bear his 
own responsibility in the day of 
judgment. DO means that something 
is required. Salvation in Christ is not 
without its imposed stipulations; 
conversion to Christ is not void of 
conditions that must be heard and 
heeded. This doing is something in 
which I am to be active. I am not 
passive in the matter of salvation. TO 
BE SAVED means that I do not save 
myself but another saves me when I 

have done his will. Christ is the 
Saviour. He was to be called Jesus 
because he would be the saviour of his 
people (Matt. 1:21 ). The name Jesus 
means saviour. When we obey the 
gospel we are then counted as among 
the saved and will surely be saved in 
heaven at last if we retain fidelity to 
this Saviour till dying breath. 

Gentle reader, there is no more 
important question than this one. 
Have you ever asked it? Have you been 
taught the true answer to it? You 
cannot be taught wrongly and obey 
rightly. It just does not work that way. 
Have you been obedient to what high 
and holy heaven demands of you in 
this matter of salvation? If not, I hope I 
may persuade you in this series of 
studies together to obey the gospel 
and thus become a Christian, a son or 
daughter of the living God. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 

SEEKING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
Matt. 7:7-27 
W. S. Cline 

INTRODUCTION: 
1. We must emphasize the value of the kingdom. 

(1) Purposed in the mind of God (Eph. 3:9-11 ). 
(2) Promised to Abraham and others (Gen. 12:1-3). 
(3) Prophesied by Isaiah and others (lsa. 2:1-4). 
(4) Prepared for by John and Jesus (Lk. 1 :17; Jn. 1:6-

12). 
(5) Note the price paid by Jehovah and Christ (Jn. 

3:16; Acts 20:28). 
2. We must emphasize the necessity of being in the king

dom (Matt. 16:16-18; Acts 2:47; Col. 1:13-14). 
3. Recognizing the value of the kingdom and the neces

sity of being in the kingdom, let us turn to Matthew 
7:7-27 and notice the instruction given on seeking the 
Kingdom of God. 

DISCUSSION: In seeking the kingdom one must-

I. TURN TO GOD (7:7-11) 
1. Verses 7 and 8 are generally understood to refer to 

prayer. Many consider the three terms ... ask. seek, and 
knock" to refer to three different aspects of prayer. 

2. Prayer may be under consideration but so is the king
dom, the ultimate of all of our desire. 

3. A major principle that is most evident is the necessity 
to tum to God. 
(1) One must turn from sin to be saved (Lk. 13:3; Acts 

17:30). 
(2) One must turn to God or there will be no salvation 

(I Thess. 1 :9). 
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/1. TURN AWAY FROM THE WORLD (7:12). 
1. The first commandment is to "love God ... " (Mk. 12:30). 
2. The second is to "love thy neighbour as thyself" 

(Mk. 12:31 ). 
3. It is interesting that the "Golden Rule" incorporates 

the above two commandments. 
(1) When applied it will effect all social, family, com

mercial, political, national and religious life. 
(2) To obey it would bring the golden age. 

4. We are not to follow the world (the multitude). 
(1) We must notfollow the EXAMPLE of the multitude. 
(2) We must not follow the TEACHING of the multi

tude. 
(3) We must not follow the DECEITFULNESS OF 

APPARENT SUCCESS of the world. 

Ill. ENTER IN THROUGH THE NARROW GATE 
(7:13-14). 

1. The words are "strait and norrow." That is- difficult 
in both the entrance and the course of life. 

2. It is difficult because of-
(1) Certain peculiarities; 

A. The gate is narrow. Just anything can't enter. 
B. The way is strait. It is not an easy street. 
C. There are few companions on it. One may have 

to go alone. Friends and family may turn away. 
(2) The attractions of the other road. 

A. The gate is wide. There is easy admittance. 
B. The way is broad. There are not many restric

tions. 
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C. Many walk in this way. There is plenty of 
company. We are generally a gregarious 
people and crowds are attractive to us. 

3. Just here take a look at the contrasts that have been 
suggested. There is-
(1) The contrast of entrances. 
(2) The contrast of the ways. 
(3) The contrast of the ends. 
(4) The contrast of the travellers. 

4. The broad way is the way of-
(1) Ease. A train can run down hill without using any 

steam. 
(2) Self-indulgence. Above the gate are the words, 

"Do as you please" or in modern slang, "Do your 
own thing." 

(3) Promised pleasure. There is a picture of a grand 
castle, riches and pleasure at the end of this way. 

5. But, the ease and pleasure (however much there is) 
last for only a season. Then comes-
(1) The stinging nettles of pain. 
(2) Wounded pride. 
(3) Foiled ambitions and disappointed plans. 

6. Jesus, "The faithful and the true witness" who looked 
on the end of the broad way said it " Leadeth to 
destruction." 

7. The narrow gate is overlooked by the crowd or avoided 
because it presents a mere footpath, walled or hedged 
on both sides. 
(1) It doesn't seem to lead to a castle, but rather to 

some poor man's cottage. 
(2) Over the gate may be words designating this as 

the way to the palace of the King, but the multitude 
pays that no attention. Or, at best, they make light 
of it - (Surely there must be another way, or a 
least a better way). 

(3) We need to remember that Jesus has the right to 
command the allegiance of man. 
A. He said the way is difficult. We don't fall into 

salvation (Phil. 2:12-13). 
B. He said that on ly a few would find it. Sub

mission to God has always been narrow. 
C. But at the end would be eternal life. If we go to 

heaven, it WILL be by THIS way (Jn. 14:6) . 
8. There is no middle ground. One either serves God or 

the devil (Matt. 12:30). 

IV. BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS (7:15-20). 
1. We must beware because they are FALSE. 

(1) Outwardly they appear in sheep's clothing. THEY 
ARE DECEPTIVE! 

(2) Inwardly they are ravening wolves. THEY ARE 
DESTRUCTIVE! 

2. How shall we know them? By their fru its. 
(1) Error always follows truth . False money is on ly 

printed where the genuine ex ist. Fake diamonds 
are sold for much money because genuine 
diamonds exist. 

(2) Therefore, we should expect error to follow the 
truth. 

3. The scriptures place a lot of emphasis on the false. 
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(1) There are false Gods. Fools turn from Jehovah to 
serve them. 

(2) There are false Doctrines. Not even angels have 
the right to change the word of God (Gal. 1 :6-9). 

(3) There are false Hopes. Our anchors are to be in 
the sacred principles of God. 

(4) There are false Teachers. They are to be tested 
by the divine standard (I Jn. 4:1 ). 

(5) We are to "prove all things" (I Thess. 5:21) and the 
mouths of false teachers "must be stopped" (Titus 
1:11). 

(6) Error is not to be given free course. Paul did not 
allow such for even an hour (Gal. 2:5) . 

V. BUILD ON THE DIVINE ROCK (7:21 -27). 
1. Who can enter the kingdom? (7:21) 

(1) Only he who confesses the Lord (Matt. 1 0:32-33), 
and 

(2) He who proves the truth of his confession by his 
profession (Heb. 5:8-9). 

(3) Note verse 22. It is one thing to do works "BY" 
the name of Christ. It is quite another to do works 
" IN" the name of Christ. 
A. The A.S.V. uses " by." This suggests that one 

USES the name of Christ just as multitudes of 
false teachers do today. 

B. The K.J.V. uses " in." This suggests that one 
is acting BY THE AUTHORITY of Christ. 

C. We think the A.S.V. is correct and that the false 
teachers in verse 22 were using the name of 
Jesus. 

2. Just because someone is enthusiastic and seems 
successful does not mean that we are to accept such 
as evidence of discipleship. 
(1) Obedience is the SUM of religion (Jas. 2:24). 
(2) Obedience is FAITH IN ACT ION (Jas. 2:17). 
(3) Obedience is the TEST OF LOVE (Jn. 14:15; I Jn. 

5:3). 
3. The simile is completed in ve rses 24-27. 

(1) Nothing is wiser than a man bu ilding his life on the 
words of Christ. 

(2) Nothing is more foolish than hearing the words of 
Christ and turn ing away from them (Ct. Jn. 12:48). 

CONCLUSION: 
1. We must diligently seek the Kingdom of God. 
2. We can seek the kingdom by turning to God and away 

from the world . We must enter through the narrow 
gate, beware of the false prophets and build on the 
divine rock. 

3. May we have the courage and conviction to seek the 
kingdom. Only by faith and obedience can we have 
remission of our sins and an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom. 

4820 Saufley Rd., Pensacola, FL 32506 

-------------------0-------------------
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Biblical Studies 
by 

Gilbert Gough 

"PAUL SALUTES TIMOTHY" 
(I Timothy 1: 1-2) 

The aged Paul loved young Timothy. 
They were not related in the flesh, but they 
did have a far dearer relationship. When 
Paul came to the cities of Derbe and Lystra 
on his second missionary journey, the 
brethren of Lystra and Iconium 
recommended Timothy to assist Paul in 
the work of the Lord (Acts 16:1-3). From 
this time forward, Paul and Timothy were 
the dearest of friends and co-laborers in the 
Lord's kingdom. 

Oftentimes, Timothy was mentioned by 
Paul in his letters. Paul called Timothy his 
"workfellow" in Romans 16:21. In I 
Corinthians 4:17 we note that Paul so 
trusted the young preacher that he sent 
him to Corinth to help set straight and to 
strengthen the church. Paul wrote, "Now if 
Timothy come, see that he may be with yo~t 
witbout fear: for be worketb the work of 
tbe Lord, as I also do. Lct no man therefore 
despise bim ... " (I Corinthians 16:10-11 a). 
In I Thessalonians 3:6 Paul made reference 
to Timothy being a bearer of "good 
tidings" of the "faith and charity" from the 
church in Thessalonica. If Paul authored 
the book of Hebrews, Paul related to the 
Hebrews that Timothy had been "set at 
liberty" (Hebrews 13:23). Evidently, 
Timothy had been imprisoned for 
preaching the gospel. 

Being separated from Timothy did noc 
cause Paul's love and respect to falter for 
the young preacher. On two occasions Paul 
wrote letters to Timothy to advise, to 
encourage, to warn, and to protect him. 
Paul desired Timothy to "co11timte in the 
tbings thou hast learned"and to remember 
"tbe holy scriptures, which are able to 
make tbee wise ~tnto salvation thro11gb 
faith"(/ Timothy 3:14-15 ). Paul's love and 
respect were so great for Timothy that he 
charged him to "rebuke" those who sinned 
(1 Timothy 5:20-21) and to "preach the 
word" (II Timothy 4: 1-2). He believed 
Timothy would do that which was right 
and good. 

Paul began his first letter to Timothy 
with a beautiful salute and greeted him in 
his typical Pauline style. "Pa11/, an apostle 
of ]es11s Christ by the commandment of 
God o11r Saz,oior, and tbe Lord }eJJts Cbri.rt, 
u:bicb i.r our bope; unto Timotby. my ou·n 
.roll in tbe faitb: G'racc:, wert.)'• ulld peace, 
from God our Futbc:r and ]e.w.r Cbrist our 
Lord" (/ Tinwtby 1:1-2 ). 
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Paul was an apostle, not because some 
man or group of men appointed him, but 
for the reason that the Lord had 
commanded him to be. His appointment 
was from the Lord Jesus. This declaration 
of Paul concerning his apostleship set 
forth the authority by which he spoke, and 
he desired Timothy to listen to his counsel. 
In Acts 13:2 Barnabas and Saul (whose 
name was changed to Paul) were 
commissioned by the Holy Spirit to a 
specific work. The Holy Spirit said, 
"Separate me &mabas and Saul for the 
work wberetmto I have called them." 
Notice that Paul's commission was from 
heaven. 

Involved in this declaration of his 
apostleship was Paul's confidence and 
assurance. His confidence was found in his 
hope. His hope was in Jesus Christ. Paul 
anticipated and expected something better 
than this life had to offer. Paul could make 
statements - "For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain" - (Philippians 1:21) 
because he knew where to place his trust. 
He was assured that Christ would give him 
a home eternal with God. 

In the text Paul described Timothy as his 
"own son in the faith." This expression 
was one of endearment and affection. Paul 
had taught Timothy the way of 
discipleship and desired that he would 
"war a good warfare" (I Timothy 1: 18). 
Four rimes Paul referred to Timothy as his 
son. First, Paul called him "son" in the 
salutation under consideration. Second, 
Paul called him "son" in the charge to "war 
a good warfare" (I Timothy 1: 18). Third, 
Paul called him "son" in the salutation of 
the second epistle to Timothy. Fourth, Paul 
called him "son" in II Timothy 2: 1 to 
exhort him to "be strong in the grace." 
Paul taught Timothy as a son; Timothy 
respected Paul as his father in the gospel. 

The salute to Timothy ended with three 
listed blessings that God the Father 
through His Son had bestowed upon 
Timochy. These blessings were "grace, 
mercy, and peace ... The blessing of grace 
was shown in the sacrificial gift of God's 
Son upon the cross. The blessing of mercy 
had been extended to all men if they would 
come and accept God's grace. The blessing 
of peace was the comfort of knowing that 
man had been redeemed and could be 
saved. Paul always kept these blessings 

before the readers of his epistles, as well as 
before Timothy. 

Today this relationship that Paul and 
Timothy possessed needs to be imitated. 
Young preachers need the friendship and 
encouragement of older preachers. Young 
preachers need to be willing to accept 
advice and counsel from the older and 
wiser. Older preachers should "rake under 
wing" these young preachers and help 
them in facing the trials of preaching. 

The problems of young preachers are 
numerous. The older and wiser preachers 
can help these young men through the 
problems. For example, young preachers 
usually have great zeal, yet little patience. 
The zeal needs to be tern pered, and the lack 
of patience should become a virtue. If older 
preachers will work with the younger and 
help them to think out this problem, there 
will be less heartache for the young 
preacher. 

Another problem young preachers face 
is the tendancy to be vulnerable to new and 
innovative ideas. Some of these ideas may 
be good and scriptural. But brethren do nor 
move like "fast running rabbits," they 
move like "turtles." New ideas and 
methods are usually not accepted quickly by 
traditional and indifferent brethren. An 
older preacher knows this by experience 
and can help a young preacher to pace 
himself and his work. The older preacher 
will encourage the younger to work with 
the congregation rather than trying· to 
work against them. 

Paul was advising Timothy on ways to 
handle other situations much like the ones 
above. Young preachers need the 
encouragement that Timothy needed. 
They need an "aged Paul" who knows the 
business of preaching to advise and counsel 
them. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Monostry wortcs woth faot11fut congregations of tho 
churches of Cruost whoso momDors on military onstalla!lons 
wOflclwlde are wao!lng to help your loved ones - as IIIey IIIYO 
helped woth the spornual and physocal needs or lhousands or 
olhers durong the pall love years Thrs seNoce is free! 

Send 'lame. complele address. phone and mtll!ary onstallalton. 
and sptti!ual condotoon. or known along with your name and ad· 
Gross to 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
West Monroo. l..ouosoana 71291 

Amerieao Military EvugellziDg Natiooe 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 501/2687351 
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THE FOUR W'S OF BAPTISM 

The subject of baptism always 
attracts a lot of questions. Questions 
are good and it is incumbent upon us 
to give "an answer" (I Peter 3:15) to 
everyone in regard to what we 
believe. This certainly applies to the 
subject of baptism. 

First, we consider the question, 
"Who is a candidate for baptism?" 
Jesus, in His Great Commission, 
stated, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved ... " (Mark 
16:16), and therefore, gives us the 
fact that it must be one that 
BELIEVES! This would rule out an 
infant because a baby or small child 
cannot meet the qualification of 
belief. Also, those who are mentally 
impaired are not responsible. The 
condition of an infant is one of being 
SAFE. A person that has reached the 
AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, the 
age of knowing and recognizing right 
and wrong and is mentally 
competent, is a candidate for 
baptism. 

Secondly, "What is the mode of 
baptism?" The word MODE means, 
"the manner or fashion of a thing," 
therefore, what is the METHOD that 
constitutes scriptural baptism? The 
discussion centers around the terms, 
"sprinkling, pouring, and immer
sion". There are those that affirm 
that baptism can mean all three 
terms and often quote · Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary to prove their 
point. Obviously that is not the best 
place one could go for a Bible term 
and the definition of that term. A 
Bible Dictionary that will give the 
Bible definition and will reflect the 
usage of the term in the period of time 
when used should be the tool that is 
consulted. In doing so with the term 
"baptism" one will find that the 
definition is, "to dip, immerse, 
plunge, overwhelm, etc." A passage 
that is useful in demonstrating the 
fact that sprinkling, pouring, and 
baptism are different modes or 
actions is Leviticus 14:15, 16 in the 
Septugint Translation, the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Bible 
which was translated by -seventy 
men in Alexandria, Egypt. The three 
terms, sprinkling, pouring, and 
immerse (dip) are used in these two 
verses. The passage reads, 
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"And the priest shall take some of 
the log of oil, and POUR (cheo} it 
into the palm of his own left hand: 
And the priest shall DIP (baptidzo} 
his right finger in the oil that is in 
his left hand, and shall SPRINKLE 
(rantidzo} of the oil with his finger 
seven times before the Lord." 

One contacts the blood 
of Christ in the act of 

baptism and that is the 
reason one is saved, 
not because of any 
power in the water! 

One will notice that each is a 
different word setting forth a 
different action. When Jesus 
commanded, "He that believeth and 
is BAPTIZED shall be saved ... " 
(Mark 16:16), He was not giving one 
an option or a choice of modes but 
was commanding one to be, 
"immersed, covered up, dipped, 
plunged." This often incites another 
"what" question. .. What is the 
element used?" In John 3:23 the 
record tells us that John was "in 
A en on" and that he was "baptizing" 
and the reason was "because there 
was MUCH WATER there." It does 
not take MUCH water to "sprinkle" a 
person, nor to "pour" on a person, but 
to, "dip, immerse, overwhelm" a 
person it takes MUCH water! The 
account of the Ethiopian Eunuch in 
Acts 8:26-40 also reveals the fact that 
WATER was the element used. "See 
here is water; what doth hinder me to 
be baptized?" The New Testament 
therefore sets forth that water was 
the element used in baptism. To this 
many will reply, "Then you teach and 
believe in WATER SALVATION!" 
No! The New Testament teaches 
BLOOD SALVATION, and we 
believe it. In Revelation 1:5 we read, 
" ... unto him who loved us and 
WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN 
HIS OWN BLOOD" reflects the rest 
of the teaching of the New 
Testament. I Peter 1:18, 19 informs 

_ one, " ... that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things ... but with the 
precious blood of Christ.'' Jesus, in 
instituting the Lord's Supper 
remarked, " ... this is my blood of the 
New Testament which is shed for 

many for the remission of sins" 
(Matt. 26:28). 

The third question that needs to be 
asked is "Why be baptized?" or "How 
does one get in contact with that 
blood?" It surely does not teach that 
everyone is automatically saved! The 
"faith only" advocates will reply that 
the blood is administered when one 
just "believes". But does this meet 
with New Testament sanction? The 
record is replete with examples of 
individuals who "believed" but were 
not saved (cf. John 12:42;James 2:19). 
Why? Because they did not meet the 
terms to get in contact with the 
saving blood of Christ. Where did 
Jesus shed His blood? In His death. It 
would naturally follow then that one 
must get into His death. How does 
one do that? Paul tells us, 

"Know ye not that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were BAPTIZED INTO HIS 
DEATH? Therefore, we are 
BURIED (not sprinkled, or poured} 
with him by baptism in to death: 
that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life" (Romans 6:3, 4). 

Go back to the word, "US". Who is 
it referring to? Paul, of course. 
Remember what Acts 22:16 says, 
" ... arise and BE BAPTIZED and 
WASH AWAY THY SINS, 
CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD."That ties in withRev.1:5 and 
explains how one gets their sins 
washed away: it is BY the blood of 
Christ THROUGH the action of 
SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM (Immer
sion in the element of water when 
preceeded by belief in Christ, 
repentance of sins, and confession of 
Christ). One contacts the blood of 
Christ in the act of baptism and that 
is the reason one is saved, not 
because of any power in the water! 
But one would be hard pressed not to 
recognize that water was the element 
used in New Testament times in 
administering baptism. Even in the 
face of these passages there are still 
those who will reply, "I don't think 
baptism saves!" Nothing could be 
plainer than the words of Jesus 
(Mark 16:16) and then Peter, as he 
carries out the Great Commission on 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-SEPTEMBER 6, 1983 



the day of Pentecost, " ... repent and be 
baptized everyone of you in the nome 
of Jesus Christ FOR THE 
RE!VfiSSION OF SINS ... " {Acts 2:38}. 
Th1s same apostle, writing to the 
scattered Jewish Christians stated, 
"The like figure whereunto even 
BAPTISM DOTH NOW ALSO SAVE 
US (not the putting away the filth of 
the flesh , but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God,) by th e 
resurrection of Jesus Christ " (I Peter 
3:21}. Of course, the quibble is made 
on the term, "figure" and is argued, 
"It is a SYMBOL, an ou tward sign of 
an inward grace!" The word, "figure" 
is the word, "antitype" in the Greek, 
and does not mean a symbol. but 
rather is setting forth the fact that as 
the eight souls were saved "by" water 
in Noah's time, the same is true with 
those in New Testament times who 
adhere to scriptural baptism, (again, 
the element of water, but blood 
salvation!). This agrees with the 
whole context of the New Testament 
in its teaching on the subject of 
baptism. 

"When should one be baptized" 
comprises the fourth "W" on the 
subject of baptism. The fact that 
sa lvation is connected to the action 
suggest the urgency and immediacy 
of it. This was unders tood by those 
on Pentecost, "Men and brethren 
what shall we do ... ·· (Acts 2:37); by 
the Ethiopian Eunuch after hearino 
the truth on baptism did not wai~ 
(Acts 8:36-38), and the Philippian 
jailor went, "that some hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes; and 
was baptized"' (Acts 16:33). One 
s hould not prosc1·astinate when 
coming to a knowledge of the Truth, 
but obey im mediately and be 
" immersed for the remiss ion of sins." 

P. 0. Box 2005 
East Gadsden, Alabama 35903 

------ 0 -------

MISSIONARY WANTED 

The Sylvan Hills congregation is 
looking for a family to do stateside 
mission work. To receive an 
application, please contact the Sylvan 
Hills Church of Christ at 117 West 
Maryland Avenue, North Litt le Rock, 
AR 72116, (501) 835-4141. 
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Marriage Brecheen/Faulkner 

Enrichment In 

Seminar 
Person 

1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 
MAY 6-7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 

N.E., 30328 
MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 

Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 
JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shu lam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24-25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111 , Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
OCTOBER 14-15-York, NE, (402) 362-4441, Ext. 263, York College, 68467 
NOVEMBER 11-12-Tulsa, OK, (918) 627-3201, Park Plaza church of Christ, 5925 East 51st 

Street, 74135 
DECEMBER 2-3-Paducah, KY, (502) 443-6206, Broadway church of Christ, P.O. Box 7315 

(2855 Broadway), 42001 · 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland~reece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus--Patmos-Rhodes--Crete--Santorini 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner 

Op~ional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEENS 

Enzor Tours 
or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, lN 37027 

589 12-2-82 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-.531-.5227 
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WIIERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and tompletely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains· 
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregationa l features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: ~10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas residents add 5% sa les tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 

Looking For Evangelists To Train Two Years In: 

Sunset Department of Chinese Studies 
3723 34th St. Lubbock, Texas 79410 

Tel. (806) 792-5191 

• Srudy at Sunset & during summers in Taiwan or China (rwo year cur
riculum). 

• Worship with Lubbock's Chinese church. Reach out to over 200 Chinese 
college students at Texas Tech. University. 

• Train to teach Oriencal populaces in: Vancouver (80,000 Chinese); New 
York City ( 120,000): San Franci~co ( 11 2,000); Houston (50,000); Los 
Angeles ( 78,000) ; Taiwan (18 mil.) ; Western College; Toronto (80,000). 

• Three yea rly campaigns co U.S., Canada, & Asia. Chinese Mandarin taught. 
Tuition free. 
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MISSION NEWS 

VAN RHEENENS 
RETURN TO KEN YA FOR 

FOURTH TERM 
The Gailyn Van Rheenen family, 

supported by the Seventh and Mueller 
church in Paragould, Arkansas, hasjust 
returned to Kenya, East Africa, for their 
fourth term. 

During the 1982-83 school year Gailyn 
Van Rheenen se rved as Harding's 
Visiting Instructor of Missions. He also 
served in this capaci ty during the 1977-78 
school yea r. He preaches fluently in both 
the Swahili trade language and the local 
Kipsigis vernacular. 

The Van Rheenens rejoin a team of 
three, long-term famil ies work ing among 
the Kipsigis t ribe of Kenya. The team is 
made up of the Fielden Allisons. the 
Richard Chownings. and Van Rheenes. 
This team has been empowered by God to 
plant seventy chu rches with 1850 adul t , 
fai th ful Christians. Before 1973 both the 
Allisons and Van Rheenens labored in 
Uganda and the Chowning!> in Nairobi, 
Kenya . 

New Book Off The Press 

Gailyn Van Rhecnen 's new textbook, 
B iblic a ll y A nchored Miss ion s : 
Perspectives in Church Growth, is due off 
the pres!. this September. This text. 
published by the Firm Foundation 
Publi~hing Hou!>e. masterfully depicts 
the nature of chu rch grO\\th. culture. 
recepti\ ity. and idemification using the 
ministrie!> or our Lord Je!> US Christ and 
the apo!> tle Paul as role example~. The 
book i!> al~o f i lled with numerou~ on-thc
fidd i llu l> tratiom. T o get a pre
publicat ion copy. send S4.50 10 Or. 
George ll ohby. No. I Med ical Dri ve. 
Paragou ld. A rkansas 72450. or ord ~.:r 
din:uly from th l.! publi !-.hl.:r. 
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Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scho larships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bi ll Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding University, Box 839, Searcy, Ark . 72143 

~~~·~---;;;e:;:·~~:~:_:;s::C:S;i;~;d::-;-·.-.----·~f 
\ Economical, Energy Efficient ! \ Church Facilities l 
i CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. I 
\ 2Ull Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
~ Over 300 Stock Plans Ready to Meet Your Need• I 

L~~~~---._.--~~--_:~~~~~~--------~----------~J 
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l<eyno lt! Soeaker Tt1ursday 

Hardeman Nichols 
Arc Tr,t•re So.r•loat Gth~ Toda y? 
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IS 'Ay Gtlt N CCtJCO Today? 

URGENT NEED FOR 
TEACHERS IN KOREA 

Malcolm Parsley, President of Korean 
Christian College, te le pho ned requesting 
assistance for teachers. Several qualified 
teachers are avai lable, but are in need of 
church sponsorship of their Bible teach
ing activities in Seoul. Korea is one of the 
ripest missio n fi elds in the world as evi
denced by the presence of the world's 
larges t denom inational church. If your 
congregation can he lp, please contact 
Ma lcolm Parsley, Chu rch of Christ Mis
sion, San # 58-1 Deung Chon Dong, 
Kang Suh Ku , Seou l, Korea 150-02; or Dr. 
James 0. Baird , Oklahoma Christian 
Co llege, Rt. 1, Box 151, Oklaho,..,il City, 
Ok73111 . 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly o supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand o good supply at 
all times. Price: Lorge carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Finn Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

Keynote Speaker. S?turday 

Ira North 
Is There Room In The K mgdont For M e"' 

\"· -· ... 

.. . INTERNATIONAL BIBLE COLLEGE 
\'\'Hi lE OR C All IOOAY FO R fo' O RE INFORr .. ·~ t\TION O N 

C0tn t)\fllfl t lfUQfoi iT · - ll llf' f lUU'otll{j ot lli J campr>r S t •cH f' 

·' ' " · • tnoU •Iotl l l'lld l• 11 
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P.O. Box IBC - Florence. Alabama 
205-766·661 0 or 1 -800-982·4807 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregation• 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekine preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

Church of 90 in Whiteface, Texas {Pop. 500, 40 miles 
west of Lubbock Texas, has an immediate opening for 
a full-time preacher. Three bedroom home and utilities 
furnished. Salary is negotiable. Submit inquiries or 
application and resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
212, Whiteface, TX 79379. Call 806 287-1373 or 287-1203 
or 287-1318. 
Sound, mature, gospel preacher desires to work with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 893-5852. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT JIOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1005 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubiiD Road 

Pleasanton, California 84Ci66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfleld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUCHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462·0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREA~C~H"'""IN,..,...,.C-courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Retirement Approachlngl 
Consider Bisbee1 AZ. Historical, beautiful, ideal ell
mate, low·cost nouslng. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
{602) 432-5116 or {602) 432-299:::::4-:::. =--~==-==-= 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CR111lCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-6719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. Mora-an A. ve .. 
u.s. 460 East Oppo&lte K-Mnrt. Office 4'1''1'-
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'J'0-40f58. 
Does your congregation need the "Heart Writing Mln
lstryl" Write Box 1985, Richardson, Texas, 75080 for 
free brochure. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUCHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief·houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer 8, Gallup, NM 87301. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 /448·3557. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS T:2-H-;-;R,.::;U~R:-::E:-:-V~El~A-=T-:-::IO=-:N~:--=s-:-to-ry of 
redemption (Cod's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 120:;;.:6:..;:5..;,. . ..,...---"":':"-----:---:-
MISSION CHURCH needs evangelist or personal worker, 
must supply own support. Call (814) 274-9320 or write 
Church of Christ RD#1, ·sox 231, Coudersport, Pa. 
16915. 
\' U31A, ARIZ •• OGl W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONINC in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania? 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church o Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782. or 643-1427. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
FOR SALE: SO piece set of Wear-Ever aluminum communion 
ware, $100. Contact Southside Church of Christ, 1318 S. 
Congress, Austin, Texas 78704, phone 512-444-3300. 
Preacher available for fill in work. 
If interested write to: 
Darrell G. Tilley 
1005 West Osage Lot 6 
Cleveland, OK 74020 
or call Millie Lindsey at 918-358·5188 and leave message. 
let us print the next membership directory of the Lord's Church 
where you worship. Speedy service, reasonable price. Send for 
information and free sample directory. Spangler Church 
Directory Printing Service, P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 
Traveling thru Floridal Worship at Alachua Church of Christ, 2 
mi. east of 1-75, exit (441) between Lake City and Gainesville. 904-
462-3326. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004. Sunday: Classes 
10 AM Worship 11 AM, 6 PM. Ministers: Robert Blair and Dale 
Linge. Tel. (213) 463-6352. 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 588·1982 588-1983 588·1984 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTs-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall 1 
please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foandatloa 
trlea to screen advertlala.r, and will not 
kllowlngl)" take questionable adverti•IDg, 
Out It Ia the reade~a reaponslblllt7 to ID• 
ve&tlgote. Like an)" other paper, we •ome
tlmea UDwlttlngl7" ruD an unworth'J' aiL 
Aa the old sa7lns Koea. before you lnve•t. 
lnve•tl~n~te r 

Esten Macon, Morrison, Tn. 37357: 
I preached twice at Kitheld, my home 
place, july 10. I am to return next year. 
I have also filled in at Diffrell, Hebron 
and West Riverside in Warren County. 
I help with Morrison's radio work and 
teach the Adult Bible Class on Wednes
day. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bell view Preacher Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola .• 
Florida 32506; full2 year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-453· 
1426, Max R. Miller, Director 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate- $11.00per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 1 0) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 • IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ In 
securing $11,541,500! Included are: 

Central 
Church of Christ 

Wichita. KS. 
$500,000 

Wimberly 
Church of Christ 

Wimberly, TX 
$190,000 

Metropolitan 
Church of Christ 

Ft. Worth . TX. 
$100.000 

Southside 
Church of Christ 

Seattle. WA. 
$70,000 

14th Street 
Church of Christ 

West Memphis. AR. 
$100,000 

Hermitage 
Church of Christ 
Hermitage. TN. 

$325.000 

Frank lin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heights 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids, MI. Mattapan, MASS. Houston, TX Winston-Salem, N.C. 
$225,000 $130,000 $1,350,000 $300,000 

Sycamore View Belmont Central Tempe 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis. TN. Pueblo, CO. Amarillo, TX. Tempe, AZ. 
$600,000 $206,000 $1.400.000 $112,500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church o f Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix, AZ. Houston, TX. A lvin, TX. 
$100,000 $915,000 $150,000 $57,000 

Southwest North Davis Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo. CO. Arlington. TX. Long Beach. CA. Centralia. MI. 
$350.000 $250,000 $45,500 $90,000 

lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church o f Christ 

Denver, CO. Centreville, ll. West Memphis. AR. Dallas, TX. 
$100,000 $350.000 $100,000 $270,000 

Church of Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
in Grand Junction Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction. CO. Knoxville. TN. Albany, GA. McComb, MS. 
$360,000 $200,000 $625,000 $165,000 

Church of Christ 
Forney, TX. 

$55.000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, September 13, 1983 No. 37 

THE CALL OF ISAIAH 
Mike Matheny 

The cry "Ill do it!" are words which delight every eldership 
trying to oversee the work of a local congregation. Whether that 
work be foreign missions, local evangelism, benevolence, 
teaching, or visitation, volunteers are usually the best type of 
workers to have. What should motivate a Christian to volunteer 
to do the Lord's work? The call of Isaiah the prophet (Is. 6:1-13) 
reveals that his motivation for serving God was gratitude for 
being forgiven of his sins, and this same gratitude should 
motivate Christians today. 

The story of Isaiah's call furnishes the four main concepts for 
this study- God's holiness, man's sinfulness, God's forgiveness, 
and man's response. Each of these concepts merits some 
attention. 

GOD'S HOLINESS 

The first four verses (Is. 6: 1-4) illumine the first main concept 
-God's holiness. Isaiah was called to God's service by means of a 
vision he saw in the temple. The vision was an impressive one, 
with the Lord seated on his throne and angelic beings singing to 
one another. They sang, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory." The threefold repetition of 
"holy" is a Hebrew means of expressing emphasis on the holiness 
of God. The word "holy" denotes th~t which is separate, apart, 
and above. How do these ideas apply to God? God gives 
everything in this world meaning, and he holds this world 
together. He is not part of the world, but rather he is the 
foundation"'of the world. When the Israelites spoke concerning 
the Lord, they considered him separate from man, from the 
world, and from foreign gods. God is separate from all sin, 
uncleanness, and immorality. God is absolutely pure. This 
absolute separateness of God does not mean that man cannot 
communicate with God, bur it does mean that there is an absolute 
distinction between God and everything else. There is nothing 
like God in the world. We cannot compare God to anything; 
rather everything must be compared to him. God is so awesome 
in power and purity that a discerning man can only fall to his 
knees in subjection to the Lord of the universe. 

MAN'S SINFULNESS 

The next section in this chapter (Is. 6:5) exposes the second 
major concept- man's sinfulness. As Isaiah saw the vision of the 
Lord, he sensed the sinfulness of his own life. He refers to himseJ£ 
as a "man of unclean lips." Isaiah saw that the difference between 
God and himself was great, and he felt unclean as did the lepers 
who were forced to live separate from the Israelite community. 
He saw God's absolute purity and realized his own impurity. 
Isaiah, after seeing the holy God in the temple, became acutely 
aware of his sinfulness and the sinfulness of his people. An object 
may not look dirty until it is placed next to something that is 
dean. I did not realize how old my car was until I drove a new 
model. Then I saw the difference! Once a person understands the 
holiness of God, he will see the vast distance between God and 
himself. Isaiah sensed this distance and cried "/ am ruined!" 

GOD'S FORGIVENESS 

The next two verses (Is. 6:6-7) lead to the third concept
God's forgiveness. As Isaiah realized the sinfulness of his life, one 
of the seraphs flew to him with a live coal in his hand and touched 
it to the lips of Isaiah, saying, "See, this has touched yourlips;your 
guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." By this symbolic 
action God communicated to Isaiah that he was forgiven. God 
realizes man's plight. Man is separated from God by sin (Is. 59:1-
2) but is unable to do anything about it. Therefore God has taken 
the initiative in providing forgiveness for the person who realizes 
his situation. Man by himself could never remove the barrier of 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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£dito1rial -

WHAT IS YOUR OUTLOOK? 
There are numerous passages in God's word which teach that one's 

accomplishments, whether they be physical or spiritual, often depend on which 
direction one is looking. We have observed individuals and churches which were 
seriously effected by their outlook. 

The Backward Look 

Lot's wife is a classic example of looking back(Gen. 19: 15-26). Perhaps we can 
sympathize with her. She had family back there. Her home was there. But 
Jehovah had said, " ... look not behind thee ... "(v. 17), thus she gave up everything 
when she looked back (v. 26). Looking backward is often harmful. Members of 
the church often look back to the world and long for things they left there. Jesus 
said, "No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God" (Lk. 9:62). Some look back to past accomplishments and 
become self-satisfied. A result is a loss in future accomplishments. Others look 
back to past failures and become self-condemned. The result is the same. There 
are mountains of work that have never been begun because of the backward 
look. 

All looking back is not bad. Paul said we should look back to the Old 
Testament to learn valuable lessons (Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:1-11). We can look 
back to mistakes and use the knowledge gained to avoid such in the future. We 
can look back to accomplishments and use them as stepping stones to greater 
service. The attitude one has when he looks back is most important. 

The Downward Look 

Have you ever noticed that some people seem to be able to only look down? 
They can't see the roses for the thornes. (We equally object to those who deny the 
existence of the thornes). No one, unless he is a pessimist of equal rank, enjoys 
being around one who only looks down and forever sees only the band and the 
negative. The twelve spies were sent to search out the land of Canaan. They 
found that it was a land of "milk and honey. They brought back examples of the 
fruit of the land, but the bottom line was that in reality all they could see were 
giants and strongly fortified cities. They could not see God because they were 
looking down (Num. 13-14). 

Even the courageous prophet Elijah fell victim to the downward look. He 
stood his ground against the prophets of Baal on Carmel and a tremendous 
victory for truth and right was won. But when he learned of Jezebel's vow to kill 
him, he fled far to the south. Under a Juniper tree he said, "It is enough; Now, 0 
Lord, take away my life;for I am not better than my fathers"(l Kg. 19:4). From 
that Juniper tree Elijah went to Horeb and there he learned again to look to 
Jehovah, and from Horeb he continued to serve the Lord. 

We must always be on guard against the downward look. Some look down on 
the church. Others look down on the preacher, the elders, the work programs, 
etc. They can't ever seem to see any good in any of them. A pattern soon 
develops. One cannot look down for long without talking down. Next comes 
living down and then leading others down. The looking down, the talking down. 
the living down, then the leading down - it seems that this is precisely the 
pattern Eve followed. To avoid looking down on others and oneself would 
indeed be a worthy goal. 
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The Inward Look 

When King David had committed sin with Bathsheba and 
then compounded that sin by murder, God sent Nathan to 
force David to look inward (II Sam. 12). We must forever more 
practice self-examination. We can never cease to look regularly 
and honestly into the mirror of God's word (J as. I :22-25). Self
examination is necessary, otherwise how can we know whether 
we are in the faith or reprobates (II Cor. 13:5)? Jesus gave us a· 
lesson on self-examination when he said, "Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to· the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
bro~her hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come offer thy gift" (Matt. 5:23-24). Paul carefully 
practiced self-examination (I Cor. 9:27), and we must go and 
do likewise. The true value of the inward look is well stated in I 
Timothy 4:16, ~~Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. 
Continue in these things:for in doing this thou shalt save both 
thyself and them that hear thee." 

The Outward Look 

The New Testament teaches us that we must be concerned 
about others. We are to love others as we love ourselves (Matt. 
22:39). We are to be concerned about others. In Philippians 2:4 
we read, "Not looking each of you to his own things, but each of 
you also to the things of others. " These are some of the 
principles which undergird the world wide commission. Out of 
love for others and our concern for their souls we must be 
willing and ready to turn the world upside down to get the 
gospel of Christ to them. The lost of the world needs to be lllid 
on the hearts of this great brotherhood. We need to fully 
understand that billions will be lost unless they believe and 
obey the gospel. They are lost because they are sinners. It is our 
responsibility to teach them. and if we don't do it, no one else 

ENOCH-

A MAN WHO WALKED WITH GOD 
(Hebrews 11 :5-6) 

Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION: 
Here is a man who is mentioned 3 times in holy writ. 
(Genesis 5:21-24; Hebrews 11 :5-6; Jude 14). He comes on 
the scene as a descendent of Seth. The record of his life is 
found in a list of obituaries. Instead of seeing a tomb he was 
translated. Jude 14 says he prophesied. Hebrews 11:5 says 
he pleased God. Genesis 5:21 shows how.ltwas by walking 
with God. No wonder he is in Hebrews 11. We would do 
well to take a look at his walk. 

I. THE PERIOD IN WHICH HE WALKED. 
When was it? Were things easy? Was everybody waling 
with God? It was an: 
A. Age Of Progress. 

1. Genesis 4:21-22 - handle harp and organ 
2 V. 22 - forger of cutting instruments 
3. That was their technology. 
4. They were making progress. 
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will. Furthermore, if we don't fulfill our mission to preach the 
gospel to the world, we become sinners with them. It makes no 
difference where the lost are- next door. across town or on the 
otherside of the world- it is all the same. We must not be self
centered but rather Christ-centered, for when the attitude and 
outlook of Christ becomes a part of us, individually and 
congregationally, then we will see an improvement in our 
outward look. 

The Upward Look 

In Psalm 5:3 David said, "My voice shalt thou hear in the 
morning, 0 Lord: in the morning will/ direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up." Abraham was able to leave his home
land and journey to a foreign and strange land because he 
looked up, "for he looked for the city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God"(Heb. 11:10). In Col. 3:1-2 
Paul wrote, " ... seek the things that are above, where Christ is 
seated on the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things 
that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth." He 
followed that statement with more than thirty commantlments 
of things "to do" and things to "not do". It is a manifest truth 
that those who seek heaven have as a primary purpose to obey 
the last will and testament of Jesus Christ. One cannot look 
away from the book and at the same time look up to heaven. 
Let us run the race set before us with patience looking up to 
" ... Jesus the author and finisher of our faith ... " (He b. 12:2). 

Conclusion 

The progress of the church in various localities and the 
eternal destiny of our souls depends so much on our outlook. 
May we always seek to bring our outlook into harmony with 
the word of God. 

B. Age Of Permissiveness. 
1. Socially they placed no restraints. 
2 Genesis 4:19-24. 
3. Sounds like our day. 

C. Age Of Presumption. 
1. Genesis 6:5. 
2 Walking in their own ways. 
3. Such was seen in Cain and his descendents. 

II. THE PARTNER WITH WHOM HE WALKED. 
The record says it was with God. 
A. A Privileged Walk. 

1. Just think of a man walking with God! 
2. There was a time when Adam could remember 

such. (Gen. 3:8) 
3. Imagine Adam and Enoch in conversation. He 

could say, 111 know what it was to walk with God." 
It was paradise on earth to walk with God. 

B. A Prescribed Walk. 
1. Hebrews 11:5 says he pleased God by faith. 

Genesis 5 says he walked with God. 
2. Psalms 37:23 - The steps of a good man are 

ordered by the lord. 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Enoch - A Man Who Walked With God 
(Continued from Page 3) 

3. Proverbs 4:26 
4. Micah 6:8 
5. This has to do with how God wants us to live. 
6. Ephesians 2:10 - 4:1, walk worthy, 4:17 -walk 

not as the Gentiles. 
7. Ephesians 5:2-walk in love,5:8-walkaschildren 

of the light, 5:15 -walk circumspectly. 
C. A Pleasing Walk. 

1. Housewife walks 10 miles a day; man on job walks 
9 miles; teenager walks 16 miles. Not far but where 
and with whom that counts. 

2 Hebrews 11:5 
3. Psalms 37:23 - He delights in such. 
4. Matthew 17:5-7 

Ill. THE THINGS THAT PROMPTED HIS WALK. 
Why did he do what he did? What motivated him? 
A. Family. 

1. After he begat Methuselah, he walked with God 
300 years. 

2. Family responsibility has a way of making us better. 
3. Like one man who refused a personal worker and 

his child said, 11We don't want to be old 
Christians". 

B. Fear. 
1. The name Methuselah means 11When he is gone it 

will be sent." 
2 Doctors use it. Insurance men use it. Policemen 

use it. 
C. Fatih. 

1. Hebrews 11:5 
2 It was because of his faith that he was translated. 

IV. THE PERSISTENCE OF HIS WALK. 
His was a continuous walk. 
A. Can Be For A Long Time. 

1. 300 years. 
2 3 centuries. 
3. Noah and others have faced 11How Long" 
4. Galatians 1 :6 - So soon removed. These not hold 

out. 
5. Luke 8:13 11Which for a while believe" 

B. Can Be A Lonely Task. 
1. He seems to be a rare case in Genesis 5. 
2 Paul counted some numbers and they were few. 

(II Tim. 4) 
C. Can Be Laden With Trials. 

1. We aren't told of any he faced but we know he was. 
2 James 1:2-3. - In spite of this he persists in his 

walk. 

V. THE PINNACLE HE REACHED BY HIS WALK. 
A. Remembered Lovingly. 

1. He was not found implies he was looked for. 
2. We know Elijah was. (II Kings 2:17) 
3. You miss a person like that. 

B. Regarded Highly. 
1. His name is well spoken of. 
2. Each time he is in good stead. 

C. Rewarded Abundantly. 
1. He did not die. 
2 He escaped the pain of dying. 

CONCLUSION: 
He could well say 11Each step I take just leads me one step 
closer home." We can be triumphant if we too walk with 
God. He did, we can. 
P. 0. Box 506, Athens, AL 35611 

DRAWING THE LINE BETWEEN 
FAITH AND OPINION 

There is an urgency in the religious 
world and in the church of our Lord to 
clearly distinguish between faith and 
opinion. The former is confused with the 
latter; the latter is elevated above the 
former. The speculations of men are 
being emphasized over the scriptures of 
God. This leads to confusion, chaos, and 
contention. This is not a new problem. In 
every dispensation, men have attempted 
to push, press, and promulgate their 
ideas over God's ways. But Alexander 
Campbell said it well when he stated, 
"Our opinions are as light as air; but 
God's word has at all times firmly 
stood, and shall from age to age 
endure." (Campbell-Rice Debate, p. 
610}. The inspired record states it best: 
"But the word of the Lord endureth 
forever" (I Pet. 1:25}. 
4(614} 

Ben Vick 

Hebrews 11:1 defines faith in this way: 
"Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen." The Greek word for substance 
means a "setting or placing under; thing 
put under, substructure, foundation." 
The prefix "sub" means "under". 
"Stance" means "to stand. "Thus, faith is 
that which stands under or is the 
foundation of things for which we hope. It 
is "the evidence (margin says "proving") 
of things not seen." Faith is based on the 
testimony of the apostles and prophets. 
It must be concluded then that 
where testimony begins faith begins, 
and where testimony ends faith must 
end. 

Some of our religious neighbors 
attempt to make faith a gift which God 

gives to man and not a condition for 
salvation. They think refuge is found in 
Ephesians 2:8: "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God." The 
pronoun in the Greek language, as in the 
English, must agree in number and 
gender with the antecedent. The 
denomstrative pronoun "that" in the 
above passage does not refer to either 
"faith" or "grace," because it is neuter 
gender and they are feminine. It refers to 
salvation. Paul tells us that "faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God" (Rom. 10: 17). The miracles of Jesus 
recorded in the gospel of John (as well as 
the other accounts} were written that we 
might believe (Jno. 20:30-31). Faith can 
only be derived from the testimony of 
God's word. Faith involves that which 
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has been revealed in Holy Writ. 

The word opinion is from the La tin 
word opinari which means "to think". An 
opinion is "a belief not based on absolute 
certainty or positive knowledge but on 
what seems true, valid, or probable to 
one's own mind; what one thinks; 
judgment" (Webster's New Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, p. 1254). Opinion 
has to do with what man thinks or 
conjectures. 

thought more of their opinions than the 
word of the Lord and suffered the 
consequences (Lev. 10: 1-2). The 
Judaizing teachers elevated their 
opinions on circumcision in the early 
days of the church (Acts 15; Galatians). 

"There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, ... " (Jno. 3:1-2). It is a 
matter of faith that Nicodemus came to 
Jesus by night, because it is plainly 
revealed. But opinions vary in the minds 
of men as to the why he came at night. 
The Bible does not say. Therefore, it is 
merely speculation. One man'sjudgment 
may be as acceptable as another's. But 
our opinions as to why he approached 
the Master at night should not be taught 
as it were revealed. It still remains an 
opinion. 

The opinions of men (what men think 
as opposed to God's revealed word) 
have always been a source of problems. 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord" (lsa. 55:8). In the garden of Eden 
man attempted to elevate his thoughts 
above God's (Gen. 3:6). Sarai and 
Abram thought they would help God 
fulfill his promise through Hagar (Gen. 
16). In the wilderness of wanderings, the 
boys of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu. 

It is not wrong for men to express an 
opinion in matters religious, as long as it 
is stated to be opinion, unless it violates 
the teaching of God's word (Mk. 7:7·9, 
13) and/or is propagated as if it were 
faith, a matter revealed in scriptures. The 
religious world is not so much divided 
over that which is contained in the Bible 
but what is not contained therein. When 
the sweet singer of Israel prayed, "Keep 
back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins," it includes 
preaching opinion as faith or speaking 
where the word is silent. Preachers, 
whether in the bloom of youth or years of 
the hoary head, have no God-given right 
to press and preach their opinions. 

Brethren, let the mark be clearly made 
between God's thoughts and man's. Let 
the line of demarkation between faith 
and opinion be visible to all. Let the 
difference between the two be as distinct 
as daylight from dark. 

4915 Shelbyville Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

-----------------------------------------------u 
The call of Isaiah (Continued from Page 1) 

sin; someone more powerful than man had co rake care of rhc: 
barrier, namely God Incarnate. Imagine the relief and joy that 
Isaiah felt when he saw that his spiritual condition had chan~l.'d. 
His sins were forgiven! The wall between him and God had been 
removed. 

MAN'S RESPONSE 

The final section of this chapter (Is. 6:8-13) reveals Isaiah's 
response to the divine forgiveness. The Lord made it known that 
a task needed to be accomplished. Isaiah, out of his c:xtrcmt· 
gratitude for receiving forgiveness, cried, "Here um I. Sc:nd me.'" 

He was grateful for the opportunity to show God his appn.:liHion 
for being forgiven, and he saw the need co warn oth<.:rs 
concerning their sinful condition. Not all men in the Scriptures 
responded to God's call as Isaiah did. Moses wanred God co send 
his brother. Jonah ran in the opposite direction. Bur Isaiah, 
because of his gratitude, responded eagerly to the call of God. 

The basic principle which can be derived from this story is that 
if a person is truly grateful for the immeasurable gift that God has 
given him (II Cor. 9: 15 ), he will be willing to serve God as a 
means of saying "tbank you." He will also be eager co share God's 
precious gift with others who have not yet received it, those who 
are not aware of their spiritual condition. Why do many 
Christians not have this sense of gratitude? Perhaps they do not 
fully understand the sinfulness of man in comparison to the 
holiness of God. lt is easy to make some sins "biggc:r"than others, 
and this leads a Christian to believe that a non-Christian is a 
"worse" sinner than he is because he commits the "/;.u/"sins. Yet 
as a Christian matures, he will be more sensitivt: to how powerful 
sin is in his life. When he examines the atticudl.'s of his heart, he 
will still see envy, apathy, selfishness, and pride:. He will see 
himself very far from being "pure in bc:,,rt. "If a Christian fails to 

sense this presence of sin, he will probably see himself as better 
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rhan orhers, as rht· Pharisee did to the tax collector (lk. 18:9-14). 
E\'c:n ;tfrcr bt·coming a Christian, one must remember that he is 
srill a sinnn and chat (iod is still holy. 

As a person sees che extent of sin in his life, it makes God's 
holiness more wonderful- and more fearful. He will see that it is 
impossible to be holy as God is holy, and yet this is Christ's 
command (Mt. 5:48)! If it were not for his faith in Christ and a 
willingness to confess his sin, man's spiritual condition would be 
hopeless. But because pf God's love, man can receive forgiveness 
for his sins. Just as a child is grateful for what his parents have 
given to him, a Christian should be grateful to his Father for the 
forgiveness that he has provided. This gratitude will motivate a 
Christian to serve God. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

What can be done to encourage more Christians to serve God? 
What the Bible says concerning God's holiness, man's sinfulness, 
and divine forgiveness should be stressed in sermons, classes, and 
discussions so that all Christians will have the same sense of 
gratitude. One often notices how new Christians have an 
eagerness to serve because of what God has done for them. But all 
Christians should see what God has done for them and continues 
to do for them. The gift of salvation is just as important and 
meaningful whether one has been in the Lord sixty years or sixty 
days. Christians who are grateful for their salvation will often say, 
"Here ami. Send me!"God needs willing volunteers motivated by 
gratitude so that the tasks of his Kingdom can be accomplished. 

241 E. lOth St., Cookeville, TN 38501 
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IN THE LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 
James Burton Coffman 

HAVING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
"Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" 

Philippians 2:5. 

It is the ultimate achievement spiritually to have the mind of 
Christ. 

AND WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? that one should have 
the mind of the Lord Jesus? 

In the New T estament, there are many designa ted entities 
with multiple names. For example, the Church is: the body of 
Christ, the pillar and ground of the truth, the house of God, the 
vineyard of the Lord, the general assembly, the New J erusa lem, 
etc. Similarly, having the mind of Christ is exactly the same as 
having the Holy Spirit, being in the Holy Spirit, ha vi ng Christ 
dwell in our hearts, being in Christ, being in God , having God 
dwell in our hearts, or allowing the word of God to "dwell in us" 
(Col. 3: 16). There is no distinction whatever between any of 
such conditions. They are not different conditions at a ll , but 
multiple references to ONE condition, i.e., the SAVED 
CONDITION! 

The mind of Christ is revealed upon the pages of the New 
Testament, and it is clear that "the mind of Christ" exhibi ted 
the· following characteristics: 

I. He was obedient to his parents (Luke 2:5 1). 

'?·~~~::~":$· -~.....::.:o~>'.'.;;;~~=·:;.;_,....;;_·;.._· ____ ;;_; 

Keynote Soea~er . Thursday 

Hardeman Nichols 

2. He was a person of ma rvelous understanding, sympathy, 
a nd compassion (Matt. 9:36) . 

3. He submi tted to baptism , a lthough he might have claimed 
an exemption on the basis of his sinless life (Mt. 3: 14f). 

4. He called the holy Sc riptures "The Word ofGod"and so 
received them (John 10:34-36). 

5. He believed and accepted the Old Testament prophets as 
true and inspired (even includ ing the Boo k of J onah) (M att. 
12:38-41). 

6. He regularly attended public se rvices in order to worship 
God (Luke 4: 16). 

7. He met every challenge and crisis of his life with 
PRAYER. Again and agai n, he continued long hours, or even 
a ll night in prayer. 

8. His was a forgiving Spirit, for he even forga ve those who 
nailed him to the cross (Luke 23:34). 

9. He did not become bitter when sorrow, pain, and death 
closed upon him, but prayed, "Thy will, not mine, be done." 

10. Above all, Christ sacrificed himself to save others. He 
gave up the glory of Heaven in order to bring sa lva tion to the 
sons of men. 

I I. His love fo r humanity stands a lone in history, UN IQUE, 
UNEQUALLED, not even approached by tha t of a ny other! 

12. There ca n be no marvel, then, that the Father has given 
him the name which is above every name (Philippians 2:9). 

THE 
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CHRISTIANS MUST DRESS MODESTLY 

In no area of life today are the perfect 
principles of Christian living more 
important than in how God's people dress. 
Christians are rhe "salt of the etlrtb" and 
rhe "light of the world" (Matt. 5: 13-14). 
We are ro die rosin (Rom. 6:2 ), and "walk 
as children of light'' (Eph. 5:8). The perfect 
srandard of God's holiness is ro be our 
guide (I Per. 1:16; Mr. 5:48). We are robe 
'pure in beart" (Mr. 5:8), pure in life (I 
T im. 5:22), and approve only rhose things 
rhar are excellent in God's sighr (Phil. 
1: 10). Peter instructs us ro "no longer live 
the rest of 0 111' time in the flesh to the lusts 
of men, but to the will of God" (I Per. 4:2). 
Some of our old worldly friends may ' 'think 
it strange that ye rm1 not with them to the 
same excess of riot" as before (I Per. 4:4), 
bur we are now as different people (I Per. 
2:9), opera ring on a different standa rd, rhe 
Word of God (Col. 3: I 7). In our sex
oriented, flash-as-much -sk in -as-you-can 
sociery, God's people need to always be 
mindful that we serve the Lord and are ro 
follow Him - and that means wea ring 
modesr attire. We are to let Christ be 
formed in us (Gal. 4:19), have the mind 
and spirit of Christ (Phil. 2:5; Rom. 8:9); 
Christ lives in us (Ga l. 2:20); indeed, those 
in heaven will be those who "follow the 
LAmb wbitbersoe·ver He goeth" (Rev. 
14:4). "Put :J'e on the Lord ]ems" is Paul's 
command in Rom. 13: 14 . Beloved, we 
should now look at life through rhe cross, 
seeking to serve and please only our Sa vi or. 
I fear rhar roo often my sisters (a nd 
brothers!) in Christ do nor rhink of these 
principles when rhey prepare to dress 
themselves. Proper arrire is important 
we should nor underdress or overdress -
and perhaps we all need to give g rea ter 
meditation ro these princi pies in eve~y 
aspect of life that we may "abound'' in 
"pleasing God" (I Thes. 4: I ). In this article, 
we shall endeavor ro enlighten our readers 
on what the Bible reaches of how 
Christians should dress. 

Probably the mos r direct statement in 
God's Word on correcr dress is I Tim. 2:9-
10: "In like manne1· also, th(/t women 
adam themselves in modest tt1Jparel, with 
shamefacedness; not with b1·oided ha.ir, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly(/ rray. But (which 
becometh women professing godliness) 
with good works." Nore several points of 
inreresr: 

1.) A woman is nor ro underdress. She is 
to be in ''modest appm·el"; 

2.) The Christian does nor overdress
"not with braided hair, or gold, ... " ere. 

3.) Bur the Christian woman is ro adorn 
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Mark K. Lewis 

herself with "good works". The only thing 
God's people oughr to be interested in is 
glorifying God through good works, and 
nor in calling attention ro themselves (Mr. 
5: 16). Beloved, if we are more interested in 
arrracri ng people ro ourselves rhan ro God, 
then we have nor rhe hearr of rhe Son of 
God. We will attrac t exacrly rhe kind of 
people we want ro; if we adorn ourselves 
with modest dress and good works, rhen 
we will arrracr people interested in 
godliness. If we clothe ourselves in 
immodest dress, we'll attract the kind of 
person preoccupied with rhe world, sex, 
and lust. 

Bur some are always quick ro shout, 
"Well, whar is · modesr'?" I fi rmly believe 
char from rhe above Scriptures we can 
creace solid definitions of "immodest " and 
"modest". God would nor have rold us ro 
dress modestly and then leave us in rhe 
dark as ro whar rhar means. "Immodest)"'. 
according ro ou r understanding of Bible 
reach ing, is eicher the wearing of improper 
clothing, or rhe absence of prope r 
clorhings which draws arrenrion ro 
ou rselves by drawing arcenrion to those 
pares of our bodies which create sinful 
actions and rhoughcs in orhers, or which 
draws arrcnrion to ourselves and nor ro rhe 
God we should be glorifying. If ou r 
clothing - at anyt ime is such rhar ir 
emphas izes parts of rhe body rhar excite 
che opposire sex, iris immodes r and sinful. 
If we are so dressed up as co am·acr 
arrenrion ro our extravagance racher than 
our godliness, rhen we arc "immodestly'' 
(improperly) arrired. (For example, a 

AU...u CJ...,u.. Undergraduate 
c I I r () I & Graduate 
Jchoo o l'i.eligion Degrees In Bible 

A .M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
f:u ll Scnola rsruos Ava,laOitt For Fc,/1 rtme Stuaen~s on Mam Campus 

Gl Apptoved On Campus Ptograms AVIIIIOitJ 

Call Collec l lor Or. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

6020 Allonto Hlghwoy, Montgomery. AL 36117 

clown suit in God's pulpit would be 
improper dress. ) Now, rhis does nor mea n 
rhar we are ro dress like slobs; rhac would 
attract undue a rrenrion, rhcrcby derracring 
from our efforts ro magnify rhe Lord. 
Modesr clothing is clean, ar rracrive, and 
decem clothing. lr is "becoming,. clorhing. 
We can be modesr and well-dressed. 
Proper dress is nei ther lusr-crcaring nor 
ostentatious. Beloved, if people cannot see 
Christ in us for whar we are- or aren'r
wearing, rhen we are immodestly or 
improperly attired. Our clothing muse nor 
move people's eyes away from God ro us; 
such would hinder our good works for God. 

Now, it may well be rhar we will have ro 
avoid some modern fashions. Many of 
roday's fashions are designed wirh the 
sexual apperire of rhe opposice sex in mind . 
Theodor Rick, a fashion ''expert", has 
stared: 'The othe1· day the owner of one of 
our elegant dress shops stated that a dress 
is s!lccessful when it awakens in the man 
who looks at a woman 1 he wisb to take it 
off, to undress ber". That is pos itively 
ungodly ro the core. Beloved, we muse 
rhink so as nor to let Saran ensnare us wirh 
his evil rraps. Christians arc ro be decenr 
and modest rega rdless of what rhe world 
thinks or does. Nakedness has always been 
a shame in God's eyes (Cf. Gen. 3 & 9; Ex. 
28:42; Rev. 3: 18), and we oughr ro sray as 
far away from it as possible. 

(To be continued). 

1320 S. Church Street 
Visalia, California 93277 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w for free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 8 17-645-9208 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Mtntstry w or"s ..., ,U'I ''''"'"'' congregauons or the 
churches or Cnusl wnose mem0t1s on mtllta ry tnstallahons 
wor1ctwlde are w at!tnQ to help your loveo ones - as they have 
help.O w tlh t he SQtfiiUII a nd Ph)'S ICI I need s Of thOUSinOS Of 
otners Our•no the past hve years ThtS $tr"WtCe IS free! 

Seno n ame. comDiete aadress. Phone and mthtary .nsrallahon. 
ana splrilual conOII•on. •I lr.nown a long wilh )'0"'' na me a no aa · 
areu to 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CH RIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe. Lou•s •ana 71291 

American Military Evtulgell.dng N ationo 
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What The World Needs Now ... 
Is More Weeping Prophets! 

By Andrew M. Connally 

Jeremiah has long been recognized as 
the "weeping prophet" because of his 
Lamentations for Israel and Judah. Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem and no doubt 
countless other prophets of old and 
preachers of today have cried over the sins 
of the city. But as these great men of God 
wept they also "cried" out concerning the 
sins they beheld! Notice, "I have spoken 
unto you the word of jehovah, rising up 
early and speaking,· but ye have not 
harkened (Jer. 25:3). And again, "And 
jehovah hath sent unto yo.'l all his servants 
the prophets, rising up early and sending 
them, (but, ye have not harkened, nor 
inclined your ear to hear), saying, Return 
ye now everyone from his evil way, and 
from the evil of your doing ... and go not 
after other gods to serve them, and to 
worship them, and provoke me not to 
anger with the work of your hands,· and I 
will do you no hurt. Yet ye have not 
hearkened unto me" (Jer. 25:4-7). 

Jeremiah had become so discouraged 
with the wickedness of his brethren and 
their refusal to hear. He thought that he 
would shut up the word of the Lord and not 
speak or make mention of His name, but it 
burned like a fire, and he grew weary with 
his silence, (Jer. 20:9), he had to speak! 

The shepherds of Jeremiahs day were 
responsible for scattering the sheep by 
refusing to visit them and God promised 
vengeance on such elders, (Jer. 23:1-3). 
Elders today can be busy as proverbial 
"cranberry merchants" and never do the 
work of elders - visit, counsel, guard, 
guide and succor the sheep. They too, shall 
pay a terrible price for their negligence. 

God pronounced a curse on all those who 
are negligent and who keep their sword 
back from blood in the service of the Great 
King (Jer. 4:8-10). Oh, that such words 
would jar us out of our complacency, 
compromise and conformity, and make us 
weep for the slain of our people! 

Yes, what the world needs now is more 
weeping prophets dedicated to restoring 
the will of God in our lives and spreading 
the Kingdom of God on this earth. Men 
and women who wield the Sword of the 
Spirit to separate us from our idols, the 
idols of rna terialism, sensualism, 
negativism, liberalism and procrastina
tion. These are damning multitudes in the 
valley of decision and causing great men 
of God to weep for they see the patterns of 
history being repeated. Let us arise and 
weep, but let us cry too! 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Jimmy Wood, Director 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school, Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send your name and 

address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 

SECOND ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES 

PLANNED ON HEBREWS 

The SECOND ANNUAL DENTON 
LECTURES, presented by the Pearl St. 
Church in Denton, TX is planned for 
November 13-17, 1983. All ofthelectures 
will be devoted to the theme, ••studies in 
Hebrews". Lectures will be delivered by 
37 speakers from all parts of the nation. 
Four major types of material will be 
presented: numerous expository sermons 
on major themes of the book, lectures on 
difficult passages, lectures answering 
false doctrines relating to Hebrews and a 
daily ~Discussion Forum" dealing with 
controversial subjects. The daily 
.. Discussion Forums" will consist of the 
following subjects and speakers: Monday 
- .. Old or Young Earth?", Jack Wood 
Sears and Bert Thompson; Tuesday -
.. Authority of Elders," Waymon Miller 
and Gary Workman; Wednesday -
••Empirical Knowledge or Faith -
Which is More Certain?", Arlie Hoover 
and Dick Sztanyo; Thursday -
••Premillennialism", Robert Shank and 
Wayne Jackson. Time will be allowed for 
questions from the audience in these 
forums. 

Besides the eight speakers listed above; 
the following will also speak: Tom 
Bright, Winfred Clark, T. B. Crews, Troy 
Cummings, Roy Deaver, Bobby Duncan, 
Garland Elkins, Larry Fluitt, Hugh 

Fulford, Carl Garner, Norman Gipson, 
Tom Hicks, Bill Jackson, B. B. James, 
Roy Lanier, Jr., Avon Malone, Dub 
McClish, Hugo McCord, James 
Meadows, J. Noel Merideth, Jerry 
Moffitt, Frank Morgan, Goebel Music, 
Johnny Ramsey, Ira Rice, Robert 
Taylor, John Waddey, Charles R. 
Williams and Wendell Winkler. 

Almost 5,000 tapes of .. Studies in I 
Corinthians" (FIRST ANNUAL 
DENTON LECTURES) have been 
ordered. The book of almost 500 pages 
($13.00 plus $1.25 postage and handling) 
has already gone into a second edition 
and is being used by at least four schools 
as a text. Studies in Hebrews(available at 
beginning of ADL) promises to be of 
equal significance and popularity and 
will sell for the same price as Studies in I 
Corinthians. Besides being audio taped, 
all lectures will also be available on video 
tape (as are FIRST ADL). Exhibit space 
is available subject to approval (FIRST 
ADL had 31 exhibits). Housing in the 
home of local Christians will be provided 
as long as it lasts. Hook-ups for R V units 
will be provided on the church parking 
lot. This will be a strong BIBLE 
lectureship! address inquiries to: Dub 
McClish, 312 Pearl St., Denton, TX 
76201.817/387-3531, 387-1429. 
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IF YOU WILL STUDY the above photo of the Klang/ Malaysia 
congregation. which was taken on a recent outing they took together 
nearby, you will note the makeup of the membership that we are 
asking you to help. Although for the most part Chinese from various 

dialects and backgrounds, a scattering of Indian people also can be 
seen. They all speak English as well as their own particular language or 
dialect. Now in their 15th year. they have been asked by the owner of 
the property where they now rent to make other arrangements. 

KLANG/MALAYSIA BRETHREN PASS HALF-WAY MARK RE: PROPERTY 
PURCHASE; $54,000 MORE REQUIRED BY EXTENDED DEADLINE 

Ira Y . Rice, Jr. 

What a season of refreshing it is to note at least one overseas 
congregat ion pulling out a ll the stops on its own behalf in ord er 
to have property for a su itable building - a nd not expecting 
U.S. churches to do it a ll for them! 

It is simply wonderful. 
When, five years ago, in I 978, I held a short gospel m ee ting in 

Klang, Malays ia, their loca l preacher Peter Lee and a few of the 
brethren approached me as to how best to proceed to have a 
suitable building of their own. 

I suggested to them that they start a building fund at o nce, 
call a ttention to it loca lly regularly each month, and let it grow. 
I emphasized to them the importance of doing everything they 
could in the ir own right first, assuring them that if they then 
needed further help I was confident that brethren and churches 
everywhere would respond . 

AREA CONGESTED; PROPERTY PRICES HIGH 
Not having heard a ny more about it for a few years, this 

particular need had more or less slipped from mind. Then, in 
December, last year, I received a Jetter from brothe r Ronald 
Yang, who had been chosen by the Klang brethren to serve as 
"project coordina tor" for their "Klang Church Building 
Project." 

Brother Yong informed me that because the Klang Valley, 
which stretches from the capital city of Malays ia (Kuala 
Lumpur) some 20 miles southwestward past Klang to the sea, 
has become the economic heart of the entire country. the a rea 
where they Jive has become enormously congested ca using 
property prices to shoot sky-hig h . 

Nevertheless, the brethren there already had raised. from 
among their own selves, in cash and pledges, close to half of the 
US$1 15,000 that would be needed for a beautifully-situated 
piece of property that would be suitable for the longed-for 
church building now becoming d esperately needed. 

AUGUST DEADLINE PASSES; EXTENSION SECURED 
When my wife and I were in Malaysia, earlier this year, o n 

missionary efforts, the Klang brethren insisted that we sto p by 
there for at least two nights of preaching. While there, they 
took us to the property that they a re attempting to purcha se. 
told us they a lready had put 10% down. as earnest money, and 
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were trying every way they knew to raise the rest by the deadline 
the owners had set - August 7. 1983. I promised to return to 
the U.S. and bring this matter forceful ly to the a ttention of as 
many as possible who might respond on or before that date. I 
did so - a nd was able to send a bank draft for $17.000 to Klang 
by the e nd of July. 

It wasn't enough. 
Going to the owners there. they were able to secure an 

additional 90-day extension o n the deadline. Whereupon 
brothe r Yong wrote, in part, as follows: 

" ... We are very grateful for your efforts to raise funds for our 
building project. We want to thank you for the US$ 17,000 that you 
have sent us by bank draft. The articles you wrote ... concerning our 
aspirations are most encouraging and all of us were much edified. 
Thank you for writing about us and our goals ... 

"We certainly will walk by faith and will work towards achieving 
our goals with the help of the Lord ... As you know, we were unable to 
raise sufficient funds to pay for the land. So we have asked the vendor 
for an extension of another 3 months to fulfill our payment. This 
extension will cost us interest at the rate of I 0% per annum and that 
will probably amount to US$2,500. Our new deadline now is 
November 7. 

"Our present financial position is as follows: 
I. Total cost of the land ... . .................... US$1 15,000 
2. Deposit paid (funds raised from the Klang brethren)USS I 1,500 
3. Cash in bank (funds raised ma inly from Klang) ... US$32,000 
4. Funds raised by you .. . ................... . .. . US$17 ,000 
5. Balance required by November 7 .............. . US$54,000 
"In reference to (3), a small portion of the funds were from the 

Westlink congregation, Wichita, Kansas ... We are still waiting for a 
firm reply from the Lake Jackson congregation. As you can see, we are 
still short US$54,000 and must raise it by November 7 or else we will 
lose both the land and o ur deposit. We sti ll need your kind support 
and beseech you to continue to help us ... We will keep you informed of 
the progress of our project. .. " 

MEN AND BRETHREN. WHAT SHAll WE DO? 
How can you help? H ow will you help? Whatever amount 

you can send, please address a ll contribu t ions. whethe r from 
churches or individuals. to KLANG CHURCH BUILDING 
PROJECT,% Elders, Bellview church of Christ , 4850 Saufley 
Road, Pensacola, Florida 32506. Tax-ded uctib le receipts will 
be issued to all who contr ibute . 
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To Be Honored 

Brother Emerson J. Estes 

We are happy to announce that 
brother Emerson J . Estes will be 
honored , the Lord willing, during our 
Eighth Annual SPIRITUAL SWORD 
Lectureship. The details will be worked 
out and announced late r. We love and 
appreciate brother and sister Estes, a nd I 
know that everyone will be happy to have 
this special opportunity to honor them. 

Brothe r Estes served for some eight 
yea rs as the evangelist for Getwell. He 
was the first full-time minister. To him we 
owe our abiding gratitude for his sound 
proclamation of the gospel. He, in a ve ry 
rea l sense, set the " to ne" of the Getwell 
congregation. He is one of the reasons 
that Getwcll has, from the beginning, 
been known fo r its strong stand for the 
truth . It is o ur since re and fervent prayer 
that such shall always cha ractenze us 
both as indi vi duals and as a 
congregation. 

While working with Getwell, brother 
Estes began ou r TRUTH IN LOVE radio 
program on W H BQ. This program is 
likely the oldest continuo us program in 
the area. It has been o n the a ir m ore tha n 
thirty years. He did an outstandingjo b in 
his radio preaching. 

Brothe r Estes was eighty on June 17. 
He continues to work with the Merton 
Street Church of Christ as their full-time 
evangelist, and he a lso serves a s one of 
thei r elders. Through the yea rs sis ter 
Mildred Estes has stood by his side and 
has been truly an outstanding .. help 
.meet. " We sa lute brother and sister Estes. 

- Ga rland Elkins 

SUNSET SOJJOOL OF PREACKING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 
Deaf Missions Program 

Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tultlon-Approved tor Veterans 

Benefits 
contact 

The Dlrector-8728 84th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

1·806·792-3191 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY OIRfCT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL rREE 

THE FIRST ANNUAL MISSOURI-KANSAS LECTURES 
11SSUES FACING THE CHURCH" 

October 6th-8th 1983, 39th St. Church of Christ, lndep. Mo. 
15331 E. 39th Street 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
•. . ••.• .. •••. . 'The Eldership Must Stand Against Error" 

D. Ray Pippin 
. •.... ........ . ........... "Gospel. Grace and Law" 

Ralph Steury 
. . ... .. .. "The Biblical Concept of the One True Church" 

Walter Pigg 
12:00 Noon Lunch Break 
1 :30 PM . . . . . . . . . . "Fellowship: How Established - How Broken" 

Wendell Winkler 
2:30 PM . . ........•. . ... . .......... . . "Church Cooperat ion" 

Roy C. Deaver 
3:30 PM .... . .............. . . . ...... . ...... OPEN FORUM 

Johnny Ramsey/ Wendell Winkler 
5:00 PM Evening Break 
7:00 PM .................•... "Marriage. Divorce. Remarriage" 

Roy C. Oe aver 
8:00 PM . . ....... ... ....... 'The Home as God Would Have It" 

Johnny Ramsey 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 

9:00 AM . .... • . ......... • ....... . . "Back to Bible Preaching" 
Jack H. Williams 

1 0:00 AM ........... .. ........... 'The Threat of Humanism" 
Ralph Steury 

11:00 AM ...•...........••..•............. 'The Versions" 
James Boyd 

1 2:00 Noon Lunch Break 
1:30 PM ... . ............... "Compromise: The Enemy of Truth" 

Johnny Ram sey 

2:30 PM .. . ......•... ... . ... .... .. ... "Church Cooperation·· 
Roy C. Deaver 

3:30 PM . ..... . ......•...•.. . ..... . ...•.... OPEN FORUM 

5:00PM 
7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

Roy C. Deaver I James Boyd 
Evening Break 

................... . . "Marriage, Divorce. Remarriage" 
Roy C. Deaver 

................................. "Pentecostalism" 
Don Deffenbaugh 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
....... . ........... "Restoration - The Biblical Basis" 

Don Deffenbaugh 
. . .... . ...... . . 'The 'Social Gospel' is Not the Gospel" 

Jack H. Williams 
... . ..... . ..... "Parallel Worship - Right or Wrong?" 

Bennie Henson 
12:00 Noon Lunch Break 
I :30 PM ..... ..... . .. . .......... "Marking the False Teacher" 

Walter Pigg 
2:30 PM .. . ........................... "Restoration History" 

Don Deffenbaugh 
3:30 PM ..................•.••............ . OPEN FORUM 

Roy C. Deaver / Don Deffenbaugh 
5:00 PM Evening Break 
7:00 PM .......... ........... "Marriage, Divorce. Remarriage" 

Roy C. Deaver 
8:00 PM ........ . ....... "Liberalism - A Thre at to the Church" 

Aries Vandiver 
- CASSETTE RECORDINGS - FREE HOUSING AVAILABLE - A TrENDED NURSERY - FREE NOON MEALS PROVIDED BY SPONSORING CONGREGATIONS 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE - 39th St. Church of Christ or Call (816) 478-0266 
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NORMAN STARLING 
ENTERS 

WORLD EVANGELISM 
FULL TIME 

On June I Norman S ta rling ente red 
full time into in te rnationa l evangeli stic 
work. In beginning that expa nded 
schedule and locale of eva ngelism, he 
engaged in gospel meetings and in series 
on church growth with co ngregati ons in 
T exas, M ississippi , the Ca ribbea n , 
Southeast Asia, and South A merica. 
With a schedule and fundi ng tha t now 
accommodate mul t i- locus work, he 
expects to assist, year-round , many o the r 
congrega tion s across the United S tates 
and othe r lands in proclaiming the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 

During the past th irty-five years, 
No rman has preached loca lly fo r 
congregati ons in Canada, Arka nsas, and 
Texas and has d o ne mission work in 
Canada, Europe, the Middle East, and 
Asia as well as in the United States. For 
eighteen of those yea rs, he taught Bible 
and religion courses for c redit at 
Southwest Texas S tate University, where 
thousand s of students s tudied with him 
the Word of God and from which scores 
went forth to preach and / or teach the 
Word. 

Norman is associated wi th th e 
Fleetwood congregation in H ouston. 
Texas, where L. S. Brown, H . A. "Buste r" 
Dobbs, Norman H ughes, and J ohnnie 
Laman serve as e lde rs. Ji m Dobbs is the 
local evangelis t wit h Fleetwood. 

orman a nd his wife. Bet ty Ross. 
retain their res idence in Sa n Marcos. 
Texas. where she is a member of the 
English faculty o f Southwest Texas S tate 
Universi ty. 

Congregations wishi ng to d iscuss 
Norman's work may reach him at R oute 
2, Box 324-A. San Marcos. Texas 78666 
(Tel. 512-392-464 1) or P. 0. Box 21l>511. 
Houston , Texas 772 \ g. 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Fu ll-Tim e Course No Tui tion 
Approved for VA Benefi ts "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emph asis; Pract ical Training Com prehensive Curricu lu m 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Pe rsons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students ' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BE ING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Cat•log Wr ite or Call 

BROWN TRAil SCHOOl OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail , Bedford (fo rt Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 617-262·3911 

WHO WROTE "HOW 
GREAT THOU ART"? 

Wm. Kay Moser 

The church bulletin now lying 
before me quotes another bulletin, 
and I have seen some similar essays in 
other bulletins for some years 
crediting the authorship of " How 
Great Thou Art" to Laura Nelson, even 
saying she w rote it on a tablet which 
she took from her apron pocket on a 
vacation in the mountains near Palmer, 
Colorado, the time being " the early 
1950's". 

Dorothy Horstman published a 
book called " Sing Your Heart Out, 
Country Boy" in 1975, with E. P. Dutto n 
& Company, Inc., New York, as 
publishers. She says " Originally a 
Swedish hymn written by Rev. Carl 
Boberg, a twenty- five-year-old pastor, 
this song was first published as "0 
Store Gud" (Oh Great God) in 1886. In 
1907 it was translated into German by 
Manfred von Glehn and published 
under the title " Wie Gross Bist Du" 
(How Great Thou Art) . An English 
missionary, Rev. Stuart K. Hine, found 
a Russian version in the Ukraine and 
began using it at evangelistic meetings. 

Some time later he translated the first 
three verses into English and upon his 
return home sang it at gospel meetings 
around the time of World War fl. He 
added a fourth verse in 1948. In this 
country, it was popularized during the 
1950's by the Bill y Graham crusades. 
(p. 44) . 

The popularity of the song does not 
depend on whom the author might 
have been, but, on the other hand, 
know ing the truth about its origin 
gives credit to whom credit is reall y 
due, and it should not hinder our 
appreciation or use of it to know the 
real author. 
1026 West Williams 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/ 448·3557. 

Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

LARRY BROWN. Broker 
Res. Pho. 806-353-2020 

3501 S . Georgia • Amarillo . T X 79109 
Phone 806·355-8261 

Q 
,h 

RE WRIGHT. RBBitor 
Res. Pho. 806-359·4328 

Larry Brow n is a deacon in the Southwest Church of Christ. Re Wright preached 
for 20 years and now is a member of the Central Church of Christ. 

For your convenience we will be h appy to meet you at the airport, and/ or make 
your reservations for overnight accommodations, and provide any assistance 
for finding your new home. 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this during this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository w riting ... setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for serm on preparation. classroom reaching. o r personal study. W ritten 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid. these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

WE NOW HAVE REVELATION BACK IN STOCK. 
ORDER NOW!! 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Matthew 
M ark 
Luke 
John 
Acrs 
Romans 
I &. II Corinthians 

~inn ~onnbn 
.------ ABOUJ THE AUTHOR------, 

James Burton Coffman is noted for his gifted 
ministry, his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
writings are the invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout the United Stares. Mission
aries are currently using these commentaries 
all over the world. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Galartans- Colossians 
I &. II Thessalonians-

rhilemon 
Hebrews 
J<~mes-Jude 
Revelillion 
( ll volume ser) 

---.-hing ~OUSt 
SINCE 1884 

Send your order to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 6 1 0. Austin. Texas 7 8 7 6 7 

Individual volumes S I 0 .95 
12 volume set S 125.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. Texas 
residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE-CALL NOW National -1-800-531-5227 Texas -1-800-252-9103 
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We Thank You Who VIsited Our Booth 
At The Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop! 

AN INDIAN 

BECOMES A COWBOY 
It sounds like a Ho llywood script gone wil d. a 

Bible epic co nfused with a western . But thi s is true. 

The driver of a two-wheeled cart knocked o n the 
door of A John Abraham Children 's Home in In 
dia , and reported a baby abandoned on the tra in 
tracks . The newly born boy , naked a nd blue with 
cold. was rescued by the John Abraham people 
fifteen minutes before the next passing train . They 
named him Moses. 

Baby Moses had been all the name he needed 
for five months . The n a ll of a sudden they named 
him Daniel Ellis Moses Le nz. issued him a passport . 
flew him exactly half-way around the world. and 
placed him in the a rms of a Christian mo ther and 
fa ther . This part of the story was made possible 
with the he lp of All God's Children Adoption Agen
cy . 

The new fath er stood there in the a irport hold ing 
his -son of less than three minutes, feeding him a 
bottle . Both mo ther and father stared at Moses. 
bo th smiling. The n o ne tear formed in the father's 
eye. The n a no ther, and another. Moses' mom 
dried his dad's tears away . As they looked a t each 
other . tears from both of them began to flow in ear
nest. Frie nds who were watching felt uncomfort 
able to be intruding o n such a private moment. But 
it was too captivating a scene to tu rn away . The 
grandfather got to hold Moses, and then the great
grandfather. Instant fa mily. 

Moses arrived fro m India Saturday night. March 
21. 1980. Sunday morning he was in churc h. His 
mo m explained they left Moses in his name be
cause he was a provide ntial child. 

Moses' family has five horses. They sta rted 
breaking one the week Moses arrived. to have it 
ready by the time he can ride. H e used to be an 
Indian . That was before he becam e a cowboy. 

There are more would -be parents who would 
love to have a baby Moses. There are little children 
around the worl d who need parents . "Let m y peo
ple go." - John Comer 

(The Lenz family are member, of the Metro Church of 
Christ In Phoenix.) 
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Moses 

The John Abraham Fund Helps 
Children In Nine Homes In 

India and Pakistan 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

: SPECIAL REPLY : 
t YES , Baxer, I want to save the life and soul of a child. 

Enclosed Is $ 0 Use it anywhere it is needed. f 
t 0 I want to educate __African children in your NTONDA f t school at $1.00 per month. t 
i 0 I want to support a child on a sustained basis at $22.00 ' 
' per month. 0 understand I can quit at any time.) ' t Please send me the picture and date. t 
t 0 Send a packet of your publications to f 

Address . I will see that they 
f are distributed to the church. t 
t 0 Send a packet of information to the address below. t 
' I will work to try and get my Sunday School class 

1 ' or Church involved . ' 
f 0 Send me rrore Information for my private use. f 
f Name ddress f 
t Zip Phone f 
t BAXTER LOE t 

"JOHN ABRAHAM MEMORIAL t (Your donations are tax deductible) CHRISTIAN RELIEF FUND t 
BOX 30007 t AMARILLO. TX 79120 t 

f CALL US m t 

t
f COLLECT AT ~0~~~~~:.~; !$:.~:~:.~ ff 

806-383-7631 ......... -... ~ 
' === t ' ==~:: l.f).JCAL COLL'c,t'O 

f FOR MORE ·· :::: :-.~. ~ECFA; f 
INFORMATION ~ ~ ~.m.~ t c-,4L AtCOU...... t 

~~~~~ ...... ~~~~~~.._..~ .... ~ 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Decfuctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ......................... $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

c:: 

P.O. BOX24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

8171 496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregations 

advertising meetin1r places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekin~ preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CliURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

(803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

~outhslde Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM. N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201·635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W; Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4388. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA. Y AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Pleasnnton, California IMISGO 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01<' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
EnglewOf>d Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subJects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 

Retirement Approachingf 
Consider Bisbee, AZ. Historical, beautiful, Ideal ell
mate, low-cost housing. The church here needs you. 
Write Church of Christ, Box 5766, Bisbee, AZ. 85603. 
(602) 432-5116 or (602) 432-299:.,.:4~. -......,.,==""""'---= 
A.LA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
ORRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 
ll:V A.NSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorJmD A. ve .. 
U.S. 460 Enst Opposite K-Mart. Offlc«! 4'7'1-
52'11. Dobby Wade, Min. 4'16-40G8. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIULES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills In maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or l. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent christian with wide range of experience 
with congr~ations (both with and without elden, and as an 
elder himSelf) has develoP.C!<f a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament churi:h order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeolv rooted In God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her orllan1zation, unity, and work. 

For more information Including resume write or caU Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-<4361. 

Revelation complete in 12 Cassette C90 in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' Copyright. Another albun 12-C 90's "Dangers 
FadniJ The Home and Church", $19.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepa1d. Glen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Claremore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 
WANTED: lnstrudor for the Southwest School of Preaching. 
Send resume to Director, 8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, Texas 
78745. Phone (512) 282-2486. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS T~H~R~U,__,R"""EV'""E:-:-l..,..AT::I'""O,..,..N~:-S="'t-ory- of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NV. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 
\' U )lA, AIUZ., OGl W. 28th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvanlal 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814~) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just o 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunda 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the Lord's Church 
where you worship. Speedy service, reasonable price. Send for 
information and free sample directory. Spangler Church 
Directory Printing Service, P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

Traveling thru Floridal Worship at Alachua Church of Christ, 2 
mi. east of 1-75, exit (441) between Lake City and Gainesville. 904-. 
462-3326. 

CHURCH Of CHRIST IN HOllYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004. Sunday: Classes 
10 AM Worship 11 AM, 6 PM. Ministers: Roben Blair and Dale 
Linge. Tel. (213) 463-6352. 

APPLICATIONSWANTEDATMEDINACHJLDREN'SHOMEFOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, REUEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OJHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FiliNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETIING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends),orwriteto 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED IN CENTRAL NEW HAMPSHIRE. We are a 
small conservative congregation in Laconia, New Hampshire. A 
dty of 30,000 souls surrounded by many towns and hamlets 
wllere there are no churches of Christ There is desperate need 
for preachers, teachers and a building to begin to evangeliz4! this 
area. Divorce problems are rampant here as they are elsewhere, 
and we believe the Lord still means what He said in Man. 19:9. 
We have already found this eliminates suppon from an 
unbelievably large segment of the brotherhood. Surely there 
must be congregations looking for a place to help bnng the 
gospel to a long neglected area, and who still believe what almost 
all of us did a few years back. We want to teach these people what 
they need to hear - not necessarily what they would like to hear. 
Won't you help usl Souls are waiting. Robert Monts, (603) 934-
3103 or Richard Heller (603) .179-5582. Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 
1116, Laconia, New Hampshire 03247. 

Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed -to provide quality manpower to clean and maintain a 
church building fadlity and grounds. A healthy semi-retired or 
retired individual is prefered. A competetive salary plus a 
comfonable house and utilities are part of the job package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualifacations, and a 
picture to: Elders, Northwest Church of Christ, 6355 38th Ave. 
No., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. 

MISSION MINDm CONGREGAnON NEEDBJ 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on S year old building, located on 
200'x300'1ot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

FOf more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, Al, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9841. 

Also. there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

Church of 90 in Whiteface, Texas (Pop. 500, 40 miles 
west of Lubbock, Texas, has an immediate opening for 
a full-time preacher. Three bedroom home and utilities 
furnished. Salary is negotiable. Submit inquiries or 
application and resume to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
212, Whiteface, TX 79379. Call 806 287-1373 or 287-1203 
or 287-1318. 
Sound, mature, gospel preacher desires to work with a 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice (817) 893-5852. 
NASHVILLE AREA STUDENT5-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall, 
please send name, address, and school to West End 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to acreeD udvertlalng, and will not 
knowingly toke queatlonable advertlaiDar. 
Out It Is the reader's responslbiJJQ' to ID
vestlgnte. . Like DDT other pnper, we aome
tlmea llllWittlngly run an unworth7 ad. 
A.a the old saying a-oes. before you lnveat, 
lnveatiJratel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evanselist. 
Bell view Preacher Training School, 4850Saufley Road, Pensacola. 
Florida 32506, full2 year program, V .A. approved, Phone 904-453· 
3426. Max R. Miller, Director 
I iust f'aduated with A.A., B.S. in Broadcasting. Seeking job at a 
Christ1an owned radio or T.V. station. Resume sent on request. 
James Grayran, Rt 1,_ Box 196, Silas, AL 36919. 

Bus wanted, 36-48 passenger. Prefer one with air. Must be in 
good sha~. Call314-785-2679 or 314-785-7767, Church of Christ, 
Poplar Bluff, MO. . 

EVANGELISTIC CHURCH seeks Biblically sound missionary to 
begin Aut. 1, 1984. Work with us 2years alon~side pulpit minister 
in all areas, then we will fullysuppon in a city 1n U.S. Must be able 
to work well with all age groups. Submit resume including recent 
family picture, experience, references, and sermon tape 
(optional), as soon as possible to Church of Christ, 1800Chestnut 
St., Cosllocton, OhiO 43812. can 1-614-622-5461 for more 
Information. 
Sound mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
imm;;diately to help your congregation grow. B.A. In Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.J. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURE ISLAND WEST, MEMPHIS, TN 38115. 
WANTED: Minister for small congregation located in central 
Texas. Above average building and !louse. Apply by resume only 
to Church of Christ, Box 544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-531-5227 
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So You'd Like to Know 
What's Really Been Happening! 

ONE OF THE STRANGEST phenomena of the past two decades is 
the great number of brethren - including many elders as well as 
preachers - who have buried their heads in the sand and refused 
to see the enormous changes that have been taking place doc
trinally in the brotherhood. Because such brethren have defaulted 
in their defense of the faith as it was once delivered unto the saints. 
those espousing false doctrines re: Modernism. Liberalism. Pente
costalism. Crossroadism. Evolutionary Creationism as well as on 
Divorce and Remarriage have had a field day. 

Practically the only running accou nt of names and events 
leading up to our present apostate condition has been carried 
on t he pages of CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH since it s be
ginn ing i n 1970. Such large numbers have discovered that 
BOUND VOLUMES of Contending for the Faith are absolutely 
indispensible for those wanting to know what really has been 
happening to " us" during this period that they already have 
cleaned out our entire stock of Bound Volumes I. II and Il l. 
However, we still can suppl y sets of Bound Volumes f rom 
Volume IV t hrough X III , covering 1973 through 1982. 

Not only is a set of these revealing volumes something that you 
yourself will treasure for the rest of your life. but you may wan t to 

give a set to each of your chi ldren. to faithful Christian friends, or 
even to your local church library. Certainly every Christian college 
or school of preaching should be given a set . 

For anyone ordering any single bound volume of Contending 
for the Faith separately, not as part of set, please send $ 6 .95 
(plus $ 1.00 for packaging and postage) with your order. 
When ordering Volumes IV through XIII, as a set, instead 
of $69 .50 (as it would be at the single-volume rate). please 
send only $55.60 (this is 20% off) together with S3 .00 for 
postage and packaging, fo r a total of $59.60. 

Only those who have purchased a set of Bound volumes are 
entitled to place a standing order for future bound volum es at a 
20% discount. (It is understood , of course, that you may cancel 
such standing order at any time.) 

Please Address All Orders To -

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
2956 Allshore 

Memphis, Tennessee 38 l18 



1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 
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The Bible Is Inerrant 
Jerry Moffin 

Some think there are errors in rhe Bible, beca use God o nly 
inspired the thought and gave ca re ro general principles. They 
have no scripture which says that, bur they assume there a rc 
minor errors in rhe Bible which have no solu tion, so o nl y rhe 
·~irt" of Goers message is inspired. 

Bur the evidence of the Bible dues nor support that contention. 
First, we have never seen a Bible difficu lty which was not solved. 
Second, the fac t is, God had ru pay attentio n ro derail, AND H E 
DID! 

jolm 10:34 

''}ewr anrwered them. lr it 110t written in your law. 
raid. ye are godr?" 

Jesus is showi ng that even in the law, the word "god" wns 
applied ro men. So they shouldn't condemn him fo r saying he was 
the Son of God. Bur his nrg umenr was nor only based o n the 
written word, bur on rpecific words. If the specifi c words could 
contain errors, his a rgument would fa ll fl ar. Al l the J ews would 
need ro do is question whether what he quoted was e rror o r nor. 
Nor on ly did they nor question the integrity of the Bible, ir seems 
to have never occur red ro Jesus rhar rhey cou ld. If rhe Bible was 
nor completely trustworthy, he could not make such arg uments 
on specific words from such obscu re portions of scripture. Bur 
the re a re even bette r a rgumenrs. 

j olm 8:58 

''}eJTH said unto them . Verily, l'eril)'· I .raJ' !IIIlO y ou. 
Before Abrabam ll'aS born, I am ... 

j esus he re uses "/ '"n .. ru show that he lived a r such a rime as ro 
be contempora ry with Abraham. In fact, rhe e xpression showed 
ercrni ry. This passage nor only is based on specific words, iris 
based on the present tense of rhe verb C I am"). It is an a rgume nr 
based on tense, a specific tense of a verb. J esus bel ieved that 
inspira tion extended, nor just to wo rds (l Cor . 2: 13 ), but ro the 
form of the words. Bur there is s till more. 

Matthew 22:31, 32 

B11t ar toucbing tbe remrrection of tbe dead. htn •e ye llOI 

read that which Wtlr rpoken unto you by God, saying, I 
r1111 the God of Abntha-m, and the God of Isaac, tmd the 
God of ]r1cob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
liz•ing. 

Here Jesus makes another astound ing argument, based 
minute ly o n the tense of a verb. If rhe form of rhe word meant"/ 
war" instead of " I tllll , "rhe a rgument would be in e rror. Bur j esus· 
argument resrs sole ly on ir bei ng p resent tense, ra ther than past 
tense. On this minute f orm of rhe word j esus rested, wirh 
complete certainty, rhe viral doctrine of rhe resurrectio n o f rhe 
dead. More though! 

Matthew 22:41-46 

This one is a lmost roo. good robe t rue. And ir reminds me rha tl 
surely wou ld hare ru debate Jesus. 

41 N ow while t be Pharisees were gathered together, ]e.rus 
asked them a tJitestio11, 41Stl)'ing, What thi1lk J'e of the 
Cbrist? Wh ore ro1l ir be? Tbey ray unto him, the Son of 
David. 4JHe raitb mlto them, Hou• then dotb David in 
tbe Spirit ,,,/l bim Lord, saying, 44Tbe Lo1·d said unto my 
Lord, Sit th ou on Ill)' right hand, Till ! put tbiue enemier 
tmdem eath thy feet? 4}/f Da vid tben callet/; him Lord, 
bow ir be hi.r son? 46And no o 1w zvar able to anrwer him a 
1/'0 I'd ... 

Jesus quo ted Psalm I LO: I. Why wou ld David call rhe Messiah 
hi s Lo rd if rhe Messiah was a me re ancestor? The answer left 
hanging, we know, is rhar the Messiah is David's God! Bur rhe 
question Jesus asked is an a rgument based on a very small 
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[ditorial -

Sin ~rieves ~od 
The narrative of Noah and the ark is one of the most familiar in the Bible. For 

centuries it has been used to teach some of the greatest faith building lessons to 
be found anywhere. 

Man in Noah's time was evil to such an extent " ... that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart were only evil continually"(Gen. 6:5). "But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord"( Gen. 6:8). God gave him construction instructions 
and the tremendous task of preaching and building began. Noah's preaching 
largely went unheeded. We carefully choose these words, for his family was 
saved with him. He wasn't the failure as a preacher of righteousness that some 
have suggested. Over 30 years ago an elderly brother corrected a young preacher 
on that very point. Standing by the water well out beside the meeting house he 
suggested to the zealous young man that if everyone did as well as Noah no one 
would be lost! So Noah preached and Noah built an ark. He did " ... all that God 
commanded him ... " (Gen. 7:22). When the final count was made he and the 
seven in his family were saved aboard the ark. 

As space permits let's note one of the principles contained in the story of 
Noah. 

The Sins of Man Grieve God 

We understand that man perverted the plan and purpose God had for him. 
"And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him 
at his heart"(Gen. 6:6). One cannot read the Genesis 6 account of the sinfulness 
of man without coming face to face with the fact that the nature of God is to hate 
sin. 

We sometimes pass lightly over sins as though they weren't all that important. 
That may be man's way, but it's not God's way. When God looked down upon 
the sinful earth it grieved him (Gen. 6:5, I 1-12). We shouldn't be surprised. When 
Adam and Eve sinned in Eden, Jehovah drove them out(Gen. 6:24). A lesson for 
all men for all time is thus learned. God will not abide where sin is nor will he 
allow sin to abide where he is. Isaiah said, "But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid hisfacefrom you, that he will 
not hear" (lsa. 59:2). 

Why does God turn his face away from sin? The answer is simple- God hates 
sin! David wrote, "For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: 
neither shall evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou 
hatest all works of iniquity" (Psa. 5:4-5). 

Jehovah hates sin, but with eqUill fervor he loves righteousness. The 
wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah grieved God to the extent that he 
determined to destroy them. But his love for the sinners (while hating their sins) 
caused him to agree with Abraham to spare the cities if ten righteous souls could 
be found (Gen. 18). The fire that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah is eternal 
testimony to the fact that sin grieves God. 

You may not like to hear sin exposed and perhaps you have heard it said that 
such preaching is judgmental, unloving and divisive. The truth is that when sin is 
exposed it is righteous judgment (when done according to scripture) and the very 
expression of love and concern for the spiritual welfare of the sinner. We expose 
sin because we love the sinner. 
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Our desire must be to be in the grace of God and not under 
the wrath of God. For this to be reality we must learn to hate sin 
as he hates sin. We must learn to love righteousness as he loves 
righteousness. Sin must be exposed and a deep burning desire 
to be as God-like as humanly possible must become our daily 
goal. 

When we walk in darkness it grieves God today just as it did 
in Noah's day. May we learn the lesson of his hatred for sin and 
strive daily to walk in the light so that we may enjoy his 
fellowship and the cleansing of the blood of his son (I J n. I :7). 

• 
THE ELDERSHIP- VITAL ROLE 

IN THE CHURCH!! 

"Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Spirit hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of 
God which he hath purchased with his 
own blood" (Acts 20:28). With these 
words the apostle Paul gave warning 
to the elders from Ephesus in regard to 
their responsibilities, and especially in 
view of coming apostasy (w. 29, 30). 
One of the urgently needed lessons of 
our day is that of the duties and 
responsibilities God has placed upon 
those who serve as elders. Indeed, for 
all the probfems facing the church of 
the Lord today, underlying many of 
these irritating things is the fact that 
those in the eldership have often been 
unfaithful to the charge God gave 
them, and thus these problems were 
not met and dealt with in their infancy. 
With a faithful eldership, many would
be problems are handled in their 
"bud" stage, and never do grow to 
maturity. Other problems arising are 
handled with dispatch when a 
congregation is blessed with men in 
the leadership who are loyal to the 
Book I 

THE CHURCH AND ELDERS 
GOD'S PLAN! 

The apostle tells us, in Ephesians 3, 
of the great plan of God to accomodate 
both Jew and Gentile in regard to 
salvation, and that this word is made 
known by the gospel (vv. 3-6). Down 
through the passage of time, tal ·ful 
children of God also see themselves 
under obligation to proclaim that same 
message, and Paul presents this as 
the duty to "make all men see" (v. 9).1n 
stressing these points, he also shows 
us that the church is under obligation 
to make all men aware of the manifold 
wisdom of God "according to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord" (v. 11 ). The 
church was in God's planning from 
FIRM FOUND A liON-SEPTEMBER 20, 1983 
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eternity, and one of the factors in that 
plan was organization, and the 
organization of the church on earth 
centers on the eldership. 

We note that in the very early work 
of Paul in his missionary endeavors, 
he ordained elders in every church 
(Acts 14:23). We've already seen that 
the apostle emphasized their 
responsibilities as overseers, and as 
those who are charged with feeding 
the church of God (Acts 20:28). The 
apostle Peter emphasizes the same in 
1 Peter 5:1-4, once more pointing to 
the duty of providing oversight, and 
more- the duty of being an example to 
the rest of the flock. In Hebrews 13:17, 
members are charged with submitting 
to the lead of faithful elders, and the 
work of elders is seen as having "rule" 
and being under obligation to 
"watch for souls." In this regard, 
mention is also made of the fact that 
the elders will be called upon by God 
for an accounting. 

Surely these verses are sufficient to 
let us know of the church in God's 
plan, and the fact that the eldership 
was also in God's plan, and STILL IS! 
There is no higher honor in the 
kingdom than this - to be asked to 
serve as a shepherd over the flock of 
God, and thus to stand in place under 
the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4). It is an 
awesome responsibility, heavy with 
duty, and it calls for the very best these 
men so appointed have to give. Sadly, 
very often the case is that men take the 
"title" and do not perform the duty. 
That which God designed to HELP the 
kingdom then can become a 
HINDRANCE. 

THE ELDERS AND THE WORD 

We read and hear much about 
preachers and their responsibilities 
regarding the word of God. These 
points are very appropriate to make 

when we discuss the work of 
preachers. But let us not forget that 
God has attached the eldership to the 
word also. In speaking of the men in 
the eldership, and of their work, Paul 
stated this: "Holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and convince the gainsayers" 
(Titus 1 :9). The work of the elders is an 
honorable work, but it is not an 
honorary work. We certainly fear for 
the well-being of any congregation 
wherein the elders see themselves 
simply as church businessmen, or 
only view their work as centering on 
the material and financial aspects of 
the congregation. A church is also in 
danger when those in the eldership 
simply do not know the word of God I 
How can they be on guard regarding 
error, when they do not know enough 
about the word to make the distinction 
between truth and error? We see from 
Titus 1 that the elders are not only to 
KNOW the word, but are to be skillful 
in making USE of it in two ways: in 
exhortation and in rebuke! Blessed is 
the congregation having elders so 
qualified I 

THE ELDERS- CONTROLLING THE 
TEACHERS AND THE TEACHING 

The points just made become all the 
more critical when we realize that 
those in the eldership have control of 
the pulpit stands, and the teachers' 
stands in the congregational 
classrooms. One enters the classroom 
as a teacher, or takes to the pulpit 
stand, because the elders have thus 
given their approval. One likewise is 
removed from any teaching or 
preaching duty through the same 
means- the elders speak in the matter. 
This is wonderful, and they are the 
objects of praise from the saints when 
the teachers and preachers are sound 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Eldership .... 
(Continued from Page 3) 

and faithful servants of God, and noted 
for their loyalty to his word. But the 
other side is true also; those in the 
eldership are the objects of much 
criticism, and it justified, when they 
allow unfaithful and unsound 
teachers and preachers to lead the 
saints of God astray. 

the pulpits, and apparently they intend 
to use unsound men, even though 
their errors are widely knownl And 
this is indeed very strange behavior 
from those who are charged with 
using the sound doctrine of God to 
convict the gainsayerl 

content in preaching, and we wonder 
why the elders don't see it, and if they 
do see it, why something is not done 
about it? Again, we see a trend toward 
little polite and admittedly moral 
lessons, but with some kind of 
sectarian appeal made to the audience 
rather than a making known of the 
plan of salvation, and we wonder why 
the elders do not see it, and if they see 
it, then why are they not alarmed and 
why are they not taking corrective 
steps? Yea, indeed we wonderl 

In these last several years, when the 
unfaithfulness of some preachers has 
been manifest throughout the 
brotherhood, and in such a public way 
they show that they no longer walk in 
the Old Paths that even our sectarian 
friends know that something is wrong 
with them, and we find them still being 
used in meetings and on lectureships, 
and we ask, "How can this be?" The 
answer remains that elders control 

As a drift away from gospel 
moorings begins to take place, and 
very often it is in very subtle fashion, 
we wonder why the elders are not 
among the first to see it? In our 
personal knowledge of some 
congregations, we have noted over the 
years the increased use of the 
unreliable "versions" of the Bible in 
the public readings and in both 
classrooms and pulpit, and we wonder 
if the elders do not see it, and if so, why 
is not something done about it? And 
we see a trend away from real Bible 

Brethren, the eldership is a most 
critical and' vital work in the church 
built by Jesus, and we need men in 
that work who are qualified and 
working I Bringing an end to liberalism 
in our time is hinged on our restoring 
the eldership to the place and work 
given it by Godl 

The Bible Is Inerrant 
(Continued from Page 1) 

pronoun - "my." It is italicized in the text above. The pronoun in 
Psalm 110:1 ("my") is a simple yodh! lt is not only one word, it is 
a single letter! But it is not only a single letter, it is the smallest 
Hebrew letter! It is merely attached to the word "Lord." 

Now there is no more important doctrine than the deity of 
Christ. Notice Jesus makes an important argument, and rests 
his whole case on the smallest Hebrew letter. Most of the Jews 
probably read Psalm 110:1 a hundred times and never suspected 
the truth contained there.lt is truly a rarefied argument. And how 
easy it would have been for them to question the integrity of the 
text, or to protest that words, much less small letters, were not 
reliable. Couldn't they argue back that only the thought of the 
scriptures was inspired, that you couldn't build a case on specific 
words? They never even murmured such things under their 
breath. 

What is more amazing, is the underlying assumption of Jesus. 
Jesus assumes here several things: 

1) That scripture is precisely reliable. 
2) That scripture is authoritative, the ultimate source to 

prove points and solve differences. 
3) That its histories are true. 
4) THAT EVEN THE TINIEST MOST REMOTE 

DETAIL IS CERTAIN AND SURE IN THE 
INSPIRED TEXT! 

Truly, God gave divine attention to detail. And he had to be 
consistent in this, making it true for ALL scripture, or it would be 
true of none. If parts of it were exact and parts were not, it is 
obvious that Jesus would have had to have made all these 
arguments differently. Never does he do so. His assumption is 
that the smallest details, in all scripture, even the remotest parts, 
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are perfect, conclusive, and final!!! No wonder Jesus argued, "The 
scripture cannot be broken" (Jn. 10:35). 

Galatians 3:16 

Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his 
seed, not as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which 
is Christ. 

Paul is just like Jesus when it comes to proof and their concept 
of the inerrancy of the scripture. Here Paul argues that the "seed" 
is not many people, but one person, the Christ. Here we again see 
that God gave such attention to detail, that Paul could make an 
argument on the number used on a noun -whether it is singular 
or plural! Had the Hebrew word for seen been plural, the 
argument would not be sound. Paul was under severe trials from 
the Jews, and the debates were hot and heavy. Those who debate 
know they never want to use an argument with a valid answer to 
it. What an easy answer: "Oh, the scriptures are not minutely 
inspired. You can't build a case on words, much less the form of 
words! You can't build a case on the singular/plural of a word!" 
But Paul has no fear of those type answers. The underlying 
assumption of Paul is that even tense, the dotting of the i, and 
crossing of thetis authoritative and reliable. Isn't that what we 
have clearly seen in all the above? 

Yes, I believe in the inerrancy of scripture, all the scripture, 
every nook and corner. When I see how confidently Jesus and Paul 
rested airtight arguments on wee, tiny forms of words in remote 
and obscure parts of scripture, I am roundly struck with the 
jarring presentment that every jot and tittle,every dotting of the i 
and crossing ef the t is unbelievably trustworthy. I love the Bible 
all the more because of it. 

8900 Manchaca Road, 
Austin, Texas 78745 • 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert Gough 

"PAUL'S FIRST CHARGE TO TIMOTHY" 

There was a good reason why Paul urged 
Timothy to remain in Ephesus. Paul had to 
leave Ephesus to go into Macedonia and 
left Timothy to protect the church that met 
in Ephesus. False reachers w~re creeping 
into the church and Timothy was to remain 
and be '4 good soldier of jesus Christ" (II 
Timothy 2:3). He was to "charge some" 
not to reach false doctrine. Timothy was 
mature and responsible and could aptly 
defend the truth. Paul left Ephesus in good 
hands. 

The false teachers probably were the 
Judaizers and they certainly were not 
reaching what the apostle Paul taught. Paul 
had dealt with these Judaizers before. The 
apostle Peter was rebuked by Paul because 
he was caught up in this false doctrine 
(Galatians 2: 14-16). These Judaizers 
insisted on keeping part of the Old Law 
when the Old Law had been fulfilled and 
taken away (Matthew 5: 17; Colossians 
2:14). They insisted that it was necessary 
for the Gentiles to be circumcised and to 
keep the law of Moses, at least in part, in 
order to be saved (Acts 15:1; Galatians 5:2; 
6:12, 13). But they were reaching a false 
doctrine since Christ died upon the cross of 
Calvary (Colossians 2:14). Paul 
successfully dealt a crushing blow to the 
Judaizers especially with the writing of 
Galatians. 

Now Timothy had been left with the 
responsibility to quell these false reachers. 
He was to "charge" or command them to 
"teach no other doctrine" (vs. 3). They 
were not to teach a doctrine contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ (II John 9). Timothy was 
net to allow them to "pervert the gospel of 
Christ." Paul had set the example for 
Timothy when he rebuked the Galatians 
for removing themselves from Christ's 
gospel (Galatians 1:6-9). Paul did not make 
an inept decision. Timothy could and 
would command the false teachers to stop 
their perverse teachings. The church at 
Ephesus needed the young preacher and 
Paul knew it. For this reason Paul urged 
Timothy to stay in Ephesus. 

Paul explicitly told Timothy what the 
false teachers were not to teach. They were 
not to teach "fables" (vs. 4). These fables 
were nothing more than imaginative 
stories or myths. These fables contained 
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not the truth but were of man-made origin. 
Timothy was not to "give heed" unto these 
foolish and vain stories. 

The false teachers were not to reach 
their "endless genealogies." The 
genealogies were important to the Jews. 
They recognized that through their nation 
the Messiah was to come. So, they kept 
detailed records of their family trees. They 
also kept these genealogies because of the 
tribal distinctions. Especially was the 
Levite tribe concerned about their 
genealogy for they were the tribe that God 
assigned to the priesthood. 

But these genealogies were insignificant 
and irrelevant. No longer were they 
needed. No longer is there a need for tribal 
distinctions because under the new law of 
Christ "there is neither jew nor Greek" 
(Galatians 3:28). They are no longer 
needed because the Messiah has come 
(John 4:25-26). 

The "fables and endless genealogies" 
will only "minister questions" (vs. 4), that 
is, they will cause problems. They will not 
build one in the faith because they are not 
of the faith. What the church at Ephesus 
needed was "godly edifying," and fables 
and genealogies would not suffice. 

The "end" or the goal of the 
commandment or "charge" is threefold. 
The goal is to achieve "charity (or love) out 
of a pure heart," to have "a good 
conscience," and to have a "faith 
unfeigned" (vs. 5 ). Love can only emit 
from a heart that is pure. A pure heart is 
nor hypocritical but is sincere. A good 
conscience (that is taught right) will "prick 
one i1-z the heart" and cause one to do right. 
However, if a conscience is "seared over" it 
will nor recognize error. A faith unfeigned 
is one that is genuine. There is no pretense 
in such a faith. Timothy was striving to 
achieve this noble goal in himself and in 
the false teachers. 

Some at Ephesus did not have the above 
goal in mind. They were not aiming at the 
noble goal. Paul said concerning them, 
"From which some having swerved turned 
aside unto vain jangling" (vs. 6). Vain 
jangling is fruitless discussion. It will not 
bring about any good and lasting effect for 
the soul of man. 

The persons who had "swerved" from 
truth and now were involved in vain 
jangling were desiring to be "teachers of 
the law" (vs. 7). To the mind of the Jew, 
being a teacher of the law was a prestigious 
occupation. But these lacked 
understanding. Paul said they "understand 
neither what they say, twr whereof they 
affirm" (vs. 7). They did nor understand 
the truth· concerning the covenants. They 
did not understand the new law and the 
taking away of the old (Hebrews 9). Paul 
pointed out by implication that they could 
not be reachers because they were ignorant 
of the truth. 

Herein lies many principles which are 
applicable to the church today. Man has not 
the right to change the word of God. Man 
cannot "think of men above that which is 
written" (I Corinthians 4:6). Man has not 
the right to "pervert" the gospel 
(Galatians · 1:6-9). Man must not "add 
unto" or "take away" from the word of God 
(Revelation 22: 18, 19). Man must not take 
liberty in allowing what God condemns 
and in condemning what God allows. Man 
cannot tamper with God's holy word by 
wresting or twisting the scriptures, for if 
man does it will be "unto their own 
destruction" (II Peter 3: 16). 

Another principle to be learned is man 
should not involve himself in empty 
discussions. Paul told Timothy later in the 
first epistle to Timothy to not be "doting 
about questions and strifes of words" (6:4). 
At the close of the first epistle Paul said, "0 
Timothy, keep that which is committed to 
thy trust, avoiding vain babbli1-zgs, and 
oppositions of science so called" (6:20). 

Man needs to understand the goal of 
living in Christ. All men need to possess 
"charity out of a pure heart, at-zd of a good 
conscience, and of a faitb unfeigt~ed." God 
will not accept hypocrites and unsound 
men. Man must strive to be people of 
integrity and sincerity. • 
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PREPARE THYSELF 

Paul instructed Timothy, "Study (give 
diligence) to show (present thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing (handling aright) the word of 
truth" '(II Tim. 2:15). 

The book (a library of 66 books) called 
the Bible, is the only true source of God's 
revelation to man, which came through 
Jesus the Christ and the inspired writers. 
One cannot preach Christ and him 
crueified unless he knows the truths as 
found in its pages. 

Giue Diligence To Acquire 
Correct Speech 

Not only should one study to learn the 
truths contained in the Bible, but he 
should study to know how to deliver the 
divine message in ~or·rect language, that 
others may understand. 

Language has been defined or 
described as a vehicle of thought. It is 
composed of words which may be used 
to express ideas. He who uses them and 
he who hears must both understand their 
meaning if the thought or information is 
conveyed from one individual to another. 
One should be well versed in his language 
and the correct use of it. 

My sister, Miss Clara Mae Ellis, taught 
grammar and English Literature in 
A. C. C. about 18 years. One day a young 
man told her he did not need that 
grammar for, said he, "I am going to 
preach in the sticks." How can the 
people in the "sticks" learn better 
language unless their teachers, including 
preachers, bring better language to 
them? 

Over 30 years ago I was called upon to 
write some of the books, and edit the 
manuscripts for a series of Bible studies, 
(The Gospel Treasure). Some of the 
authors of the MSS were using certain 
words over and over and I mentioned 
that it would be well to use some 
synonyms. It was said that other words 
(ones they were not using) were not in 
the children's vocabulary! Granted that 
we need to use the "common language" 
of the people, yet we have observed that 
even young children learn to use an 
expanded vocabulary provided teachers 
and parents use such. Compare the 
language of children of qualified school 
teachers and educated parents with that 
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Study the Bible 

of those children who have illiterate 
associates. 

Speakers and writers, including 
preachers, ought to learn to use correct 
language. One can learn to speak and 
write in terms which can be understood 
by all, and do so without using 
ecclesiastical words and terms 
understood only by specialized scholars. 

One should endeavor to avoid errors 
which are so often heard on TV, Radio, 
and from the pulpit and lectern. Such as: 
"For you and I". (The object of a 
preposition is in the accusative case). 
Numbers of preachers are heard to use 
that expression, but the Bible says for 
"You and me" and even the song says 
that Christ died for "You and me". 

People often say, "It's me", "It's her," 
"It's him". Of course the pronouns after 
the verb "is" should be I, she and he. 
Jesus said "It is I". 

An over-worked word is "got", 
especially when one says, "I've got..." 
Even a song writer wrote "I've got a 
mansion ... ". How much better to say, "I 
have a mansion ... ", "I have something for 
you", or "I received ... " instead of "I 
got..." 

Each time I pick up a Gospel paper, 
and often in a printed book, I see "split 
infinitives". This was mentioned in an 
elder's meeting and one elder asked, 
"What is a split infinitive?" An example is 
"to swiftly run", or "to loudly speak". The 
infinitive is "to run", "to speak", and the 
word in between splits the infinitive. How 
much better to say "to run swiftly", etc. 

Some preachers repeat certain words 
or phrases over and over, and that bores 
many persons even though the speaker 
is endeavoring to express Bible truth. His 
words and mannerisms detract from the 
message. 

It has been my privilege to have a part 
in the Mexican mission field for over a 
quarter of a century. In numerous letters 
from various preachers in different 
places I observe a great number of 
errors, in spelling, grammaticaJ 
structure, etc. These men with only a 
third or fourth grade education, were 
able to reach only the poor. Not only do 
the Bible schools and Institutes help 
those who desire to preach to learn the 

Bible truths, but a knowledge of the 
language enables them to reach more 
people. 

Giue Diligence to Understand 
People - Human Nature 

There are a number of human 
characteristics which need to be learned 
and observed by the preacher, writer, or 
any speaker. 

People are different and missionaries 
are acquainted with what is called 
"culture shock". Both study and time are 
required to understand how others think 
and act. 

Even in our country those who are 
born here and speak English, differ in 
many ways in various sections of the 
country. How many have said to another 
person, "You are from Boston, the 
South, Oklahoma, Texas, California, 
etc.," simply because of difference in 
language use and tonal expressions. 
Certain words or phrases are 
colloguialisms, or slang, and vary from 
·place to place. A preacher will do well to 
become acquainted with such. 

The study of human nature could well 
include some study of psychology. Jesus 
knew what was in man, because it was 
through Him that man was created, but 
we must study if we are to know. 

Therefore, let us study to know, not 
only the Book, but those to whom we 
endeavor to deliver the message. 
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IN LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 
Burton Coffman 

~~If Ye Forgive NOT. .. '' 

"If ye forgive not men their trespasses 
- etc. (Matthew 7: 15). 

Surely this has to be listed with the 
hard sayings of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Some in all generations have found this 
to be the most difficult Christian 
commandment. 

A sin against ME, alas, how shockingly 
personal that is! Some sins have 
consequences that go on for generations 
of time; some sins are so vile and 
insulting, so uncalled for, so treacherous, 
so despicable and hateful! How CAN I 
forgive sins like that? 

President Andrew Jackson struggled 
with this very problem. He was near to 
death with tuberculosis at the Hermitage 
near Nashville and fervently desired to 
become a Christian before he died. He 
sent for a preacher, and after the custom 
of the times, the preacher asked, .. Do you 
freely forgive all of your enemies?" 

Old Hickory responded, "'I freely 
forgive all of my political enemies." 
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.. You have not answered my question 
Sir," the minister replied, and repeated 
the question. 

The old warrior blushed with anger 
and shouted, ''All of my POLITICAL 
enemies I freely forgive; but those 
enemies who slandered me when I was 
upon the field of battle, and who 
dishonored and defamed the name of my 
precious Rachel, THOSE enemies, Sir, I 
hold to be in another category!" 

The preacher held his ground, and read 
from the New Testament the word of 
Christ who said, .. Except ye forgive, ye 
cannot be forgiven!" He closed the Bible, 
offered a prayer, and stood up to leave. 

The battle-scarred old President 
interrupted him, .. NO, don't go! Let me 
think awhile." 

In a few minutes, the tears began 
streaming down his sword-marked face. 
A sob shook his mighty frame, and his 
magnificent head covered with snowy 
white hair sank on his breast as he 
dropped to his knees ... 

.. OH GOD, I forgive, OH GOD, help 
me to forgive!" 

Nobody ever said it would be easy. 
Jesus never told us HOW to do it. 
However he set the example, showed the 
way, commanded us to follow in his 
steps. 

When we "think awhile" as old Andy 
Jackson did, most of us will DO IT! Even 
those who think they CAN'T will be 
thrilled and excited to find that they 
CAN, with the help of the Lord. To 
sacrifice eternal life for the doubtful 
privilege of hating another mortal is a 
bad bargain. Besides that, hatred never 
harms the one hated, but can corrode and 
destroy the life of the one who is doing the 
hating. 

.. FORGIVE, AND YE SHALL BE 
FORGIVEN" - That is the Law of 
Christ. No Christian has the right to set it 
aside. • 
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address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 
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REVIVAL 
I Kings 18 

INTRODUCTION: 

1. Starts with famine (v. 2, 4). 
2. Ends with refreshment (v. 45). 

I. Enemies of Revival. 
1. Compromisers (vs. 7-16). 
2. Corrupters (vs. 17-18). 
3. Complaicent (v. 21 ). 

II. Essentials of Revival. 
1. Separation (v. 30) "Come unto 

me" (II Cor. 6:17; Rev. 18:4). 
2. Solidarity (v. 31) (12 stones) 

Unity is strength whether it be 
good or bad. · 

3. Submission (v. 32) "In the name 
of the Lord." 

Ill. Effects of Revival. 
1. Some things restored (vs. 36-37). 
2. God is revered (v. 39). 
3. Some things removed (v. 40). 

CONCLUSION: 

1. Refreshment (v. 45). 
2. This is always the result when God 

is revered. 

THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 

For43 years of study, preaching, and teaching the word of God, 
I have regarded THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE as being the WORLD'S FINEST STUDY BIBLE. 

FOR MANY YEARS, IN TRAINING PREACHERS, I have 
required that my students possess and use this wonderful Bible, 
together with the special workbooks which have been prepared 
for this Bible. This is an unusually fine set of WORKBOOKS. I 
would like for YOU to have these excellent tools- the Bible, and 
the workbooks, as your very own, for your own self-correcting 
home Bible study course. 

The Dickson Analytical Bible sells for ............. $68.95, 
The Workbooks (a 4-volume set) sells for .......... $20.95, 

for a total of ................... $89.90. 

TENNESSEE RESIDENTS Add 6% SALES TAX. 
BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR CHECK WITH YOUH ORDER. 

Please print (or type) your name, your mailing address (including your 
zip code), and your telephone number. 

POSTAGE PAID AND DELIVERY GUARANTEED 

SEND BIBLE ORDERS TO: Roy Deaver, Rt. 10, Box 355, 
Cookeville, TN 38501. 

CHRISTIANS MUST DRESS MODESTLY 

Perhaps as significant as anything, 
we ought to be careful to always dress 
modestly because immodesty 
destroys purity; that is, it gives 
evidence that the one so dressed is 
not thinking purely, and it tempts 
others to have impure thoughts. A 
Christian ought never, never, NEVER 
do anything that would tempt 
someone to sin. The very idea is as 
antt-Christ as one can get. Lustful 
thoughts are wrong; Jesus plainly 
teaches this in Mt. 5:28. But whenever 
a woman acts or dresses in such a 
way as to cause a man to look at her 
and lust, then she shares in his sin. 
She is as guilty for provoking the evil 
thoughts as the man is for having 
them. And lest you think I'm just 
expressing my own opinion, let us 
read Luke 17:1-2, which teaches 
mutual responsibility for sin: "It is 
impossible but that offenses should 
come: but woe unto him through 
whom they come! It were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and be cast into the 
sea, than that he offend one of these 
little ones." In Mt. 13:41-42 Jesus says 
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that when He comes again He will 
gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend and cast them into the 
furnace of fire. We do have a 
responsibility to others not to tempt 
them or to lead them into sin. 

Now, of course, some men will have 
immoral thoughts even when a 
woman is dressed properly. But that 
is not her fault. She sins when she 
dresses in such a manner as to invite 
or promote evil thoughts. Ladies (and 
this applies to men as well, of course), 
when you dress so as to create a 
stumblingblock to righteousness, if 
you impede someone's road to pure 
thoughts and holy living, you sin. And 
when your attitude is, "Well, I'll dress 
how I want, when I want, and where I 
want, and if some perverted man 
thinks evil, that's his fault," then you 
do not belong in the kingdom of 
God's dear Son for that is about as 
selfish, uncaring, ungodly an attitude 
that one can imagine. Luke 17:1-2 
teaches that we do have the 
responsibility not to cause one to sin 
by our actions, and if we truly love the 

souls of men, then we will be willing to 
make some sacrifices and avoid 
doing anything that might cause 
another to sin. Indeed, the very word 
Paul uses in I Tim. 2:9, "shamefaced
ness", refers to the modest attitude 
that would prohibit immodest dress. 
You could not force a faithful 
Christian to dress immodestly! Much 
of this question deals with our 
emphasis in life. Are we concerned 
only with our own desires, or do we 
truly wish to be a servant of God and 
man, and lead others into God's 
kingdom? When we cause others to 
sin, we are not leading them to Christ, 
but away from Him. Let us never be 
guilty of that, regardless of the cost to 
ourselves. 

Now some may have worn 
immodest apparel with no intention 
of attracting the opposite sex and 
creating desire. They may reason, 
"\Nell, as long as my motives are pure, 
I can wear my short or tight clothing." 
But, beloved, we must realize that the 
effect on the opposite sex is the same, 
regardless of how pure our attitude 
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might be. Immodest apparel 
frequently - probably aways - will 
cause desire to spring up in the other 
gender - whether we intend for it to 
or not. No, we must not only protect 
our attitudes and motives, but we 
must try to help others be pure as 
well. That cannot be done when we 
are leading a bad example. In 
Proverbs 11:22, Solomon wrote, "As a 
ring of gold in a swine's snout, so is a 
fair woman that is without 
discretion." Ladies, any God-fearing 
Christian man will tell you that you 
cease to be really beautiful in the eyes 
of godly men when you dress 
immodestly and thereby betray a 
worldly and unspiritual heart. The 
author of this article is single, and I 
tell the truth when I say that it does 
not take long for me to lose any 
interest I might have had in a woman, 
if she continually is immodestly 
dressed. Women who are pure in 
heart will be modest in dress. 

Christians belong to Christ (Gal. 
2:20; I Cor. 6:19-20). We aren't here to 
please ourselves, but to please God 
and do His will (I Thess. 4:1; Jn. 6:38). 
Paul tells us that everything we do is 
to be done to the glory of God (I Cor. 
10:31). Ungodly clothing betrays an 
ungodly heart (Lk. 6:45) and 
produces ungodly results. A few 
years ago, professional law 
enforcement agencies from all 50 
states were asked, "Does the short 
skirt invite sex crime?" 61% 
responded, and of that number 92% 
said "yes". A Madison, Wisconsin 
judge a few years back recognized 
that it was "normal for impression
able juveniles to react violently" to 
some of the clothing worn by girls 
and women. Here seems to be 
another instance where the world can 
see sin and the church can't - our 
ladies continue to dress immodestly 
and balk at the idea that it is wrong. 
(Another instance is cigarettes. The 
surgeon general tells us on every 
pack that smoking is destructive, but 
brethren "can't see anything wrong 
with it".) Beloved, something is 
wrong when our ungodly, 
humanistic-standard world can 
recognize sin, but God's people 
cannot. Are we truly the humble 
servants of Christ we claim to be? In 
England, the home of the miniskirt, 
the first five years after its 
introduction crime against women 
increased 90%; in the United States 
over that period, the same crimes 
increased 68%. Solomon told us long 
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ago "the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing" (Eccl. 1 :8). Christians must 
dress modestly. We must adorn 
ourselves in modesty professing 
godliness rather than draw attention 
to ourselves. In this way we can 
glorify God as we ought and draw 
men to the beloved Savior. 

1320 S. Church St. 
Visalia, Ca. 93277 • 
WHO ARE WE? 

Melvin Elliott 

The church of Christ is composed 
of people who are the product of 
divine teaching. We have not decided 
what we like or don't like but are 
totally passive in this matter. We have 
simply submitted to the will of God 
and became Christians because of so 
doing. In a human sense, we have no 
creeds, ecclesiastical organization, 
or great men to whom we look to 
originate matters of faith. That which 
we believe is "the faith,"the Bible. It is 
not "our faith" because it was in no 
way devised by us. 

The Bible teaches our role is tq 
submit to the will of God as revealed 
on the pages of the New Testament. 
The Bible is the verbally inspired, 
inerrant and complete will of God 
(Jeremiah 1 :9; II Peter 1:16-21 ). 
Therefore, we are not the originators 
of the church of Christ nor any 
religious teaching, but a people who 
have submitted to God's word and in 
so doing have become Christians. 

One who has obeyed (?) Christ as 
taught by denominations has not 
obeyed the Christ of the New 
Testament. They teach a false savior 
by virture of the fact they are in 
complete error concerning the 
church, the kingdom and the 
relationship of it to Christ and 
salvation. When one has obeyed the 
false Christ of denominationalism, 
and later learns the truth about the 
one church that Jesus built, that 
doesn't automatically make him a 
Christian. Such a person still obeyed 
false teaching and did not have a full 
concept of the Biblical Savior and his 
body, the King and his Kingdom, 
reconciliation in one body and the 
faith without which one cannot 
please God. They have no concept of 
the "righteousness of God" (Romans 

10:1-3) revealed in the gospel as they, 
I ike the Jews, fail to properly 
understand both the shadows of the 
law and their fulfillment. (See: 
Ephesians 3:10-11 and 25; Galatians 
3:19-29; Romans 1:16-17; I 
Corinthians 12:13; Colossians 2:9-14; 
Hebrews 10:1-10, 25; 13:10-15; 
Hebrews 10:19-31 ). 

It is only when one knows the truth 
about the church of Christ that he can 
know the truth about Christ, the faith, 
the scheme of redemption, baptism, 
worship and service to God. Now 
when one learns this, he simply needs 
to submit to God's will and become a 
Christian. Transferring membership 
from a denomination to the church 
(which in reality can't be done) is not 
how one becomes a Christian. 

We believe the Bible to be the will of 
God, revealed to us as, " ... holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost" (II Peter 1:21 ). We 
believe it to be perfect and when one 
teaches it without change, then his 
teaching is perfect; therefore, we dare 
not make any change in its message 
(Matthew 18:6). However, as all men, 
we are subject to error alld often fall 
short of a perfect practice, yet we 
remain committed to God's perfect 
law. When one turns from this 
commitment, in either teaching or 
practice, he places his soul in 
jeopardy. 

It takes one, " .. .in honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep 
it..." (Luke 8:15) to obey the Lord. No 
one else will or can do so. If we teach 
less than the whole truth with regard 
to salvation and one obeys it, he'll be 
less than a Christian. We must teach 
all the truth. Good and honest hearts 
will hear and obey. We don't have to 
compromise and water down the 
scriptures to attract people. However, 
when we do compromise truth to 
attract the wayside, rootless and 
thorny ground heart, we have not 
saved them but we have deprived men 
of the means of salvation (Galatians 
1 :6-8). Yet, faithful preachers are 
accused of driving good people away. 
The truth is faithful teachers bring 
honest hearts to the Lord and are the 
only ones who do so. "No man can 
come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him:and I will raise 
him up at the last day. It is written in 
the prophets. And they shall be all 
taught of God. Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and hath learned of 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Who Are We? 
(Continued from Page 9) 

the Father, cometh unto me" (John 
6 :44-45 ). Paul sa id , "And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, wh ich is able 
to build you up and to give yo u an 
inheritance among all them whic h a re 
sanctified" (Acts 20:32). Let us 
determine from this day forward to 
fa ithfully proclaim the Word of God. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

HIDE 

• 

THE CHURCH 
Roger Jackson 

There are as many approaches to 
converting an a lien sinner to C hrist as 
there are teachers. It seems that this was 
what the Master had in mind when he 
said, "Therefore euery scribe which is 
instructed unto the kingdom of heauen is 
like unto a man that is an householder 
which bringeth forth out of his treasure 
things old and new" (Matthew 13:52). 
This is one of the reasons we have gospel 
meetings. It is good to have a man who 
will take a fresh approach to old truths. 
But it seems that with every good thing 
there also comes an abuse. Not every 
approach men are taking today is 
scriptural. As a result we seem to be 
getting a lot of the wood, hay and stubble 
Paul wrote about in I Corinthians 3:12,13. 

One cottage meeting film advocates 
that when we get ready to "close the 
sale" we should explain to the alien 
s inner what a good person he or she is 
and how much the Lord and his church 
needs what he has to offer. According to 
our teacher we should dwell upon the 
fact that this alien sinner has not 
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committed a number of atrocities and 
neither has he manifested any evidence 
of depravity. He has always been a good 
man who can say, "All these haue I kept 
from my youth up" (Matthew 19:20). 
With this kind of persuasion being used it 
is no wonder that we have so many 
unconverted sinners among God's 
people who expect ear-tick ling 
preachers to tone down and only preach 
the positive side. The eldership that 
allows this type of unbalanced preaching 
to take place is in for trouble. 

Alien sinners need to be taught that 
they need the Lord. It is good to meet 
good moral people, and we cannot be 
saved without being moral, but good 
moral people must come to the Lord 
(Matt. 11:20-28). He loves us and desires 
our salvation, but he has come this far 
without us and will continue without us if 
he must. He came to call sinners to 
repentance (Matt. 9:13), and if we have 
the right attitude it will be like that of Paul 
who said, " ... Christ came into the world 
to saue sinners; of whom I am chief" (I 
Tim. 1:15). Like the publican we must 
confess, "God be merficul to me a 
sinner" (Lk. 18: 13). While the Lord owes 
us nothing, we owe everything we are to 
him who died for us (Rom. 5:8). When 
men are taught truth they will be 
converted, a nd unless they are 
converted their sins cannot be blotted 
out (Acts 3:19). 

The most damaging approach taken in 
the last few years, and one that is still 
being advocated strongly, is that of 
hiding the church. No Bible, no religion 
and certainly no "church of Christ" must 
appear until the hook is set. After that 
there is not a lot into which one can sink 
his teeth. It has been suggested that we 
take the sign "church of Christ" off of our 
buildings ~nd make them a community 
church building. I know that the sign does 
not make the assembly right, but there is 
more. To many, the idea is that the sign 
represents a group of bigoted and self
righteous people who a re always fighting 
among themselves (as if nobody else ever 
did). If that is going on in a congregation, 
then taking down the sign certainly will 
not solve the problem. 

I know some brethren who would like 
to give this a try. However, knowing their 
tendencies I am sure they would carry it 
too far. They might want to move in a 
piano or organ because that has always 
tipped people off that we are the church 
of Christ (Eph. 5: 19). The preachers 
might want to call themselves "reverend" 
if only for a short time. They would never 
quote Acts 2:38 to answer any question. 

They would surely be careful never to 
mention such things as restoration, 
pa tterns or authority (Heb. 8:5). Actually 
all this would not be that hard to 
accomplish since a host of pulpit men 
already preach it about this way. 

There is no way to scripturally sneak 
people into the church by the side door 
and have them suddenly wake up therein 
not realizing what has happened to them. 
There is nothing in the Bible even 
remotely resembling the idea that we 
should hide the church. Isaiah did not 
hide it when he said it would be 
established in the top of the mountains 
(lsa. 2:2-4). We do not mean the building! 
Daniel did not hide it when he said it 
would stand forever (Dan. 2:44). Jesus 
did not tell us to hide it when he said the 
gates of hell would not prevail against its 
establishment (Matt. 16:18,19). Neither 
did Paul, Peter, James, Jude nor John 
seek to hide it. By inspiration they 
referred to it in such terms as the church 
of God, house of God, church of the 
Firstborn and even churches of Christ (I 
Cor. 1:2; I Tim. 3:15; Heb. 12:23; Rom. 
J 6: 16). There should not be a man big 
enough to scare a gospel preacher into 
hiding the church for which the Saviour 
died. I am not ashamed of it because 
Christ loved it and gave his life for it 
(Eph. 5:23-25). 

Whether I am preaching or engaged in 
a private Bible study I let those with 
whom I am studying know that I am going 
to try to make a New Testament 
Christian out of them by using the Bible 
and the Bible alone. I a lso teach them that 
obeying the gospel will not only make 
them Christians but also takes care of 
their church membership. The same 
process that makes them Christians also 
adds them to the church. (Acts 2:38-47). 

I am not advocating being either ugly 
or tactless. I know that a lot of people 
have been driven away from the church 
by being told we were the only ones going 
to heaven; even though it is true that only 
those who a re faithful members of the 
church you read about in the New 
Testament will be saved, that does not 
mean that we can fail to teach the truth 
about the Lord's church. 

There is only one church (Eph. 4:4-6), 
to which all obedient believers are added 
(Acts 2:47). It is essential to every soul's 
salvation (Eph. 5:23-25). May we hold 
forth the Lord's church as does the New 
Testament. May we never hide it from a 
world that is lost in sin. 

940 Old Wood Road 
Oxford, Alabama 3620~ • 
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MISSION NEWS 

CHRISTIANS SAFE IN SRI LANKA 

In recent weeks some disturbing things 
have taken place in the isla nd country of 
Sri Lanka. To understand this we must 
keep in mind that the Singalesc people 
there are in the majority and they claim to 
be the original inhabitants. The minority 
group, called Tamils, are descendants of 
the people who came down from Ind ia 
during the time of the British Empire to 
work in the tea p lantations. 

While these two groups generally dwell 
toge t he r in peace , occasionally 
something t riggers an explos ion that 
rocks the country. This can be brought on 
th rough economic, religious, political, or 
social problems. It can also be brought 
about by the Communist s who 
camouflage their subversive activities by 
fa nning communal prejudices to the 
point of eruption. 

What we have just seen in Sri Lanka 
has happened again and aga in. It is 
accompanied by the burning of houses 
and businesses, killings and lootings. The 

J . C. Choate 

Army is called o ut , there a re curfews, and 
a lot of innocent people have to suffer. 

Since the Christians in Sri Lanka are 
almost altogether Tamils then you can 
imagine how concerned we have been for 
their welfare. We tried numerous times to 
call Bro . Reggie Gna nasundaram to see 
how he and his family and other 
Christians were, but each time we were 
told that the circuits were busy or else th e 
phone a t their house would ring and ring 
but no one would answer. Coupled with 
this was the fact tha t we had had no letter 
from the brethren there for some three 
weeks. 

We were made so happy when we 
finally received a letter from Bro . Reggie 
saying tha t they were all right. It was 
written o n August 10 and stated that on 
two different occasions mobs had come 
to their house and the family had escaped 
over the back wa ll . A lthough they were 
safe, their house had been looted a nd 
damaged. He said that they are staying 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Admin istrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuiti on 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Em phasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curricu lum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons o f Any Race 
Curr icu lum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnl ormal ion • nd Catolog Wrile o r Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trai l, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: Bt?-282-3911 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
1 YEAR 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(36 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road; Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 
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with some friends near the airport. He 
a lso said that the other Christians are 
safe. 

On Wednesday evening, August 24 
(Thursday morning in Colombo), we 
fina lly got a call through to the 
Gnanas undaram family. We were told 
that things are still unsettled but they are 
trying to pick up the pieces and sta rt over. 

We thank God that these dear brethren 
are safe and we pray that life will soon be 
back to normal. Please pray for them and 
their work for the Lord in that troubled 
island country on the other side of the 
world. A lso, let us thank God daily tha t 
we live in a land of freedom and peace. 
May we be wise enough to use the 
blessings we enjoy to take the message of 
the Prince of peace to such p laces a s Sri 
Lanka so that one day they can also 
experience such freedom and peace. 

Route 2 , Box !56 
Winona, Mississippi 38967 

• 

DO YOU 
Want to Preach? 

l 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
m issionaries? 

Do you want an education that is 
thoroughly Bible -centered and 
academically excellent? 

M~g~~liii 
Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601 ) 289-2896 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm - "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-417 4 • IRA/ HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ in 
securing $11 ,541,500! Included are: 

Central 
Church of Christ 

Wichita. KS. 
$500,000 
Wimberly 

Church o f Christ 
Wimberly, TX 

$190,000 

Metropolitan 
Church of Christ 

Ft. Worth, TX. 
$100,000 

Southside 
Church of Christ 

Seattle. WA. 
$70,000 

14th Street 
Church of Christ 

West Memphis, AR. 
$100,000 

Hermitage 
Church of Christ 
Hermitage, TN. 

$325,000 

Franklin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heights 
Church of Christ Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids. MI. Mattapan, MASS. Houston. TX Winston-Salem, N.C. 
$225.000 $130,000 $1,350.000 $300,000 

Sycamore View Belmont Central Tempe 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis, TN. Pueblo. CO. Amarillo, TX. Tempe. AZ. 
$600.000 $206,000 $1,400,000 $112,500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta, AR. Phoenix. AZ. Houston. TX. Alvin , TX. 
$100,000 $915,000 $150,000 $57.000 

Southwest North Davis Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo, CO. Arlington, TX. Long Beach. CA. Centralia. MI. 
$350,000 $250,000 $45.500 $90.000 

lola Street Centrevil le Graham Street Cliff View 
Church of Christ Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver. CO. Centreville. IL. West Memphis. AR. Dallas. TX. 
$100,000 $350,000 $100,000 $270,000 

Church o f Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
in Grand Junction Church of Christ Church of Christ Church o f Christ 

Grand Junction, CO. Knoxvi lle, TN. A lbany, GA. McComb, MS. 
$360,000 $200,000 $625,000 $165.000 

Church o f Christ 
Forn ey. TX. 

$55,000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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PROFITABLE 
LABOUR 

"In all labour there is profit ... " 
( Prov. 14:23) 

Fran~ G. Starling 

The story says that a tramp was 
working his way about the neighborhood 
and he stopped at a certain door and he 
asked for a handout. ~Have you ever been 
offered work?" said the woman with a 
most penetrating gaze. "Only once, 
rna 'am," he replied. "Aside from that one 
time, I reckon I ain't been shown nuthin' 
but kindness!" Now, even as we smile, 
let's remember ... to encourage anyone to 
shun honest work is not kindness. 

The famous businessman, R. G. 
LeTourneau, once was asked, "When 
shout~ .a child start to work?" He gave the 
surpnsmg answer, "I would say about the 
age of 3! Now, don't misunderstand. I'm 
not in favour of the sweatshop or child 
labour of another day that deprives a 
youngster of an education or the pleasure 
of carefree hours ... nor do I approve of 
anything that breaks down his health or 
stunts his proper development. But there 
is at least one thing for certain: if one does 
not learn to work as a child, he will never 
do much when he grows up! I probably 
sawed as much wood as a boy and 
shoveled as much sand at the foundry in 
my early teens as the next fellow, and it 
never hurt me. In fact, I don't know what 
it means to lose a day through sickness. I 
think that almost without exception the 
ones who get things done are those who 
learned to work as children!" 

Within the circle of God's family there 
are far too many who have never learned 
the value of the work ethic. Something in 
all of this can no doubt be attributed to 
the prevalent attitude in our society today 
of countless men and women who seem to 
say, "I'll not take that job you're offering 
because I can collect more in the welfare 
line for not working." It is a distasteful 
idea to contemplate - that some of 
God's own have a mistaken notion of 
success as soul-winners WITHOUT THE 
WORK, profitable programs 
WITHOUT THE PLANNING, effective 
followers WITHOUT EFFECTIVE 
LEADERS. Such just cannot be. 

Christians are to be workers for the 
Lord (I Cor. 15:58)! And as near as I can 
fin~ out, there is no mandatory 
retuement age or even a voluntary one. It 
surely is not an unkindness to invite YOU 
as a Christian to participate in one or 
more of the many good works available 
to you! 

500 Palm Beach Road 
Stuart, Florida 33494 
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We have completed moving the FIRM FOUNDATION offices 
and warehouse. In the near future the Showalter Family will 
sell the old building and it will probably be torn down. 

We covet and appreciate your understanding during this 
transition period. 

Our new phone lines are now in operation. You may place 
orders by using our national wats line 1-800-874-1804,oryou 
may call 1-904-433-4262. 

All correspondence should continue to be mailed to the 
same address: 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 610 
Austin, Texas 78767 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

. ·----~ .... _..-

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and tompletely revised for 1983, this edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 

.: ~ -

representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $10.00 

Add 15% postage and handling- Texas residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P.O. BOX 610 AUSTIN, TX 78767 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

DedUctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Bill Minick, CLU 

POB #24246 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817/496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congregtltiona 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekinir preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Miaaions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (803) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

t:;outhslde Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE--241 Center St., V.F.W: Hall. 
Sunday cll188e8, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA. Y AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubUn Road 

Pleasanton, California 84G66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUCHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREA'-:-::c'"'"H,.,.IN,_.,C- courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., lubbock, TX 79411. 
A.LA.SKA.- ANCHORAGE CHUROH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaaka. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 344-5719. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., 2205 E. MorJmD A. ve., 
U.S. 400 East Opposite K-Mart. Office 4"-
52'Tl. Robby Wade. MID. 4'16-40S&. 
RELICIOUS BOOKS BOUCHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texaa 79604. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacatior 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (505) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially Independent christian with wide range of ex~rlence 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himself) has develoP.ed a ministry to aid In the restoration 
of New Testament churCh order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeolv rooted In Ciod's word are brought to bear upon the local 
consresation and her orpn•zation, unity, and work. 

For more Information Including resume write or caD Charles 
Ciraham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) J6~4361. 
Revelation complete in 12 Cassette C90 in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' Copyright. Another albun 12-C 90's "Dangers 
Fadn~ The Home and Church", 519.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepa1d. Clen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Clillemore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 
WANTED: Instructor for the Southwest School of Pre.achlng. 
Send resume to Director, 8900 Milnch.ac.a Rd., Austin, Tex.as 
78745. Phone (512) 282-2486. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS T:,H;:;:R~U~R"=E,....,.VE==LA~TI""O,....,.N'""":---=-st-o-ry of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 
Y U!UA, AIUZ., O:il W. ~8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Church of Christ In laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvania? 
Then worship with the Huntingdon church of Christ 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Smithfield Township) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 
ASSISTANCE NEEDED IN CENTRAL NEW HAMPSHIRE. We are a 
small conservative congregation in Laconia, New Hampshire. A 
dty of 30,000 souls surrounded by many towns and hamlets 
wllere there are no churches of Christ. There is desperate need 
for preachers, teachers and a building to begin to evangelize this 
area. Divorce problems are rampant here as they are elsewhere, 
and we believe the Lord still means what He said in Matt. 19:9. 
We have already found this eliminates support from an 
unbelievably large segment of the brotherhood. Surely there 
must be congregations looking for a place to help brmg the 
gospel to a long neglected area, and who still believe what almost 
all of us did a few years back. We want to teach these people what 
they need to hear- not necessarily what they would like to hear. 
Won't you help usl Souls are waiting. Robert Monts, (603) 934-
3103 or Richard Heller (603) 279-5582. Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 
1116, Laconia, New Hampshire 03247. 
Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed- to provide quality manpower to clean and maintain a 
church building fadlity and grounds. A healthy semi-retired or 
retired individual is prefered. A competetive salary plus a 
comfortable house and utilities ille part of the job package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualifications, and a 
picture to: Elders, Northwest Church of Christ, 6355 38tn Ave. 
No., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. 

MISSION MINDED CONCREGAnON NHDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300' lot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, Al, 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. for more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large corton~ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

WASHINGTON, D.C. .area - 20 minutes from our nation's 
capital, Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, 
Virginia 22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 9n-4147, Mark N. Hicks, 
Evangelist. 
FULL TIME MINISTER WANTED congregation of 150. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
Christ, 207 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560or call Phi II Rampey, 
318-367-2820. 
Song Leaders and Song Wrlten,lend me your ear. S. Cosgrove, 
1607 McDonald, Midland, TX 79703. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENT5-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall1 please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Firm Fo111ldatloD 
trlea to •creea advertt•ma:. and will not 
kDowiDgly take que•tloDable adverti•ID.r. 
Out It Is the reader's responldbiUtT to ID• 
vestlgate. Like aD)" other paper, we aome
tlmes DnwlttiDgly ran an unworthr ad. 
As the old SDTIDir a-oes, before you IDve•t. 
IDve•tla-ater 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00.A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola. 
Florida 32506, tull2 year program, V .A. approved, Phone904-453-
3426, Max R. Miller, Director 
rjust sraduated with A.A., B.S. In Bro.adcasting. Seeking job .at a 
Christian owned radio or T.V. station. Resume sent on request. 
lames Grayran, RL 1, Box 196, Silas, AL 36919. 

Bus wanted, 36-48 passenger. Prefer one with air. Must be in 
good shape. Call 314-785-2679 or 314-785-7767, Church of Christ, 
Poplar Bluff, MO. 

EVANGELISTIC CHURCH seeks Biblically sound missionary to 
begin Aut. 1, 1984. Work with us 2 years alongside pulpit minister 
in all areas, then we will fully support in a city in U.S. Must be able 
to work well with all age groups. Submit resume including recent 
family picture, experience, references, and sermon tape 
(optional), as soon as possible to Church of Christ, 1800 Chestnut 
St., Coshocton, Oh1o 43812. Call 1-614-622-5461 for more 
information. 
Sound, mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
immediately to help your congregation grow. B.A. in Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.T. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURE ISLAND WEST, MEMPHIS, TN 38115. 
WANTED: Minister for small congregation located in central 
Texas. Above average building and house. Apply by resume only 
to Church of Christ, Box 544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate- S11.00per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
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Few scholars of any religion have completed 
such a work as this during this century. 

The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by James Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in exposito ry writing . .. setting a standard in New Testament comm entaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for sermon preparation. classroom teaching. or personal study. W ritten 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid , these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

WE NOW HAVE REVELATION BACK IN STOCK. 
ORDER NOW!! 1-800-874-1804 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
fohn 
Acts 
Romans 
I &. II Corinthians 

..-----ABOUT THE AUTHOR - -------. 

James Burton Coffman is noted for his gifted 
ministry, his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
writings are rhe invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout the United States. Mission
aries are currently using these commentaries 
all over the world. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Galatians- Colossians 
I &. II Thessalonians-

Philemon 
Hebrews 
James- Jude 
Revelation 
( I 2 volume set) 

lishittg ~OUSt 
SINCE 1884 

Send your order to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P.O. Box 6 10. Austin, Texas 78767 

Individual volumes $10.95 
12 volume set $125.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. Texas 
residen ts add 5% sales lax. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE-CALL NOW National - 1-800-531-5227 Texas - 1-800-252-91 03 



1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, September 27, 1983 No. 39 

SUCCESSFUL CHRISTIANITY 
Johnny Ramsey 

The first century church was so ardent in irs 
evangelistic fervor rhar rhe good news of heave n's love 
was sounded fo rth everywhere (R omans 10: l8; 
Colossians 1:23). The success story o f New Testament 
Christianity never loses irs appeal ro rhe loya l child of 
God. But, unless members of the Lo rd 's fami ly to d ay 
recaprure the zea l of the ea rly sa ints, we shall nor see 
the tremendous results of the apostolic era . Someone 
has well ~id: 

"You must save anothe-r's so1tl 
If yott would sctve yam· own, 
Tbe door of bectven is cLosed 
To him who comes alone." 

Indeed , he who lives ro h imse lf and d ies ro himself
ro himself and no ne beside - lives as thoug h Christ 
never lived, as though he never died! 

By far the most effective sou l winning "technique" 
is the da ily consecratio n of since re Chri sti ans. It is 
impossible ro argue with a demo nst ra tion. Many ca n 
be won ro rhe way of holiness through rhe impac t of a 
godly life. We could cause our neighbors ro be much 
more impressed with our message if they constantly 
would see Chri st in our actions . Do our closest 
observers recognize that we have "been with ]ent.r" 
(Acrs 4:13; Ga latians 2:20)? Remember : 

"We cannot be channels of blessings 
If 0 1(1" lives are not free from sin,· 
We wiLL bctrrier.r be and a bindrcmce 
T o those we are trying to win." 

Purity of li fe was o ne of the mos t outstand ing 
attributes of the New Tes tament church . Believ ing 
arde ntly that rhe Redeeme r wou ld sus ta in them even 

unto rhe end of the world (Matthew 28:20), they we nt 
everywhere spreading His powerful gospel. Since the 
only remedy fo r sin is the good news of rhe Cross, we 
must go forth wi th a burning enthusiasm tha t never 
wanes. 

Today, with all the means o f communication ar our 
d isposa l we should cover the wo rld with rhe 
knowledge of Truth even as the wate rs cover rhe sea. 
With such fabulous modes o f travel we ough t robe able 
to surpass the slow s hips a nd dusty roads Paul and 
Silas used 1900 years ago. H owever, we must confess 
in shame that more and mo re peop le in chis Twentieth 
Century a re go ing ro their graves los t in sin. To rhose 
of us who a re conversant with the demands of the 
Bible, this causes deep concern. Why have we not won 
the world for o ur blessed Lord ? Basically the only 
answer can be a lack of love for God and for our 
fe llow man. Ye t, Jesus taught us concerning the 
em inent place that such love must occupy in the 
thinking of His devotees (Matthew 22:37-39). 

D aniel W ebster , o ne o f America's greatest 
statesmen, once made these pertinent remarks: 

"If we w rite on marble it will perish; if on 
bnu s, time will efface it . If we ·rear temples 
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OBEDIENCE IS NOT NEGATIVE 
God's purpose for man is unchanging. To fear him and keep his 

commandments is the whole duty of man (Ecc. 12: 13). The history of 
God's dealings with man is a history of his instructions and efforts to get 
man to follow his commandments and thus be blessed because of his 
obedience. 

Noah is a case in point. When Jehovah warned of the worldwide 
destruction some may have scoffed but Noah, " ... being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith" (He b. II :7). God spoke - Noah 
believed, therefore he did exactly what God said. It was that simple- it 
still is! The inspired historian wrote, "Thus did Noah; according to all 
that God commanded him, so did he"(Gen. 6:22). For example, when 
God said, "Make thee an ark of gopher wood" Noah didn't have the 
slightest inclination to substitute a wood that he thought would be 
superior. He used gopher wood. Further, God said make the ark "300 
cubits"long. Noah did not assume there was a communication problem 
and instead make the ark 200 cubits in length. He did exactly as God said. 
Obedient faith understands that God's instructions cannot be improved 
upon. Saul, king of Israel, thought he had a modification improvement 
plan of the Amalekite destruction, but his changes cost him the kingdom; 
for God's rule is, " ... to obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken than 
the fat of rams" (I Sam. 15:22) . 

"OBEDIENT FAITH UNDERSTANDS THAT 
GOD'S INSTRUCTIONS CANNOT BE 

IMPROVED UPON." 

At some point in life every person must be totally convinced that if he is 
to please God it must be on HIS terms. That means doing WHAT he 
wants, the WAY he wants it done. Noah, like people today, could have 
argued that ONE WOOD IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER, but he knew 
better than that. When God said "gopher wood" there was not another 
wood in all the world that could have been suitable. In short, that is what 
obedience means. 

GOD REWARDS THOSE WHO OBEY HIM 

Souls are purified by " ... obeying the truth ... " (I Pet. I :22). Jesus is 
" ... the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;"(Heb. 
5:9). You can search the Bible from "lid to lid" and you will not find a 
single spiritual blessing for the disobedient. The promises of God are 
predicated on obedience. Jesus taught this lesson when he asked, "And 
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?(Lk. 6:46 ). 

Like the faith of Noah, God seeks in man a faith that obeys. In 
Hebrews 11:6 we read, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Thus, when Noah was 
preaching and building the ark, he was seeking God. When A braham left 
his homeland and journeyed into a far country, he was seeking God. And, 
when he went to offer his son as a sacrifice on that lonely, distant 
mountain, he was seeking God with every ounce of fiber that he 
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possessed. The same is true of Moses leading the children 
of Isreal out of Egypt; of Elijah on Mount Carmel; of the 
three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace; of Daniel in 
the lion's den; of John before Herod; and of a host of 
others who literally gave their lives to obey God. In Acts 
17:27 Paul stressed that God was concerned "That they 
should seek the Lord if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him ... " When men do God's will they are seeking 
him. When they refuse to obey God they are not seeking 
him and they will not be blessed (Matt. 7:13-14, 21-24 ). In 
all of God's dealings with man one lasting lesson that 

must be learned is that HE REWARDS THOSE WHO 
DO WHAT HE SAYS. and HE WILL PU~ISH 
THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY (Heb. 5:9: II Thcss. 1:7-
9). God loves us and wants us to be obedient (J n. 3: l6). 
He is " ... longsujlering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, butt hat all should co111e to repentance"( II 
Pet. 3:9). But one day that patience will run out just as it 
has in times past and his wrath will be revealed against all 
"ungodliness and unrighteousness of rnen ..... (Rom. 
1:18). May we be a people who MAJOR IN THE BOOK 
and who make it our business to OBEY God. • 

--------------------------------------------~~------

A MODEL CHURCH 
Here was a uery conseruatiue church ... yet uery dynamic and aggressive! 

Oh! how we love a super-excellent 
example! The reason: Deeds are 
more impressive than words. 

Paul commanded Timothy, "Be 
thou an example" (I Tim. 4: 12). While 
the context concerns youth, it is a 
Christian principle obligatory on all 
Christians ... even congregations. 

When I think of an exemplary 
congregation, of the hundreds I have 
known there is one that especially 
stands out, one that was so 
apostolic ... so evangelistic and soul-
winning ... so missionary ... so sound in 
the faith ... so defensive of the truth ... 
so unselfish in starting other 
congregations ... so aggressive ... in 
short so imbibed with what I believe 
to be the true spirit of Christianity. 

It was the Polytechnic church in 
Fort Worth during the twenty-two 
years Leroy Brownlow preached 
for it. The accomplishments stagger 
the imagination and leave us 
wondering what we can do to fire us 
up and increase our own works ... real 
church works. 

No, it was not that the 
congregation had always grown. 
Prior to Brownlow's going there in 
1943, it had increased only eleven 
members in ten years. 

No, the mighty works performed 
FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 27,1983 

Noble Patterson 

were not due to their location. The 
building was on a dead-end street in a 
neighborhood not very attractive or 
affluent. 

No, it was not due to a large staff. 
They had only one preacher, one 
secretary and one custodian. In 
addition to doing the pulpit work, 
Leroy Brownlow was the chairman of 
the Sunday morning Bible classes 
and most of the time conducted the 
youth training programs, edited the 
church paper, directed the personal 
work and personally did much house 
to house, one on one teaching. 

Back to the pulpit work ... at the 
request of the elders, Brownlow 
preached in 40% of all the meetings, 
which averaged almost one every 
year. None lasted less than eight 
days; most of them went fifteen. The 
results: The one in which he 
preached averaged thirty-nine 
additions to the congregation per 
meeting and most of them baptisms. 

And what about the youth 
program? Many of them became 
preachers, including Andrew 
Connally, Doyle Gilliam, Bob Gilliam, 
Edwin Bills, Webb Fry, Haun Kite, 
Randy Mcintosh, Richard Clark and 
Paul Brownlow. At one time five 
who grew up at Polytechnic were 
serving as missionaries in A/rica. 
Yes, it is evident their youth program 

worked. 

Concerning the Bible school, it was 
most effective in converting people, 
developing Christians and in molding 
a great church. They never used any 
one Bible study series exclusively. 
Instead, they picked from different 
publishers their courses and tailor
made what they deemed best for the 
students and the church. They 
believed that the courses should 
make the students strong and active 
members of the church, lovers of 
truth, and should prepare them to 
meet the issues o( life. Accordingly, 
they never let the students get 
through high school without having 
the six months study of WHY I AM 
A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST and the six months 
study of SOME "DO'S" AND 
"DON'T" FOR THE CHRISTIAN. 
No wonder so many became 
preachers and effective workers. 
Brownlow taught the auditorium 
class for several years which had an 
attendance that ran from 300 to 400. 
He believed many non-members 
would attend a big class in an 
auditorium who would not attend a 
small class in a little room, for many 
fear getting in a tight place. This class 
was the means of reaching many of 
the lost. 

The week-day Ladies' Bible Class 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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A Model Church 
(Continued from Page 3) 

was a success without parallel. This 
class on Tuesday morning taught by 
the secretary, Lottie Beth Hobbs, 
had an attendance from 150 to 200 
each week. It was a powerful force in 
teaching many aliens and in 
strengthening all to be better workers 
for the Lord. 

And what about their mission 
work? It was real mission work, not 
just a local church work at home 
called mission work. They fully 
supported, without help from others, 
several preachers in various mission 
fields, supporting each missionary 
nearly as much as they did their own 
local preacher. Also, they built or 
bought church buildings in those 
areas, some were in large cities like 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Milwaukee, 
etc. Their missionaries, Harvy 
Childress and Guy Southern, 
pioneered the work in Minnesota. 

This church on a dead-end street 
with a minimum staff became at one 
time the third or fourth largest 
church of Christ in the world, and 
perhaps could have become the 
largest if it had chosen to do so rather 
than swarm. It chose to establish 
other congregations in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. It gave 
200 members, two elders, sixteen 
teachers and assistant teachers to 
start the Meadowbrook congrega
tion. The remarkable thing is the very 
next year Polytechnic had a higher 
average attendance than the year 
before. It gave 200 members to start 
Eastland Street and helped to start 
Vickery Boulevard all over again after 
the former group moved to Mitchell 
Boulevard. It assisted in establishing 
the Flamingo Road and Linewood 
congregations. Also, they bought and 
paid for the prime location and set 
aside $160,000 to start the 
Brentwood church. 

Polytechnic was a congregation 
that was free of the selfish 
competitive spirit, but rather was 
interested in the growth of all 
congregations and in the Lord's work 
everywhere. This is further evident in 
that it took the lead in running the 
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directory ad in the Fort Worth Star
Telegram of all the congregations, 
whether they paid or not. They 
believed it wise to advertise our 
strength and numbers. Furthermore, 
it was a gesture of helpfulness to give 
the smallest churches as much 
publicity as the largest ones. 
Consequently, Polytechnic withdrew 
its own weekly, private ad. Their 
unselfishness and strong commit
ment to help all congregations was 
truly a great Christian ex~mple. 

This church was also a model in the 
defense of the gospel (Phil. 1: 17). 
When Dr. J. Frank Norris, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Forth 
Worth which had the largest Sunday 
School in the world, began to daily 
broadcast on radio a challenge for the 
Churches of Christ to send forth a 
man to meet him in debate, it was 
Leroy Brownlow and Polytechnic 
that took the lead in accepting his 
challenge and in silencing him on the 
matter. They chose Foy E. Wallace 
Jr. to meet him, and Dr. Norris 
refused to come through. Nobody 
questioned the soundness of this 
church. When the anti-cooperation 
mpvement hit Fort Worth, Brownlow 
and Polytechnic stood firmly on the 
ground we had occupied for years -
cooperation. Most of the preachers 
were at first influenced by it. 

You are right, it was very 
conservative. Yet, it was very 
aggressive. 

For instance it was: 

1. The first church in the area to 
have off-street parking. 

2. The first church west of the 
Mississippi River to have a mail-out 
bulletin or paper. 

3. The first church in the Fort 
Worth area to have a full-time 
secretary. 

4. The first church of Christ in the 
world to be on television. 

5. So far as I know, the first church 
to have bussing. In 1944 they rented 
a bus with its driver from the Fort 
Worth Transit System and ran it for 
about six weeks and gave it up 
because the people did not want to 
ride it. They were ahead of the times. 

6.1t was the first church to have air
conditioning. Brownlow stated that 
some of the preachers really nailed 
his hide to the barn door on this 
one ... a waste of money, they said. 
But he took the position that if you 
could heat the air to make it 
comfortable, you could also cool it to 
make it comfortable. Later the critics 
accepted his logic. 

7. The first church west of the 
Mississippi River to have the same 
preacher for as long as twenty-two 
years. 

Another noteworthy thing: the 
elders believed that they should, at 
both services on the Lord's day, fill 
the pulpit with the strongest man 
possible; consequently, in effecting 
this view they would bring men from a 
distance to preach when brother 
Brownlow was absent. 

Truly, the Polytechnic church was 
legend in its own time. 
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Successful Christianity 
(Continued fro In Page 1) 

tbey will crtnnble into d;ut. Bttt if u:e U'ork 
ttpon innnortal ntinds and ilnbtte tbent u·itb 
the just fear of God and love for tbeir fellow
rnan, we will write upon tbo.re tablet.r 
sornething that u:i/1 h.rigbten for all eternity." 

What a joyous, yet solemn task it is to labor on 
behalf of tnan's eternal spiritual welfare. If 
benevolent, charitable societies are dee1ned important 
to alleviating physical suffering, how much more 
valuable is the endeavor expended in leading men to 
the fountain of redemption from sin! In Daniel 12:3 
the prophet informs us that those who ''turn 1nany to 

• righteousness" shall be as the stars which brightly 
shine forever and ever. 

One of the truly enchanting statements in the Old 
Testament was made by King Saul after David had 
spared his life. In I Samuel 26:21 we read words that 
ought to make an impression upon us today: 

"My soul wa.r preciotts in thine eyes this day." 

Did you know that there is someone you could bring 
to the Master if you really cared enough? Souls are 

perishing in the anguish of sin while we waste 
precious titne and talent on lesser things. We can ··.r,,n· 
a .rottlfroiJl deatb and bide a multit11de of sins" (jan1cs 
5:20) if we will go out after the ones who have strayed 
far from the fold of God. It is significant that the 
Shepherd in the parable of the lost sheep searched 
until the lost sheep was found. Perhaps, all too often 
we give up too quickly. Many rnembers of the church 
are too easily discouraged by the Devil. Obstades 
never pose too great a barrier if we sincerely care for 
the lost ones. 

Often Christians ask what they can do to lead ochers 
to the Lord. A simple answer would be this: BE LIKE 
JESUS! 

He went about doing good (Acts 10:38). You can 
help others in many practical ways. Get involved with 
the needs and problems of neighbors. Show 
compassion (Matthew 9:36), sympathy (Romans 
12:15 ), and helpfulness (Gal. 6: 10 ). The most 
miserable person in the world is the person who has 
never been someone's Good Samaritan! 

Box 235 
Rowlett, Texas 75088 • 

''THE CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST SALUTE YOU'' 

Throughout the world are 
congregations of Christians who have 
obeyed the commands which our 
Blessed Lord said for sinners to obey 
to be saved. These Christians meet for 
worship and are organized into local 
congregations. They are neither 
Catholic nor Protestant. They belong 
to no denomination. They have no 
central government nor earthly 
headquarters. Each congregation is 
independent taking the New 
Testament as its sole and only 
authority in religion. The members 
insist that if we believe the same 
things the early Christians did and do 
the same things they did, it will make 
us the same thing. Paul was a member 
of no denomination, yet he was a 
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George W. DeHoff 

Christian and a member of the Lord's 
church. 

"The Word of God is the seed 
of the Kingdom." 

The church of Christ was 
established on Pentecost day, A.D. 
33, as we read in Acts 2. Every saved 
person was added to the church (Acts 
2:47). The church is composed of all 
Christians on earth. The members of 
the church were called ··christians" 
(Acts II :26). The Lord gave this name 
(Isaiah 62:2). Human names afe 
condemned (I Corinthians 1:12-13; 
Acts 4: 12). 

••The Word of God is the seed of the 

Kingdom" (Luke 8: II). This seed 
produced Christians when first 
planted. If we plant the same seed 
today, we will reap the same product. 
The life is in the seed. If there was not 
a Christian on earth today, you might 
become one by believing, repenting, 
confessing your faith in Christ and 
being baptized. If there was not a 
church of Christ on earth we might 
start one by obeying the gospel the 
apostles preached. Paul went to 
Corinth and preached the gospel. 
••Many of the Corinthians hearing, 
believed, and were baptized" (Acts 
18:8). Paul Ia ter addressed them as 
the ••church of God" and ~·the body of 
Christ" (I Corinthians 1 :2; 12:27). 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Churches Of Christ Salute 
You (Continued from Page 5) Brown Trail School of Preaching 

EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 
Nineteen centuries have passed 

since the beginning of the church but 
we still have the same truth. We have 
today the same church unchanged in 
name, doctrine, organization, /Dith 
and practice. We dare not use any 
creed except the New Testament (II 
John 9). We must not add to our 
worship any doctrine or command
ment of man (Matthew 15:29). Our 
plea is for unity - not during a so
called union meeting - but for all 
time on the platform given in God's 
word (Ephesians 4:4-6). We plead no 
merit of our own - only the merit of 
Christ's shed blood and of his holy 
word. The New Testament is the 
Word of God. It is inspired of God 
and is superior to any human 
confession of faith (II Timothy 3:16-
17). Will you not join with us in 
standing on the solid rock of God's 
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Biblical ·Studies 
M. W. Kiser 

"THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL" 

(I Timothy 1:8-11) 

Years after the establishment of the church in the 
city of Jerusalem, it became necessary for the apostles 
and the elders to come together and deal with the 
matter of whether Gentile converts were required to 
keep the law in order to be saved (Acts 15 ). Seventeen 
years later the church was being troubled by teachers 
who had turned from the gospel and were making 
unlawful applications of the law. Paul said they did not 
know what they were saying (I Timothy 1:7). 

Many of the false, but popular churches of our day 
have come into existence and remain popular through 
ignorance and misuse of the Old Testament. Some of 
the practices that religious leaders appeal to in the Old 
Testament in order to establish "their authority" are: 
burning of incence, polygamy, abstaining from meats, 
an earthly priesthood, spiritualism, premillennialism, 
infant church membership, mechanical instrumental 
music, salvation without baptism, and sabbath 
keeping. We still need to stress "study" that men may 
know how to nright/y divide the word of truth" (II 
Timothy 2:15). People do not know and understand 
the great difference between the "law and the gospel." 
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The text under consideration will help answer four 
vital questions. 

WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL HAVE TO SAY 
ABOUT THE LAW? What does the New Testament 
say about the Old Testament? Paul said that his 
remarks about the law were "according" to the gospel 
which he had received by inspiration as a "trust" from 
God (Vs. 11; Cf. Galatians 1:6-12). The New 
Testament answers the following questions regarding 
the two covenants. ( 1) What were the covenants called 
respectively? They were called "the law" Qohn 1:17; 
Hebrews 9:1) and "the gospel" (Mark 16:15; II 
Corinthians 3:6). (2) Through whom were the 
covenants given? They were given through Moses 
(John 1:17; 7:29) and through Christ (Hebrews 8:6; 
12:24). (3) What became of the law? It was taken our 
of the way (Colossians 2: 14; Hebrews 8: 13; 10:9). ( 4) 
With whom was the first law made? It was made for 
the Jews (Hebrews 8:9). (5) Why was a new covenant 
made? The first was faulty (Hebrews 8:7, 8), 
unprofitable (Hebrews 7: 18), weak and could not give 
life (Galatians 3:21). The second was promised 
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(Hebrews 8:8), has better promises (Hebrews 8:6), 
and better in all respects (Hebrews 7:22). It is more 
glorious (II Corinthians 3:6-11) and is eternal 
(Hebrews 13:20). (6) To whom was the second given? 
It was given to all nations (Matthew 28: 18-20). 

FOR WHAT PURPOSE WAS THE LAW 
GIVEN? There is a negative and a positive reason 
stated in the text. "The Jaw is not made fora righteous 
man ... " (Vs. 9). To say that a Christian, one justified by 
faith in the Lord Jesus, must keep the law in order to 
develop his spiritual life is an unlawful use of the law. 
It is a perversion of the nature and purpose of the law 
(yes, even the ten commandments). Today, no one is 
under the law (including the ten commandments);Jew 
or Gentile; saved or unsaved! Paul then tells us for 
whom the law was made. 

I Timothy 1:9, 10 follows the same type of order of 
the ten commandments (Cf. Exodus 20:1-17). That 
law stood against all sinners who would array 
themselves against God (commandments one through 
four) and against all sinners who would array 
themselves against their fellow man (commandments 
five through ten). 

Two observations need to be made. ( 1) The seventh 
commandment "thou shalt not commit adultery," Paul 
saw standing against all forms of fornication and 
homosexuality (vs. 10). (2) The eighth 
commandment, "thou shalt not steel," Paul saw 
standing against the slave dealers (vs. 10). If it is 
wrong to buy, steal, and deal in stolen property, how 
could it have ever been right to buy, steal, and deal in 
stolen persons? 

"Wherefore serveth the law? It was ·added because 
of transgression till the seed should co1ne to wbonz tbe 
promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in 
the hand of a mediator" (Galatians 3: 19). The law, 
including the ten commandments, was given by God 
to Israel as a means of opening her eyes to sin and its 
consequences till the Messiah should come as the grace 
and truth of God personified. The Messiah would 
come in fulfillment of the wonderful promise God 
made to father Abraham (Cf. Romans 7:4-25). 

DOES THE GOSPEL CONTRADICT THE 
LAW? The Seventh Day Adventists try to imply that 
since we teach we are no longer under the ten 
commandments that it is permissible to engage in 
immoral conduct. In this they are begging the question 
to cover up for their unlawful use of the law! The same 
God who gave the ten commandments (which 
constituted sound doctrine, vs. 10) is the same God 
who gave the glorious _gospel. Both stand against 
FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 27, 1983 

impiety and immorality. God did not condone impiety 
and immorality before the law was given (see the cases 
of the flood and Sodom and Gomorrah), neither did he 
condone impiety and immorality of the Gentile 
nations during the Mosaic dispensation (see the cases 
of the Canaanites and Babylon). God does not condone 
impiety and immorality today! The Holy Spirit's work 
in this age is to "convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment," (John 16:7-13) and 
whenever the sword of the Spirit is used, men are 
made to reason of "righteousness, temperance, and the 
judgment to come" (Acts 24:25 ). "For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching tts that denying ungodliness and worldly lust, 
we should live soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world" (Titus 2:11, 12). Both laws deal with 
the same principles of piety and morality; therefore, 
there is no contradiction. 

WHO IS AMENABLE TO GOD'S HOLY 
PRINCIPLES? A study of the characters under 
consideration in verse nine reveals that God intended 
the law even for those who had no intention of 
obeying it. The fact that some would be scoffers, 
opposers, and unbound by any authority did not stop 
God from giving them a law. To have a "hypothetical 
heathen" somewhere in the world practicing impiety 
and immorality with immunity is absurd (Acts 17:30, 
31; II Thessalonians 1:7 -9). 
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IN THE LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 

THE INDWELLING OF CHRISTIANS 
James Burton Coffman 

"Let the wurd of Christ d well in you richly; in all 
wisdom reaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts unto God" ... (Coloss ia ns 3: 16). 

This is one of the great Three Sixteens of the ew 
Testament. T he first cla use is a reference to the "Word of 
Christ" as dwelling in Christians; and it is one of eight 
references in the New Testament to that di vine indwe lling 
presence in the heart of every Christian. Note that: 

GOD IS I C H RISTIA S 
C HRISTI A S A RE IN GOD 

(I J ohn 4: 11- 16) 
C HRIST IS IN CHRISTI ANS 

C HRISTIA NS ARE IN C HRI ST 
(Ga l. 3:27; Eph. 3: 17) 

THE SP IRIT DWELLS IN C HRISTIA NS 
CHRI ST IA S ARE IN THE SP IR IT 

(Rom. 8: II ; Gal. 5:16, 25 AV) 
THE MIND OF C HRIST IS IN C HRI ST IANS 

THE WORD O F C HRIST DWELLS IN CHRISTIANS 
(Colossia ns 3: I 6) 

All of these a re descriptions of O NE condition, i.e., t he 
saved condition, a nd there is not the slight est difference 
indicated by a ny of these. To allow the wo rd of Christ to 

dwell in the heart is t he same as having the Holy Spirit: 
a nd so for eve ry o ther express ion in the lis t. Knowledge 
of this treme ndo us tr uth is necessary. 

The reve lation conta ined in these sc riptures wil l 
remove the vulga r Voodooism that attac hes to curre nt 
conceptions of being "guided by the Spi rit of God. " T he 
person whose hea rt is ric hl y instructed in the sacred 
Word , being obedient in all thi ngs, is wa lki ng "in the 
Spirit ," a nd God's S pi rit truly dwells in him. 

If it is objected tha t the S pirit is a Living Person (and so 
He is). then let it be remembered also tha t the Word of 
God is "Living and Acrive " ( Hebrews 4:12f). T his verse 
(o ur text) is pa ral lel with Ephesia ns 5:1 9 , 20, only there 
the singing, etc., is described as being the conseq uence 
of "being filled with the Spirit ·:· but " Here it a ll comes 
from the 'Word of Christ ' in the soul." (See Alfred Barry 
in ELLICOTT'S BIBLE COMMENTARY, Vo l. II. p. 
Ill ). T hus, exactly the same thing a tt ri buted in 
Ephesians to the ind we lling S pir it is here a ttributed to the 
ind welling Word. Simi la r para llels ex ist thro ughout the 
whole list of eight prov ing tha t these a re not designations 
of eight diffe rent conditi ons, but eight designations of 
0 E condition, na mely t ha t of the saved, or redeemed 
"in Christ. " • 

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? (NO.2) 

Reader fri ends, what do yo u 
consider to be the greatest question of 
the ages. It would ha ve to be a 
quest ion that considers both God a nd 
man, that focuses attention upon 
both this life and the one that is yet to 
be and the one tha t carries the 
greatest a nd widest of benefits to 

mank ind. Would yo u not agree tha t 
these wo uld have to be the essent ia l 
ingredients compos ing the world 's 
greatest question? The questi on we 
are studying in this short series for 
FIRM FO UNDAT ION surely mee ts 
marvellously all the expected a nd 
proposed demands for the greatest 
question of the ages. That quest ion is, 
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Robert R. Taylor. J r. 

"What must I do to be saved'?" It 
conce rns both God a nd ma n. It 
touches the issues of both this life a nd 
the one tha t is yet to be. It carries o n 
its beautiful bosom the grea test of 
benefit s to hu manity and the highes t 
of honors tha t we can afford our 
Heavenly Maker a nd Benevo lent 
Crea tor. In the previous stud y we set 
forth the fo ur times this question 
occurs in Acts (2:37; 9:6; 22: 10: 
16:30). These fo ur came from three 
convers ion acco unt s. S upplied a lso 
we re some of the background of each 
occasio n where it was set fo rth. T he 
current stud y wi ll add to our 
investiga ti on by suppl ying the answer 

that was give n to the q uery each time 
it was asked . We should be interested 
in the q uestion as it was asked a nd the 
questi on as Insp ira tion a nswered it. 
The last three a rt icles will discuss the 
q uesti on as it was illust rated in the 
human actions of imp licit obed ie nce. 
I believe this wi ll give a we ll ro unded 
view of t his intensely important 
query. 

THE A NSWER TO THE 
PEN TECOSTJA NS 

In Acts 2:37 the pric ked peo ple 
who hea rd Peter's a mazing se rmon 
d elive red o n t ha t Pentecosta l 
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morning in Jerusalem cried out in 
anguish of spirit and with a tortured 
soul, "Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?" Just what answer did Peter 
give them? Before noting what he told 
them to do it is of interest to observe 
what he did not tell them to do. He 
did not tell them to do nothing 
because it was already done for them. 
He did not tell them to pray through 
for salvation and seek the Lord's 
sending upon them a direct operation 
of the Holy Spirit to regenerate them 
to the place where they could obey. 
He did not tell them just to possess 
faith alone and that would be 
sufficient. What did Peter say? 
Remember, reader friends, that he 
spoke by the Inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. Peter commanded, "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost (Spirit
ASV). "He did not tell them to repent 
only; he did not tell them to be 
baptized only. He joined these two 
ordinances - repentance and 
baptism - together by the 
employment of the coordinating 
conjunction AND. Both repentance 
and baptism were to be performed in 
the name of Jesus Christ. That meant 
that both commandments were to be 
done by the authority of Christ. Both 
were prospective in purpose. They 
were NOT to repent BECAUSE their 
sins had already been forgiven but 
with a view that they would be 
forgiven when they repented and were 
immersed. They were not to be 
baptized BECAUSt: their sins had 
already been remitted but with a view 
to their being remitted when both acts 
were faithfully performed. Both 
commandments look forward to the 
attainment of the remission of their 
sins. 

THE ANSWER TO SAUL 

The strickened Saul of Tarsus next 
asked this question in Acts 9:6 with a 
parallel in Acts 22: I 0. He was told by 
the Lord of glory who had appeared 
to him to "Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do'' (Acts 9:6). The man does 
not live who can point out anything 
that Ananias told the penitent Saul to 
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do except what is contained in Acts 
22:16. That powerful passage in its 
remarkable clarity reads, "And now 
why tarriest thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name oft he Lord. "The 
Lord Jesus told trembling Saul it 
would be told him in the city what he 
MUST DO. Whatever he was told to 
do was a MUST. But he was told to be 
baptized. Hence, to be baptized is a 
MUST of the gospel. Many feel Saul 
was pardoned when Jesus appeared 
to him amidst his travels on the 
Damascus Road. NOT SO!! If Saul 
were saved on the Damascus Road, 
he did not know it; Ananias did not 
know it; Jesus Christ did not know it; 
and Luke, when he penned Acts, did 
not know it. Saul was yet in his sins 
when Ananias came to him. This 
would not have been the case had he 
been saved the very moment Jesus 
appeared to him on the Syrian Road. 

THE ANSWER TO THE JAILOR 

In Acts 16:30 the jailor asked the 
very query we are using as title for this 
series, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" Paul answered, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and 1 hy house "(Acts 16:31 ) . 
Reader friends, this is exactly where 
most preachers will place a great big 
period of finality. They will then 
assure their audience that faith only is 
the only stipulation for salvation. But 
they leave the prison scene too soon 
who so conclude. They should stick 
around for verse 32 which says, "And 
they spake unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his 
house. "This pagan and his household 
had to be taught what it means to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They were not in the know on that 
point even. They should not vacate 
the premises before verse 33 occurs 
which says, "And he took the1n the 
s01ne hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes,· and was baptized, he 
and all his, straighnvay. "They should 
stay long enough to observe the 
rejoicing AFTER the initial 
obedience to the gospel has occurred. 
Verse 34 states, "And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house. " 

Those who leave at the end of verse 31 
leave before the sermon is preached. 
repentance is exhibited and their 
baptism occurs. They just get into too 
much of a hurry to leave!! 

HARMONY AMONG THESE 
ACCOUNTS 

The following question might have 
occurred to you in this study: Why 
was the jailor commanded to believe, 
the people on Pentecost charged to 
repent and be baptized whereas Saul 
of Tarsus was only commanded to be 
baptized? Each answer was given with 
a consideration in mind of where the 
person was spiritually when the 
question was asked and answered. 
We can easily illustrate it. Suppose it 
is 800 miles from your home to the 
place where you plan to travel 
tomorrow. You travel 200 miles and 
inquire how far you are from your 
destination. You are informed it is 
600 miles. You travel another four 
hours and inquire again. This time 
you are told it is 400 miles to your 
destination. You drive another four 
hours and inquire once more. This 
time the answer is 200 miles. Each 
answer has been different and yet 
each answer has been entirely 
accurate'! Why'? Because you were at 
different locations when the question 
was asked three times. The jailor was 
told to believe because he was still an 
unbeliever in the gospel and the 
Christ thereof. Then came the 
hearing, believing, repenting, 
confessing and his immersion. People 
at Pentecost already believed. That is 
exhibited in the fact that they had 
already heard about the Messiah and 
believed to the extent that they were 
pricked in their hearts and cried out in 
regard to what they should do. They 
needed to repent and be baptized for 
prized pardon to be their possession. 
Saul was already a believer when 
Ananias went to him. He was already 
a penitent person. He had already 
confessed Jesus as his Lord in Acts 
9:6 and 22: I 0. Hence, what he needed 
to do was to be baptized in order that 
his sins might be washed away. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

9 (661] 



MIGHTILY GREW THE WORD OF 
THE LORD AND PREVAILED 

Acts 19:20 

Andrew Connally 

PROPOSITION: Christians must propagate the faith 
and when they do the word will grow mightily and 
prevail. 

OBJECTIVE: To motivate our people to become soul 
winners for Jesus. 

INTRODUCTION: Seven inspired summaries of the 
gospel's growth are recorded by Luke (Acts 5:14; 6:7; 
9:31; 11 :24; 12:24; '16:5; 19:20). I know no better 
description of what occurred in "first generation 
Christianity" than these verses provide. 

J. B. Phillips calls his translation of Acts, 'The 
Young Church In Action. Among other things, PhiiiJps 
says in the preface to his work: "Consequently it is a 
matter of sober historical fact that never before has 
any small body of ordinary people so moved the world 
that their enemies could say with tears of rage in 
their eyeS, that these men have turned the world 
upside down" (pp. 11-12). Acts is the book that 
reveals what men do when Jesus becomes their Lord 
and lays claim on their lives. 

To really understand the great commission, one 
must read and reread the Acts of the apostles. In 
these throbbing, moving, exciting pages of early 
church history is the most provocative commentary 
and inspired interpretation ever written on the Great 
Commission. We must do all we can to win lost souls 
for Christ. We need to move from planning to 
performance. This lesson can put those long deferred 
and neglected plans into actionl 

I. FIRST, LET'S GET THEIR MESSAGE 
STRAIGHT. 

1. Peter's sermon on Pentecost, Acts 2 presents the 
first complete presentation of the gospel under 
which we live today. 
(1) Peter shows God is at work in men's lives (vs. 

2:16-21 ). 
(2) Peter spoke of the actual and specific sins of 

his audience (2:22, 36). 
(3) He then offered the only way to God's forgive

ness (2:36-38). 
2. Throughout Acts, as men are taught, the same 

facts are evident. 
(1) Jesus Christ was and is the revelation of God 

to that age and this age. 
(2) Jesus was presented as a greater power than 

physical deformity (Acts 3:16; 4:1 0). 
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(3) Christ's resurrection assures His authority 
over all men (2:32-36; 16:30-31 ). 

(4) Jesus Christ is man's only hope (Acts 4:12). 
(5) Honest men who wanted this Christ were told 

what they could and must do to change their 
situation. Their questions were answered in 
clear, unmistakable language (Acts 2:37-38; 
Acts 16:30-34). 

(6) These men emphatically stated this was it 
(Jude 3; Gal. 1 :6-9). No changes were allowed. 

II. SECONDLY, LET'S GET THEIR 
ATTITUDES STRAIGHT. 
The early church was possessed of no "magic" that 

made men listen, but their attitudes and efforts 
compelled men to want to listen. 
1 . They were fervently praying people (Acts 1 : 14; 

1 :24; 2:42; 4:24; 12:5). 
2. They obeyed God with abandon. Their values were 

arranged along God's scale (Acts 5:28-29). They 
knew what was important and what was not. 

3. They were completely selfless (Acts 14: 15) and 
gave God the honor as the supplier and author of 
their evangelistic success (Acts 14:27; 15:4). 

4. They were totally comm ited; they held nothing 
back (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32; 11 :28-29). 

5. They were spirit filled (Acts 2:38; 5:32) and there
fore, sensed God's presence and power in all that 
they did. 

6. They were blantly bold; because of their message 
and lives (Acts 4:2; 4: 13). 

7. They were joyously joyful (Acts 2:46; 5:40-42). 
Regardless of what they suffered they never 
developed the "martyr's complex." 

The world is once again waiting for such an 
attitude and effort. They can be won - are we 
willing? 

Ill. THIRDLY, LET'S REMEMBER THEIR 
METHODS. 

1. They had a compulsion to tell the story (Acts 4:18-
20; 8:1 -4; 11 :1 8). They had to spread the good 
news I 

2. Their testimony and life were balanced (Acts 2:47; 
4:13; 21; 5:13, 33; 19:17). 

3. They had a united mind and ministry (Acts 2:44; 
4:23-32; Acts 6:1-6; 15:36-41 ). Regardless of 
outside conditions, the task faced or personal 
differences, their work for the Lord came first! 

4. They committed themselves to specific areas and 
peoples for prolonged periods of time (cf. Acts 
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11 :26; 13:1-3; 13:11; 19:1 0). Gentiles, Jews, 
Romans, and Greeks were penetrated in strategic 
areas of influence. 

2. The real significant phrases employed by Luke to 
designate growth are "word of the Lord" and "the 
word of God." Both occur a total of 10 times in 
Acts. 

IV. FOURTHLY, LET'S REMEMBER THEIR 
RESULTS. CONCLUSION: 

1. God abundantly blessed their labors! 
(1) "Thousands" were "added" (Acts 2:41; 4:4). 
(2) "Multitudes" were "multiplied" (Acts 5: 14; 

6:1; 6:7; 9:31 ). 
(3) "Much people" (Acts 11 :26). 
(4) "Many disciples" (Acts 14:21 ). 
(5) "Daily" increases (Acts 16:5). 

Our lives must be shaped, molded and inspired by the 
"Acts" of the early church. Their message, attitudes 
and methods will produce fantastic results in our 
lives and the lives of those we influence. Will you join 
with us to see how mightily can grow the word and 
prevail as we work together? 

"SO SOON 
REMOVED .... 

FROM GRACE" 
Gary Colley 

There should be no subject closer 
to the heart of the Christian than the 
grace of God! It is that by which we 
are saved and sustained but only 
when our faith is coupled with it 
(Eph. 2:8-10). 

GRA CE ... IN VAIN 

Paul makes it clear that we may 
receive the grace of God in vain (ll 
Cor. 6:1 ). This means that the 
conditions of grace must be met or it 
is empty and worthless in so far as the 
disobedient one is concerned.~~ But by 
the grace of God I am what I am: and 
his grace which was bestowed upon 
me was not in vain,· but I labored 
more abundantly then they all; yet 
not I, but the grace of God which was 
with me" (I Cor. 15: 1 0). Of the 
Galatians he stated. "I marvel that ye 
are so soon removed from him that 
called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: Which is not 
another; but ·there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-7). The 
Galatian brethren enjoyed "the grace 
of Christ" from the time they became 
and because they became the children 
of God. They became the children of 
God when "by faith in Christ Jesus" 
they were"baptized into Christ"(Gal. 
3:26-27). Since Paul, the inspired 
writer, records the means by which 
the Galatians came into the _grace of 
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Christ and it agrees with every other 
record of New Testament conversion, 
we conclude that all come into the 
grace of God in the same manner. The 
grace of God or the grace of Christ is 
the unmerited favor extended to man 
through the gospel. The gospel is the 
favor, love and mercy of Deity 
toward hopelessly lost men. It has 
been made to appear to all men 
teaching us the one and only way of 
redemption (Tit. 2:ll-12; Jude 3). It 
should be so precious to each one 
receiving that grace that nothing 
should "separate us from the love of 
Christ" (Rom. 8:35). We should not 
mistake the grace of Christ and God 
with some dreamy feeling or ecstasy, 
but rather see it as ~~the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus" that 
makes us free (Rom. 8: 1-2). 

WE CAN FALL FROM 
GRACE 

If no other proof were suggested by 
the scriptures, the book of Galatians 
is conclusive evidence that Christians 
can fall from grace and be eternally 
lost. The brethren at Galatia were "so 
soon moved" from God and his grace 
in Christ (Gal. 1 :6-7). In the third 
chapter they were called '"foolish" for 
allowing teachers to bewitch them 
'"that ye should not obey the truth." 
The fifth chapter shows their attempt 
to be justified by obedience to the old 
law and Paul sternly says, "ye are 
fallen from grace" (5:4). Since we 
come into ••the grace of God" by 
obeying the gospel, we fall from the 
grace of God by disobeying the 
gospel. 

• 
ACCESS BY FAITH INTO 

GRACE 

That which supports grace is of 
much weight and strength! Paul also 
writes to the Roman brethren, "By 
whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 5:2). Since faith is the means of 
access into grace, and faith comes by 
hearing the word of God (Rom. 
10: 17), then God's word is the strong 
foundation under grace. The word of 
God stands under our faith and our 
faith stands under our hope! "Now 
faith is the substance (stand under) of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen" (Heb. 11: l ). 

Some talk about grace as if it had 
nothing to do with God's word. Some 
refer to "umbrellas" to cover a lack of 
repentance and obedience. Others 
speak of grace as something people 
"get" and not something one receives 
when he meets the conditions of grace 
as revealed in God's word. Indeed if 
any are saved it will be by the grace of 
God (Eph. 2:5, 8). However, some 
misuse this passage to teach that if 
one is a Christian, he can die in sin and 
yet be saved. If one sin can be retained 
without repentance and one go to 
Heaven, can he sin multitudes of 
times and not repent and still be 
saved? This teaching is no less than 
the denominational doctrine of" once 
saved, always saved." 

JUDGED BY GOD'S 
WORD. 

Evidence abounds that we shall be 
(Continued on Page 12) 
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So Soon Removed ... From 
Grace (Continued from Page 11 

judged by the Word of His grace in 
the last day (Acts 20:32; Jn. 12:48; II 
Pet. 3:9: II Cor. 5: J 0-11; Rev. 2: J 0). 
God will be just in judgment through 
His Son (Acts I 0:42). This means 
certainly that .. every transgression 
and disobedience" will receive "a just 
recompense of reward" (Heb. 2: 1-3). 
Mercy and grace are promised, but 
only to those who walk in the light as 
he is in the light. .. with ''the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son" cleansing us 
from all sin" (I Jn. 1:7). Even with 
Christians, this demands that in 
prayer "we confess our sins" and that 
it is then that "he is faithful (to Christ 
sacrifice for sin, G.C.) and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness" (I :9). The 
theory advanced that man can be 
saved while in sin is not fact but 
human theory. Except for God being 
.. the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus" (Rom. 3:26) all inhabitants of 
this sphere would be without hope. 
God's grace must be appropriated by 
man meeting the conditions laid 
down in His word. 

Walnut St. church of Christ 
Dickson, TN 37055 

COMMUNION BREAD 

• 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com· 
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton-all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
Honse 

Sox 610, Austin, Texas 78767 

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Muskogee, Oklahoma 

5th Annual Lectureship 

November 4, 5 and 6, 1983 

"Speaking as the Oracles of God" 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

7 :CO-Humanism vs. the Bible # 1 
8 :05-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage # 1 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

9:00-Humanism vs. Bible #2 
10 :00-Grace and Law # 1 
11 :00-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage #2 
1 :30-Grace and La~ #2 
2 :30-Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage # 3 
3 :30-Modern Versions: The Real Version Issue 
7· :CO-Emotionalism 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

9 :30-Speak as the Oracles of God 
10 :30-Responsibility of the church to Elders 
2 :O~Responsibility of Elders to the church 
3 :00-Moaern Versions: Some dan~ers of the NIV 
4:00-The Church and the Restoration Movement # 1 
7:30-The Church and the Restoration Movement #2 

Robert Taylor 
Andrew Connelly 

Robert Taylor 

1. Noel Merideth 
ndrew Connelly 

J. Noel Merideth 
Andrew Connelly 

Tom Bright 
Richard Black 

Cliff Lyons 
Ron Cosby 
Ron Cosby 

Tom Bright 
Ernest Underwood 
Ernest Underwood 

Reservations for Housing-Contact Charlotte Morgan-(918) 682-6382 
Eastside Church of Christ-2141 Kingston-Muskogee, Oklahoma 74403 

Clifford Lyons-Director. Cassette tapes available through: 
Steve Wimp; 1000 North lOth Street; Leavenworth, Kansas 66048 

Now available 
The Harding University A-Cappella Chorus sings songs 
written by Palmer E. Wheeler and Tommy Wheeler. 

13 Gospel songs include: I Love The Lord, 
I Know The Lord Will Find A Way For Me 

The Judgment Of The Lord 
I Want To Go To Heaven When I Die 

and others. - Song sheet included 
can be ordered for $8.95 per copy from: 

Tommy Wheeler; 511 Bob White; DeSoto, Texas 75115 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGATION seeking retired 
minister ... who is not ready to retire, but would like to 
continue class teaching with emphasis on personal work. 
Nice house furnished. Must have own ·income. If interested 
write to Elders: Iowa Park Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 520, 
Iowa Park, Texas 76367 or phone (817) 592-5415. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Monostry works wolh laoll'llul congregaloons ol lhe 
churches ol ChtoSI wnose members on mo111ary onllallatoons 
worldwide are wauong 10 helP your tovecl ones - as lhey have 
l'letpecl wolh lhe spotolual and pnysoc:at needs of rnousan<ls or 
olners durong tne past love years Thos senroce os 1,..! 

Sen<1 "'ame. comPlete address. pnone and mololary onatallatoon. 
and sporotull condoloon. ol known along woth your name and 1<1· 
Cress to 

C 
AMEN 

~/lfll WHtTE"S FERRY ROAD ·:;Jl CHUR~.O~HRIST 
West Monroe. Louosoana 71291 

Americaa Military Evaagei.JziDg Natiou 
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MISSION NEWS 

TOOLS NEEDED IN ZIMBABWE 

One of the most effective tools of 
evangelism in any country and with any 
group of people is the printed page. We 
who are working in the country of 
Zimbabwe have been made to realize this 
fact as we have been without a ready 
supply of tracts and gospel literature for 
several years. Therefore, we as a group 
have decided that the work in Zimbabwe 
would benefit greatly by access to our 
own printing equipment. We have 
committed ourselves to raising 
$34,000.00 to purchase equipment and to 
import it into Zimbabwe. We also must 
raise $10,000.00 per year to· fund the 
operation of this equipment and the 
distribution of material which is printed. 

NEWS 

The Oakey Blvd. Church of Christ in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, will be hosting a giant 
homecoming Dec. 2, 3, and 4 to celebrate 
20 years in the building at 4000 W. Oakey 
and to celebrate the paying off the 
indebtedness on the building I 0 years 
ago. 

During the Homecoming there will be 
lessons from former preachers, 
fellowship, singing, tours to site of former 
meeting places in Las Vegas and booths 
describing the history and progress of the 
church in Las Vegas. 

Coupled with efforts to have former 
Oakey members now living out of town 
come to the Homecoming will be a 
massive effort to challenge unfaithful 
Christians living in Las Vegas to return 
home to a right relationship with God. 

All former Oakey Blvd. Church 
members are urged to return to Las Vegas 
for this weekend festival. Housing and 
meals will be provided for those who 
return. 

For more information please write the 
Oakey Blvd. Church of Christ, 4000 W. 
Oakey, Las Vegas, NV 89102, orca11702-
877-9629. 
FIRM FOUNDATION-SEPTEMBER 27, 1983 

Zimbabwe is a country of 7 million 
people who speak 4 major languages -
English, chiShona, ciCewa, and 
siNdebele. The efforts of all our 
evangelists - both missionary and local 
- to reach these 7 million people would 
be greatly helped by having a reliable 
local source of printed material. Our 
desire is to make any equipment which we 
are able to purchase a permanent part of 
the work here and not the property of any 
missionary. Our present plan is to 
operate this equipment. as a ministry of 
the Avondale Church of Christ here in 
the capital city of Harare. 

Stanley Mitchell and I, together with 
our families. will be in the States on 

furlough from early November, 1983 to 
mid January, 1984. Part of our time while 
there will be spent raising support for this 
much needed tool of evangelism. We 
would be delighted to talk with any 
churches or individuals who would be 
interested in any phase of the work in 
Zimbabwe. I can be contacted at my 
Harare address through the middle of 
October. After that time, I can be 
contacted in care of our sponsoring 
church, II th & Willis Church of Christ, 
Box 1784, Abilene, TX 79604, or in care 
of Loy Mitchell, 1707 Laurel, Odessa, TX 
79761; phone 915-366-0107. 

Bobby Wheat 
Box MR 102 
Marlborough, Harare, Zimbabwe • 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, teacher, preacher-school, Christian college, or 

anyone who thinks he could make use of a book of Bible lectures en

titled THESE THINGS SPEAK (Hugo McCord}, send your name and 

address to the Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 610, Austin, Tx. 78767. 

The Scott Little Free Book Trust. 

EMPLOYMENT: HAVE YOU HAD A 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448-3557. 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YEr? 

CALL 501/2687351 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2· Year Program 9 For Information Call: 
Tuition Free ~· (jl(l -i="~ (214) 526-7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved ... Preston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available q or p9.~~ Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 
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WHAT IS A 

CHRISTIAN? 
Edwin Myers 

When reading the book of I Peter 
one is impressed with the fact that 
there we are presented with some very 
great truths about a Christian. One of 
the first things that Peter says about a 
Christian is that he is of the "elect" 
(1 :1). In looking at the word "elect" we 
note that it means one who is "chosen 
out, preferred, selected" . So we learn 
that a Christian has a special meaning 
to God in that He has chosen us for a 
special purpose. 

After greeting the "elect" Peter 
writes concerning the state of the 
Christian in Christ (1:3) . He states that 
we have been begotten (that is, 
brought forth) again unto a living 
hope, and that hope is in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Truly, one 
of the great foundations of Christianity 
is the FACT of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ! It was in the resurrection that 
He was declared to be the Son of God, 
cf Romans 1 :4. Therefore, the hope is 
incorruptible and undefiled and is 
waiting for us (John 14:1ff)·: 

Then we are told that the Christian 
and his hope in Christ is guarded 
through faith (1 :5). The wo rd 
"guarded" is a military term w hich 
means: " to guard or protect; 
garrisoned". The Christian life Is 
guarded or garrisoned (put under 
constant guard) by God through our 
faith in Him and the hope which we 
have. Because God is guarding our 
inheritance, we will one day be 
supplied the entrance into the eterna l 
kingdom (II Peter 1 :11). Thus Paul was 
also able to say that " if ch ildren, then 
heirs; hei rs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ" (Romans 8:17). The glories 
of Heaven that belong to Christ, are 
also mine! Think of the glorious City of 
God that is waiting for us! Stand in awe 
at its beauty as the Lord described it for 
us (read Revelation 21 & 22). 

What is a Christian? One who 
through faith in God has obeyed the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Since obeying 
the gospel, he thus becomes one of the 
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"elect" and enjoys a hope that is 
guarded by the host of Heaven. 
Therefore he has the " peace that 
passeth all understanding " 
(Philippians 4:7). 

ISN' T IT GRAND TO BE A 
CHRISTIAN? 

P. 0. Box 66, Rogers, AR 72756 

1982 Bound Volume of the Firm Foundation 
Bound in heavy "law book" tan buckram , the 1982 bound volume of the 
Firm Foundation will be an addition to your librar y that will increase in 
value every year, 816 pages of history of what happened and what was 
written during the year. Only a limited number have been bound. Get yours 
while they are available. Price 12.00 

Please add lOo/o for postage and handling 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Box 610 

2nd PRINTING 

DISCOVERING 
YOURSELF 

THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING OTHERS 
FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT 

IN 8 MONTHS 

BY BOB RIGDON 
Published By 

Tyndale House Publishers 

A book that speaks to the human dilemma. 

Austin, Texas 78767 

For psychologists, counselors (marriage, family, juvenile, individual), ministers, 
social workers, business and industrial personnel, teachers and all who are in the 
helping professions. 

Chapter titles are: "Concept of Order," " Fear and Anxiety." "Needs of Humans," 
"Love" (the six types). "Self Respect," "Nonverbal Communication," "The Key to 
Verbal Communication" and "Conscience and Guilt." 

This book is a practical book for human happiness and a meaningful l ife. 

Suitable for the college classroom. 

Dr. Rigdon is professor of counseling, Department of Human Services, 
Western Carolina University. For 19 years Dr. Rigdon has been developing a 
comprehensive model for understanding human behavior. His claSses have been 
recognized as outstanding with many graduate students ranking him No. 1 in 
teachers they> h~t:f'had . This is his first book written from a philosophical , 
psychological, personal experience background. It is well researched . 

You may order from your favorite bookstore or from the author. Make your 
check or money order to Bob Rigdon , P. 0 . Box 985, Sylva, N.C. 28779. The total 
cost, including tax, postage and handling is $5.98. 
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c L A S s I F I E D 
WANTED: Minister for small congregation located in central 
TeJCas. Above average building and !louse. Apply by resume only 
to Church of Christ, Box 544, Rosebud, Texas 76S70. 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate con!f~lfation• 

EVANGELISTIC CHURCH seeks Biblically sound missionary to 
begin Aut. 1, 1984. Work with us 2years alongside pulpit minister 
in all areas, then we will fully support in a city in U.S. Must be able 
to work well with all age groups. Submit resume including recent 
family picture, experience, references, and sermon tape 
(optional), as soon as possible to Church of Christ, 11110 Chestnut 
St., Coshocton, Oh1o 43812. Call 1-614-622-5461 for more 
information. 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or ·conjfre!fationa aeekine preachers. Also o.thcr 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

l (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Southside Church of Christ 1&05 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.w.· Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 94500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 0)<' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E.'' 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwrhtht._ minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 MontRomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information w'tite: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., L\lbbock, TX 79411. 
ALASKA. - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
$)RRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7584 or 344-5719. 
ll:V ANSVILLE, IND., 22015 E. Mora-nn A. ve .. 
U.S. 460 East Oppo•lte K-Mnrt. Oftlc~ 4'1''1'-
52'ft. B~bby Wade. Min. 4'1'~-4()18. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and aqv Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
HELP WANTED: Manuelito Navajo Children's Home has 
an immediate opening for a mature couple to serve as 
relief-houseparents. The husband should possess some 
skills in maintenance, carpentry, etc. Alo, some super
visory skills would be desirable. The wife should 
possess some office skills or other useful skills. We are 
also accepting applications for house parents, secretarial, 
and other types of employees. In addition to salary, we 
provide full room and board, health insurance, vacation 
and days off and an excellent retirement program. For 
more information and application forms contact Joe H. 
Booth or L. D. Atchison at 1 (50S) 863-5530 or write to 
Drawer B, Gallup, NM 87301. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent christian with wide range of experience 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himSelf) has develo~ a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practical and 5ensible ideas 
deeolv rooted In Cod's word are brought to bear upon the local 
consregation and her organization, unity, and work. 

FOr more Information fndudlng resume write or caU Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 
Revelation complete in 12 Cassette C!K) in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' Copyright. Another albun 12-C 90's "Dangers 
Facin& The Home and Church", $19.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepa1d. Glen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Claremore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 
WANTED: Instructor for the Southwest School of Preaching. 
Send resume to Director, 8900 Manchaca Rd., Austin, Texas 
78745. Phone (512) 282-2486. 
Sound, mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
immediately to help your congregation grow. B.A. in Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.T. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURE ISLAND.WESL.ME.MPHIS, TN 38115. 
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financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dall,.s, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS T~H-::R:-:-U-:--:R::-:E::-V::E-:-LA-:-::T:-:1-::0~N·: Story of 
rede91ption (Cod's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Urry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete ·with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 
\' U )lA, AIUZ., 0:51 W. 28th St. SundaY 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
VACATIONING in "Raystown Country" Pennsylvani~l 
Then worship with the Huntingdon. ch.urch of Ch~1st 
meeting at 1010 Mount Vernon (Sm1thf1eld Townsh1p) 
Huntingdon, Pa. 16652. Sunday morning: Bible Study 
9:45; Worship 10:45. Midweek Bible Study-7:30 P.M. 
Thursday evening. We will also contact your friends 
and relatives in Huntingdon County, Pa. Phone (814) 
643-3782 or 643-1427. 
Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed- to provide quality manpower to clean and maintain a 
church building facility and grounds. A healthy semi-retired or 
retired individual is prefered. A competetive salary plus a 
comfortable house and utilities are part of the job package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualifications, and a 
picture to: Elders, NorJhwest Church of Christ, 6355 38tn Ave. 
No., St. Petersburg, FL '33710. 
Church of Christ in Safford, Arizona is in need of a full time 
preacher. Prefer a man with some support. Write us at: 

Church of Christ . 
425 Central Avenue 
Safford, Arizona 85546 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER WANTED -To work equal time in 
personal evangelism, education, and youth work. Graduates of 
personal evangelism school with personal work experience will 
be given preference. Preaching only in regular preacher's 
absence. Prefer man aged 28 to 35 years. send resume and 
references to: Church of Christ, 319 E. Blue Starr., Claremore, 
OK, 74017. Phone: 918/341-0531. 
Wanted: Brotherhood songbooks, after 33 A.D. but before 1956 
A.D. S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, TX 79073. 

MISSION MINDID CONCREGAnON NEEDID 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300'Iot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL. 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
jackson, Al, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff jones, jackson, AL, 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

ATTENTION ELDERS! 
Every Congregation Needs Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
Ralph A. Casey (404) 449-1202 
(665 workshops In 31 states with 
13,000 participating songleader5) 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the ~ashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fallt 
please send name, address, and school to West Eno 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI The Fll'lll ll'oundcattoa 
trlea to •creen advertlalng, and will not 
kDowlugl'T take que•tlonable adverti•IDg. 
Out It Ia tile recader's re•pon•lbiUtJ' to ID• 
ve•tlgnte. Like any other paper, we •ome
tlmes nnwlttlngl7' nm llll UJawortla7' ad. 
u the old saTing a-oes, before 7'0D lnvellt. 
lnveatla-atel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00.A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, PensaC2la .• 
Florida 32506, full2year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-453-
3426, Max R. Miller, Director 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\\11 1 

1f --- • I ---

o I 

.. . fll 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 
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TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY 
W. N. (Bill) jackson 

Paul had given Titus instructions highly charged 
with doctrine - speaking things becoming sound 
doctrine (2: 1), showing uncoruptness in doctrine 
(2 :7), and living a life characterized as adorning the 
doctrine (2: 10). At the end of these exhortations, Paul 
states this: "These things speak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee" 
(Tit. 2: 15). The word here used for "authority" has to 
do with "injunction, command," and is usually 
translated simply "command." By this we can see both 
the work of those who preach and teach, and the 
nature of the message they proclaim: The word is to be 
p resented with AUTHORITY/ We know of no 
greater need in our time. 

THE AUTHORITY OF GOD 

Fundamental to every lesson we present, and 
undergirding each and every point made from the 
Bible, is the fact that men are responsible and 
accountable before God. He shall bring every work 
into judgment (Ecc. 12:14), and each one of us shall 
give account of himself unto God (Rom. 14:12). The 
teacher or preacher speaks as one who shall g ive that 
accounting, and he addresses those who also will be in 
judgment for an accounting. It behooves the teacher, 
then, to be aware of the authority of God, and to 
present his lesson with full awareness that he will 
answer for it; also, he must be aware of the fact that 
each and every listener of accountable age will give 
account, and he must make sure that his hands are 
clean in this regard. Foremost in our teaching must be 
the truth of our responsibility before God, and the fact 
that judgment day is coming! 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE WORD 

Being thus reminded of our responsibility before 
God, we must then always keep in mind that the 
means through which our lives and works will be 
tested is the .word of God, the Bible. Indeed, Jesus 
pointed out that the word is the basis of judgment for 
us all Gohn 12:48). John warned that we dare not go 
beyond the doctrine of Christ (II John 9), and Paul 
stresses that the scriptures furnish us, and completely 
so, unto every good work (II Tim. 3: 16, 17). In the long 
ago, David had declared that the precepts of God, in all 
things, were right. Therefore, he had been giv.en the 
basis of knowing what was right, and then also what 
was wrong. Being thus furnished , he stated that he 
hated every false way! (Ps. 119:128). If we are 
impressed with the truth of the authority of God, we 
must also then note, and give stress in our teaching, to 
the authority of the word of God. In judgment, we are 
told that the books will be opened (Rev. 20: 12). One of 
those books will be the authoritative word of God! 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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EDITORIAL ... 

THE SOUNDING OF THE TRUMPET 

The word of the Lord came to Hosea in much the same manner 
as it did to I~aiah. Hosea was told, uSet the trumpet to thy mouth" 
(Hosea 8: 1). Isaiah was instructed to, ~~Cry aloud, spare not, lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob their sins." Thus we have set in order 
God's instructions for two of his preachers during the Old 
Testament economy. They were to declare unto the people their 
transgressions. Why? Because God loved them and wanted them to 
repent of .their evil ways. 

God has always used his preachers to make known to his people 
their transgressions. But, as evidenced by the records of the Old 
Testament, the people didn't always appreciate the preaching, and 
there were times when they asked the prophets to prophesy smooth 
things. On some occassions they asked the prophets to not 
prophesy at all! But regardless of what the people wanted, God's 
command has always been to "set the trumpet to thy mouth" and 
"preach the word" in season and out of season . 

Hosea had the tremendous responsibility of warning the nation 
of imminent judgment. This he did in one short sentence- "He 
shall come as an eagle against the house of the Lord ... "It is the next 
word in the text that states the reasons for the rebuke and warning. 
The people were to be warned, II BECAUSE ... " 

1.~ THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED AND TRESPASSED 
THE LAW OF GOD (Hosea 8:1). Reflect for a moment on the 
history of the Jewish nation. Several times they are referred to in 
the scriptures as 11Stiff-necked and rebellious" people. Time and 
again they would turn their very noses up at God as if to say, "Do 
for us what you will, but we are going to do what we want to do 
regardless of what you say or do." They had been punished over 
and over again (recall the period of the judges), but every time they 
received divine deliverance and protection they seemed even more 
determined to disobey the God who kept them. 

2. THEY HAD REBELLED AGAINST GOD as evidenced by 
their setting up kings and princes which were contrary to God's 
plans for them (Hosea 8:4). When the people asked Samuel to give 
them a king, he told God that they had rejected him (Samuel) from 
being judge over them. However, God told him that in all truth 
they had actually rejected him from being God over them. Thus 
they had rebelled against the authority and rule of God. 

3. THEY HAD SET UP FALSE GODS (the golden calf and 
other gods of the heathen nations) AND WORSHIPPED THEM 
(Hosea 8:4-5). In the very shadow of Sinai they had worshipped the 
calf; and as a continual, repetitive thing the Jews set up idols and 
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worshipped them instead of the true God of heaven. 
In I Kings 12:28, when the idols had been set up at 
Dan and Bethel, the decree went out, "Behold they 
gods, 0 Israel." 

4. THEY HAD DEMONSTRATED A LACK 
OF FAITH AND TRUST IN GOD BY SEEKING 
FORBIDDEN ALLIANCES , WITH. OTHER 
NATIONS (Hosea 8:8-9). One of the messages of 
several prophets was that of warning against the evil 
alliances with other nations. But the Jews would not 
listen! When a power round ~bout them became 
strong they would seek comfort, protection and 
security by seeking alliances with other evil nations. 
They refused to obey the instructions of God as 
given to them by his inspired preachers. 

5. THEY HAD ERECTED FALSE ALTARS 
AND DESECRATED THOSE OF JEHOVAH 
(Hosea 8:11-13). They erected many altars and 
offered God unacceptable sacrifices. These were 
things which God commanded them not, but the Ia w 
of God was to them as some 11Strange thing"(Hosea 
8:12). 

Thus in a few short sentences the prophet declared 
unto the people of Israel their sins and warned them 

of the coining judgm.ent. Finally, he described the 
entire situation of national sin and divine retribution 
in these words: "Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and 
builded palaces; and Judah hath multiplied fortified 
cities,· but I will send afire upon his cities, and it shall 
devour the castles thereof. " 

When God is forsaken .. ruin is inevitable! A nation 
or an individual may for a time dwell in luxury, 
building palaces and reclining on beds of ivory; a 
strong sense of security may prevail, but s.ooner or 
later there will be judgment. 

Reflect for a moment on the world around you. 
Do you judge that people are much different than 
the ancient Jews? Notice that they (I) Transgressed 
the law of God; (2) Rebelled against God; (3) 
Worshipped idols; ( 4) Demonstrated a lack of faith 
in God; and (5) Desecrated the worship of Jehovah. 
It is our observation that the world today is doing 
the exact things listed above and expecting peace 
and security as did the Jews. Dear reader, it will not 
work. The individual does not exist that can shake 
his fist in God's face and prosper in so doing. 
"Except Jehovah build the house, they labor in-vain 
that build it: Except Jehovah keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain." • 

IN LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 

THE CHIEF CORNER STONE 
Burton Coffman 

"Behold /lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect 
and precious; and he that believeth on him shall 
not be put to shame,, (II Peter 1:6, 7). 

The stone metaphor used in the Bible to describe the 
Lord Jesus Christ is extensive and includes the following: 

He is the living stone (I Peter 2:3). 
He is the stone which the builders rejected (2:7). 
He is the stone of stumbling and rock of offence (2:8). 
He is the elect stone (2:4). 
He is the precious stone (2:4). 
He is the sure foundation stone (I Cor. 3: 11). 
He is a sanctuary and hiding place, like the shadow of a 

Mighty Rock in a weary land (Isaiah 8: 14; 32:2). 
He is the little stone cut ·out of the mountain without 

hand (Daniel 2:35, 45). 
He is the stone that shall fall upon his enemies and 

scatter them as dust (Matt. 21:44 ). 
He is the stone with seven eyes (Zech. 3:9). 
HE IS THE CHIEF CORNER STONE, THE HEAD 

OF THE CORNER (Matt. 21:42; II Peter 1:6, 7). 
FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 

The phrase with which we are concerned here is that of 
Christ as the Chief Corner Stone. This metaphor is 
apparently developed from a historical event in the 
building of Solomon's temple. The first stone to come 
down from the quarry was very remarkably shaped, 
having been marked and cut at the quarry. The builders 
did not know what to do with it, so they dragged it to a 
corner of the temple site where it lay neglected for years 
and was finally covered with debris. It was afterwards 
found to be the stone upon which the completeness of the 
structure depended, the chief corner stone where the 
major walls met and were bonded together! 

Just so, the religious experts of ancient Judaism did 
not recognize the Chief Corner Stone when he came, 
rejecting him! AND HOW IS JESUS CHRIST THE 
CHIEF CORNER? 

In HIM the Mosaic Law ended and the Gospel began. 
In Him, the Old Testament culminated and the New 

Testament began. (C t" d P 4) on mue on age 
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In Light Of The Scriptures 
(Continued from Page 3) 

In Him, all history split into B.C. and A.D. 
In Him, the wicked find their doom and the saints find 

salvation. 
In Him, the Old Israel was irrevocably rejected, and the 

New Israel began. 

In Him, the infinite past and the infinite future met. 
In Him, God and humanity were united. 
In Him, there appeared God's deepest humiliation and 

man's highest exaltation. 
In Him, the destiny of every man hinges. 
In Him, the era of Law gave place to an era of grace. 
In Him, the old temple ended and that greater era of 

the true temple (his church) began. • 

NOTICE TO ALL OUR SUBSCRIBERS 

We have completed our move to Pensacola, Florida. The 
decision to move the warehouse and offices from Texas· 
to Florida was among other things a matter of 
economics. We purchased the Firm Foundation but this 
did not include the building and property at 3110 
Guadalupe. The lease on that property was for six (6) 
months. The difference in cost of sufficient building space 
in Austin compared to the cost in Pensacola was a 
considerable sum. In addition, it would have been 
difficult to have moved an entire operational staff from 
Florida to Texas. The decision to move was not an easy 
one. We hope you understand the circumstances. 

In the future it may be possible for us to move the 
business operations back to Texas. We are always open 
to that idea. Our present plans are to have a FIRM 
FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP each year in 
AUSTIN beginning in September 1984. We certainly 
don't want our friends in Texas to think that we have 
deserted them. Texans, we stand ready to assist you now 
and in the future just as the Foundation has in the past. 
One of our owners and one of our Field Editors are native 
Texans and we are always interested in securing the 
writing services of faithful gospel preachers who live in 
Texas. However, historically the Foundation has never 
been a local or regional paper. A check of the mailing list 
shows that Texas, Tennessee and California are the top 
three states in subscriptions. It has always served the 
entire brotherhood and we shall continue in a determined 
effort to serve the interest of the world wide brotherhood. 

We have incorporated the Firm Foundation in the state 
of Texas. We also have retained our Austin, Texas 
mailing address in order that we might be able to serve 
those who are not aware of our recent move. Any mail 
sent to the Austin address takes about four extra days to 
reach us. To expedite matters you can send all 
correspondence (articles. subscriptions. orders, address 
changes. etc.) to: P. 0. Box 17200. Pensacola, Florida 
32523. If you decide to use the Florida address your mail 

4 [672] 

will reach us sooner. 

We are presently putting our mailing list on computer. 
With a mailing list the size of ours, it is understandable 
that we will experience some problems. It will take us 
time to correct all expiration date changes, all address 
changes, and to update renewals and new subscriptions. 
You must understand that when we assumed operations, 
changes to the mailing list and billings were three to four 
months behind. It has been no small task working 
through that backlog of material. In addition we have 
had the work of processing hundreds of new 
subscriptions which come in each week. Since our 
beginning we have had a net gain of over 2,000 
subscriptions. We are wo~king on our subscription list as 
quickly as possible. Our first priority is new subscribers. 
Next comes address changes. As time permits we work on 
the other problems. WE HAVE NOT REMOVED 
ANYONE FROM OUR MAILING LIST UNLESS 
THEY HAVE SO REQUESTED. All issues under our 
management have been mailed on time (Thursday 
preceeding the Tuesday date on the paper). For those of 
you who are receiving your paper late, it is a problem with 
the Post Office. If you know of people who have not 
received their paper at all, please have them contact us. 
The problem may be with the Post Office. The problem 
may be with the change of the mailing list to the 
computer. WE WILL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO 
HELP. 

Our SHIPPING DEPARTMENT has been working 
overtime to get caught up on the tremendous amount of 
orders which we have received. Hopefully by the time you 
have received this we will be current with our shipping. 

The Firm Foundation is as much in business as it ever 
was. The weekly paper, the publishing business and the 
mail order book store are as active as they have ever been. 
We are in business to serve your every need and to 
provide for the Lord's church literature that is faithful to 
the Book. 
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Teaching With Authority 
(Continued from Page 1) 

LOYALTY TO THE WORD IN OUR TEACHING 

Every Christian, in noting the equipment God has 
provided for him, listed in Ephesians 6, should be 
aware that our weapon is ttthe sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God" (v. 17). We've already noted 
that the word furnishes us completely, and will be the 
basis of the judgment of all men. Surely nothing more 
needs to be said to impress upon us the fact that there 
must be loyalty to that word! May we suggest a few 
points in regard to this? They are as follows: 

(1) We should present Bible-based lessons! The 
casual observer of religion today can see how much so
called "preaching" centers in social, economic and 
political areas. Many who have left sectarianism and 
who are now in the church of the Lord simply state 
that where they were, very little - if any -Bible was 
taught! Our making use of the Bible, and presenting it 
as the inspired and authoritative word from Jehovah 
had a proper attraction to sincere men. We need to have 
our classroom and pulpit lessons based on the word of 
the living God! Human wisdom and the philosophies 
of men can be obtained elsewhere and, when men hear 
these, they are not aided one iota spiritually. We who 
stand in the classes and in the pulpit areas need to 
present lessons centered on the Bible, and presented in 
such a way that our loyalty to the Bible shines forth. 
Yes, ttif any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God ... " (I Pet. 4:11). 

(2) We should cite the word of God in our lessons! 
Very often today we hear men and women speak of the 
time when, in Bible studies, "book, chapter and verse" 
were given for all things. This practice furthered our 
claim to ttspeak where the Bible speaks, and to be sitent 
where the Bible is silent." The very first gospel 
sermon preached in the name of the resurrected Lord 
had the apostle Peter citing the things spoken by Joel 
(Acts 2: 16ff) and by David (Acts 2:25ff). When Philip 
gave his attention to the eunuch, and with the 
resulting lesson converting the man, he did so by 
turning to the scripture- the very passage the man 
was reading- and taught him the truth (Acts 8:35). 

It is alarming today to hear of men standing up to 
proclaim the word of God, and then every thing but 
scripture can be found in their lessons! I personally 
heard, on a nation-wide broadcast heard by untold 
millions, a 30-minute lesson containing just one citing 
of a passage, another passing reference to a text, and 
neither of these bearing directly on one's salvation. 
But, in the same 30-minute lesson the speaker found 
time to refer to the statements of two novelists, two 
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historians, and three sectarian teachers. And, all three 
of those sectarian teachers were modernists, believing 
hardly any fundamental truth of the New Testament 
system! 

One might ask: Where does this practice of not 
citing the word come from? Indeed, it is a good 
question, and of course the answer is, .. From 
denominationalism!" Our pioneer preachers early on 
had demonstrated that little Bible study goes on in 
sectarianism. and the word of God was held in such 
little esteem that the speakers saw little value in citing 
it. Indeed, why cite that which is not considered as 
being authoritative? Surely, if our teachers and 
preachers valued the Bible as the inspired and 
authoritative word of God, our lessons would be filled 
with truths from the Bible, and the Bible would be 
quoted behind the points made! 

(3) Finally, within the scope of the charge to teach 
with authority should he the speaking of the things of 
God with the same reverence with which they are 
presented in the word. It is not uncommon today, we're 
sad to say, to hear one claiming to be a gospel preacher 
speak in unbecoming terms of the church, of the plan 
of salvation, of baptism, and of the pattern set forth in 
the New Testament by which we all are to offer unto 
God acceptable worship. One may search the word 
throughout, and never is encouragement given to 
minimizing the things God has required, or to 
mocking the things of God, or to describing the things 
of God in terms not in keeping with scripture! Once 
more, such expressions rest in the attitudes seen 
among those who OPPOSE the word rather than 
those who PROCLAIM it! 

Let us all so handle the word of God that the Lord 
will bless us because we have respected the authority of 
the Book, and we have proclaimed his message in such 
a way that its authority stands out clearly! 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78745 • 
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Biblical Sermons 

LOSING THE CUTTING EDGE 
II Kings 6:1-7 

James W. Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
You have heard someone say, "I used to do this or that" 
or "We used to have this or that". What he said is that at 
one time they were effective but now that is not so. This 
is true of individuals and churches. The verses before us 
illustrate this very principle. A reading of this text will 
show us a young man who "lost the cutting edge". Such 
centers around an axe. 

I. IT WAS LOANED. 
The axe he used was not his but was borrowed. He 
knew it was not his. We need to be aware of the same 
facts concerning what we have. (I Cor. 6:19-20; I Cor. 
4:7; Jas. 1:17; Acts 17:25). Notice what the axe that 
was loaned did for him. 
1. Helped Him To Be Actiue. 

(1) He could now participate as could others. 
(2) He could now do what he could not do without 

the axe. 
(3) The air we breathe, the food we eat allows us to 

be active. 
( 4) The bodies with health allow us to be active. 
(5) Without the axe he would be limited in his 

activity as would we without the abundant 
blessings that flow from God. 

2. Heightened What He Could Accomplish. 
(1) He could do a better job. 
(2) Such would give him better tools to work with. 
(3) Compare the former days on the farm. (mules 

vs tractors) Surely more can be accomplished. 
(4) What of our age of communication: Can't we 

accomplish more? 
3. Held Him Accountable. 

(1) He knew he was accountable to another for the 
axe. 

(2) Would be foolish to say he was not responsible. 
(3) The one talent man learned this lesson. (Matt. 

25:19) 
( 4) One who holds something in trust is account

able. Note· Luke 16:2. The lord of this steward 
holds him accountable. 

(5) We thus need to be aware that we are account
able for that which we have received from the 
Lord. 

II. IT WAS LOST. 
Though it was not deliberate on his part it was lost just 
the same. Notice it was lost: 
1. While He Was Working. 

(1) He wasn't standing by the tree doing nothing. 
6 (674] 

(2) Remember Jesus was lost when his parents 
went to worship. (Luke 2:44-46) 

(3) Not a case of his not being busy. 
2. When He Wasn't Watching. 

(1) Any man that has used an axe knows such 
must be watched. 

(2) Can't take for granted that everything will be 
alright. 

(3) We are cautioned to walk circumspectly. (Eph. 
5:15) 

(4) Jesus cautioned his disciples to "watch and 
pray". (Matt. 26:_41) 

3. When It Was Wanted. 
(1) One could not say he did not want the use of 

the axe. 
(2) His desire was there but he was not careful 

enough about what he was doing. · 
(3) Desire isn't always all that is needed. 
(4) Some would say, "Well, he wanted to do right." 

This may be true but even then one can be lost. 
(Paul is a case in point before his conversion.) 

DI. IT WAS LOCATED. 
How does a lost axe come to be located? How does he 
come to find what he had lost? 
1. Admitted That He Lost It. 

(1) He didn't deny it. 
(2) He knew it would be foolish to go on chopping 

with the handle as though he had not lost it. 
(3) He knew losing it limited what he could to. It 

weakened his efforts. · 
( 4) He knew he couldn't be as active without the 

axe as before. 
(5) The prodigal finally admitted to himself that he 

was ruined. (Lk. 15:17-21) 
(6) All sinners must admit that they have sinned. 

(Rom. 3:23) 
2. Anxious About Its Loss. 

(1) He says "alas master". 
(2) He regrets it and shows concern. 
(3) Those of Acts 2:36-37 were anxious about the 

loss they faced. 
(4) No man will do much until he is. 

3. Acquainted With Where He Lost It. 
(1) He could show the prophet the very spot. 
(2) He knew where and when he lost "the cutting 

edge". 
(3) With some it may have been when they gained 

too much money or started to miss a service. 
(4) May have been when allowed selves to become 
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involved in shady deals. do?" (Acts 9:6) 
(5) May have been when trouble arose in the 

church. 
(7) These would ask for help. 

CONCLUSION (6) This man knew where and when it was lost and 
that is where he would start. No need to go 
elsewhere. 

4. Asked For Help. 
(1) Some things he could do and some he couldn't. 
(2) He wasn't ashamed to do what he could. 
(3) He could ask for help. 
( 4) He asked the prophet. 

It was found and he was to do what he could do. The 
prophet does his part but he is to put forth his hand and 
take it. This requires personal effort. W~at. a j9y m_ust 
have been his to be able to be active again. Life is now 
productive in the right way. So it would be with those of 
Acts 2:36-37, of Saul of Tarsus, and of the prodigal. 

P. 0. Box 506 (5) The Jews said, "Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?" (Acts 2:37) Athens, Alabama 35611 • ( 6) Saul says, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 

Biblical Studies 
SOUND DOCTRINE - BLESSING 

EXHORTATION, WARNING 

The beloved Apostle Paul had 
been in Ephesus after his 
imprisonment in Rome. Having 
departed for Macedonia, he l~ft his 
"true child in the faith" Timothy fn 
Ephesus to restrain false teachers 
and to refute their corrupt · 
teachings and practices (I Tim. 
1:3ff). Further, he urged Timothy 
to charge certain individuals to 
maintain "love out of a pure heart 
and a good conscience and faith 
unfeigned," not going "contrary to 
the sound doctrine" (I Tim. 1:5, 10) 
to that which was unhealthy 
spiritually. 

The Apostle moved still further 
to emphasize the folly of persisting 
in pernicious speculation of 
Judaizers and others. Since such 
basic vain imaginings still exist, 
Paurs admonitions to the young 
evangelist are just as appropriate 
and as needed today. 

EXPOSITION 

"I thank him that enabled me, 
even Christ Jesus our Lord, for that 
be counted me faithful, appointing 
me to his service" (v. 12). Paul was 
constantly grateful to God for 
FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 
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having enabled ("strengthened," 
Phil. 4:13) him, or for having 
entrusted him - in this context -· 
with preaching the gospel. God,s 
grace was marvellous to entrust 
Paul with the apostleship (I Cor. 
15:10; II Cor. 12:9). Christ had 
appeared to Saul on the road to 
Damascus to qualify him to be a 
"witness" (Acts 22:14, 15; 26:16); 
three days Ia ter, Saul was immersed 
for remission of sins (Acts 22: 16). 
One who was meticulously careful 
not to violate his conscience could 
be trusted after his conversion to 
exercise faithfully the duties of the 
apostolic office. Paul never betrayed 
God, s confidence. 

"Though I was before a 
blasphemer, and persecutor, and 
injurious: howbeit I obtained 
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in 
unbelief' (v. 13 ). Previous to Paurs 
conversion, he had greatly 
persecuted Christ (Acts 9:5; 22:7; 
26:14); verily, he sought to destroy 
all Christ's people, the church (Acts 
9:1, 2). Not only was Paul the chief 
inquisitor of the Sanhedrin, but he 
was a rabid Pharisee; not only did 
this loathsome, insolent man 
blaspheme, but he "strove to make 

them [Christians] blaspheme" 
(Acts 26: 11). All the while, though, 
he was ignorant of Christ. His 
Jewish fellows had knowledge of 
the Messiah and had killed Him -
refusing to believe the evidence. 
Paul had not been exposed to the 
same evidence. When he heard, he 
believed and was granted mercy; he 
abandoned his fathers' religion 
(Phil. 3:4-12). 

"And the grace of our Lord 
abounded exceedingly with faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus" (v. 
14). Christ's love for Paul exhibited 
itself abundantly through His 
"unmerited favor" to Paul (Rom. 
5:20). Further, Paul received the 
honor of serving in the very cause 
which he earlier sought to destroy. 
Still further, Christ, has for those in 
Him "manifold (many colored) 
grace" (I Pet. 4:10) to cover 
"manifold (many colored) 
temptations" (I Pet. 1:6). 

"Faithful is the saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief" 
(v. 15 ). Trustworthy and worthy of 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Biblical Studies 
(Continued from Page 7) 
fu ll acceptance is char Chris t came 
"ro seek and ro save wh at which was 
lose" (Luke 19: 10; cf. I Tun. 3: 1; 4:9; 
T ic. 3:8; II Tim. 2: 11), thereby 
affirming the virg in bi rch (H eb. 
10:5 ), che de ity of Christ 0 no. 1: 14), 
the vica rious dea th (I Cor. 15:1-4), 
rhe aroning blood (Rev. 1:5), and 
the resurrection of Ch ris t (I Cor. 
15:12-25); it a lso serves ro affi rm 
the te r r ible p rice pa id fo r m an's 
redem ption - the sacrifice of God's 
only begotte n Son (R om . 3:23; 5:8; 
Jno. 3: 16) . Even one so vehe me nt 
aga inst Ch rist as Pau l, a high
handed sinner, che worst , could be 
pa rdoned in Chr ist; he was living 
proof! 

"Howbeit for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me as chief 
might Jesus Christ show fo·rth all his 
tongsuffering, for an ensampte of 
them that should thereafter believe 
011. him unto eternal life" (v. 16). 
T ho ug h som e p e rhap s m ig ht 
earl ier doubt Paul co be worth 
sav ing, Chris t had a purpose fo r 
hi m - che firs t in persecu ting 
Christ would be first in being 
persecuted fo r Chr is t (II Cor. 11:23-
27). Inspired by P aul's example, 
Iace r Chris tians would count it all 
joy to suffer for the cause o f Chr is t ; 
rhus, their fa ith (Gk. "crus t 
conjoined w ith obedience," T hayer) 
would eventua te in e terna l life (I 
Tim. 4:8; II Tim. 1:10). 

"Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory for ever and 
ever" (v. 17). In chis burs t of 
exc i cement and ad o ra cio n, P au I 
praises the "King of the ages" 
(Gk. ), the G rea r " I am" (Exod. 
3: 14), the One "who was and who is 
and who is to com e .. (R ev. 4:8), the 
O ne w ho is ··worchy ... co rece ive the 
g lory and rhe honor and the power" 
(Rev. 4:11 ). 

''This charge I commit unto thee, 
my child Timoth_y, according to the 
prophecies which ted the way to thee, 
8 {676} 

that by them thou mayest war the 
good warfare" (v. 18). T he Apostle 
info rms h is "child" (teknon, Gk. an 
exp ress ion of endearment ) 
T imothy that he is depositing or 
e nt rus ting co T imothy (a ban ki ng 
fi gure ) the r espons ibil ity of 
instructing "certain men nor co 
reach a different doctrine" (I T im. 
1:3). Inasmuch as Pau l, at best, felt 
cha r h is life would soon e nd, chis 
stalwa rt o ld sold ier wou ld pass rhe 
mantle on ro Timoth y. M uch like 
Paul and Barnabas (Aces 13:1-3 ), 
Tim othy muse also have been 
charged ro preach the crurh (I T im. 
4: 14). W he n Paul imparted che 
spir itual g ift (II T im. 1:6), rhe 
e lders gave their endorsement and 
app roval. T imothy would suffer 
with Paul, "as a good soldier of 
Christ jesus" (II T im. 2:3); Timothy 
would nor fai I! 

"Holding faith and a good 
conscience; which some having 
thrust f rom the-m made shipwreck 
concerning the faith" (v. 19). 
T imothy is urged ro hold fast rhe 
crus e he has in Ch ris t and a 
conscience void of offence. Those 
fa lse reachers had fa llen from g race, 
o r brought upon themselves utter 
r u in ( spiri t ual dea th , or 
"shipw recked" co use P aul's 
naut ical term ), in char they " th rust 
from them" (Gk.) , or viola ted, their 
good co n scie n ces and r hus 
a b a n do n ed " ch e fa i t h ," t he 
Chris tia n system, t he "tr uth." T he 
conscience which is tra ined co 
recognize "crurh '' serves as a pilo t 
co guide o n e t hrough the 
tempestuous ocean of life into the 
heave nl y p ore ; a conscience 
untaug ht or vio la ted br ings only 
ruin and wreck (II Thess. 2:10-15 ). 

"Of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Alexander; whom I delivered unto 
Satan, that they might be taught 
not to blasphe-me" (v. 20). Paul 
mentio ns two forme r Ch ris tians 
who had sh ipwrecked thei r faith, 
bring ing upon the mselves spir itua l 
death ; they were roo hard-hearted 

ro repent. T his H ymenaeus may be 
the Hymenaeus w ho caught cha r the 
resurrectio n had already passed (II 
Tim. 2:17, 18); this Alexander 
cannot be identified. Their heresy 
constituted a serious threat co them 
and co the church; therefore, the 
discipline was designed ro lead 
them co correct t heir pernicious 
ways (I Cor. 5:2-5; 16:22; II Thess. 
3:14-15; II Cor. 2:6-11 ); the goal of 
d iscipline would be co reach them. 
Othe rwise, denying such doctri nes 
as the future resurrection would 
lead co and e ncourage grievous 
tra n sg ress ions among God's 
people. Ev iden tl y, unl ike t he 
discipline at Cori nth , this discipline 
did nor have irs desi red effect (II 
T im. 2:16-18). 

OBSERVATION S AND 
REFLECTIONS 

1. Paul was m uch a ware of the 
g race which he received through 
Christ and was very g r ateful fo r the 
superior motivation under the law 
of Chris t. [See Paul's description of 
his wretched condition under che 
law of Moses (Rom. 7:1 -24) as 
cont rasted with the superior 
motivation under the law of Christ, 
which "enabled h im" to triumph 
over che flesh (Rom. 7:25; 8:8; I 
Cor. 9:27)]. 

2. T he gospel of Christ was a 
potent force in t ransfo rming Paul's 
life (R om. 1: 16); it has rhe same 
power roday. When Paul th rough 
fa ith obeyed, God 's g race could flow 
(Rom. 4: 16). 

3. Paul's convers io n is a powerfu l 
resrimo ny to God's existence. 

4 . Sin is te rr ible (Eph. 4:18), it is 
p rogress ive ( v. 13) , a nd irs 
consequences are grievous (Rom. 
6:23 ). 

5. Nor vio lating one's conscience 
is nor necessa r ily ev_idence of 
salvation; it m ay be mis informed 
(v. 13 ). And, ignorance is no excuse! 

6. God's cause is co be promored 
by love, no t cruelty (v. 14). 

7. Tru th is co be dis tingu ished 
from error, fo r truth can be crusted 
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to save (v. 15; J no. 8:32; 17: 17). 
8. Man cannot save himself; his 

salva tion had ro be hammered our 
on the cruel Roman cross on which 
the God -Man hung (v. 15). 

9. This Apostle, the mosr rabid of 
rransgressors, loved Chris r because 
Chrisr first loved h im (vv. 14-16; I 
Jno. 4: 19). 

10. Deiry became flesh rhrough 
rhe virgin birch - the how and 
when of the incarnation -so that 
He could pay rhe penalty for man 's 
sins (Matt. 1:23 ; H eb. 10:5 ; 2:8-10). 

11. God's offer of me rcy is 
ex tended ro all (v. 16; Matt. 11 :28 -
30). 

12. Saving fairh is not me re 
consem tha t Chrisr is Deiry (v. 16 ; 
Rom . 10:10, ll;Jno. 12:42, 43; J as. 
2: 19-26). 

13. God's extensio n of mercy to 

Paul demonstrates His longsuffer
ing and mercy (v. 16; II Pe r. 3:9). 

14. The Lord is now ruling over 
His kingdom (v. 17; Acts 2: 29- 36). 

15. God is far superior to idols, 
human deiries (v. 17 ). 

16. God alo ne possesses true 
wisdom (v. 17 ; Job 28:23-28 ). 

17. Recipients of God's grace a re 
always ready to carry the gospel to 

others (v. 13; lsa. 6:7, 8 ; Psa. 51: 13 ). 
18. One who becomes a Chr is tian 

(" follower of Chris t" Gk. ) can cease 
following Him (vv. 19, 20; II Per. 
2:20-22; Job I :5 ). 

19. Woe is he who exchanges his 
soul for the world (v. 20; Matr. 
16:26)! 

20. To fail to exercise scriptural 
d iscipline is to fai l to love (v. 20; I 
Cor. 5:2, 6, 8). 

Direcror, Memph is School of 
Preaching 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, T N 38 11 8 • 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 30:>/636-7671 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 

Mar~ Brecheen/Faulkner 

Enrichment p:,~on 
Seminar 
1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 

MAY 6-7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 
N.E., 30328 

MAY 13-14- Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 
Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 

JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/o Joseph Shulam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24-25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111 , Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
OCTOBER 14-15-York, NE, (402) 362-4441 , Ext. 263, York College, 68467 
NOVEMBER 11-12-Tulsa, OK, (9 18) 627-3201, Park Plaza church of Christ, 5925 East 51st 

Street, 74135 
DECEMBER 2-3-Paducah, KY, (502) 443-6206, Broadway church of Christ, P.O. Box 7315 

(2855 Broadway), 42001 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Carl Brecheen 
visiting 

Jordan (Petra)-Holyland-Greece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos-Rhodes-Crete--Santorini 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner 

Optional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEEN$ 

or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Enzor Tours 
P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

589 12-2-81 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

\ \ It I 

lt - -
". ' 1'1 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Di rector 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

Order by Phone Toll-free 
1-800-8 7 4-1804 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 • IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ In 
securing $11,541,500! Included are: 

Central 
Church of Christ 

Wichita, KS. 
$500.000 
Wimberly 

Church of Christ 
Wimberly, TX 

$190.000 
Metropoli tan 

Church o f Christ 
Ft. Wor1h, TX. 

$100,000 
Soulhside 

Church ol Christ 
Seattle, WA. 

$70,000 
14th Street 

Church o f Christ 
West MemphiS, AR. 

$100.000 
Hermitage 

Church of Christ 
Hermitage, TN. 

$325.000 

Franklin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heights 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids, MI. Mattapan, MASS. Houston, TX Winston-Salem, N.C. 
$225,000 $130,000 $1,350,000 $300,000 

Sycamore View Belmont Central Tempe 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis, TN. Pueblo, CO. Amarillo, TX. Tempe. AZ. 
$600,000 $206,000 $1,400,000 $1 12,500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix, AZ. Houston. TX. Alvin, TX. 
$100,000 $915,000 $150,000 $57.000 

Southwest North Davis Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo, CO. Arlington, TX. Long Beach, CA. Cenlralla, MI. 
$350,000 $250,000 $45,500 $90.000 

lo la Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver, CO. Centreville, IL. West Memphis, AR. Dallas, TX. 
$100,000 $350,000 $100,000 $270,000 

Church of Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
in Grand Junction Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction, CO. Knoxville, TN. Albany, GA. McComb, MS. 
$360,000 $200,000 $625.000 $165,000 

Church of Christ 
Forney, TX. 

$55.000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 



NOT FOR SALE 
If any preacher, elder, teacher, 
preacher-school, Christian 
college, or anyone who thinks he 
cou ld make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE THINGS 
SPEAK (Hugo McCord}, send 
your name and address to the 
Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 
610, Austin, TX 78767. The Scott 
J,ittle_free __ Book Trust. 

DO YOU 
Want .oPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study with sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that . is 
thoroughly Bible -cen tered and 
academically excellent? 

M;9Mif~i 
Bible College 
P. 0 . Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39"090 
Phone (601 )' 289 -2896 

BOOKS 1n-~~ 

EXPOSITORY PREACHING AND 
TEACHING, HEBREWS. Owen 
L. Crouch. College Press, 454 pp. 
$9.95 

A helpful tool for use in personal 
st udy and expository preaching. 
Twenty-three outlines with 
accompanying expository thoughts 
lend themselves to a stimulation of 
interest in this Hebrew letter. 
Expository preaching finds needed 
encouragement from this refreshing 
work. 

PREACH THE WORD. Charles R. 
Gresham. College Press, 186 pp. 
$3.95 

This "how to" book places emphasis 
on expository preaching. More than a 
dozen writers lead one into the rich 
fi e ld of expository preaching. 
Valuable samples and insights to this 
approach to preaching are set forth in 
an appealing fashion. Any one of 
several chapters is worth the cost. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Alfred Lee, Director of Academics Jimmy Wood, Director of Development 

(214) 626-7716 

AIJ.. ... Cl.no~N.. Undergraduate 

(' h I r n I & Graduate 
.Jc oo o 1\efigion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Sc:hOiafJh•DS A"'•''•OI• F01 FtJI/ ' '"'• Sruatnts 0t1 Mam C•m.ous 

Gl lto;Ho ... .a Ott C•mpus PJoo,•ms A.,••l•bl• 

Call Collect tor Or. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 2n·3510 

11020 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery. AL 3e117 

When Visiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 588·1982 588·1983 588-1984 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS 
CONCERNING ARTICLES 

FOR PUBLICATION 

Since we began editing the FOUNDATION we 
have received numerous questions concerning our 
policy on articles submitted for publication. The 
most often asked question is, "Do you accept articles 
written by anyone other than your editorial staff?" 
BY ALL MEANS, YES. We welcome articles from 
faithfu l men who are ab le to prepare a quality text 
for publication. In the future we shall present a 
detailed "writer's guidelines" for those who are 
considering submitting articles. For the present the 
following should be carefully followed. 

typed, double spaced, and no longer than 3 to 4 
pages. At least l \.4 inch margins should be left so that 
there will be room for editing. The longer the article 
the less chance it has of being published. Shorter 
articles, written with careful wording in mind are 
much in need. We are especially in need of articles on 
basic Bible teaching. We desire Bible lessons 
presented in a positive foremat. For 
standardization, a ll scripture references should be 
either the King James or American Standard 
Version. A close examination of articles a s they 
appear in the FOUNDATION should serve to 
instruct one as to how a manuscript should be All articles submitted to the FOUNDATION 

should not be sent to other papers. We desire to 
present to our readers fresh materia l. They should be 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 

prepared. 
- Editor 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ....................... ·. $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 
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Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic &t foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding University, Box 839, Searcy, Arlc. 72143 

21 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
Ot~er 300 Stock Plaru Ready 1o Meel Your Need• 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448·3557. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Mtnaatry wortla wttll taitllful congregations of tile 
cllurcllea ot <::!rial wnose members on military inllallalions 
worldWide are watung to lleiP rour loved ones - u Iller ~~ave 
helped witll 1110 aplrllual anel l)llraical neeels ot tllounnels ol 
olllera during 1110 pall live roars. Tllta service ia freel 

Senel name, complete aCICiroaa, pllono anel military inatallalion, 
anclsplrltu&l c:onelttlon, If known along wltll rour name anel aei
Cirosato: 

~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Well Monroe. Louisiana 7151 

----------------------~~~~~~~--------------------.-J 
America MW&ar;y Evaa1elbllll Natioa 

THE GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
presents 

THE SECOND ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
''THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR'' 

November 6-10, 1983 
2842 Shelby Street - Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

(317) 784-9480 
SCHEDULE Qf LECTURES 

SUNDAY Nov. E> 
10:00 A.M.- John Priola 
11:00 A.M. - Ira Rice, Jr. 

7:00P.M.- Mac Deaver 
8:00P.M.- Roy Deaver 

MONDAY. Nov. 7 
9:00 A.M. - Melvin Elliott 

10:00 A.M. -James Davis 

11:00 A.M.- 1 :00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M.- Fred Davis 
2:00 P.M. - Bob Jent 
3:00 P.M. - Virgil Hale 
7:00P.M.- Garland Elkins 
8:00P.M.- Bill Cline 

TUESDAY. Nov. B 
9:00A.M. - Tom Bright 

10:00 A.M.- Ben Vick 

11 :00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 

1 :00 P.M. - Dean Buchanan 
2:00P.M.- Harry Darrow 
3:00P.M.- Lindsey Warren 

The Parable of the Sower 
Counting the Cost 

The Marriage Feast 
The Two Sons 

The Two Builders 
The Unmerciful Servant 

LUNCH 

The Good Samaritan 
Laborers in the Vineyard 
The Unrighteous Steward 

The Prodigal Son 
The Great Supper 

A Parable of Watchfulness 
The Parable of the Leaven 

LUNCH 
The Friend at Midnight 
The Parable of the Net 
The Rich Fool 

7:00P.M.- Thomas Warren The Barren Fig Tree 
8:00P.M.- Dan Jenkins The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

and The Pearl of Great Price 
HOUSING: Leonard Estes (317) 271-6717 . 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 

WEDNESDAY Nov. 9 
9:00A.M.- Wally J<irby 

10:00 A.M. -Jimmy Thompson 

11:00A.M. -1:00P.M. 

1 :00 P.M. - Walter Pigg 
2:00P.M. -Jeffery Stevenson 
3:00P.M. - Charles Pugh 
7:00P.M. -Joe Gilmore 
8:00P.M.- Buster Dobbs 

THURSDAY, Nov.10 
9:00A.M.- Garland Robinson 

10:00 A.M.- Leon Cole 

11:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
1:00 P.M.- Terry Varner 
2:00P.M.- Phil Dunn 
3:00P.M.- Grady Miller 

7:00P.M.- Max Miller 
8:00P.M.- Andrew Connally 

The Pharisee and the Publican 
The Unjust Judge 

LUNCH 

The Elder Brother 
The Lost Coin 
The Unprofitable Servant 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
A Picture of the Judgment 

Looking for Chief Seats 
The Two Debtors 

LUNCH 
The Lost Sheep 
The Faithful and Wise Steward 
The Ten Virgins 
The Parable of the Tares 
The Parable of the Talents 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED EACH DAY BY THE LADIES OF 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS 

Fred Davis, Director 

ELDERS: 
Don Allison - Alvin Cook - Eart Dobbs - Robert Jent 

TRANSPORTATION: Kenneth Parsley (317) 787·7340 
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THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant ?Y2" x 12" 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
CoUege Press 

$29.95 

~!t-

~·t' I 

~!t-
THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

• Seven volumes in one 

Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November 1 , 1983 

Only 

S24.95 

~~ 

~t' 

~!t-

~!t' 

~!t' AUXAIID£Jl CAMPBEll 

• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 
Birle as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

r---------------------------
YES, Send me THE CHRISTI AN BAPTIST 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm Jlfounhution Jubiis~ing ~ouse, ~nc. 

P. 0 . Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 Please send me TH E CHR ISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of $24.95 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

$29.95 plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1 -800-8 7 4-1 804 

Name ________________________________ ___ 

Address --------------------------------

Signature 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGATION seeking retired 
minister ... who is not ready ro retire, but would like ro 

continue class teaching wi th emphasis on personal work. 

Nice house furnished. Must have own income. If interested 
write to Elders: Iowa Park Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 520, 

Iowa Park, Texas 76367 or phone (817) 592-5415. 

COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hond regularly a supply of 

fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
smoll carton and three of these cartons to 
the Iorge corton--oll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should hove on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price : Lorge corton, each, $3.00, 
plus $1.50 postoge and handling. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 Y EARS 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preacher.1, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Llders and Deacous 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UDIES 
8900 Mi'lnchaca Road, Austin , Texas 78745 or Cal l (512) 282·2486 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
WANnD: Minister for small congregation located in central 
Texas. Above average building and house. Apply by resume only 
to Church of Christ, Box 544, Rosebud, Texas 76570. 

Advertfalng in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especlal17 to Accommodate congrea-atlona 

EVANGELISTIC CHURCH seeks Biblically sound missionary to 
begin Aut. 1, 1984. Work with us 2years alongside pulpit mlnlster 
in all areas, then we will fully support in a city in U.S. Must be able 
to work well with all age groups. Submit resume including recent 
family j)idure, experience, references, and sermon tape 
(optional), as soon as possible to Church of Christ, 11100Chestnut 
St., Cosllocton, Ohio 43812. Call 1-614-622-5461 for more 
information. 

advertlaing meeting places, preachers seddng work or congregatlona aeeklne preachers. Al1o other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

1 (808) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 
FORT HOOD - KILLEEN, TEXAS 

t;outhslde Church of Christ 1605 S. Trlm
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
SU-6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
P.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
OBA.THAM, N • .J., Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-636-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W; Hall. 
Sunda)t classes, 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4888. Vblitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA. Y AREA. SOIIOOL OF PREA.OBJNG 
11800 DubUD Road 

Pleaaamtou, California 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

A"rl"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01-' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 803'-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVER. COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD OBUROD OF OIIR.JST 

455 So •. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
i'ranalatlon for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 MoniROmery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27tiLSt.. . Lubbock. .TIL1!M11.. 
ALA.SKA. - ANCHORAGE OlllJROB OF 
OBRJST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814. Anchorage, Alaska 99610. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 
O:V ANSVILLE, IND.. 220G E. Moraau A. ve .. 
u.s. 400 East Oppo•lte K-Mnrt. Offlc., 4ff· 
52ft, Dobby Wade. MID. 4f0-40S6, 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE~wrlte for freo 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent christian with wide range of ex~lence 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himSelf) has develoP.Cd a ministry to aid In the restoration 
of New Testament churCh order. Practical and sensible Ideas 
deeolv rooted In God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
conBJ'esatlon and her organization, unity, and work. 

FOr more Information rnduding resume write or caU Charles 
GrihimL Box 1985_. RlchardsonJ Tx •. 750'-L Tel. (21<4\369-4361. . 
Revelation complete in 12 Cassette C90 in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' Copyright. Another albun 12-C 90's "Dangers 
Fadng The Home arid Church", $19.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepa1d. Glen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Claremore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 

WANTED: Instructor for the Southwest School of Preac:hlng. 
Send resume to Director, 8900 ~chao Rd., Austin, Texas 
78745. Phone (512) 28~2486. 
Sound, mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
immediately to help your congregation grow. B.A. in Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.T. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURF ISLAND WEST. MEMPt11S, TN 38115. 
Wanted: Preacher for very small congregation in Central 
Pennsylvania. We need a man with experience in helj)ing a 
congregation grow in fellowship and in love for each other so 
that it may reach out to the community. Send resume to 
Huntingdon church of Christ, 1010 Mt. Vemon, Huntingdon, PA 
16652. Call (814) 448-3820. 
PREACHER WANnD: Full time work - small congregation. 
Home, utilities and salary. Send resume to Broadway Church of 
Christ, Box 836, Eden, Texas 76837. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 4, 1983 

Financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice In one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton P~rk, NY 1~065. 
YU)IA, ARIZ., U51 W. 28th St. Sunday 

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
The Church of Christ In Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
':iauell. 
Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed - to provide quality manpower to clean and maintain a 
church buildin_g fadlity and grounds. A healthy semi-retired or · 
retired individual is prefered. A comj)etetive sal~ plus a 
comfortable house and utilities are part of the fob package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualifications, and a 
picture to: Elders, Northwest Church of Christ, 6355 38tn Ave. 
..No-St.J\~tersbwx. FJ..J3Z]O._ 
Church of Christ in Safford, Arizona is in need of a full time 
preacher. Prefer a man with some support. Write us at: 

Church of Christ 
425 Central Avenue 
Safford, Arizona 85546 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER WANTED -To work equal time in 
personal evangelism, education, and youth work. Graduates of 
personal evangelism school with personal work experience will 
be given preference. Preaching only in regular preacher's 
absence. Prefer man aged 28 to 35 lears. Send resume and 
references to: Church of Christ, 319 . Blue Starr., Claremore, 
OK. 74017. Phone: 918/341-0531 

MISSION MINDED CONGREGAnON NEEDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300' lot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9841 .. 

Also there is a 3 bedroom house located drectly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more Information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

APPUCAnONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SKRETARIAI., RRIEf HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKillS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
O]liER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FlUNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school In Nashville this fall, 
please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, ln. 37205. 

INVE8TIGA.TEI The Firm FoUDdatloD 
trlea to acreea advertfllllls. and will uot 
lmowiDgly take queatloDable advertlllllls. 
Out tt Ia the reader's responalbiUtT to ba• 
veatlgate. Like auy other paper, we aome
tlmea unwlttiDSIY ruD AD unworthy acl. 
A.a the old aa7blg pea. before you I.Dvellt. 
IDvu:tJJmteJ 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bell view ChurCh of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M_., Worship 10:9!)~M., 6:00 
-P.M., WedneSday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone455-759S,Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training School,4850 Saufley Road. Pensacola_. 
Florida 325"06, tull 2 year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-453-
3426._ ~Miller Djreaor 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

Let's atl build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Yean $23.00; 3 
Years 533.00. Club Rate- S11.00per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 

. monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 
Send all subscriptions to: Post 

Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-874-1804 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits ''What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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·for Ladies Classes 8v!cL ~~ 'A~~v3s 
8 3.l.not~ 33'}1 3INNOfi S~W 

~::~ts:::-tr8/60_fl33'}1--[?~~~) 
Plcaac acnd me ___ copic.a of 

0 The Wise Woman Knows, S4.80 
0 Meet My Friend David, $4.80 
0 Today's Victorious Woman, Vol. 1, .53.95 
0 Decisions, Vol. 1, $3.95 
0 Rising Above Strife, $4.80 
0 Striving for Holiness, $2.25 

0 The Secret of Hind's Feet , $2.50 
0 Today's Victorious Woman, Vol. 2, S3.95 
0 Decisions, Vol. 2, $3.95 
0 Balance: A Modern Christian Challenge, S4.80 
0 Payment Enclosed 

Please add S 1.25 for postage and handling for orders less than SlO.OO and add 15% for orders more than $10.00. 

Two of the Most Popular Authors 
Meet My Friend David. 

)one M cWhoncr. from the author of 
La 'Thu Cup p.., cornu this study of 
the life of King David. ·1 believe we 
can make David attp out of the pages 
ci the scriptures and truly seem alJve 
to you . ... We11 view the mountain 
peaks of this king'• life, but we11 also 
wom in for a dose. look at some of the 
valleys with their seldom noticed 
evenu.· Pop<r, $4.80 

The Wise Woman Knows. 

Bask Pacur.wn. From the author ci 
Wisely 'Tr•in the Toungrr Wom•n and 
'Th< Wise Wom.n Build. Her Hou.se ia 
the study of what the wise woaan 
muat know in order to be. considered 
wise. Included ia a knowledge of the 
heavenly father, heradf, her oppor· 
tunitiu, her freedom, and her destina~ 
tion. Pll/><T. S•.BO 

Useful Studies for Successful Living 

The Secret of Hind's Feet. 

Sue Hat Bogg•. In this simple 70.pagt 
ttudy the author examines •the 'accrct' 
of living the Christian life 
euccuafully.· A atudy excellent for in· 
dividual atudy, small groups, and 
clusroom atudies ~'"one that, I pr2y, 
will entice you to greate r heighto u a 
Christian th;a.n you have ever rc~c.hcd 
before." Pap<r, S2.SO. 

•-.. 
-l"'"I'Rl\IMl I FOR 

IIOL~'f.!o 

-·--_.. -· 

Striving for Holiness. 

Bobbi< Cromer job<. A uaeful guide for 
those in .. seuch for the true meaning 
of hoUnea.s in their livea ... Hebrewa 
12:4 ~ys: "Strive for peace with all 
men, and for the holiness without 
wruch no one will set the Lord." 
Pll/><T. S2.2S 

Excellent Classroom Studies 

Today's Victorious Woman. 

Volumu I ond 2 
Mn. ).B. Livingston. A two-volume, 
26 Ieason study of ·woman u a Chria· 
tian in every fa.cct of her life." Mrs. 
Livingaton f1r1t e>tabliahea the hvu of 
aeveral biblical women including 
Sarah; Debonh; Mary, the mother of 
Juus; and many more. Pll/><T. $3.9S. 

Decisions. 

Volum" I ond 2 
Sh<l'lic Rowe. A atudy of the =ny 
deciaions facing young Christian gir!a 
todoy. Enmining the lives and deci· 
aiona of auch biblical young women aa 
Dinah, Hagar, and Abigail, the author 
explora the moral5 to be: learned from 
these lives. Mra. Rowe is an ex, 
perienced Bible clasa tucher and an 
accomplished author. Pll/><T. $3.9S. 

Answers to Struggles of Christianity 
Balance: A Modern 
Christian Challenge. 

Anno M . Griffith. Based on a >tudy of 
the '"complete· hfc ofChnst ·he ·grew 
lnttllt ctuolly, phys~e.tly, sptntually, 
and soc~ally . So mu;t i.- · and the 
dcsc.npuon of the w1fc of Proverbs 31 . 
The author strcs.scs the need •to 
stnvc to create a more un1ficd and sup· 
portivc balance between the many 
faceto of personahty.· Pop<r.S•.BO 

Rising Above Strife. 

){ancy Inc: Witt<. A study of how the 
mature Chnsuan woman because of 
her '"umon w tth the Lord ... will not 
be: entangled in the stnfe that ex.1sts 
between some mdivKiuW . . . Pe;lce 
of !l\lnd, ..t"ety, and comfort w 1ll be 
hera: not the ~bsence of troubles, pro· 
blems and worncs, but the ab1hty to 
cope with them." Pop<r. $4.80 



FOR REFc?£t CE 
not to be I 

1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, October 11, 1983 No. 41 

((THIS IS THE DAY WHICH 
THE LORD HATH MADE'' 

Curtis A. Cates 

The first day of the week holds a special significance 
for Christians. The Lord arose from the dead on the 
first day of the week, and early Christians met weekly 
in the assembly upon that day to partake of the Lord's 
supper (Acts 20: 7) and to engage in the four additional 
acts of worship. "The Lord's Day" is never applied in 
God's word to the Sabbath of the Old Testament. "The 
seventh day is a sabbath tmto jehovah thy Godn (Exod. 
20:9), Moses recorded; the Sabbath was not the first 
day of the week. Nor is the Lord's Day termed in the 
Bible the "Christian Sabbath." One might just as well 
speak of "Christian animal sacrifices" as to speak of 
the "Christian Sabbath," for each is a contradiction of 
terms. 

The first day of the week has additional significance, 
not only because our Lord arose that day but also 
because He made it His day. The church of our Lord is 
careful to "do Bible things in Bible ways and to call 
Bible things by Bible names." Though it is true that the 
Lord in a sense made every day, the Bible describes the 
first day of the week as having special, exalted 
significance to the Lord and to His people. The design 
of this article is meticulously to examine the 
statement, "This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it" (Psa. 118:24). Of 
which day speaketh the prophet this? Of every day, or 
of a particular and notable day of the week? 

PSALM 118:22-24 

In the first place, that "day" is described by the 
Psa lmist as follows: "The stone which the bt.tilders 

refttsed is become the head stone of the corner. This is 
our Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is 
the day which the Lord hath made; we wilt rejoice and 
be glad in itn (Psa. 118:22-24). This magnificent psalm 
describes how Christ was to be rejected by His own 
people but exalted by His Father. Our Lord applied 
this reference to Himself (Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10, 
11; Luke 20:17), and Peter applied it to Christ, both in 
a speech before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4: 11) and in a 
letter to "the elect who are sojourners of the 
Dispersion" (I Pet. 2: 7). Several days before the events 
surrounding Matthew 21:42, the children 11Were crying 
in the temple and sayi?Zg, H osa?Z?Za to the So?Z of David 
[Christ];" the Jews vehemently cried to get Jesus to 
hush up the children who were praising Him, bur He 
refused, affirming that they fulfilled Psalm 8:2 (Matt. 
21:15, 16). The day of rejoicing was on the horizon; 
the multitude gave Christ the welcome which the 
rulers refused to extend. 

The Psalmist described certain events which would 
surround the rejected stone's becoming the head of the 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

SELF-DECEPTION 
The thirty-seventh chapter of Jeremiah brings us to the days of 

King Zedekiah who had been appointed over Judah by 
Nebuchadrezzar to reign in the place of Coniah. These were 
troublesome days for Judah because Jerusalem had been under 
siege by the Chaldeans and it would not be long until the city would 
be destroyed. The presence of Pharaoh's army had caused the 
Chaldeans to withdraw and the people had flattering hopes that the 
siege was now over. But the word of the Lord came to them by the 
prophet Jeremiah saying, "Deceive not yourse/ves ... for they shall 
not depart" (Jeremiah 37:9). 

Jeremiah used no dark metaphors. He plainly told the people: 
(I) The Egyptians shall retreat; (2) The Chaldeans shall return and 
renew the siege with more vigor than ever; and (3) Jerusalem shall 
be delivered into the hands of the Chaldeans. But people have 
always had a difficult time accepting truth, especially when it did 
not agree with their emotions and preconceived ideas. This was the 
case with the people in Jeremiah's time. They could not accept the 
fact that the time would come when Jerusalem would be destroyed . 
They were told that if the Chaldeans were defeated and had only 
wounded men left, even those would rise up and destroy the city.for 
it was God's decree that Jerusalem be torn down. 

"We humans have a nack for expecting 
the facts to verify our opinions .... " 

The Lord said, "Deceive not yourselves ... '"'Yourselves" is a key 
word. Even Satan, the great deceiver, could not deceive us if we did 
not permit it. It is this writer's conviction that most men are self
deceived simply because they have chosen to be. Our beliefs are 
often inconsistent. Our will and feelings have a great influence over 
us, and it is a fact that not everyone contemplates things in the 
white light ofTRUTH.-Therefore, as far as we permit our vision to 
be blinded by ignorance, distorted by lust, or influenced by 
passion, we deceive ourselves. 

How many who approach a problem with preconceived notions 
ever find the truth? We humans have a nack for expecting the facts 
to verify our opinions, and we contrive to make them do so by 
ignoring what will not agree with facts and by selecting for 
consideration only that which is favorable to our position. We have 
even seen preachers practice this when doing research on some 
difficult, controversial issue. Perhaps we would not be out of place 
to recall an old cliche which states, ''Figures don't lie but liars do 
figure. " This can easily be traced in the history of religious 
delusions. 
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Men readily form their creeds according to 
inclination. They drop unpleasant ideas as though 
there was no such thing as a standard of truth. It is 
sad but true that they go to the Bible for 
confirmation of their own views rather than for 
instruction. Often they have eyes to see only the text 
which suits their ideas. Such is a way of destruction 
for only by adherence and submittion to divine 
revelation can we be saved from religious, self
deception. 

Self-deception is disloyal to truth. We are under 
obligation to know the truth (Jn. 8:32), and to obey 
the truth (Matt. 7:21). Anyone who refuses to know 
the truth is blind and will never have sight until he 
changes his attitude toward the word of God. 

Self-deception is also dangerous to our own souls. 
Facts remain unchanged regardless of the fanciful 
notions we may have about them. I may not like 
referring to rabbits as "rabbits." I may insist on 
calling them "mink" but that would not change the 
fact that they are rabbits. I may take the fur from my 
so called "mink" and have a beautiful coat made. 
People may laugh at me and my "rabbit/ mink" 
fantasy, but when I try to sell them my "mink" coat 
for $15,000.00 all laughter will cease. Calling rabbits 
"mink" doesn't alter the facts regardless of my 
notions. Never mind how serious I am. Forget my 
background or what people may have said to me. I 
am still wrong in calling rabbits "mink." We all need 

"This ~s the Day Which the Lord Hath made" 
(Continued from Page 1) 

corner. First, those who enter God's house would pass 
through "gates of righteousness" (vv. 19, 20), 
bespeaking the necessity of worshippers putting away 
sin in order to have communion with a holy and 
righteous God (Hab. 1:3; Psa. 11:4-7; Isa. 35:8; Matt. 
7:13, 14). The "gate of the Lord" (v. 20) is reminiscent 
of where Jacob met the Lord and was afraid, 
saying, "How dreadful is this place! This is none other 
tba1z the house of God, atzd this is the gate of heaven" 
(Gen. 28:17 ). Second, the worshippers would praise 
the Lord of their salvation within the spiritual temple, 
having entered through the gates (v. 21) and therein 
being united with their Savior (II Cor. 5:17 -19; Rom. 
12:5; I Cor. 12:12, 13). Third, the builders would be 
indicted for rejecting the very stone who would be 
exalted to a place of prominence (v. 22). Isaiah 
affirmed regarding this metaphor that whereas those 
.. that ruled tbis people that is in ]erusalern" would 
scoff at the Christ, .. tberefore tbus saitb tbe Lord 
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to learn that the truth will rise up and judge us in the 
last day (J n. 12:48). 

Saul of Tarsus was a self-deceived man for he said, 
"I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" 
(Acts 26:9). If Saul had not learned and submitted to 
divine revelation he would have been lost. No matter 
what he thought; no matter how good he felt about 
what he was doing; his conduct was not in harmony 
with the law of God and he was wrong. 

Jesus painted a graphic picture of the self
deceived in Matthew 7:22-23 when he said, "Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord did we not 
prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out 
demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. "Only casual 
observation should impress us with the fact that 
multitudes travel the way of the self-deceived. 

We are told that it is possible for a man to follow a 
lie so long that finally he believes that which he knew 
to be a lie to be the truth. This is sad in any area of 
life, but for one to deceive himself with regard to 
matters of eternal value is nothing short of 
ridiculous and foolish. Men need to give heed to the 
truth, to the facts just as they are and thereby heed 
the injunction given by God in the long ago when he 
said, "Deceive not yourselves ... " 

• 
Jehovah, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner-stone of sure 
foundation: he that believeth [that is, the one who 
trusts, rests in this foundation] shall not be in haste" 
(Isa. 28:14-16). This would be for a sanctuary for the 
obedient but would be "for a stone of stumbling and 
for a rock of offence to both the houses of lsrael, ... and 
many shall stumble thereon, and fall, and be broken, 
and be snared, and be taken" (Is a. 8:14, 15 ). The Jewish 
leaders would be truly incompetent as builders of the 
sanctuary, the church. Fourth, the Lord would 
accomplish this reversal, and the righteous would 
marvel at its accomplishment (v. 23). And, fifth, the 
day of its accomplishment would be "the day which 
the Lord hath made," bringing great rejoicing and 
unspeakable delight (v. 24)! Though sacred writ 
points out that God made each of the seven days of the 
week, this passage differentiates between these days of 
the week and "the day which the Lord hath made." Of 
which day may one use this description? 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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"This is the Day Which the Lord Hath Made" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

MATTHEW 21:42-44 

In the second place, Jesus foretold of that "day., 
when He condemned the chief priests and elders of the 
Jews. Having given the parable of the "wicked 
husbandmen," which accused and condemned them 
for rejecting and killing the Son of God (Matt. 21:33-
41), Christ quoted the reference in Psalm 118. "jesus 
saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, 
The stone which the builders rejected, The same was 
made the head of the corner; This was from the Lord, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. Therefore say I unto 
you, The kingdom of God shall be taken away from 
you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. And he that falleth on this stone shall be 
broken to pieces: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will scatter him as dust" (Matt. 21:42-44). 

Several observations from this text are appropriate. 
One, though the leaders would kill the Son (v. 39}, He 
would arise from the dead and then destroy His 
enemies (v. 44). "Whydidthe Gentiles[Romans] rage 
[against Christ], And the peoples [Jews] imagine vain 
things" (Acts 4:25)? They "killed the Prince of life,· 
whom God raised from the dead; ... But the things 
which God foreshowed by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he thus 
fulfilled" (Acts 3:15, 18). Two, the Stone which God 
had prepared for the foundation and cornerstone -
the major part of the structure, the spiritual building 
- the husbandmen rejected. However, God would 
place Him at "the head of the corner ... The very tree 
upon which our Lord was crucified, unbeknownst to 
them, would constitute the very foundation of the 
church (Matt. 16:16-18; Rom. 1:4; Acts 2:22-24, 31-
33; 3:17, 18; Isa. 66: 19; Jno. 12:31, 32; I Cor. 3: 11). 
Some have likened this metaphor to a stone's having 
been cut at the quarry, put aside by the architect for the 
purpose of binding the two walls together but 
discarded by the builders as being unsuitable for the 
temple; however, the stone became one on which the 
whole superstructure depended. Whereas the Gentiles 
in the Mosaic Age were "alienated" and "strangers" 
from God's covenant, tthaving no hope and without 
God in the world," they are "Now in Christ 
]esus ... Made nigh in the blood of Christ ... So then ye are 
no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, 
being built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ jesus himself being the chief corner 
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stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed 
together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord" 
(Eph. 2:11-22)._Three, the chief priests and Pharisees 
would fall on the stone [Clirist] and be broken (v. 45). 
After .referring to and quoting Isaiah 28:16, Peter 
characterized the "stone of stumbling" and "rock of 
offence" as stumbling "at the word, being disobedient" 
(I Pet. 2:8). The antithesis of the Pharisees, who were 
disobedient, is those who obtained mercy, an "elect 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God's own possession,·" they had come '~out of 
darkness into his marvellous light" (I Pet. 2:9). Four, 
though the Jews had been God's chosen people, God 
would now reject the nation of Israel and begin ruling 
through the Messiah over His spiritual kingdom, the 
church. Through Christ's death on the cross, the law of 
Moses would be taken out of the way, and God's people 
would be free to marry another- Christ (lsa. 65:15; 
Jer. 31:31-34; Col. 2:14; Rom. 7:4; II Cor. 3:1-18). 
Whereas the law of Moses had divided between the 
Jews and Gentiles (Lev. 20:22-26), they would now be 
united in the one body (Eph.2:14-16), the church (Col. 
1:18; Eph. 1:22, 23). What a marvel! 

ACTS· 4:8-12 

In the third place, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, 
stated of that day, rrye rulers of the people, and elders, 
if we this day are examined concerning a good deed 
done to an impotent man, by what means this man is 
made whole,· be it known unto you all, and to all the 
people of Israel, that in the name of jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, even in him doth this man stand here before 
you whole. He is the stone which was set at nought of 
you the builders,· which was made the head of the 
corner. And in none other is there salvation: for 
neither is there any other name under heaven, that is 
given among men, wherein we must be saved" (Acts 
4:8-12). The day before Peter and John were placed on 
trial by the Sanhedrin, these two apostles had healed a 
lame beggar. The great success of Peter's message on 
the occasion eventuated in their being arrested. The 
next day, they were asked, "By what power, or in what 
name, have ye done this" (v. 7)? 

The following truths are evident. For one thing, 
Peter and John were inspired, not having to "meditate 
beforehand how to answer: for I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be 
able to withstand or to gainsay" (Luke 21:14, 15). For a 
second thing, they quickly assumed the attack and 
preached the gospel to the Sadducee judges, quoting 
Psalm 118:22, a well-known Messianic prophecy, as a 
proof-text relative to Christ's sufferings and death and 
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relative to His reigning as King over His kingdom. 
For a third thing, the Apostles were giving their 
testimony as witnesses; it was by the authority of 
Christ, whom the Jewish leaders had killed and whom 
God had raised, that the lame man walked after more 
than forty years of malady. Never did the Lord intend 
that all His people should "testify" and "give their 
witness!" One attempting to do so must give proof 
that he was chosen and is qualified to be a witness 
(Acts 10:38-43 ). Otherwise, let him relate the 
testimony of the chosen witnesses. The apostles and 
others had seen the evidence of Christ's having been 
elevated to God's right hand (Acts 2:29-33); the 
promise made to David that his spiritual seed would be 
raised to sit upon his throne had been fulfilled (Acts 
2:34-36). Christ's warning of Matthew 21:42-44of the 
soon fulfillment of Psalm 118:22 had indeed taken 
place; the Jewish leaders had killed Christ, and God 
had elevated Christ to the head of the church. For a 
fourth thing, the physical nation of Israel cannot be 
God's chosen people today; in rejecting Christ, 
without whom their building could never be built, they 
brought spiritual ruin upon themselves. They are no 
longer His chosen people; the church is the only 
children God has today (Gal. 3:26-29; Gal. 6: 16; Rom. 
2:28, 29; I Pet. 2:9, 10). For a fifth thing, between 
Matthew 21 and Acts 4 Christ had become the head
stone of the corner and the foundation· stone of the 
church. The kingdom, or church, had its beginning on 
Pentecost of Acts 2 (Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; Col. 
1:13, 14; Heb. 12:28; Rev. 1:9). Christ could not have 
become the foundation of the church before He was 
tried (Isa. 28:16; Heb. 5:8, 9); He could not have been 
King at God's right hand before He ascended; and He 
could not be a King without a kingdom. Thus, He 
became both King and Foundation on Pentecost of 
Acts 2. In the sixth place, salvation is not to be found in 
any church of human origin, for there is salvation in no 

other name than Christ. Only in Christ's church is He 
the Foundation and Chief Corner Stone. In the seventh 
place, if Christ is the foundation and chief corner stone 
of that kingdom prophecied in the Old Testament, the 
church cannot have been established as a 
"parenthesis," or after-thought, awaiting the 
establishment of the kingdom yet in the future. 
Furthermore, how can Christ be reigning now if the 
kingdom is future? In the eighth place, since Pentec~st 
was always on the first day of the week, since Christ 
was made the head of the corner when He began 
reig~ing over the kingdom, since He began reigning 
on Pentecost, and since "the day which the Lord hath 
made" would be the day Christ became the head of the 
corner, the necessary implication is that "the day the 
Lord hath made" is the first day of the week. 

The astute disciple of the Lord can have a keen 
appreciation for· the fact that New Testament 
Christians have always met upon the first day of the 
week to partake of the Lord's Supper, remembering 
His death for mankind. Beginning at Pentecost, the 
apostles and all other Christians have met every first 
day of the week to remember Christ's body and blood 
and to show forth His death till He come (Acts 2:42; 
Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11). No wonder the first day of the 
week is a time of special rejoicing; no wonder the day 
of the Lord's resurrection is termed the "Lord's Day" 
(Rev. 1:10). He made it His day. And, man's eternal 
destiny - eternal salvation or eternal destruction -
hangs on what his attitude is toward that "name" and 
toward "the day which the Lord hath made." Will you, 
dear reader, rejoice and be glad in it? 

Director, Memphis School of 
Preaching 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 • 

''BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS'' 

The church of God and Christ is a 
spiritual kingdom. Our warfare is not 
carnal, but spiritual. "For though we 
walk in the flesh, we do not war after 
the flesh: for the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds"(II Corinthians 10:3,4). 

The kingdom of Christ is a peaceful 
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Garland M. Robinson 

kingdom, its citizens are 
"peacemakers". Since God is a God of 
peace (Romans 16:20), since Christ is 
the prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6) and 
since the gospel is a gospel of peace (I 
Corinthians 7: 15), it only stands to 
reason that all ·.subjects of the 
kingdom must be peaceful. Jesus said 
"Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of 

God" (Matthew 5:9). 

As New Testament Christians, we 
are to follow the footsteps of the 
prince of peace. "Let us therefore 
follow after the things which make for 
peace ... " (Romans 14:19). uq it be 
possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with ~~~-~en" (Ro!J!am~ 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"Blessed are the Peacemakers" 
(Continued from Page 5) 

12: 18). Peace is an attribute of Christ 
and God our savior. We cannot be his 
child without sharing this same 
character. 

Christ taught peace. We ought to 
work to keep peace. We ought to seek 
to· make peace wherever peace is lost. 
"And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make 
peace" (James 3: 18). An admonition 
given to the church at Ephesus was 
that they endeavor "to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace'' 
(Ephesisans 4:3). However, peace at 
any price which ignores Bible truth is 
not true peace. The inspired James 
further teaches: "but the wisdom that 
is from above is first pure then 
peaceable ... , (3: 1 7). Notice the order 
in which peace comes. It only comes 
after purity! When there is no purty in 
life or doctrine, there can be no peace. 

Jesus never for one minute 
compromised the truth for the sake of 
peace. We read where manv of 
Christ ·s disci pies turned away and 
walked with him no more because of 
uhard sayings" but he did not run 
after them to say he was sorrv. He 
simply turned to the twelve to ask if 
they also would go away (John 6:66, 
6 7). Peace at any price usually turns 
out to be cruel slavery. "God is not the 
author of confusion, but of peace'' (I 
Corinthians 14:33). 

The peace that Jesus offers is 
different from that the world gives 
(John 14:27). The world thinks peace 
is contentment (everything you need 
at a lake cottage). True peace is only 
to be found when we have peace with 
God and self in freedom from sin. 
Philippians 4:7 speaks of the peace 
that "passeth all understanding." 
True peace is a blessed possession, we 
cannot guard it too closely. 

The devil 's aim is to keep the 
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church in contention. Some are: 
quarrelsome, troublemakers, 
contentious, factious, peevish, 
bickering and cantankerous. But if 
you are a peacemaker, such things as 
these would be impossible. God hates 
division and discord (Proverbs 6: 19). 
The Lord's intention is for men to be 
at peace with one another as brothers 
in Christ. 

We are peacemakers when we: love 
the lost enough to preach the gospel 
to them, refuse to be provoked to evil 
by ungodly men, show an eager 
willingness to forgive men who sin 
against us, have an attitude and 
behavior toward those around us so 
as to avoid any unnecessary offenses. 
A peacemaker is one who is actively 
engaged in bringing peace and calm 
and quiet to his family, community 
and nation. He is one who had rather 
suffer injury than to inflict injury · 
upon others. So let us be peacemakers 
as faithful children of God and not 
peace breakers. 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 

HOW WOULD WE JUSTIFY IT? 
(Jer. 44:15-19) 

James W. Clark 

INTRODUCTION: 
We are admonished to be ready to give an answer, a 
reason for our hope (I Peter 3:15). If someone from 
another land who knew nothing of the church came in 
and asked questions, why would we say what we would 
about our practice? Look at Jeremiah 44 and see what 
some did say. This is Jeremiah's last sermon. The 
weeping prophet has become what God said he would 
(Jer. 1:18-19): He points to their past, present, and 
punishment to come (v. 58). Here is what they were 
doing. Then in verses 15-19 they give their reasons to 
justify what they are doing. 

I. IT IS WHAT WE PREFER. (v. 17) 
1. We will certainly do what goeth out of our own 

mouth. 
2. This is what we want to do. 
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3. Amos 4:4-5- This is what you like. 
4. Like supermarket basket. 
5. "This is our choice, our preference." 
6. Jer. 17:6 - "Every man did that which was right 

in his own eyes." 
7. We wouldn't think like that, would we? 
8. That would make every man a law unto himself. 

II. IT HAS BEEN A PRACTICE FROM THE PAST. 
1. "As we have done". 
2. This came from the practice of others. 
3. This is nothing new by any means. 
4. This means tradition is on our side. 
5. Would you say that justifies it? If not, where would 

you say the fallacy is? Wouldn't you say you used 
the wrong standard when you first started? 
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III. OUR PARENTS PRACTICED THIS. 
1. That has strong emotional appeal. 
2. John 4:20-24. That woman used the same reason 

but it did not justify. 
3. We wouldn 't question that they did just that, but 

would that justify it? 
4. We wouldn't allow a thing to have any more 

authority than this, would we? Trace it back 
through the fathers and somebody's forefather 
went wrong (v. 8). 

IV. WE HAVE PROMINENT PEOPLE WHO DO 
THIS. 
1. Our kings and princes have done it. 
2. These are the influential people. 
3. Name droppers. 
4. Good that people in high places can and will do 

but it is sad that they are made the standard. 
5. Was it justified? 
6. What would you say? 
7. You know Exodus 20:3-4. Would this set Ex. 20:3-4 

aside? 

V. IT IS POPULAR. 
1. In the cities of Judah and streets of Jerusalem. 
2. Numbers are on our side. 
3. Look at the crowds we have. 
4. You wouldn't deny this for a moment. 
5. I see crowds even today. I see things that a re 

popular. 
6. This is a reason, or is it? 
7. Does the popularity of it and the numbers justify it? 
8. We wouldn 't try that, would we? We know bette r, 

don't we? 

VI. WE PROSPER WHILE DOING THIS. 
1. Look at our fine buildings and rna terial things. 

2. We are affluent. 
3. But d id these come from the "queen of heaven"? 
4. Were they blind to their blessings? Look at Saudia 

Arabia. After all government expenses have been 
met they have a 100 million dollar a day surplus 
are they righteous? Look at Las Vegas and Atlantic 
City's casinos . Are they right? 

6. Nobody here would try to justify it on that basis. 

VII. IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE. 
1. V. 19, V. 25. 
2. Our husband told us we could. 
3. They had their endorsement. 
4. Did that make it right? 
5. Mrs. Neely killed a young girl and said her husband 

endorsed it, Why was she tried? 
6. Lady in Texas led a prayer and said the e lders said 

I could. Where did they get that authority? That is 
an invasion of God's realm. 

7. We wouldn't think these are right because of this, 
would we? 

CONCLUSION: 
We wouldn 't try to justify worship to the queen of heaven 
but would, with Jeremiah, hearken back to God's word 
as a standard. Watch his answer (v. 20-23). (To the law 
and the testimonies.) His appeal is to God's word for he 
knows, as do we, that this alone justifies what we do and 
say. 

P. 0. Box 506 
Athens, Alabama 35611 

(The above se rmon o utline is adopted from a sermon I 
heard William Cline preach in Priceville, Alabama in J une 
1983. JWC.) 
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IN LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 

CHRISTIANITY DID NOT EVOLVE! 
Burton Coffman 

If an a utomobile, without a n attendant or driver 
should suddenly ap pear a t the edge of a great city, and 
then go forward precisely thru jungles of heavy traffic, 
avoidi ng a ll obstacles, making a ll turns, sto ps, slow
downs, accelerations, maneuvers, and adjustments with 
perfect accuracy, moving countless miles to some pre
designa ted dest ination, who could possibly believe that it 
did so without any control or direction? 

Just so, in God's plan of redemption for men, the end 
was anno unced from the beginning; and the total plan 
was carried out to the last infinitesimal detail. It is not 
intelligent to a llege that such a plan evolved , was 
developed , or just happened . No grea ter sla nde r agai nst 
Christian ity was ever made than the a llega tion that it 
"a rose" from the religious experience of the race of men. 

God accomplished the salvation of men without their 
aid in any way, and in spite of their weakness, unbelief, 
and misguided opposition. That salva ti on did not " rise" 
from the crucible of human agony a nd travail. It came 
down to men from the Fat her of Lights, in whom there is 
no shadow of turning. 

Salvation through God in Christ is a concept written 
into the long records of millenniums of human history, 
and so inde libly stamped into the framework of sacred 

institutions that time cannot erode nor malice efface 
them. The Hebrew Scriptures were translated into the 
Greek language a quarter of a millenium before Christ 
was born, and one may still read in them the title deeds of 
the Messiahship of Jesus Christ. The witness of his 
Godhead a re such that they could not possibly have been 
imputed backward into the sacred literature of the past. 
They cannot be accounted for upon any accidental or 
capricious premise. Christ is indeed and in truth, "The 
on ly begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth!" The 
sublime fact of CHRIST and the SALVATION he 
bro ught to man cannot be obscured till every lamp of 
civilization has gone out and every library on earth is a 
heap of rubbish. 

The ancient challenge that J esus hurled in the teeth of 
the Sadducees still stands: 

uSEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, FOR IN THEM YE 
THINK YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY 
ARE THEY THAT TESTIFY OF ME" (John 5:39). 

The only people on earth today who do not believe in 
J esus C hrist are oft wo classes: (I) the wicked (John 3: 19), 
and (2) those who a re ignorant of the overwhelming 
evidence that ha ils him as Saviour and Redeemer of 
Mankind. • 

SUNSET SOBOOL OF PREACHING 
Basic Ministerial Program 

School of Missions-Graduate School 
Adventures in Missions for Young 

People 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

Deaf Missions Program 
Correspondence Training by Extension 
No Tuition-Approved tor Veterans 

Benetite 
contact 

The DJrecto~'728 84th Street 
Lnbbock, TX '79410 

1·806·'792-5101 

NOT FOR SALE 
If any preacher, elder, teacher, 
preacher-school , Christian 
college, or anyone who thinks he 
could make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE THINGS 
SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send 
your name and address to the 
Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 
610, Austin, TX 78767. The Scott 
Little Free Book Trust. 
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• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

\\ It I 

~ - -
,,. ' "' 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Kn ight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 

' 

Contact us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 81 '7-6-&IS-9208 
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Biblical Studies 

PAULINE POINTS PERTAINING TO PRAYER 
I Tim. 2:1-8 

Robert R. Taylor, ]r. 

The first eight verses of I Timothy 2 serve well and 
wisely as the textual foundation for this study. Prayer 
or pray is mentioned in the opening and closing verses 
of this selected text and provides an appropriateness 
for the lesson title. 

FOUNDATIONAL OBSERVATIONS 
RELATIVE TO PRAYER 

We have the Pauline exhortation relative to 
availing prayer in verses 1 and 2. They read, 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of tha1zks, be made for all men; For kings, and 
for all that are i1z authority; that we may lead a 
quiet a1zd peaceable life i1z all godliness and 
ho1zesty. 

Exhortation, encouragement and apostolic 
admonition all undergird this powerful, practical and 
profitable pronouncement from Paul's pen. "First of 
all" does not mean that prayer MUST be our first item 
of worship in an assembly as some have contended. It 
refers to prayer as a momentous matter of priority. 
Prayer is conversing with God. A quartet of terms is 
used. ( 1) Supplications are petitions that touch 
recognized needs. (2) Prayers are simple petitions 
directed to the God of heaven on high. (3) 
Intercessions are intense petitions made in behalf of 
others much like Abrahamic petitions for doomed 
Sodo1n in Genesis 18:23-33. Giving of thanks is the 
gratitude or appreciation expressed in prayers of God. 
These somewhat overlap and yet they are 
comprehensive components for a Christian's prayer 
life. Let it not be forgotten that prayer is the privilege 
of God's children - not Satan's sons and the devirs 
daughters. The latter cannot even say "Our Father'' 
~tcccptably or approvingly for Satan - not Jehovah 
God - is their spiritual father (john 8:44). All men 
arc to be included in our prayers. Inclusive are kings 
(~tny ~tnd all rulers) and those in lesser posts of 
authority under the rn~tjor rulers. Nero, a Inost wicked 
and dcpr~t\'cd 1nan, was then Ernpcror of Ron1c. 
\X1ickcd also were 1nany of his puppet governors over 
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the provinces. Felix is an example of such in Acts 
24:24ff. Yet prayer was to be made for them. Prayers 
are to be prayed with the design that we may lead 
quiet, peaceable and tranquil lives in a twin framework 
of godliness and honesty. 

PRAYERFUL CONCERN FOR SOULS 

This stately section covers verses 3 through 7 and 
reads, 

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour,· Who will have all men to be. 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,· 
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. Whereunto I am ordained 
a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in 
Chri.rt, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and verity. 

Surely if we are to pray for all men, and we are, then 
we must join the Sublime Three, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit, in their continuing, 
consecrated concern for soul quests. What is good and 
acceptable to Deity, the salvation of all, should be good 
and acceptable to us also (v-3).Jehovah's will is for all 
to know truth and be saved (v-4). This verse does not 
fit the Calvinistic mold that calls for the Limited 
Atonement and where provisions have been made 
ONLY for the limited FEW as opposed to the 
unlimited MANY. Jesus is Jehovah's Lamb for the sin 
of the world (John 1 :29). Jesus tasted death for every 
man (Heb. 2:9). Propitiation has been made for the 
sins of the world (I John 2:2). Man has to accept the 
conditions conveyed, the stipulations stated by Deity 
within the Bible- God's word of power to pardon and 
keep pardoned. Defiance of such makes him 
responsible for his own damnation. Deity is not to 
blame at all. At times zealously active brethren who 
are not fully informed have said, "We can take the 
u,oorld for ]estts Christ a11yti11te we get ready!" Not so!! 
Christ and the apostles did not take the world for God 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Pauline Points Pertaining to Prayer 
(Continued from Page 9) 

even in their day. They did not take even the Roman 
Empire. Apostolic preachers did not even take 
Palestine for the Prince of Peace in the first century. 
They did take the gospel to the world (Rom. 10:18; 
Col. 1:23). But most rejected it then even as most do 
today. Three wills are involved in world evangelism. 
(1) There is God·s will. It is set forth here in verse 4. 
(2) There is our will as Christian carriers of truth. Our 
will should courageously coincide the Father·s will in 
this momentous matter. (3) But, also, there is the 
world·s will and this many brethren have ignored. 
More often than not the world·s will is rebellion 
toward redemption, a defiance of Deity and a 
disobedience of gospel demands as reflected in the 
Biblical cases of Elymas (Bar-Jesus) in Acts 13, the 
Athenians in Acts 17, the infidelic Jews of Corinth in 
Acts 18, Festus, Agrippa, Bernice and many unnamed 
dignitaries of Caesarea in Acts 26 and certain of the 
Roman Jewish leaders in the latter part of Acts 28. 

In verse 5 we have three parties pictured - God, 
men and Jesus. God is the offended; man is the 
offender; Jesus is the mediator or the go-between. He 
is the daysmanJob desired and did not have (Job 9:33 ) .. 
Being both Son of God (his Deity) and Son of Man (his 
humanity) he is in perfect position to mediate between 
God and men. Incidentally, this verse kills once and for 
all the Oneness theory. Just as you CANNOT stand 
between yourself and another (try it if you think you 
can) so Jesus could not stand between himself and men 
if he is ALL the Godhead. 

In verse 6 Jesus gave himself as a ransom (price paid 
for redeeming one in bondage) for all. Note the ALL 
-not the limited FEW of Calvinism. He was to be 

testified in due season. The plan of redemption was 
not hastily drafted; in fullness of time he came (Gal. 
4:4). 

In verse 7 Paul refers to his appointment as 
preacher (a herald of good news), an apostle (one 
SENT with full credentials of authority) and a teacher 
(instructor of truth) to the Gentiles. In faith and verity 
or truthfulness Paul fulfilled his apostolic role as 
preacher and teacher to Gentiles with Jews often 
preached to as well as opportunity allowed. 

WHO IS TO DIRECT 
PRAYERS PUBLICLY? 

Paul answers with men in verse 8 which says, "I will 
therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath and doubting." The Greek word 
for men here is NOT the generic inclusive of both 
sexes but is the Greek specific for men as opposed to 
women. In assembled worship, Bible classes that are 
mixed~ in home devotionals with both men and 
women present and in ALL places where both men 
and women are present MEN - not women - are 
the prayer directors. ERA and Women·s Lib forces 
dissent but they are not authoritative. Paul and 
Inspiration are. And this is God·s will exhibited- not 
Pauline prejudice erupting. Paul even restricts males 
who pray. Not all of them may pray. Only men 
morally, spiritually fit to pray may do so. Men with 
holy hands and who are minus wrath and doubtings 
(disputing- ASV) may acceptably and approvingly 
lead public prayers. (A much fuller exegesis is given of 
these verses in my book, STUDIES IN I AND II 
TIMOTHY.) 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 

ffSO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES'' 

After speaking of saving faith 
(Heb. 10:39), the writer of the book 
of Hebrews uses the entire eleventh 
chapter of the book to describe 
saving faith. He defines it (11:1), 
gives examples of it (11:3-31), 
tells of its victories (11:33-35a), 
relates its persecutions ( 11:35b-38), 
then tells of faith approved. He 
begins chapter twelve with the 
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Ernest S. Underwood 

word "Therefore", showing that a 
conclusion is being drawn. That 
conclusion is: "Let us also, seeing 
we are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which 
doth so eaisly beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus the 
author and perfecter of our faith ... " 

In this passage are found many 
great truths. Let us notice some of 
them. 

We learn that God and his 
promises are true. The great cloud 
of witnesses attest to this fact. 
These witnesses had their faith 
approved of God when they obeyed. 
They attest to the fact that true faith 
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in God will be victorious even 
though such faith may indeed suffer 
severe persecution. 

We learn the need of laying 
aside every (any) weight which 
would keep us from running the 
race. Some things, though not 
sinful of themselves, cause men to 

refuse or fail to run the race. Some 
seek material wealth, some 
popularity, others seek power to the 
exclusion of running the Christian 
race. Such deluded souls are lost. 

We note further that there is a 
sin called "the sin", not sins. This 
tells us that one pet sin can keep us 
from effectively following our Lord. 
To the rich young ruler Jesus said, 
"One thing thou lackest" (Mk. 
10:21). The unwillingness of the 
young man to lay aside that one 
thing caused him to turn his back to 

the Lord and walk away. Today 
there are those who are good 
morally, good neighbors, and 
generally fine people who are 
shackled to the prince of demons 
because they refuse to lay aside "the 
sin" which besets them. 

Next we are exhorted "to run 
with patience the race. " We note 
that running implies something on 
our part. In fact, it implies energetic 
action as opposed to slothful and 
indolent service. Patience is also to 

be exerted on our part as we run. 
Surely, Abraham serves as an 
example. For twenty-five years he 
patiently waited for the promise of 
a son. Paul admonished, "And let us 
not be weary in will doing: for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not " (Gal. 6:9) . Peter declared that 
God is not slack concerning his 
promises (II Pet. 3:9). 

Not only are we to run with 
patience the race, but this race is a 
"set" one. It is an appointed one. 
God appoints the race and we must 
run it according to his directions. 
Far roo many wish to "set" their 
own rules and regulations and 
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displace those of God. Such an 
attitude h a s brought about 
denominationalism, anti-ism, and 
liberalism. These actions and 
attitudes are severely condemned in 
the Scriptures. (Cf. Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 
22:17-18). 

Last of all we note that while 
running the race we are co keep 
our eyes on Jesus. We must not let 
worldly pursuits cause us to lose 
sight of our goal. Peter began to 
sink only after he began looking at 
the waves, and not on the Lord. As 
we look to and follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ we can exclaim, as did Paul, 

"I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 
4:13). 

As we run the race let us keep our 
eyes on Jesus, let us loose and lay 
aside all things which would hinder 
our running, let us be encouraged by 
the witnesses who have gone 
before, and let us so run that when 
the race is over we will hear him 
who sets the race say, "Well done!" 

807 Mockingbird Lane 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 • 

8 New Books for Ladies Classes 
::".-... u================forder NO:w! \ 
CICy, S Ult,2.ap --------------- l ~~- -
Pk:uc •end aw __ cop•u ol 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 The Wise Wo man Knows. S-LHO 
0 Mt'Ct My Friend Dav id. S-LHO 
0 ToJay's ViCtor ious Woman. Vol. I. S.\ .95 
0 Dt-cisio ns. Vol. I. S.\.9 'i 
0 Rising A hove Stri fe, S-L!UI 
0 Strivi ng fur Holiness. Sl .l 'i 

0 The Secret of H ind's Feet. 52.50 
0 Today's Vieto rious Woman, Vol. 2, S.\.95 
0 Decisions. Vol. 2, S.\.95 
0 Balance: A Modern Christian C hallcnge, S-1.80 
0 Payment Enclosed 

P lease add S l.lS for postage and handling for orders less than S 10.00 and add 15'/i for orders more than S IO.IXJ. 
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Useful Studies for Successful Living 
The Sc-c rcr or Htnd's Feet . 
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17th ANNUAL GOSPEL 
HOUR SING SONG 

TIL MIDNIGHT, 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS 

DECEMBER 2, 1983 

3,000 Singers Expected 

The 17th Annual Gospel Hour 
Sing Song, directed byV. E. Howard , 
will be conducted in the College 
Auditorium in Texarkana, Texas, 
Friday night, December 2, 1983, 
beginning a t 7:00 o 'clock. 

Special guests for the annual 
popular singing event will include the 
Harding University A Cappella 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

FIBERGl.ASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FREE 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN M•n•s try • orlls "' ''" ''''" '"'' conor~gal •on• ol l ht 
churches or Chrut whOU rntm~'' on mthla ry tns tallal tons 
w0f1d•ld• a.tt "''' ' '" 0 to httP yout tovtCS ones - as lhtr nave 
netpecs ""''" , ,, •cmuuel anc onys•c• t neeo:s or thousands ol 
others ctuuno 1111 P• SI live yeats Ttu1 StN•te •• lrtt! 

S.nd "•m•. comorete aoattn. phone •no trulltary •nSiallat •on, 
anc:J ·uu11t ua l conOtl •on, tl llnown a long ""' ' " your n ame a nd Ad 
QIIU lO 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Soil 2'000 
West Monroe, Loutstanl 7129\ 

American MIUta.ry Evan,eUzi.DI Natlono 
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Chorus, directed by Dr. Kenneth 
Davis and the Gospelaires, directed 
by B. B. Stevens. Several well known 
s.ong directors, in addition to local 
area directors, will direct the 
assembly of more than 3,000 singers 
in singing gospel songs and hymns. 

This special singing event, under 
the auspices of the Las Vegas Trail 

Church of Christ in Ft. Worth , Texas, 
who oversees the International 
Gospel Hour, will also be heard in 
a bout one-half of the states in the 
nation, by radio. 

Make your plans to be one of3,000. 
Special motel rates will be announced 
in the next issue of International 
Gospel Hour News. • 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGATION seeking retired 
minister ... who is not ready to retire, but would like to 

continue class teaching with emphasis on personal work. 
Nice house furnished. Must have own income. If interested 
write to Elders: Iowa Park Church of Christ, P. 0 . Box 520, 
Iowa Park, Texas 76367 or phone (817) 592-5415. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 501/2687351 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child ca re staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefi ts. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448-3557. 

AJ.b.m. CJr.,;.. Undergraduate 
c I I r /) I & Graduate 
Jchoo o 1\eli:Jion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A. . B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Sci'IOIItlhlt>S Avltllbltt f01 Full T1m• S tudttnls on Matn Caml)us 

01 Apptov~ Oft Campus PtOf}tlmS AVItllblft 

Call Collect for Dr. Ru A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 AtiJinto Highway. Montgomery. AL 36117 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qual ified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information •nd Cat•log Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Tr•il, B•dford (fort Worth). T•xu 76021, Phon•: 817-282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available e -

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Denn 

(214) 526-7715 
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THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant 1V2" x 12" 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
College Press 

S29.95 

r--

+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

• seven volumes in one 

Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November 1, 1983 

Only 

S24.95 

+ 
+ 
+ 
~t-

+ 
'--

• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 
Bible as he attempted to find the Ancient order of r---------------------------

YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST thin 
' 

gs. 
• This valuable book has not been available for over 

140 years. 
• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm Jlfounbntion llfublie~ing ~ouee, ;Bnr ... 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of $24.95 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

$29.95 plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

Name _______________________________________________ _ 

Address -------------------------------------------

Signature 

THE GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
presents 

THE SECOND ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
''THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR'' 

November 6-10, 1983 
2842 Shelby Street - Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

(317) 784-9480 
SCHEDULE Qf LECTURES 

SUNDAY Nov. 6 
10:00 A.M.- John Priola 
11:00 A.M.- Ira Rice, Jr. 

7:00P.M.- Mac Deaver 
8:00P.M. - Roy Deaver 

MONDAY. Nov. 7 . 
9:00A.M.- Melvin Elliott 

10:00 A.M. -James Davis 

11:00A.M. -1:00P.M. 

1:00 P.M.- Fred Davis 
2:00 P.M. - Bob Jent 
3:00 P.M. - Virgil Hale 

7:00P.M.- Garland Elkins 
8:00 P.M. - Bill Cline 

TUESDAY, Nov. 8 
9:00 A.M. - Tom Bright 

10:00 A.M.- Ben Vick 

11 :00 A.M. - 1 :00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. - Dean Buchanan 
2:00P.M.- Harry Darrow 
3:00P.M.- Lindsey Warren 

The Parable of the Sower 
Counting the Cost 

The Marriage Feast 
The Two Sons 

The Two Builders 
The Unmerciful Servant 

LUNCH 

The Good Samaritan 
Laborers in the Vineyard 
The Unrighteous Steward 

The Prodigal Son 
The Great Supper 

A Parable of Watchfulness 
The Parable of the Leaven 

LUNCH 

The Friend at Midnight 
The Parable of the Net 
The Rich Fool 

7:00P.M.- Thomas Warren The Barren Fig Tree 
8:00P.M.- Dan Jenkins The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

and The Pearl of Great Price 
HOUSING: Leonard Estes (317) 271-6717 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 11, 1983 

WEDNESDAY Nov. 9 
9:00A.M. -Wally Kirby 

10:00 A.M.- Jimmy Thompson 

11:00 A.M. -1:00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M.- Walter Pigg 
2:00P.M. -Jeffery Stevenson 
3:00P.M. - Charles Pugh 

7:00P.M.- Joe Gilmore 
8:00P.M. - Buster Dobbs 

THURSDAY, Nov. 10 
9:00A.M.- Garland Robinson 

10:00 A.M. - Leon Cole 

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
1:00 P.M.- Terry Varner 
2:00P.M. -Phil Dunn 
3:00P.M. -Grady Miller 

7:00P.M.- Max Miller 
8:00P.M. -Andrew Connally 

The Pharisee and the Publican 
The Unjust Judge 

LUNCH 

The Elder Brother 
The Lost Coin 
The Unprofitable Servant 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
A Picture of the Judgment 

Looking for Chief Seats 
The Two Debtors 

LUNCH 

The Lost Sheep 
The Faithful and Wise Steward 
The Ten Virgins 

The Parable of the Tares 
The Parable of the Talents 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED EACH DAY BY THE LADIES OF 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS 

Fred Davis, Director 

ELDERS: 
Don Allison - Alvin Cook - Earl Dobbs - Robert Jent 

TRANSPORTATION: Kenneth Parsley (317) 787-7340 
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CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family .......... 0 ••• 0 ••••••••• $154.00 

Single ................. 0 •••••• $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 
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c L A s s· I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate con1rroeeations 

advertisine meetine places, preachers aeeklne work or conereeationa aeekine preachers. Alao other 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt!lism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
1 (803) 086-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

FOU'r HOOD- KILLEEN, TEXAS 
:)outhslde Church ot Christ 1505 S. Trlm-
mier Rd. Terry Harrison, Minister. Phone 
634·6012. Sun. 9:30 & 10:30 A.M. & 6:00 
l'.M., Wed. 7:00 P.M. 
CHA.TIIA.!I, N. J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635·6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St •• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:16: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BA \' AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dubllu Road 

Plensnutou, Cnllfonaln 84500 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH 01•' 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.l\1. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tete.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pnges For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet !914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREA~C""H,.,.IN,......,G-courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends In Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage. Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7684 or 844-5719. 
EV A.NSVILLE, IND.. 2205 E. ltforaau Ave .. 
U.S. 400 Enat Oppoalte K-ltfnrt. Offlee 4'1'1-
52Tl. Dobby Wade, MID, 4f0-40S8. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE8-wrlte for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially Independent christian with wide range of ex~lence 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himSelf) has deVeiOJ)ed a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament churCh order. Praaical and sensible ideas 
deeolv rooted in God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her organtzation, unity, and work. 

For more Information Including resume write or caU Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 
Revelation complete In 12 Cassette C~ in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' COJSyright. Another albun 12-c 90's "Dangers 
Fadn!J The Home and Church", $19.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepacd. Glen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Claremore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 

Sound, mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
immediately to help your congregation grow. B.A. in Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.T. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURE ISLAND WEST. MEMPHIS, TN 3811S. 
Wanted: Preacher for very small congregation in Central 
Pennsylvania. We need a man with experience in helping a 
congregation grow in fellowship and in love for each other so 
that it may reach out to the community. Send resume to 
Huntingdon church of Christ, 1010 Mt. Vernon, Huntingdon, PA 
16652 Call (814) 448-3820. 
PREACHER WANTED: Full time work - small congregation. 
Home, utilities and salary. Send resume to Broadway Church of 
Christ, Box 836, Eden, Texas 76837. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. · 
JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 
,. U !UA, AJUZ., o:u W. ~8th St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed- to provide quality manpower to clean and maintain a 
church building fadlity and grounds. A healthy semi-retired or 
retired individual is prefered. A competetive salary plus a 
comfortable house and utilities are part of the job package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualiftcations, and a 
picture to: Elders, Northwest Church of Christ, 6355 38th Ave. 
No .. St. Petersbur~e, FL 33710. 
Church of Chri~t in Safford, Arizona is in need of a full time 
preacher. Prefer a man with some support. Write us at: 

Church of Christ . 
425 Central Avenue 
Safford, Arizona 85546 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER WANlED - To work equal time in 
personal evangelism, education, and youth work. Graduates of ' 
personal evangelism school with personal work experience will 
be given preference. Preaching only in regular preachers 
absence. Prefer man aged 28 to 35l.ears. Send resume and 

. references to: Church of Christ, 319 . Blue Starr., Claremore, 
OK, 74017. Phone: 918/341-0531. 

MISSION MINDm CONGREGATION NEEDm 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300'1ot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL. 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 

· Jackson, AL. 205-246-51S9, or Carl White, Jackson, AL. 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more Information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MmiNA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type' employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SKRETARIAL. REliEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OJHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FlUNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) S89-n2S (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends),orwriteto 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Let us print the next membership directory of the Lord's Church 
where you worship. Speedy service, reasonable price. Send for 
information and free sample directory. Spangler Church 
Directory Printing Service, P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 88S-5n6. 
Traveling thru Floridal Worship at Alachua Church of Christ, 2 
mi. east of 1·7S,exit (441) between LakeCityand Gainesville. 904-. 
462-3326. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) Los Angeles 90004. Sunday: Classes 
10 AM Worship 11 AM, 6 PM. Ministers: Rohert Blair and Dale 
linwe. Tel. (213) 463-635~. 

Song leaders and Sons Writers. Lend me your ear. 
S. Cosgrove, 1607 McDonald, Midland, T~. 79703. 

FULL . TIME MINISTER WANTED congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 

·Christ, 21J7 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560orcall Phi II Rampey, 
318-367-2820. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENT5-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall, 
please send name, address, and school to West End 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVE8TIGA..TI!ll The 11'11"111 FouudntloD 
trlu to aereeu DdvertlaiD8'o aDd will uot 
kDO\Yin,;ly tnke queatlounble ndvertlaiDIIII:. 
But It Ia the reader'• reapoualbiUty to ID
Yeatlgnte. Like auy other paper, we •ome
tlmea UDWittlugJy ruD liD UDWOrthJ" Del• 
A.a the old anylug ~oea, before you IDTeat. 
luveatl.r:atel 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
3250Ei. Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 45S-7S9S, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola. 
Florida 32506, full2year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-4S3· 
.1426. Max R. Millf'r. nirPrtnr 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

I Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year· per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-874-1804 
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ANNOUNCING 

1984 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(220) 
PANAMA CANAL CRUISE 
Jan. 11-20, 1984 
Visiting Acapulco, Costa Rica, Balboa 
(Panama City), Panama Canal, 
Colombia, Aruba, Curacao 
Escorted by George and Ela Beth Bailey 
and Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(222) 
SOUTH AMERICA 
March 24-April 13, 1984 
Visi ting Colombia, Brazil, Argentina. 
Peru, Ecuador and the Galapalos Islands 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(216) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
April 4-19, 1984 
Visiting Israel. Egypt and Athens 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 

(225) 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 
Presents 
HOLY LAND, EGYPT AND ATHENS 
April 21-May 2, 1984 

(226) 
ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Presents 
SPRINGTIME IN THE ALPS 
May 19-27, 1984 
Including the OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 

(227) 
INDEPTH HOLY LAND STUDY 
TOUR 
June 1-14, 1984 
Escorted by Dr. B. J. Humble 

(228) 
LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 
Presents 
THE BRITISH ISLES 
June 10-23, 1984 
Including 
ENGLAND, WALES AND SCOTLAND 

(229) 
HOLY LAND AND 
OBERAMMERGAU 
June 10-22, 1984 
Including the World Famous Passion 
Play 
Escorted by Harold Taylor and Thomas 
Campbell 

--------CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES FF 10•11.a3 

FLOWLER TOURS a 
13101 PRESTON RD., SUITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

220 222 216 225 226 227 228 229 207 230 231 232 208 233 234 217 

NAM~-------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS ____________________________________________ __ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(207) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
June 10-21, 1984 
Featuring Israel, Egypt and Rome 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 

(230) 
THE BEST OF THE ORIENT 
June 11-19, 1984 
Visiting People's Republic of China, 
Japan and Hong Kong 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(231) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 
ENCHANTED ISLES OF 
HAWAII 
June 20-30, 1984 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maui 
Escorted by Ralph and Margaret Casey 

(232) 
BLUE DANUBE LECTURESHIP 
July 13-28, 1984 
Visating England, France, Switzerland, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
Escorted by Will Goodheer and Other 
Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(208) 
HEART OF EUROPE TOUR 
July 13-26, 1984 
Visating Holland, Germany, Austria, 
Lichtenstein, Switzerland, France and 
England. Includes the Oberammergau 
Passion Play 

(233) 
SECOND ANNUAL 
ALASKA 
July 31-Aug. 10, 1984 
Visating Anchorage, McKinley Park, 
Seattle, Fairbanks, Whitehorse plus 4 
Day Inside Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Ralph Casey 

(234) 
INDIA, SRI LANKA AND NEPAL 
TOUR 
Oct. 4-24, 1984 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(217) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
Nov. 3-18, 1984 
Visiting Israel, Egypt and Athens 
Hosted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 
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"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE LORD 

1983 KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, October 18, 1983 No. 42 

ttBLESSED ARE THEY WHICH DO HUNGER 
AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS'' 

Garland M. Robinson 

Hunger and thirst are perhaps the strongest drives 
within man. One cannot live long without eating and only a 
few days without water. Intense hunger has led to 
cannibalism. An Indian newspaper of March 1983 reported 
of a father and son who had killed and eaten 14 children. 

In Bible times, it was a common figure to use "hunger 
and thirst" to express strong spiritual desires and needs. In 
Christ's sermon on the mount we read: "Blessed are they. 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they 
shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6). The Psalmist said, .. My soul 
thirsteth for God" (Psalms 42:2; 63:1 ). God made us to 
have a longing for heaven. God has made "of 012e blood all 
1zatimzs of me1l ... tbat they should seek tbe Lord if haply they 
might feel after binz, a1ld find bim, though he be not far 
from every one of us" (Acts 17:26-27). When men do not 
hunger and thirst after God, they are without excuse 
(Romans 1:18-20). 

Righteousness and holiness are food for the soul. We are 
what we eat; whether physically or spiritually. When you 
loose your physical appetite you will begin to loose weight. 
When you loose your spiritual appetite, you will begin to 
loose heart. Lukewarmness and absenteeism are caused by a 
loss of spiritual appetite. You will soon fail to: pray, read 
and study the scriptures, attend Bible classes and worship 
with the saints. The seed that fell among thorns "is be that 
heareth the word: and the care of tbis world, and the 
deceitfulhzess of riches, choke the word, a1zd be becometh 
u1zfruitful" (Matthew 13:22). 

We are to desire righteousness with the same intensity as 
a starving man does food or a parched man does water. It is 
evident with many that the desire is not there because they 
are not involved in the work of the church. Perhaps their 
desire for righteousness is like that of the rich young ruler 
who walked away when he determined the price was too 
high (Mark 10:17-22). Maybe your desire is like the man 
that had to go bury his father (Luke 9:5 7-62) or like those 
many desciples who "went back and walked 110 more witb 
bim" because of some "hard sayi1zRs" (john 6:66). 

We are to crave righteousness and holiness. This 
righteousness we crave with "eager desire" and painfully 
feel our want of and eagerly long for it. He is one who has a 
deep longing after righteousness~ goodness, godliness and 
the qualities that belong to heaven - not after wealth, 
honor or worldly fame. 

It is interesting to note that the hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness is in the present tense which means 
continuous action. This longing continues and even 
increases in the very act of being satisfied. One who desires 
heaven will never cease to work the works of God. As we 
never cease being hungry in the physical realm, we should 
never cease longing for righteousness in the spiritual. We 
remember that Jesus is the bread and water of life (John 
6:35; 7:37). 

Are you hungering and thirsting after righteousness? 
Those who truly do, "shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any nzore ... for the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
water" (Revelation 7: 16-17). 

Jesus said of those who truly seek after righteousness, 
"they shall be filled". Ye shall know the will of God and ye 
shall know the truth (John 7: 17; 8:32). 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 
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Editorial. .. 

''FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST'' 

The apostle Paul's attitude toward life, simply yet magnificently 
stated was, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." In the 
twilight of his years he could review his life, look beyond the river 
of death, and in sublime confidence say, while standing on the 
brink of the tomb, "For I am already being offered, and the time of 
my departure is come. I have fought the good fight. I have finished 
the course. I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them 
that have loved his appearing." 

Judging many professed Christians by their fruits - and the 
Saviour did say," .•• by their fruits ye shall know them."- one can 
think of various renderings which might be given to the above 
passage: 

~~For me to live is the world ... " 

HFor me to live is pleasure ... " 

HFor me to live is fame ... " 

For me to live is self-gratification ... " 

·~For me to live is to make money ... '' 

But to each of these we would have to add the solemn ending, 
~~AND TO DIE IS LOSS." 

What a glorious thing it is to lose sight of the world with all of its 
fleeting pleasures, selfish lust, ease and fame and use one's time and 
talents working for the Lord. Such unselfishness brings the 
sweetest, highest joys that can be enjoyed this side of heaven. The 
man who loses sight of self and puts Christ and his kingdom first in 
his life is on the road that leads to true happiness. Observe anyone 
who has put the master first and this will be easily seen. Yet, this 
valuable lesson is not quickly learned. Paul could rejoice in the 
midst of cruel stonings, ship wrecks, false brethren, 
imprisonments, stripes, etc. The joy and sunshine of heaven so 
filled his soul that he could lose sight of the cruel tortures which 
were without. Though confined in a dungeon, his back bleeding 
and his body filled with pain, he still prayed and sang praises to 
God. He was not ready to give God up because he was in the midst 
of opposition. He was not ready to blame God and throw in the 
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towel. Instead, Paul was ready to pay the price no 
matter what it was, for to him to live was Christ. And 
as surely as he was permitted to live, he would live to 
advance the kingdom of Christ. He would live, work 
and be spent for the cause of Christ. Listen to him 
again, "I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit and the bond of peace." 

church soon make if every member could truly say, 
"'For me to live is Christ.' I am going to give my 
talents, my earthly store, my all to honor and serve 
God." What a blessing it would be if every member 
of the kingdom would "present his body a living 
sacrifice" unto God in. order that he might build up 
the kingdom for which Christ died. We should ever 
remember that we are wearing the name of Christ 
and should do nothing that will bring reproach on 
his name. Our aim, our desire, our talents and our 
energy should be used to live for Christ. If we will do 
this then the end will be the glorious gain of eternity 

Brethren,_ what conquest for Christ would the in heaven. 111 
-----------------------------·--------------0------------------------------------------

The Home1 

(About Discipline) 
Jerry Moffitt 

We are going to talk about 
discipline of children, but first let us 
talk about discipline in general. And 
we first have to deal with the 
concept some have that things left 
alone are better than things 
artificially tampered with. There 
used to be a home nearby which had 
two faces. The front yard was 
natural. Weeds, brush, and cacti 
grew at will through uncut grass 
and numerous stones. But the side 
of the house was more classical. 
There beautiful grass was planted 
and cut, and an octagon pool was 
laid out amidst neatly trimmed 
hedges and trees. So, take your pick. 
It reminded me of some in the new 
culture who thought that even 
bathing was wrong, and that people 
should "smell" naturally. I always 
protested, and said my cat even 
knew better than that. 

But revelation reveals that God 
never wanted things to remain in a 
wild, primitive, uncontrolled state. 
God said, regarding our response to 
nature, that we should dress it (Gen. 
2:15), and subdue it (Gen. 1:26; 
Gen. 1:28). Yet, regarding man, 
sotne have argued that since tnan 
was 1nade in the ilnage of God, we 
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should look inward, not outward 
toward change. This contention 
neglects the fact that man FELL: 
"Ali have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23 ). So 
today we are to change from what 
we are to what we shall become: 
"For whorn he foreknew, he also 
foreordained to BE CON
FORMED to the image of His 
Son" (Rom. 8:29). Romans 12:2 
says we are transformed 
( metamorphoo ). The word is the 
one we get metamorphosis from. 
So, like the ugly caterpillar, we are 
to go through a metamorphosis and 
turn into a lovely, enchanting 
monarch butterfly, one with an 

·immaculate picture of Christ on 
each wing. 

But the idea that man is to change 
from what he is to what he is to 
become brings us right around 
again to that word- discipline. The 
word really means instruction 
(verbal or physical), can mean 
chastening, and includes any act 
which brings about a desired 
change. This is important, because 
discipline does more than any other 
thing to effect change. For example, 
in the speech classes I teach, I use 
the following tnethod to make 
students quit bad habits and 
speaking mannerisms. If they say 
"uh" over and over, I load a pistol (a 
cross between a blank pistol and a 
cap gun), and proceed to fire it off 

every time they say "uh." How 
quickly they break the habit! But 
with that background, let us look, 
during the rest of this article, at two 
areas of discipline. Here is the first 
one: 

The Chastening of the Lord 

Notice Hebrews 12:5-13. 

'and ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which reasoneth 
with you as with sons, My son, 
regard not lightly the 
chastening of the Lord, Nor 
faint when thou art reproved of 
him; 6 For whom. the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, And 
scourgeth every son whom he 
receivetb. 7/t is for chastening 
that ye endure; God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what 
son is there whom his father 
cbasteneth not? But if ye are 
without chastening, whereof all 
bave been made partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons. 
Furtbermore, we had the 
fathers of our flesh to chasten us. 
a1ld we gave them reverence: 
shall we 11-ot much ratber be in 
subjectio1Z unto tbe Fatber of 
spirits, and live? 10 For tbey 
i1zdeed for a few days cbaste1zed 
us as seemed good to tbem; but 
be for our profit, tbat we may be 
partakers of bis boli1zess. 11All 
cbasteni1l!!, seemet/J for tbe 
present to be not joyous brtt 
grievott.r,· yet a/teru·ard it 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Home1 

(Cominued from Page 3) 

yieldetb peaceable jr1tit tmto 
them tbtlt have been exercised 
tbe1·eby, eve11 the fmit of 
righteousness. 12 Whet-ej01·e lift 
up the bands that bang down, 
and the paLsied k1~ees; IJand 
make straight paths for your 
feet, that that which is /arne be 
not tttrned Ottt of the way, bttt 
1-atber be healed. 

Among orher things, rh is verse says 
firsr rhar chastening is nor bad. God 
Himself does ir! Two, ir shows tha r 
chastening is motiva ted by love. 
The H oly Spirit sa id, "For who m 
rhe Lord lov.eth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he 
receiverh " (ve rse 6) . This is 
underlined by the words of Jesus in 
Revelation 3: 19: "Annanyas llove, 
I reprove and chasten: be zeaLous, 
tberejo1·e, and repent" (Rev. 3: 19). 
So God and Christ chasten us jusr as 
a fa ther would chas ten the son he 
dearly loves. 

My boy was d iscipl ined o ne rime 
in rhe first g rade, yer due ro love. 
His parents ha ve a rule: if you get in 
rrouble ar school, yo u ge r in wo rse 
trouble when you get ho me. H e 
talked when he should have been 
quiet, and rhe reacher made a no re 
and sent ir home for his pa rents co 
sign. Whar ro do? This was his first 
experie nce wirh such a rhing. 
Finally, his dread of unknown 
punishment drove him ro rhe 
desperate a ttempt ro sign the nore 
himself. Can you imagine rhar!? In 
the first g rade?! (His dad had rhe 
decency ro wair unti l hig h school ro 
arrempr such a thing.) When rhe 
nore was received back by rhe 
reacher, rhe ho rrible rrurh came our 
and she called my wife. H ow did the 
reacher catch him ? Well, he had nor 
ye t even learned cu rsive, or script. 
In desperation he tried to print his 
mother's sig nature. True, my w ife 
and I had many a smile over it 
behind his riny little back, and 
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maybe even a chuckle or rwo, bur 
because we loved him and wanted ro 
deve lop in him a srrong, honest 
character, he neve r knew cha r. And 
he learned firsthand what it meant 
co have a lov ing father round ly 
chasten a son. Bur ir was done due ro 
love. 

Three, from rhe above passage, 
we learn that chasteni ng has to 
hurt. Iris truly grievious (verse 11) . 
If ir doesn 't hurr, ir does no good. 
Bur four , it brings about desired 
results. Ir yields rhe peaceable fruir 
of rig hteousness, and makes us 
pa rtakers of God's magnificent 
ho liness (verses 10, 11). So as 
children, we should expect some 
chasten ing from God from rime to 
rime, and rhis explains some of the 
suffering we undergo. 

Self-DiscipLine 

A second a rea of discipline is self
disc ipline. 1 saw a boyar a job corps 
base utterly lose his temper. He got 
up several rimes ro close a door as 
he shuddered under irs draft. He 
slammed rhe door several rimes 
afte r entering students left i r ope n, 
and the n kicked over his chair until 
he finally had tO be subdued by a 
federal marshall . II Timothy 3:3 
talks of some who are ev il due to 
be ing "witho1tt self-control " The 
word is ctknttes, wh ich means 
"powerLess. ,. They are powerless ro 
govern themselves. It is translated 
"excess" in Matthew 23:25 and 
"incontinent " in I Corinthians 7:5. 

The rrurh of rhe ma tter is, rhe 
Christian life, mo re than any other 
e ndeavor, requires self-control ~nd 
self-discipline. Paul likened ir, we 
know, ro rhe rigors the arhlere purs 
himself through. he sa id, "I buffet 
my body, and bring it into bondage" 
(I Co1·. 9:27 ). The word be uses is 
Httpopiazo. Httpo means "under, " 
and op.r is the word for "eye." He 
g ives his body a black eye! Really, he 
bea rs his face black and blue! Yes, 
that is how rough we musr be with 

our body if we musr. We control 
ourselves! And notice, roo, J esus 
said we rake up our cross, deny 
ourselves, and then fo llow him 
(Mark 8:34, 35). The cross is a n 
instrument of rorrure. On rop of the 
corcure, we deny selves. H ow srrong 
we must be! And even when ir 
comes to close blood rela tives we 
musr have rhe discipline co pur 
them so far second ro Christ rhar it 
is as if we even ha re them. Count 
the cost! (Luke 14:26-33). 

No one ever sa id rhe Christian 
life was all easy, with no need for 
se lf-control. Bur since we a re awa re 
of rhe magnificent va lue of 
discipline, let us look at rhe copic, 
"Discipline of Children" next 
week. 
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BIBLICAL STUDIES 

"THE PLACE AND DRESS OF WOMEN" 

(I Timothy 2:9-15) 

Dan Goddard 

In giving instruction to Timothy as to the public 
worship of the church, Paul first emphasizes the 
universal scope of public prayer (I Timothy 2:1-8). 
Now in I Timothy 2:9-15 he dwells upon the spirit in 
which this prayer is to be offered and upon the 
behavior of the worshippers. 

Paul enjoins that men rather than women should 
lead in the acts of worship. When women worship 
they are to conduct themselves with becoming 
modesty. They are not to attract attention to 
themselves by excessive ornaments and clothing but 
they are to be attractive by their goodness and grace. 

Paul advises, "Let a woman learn in quietness with 
all subjection, but I permit not a woman to teach nor to 
have dominion over a man but to be in quiteness" 
(ASV). Paul is urging women to be careful neither to 
interrupt the worship nor to assume the place of 
leaders in the church. 

Paul has given at least two reasons for insisting that 
a man, rather than a woman, be in this position of 
public teaching. First, "Adam was first formed,· then 
Eve." Public teaching is a responsibility placed upon 
man by virtue of creation. Adam was a separate being 
before Eve was created. Eve was taken out of man. The 
second reason is, "Adam was not beguiled but the 
woman being beguiled hath fallen into transgression." 
The woman was altogether deceived by the serpent 
and came into transgression. Adam was not deceived 
by the serpent. Of course, Adam did sin of his own 
volition but not by the deception of the serpent. Both 
Adam and Eve were out of place. Paul makes the point 
as to the nature of the man and woman that one is to 
lead and the other is to follow. 

Paul next indicates that the woman will be saved 
through child bearing. Some think this verse contains 
one of the most difficult expressions. Is Paul offering 
salvation to the woman through the pains of child 
bearing? Not so! Woman has been given the capacity 
to save qerself and all others because it was through 
woman that the Savior was born. C~ild bearing alone 
will not save the woman. All women must continue in 
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faith, love, and obedience with sobriety. 

In an age when sin is so entrenched in the thinking 
of men and women and prevails in such magnitude 
that robbery and murder seem as small things to many, 
a descussion of apparel to be worn by Christians may 
seem trivial to the point of irritation. However, 
apparel is as much a part of the gospel of Christ as 
repentance is. 

Sometimes it is wondered what would be gained by 
preaching on the Christian·s apparel. Those who want 
to be immodest will tune you out and justify their 
immodesty by finding someone in a more deplorable 
state of undress than themselves, and gleefully point 
out this fact. Others are completely indifferent to the 
issue. A few who notice what is being said will turn 
away thinking how antiquated you are for still 
preaching on such trivia. 

But what does the Bible say? It plainly teaches, "In 
like manner also, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety." 
For dress to be modest, the qualifications of 
shamefacedness and sobriety must be met. Yet, men
and women may quibble their whole life but no stretch 
of their imagination can make abbreviated dress meet 
the qualifications. It simply cannot meet God·s 
standard, therefore it is wrong. 

It is incredible that anyone could read I Timothy 2:9-
15 and then contend that a woman with bare midriffs, 
low cut dresses, and skirts so short that it is difficult for 
her to stand or walk, and impossible for her to sit 
without exposing her nakedness, is modestly clothed! 

It is a shame for one·s physical or spiritual 
nakedness to be seen. Our Lord so taught and therefore 
it is to be. taught by men (Revelation 3: 18). 

Numerous women of our day are so brazen that they 
can no longer blush (I Timothy 2:9). Unfortunately, 
both men and women can reach a state of heart which 
results in a loss of the ability to blush. This simply 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Place and Dress of Women 
(Continued from Page 5) 

means they cannot be made ashamed of their sins. 
Jeremiah once asked, "Were they ashamed when they 
had committed abomination? Nay, they were not at all 
ashamed, neither could they blush." (Jeremiah 6:15). 

Another careless attitude that should be cast off is 
the "what's wrong with it?" disposition. When people 
are guilty of this attitude and someone asks them why 
they do a certain thing, they immediately fly to the 
offensive. They say, .. well, what's wrong with it?" 
How true were the words of the wise man, "A wise 
man feareth and departeth from evil, but the fool 
rageth and is Cf?nfident" (Proverbs 14: 16). The fool 
possesses that kind of attitude. When their practice is 
questioned they resort to sophistry and impunging of 
motives or they use ridicule and sarcasm. Their blood 
pressure rises and they are confident their foolish 

.. reasons" are unanswerable. 

"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
Abstain from all appearances of evil" (I Thessalonians 
5:21-22). The admonition is to hold fast that which 
has been proven right and avoid anything that has the 
appearence of evil. This principle needs to be 
remembered by all people. 

If a person's attitude is right, they will dress right. If 
they are right on the inside, they will be right on the 
outside. 

God in essence has said, "Let the woman adorn 
herself inwardly and she will be beautiful, not only in 
the sight of men, but more importantly in the sight of 
God." 

912 Philips St. 
Dyersburg, Tennessee 38024 • 

Biblical Sermons 

A CHRISTIAN JUST LIKE PAUL 
Acts 26:25-29 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

INTRODUCTION: 
1. The setting of our lesson takes place in Caesarea, 

the Roman capital of Palestine. It was near the end 
of Paul's two year imprisonment there. In this 
chapter Paul is given the liberty of defending himself 
but decides to promote fervency the Christian 
cause and makes a supreme effort to convert the 
young King to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. He was the great grandson of Herod the Great, 
great nephew of Herod Antipas, son of Herod 
Agrippa I who had slain James the apostle and 
brother to Drusilla and Bernice. What he said about 
Christianity and Paul's response which was, "I 
would you were as I am with the exception of these 
bonds. These I would wish upon no man." Had we 
been in Paul's position, is this the ONLY exception 
we would have had to make?? Paul desired for 
Agrippa to be a Christian just as he was a Christian. 
Just how was Paul a Christian? That is the gist of 
our lesson. 
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I. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN IN NAME. 
1. He was present when the name Christian was 

given at Antioch of Syria (Acts 11:26). A fulfillment 
of Isaiah 62:2. 

2. He strongly urged Agrippa to be a Christian (Acts 
26:28-29). 

3. Like Peter he would view this as a name through 
which God could be honored, Christ g)orified and 
all disciples united (I Pet. 4: 16). 

4. Like James he would have considered the name 
Christian a worthy name (James 2:7). 

5. He felt strongly that it was sinful to wear his or any 
other party name (I Cor. 1:10-16). 

6. Paul would have had no sympathy for those who 
cry "there is nothing in a name." He knew there was 
something in a name. 

7. Paul was just a Christian- no prefix before and no 
suffix afterwards. 
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II. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN IN FACT. 
1. Paul heard (Acts 9:4); he believed (Acts 9:6); he 

must have repented (Acts 17:30; Luke 24:46; Acts 
9:9); he must have confessed Christ for he later 
wrote Romans 10:9-10; he was baptized (Acts 
22:16; 9:18; Rom. 6:3-4). 

2. Paul did not make a decision for Christ and leave 
out one or more of the requirements. He did not 
become a Christian by "faith only," "grace only," or 
by any other kind of "only" ism. He did not sign a 
pledge card giving himself to the Lord or raise his 
hand that he wished to be saved. He did not stand 
at a given signal. Paul became a Christian by 
being born again or by obeying the gospel (John 
3:5; Col. 1:13; Rom. 6:17-18). 

3. Paul's conversion was real and genuine;. it was no 
half way conversion. He was a Christian in fact. 

III. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN ON LOCATION. 
1. In Damascus, Antioch, Jerusalem, Corinth, 

Ephesus, Athens, in Rome, in the country, while 
free, while in prison - Paul was a Christian. Being 
away from home did not change his Christian 
steadfastness. 

2. Apply to some today who are Christian at home 
but act like Satan's children when in strange places. 
Christian at home but not Christians on a business 
trip, away at college or while in service. 

IV. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN IN PERSECUTION 
AND SUFFERING. 
1. He was run out of Damascus and Jerusalem, 

stoned in Lystra, beaten and jailed in Philippi, 
mocked at Athens, imprisoned in Jerusalem, 
Caesarea and Rome and finally died for Christ in 
the Imperial city. 

2. II Cor. 11:25ff; Gal. 6:17; II Tim. 2:10; 3:10-12; 
Acts 21:13. 

V. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN IN ZEAL. 
1. He began preaching immediately and with fiery zeal 

(Acts 9:20). 
2. He had zeal as a writer, doer of good, trainer of 

others, worshipper, etc. 

VI. PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN TO THE END. 
1. He knew he could be lost (I Cor. 9:27). 
2. He knew, like Peter, the consequences of turning 

away (II Pet. 2:20ff). 
3. He stayed with Christ till the end (II Tim. 4:6-8). 
4. How tragic for one to be a Christian in youth and 

middle age and cast it all aside in one's declining 
years. 

CONCLUSION: 
WE NEED TO BE CHRISTIANS JUST LIKE PAUL 
WAS A CHRISTIAN. 
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IN LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES 

JOYFUL THE CHRISTIAN 
Burton Coffman 

"You are such a joyful Christianr' 

This was the remark addressed to one who had lived a 
long time, passed through many sorrows, and who 
seemed to have few if any of those things which most 
people suppose would be prerequisite for happiness. 

And yet the person addressed was indeed a happy and 
joyful person. Why? 

Well, WHY NOT? 

The great destroyers of joy and happiness in men's 
hearts are such things as guilt, fear, hatred, envy, strife, 
jealousy, etc.; and the Christian has all of those things 
absolutely under control. 

Guilt, for example, is the burden of the unsaved. It 
cankers the soul, dries up the sweetness of life, and 
poisons the springs of happiness in human hearts. The 
Christian has NO guilt. All of his transgressions, sins, and 
misdeeds are healed and forgiven in the blood of Christ! 
Furthermore, the healing and cleansing continue 
progressively and constantly. The Christian remains 
without guilt! 

Fear. What a monstrous, soul-killer fear is! But the 
love of Christ casteth out fear. There is NOTHING for 
the child of God to fear. No matter what may happen to 

his possessions; no matter if disease tortures his body; no 
matter if even his loved ones are called in death -
NOTHING can happen to HIM. His life is " ... hid with 
Christ in God." Satan himself cannot touch him! 

Hatred, envy, strife, etc., destroy every trace of human 
happiness in the soul which harbors and entertains them; 
however, the Christian forgives his enemies, (what a 
divine way to get rid of them!) is willing to allow that 
others are better than himself, and has rooted all envy 
and coveteousness out of his life, unclogging and 
loosening up the springs of life and happiness in his heart! 
No wonder that he bubbles with joy and sweetness in a 
world soured with vengeance and hatred. 

Anxiety is another joy-killer. There is a whole 
dictionary of things to be anxious about, including the 
problem of what is the best use of our brief time on this 
earth. What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing that we 
should be doing? Here again the Christian is certain of his 
ground. There is nothing else, really, that has any 
importance at all, when compared with knowing God 
and striving to do his will. The wealth, honors, glory, 
fame and pleasures which men so avidly seek are seen at 
the last to be the fleeting mirages that they are. The 
wealthiest hand must release it all at last. The most 
famous will be remembered only for an instant. Only 
souls redeemed in the blood of Christ shall inherit eternal 
life with God! • 

THE CONFUSED STATE OF 
CURRENT EVOLUTIONARY 

THOUGHT 

There probably has not been a 
time during the modern history of 
the evolutionary movement (i.e., 
since 1859, the publication of 
Darwin's Origin of the Species), 
when the world of evolutionary 
thought has been in such .a state of 
absolute confusion. Theories 
hoary 'with aged respect are now 
under assault by a new breed of 
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Wayne Jackson 

scientists who can no longer live 
with their absurdities and 
inconsistencies. A cannibalism 
has almost developed among 
evolutionists who bite and devour 
one another over changing ideas 
regarding the origin of life and the 
alleged development of the world 
of living creatures. Some of the 
more dramatic examples are as 

follows: 

Where did life evolve? Dr. 
George G. Simpson, who was 
known as .. Mr. Evolution," 
declared: " ... Virtually all 
biochemists agree that life on 
earth arose spontaneously from 
nonliving matter" (Science. 
February 21, 1964, p. 771). On the 
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other hand, evolutionist Joel 
Gurin says: "Researchers 
interested in life's origin find such 
traditional explanations (i.e., 
spontaneous generation as 
suggested above by Simpson) far 
from satisfactory ... no one really 
understands how these com
ponents could have spontane
ously assembled to form a living 
cell...lt is almost impossible to 
conceive of such a system arising 
spontaneously and by chance ... " 
(The Sciences. April, 1981, p. 17). 

Sir Fred Hoyle of University 
College in Cardiff, Wales, and his 
colleague, Chandra Wickra
masinghe, have argued that man's 
ultimate ancestors fell to Earth 
from space after having evolved 
from the warm, wet nucleus of a 
comet! (cf. Science Digest. April, 
1981, p. 14). On the other hand, 
Dr. Francis Crick, co-discoverer 
of DNA, currently contends that 
life evolved here on earth, and that 
certain DNA-containing bacteria 
ought to be sent into outer space 
to generate life there! (cf. Science 
Digest. November, 1981, p. 82ff). 
And as to life being transplanted 
on earth from outer space, atheist 
Isaac Asi mov says that "we have 
absolutely no evidence that any 
such phenomenon as life on other 
worlds exists" <Science Digest. 
March, 1982, p. 36}. 

Evolutionists are fond of saying 
that there is no controversy 
among them as to the fact of 
evolution - it is only the "how" 
about which they disagree; not sol 
They can't even agree on the 
"where"! 

How rapidly does evolution 
occur? For decades evolutionists 
argued that the process of change· 
and development occurred by 
means of mutations (genetic 
alterations) and natural selection, 
quite slowly, over a lengthy period 
of time. Some forty years ago, 
though, evolutionist Richard B. 
Goldschmidt argued that existing 
organisms could not be explained 
on the basis of gradually 
accumulating small mutations, 
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and so he postulated gigantic, · 
quick mutations, which he 
dubbed "hopeful monsters" (cf. 
Goldschmidt, The Material Basis 
of Evolution, Yale University 
Press, 1940, p. 7; Theoretical 
Genetics, University of California 
Press, 1955, pp. 485, 486) .. 
Goldschmidt speculated, for 
example that "The first bird 
hatched from a reptilian egg." 

The "rapid evolution" of Dr. 
Goldschmidt was, however, 
largely rejected by the scientists 
of his day. Dr. Theodosius 
Dobzhansky described the notion 
as being characte·rized by 
"imaginary phenomena" and 
declared that no one "has ever 
observed the occurrence of a 
'systemic mutation'" (Plant' Life. 
D. Flannigan, et.al., editors, 
Simon & Schuster, 1957, p. 131 ). 
However, within the past five 
years, some evolutionists have 
attempted to resurrect Gold
schmidt's "hopeful monsters." 
Because there are great "gaps" in 
the fossil record, which simply 
cannot be explained in terms of 
slow, gradual evolutionary 
changes, some scientists, like 
Harvard's Stephen J. Gould, 
contend that "major structural 
transitions can occur rapidly 
without a smooth series of 
intermediate stages" (Gould, "The 
Return of Hopeful Monsters," 
Natural History. June/July, 1977, 
p. 24 - emp. WJ). On the other 
hand, agnostic scientist Dr. 
Robert Jastrow ridicules such 
concepts alleging: "It is in the 
nature of biological evolution that 
it always proceeds slowly" (emp. 
WJ). He says, for example, "For a 
greatly improved eye or brain to 
appear suddenly, a thousand such 
changes must occur at once in a 
single animal all accidental, and 
yet in a favorable direction. That 
would be as unlikely as to toss a 
coin in the air and have it come up 
heads a thousand times in a row" 
<Science Digest. December, 1981, 
p. 86). And so, has that supposed 
evolutionary change occurred 
slowly, or quickly? Take your 
pick! 

How did evolution happen? As 
we suggested earlier, evolution
ists like to claim that there really 
isn't any disagreement among 
"qualified" scientists that 
evolution is a fact; it is only 
regarding the mechanism of the 
process that is controversial. 
Really, that is a very ludicrous 
position, for virtually the whole of 
the evolutionary scheme is the 
"how," and if one cannot establish 
the "how" with any degree of 
certainty, he cannot demonstrate 
that the process has occurred at 
all! 

Well, one aspect of evolutionary 
change, at least in the past, 
revolved around the notion that 
traits acquired by an organism 
could be passed along to future 
generations of the species. This 
theory was advocated by French 
naturalist Jean Baptiste Lamarck 
in the early 1800's. Early 
evolutionists contended, 
therefore, that the giraffe's long 
neck was obtained as a result of 
that animal continually stretching 
its neck and passing the 
elongated neck along to 
subsequent generations. Let me 
mention another alleged example. 
Have you ever noticed how the 
hair on your upper arms grows 
from the shoulder toward the 

·elbow, and on thelowerpartofthe 
arm, the hair grows from the wrist 
back toward the elbow? Darwin 
explained this unusual feature in 
the following way. Our apeish 
ancestors used to weather the 
jungle rain storms by sitting with 
clasped hands shielding the tops 
of their heads. The rain, running 
from the shoulders and wrists 
downward, trained the arm's hair 
to grow in that direction, and this 
feature was subsequently 
inherited by successive 
generations! (Cr. Darwin's The 
Descent of Man, 2nd Ed., 1974, p. 
147). Isn't that rich?! Evolutionist 
Herbert Spencer went so far as to 
say: "Either there have been 
inheritance of acquired char
acters, or ~here has been no 

(Continuted on Page 10) 
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The Confused State of 
Evolutionary Thought 
(Continued from Page 9) 
"evolution" (The Contemporary 
Review, March, 1893). 

Well, it was the evolutionists 
themselves who helped disprove 
this idea. August Weisman, a 
defender of Darwinism, cut off the 
tails of twenty-two generations of 
mice, but he discovered that the 
tails of their descendants were no 
shorter than those of a similar 
group whose tails had not been 
amputated. And so, Lamarckian
ism (as the doctrine came to be 
called) was largely rejected. One 
writer notes: "We remember 
Lamarck today chiefly for his false 
doctrine of acquired character
istics" (J. B. Birdsell, Human 

Evolution, Rand McNally, 1972, 
pp. 23, 24). For years the 
"Acquired characterist ics" theory 
has been dead! Now, however, 
some are attempting to breathe 
new life into it. In the December, 
1981 issue of Science Digest, 
author_ Dina Ingber suggests that 
new evidence lends "support to 
Lamarck." The writer states that 
some scientists believe "as Jean 
Baptiste de Lamarck first did in 
1809, that the enviorn ment 
induces changes that are passed 
on to the next generation" (p. 86). 
In the March, 1982 issue of 
Science Digest , Dr . . John 
Gliedman suggests that though 
Lamarck's theory is considered 
nonsense on earth, it may be valid 
in outer space! He says: 
"Scientists jeered when a French 

naturalist said people could 
inherit traits acquired by their 
parents. But can it be that this 
obscure, discredited theory is in 
fact valid on other planets?" (p. 
43). As a contemporary youngster 
might say, "Far out!" Indeed. 

There is only one consistent 
thing about evolutionary thought 
- its inconsistency! For those 
interested in studying such 
matters further, I recommend the 
new book by Bert Thompson , 
Ph .D., The History of Evolutionary 
Thought. The price is $3.00 (add 
25¢ postage). Order from 
Apologetics Press, 5251 Millwood 
Re., Montgomery, AL 36109. This 
volume is a reference work that 
will establish its value again and 
again. Order your copy soon . • 

THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant 7Vz" x 12" + 
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Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

• Seven volumes in one 

3 piece binding 
produced by 
CoDege Press 

S29.95 
Regular Price After 

November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November 1, 1983 

Only 

$24.95 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 
Bitle as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

r---------------------------
YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm Jlfounbntion Jublisfting ~ouse, cJlnc. 

P. 6. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid , as soon 

as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of S24.95 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

S29.95 plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

Name _______________________________ ___ 

Address -------------------------------

Signature 
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WILCOX 
NAMED 

DIRECTOR 

DENVER, CO - Warren Wilcox 
has been named Director of Bear 
Valley School of Biblical Studies. The 
elders made the appointment 
fo llowing the resignation of Leonard 
Gray, who served as director for the 
last eight years. 

Wilcox realizes the legacy left him 
by Gray and says, "The Bear Valley 
school owes a great deal to the 
capable and visionary efforts of 
Leonard Gray. He'll be greatly missed 
and we wish him godspeed in his 
efforts wherever he goes." 

Wilcox has been with the school 
since 1966. He became Academic 
Dean following the retirement of Roy 
H. Lanier Sr. in 1979. Wilcox is a 
native of Stephenville, Texas and has 
earned his B.A. and M.A. degrees in 
Bible from Abilene Christian 
University. He and his wife, the 
former Carolyn Downing, moved to 
Denver in 1960. 

Until Bear Valley secured their first 
full-time evangelist Wilcox served as 
their preacher. He was also a teacher 
and director of the Circle C Youth 
Camp from 1961-1970. In addition, 
he directed the Singing Youth of 
Denver, an area-wide chorus of teens 
for 12 years. Currently, Wilcox serves 
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as a deacon for the Bear Valley 
church. 

Wilcox also states that the 
accomplishments at Bear Valley since 
its inception have been numerous and 
bold. Four ex-foreign missionaries 
and three stateside evangelists have 
been added to the faculty. The 
curriculum has been expanded from 
32 to 4 7 courses making this the 
brotherhood 's only 3 year preacher 
training school. Every student studies 
the typical courses offered by a two
year school of preaching, plus five 
courses in world missions , three in 
personal evangelism a long with seven 
other essential courses. 

The wives' program is also 
enlarged. Students' wives previously 
studied only courses on teacher 
training. Now they study 12 Bible and 
Bible-related courses as well as 
practical courses in teaching, 
childraising, personal development, 
prayer, and the work of a preacher's 
wife. They attend, with their 
husbands, a 78 hour course entitled 
" Building Strong Families." 

There is now more emphasis on 
evangelistic campaigns. Each student 
is required to participate in three 
week-long campaigns a year. As a 
result of the additional exposure and 
teaching a definite improvement is 
being seen in the calibre of Bear 
Valley's graduates. 

In addition to the regular course 
Bear Valley offers shorter programs 
of six months or one year in Personal 
Evangelism and in Missions. Women 
are encouraged to enro ll on a non
preaching basis in any program we 
offer. 

With Wilcox's background he will, 
no doubt, add his own unique 
contributions to Bear Valley. He has 
held campaigns, workshops and 
youth rallies throughout the western 
United States and Canada. He has 
taught and preached in Korea and 
India. 

Wilcox has specialized in the fields 
of Christian evidences and teacher 
training. In evidences he offers a 

lectureship called "Is God the Author 
of the Bible?" He and his wife jointly 
conduct a teacher training workshop 
called T.I.P.S. and he is especially 
appreciated for serving as director of 
the annual Homecoming Lectures at 
Bear Valley. 

In looking to the future, Wilcox is 
very optimistic; "We have begun, 
setting goals for 1985, 1988 and 1993. 
These goals are realistic and 
obtainable. With the help of God and 
his people, here at Bear Valley and 
throughout the world, these goals will 
only be stepping stones as we prepare 
men a nd women to serve in God's 
kingdom more effectively then ever 
before." • 

NOT FOR SALE 
If any preacher, elder, teacher, 
preacher-school, Christian 
college, or anyone who thinks he 
could make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE THINGS 
SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send 
your name and address to the 
Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 
610, Austin, TX 78767. The Scott 
Little Free Book Trust. 

A PIONEER 
PASSES 

Clarence A. Ingalls, a pionee r 
member of the Lord's church in the 
Northwest passed away Sunday 
morning, August 21, at the home of 
his son, Marion, with whom he was 
visiting. He was born in New 
Hartford, Iowa, on October 22, 1879 
and lived to be 103 years and 10 
months. It was in 1903 he obeyed the 
gospel and he has been a faithful 
member, seldom missing any activity 
of the church since that time. In 1910 
he married Myrtle Dunn and after 67 
years she preceded him "in death. 
Outside of fifteen years in California 
he lived in and around Tacoma, 
Washington. 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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A Pioneer Passes 
(Continued from Page II) 

Clarence served as an elder of the 
church in four ·congregations: 
Puyallup and Southside in Tacoma, 
Washington; Roseburg, Oregon, 
where he was instrumental in starting 
the church, and Culver-Palms in Los 
Angeles, California. He has two sons 
who. serve as elders: Marion at 
Southside in Tacoma, Washington, 
and Russell (with whom he had made 
his home the past five years) in 
Vallejo, California. Russell also 
serves as the preacher in Vallejo. One 
grandson, Gerald Ingalls, serves the 
Culver-Palms church as a deacon. 

He is survived by three sons, Marion, 
Archie, and Russell, five grand
children and fourteen great
grandchildren. 

The service was conducted in the 
Southside building in Tacoma, 
Washington by Roy Knott and 
Russell Ingalls. His grandchildren 
sang special songs, two grandsons led 
congregational singing and led 
prayers and his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren were casket 
bearers. He was laid to rest by the side 
of his beloved and near his parents' 
grave in Sumner, Washington. 

-Russell M. Ingalls 
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Military Outreach-. 
Panama 

Dan R. Owen 

My wife Cindy and I, along with 
Jeff R.owland and Joe Placencia, two 
stude~ts in the Bear Valley School of 
Biblical Studies, have just returned 
from a little over three weeks'work in 
the Republic of Panama. Our labors 
were concentrated in the military 
congregation that . meets in Balboa 
near the Pacific entrance to the 
Panama Canal. 

The congregation at Balboa is the 
only English speaking congregation 
in Panama. It has vast potential for 
good in ·the kingdom. The 
congregation is both multi-racial and 
multi-national, and is made up of 
American military people, Canal 
Commission workers, Department of 
Defense workers, and Panamanians 
who speak both English and Spanish.' 
A Spanish speaking congregation 
meets in the same building and 
numbers about 20-25. These brethren 
of the Balboa church coexist with 
remarkable l~ve and harmony. They 
are actively evangelistic, averaging 
from two to four conversions each 
month. From this congregation in 
Balboa, the U.S .. government will 
send. Christian men and women all 
over the world. They will carry the 
saving gospel with them. 

One day we travelled up the coast 
about 60 miles toward Costa Rica 
and visited the people of a small 
fishing village. Not a person in the 
village owned a copy of the Bible. We 
gave them some Bibles and studied 
briefly with several families about the 
inspiration and authority of the word, 
an9 how it is divided. We admonished 
them to read daily to their families 
and promised that some of the local 
brethren would return to teach them 
further about the riches of Christ. 
What a'joy it was to take the word 
where it had never gone before! 

At a Sunday morning service a 
young man and woman, both in the 
service, responded to the invitation. 
The young man was· baptized into 
Christ and the young woman asked 
for prayers. They are thinking-about 
getting married. 

We were all priviledged to stay in 
the home of the local minister Walter 
Clark. He and his wife Helen were 
kind and gracious hosts and we 
appreciated their demonstration of 
Christian love. They are having some 
trouble getting their resident visas. 
They may have to leave the country if 
these cannot be obtained and they 
have not yet been in Panama for one 
year. 

When our stay was ended we were 
all encouraged and edified. Those 
who were struggling to live Christian 
lives in a far· away plaee had been
taught and ~trengthened and we were 

_ rejoicing because of the work and 
because of our new Christian friends. 
Christians in the military all over the 
world are in desperate need of such 
strengthening and teaching. We at 
Bear Valley are seeking to help satify 
those needs through the Military 
Outreach Program. Each year, 
various members of our staff and 
student body go to military bases all 
over the world to teach and preach 
the Word of God and to encourage 
the brethren. It is our goal to 
encourage, train, and equip the 
greatest missionary force in the whole 
world - the Christians in the U.S. 
military service. If you would like to 
know more about this exciting 
program contact: 

Richard Brant 
Military Outreach Program 
Bear Valley Church of Christ 
2707 South Lamar 
Denver, Colorado 80227 • 
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STUDIES IN 
I CORINTHIANS 

Dub McClish, Editor 

The book of the FIRST 
ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES, 
conducted November 14-18, 
1982 by Pearl Street Church of 
Christ, Denton, Texas. 

This hard cover book of 478 
pages features: 
• 25 expository chapters 
• 5 chapters answering false 

doctrines 
• 3 chapters on difficult passages 
• 8 chapters on marriage, divo rce, 

remarriage issues (112 pages) 
• 30 authors 

EVALUATIONS 

"It is a remarkable volume. " 
(Guy N. Woods, Editor, Gospel 
Advocate) 

11 
••• Undoubtedly at the top of 

the list of volumes on I Cor
inthians ever to be compi led 
within the Restoration Move
ment.11 (Gary Workman, Editor, 
The Restorer) 

11 1t is the finest book avai lable 
anywhere on I Corinthians. 
There is positively nothing like 
it or even close to it in print ... I 
treasure my copy." (Robert R. 
Taylor, Jr., author, preacher) 

THIS BOOK IS ALREADY IN 
A SECOND EDITION! 

Order from VALID PUBLICA
TIONS, 312 Pea rl St., Denton, TX 
76201. $13.00 plus $1.25 p. & h. Every 
serious Bible student should have 
this volume! 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 YEARS 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURS ES) 

fm· Preachers, T eacbers, PersonallP 01·kers, 
Elders and Deacous 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UDIES 
8900 M<~nchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 

~"\dl~ 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 

• Fifty-lour Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

- . -
.. · ' ,,, 

• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KN IGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGATION seeking retired 

minister... who is not ready ro retire, but would like to 

continue class teaching with emphasis on personal work. 

Nice house furnished . Must have own income. If interested 
write to Elde rs: Iowa Park Church of Christ, P . 0. Box 520, 
Iowa Park, Texas 76367 or phone (81 7) 592-54 15. 

THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYT ICAL BIBLE 

For 43 years of s tud y. preac hing. a nd teaching the wo rd of God, 
I have rega rded TH E JOHN A. DI CKSO N NEW AN ALYTI CAL 
BIBLE as bei ng th e WO RLD'S FINEST STU DY BIBLE. 

FOR MANY YEARS, IN TRAI NING PREACHERS, I have 
required that my s tu dent s possess a nd use this wonderful Bible. 
together w ith th e s pvt: iol workbooks wh ich have been prepa red 
for this Bi ble. This is an unu s uall y fine se t of WORKBOOKS. I 
wo ul d li ke for YOU to have these excellen t tools- the Bible. a nd 
th e wo rkbooks. as yo ur very ow n. for you r own self- correcting 
houw Biblv s l udy coursv. 

T he Di ckso n Ana ly tica l Bible se lls for . . . . . . . . . ... . $68.95 . 
The Workbooks (a 4-vol ume set) se ll s for . .... . ... . $20.95, 

for a tota l of .. . ...... . ......... $89.90. 

TI::.",'\1-:SS EE HESIIn:,'\T S .-\del l j '\, S, \LI::S T ,\ X. 
llE SliHE TO INCL (J IJ~; YOIJI! CII EC~ WIT /I YOUI! OI! IJEI! . 

Please p rinl (or type) you r name. your m a iling a ddress (including you r 
z ip cod e]. and your te leph one number . 

POST AGE PAID AN D DELI VERY GUARANTEED 

SEND BIBLE ORDERS TO: Roy De<~ver . 

R t. 10 . Uu x 355. Coukcv ill c. T N :J!l50 1. 

13 (713) 



1~714] 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Deductibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ....................... ·. $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

" 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 

Write or call for details. 

CONTACT 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 
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Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especlall7 to accommodate concreeatlons 

advertising meetlnc places, preachers seeklne work or concreeationa aeeldnc preachon. Alao otber 
acceptable matter. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran's training" 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

I C303) 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver. Co 80227 
CHATHAM, N • .J •• Fairmount and Southern 
Blvd., 07928. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK CITY AREA. 201-635-6810 or 
201-635-2688. 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2539, or 866-4883. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11800 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 84566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr •• Director 

ATT'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. CaJI 883-2560 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREA:-:--::C~H:":"IN::-:-::C-courses by Cor· 
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St .• Lubbock. TX 79411. 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF 
ORRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Will contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510, 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother· 
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee. OK 74801. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
financially Independent christian with wide range of ex~lence 
with congregations (both with and without eleiers, and as an 
elder himself) has develoP-ed a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practial and sensible ideas 
deeolv rooted in God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her orsan•zation, unhy, and work. 

For more Information fnduding resume write or caD Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 
Revelation complete in 12 Cassette C!IO in royal blue album "In 
The End, God.' Copyright. Another albun 12-C 90's "Dangers 
Facin~ The Home and Church", $19.95 ea. or both for $39.50 
Prepa1d. Glen L. Clagg, Route 7, Meadow Ridge Estate, 
Claremore, OK 74017, (918) 341-2926. 

Sound, mature, hard-working gospel preacher available 
immediately to help your congregation grow. B.A. in Bible and 
biblical languages from Harding Univ. and M.Th. in N.T. from 
Harding Graduate School of Religion. Preached and taught in 
many states and overseas. Age 26. 901-795-6955 or 2849 
TREASURE ISLAND WEST. MEMPHIS, TN 38115: 
PREACHER WANTED: Full time work -small congregation. 
Home, utilities and salary. Send resume to Broadway Church of 
Christ, Box 836. Eden. Texas 76837. 
FULL TIME MINISTER WAN1ED congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
Christ, 207 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560 or call Ph ill Rampey, 
318-.367-2820. 
Building and grounds custodial and maintenance craftsman 
needed- to.provide quality manpower to clean and. mai!ltaln a 
church buildmg facility and grounds. A healthy sem1-ret1red or 
retired individual is prefered. A competetive salary plus a 
comfortable house and utilities are part of the job package. Send 
letter containing personal data, references, qualifications1 and a 
picture to: Elders, Northwest Church of Christ, 6355 38tn Ave. 
No., St. Petersburg, FL 33no. 
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Financially independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fill 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas, 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
JESUS FROM GENESIS T~H":":R:-':'U:--::R~EV:-::E::-LA":":T::J-:07:N: Story of 
redemption (Cod's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies 
by Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the North
east School of Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 
complete lessons lead you thru the Bible twice in one 
year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 page study guide com
plete with outlines. Ideal for Adult Bible Classes, or 
Bible Colleges. Includes 3·drawer storage case. $88.00 
postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 
\' U !lA, ARIZ., UGl W. :Stb St. Sunday-

10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
The Church of Christ in Laredo, Texas has immediate 
opening for a full-time preacher. Submit inquiries or 
applications and resumes to Church of Christ, 2107 
Arkansas Avenue, Laredo, Texas 7B040, Attn.: Dale 
Harrell. 
Church of Christ in Safford, Arizona is in need of a full time 
preacher. Prefer a man with some support. Write us at: 

Church of Christ 
425 Central Avenue 
Safford, A~izona 85546 

APPUCAnONS WANTED AT MIDINACHilDREN'SHOMEFOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RRIEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OJHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FlUNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or .589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Sau fley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training Schooi,4850Saufley Road, Pensacola. 
Florida 32506, full2year program, V.A. approved, Phone904-453-
3426, Max R. Miller, Director 

MISSION MINDm CONCRECAnON NEIDBl 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on S year old bunding, located on 
200'x300'1ot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457·7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, Al, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fall 1 please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGA.TEI Tbe Firm ll'oundatloD 
trlea to ac:reen adve:rtlallls, •~ul will zaot 
kzaowlngly tnke queatloDable advertllllng. 
But It Ia the :reader'• :reaponalbiUty to Ill• 
vestlgate. Like any otlae:r pape:r, we •ome
tlmes uDwlttiDgly run llD uzawo:rtby ad. 
All the old saying ~roe.. before you lnve•t. 
lnve•tl~rate I 

W.uhlngton, D.C. area - 20 minutes from our nation's capital, 
Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, Vir~Jinia 
22301, phone (703) 836-3083 or 971-4147, Mark N. Hicks, 
Evangelist. 

MINimR NEEDm 
Needed: Full time ministerto work with the congregation. Please 
send resume to Church of Christ, 1528 S. Higgins Ave., Missoula, 
Mont. 59801. For more information, you may call Wiley Baker 
40&-543-8786 or Lewis Hallman 406-542-2440. 
FOR SALE: 25-19 foot upholstered church pews, a steel 
baptistery, and an oak podium. Contact M. L. Pirtle. 806-794-
3121, after 5:30P.M. 
TRULY GREAT Ml SSI ON OPPORTUNITY for small congregation. 
Vital, healthy older missionary needs your support in South 
Africa. Thirty years of full-time service in Cape Town. Native 
South African. Well-known. Enormously respected. Great 
communicator with supporters. Multi-lingual. Be ·sole 
supporting and sponsoring congregation for S600 p/month. 
Present sponsoring church beginning challenging new work in 
South America. (713) 255-2600 or 351-4445. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

I Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of I 0) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-417 4 • IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ in 
securing $11,541,500! Included are: 

Central 
Church of Christ 

Wichita, KS. 
$500,000 
Wimberly 

Church of Christ 
Wimberly, TX 

$190,000 

Metropolitan 
Church of Christ 

Ft. Worth , TX. 
$100.000 

Southside 
Church of Christ 

Seattle. WA. 
$70,000 

14th Street 
Church of Christ 

West Memphis, AR. 
$100.000 

Hermitage 
Church of Christ 
Hermitage. TN. 

$325,000 

Franklin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heights 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids. MI. Mattapan, MASS. Houston, TX Winston-Salem. N.C. 
$225,000 $130,000 $1,350,000 $300,000 

Sycamore View Belmont Central Tempe 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis. TN. Pueblo, CO. Amarillo. TX. Tempe, AZ. 
$600,000 $206,000 $1,400,000 $112,500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix. AZ. Houston, TX. Alvin. TX. 
$100,000 $915.000 $150,000 $57.000 

Southwest North Davis Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo, CO. Arlington, TX. Long Beach, CA. Centralia, MI. 
$350,000 $250.000 $45,500 $90,000 

lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver. CO. Centreville, IL. West Memphis, AR. Dallas. TX. 
$100,000 $350,000 $100,000 $270,000 

Church of Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
in Grand Junction Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction. CO. Knoxville, TN. Albany, GA. McComb, MS. 
$360.000 $200,000 $625,000 $165.000 

Church of Christ 
Forney. TX. 

$55,000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED .MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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GREAT OPPOR1 'UNJ11ES 
Jim Dobbs 

The Apostle Paul maintained that there will be 
faithful, living saints on the earth at the time of the 
Lord's return. These living saints will be caught up in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air along with the 
resurrected dead in Christ who shall rise first. It was 
with this revelation fhat Christians were to comfort 
one another in a time of persecution and conflict (I 
Thessalonians 4:15-18). 

We live today in a time of great conflict and even 
of persecution. Attacks are being made on 
Christianity by atheists, evolutionists, humanists, 
and other unbelievers on a daily basis. The media 
through which the attacks are launched are the press 
and other literature, television, music and other 
entertainment forms, and many institutions of 
learning. This amounts to persecution with the 
intent to destroy. 

And within the church itself there is conflict and 
sometimes persecution. Many writers and speakers 
note the polarization between elements in the church 
generally called "liberal" and "conservative." There 
is no doubt that an intense struggle exists between 
two disparate views of the inspiration and authority 
of the scripture in the ordering of the church and the 
guidance of the .lives of Christians. If the past 
furnishes any clue to the future, this struggle will 
continue until the end of time. No side will prevail in 
total victory. Not all are willing to unite in peace 
upon the ground of God's inspired and infallible 
word. There will always be apostates. 

Many sincere but disheartened Christians no 

doubt have wondered whether the church may 
simply die, whether it will drown itself in a sea of 
controversy and rancor. The Apostle Paul says it 
will not happen. There will be living, faithful saints 
on earth when the Lord comes again. The rhetorical 
question, "Nevertheless, when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find (the) faith on the earth?" is 
answered in the affirmative by the apostle. The faith 
may be held by only a remnant among a generally 
unbelieving world, but the church will be there to 
welcome the coming Christ. 

With that assurance before us we should cease 
thinking in terms of despair, which suit.s only 
persons who have no hope. We must commit 
ourselves to the word of Christ which shall never 
pass away (Matthew 24:35), and seize our present 
unlimited opportunities to expand the borders of the 
kingdom. The future of the church is not dark, it is 
bright. Thoughts of its failure and demise do not 
become persons who believe in the power of God's 
truth to save lost souls. It is precisely at that point
evangelistic vigor - that the future of the church . 
today is brightest. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

BE CAREFUL OF 
HUMAN CREEDS 

We must walk in truth, for if we are not walking in the truth, we 
cannot be in fellowship with God (I J n. I :7). The Bible claims to be 
sufficient, " ... that the man of God may be perfect, through/y 
furnished unto all good works"(ll Tim. 3: 16-17). Not only do the 
scriptures claim to be sufficient for our every spiritual need (See II 
Pet. I :3), they condemn anyone who goes beyond what they teach. 
In I I John 9 we read, "Whosoever transgresse th, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son." We 
humbly suggest that human creeds go beyond the doctrines of the 
Bible, teaching doctrines that cannot be found in the scriptures. 
Therefore, human creeds are dangerous and we should be careful 
of them. The New Testament in God's final revelation to man (Gal. 
I :6-9; Jude 3; Rev. 22: 18-19), thus any teaching which has its origin 
this side of the first century must be rejected as totally 
unacceptable. 

''People are truly foolish to trust their salvation 
to assurances given by men. " 

The word "creed" comes from a Latin word "credo "and simply 
means "I believe." With "human creeds" men have placed their 
faith in something which men have created and not what God has 
revealed. Nearly all denominations follow some form of creed and 
thus stand in opposition to God. 

HUMAN CREEDS ARE WRITTEN BY MEN 
AND THEREFORE ARE UNRELIABLE. 

Jeremiah said, "It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" 
(Jer. 10:23). It is certain that if man does not have the ability to 
direct his spiritual steps, then he definitely cannot direct the 
spiritual steps of others. Such automatically makes creeds which 
originate with men unreliable. Our choice lies between the creeds 
(wisdom) of men and the word (wisdom) of God. Such a choice 
should not be difficult. 

HUMAN CREEDS DO NOT MEET MAN'S NEEDS 
AND THEREFORE ARE INSUFFICIENT. 

All human creeds make provision for amendment. The men who 
wrote them realized that they were not inspired -that it would be 
impossible for them to provide for all the spiritual needs of man 
down through the years. The ref ore, they provided in their creeds 
for future changes. The same was true of the men who wrote the 
Constitution of the United States. · 
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They knew changes would need to be made in future 
years so they provided for that. 

The word of God makes no such provision. As a 
matter of fact, God pronounces judgment against 
anyone who would in any way alter his revealed 
word. Listen to Paul, "But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed"(Gal. 1:8). (Cf. Rev. 22:18-19; Deut. 4:2; 
Prov. 30:6). 

HUMAN CREEDS MUST CONTINUALLY 
BE REVISED AND THEREFORE 

ARE IMPERFECT. 

It is amazing how much various creeds have 
changed in their years of existance. Even the 
professed infallible church has at times changed its 
position on numerous points of doctrine, and in so 
doing proven that it is not infallible. Protestant 
creeds have changed their position on various points 
of doctrine as the years have gone by. The Methodist 
church is an example. In 1910 the Methodist revised 
their Discipline. One article in the creed was totally 
reversed. Prior to 1910 it read, " ... children are born 
in sin." After 1910 the creed read, " ... children are 
born in Christ." A more complete contradiction 
could not be imagined. If the creed was RIGHT 
before 1910, it is WRONG now. If it is RIGHT now, 
then it was WRONG before 1910. We can not 
understand how men can place their faith in creeds 
which contain such changes. 

The word of God has stood through the ages 
without a single revision in any matter - AND IT 
DOES NOT NEED ANY! There are faithless men 
who think it needs updating for a modern world, and 
in folly they try to change it;· but they are only 
sacrificing their soul's security and in no way have 
they improved the Bible. GOD'S WORD CANNOT 
BE UPDATED OR INCREASED IN V ALUE.lt is 
inerrant in every way considerable. It is steadfast 
and unchanging, and truly it "endureth forever" (I 
Pet. I :24-25). 

HUMAN CREEDS HAVE NO DIVINE 
AUTHORITY AND THEREFORE 

ARE UNENFORCEABLE. 

When doctrines of men excuse us from doing the 
will of God, WILL THEY PREY AIL IN 
JUDGMENT or WILL THE WORD OF GOD BE 
THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT? Jesus said 
his word, whether we accept it or reject it, will be our 
standard of judgment (Jn. 12:48). For example: 
Most denominational creeds teach that one does not 
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have to be baptized to be saved. Suppose I place my 
faith in them and chose to not be baptized. Then in 
judgment when baptism is demanded, what can I do? 
Can I appeal to the denominational preacher or to 
the creed that excused me from baptism? What 
could the preacher do? What authority would the 
creed have? If you say "ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING" then you are ABSOLUTELY 
CORRECT. Again, suppose I follow the 
"authority" of a creed and accept "sprinkling" for 
New Testament baptism. Then in judgment God will 
not accept sprinkling as a substitute for immersion. 
What am I to do? Would it do any good to appeal to 
the church conference? Could the writers of the 
creed be of any help? The answers to these questions 
are obvious. People are truly foolish to trust their 
salvation to assurances given by men. We are on 
dangerous ground when we do not have Bible 
authority for our faith and practice. 

HUMAN CREEDS CONFLICT WITH 
EACH OTHER AND THEREFORE 

CANNOT ALL BE RIGHT. 

It should not be difficult to recognize that all 
human creeds cannot be right. To illustrate: Creed 
"A" teaches that baptism is only by immersion. 
Creed "B" teaches that baptism, according to 
convenience, can be sprinkling, pouring, or 
immersion. Both cannot be right because they are 
contradictory. Further: Creed "C" teaches that 
babies are "born in sin." Creed "D" teaches that 
babies are "born in Christ." BOTH CANNOT BE 
TRUE! The word of God does not teach such 
contradictory doctrines! WE WOULD HAVE NO 
CONFIDENCE IN IT IF IT DID. Human creeds 
contradict each other on numerous points. They 
cannot all be right, and no correct thinking person 
can have confidence in any of them. 

HUMAN CREEDS CONFLICT WITH THE 
WORD OF GOD AT ONE POINT OR 

ANOTHER AND THEREFORE THEY 
SHOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Any gospel preacher (any Christian for that 
matter) should be willing to place himself under 
obligation to take any human creed and point out 
something in its teaching that is in conflict with the 
word of God. And, when such conflict is noted our 
attitude must be, "Let God be true and every man a 
liar" (Rom. 3:4). When one is in contradiction to 
God - he is wrong. When a creed contradicts the 
word of God- that creed is wrong. There is no such 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Be Careful of Human Creeds 
(Continued from Page 3) 

thing as being against God and being right at the 
same time. It is ridiculous for a person to state that 
in spite of the many differences in religion, everyone 
is right. Such defies human reason and common 
sense. The conflict aspect alone is enough for every 

Great Opportunities 
(Continued from Page I) 

There are three reasons why the militant church, 
wielding the sword of the Spirit, can make great 
progress before the turn of the century. 

First, there is the fact that society generally has 
become almost wholly materialistic and secular. It is 
a golden opportunity for the church. The pampered 
and pleasure-loving people of our generation simply 
cannot find any real satisfaction in the lives they are 
leading. Their pleasures are sensual rather than 
spiritual and intellectual. They burn themselves out 
as qui~kly as a meteor entering earth's atmosphere. 
·The flamboyance of sensualists is a mask to hide the 
hollowness of their hearts. Nothing of substance 
graces their lives. It is axiomatic that money and 
possessions cannot buy happiness. The glamor with 
which materialism is draped and paraded before us 
must not deceive us into believing that the church 
has no opportunity in a secular world. That world is, 
in reality, a black void in which men and women 
blindly stumble, gashed and torn by the jagged rocks 
of sin. The church can offer a materialistic world a 
viable alternative to empty, wasted lives. That is our 
opportunity. Paul lays out the course for the church 
in such a world: "Do all things without murmurings 
and questionings: that ye may become blameless and 
harmless, children of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom ye are seen as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life ... " (Philippians 2:14-16). 

Second, the mainstream denominations, for the 
most part, have become increasingly involved in 
social service to the neglect of their religious beliefs. 
Many of them are seeing themselves as functioning 
primarily as social service institutions. It is the 
logical end result of years of the social gospel, which 
in turn is the logical end result of the rejection of the 
Bible as divinely inspired and fully authoritative. In 
addition to that, their frenzy to promote unity in 
diversity has weakened them doctrinally until they 
cannot stand as religious bodies. Their strength is 
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person in the world to reject human creeds. 

May the time come when men will give up their 
man-made creeds, be they written or unwritten, and 
bow in submission to the inspired word of God. We 
can never approach any semblance of unity until we 
renounce those things which divide us and embrace 
the only standard on which we can stand together . 

• 
sapped by their syncretism. Loss of strength and 
effectiveness is always the result of swallowing down 
the camel of unresolved conflicting beliefs in the 
hope that a full stomach more than compensates for 
the indigestion that follows. The social gospel that 
rules the day in modern denominationalism affords 
the church another great opportunity. We can offer 
religious-minded people what they cannot find in 
their denominations - religion! But that means we 
must not be ashamed of the gospel (Romans I: 16), 
and that we must not abandon our plea that men 
speak as the oracles of God (I Peter 4: 11). If we flirt 
with the idea of turning the church into a playground 
and a counseling center and a dating service for 
singles and a social service for the community, we 
will not be in a position to offer the empty and 
hungry seekers in the denominations a recognizable 
alternative to religionless religion. 

· Third, liberalism gives us another great 
opportunity. Liberalism is the dying whimper of 
those who have rejected the truth and authority of 
God's word but who, at the same time, wish to be 
perceived as religious people. Paul well describes the 
liberal stance when he writes of those "holding a 
form of godliness, but having denied the power 
thereof," (II Timothy 3:5). Liberalism _is in the 
church what humanism is in philosophy. Every 
confrontation with liberalism finally addresses the 
question of authority in religion. Liberalism is the 
relaxation of the rule of God over His church. It is 
the substitution of human wisdom in the place of 
revelation. It is not caring whether we speak where 
the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is 
silent. And, of course, it opens the floodgates 
through which unbelief pours into the church like a 
raging torrent. The unbelief of liberalism can be just 
as destructive as the unbelief of atheism. The fact is 
that liberalism leaves weakened faith and deadened 
hope in its wake. There is an emptiness resulting 
from it just as there is in materialism and 
denominationalism. Our opportunity with regard to 
liberalism lies in the strength and power of the word 
of God. Again, we find that opportunity stated by 
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the Apostle Paul: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong. Let all that ye do be 
done in love, "(I Corinthians 16:13, 14). Our love of 
God, of His word, of all who profess Christ, and of 
the world of men outside the church must dominate 
us as we stand fast in the faith. If we conduct 
ourselves honorably and hold to the truth, liberalism 
cannot wreck the church and, in fact, many in the 
church, now affected by liberal preaching, can be 
won from positions ofweakness to a restored and 
wholesome faith. 

Our opportunities abound. The church has a 
bright future. Nothing can destroy the church of the. 
living God so long as Christians hold to the truth and 
concern themselves with the church's only mission in 
the world: to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 

Fleetwood Church of Christ· 
Houston, Texas • 

The Home2 · 

(Discipline of Children) 
]et'f'y Moffitt 

We know God disciplines his children, and we are to 
have self-discipline. But the Bible speaks of a third 
area of discipline -discipline of children. Children 
have the responsibility of obeying their parents, but 
they don't always do it. Yet Jesus uttered a warning, 
"For God said, Honor thy father and thy mother: and 
he that speaketh evil of father or mother, let him die 
the death" (Matt. 15:4). So Paul said, "Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy 
father and mother (which is the first commandment 
with promise), that it may be welt with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth" (Eph. 6:1-3). 

Some parents say they never spank their children 
because they are always good. But the Bible says, 
"Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child,· but the 
rod of correction shalt drive it far from him" (Prov. 
22:15). My mother-in-law told me of a baby shower 
she had at her house after a heavy rain. A child, with 
muddy shoes jumped up and down and walked all over 
her new sofa, while his mother smiled and did 
nothing. I suppose that was also a child who was 
always good and never needed to be spanked. Then 
every p~~acher_knows what _i_t is to try t~_p_reach while 
children and teenagers cut up in the services, and 
some parents complain, "Well, they won't sit where I 
can see them!" Brethren, it will be a stormy day in the 
middle of the desert when my children announce to me 
where they will sit, instead of me telling them where 
they will sit. I don't understand such problems. 

Urgency in Discipline 

I know of no surer way to guillotine my children 
then to raise them in an undisciplined way. I saw a man 
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recently, and as I looked at him his features came into 
focus, and I realized I knew him from high school. But I 
was surprised that he was still alive. His parents had 
given in to every whim and fancy, spoiled him, took up 
for him in every evil deed, and never disciplined him. 
He also had too much given him too 'soon. And by the 
time he entered college, he had barely lived through 
three major accidents. Of course he was driving drunk 
each time. We never expected him to make it through 
college. Solomon said, ttHe that spareth his rod hateth 
his son,· but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes" (Prov. 13:24). If you want to hurt your son, 
set out to let him grow like a fungus instead of taking a 
firm hand and "rearing" him. The way you let them 
treat you at home is the way they will confront life. If 
you let them sass, talk back, argue, pout, storm out of 
your presence, remember: that is the way they will act 
toward their teachers, their employers, and the law. 

Because I love them, my children have been spanked 
when we arrive home from services. John 16:33 says 
"In the world ye have tribulation," and when my 
children act up, I want them to get their fair share of it. 
They are disciplined because I don't hate them. They 
are spanked when they leave their chores undone, or 
do a sloppy job. We require them to say "Yes, Sir," and 
"No, Maam." When they can't get along with each 
other, my wife still brings the belt in and lays it on the 
floor in plain sight. It's amazing how they learn to 
quietly negotiate and to compromise. Maybe we don't 
realize it enough, but we are molding their character. 
A man came in to a restaurant and ordered a piece of 
pie. Before he could eat it, another man came in and 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Home1 

(Continued from Page 5) 

ordered the same kind. The waitress said she had just 
sold the last piece. This man went into a severe, 
voilent temper tantrum, and acted so hysterical the 
first man gave him his slice of pie. As the twig is bent, 
so grows the tree. A child ~hrew itself on its back, 
flailed mightily with its arms and legs and screamed a 
blood-curdling scream. The mother asked her mother
in-law what they did when their child, now the 
daughter-in-law's husband, acted that way. Oh, we did 
nothing. We just let him do it and ignored it. The 
whole neighborhood could tell that. The man threw a 
fit and had a knock-down-drag-out fight with the 
daughter-in-law on the front yard. If we spare the rod, 
we hate the child. 

Often parents say, I can't get. my child under control. 
The fact worth crying over is this, it may be true. It 
may actually be too late. We read, "Chasten thy son, 
seeing there is hope; and set not thy heart on his 
destruction" (Prov. 19:18). Again we read, "Withhold 
not correction from the child; For if thou beat him 
with the rod, he will not die. Thou shalt beat him with 
the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from Sheol'' (Prov. 
23:13, 14). Parents have to act while it is timely, and 
before it is too late. 

Some Practical Tips 

1. A pat on the back helps, and I don't mean that the 
way one put it, "if its low enough and hard enough." 
That is true too, but most children lack confidence.lt is 
good to build them up whenever you can. 

2. You can express all the love you want, if you give 
them all the discipline they need. The fact is, they 
won't hate you for the discipline you give. They will be 
more tender-hearted and loving. 

3. Plan to do .things WITH them constantly. People 
ask me: "Why are preacher's kids always so wild?" I 
always tell them, "It's because they run around with 
the elders' and deacons' kids." The truth is, however, 
sometimes a preacher gets so involved with other 
people's problems that he doesn't give his children 
the attention they need. Do things with them! 

4. Forbid them to run around with troublemakers. 
You can't run with the goats and not smell like them. 
"Evil companionships corrupt good morals" (I Cor. 
15:33). 

5. Above all, teach them always what is most 
important. If you let them miss services due to 
vacation, school events, boy scouts, or sports, you are 
sending them a jarring message as to what is most 
important. You are sending them messages! 

6. Make sure they try to form friends their own age. 
Too often a young child will get in trouble trying to 
impress his older friends. 

7. Be consistent in discipline. If children know what 
to expect, they are more apt to obey the rules. 

8. Finally, this last one is very difficult. When an 
adult says your child did something, be slow in refusing 
to believe it. Lots of children go astray because their 
parents continue to say, "My little Johnny wouldn't do 
that." 

So discipline is important. Discipline of children is 
important. Let us not grow weary in rearing them. But 
next we want to look forward to that time when they 
approach the making of their own home. In that third 
article, we will look at "Getting Married." 
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Fred Davis 

Introduction: 
Text: (Matthew 16:18) 
1. In this world of religious confusion - the church 

of Christ is different. 
2. Denominationalism has so long exis ted and so 

universally been felt that it has blinded minds as 
to what the church is . 

3. Any religious body which teaches that which is 
not taught in the New Testament is not the church 
which Jesus built. 

4. What is the church of Christ? 

I. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST WAS A 
MATTER OF PROPHECY. 
I. The prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 2: 1-4). (I Timothy 

3: 15· Eph. 2: 19-22; Matthew 28: 18-20; Col. 
I :23; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2: 17; Acts 2: 1-47; Luke 
24:46, 47; Luke 11:15; John 18:36; Matthew 
5:9). 

2. The prophet Daniel (Daniel 2:44; 7:13, 14). 
(Heb. 12:28; Eph. 1: 19-23). 

3. The prophet C hrist (Heb. I : I , 2; Acts 3:22, 23; 
Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8· 2:1-4). 

II. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS MADE 
UP OF THE SAVED. 
I. The Lord adds the saved to it (Acts 2:36-41 , 

47). 
2. All spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph. I :3; 

Col. I: 18). 
3. Salvation is in Christ (II Timothy 2: 10). 
4. We are to glorify God in the church (Eph. 

3:21). 

III. THE CHURCH 0 F CHRIST IS 
GOD'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
1. It has the responsibility of preaching the gospel 

to the lost (Mark 16: 15 ; I Timothy 3: 15). 
2. Every member has a responsibility in this work 

(Matthew 28:19, 20; Titus 3: I, 3; Romans 7:4; 
John 15:1-19). 

3. The church is all sufficient to do the work God 
has outlined- it needs no crutch to lean upon 
(Eph. 3: I 0; 3:21 ). 

4. The church is God's teaching institution and 
its' success depends upon it (John 6:44, 45; 
Romans 10:13-17; I Cor. 1:2 1; Eph. 4:15-16). 
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5. This teaching demands: 
( I) Preparation: (James 3: I , 2; II Timothy 

2:2, 15; Eph. 5: 17). 
(2) It should be safe-guarded by the elders 

(I Peter 5:2; Acts 20:28; Titus 1 :9). 
(3) Going to the lost (Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 

20:20-27; Luke 15:8-10). 
(4) Consecrated living (Romans 2:21-23; II 

Cor. 3:2; Matthew 5: 16). 

IV. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS A 
SPIRITUAL ENTITY. 
I. It is a spiritual house (I Peter 2:5). 
2. It is a spiritual temple with a spiritual priest

hood to offer sp iritual sacrifices (I Peter 2:5; 
I Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:19-22; Heb. 4:14-16; 7:22-
28). 

3. lt is a spiritual fami ly entered by a spiritual 
birth (John 3:3-5; Matt. 3:9; Gal. 3:26, 27). 

4. It is a spiritual kingdom with a heavenly king 
(John 18:36; Acts 2:29-33; I Cor. I 5:23-28). 

CONCLUSION: 
I. As before stated, the church of Christ is different. 
2. The Lord's church is self-contained. It does not 

depend upon any other institution, religious or 
secular for it's maintenance in the world. 

3. Jesus is coming back for it one day- don't you 
want to be a part of it's saved membership? 
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BIBLICAL STUDIES 

THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS 
(I Timothy 3: 1-7) 

Richard Guill 

Without intelligent foresight, planning, and capable 
leadership, the church cannot prosper. A church without 
well-advised counsel, skilled guidance, and intelligent 
supervision will be a failure. The difference between a 
living church and a dead church can almost always be 
traced directly to its leaders. 

The greatest need of the Lord's church of our age is not 
more elders, but more qualified elders. An unqualified 
eldership is a hindrance to the work and soundness of any 
congregation. 

In the passages before us Paul sets forth qualifications 
which men must possess in order to be appointed· as 
elders in the Lord's church. 

"If a man desire the office of a bishop ... " Desire 
becomes the first qualification. Not everyone is willing to 
undertake the responsibilities inv.olved in spiritual 
leadership, even though they may possess all of the other 
qualifications here listed. The eldership is not for the 
reluctant, but .for one who is willing to step forward and 
give leadership and direction to God's people. 

"He desireth a good work. "The eldership is not a place 
for the indolent or lazy person. It requires long hours, 
agonizing decisions, and work. Where elders do not 
work, you will find congregations that accomplish very 
little. 

"A bishop then must be blameless .•. " The Greek term 
here used is defined as "not laid hold upon, not open to 
censure, irreproachable". An elder must be a man of 
honor, integrity, and uprightness; one whose character is 
beyond reproach. No charge of misbehaviour or 
impropriety can be sustained against him. 

"The husband of one wife ... " It ought to be obvious 
that no woman can serve as an elder. She cannot meet this 
qualification. An elder must be married and have just one 
wife. If a man's wife has died and he is remarried, he is still 
the husband of one wife. 

"Jiigilant ... " This is from the Greek word "nephalios" 
which signifies to be free from the influence of 
intoxicants. In the American Standard it is translated as 
.. temperate''. By association it means sober and careful 
about one's habits and passions. 

8 (724) 

"Sober ... " This is from the Greek word "sophron" 
which means "of a sound mind, self-controlled, studious, 
wise." This quality cause a man to be serious-minded 
about the Lord's work. He must not be unstable, flighty, 
or frivolous. This doesn't mean that he cannot have a 
sense of humor, but he does realize the seriousness and 
gravity of the Lord's work and his responsibility in trying 
to give direction and leadership to the flock of God. 

"Of good behaviour ••. " The Greek word is "kosmios" 
which means "well-ordered, decorous, suitable, or 
becoming". This quality will make the man neat in his 
appearance, well-organized in his work, and studious in 
habit. 

"Given to hospitality ... " This quality demonstrates 
one's love and concern for others - both friends and 
strangers. An elder must have demonstrated that he is 
interested in people, helpful in meeting their needs, and 
friendly towards all. 

"Apt to teach ... " He must be willing to teach, be able to 
teach, and be qualified to teach. This quality is 
exemplified even more in Titus I :9 which says, "Holding 
fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may 
be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsayers." 

"Not given to wine ... "Thayer says, "One who sits long 
at his wine, given to wine, drunken, quarrelsome over 
wine; hence, brawling and abusive". An elder must not be 
one who drinks alcoholic beverages; neither should he be 
one who is always in a quarrel or fuss with others. 

"No striker ... " A striker is given to quick outbursts of 
temper. He is quick to resent and react to an insult or 
wrong whether it be real or imaginary. He has the 
disposition of "spoiling for a fight". Such an one is unfit 
to be a leader of God's people. 

"Not greedy of filthy lucre ... " A man must have 
demonstrated in his life that he is not greedy of gain, does 
not love money more than God, and is living by the 
principle of "seek ye frrst the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness" (Matthew 6:33). 

''Patient ... " This term means "lenient and yielding". 
This quality makes one gentle and approachable. As an 
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elder it is necessary that people feel free and comfortable 
about coming to him with their problems. They must 
know that he will gently receive them and they will find 
kind understanding and help. 

"Not a brawler ••. "This is closely related to some other 
qualities already discussed. This means he is not disposed 
to fight; is not quarrelsome or contentious. 

"Not covetous ••. " He is not always wanting that which 
is another's and which he does not possess. He is not 
stingy with that which he does have. Covetousness is a 
grievous sin, so serious that it is listed among those things 
for which a brother may be disfellowshipped (I 
Corinthians 5: I 0). 

"One that ruleth well his own house .•. " This has to do 
with his home life. He must be the head of his house. His 
wife and children must know and respect this fact ·and 
demonstrate such by their conduct. His wife must be 
obedient and submissive, chaste in behaviour, and 
modest in dress and adornment. His children must be 
believers, in subjection to their parents, and not be guilty 
of riotous living (Titus I :6). It is evident that there is a 
close parallel between the role of a husband and father 
and that of an elder in the church. Parenthetically, Paul 

·asks. "For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?". 

"Not a novice ... " The eldership is not a place for the 
inexperienced and new convert. When knowledge is 
deficient, seasoned judgment has not been learned, and 
trial has not proved one's abilities and loyalty to the 
Word of God, then one is not qualified to serve as a leader 
of God's people. 

"Moreover he must have a good report of them which 
are without .•. " One's reputation among those out of the 
church must also be considered. Sometimes men may act 
and speak one way around their brethren and another 
way when among men of the world. His influence for the 
Cause of Christ may depend upon whether he has a good 
report from those which are without. 

These qualifications concern a man's character, 
reputation, family life, and ability as a leader. Some are 
negative and some are positive; some are absolute while 
others are relative. Men who truly meet these 
qualifications are fit to lead God's people. May their 
number increase so that the Lord's church may have an 
abundance of men who will truly " ... take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers ... " (Acts 20:28). 

509 M t. Pelia Rd. 
Martin, TN 38237 • 

In Light of the Scriptures 
''THERE IS NO DISTINCTION ... '' 

Burton Coffman 

Perhaps the most amazing thing in current 
religious thinking is the concern of so many for what 
they imagine may be God's plan for secular Israel. 
The New Testament clearly teaches that God today 
has exactly the same plan for the Jew that he has for 
everyone else on the face of the earth. God's dealing 
with the human family, as revealed in the Bible 
allows "no distinction" between Jews or Gentiles or 
any others among all the races of men. 

"In every nation, he thatfeareth God and worketh 
righteousness is acceptable to him" (Acts I 0:35). 

"And He (God) made no distinction between us 
and them, (Jews, Gentiles), cleansing their hearts 
through faith" (Acts 15:9). 

''For there is no distinction" between Jews and 
Gentiles (Romans 3:22). 
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"For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek: for the same God is Lord of all, and is rich 
unto all that call upon him" (Romans I 0: 12). 

But what about the nation of Israel, the secular 
state? The state of Israel, even when it started was 
contrary to God's will and was called a "rejection of 
God himself" (I Samuel 8:7); and God declared of 
the sinful kingdom: 

"Behold the eyes of the Lord are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from the face of the 
earth" (Amos 9:8). 

The secular state of Israel was never God's chosen 
people, who were at that time the "spiritual seed" of 
Abraham, and although "in" the secular state, that 

(Continued on Page I 0) 
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In Light of the Scriptures 
(Continued from Page 9) 

state was not the "chosen" people; nor has any other 
earthly nation ever constituted the chosen people of 
God. 

Therefore, it is just as logical to suppose that the 
Germans or the Danes are "God's chosen people" as 
to imagine that the Jews enjoy that distinction. 

those who are members of the spiritual body of 
Christ and who follow Jesus in obedient faith. In 
short, the church of God in Christ are God's chosen 
people; and there are no others. No one of any race is 
excluded, neither Jew nor Gentile; but the idea that 
some racial group enjoys some special attention of 
Almighty God is preposterous and contrary to every 
word of the New Testament. 

"There is no c.Jistinction ... !" Let the full impact of 
that heavenly pronouncement once find a place in 
men's hearts, and ·a]] thought of God's having any 
chosen people (in the sense of race or nation) must 
perish. Today, the "chosen people of God" are all of 

All of the promises to Abraham in the Old 
Testament are today the property of the "New 
Israel," Christ's church. "/fye are Christ's, then are 
ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise" 
(Galatians 3:29). 

God through Christ calls all men! • 
CHRIST IN THE HOME BACK IN PRINT 

It gives me personal pleasure to 
announce that my book, CHRIST IN 
THE HOME, is now back in print 
again. I wrote this material a dozen 
years ago and Baker Book House of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, published 
it. It went through three printings 
with them before they chose to 
discontinue it in 1982. It was out of 
print for several months during 1982 
and 1983. Quality Publications of 
Abilene, Texas, is the new publisher 
and has just released, a few months 
back, its first printing with a new 
cover and some revisions made in the 
book. The new price is $5.95 and may 
be purchased from your favorite 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

bookstore or from this writer at P. 0. 
Box 464, Ripley, Tennessee 38063. 
Allow $1.00 for postage and mailing 
bag. Bible classes who use it or 
individuals who purchase five or 
more copies at one ordering to one 
address will be given a I 0 per cent 
discount and postage prepaid if sent 
to the Ripley address. Across the 
years many readers of FIRM 
FOUNDATION have ordered this 
book to give as presents for holiday 
seasons, wedding gifts, for individual 
study or for use in various Bible 
studies such as VBS, Couples' classes, 
Ladies' classes, Young People's 
classes, outside reading for college 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

classes and preacher training classes 
which were dealing with marriage and 
the home. FIRM FOUNDATION 
gave a favorable review of this book 
when it first came out in the early 
1970's. For all such kindnesses 
exhibited toward this book I am 
profoundly grateful. Many thanks to 
the present . editor of FIRM 
FOUNDATION, my long time friend 
- William S. Cline, for allowing this 
notice to see the light of printed day in 
this great weekly journal. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-87 4-1804 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hirine 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Eucutlw Dii'ICtDr, It P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 7071448·3557. 
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NOTICE TO 
OUR READERS 

In the near future we will again feature the 
news page "FROM THE HARVEST 
FIELDS." We will welcome any news that 
would be of general interest to our readers. The 
material should be typed, double spaced and 
generally no longer than one-half page. It 
should include the name and address of the 
author, followed by the news report. Following 
this form will greatly assist us in editing the 
material submitted. The longer the article, the 
less chance it will have of being printed. 

Many have expressed an interest in a "News 
Column" and we are happy to follow their 
suggestions. We are counting on our readers to 
send us the reports. The news page will only be 
as good as our contributors make it. 

THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

• Seven volwnes in one 

NOT FOR SALE 
If any preacher, elder, teacher, 
preacher-school, Christian 
college, or anyone who thinks he 
could make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE THINGS 
SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send 
your name and address to the 
Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 
610, Austin, TX 78767. The Scott 
Little Free Book Trust. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN M1n111ry works w1lh lallnful congregallona ot ll'le 
churchaa ot Crmtt whole mamtleta on m1111ary 1n11attauona 
wOflctwlde are wa111ng to help your 1o..c1 ones - as tl'ley hawa 
helped woth the ap•r•tllal and pllys1<:al nHCia or t!W>uaanda of 
others durong tl'le past l1wa yaara Th11 sennca 11 '-' 

Sand "ame. complete address. pnone and m111tary 1natattatoon. 
and s~:~u•tual concht10n. 11 known along w1th your name and ad· 
C1ra111o 

(~· 
AMEN 

WHtre·s FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Wast Monroe. LCMrollanl 7121t 

A1:Deritu MW1ar7 E• ... •ll:dq Nadou 

Giant 7Yz" x 12." 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
College Press 

829.95 
Regular Price After 

November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November 1, 1983 

Only 

S24.95 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST . 

• Features Campbell's fll'st and fmest studies in the 
Bitle as he attempted to fmd the Ancient order of 
things! 

r---------------------------YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fme quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm ~ounbation fublie~ing ~ouee, ~nc. 

P. 6. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 25, 1983 

0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of $24.9S 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

S29.9S plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1 -800-87 4-1804 

Name ______________________________ __ 

Address ---------------------

Signature 
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You are invited to attend the SECOND ANNUAL 

CARIBBEAN EMPHASIS WORKSHOP 

to be held at the 
DARBY DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2002 Darby Drive; Florence, Alabama 

November 18-20, 1983 
Fri. 7:00-9:00 pm Sat. 9:00 am-9:30 pm 

Sun. 9:00-11:30 am 

The purpose of this Workshop is to inform 
brethren concerning the work of the Lord in the 
Caribbean and to inspire the Church to get more 

involved in this mission area. 

COME AND BE INSPIRED BY 

Former Missionaries to the Caribbean 
National Evangelists and Missionaries 

who live there now 
Future Missionaries planning to go there 

Veteran Campaign workers who have seen 
first-hand the needs and opportunities 

HAVE YOU EVER 
SAID TO YOURSELF ..... 
Someday I am going to get a commentary on the 
whole Bible written by a faithful Christian 

Lunch and Supper provided in 
Darby Drive Fellowship Hall on Saturday 

WORKSHOP DIRECTED BY DON STARKS 
CARIBBEAN CAMPAIGNS FOR CHRIST 

DISPLAYS 

Exhibits limited to brotherhood projects 
that directly involve the Caribbean Islands. 

Commercial space thru Sat. night only 

LODGING available in Members homes 

Special Rates at Motor Lodge Motel 
(Formerly Howard johnson's) 

1241 Florence Blvd. 

Write or call today for 
Room and/or Display Reservations 

Don Starks - 205-766-7349 
Church Office- 205-764-4073 

DEHOFF'S COMMENTARY 
George W. DeHoff 

1. Beloved King James text printed In full in large, clear type. 
No need to be shifting from the commentary to the Bible and back 
again. 

2. Comprehensive but concise. The chaff has been winnowed 
out-only the wheat Is here. Gives a satisfying explanation of 
every chapter in the Bible. No wasted words In this commentary. 

3. Scholarly, true to the Bible. The author has spent fifty years 
preaching, studying and preparing this commentary. (He has bap· 
tized over 10,000 people.) 

4. This commentary will be used-no obscure reference to 
Greek, Hebrew and languages not now in use; no long discus· 
slons of what the " theologians" have said. This Is an effort to 
learn what God has said. 

5. The maps, charts, outlines and Introductions to the books 
of the Bible add to the usefulness of this commentary. 

6. The ideal commentary for the average man. It abounds In 
helps for the minister In makmg his sermon, the teacher In prepar· 
lng his lesson and for the student seeking to Increase his 
knowledge of God's Word. 
Expensive, beautiful and durable law book binding. Blue, engraved 
in black and gold. Every volume a collector' s item. 

Volume 1-Genesis through Deuteronomy . . . . . . . ... Price $17.95 
Volume 11-Joshua through Esther .. ... ........... Price $17.95 
Volume Ill-Job through Song of Solomon . . ... .... Price $17.95 
Volume IV-Isalah through Malachi ..... .... ...... Price $17.95 
Volume V-Matthew through Acts ........ . .. . . ... Price $17.95 
Volume VI-Romans through Revelation .... . ...... Price $17.95 

The set, 6 Volumes, Special $99.95 

Order From 

DEHOFF PUBLICATIONS 
749 N.W. Broad St. Murfreesboro, Tenn. 37130 

12 [nB] FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 25,1983 



8 New Books for Ladies Classes 
::" .... -.-.. ============================f0rder Now!\ 
C.r.Swr.Z.., l~ _ 
Pic ... w:rld aw __ cope.• ol 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 The Wise Woman Know>, S.f.KII 0 The Sl-cr<:< of Hind's Feet , 52.50 
0 Mwt My Friend !>J,•id. S.f.KO 0 Today's Vinorious Woman, Vol. 2, S.\.95 
0 Tuduy's Vinorious Woman, Vol. I. S.\.9S 0 DL·dsions, Vol. 2, S,\ .95 
0 DL..:isiuns. Vol. I. S.\ .9S 0 Balance: A Modern Christian Challcnl(e. S-1.80 
0 Risi n~t A hove S1rile, S4.HII 0 Poyment Enclosed 
0 Strivinl( lor Holiness. S1.1S 

PleuSc udd SI.1S fur poSW)te und hundlinl( fu r urdcrs less thun S ICI.IKI and add 15'ii lor o rders more than SW.UU. 

Two of the Most Popular Authors 
Mut M y f r'Cnd O a¥1111. 

J.• ""'~ ,,.., .. ..,......~ 
Ur 1'\,. C.,,_ c-• Uwt M""'r el 
tN W.:-J l ... D•• .. 1twt-
c.a#l -.lt Oa...., "'P ...,. .t ~ ,_.., 
_, ............ lfl4tn.tr--~ 
,. , ... w,u,., .. .,,,~"' 
pu 1tMtl\ .. l>roc't 1Jt, bo.lt,.·,'U ~to _lft._., .. ~ •. - ... 114: 

u!k) t "" " "' '"'"' w\doo. IOilil·ond •••1'14.1 . ... ,..... , • ., l 
The Waw: Wom.an KnowL 

._.,, __ ,,..c.a..r ... Mrt~ 

.,,....,,, • ..,11fr .. ,... w-~M 
'llw \lf.., "'-l...u. HttH-.M 
w INdr" ~~ u.. ....., -
_,_ ll'l or4fttet.~rrd 

.,.,. ~- ~~-"dtrtltN 
,.., ......,..., fu~t. hcrMII, toN OJIPOI'• 
~•t..hulrt .... t~~llihn4tM!f)t• 
~ ,.,., J410 

Useful Studies for Successful Living 

$w H.t ..... ~ thot _,., 70.,_... 
Mw41,,.,.,...,.. ,._,.,hf Nun' 
11 ''""Ill tllf Cht oU oUI loff 
..... ._....,111, • A MIOdt u u0.,_ Nr ... 
~~~~..,.,, . ...... . ,..,.. .ftlf 
dl..- M..O.t . . .... tNt, I,.. , , 
w!Q f M•U ,.0... l•lf'Uft lw.l'ov U I 
CJ<w ... _ thM too' ll.i~t rqf fUC~ 

~ - ,.,.,. S: JO 

.....,c,.--Jt* A_M..,..b 
tJroow Ill " Mwt.h for tlw INC - -WW'C 

(f/ ho&.w .. "' '"'" .,.,.. . ........ 
u • .. ,. "')Urw fot,uu Wll.hll 
--..-slcrtht~-.... 
~ ... - .... '"lN L.c" 
, .. , UlJ 

Excellent 
Classroom Studies 

v•-.1•-.11 
,.., ) It...,.. .. At-~. 

2.~ .. ..,.,,-·-··0w-ot· 
t..ol.lt""' nt1"f' fMt1 flhrf Wf' Mrf 
~,_ .. _.....,...,......,.., .,w,., ......._,., _ _...,. 
Stnl. 0.'-'--' MUf, \k ..-twr-1 
~!--,.. __ ,.,.,u., 

V"-- 1•-4 l 
~-- Ate~ddw-.J 
- ......... a.- .... 
-.., ~tlw"-wfllkca-- fJ..U.""""",... __ 
~ ... .... ~dot_.. • ....,.u...,.w .. .,.--.,,_ 
... ~ Mn ,_. . .. .... 
,...,.I"Ud .... d.. ......... ... 
~.w.,.,., JJ, 

Answers to Struggles 

of Christianity 

B&lancc· 1\ Modem 
Chrucw.n Ch&llrn,rt. 

A• .. M 0.•11 ~.,. • .._qfll 
tfrw'~~·w. ofO!nM · N "&rt• 
oNflknlldr, Jlht ... .Dr • .,.,c.....Dr. 
.Nt .... ., s.-.. , · . ....s u. 
•• ,.-tltk • • ftl l"t-t» 11 
nw~.u ..... ttw~"'· 
"""' .. "'"''_..,_.... ......... 
f'C"''"" ....... *""""""" lk aMt 
r.:"' J ,...._ .. , . ,~ ... .., 

""'"'cA .... •StrilL 
){ • ..,,..,..w,.., A•...trofNw.:tw 
-WA C~IUI _,. ~ Ill 
....-.. --hlhct..rd ~
-~- o. ... di.U f .... 
...,..,...._,._~,."" 

J.,.., ...,t1,, ....,t......, ... bt 

kn.- U,. ..... """ J Vo.bkt.. pt9' 
bk- WOiil ___.., M lht ...W..r lO 
Hllpl' • -"t-""•' ,,..., S-4 10 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN # 501 

DedUctibles . ....... . ........... $100.00 

Family ... .. ........ . .. .. . ..... $154.00 

Single ................... . .. .. $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN # 502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN # 503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or c1ll for details. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 25, 1983 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496·4888 
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The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effor t in expository writing ... setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical. scholarly work for sermon preparation, classroom reaching. or personal study. Written 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid, these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

We now have a full stock on all volumes. Order a complete set now. These 
commentaries make wonderful gifts. Prices will increase after the first of the year. The 
volume on Revelation is already a classic. Over one thousand have sold since we placed it 
back in stock. Take advantage of these low prices while you can. 

COMMENTARY ON: 
M auhew 
Mark 
Luke 
lohn 
A CIS 

Romans 
I & II Corinlhlans 

r---------ABOUITHEAUTHOR --------~ 

james Burton Coffman is noted for his gifted 
ministry. his religious scholarship and his self
less efforts on behalf of others. His extens1ve 
w ritings are the invaluable tools of religious 
leaders throughout the United States. Mission
aries are currently using these commenraries 
all over the world. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE -CALL NOW 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Go\lacoans Colossoan~ 
I & II Thessalonians 

Philemon 
Heboews 
lame~ Jude 
Revela110n 
( I 2. volume sel) 

--~-hi~~onst 
SINCE 1884 

Send your order to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

Individual volumes S I 0.95 
11 volume set S 115.00 

Add 15% for del ivery and handling. Florida 
residents add 5% sales 1 ax. 

National - 1-800-874-1804 

FIRM FOUNDATION-OCTOBER 25, 1983 



c L A S s I F I E D 
MISSION MINDED CONCRECAnON NEEDED 

Need a congregation or congregations to assume 
bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300' lot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. DesifPled espec:ially 'to accommodate c:onlrt'ei'lltiona For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. jones, 
Jackson, At,' 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205·246-9841. 

advertising meetin~r plac:es, preachers seeking work or coni'rei'atlons aeekine preachers. Abo other 
ac:c:eptable matter. 

Also, there Is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

BEAR VALLEY CIIURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangelism-Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 

"approved for Veteran•a training .. 
Leonard M. Gray-Director 

I (808) D86-58QO, 2707 Sn. Lamar. Denver. Co 80227 

FULL TIME MINISTER WANlED ·congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
i~t~~~~dian St., New Iberia, LA 70560or call Phi II Rampey, 

BREWER. MAINE-241 Center St., V.F.W: Hall. 
SundBY classes, 10:1&: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2689, or 866-4888. Visitors Welc:ome. Write about 
aewc:omers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA. SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasanton, California 84S66 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

ATl"N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 8680 N. "E." 
St. Sunday 9:80 & 10:80 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2811. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 s. Logan 803-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tel e.: 988-1024 

See YeJlow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright. minister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. . 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 

~oe!tsTa:~e11~; 4,~~~~~~7~rv St. Zip 12601. Or call 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St .. Lubbock. TX 79411. 
A.LA.SKA.- ANCHORAGE ClllJILCH OF 
OBRIST, 2700 De Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 814, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
Phone 272-7584 or 844-5719. 

REUCIOUS BOOKS BOUCHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74B01. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES-write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texaa 79604. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially Independent christian with wide range of experience 
with congregations (both with and without eli:lers, and as· an 
elder himself) has develo~d a ministry to aid In the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeDiv rooted In God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
CIOC\gregatlon and her orpn1zatlon, unity, and work. 

For more Information mcludlng resume write or caQ Charles 
Craham, Box 1985, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 36~4361. 

APPUCAnONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
&VICES, SECRETARIAL, RBJEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OIJ:IER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FlUNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEA SF ('ONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) ~7725 (day) or 589· .• ;b (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENT5-The West End Church of 
Christ is developing a program for college and univer
sity students in the Nashville area. If you or someone 
you know will be attending school in Nashville this fa11 1 
please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 3720S. 

lNVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation 
trlea to •creen advertl•lng, and will not 
kDowlnglJ' take questionable advertiiiiDir• 
But It 18 the reader'• responslb1Ut7 to ID• 
vestlgate. Like any otlaer paper, we IIOme
tlmes UDwlttlnsly run an UDwortlay .ad. 
All tlae old saTing pe11, before J'OU lnve•t. 
IDveatl~r~~te I 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506 Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., WedneSday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 
Bellview Preacher Training School,4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, 
Flonda 32506, full2 year program, V .A. approved, Phone 904-453-
3426, Max R. Miller, Director 

fiRM fOUNDA liON-OCTOBER 25, 1983 

Financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, Interim or fill 
ln. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
Dallas. 75234. (214) 245-6202. 
Y U !lA, ARIZ., OGl W. :.C8tla St. Sunday-

10. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 
FALL LECTURE SERIES AT AVENUE T- TEMPLE, TEXAS 

The Elders hear at "T" have planned an outstanding line-up of 
speakers and topics forourfalllectureseries. The lectureship will 
be conducted five consecutive Wednesday nights beginning 
October 5th and concluding November 2nd. The Theme of this 
lectureship will be "The Purpose of the Gospel of john.'' The 
men and their topics are: Oct. 5th- "Signs in the Gospel of John," 
John Orr, Llano, Texas; Oct. 12th- "Belief in the Gospel of John," 
Leonard Mullens, Salado, Texas; Oct. 19th- "Life in the Gospel of 
John," Gary Workman, Mesquite, Texas; Oct. 26th -"Jesus the 
Christ," H. I. Taylor, Temple, Texas; Nov. 2nd- "Jesus the Son of 
God," Max T. Neel, Waco, Texas. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 7S good song 
books which have been used but are in good condition. We wish 
to make them available to some mission congregation or camp 
which might be able to use them. They are free except for the 
cost of postage to deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Cllrist, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 8407B. 

-<OMPUTER SOFTWARE-
EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING- BIBLE QUIZZES AND 
GAMES- (VIC-20, ATARI 400/800, Tl-99, TRS 80.COLOR). For 
complete information write or call: MTM, 9608 Briarwood, 
Knoxville, TN 37923, Phone 693-0493. 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for evan~elism 
program on campus of University of Arkansas at Montccello. 
Salary commensurate with qualifications. Send resume, 
transcript, and 3 letters of reference to Dr. T. Bently Wigley, 
Chairman, Search Commiuee, Monticello Church of Christ, P. 
0. Box 485, Monticello, AR 71655. Position available Nov. 1 or 
until suitable applicant found. For additional information call 
(5011 367-3919 (day! or (501) 367-9640 (night). 
BUS WANTED- 66 passenger. Prefer donated and in good 

~~=~~· ~~~~ ~~~~~~~33-7805 Church of Christ, Twin Falls, 

FREEl Small congregation in mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40.50 on Wednesday nights. Want 
to do mission workl Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, 
KS 66534 or call 913-284-2022 or 402-8S5-4375. 
Preacher available for pulpit fill or interim work. Missouri-Illinois 
area. Call Gary C. Watson (217) 942-5595 or write B21 Locust St., 
Carrollton, IL 62016. 
MEDICAL STUDENT WITH PLANS FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW 
TESTAMENT MEDICAL CLINIC TO SERVE CONGREGATIONAL 
NEEDS AND ESTABLISH COMMUNITY OUT REACH SEEKS 
POSITION WITH METROPOLITAN CONGREGATION. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION WRITE JAMES LITSEY, BOX 1B6, BOO 
ROSE STREET, LEXINGTON, KY 40536. 

TRULY GREAT MISSION OPPORTUNITY for small congregation. 
Vital, healthy older missionary needs your suppon In South 
Africa. Thiny years of full-time service in Cape· Town. Native 
South African. Well-known. Enormously respected. Great 
communicator with supporters. Multi-lingual. Be sole 
supponing and sponsoring congregation for $600 p/month. 
Present sponsori'!S church beginning challenging new work in 
South America. (713) 255-2600 or 351-4445. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 
NATIVE New England Gospel preacher seekin~ suppon for new 
work in Southern Massachusetts area to begm January, 1984. 
Foundation work already started. Interested congregations 
contact David A. Coombs, 271 Lewiston Ave., Willimantic, CT 
06226, Tel. 203-456-2670. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per 
year (prt;paid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega· 
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
78767. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- JANUARY 30, 1984 AND AUGUST 24, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1B01 Btown Trail, Bedford (Fori Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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SZTANYO TAYLOR TI101<1PSON WADDEY WIWAMS 

STUDIES IN HEBREWS 
NOVEMBER 13-17, 1983 DUB McCLISH, DIRECTOR 
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Too Far to Jerusalem 
W. N. (Bill) Jackson 

When God's kingdom divided, after the reign of 
Solomon, Jeroboam was made ruler of the northern 
kingdom, Israel. He well knew that the law of God 
required that those following God should return to 
Jerusalem to worship, but he was fearful that he 
would lose the citizenry to Rehoboam, ruler of the 
southern kingdom. "Jeroboam said in his heart, 

' Now shall the kingdom return to the house of 
Dauid" (I Kings 12:26). With the desire in mind of 
keeping the people loyal to himself, he instituted the 
worship of idols, installing them in Dan and Bethel, 
and he stated to the people, "It is too much for you 
to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, 0 Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" (I 
Kings 12:28, 29). The leader had spoken, however 
wrong he might have been, and the people followed. 
The nation was in transgression, due to the attitude 
that "it's too far to Jerusalem!" 

The "Jerusalem" Appeal 

Down through the years, even in the New 
Testament age, we are inclined to speak of a return 
to the things of God as returning "to Jerusalem." 
Men speak of the "old Jerusalem gospel," and of 
the danger of so over-reacting to some error in one 
direction that we will, without thinking, "run past 
Jerusalem." Those who desire to hear preaching 
loyal to the word, and who desire that the scriptures 
be cited behind the points made, speak of preaching 
with "the old Jerusalem ring." I must admit that I like 
that emphasis, for it acknowledges that there is 
some standard, some basis and some pattern, and 
that we should be loyal to that standard. We know 
the standard to be the word of God, which is the 
basis by which we will be judged (John 12:48), and 

which has been provided for us by God as an all
sufficient standard (II Tim. 3:16, 17). We want, 
always, to give that "old Jerusalem ring" in our 
teaching! 

Sectarianism Says, "Too Far To 
Jerusalem!" 

The situation in Israel, wherein Jeroboam led his 
people away from God's will, is typical of the 
attitudes resulting in sectarianism. There is the 
standard of God, and we all should be abiding by 
that standard, but the religious world cries out, "It's 
too far to go to Jerusalem! We'll do it our own way!" 
On the nature of the church built by the Lord, and all 
the New Testament's identifying features of that 
church, we hear those around us say, "It's too far to 
Jerusalem! We think this is the way we'll go, 
regardless of what the New Testament says." On 
the avenues of worship, and the clear instructions 
set forth in the word, men say, "It's too far to 
Jerusalem. We'll just worship as we please, 
assuming that honesty and sincerity is sufficient to 
please God." Yes, we are far removed from 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

DON'T BE A QUITTER 

Several years ago I heard the story of an army colonel who 
was being quizzed by his superior officers to ascertain his 
fitness to command. The colonel was given this problem: 

"You are occupying the valley with 4,000 men. On the hills 
to your right the enemy has 5,000 men; and on the hills to your 
left the enemy has 7,000 men. Each end oft he valley is blocked 
with 10,000 enemy troops. You are outgunned and 
outmanned on every hand. What would you do?" 

The colonel thought about the problem carefully for several 
minutes before he ~onfidently said, "/ would resign my 
commission." 

I am not an authority in such matters, but I am certain that 
the colonel did not give d)e correct answer. When yo.u are 
faced with problems, the most foolish thing in the world is to 
attempt to quit. The world does not love a quitter. No one ever 
received a medal of commendation for quitting in the time of 
difficulty. Those who press on even in the face of danger, 
much less in great difficulty, are those that are recognized for 
their efforts. 

Not only is it senseless to attempt to quit during times of 
problems; it is also senseless to spend all your time attempting 
to find out who is to blame. The vital question when problems 
arise is not, ''Who is to blame for this?", but rather"What can 
I do to solve the problem?" 

God will not accept our resignation. He wants us to solve 
problems and difficulties regardless of the odds. Whether it is 
defending the faith, living the Christian life, or whatever the 
challenge, God expects us to keep on keeping on! The apostle 
Paul fought a good fight; he finished the course; he kept the 
faith. Let us follow his worthy example! Be a doer of the work 
which has been given to you. Don't be a quitter. 

• 
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Too Far to Jerusalem 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Jeroboam's times, in terms of years but not so far 
removed ir:t terms o~ at!itude toward the things of 
God - attitudes whtch Invent and insert additions 
modifications and alterations to the system of God' 
Men decide, "It's too far to Jerusalem. We'll just d~ 
our own thing." 

Lessons For Us Today 

Looking at the record in I Kings 12, there are a 
number of lessons there for us: 

(1) There is, first, the lesson on the SHAME 
OF DIVISION. Here, in God's own nation, among 
God's own people, is that which God hates. His 
attitude toward that has not changed through the 
years, and he commands those things making for 
unity in this New Testament age. Indeed, Paul's 
words are that we are to so live and behave that we 
" ... all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (I Cor. 1:10). We look into I Kings 12, and 
note that God saw Israel's division as sin (v. 30) and 
that division then led to a number of ~ther 
deviations from God's will as part and parcel of it. 

(2) There is also here the lesson on THE 
POWER OF INFLUENCE. For all that God 
ex~ected of those who would serve as kings over his 
nation, the man would be first a spiritual leader. In 
Israel, and later when the kingdom was divided the 
few times when the nation(s) were indeed in tim~s of 
glory was when a godly and obedient man sat on the 
throne. Here is the lesson for us all, regardless of the 
place we fill in the kingdom, on the power of our 
influence. And, we will have influence and exert it 
for either good or evil. The apostle said "For non~ 
of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself" 
(Rom. 14:7). 

Those who serve as preachers, elders, Bible class 
teachers - especially those who stand up to teach 
others - should know of the power of their 
influence, and of the great harm done when their 
influence is not for good and for God. Both 
Jeroboam, and then Rehoboam in the southern 
kingdom, occupied a powerful position over their 
nations, and through ungodly influence led their 
n~tions away from Jehovah. In the church today, 
thtnk of the errors of liberalism, and how these 
things have been broadcast widely by preachers, 
elders and teachers using the powers of their 
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influence to harm the saints of God! 

(3) There is here also the lesson on THE 
RELIGION OF CONVENIENCE. And that is the · 
argument made by Jeroboam in urging his people to 
conduct worship, after an idolatrous fashion there 
in their own area rather than in continuing t~ abide 
by the instructions of God. Throughout the history 
of man on this planet, we see repeatedly that man 
has moved away from God so often when he 
decided he would do that which was ~onvenient 
rather than that which was obedient! 

s>nce more, we note that this is primarily the 
attitude found in sectarianism, wherein a question 
about Biblical authority for doctrine and practice is 
pushed aside, and men justify matters by "I think .. .it 
seems to me ... we like thus-and-so ... " etc. The 
~eligion of convenience! Really, we can see that this 
ts a ~atte~ of men moving by self-will, r?lther than by 
God s wtll. The very first requirement for 
discipleship is that a man deny himself (Luke 9:23). 
The essence of obedience is that one is rejecting his. 
own will, and devoting himself to the doing of the will 
of the Lord, and it is not a dedication conditioned on 
WHAT IS CONVENIENT! We must always teach 
men to so view the scriptures, and see them as 
authoritative, that their dedication will be to the 
obeying of God, regardless of the requirements. 

( 4) There is, finally, a lesson for those in the 
kingdom as pertains to their Christian duty 
and service. Again, we do not operate on the level 
of self-will, performing only "if it's convenient." Our 
attitude must be that it is never "too far to 
Jerusalem," and we will do God's things in 
God's way, and devote ourselves fully' to 
abiding by his will in our lives. Let us preach the 
"old Jerusalem gospel," sounding forth the 
message of God with such power and clarity that 
men can hear the "old Jerusalem ring " and in all 
things teach and demonstrate such loyalty to God's 
word that men will want to obey God, never having 
the attitude that "it's too far to Jerusalem!" 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 787 45 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 /448·3557. 
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WHAT MUST·I DO TO BE SAVED? 
(NO.3) 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

This article continues with the most important 
question that ever left the lips of any man at any time 
regardless of the momentous issues humanity has 
discussed across the countless centuries of the 
past. In studies up to this time we have observed the 
asking of the query and the answering of the 
question. In order to make the matter just as crystal 
clear as possible the remaining three articles will be 
spent in illustrating the question by showing some 
responses in human action and implicit obedience. 

AT PENTECOST 

On that very memorable day of Pentecost Simon 
Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the 
great sermon that Luk~ recorded in Acts 2. In that 
moving message Peter preached to them Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. Being convicted by the 
power of his simple and yet profound message they 
cried out for information as to what they should do 
in order to have their sins remitted. Peter in Acts 
2:38 told them to repent and be baptized for the 
remission of their sins. What response did they give 
Peter's striking command? The Bible says in Acts 
2:41, 47, 

Then they that gladly receiued his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls ... Praising God, and 
hauing fauour with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saued. 

These people were not passive in conversion; they 
were active. They were not Calvinistic in the first 
century and thus minus any and all conditions; there 
were stipulations imposed and toward them they 
were implicitly obedient. View the matter:
specifically. These people DID what Peter told them 
to do. He told them to repent. They repented. He 
told them to be baptized or immersed. They were 
baptized 'or immersed. They did not quibble about 
the demand to repent; they did not quibble relative 
to the command to be immersed. Those who spend 
their lives quibbling about doing the Lord's clearly 
revealed will are NEVER going to be saved. A 
quibbler is not usually a doer and God's grace does 
not save quibblers; it saves doers of his will. 

4 (736) 

IN SAMARIA 

In Acts 8 we read of the conversion of the 
Samaritans. Relative to this Luke records that Philip 
the evangelist "preached Christ unto them" (Acts 
8:5). The preaching of Christ is the firm foundation 
of every real and genuine conversion. There can be 
no scriptural conversion in its absence. Where 
Christ is not preached there are NO conversions
not that first one!! The Bible says in Acts 8:12, 13, 

But when they belieued Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. Then Simon himself belieued also: and when 
he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 
wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which 
were done. 

Please observe the holy and harmonious 
connection between this passage and Mark 16:15, 
16. Mark 16:15 commands the preaching of the 
gospel. Philip in Acts 8:5, 12 preached Christ, the 
good tidings or news relative to the kingdom of God 
and the name of Jesus Christ. This all adds up to his 
preaching the gospel of Christ unto them. In Mark 
16:16 Jesus commanded that people believe and be 
baptized in order that they might be saved. The 
Samaritans in general and Simon, the former 
sorcerer, in particular believed and were baptized. If 
when people believe the gospel and its dynamic 
declaration of Christ's Deity and are baptized they 
are saved or converted, then most assuredly these 
Samaritan men and women and Simon were 
converted or saved for they ALL believed Philip's 
message and each one was immersed. If Mark 16:16 
is so, AND IT SURELY IS, then these people were 
saved, they were truly converted. Let it be 
remembered that Philip was inspired and also Luke 
who recorded these words was inspired also. 
Hence, these conversions in Acts 8 at Samaria 
passed under the inspection of the Holy Spirit twice. 
Once when Philip was there;· once when they were 
chosen and recorded by Luke, the inspired church 
historian. For good measure we might even add a 
third. When Peter and John, apostles from 
Jerusalem, came down to Samaria, neither one of 
them doubted the validity of these Samaritan 
conversions. Hence, indirectly, they gave their 
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v?ice of approval that these people, inclusive of 
Stmon the sorcerer, had obeyed the gospel and by 
the Lord had been added to the church of Christ. 

ON THE WAY TO GAZA 

The conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch or the 
African nobleman is one of the best loved and most 
frequently discussed of all conversion accounts in 
the book of Acts. There is no danger that we will 
emphasize it too much. Brother T. B. Larimore was 
once engaged in a gospel meeting. One night he 
preac~ed on the conversion of the eunuch. The very 
next ntght he preached again on the conversion of 
the eunuch. Sister Larimore asked him after the 
second consecutive lesson on Acts 8 if he realized 
he had repeated last night's lesson. His remark in 
essense, was a classic, "It was a good one wasn't it?" 
Sermons on what one must do to be saved will never 
be repeated too much and there is grave danger in 
our day that such lessons are scarce indeed and not 
presented with the frequency and fervency as was 
once the case. Perhaps this is one of the 
contributing factors as to why we are not immersing 
as many as we formerly did. Let us now note Luke's 
account in Acts 8:26-39, 

An~ the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Anse, and go toward the south unto the way that 
goeth down from Jerusalem to Gaza, which is desert. 
An~ h~ arose and went: and, behold, a man of 
Ethropra, an eunuch of great authority under 
Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the 
charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem 
for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his 
chariot read Esaias the prophet, Then the Spirit said 
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 
And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the 
prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what 
thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some 
man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he 
would come up and sit with him. The place of the 
scripture which he read was this, He was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before 
his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who 
shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from 
the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, 
I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of 
himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and began at the same scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip said, If thou belieuest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. And when they were come up 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-NOVEMBER 1, 1983 

ou~ .of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Phrlrp, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went 
on his way rejoicing. 

It is worthy of observation that the angel and the 
Holy Spirit did not make an appearance to the 
eunuch: The angel's mission was to direct Philip the 
evangehst to the place and the Spirit's mission was 
to guide the preacher to the specific one to be 
converted. The man to be converted was high in 
governmental circles of his African nation. Yet he 
was very religious though he was religiously wrong. 
He was still worshipping under a law that had been 
abolished - the Mosaic Economy. He was a 
student - an eager student - of Sacred Scripture. 
He was reading Isaiah 53 when the evangelist joined 
him in his travels from Judaea to Ethiopia. Isaiah 53 
is a crystal clear prophecy relative to Jesus Christ. 
This studied chapter on the eunuch's part offered a 
number one opportunity for the great gospel 
preacher Philip to begin at that very place and 
proclaim the Christ which he did promptly and 
powerfully, convincingly and conclusively. 
Fallowing a period of thorough instruction the apt 
student was ready to be immersed into Christ. 
Upon a confession of his beautiful and budding faith 
they both went down into the water - both Philip, 
the preacher, and the eunuch, the gospel subject
and Philip baptized him into the noble name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in harmony with 
Great Commission charges (Matt. 28: 19). The 
converted Treasurer from distant Ethiopia went on 
his way rejoicing while Philip was caught away by the 
Spirit to other pressing places that required his 
earnest, evangelistic endeavors (Acts 8:39, 40). In 
the conversion of this man he was taught; he 
believed in Christ; he confessed faith in Jesus as 
God's Son; he was baptized (immersed) in order 
that he might be saved in harmony with the Great 
Commission essentials of Mark 16:15, 16. These we 
know explicitly for they are directly stated. That he 
repented we know implicitly since only the penitent 
can know God in the remission of sins (Luke 24:47; 
Acts 2:38). The rejoicing he experienced was 
subsequent (NOT BEFORE) to his baptism almost 
all denominational preachers to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Reader friends, are you reading with caution and 
care, with power and profit? If your conversion does 
not coincide with those about whom we have 
contemplated as writer and reader respectively in 
this study, in all candor and kindness YOU HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCRIPTURALLY CONVERTED!! To 

(Continued on Page 6) 

5 (737] 

I u 



What Must I Do To Be Saved? (No.3) 
(Continued from Page 5) 

be saved as they were you must hear what they 
heard, believe what they believed, repent of your 
sins just as they repented of theirs, confess the same 
Christ and his Deity that they confessed and be 
immersed in water for the remission of your.sins just· 
as they were for the remission of their. sins. Then 
and then only will you be saved as they were saved. 
Then and then only will you enter what they entered. 
- the Lord's church (Acts 2:47). The Lord will not 
add you to 'the wrong church. You will know that 
you are a member of the Lord's church ___.. not that 
and something plus that. Nobody in Bible times ever 

was added to the Lord's church and then entered 
something else at the same time. Yet we have men 
now contending that such is very much possible 
today. I deny such with all the power of my being. 
God's approved children are in the church of his 
Son. They are not in it and IN something else at the 
same time. If they enter something else after 
obeying the gospel, as some sadly have done, they 
become ERRING Christians. They are NOT 
KNOWLEDGEABLE, SINCERE AND DEVOUT 
Christians!! They are ERRING, MISPLACED AND 
MISDIRECTED children of God when they leave 
the Lord's church and go into human 
denominationalism. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

BIBLICAL STUDIES 

THE QUAL/FICA TIONS 
OF DEACONS 

(I Timothy 3:8-13) 

Virgil L. Hale 

In order for a congregation of the Lord's church 
to be fully and scripturally organized, there must be 
elders and deacons appointed. However, until such 
time as men are qualified, it is better to be 
scripturally unorganized than to be unscripturally 
organized. It · is feared ·that far too often, 
congregations .in their haste to have elders and 
deacons ignore God's divine qualifications and thus 
become unscripturally organized. Some contend 
that no man can. meet all of the qualifications given, 
so they surmise as long as the qualifications are met 
coliectively, this will suffice. Such is not the case as 
God has given his will regarding the matter and no 
amount of rationalization will change what he has 
said. 

In this present study, Paul is giving instructions to 
Timothy concerning the qualifications of deacons. 
The ·qualifications given can be divided . into three 
categories: negative, positive, and domestic. The 
objective will be to analyze I Timothy 3:8-13 and give 
a brief meaning of the qualifications. 
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The text begins with the expression "likewise 
must ... " which shows that the qualifications for 
deacons· are just as binding as the qualifications for 
elders. Some want to be lax in dealing with the 
deacons, but the word "likewise" (to the same 
extent) and "must" (showing the necessity of the 
same) clearly show what God's will is. 

The word "deacon" is from the Greek word 
diakonos which means servant, minister, attendant, 
assistant, or helper. This word is not to be confused 
with the word doulos which means a bond-servant. 
The word diakonos carries the idea of willing 
service. But some will contend that all Christians are 
servants. This is true. However, the word servant is 
used in a general sense and it is used in an official 
sense. In verses 10 and 13 the single Greek word 
diakoneo is used. It must be understood that a 
specific office (vs. 10) is under consideration and not 
just servants in general. 

The word "grave" means reverent, serious, 
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solemn, sober. It refers not to people who are light
minded and frivolous in their actions, but those who 
are·serious and earnest in life. 

The expression "not double-tongued" means 
to be truthful in their speech .. Deacons are not to say 
one thing to . one person and say something 
altogether different to another. He is not to be "two
faced" or hypocritical. It is possible to "bite and 
deuour" (Galatians 5:15) with the tongue as much 
with the teeth. Many practice "cannibalism" in this 
way. 

"Not given to much wine" would be easy to 
understand were it not for some who want to justify 
social drinking. This phrase simply means that one 
is to refrain from strong drink. If it is not wrong to 
drink a little, just so you do not drink too much, 
why would it not be just as right to lie a little, steal a 
little, commit adultery a little? 

"Not greedy of filthy lucre" simply means not a 
lover of money. Some are covetous and 
unscrupulous in their quest for riches. They will sell 
their souls for material gain. It must be realized that 
a "man's life ·consisteth not in the abundance of 
things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). Instead 
of seeking these things, all·are to "seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all of 
these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 
6:33). 

Paul says next that deacons are to be "holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience." 
Some violate their conscience by doing things which 
they know to be wrong. Man is not to pervert or 
violate his conscience. This does not mean that a 
man's conscience is always right. He must study to 
know what is right, and then pursue that course in 
life without wavering. 

Deacons are to "first be proved." As is true with 
those who are appointed elders, a time of testing or 
proving must have taken place. This,. of course, 
eliminates new converts, because they have not had 
sufficient time to prove themselves. Involved in this 
qualification is the knowing and the doing of God's 
will, and this takes time and practice. 

"Blameless" does not mean "perfect." Some like 
to put this connotation on the word, but such is not 
the case. If so, then no one could ever qualify. The 
meaning is that one is to live a life that is above 
reproach. When one's life is examined, there are no 
charges of reproach that can be made as to his 
character and conduct. Surely it can be seen t~e 
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wisdom in such a qualification. 

The deacon's wife plays an important role in his 
being qualified. Paul says, ''even so must their 
wives" which means that deacons must be married. 
Verse 12 points out that he can have only one wife. 
Wives are an important part in the lives of elders and 
deacons, as they are in the lives of all married men. 
Parents need to be rearing their sons to be elders 
and deacons, and they need to b~ training their 
daughters to be wives of elders and deacons. Wives 
can be an asset or a hindrance. In fact, they can 
disqualify men from serving as elders and deacons. 
But what kind of wives must they be? 

Deacon's wives are to be "grave," that is, serious 
and earnest. They are not to be light -minded or 
frivolous. Like her husband, she is to realize the 
seriousness of the Christian life and live accordingly. 

The deacon's wife is not to be slanderous. They 
are not to be gossipers. This is a prevalent sin today, 
and one that most people take lightly. Stealing a 
person's good name is worse than stealing his 
wallet. It is much easier to regain material wealth 
than to regain a good name. Whenapersonspeaks, 
he gives others insight into his heart. Jesus said, 
" .. .for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh" (Matthew 12:34). 

The deacon's wife is to be "sober." She is to be 
calm in spirit and sound in her thinking. She is not to 
be one who is easily upset or who makes hasty 
decisions. She is one who will weigh matters 
carefully before deciding. 

The deacon's wife is to be "faithful in all things." 
She is to be faithful in all that she does and says. It is 
possible for the wife to come into possession of 
knowledge that must be kept to herself. Some 
people are quick to spread rumors abroad and this 
cannot be characteristic of the deacon's wife. Many 
things known are best left unsaid. · 

Paul says, "let the deacons be the husbands of 
one wife." As stated before, each deacon is to be 
married and is to be the husband of one wife. Along 
with this qualification is the responsibility of "ruling 
their children and their own houses well." Surely a 
man who cannot control his own family does not 
need to be in a position of leadership in the Lord's 
church. One shows his ability to be of service to the 
Lord's church by his ability to rear and train his own 
family. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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The Qualifications of Deacons 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Verse 13 shows that one gets as he gives. The 
faith of a deacon will grow as he studies, works, 
serves, and teaches others. They will take 
advantage of opportunities to teach as they minister 
to the physical needs of those about them. What 
better way could one prepare himself to one day 
serve as an elder in the church, than by serving as a 

deacon? 

One last warning is in order. Never make the 
mistake of putting elders and deacons on the 
same level of authority. Deacons serve under 
the elders, not with them. Elders alone oversee the 
flock (I Thessalonians 5:12; I Peter 5:1-4; Hebrews 
13:17). 

Union City, Tennessee 38261 • 

THE MORE NOBLE CHRISTIAN 
Acts 1 7: 11, 12 

Max R. Miller 

Introduction: 
1. The Bereans were more noble (honorable, ASV) 

than the Thessalonians. 
( 1) People are different, due to quality of 

character. 
( 2) The Thessalonians possessed some quality of 

noble character. The Bereans possessed 
more. 

2. Noble defined: showing high moral qualities; 
excellent qualities, grand, stately, magnificent. 

I.lHE QUAL.DY OF NOBILDY INlHE BEREANS. 
1. Not necessarily in their birth, education, 

nationality, etc. 
2. A quality of character free from -

( 1) Pride which would not allow them to 
consider other truths. 

(2) Prejudice, an unwillingness to hear and 
consider. 

( 3) Mental lethargy, a lazy mind, unseeing, 
unhearing. 

3. Positive qualities of this character-
( 1) Ready minded: good ground hearers. 
(2) Researchers of the Scriptures. 
(3) All that the Thessalonians were not. 

4. Nobility of character had its reward for the 
Bereans (Acts 17: 12). 

Il.lHIS QUALITY OF NOBILITY, OR LACK OF IT, 
IS EVIDENCED IN PEOPLE TODAY. 
1. In nations or groups of people. 
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( 1) Many places are ''Thessalonicas" (cf. Acts 
13:44-50). 

(2) The world knows no people free of 
prejudice. 

(3) National religions fight to keep their people 
in chains of darkness -

Oriental religions; Islam ism; Catholicism; 
Protestantism. · 

2. Nobility of character is possessed by all who yield 
to Christ and His gospel. 
( 1) Pride is overcome. 
(2) Personal vanity is surrendered. 

3. One who surrenders to Christ "is more noble 
(honorable) than ... " 

III. AMONG CHRISTIANS: SOME ARE MORE 
NOBLE lHAN OlHERS. 
1. Macedonian Christians in willingness to 

sacrifice (II Cor. 8:5). 
2. Stephanas (I Cor. 16: 15). 
3. Demetrius contrasted with Diothrophese 

(III John 9, 12). 
4. Mark of nobility seen in churches of Christ; 

( 1) Compare Smyrna withLaodicea(Rev. 2& 3). 
(2) Nobility was lacking in the church atCorinth 

(problems, etc.). 

IV. CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE DEVB...OPS A 
NOBLE QUALITY OF CHARACTER. 
1. Sermon on the mount (Matt. 5-7). 

( 1) Bear persecutions for righteousness 
(5:10-12). 

(2) Non retaliation (5:38-42). 
(3) Loving an enemy (5:43-48). 
( 4) Unpretentious religion ( 6: 1-18), (alms, 

prayers, fasting, etc.). 
(5) Storing up of true riches (6: 19-21). 
(6) Trust in God (6:24-33). 
( 7) "Golden rule" ( 7: 12). 
( 8) Noble character is building on the rock 

(7:24-27). 
2. This quality of character is indication of spiritual 

maturity (Heb. 5: 12-14). 
( 1) Some Christians are yet babes -

a. Have need of being taught again. 
b. Unable to receive and benefit by "greater 

truths." 
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c. Unable to discern certain good and evi l 
things. 

Conclusion: 
1. Some naturally are more noble. 

(2) Those of noble virtue-
a. Receptive to all truths. 

2. All can develop this quality. 
3. Nobility of character bears its own reward. 

b. Teach others (Christ depends on them). 
c. Know good from evi l (IThess. 5:22). 4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, FL 32506 • 
DINOSAUR, COLORADO - AN 
EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY 

T he Lord's church was the first 
religious body to begin meeting in 
Dinosaur, Colorado. In 1977 Marvon 
Hazelton began the church while 
preaching at Rangely. H e found two 
fami lies to work with , and when he 
moved away these two coup les 
co ntinued the work of the church. 

The unu sua l thing is that with 
seven members they have an ave rage 
attendance of 40TH REE T IM ES A 
WEEK. Without outside help they 
have bought and paid for a store 
bui lding and co nverted it into a 
meeting place. They have paid for a 
vacant lot for the site of a preacher's 
home in the future. They have paid 
for a 40 passenger bus and a 15 
passenger van, and use these th ree 
times a week to bring children a nd 
adults to the services. 

Brother a nd Sister Yerlon Damon 
take the lead in this. They are helped 
by the other mem bers. Brother 
Damon has a secular job, but he 
prepares two sermons a nd three class 
lesso ns a week , and conducts as many 
home studies as they can set up. Sister 
Damon teaches c hildren three times a 
week, teaches a ladies class, and 
canvasses the town for riders every 
week. In the last year they have 
baptized five adults. 

The town of Dinosaur is in the 
Northwest corner of Colorado, near 
the Utah border. U. S. #40 from 
Denver to Salt lake City goes through 
t he town. Dinosaur Nationa l 
Monument has headquarters there. 
The area ha s o il and coal production. 
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Harvey Childress 

and this town has grown from 300 to 
750 residents in the last two years. 
They expect to reach 1500 in the next 
few years. 

Brother and S ister Damon are both 
effective workers for the Lord. The 
church needs them working full time. 
Brother Damon will quit secular 
work and work fu ll time fo r the 
church as soon as support for this 
work can be found. 

A congregat ion look ing for a place 
to d o effective mission work would do 
well to look into the oppo rtunities a t 
D inosaur, and ta lk to Brother 
Damon about th e work there. The 
church address is Box 68, Dinosaur, 
Co. 81610. Or Call Brother Dam on a t 
(801) 789- 1302. With Brother and 
Sister Damon working ful l time a self 
suppo rting ch urch can be built 111 

Dinosaur in the next few years. 

For more details contact Ha rvey 
C hi ldress, 1409 N. Waterview, 
Richardso n, TX 75080. Phone (214) 
669-8 153. 

Brother and sister Verlon Damon who spark the 
work for the church in Dinosaur, Colorado. 

Brother Verlon Damon, lower right, and tire bus riders lte brings to worship three times a week. 
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SOME BOOKS WE HAVE READ LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

W. Terry Varner 

'hie AMEN Mlma11y -"• With faltlllul c:ongreQ&IIOIIS of tile 
Cllufehft ol Cftnat wiiOM cnemtlerl Oft INiil&ly IMI&II&IioiiS 
_.,..... .,. walltng to lleiD your lOved onn - as IIIey !\awe 
llell)ed wttll the SDirltual &ncl llh)'llcal needs of tllouNIIda ot 
otllera during tile D&SI live years. This Mrtle:a •• l'rMI 

According to Deuteronomy 4:2, 
Proverbs 30:6 and Revelation 
22: I 8-I 9, it is a tragic and eternally 
dangerous matter for any, 
Christian or non-Christian, to 
tamper with God's word in any 
manner. Robert R. Taylor, Jr., 
has written a new volume entitled, 
Challenging Dangers of Modern 
Versions, which is a study of how 
translators of various modern day 
versions have tampered with 
God's word. The volume of 241 
pages is published by the well
known Bellview Preacher 
Training School, 4850 Saufley 
Road, Pensacola, Florida 32506-
1798 and sells for $4.00 plus $1.00 
for postage. All profits from this 
book will -support the active 
Bellview 'Preacher Training 
School to be used in training 
preachers. 

Challenging Dangers of 
Modern Versions is designed for 
classroom use, as well as- private 
study, a.nd contains thirteen 
lessons with questions at the end 
of each chapter. There are two 
Appendices dealing with the great 
and beautiful Messianic prophecy, 
Isaiah 7:14. Originally the 
materials in this volume were 
written as a series in The 
Defender, a paper published by 
the Bell view Church of Christ, but 
have been ~pdated and adapted to 
present book form. 

The volunie is highly and 
unhesitaritly recommended to 
elders, preachers, teachers and all 
Christians. Study it seriously and· 
without bias and you will conclude 
with the author · that the King 
James Version ( 1611) and the 
American Standard Version 
( 190 I) are the most accurate of our 
translations. Certainly they can be 
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quoted, read, and studied without 
setting forth the many dangerous 
and fatal errors found in our 
modern versions which are 
available. 

This book may be ordered 
directly from Bellview in 
Pensacola, 4850 Saufley Road, 
Pensacola, Florida 32506, or from 
Robert R. Taylor, Jr., P. 0. Box 
464, Ripley, Tennessee 38063. The 
price is $4.00 per copy plus $1.00 
for postage and mailing. 

I 02 Laramie Street 
Marietta, Ohio 45750 

Send ...,., COIIIJ)Iala addrna., Dllona atiCI rnotltary inatallatiOft. 
atiCI SDiritual condltion. 11 known alOng wltll your name atiCI acf. 

dreuto: AlliN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
'/ CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
West MofttOe,loutaaana 11211 

AIDaleu MWt&rJ Evu1elldq Nadaa 

When VIsiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 588-1982 588-1983 588-1984 

. Undergraduate 
C I I fD I a Greduate 
JchOOI o 1\eligion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .• B.A .• B.S .• M.A .• M.Th, 
Full SehO/a,IIIPI A~••l•ble Fat Full T•m• Stw•nts on M•lll Campu. 

Gl Apt~~ol/fil Oft Cempc4 Ptogt- A~all•ble 

c.a Collect tor Dr. Au ~ Turner, .lr. 
(ZCIS) 277·3510 

11020 Allaftl8 Highway, MontgorllafJ, AL M117 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Availabl~ 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnformat1on and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own.Trail, Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

21 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
OJJer 300 Stoelc Plaru Reatlr to Mee& Your Need• 

-~~--~-----~~~~~~-~~--~----j 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 • IRA/ HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ In 
securing $11,541,500! Included are: 

Central 
Church o f Chnst 

Wichita, KS. 
$500,000 

Wimberly 
Church o f Christ 

Wimberly, TX 
$190.000 

Metropolitan 
Church of Christ 

Ft. Worth, TX 
$100,000 

Southside 
Church o f Christ 

Seattle. WA. 
$70.000 

14th Street 
Church of Christ 

West Memphis. AR. 
$100,000 

Herm1tage 
Church o f Christ 
Herm1tage. TN. 

$325.000 

Franklin Mattapan Roya lwood Castle Heights 
Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids, MI. Mattapan. MASS. Houston, TX Winston·Salem, N.C. 
$225.000 $130.000 $1,350,000 $300,000 

Sycamore V1ew Belmont Central Tempe 
Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis. TN. Pueblo. CO. Amarillo. TX. Tempe. AZ. 
$600.000 $206,000 $1,400.000 $112,500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 
Church o f Christ Church o f Chnst Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix, AZ. Houston, TX. Alvin, TX. 
$100,000 $915,000 $150,000 $57,000 

Southwest North Dav is Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo. CO. Arlington. TX. Long Beach. CA. Centralia. MI. 
$350,000 $250.000 $45,500 $90.000 

lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver. CO. Centreville. IL. West Memphis. AR. Dallas. TX. 
$100,000 $350,000 $100,000 $270,000 

Church o f Chnst Park City Beattie Road McComb 
in Grand Junction Church of Chnst Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction. CO. Knoxville. TN. Albany, GA. McComb. MS. 
$360,000 $200,000 $625.000 $165,000 

Church o f Chnst 
Forney. TX. 

$55,000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available (Including BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 4Q-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representative 
Harding Univusity, Box 839, ~ucy, Ark. 72143 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

f or Preacbers, Tear h ers, PersonalJJi' orkers, 
Elders and Deacom 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffi tt. Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UOtES 
!:l91JO Milnchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

A VISIT TO LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
with 

Paul Faulkner & Cui Brecheen 
visiting 

Jorct.n (Petra)-Holyland---<ireece (Athens & Corinth) 
Optional Cruise To 

Mykonos-Ephesus-Patmos--Rhodes-Crete--S.ntorinl 
May 29-June 13, 1983 

FAULKNERS 

Paul Faulkner 

Optional Cruise To June 17 

Contact 
BRECHEEN$ 

Enzor Tours 
or Carl Brecheen 
Box 7518, Station ACU 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

P.O. Box 927 
Brentwood, TN 37027 

589 11·1·81 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• F1fty-lour Courses 
• 2,760 Ctock Hours 
• V A. Benehts 
e No TUitiOn 
• Ouahlied Faculty 
• Um1ted Scholarships 

~"\ , It~ - -
tl . Ill 

• Strong B1ble EmphaSIS 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Be1ng Accepted. 
• Call or Wnte lor 

Apphca110n 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates. Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis. Tenn. 381 18 Phone (901) 362-5139 

12 (744) 

NOT FOR SALE 
If any preacher, elder, teacher, 
preacher-school, Christian 
college, or anyone who thinks he 
could make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE THINGS 
SPEAK (Hugo McCord), send 
your name and address to the 
Firm Foundation Pub. House, Box 
610, Austin, TX 78767. The Scott 
Little Free Book Trust. 

DO YOU 
Want coPreaeh? 

Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study w ith sound, 
dedicated teachers who have proven 
themselves as preachers and 
missionaries? 

Do you want an education that . is 
thoroughly Bible -c enrered and 
academically excellent? 

M;9~~~i~i 
Bible College 
P. 0 . Box 655 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39"090 
Phone (60 1 )" 289·2896 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, "Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

FIRM FOUNDATION- NOVEMBER 1, 1983 



The Firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by james Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository w rit ing . .. setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical. scholarly work fo r sermon preparation. classroom teaching. or personal study. Wriuen 
in a clear sty le and hermeneutically solid. these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

COMM!NTAIY ON' 
~uhew 

M~rk 

Luke 
lohn 
Acts 
R<>mMS 

COMMENTARY ON, 
C.\1.\CIMS CoiO'>'>s.\O'> 
I &. II T~C)S<\IOntM\ 

Hebrt"w\ 
1-'me::. lucte 
Rt"'.lt"lo\ ttOn 

We now have a full stock on all volumes. Order a complete set now. These 
commentaries make wonderful gifts. Prices will increase after the first of the year. The 
volume on Revelation is already a classic. Over one thousand have sold since we placed it 
back in stock. Take advantage of these low prices while you can. 

I &. II Counth~n~ I l l volumt ) C' t 1 

'Jirm 
..-----ABOUT THE AUTHOR-----, 

James Burron Collm,,n is noted lor his gifted 
ministry. his religious scholarship "nd his sell
less efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
writings are rhe invaluable tools or religious 
leaders throughout the United Stares. M ission· 
Mies Me currently using these commentMies 
all over the world. 

USE TOLL FREE LINE - CALL NOW 

You are invited to attend the SECOND ANNUAL 

CARIBBEAN EMPHASIS WORKSHOP 

to be held at the 
DARBY DRIVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2002 Darby Drive; Florence, Alabama 

November 18-20, 1983 
Fri. 7:00-9:00 pm Sat. 9:00 am-9:30 pm 

Sun. 9:00-11:30 am 

The purpose of this Workshop is to inform 
brethren concerning the work of the Lord in the 
Caribbean and to inspire the Church to get more 

involved in this mission area. 

COME AND BE INSPIRED BY 

Former Missionaries to the Caribbean 
National Evangelists and Missionaries 

who live there now 
Future Missionaries planning to go there 

Veteran Campaign workers who h ave seen 
first-hand the needs and opportunities 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 1, 1983 

Send your order to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

lndlvlduoll volumes S I 0.95 
12 volume set S 125.00 

Add 15% for delivery and handling. florida 
residents add 5% sales tax. 

National - 1-800-874-1804 

Lunch and Supper provided in 
Darby Drive Fellowship Hall on Saturday 

WORKSHOP DIRECTED BY DON STARKS 
CARIBBEAN CAMPAIGNS FOR CHRIST 

DISPLAYS 

Exhibits limited to brotherhood projects 
that directly involve the Caribbean Islands. 

Commercial space thru Sat. night only 

LODGING available in Members homes 

Special Rates at Motor Lodge Motel 
(Formerly Howard johnson's) 

1241 Florence Blvd: 

Write or call today for 
Room and / or Display Reservations 

Don Starks - 205-766-7349 
Church Office - 205-764-4073 
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Marriage Brecheen/Faulkner 

Ervichment tn 
Seminar 

Person 

1983 SCHEDULE OF LIVE SEMINARS 
MAY 6-7-Atlanta, GA, (404) 257-1377, Sandy Springs church of Christ, 790 Mt. Vernon Hwy., 

N.E., 30328 
MAY 13-14-Apple Valley, MN, (612) 432-2734 or (612) 423-3307, South Twin-Cities church of 

Christ, 15010 Glazier Ave., 55124 
JUNE 4-Jerusalem, Israel, c/ o Joseph Shulam, P.O. Box 8043 
JUNE 24-25-Modesto, CA, Davis Park church of Christ, 901 West Rumble Road, 95350 
JULY 8-9-Rochester, Ml, (313) 651-5800, Michigan Christian College, 800 W. Avon Road, 

48063 
AUGUST 5-6-West Palm Beach, FL, (305) 848-1111, Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 1111 

36th Street, 33407 
SEPTEMBER 23-24-Aibuquerque, NM, (505) 884-7926, Church of Christ, 7201 Montgomery 

Blvd., N.E., 87109 
OCTOBER 14-15-York, NE, (402) 362-4441, Ext. 263, York College, 68467 
NOVEMBER 11-12-Tulsa, OK, (918) 627-3201, Park Plaza church of Christ, 5925 East 51st 

Street, 74135 
DECEMBER 2-3-Paducah, KY, (502) 443-6206, Broadway church of Christ, P.O. Box 731 5 

(2855 Broadway), 42001 

For further information 
CONTACT: CARL BRECHEEN OR PAUL FAULKNER 
BOX 8250 STATION ACU, ABILENE, TEXAS 79699 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

WIIERE 
TilE SAINTS 

~tEET 

1983 EDITIO~ 
THE WORlDWIDE DIRECTORY or THE COH· 
CRECATIOHS OF THE CHURCtl ts OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE OIR(CTOAY OF 
CtiURCHES or CHRIST IN PAINT. 

Hew l .nd CC~r"l)ltottfr rev1hd 101 Bill di!S td •IIOt'l 
of W'PIIt,. Tl\e S..>llts MHt ' ' tN ru.Yit Of • P,..tl ' 
Ulltnf •lfon to bi.I•W " Dote«cwy of Churc:hts ol 
(f'lh\1 Ill I~ Unrttd SIIIU I NS C.Md.t, WlHI I 
rtpteuntlllv• tat of con&rtl.liiiOf\1 .tround tnc wor~ Aho 1ndud«t , ,. lnt11'1(' 
tor M>er.tl "" toU.&u •I'ICI unntt sJhU., btbte cotl•c•s .tnd otJ\1r d t &r .. • rWlf'l 
KhOOh Of , .. ...,_ W:hOOh Ol ~KIWtlJ. aftd Child UPI l nd U ntO!' Wilt" Uti 
IKtl•l .. l on II'M Un.ltO SUIU 

A \l.ttl\hUI Sumtn.try 11 Pf'OYldtd wrtb tJI.e thltftbef Clf COtl:ltrlahOfU •I'd 
IK1~ 11'111'11bets J11 U CI'I St.ttl~ 

In lht tJ 5 COt'lttl&lq~s lA ·I~>UJ Ot'Oir att I•Utd by tUtU, .tl'ld 
IIIIOti'IUhOn on P•u·ttcutu COft&J'tt.tt.orut tu turu sucl'l u tontcn lane"'"'' 
SII'Yitl'\111~ 

Cotwttttent tor Chf•st••n• • N ttlloet and •nnlu•tM to '"'Y churttl othu 
11 1 KIUfC.. 101 adelrenn w1tt1 , ,., codu ot .. tt tl'lurct'IIS 

,.~, . 11100 

- n • • .,.,ht• •"" ...-.-tun ••~h t<N ,,_, , _.. , , .. 

..OC • t-.oM 

FIIW fOUNDAT ION PUILISHING HOUSf 
'0 .o• , .. •lit"" n rnu 

I hh much trt dcm.tnll huo~ '' nu \.1. h.1d. tn ,1ocl 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Decfuct ibles ..... ... . ........... $100.00 

PLAN # 502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

PLAN # 503 

$500.00 

$130.51 Family ....... . ................ $154.00 

Single . . . .. ..... ..... .... . .. .. $ 59.25 $ 52.89 $ 50.21 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 
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(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Write or call for details. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/ 496-4888 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 1, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
MISSION MINDED CONGRECAnON NEEDED 

Need a congregation or congregations 10 assume 
bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300' lot on Highway 43, Soulh, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate congn~gationa 

advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations aeeklnc preachers. Also other 
acceptable matter. 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-2-46-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9841. 

Also there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more informalion, contact Carl 
While, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching-Personal Evangt:lism-MiBBions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray-Director 
I (303) 986-5J!.99......!107 So. l&.m!!!L...!>enver. Co 80227 

FULL TIME MINISTER WANtED congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and 1ape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
ChriS I, 207 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560or call Ph ill Rampey, 
31P;367·,::::28;:::20~.-=-:::-:-===--=,..--;:=--..,.---=~-==:-=-:: 
BREWER, MAINE-241 Center St., V .F. W. Hall. 
Sunday claaaes, 10:15: Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-
989-2589, or 866-4883. Visitara Welcome. Write about 
nuweomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

BAY AREA SCIIOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 DubliD Road 

PleasautoD, Callfoi'Dio 84CS60 
James W. Ferguson, Sr .• Director 

ATr'N. MILITARY-UPTOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 8680 N. "E.'' 
St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 888-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 

METRO-DENVER .AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

DENVER, COLORADO 80228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

456 So. Youngfteld Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow· Pages For Service Times 
Translation for De_af. Terry Cartwrigltt_.,__m,inister 

I.B.M. COUNTRY-POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREA'_,....,c,.,.H=IN,....,...,G- courses by Cor
respondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club 
and receive special lessons on many subjects. For 
Free Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 
27th St.. Lubbock. TX 79411. 
.&.LASKA. - .ANCHORAGE OBURCB OF 
ORRIST, 2700 De .Barr Rd. Wlll contact 
relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 
PhQn.~ 272-7584 or 344-5719.!. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brother
hood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, 
Shawnee, OK 74801. · 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLE~write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent christian with wide range of ex~ience 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himself) has developed a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeolv rooted In God's word are brough1 to bear upon the local 
congregation and her ort~anlzation, unity, and work. 

For more Information mcludlng resume write or caU Charles 
Graham, Box 1935, Richardson, Tx. 75080. Tel. (214) 369-<4361. 

APPllCAnONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RRIEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKIUS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION. ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OJHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SElliNG UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMP.SON 
AT (S12) 589-7725 (day) or S89-2236 (night/weekends), or wnteto 
Route 16, Box 7S, Medina, TX 7800~. 
NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTs-The West End Churc!t of 
Christ is developing a program for college and umver
slly students in the Nashville area .. If you ~r sol!'eone 
you know will be attending school 1n Nashv1lle th1s fall, 
please send name, address, and school to West Ena 
Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 West End 
Avenue, Nashville, Tn. 37205. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm ll'ouudatloA 
trlea to acreeu advertlaiDg, aud will uot 
Smowlagly toke qaeatlouoble advertlaiDg. 
out It Is tJae reader'• respollalblllt7 to ID• 
vestlgate.. Like OD7" other paper, we aome
tlmes aDwlttiDgl'y. nm liD auworth7 ad. 
A.ll the old ·l!laylug goea, before 'J"OU luveat. 
taveatla:otel 
uellview Churcll of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road! Pensacola, Flor~da 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worsh1p 10:00 A.M., 6.00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M .• Phone 4SS-759S. Max R. 
Miller, Evangelisl. 
Bellvlew Preacher TrainingSchooi,48SOSaufley Road, Pensacola. 
rloric.lo~ 32506, full2yea~ program, V.A. approved, Phone 904-451• 
1426, Max R. Miller, Director 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 1, 1983 

Financially Independent pulpit minister, ACU graduate, 
age 34, wife, two children, wants to serve congregation 
within reasonable distance of Metroplex, interim or fiJI 
in. Send my salary to mission work. P.O. Box 344866, 
D~~las, 75~34. (214) 245:6202. 
Y U ~lA, ARIZ., U:il W. 28th St. Sunday

tO. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3760 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 Memorial Parkway, S.W. 

HuniSville, AL 35803 
Sunday: Bible Class 9:00A.M.· Worship 10:00 A.M. 

and 6:00P.M.- Wednesday Bible Class 7:00P.M. 
W. E. Wardlow, Evangelist 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 7S good song 
books which have been used bu1 are in good condilion. We wish 
1o make I hem available to some mission congregation or camp 
which migh1 be able to use lhem. They are free excepl for 1he 
cost of poslage lo deliver them. Com act: Earl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

-cOMPUTER SOFTWARE-
EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING- BIBLE QUIZZES AND 
GAMES- (VIC-20, ATARI 400/800, Tl-99, TRS 80-COLOR). For 
complete information write or call: MTM, 9608 Briarwood, 
Knoxville, TN 37923, Phone 693-0493. 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for evan~elism 
program on campus of University of Arkansas at Monucello. 
Salary commensurale with qualifications. Send res~me, 
transcript, and 3 leuers C?f referenct; to Dr. T. Bently W!gley, 
Chairman, Search Comm11tee, Monticello Church of Chnst, P. 
0. Box 48S, Monticello, AR 71655. Position available Nov. 1 or 
unlil suitable applicant found. For additional information call 
(501) 367-3919 (day) or (501) 367-9640 (nighl). 
BUS WANTED - 66 passenger. Prefer donated and in good 
shape. Call collect 208-733-7805 Church of Chrisl, Twin Falls, 
Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 
FREEl Small congregation in mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on Wednesday nigh1s. Wan1 
to do mission workl Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, 
KS 66S34 or call 913-284-2022 or 402·8S5-4375. 
Preacher available for pulpit fill or interim work. Missouri-Illinois 
area. Call Gary C. Watson (217) 942·5S95 or write 821 Locusl St., 
Carrollton, IL 62016. 
MEDICAL STUDENT WITH PLANS FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW 
TESTAMENT MEDICAL CLINIC TO SERVE CONGREGATIONAL 
NEEDS AND ESTABLISH COMMUNITY OUT REACH SEEKS 
POSITION WITH METROPOLITAN CONGREGATION. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION WRITE JAMES LITSEY, BOX 186, 800 
ROSE STREET, LEXINGTON, KY 40536. 

TRULY GREAT MISSION OPPORTUNITY for small congregation. 
Vital heahhy older missionary needs your support in South 
Afri~a. Thirty years of full-time s~rvice in Cape Town. Nalive 
South African. Well-known. Enormously respected. Creal 
communicator with supporters. Multi-lingual. Be sole 
supporting and sponsoring ~ng~egation for. $600 p/monl~. 
Presenl sponsoring church begmmng challengmg new work In 
South America. (n3) 255-2600 or 351-4445. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
1-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7;30 P.M. Phone 
1·703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, Mmlster. 

How many religious periodicals do you sub· 
scribe to? 

NATIVE New England Gospel preacher seeking support for new 
work in Southern Massachusens area to begin January, 1,984. 
Foundation work already · slarted .. Interested ~o!"greg~Uons 
contact David A. Coombs, 271 Lewiston Ave., Wclllmanuc, CT 
06226, Tel. 203-4.56-2670. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get 
your friends to subscribe. 

I Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 
Years $33.00. Club Rate- SII.OOper 
year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congrega
tional (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle 
Rate $9.50 per year per 
subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one 
address. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post 
Office Box 610, Austin, Texas 
7~67_. ______________________________ __ 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 
sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 
Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of. S l 3.95 per thousand 
OIDlR A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

firm.Foundo\tlon rubhsh!ng House P.O. Box 610 Austin. TelllclS 78767 
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SPECIAL FEATURE: 
~\IINKLER WORKMAN 

STUDIES IN HEBREWS 

NOVEMBER 13-17, 1983 DUB McCLISH. DIRECTOR 

312 PEARL ST.- 817/ 387·3531 CHURCH OF CHRIST DENTON. TX 76201 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 13 

9:00 AM Tommy J Uk LJ. 

10:00 A~1 Dub MtCII•h 

12:00 PM lUNCII BREAK 
2:00 PM Avon Malonr 

3:00 Pt-1 T. 8 . Crews 

4:00 I,M Got-btl Mutl(' 

s,oo PM DINNER BREAK 
7:00 P-'t Chad« R \VIII Jams 

1:00 PM Ira V Ric.-. Jr 

THE l.ETIER TO THE HEBREWS .. AN IN· 
TRODUCTION 
GOD HATH SPOKEN TilE UVING WORD 
IH• 1:1·3:4:121 

THE CLEANSING BLOOD OF CHRIST 
IH• 9:141 
DIFFICULT PASSAGES IN IIE8REWS: 
Sinning "wtlfulry" (10:261: What Is t he 
"Lord's chut~nlng" and don he 61UI do 11? 
(Jl:S-111: RtPtntan<e of Esau or but? 
(12:171: "Church or t he flr11born" (12:131 
WHERE TiiE SCRIPTURES ARE SILENT 
WE MUST BE SILENT )lie I :.I, 13: 7:13·141 

LET US PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND GOOD 
WORKS IHc I0:%4·2SI 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY Ill• S:tl -141 

MONDAY. NOVE~1BEH 14 

9:00 AM Gary Workman 

10:00 At-t TroyM Cummlng1 

11:00 Ar.1 Carl Garner 

12:00 PM LUNCH BREAK 
2:00 PM J•rry tr>1ofnu 

DIFFICULT PASSAGES IN HEBREWS: 
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Jerry Moffitt 

God said, "It is not good that the man should be 
alone" (Gen. 2:18). So, he made woman. This was 
the beginning of the home and of marriage, and, 
truly both are a good thing. Paul said, "Let marriage 
be had in honor among all" (Heb. 13:4). But 
marriage is not to be entered into lightly, and there 
are many things we would like to say to our children 
as they prepare for marriage. Here are a few of 
them: 

Prepare morally. 

The old myth that boys will have to sow wild oats, 
if believed, will cause nothing but pain. God said, 
"Be not deceiued; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" 
(Gal. 6:7). When the bride wears white, that means 
she is pure. 

Too, studies show that a relationship deteriorates 
when there is sex before marriage. The same young 
man who tells his girlfriend, "Show you love me," is 
the same one who afterward says, "We need to quit 
going together. We need time to think." When will 
we learn that God's rules are to keep us from 
hurting ourselves. But sex before marriage is 
fornication, and Paul said, "Or know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Be not deceiued: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers ... shall inherit the kingdom of God" (I 
Cor. 6:9, 10). 

A young man must prepare to support 
a family. 

The young man who thinks it's funny when he 
makes bad grades, or when he "goofs off'' on the job 
may be cheating his wife and children of proper care 
later on. He may end up "last hired, first fired." If one 
does not prepare himself educational-wise to take 
care of a family, he doesn't deserve one. Those who 
take this lightly, do so in part because they have 
never experienced unemployment, or their children 
going without. Let us insist that our children are 
prepared for their future responsibilities. If they are 
too young to look that. far ahead, we must. look out 
for them. 

A young woman needs to prepare 
herself to keep a house. 

Hurricane Alicia was a disaster. So is a bride who 
cannot cook or keep house. The Bible does not say 
wives must only be workers at home, but it does 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

A MEMORIAL FOR MARY 

In Matthew 26: 13 we read, "Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, that also which this woman hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. " 

The setting must have been a simple one. In the small hamlet of 
Bethany, in the home of Simon the leper, Jesus, his disciples and 
his beloved friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus had assembled for a 
meal. The event which took place in Simon's home on that day was 
to be recorded on the pages of inspiration for time and eternity. In 
the words of Jesus it was to be a memorial for Mary. 

It was six days before the Passover that Jesus came to Bethany 
(J n. 12: 1-8). In the home of Simon they made supper. Martha 
served as she had before (with no fuss this time), and those that 
were Jesus' closest friends sat at the table with him. It must have 
been a memorable meal. One who sat there had been raised from 
the dead. He knew the secrets of death that each of us have often 
pondered but have never been permitted to look into. The one who 
raised him from the dead sat at the table also. He was the life of all 
men and soon he would die so that all men might live. 

Mary had brought with her "an alabaster cruse of exceeding 
precious ointment." Alabaster was a valuable marble or gypsum 
and was sometimes called onyx. The ointment was of spikenard 
and was very costly. It was customary for people to put their 
savings into such possessions as these. There were no banks or 
savings institutions as we know them today, therefore a possession 
such as this would normally have represented a "savings" that 
Mary had accumulated. The Bible says the gift was worth 300 
denarii. Some have estimated this value at $300 to $400. However, 
a more accurate estimation may be arrived at by realizing that a 
days wage was one denarius (Matt. 20:2). Thus, the gift which 
Mary gave represented approximately the average yearly wage of 
the people of her time. In our present economy such a gift would 
represent thousands of dollars and not a mere three or four 
hundred dollars. As we think in terms of daily wages and earning 
power instead of "denarii," and remember that Mary gave a year's 
wages, perhaps we can begin to understand the size of the gift. 
What great love, gratitude and devotion the gift of Mary must have 
represented! 

As I think back I can recall only two gifts recorded in the gospel 
accounts that we are told the amount of. The widow gave two mites 
and Mary gave three hundred denarii. The amount was FAR 
different but the motive and result was the same. Evidentally both 
sacrificed when they gave. Both gave out of love and concern for 
things eternal. Neither gave to boast nor to have the gift noticed. 
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Possibly we shall never understand the love that 
prompted the gift of Mary nor the sacrifice which 
she made, but her example should be a source of 
encouragement to us as we purpose in our hearts to 
give to the Lord. 

I have often wondered how many have given as 
did Mary? Have we ever given out of such love and 
devotion that if the Lord were present he would say 
that ~herever the gospel was preached our giving 
would be a memorial to us? Do we know what that 
type of sacrifice really is? We give daily. We give of 

The Home3 
(Continued from Page 1) 

say they are to be workers at home (Titus 2:5 ). A 
husband has a right to an organized, clean, orderly 
house. When he finds such, he will be more apt to 
help and do his part. Sure mothers, it is a "hassle" to 
train young girls. It is easier and less fuss and bother 
to do it yourself. But if you do, how will they learn? 
Too, it is not a dark, heinous sin for young boys to 
learn how to cook, keep a neat room and wash 
dishes. ' 

But someone will say, "Oh, .they're only kids 
once. Let them play." They may be eternal kids with 
no sense of responsibility if we deny them chores a 
chance at maturity, and the "work ethic." It is n'ot 
P.ven enou~h that they have chores. To raise them up 
with a proper attitude and a vibrant sense of 
responsibility, we must endeavor to get them to do 
all their work without being told, and to do a good 
competent job in everything they do. Look at th~ 
worthy woman in Proverbs 31. With her it was work 
work, work! There were no excuses and there wa~ 
no sitting around. Work .-- thereby we find 
enjoyment and fulfillment. A lot of unhappy 
unfulfilled people are idle. ' 

They need to prepare themselves in 
age. 

Those who finish high school have less divorce 
than drop-outs. Studies show that the majority of 
teenage brides regret their early marriage. One 
pointed out that those married in their teens have a 
divorce rate six times higher than those who are 
somewhat older. Part of the problem is that we 
parents think it is cute when they start dating hot 
~d heavy in Junior ~igh. By the time they get -to 
Htgh School, WHAT S LEFT!? Our two girls and 
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our time, our talents and our money. Truly, we 
should and we must give our bodies as a living 
sacrifice (Rom. 12: I). Do we seriously evaluate 
ourselves and give as we have been prospered? Do 
we love enough and want to serve enough that we are 
willing to sacrifice in whatever area we are giving? In 
the long ago, there was one who loved so much that 
she gave a gift which prompted the Lord to say that it 
would be a memorial for her. May we be disciples 
indeed who have the love and concern for the 
kingdom of God to do likewise. •• 
one boy know that all dating will be in high school, 
and that in the later rather than the early years. 
Then it will be double-dating and much later, if at all, 
will come "going steady." If the Lord will, I plan to 
have an interview with each young man so we can go 
over a list of rules. Our girls are taught the truth on 
this and .reminded regularly - this is all because we 
love them. 

Young people need to prepare 
themselves on what to look for in a 

mate. 

The old saying "opposites attract" is not the most 
intelligent way of looking for a mate. My wife and I 
would have had happier moments if we were both 
Texas Longhorn fans. But she spoiled it all by being 
for the Arkansas Razorbacks. The Scientific 
Marriage Foundation in Mellott, Indiana uses I.B.M. 
cards to match couples who have most things in 
common. Their divorce rate is 1%. 

You11g people must learn the value of putting 
spirituality first. Then God will bless the marriage. 
They should notice the 16 characteristics of love 
which are mentioned in I Corinthians 13:4-8, and 
seek those traits in their marriage partner. I know of 
a young lady who said, "He was sitting there with 
that pretty shirt on and a sun tan on his face, and I 
knew I would say 'Yes!'" She did, and it ended in 
divorce. How shallow she looked! And men, beauty 
is only epidermis deep. Our young people must 
learn the difference in lov.e and infatuation, between 
outward looks and the "hidden man of the heart" (I 
Pet. 3:3, 4). They need to know you don't fall into 
real love; you grow into it. They must learn to prize 
less "money and looks," and seek for the qualities of 
affection, understanding, ability to give and take, 
cooperation, and a willingness· to talk things· over. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Home3 
(Continued from Page 3) 

FinaUy, young people must prepare to 
marry a Christian. 

Psychologists and sociologists admit that a mixed 
marriage has the variance of religion as one of the 
most divisive factors. In a mixed marriage, religion 
tends to be minimized, and when stressed, tension 
and hostility develop. Fifty percent, in the church, 
never convert their mate, and when they do, it is 
often late in life when it is usually too late for the 
children to have a Christian home. 

Once a preacher in Dallas began a sermon, when 
toward the baGk came a loud crash of a song bdok 
on the back of a pew. Every time he started to 
speak, there came a resounding crash. It took 
several men to escort the husband of a Christian 

wife out of the church service he was disrupting. She 
said, with tears, her husband was trying to 
embarrass her so she would never come back. Then 
one time an elderly lady placed membership where I 
preached. How zealous she was, how thirsty for 
truth! Some ladies told me her story in part. Only 
she could tell it all. She married a non-Christian. 
That Sunday she asked him to go to church with 
her. He said he was not going and neither was she. 
She went anyway. It took the law, several friends, 
and the neighbors to get him to let her back into the 
house that night. She never went again until he died. 

No, I tell my children they must not only marry a 
Christian, but a strong, devout Christian, and then 
only after much fervent prayer. Isn't this a most 
serious subject! 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 • 

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED? (NO. 4) 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

This five-part series for FIRM FOUNDATION 
permits a thrilling and profitable study of the Bible. This 
literary discussion has to do with the greatest question 
ever stated or that has ever confronted humanity. The 
question is, "What Must I Do To Be Saved?" Several 
implications flow from this type of query. First of all, it is 
implied that man is lost and that is just what the Bible 
teaches in crystal clear language. Man is lost because he is 
in sin and sin separates Deity from humanity (lsa. 59:1, 
2). People in sin are styled by Inspiration as being dead, 
i.e., separated from God (Eph. 2: I, 2; I Tim. 5:6). In the 
second place, it is implied that a plan for man's 
redemption exists. The very question and its answer as 
given in the Bible are positive proofs of this thrilling 
realization. Think how tragic it would be if the Bible just 
informed us that we are helpless and hopeless and there is 
NOT one ray of hope for man in his lost, wrecked and 
ruined condition. In the third place, there is set forth the 
realization that man must do something to afford himself 
of the salvation that is available to him. In the fourth 
place, it is implied that another, not man, does the saving. 
Christ is the Saviour. Peter affirms in Acts4: 12, ••Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." In the fifth place, the responsibility is very, 
very personal. I am the one guilty of my sins; you are the 
one guilty of your sins. I must obey the gospel to insure 
my salvation; you, my beloved readers, must obey the 

4 (752) 

gospel for the redemption of your souls. It is no wonder at 
all that this is the greatest question of the ceaseless ages. 

Its strategic importance is seen with sobriety. It is more 
important than whether the United States continues as a 
nation or not. It is more important than whether there is 
to be another World War or not. It is more important 
than whether man will find a cure for cancer or be able to 
arrest the heart diseases that afflict so many millions in 
our day. All these are important issues and concerns and 
have direct bearings upon our earthly lives but none of 
them is comparable in magnitude to the question of being 
saved from sin and becoming a New Testament 
Christian. In a few more years it will not be too important 
to face the challenge of the fore going questions and issues 
for we will not be here to be challenged thereby and face 
dangers therefrom. But the question we are discussing 
this week is fraught with eternal importance. There will 
never be a time but what this question will loom with 
tremendous importance to the sane and sensible souls of 
humanity. 

In our investigations of this unique question we are 
noting its occurrences in the Bible, the answers given to it 
directly and then presenting the question and answer in 
illustrated action. 
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SAUL'S CONVERSION 

The conversion of Saul is one of the truly remarkable 
events set forth so ably by Luke the beloved physician in 
the book of Acts. Saul is reponsible for asking one of the 
three questions listed in the book of Acts about what he 
should do to be saved. There are two accounts of his 
asking this query - one in Acts 9:6 and the parallel in 
Acts 22:10. Because Jesus made an appearance to Saul 
some have obtained the idea that he was saved in a 
manner. different than have been other cases of gospel 
conversion. Not So!! Saul was saved precisely as were 
others in the book of Acts. Jehovah God has but ONE 
plan of redemption for people living this side of the cross 
and that is obedience to the gospel of his Son. Saul could 
not have been saved had he refused to do the beautiful 
bidding of this gospel plan of salvation. 

The Bible teaches again and again that in order to be 
saved ma~ must hear Christ, form faith in his Deity, 
repent of s1ns, confess faith in Christ and be immersed by 
Christ's authority. These are conditions of conversion· 
these are the st.ated stipulations of salvation. Did yo~ 
kno~, reader fnends, that Saul of Tarsus was implicitly 
~bed1ent. to all of these commands? He did not ignore a 
smgle one of them. He did not quibble relative to any of 
them. Saul heard. First of all he heard the Lord as he 
~ppeared to ~im on the Damascus Road. The Bible says 
1n Acts 9:4, And he_fel/ to the earth, and heard a voice 
sayi'!g unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutes! thou me?'' 
Aga1n, he heard the instructions of Ananias, the God
sent preacher. In Acts 22:16 Saul was told by Ananias, 
"And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and 
wash .away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.,, 
Anamas spoke this message; Saul heard it. He also 
heeded it. The Bible says in Acts 9:18, "And immediately 
there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he 
receiv~d sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. '' 
There IS no doubt but that he heard the word of the Lord. 

Saul believed in the Deity of Jesus Christ. His beautiful 
belief is evidenced by the fact that he asked the Lord what 
he must do in Acts 9:6 and 22:10. An irreverent 
unbeliever would not care what the Lord wanted him to 
do. It should be remembered that Ananias operated 
under the Great Commission which demands faith or · 
belief (Mark 16: 16). He was sent to baptize Saul. He 
would not have baptized an infidel relative to Christ's 
Deity. l!nbelievers CAN~OT be baptized. They may be 
ducked 1n water but baptism does not take or materialize 
in the absence of beautiful belief or fundamental faith. 
Saul's belief is further witnessed in the fact that he did 
wha~ ~he Lord told ~im to do about entering the city and 
a~a1t1ng further Instructions of what the way of 
nghteousness demanded of him. His firm faith is seen in 
the fa~t that he did promptly and willingly what Ananias 
told htm to do relative to his being baptized. Saul surely 
believed in the Deity of Christ. His faith was so strong 
and sure. · 
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Saul repented of his sins. Unless he had he would have 
peris.hed. (Luke 13:3, 5). His repentance is strongly 
1mphed 1n the fact of Acts 9:9. There the Bible states, 
"And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat 
nor drink. " Furthermore, Ananias operated under the 
Great Commission that demanded repentance prior to 
baptism and the possession of remission of sins (Luke 
24:47; Mark 16: 16). Ananias would not have immersed 
a.n impenitent man. Saul surely repented of all his past 
SinS. 

Saul confessed his faith in Jesus. In reality he confessed 
Jesus when he said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? ... What shall I do, Lord?" (Acts 9:6; 22: 10). Paul 
would later write to the Romans that confession is unto 
salvation (10:9, 10). Since he was saved he surely 
confessed the Deity of Jesus Christ. 

Saul was immersed. Ananias told him to arise and be 
baptized (Acts 22: 16). The Bible says in Acts 9:18 that "he 
arose, and was baptized." Several years later Paul wrote 
the Romans in regards to baptism and declared in 
Romans 6:3, 4, II Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
n_ewness of _life-:· U~questionably, Saul was baptized 
(Immersed) 1n h1s pnmary obedience to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

IN CONCLUSION 

In the conversion of Saul ofTarsus we see a beautifully 
executed and crystal clear case of the· divinely given 
answers to what man must do in order to be saved. To be 
a Christian you must hear Christ (Matt. 17:5). You must 
belie_ve in his Deity (John 8:24). You must repent or else 
face the state of perishing (Luke 13:3, 5). You must 
confess if the realm of salvation you would enter (Rom. 
10:9, 10). To have him confess you in the THERE and 
THEN, you must confess him in the HERE and NOW 
(Matt. 10:32). Beyond all question or quibble to the 
co~tr~ry you must be baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27). 
Th1s 1s when, and ONLY WHEN we enter into a saved 
relationship with God the Father, Christ the Son and the 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 
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Biblical Studies 

Pillar and Ground of the Truth 
I Timothy 3:14-16 

Charles B. Myers 

In the context of these verses the Apostle Paul instructs 
Timothy concerning God's pattern for the government of 
the church. He informs him of the qualifications and 
responsibilities of those who would aspire to the place 
and work of elders and deacons. Then, as he brings this 
section of his letter to a close. he gives him further 
instructions that he should deliver to the church at 
Ephesus where Timothy was working when this letter was 
written. 

Paul loved Timothy. He no doubt had converted him 
and chose him as a travelling companion on his 
missionary journeys (Acts 16). In case his coming to 
Timothy should be delayed there were some urgent 
matters to which Paul desired to call to his attention. 
Timothy's behavior was important, but no more 
important than any individual who claims to be a 
Christian. As he indicated to Timothy those who live in 
the house of God should see to it that they behave 
themselves well, lest they bring a reproach upon God's 
House, the church. When Paul wrote to Timothy about 
his behavior in the church he did not have reference to the 
assembly of the saints. He was referring to the day to day 
living of a child of God. 

It may be that we see no connection between Timothy's 
behavior and the fact the church is the pillar and ground 
of the truth, but there is a great parallel. There is no doubt 
that Paul had before his mind's eye the great temple at 
Jerusalem and perhaps other edifices of his time. He 
reflected no doubt on the huge and massive blocks of 
stone that weighed thousands of tons, upon which these 
buildings stood. He used this to illustrate the vital part 
that the church has in presenting the truth to the world. 
This is, obviously, what Paul had in mind when he wrote 
to the Ephesians ... "To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be made 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God" ( Eph. 
3: I 0). God has given the church the responsibility of 
undergirding and upholding the truth to a lost and dying 
world. If the church does not do it, it will not be done, 
because God has no other plan. No other organization or 
institution has been given this responsibility. The 
purpose of the church is to save souls. Since Christ came 
to "seek and to save the lost" the church as the .body of 
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Christ has the same mission. The church must present the 
truth to the world, nothing else will save it. Jesus said ... 
"Y e shall know the truth and the truth shall make you 
free" (John 8:32). 

The church does not have the authority to legislate 
truth, as some religionists would have us think. On the 
other hand the church serves in an administrative 
capacity, to inform the world of the truth. It is not even 
the responsibility of the church to determine what truth 
is. This has already been determined. Jesus prayed to 
God ... "Sanctify them through thy truth. Thy word is 
truth" (John 17:17). This settles the matter once and for 
all. The word of God is the truth and that truth is 
absolute. The obligation of the church is to proclaim that 
truth. Hold it up to the world. Thus the foundation of the 
truth. 

Now, in what sense is the church the pillar of the truth. 
Timothy was in Ephesus when Paul wrote this letter. The 
great temple of Diana was there. It was one of the great 
wonders of the world at that time, known for its 
tremendous columns and pillars. Paul knew that 
Timothy could view this structure every day. Thus the 
illustration. A pillar gave stability and beauty to the 
structure. It is indeed the duty of the church to adorn or 
b~autify the truth as well as to uphold it. The parthenon 
on the Acropolis in Athens and its replica in Nashville, 
Tennessee are both made conspicious by the tremendous 
pillars of columns that adorn the buildings. In the same 
way we are to adorn the truth. As Paul wrote to Titus ... 
"Not purloining, but showing all good fidelity; that they 
may adorn the doctrine of God our saviour in all things" 
(Titus 2: I 0). This is one of the functions of the church to 
"adorn the truth." 

In the book of Revelation the seven churches of Asia 
are spoken of as "The seven golden candlesticks." They 
existed in midst of the darkness of a pagan world. They 
were to shine far and wide througn that darkness. To His 
.first disciples and to us, Jesus said ... "Ye are the light of 
the world ... Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven" (Matt. 5:14-16). It is the function of the 
church to make the truth illustrious and beautiful, so that 
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men may be attracted to it and saved by it. The task of 
upholding the truth and making it illustrious and credible 
to the world may be accomplished in two ways. First, it 
must be proclaimed. Paul told Timothy to preach the 
word, and to do the work of an evangelist. He wrote to 
the Corinthians that it "pleased God through the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believed." To 
the Romans he said ... ''So then, faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. I 0: I 7). In the 
second place we uphold and adorn the truth by the way 
we live. Paul told slaves to adorn the doctrine of God our 
saviour by honesty, obedience, and faithfulness in 
service; old men by gravity and patience; young men by 
their self control; woman by their chastity and love of 
home and children. He told Timothy "Be thou an 
example" (I Tim. 4: 12). The apostle Peter put it this 
way ... "Likewise, ye wives be in subjection to your own 
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation (manner of 
life) of the wives" (I Peter 3: I). 

From all this it Would appear that the church is a vital 
necessity if the truth of God is to operate successfully for 
the saving of souls. In our day the church is lightly 
esteemed even by so called New Testament Christians. 
They make disparaging remarks about what they call 
"institutional religion." They are the ones who declare 
"preach Christ and not the church." How can you have 
one without the other since the church is the body of 
Christ. "And hath put all things under His feet and gave 
Him to be head over all things to the church which is His 
body" (Eph. I :22, 23). When enemies of God and 
Christianity have attempted to uproot the truth, they 
direct their assault on the church, because the church is 
the "Pillar and ground of the truth." 

I 00 Hampton Drive 
Sparta, Tennessee 38583 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 

• 

NOTICE TO OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS 
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Biblical Sermons I 
DEMANDS OF CHRISTIANITY 

Hebrews 13 

Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
The Hebrew letter sets forth the "better" things of 
Christianity. The word is found 13 times in this epistle 
(1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 11:16,35, 40; 12:24). That 
which is better makes demands upon us. It surely does 
not expect less of us either in quantity or quality. What 
then does Christianity of Hebrews, Chapter 1-12 
demand of us in 13? 

I. A SINCERE LOVE THAT LASTS (v.1). 
"Let brotherly love continue." It is not, "Let it begin" 
or "It ought to be". He assumes such already exists. 
But wouldn't you assume such from Christianity? 
After all, Christians are brethren. Isn't it true that 
brethren are to love one another? (John 13:34-35; I 
John 3:16). Didn't Peter talk like it? "Seeing ye haue 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit unto unfeigned loue of the brethren, see that you 
loue one another with a pure heart fervently" (I Peter 
1:22). What a change would take place if this were 
heeded! 

II. A SYMPATHY THAT HELPS OTHERS 
(v. 2-3). 
Surely one who loves his brethren can develop the 
ability to be sympathetic toward those in need. The 
need may be help extended to one who is a stranger, 
but that doesn't matter. Such didn't stop the 
Samaritan (Luke 10:30-36). Such causes one to feel 
the restrictions of a brother, or sufferings we may 
have. Isn't this true of our own brethren in the flesh? 
Don't we suffer with them? Don't we face the 
restrictions they do? Surely so. 

III. A SACRED REGARD FOR MARRIAGE 
(v. 4). 
Christianity demands that marriage be considered 
honorable in all respects. The Christian knows God's 
law makes it so (Genesis 2:21-24; Matthew 19:1-9). He 
knows the wrath of God comes upon those who have 
less than a sacred regard for this honorable estate 
(Col. 3:6). One who cannot love brethren and doesn't 
have much sympathy for others is not apt to make a 
good marriage partner. If he or she won't respect 
God's law in one place, they are not apt to in another. 
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IV. A SATISFACTION WITH WHAT 
ONE HAS (v. 5-6). 
In a world of material things this is not easy. 
Remember also that these had lost some of their 
possessions because they were Christians (Heb. 
10:32-34). One is apt to feel cheated and deserted 
when this happens. Isn't that the reason God 
gives his assurance that he would never, never 
leave nor forsake them? This being true, one can 
be satisfied. 

V. A STEDFASTNESS TO THE RIGHT 
STANDARDS (v. 7-9). 
These could know what their past leaders stood for. 
There was the central theme of Jesus yesterday, 
today, and forever. With him others had taken their 
stand. That is what they are to do without being 
moved by the false teachers that might seek to woo 
them. Wouldn't one who loves brethren, is 
sympathetic for the needs of others, who regards 
God's law of marriage as he should, and is content no 
matter what his state, be more apt to be stable? It 
would be harder to move such a man. 

VI. A SEPARATION FROM 
ENTANGLEMENTS (v. 10-14). 
If one were not stedfast per verses 7-8, he would not be 
apt to separate himself from the things he ought not be 
entangled with. He is more apt to allow crowd 
pressure to dictate his position. A clear line of 
distinction is drawn in the Bible between Judaism and 
Christianity. Also, one is drawn between the world 
and the church. These are not to be overlooked by the 
Christian. 

VII. A SACRIFICIAL LIFE OF SERVICE 
(v. 15-16). 
Though one lives separate from the world he has a 
service to render. He must be willing to do all the good 
he can within the confines of God's law. Jesus lived a 
separate life but also one of sacrificial service. 

VIII. A SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY 
(v. 17). 
One who is a Christian is not afraid to obey elders who 
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are truly watching in behalf of his soul. He knows that 
these men know they must answer to God and 
whatever rule they make is made with their own 
accountability in mind. But show me the man who 
loves his brethren, who has a compassionate heart, 
who regards marriage as he should, who is content, 
and stedfast, who lives a separate life or sacrificial 
service, and I'll show you one you won't have to have a. 
catalog of rules to keep him in line all the time. He will 
stay in the harness. 

IX. A SHOW OF CONCERN (v. 18-21). 
The writer wants the people to whom he wrote to be 
concerned about him as he is concerned about them. 
But who wouldn't want such people as are described 
in these verses to pray for him? Surely all of us would 
like to have people who love brethren and are 
concerned about their welfare to pray for them. I 
wouldn't care about some loveless brother praying for 
me. His prayer would not get far. Neither would one 
who has no regard for marriage. But one who was 
content and stable in his service to God would surely 
be heard. 

Also, people like that could well be prayed for that they 

might go on to maturity. God's will would be having its 
effect in every part of their lives. Their lives would be 
lived to the honor and glory of God. 

X. A SOLICITATION TO LISTEN 
PATIENTLY (v. 22). 
He asks that they take what he says as words of 
encouragement. That is the way they are meant. 

XI. A SIDE NOTE OF INTEREST (v. 23). 
Timothy is free and may come to see them. If so, they 
would both be there. This shows the· brotherly 
concern of verse 1. 

XII. A SALUTATION WITH WARMTH 
(v. 24). 

CONCLUSION-A SAINTLY BENEDICTION 
(v. 25). 

This closes the chapter and the letter by wishing no less 
than God's favor on all of them. 

P. 0. Box 506 
Athens, Alabama 35611 

In Light of the Scriptures 

''AND THEY MARVELLED THAT 
HE SPAKE WITH A WOMAN!'' 

Burton Coffman 

The low estate given to women in that generation 
is attested by these words of the New Testament. 

In the culture of that era, women had no rights at 
all, but were considered to be chattel property, to be 
used or abused at the whimsical pleasure of husband 
or father. The very word "chattel" is a derivative of 
the term ''cattle." 

Women were sometimes worked in the field, 
alongside an ass or a mule. Property rights for them 
were non-existent. They could be divorced for any 
cause, or no cause at all. As for any leader 
condescending to speak to a woman in public it 
simply was not done! No holy man, after the custom 
of the times, would have done what Jesus did when 
he carried forward that wonderful conversation with 
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a "woman of Samaria" at Jacob's well. McCartney 
commented on this thus: 

"Woman, who made it fit and decent and moral 
for a prophet to speak to thee? Who threw a zone of 
protection about thy little child? Who lifted thee up, 
and changed thee from man's chattel property to 
man's friend, equal, and inspirer? Who obliterated 
the brand of the slave from thy face and put on thy 
brow the halo of chivalry and tenderness and 
romance? Who so changed thy lot, that instead of 
marvelling today that a prophet should talk with a 
woman, what men marvel at is that there ever was a 
time when men marvelled that Christ talked with a 
woman? Come then, Woman; break thine alabaster 

(Continued on Page I 0) 
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In Light of the Scriptures 
(Continued from Page 9) 

box of ointment, most precious and costly ... Come, 
break the box and pour the ointment of thy love and 
gratitude upon Jesus' head and upon his feet. Come, 
wash his feet with the tears of thy love, and wipe 
them with thy hair as a towel!" 

Many siren voices today are devoted to the 
seduction of women from the Christ and the turning 
their love away from Him and lavishing their 
devotion and trust on various social and political 
projects. 

Truly discerning women will not permit 
themselves to be deceived by this. A liberal 
government, as is true of every government, is, in the 

I MISSION NEWS I 
J. C. CHOATE 

BACK IN 
NEW DELHI, INDIA 

J. C. Choate 

I am presently in New Delhi, India working on 
another series of recordings for our radio work. 
With the help of Indian brethren from different parts 
of the country, we broadcast from Colombo, Sri 
Lanka by Short Wave to India and neighboring 
countries, 16 programs each week in five languages. 
Radio efforts have been going on for the past 10 
years and they continue to produce a great 
response in a number of ways. 

Our second major thrust to reach the masses of 
India and other countries in Asia is through 
literature. We print tracts, Bible correspondence 
courses, two monthly magazines, and books here in 
India. These are distributed throughout the country 
in seven languages. We have recently printed a 
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last analysis, an instrument of public opinion; and 
false promises of "liberation" cannot be kept when 
the social environment loses value judgments 
historically identified with Christianity. 

Take a look at the ~~liberation" of women as it is 
seen in Russia, China, or India today. It is the 
"freedom" to carry the garbage, dig the sewers, build 
the dams, and sweep the streets. 

Christ is the great "liberator" of women; and if 
women ever forsake Christianity for the liberal 
cliche's of current politics, they will become 
immeasurably poorer and less privileged by the 
exchange. Like the giddy housewife in the fable who 
exchanged Alladin's Lamp for three cheap shiny 
new ones, they will realize in tears at last they have 
been more shamefully swindled. • 

book in Urdu in Lahore, Pakistan for the work in 
that country and for the Urdu speaking people here 
in India. 

We also have a printing program in Sri Lanka. In 
addition to the books and tracts we have done 
there, back in July we began publishing a monthly 
magazine for that country. Other printing programs 
are going on in Singapore and Medan and Jakarta, 
Indonesia. From these points then literature is 
supplied to numerous other countries. 

The church here in New Delhi wilJ give its entire 
contribution on the fifth Sunday of October, along 
with other funds that the brethren have collected, to 
its building fund. Over 200 congregations in the 
United States have been invited to join with their 
brethren here on that day to give a special 
contribution toward this building fund effort. We are 
hoping within the next year to buy property and 
begin construction on a multiple purpose meeting 
house. This building is urgently needed not only for 
the local work but to serve as a storage place for all 
of the literature that is being sent out from here and 
to provide a studio for the recording of our weekly 
radio programs. Pray that this effort will be 
successful and help us if you can as an individual or 
as a congregation. This work is sponsored by 
Liberty Church of Christ, Dennis, Mississippi 38838 
and all contributions for the building and work 
should be sent there. 

Box 3815 
New Delhi 110049, India • 
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GOD'S ADVICE 
TO ALL 

CHRISTIANS 
W. F. Cawyer 

In I Cor. 10:11 we are told, 
aNow all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples; and 
they· are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come." We as 
rational, responsible beings ought 
to be willing to listen when the 
admonition is for our good. 
History shows that mankind 
largely is not willing to listen and 
take heed. In I Peter 5:7 God 
through inspiration says he 
"Careth for you." The 
relationship that we sustain to 
Him is so very precious- Father 
and child relationship. God so 
loved us that he was willing to give 
His only begotten Son to die in our 
behalf. We were redeemed and 
saved through his blood when we 
obeyed the Gospel. That is the 
very moment when we became his 
child. Romans 6:17-18 tells us 
exactly when we were made free 
from sin. aBut God be thanked 
that ye were the servants of sin: 
but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you. BEING THEN 
MADE FREE FROM SIN, ye 
became the servants of 
righteousness." At the time of that 
obedience we were saved and all 
past sins were forgiven and we 
then entered upon a new relation
ship with God. 

We have a parallel in the 
salvation of the Israelites from 
Egyptian bondage. Egypt was a 
type of sin. God delivered them 
when they all passed through the 
sea and the following morning 
they looked back and saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the seashore 
(Ex. 14:30). The apostle Paul 
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refers to this passing as a baptism 
(I Cor. 10: 1-2). "Moreover, 
brethren, I would not that ye 
should be ignorant, how that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; 
and were all baptized unto Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea." They 
were baptized into their deliverer 
at the point of their deliverance. 
Just so, we are baptized into our 
deliverer at the point of our 
deliverance. The lesson we should 
learn from this is: after they were 
saved from Egyptian bondage, 
many of them were lost, and verse 
11 of First Corinthians Chapter 10 
says, «Now all these things 
happened unto them for 
ensamples (examples); and they 
are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. " Question: What was 
the cause of their ruin? They 
started out right (I Cor. 10:3-4) for 
they did all eat the same spiritual 
meat; and did all drink the same 
spiritual drink; for they drank of 
that spiritual rock that followed 
them; and that rock was Christ. 
Here comes the sad story: I Cor. 
10:5, "But with many of them God 

was not pleased; for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness." 
WHY WERE THEY OVER
THROWN? What happened to 
them may happen to us in our day. 
The next five verses tells us in no 
uncertain terms: 

1. They lusted after evil things. 
2. They became idolaters. 
3. They committed fornication. 
4. They tempted Christ, and 

were destroyed of serpents. 
5. They murmured and were 

destroyed of the destroyer. 

These five things were the 
cause of their failure to enter the 
promised land, which is a type of 
heaven. So, friends, if we do these 
things, we will be lost and not be 
permitted to enter the haven of 
rest after while. 

We could enlarge on these five, 
but we think the lesson is so plain 
it needs no help from me or any 
other person. Let us all be wise 
and be admonished. 

2450 Madison 
Abilene , Texas 79601 • 
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''BLESSED ARE 
THE 

PURE IN HEART" 
Garland M. Robinson 

God knows man's heart! There's no 
denying it. ·You may fool all those 
around you but you will never fool 
God. For this reason, we pray with 
the Psalmist, "Create in me a clean 

· heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit 
within me" (51:10). This is why Jesus 
said, ."Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God"(Matthew 5:8). 
The frrst and great commandment is: 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy .mind" 
(Matthew 22:37, 38). 

David's charge to his son Solomon 
in building the temple was that he 
serve God with ''a perfect heart and 
with a willing mind'' because ''the 
Lord searcheth all hearts and 
understandeth all the imaginations of 
the thoughts'' (I Chronicles 28:9). 
"Every way of a man is right in his 
own eyes: but the Lord pondereth the 
hearts''(Proverbs 21:2). God can and 
will search us out because he knows 
"the secrets of the heart'' (Psalms 
44:21). 

A man's heart is the seat of all his 
affections. ''For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also ,, 
(Matthew 6:21 ). If the heart is kept 
pure, the life will be pure. The heart is 
the central spring of all human words 
and actions. ''For as he thinkethin his 
heart, so is he.,, "Keep thy heart with 
all diligence,·for out of it are the issues 
of life'' (Proverbs 23:7; 4:23). Those 
"things which proceed out of the 
mouth come forth from the 
heart .. .for out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, 
b/asphemies"(Matthew 15:18, 19(. 

What does it mean to have a pure 
heart? To have purity of heart is to do 
those things God wants us to do- be 
like him. "Now the end of the 
commandment is charity out of a 
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'~THE PARABLES OF OUR SA VI OUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfield Heights church of Christ- Indianapolis, Indiana in November, 
1983. There are 33 chapters which detail the parables of Jesus. These are written 
by: John Priola, Ira Rice, Jr., Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Melvin Elliott, James 
Davis, Fred Davis, Bob Jent, Virgil Hale, Garland Elkins, William S.- Cline, 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick, Dean Buchanan, Harry Darrow, Lindsey Warren, 
Thomas B. Warren, DanJenkins, WallyKirby,JimmyThompson, WalterPigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson, Charles Pugh, Joe Gilmore, H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Varner, Phil Dunn, Grady Miller, Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem are all faithful gospel preachers. 

Yo.u will want this book for your library because there is no other book dealing 
with this subject matter available in the brotherhood! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages, $13.95 (plus $1.25 postage). 

Order from 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2842 Shelby Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

Phone: (317) 784-9480 

pure heart, and of a good conscience 
and of faith unfeigned" (I Timothy 
1:5 ). It is a state of heart which repels 
and /oaths every vile or sinful thing. It 
is a heart that is free from evil desires 
and purposes. In Philippians 4:8 we 
are admonished to think on those 
things which are pure. A pure heart 
will admit to wrong doing. It is one 
whose desires, mind, motive, 
intentions and principles are pure. 

A pure heart is one that is 
undivided in allegiance to God. It is 
like those early disciples of Acts 2:46 
where we learn they had "singleness 
of heart." A pure heart is one that is 
honest, with no hidden motive and no 
selfish interest. It is true and open in 
all things. It is a heart that does not 
serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). A 
double minded man is to purify his 
heart because he is "unstable in all his 
ways" (James 4:8; I :8). 

We learn Rehoboam (the son of 
Solomon) ''did evil, because he 
prepared not his heart to seek the 
Lord" (II Chronicles 12:14). The 
Pharisees were particular about 
purification but Jesus admonishes 
one to be pure on the inside, in the 
heart (Matthew 23:25-29). Why~ 

because we must seek "the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the righteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him,· and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:6-9). 

If we want to see God, we must not 
harden our hearts as did the Israelites 
in the wilderness (Hebrews 3:8). We 
must condition our heart for truth 
and righteousness. Then, and only 
then, will we be able to see our Lord (I 
John 3:2). 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne IN 46809 • 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-87 4-1804 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES ) 

for Preacbers, Teachers, Personal JV orkers, 
Elders and Deucom 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffit t. Dtrector 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UDtES 
~900 Milnchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78 745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preach ing 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- JANUARY 30, 1984 AND AUGUST 24, 1984 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
( 214) 526-7715 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on ha nd regula rly a supply of 
fresh, pu re, un lea ve ned bread for co m
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
sma ll carton a nd three of these cartons to 
the large ca n o n - a ll carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefi nite ly. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply a t 
a ll ti mes. Price: Large ca n on each $3.75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pcn.~acola , FL 32S23 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SElECTION· FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATAlOGS 
CAll TOLl ' IIEE 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN # 501 

Ded'uctibles . . ............ . .... . $100.00 

Family .. . . ... . .. .. .. ..... .. ... $154.00 

Single . ... .. ... .. .... ... . ..... $ 59.25 
(Most States) 

PLAN # 502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN # 503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817/947-5403 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or c.~ II for details. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 8, 1983 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/ 496-4888 
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HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 

4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counsel. 

All of thi s and"morefor a onetime enrollment charge of$50and a low monthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Texas 79401 

Telephone 
(806) 744·3485 

THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant 1Y2" x 12" 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
College Press 

529.95 

~ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 
• Seven volwnes in one 

Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November l, 1983 

Only 

524.95 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
-~.~ ALIIAIIOOI CAMPB£U 

L..-

• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 
Bitle as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

r---------------------------
YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

~irm ~ounbution Jublis~ing ~ouse, c1Jnc . ... 

P. 0 . Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

as it is published (0~. 1). Enclosed is full payment of $24.95 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

$29.95 plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1 -800-87 4-1 804 

Name _______________________________ ___ 

Address --------------------------------

Signature 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF OfRIST, 2700 De Barr 
Rd. Will contact relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
Glenn Randolph, Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. Phone 272-
7584 or 344-5719. 

ATT'N MILITARY - UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA . .3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30and 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Call 883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. 795-2311. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dub&n Road 

Pleamton, ~lfomlil 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

BEAR VAllEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray - Director 
1 (303) 9l6-5800, 2707 So. lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

8ellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 
32506, Sunday Bible study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Phone 455-7595, Max R. 
Miller, Evangelist. 

Bellview Preacher Training School, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, 
Florida 32506, full2 year program, V .A. approved, Phone 904-453-
3426, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE- 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday classes, 
10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-4383. Visitors 
Welcome. Write about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 1-81 between 
Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; 
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669-1896, Kenneth 
Chambers, Minister. 

DENVER, COLORADO 60228 
LAKEWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 

455 So. Youngfield Ct. 
Tele.: 988-1024 

See Yellow Pages For Service Times 
Translation for Deaf. Terry Cartwright, minister 

FARlEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesaay Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible StudY. 9:00A.M., Worshi~ 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesaay Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. 
and 6:00P.M./. Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred 
Davis, Evangelist. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

jerry Moffitt, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
CorresP.ondence. Programmed tapes with written 
material and tests. Also you maY. \'oin our Tape-A
Month Club and receive special essons on manY. 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday - 10, 11 a.m. & 
6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for evangelism 
program on campus of University of Arkansas at Monticello. 
Salary commensurate with qualifications. Send resume, 
transcript, and 3 letters of reference to Dr. T. Bently Wigley, 
Chairman, Search Committee, Monticello Church of Christ, P. 
0. Box 485, Monticello, AR 71655. Position available Nov. 1 or 
until suilable applicant found. For additional information call 
(501) .367-3919 (day) or (501) .367-9640 (night). 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-NOVEMBER 8, 1983 

FULL TIME MINISTER WANTED congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
Christ, '1IJ7 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560 or call Ph ill Rampey, 
318-.367-2820. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 50 seeking retired, 
semi-retired or can work part time. We can provide some 
support. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 67, 
Buckeye, AZ 85326. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Mature, hard-working individual and family counsellor available 
immediately to work wilh congregation or Christian agency. 
Trained in ministry with B.A. in Bible from OCC and completing 
Theses on family problems and how to deal with for MSW. 
Experienced in working with young people and their families 
involving all in Christian activities. Four years experience in 
working with families in crises including foster care and 
adoptions. Very sound in scriptures. Age 29, married with two 
children. Phone (414) 887-1340; Donald Hale, 419 DeCiark Street, 
Beaver Dam, WI 539161 

MATURE PREACHER AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Not currently 
preaching. Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley Dr., Richardson, 
TX 75080, 214/234-2952. 

MEDICAL STUDENT WITH PLANS FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW 
TESTAMENT MEDICAL CLINIC TO SERVE CONGREGATIONAL 
NEEDS AND ESTABLISH COMMUNITY OUT REACH SEEKS 
POSITION WITH METROPOLITAN CONGREGATION. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION WRITE JAMES LITSEY, BOX 186, 800 
ROSE STREET, LEXINGTON, KY 405.36. 

Preacher available for pulpit fill or interim work. Missouri-Illinois 
area. Call Gary C. Watson (217) 942-5595 or write 821 Locust St., 
Carrollton, IL 62016. 

FOR SALE 
-COMPUTER SOFTWARE-

EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING- BIBLE QUIZZES AND 
GAMES- (VIC 20, ATARI400/800, Tl-99, TRS 80-COLOR). For 
complete information write or call: MTM, 9608 Brlarwood, 
Knoxville, TN 37923, Phone 693.0493. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

$5.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

The C~e For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 69¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPUCA liONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKillS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SffiiNG UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNC'riONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 569-2236 (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

BUS WANTED - 66 passenger. Prefer donated and in good 
shape. Call collect 208-733-7805 Church of Christ, Twin Falls, 
Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 

Christian family (husband - educational administration, wife -
registered nurse) seeking other Christians to invest with us in 
development of a rural community concept of elderly care 
providing housing, food, laundry, social support, continuing 
health care and meaningful activities in a Christian environment. 
Those interested in providing financial assistance to this 
endeavor please contact: Ce~il Dunn, Box 336, Dove Creek, 
Colorado 81324 - Phone 303-677-2887. Detailed plans and 
references provided upon request. 

Christian Family Services of Kansas, Inc., desires to interview 
Christians for the position of caseworker. SSW required. We are 
a dynamic, progressive agency under the Overland Park Church 
of Christ Elders, serving the Kansas City metropolitan area. Please 
send resume to Christian Family Services, Post Office Box 12687, 
Overland Park, KS 66212, or call Jim Trotter (913) 383-2456. 

FREEl Small congregation in mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on Wednesday nights. Want 
to do mission workl Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, 
KS 66534 or call913-284-2022 or 402-855-4375. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christian with wide range of experience 
with congregations (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder himself) has developed a ministry to aid In the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeply rooted In God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her organization, unity, and work. 

For more Information including resume write or call Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, TX 75060. lei. (214) 369-4361. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 75 good song 
books which have been used but are in good condition. We wish 
to make them available to some mission congregation or camp 
which might be able to use them. They are frei! except for the 
cost of postage to deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

How many religious periodicals do you subKrlbe tot 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

INVESTIGA Rl The Rrm Foundation tries to saeen advertising, 
and wiD not knowingly take questionable advertising. But it Is the 
reader's responslbi&ty to investigate. Ulce any other paper, we 
sometfmes unwittingly run an unworthy ad. As the old saying 
goes, before you invest, investigate! 

Let's all build the Rrm Foundation.Subsalbeforyour 
friends and get your friends to subscrlbe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2Years$23.00; 3Yean$33.00.0ubRate 
- $11.00 per year (prepaid). Minimum five 
subscriptions per club. Congregational (prepaid) when 
a congregation pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
memben. Churches may be bUied monthly at 24 cents 
per Issue. Bundle Rate- $9.50 per ysr per subscription 
(prepaid) when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one addtess. Churches may be billed monthly at 22 
cents per copy per issue. 

Send aU subscriptions to: Post Office Box 610, Austin, 
Texas 78767. 

MISSION MINDED CONGRECAnON NEEDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300'1ot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL. '1IJ5-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS-The West End Church of Christ is 
developing a program for college and university students in the 
Nashville area. If you or someone you know will be attending 
school in Nashville this fall, please send name, address, and 
school to West End Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 
West End Avenue, Nashville, TN 37205. 

NATIVE New England Gospel preacher seeking suppon for new 
work in Southern Massachusetts area to begin January, 1984. 
Foundation work already started. Interested congregations 
contact David A. Coombs, 271 Lewiston Ave., Willimantic, CT 
06226, Tel. 203-456-2670. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

Supporting Congregation Needed - We are looking 
for a church interested in doing mission work in 
Asheville, N.C. Call or write Westside Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 16337, Asheville, N.C. 28816 or call (704) 254-
0260. 

TRULY GREAT MISSION OPPORTUNITVforsmallcongregation. 
Vital, healthy older missionary needs your suppon in South 
Africa. Thirty years of full-time service in Cape Town. Native 
South African. Well-known. Enormously respected. Great 
communicator with supporters. Multi-lingual. Be sole 
supponing and sponsoring congregation for $600 p/month. 
Present sponsoring church beginning challenging new work in 
South America. (713) 255-2600 or 351-4445. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES- write for free leather samples 
and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 79604. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-BOG-87 4-1804 

15 [763) 



ANSWER SHEET 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

SIXTEEN BIBLE LESSONS 

I. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Resto~ation of the Jews 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 
6. The Life of Christ 
7. The Two Covenants 
8. The Establishment of the Church 

9. First Christian Converts 
10. How the Church Grew 
I I. The Conversion of Saul 
12. The First Gentile Converts 
13. Justification By Faith 
14. By Grace Are You Saved 
I 5. Religious Authority 
16. The Great Restoration 
Answer Sheet 

EMPHASIS ON THE MAJOR DOCTRINAL POINTS OF THE BIBLE 

WRITTEN BY A DISTINGUISHED, DEDICATED BIBLE 
STUDENT, HIGHLY RESPECTED IN THE BROTHERHOOD, 

H. A. (BUSTER) DOBBS 

HAS BEEN WIDELY USED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

PRICE: $1.25 per Set; 8 cents for individual lessons; answer sheets 25 cents each. 

Order From: FIRM FOUNDATION, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-904-433-4258 
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1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1983 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 100 Austin, Texas, November 15, 1983 No. 46 

FALSE GUILT 
Walter Swain 

The concept of "guilt" is found throughout the 
scriptures, in both the Old and ·the New 
Testaments. Guilt comes as a result of sin; and is, in 
a sense, usually felt by those who are guilty. We are 
taught that guilt is removed by the blood of Jesus, 
when one responds in faith and obedience. Yet, 
there are many today who are using guilt in the 
wrong way, to accomplish their own goals. 

Perhaps it would be good to consider what the 
Bible says about guilt more closely, and then to see 
how guilt is being misused today. 

The words "guilt" or "guilty" are used 28 times in 
the Bible. In each instance it is referred to as a state, 
or condition one is in. W. E. Vine defines "guilty" 
as, "literally, held in, bound by, liable to a charge or 
action at law." The I.S.B.E. states that we are "guilty 
because law has been transgressed, and must be 
made good." 

Early references to guilt in the scriptures imply 
that one could be guilty and not know it (Lev. 5:17), 
and considered guilt to be both personal and 
received ~long with others (Gen. 42:21; Lev. 4:13, 
5:17; Ezekiel 22:4). 

Jesus showed guilt to be more than just a result of 
breaking law, but that guilt runs deeper, because sin 
is against the love, mercy, and fellowship of God. He 
declared that man is guilty to God for his sins, not to 
man. We sin against God, since all law comes from 
God. Jesus made us more aware of our 
responsibility to God, and often condemned those 
who followed the traditions and teachings of men 
(Matt. 6:1-18). 

Therefore, when man sins, he sins against God, 
and is condemned, or "guilty". Guilt is a condition 
we are in because of sin. Thus, being guilty, and 
knowing we are guilty can cause us to "feel guilty", 
or have bad feelings about our condition of guilt. But 
we can also be guilty to God, and not know we are, 
because we have not been taught correctly. This is 
why men must be "pricked in their hearts" by the 
Word of God. 

And just as it is possible for one to be guilty and 
not know they are, it is also possible for one to 
consider themself guilty when they are not. This is 
false guilt. 

False guilt can be self-inflicted or created in us by 
others. It is self-inflictet:! when we refuse to forgive 
ourselves of what God has already forgiven us. 
Many who have been washed in the blood of Christ, 
and forgiven by God, refuse to forgive themselves. 
They dwell on past wrongs, and are miserable in 
their own thoughts. False guilt can be just as bad as 
real guilt. These need to forgive and forget their sins, 
just as God has done. 

False guilt can also be created in us by man's 
rules, laws, or systems, when we are made to feel 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

DAVID'S RESTORATION 

The first Psalm's theme is, "Blessed is the man who has not 
sinned. "The thirty second Psalm says, "Blessed is the man, though 
he has sinned, he has been forgiven. " The fifty first Psalm is 
concerned with .. Removal of sin by pardon which only God can 
do. "This Psalm is one of the great biblical passages on confession 
and cleansing from the defilement of sin. One should read the first 
14 verses of Psalm 51 before continuing this article. 

In Psalm 51:1-14 we learn that David's repentance included: 

GODLY SORROW FOR HIS SIN 

Man will never repent or turn away from sin until he sees that sin 
as disgustingly as God sees it. Sin in the church or the individual is 
enough to make the Lord sick to his stomach. God abhors sin. 
Before there can be true repentance and consequently true 
restoration, the sinner must see SIN in the same light as God sees it. 
Too often it is the nature of man to be sorry for his sin and at the 
same time not be guided by a godly sorrow which works 
repentance. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

John wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, "If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from allunrighteousness"(I Jn. I :9). We are of the disposition of 
David and John- sin must be confessed if sin is to be forgiven.lt is 
within the doctrine of the New Testament to teach that no sin can 
be forgiven without confession. All sin is against God and must be 
confessed to him. When one sins against another, he must go to 
that person and make correction. When one's sins are public, 
public confession is to be made. 

TURNING FROM SIN 

A godly sorrow for sin is naturally followed by a turning from 
sin. This is as natural as night following day or the rainbow 
following the rain. One will not persist in tha·t which he views to be 
as disgusting as God views sin. 

FORGIVENESS OF SIN 

When David had godly sorrow toward his sin, confessed that sin 
and turned away from it, God forgave him. One of the blessed 
assurances that the Christian has is to KNOW that when he 
confesses his sin, repents of his sin and prays to God for forgiveness 
that his sin is forgiven. (See Acts 8:22; James 5: 16-20; I Jn. l :7-2:2). 
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RESTORA TION 

Sin separates ma n from God ( lsa. 59:1-2). 
Reconcila tion for the a lien sinne r is in the body 
through the blood ofChrist (Eph . 2: 16) . Restora tio n 
for the child of God is throug h o bedie nce to God's 
law of pard on fo r the Christian. The prod iga l must 
return home and when he does restoration is 
effected. 

REJOICING 

When the nobelman of Acts 8 obeyed the gospel 
there was rejoicing on his part for he was then in a 
blessed relatio nship with God . When the widow 
found the lost coin; whe n the shepherd found the lost 
sheep; and when the lost boy came home the re was 
rej oicing and me rrymaking. J esus said angels in 
heaven rej o ice when that which is lost is regained. 
Truly there is no j oy a ny more prec ious than the j oy 
experienced when sin ha s been forgiven a nd 
restoration has taken place . 

A REA DINESS TO TELL OTHERS 
ABOUT THE GRACE OF GOD 

David said , "Then I will teach transgressors thy 
ways, and sinners will return to thee. Deliver me 
from bloodguiltiness, 0 God, thou God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of thy 
deliverance." One can only wo nder if this is not one 
of the reasons why so many in the church d o so little 
fo r the cause of Christ. T he one who is knowingly 
living in sin wi ll not be anxio us to serve the Lord , but 
the o ne who ha s sinned a nd has been forg iven wi ll 
se rve the King with enthusiasm a nd zeal. 

All of us sin. Perha ps most o f us sin more tha n we 
a re willing to ad mit. We need the humility of sp iri t 
and the convictio n of cha racter to a dmit our sins a nd 
seck their fo rg iveness acco rdi ng to the teachings of 
the New T estament. David 's restoration should 
serve as a n encouragement a nd a guide fo r us when 
we miss the mark wh ich the C hrist has set before us. 

• 

Biblical Studies 

"A Prediction Of Apostasy" 
I Timothy 4: 1-5 

Grad y Miller 

The apostle Paul , in writing to the young evangelist 
a nd his "son in the fa ith" Timoth y. sought to instruct the 
you ng man in his la bors on behalf of the cause of Christ. 
It was his wish tha t Timothy remain fo r a time in Ephesus 
in order to safeguard the faith some were seeking to 
distort ( 1:3, 4). It was his charge that Timothy co nduct 
himse lf as a good so ldier in the fight (I : 18; cr. II Timothy 
2:3). It was his prayer tha t T imothy hold on to his fa ith 
and remain strong where others, such as Hymenaeus and 
Akxander, had not ( I: 19, 20). To thi s end , and to give 
other words of instruction, encouragement. a1.d wa rn ing 
(cl'. 3: 15). Paul wrote two leuers tO his faith ful co-worker. 

In order tha t Timothy might ma ke "full proof" of his 
mi nistry (cf. II Timothy 4:5), Paul gave divine 
instructions to the yo ung man on a medley of matlers. 
Still , the apostle's emphasis was on Timoth y's 
responsibil ities to the truth: he was to "command and 
teach" the gospel (4: II) , live the gospel (4: 12), stud y and 
meditate on the truths of the gospel (4: 13, 15), a nd 
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continue in the gospel ( 4: 16). He was also to be a defende r 
of the faith! Alt hough some might discount him because 
of his youth (4: 12). T imothy was to confro nt and oppose 
those who would teach ··other" doctrine ( I :3), and 
withstand those who would subvert a nd make shipwreck 
the faith of othe rs ( I: 19, 20; cf. II Timoth y 2: 14). o 
doubt there were some who objected to Timothy being a 
"watchd og" but , so be it ; Timothy was to "so do" (I :4, 
KJ V). 

In spite of the best efforts of Pau l and Timothy there 
wo uld be a departure fro m the fa ith. Within the very 
congrega ti on where Paul had labored forsome two yea rs 
(Acts 19: I 0), T imothy now mi niste red (I :3), and to whose 
elders the apost le had years before delivered a solemn 
wa rning concerning false teachers and their threa t to the 
fa ith (Acts 20:28-3 1 ), some were already pres ing a 
corrupted gospel. And, in the yea rs to come ('' la tt er 
times"), others wo uld depart from the fa ith. The ce rtainty 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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"A Prediction Of Apostasy" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

of this coming apostasy was revealed to the apostle to the 
Gentiles: uNow the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies 
in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 
For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be 
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is 
sanctified by the word of God and prayer" ( 4: 1-5). 

These points are certain from this passage. First, this 
apostasy or departure from the faith would be typical of 
the "latter times." It was Paul's view that the "last days" 
(the Christian Dispensation, or the ugospel age") would 
be "perilous times" (II Timothy 3: 1). It was his teaching 
that the Lord would not come until a falling away took 
place (II Thessalonians 2:3). This point deserves our 
careful attention for here is the correct interpretation of 
what might be called Church History; here is the key to 
understanding the centuries which have passed since 
Jesus built His church; this best explains why believers in 
Jesus today are split and splintered into hundreds of 
different camps while the primitive church sought to 
maintain "the unity of the Spirit"(Ephesians 4:3). Here is 
the genius of the Restoration Movement, and the most 
basic of all restoration principles. Jesus built His church 
and established a pattern of doctrine; men soon departed 
from those "old paths" and the passing centuries spawned 
new churches, new doctrines; attempts to reform and 
correct these apostate bodies and false beliefs proved 
unsuccessful; it was then determined to bypass the 
apostasy altogether and return to the faith of the New 
Testament age. 

Second, this apostasy would be advanced by false 
teachers. Some would depart from the faith because they 
would be wooed and seduced into error by men Paul 
branded as liars and hypocrites, beyond the prick of 
conscience by reason of their devotion to a false way. 
Paul had warn~d the Ephesian elders that "of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them" (Acts 20:30). Just as the 
kingdom of God increases when men sow the good seed 
of the word of God (Luke 8: II), so too error and apostasy 
multiplies when false teachers sow their destructive seed. 
Timothy was to stop such men from teaching their 
doctrine (I :3); Titus was to ordain elders in Crete that 
would be able to protect the flock from the "unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers ... whose mouths must be 
stopped" (Titus I: I 0, II). The false teacher is not to be 
given free rein among God's people; elders will provide 
them with neither pia tform nor audience, and faithful 
gospel preachers will not defend them! 
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Third, this apostasy predicted by Paul would feature 
the abuses of asceticism. Some would be enticed and 
attracted by the supposedly superior spirituality of self
denial. They would argue that those who enjoy the 
physical and emotional pleasures of marriage and the 
eating of flesh were inferior in commitment and 
delinquent in knowledge. The history of the early 
centuries in the Christian Era reveals that the Gnostic 
heresy- already begun in Paul's day- emphasized the 
ascetic extreme. Other false ways in the coming centuries 
would revive this ancient error, including Roman 
Catholicism. 

In light of this divine prediction of apostasy one might 
ask, what protection does the child of God have against 
error? Can the false prophet be resisted? Are departures 
from the faith inevitable? Is the church defenseless 
against the wiles of the Devil? We urge that the key to 
Timothy's faithfulness applies to the church of any and 
every age; Timothy was to abide in "the doctrine" (4:16); 
Paul assured him that by doing this ''thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee." The apostle, after 
warning the Ephesian elders of the coming apostasy, 
commended them to the word of God "which is able to 
build you up, and give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). Here is the solution to 
all apostasy - past, present, and future! 

413 Hillsboro 
Greenfield, TN 38320 

FALSE GUILT 
(Continued from Page 1) 

• 

, that we are not following them as we should. Some 
have also learned that it is possible to create false 
guilt in others psychologically. In these cases man 
puts himself in the place of God. He makes others 
feel guilty if they do not follow his rules, or his laws, 
or do not follow his system. In many instances this 
type of pressure has caused psychological problems 
in those so pressured, or has caused them to 
abandon the faith, feeling they could not possibly 
meet the standards set. 

Each person is responsible to God for his own 
response and actions; for man to create this guilt 
based on his own rules, or for psychological 
reasons, is only creating false guilt, and can be 
harmful to those who think they are guilty; although 
they are not. We must not use false guilt to get 
people to do things we want them to do. Love is the 
prime motivation of the Christian faith. Let's 
practice it, rather than creating false guilt. 

833 Begonia Street 
Escondido, CA 92027 • 
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.tfJii Biblical Sermons 

ATTHEENDOFTHEWAY 
(II Tim. 4:6-8) 

Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
We don't know how life will end. We don't have that 
foresight. We don't know what is ahead. Looking 
back we know how some lives ended. Some in 
honor, some in dishonor. Here is one. The time is 
A.D. 68. The place is prison in Rome. The manner of 
death is by execution. How does he face it? What 
are his last thoughts? Here they are: 

I. THE PRESENT (v. 6). 
1. Readiness. 

(1) I am now ready to be offered. Poured out 
as an offering. 

(2) He does not have to cram for the finals. He 
was ready. 

(3) This grew out of readiness beforehand. 
(4) Acts 21:13 "I am ready not to be bound 

only but to die also." 
(5) Romans 1:15 "I am ready to preach the 

gospel." 
( 6) He had made his preparation. 

2. Recognition. 
(1) He knew his time was running out. 
(2) He did not try to act as this would never 

occur to him. He knew better. 
(3) The time element would take care of that. 

3. Release. "Departure, Unloosing" 
( 1) Prisoner - Loosed from bonds and 

stocks. Think of what this would mean to 
Paul. 

(2) Farmer - Unyoking of the oxen. Taking 
the burden away. 

(3) Warrior- Loosen. Going home, the war 
is over. 

( 4) Seaman - Loose mooring and weighing 
anchor to put down in a better place. 

(5) Philosopher- Untying a knotty problem. 

II. THE PAST (v. 7). 
He looks back. Notice the "I have". Past tense 3 
times. 
1. Fought As He Should. 

(1) Fought a good fight. 
(2) The fighting may be as a wrestler. 
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(3) When you looked upon his frail body. (At 
least 195 lashes had been laid upon it.) It 
bore the marks of Jesus (Gal. 6:17). 

(4) I Tim. 6:12 "Fight the good fight of faith." 
(5) I Cor. 15:32 "I have fought with beasts at 

Ephesus." 
(6) He had no cushion but a cross. 
(7) He knew there was no easy and cheap 

way. 
2. Finished What He Started. 

( 1) Race - This implies a course over which it 
is run. 

(2) Hebrews 12:1-2. 
Acts 20:24 This expresses his desire to do just 

this. 
( 4) He just could not be satisfied to quit. 
( 5) Acts 21:7 "When we had finished our 

course or journey from T yre." 
(6) John 17:4 "I have finished" (John 4:34). 

3. Faithful As A Steward. 
(1) Kept the faith. 
(2) I Tim. 6:20 - Keep that which is 

committed. 
(3) II Tim. 1:13- Hold fast the form of sound 

words. 
( 4) This is equal to speak where Bible speaks. 

III. THE PROSPECT (v. 8). 
What does the future hold? What awaits? What 
does he have to look forward to? 
1. Coming Of The Lord. 

(1) He ~as looking to the time of the Lord's 
comtng. 

(2) This was reassuring to the disciples. Was 
not used to scare them. 

(3) Acts 1:9-11. 
(4) John 14:1-2. 
(5) Hebrews 9:28. 

2. Crown Of Righteousness. 
(1) He has a reward. 
(2) He has been cursed and criticized, but 

now it will be a crown. 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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AT THE END OF THE WAY 
(Continued from Page 5) 

(3) This is the victors reward. 

EMPLOYMENT: 

( 4) This is his graduation to glory. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.} Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 /448·3557. 

3. Companionship With The Redeemed. 
(1) He may be alone then but he can see more 

association ahead. 
(2) He knows others love the Lord and his 

appearing. (Those who have gone on 
before.) 

CONCLUSION 
His present is what it is because of his past and these 
together afford the great prospects for the future. 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

• P. 0. Box 506 
Athens, Alabama 35611 

THE PASSOVER LAMB 

The book of Genesis closes with 
the death of Joseph and the children 
of Israel in Egypt. Exodus begins with 
the children of God still dwelling in 
the land of Egypt. "And the children 
of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and 
waxed exceeding mighty; and the 
land was filled with them" (Exo. 1:7). 
Soon, however, problems arose for 
"there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph" (Exo. 
1:8). Because of this new line of kings 
"the Egyptians made the children of 
Israel to serve with rigour: and they 
made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and 
in all manner of service in the field: all 
the service, wherein they made them 
serve, was with rigour" (Exo. 1:13, 
14). "And it came to pass in process 
of time, that the king of Egypt died; 
and the children of Israel sighed by 
reason of the bondage, and they 
cried, and their cry came up unto 
God by reason of the bondage. And 
God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his couenant with 
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Victor M. Eskew 

Abraham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob. And God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had 
respect unto them" (Exo. 2:23-25). 

God then raised up the great law
giver, Moses, to deliver His people 
out of Egyptian bondage. Moses went 
unto Pharaoh many times requesting 
him to "let the people go." Each time 
Pharaoh refused and his heart was 
hardened. The Lord, therefore, 
pounded the land with permeating 
plagues, ten to be exact. It was the 
death of the first -born which finally 
convinced Pharaoh that releasing the 
Hebrews was the only way to pacify 
the mighty hand of the God of Israel. 

The destroyer which smote the 
children of Egypt came not upon the 
first-born of the Jews, however, for 
God instructed them as to the means 
whereby they might be saved. This 
means was found in the passover 
lamb. We also, as the children of 
spiritual Israel, are trying to escape a 
plague, the plague of sin and death 

(Rom. 3:23; 6:23). Our escape is also 
found in the "passover lamb" which 
Paul declares is Christ: "Purge out 
therefore the old leauen, that ye may 
be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 
For euen Christ our passouer is 
sacrificed for us" (I Cor. 5:7). 

Therefore, since Israel has a 
passover lamb and we, as Christians 
do likewise, we should be able to see 
some parallels between the two. 
There are four major parallels 
between the passover lamb sacrificed 
by the Israelites and our passover 
lamb which is Jesus Christ. 

First, both l~mbs were perfect. 
God told Israel: "Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male of the first 
year: ye shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats" (Exo. 12:5). 
Jesus was also one who was 
unblemished; no taint of sin was upon 
him: "For we have not an highpriest 
which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet 
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without sin" (Heb. 4:15). 

Second, both lambs were not to 
have their bones broken. 
Concerning the passover lamb we 
read: "In one house shall it be eaten; 
thou shalt not carry forth ought of 
the flesh abroad out of the house; 
neither shall ye break a bone 
thereof" (Exo. 12:46). By 
comparison, in John 19, we are told 
that the soldiers came to break the 
legs of those who had been crucified 
"but when they came to Jesus, and 
saw that he was dead already, they 
brake not his legs .... For these things 
were done, that the scripture should 
be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be 
broken" (John 19:32, 36). 

Third, both lambs were to be 
partaken of without leaven. 
Regarding the Hebrew passover we 
are told: "And they shall eat the flesh 
in that night, roast with fire, and 
unleauened bread; and with bitter 
herbs they shall eat it" (Exo. 12:8). 
And Paul, after he had said that 
Christ is our passover, continues: 
"Therefore let us keep the feast, not 
with old leauen, neither with the 
leauen of malice and wickedness; but 
with the unleauened bread of 
sincerity and truth" (I Cor. 5:8}. 

Fourth, in both passovers 
salvation is procured by blood. In 
Exodus 12:13 we read: "And the 
blood shall be to you for a token upon 
the houses where ye are: and when I 
see the blood, I will pass ouer you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you 
to destroy you, when I smite the land 
of Egypt." Jesus at the institution of 
the Lord's Supper said: "This is the 
new testament of my blood which is 
shed for many for the remission of 
sins" (Matt. 26:28). This also helps us 
to understand John's statement in 
John 1:29 when he said: " ... Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." 

Truly, Christ is our passover, but 
in order to procure the blessings of 
the blood we too must do something 
as did the children of Israel. They had 
to strike the door posts and lintels 
with the blood and that procured 
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DO YOU 

their salvation. Without obedience to 
that command the plague would have 
taken the first -born of Israel as well as 
it took the first-born of the Egyptians. 
We must also comply with the 
demands placed upon us in order to 
escape the plague of sin. Those who 
are out of Christ must first come into 
contact with that life-giving blood. 
Paul says this is done in baptism 
(Rom. 6:3, 4). Those who are already 
Christians must ceaselessly walk in 
the light of God's word and we, too, 
will be cleansed by the precious blood 
of the Lamb (I John 1:7}. 
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED? (NO. 5) 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

The thrust of this five-part series for FIRM 
FOUNDATION has been a frank and full discussion of 
that most important query, ~what Must I Do To Be 
SavedT' No greater question or more comprehensive 
query ever fell from the lips of any man than this 
question. It touches time and eternity in its bearings. In 
previous articles we have observed the question in its 
context as it was raised three times in Acts 
(Pentecostians, Saul and the jailor), provided the answer 
that was given each of the three times and more recent 
articles have begun to illustrate it or clothe the answer to 
it in human responses of gospel obedience. 

CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS-AND 
HIS HOUSEHOLD 

Cornelius, the centurion, and his family in Caesarea 
were converted in Acts I 0. This chapter is Luke's account 
of their conversion. Acts II is Peter's account which he 
gave before the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem. What did 
they do in order to be saved? They obeyed the gospel just 
as others did who were saved in New Testament times. 
Though during this sermon this household received the 
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit poured out upon them, 
this miraculous manifestation of the Spirit did not save 
them. It was to convince Jews that Gentiles were proper 
gospel subjects. The angel told Cornelius that Peter"shall 
tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be 
saved" (Acts II: 14). The gospel message Peter would 
preach to them would save them when obeyed- not the 
angel's visit - not the coming of the Holy Spirit in a 
miraculous manifestation upon them. There is no doubt 
that they heard for they could not be saved by the words 
Peter spoke to them unless they heard these same words!! 
Before Peter began his sermon Cornelius said, 
"Immediately therefore I sent to thee,· and thou hast well 
done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here 
present before God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God" (Acts 10:33). Cornelius 
informed Peter that we are ready to LISTEN to what you 
have to say. There is no doubt about their faith. 
Remember they were to be saved by Peter's word. But 
Peter's words include Acts 10:43 which says, "To him give 
all the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sins." Belief was imperative for them. 

Likewise, there is no doubt relative to repentance in 
their conversion. The Bible says in Acts II: 18, "And 
when they heard these things, they held their peace, and 
glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 

8(772) 

granted repentance unto life." Since confession of Christ 
is "unto salvation" (Romans I0:9, 10) and they were 
saved, we naturally and logically infer that they made the 
good confession prior to their being baptized. Peter knew 
what his Lord taught about the importance of the good 
confession and we cannot conceive of his ignoring this 
stipulation of their reach toward salvation. There is no 
doubt they were baptized and that it was done in the 
element of water. Luke informs us in Acts 10:47,48, ·"can 
any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost (Spirit - AS V) as 
well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry 
certain days. " Cornelius and his household obeyed the 
gospel in order to be saved just as did others within the 
New Testament. That is the only way any person can be 
saved in our day. God has not changed. His gospel has 
not changed. The needs· of the sinful soul have not 
changed. We had better not try and do any changing of 
God's plan of pardon. 

LYDIA'S CONVERSION 

In Acts 16:13-I5 we read of the conversion of Lydia 
and her household. The sacred scribe wrote, 

And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made,· and we sat 
down, and spake unto the women which resorted 
thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller 
ofpurple, of·the city ofThyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that 
she attended unto the things which were spoken of 
Paul. And when she was baptized, and her 
household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 

This marvelous passage sets forth Lydia prior to 
conversion, in conversion and subsequent to conversion. 
Before conversion she was worshipping under Judaism. 
That is why she and other women were observing the 
sabbath day and not the Lord's Day, the first day of the 
week, in their weekly worship periods in Philippi. She 
was a deeply religious woman. Her business was closed 
on the sabbath in order that she might worship God 
according to the knowledge of his will she currently 
possessed. Though her home was in Thyatira, a city many 
miles distant and even located on another continent, she 
still worshipped God while away from home engaged in 
her business pursuits. Th~ugh religiously wrong in 
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Judaism, she nevertheless puts to shame many who 
profess Christianity in our day. Business and pleasure 
interfere with the religious pursuits of many so-called 
Christians in our day. How sad!! How utterly and 
inexpressably pathetic!! 

In conversion Lydia and her household heard. By the 
power of the proclaimed word Jehovah God opened her 
heart and she became receptive to Paul's message. The 
Bible says she attended to the things which Paul spoke. 
Now just what things did Paul uniformly preach in 
seeking to convert people to Christ? He preached the 
necessity of faith (Acts 16:31 ). Therefore she and her 
household believed. He preached the necessity of 
repentance (Acts 17:30). Therefore the Lydian household 
repented. He preached the necessity of making the good 
confession (Rom. 10:9, 10). Therefore they confessed 
Jesus as God's Son and Christ as their Saviour. Paul 
certainly preached baptism to her. He knew that was the 
way to enter Christ (Gal. 3:27). It is very obvious that she 
and her household did not learn about baptism from 
Judaism because it said nothing about Great 
Commission baptism. Therefore she had to learn about 
baptism from Paul's sermon delivered by the river side 
that eventful day. The Bible states specifically that she 
and her household were baptized. Many just assume that 
she had infants and that they were baptized upon her 
faith. Not so!! That surely is reading into the passage 
what is NOT there. No husband is mentioned. No 
children are portrayed in Luke's account and remember 
he was an eyewitness to all this and later wrote under the 
Spirit's inspiration. ALL who are mentioned are Lydia 
and WOMEN. How do people get children out of the 
specific mention of LYDIA AND WOMEN? No 
husband is mentioned. How do people get a husband out 
of the specific mention of LYDIA AND WOMEN? Her 
household could well have consisted of the women who 
aided in her business of purple selling. The very fact that 

Paul and his group of gospel laborers were reluctant to 
accept at first her promptly extended hospitality is 
further proof that her household consisted of just women 
and Paul thought the matter perhaps was too delicate to 
accept and he and his three co-laborers did so only after 
much constraining on her part (Acts 16: 15). 

Then we see Lydia subsequent to conversion. In this 
state she was a person of warm and gracious hospitality. 
She would not take no as an answer as touching where 
Paul and his group should make their home while in 
Philippi. They were to lodge in her hom~ as long as they 
remained in Philippi. 

IN CONCLUSION 

In summary of these five articles on this important 
query there are conditions that must be met, stipulations 
to which we must submit if the realm of redemption is to 
be ours by way of actual attainment. In order to be saved 
from past sins one must hear the gospel (Rom. I 0: 17). 
One must believe in Christ (John I: 12; 8:24). One must 
repent else he will perish (Luke 13:3. 5; 24:4 7). One 
confess Christ (Rom. 10:9, 10). One must be baptized to 
enter Christ (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3, 4). More than these five 
conditions to conversion or to become a Christian God 
does not demand. Less than these he WILL NOT accept. 
These are the conditions for receiving remission from 
past sins. The condition of going home to heaven in the 
sweet by and by is a life of faithfulness to the Lord. 

Without controversy and unquestionably, this is the 
greatest question of the ages, "What must I do to be 
saved?" Do you not agree? If not, WHY NOT?'? 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

''IDOLATRY'' 

..,In the beginning God 
created ... " Moses, being inspired 
of the Holy Spirit, made it plain in 
the first sentence of his writing 
that God is preeminent in all 
things. Later as he portrayed 
man's life in the garden of Eden, 
Mose~ showed that God was still 
the central figure in man's life, for 
God's presence was there (Gen. 
3:8). 

As time went on. sin entered 
into the world and man became 
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Paul Cantrell 

seperated from God. As man grew 
exceedingly wicked, he grew 
further and further from God, 
until, in Genesis 6 verses 5-7 the 
wickedness of man was of such 
magnitude that God determined 
to destroy man from the face of the 
earth. Yet, even though the world 
had turned from God, as a whole, 
there was one, who had kept God 
as the central point of his life.'' But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). 

The Old Testament is filled with 
accounts of God's people turning 
from him unto the god's of the 
heathen nations around them. 

In the book of Exodus, the 
children of Israel were in bondage 
to an idolatrous people. At this 
point God intervened for His 
people and directed Moses to lead 
His people out of bondage (Ex. 
3: 18f0. God Himself, was showing 
that He is to have the preeminence 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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"Idolatry" 
(Continued f rom Page 9) 

of man 's effections. Yet, once the 
children of Israel became free of 
Egypt ia n rule, they were found 
des iring to retain the god s of 
Egypt. In Exodus 32 verses I and 4 
it is reco rded , "And when the 
people saw tha t Moses delayed to 
come down out of the mount, the 
peo pl e gathe red th e mse l ves 
together unto Aaron, a nd sa id 
unto him, Up, make us gods, 
which shall go before us; ... And he 
received them at their hand , and 
fashioned it wi th a graving tool , 
after he had made it a molten ca lf: 
and they sa id , T hese by thy gods, 
0 Israel, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt." How 
soon they had forgotten! If they 
had only known th e first 
commandment give n to Moses on 
the mount. "Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me" (Ex. 20:3). 

You might ask, how does all this 
pertain to us today. In Galatians 
5: 19-2 1, Paul wa rned "Now the 
works of the fl esh are manifest, 
which a re these; Adu ltery , ... 
Idola try, ... and such like: of the 
which I tell you befo re, as I have 
told you in times past, that they 
which do such things sha ll not 
inherit the kingdom of God." 
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon 
defines Idolatry - " the worship of 
false gods." Again we ask," l don't 
bow down to graven images, so 
how does th is apply to me?" In 
Co loss ians 3:5 Pa ul wro te, 
"Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon ea rth; forn ica tion, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, 
ev il concup is cense , and 
covetousness, wh ich is idolatry." 

When Christ was upon the earth 
a young man ca me to Him a nd 
asked. " ... what good thing sha ll I 
do, that I may have e ternal life?" 
(Matt. 19:16). When C hrist told 
him to keep the commandments. 

10 [774] 

the young man affirmed that these 
things he had done. Then, "J esus 
sa id unto him, If th ou wi lt be 
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor ... but when 
the young man heard tha t sayi ng, 
he went away sorrowful: fo r he 
had great possess ions" (Matt. 
19:2 1-22). It ca n be readily seen 
from this exa mple how a man 
made his earthly possessio n his 
Id ol. This yo ung man loved his 
possess ions more than he loved 
God or his soul. Paul writing to 
T imothy wa rned against such 
when he wrote. ''For the love of 
money is the root of a ll ev il: wh ich 
while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith , and 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows" ( I Tim. 6: I 0). 

C hri st made it plain that 
nothing is to be co nsidered more 
important than the Divine a ture . 
In Matthew 10:37, Christ warned, 
" He tha t loveth father and mother 
more than me is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth so n o r daughter 

more than me is not worthy of 
me." In John 12 ve rses 42 and 43 , 
men are seen placing popularity 
before God, "Nevertheless among 
the ch ief ru lers also many believed 
on him; but beca use of the 
Pharisees they did not confess 
him, lest they shou ld be put out of 
the synagogue: fo r they loved the 
praises of men more than the 
praise of God ." 

From all this we should 
conclude, if we place anything 
over God in importance, we are 
guilty of Idolatry. Remember the 
word s of Paul , " ... that they which 
do such thi ngs shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:2 1). Let 
us a lways r eme mb er th e 
admonition of our Lord," But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness: ... " (Matt. 6:33), 
for if we do, we will never be gu ilty 
of t he co nd em ning sm of 
IDOLATRY. 

P. 0. Box 1756 
Mo rgan City, LA 70380 • 

"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented a t the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfield Heights church of Christ - Indianapolis, Indiana in November, 
1983. There a re 33 chapters which detail the parables of J esus. These are written 
by: J ohn Priola, Ira Rice, Jr. , Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Melvin Elliott, James 
Davis, Fred Davis, Bob Jent , Virgil Hale, Garland Elkins, William S. Cline, 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick, Dean Buchanan, Harry Darrow, Lindsey Warren , 
Thomas B. Warren, Dan Jenkins, Wally Kirby, J immy Thompson, Wa lter Pigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson, Charles Pugh , Joe Gilmore, H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Va rner, Phil Dunn, Grady Miller, Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem are all fa ithful gospel preachers. 

You will want this book for your library because there is no other book dealing 
with this subject matter available in the brotherhood ! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages, $ 13.95 (plus $ 1.25 postage). 

Order from 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2842 Shelby Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

Phone: (317) 784-9480 
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In Light of the Scriptures 

CONCERNING THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Burton Co llma n 

The New Testament stands in glorious isolation as 
the unique source of all authority in the religion of 
Christ. Its tiniest declaration is of more consequence 
than all the councils of Christendom. The New 
Testament IS the religion of J esus Christ a ll else is 
incompe tent, irrelevant , and immaterial. Its 
teachings will judge men and angels at the last day. It 
is the exclusive and final work of God through 
Christ, as confirmed to us by them that heard HIM. 
What it binds o r looses on ea rth will be bound or 
loosed eterna lly. The concurrent opinions of all the 
wise men on ea rth are insufficient to countermand or 
nullify a single line of it. The human race shall not be 
done with this book till our Lord J esus Christ 
himself shall appear a second time, apart from sin , to 
judge the world in righteousness. 

The New Testament ri ses highe r and higher as the 
generations of men rise and fade away. Its lonely 
grandeur appears more and more conspicuous as the 
swift centuries roll. Its complete sepa rat ion from a ll 

human writings and its dramtaic e levation above all 
human wisdom are increasingly more and more 
evident. All the libraries of two hundred nations for 
two thousand years arc unable to produce one new 
additional sentence spoken by the Lord J esus , nor 
can they give one single, tiny, little addi tional word 
which is truly from Him. All of His message fro m 
God to men appears exclusively in that little book 
ca lled by men the New Testament. The New 
Testament is man's mandate from on high, his 
credential for cit izenship in the heavenly kingdom, 
his patent right of redemption, and his charte r of 
inheritance of the eternal li fe wi th God in heaven. In 
the New Testament alone is ce rtified the means of 
man's sa lvat ion and the promise of plenary 
discharge of human transgression in the blood of 
Ch ri st. It is the Rock of everlasting Truth. It is the 
Word of God. All else is sh ifting sa nd. It wi ll 
confront men at the finaljudgment. Why should not 
men confront it now and accept its saving truth? 

• 
GOD WILL TRULY BLESS 

FAITHFULNESS 
Mark K. Lt:wis 

One of the major themes of the Bible is that 
faithful obedience to God brings His pleasure and 
innumerable blessings upon man, bo th here and in 
eternity (Lk. 18:30). Now, J esus tells us that we 
should not labor just for the ''goodies" involved 
(read Mt. 19:27; 20: 16), but , indeed, one of the 
ramifications of faithful service is unexpected, 
undeserved, and overnowing rewards. I fear that 
sometimes we just don't believe God's promises as 
faithfully as we should. Beloved, if the Lord says he 
will do a certain thing, we can be certain that He will. 
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Everything He has ever said. He has done, and o h, 
how we rob ourselves of unsearchable riches by 
unbelief, improper service, or a '"bargaining spi rit" 
(Mt. 20: 1-2). Listen to these magnificent Scriptures: 
"Oh, how great is thy goodness, 1-vhich thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee before the sons ofrnani" 
(Ps. 31:19),· "he thattrustet/7 in the Lord, mercysha/1 
compass him about" (Ps. 32:10); "The angel of the 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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GOD WILL TRULY BLESS FAITHFULNESS 
(Continued from Page II) 

Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him. 
and delivereth them. 0 taste and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. 0 fear 
the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want to them 
that fear Him. The young lions do lack and suffer 
hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing" (Ps. 34:7-10); "/have been young 
and now am old; yet have 1 not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread" (Ps. 37:25); 
.. Mark the perfect man and behold the upright: for 
the end of that 1nan is peace" (Ps. 37:37); "whoso 
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe" ( Ps. 29:25 ). 
ad infinitum, The Bible endlessly tells us that when 
we obey the Lord, He in return sends ··showers of 
blessing'' (Ez. 34:26). God ••is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think" ( Eph. 
3:20), but we must trust in Him. In fact, we could safely 
say that no one is ever spiritually blessed by God in 
disobedience, nor does the Lord ever fail to bless the 

righteous. Too often we fail to see God's blessings 
because w~ ~hink only in terms of material things 
and not _sptn~ual as we should, but if we'll stop and 
reconnotter for a moment, we'll realize that we are 
the spiritual children of God (J n. 3:3-5), and thus our 
greatest blessings are of that variety. Indeed, even 
the material ble_s~ings He does give are intended only 
to help us sptntually reach the goal of heaven 
through holy service to God and man. 

Dearly beloved, these two thoughts are 
paramount _in this article: I) God will truly bless us 
when we fatthfully serve Him. We can believe that 
and claim that promise; and 2) Let us remember to 
think properly, not forgetting that the greatest 
blessings we have, could have, and could ever want 
or need are spiritual in nature. When we pause and 
reflect on this, it should cause us to bow our heads in 
thankfulness to our Father in heaven. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
SIXTEEN BIBLE LESSONS 
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I. A Background Stud y of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the C reatio n to the Conquest of Canaa n 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoratio n o f the Jews 
5. Understanding Your cw Testame nt 
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9. First Christian Converts 
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12. The First Genti le Co nverts 
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MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 
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Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November ·I, 1983 

Only 

S24.95 
• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 

Bitle as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

r---------------------------
YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm Jlfounbntion Jublisqing ~ouse, ~nc .... 

P. 0. Box 61 0, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of $24.95 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

$29.95 plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

Name ______________________________ _ 

Address ----------------------------

Signarure 

FIRM FOUND A liON-NOVEMBER 15, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 32523. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 Ot• Harr 
Rd. WillmntaCI rel,lliVL~ or fril'nd~ in Al.t\k.!. P.1t MrM.1han or 
Glenn R.1ndolph, Holt 314, An< hur dl:l', Ald~k .. 99510. Phonl' 272-
7584 or 344-5719. 
AH'N MILITARY - UPfOWN CHURCH Of CHRISl SAN 
BERNARDINO. CA . .3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9: JO & 10: JO .1nd 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. C.dl683-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Pleasmlon, California 94566 
Jo~m~ W. FertSu~on, Sr., Director 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching - Per~nal Ev.tnKeli~m - M~~iom 
Exceptiono~l Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran·~ traininK" 

Leonard M. Gray- Director 
1 (303) ~6-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 80227 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pemacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 
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P. 0. Hull 659. Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICA liONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN•s HOME FOR 
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referl'nft."> providt.'ll upon rl'qut.~l. 
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school to Wtost End Church of Christ, Campus Minimies, 3534 
We\t End Avenue, Nashville, TN 37205. 
NATIVE New EnKiand Gospel preacher seeking support for new 
work in Southern Massachusetts area to begin J.tnuary. 1984. 
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contact D.tvid A. Coombs, 271 Lewiston Ave., Willim.tntic. CT 
06226, Tel. 203-456·2670. 
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Wimberly 
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Metro polo tan 
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Ft. Worth. TX. 
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Southsode 
Church of Christ 

Seattle. WA. 
$70,000 

14th Street 
Church of Chnst 

West Memphos. AR. 
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Hermotage 
Church of Chnst 
Hermotage. TN 
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Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix, AZ. Houston. TX. Alvin , TX. 
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Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo. CO. Arl ington. TX. Long Beach, CA. Centralia, MI. 
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lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver. CO. Centrevolle, IL. West Memphis, AR. Dallas, TX. 
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Church o f Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
on Grand Junction Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction. CO. Knoxville, TN. Albany. GA. McComb, MS. 
$360.000 $200.000 $625.000 $165,000 

Church o f Christ 
Forney. TX. 

$55.000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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I think that it is very significant in Leviticus the 
fourth chapter where it is written: 

"If the priest that is anointed do sin according 
to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his 
sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock 
without blemish unto the LORD for a sin 
offering" (Leviticus 4:3). 

This gets a message across loud and clear. Even the 
high priest sinned. His sin, as well as those of the 
people, must be atoned. In other words, even 
priests are human and have weaknesses. This is my 
thought as I write this article. I have some "weak" 
areas. This article is not meant to imply that I have 
obtained.. growth in all the spiritual graces - I have 
not. · 

However, in my past seven years of preaching, 
and many more years than that as a member of the 
Lord's church, I have observed the lack of 

lunderstanding and compassion toward infants in 
Christ. 

1 Several times people (acquaintances of mine) 
have been hurt by well-meaning brothers and sisters 
in Christ. It seems that the older members (people 

. who have been in the church 40 or 50 years) have 
been "hard" on the infants in Christ. Now, to be 
quite sure, I am not talking about ignoring the sins 
committed by new Christians. I am talking about the 
attitude that is shown by older members when they 
confront the younger saints in Christ. We have 
several passages that deal with our handling of 
erring members. Paul wrote in II Thessalonians 3:6, 
14-15: 

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 
received of us .. . And if any man obey not our 
word by this epistle, note that man, and have 
no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother." 

What I fear is simply this. Sometimes our conaucr~ . 
toward a babe in Christ is indeed shameful. Not only 
is the sin shameful, but we, in trying to do well with 
our erroneous new converts, are just as shameful as 
the sin committed by the erring infant in Christ. 

I have a four year old son (Joel is his name). How. 
would you, the reader, feel if you saw me whipping 
my boy for failing his driver's test? Yet, I have seen 
and heard older members of the Lord's Church 
chastise a new convert for missing a Wednesday 
night service. Now, notice that I am not for missing 
any service of the. Lord's Church, but am against 
severe chastisement, unchristian conduct, and lack 
of compassion in handling the matter. We have to 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

DOES LOVE 
DISPLACE REBUKE? 

Regularly one can hear conversation or read an article which 
suggests or directly states that he who would rebuke another does 
not have the love of Christ in him. Such reminds us of the proverb, 
~~Better is open rebuke, than love that is hidden"(Proverbs 27:5). 
When those who disapprove of rebuke are told that Jesus severely 
rebuked the scribes ~nd Pharisees in Matthew 23 for example, they 
usually reply that Matthew 23 was a special occasion. The bottom 
line, as we often hear it, is that we have no such occasions for 
rebuke. Paul commanded preachers to ~~ ... reprove, rebuke and 
exhort ... " but we have been told that Paul didn't mean ''rebuke" 
like we mean it today. Some quibbles are truly interesting. 

"Actually, we do not like rebuke. We 
are inclined to resent it. " 

On the other hand there are parents who feel they must never 
scold, correct or discipline a child because such actions 
demonstrate an attitude of dislike instead of an attitude of love. 
We've seen some of these children in public and we think it would 
have been good for their parents to have had a different philosophy 
on child rearing. 

The lesson found in Proverbs 27:5 is one which gives us pause, 
because it produces conflicting emotions. Actually, we do not like 
rebuke. We are inclined to resent it. The fact that we deserve it 
usually does not make any difference nor does it make rebuke 

"May we not be so self-centered and unlearned 
as to think that love only sees and points 

out the good in us. " 

pleasant. On the other hand, we do desire to be loved, even though 
the love may not express itself. Moreover, our dislike of rebuke 
leads us to think that those who love us serve us well when they are 
silent in the presence of our shortcomings. We may carefully 
harbor such feelings, but God's word on the matter cuts· clean 
across all such wrong and foolish thinking . 

Love that is hidden is not perfect love in any sense. The highest 
love must and does express itself. It does so in praise and 
appreciation of the one you love. It also expresses itself in rebuke 
when the object upon which it is set is· acting unworthily. The 
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motive of love's rebuke is always that of the highest 
good of the loved one. Love is never blind, in spite of 
the foolish adage which declares that it is. It has 
clearest vision, and sees first the thing which 
threatens to mar the beauty of the loved one. Love 
speaks truthfully and plainly; it rebukes openly. 
Such open rebuke is proof of love at its highest. Love 
that hides itself, professes not to see, perhaps does 
not see, and so remains silent, is love on a very low 
level. When people say they love too much to 
rebuke, they are making quite a statement about 
their love - one that if they really understood they 

most likely would withhold. 

May we attain the wisdom of the Proverb and 
accept rebuke when it comes from a friend, a parent, 
a brother or sister in Christ, the pulpit, or wherever. 
May we not be so self-centered and unlearned as to 
think that love only sees and points out the good in 
us. It should do this but it should do more. May we 
understand that true love carries with it rebuke that 
is plain and to the poin~ of need. Love does not 
displace rebuke. 

• 

r:f/!11 -Biblical Sermons I 
THE VALUE OF 
FELLOWSHIP 

(Acts 4:23-37) 

Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
Surely one can easily establish the fact that there 

is great value in fellowship. There must be 
something afforded by fellowship or there would be 
no great loss if such were withdrawn. 

Psalms 133:1-3 testifies to this. point. Such is 
surely pictured as being worthwhile. In the passages 
before us the same is true. 

I. IT AFFORDS SUITABLE COMPANION
SHIP (v. 23). 

1. Note, these go to their own company. (Birds 
of a feather flock together.) 

2. Who are these folks? These are the best folks 
in Jerusalem. 

3. These are the kind of folks Jesus wanted with 
him in the garden (Mark 14:32-33). 

4. These are the called out of the Lord. 
5. These one by one have become followers of 

the Lord. 
6. These would support the same things they 

did. 

II. IT PROVIDES SYMPATHY AND 
SUPPORT (v. 23). 

1. Here are folks who will listen. They will be 
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interested in what they have to say. 
2. These are members of a family (I Tim. 3:15). 

These are of the household of faith (Gal. 
6:10). 

3. Isn't that where you will find sympathy and 
support? If a child is hurt where does he go? 
To a stranger? 

4. These act as members of a body. Isn't that 
the way a body would react? If not, Paul's use 
of such as an illustration has no meaning (I 
Cor. 12:25-26). 

5. Don't members of a body sympathize and 
support other members? Whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer "with 
it". It is not left alone. 

6. Acts 12:5 becomes a case in point. There is 
no thought of one member (Peter) suffering 
alone. These support him by prayer. 

Ill. IT MOTIVATES ONE TO SPIRITUALITY 
(v. 24). 

1. This is not true of all fellowship and associa
tion. 

2. Some under the circumstances might say, 
"What we need is a good stiff drink". 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Value of Fellowship 
(Continued from Page 3) 

3. These turn to God in prayer. 
4. They are not seeking a mob to settle the 

matter. 
5. Take a look at our worship services. 
6. I Cor. 11:23 -Notice how the Lord is the 

center. 
7. Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (singing). 
8. Colossians 3:16- Let the word. 
9. Psa. 73 - In midst of prosperity Asaph 

regains his balance. v. 17 - "Then under
stood I their end." 

IV. IT STRENGTHENS THOSE INVOLVED 
(v. 31). 

1. These surely are not weakened in right 
purposes by their fellowship. 

2. The stronger may help the weak (Rom. 14:1 
-15:1). How will he be made stronger? 
Surely he will gain by fellowship with the 
stronger and more mature. 

3. Proverbs 27:17 "Iron sharpenth iron." 
4. Weren't Nicodemus and Joseph made 

stronger with each other. 
5. Didn't Paul imply as much in Romans 1:11-

12? Both would benefit. 
6. Ecc. 4:9-12- Surely these verses show the 

strengthening effect of fellowship. 
7. The Hebrew word for strength comes from 

the verb "to twist". 

V. IT PROVOKES US TO SERVE (v. 32-37). 
1. This is inherent in and implied in the word 

"fellowship or partnership". 
2. There is joint participation. 
3. Something is demanded of us because we 

are partners. 
4. Luke 5:10 - James, John, and Simon were 

partn·ers. 
5. It would never occur to these that they could 

be partners. and not do their part. 
6. Note Acts 4:32-37. Would it ever occur to 

them that they did not have a part to play? 
No question to them what fellowship 
required. 

7. Acts 11:27-30- Would it ever dawn on these 
brethren that fellowship demanded any less 
than they could do? 

8. Suppose you received word that some of 
your personal family was in need? What 
would that demand of you? 

9. This was true of the Macedonian brethren (II 
Cor. 8:1-4). It never occurred to them to do 

4 (784] 

nothing. 
j 

10. You do not have to say to them "Shall your 
brethren go to war and shall you sit here? 
(Num. 32:6). 

11. Hebrews 10:24-25 should be read in the 
context of Numbers 13-14. 

VI. IT PROMPTS A PROPER SPIRIT (v. 32). 
1. There were some things these would not say. 
2. They wouldn't allow themselves to become 

selfish. 
3. Genesis 13:8. 
4. The basis of Abraham's proposal and appeal 

is "We are brethren". 
5. This ought to be true of sister congregations. 

We owe them something. 

VII. IT SOLIDIFIES THOSE INVOLVED. 
1. One has but to read Acts 4:23-32 to see this. 
2. These are of one heart and one soul. 
3. They think alike. They feel alike. 
4. They are of one mind (I Peter 3:8). 
5. They walk by the same rule (Phil. 3:16). 
6. It is not a "they" but "we" proposition. 
7. Like the football crowds - All will groan and 

rejoice together. One mind and one feeling. 

CONCLUSION 
We can then speak of its great value. When we do 

so we speak of a family functioning as one ought, a 
body as one ought. We are joint heirs with joint 
responsibilities and privileges. The loss of such 
would be disaster. 

P. 0. Box 506 
Athens, Alabama 35611 

Growing With The Weak 
(Continued from Page 1) 

• 

remember that we are not just chastising and 
criticizing a misbehaving puppy. We have to realize 
that we are being unjust to a CHILD OF GOD. This 
person, although an infant and although wrong, is 
still a person who is bought with a price -the blood 
of God's Son. 

If we are going to stop the exodus of new 
converts, we, as supposedly mature Christians, are 
going to have to understand that God allows for 
GROWTH. Now, once again, I am not advocating 
ignoring the sinful acts of the new converts. I am also 
against ignoring the sinful acts of mature Christians. 
We are all going to sin (Romans 3:23). 
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It is written in II Peter 3:18: 

"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Sauior Jesus Christ ... " 

Notice that the growth exhortation in this passage is 
coupled with " ... the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ." Usually, when a new 
convert sins, it is a matter of educating him in the 
area where he is having trouble - whether it be the 
lack of attendance, drinking, smoking, cursing, 
running with the wrong crowd, rowdiness, etc. 
These things are wrong, but having a lack of 
understanding, compassion, and a Christian 
attitude in dealing with them are just as bad. 

In Acts 18:24-28 we have the incident concerning 
a Jew by the name of Apollos. It seems that Apollos 
was preaching and teaching Jesus Christ, but he 
needed to be taught more perfectly (18:26). In a lot 
of instances, this is just what our new converts need. 
They need a friendly, Christ-like, compassionate 
Christian to educate them more perfectly in the 
scriptures. What they don't need is a hard-nose, 
uncaring, self-righteous older member of the church 
(spiritual policeman) taking the sword of the spirit 

and turning it around and using the blunt end of it on 
them. The apostle wrote: 

"Brethren, if a man be ouertaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such a one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted" (Gal. 6: 1). 

I am so happy that the little phrase " ... considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted" is written in 
accordance with this subject. It, as does the passage 
in Leviticus 4:3, reminds us that we are human; we 
have weaknesses just like the one that we are 
concerned about restoring. 

Our new brothers and sisters in Christ are going 
to need our strength, prayers, help, and instruction 
in the Word of God. Let's give it to them! While we 
are helping them in their weak areas, let's remember 
the high priest, who thousands of years ago, had to 
offer a sin offering for himself before he could offer 
one for the people. 

Rt. 4, Box 62 
Clarksville, Texas 74526 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

THE GOOD MINISTER 
(I Timothy 4:6-16) 

lvic Powell 

In the very outset of I Timothy 4 Paul predicted that 
there would be a depa nure from thefaith ( I Timothy 4: I). 
He then proceeds to list some of the things which would 
be taught by fal se teachers ( I Timothy 4:2-3). In view of 
this. Paul tells Timothy what Lo do. 

First, he was to "put the brethren in remembrance of 
these things" (I Timothy 4:6). That is, the things he had 
just stated in the first fi ve ve rses. ex t, the "word offaith 
and of good doctrine" wo uld be that which would 
convi nce and conve rt (I Timothy 4:6). This, of course, 
would include T imothy showing that the la w of Moses 
had been abolished and thus no longe r binding and that 
Christ has all authority (Matthew 28: 18; Colos. ians 
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2: 14). Jn so doing he would be "a good minister of Jesus 
Christ. ·· Attention was to be directed toward the spiritual 
ra ther than the physical life (I T imothy 4:8- 10). He was 
then instructed to li ve an exemplary life (! Timothy4: 12). 
To insure growth he was to give diligence "to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine" (I Timothy 4: 13): and not to 
neglec t "the gift" that he possessed which was given to 
him "by p rophecy, with the lay ing on ofLhe hands of the 
presbytery" (I Timothy 4: 14). To these things Timothy 
was to give himse lf wholly in order to save himself as well 
as those that heard him (I Timothy 4: 15-16). 

Being a ''good minister" according to God's sta ndards 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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THE GOOD MINISTER 
(Continued from Page 5) 

may well surprise and even shock many members. The 
average member of the church views one as being a "good 
minister" in the scope of visiting the sick, conducting 
funerals, counseling, being in the office from 8:00a .m. to 
5:00 p.m. and a good mixer. As a Christian he will 
certainly carry out his duties. However, these things are 
not the work of an evangelist. In our present study (I 
Timothy 4:6- 16) the apostle Pa ul sets forth that which 
cons titutes a "good minister." 

First, he is to ''put the brethren in remembrance" (l 
Timothy 4:6). The principles of preparing and warning 
brethren applies in every peri od of time. The a ncient 
prophet of God said , "When I say unto the wicked, 0 
wicked man, thou shaft surely die; if thou dost not speak 
to warn the wicked from his way, thar wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require ar thine 
hand"(Ezekiel33:8). Paul both warned and prepared the 
brethren (Acts 20:28-31). To fail to prepa re and warn is to 
shrink from ones duty as a "good minister"! 

Second, to be a "good minister" one is to "give heed to 
reading" ( l Timothy 4: 13). Absolutely nothing takes the 
place of drinking deeply, daily, from the pages of Sacred 
Writ. Robert R. Taylor, Jr. , in commenting on the work 
of an evangelist said , " ... Brother Gus Nichols has not 
majored in trivial matte rs. He has done the real work of 
an evangelist through preaching, teaching, counseling, 

writing, editing great papers, debating, settling troubles 
among brethre n and training people to be effective in the 
Lord's work ... Brethren, here is the heartbea t of the 
preacher's work - his s tudy of right doctrine, his 
proclamation of right doctrine and building his own life 
upon right doctrine." (Ripley Beacon, Volum~ I, 
Num ber 14, November 24, 1974). 

To be a "good minister" one is to be "an example" (! 
Timothy 4: 12). Whether one likes it or not preachers live 
in the proverbial "fish bowl". What they say, where they 
go, how they act and react has a tremendous bearing on 
the cause of C hrist. If they a re n't going to be an exam ple 
"in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirir, infaith, in 
puriry" they are by no means a "good minisrer"! 

Third, being a "good minister" involves "Take heed 
unto thyse/j, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for 
in doing this thou shalt save thyse/j, and them that hear 
thee" (I Timothy 4: 16). The preacher who divides his 
attention with worldly aims endangers not only his own 
soul but those who follow him. That preachers sustain a 
great responsibility to the unsaved as well as the brethren 
cannot be denied. The apostle Paul never felt that he was 
so superior that he could not fall. On the contrary (I 
Corinthians 9:27). Not only the salvation of others but 
the preacher's as well depends upon his faithfully 
discharging the duties as outlined by Paul. 

Church of Christ 
I Mile Road 
Dexter, MO 63841 • 

NEW DELHI 
BUILDING 
FUND DAY 

SET FOR 
OCTOBER 30, 

1983 

been meeting at its present location. 
The church has approximately 50 in 
regu lar attendance. Brother Sunny 
David is the local preacher. 

New Delhi is a city of 6,000,000 
people. Land and ma terials are ve ry 
expensive. Although the local church 
has been giving to a building fund for 
so me time, still it is understandable 
that the few Christians there are not 
in position to come up wi th the kind 
of money necessa ry to cover the costs 
for the property and building, 
estimated to be $200,000. It must be 
remembered that New Delhi is not a 
village where something cheap can be 
built, but a large modern city where 
people are accustomed to elaborate 
temples, mosques, and denomina
tional and Catholic church buildings. 

J. C. Choate 

Note: This article was received too late 
to be carried before October 30, however, 
because of the great need it is printed in 
this, the November 22 issue. - Editor 

The church of our Lord had its 
beginning in New Delhi, India back in 
1968. From that date it has met in 
three resid ential buildings and two 
halls. S ince January I, 1973 it has 
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For several reasons, the time has 
come that we need to buy prope rty 
and construct our own meeting 
house. That building is needed to 
provide the church with a permanent 
place of worship along with a number 
of class rooms, offices to handle its 
Bible corresponde nce work, and 
space to store its literature as it is sent 
out over the country in severa l 
languages. Also, space is needed for a 
so und-proof recording studio in 
which to record all of th e weekly 
radio programs that a re broadcast 
from Colombo, Sri Lanka to India 
and neighboring countries by short 
wave. Finally, efficiency apartment 
accommodations are needed for 
visiting missionaries. 

We are therefore calling on those 
congregatio ns that have bee n 
involved with us over the years in the 
Indian work, and others that would 
like to have fellowship with us, to join 
hands on Sunday, October 30, to 
make thi s EW DELHI 
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BUILDING FUND DAY." We 
would ask yo u to give yo ur 
contribution on that day to the 
building fund. Should you not be able 
to do that, would you give all of the 
contribution above your regular 
expenses? And would you encourage 
the mem bers to give a special 
sacrificial contribution on that day 
for the building fund? Could you go 
to the local bank and borrow money 

for this purpose? We would like to see 
each congregation give $ 1,000 o r 
more on thi s day. Indi v idual 
C hristians a re likewise encouraged to 
send a contribution. With a ll of us 
working together on this, in this one 
day we should be a ble to raise enough 
money to buy the property and to 
build the meeting house. Wouldn't 
that be wonderful? This is our goal 
and we ask you to accept this goal as 

your own. 

We a re sponsored by Liberty 
Church of Christ, Dennis, Mississippi 
38838 and all funds should be se nt 
there with all checks being earmarked 
for New Delhi Building Fund. May 

. God bless you as you do what you 
can. 

Rt. 2, Box 156 
Winona, Mississippi 38967 • 

In Light of the Scriptures 

WORSHIP A POSITIVE ACT, NOT 
AN OBJECTIVE FEELING 

Burton Coffman 

An amazing error in current religious thought 
regards the true nature of worship. It is not a 
subjective, inward feeling of any kind, but it is a deed 
done at God's commandment, and according to the 
Divine will. 

The five New Testament words translated 
"worship" are: 

PROSK UNEO, meaning to "bow down toward"; 
and it is used of 

(a) worshipping God (Mt. 4:10, etc.), 
(b) worshipping Christ (Mt. 2:2, 8, 8:2,9: 18, 

etc.), 
(c) worshipping a man (Mt. 18: 16), 
(d) worshipping the dragon (Rev. 13:4), 
(e) worshipping the beast (Rev. 13:8, 12), 
(f) worshipping the image of the beast (Rev. 

14: II), 
(g) worshipping demons (Rev. 9:20), 
(h) worshipping idols (Acts 7:43). 

SEBOMA I, meaning "to revere"; and it is used of 
(a) reverencing God (M t. 15:9, etc.), 
(b) reverencing a goddess (Acts 19:27). 

SEBAZOMA I, meaning "to honor religiously" 
(Rom. I :25). 

LATREUO, "to se rve, or to give re ligio us se rvice 
to'\(Phil. 3:3: Acts 7:42, etc.). 

EUSEBEO, meaning "to act piously towards" 
(Acts 17:23). 
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Of very great significance is the fact that exactly 
the same word is used for worshipping an idol as is 
used for worshipping God, because in neither 
instance is a subjective feeling in view but a positive 
action. There is no communion with an idol, in the 
subjective sense, nor is there any with God. 

Worship " .. .is not a subjective, inward 
feeling of any kind, but it is a deed done 

at God's commandment, and according to 
the Divine will." 

Thus the Greek New Testament confirm s the 
ordinary dictionary definition of worship as "a 
transitive verb, meaning to adore or pay an act of 
worship to. " It is always associated with doing, not 
feeling. Of course, there is a subjective emotion or 
feeling, but that is not worship. The worship consists 
of doing what the Lord has commanded . 

The widespread error was accurately stated by 
Crannell in ISBE: " Worship is not a physical or 
materia l offering, but a n attitude of mind." Such 
notions are to be rejected , for they form the 
founda tion of every innovation ever introduced into 
C hristian worship. If worship is merely in the 
worshipper's mind, wha t goes on in the religious 
se rvice around him has nothing to do with it; 

(Cont inued on Page 8) 

7 (787] 



Worship A Positive Act, Not An Objective Feeling 
(Continued from Page 7) 

however, every line in the New Testament is directed 
to the specific things that Christians are to DO in 
their worship of God. They are to SING, PRAY, 
OBSERVE THE LORD'S SUPPER, GIVE OF 
THEIR MEANS, ETC. Is it possible that "giving", 
for example is not an actual gift, but uan attitude of 
the mind?" If one DOES what God commanded, the 
good feelings may follow, but they are the fruit, not 
the reality behind it. • 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

ARE DISCIPLES 
SUPER CHRISTIANS? 

. Eddie Whitten 

There is an unfortunate distinction being made in our 
brotherhood between the terms "'disciple" and 
"Christian:· In some technical respects there can be a 
slight difference. but not in which the distinction is being 
emphasized. 

Specifically. the doctrine being propagated is this: One 
becomes a Christian according to the Biblical plan of 
salvation. Subsequent to the Christian birth, a process 
begins which is called ••discipling." Not everyone who 
becomes a Christian is subject to, or party to. the 
discipling process. Those so privileged are only a 
··selected few" who are to be developed (usually in private 
homes) for the purpose of bringing them to a higher level 
of "spiritual maturity." Those so chosen and developed 
(or disci pled) are then ready for the .. discipling" of others 
both in and out of the church. 

To the ear of the novice. indifferent or unsuspecting. 
this procedure may be quite appealing. especially if they 
happen to be chosen for this special attention. However. 
this is a completely unscriptural use of the term. 
.. disciple.·· The context in which it is employed is non
Biblical. cultic. and divisive! There are a number of 
circumstances in which the term is used that thoroughly 
refutes such anti-scriptural notions. 

I. The term .. disciple" predates the Christian 
dispensation. 
(I) Tht: Pha risces claimed to be the disciples of Moses 

(Mark 2: I H: John 9:2H). During the M osaical 
pt:riod of the Old Testament. Moses was the one 
through whom God's law was gi\·en. To the Jew 
who rt:fust:d to at·knowledge Jesus as the promised 
~1t:ssiah. Most:s. through the Old Testament 
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scriptures, was still the lawgiver. Thus, they were 
followers. or disciples, of Moses. 

(2) John. the baptizer. had disciples. Such references 
as Matt. 9:14; 11:2; Mark 2:18;.John 3:25; Luke 
5:33; II: I, clearly indicate the term was used to 
designate one who was a learner, or follower, of 
another - in this case John, the forerunner of 
Jesus. 

(3) Specifically, all of the dozens of references to 
Jesus' disciples while He was on the earth, and until 
fifty days following His crucifixion, predated the 
establishment of the church. No one could be a 
"Christian" until after the establishment of the 
church. Therefore, since the term, ••disciple," was 
used to designate followers of Moses, John the 
baptist and Jesus before the establishment of the 
church, and since one must be a member of the 
church before he can be a "Christian." then it 
necessarily follows that the term. "disciple" could 
not be limited to .. spiritually mature Christians." 

2. The term "disciple" is used to designate ALL 
Christians after Acts 2 . 
(I) Uniformly. after the establishment of the Lord's J 

church, in Acts 2. the term ""disciple" is used to 
identify all Christians. Jesus. in giving the great 
commission to His apostles. Matt. 28:19. said, .. Go 
ye therefore, and 1nake disciples (AS V) of all 
nations, baptizing the1n into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and oft he Ho~J' Spirit ... " A 
process takes place in the making of a disciple. 
Jesus continues: "Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you ... " That 
which Jesus taught them (that made them 
disciples) He said will also make disciples of 
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others. That process made disciples then, and it 
will now! Anything taught more, or less, than the 
.. all things whatsoever I conunanded you," will 
make disciples of that teacher, not the Christ. But, 
if the teaching is .. all things whatsoever I coln
mancled you," then the fruit will be a disciple of 
Jesus. pure and simple. 

(2) The soon-to-be-apostle Paul avidly persecuted the 
disciples of Christ. .. Breathing out threatening and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord" (Acts 
9: I). he went to the high priest for letters (warrants 
for arrest. if you will) to the synagogues (Rabbin) 
in Damascus, .. that (t'hefound anyofthisway (not 
justthefew 1nore spiritual~•· 1nature), whether they 
u·ere 1nen or wo1nen. he 1night bring the1n bound 
to Jerusalen1. "No distinction, or selection of just a 
few. was indicated. 

(3) For an estimated ten. or so, years the church had 
been established. The preaching of the apostles had 
penetrated the hearts of the people. There were 
thousands added unto them (Acts 2:41, 47). 
Multitudes of believers were added to the Lord 
(Acts 5: 13). The number of disCiples was multiplied 
(Acts 6: I), and .. they went everywhere preaching 
the word"(Acts g:4). Peter had been given a vision 
at Joppa, and had been divinely directed to go to 
Cornelius' house. The church was now acknow
ledged to be available, applicable to every man 
(Acts 10). The gospel spread among both Jews and 
Gentiles (Acts 11 ). and the disciples were "called 
Christians first at Antioch" (Acts II :26). It is 
interesting, and significant, to note that no 
selection of a few was made for this name. The 

· scripture says simply. "the disciples were called 
Christians. "If some identification is intended for 
the more ··spiritually mature:· it is not indicated 
any more than some specific••first day of the week .. 
is indicated in Acts 20:7. We understand that the 
••first day of the week,'' in that context, means the 
first day of every week. To make any further 
••selection" of a special first day of the week would 
be adding to the scriptures. Why cannot we see the 
same addition to the scriptures taking place in the 
··selection" of some special Christians to be 
••disciples'!'' 

(4) The Grecian widows were being neglected. Acts 
6:2 relates that ••the twelve called the n1ultitudes 
of the disciples unto the1n. "There are two observa
tions that need to be made. First. the church was 
in its infancy, yet there were ··multitudes" of 
disciples. It is not inferred that only some of the 
church was called unto them. It is inferred that all 
of the church was called. Also. the very nature of 
the problem indicated a lack of spiritual maturity 
on the part of the disciples in letting this problem 
develop. Secondly, the .. multitudes of disciples .. 
were instructed to look out from among them
selves special men for a special function. The point 
of emphasis here is that these special men were not 
selected to be disciples, they were already disciples! 
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3. The term "disciple" is applied also to the spiritually 
weak . 
(I) The apostle Peter was weak, as were the other 

apostles, at times. In Matt. 16:23, Jesus rebuked 
him sharply, because he .. savorest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be oflnen. "Paul also 
rebuked him because of his hypocrisy, Gal. 2: II ff. 
Jesus charged him as being "ye of little faith "Matt. 
14:31. Weakness characterizes all of us from time 
to. time, even those who are considered to be the 
most scholarly. and devoted, and wise, and 
consecrated, and spiritually mature. There are 
none of us who are self-sufficient without the love 
and grace of God to sustain us. 

(2) Jesus fed the five thousand men with five loaves 
and two fishes, John 6. After this event, He 
separated Himself from them until evening. His 
disciples embarked upon the sea for Capernaum, 
but Jesus was not with them. He later came to them 
walking on the sea. They were ••immediately" at 
the land to which they were going. The next day 
the people Jesus had fed discovered he had left. 
They came to Him at Capernaum. Jesus rebuked 
them saying, .. Verily, veri~l'. I say unto you, ye seek 
1ne, not because ye saw the 1niracles, but because 
ye did eat the loaves, and were filled. "Beginning 
in verse 52, Jesus likens the Christian life to the 
eating of His flesh and drinking of His blood. The 
people did not understand this metonomy and 
said, ••this is a hard saying; who can bear it?"Verse 
66 tells us, ··fronl this tilne many of his disciples 
went back and walked no n1ore with hiln. "Such 
conduct was not of the spiritually mature, but to 
the contrary, of the spiritually immature. 

(3) Judas lscariot was one of Jesus' disciples. If there 
was ever an instance of someone being a ••special 
disciple," Judas would qualify. He was one of the 
twelve special, chosen men who were given the 
awesome challenge of introducing the gospel of 
Christ to the world. He was in the very presence of 
Jesus for more than three years. Yet he is called a 
thief in John 12:6. It was only after Judas 
conspired with the chief priests that he is no longer 
called a ••disciple," but ••one of the twelve. "To deny 
and betray our Lord was certainly not a mark of 
spiritual maturity. 

(4) There are weak Christians in the church today. 
Jesus said .. Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 
co1ne afier 1ne, cannot he n1y disciple, "Luke 14:27. 
It is doubtful that the charge can be made that only 
a certain ••few" of any congregation of the Lord's 
people can be credited with "crossbearing."There 
are many in the church who do not, and will not 
take Christianity seriously. Those who fall into this 
category need our prayers. It does take a concerted 
effort to be a Christian: a disciple. Every preacher 
should preach his heart out on the distinctiveness 
of the Christian life. its privileges. its blessings. 
Only to the extent that one can realize the 

(Continued on Page I 0) 
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ARE DISCIPLES SUPERCHRISTIANS 
(Continued from Page 9) 

singularity of the church can he appreciate the 
burden of the cross. Only to the extent that one 
can realize the burden of the cross can he 

· appreciate the privilege of discipleship! 

SOME LOGICAL QUESTIONS 
AND CONCLUSION 

Discipleship cannot be reserved for a select few. How 
can "one know this'! Let these questions be answered 
according to the scriptures: (I) Who decides who is to be 
""discipledT' (2) What is the criteria for the selection of 
those to be "'discipledT' (3) When is the "discipling" 
process completed, or is it'? (4) What happens to those not 
so privileged'! (5) What does one call another who is not 
discipled'? (6~ Can a Christian who is not "discipled" be 
saved'? To answer these questions scripturally with the 
intention of distinguishing between "Christian" and 
.. disciple" is an impossibility! 

The mark, the goal of every Christian should be to 
achieve the very highest degree of spiritual maturity. We 
are charged to do that in He b. 5: 12; II Tim. 2: I 5, et al. Not 
just some of us, but all of us. 

The purpose of this article is to point out (I) there is 
simply no distinction to be made between the terms 
"disciple" and "Christian" in the church, and (2) to 
address attention to something far more important: The 
carelessness with which the scriptures are being handled 
by some brethren today is tragic! Much of the religious 
division in the world stems from such disregard for 
"handling aright the word of truth. '' The result is 
denominationalism. The same type of religious division 
will occur in the church if the same type of disregard for 
the truth is allowed to persist unchallenged. 

May God help all of us to be the kind of disciples He 
wants us to be! 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
P. 0. Box 865 
Hurst, Texas 76053 • 

''BLESSED ARE THE MEEK'' 
Garland M. Robinson 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:5, "Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth." "Meekness" is 
difficult to understand due to current usuage of the 
word in our society. It is usually equated with 
weakness, indolence, peace at any price, 
indifference and spineless gentleness. None of these 
is characteristic of being meek. 

God's people are told in Zephaniah 2:3 to "seek 
righteousness, seek meekness." Titus was to show 
meekness toward all men (Titus 3:2). Meekness is a 
fruit of the spirit in Galatians 5:23. It is with 
meekness that we are to receive the engrafted word 
which is able to save our soul (James 1:21). We are 
to answer those that ask us of our salvation with 
meekness and fear (I Peter 3:15). A woman is to 
have a meek and quiet spirit (I Peter 3:4). When we 
approach the erring we are to do so in a spirit of 
meekness considering thyself lest we also be 
tempted (Galatians 6: 1). 

Meekness is opposed to arrogance. It is not 
meaness, nor a surrender of our rights nor 
cowardice. It is mild, gentle, patient, not harsh or 
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implacable. Implacable is "not capable of being 
appeased or pacified" and is condemned in Romans 
1:31. Meekness is the opposite of the ambitious self
seeking attitude that characterizes men of the 
world. Meekness is the opposite of sudden anger, 
malice or vengeance. Meekness produces peace. 

Meekness is not "getting even" but at the same 
time shows respect for what is right. Jesus was 
within his right to request his accusers to bear 
witness of the evil he had done (John 18:23). Since 
he had done no evil, it was only right that he not be 
treated as if he had. Paul was within his right to be , 
released from prison by his accusers since he had ~ 
been jailed falsely (Acts 16:37). Both Jesus and Paul 
showed great meekness in the endurance of their 
sufferings. It takes more courage and strength to be 
meek than to fight for your rights, although Jesus 
nor Paul ever "ran-over" anyone to obtain what was 
rightfully theirs. 

Meekness is one of the greatest Christian virtues. 
It has been possessed by many great men of God. 
Moses (Numbers 12:3). David (Psalms 37), and 

FIRM FOUND A liON-NOVEMBER 22, 1983 

ll 



Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30) are among the many who 
were meek. 

The Bible says meekness can be learned. It is not 
just something you either have or do not have. True, 
it comes easier for some than it does for others, but 
it still does not lessen your responsibility to learn it. 
Since we are commanded to be meek, it stands to 
reason we can attain that which God desires we 
have. There are many other things we can learn 
such as: being "slow to anger" (James 1: 19), "to be 
content" (Philippians 4:22), "loue one another" 
(John 13:35) and to "bear much fruit" (John 15:8). 
We learn to do or be whatever God commands. 

Jesus said the meek "shall inherit the earth." To 
inherit the earth was a common figure used in Bible 
times to denote anything of a great blessing. lt is 
used here to denote tha t the meek wi ll enjoy God's 
blessings in this life as well as the one to come. 

Are you meek? Are you willing to learn? 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 

"THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Homiletic Commentary 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren, Editors 

This book - the pnnted record of 
the Seventh Annual " Sporotual 
Sword" Lectureshop. conducted 
by the Getwell Church o f Chnst on 
Memphos, Tn. - was wrot ten by 
th~rty · four faothful and able 
preachers of the Gospel o f Chnst. 
The book os compnsed of fourty· 
four chapters, which explain on 
detaol the marvelous teachi ngs o f 
Jesus whoch are set out on 
chapters five, six and seven of the 
book o f Matthew 

Already some are sayong such 
thongs as, " This may be the best 
book - outsode of the Boble otself 
- whoch has ever been wrotten on 
the Sermon on the Mount." h os 
surely the case thai thos book -
w hen studoed along woth the Bo ble 
uself - can be a sognofocant force 
on helping people 10 see how the 
Bible teaches that peoplo should 

change theor loves onto what the 
Lord Jesus would have them to be 
and, thu s, can r es u l t on 
t h ousands, pe r haps even 
mol loons , o f souls spend ong 
eternoty on heaven rather than on 
hel l. I t ca n be u sed by 
missoonanes around the world as 
an aod on teacho ng and preachong 
on 1 hos matchless sermon. 

You can 't afford to be without thi s book! 

Clolh bound. 340 pages, $14 .95 (plus postage and handling, $1.25) 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS. INC . 
P. 0 . Box TOOT Jonesboro, Ark. 7240 T 

(Or. see your local bookstore.) 

A GREAT NEW COMMENTARY ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 
Edited by 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren 

NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

• Permanent record of the Eighth Annua l Spiritua l Sword 
Lectureship, of t he Getwell Ch urch of Chri st, M emphis, 
Tennessee. 

• Written by 36 Bible scholars- all faithful members of 
the Lord 's church . 

• An exposition of the entire book of Romans. 
• 367 pages; 37 chapters. 
• One chapter deals with introductory m att ers. 
• One chapter sets out an over-a ll look at Romans. 
• Twenty-five chapters set out an exposition of the sixteen 

chapters ot the book ot Roman s. 
• Ten chapters set out an intensive look at a particular 

doctrine (for example, truth, the covenants. salvation, 
the Christian life, etc.). which is dea lt with in the book 
of Romans. · · 

• The 36 writers are: C. W . Bradley, Robert Brown, 
Franklin Camp, Curtis Cates, Winford Claiborne, Gary 
Colley, Darrell Con ley, Andrew Connally, Phil Davis, 
M ac Dea ve r. Roy Deave r, Garland Elkins, Ralph 
Gi lmore, Dan Goddard, Virgil Hale, Alan Highers, Terry 
Hightower, Bill J ackson, Glenn J obe, Kenneth Jones, 
Dub M cCli sh, Noel Merideth, M ax Mi lle r, Jerry Moffitt, 
Gobel Music, Flavi l Nichols, Charles Pugh. Paul Sain, 
Bi lly Smith, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, Rex Turner, Sr., 
Thomas B. Warren, Charles Wi lli am s, Wendell Wink ler, 
Gary Workman. 

order from 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 

P. 0 . BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

fi"iRnl FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
~ Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gold lettering S13.95 (plus $1 .25 postage and handling) 
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"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfield Heights church of Christ - Indianapolis. Indiana in November. 
1983. There are 33 chapters which detail the parables of Jesus. These are written 
by: John Priola, Ira Rice, Jr .• Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Melvin Elliott, James 
Davis. Fred Davis, Bob Jent. Virgil Hale. Garland Elkins, William S. Cline, 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick, Dean Buchanan. Harry Darrow, Lindsey Warren, 
Thomas B. Warren, Dan Jenkins, Wally Kirby.JimmyThompson. Walter Pigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson, Charles Pugh, Joe Gilmore. H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Varner, Phil Dunn, Grady Miller, Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem are all faithful gospel preachers. 

You will want this book for your library because there is no other book dealing 
with this subject matter available in the brotherhood! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages, $13.95 (plus $1.25 postage). 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P. 0. Box 17200 

Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-800-87 4-1804 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

,,. AMEN Monoltry wortoa •''" ••••"'"' c:ongreo•••ona ol ,,. 
c:tturc,.a ot Cl\fl&l •110M membe<l Oft mohl&'l' onllall&hOfll 
_...... are •a•h"'J 10 ttatp your 10...c1 -• - •• ,.,., .,.,. .,.,!MIS .,,., Itt. aporrtual arwl pttya•cat needa ot IIIOIItarwla ol 
01...,1 durrng ,.,. paat •••• yeara Tttoa MNoca 11 ,_, 

Sarwl ........ C:OiftP .. ta aGGraaa. pi\Ona arwl nulltary on11a11auon. 
AIICS sporolu&l corodotoon. of •no•n &tong ••Itt your ,...... arwl acl· 
draaato AlliiN 

{;

, '\.. WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
''F.-~,· '\.. CHURCH OF CHRIST 
~ loa2000 

Well Monroe. Louoaoana 7t28t 

Amcriaa MWtary Evu1•Ua1a1 NadoM 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton - all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton each $3. 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817 /947·5403 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Ded'uctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Write or call for det1ils. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 24246 

FORTWORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496·4888 
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"THESE THINGS 
SPEAK" 

OUT OF STOCK 

THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 

For43 years of study, preaching, and teaching the word of God, 
I have regarded THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE as being the WORLD'S FINEST STUDY BIBLE. 

We have had tremendous response to the 
distribution of Hugo McCord's book 
THESE THINGS SPEAK. This book is no 
longer in stock. A great number of you who 
have sent in request will not receive the 
book. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US TO 
PERSONALLY ANSWER ALL OF 
THESE REQUEST SO PLEASE 
ACCEPT THIS AS NOTIFICATION 
THAT HUNDREDS OF YOU WHO 
RECENTLY SENT IN ORDERS WILL 
NOT RECEIVE THE BOOK. 

FOR MANY YEARS, IN TRAINING PREACHERS, I have 
required that my students possess and use this wonderful Bible, 
together with the special workbooks which have been prepared 
for this Bible. This is an unusually fine set ·of WORKBOOKS. I 
would like for YOU to have these excellent tools- the Bible, and 
the workbooks, as your very own, for your own self-correcting 
home Bible study course. 

The Dickson Analytical Bible sells for ............. $68.95, 
The Workbooks (a 4-volume setj sells for ........... $20.95, 

for a total of ................... $89.90. 

TENNESSEE HESIOENTS Add 6% SALES TAX. 
BE SUHE TO INCLUDE YOUH CHECK WITH YOUR ORVER. 

Please print (or type) your name, your mailing address (including your 
zip code), and your telephone number. 

POSTAGE PAID AND DELIVERY GUARANTEED 

AU..... C/rit;., Undergraduate 
C I / (D I & Graduate 
Jchoa o 1\etigion .Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 
Full Sch01111h/pl Avlilablo For Full T•mo Students on M11n C1mpua. 

Gl AfJIJIOVOd. 011 CIIJIP!A Progtlfns Avalloblo.-

CaD CoDect tor Dr. Rn A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

S020 Atlanta HlghwaJ, MontgomerJ, AL 38117 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-
3557. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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SEND BIBLE ORDERS TO: Roy Deaver, 
Rt. 10, Box 355, Cookeville, TN 38501. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (fort W· •th), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\,11 1 

7t 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Kni..Qht Arnold Road MemDhis.~. Tenn. 38118 Phone_(901}362-5139 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 9 For Information Call: 
Tuition Free (214) 526·7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved Preston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available Dallas, Texas 75205 -NEXT ENROLLMENT- JANUARY 30, 1984 AND AUGUST 24, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director (214) 526-7715 Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30 a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 

4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counsel. 

All ofthis and·morefor a one time enrollment charge of$50and a low mohthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
lubbock. Texas 79401 

Telephone 
(806) 744-3485 

THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant 1Y2" x 12" 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
College Press 

$29.95 

+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November l, 1983 

Only 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

• Seven volumes in one 
• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 

Bit:le as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

Jlfirm Jlfounbntion J~blis~ing ~ouse, ~nc.-. 

P. 0. Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

$24.95 + 
r------------------ ---------
1 YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST 

~ 0 Please send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

1 as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of S24.95 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE C HRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published . I will then be billed for 

S29.9S plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

1 Name ________________________________ ___ 

~ Address ---------------------------------

1 

! Signature 
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c L A s s I F I E D FREE! Small congregation in mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. ~~rrently picking up 40-50 on Wednesday nights. Want 
to do miSSion worlc.l Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, 
~ ~34 or call91l-2B4-20U or 402-855-437!;,_ 

Adverti~ing in th!s. section. $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advert1smg meeung places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christian with wide range of experience 
with ct?ngregat1ons (both with and without elders, and as an 
elder h1mself) has develof)C!d a ministry to aid in the restoration 
of New Testament church order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeply rooted in God's word are bfought to bear up_on the local 
congregation and her or~anization, unity, and work. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH Of CHRIST, 2700 De Barr 
Rd. Will contact relatives or friends in Alaska. Pat McMahan or 
~=~rR~f,~~ Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. Phone 272-

AH'N MILITARY UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Call883-2550 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 795-2311. 

BAY AREA SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
11300 Dublin Road 

Ple~unlon, C•llfbrnl~ 94566 
James W. Ferguson, Sr., Director 

BEAR VALLEY CHURCH Of CHRIST 
SCHOOL Of BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Preaching -Personal Evangelism - Missions 
Exceptional Curriculum for Women 
"approved for Veteran's training" 

Leonard M. Gray - Director 
1 (3031 986-5800, 2707 So. Lamar, Denver, Co 60227 

BelMew Church of Christ 
41150 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible _study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
' Wednesday B1ble study 7:00P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BelMew Pre~cher Training School 
41150 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Fulll year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 
BRfWER. M~INE 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday dasses, 
10:15; Worsh1p. 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 666-4383. Visitors 
Welcome. Write about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 
Bristol, Virginia, Eat Bristol Church of Christ just off 1-81 between 
Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; 
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669-1896 Kenneth 
Chambers, Minister. ' 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M .. Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, ·rexas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible StudY. 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday B1ble Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIRD HEIGHTS CHURCH Of CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45 P.M. Fred D.wis, Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRQ-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

-4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWfST SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

Jerry Moffitt, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSO SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by Correspondence. 
Programmed tapes with written material and tests. Also you may 
join our Tape·A·Month Club and receive special lessons on 
many subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28lh 51. Sunday- 10, 11 a.m. & 6:30p.m. 
Ph. 344-3750. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
c~mpus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for evan~elism 
program on campus of University of Arkansas at Monticello. 
Salary commensurate with qualifications. Send resume, 
transcript, and ]letters of reference to Dr. T. Bently Wigley, 
Chairman, Search Committee, Monticello Church of Christ, P. 
0. Box 485, Monticello, AR 71655. Position available Nov. 1 or 
until suitable aJ>plicant found. For additional information call 
(501) 367·3919 (day) or (501) 367-9640 (night). 
COMMUNITY MINISTER NEEDED: Mission area near University 
of Connecticut main campus. Family man with preaching 
experience preferred. Salary range lower twenties. Please call or 
send resume, tape, and references 203·429-0569, Storrs Rd. 
Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 87. Mansfield Center. CT 06250. 
FULL liME MINISTER WANTED congregation of 180. Send 
resume, photo and tape of sermon to New Iberia Church of 
Christ, 1!J7 Acadian St., New Iberia, LA 70560 or call Ph ill Rampey, 
318-367-2820. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-NOVEMBER 22, 1983 

~~CHER NEEDED: Growing American Military Congregation, 
m W1esbaden, Germany, seeks preacher. Terms: Married, both 
strong in personal work, 3 )'ear contract, partial support may be 
required. Send resume, family picture and sermon/lesson 
cassettes to: Ron Coslett, PSC Box -4652, APO New York 09633. 
PRE~CH_ER NEEDED: Small congregation of SO seeking retired, 
sem1-reured or can work part time. We can provide some 
support. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 67, 
Buckeye, AZ 85326. 
WANTED: FRIENDLY, PERSONABLE EVANGELIST FOR SMALL, 
RURAL-AREA CHURCH. Close-knit, loving family in need of 
matu~e, serious-minded preacher, committed to sound 
doctrme~ personal work classes, and capable of training strong 
lea~~rsh1p. Prefer family man whose interest lies in long term 
pos111on. Please send resume and cassette tape, which are 
returnable, to BAGDAD CHURCH OF CHRIST, P. 0. BOX 577 
BAGDAD. AZ 66321. • 

POSITIONS WANTED 
~tur~. hard-working individual and family counsellor available 
1m'!led1~tely .t~ wor~ with ~nw.egation or Christian agency. 
Tramed m mm1stry with B.A. m B1ble from OCC and completing 
Theses on family problems and how to deal with for MSW. 
Experienced in working with young people and their families 
involving all in Christian activities. Four years experience in 
working with families in crises including foster care and 
adoptions. Very sound in scriptures. Age 29, married with two 
children. Phone (414) 667-1340; Donald Hale, 419 De Clark Street, 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916. 
MATU~E PR~ACHER AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Not currently 
preachmg. R1chard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley Dr., Richardson, 
TX 75080, 214/234-2952. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: College degree, 15 yto.us experience, 
good references, ready to serve. Willard Moyers (817) 732-n51 
nights (817) 246-0665. 
Preacher available for pulpit fill or interim work. Missouri-Illinois 
area. Call Gary C. Watson (217) 942·5595 01 write 821locust St., 
Carrollton, IL 62016. 

FOR SALE 
ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDER I Who trains deacons 
to serve? How do elders learn Co teach and leadl We train them 
by correspondence. Over 1200 have enrolled since 1978. Sound 
doctrine. Only cost is S8 teKtbook. Write Southern Calif. School 
of Evangelism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Park, CA ~620. 

-COMPUTER SOFTWARE-
EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING- BIBLE QUIZZES AND 
GAMES- (VIC 20, ATARI400/600, Tl-99, lRS 80-COLOR). For 
complete information write or call: MTM, 9606 Briarwood 
Knoxville, TN 37923, Phone 693..()493. ' 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

S5.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. TeKas 78745 

The C.se For The Chrlstlm Policemm 
Terry M. Hightower 
S5.00 + 69¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian. FL 32956 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUS WANTED - 66 passenger. Prefer donated and in ~ood 
~~=~~- 8~;~~ ~~~~:f.:-~~33-7805 Church of Christ, Twin ails, 

Christian family (husband • educ.uional admini)tration, wife· 
registered nurse) seeking other Christians to invest with us in 
development of a rural community concept of elderly care 
providmg housing, food, laundry, social support, continuing 
health care and meaningful activities in a Christ1an environment. 
Those interested in providing financial assistance to this 
endeavor please contact: Cecil Dunn, Box 336, Dove Creek, 
Colorado 81324 • Phone 303·677·2887. Detailed plans .md 
references provided upon request. 
Christian Family Services of Kansas, Inc., desires to interview 
Christians for the position of caseworker. BSW required. We are 
a dynamic, progressive agency under the Overland Park Church 
of Christ Elders, serving tile Kansas City metropolitan area. Please 
send resume to Christian Family Services, Post Office BoK 12687, 
Overland Park, KS 66212. or call Jim Trotter (913) 383-2456. 

HANDCRAFTED 

For more information mduding resume write or call Charles 
Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, TX 75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The chur~h of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 75 good song 
books wh1ch have been used but are in good condition. We wish 
to make them available to some mission congregation or camp 
which might be able to use them. They are tree except for the 
cost of postage to deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Cllrist, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe tof 
INVESTIGATE! The firm Foundation tries to screen ildvertlslng, 
and wiD not knowingly take questionable advertising. But lt Is tlie 
reader's responsibility to lnvestlpte. Ulce my other paper, we 
sometimes unwillingly run an unworthy ad. As the Old saying 
goes, before you Invest, Investigate! 

Let's au bUild the firm foundation. SubSCribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
dub Rate - $11.00 per year (pre~cJ). 
Minimum five subscriP-tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents ~r issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~ year 
per subscription (Prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) as mailed to one address. 
Churches .may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per ISSue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 

MISSION MINDED CONGREGA nON NEEDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year oli:l building, located on 
200'x300'1ot on Highway 43, South, known as Southside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL. 

For more information and history of church call V. P. 
Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or H. D. Jones, 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, Jackson, AL. 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
minister's home. For more information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, Al, 205·246-9224. 

NASHVILLE AREA STUDENTS- "fhe West End Church of Christ is 
devel~ping a program for college and university. students in the 
Nashville arec1. If you or someone you know w1ll be attending 
school in Nashville this fc1ll, please send name, address, and 
school to WL'St End Church of Christ, Campus Ministries, 3534 
We)t End Avenue, Nashville. TN 37205. 
NATIVE New England Gospel preacher seeking support for new 
work in Sputhern Massachusetts arec1 lo begin January. 1984. 
Found,uion work already started. Interested congregatiQns 
contact David A. Coombs, 271 lewiston Ave .. Willimantic, CT 
06226, Tel. 203-456-2670. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, e.pecially older Brotherhood 
and any Debdtes. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shc1wnee,OK 74801. 

Supporting Congreption Needed - We are looking 
for a church interested in doing mission wurk in 
Asheville, N.C. Call or write We.tside Church of Chrisl, 
P. 0. IJux 16337, Asheville, N.C. 28816or Celli (704)254-
0260. 

lRULYGREA"f MISSION OPPORTUNITYforsmallcongregation. 
Vital, he.!lthy older rroiS)iOndry need) your )Upport in South 
Africa. Thirty years of full-time \ervice in Cdpe Town. Native 
South African. Well-known. Enormously re.pet.1ed. Great 
communil·ator with supporters. Multi-lingual. Be sole 
supporting and sponsoring congregation for S600 p/munth. 
Present )ponsoring church beginning challenging new work in 
'iouth Ameri< d. (713) 255-2600 or 351-4445. 

wANTED: PEOPLE INTERESTED IN ENCOURAGING SINGLES 
AGAIN by death and divorce. Exchange Materials. Tom Kelton, 
BoK 152, Pharr, TX 78577. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES- write for free leather so~mples 
and prices. IJible Bindery, Box 2485. Abilene. lexas 79604. 

GEN. LEATHER 

?2elo11nd'' 
SOUTHERN REBIND 

P. 0. BOX 7007 
GADSDEN, AL 35901 

Hand Bibles • $25.00 

RON TENNYSON 

Family Bibles • $40.00 

442-7740 
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FIRM FOUNDATION 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

SIXTEEN BIBLE LESSONS 

I. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Resto~ation of the Jews 
5. Understanding Your New Testament 
6. The Life of Christ 
7. The Two Covenants 
H. The Establishment of the Church 

9. First Christian Converts 
10. How the Church Grew 
II. The Conversion of Saul 
12. The First Gentile Converts 
13. Justification By Faith 
14. By Grace Are You Saved 
15. Religious Authority 
16. The Great Restoration 
Answer Sheet 

EMPHASIS ON THE MAJOR DOCTRINAL POINTS OF THE BIBLE 

WRITTEN BY A DISTINGUISHED, DEDICATED BIBLE 
STUDENT, HIGHLY RESPECTED IN THE BROTHERHOOD, 

H. A. (J;tUSTER) DOBBS 

HAS BEEN WIDELY USED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

PRICE: $1.25 per Set; 8 cents for individual lessons; answer sheets 25 cents each. 

Order From: FIRM FOUNDATION, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-904-433-4258 
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\~;'~~ ~.,SPENSATIONALISM 

\(~~ ~D ZECHARIAH 14 
'\~ ... Wayne Jackson 

Dispensationalists - those enamored with the 
notion that Christ will return to the earth to 
establish a political kingdom over which he will reign 
for 1,000 years - rely heavily upon Zechariah, 
chapter 14, as an important Old Testament eleme.nt 
of the premillennial scheme. Dispensational writer 
Hobert E. Freeman characterizes Zechariah 14 as a 
description of "the destruction of Israel's enemies, 
salvation of Jerusalem and the millennia} reign of the 
Messiah over all the world from Zion." He further 
states: 

"The prophecy of Zechariah is to the Old Testament 
what the book of Revelation is to the New. It is the 
Apocalypse of the Old Testament which portrays 
God's future dealings with His chosen people 
Israel ... The book of Zechariah, especially chapter 14, 
stands as a continual corrective to all those theories 
that deny the literal, future restoration of Israel, after 
a period of chastening, in her own land, over whom 
the Messiah will reign in Zion." (An Introduction to 
the Old Testament Prophets, Moody Press, 1968, 
pp. 334, 335.) 

Dramatically, advocates of dispensational 
theology allege that Zechariah 14:1-3 contains a 
description of the approaching "Battle of 
Armageddon" which will be consummated by the 
descent of Christ "upon the mount of Olives" (verse 
4) to overthrow his enemies and to commence his 
millennial reign. 

The truth of the matter is, Zechariah 14 has no 
reference whatever to a millenriial reign of Christ 

upon the earth. The Bible indisputably teaches that 
the Second Coming of. Christ will terminate all 
earthly affairs (II Peter 3:4, 10), and any view of 
Zechariah 14, or any other portion of the Scriptures, 
which conflicts with this clear truth, must be 
forthrightly rejected. 

A Look at Zechariah 14 

The prophet Zechariah foretells of a coming "day 
of Jehovah" when the nations will be gathered 
against "Jerusalem" to battle. The horrors of such a 
conflict are interrupted when the Lord intervenes 
and defends the city against the nations. The mount 
of Olives east of Jerusalem is rent asunder providing 
a pas~ageway of escape for the faithful. The enemies 
of God are punished with fearful plagues and 
henceforth Jerusalem dwells safely, and from year 
to year the people worship Jehovah who is "King 
over the whole earth." Concerning this exciting 
chapter, let us observe t~e following. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial .... 

WHO WILL ANSWER 
THE CALL? 

It is readily agreed that the gospel of Christ is to be preached to 
"every creature" (Mark 16: 15). This is a responsibility that belongs 
to Christians of every generation, yet it is a challenge that at best is 
weakly answered. As we go about the task of seeking the lost we 
constantly meet with less success than we expect. Perhaps it would 
be good for each of us to ponder the following. 

Going back to the division with the Christian church, we realize 
that about two generations ago the church was left with poor 
physical properties and perhaps an even poorer image in the eyes of 
many in the community. So we became concerned about "our 
image." We wanted better buildings in better locations and by all 
means we didn't want to be thought of as being part of the Holiness 
churches. Therefore, we moved from across the tracks into the 
more affluent sections of the cities, towns, and communities. We 
began to cater to the rich and influential, and in doing so it seems 
that we practically forgot the "common people" in favor of money 
and prestige. We often became guilty of giving more attention to 
those who might be able to contribute a little more, forgetting that 
Jesus died for all men (Heb. 2:9). Without doubt some forgot the 
lesson on this very subject in James chapter two. 

Paul warned the Christians at Corinth of a similar danger- the 
danger of directing their activities toward the wise and vain things. 
He wrote, "For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but 
God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to 
shame them that are wise ... "(I Cor. I :26-27). Please note that Paul, 
by inspiration, said, ~.~. ... not many wise after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called ... " It has always been as Mark 
stated, "The common people heard him gladly." 

Certainly we would not suggest that those who have 
accumulated the treasures of this world should not have the gospel 
preached to them. God forbid! We have the responsibility to 
preach the gospel to everyone, and when men of such abilities are 
converted to Christ they can be great assets to the kingdom. We are 
suggesting that history as well as God's word, has revealed to us 
that those who are poor in this world's goods are going to be more 
receptive to the Good News than the wise, the rich, and the noble. 
How many bankers, lawyers, doctors, politicians, those rich with 
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material possessions and influence have been 
converted to the Christ AFTER they have acquired 
these things? The Rich Young Ruler loved his 
possessions more than he loved his God, and we 
would think that this is most generally the rule 
today. 

Someone has suggested that Jesus never met an 
unimportant person. What a marvelous attitude. 
Surely this must be our's. Indeed this is the reason he 
took the time he did with the woman at the well in 
John 4. How many of us would have considered her 
a "good prospect?" How many of us would have 
taken the time to teach her? How many of us today, 
rich in this world's goods, have the time that Jesus 
had for the "common people?" Brethren, there are 
still enough common people around for the 
kingdom of God to experience a revival of 
conversions. We need to go to the world and bring 
the people into contact with the gospel which is 
God's power to save (Romans 1: 16). We recently 
heard of a doctor who asked of the financial status of 

Dispensationalism and Zechariah 14 
(Continued from Page 1) 

(1) How would one· determine that this is a 
prophecy of an alleged. millennial reign of 
Christ on earth? Did Christ, during his earthly 
ministry, so interpret it? Did any ·divinely inspired 
New Testament writer ever quote Zechariah 14 with 
a "dispensational" application? Absolutely not! 
There is not a speck of evidence that would point 
this prophecy in the direction of premillennialism. If 
there is, premillennialists are obligated to produce it. 
Actually, New Testament writers repeatedly stress 
that the prophetic thrust of the Old Testament was 
concerning the salvation of grace (I Peter 1:10, 11) 
which burst into bloom with the dawning of the 
gospel dispensation. The apostle Peter affirmed that 
"all the prophets from Samuel and them that 
followed after, as many as have spoken, they also 
told of these days" (Acts 3:24). The "these days" 
were the days of the Christian age. The 
dispensational view of Zechariah is arbitrary and 
unwarranted. 

(2) A basic problem with premillennialists is 
their inability to discern the difference 
between the literal and figurative elements of 
the Scriptures. Those who fail to note that much of 
the prophecy of the OT is couched in figurative 
terminology are destined to fail in their attempts to 
understand the Bible. In his classic book Biblical 
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a family before he would treat a minor illness of a 
small child. Surely some of us in the church have not 
come to that point where we will inquire of the 
financial status of a man before we will teach him the 
gospel of Christ! 

In the opening statement of the SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT Jesus told us who would be "good 
prospects" for conversion to Christianity. The 
Master said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: ••• Biessed 
are they that mourn: ... Blessed are the 
meek: .•• Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: ••• Biessed are the 
mercifui: .•• Biessed are the pure in heart: .•• Biessed 
are the peacemakers ••• ''(Matt. 5:3-9). When you find 
these qualities among the wise, the mighty and the 
noble then they will answer the call of the gospel, but 
the hard facts of life are that such qualities are more 
generally found among the "common people" thus 
the reason why "The common people heard him 
gladly." And so it is, even today, nineteen hundred 
and eighty three. • 

Hermeneutics, Professor Milton Terry wrote: "A 
thorough interpretation of the· prophetic portions of 
the holy Scripture is largely dependent upon a 
mastery of the principles and laws of figurative 
language, and of types and symbols" ·(p. 313). A 
careful study of Zechariah 14 will clearly indicate 
that those who attempt to literalize the message of 
this chapter, as the premillennialists do, are 
pursuing a disastrous course of interpretation. 
Note: (a) If Zechariah 14:4 refers to the literal return 
of Christ (i.e., the Second Coming) upon the mount 
of Olives, exactly who is it that will make that escape 
flight to the east in the cleft of that mountain? 
Certainly not the wicked for the Bible plainly 
teaches that they will be destroyed when the Lord 
returns (Matthew 25:31-46; II Thessalonians 1:7-9), 
and surely not the righteous for they shall be 
"caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air" 
(I Thessalonians 4:17). And who else, pray tell, is 
left?! (b) Verse 8 speaks of living waters going forth 
from Jerusalem in summer and in winter. Since 
summer and winter will occur only as long as the 
earth remains (Genesis 8:22), and as the earth will 
not remain beyond the Coming of Christ (II Peter 
3:4, 10), it is obvious that the events ofthis verse 
cannot transpire after the literal return of Jesus 
which supposedly is alluded to in verse 4. (c) Vers.e 
12 tells of Jehovah smiting his enemies and the1r 
"flesh" being consumed. Again, this cannot possibly 
refer to a period after the literal return of Christ; the 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Dispensationalism and Zechariah 14 
(Continued from Page 3) 

' . 
Coming of Christ will signal the end. The dead will 
be raised and the living, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, will b~ changed from flesh ("this 
corruptible" or "this mortal") to incorruption and 
immortality (I Corinthians 15:23, 24, 51-53). 

(3) The premillennial view of Zechariah 14 
strikes at the very heart of the abiding nature 
of Jesus'work at Calvary. Verses 16 and 21 speak 
of those who go up to observe the feast of 
tabernacles and who make sacrifice. Again the 
dispensationalists literalize and assert that Judaism, 
with all its carnality and animal blood, will be revived 
in the millennium. Regarding this crude view Roy H. 
Lanier, Sr., in an excellent article which exposes the 
utter absurdity of a literal view of Zechariah 14, 
pointedly asks: "Are these interpreters ready to 
accept the restoration of the Old Testament feast 
with its offering of animal sacrifices? During the feast 
of tabernacles, which began on the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, daily offerings of animals were 
made by fire, 199 animals of all kinds were offered, 
'besides the continual burnt -offering, and the meal 
offerings thereof, and the drink offerings thereof 
(Num. 29: 12-38). Among these daily offerings was 
'one he-goat for a sin-offering.' Jesus is our sin
offering, and if we go back to offering he-goats for 
sin-offerings we must reject Jesus as a sufficient 
offering for our sins" (Firm Foundation, Oct. 5, 
1965, p. 633). The OT law with its rivers of animal 
qlood was abolished at the cross (Ephesians 2:15, 

16), and has hence been "taken" (erken - in the 
perfect tense, denoting the permanent abolition of 
the Law of Moses) away for ever (Colossians 2: 14). 
Truly, dispensationalism is a materialistic, Judaistic 
and infidelic system. (Note: For a more thorough 
study of the implications of the dispensational 
theory, see the author's booklet, Premillennialism 
-A System of Infidelity.) 

Conclusion 

Whatever else the meaning of Zechariah 14 may 
be, it cannot be harmonized with premillennial 
theology. Two common views of this remarkable 
chapter held by non-millennialist are: (a) It is a 
symbolic prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem 
in 70 A.D., together with the spread of the gospel 
throughout the Christian age thereafter (G. N. M. 
Collins, The New Bible Commentary, pp. 761-
763; Foy E. Wallace, Jr., God's Prophetic Word, 
pp. 246-248; or, (b) It is a figurative description of the 
history of spiritual "Jerusalem" (i.e., the church) 
from the time of its commencement throughout the 
whole of the Messianic era (E. W. Hengstenberg, 
Christology of the Old Testament, II, pp. 1155-
1182; Thea. Laetsch, The Minor Prophets, pp. 
493-506). Marten Woudstra notes that though 
premillennialists attempt to prove their theory by 
this chapter, "From the mixed character of the 
imagery employed, referring now to cataclysmic 
upheavals, now to regular pilgrimages to Jerusalem, 
it seems to this writer that no such literal 
interpretation of the passages is intended. The 
prophecy has in view various aspects of the gospel 
age with particular emphasis on its conclusion" 
(The Biblical Expositor, II, pp. 377, 378). • 

CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE CHURCH 

Tommy J. Hicks 

After Paul had listed all the persecutions he had 
endured for the cause of Christ, he said, "Besides 
those things that are without, there is that which 
presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the 
churches," (II Corinthians 11:28). Urging the 
Ephesian elders to be especially on guard against 
false teachers, Paul reminded them, "I know that 
after my departing grieuous wolues shall enter in 
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among you, not sparing the flock; and from among 
your own selues shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things to draw away the disciples after them. 
Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to admonish every 
one night and day with tears," (Acts 20:29-31). 
From these passages it is apparent that Paul had 
grave concern about the faithfulness and welfare of 
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the church. We all ought to share Paul's anxiety for 
the church! This writer is very alarmed and 
concerned about two things which are bringing 
disgrace, digression, and shame to the church tor 
which Jesus bled and died. Neither of the two can be 
denied and. none should be defended, but some will 
try to defend them - this is a part of our problem. 

We are losing our distinctiveness as being "a 
people of the Book." Generally speaking, the rank 
and file members of the church just do not know and 
understand the important foundational,. spiritual 
truths which undergird the faith once for all 
delivered. Hosea 4:6 is applicable today - "My 
-people are destroyed for lack of knowledge." 
Ignorance is not bliss. It is the cause of enmity and 
alienation (Cf. Epl}~sians 4:18). In order for one to 
have and grow in faith, he must apply the word of 
God in his life (Cf. Romans 10:17). Paul's 
admonition to Timothy needs to be heeded ·by the 
20th Century Christian. "Study to shew thyself 
approued unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly diuiding the word of truth," 
(ll Timothy 2: 15). A part of the problem comes from 
the fact that too many preachers fill tneir "Sermons" 
(?) With fables and funny stories rather than with the 
Word of God. Many value their ability to tell a joke 
more than their ability with book, -chapter, and 
verse. Evecy preacher and all other Christians need 
to heed (ll Timothy 4:1-4). Preachers should teach 
their hearers the word of G9d, because the word will 
build up. the hearers in the most hqly. faith (Cf. II 
Timothy 3:16-17)- and nothing else will (Cf. Acts 
20:32). Churches need to be educated in the 
Scriptures. How can the church be the pillar and 
ground of the truth, if the church does not know the 
truth (Cf. I Timothy 3:15)? Who can deny that we 
are losing our distinctiveness as THE church and 
are beginning to blend in with the denominational 
organizations around us. It is heartbreaking to see 
churches of Christ adopting denominational 
practices and denominational terminologies (Cf. 
Matthew 15:7-9). We need sermons which expose 
and refute denominational errors (Cf. I Timothy 4:1-
16), but instead, we hear sermons that could be 
preached in any denominational church without so 
much as an eyebrow being raised in the audience. 
Biblical subjects such as "love" · and "grace" are 
taught with a denominational slant. Too many of the 
Lord's folks believe that "good people in all 
churches are going to be saved." We even hear · 
those who have been members of the church for 
many years talking about "the church of Christ and 
the OTHER denominations." Members of THE 
church need to be taug~t that Jesus did not build a 
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denominational church and that if any church is a 
denominational church, Jesus did not establish it 
(Cf. Matthew 15:13; 16:18). 

We are lowering (lower and lower all the time) our 
standards of morality. Women and girls allow their 
fashions to be dictated by the world, rather than 
Christ. If Paris, London, or New York places the 
hemline eight inches above the knee, that is where 
our women wear them, regardless of what the Bible 
says about modesty (Cf. I Timothy 2:9-15). There 
was a time when members of the church opposed 
mixed swimming because of the immorality ignited 
in the mind as a result of both sexes taking off their 
clothes and frolicking about almost nude, but not 
anymore. Some members of the church even 
defend it and actually invite and encourage others to 
do it. Can we not learn a lesson from Adam and Eve, 
David and Bathsheba (Cf. Genesis 3:9-21; II Samuel 
11:2-5)? Down through the years preachers have 
revealed the sinfulness of dancing ( Cf. Galatians 
5:19-21), but today church members unashamedly 
participate in the most ungodly, indecent, bodily 
movements of the modern dances. People, living in 
open adultery, attend the services of the church 
without censure, let alone withdrawal of fellowship 
(Cf. Matthew 19:9; I Corinthians 5:1-7). Brethren, 
these things ought not to be so! 

The things wrong with people in the church will· 
not be corrected until· we become concerned 
enough about the church (love it and the Lord 
enough) to do something about them. Are you 
concerned about the sorry state of affairs so 
prevalent in the Lord's church today? Where do you 
stand? Before you answer, read Matthew 12:30. 

P. 0. Box 8156 
Fort Worth, TX 76124-0156 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-BOD-874-1804 

• 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

''CONCERN FOR THE 
WIDOWS AND NEEDY'' 

I Timothy 5:1-16 

Wayne Coats 

What problems seem more pronounced in our 
society than a lack of respect for the aged and the 
uncaring attitudes toward worthy needy persons? 
Paul's instruction to the young preacher directed 
that the aged be revered and respected (verse 1). 
This does not mean that we must ignore the 
mistakes of older people but our efforts should be 
seasoned with entreaty. One can be firm when 
dealing with faults, but still be gentle and respectful. 
Divine wisdom is always "gentle and easy to be 
entreated" (James 3:17). When Paul was shamefully 
mistreated he could still entreat his brothers (I 
Corinthians 4:13). This spirit was exemplified when 
he wrote to the church at Philippi (Philippians 4:3). 
The aged need gentle treatment, "euen as a nurse 
cherisheth her children" (I Thessalonians 2:7). 
God's servant is "gentle to all men" (II Timothy 
2:24). 

In God's family there are elderly men and women 
(I Timothy 5:1-2). There are also young J!1en (I John 
2: 13). In fact, John writes to "little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake" (I 
John 2: 13). Every Christian deserves to be treated 
with respect. 

If the reports are true, then we can certainly say 
that some brethren are not paying much attention 
to the directive to treat the "younger women as 
sisters, with all purity". It could be the case that 
some of the younger sisters want undue attention 
from the young Timothys. It is also the case that 
some of the young preachers have been most 
indiscreet in their behavior toward the younger 
sisters. We had better be sure that we act with 
purity and propriety toward all. 

In verses 3 to 16, Paul discussed the plight, the 
problem, and the plan of caring for widows. It is 
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obvious that God has deep concern for all widows 
since special provisions and protection were made 
for them in the Old Testament period. Jesus 
denounced the religious racketeers who devoured 
widows houses (Mark 12:40). The early church took 
care of poor widows (Acts 6:1-6). Surely we can see 
that the Holy Spirit is not saying that widows should 
be supported in an indiscriminate manner. There 
are some plain and simple guidelines and no amount 
of effort to circumvent these will suffice. 

There is the needy widow who should be cared for 
by her children or nephews. This was the common 
and accepted practice many years ago, but so often 
this is not done today. Visit a half dozen nursing 
homes and talk with the managers if you want your 
heart to bleed and break. You will quickly learn that 
babies are not the only creatures abandoned. It is 
God's will that parents be requited. The significance 
of this word, requited, is "keep on giving back" to 
them.· When Jesus was dying, he made provisions 
for his dear mother (John 19:25-27). He honoured 
his mother in life and in death (Ephesians 6: 1). If 
children are to learn respect for their parents, then 
someone must teach them. To be worse than an 
infidel is to be in a sad condition; yet when I refuse to 
provide for the widow in my family, I deny the faith 
and am worse than an infidel. Even heathens will 
make plans ahead in their concern for family 
members. 

Only the widow indeed should be supported by 
the church (verses 3, 5, 9). This ought to suggest 
that great care should be taken in disbursing the 
Lord's money. When brethren toil and labor to earn 
and give of their earnings, it is sheer nonsense to 
waste and squander the collection on undeserving 
people, of whom there are many wandering around. 
The deserving widow has demonstrated in her own 
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life a willingness to be a servant to others, even 
washing the saints' feet (verse 10). Her fidelity to 

.. God is seen in constant prayer night and day (verse 
5). After faithfully serving the Lt>rd until she reaches 
the age of sixty, none would begrudge the care 
expended in her behalf. 

The young widow should marry. If there ever was 
a concise argument made to show the possibility of 
apostasy, Paul made his case with reference to the 
young, idle, strolling widows who cast off their first 
faith resulting in damnation (verse 12). By their 
actions they "turned aside unto satan" (verse 15). 

Finally, is the individual to relieve certain widows 
in a way and manner which the congregation must 
not do? Indeed so! There is a certain widow that is 
not to be taken into the number or put on the 
register for assistance. This is the widow that the 
individual should relieve and concerning whom Paul 
said "let not the church be charged" (verse 16). As 
individuals and congregations, we should learn our 
duty toward the aged, the widows and other needy, 
and we should never become derelict in our respect 
toward them. 

• 

I ll{if; Biblical Sermons ., 

OBLIGATIONS SET 
FORTH IN 

II TIMOTHY 2:15 
Roy Deaver 

1. These remarks were penned by Paul. 
2. They were addressed originally to Timothy, and 

by principle and application they· are addressed 
to us as well. 

3. Paul was a prisoner in Rome. Death was near. 
These were among the last in his writings. 

4. Timothy was a gospel preacher, with great 
responsibilities resting upon him. These words 
had a particular relationship to Timothy and t<;> 
his work. 

5. This passage sets forth several distinct responsi
bilities that we have, and I want us to look at 
these responsibilities. 

I. WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO STUDY. 
1. This obligation is clearly stated in the King 

James reading. 
2. The American Standard has: "Give diligence 

to present thyself ... " 
3. The original word is spoudason, which 

includes the thoughts of zeal, diligence, 
earnestness, sincerity. 
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4. This passage is very similar to Rom. 12:1. 
(1) We are to" 'present' ourselves unto God," 

and 
(2) The means to this end is our studying and 

knowing the word of God. 
5. Numerous passages deal with this funda

mental obligation: 
(1) Mt. 7:7; 
(2) Jno. 7:17;. 
(3) Acts 17:11; 
(4) I Tim. 4:13; 
(5) Cf. Ps. 1. 

6. Study is hard work. It is not just reading. Let 
us be diligent students. of the Bible. 

II. WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO BE 
APPROVED IN 'GOD'S SIGHT. 
1. Striving to have God's approval upon our lives 

is the proper motive in all our study. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Obligations Set Forth in II Timothy 2:15 
(Continued from Page 7) 

2. Note that Paul ·does not say: 
( 1) Study to show; 
(2) Study to show thyseJf; 
(3) Study to show thyself approved. 

3. The original word ·here is dokimon, which 
signifies one who stands approved after 
examination by trial. Cf. adokimos, "rejected" 
(Heb. 6:8). 

4. This is the basic obligation that every account
able person has. We must be anxious to 
have God's approval upon our lives. 

5. We must not aim -
(1) To be pleasing in our own sight (Cf. I Cor. 

4:4); 
(2) To be pleasing in the sight of men ( Cf. Mt. 

6). 
6. Divine approval upon our lives should be 

cQnsidered from three viewpoints: 
(1) The alien - can come to have God's 

approval by becoming a child of God; 
(2) The wayward - can come to have God's 

approval by being restored; 
(3) The faithful - can continue to have God's 

approval by walking in the light. 
7. Let us study always with the thought in mind 

of making a personal, practical application of 
the divine message to our own lives. 

-01. WE HAVE THE OBUGATION TO BE 
UNASHAMED WORKMEN.-
1. Note first that we must be workmen. 

(1) God's people must be working people. 
(2) The Lord's vineyard- Mt. 20- is not a 

place of inactivity. 
(3) Many figures emphasize "intense 

activity." 
(4) Numerous passages emphasize this 

thought: Cf. · 
A. Mt. 7:21; 
B. Mk. 13:34; 
C. Jas. 1:23-25. 

2. Note also that we must be unashamed. 
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(1) This is closely related to being "approved." 
(2) If one's works and life has been examined 

and he stands approved before God, he 
will have no occasion to be ashamed. 

(3) How do you feel about your life and your 
works during this past week? 
A. Are you satisfied? 
B. Are you ashamed of what you did (or of 

what you did not do)? 

IV. WE·HAVE·THE OBLIGATION TO 
RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH. 
1. The American Standard reading is: 

"handling aright the· word of truth." 
2. There are various ideas and various transla

tions in this statement: 
(1) Rightly diving; 
(2) Handling aright; 
(3) Pursuing a straight course; 
(4) Going straight to the mark; 
(5) Plowing a straight row; 
(6) Cutting according to the pattern. 

3. The basic thought is clear: handle the word of 
God correctly! 

4. This includes at least the following: 
(1) We must understand the purpose of the 

Bible; 
(2) We must understand the marvelous unity 

of the Bible; 
(3) We must understand the major divisions 

of the Bible; 
(4) We must understand that God has dealt 

with man in three great systems of religion; 
(5) We must be familiar with the fifteen natural 

periods of the Bible; 
( 6) We must be careful to consider the 

context; 
(7) We must be careful to learn (and to teach) 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth; 

(8) We must be careful to apply its lessons to 
our own lives! 

CONCLUSION: 
1. W.e have sought to emphasize four great basic 

obligations set forth in ll Tim. 2:15. 
2. We have considered - · 

(1) The obligation to study; 
(2) The obligation to be approved in the sight of 

God; 
(3) The obligation to be unashamed workmen; 
(4) The obligation to rightly divide the word of 

truth. 
3. May God help us to write these obligations 

deeply upon our minds, and to be governed by 
them always. 

Route 10, Box 355 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
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In Light of the Scriptures 

ARE THE PROMISES OF 
GOD UNCONDITIONAL? 

Burton Coffman 

The kingdom of Israel, after the rebellion which 
divided it, was two kingdoms, Northern Israel and 
Southern Israel. The true kingdom was that of the 
South, actually the smaller of the two, since it had 
only two of the 12 tribes, contrasting with ten in the 
larger Northern kingdom. Despite their being the 
larger, there were a number of reasons why the 
larger kingdom could not be thought of as the true 
one. 

They were rebels against the kingdom of David; 
they officially adopted Baalism as their religion, 
repudiated the Levitical priesthood, set up golden 
images, and revelled in the licentious orgies of the 
old Canaanite pagans. Despite all this, they 
arrogantly applied the sacred title Israel to 
themselves alone. The prophet Hosea referred to the 
northern nation as "Ephraim" some 37 times, 
naming them for their largest and most ambitious 
tribe, a name we shall continue to use here. 

The Ephraimites are of significance for all 
generations of men, because they were among the 
greatest "believers" to be found in the whole history 
of the world. Nobody ever trusted any more 
completely in God's promises than did Ephraim; but 
he made the mistake of supposing them to be 
unconditional, a mistake exactly like that of people 
today who fancy that they are saved "by faith alone"! 
God had indeed promised that he would give the 

land of Canaan to the posterity of Jacob (Genesis 
30: 13-15); and Ephraim believed it completely and 
enthusiastically; and just like the Pharisees of a far 
later generation, they concluded that Canaan was 
going to be theirs, no rna tter what they did, how they 
lived, or anything else! Did it work? Ask Ephraim! 
Ephraim was operating by "faith alone". He failed 
absolutely to take into account any of God's 
demands upon the covenant community. Why 
bother with any of God's "unessential" commands? 
Ephraim knew he could not "earn" Canaan; and 
with regard to "meriting" it, he only laughed at any 
such idea. Was it not all a matter of grace and God's 
unmerited favor anyway? 

So what did Ephraim do? He violated every 
commandment God ever gave. He even took up all 
the sinful practices of the pagan, doing all of it "in 
the holy name of the Lord" (!) to be sure . The 
greatest destruction ever to fall upon a great nation 
fell upon Ephraim. God removed it utterly from the 
face of the earth forever! He is the classical example 
of what trusting in "faith only" always does. You 
say, "But that was not real faith!" To be sure, it was 
NOT; and neither is it when people presume to be 
saved without obeying the gospel, without belonging 
to the church, without taking the Lord's Supper, 
without anything else. Really, it is just their alleged 
"faith". Beware of the great heresy that destroyed 
Ephraim! 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

FIRM FOUNDATION-NOVEMBER 29, 1983 

. EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
chi ld care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/ 448-
3557. 
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NEWS R)!,LEASE 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE OFFERS 
A RENEWAL PROGRAM FOR PREACHERS 

LUBBOCK, TEXAS - Dr. Steven S. Lemley, 
president of Lubbock Christian College announced 
an exciting new program to be offered through the 
LCC department of Biblical Studies. 

It is no secret that there seems. to be a shortage of 
ugood men, to fill the full-time ministry positions in 
our brotherhood. Certainly one reason for this lack 
of qualified men is the high rate of drop-out among 
preachers today. The unique and severe pressure 
which comes from the constant need to prepare and 
deliver meaningful sermons, offer competent 
counsel to deeply troubled people, and meet the less 
important social demands of the church often 
combine to create a profound spiritual dryness. 

Lubbock Christian College will help meet the 
need that many preachers have for renewal and 
refreshment. With this revitalizing experience 
preachers should be able to return to their 
congregations with renewed life and commitment to 
extended ministry in one location. 

Applications for this one month program will be 
accepted from men who are currently in full-time 
ministry positions. The pilot program will begin in 
the summer of 1984, however, specific dates will be 
determined by interest. Features of the program 
include housing for the preacher and his family, 
library use, personal and family counseling, 
seminars and classes with LCC faculty and Lubbock 
ministers, opportunities for research and writing 
and general refilling. · 

Cost to the preacher would only be living 
expenses, such as food. Cost to churches involved 
would be to provide a month of time a way during the 
summer with pay. Churches who have employed 
ministers for several years or who have sponsored 
missionaries for several years should encourage 
these men to take this opportunity for refreshing and 
refilling the heart. 

Due to the cost and space available only a limited 
number of applicants can be accepted. Participants 
will be chosen based on a "Needs Assessment 
Inventory" which will be submitted along with an 
endorsement from the applicants' elders. 

College faculty and officials will assist the 
applicant, on request, in proposing the details of this 
program to his congregation and elders. • 

Jesse 
Powell, 
Retired 

Jesse Powell, a retired Church of 

Survivors include his wife, lnza 
Page Powell; Son, Billy Jack Powell, 
Rogers, Ark.; two daughters, Eleanor 
Collier of Fort Worth and Helen Fay 
Powell, Dallas; one brother; Wesley 
Powell, Travis; one sister, Lizzie Bell 
Tardy; of Edgewood; one grandchild 
and five great -grandchildren. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT '150 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishlngs 
$250,000 

Christ evangelist died in Northeast ~sse~_ ~A~TT!E!N!T~I~O~N~· E:!L~D~E~R~S~!SS!i~~ 
Community Hospital of Bedford, TX, Every Congregation Needs Periodic 
September 30. He was 91. "SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 

Ralph A. Casey (404) 449-1202 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
A native of New Albany, Miss., he 

had spent most of his life in Texas. He 
(665 workshops in 31 states with 
13,000 participating songleaders) 

(214) 561-5990 

married Lui a Ford in 1915 and she l!asss;ss~S&~ESS1i!ESSS!SSSSSSS:BSSSSS::s! 
passed away in 1927. He moved to 
Hurst in 1929, married Inza Page, and 
they were living at the same address 
when he died. 

He was an evangelist for 56 years 
before retiring about 11 years ago. He 
also had filled in as minister at 
churches in Irving and Handley. He 
was a member of Scotland Hills 
Church of Christ at the time of his 
death. 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty · Open t9 Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and C&talos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail. Bedford (fort Worth). Texas 76021. Phone: 817-282-3911 
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FIRM FOUNDATION BOOK SALE 
This is an end of the year sale - sale prices are limited to items IN STOCK. 

THE 1984 FIR~ FOUNDATION CATALOG WILL BE PUBLISHED SOON 
Title List Price Sale Price 
Exposition of Psalms, Leupold $16.95 $13.50 
Exposition of Isaiah, Leupold $19.95 $15.95 
Exposition of Daniel, Leupold $19.95 $15.95 
Commentary on Minor Prophets, Hailey $11.95 $9.75 
Harmony of the Gospels, Davies $6.96 $5.50 
A Popular Survey of the 0. T., Geisler $8.95 $6.95 
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, Berry $6.95 $5.50 
Nave•s Topical Bible, with. Index $14.95 $10.00 
The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Bible, Pfeiffer $4.95 $3.95 
The Shaking of Adventism, Paxton $3.95 $3.25 
Peloubet's Notes 1980-1981, Sept.-Aug. $4.95 $3.00 
Baker's Bible Atlas, Pfeiffer $15.95 $12.75 
Cruden's Concordance, Handy Reference $5.95 $4.75 
Cruden't Unabridged Concordance $17.95 $14.25 
The Gene~is Record, Morris $16.95 $13.50 
Baker's Topical Bible, Hitchcock $11.95 $9.50 
Davis Dictionary. of the Bible $18.95 $15.25 
Great Preachers of Today Some of these we only have one or two copies in stock. 
Sermons of: 
Frank Pack $11.95 $8.95 
A. C. Pullias $11.95 $8.95 
Gus Nichols $11.95 $8.95 
Jim Bill Mclnteer $11.95 $8.95 
B. C. Goodpasture $11.95 $8.95 
George W. Bailey $11.95 $8.95 
William S. Banowsky $11.95 $8.95 
M. Norvel Young $11.95 $8.95 
John H. Banister $11.95 $8.95 
Batsell Barrett Baxter $11.95 $8.95 
Sermons for Today: 
Prentice A. Meador, Jr. $13.95 $8.95 
Gary Beauchamp $13.95 $8.95 
The Faithful Father, Becton $6.95 $5.50 
Preaching to Modern Man, Pack and Meador $3.95 $2.95 
Heaven•s Window, J. D. Thomas $11.95 $9.50 
Sorrow and Joy. J.D. Thomas $7.95 $6.25 
New American Standard Concordance, Holman $34.95 $26.95 
The Eternal Kingdom, Mattox $7.50 $6.00 
The Second American Revolution, Whitehead $10.95 $7.95 
History of the Churches of Christ in Texas $3.95 $2.95 
The Picture Bible $14.95 $11.95 
Eerdman's Handbook to Christian Belief $21.95 $17.50 
The New Smith•s Bible Dictionary (paper) $8.95 $6.95 
The New Smith•s Bible Dictionary (Hard cover) $10.95 $8.95 
Winning Through Caring, Prince $3.95 $2.95 
Inside Out-Relationships With Stress $6.95 $3.50 
Real Men Enjoy Their Kids $6.95 $3.50 
Success in Marriage $2.75 $1.75 
How to Have a Happy Marriage, Mace $2.95 $1.95 
Getting Ready for Marriage, Mace $6.95 $4.95 
Riches of the Kingdom, Crowell $5.95 $4.50 
You Can Teach Creatively, Allstrom $3.50 $2.50 
Snappy Sermon Starters, Holdcraft (paper) $2.50 $1.50 
Jesus Christ Today, Lightfoot (paper) $8.95 $6.95 
Cults and Isms, Spittler (paper) $4.95 $4.25 
ALL ORDERS MUST BE CASH- NO WATTS LINE PLEASE- SEND ORDERS TO: 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 17200 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 32523 
Texas and Florida residents must add 5% sales tax . 

. Add 15% for postage and handling. 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES ) 

for Preacber.~, Teachers, J>ersonallV orkers, 
Elders and Deucom 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UDIES 
!:!900 M-'lnchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your city, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. Inst ruct ions 
free. 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. 
LITERATURE, 202 Grape St., Abil ene, Texas 
79801. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

f ""t A .. (N '-'•n•tlrp w o B I • •1" l t •l""ll.ll COftQ'e-QII~t\1 of IM 

tr\wrc..... ol c'"' ' ' • "ow rnemt. rt ~ mdol·~ •nii i iiii!Of\l 
.......... ltl •1•1•1'10 10 1\IID your IO• K ~~ - II II\.,. M.-. 
1\_.P«S • •t PI ,.,.. IPII IIUII 1 1"14 P"'J I IC:I I 1'\.MCt o l II\OUU I'WII O l 

Olr\efl d~otflnQ 11\.e Pill f l 'f'l ratrt hut Mr'ftC I I I f ... l 

S.l'ld '~'"""· (Oft'IP .. tl tOCirau, p~ an4 "' '"''"" "'111 11 1110'\. 
and tP•"h"'' c~•ltOft , ' ' t.I"'O•n arono wtiP'I 'f'OU t tlll'l\4 lftCI ad· 
.,, ••• 10 

&MIN 
WWITE'5 J'EARY ROAD 
CHU--CH OJ' CHIII:IST 

... XlOO 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE OIRECTOf!Y Of THE CON· 
CRECATIOHS Of THE CHURCHES Of CHRIST. 
TH E ON LY WOfllOWIOE DIRECTORY Of 
CHURCHES Of CHRIST IN Pllllfl. 

N" and compl:t t• tr r .... i~otd for 198J. th is .ctition 
of ~~• Tl\e S.inti Meet Is the r•suft ct 1 ptiiiS• 
t1lu nc • ffort to tM.Iikl • O~rectOt)' ol C"'-'rtl'tes of 
Ch111t '" t he Un•t-=1 Statu • nd Canad., With a 
r• plt Nnf.ltl"t l• st of tof\JrtC.ahons a round tM wortd. Aho ..nc.luct.d are k1tin(s 
fOf h~tll lr11 toi~JU and VNW1t.l11«1. bibte colletu l nd OIMr d9J IM JntltM'I( 
K Pioofs ol r•haion. K~l of pt"eKI'unl. • nd c:tuld ur• and w nior Cihun U rt 
IKthtiu lflt'"' UM td SlJUI. 

A • t• thheal •vtnf'IUry 11 provdtd wrth Itt. numtt.r of con.cr«cat ionl aftd 
oK1MI'Mtl'lbtn ., uc:h ltlta. 

In t he U.S. COI'll fl lolhon.s 11'1 1lptul~ht:ll ord• r 1 11 hsttd by l lllu, and 
•nfOftNt.on on parhcu~t «H\&recaticNII fu tvru wc.h as tor••cn a.ni'IJCI 
MfYJ(.U ara 1ndud~. 

Con ..... nfetlt IOf Chflt!Lans who tr1wl lind in'tiMb&e to rnry church offiCI 
u a aourc• tor lddt•u• s lfrth ' '" c.odc • of 1 11 c.tlurthu • 

fi lM FOUNDATION PUILISH ING HOUSI '.o. .ox 1 10 AUi n.._ n ,., .., 

THE FI NEST IN NON-I NSTRUMENTAL RELIGIOUS MUSIC 
Announcing A New Release WHEN AL.L OF GOD'S SINGERS GET HOME (A Capella) 

Where The Soul Never Dies; I Won't Have To Cross jordan Alone; Won't It Be Wonderful There; just A Closer 
Walk With Thee; No Tears In Heaven; The Old Rugged Cross; God's Family; I'll M eet You In The Morning; jesus 
Knows and Cares; Crossing The Bar; Paradise Valley. 

HIS IMAGE SINGERS 
Larry Stewart, M ary Tucker, Debbie 
Combest. Melody jennings, Morris 
Webb, Judy Stewart, Deryl House, Terry 
Dutton, and Tommy Stewart, D irector. 
All worship at Central Church of Ch rist, 
Tulia, Texas. 
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Record 8-Track Cassette Unit Price Price 
Sing To Me of Heaven $7.00 
Victory In Jesus $7.00 
Go With God $7.00 

In The Image of God $7.00 

Sing Me A Song About jesus $7.00 

•when A ll of God's 
Singers Get Home $7.00 

add $1.25 single, add 25¢ for each additional item 

Postage and Handling _____ _ 

TOTAL---- --

Name _ ___________________ _ 

Street o r Box ----------------------------------

City, State, Zip _______________ _ 

His Image Singers 
Box 205 
Tu lia, Texas 79088 

Phone O rders 
(806) 995-4334 or 995-2561 
(No collect calls, p lease) 

Payment Required Prior to Delivery. 
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Florida School of Preaching 
1807 South Florida Avenue; Lakeland, Florida 33803; 813-683-4043 

NINTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP - January 16-19, 1984 
THEME: "FOUNDATIONS" 

Monday, January 16 
9:00 "The Role of Father"; John Waddey 
9:45 "Ancient Landmarks"; Winfred Clark 
10:45 "Can We Understand the Bible Alike"; Bernard McKeiver 
11:30 LUNCH 

Wednesday, January 18: 
9:00 ''Bible Doctrine of Inspiration"; Robert Taylor 
9:45 ''Ancient Landmarks"; Winfred Clark 
10:45 ''Respect for Authority"; Paul Tucker 
11:30 LUNCH 

1:30 "Foundations of Fellowship"; Wayne Coats 
2:30 ''Respect for God's Word"; Roben Taylor 
3:30 ''Importance of Indoctrination"; Wendell Winkler 
7:00 "Does God Mean What He Says'?"; Joe Lee 

1:30 ''Homosexuality"~ Dale Spung 
2:30 ''Theological Theories that ·Destroy the Foundations"; Jim Waldron 
3:30 ''Importance of Indoctrination"; Wendell Winkler 

7:45 "The Effect of Evolution on the Home, Church and Nation"; 
7:00 ''Foundational Preaching"; John Waddey 
7:45 ''The Church: Has It Forgottc:n Its Mission''; Pat McGee 
Thu~ay, January 19: Bert Thompson 

Tuesday, January 17: 
9:00 "The Role of Mother"; John Waddey 

9:00 "Respect for Human Life"; John Waddey 
9:45 "Things that Never Change"; Leslie Bland 
10:45 "Restoration Foundations"; Paul Tucker 
11:30 LUNCH 

9:45 "Ancient Landmarks"; Winfred Clark 
10:45 "Grace, Law and Works"; Robert Taylor 
11:30 LUNCH 
1:30 "There is One Body"; Jim Coviello 

1:30 "Strong Drink Destroys Foundations"; A. L. Parr 
2:30 "Dealing with Personal Sin"; Wade Johnson 

2:30 "The Bible. Science and the Age of the Earth"; Bert Thompson 
3:30 "Importance of Indoctrination"; Wendell Winkler 

3:30 "Are Non-Christians Lost'!"; Pat McGc:e 
7:00 "Dancing and Immodesty"; Charlc:s Richardson 

7:00 "Baptism and Salvation"; John Terrell 7:45 "Crumbling Foundations of the Home"; Jim Waldron 
7:45 "Immorality and Its Consequences"; Wendell Winkler 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Decfuctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 
(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 
$137.59 

. $ 52.89 

PLAN #503 
$500.00 

$130.51 
$ 50.21 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817 /947·5403 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or call for det1i11. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-NOVEMBER 29, 1983 

P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 /496·4888 
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HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30 a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 

4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counsel. 

All of this and"morefor a onetime enrollment charge of $50 and a low monthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock. Texas 79401 

Telephone 
(806) 744-3485 

THE CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST 

Giant 1 V2" x 12" 
3 piece binding 

produced by 
College f'ress 

529.95 

-

+ 
+ 
+ 

THE 
CHRISTIAN 
BAPTIST +. 

Alexander Campbell's 
First Periodical 

Issued Monthly 1823 to 1830 

Regular Price After 
November 1983 

If Ordered Before 
November 1, 1983 

Only 

+ 
+ 
+ 

• Seven volwnes in one 
• Features Campbell's first and finest studies in the 

Bitle as he attempted to find the Ancient order of 
things! 

• This valuable book has not been available for over 
140 years. 

• Enlarged readable type on fine quality paper. 
• Over 700 pages including extensive index and 

introduction. 
• Every minister should own a copy. Every church 

of the Restoration heritage should have a copy in 
its library. 

J'firm Jlfounbntio n lfl~b lisqing !louse, ~nr .... 

P. 0 . Box 610, Austin, TX 78767; 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

+ 524.95 L___ 

r---------------------------
1 YES, Send me THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST I 0 Please send me THE CHR ISTIAN BAPTIST postpaid, as soon 

1 as it is published (Dec. 1). Enclosed is full payment of S24.9S 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0 Please reserve my copy of THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST and 

send it to me when it is published. I will then be billed for 

S29.9S plus mailing. 

Call Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

1 Name ________________________________ ___ 

: Address ---------------------------------

1 
! Signature 

FIRM FOUNDATION- NOVEMBER 29, 1983 



c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 2700 
DeBm Rd .. 99S08. Will contact " ''•lives or friends in Alaska. 
Glenn R.Jndolph or Pat McM•h•n. Phone 272-7S83 o r S63-7427. 
ATT'N MILITARY - UPlOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." 51. Sunday 9:30 & t0:30and 6:00 
P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Cilli883-25SO or W. P. Jo lly, Min. 79!;-2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Ye~ Curriculum - 3,168 Cl.usroom hours 
Preuhing - Personal hangeli.sm - Missions 

Complele Program for Wi\les ,;and Teachers 
Cont•ct: W•rren Wilco•, Director 303-986-5800, 2707 S. Lamar 

St., Denver, CO 80227. 
Bollview Church of Christ 

4850 S.ufley Ro•d 
Pens•col•, Florid• 32506 

Phone 45!;-7595 
Sunday Bible sludy 9:00A.M., Worship· 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
WednH<Iay Bible study 7:00P.M., Mn R. Mille r, Ev•ngelisl. 

Bellview Preacher Training School 
4850 S.ufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 9()4-453-3426 

Full 2 yeor p rogram, V.A. approved, Ma. R. Miller, Direclor. 
BREWER, MAINE- 241 Center Sl., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday classes, 
10: IS; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-98~2539, or 866-4383. Visitors 
Welcome. Wnte aboul newcomers lo the GREA lER BANGOR 
AREA. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
belw..,n Exit 3 •nd 4 on Bonham Ro•d. Sund•y 10:00 A.M. • nd 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesd•y 7:30P.M. Phone 1-703·66~1896, Kennelh 
Ch•m~rs.. Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memori• l Pky. 

Huntsville, Al•b•m• 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sund•y: Sible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesd•y Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wordlaw, 
Eungelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 K•ly Freeway (1-10 Wesl) 

Houston, Tex~s 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sund•y: Bible Sludr. 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesd•y Soble Sludy 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, Ev•ngelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndi•n•polis, lndi•na 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Sludy 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M .. Wednesd•y Bible Sludy 7:45P.M. fred D•vis, Ev•ngelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE. N.Y. 
w~ will contt~ct your relt~tives ~d friends. Church meets .11 112 
Monlgomery Sl. Zip 12601. Or cilll Tom T.rbet (914) 462-()467. 

METRO·DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Log•n 303-78~4749 

Mu B.rtee, Ev.1ngelist 
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

8900 M•nchaco Ro•d 
Austin, Teus 7874S 

Jerry Moffitt, Director 
Write for Ctlt.llog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING cou rses by 
Correspondence. Progrt~mmed liipes with wrilten mt~lerilll t~nd 
tt<SIS.. Also you mily join our Tti~A·Month Club t~nd receive 
speci.l lessons on mt~ny subjects. for Free lnform~:tion wrile: 
Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 271h Sl., lubbock, TX 79411. 
YUMA. ARIZ .. 651 W . 28th St. Sunday- 10, 11 •.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Ph. 344-3750. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Campus Minister. B.A. or M.A. Responsib~ for evt~ne;elism 
progr•m on umpus of Uni11ersity of Arlc.anu.s •t Monticello. 
So~l.ry commensur.te with qut~lifico~tion s. Send res~me, 
lranscripl, •nd 3 letlers of re ference to Dr. T. Benlly Wogley, 
Ch•irm•n, Se.trch Commillee, MonticeUo Church o' Christ, P. 
0. Bo• 48S, MonliceUo, AR 71655. Posilion •v•il•ble Nov. 1 or 
unbl ~ult~~ •ppliu nt founc:l For .ddition•l in,o rm•tion ull 
~I) 367-3919 (d•y) o r (501) 367-9640 (night). 
PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Mililary 
Con~rf>S.ilton, in Wiestwden, Germo~ny, s.reks pr~4lcher. Ter~s: 
M.iurtd, both ~trong in pnson•l work. 3 ye.u contr•ct. pMh•l 
support m•y bt required. Send resume, f•mily picture •nd 
!o('rmon/l•swn cossettes lo: Ron Coslen, PSC Box 4652. APO New 
York 0963). 
pfifAC'H{R NEEDED : Small congregation of 50 S<'eking 
relirf'<i semi-retired or un work put time. We cin pro~ide some 
~uppor't. Plu~ ~nd re-sunw to Church of Christ, P. 0. Bo.a 67, 

Buck~e.AZ8~S3~~~~~~~--~~--~~~~~--~~ 
PREACHE.R WANTED: The Cenlul Church of Christ is S<'eking 
.a m.alurt- •nd tound gospel preicher. Must be qu•lified ind 
C"\p~riC"nced in pulpit •nd peuon.al work. POiitions •v•il•ble 
.aiiC"t J.anu.ary 1. 198-&. St>nd resume, references, ul.,y needs. •nd 
t•ped ..,rmon• to Central Church of Christ, 1320 S. Church Sl. , 
VO.alia, CA ~3277. No telephone cillh plu..,. 
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We need I he he lp of a fully supporled Evongeli!l. We are forly 
souls meeting in ,, 90'~, finished building. Plc.1se send r~urne to : 
Nikiski Church of Chrisl, P. 0. Bo• 7120 NRU, KcnJ i, AK 9'!6 11. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
M•ture, hard-working individu.al.and family counsellor .lV.Jil.tble 
immedi•tely 10 work with congregibon or Chrisliin •gency. 
Trained in ministry with B.A. in Bible from OCC .md completing 
Theses on fo~mily problems and how to de• l with for MSW. 
Experienced in working with young people .Jnd their families 
involving all in Christi.an Jclivities. Four yeo1rs experience in 
working with families in crises including foster c.ue and 
~doptions. Very sound in scriptures. Age 29, married with two 
children. Phone (414) 887- 1340; Donald liale, 419 De Oark Slreel, 
Beaver Dam, WI S39 16. 
MAlUR£ PREA CiiER AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Not currently 
preaching. Richard Norm.Jn, 1910 Deep Valley Or., Rich .:uds on, 
lX 75080, 214/234-2952. 
PREACHER AVAILABLE: College degree, t5yeorse•perience, 
guod references, ready to serve. Wilford MoyerS (817) 732-71 5 t 
nighls (817) 246-066S. 

FOR SALE 
ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDER? Who troins 
deacon~ to servef How do elders Jearn to leach o~nd h~o~d? We 
train them by correspondence. Over 1200 have enrolled s ince 
197&. Sound doctrine. Only cost is 58 textbook. Wrilt! Southern 
Calil. School of Evange lism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Po~r·k, CA 
90620. 

ON MARR IAGE AND DIVORCE 
U.1lcs position explained o~nd denied 

S5.70 tolal 
Jerry Moffill 

8900 Manchau Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

The Caso For The Christian Policeman 
lerry M. Highlower 
S5.00 • 89< postage 

P. 0. Bo• 659, Sebaslian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOM E FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other lyf"' e mploye<'< such as, 
SOCIAL SERV I CES. SECRETARIAL , RELIEF 
HOUS EPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS . 
HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS 
HOUSEPAKENTS. MEN APP LICANTS SHOULD POSSESS SKILLS 
IN MAINTENANCE, MOlOR MECHANICS, CAMPUS 
BEAUliFICAliON, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, OTHER THAN 
HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY 
EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF SETTING UP AND FOOD 
PR EPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP FUNCT IONS, 
BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND MAILROOM SERVICES. 
PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 58~7725 (d•y) 
or 589-2236 (night/w..,kends), or write lo Roule 16, Bo• 75, 
Medina, lX 78005. 
BUS WANTED - 66 possenger. Prefer donaled and in good 
sh•pe. Call collecl 208-733-7805 Church of Christ, Twin Fillls, 
Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 
Christian family (husband • cducJtional adrninislrJtion, wife • 
registered nunc) seeking other Christians to in~cst with us in 
de~elopment o! a rurJI community c~ncept of e lderly c~re 
pro~iding hous1ng, food, laundry. socral suppo rt. contmutng 
he.1Uh care .1nd meom ingful activities in a Christian environment. 
Those interested in providing fin ancial assist.ancc to th is 
ende.avor please contact: Cecil Dunn, Do• 336, Dove C reek, 
Coloudo 81324 - Phone 303-677-2887. Det•iled pl•ns •nd 
references pro vid(."<f upon request. 
Christian hmily Services of ko~nsas, Inc., desires to interv iew 
ChrisH• ns for the posi tion of caseworker. BSW required. We .ue 
a dyno~mic, progressiwe .agency under the Overland Park C hurch 
of Christ Bde:u, servins the K.1nso~s City metropolit.mo~ re.J. Please 
send resume to C hrislloln hmily Serv rccs. Post Office 8011: 12687, 
Overl•nd Pork, KS 66212. or call Jim lrolle< (913) 383-2456. 
FREE! Small congregation in mission fi eld needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40·50 on Wednl-s<Lty nights. Want 
to do mission world Conl•ct Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, 
KS 66S34 or c•ll 913-284-2022 or 402-85!;-4375. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christi.an with wide range of t ll)erience 
with congreg.JUOru (both with <1!'~ withou_t ~lders. .and as. an 
~der himscU) h .H developed a mm1stry to .ud m the restor..tlron 
of New Test•ment church order. Practical .Jnd sensible ideo1s 
deeply roo ted in God's word .1.re btoughtto be.u upon the local 
congreg.11ion o~nd her or~.lniti tion, unity, .and work. 

for more information mcluding resume write o r co~ II Ch•rles 
Graham, Bo• 1985, Richordson , TX 7S080. Tel. (214) 369-436 1. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utc\h has ~orne 75 good song 
books which hne bee n used but a re in good condition. We wish 
to m.akc I hem .sv.1ilo1ble to some mission congregation o r camp 
which might bt" o~ble to use t hem. They .are free e•ccpl for the 
cost of postJge to deli~cr them. Contc\Ct: Eilrl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Chriu, P. 0. Do• 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

How many ro liqious periodicals do vou subscribe to7 

IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT lo finish my 
last yeu at the BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL. for 
more- inform.-lion w rite : 
Dan Huddleston 
465-t Poinciand Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32506 
(904) 4S3-3426 
INVESTIGATE! The Firm foundation tries to screen .ulvt•rlising, 
and will no I knowin~,ly take questionable oldvcrtis ing. But it is the 
reo1der's r(.-sponsibi l1ty to investig~tc. Like any other po1per, we 
sometimes unwittingly run .tn unworthy ad. As the o ld nying 
goes, befC're you in~es t, investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. Subscribe 
lor your friends and gel your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum fiv e subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregalion 
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MISSION MINDED CONGREGATION NEEDED 
Nt"ed .1 congreg•tion or congregations to o~Ssume 

bond prog,.m on S year old building. locatlod on 
200'•300' 1ot on Highw•y 43, South, known .os Soulhside 
Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL. 
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While, jackson, Al, 20S-246-9224. 

RELIGIOUS BOO KS BOUGHT, especially oldl'f Brolherhood 
and any Debates. W•ync Stephens, Bo• 285, Shawnee , OK 74801. 

Supporting Congregation Needed- We Jre looking 
for a church int l"fl"Sled in doing mission work in 
Asheville, N.C. Co1ll or write Westside Church o f Christ, 
P. 0. Box 16337, Ashevile, N.C. 28816 o• call (704) 254-
0260. 

lRUL Y GREAT MISSION OPPORTUNilY forsm•ll congregalion. 
Vital, he<~~lthy older missionary needs your support in South 
Africa. Thirly years of full-time ser~ice in Cape Town. Nalive 
Sooth African. Wcll~known. Enormously respected. Great 
communicator with supporters. Multi·lingu 01 l. Be sole 
supporting and sponsoring congregation for S600 p / month. 
Present sponsoring church beginning challenging new work in 
Soulh America. (713) 255-2600 or 351-444S. 
WE REBIND CHER ISHED BIBLES -write for free leather 
samples and prite·s. Bible Bindery, Bo• 2485, Abilene, Tex.as 
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Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 

Do you want to study w ith sound, 
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missionaries? 

Do you want an education that . is 
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Bible College 
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Kc>sciusko. Mississippi 39"090 
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ANNOUNCING 

1984 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
~l~~MA cANAL cRuisE Arranged by Fowler Tours 
Jan. 11-20, 1984 
Visiting Acapulco, Costa Rica.rBalboa 
(Panama City), Panama Canal , 
Colombia, Aruba, Curacao 
Escorted by George and Ela Beth Bailey 
and Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(222) 
SOUTH AMERICA 
March 24-Aprll 13, 1984 
Visiting Colombia, Brazil, Argentina. 
Peru, Ecuador and the Galapalos lslan'~s 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(216) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
April 4-19, 1984 
Visiting Israel, Egypt and Athens 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 

(225) 
OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 
Presents 
HOLY LAND, EGYPT AND ATHENS 
April 21-May 2, 1984 

(226) 
ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Presents 
SPRINGTIME IN THE ALPS 
May 19-27, 1984 
Including the OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 

(227) 
INDEPTH HOLY LAND STUDY 
TOUR 
June 1-14, 1984 
Escorted by Dr. B. J. Humble 

(240) 
SCANDINAVIAN 
WONDERLANDS 
June 4-18 
Visiting Norway, Sweden, Denmark 
Escorted by Dr. Joe D. Schubert. 
Center for Church Growth, Houston 

(228) 
LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 
Presents 
THE BRITISH ISLES 
June 10-23, 1984 
Including 
ENGLAND, WALES AND SCOTLAND 

(229) 
HOLY LAND AND 
OBERAMMERGAU 
June 10-22, 1984 
Including the World Famous Passion 
Play 
Escorted by Harold Taylor and Thomas 
Campbell 

--------CLIP & MAIL FOR FREE BROCHURES ----=---or 
FOWLER TOURS 
13101 PRESTON RD. , SU ITE 411 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75240 

CIRCLE BROCHURE DESIRED (FREE) 

220 222 216 225 226 227 228 229 207 230 231 232 208 233 234 217 240 

NAM~-------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________________________________ __ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP------------------ --

(207) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
June 10-21, 1984 
Featuring Israel, Egypt and Rome 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 

(230) 
THE BEST OF THE ORIENT 
June 11-19, 1984 
Visiting People's Republic of China, 
Japan and Hong Kong 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(231) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 
ENCHANTED ISLES OF 
HAWAII 
June 20-30, 1984 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii. Maui 
Escorted by Ralph and Margaret Casey 

(232) 
BLUE DANUBE LECTURESHIP 
July 13-28, 1984 
Visiting England, France, Switzerland, 
Austria. Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
Escorted by Wi ll Goodheer and Other 
Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(208) 
HEART OF EUROPE TOUR 
July 13-26, 1984 
Visiting Holland, Germany, Austria, 
Lichtenstein, Switzerland, France and 
England. Includes the Oberammergau 
Passion Play 

(233) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL 
ALASKA 
July 31-Aug. 10, 1984 
Visiting Seattle, Anchorage, 
McKinley Park, Fairbanks, 
Whitehorse plus 4 Day Inside 
Passage Cruise 
Escorted by Ralph Casey 
(234) 
THE WONDERS OF INDIA, 
KASHMIR, SRI LANKA AND 
NEPAL 
Oct. 4-24, 1984 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(217) 
NINTH ANNUAL 
HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
Nov. 3-18, 1984 
Visiting Israel, Egypt and Athens 
Hosted by Several Well-Known Tour 
Hosts 
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EN ARE WE TO FORGWE 
HOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US? 

Alstone L. Tabor 

A Christian must have a forgiving spirit. "Forgiue, and 
ye shall be forgiuen" is the law of Christ and no follower 
of Jesus has the right to set it aside. We, however, must 
accept all that Christ taught on this. Our Lord stipulates 
that forgiveness is conditional. " .. .if thy brother sin, 
rebuke him; and if he repent forgiue him" (Lk. 17 :3). One 
respected commentator affirms, " ... it is the Christian's 
duty to forgive , all men without regard to their 
repentance." In Luke 17:3 Christ requires forgiveness on 
the condition that the offender repents. 

W. E. Vine comments on this subject thus, "Human 
forgiveness is to be strictly analogous to Divine 
forgiveness, e.g., Matt. 6:12. H certain conditions are 
fulfilled, there is no limitation to Christ's law of 
forgiveness, Matt. 18:21, 22. The conditions are 
repentance and confession, Matt. 18:15-17; Lk. 17:3." 
Mr. Vine clearly concludes that Christ's law of 
forgiveness is conditional. "The conditions are 
repentance and confession." He thus recognizes a 
principal that must be respected by all who will follow 
Jesus, namely, that we must accept all of inspiration on 
any subject. We insist that salvation by faith does not 
exclude obedience to the command, also given by Jesus, 
to be baptized (Mk. 16: 16). Both Jno. 3:16 a~ Mk. 16:16 
are inspired and must be accepted. Likewise we must 
accept the teaching of Jesus in Lk. 17:3 when he requires 
repentance on the part of the offender before we are to 
forgive him. To demand or expect forgiveness to be 
extended to the offender without repentance is 
certainly more than Christ requires. The view that 
requires forgiveness without repentance demands a 
greater spirit of forgiveness on the part of the Christian 
than Christ himself exercises. Christ clearly taught, 
"Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish" (Lk~ 13:3). 

There is a distinct difference in having the forgiving 

spirit and the act of forgiving itself. Christ is the supreme 
example of ca forgiving spirit but he clearly demands 
repentance before he forgives. Christians must possess 

"The view that requires 
forgiveness without 

repentance demands a greater 
spirit of forgiveness on the 
·part of the Christian than 
Christ himself exercises" 

a forgiving spirit but are required to forgive only after the 
offender repents. See Lk. 17:3, 4 and Matt. 18:15-17.1f 
Christ demands forgiveness without repentance it would 
be 'interesting to hear why the unrepentant offender is to 
be brought ·before the church and why, if he remains 
unrepentant, he is to be treated as a heathen man and a 
publican. If he is already forgiven, then how can you 
press the charges before the church? 

Brother E. G. Sewell was asked: "Does not the Bible 
teach us to forgive our enemies whether they repent and 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Editorial ... 

WEASEL WORDS 
The New York Times EVERYDAY DICTIONARY says that "weasel words" 

are "evasive or meaningless expressions." The phrase is use9 to describe what 
many think to be a softer and safer speech. Weasel words are constantly used to 
cover up and avoid reality. 

Jules Feiffer, a culture cartoonist wrote, "I used to thiQk I was poor. Then they 
told me I was not poor but needy. Then they told me it was self-defeating to think 
of myself as needy; I was deprived. Then they told me underprivileged was 
overused. I was disadvantaged. I still don't have a dime, but I have a great 
vocabulary." Feiffer has humorously described the victim of a "weasel-worder. '' 
It may be "softer, safer" speech but it is also·du.mb speech. 

l: . 
The idea of ••weasel words" is not new. Theodore Roosevelt was fond of 

tossing about the phrase ••weasel words'' to describe vacuous speech. And the use 
of such speech has grown through the years. We may not like to admit it but, 
professional euphemists and weasel-worders run various parts of the world and 
order the way many of us think and live. 

Today, under the influence of weasel-worders, lumber and paper companies 
"manage forests." You don't hear much of "cutting timber." That has a negative 
reaction on certain people. Weasel-worders sell clothes and trinkets out of 
"boutiques," instead of stores. They open ••auto service centers" rather than 
••garages" and "lubricate" instead of ••grease" automobiles in .. lubritoriums" in 
place of ••grease pits~'' Today you get "directory assistance" from the telephone 
company instead of ••information." "Morticians" or "undertakers" are now 
••funeral directors," and we have recently heard a ••funeral" for "the dearly 
departed" referred to as "grief therapy." Weasel-worders insist that you will 
think more highly of an automobile if it is "previously owned" rather than 
"used." No longer do cities have "garbage dumps:" they have .. sanitary land 
fills." "Janitors" are now referred to as "sanitation engineers" and "yard 
workers" advertise their services under "landscape artists." "Prisons" are today 
known as .. correctional institutions." "Mercy killing" is carefully referred to as 
"euthanasia." The Saturday Review said that .. vandalism" is known among 
today's youth as "sou·venir hunting." And who could forget the former Secretary 
of Agriculture, Orville Freeman, when he spoke of "concessional exports" and 
we learned that he was talking about .. exports of grain and wheat to countries 
that didn't pay their bills." Other of our argicultural experts decided that milk 
would be more acceptable to the city housewife if she thought of it as coming 
from "milking parlors" instead of"barns." On a recent television news program 
we learned that "leprosy" (a disease that dates back at least as far as Moses) 
should be called .. Hansen's disease" after the doctor who "discovered" it. 

It is humorous to think that we would fall prey to such senseless exercises of 
futility. After all, ••garbage dumps" are still garbage dumps and the smell is just 
as offensive no matter what they are called. "Funeral directors" and ••grief 
therapy" for the "dearly departed" doesn't change the fact that a loved one or 
friend is "dead." Perhaps one of America's problems is that too many of us live in 
a make-believe world. 

WEASEL WORDS IN RELIGION 

The religious world is not immune to the "weasel word" influence. 
"Drunkenness" is often called a "sickness." When a man and woman live 
together without being married, it is not called "adultery." Instead we hear of 
.. modern live-in arrangements." "Premarital sex" among the young people has 
long been called the .. new morality." On every hand the search has been 
thorough to find some type of smooth word to take the place of words like "sin, 
error, wrong, lost, etc."The time was when the sins of Romans 1:27 were referred 
to as "sodomy" or "homosexuality," but today such words are frowned on and 
instead we hear of"gay, gay life style, gay community and gay liberation."Such 
reminds us of Isaiah 5:20, "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil: that 

FIRM FOUNDATION-DECEMBER 6,1983 



put darkness for light, and /ightfordarkness;thatput biller for 
sweet, and sweet for biller." It further reminds us of Isaiah 
30: I 0, " ... Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us 
smooth things, prophesy deceits." We used to speak of 
"widows, widowers" and ''divorcees," but today we speak of 
"singles again." Such a listing of religious, weasel words is 
almost endless (one weasel word dictionary is over 800 pages 
long), but these should serve to suggest that we are susceptible 
to the speech of the euphemist. 

A few years ago I heard a "weasel-worder" preach. Toward 
the end of the lesson he said, "If you don't obey the gospel, 
when you die you will go to hades." After services I asked him 
what he meant by such a statement, for I understood that all 
men went to hades when they died. He said that I was right and 
that he was really talking about "hell" but he hated to use that 
word in the presence of children. I couldn't help but wonder 
"How will we keep our children and others from going to a 
place that we won't even mention?" We need to boldly preach 
on the beauty and wonders of heaven and the horror of hell so 
that everyone will desire the one and despise the other. 

Some weasel words are efforts to varnish over reality and are 
designed to help people live in a make-believe world. Some may 
be amusing. Others may be very reflective of the people using 
them. Some are used to camouflage facts. Remember the usage 
of "concessional exports''? Other weasel words rna y be a strong 
attempt to "white-wash" sin. There are many uses of weasel 
words and our purpose here is not to even begin to name them. 

Somehow it just doesn't seem all that bad to buy a "used" 
automobile and "grease" it when you get it home. It doesn't 
seem unacceptable to carry your "garbage" to the "dump" nor 
does it seem to be repulsive for a cow to be milked in a "barn." 
But to understand that "drunkenness" is ·a "disease" isn't in 
harmony with scripture. "Adultery" is sin and so is "pre-marital 
sex." U nforgiven, these sins, along with a multitude of others, 
will cause one to be lost forever in a devil's hell. 
"Homosexuality" is as disgusting today as it was when 
inspiration wrote Romans 1:27. We may play games with 
weasel words, but let us be careful to not let their usc! cause us to 
"overlook" sin. When it comes to sin we must be honest and 
realistic and use words that stir us up instead of words that 
seem smooth and safe. • 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

~~FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN 
TO TIMOTHY" 

(I TIMOTHY 5:17-25) 

Gilbert Gough 

I Timothy 5 is a chapter of instructions for Timothy 
from the apostle P~ul. Verses 1-16 are Paul's instructions 
to Timothy concerning the welfare of widows. The 
remaining verses of this chapter are a continuation of 
instructions for the young preacher. 

Timothy is instructed in verses 17-20 of his duties to 
elders of the church. "Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, especially they who 
labor in the word and doctrine. For the scripture saith, 
'Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out thecor.,n.' 
and ·The laborer is worthy of his reward.' Against an 
elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others 
also may fear. " 

When elders fulfill their obligations as overseers of the 
church of God, they have '·ruled well." They rule well 
when they protect the church from ••grievous wolves" 
who are false teachers (Acts 20:29; Titus 1:9-14). They 
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rule well when they "feed the church of God" the spiritual 
food they need, namely the Bible (Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:2). 
They rule well when they provide effective leadership 
(Hebrews 13: 17). They rule well when they set the right 
example before their flock (I Peter 5:3). 

If elders do "rule well," then they are "worthy of double 
honor." They deserve the great respect and esteem that 
the church can give. Why shouldn't they? It is a difficult 
but rewarding task to "rule well" in teaching, in setting 
the right example, and in protecting the church. They 
oftentimes have to lead God's people who are contrary 
and who do not want to follow their leadership. They 
hear cries, complaints, and troubles of the church, the 
world, and the families. They desire to help when they 
can. They love God's flock. They need all the 
encouragement that the church can give. 

These elders who "rule well" work within the scope of 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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"Further Instructions Given To Timothy" 
(Contin:ued from Page 3) 

"the word and doctrine." They do only what God has 
authorized them to do, and they teach the church what it 
must do. They will not go beyond the teaching of God, 
nor will they fall short of it. They strive to live in harmony 
with God's word and doctrine. 

Paul says elders are worthy of wages. He points this 
fact out by quoting Deuteronomy 25:4. As the ox is to be 
allowed to eat freely of the corn he is treading, so elders 
are to be allowed to receive wages for their work as an 
elder. Leviticus 19:13, quoted by Paul, clearly 
demonstrates that elders can be wage earners of the 
Lord's treasury because the elders Ia bor for the Lord, and 
he "is worthy of his reward." Herein lies the authority to 
pay elders when it is expedient. 

Elders receive much criticism. Some of it is justified 
and some is not. When the criticism is justified, Paul gives 
instructions on what to do. An accusation should only be 
brought to an elder's attention when the accuser has "two 
of three witnesses." When the accusation has been 
verified by the witnesses, then the elder, as in the case of 
any Christian, is to be "rebuked before all." The purpose 
for this action is clear -''that others may fear." 

If the criticism is not justified, one should keep his 
mouth closed! If the accuser cannot find witnesses, he 
should not pursue it any longer. This instruction is to 
protect elders from unjustified criticism. 

Timothy is also instructed concerning his own 
behayior in verses 21-23. "/charge thee before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou 
observe these things without preferring one before 
another, doing nothing by partiality. Lay hands suddenly 
on no man, neither be partaker of other men~ sins: keep 
thyself pure. Drink no longer water, but use a little wine 
for thy stomach~ sake and thine often infirmities. " 

Paul gives a great "charge" to Timothy with the 
majesties of heaven as his witnesses. Timothy is not to 
show favoritism among the brethren. Nothing Timothy 
does in the work of the Lord should be done with 
"partiality." This attitude will cause division. As God is 
not a respecter of persons, neither should Timothy be. In 
Christ all men should be treated equally. 

Timothy is not to give endorsement to any man with
out being cautious. To endorse a man by the laying on of 
hands for the purpose of doing any work of the church 
should be done in light of the man's life. Is the man a 
brother in Christ who is not living in harmony with the 
word of God? Is the man a brother in Christ who is not 
able to fulfill the responsibility? Timothy should exercise 
great caution in appointing a person to do the will of 
God. 
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Timothy is to live a life of purity. He is not to sin and 
violate the will of God. He is not to be a partner to other 
people's sins. Timothy must remember that " ... evil 
communications corrupt good manners" (I Corinthians 
15:33). 

Timothy is instructed not to drink water but to drink 
some wine. The purpose is clear. It is not for "social 
drinking" purposes but for his "stomach's sake" and his 
"often infirmities." It took apostolic authority to cause 
Timothy to drink the wine for medicinal purposes. Paul is 
admonishing Timothy to take care of himself. 

Timothy now is instructed concerning the publicized 
and secret sins and the publicized and secret good works 
of men. "Some men~ sins are open beforehand, going 
before. to judgment; and some men they follow after. 
Likewise also the good works of some are manifest 
beforehand,· and they that are otherwise cannot be hid. " 

Some men do not care if his fellow man sees their sins. 
They live as if it does not matter who sees them 
commiting sin. They make no effort to conceal their sins. 
This sinner lives a life of an open book. Yet, there are 
other men, likewise in sin, who hide their sins. They want 
to keep their iniquities in secret. The consequences of 
both types will be the same. They both will go into 
judgment with the burden of sin. 

On the other hand, there are_ some men who do good 
works, and everyone knows of these good works. By virtue 
of the kind of good works they do, it cannot be helped but 
to be seen. Their good works are revealed because the 
works are open for viewing. Some men who do good 
works, however, have hidden them. Not that they 
purposely have hidden them from other's view, but the 
nature of the good work did not lead to any kind of 
publicity. In either case, all good works will be revealed. 

This instruction to Timothy is good for all Christians. 
God's people need to honor and respect the elders of the 
church and criticize them only when absolutely 
necessary. God's people need to love all men and not to 
show favoritism. God's people need to be cautious about 
who is placed into vital works of the church. God's people 
need to abstain from other men's sins and do a mountain 
of good works for the Lord. 

P. 0. Box 665 
Dresden, Tennessee 38225 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

• 
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When Are We To Forgive Those Who Sin 
Against lJs? 
(Continued from Paqe 1) 

ask forgiveness or not? I heard a preacher of the gospel 
say there are no passages in the Bible where anyone ever 
forgave another unless he repented. I say we must 
forgive whether they repent and ask our forgiveness or 
not." Brother Sewell's answer was: "Here is a passage 
that settles this question: 'Take heed to yourselves; if thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to 
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him' (Lk. 17:3, 4). 
There are two sides to this question. If one does us a 
wrong, it is our duty to tell him of his wrong, and thus 
rebuke him for his wrong. Then if he repents, we must 
forgive him; but if he will not repent, he is not worthy of 
forgiveness. But we have no right to hold malice against 
him, nor to in any way take vengeance upon him. But we 
can follow the rule in another passage, which is to take 

one or two with us; and if he refuses to hear them, we can 
bring it before the church; and if he refuses to hear the 
church, then let him be as a heathen or a publican - that 
is, let the church withdraw from him and leave him with 
other sinners. That may cause him to repent. If not, the 
Lord will attend to his case in due time. (See Matt. 18:15-
17) But no Christian has the right to punish, hold malice 
against, or to abuse another. It is a fact that God himself 
does not forgive sinners that will not repent. All such will 
be lost at last. Let a Christian in such cases do right in all 
things, no matter what a backslider or rebellious member 
may do. But if the wrong doer will not repent, he will be 
sure of his deserts at last." (Questions and Answers
Lipscomb & Sewell). To follow the Lord's requirements 
in Lk. 17:3, 4 is not a matter of hating, but of love seeking 
to rescue the offender from eternal ruin. 

10018 Warwan9 
Houston, TX 77080 • 

ROY DEAVER TO BEGIN 
FULL TIME WRITING 

Roy Deaver, one of the most highly respected and best 
known Bible students in the Lord's church hasfinally decided 
to spend the rest of his life in "full time" writing. This is a 
decision that many of us have encouraged for years and we 
rejoice that it has now been made. Following is a letter that 
brother Deaver has sent to some brethren seeking to raise his 
financial support for this work. We are also carrying a 
statement from brother Thomas B. Warren which stresses the 
value of the intended work of brother Deaver. We hope and 
trust that you will read these letters carefully and respond if you 
can. 

-Editor. 

Dear Brethren: 

On Monday, October 17, I was 
informed by president Malcolm 
Hill that Tennessee Bible College 
was out of money - that there was 
no money at all in the salary fund . 
Needless to say, this came as a real 
shock to me. Translated, this mea ns 
that each teacher who remains with 
Tennessee Bible College will be 
responsible for ra ising his own 
personal support. 

At this point, November 3, 1983, 
I have not failed to receive my 

regular weekly check ($500.00 per week) from the College. 
However, I know that each check may be the la st! As things a re, 
I would not be able to bear the loss of even one check. 
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The school experienced a similar situation in 198 1. In 
November of that year, a ll teachers were placed on one-half 
sa lary. Some were compelled (by the economic situation) to 
leave. I was determined to stay- if at all possible - to finish 
out my school year. In November of 1981 I went on one-half 
sa lary, and managed to exist, but because of tremendously 
heavy financial obligations continued to go deeper and deeper 
in debt. I am still trying to pay off some of those debts. 

In order to try to survive economically, lleft the College in 
June of 1982 and returned to Texas (to the Brown Trail 
Preacher Training School where I had worked for so many 
years). In June of 1983 (after one year back in Texas) I came 
back to Tennessee Bible College. This is such a tremendously 
important work, and is so desperately needed. I was assured 
that the economic situation was much improved, and that there 
was sufficient income to assure the salaries. Too, I had been 
unable to sell my home in Cookeville, TN, and.this was another 
factor in my decision to come back to Tennessee Bible College 
- to have a home. For an entire year (from June of 1982 to 
June of 1983) my wife and I were without a home, living with 
relatives and friends Monday through Friday noon of each 
week, then going somewhere to conduct a gospel meeting 
Friday night through Sunday night. I fervently pray to God 
that never again will we ever have to go through the experience 
of being without a home. Because of our heavy obligations on 
the Tennessee property there was no money either to buy or to 
rent a place in Texas. 

I have preached the gospel now for more than forty-three 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Roy Deaver To Begin Full Time Writing 
(Continued from Page 5) 

years. Thirty of those years have been spent in the classroom, 
training men to preach the gospel. During all these years I have 
recognized the power and influence of the printed page as a tool 
in teaching the gospel of Christ. Through the years I ~ave 
devoted much time to writing - upholding the right, opposing 
the wrong, teaching the word of God. But, I have never been 
satisfied with the amount of writing I have been able to do. 

For the past forty-three years I have very definitely hoped, 
prayed, and planned that I could spend these next twenty years 
-if the Lord lets me live that long -doing more research and 
writing. In this great area of work I have virtually unlimited 
opportunities. A printing fund has been established for my use 
by a congregation in Texas. I want to use this fund to the fullest, 
to the glory of God and the salvation of men. All my printing 
work will be done under the supervision of that eldership in 
Franklin, Texas. In fact, that eldership will oversee all my 
work, and will receive and disburse the funds which will be 
raised for my support. Also, arrangements have been made to 
publish two commentaries I have written (Psalms and 
Romans). Both ne~d to be retyped and this cannot be done 
until my support is raised for full time writing. · 

I am persuaded that what I write(asfarasconcerns my work 
in the Lord's service) is what will live on. I can spend hours, 
months, and even years, preparing a sermon, preach that 
sermon (in 40 or 45 minutes) and very few people will 
remember for long what was said. When I take the time to 
carefully write it out, and get it in print, it WILL LIVE ON! It is 
my opinion, for example, that brother J. W. McGarvey
through his writings - has meant more to the church since his 
death than he did even during his lifetime. · 

What I am saying to you brethren is simply this: I want to 
take advantage of the present economic situation -the loss of 
my salary- to make this change in my work. I want to shift as 
soon as possible, even within the next few weeks, to my writing 
work. I will continue to do some preaching, but will cut back on 
the number of meetings and lectureships. These take a 
tremendous amount of time, and I must work to save time and 
to gain more time for writing. Most of my time will be devoted 
to writing - articles, tracts, books, commentaries, Bible class 
materials. I will continue to get out my BIBLICAL NOTES 
each month, now in the seventeenth year of publication. 

Of necessity, I will have to remain in Cookeville, TN until 
our property sells. And, nothing is selling in the Cookeville area 
at present. As long as I am here, I would like to continue to 
teach one class perquarter(at leastforthe next two quarters)at 
Tennessee Bible College. This would be done strictly on a 
voluntary basis, with no obligation to the College. Especially, I 
would like to continue my present Greek class for the next two 
quarters, so that my present students would have a full year of 
first year Greek. 

Obviously, I must replace my salary. I must find $500.00 per 
week, and I must raise it immediately. Therefore, I am making 
personal visits as I can, and I am also writing to congregations 
and individuals wh.o might be interested in helping with my 
personal support, some of whom have helped in time of need in 
days past. I am looking for 52 congregations or individuals who 
will support me $500 apiece each year. Please help me if you 
can, and to whatever extent you can. 
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Your support would be mailed to: Church of Christ; Drawer 
G; Franklin, TX 77856. It should be clearly marked: Roy 
Deaver Support Fund. 

Please let me know of your decision just as soon as is 
possible. My mailing address is: Rt. 10, Box 355; Cookeville, 
TN 38501. My phone number is: 615-537-3055. 

Again. brethren, thank you so very much. Please remember 
our work in your prayers. May God continue to be with you 
and to bless you in His service. 

If you have any questions, or have need for further 
information, be sure to let me know. 

Sincerely Yours in the Kingdom, 

Roy Deaver 

P.S. I am enclosing a much-appreciated statement from 
brother Thomas Warren. 

Dear Brethren, 

The letter from Brother Roy Deaver explains at least most of 
the details which warrant this accompanying letter. 

I have been preaching the gospel for 38 years. During those 
years, I have served as the preacher with local congregations, 
professor in a number of our Christian colleges, staff writer of 
gospel papers, editor of a gospel paper, preaching on radio, 
television, writer of books, etc. I mention these matters only to 
explain something of my ability to evaluate the opportunity 
which churches and individuals have in supporting Brother 
Roy Deaver to spend his time in writing books, tracts, and 
articles. I shall note here two matters: (I) the great value of 
writing which is faithful to Bible teaching and (2) the unique 
abilities and preparation which Brother Deaver has to do such 
writing. 

First, I note the value of writing. When a man writes a good 
book, a good tract or a good article, the message he has written 
may go to hundreds of thousands in many, many nations 
around the world. Of course, we need men and their families to 
go in person to evangelize the various nations of the world. 
Nothing which I say here should be interpreted as discounting 
the value- even the necessity- of such "on the field" work. 
But, at the same time, I want to emphasize that when a man of 
Brother Deaver's dedication, knowledge and writing ability 
writes a book, tract or article. it may be the case that hundreds 
of preachers around the world (and others). will study that 
material, come to understand truth which they had not 
previously understood and - as a result- preach that truth in 
a positive way to many thousands and also use it to refute and 
expose the work of false teachers whose efforts may be 
destructive to works into which churches have "poured" 
thousands of dollars. It is altogether conceivable that ·by 
writing one crucial book, Brother Deaver could do more for the 
cause of Christ than any man could do by trying to go in person 
to various places around the world for a lifetime. I think I can 
safely say th~t there is hardly a week which passes that I do not 
receive a letter from some person in India, Africa, Austrailia, et 
al. telling me how they have profited from (and have used to 
teach others) some book or article which l have written. The 
same is true - I have no doubt - of Brother Deaver and his 
work along this line can be greatly multiplied if he is s~pported 
in such fashion that he can give full-time to writing. 
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Second, I note the unique qua lit ies, abilit ies and experie nces 
of Brother Deaver to do this work. 

I have worked very, very closely with Brother Deaver for the 
past thirty years. We have been in the same ci ties for fifteen of 
those years. During the othe r fifteen years, we have always 
rema ined in close contac;t. The re is no man on th is earth in 
whom l have more confidence as a n ho norable man a nd , in 
particular, as a student a nd preacher of God's sacred word . He 
and I have worked together on so many, many things. We have 
been involved together in so many projects, both in a pos itive 
proclamation of the truth a nd in the defense of it. If l had a 
problem as to what the Bible teaches on some matter a nd could 
ask the help of only one man, l would ask to have the help of 

Roy Deaver. He is a great student of the Bible - his knowledge 
of it is phenomena l. He is a great writer - he knows how to put 
on paper what he has in his mind . 

What a marvelous ly wonderful thing it would be if Roy 
Deaver could spend the rest of his life in writ ing about the 
Bible. What a tragedy it will be if he is denied that opportunity. 

I surely pray that you will help him to do this great thing. 

Brotherly in C hrist, 

Thomas B. Warren 
Nov. 2, 1983 • 

In Light of the Scriptures 

SOME THOUGHTS ON 
PREACHING 

Burton Coffman 

"It was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of 
the preaching to save them that believe" (I Cor. 1:2 1). 

There is a n element of mystery in the power of the 
spoken word to move men. A casual view might lead to 
the conclusion tha t mass communications media such as 
television, radio, and printing have diminished the power 
of preaching, but this is not true. There is a mystical , 
almost supernatural power, connected with preaching a t 
its best; and this power pertains to no other medium of 
communication, except as it may lengthen the projection 
of the preacher himself. 

Proof that preaching is still a force of unlimited 
potentiality in moving mankind to action is evident in the 
success of evil preachers like Adolph Hitler, Benito 
Mussolini, and Fidel Castro. These modern examples of 
satanic preachers prove that the power found in 
preaching is so marvelous as to a ppear incredible. It was 
no accident that God chose preaching as the vehi cle for 
the conveyance of His message to mankind . 

The widespread absence of any particular power in 
preaching as a force to move is no reflection upon the way 
God chose to do it, but it is rather a reflection upon the 
incompetence of many of us who are trying to use it! The 
current conversational tone, the brief sermonettes, the 
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de-emphasis of all dramatic and emotional content, and 
the a ll-too-frequent impression tha t the preacher himself 
has no deep conviction of the truth he is preaching- all 
such things a re no evidence of the weakness of preaching, 
but are simply the ea rma rks of weak preaching! A grea t 
preacher like Hitler or Fide l Castro could preach fo r 
hours at a time, moving vast audiences from frenzy to 
frenzy, a ll th e while preaching lies! May God give our 
generation MEN who will preach the TRUTH like they 
preached LIES! 

History knows nothing a ny more powerful than 
Martin Luther's thunderings aga inst the Popes, John 
Knox's pulpit blasts under the guns of Quee n Mary, or 
Alexander Campbell's brillia nt challenges of rampant 
a theism. God give . us great preachers to meet the 
cha llenges facing our present sad and frightened world in 
her hour of crisis , confusion, and decision. The need for 
great preaching is the most acute in ages. 

Libe ra lism , atheism, co mmuni s m , humanism, 
and a whole stable of philosophical devices de
dicated to the removal of God from his throne and the 
de ifica tion of humanity a re now loosed on the world and 
are deceiving countless millions. Evi l forces have battered 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Some Thoughts On Preaching 
(Continued from Page 7) 

down the outer defenses and are assaulting the inner 
citadel of the Holy Faith. No such crisis in centuries has 

confronted the church. The hour of the church's mortal 
decision is upon her. She must forsake the evil 
philosophies of men and turn to the Truth ifshe is either 
to be saved herself or have ·power to save anyone else. Let 
the gospel sound out NOW, as of old, "Preached among 
the nations!" (I Timothy 3: 16). • 

Biblical Sermons I 
FIVE STEPS TO DESTRUCTION 

(Je~. 6:1-25) 

Andrew M. Connally 

PROPOSITION: Men are headed for destruction who refuse 
the word, deify material gain, refuse to recognize error, lose 
their sense of shame and refuse to walk in the old paths. 

OBJECTIVE: To show the dangers of ignoring our propo
sition. 

INTRODUCTION: Jeremiah was a prophet of Judah. He was 
called to the prophetic office ( 1:6 ); and withstood 
tremendous pressure to be God's man for 40 years. An 
entire nation stood on the brink of apostacy and 70 years 
captivity. Jeremiah was God's mouth, warning of God's 
fury (6:11). 

I. THEY HAD NO DEUGHT IN GOD'S WORD. 
1. The word of the Lord was a reproach to them (vs. 10). 

They had no delight in it. Warning after warning was 
sent and they refused them (Cf. Isa. 30:9). 

2. What of today? Are we the "Blessed man?" (Psa. 1:2; or 
Cf. I Cor. 1:18 vs. Psa. 119:165). What of Bible study 
attendance, Sunday evening and Wednesday night? 
Gospel meetings? (Cf. Psa. 19:7-11; 119:11; 119:18). 

II. THEY WERE OBSESSED WITH MATERIAL GAIN. 
1. "From the least of them to the greatest of them, every

one is given to coveteousness" (vs. 13: Cf. Isa. 56:11; 
Jn. 2:16; Psa. 10:3; Matt. 6:33; Luke 12:13-21). 

2. Ours is a "gadget filled paradise suspended over a hell 
of insecurity." So many Americans are materialistic in 
heart and life. Shall a man rob God? 

3. Teach us to have generous, giving hearts! (Cf. Matt. 6: 
19-21). 

III. THEY REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE ERROR. 
1. Although they were repeatedly warned, they refused to 

recognize error and said, "Peace, peace, where there 
is no peace" (vs. 14). 

2. So many in Christ's day were the same (Matt. 15:6-9; 
15: 12-14). 

3. "Buy the truth and sell it not" is not a political slogan, but 
the bed-rock principle of life. Attitudes toward truth will 
determine our eternal destiny (Jn. 18:37-38). 

IV. THEY HAD LOST THEIR SENSE OF SHAME. 
1. "They were not ashamed, neither could they blush" 

(vs. 15). No sense of shame, no regret. They were 
hardened (Cf. Heb. 13:3- hardened and deceived). 

2. Such is happening in our society with regards to modesty 
- vulgar language and social drinking. 

V. THEY REFUSED TO WALK IN THE OLD PATHS. 
1. They were to stand in the old paths (vs. 16). They would 

not (Cf. Ezk. 14:6). 
2. God's ways are the only right ways. So few want the 

"old paths" of sacrifice, service and duty, obedience and 
self denial. 

3. Our religious neighbors do not want the "old paths" of 
Christ's authority and its limitations - The name we 
wear (I Pet. 4:16, etc.). 

CONCLUSION: 
Judah would not heed Jeremiah and so went into 70 years 

captivity. She paid for her sins - so shall we. Unless we 
repent. 
510 N. Kaufman 
S~goville, Texas 75159 • 

~ ................................................................. ~ ..................... ~..,....,.. ............................................ .., ,...--------------, 
21 Years of Continued Success in Building 

Economical, Energy Efficient 
Church Facilities 

CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 
2811 Colamblne Plaee, NaabviUe, TN. 37204 

Cher 300 Stoelc Plaru Read,- to Meea Your Need. 

-~----~----~~~~~---------_j 
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EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director. at P. 0. Box 597. 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448-
3557. 
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CLEAN UP - FILL UP 

Leon Cole 

uwhen the unclean spfrit is gone 
out of a man, he walketh through dry 
places, seeking rest; and finding none, 
he saith, I will return unto my house 
whence I came out. And when he 
cometh, he findeth it swept and 
garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh 
to him seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself; and they enter 
in, and dwell there: and the last state 
of that man is worse than the first" 
(Lk. 11 :24-26). . 

The poor man in this story is to be 
commended for his desire to clean up 
his life and rid it of wrong. But an 
empty life, like an empty house 
attracts all forms of unwanted 
behavior. Even small boys intending 
no wrong, can hardly resist throwing 
a rock through the window of a house 
without occupants. 

We admire one who would seek to 
remove from his life behavior not 
becoming a Christian. But such an 
effort may be less than Christian. 
Paul accused a group at Colossae of 
false piety. Their slogan was, ~~Do not 
handle, do not taste, do not touch" 

(Col. 2:21). They seemed to have 
derived pleasure in boasting about 
what they did not do. Herein lies great 
danger. 

While we are careful to shun and 
abstain from many activities in living 
the Christian life let us also be careful 
to include in our house virtues like 
virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness and love (II Pet. 1:5-8). 

P. 0. Box 9 
Covington, Tennessee 380 19 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 

• An Accredited Graduate School of Religion? 
• Financial Aid Assistance? 
• One Day a Week Classes? 
• A Well-qualified Faculty? 
• An Excellent Religious Library? 
• An Opportunity for Personal Growth? 
• Additional Knowledge, More Tools, Sharpened Skills? 
• Quality Education fot Christian Ministry? 

Perhaps We Can Help. 
Spring Semester Begins January 16, 1984 

CONTACT 
Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean Dr. Blll Flatt, Registrar 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38117. Phone 901-761-1353 

Harding Graduate School of Religion admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. Also, in 
compliance with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, Harding Graduate School does not discriminate on the basis of sex or handicap in its educational program, 
activities, or employment except where necessitated by specific religious tenets held by the institution and its con
trolling body. 
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Obituaries 

PAUL SHERROD 
Bill R. Swetmon 

Funeral services for Paul Sherrod, 
87,332319thStreet, Lubbock, Texas, 
were held at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
October II, at the Greenlawn Church 
of Christ with Dr. Harvie Pruitt, 
Hugh Rhodes and Bill Swetmon 
officiating. 

Brother Sherrod died on Sunday, 
October 9, in Methodist Hospital 
after a lengthy illness. He was born 
January 24, 1896 in Cleburne, Texas. 
He grew up in Oklahoma and was a 
veteran of World War II. He had been 
employed in Dallas and Atlanta, 
where he studied at Georgia Tech. 

Paul Sherrod moved to Lubbock 
to enter the hardware business in 
1922. He owned and operated 
Sherrod Hardware until 1956, when 
he retired. His list of accomplish
ments and good deeds is almost 
endless: He served as President of the 
Texas Hardware and Implement 
Association. He was the first 
President of the Christian Chronicle 
and also President of Gospel Press. 
He served the Broadway Church of 
Christ as Bible class teacher, deacon 
and elder for 35 years, and then 
helped in the establishment of the 
Greenlawn Church of Christ near the 
campus of Lubbock Christian 
College, where he served as an elder 
until his death. 

He also helped in the founding of 
the Children's Home of Lubbock, 
served on its board and was one of the 
original trustees o·f Lubbock 
Christian School· and Lubbock 
Christian College and served for 29 
years on the L.C.C. board. 

Paul Sherrod was primarily 
instrumental in the establishment of 
the European m~ssion work with Otis 
Gatewood right after World War II. 

Brother Sherrod and his lovely 
wife, Irene, dedicated their lives to 
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personal evangelism. During the past 
few years their combined efforts have 
resulted in the baptism of over 400 
people into Christ. Brother Sherrod 
wrote an excellent book on personal 
evangelism entitled, Successful Soul 
Winning. 

He was a frequent speaker at 
Christian colleges on evangelism and 
leadership. He also conducted soul 
winning workshops for several 
congregations. 

Brother Sherrod was named an 
outstanding Elder of the Churches of 
Christ by the Int!rnational Bible 
College of Florence, Alabama in 
1973. He and Irene were also honored 
at a testimonial dinner given by 
Lubbock Christian College in 
February of 1981. At that time 
brother Sherrod said, "I have been 
busy with one thing or another all my 
life. I don't plan to retire." And then 
he quoted Philippians 3:13, 14. 

The tone of brother Sherrod's life 
was set in 1913 when he graduated 
from high school as valedictorian of 
his class. He also received a gold 
medal for the highest grade point 
average in that class. His 
valedictorian address was entitled 
•;True Nobility." In that address Paul 
Sherrod spoke of such things as 
honesty and good deeds as being 
basic principles of true nobility. From 
that day on his life exemplified true 
nobility. The name of Paul Sherrod 
brings to mind a multiplicity of roles. 
He was a successful businessman, 
father, husband, elder, church leader, 
educator, writer, lecturer, soul 
winner, Bible student, Bible class 
teacher and outstanding Christian. 
Irene Sherrod summed up the 

thoughts of many people concerning 
brother Sherrod when she said, "He's 
not a memory, he's a living presence." 

Brother Sherrod is survived by his 
wife, Irene, 4 daughters, Mrs. Melvin 
(Vola) Simmons of Dalhart, Texas, 
Mrs. Horace (Elaine) Krizan of 
Louisville, Kentucky, Mrs. Mike 
(Sandra) McCurry of Hurst, Texas 
and Mrs. Richard (Winnie) Williams 
of Big Springs, Texas; a brother, B. 
Sherrod of Lubbock; II grand
children and I 0 great-grandchildren. 

A biography of Paul Sherrod's life 
is almost completed and should be 
published in the near future. Brother 
Sherrod completed all but two 
chapters before his death. Irene will 
complete the writing of the volume. 

The pallbearers were Don Sikes, 
John White, Dr. Deuon Baker, 0. 0. 
Williams, Dr,. Roger Hawley and Dr. 
J. W. Paul. 

The family requests that any 
memorials to Paul Sherrod be sent to 
the Paul Sherrod Endowed 
Scholarship Fund at Lubbock 
Christian College, Lubbock, Texas. 

P. 0. Box 323 
Plano, TX 75074 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

• 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282·3911 
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DO WHAT YOU CAN 

Leon Cole 

"If I had the money I would 
contribute vast sums to the church." 
"Ifl had that kind of talent I could use 
it to do a ll kinds of good." "If I 
could ... " H ow many times have you 
heard people make these and similar 
statements? Practically speaking ou r 
usefulness is not dependent upon 
what you have in your heart but what 
you do. 

The Bible teaches, " Whatsoever 
thy handfindeth to do, do it with thy 
might"(Eccles. 9: 10). Do not wait for 
large opportunities. Dreaming of 
great things to do by and by will not 
satisfy the hunger of men here and 
now. 

There are many things we may 
never be able to do . There are times 
when our a mbitions are above our 
capacity. Instead we need day by day 
to do what we have a n opportunity to 
do with what we have. It is good to 
have high goa ls for as one has said , 
"Not failure but low aim is crime." 
But if we refuse to do little things we 
can do, we may end by doing nothing. 
Let us be faithful in doing as unto the 
Lord whateve r he allows q_u~ hands t o 

. find to do. "Be thou faithful unto 
death " (Rev. 2: 10). 

P. 0. Box 9 
Covington, Tennessee 38019 • 

WIIERE 
TilE SAINTS 

!tiEET 
1983 EDITIO~ 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY Of THE CON· 
CRECATIOHS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONU WOALOWIDE IMRECTOAY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IH PAINT. 

New 1M completely rtvised lor 1983, th•s ed•hon 
of Whitt Tt.. Sa•nU MHt 11 IM result Of .II p.ttnS· 
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Mission News 

STUDENTS CONDUCT AFRICAN 

CAMPAIGN 

On June 11th, five young people, 
four of whom are stud ents at Florida 
School of Preaching, departed from 
Tampa International Airport bound 
for six weeks of gospel work in the 
West African nation of Ghana. 
Jimmie and Linda Hill of Orlando, 
Florida, Ted and Renee Wheele r of 
Auburndale, F lorida, and Nancy 
Wheeler of Zephyrh ills, F lorida 
comprised the group. They carried 
with them on the plane several 
thousand pieces of gospel literature 
and enough food to take care of their 
needs while there. Gha na is in the 
midst of a severe famine a nd very 
little food is available in the stores 
and markets. 

T he group had originally plan ned 
to assist the churches in Yendi in the 
far north of Ghana but due to 
politica l and economic condit ions 
had to co nfine their labors to the 
towns of Tema and Ashiaman in the 
south. A few days after their arrival, 
there was an attempt to overthrow the 
government. This resulted in a curfew 
being imposed which prevented street 
preaching at night. In addi tion, there 
was a crucial shortage of gasoline 
which made tra ve l v ir tually 
impossible. 

Much of the work done by these 

young people consisted of personal 
Bible studies conducted in the shops 
a nd homes. The men taught Bible 
c lasses for the congregations in Tema 
and Ashiaman a nd the women taught 
ladies and children's classes. In 
Ashiaman, twenty-eight souls put on 
C hrist in baptism as a result of their 
efforts. In Tema, eleven precious 
souls responded to the gospel of 
Chri st and another . eleven have 
obeyed since the campaign. 

Two members of this group, Ted 
and Renee · W heeler, will complete 
their studies in the Florida School of 
Preaching in January. They plan to 
return to Ghana for seve ral yea rs of 
service to the Lord. The Orange 
Stree t Ch urch of C hr is t in 
Auburndale, Flo rida has agreed to 
oversee them in this work and provide 
a part of their salary. Add i tiona) 
funds are needed for sa lary, work 
fund , and travel expenses. If you 
would like to have a part in preaching 
the gospel in a frui tful field, please 
contact Ted Wheeler at 309 Arian 
Avenue, Auburndale, Florida 33823 
or ca ll (8 13) 967-8046. 

Rod Rutherford 
Florida School of Preaching 
1807 South F lorida Avenue 
Lakela nd, Florida 33803 • 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PRt:ACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2.760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\\ i ii 

~ - -
" . ' ,,, 

• Strong Bible Emphas1s 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Jimmy Wood, Director 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preachins 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 or 3 Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. I. Benefits 
Scholarship Available 
Sound Teachers 8 - -

Call or Write: 
(813) 683-4043 
Florida School of 
Preaching 

Lakeland, FL 33803 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS: JANUARY 23, 1984 & SEPTEMBER 3, 1984 

B. C. CARR: DIRECTOR 

AI.&-CA..iti. ~ 

Sd.ool of &liaittn • Gnlduate 
·;;,·~- DeciNeeln Bible 

A.M .• B.A., B.S .• M.A., M.Th. 
Full~,..,. A..u.ollfol Full T1- ~OIIIIIeilt ~ 

01 App#Oifed. Ott CMipul l'roprema A....,._ 

Cell Collect lor Dr. 11a A. Tunw, Jt. 
(SI)I774110 

1020 AIIIIU .......,. IIDitla= ,, AL •u7 

When VIsiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville. TN 37921 
Single $18.90. Double $22.90 

(615) 588-1982 588-1983 588-1984 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure, unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small canon and three of these canons to 
the large carton - all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton each $3. 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

leonard Mullens 

POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 

817 /947·5403 
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MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Ded\Jctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Write or all for det1i11. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH. TEXAS 76112 

817/496·4888 
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Harding University 
Christian Communica tions Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Tra ining • 200 ,000 volume Library • University Level Study 

• State Licensed • 1200 Period icals • Scholarships Available (Including BEO G ) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Approved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon com pletion • Exceptional Facilit ies 

• Training includes required domestic & foreign evangelism experience 

• 40-Course Curriculum Covers Ent ire Bible Text Plus Rela ted Subjects 

Joe D . Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Field Representa tive 
Huding Univorsity, Box 839, S.arcy, Ark . 72143 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
W E CAN HELP THEM ! 

1'N A ""(H ""' " ' " "' • O il t • •1 1'\ l t otMut COI'\Qt 1 QI1•0 " 1 ot 1"
C I'\ u tC:~I o f CrH +t l * " Ott ,.,, ITibol' • 0 1\ rrt•h l a f') ' " I I I III IIOt'l l 

....,..,.... ' ' ' .. , ,,,"0 to r~a1 o you• 'O•t>d one t - •• ' "' ' ' ,..,_, 
~"~ •• o.-c:~ • •t rt " "' t ouotuat ano P"'"''' ' ' "Mel' or tl'\ouaa"'" ' ot 
o tt'lara d u'"'~O ' "'' oaat '' "'' yaa rt frua w r• .. ca ,, ,,..., 
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"' ' '' to AM( N 
W MIT( S FEAAY AOAO 
CMU ACM O f C H Jii tS T 

&e· 1000 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

THE FINEST IN NO N-INSTRUMENTAL RELIGIOUS M USIC 
Announcing A New Release W HEN AL.L OF GOD'S SINGERS GET HOME (A Capella) 

Where The Soul Never Dies; I Won't Have To Cross Jordan Alone; Won' t It Be Wonderful There; Just A Closer 
Walk With Thee; No Tears In Heaven; The Old Rugged Cross; God's Fami ly; I'll M eet You In The Morning; Jesus 
Knows and Cares; Crossing The Bar; Paradise Valley. 

HIS IMAGE SINGERS 
l arry Stewart, Mary Tucker, Debbie 
Combest, Melody jennings, M orris 
Webb, Judy Stewart, Deryl House, Terry 
Dutton, and Tommy Stewart, Director. 
All worship at Central Church of Ch rist, 
Tulia, Texas. 

FIRM FOUNDATIO N - DECEM BER 6, 1983 

Record 8-Track Cassette Unit Price Price 
Sing To Me of Heaven $7.00 
Victory In Jesus $7.00 

Go W ith God $7.00 

In The Image of God $7.00 

Sing M e A Song About Jesus $7.00 

•when All of God's 
Singers Get Home $7.00 

add $1.25 single, add 2Scr for each ad dit ional item 

Postage and Hand li ng _ _ _ __ _ 

TOTAL-____ __ 

Name _________________ __ _ 

Street or Box ----- -------------

City, State, Zip _ _____________ _ _ 

H is Image Singers 
Box 205 
Tu lia, Texas 79088 

Phone Orders 
(806) 995-4334 or 995-2561 
(No coiled calls, p lease) 

Payment Requi red Prior to Delivery. 
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TAKETIMETOBEHOLYORTAKE 
TIME FOR OUR OWN DESIRES? 

Much is being said by brethren 
about people being in a hurry and 
living by the clock. Some brethren 
want the worship services 
shortened. They want the sermon 
to not be over twenty minutes, 
they want the prayers short, the 
songs few and the announcements 
to be very short. Are they in a 
hurry to visit the sick and erring 
after services? No, they want to go 
to a restaurant and eat a delicious 
meal, watch TV or whatever they 
desire. They take time for their 
own desires. 

If the Lord's supper is served 
first some brethren will partake of 
it and leave on a trip the minute 
after they partake! Some brethren 
just want to say they have been to 
worship. They are very much 
interested in taking time for their 
own desires! 

In some places brethren have a 

The writer of Hebrews ties together 
"an evil heart of unbelief" and 
"departing from the living God" 
(3: 12). There is therefore a reason 
why people depart from God. The 
blame may be laid in many areas but 
here the writer says it is "unbelief': He 
classifies the depth of that unbelief by 
calling it "an evil heart". People who 
cease to believe in the living God have 
an evil heart of unbelief. 

The religious world would, of 
course. tell us that one cannot fall 
from grace. The phrase that is used so 
often is ··once a son. always a son.·· In 
the above passage. there is no 
recognition of any such teaching. A 
person who walks out on God no 

'" (826} 

Quentin Dunn 

twenty or thirty minute devotional 
early Sunday morning for 
brethren who want to go to the 
lakes and various places. Is this 
taking time to be holy? Is this 
taking time for their own desires? 

Some brethren want the Sunday 
night worship service to be over in 
thirty minutes. After it is over they 
stand in the foyer and talk twenty 
or thirty minutes. Then they drive 
thirty or forty miles to another 
town to eat in a restaurant. 
Afterwards they go to someones 
home and play "forty two" until 
midnight! Do they take time to be 
holy or do they take time for their 
own desires? 

I realize that a sermon can be 
too long and prayers can be too 
long. But I am concerned about 
the misplaced emphasis. Brethren 
take time to do what they desire to 
do! There is the love of pleasure, 

IN THE WORD 
Charles Blair 

longer -believes in God. The phrase 
that Paul uses is "fallen from grace" 
(Gal. 5:4). Peter says that it is the "dog 
returning to his vomit" and the "sow 
back to the mud"(II Peter 2:22). The 
phrases are not used just to "shock" 
people but rather to impress on 
Christians how God views their 
leaving. 

What would cause a person to 
cease believing in the God of heaven? 
What circumstances could so happen 
as to cause a Christian to no longer 
believe in God. In Romans 8:38-39, 
Paul lists some I 0 different things 
that could have an effect on his love 
for God. But he makes it clear that 
none of those things could alter his 

the love of comfort. There is a lack 
of desire to feast upon God's word 
and to pray to God. Some 
brethren do not take time for these 
things. In other words they do not 
take time to be holy! 

We need to forget about the 
cares of the world and take time to 
be holy. To parta~e of the Lord's 
supper, feast upon God's word 
and sing praises to God gives us 
great spiritual strength! We need 
this strength every day. We should 
study God's word and pray every 
day. Taking time to be holy on the 
Lord's day will encourage us to 
take time to be holy every day! 
May God help each of us to realize 
the importance of taking time to 
be holy! May He also help us to be 
less interested in taking time for 
our own desires! 

• 

love for Christ. How did he reach that 
level of confidence? In Hebrews 3:14, 
the writer speaks of holding the 
confidence steadfast unto the end. 
What "confidence" is. he talking 
about'? The confidence that one has 
from the beginning. 

In I Corinthians 15:2, Christians 
are encouraged to remember the 
gospel. In other words, our task is to 
stay "in the Word." If faith comes 
from the word of God (Rom. 10:17), 
we must stay in that Word. Those 
who leave God cease to be believers in · 
God because they have left theW ord 
of God. 
Church of Christ 
Cottondale, Alabama 35453 • 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 32523. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
2700 DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or friends 
in Alaska. Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 
272-7583 or 56~7427. 
ATT'N MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 
10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Caii883-25SO or W. 
P. Jolly, Min. 79~2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF 

BIBLICAL STUDIES 
3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 
Bellview Church of Christ 

4850 Saufley Road 
Pensacola, Florida 32506 

Phone 455-7595 
Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Max R. Miller, 
EvangelisL 

Bellview Preacher Training School 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, 
Director. 
BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-
2539, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about 
newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 
l-81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 
1-703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers .. Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. Willlam E. 
Wardlaw, EvangelisL 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. 
and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred 
Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom 
Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 30~789-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

C. M. Horner, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
CorresP-ondence. Programmed tapes with wriUen 
material and tests. Also you may l'oin our Tape-A
Month dub and receive special essons on many 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church of 
Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubboclc, TX 79411. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday- 10, 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3750. 

15 (827) 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for 
evangelism program on campus of University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. Salary commensurate with 
qualifications. Send resume, transcript, and 3 letters of 
reference to Dr. T. Bentl_y Wigley, Chairman, Search 
Committee, Monticello Churcli of Christ, P. 0. Box 485, 
Monticello, AR 71655. Position available Nov. 1 or until 
suitable applicant found. For additional information 
caD (501) 367-3919 (day) or (501) 367-9640 (night). 
Full-time evangelist needed challenging mission 
congregation of 75 members. Been establiShed 24 years. 
East Providence Church of Christ Please write for 
details: Richard Kizirian; 53 Davis Ave., Cranston, Rl 
02910. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbaden, Germany, seeks 
preacher. Terms: Married, both strong in personal 
work, 3 year contract, partial support may be req_uired. 
Send resume, family picture and sermon/lesson 
cassettes to: Ron Coslett, PSC Box 4652, APO New York 
09633. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of SO 
seeking retired, semi-retired or can work P-art time. We 
can provide some support. Please senCI resume to 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 85326. 
PR.EACHER WANTED: The Central Church of Christ 
is seeking a mature and sound gospel preacher. Must be 
qualified and experienced in pulpit and personal work. 
Positions available after January 1, 1984. Send resume, 
references, salary needs, and taped sermons to Central 
Church of Christ, 1320 S. Church St., Visalia, CA 93277. 
No telephone calls please. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Mature, hard-working individual and family counsellor 
available immediately to work with congregation or 
Christian agency. Tramed in ministry with B.A. in Bible 
from OCC and completing Theses on famil)' problems 
and how to deal witli for MSW. Experienced in working 
with young people and their families involving all in 
Christian activities. Four years experience in working 
with families in aises including foster care and 
adoptions. Very sound in scriptures. Age 29, married 
witli two children. Phone (714) 240-1013; Donald Hale, 
3479 Paseo Flamenca; San Clemente, CA 92672. 

FOR SALE 
ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDER? Who 
trains deacons to serveJ How do elders learn to teach 
and leadl We train them by correspondence. Over 1200 
have enrolled since 1978. Sound doctrine. Only cost is 
$8 textbook. Write Southern Calif. School of 
Evangelism, 7201 Walnut Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620. 
Golden Harvest Hymns, 2nd Ed. by Tilllt S. Teddlie. 
Contains 86 songs, 79 written by T. S. Teddlie. Price $3.00 
per copy or $2.50 for 10 or more. Tillit S. Teddlie, 3624 
Norcross; Dallas, TX 75229. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

$5.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUS WANTED -66 passenger. Prefer donated and in 
good shape. Call collect 208-733-7805 Church of Christ, 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 
FREE! Small congregation in mission field needs a FREE 
bus or busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on 
Wednesday ni11hts. Want to do mission workl Contact 
Church of Chnst, Box 213, Sabetha, KS 66534 or call913-
284-2022 or 402-855-4375. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christian with wide range of 
experience with congregations (both with and wltbout 
elders, and as an elder himself) has developed a ministry 
to aid In the restoration of New Testament church 
order. Practical and sensible ideas deeply rooted In 
God's word are brought to bear upon the local 
congregation and her organization, unity, and work. 

For more information including resume write or call 
Charles Graham, Box 1985, Richardson, TX 75080. Tel. 
(214) 369-4361. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Verna~ Utah has some 75 good 
song books which have been used but are In good 
coni:tition. We wish to make them available to some 
mission congregation or camp which might be able to 
use them. Tliey are free except for the cost of postage to 
deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Verna~ Utah 84078. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe 
to? 
IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to 
finish my last year at the BELLVIEW PREACHER 
TRAINING SCHOOL. For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4654 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32506 
(904) 45~3426 
INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But it is the reader's responsibillty to 
investi11ate. Uke any other paper, we sometimes 
unwittmgly run an unworthy ad. As the old saying goes, 
before you invest, investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Club Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriP-tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 2S 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents per issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 per year 
per subscription (Prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 1 0) as mailed to one address. 
Churches maybe billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

SenCI all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 
MISSION MINDED CONGREGATION 

NEEDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to 

assume bond program on 5 year old building, 
located on 200'x300' lot on Highway 43, South, 
known as Southside Church of Cllrist, Grove 
Hiii,AL 

For more information and history of church 
call V. P. Black, Chickasaw, AL, 205-457-7519 or 
H. D. Jones, Jackson, AL, 205-246-5159, or Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones, 
Jackson, AL 205-246-9841. 

Also, there is a 3 bedroom house located 
directly behind church building that can be 
purchased for a minister's home. For more 
mformation, contact Carl White, Jackson, AL, 
205-246-9224. 
Mississippi Evangelist Needs $400 in Monthly 
Support. Good references. Thirty-one years 
experience; 19 in East Mississippi mission field. 
Send inquiries to: G. F. Raines, P. 0. Box 97, 
Newton, Miss. 39345. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older 
Brotherhood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 
285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES -write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. _ .. ____ _ 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD ?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm - "No Floating"- Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 
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~ .·· 
~!~~~ Can God Save A Man Who 
; ~~~dP Dies In Sin? lf.G~\ ... ~ 
~'-~ Mac Deaver 

The answer to the question, "Can God save a man 
who dies in sin?" is very important, for it affects our 
attitude toward God, the world (those outside the 
church), and the gospel message. At times people, 
including members of the church and even gospel 
preachers, have suggested that God could save a man 
who dies in sin if He wanted to and perhaps will do so at 
the judgment. In this article I propose to show that God 
cannot save a man who dies in sin. 

First of all, God can't save a man who dies in sin 
because God must remain infinite in every attribute, 
including that of justice. God can never be unjust in any 
situation. If He experiences a difficiency in the attribute 
of justice, He becomes finite, and if He becomes finite in 
even one attribute, then He demonstrates that He is not 
eternal. In other words, if God were diffident in any 
attribute that belongs to God, He would not be God. He 
could not be. The position that God could fail to punish a 
man who dies in sin and yet be God amounts to a denial 
of the existence of God, whether one recognizes that 
truth or not. To be God He must remain infinitely just 
(Rom. 3:25, 26). God cannot ever be responsible for the 
creation of a situation wherein there cannot be ultimate 
justice. 

He cannot allow His law to be a laughingstock. He 
cannot allow sin to go unpunished (Gen. 3:22; Rom. 
6:23). He cannot lie (Heb. 6:18; Tit. 1:2), and He has j;old 
us that those who die in sin wiU be punished eternally. 
And God is never too hasty in His pronouncements. If 
God cannot be trusted as to His saying that He will 
punish those who die in sin in hell, then He cannot be 
trusted as to His saying that He will reward the righteous 
in heaven. No one has any ground upon which to 
conclude that God will definitely reward the righteous 
while at the same time concluding that God's possibly 
punishing all those who die in sin is still an unsettled 
matter! 

Secondly, God cannot save a man who dies in sin 
because God must remain holy. He must reward the 
good and punish the evil. As God loves the good, he 
hates the evil. And if he ever compromises with evil, He 
demonstrates that He doesn't love the good. (This would 
mean that God doesn't love Himself). And if He doesn't 
love good, He cannot be God. After creation, the devil 
sinned from the beginning (I Jno. 3:8), but God can only 
be and do good. 

In the Old Testament history God impressed Israel 
with the need to be free from sin (as best they could be in 
Judaism), and to be ceremonially clean as well. God 
taught them through their divers ordinances on 
cleanliness that God was ultimately clean and that to 
remain in fellowship with Him, they must take care of 
their contamination (cf. Lev. 11-15). And when God 
made an appearance to a man, His presence made the 
geographical territory affected "holy ground" (Ex. 3:5; 
Josh. 5:15). And the reason for God's turning His back 
on Jesus as He hung on the cross seems to be that Jesus 
was made sin for us (Mat. 27:46; II Cor. 5:21). God must 
remain forever untouched and uncontaminated with evil, 
and in His eternal presence will dwell no person whose 
sin has not been taken away by the blood of the cross 
(Heb. 9:15; Rev. 1:5; Rev. 7:14; 20:11-15), and no angel 
who sinned (II Pet. 2:4; Heb. 2:16). 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial. .. 

THE BALANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES 

Studying the Bible is one of the most interesting, profitable and 
inexhaustible task the Christian can ever undertake. The child of God is 
charged to study the word with all diligence (I Tim. 2: 14); He is 
commanded to grow in knowledge (II Pet. 3: 18); And he is rebuked when 
he has not grown as he should in the knowledge of the Bible (Heb. 5: 12). 
As one studies the Bible he will recognize and become impressed with the 
balance of the scriptures. 

There are numerous false teachers who pervert the teachings of the 
Bible to suit their own preco nceived ideas and doctrines. Legion is the 
number of men who would wrest the scriptures to their own destruction 
(II Pe t. 3: 16). The "faith only" denomin'ational stud ent is a case in point. 
He can quote with emphasis the passages that teach the importance of 
faith. He quickly draws the fal se conclusion that "faith only" is a most 
wholesome doctrine , full of comfort, and a ll that o ne needs to do to 
become a child of God is " believe on J esus." lt is sad that millions follow 
this false doctrine. Millions may teach the doctrine of''faith only" but the 
Bible doesn't. The Bible is balanced and the passage In James 2:17-24 is 
just as inspired , just as powerful, just as binding and just as beautiful as 
John 3: 16. James wrote, " Ye see then how that by works a man is 
justified, and not by fai th only. "The Bible further teaches that one must 
repent of his sins to be saved (Lk. 13:3). (The "failh only"advocate also 
stresses and demands repentance.) One must a lso confess his faith in the 
Christ (Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38; 22: 16). After baptism (not baptism only) one is raised to walk in 
newness of life (Rom. 6:4) ; he is in Christ (Gal. 3:27) where all spiritual 
bless ings are (Eph. I :3). All this (a nd his entire Christian life) is effected 
by his FAITH. NO ONE believes in the doctrine of faith more than a New 
Testament C hrist ian. NO ONE understands the doctrine of faith more; 
NO ONE trusts in faith more; and certainly NO ONE proclaims the 
Biblical doctrine of faith as correctly as the child of God. Multitudes 
teach a false doctrine of fa ith because they do not understand the balance 
of the scriptures. 

We further see the wonderful balance o f the scriptures in a great 
number of places. To illustrate look at Philippians 2: 12b where we read, 
": .. work OUI your own salva1ion 1-vilhfear and lrembling. "Many people 
try to d o just tha t and end up in mental anguish because they find the task 
is far too great for them to undertake alone. The next verse, which many 
seem to overlook, says, " For if is God who worketh in you both 10 will 
and 10 work, for his good pleasure." lsn 't the balance marvelous? To 
further illustrate look at I Cor. 10:12- 13. Verse 12 reads, " Wherefore lei 
him lhatlhinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. "Some use this verse 
to teach "the near impossibili!y of living a Chrisrian life. " But verse 13 so 
bea utifully balances the thought and encourages us to righteous living 
when it reads, "There hath no temptation wken you but such as man can 
bear; but God isfaithful who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the tempration make also the way of escape, !hat 
ye may be able 10 endure ir." 

Not long ago an a rticle. written by a brother in Chri st, was brought to 
my a ttention. The bot tom line was that elders have the power today to lay 
their hands on brethren and impart to them the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
The proof text for the doctrine was I Timothy 4: 14 which says, " Neglect 
no! 1he gifl that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
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laying on of the hands of the presbytery." The writer 
failed to note some significant information concerning 
the passage. First, it is granted that ~~e/ders"(presbuterou, 
from presbuteroi) were involved. The laying on of hands 
by elders was part of a ceremony practiced in the early 
church (See Acts 13:1-3). But never did elders have the 
power to impart spiritual gifts to any_one. That was 
reserved for the apostles (Acts 8: 14-19). Further, the 
word "meta" is used in I Timothy 4:14 which accurately 
states that the gift which Timothy received came "with" 
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. This may not 
settle the question, but the Bible is balanced and we have 
additional information. In II Timothy 1:6 Paul wrote, 
~~For which cause Jput·thee in remembrance that thou stir 
up the gift of God, which is in thee through the laying on 
of my hands. " A significant word here is "dia" or 
~~through." Therefore, we understand that it was in 
"conjunction with" the laying on of the hands of the 

Can God Save A Man Who Dies In Sin? 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Thirdly, God cannot save a man who dies in sin 
because God must be true to Himself and to man. If 
God failed to love His offspring He would not be infinite in 
love. And man is the offspring of God (Ac. 17:28; Gen. 
1:26, 27). And God loves man (Jno. 3:16; Mat. 7:7-12). 
But, God cannot compromise eternal principles even for 
man! If God were to close His eyes to man's sin, He 
would be false to Himself in His ultimate recognition of 
the heinousness of even one sin. He would have to "play 
like" sin isn't bad, when it cannot be anything but bad. 
God can never compromise Himself so that he ceases to 
love good. 

And He cannot fail to recognize the direct ontological 
connection that exists between righteousness and peace 
on the one hand and between wickedness and pain on 
the other. Heaven for the righteous and hell for the 
wicked are not arbitrary selections made by God. They 
are the inevitable destinies of moral creatures (Mat. 
25:46; II Pet. 2:4; and compare Mt. 8:29). Before the 
creation of anything, God was alone. He was righteous, 
and He was at peace. But, after creation when sin 
entered the world, a justifiable, painful, and necessary 
destiny inevitably awaited the wicked (Mat. 25:41, 46). 
God cannot punish the righteous and save those who die 
in sin because He cannot be false to Himself or to reality. 

And He cannot be false to man. Man must be taught 
that sin matters. If God were to save even one man who 
dies in sin, He would be announcing to men, angels, and 
demons that sin is not a serious matter. That would also 
be saying that God, then, doesn't matter and that the 
way that man lives doesn't matter either. And thus God 
would be in the situation of encouraging sin on man's 
part and, thus, become (in a sense) a partner in crime. 
But, God would have to be true to man, and thus He 
would hold before him the truth that man, in seeking his 
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elders and "through"or .. by"the laying on of the hands of 
the apostle Paul that Timothy received his gift. Thus the 
question of who laid hands on Timothy to impart to him 
the gift of the Spirit is forevermore settled. We need to be 
careful in our Bible study and remember that any 
interpretation placed upon a passage must be in harmony 
with the teaching of related passages. 

I\ challenge you to study the Bible. Be dilligent in your 
pur~\Jance of the lessons of the sacred Book. The 
unlf~~rned wrest it to their own destruction. Let us never 
be a\partaker of their evil deeds. 

If men are going to teach false doctrine, they will have 
to re-write or wrest the Bible for in its entire content it 
does not teach one point of false doctrine! The blessed 
Book divine is balanced in its content, complete in its 
message and perfect in every way. • 

own good, must seek the salvation of .his soul; he must 
get out of sin (Ac. 17:27; Mt. 11:28-30). 

Anytime someone says that God is powerful enough 
to save someone who dies in sin, he has set up God's 
attribute of power in conflict with God's attribute of 
holiness. And such is a gross mishandling of divine 
attributes. It is not flattering 'to God for someone to 
suggest that His power includes the ability to save those 
who die in sin! Such would constitute an attack on His 
holiness! 

Fourthly, God cannot save a man who dies in sin 
because He must gladly support the exclusive 
efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ. Did God send 
Jesus to die for nothing? If God could save a man who 
dies in sin, then the cross was totally unnecessary. If one 
man could be saved without the blood of Jesus, then all 
could. And if all could, then Christ's death was not only 
unnecessary, but as it was involved in God's eternal 
purpose, it was barbarous and brutal, and a catastrophic 
mishandling of the complete issue of sin. But, the fact is 
that Jesus tasted death for every man (He b. 2:9). If God 
cannot but punish those who count the blood of the 
covenant an unholy thing, can He count the blood of His 
Son as nothing? (Heb. 10:26ff). 

If God wants all men to be saved, and if He could save 
all men even though some die in sin, then He would 
certainly do it! God does want all men to be saved (II Pet. 
3:9; I Tim. 2:4), but the fact that He will not save those 
who die in sin (Mat. 25:46; Mk. 16: 16) shows that He 
cannot do so! Such a thing is. beyond the power of God 
and would constitute a flagrant attack upon His holiness. 
God cannot save a man who dies in sin, for such a thing is 
not accomplishable by divine power. 

Box 865 
Cookeville, TN 38501 • 
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I Biblical Sermons I 
THE MESSAGE OF JOHN, 

THE~LDERNESSPREACHER 
F. Furman Kearley 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. "I love John, the Baptist. He has so ma ny great 

qualities a good preacher must have." 
(I) Humility 
(2) Courage 
(3) Straightforwardness 
( 4) Unselfishness 
(5) Conviction 

2. Someone has described John and his preaching in this 
manner: 
" He was a good man and enjoined upon the J ews first 
to cultivate virtue and to put in p ract ice righteousness 
toward one another, and piety towa rd G od, and then 
to come to his ba ptism, for thus only would the 
baptism be acceptable to God" (Josephus, Antiquities, 
SVIll, v. 2). 
(I) This sounds like a great sermon outline. 

a. Cultivate virtue 
b . Practice righteousness 
c. Be pious toward God 
d . Be baptized 

(2) This is not a modern description but our fif th mos t 
ancie nt - the testimony of J osephus. 

3. Our four ins pired accounts are much more complete 
and a uthoritative- Matthew, Mark, Lu ke, John . 

4. How do they d escribe "The Message of John, the 
Wilderness Preacher?" 

I. The Message of John Was: 
I. " Praised be the God of Israel": 

( I ) "Who has wrought redemption for his people; 
salvation from our enemies and from the hand 
of a ll who ha te us" (Luke 1:68, 7 1). 

(2) W e must praise God in our message. 
2. Exaltation and identification of the Messiah. 

(I) " Beho ld the lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the worid" (John I :29, 36). 

(2) " After me comes a man wh o existed before me; 
for he was before me" (John I :30) . 

(3) " I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove 
out of heaven; and it abode upo n him" (John 
1:32). 

(4) " I have seen and born witness that thi s is the son 
of God" (John I :34). 

(5) "I a m not the Christ" (John I :20). I am bearing 
witness to the Chris t. 

(6) "I am not worthy to unloose the latchet of his 
shoe,.. (John I :27). 

(7) "Make ye ready the way of the Lord , make his 
paths straight" (Matthew 3:3). 

(8) We must exalt Christ as Messiah. 
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3. Repent or perish. 
( I) " Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at 

ha nd" (Matthew 3:2; Luke 3:3). 
(2) " Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of 

repentance" (Luke 3:8). 
(3) Many today preach a cheap grace and leave a 

deadly impression that one ca n be saved in his 
sins. 

(4) Jesus as Joh n preached repent or perish (Luke 
13:3, 5). 

(5) So we must preach. 
4. Baptism unto remission of sins ( Mark I :4, 5). 
5. T rust in action not ancestry. 

( I ) " Begin not to say within yourselves, ' We have 
A braham to our father"' ( Luke 3:8). 

(2) Having A braham as a physical fa ther would not 
make them acceptable to God; o nly o bed ie nce 
would. 

(3) Having a heritage in the restoration movement 
will not save us; on ly going back to the Bible 
a nd obeying Christ's a nd God's wi ll. 

6. Fruit bearing and quality co nt rol. 
( I) " Every tree tha t brings not fort h good fr uit is 

hewn down , and cast into the fire" (L uke 3:9; 
l\11atthew 3: 10). 

(2) We must bear good fr uit and constantly test 
our fru it. 

7. Condemnation a nd judgment. 
( I) "The axe lies at the root of the trees" and fruit-

less trees are cut and hurned. 
(2) Many preach a doctrine ol untversal ism. 
(3) C hrist teaches sinners will be punished in hell. 
(4) We must preach the judgment of God. 

8. Practice benevolence. 
( I) " What then must we do? H e who has two coats, 

let him impart to him who has none; and he who 
has food, let h im do likewise" (Luke 3:10, II). 

(2) The_ H oly Spirit emphasized this again and 
a gam. 
a . Matthew25:31-26. 
b. I J ohn 3:17, 18 - " But whoso hath the 

world's goods, and beholdeth his brothe r in 
need, and shutteth up his compassion from 
him, how doth the love of God abide in him? 
My little children , let us n ot love in word, 
neither with the tongue, but in deed and 
truth." 

(3) Christ set our example "who went about doing 
good and healing all who were o ppressed of the 
devil" (Acts 10:38). 

(4) We m ust preach and practice benevolence. 
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9. Practice justice and fairness. 
(I) John said to tax collectors, "Exhort no more 

than that which is appointed you" (Luke 3: 14). 
(2) God has always demanded justice and fairness 

in every phase of life. 
10. Peace and tranquility. 

To the soldiers he said, "Do violence to no man 
n~ither exact anything wrongfully; and be content 
with your wages" (Luke 3: 14). 

II. The Message of John Was Determined by His 
Mission. 
I. John is a sterling example to preachers because he 

executed the mission for which he was sent. 
(I) He preached Christ and prepared the way for 

the Messiah. 
(2) He did not pervert his mission and use his 

position as an opportunity to foster other 
mterests. 

2. His mission is clearly stated. 
(I) The Holy Spirit guided Zacharias to express it 

at John's birth (L~ke 1:67-79). 
(2) The evangelists express it (Mark 1:2-6; 

Matthew 3: 1-6; Luke 3:3-6). 
3. Preachers today must be faithful to their mission as 

John. 
(I) ~~Preach the word, be urgent in season, out of 

season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long
suffering and teachingn (II Timothy 4:2). 

(2) Do not misuse the ministry as a base for sales 
op~ration, personal ego satisfaction, personal 
gam. 

III. John's Character Gave Credibility To His Message. 
I. John was characterized by humility, meekness, 

unselfishness. 
(I) He came not exalting himself but the Messiah 

(John 1:19-28). 
(2) He pointed to the lamb of God (John 1 :29-38). 
(3) He preached that he must decrease but Christ 

must increase (John 3:30). 
(4) Preachers today must hide themselves and exalt 

Christ and be examples of humility, meekness, 
unselfishness. 

2. John was characterized by conviction. 
(I) He believed in his mission. 
(2) He believed that Jesus was the Christ - the 

Messiah. 

(3) He b~li~ved in his message and preached it with 
conviction. 

(4) Preachers today must have conviction: 
a. That we are fellow-workers with God. 
b. That God is; Christ is his son; the Bible is his 

word; the church is his kingdom. 
c. That man is lost without Christ and faithful 

submission to him. 
3. John was characterized by courage. 

(I) Courage to preach the unpopular doctrine of 
repentance and to preach it forthrightly without 
apology. 

(2) Courage to defy and challenge error-ridden 
. religious leaders - the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

(3) c.o'!rage to .reject conformity to dress codes, 
dining practices, and social customs (Matthew 
3:4-5; Mark 1 :6; Matthew II: I6-I9). 

(4) Courage to confront the leader of his nation and 
demand that he bring his life into harmony with 
God's will. 

(5) Preachers today must have courage: 
a. To preach the whole counsel of God - both 

the popular and the unpopular. 
b. To defy religious error and religious leaders 

- both those who take from God's word or 
those who add traditions and command
ments of men to God's word. 

c. To reject conformity to the sinful, harmful 
practices of men. 

d. To confront our leaders and demand they 
bring their lives and programs into harmony 
with God's will. 

e. To be prepared to go to jail or death as we 
preach against homosexuality, adultery, etc. 

4. Preachers character today must be such as to give 
credibility to our message. 
(I) There is a great credibility gap between leaders 

and people; preachers and listeners; churched 
and unchurched. 

(2) The credibility gap must be closed by practicing 
what we preach. 

5. John was a great preacher because: 
(1) He was a good man - "non greater born of 

women.n 
(2) He had perfect message - God's will. 
(3) This is unbeatable combination. 

P. 0. Box 7669 
Abilene, Texas 79699 

Why Do Many Refuse To 
Repent? 

Dan Rogers 

The Bible plainly reveals the fact that it is God's desire 
that all men "should come to repentance"(II Peter 3:9). 
This is God's desire to such an extent that he "now 
commandeth all 1nen every where to repent "(Act~ 17:30). 
Yet, in spite of both God's desire and command, the sad 
fact is that much of mankind, including many brethren, 
refuses to do so! Why is this the case? 
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Without presuming to judge the motives of anyone 
who falls into the category of those who refuse to repent, 
for after all, "Who among men knoweth the things of a 
man, save the spirit of the man, which is in him?" (I 
Corinthians 2: II), I would like to present at least a partial 
list of some of the reasons, as drawn from the Word of 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Why Do Ml!ny R~fuse To Repent? 
(Co nttnucd !rom I age 5) 

I 

God. as to why ma ny, including numerous o rctnren , 
va rious ly refuse to re pent of thei r sins. 

To begin with, for some it is simply a matter of loving 
their sins too much to let go of them and turn from them. 
Suc h ones love da rkness ra ther tha n lig ht (J o hn 3: 19-2 1). 
They love the world more than they do the Lord (I J ohn 
2: 15; II Timoth y 4 : 10; C o loss ia ns 3:2). 

For others, it is a case of choosing to reject the 
commandments of God, a nd instead choosing to hold to 

the precepts a nd t rad itio ns of me n (Ma rk 7:6-9). 

Again, some do not have a love of the truth, and so 
therefore refuse to have God in their knowledge ( II 
Thessalo nia ns 2: I 0; Roma ns I :28). As a result, God se nds 
them a working o f e rro r, permitting them to be blinded to 
the t ruth by the god o f thi s world. in o rd er that they might 
believe a lie ( II T hessa lo nia ns 2: II ; II Corinthians 4:3-4). 
T hese a re ones who have " itching ears, " a nd who thus 
"heap to themseives teachers a ft e r the ir own lusts" ( II 
Timothy 4 :3). 

Once again, there are some whose hearts have been 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3: 13). 
Their consciences a re no lo nge r good a nd pure ( I 

Timothy I: 19; 3:9). No lo nger d o their conscie nces 
co nvict them of sin (J o h n 8:9). R ather, th ei r consciences 
are d efiled , bei ng seared over as with a hot iron (Titus 
I: 15: I T imothy 4:2). T hus, t heir s ins no longe r bother 
them . 

Finally, for some it is a matter of pride, prosperity, 
prestige, power, and such like ( II T imot hy 3: 1-7). T hey 
become "puffed up," thus refusing to repent of their sins 
( I T imothy 6:3-4). They teac h " things whic h they o ught 
no t , for filthy lucre's sa ke" (T it us 1: 10-11 ). They love the 
praise of men more than they do the praise of God (J o hn 
12:43). And like Diot rephes, they d esire to have the 
preemi nence a mong men (Ill J o hn 9). 

T hus, it is to be seen that the re are a num ber o f reasons 
as to why ma ny who a re caug ht up in sin, incl ud ing 
numerous b rethren, refuse to repe nt of their sins. Yet, fo r 
wha tever the reaso n, just a s the Bible is a bund a nt ly clea r 
with regard to God 's desire a~ command fo r all of 
ma nkind to come to repenta ce, so it is li kewise 
abunda ntly clea r with rega rd o the conseq uences of 
man's not repenting, a s our Lord wa rns: "/tell you, Nay: 
but, excep1 ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" ( Lu ke 
13:5)! 
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Larry Stewart, Mary Tucker, Debbie 
Combest, Melody jennings. Morris 
Webb, judy Stewart, Deryl House, Terry 
Dulton, and Tommy Stewart, Diredor. 
All worship at Central Church of Christ, 
Tulia, Texas. 

6 (834) 

Record 8-Track iCasseuc Unit Price Price 
Sing fo Me of Heaven $7.00 
Victory In Jesus $7.00 

Go With God $7.00 
--

In The Image of God $7.00 

Sing Me A Song About Jesus $7.00 

•when All of God's 
Singers Get Home $7.00 

add $1.25 single, add 25cr for each additional item 

Postage and Handling _ _ __ _ 

TOTAL ____ _ 

Name ______________________________________ _ 

Street or Box ---------------------------------

City, State, Zip -------------------------------

His Image Singers 
Box 205 
Tu lia , Texas 79088 

Phone Orders 
(806) 995-4334 or 995-2561 
(No collect calls, please) 

Payment Required Prior to Delivery. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-DECEMBER 13, l';IIIJ 



Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

"COMPONENTS OF A SERVANT'S 
HEART" 
(I Timothy 6:1-10) 

David E. Hanson 

Jesus' life on earth was spent in servitude (Phil. 2:7) to 
God the Father (Luke 2:49; John 5:30, 8:28, 29, 49; Matt . 
26:39). We are to follow in His steps (I Peter 2:21). In 
becoming Christians we put to death (Col. 3:5; I Cor. 6:9-
11) and buried (Rom. 6:4) the old man who behaved 
contrary to God's will, and there was raised a new man 
that vowed. to be a faithful "servant" of God through 
Jesus Chnst (Rom. 6:1-17). First Timothy 6:1-10 
discusses three components of a servant's heart -
subservience to OTHERS, subservience to THE WORD 
OF GOD, and subservience to SPIRITUAL VALUES. 

Verses one and two discuss SUBSERVIENCE TO 
OTHERS. These verses talk about servants of God who 
were also servants of men. When slaves became 
Christians it did not dissolve the master-slave 
relationship. First Corinthians 7:20-24 teaches that if 
political freedom could be achieved one should work for 
it. If not, abide in the slave situation because one can be a 
faithful Christian as a slave. Spiritual freedom is far more 
important than political freedom. 

Slaves under the "yoke" of slavery were to regard their 
masters worthy of "honor" by showing respect and being 
cooperative. This behavior was to prevail regardless of 
how underfed and overworked they were by their non
Christian masters. Failure to do so would result in God's 
name and His doctrine being blasphemed. Those 
potential observers of disrespectful and uncooperative 
behavior on the part of Christian slaves would speak 
against Christianity - thinking this 'was the fruit of 
Christianity. 

Two much needed lessons emerge from verse one. 
When one claiming to be a Christian does not live as the 
Word of God instructs it contributes to "blasphemy'' 
against God and His doctrine. Also, there is no such 
thing as a "faithful" or "sound" brother who does not live 
right. If he is not living like the Bible teaches he is not 
"faithful" or "sound." Christian living and Christian 
doctrine are two sides of the same coin. Both are 
essential for acceptance with God. 

Verse two addressed the situation of both slave and 
master obeying the gospel. When this took place it did 
not change the political arrangement of the master-slave 
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rela~io~ship. Three reasons are then given as to why a 
Chnstlan slave should render even greater service if his 
master was a Christian. 

While verses one and two deal with the master-slave 
relationship, the underlying principle taught here applies 
to all interpersonal relationships - the principle of being 
subservient to the welfare of others. Slaves, upon 
becoming Christians, were to be even more respectful 
and cooperative so that their earthly masters would 
prosper not only temporally, but most important 
spiritually (Matt. 5:16). ' 

Christians are to "in lowliness of mind each esteem 
other better than themselves" and to "look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). To be "meek" according to the 
Bible means to develop a controlled desire to see the 
welfare of others prosper. True Christianity will cultivate 
a servant's heart - one subservient to others' welfare 
not greed for fame and opulence that some "great ones'~ 
(Acts 8:9) among us display. 

Verses three, four and five discuss SUBSERVIENCE 
TO THE WORD OF GOD. The teachings of the New 
Testament are described as "wholesome words" (those 
that produce spiritual health) "even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to the doctrine which is according 
to godliness." When followed these words of Jesus 
produce godly living. 

Verse three teaches that "every man" (even the rich 
and secularly educated) should "consent to" (i.e. submit 
to by integrating into one's life) the teachings of the New 
Testament . In other words, "every man" should be 
subservient to the Word of God. "Every man" should 
"teach" the "Word of God." 

This principle was invoked to guide Paul's initial 
readers in the matters preceeding verse three. But the 
principle of subservience to the Word of God is 
applicable to all matters. Verses four and five fo llow with 
heaven's analysis of the character of those who refuse to 
be subservient to ,the Word of God. 

. (Continued on Page 8) 

7 (835) 



"Components Of A Servant's Heart" 
(Continued from Page 7) 

God says the false teacher is "proud." He considers 
his own beliefs and opinions superior to those of God. 
His pride prevents him from submitting to the teachings 
of the Bible. God says the false teacher "knows nothing." 
This is just the opposite of how he views himself. False 
teachers profess themselves to be wise and in the 
process they become fools (Rom. 1:22). They always give 
the appearance of learning while continuing to resist the 
truth (II Tim. 3:7-8). 

God says that these false teachers "doted" (i.e. had a 
"sickly" interest) in matters that did not pertain to the 
Christian religion (e.g. the genealogies which had served 
their purpose and had been done away with- I Tim. 1:4; 
Titus 3:9; Eph. 2:15). The results were strife, envy, 
railings and evil surmisings. God says false teachers are 
"corrupt" and "destitute of the truth." Religion was 
merely an avenue to accumulate material gain. And the 
more they obtain the more "godly" they became in their 
own eyes. 

The Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul commands 
Timothy to withdraw from all false teachers -those who 
will not be subservient to the Word of God. 

Verses six through ten discuss SUBSERVIENCE TO 

SPIRITUAL VALUES. Some in Paul's day, as in our 
own, did not understand what is to be valued. 
"Godliness" (i.e. believing and living like God teaches) 
coupled with "contentment" (being satisfied with the 
necessities of life) is "great gain." This is what we are to 
pursue, not the amassing of possessions. In commenting 
on death, others have observed that we leave all we have 
and take only what we are- our character, not our 
possessions, travels with us into eternity. 

Those who desire to have riches are ensnared into 
"many foolish and hurtful lusts." That road leads to 
drowning in destruction and perdition. The "love" of 
money is a root that produces all kinds of evil thoughts 
and acts. Those who covet money have "erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows." 

Notice that one cannot be in good standing with God 
while "loving" money or coveting after possessions. This 
type of life pierces the soul with heartaches, anxiety, 
worry, resentment and bitterness-rr\any, many sorrows. 
These verses teach us not to bow/ at the altar of the: 
material, but to be subservient to spiritual values. 
"Godliness" and "contentment" are supremely 
worthwhile- they are "great gain." 
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In Light of the ·scriptures 

WHAT ABOUT THE SHROUD OF 
TURRIN? 

Burton Coffman 

Speculations about the Shroud of Turrin and the 
notion that this relic might have been associated with our 
Lord in his buria l have found much interest in the last two 
or three years. The New Testament records regarding the 
true facts will be of va lue to God's people in making up 
their minds as to what connection, if any, this shroud has 
with Jesus Christ. 

It is not denied here that the so-call ed "Shroud of 
Turrin"could be very old; nor is it denied that old stories 
a bout it have alleged that it was part of the grave clothes 
of Jesus. On the other hand , we affirm that the New 
Testament record, an inspired record , makes it 
impossible to believe that it had any connection with 
Jesus' burial. 

There are four sacred accounts of Jesus' burial: 

Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth ( M t. 27:59). 

Joseph bought a linen cloth, and ... wound him in the 
linen cloth ( M k. 15:46). 

Joseph took the bod y down .. . wrapped it tn a linen 
cloth (Luke 23:53). 

Joseph and Nocodemus took the body of Jesus and 
bound it in line n cloths with the spices (J n. 19:40). 

The differe nt words used here are not contradictory, 
for all of them are needed to reveal all that occurred 
(quotations are from ASV). 

Did they wrap, wind , or bind the body of Jesus in the 
linen cloth? THEY DID ALL THREE!Todenythisisto 
deny the word of God . Did they keep the linen cloth in 
one piece while they did so? Certainly not! They first cut 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director, at P. 0 . Box 597. 
Vacaville, CA 95688. or call 707/ 448-
3557. 
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it, making it into swathes, or cloths as John's gospel has 
it, making medical-type bandages like one we can still see 
in the Cave of Macpelah, where the Patriarchs of Israel 
are buried. John went out of the way to tell us that they 
did it "as the manner of the Jews is to bury" (19:40). Well, 
look there at the bodies of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, 
Rebekah, Jacob and Leah; are they buried in a shroud? 
No! They are "wound" like mummies, just as Mark said. 

Note too that the plural "cloths" is used in John. The 
noted Greek scholar Brooks Foss Westcott said that, 
"The exact word for cloths in the Greek is the d iminutive 
form which is found in the Greek medical writings for 
bandages." Thus John's account supplements the 
synoptics, showing tha t the clean linen in which Jesus was 
buried was first reduced to bandage-like stripes in order 
to facilitate the "winding" of Jesus in it. This also explains 
John's amazement that the Lord had risen through the 
grave-clothes, proof enough that Christ had risen from 
the dead! If the Lord had been buried i11 a "shroud" 
(which is nowhere stated in the New Testament), no such 
proof would have ex isted in the grave-clothes. 

Those who seek a contradictio.n in the New Testament 
must hunt for it somewhere else! 
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WHAT TO DO WITH IT? 
Wayne E. Harvell 

The BIBLE that is! Recently some friends told me of a 
preacher, who, when it came time for the sermon (the 
study of God's word), informed the audience that he had 
not prepared anything so they would just spend the time 
in fellowship. 

I have heard of situations where "sermons" were 
delivered without a single reference to or from the word 
of God. Perhaps the lack of Bible preaching is just one 
step away from no Bible study (sermon) at all . 

Would we be disturbed if someone decided to leave off 
the Lord's Supper or prayer or singing? YES! But to 
leave off preaching? MAYBE! Some folks want the 
sermon shorter. They might be satisfied with no sermon 
at all. Then what next? At one time God's church was 
known as a "Bible toting, Bible quoting" people. Why do 
we have this degeneration of Bible study? 

Would you believe some folks use their Bibles for 
paper weights or allow them to occupy space on a book 
shelf? Others have them displayed for all to see their 
"righteousness" on the living room table. Have we 
reached the point that the word of God is not a part of 
our lives or our worship? 

Apostasy is nearer than we care to admit. From the 
beginning, God's word has emphasized living as students 
(Deut. 6:6-9). David described the righteous man as 
delighting in the law of the Lord and meditating in it day 
and night (Psa. 1:2). Moses told the people all the words 
of the Lord and the people all said "we will do what the 
Lord hath said" (Ex. 24:3). Paul gave instructions to study 
(II Tim. 2:15) and stated that the scriptures can make us 
complete (II Tim. 3:16, 17). John closes the New 

Testament with the admonition that the man is blessed 
who heeds the words of the prophecy (Rev. 22:7). 

"Back to the Bible" has been the restoration plea. To 
prevent apostasy and follow the exhortation of scripture, 
we must become devout students of the Word of God. 
All are students and all are learning every day, but what 
are we learning and how are we applying the learning? 
Many study but fall short of being devout students. You 
see, the devout student makes a practical application 
of what is learned. 

There are those who want to be devout, but they are 
not students. They will not accept the discipline of study 
and learning. On the other hand there are many who are 
students, but they are not devout. They are interested in 
intellectual knowledge with too little interest in prayer 
and service. It is well to be a student of the word and to be 
devout, but better to be a devout student (Heb. 2:1; Jas. 
1:22-25). 

David was a devout student of God's word. He 
treasured its comfort and instruction. It was a joy and 
delight for him to study the scriptures (Psa. 119:129, 
130). 

Paul wrote of how the Bereans searched the 
scriptures daily (Acts 17:11). We too should study 
because the word of God gives us hope (Jn. 3:3, 5), peace 
(Jn. 16:33), and assurance (I Jn. 5: 13). What do you do 
with it? The Bible that is! Read and heed. 
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Do you want a B.A. degree with a major 
in Bible? 
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 
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by 
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NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

• Permanent record of the Eighth Annua l Sptritual Sword 
Lectureship, of the Getwe ll Church of Christ. Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

• Wntten by 36 Btble scho lars - all faithful members of 
the Lord 's church. 

• An expos ttton of the enttre book o f Romans. 
• 367 pages: 37 chapters. 
• One chapter dea ls w tth Introductory matters. 
• One chapter se ts out an over-a ll look at Romans. 
• Twenty-live chapters set out an exposttton of the Sixteen 

chapters o f the book ol Homans. 
• Ten chapters se t out an mtenstve look a t a parttcular 

doctrtne (for example, t ruth. the covenants. salva11on. 
the Chns t tan life. etc.). wh tch ts dealt wtth tn the book 
of Romans 

• The 36 writers are: C. W. Bradley, Robert Brown. 
Franklin Camp. Curtis Cates. Winfo rd Clatborne, Gary 
Colley. Darrell Conley, Andrew Connally, Phil Davts. 
Mac Deaver. Roy Deaver. Garland Elktns, Ra lph 
Gilmore, Dan Goddard, Virg tl Hale, A lan Htghers, Terry 
Htghtower, Bi ll Jackson. Glenn J obe, Kenneth J ones, 
Dub McCitsh, Noel Mendeth. Max Miller. J erry Moffttt, 
Gobel Music, Flavll Ntchols, Charles Pugh, Pau l Sa in. 
Btlly Smtth. Dick Sztanyo, Robert Ta ylor . Rex Turne r, Sr .. 
Thomas B. W arren. Charles Wtll tams, Wendell Wtnkler . 
Gary W orkman. 

o rder from 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . BOX 1001 JON ESBORO, AR K. 72401 

f"i&m1 FIR ST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TW O W EEKS 
~ Benullfuily bound tn blue cloth wtth gold lettenng s 13 95 (plus S 1.25 postage and handling) 

12 1840] FIRM FOUND A l iON-DECEMBER 13, 1983 



HAPPINESS EXPLAINED 
A SCRIPTURAL STUDY 

A new book by Bob Rigdon that 
app lies the Scriptures to everyday 
living for your happiness and the 
happiness of those close to you. Over 
300 Scriptures are referenced. Bible 
answers to loneliness, depression, 
sexual confusion and frustration. 
"Love" and Self Concept are discussed 
in depth. 

A faith building book fo r every day 
prob lems of living . 

This is a companion book to Discovering Yourself - The Key To 
Understanding Others, which was written f rom a philosophical and 
psychological viewpoint and published by Tyndale House Publishers. 

Bob Rigdon has been preaching for 31 years, the last 27 years fo r the 
Church of Christ in Sylva, NC. He now serves as one of the elders. Over 
the last 5 years he has held over 100 Gospel Meetings. 

Al so he is a professor o f counse ling in the graduate school of 
Western Caro li na University. In 1980 he was chosen from over 300 
teachers to receive the Pau l A. Reid Distinguished Service Awa'rd for 
making the greatest contribution to the University. 

Either boolynay be purchased directly from: Bob Rigdo n- P. 0. Box 
985 - Sylva, NC 28779. 

Discovering Yourself Total Cost $5.98 (131 pp.) . 
Happiness Explained - A Scriptural Study -Total Cost- $6.79 (176 

pp.). Dealer inq uiries welcomed. 

Wanted: Full-time Fund raiser 
for Christian Camp. Salary, 
Commission, and Expenses 
paid. Send resume, references, 
and p icture to Jeff Walker, 308 
Nimrod, Edmond, Ok. 73034. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-806-87 4-1804 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep o n ha nd regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure. un lea vened bread for com
mun ion pu rpu~es. Ele ven wafers in the 
~mall ca rto n a nd three of these cartons to 
the la rge ca rt on - all carefully sealed ~o 
11 w11l keep mdefi nitely. Every congrega· 
11o n should have o n hand a good ~upply a t 
dll timeo. Pncc: Large carton e<1ch $3. 75. 

F irm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
BIBLE C.ORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

SIXTEEN BIBLE LESSONS 
1. A Background Study o f the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testa ment and the New 
3. From the Crea tio n to the Conq uest o f Canaan 
4. From the J udges o f Israe l to the Resto ra ti o n of the Jews 
5. Understa nding Your ew Testament 
6. The Life of C hris t 
7. T he Two Covenants 
8. The Establishment of the Church 

9. F irst Christian Converts 
10. How the C hurch Grew 
11 . T he Conversion of Saul 
12. The First Genti le Converts 
13. J usti ficatio n By Faith 
14. By Grace Are Yo u Saved 
15. Religious Authori ty 
16. T he Grea t Restoratio n 
Answer S heet 

EMPHASIS ON THE MAJOR DOCTRINAL POINTS OF THE BIBLE 

WRITTEN BY A DISTINGUISHED, DEDICATED BIBLE 
STUDENT, HIGHLY RESPECTED IN THE BROTHERHOOD, 

H. A. (B USTER) DOBBS 
HAS BEEN WIDELY USED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

PRICE: $1.25 per Set; 8 cents for individual lessons; answer sheets 25 cents each . 

Order From: FIRM FOUNDATION, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 
1-904-433-4258 

FIRM FOUNDATION- DECEMBER 13, 1983 
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BIBLE- BOOK STORE 
Literature Eor the Church and ~orne 

3512 E. ~ighland Phone 932-7079 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS 72.01 

Dear Brethren: 

We at the Bible Book Store are happy to be able to furnish the extra service of a WATS 
line by which you may phone in your order at no cost to you. 

Arkansas 
Nationwide 

1-800-632-4568 
1-800-643-6448 

We charge no service fee for packaging and/or handling. We'll be happy to send you a 
copy of our current catalog at your request. Just call us on the afore mentioned WATS 
number. 

Our Bibles are always at least 10% below the regular retai I price. Some are more than 10% 
less. 

We carry a good supply of the following; 

Visual Aids, Attendance Charts and Seals, Bible Commentaries, Bible Dictionaries and Bible 
Atlas. 

Other Reference Books for Aids to Bible Study are: 

De Hoff's Class Workbooks, 20th Century Christian Literature, We Learn to Live Series
Firm Foundation, Use Your Bible Workbooks - Bennie Lee Fudge, Bread of Life Series -
Quality Publications, God's Eternal Word Series, Gospel Treasure Series, Living Bible 
Lessons Series, Living Way Series. 

Also; 

Willard Conchin's Studies on the New Testament and the Old Testament, Granville Tyler's 
Studies of the New Testament and Old Testament, Wendell Winkler's Books, Rubel 
Shelley's Books, James Meadows' Books, J. A. McNutt's Books and many others. 

We stock VBS material 

On Hard Back books for Church Libra~ies only, we allow the church a 15% discount. 

Our Communion Cups are the hard clear plastic design - $12.95 per 1000. 

Communion Bread - $1.50 per box. 

We are open Six Days Per Week - Store Hours Are: 
9:00-5:00 
9:00-12:00 Thursday 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed especially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 

· DIRECTORY 
A?lsiA -ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 DeBarr 
Rd., 99608. Will contact rolatives or friends in Alaska. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7583 or 663-7427. 
All'N MILITARY - UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 
and 6:00P.M. Wod. 7:00P.M. Call 883-2650 or W. P. Jolly, 
Min. 796-2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-6800, 2707 S. 

Lamar. St •• Denver, CO 80227. 
BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4860 Saufley Road 
Pensacola, Florida 32506 

Phone 466· 7695 
Sundoy Bible study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00 A.M •• 6:00 
P.M .• Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M •• Max R. Miller. 
Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufley Road 

Pensacolo, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-463-3426 

Full 2 year program. V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 
BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
classes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 
866-43B3. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 
Brlsto~ Virgin!., bst Bristol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 1·703-889· 
1896, Konnoth Chambers, Minister. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN HOLLYWOOD 
600 N. Rossmore (at Clinton) 

Los Angeles 90004 
Tel. (213) 483-6352 

Sunday: Classes 10 AM, Worship 11AM, 6 PM. Ministers: 
Robert Blair and Dale Unge. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
8:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston. Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs. 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana· 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M .• Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davis. 
Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet 1914) 
462-0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78745 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and 
receive special lessons on many subjects. For Free 
Information write: Sunset Church of Christ. 2432 27th St .• 
Lubbock. TX /9411. 
Wuhington, D.C. .ue•-20 minutes from our nation's capital. 
Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd.. Alexandria, 
Virginia 22301. phone (103) 836-3083 or 971-4147, Mark 
N. Hicks. Evangelist. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th SL Sunday- 10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Ph. 344-3~60. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-874-1804 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responslblo for ovangolism 
program on campus of University of Arkansas at Monticello. 
Salary commensurate with qualifications. Send resumo. 
transcript, and 3 letters of reference to Dr. T. Bently Wigley, 
Chairman. Search Committee. Monticello Church of Christ, 
P. 0. Box 485, Monticello, AR 71656. Position available 
Nov. 1 or until suitable applicant found. For additional 
information call (501) 367-3919 (day) or (501) 387-9640 
(night). 
Full-time evangelist needed challenging mission congregation 
of 75 members. Been established 24 years. East Providonco 
Church of Christ. Please writo for details: Richard Klzirian; 53 
Davis Ave •• Cranston, Rl 02910. 
NORTH TEXAS CONGREGA nON SEEKING RDIRED MINISTER 
who Is not ready to retire, but would like to continuo class 
teaching with emphasis on personal work. Nice house 
furnished. Must have own income. If Interested write to: 
Elders, Iowa Park Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 520,1owa Park, 
TX 16387 or phone 817-592-5415. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbeden, Germany, seeks preacher. 
Torma: Married, both strong in personal work. 3 year 
contract. partial support may be required. Send resume, 
family picture and sermon/lesson cassottes to: Ron Coslett. 
PSC Box 4652, APO Now York 09833. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 50 seeking 
retired. semi-retired or can work part time. We can provide 
some support. Ploase send resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 67, Buckeye. AZ 85326. 
Young, grow1ng congregiltion needs • m.n to come •nd work 
with them. Mission area with support available. Call 319-653· 
2329, 319-728-8871, or 319-653-3312, or write to Church 
of Christ, 835 S. Avo. D. Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Milture, friendly, person•ble evangelist avaD•ble with 24 ye.n 
experience and good references from each congregation. 
Interest lies in a long term faithful work. Dalton W. Graves, 
Box 465. Mt. Vernon, TX 76457, Phone: 2\4-537-4129. 
Mature. hard-working individual and family counsellor 
available immediately to work with congregation or Christian 
agency. Trained In ministry with B.A. in Bible from OCC and 
completing Theses on family problems and how to deal with 
for MSW. Experienced in working with young people and 
their families involving all in Christian activities. Four years 
experience in working with families in crises including foster 
care and adoptions. Very sound In scriptures. Age 29, married 
with two children. Phone 1714) 240·1013; Donald Hale. 
3479 Paseo Flamonca; Son Clemente, CA 92672. 

!'!;::~: H:!t~o~~::n :i:~~~c?n ~~~~S:s~~~d ~e~~l. !: 
well as full time with self supporting congregations. Past 1 0 
years worked with mission churches with outside help. Partial 
support available, or would work with congregation needing 
no help. Contact Geo. Hook. Rt. 7. Box 1192, Defuniak 
Springs, FL 32433, Telephone (904) 892-3037. 
Sound mature, gospel preacher desires congregation. Call T. 
A. Grice. 817-893-5852. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK 310 OFFSET PRINnNG MACHINE with plate maker 
and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 612-664-7672 or 
512-884-365~. 

ARE YOU A FUTURE DEACON OR ELDERJ Who trains deacons 
to serve? How do elders loam to teach and lead? We train 
them by correspondence. Over 1200 have enrolled since 
1978. Sound doctrine. Only cost is 88 textbook. Write 
Southern Calif. School of Evangelism. 7201 Walnut Ave .. 
Buena Park. CA 90620. 
Golden Harvest Hymns, 2nd Ed. by Tllllt S. Teddlle. Contains 
88 songs. 79 written by T. S. Teddlie. Price 8 3.00 per copy or 
82.50 for 10 or more. Tillit S. Teddlle, 3624 Norcross; Dallas. 
TX ~5229. 
OLD COIN COLLECTION - some good - some bad -
850.00 and well worth it or return for a full refund. Old silver 
dollars, dated 1878, 1880, 1881.1882. 1921, 1922,1923 
- eithet" for $15.00. All seven 8100.00. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Ref: Bank of Sharon. Postpaid. R. W. Simmons, 
Sharon, Tenn. 38265. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

85.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78746 

PAPER CUmR for sale. Antique laver action Challenge. On 
legs. Cuts full ream of paper 18" wide. Excellent condition. 
Ideal for church print shop. 8550 FOB Kerrville, Texas. Call 
512-257-8148. 8 o.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Cue For The Christian Pollcem•n 
Torry M. Hightower 

P. o. 8~~·:9: ~~.:.r::.\t 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICAnONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 
FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, 
SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, REUEF HOUSEPARENTS, and 
OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE 
EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN 
APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS SKILLS IN 
MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, CAMPUS 
BEAUTIFICAnON, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, OTHER 
THAN HOUSEMOTHERS. SHOULD BE ADEPT AT FILING, 
NURSERY EXPERIENCE. NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE 
GROUP FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING. OR COMPUTER 
AND MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT 
DEMPSEY SIMPSON AT (512) 589-T/25 (day) or 589-
2236 (night/weekends). or write to Route 16, Box 75, 
Medina. TX 78005. 
BUS WANTED- 86 passenger. Prefer donated and in good 
shape. Call collect 208-733-7805 Church of Christ. Twin 
Falls. Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 
FREEl Small congreg•tlon In mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on Wednesday nights. 
Want to do mission work? Contact Church of Christ. Box 
213, Sabotha. KS 66634 or call 913-284-2022 or402-855-
4376. 

FREE CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christian with wide range of 
experience with congregations (both wit hand without elders. 
and as an older himself) has developed a ministry to aid in tho 
restoration of New Testament church order. Practical and 
sensible ideas deeply rooted in God's word are brought to 
bear upon the local congregation and her organization, unity. 
and work. 

For more information including resume write or call Charles 
Graham. Box 1985, Richardson, TX 75080. Tel. (214) 369-
4381. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ In Vernal, Utah h.u some 7S good song 
books which have been used but are in good condition. We wish 
to make them av•llable to some mission congregation or c•mp 
which might be able to use them. They ilre free except for the 
cost of post•ge to deDver them. Cont.d: Earl WoociMd, Vern•l 
Church of Clvlst. P. 0. Box 231, Verno11, Ut.h 84078. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe to? 
IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to finish my 
last year at the BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL. 
For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4654 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32506 
(904) 453-3426 
INVESTIGATE! The Firm Found•tlon tries to screen .dvertising, 
•nc:l wiD not knowinldy tHe questionable advertising. But It Is tlie 
re•der's responslbllfiy to lnvestlpte. Uke any other paper, we 
sometimes unwittingly run an unworthy •d. As the old saying 
goes, before you invest. investlptel 

Let's all build the firm foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Cub Rate - $11.00 per year (pre~id). 
Minimum five subscriP.tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congr~ation 
pays for the paper to &e sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents ~ issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~ year 
per subscription (Prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) ts mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 centS per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membenhlp diredoryof the Lord's Church 
where you worship. Speedy service, reasonable price. Send 
for information and free sample directory. Spangler Church 
Directory Printing Service, P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn. CA 
96603 or call 1916) 885-6776. 

MISSION MINDED CONGREGA nON NEEDED 
Need a congregation or congregations to assume 

bond program on 5 year old building, located on 
200'x300' lot on Highway 43. South, known as 
Southside Church of Christ, Grove Hill, AL. 

For more information and history of church call V. 
P. Black, Chickasaw. AL 205-467-7619 or H. D. 
Jones. Jackson, AL. 205-248-5159, or Carl White. 
Jackson, AL, 205-246-9224 or Cliff Jones. 
Jackson, AL. 205-246-9841. 

Also. there is a 3 bedroom house locotod directly 
behind church building that can be purchased for a 
ministar's homo. For more Information, contact Carl 
White, Jackson, AL, 206-248-9224. 
Mississippi Enngelist Needs $400 in Monthly SupporL 
Good references. Thirty-one yQJS experience; 19 in 
E.ut Mississippi mission field. Send Inquiries to: G. F. 
bines, P. 0. Box W, Newton, Miss. 39345. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee. OK 
74801. 
WANTED: FAMILY INTERESTED IN DOING PERSONAL WORK 
FOR THE CHURCH IN lOW A. Income plus fringe benefits. No 
ability to speak from the pulpit required, however, must be 
competent in conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Call 1-515-236-3460. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 
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SHELLED 

PECAN 
HALVES ~·Y 

*GUARANTEED FRESH* 
"FRESH FROM THE TREE TO YOU" 

ADVANTAGES IN ORDERING FROM US: 
1. WE ARE LOCATED IN THE HEART OF "PECAN COUNTRY" AND 

BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE PROCESSOR. 
2. THE PRODUCT HAS NOT BEEN ON A STORE SHELF FOR 

MONTHS ... IT IS FRESH! 
3. THE PRODUCT IS GUARANTEED •.. YOUR MONEY 

WILL BE REFUNDED IF YOU ARE DISSATISFIED. 

4. EVERYTIME YOU 8UY FROM US YOU 
HELP FURTHER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
IN SOUTH GEORGIA. 

SOUTH GEORGIA 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

" QUALITY EDUCATION IN A CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT" 

1731 BEATTIE ROAD ALBANY, GEORGIA 31707 

------------~----------------------------------------

PRICE PER POUND 

EAST OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER 

I POUND 
14 .75 

2·8 POUNDS 14.50 

9-20 POUNDS ' 4 .25 

OVER 20 I'OUNDS '4 .00 

WEST OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER 

'5 .25 

'5 .00 

'4 .75 

'4 .50 

ORDER FORM 

SHIP TO: 
NAME _______________________________ __ 

ADDRESS 
CITY _ ____ STATE _ _ __ ZIP _____ _ 

PHONE NUMBER (WITH AREA CODE) ____ __ _ 

PLEASE SHIP TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS: 
All PRICES INClUDE SHIPPING AND HANDliNG 

QUANTITY PRICE 

THANK YOU 
FOR 

YOUR 
HELP. 

TOTAl 

All orders must be accompanied by check or money order for the total amount 
and mailed to SOUTH GEORGIA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY , 1731 BEATTIE ROAD . 
AlBANY , GA. 31707. 



1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HA JIING THIS SEAL, THE 

1983 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Austin, Texas, December 20, 1983 No. 51 

:;>:!\&~~GOD WILL DO WHAT IS 
RIGHT 

By 
F.:.wtk:G Wo ~ ~ 
Whlte'u ~ Rd, ~ dl ftfiQ Johnny Ramsey 

In a stirring scene, recorded in Genesis 18, we learn garner the sad dividends of such folly (Num. 16). Moses 
that when Jehovah makes a promise we can expect it to missed the promised land and Ahab died in rebellion 
come to pass. Abraham is pleading on behalf of Sodom because of transgressions that need not have been 
and Gomorrah because Lot and other loved ones are co.mmitted. Paul's graphic words of inspiration fit here 
there. God has agreed to spare those cities on the plain if perfectly: 
just ten righteo4s are found therein. However, when 
Abraham cannot locate such a small number those cities 
are destroyed. Such events are written for our learning 
(Romans 15:4). 

In our own flippant society very few take God and the 
Bible very seriously. Situation ethics, cheap grace, weak 
preaching and computerized thinking have combined to 
make our day secularized to the core. Nonetheless 
Romans 3:4 still echoes down the corridors of time ..... 

"Let God be true and every man be found a 
liar." 

Psalms 66:7 reminds us that Jehovah ruleth by his 
power forever whether nations, rulers or libertines 
accept that arrangement or not! A. L. Murray was right 
on target with these words: 

"Though we face wars and struggles 
And feel their goad and rod, 
We know above confusion 
There always will be God." 

God, who cannot lie (Numbers 23:19), will not 
clear the guilty (Nahum 1:3) for He is not like us (Psalms 
50:21). His words will judge us (John 12:48) so, therefore, 
we know that everything is not relative. Truth is well
defined and it alone can make us free (John 8:32). Uzzah 
learned the hard way that when the Creator says 
something we ought to pay attention. In Numbers 4:15 
an emphatic warning is given that Uzzah clearly violated 
(II Sam. 6) to his own demise. The sad saga of Korah is 
another example of folk who war against their Maker and 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked." 

YES, IT IS AXIOMATIC THAT WE REAP WHAT WE 
SOW (Gal. 6:7). 

David genuinely repented (Psalms 51) but the sword 
never departed from his house (II Sam. 12) because 
he had sown bitter seeds of ruin by his immoral actions. 
Since "God is no respecter of persons" it makes no 
difference who violates heaven's will; they will suffer the 
consequences of their own decisions (Romans 2:11). 
Jehovah will honor His immutable word! 

You and I live under the very same promise. God will 
keep His integrity. The problem is with men and women 
and their offspring who try to be wiser than the Almighty. 
When we think we can make God in man's image we are 
sadly mistaken. We ought to sincerely sing: 

"Guide me, 0 Thou great jehovah 
Pilgrim through this barren land 
I am weak but Thou art mighty 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand." 

I (Continued on Page 5) 
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Editorial ... 

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY 

We are saved by grace through faith and we are created in Christ Jesus 
for good works "which God hath before ordained tha( we should walk in 
them" (Eph. 2:8-10). We understand that the faith of a Christian is the 
foundation of his godly life which must be characterized by good works. 
Our works demonstrate our faith. If the works are not there, the faith is 
dead and we are not saved. We have only deceived ourselves. 

No book in the New Testament is more practical than the book of 
James. I have often contended that James is as fresh as tomorrow 
morning's newspaper and as practical as shirt pockets and sliced bread. 
The book of James list numerous tests of faith. These tests can help <;>ne 
evaluate his life in Christ. For example in chapter one ~e learn that our 
faith is tested by: (I) Our attitude toward ourselves (I: I); (2) Our attitude 
toward our temptations (I :2-4, 12- f.S); (3) The ·way we j>ray (I :5-8); ( 4) 
Our appreciation of the gifts of life (I: 16-17); (5) Our control of our 
tongue and temper (1:18-20); (6) Our relation to the word of God (1:21-
25); and (7) Our practicing pure religion (I :26-27). Others could easily 
find more tests of faith in the chapter, and so goes the entire epistle. 

In James 2:14-26 the discussion is centered on FAITH. Three types of 
faith are listed. First, the passage deals with a DEAD FAITH or a faith 
that someone claims to have, but by actions it is made obvious that no 
such faith really exists (2: 14-17). Verse 17 plainly states," Even so faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being alone." Secondly, James discusses 
EMOTIONAL FAITH (2: 18-20). He pointedly states, "Thou believest 
that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith without works is 
dead?" Neither of the above come anywhere near being practical. Third, 
James discusses OBEDIENT FAITH (2:21-26). He uses Abraham and 
Rahab to illustrate the point that "by works (obedient faith) a man is 
justified, and not by faith on/y"and concludes "For as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also"( I :26). Anyone who 
even begins to try can understand that. Our religion must be a DOING 
religion. 

But not only is Christianity a udoing" religion; it is a DAILY DOING 
RELIGION. It is practical. It gets down to where we live on a daily basis. 
It is necessary to be obedient to God's word on Sunday, but it is also 
necessary to be submissive to His will on every other day of the week. 
Perhaps one of the problems of our day is that too many people have a 
.. Sunday Religion" but live like the world the rest of the week. And, could 
it be that the problem is further demonstrated by people who TALK an 
active religion but never seem to get around to doing anything? They may 
KNOW what is right, but DOING what is right is another story. An old 
farmer often described his ··christian activity" with the phrase, ··well, 
I'm not making much progress, but I'm well established." One spring day 
when he was getting out some logs, his wagon sank into the mud in a soft 
place in the road. Try as he would, he could not get it out. As he sat on top 
of the logs viewing the dismal situation, a neighbor, who had never 
appreciated the often used phrase of the farmer greeted him by saying, 
.. Well, brother, I see you are not making much progress, but you must be 
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quite satisfied for you are well established." That well 
established wagon in the sink hole is .a perfect picture of 
the spiritual life of a large number of people. They have 
obeyed the gospel and attend worship faithfully. They 
know the truth, but they never really become involved in 
daily living for Christ. Somehow they have managed to 
escape that part of Christianity. 

It has been observed that "faith alone" is like ZERO in 
arithmetic: no matter how often it is repeated, it 
represents nothing; however, when there is added to it the 
UNITS of our obedience, then our faith becomes 
meaningful to others and has PRACTICAL value. 
Christianity is worshipping on tl:te first day of the week; it 
is Bible study, preaching the gospel and caring for the 
widows and orphans. But, Christianity is also giving a 
tract to a friend lost in sin; it is visiting someone in the 
hospital to make their day a little brighter; it is taking 
food to a family who is ill; it's paying your bills, 
controlling your temper and setting a proper example 
before your neighbor; it's giving a cup of coldwater in the 
Master's name. You know as well as' I that it is easy to do 
the BIG things for God, but it is in the little kindnesses, 
the humdrum details of life that our true Christian 

character is most accurately mirrored, and that is when 
Christianity's practicill aspects are most easily seen. 

I read the story of a testimo~ meeting held in the south 
by a visiting Methodist preacher. ~t the service a woman 
arose and began to relate in detail how much comfort her 
"religion" gave her in time of trouble and how it enabled 
her to do great things for God. "That's fine, sister," 
commented the visiting preacher. "But how about the 
practical side? Does your 'religion' make you strive to 
prepare your husband a good dinner? Does it make you 
keep a neat house for him? Does it make you want to keep 
his clothes clean and mended?" Just then he felt a yank on 
his coattail; looking around he discovered it was the local 
preacher seeking to get his attention. There was a sense of 
urgency on his face as he hoarsely whispered, "Press dem 
questions, Doctor, press dem questions.! Dat's my wife!" 

Yes, we all need to "press dem questions" home to our 
own lives. Through our faith we have been saved by the 
grace of God. But it must be an obedient faith, and the 
results must be a PRACTICAL, DAILY Christianity. If 
this is not the way things are then we are deceived, for we 
are not true followers of Jesus Christ. • 

CHRISTIANS DO NOT SHUN THE 
DOCTRINE OF DIVINE GRACE -
THEY JOYOUSLY PROCLAIM IT! 

During my college, seminary and university years, I 
spent quite a bit of time studying under denominational 
professors and in associating with fellow-students who 
were members of various denominations. In listening to 
lectures I often heard the accusation leveled against 
members of the Lord's church that they teach salvation 
by meritorious works and not in salvation by grace. 
This accusation was usually accompanied by the 
affirmation that members of the church (the church of 
Christ) believed that they earned salvation by the 
works which they did. Also, this sort of discussion (on 
the part of both faculty and students) usually involved 
the further accusation that members of the church 
believed in "water salvation" rather than in salvation by 
the blood of Christ! 

I just want to say that never at any time did I hesitate to 
make clear in such situations that God's people were 
being misrepresented by such accusations. Also, I want 
to make clear that I do not presently hesitate to make 
such clear wherever the situation may call for me to do 
so. 

I have been listening to gospel preachers preach the 
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Thomas B. Warren 

gospel all of my life, and in all of those years, I have never 
heard even one gospel preacher contend that any one is 
saved by meritorious works. The truth on this matter is 
that grace, faith, love and acts of obedience all have 
crucial roles in God's plan of salvation. 

If. men are saved, they are saved by the grace of God 
(Tit. 2:11; Eph. 2:8-9; Acts 15:11; et. al.). No one is- or 
can be -saved by meritorious works (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 
11:6; et. al.). But this truth does not mean that men are 
saved only by grace (on the part of God) without any 
works at all (on the part of men). If grace were the only 
consideration, then all men would be saved (Tit. 2:11). 
Yet, Jesus made clear that "few" would be saved, in 
contrast to the "many" who would be lost (Matt. 7:21-
23). While God offers- through His grace- salvation 
to all men (Tit. 2:11;.cf.: John 3:16; Heb. 2:9), thisofferis 
not unconditional! God offers salvation to all men, but 
He conditions that offer with the contingency that men 
by faith lovingly obey the requirements which are sent 
out in God's word. Even though men are saved by the 
grace of God - and not by any meritorious works -it is 
still the case that Jesus taught that it is those who do the 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Christians Do Not Shun The Doctrine Of Divine 
Grace - They Joyously Proclaim It! 
(Continued from Page 3) 
will of God who enter the kingdom of God (Matt. 7:21-
23). The writer of Hebrews made clear that Christ (~y 
whom the grace of God is offered to men, John 3:16) 1s 
the author of eternal salvation not to those who say, "I 
am saved by the grace of God, so there is nothing for me 
to do," but to those who obey him (Heb. 5:8-9). 

It should be obvious to any man who has studied the 
Bible to any profit at aU that no man can be saved without 
trusting in the grace of God (i.e., without trusting in God 
to save him by the saving power of the blood of Christ, 
Rom. 5:8-9), but it should also be obvious that one 
appropriates the grace of God by lovingly obeying the 
instructions which God has given to man in His word 
(Gal. 5:6; James 2:24-26; Matt. 7:21-23; Heb. 5:8-9; II 
Thess. 1:7-9; et. al.). 

While some men may not like it, the Bible still teaches 
that even though men are not saved by meritorious 
works, they are saved by the works which God 
demands (James 2:24) in the sense that they cannot be 
saved by the grace of God without doing these works! 
This is the case in spite of the fact that after one has 
obeyed these works, he is still to recognize that salvation 
from sin is a gift, not a wage (Rom. 6:23; cf.: Lk. 17: 10). 

It is not necessary to cast reflection on faithful 
preaching of the gospel in order to make clear that men 
are saved by the grace of God and not by meritorious 
works. 

For many, many years I have heard denomina~ional 
preachers loudly affirm that no man can do anyth1ng to 
be saved. But when Saul of Tarsus asked, "What shall I 
do Lord?," Jesus did not say, "There is nothing which 
any man can do to be saved." Rather, He said, " ... but 
rise, and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do" (Acts 9:6). When, in obedience to the 
instruction which was later given to him, Saul was 
baptized (so that his sins would be washed away, Acts 
22: 16}, he did not earn the remission of his sins by being 
baptized but he did have to be baptized to be saved -it 
was necessary (note Acts 9:6) for him to be baptized in 
order to be saved by the blood of Christ (that is, by the 
grace of God, cf.: Acts 20:24). 

When are men saved by the grace of God? Men are 
saved by grace of God when their faith leads them, as 
penitent believers, to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38). To be 
so saved is not to be saved by meritorious works but 
by the grace of God. Such is not "water salvation," as 
some men claim. It is salvation by the grace of God. 
Involved in "the gospel of the grace of God" there is at 
least some sense in which men act in regard to their own 
salvation (Acts 2:40; Phil. 2: 12). 

On a number of occasions, I have affirmed in public 
debate that, for the penitent believer, baptism 
(immersion in water) in the name of Jesus Christ is unto 
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(to obtain) the remission of past (alien) sins. I will still 
affirm that basic proposition, I have seen no reason to do 
otherwise - the Bible clearly teaches it. 

Also, in recognition that the Bible teaches that the 
gaining of eternal life is conditional (Gal. 6:7-9), on a 
number of occasions I have affirmed in public debate that 
it is possible for a child of God (one sa~ed by the ?Ioo.d 
of Christ) to so sin as to finally be lost 1n hell. I wdl still 
affirm that basic proposition. I have seen no reason to do 
otherwise. 

And, may it be noted that the fact that remission of 
past (alien) sins is conditional and that the fact that the 
gaining of eternal life is conditional in no way 
compromise the fact that men are saved- if they are 
saved at all- by the grace of God! 

For one who knows the Bible, there can be no doubt 
that men are saved by grace. There can be no doubt that 
men are saved by faith. The crucial question is: when are 
men saved by grace? When are men saved by faith? The 
answer is: when they are baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ (Acts 2:38; cf.: Gal. 3:26-27; Rom. 6:3-5; D Tim. 
2:10). And after being saved (after becoming children of 
God) men must "walk in the light" (I John 1:7). Children 
of G~ who die while "walking in the darkness" will be 
lost (I John 1:5-7; Eph. 5:3-14; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8; 
Acts 17:30-31; ll Pet. 3:9; et al.). 

Thus, I affirm- without the slightest fear of successful 
contradiction- that no man can be saved by the grace 
of God without being obedient (doing the acts of 
obedience which taught by the Bible to be necessary to 
salvation) to the will of God (Heb. 5:8-9). The fact that the 
apostle Peter instructed the people on the day of 
Pentecost to save themselves from that crooked 
generation was in no way a forsaking of the doctrine of 
grace. Let no man who wants to uphold the wonderful, 
amazing grace of God allow himself to be so misled by 
the forces of Satan as to deny the plan of salvation which 
the Holy Spirit gave to us through the apostles and 
prophets (Eph. 3:5; cf.: Acts 2:38ff.). 

It is indeed unfortunate that some in the Lord's church 
today have felt constrained to cast aspersions on the 
work of faithful men who preach not only the grace of 
God but also the necessity of certain acts of obedience 
without which - the Bible makes clear- no man can be 
saved (II Thess. 1:7-9; Matt. 7:21-23; John 3:3-5; Acts 
2:38; Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 17:30-31; Gal. 3:26-27; 6:7-9; 
Rev. 2:10; II Pet. 1:5-11; et al.). No true soldier of Christ 
can allow such teaching to go unnoticed. 

May God help us all to be united on the truth which is 
the gospel of Christ. May we all preach the Gospel and 
contend earnestly for the faith. God will not be pleased if 
we do otherwise. No act of obedience to any gospel 
instruction is - or can be - antagonistic to the grace of 
God. 

P. 0. Box 49118 
Algood, Tennessee 38501 
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God Will Do What Is Right 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Jehovah does not have to get our approval. Converse ly, 
we must answer to Him (Romans 14:12). When we 
choose to follow the multitudes who do evil (Exodus 
23:2) instead of joyously and absolutely obeying our Lord 
(John 14:15) we are not thinking clearly! As Amos boldly 
proclaimed so should we comply: 

uHate the evil and love the good." 

When our hearts are not pliable and the door to our 
soul is shut (Rev. 3:20) we soon will become "past 
feeling" with no desire to "seek the Lord while He may be 
found" (Eph. 4:19; !sa. 55:6). We should wisely obey the 
injunction of I Corinthians, chapter seven: 

"Serve the Lord without distra>£tion." 

When we consider a ll that the Father has done for us in 
creation, providence, revelation and reconcilia tion it 
ought to be natural for us to respond in the compelling 
language of the Psalmist... 

"What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me?" 

We cannot escape the wrath promised by God to the 
wicked if we neglect His great salvation (Heb. 2:3) or 
manifest a disdain for divine mandates (I John 2:4). Lest 
we develop an adamant heart (Zech. 7:11-14) let us 
lovingly submit our will to the way of salvation as we 
thank the One, who does all things well, for His abundant 
grace and mercy. We can depend upon Jehovah to do 
what is right. Can He depend on us? Wilkin Bacon wrote 
these c hallenging words: 

"Can He depend on you 
His blessed will to do 
Will you be crowned with the faithful and true 
Can He depend on you?" 

The answer to that question will have a lot to do with the 
population of both heaven and hell! 

&x~5 • 
Rowlett, Texas 15088 

In Light of the .Scrip_tures 

FOLLOWING THE 
COMMANDMENTS OF 

MEN 
Burton Coffman 

orthern Israel incurred the wrath of God and suffered 
punishment by their rejection and their destruction from 
the face of the ea rth. A blunt statement of what provoked 
so eve re punishment was stated by Hosea thus: "Because 
he was content to ll'a!k after mans command" (5: I I). 

Isaiah also put the finger of God 's di sapprova l upon the 
same error: 

··But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their 
doctrines the precepts of men'(29: 13). 

Our Lord quoted thi s very passage from Isa ia h and 
pointed out the practical effect of it : "Ye have made void 
the word of God by your tradition" (Matthew 15:6). 

The~e is a lesso n in this which the followers of C hrist in 
all times should heed. The overriding, paramount 
question regarding my religious action must ever be, 
"Who commanded it? Who ordered it so? By whose 
authority does it stand?" 
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Ephraim (northern Israel) had been commanded to 
worship at J erusa lem; but men changed it to worship a t 
Bethel, Dan, or Gilgal, or even on any high hill. God had 
commanded that priests come from the tribe of Levi; but 
they made priests of any tribes, even of pagans. God had 
ordained that s in-offe rings be made; but Ephraim 
omitted these altogether. Israe l had been commanded by 
the Lord to utterly destroy all of the groves and hilltop 
shrines of th e old Canaanite paganism, but instead, they 
went right on using every .one of them. God had 
commanded "Thou shalt not make unto thee a ny graven 
image but Ephraim set up golden calves at Dan, and at 
Bethel. God had forbidden the immora lities and 
licen ti o usness of the old bull-god cult ; but Israel 
wallowed in it with aba nd on. God forbade the perfuming 
of burnt sacrifices by the use of lea vened offerings; but 
they did it in spite of the Lo rd's command. Etc., etc. , etc. 

(Co ntinued on Page 6) 

5 [849] 



Following The Commandments Of Men 
(Continued from Page 5) 

As a result, that proud and mighty people were carried 
away into captivity and disappeared forever from the 
stage of human history. 

But our present world is filled with people who are 
doing exactly the same in walking after the 
commandments of men, instead of doing the will of God. 
They are doing this· in the so-called "forms" of baptism 
that they teach and practice, and in the non-observance 
of the Lo~d's Supper on the Lord's Day; and they are 
doing it in names, -doctrines, t~eologies, and inn~vatio~s 
received and honored in their churches, and In therr 
. immoralities, violence, adulteries, drunkenness, and 
sodomies which they not merely tolerate but seek to 
justify. 

We are a proud and mighty people now as the northern 
Israel people were of old; but if we do not wish to suffer 
punishment as they did, we should take heed .to the wo:ld 
of the Lord. All of the nations throughout history which 
deliberately forgot God and walked in their own ways 
have perished. · • 

NOTICE TO 
OUR READERS 

In the near future we will again feature the 
news page "FROM THE HARVEST 
FIELDS." We will welcome any news that 
would be of general intere~t to our readers. The 
material should be typed, double spaced and 
generally no longer than one-half page. It 
should include the name and address of the 
author, followed by the news report. Following 
this form will greatly assist us in editing the 
material submitted. The longer the article, the 
less chance it will have of being printed. 

Many have expressed an interest in a "News 
Column" and we are happy to follow their 
suggestions. We are counting on our readers to 
send us the reports. The news page will only be 
as good as our contributors make it. 
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Biblical Sermons I 
' 

"I WILLS" OF THE PSALMIST 
(Psalms 119) 

by James W. Clark 
INTRODUCTION 
This is one of the more interesting chapters in all the 
Bible. It is the longest. There are 22 stanzas and each 
begins with a letter of Hebrew alphabet, 8 verses per 
stanza, Deity is in every verse. The writer refers to 
himself 325 times. He is in the midst of it. Often he says "I 
will" or "I shall". These form his resolutions. 

I. VERSE 8 - "I WILL" OF PURPOSE. 
1. He purposes to do something. 
2. He purposes to do something definite. 
3. That purpose is centered in God's statutes. 
4. This means that which God has prescribed or 

decreed. 
5. His purpose is obedience. 
6. But which statutes? All of them. 
7. Under what circumstances? Under all of them. 
8. Where? Everywhere. 
9. When? At all times. 

10. This is a personal purpose as in the case of Daniel 
1:8, in his heart. 

II. VERSE 15 - "I WILL" OF RIGHT 
THINKING. 
1. Note that it is "I will meditate." 
2. Literally, it means "to talk to oneself'. Just what 

have we said to ourselves? 
3. In meditation we digest and take into the system 

that which we have learned. 
4. The practical results are seen in respect for God's 

ways. 
5. As a pilot has respect for instruments to guide 

him in flight. 
6. As a traveler respects his maps. 
7. Right thinking keeps one on the right course. 

DI. VERSE 16 - "I WILL" OF PLEASURE. 
1. This is the source of joy. 
2. You see delight when children find toys. 
3. You see delight when a letter or telephone call 

comes. 
4. Delight when a certain score appears on score

board. 
5. The world finds this hard. It thinks you take all 

pleasure out by such. Not so with the Psalmist. 
6. Look at the rejoicing in the New Testament (Acts 

8:39, Acts 16:34, II John 4, III John 3, Acts 5:41, 
Luke 10:20). 

7. What would be your great source of joy? 
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IV. VERSE 32- "I WILL" OF VIGOROUS 
EFFORT. 
1. The word "run" implies effort. 
2. A man can walk out of the force of habit but not so 

with running. 
3. It takes added effort to run. 

V. VERSE 45 -"I WILL" OF VOLUNTARY 
ACTION. 
1. In God's law one .has all the liberty he needs. 
2. Verse 96. "But thy commandment is exceeding 

broad." 
3. He is doing because he wants to and not just 

because he must. 

VI. VERSE 46 - "I WILL" OF MISSIONARY 
SPIRIT. 
1. Men before kings. 
2. Joseph, 3 Hebrews, Daniel, Nehemiah. 
3. All of these are a case in point. 

VII. VERSE 62 - "I WILL" OF GRATITUDE. 
1. Arise at midnight. 
2. Just can't sleep, must thank God. 
3. Why do we arise? 
4. What do we keep late hours for? 
5. When others are in bed he is on his knees. 

VID. VERSE 69 AND 78 - "I WILL" OF A 
SEPARATE UFE. 
1. No matter what others do, not him. 
2. He will not follow the practice of others. 
3. They will not dictate by word or action what he 

does. 

CONCLUSION 
What do these resolutions produce? A man with the 
purpose to do God's will. To think of it constantly, and 
delight to do so. This will produce vigorous effort that 
makes one free and voluntary, even before kings, and he 
is glad for such and he will do so no matter what others 
~. . 
Order by phone Toil-free 

1-800-874-1804 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

''FOUR CHARGES TO. 
TIMOTHY'' 

(1 Timothy 6: 11-2 1) 

.l ames W. Boyd 

Our text can be d ivided into four sections of stud y with 
each section centering aro und an a postol ic command or 
direction to Timothy regarding hi s work as an eva ngelist 
and his life a nd responsibi lit y a s a C hrs itian. 

I. "Flee These Things" 

Verses eleven and twe lve fo llow· a discourse on a 
number of evi ls and the disastrous res ults tha t come upon 
those tha t fo llow such things. Paul addresses Timothy as 
a "man of God ," indicating that he is o ne who is 
committed to serving God in this life. In view of the ev ils 
just mentio ned , Pa ul urges Timothy to " Oee these 
things." 

There are times whe n running is not cowardly, but 
wise. It is fo lly to remain in the presence of temptation 
needlessly. It is not wisdom to delibe rately place one's 
so ul in jeopardy. Whe n J oseph was approached by the 
wife of Pot iphar for the purpose of fornication , J oseph 
Oed the scene co mpletely. We cannot a lways a void 
temptations, but we d o no t ha ve to remain in th eir 
presence. There are th ose things tha t ought never be 
named a mo ng Chris tia ns, and we need to avoid contact 
with tha t which is designed by the devil to subvert our 
souls. 

Ra the r tha n remain in th e compa ny of evil, fo llow the 
paths of righteousness, godliness, faith , love a nd 
patience. These qualities will build within us pie ty, 
devotion, resolution , revere nce and stedfa stness. T he 
path we trave l in this life will dete rmine the eventual 
dest ination tha t we reach. 

There are times whe n we must sta nd a nd do battle. We 
cannot avoid facing the ene my rega rdless of how 
hazardo us. We must prove our worth as a soldier of 
Christ and fight the spiritual warfa re that C hris tians must 
wage. Flee, foll ow, fight is the charge given. The result 
wi ll be e terna l li fe to which we a re called by the gospel. 
This is the open commitment we have mad e before othe rs 
tha t we wi ll pursue. 

II. "Keep This Commandment" 

Paul charges Timothy to "keep this commandment." 
The commandment may refer to the im mediately 
preceding verses, or, m ore like ly, the e ntire bod y of truth 
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given through Christ. To emphasize the seriousness of 
keeping this commandment, Paul calls upon the name of 
Him who is the sou rce of life, and His Son, who 
acknowledge His identity even as H e was threa tened with 
death before Pilate (J ohn 18:36, 37). 

Paul instructs Timothy to "keep this comma ndme nt " 
with great attentiveness, not only prese nting it with 
accuracy, clarity and in a manner unblemished by e rror, 
but co nducti ng his own life in a way tha t was cons is tent 
and ha rmonious with wha t he was prese nti ng. The need 
for one to " practice what he preaches" is implied in this 
admonition. 

In this context of giving cha rges to Timothy, Pa ul 
underscores the importance of the teaching by making 
several references to the natu re of Deity. Having 
menti oned God as the source of life, a nd C h rist as His 
Son. Paul affirms the eventual return of Christ in God's 
good time, a nd the rank, authority and superiority of 
C hrist. He is identified as the "only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords ." 

Refe rences to the nature of D eity continue with 
reference to immortal ity and how o nly D eity has 
immorta li ty; that is, He is exempted from death , He is not 
only the give r of life, but only Deity can provide 
immorali ty. Th is is an exclusive realm into which none 
other ca n penetrate except God provide it. 

God dwells in the light to such a degree of perfec tion 
that man cannot attain it. Darkness and light are often 
contrasted in Scripture to depict the distance betwee n evil 
a nd good. The light of God is light to its fullest a nd most 
excellent extent. 

In view of these briefly mentioned qualities of De ity, 
Paul affirms that God is deserving of honor , possesses 
power, and His everlasti ng nature is obvious. Because of 
the na ture of God, the charges from this inspired a post le 
sho uld be considered in a spirit of utmost gravity. That 
which is so connected with Deity must receive the 
complete attention of mankind. 

III. Charge Those Blessed M aterially 

Timothy is a lso instructed to give c ha rge to those who 
a·re blessed ma teria lly. T here is no conde mnation of the 
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riches, but of pride, and of trust in riches. The 
"deceitfulness of riches," (Matthew 13:22) and the fact 
that they can be stolen or decay, makes riches uncertain 
and undeserving of trust. The source of our rna terial 
benefits is God. The things committed to our care can be 
enjoyed, but they are also to be used for the benefit of 
others. Many good works can be accomplished by the 
proper use of wealth and a liberal attitude in sharing. 
Only in this way can one lay up treasures in heaven, as we 
are urged to do in Matthew 6:19-21. 

without profit. Things profane and vain, blasphemous 
and empty, can never bring good. That which is false, 
even when respected by the world, will only produce 
harmful results. There have been those who have sought 
after the useless and erroneous and it has led them a way 
from the salvation that God provides. What a bad deal 
anyone makes to exchange the faith of ~hrist for the 
temporary, poluted, destructive elements around him. It 
is essential in being a Christian to get our priorities in 
order and maintain them. 

IV. Keep That Which Is Entrusted To You Timothy was an evangelist who was to teach others 
also (II Timothy 2:2). Paul was instructing Timothy in 
those things which he would teach others. Therefore, we 
know that these things that Paul taught Timothy are 
relevant and applicable to each of us. When we read what 
Paul charged Timothy, we are also reading what God 
charges us. We do well to make an analysis of ourselves 
and determine how well we are doing in meeting these 
requirements of faithfulness in Christ. 

The fourth charge given to Timothy involves keeping 
that which was entrusted to him. The truth of God has 
been placed in the care of those who love the Lord. It is an 
awesome responsibility to be sure that we handle it 
aright, keeping it free from the dross of error and the stain 
of doctrinal contamination. We have a duty before God 
and man to maintain the simplicity and purity in word 
and deed that the Lord has delivered. Paul wanted 
Timothy to be impressed with that duty. P. 0. Box 1761 

Carrying out this trust meant avoiding that which is 
Tupelo, MS 38802-1761 

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 

How the Splinter Groups in the 
Church Can Achieve Unity 

by 
Norman A. Merritt 

$10.00 
Every elder and preacher should 

read this book. Order from: 

Merritt Meditations 
6040 East Edgemont 

Scottsdale, Arizona 85257 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville. CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-
3557. 

"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfield Heights church of Christ - Indianapolis. Indiana in November. 
1983. There are 33 chapters which detail the parables of Jesus. These are written 
by: John Priola. Ira Rice, Jr., Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver._Melvi~ ~lliott,Jar:nes 
Davis, Fred Davis, Bob Jent. Virgil Hale. Garland Elkms. Wtlham S. Chne. 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick, Dean Buchanan. Harry Darrow. Lindsey War~n. 
Thomas B. Warren. Dan Jenkins. Wally Kirby, Jimmy Thompson. Walter P1gg. 
Jefferey Stevenson, Charles Pugh. Joe Gilmore. H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Varner, Phil Dunn, Grady Miller. Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem are all faithful gospel preachers. 

You will want this book for your library because there is no other book dealing 
with this subject matter available in the brotherhood! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages, $13.95 (plus $1.25 postage). 

Order from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P. 0. Box 17200 

Pensacola, FL 32522 
1-800-8 7 4-1804 

A~- CJ,,.,.'" Undergraduate 

• 

Wanted: Full-time Fund raiser 
for Christian Camp. Salary, 
Commission, and Expenses 
paid. Send resume, references, 
and picture to Jeff Walker, 308 
Nimrod, Edmond, Ok. 73034. 

C I / [D I & Graduate 
Jchoo o 1\etigion Degrees In Blble 

A.M. B.A .• B.S .. M.A. M.Th. 
Full Scllol.tSIIIPS A••·••O'• Fot Full r.m. Sl~td•nrs on.., • ., C•mpus 
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Call Collect tor Dr. A .. A. Tumer. Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

IS020 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery, AL 30117 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-806-874-1804 
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''TEARS OF THE FAITHFUL'' 
Dale Turner 

Our society frowns upon strong displays of 
emotion, especially upon men crying in public. 
Women are allowed more freedom than men in 
expressing their emotions. Maybe this can be traced 
to the idea we were given as children that ~.'only 
sissies cry." Most men will admit that there have 
been times when they truly felt like crying, but 
refrained from it because of what others might think. 

There is nothing wrong with crying! Tears shed 
simply indicate a strong emotional attachment to 
that which causes them. We only cry over~hat which 
we care deeply about. Not many of us would cry over 
losing a game, but few of us could hold back the tears 
upon losing a mother or a wife. 

"Jesus wept" (John II :35). Yes, the Lord shed a 
sympathetic tear over the grief and sorrow 
surr·ounding the death of his friend Lazarus. I'm 
glad he cried. It tells me that he was fuUy identified 
with frail, weak humanity. As the cross drew near, he 
"offered up prayers and supplications with strong 
·Crying and tears" (Hebrews 5:7). The ordeal ahead 
was terrible to contemplate. The tremendous 
spiritual struggle within brought tears to his eyes. 
From this it can be easily seen that tears are no sign 
of weakness. 

Furthermore, the apostle Paul shed tears over the 
things he cared about. We can gain much from 
considering what moved Paul to tears. 

"For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I 
wrote unto you with many tears" (II Corinthians 
2:4 ). This statement refers to his first epistle to the 
church at Corinth, in which he dealt firmly with the 
many serious problems they were having. Who 
would have guessed that in back of this stern letter 
was a man crying with every stroke of the pen! Paul 
loved the church, and it brought tears to his eyes to 
realize her broken condition there. 

··For n1any walk, of' who1n I have told you often, 
and nou· tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enen1ies o.lthe cross o.l Christ (Philippians 3: 18). 
Paul wept when he thought of those who oppose the 
gospel of Christ. Their opposition was in the form of 
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fatally erroneous teaching. His tears were prompted 
by the fact that both the false teachers were lost and 
also those whom they deceived into following them. 
This situation reminds us of Jesus' attitude toward 
those of Jerusalem. "And when he was come near, he 
beheld the city, and wept over it"(Luke 19:41). How 
he desired to gather them unto himself! 

"Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears"(Acts 20:31). Paul shed 
tears of love and attachment for his brethren in 
Christ. He shared their joys and heartaches, and 
taught them daily how to live faithfully. Their well
being was his heartfelt concern. 

What powerful lessons! Ought we not be so deeply 
concerned about the church that when she has 
troubles and problems it brings tears to our eyes? 
Should we not be moved to weep over the lost? Are 
we so tenderly devoted to our brethren that we will 
'~.rejoice with them that rejoice and weep with them 
that weep" (Romans 12: 15). Have we ever shed the 
tears of the faithful? 

Brethren, it wouldn't hurt us to cry once and 
awhile, if not outwardly then inside our own hearts. 
Some things are worth crying over! In fact, we had 
better be so deeply attached to the Lord and his 
cause that we can shed a faithful tear. "Blessed are ye 
that weep now:for yeshalllaugh "(Luke 6:21). "Woe 
unto ye that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and 
weep "(Luke 6:25). The apathy and unconcern which 
seems so overwhelming are soundly condemned by 
these words. 

Our days on this sphere will be filled with trial and 
tribulation, trouble and sadness. But how 
comforting are His promises! "They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. He that goethforth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" 
(Psalms 125:5, 6). "And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes" (Revelation 21 :4). 

P. 0. Box 367 
Middlesboro, K Y 40965 • 
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NEWS ITEM: 

Jerry Moffitt, inst ructor at the Southwest School 
of Bible Studies , Austin , Texas, will debate Jack 
J ohnson, Primitive Baptist from Luling, Texas, on 
the topic of "Unconditiona l Election," January 9, 
10, 12, 13, 1984. 

The discussion will be held in the cafeteria of the 
grade school in Luling, Texas, at 7:00 each even ing. 
Bill Jackson will be the moderator for brother 
Moffitt. 

This deba te is the result of a challenge by Jack 
J ohnson to the churches of Christ. All are invited to 
attend - it will be a great learning experience. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

EUROPE ALPINE TOUR 

FEATURING THE 
OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 

WITH 
FRED AND HELEN ALLEN 

Enjoy the 350th Anniversary Oberam
mergau Pass ion Play While on An Europe 
Alpine Tour - June 24-Ju1y 8, 1984. Share 
thi s Adventure with other Christians. For a 
Full-color brochure write: Fred and Helen 
Allen, Treasure Time Tours, 606 Monette, 
Corpus Chr is ti, Texas 78412 

512-992-5798 

The firm Foundation Series of New Testament Commentaries 
by James Burton Coffman 
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MAuhcw 
M.<•• 
lu~e-

john 
A ( t) 

ROf'l'\-'n!. 
16. fi(Otln lh'-'M 

COMMl HTAlY O N' 
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I &. II Th~~~lonMn" 
f'h·l~mun 

Ht-bte .... \ 
IMnc\ lucte
Re-veMuon 
ell volume ~I t 

<Jirm 
...-----ABOUT TH[ AUTHOR------, 

lames Burton Coffman Is nored for his gifred 
m inistry. his relig ious scholarship and his self· 
less efforts on behalf of o thers. His extensove 
writings .ue rhe Invaluable tools o f religious 
leaders throughout rhe United Stares Mission
aries are currently using these commenr.uies 
o\11 over rhe world. 

A m asterful effort in expository writing .. . setting,, stand.ud in New Testament commentaries. 

A pract ical. scholarly work for sermon preparation. classroom teaching. or personal study. Written 
In a clear scyle and hermeneutically solid. these commentaries make enjoyable and challenging 
reading for the serious Bible studem. 

We now have a full stock on all volumes. Order a complete set now. These 
commentaries makl' wonderful gifts. Prices will increase after the first of the year. The 
volume on Revelation is already a classic. Over one thousand have sold since we placed it 
back in stock. Take advantage of these low prices while you can. 

Send your order to: 
Firm Fou ndation Publishing House 
P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

Individual volumes St0.95 
12 volume setS 125.00 

Add 15% lor delivery and handling. Florida 
residents add 5% sales tax. 

USE TOLL FREE LI NE -CALL NOW Nationa l - 1-800-874-1604 
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SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas '7~701 
(214) 561-5~ht0 
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COMMUNION BREAD 
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COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-LKh box contains 1.000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy hcmdling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and h<we 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of S 13.95 per thouwnd 
OlD[l A YEAI'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensaco la, FL 32522 
1-800-87 4-1804 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Admin istrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tu ition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Studen ts ' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnform~;hon and CatJ;Iog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Btdford 1ror t Worlh). Tuu 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-lour Courses 
• 2.760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tutllon 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\I I t I 

1( - -
" . . ''I 

• Strong 81ble Emphas•s 
• Eslabltshed 1966 
• Appltcaltons now 

Betng Accepted 
• Call or Write lor 

Appltcatton 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A . Cates. Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis. Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 

Jimm y Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

FIRM FOUND A liON- DECEMBER 20, 1983 



CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Ded\Jctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ ·52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/94 7-5403 

''PLANE'' 
TRUTH 
David J. Reynolds 

Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth. As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the 
truth." 

JOHN 17:17-19 

We live in a world of surprising 
contradictions. One week we read in 
the newspapers of people who 
advocate acceptance of evolutionary 
and humanistic teachings as 
something good for our country. 
Then we read the outcries of the same 
people who abhor the shooting down 
of a defenseless civilian airplane for 
what are called "immoral" reasons. 
That is not "Plane Sense!" 

Evolution and Humanism are 
against biblical morality and truth. 
The Bible is truth! Russia does not 
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MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or ull for detail a. P. 0. BOX 24246 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 I 496-4888 

believe in the Bible. Russia believes in 
evolution and humanism ... so what's 
all the fuss? 

I wonder what we expect 
differently from a country which 
teaches its people the very thing some 
want taught in our country. 
Humanism teaches that man is his 
own highest authority. God is 
excluded. Man's happiness is the 
highest good. Moral standards are 
relative. Situational ethics dominate 
one's life. With that kind of life 
philosophy, no wonder the Russians 
do not care about lieing, covering up, 
deceiving, threatening, or shooting 
down airplanes. That's the "Plane 
Truth!" 

Christians cannot accept or 
condone these godless philosophies 
of evolution and humanism. It is not a 
matter of personal judgment; it is·a 
matter of violation of biblical truth. 
Though we personally detest what 
happened to the Korean airplane, we 
are amazed at the hypocritical outcry 
of people who are ignorant in their 
expectations and understanding. • 

Let's all build the Firm 
Foundation. Subscribe for 
your friends and get your 
friends to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years 
$23.00; 3 Years $33.00. Club 
Rate - $11 .00 per year 
(prepaid). Mini~um five 
subscriptions per club: 
Congregational (prepaid) 
when a congregation pays for 
the paper to be sent to at least 
25 members. Churches may 
be billed monthly at 24 cents 
per issue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per sub
scription (prepaid) when a 

. bundle (minimum of 1 0) is 
mailed to one address. 
Churches ·may be billed 
monthly at 22 cents per copy 
per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: 
Post Office Box 17200, 
Pensacola, FL 32522. 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm - "No Floating"- Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFOR'MATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 • IRA/HR-10 {Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ In 
securing $11,541,500 I Included are: 

Central 
Church of Christ 

Wichita. KS. 
$500.000 
Wimberly 

Church of Chnst 
Wimberly . TX 

$190.000 

Metropolitan 
Church of Chr~st 

Ft. Worth. TX 
$100.000 

Southsrde 
Church ol Chnst 

Seattle. WA. 
$70.000 

14th Streel 
Church of Chnst 

West Memphrs. AR. 
$100.000 

Hermrta~e 
Church ol hrrst 
Hermrtage. TN. 

$325.000 

Franklin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heights 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Rapids. MI. Mattapan. MASS. Houston. TX Winston-Salem. N.C. 
$225.000 $130.000 $1 ,350.000 $300.000 

Sycamore View Belmont Central Tempe 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Memphis. TN. Pueblo. CO. Amarillo. TX. Tempe. AZ. 
$600.000 $206.000 $1,400.000 $112.500 

Spruce Street Southwest Southside H ighway 6 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Augusta. AR. Phoenix. AZ . Houston. TX. Alvin, TX. 
$100.000 $915.000 $150.000 $57.000 

Southwest North Davis Myrtle Avenue Centralia 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Pueblo, CO. Arlington. TX. Long Beach. CA. Central ia. MI. 
$350.000 $250.000 $45,500 $90.000 

lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 
Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Denver. CO. Centrevrlle. IL West Memphis. AR. Dallas. TX. 
$100.000 $350.000 $100.000 $270.000 

Church of Christ Park City Beattie Road McComb 
rn Grand Junction Church of Christ Church or Christ Church of Christ 

Grand Junction. CO. Knoxville. TN. Albany . GA. McComb. MS. 
$360.000 $200.000 $625.000 $165.000 

Church or Christ 
Forney. TX. 

$55.000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertis.ing in th!s. section. $1.50 per line. Desig~ed especially to ac~ommodate 

congregations advert1smg meetmg places, preachers seel<mg work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523. 

DIRECTORY 
AlASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd •• 99608. Will contact relatives or friends 
in Alaska. Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 
314. Anchorage. Alaska 99610. Phone 272-7583 
or 663-7427. 

A ll'N MIUTARY - UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N ... E ... St. Sunday 
9:30 8a 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 P.M. Call 
883-2560 or W. P. Jolly. Min. 796-2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD•s BEAUnFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3.168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303-986-6800. 

2707 S. Lamar. St •• Denver. CO 80227. 
BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4860 Saufley Road 
Pensacola. Florida 32506 

Phone 455-7595 
Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00A.M •• 
6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M •• Max 
R. Miller. Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufley Road 

Pensacola. Florida 32506 
Phone 904-463-3426 

Full2 year program. V.A. approved. Max R. Miller. 
Director. 
BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St •• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10: 16; Worship. 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2639. or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write 
about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 1-
81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. 
Phone 1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers. 
Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville. Alabama 36803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M •• Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 
P.M. William E. Wardlaw. Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-1 0 West) 

Houston. Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M •• Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 
P.M. Jim Dobbs. Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M •• Worship 11:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:45 
P.M. Fred Davis. Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRo-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 

4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Texas 78746 

C. M. Homer. Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written 
material and tssts. Also you may join our Tape-A
Month Club and receive special lessons on many 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church 
of Christ. 2432 27th St •• Lubbock. TX 79411. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday- 1 O. 11 a.m. 8a 
6:30p.m. Ph. 344-3750. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-DECEMBER 20, 1983 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Campus Minister, B.A. or M.A. Responsible for 
evangelism program on campus of University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. Salary commensurate with 
qualifications. Send resume. transcript. and 31etters 
of reference to Dr. T. Bently Wigley. Chairman. 
Search Committee. Monticello Church of Christ. P. 
0. Box 485. Monticello. AR 71655. Position 
available Nov. 1 oruntilsuitableapplicantfound. For 
additional information call (501) 367-3919 (day) or 
(501) 367-9640 (night). 

Full-time evangelist needed challenging mission 
congregation of 75 members. Been established 24 
years. East Providence Church of Christ. Please 
write for details: Richard Kizirian; 53 Davis Ave •• 
Cranston. Rl 02910. 
NORTH TEXAS CONGREGA liON SEEKING RETIRW 
MINimR who is not ready to retire. but would like to 
continue class teaching with emphasis on personal 
work. Nice house furnished. Must have own income. 
If interested write to: Elders. Iowa Park Church of 
Christ. P. 0. Box 620. Iowa Park. TX 76367 or phone 
817-592-6415. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation. in Wiesbaden. Germany. seeks 
preacher. Terms: Married. both strong In personal 
work. 3 year contract. partial support may be 
required. Send resume. family picture and 
sermon/lesson cassettes to: Ron Coslett. PSC Box 
4652, APO New York 09633. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 50 
seeking retired. semi-retired or can work part time. 
We can provide some support. Please send resume to 
Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 67. Buckeye, AZ 85326. 
Young, growin_g congregation needs a man to come 
and work with them. Mission area with support 
available. Call 319-653-2329. 319-728-8871. or 
319-653-3312. or write to Church of Christ. 835 S. 
Ave. D. Washington. Iowa 62353. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Mature, friendly, personable evangelist available with 
24 years experience and good references from each 
congregation. Interest lies in a long term faithful 
work. Dalton W. Graves. Box 466. Mt. Vernon. TX 
75467. Phone: 214-637-4129. 
Mature. hard-working individual and family 
counsellor available Immediately to work with 
congregation or Christian agency. Trained in 
ministry with B.A. in Bible from OCC and completing 
Theses on family problems and how to deal with for 
MSW. Experienced in working with young people 
and their families involving all in Christian activities. 
Four years experience in working with families in 
crises including foster care and adoptions. Very 
sound In scriptures. Age 29. married with two 
children. Phone (714) 240-1013; Donald Hale. 
3479 Paseo Flamenco; San Clemente. CA 92672. 
Preacher with varied experience background seeking 
to relocate. Has worked in missions in Rhodesia and 
In USA. as well as full time with self supporting 
congregations. Past 1 0 years worked with mission 
churches with outside help. Partial support available. 
or would work with congregation needing no help. 
Contact Gao. Hook. Rt. 7. Box 1192. Defuniak 
Springs. FL 32433. Telephone (904) 892-3037. 
Sound mature. gospel preacher desires 
congregation. Call T. A. Grice. 817-893-5852. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK 310 OFFSET PRINnNG MACHINE with plate 
maker and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 512-
664-7672 or 512-664-3657. 
Golden Harvest Hymns, 2nd Ed. by Tillit S. Teddlie: 
Contains 86 songs. 79 written by T. S. Teddlie. Price 
$3.00 per copy or $2.50 for 10 or more. Tillit S. 
Teddlie. 3624 Norcross: Dallas. TX 75229. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

$5.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Texas 78745 

PAPER CUTTER for sale. Antique lever action 
Challenge. On legs. Cuts full ream of paper 18 .. 
wide. Excellent condition. Ideal for church print 
shop. $550 FOB Kerrville. Texas. Call 512-267-
8148. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Case For The Christian Poficeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89¢ ~stage 

P. 0. Box 659, SebaStian, fl 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUS WANTED - 66 passenger. Prefer donated and In 
good shape. Call collect 208-733-7805 Church of 
Christ. Twin Falls. Idaho 83307 or 734-4788. 
FREE! Small congregation in mission field needs a 
FREE bus or busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on 
Wednesday nights. Want to do mission work? 
Contact Church of Christ. Box 213. Sabetha. KS 
66534 or call 913-284-2022 or 402-856-4375. 

FREE CONGREGAnONAL WORKSHOP 
Financially independent Christian with wide range of 
experience with cong rogations (both with and 
without elders. and as an elder himself) has 
developed a ministry to aid in the restoration of New 
Testament church order. Practical and sensible ideas 
deeply rooted in God•s word are brought to bear 
upon the local congregation and her organization. 
unity, and work. 

For more information including resume write or 
call Charles Graham. Box 1985. Richardson. TX 
75080. Tel. (214) 369-4361. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 75 good 
song books which have been used but are in good 
conCihion. We wish to make them available to some 
mission congregation or camp which might be able to 
use them. lliey are free except for the cost of ~lage to 
deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe 
to7 
IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to 
finish my last year at the BELLVIEW PREACHER 
TRAINING SCHOOL. For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4654 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola. Fla. 32506 
(904) 453-3426 
INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But h is the reader's responsibility to 
investi,ate. Uke any other laper, we sometimes 
unwht1ngly run an unworthy a • As the old saying goes, 
before you invest, investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriP-tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) When a congr.tion 
pays for the paper to &e sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents ~r issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~r year 
per subscription (Prepaid) when a bundle 
{minimum of 10) IS mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy P-Cr issue. 

SenCI all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 
Mississippi Evangelist Needs $400 in Monthly 
Support. Good references. Thirty-one years 
experience; 19 in East Mississippi mission field. 
Send inquiries to: G. F. Raines, P. 0. Box 97, 
Newton, Miss. 39345. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older 
Brotherhood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens. 
Box 285. Shawnee. OK 74801. 
WANTED: FAMILY INTEREmD IN DOING PERSONAL 
WORK FOR THE CHURCH IN lOW A. Income plus 
fringe benefits. No ability to speak from the pulpit 
required. however. must be competent in 
conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Call1-515-236-3460. 
WANTm TO BUY a good working. used folding 
machine. If you have one to sell or trade. write: 
Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 207. Rising Star. TX 
76471 or call 817-643-6162. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2486. 
Abilene. Texas 79604. 
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Free Nursery (Infants- 5 yr. olds) Available At All Times 

THE FORT WORTH LECTURES 
LEADERSHIP 

DINNER 

Theme: ''THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH'' 
January 8 - 12, 1984 

BOOKS A TAPES 
~ ..m bo pat IDio boolt ..... 
ODd w!l bo ...U.blo lor ....,.
olwiaJ lbo loctunoblp. 

Fer oD oldon. ~ ... -
Blblo School toocbon, ODd lbolt 
wivt• - 'ru.Mc!Q, 6:00 p.m. -
Jamu 0 . Baird - •Pf'dw. 

DISPLAYS 
Pobli&bon,- doolcn. dlild· 
,_., bc:a.... CbrWti&D K:booU. 
-..rcr ..-cl. ole. locol>d lo tho 

~-

Monday, January 9 
ruu: SUBJECT SPEAKER 

9:00a.m. " E•'tf)' M tmbtt Should be EV&JlldJJ;tlc" &rl Buuc:,.,.onb 
10:00 Lm. "Ev&nJ.dinn: Conceptions and MIJC'Onccpuons" Robcn Taylor, Jr. 
11:00 a.m. " Jcsw' Miuion Is My Miulon" Dub McClish 
11:00LI'D. "The Evan.~dUik Churtb ·The Ennacfullc 

Woman" (Prc:pt.tln& M)'Sdf to Rdch Olhcu) LoU McCord 
11~ noaa "~ Evl.ft.ldhuc Spirit" Jack Gny 

1:l0p.m. "EunadUm: ThC" Cbwdt".s Grntcst Ncul" John W&ddey 
1;)0 p.m. OPEl' FORUM Robm Ta)1or, Jr 
J~)O p.m. Evmuta: Break 
6:00 p.cn. Sinaloa 
1:00 p.m. " \\'hat Makf:l the Church Suona?" W. T. H&miiiOn 
,:00 p.m. ''Tht Sc:hool of TyraMus. A Model'' kor C. Dta'" 

Wednesday, January 11 
TIME SUBJEh SPEAKER 

9:00a.m. "The Evanadiak Chwch in lroa.CulUJft 
Countt1d" 

10:00 a m.. "EY'IJlldnm: Hhtock:atly in tbe Cbwc:h" J~ Wtllam 
11:00 a .m. "Tht Role of Un1ty in Ev&n&di$m" &rl West 
11:00 a .m. "The Evan&dbllc Ch1n c:h •• Tbt Evanaebi~k 

Woman" (Sa-.ina 'The Children Thtouah 
~omc En.nadnm) Pat Suba 

12:00 nooa ''Some Thln,Ji I Han lntncd Aft« 40 Ye-an 
M A Prcackt'' C. 8 . Holcomb 

1:30 p.m.. .. EY&Q&dism In the Marke1 Pbcc'' Joe Gilmore 
Z;JO p.m.. OPEN FORUM Roy C~ Dta'ct 
) :)0 p.rn. EVCDinJ B~ak 
6:00 p.m.. Sin&inl 
7:00p.m. ··Preatt~ t he Word" Nnk Pr)-ot 
1:00 p:m. " New Tucamcnt Evanad llm Rcuor~" Bill Humble 

Sunday, January 8 
TIME SUBJECT 

9:0) a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
l:OO p.m. 
6:00p.m. 
7!00 p.m. 

"The- M odd Chun:b'' 
"E-.cqdiw: Pctfonn.a.tu oc Pown of OodY' 
''Th< Rok ol Oul....., Collqo lo Ev.,.dbm" 
"ThC' Sa\'UI& Church fa an Un.s.avcd World" 
''Propc_r Moclvadon• ln Evan.1dink Pfuddna" 

SPEAKER 
H UJO Mt'Cord 
Da>id ROll" 
Terry J ohruon 
Y.E. Howard 
Roy Lanirr, Jr. 

SPECIAL CLASSES 
FOR LADIES 

Theme: 
"The Evangelistic Church 
The Evangelistic Woman, 

Monday - Thursday, 11:00 a.m. 

- SuppOrted by Sister Churches of Christ
Free Lodging UpOn Request 

TIME 
9:00a.m. 

10;00 a.m. 
II :OOa.m. 

II :OOa.m. 

ll.'(lO,_ 

I:JO 
l:lO p.m. 
) :JO p.m. 
$:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.co. 

TIME 
9"00 a.m 

I OOOam~ 

I 1:00 a m. 
I 1:00am 

12:00 noon 

I:.JOpm. 
1:lO p.m. 
J :)()pm. 
600pm. 
1:00 f).m. 
8:00p.m. 

c-u. roc>ardlDp ..m bo ...do"' 
-locau-. ODd "'07 bo ~ -....,. 

MEALS 
Oio-poodqdbo...-..1 .. ·------·---

Tuesday, January 10 
SUBJECT SPEAKER 
"The Fruit of the Spirit" Roy H. l>r:avct 
"Evan1dbm: Oc:aUna Whh Fabc Ooc:trinti" J. Nod Mntdith 
' 'The NtW Fatt of tht Church" T om Oaumc:t 
"Tbc Eva.nadbtk Cburcb - TM EQQ&tUstlc 

Woaw>" (MUJn, l.odld 0..... 
E .... <hlllcl Su.nor Workm.aa 
"Hooor To V.'bom llonor" l.uocbeoo 

(bonoriQI Q , K. WALLACE) e. O.odc Oanlll<r 
'"Too Bwy To Do r.M t..ord'• Work?" Muic: Borca 
OPEN FORUM Joluu>y lWNey 
£,mlna Btcak 
"The. Paucrn ot Orn t Lauknhlp" J ...... 0 . Balrd 

(l.cad<nl>lp Dlnoal 
" Jmu, Tbc Mwct Eva.na:dlat" 0ory Wotknwl 
"Tbc Boot of Aru - Sua:eufuJ Chris.ltae.hy-" Joluu>ylWNey 

Thursday, January 12 
SUIUECT SPEAKER 
" Apolo,ct.k:l and Ewanadum'' Oi<t Snanyo 
''Tht' Cott lovohcd In E'aJlldiJ.m" Robc:rt &ru:cs 
" \\'hat Evanad.ivn Hal Done For Me'' IW<k:awl I'Kbob 
"The E'anJC'Ibl k Churc-h- The Eva.n,dbdc 

Worn tn''(E"anaclltlna Throuah Helpint the 
N<rdyl Mary Okr 

" Hwnorow Tblnp That Ha'e HappcDtd To 
Me A• A Prta.:h«" 

''If the O.urch Doan'l Mauer, Wh&tl" NomaD(;;-
OPEl' FORUM Hanlcuw>~'lcllob 
E'·crun.a Brc:a\: 
Sut&ina 
"'Bcncvolen«! A Door ()ptner 10 Eva.naditm" Bobby Duncan 
• Evan&c.lu.m In lhr Church al Phihppi" Frank Chinn 

NEXT YEAR'S THEME 
" MORALS IN AN IMMORAL AGE" 

January 6 - 10, 1985 

BROWN TRAIL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1801 Brown Trail, 

Neale Pr)Or John Waddey 

I !lOME OF THE BROWN TRAIL PREACHER TRAINING SOIOOLI 
UX:ATEO 3 BLOCKS NORTH OF 1liE 411lPORT FREEWAY (Ill AI Bedford (Ft. Worth), Texas 

l)g~GlR~R..· ·-~ 

- l ad Grav Ror U. l\lrr. Jr. 0.\'kt Roptt J , Nod Mntdlth W, T. Ha.rnllton Bill Hvmbk Ro1 C. Ou'ftf 

51 B~ --
v.e. Ho-rd txc-k $ (11 1\)'0 J~O f\tilnt H.udrman NiChol' e. Cia liCk Oud..IMf 

Johnny kanucy MaJJl' Born. 
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Doctrinal Purity 
Jerry Moffitt 

Does it really matter if someone has a false doctrine? 
Must we always be on guard, watchful, critical and 
careful? When we contend with denominations and cults, 
and false brethren, is it much ado about nothing? Isn't it 
enough to be sincere and loving? W~ say correct doctrine 
is important, and that many souls will be lost due to 
deception. Below are some passages which make us think 
so. 

Colossians 2:8 

Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil 
of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ. 

False doctrine is demon inspired (I Tim. 4: 1-3), but 
since it is used by men, it is called "traditions of men." But 
the key word is spoil. In the Greek it is su/agogeo, it 
means to carry off as spoil- as booty or plunder. The 
war of Armageddon is being fought (Rev. 16: 16). The 
great conflict of light and darkness is on (J n. I :5). You are 
the spoils! You either go with Christ, our warrior King 
(Rev. 19: 11-16), or you are taken as booty for Satan. The 
devise of our capture is false doctrine! So settle only for 
that which is pure, the uncounterfeited word of God (Ps. 
119:9,11,93, 104, 105, 130). 

Colossians 2:18 

Let no man rob you of your prize by a voluntary 
humility and worshipping of the angels. 

Here we are warned of the doctrine of the ascetic. He 
afflicts and humbles his body as if he can attain holiness 
in that way. Then there is the false teaching that one 
might pay reverence to angels. Twice John started to 
worship an angel and the angel, as if horrified. forbade 

him (Rev. 19: I 0; 22:8, 9). Ah, but by such pseudo
doctrine, one can lose heaven. I know that heaven is so 
wonderful we will be unspeakably startled. But without. 
purity of doctrine, we will certainly lose it. 

Psalm 133:1 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! 

Are not these beautiful verses: 

How sweet, how heavenly is the sight, 
When those that love the Lord, 
In one another's peace delight, 
And so fulfill the word. 

When love in one delightful stream, 
Thro' every bosom flows; 
When union sweet and dear esteem, 
In every action glows. 

But Paul said, "mark them that are causing the 
divisions and occasions of stumbling contrary to the 
doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them" 
(Rom. 16:17). 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 
The year of 1983 is now history. Before us is a new year and new 

opportunities in life, both in the physical and the spiritual. Most of us 
have some things we intend to change with the coming of a new year, and 
whatever the changes the ones of upmost importance are those that relate 
to our relationship with the Lord. Following are some scriptures that 
make excellent foundations for a successful new year. 

I. "IT IS FINISHED" JOHN 19:30 

At times this is a cry of defeat and at other times it is the SHOUT OF 
VICTORY. The crowd around the cross may have thought that Jesus 
was announcing the end of his life, but we know that the short phrase had 
a deeper meaning than that. "It is finished" was a shout of victory for 
Christ. He had fulfilled his mission; His life had been filled with meaning 
and purpose; He had successfully obeyed his Heavenly Father; and he 
was announcing the victory. 

There can be no better way to end life on this earth than to be able to 
correctly say, "I have finished my life in obedience to God's will." And, 
what a perfect way to end the old year and begin the new. LIVE IN 
SUCH A WAY THAT ONE CAN BE UNAFRAID AND 
UNASHAMED TO TURN THE OLD YEAR OVER TO GOD AND 
BEGIN AGAIN. 

Was 1983 a year of victory for you? Or, was it a year of defeat because 
you did not have the faith and courage to put God first? 

II. "AND NOW I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW" 
REVELATION 21:5 

This is the glorious promise of the gospel that we all look to. There is 
something magnetic in the word ••NEW." We are raised ••in Christ" a 
NEW creature -cleansed of the old man ofsin(Rom. 6: I-ll). That gives 
us hope and courage. But there is also a ••NEW HEAVEN'' that we look 
to. A new place that never grows old -not in a hundred, million years. 
That gives us staying power and keeps us going. 

Have you ever seen a building badly burned - charred with the fire, 
the heat and the smoke? Then after a few weeks or months of work the 
repair is completed. No longer is there a charred, unusable structure, but 
rather a new, clean, and very usable building stands where the burned 
one stood in the recent past. Dear reader, that is the way it is with mari. 
His life has been burned and charred with sin; but Jesus Christ and his 
gospel holds out something new and better. For those outside of Christ 
there is forgiveness (II Cor. 5: 17). For those in Christ who have sinned, 
there is also forgiveness (I Jn. 1:7-9). When we sin, God will forgive and 
he will give us a fresh start ahd another chance to do right. And, let's not 
forget that for the faithful in Christ there will be a time and a place where 
ALL WILL BE NEW AND THE NEW WILL LAST. That should be a 
strong foundation for us to build 1984 on. 
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III. "TAKE NOTHING WITH YOU FOR 
YOUR JOURNEY, NEITHER STA JIES, NOR 
·scRIPT, NEITHER BREAD, NOR MONEY,· 

NEITHER HA JIE TWO COATS APIECE" 
LUKE 9:3 

When we travel we usually try to ucram" too much into 
our suitcases. If the Journey is long, things th3;t we 

, thought were absolute necessities. become the unbearable 
burdens to be dragged along or perhaps thrown away. On 
my first journey around the world, I took, "just what I 
KNEW I needed." It took one LARGE suitcase, one 
medium suitcase and a briefcase to hold it all. I am now 
convinced (after huge airports in Asia and even larger 
train stations in Eurupe) that on my next such journey a 
briefcase and a nylon flight bag will be more than 
sufficient for the luggage department. You see, 
experienced travelers travel light. 

When Jesus gave traveling instructions to his disciples, 
he had them travel light; He did not want them burdened 
down by needless baggage. We, modern disciples, need to 
learn that lesson with a spiritual application. We often 
carry unnecessary burdens that should be left behind. We 
overburden ourselves with possessions, fears, 
resentments, guilt feelings, etc., and thus create situations 
that hinder us from living the Christian life. The 
instruction of Hebrews 12 to ·~lay aside every weighf' that 
hinders us should be seriously considered by every child 
of God. 

When Paul was in prison in Rome, he had a coat to 
keep him warm in winter, some writing materials, food 
and shelter, the ability and opportunity to teach and write 
God's eternal truths and a large amount of faith, hope 
and love. He was at PEACE with himself and his God. 
THAT IS THE BASICS OF LIFE and how we need to 
learn that! To learn such a valuable lesson would be a 
strong foundation for a successful 1984. 

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 

IJI. "THIS ONE THING I DO, FORGETTING 
THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEHIND AND 
REACHING FORTH UNTO THOSE THINGS 

WHICH ARE BEFORE!' PHILIPPIANS 3:13 

One of the reasons for Paul's success was hisSING LE
MINDEDNESS. He would not be distracted from his 
purpose. He kept his eyes on his goal and concentrated on 
his life in Christ. Often we are too much like children in 
this respect. Have you ever sent a child after some object 
and ten minutes later found them distracted in front of 
the television set? A child often, easily forgets their 
mission. Now, be honest and admit it- we often act just 
like children in our Christian living .. God in heaven must 
become upset with our lack of purpose just like we 
become upset with our children. 

Paul knew the necessity of forgetting what was behind. 
He learned the lesson- don't dwell on the failures which 
are behind - it will hurt you. He also learned the lesson 
.- forget the success, the positions, the power and the 
prestige - to dwell on them will also hurt. 

If a football team plays poorly the first half of a ball 
game, they must learn from their mistakes and refuse to 
let those failures dwell in their minds if they are to 
improve the second half. If their first half play is great 
they must not rest on such success for failure often 
follows such attitudes. All of us have seen teams make a 
mistake or get a bad official call and then dwell on that to 
the extent that their following play caused them to suffer 
defeat. We must be careful to never allow our lives to be 
so directed by external events.· 

We should all strive to be at the peak of our potential 
for the new year that is ahead. We have the wonderful 
opportunity and the marvelous challenge to live the 
Christian life; we have the blessed privilege and the 
awesome responsibility of preaching the gospel to a 
world lost in sin; but we won't come within a million miles 
of doing either unless we determine right now that this 
year we are going to do everything we possibly can to 
build a successful Christian life on the eternal principles 
of God's word. 

-W. S. CLINE, Editor 
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Doctrinal Purity 
(Continued from Page I) 

Now, how is unity shattered!? Paul blames false 
teachers and false doctrine. Let us quit blaming old 
soldiers of the cross for breeches in the peace. When · 
faithful brethren see the ravaging of the church by error, 
when they arise and strap their armor on, and then when 
they go on glorious attack, how dare us charge them with 
the promotion of disunity! Error causes the bitter 
division by intruding itself into what belongs exclusively 
to God - the church. How dare us accuse defenders of 
the faith with a lack of love for unity! We all love peace 
and unity, but may God help us always to love truth much 
more (I sa. 55:10, II; Jer. 23:29: Matt. 4:4; Matt. 22:29). 

Jude 4 

For there are certain men crept in privily, even they 
who were of old written of beforehand unto this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness. and denying our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

You see, there is no end false doctrine will not reach. 
"What's a little false doctrine, a few false teachers?'' Jude 
tells us! If error has its way, the grace of God turns into 
vile evil and lewdness, and Jesus himself will be 
repudiated. So Jude says, "contend earnestly for the 
faith" (Jude 3). God was so careful to let us know in 
advance about these men and doctrines, that Jude says 
they were "written of beforehand." The Greek word is 
progegrammenoi. It is the word we get placard from. 
They were placed on billboards. Christ is our master 
(Greek despotes, from which we get despot). He is ~o have 
absolute ownership over us and uncontrolled power, but 
false doctrine will not have that. It ·will drive a wedge 
between us, and have us deny him. We must cherish pure 
doctrine, for there is no end to which false doctrine will 
go. All we need to do is listen to the denominations to see 
what happens when Jude's warning is not heeded. They 
no longer sing out with a bold stentorian cry about "God 
the Son." He has become merely a good teacher, a fair 
psychologist, a timely leader. As one preacher asked, 
"Did he really know what he was speaking of when he 
spoke of hell-fire?" No, let us acknowledge him as God, 
our all-wise King who poured upon the earth a grace as 
pure and moral as heaven's crystal river. 

II John 9 

Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God. 

How hollow and eerie that sounds: "Hath not God." 
When the veil slides away and eternity reveals the 
transcendent glory and breath-taking love of God, no 
phrase will crush and chill the soul as does that: "Hath 
not God - forever!" But what is the cause of" such 
hopeless misery? They go beyond the doctrine of Christ! 
That is not doctrine about Christ, but doctrine which 
belongs to Christ, which he entrusted his saints. Let those 
who ••care less" about doctrine bear the responsibility for 
the utter despair which settles over those who hear the 
words, .. Hath not God." Yearn for pure doctrine which 
promises such grand benefits (Lk. 1:37; Lk. 11:28; Jn. 
6:63; 8:31, 32; I 0:35; 15:3; 17: 17; Acts 20:32; Rom. I 0: 17; 
Rom. 1:16). 

II Timothy 2-:16-18 

Paul said false and profane teaching would eCJ,t as a 
gangrene and over-throw the faith. His choice of words 
are gangraina and katastrophe. We know how horrible 
gangrene is, how it rots. And the word katastrophe is 
used of Jesus overthrowing the tables of the money 
changers, and of soil being over-turned. This is just the 
kind of thing which happens when a soul is lost. It is 
literally a catastrophe! We ought to dread false teaching 
and strain without limit for the good word of God (Heb. 
4:12; Jas. 1:18; Jas. 1:21; I Pet. 1:23-25). 

Conclusion 

By false teaching we are spoiled, robbed of our prize, 
divided, destroyed, and are led to deny Christ and lose 
God. It eats as a vicious gangrene and overthrows our 
faith. All this happens to those for whom Jesus died. 
Those whom God sought by the gift of His Son are hazed 
away from him by impure doctrine. With grim 
determination, let us arise and let us awaken to the cry of 
the apostle to the Gentiles, "in thy doctrine showing 
uncorruptness" (Titus 2:7). 
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"Come With Us- We Will 
Do Thee Good!" 

Bill Jackson 

After receiving the portion of the law written on 
tablets of stone, Israel was given much more 
instruction of a verbal sort, which instruction fills the 
books of Leviticus and Numbers. As preparations 
were being made to take leave of the mount, Moses 
was obviously moved with affection for some of his 
wife's people, and made a special appeal to one of 
these, Hobab. The appeal is found in Numbers 10:29 
- "We are journeying unto the place of which the 
Lord said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good 
concerning Israel." The next verses indicate that 
Hobab was not inclined ·to go with Israel, and Moses 
made special effort once more, indicating Hobab's 
worth as a guide, and again promising that "what 
goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the same will 
we do unto thee" (v. 32). In this present study, we 
want to make use of the wonderful invitation 
worded by Moses, and to see that the New 
Testament application of this centers on the gospel 
message to the lost, and the place of the obedient in 
the kingdom of the Lord. 

"The Lord Hath Spoken Good" 

The underlying point in Moses' invitation was that 
God had spoken good concerning Israel. How 
wonderful is that truth concerning the kingdom of 
God today- the church of Jesus Christ. Through 
the apostle Paul we are informed that the church is 
the body of Christ (Col. 1:24), and that body is the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all (Eph. 1:22, 23). 
More, we are told that through Jesus Christ we are 
to offer our service to God, in the church (Eph. 
3:21). And at the end of faithful service in this life, 
and when the end comes and the Lord returns, what 
disposition is then to be made of the church, the 
kingdom? Paul deals with this in I Corinthians 15, 
and tells us, "Then cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom of God ... " (v. 24). 
God has spoken good concerning the kingdom of 
his Son, and when men are obedient to the gospel of 
Christ, they are added to the church (Acts 2:47). 
They, in their service to the Lord, are to seek the 
kingdom first (Matt. 6:33), and thus continue therein 
with faithfulness. At the end of their faithful lives, 
and when the Lord appears, the church is then 
placed into the hands of God eternally. The ultimate 
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good! We are, day-by-day, journeying to that place 
known as the home of the soul, and the eternal 
throne of God. This is the good God has promised 
the church. It should have appeal to lost men. 

"Come Thou With Us" 

The church received her marching orders in the 
Lord's giving of the Great Commission: "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved: but he that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark 16:15, 16). At the end of. this account in 
Matthew, emphasis is on the fact that in the carrying 
out of this commission, the .Lord is with his people, 
and his expectation is that they will be faithful in 
this "even unto the end of th~ world" (Matt. 28:20). 
Indeed, Paul stated it in terms of the personal 
obligation he had: "to make all men see ... " (Eph. 
3:9). 

Thus the invitation to all men today is "Come 
thou with us." The gospel is the power of God to 
save, and that power is available for everyone (Rom. 
1: 16). In his work of introduction to the New 
Testament order over a period of more than three 
years, the Lord showed that the seed of· the 
kingdom is the word of God (Luke 8:11), and that 
every kind of accountable heart is subject to, 
responsible to, the Lord and the word (vv. 12-15). All 
men then will stand before the Lord in judgment one 
day, and give an accounting (Rom. 14:12). And all 
men will, following that judgment, be ushered into 
the Lord's presence for eternity, or shall be 
banished from his glory forever (Matt. 25:46). 
Inasmuch as men will exist in some place eternally, 
and inasmuch as God has provided that men may be 
with him in glory eternally, it behooves those who 
belong to God to labor diligently in making known 
the Lord's invitation, and to urge that men see that 
we are journeying to the place the Lord has 
promised us for eternal rest, and that we desire that 
men come and go with us. That is the work of gospel 
teaching, that we can aid men in one day claiming 
their "right to the tree of life, and (that they) may 
enter in through thegatesintothecity" (Rev. 22:14). 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"Come With Us - We Will Do Thee Good!" 
(Continued from Page 5) 

These concerns are the essence of personal 
evangelism, each and every day, using each and' 
every opportunity before us that we might urge men 
to "Come with us." 

"We Will Do Thee Good" 

Throughout the Bible, the great contrast between 
the things of God and the things of Satan is shown. 
The things of God are pictured as the things of light, 
and the domain of Satan is continually said to be 
darkness. Those in sin are said to be those walking 
in darkness (I John 2: 11). Indeed, the whole world is 
seen as lying in wickedness (I John 5:19). And in 
great contrast, God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all! (I John 1:5). For all that is in the 
world, and under the rule of Satan, and so damaging 
to man here and eternally, there is, in God and in the 
things of God, the promise not of hurt but of 
GOOD! In this great confidence, those who belong 
to God urge that their fellow-men follow them in 
obedience, and in entering the kingdom and can 
indeed promise, "We will do thee GOOD!" 

May we now suggest those things of the 
nature of good available to men: · 

( 1) It is good to have the remission of one's sins 
(Acts 2:38). 

(2) It is good to walk in light, and be in fellowship 
with God, the Christ, and all the saints (I John 1:3-7). 

(3) It is good to walk by faith, and to know that one 
has a living hope, rather than a vain and empty one (I 

· Pet. 1:3). 
(4) It is good to know that at the end of a faithful 

life, there is that eternal salvation of the soul (I Peter 
1:9). 

(5) It is good to know that, in following the will of 
Christ, one is living the best possible life in this 
world, exerting the greatest influence for good upon 
all men, and that what follows is eternity with God 
and with blessings beyond numberin·g. 

Once more we have examined an Old Testament 
Text, and while recognizing that we live under the 
New Testament of Christ, we nevertheless are to 
draw needed lessons from the times past. Moses 
offered Hobab wonderful opportunities in that . 
ancient time, and far beyond that in terms of 
blessing is the invitation offered to lost men in the 
gospel. We, in the kingdom of the Lord, are in the 
business of extending that invitation to all men. We 
speak in faith, in full assurance, that the Lord is on 
high, and he keeps his word. Based on that, we can 
say to men in sin, "God has promised good unto 
us. Come thou with us, and we will do thee 
good!" 
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Biblical Sermons I 
THE EFFECTS OF SIN 

(Rom. 1: 18-32) 

J. W. Clark 

INTRODUCTION 

Carl Menniger asked several years ago "What ever 
happened to sin?" Man has given new names to such. It is 
called illness, not evil. "An upward stumble in man's 
progress." This seeks to excuse man and blame his 
ancestors or environment. This chapter and other 
passages will not let man escape so easily. 

Isaiah 59:2. "But your iniquities ... and your sins." 
Romans 1: 18-32.' One has but to read these verses to see 
the act is of man. Such is by choice, not chance. This is 
an act of the will. 

It is noteworthy that Paul shows who is responsible for 
sin in chapter one before he comes to Romans 5:12. Any 
construction placed on Romans 5:12 that says sin is 
hereditary is false. What effect does such have in ~his 
chapter? What does it lead to? What are the 
consequences? 

I. DETHRONES GOD. (v. 21) 

1. They know God. 
2. Who knowing the judgment of God. (v. 32) 
3. This is an effort to get rid of God. 
4. This is the Satanic approach again. (Gen. 3:1-6) 
5. Psalms 14:1 
6. God is not revered now. Men use his name in vain. 

H. DARKENS THE MIND. (v. 21-22) 

1. Man isn't thinking right who tries to ignore God. 
2. Leads to reasoning from a false premise that says no 

to God. 
3. This causes man to make what he thinks the 

standard. 
4. This was the temptation of Satan. "You shall be as 

gods knowing good or evil." 
5. Vain reasoning. 
6. Empty thinking. 
7. Matthew 13:15. 
8. Proverbs 14:9. 
9. John 3:19. 
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m. DEIFIES MAN. (v. 23) 

1. Man changes the glory of God. 
2. Man is set up. 
3. Then worships birds, beasts, and bugs. 
4. Man would substitute what he wants. 
5. Ex. 32:1-5. 

IV. DEPARTURES FROM GOD'S STANDARD. 
(v. 25) 

1. Exchange the truth for a lie: 
2. The genuine for the false. 
3. You have heard of the new morality. 
4. You have heard of situation ethics. 
5. Read Judg. 16:6-21:25. Here one sees the fruit of 

such. Note what happens to the concubine. 
6. "Do your own thing." Do whose? When? Where? 
7. I Corinthians 15:32. "Eat and drink for tomorrow 

we die." 
8. There are some absolutes. (I Cor. 6:9-10, Gal. 

5:19-21, Eph. 5:3-5; Rev. 21:8). 

V. DEGRADES THE AFFECTIONS. (v. 26-27) 

1. Passions become disgraceful. 
2. Man's desires are to be properly directed. 
3. I John 2:15. 
4. Morally perverted. 
5. This is Gen. 19. 
6. What do you want? What are your desires? 

VI. DESTROYS MORALS. (v. 28-29) 

1. Mental perversion. 
2. They don't think right about God. 
3. Filled = Stuffed. 
4. Debases the: 

(1) Character. 
(2) Conduct. 
(3) Conversation. 
(4) Concepts. 

5. They are given up as an abandoned old barn. Filled 
with bats, spiders, etc. 
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VII. DIVIDES MEN. (v. 30-31) Nursing Faculty 
l. This is true from Cain and Abel to this day. 
2. These tra its a lways divide. 

11. .ll< rt'dltt'd haccal ,nm~a t e School of u rsing has excellent teaching op· 

VIII. DELIGHTS IN EVIL. (v. 32) 

1. Isaiah 5:20. 
2. Psalms 50:18. 
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3. Mark 14: 10-11. Notice the reaction to evil. 
4. They have your consent. 

CONCLUSION: The consequences of this is found 
within the chapter. (v_ 24-26-28). God gave them up. (Psa. 
81: 11-13). 
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Colley, Da rre ll Conley. A ndrew Conna lly, Phil Dav1s, 
M ac Dea ver. Roy Deaver. Garland Elk1n s. Ra lph 
Gilmore. Dan Goddard. V irgil Ha le. A lan H1ghers. Terry 
H ightower. Bill Jackson. Gle nn J obe. Kenneth Jones. 
Dub M cC I1sh . Noe l M endeth . Max Miller. J er ry Moffitt , 
Gobel Mus1c. Fla vil N1 chols. Cha rles Pugh. Paul Sa1n . 
Bill y Sm1th. D1ck Sztanyo. Robert Taylor. Rex Turner. Sr .. 
Thomas B. Warren . Charles W ill1am s. W endell W inkler. 
Gary W ork man. 

order from 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

~ FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
~ Beaut dul ly bound tn blue c loth w 1th gold lett ermg s 13 .95 (plus S l 25 postage and handl tng) 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

"Paul Gives Thanks for Timothy" 
(II Timothy 1: 1-5) 

Bill Di llon 

INTRODUCTION 

In A.D. 64, the crazed emperio r Nero turned the ci ty of 
Rome into a blazing torch and falsely charged Christians 
for the act. In the sickening horror that followed , the 
streets ran red with the blood of innocent sai nts. In about 
A.D. 66, Paul was apprehended as a malefactor (II 
Timothy 2:9) marking his second imprisonment in Rome. 

It was a dark time for the apostle as God's people were 
held up to public scorn. Some of Paul's companions had 
defected ( II Timothy 4: 10, II ); others had gone on 
important missions (Crescens, Titus, Tychicus), leaving 
Paul with on ly Luke. 

The situati on for Paul was worse than lonely, however, 
as death seemed very close ( II Timothy 4:6). Bemg held 
by the iron fist of persecution and aware of death 's soon 
approach, Pau l penned this treatise to one who was 
specially d ea r to him. 

COMMENTS 

" Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus" 
(v. I). 

Paul's opening remarks identify him as a n apostle of 
Jesus Christ by the will of God, not man nor men. He was 
a chosen vessel to proclaim the hope of eternal life unto 
men (Titus I :2). Paul emphatica lly stresses his 
connection to the Lord J esus Christ; and who better than 
" th e Prince of Life" cou ld authorize Paul to preach the 
promise of life? 

"To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord" (v. 2). 

Timothy, as the recipient of Paul's letter, was residing 
a t Ephesus ( I Timothy 1:3). Later in the le tter Paul bids 
his younger friend to come to him before winter and 
sends Tychicus, likely as a replacement for T imothy, to 
contend against the soul-destroying error at Ephesus. 

10 (870) 

Timothy is called "my dearly beloved son." Of a ll 
Paul's companions, Timothy was of special concern to 
the grand old apostle; the two being bound together by 
tender ties much closer than blood. 

"I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with 
pure conscience, that without ceasing I have 
remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;"(v. 3). 

Paul expresses praise and gratitude for the knowledge 
of God received from his forefathe rs. Furthermore he 
attests that his religious e ndeavors have ever been in a 
pure conscie nce. He a lso stated this in Acts 23: I. Paul was 
in error in earlier days, but it was sincere e rror, and those 
sincerely in error can be taught the truth. 

Without ceasing, Paul has given thanks to God for 
Timothy. Others may have quailed and quit in view of t he 
many misfortunes to be endured for the truth of the 
gospel but Timothy will know he has Paul's prayers to 
support him. This is no small thing for "the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much "(J ames 
5: 16). These words from a warrior whose last battle is 
nearly over; from a kindred spirit in the greatest of all 
causes; from his father in the gospel; from a friend whose 
heart was tender and affections were warm even in the 
face of death's chilling countenance, must have been 
golden to Timothy. 

"Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy 
tears, that I may be filled with joy;" (v. 4). 

Paul's mind often thought ofTimothy's tears. Perhaps 
Timothy's tears were shed when Paul first taught the 
young man the truth of the gospel; perhaps on an 
occasion whe n the two we re separa ted into different 
fields of labor; perhaps at the time of Paul 's stoning at 
Lystra (Acts 14: 19, 20); perhaps, a ll of these. 

"When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that 
is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and 
thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 3, 1984 



(v. 5). 

Paul also thanked God for Timothy•s Hunfeigned 
faith," Timothy was, like Nathanael, one ""in whom is no 
guile" (John I :47). As a feigned faith will fail and falter 
before the incessant perils of being a Christian, all should 
strive to live without dissimulation (Romans 12:9). 

Paul takes opportunity to mention Timothy•s worthy 
genealogy. In times of darkness, doubt and difficulty. it 
was an encouragement to Paul. as well as to his young 
disciple friend, to reflect back to the training instilled in 
Timothy by a godly grandmother and mother. We hope 
all grandmothers and mothers do as well. 

. \ 

SOME OBSERVATIONS AND LESSONS 

I. Christians should be prepared to undergo conflict 
and suffering for t~e gospel they profess (II Timothy 
3: 12). Christians will always be top targets on Satan's hit 
list. 

2. Earthly sorrows can be lost in heavenly joys. Paul 
was mindful of Timothy's tears but filled with joy (II 
Timothy I :4: Psalms 126:5 ). 

3. God's people ought to engage in much prayer for one 
another that our faith fail not (II Timothy I :3 ). · 

4. Timothy was Paul's son in the gospel (II Timothy 
I :2). An acrostic shows three essential clements to be 
found in sonship: 

S sinccreity 
0 obedience 
N nobility 

The church of the Lord needs sons in the faith today 
possessing such qualities. 

Rt. 3. Box 144-1 A 
Paducah. K Y 42001 • 

In Light of the Scriptures 

''TOO LATE ... '' 
Burton Coffman 

Shortly after World War I I. General Douglas 
MacArthur wrote: 

"The history ojfailure in war can be .\'Uinlned up in two 
word.\·, ·roo late.' Too late in reali=ing the 1noral danger, 
too late in preparedness, too late in uniting all possible 
./cJrces for resistance, and too late in standing with one~· 
friends." 

This timely warning by the great wartime commander 
seems to be haunting us now. for it appears that his words 
might actually have been written with the Christian in 
mind. · 

There is no threat to the Christian as valid or so 
misunderstood as that of negligence. complacency. and 
lethargy. One can become self-centered through failure in 
reacting to the warnings: and before one can become 
aware of it. it is too late! 

The Christian life is begun. a wonderful beginning is 
made: and then it happens! It is too late. 

\\'e were warned. we recognited the danger .. to others:" 
but then. before we realit.ed it. it was too Ia te. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 3,1984 

A crisis came, and we were unprepared. We reached 
out for the support of others to sustain us. but they were 
no longer there! 

We dreamed of influencing others in a positive way, 
but we were so busy. Finally the years' fled, and we had 
the time to aid others who needed our help, but when we 
finally were ready to help, those who desperately needed 
us had long since departed. It was too late! 

The church needed our help, our encouragement and 
. support. Of course, our intentions were to help a lot 
""later." A time came when we were ready. but it was too 
late. 

Of course. these same thoughts have an application in 
the lives of those who never become Christians at all. 
They in no sense thought of their delay as a final 
rejection. They intended to accept the Gospel""later." But 
hearts hardened and persuasions ceased and life came to 
an end. It was too late! 

As the Bard of Avon put it. ··Tomorrow and tomorrow 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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"Too Late ••• " 
(Continued from Page II) 

"Today, if you ~viii hear his voice, harden not your 
heart" (Heb. 4:7). 

and tomorrow creeps in this petty pace from day to day. 
Till all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty 
death! .. 

.. Now is the accepted tilne, behold, NOW is the day of 
salvation" (II Cor. 6:2); 

THE BOOK OF JOB - ANA
LYZED AND APPLIED. This book 
is a source of encouragement for both 
those who suffer and those who 
counsel them. It will enable one to 
understand more fully God's 
disciplinary work and the all
sufficiency. omnipotence and 
ominscience of our Creator. Themes 
such as Satan. Science. and 
Providence are inspiring. Written by 
one of our staff writers, Wayne 
Jackson, it is a MUST for all. Order 
today. $4.95 plus shipping. 

HOW TO WIN OVER EMOTIONS, 
by J. J. Turner. An excellent book 
that describes a winning combination 
on how to overcome your emotions. 
This book sets forth several great 
truths on how to overcome guilt. fear. 
anger. stress. depression. and low 
self-esteem. This book is excellent for 
Bible class as well as personal study. 
$3.95 plus shipping. 

BIBLE HANDWORK IDEAS FOR 
2'S & J'S. Written by Joy Averitt and 
Donna Smith. both members of the 
Lord's church. This book fills a very 
real need often expressed by teachers; 
the need for more ideas for handwork 
suited to this age group. Both authors 
have taught Bible classes for small 
children. Those simple activities 
emphasize Bible stories and concepts. 
$2.95 plus shipping. 

LOVE AS A BASIS FOR 
MARRIAGE. Written by a Christian 
and a professionally trained marriage 
counselor. this small volume 
combines insight from the Bible and 
years of practice to describe the type 
of love that makes successful 
marriages. $1.50 plus postage. 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for PreacberJ, Teachers, J>ei"SOIIal n:' Ol"kei"J, 
Elde1 s c111d Deucous 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner. Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE Sl UOIES 
!:NIJO M:tnchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 or 3 Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. I. Benefits 
Scholarship Available 
Sound Teachers 

~ 
0 

Call or Write: 
{813) 683-4043 
Florida School of 
Preaching 

Lakeland, FL 33803 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS: JANUARY 23, 1984 & SEPTEMBER 3, 1984 

B. C. CARR: DIRECTOR 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
o Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2. 760 Clock Hours 
• v. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\,lti 

• I I 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates. Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis. Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year ProBram 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(21,) 526-7715 
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EUROPE ALPINE TOUR 

FEATURING THE 
OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 

WITH 
FRED AND HELEN ALLEN 

Enjoy the 350th Anniversa ry Oberam
mergau Passion Play While on An Europe 
Alpine Tour - June 24-July 8, 1984. S hare 
this Adventure with other Christians. For a 
Full-color brochure write: Fred and Helen 
Allen, Treasure Time Tours, 606 Monette, 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412 

512-992-5 798 

"THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Hom iletic Commenta ry 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren, Editors 

Thts book the 1-Hinled record o t 
the Sevenll> Annual "Sp~ruual 
Sword Lectureship. conducled 
by the Getwell Church of Cl1r1Sim 
Memph1 s. Tn was wn11en by 
th~rty · f our fa 11 11 fu l and able 
preachers o f the Gospel o f Chn st 
The book 1S compnsed of louny 
lour chapters. wh1ch• explam m 
detail th~ nmrvelous 1each1ngs o f 
Jesus wh1ch are set out m 
chapters l1ve. ~,.and seven of the 
book of Mallhew 

A lready some are say1ng such 
thmgs as. " Th1s may be the best 
book 011 tS1de o f the B1ble ItSelf 

wh•ch has ever been wr•tt en on 
the Sermon on the Mount .. It IS 
surely the case that thiS book 
when stud1ed along wuh the B1ble 
11sell can be a s1gmhcam Ioree 
'" helpmg people to ~ee how the 
B1ble teaches that p eople sh ould 

change the" l1ves 1nto what the 
Lord Jesus would have them 10 be 
and. lh us. ca n r es ul t •n 
t housa n ds , perhav s even 
"""'ons. o f so u ls spend1ng 
e ternuy m heaven rather than m 
hell It can be used by 
tness•onnnes around the world as 
an a1d '" teachmg and prcach1ng 
on th1s m atchless serm on 

You can ' t afford to be wtthout th is book! 

Cloth bound. 340 pages. $14.95 (plu s postage and handling. $1.25) 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS. INC. 
P 0 Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark 72401 

(Or. see your local bookstore.) 

r----- ----------1 
HOUSTON AREA MISSION WORKSHOP 

Featuring Wende ll Broom and Ed Matthews of the ACU 
Missions Department. Other speakers : Abel Ortiz, Spanish 
work; Andy Beaudry, Massachusetts; Bob Scott, KN LS; Harvey 
Childress, Stre ngthe ning Mission Churches; Samuel Ma, 
Chinese work; Bob Hare, Eastern European Missions. Also Bob 
Davidson and Ken Wilkey wi ll have special sessions for Young 
People. 

For information, write: Joe McKissick, Eldridge Road Church of 
Christ, Box 260, Sugar Land, Texas 77478. Dates: January 27-29. 

WHO WILL HELP US TO BECOME AN 
INDEPENDENT, THRIVING CHURCH in a mission 
field? We have a congregation of 17, a preacher 
and his family ready to begin - TODAY. More 
than 40,000 lost souls in our area. WHAT STRONG 
CHURCH WILL HELP US? Please call for 
additional information. Delmar Church of Christ, 
c/o Roland Pepper, Rt. 1, Box 255, Delmar, DE 
19940. Phone (302) 875-3939. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 3, 1984 

Call Now For Your 
THREE UNUSUAL DAYS 

with 

JERRY CANTRELL 
(305) 636-7671 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

----------------~ 

BOOKSTORE 
for 

SALE 
Brotherhood bookstore 
and school supply for 
sale in Denver, CO. 

Priced to move quick ly 
Call Gaylen Ammons 

303 - 922-6950 
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Harding University 
Christian Communications Program 

Concentrated Training for Preaching 
and Christian Ministry 

• Two Years Training • 200,000 volume Ubrary • University Level Study 

• State licensed • 1200 Periodicals • Scholarships Available(lncluding BEOG) 

• Accredited Faculty • G I Bill Appr~ved • Campus Housing Available 

• University credit available upon completion • . Exceptional Facilities 

• Training includes required domestic &t foreign evangelism experience 

• 4o-Course Curriculum Covers Entire Bible Text Plus Related Subjects 

Joe D. Jones, Director Bobby Parks, Reid Representative 
Harding University, Box 839, Searcy, Arlc. 72143 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448· 
3557. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Fumisblnp 
. $250,000 

Paul & Associates 
·2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 17'l701 
(214) 561-59:JO 

When Visiting ICNOXYILLI 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rato at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Single $18.90"' Double $22.90 

(615) 588-1982 g88-1983 588-1984 

Au,;.. CJ.n.r- Uncletgr8duata 

· SckxJ of Religion 0.:!.~: .. 
A.M .• B.A .• B.S .. M.A .• M.Th. 

Full Scllolltalllps Aw~ F01 Full T•- SlU!flltltl 0t1 U.lfl c.mpu.. 
01 AptiiOII«< on Clmpua Prog#ama A•UIOie 

c.l Collect lor Dr. Rn ~ TurMr, Jtr. 
(ZCII)Ir7·1110 

eao AliMa.........,, IIOiclgOIIWMr. AL •tn 

ministers 1 church leaders 1 treasurers & bookkeepers 
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THE CHURCH OOES NOT HAVE TO PAY SOCIAL SECURITY 

TAX ON MINISTERS BEGINNING ~ANUARY 1, 1984. 

THE CHURCH OOES NOT HAVE TO BEGIN WITHHOLDING 

INCOME TAX ON MINISTERS BEGINNING ~ANUARY 1,1984. 

contact assist, inc for the 
FACTS 

1508 METRO TOWER 
LUBBOCK, TX 79401 ASSIGINC. (806)744-3485 
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C LA S S I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed esJ?ecially to accommodate 

congregations adverti.sing meeting places, preachers seel<ing work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box-.17100, Pensacola, FL 32522. · 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 DeBarr 
Rd., 9960B. WID contact relatives or friends In Alaska. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 
99610. Phone 272·75B3 or 663·7427. 

ATT'N MIUTARY - UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 
and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. CaiiBB3·2660 or W. P. Jolly, 
Min. 796·2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wlvu and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·986·6800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4860 Sauflay Road 

Pensacola, Rorida 32606 
Phone 466-7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M •• 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M •• Max R. Millar, 
Evangelist. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Rorida 32606 
Phone 904-463·3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
classes, 1 0:16; Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207·989·2639, or 
866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Vfrslnla, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
between Exit 3and4on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00A.M. 
and 6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1· 703-669· 
1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARlEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 36B03 
(206) 8B3·2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FI.EE1WOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
16036 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
' (713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M .. Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 7B4-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11 :00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bibla Study 7:46P.M. Fred Davis, 
Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Ot call Tom Tarbet (914) 
462·0467. 

METRO.DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303-789·4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
B900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78746 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and te~. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and 
receive special lessons on many subjects. For Free 
tniormatlon write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 27th St •• 
LubbocJc. TX 79411. 

YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th 5I. Sunday - 10, 1 1 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Ph. 344-3760. . 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
FuD-Ilme evmgelisl needed challenging mission congregation 
of 76 members. Been established 24 years. East Providence 
Church of Christ. Pleasewrita for details: Richard Kizlrian; 63 
Davis Ave., Cranston, Rl 02910. 

FULL TIME PREACHER WANTED for Church of Christ in Galena 
Park, Texas (Houston area). Average attendance 40·60. 
Weakly contribution $660.00. Facilities are unencumbered. 
Auditorium seats 460. 18 classrooms. Salary plus fine, brick 
home. unfurnished, with utilities. Send resume to D. E. 
Lanier, 1702-B St •• Galena Park. TX 77647. Telephone (713) 
674-1308. 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGATION SEEKING RmRED MINISTER 
who is not ready to retire, but would llka to continue class 
teaching with emphasis on personal work. Nice house 
furnished. Must have own Income. If Interested write to: 
Elders, Iowa Park Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 620. Iowa Park, 
TX 76367 or phone B17·692·6416. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, In Wiesbeden, Germany, seeks preacher. 
Terms: Married, both strong In personal work. 3 year 
contract, partial support may be required. Send resume, 
family picture and sermon/lesson cassettes to: Ron Coslett, 
PSC Box 4662. APO New York 09633. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 60 seeking 
retired. semi-retired or can work part time. We can provide 
some support. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 86326. 

Young, growing consresatlon needs a man to come md work 
with them. Minion area with support available. Call31 9·663· 
2329, 31 9· 72B·BB71. or 319·663·3312, or write to Church 
of Christ, 836 S. Ave. D, Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
~ture, &lendJy, personable evmgelisl available with 24 years 
experience and good references from each congregation. 
Interest Ilea In a long term faithful work. Dalton W. Graves, 
Box 466, Mt. Vernon, TX 76467, Phone: 214-637·4129. 

Mature, hard-working Individual and family counsellor 
available Immediately to work with congregation or Christian 
agency. Trained in ministry with B.A. In Bible from OCC and 
completing Theses on family problems and how to deal with 
for MSW. Experienced In working with young people and 
their famlllas Involving all In Christian activities. Four years 
experlenca In working with families In crises Including foster 
care and adoptions. Very sound In scriptures. Age 29, married 
with two children. Phone (714) 240-1013; Donald Hale, 

. 3479 Paseo Flamenco; San Clemente, CA 92672. 

Preacher with varied experience bildlground seeldng to 
relocate. Has worked in missions In Rhodesia and In USA, as 
well as full time with self supporting congregations. Past 10 
years worked with mission churches with outside help. Partial 
support available, or would work with congregation needing 
no help. Contact Geo. Hook, Rt. 7, Box 1192. Defuniak 
Springs, FL 32433, Telephone (904) 892·3037. 

Sound mature, gospel preacher desires congregation. Call T. 
A. Grlca, 817-B93-6B62. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK :no OFFSET PRINTING MACHINE with plate maker 
and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 612·664-7672 or 
612-664-3667. 

Golden Huvesl Hymns, 2nd Ed. by nlllt S. Teddlle. Contains 
86 songs, 79 written by T. S. Teddlle. Price $3.00per copy or 
$2.60 for 10ormore. TIIIit S. Teddlie, 3624 Norcross; Dallas, 
TX 76229. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

$6.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

B900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Texas 78746 

PAPER CUTTER for Ale. Antique lever action Challenge. On 
legs. Cuts full ream of paper 18N wide. Excellent condition. 
Ideal for church print shop. $660 FOB Kerrville, Texas. Call 
612·267·B148, B a.m. to 4 p.m. 

the Case For the Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower. 
$6.00 + lr.JC po5tqe 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MI'S.CELLANEOUS 
APPUCATIONsWANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOOAL 
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THE INSIDIOUS DOCTRINE 
OF AGNOSTICISM 

Thomas B. Warren 

It is very disturbing that presently some members of 
the Lord's church are teaching the philosophical stance 
known as agnosticism. It is clear that some men are 
claiming that no one can really know anything. (It is clear 
that they are claiming to know that no one can know 
anything! That bit of self-contradiction ought to be 
enough to cause every one to reject the view, but let us 
look just a bit further anyway. 

Of course, the charge that no one really does -or can 
- know anything would encompass everything, but I 
want to confine this article to matters of religion. 

1. Just what is "agnosticism" anyway? Perhaps it can 
be well explained by reference to the proposition, "God 
does exist." (Let us call this proposition by a name: 
"Proposition X." We can see what "agnosticism" is by 
comparing it with other views of Proposition X. · 

(1) In regard to Proposition X, the atheist would say (a) 
that the proposition is meaningful - that is, it makes 
sense and (b) that he (the atheist) knows that the 
proposition "God does exist" is false. 

(2) In regard to Proposition X, the logical positivist 
would say (a) that the proposition is not even meaningful 
- that it does not even make sense to say that the 
proposition is true or that the proposition is false (he 
holds that to affirm the proposition is to do nothing more 
than to express a feeling or an emotion) and, thus (b) that 
the proposition is not true, and it is not false - it is 
nonsensical. 

(3) In regard to Proposition X, the truly Christian theist 
would say (a) that the proposition is meaningful and (b) 
that, as a matter of fact, he (the theist) knows that it is 

true. The truly Christian theist says, "I know that God 
does exist." 

(4) In regard to Proposition X, the agnostic would say 
(a) that Proposition X is meaningful and (b) that he 
knows that no one can really know whetl\er the 
proposition is true or false. 

2. Of the above views this writer claims to know that 
only the truly Christian theistic view is true; the other 
three are false. In what follows, the basic effort will be 
confined to offering some thoughts about agnosticism
especially as regards some propositions which are 
implied by the agnostic view. (And, may it be carefully 
noted, if any proposition implies any proposition which 
is false then that proposition itself is also false. So, let us 
now look at some implications of the _proposition which 
states thE. agnostic position: that while one may believe 
("have. faith in") a given proposition (in religion), he 
cannot really know· that the proposition is true). 

(1) If it is the case that no one can really know whether 
a proposition in religion is true or false, then no one can 
know that the agnostic proposition is true. Thus, the 
agnostic proposition is self-defeating. If no one can really 

· ( C~ntinued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

JUMPING TO A CONCLUSION 

Hannah, who was to become the mother of Samuel, had gone to 
the house of the Lord to pour out her heart to God for a son, for she 
was childless. She had vowed a vow that she would give the child to 
the Lord, completely dedicated to God. Eli, the indulgent, lazy 
priest, was sitting at the gate and watched Hannah as she entered 
the temple. He saw her move her lips, but since she was not praying 
audibly, Eli jumped ~to the conclusion that she was drunk. He 
severely rebuked her by saying, 11 

••• How long wilt thou be drunken? 
put away thy wi"e from thee" (I Sam. 1: 14). HOW 
INCONSISTENT! Eli had failed as a father completely, and he 
was blind to the wickedness of his own two sons (I Sam. 3: 13); but 
he was QUICK to judge others. In his hasty, critical judgment he 
mistook a brokenhearted, praying woman for a drunkard. 

"FOR ANY MAN TO ARROGANTLY ATTEMPT 
TO READ THE INNER, PRIVATE MOTIVES OF 
ANOTHER ... SURELY PUTS HIM IN COMPANY 

WITH THE ENEMIES OF JESUS." 

What a lesson this ought to be for us - not to jump to hasty 
conclusions and judge our fellow Christians. We must not be rash 
and hasty in our censure of others for there may be some facts 
which, if we knew them, would change our attitude from censure to 
sympathy. Charity commands us to hope for the best concerning 
others. Surely Eli, if he had known the facts regarding the godly 
Hannah, would not have been so quick to criticize. Think, too, of 
how thoughtless men two thousand years ago were quick to assign 
impure motives to Him who is truly the heart searcher and knower . 
All things are naked and laid bare before God. But men are not 
God and do not have ability to penetrate the robe of flesh and look 
upon the quivering soul. For any man to arrogantly attempt to 
read the inner, private motives of another, may put him in the 
position of attempting to usurp the place of God. It surely puts him 
in company with the enemies of Jesus. 

We may jump to false conclusions by making judgments which 
are blind to the motives of others. Balaam beat his ass because he 
mis1:1nderstood the dumb animal who had GOOD reason for 
balking, and when Balaam saw the angel blocking the way, he must 
have been greatly embart-assed. We are often amazed that some 
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people seem to think they have a universal license to 
judge any motive whenever they choose. Our Lord 
forbids us to impugn the motives of others (Matt. 
7: I). Obviously the Anointed One is not forbidding 

"SIMPLE CHRISTIAN CHARITY 
ABSOLUTELY REQUIRES US TO 

ASSUME THAT EVERY PERSON IS 
SINCERE AND THAT HIS 

MOTIVES ARE PURE." 

all judgment because in the same context he said, 
"Beware of false prophets ... Wherefore by their fruits 
ye shall know them. "Thus, the very words of Jesus 
demand that we make certain judgments. The 
Apostle of Love commands us to, " ... try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the wor/d"(I Jn. 4: 1). It is 
impossible to obey this command without becoming 
involved in judging, but we must always be careful 
and make sure that our judgments are righteous 
judgments (Jn. 7:24). 

The Insidious Uoctrine Of Agnosticism 
(Continued from Page 1) 

know anything, then no one can really know anything. 
(2) If no one can really know anything, then no one can 

really know that God exists. 
(3) If no one can really know that God exists, then no 

one can really know that the Bible is the word of God. 
(Obviously, if he cannot know that God exists, he cannot 
know that there is a word from God!) 

(4) If no one can· know that the Bible is the word of 
God, then no one can know that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. 

(5) If no one can know that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, then no one can be saved. 

(6) If no one can know that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, then, for all any human being can know, it is 
possible that Jesus Christ did not even live on earth. 

(7) If no one can know that Jesus lived on earth, then 
no one can know that Jesus died for our sins. Thus, no 
one could know that Jesus was raised from the dead. 

(8) If no one can know that Jesus died for our sins and 
was raised from the dead, then, for all any one knows, it is 
simply false to say that Jesus arose from the dead, and

(9) If it is false that Jesus arose from the de~d, then 
Christianity is simply a farce. 

FIRM FOUND A liON-JANUARY 10, 1984 

We can neither preach to the lost nor restore the 
fallen without making judgments, and though some 
judgments are necessary, the Holy Scriptures are 
consistent in cautioning us not to attempt to read the 
unreadable or know the unknowable. No person can 
get inside the head and heart of another and judge 
his motives, gauge his sincerity or measure his 
intentions. Simple Christian charity absolutely 
requires us to assume that every person is sincere and 
that his motives are pure .. It has long been observed 
that when someone tries to tell you what another 
person is thinking and what his intentions are, he is 
only revealing to you the conditions of his own 
heart. If someone attempts to tell you what is inside 
of me, he is in fact telling you what is inside of him. 
We can only know others by what we know about 
ourselves. From this fact doubtlessly came the old 
adage, "It takes one to know one." 

One humorist observed that jumping out of an 
airplane without a parachute is called "JUMPING 
TO A CONCLUSION." Think about it. 

-William S. Cline, Editor 

• 

*Each of the above nine points makes clear that 
agnosticism cannot be ~ustained. 

3. In a number of previous articles (containing de!ails 
of proof which I will not here repeat), I have shown that 
the Bible makes clear that we can know certain things. 
(Of course, agnostics - to be consistent -would have 
to say that no one can know anything the Bible teaches. 
Let it be noted that they inconsistently claim to know 
that no one knows anything. If such be the case, then it 
must also be the case that they (the agnostics) constitute 
a unique group which can do something which no one 
else can - namely, know something! (No one can 
function rationally while accepting such a view.) 

4. To further show the falsity of agnosticism, the 
following list of things which men can know, is set out. 

(1) Each person can know that he himself exists. 
(2) Each person can know that at least some thing 

other than himself also exists. 
. (3) Each person can know that God exists. 

(4) Each person can know that the Bible is the word of 
God. 

(5) Each person can know the truth. 
( 6) Each person can know what he must do to be saved 

from his sins. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Insidious Doctrine Of Agnosticism 
(Continued from Page 3) 

(7) Each person can know that he, as a penite11t 
believer, must be baptized in the name of Christ to be 
saved. 

(8) Each person can know what one must do to live the 
faithful Christian life. 

(9) Each person can know that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. 

( 10) Each person can know that the church which was 
purchased by the blood of Christ constitutes the body of 
saved people. 

( 11) Each person can know that, at the final Judgment, 
the wicked will enter into eternal punishment and the 
righteous will enter into eternal life. 

5. I know that it is false to claim to know that no one 
knows anything! I know that any man who claims to 
know that no one knows anything is wrong in making 
such a claim. 

If any so-called agnostic should wish to modify his 
claim to be an agnostic to saying, "I hold the opinion that 
no one knows anything," then I would say, "O.K., I 
accept that - after all, how can I know whether you hold 
~uch an opinion or not." But, at the same time, I 
would have to make clear that his mere opinion does not 
settle matters of doctrinal obligation! And, it does not 
make a genuine agnostic! 

6. I plead with brethren everywhere to recognize the 
awesome error which is involved in the doctrine that no 

-~----------------------- 0 

one knows anything. Stop, meditate, and realize that to 
affirm that no one really knows anything is to say that no 
one knows that anyone should even be religious, or, even 
if one could know that one should be religious (which 
would be contradictory of the basic position), he could 
not know that he ought to be a Christian rather than, say, 
a Muslim. 

7. As I have studied in various universities and 
seminaries, I have heard this agnostic view affirmed over 
and over and over! It is the basic means which false 
teachers use to try to get across to their students the idea 
that any religion is just as good as any other and that any 
answer to a particular question is just as "true" as any 
other answer. I saw this kind of thing as I attended the 
largest university operated by the "Disciples of Christ" 
(liberal Christian Church). The espousal of agnosticism 
was a crucial factor in the digression which led to the 
apostasy which occurred in the Lord's church around 
the end of the 19th century. We must do our best to see 
that the same thing does not happen again. 

8. Brethren - elders, preachers, teachers, and all 
other Christians - I plead with you: do not allow 
yourselves to be misled by agnosticism. If you do 
espouse, and persist in following and teaching 
agnosticism then - no doubt - you will reap a spiritual 
"whirlwind" of doctrinal error and unauthorized 
practices which will be shocking indeed. Reject 
agnosticism before it leads to the damnation of your soul. 

Remember Jesus and His words, "Ye shall know the 
truth ... " (John 8:32). • 
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THE PRIMACY OF 
PREACHING 

Edwin J. Myers 

"It pleased God by ... preaching to save them that 
believe" (I Cor. 1:21). "God ... hath ... manifested His word 
through preaching" (Titus 1:3). 

"I have been reading an excellent book that is entitled 
"The Excellence of Exposition" (by Douglas M. 
White). The author is considered to be an authority on 
methods of preaching and sets forth in the opening pages 
of his book that the main kind of preaching which was 
done in Bible times and the first sixteen centuries 
following the establishment of the church is a style that is 
not used much any more. It is called "expository" 
preaching. He gives the three-fold classification of 
sermons - Topical, Textual, and Expository - and says 
that those classifications cannot be improved upon. 
Then he sets forth a definition that would help 
understand what expository preaching is. 

"Expository preaching is the technique of developing 
and presenting extended passages of scripture in an 
understandable manner, applying the truth to capture 
the interest and secure a favorable response from the 
listener." (Page 75). 

So you see, expository preaching is that which 
attempts to "expose" the actual text of scripture itself. It 
is not just a running commentary of the preacher's 
comments after occasionally reading a verse or two, but 
it attempts to set forth in context the actual intent and 
meaning of the writer of the passage at the time it was 
written. Then the application of the word or the 
principles taught can be properly made to the lives of 
men and women today. This type of preaching is the 
most difficult to do and requires more study of the 
preacher than any other kind of sermon. The most 
notable change in the lives of men and women who were 
wanting to follow God has taken place when the pulpits 
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were filled with men who delivered these kind of 
sermons. The work of the preacher is, therefore, to cry 
out the Word; that is, his sermons are to be made up on 
scripture, not about the scripture- but the very Word 
of God itself. 

I love the challenge that was given to preachers in the 
opening pages when I read, "The preparation and 
presentation of God's message deserves the very best 
that can be given to it, under the direction of God. It 
demands every ounce of energy, every atom of 
intelligence, every shade of talent, every gleam of 
personality, every emotion of the entire being, in full and 
utter consecration to God. Everything else must be 
subsidiary, and must be made to recognize and 
contribute to the superiority of preaching. Preaching 
must have priority over all other ministerial functions if it 
is to glorify G od and fulfill the purpose for which it was 
ordained." 

An example of this kind of preaching is seen in 
Nehemiah 8:1-8. We can also look in the NewT estament 
and see from the life of Jesus; he did this (read Luke 4:16-
22). That's the kind of preaching S tephen was doing 
when he was stoned (Acts 7). It was what Philip did as he 
preached to the eunuch (Acts 8). And the apostle Paul 
continually showed himse lf as an expositor (Acts 17:1-3; 
28:23). And that is the charge that was left by the pen of 
the apostle to the evangelist - "preach the word" (II 
Timothy 4:2). 

P. 0. Box 66 
Rogers, AR 72756 

- Editor's Note: The book mentioned in this article, The 
Excellence of Exposition, can be purchased from the 
Firm Foundation, $4.25 plus shipping. • 

BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 
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FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL ,~EE Order by Phone Toll-free 
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I~ Biblical Sermons I 
IHAVEFOUNDTHEBOOK 

II Kings 22:8 

Dan Huddleston 

INTRODUCTION: 
Josiah was eight years old when he began his reign as 

king of Judah. Judah had been ruled by evil kings for the 
past fifty-seven years. Through the neglect of these evil 
kings the house of the Lord was in desperate need of 
repairs. Josiah, being a good king, ordered the repairs to 
be made. It was during these repairs that Hilkiah the high 
priest announced to Shaphan, the king's scribe, "I have 
found the book. .. " The book of the law had been lost, but 
now it was found. What was Josiah's attitude after the 
book was found? 

I. HE READ IT (II Kings 22:8, 10). 
1. Their fathers had lost their faith and had given 

themselves to idol worship. 
2. They had allowed the word of God to be so 

neglected that it had literally been lost. 
3. Therefore, Josiah and his generation could not 

have the proper faith nor be pleasing to God until 
they had found the book and read it. 

4. If we fail to read God's word today, we cannot have 
the proper faith or be pleasing unto God (Rom. 
10:17; Matt. 4:4; II Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 11:6). 

II. HE RECEIVED THE WORD AND REPENTED 
(II Kings 22:11-13). 
1. Many harden their hearts when they hear the word 

of God (Acts 4:2; 7:54). 
2. Josiah recognized the importance of the book and 

the message within it. 
3. The king's penitent heart turned from sin "to walk 

after the Lord, and to keep his commandments" 
(II Kings 23:3). 

4. In the New Testament we see this same attitude 
exemplified by many on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2:37, 38). 

III. HE REALIZED THAT HE HAD TO TEACH 
OTHERS (II Kings 23:1-3).-

1. As soon as he realized the importance of God's 
word, he taught it to others. 

2. He didn't teach it to certain favored groups. He 
taught it to all the people, both great and small. 

3. Today, we mus t realize that the gospel of Christ 
is for all (Matt. 28: 18-20; I Tim. 2:4). 
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IV. HE REJECTED ALL FALSE WAYS (II Kings 
23:4-24). 
1. Josiah didn't leave the other fellow alone; he agreed 

with the Psalmist (Psa. 119:104). 
2. He destroyed all the heathen idols, and restored 

the worship of God to Judah. 
3. We should hate every false way also, and not be 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1: 16; Jude 
3). 

V. HE WAS RESCUED FROM THE WRATH OF 
GOD (II Kings 22:16-20). 
1. God told Josiah that he would be delivered from 

his wrath because -
(1) His heart was tender; 
(2) And because he had humbled himself before 

the Lord. 
2. These attitudes will help us with our salvation. 
3. We must humble ourselves before the Lord, and 

open up our hearts to his word (Acts 2:37-41; 
Acts 16:30-34; Acts 22: 10-16). 

CONCLUSION: 
1. Josiah had the proper attitude (II Kings 23:25). 
2. Will you read God's word, receive it and repent of 

your sins, realize that you must teach others, and 
will you reject all false ways? You must do these things 
if you are to be rescued from the wrath of God. 

3. Is the book lost in your house today? • 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 
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In Light of the Scriptures 

LEST HAPLY WE DRIFT! 
Burton Coffman 

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things that were heard, lest haply we should drift away from 
them" (Hebrews 2: I). 

The basis of the exhortation here is found in the truth that 
more is required from them to whom more is given. Christ the 
Son of God is of far greater dignity and importance than that of 
any of the great leaders and prophets of the Old Testament, 
therefore, Christ is entitled to receive more careful and 
obedient attention from them who hear him. 

Two of the Greek words in this quotation have a nautical 
flavor, actually presenting the picture of a ship .. slipping" past 
its haven because the pilot has not paid .. heed" to the signals 
and to the course. 

It is possible to drift away from the teachings of Christ 
because (I) some being in Christ are not anchored in Him, (2) 
subtle and powerful tides and currents surge and tug against the 
believers and against his soul's safety, (3) the believer fails to 
exercise indurance and dilegence in the defense and development 
of his faith, or (4) he becomes preoccupied with secondary and 
unimportant matters, allowing them to preempt too much of 
his time and attention. 

The description of apostasy given here is true of life, for men 

------------------------- 0 

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 

seldom depart from the work of the Lord boldly and 
dramatically; but their defection, imperceptible at first, is 
marked by such a gradual falling away that the unwary soul is 
totally unaware of it until the haven is lost and the storms of the 
great gulf herald the approach of eternal ruin! 

.. Drifting away ... " How silently, how gradually, how 
unremarkable such a thing always is. Apparently there is no 
change at all, nothing different; and then, one day the 
realization comes like a stroke of lightning, a precious soul, a 
sister or a brother, has missed the harbor and is adrift upon 
merciless tides. 

It should be strictly noted that this verse settles the 
responsibility at the point where it belongs, namely, upon him, 
the captain, the one in charge, that being THE BELIEVER 
HIMSELF. Although God's church is vitally concerned, 
striving day and night in prayers and tears, the soul itself must 
ultimately decide where loyalty lies and take full responsibility 
in the choice of eternal destiny. 

It is not the harbor's business not to drift by me, but it is my 
business not to drift by the harbor! Some think the church must 
exercise itself to .. hold" them but, on the other hand, it is every 
believer who must ''hold" on to the Lord and on to his 
CHURCH. • 

How the Splinter Groups in the 
Church Can Achieve Unity 

by 
Norman A. Merritt 

$10.00 
Every elder and preacher should · 

read this book. Order from: 

Merritt Meditations 
6040 East Edgemont 

Scottsdale, Arizona 85257 

WHO WILL HELP US TO BECOME AN 
INDEPENDENT, THRIVING CHURCH in a mission 
fieldl We have a congregation of 17, a preacher 
and his family ready to begin - TODAY. More 
than 40,000 lost souls in our area. WHAT STRONG 
CHURCH WILL HELP US? Please call for 
additional information. Delmar Church of Christ, 
c/o Roland Pepper, Rt. 1, Box 255, Delmar, DE 
19940. Phone (302) 875-3939. 
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THE FIRM 
FOUNDATION ... A 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
B. A. "Bill" Clayton 

In a recent ga thering, I was reminded of the late 
brother Austin McGary. It is soon to be 100 years ago 
that he published the first issue of the Firm Foundation. 
My memory was querried because one of the new 
owners of the Foundation, brother H. A. "Buster" 
Dobbs, spoke at this gathering. Secondly, the Heights 
congregation in Houston, Texas, where I preach, is 
honored to have been one of the congregations where 
brother McGary did local work. The Heights 
congregation also claims the same good fortune 
concerning another gospel preacher and close friend of 
brother McGary's, the late brother A. J . McC~rty. 
Thirdly, the late brother G . H. P. Showalter's name, and 
his many years as owner and editor of the Firm 
Foundation, brought additional pleasant memories. 

As brother Dobbs spoke concerning the future course 
of the Firm Foundation, it was immediately evident that 
his and brother Cline's (the other owner and present 
editor of the Firm Foundation) plans for the 
Foundation are a carbon copy of its founde r and also its 
later editor, brother Showalter. A resounding AMEN 
could almost be heard from those preachers pioneering 
the work of the church in this giant expanse 
denominated Texas, as brother Dobbs affirmed the 
policy for the Firm Foundation based upon the 
inerrancy, authority and plenary, verbal inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Some raised voices of opposition to brother McGary, 
and he was labeled a "radical" by those without respect 
for scriptural authority. Brother A. J . McCarty stated, 
"the Firm Foundation has come to stay, and with all the 
opposition it has ... will continue to expose error, cry 
aloud and spare not, and earnestly contend for every 
item of the faith once for a ll delivered to the saints" (Firm 
Foundation, September, 1884). Brother McGary 
assured his readers of his opposition to error when he 
wrote that he would not , "pipe the popular airs of the day 
with pedantic or sophomoric swell to get dancers," but 
rather would try to "sing the song of Moses by the notes 
of eighteen hundred years ago." 

This period (the 1880's when the Firm Foundation 
began publication) had not a few advocating fellowship of 
persons who had not received Bible baptism and those of 
the pro·missiona ry society and instrumental music 
persuasion. One hundred years later the terminology is 
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different ("Unity- In-Diversity," "sincere, knowledgeable, 
and devout Christians in the denominations") . Brother 
McGary was of the persuasion that those claiming 
scriptural baptism and remaining in denominationalism 
did not understand the Bible teaching concerning the 
oneness of the kingdom of our Lord. 

Those obeying the gospel in the first century entered 
the one kingdom abandoning their o ld religious 
affiliation. Thos e today, ON WHATEVER 
CONTINENT, who obey the gospel (hear and believe 
[Rom. 10: 17; Heb. 11:6]; confess Jesus as the Christ 
[Rom. 10:9-10]; repent of their sins [Lk. 13:3]; and are 
baptized [Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4] ARE THE 
ONLY CHRISTIANS, as identified in the August 30, 
1983 issue of the Firm Foundation by brother Thomas 
B. Warren. 

It is alarming, that in 1983 there are those opposing 
that for which brethren McGary, McCarty and 
Showalter stood, that which brother Warren wrote, that 
which brethren Cline and Dobbs published, and that 
which the words of Holy Writ reveal. 

120 East Sixteenth St. 
Houston, Texas 77008 
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Exciting Fan Design 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

''A Call To Endure'' 
(II T imothy I :6-1 8) 

Phil Davis 

Paul, having begun his appeal (v. 2-5) on tender ties of 
emotion, moves to further base this portion of his fina l 
enco uragements on o bjective grounds which will stand 
when such feelin.gs fade with time. The charge he makes 
to T imothy includes at least the fo ll owing ideas. 

(VERSE 6) Paul reminds Timothy of th e "charisma " 
with which God had, through Pau l, miracu lo usly 
endowed him, a nd the atte ndan t respo nsibili ty of making 
sure to keep its " fire livened up." T imothy could not 
afford in some futu re day to let his bright flame burn low 
or go out. So should it be said of our zea l and courage in 
serving the Lord. 

(VERSE 7) Paul here int imates the reason Timothy 
might be tempted to let such happen. But God has 
already provided the way of esca pe: "For God ha th not 
given us the spirit of fear . ... " Rather, "we" have a spirit (a 
cha racter) of power - the power to ove rcome (Rom. 
8:37); a spirit of love - the love of God , brethren, a nd self 
which wou ld not a ll ow them (or us) to shirk thei r duty; 
a nd a spirit of a so und mind -some trans Ia te "a se nsible 
mind ," o ne, "self-contro l. " Surely Timothy's control of 
his emotiona l and volitional natures by his inte llectua l 
realization of the facts previous ly mentioned and the 
knowledge of his re igning, risen Saviour (Ma tt. 28: 18; I 
Cor. 15: 19f) wo uld be the ruling factor in his li fe to come 
despite any persecutions o r misgivings. May we let that 
"spirit" rule our every thought and deed. 

(VERSE 8) Paul entreats Timothy to be strong; never to 
be ashamed o f - in the sense, particularly, of an 
unwillingness to confess and identify his connection with 
- the testimony of the Lord (inclusive of the 
resurrection) or of the Lord's spokesman, Pa ul. 
ldealogically, Paul was imprisoned by the Lord; a n£1 
phys ica lly, he was in Ro man c hains for the Lord a nd his 
testimony. Timothy is to be will ing to share in Pa ul 's 
a fflictions, but more, to face up to a ny that sho uld co me 
his way (Cf. II T im. 3: 12). Paul assures him that God's 
power will ena ble him to accomplish t he task. 

(VERSE 9) This God who supplies power ( I) " has 
saved us," a nd (2) " has called us." This cal ling ( I) is a 
"holy calling," (2) is not according to our (meritorio us) 
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deeds, (3) but is according to His eternal grace a nd 
purpose in ChristJesus(Rom. 8:28-39; Gal. 3:26f). This is 
power to overcome! Why fear death supremely when its 
power has been b roken (John 16:3 1 ff; Matt. I 0:28; I Cor. 
15:26)? 

(VERSE I 0) Th is grace-fra ught purpose comes into 
reality in J esus who is Savior and Christ, who "hath 
brought life a nd immortality to light through the gospel. " 
With such grace, purpose, salvation, a nd such a God and 
Savior, neither Timothy nor we shou ld ever be a ble to 
give up our fa ith. 

(VERSES ll -1 2a) Paulagainpresentshispersecutions 
for righteousness' sake as encouragement. Concerning 
this gospel, " I am ... a preacher, a nd an apostle, and a 
teache r of the Gentiles," by d iv ine appointment. This is 
the reason Pau l was in his present hardships. 

(VERSE 12b) "Nevertheless." This need s ever to be our 
battle cry. If all things a re to work together for our good 
(Rom. 8:28), it will be because we have learned ·to say 
" nevertheless" to all discouragements and di fficu lties 
which might sorely t ry our fa ith. " I know wh om .... " Paul 
at once masterfully summarizes his Christian apology 
and his matchless fa ith. He is certain of the a bility of th is 
Deliverer in whom he has p laced his trust to see him 
thro ugh life and dea th, a nd to deliver up to him (Paul) the 
treasure he has laid up in heaven (Phil. 3:7-15). There is 
no doubt; there is no mere probabili ty; his faith is not that 
blind one of the ex istential ist. Paul knows this truth! And 
so can we!(Cf. John 17:3). 

(VERSE 13) Based on all the reasoning presented to 
this point, Pau l again emphasizes ~o Timothy the 
practical a pplication of his faith as fai thfulness. F irst , he 
is to meticulously follow a nd teach the pattern of"sound 
words" or "hea lthy" heavenly pronouncements received 
by inspira tion through Pau l. T o do so is not opt iona l, but 
a point or measu re of faith and of love for both the truth 
itself a nd the lordship of the Savior. 

(VERSE 14) Secondly, in parallel wording to verse 12, 
Timothy is to "guard tha t (good) deposit" committed 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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"A Call To Endure" 
(Continued from Page 9) 

unto him by heaven through Paul. Most likely, the 
reference is to the gift mentioned in verse 6 ( Cf. I Tim. 
6:20). We Christians, along with Timothy, should ever 
strive to be as faithful to the trust ·assigned us, and to our 
Lord, as he is to his and to us (II Tim. 2: 11-13). Christ 
never was and never will be unfaithful; neither should we. 

(VERSES 15-18) The remaining verses of chapter one 
contrast the two sorts of reactions to PauFs sufferings 
which had already taken place. Those in Asia had 
deserted him. Onesiphorus, rather, sought Paul the more 
"diligently" as Paul's needs grew greater in the Roman 
jail. He was not ashamed (cf. verse 8). He was consistent 
in the good times (Ephesus) as well as the bad. Paul 
reflects heaven,s attitude of judicial mercy upon such 
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actions. 

Consistency is, perhaps, the hardest hallmark of 
Christianity to keep. At Jesus' trial, all deserted him, 
denying him, even after the warnings of Matthew 10:32-
39. Could Timothy deny Jesus' spokesman, Paul, or his 
testimony, the inspired doctrine and faith, without 
implicitly denying the Master who died for its truth and 
for him? By no means! And ne'ither can we. This gives the 
more force to Jesus, exhortation that Christians be 
"faithful unto death" (that is, even should faithfulness 
necessitate surrender of life) "and I will give unto thee the 
crown of life ... , (Rev. 2: 10). 

(CHAPTER 2: 1) "Thou, therefore, my son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.,, Timothy, these are 
your options. Be sure that you choose the right one. 

3800 South Woodward St. 
Oklahoma City, OK.73119 • 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF 
PREACHING PLANNING 
ANNUAL RESTORATION 

HISTORY TOUR 
The annual Restoration History tour conducted by the 

Brown Trail School of Preaching is being planned for 
May 7-13, 1984. The tour is a highlight of the year in the 
curriculum of the school of preaching, and is hosted by 
James Willcutt, instructor, and Eddie Whitten, director. 
Mindful of the possibility of falling away from the truth of 
God's will for us, as has been the case in some instances, 
the purpose of the tour is to impress upon the minds of 
the students, and friends, the need to "hold to the faithful 
word" (Titus 1:9) for what we preach and practice. 

Places of interest and importance in the Restoration 
Movement in its early years are visited on the tour. 
Places in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia 
are especially noted. The Christian Church National 
Historic Society, in Nashville, gives significant insight to 
our heritage, and what has happened to it. In Kentucky, 
places of historical significance are visited: The Old 
Mulkey Meeting House, in Thompkinsville; Shaker 
Village, the sight of a movement which almost destroyed 
the early efforts of Barton W. Stone and others; the 
Phillip S. Fall Memorial Library, in Frankfort, where 
many documents are housed from Alexander Campbell, 
J. W. McGarvey, and others; Lexington, the site of much 

. of the activities affecting the development of the church, 
including the merger -of the Campbell "movement" and 
the Stone "movement," in 1832; Cane Ridge Meeting 
House, where the famous "Last Will and Testament of 
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the Springfield Presbytery" was written and signed in 
1804, opening the way for the beginning of the church in 
Kentucky; Mays Lick, the site of the last church in which 
Walter Scott, perhaps the most dynamic preacher of the 
early days of the Campbell movement, preached before 
his death in 1861. 

The tour is completed by visiting the site of the 
Alexander Campbell mansion and study, the church of 
Christ in Bethany, West Virginia, and Bethany College, 
founded by Campbell, in 1840. 

The entire tour is punctuated by times of leisure and 
enjoyment. Time is taken, for instance, on the return 
trip, to enjoy a one-hour river boat ride on the Mississippi 
River, in St. Louis, as well as a trip to the top of the 
Gateway Arch for those who so desire. 

Spaces are available on the chartered Trailways Silver 
Eagle bus for those who are interested in sharing this trip 
with us. The cost of the entire tour is only $300.00, which 
includes all lodging, and five meals. All other costs for 
meals, mementos, etc., of course, will be extra. Those 
interested in the tour, or who would like more 
information, are invited to write: Eddie Whitten, Brown 
Trail School of Preaching, P. 0. Box 865, Hurst, Texas 
76053, or call (817) 282-3911. • 
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GOD'S WAY LEADS TO 
TRUE HAPPINESS 

Mark K. Lewis 

One of the hardest challenges Christians face in 
today's world is to truly believe that if we will be faithful to 
God and live the life He has ordained for us, that we will 
find true happiness. We are constantly bombarded ~on 
TV, on the radio, in newspapers and magazines, on 
billboards, by our friends - with the propaganda that in 
order to be happy, we must possess certain goods, wear 
certain clothes, drink certain drinks, drive certain cars, 
etc. And thus, subconsciously; we think of happiness 
and blessings as being found in the material realm; when 
we pray "thank you for our blessings," I fear we normally 
think of material things, which are blessings, but are not 
the Bible emphasis. Beloved, we must not let Satan 
deceive us into thinking that happiness can be found in 
earthly things instead of heavenly splendor. God's way is 
the only road to true happiness. 

Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount with a stunning 
salvo totally opposite the world's philosophy. He said 
"Blessed (happy) are the poor in spirit, they that mourn, 
the meek, the spiritually hungry, the merciful, the pure in 
heart, the peacemakers, those persecuted for 
righteousness sake." These are the people, according to 
Christ, that are truly well-off, contented, and. in good 
stead. But this is not exactly what we've been led to 
believe, is it? "What?? Wait a minute, Lord. What about 
'blessed are the rich' (Jesus said, "Woe unto you that are 
rich," Lk. 6:24), the powerful, the ones with three cars, a 
$100,000 house, a boat, etc ... " 

In Psalm 1:1-2, we find another statement from God 
regarding the truly happy man: "Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night." "But, Lord, I see on TV 
all the gaiety of beer drinking, and those who practice all 
manner of sin look so happy ... " What it boils down to is 
who are we going to believe? Where is our faith? Do we 

believe that God's way or man's way will lead to true 
happ,iness? Gentle reader, here is a true test of our faith. 
We believe the Bible, but maybe not enough to turn loose 
of this world. Paul gets down to the bare essentials in I 
Tim. 6:8: "And having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content" (and notice, he said nothing about 
shelter!). I submit to you that a very small minority of 
God's people could be content with just food and 
raiment - and you know something, that's why we are 
not content. Beloved, we believe the world more than we 
do the Lord on this point. And that ought not to be so. 
"Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him," (Ps. 
2: 12). We'll start being peaceful, contented, and happy 
the very moment we start truly trusting the Lord. God 
began blessing Daniel "from the first day" Daniel sought 
to submit to God's will (Dan. 10: 12), and He will do the 
same for us. 

· Part of our problem is misplaced priorities. The world 
has so convinced us that true happine~s is in "things" 
that we have forgotten that the Bible says "blessed 
(happy) is he whose transgression is forgiven" (Ps. 32:1). 
True happiness is in forgiveness, i.e., being right with 
God, and until we value spiritual riches more than earthly 
refuse, we'll never have the joy God wants us to have. 
"Blessed are they that dwell in thy house," (Ps. 84:4); 
"Blessed. is the man -that feareth the Lord," (Ps. 112: 1); 
"Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law 
of the Lord" (Ps. 119:1). The truly happy man is the one 
who values being in fellowship with God more than 
anything else. He is faithful and the Lord blesses him. He 
knows he's forgiven and heaven-bound. When we learn 
to control our worldly, covetous desires and channel 
those desires into being right with God, we'll see a 
difference in our lives. Christian, I challenge you to really 
belieue that God's way leads to true happiness. 

Route 1, Box SE-50 
San Marcos, TX 78666 • 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 

WE CAN HELP THEM! 
TN AMEN Mlncatry woftl wctll lactlllul congregatcont ol tile 

c:llurcllet of Ctlfltt wiiOM membera on military cnatallatcona 
_...,. are waltcng to flelp ~ lOved OMS - at IIIey !lave 
llelptd wllll tile apintua.l ancl pllyllc:al liNda ol tlloulancll ol 
0111ere CSUfiiiQ tile past fiwe yeare. Tl'lil MIVICe 11 fiMI 

Sind name, ~P'etl acscsren. pflone ancl mr1111ry cntlallallon. 
MCI apifitua.l condlllon. il known alOng wltll ,our name MCI ado 
dtniiO: 

~· 
AlliN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Welt Monroe. Lou••••• 712et 

laiD AaMrleu MWtu7 Evu1e1Jalq Nadaa 1a:1 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 10,1984 

2 years ·Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preacbers, Teachers, Pei"SOIJal JV o,-ke,·s, 
Elders ctnd Deacous 

For Information Write 
Jerry Moffitt, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE SlUDIES 
SJQnn IVI::md .... ,.., Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 
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HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30 a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 

4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counsel. 

All of this and more for a onetime enrollment charge of $50anda low monthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Texas 79401 

Telephone 
(806) 744-3485 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Ded'uctibles .... ..... .... ... . ... $100.00 

Family .. . ... .. .. . .. . ......... . $154.00 

Single .......... . ........... .. $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

Write or a ll for dtt1il1. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P. 0 . BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 
817/ 496-4888 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program e-oN""'"" ~ For Information Call: 
Tuition Free (214) 526-7715 or write: 
G.l. Approved Preston Road School of Preaching 
Qualified Teachers 6409 Preston Road 
Scholarships Available Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 29, 1983 AND JANUARY 30, 1984 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any ~ace 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own T~~~~! ~edford_ (~ort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

Wanted: Full-time Fund raiser 
for Christian Camp. Salary, 
Commission, and Expenses 
paid. Send resume, references, 
and picture to Jeff Walker, 308 
Nimrod, Edmond, Ok. 73034. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-806-874-1804 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home Is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.} Good pay 
and benefits. If Interested, contact Steve 
Beraman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, · 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448·3557. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
• An Accredited Graduate School of Religion 7 
• Financial Aid Assistance 7 
• One Day a Week Classes? 
• A Well-qualified Faculty? 
• An Excellent Religious Library? 
• An Opportunity for Personal Growth 7 
• Additional Knowledge, More Tools, Sharpened Skills? 
• Quality Education for Christian Ministry? 

Perhaps We Can Help. 
Spring Semester Begins January 16, 1984 

CONTACT 
Dr. Harold Hazelip, Dean Dr. Blll Flatt, Registrar 

Harding Graduate School of Religion 
1000 Cherry Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38117. Phone 901-761-1353 

Harding Graduate School of Religion admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. Also, in 
compliance with Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. Harding Graduate School does not discriminate on the basis of sex or handicap in its educational program, 
activities. or employment except where necessitated by specific religious tenets held by the institution and its con
trolling body. 
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Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

Q 
~~ ll.... 

3501 S . Georgia • Amarillo. TX 79109 ... -
Phone 806·355·8261 

BOOKSTORE 
for 

SALE 
Brotherhood bookstore 
and school supply for 
sale in Denver, CO. 

Priced to move quickly 
Call Gaylen Ammons 

303 - 922-6950 
LARRY BROWN. Broker 

Res. Pho. 806-353-2020 
RE WRIGHT. Res/tor 
Res. Pho. 806-359-4328 

LBrry Brown is e deecon in the Southwest Church of Christ. Re Wright presched 
for 20 yeers end nowise member of the Centre/ Church of Christ. 

For your convenience we will be heppy to meet you et the eirport. end/ or meke 
your reservetions for overnight eccommodetions. end provide eny essistence 
for finding your new home. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w f~ free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texu 76059 
Phone 817-6415-9208 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton - all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton each S3.75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

A GREAT NEW COMMENTARY ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 
Edited by 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren 

NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

e Permanent record of the Eighth Annual Spiritua l Sword 
Lectureship, of the Getwell Church of Christ, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

• The ·36 writers are: C. W. Bradley, Robert Brown, 
Franklin Camp, Curtis Cates, Winford Claiborne, Gary 
Colley, Darrell Conley, Andrew Connally, Phil Davis, 
Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Garland Elkins, Ralph 
Gilmore, Dan Goddard, Virgil Hale, Al an Highers, Terry 
Hightower, Bill Jackson, Glenn Jobe, Kenneth Jones, 
Dub McClish, Noel Merideth, Max Mille r, J erry Moffitt, 
Gobel Music, Flavil Nichols, Charles Pugh, Paul Sain, 
Billy Smith, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, Rex Turner, Sr., 
Thomas B. Warren, Charles Williams, W endell Winkler, 
Gary Workman. 

• Written by 36 Bible scholars - all faithfu l members of 
the Lord 's church. 

• An exposition of the entire book of Romans. 
• 367 pages; 37 chapters. 
• One chapter deals with introductory matters. 
• One chapter sets out an over-all look at Romans. 
• Twenty-five chapters set out an exposition of the sixteen 

chapters ot the book of Romans. 

order from 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 

• Ten chapters set out an intensive look at a particular 
doctr ine (for example, truth , the covenants, salvation , 
the Christian life, etc.). which is dealt with in the book 
of Romans. P. 0. BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gold lettering $14.95 (plus $1.25 postage and handling) 
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c L A s·s I F I E D 
Adverti~ing in th!s. section. $1.50 per line. Desig~ed especially to accommodate 

congregations advert1stng meeting places, preachers seel<tng work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also othP.r arrPnt~hiP m:~tto1 r c;Foln3r125~t correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200! ~f!n~!~9.~: ... -~~B: 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA -ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2~00 DeBarr 
Rd., 9950B. Will contact relatives or friends in Alaska. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 314. Anchorage, Alaska 
99510. Phone 2'12·'/583 or 563·142'/, 

ATT'N MILITARY - UPTOWN CHURCH Of CHRIST SAN 
BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 
and 6:00P.M. Wed. /:00 P.M. Caii8B3·2~50orW. P.Jolly, 
Min. ~95·2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLE\' 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL Of BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3.168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303·986·5800. 2/0/ S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO B022'i, 

BELL VIEW CHURCH Of CHRIST 
4B50 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Rorida 32506 
Phone 455·/595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M •• 6:00 
P.M •• Wednesday Bible study /:00 P.M •• Max R. Miller. 
Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4B50 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Rorida 32506 
Phone 904-453·3426 

Full 2 year program. V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
dasses, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 20~·9B9·2539. or 
B66·43B3. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Vlrg.lni.l, Eut Bristol Church of Christ just off I·B1 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday /:30 P.M. Phone 1-~03·669· 
1B96, Kenneth Chambers, Ministllt'. 

FARLEY CHURCH Of CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35B03 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study ~:00 P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw. Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 71094 
(/13)492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M .. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study ~:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH Of CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(ln)/84·9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M •• Worship 11 :00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study /:45 P.M. Fred Davis, 
Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKHPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 
112 Montgome,Y St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 
462-046~. 

METRO.DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 

4690 S. Logan 303· /89·4'149 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 'lB745 

C. M. Homer, Directo; 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and 
receive. special lessons on many subjects. For Free 
Information write: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 2/th St., 
Lubbock, TX ~9411. 

YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28dl SL Sunday - 10, 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Ph. 344-3/50. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Full-time enngellst needed challenging mission congregation 
of '/6 members. Been established 24 years. East Providence 
Church of Christ. Please write for details: Richard Kizirlan; 53 
Davis Ave., Cranston. Rl 02910. 

FULL TIME PREACHER WANTED for Church of Christ in Galena 
Park. Texas (Houston area). Average attendance 40·50. 
Weekly contribution 8550.00. Facilities are unencumbered. 
Auditorium seats 450. 1B dassrooms. Salary plus fine, brick 
home, unfurnished, with utilities. Send resume to D. E. 
Lanier. n02·8St .. Galena Park. TX 1/54~. Telephone(/13) 
6/4-130B. 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGAnON SEEKING RmRm MINISTER 
who Is not ready to retire, but would like to continue class 
teaching with emphasis on personal work. Nice house 
furnished. Must have own income. If interested write to: 
Elders. Iowa Park Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 520.1owa Park, 
TX '/636/ or phone 81'1-592·6415. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbaden, Germany, seeks preacher. 
Terms: Married, both strong in personal work. 3 year 
contract, partial support may be required. Send resume, 
family picture and sermon/lesson cassettes to: Ron Coslett, 
PSC Box 4652, APO New York 09633. 

PREACHER NEEDID: Small congregation of 50 seeking 
rotlrod. semi-retired or cen work part time. We can provido 
some support. Please send resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 61, Buckeye. AZ 85326. 

Young, growing congregation needs a man to come and work 
with them. Mission area with support available. Call319·653· 
2329, 319·128·88.11. or 319·653·3312, orwritetoChurch 
of Christ, 835 S. Ave. D, Washington. Iowa 52353. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
~ture, friendly, personable evangelist available with 24 years 
experience and good refet"ences from each congregation. 
Interest lios in a long term faithful work. Dalton W. Graves. 
Box 465, Mt. Vernon, TX /545'1, Phone: 214·53~·4129. 

Mature. hard-working individual and family counsellor 
available immediately to work with congregation or Christian 
agency. Trained in ministry with B.A. in Bible from OCC and 
completing Theses on family problems and how to deal with 
for MSW. Experienced in working with young people and 
their families involving all In Christian activities. Four years 
experience in working with families in crises including foster 
care and adoptions. Very sound In scriptures. Age 29. married 
with two children. Phone (/14) 240·1013; Donald Hale, 
3419 Paseo Flamenca; San Clemente, CA 926/2. 

Preacher with varied experience bukground seeking to 
relocate. Has worked in missions In Rhodesia and in USA, as 
well as full time with self supporting congregations. Past 10 
years worked with mission churches with outside help. Partial 
support available. or would work with congregation needing 
no help. Contact Geo. Hook, Rt. "/, Box 1192. Defuniak 
Springs. FL 32433, Telephone (904) 892·303~. 

Sound mature, gospel preacher desires congregation. Call T. 
A. Grice, B1 1·893·5852. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK 310 OFFSET PRINTING MACHINE with plate maker 
and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 512·664·16~2 or 
512·664-365/. 

Golden Harvest Hymns, 2nd Ed. by TIIIit S. Teddlle. Contains 
&&songs, /9written byT. S. Teddlle. Price$3.00percopyor 
82.50 for 10ormore. Tlllit S. Teddlie. 3624 Norcross; Dallas. 
TX /5229. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

86. "JO total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas /8~45 

PAPER CUmR for sale. Antique lever action Challenge. On 
legs. Cuts full ream of paper 18" wide. Excellent condition. 
Ideal for church print shop. 8550 FOB Kerrville, Texas. Call 
512·26'/·8148, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
85.00 + 89¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, fL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICA nONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVIQS, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF HOUSEPARENTS. and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPUCANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS. 
OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FlUNG, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE Of 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARAnON FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-n25 (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

FREEl Small congregation In mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40·50 on Wednesday nights. 
Want to do mission work7 Contact Church of Christ, Box 
213, Sabetha. KS 66534 or cell 913·284-2022 or 402·855· 
43/5. 

FRH SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 75 good song 
books which have been used but are in good condition. We wish 
to make them available to some mission congregation or amp 
which might be able to use them. They are free except for the 
cost of postage to deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Vernal, Utah 84078. 

HAVE CREDIT PROBLEMS I Obtain a major credit card (M /Cor 
Visa), Guaranteed, even If you have bad credit, no credit, 
bankrupt or divorced. For free brochure send S.A.S.E. to 1st 
Capitol Credit. P. 0. Box 9620. #211, Ft. Worth, TX "1610~. 
or cell (81/) 45.,·55B1. Anytime. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe to? 

IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to finish my 
last year at the BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL. 
For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4654 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32506 
(904) 453-3426 

INVESnGATEI The Firm foundation tries to screen Mlvertlslng, 
and willpot knowingly take questionable advertising. But it Is the 
reader's responsibility to Investigate. Uke any other fNper, we 
sometimes unwittingly run an unwort~ ad. As the old saying 
goes, before you Invest, Investigate! 

Let's all build the firm foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Club Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriP-tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents ~r issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~ year 
per subscription (,Prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) IS mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 
Mississippi Evangelist Needs $400 In Monthly SupporL 
Good references. Thirty-one years experience; 19 In 
East Mississippi mission field. Send Inquiries to: G. F. 
Raines, P. 0. Box fJI, Newton, Miss. 39345. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens. Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
14B01. 

SUPPORnNG CONGREGA noN NEmm. We are looking for a 
church Interested in doing mission work in Steamboat 
Springs. Colorado. We have a building and a preacher's house 
but are unable to provide full-time support. Write Steamboat 
Springs Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 1/1153, Steamboat 
Springs, CO 804'1'1 or call (303)8/9·/615. 

"THE HEART WR&nNG MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund for Needy Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave •• Suite #1 06; 
Dallas, TX /5243. 

WANTED: FAMILY tNTERESTID IN DOING PERSONAL WORK 
FOR THE CHURCH IN lOW A. Income plus fringe benefits. No 
ability to speak from the pulpit requirod, however, must be 
competent in conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Call1·515·236·3460. 

WANTED TO BUY a good working, used folding machine. If 
you have one to sell or trade, write: Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 20'1, Rising Star, TX /64'/1 or cell 81'1·643·6162. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
'19604. 

WILL BUY OR BORROW - Standard Masonic books, 
especially "Morals and Dogma" and "Encyclopedia of 
Freemasonry." J. Slater, 20/ Airport Rd .. Fairfield, IL 
6283.,, 
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The Firm Foundation 
Series of New Testament Commentaries 

by James Burton Coffman 

A masterful effort in expository writing .. . setting a standard in New Testament commentaries. 

A practical, scholarly work for sermon preparation. classroom reaching. or personal study. Written 
in a clear style and hermeneutically solid, these commentaries make enjoyable and challeng ing 
reading for the serious Bible student. 

COMMENTARY O N: 
Man hew 
Mark 
Luke 
lohn 
A CIS 

Romans 
I & II Corinlhians 

A BOUT THE AUTHOR 

james Burton Coffman is noted for his 
religious scholarship and his se lfless 
efforts on behalf of others. His extensive 
w ritings are the invaluable tools of 
re ligious leaders throughout the United 
States. Missionari es are currently using 

J8 / 33 . . . 
I L Ey 

·N AqEOR 
7 3 1 22 lW 

COMMENTARY ON: 
Galanans- Colossians 
I & II Thessalonians-

Philemon 
Hebrews 
lames- lude 
Revela11on 
( I 2 volume sel) 

---.-hing ~OU$t 
SINCE 1884 

Send your o rder to: 
Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 

Individual volumes $12.95 
12 volume set $145.00 

We pay p ostage on all retail, sel orders. A ll 
other orders add 15% fo r delivery and 
handling. Florida and Texas residents add 5% 
sa les tax. 

National - 1-800-874-1804 
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Eternal Life in Prospect 
Jerry Moffitt 

"These things haue I written unto you, that ye may 
know that ye haue eternal life, euen unto you that 
belieue on the name of the Son of God" (I Jn. 5:13). 

Calvinists, such as the Primi tive Baptists and the 
Missionary Baptists , have abused the above passage in 
two ways. The Primitive Baptis t says the individuals a re 
unconditionally elected before the foundation of the world, 
so that they have e te rnal life before they believe. Thus 
they strongly maintain that one saved presently has 
eternal life. The Missionary Baptist believes a Christian 
cannot fall from grace, so he a rgues that if you have 
eternal life now (and the Christian does, he a rgues), you 
cannot lose it, or e lse it would not be e ternal. 

Now both errors can be refuted in various ways. But 
when some of our old brethren (like C. R. Nichol) refuted 
both errors by a rguing that we do not actually, literally 
have eternal life in our lifetime, I believe they were right. 
Here we haue eternal life, but only in hope and in 
prospect. Let us notice a few observations. 

THE PRESENT TENSE 

Some say that we have it now because the present 
tense is used. First, we do presently have it , but we 
presently have it in hope. Notice Genesis 17:5: "For the 
father of a multitude of nations have I made thee." God 
said this to Abraham, but a t tha t present time the nations 
d id not exist. But notice the language is that of the 
present. In prospect Abraham was at that time the father 
of many nations. 

Notice Isaiah 9:1, 2: 

" I But there shall be no gloom to her that was in 
anguish. In the. former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali; but in the latter time hath he made it 
glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 2 The people that walked in 
darkness haue seen a great light: they that dwelt in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined." 

It is a ll put in the present tense. But a round 700 years 
passed before the reality of it came in the days of J esus. 
Notice Matthew 4:13: 14: " 13and leaving Nazareth, he 
came and dwel t in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the 
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, 
saying ... " and the above verse of Isaiah is quoted. The 
people truly saw a great light, but in Isaiah's time it was 
700 years in prospect. 

Notice the present tense used in Matthew 26:28: 

"For this is my blood of the couenant, which is 
poured out for many unto remission of sins." 

At that time it was a memorial of Christ's blood which 
was poured out, but the truth of the matter was, it was 
then poured out only in a sense, not literally. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial. .. 

FOR THE LOVE OF 
MISSIONARIES 

Our Lord left no command more important than th e o ne we have 
ca lled "THE GREAT COMM ISSION ." Every generation has the 
responsibility to "Go ... inro all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. "The acco untable people of this world are lost because they are 
in s in, and the on ly remed y is to be washed in the blood of th e Lamb of 
God. But the blood ca nnot be a pplied until they hea r, bel ieve a nd o bey 
the gospel; a nd it is pure silli ness and apathetic st upid y to thin k that 0 U R 
WORLD is go ing to come to a kno wledge of the saving grace of God by 
acc:ident. We are going to ha ve to become pe rsonally involved if our 
obliga tion to the world wide commission is fu lfilled. 

NEED FOR MISSION INVOL VEMENT 

It is human nature to consider se ri o us obliga tions the PRJ MARY 
RESPONS IB ILITY of o thers. Pe rha ps there is not a mem ber of the 
church who d oes not know that we are obligated to preach th e gospel to 
the wor ld , but I would hazard the guess tha t a great percentage of us ha ve 
never pointed the finger of ob liga tion at ourselves and concluded that 
WE MUST DO SOMETHI NG. A so ng we some times sing says, "Christ 
has no hands but our hands to do h is work toda y." How true! If the 
gospel is going to be preached, it must be preached by membe rs of the 
Lord 's chu rch. On occasio n I hea r members, so meti mes preachers, 
applauding mission work of denominations . Good peo ple, the 
denominations a re preaching a fa lse gospel, giving the peop le tha t hear 
them a false security, and everywhere they go c rea ting prob lems for 
prea chers of the truth when they come along. It is equal ly insidio us fo r us 
to appla ud the evangelistic efforts o f other brethren, if by that applause 
we think we a re easing the tension of o ur own responsibility. It is neit her 
scriptural nor logical to think tha t it is acceptable fo r so me of the 
brethren to become in volved in m ission work while the rest of us s it idly 
by a nd wrongfully co nclude that WE a re preach ing the go pel to the 
world . 

One of the first lesso ns tha t we must lea rn is that eve ry child o f God has 
the responsibility to spread the good news of sa lva ti on. In ha rm ony with 
this, we must love o ur so uls a nd the sou ls of our fellow man. Our taking 
th e gospel to the wor ld is predica ted upon o ur love fo r the los t. We 
MUST be co nce rned about the spirit ua l we lfare of th ose o utside of 
C hrist. o one ever becomes ve ry invo lved in anything unless he rea lly 
ca res. Pe rhaps o ne of our greatest problems in the field of evangelis m is 
that we do no t ca re as much as we should. Through so me means, the 
e ternal destiny of the mill io ns now lost needs to burden th e heart of eve ry 
member of the chu rch. Let it be qui ck ly s ta ted tha t we are not 
ca mpa igning for eve ry member of the church to become a foreig n 
missiona ry. A t the sa me time we are careful ly saying tha t every me mbe r 
mu st become involved , and unt il this happens we wi ll a lways co me short 
of ou r po tential in preaching the gos pel. 
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MONEY FOR MISSIONS 

We understand that some will GO and others must 
SEN D, a nd it has been my observation ove r the yea rs 
that it is easier to find brethren willing to GO tha n it is to 
find brethren willing to SEN D. It is the norm for a 
preacher committed to mission work to ha ve to sp.end 
months of precious time trying to raise the fund s req Uired 
to go. There are a lways good brethren who a re willing to 
make the necessa ry sacri fices to move to a dista nt land to 
ca rry the gospel to the lost. Likewise there a re bre ~h~en 
anxious for them to go, but the numbers that a re willing 
to provide the sufficient support and then STAND 
behind them a re few. Too ma ny of us excuse ourselves 
saying, "We don 't know how things are going to be in the 
future;" "We a re working on a building progra m a nd do 
not have the money;" "We don't want to be obligated for 
over a year;" " We have decided that we don't.want to se~d 
money out of the local area;" etc., etc. Such IS only a bnef 
sampling of what our missionaries hear when on the 
FUND RAIS ING TRAIL. 

For the record there are brethren who do not feel and 
think that way - 'thank God for them! There a re places in 
this world where some accelera ted evangelistic work is 
being done a nd we give tha nks for every precious soul 
that is taught the truth. But may the rest of us, who eve r 
we may be, not take satisfaction with regard to our own 
responsibility in the labors of others. I would like to see 
the time come when congrega tions become WORLD 
WID E EVA GELISTIC in their th inki ng, thei r 
planning and their BUDGETS. Maybe then we would 
have elderships with money for mission wor k looking fo r 
m1ss1onaries instead of missionaries looking for 
elderships with money for missions. In this grea t 
brotherhood of ours we have the capability of ta king the 
gospel to every nation on ea rth - we j ust need to 
determine to do it. A good beginning for ma ny of us 
would be to loosen the purse strings and be libera l in our 
support of mission work . 

CONCERN FOR MISSIONARIES 

Not only is there a need for support, the re is a lso a need 
for brethren to understand certain aspects of the 
missionary's life. Many of our missiona ries go abroad 
with I SUFFIC IE T FU OS and tre mendously 
increased fi nancial obligations. As supporters " BACK 
'HERE" drop by the ways ide fo r one reason or tl:e.~th er, 
the missionaries often have the difficult respons1bii1ty of 
seeking replacement for those funds from . "OV ER 
T HERE." Further. some missionaries in the f1 eld have 
been there for yea rs without the sponsoring ~ongrega ti?n 
increasing their support as inflation has ra p1dly taken 1ts 
toll. Brethren, ha ve you checked with the man yo u are 
supporting about the rise in ti:e eo~t of !iving? Most 
countries in this world have a h1gher 111fla t10n rate tha n 
we do. Some brethren ha ve come home from the mission 
fi eld because it beca me fina ncially impossible for them to 
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stay there. If we, as pa rents, had a child on fore ign soil, 
would we constant ly inq uire as to their welfa re? If they 
we re fi nancia lly in need , would we see to their nee~ s? 
Perhaps the a nswer to these questions suggests the quahty 
of conce rn we need to ma nifest for those who are 
"preaching the gospel in difficult places." 

Often fami lies commit themselves to a mission field for 
fifteen or twenty yea rs with visits to the U.S. scheduled 
every three or four yea rs. On the miss ion field they ha rdly 
know wha t it means to have a ny ti me off. "Constant 
wo rk" is genera lly the commentary of missionaries ' lives. 
Their time back home should be a time for rest, re
creation and visiting with friends and family. J esus told 

·his disciples, "Come ye yo urselves a part into a ?e~ert 
place, and rest a while." It has long been my conviction 
that if a gospel preacher does not CO ME APART INTO 
A PLACE AND REST A WHILE then sooner or later 
he will COME APART! Missiona ries are no exception. 
For sure they need to visit their spo nsoring 
congrega ti ons, and ce rtain other visiting and speak!ng 
engagements may be wise a nd necessa ry, but I quest iOn 
our present "system" which requires the r.eturned 
missiona ri es to visit eve ry pe rson a nd congregatiOn that 
has contributed ten cents to their efforts while they were 
abroad for th ree or fou r yea rs. It is not easy on fa milies to 
be brought thousa nds of miles away from their adopted 
homes and then find tha t they a re expected to live out of 
suitcases in numerous d ifferent homes during their entire 
time stateside. Could not sponsoring congregations 
arra nge for those who care enough to come m.eet with the 
missiona ry? Surely sponsoring congrega tions co~ ld 
assume a la rger a mount of the responsibility of keepmg 
fund s ra ised fo r our men in the field a nd provide relief 
and ass ista nce in so doing. Local evangelists could be 
"turned loose" to HI T TH E F UN D RAI SING TRAIL 
a nd truly become a help in the time of need. Somehow it 
just does not seem right for men to decide to ca rry t.he 
gospel to a foreign country a nd then be expected to ra1se 
all of their support a nd do everythi ng needed and related 
to tha t grea t work while basica lly all we do is give a few of 
our dolla rs a nd tell them " KEEP IT UP BROTHER, 
YO U'RE DOl G A G REAT WO RK." Perhaps I'm 
wrong, and ma ybe I missed something a i on~ the way, b~t 
I thought tha t God had more tha n that in mmd when H1s 
Son sa id, ''Go .. . into all the world , a nd preach the gospel 
to every crea tu re." 

- Willia m S. Cline, Ediror 

• 
HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
MEETING YET? 

CALL 501/ 2687351 
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Eternal Life in Prospect 
(Continued from Page 1) 

A good commentary on what we have been saying is 
Romans 14:17: 

"(as it is written, A father of many nations have I 
made thee) before him whom he believed, even 
God, who giveth life to the dead, and calleth the 
things that are not, as though they were." 

God can speak of things as though they a re present, as 
though they actually were, but we are bound by time, and 
have them only in hope. Which brings us to another 
consideration. 

ETERNAL LIFE IN HOPE 

Do we really have eternal life in a literal way now? 
Notice two passages: 

" 1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, according to the fa ith of God's elect, and 
the knowledge of the truth which is according to 
godliness, 2in hope of eternal life, which God, who 
cannot lie, promised before times eternal" (Titus 
1:1, 2). 

"that, being justified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" 
(Tit. 3:7). 

How do we now have e te rnal life? According to the 
apostle Paul, we have it in hope. We do not li terally see 
eternal life in our present life; we hope to actually have it 
in the next world. And it was Paul who explained: 

24 "For in hope were we saved: but hope that is seen 
is not hope: for who hopeth for that which heseeth? 
25 But if we hope for that which we see not, then do 
we with patience wait for it" (Rom. 8:24, 25). 

We do not understand I J ohn 5:13 to mean that we 

literally now have eternal life. If we li terally now had it, 
how could we hope for it?! How could we with patience 
wait for it'? No, we possess eternal life now, but only in 
hope. 

WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE IN PROMISE 

We do not possess eternal life literally at this time. We 
must wait for judgment day and heaven. But we now 
possess it in promise. Let John speak: 

"And this is the promise which he promised us, 
even the life eternal" (I J n. 2:25) . 

We have it in promise, but we sti ll look for the reality o f 
it in the next life. That's why Jude could say: 

"keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

In a sense we have the life now. We have it in prospect, 
in promise, in hope. But we must wait until heaven to 
possess it in its fullest reality. Therefore we look "unto 
eternal life" as we look for the mercy of J esus Christ in 
that great day. That is also why Paul could say the 
following to Timothy: 

"Fight the good fight of the fa ith, lay hold on the life 
eternal, whereunto thou wast called ... " (I T im. 
6:12). 

Timothy was a Christian. He knew that in some sense 
he, as all Christians, had eternal life (I Jn. 5: 11-13). But 
obviously he did not actually have it, or he would not 
need to "lay hold on" it by figh ting the "good fight. " 

No, we have eternal life. We have it in prospect, in 
promise, and in hope. As for the reality of it, we see it not. 
But wi.th patience we wait for it, trying to lay hold on it by 
fighting the good fight. 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 • 

------------------------- 0 -------------------------
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PULPIT POWER 
Jim Dobbs 

Preaching is the life's blood of the c hurch. It is the 
proclaimed and received word of God tha t causes 
churches to live and grow, to worship and serve. If that 
were not so, Jesus would never have told His apostles, 
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the 
whole creation" (Mark 16: 15). It is the word of G od that 
produces faith in the human heart (Romans 10: 17). 
Nothing e lse can do it. And since fa ith is the o perat ive 
principle in human salvation, it must be the "word of faith 
which we preach" from our pulpits (Romans 10:8). 
There is no message that can build up the saints and give 
them an inheritance except the word of God's grace 
(Acts 20:32). 

Paul urged Timothy to "preach the word; be urgent in 
season, out of season; reproue, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching" (II Timothy 4:2). If the re is 
any more needful exhortat io n for the men in the pulpits 
of our churches today, one would be hard-pressed to say 
what it is! 

Every preacher p reaches some word, some message. 
His pe rception of people and the ir needs perforce 
dictates what his conscience stirs him to preach. If his 
understanding of people - who they are and what their 
real needs are - arises from any source other than the 
Bible, the pulp it where he preaches is like ly to become a 
platform for insidious fa lsehood a nd, therefore, the 
fountainhead of much false hope. Are people lost? Are 
they spiritually weak? Are they despairing and hopeless? 
Why are they in such desperate straits? Why? T hat is the 
key. The answer to that q uestion dictates what kind of 
preaching comes from any pu lpit! 

People are not lost because of social inequities, but 
because they are sinners. We therefore do not need 
sociology in the pulpit, however much we may deplore 
unhappy socia l conditio ns, but we do need the saving 
gospel of Christ. People are not made spiritually stronger 
by pep rallies, but by a consideration of the word of God. 
We therefore do not need cheerleading in the pulpit , 
even though it may make people feel good, but we do 
need the explanation and application of the sc riptures. 
People are no t hopeless and despairing because of stress 
and emotional pressures, but because they do not know 
and believe the precious promises of God. We therefore 
do not need psychology in the pulpit, though many 
psyches may be terri bly b ruised , but we do need the 
Bible. There is a place, no doubt, for sociology, 
psychology, and even boosterism, but the pulpit is not 
that place. 

The pulpi t should be a well tha t flows abundantly and 
refreshingly wi th the "spiri tual milk which is wit hou t 
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guile." Preachers should stick to preaching God's truth 
and stop amazing themselves by dabbling amateurishly 
in areas which are not their legitimate concern and in 
which they have little or no scholarly expertise. The 
Apostle Paul once exclaimed, "Woe is unto me if I preach 
not the gospel" (I Corinthians 9: 16). Not to preach was 
un thinkable to the apostle, and not to preach the gospel 
was even more unthinkable. How bold ly he cha llenged 
both himself and all other preachers when he warned: 
"But though we, or an angel from heauen, should preach 
unto you any gospel other than that which we preached 
unto you, let him be anathema (deuoted to 
destruct ion)," (Galatians 1:8). 

What was the power of the ancient prophets? It was 
the revealed word of God coupled with the prophet's 
firm conviction and strong commitment. Not everybody 
listened to the prophets ; not even a majority o f the 
people paid attention to them. But those who did 
received an authentic message from heaven to light their 
path. It is this power that so often is lacking in modern 
pulpits. We need, more than anything else, to have 
preaching tha t brea thes out the authority and passion 
that typified the great prophets of o ld. We need God's 
holy word fi ll ing our assemblies. If the man in the pulpit is 
weak in conviction, the man in the pew will fail in faith. 

It is sad to know that there are congregations where 
children of God may assemble for weeks on end without 
hearing authentic messages from the Bible; where God's 
saving gospel, with its attendant demands for obedience, 
is seldom mentioned; where a "thus saith the Lord" is 
considered laughably out-of-date; where Bible-quoting 
and scripture-citing earn a preacher the stigma of being a 
"Bible thumper." But that's what we have! 

Is a man a gospel preacher who seldom preaches the 
gospel? Is he an evangelist if he seldom preaches to 
convict people of s in and turn them to salvation? Is he a 
man of God if it is apparent that his main concern is not 
what God has said in His book? How do we justify a 
pulpit occupied by one who sees himself as a professional 
organizer, en thusiast, social-director, or group therapy 
leader? Q uite simply, we cannot. 

We must place a greater value on Bible preaching. We 
must require preachers to be men who know, love, and 
proclaim only God's word . Our churches will never be 
strengthened, and our people will never have grea t faith, 
and our chief objective of saving souls and glorifying God 
will never be reached until we do. 

Fleetwood Church of C hrist 
15935 Katy Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77218 • 
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I~ Biblical Sermons 

GOD'S WAY VS. MAN'S WAY 
Louis Rushm ore 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. That God 's ways and man's ways are not the same is self

evident. 
(I) When at his best, man is referred to as "god ly"; other

wise, men are alienated from God (Gen. 6:2 ; Eph. 
2:12, 13). 

(2) The transgression of God's ways is sinful ( I John 3:4). 
Sin separates between God and man (! sa. 59:1-3). 

(3} What man universally does outside of divine revelation 
also indicates that God 's wa ys and man's ways are not 
the same (Rom. 1:21-32). 

2. God has declared th is truth to sinful ma n, whose eternal 
hope is dependent upon recognition of this fact and 
conformity to God's divine ways. 
(I) Isaiah 55:8, 9 is such a declaration by God. 
(2) Jeremiah 10:23 represents another similar declaration 

of God through an inspired prophet who adds his 
acknowledgement of the same truth. 

(3) God ha s further charged man to walk in hea venly ways, 
but man has often a rrogantly refused (Jer. 6: 16). 

3. evertheless, men can only be saved if and as long as they 
walk in the ways of God. 
( I) I John 2:6. ("Way" suggests path or walk.) 
(2) Jesus Christ is "the Way" through which God has 

designed that men shou ld be sa ved (John 14:6); 
unfortunately, few follow the narrow way to eternal 
life (Matt. 7: 13, 14). 

(3) Consider "that way" (Acts 19:23), "this way" (Acts 
22:4), "the way of salvation" (Acts 16: 17), "the way of 
the Lord" (Acts 18:25), "way of truth" ( I I Pet. 2:2), "the 
right way" (I I Pet. 2: 15), "the wa y of righteousness" 
(II Pet. 2:2 1), "a new a nd living way" (Heb. 10:20). 

I. ISAIAH 55:8, "FOR MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR 
THOUGHTS, NEITHER ARE YOUR WAYS MY 
WAYS, SAITH THE LORD." 
I. It is preci ely because the thoughts of God and man 

differ that the ways of God and man also differ. 
(I) The th oughts of one's hea rt a re what his actions a re 

predica ted upon (Matt. 5:28; 15:1 8, 19). 
(2) The sinfulness of ma n preceding the universa l nood 

illustrates this very point (Ge n. 6:5). 
2. Further, it is not uncomm on for men to establish their 

own systems or righteousness which they prefer over 
God's ways or standa rds. 
(I) The a postle Paul accused his Jewish brethren with 

this error ( Rom. 10:3). 
(2) Jesus Christ also warned about such substitutions of 

man's ways for the ways of God (Matt. 15:9). 
3. The Bible is fu ll of both examples of the introduction of 

innovations differing from the wa ys of God and warnings 
against the sa me. 
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( I) Leviticus 10: I , 2 represe nts an innova tion in the 
worship of God und er Juda ism for which two priests 
paid with their lives. 

(2) Even the First Ce ntury church some times 
erroneously substituted human ways or "will worship" 
in place of God's order of things (Gal. 1:6-9; Col. 
2:23). 

(3) Warnings to refrai n from adding to or subtracting 
from the Word of God appear throughout the Bible 
( Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6: Re v. 22: 18. 19). 

II. ISAIAH 55:9, "FOR AS THE HEAVENS ARE HIGHER 
THAN THE EARTH, SO ARE MY WAYS HIGHER 
THAN YOUR WAYS, AND MY THOUGHTS THAN 
YOUR THO UGHTS." 
I. A pseudo-kn owledge and a n intellectualism once 

pervaded the church a t Corinth. 
( I) The apostle Paul addressed th is worldly wisdom (the 

thoughts of men) which stood in opposition to the 
thoughts of God (divine wisdom) ( I Cor. 1: 18-27; 
3: 18-22). 

(2} God also recorded in Job a remarkable demonstra
tion of the superiority of God's wisdom ove r that of 
man's (J ob 38-39; 40: 1-9). 

2. As a conseq uence of ack nowledging God's thoughts to be 
higher than man's, man should conform to both God's 
thoughts and ways. 
( I) Joshua illustra tes the severa l preachers of God who 

have from genera tion to generation called upon men 
to serve God accordi ng to the divine will of God 
(Josh. 24: 15). 

(2) Prophecy concerning the establishment of the church 
depicts men learn ing to adopt the holy ways of God 
(lsa. 2:2, 3). 

III. ISAIAH 55:7, "LET THE WICKED FORSAKE HIS 
WAY, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAN HIS 
THOUGHTS: AND LET HIM RETURN UNTO THE 
LORD, AND HE WILL HAVE MERCY UPON HIM; 
AND TO OUR GOD, FOR HE WILL ABUNDANTLY 
PARDON." 
I. This passage announces the willi ngness of God to pardon 

those who will turn to him on his terms (the higher 
thoughts and the higher wa ys). 
(I) Simi larly, God provided a way of escape from the 

peril of the universal nood; he provid ed (a) Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness ( II Pet. 2:5), (b) the ark 
(Gen. 6:14; 7: 1), and (c) time, 120 yea rs (Gen. 6:3). 

(2) Likewise, today God does not want anyone to perish 
and will save those who turn to him on his terms 
(higher ways) (II Pet. 3:9; Heb. 5:8, 9). 
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2. Mercy is a chief characteristic of our God. 
(I) God is said to be rich or abundant in mercy ( Eph. 2:4; 

I Pet. 1:3). 
(2) By the mercy of God are we saved (Titus 3:5). 

3. God does pardon those who turn to him. 
(I) He further ref uses to remember for mer transgressions 

once they are forgiven (He b. 8: 12; I 0: 17). 
(2) Those who obey the Lord today receive FOR

GIVENESS of past sins (Eph. 1:7) and, therefore, 
there is no remembrance of these sins again as was the 
case under Judaism (Heb. 10:3). 

IV. ISAIAH 55:6, .. SEEK YE THE LORD WHILE HE MAY 
BE FOUND, CALL YE UPON HIM WHILE HE IS 
NEAR." 
I. This passage suggests that there will come a time in 

which one CANNOT call upon the Lord. 
· (I) When the end of time arrives, it will then be too late to 

endeavor to order one's life after God's thoughts and 
ways (Matt. 24:42-51; John 9:4). 

(2) Or, if death precedes the last day, it also will be a point 
after which it will be too late to seek the thoughts and 
ways of God (Luke 16: 19-31; Jas. 4:13, 14).' 

2. Calling upon the name of the Lord is something which 
men are urged by the Gospel to do today as well. 
(I) Calling upon the name of the Lord is equal to seeking 

salvation from God (Rom. 10: 13). 
(2) However, calling upon the Lord is not merely an 

acedemic expression, it equates to obedience to the 
thoughts and ways of God (Acts 22: 16; 9: 14; I Cor. 
1:2). 

V. MEN STILL COMMONLY REJECT THE THOUGHTS 
AND WAYS OF GOD. 
I. Judaism, Catholicism, Protestantism, and every other 

world religion represent a rejection of God's thoughts and 
ways. 

Now In Stock 
INCOME TAX LAW FOR 

MINISTERS AND RELIGIOUS 
WORKERS 1984 for 1983 

Make sure you prepare your 
returns accurately. 

ORDER NOW! 
$3.95 plus shipping. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200 · 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 
Texas and Florida residents add 5°/o sales tax. 
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(I) Every religious institution which is not the product of 
God's thoughts and ways will ultimately be destroyed 
in the last day (Matt. 15: 13). 

(2) Jesus died for and built one church (Matt. 16:16-19; 
Eph. 4:4; I :22, 23); every church, therefore, which is 
not identical to the church about which one can read 
in the Bible will be destroyed! 

2. Men, even Christians, are still adding innovations to 
God's thoughts and ways. 

CONCLUSION: 
I. The Lord's thoughts and ways really are higher than man's 

ways. 
2. It is not possible for feeble men to direct themselves apart 

from divine revelation and arrive someday in heaven. 
3. As long as time remains and death does not occur, souls may 

continue to turn from the ways of men to the ways of God. 
4. There will come a time beyond which it will not be possible 

to change one's ways and so alter his eternity. 
5. There are still many lost souls, within and outside of the 

church, who need to obey the Gospel before it is ever
lastingly too Ia te! 

909 Golf Road 
Waukegan, Illinois 60085 

Note: Brother Rushmore and his family are going to Taiwan to 
become missionaries to the C.hinese people. They are scheduled 
to leave May 31. Some support is still needed. Anyone 
interested in supporting mission work should contact them. 

-Editor 

FIRST ANNUAL SOUTHWEST 
ARKANSAS LECTURESHIP 

March 16-18, 1984 

• 

Theme: THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

Cullendale Church of Christ 

2707 Mount Holly Road 
Camden, Arkansas 71701 
Telephone (501) 231-5228 
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Biblical Studies 
G1lbert D. Gough. Editor 

The Man of Christ; A Soldier, An Athlete, A 
Farmer 

I I Timoth y 2: 1-1 3 

B. A . " Bi ll " Clayton 

In this his fa rewel l address, the beloved apos tle Paul 
has reminded one of his closest, most loved, and most 
trusted associates, T imothy, of his abiding lo ve for him 
- a young gospel preacher. At this writing Pa ul a nd 
Timothy had been fellow laborers for perhaps as ma ny as 
fifteen yea rs. Although Paul was saddened by some 
having dese rted him (I: 15), he se ts the stage for a ve ry 
persona l exhortation to Timothy in I: 18, with the words 
of commenda tion for Onesiphorous. 

A SOLDIER 

We obse rve the father-son rela tionship of Paul and 
Timothy, in verses I through 4. as Timothy is cha rged as a 
soldier in the Lord's army. 

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast 
heard of m e among many witnesses, the sam e 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life; that he may p lease him who hath chosen him to 
be a soldier. 

Herein, Paul identifies the intimacy with which he writes. 
One can almost feel the love and compassion , from their 
long association, flowing from Pa ul's pen as he exhorrs 
Timothy, ''be strong," Where Paul? "in the grace," 
Where?? "in the grace THAT IS IN C H RIST"(emphasis 
mine BC). Timothy knew this from his former teachings 
by Paul, but Paul knew that his life upon this ea rth was 
short and he must take this last opportunity to fort ify the 
faith of his "son in the f aith. '' Accordingly, Timoth y had 
little difficulty in un iting the actions identified in the next 
three verses with the sincerity and fervor with which Paul 
wrote. Having identified the strength , Paul now identifies 
the "how." "Commit thou, " "endure hardness, " a nd do 

OT be distracted by life 's entanglements. For, the 
so ldier in the Lord's army properly a nd adequately arms 
himself (Eph. 6: 13ff). Thus, if Timothy would ca rry the 
banner of our Lord in the Christian wa rfare, he MUST, 
''be steadfast unmo vable. always abounding in the work 
of the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58); and fulfill his obliga ti on to 
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multiply hi mself. 

As a sold ier, Timothy had been taught properly. He 
knew the kingdom fro m the world. Therefore, Pa ul had 
no worry of Timothy worshipping with the Essenes (a 
sect of the J ews) or vol unteering fo r the wrong a rmy and 
yet insist up on mainta ining fellowship with the faithful 
brethren. It would OT have been reasona ble tha t 
Timothy wou ld teac h men concerning the one church and 
ha ve those professing to obey the gospel remain in 
fellowship with Judiasm a ndf or paga n id olatry after 
baptism. He was true to the d octrine taught him a nd he 
would wa r the good warfa re. 

AN ATHLETE 

Having established the framework of his charge. Paul 
writes in verse 5. "And if a man also strive fo r masteries, 
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully . " 

The Grecia n .games (Olympic type competition) were 
prestigious a nd most we re acquainted with the rigorous 
training and keen honing of ta lents of the pa rt icipa nts. 
There were rules a nd regimenta ti on fo r the soldiers and 
likewise the pa rticipants in the games must know the 
rules and a bide thereby. The pri ze was for, and is for , 
those who strive according to the apos tolic teachings (the 
gospel, ve rse 8); concerning the kingdom and the name of 
Jesus Christ (Acts 8: 12), the entrance requi re ments, and 
the responsibil ity for continuing the C hristian 's faith fu l 
walk {Eph. 4: I; 5: 15), "in newness of l(fe" (Rom. 6:4), 
"walk not af ter the f lesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom. 
8: Iff), "walk worthy of the vocation "( Eph. 4: I), "walk in 
the light " (I J no. I :7), and "walk , even as he walked " (I 
Jno. 2:6). 

Is it reasona ble that those who were sincere, 
knowledgeable and devout would study and tra in for the 
1500 meter race, actua lly end up and run in the I 00 meter 
sprint a nd tru ly expect the crown for the 1500 meter race? 
NO! For it just does NOT correspond a nd thus does NOT 
follow. Yet some in the brotherhood are ad vocating this 
princ iple . T o run in the wro ng lane mea nt 
disqualificati on and no crown. T hus, it is not too di fficult 
to comprehend J esus' wo rds in Matthew 7:21-23. 
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A FARMER 

This section is limited to on ly ve rse 6 and ye t it is some 
wha t trans itiona l in that it prepares Timoth y for what 
was to fo ll ow. Verse 6 states, "The husbandman that 
laboureth must be j/rst partaker of the .fi"uits." 

Laboring in the fi elds was ide ntified with hard a nd long 
hou rs of work, fami ne, a nd harvest of plenty. Paul is 
usi ng the a nalogy that those fa it hful to the task of tilling 
the soil a rc necessa rily the partakers of the first harvest. 
The farmer knows that rega rdless of hi s since ri •.y, his 
knowledge, or his extent of devo ti on , tha t to plant th orns 
and gourds was to harvest same, even th ough the field 
looked accommodating. He furthe r knows that improper 
soil prepa ra ti on and culti va tion was ide ntified with no 
harvest. One just does NOT pla nt seed in anot her's soil 
(kingdom) and rea p ones own harvest. 

CONCLUSION: COUNT THE COST AND PAY 
THE PRICE 

This eloquent secti on conce rns ve rse 7 through 13 and 
reads, 

Consider ll'hat I say, and the Lord give thee 
understanding in all things. Remem ber that Jesus 
Christ of the seed o.l David was raisedji·om the dead 

according to my gospel: Wherein I su.fTer trouble, as 
an evil doer, e1•en unto bonds; but the II 'Ord of Cud 
is not bound. Therefore, I endure all thingsfor the 
elect:~· sake, that they may also obtain the salvation 
ll'hich is in Christ Jesus 11·ith eternal glory. It is a 
fa ithful saying: For ifll·e be dead 11·ith him, 1re shall 
also live ll'ith him: !l we su.fTer, ll'e shall also reign 
with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we 
believe nut yet he abidet/1 fa ithful: he cannot deny 
himse(l 

Paul denotes req uired "understanding " a nd we must 
thereby concl ude that the Christian crown is OT one 
resulting from ignorance o r accidental atta inment. Verse 
8 reverbera tes wi th the kingdom and resurrection aspects 
of the gospel. Paul was suffe ring for preaching the gospel 
a nd although hi s bonds were weighty the power of the 
word endured. Paul 's joy re lated to the elect in Christ. the 
resul t of God's grace a nd men 's purposefu l and 
intellige nt actions , the result of correct decisions. We 
must suffer with Christ to become eligible fo r that grand 
a nd glori ous crown. And , a lthough we de ny Him and 
sha me Hi m by ou r unfa ithfulness, He sha ll not wave r or 
fa il. 

2006 Sea King Dr. 
Houston, TX 77008 • 

In Light of· the Scriptures 

FAITH and ACTION 
Burton Cof'fman 

Jesus asked." Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do nut? " 
(Luke 6:46). 

This questi on is one that ough t to burn in huma n 
hearts unt il the deeds of men more nearly resemble their 
professed fa ith: for our Lord's questi on here is not simply 
an interroga ti on. it is an indic tment! 

.J esus did not charge hi s hca rers wit h lack offaith. but 
with lack of acti on. there being not the s ligh test 
suggestion that any of them were unbeli eve rs. Thus there 
is emphasit.ed in this passage the timeless truth that . 
.. While unbelieve rs must be lost. believe rs ma y be lost." 
The present genera tion has widely accepted the theory 
that men a rc sa\·ed by faith only; but faith only was not 
enough for the fir~t generation that e\·er tried it: nor is it 
enough today. 

The doctrine ofju~ti fication by "faith alone" \\a~ born 
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du ring the Reformation when civil ization was in the 
struggle of reb irth from the dead ness of the Dark Ages: 
but in all ages, the ph il osophy of me rely believi ng has had 
its practica l adherent s. 

T he ge neration to whom Jesus addressed these words 
were believe rs. but they were not doers or his will. It is to 
their c red it . however. that they had not defended their 
fa ilure through a theo logical bu lwa rk ofj ustifica tion for 
it. Today. men not only say''Lord. Lord. and do not." but 
they go further and say. "It is not necessary to do 
anything!" 

If one of th ose ancie nt believers had been reproached 
for not being bapt ited. or not taking the Lord's Supper or 
not be lo ngi ng to the chu rch. his embarrassment might 
have been evident and he wou ld have made some prom ise 

(Co ntinued on Page 10) 
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Faith and Action 
(Continued from Page 9) 
of doing the Master~s will. Today, sinners arrogantly 
reject altogether any insistence upon their obedience on 
the grounds that they ••believe "! 

Look again at those men that confronted Jesus. They 
were believers, even confessors, calling him~ ••Lord" 
repeatedly. Theirs was not mere historical faith; they even 
acknowledged him as the Messiah; moreover they were 

devout religious workers (Matt. 7:22, 23). Their 
everlasting shame sprang not out of unbelief, but out of 
inaction. God help men today not to fall into similar 
error. 

To receive the everlasting prize, men must do the will of 
Christ as revealed in the New Testament; but even then 
no one can either earn or merit eternal life. However, 
anyone can forfeit it through professing and DOING 
NOT! • 

0 -------------------------

UTHERE'S A MEETING GOING ON!" 
Sarah Hudson Pierce 

Forty-five years ago someone said to a friend, .. There ·s a 
meeting going on, why don't you go'?'' Because he said that to 
her - she went and became a Christian! 

Because she became a Christian. her mother and brother 
were soon converted. She influenced her husband to become a 
Christian. She was married to her first husband forty years and 
after he died she married another man whom she converted. 

She had one son. She was a Christian mother so she reared 
her son to want to become a Christian. Because her son had a 
friend who didn't have a Christian home and desperately 
needed one and wanted one, he looked to his friend's motherto 
be his mother - and he was led to become a Christian also. 
This friend married a Christian girl and they had two sons and 
later adopted a daughter. All three are Christians and one son is 
studying to become a gospel preacher. 

Because her son was attracted to a girl - both she and her 
mother were drawn to the church and became Christians. 

The son was attracted to the girl and they were married and 
had three children - one son was born afflicted but found a 

very special spot in the family and was sorely missed when he 
was called home twenty years later. He left two sisters who 
became Christians! 

These two sisters have married husbands who have now 
become Christians. 

And the son ·s wife had an older sister who was married. She 
and her husband looked to her sister as an example and studied 
the Word. Now they are Christians! 

And does the chain of influence stop here'! I would have to 
answer, "No," for the chain of influence whether for good or 
evil goes on indefinitely. 

And it was all because one friend listened and her heart was 
moved to obey the gospel that this chain of events started, and 
because one man said, .. There's a meeting going on. Why don't 
you goT' 

Rt. 2. Box 63 
Plain Dealing. LA 71064 • 

AU-.. C/,;.,;,n Undergraduate 

Bound Volumn I of A BURNING FIRE 
C I / [D I & Graduate 
Jcnoo o 1\eligion Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
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by JAMES W. BOYD 

Paper covering, plastic spiral binding. 
$9.00 postage paid. Order from: C. S. 
Gatlin, Jr., P. 0. Box 1397-8, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 83864-0864. Check MUST 
accompany order. 

Full Scholarsh•ps Ava•lablo For Full T1mo SrudiHIIJ on Ma.n Campus 
Gl Approved 011 Campus Programs Ava•lablo 

Call Collect for Dr. Rox A. Tumor, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway. Montgomery. AL 36117 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples.) Good pay 
and benefits. If interested, contact Steve 
Bergman, Executive Director, at P.O. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448·3557. 
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MISSION NEWS 

PROPOSED BUILDING SIGHT PURCHASED 
Charles E. Hishop 

KLANG. MALAYSIA: Word has been received that the 
funds required to purchase the land for the proposed 
church building in Klang has been raised. A check was 
presented to the church in Klang by Joe Talbot. member 
from the Lake Jackson. Texas congregation which 
pushed the goal of $115.000.00 just over the top. This was 
just in time to meet the November 7. 1983 deadline for the 
purchase agreement. Praise God that this very important 
property was purchased that His name might be 
proclaimed more effectively in that country. 

A number of individuals and congregations were 
responsible for the purchase of the land. People from all 
over the United States responded to the need. We praise 
God for each one. and thank each one who had a part in 
this great work. 

But the task is only begun. The land has been 
purchased but remains barren. The task of raising 
enough money to place a building on the property is yet 
before us. The need is critical and urgent. It might be that 
at any time the congregation will be asked to vacate the 
place where they are currently meeting. Having 
temporary quarters has given the church ••temporary .. 
status. In the eyes of the local people the church could be 
''here today and gone tomorrow. •• But when the people 
see a permanent building they will know that ··The Lord's 
church does intend to stay! .. The importance of this 
concept cannot be overly stressed. People are slow to 
change their views in religion. This is especially true 
concerning a society in which all kinds of different 
religions exist. A sign of permanency is a ... must. 

Klang still needs the help of their brethren in the 

United States. If a building is to be placed on the newly 
acquired land. money will be necded ... in a large quantity. 
Zoning regulations. high building costs and building 
standards require money. It will take one-quarter to one
half million dollars to erect a building. Already the 
church in Klang has given to their limits and beyond. 
Sister congregations need to rally to the need that this 
mission church has. There needs to be an outpouring of 
love offerings to the Lord for this good work. 

Malaysia is situated in Southeast Asia near the 
equator. It borders Thailand to the North and Singapore 
to the South. It has a population of approximately 13 
million people of which nearly half are Hindu or one of 
the Chinese religions. The church has a foothold in this 
developing country. Two congregations already own 
their property. 

Klang is situated in the industrial valley of the Klang 
River. This city a few years ago was a quiet agriculture 

·and port town. Now industry has grown up all around 
this city. Thousands of people have migrated to this 
industrial area to find jobs. People ... millions of people 
are now in the range of the church in Klang for 
evangelism. A permanent facility is desperately needed to 
launch into the task of sowing the seed of the kingdom if a 
harvest is expected. Please pray and give to this great 
need. 

Your offerings can be sent to the elders of the West link 
Church of Christ, 10025 West Central, Wichita, Kansas 
66212. Funds will be promptly forwarded to the church in 
Klang. • 

------------------------- 0 -------------------------

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Jimmy Wood, Director 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
(214) 526-7715 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-JANUARY 17, 1984 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 
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WHITE'S FERAY AOAO 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

loa 2000 
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THE FIRM FOUNDATION BOOK STORE 

You may order the following books from the Firm Foundation. On all orders postage and handling will be added to the price 
listed below. 

SOME OF THESE BOOKS ARE35to40YEARSOLD AND ARE IN LIMITEDQUANTITY.Theywould make valuable 
additions to anyone's library. 

LECTURESHIP BOOKS: 

THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD. Abilene Lectures 1956. Lectures by George Bailey. Frank Dunn. Hugo 
McCord. Foy Smith. Howard Horton. Burton Coffman and others. $3.50. 

HARDING LECTURES 1953. Informative and inspirational addresses on .. Biblical Prophecy." Lectures by: G. C. Brewer. 
W. R. Craig. B. L. Douthitt. Ernest Highers. Marshall Keeble. Rue Porter. Guy N. Woods. G. H. P. Showalter and others. 
$3.00. 

HARDING COLLEGE 1955. Theme: ··The Things Which Benefit Sound Doctrine" $3.00. 

HARDING COLLEGE 34th LECTURESHIP. Theme: .. The New Life In Christ" $3.00. 

HARDING LECTURES 1958. Theme: .. The Mission of the Church" $3.00. 

HARDING LECTURES 1966. Theme: .. My Peace I Leave With You" $3.50. 

HARDING LECTURES 1979. Theme: .. Let The Earth Hear His Voice" $5.95. 

HARDING LECTURES 1980. Theme: .. We Give Thee But Thine Own" $7.95. 

HARDING LECTURES 1981. Theme: .. Love One Another" $7.95. 

HARDING LECTURES 1982. Theme: .. The Church Renewal or Ruin" $H.95. 

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 1974. Theme: .. Great Moments With Christ .. $4.00. 

PEPPERDINE COLLEGE LECTURES 1961. Theme: .. Sharing Christ With All The World" $3.00. 

PEPPERDINE COLLEGE LECTURES 1959-1960. $3.00. 

OTHER BOOKS: 

IT'S NOT THE SAME OLD ME by Nile Donnell for new converts. Some of the chapter titles are: What your Baptism Was All 
About; A New Life; Watch Out...Satan Is Out To Get You; Special Things Christians Do. Paperback. $2.00. 

IS BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION? Jerry Moffitt. one of our staff writers. authored this excellent book. Brother 
Moffitt prepared the material while serving as campus evangelist for the University church of Christ. It is a reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on dispensationalism. Paperback. $2.25. 

I AM BORN AGAIN. Edited by Rex Kyker. Vol. II in a three book series on Undenominational Christianity. Some of the 
chapter titles are: God·s Glorious Church; God's Man; The Promise of God; Understanding your New Testament; Principles to 
Govern An Abundant Life ... l2 Chapters in all. Paperback. $2.95. 

UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN. Rex Kyker. Essays designed for searching souls that long for a balm for troubled hearts. 
Paperback. $2.95. 

EVOLUTION AND REVELATION. Written by Willard 0. Davis. This book is written with the hope that the faith of young 
men and women throughout the land will be strengthened and built up in the most holy faith. $6.95. 

SUPERNATURAL POWER AND THE OCCULT by Lynn Walker. This book deals with the nature of the occult and how it. 
has become a dominant influence in our society. The aim of this study is to describe the threats that the occult practices. 
experience-centered religions. and cults pose to the Christian and to provide a scriptural defense. Paperback. $4.00. 

THE MYSTERY OF REDEMPTION. One elder wrote concerning this work: ••J would love to see the contents of this book 
preached from every pulpit and read by every person. Christ is made so near. so understandable. This is a precious book ... •• 
$5.95. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS YESTERDAY AND TODAY. Burton Coffman makes the ten commandments come alive 
today. Paperback. $4.50. 

MY HAND IN HIS.J. G. Malphurs. Bible Gems illustrated in the life of a minister of seventy-five years. Some of the chapter 
titles are: Taught to the Tune of a Hickory Stick; My First Scare of Hell; How to Break Away I-' rom Bad Habits; Amusing 
Distractions In Worship; and I Saw the Terrible Moral Decline. 52 chapters in all. Hardback. $5.00. 

OLD PATHS PULPIT. A book of thirty-three sermons and essays. Much of the matter contained in this series of sermons is 
controversial and it is not expected that those who read this book should give it an unqualified endorsement. Most. if not all of 
the writers of these sermons are. or were at the time of preparation of the sermons opposed to class teaching. commonly called 
.. Sunday School. "In these pages the arguments relied on to support such a contention may be learned.( n no other publication 
will be found so much matter on one side of this subject. therefore. on this account no preacher can well afford to be without it. 
$2.50. 
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DECISION IN PARIS by Jack Welch. 1\t age nineteen Sarah is unprepared to answer the two questions which face her: 
··What is love?" a nd "Whom shou ld a Chri stian marry?"' She is home from co llege fo r the summer and Brad has been showi ng 
mo re than usua l interest in her. However. she's surprised when he proposes. and she's astonished tha t she's not able to give him 
a .,pcedy answer. Her pro blem is not that Brad is not hand some, in telligent. or strong in fact. he's almost everything that a 
girl could want in a husband. But Sara h is a Christian, and Brad is an A THEIST. S hould a Chri st ian marry a person who can 
neve r ~hare the emoti ona l a nd religious life tha t i~ a vital part or a Christia n's existence? Is it enough for the nonbelie ver to 
allow the Ch ristian to pu rsue the re ligious I ife a lone? I his book will he! p young people answer t hcse and other 4uestions. $4.00. 

Order all books from: 
THE FIRM FO UN DATION P BLISIII NG HO SE, INC. 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pen~acola. Florida .12522 
Texa~ and Florida re~ident~ add SC i ~ale~ tax. 
All orders on WATS line under $10.00 - $ 1.00 service charge, 1-800-874-1 804. 

NEW BOOK BY 

G. K. WALLACE 

"AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND 
RETIREMENT SERMONS" 

One of the most unforgetable preachers 
of the twentieth century 

Order From 
Mary Lois Forrester 

P.O. Box 723 
High Springs, FL 32643 

$7.95 + $1 .00 Postage and Handling 

HANDCRAFTED GEN LEATHER 

"8ilteJ ?Zelound" 
SOUTHERN REBIND 

P. 0 . BOX 7007 
GADSDEN. AL 35901 

Hand Bobles · S25.00 

nON TENNYSON 

Famoly Bobles • S40.00 

442-7740 
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THE WAY HOME 
New Testament 

(King James Version) 

EASY TO READ 

SPECIAL SECTION 
Twenty pages of Bible Helps 

including 
The Plan of Salvation 

Th is popular new edition is I DEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

Sold in boxes of 100 at the low price of 
$70.00 (plus freight) . 

For 70ft a copy, every congregation 
(or individual interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send $1 for your sample copy to: 

Johnson Publishing, P.O.Box 100704, 
Nashville, TN 37210 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2.760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\,11 1 

~ - -
.. • I ~~ ~ 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Be1ng Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road M emphis. Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362- 5 139 

Order by phone Toil-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 
4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counsel. 

Allofthisandmoreforaonetime.enrollmentchargeof$50andalowmonthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
lubbock, Texas 79401 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

Telephone 
(806) 744-3485 

PLAN #501 

Ded'uctibles .................... $100.00 

Family ........................ $154.00 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

PLAN #503 
$500.00 

$130.51 

Single ........................ $ 59.25 $ 52.89 $ 50.21 

(Most States) 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 
•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 
•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

& DISMEMBERMENT 
•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

Write or ull for d .. 1ila. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P. 0. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 
817 I 496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $200 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
AlASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH Of CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd •• 99608. Will contact relatives or friends 
in Alaska. Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 
314, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. Phone 272-7584 
or 663- '/427. 

ATT'N MILITARY- UPTOWN CHURCH Of CHRIST 
SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 3630 N. "E ... St. Sunday 
9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. '/:00 P.M. Call 
883-2550 or W. P. Jolly, Min. '/95-2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL Of BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3. 168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303-986-5800. 

2707 S. lamar. St .• Denver. CO 8022'/. 
BELLVIEW CHURCH Of CHRIST 

4850 Saufley Road 
Pensacola. Florida 32506 

Phone 455-7596 
Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00A.M .• 
6:00P.M .• Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M .• Max 
R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full2 year program, V.A. approved. Max R. Miller. 
Director. 
BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes. 10:1 5; Worship. 11 :00. Phone 20'/-
989-2639. or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write 
about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 
Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off I· 
81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday '/:30 P.M. 
Phone 1-703-669-1896. Kenneth Chambers. 
Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH Of CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M .• Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 
P.M. William E. Wardlaw. Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
15036 Katy Freeway (1-1 0 West) 

Houston. Texas 7'/094 
('113) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study '/:30 
P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH Of CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46203 
(31 '/) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 1 0:00 A.M .• Worship 11 :00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study '/:45 
P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-046'/. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303- '/89-4'/49 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Texas '/8'/45 

C. M. Horner. Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written 
material and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A
Month Club and receive special lessons on many 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church 
of Christ. 2432 2'/th St., lubbock, TX '/9411. 
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Washington, D.C. area - 20 minutes from our nation's 
capital, Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., 
Alexandria, Virginia 22301, phone (703) 836-3083or971-
4147, Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 
YUMA, ARIZ., 651 W. 28th St. Sunday -10, 11 a.m. & 
6:30 p.m. Ph. 344-3'/50. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
FULL TIME PREACHER WANTED for Church of Christ 
in Galena Park, Texas (Houston area). Average 
attendance 40-50. Weekly contribution $550.00. 
Facilities are unencumbered. Auditorium seats 450. 
18 classrooms. Salary plus fine, brick home, 
unfurnished, with utilities. Send resume to D. E. 
Lanier, 1702·8 St., Galena Park, TX 7'/54'/. 
Telephone ('/13) 6.i4-1308. 

NORTH TEXAS CONGREGA liON SEEKING RETIRED 
MINISTER who is not ready to retire, but would like to 
continue class teaching with emphasis on personal 
work. Nice house furnished. Must have own income. 
If interested write to: Elders, Iowa Park Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 520,Iowa Park, TX '/636'/orphone 
81 '/-692-5416. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbaden, Germany, seeks 
preacher. Terms: Married. both strong in personal 
work, 3 year contract, partial support may be 
required. Send resume, family picture and 
sermon/lesson cassettes to: Ron Coslett, PSC Box 
4652, APO New York 09633. 
PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 50 
seeking retired, semi-retired or can work part time. 
We can provide some support. Please send resume to 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 6'/, Buckeye. AZ 85326. 
Young, growing congregation needs a man to come 
and work with them. Mission area with support 
available. Call 319-653-2329, 319- '/28-88'11. or 
319-653-3312, or write to Church of Christ. 835 S. 
Ave. D. Washington, Iowa 52353. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
PREACHER SEEKING TO RELOCATE: Have 4Yz years 
experience, B.A. in Bible from O.C.C .• 32 years old, 
married with two children. Prefer to remain in 
northern or mountain states. Resume and tape 
available. Contact Dennis Stackhouse. 1 SO'/ 
Sheridan Drive. Norfolk, Nebraska 68'/01. (402) 
3'/1-005'/ or 3'/1-4332. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK 310 OFFSET PRINTING MACHINE with plate 
maker and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 512-
664- '/6'/2 or 512-664-365'/. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bales position explained and denied 

$5./0 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Texas /8.i45 

PAPER CUTTER for sale. Antique lever action 
Challenge. On legs. Cuts full ream of paper 18" 
wide. Excellent condition. Ideal for church print 
shop. $550 FOB Kerrville, Texas. Call 512-25/-
8148, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, fL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S 
HOME FOR HOUSEPARENTS and other type 
employees such as, SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, 
RELIEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. 
HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS 
AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR 
MECHANICS, CAMPUS BEAUTIFICA liON, ETC. 
WOMEN APPLICANTS, OTHER THAN HOUSE
MOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT FILING, NURSERY 
EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF SETTING UP 
AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY 
SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 589-2236 
(night/weekends), or write to Route 16, Box IS, 
Medina, TX 78005. 

FREE! Small congregation in m1ssron field needs a 
FREE bus or busses. Currently picking up 40-50 on 
Wednesday nights. Want to do mission work? 
Contact Church of Christ, Box 213. Sabetha, KS 
66534 or call 913-284-2022 or 402-855-43'/5. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Vernal, Utah has some 75 good 
song books which have been used but are in good 
condition. We wish to make them available to some 
mission congregation or camp which might be able to 
use them. Tliey are free except for the cost of postage to 
deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Verna~ Utah 84078. 
FOR JUST ONE DOLLAR ($1) you can help pay off the 
mortgage on our building, lifting a heavy burden 
from our shoulders and bring us very close to being a 
self-supporting congregation. We can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. Could you please help with 
only one dollar? Church of Christ, RFD #1, Box 232, 
New Egypt, N.J. 08533. References upon request. 
Tel. (609) '/68-2521. Results published on this 
page. 
HAVE CREDIT PROBLEMS I Obtain a major credit card 
(M /C or Visa), Guaranteed. even if you have bad 
credit, no credit. bankrupt or divorced. For free 
brochure send S.A.S.E. to 1st Capitol Credit, P. 0. 
Box 9620, #21'/, Ft. Worth, TX '/610/, or call (817) 
45'/-5581. Anytime. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe 
to7 
IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to 
finish my last year at the BELLVIEW PREACHER 
TRAINING SCHOOL. For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4654 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32506 
(904) 453-3426 
INVESTIGATE! The Firm foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowinglf take questionable 
advertising. But it is the reader s responsibility to 
investi,ate. Uke any other paper, we sometimes 
unwitlmgly run an unworthy ad. As the old saying goes, 
before you invest, investigate! 

Let's all build the firm foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and gel your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
dub Rate - $11.00 ~Jer year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents per issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~ year 
per subscription (Prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) 1s mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
11200, Pensacola, fL 32522. 

Let up print the next membership directory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for information and free sample 
directory. Spangler Church Directory Printing Service, 
P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or call (916) 885-5776. 

Mississippi Evangelist Needs $400 in Monthly 
Support. Good references. Thirty-one years 
experience; 19 in East Mississippi mission field. 
Send inquiries to: G. f. Raines, P. 0. Box 97, 
Newton, Miss. 39345. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older 
Brotherhood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, 
Box 285, Shawnee, OK /4801. 
SUPPORTING CON GREGA liON NEEDED. We are 
looking for a church interested in doing mission work 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado. We have a building 
and a preacher's house but are unable to provide full
time support. Write Steamboat Springs Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box .,.i11 53. Steamboat Springs, CO 
804'// or call (303) 8/9-/615. 
"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY .. Free 
Congregational Workshops Galus Fund for Needy 
Ministers. For Information Write To: L. D. Byrd; 
11880 Greenville Ave.. Suite #1 06; Dallas, TX 
i5243. 
WANTED: FAMILY INTERESTED IN DOING PERSONAL 
WORK FOR THE CHURCH IN IOWA. Income plus 
fringe benefits. No ability to speak from the pulpit 
required, however, must be competent in 
conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Call 1-615-236-3460. 
WANTED TO BUY a good working, used folding 
machine. If you have one to sell or trade. write: 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 20i. Rising Star, TX 
/64/1 or call81i-643-6162. 
WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, 
Abilene, Texas /9604. 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 

CALL AMI FEATURES: 

TOLL-FREE • Firm - "No Floating"- Interest Rates 

FOR • Guaranteed Funds 

FREE INFORMATION • Bond Brokerage 

1-800-858-4006 • Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 • IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

January 1, 1983, to August 1, 1983, Affiliated Managers, Inc. has assisted 31 churches of Christ In 
securing $11,541,500! Included are: 

Central Franklin Mattapan Royalwood Castle Heoghts 
Church of Chrost Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 

Wochota. KS. Grand Rapids. MI. Mattapan. MASS. Houston, TX Winston-Salem, N.C. 
$500.000 $225,000 $130,000 $1,350,000 $300.000 
Womberly Sycamore Voew Belmont Central Tempe 

Church of Chrost Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 
Womberly, TX Memphos, TN. Pueblo. CO. Amarillo, TX. Tempe. AZ. s 190.000 $600.000 $206.000 $1.400.000 $112,500 
Metropo litan Spruce Street Southwest Southside Highway 6 

Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 
Ft. Worth. TX Augusta. AR. Phoenix, AZ. Houston. TX. Alvin, TX. 

$100.000 $100.000 $915.000 $150,000 $57,000 
Southsode Southwest North Davos Myrtle Avenue Centralia 

Church of Christ Church o f Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ 
Seattle. WA. Pueblo, CO. Arlington. TX. Long Beach. CA. Centralia. MI. 

$70.000 $350,000 $250,000 $45.500 $90,000 
14th Street lola Street Centreville Graham Street Cliff View 

Church of Chrost Church of Christ Church o f Christ Church of Chrost Church of Christ 
West Memphos. AR. Denver. CO. Centrevolle. ll. West Memphis. AR. Dallas. TX. 

$100.000 $100.000 $350,000 $100.000 $270,000 
Hermotage Church o f Christ Park City Beattoe Road McComb 

Church of Chrost on Grand Junct ion Church of Christ Church of Christ Church o f Christ 
Hermotage. TN. Grand Junctoon. CO. Knoxville. TN. Albany. GA. McComb, MS. 

$325.000 $360.000 $200.000 $625.000 $165,000 
Church of Christ 

Forney. TX. 
$55.000 

"The Cornerstone of Church Financing" 

TALM 
MIKE 
4300 
OK LA 

08 / 8 3 
TALL EY 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
Serving churches of Christ since 1959. 

N ANN ARBOR 
CI TY, OK 731 22 



1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1984 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 - Austin, Texas, January 24, 1984 No.4 

"THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT"-· 
mGHT AND WRONG USES OF IT 

Garland Elkins 

The Restoration plea is a valid one. God intended for 
the Scriptures to be the standard of authority for all time. 
From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus affirmed his 
absolute authority. At the beginning of his ministry the 
people were astonished at his teaching, ''for he taught 
them as one having authority," (Matt. 7:29). After his 
resurrection he declared, "All authority has been given 
me in heaven and on earth," (Matt. 28: 18). Therefore, 
obedience or disobedience to his word will determine 
wnether we shall be accepted or rejected (John 12:48). 

The plea of the Restoration Movement was for the 
people who were held in the bonds of denomina
tionalism to reject the doctrines and commandments of 
men and accept the teaching of God's word. They 
offered no human plan by which the unity of believers 
could be brought about. They insisted that men "speak 
where the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible 
is silent." This principle is clearly set out in I Peter4: 11, "If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." 

"THE LORD ESTABLISHED ONE 
CHURCH (MATTHEW 16:18), AND 
MEN HAVE NO MORE RIGHT TO 
BUILD THEIR OWN CHURCHES 

THAN THEY DO TO WRITE THEIR 
OWN BIBLES!" 

This is still the plea of faithful brethren. Denominational 
churches did not exist in the days of the apostles. They 
have been produced by human doctrines and are 
responsible for the discord and strife which exists in the 
religious world today. God's people ought to be one (I 
Cor. 14:33; James 3:14-16). The Lord established one 

church (Matt. 16:18), and men have no more right to 
build their own churches than they do to write their own 
Bibles! The unity for which the true church of our Lord 
pleads is the type of unity which existed in the Jerusalem 
church (Acts 4:32). 

Wrong Uses Of The "Restoration Movement" 

There are two uses of the Restoration plea, a right and 
a wrong use. Both Christ and his apostles placed great 
emphasis on the necessity of holding to sound doctrine 
(Matt. 7:15-20; II Tim. 1:13; I Tim. 4:1-5). It should be 
emphatically stated that a principle of truth does not 
change even though people and situations do change 
(Matt. 24:35; Rom. 3:4). Since many in the Restoration 
Movement have failed to realize the above stated truth, 
this has led to numerous abuses of the Restoration plea. 
We take note of a few of these abuses. 

( 1) A case in point is the Christian Church. They often 
contend that they "stand within the heritage of the 
'Restoration Movement'" because they have some 
historical connection with the Restoration Movement. 
This, they contend, proves they are faithful to the 
Restoration plea. This does not follow, for the Christian 
Church has ceased to "speak where the Bible speaks 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

''AND THEY SHALL ALL 
BE TAUGHT OF GOD'' 

At a time when God was pleading with Israel to return to faithfulness, 
Hosea wrote, "My people are dest ruyed for lack of know/edge: because 
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee. "The children of God 
today are in no less danger than was Israel when Hosea prophesied. Jesus 
said. "And they shall all be taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned oft he Father, cometh unto 1ne. "For one to come 
to Christ, he must first learn of Christ. New Testament Christianity is a 
religion of knowledge. The word of God is to be " ... in their 1ninds, wriuen 
in their hearts" (Heb. 8: 10). God has given us His will, but we will not 
benefit from it until we put His law into our· hearts and order our lives by 
it. 

GOD'S WILL IS IN HIS WORD 

In one of Jesus' confrontations with the Sadducees, they thought they 
had asked him an unanswerable question; but he answered them by 
saying, "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God" 
(Matt. 22:29). The two always go together: the only way we can know the 
power of God (or any of His attributes) is by knowing the Scriptures. He 
reveals Himself to man through the written word. Only when we learn the 
word of God can we know the nature, the character and the will of God. 
How important is our knowledge of the word? Jesus said, "Not every one 
that saith unto n1e, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will ofmy Father which is in heaven"(Matt. 7:21). 
The only way to please God is to do His will, and that will is revealed in 
His word. No one can HEAR that word for us. No one can STUDY it for 
us. No one can BELIEVE and OBEY it for us. lfwetrulyvalueoursouls 
as Jesus does (Matt. 16:26), we will never be satisfied with a .. second
hand faith." We will study for ourselves (as did the Bereans, Acts 17: II) 
to know the will of God so that we may be free from sin and citizens in the 
Kingdom of Christ. 

ONLY THE TRUTH MAKES MEN FREE 

A promise of Jesus that each of us can stake our soul's salvation on 
says, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." And in 
all of this great, powerful world of ours there is nothing else that will! All 
have become enslaved to sin (Rom. 3:23) and must be set free. The word 
of God is the truth that sets men free (J n. 17: 17), but it does so only when 
they learn the word, believe it and obey it. Honesty, sincerity, and purity 
of purpose are important, but NOTHING comes close to replacing 
TRUTH. Without TRUTH there cannot be forgiveness of sin. 

In I Kings 13 is recorded the story of a man who was zealous to carry 
out the will of God, but he made one fatal mistake. Instead of believing 
what God said, HE BELIEVED WHAT SOMEONE TOLD HIM GOD 
SAID. He thought it was true, BUT IT WAS A LIE! The young, honest, 
zealous, sincere prophet was killed for his mistake. (We shudder to think 
of the multiplied millions who today follow what men TELL THEM 
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GOD HAS SAID instead of searching the scriptures for 
themselves.) There are those in the Lord's church who 
decry any attempt to weed out false teaching, but false 
teaching is just as dangerous to us today as it was to the 
young prophet in I Kings. Believing a lie killed him, and 
there is no reason to suppose any better result today. 

Jeremiah called on the people who had departed from 
God to return to Him and His will. He begged them, "Ask 
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein" (Jer. 6: 16). We need [hat same admonition 
sounded out today; and not only today but in every age. 
The scriptures are filled with warnings about departing 
from the teachings of God (Gal. I :6-9; I I J n. 9-11, etc.). If 
we would please the Lord and if we would be free from 
sin, we must be "taught of God" and remain faithful to 
His word. 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE CAUSES CONFUSED 
THINKING 

Good and honest people, because they did not 
understand the Scriptures, killed the Son of God (Acts 
3:17-18; I Cor. 2:8). ThroughignoranceoftheScriptures, 
good folk belittle the worship taught in God's word, 
bemean the Lord's church and vilify those who 
" ... contend earnestly for the faith, once for all delivered 
to the saints. "I guess we will always have atnong us those 
who do not want to " ... ask for the old paths, and walk 
therein." And, because they listen more to what MEN 
SAY God says than to the word of God itself, they are led 
astray on ~umerous roads of departure. 

We have heard some say ''the church is not that 
important, there are good people in all churches." But the 
Scriptures plainly declare that Jesus built one church, 
died for one church, is the head of one church and is the 
Saviour of one church. Failure to study God's word leads 
to confused thinking about the church. We see evidence 
of this with regard to: (I) Worship; "God didn't say not 
to"; (2) Salvation; "We put too much emphasis on 
baptism"; (3) Terminology; "My church ·teaches," or My 
pastor says," or "I'm a Church of Christ. "A list of such 
foolish terminology could go on and on. Disciples of 
Christ, who are true learners, do not use such words and 
phrases so foreign to the Scriptures, but rather, as a 
natural result of study, use terms that are found in the 
Bible to express Biblical ideas. 

FIRM TEACHING IS ALWAYS NECESSARY 

Christians are told to " ... standfast in thefaith"(l Cor. 
16: 13), and to " ... contend earnestly for the faith, which 
was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). If the 
Lord's people are not to be "DESTROYED FOR LACK 
OF KNOWLEDGE," there must be firm teaching given 
and received. We should be careful that we not fall for the 
trap of HEAPING TO OURSELVES TEACHERS 
AFTER OUR OWN LUST (II Tim. 4:3). The whole 
counsel of God must be preached from our pulpits, and . 
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we should never pressure our preachers into being 
weaklings who preach only selected portions of the 
Scriptures. We must also guard against supporting 
teachers who prophesy SMOOTH THINGS AND 
DECEITS (lsa. 30:10), who preach only what the people 
want to hear instead of what they need to hear. Such 
preaching will never impart the necessary material to the 
people who are in need of instruction. 

On one occasion when men were offended in a 
preacher, Jesus asked them, II What went ye out to see? A 
reed shaken by the wind"(Matt. II :7)? If one is preaching 
to implant faith, his preaching must be firmly grounded 
in the faith. We live in a world that n~eds to come to a 
knowledge of the word of God. This is a time when the 
church needs to hear what Paul said to Timothy, "These 
things command and teach ... Give heed to reading, to 
exhortation, to teaching ... Study to show thyself 
approved unto God ... Preach the word, in season, out of 
season." Because of the tremendous importance of Bible 
knowledge and the need for preachers to faithfully and 
fully preach the word, congregations must see that their 
preachers have enough time to study. Preachers that are 
expected to use most of their timed uring the week serving 
self-centered members and are left with little time to 
study The Book will have very little to say in Sunday's 
sermons. Preachers cannot use most of their time feeding 
those who demand physical attention and still have time 
to prepare to feed those that are starving for want of 
spiritual food. Brethren need to learn what the work of an 
evangelist is and then allow- better yet- demand that 
that work come first. 

The apostle Paul declared that he was "SET FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL" (Phil. I: 17), and so 
should we be. Compromise, or even surrender, may seem 
better to some, but not Paul nor the Lord he served. 
When teachecs would have forced a restriction not found 
in the gospel, Paul opposed them and wrote, "To whom 
we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour"(Gal. 
2:5). If today, God's people do not have the knowledge 
they should have, and if destruction comes as a result, it 
will be because too many soldiers of the cross gave up the 
battle for truth without ever getting into the fight. 
Standing firm for the teaching of God's word will not 
make you popular (it never has) with others, but it will 
gain you God's approval. If we would be honest with 
ourselves, we would admit that even the average man on 
the street does not respect the individual who refuses to 
STAND for what he believes in. With the New Testament 
plainly commanding Christians to stand for the faith, 
how do you reckon that so many today are hostile toward 
anyone who does just that'? Do you suppose there have 
been some among us saying that it is wrong, unkind and 
not Christian to defend the faith'! The New Testament 
speaks of Jesus as both a "'lion" and a "'lamb." With 
regard to people and His relationship to them, He was 
truly a lamb, but when it came to' principle and the 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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"And They Shall All Be Taught Of God" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

doctrine of God, He was a lion like none this earth has 
ever seen. Somehow we need to learn this lesson. It is not 
unchristian to be firm in the faith. As a matter of fact we 
fail to be Christ-like when we are otherwise. May we 
preach the word and defend the faith in the spirit of 
Christ. May our preaching be firm but also in love. There 

"The Restoration Movement"
Right And Wrong Uses Of It 
(Continued from Page 1) 

and remain silent where the Bible is silent." The Catholic 
Church claims to be the true church; however, it is an 
apostate church, having been produced by a departure 
from the truth (Acts 20:30-31; II Thess. 2:1-12; I Tim. 4:1-
4). Both churches, Catholic and Christian, have 
disregarded matters of obligation to God and both have 
involved themselves in matters which the Bible makes 
clear that men cannot practice and be faithful to God. 
Whether one eats turnip greens or steaks does not 
affect his standing with God, but whether one uses 
mechanical instrumental music in the worship of 
the church does involve his relationship to God! 
Instrumental music, sprinkling, and pouring instead of 
baptizing, do affect one's salvation! It is one thing to claim 
to be a part of the Restoration Movement; it is quite 
another thing for one to practice the Restoration 
principle. Since the Christian Church no longer 
practices the principle, it is incorrect for them to· contend 
that they are faithful to the ideals of the Movement. 

(2) To look to the early leaders .of the Restoration 
Movement as authority in religion is a wrong use of the 
Restoration plea. To give undue emphasis to men, to 
idolize men and to think of them above that which is 
written is a grave error (I Cor. 3:21; 4:6). The leaders of 
the Restoration Movement pointed men to Christ and 
His word, not to themselves. 

(3) To look to editors of papers, schools, and even to a 
particular congregation, as our authority in religion, 
instead of looking to the Bible, is a wrong use of the 
Restoration Movement (I Thess. 5:21; I Pet. 4:11). 

(4) To seek support for false doctrines through a 
confusion of terms is a wrong use of the Restoration 
Movement. This type deception is currently being 
pushed from many quarters. Sometimes referred to as 
the "unity in diversity" movement, it is an effort to 
deceive people through a confusion of terms. 

(5) To trust in our past accomplishments is another 
wrong use of the Restoration Movement. Our 
forefathers taught the truth and thus the church was 
restored. However, unless we believe the truth and obey 

4 (909) 

is no room in the life of a Christian for any other attitude. 

Let us diligently apply ourselves to learning God's 
word. To be His children, we must be students of the 
Bible. Let us mold our lives by its teaching and promote 
and defend the truth that makes us free so that heaven can 
be our home. 

William S. Cline, Editor • 
it from our hearts and serve the Lora acceptably then 
·the accomplishments of the past will avail nothing for us. 

(6) To develop an attitude that we have arrived and 
therefore do not need to continue to study and to guard 
that which has been delivered unto us, is another wrong 
use of the Restoration Movement (II Tim. 2: 15; I Tim. 
6:20). While it is true that the plan of salvation, the 
worship and organization of the church, etc., have been 
restored, it is not true that we no longer need to study. It 
is an absolute necessity that we grow, understand 
and fully believe these truths for ourselves. It is also 
imperative that we give serious study and consideration 
to Christian living. 

(7) Another dangerous and extremely hurtful attitude 
is to adopt the view that because the Restoration leaders 
did a thing makes it right. To adopt the view that a thing is 
right because the Restoration leaders taught and/or did 
it is a wrong use of the Restoration Movement. This is a 

MEN MUST " ... BE GOVERNED BY 
THE WORD OF GOD IN ALL THINGS 

WITHOUT ADDITION OR 
SUBTRACTION, MODIFICA·TION 

OR ALTERATION." 

dangerous and extremely hurtful attitilde. Some of what 
some of the Restoration leaders taught and did was 
absolutely sinful. The formation of the Missionary 
Society and the introduction of instrumental music into 
the New Testament worship, thus corrupting both the 
organization and the worship of the church, must be 
opposed and exposed for what it really is, Error! 

(8) To say that Alexander Campbell was the founder of 
the Lord's church is a wrong use (a misrepresentation) of 
the Restoration Movement. The leaders of the 
Restoration Movement started nothing,. but rather 
restored the Lord's church by the preaching of the true 
gospel (Lk. 8:11, 15). 

Right Uses Of The "Restoration Movement" 

( 1) The leaders of the Restoration Movement pled for 
the word of God as the all sufficient rule of faith and 
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practice in religion (II Tim. 3: 16, 17). They opposed all 
creeds and doctrines of men (Matt. 15:9). They preached 
Christ and Him crucified (I Cor. 2: 1-2; Gal. 6:14). Sinners 
were taught to believe in Christ, repent of their sins, and 
upon the confession that Jesus is the Son of God, to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins (Heb. 11:6; Acts 2:22-38; Acts 8:35-40). They were 
taught that the Lord would add the obedient to his 
church as he did in the first century (Acts 2:47). This is 
New Testament teaching, and therefore a correct use of 
the Restoration Plea. 

(2) The brethren in the Restoration Movement 
admonished the disciples to work and worship as did the 
early disciples and to wear the name of Christ, being 
Christians only, and only Chri'stians, with no 
denominational affiliation or membership whatever 
(Acts 11:26). As they taught the truth on these matters 
then, so must we now. This is a correct use of the 
Restoration Plea. 

(3) The brethren in the early days of the Restoration 
Movement taught that if men would follow the teaching 
of the New Testament faithfully, this would result in the 
unity for which our Lord so earnestly prayed (John 
17:20, 21). This teaching is as relevant now as when they 
taught it. 

(4) The faithful brethren of the Restoration Movement 
pled with men to be governed by the word of God in all 
things without addition or subtraction, modification or 
alteration. This is the position to which we hold; here we 
stand, exhort and contend! This is the scripturally safe 
position (Jer. 6:16; I Peter 4:11; II John 9-11). 

The principle of Restoration is right. Men might 
destroy all wheat plants in the world but that would not 
have destroyed the wheat kingdom as long as they did 
not destroy the wheat seed. The seed could be planted 
and it would reproduce itself - the same thing it 
produced originally. "Reproduction" is defined as "the 
process by which animals and plants bring forth after 
their kind." The kingdom, the church, therefore is not 
destroyed as long as the seed (the word of God- Luke 
8:11) remains. The seed will never be destroyed (Matt. 
24:35; I Peter 1:25). When that seed is planted in good 
soil, "an honest and good heart," (Lk. 8: 15) it will 
produce what it has always produced - the church of 
the Lord (Acts 2:1-47). We subscribe to no requirements 
for membership but those set out in the New Testament; 
we hold to no organization except that revealed by 
inspired men, and we engage in no worship but that 
required by divine revelation. Therefore, the 
Restoration Plea is right, and there is no doubt that 
we constitute the church of the Lord.! • 
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THE PLAGUE OF SELF-PITY 
Dub McClish 

It is possible for one to be too hard on oneself, 
unnecessarily reproaching and condemning oneself. 
However, it is also possible to be too easy on oneself. This 
often takes the form of self-pity. People who are 
constantly dripping with self-sympathy are at the same 
time to be pitied and shunned. They not only ruin life for 
themselves, but they spoil it for others upon whom they 
descend with their tales of woe, if they're allowed to. Are 
you struggling under a plague of self-pity? If so, consider 
the following facts about it: 

l. It is a mark of immaturity. Babies are notoriously 
self-sympathetic. If they are hungry or uncomfortable, it 
matters not to them that it is 2:00a.m.! In their self-pity 
they holler till somebody comes. They don't give a 
thought to the fact that Mother and Daddy need their rest 
for the coming day. A person who is mature has learned 
to take some lumps, suffer some discomfort and walk 
through some valleys, without becoming an embittered, 
long-faced complainer. 

2. It makes one insensitive to others. If one is 
constantly focusing only on his own troubles and 
problems, he can hardly be understanding and 
sympathetic toward others. Such a person is constantly 
seeking sympathy and murmuring about being neglected 

and having no one who loves them or cares for them. "I 
have more problems than anyone else," they wail. But 
how do they know'! They don't know or care about the 
suffering of others. 

3. It makes one miserable. None are more unhappy on 
this earth than those who are completely wrapped up in 
themselves. The more they think only of themselves the 
worse it makes them feel, and the worse they feel the more 
they pity themselves! 

4. It robs us of friends. The chronic self-pitier will 
always be a grouchy, pessimistic fusser who has forgotten 
how to talk without a certain whine in the voice. Who 
likes to be around that sort of person? 

5. It can make one physically and emotionally ill. 

The self-pitier needs to 'grow up: ~~Be not children in 
mind ... , but in mind be men" (I Cor. 14:20). It is right to 
love oneself, but we are also taught to love our neighbors 
as ourselves (Matt. 22:39). 
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Denton, TX 76201 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. /:.ai10r 

PRACTICING PURE CHRISTIANITY 
(II T imothy 2: 14-26) 

Jody L. Apple 

The apos tle Paul had great love a nd respect for the 
yo ung evangelist Ti mothy. His conce rn for T imothy is 
seen in the fol lowing ways: ( I) He referred to him as "my 
dearly beloved son" (II Timothy I: 2) a nd as "my own son 
in the faith" ( I Timothy I :2). (2) He worked side by side 
with him beginning in Oerbe a nd Lystra on the second 
missiona ry jou rney (Acts 16: Iff), a nd continuing on to 
the city of Rome, where Paul was presently awaiting his 
execution ( II T imothy 4:6ff). They beca me, no doubt, the 
best of friends during this time. (3) Along the way, Paul 
kept in touch with the young eva ngelist. He wrote to him 
at least the two ep istles which bear hi s na me. He made 
mention of him in other epistles as being present wit h him 
in his labo rs (Romans 16:2 1; ll Corinthia ns 1:1, 19; 
Philippians I: I; Colossians I: I; I and II Thessa lonia ns 
I: I; Philemon I: I). (4) He used him often as a messenger 
to the churc hes with which he wor ked ( l Corinthia ns 
4: 17: 16: 10; Phil ippians 2: 19; l T hessa lon ians 3:2, 6). (5) 
His love is fu rther seen in that he was mindfu l to 
remember Timot hy in his prayers nigh t and day ( II 
T imothy I :3-5). (6) F ina lly, Paul 's conce rn for Timothy is 
seen in his desi re to see him once again before he (i.e. , 
Paul) dies (II Timothy I :4; 4:9ff). 

In the two epistl es penned to T imothy, Pa ul devoted a 
great amou nt of time to encouraging his close friend. l n 
the fi rst epistle, Paul exhorted T imothy to: ( I) "charge 
some that they teach no other doctrine" (I :3); (2) "war a 
good warfare" ( I: 18); (3) pray for all men (2: I); (4) "put 
the brethren in remembrance of these things" (4:6) ; (5) 
"neglec t not the gift that is in thee" (4: 14); (6) " take heed 
to thyse lf" (4: 16): {7) "observe these things" (5:2 1 ); (8) 
"flee these things" (6: I I): (9) "keep this commandment'' 
(6: 14): and ( 10) "keep that whic h is committed to thy 
trust " (6:20). 

It is not un usual, therefore, to cons ider the second 
epist le to Timothy in the same manner. Thus far, Paul has 
encouraged Timothy to: ( I) "sti r up the gift of God" (I :6: 
cf. l Timoth y 4: 14): (2) "hold fast the form of sou nd 
words" ( I: 13): (3) "be strong in the grace that is in Chris t 
Jesus" (2: 1): (4) "endure hard ness, as a good sold ier of 
Jesus Christ" (2:3): and (5) "to cons ider what l say"(2:7). 

Throughout the epist les to Timoth y, we find Pau l 
ex horting, encouraging. a nd instructing Timoth y. He 
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te lls him what to teach. say, do, and how to live. Paul's 
advice in these ep ist les contains doctri na l discourses as 
well. but it also contains a great amount of practi cal 
material. It is this, Paul's concern for Timothy's 
PRACTICE of pure Christianity. that forms the bu lk of 
the lessons to be gained in II Timothy 2: 14-26. 

I. PAUL ADMONISHES TIMOTHY TO RIGHTLY 
DIVIDE THE WORD 

Much discussion has been devoted to the meaning of 
ORTHOTOMEO, here rendered "rightly dividing." Its 
meaning has confused many, led others to establish 
myriads of topical and chronologica l divisio ns. and 
prompted numerous se rm ons on the necessi ty of studying 
the wo rd of God. All of these arc we ll and good, but in 
ligh t of the ge neral tenor of Pau l's cnistlcs to Timot hy, 
and especially in view of the immediate context. it seems 
tha t Paul is emphasizing the need for Timoth y to "handle 
aright " the word of truth by PRACTIC I 'G its precepts 
in his own li fe. 

T his would, of course. include understanding what the 
Bible teaches, but there exists a world of difference 
betwee n knowing a nd doing. The same word 
(ORTHOTOMEO) is used in t he Sept uagint (Prove rbs 
3:6: II :5) in the context of discussing "righ t living. "To be 
sure, as evidenced by numerous ot her passages. Timot hy. 
as we ll as a ll Ch ristians. must know the word of God. but 
" In his conduct Timothy must 'speak the word of truth 
aright ,' i.e., fo ll ow it. When he puts hi s acts under the 
word of trut h he is wo rt hy before God a nd he need not be 
ashamed ... He is superior to the fal se teachers. not 
because he can present the word better. nor beca use he 
oile rs it in a theo log ica lly legit imate form. but because he 
fo llows th is wo rd of tru th a ri ght in hi~ own life. and thus 
confirms it. " 

II. PAUL ENCOURAGES TIMOTHY TO A VO ID 
UNGOD LI NESS 

T imothy is taught to avoid "profane and vain 
babblings" (2: 16). which wou ld include fal se teach ing as 
well as corrupt com munication. He is reminded to "purge 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Practicing Pure Christianity 
(Continued from Page 7) 

himselr' from ungodliness, and to "flee youthful lusts" 
(2:21-22). He is instructed to avoid ~~foolish and 
unlearned questions" (2:23). He is cautiously guided to 
refrain from strife (2:24). All of these prohibitions are 
summed up in Paul's statement to ""depart from iniquity" 
(2: 19). Pure Christianity demands abstinence from sinful 
practices! 

III. PAUL EXHORTS TIMOTHY TO TEACH ALL 
MEN 

Earlier in the second chapter (2:2), Paul informed 
Timothy of his responsibility to teach ~~faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also." In this section the same 
advice is given. Timothy is directed to ·~put . them in 
remembrance, charging them before the Lord" (2: l4). 

------------------------- 0 

He is told to be .. apt to teach" (2:24). He is to be involved 
in ·~instructing those that oppose themselves"so.that they 
will acknowledge the truth (2:25). Pure Christianity 
involves the practice of teaching all men, with words 
AND with actions (I Peter 2: 11-12; 3·: 16; I Timothy 2: 12). 

We often think of Paul when we picture the ideal 
Christian, and well we should. We must realize, however, 
that by following his advice to Timothy, we, too, can be 
what Christ would have us to be! Evidently, Timothy was 
just as excellent an example as was Paul, for Paul said of 
him: ··1 have no man likeminded" (lit. ·~equal in soul"; 
Philippians 2:20). When ·we PRACTICE pure 
Christianity by living right, avoiding ungodliness, and 
teaching the gospel of Christ, we will be following the 
example ofTimothy ... who followed Paul... who followed 
Christ (I Corinthians II: I)! 

I H95 Spring Valley Drive 
Springfield, PA 19064 • 

Biblical Sermons I 
''BE STRONG IN THE LORD'' 

James W. Clark 

This is Paul's admonition to the church at Ephesus. This 
would encourage them to be strong when they needed to 
be strong. He wants them to be able to stand in the evil 
day (Eph. 6: 13). He knew anybody could live right when· 
all goes well. When there are no threats or fights doing 
right is not hard. Paul knew things didn't always work 
that way. Hence, the admonition. How can one be as Paul 
would have these become'! Read Ephesians 6:10-18 and 
you will see: 

I. THE ADVERSARY DESCRIBED. 
Paul doesn't have any doubts whatever about an 
adversary. He knows he faces such. He speaks of the 
.. wiles of the devil" (Eph. 6: II). He speaks of 
.. principalities, powers, and rulers of the darkness of 
this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places" 
( Eph. 6: 12). Surely all such adversaries pose a threat 
to the child of God as he seeks to do the will of God. 
You can be assured that the devil and his crowd will 
not give up without a fight. One can see the adversary's: 
I. PLOT. 
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Paul speaks of the .. wiles" of the devil. This means 
he has a plan or plot to deceive God's people and in 
so doing gain an advantage over them. Was this not 
true of Eve in the garden (Gen. 3)'! His plan was 
to have her doubt God, then disobey God, and in 

so doing he would seek to dethrone God, at least 
in the mind of Eve. His plot hasn't changed. 

2. PURPOSE. 
The defeat of the child of God in living as he ought 
is the purpose of the adversary. He would defeat 
the effect of truth (II Cor. 4:4). 

3. POWER. 
We face no weakling in the adversaries against our 
souls. They are strong in the ways of evil and deceit. 
They don't give up easily. Those who put Jesus to 
death did not give up easily. They used every 
resource at their command and surely one is able 
to see ••spiritual wickedness in high places" in that 
case. Didn't this same crowd clog the trail of the 
apostles'! Sure they did. 

II. THE ARMOUR DEMANDED. 
Demanded is the right word. This is not optional if 
one is to withstand the onslaught and be strong in the 
Lord. Read Ephesians 6:14-16. You find equipment 
that enables the child of God to live and stand in the 
evil day. His life will be: 
1. ORDERED. 

His loins are girt about with truth. The loose ends 
are tied up and he is not. apt'to become entangled. 
He can walk in hard places because his feet are 
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shod with the preparation of the gospel. 
2. OVERCOMING. · 

He is shielded from tile fiery darts of the devil by i 

the .shield of faith. Also, he has on a breastplate 
of nghteousness that enables him to overcome. 

3. OFFENSIVE. 
He bears in his hand the sword of the Spirit, the 
word of God by which he is able to wage an 
offensive attack upon the strongholds of Satan 
(Eph. 6: 17). 

III. THE ASSURANCE DECLARED. 
Paul has no doubt that those of Ephesus, with the 
proper armour, could be strong in the Lord and the 
power of his might. He assured them that what he 
says: 
1. ENLARGES ONE'S STRENGTH. 

He tells them to be strong and how to be strong. 
2. ENABLES THEM TO STAND. 

He says that they might be able to withstand in 
the evil day. 

3. ENHANCES THEIR SECURITY. 
They have the shield of faith that will protect them . 

• 
------------------------- 0 

FIRST ANNUAL SOUTHWEST 
ARKANSAS LECTURESHIP 

March 16-18, 1984 
Theme: THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

Cullendale Church of Christ 
2707 Mount Holly Road 

Camden, Arkansas 71701 
Telephone (501) 231-5228 

In Light of the Scriptures 

CONCERNING: ''THE ISRAEL OF 
GOD'' 

Burton Coffman 

Widespread reference in newspapers to the nation of 
Israel in the Mid-East as being in some mysterious 
manner ~~The Chosen People" of Almighty God is 
contradictory to what the Bible says. 

Jesus Christ, not some present day Jew, is the King of 
Israel. The angel Gabriel who announced the birth of 
Christ said, "Thou shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High. .. The 
Lord God shall give him the throne of his father David; 
and he shall reign over the house of JACOB (Israel) 
forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end"( Luke 
1:31-33). THE TRUE ISRAEL MUST BE 
IDENTIFIED AS THE PEOPLE WHO ARE UNDER 
THE RULE OF CHRIST. 

Jesus Christ identified his CHURCH as that kingdom 
over which authority would be exercised by ~he Twelve 
Apostles. "Ye shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19: 18). The author of the 
book of James even addressed the whole CHURCH of 
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Christ as ~~The twelve Tribes" (1: I). 

Paul warned Christians against confusing the TRUE 
Israel with the secular ISRAEL - "They are not all 
ISRAEL that are of ISRAEL ... IT IS NOT THE 
CHILDREN OF THE FLESH THAT ARE THE 
CHILDREN OF GOD" (Romans 9:6, 8). 

Circumcision now means absolutely nothing to God 
(see Galatians 6: 15); and the title ISRAEL (in the 
scriptural sense) belongs only to CHRISTIANS 
(Galatians 6: 16), that holy communion opens alike to 
BOTH JEWS and GENTILES. No one of any race is 
denied or excluded from that fellowship IN <;:HRIST 
which constitutes the true and only ISRAEL of GOD in 
the present dispensation of God's grace. 

No nation, not even that of Israel, is blessed today 
with any special distinction in God's thoughts. "FOR 
THERE IS NO DISTINCTION between Jew and 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Concerning: "Tbe Israel Of God" 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Greek" (Rom. 10: 15). ••He (God) made no distinction 
between (Jews) us and (Gentiles) them" (Acts 15:9). 

and applied them to the followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Christians are called: AN ELECT RACE, A 
ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, THE PEOPLE OF GOD, A 
HOLY NATION, etc., (I Peter 2:9f). 

All of the great and precious promises that once 
pertained to ancient ISRAEL, today belong exclusively 
to the NEW ISRAEL, which is the Church of Jesus 
Christ. The apostle Peter preempted all of the great titles 
of .special favor that once pertained to ISRAEL of old 

In the light of all the Bible says, it is certain that today 
God does not have any special plan for Jews, any more 
than for the Japanese, the French, the Ethiopians, 
Germans, Mexicans, or Englishmen. What a tragedy that 
some of our big name radio evangelists are so obviously 
ignorant of God's word on this important subject! • 

FROM THE 
HARVEST FIELDS 

COLEMAN PHELPS, 820 N. 56th, 
Lincoln, N E 68504-3397: "Three new 
deacons have been added to assist the 
elders in serving the church of Christ of 
Lincoln. The three, Wayne Whaley, Sam 
England and Harold Rice, join the 
existing group of deacons composed of 
brothers, Vernon Swanson, Rod 
Genrich, Sam Ross, Jr., Richard Laws, 
Coleman Phelps, David Sedlacek, and 
Steve Burham. The church in Lincoln is 
excited over the opportunity it has in 
helping to extend the borders of the 
kingdom in Lincoln and throughout the 
rest of the world." 

GLENN GRAY, P. 0. Box 856, 
Washington, Georgia 30673: "My wife, 
Helen, and I moved to the mission field 
here in east Georgia in January 1982. One 
would have to go to a foreign country to 
find a field that is more mission than east 
Georgia. Our meeting house is a 
basement building. We have blue-prints 
for an auditorium that is to be built on 
top of our present building. We are on the 
local radio every day in the week, 
Monday through Saturday with a 30 
second thought-for-the-day, and a 30 
minute program on Sunday mornings. 
We are mailing the STAR publication to 
the rural box holders. The local 
newspaper, a weekly paper, prints my 
articles each week as their "Words To 
Live By" article. We are averaging about 
four home studies each week. We are 
having three gospel meetings every year, 
donated by congregations sending their 
preacher, expenses paid. The New Union 
congregation near Manchester, 
Tennessee is supporting the work here. 
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with assistance from the Central 
congregation in Gadsden, Alabama and 
the church in Alexander City, Alabama. 
Other congregatiOns and individuals 
send contributions to our building fund. 
This would be a great area for retired 
Christians to move. It is a lovely place to 
live and the church needs them." 

. IVIE POWELL, P. 0. Box 51, Dexter, 
MO 63841: "After two years and eleven 
months of pleasant work with the church 
in Clarksburg, TN, we began work with 
the church in Dexter, M 0, October 23, 
1983. A tremendous opportunity for the 
cause of Christ exists in Dexter. With 
capable leadership of her elders (Joe 
Baker, Reed Burleson and Dale Grissom 
who also works as a full-time elder); and 
deacons (T. D. Burleson, Tom 
Henderson, Richard Horner, Eugene 
Menley, G. B. Richey, Ishmael Smith and 
Joe Watson) great things are in store 
here. My meetings this year have been in 
Matthews, M 0, Crossett, AR, Little 
Rock, AR (Lorance Dr.), Viola. AR and 
Batesville, AR (Desha)." 

BOBBY BATES, 811 North Fourth, 
Broken Arrow, OK 74012: "I preached in 
a meeting at the Central church in 
Moore, OK, where Bob Burgess is doing 
a great job. We had 48 responses, 13 of 
which were baptisms." 

R. C. RAYMER, South Anchorage 
church of Christ, Box 4-1735, 
Anchorage, AK 99509: "The South 
Anchorage Church of Christ has 
something special to share with the 
readers of the FIRM ·FOUNDATION. 
This is for the friends of B. C. McCarley 
who is presently preaching for the South 
Anchorage Church of Christ here in 
Anchorage, Alaska. Brother McCarley 

has preached for many years in and 
around Houston and Austin and other 
Texas areas. Brother McCarley has 
preached for the South Anchorage 
Church of Christ since July I 981. During 
November Brother McCarley completed 
his 50th year of preaching the gospel. He 
was presented an engraved gold pan on 
this very important occasion by the 
members here. He is now 74 years old, 
and puts many of the younger of us to 
shame with his ability to never seem to 
run out of steam. His preaching just gets 
better. He is highly esteemed in love by 
this congregation. At the end of the 
summer of 1984 Brother McCarley and 
wife Eva intend to retire to their home in 
Granite Shoals, Texas, there to be used in 
whatever needs arise." 

WILSON WALLACE, 248 South Sixth, 
Wills Point, TX 75169, October 27: 
;•After more than four years with the 
Central Church in Herford, I have moved 
to Wills Point, Texas, to work with the 
church there." 

ARLIE SMITH, Caixa postal 12.170, 
ZC-07 Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 
22022, Brazil, October 19, 1983: "Three 
ladies were baptized this past month· in 
Comendador Soares. Mary Nell Kriedel 
and Maria Dutton, wives of American 
missionaries in Jundiai, Sao Paulo 
conducted a teacher training series here 
recently. Nine are being cared for in our 
children's home. This is the only home 
being operated by , the church in this 
country. Contributions for the 
maintenance of this home may be sent in 
care of the Elders of the church, P. 0. 
Box 147, Tuscumbia, Alabama 35674." 

PAUL S. GRAY, 613 Dale Avenue, 
Clarksburg, WV 2630 I: "During this year 
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I did the preaching in four Gospel 
meetings; I was one of the speake rs on th e 
Ohio Valley College Lectureship ; and 
one of the speakers on the Ohio Valley 
Lectureship at New Ma rtinsville, WV. I 
have fou r meetings on schedule for 1984 
and time for one or two more. If you are 
interested in having me for a meeting you 
should contact me as soon as possible at 
the above add ress or calling me a t (304) 
622-5787. I am still the week-day speaJ(er 
on our daily radio progra m which will be 
thirty-five years old nex t May. It is heard 

on WPDX at 750 on the AM dial and 
104.9 on the FM dial at 10:45 each week
day a nd at S:30 A.M. on Sunda ys wi th 
Perry Henegar the speaker. Here at 
Central this year there ha ve bee n 17 
additions; six baptisms, nin e restorat ions 
and two tra nsfe rs of membership from 
other congrega tions. La rry Locke wa s in 
a meeting here in April and Ed Sanders 
was in a meeting here in Octo ber. We a lso 
had a well attend ed vacation Bible 
School here in June. 'ext yea r we hope 
much more ca n be accomplished. " 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- AUGUST 27, 1984 and FEBRUARY I, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

RALPH A. CASEY. P. 0 . Box 1104. 
orc ross, GA 3009 1. 11 /4/ SJ: "I am in 

my fo urtee nth year of conducting 
'S inging Empha sis Worksh ops' on a full
time basis. By the end ·or the year I will 
have conducted my 677 th workshop. My 
work ha s taken me into 31 states from 
coast to coast and Alaska. Some 13,000 
songleaders have participated in these 
workshops. Some congregati ons ha ve 
had as many as six workshops. I am to be 
at Fran klin , Texas, December4-7. and a t 
Ashdown, Arka nsas, December 11 -14." 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

TM AMEN Mtnttlty wottla '""'"' lttthfut congtegat•ont of the 
churches o l Ctwll whote membett on mthtiloy tntttlltt •ont 
~ ara wail•no 10 help your loved onea - u lt'ltr have 
MIPI'd with lhe t phttuat and Phyl iCII nMds ol thouundl of 
otMrl duuno tn. PUI hva yeara "'"' Mrw •ca '' frMI 

Send t\1,.,_, c.omp~tt I Cklran. pP\0~ and mthtary •n•lallahon. 
end IPUttual cond•hon. If t~no•n along with your nam. and acJ
dfllllo 

AMEN 
WHIT('$ FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• :1000 
W111 htQnfOI , LOU!Itl l'll 7 1291 

-

...., Amorieaa MIUtary EYADaolbiBa NaUou ra: 

HAVING TAX PROBLEMS? 
ASSIST has saved their clients between $15 and $30 a month in taxes which is as much as 

twice the monthly service charge. It is like getting tax counsel and preparation at no expense. 
You can be a part of a tax firm with these features: 

1. Professional computerized tax return preparation. 

2. Tax pre-planning to reduce unnecessary tax payments. 

3. Income estimates and quarterly tax payments. 

4. Social Security Exemption procedures (Forms 4361 and 1023). 

5. IRS Audit counseL 

All of this and more for a onetime enrollment charge of $50 and a low monthlyfeeof$8or$10. 

Early Enrollment Charge Discount 

• 50% if received by December 15 • 40% if received by December 30 
• 30% if received by January 30 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Texas 79401 

FJRM FOUNDATION- JANUARY 24, 1984 

Telephone 
(806) 744-3485 
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NEWS RELEASE 

1984 VOICE OF FREEDOM BREAKFAST SET 
FOR FEBRUARY 8TH AT FH-C LECTURES 

Robert R. Taylor. Jr. 

For fifteen years or more consecutively we have had a 
VOICE OF FREEDOM Breakfast at the Freed
Hardeman Lectures in Henderson, Tennessee. Many 
outstanding preachers and Bible scholars have spoken 
across the years. Each one has been a special friend and 
supporter of VOICE OF FREEDOM. Each one has 
exalted the paper in his speech. 

scholar and is doing a superb work as the new director of 
the Memphis School of Preaching having succeeded 
brother Roy J. Hearn in the spring of 1983. His topic will 
be, ··where Is the Daubing Wherewith Ye Have Daubed 
It"!" 

The 1984 Breakfast will be Wednesday morning, 
February 8th~ at 6:30 a.m.~ in the East Room of Gano 
Dining Hall. Curtis A. Cates, Director of the Memphis 
School of Preaching, will be our featured speaker. He is 
an ·excellent preacher, great writer, competent Bible 

Consider this to be your special invitation to attend 
this breakfast and aid a great work- the publication of 
VOICE OF FREEDOM. Why not bring a friend with 
you'! 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 

HAVE YOU HAD A Order by phone 
Three Unusual Days 

CALL 501/2687351 MEETING YET? 

1-808-87 4-1804 

Toll-free 

NEED MEDICAL INSURANCE? 
The Tennessee Religious Workers Association is now offering three 
different medical plans to religious workers; 

PLAN A 

$100.00 deductable 
$1 ,000,000.00 maximum 
80% of first $5,000.00 and 
1 00% thereafter. 
$10,000.00 life Ins. 

This plan is insured by a legal 
reserve Ins. Co. that has a Best 
rating of A+. 

COST-Single $47.00 
Family $138.00 

PLAN B 

HOSPITAL EXPENSE POLICY 

$50.00 deductable 
80% of hospital expense to a 
maximum of $3,000.00. 
This does include drugs and 
physician. 
$100.00 per day for room for 
30 days. 
$800.00 maternity benefit 

Issued to age 75 

COST -Single $26.00 
Couple $62.00 
Family $73.00 

PLAN C 

DENTAL PLAN 

$25.00 deductable per year. 

$1 ,000.00 maximum benefit 
per year. 

The dental plan may be written 
as a rider to either plan· A or 8, 
or as an independent policy. 

COST -Single $12.00 
Family $24.00 

• 

Call or write for additional information to: Tennessee Religious Workers Association 
P. 0. Box 151 

12 (917) 

Celina, Tenn.38551 
615-243-3101 or 3102 
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NEWS RELEASE 

NEW PAPER-BACK NEW 
TESTAMENT 

" THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Homilet ic Commentary 

Gar land Elkins and Thomas B. Warren, Editors 

.l ohnson Publ ishing in ashville has just pub lishctl a ll C\\ 

paper-back co py of the ew Testament (KJ V) wh ich i~ 
enti tled. The Way Home. It is being offered at 70cr per 
wpy. plus freight charges. in lots of 100. T he a ttractive 
cover and hand y site (5 Y.I"x7\0") make it adapt a ble for 
mission work. youth work and classroom usc. It also 
contains 20 extra pages devoted to the plan or sah·at ion 
and other helpful Bible stud y aids. 

Th1s book lhe pnnled record of 
lhc Scvc n lh Ann ua l " Sptrll Ltal 
Sw ord" Lec1uresh1p, conducl ed 
by the Get w ell Church o f Clmst m 
M emph1 s. Tn was wruten by 
thtrly · four fa11hful and abl e 
preachers of the Gospel o f Chnst 
The book IS compnsed o f fourty 
four chapters. wh1ch explain on 
detail the marvelous 1each1ngs of 
Jesus wh1ch are set out 1n 
chapters f 1ve. s1x and seven of the 
book of Mauhew 

Plans arc to make this 1cw Tc~tament a\ailable to 
l'IJUn:hes. spccia I 111 is~ ion po int ~ and other e\ a ngcli~t ic 
L'llurt~ in t h ~o: b roth~.:rhood. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

April 25. 1984- Aug. 14. 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewts 

Hardrng Graduate School of Religion. 
1000 Cherry Rd . Memphis, Tenn. 381 17 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 
< r·---------------------------------, 

·11.1... .... t '/ ... ,. ... Underg raduate 

)~ I j (R, I & Graduate 
' r..'/ ll''' t' l'lf91~'11 Degrees In Bible 

A M . 8 A . B S . M A . M Th 
,,, .1:\rh OIIH\rl ri H A llit ll~ttlle f 01 , .. , r .nu• S lu(1Pitt$ Otl Af/tr/1 C~mpu\ 

(il AtJIJ'O"'"n 0" C .tml)u( ProQr .fmt Ay,.•littl l,. 

C1ll Collect tor Or. Rex A . Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlenla Highway. Montgomery. AL 361 17 

wnam•: 
T in : S ,\1 :'\TS 

:'tU:f:T 
mll:l U H T IO:'\ 

TH( WOA LDWIO( DIRECTORY Of TH( CON· 
GRCCATIONS Of Ht[ CHURCHES or CHRIST. 
TH[ OHl'f WORLOWIO£ DIA(CTOAY Or 
CHURCHES or CHRIST IN PRINT 

N, .. <1nd COf"'D'tlrl, ••~•$otd lOt 198) '~' ' t'd ·toOn 
o.t 11'1 .,,.,, ,,.,. S .a•'ll\ MtPI '' the ruutt or .1 04 •11 1 
Uk •IIC tll~rt to tl~o~•ld .1 O" t tfOty o l Cl'l~o~rChU ol 
Chil l i '" 1~ Unotf'd $11IU .11'\4 C1n1d .1 "' 111'1 I 
ltDIUtllloi! IWt h U Ol (011l•t l .lh0 11l 1'0\1"('1 lht 'OO'Qtld AlSO Ul(lloldt<l lit l•lllflll 

to• l·bf'' ' o~ru colleen •f'd vn'"'''''lf' t>•blt coUtan 1t'ld otl'lcr dtl•tt I ' " "''"' 
I(I'IOOfl ol •t l l liD" n "'Oil ol prt~tl'l•nr " "" <1'1•1<1 ure • l'ld u ntO• C+h ltn , ,., .. 
l.c•l ·ltfl lll fl!e Un•ttdSt•tu 

A llll+l toUI swmm, ry ' ' IVO ... ICSfod "'''" 11\t n~tmt>er ol CO"I ' •I•I IOftS 1ttd 

In l l'lt US C0"C' tlll•0"1 '" .. IDhol tl>fi•UI Otdtt .It t '''ltd bJ' II lin .11'1(1 

ontorm.ltoOI'I on p.~tt •(\olll t tOt'll•tC.IhOIII I lutu• u '"'" n tort •C" '' " '"•I• 

eo,.,.. n.1 nt lot Cl'l" ' '''"' • 1'10 ,,,. .. , •"(! ,,..,,~.~,~ .. to t« ,.,. chvrcft oUoe • 
u 1 towtet tor MJ4rtuu - '" ' ' " <odU o l • II cl'\\olrchn 

- n•, -·,. . ... .....-.... - '-"' ,,,,....,,- ''• ... "' ' " ' 

..... fOUNDATION ,UILISH ING- H O UU 
,.. 1101111 "'"'"' """ ' "., 
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• Already some are say1ng such 
1h1ngs as. " ThiS may be the best 
book ou1s1de or the B1ble nself 

wh1Ch has ever been wn11en on 
the Sermon on the Mount. .. 11 1S 
surel y the case that thiS book 
when s1ud1ed along w11h the B1ble 
11self can be a s1gn1r1cant force 
1n helpong people 10 see how the 
Brble teaches that people should 

change thctr l1ve> IIllO what the 
Lord Jesus would h.tvc them to be 
and. thu s. can r(:su l l 1n 
thousands. perhaps even 
millions. o r sou ls spendmg 
e1ern11y 1n heaven rather than m 
h el l 11 c an be used by 
m1ss1onanes around the wor ld as 
an a1d 1n tcachmg and preach1ng 
on 1h1s matchless sermon. 

You can 't afford to be without th is book! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages. s 14.95 (plus postage and handling. s 1.25) 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0. Box I 00 I Jonesboro. Ark. 7240 I 

(Or. see your local bookstore.) 

"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edi ted by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lc~sons presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfield Height s ch urch of Christ - l ndianapoli~. Indiana in :\ovember. 
1983. T here arc .\.\ chapters which dc:ta il the para blc~ of J esu~ . Tht:sc are writ ten 
by: John Priola. Ira Rice. Jr .. Mac Dea\'er. Roy Dca\'cr. Melvin El liott. J ames 
Davis. I-red Da vis. Hob Jcnt. Vi rgil Hale. Garland Elkins. William S. Cline . 
Tom Bright . Ben Vir.: k. Dean Buchana n. Harr~ Da rrow. L. ind s ~.:y Warren. 
Thomas B. Warren. Dan Jenkins. Wal ly Kirhy .. l immy Th ompson. Walte r Pigg. 
J effere y Stevenso n. Charb Pugh. J oe Gilm ore. H. /\. Dobbs. Garland 
Robimon. Leon Cole. Terry Varner. Phil Dunn. Grady Miller. Max Miller. 
Andrew Connall y. These mem arc a ll fa ithful go~pcl preacher~. 

You will wa nt thi ~ hook lo r your library hecau~c: th~o:r~.: i~ no ot ht:r book dealing 
with thi~ ~u hject ma tter a\aila hlc in the brothc:rhood! 

Cloth bo und . .140 rage~ . S l .l.l)S (rl u ~ Sl. 25 pmtagc:). 

On.kr l'rom 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P. 0 . Box 17200 

Pensacola, F L 32522 
1-800-874-1804 
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Bound Volumn I of 
A BURNING FIRE 

by JAMES W . BOYD 

THE WAY HOME 
New Testament 

(Ki ng James Version) 

EASY TO READ 

SPECIAL SECTION 
Twenty pages of Bible Helps 

1n clud1ng 
The Plan of Salvat ion 

This popular new edition is IDEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

Paper cove ring, pl asti c spira l 
bindi ng . $9.00 postage paid. 
Order from : C. S. Gatlin, Jr., 
P. 0 . Box 1397-B, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 83864-0864 . 

Sold in boxes of 100 at the low price of 
$70.00 (plus freight). 

For 70't a copy, every congrega tion 
(or individual in terested in personal evangelism ) can 

afford a Box o f 100 or several boxes at this p rice. 

Check MUST acco m pany 
order. 

Send $1 for your sample copy to: 

Johnson Publishing, P.O.Box 100704, 
Nashville, TN 37210 

14 (919) 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged- Each box contains I ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively desig ned-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable- No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion w are. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publish ing House P.O. Box 6 10 Auscin. Texas 78767 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the pu olisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 9960B. Will contact relatives or friends 
In Alaska. Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahon. Box 
314, Anchorage, Alaska 99610. Phone 272-76B4 
or 663-7427. 

ATrN MJUTARY- UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 3630 N. "E." St. Sunday 
9:30 Sa 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Call 
BB3-2660orW. P. Jolly, Min. 796-2311. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3, 16B Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·9B6·6BOO, 

2707 S. Lamar, St., Denver, CO B0227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4B60 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32606 
Phone 466-7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00A.M., 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Max 
R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BEU.VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4B60 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32606 
Phone 904-463-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, 
Director. 

BRfWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 1 0: 16; Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
9B9-2639, or B66-43B3. Visitors Welcome. Write 
about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 

Bristol, Virginia, East Bristol Church of Christ just off I
B1 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. 
Phone 1-703-669-1B96, Kenneth Chambers, 
Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 36B03 
(206) BB3- 2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 
P.M. William E. Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
16036 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 
P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 7B4-94BO 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:46 
P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

l.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRO.DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303-7B9-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
B900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 7B746 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 
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SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed topes with written 
material and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A
Month Club and receive special lessons on many 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church 
of Christ. 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Washington, D.C. area - 20 minutes from our nation's 
capital, Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., 
Alexandria, VIrginia 22301, phone (703) 836-3083or 971-
4147, Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Big Timber church of Christ in Big nrnber, Montana Is 
accepting applications for a fulltime minister. We prefer 
a family man who is sound in the faith and a good 
personal worker. For more Information call Garret 
Franks at 406-932-2629. Please apply by writing to Box 
204, Big nmber MT 59011. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbaden, Germany, seeks 
preacher. Terms: Married, both strong in personal 
work, 3 year contract, partial support may be 
required. Send resume, family picture and 
sermon/1888on cassettes to: Ron Coslett, PSC Box 
4662, APO Now York 09633. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of 60 
seeking retired, semi-retired or con work part time. 
We can provide some support. Please send resume to 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 86326. 

Small congregation on west coast Is seeking a preacher 
to locate with us. He will need partial support. Write P. 
0. Box 82, Reedsport, OR 97467, or call (503) 271-2285 
collect. 

Young, growing congregation needs a man to come 
and work with them. Mission area with support 
available. Call 319-663-2329, 319-72B-8871. or 
319-663-3312, or write to Church of Christ, B36 S. 
Ave. D, Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
PREACHER SEEKING TO RELOCATE: Hove 4'12 years 
experience, B.A. in Bible from O.C.C., 32 years old, 
married with two children. Prefer to remain in 
northern or mountain states. Resume and tape 
available. Contact Dennis Stackhouse, 1607 
Sheridan Drive, Norfolk, Nebraska 6B701. (402) 
371-0067 or 371-4332. 

FOR SALE 
A.B. DICK 310 OFFSET PRINnNG MACHINE with plate 
maker and supplies. Excellent condition. Phone 612-
664-7672 or 612-664-3667. 

ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
Bolos position explained and denied 

$5.70 total 
Jerry Moffitt 

B900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 7B746 

PAPER CUTTER for sale. Antique lover action 
Challenge. On legs. Cuts full ream of paper 1B" 
wide. Excellent condition. Ideal for church print 
shop. $660 FOB Kerrville, Texas. Call 612-267-
B14B, B a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Torry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89C postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
FREEl Small congregation In mission field needs a 
FREE bus or busses. Currently picking up 40-60 on 
Wednesday nights. Wont to do mission work 7 
Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, KS 
66634 or call 913-2B4-2022 or 402-866-4376. 

FREE SONG BOOKS 
The church of Christ in Verna~ Utah has some 75 good 
song books which have been used but are In good 
condition. We wish to make them available to some 
mission congregation or camp which might be able to 
use them. They are free except for the cost of postage to 
deliver them. Contact: Earl Woodard, Vernal Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 231, Verna~ Utah 84078. 

FOR JUST ONE DOLLAR ($1) you con help pay off the 
mortgage on our building, lifting a heavy burden 
from our shoulders and bring us very close to being a 
self-supporting congregation. We can see tho light at 
the end of the tunnel. Could you please help with 
only one dollar? Church of Christ, RFD #1, Box 232, 
New Egypt, N.J. OB633. References upon request. 
Tel. (609) 768-2621. Results published on this 
page. 

HAVE CREDIT PROBLfMSJ Obtain a major credit cord 
(M /C or Visa), Guaranteed, even if you have bad 
credit, no credit, bankrupt or divorced. For free 
brochure send S.A.S.E. to 1st Capitol Credit, P. 0. 
Box 9620, #217, Ft. Worth, TX 76107, or call (B17) 
467-66B1. Anytime. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe 
to7 

IN DESPERATE NEED of FINANCIAL SUPPORT to 
finish my last year at tho BEUVIEW PREACHER 
TRAINING SCHOOL. For more information write: 
Dan Huddleston 
4664 Poinciana Drive 
Pensacola, Fla. 32606 
(904) 463-3426 

INVEmGATEI The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But It Is the reader's responsibility to 
investigate. Uke any other paper, we sometimes 
unwittingly run an unworthy ad. As the old gylnggoes, 
before you invest, Investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. Subsalbe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subsCribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 1»ef year (pre~ld). 
Minimum five subscriP-tions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) When a cong.-.tlon 
pays for the paper to &e sent to at least 25 
members. ChUrches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents ~ issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 ~ year 
per subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) fs mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per Issue. 

SenC:I all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membership dlredory of the 
Lord's Church where you worship. Speedy service, 
reasonable price. Send for Information and free sample 
directory. Spangler Church Directory Printing Service, 
P. 0. Box 1710, Auburn, CA 95603 or call (916) 88~5776. 

SUPPORnNG CONGREGATION NEEDED. We are 
looking for a church interested in doing mission work 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado. We have a building 
and a preacher's house but are unable to provide full
time support. Write Steamboat Springs Church of 
Christ, P. 0. Box 771163, Steamboat Springs, CO 
B0477 or call (303) B79-7616. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free 
Congregational Workshops Galus Fund for Needy 
Ministers. For Information Write To: L. D. Byrd; 
11BBO Greenville Avo., Suite #1 06; Dallas, TX 
76243. 

WANTED: FAMILY INTERESTED IN DOING PERSONAL 
WORK FOR THE CHURCH IN IOWA. Income plus 
fringe benefits. No ability to speak from the pulpit 
required, however, must be competent in 
conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Calll-516-236-3460. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 24B6, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
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BOOKS BY 
ROBERT R. TAYLOR, JR. 

£ Christ 
~ .... 

, 'Home !-"<f'rff1r 
• "'? • ., 
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CHALLENGING DANGERS 
OF MODERN VERSIONS 

57.00 Paper 

A .eriou> study of why 
modern ver>ions pose great 
d anger> to God's people . 
Danger> of both a general and 
>pecific nature arc pointed out. 
There arc thirteen chapters with 
4uestions at the end of each 
which make it excellent for Bible 
class work. There are two 
appendi xes which conta in 
nearly fift y pages of material o n 
l >aia h 7: 14. 241 pages. 
Published by Bcllvicw Preacher 
Training School. 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
FINAL THINGS 

57.50 Cloth 

There ~re twenty-six chapter> 
in this book that d eal with 
authority. d eath. Christ's second 
coming. the resurrection. the 
j udgment and eternal destinic>. 
Questions at the end make it a 
fine study for six month>. 
Published by Lambert Book 
Ho use. 297 pages. 

THE ELDER AND HIS 
WORK 

56.95 Cloth; 54.95 Paper 

This is a thorough study of the 
eldership. its names. its bad
groun d. 4uali fication>. 
authority and relationship with 
preachers and all Christians they 
owr.ec. There are 13 chapter, 
with a variety of 4ucstions at the 
end of each chapter. T here arc 
three appendixes. Published by 
Lambert Book Ho use. 171 
pages. 

CHRIST IN THE HOME 
Paper $5.95 

'There arc eighteen chapter> in 
this book that exalt Christ in all 
home rela tionships. This book 
show> how to have a Christian 
home. It is now in its fourth 
printing with over 11.000 in 
print. Published by Quality 
Publications. 282 pages. 

HOW YOUNG PEOPLE GET 
HURT 

Paper SI.SO 

Eleven perils to youth arc 
truecd o ut in this popular seller. 
It ha> gone through >cvcral 

' - : - .•. 'Th.•r,. :•rc U UC!)tion~ at 
AUl 08 / 83 

AR BOR 

u~e Civi.ng Wdy --
(fltsl(!!d] -J 

Olit Caving'!_~~ .... 

MIKE TALLEY 
l.3 QQ N AIIJN 
DK LA CITY, OK 73 122 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

Paper $3.95 

Thirteen chapters that deal in 
t horough fashion wit h the 
essential facets of Biblical 
fellowship. Enemies of Christian 
fellowship are discussed . There 
arc two chapters on the divided 
assembly which refute its so
called wisdom and scriptural 
support. A variety of questions 
co n c lud e each chapter. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 147 pages. 

STUDIES IN FIRST AND 
S ECOND THESSA LONIANS 

Paper 52.25 

Thirteen chapter> wit h 
4uestions at the end with an 
exposition of Pau l's firs t 
epistles. Designed for class or 
individual study. Published by 
Lambert Book House. 119 
pages. 

STUDIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND TIMOTHY 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with Paul's instructio ns to a 
great gospel preacher. A variety 
of questio ns conclude each 
chapter. Designed for either 
cla>s or individua l study. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 126 pages. 

STUDIES IN TITUS AND 
PHILEMON 
Paper 52.25 

There are thirteen chapters in 
this book with a variety of 
4ucstions at each chapters end. 
In addition to an exposition of 
ritus a nd Philemon. there are 
three chapters on a preacher> 
work and one chapter that deals 
with a preacher's wife. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 12 1 
pages. 

Order Now From: 

Il l[ IIOrt or lli( IIO'U 

&lit CooingiV•y 
WTwqS 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 464 
Ripl~y, TN 38063 

or 

STUDIES IN JAMES AND 
J UD E 

Paper $2.25 

In this book of thirteen 
chapters there are nine chapters 
that expound the epistle of 
J ames and four that expound 
J ude. There is a special chapter 
on The Saint In The Book Of 
J ames. Published by Lambert 
Book House. 11 7 pages. 

STU DIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND P ETER 

Paper $2.25 

Biographical information 
about Peter and bo th epistles arc 
expounded in th is thirteen 
chapter book. A variety of 
4 uestions ends each chapter. 
T here arc two chapters on When 
Faith Is Under Fire. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 126 
pages. 

JESUS CHRIST: THE HOPE 
OF THE HOME 

Paper 52.25 

This book of thirteen chapters 
di>cusses marriage. divorce. 
remarriage. various enemies of 
the home and what J esus can 
mean to marriage. It >hows how 
to have a truly Christian home. 
~l ome. hope. ha p p i n ess. 
holiness and heaven are all 
linked with Christ in this book. 
Published by Lambert Book 
Hou.e. 127 pages. 

R EMEMBERING GOD IN 
YOUTU 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with remembering God, why 
'orne do not rememl>er him. how 
to remember him and some 
example;, of those who did 
remember him and tho..: who 
fo rgot him. Designed for class 
and individual st udy. Pu blishea 
by Lambert Book l·l ou>c. 91 
rage>. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200 
n~ .... "~ ""la, FL 32522 

GE PAID 0 RETAIL ORDERS OVER $ 10.00 
00 for postage a nd handling for o ne book; 
or mo re add 15% of the total cost. 
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THE SCRIPTURES ARE 
SELF-SUFFICIENT 

Leslie G. Thomas 

The preacher who asserted that God has never 
spoken his final word on any subject, was not alone in his 
thinking. That, apparently, is the view of multiplied 
thousands of people, including countless preachers. 

All of this adds up to the fact that, in their view, the 
Bible is not an exclusive book when it comes to the 
question of man's acceptance with God. Or, to say the 
same thing in another way, truth, which is both relevant 
and essential to man's salvation, both here and now, and 
in the world to come, may be found outside the inspired 
Scriptures, whether by direct revelation from God, 
intuition, or human reasoning. 

If the viewpoint just referred to is correct, then the 
Holy Scriptures are not reliable, or, which is the same 
thing, trustworthy; for the Scriptures do make the 
emphatic cl~im that they are all that man needs for his 
redemption and sanctification, and finally fitting him for 
an eternal abode with God himself. 

No informed person would contend for a moment that 
God's knowledge on any subject is limited; for he is 
indeed omniscient (Psalms 139:1-6; Hebrews 4:12, 13). 
But that which is affirmed here is that God has revealed 
in His Divine Record all that he wants the human race to 
know regarding His will for their spiritual welfare.,._ 

This is to say that there is no truth, which is essential to 
man's spiritual welfare that is different from, and in 
addition to, the truth which is contained in the Sacred 
Volume. What, then, is: 

The Claim of the Scriptures? 

"Euery scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto euery good work" 
(II Timothy 3:16, 17). 

The Scriptures, first of all, teach people what God 
wants them to do (cf. Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts2:42). And 
then as they begin their obedience to him the Scriptures 
reprove them for any mistakes or wrongdoing which may 
be charged against them (cf. the letters to the seven 
churches in Asia, Revelation 2:1-3:22). 

After the Lord's people have had their errors brought 
to their attention, the Holy Scriptures tell them exactly 
what to do in order to correct them (see again the letters 
to the seven churches in Asia). 

The process of teaching, reproving, and correcting is 
to be continued throughout the responsible lifetime of 
the Lord's people, and it is here called "inst~uction", or, 
as the marginal note has it, discipline. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

THE LACK OF RESPECT IS 
A FEARFUL THING 

On a daily basis we hear of robbery, rape, child abuse, murder and 
numerous other crimes. The newspapers and television and radio news 
programs constantly remind us that society is plagued with thousands 
upon thousands of people who live by the philosophy that "might makes 
right" and they do not care who they hurt as long as they get what they 
want. 

A few years ago a family of five was murdered in a small southern 
town. Four men were accused of the horrible crime - three of 
them brothers. When the mother of those three men (one was only 16) 
learned that her boys were accused of the brutal murders she said that 
she was not surprised because they had always been hard to handle and 
that for a long time when she would correct them, they would stand up 
and laugh in her face. In her own words she concluded, "They didn't have 
respect for nobody." 

Certainly this is an extreme example of where lack of respect will lead a 
person, but the reality and the horror of it should awaken all of us to a 
serious problem facing us in this great nation of ours. Lack of respect for 
authority will cause one to run roughshod over any type of restraint. I( a 
child does not respect his parents, he will not honor them as he should. 
Lack of respect for law will naturally lead one to disobey the law. Lack of 
respect for human life will lead one to murder in cold blood and 
seemingly feel no remorse for the sin. Lack of respect for God and His law 
will cause men and women to disobey at will everything that God has 
said. 

No matter what the area, the lack of respect is a fearful thing. A dog 
that does not respect his master cannot be trusted. A person that does not 
respect an automobile, the law and other people should not be allowed to 
drive. An individual that does not respect human rights should not be 
allowed to be free in society. The lack of respect in these areas give rise to 
physical fear, but there is a fear that is far more serious. If an individual 
does not respect God and His will, he should be concerned about his 
spiritual welfare - unless he does so and obeys the Lord, he will lose 
something far more valuable than things physical- he will lose his soul. 

Surely the words of the Psalmist are as fresh and needed today as the 
day the ink was still moist upon the page,"/ will meditate in thy precepts 
and have respect unto thy ways. "If all men would do just that, this world 
would be wonderful beyond imagination. There would be no robbery, no 
rape, no child abuse, no murder nor the multitude of other crimes that 
plague this land. All men would be seeking to do the will of the Father, 
and the reign of God in the hearts of men would be something to rejoice 
over. May each of us, from the least to the greatest, strive to have proper 
respect for all things, but especially for things of eternal value. The lack of 
respect is a fearful thing. 

W. S. Cline, Editor 
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The Scriptures Are Self-Sufficient 
(Continued from Page I) 

This last term is rendered by Barclay: "for training in 
the good life". In the words of Thayer: "Instruction 
which aims at the increase of virtue". The entire 
passage sets forth the true meaning of Christian 
discipline. 

"Seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all 
things that pert'!in unto life and godliness, through the 
k~owledge of hrm that called us by his own glory and 
vrrtue; whe~eby he hath granted unto us his precious 
and exceedrng great promises; that through these ye 
may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust" 
(II Peter 1:3, 4). 

The "divine power", which originates with God and is 
exercised through Christ (see verse 2), and which 
cannot be changed, defeated, nor nullified has granted 
unto us, that is, has bestowed upon us (cf: Mark 15:45, 
the only other place in the New Testament where the 
original term for "granted"- doreomai or doreo- is 
found), "all things that pertain unto life and godliness" 
including "his precious and exceeding great promises'; 
which motivate to obedience so that we "may becom~ 
partakers of the divine nature", or, which is the same 
thing, become like the Lord (I John 3:1-3). 

The only way any one can become aware of these 
wonderful blessings, about which Peter is writing is 
through "the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lo~d". 
This is equivalent to the gospel which Paul refers to in 
Romans 1:16, 17. 

Albert Barnes, in commenting on II Peter 1:3 says 
"All the effects of the gospel on the human heart 'are i~ 
the Scriptures, traced to the power of God. (See Notes 
on Romans 1:16.) There are no moral means which have 
ever been used that have such power as the gospel; 
none through which God has done so much in' changing 

the character and affecting the destiny of man." 

It is Jesus who says that the truth shall make men free 
(John 8:31, 32), and Paul identifies the truth with the 
gospel (Ephesia~s 1:13). No one, therefore, has the right 
to expect salvatton from the Lord, who does not believe 
and obey the gospel, that is, the gospel which the Lord 
authorized to be proclaimed (Mark 16:15, 16; cf. II 
Thessalonians 1:7-9). 

"Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto 
you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write 
unt? you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 
whrch was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 
3). 

It appears that Jude was preparing to write on a more 
general subject, "our common salvation"; but before he 
could do that, a situation arose, precipitated by false 
teachers, which made it imperative that Jude issue a 
severe warning and urge the brethren to contend for "the 
faith", th~t is, the gospel (cf. Acts 6:7), or the Christian 
system, m the face of certain insidious assaults which 
were being made upon it. · 

Jude describes his subject matter as "the faith which 
was once for all delivered unto the saints". This is to say 
that no further revelation from God would be made and 
no other inspired record would be given. ' 

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary notes that "the· 
Greek adverb hapax, once for all (Heb. 6:4; 10:2; I 
Pet. 3:18) affirms the finality of the revelation of God in 
Christ in redemptive history. It is the fixed, non
repeatable point of our faith. This revelation 
accomplished its goal, for it was delivered to the saints." 

In the words of Bengel, "No other faith will be given". 
This should be enough to convince any honest and 
thoughtful person that the truth which is essential to our 
salvation, can be found only in the inspired Scriptures. 
(Cf. 1 Corinthians 4:6; II John 9.) 
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IRA NORTH 
CALLED HOME 

George W. DeHoff 

Brother Ira T. North, 61, minister of the Madison, 
Tennessee Church of Christ for the past thirty-two years, 
died Sunday, January 15 after a long bout with cancer. 

Brother North spoke with several members of his 
family and then quietly and peacefully went to sleep. He 
died with great confidence and hope after saying: "Jesus 
is everything to me." 

Funeral services were conducted Tuesday night with 
thousands of people overflowing the large Madison 
auditorium and other thousands listening in smaller 
auditoriums. Burial was the following day in the family 
cemetery at Ethridge, Tennessee. 

He had surgery in 1982 and had a continual fight with 
cancer after that. He preached his last sermon from a 
wheel chair in September, 1983. 

When Brother North came to Madison the church had 
400 members. It now has 5,100 and is said to be the largest 
church of Christ in the world. He led in numerous civic 
and religious activities and could always be depended on 
to preach the gospel and tell people what to do to be 
saved. From 1954 to 1971 he was quiz master on the 
"Know Your Bible Program" which grew into the 
Amazing Grace Bible Class now seen on more than 265 
television stations. 

Brother North served on the editorial staff of 
Twentieth Century Christian and in 1977 became editor 

of the Gospel Advocate where he served four years. He 
was the author of You Can March for the Master and a 
recent book Balance. 

Brother North graduated from David Lipscomb 
College, Abilene Christian College, the University of 
Illinois and received his doctors degree from Louisiana 
State University. He taught eighteen years at David 
Lipscomb College. 

He is survived by his wife, the former Avon Stevens of 
Lawrenceburg; by three sons, Steve, Phillip and 
Timothy; and by a daughter, Dolly Ruth Stevens of 
Abilene, Texas. He is also survived by 11 grandchildren. 

When he died all Nashville Television stations 
immediately presented lengthy reviews of his life (which 
they had obviously prepared in advance) and all 
Nashville newspapers presented front page stories of his 
death. They said, "He believed the Bible from the virgin 
birth to the bodily resurrection." 

The editors and staff of the FIRM FOUNDATION 
join with a saddened brotherhood in expressing a note of 
sincere sympathy to the North family. Brother North was 
one of the best known preachers in the Lord's church 
and we know that his presence will be sorely missed. 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

"Perilous Times Shall Come" 
( II T imothy 3: 1-9) 

Gi lbert Gough 

"This know also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. " 

The inspired apostle Paul prophes ies concerning the 
dange rous days which lie ahead. These days a re referred 
to as "the last days. " T he last days a re of the Christian 
age; the dispensati on of ti me when Christ rules as the 
" Lord of lords, a nd King of kings" (Rev. 17: 14). It is the 
age of the ex istence of the King's kingdom, the church 
(Mk. 9: I;Col. 1:13; Heb. 12:28; Rev. l:9).ltis the period 
when Christ the King speaks to man through His inspired 
word (Heb. I :2; 4: 12; II T im. 3: 16- 17). 

These " last days" wi ll be characterized by all sorts of 
heinous a nd dasta rdly crimes aga inst God and His will. It 
is as the apostle J ohn desc ri bes in I J ohn 2: 18: "Liule 
children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that anti
chris! shall com e, even now are there many ami-christ; 
whereby we know that it is the last time." ln these last 
days the a nti-christ is opposed to Chri st. Those who rebel 
and sin aga inst God are the a nti-ch rist. Whether these 
transgress ions were of those who have apostatized from 
the Lord's church or of those o utside the Lord's church 
ma kes no difference. T hey are "men of co rrupt minds" as 
Jannes and Jambres were (v. 8). 

This generation is facing these peri lous times. All of the 
sins listed in the text a re cha racteristic of ·these days. It 
would be in this generation's best interest to heed the 
words of Paul in II Timothy 3: 1-9. 

The cha racteristics of the last da ys ha ve been listed by 
Paul. 

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, p roud, b lasph em ers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, fa lse accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure 
m ore than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, 
but deny ing the power thereof" f rom such turn 
away. 

T his list of sins concludes with a wa rning. Paul tells 
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Timoth y, "from such turn away." Such sins Christians 
should avo id . Christia ns are not to be "unequa lly yoked 
together wi th unbelieve rs." Christians a re not to have 
fellowship with unrighteousness. Clea rly this is taught by 
Paul in II Corinthia ns 6: 14-17. T he reason for avoiding 
such sins is made clear fo ll owing a nother list of sins found 
in Ga la tia ns 6: 19-2 1. Paul sa id , " ... they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. "Obviously, 
if a person desires to go to heaven, sin, no matter what the 
si n may be, must be avoided. 

The first phrase of verse two sta tes the heart of the 
problem with sin. "For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves." When men are lovers of self, no one else matters. 
Everything is sought to benefit themselves. They are 
selfish. Their whole purpose for living is to sa tisfy 
themse lves. T hus, they will commit the following sins. 

They are covetous. They desire wha t is not theirs. They 
a re greedy and not content with what they possess . 
Avarice has fi lled their hea rts. They are boasters and 
proud. Their egos have become inflated on thei r own se lf
esteem. They are blasphemers. They speak against the 
good ness of God a nd man. They scoff a t the idea of living 
the Christian life. They a re disobedient to parents. 
Rebellion has become the norm, it seems. The young 
peo ple have failed to respect their parents. They violate 
the godly principle of honoring their parents (Eph. 6: 1-3). 
They a re unthankful. Ungratefulness for what God or 
man has done for them is the a ttitude displayed. They 
ca re not for wha t o thers ha ve done for them. T hey 
possess the atti tude that o thers owe me! They are unholy. 
They are not set apa rt fro m sin. T hey do not care if they 
are sepa rated from the grace of God (Isa. 59: 1-2). They 
a re without natural affection. Because of this sin, it is the 
reason that divorce, child abuse, abortion , a nd 
homosexua lity occur. They are trucebreakers and false 
accusers. No longer is a man 's word his bond. Lying has 
become acceptable to men who are lovers of self. They are 
incontinent. T hey have no self-control over their carnal 
a ppetites. T hey are fierce and despisers of those that are 
good. They a re mean and cruel. And when one lives right 
and does good , they hate him. They may say, "Oh, he's a 
goody two-shoes" meaning the person wants to do right. 
For the Christian this is a off-ha nded compliment. They 
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are traitors. There is no loyalty to a cause. They do not 
mind betraying anyone to achieve their own purposes, 
even if it costs the friendship af man or their discipleship 
to Christ. They are heady and high-minded. They are 
puffed up. They have a higher view of themselves than 
they ought to have. They are lovers of pleasure more t~an 
lovers of God. They want their recreation, sp'orts, and 
activities more than serving God. These pleasures may 
not be intrinsically sinful; but when given priority over 
God, it is sin! They may have their pleasure in sinful 
practices like dancing, drinking, smoking and such like, 
but God implicitly says it is sin. They may even have a 
form of godliness. But this form is worthless because they 
deny the power behind the godliness. Paul's conclusion 
is: .. from such turn away., 

The kind of people that will participate in the above 
sins will seduce others to follow their ways. 

For of this sort are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with diver lusts, ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these 
also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall 
proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest 
unto all men, as theirs also was. 

These people are subtle and sly. They invade the homes 
and lead weak and naive women astray. They appeal to 
the lustful desires of men and women. They function no 
different from Satan (II Cor. II :3) because they are his 
disciples. 

These people who will participate in the sins listed 
above have rejected the authority of Christ's law. They 
reason, think, and learn; but never do they understand 
the truth. Since they would reject the counsel of God, 
they cannot learn the truths that will set them free from 
sin (John 8:32). 

Paul uses an example of history to point out the 
character of the evil ones. He refers to two individuals, 
Jannes and Jambres, of whom the Bible nowhere else 
mentions. It is assumed that these two were magicians in 
Egypt that performed miracles before Pharaoh when 
Moses was trying to get the people released from slavery. 
But Paul's point is that Jannes and Jambres are men of 
corrupt minds like those who indulge in the sins recorded. 
They have rejected the truth. They are reprobates. 
Anyone who behaves like Jannes and Jambres are 
foolish, and their folly shall be exposed. 

Beware brethren, these days are upon us. Christ must 
reign in His kingdom. The church must not allow Satan's 
influence to prevail. • 

Biblical Sermons 

THE NEW CREATION OF GOD 
(II Corinthians 5: 17) 

Andrew Connally 

INTRODUCTION: 
1. The entire reason for The Scheme of Redemption is 

"The New Creation." For without this none of the 
other has purpose or meaning. Six thousand years 
of divine history are summed up in this idea -is it any 
wonder it is called the "good news of the kingdom?" 
For what greater news could man ever experience 
than the news concerning "The New Creation." 

2. If we could announce all the cessation of war on 
earth, how wonderful it would be. If we could 
announce the 4removal of all sin on earth, what an 
announcement that would be! If we could exclaim 
the dead are raised, how great would· be the news. 
But a greater announcement than all these combined 
is made - The New Creation of God is possible to 
us all! 
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3. "If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things are passed away; behold, they are become 
new." 

DISCUSSION: 
I. "IF ANY MAN IS IN CHRIST - HE IS A NEW 

CREATION." . 
1. The greatest difference between men in all the 

earth is not found in the difference of color; wealth; 
social position; custom; language; distance; time; 
goodness; hope; fear; freedom; democracy; 
enslavement or bonds. 

2. The greatest difference is found "In Christ or Out." 
(1) Who is this Christ? (lsa. 7:14-9:6; Matt. 1:21; 

Jn. 1:29; Acts 4:12, etc.) 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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The New Creation Of God 
(Continued from Page 6) 

(2) The New Testament teaches this makes all 
the difference there is!! (Cf. Gal. 3:27-28; 
Col. 3: 10-11). 

(3) Christ is the central figure in all human history, 
therefore to be in Him is one of the most 
precious privileges ever afforded man. 

3. In Christ the New Creation is found (Cf. Rom. 
6:3-4). 
(1) The spiritual birth is achieved (Jn. 3:1-5). 
(2). Reconciliation is found (Eph. 2:11-18). 

II. "THE OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY ... " 
1. The old man of sin is done away (Eph. 4:17 -24; 

Rom. 6:6-7). 
2. The old manner of life is left for evermore (Col. 

3:5-10; I Pet. 4:1-5). 
3. The old desires, ambitions, and sins (I Jn. 2:15-17; 

------------------------- 0 

Eph. 2:1-3). 
4. The crucifixion is complete (Gal. 2:20; 5:24; 6:14). 

Ill. " ... ALL THINGS HAVE BECOME NEW." 
1. A new relationship with God (I Jn. 3: 1-2; Gal. 4:6). 
2. A new relationship with Christ, "In Christ" (Gal. 

3:26-27; Rom. 8:17). . 
3. A new relationship with the Holy Spirit (Rom. 

8:5-16). 
4. A new relationship with our enemies (Matt. 

5:43-48). 
5. A new relationship with the brethren (Jn. 13:33-34). 

CONCLUSION: 
1. Behold what a new creation! New in every way! 
2. Is it any wonder Jesus called such the light of the 

world and the salt of the earth? For such you are, the 
children of God - new creations - in Christ. 

510 N. Kaufman 
Seagoville, Texas 75159 • -------------------------

THE BIBLE AND OLD EGYPT 
Roger Jackson 

The Bible is not primarily a book of history. but because it 
deals with the origin of the universe and the generations of 
Adam. it necessarily contains a historical perspective. 
Although critics question the historicity of the Bible. every 
historical fact that has been checked against archaeological 
findings has been found to be correct. Unlike uninspired books 
which make numerous references to places whose locations 
have never been discovered (because they never existed in the 
first place). the Bible refers to cities that still exist. or that 
archaeologists have found. The Bible makes references to men 
and the kingdoms they ruled without error or anachronism. 
which fault would prove it to be uninspired. Putting the biblical 
narrative into the persepctive of ancient history is a thrilling 
experience that delights the Bible student. 

The eighteenth dynasty was the greatest of the ••Gift of the 
~ile ... Egypt's greatest years were ca. 1570- 133H B.C. It was 
during this time that Egypt became the first great world empire. 
and stretched its mighty arm as far as the Euphrates. The 
dynasties preceeding the eighteenth were the ones in which the 
great pyramids were built. This was long before the Hebrews 
entered the land. The phar..tohs. along with their wealth. were 
entombed in the pyramids. It was believed that only pharaohs 
possessed immortality. The dry air of Egypt meant that dead 
bodies would not decay very fast. thus from the observation the 
Egyptians derived their doctrine of an immortal soul that lived 
on inside the deceased's body. The things that they had 
accumuiLlted in life were left in the tomb with them. including 
li,·ing slaves and wives. They believed in three manifestations of 
the ~mal. and repre~ented them in the tomb by statues of 
anim~at~ ~111d men. After the Hyksus irwasion and the advent of 
the eighteenth dyna~ty. the religion dwnged and e\ eryone was 
mummified to rellect the new doctrine that e\·eryone had a 
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soul. The new kings were buried around Thebes in the cliffs. All 
of these tombs have been robbed. and everything of value 
removed except a few mummies. The lone exception is the 
tomb of King Tut. which was found in 1922. Actually. his name 
was Tutankhamen (Tu-tan-ka-men). King Tut died at eighteen 
years of age. It is thought that he was murdered because a cmck 
in his skull was discovered. and a general of the army named 
Horemhab ruled for thirty-five years after him. The vast sum of 
Tutankhamen's treasures. even though he reigned only nine 
years. makes us wonder what must have been in the tombs of 
the great rulers before him who often ruled for over thirty 
years. 

During the eighteenth dynasty the Israelites lived in Goshen 
and experienced the protection of the greatest nation on the 
earth (Gen. 46:34). They truly lived in the cradle of Egypt. In 
1674 B.C. Egypt had been invaded by the Hyksos. and it was 
during this time that Joseph was there and that Egypt arose to 
its greatness. just as the Bible says (Gen. 47:1-31 ). The great 
eighteenth dynasty began with Ahmose I ( 1560-1533 B.C.). He 
probably knew Joseph. and could have been the pharaoh of 
Genesis 47. After him arose Amenhotep I ( 1533-1512 B.C.). He 
continued to gain in power. and to fill the treasuries of Egypt 
with gold tribute he levied on the empire. Thutmoses I ( 1512-
1500 B.C.) followed him and stretched the borders of the 
empire to the Euphrates. Then a woman ruled from 1500 to 
14M2 B.C. Her name was Hatshepsut. She wore men·s clothing 
and sported a beard. She was murdered by her son. Thutmoses 
Ill. who is known as ··The Napoleon of Egypt. .. He ruled from 
1490 to 1426 B.C .• overlapping his mothcr·s reign by ten years. 
What a proud man he must have been! Egypt knew no greater 
hour than his. Amenhotep II ( 1436-1412 B.C.) ruled after him. 
but was only known as a sporting king becaus.e of his love of 

7 (928) 



hunting. Thutmoses IV (1412-1402 B.C.), and Amenhotep III 
(1402-1363 B.C.), passed their reigns uneventfully, but 
Amenhotep IV caused quite a stir by calling himself 
Akhnaton, after his god, Anton, and by moving the capital to 
Amarna. He believed that the people should worship the three 
thousand gods of Egypt, but Anton was the god of pharaoh. He 
was an ugly man with effiminate physical features. Egyptian 
sculpture from his time so represents him. At his death he was 
declared to be a heretic, and the priests sought to remove-all 
records of his existence, including chisseling his name off of 
public monuments and buildings. After fifteen years of 
mourning, Tutankhamen came to the throne at the tender age 
of nine and ruled from 1347 to 1338 B.C. This was about the 
time the Hebrew slavery began. After him Horemhab ruled 
about thirty-five years and then, Ramses I, Seti and Ramses II, 
whom we believe to have been the pharaoh of the Exodus(Exo. 
I :8), sat upon the throne of Egypt. Ramses I began the 
nineteenth dynasty and ruled from 1298 to 1223 B.C. His son, 
Ramses II, is considered to have been the last great king of 
Egypt. Could it be that the destruction of his father's army in 
the Red Sea contributed to that? 

SOME LESSONS LEARNED 

.Lesson I: Reflection is often cast upon the authorship of the 
Pentateuch by affirming that Moses could not have written it 
because the Hebrews did not learn the art of writing until at 
least 1200 B.C. Abraham was from the land of Babylonia near 
Sumer, where writing was known as early as 3500 B.C. 
Furthermore, he sojourned in Canaan, which was occupied 

and controlled by Egypt, where writing was known as early as 
2000 B.C., and his offspring sojourned in Egypt itself for some 
400 years, their leader growing up in the court of pharaoh over 
a period of 40 years well into the 13th century B.C. They might 
not have known the Phonecian alphabet, but they surely did 
know how to write, and as the Bible says, "And Moses wrote all 
the words of the Lord ... " (Exo. 24:4). 

Lesson 2: The idea that monotheism (worship of one God) 
originated in Egypt and was picked up by the Hebrews there is 
preposterous. The only man to ever suggest such a thing was 
Akhnaton, and he was utterly despised and counted an atheist 
for it. He never repudiated the other 3000 gods either ... Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me ... " (Exo. 20:3). 

Lesson 3: The idea that the existence of the soul and its 
immortality came from Egypt is also a myth. Egyptian religion 
taught that a man had three souls and that they abode still in 
the body at death. The embalming process, which was like our 
taxadermy, took two months, after which the body was well 
wrapped and placed in seven coffins, each inside the other and 
fitted exactly to size. The body was well preserved because the 
Egyptians believed the soul stayed there. 

God's people did not get their religion from Egypt, but, 
.. Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" (II Pet. 1:2l). 

940 Old Wood Road 
Oxford, Alabama 36203 • 

0 -------------------------

/11 Ligl1t oj~ tl1e S"criptLJres 

THE MAJORITY REPORT· 
Burton Coffman 

When Moses sent the twelve spies to evaluate the 
military situation in Canaan, the overwhelming majority 
(I 0-2) said that it would be impossible for Israel to win it. 
Only two, Caleb and Joshua, made the correct report, 
affirming that with God·s blessing Israel could easily 
conquer Canaan. 

What happened is history. That entire generation 
blindly accepted the majority report, thus dooming the 
last one of them to a defeated and frustrated existence, to 
be terminated only by death and a wilderness grave! 

How often have men been swayed with influence to 
follow the majority! All of the experts of the day declared 
the Titanic to be ~~unsinkable" when it started its maiden 
voyage in April, 1912. Even most of the lifeboats were left 
off. After all, the Titanic was unsinkable! All warnings of 
dangerous icebergs ahead were contemptuously scorned 
and ignored. But, on April 14-15, the unthinkable 
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happened to the unsinkable ship. An iceberg ripped a 300' 
hole in the bottom of it, and I ,5 I 3 people lost their lives as 
it sank. 

Another case: Careful students of Mount Pelee, the 
great volcano on the Island of Martinique in the Lesser 
Antilles, gave ample warning of its impending eruption in 
May of 1902; but the vast majority of the people were led 
by the Island's governor, Louis Mottet, who adamantly 
refused to believe it. He issued a proclamation that "there 
is no danger"; and daringly rode through the streets of St. 
Pierre in order to calm the people. However, on May 8, 
1902, about thirty-thousand people perished, having 
been deceived by the assurances of their governor and 
whole echelons of the public officials who supported his 
views. 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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The Majority Report 
(Continued from Page S) 

The same danger of blindly following the majority is 
especially prevalent in the field of worship and religion. A 
wise and merciful God has provided men with the Bible; 
and it is every man's duty to read it and obey it. As our 
Lord said to the lawyer, "What is written in the law,· how 
readest thou?" Despite the admonition, however, vast 
throngs of men are perfectly willing to go by what they 
hold to be the majority opinion. 

Is sprinkling a valid baptism? 
Is baptism necessary at all'? 
Do we really need to observe the Lord's Supper'? 

------------------------- 0 

Could it make any difference how we worship, just 
so we are sincere in it? 

Does one really need to belong to a church? 
Is doctrine all that important? 
Aren't traditional things just as acceptable to God 

as anything in the New Testament? Etc. 

What the majority says of such questions is totally 
irrelevant. The majority opinion on almost anything is 
very likely to be wrong. The above two examples of such 
a thing could be multiplied by many thousands. The Bible 
is a safe guide; but following the majority can ruin any 
man or any nation. 

If one is wrong, ten thousand angels swearing he is 
ri~ht cannot make it so! • 

I LOVE MY WORK OF PREACHING 
Gary L. Grizzell 

I love my work of preaching! To me it is a labour of 
love. I do it because I feel as Paul expressed it, "For 
necessity is laid upon me,· Yea, woe.is unto me if I preach 
not the gospel!" (I Corinthians 9: 16). 

I love my work of preaching because of the joy of 
seeing people obey the gospel of Christ. I don'tjust mean 
those who obey the gospel in becoming Christians, but 
those in the church who continue to obey the gospel by 
their faithfulness to Christ. 

I love my work of preaching because of the time and 
opportunity to study the Bible a number of hours every 
day. I realize that not all in the church have this 
opportunity. 

I love my work of preaching because I believe that God 
is pleased when I hold back nothing that is profitable to 
the brethren (Acts 20:20). Having knowledge of the fact 
that I am preaching the whole counsel of God contributes 
to my peace of mind as a Christian since I do not want 
people's blood on my hands (Acts 20:26-27). 

I love my work of preaching even though I must endure 
afflictions and hardships (II Timothy4:5). In my brief ten 
years of preaching, the devil has attached me from time to 
time as he does all preachers of the gospel. I've been 
forced to leave two congregations because evil men in the 
leadership hated the gospel of Christ on subjects like: The 
Lord's teaching on marriage, divorce and remarriage; the 
Bible's teaching on immodest dress; the fact that men 
must meet the qualifications given on the eldership in I 
Timothy 3 and Titus I; fellowship and the sinfulness of 
ailowing any Diotrephes (Ill John 9) to rule in a 
congregation. But I won't let these things sour me on 
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preaching because the inspired apostle Paul warnecl me 
that some would wear the name of Christ yet be "enemies 
of the cross of Christ" (Philippians 3: 18-19). 

I love my work of preaching because I am associated 
with the best people on the earth- those who believe and 
love the Bible. To be associated with individuals who love 
God is a joy the person in the world doesn't know. May 
all of us who name the name of Christ do all we can to 
preach the good news to them so that when the Lord 
returns to take the redeemed home, someone will be 
among the saved because we had a small part in leading 
him to eternal glory. 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord" (I Corinthians 15:58). 

2109 A Francis Street 
Pell City, Alabama 35125 

AU..,.. C/.,iJti.tn 

Schoof of Religion 
Undergraduate 

& Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 
Full Scttollllflip& Av1111ble For Full Ttme Studen/1 on Marn CampUI. 

Gl Approved. Off Campus Progr1ms AvllllbiG. 

Call Collect ror Dr. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

8020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

ATTENTION- ELDERSI 
Every Congregation Needs_ Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
Ralph A. Casey (404) 449-1202 
(665 workshops in 31 states with 
13,000 participating songleaders) 

• 
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FROM THE MISSION FIELD 
ONE OF THE GREATEST THRILLS OF MY LIFE 

Bob Hare 

On October 28th I made my first trip to Poland in 
seven years and it was such a great thrill to be able to visit 
the brethren in that country again. I made the trip with 
Mike Dawidow, who was born in Poland, but now lives 
i.n V.ienna, Austria, t~o elders from the Airline Drive 
congregation in Bossier City, Louisiana, William Stokes 
and J. W. Hollis and Bill McDonough, who works with 
the church in Mannheim, Germany. We flew first to 
Warsaw and then drove a hundred or so miles northward 
to Sopot where Mike Dawidow's parents live. 

The church in Poland received a piece of land just a few 
blocks from Walenty Dawidow's home at a very cheap 
price from the government. In June of this year the 
brethren began to build the first meeting house ever built 
in Eastern Europe and it was far enQugh along for us to 
meet there on Sunday of O~tober.30th for their opening 
service. The Polish brethren built this building and paid 
for it themselves. Much to everyone's surprise a total of 
287 were present for the first service. A few brethren from 
Wroclaw, Opole, Warsaw and some other places were 
present. That night about 200 attended. There were eight 
different speakers that day and Mike Dawidow 
translated for those of us from the United States and did a 
very outstanding job. For me it was one of the most 
thrilling days of my life. 

Upon our return to Warsaw the next day, which was a 
holiday, we met with the Vice Minister of Religion for 
over an hour .. He told us about the great part which 
religion plays in Poland and his report was interesting 

and encouraging. He mentioned the part which I had 
played in helping to establish the church in Poland and 
told me that it would be up to th~ Polish brethren to do 
most of the work in the future and I agreed with him. 

Now that the church has received legal recognition, it is 
making great strides, not only in So pot, but in other cities 
as well. Today the church in Poland is one of the greatest 
works we have in all of Europe. Many baptisms have 
been reported since we received legal recognition. 

There is a 16mm film made by the Polish News Agency 
Interpress, which shows the legal recognition ceremony, 
fifty truck loads of food being delivered, church services 
being conducted in some of the Polish homes and a 
baptismal scene in a lake. If you have not seen this film, 
then let us know and we will be glad to show it and bring 
you up to date on the many thrilling things taking place in 
Poland. 

In closing I would like to mention some of the urgent 
needs for Poland. Even the small building in Sopot is 
already full and they are in need of a larger building. The 
homes of our preachers are being used in most of the 
cities for church services and these congregations are all 
in need of a better meeting place. There is also a great 
need for Bibles, teaching materials, books and tracts. If 
you can help, then let us hear from you today. 

307 S. Harding 
Breckenridge, TX 7 6024 • 

Brown Trail School of Preaching NEED SPACE? 
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EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
1801 ~rown Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

SEAT '750 
Exeitin·g Fan Design 

Complete: Sound, 
Carpet, Furnishings 

$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JANUARY 31, 1984 



LAYTON PLASTER, 
GOSPEL PREACHER 

DIES 
BRANSON, MISSOURI 

M ike Baker 

La yto n Plaste r, faithful gospel 
preacher o f 35 years, died in Branson, 
Missouri, o n September 19 , 1983, a t the 
age of 62. Brother Plaste r died of 
complicati o ns fr o m Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gerhig's Disease), 
a disease that attacks the nervous system 
resulting in a loss of vital muscle 
functions. The disease wa s diagnosed in 
April , 1983 , a nd Brothe r Pla ster 
succumbed to it 5Y2 month s late r. 
Funeral services were conducted on 
September 22, a t the church of Christ in 
Branson where Brother Plaster was 
serving as minister. Se rv ices were 
co nducted by long time friend s Arthur 
Hicks of Ava , Missouri , a nd Doin 
Pitchford of Sparta, Missouri. Bro ther 
Plaster is survived by his wife, Wilma of 
Hollister, Missouri, three sons, John and 
Don Plaster of Holliste r a nd Dr. Ma rk 
Pla ste r o f Man s fi e ld , Ohio , one 
daughter, Linda Ba ker o f Ava, Missouri , 
and six grandchildre n. He is also survived 
by two brothers, Lawrence o f Ava , 
Misso uri , and Lowe ll of T ulsa , 
Okla ho ma, a nd o ne s iste r Lo ui se 
Goddard o f Tulsa. 

Layto n Plaster wa s born in Ozark 
County Missouri o n J a n. 6, 1921 a nd 
graduated fro m Ga inesville Hig h School 
in 1939. After serving in the Navy in WW 
II and wo rking in business, Bro ther 
Plaster committed himself to preaching 
the gospel. Selling his business a nd ho me, 
he moved his family to Abilene, Texas, 
where he a ttend ed Abilene C hristian 
College, g raduating in 1952. His first 
located wo rk bega n in 1950 when he was 
asked to serve the church in Gorma n, 
Texas. In his 35 years of preaching 
Brother Plaste.r served other churches in 
Texas, as well as churches in Okla homa 
and Missouri. He a nd his fa mily went to 
the Ka nsas City a rea in 1961 where he 
served for 19 yea rs. Brother Pla ster was 
preaching in Bra nson, Missouri, when he 
was stncken with the fa ta l disease a nd had 
been there for three years. 

When the knowledge of Brothe r 
Plaster's illness and consequent needs 
reached th ose congrega tions tha t he had 
served , a re tirement fund wa s esta blished 
to help meet those needs. The ge neros ity 
that was expressed by Christians in ma ny 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JANUARY 31, 1984 

a reas was a tremend o us example of the 
ca re a nd compassion tha t C hristia ns have 
for o ne a no ther. Eno ug h was contr ibuted 
to the fund tha t it enabled Layto n to 
purcha se a ho me befo re he passed a way, 
thus leaving his wife a nd he lper a sec ure 
home. The fa mily wishes to express its 
deepest gra titude to a ll who gave their 
support during the illness a nd death of 
this loved o ne. Praye rs, ca rds, visits, a nd 
o ther expressio ns of love a nd conce rn 
helped the fa mily thro ug h the difficult 
time. May God bless all of you. 

• 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Apri l 25, 1984 - Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Religion, 
1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 381 17 

Ph. 901 -761-1350 901-683-1678 

Bound Volumn I of A BURNING FIRE 

by JAMES W. BOYD 

Paper covering, plastic spiral binding. 
$9.00 postage paid. Order from: C. S. 
Gatlin, Jr., P. 0. Box 1397-B, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 83864-0864 . Check MUST 
accompany order. 

SPECIAL SECTION 

THE WAY HOME Twenty pages of Bible Helps 

New Testament 
(King James Version) 

EASY TO READ 

in cluding 
The Plan of Salvation 

This popular new edition is IDEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

Sold in boxes of 100 at the low price of 
$70.00 (plus freight). 

For 70ct a copy, every congregation 
(or individual interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send $1 for your sample copy to: 

Johnson Publishing, P.O.Box 100704, 
Nashville, TN 37210 
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ANNOUNCING 1984 

FOWLER 
HOLY LAND 
TOURS 

SIX TOURS TO SELECT FROM 
EACH CONDUCTED BY WELL-KNOWN TOUR HOSTS 
(216) NINTH ANNUAL 

FOWLER HOLY LAND 
STUDY TOUR 
Apnl 4-19 
Visitmg Israel. Egypt and 
Greece 
Escorted by Dillard Thurman 
and other well -known tour hosts 
Sponsored by Gospel Mmutes 

(225) HOLY LAND, EGYPT 
AND GREECE 
April 21-May 2 
ViSiting Israel. Cairo. the 
Pyramids. Athens and Corinth 
Sponsored by Oklahoma 
Chnstian College 
Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Terry 

Johnson and Mr. and Mrs. Guy 
Ross 

(227) HOLY LAND 
June 1-14 
In-depth Study Tour of Israel 
Escorted by Dr. Bill Humble 
Head. Department ol 81ble, 
Ao1lene Chnst1an University 

(207) HOLY LAND, EGYPT 
AND 
OBERAMMERGAU 
June 10-22 
ViSiting Israel, Egypt and the 
Oberammergau Pass1on Play 
Escorted by Harold Taylor and 
Thomas Campbell 

(229) NINTH ANNUAL 
FOWLER HOLY LAND 
STUDY TOUR 
June 10-21 
Visiting Israel. Egypt, Rome 
Directed by several well-known 
Tour Hosts 

(217) NINTH ANNUAL 
FOWLER HOLY LAND 
STUDY TOUR 
November 1-16 
Visiting Israel . Egypt, Greece 
Escorted by Clem Thurman and 
other well-known Tour Hosts 
Sponsored by Gospel Minutes 

TRAVEL WITH EXPERIENCE 
Over 2000 happy passengers have traveled on a Fowler Holy Land Tour since 1976! We know the Holy Lands 
because we have been there many times. We know and employ the best guides. We book only quality hotels 
such as the Intercontinental atop the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. 

r-----------------------------------------------------
Fowler Tours 
13101 Preston Rd., No. 41 1 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
{214) 387-308 1 

Circle Brochures Desired (Free) 
216 225 227 207 229 217 

NAME ______________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS __________________________________ ___ 

CITY. STATE, ZIP -------------------------------
~-----------------------------------------------------
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Other 1984 Tours arranged by Fowler 
Tours include: 
Europe 
Hawaii 
New England 
South America 

Around the World 
Orient 
Alaska 

Writ e for Details 
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FIRST ANNUAL SOUTHWEST 
ARKANSAS LECTURESHIP 

March 16-18, 1984 

Theme: THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

Cullendale Church of Christ 

2707 Mount Holly Road 

Camden, Arkansas 71701 

Telephone (501) 231-5228 

CORRECTION 
In the December 13 issue the Bible-Book Store ad of 
Jonesboro, Arkansas ad had an error in its Arkansas 
WATS line number. It shou ld read : 

BIBLE-BOOK STORE 

"THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Homiletic Commentary 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren. Editors 

Thos book - the pnnted record of 
the Seventh Annua l " Spont ual 
Sword" Lectureshop. conducted 
by the Get w ell Church of Chnst on 
Memphos, Tn - was wrotten by 
thort y · four faothful and able 
preachers of the Gospel of Chnst. 
The book os compn sed of fou rty· 
four chapters. wh och explaon on 
detao l the marvelous teacho ngs of 
Jesus whoch are set ou t on 
chapters love. sox and seven of the 
book of M atthew . 

Already some are sayong such 
thongs as. " Thos may be the best 
book - outsode of the Soble otself 
- which has ever been written on 
the Sermon on the M ount. " It os 
surely the case that thos book -
when studoed along woth the Soble 
otself- can be a sognof ocant force 
on helpong people to see how the 
Soble teaches that people should 

change theor loves onto what the 
Lord Jesus would have them to be 
and . thus. ca n r esul t on 
th ousa nd s. p e rhap s eve n 
m olloons. of souls spendong 
eternuy on heaven rat her than on 
hell It can be used by 
mossoonaroes around the wor ld as 
an aod on teachong and preachong 
on thos matchless sermon. 

You can't afford to be without this book! 
3512 E. Highland - Phone 932-7079 

Jonesboro. Arkansas 72401 
Use our WATS line 

Clo th bound, 340 pages. 514.95 (plus postage and handling. 51.25) 

Arkansas - 1-800-632-0568 
Nationwide - 1-800-643-6448 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0. Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 72401 

(Or. see your local bookstore.) 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN # 501 

Ded'uctibles . ...... . ... . . ...... . $100.00 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 Family .................... . . $154.00 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 59.25 $ 52.89 $ 50.21 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

(Most States) 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

•••••GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Write or call for d1t1ila. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P. 0. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH , TEXAS 76112 
817/496-4888 
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THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECfURES 
April 12-15, 1984 

Theme: ''The Church- Challenged by Current Issues" 

Wednesday, AprB 11th 
7:30 p.m. - The authority of the Bible •••••••• jerry Moffitt 

lbunday, April 12th 
1 :30 p.m. - The Challenge of Personal 

Evangelism •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• jack Grimes 
2:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Mormonism Wendell Winkler 
3:30p.m.- Thrust Hour: The Challenge of 

Premillennialism • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • Oran Rhodes 
7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Worldliness in the 

Kingdom •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• johnny Ramsey 
8:15 p.m. - The Challenge and Problem of 

Fellowship • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Andrew Connally 

Friday, April 13th 
9:00 a.m. - The Challenge of Anti-ism ••••••••• Bill Jackson 

10:00 a.m. - The Challenge of jehovah's 
Witnesses • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dub McClish 

11:00 a.m. -The Challenge of Church Discipline W. R. Craig 
1 :30 p.m. - The Challenge of Theistic 

Evolution ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Paul Sain 
2:30p.m.- The Challenge of Seventh-Day 

Adventism •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Goebel Music 
3:30 p.m. - Thrust Hour: The Challenge of the Max 

King Doctrine • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • Gary Workman 
Challenges to the Home Today (Ladies) •••••• Irene Taylor 

7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Humanism •••• Robert Taylor 
8:15p.m.- jesus Christ-The Son of God .•• Hugo McCord 

Saturday, April 14th 
9:00a.m.- Challenges to our Spirituality •••••. Frank Dunn 

10:00 a.m. - The Challenge of the Bible School • Mark Lewis 
11:00 a.m.- The Challenge of Modern 

Versions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.• Robert Taylor 
The Challenge of Restoring the Home (Ladies) Irene Taylor 

-QPENTIME-

(2:30p.m.- "The Generation Gap"- a lesson to area 
young people) ......................... Hugo McCord 

7:30p.m.- The Challenge to Elders' 
Authority •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Hugo McCord 

8:15 p.m. - The Geology of the Church •••• Guy N. Woods 

Sunday, April 15th 
9:30 a.m. - (Combined Classes) - The Challenge to 

PREACH THE WORD! ••••••••.••••••••••• Perry Cotham 
10:30 a.m. - The Dogmatism of Modern 

Science ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• Guy N. Woods 

-congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m. - Questions and Answers •••••••• Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m. - A Heart-Written Covenant ••••• Hugo McCord 
7:00 p.m. - The Challenge to God's Marriage 

Law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Chuck Horner 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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LECTURES WILL BE PRINTED .......•...• TAPES AVAILABLE 

Accommodations in homes of members.· 
Vans, self-contained campers welcomed. 
Exhibit space available- on prior approval. 

CONTACT: Bill Jackson, Director 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH Of CHRIST, 2700 DeBarr 
Rd •• 99&08. Will contact relatlvea or frlendaln Alalkll. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 
99&10. Phone 272·7&84 or 683·7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E." St. Sunday 9:30 8& 10:30 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 
7:00P.M. Cell 883·2&&0 or Bill Bridgaa, Min. 793·7064. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURot OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,18B Clauroom houra 
Preaching- Peraonal Evangelism- Millions 

Complete Program for Wlva and Teach .. 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303·9B8·6800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver. CO B0227. 

BELLVIIW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4860 S•fley Ro..t 

P~a.Rorlda32608 
Phone 466-769& 

Sunday Bible .mdy 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M .. 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, 
Evangellat. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 S•fley Ro..:l 

P~.Rorida32508 
Phone 904-463·3428 

Full2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWD, MAINE- 241 Canter St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
claa .... 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2&39, or 
888-4383. Vialtora Welcome. Write about newcomera to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VlrsJnll, Eat Bristol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00A.M. 
and 8:30 P.M.; Wednaday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703-889· 
1898, Kenneth Chambera. Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 s. Memorial Pky. 

Huntavllle, Alabama 36B03 
(206t 883-2980 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worah!p 10:00 A.M. and 
8:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangellat. 

FUETWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
16036 Katy Freeway (1·10 Weatt 

Houaton, Texas 77094 
(713t 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M •• Worahfp 10:00 A.M. and 
8:00 P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs. 
Evangelfat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF cHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndlanapolll. Indiana 48203 
(317t 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 
8:00P.M., Wedneldlly Bible Study 7:46P.M. Fred Davia, 
EvangeUat. 

LI.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE. N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives end friends. Church meets at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12801. Or call Tom Tarbet (914t 
482-0487. 

MORo-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 

4890 S. Logan 303·789-4749 
Mec B.-tee. Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
B900 Manchaca Roecl 
Auatln. Taxa 7874& 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapa with written material 
and taltl. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club and 
race1ve apecial lauona on many subjecu. For Free 
Information write: Sunset Church of Chriat. 2432 27th St., 
Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Wllhlnaton. D.C. ue• - 20 minutes from our Mtion'a apft.a, 
Church of C .. ld, 111 bst lrMidodl Rd., Aleundn., VlrsfnJ. 
zncn, phone (70lt 136-3013 or 971-4147, Muk N. Hkb, 
hqeikL 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Ells Timber church of Chrlslln Bls Timber, Montm• h accepting 
applk&tlona for a fulltlme mlnhter. We prefer • family qyn who 
h aound In the faith and a good personal worller. for more 
Information all Guret Frris II 406-m-2619. Please apply by 
wrftlns to Box 2114. Big Timber MT 59011. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, In Wleabllden. Germany, aoolca preacher. 
Terms: Married. both strong In peraonal work. 3 year 
contract, partial support may be required. Send resume, 
femlly picture and aermon/leuon caaaettoa to: Ron Coslett. 
PSC Box 48&2, APO Now York 09833. 

PREACHER NEEDED for pod conpeption of 20 memben. 
Adequate support. l.oYely small 3 Bedroom house, Central 
air/hut. Popubtion, 1500. Neu Gulf Coast, 90 miles southwest of 
Houston. FRmstrlp, slide and overhead projec:ton •lll&ble. Call 
or write 1. D. C.lk, (512) 771·2690, Route 1, Box 2J5, Ganado, Texa 
77962. Quatlons to mAftf: (1) How mmy home Bible stucHes 
did you teKh last yarl (2) How many peopled!d you blptlze lat 
yeul 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small congregation of &0 seeking 
retired, aeml-rcrtlred or can work part tJma. We can provide 
some support. Pleuo aond resume to Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box fS7, Buckeye. AZ 86326. 

ScnaU congregation on west coat h seeking a preacher to locate 
with us. He wiD need partial support. Write P. 0. Box az. 
Reedsport, OR 97467, or aD {503) 271·2285 coiled. 

the Sm St. Church of Christ h seeking a mature Gospel preacher 
with d leal 5 years experience. Must be a famBy man, worlled 
with an eldership. md able lo condud a radio propam. 
Conpeption approx. 150. PosltJon available after July 1, 1984. 
5&lary nesotfable. Send resume and Llpe to 1321 E. Sm St., Lima, 
Ohio 45804. 

We need an aperienced builder In the body of Christ. If you 
aped II'ISWers to prayer; and If you're strons. aound for the 
Lord. We h.we need for your Goclslftn prach!ns talenll. Please 
contKt the: Graham Church of C .. ht; 9524-2Z4th 5lreet Eat, 
Graham, Wuh. 98338, (206) 847·9643. 

Youns, srowlns conpeptlon needs a m&n to come and work 
with them. M llllon area with support available. Call31 S. 663· 
2329. 319· 72B·8871. or 319·8&3-3312, or write to Church 
of Chrtat. 836 S. Avo. D, Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
A retired CatcrpiUu man, ase 57, desires fuU tlme pruchlng. 
Approx. Zi years aperfence, Write or aD 854-6131, 820 FrankRn 
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THE SABBATH 
John G. Priola 

There are those in the religious world today who teach 
one should observe and keep the seventh day, the 
sabbath, as a day of worship. For example, "The Quiet 
Hour Bible Course," a Bible correspondence course of 
the Seventh-Day Adventists, says in lesson 23, "As a 
'sign' of his creative power, God gave to mankind, when 
creation was over, the sabbath to be an everlasting 
memorial.. .. God intends that the memorial Which he 
established of his creative power is to last through all 
time." Please observe from these statements that 
according to the Adventists: (1) God gave the sabbath to 
mankind; (2) He gave the sabbath to mankind when 
creation was over; (3) the sabbath was given as a sign of 
his creative power; and ( 4) it is to last through all time. 
Let us now examine the Bible to see if these four points 
are indeed true. 

Did God give the sabbath to mankind? 

Where is the passage that teaches God gave the sabbath 
to mankind, meaning everyone? There is none. The Bible 
does teach that the sabbath was given to the Jews. In 
Deut. 5:2-3, Moses declared, ~~The Lord our God made 
not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, 
who are all of us here alive this day. "Here Moses declares 
God made the covenant, which included the sabbath, 
with the Jews. The introduction to the ten 
commandments is significant in informing us as to whom 
they were given. "/am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out ofthehouseof 
bondage," (Ex. 20:3). Notice the pronoun "Thou" which 
introduces each commandment of the decalogue. This 
pronoun limits the ten commandments to the people 
named in the introduction. Who were they? Verse two 
says, "those brought out of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage," in other words the Jews. The ten 
commandments were given to the Jews and not to all 
mankind. 

Was the sabbath given when creation was over? 

As before, where is the passage that teaches such? Once 
again, there is none. God appointed the sabbath as a day 
of rest for the children of Israel, after their deliverance 
from bondage in Egypt. Prior to this time, there is no 
Biblical record of any man on earth observing the 
sabbath for any reason or purpose. Neb. 9:13-14 states 
when God made known the sabbath, 11 Thoucamestdown 
also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from 
heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, 
good statues and commandments: and madest known 
unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them 
precepts, statues and laws, by the hand of Moses thy 
servant. " If this is where God made it known unto the 
people to whom he gave it, then it was not made known or 
given when creation was over. 

Was the sabbath given as a sign of God's creative 
power? 

Let the Bible answer why God gave the sabbath. In Deut. 
5:15, Moses said, ~~And remember that thou wast a 
servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God 
commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. "Why does the 
Bible say the Jews were commanded to keep the sabbath? 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial. .. 

THE MEANS TO HOL-Y LIVING 

Jesus was to leave the earth, and the establishment of the church and 
the successful spread of the gospel he would leave to his apostles, who 
were to be given the Comforter as their new source of support and as their 
guide into all the truth (John 16:7, 13). The men to whom this promise 
was made had been placed under the obligation of a commission of such 
grave responsibility and of such sweeping importance to mankind that it 
is called the great commission. They were to ·go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16: 15). When Jesus left the 
earth to assume his· position at the right hand of the Father, then, his 
apostles would be left on earth and were to go into its farthest reaches 
with the message of salvation. In the world and into the world; involved 
with the world; exposed to the world; vulnerable to its assaults, 
oppositions and hatred. It was an awesome thing the Lord asked his men 
to do. 

And what was the nature of the world that Jesus had before described 
as a field white unto harvest? It was hostile toward Christ, and it would be 
hostile to the apostles. "If the world hateth you, .ye know that it hath 
hated me before it hated you" (John 15: 18). This was the world of 
humanity, lost in sin, whom the Father had loved and had sent his Son to 
save (John 3: 16). And yet, it was a world under the power and control of 
the evil one, the devil. In this way, a kind of dichotomy of conflicting 
desires for the human race is set up as the environment in which the 
apostles were to do their saving work. They would soon realize the almost 
unbearable strain under which the commission would place them. Going · 
out to save a world that would hate them, but a world that God loved and 
wanted saved, was the problem they would face. 

Jesus was, of course, aware of all this. And because he was, he prayed 
for his apostles. His concern was expressed in these words: "I have given 
them thy word,· and the world hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldst take 
them from the world, but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in 
the truth: thy word is truth" (John 17: 14-17). 

The Lord's gift to his men was the word of God. It was all they had as 
they went forth to carry out the great commission. Nothing else. No seats 

· of earthly power, no thrones, no atnethystrings, none of the trappings of 
kingly awe and majesty. lhey would have no political or military power 
by which to impel men to hear and obey. They would have no 
overflowing treasure chests with which to finance their going and doing. 
They had the word of God. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 7, 1984 



This does not mean, however, they were powerless, or 
alone, or without support. Paul said the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). They had 
that power with them. Christ sent the Comforter to be at 
their sides. They were not alone. And the Holy Spirit 
distributed his special gifts to them to support them in 
their efforts. But it does mean that the apostles went into 
the hostile world to do a massive work among men 
unfortified by the material things men would assume 
absolutely necessary to the accomplishment of the task of 
changing the world. The apostles did their work through 
the word of God, and needed no other means. 

The problem for the apostles was how to be in the 
hostile world and change it without being overcome by it. 
It was how to invade the territory of the prince of 
darkness and be safe from him at the same time. It was 
how to rub elbows with a violent, greedy, lascivious, 
ignorant, materialistic world without being fatally 
affected by it. Obviously, they couldn't be taken from the 
world and do what they must do. They could not preach 
the gospel in the marketplaces and private homes of a 
thousand cities if they were cloistered in a monastery 
somewhere. And the solution to their dilemma was not 
death, which would take them out of the world of men. 
Moses, Elijah and Jonah all perceived this as a means by 
which they could escape their own fearful circumstances 
(Cf. Numbers 11:15; I Kings 19:4; Jonah 4:3, 8). No, the 
apostles had to be in the world and bear its oppositions 
and persecutions if they were to carry out the great 
commission. And they dare not allow the ways of the 
world to become their ways or its thoughts to become 
their thoughts. They had to be in the world, yet not of the 
world. They had to be where evil was rampant, but kept 
from the evil one. They had to be set in the world, but set 
apart from it for holy uses. They had to be, in a word, 
sanctified. 

It is just at this juncture that Jesus resolves the 
problem. "Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth" 
(John 17:17). It is imperative that we see this verse in its 
context before we can make full application of it to our 
lives and our spiritual welfare. The very word of God that 
Jesus had given to the apostles was the means by which 
they could be in the world carrying out the commission 
while not allowing the world to overcome them. 

This teaches us a powerf.ullesson about the place of the 
word of God in the lives of Christians. It offers us a very 
practical reason to respect and study and practice the 
teachings of the Bible. It insists that we may not safely 
ignore the word of God in the affairs of the church or in 
the conduct of our daily personal lives. The word is the 
means of our set-apartness while we are, perforce, in the 
world. 

Our world is sated with wickedness, though there are 
many good people who live in it. It is still a world lying 
under the power of the prince of darkness. And it is still 
the field of labor for the church. We, like the apostles, are 
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to penetrate its folds and seams to find men and women 
who will be responsive to the gospel. We may not lock 
ourselves into our buildings or into our private circles 
and win the world to Christ through unacknowledged 
monasticism. We have to work in a worldly environment, 
exposed to the excesses of persons who do not honor 
Christ and who may not even believe in God. We have to 
find our recreation in a world that has entirely different 
ideas about the nature of pleasure than we have. We 
cannot be taken from the world. But we must not be of it, 
we must not succumb to its philosophical or material 
blandishments, we must be kept from the evil one. Our 
problem is not much different from the one the apostles 
faced. 

If the message of God's word is deeply imbedded in our 
minds, the vain deceivers of this world cannot divert our 
allegiance to our King. If the story of redemption fills our 
hearts with joy, the sins of the flesh can offer us no 
satisfactions to replace what we know in Christ. If the 
promises of God's book give us hope, the blessing of 
eternal life cannot be taken from us by the allure of this 
world. 

We must appreciate every opportunity we have to 
study the Bible and encourage an understanding of it in 
the children under our care. We must recognize the value 
of every sermon, every Bible class lesson, every hour of 
home study. We ought to see the importance of scriptural 
authority for the organization, work and worship of the 
church, and for all its activities. We must recognize the 
spiritual danger inherent in any departure from the truth 
in the pulpit, the classroom or the home. And we must 
dedicate ourselves to the work of the Lord as a separated 
people whose unique difference from the world of sin is 
their knowledge of and attitude toward the scriptures. 
"Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth." 

-Jim Dobbs, Field Editor 
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The Sabbath 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Not as a sign of God's creative power, but as a 
commemoration and memorial of their deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage. 

Is the sabbath to last through all time? 

Where is the passage that teaches the sabbath is to last 
through all time? There is none. The command to observe 
the sabbath day as the day of worship ended when the rest 
of the law ended. When was that? Paul states in Col. 2:14, 
"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way nailing it to the cross. "Paul says it was taken out 
of the way and nailed to the cross. The Adventists agree 
that Jesus nailed the law of Moses to the cross, thus 
abolishing it. How is it then that they can agree that the 
law of Moses has been abolished, but yet still believe and 
teach that the sabbath must be observed as a day of 
worship? The answer is that they do not believe the ten 
commandments are a part of the law of Moses. They 
believe there is a difference between the law of Moses and 
the ten commandments. They do not believe the ten 
commandment law has been abolished. The ten 
commandments, they say, are the"law ofGod.:This they 
also call the "Ia w of the Lord" or moralla w. Nothing but 
the ten commandments is the "law of God." The rest of 
the Old Testament is the "law of Moses." This they also 
call the "ceremonialla w," containing all the ordinances, 
sacrifices, feasts, new moons, etc. The law of God did not 
contain these ordinances, sacrifices, feasts, new moons, 
etc.; it only contained the ten commandments. It was, 
according to the Adventists, the law of Moses containing 
the ordinances, sacrifices, feasts, new moons, etc., that 
Jesus nailed to the cross and took away, while the ten 
commandment law still remains. Since it was the law of 
Moses which was abolished and not the law of the Lord, 
then the ten commandments are still binding. Since the 
sabbath command is a part of the ten commandments, 

-------------------------

then the sabbath command remains. Is this a sound 
argument? Does the Bible make a distinction between 
"the law of Moses" and the "law of the Lord," or is this 
wishful thinking? Notice that according to the 
Adventists, the law of the Lord contains only the ten 
commandments. Nothing else is the law of the Lord. It is 
the law of Moses and not the law of the Lord that 
contains the sacrifices, offerings, new moons, feasts, etc. 
According to their teaching, one should not find the Bible 
referring to these as the "law of the Lord." "He 
appointed also the king~ portion of his substance for the 
burnt offerings, to wit,for the morning and evening burnt 
offerings, and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and 
for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is written in 
the law of the Lord" (II Ch. 31 :3-4). Here the Bible places 
offerings, new moons, and feasts in the law of the Lord. 
But there is nothing in the ten commandments about 
offerings, new moons, and feasts. This proves the law of 
the Lord contains more than the ten commandments. 
Therefore, the teaching that the "law of the Lord" 
contains only the ten commandments is not in harmony 
with the Bible's teaching. 

There is no scriptural distinction between the law of 
Moses and the law of God. The law that God gave by 
Moses is called God's law and Moses' law 
interchangeably. "And when the days of her purification 
according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they 
brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord,· 
(As it is written in the law of the Lord, every male that 
openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And 
to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the 
law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons," (Luke 2:22-24). In this reading we have the law 
of Moses mentioned once and the law of the Lord 
mentioned twice - all referring to the same thing. 
Therefore, having proved that there is no distinction 
between the two, then the Adventists must see we are no 
longer obligated to keep the sabbath as a day of worship 
because even they believe the law of MQses has been done 
~~ . 

0 -------------------------
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

The Example of Paul 
(II Tim. 3:10-13) 

Tony Lawrence 

The third chapter of Second Timothy is a contrast 
between the wicked ways of the ungodly and the worthy 
example of Paul. The verses under consideration in this 
article will concentrate on the example of Paul. 

First, Paul stated to Timothy, "thou didstfollow my ... " 
These words come from an original word which indicate 
to "follow closely as in an investigation." Luke used the 
same word to indicate his research about the life of Christ 
(cf. Lk. I :3). Thus, Timothy was a student, not only of the 
sacred writings, but also of the life of Paul. 

Second, in the remainder of verse 10, Paul lists seven 
items in his life which Timothy had closely followed. 
These items could and did make Timothy a better servant 
of the Lord and can do the same for any Christian today. 
It was Paul himself who said that we should pattern' our 
lives after his as he patterned his life after the Lord (cf. I 
Cor. II: 1). Consider then the following items which Paul 
enjoined: 

Teaching- Timothy had carefully followed the teaching 
of Paul as is evident by many verses. Perhaps the clearest 
statement is found in verses I4-I7 . There Paul enjoins the 
inspired Scriptures for teaching. Without doubt there are 
no other New Testament books which emphasize the 
necessity of avoiding false standards of truth such as 
fables, genealogies, and old wives' fables as do the letters 
to the young preacher Timothy. It is not insignificant that 
this appears first in Paul's list! 

Conduct- Just one example will show that the conduct 
of Paul was above reproach. When funds were being 
collected for the needy saints at Jerusalem, Paul had 
several brethren travel with him in the administration of 
collecting and protecting the funds. In this regard he said , 
"for we take thought for things honorable, not only in the 
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men" (II Cor. 
8:21). 

Purpose - Paul had clearly lived his life with a single 
minded purpose (cf. I Cor. 2:2; Phil. 3:13, 14). Paul's 
single purpose in life was the salvation of souls. He said, 
" ... I am become all things to all men, that I may by all 
means save some. And I do all things for the gospel's 
sake ... " (I Cor. 9:22b, 23) . 
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Faith- In the very next chapter ( 4:7), Paul tells Timothy 
that he has "kept the faith" as opposed to some like 
Hymenaeus and Alexander who "made shipwreck 
concerning the faith" or those ungodly men whom Paul 
had just mentioned as being "reprobate concerning the 
faith." Sadly, but today many do not see the necessity of 
remaining true to THE FAITH. Paul's trust was in God, 
a confidence which could not be shaken by the world of 
man. 

Longsuffering - In his epistles, Paul uses this word at 
least ten times. In several instances it refers to the act of 
God putting up with man. When it refers to man it means 
patience in trying circumstances. When looking at the 
conduct of Paul with such churches as those of Corinth 
and Galatia, one can truly see the longsuffering of Paul. 

Love- The characteristic sign of Christians is their love 
one for another (J n. I3:35). The great love chapter of the 
Bible, I Cor. 13, was penned by Paul himself. 

Patience- This word means, as is indicated by the ASV 
margin, stedfastness. The Hebrew writer taught that in 
running the race of life, patience/ stedfastness is a 
necessary quality (He b. 12: I). In the next chapter, Paul 
considered that in the race of life, he himself had "finished 
the course" (4:7). 

Third, after listing the seven items of imitation, Paul 
proceeded to discuss his example in persecution. [The 
record of these persecutions may be found in Acts 13:45, 
50; 14:15 , 19.] T he subject of faithful service under 
persecution is prevalent in this whole letter (cf. 1:8; 2:3; 
4:5; et. al.). Paul goes on to remind Timothy that all who 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. This is 
not just a situational statement, but one that applies to all 
ages and generations. The persecution may come in 
various forms and on more intense levels but "all that 
would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. " 
If one is not suffering for his faith and life, then perhaps 
he should take a careful look at his life to make sure that 
he is not compromising with the world! This would be 
especially true for preachers. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Example Of Paul 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Finally, Timothy and we too are to be reminded that 
the evil and imposters are always with us. They grow 
worse every day deceiving those whom they can and then 
finally being deceived themselves. However, take heart, 
God delivered Paul and he will deliver us one day (II Tim. 
4:18)! 

Route 1, Box 110 
Indian Mound, Tennessee 37079 • 

FIRING THE PILOT DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE STORM 

Melvin Elliott 

A number of years ago a pilot landed the corporate 
aircraft in order to refuel before continuing on his flight. 
While the airplane was being serviced, he checked with 
the weather bureau and learned that the weather had 
deteriorated along his route and the mountain tops were 
now obscured in the clouds. 

With this new information the pilot returned to the 
aircraft and informed his executive passenger that the 
weather was now hazardous and that they would not be 
able to continue at that time. About this time another 
corporate aircraft departed, causing this business 
executive to be angered that his pilot would not fly when 
others did, so he fired his pilot on the spot. 

Early the next morning the executive returned to the 
airport to look for a pilot to fly him to his important 
meeting. The first thing he learned was that the airplane 
which had departed the evening before had crashed into a 
mountain peak killing all on board. The tragedy taught 
the executive to use his better judgment and he rehired his 
pilot, gave him a nice raise and promised to leave the 
flying in his hands. 

It seems to me there is a valuable lesson to be learned in 
this story. First of all, neither the pilot who flew nor the 
one who refused, had anything to do with the weather. It 
existed independently of either pilot. The one who flew to 
his death did not make the weather any better, nor did the 
one who refused to fly make it any worse. In fact the 
weather would have existed if neither man had learned to 
fly. 

Sometimes a problem exists in the church: one 
preacher recognizes it, another does not. As in the above 
true story, neither the preacher who recognizes the 
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trouble nor the one who does not has anything to do with 
causing the problem. It exists independently of either 
preacher. The one who does not recognize the problem 
and allows the church to apostatize to spiritual death 
does not make the problem less serious. The one who 
recognizes and exposes it does not make the problem 
worse. In fact the problem will be the same if neither man 
ever preaches a single sermon. 

As the above pilot was unjustly blamed for not flying, 
the preacher who recognizes the problem and refuses to 
allow the church to fall into ruin, is also unjustly blamed 
as the troublemaker, the cause of the problem, and fired. 
At this point the two true stories are no longer identical, 
but become exactly opposite. Who ever heard of the wise 
and faithful preacher ever being rehired with a nice raise 
and the church admitting the guilt and submitting to the 
Book? Oh, I have been told "You preach the truth, 
but. .. ", and elders have said, "We didn't do what we 
promised, but ... "; however, the hypocritical conscience
salving admissions of injustice fall 100% s~tort of the 
repentance, reformation and restitution the Bible 
demands to be extended to those treated wrongfully. 

The executive thought he had the right to decide if the 
plane flew or not and that the pilot had no authority in 
the situation. Likewise, many elders think they have the 
right to decide what the preacher preaches and that the 
preacher has no authority in the situation. Brethren, 
preachers do have authority. The church has sustained a 
mortal wound from those who will not allow the preacher 
to carry out his God-given duty. 

God has charged preachers with certain duties and they 
have full authority to carry out their responsibilities. 
Heaven has charged preachers to "preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season,· reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with a// long-suffering and doctrine"(II Timothy 4:1-2). 
Further to Titus, "These things speak and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee "(Titus 
2: 15; Emphasis mine, ME), Do we not know that 
preachers are authorized to rebuke elders? ~~Against an 
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elder receive not an accusation, but before two of three 
witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all that others 
may fear" (I Timothy 5: 19-20; Emphasis mine - ME). 
Does this mean that elders are to fear the person of the 
preacher? No! Elders and preachers ought to respect and 
appreciate one another. But elders need to fear the truth 
the preacher preaches and the error he rebukes lest they 
lose their soul in eternity. 

Preachers do have authority- the authority to carry 
out that which God has laid to their charge, even to 
rebuking elders. Elders do have authority - the 
authority to also carry out that which God has laid to 
their charge, even to removing unfaithful preachers 
(Titus I :9-11 ). Those, including elders and for preachers, 
who use their office (work) to hinder or forbid the faithful 
from doing their God-assigned duty, exceed their 

authority and stand condemned in God's sight for 
resisting his will. 

In New Testament times, people (even wicked people) 
trembled at God's word (Acts 2:37; 5:11; 17:17; 24:35). 
Woe be unto those in this ignorant and rebellious 
generation, who loving preeminence (like Diotrophes), 
resist God's arrangement and bring disaster upon God's 
people like Israel of old (II Chronicles 36: 14-17). 

When these truths are understood and followed we will 
have a check against the abuse of power on the part of 
elders, preachers and members. Only then will peace and 
tranquility return to God's people. 

920 Craigmont Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 • 

I 4fl!i# Biblical Sermons 

WE PERSUADE MEN 
(II Corinthians 5:11) 

Andrew Connally 

INTRODUCTION: 
1. The Apostle Paul was one of the greatest persuaders 

of men in the First Century. 
2. Our text shows Paul recognized this as part of his 

great work. This should be true of every Christian. 
Salvation, Soul-Saving and Christianity are serious 
business! 

3. The preacher must recognize its importance. The 
pulpit is no place to display scholarship, to entertain, 
to express theological opinions or speculations. His 
work is to present the gospel so as to persuade, 
motivate., induce, provoke, excite so as to urge man 
to obedience as directed by Jesus Christ. 

4. Man is a persuasive creature; he is susceptible to the 
influence and persuasion of others. He can be led to 
modify, change his behavior, attitude and convictions 
through learning and instruction. If not, why bother? 

5. The subtle power of persuasion is hindered by 
prejudice, (cf. Matt. 13:15); disinterest (Acts 18:17); 
or inattention. 

I. "WHY?" DID PAUL PERSUADE MEN? 
1. The context reveals motivations. 

(1) "Knowing"- knowledge (Rom. 11:22). 
(2) "Terror" -judgment (II Thess. 1:7-9). 
(3) "Things unseen" - faith (II Cor. 4:18). 
(4) "Love of Christ" (II Cor. 5:14; Cf. Acts 14:17). 
(5) Indebtedness (Rom. 1: 14). 
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2. Paul could persuade because he was persuaded 
(Rom. 8:38). There is nothing on earth like 
Christianity (II Tim. 1:12). A salesman excels if 
he is sold on his product. 

D. "HOW?" DID PAUL PERSUADE MEN? 
1. By demonstrations of power (I Cor. 2:4). Today by 

godly lives and influence (Phil. 2: 15; Matt. 5: 16). 
2. By preaching - "Tell 'em what you going to tell 

'em; tell 'em; tell 'em what you told 'em!" (Rom. 
1:14-16; I Cor. 1:21, 23). 

3. By reasoning (Acts 18:4; 19:8). Cf. Isa. 1:18; Jude 
3; I Pet. 3:15. 

4. By example (Phil. 4:9). 

01. TO "WHAT?" DID PAUL PERSUADE MEN? 
1. To believe (Acts 28:23-24). 
2. To repent (Acts 17:30-31). 
3. To enter the kingdom of God (Acts 19:8; I Thess. 

2:11-12). 
4. To obey the gospel (II Thess. 1:7-9). 
5. To become just a Christian (Acts 26:28). 
6. To worship God (Acts 18: 13; Cf. John 4:23). 
7. To be faithful (Acts 13:43; 14:22). 
8. To remember the poor (Gal. 2:10). 
9. In summary, to obtain the righteousness which is 

in Christ (Phil. 3:7-9). (Continued on Page 8) 
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We Persuade Men 
(Continued from Page 7) 

IV. THE "REACTIONS" TO PAUL'S 
PERSUASION .. 
1. Paul's preaching always provoked a response. 

(1) The Bereans ... eagerly investigated (Acts 
17:11-12). 

(2) The Athenians ... mocked (Acts 17:32). 
(3) The Antiochians ... contradicted, blasphemed, 

thrust the words from them (Acts 13:45-46). 
(4) Festus ... accused Paul of insanity, "Thou art 

mad" (Acts 26:24-25). 
(5) Felix ... terrified, postponed (Acts 24:25). 
(6) Agrippa ... mocked (Acts 26:28). 
(7) Many others were baptized (Acts 16: 15; 16:33; 

18:8). 
2. These various responses are not a reflection on 

the preaching of the mighty Apostle Paul, but 
rather reflect on the hearers - the diversity of soil 
of man's heart as they come in contact with the 
"seed of the kingdom" (Matt. 13:19-33). 

CONCLUSION: 
1. What a tragedy that some will not be persuaded by 

any means at all (Cf. Luke 16:31). 
2. Now what reaction has been produced in your heart 

by the preaching of the gospel? Do you "know" the 
"terror of the Lord?" 

510 N. Kaufman 
Seagoville, TX 75159 • 

In Ligl1t of tl1e S"criptures 

THE JOY BEFORE HIM 
Burton Coffman 

"Who for the joy that was set before him, endurea the 
CROSS, despising the shame, and hath sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:2). 

It is nearly impossible for modem man, so far removed 
from the event, to appreciate the full and dreadful 
meaning of the Cross. The death of Christ upon the Cross 
endowed even the brutal instrument of death itself with a 
halo of glory, encircled it with the nimbus of light and 
salvation, and made it to glow in the conscience of 
mankind for nearly two thousand years. 

Therefore, today, when men think of the Cross, they 
think of that which is sacred in the song and story of two 
millenniums, that which is fashioned in gold and worn as 
an ornament of the good and the beautiful, that which 
stands in the most honored place in all of the greatest 
cathedrals, and that which has become a symbol of love, 
mercy, and. truth. It is lifted to the sky atop a thousand, 
thousand houses of worship all over the world; and it 
crowns the high mountains, "Towering o'er the wrecks of 
time." It is painted on canvas, woven in tapestry, depicted 
in glass, engraved upon precious metals, and fashioned in 
costly jewels. It is the most recurrent theme in the 
literature and music of Western civilization; and in view 
of all this, it cannot be surprising that men do not readily 
understand the shame of the Cross, as mentioned in the 
text. 

In the days when our Lord confronted it and perished 
upon it, it symbolized the very opposite of all the glories 
associated with it ever since. It stood for degrading, 
shameful and horrible death, and for all the crimes, 
debaucheries, treacheries, and violent sins of which the 
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Cross was the penalty. Jesus deeply felt the ignominy and 
repugnance so universally associated with the Cross, and 
He found the ability to endure it only by contemplation 
of "the joy. that was set before him." What was that 
marvelous joy? 

It was the joy of reversing at last the tragic defeat of 
humanity in the Paradise of Eden. 

It was the joy of knowing that Satan's purpose of 
destroying mankind was foiled and frustrated. 

It was the joy of bringing "many sons unto glory" 
(Hebrews 2: 10). 

It was the joy of an innumerable company of the 
redeemed entering heaven and with "songs of everlasting 
joy upon their heads!" 

It was the joy of the herald angels in their, "Tidings of 
great joy that shall be to all people." 

It was such marvelous joy that, in truth, no vocabulary 
may describe it, no rhetoric suggest it, or finite mind fully 
conceive of it. 

Placed in the balances of consideration and weighed 
against the epic sufferings of our Lord on the Cross, that 
unspeakable joy overwhelmingly prevailed. 

It was precisely this great VICTORY that enthroned 
our blessed Saviour "At the right hand of the MAJESTY 
ON HIGHr' • 
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THE WAY HOME 
New Testament 

(Kmg James Vers1on) 

EASY TO READ SPECIAL SECTION 
Twen ty pages of Bible Helps 

1nctuding 
The Plan of Salvation 

This popular new edition is IDEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

Sold in boxes of 100 at the low price of 
$70.00 (plus f reight). 

For 70~ a copy, every congregation 
(or individua l interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send $1 for your sample copy to: 

Johnson Publish ing, P.O.Box 100704, 
Nashville, TN 37210 

THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 

For 43 yea rs of s t udy. preaching, a nd teach ing the wo rd of God, 
I have r ega rded T H E jOH N A . DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE as being the WORLD'S FINEST STUDY BI BLE. 

FOR MANY YEA RS . IN TRAI N ING PREACHERS, I ha ve 
required that m y s tudents possess a nd use this wonde rful Bible. 
toge ther w ith the s p ecial worhboo hs whic h ha ve been prepa red 
for t h is Bible. This is an unus uall y fin e set of WORKBOOKS. I 
wo ul d like for YOU to have these excellent tool s - the Bible. and 
th e workbooks. as yo ur ve ry own. fo r yo ur own self -co rrecting 
lwnw Bible study course. 

T he Dickson A nal ytical Bible sells fo r ........ .. . . . $68.95. 
T he W ork books (a 4- vo lume set ) se ll s for .. . ... . .... $20 .95, 

for a tot a l of . . ....... . ..... . . .. $89.90. 

TENNESSEE RESilJENTS 1\dd u· ~. St\I.I·:S '1'1\X . 
IJE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR l: IIECK WIT II YOliR OIWER. 

Please prinl (o r t y pe / your name. your mailing address ( including your 
zi p code). an d your telephone number . 

POSTAGE PA ID ANn DELIVERY GU ARANT EED 

SEND BIBLE ORDERS TO: Roy Deaver. 
Rt. 10. Box 355. Cookev ille, TN 38501. 

TEXAS NORMAL SINGING SCHOOL 

Sabinal, Texas * June 9-16, 1984 

Who Can Attend? Any Man or Boy Age 12 And Up 

Complete Cost $130 

Send For A Catalog 

Texas Normal Singing School I Box 456 I Sabinal, Texas 78881 

Phone 409-276-1356 (Before May 21) I Phone 512-988-2654 (After May 21) 
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WHY DOESN'T SOMEONE 
GO TO ZAIRE? 

J. C. Choate 

As far as I know, no one has put forth any effort to go 
as a missionary of the church to the country of Zaire, 
formerly Belgian Congo, in west central Africa. It is a 
large developing country, having been a colony of 
Belgium in years past. It would be necessary to know the 
French language to work among the educated , ora tribal 
language if one were planning to go outside the cities. 

Last February I visited Kinshasha, the capital, and 
found many foreigners - mostly European - operating 
numerous shops and businesses. Merchandise seemed 

' · very expens1ve. 

On visit ing with Brother Chester Woodhall in Kitwe, 
Zambia , he told me that as a result of teaching in the 

AJ.,I.,.,"'CI.rntM, 

Schoof of Reh':Jion 
Undergraduate 

& Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B A . B.S .. M.A .. M.Th 
Full Scholarst11ps Al'•IIIOIO f01 Full T•me Sruoenrs on M•m C1mpus 

Gt Approved 0 11 C1mpus Ptograms AYI1I10ie 

Call Collect lor Or. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(2051 277· 3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery. AL 36117 

Kitwe area, on the border of eastern Zaire, the work has 
spilled over into Zaire and there are some 200 
congregations already in the country, including two or 
three in Kinshasha. Brother Wood hall said that he and 

J 

some of the local brethren ha ve gone over the re on some 
preaching trips . He furthe r stated that as a result of the 
work a lready there, the government of Za ire would li ke 
to have a foreign missionary of the churches of Christ to 
come into the country to help see after the congregations. 

I am sure that with all of th is going on, in spite of no 
actual miss ion work having been d one there, if one or 
more families would go into the country, they would find 
an open door to preach the gospel. From all reports, 
evidently it would be well received. 

I am especia lly interested in printing literature in 
French for this nation and for other French-speaking 
nations in Africa. I would be happy to hear from anyone 
who might be interested in these ma tters. Write me at this 
address: Route 2, Box 156, Winona, MS 38967. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 

CALL 501 / 2687351 MEETING YET? 

15-Day Bible Land Tour 

10 (947] 

Israel- Jordan- Greece- Egypt 
April15-29, 1984 

Round-trip per person $2395 
t 

Dallas departure. Includes three meals per day, deluxe f ive-star hotels and 747 
jumbo flight service - all taxes, visa, and tips are included in this $2395 package. 
New York departure only $2135. Prices based on double occupancy. 

Bennie and Frances Whitehead 

For free information and 
brochure send your name, ad
dress and phone number to: 

Bible land Tour 
Bennie Whitehead 

P.O . Box 1060 
Abilene, Texas 79604 

(915) 677-6262 

These are only some of the sights that 

Israel 

Jerusalem Capernaum 
Golgotha Jordan River 

Gordon's Tomb Bethel 
Bethlehem Shiloh 

Jericho Shechem 
Sea of Galilee Samaria 

Dead Sea Mt. Tabor 
Tiberi as 

Can a 
Na.zareth 

you will visit: 

Egypt 
Cairo 

The Sphinx 
Pyramids 
Nile River 

Egyptian Museum 
Memphis 
Sakkara 

Jordan 
Amman 
Jarash 
Petra 

Mt. Nebo 

Athens 
Mars Hill 

The Areopagus 
The Panthenon 

Corinth 
Harbor of Cenchreae 
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Mission 
Mississippi 

olia 
olleg 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597. 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-
3557. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-874-1804 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES) 

for Preacher.r, Teachers, Pe,·soual JJ:' orkers, 
Elde1 s cuJd Deucous 

for Information Write 
C. M. Horner. Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE S 1 UOIES 
~91JO M~nchaca Road, Austin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282·2486 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 or 3 Year Program 
Tuition Free 

Call or Write: 
(813) 683-4043 
Florida School of G. I. Benefits 

Scholarship Available 
Sound Teachers 

Preaching 
Lakeland, FL 33803 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS: JANUARY 23, 1984 & SEPTEMBER 3, 1984 

B. C. CARR: DIRECTOR 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, Bedford (Fort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Bound Volumn I of A BURNING FIRE 

by JAMES W. BOYD 

Paper covering, plastic spiral binding. 
$9.00 postage paid. Order from: C. S. 
Gatlin, Jr., P. 0. Box 1397-B, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 83864-0864. Check MUST 
accompany order. 
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~ook 
, AI). BOOKS BY ROBERTSON L. WHITESIDE 
J\KAJW~ 

A NEW COMMENTARY ON PAUL'S LETTER TO 
THE SAINTS AT ROME. 
This book on Romans is a recognized authority us.e~ 
by thousands. It is a product of mature study- a book 
both profound and simple - a readable book -
making plain the reasoning of Paul in the development 
of his theme: "The Gospel, God's plan for saving men." 
PRICE, plus shipping: Cloth - $9.75; Paperback -
$6.95 -

DOCTRINAL DISCOURSES (Cloth) 
This book is recognized as one of the top ten in the 
study of some of the most important and timely 
doctrinal issues of yesterday, today, and tomorrow. It 
has sections dealing with the Holy Spirit, Unity, Elders 
and Majority Rule, Settling Doctrinal Questions by 
Popular Vote, etc. Price: $6.25 plus shipping. 

KINGDOM OF PROMISE AND PROPHECY (Cloth) 
This book deals with the many errors regarding God's 
promises to, and the prohecies concerning the Jewish 
Nation. It devastates the premillennial theory. It 
answers the question: "Is the church the kingdom?" 
Price: $5.95 plus shipping. 

BIBLE STUDIES (Paperback) 
VOL. 1 -Genesis- Deuteronomy 
VOL. 2 - Joshua - Nehemiah 
This is an arrangement, by book of the Bible, of the 
lessons which Whiteside prepared for the International 
Sunday School Committee from 1928-1944. Price: 
$7.00 plus shipping. 

REFLECTIONS (Cloth) 
Whiteside served as editor of the Question and Answer 
page in the Gospel Advocate for over a decade. This 

book is a systematic arrangement of questions he 
answered during those years. No doubt you will find in 
this book the answers to many of the questions that 
have bothered you. Price: $6.45, ·plus shipping. 

WHITESIDE - CLARK DISCUSSION (Paperback) 
The Sunday School Questions Discussed. Price: $1.25, 
plus shipping. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST- His Mission And His Work 
(Paperback) 
Written by Isaac E. Tackett. 

What Others have said about R. L. Whiteside: 

Foy E. Wallace: "As a preacher, teacher, writer, scholar, 
commentator and Query Editor of the Gospel 
Advocate, R. L. Whiteside was always in a class to 
himself - no one else like him. He was always 
forthright and honest, never evasive, never influenced 
by popular favor or expediency. I have read and 
studied the works of about all the scholars before and 
since Alexander Campbell, and I regard Brother 
Whiteside the safest, surest and most accurate of them 
all. I would rather trust his opinion on the meaning of a 
passage of scripture than any man of my knowledge, 
living or dead ... all of his works should be required 
reading for every preacher young and old ... " 

Reuel Lemmons: "Brother Whiteside was acknowledged 
by all who knew him to be one oflthe greatest Bible 
scholars of his day. His writings have unf ojded Bible 
truth for many thousands. His answers to Bible 
questions in gospel papers were. found sound and 
sensible, and a compilation of them would be a 
treasure for any library." •• 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 

Order br phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

When VIsiting INOXYILLI 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Slnsle S18.90.c_l!ouble $22.90 

(615) 588-1982 ao-1983 588-1984 

$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

AMI FEATURES: 
• Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

• IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

PLAN #501 

Decfuctibles . . . . .. .. . ..... . .. ... $100.00 

Family . . . .. .. ..... .... . ... . .. $154.00 

Single . . . ... . . .... . . . . ... . .... $ 59.25 

(Most States) 

PLAN #502 

$200.00 

$137.59 

$ 52.89 

•••••LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

PLAN #503 

$500.00 

$130.51 

$ 50.21 

••• .. GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

•••••OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

•••••SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/ 947-5403 

Writ• or ~II for d.taila. 

MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 
P. 0. BOX 24246 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 7, 1984 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 
817/ 496-4888 
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Notice To Teachers And All Bible Students 
ANNOUNCING A LIMITED EDITION REPRINT 

of the 
AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

TEACHER'S EDITION 

This honored version of 1901 long held to be the most accurate 
translation in the English language, has not been available in the 
Teacher's Edition for many years. Now through special arrange
ments by Star Bible, this edition with all its finest features, helps, 
etc. is being produced once again. 

Features include: 

• Center Column References 

• ASV Concordance (236 pages) 

• Bible Dictionary (118 pages) 

• 12 page section of color Bible maps plus 8 
page index of maps 

• Finest quality Bible paper 

• Silk ribbon marker, headbands 

• Genuine Top Grain Brown Leather Binding, 
or Black Genuine Morocco with leather 
lining. 

• Gold Imprinted with gold edges 

• Clear readable type, 1456 pages in all 

• Overall size: 5\4 x 8Ys x 1", Boxed 

PRICE: . Brown Genuine Leather .. . .. . . . . . $59.95 

Type Specimen 

20 J6-hO!.vllh aanswer thee 
day of trouble; 

The bname of the 'God of 
ct set thee up on high; 

2 Send thee help tfrom the san 
And lfstrengthen thee out of 

3 VR.emember all thy 3offering 
And 4 haccept thy bumt-sacr: 

Notice To Authorized Dealers 
And Bookstores 

Orders may be placed at regular 
trade discounts. Write or phone 
for free catalog and advertising fold · 
er with discount schedules. 
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Black Morocco, Leather Lined . .. .. $69.95 

Date------ -

Please send the new Teacher's Edition of the American Standard Version Bible for which 
I enclose$ plus $2.00 shipping and handling. Send copies of the Brown 
Genuine Leather at $59.95; _ _ copies of the Black Morocco with leather lining at $69.95 

: SHIP TO: Name : : : 
: : 

i ~:~ress State Zip \ 

; ~~~e~F~~~·~~~~~~~·~· ~· ~~~ I 7~~~; ~·:••c:l~, ~~ 32522 1 
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C LA S S I F I E D 
Advertising. in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre7pa1d, the c_o~t is $1.5~ per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advert1smg meetmg places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department P. 0. Box 17200 Pensacola FL 
32522 , , , 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH Of CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd .• 99608. Will contact relatives or friends 
in Alaska. Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 
314. Anchorage. AJaska 99610. Phone 272-7684 
or 663-7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. 
CA. 3630 N ... E." St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 
6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00P.M. Call 883-2660 or Bill 
Bridges. Min. 793-7064. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303-986-6800, 

2707 S. Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BEUVIEW CHURCH Of CHRIST 
4860 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32606 
Phone 466-7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00A.M., 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Max 
R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BEUVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufley Road 

Pensacola. Florida 32606 
Phone 904-463-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, 
Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St .• V.F.W. Hall. 
Sunday classes, 1 0: 16; Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-
989-2639, or 866-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write 
about newcomers to the GREATER BANGOR 
AREA. 

Bristol, Vlrsfnla, East Bristol Church of Christ just off 1-
81 between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 
10:00 A.M. and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. 
Phone 1·703-669-1896, Kenneth Chambers, 
Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, AJabama 36803 
(206) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 
P.M. William E. Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
1603& Katy Freeway (1-1 0 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 
P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 
A.M. and 6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:46 
P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church 
meets at 112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call 
Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRO.DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78746 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-FEBRUARY 7, 1984 

SUNSI:T SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written 
material and tests. Also you may join our Tape-A
Month Club and receive special lessons on many 
subjects. For Free Information write: Sunset Church 
of Christ, 2432 27th St .• Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Washington, D.C. area - 20 minutes from our nation's 
capltal, Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., 
Alexandria, Vlrsfnia 22301, phone (703) 836-3083or971-
4147, Mark N. Hicks, Evangelist. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Big Tfmber church of Christ in Big nmber, Montana is 
accepting applications for a full time minister. We prefer 
a family man who is sound In the faith and a good 
personal worker. For more Information call Garret 
Franks at 406-932-2629. Please apply by writing to Box 
204, Big nmber MT 59011. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, in Wiesbadon, Germany. seeks 
preacher. Terms: Married, both strong in personal 
work. 3 year contract. partial support may be 
required. Send resume, family picture and 
sermon/lesson cassettes to: Ron Coslett, PSC Box 
4662, APO New York 09633. 

PREACHER NEEDED for good congregation of 20 
members. Adequate support. Lovely smaD 3 Bedroom 
house, Central air/heat. Population, 1500. Near Gulf 
Coast, 90 miles sputhwest of Houston. FUmstrip, slide 
and overhead proJectors available. Call or write I. D. 
Calk, (512) 771-2690, Route 1, Box 26, Ganado, Texas 
77962. Questions to answer: (1) How many home Bible 
studies did you leach last yearJ (2) How many people 
did you baptize last yearJ 

Small congregation on west coast Is seekfns a preacher 
to locale with us. He will need partial support. Write P. 
0. Box 82, Reedsport, OR 97467, or call (503) 271-2285 
collect. 

The Elm St. Church of Christ is seekins a mature Gospel 
preacher with at least 5 years experience. Must be a 
family man, worked with an eldership, and able to 
condud a radio program. Congregation approx. 150. 
Position available after July 1, 1984. Salary negotiable. 
Send resume and tape to 1321 E. Elm St., Uma, Ohio 
45804. 

We need an experienced builder in the body of Christ. 
If you expect answers to prayer; and If you're strong, 
sound for the Lord. We have need for your God given 
preaching talents. Please contact the: Graham Church 
of Christ; 9524-224th Street East, Graham, Wash. 98338, 
(206) 847-9643. 

Youns, srowlns consresation needs a man to come 
and work with them. Mission area with support 
available. Call 319-663-2329, 319-728-8871, or 
319-663-3312, or write to Church of Christ, 836 S. 
Ave. D, Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
A retired Caterpillar man, ase 57, desires full time 
preachins- Approx. 25 years experience. Write or call 
854-6131, 820 Franklin 51., Kewanee, IlL 61443. 

EVANGEUST AVAILABLE PART OR FULL TIME. 11 years 
experience. 55 years and married. Brown Trail School of 
Preaching graduate. Warmer dimate desired. Have 
own personal support except for apartment and 
utilities. Contad H. J. Sargent, 2011 Mississippi SL, La 
Crosse, Wisconsin 54601. Phorie AC 608-784-7957. 

If you need a plain old fashioned Bible preacher, please 
call me. 34 years old, 13 years experience, married with 
two sons. 817-872-2316. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE JUNE 1: Mature and 
experienced. Contad Richard Norman, 1910 Deep 
Valley Drive, Richardson, TX 75080, 214/234-2952. 

PREACHER SEEKING TO RELOCATE: Have 41h years 
experience, B.A. in Bible from O.C.C., 32 years old 
married with two children. Prefer to remain i~ 
northern or mountain states. Resume and tape 
available. Contact Dennis Stackhouse, 1607 
Sheridan Drive. Norfolk, Nebraska 68701. (402) 
371-0067 or 371-4332. 

FOR SALE 
BUS for sale. 1966 Chevrolet 6 cylinder. 54 passenger 
Superior Body. Good condition. $500.00 to a church. 
Call James Hurt, (512) 771-3437, Ganado, Texas. 

ELDERS AND AUTHORITY: For a typed, 11-page 
discussion of elders and authority, send $2.00 to: 
"Elders", 1413 S.D. Me&nart Drive, Barltesvllle, OK 
74006. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$6.00 + 89¢ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, SebaStian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Elementary Principal wanted. Only those applicants 
who possess or are eligible for a certificate need apply. 

FREEl Small congregation In mission field needs a 
FREE bus or busses. Currently picking up 40-60 on 
Wednesday nights. Want to do mission work? 
Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, Sabetha, KS 
66634 or call 913-284-2022 or 402-866-4376. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe 
to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and wfU not knowinsly take questionable 
advertising. But it Is the reader's responslblfity to 
investigate. Uke any other paper, we somedmes 
unwittingly run an unworthy ad. "As the old saying goes, 
before you invest, lnvestlgatel 

Let's all build the Rrm Foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and set your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a consregatlon 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at24 
cents per issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 per year 
per subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, Fl32522. 

POSITION AVAILABLE for fall semester 1984, lnstrudor 
In Computer Science. Master's degree required. Must 
be qualified to teach computer science courses at 
college leveL Contad Dr. Mabrey L Miller, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, York College, York, NE 
68467. -

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older 
Brotherhood and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 
285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free 
Congregational Workshops Galus Fund for Needy 
Ministers. For Information Write To: L. D. Byrd; 
11880 Greenville Ave., Suite #1 06; Dallas, TX 
76243. 

WANTED: Christian School Administrator, excellent 
opportunity in Colorful Colorado for individual with 
Preschool thru Middle School Background. Send 
Resume and Photo to: David Henson, P. 0. Box 5324, 
Ensfewood, Colorado 80155. 

WANTED: FAMILY INTERESTED IN DOING PERSONAL 
WORK FOR THE CHURCH IN IOWA. Income plus 
fringe benefits. No ability to speak from tho pulpit 
required. however. must be competent in 
conducting HOME BIBLE STUDIES. Must have 
excellent references. Call 1·616-236-3460. 

We need a Director and second and third grade 
teachers for a Christian School at Eastwood Church of 
Christ. Send resume to: Christian Schools of El Paso, 
10104 Album, El Paso, TX 79925, Attn. Donelle Woolley. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free 
leather samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486, 
Abilene, Texas 79604. 
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Included in each tour: 
theatres or concerts 
special sight seeing 
breakfast and one main meal 
standard tips, porterage 

pe 
The 

Passion Play 
At Oberammercau 

FOUR TOURS IN TANDEM 

You May Take Any One or Take All! 

AUSTRIA 

ENGLAND 

FRANCE 

G~MANY 

IRELAND 

ITALY 

SCOTLAND 

SWITZERLAN 

WALES 

I June 18 - July 10 ROMANTIC EUROPE HIGHLIGHTING OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY IN ITS 

land services: $2176. 350th YEAR WITH A CAST OF ONE THOUSAND RHINE RIVER CRUISE 

GERMANY FRANCE SWITZERLAND ITALY AUSTRIA 

ALL IMPORTANT CITIES AND CAPITOLS COUNTRYSIDE SPECTACULARS 

II July 2- July 10 ONE GLORIOUS WEEK IN EUROPE OBERAMMERGAUPASSIONPLAY INCLUDED 

land services: $925. PLUS HEIDEL~ERG DINKELSBUHL AUGSBURG SALZBUNG INNSBRUCK 

III July 10 - July 17 SEVEN REMARKABLE DAYS in NORMANDIE and BRITTANY of FRANCE 
land services: $825. In Belgium France 

Bruges Arniens St. Lo Mont St. Michel Mere Eglise Alencon 

IV July 15- Aug. 4 BRITAIN AND EIRE ENGLANDWALESSCOTLAND Three wonderful weeks 
LONDON STONEHENGE BATH HOLYHEAD TINTERN ABBEY DUBLIN KILKENNY 

land services: $1995. CHESTER WINDERMERE GRASMERE EDINBURGH LOCH LOMOND YORK OXFORD 
BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER STRATFORD-u-AVON AND THEN HOME! 

Dr. and Mrs. J. P. Sanders 

IRELAND 

BRITAIN 

EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE 
DR. RUSSEL N. SQUIRE. Director 

TOUR DIRECTORS 

Dr. and Mrs. Russel Squire 

Stonehenge 

P.O. Boa 31 l.f. 



1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1984 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 Austin, Texas, February 14, 1984 ·No.7 

LYDIA - '' ... WHOSE HEART 
THE LORD OPENED ... '' 

Bill Jackson 

Those familiar with the book of Acts certainly 
recognize the truth of the statement that this New 
Testament book is indeed the "book of conversions." 
The book of Acts is the record of the apostles carrying 
out the commission given them by the Lord in Mark 
16:15, 16. One of the greatest of all tragedies is the fact 
that throughout the religious world men are directing 
other men in supposed paths leading to salvation, and 
yet all the while ignoring the book of Acts and the 
examples of conversion found therein. Beginning with 
the conversion of those on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, 

. and continuing through the account of the conversion of 
the Corinthians in Acts 18, we find that Acts contains 
eight conversion records. There are certain similarities 
wherein we can see the harmony of the Bible, and the 
fact that there is but the one gospel, designed for the 
saving of all who will obey, and that in obtaining salvation, 
all men have to do the same things. And yet, in each of 
these conversion accounts, there are differences in 
setting, in the attitude of mind and heart, in the physical 
circumstances and in the wording given in the record -
differences, mind you, but not contradictions. 

Satan's Use of Lydia's Case 

Our purpose now is to examine the case of the 
conversion of Lydia, the famous seller of purple in Acts 
16, and to note particularly that wording having to do 
with the Lord opening her heart. In fact, Satan seems to 
find one or two points concerning each of the conversion 
accounts, and it is so regarding Lydia's case. Those 
favoring sprinkling of infants, and calling such a 
"baptism" seek comfort in the fact that Lydia and her 
"household" were baptized (v. 15). And yet, they have to 
manufacture the following: (1) a marriage for Lydia, (2) 

children for her, (3) children too young to be accountable 
and responsible for themselves, and, (4) to have these 
with her in Philippi. And yet, one per,Son with a servant, 
or with an aged parent, constitutes a "household." Even 
the IRS recognizes this! We thus see that, in the absence 
of scriptural authority for infant baptism, men labor long 
and hard to manufacture authority. But, it still is not 
there! 

The Opening of the Heart 

The other matter in Lydia's case, giving the false 
teacher a chance to twist the Scriptures, has to do with 
the wording in verse 14, and the Lord opening Lydia's 
heart. Those who desire to teach some kind of direct 
operation of God upon the heart of the sinner use this 
verse, but all the while ignoring other Bible information 
letting us know the means used by the Lord in opening 
the heart. We believe the verse in question spells it out, 
for Paul said that Lydia "heard us ... and she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul." The 
question is, "What did Paul speak?" and "What were the 
things given to her by way of duty?" The point remains 
that the means the Lord used to open the heart are not 
spelled out in express statements, but we still can find 
out just how it was done. (Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

TRUST, LOVE AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

II But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice; let them ever 
shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that Jove 
thy name be joyful in thee. For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; 
with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield"(Psa. 5: 11-12). 

In the 5th Psalm, the writer: (I) pleads for God to answer his prayer(v. 
1-3); describes God's hatred for sin (v. 4-6); asks God to guide him in 
righteousness (v. 7-10); and rejoices in God's blessings (v. 11-12). Our 
attention at this time is focused on the TRUST, the LOVE and the 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of terses eleven and twelve. These three steps lead 
men to God and are the FOUNDATION and STRUCTURE of the 
Christian life. 

THE FOUNDATION OF ALL IS TRUST 

The word used here, literally means "to flee to a refuge." Some may be 
interested in how the words utrust" and "refuge" are used in various text 
in the Old Testament. (See Psa. 40:4; 46:1-3; 56:4; 57:1; 84:9-12; 91:2; 
Prov. 3:5-7; 29:25; I sa. 26:4). There is far more contemplated in the word 
"trust" than a mere act of the mind! The symbol is that of a man 
FLEEING INTO A HIDING PLACE-THAT HE TRUSTS! Perhaps 
you can best understand this when you recall the actions of a scared child. 

" ... faith and love lead to righteousness because the 
motive is brought into play which TURNS DUTY 

INTO DELIGHT!" 

Doesn't the child immediately run to the arms of his parents? - parents 
that he totally trusts. Just so, man in the peril of sin, must take his flight 
straight to the arms of God. 

Surely such a picture is worth hours of theological lectures on the 
nature of faith. Faith is far different from a cold-blooded act of believing 
in the truth of certain propqsitions! Faith is not just believing that the 
Bible is true, but FAITH IS STRICT OBEDIENCE TO ALL THAT 
THE BIBLE REQUIRESf Abraham ~~believed God" and it was 
~~counted unto him for righteousness. ''Abraham believed and because he 
believed, he obeyed. (Cf. Rom. 4:3; 5: I; I: 16; Acts I 6:30-31; Jas. 2: 14-24) 

Do you grasp the beauty and joy of it all? InTRUST you flee to the 
REFUGE OF JEHOVAH and there you are COVERED AND 
PROTECTED. 

BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF TRUST IS LOVE 

It is the knowledge of God- his character- that brings men to love 
Him. There is no way of getting that knowledge outside ofF AITH in His 
word (I Jn. 4:7-9; 3: 16; 4: 16). We love because God first loved us and we 
KNOW that because we are TAUGHT that in the Bible. 
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Brethren, love follows trust! If we desire hearts filled 
with love, we need not waste our time trying to pump up 
artificial emotions TO PERSUADE OURSELVES 
THAT WE LOVE HIM BETTER THAN WE REALLY 
DO. Instead, we must FIX OUR THOUGHTS AND 
FASTEN OUR REFUGE-SEEKING HEARTS ON 
GOD BY KEEPING HIS WORD (Col. 3: 1-2). 

RIGHTEOUSNESS FOLLOWS TRUST AND 
LOYE 

Faith leads to righteousness because in the very act of 
trusting God we come out of ourselves . We cease self
centerdness and self-dependence and humble ourselves 
before God (Micah 6:8; Phil. 2:5-8). Faith and love lead 
to righteousness because Christ comes into our life (Jn. 
14:23; Eph. 3:17-1 9; Gal. 2:20). Further, faith and love 
lead to righteousness because the MOTIVE is brought 
into play which TURNS DUTY INTO DELIGHT! We 
often quote Matthew II :28-30 to encourage men to 
follow Jesus. Have we ever stopped to ask ourselves, 
"Does Jesus really lighten the load we must bear? or, does 

Lydia - " ... Whose Heart The Lord Opened ... " 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Jesus had pointed out that J ews of his own generation 
had control of their own hearts, and would not allow the 
word to have any good effect upon them (Matt. 13:15). In 
showing how conversion and fruit bearing come in the 
parable of the sower, J esus points out that the fruit God 
expects comes from that good and honest heart (Luke 
8:15). The gospel be ing the power of God unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16), and man being, by freedom of will, the 
master of his own fate in that he must give the proper 
hearing, means that the message itself is the Lord's 
means of opening the heart! In fact, it is at the end of that 
parable of the sower that Jesus gave the warning, "Take 
heed therefore how ye hear" (Luke 8:18). In the case of 
Lydia, there was not a forcing of God's will upon her 
heart, against her will and with the desire on her part to 
continue in sin and in rejection of the truth, but rather 
there was (1) the hearing, (2) the hearing attentively, (3) 
the hearing receptively, and (4) the hearing with desire to 
respond obediently. That type hearing, given by Lydia, 
combined with the message of salvation, opened her 
heart unto the gospel and resulted in her being baptized 
into Christ for the remission of sins. 

The Beautiful Harmony 

Thus we see how God and man work together in the 
matter of salvation. God provides the message , and man 
provides the hearing that makes the response , either 
obediently or disobediently. In Lydia 's case, she heard 
with the proper disposition of heart, and in he r obeying of 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 14, 1984 

love and trust place velvet on the yoke and oil on the 
wheels of burden?" Beloved , we obey with delight 
because we first trust and then love (J n. 14: 15; I J n. 5:3). 

In 2 Peter 1:5-10 the order is the same as it is in the 
Psalm - faith, love a nd righteousness. In I John the 
order is repeated - faith ( 1:1-3), love (4:7-9) and 

"Perhaps one of our problems is that 
we are often tempted to make too much 
of emotion and too little of persistent, 

dogged obedience." 

righteousness (5: 13). All need to ask the so ul searching 
question, " Does my trust and love culminate in 
righteousness?" If it does not, then something is 
WRONG! Perhaps one of our problems is that we are 
often tempted to make too much of emotion and too little 
of persistent, dogged obed ience (Heb. 5:8-9). 

- W. S. Cline, Editor 

• 
the gospel of Christ, it is s imply stated that "the Lord 
opened her heart." The means used by God was the 
message, and the opening was permitted by Lydia in the 
use of her own freedom of will. It is so in each and every 
case wherein one is converted to the C hrist! 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbcrl D. Gough, &litor 

THE SCRIPTURES
THE BASIS OF LIFE 

(II Timothy 3: 14-I 7) 

Dan Jenkins 

The closing thoughts of Paul written nea r the end of his 
life highlight the esteem he had for the scriptures. His 
words to Timothy were designed to instill this same 
regard in his son in the faith . How fitting tha t these words 
form the foundation on which all of life is built. 

From Infancy Onward 

Paul states, " ... From a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures ... "The scriptures should begin at a very young 
age to direct our paths. The word "child" in the origina l 
language indicates one very young. It is the same word 
tha t is used in reference to the infant J esus ( Luke 2: 12). 
This is why the America n Standard Version tra nslates 
this passage using the word babe. Parents a nd Bible class 
teachers would do well to reflect on the age a t which 
Timothy's spiritual tra ining bega n. 

Timothy learned the scriptures in a situa tion far from 
idea l. His father was likely not a believe r(Acts 16:1 ). It 
was a t the feet of his grandmother, Lois, and his mother, 
Eunice, that he learned to walk by faith ( II Timothy I :5). 
The apostle fondly remembered their faith. 

Paul exhorts that Timothy continue in the scriptures. 
We begin our service to our Maker in faith (Ma rk 16: 15 .. 
16) and when justified by His grace we walk by faith (II 
Cor. 5:7). Truly the just ma n is to live by fa ith ( Rom. 
1: 17). 

The Surest Foundation 

The fact that the scriptures are from God emphasizes 
the importance of fol lowing them. "But continue thou in 
the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them ... "Timothy 
had not only been instructed by Paul, but as his traveli ng 
companion he had seen the confirmation (assurance) of 
these words with the many miracles of Pa ul he had 
witnessed. God has not only given us a remarka ble 
message, He has confirmed it in a most marvelous way 
(Mk. 16:20; Heb. 2:3, 4). 
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The Basis of Salvation 

One must also follow the scriptures because of what 
they can do for him. Paul affirms that they are " .. . able to 
make thee wise unto salvation throughfaith which is in 
Christ Jesus. " In a n age in which many decry the 
importance of the Bible, we should reflect on the grea t 
emphasis the Bible places on the Bible a nd our knowledge 
of it. 

C hristianity is by its very nature a taught religion. 
Sa lvation cannot be ours without calling on our Lord , 
but one cannot ca ll without being ta ught (Rom. 10:13-
17). The scriptures a re the source of the wisdom that leads 
to salvation. 

Implications of Inspiration 

We must follow the scriptures because they are 
" ... given by the inspiration of God. "This phrase li terally 
mea ns "God brea thed." As the words of a speaker issue 
forth from his brea th, so the scriptures are breathed forth 
of our God. Tru ly they result from God's ho ly men being 
ca rr ied along by His Holy Spirit (II P et. 1:2 1). 

We must follow these inspired scriptures when we 
d esire doctrine. Man is not at liberty to follow his own 
ideas. Just as the prophet of old could not speak of 
himself, so the preac her of our day must speak only what 
God has given (I Pet. 4: II ). Only the scriptures can be the 
basis of acceptable teaching. 

We must follow the inspired sc riptures when reproved. 
It is difficult to properly give reproof and to properly 
receive it. When we bow to the authority of the Almighty 
both of these problem areas are so lved . There is no place 
for sta tements tha t begin with, " I think yo u are do ing 
wrong ... " But every honest hea rt hea rs the reproof which 
begins with , "The Bible says ... " We should be tha nkful 
that the scriptures reprove us. 

T he Bible must be fo llowed in correction. What elder 
or preacher is not asked , "How should I solve this?" The 
wise servant of God will first go to the scriptures to find 
the a nswer. If they completely supply us unto every good 
work, there is no circumsta nce that can arise without the 
Bible having the answe r. Failure by men to follow 
Biblical principles is th e source of a ll of men 's problems. 
The so lution to them is found by obeying it s precepts. 

The inspired scriptures a re to be followed in th eir 
righteous instructions. The word "instruction" is the 
same word used to refer to the chas tening of the Lord 
(Heb. 12:6). When men think of His chasten ing they often 
ove rl ook this source of discipline. If we desire His 
righteousness we must receive His ins tructi ons . 

Completely Furnished 

Pa u l's final words in this section sum up the ideal of the 
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scriptures as the basis of life. They furnish the man of 
God completely unto every good work. The expression 
"man of God" in the Old Testament referred to the 
prophets. They were furnished their message by the Holy 
Spirit. God's men today are furnished completely by the 
sword of the Spirit, the word of God. 

There is no work for us to do that God has not made 
provision for us to accomplish. The Bible truly is the basis 
of all life. • -------------------------

''BLESSED ARE THE 
MERCIFUL'' 

Garland M. Robinson 

The fifth beatitude reads: "Blessed are the merciful:for 
they shall obtain mercy"(Matthew 5:7). This attitude is 
commonly spoken of and displayed throughout the Old 
and New Testaments. In the proverbs of the wise man we 
read, "He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth: but he that 
hath mercy on the poor, happy is he" (Proverb 14:21). 

Mercy is defined as: "Compassion or forbearance 
shown to an offender or subject. A blessing that is an act 
of divine favor or compassion.,, The merciful are those 
who pity, sympathize with, and help to relieve all misery 
and suffering whether the individual is a Christian or not. 
Mercy is akin to forgiveness and love. Mercy relieves the 
spiritual as well as the physical need. Mercy is active
it's not just standing by and thinking of doing good to 
others. 

Christ was the greatest example of mercy and 
compassion. He left heaven because of his mercy and 
compassion (Philippians 2:5-8). On numerous occasions 
throughout the gospel record we read, "he was moved 
with compassion" (Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34). 
Many were those upon whom he had mercy; such as the 
Canaanitish woman in healing her daughter who was 
vexed with a devil (Matthew 15:22), and the man with a 
lunitic son out of whom he cast a demon (Matthew 
17: 15). If we are to follow his example, we must do as he 
has done. 

To show mercy is to be like God. It lets God know that 
he can show mercy to us because we are merciful. When 
we show mercy, we can be the objects of mercy. If we are 
unforgiving, then we are not fit to be forgiven. Jesus said, 
"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses"(Matthew 6:14, 15). "Be ye therefore merciful, 
as your Father also is merciful" (Luke 6:36). 
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To show mercy to others is the same as showing it to 
God. At the judgment scene, some will hear the Lord say, 
II I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me. "The righteous will 
say, when did we do all these things? "And the King shalt 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me" (Matthew 25:35-
40). To the vast majority of those standing before him he 
will say, I was hungry, thirsty, naked, a stranger and in 
prison and ye visited me not, for "inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me, 
(Matthew 25:41-45). 

There were many examples of mercy shown in the days 
of the New Testament. Seven men were appointed to 
"serve tables" in Acts chapter sfx· to care for the needs 
of many widows. Paul was zealous to remember the poor 
(Galatians 2:10). James exhorts his brethren to "visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction" in chapter one 
and verse twenty seven. The prodigal son was shown 
mercy when he returned home from "riotous living" 
(Luke 15:11-32). 

Jonah wanted God to show no mercy to the ruthless 
city of Nineveh. He refused to go to "that great city and 
cry against it" because of their wickedness. Only after 
sinking to the depths of the sea did he repent of his sin and 
do what God had commanded him. 

Would God have us to belikethefatheroftheprodigal 
or like Jonah? Aren't we thankful that God has been 
merciful to us? Ought we now to go forth and do likewise? 
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Biblical Sermons 

JUSTIFICATION 
James W. Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
Justification is a word that received much attention 
during the period of the reformation. Luther, Calvin and 
others came to teach justification by "faith alone" in 
opposition to the meritous works of the Roman church. 
In these cases both were in error. Our purpose will be to 
see its impact and usage in New Testament teaching. 

I. THE MEANING OF JUSTIFICATION. 
l.lt is used three times (Rom. 4 :25, 5: 16-1 8). 
2. This says a man is in an approved relationship . 
3. He is acquitted - decla red not guilty. 
4. He is treated as if he had never been guilty. 
5. It is placed often in contrast with condemnation. 

(I) Romans 8:33-34. "Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he tha t condemneth? 

(2) Deut. 25: l. "If there be a controversy between 
men, and they come unto judgment, that the 
judge may judge them; then they shall j ustify 
the righteous, and condemn the wicked." 

(3) J ob 9:20. " If I justify myself, mine own mouth 
shall condemn me." 

( 4) Prov. 17: 15. "He that justifieth the wicked and 
he that condemneth the just , even they both 
are abomina tion to the Lord." 

(5) Matthew 12:37. " By thy words thou shalt be 
justified and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned." 

(6) Romans 8: l , 30. 

II. JUSTIFICATION IS A MUST. 
I. Isa. 59:2 will show why. 
2. Ezek. 18:4 will show why. 
3. Rom. 1:18-3:23 will surely show why. It is because 
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of man's guilt. The man who sins: 
(I) I :32 - is worthy of dea th 
(2) 2: I - is without excuse 
(3) 2:2 - judgment of God is against him 
(4) 2:5 - faces wrath 
(5) 2:8-9 - faces indiga tion, wrath , tribulatio n, 

angu ish 
(6) 2: 12 - shall perish 
(7) 3:9 - is under sin 
(8) 3: I 0 - is not righteous 
(9) 3: II - does not seek God properly 

( l 0) 3: 12 - has gone out of the way - unprofitable 

(II) 3:13-14 - his words are wicked 
(12) 3: 15-16- his ways are wicked 
( 13) 3:19- GUILTY. That is the verdict in the first 

degree. 
This must be seen or one will never be concerned 
about it. This must be admitted. T he Pharisee 
trusted in self tha t he was righteous or justified . He 
tried to argue that he was. He would not ad mit he 
was guilty. His mouth was not stopped. The 
Publican admitted his guilt. He didn't try to excuse 
his fau lts. 

III. THE MEDIUM OF JUSTIFICATION. 
1. No question abo ut the need. How is God who 

justifies going to do it? 
2. Rom. 3:26, 4:5, 8:33. It is God thatjustifies. He wi ll 

determine how. 
3. How can He be j ust, holy and righteous and yet 

extend mercy to imperfect men? 
4. How can God ever regard a man as righteous who 

has violated his law? 
5. What makes it possible for God to do this? 
6. T his is where the cross comes in (Rom. 3:24-26). 
7. He could not ignore sin. Then He would be saying 

He demanded too much or was unreasonable. 
8. Compassion is a lso present, but the law must be 

upheld. 
9. Dan. 6:1-23 illustrates this to a degree. 

10. The word must be upheld. Enemies stood by to see 
that this was done. 

II. Suppose He had a son who did not go contrary to 
his word and He placed him in lion 's den rather 
than Daniel, and he was killed by the:: lions. His 
going wou ld not be because he deserved to go but 
because it was the will of both. 

12. Would this weaken His law? Would He be able to 
extend mercy? Would it cheapen such? The death 
of His son exalts His law. 

13. Thus, His Son's death paves the way(Rom. 5:6-9), 
but God commendeth His love toward us. 

14. His grace is thus made more manifest (Rom. 3:24, 
Tit. 3:7). 

I 5. Such rich provisions He made! 
16. It is His plan and His provisions and there can be 

no boasting whatever He requires. 

IV. THE METHOD OF JUSTIFICATION. 
I. This has to do with the " how". 
2. From a negative standpoint it is not: 

(I) By one's own reasoning (Jer. 3: II , Luke I 0:29, 
16: 15). 

(2) Works of the law (Rom. 3:20). "By the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight" (Rom. 3:28, Ga l. 2: 16, 3: II ). "K no w 
that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law" (Rom. 3:28). Therefore, we conclude 
that a man is justified without the deeds of the 
law. 
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3. From a positive standpoint: 
(I) Gal. 3:22-29. It is by the gospel. The system of 

faith (Acts 6:7). 
(2) Must believe what is declared in the gospel 

(Rom. 5:1, Heb. 10:9-10, Acts 13:39). "And by 
him all that believe are justified from all things 
from which you could not be justified by the 
law of Moses" (Heb. I 0:4). 

(3) By works (James 2:20-24). What kind? Not of 
the law or those that are meritous (Eph. 
2:8-9). But by those that express our faith. 
They don't cancel out faith but rather display 
our faith. ·· 

V. MANIFESTATIONS OF SUCH. 
I. I Cor. 6: II. "And such were some of you but ye 

are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

FREEDOM FROM 
GUILT 

I am one of the increasing number, in the church, that 
has been put away by his or her mate. 

After being married for ten years, my wife divorced me 
in 1963, when I became mentally ill. Her grounds were 
mental cruelty with no thought of unfaithfulness. I have 
remained single the past 20 ye~rs. 

Inspite of being a gospel preacher since 1949, I have 
found it extremely hard to forgive myself and completely 
believe that God has forgiven me of this failure. I still find 
it difficult to forgive my ex-wife, who has re-married and 
divorced again. 

I do not have all the answers to these extremely 
difficult problems but I would like to share some 
thoughts from the scriptures that have helped me. 

I. God's promises of forgiveness in the Old Testament. 
I. The Lord covers the sins and imputes no iniquity to 

one when sins are forgiven (Psa. 32: 1-2). 
2. If we do not hide our sins and confess our 

transgressions to the Lord he will forgive the guilt of our 
sins (Psa. 32: 5). 

3. God pardoned all the sins of his people (Psa. 85:2). 
4. God removes our transgressions from us as far as the 

east is from the west (Psa. 103: 12). 
5. Though our sins be like scarlet they shall be as white 

as snow (lsa. I: 18). 
6. God blots our transgressions and will not remember 

our sins (Isa. 43:25). . 
7. When we sin and return to the Lord, he will have 

mercy on us and abundantly pardon us (Isa. 55:7). 
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justified." 
2. These are said to be justified. How did this come 

to pass? . 
3. Acts 18:8. Hearing, believed, and were baptized. 

We know they were saved. We would not tell them 
they ought to be justified. 

4. Acts 2. What would you say to these? Would you 
say "be justified"? 

5. Rom. 5:1, Acts 9, Acts 22:16. What of Saul just 
after his baptism? Would you tell him to be 
justified? 

CONCLUSION 
Surely proper motivation comes because of such. Serving 
God is not a burden but a privilege. Doesn't Paul become 
a case in point? What of the Publicans? • 

II. God's promises of forgiveness in the New 
Testament. 

1. If we confess our sins he will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (I John I :9). 

2. The Lord is merciful toward our iniquities and will 
remember our sins no more (Heb. 8: 12). 

I believe these precious promises of God but still find 
myself asking over and over for forgiveness of my 
marriage failure. I still struggle wi~h the proble~ of 
forgiving myself by thinking, "What If I had done this or 
that?" This has been hard for me to overcome. 

The most difficult problem I face is occasionally 
blaming my ex-wife when I should be, and would be 
better off, forgiving her. In these hours these thoughts 
mean much to me. 

I. When I pray, if I have ought against her, I am to 
forgive her so that the Father in heaven may forgive me of 
my trespasses (Mark 11 :25). . . 

2. I am to be kind, tenderhearted, forgiVIng toward her 
as God in Christ forgave me (Eph. 4:32). 

3. If I have a complaint against her, I must forgive her 
as the Lord has forgiven me (Col. 3:13). 

This is the hardest thing I have ever tried to do. I am 
better than I used to be, but am not yet what I should b~. I 
pray each day that I will not hold grudges that do noth1ng 
but harm. 

I am persuaded to be free of guilt we must: 
I. Totally and completely forgive our ex-mates. 
2. Totally and completely forgive ourselv~s. 
3. Totally and completely confess our guilt .. 
4. Totally and completely accept God's forgiveness. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Freedom From Guilt 
(Continued from Page 7 

May God help all of us struggling with the after effects 
of divorce to rely on him for his strength and forgiveness 
while we are striving to forgive ourselves and our ex-

ltl Ligl1t of tl1e S~(·riptures 

THE NEW IDOLATRY 
Burton Coffman 

Hosea's message for Israel was one of vigorous 
condemnation. He referred to her worship of Baal as 
"whoredom", also announcing at the same time God's 
divorce and total rejection of the apostate nation. 

The sins of ancient Israel included using their wealth 
on Baal, attributing to Baal the blessings actually 
received from God, and forgetting God. 

The golden calves of Dan and Bethel are no longer 
worshipped. The great Pantheon of the pre-Christian 
Gentile world has been wiped off the face of the earth; but 
the old "whoredom" is still going on! People have 
forgotten God. 

They no longer attribute their prosperity to a pagan 
deity; but many have a way of denying any credit at all to 
God. All of our blessings are looked upon as due to "our 
way of life," to "the free-enterprise system," to "our 
democratic form of government," to "science," or to 
"technology," or even to the "Democratic Party!" As for 
the Almighty God? Well, he is left out of it. The churches 
dedicated to his worship are frequently forsaken, or at 
least partially so; and new temples of an increasingly 
godless society are the athletic stadiums where countless 
millions shamelessly worship humanity under the image 
of their favorite "team." As in the days of the ancient 
Rome, when the greatest pay went to the gladiators, when 
the Coliseum was always full, and the Christians were 
worshipping in the catacombs, the church of our day 
confronts a social order wherein there is less and less 
knowledge of God, and in which men are using their 
wealth, power, and other blessings, not for the glory of 
God who gave such blessings, but in the pursuit of 
countless unworthy or selfish goals. Is there a widespread 
forgetfulness of God today? There is a legitimate fear that 
there might be. 

If there is such a forgetfulness, or a temptation in that 
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mates. 

Note: Because of the personal nature of this article, the 
name of the author is being withheld. Because of the 
value of the material it is being carried, trusting that 
people in the condition expressed can find help and 
strength. 

-Editor 

• 
direction, one may find an appropriate warning in Hosea 
2nd chapter, where is outlined the punishment of an 
ancient people who fell into the tragic error of forgetting 
God. 

Under the figure of a condemned harlot, the 
punishment of Israel was thus prophesied: 

"I will strip her naked ... " 

"I will make her a wilderness ... " 

"I will make her a desert ... " 

"I will hedge her with thorns ... " 

"I will uncover her lewdness in view of her lovers ... " 

"I will cause her mirth to cease ... " 

"I will lay waste her fields ... " 

AND WHY was this to be done? 

"She did not know that I gave her the blessings ... " 

"She denied that God had given her her prosperity ... " 

"She used her wealth selfishly ... " 

"SHE FORGOT GOD!" 

LISTEN AMERICA! WAKE UP! Turn to God while 
there is yet time and opportunity so to do. Four times the 
warning is thundered from the book of Deuteronomy, 
"BEWARE LEST THQU FORGET JEHOVAH THY 
GOD. "The most important busin~ss any man could have 
is that of worshipping God! • 

ARM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1.000 dec\1' plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy hanc!llng. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clec\1' plastic and have 
a glassllke appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 
~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for ail cood~·Jnlon ware. 

Still the same low price cf S 13.95 per thousand 
OIDU A YIAI'S SUPPlY TODAY 

firm foundAtion ""b'btNnS Hovw rO !k)• 610 Au\fln. T••.o• 78767 • 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Gai lyn Va n Rh cc na n. Biblicall y 
Anchored Missions. Firm Foundation 
Publishing Company. 1983. 

A th orough knowledge of the Bible is 
all that one needs in order to plan effecti ve 
missions strategy," according to one 
professor of Bible. This is true if one truly 
comprehend s the Bible , but the problem 
arises when the student does not have a 
proper understand ing of th e nature of 
culture and of himself as a participa nt in 
cu lture. Very often Bible schola rs with a 
mo noc ultur al o r ien t at i on a nd 
perspective read in to the Bible their own 
cultural presuppositions and biases. 

A s tud y of soc iology, cu ltura l 
anthropology and rela ted courses is an 
aid to Bible und ersta nding, as such an 
awareness opens the student 's mind and 
enables him to see the Bible for what it is: 
a mult icultural revelation from God to 
mankind . On the other hand if such 
secular studies arc centra l in structuring a 
missions methodology or phi losophy, as 
they are with some missiologists of toda y, 
they become the anchor and the Bible is 
subordinated . This policy results in a 
pragmatic, so cia I science type of missions 
strategy that is divorced from God. 

Gailyn Van Rhcenan states that 
theology and missiology ca n not be 
separa ted. They must be consistent, A 
philosophy or methodology for missions 
must begin and end with the Bible. Based 
on this premise, Van Rheenan presents a 
methodology· that is Bibica lly anchored 
and yet illuminated with the insights that 
practical experiences and miss iological 
studies ca n provide. 

The chapter headings revea l well the 
a reas and topics covered in this work . 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 14, 1964 

I. - Theological Anchors of Missions. 
II. - Biblical Guidelines for Missions. 
Ill. - A Biblica l Perspective on 

Culture. 
IV . - A Biblical Perspective on 

Church Growth. 
V. - A Biblica l Perspective on 

Receptivity. 
VI. - A Biblical Perspective on 

Identification. 
VI I. - ldentifica tionalism versus 

Extractionalism: Two Philosophies 
in Confl ict. 

This is a book that wi ll serve the 
interests of church leaders, missions 
committee members, sc holars and 
all Christia ns who have a commitment 
to ass is t in promoting world
wid e eva ngeli sm. It gives a clea r 
perception of the modern missionary 
enterprise, provides a sound philosophy 
or methodology fo r a missions program, 
a nd prese nts the current scholarly 
a pproach to the subject. I recommend it 
highly. 

- George Gurganus 

at 
EAST TENNESSEE 

(Biblically Anchored Missions is 
available on request from Dr. George 
Hobby, I Medica l Drive, Paragould, AR 
72450, for $5.00.) • 

You Can Study 

MISSIONS 
and 

CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCES 

with 
Bill Nicks 

40 years preaching experience. including 
11 years as missionary in Africa 

SCHOOL of PREACHING and MISSIONS 
• ESTABLISHED IN 1971 
• 2-YEAR PR OGRAM FOR MINISTERS AND M ISSIONARI ES 
• UNDER OVERSIGHT OF ELDER S OF KARNS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
• NO TU ITION CHARGES 
• A PPROVED FOR VETERANS' TRAIN ING 
• NEW CLASSES ENROLL IN FEBRUARY, MAY, AUGUST, AND NOVEMBER 

For Free Catalogue, w rite: East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 
Knoxville , Tennessee 37921 
(615) 691-7444 o r 691-7201 
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UNBOUNDED JOY FROM A 
PRISON HOUSE, by Leslie G. 
Thomas. A devotional workbook on 
Phillipians, 168 pages, two color 
cover. Actually a COMMENTARY 
on this important book. $3.95 plus 
shipping. 

THE RESTORATION PLEA, by 
C. C. Crawford. Twenty-five full 
sermon outlines, 324 pages, hard case 
binding. Here are sermons like the 
pioneers preached when the Lord's 
church was the fastest growing 
religious organization in the United 
States. Back in print for the third time. 
Price, $9.95 plus shipping. 

PALEY'S EVIDENCES OF CHRISTI
ANITY, edited by Richard Whatley. 
Perhaps the greatest textbook on 
Christian evidences ever written. 
When this book appeared the 
preachers of England appreciated it. 
The king carried it in his carriage. This 
interest continued after Paley's death 
until it became impossible to secure a 
copy of the book. This great work is 
now once more available for all 
students of religion. Hard case 
binding, jacketed, 407 pages. Price, 
$12.95 plus shipping. 

PREACHING THROUGH REVELA
TION, John Stacy, Cloth, $7.00, 
Paper, $5.00. This book consists of full 
outlines of Revelation which may be 
used in preaching or Bible Study. 

FAMILY LIVING IN CHRIST, John 
Waddey, Paper, $5.00. This is John 
Waddey's latest book of sermons. 
There are sections that deal with 
Christian Man, Christian Woman, 
Christian Marriage, Christian 
Parenthood, Training Children, and 
Family Living. 

LESSONS OF MISSIONS FROM 20 
YEARS IN SAO PAULO, Teston 
Gilpatrick, Cloth, $6.00. A volume 
that concerns itself with mission 
methods as used by the brethren in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. 
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WINDOWS OF THE SOUL, Book of 
Poems, Betty Burton Choate, Cloth, 
$6.00, Paper, $4.00. 

STILL MOMENTS, Book of Poems, 
Betty Burton Choate, Cloth, $6.00, 
Paper, $4.00. 

These are beautiful books that will 
make excellent gifts for all occasions. 

Order from the FIRM FOUNDA
TION PUBLISHING HOUSE, P. 0. 
Box 17200, Pensacola, Florida 32522. 
Postage and handling will be added to all 
orders. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

April 25, 1984- Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Religion, 
1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICA liONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for lnformat•on and Catalos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHINC 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (rort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·212·3911 

Bound Volumn I of A BURNING FIRE 

by JAMES W. BOYD 

Paper covering, plastic spiral binding. 
$9.00 postage paid. Order from: C. S. 
Gatlin, Jr., P. 0. Box 1397-B, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 83864-0864. Check MUST 
accompany order. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUG-UST 27, 1984 and FEBRUARY 1, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 
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MUST ONE BE A MEMBER 
OF THE CHURCH 

TO BE SAVED? 
George W. DeHoff 

"Must one be a member of the church to be saved?" 
That depends on what one means by "the church". If one 
means a denomination, a "particular" denomination, a 
Catholic denomination, a Protestant denomination- or 
any other kind, the answer is "No." One would be a bigot 
and an ignoramus to think people had to be in his 
denomination to be saved. But if one means the New 
Testament church, the Lord 's church, (Matt. 16:18), the 
churches of Christ (Rom. 16: 16), then of course one must 
be in it to be saved. "The Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47). When any 
individual is saved, the Lord adds him to the church. The 
church does not save anybody- the church is what the 
Lord has saved! Christ is the Savior of the body, the 
church (Ephesians 5:23). 

What denomination was the Ethipian nobleman a 
member of in Acts 8 when he believed in Christ and was 
baptized? (Acts 8:37-39). The answer is "None at all. He 
was simply a Christian." What denomination were the 

people on Pentecost of Acts 2 members of? The answer is 
"None at all. They believed in Christ with all of their 
hearts and were then told 'Repent and be baptized 
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit' (Acts 2:38)." If we will believe in the same Christ 
and obey the same commandments, the Lord wi.JI add us 
to the same church. We do not have to be in a 
"denomination" to go to heaven but we do have to be in 
the Lord's church. 

The above is what all gospel preachers preach. Not one 
of them ever preached that anyone had "to join his 
denomination" to be saved. Not one of them ever 
preached that people had "to join a church ol Christ 
denomination to go to heaven." People who themselves 
preach doctrines not in the Bible, wear names not in the 
Bible and are members of human denominations like to 
claim that Christians are a bunch of bigots teaching that 
all men have to join their denomination. Every gospel 
preacher should speak up and help correct this old 
falsehood and every Christian should be informed about 
what the Bible really teaches. I made the good confession 
and was baptized when I was thirteen. I never "joined" 
aything. I have tried to be a Christian (and no doubt 
fallen far short) but I know of no reason for being 
anything else. "Do not they blaspheme that worthy name 
by which ye are called?" (James 2:7). • 

0 -------------------------

NEW CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

ASSIST, INC. 
is now accepting applications 

for positions of 
MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES 

First year income potential of $1,500 to $2,000 per month for motivated 
and people oriented individuals. Sales experience preferred, but not 
required. 

Job Description 
• Contact Ministers 
• Schecjule audio-visual showing of 

.. Ministers Tax and Financial Planning 
System" 

• Gather data from enrolling clients 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 14, 1984 

Send resume to: 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock,Texas79401 
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MISSION NEWS 

MANSFIELD TO 
OVERSEE 

INDONESIAN 
MISSION WORK 

Pat McGee 

Brother Pat McGee who has been 
the local preacher for the Mansfield, 
Texas congregation since June of 
1982 will now begin full time work on 
behalf of the Lord's work in 
Indonesia. The Mansfield church will 
sponsor brother McGee's work but is 
at present unable to provide full 
support. Therefore, they are seeking 
help from interested congregations 
and individuals for contributions to 
this work. Brother McGee was the 
first mi ss ionary from churches of 
Christ to enter Indonesia a lmost two 
decases ago. I ndone ~ia is the fifth 
largest nation in the world, the largest 
Mosleum nation in the world a nd one 
of the mos t receptive areas on the face 
of the ea rth for preaching the gospel. 
Those tnterestcd in hearing about this 
work should contact brother McGee 
a t the Mansfi eld church of Christ, 20 I 
E. Broad St. . Mansfi eld. Texas 
7606J. Phone 817-477-2728. 477-
J698. 

Order by 

Know Anyone Moving To Amarillo? 
CALL US COLLECT 806-355-8261 

~ 
~ a t --.. 3501 S. Georgie • Amarillo. TX 79109 

Phone 806·355-8261 
LARRY BROWN. Broker 

Res. Pho. 806-363-2020 
RE WRIGHT. Realtor 
Res. Pho. 806-359·4328 

Larry Brown is e deacon in the Southwest Church of Christ. Re Wright preached 
for 20 years end nowise member of the Central Church of Christ. 

For your convenience we will be happy to meet you at the airport. end/ or meke 
your reservations for overnight eccommodetions. end provide any assisten ce 
for finding your new home. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact u.s f~ fr~ estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texa.s 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2. 760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\, lt 1 

~ - -
". ' ''I 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Kn1yh t A rnold Road Memph1s. Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5 139 

Nursing Faculty 
:\ I :'\ .ll l ll'tiJil'd b.Hl ,l(,lllrl',lk '>< hnt>l nl :"UI ~i ng h.l~ l''( l'lll'nl ll'<ll hmg nr
pr •IIU11111l'' l< •r t.u ult\· 111 .1 ,uburh.1n ~l· t tmg lt>t,ll<·d -15 mil l·~ 1·. ut 
IIWII •'I"d lt.lll l1til<· Rn<k . ll.ud1 ng llnl \' l'l~i t y i~ priv.11L' .md dll! rth .11 -
llh.ilt-d <Ju., Ji i l<'d .!pp li< .mt' nlll't h.!\'l' ,, ;\ t .~~t<· r~ d<·grt•t• 1n nur~ing. 
: \< .Hh-mll 1 .Ill(... .1nd ,,,l.~ry d\'ll'l nHm·d by l'dll(.<l t u >n,ll .md prnl<'""lun.d 
1•.1< k).:l<'und 1 \>,lt ll•n~ ,l\·.111.1blt• 1·.111 lllt!-1 St·ml n·~um<· tw I )r <. .~ thlt·t·n 
'>hult; I )<'.I ll . ~l hnnl nt :"ur,mg. ll.1nling l ' nivl'r~lt\' C:.,t•,Jrty . ,\ r(... .m.,," 
721 -1."\ l·qu.1l " l't'•'rt unlt y t•mpluvl'r 

Harding Un iversity Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

Phone Toll-free 1-800-874-1804 
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FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SELECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL FNEE 

1-800-442-8935 
(OUTSIDE TEXAS 1-800-527 -84 

OR WRITE 

SUPERIOR FIB ERGLASS, INC. 
BOX 1 30~ JACKSONVILLE. I X h 766 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AUEN tr.4tn •u ry work s "'' '"' la •tnlul c ongrtgtt •ont of tnt 
ChurcMt of Ctw a t who u mtm bert o n tfllltt iry •n tltlla t tont 
•Ott4'wtde ara •••t •ng to ne tp your low~ onet - tt tnty , • .,. 
ne tpe>d • •th the • o•utuat and ph y t tCtl nHdt ot tho usand s ot 
OIP\4111 Cluung lht P t lt hvt yean Hut t trvtCt 11 1,...1 

Send "'tmt. compta tt adoreu, pnone and m•ht a ry •nttallallon. 
anc sputhJal con(ht•on , tl llnown t lo ng wtln your n ame and ad· 
dttUIO 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERR'I" ROAO 
CHURCH OF C HRIS T 

8os 2'000 

.... America. MIUt&ry Ev&Dielizlnl Natlou r:aa 

'THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Homiletic Commentary 

Gar land Elkins and Thomas B. Warren, Editors 

Thos book - rhe prom ed record of 
the Sevem h Annual "Sporirual 
Sword" Lectureship, conducted 
by 1he Get well Church of Chrost in 
Memphos. Tn. - was written by 
!horty- four fai thful and abl e 
preachers of the Gospel of Christ. 
The book os comprised of fourty
four chapters. which explaon in 
detail lhe marvelous teachings of 
Jesus which are set our in 
chapters l ove. sox and seven of the 
book of Matthew. 

A lready some ar e saying such 
thongs as. ' T his may be the best 
book - outside of the Bible itself 
- whoch has ever been wrotten on 
the Sermon on the Mount." It os 
surely the case that this book -
when studied along with the Bible 
itself - can be a significam force 
in helpong people 10 see how 1he 
Bible leaches that people should 

change the or I ives onto whal the 
Lord Jesus wou ld have them to be 
and, t hus, can result on 
thou sands , p erha ps even 
mol fions, of souls spendong 
eternity in heaven rather than on 
he l l. 11 ca n be u sed by 
mossionaries around the wor ld as 
an aid in teaching and preaching 
on this matchless sermon. 

You can 't afford to be wi thout this book! 

Cloth bound, 340 pages, S14.95 (plus postage and handling, S1 .25) 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 7240 1 

(Or, see your local bookstore.) 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

THRU AGE 49 
AGE 50 & UP 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

$100 DEDUCTIBL E 
PLAN # 501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65. 18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN # 502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58. 18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most States) 

"' '.*LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

' ""GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

'""OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

'"''SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

" " ' CEA DENTAL PLAN- SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

(MONTHLY) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or call for details. 
P. 0. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 
817/ 496-4888 
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WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
1983 EDITION 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition of Where The Saints Meet is 
the result of a painstaking effort to build a Directory of Churches of Christ in the 
United States and Canada, with a representative list of congregations around the 
world. Also included are listings for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible 
colleges and other degree-granting schools of rel igion , schools of preaching, 
and child care and senior citizen care facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of cong regations and active 
members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in a lphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office as a 
source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. PAPER: $10.00 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST. THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE Add 15% postage and handling 

Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax . P. 0. BOX 17200 PENSACOLA, FL 32522 

Oklahoma 
Christian College 

is seeking a specialist in 
marketing for one of the 
fastest growing programs in 
the dynamic OCC Business 
Division. Rank and salary are 
dependent on experience and 
degrees. For further informa
tion contact the Academic 
Dean at Oklahoma Christian 
College, R 1, Box 141, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73111 or 
call 405/478-1661 ext. 440. 
OCC is an equal opportunity employer. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lesso ns presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Ga rfield Heights church of Chri st - lnd ianapolis, Indiana in November, 
1983. There a re 33 cha pters which detail the pa rables of Jesus. These are written 
by: John Priola , Ira Rice, J r .. Mac Deaver, Roy Deave r, Melvin Elliott, James 
Davis, Fred Davis, Bob Jent , Virgil Hale. Garland Elkins, Wi ll iam S. Cline, 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick, Dea n Buchana n. Harry Darrow, Lindsey Warren , 
Thomas B. Warren, Dan Jenkins. Wally Kirb y. Jimmy Thompson, Walter Pigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson, Charles Pugh , J oe Gilmore. H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Va rner, Phil Dunn, Grad y Miller, Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem a re a ll faithful gospel preachers. 

You wi ll want this book fo r your library beca use th ere is no other book dealing 
with this subject matter available in the brotherhood ! 

;·:·,1>.:., 
: . ·.·~M•'''' 
1 .. nf 

' fA"I•' ' ' ' · 4;. 
·.·-} __ .. 

t····: 
V ··" 

Cloth bound , 340 pages, $ 13.95 (plus S 1.25 postage). 

O rd er from 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P. 0. Box 17200 

Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-800-8 7 4-1804 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discou.nt: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA -ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 DeBarr 
Rd., 99608. Will contact relatives or friends in Alaslca. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Box 314, Anchorage, Alaska 
99610. Phone 272· 7&84 or 663· 7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E.'' St. Sunday 9:30& 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. 
7:00 P.M. Call 883·2660 or Bill Bridges, Min. 793-70&4. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,188 Claaroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - MiAiona 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·988·6800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver. CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4860 Saufloy Road 

Pensacola, Aorida 32&08 
Phone 466-7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M •• 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller. 
Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufloy Road 

Pensacola, Aorida 32608 
Phone 904-4&3·3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. apptOVOd. Max R. Millar. Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
c:lu101. 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207·989·2639. or 
866-4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Virgin~ Eul Bristol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 1·703·889· 
1896. Kenneth Chambers. Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH Of CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 36803 
(206) 883-2980 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M •• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEEIWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
16036 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Toxa 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH Of CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Stroot 

Indianapolis, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M .. Worship 11 :00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:4& P.M. Fred Davia, 
Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and frianda. Church meota at 
112 Montgomory St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 
462·0487. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303· 789·4749 
Mac Bartoo, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin. Taxaa 78746 

C. M. Homer, Director 
Write for catalog 
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SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING courses by 
Correapondonca. Programmod tapes with written material 
and tasta. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club and 
rocolve spacial loaaona on many subjects. For Free 
Information write: Sunaot Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., 
Lubbock. TX 79411. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Ills nmber church of Christ In Ills 11mber, Monlmllls Keepting 
applkatlons for a fulltime minister. We prefer a famUy man who 
Is sound In the faith and a good personal worker. for more 
Information call Garret Franks 11406-932·2629. Pleue apply by 
writing to Box 21M, Ills 11mber MT 59011. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Growing American Military 
Congregation, In Wlaabaden, Germany, seeks preacher. 
Torma: Marriod, both strong In personal wortt. 3 year 
contract, partial support may bo required. Send reaumo. 
family picture and serrnon/loaaon coaaettoa to: Ron Coalott. 
PSC Box 4662. APO Now York 09633. 

PREACHER WANTED: Preacher for rural congrepiJon. Man 
with experience. Have new church buikfing and preachers 
home. Can pay reason&ble nluy. Crockett Church of Christ, 
Route 2, Box 25lA, Senatobia, Miss. 38668. phone 601·562-8l41. 

Sm.ID congreplion on wal coast Is seeldng a preacher lo locate 
with us. He wiD need putJal support. Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedsport, OR '11467, or call (503) 271-2285 collect. 

lhe Bm SL Church of Christ Is leeldng a mature Gospel preacher 
with at leat 5 yeus e~perlenc:e. Musl be a famUy man, worked 
with an eldership, and able to condud a radio prosram. 
Consreptlon approx. 150. Posltion nailable after July 1, 1984. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume and r.pe to 1321 f. Elm SL, Lfma, 

. Ohio 458CM. 

We need an e~perienced builder In lhe body of Christ. If you 
expect aMWen lo prayer; and If you're strons. 10und for the 
Lonl. We hue need for your God given preachlnglaleniJ. Please 
conlac:t the: Graham Church of Christ; 9524-ZMth Slreet bit, 
Graham, Wash. 98338, (206) 847-9643. 

Young, growing congreption needs a man 1o come and work 
w1th them. M lulon area with support available. Call 31 9-663· 
2329, 319-728-B871,or 319·663·3312. orwritetoChurch 
of Christ. 836 s. Avo. D. Washington, Iowa 62363. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
APPLICATIONS WANTm AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSfPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SfRVICES, SECRETARIAl. RRIEF HOUSEPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILlS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYB> ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSfPARENTS. MEN APPUCANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKIW IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BfAUTIFICA TION, ETC. WOMEN APPUCANTS, 
OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
flUNG, NURSfRY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE Of 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PlEAS~ CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) ~7725 (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends), or write lo 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

A retbed Caterpillar man, qe 57, deslra fuD time preachlns. 
Approx. 25 yeus experience. Write or aD 854-6131, 8'20 frankDn 
51., Kewanee, ID. 61443. 

EVANGELIST AVAILABLE PART OR FULL nME. 11 yean 
experience. 55 yeus and married. Brown Trail School of 
Pruchlng graduate. Warmer dimate desired. Have own 
personal support e~cept for apartmenl and utJDtla. Conlac:t H. J, 
Sargent, 2011 MJulssippl St., La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601. Phone 
AC 608-784-7957. 

FOR SALE 
ELDERS AND AUTHORITY: for a typed, 11-page dlscuulon of 
elden and authority, send $2.0Cito: "Elders", 1413 S.D. Melmul 
Drive, Buftesville, OK 74006. 

lhe Case for lhe Christian PofJceman 
Torry M. Hightower 
86.00 + n. postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, fL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BULLETIN DIGEST - Used extensively In prepuins church 
buDetlnt. sermon and Bible dass preparation, devotional talb, 
personal lpiritu.l growth, farnBy devotionalt. etc. A 24-page 
monthly publfalion. Consists of sfeanlnp of lhe besl &om 
church bulletins throughout lhe brotherhood. More lhan 30 
authon each month. Plus dlp-ul and other futures. James M. 
Sampson, ecUior. One year $7.00; twoumplecoples $1.00. Send 
lo: BuUetln Dfsesl, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo, NE 68813. 

Sementuy Prfndpal wanted. Only thote appf!ants who possess 
or are eUglble for a certificate need apply. Redlancl Christian 
Academy, 17700 S.W. 280 Street, Homeslead, Florida 33031. 

EMPlOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Head cook openlns for mature 
Christians with some experience In food p~atlon for large 
groups. Excellent pay, room and board prorided. wm conslder 
husband and wffe team. Full dme summer, and pari time winter 
week-ends. Send letter of application, with quaflficatlons lo 
IRON SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CAMP, RL 2, Box 148 K, Whflney, 
Texas 76692, or all 817-694-2719. 

FREEl Small congreptlon In million Held needs a FREE bus or 
buAOI. Currently picking up 40·60 on Wednesday nights. 
Want to do mllalon work? Contact Church of Christ. Box 
213, Sabetha. KS 86634 or call913·284-2022 or402·856· 
4376. 

How many religious poriodlcals do you subscribe tol 

INVESTIGATfllhe Rrm Foundation tries 1o screen _.verdsfng, 
and wiD not knowingly take questionable advertlslns. But It Is the 
ruder's responslbllty to lnvesllpte. like any other p~per, we 
aomedmes unwfttlnsly run an unworthy ad. As lhe old S&Yfns 
socs. before you lnvesa, lnvatlptel 

Let's all build the Rrm Foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and set yow friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Yean $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepald) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
memben. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents per Issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 per year 
per subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one address. 
Churches may be biDed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

SenCI all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

1.1!1 us prlnl the next membership directory of the Lord's Church 
where you wonhlp. Speedy service, reasonable price. Send for 
Information and free umple directory. Spangler Church 
Directory Prlnllng Service, P. 0. Box 1710, Aubum, CA 95603 or 
call (916) 885-5776. 

POSITION AVAILABLE for fall semester 1984, lnstrudor In 
Computer Science. Muter's degree required. Mud be quallfled 
1o tuch computer science counes at co1Jese leveL Contact Dr. 
Mabrey L Miller, Vke President lor Academk Affaln, York 
Co!Jege, York, NE 68467. 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR NEEDB>: llmothy HW ChBdren's RAnch, 
Riverhead, New York, Is looking for a M.S. w. to dlred lhe child 
care and IOda1 work program. If Interested, contact Jerry HID al 
(516) 369-1190. 

RRIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne SCephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

'"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workahopa Galus Fund for Needy Mlnlatera. For Information 
Writa To: L D. Byrd; 11880 Oreonvllle Ave .. Sulto #106; 
Dallal, TX 76243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHB> BIBLES - writa for free loathor 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2486. AbiJono, Texas 
79604. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-808-874-1804 
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Notice To Teachers And All Bible Students 
ANNOUNCING A LIMITED EDITION REPRINT 

of the 
AMERICAN· STANDARD VERSION 

TEACHER'S EDITION 

This honored version of 1901 long held to be the most accurate 
translation in the English language, has not been available in the 
Teacher's Edition for many years. Now through special arrange· 
ments by Star Bible, this edition with all its finest features, helps, 
etc. is being produced once again. 

Features include: 

• Center Column References 

• ASV Concordance (236 pages) 

• Bible Dictionary (118 pages) 

• 12 page section of color Bible maps plus 8 
page index of maps 

• Finest quality Bible paper 

• Silk ribbon marker, headbands 

• Genuine Top Grain Brown Leather Binding, 
or Black Genuine Morocco with leather 
lining. 

• Gold Imprinted with gold edges 

• Clear readable type, 1456 pages in all 

• Overall size: SY4 x 8Ys x 1", Boxed 

PRICE: . Brown Genuine Leather .... . ... . . $59.95 

Type Specimen 

20 J~-hO!.vlh aanswer thee 
day of trouble; 

The bname of the ' God of 
d aot thee up on hi~th; 

2 Send thee help efrom the san 
And lfstren~tthen thee out of 

3 ORemember all thy 3offerin~t 
And •haccept thy burnt-sacr: 

Notice To Authorized Dealers 
And Books tores 

Orders may be placed at regular 
trade d iscounts. Write or phone 
for free catalog and advertising fold· 
er with discount schedules. 

Black Morocco, Leather Lined . . .. . $69.95 

········ ········-······--·········· ·····"'·············· ························································· ··········-·······-·····----·········-------·····················--: 

\ \ 

! Date ~ 

!.·' r~::,:::~d the new Te~~~e;~~;:~~~:7n~fa~de ~:d~i~;~S=~:ndard Ver:i:;e~i~:~~:r8~:~~ .. 'i 

Genuine Leather at $59.95; _ _ copies of the Black Morocco with leather lining at $69.95 
: : 
~ SHIP TO: Name ~ 
: : 

I ~:~ress State Zip \ 

l 1 

! ............... ~:~·~~~~~~.~.~~~~~:~: .. ~· .. ~~· ~~~~~: .. ~.·:•:c:l:, .. ~.~. 32522 ........... 1 



~~18L ~0 'A~I~ ~~~0 
~OEiti\1 NN~ N 008t7 

A311\:1~ 3'>-IIW 
88/BO w~~.l 

1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HA JIING THIS SEAL, THE 

1984 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 Austin, Texas, February 21, 1984 No.8 

WHY SOME FALL AWAY 
Johnny Ramsey 

Sometimes brethren discuss whether more converts 
remain faithful in Africa and India than new members do 
in America. It is sad to contemplate the apostasy of even 
one person in the body of Christ. Facing facts demands, 
however, the bitter conclusion that millions have fallen 
away since Pentecost. What causes this everlasting 
tragedy? Why do so many depart from the living God? 
What can we do about the high percentage of drop-outs 
from spiritual service? 

There are at least one hundred Bible contexts that 
forever prove that children of God can fall from grace 
but not even one verse that affirms that we should! 
Some beautiful verses speak of the joy when those gone 
astray come back home to the Savior. Challenging 
passages tell us to engage ourselves in the noble task of 
restoring the erring brother. We even sing: 

"Bring them in, bring them in 
from the fields of sin-
Bring the wandering ones to Jesus." 

Since one precious soul is far more valuable than all of 
earth's wealth (Mark 8:36) we, as soldiers of Christ, 
desperately need to be about the Father's business of 
saving the lost and then keeping them saved (Matthew 
28: 18-20). The matter of developing young Christians 
unto maturity is the only way to keep Satan's work from 
succeeding in their lives. Since the Devil is incessant we 
must be ardently active in the battle against that old 
deceiver! Being more aware of what causes apostasy will 
certainly help us in this constant struggle over the souls 
of men. 

TEN REASONS MANY FALL AWAY 

1. Failure To Count Our Blessings 
2. Shallow Appeal of Worldliness 

3. It Takes Effort To Be A Christian 
4. Satan's Propaganda 
5. Weak Brethren Used As Examples 
6. Never Get Involved In Lord's Work 
7. Misplaced Values 
8. Lack of Genuine Conversion 
9. Soft Preaching 

10. Wrong Concept of The Church 

As we consider these ten items and blend them together 
we can weave a realistic pattern that has produced a 
river of tears through the years. When we constantly 
complain about our lot in life and magnify the faults of 
brethren rather than counting our many blessings we are 
already on the road to apostasy. The language of Psalms 
107 rings out clearly: 

"Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness and his wonderful works 
to the children of men." 

A lack of gratitude is one weakness Satan uses mightily! 
The gaudy tinsel of worldly fare appeals to shallow folk 
who cannot see the depth and beauty of Christianity. 
Surrounding themselves with evil companions and 
secular pursuits some members of the church are back 
in the world before they realize they have removed 
themselves from the Lord's domain. Since it takes effort 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial. .. 

NONCONFORMITY 
I do not suppose that we speak or write of Nehemiah nearly as much as 

we do many other characters of the Old Testament. Yet, he is one of the 
great men of Scripture. He lived and wrote in a period of time that seems 
to be almost covered with the dust of history. His was not a heroic age; 
however, his accomplishments for God's people and his stability of 
character qualify him as a hero in the Old Testament hall of fame. He was 
brave, cautious, circumspect, and had Jerusalem in his heart. Perhaps no 
quality of his character shines more brightly across the anals of history 
than does· his nonconformity. In a time when pressure and profit tempted 
him to follow the evil ways of those before him, the record reads, " ... so 
did not/, because of the fear of God" (Neh. 5: 15). 

NONCONFORMITY - THEN AND NOW 

When Nehemiah was appointed governor of the little colony of 
returned exiles in Palestine, he found that his predecessors had been in 
the habit of "squeezing" the people, and that they had requisitioned 
sufficient supplies of provisions to keep the governor's table well spread. 
IT WAS THE CUSTOM. Perhaps few, if any, would have raised an 
eyebrow if Nehemiah had conformed to it; but he was different, he felt 
that he must have his hands clean of such conduct. Why did he not do 
what everybody else had done in like circumstances? His answer is 
beautifully simple: "Because of the fear of God." His religion went down 
into the little duties of common life, and imposed upon him a standard 
far above the maxims that were prevalent round about him. He was a 
nonconformist who conformed to the will of God. And so, if we will take 
these words, I think we will find in them the attitude which we should 
take to prevalent practices and the power which should enable us to walk 
on a solitary road. "So did not /, because of the fear of God." 

Nehemiah would not conform to the evil conduct of the day. And 
unless we can learn to say "No!"and say it often, our lives will be shattered 
from the beginning. Non-compliance with the customary maxims 
and practices is the beginnipg, or at least, one of the foundation-stones, 
of all nobleness and strength. Of course it is utterly impossible for a man 
to shield himself of the influences that are brought to bear upon him by 
the circumstances in which he lives, the trend of opinions, and the 
practices of the world. Unless a man is in the true sense of the word a 
"Nonconformist," this world will bring him down. It is so easy to do as 
others do, partly because of~aziness, partly because of cowardice, partly 
because of the instinctive imltation which is in us all. A great many of us 
adopt our creeds and opinions, and shape our lives for no better reason 
than because people around us are thinking in a certain direction, and 
living in a certain way. This philosophy saves a great deal of trouble; it 
gratifies a certain strange instinct that is in us all; and, it avoids conflicts 
that we sometimes encounter. The easy way out for many is; "when in 
Rome, do as the Romans do." 

THE APPLICATION 

Now, take this plain principle of the necessity of nonconformity and 
apply it to various aspects of your life. Apply it to your opinions. There is 
no tyranny like the tyranny of a majority in a democratic country like 
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ours. It is sometimes as harsh as the tyranny of the old
fashioned despots; and unless you resolve steadfastly to 
see with your eyes, to use your own brain, to stand on 
your own feet, to be a voice and not an echo, you will be 
helplessly enslaved by the fashion of the hour, and the 
opinions that prevail. 

"What everybody says"- at times -"is true." What 
most people say, at any given time, is very likely to be 
false. Truth has always lived with minorities, so do not let 
the current of widespread opinions sweep you away, but 
try to have a mind of your own, and do not be brow
beaten or overborne because the majority of the people 
round about you are giving utterance, and it may well be 
an unmeasured utterance, to any opinions. I can think of 
no greater lesson that our young people need to learn 
than this one. 

The religion of unbelief is very wide-spread today. 
Influential men, leaders of opinion, teachers and 
preachers have long ago given up basic points of faith 
that so many of us hold dearer than life itself. It takes a 
strong person to stick by the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible, the virgin birth, the Bible account of creation, the 
bodily resurrection, etc. It takes a stronger person in 
today's world of skepticism to SAY he stands by such 
beliefs. Our young people are constantly bombarded in 
the classroom with slurs of unbelief and pressure is 
brought to bear that no "educated" person believes the 
"myths" of the Bible. It takes strong, well-grounded 
individuals to withstand in a day that is as ungodly as 
ours. 

Good people, and especially YOUNG PEOPLE, it is 
poor reason to give for your attitude toward New 
Testament Christianity, "the unbelief that is in the air," 
and "Nobody believes those old doctrines today." It may 
be that MOST don't hold "those doctrines" to be true 
today, but don't you be fooled out of your faith, as many 

Why Some Fall Away 
(~ontinued from Page 1) 
to be a Christian their proclivity for easy street appeals to 
their spiritual laziness. Some of these apostates may 
pause for awhile in some social club that claims to be a 
church, but ultimately such people wind up deeply mixed 
in libertine existence with no pretense of spirituality! 
There is a stanza of an old gospel song that we ought to 
ponder more and more: 

"Nearer, still nearer, Lord to be Thine 
Sin with its follies, I gladly resign 
All of its pleasure, pomp and its pride 
Giue me but Jesus, my Lord crucified." 

The Devil wraps sin in alluring packages that appeal to 
brethren easily enticed with lustful matters (I John 2:15-
17). We are boldly commanded to live soberly, 
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of our young people have, for no better reason than 
"other people have given it up." An iceberg lowers the 
temperature all round it, 4nd the iceberg of unbelief is 
among us. It has chilled a ~reat many people, so slowly 
perhaps, that they could not tell you why they have lost 
the fervor of their faith. 

The application could . be turned in many other 
directions. The young persQn that leaves home to begin a 
life on his own, best learn early to say "No" and mean it, if 
he is to prevent the world from making shipwreck of his 
life. The business man, the worker along side his fellow 
laborer, the everyday housewife, yea every man, woman, 
boy and girl must learn the lesson of nonconformity if 
true success is to crown their lives. I have been preaching 
only a short time (twenty-four years), yet in those years I 
have seen a lot of brethren, both young and old, come 
along buoyant, full of hope, and filled with high resolves; 
but today many of them are gone from active service in 
the church. Some were elders who lost their zeal; some 
were preachers who left the church; others were 
Christians who were filled with ability but they are lost to 
the church today. "Why?" you ask. Observation and 
information say that one of the major causes was their 
inability to say "No!" in the face of trial and temptation. 
Moses would have been just another Israelite had he not 
had the strength to say "NO" to the godless nation of 
Egypt. The three Hebrew children, who stood upright in 
Babylon like watch-towers of truth, would have never 

· found their way into the hearts of the faithful unless they 
had said "No" to king Nebuchadnezzar. Likewise, Peter 
and John gave us a powerful example of faith and 
courage when they said to the mighty Sanhedrin, ~~we 
ought to obey God rather than man. "May we all have the 
strength to pull ourselves together when temptations 
come; to order our opinions, thoughts and conduct by 
eternal principles so that we will be able to say, "So did 
not I, because of the fear of God." 

- W. S. Cline, Editor • 
righteously and godly lives but too many of us are just like 
Isaiah's peers who tried to make light and darkness and 
good and evil look the same (Isaiah 5:20). Using weak 
brethren as our standard instead of Christ Jesus always 
causes problems of discernment. Many will go to Hell 
because the people they admire and follow are heading in 
that direction! Periphery members - those who never 
get deeply involved in the work of the Lord - are easy 
prey for Satan. Usually, elders can only count on twenty 
percent of the congregation to be zealously committed 
to loyal service in the kingdom. It is forever true that one 
gets out of the gospel system what he puts into it. Folk 
who have to be begged, entertained, coerced and 
flattered- just to attend worship on Sunday morning
will not long endure. Apostasy is much easier than ardent 
devotion. Soft, compromising, undemanding and listless 

(Continued on Page 4) 

3 [972) 



Why Some Fall Away 
(Continued from Page 3) 

preaching contributes to the departure of brethren also. 
Perhaps, back of that insidious work of the Devil, would 
be the kind of non-distinctive teaching that actually failed 
to convert people in the first place. In the Judg
ment Day compromising evangelists will have a 
rough time. Folk who look for churches and preachers 
that are easy and undisciplined usually find exactly 
what they search for! 

. 
Failures in Bible study, prayer, personal concern for 

the lost, regular attendance and generous giving always 
eventually wind up on the road that leads to ruin. When 
we review these reasons for falling away from the 
Redeemer and the church found in the Scriptures one 

LOST- WHILE 
PREACHING THE 

TRUTH! 
Bill Jackson 

The apostle Paul described the preaching pleasing unto 
God as being the "manifestation oft he truth "(2 Cor. 4:2). 
The charge is that those who proclaim the word of the 
Lord "preach the word!" (2 Tim. 4:2). Jesus' own 
statement regarding the word, in his prayer to the Father, 
was that "Thy word is truth "(John 17: 17). So precious is 
truth that in the long ago Solomon stated, "Buy the truth, 
and sell it not" (Prov. 23:23). The sum statement of the 
Christ, in this area, is that "Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make youfree"(John 8:32). The servant of 
the Lord then believes the truth, loves the truth, lives by 
the truth, and teaches truth to those in the world around 
him. When he stands in the classroom, or in the pulpit, his 
work is to declare God's truth! 

These things being so, and truth being the honored 
commodity that it is, it is all the more striking to realize 
that one can teach the truth, and still be lost! Indeed, one 
can, should such be possible, never utter anything but 
truth, and the end result can be displeasure in the sight of 
God, and separation from him eternally. When those 
statements are made, one can with some justification ask, 
"But how can it be? I thought truth saved, and that one 
preaching truth would be doing the noblest work of 
God!" It will be well for us all to consider the matter of 
truth, and how that one really cannot take pleasure in 
knowing that "I've only taught truth. I never have taught 
errorn- if that's as far as it goes. The study of truth, the 
responsibilities we have regarding truth, goes farther 
than that. 
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must conclude, sadly, that far too many of us had a 
wrong concept of Christianity to start with. When lost 
men are truly willing to leave the path of sin and enter the 
kingdom upon the terms of the Lord they will gladly echo 
these Bible verses: 

- - - - "Lord, what wilt Thou haue me to do? 
- - - - Here am I, Lord send me 
- - - - Speak, Lord, Thy seruant heareth." 

Sincerely yielding our lives to God will cause us to 
persevere and one day, by the blood of Christ and the 
Father's mercy and grace, we will walk the golden street 
of glory! 

Box 235 
Rowlett, Texas 75088 • 

0-------------------------
Preaching Only the Positive 

Suppose one would decide, "I will henceforth speak 
only positive things. I will speak no negative words." 
Some have thus decided today, and we fear for their 
souls. The example of the apostle Paul is that of God's 
servant declaring ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD! (Acts 
20:27). The Lord commissions no one to take a positive
only message, or a negative-only message; rather, all of 
the message of God is to be proclaimed to men. Should 
one decide to speak only the positive, he would have to 
shun two of the items sai.d to make the word profitable; 
yes, two of the items designed by God to furnish a man 
completely (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). 

It is obvious that God has placed both the positive and 
the negative in his will to man. Can any preacher 1 teacher 
be any more arrogant and presumptuous than to decide, 
on his own, that he will cut into the word and preach only 
that portion that he desires? He can choose to do so, and 
following that positive-only course, always preach truth, 
but still be lost! In the long ago, the Lord instructed 
Ezekiel concerning the warnings to be given the wicked 
-there is the negative for you- and pointed out that 
when one fails to thus warn, in keeping with the words of 
the Lord, the wicked man will die in his sin, and "his 
blood will I require at thine hand!"(Ezek. 3:17-21). Yes, 
one can preach an all-positive message, an all-truth 
message, and still. be lost because he ignored other 
portions of God's word! 

The Failure to Speak Out! 

There is another aspect of this that needs our attention. 
One can always speak the truth in his/ her teaching, and 
still be lost because in critical times when God's servants 
need to raise their voices all the more, the servants were 
silent! Once more, the Lord condemned the silence of 
that teacher whose duty it was to give warning! (Ezek. 
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3:17-21). Every teacher and preacher face this matter 
each time the teaching situation presents itself. There are 
the ever present issues facing the saints of God - such 
issues as alcohol, drugs, the dance, profane speech, 
immodest dress, etc. Especially concerning our young 
people, as they begin to establish values many will 
maintain, for good or ill, throughout all their lives, and 
what will we do? Will we be silent on these issues or will 
we boldly condemn all such ungodliness? 

Always there are vital issues arising within the kingdom 
itself. These are issues because some men begin to pursue 
a line contrary to the word of God, and due to their 
teaching and influence, saints are affected in a hurtful 
way. Such issues spread across the entire brotherhood, 
and the issue is of concern throughout the world! In 
recent times we huve seen false views on God's marriage 
laws, false views on the Holy Spirit, false views 
concerning God's grace, and false views concerning 

Biblical Sermons 

THE MILITANT NATURE 
OF THE CHURCH 

(Ephesians 6:10-18) 

Andrew Connally 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. Far too long Christianity has been viewed as a 

spiritual crutch for intellectual and moral weaklings. 
2. Too many people believe to be Christlike means to 

be a sissy_ and that Christianity is a glorified sissyism, 
and that It turns men into flower-children. Therefore, 
when they find men and women ~~of valor whose 
hearts the Lord has touched," who are willing to fight 
for the right, speak out against error and throw down 
the guantlet before the false teachers of our age, they 
scream we are unkind, unsympathetic and not 
Christlike! 

3. Such stems from an ignorance of the militant nature 
of the church. 

Let us consider -

I. THE MILITANT NATURE OF THE CHURCH. 
J. God's people have always been commanded to be 

militant for the right, the good and the true. 
( 1) From of old God has said (Jer. 48: 10; Judg. 5:23; 

Obd. 11). 
(2) The New Testament is no different (Phil. 1:27-

28, 1: 16). 
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whether God has children in denominational systems. 
Now, what will the preacherjteacherdo? Will he, because 
of the influence of prominent members, prominent 
preachers, schools, papers, etc., or because of concern for 
his own job, his salary, his supporters, etc. now grow 
silent regarding these issues? Will he be silent, and yet still 
proclaim, "But I always preach truth?" He should know, 
and we all should know, that one can always preach 
truth, and still be lost, because he did not declare all the 
counsel of God, because he did not give brethren 
warning, because he did not reprove and rebuke (2 Tim. 
4:2), and because he kept back portions of the word of 
God that were profitable unto men (Acts 20:20). 

Yes, one can preach truth, and be lost! Concern needs 
to be paid to the requirement that ALL THE TRUTH 
needs to be preached, on ALL ISSUES! 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 • 

2. Without such militancy no man can be like Christ 
(Jn. 8:44). 
(I) Jesus spoke with authority (Matt. 7:28-29). 
(2) Jesus became extremely hard when men were 

dishonest (Matt. 23). 
3. Error must be vigorously opposed (Matt. 7:15; 

Gal. I :6-9). Every error in the church today is there 
because it has not been sufficiently opposed (Acts 
20:30). 

II. THE CHURCH IS THE PILLAR AND THE 
GROUND OF THE TRUTH. 
I. The church is the underguarding support of the 

truth of God (I Tim. 3: 14-15). 
(I) Built on a rock (Matt. 16:18). 
(2) Built on a firm foundation (2 Tim. 2: 19-20). 
(3) Men must stand (I Tim. 1:18; 6:20). 

2. The church is the body of Christ and Christ is the 
Truth (J n. 1: 17; 14:6; 18:37). 

3. Therefore, we preach it and defend it (Jn. I 7: I 7; 
I Pet. 4: II; Eph. 4:21). 

III. THE CHURCH IS THE DIVINE DEPOSITORY 
OF TRUTH AND MUST CONTEND FOR IT 
(Jude 3). 
I. Four divine assertations concerning the truth: 

(I) A body of evidence does exist that God calls 
truth- it is knowledge (J n. 8:32); it is defensible 
(Cf. Gal. I :23); it is one (Eph. 4:4). 

(2) "Once delivered"- no continuing revelations
no popes, councils or modern day revelations! 

(3) "For all delivered" - nothing lacking (I Tim. 
3: 16-17; 2 Pet. i :3). It is all here. 

(4) "Delivered to the saints" and every child of God 
who does not teach it fails in his legacy! Every 

·man a soul-winner is God's will! 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Militant Nature Of The Church 
(Continued from Page 5) 

2. This divine delivery is for the purpose of war! 
"Contend" - the Greek definition includes a 
combantant - "earnestly" - intensive force (Cf. 
I Pet. 3: 15; I Tim. 6: 12; 2 Tim. 4:7). How few will 
ever be able to make such a claim! 

IV. THE CHURCH IS A MIGHTY WARRIOR IN 
SERVICE FOR OUR KING (Eph. 6:10-16). 
1. A war is being raged, right now (Rev. 12:7; 17: 14). 
2. Preparation is necessary, the armour must be put 

on piece by piece (Eph. 6:10-18; Gal. 2:20; 5:24; 
6:14). 

MOVING THE 
PARENTHESIS 

Walter Swain 

Those who believe in the teaching of pre-millenialism 
say that the Christian age is a "parenthesis in history." 
They claim that Jesus came to establish a physical 
kingdom for the Jews on this earth, but failed in doing so 
when he was crucified. They teach that he is coming again 
to set up that physical kingdom, and to reign a thousand 
years on a throne in Jerusalem, over a physical kingdom. 

Thus, those who espouse the pre-millenial theory 
consider the "church age" to be unimportant, and the 
church itself only a temporary arrangement. 

Those who teach such doctrines have their parenthesis 
out of place. The Bible declares that the Jewish system 
and law, and the time it was in effect, was the true 
parenthesis of history. 

Paul states in Galatians 3: 15-29 that the promises were 
made to Abraham, and that it was 430 years later that 
God gave Moses the law. He goes on to state that the old 
law did not , disannul the covenant" made with 
Abraham, that God would bless all nations in Abraham's 
seed (Christ). We are saved today by a system of faith, 
which is a fulfillment of the promise to Abraham. 

What then was the purpose of the law? Paul tells us that 
it was a parenthesis in history, saying, "But before faith 
came, we were kept in ward under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards be revealed. So that the 
law is become our tutor to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith" (Galatians 3:23, 24). 

_The main purpose of the books of Romans and 
Hebrews is to show that the old system of Judaism has 
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3. Finally the battle must be entered, the stands left - - ' the arena entered (Cf. 1 Cor. 4:9; 4:13). 
4. The stand must be taken - in each individual's 

life - in. each congregation, in each community, in 
. each natton (Prov. 14:34). 
5. God gave no armour for the backside, for retreat 

was never envisioned nor was preparation for 
surrender ever contemplated (Rev. 2: I 0). 

CONCLUSION: 
I. Rom. 8:35-39. 
2. Brethren, let's get on with the war! Let us ask no 

quarter and give none! 
3. Remember the Alamo! 
510 N. Kaufman 
Seagoville, TX 75159 • 

served its purpose, is passed away, and is not to be used 
again (Romans 3:21, 22; 3:31; 7:1-4; 9:1-5; 10:1-3; 
Hebrews 7:18-22; 8:6-13; 10:1-9). 

Besides this, the Bible teaches that the kingdom is now 
(I Thessalonians 2:12). In Colossians 1:13, it is written 
that as Christians we have been translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear son. Peter declared in Acts 2:36, 
that Jesus is now reigning at God's right hand in heaven. 
Jesus himself never claimed he would establish a physical 
kingdom on earth, and even said ~~my kingdom is not of 
this world" (John 18:36). He even ran away from the 
crowds to keep them from making him king. 

Jesus' kingdom is a spiritual kingdom, and is in the 
hearts of men. Our Lord taught, "The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation, neither shall they say, Lo, 
here! or, There/for lo, the kingdom of God is within you" 
(Luke 17:20, 21). We enter the kingdom through spiritual 
birth when we are baptized as penitent believers into 
Christ for the remission of our sins (John 3:5; Acts 2:38). 

The Bible teaches that the kingdom and the church are 
one and the same (Matthew 16: 18, 19). To be a Christian 
today, is to be in the kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1: 13; 
Revelation 1:6). It is the church, or kingdom today, that 
is important, not some future physical kingdom yet to be 
established. 

Some need to move their parenthesis to the proper time 
in history. They need to move their starting time back 
about 1500 years from the time they have it starting, and 
they need to end it on the day of Pentecost, 33 A.D., when 
God's kingdom was established. Christ is reigning 
gloriously in his kingdom today! He is not coming at 
some future date to establish an earthly kingdom in our 
world. 

833 Begonia Street, 
Escondido, CA 92027 • 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbcn D. Gough. EJiwr 

'Preach the Word" 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 

James Alan Adams 

Of particular interest to the Gospel preacher are the 
epistles to Timothy inasmuch as their basic thrust 
revolves around the idea of one being " .. . a good minister 
of Jesus Christ ... " a nd doing " .. . the work of an 
evangelist .. . " (I Tim. 4:6; 2 T im. 4:5). 

In this day of self-appoi nted "specia lists" and 
"ministers" of everything from youth to finances, it is 
with renewed fervor that we must go to God's Word in 
ge neral, and these epis tles in particular, to learn of the 
rightful work and function of the Gospel preacher. Sadly, 
only casua l perusa l of the Word will make it obvious tha t 
much of wha t purports today to be " preaching" is not 
even close to wha t God describes and demands. With 
special emphasis o n verses 1-5 of Second Timothy, 
chapter four, let us see what is enta iled in one's being a 
preacher of the Word. 

Verse six se ts the immedia te context. Death was so 
imminent tha t Paul sa id , "! am already being 
offered and the time of my departure is come. "This a~ds 
solemnity to the "charge" give n in verses 1-5. Havtng 
"fought, fini shed, and kept" (verse 6), the dying apost le 
"casts the mantle" upon T imot hy and all others, who 
th rough the ages wo uld aspire to " preach the Word. "The 
simple, yet awesome, theme is give n in one long sentence 
which comprises ve rses 1-2, "! charge thee ... preach the 
Word." 

First (verse 1), there is the AUTHORITY behind the 
cha rge. To "cha rge" one is to "burden or load him with a 
task or responsibi li ty." The irresponsib le a~d 
undependable need not apply! An oft used phrase tn 
Paul 's ep ist les is "in the sight of God." He who accepts 
this cha rge is to do so with God 's will or desire in view, 
not that of the world , one's peers, or the brethren. Let a ll 
coddling, compromising men-pleasers be mindfu l that 
such " ... should not be a servant of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 
I: 10). 

More particularly, this cha rge is ba.cked by t.he 
a uth ority of"Chri st J esus." Little wonder, 1n that to ~1m 
" ... A ll authority ... in Heaven and on earth " has been g1ven 
(Matt. 28: 18). " ... all things have been subjected .unto 
him ... "( 1 Cor . 15:28). Specifica lly, Paul descn bes H1m as 
judging "the living a nd dead." Even the dreaded grave 
must "heel" where this One is conce rned. One da y "all 
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that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth ... " (J no. 5:28-29); then, in con~e.~~ with those a~~ve 
a tthe time theymust standbeforeH1s judgmentsea t (2 
Cor. 5: I o). Further, this charge is in light of "his 
a ppea ring" (Second Coming: see I Thess. 4: 13-1.8; 2 
Thess. 1:6-10; 2 Pet. 3:8- 12) a nd "kingdom" (re1gn). 
Surely, those of us today who stress th~ mundane and 
material, pleasure rather than preachtng, should . be 
emba rrassed and ashamed when we cheapen that wh1ch 
is Majestic and Divine. 

Second ly (verse 2), there is the CHARG~ itself: How 
simple a nd refreshi ng to hea r tha t old refra1n ag~1n and 
agai n, " Preach the Word. " In this we have the ~c.twn and 
the object. Don 't mince, don:t mumble •. ~on t tmpress, 
just PREACH! Not opimons, trad1t1ons, human 
doctrines or philosophies, just PREACH THE WORD ! 
Three simple words se rve to indict much of what comes 
from our pulpits, classes, and evangel istic efforts today. 
Think on it! 

That which is to characterize this "preaching" is 
urgency. " Be urgent" (i.e., "be at hand "); always "be r~ght 
there" preaching the Word. This task knows no vac~uon; 
it is not seasonal in nature; we do not have the opt1on of 
choosing when. It is to be "i n season, out of season." In 
other words, when there is a season for it, and when there 
is no season for it. 

The composition of thi s "preaching" is threefold: 
"reprove, rebuke, exhort. " To " reprove" is to "bring to 
the proof." It is to "confute; to prove a person, statement, 
etc., to be in error or fa lse. "To "rebuke" is to "chide"; to 
" reprove cuttingly and severely those .who ~vi ii not 
a bandon their sins (Cla rke). "To "exhort" IS not s1mply to 
"encourage," rather to "admonish" - i.e. , to push, to 
press, to bring to bear. A great example of an "exhorter" 
would be John the baptizer, "The voice of one 
crying ... repent ye ... "(Matt. 3:3, 2). Had these conc~pts 
been studied and app lied by all , this "positivef negattve" 
drivel relative to "preaching" wou ld never have been 
uttered. 

Fi na lly, Paul says such is to be done with "all 
longs uffering and teachi ng." "Lo~gsuffering" is "be~rin~ 
injuries, insults, tro uble, etc. , pat1ently for a long t1 me_. 
As we shall learn from the next point, many simply w11l 
not sit still for what the Bible demands of the preacher. In 
fact the li ke lihood of he who would do what has thus far 
bee~ discussed being insulted, troubled , etc., is so grea t 
that Paul says to do it with "alllongsuffering.". Many a 
you ng preacher has been discouraged a nd dtssuaded 
from his task because he fail ed in this rega rd . Full ofzeal 
a nd determination to "shell the corn," so many have left 
the ranks when brethren ba lked and turned on them, 
rather tha n turning toward God. But Paul a lso says it is to 
be done wi th "teaching (doctrine)." One could rake many 
sermons today with a "fine tooth comb," a nd not find one 

(Continued on Page 8) 

7 [976] 



"Preach The Word" 
(Continued from Page 7) 

bit o f teaching or doctrine therein. Just recently a 
preacher began his sermon(?) by reading the lyrics of an 
Anne Murray song; he commented thereo n; and, closed 
by reading it again. This is not an isolated occurence! He 
who has an aversion to "doctrine" cannot be a Gospel 
preacher. 

T hirdly, (verses 3-4) , there is the REASON for the 
charge. "For the lime will come ... "These words ring with 
reality. With no intent to dampen optimism , or to give 
rise to cynicism, yet, it must be sa id tha t one of our great 
trqubles today is that of brethren who will not face up to 
the fact that many who have bee n counted faithful have 
"gone astray." "The Spiri! sai1h expressly ... "( I Tim. 4: I) 
that such shall be the case. In this "time to come," many 
will not "endure (i.e., stand for, put up with) the so und 
(hea lth ful) doc trine." The reaso ns for thi s are 
multitudino us (see I Timothy 4; 2 Timothy 3). Like Isra el 
of o ld (!sa. 30: 10), the re will be a desire for "smooth 
things." With a yea rning to have their ears s troked rather 
than hea rts convicted a nd li ves changed, they will seek 
out and ga rner to themselves, not Gospel preachers, but 
"teachers after their own lusts." Like the "stubborn 
mule," they will point their ears "away from the truth ." 

And li ke the "young man void of understanding" "going 
after" the harlot (Prov. 7:7, 22), they will " turn aside unto 
fables." 

Fina lly, there is the ATTITUDE o f the preacher. 
Cons idering the AUTHORITY that presses this charge, 
the CHARGE itself, and the reception this is likely to get, 
what is the preacher to think , to feel, to do? 

Rather than being an idea listic profess ional, he is to be 
"sober (seri ously co ntemplative) in all things." One who 
is "circumspect...redeeming the time, beca use the days 
are evi l" (Eph. 5: 15-1 6). He is one who will "suffer 
hardship," whether it be financia l, mental, or even 
physical. He will "do the work of an evangelist ," not tha t 
of some " specialist ," and ente rtainer, nor an afte r-dinner 
speaker. He is one who will fini sh or "fulfill " his 
"ministry"; never satisfied to leave the job undone or 
done only halfway. 

Were these descriptio ns and qualifica ti ons ins isted o n 
by churches across o ur brotherhood, the pulpits wo uld be 
made stronger. Let us get back to the gra nd o ld charge 
"Preach the Word." 

1302 Cami llia 
Farmington, MO 63640 • 

NEW CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
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ASSIST, IN.C. 
is now accepting applications 

for positions of 
MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES 

First year income potential of $1,500 to $2,000 per month for motivated 
and people oriented individuals. Sales experience preferred, but not 
required. 

Job Description 
• Contact Ministers 
• Schequle audio-visual showing of 

.. Ministers Tax and Financial Planning 
System" 

• Gather data from enrolling clients 

Send resume to: 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock,Texas79401 
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ltl Lig/11 oj' tl1e S~c·riptures 

WHO CRUCIFIED 
CHRIST? 

Burton Coffman 

There were seven contributing centers to the 
crucifixion of Christ. It was, first, GOD who ~~gave his 
only begotten Son. "Isaiah 53 states that God did "bruise 
him and lay upon him the iniquity of us all." It was, 
therefore, in the larger sense, the love of God for man 
which issued in the crucifixion of Christ. 

But Christ likewise willingly offered himself upon 
Calvary. He said, ~~No man taketh away my life from me, 
but I lay it down of mine own accord" (John 10: 18). 

Of course, Satan also, according to the ancient 
prophecy, (Genesis 3: 15) did "bruise the heel" of the 
"Seed of woman." Who but Sa tan could have induced a 
soldier to prick his hands in making a crown of thorns for 
a Person the governor had declared innocent? 

Likewise, the nation of Israel crucified Jesus. It was 
their religious courts which condemned him; and when it 
appeared that Pilate would release him, the Sanhedrin 
itself stirred up the people to cry: II We have no king but 
Caesar,· release Barabbas, crucify Jesus." They 

''BLESSED ARE THEY 
THAT MOURN'' 

Garland M. Robinson 

The norm for our day is never to shed a tear. Never 
weep or cry. It is looked upon by many as a sign of 
weakness, especially among men. Yet, the Bible gives us 
many examples of god-fearing people who cried. Upon 
the refusal 'of Israel to enter the promised land, we read 
where Joshua and Caleb "rent their clothes" (Numbers 
14:6). To "rent one's clothes" was a show of deep 
mourning. Peter wept bitterly upon betraying the Lord of 
glory (Luke 22:62). Abraham mourned and wept at the 
loss of his beloved wife Sarah (Genesis 23:2). In Jeremiah 
6: I we read of Jeremiah mourning because of the sins of 
the people. We read in John II :35 where Jesus wept when 
his good friend Lazarus died. It is Jesus who says here at 
the introduction to the sermon on the mount, ~~blessed are 
they that mourn.· for they shall be comforted"(Matthew 
5:4). 

What is the mourning spoken of here by our Lord? The 
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accomplished Jesus' death through lying witnesses, 
suborned testimony, political intimidation, and mob 
violence. 

The Romans likewise were also involved, equally 
guilty and without any excuse whatever. The Roman 
procurator controlled the legions in the tower of 
Antonio; and when Pilate announced the innocence of 
Jesus, that was the time when he should have released 
Jesus and ordered the dispersion of the mob. It was a 
Roman death-warrant under which Jesus suffered; and 
the battle-flags that decorated Calvary that day were 
storied emblems of the Roman Legions. 

But, in a genuine sense, all men were guilty. The sins 
that crucified Him were the common, oridinary, little 
sins as familiar as today's latest paper. Political 
expediency, religious bigotry, petty greed, jealousy, 
selfish fears, etc., provided the motivation of Jesus' 
crucifixion. He was not betrayed for a million dollars, but 
for about $15.00! 

In another sense, therefore, every man was there when 
they crucified the Lord. In the words of the old spiritual, 
"Were you there, when they crucified my Lord? The 
enlightened conscience must indeed tremble and confess, 
Indeed, 0 Lord, I was there!" 

Thus the seven centers which contributed to Jesus' 
crucifixion were: GOD, CHRIST, SAT AN, THE JEWS, 
THE GENTILES, ALL MEN, AND EVERY MAN. 
The record is in the word of God. • 

Greek word means "to mourn, to mourn passionately for, 
to lament, grieve, to weep audibly, to shed tears, to cry as 
a child. "The word "mourn" here is translated "wail" in 
Revelation 18:15, 19. In 2 Corinthians 12:21 Paul 
"bewailed" (mourned) the sins at Corinth. Jesus spoke of 
those that "weep now: for ye shall laugh" in Luke 6:21. 
This kind of weeping is that which pierces the heart. It is 
mourning for the dead or some severe painful loss. It is 
also interesting to note that the mourning named here in 
this sermon is in the present tense which indicates the 
process of continual mourning. 

In keeping with the context of Christ's sermon, the 
kind of mourning mentioned in this passage is a 
mourning or sorrow for one's own sin. This mourning 
comes from a sense of our realization of sin. Our 
conscience is pricked because of sin as were those 
thousands on the day of Pentecost almost two thousand 
years ago (Acts 2:37). We are told in 2 Corinthians 7:10 
that godly sorrow worketh repentance. Unless one 
recognizes his sin and sees his utter inability to take sin 
away he will not mourn because of it. One that does not 
mourn over sin will see no need to repent and, one that 

(Continued on Page I 0) 
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"Blessed Are They That Mourn" 
(Continued from Page 9) 
will not repent cannot have forgiveness (Acts 2:38). 
Because of mourning over sin, our hearts are better 
prepared to apply the remedy for sin. 

There are three areas in which we may mourn. One, 
over our own sins: "There is none righteous, no not one" 
(Romans 3: I 0). Two, over the sins of others: Lot was sore 
distressed over the wicked in Sod om (2 Peter 2:7-8). And 
three, over the condition of the church: Paul expressed a 
care for all the churches (2 Corinthians II :28). In 
Galatians 4: II Paul was afraid he had bestowed labor in 
vain upon the churches of Galatia. Why then should 
brethren today become upset when faithful men -express 
anxiety over the church? 

Mourning and sorrow alone wil1 never make a person 
better. Those who mourn over their sins and do something 
about them will be comforted. Mourning is supposed to 
lead to comfort. When you get sick or feel pain, it causes you 
to seek help. As long as you can feel, there's still hope. 
When you no longer hurt, then there's a real problem. 
The same is true in the spiritual realm. As long as you are 
still able to mourn over sin, you can be comforted. Bad 
tasting medicine can cure one's ills. Painful surgery can 
save one's life. To mourn over sin will cause you to repent 
and obey. If your heart is still soft, you should mourn. To 
mourn will cause you to obey. To obey will mean you will 
be comforted. 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES) 

for PreacherJ_, Teachers_, Personal JFP orkers, 
Elders cuul DetlC01JS 

For Information Write 
C. M .. Horn~r. Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchaca Road. Austin. Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 27, 1984 and FEBRUARY I, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

Bro"'" Trail School ol' Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis;. Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPliCA liONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For lnform1t•on 1nd C1t1log Wr~te or C1ll 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Tr1il, B~dford 1rort Worth). Te•as 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

10 (979) 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

Mission 
Mississippi 

olia 
lie 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 21, 1984 



COME HEAR THESE OUTSTANDING MEN 

on the theme: 

" "TEACH ME THY WAY, 0 LORD • • • 

(Psalm 27:11; 119:33) 
Thursday. Marc h 1st 

9:00a.m. 
10:00 a.m . 
11:00 a.m. 
12:00/ 

1:30pm 
1:30 p.m. 
2·30 p.m 
3.30 p.m 

7:00p.m 
7:30p.m 
8:30p m 

Love ... . .... .. . .. ... . ................... Don Prather 
Marnage. Divorce and Remarnage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Moffitt 
The Grace of God •..... . .. . ................ Bill Jackson 
Through 30 Years of Preach1ng .... Southwest School of B1bhcal 

Stud1es Luncheon 
False Teachers .... . ............ . ....... . .. Dub McCl ish 
Oualif1cat1ons and Dulles of Deacons .. . ......... Berme Baur 
Elders. Thetr Lives and Problems ........... Robert Taylor. Jr. 

- 4:30/ Evenmg Meal and Break 
7:00p.m 

Congregational Smg1ng ........... . ...• . ..... Tom Kmght 
B1ble Authonty . .. . ...................... Johnny Ramsey 
The 1.000 Year Reign . . .................. . Wayne Jackson 

Friday. March' 2 

9:00a.m 
10:00 a.m 
11 :00a.m 
12:00/ 
1:30 p.m. 

t :30p.m 
2:30p.m. 
3:30p.m 

7:00p.m. 
7:30p.m 
8:30p.m 

Chnst . ................. . ... .. ............ Yates Folk 
The Vers1ons ..... . ................. . ... Wayne Jackson 
Responsibili ties of Preachers ............... Johnny Ramsey 
H umorous Th1ngs That Have . ...... "Sound Words" Luncheon 

Happened to Preachers 
Marnage. D1vorce and Remarnage ....... . ... . . Jerry Moff111 
B1bhca l Comm1t ment ..... . .................. Dav1d Lusk 
Keep1ng The Churc h Pure .... . .. .. ............ Bi ll Jackson 

4:30/ Even1ng Meal and Break 
7:00p.m 
Congregational Smg1ng . .... . ... . .... .. ....... Russ Teel 
The Need For Continued Restoration . . ...... Robert Taylor. Jr 
Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bobby Duncan 

Saturday. March 3 

9:00am 
10:00 a.m . 
11:00a.m 
12:00/ 
1:30 p.m 
1:30 p.m 
2:30p.m 
3:30p.m 

7:30p.m 
8:30p.m 

Oualif1cat10ns and Dut1es of Elders . . . . . . . Bobby Duncan 
Liberalism . .. . ............. ... .. . . ... Dub McClish 
The lnsHumental Mus1c Ouest1on .. . ........ Don Prather 
Pasl. Present and Future Restoration Restoration luncheon 

The Church ................... . ....... Don Walker 
D1SC1plesh1p ...... . .... ......... ...... .. Jack Pape 
Elder's and Preacher's W1ves . . . .... . .... . .. . Dav1d East 

4:30/ Evening Meal and Break 
7:00p.m . 
Unity and Fellowsh ip .... • . .... ....•.... Oran Rhodes 
Humamsm . . ................ • ....... Hugo McCord 

Sunday. March 4 

9:00a.m 
10:00 a.m. 
11:00/ 

2:00p.m 
2:00pm. 
3:00/ 
6:00p.m 
6:00pm 
6:30p.m. 
7:30pm 

The Local CongregatiOn .. .................. Dav1d East 
The Lord's Supper ... . . .. .............. Hugo McCord 
Congregational Gel Together For Noon Mea l 

B1ble Ouest1ons and Answers ......... •. .. H ugo McCord 
Break Belore Final Sess1ons 

Congrega tional S1ngmg (lord's Supper For PM ) . . Russ Teel 
Atheism's Most Influential Argu ment . . . . . . . . . Dave Collier 
The Home . .......... . ............... . Oran Rhodes 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

EMPLOYMENT: LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 

April 25, 1984- Aug . 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send fo r a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Re ligion, 
1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Sierra Children 's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Chnst1an couples and 
Individuals) Good pay and benefi ts. If 
In teres ted. contact Steve Bergman. 
Execu tive Director, at P. 0 . Box 597. 
Vacavi lle. CA 95688. or ca ll 707 / 448 · 
3557 . 

WE CAN HELP THEM! 
TM At.4 EN '-'•n•ttry works • •t h ta •thlul c:ongrao•t•ona ot the 

ChurC"'-1 o f Chult whou rntmbers on rn•lt tiry tnSI I II&ItOf'IS 
~ ara \UII II\Q 10 1\aiO yOur IOV~ OnU - U tha'r 1\a .. 
hatpe<l w u h tha tD.rttual ana phy1tcar nNds ot thou undt of 
otha ra duung tha Da ti hve yaatl Tl'us MN'•Ca ,, ' '"' 

S.nO na~. tomPIIIa aoctran. phone and mthtary H\llalllt ton: 
and aou•tull condtllon. ' ' kno wn 11ong w•lh your n1me and 1d· 
dteu to 

AMEN 
WHite·s FERRY ROAO 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Weal Monroe. lOUtlll ftl 7\ltt 

AmoricaJI MIUtary £v..,,.U.dnl Nati9u 

DEBATE 
15-Day Bible Land Tour 

A public d ebate on "Uncond it ional Salvation~· wi ll 
be conducted on Ma rch 12-13 , 15-1 6, 1984 , between 
Edd ie K. Ga rrett (Primitive Ba pti st) a nd Thomas N. 
Thrasher (Christian). T he sess io ns will be held in the 
building of the Piney Chapel church of Christ, 
Alaba ma Highway 20 (Alte rna te U.S. 72) , 
Hillsboro, Ala ba ma. This is a pprox ima tely 8 miles 
west of Decatur. Sessions a re to begi n at 7:30p.m. 
For additiona l informa tion, teleph one (205) 353-
3085. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 21, 1984 

lsree/ - Jorden - Greece - Egyp t 
April 15· 29, 798 4 

Round-trip per person $2395 
Dallas departure. Includes three meals per day, deluxe frve-star hoteb and 747 
JUmbo flight service - all tax os, visa, and tips aro includod in this $2395 package. 
New York departure only S2135. Pric~s bu~d on doubt~ occup.~ncy. 

For "" mlorm11tion •nd 
bra<h ure S«Jd 'fCXJf nwne. 11d · 
dtess and phontJ number to: 

Bible land Tour 
Bennie Whitehead 

P.O. Box 1060 
Abilene, Toxas 79604 

19151 677·6262 

Th.s• •r• only $Om• of thl $ighu th1t 

Israel 

c--. 
Goloot•• .Jore.nAove 

GorlloJ~~·s ltmb -Bt~ ~lthem Shieh 
Jontha -SN ol CIWtt s..... 

O...Sn ~I l ltlor , .. .., ... .., .... 
Cw ttebH>l 

Na:~rflh ....... 
Hoto ktd M~r 

you will vi#t: 

Egypt 
C..o 

Tflt!ipl'*'l• 
Pyrr.~Cs 

t-JC' fWtf 
E;ypbatl MJSII.t!l 

_,empr.rs 
S.Uwo 

Jordan 
-.. ..,.., 
""" "' .... 

Athans 
~ ....... 

lf'IIAt~ 
lht PWJ~ero'l 

Cctml> 
tt.t~arolt.nchrtM 
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THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
April 12-15, 1984 

Theme: ''The Church- Challenged by Current Issues" 

Wednesday, April 11th 
· 7:30p.m. -The authority of the Bible ........ jerry Moffitt 

Thursday, April 12th 
1:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Personal 

Evangelism ................................ jack Grimes 
2:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Mormonism Wendell Winkler 
3:30p.m.- Thrust Hour: The Challenge of 

Premillennialism ......................... Oran Rhodes 
7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Worldliness in the 

Kingdom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Johnny Ramsey 
8:15p.m. -The Challenge and Problem of 

liberalism ........................... Andrew Connally 

Friday, April 13th 
9:00 a.m. - The Challenge of Anti-ism •........ Bill jackson 

10:00 a.m. -The Challenge of jehovah's 
Witnesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 

11:00 a.m.- The Challenge of Church Discipline W. R. Craig 
1:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Theistic 

Evolution ................................... Paul Sain 
2:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Seventh-Day 

Adventism .............................. Goebel Music 
3:30 p.m. - Thrust Hour: The Challenge of the Max 

King Doctrine ......................... Gary Workman 
Challenges to the Home Today (Ladies) ...•.. Irene Taylor 

7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Humanism .•.. Robert Taylor 
8:15p.m. -Jesus Christ-The Son of God ... Hugo McCord 

Saturday, April 14th 
9:00 a.m. - Challenges to our Spirituality ...... Frank Dunn 

10:00 a.m. - The Challenge of the Bible School . Mark Lewis 
11:00 a.m.- The Challenge of Modern 

Versions ................•.....•........• Robert Taylor 
The Challenge of Restoring the Home (Ladies) Irene Taylor 

-OPEN TIME-

(2:30 p.m. - "The Generation Gap" - a lesson to area 
young people) ......................... Hugo McCord 

7:30 p.m. - The Challenge to Elders' 
Authority .............••............... Hugo McCord 

8:15 p.m. -The Geology of the Church .... Guy N. Woods 

Sunday, April 15th 
9:30 a.m. - (Combined Classes) - The Challenge to 

PREACH THE WORD!. ..................• Perry Cotham 
10:30 a.m. - The Dogmatism of Modern 

Science ............•................... Guy N. Woods 

-congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m. - Questions and Answers ........ Guy N. Woods 
6:00p.m.- A Heart-Written Covenant ..... Hugo McCord 
7:00 p.m. - The Challenge to God's Marriage 

Law ................................... Chuck Horner 

LECTURES WILL BE PRINTED ............ TAPES AVAILABLE 

••••••••••••••• 
Accommodations in homes of members. 
Vans, self-contained campers welcomed. 
Exhibit space available - on prior approval. 

HAVE YOU HAD A 

Three Unusual Days 
CALL 501/2687351 MEETING YET? 

.4U..om.t lhr,.,•m 

... ~:-h'"''"'' '".,f Rl .. f~q'~"" 
Undergraduate 

& Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 
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AM. 8 A. 8 S. MA. M Th 
'''" Sc-ttol.lr!ChiDJ Avd,lflllle fcH '''" ''"'" Stulftmh ,,, A,f,.,,, C:11mpu' 

(il ApptOvPd (lll Cr~mpu~ Prnqt;tnt.\ AvA,I.tfllr 

Coli Collecllor Dr. Rex A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Allanlo Highway. Montgomery. Al 36117 

CONTACT: Bill Jackson, Director 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 

Order by phone Toil-free 

1-800-874-1804 

ATTENTION ELDERSI 
Every Congregation Needs Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 
Ralph A. Casey (404) 449-1202 
(665 workshops in 31 states with 
13,000 participating songleaders) 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 21, 1984 



THRU AGE 49 
AGE 50 & UP 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

$100 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65.18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58.18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most States) 

. .... LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1 ,000,000 

..... GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

..... OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

•••••cEA DENTAL PLAN- SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/ 947-5403 

(MONTHLY) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or all for det1ila. P. 0. BOX 24246 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 

NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-417 4 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

FIRM FOUNDATION- FEBRUARY 21, 1984 

Ml FEATURES: 
Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

Interim Financing Available 

Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

13 (982] 



NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas "~701 
( 214) 561 - 5~:10 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We ~cc p o n hand regular!~ a >llppl y ol 
fresh. pure. unlca\ enetl bread for com

rnunwn purpo>c,. Ek\cn wakr> tn the 
>mall canon ;tnd three ol the>e canon> to 
the large can on a ll ca refully >ealcd >O 
it will keep intlcfinitdy. E\ery congrega
tion >hould haw on hand a good ' upply a t 
all time>. I' rice: Large canon eac.:h S.\ . 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl. 32523 

. ........, FIRM FOUNDATION ~-

~~ '~ ''"'""~~~~~.~9~"~~'~"'""''' ' ' ' ' ~ ~nltatlon and s"cked for e;o.sy hM dllng 

~ Altl"tlvely designed- These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
a gl;o.ssllke appearance 

~ Dlspo .. ble - No w;o.shlng- saves time. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only abo ut a penny per cup 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of S 13.95 per thousand 
OlDll A YlAl"S SUPPlY TODAY 

fhmlbund~Uon r ublt\ hlng Houu · rQ Bo x 0 10 Au !.Uf'l f~AA\ 78 707 

Oklahoma 
Christian College 

is seeking a specia list in 
marketing for one of the 
fastest growing programs in 
the dynamic OCC Business 
Division. Rank and salary are 
dependent on experience and 
degrees. For further informa
tion contact the Academic 
Dean at Oklahoma Christian · 
College , R 1, Box 141, 
Oklahoma City, OK 731 11 or 
call 405/478-1661 ext. 440. 
OCC is an equal opportunity employer. 

Only 50 copies left! 

VOICES CRYING 
IN THE WILDERNESS 

by David Roper 

$15.95 
A correlation of U.S., British, and Au
stralian restorat ion movements. 
Material not found anywhere else. 
Quality binding, 475 pages, 67 charts 
and pictures. Soon to become a col
lector's item. Order from your favorite 
bookstore or from David Roper; P. 0 . 
Box 865; Hurst, TX 76053 (dealers, 
ask for discount). 

A GREAT NEW COMMENTARY ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 
Edited by 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren 

NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

e Permanent record of the Eighth Annual Spir itual Sword 
Lectureship, of the Getwell Church of Chr ist, M emphis, 
Tennessee. 

• The 36 writers are: C. W . Bradley, Robert Brown, 
Franklin Camp, Curtis Cates, Winford Claiborne, Gary 
Col ley, Darrell Con ley, Andrew Connally, Phil Davis, 
Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Garland Elkins. Ra lph 
Gilmore, Dan Goddard. Vi rgil Hale, A lan Highers, Terry 
Hightower, Bill J ackson, Glenn Jobe. Kenneth Jones. 
Dub McClish, Noel Merideth, Max Miller, J erry Moffitt, 
Gobel Music, Flavil Nichols, Charles Pugh, Paul Sain, 
Billy Smith, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, Rex Turner. Sr., 
Thomas B. Warren, Char les Wil liams, Wendell Wink ler, 
Gary Workman. 

• Written by 36 Bible scholars- all faithfu l members of 
the Lord"s church. 

• An exposition of the entire book of Romans. 
• 367 pages; 37 chapters. 
• One chapter dea ls with introductory matters. 
• One chapter sets out an over-al l look at Romans. 
• Twenty-five chapters set out an exposition of the sixteen 

chapters ot the book ot Romans. 
• Ten chapte rs set out an intensive look at a particular 

doctrine (for example. truth, the covenants, sa lva tion . 
the Christian li fe, etc.). w hich is dea lt wi th in the book 
of Romans. 

order from 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0. BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

~ FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS l.!!!:J Beautifully bound in blue cl oth with gold lettering $14.95 (plus $1.25 postage and handling) 
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c L A S S l ·f I E D 
Advertising in this section is $200 per line. Special discou-nt: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA- ANCHORAGE CHURCH Of CHRIST, 2700 DeBarr 
Rd •• 99508. Will contact relatives or friends in Alaska. Glenn 
Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272· 7684 or 563· 7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 
3830 N ... E:' St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wad. 
7:00P.M. Call883·2550 or Bill Bridges, Min. 793-7054. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·986-5800. 2707 S. 

Lamar. St., Denver. CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufiey Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 456-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M •• Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 
P.M •• Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, 
Evangelllt. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola. Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453·3426 

Full2 year program, V.A. approved. Max R. Miller. Director. 

BREWER, MAINE- 241 Contar St .. V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
classas. 1 0:15; Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207·989·2639, or 
886-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to tho 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Vlrslna, Eut Bristol ChuKh of Christ just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 1·703·669· 
1896. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville. Alabama 36803 
(206) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M .• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw. Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
16036 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston. Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M •• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M .• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, 
EvangeUit. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M •• Worship 11 :00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M .. Wednesday Bible Study 7:46P.M. Fred Davia. 
Evangelllt. 

LB.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 
462-0467. 

METRo-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 

4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
8900 Mancflaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78746 

C. M. Homer. Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material 
and testa. Also you may join our Tape·A·Month Club and 
receive apeclal lessons on many subjects. For Free 

· Information write: Sunset Church of Christ. 2432 27th St .• 
Lubbock. TX 79411. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-FEBRUARY 21, 1984 

PREACHERS WANTED 
MATURE EVANGEUST WANTED. Sound In Doctrine. Extensive 
Bible Knowledge md form~ educllfon required. Send resume, 
family picture and sermon lesson cassettes to: Elders; Salt Ulce 
City Church of Chrf1t; 662 East 1300 South; Salt Ulce Oty, Ut£h 
84105. 

Minister needed for congreptlon fn Wise County, VIrginia 
which has m active bus ministry and approxhnateJy 12Sin Scm day 
~lng attendmce. Send further Inquiries to Wise County 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 1678, Wise, VIrginia 24293, Attention: 
S. Hoyt WUUams, or all 71D-:D8-8253 or 71D-:D8-3958. 

PREACHER WANTED: Preacher for rural congreptlon. Man 
with experience. Have new church building and preachers 
home. Can pay reasonable salary. Crodett Church of Christ, 
Route 2, Box 253A, Senatobia, M&s. 38668, phone 601·562-8341. 

RIO VISTA, TEXAS church Is seeking a full time prwcher. Write: 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 157 RJo Vista, TX 76093 or all (817) 
373-2766. 

ScmU congreptlon on west coat is seeking a preacher to locate 
with us. He wfD need pudal support. Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedsport, OR '¥1467, or caD (503) 271-2285 collect. 

The Elm St. ChuKh of Christ is seeldng a mature Gospel prwcher 
with at least S yean experience. Must be a family man, worked 
with an eldership, and able to condud a radio program. 
Congreptlon approx. 150. Position awaJiable after July 1, 1984. 
Salary negotiable. Send resume md t£pe to 1321 E. Sm SL, Lima, 
Ohio 45804. 

We need an experienced builder In the body of OtrlsL If you 
expect aMWers to prayer; and ff you're strong, sound for the 
Lord. We have need for your Cod given preaching talents. Please 
contac:t the: Cr&lum OtUKh of Christ; 9524-224th Street Eut, 
Craham, Wah. 98:Da, (206) 847-9643. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
A retired CaterpUiu man, age 57, desires fuD time preaching. 
Approx. 25 yean experience. Write or caii854-61:J1, 820 Franklin 
St., Kewanee, 10. 61443. 

EVANGEUST AVAILABLE PART OR FULL nME. 11 yean 
exper~ce. 55 years and married. Brown TnD School of 
Pre&chlng graduate. Warmer dlmate desired. Have own 
personal support except for apartment and utilities. Conhtd H. J, 
Sarpnt, 2011 Mlstkslppf St., La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601. Phone 
AC 608-~7957. 

Mature, experienced prwcher desires a congreption. Strong 
personal worker. c&l T. A. Grice (817) 8!&5852. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE. Dave WiUiamson, age 31, graduate of 
Preaching School with 3 )'earl experience. married, two boys. 
250l5 1081h 5.E., F-107, Kent, WA 98031. (206) 852-2303. 

Retired public ac:hool teachen, Mr. and Mrs. RoDin R. Stewart, 
RL 1, Bo• 132, Arbntu aty, Kansas 67005, phone (316) 442-5028, 
wish to sene the lord by workfns, without remuneration, In a 
small congreptlon of Christians that Is not flnanciaOy able to 
support a preacher. A travel trailer hook-up, eJedrlclty, water 
and sewer, must be available. We would prefer a soutbwestern 
area such a New Mexico or Arizona. Please contact the elden of 
the ChuKh of Christ, 2700 N. Summit St.. Arbnus City, Kansas 
67005. for references: Loren Crimes, (316) 442-6523; Judson 
SUott, (316) 442-o787; Maurice Boswell, (316) 442-0854. 

FOR SALE 
ELDERS AND AUTHORITY: For a typed, 11-page dltc:ussJon of 
elders and authority, send $2.00 to: "Elders", 1413 5.E. Melmut 
Drive, Buhesvllle, OK 74006. 

The Case For The Chrisdan Polkeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
86.00 + ~postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BULLETIN DIGEST - Used extensively In prepufns chuKh 
bulletins, sermon and Bible dasa prepullfon, devotional talb, 
personal spiritual growth, famUy devotionals, etc. A 24-page 
monthly publication. Consbb of gleanings of the best &om 
church bulletins througbout the brotherhood. More than 30 
authors uc:h month. Plus dlp-&rt and other features. )lmes M. 
s.npson, ecfltcw, One year $7.00; two sample copies $1.00. Send 
to: Bulletin Dflest, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo, NE 68813. 

CASS01E TAPE CATALOC: New &om Northelll SchOol of 
Biblical Studies. for your Free Copy write to: UFE 
COMMUNICAnONS, P. 0. Box 655, Olfton Parle, NY 12065. 

SementMy Principal wmted. Only those appBcanb who poaesa 
or are eUglble for a certificate need apply. Redland Christian 
Academy, 17700 S.W. 280 Street. Homestead, Florida 33031. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Head cook opening for mature 
Chrlstllltl with some e•perience fn food prep.vllfon for luse 
groups. Excellent pay, room and board provided. WUl conskler 
husbmd and wife team. FuU time summer, and put time wfnler 
week-ends. Send letter of application, with quaflflc:atlons to 
IRON SPRINGS CHRimAN CAMP, RL 2, Box 148 K, Whitney, 
Texas 76692, or afl817-694-2719. 

FREEl Small congregation In mission field needs a FREE bus or 
busses. Currently picking up 40·60 on Wednesday nights. 
Want to do mission work7 Contact Church of Christ. Box 
213, Sabetha. KS 66634 or call 913·284·2022 or 402-866· 
4376. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe to7 

In desperate need of Hnmdalsupport for husband and wife. 
Both studenb at White's ferry Road School of BibUcal StudJes. 
For more Information write: Christopher and Vicki Spahr, 7QSA 
Spiane Drive, West Monroe, LA 71291. (318) 388-4647. 

INVESTICATEilhe Firm Foundalion tries to screen advatblns, 
and wfD not knowlnsly take questionable advertlslns. But It Is the 
reader's raponsiblnty to Investigate. Ulce any other paper, we 
sometimes unwlttlnsJy run an unworthy ad. AI the old saying 
pes, before you Invest, lnvestlptel 

JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELAnON: Story of redemption 
(Cod's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies by Larry Deason In his 
ministry as Dean of the Northeast School of Blbllcal Studies &t 
Olfton Parle, NY. 52 complete lessons lead you thru the Bible 
twice in one year. 34 cassette lapel with 2m page study guide 
complete with out!Jnes. Ideal for Adult Bible Claues, or Bible 
CoUeges. Includes :J.drawer storage case. $88.00 postpaid. Order 
from: Life Communications, Box 655, Olfton Parle, NY 12065. 

Let's all build the Arm Foundation. Subscribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subsCribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Yean $33.00. 
Oub Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Consregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. ChUrches may be billed monthly at 24 
cents per issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 per year 
per subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) fs mailed to one address. 
Churches may be biDed monthly at 22 cents per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membenhlp directory of the Lord's Church 
where you worship. 5peecly service, reasonable prke. Send for 
Information and free sample directory. Spangler ChuKh 
Directory Prindng Semce, P. 0. Box 1710, Au bum, CA 95603 or 
call (916} BS5776. 

POsmON AVAILABLE for fall semester 1984. lnstrudor In 
Computer Science. Master's degree required. Must be quaiHied 
to teach computer tdence courses at collese leveL Contact Dr. 
Mabrey L Miller, VIce President for Academk Affairs, York 
CoDege, York, NE 68467. 

PROCRAM DIRECTOR NEB)ED: Timothy HID Chfldren's Ranch, 
Riverhead, New York, Is looking for a M.S.W. to direct the child 
are and social work program. If Interested, conhtd Jerry HID al 
(516) 369-1190. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, apeciaOy older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

SINGLES - For list of those desiring to correspond with other 
tingles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box fJ111, Perry, OK 
73077. Indicate whether you would like to be lndudecl on llsL 
Give age • optionaL 

"THE HEART WRinNG MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Gafus Fund for Needy Minilters. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 118BO Greenville Ave., Suite #106: 
Dallas, TX 76243. 

WANTED: Christian School Administrator, excellent 
opportunity In Colorful Colorado for Individual with Preschool 
thru MldcDe School Background. Send Resume and Photo lo: 
David Henson, P. 0. Box 5324, Englewood, Colorado 80155. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free feather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery. Box 2486, AbfJena. Texas 
79604. 
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ANNOUNCING 

1984 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(222) 
SOUTH AMERICA 
March 24-April 13, 1984 

Visi ting Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, Peru, 
Ecuador and the Galapagos Island 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

(216) 
NINTH ANNUAL 

HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
April 4-19, 1984 

Visiting Israel, Egypt and Athens 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(225) 
HOLY LAND, EGYPT 

AND ATHENS 
April 21 - May 2, 1984 

Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Terry Johnson 
and Mr. and Mrs. Guy Rose 

Sponsored by Oklahoma Christian College 

(226) 
SPRINGTIME IN THE ALPS 

May 19-27, 1984 
Including the Oberammergau Passion Play 
Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. William Teague 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(227) 
INDEPTH HOLY LAND 

STUDY TOUR 
June 1-14, 1984 

Escorted by Dr. B. J. Humble 

(240) 
SCANDINAVIAN 
WONDERLANDS 

June 4-18, 1984 
Visiting Norway, Sweden. Denmark 

Escorted by Dr. Joe D. Schubert 
Center for Church Growth, Houston 

(207) 
NINTH ANNUAL 

HOLYLANDSTUDYTOUR 
June 10-21, 1984 

Featuring Israel, Egypt and Rome 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(228) 
THE BRITISH ISLES 

June 10-23, 1984 
Including 

England, Wales and Scotland 
Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Steven Lemley 

Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(229) 
HOLY LAND 

AND OBERAMMERGAU 
June 10-22, 1984 

Including the World Famous Passion Play 
Escorted by Harold Taylor 

and Thomas Campbell 

r--- -----CLIP AND MAIL FOR FR EE BROCHURES--~-""F..,F-10-_1-1-43-'"" 

Fowler Tours 
13101 Preston Rd., Suite 411 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
(214) 387-3081 

INDICATE TOUR NUMBER OF BROCHURES DESIRED (FREE) 

NAME--------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS ______________________________________________ _ 

CITY, STATE, Zl P ------------------------------------------

(230) 
THE BEST OF THE ORIENT 

June 9-27, 1984 
Visiting People's Republic of China, Japan 

and Hong Kong 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 
Sponsored by the World Christian 

Broadcasting Corporation 

(231) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES OF 
HAWAII 

June 20-30, 1984 
Visiting Oahu, Kauai, Hawaii, Maul 

Escorted by Ralph and Margaret Casey 

(232) 
BLUE DANUBE 
LECTURESHIP 

July 13-28, 1984 
Visiting England, France, Switzerland, 

Austria. Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
Escorted by Will Goodheer and Other 

Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(208) 
HEART OF EUROPE TOUR 

July 13, 26, 1984 
Visi ting Holland. Germany, Austria. 

Lichtenstein, Switzerland, France and 
England, Includes the 

Oberammergau Passion Play 

(233) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL ALASKA 

July 31 -Aug. 10, 1984 
Visiting Seattle, Anchorage, Denali Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse, plus 4 day Inside 

Passage Cruise 

(235) 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

Sept. 24 - Oct. 3, 1984 
Visiting Washington, D.C .. New York, New 

Hampshire. Vermont, Massachusetts 
Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 
Editor. "Voice of Freedom" 

(234) 
AROUND THE WORLD 

October 1-29, 1984 
Visiting Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, 

Nepal, India. Kashmire and Europe 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

Fowler Tours 

(217) 
NINTH ANNUAL FOWLER 

HOLY LAND STUDY TOURS 
November 1-16 

Visit ing Israel, Egypt, Greece 
Escorted by Clem Thurman and other 

well-known Tour Hosts 
Sponsored by Gospel Minutes 
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CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
Jim Dobbs 

Opinions are formed by various influences on the 
mind. Those influences may be conversations heard, 
things read, things seen, or things experienced. The 
opinions formed as a result of influences on the mind will, 
in turn, affect decision-making, action, and, ultimately, 
the life. We have opinions about almost everything. We 
have been influenced by many things. Our opinions may 
be good ones or bad ones. That is, they may be reasonable 
and proper, or otherwise. It is obviously important that 
we must be aware of the things that impinge upon our 
minds. If there is a steady stream of the wrong kind of 
influence upon the mind, the life so affected may be 
disastrous. 

All of us are a ware of this. We try to be especially 
careful about the things to which our children are 
exposed. We don't want them to see too much violence on 
television. We don't want them to absorb wrong ideas 
about sex. We, as good parents, try to monitor their 
television-watching, their movie-going, their reading 
material, and the kinds of persons with whom they are 
associating. We know that if trash goes into their minds, 
their lives may become garbage dumps. 

And it is just as true for adults as for children. What we 
~ee is what we get, along with what we hear and read. 
There are even influences that deliberately seek to sway 
or change our opinions: newspaper editorials, television 
commentators, educators, preachers, to name a few. It is 
a foolish adult, indeed, who does not do some rigorous 
monitoring and censoring of the things that go into his 
mind. He may be exposed to all sorts of influences, all 
sorts of ideas, but if he is wise he will do a good bit of 
editing before he accepts any notion as part of the 
structure of his thinking. Probably far too many of us are 
simply too uncritical as to the influences presenting 
themselves to us from many different sources. We ought 
to be concerned about that. All our opinions should not 

be formed by the world and its media. There must be, for 
the person who cares about his soul, much input to the 
mind from sources that will nurture spiritual thinking 
and encourage Christ-like living. 

In addition to regular Bible reading in the home, there 
are other excellent sources for spiritual opinion-forming. 
Good Christian literature is abundant. Books, tracts, 
journals and other material are being published at a good 
clip today. With just a little discrimination, one can find 
much excellent material to read. · 

The FIRM FOUNDATION is an outstanding journal 
for the purposes we have been discussing. Under the 
careful editorship of WilliamS. Cline, this 100-year-old 
paper offers really solid teaching articles that will be 
beneficial to anyone who reads them. The 
FOUNDATION is positive in outlook and staffed by 
writers who have a healthy respect for God's word. Their 
printed discussions are encouraging and enlightening. 
Their voices do not give an uncertain sound. The 
influence of the FIRM FOUNDATION will not serve to 
question the inspiration of the scripture or undermine the 
faith of its readers. Conversely, it will encourage Bible 
study and, therefore, contribute to the spiritual strength 
of those who read it. As issues arise in the brotherhood 
(and they always have from the very beginning of the 
church!) the FOUNDATION will come down on the side 
of scriptural authority every time. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Christian Literature ......••••••.••••.....•••••...••••••••••• I 
Editoriai...Church Government •••.••••.....•••••.•....••••••• 2 
That's What You Get •........••••••••....•.••••.•..•..•••••• 5 
Life With Gusto('!) .•••..•..••••.•••••.•..••••••.••....•.•••. 6 
Prepared For Departure ...•..••••••...••....•••••....•••••.• 7 
The Thirty Pieces Of Silver .•...•••••...••..••••••......•••••. 9 
"His Own Would Not Receive Him ............................ 10 
Love - Agapao & Phileo ...•.•.......•.•..•••••...........•. II 



Willit~.tJJr S~ Clinfl~· ;'f:i!ltor. · 
··John :Q. 'Ptipla. Ass(J~itite Editor 

Jiin Dobbs 
Jo~ .Gilman~ 
'Bt~ll Vic:k 

Thomds B. Wdrren 
H. Ddni~l D~nhc1m, foreign 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

Curtis Cates 
Winfred Clark 
James Burton Coffman 
Andrew Connally · · 
Y:J.R.~ craig 
Roy Deaver 
George DeHoff 
H. A. ·(Buster) Dobbs 
Garland Elkins 
:Gil.berl~p."Gough 
RogeJ~ Jackson 
Wayne Jackson 
W. N. Jackson 
Mark lewis 
Max· R. Miller 
Jerry ·Moffitt · 
DubM¢Ciish 
Ray Peters 
Johnny Ramsey 
Robert R. Taylor 
:Ernest· Underwood 
Gary Workman 

FIRM 'fOUNDA noN 
\olunw 101 (U~PS· 191~120) Number 9. 

Published weekly~ except the . last Tuesday in 
December by the firni Foundation Publishing House, 
Austin. Tex~. Second Class Postage;paid at Austin, 
Texas and .at additio~al 111ailing offic~. 

MAIUNG ADDRESS· . 
~stOfflceBox'610, Austin, Texas-78767 

Post Offlce~Sox :17200; PensacQia' Fl, 32522 

1ERM$ef SUBSCRU'TION 
Single subscription. $12.00 per year .. Ciub rate, $11.00 
per year in clubs of five or more. Congregational rate. 
$10;00 per ,family· per- year. foreign subsaiption, 

: $14;00~ The date on ypur address labetshows the. time 
,,-to-which ·lour subSc;ription is paid._ 

BUNDLE RATES •.. 
In bundles of ten or more copie~ sent to one 

address: i2 cents per copy. · -

'POSTMASTER: Send address changes to FIRM 
:FOUNDATION. P.· 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
; 32522. 

2 (987) 

t,lli t aria I ... 

CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
The government ordained of God for the New Testament church is a 

protective shield that preserves the church from apostasy. It is a system of 
checks and counterchecks. It is designed to maintain the equilibrium and 
stability of the kingdom of heaven and keep the church on her appointed 
course. 

There are three major parts of church polity. Each part must function 
in its intended way in order for the church to be in good repair. 

The three major components of church government are: The 
membership of a local church: The eldership of a local church: And the 
evangelist in a local church. 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 

I use the word church, as all of my brethren who understand the 
undenominational nature of the church do, to mean the saved in a given 
community who have banded themselves together, under the law of God, 
to worship. grow and serve. I use the word in exactly the same sense the 
apostle Paul employed the term when he spoke of "the church of God 
which is at Corinth "(I Corinthians I :2). The local church is a segment of 
the universal body of the Lord. 

It is always the business of the church to choose her servants. In the 
beginning of the gospel, the local body of believers were commanded to 
select those who were to be involved in handling the affairs of the 
congregation. 

A notable example of this is in the sixth chapter of the book containing 
a record of some of the acts of some of the apostles. The church in 
Jerusalem was undergoing a time of distress and potential trouble. Some 
of the brethren were under the misapprehension that widows of their 
culture were being neglected in the daily distribution of material goods, 
and lodged a complaint. This dangerous and explosive situation 
threatened the peace and harmony of the infant church. 

The apsotles of Christ told the saints to "Look ye out therefore, 
brethren, from among you seven men of good report,fu/1 of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business" (Acts 6:3). 

If there was ever a time in the history of the church when it would have 
been acceptable for a few members of the church to make a selection for 
the whole church. this would have been the time. The entire college of the 
apostles was present. They were being guided into all truth by the 
Comforter. They had the respect and confidence of all the saved. Their 
decision would have been accepted without question, displeasure or 
annoyance. But the apostles did not presume. even under these 
circumstances. to pick out for the church the men who were to serve the 
interest of the church. 

No indeed. but instead they made it the duty of the members of the 
local church to select their own servants. 
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Let us learn from this example that it is never proper 
for the evangelist, the existing elders (if such there be), or 
for any person or persons to make a choice for the local 
church in selecting those who are to hold an office in the 
church, except, of course, as such might be necessary in 
the nature of the work to be done and in order to protect 
the integrity of the office being exercised. This point will 
be explained more fully as we proceed in our study. 

This conclusion is fortified by the fact that Paul, in 
arranging for a contribution from Gentile churches to 
provide for the churches in Jerusalem and Judea, wrote, 
"And when I arrive, whomsoever ye shall approve, them 
will I send with leiters to carry your bounty unto 
Jerusalem: and if it be meet for me to go also, they shall 
go with me" (I Corinthians 16:3, 4 ). 

The New Testament does not tell us what method or 
arrangement is to be used in enabling the local church to 
elect those who are to hold an office within the church. 
Any system that allows the church to make a free and 
uninhibited choice, and that does not violate some other 
rule of the New Testament, is a proper system. 

The critical thing is that the decision be the decision of 
the local church and not that of some party within the 
local church. 

It boils down, at least in part, to this, that the local 
church is to jealously guard its God-given right and 
responsibility to select the men who are to serve as elders. 
The importance of this will be appreciated more fully as 
we unfold more Bible teaching about the government of a 
local church. 

THE ELDERS 

Elders are to be selected by the members of the local 
church and, having been selected, they are to be 
appointed by the local evangelist. 

There is a well known and often documented difference 
between selecting and appointing. Remember the 
apostles said to the redeemed in Jerusalem "Look ye out 
therefore, brethren, from among you seven men of good 
repo~t. full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business·: uvou brethren select the 
men". said the apostles. ~~and we will appoint them··. 
Jesus said to his apostles "Ye did not choose n1e, but I 
chose you, and appointed you ... " (John 15: 16). The 
choosing was one thing and the appointing was another 
and different thing. 

It is the business of the local evangelist to appoint to 
their office the men the church may choose to be elders. 
Paul told Titus. "thou .\'hou/de.\'1 set in order the thing.\' 
that \\'£'1"£' \\'CIIlting, and appoinl elders in e\'ery city. as I 
ga,•e the£' charge" (Titus I :5). 
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The church chooses the men to be ordained and the 
evangelist appoints them. 

The appointment or ordination, consists of any orderly 
and dignified public announcement. And when the public 
pronouncement is made, those who have been selected by 
the church then take up their duties and begin to exercise 
the function and power of their office. 

THE EVANGELIST 

The evangelist is both selected and appointed by the 
elders -just as Jesus both selected and appointed the 
apostles. This is a necessary arrangement in the nature of 
the office of elders. 

The Almighty has made it the duty of elders to control 
the teaching program of the church. This is made clear in 
the charge given to the Ephesian elders . ., Take heed unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord 
which he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). 

HTo feed the church of the Lord" is to provide 
pasturage. The elders have the prerogative and the 
particular task of deciding who is to fill any teaching 
position within the church. It is not necessary for the 
elders to personally do all of the teaching, but it is their 
obligation to see that it is done and to appoint who is to 
do it. The elders have a very special responsibility to feed 
the church sound doctrine. 

The elders are the shepherds of the flock. It is the work 
of shepherds to guide the flock into pleasant pastures 
where the sheep and the lambs may eat and drink and 
grow fat and sleek. The elders are to stand guard lest 
wolves enter in among the flock and tear and destroy 
those for whom Christ died. Elders are to "convict th~ 
gainsayers". 

The church must always choose her servants, but 
because of the duty of pastors to feed the flock the elders 
must reserve to themselves the right to designate who is to 
teach publicly in the church and who is to not be used in 
such teaching. This exception is a necessary one. 

The elders have not only the right. but also the duty of 
hiring the preacher and it is within their exclusive 
province to determine when a change is in order. 

BALANCES and COUNTERBALANCES 

The Bible clearly teaches the possibility of fatal 
apostasy - none is exempt. Elders may b~co~e 
unqualified. If angels in heaven could .fall from t~ear hagh 
estate and render themselves unfit for thear lofty 
positions. then it would be absurd to think that :Iders on 
earth ... mere men in the flesh - could not tall from 
grace. (Continued on Page 4) 
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Church Government 
(Continued from Page 3) 

What happens when an elder is unfit for his office? 
How is he to be removed from his position? 

The thing created is never greater than its creator. This 
is self-evident and needs no more than a mere 
pronouncement. If the church chooses her elders, she 
certainly has the right to remove them when it is 
necessary to do so. 

But what is the process? How may it be accomplished? 
Paul told Timothy, and thereby every preacher, "Against 
an elder receive not an accusation, except at the mouth of 
two or three witnesses. Them that sin reprove in the sight 
of all, that the rest also may be infear"(I Timothy 5:19, 
20). 

Preachers are not to receive accusations against elders 
-that's the rule! The exception to the rule is when the 
accusation is made at the mouth of two or three 
witnesses. The two or three witnesses bring to mind the 
instructions of Matthew 18: 15-20. But in the case of an 
elder, the witnesses bring the accusation to the preacher 
rather than to the assembly. This is fitting and proper 
because, first and most important, the Bible requires it, 
but also because it was the evangelist who publicly 
appointed the elder to his office, and, if the elder must be 
removed, it is the preacher who is to administer a public 
rebuke. The evangelist publicly appoints him and, when 
necessary, publicly rebukes him. 

The implication is that when the evangelist, being 
supported by two or three witnesses, finds the elder to be 
unfit and must discharge the painful duty of publicly 
rebuking him, the church will then exercise its power to 
remove such a one from his office. Anytime the preacher 
must rebuke an elder, in the sight of all, the elder has lost 
his power to lead the flock and must step down. 

Preachers can also disgrace themselves and their high 
office. The evangelist holds an important office of great 
influence and power within the church. Therefore does 
Paul tell Titus, "These things speak and exhort and 
reprove with all authority. Let no man despise thee" 
(Titus 2: 15). 

What if the preacher fails to proclaim healthful teach
ing'? If he presents a different gospel, which is not another 
gospel, but a perversion, of the gospel then he may not be 
allowed to continue in his position. Or, if he fails to live 
up to his high, heavenly and holy calling, then he must 
not be allowed to be a blot on the bride of Jesus, but must 
be purged. 

It is the sacred duty of every saint to listen carefully to 
the public teaching and compare it to the Bible. If the 
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Bereans were commended for studying the word of God 
daily to see if the things taught by the apostle Paul were 
so, then it is surely in order for the disciples of today to 
study the word of God to see if the things taught by the 
local evangelist are according to the truth. 

Any member of the local church should be able to go to 
the evangelist and, in a spirit of meekness, study with him 
in order to determine the correctness of any teaching. 

But what if the preacher is wrong and will not hear; 
what if he is in sin and will not repent? Then, following 
the teaching of Matthew 18, two or three must bear 
witness before the elders (who have the responsibility of 
feeding the flock). And if the accusations are true, the 
preacher must be corrected or removed or both. No 
preacher should ever be allowed to lead a congregation 
down the road to apostasy and to hell. 

Now we are beginning to see the power and the beauty 
of God's perfect plan for church government. 

The elders act as a guide and check on the church and 
on the preacher. The church is a check on the elders. The 
elders appoint and remove the preacher and thereby are a 
check on the evangelist. The evangelist, through his 
faithful teaching, is a check on the congregation. The 
congregation, in turn, is a check on the preacher. And the 
evangelist, by his public rebuke of a sinful elder is a check 
on the elders. It is a system of checks and counterchecks, 
of balances and counterbalances. We cannot improve 
upon the divine plan for the government of the church. 
Nor dare we try! 

• 
Christian Literature 
(Continued from Page I) 

-H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 

This is the kind of literature needed in the homes of all 
Christians. It will help to offset the input from the world 
that so insistently woos us away from Christ and the 
church. Elders would do well by members where they are 
overseers in providing the FIRM FOUNDATION, 
either in bundles to be distributed at the church building, 
or by arranging to have the FOUNDATION mailed 
directly to the homes of members. The church could not 
find a better way to spend money devoted to the religious 
instruction of its members. 

And, of course, individual subscription is encouraged. 
Whatever can be done to build the circulation of the 
FOUNDATION by any of its friends is welcomed. The 
influence of this paper should be widely felt for the sake 
of the good it can do, the attitudes it can help build, and 
the truth it can teach. 

Fleetwood Church of Christ 
Houston, Texas • 
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THAT'S WHAT YOU GET 
Dub McClish 

Do you ever look at your friends and neighbors and 
wonder how they have nicer clothes. a bigger car. a finer 
house. take an expensive vacatien every year and eat 
better than you'! And yet. they make about the same 
salary'! Then you think of one great difference. They 
don't give a dime to advance the cause of Christ. After all, 
$150 to $250 per month would buy a lot of .. stuff., But it 
will also preach a lot of gospel. and there's great 
satisfaction in that! That's one thing you get for being a 
Christian. 

Ha\·e you e\'er gone to the office or company party 
where the cocktails were plentiful and the pressure to 
drink them was powerful'! Have you ever been out with 
the crowd where the beer was passed around and the 
temptation was tremendous to .. go along'!, It seemed like 
they were all having such a good time and you nearly gave 
in. but then you remembered the many troubles your 
friends have brought on themselves and the evil things 
they have done because they were drunk. You also 
remember the serious health problems, marital problems 
and those who have· lost their jobs because of liquor. 
Beyond that. the benevolent warnings in God's word 

about strong drink, seeking to protect you from its deadly 
effects both now and forever, come to mind. You say, 
.. No, thank you. I don't drink., That's what you get for 
being a Christian. 

Have you ever left dishes and clothes unwashed, beds 
unmade. floors unswept in order to sit up with a sick 
friend or to wash their clothes and dishes and clean their 
house? Have you ever watched others go about their 
business and pleasure, never making a sacrifice to run an 
errand for some shut-in, or comfort someone who is 
grief-stricken? But you found a joy in serving that others 
know not. That's what you get for being a Christian. 

Have you ever given up a TV program on Sunday night 
to be among the saints in worship? Have you ever said, 
··rm sorry, I can't come, .. when a school or club function 
was planned on Wednesday night, because you valued 
Bible study more? Have you ever cleared your calendar 
for a whole week because the most important thing in 
town was a gospel meeting? You've tasted the thrill of 
increased Bible knowledge, loving fellowship and seeing 
souls saved that others have not. And because you put 
Christ first, he will save you forever! That's what you get 
for being a Christian! 

312 Pearl St. 
Denton, TX 76201 • 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

THRU AGE49 
AGE 50 & UP 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

$100 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65.18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58.18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

*****CEA DENTAL PLAN- SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

(MONTHLY) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or call for d.taila. 
P. 0. BOX 24246 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 
817 I 496-4888 
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Biblical Sermons 

LIFE WITH GUSTO (?) 
Perry B. Cotham 

There is no question that alcoholism is a gro~in.g 
problem in our modern society. Unfortunately, 1t 1s 
needlessly exacerbated by contrived screen imag~s of a 
society preoccupied with the constant and excess1ve use 
of alcohol. It is difficult for children and adults to draw 
the line between the fantasy world created by profit
oriented screenwriters and producers, which reflects their 
own distorted perspectives, and the real world. But 
people need to be told the facts. 

I .. What are the facts? 
1. At least half of the 50,000 people who die each year 

in traffic accidents have had too much to drink, or 
are killed by a driver who has had too much liquor in 
his blood. So-called "social drinking" is often the 
important factor. 

2. Of the 25.000 Americans who are killed annually in 
alcohol-related accidents, 5,000 of them are teen
agers. That means 14 each day are killed and 360 
each day are injured because of alcohol. 

3. 130.000 Americans are injured every year in 
alcohol-related accidents. There are 15 million 
alcoholics in our nation. 

4. If you are driving after midnight on a weekend, one 
in five drivers on the road with you is drunk. Not 
drinking. Not impaired. DRUNK. 

5. Drunken-driving deaths and injuries are greatest 
during the holiday season and the summer. More 
Americans drink themselves to death during the 
Christmas-New Year holidays than at any other 
time. 

6. Alcohol in excess is poisonous and often fatal. 
7. The most effective teaching device in America 

today for alcohol is the T.V. -the beer commer
cials. Beer is the magic elixir for a happy life. Beer 
makes life fun. See the guys all laughing and clapping 
one another on the shoulder at the bar, see the girls 
smiled upon when they show up with a pitcher of 
beer. No question about it, these commercials are 
effective. Children are learning that drinking is 
integral to the good life. (They are not learning it in 
Sunday School, or in modern math. The increase in 
yourrg adult drinking can be tracked right along 
with the growth and effectiveness of television 
beer advertising!). Approximately 3.3 million 
children between the ages of 14 and 17 have 
problems with the use of alcohol. One in every four 
of the I Oth to 12th graders drinks at least once a 
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week. Drunken driving is the leading single cause 
of death in young people ages 15 to 24. Oh, the 
power of advertising to change our ~tti~udes toward 
this damnable evil! Brewers are w1nmng over our 
young people to the beer-drinking habit. "Life just 
doesn't get any better than with this beer." Philo
sophically, children are being reminded, "you only 
go around once. So, go with gusto. Give it all you've 
got and grab that beer. Is there anything that mak~s 
life happier that isn't better with beer?" And ~ha.t 1s 
the problem: young people and adults are behev1ng 
it. Beer commercials are not selling beer so much 
as they are selling a life-style, a.nd it is a life:style 
we all would like to have - fnends, good times, 
reward for work, belonging to a group. We all want 
to be like that. And the children smile up toward 
the TV; they want to be like that, too. But this 
definitely is NOT the true picture. 

II. What Can Christians Do About This? 
I. We can teach the facts about the evils of alcoholism 

- it harms physically, mentally, spiritually, and 
eternally. (Preachers should read good books on the 
subject and tell the young people the hard facts and 
let them see what drinking will do for them. The 
eternal salvation of souls is at stake. Encourage 
them never to take the first drink.) 

2. Preach the word (Prov. 20: I; 23:29-32; I Cor. 
6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21, etc.). This should be done in 
Bible classes, from the pulpits, in radio and tele
vision programs, and in the homes. The Bible says 
that the drunkard shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

3. We need to realize that if this anti-God, anti-Christ, 
anti-Bible, "do-your-own-thing" philosophy 
continues to spread in our nation, America is liable 
to fall to communism; and if this ever happens, our 
freedom of religion will cease to exist. America 
faces a great danger! 

4. The drunkard may, by the grace of God, obtain 
forgiveness of sins, if he will repent and obey the 
Lord (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; I Cor. 6:11). 
Drunkenness is a sin, but the drunkard can make 
a change in his life, obtain pardon, live the Christian 
life, and go to heaven. 

5. The sinner should turn to the Lord today (lsa. 
55:7; 2 Cor. 6:2). • 

A!.J..,m., CJ,,.,,.., 

Schoof of Re/i._qion 
Undergraduate 

& Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scholaflhlps AviJIIIJble For Full T1me Students on Mam Campus. 

Gl Approved Ott Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery. AL 36117 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

PREPARED FOR 
DEPARTURE 

(II Timothy 4:6-8) 

Walter W. Pigg, Jr. 

Convinced tha t his race was nearly run, tha t the 
beginning of the end was in sight, the great apostle Paul 
voiced a Jiving hope for the future as he wrote his last 
recorded letter. This hope, based upon a faithful service 
to God, should cha racterize every Christian. And it will, 
provided one has made the same prepara tion fo r 
departure as that evidenced by Paul when he said: 

"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing" (II 
Timothy 4:6-8). 

When Paul says, "For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my depa rture is at hand ," he indicates tha t 
he was a lread y in the process of being offered. Offered is 
from the Greek verb "spendo," which means to make a 
libation, or pour out as a drink offering. The end for 
Paul, when his blood would be poured out as a sacrifice, 
was in sight, even at the door. Tha t this sacrifice had been 
anticipated as a real possibility is shown by his statement 
to the saints a t Philippi," Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with 
you all" (Philippians 2: 17). 

" I have fought a good fight ," says Paul. Rather than a 
fight in the sense of a military battle, the picture here is 
that of a co ntest in which athletes could engage. It is not 
just any contest , but rather "the contest" in which a ll 
Christians must engage. This same idea is conveyed in I 
Timothy 6: 12 where Pa ul admonishes Timothy t o "Fight 
the good figh t of fa ith, lay hold on eternal life. " 

Not only had Pau l fought a good fight , but he a lso had 
finished his course. Here Pa ul uses a meta ph or from the 
race co urse. In spite of the things which would hinder 
many on the race course, none had deterred Paul from 

running a prescribed race where all co ntesta nts may find 
it possible to win a pri ze or gain the victory. 

The third reaso n upon wh ich Paul based his certainty 
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of a "crown of righteousness," is fou nd in his statement, 
" I have kep t the faith." To "keep the faith" is sometimes 
used to mean a continued abiding in the faith on the part 
of an individual. This would prohibit one from turning 
away from the faith because of unbelief, fear, or Jove of 
the world. Bu t Paul's keeping of the faith involved more 
tha n this, though at the same time there is no indication 
tha t his faith ever faltered. His faith seemed to grow 
stronger as he neared the end of the way. As Paul pressed 
toward the "mark fo r the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ J esus" (Philippians 3: 14) he kept the faith in the 
sense of gua rding it. Lenski offers the fo llowing timely 
comment with regard to the individual's responsibility to 
keep the fa ith by guarding it: 

Yet we should not think that guarding the objective 
faith refers only to an office such as that of Paul, of 
Timothy, and of preachers. The gospel is entrusted 
to all of us; we are all to guard the f aith, i.e., its 
blessed substance, for if that faith-substance is lost, 
none of us has any thing to believe subjectively; if 
that is damaged and destroyed in p art, we are all 
placed in danger. We have no hierarchy that keeps 
the faith treasure; we all are its guards, and the Lord 
will call all of us to account (pp. 861, 862). 

Henceforth, or as for tha t which remains, Paul says 
there is a "crown of righteousness," laid up for him. That 
crown denotes victory for Paul fo r having effectively 
contended in the contest. Only those who live righteously 
sha ll receive a crown from the Lord a t that day. But Paul 
is not the only one to receive a crown. The Lord will have 
a crown in waiting for "all them a lso that love his 
appearing." Paul, along with others who " have loved his 
appearing" (ASV) needs to have no fear that the L ord will 
not reward them. He is the righteous judge and his 
judgment a t the day of his coming will be in accordance 
with justice. 

As the end of Paul's earthly existence came in sight, as 
he was a bout to be loosed from all earthly moorings, he 
could face the future without fea r or doubt. In fact, he 
had "desired to depart, a nd to be with Christ; which is far 
better" (Philippians I :23). H is only reason for continued 
ea rthly existence was t ha t it would be bette r or benefi cial 
for othe rs. Paul could face the future with such 
confidence because he had made preparation for his 
departure. This preparation is descri bed in the three 
figu res, in the passages under consideration. 

T he "good fight" he had fo ught involved persistence in 
the C hristian contest. This contest , unlike many contests 
of men, has room for an untold number of victors. It is 
not competetive in the sense that one has to outdo all 
others. Everyone can be a winner if t he rules are followed. 
However, those rules do not allow quitting a long the way. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Prepared For Departure 
(Continued from Page 7) 

And. if one endeavors to tamper with the rules of the 
contest. that one will be d isyualificd and a ll efforts of the 
past re ndered worthless . 

Paul had "finished his co urse." Whe n the Christ ian life 
is compared with an ath letic contest only a sma ll portion 
of the contestants may emerge victorious whereas in the 
Christian race the number is limited only by those who 
are unwilling to abide by the rules. The Christian race 
may be started at different points, but it is essential that 
one reach the end of the course to be a winner. 

Paul had fough t a good fight, he had finished his 
course. he had also "kept the faith." Although each of 
these is important, the latter is, in a way, of greater 
importance. Keeping the faith involves a conscious effort 
to guard, uphold and defend the truth of the gospel. 

Peter exhorts, " ... be ready always to give an answer to 

every man that asketh you a reason oj1he hope that is in 
you .. . " (I Peter 3: 15). "Answer" is from the Greek 
"apologia," which Thayer defines as "verbal defence, 
speech in defence." This places upon the Christian the 
responsibility to defend the faith, even in a verbal way 
when needed. l n Jude 3 the writer expresses a s imila r 
thought when he sa id, " ... it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints." Vine says "contend" in this passage "signifies to 
contend about a thing, as a combatant..." 

One may teach the truth without any mixtu re of 
e rror and still fail to guard the fai th against false 
doctrines, si mply by being reluctant to combat error. 
Therefore, if we a re to entertain, with Paul, that living 
hope for a crown of righteousness we must make 
preparation for our de parture by fighting a good fight, by 
finishing our course, and by keep ing (gua rding) the faith. 

1302 Camillia 
Farmington, MO 63640 • 

NEW CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

IJ. 
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ASSIST, INC. 
is now accepting applications 

for positions of 
MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES 

First year income potential of $1,500 to $2,000 per month for motivated 
and people oriented individuals. Sales experience preferred, but not 
required. 

Job Description 
• Contact Ministers 
• Schequle audio-visual showing of 

"Ministers Tax and Financial Planning 
System" 

• Gather data from enrolling clients 

Send resume to: 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock, Texas 79401 
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ltl 1--~ight of the S"c·riptures 

THE THIRTY PIECES 
OF SILVER 

Burton Coffman 

Zechariah~s remarkable prophecy of the betrayal of 
Jesus Christ by Judah Iscariot (II: 12, 13) is not merely "a 
prophecy~" but a whole constellation of prophecies! It 
was presented by God himself through a revelation 
through the prophet Zechariah centuries before the 
events foretold. Zechariah becomes a type of the Good 
Shepherd through the command of God; and then upon 
God's instruction enacted the following: 

"And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my 
hire,· and ifnot,forbear. So they weighed for my hire 
thirty pieces of silver. And Jehovah said unto me, 
Cast it unto the potter; the goodly price that I was 
prized at by them. And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver, and cast them unto the potter, in the house of 
Jehovah" (Zechariah II: 12, 13). 

Some have quibbled about the question of who was the 
potter? and what did Zechariah do to fulfill God's orders? 
We do not know; but Zechariah knew; and ignorance of 
critics concerning the identity of that potter can never 
nullify the truth that Zechariah said it was done. We 
know for certainty ''the potter" that was prophesied. He 
was the one from whom the Pharisees bought the field of 

RESTORING THAT 
CERTAIN SOMETHING 

Stanley E. Sayers 

At the most unlikely hour - midnight - under the 
most inconvenient circumstances. locked in stocks. 
fettered with chains. and backs bearing the hardened 
blood of a merciless flooging. with vermin running across 
their near motionless feet. they did not cry. whimper. 
complain- but sang praises unto God {Acts 16:25). And 
the sincerity. the intensity of their singing was such that 
"the prisoners heard them ... 

So Little Persecution 

About the greatest persecution some current day saints 
undergo is braving the dawn to get out of bed and .. go to 
church." Our buildings are seldom defaced. It is rather 
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blood (See Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:18, 19). 

One of the most interesting things in the Bible is the 
"price" of 30 pieces of silver. The word "price" means
"the value placed upon a person." But how did the 
shepherds arrive at such a figure? The answer lies in 
Exodus 21 :28, 32: 

"If the ox gore a man or a woman to death ... if the ox 
gore a man-servant or a maid-servant, there shall be 
given unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and 
the ox shall be stoned." 

Thus, in the fulfillment, the false shepherds of Israel 
paid Judas for Jesus the amount of the price of a dead 
slave indicating quite plainly that they considered Jesus 
to be already dead, as they had already determined to kill 
him (Matthew 26: 1-5). Of course, they had already 
decided to become "the ox" that would destroy Jesus. 
However, in their calculation of the "pay off" it did not 
enter their minds that it had another element besides the 
money. THE OX would be stoned! God certainly took 
care of that in the overwhelming destruction of Jerusalem 
on 70 A.D. When those evil shepherds purchased Jesus 
and crucified him, they sealed at that moment the fate of 
themselves and their nation. 

So is it with all men. Their destiny swings eternally 
upon the ''value" they place upon the Lord of Life. 
Nothing is more necessary than the proper evaluation of 
Jesus Christ. Whoever puts upon him the value of a dead 
slave merits the eternal death awaiting him; but whoever 
receives and honors him as the one and only Saviour of 
mankind will be saved for ever. Let every man give 
careful thought to the "goodly price'' placed upon his 
Saviour. • 

rare that we are threatened by phone or anonymous mail. 
The vast majority of our windows are as much intact as 
the day they were installed. We are not beaten, 
imprisoned, nor tortured for our faith. And how many of 
us listen to those words of commitment in "Faith of Our 
Fathers'"! It goes, "We will be true to thee till death." 

The Midnight Hour 

At some point in life every man reaches his midnight 
hour. It may be having to travail over a tall decision. It 
may be merely being left alone so as to have to walk 
alone. 1 know of a man who became so despondent over 
the untimely departure of his wife that he took his own 
life. Preachers. especially. run counter to all sorts of 
sordid details. details which occur at the midnight hour. 
It is the hour of reflection. dedication. and consecration. 
At the midnight hour Paul and Silas took the oars to des
tiny's ship and stood tall! They were God's men and the 

{Continued on Page 10) 
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Restoring That Certain Something 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Almighty invoked an earthquake to prove it. At the 
midnight hour some weep and lament; but Pa ul and 
Silas, bodies wretched with pai n, limbs forced out of a ll 
position of comfort, forgot their bodies and focused on 
their souls - they sang praises. But theirs was not a 
rest rained religion, for they did not merely sing praises, 
but they sang praises to God! 

We do not read that Heaven hea rd them, for this was 
evidenced in what followed. The prisoners hea rd them. 
Does our light so shine that prisoners today hear us? 
Those imprisoned by guilt, frustration, a nxiety, 
uncertainty, lack of direction, negative of identity, not 
sure about either the present or the future, knowing little 
of God and His precious Son (Matt. II :28-30; Rev. 3:20). 
If we let our lights shine before men as Jesus commanded 
(Ma tt. 5), the prisone rs will hea r us. And they will come 
to the light! (Eph. 5: 14; Phil. 2: 15). 

They Sang Praises 

S ha ttered Job was encouraged to "curse God and die ." 
We have men today who curse God with every other word 
and live. Though it is contained in the Old Testament and 
we live under the New, have we forgotten those ste rling 
words, "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless tha t 
taketh his na me in vain" (Ex. 20:7). Our a bbreviated 
words are nothing short of seeking to vilify this 
commandment! J esus wa rned aga inst even idle word s 

------------------------- 0 

"HIS OWN WOULD NOT 
RECEIVE HIM" 

Edward W. Loyd, II 

As John writes in the John 1:1 1, he tells of the 
rela tionship of Christ with the Father and then he deals 
with the relationship of Christ with his own people; "He 
came unto his own and his own received him not." 

It ha s a lways been a source of a ma zement to stud ents 
of the Bible that the J ews, having been prepared so 
methodica lly and painsta kingly for the Messiah, should 
not recognize him, when He ca me! It is true, like Mark 
recorded (Mk. 12:37), that the common people heard 
Jesus glad ly; however, most of the influentia l J ewish 
leaders rejected Christ thus preventing most faithful Jews 
from accepting him also. Many conditions existed that 
brought th is a bout a nd he re are just a few. 

F irst, the J ews pictured C hrist coming to a lleviate the 
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(Matt. 12:36-37). 

Every child of God ought to know the joy obed ie nce 
brings into his life (John 3:3-5; Acts 2:38). He is to have a 
so ng as in the night (Psalm 42:8). He si ngs on the outside 
because there is something to sing about on the inside. 
Christians are to be, not touched by, but filled with the 
Spirit (Eph. 5: 18), a nd that brings forth much singing 
(Eph. 5: 19; Col. 3: 16; James 5: 13). 

It has been said that o ptimism is that certain so mething 
which causes a teakettle to sing inspite of the fact it's up to 
its neck in ho t water. And Paul and S ilas had both - hot 
water and optimism. It is said tha t as the saintly and 
beloved Polyca rp was being burned a t the stake, he was 
singing jubila ntly as if lifted upward into Heaven. The 
Christian has a song which none can know but he himself; 
and truly, he comes "to the garden alone." Yet Christ is 
there to meet him. How bold ought we to be about 
pra yer! ( Heb. 4: 16). 

And, oh, how much have we to sing a bout! God is our 
Father; Christ our mediator and elder brother; The 
Spirit our intercessor ; the angels ou r unseen atte ndants; 
the overflow of d ivine promise which spreads a broad in 
our lives; and thousands upon thousa nds ofbrothersand 
sisters in Christ around the world. And when all else fa ils, 
verily the hea rt itself, and our eyes close in death , our 
spirit soa rs upward to greet the face of God. The genuine 
Christian can well afford to sing at midnight - a t 
midnight rega rdless of the circumsta nces or the storm! 

• 
-------------------------
Roman bondage, in greater splendor than King Solomon 
and leading an army greater than King David 's. After all, 
God had brought them out of Egyptian bondage and had 
previously restored them from Babylonia n captivity, why 
would he not restore them now? They felt God was their 
own perso na l God and would supply what ever they 
wanted. 

Secondly, the Jews felt that sin was of n o consequence 
to them. They had the law of Moses, they sacrificed for 
sin, Why did they need a Savior? All they needed was 
their Canaan Land back. What the majori ty of the J ews 
fa iled to recogni ze was that the Mosaic law was but a 
school master (teacher) to lead them (and us) to Chri st 
a nd the New Testament law. The book of Hebrews was 
written to deal with this very problem. Of course, a ny 
opposition to the Old Jaw met with fierce J ewish 
opposition, thus you have prejudice. 

A third , a nd very apparent factor was the J ewish self
righteousness. " His own received him not" because they 
failed to recognize the necessity of answering to God. 
They measured themselves by themselves and Paul says 
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in II Cor. I 0: 12 that they who do so are not wise. Thus, 
they found no fault with themselves and only found fault 
in others. They TRIED to find fault in Jesus the Christ 
(John 9) when he healed a blind person on the Sabbath, 
but JESUS WAS FAULTLESS. "Behold, the Lamb of 

LOVE 
AGAPAO & PH/LEO 

Garland M. Robinson 

Webster gives three basic meanings for the word 
LOVE. He says: ( 1) "affection based on admiration, u 
warm attachment" (2) "unselfish concern that freely 
accepts another in loyalty and seeks his good" (3) "the 
attraction based on sexual desire." In English, we have 
only the one word to describe each of the above meanings 
plus many more. We love the forests and wildlife, we love 
dogs and cats, we love beans and potatoes, we love close 
friends, our families, God's Word and His church and we 
love God and all people of the world. Yet, we do not love 
them all to the same degree nor in the same way. We love 
our families in a different way then we do our pets, to this, 
no one will deny. 

In the Greek however, three separate words are used to 
describe different types of love. These are: EROS -
"passionate love, a love born of natural desire as for the 
opposite sex, sexual love,·" PH/LEO- "attachment of 
friends to each other, of the feelings or natural affection, 
an inclination promoted by sense and emotion;" 
AGAPAO- "a love founded in admiration, esteem, to 
wish one well, that which seeks the highest good of others 
without any selfish motive. "Of the three, only the latter 
two are found in the New Testament. 

AGAPAO is the stronger of the three. It is the highest 
form of love in that it loves even the stranger. We seek his 
good and well being. It is this "love"that we must express 
toward all mankind. We care for their soul and therefore 
take the gospel to the world. The PHILEO love is the 
emotional attachment we have toward people after we get 
to know them and appreciate them. This is the love of 
close friends and personal acquaintances. It is interesting 
to note that man is never commanded to PHI LEO God, 
but rather to AGAPAO him. We respect God and esteem 
him because of his divine nature and character. We love 
him supremely above all. 

The scripture tells us "God is love." In I John 4:8 we 
read, "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love." The word "love" here is AGAPAO. God loves us in 
the highest sense of love. He seeks our best good and 
welfare. This love held by God was manifested (made 
known) "toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world. that we might live through 
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God that taketh away the sins of the world"(John 1:29). 
How well do his own receive him today? Are we any 
different than the Jews two thousand years ago? 
Route 2, Box 65 
Clinton, Illinois 61727 • 
him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins" (I John 4:9-10). This same love we are commanded 
to show our enemies as preached by Jesus in the sermon 
on the mount (Matthew 5:44). 

Even though God loves us in spite of our wichedness, 
he does not overlook our wickedness. He will not at all 
acquit the wicked (Nahum 1 :3). Some have mistaken 
God's love toward man for absolute mercy in total 
disregard to man's sin. The love of God is keeping his 
commandments. From cover to cover the Bible tells us to 
"love God and keep his commandments." To love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind means to 
keep his commandments. "For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous" (I John 5:3). To serve 
the Lord, walk in his ways and to love him are 
synonymous; they all mean the same thing! In 
Deuteronomy 30:20 we read: "That thou mayest love the 
Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and 
that thou mayest cleave unto him."Tohearkendiligently 
unto God's commands is to love the Lord and serve him 
(Deuteronomy II :3). 

Our love for God is an obedient love. Notice these 
verses in the gospel of John: "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments" (14: 15); "He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me" (14:21); "He that loveth me not keepeth not my 
sayings" (14:24); "But that the world may know that I 
love the Father; and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even so I do" (14:31); "If ye keep my 
commandments ye shall abide in my love" (15:10); "Ye 
are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you" 
(15: 14). From the first epistle of John, we read, "And 
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments ... but whoso keepeth his word, in him 
verily is the love of God perfected" (2:3, 5); "let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth" 
(3: 18). 

What is love? It is affection and admiration, it is 
unselfish concern seeking the highest good of others. "Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain glory, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves" (Philippians 2:3). If we love, we serve and 
obey. Love is obedience unto God. 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT-AUGUST 27, 1984 and FEBRUARY 1, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

(214) 526-7715 

Brown Trail School oi' Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·212·3911 

Nursing Faculty 
NLN .:~ccredited baccalaureate School of Nursing has excellent teaching op
portunities tor faculty in a suburban setting located 45 miles NE of 
metropolitan Little Rock. Harding University is private and church af
tiliated. Qualified applicants must have a Masters degree in nursing. 
Academic rank and salary determined by educational and professional 
background. Positions available Fall 1984. Send resume to: Dr. Cathleen 
Shultz. Dean. School of Nursing, Harding University. Searcy. Arkansas 
72143. Equal opportunity employer. 

Harding University Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. or call 707/448-
3557. 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Ttlt AMEN Mtn111ry wort11 w1111 1111111u1 c:ongqgauona ol the 
CIIIHCIIel of Cll111t wlloM membart on m111tiiy tnatall1110ftl 
,......_ ara waltcng to MID rour lovtd ona1 - aa tiler ,. .. 
lleiDICI wllll tile IDirllual anc:l DIIJIICII naedl ol tllouMndl of 
Olllerl dlltlng tile pall .... Jtllfl Tllil MntiCe II IIMI 

S.IICI name. complete addra11. 1111ona IIICI ~~~<lltary 1natanauon: 
llld aplrllual condition. 11 known along wltll rour nama and ld
drallto: 

(~· 
AM IN 

W..IT£"1 I'ERAY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Wnl Monroe. Lovlll&fta 7121U 

Amatcu MW&arJ Evu1•Uam1 Nadou 

Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V .A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896 

r---------------, 
Call Now For Your 

THREE UNUSUAL DAYS 
with 

JERRY CANTRELL 
(305) 636-7671 

________________ _, 

Order by Phone 
Toll-free 1-800-874-1804 
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THESE THINGS 
SPEAK NOTICE 

15-Day Bible land Tour 
lsraal - Jordan - Graaca - Egypt 

April 15·29, 1984 

Round-trip per person $2395 

These Things Speak is now back in print. The first 
printing was exhausted within two months of printing. 
The second printing is now complete and the response for 
this book has been overwhelming. Everyone who has 
requested a copy in the past should now have it, or it is in 
the mail to you. Brother Scott Little, a young man in his 
early twenties, has financially made this book possible. It 
is his desire that many young preachers and others may 
be helped as a result of this effort. Our gratitude goes out 
to him and brother McCord for their sacrifices in making 
this valuable book possible. I am enclosing brother 

Dabs dePirture . Includes three meats per day, d...,xe five stir hoteb and 747 
tumbo fbght serv~ce - all taxes, visa, and tips ere included in this t2395 paekege. 
New York departure ontv $2135. Pr1ces ~s~d on doubl• CKcup•ncy 

e..nn.t ~ frras \'\':.,_, 

FtN ,, .. lfffOrtn4tJOn •nd 
bnxlll.lfe S«HJ rour ~. MJ. 
linlss •nd PhoM numbtlr to 

Bible l and Tour 
Bennie Whitehead 

P.O. Box 1060 
Abllone, Taxes 79604 

(9151 677 -6262 

Little's address below. Why don't you take a moment and 
write him a short note expressing your thanks? He is 
certainly deserving of such. 

Scott Little 
Box 1509 
Ardmore, OK 7340 I 

John Priola 
Associate Editor 

Copies of These Things Speak may still be obtained from 
the FIRM FOUNDATION. Allyouneedtodois send us 
your request, a long with $1.00 to pay for shipping and we 
will mail it to you. 

Only 50 copies left! 

VOICES CRYING 
IN THE WILDERNESS 

by David Roper 

$15.95 

NOT FOR SALE 

If any preacher, elder, 
teacher, preacher school, 
Christian college, or 
anyone who th inks he can 
make use of a book of Bible 
lectures entitled THESE 
THINGS SPEAK (Hugo 
McCord), send your name 
and address with $1 
postage to the Firm 
Foundation, Box 17200, 
Pensacola, FL 32522. 
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A correlation of U.S., British, and Au
stra l ian restoration movements. 
Material not found anywhere else. 
Qual ity binding. 475 pages, 67 charts 
and pictures. Soon to become a co l
lector's item. Order from your favorite 
bookstore or from David Roper; P. 0. 
Box 865; Hurst. TX 76053 (dealers, 
ask for discount) . 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Apnl 25, 1984 - Aug. 14. 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 

Jack P Lewts 
Hardmg Graduate School o f Rel1g1on. 
1000 Cherry Rd. MemphiS. Tenn. 38117 

Ph 901-761-1350 90 1-683- 1678 

Tllu• • r• only som11 of tiiB sights 111111 

Israel 
you will visit: Jordan - '-"- 4--.. ._.. ~R. ... -Goroons Jcr_,:, - Egypt Po!Q -... Shloll c.. ""'""' ..,... - lhtScfwi• Athens 

Sol ol GoMtt s.m ... Py.-· 
Dtod SN Mt l lbOf ~'91 R-.tl' Mars Ht 

llbtfiiS ..ltlfttl Vllty £gyotlofi1 Mo~stllt'll The AI~ 

C..t ....... M"""" lhtP.W.tr'O'l 

N&lllttll BeetstAtli s.o .... Urn!' .. ,. Atld U#I tWtletottnt...., 

Hear ... 

Guy N. Woods 

in a 
Gospel Meeting 

March 16,.17 and 18 
Services: 
Friday & Saturday-7:30pm 
Sunday: 
10:00 am- Bible Class 
11:00 am -Worship 
5:30pm- Worship 

WESTBROOK 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Colorado City, Texas 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete : Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, 't'exas 75701 
(214) 561-5~:10 
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liTHE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF LAST THINGS'' ·~Bible c 
Second Annual ~~' o~ 

Magnolia Bible College Leetureshlp i ~ 
820 5. Huntington St., Kosciusko, MS t 

MARCH 4 - 8, 1984 
LECTURESHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, March 4 Wednesday, March 7 
9:30a.m. The Mark of the Beaat and the 144,000 

Don Taylor 
Instructor. Magnolia Bible College 

10:30 a.m. The Day of the Lord 
Cedi May, Jr. 
President, Magnolia Bible College 

6:00 p.m. Area Wide Singing 
7:00p.m. Premlllenniallam: A General Introduction 

Hardeman Nlcllols 
Instructor. Preston Road School of Preaching 
Dallas. TX 

Monday, March 5 
9:00a.m. Review of King's The Spirit of Prophecy 

Joe Conaell 
Minister. Gloster St. Church of Christ 
Tupelo, MS 

1 O:OO a.m. The Nature of Man 
Georae Goldman 
Instructor, East Tennessee School of Preaching 
Knoxville, TN 

11 :00 a.m. Revelation 20 
Harold HueUp 
Dean, Harding Graduate School of Religion 
Memphis, TN 

12:00 a.m. Lunch Break 

9:00a.m. The Intermediate State of the Dead 
(Lecture baed oa maaucrtpt proYidecl by 
Ja Lewfl) 
DoaJacboa 
Instructor, Magnolia Bible College 

1 0:00 a.m. The Battle of Armagedon 
DaYid Jacbon 
Minister, Meadowbrook Church of Christ 
Jackson, MS 

11 :OO a.m. Review of Shank's Until 
Clyde Woods 
Professor of Bible, Fread-Hardeman College 
Henderson, TN 

12:00 a.m. Lunch Break 
1 :00 p.m. The Judgment Parables 

Tom Eddins 
Assistant Professor, Harding University 
Searcy, AR 

2:00p.m. Review of Lindsey's 
The Late Great Planet Earth 
Neale Pryor 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, 
Harding University, Searcy, AR 

3:00p.m. The Restoration of Israel 
WWie Nettle 

1 :00 p.m. The Biblical Doctrine of the Second Coming 
W~Woocbon 

Graduate, Magnolia Bible College 
7:00p.m. Singing 
7:30p.m. Implications of Acts 2 for Premlllennlalism 

Haao McCord Dean of the Graduate School 
David Lipscomb College. Nashville, TN 

2:00p.m. The Interpretation of Prophecy 
F. Fu1111an Kearley 
Director. Graduate Studies in Bible 
Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX 

3:00 p.m. The Kingdom of God 
Jim Muaey 
Instructor. International Bible College 
Florence, AL 

7:00p.m. Singing 
7:30p.m. The Biblical Doctrine of Heaven 

W. B. West, Jr. 
Dean, Alabama Christian School of Religion 
Montgomery. AL 

Tuesday, March 6 
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9:00a.m. The Last Days 
JobnSmllllson 
Minister, Starkville Church of Christ 
Starkville, MS. 

10:00 a.m. Review of "Armstrongism" 
Glean Fann 
Minister. Ripley Church of Christ 
Ripley. MS 

11 :00 a.m. The Man of Sin and Antichrist 
James Draper 
Minister. Beech Hill Church of Christ 
Ripley, MS 

12:00 a.m. Lunch Break 
1 :00 p.m. The 70 Weeks of Daniel 

Ray Pueur 
Instructor. Magnolia Bible College 

2:00p.m. The Rapture and Tribulation 
Ru Turaer, Sr. 
President, Alabama Christian School of Religion 
Montgomery, AL 

3:00 p.m. The Influence of Premillennialism in the 
Restoration Movement 
Earl West 
Professor of Church History. Harding Graduate 
School of Religion, Memphis. TN 

7:00p.m. Singing 
7:30p.m. The Church: Purpoaed or Afterthought 

Allen Robertson 
Minister. West Visalia Church of Christ 
Visalia, CA 

Vice President, Oklahoma Christian College 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Thursday, March 8 
9:00 a.m. The New Heavens and New Earth 

Kelda Mosher 
Minister, Southaven Church of Christ 
Southaven, MS 

10:00 a.m. The Biblical Doctrine of the Resurrection 
David Llpe 
Director of Development, Magnolia Bible College 

11 :00 a.m. The Christian Hope 
Kenneth Joines 
Minister, Whitehaven Church of Christ 
Memphis, TN 

12:00 a.m. Lunch Break 
1 :OO p.m. The Biblical Doctrine of Death 

Jerry Gross 
Educational Director. Olive St. Church of Christ 
Marietta. GA 

2:00 p.m. Matthew 24 
Cedi May, Jr. 
President, Magnolia Bible College 

3:00p.m. The Biblical Doctrine of Hell 
Gary Ealey 
Minister, Old Brownsville Rd. Church of Christ 
Memphis, TN 

7:00 p.m. Singing 
7:30p.m. The Biblical Doctrine of the Judgment 

Wendell Winkler 
Evangelist, Fort Worth, TX 

LECTURESHIP BOOKS AVAILABLE: Magnolia Bible College's Second Annual 
Lectureship will be printed in book form. In spite of increases in printing costs, 
tho books will be sold at the same price as last year, $10.00 per copy. Order 
from Magnolia Bible College, 1984 Lectureship Book. P. 0. Box 655, 
Kosciusko, MS 39090. Enclose $10.00 per book. 
ACCOMMODATIONS: For those who pia•• to attend the lectureship and are in
terested in motel reservations, the following information is provided: 
The Campbell Motel, Hwy 12 East, Kosciusko. MS (601 I 289-4151. 

Parkway Inn (Best Western) Hwy 35 Bypass, Kosciusko, MS (6011 289-6252 
Each accommodation has a restaurant. 
There will be free housing in tho homes of Christians on a first·come·first-serve 
basis. Call (6011 289-2896 or write Magnolia Bible College. Lectureship 
Accommodations. P. 0. Box 655, Kosciusko, MS 39090. 
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Advertising. in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre:pa•d, the c.o~t is $1.5~ per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregat•ons advertlsmg meetmg places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send dll correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200 Pensacola FL 
32522. , , 

DIRECTORY 
UPTOWN CHURCH Of CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO. CA. 
3630 N ... E ... St. Sunday 9:308.10:30 end6:00 P.M. Wed. 
7:00 P.M. Call 883-2660 or Bill Bridges. Min. 793· 7064. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL Of BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3.168 Classroom hours 
Preaching- Personal Evangelism- Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303-986-6800. 2707 S. 

Lamar. St •• Denver. CO 80227. 

BEUVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4860 Soufloy Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32606 
Phone 466· 7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00 A.M •• 6:00 
P.M .• Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M .• Max R. Miller. 
Evangelist. 

BEUVIEW PREACHER TRAININC SCHOOL 
4860 Soufley Road 

Panaacola. Florida 32606 
Phone 904·463-3426 

Full 2 year program. V.A. approved. Max R. Millar. Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St .• V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
clusea, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2639, or 
866·4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to tho 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Vlrsina, &st Brillol Church of Christ just off 1·81 
botwoen Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 6:30P.M.; Wednesday 7:30P.M. Phone 1·703-669· 
1896, Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH Of CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntlvlllo. Alabama 36803 
(2061 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M .• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M .. Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw. Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH Of CHRIST 
16035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston. Texas 77094 
(713)492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M •• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M •• Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs. 
Evangelist. 

CARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH Of CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46203 
(317)784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M •• Worship 11:00 A.M. and 
6:00P.M .• Wedneadey Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia. 
Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church moeta at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (9141 
462-0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 

4690 S. Logan 303· 789·4749 
Mac Bartoo. Evangelist 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL Of PREACHING 
8900 Menchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78746 

C. M. Homer. Director 
Write for catalog 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmad tapas with writtan material 
and teata. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and 
recaiva special lessons on many subjects. For Frae 
Information writ a: Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 27th St .• 
Lubbock. TX 79411. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister needed for congreption In Wise County, Virginia 
which h.u an o~ctlve bus ministry and approximo~tely 125 In Sund.ly 
morning attendance. Send further lnl)ulrles to Wise County 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 1678, Wise, Vlrginia24293, Altentlon: 
S. Hoyt Williams, or call 703·328-8253 or 703·328-3958. 

Min liter wo~nted - established congrego~tion of 100 seelclng full
time worlcer. Radio exp. desired. House and uiL provided. Send 
sermon tapes and resume with education/earnings history to: 
Search Comm.. Church of Christ. P. 0. Box 9. Janesville, WI 
53547. 

PREACHER WANTED: Preachff for rural congregation. Man 
with npefience. Have new church building anCI preachers 
home. Can pay reasonable salary. Crockett Church of Christ, 
~~~!e .2 •. B'?~-~~~ ~~t~~~~ -~-Iss:~ ~h~~! ~01-562.:_~~ 
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RIO VISTA, TEXAS church Is seeking a fulltlme preachff. Write: 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 157 Rio Visb, TX 76093 or all (817) 
373-2766. 

Sm.tll congregation on west coast Is seeking a preacher to locate 
with us. He will need putlal support. Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedsport, OR f/1467, or all (503) 271-2285 collect. 

The Elm St. Church of Christ is seelclnga mature Cospel preacher 
with at Jeut S years ex~lence. Must be a family man, worked 
with an eldership, and able to condud a rM!io program. 
Congresatlon approx. 150. Position available after July 1, 1984. 
Salary nesotlable. Send resume and tape to 1321 E. Elm 51., Uma, 
Ohio 45804. 

We need an esperlenced builder In the body of Chrfst. If you 
ex~ answers to pril)'er; and lf~ou're strong, sound for the 
Lord. We have need for your Cod en preaching talents. Pleae 
cont.ld the: Crafwn Church of hrls1; 9524-224th Street East, 
Craham, Wuh. 98338, (206) 847·9643. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME FOR 
HOUSEPARENTS and other type employees such as, SOCIAL 
SERVICES, SECRETARIAL. RELtlF HOUSIPARENTS, and OTHER 
RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON 
CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD 
POSSESS SKILLS IN MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, 
CAMPUS BEAunFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, 
OTHER THAN HOUSEMOTHERS. SHOULD BE ADEPT AT 
FILING, NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF 
SETTING UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARCE CROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY SIMPSON 
AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 589-2236 (night/weekends), or write to 
Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 78005. 

Altention Christian tflnployer: I would like to move to an uea 
with Intentions of mildng it a permanent home. lam a mJnister 38 
years old with 18 years p.ut time and full time experience. lam 
fntffested In some other line of work while contfnuingtopreach 
part time. My abilities lndude some knowledge of r•n~lng, 
refrlsffatlon, applance repair, general m.tmtenance, buJc 
electronla and hiYe done some electrician work. I work well 
and h.we a good relationship with Senior citizens. If Interested, 
pleae cont.ld employment service at 1·817·831-1358 and ask for 
Dorthy. 

A retired Caterpillar rmn, age 57, desires fuO time preachlns
Approx. 2S years experience. Write or all854-6131, 820 franklin 
St., Kew•nee, IlL 61443. 

Mature, ea~nced preacher desires a congregation. Strong 
personal worker. Call T. A. Crice (817) 893-5852. 

Retired public schoolteachers. Mr. and Mrs. Rollin R. Stewart, 
RL 1, Box 132, Arkansu City, Kansas 67005, phone (316) 442-5028, 
wish to serve the Lord by worlclng1 wllhout remuneration, In a 
srmll congresation of ChrlstJans tnat Is not financially able to 
support a preacher. A travel trailer hook-up1 electric~, wllff 
and sewff, must be uailable. We would preter a southWestern 
uea such a New Mexico or Arizona. Pleae contact the elders of 
the Church of Christ. 2700 N. Summit St., ArbnNS City, Kansu 
67005. for references: loren Crimes, (316) 442-6523; Judson 
ElDon, (316) 442-o787; Maurice BosweO, (316) 442-o854. 

FOR SALE 
ELDERS AND AUTHORITY: for a ty.f.edo 11-page diKussion of 
elders and authority, send $2.00 to: Elders", 1413 S.E. Melmut 
Drive, Barltesvllle, OK 74006. 

The Case for The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$6.00 + 89c post.lge 

P. 0. B011 659, Sebat!.n, -,l 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BULLETIN DIGEST - Used extensively In preparing church 
bulletins, sermon and Bible das preparation, devotional talks, 
personal spiritual growth. family devotionals, etc. A 24-page 
monthly publicatiOn. Consists of gleanlnp o~ the best from 
church bulletins throughout the 6rotherhoocL More lhan 30 
authors each month. Plus dlp-ut and other features. James M. 
SampM)n, editor. One year S7 .00~ two umple copies $1.00. Send 
to: Bulletin Dfsest, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo, NE 68813. 

CHRISTIAN CARPENTERS- Move to Kunes City, Texu. Help • 
newly esto~blllhed congreptlon grow. We need Christian 
families Interested in s•vlng souls and evangelizing our 
community. Place right now for at least one skilled carpenter •nd 
or man wanting to fnvest In partner-ship In small buDding firm, 
and one helper. Co~ll or write: 512·780-3656, BILL DUNN & SON 
CUSTOM HOMES, RL 1, Box n, Kunes City, Texu 78118. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES - Interested In reloco~ting and finding • 
life with more dedk:ated service to Cod. Come arid help • newly 
established congreption in a mission field. We need personel 
worlcen, bus wOtkers, Bible hour and Bible das te1chers. We 
need men desiring to train for the ofnces of Bder and Deacon. 
Write to us, let uslielp you find 1 fob, house, send Information on 
Khools. Bill Dunn, Rt. 1, Box 32, Karnes City, Texu 78118. Phone 
512·7110-3656. ---·--·-----

CONDOMINIUM FOR SALE: By O.C.C. Christian n~hbors and 
adiYitJes. Beautlfully kept grounds, stodced pond, dUb hDC.Ise. 3 
bel., 2* ba. Att.lched prage. Marilyn Forrester, (405) 478-2574or 
(405) 348-7910. 

Element.ry Prfnq,ll wanted. Only th=~ts who possess 
or ue eUifble for a c:ertifiate need • Redland Clwlstlan 
Academy,17700S.W. :IIOSCreet,Homeste ,Fiorid.l33031,(305) 
247-7399. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Head cook opening for mature 
Christians with some experience In food preparation for large 
groups. Excellent pay, room and boud provided. Will consider 
husbmd and wife te•m. Full time summer, and part time winter 
week-ends. Send letter of apDfkatlon, with quallfkatJons to 
IRON SPRINCS CHRimAN CAMP, Rt. 2, Box 148 K, Whitney, 
Texu 76692, or all B17-6!M-2719. 

FREEl Small congresatlon In mlssJon field nooda a FREE bus or 
buasea. Currently picking up 40·&0 on Wednesday nights. 
Want to do mlulon work? Contact Church of Christ. Box 
213. Sabetha, KS 66634 or call913-284-2022 or 402·856· 
4376. 

How many rallglous periodicals do you subscribe to? 

In ~ate need of flnandal support for husband and wife. 
Both students II White's Ferry. Road School of BlbUal StudJes. 
for more Information write: Christopher and Vldd Spahr, 70SA 
Spline Drive, West Monroe, LA 71291. (318) ~-

INVESTICATEI The Rrm Foundation tries to screen advertising, 
and wiD not knowlnatakequestlonable advertlslns- But It Is ttie 
reader's res~bl to Investigate. Uke ~ other P-Iper, we 
sometimes unwltting run an unworthy ad. As the old lil)'lng 
goes, before you Invest. lnvestiptel 

LACHINE (MONTREAL) CANADA -BiD & leslie Bonner, four
year veterans of Montreal work, ue seuchln1 for KtiYesj)Onsors 
for their work. They have full work fund,ancf~luy. Alumni of 
Freed-Hudeman and Hudfns CoiJeses, and have worked In the 
Ivory Coast for 3* years. ContKt: (514) 688-7065 or, 1052 
Shorecrest, Chomedej, uval, Que., CAN. H7W 1RS. 

Let's aU bUild ihe firm Foundation. SubSCribe 
for your friends and get your friends to 
subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years $33.00. 
Club Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a congregation 
pays for the paper to be sent to at least 25 
members. Churches may be billed monthly at 24 
cenls per issue. Bundle Rate - $9.50 per year 
per subscription (prepaid) when a bundle 
(minimum of 10) is mailed to one address. 
Churches may be billed monthly at 22 cenls per 
copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

POSITION AVAILABLE for fall semester 1984, Instructor In 
Compt!ter Science. Muter's degree required. Must be qualified 
to teach com~lff science courses at ~leveL ConiKt Dr. 
Mabrey L MOler, Vice President for Ac.iCiemlc Affafn, York 
Co!Jese, York, NE 68467. 
PROCRAM DIRECTOR NEEDED: nmothy HOI Children's Ranch1 
Riverhead, New York, Is looking for a M5.W.to direct the chUa 
cue •nd soda! work program. H Interested, contact Jerry Hill at 
(516) 369-11!10. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, espedaBy older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 74801. 

SINCLES - for lls1 of those desiring to correspond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 'HT, P~, OK 
73f117. Indicate whether you would like to be lnduded on flsL 
Cive age • optional 

"THE HEART WRITINC MINISTRY" Frea Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund for Naady Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Avo .. Suita #1 06; 
Dallas, TX 76243. 

WANTED: Christian School Administrator, excellent 
opportun~y in Colorful Colorado for lndiYfdual with Preschool 
thrU Middle School Background. Send Resume and Photo to: 
DDkl Henson, P. 0. Box 924, Englewood. Color.do 80155. 

WANTED: Cood used set of Jule Mfller, Study series fUms and 
film proJector. Contad Tom RIJey, 'D1 6sL &st, Owen Sound, 
Ontulo N4K1E8. If interested in seDing yours. 

WANTED: Set of Mi!fenlal Harbingers. Contad Roger Northern, 
1122 Hillcrest,JuksonviUe, TX 75766. (214) 586-1062. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for fraa leather 
aamples and pricas. Bible Bindery. Box 2486. Abilene, Texas 
79604. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-806-874-1804 
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EAST TEXAS 

ELDERS' AND DEACONS' WORKSHOP 

MARCH 30- 31, 1984 

GEORGE BAILEY JAMES BAIRD ANDREW CONNALLY ROY DEAVER HARDEMAN NICHOLS 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

7:30-8:15 "Biblical Principles That Assure Great Leadership"
Andrew M. Connally 

8:20-9 :00 "Deacons And Their Ministries "-Hardeman Nichols 

9:00-9:50 
10:00-10:50 
11:00-11:50 

SATURDAY MORNING 

"Elders - Leaders of God's People "-Roy C. Deaver 
"The Pattern For Great Leadership "-James 0 . Baird 
"Shepherds, Teachers And Counsellors of Souls"
George W. Bailey 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

1:00- 1:50 "Present Doctrines That Are Drawing Away Disciples" 
-Roy C. Deaver 

2:00-2:50 "Serving Well As Deacons"-Andrew M. Connally 
3:00-3:50 Panel : Open Forum Of Questions And Answers 

s,·,·kiug 'Ji1 .c;,.,'V<' 'J'I.w S11vior Siun· 1885 Tbmug/.r Tl.w /'r,,..,;,.,. Aud /'rc,,cf.riu}!. Of NrUJ Te.<tnuw111 Cbristi11uity 

West Erwin church of Christ, 420 West Erwin, Tyler, Texas 
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Grace and Law 
Jerry Moffitt 

This subject has always bee n a problem. The J ew tried 
to establish his ow n righteo usness (Rom. 10:3), a nd tried 
to be justified by law witho ut need of a savior. Judaizi ng 
Christians ignored justifica tio n by an obed ient fa ith 
(Rom. I :5; Rom. 4: 12; Rom. 16:26), a nd tried to bind 
circumcision (Acts 15: I). The denominations often 
express tha t doing a ny obed ie nce is lega lism, and for 
a long whi le so me of our brethren have been saying law 
and grace a re mutua lly exclusive. So we will now 
app roach the subject by asking q uestions. 

IS LAW BAD? 

Contrary to wha t some say, the answer is em phatically 
no. Paul said he had not k nown sin except by the law 
(Rom. 7:7)! He said the law is holy, righteous, a nd good 
(Rom. 7: 12). It was good if one used it " lawfully" (I Tim. 
I :8), a nd Pau l delighted in it (Rom. 7:22), and recognized 
it as our schoolmaster, wh ich would bring us to C hrist 
(Gal. 3:24). Further, Paul wa nted C hrist ians to fulfill the 
ordina nces of the law (R om. 8:24; Rom. 13:8, 10), a nd 
called it "S PIRITUA L" (Rom. 7: 14). 

The problem with law itself, is that it was "weak 
through the flesh" (Rom. 8:3), po inted o ut ou r si ns a nd 
condemned us (Rom. 7:7-25). No o ne could keep it 
perfectly (Rom. 3: 19-23). But J esus and the a postles 
never condemned law; they cond emned the abuses the 
Jews made of the law. But more! 

COULD LAW SAVE? 

Theoretica lly- yes. If a ma n kept the Ia w perfectly, he 
wou ld be just (Rom. 2: 13). If he worked and did that, 
God would owe him salvation as a debt (Rom. 4:4). He 
co uld lift his flawless eyes and ra ise his spot less ha nds to 
God and say, "Let-me live eterna lly in yo ur presence. I do 

not need a savio r or yo ur grace to rid me of my sin, for 1 
ha ve no sin. " The problem is that one taking that course 
could not make one mistake (Gal. 3: 10). And the 
horrendous fact is ,. our flesh is too weak (Rom. 8:3), and 
all HAVE sinned (R om. 3:9; 3:23). 

HOW THEN WERE THE OLD TESTAMENT 
SAINTS SAVED? 

They were saved the same way we a re saved: by grace 
through obedient faith. If they kept God's law as 
obediently as they could , whe n they offered a nimal 
sacrifices, their sins were forgiven in prospect of wha t 
Christ wo uld do on the cross (Lev. 4:20 , 26 , 31, 35; 5: 10, 
13, 16, 18; 6:7; 19:22; Num. 15:25, 26, 28; Deut. 2 I:8). If 
they did not keep the law of Moses as best they could, 
they received no grace, and their sacrifices, instead of 
cleansing from si n, were a n a bomination unto God (Isa. 
1: 10- 15). In like manner, we must walk in the light(the 
law of Christ , I Cor. 9:21 ), if we a re to be continua lly 
cleansed by the blood of J esus (I Jn. I :7), which blood is 
the pinpoint of the grace of God. If we cease to keep His 
commands, we fall from grace (Gal. 5:4). So one may ask 
another question. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

'~ COFFIN IN EGYPT'' 
"So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they 

embalmed him, and he was put in a coffirz in Egypt. "So closes the book 
of Genesis. All of its recorded dealings of God with Israel, all the 
promises and the glories of the patriarchal line, end with ••a coffin in 
Egypt." 

A space of approximately three hundred years intervened between the 
last events of Genesis and the opening of Exodus- almost as long as the 
span of time between the closing of the Old Testament and the beginning 
of the New. During all that time, Israel was left with a mummy and a 
hope. The elaborately embalmed body of Joseph lay in its case, 
somewhere in Goshen, in care of the Israelites as is plain from the fact 
that they carried it with them in the exodus. For three centuries that silent 
"coffin in Egypt" preached its impressive messages. 

Mortality 

Without doubt, the coffin spoke of mortality. The Egyptians were 
much occupied with death. The land was filled with tombs, but the corpse 
of Joseph was probably not laid in one of them, but more likely remained 
housed somewhere in sight, as it were, of all Israel. Many a person who 
passed by the coffin's resting place must have pondered its meaning. 
These people were strong on teaching and tradition. No doubt the story 
of Joseph, from its beginning to its end in Egypt, was known by every 
Hebrew child. And the last words those shrivelled, colorless lips, which 
lay in the coffin, uttered were, 111 die: and God will surely visit you, and 
bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob ... God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my 
bones from hence" (Gen. 50:24-25). 

What a lesson for Israel! What a lesson for all mankind:"/ die but God 
will surely visit you. "In other words, Israel could survive the loss of one 
of her greatest patriarchs. For that matter, a hundred Josephs could die 
and all would be well, for God still lives! No matter how wise, how 
powerful or how seemingly irreplaceable a man may be, he will one day 
move to the city of the dead, and the world will continue without his 
presence. No man is necessary. The "coffin in Egypt" testified to the 
mortality of man. 

Hope 

The "coffin in Egypt" was also a herald of hope. Joseph's final 
instructions were encased in the hope of deliverance. His preserved body, 
laid where it could be lifted and carried away, was Joseph's firm 
confidence in the promises of God. The details of his hope we may not 
know, but we do know that Israel had charge of the coffin because the 
dead man that lay in it had, on the very edge of his death, believed that he 
still had a portion in Israel's hope and that in death he was not beyond the 
power and promise of God. He had lived, trusting in the promises of 
Jehovah, and, as he lived, he died. Centuries later the Hebrew writer 
would recall Joseph's dying command as a noble instance of faith and 
hope. And, such it was. 
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Thus, through the slow creeping centuries, the silent 
preacher in the coffin said, "Have hope. God is faithful 
and wil1 perform His words." But there was so much to 
make hope seem faint and fleeting. As the years trickled 
away, drop by drop, the promises must have seemed 
farther and farther from fulfillment. Some film of doubt 
must have crept over hope's bright eyes. New dynasties 
reigned, and Israel slowly sank into the state of bondage. 
It must have become hard to believe that the road of 
deliverance to the inheritance of the promised land ran 
through Goshen. But through all the darkening course of 
Israel in these sad centuries, there stood the "coffin," the 
token of a triumphant faith which believed that one day 
God would visit them and deliver them home. 

Beloved, we have a better herald of hope than a 
mummy-case and an encased, faithful patriarch. We have 
an empty tomb, an occupied throne and the promises of 
the very Son of God. Our Joseph said, "I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye 
may be also.,, Just as the world continues to detach us 
from the hope that anchors our souls, the Israelites must 
have been swayed by many temptations to forget the 
"dreams" of Joseph and settle down in fertile Goshen, to 
think of themselves better off there than in going out on a 
perilous enterprise to win pastures no richer than what 
they already possessed. In fact when the deliverance 
came, it was not particularly welcome, even though the 
oppression had been severe. When hope died down in 
them and their desire for deliverance became dulled, 
Joseph's silent coffin must have shouted in their ears, 
"This is not your rest; arise and claim your inheritance." 
The coffin testified to the fact that Jehovah had 
something better in mind for the Israelites than to settle in 
Goshen, and in time they would have to arise and leave to 
fulfill His plan. 

Patience 

The "coffin in Egypt" was also a preacher of patience. 
At least three centuries passed between the time Joseph's 
body was laid in it and the night it was lifted to be carried 
away by the departing Israelites. No doubt the centuries 
had made many a heart sick and the weary question, 
"Where is the promise of His coming?" must have been 
asked a "million" times, and in some cases it had 
probably turned into bitter disbelief that the promise 
would ever be fulfilled. But all of these years the coffin lay 
there proclaiming, ~~God will surely visit you, and bring 
you out of this land unto the land which he sware to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 

Surely we need the same lesson. Life is so short and we 
are so anxious for events to take place before our very 
eyes. Sometimes the prospect of great things that shall 
one day be accomplished in the world, things that we will 
not be here to see, weighs heavily on us. Unbelievers 
mock and make fun of the promises of God on such 
grounds (2 Peter 3:3-8). We need to learn patience; to 
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wait on Jehovah and never lose sight of the fact that God 
does not operate according to man's timetable. With 
confidence we must trust in God, for the more sure the 
confidence, the more patient the waiting. It is uncertainty 
which makes earthly hope short of breath and impatient 
of delay. Therefore, it should never stagger our faith that 
"a thousand years" should be "as one day" with the Lord. 
Through long centuries, man was prepared for the advent 
of the Christ. Nearly two tbousand years have passed 
since He walked the earth. Men of strong emotion and 
shallow faith constantly apply a timetable to. s~~b ~yegts 
and speak of His second ·co-ming as something that must 
soon occur. But it still remains true that God lifts His 
foot slowly, and plants it firmly in H-is march throughthis 
world. The "coffin in Egypt" reminds us of needed 
patience. 

Possession 

The "Coffin in Egypt" was a pledge of possession. It 
was cared for more than three centuries in Egypt, and at 
last was carried and reverently guarded during forty years 
of wilderness wanderings, until it was finally laid in the 
burial cave at Machpelah, beside the tombs of the fathers 
of the nation. Thus it became to the nation, and remains 
for us, a symbol of the truth that no hope based upon 
God's bare word is ever finally disappointed. Any other 
anticipations grounded on anything less solid must bear 
the element of uncertainty and in such cases fear will be 
ever present along side of hope. 

Joseph rested and risked everything on the plain 
promise of God. He who builds on that rock will never be 
put to shame, and when floods sweep away every refuge 
built on the sand, he will not need to make haste to find, 
amid the storm and darkness, some other shelter, for he 
can know that the torrent has not the power to wash away 
his fortress. 

There is no nobler example of victorious faith which 
prolonged confidence and expectation than Joseph's 
dying commandment concerning his bones. Christians 
today can learn a needed lesson from the death-bed of 
Joseph. Is our faith as strong as that of this man, who in 
the morning twilight of revelation, and with a hope of an 
earthly inheritance, which one might have thought would 
be shattered by death, was able to fling his anchor clean 
across the gulf when he said, "Carry my bones from 
hence''? We have a better inheritance, and fuller, clearer 
promises and facts on which to trust. Shame on us if we 
have a feebler faith. 

• 
When Yisitina INOXYILLI 

Use this coupon for 
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Grace and Law 
(Continued fro m Page 1) 

ARE WE U NDER LA W T ODAY? 

Empha tica lly, yes! We a re und er a law of fa ith ( Rom. 
3:27) , the law of the Spirit of life (R om. 8:2), the law of 
Christ (Ga l. 6:2), the law of libe rty (J as. 1 :2S; 2: 12), the 
roya l la w (J as. 2:8), the la w put into our minds (H eb. 
8: 10). If we were no t unde r law, there ~ould be no 
tra nsgressio n (I J n. 3:4; R om. 4: IS), and sm wo uld not 
oe imputed to us (Rom. S: 13). 

Law includes a ll the rules a nd comma nd s God has 
givenus(Jn . l4:21 ; JS : IO; IS:l4; 14: 1S ; IJn.2:4;3:24; 11 
Jn. 6). To be under law to C hrist, is the sa~e thin_g as 
wa lking " in the lig ht" whe re C hrist 's blood will contmue 
to clea nse us. Th rough a d he ring to law, grace is ex tended 
(I Jn . 1:7;Jn. 14:2 1; I C or. 7:1 9; 1Jn.2:~),for adh~ r~ngto 
the law is the sa me as "walking in the light as he IS 111 the 
light" ( I Jn . I :7) . But if we wa lk in d a rkness, breaking His 
commands, we ha ve not God ( II Jn. 9-11 ). But we must 
keep in mind tha t we a re not pe rfect (J as. 3:2), so LA W 
CO ULD NEVER BE THE PRI NCIPLE, BASIS, O R 
GROUND O F SALVATIO N. Thro ugh fa ith, it can only 
be the mea ns whe reby we can e nter a nd rema in in the 
GR AC E by which we a re saved . Whe n one tries to make 
law the principle, basis, or ground of sa lva t ion., he finds 
tha t it becomes a curse (Gal. 3:10, 13), whe reby he is sla in 
(R o m. 7:7-2S). But let us d ea l with anothe r question. 

ARE NOT LAW AND GRACE MUTUALL Y 
EXCLUSIVE? 

No! Why should they be? Of course, if someone means 
that they a re mutua lly exclusive in rega rd to being the 
principle, ground, or basis o f salva tion , they would be 
correct. One co uld not be saved by law a nd need grace a t 
the sa me time; a nd one could no t a t the sa me time be 
saved by grace a nd need to kee p la w perfectly fo r 
salva tion. There a re two routes toward ete rna l life,j ust as 
there are two ways to have clean ha nds. O ne, you ca n 
wash dirt from them (tha t's gra ce thro ugh obedient 
faith ), or two, you can neve r get them dirty ( tha t 's being 
saved by works of the la w) . You may do one o r the othe r, 
but ca nnot do both. Think a bout it. Remember, too, 
ta king the seco nd route dema nds utte r perfectio n, never 
getting soiled . But since a ll have sinned ( Ro m. 3:23), to 
choose that ro ute is to choose a way of dea th (R om . 7:9 , 
10). 

But those who sa y law and grace a re mutually exclusive 
do not, we feel, mea n that in regard to them being the 
principle, gro und , or basis of sa lva tion . T hey mea n, if 
you are sa ved by grace, you cannot have the least bit of 
action thrown in as a requirement to get grace or to stay 
in it. So there g oes, in their mind , re pentance, confessio n, 
and especia lly ba ptism. The re goes, too, in effect, 
"walking in the light" or "kee ping" the co mma ndments . 
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But we have neve r seen a clear, scriptura l, forthright 
answer as to why such sho uld be the case. This is beca use 
A F R E E GIFT C A N HAV E CO N DITIO NS 
AT TAC H E D! I ha ve before me anothe r offe r which 
ca me in the ma il , of a free gift. But to ge t my free gift, it 
lists severa l conditi ons. It truly is a f ree gift, but I must 
se nd in a n o rde r fo r some thing else to get it. H ow ma ny 
offe rs of "free gifts" with co nditio ns a ttached have yo u 
received? How foo lish it is to say gra ce a nd la w a re 
mutua lly exclusive in regard to conditions attached to 
grace. No, we must mee t a ll the conditions in volved in 
getting into a nd wa lking in the light to receive grace. 

Romans 6:14 sa ys, "fo r ye a re no t under law, but unde r 
g race." True, we a re und e r g race a s the basis and ground 
o f salva ti on, not und er la w. Tha t's all it means. But law as 
a mea ns info grace is neve r condemned (I J n. I :7). 

CO NC LUSION 

After a study of grace a nd law, the re is o ne thing tha t 
vibra tes deep in our souls. Whe n G od demo nstra ted tha t 
we co uld no t be saved by the la w principle, He loved us so 
much, he fo und another way: grace through fa ith (Jn. 
3: 16; Eph. 2:8-10). All we ca n d o is respo nd to his love by 
keeping his comma ndme nts as best we can (J n. 14: IS ; J n. 
IS: I4). My! H ow we love Him fo r the magnifice nt help 
He gave us! 

8900 Manchaca R oad 
Austin, Texas 7874S 
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Biblical Studies 
G 1lbert D. Gough. Ediwr 

'PAUL'S PERSONAL 
REMARKS"J 

(II Timothy 4:9-22) 

Terry Joe Kee 

This text reveals to us the last word s ever penned by the 
apostle Pa ul. In these two epistles Paul has wa rned , 
exhorted, encouraged a nd admo nished the young 
evangelist Timothy to "fight the go od fight of fa ith ," ( I 
Timothy 6: 12) and " to endure ha rdness as a good soldier" 
(II Timothy 2:3). Paul had fo ught a good fight , fini shed 
his course a nd kept the fa ith . T herefore he k new he had a 
heavenly crown awa iting him upon his depa rture from 
this life. Pa ul a lso knew tha t the time of this depa rture 
was a t hand (II Timothy 4:6-8). N ow in these last lines he 
ma kes some persona l rema rks which po int out a t least 
three things we wa nt to notice. 

First , note that during Paul's last days he had a great 
desire to see this young eva ngelist o ne last time. Pa ul sa id , 
" Do thy diligence to co me shortly unto me" (ve rse 9). 
Further he said , " Do thy diligence to co me before winter" 
(verse 2 1). Pa ul, ha ving bee n rea red in T a rsus, a 
Mediterranea n sea port, realized that if Timothy delayed 
his coming they might never see one a nothe r aga in o n this 
side of eternity . Travel during the winte r months was 
halted due to the violent storms of the seaso n. Pa ul, 
himself, had suffe red during such a winter storm eve n 
though he had wa rned of the impending da nge r (Acts 
27:8-44). Paul knew tha t if Timothy did not make a 
diligent effort to come quickly, he would not see his son i_n 
the faith again. Certainly during one's last d ays of thts 
sojourn, he would want to be surro unded b y loved and 
trusted comrades. 

When Timothy ca me, he was to bring Pa ul's cloak, 
which he had left with Carpus a t Troas. Perha ps during 
the coming winter months Pa ul would need this cl oa~ to 
wa rm him in his cold , damp dungeon. A lso, Pa ul demed 
for " the books, but especially the pa rchment~" t~ be 
brought to him (verse 13). He was an a postle, an tnspt red 
man and a stalwart soldier of the cross, a nd ye t, he never 
lost his desi re to stud y. Pa ul had to ld the young eva ngelist 
to " Study to shew thyself a pproved unto God " ( II 
Timothy 2:15). Pa ul not o nly ta ught others to stud y but 
also was a student himself, even a t the time of his dea th. If 
the inspired apostle Paul saw the need fo r stud ying, what 
about us? 

In the second place, no tice the contrast in Demas an~ 
John Mark. When we a re first introduced to Demas, he tS 
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described as Paul's "fell owlaborer" (Philemon 24). 
Demas, a long with the beloved physician Luke, sent· 
greetings to the church at Colosse (Colossians 4: 14). Now 
Pa ul tells us tha t "Demas ha th forsaken me, having loved 
this present world " (verse I 0). H ow sad and tragic it is to 
see a " fell owla borer" in the vineyard of our Lord return 
to the world. Yet, on the other ha nd, how joyo us it is to 
see the growth a nd d evelopment of Mark. Mark had 
accompanied Paul a nd Barna bas on the first missiona ry 
journey. However, Mark had not completed that 
j ourney. When Paul and Ba rnabas mad e ready for the 
second journey, contentio n was caused when Ba rna bas 
wanted to ca rry his nephew, Mark, and Paul refused to 
let hi m go. Pa ul 's feelings were so strong that he even 
selected another co-worker, Silas, and d eparted without 
Ba rna bas. Paul evidently had se rious d oubts about 
Ma rk's usefu lness to the kingdom of Christ a t this po int. 
Howeve r, a child of God can grow a nd his fa ith ca n be 
prove n. T his was t rue in the life of Mark. When Pa ul 
wrote to the Colossians he sent saluta tions from Mark 
(Colossians 4: 10). T his indicates tha t Pa ul had ga ined 
confidence in J o hn Ma rk. Now in the last wo rd s of the 
a pos tle, he lets us know through this revela tion tha t 
Ma rk has his full confidence. Pa ul had refused to 
compa ny with Mark, but now, as he is readying for his 
departure he wants Timothy to brin~ Ma rk with him 
(verse II ). This one tha t Paul had seen as unprofi ta ble, he 
now describes as " profitable to me for the ministry." As 
tragic as it is to see Demas forsake the faith , we ought t.o 
be ovetj oyed to see the spiri tua l growth of Mark. T hts 
indicates to us that we can either grow into spiritual 
gia nts or else become spiritual d egenerates. We a re eith~r 
growing o r dying. C hristians do not j ust " hold thetr 
own." 

Then fina lly, notice tha t even in the face of d eath, Pa ul 
was concerned with the furtherance of the gospel. When 
many others wo uld want to be surrounded by faithful 
friends a nd Chris tia n comrades, Paul's great concern was 
still fo r the los t. Pa ul was se nding his fellowla borers into 
the vineya rd to ha rvest the souls of men a nd ga ther them 
int o God 's storehouse. Pa ul sent "Crescens to Gala tia" 
a nd "Titus to Da lma tia" (verse 10). Paul had also sent 
"Tychicus .. . to Ephesus"(verse 12). Paul still felt a n ever
co nsta nt concern and care for all the churches. Paul 
understood that he had fought his fight a nd won his 
victory, and yet , still multitudes were los t. 

Pa ul also knew fro m bitter experience, tha t there 
would be those who wo uld sta nd in o ppos itio n to the 
truth. Pa ul wa rns Timothy of the dangers imposed by 
Alexand er (ve rses 14-1 8) . Alexander was one wh~ 
"grea tly withstood our words." Some have suggeste? thts 
is the Alexa nde r of Acts 19:33, 34; others suppose h tm to 
be the one menti oned in Acts 4 :6 when Peter a nd J ohn 
were brought into questio n. Still others suggest him to be 
the Alexander of I Timothy I: 18-20 who had made 
shipwreck of the fa ith. Howeve r, it is impossible to know 
wi th certa inty which of these, if any, he was. Yet, a ll of us 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"Paul 's Personal Remarks" 
(Continued from Page 5) " THE SERM ON ON THE MOUNT" 

A Homi letic Commentary 

have our " Alexanders." As long as there are those who 
oppose the t ruth, despise hearing a "Thus sa ith the Lord ," 
have disdain for gospel preaching and for preachers, we 
will be faced with our " Alexanders." There may be and 
a re times when in the face of such opposition we may see 
all men forsake us. Hopefully we can be as forgiving as 
Paul was. Certa inly we should be strengthened to know 
that the Lord is with us as long as we continue to preach 
the truth. We must ever preach the gos pel in bo ldness, 
that men might hea r it and be saved by it. For if we 
succum b to the" Alexanders," who will preach the wo rd? 
How are men to hea r the word if we will not stand , but 
allow o urselves to be tra mpled into the d ust by the 
"Alexanders" of the world? As we today stand in the 
"mouth of the lion ," sha ll we be delivered o r devoured? 
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I• Biblical Sermons 

I AM SET FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THE 

GOSPEL 
(Phil. 1:12-18) 

Andrew Connally 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. Our world is frought with evil. It is pregnant with 

error. If it be possible, Satan and the forces of un
godliness will drive us from the scene. If they cannot 
rout us, then they would silence us. 

2. They would intimidate us and instill fear in our 
hearts. To the extent this is done, just to that extent 
the church has succumbed to the power of Satan and 
lost her voice for God in this world. But, God still 
says we are the salt, light and leaven of righteousness 
that preserves this world. . 

3. Christianity is militant (I Tim. 3: 15). The church ~s 
the undergirding support of the truth of God. She 1s 
the only voice God has to contend for the t~th, the 
whole truth and only the truth. 

4. Question: If we, the church, do not defend the goo~, 
then who will? Who can? Who cares? The answer 1s 
clear - it shall not be done! 

5. Notice Paul's statement in Phil. 1:16. Paul the.~ged; 
Paul the infirmed; Paul the interned; yet m1htant 
and ready to contend for the faith! WHAT A MAN! 

I. "I AM SET FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL." 
1. It was personal with Paul. "I" (Cf. Rom. 1: 14-18). 

He had a deep sense of personal responsi~ility and 
commitment. Notice the use of "I" three t1mes. No 
one could fill up the measure of his cup ( Cf. Col. 
1:24; Notice the "I" again!). Therefore, "I am set 
for the defense of the gospel." 

2. All Christians have this responsibility to "co~t~nd 
for the faith" (Jude 3). (Notice the four d1v1ne 
assertions in the verse). 

3. Where is such a militant spirit today as we see here? 
(l) Notice the disciples in Jesus' day (Matt. 15:7-12). 
(2) Notice Jesus' reply (Matt. 15: 13-15). 
(3) Jesus denounced the false religionists of hi~ d~y 

(Matt. 23: 13-36). He teaches t.h~t we. ex1st 1n 
opposition to, not in competition w1th false 
doctrine! 

4 Notice Paul's admonition (2 Tim. 1 :4-8). 
· ( 1) "Be not ashamed of the testimony of the Lord." 

What are you ashamed of? Preacher? Elder? 
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Deacon? Parent? Young Person? What's 
bugging you? 

(2) "Don't be ashamed of me, his prisoner" (Cf. 
Heb. 10:32-39). 

(3) "God gave us not a spirit offear"(Cf. Prov. 28: 1) . 
., Your fear does not come from God (Rev. 21:8). 

II. "I AM SET FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL." 
1. This was not only personal with Paul, but a 

militancy was necessary - "Defense" and a real 
defense must be made by all men when needed! 

2. We must "Be ready always to give answer to every 
man that asks you a reason for the hope within you" 
(I Peter 3:15). . , .. 
(I) "Sanctify in your hearts Chnst as Lord. This IS 

the problem- we have not m~de Jesus the L~rd 
of our lives. We simply want h1m to be the Savior 
of our souls. It doesn't work that way (Rom. 
10:9-10; Cf. Lk. 6:46). 

(2) "Being ready always to give answer" (Cf. 2 Tim. 
4: 1-5; Eph. 5: 16; Prov. 27: I). 

(3) "A reason for the hope that is within you." Hope 
is the foundation of our obedience (Cf. Rom. 
l:I6; 8:24-25). 

III. "I AM SET FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL." 
1. Its purity (2 Cor. I I:I-3; 11: 13:I5). Some are.lax on 

liberalism; Weak on worldliness; Perverted on 
purity (Gal. I :6-9). 

2. Its power (Rom. I:I6; Acts 20:32). . 
3. Its promises (2 Peter 1:3-4; I Cor. 3:21; I T1m. 4:8). 

What more could anyone want? 

CONCLUSION: 
1. Cowards have nothing to offer the w.orld. Worldly 

Christians have even less. But the nghteous have 
the Son of Righteousness as their leader and guide. 

2. Let us then declare war on all the. faces of evil and 
be about our Father's business. 

3. The gospel, the church and the Christian ~ave the 
power to meet the needs of this hour. N at1ons are 
perishing. Let us stand up for God while still we can! 

5IO N. Kaufman 
Seagoville, TX 7 5 I 59 • 
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GROWING A 
CHRISTIAN 

Walter Swain 

Much has been said and written in recent years about 
"growing a church," but little concern seems to have been 
given to "growing a Christian." Church growth surely is 
important, although I am not a ware of the term being 
used in the New Testament. But the N~w Testament 
writers do refer several times to the growtn of Christians 
(Ephesians 4: 15; I Peter 2:2; II Peter 3: 18; Ephesians 2:21; 
11 Thessalonians 1 :3). 

Numerical growth of the church is important, and we 
should seek all means to bring about that growth; but 
perhaps we are overlooking the real source of that growth 
in seeking methods, systems, and novelties to bring it 
about, rather than seeing it as a result of the spiritual 
growth of those who make up the church. 

It might be compared to a farmer diligently studying 
what color to paint the barn, what kind of tractor to use, 
how long to make his rows, who he is going to hire to help 
him, and what hours to work, while neglecting to buy the 
proper seed for his crop; All these other things don't 
really matter if the seed is not good, although they are 
important to his work. 

We can follow the best methods in the world, use the 
best tools, and copy the most successful practices of the 
denominations in seeking to "grow a church" but if the 
"seed" is bad we will fail ultimately. 

The church today needs to develop spiritually mature 
members, who live and practice their beliefs. The world is 
looking for mature guidance and direction. When they 
see it in the members of Christ's body, we will not have 
buildings large enough to hold those who will come to us. 

Was this not what the world saw in the first century 
church? They had no workshops, buildings, Vacation· 
Bible Schools, Christian Colleges, church growth 
experts, or church growth seminars. But they grew! 

They grew because they manifested to the world a new 
spiritual life in Christ, that changed their personalities 
and lives completely. They grew because as persons they 
exuded joy, moral purity, hope, and a great enthusiasm 
for the things of God. As Luke says of them, "They 
marvelled, and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus"(Acts 4: 13). As Christians suffered, 
and even died for their faith, the world saw Christ in 
them, and wanted a part of it. 

Later, Paul's writings reflected the importance of the 
spiritual growth of Christians. In Ephesians 4: 11-16 he 
speaks of the purpose of our lives in Christ in such terms 
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as, "perfecting of the saints," "fullgrown man," "No 
longer children," and reaching "the fullness of Christ." In 
I Corinthians 2: 10 to 3:3 he condemns the Corinthian 
Christians for not being spiritual, but, rather, carnal. He 
urges us in Philippians 2:5 to develop "the mind of 
Christ." 

Other New Testament writers also stress the 
importance of spiritual growth on the part of each 
Christian (James 1:27; I Peter 2:1,2; II Peter 1:4,3:1 I; I 
John 2:29, 3:3; Jude 20, 21). 

Certainly church growth studies and learning to use all 
the means and methods available to us are important, 
and needed. But these will be of little avail if we do not 
grow mature, spiritual minded Christians. We may bring 
many to the church with these means, but we will not help 
them or keep them if the church is not morally and 
spiritually what God wants it to be. Let's strive to grow 
strong, mature, and morally pure Christians. 

833 Begonias Street 
Escondido, CA 92027 

IS THERE A 
PERSONAL GOD? 

Burton Coffman 

• 

There cannot be a doubt with reference to the biblical 
answer to this question. THERE IS INDEED A 
PERSONAL GOD.· 

The vision of the THRONE OF GOD in Revelation 
chapters 4 and 5 shows that the control center of the 
universe is occupied by a PERSON, not a robot, and that 
every thing in the whole universe, both animate and 
inanimate is subject absolutely to the will of Him who sits 
upon the THRONE. 

It is not enough to believe that God is some kind of a 
blind force, or a kind of impersonal destiny in charge of 
all things. The true God is a PERSON. "He that cometh 
unto God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him" (Heb. 11:6). 

Loss of faith in a PERSONAL GOD automatically 
destroys everything else in C~ristianity. These may be 
described as the THREE "R's'' of holy religion: 
REVELATION, REGENERATION, and RESPONSI
BILITY. 
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.Bel~ef in revelation is impossible except in the light of 
fatth tn a personal God. If NO ONE is enthroned in 
heaven, then NO ONE has spoken to us. The Bible 
cannot be the word of God unless God is a person who 
speaks to his creation. 

The belief in regeneration or a new birth cannot exist 
apart from recognition of the personhood of God. One 
can not be born of some abstract law· if one is "born . , 
agatn" as Jesus commanded, it is impossible unless he is 
born of a person. That person, of course, is God. 

Responsibility also disappears from the thoughts of 
men without faith in the personal God of the Bible. If 

IIWHENCE THEN 
COMETH WISDOM?'' 

Curtis A. Cates 

Mankind since the Garden of Eden has asked, "Where 
did I come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? Why 
is this happening to me?" That man is able to ask these 
questions is evidence of the "great gulr which exists 
between human· beings and animals. Must people 
struggle through life alone, not knowing the meaning and 
purpose of life? The question "Whence then cometh 
wisdom?" was answered in the most ancient book in the 
Bible, and the answer has not·changed (Job 28). 

Mankind has attempted to answer these critical 
questions of life through three avenues; he has sought 
answers through human philosophy, or reason; through 
science, or nature; and finally through revelation (Rom. 
1: 18-27). Three individuals in Job sought truth through 
human reason and human experience; Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar attempted to affirm that since suffering 
alw·ays, according to their reasoning, resulted as 
punishment for sin, and since Job was suffering, then Job 
was a rank sinner. Eliphaz appealed to what he had 
observed (4:7, 8), Bildad to what he learned from 
antiquity, or history (8:8-10), and Zophar to what he 
merely assumed (20:2, 3). Job continually denied that he 
had committed the grievous sin which would warrant this 
trouble; in fact, although not revealed to Job throughout 
the book, Job was actually suffering because of his 
righteousness (Chaps. I, 2). Three rounds of arguments 
had been refuted by Job, and now the question is asked, 
"Where shall wisdom be found" (28: 12)? He is not 
convinced by the various schools of thought; Job has 
maintained his integrity before God, though he perceived 
God as killing him ( 13:15, 16). He serves God because he 
loves Him, not because of what he receives from God; 
and, God's honor is vindicated against Satan. Job has 
learned that true wisdom lies not in man nor in man's 
ability to discover; Job is a developing character. Thus, 
Job is contemplating just where wisdom can be found; he 
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indeed, as wicked men say, there is no God upon the 
THRONE; then, horror of horrors, there is nothing in 
this universe that is any higher than a man! In such a 
conviction human responsibility perishes. Man becomes 
responsible only to himself, or to whatever laws his fellow
man may make; and the immediate result is that man rejects 
all external authority whatever, tending absolutely to 
anarchy, obeying only what suits his advantage or 
convenience. 

Let men return to faith in the God of the Bible. The 
alternative is to invite total disaster for the race of men. 
Humanity cannot continue without REVELATION, 
REGENERATION, and RESPONSIBILITY. • 

is rising closer to the "Light." 

The Jewish canon places the book of Job in "Wisdom 
Literature." God gave Job the wisdom revealed therein; 
t~e twenty-eighth chapter emphasizes the need to hear 
God and prepares for the Lord's speeches(Chaps. 38-42). 

MAN CANNOT DISCOVER WISDOM 

Human research and philosophy can not discover true 
wisdom (vv. I-ll), in spite of the fact that man has a 
dignity which no other earthly creature possesses. The 
sages have spoken, but Job is still in misery; God has 
remained silent. Man's ingenuity and determination are 
praised; the example of mining is used. However, the 
industry and brilliance of man had failed to uncover 
wisdom! 

Human skill in mining had brought man much wealth. 
Job knew of mines which had unearthed gold, silver, 
iron, copper, and many precious stones (vv. I, 2, 7). 
Arabia, Egypt, Lebanon, Tarshish, and other areas had 
extensive mining operations. Tubalcain was a "forger of 
every cutting instrument of brass and iron" (Gen. 4:22), 
even during the ante-deluvian period. But, the wicked 
would not be satisfied with even much gold and silver, 
and though "He lieth down rich, ... he shall not be 
gathered to his fathers,· ... God shall hurl at him and not 
spare"(21: 13-23); true wisdom is not theirs, because man 
can not search it out. Job realized this; he refused when he 
had riches to trust in them (31:24, 25). 

Men are not satisfied until they have risked life and 
limb to uncover precious metals and stones, exploring 
with torches to the far reaches of darkness (v. 3), 
suspended and swinging by ropes far from other men on 
the surface (v. 4). Evidently the nourishment from the soil 
is not enough to satisfy this hunger; man must pursue 
hidden treasures, which capability and drive was within 
God's plan for man since creation (Gen. I :28-30; Psa. 8:6; 
Heb. 2:8). They rummage through earth's crust (v. 5), for 
the stones and metals are there (v. 6). Though its eye is 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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"Whenee Then Cometh Wisdom?" 
(Continued from Page 9) 

keen and though it hungrily pursues its prey, the falcon 
has never seen or fathomed the path to these valuable 
items (v. 7). Only man has the wisdom, reasoning ability 
thus to do. Not even the wild beasts have known this path 
(v. 8). The mountains, underground streams, and hardest 
rocks can present but temporary obstacles to man in his 
relentless search; soon, the treasures are brought to the 
surface (vv. 9-11). 

After all of this effort and thought that he has such 
reasoning power, man is still devoid of wisdom. Again 
Job asks, "But where shall wisdom be found" (v. 12)? 
Man is far above the animals; he has met with spectacular 
success. Yet, it is sad that wisdom still eludes him. 

MAN CANNOT BUY WISDOM 

Many have attempted unsuccessfully to purchase true 
wisdom, whether from soothsayers, universities, 
philosophers, scientists, ancestors, or "theologians." "It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his own steps" (Jer. 
I 0:23). "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man; But 
the end thereof are the ways of death"(Prov. 14:12).1t is 
not to be discovered "in the land of the living" (v. 13); it 
cannot be purchased. ~~Lo, this is the man [the man God 
would destroy] that made not God his strength, But 
trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened 
himself in his wickedness" (Psa. 52:5, 7). 

The world cannot reveal wisdom! But were it able, one 
could not buy it. Were the oceans explored as are the 
rocks, wisdom could not be found (v. 14). None of the 
valuables of man can purchase true wisdom (vv. 15-19); it 
is not for sale. Though God knows the price thereof, He 
cannot be bribed;. not always is the richest nation the 
most blessed with morality, with the eternal verities, and 

with emphasis upon the humane. This wisdom is "not of 
this world" (Jno. 18:36). Worldly wisdom- philosophy, 
astrology, scientism, neo-orthodoxy, et al. - cannot 
enable man to understand his destiny. What man prizes 
most cannot purchase wisdom (Prov. 8: I 9; Psa. I 9: I 0). 
Again Job asks, "Whence then com~th wisdom" (v. 20)? 

ONLY GOD POSSESSES AND GIVES WISDOM 

Since neither man nor beast had seen wisdom and since 
death had but heard rumors ofit(vv. 21, 22), man would 
have to receive it by revelation from God, Who sees 
everything (vv. 23, 24). Being the sovereign Creator (vv. 
24-26) and having designed the universe, God 
understands fully and possesses all wisdom (v. 27). Not 
only does He "understand the way thereof," but He will 
and does reveal it to man, if he will listen - "And unto 
man he said, ... "(v. 28). Wisdom was- and is- revealed 
through propositional revelation as God spake (Heb. I: 1-
3); the tnith is absolute! And, without this divine 
revelation from the Almighty, wisdom would still be "hid 
from the eyes of all living" (v. 21). "That which is known 
of God is manifest in them,· for God manifested it unto 
them" (Rom. 1: 19). Christ affirmed to Peter that "flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it [the deity of Christ] unto 
thee, but my Father who is in heaven"(Matt. 16:16, 17). 

True wisdom is defined, "Behold, thefearofthe Lord, 
that is wisdom; And to depart/rom evil is understanding'' 
(v. 28). ~'The fear [reverence or awe]of Jehovah is the 
beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments" (Psa. I 11: I 0). On the 
other hand, "the foolish despise wisdom and instruction" 
(Prov. 1 :7). Job has spoken about God rightly, for he held 
the conviction that he was to honor God's wisdom(42:7); 
"that man [Job] was perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, a~d turned away from evil" (1:1). Job 
learned, consequently, "that the Lord is full of pity, and 
merciful" (Jas. 5: 11). 

FIRST ANNUAL SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS LECTURESHIP 
March 16 - 18, 1984 

March 16 

March 17 

March 18 
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Theme: The New Testament Church 

Cullendale Church of Christ 
2707 Mt. Holly Road- Camden, AR 71701 

Telephone: 501 - 231-5228 

SUBJECT 

The Church the Prophets Saw 
How to Establish Biblical Authority 

The Establishment of the Church 
The First Century Church 

AND 

The Church and the Great Commission 
My Responsibility as A Christian 

The Organization of the Church 
The Church Eternally Purposed 

The Worship of the Church 
The Work/Mission of the Church 

SPEAKERS 

Robert Taylor, Jr. 
Garland Elkins 

David Brown 
Carroll P. Bennett 

Bill Jackson 
Bill Jackson 

David Brown 
Wayman Swain 

Bill Jackson 
Earl Richardson 

7:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 

9:45a.m. 
10:40 a.m. 

2:00p.m. 
3:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 
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True wisdom would have one, first, to become "poor in 
spirit" (Ma.tt. 5:3) and to "humble" himself before God 
(Matt. 18:3, 4); only then will he take heed how he hears 
(Luke 8:18); when God spoke, Job listened (Chaps. 38-
42). And, only when Job sat at the feet of God, as it were, 
and received His instruction in His college of Wisdom did 
he reach his highest potential and nobility. Wisdom 
would lead one, second, to tum away from evil. In fact, a 
person cannot have one without the other. Job hated 
what God hates ( 1 :8; 2:3); he knew that he was righteous 
( 13: 18). On the other hand, God stated that Job's friends 
had not spoken correct things about God, as Job had 
(42:7). 

"Where then cometh wisdom?" There are places where 
true wisdom cannot be found. For one thing, science 
cannot discover wisdom. The theory of uniformitarian, 
organic evolution has never solved anything nor has it 
answered the major questions of life. Man knows more 
about science today than ever before, and yet moral and 
ethical conditions have never been worse! True science 
has benefitted mankind, but false science not so. Paul 
observed that such leads inevitably to homosexuality 
(Rom. I :24-27); not only can they not understand nature; 
they cannot even understand themselves. 

For a second thing, a silent hour of meditation out in 
nature may calm nerves, but it cannot teach values or 
prepare one for eternity. And, neither can holding hands 
or turning the lights down low; if this had been practiced 
in Troas, Eutychus could not· have fallen out of the 
window (Acts 20:7-9). 

For a third thing, athiestic psychology and 
anthropology, which hold man to be but an animal who is 
passing through but a stage in his evolution toward a 
"superior" type animal, leads but to more inhumanity to 
man and to countless atrocities for the "sake of society." 
When Job was restored, why did God not double his 
children as He did his sheep, camels, oxen, and asses? The 
answer is to be found in the fact that children are not 
sheep; sheep die all over, like Rover, but children not so. 
Job had ten living in the bosom of A braham and ten 
living on earth, for a total of twenty- double the original 
number (42:13, 14). 

For a fourth thing, astrology cannot answer the 
fundamental questions in life but fosters Fatalism. Those 
who do not get out of bed until their horoscopes read 
right are in hopeless misery, having the idea that God 
does not change things. Job had nothing to do with this 
iniquity (31 :26-28). 

For a fifth thing, neither liberalism nor neo-orthodoxy 
can meet man's spiritual needs and discover true wisdom; 
apart from revelation, man's thinking always ends in vain 
imagination and speculation - perversion (Rom. I :20, 
21 ). Every world religion started by man and every 
sectarian group is the result of man's rejection of true 
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wisdom; perverted people beget perverted religions. Paul 
warns of the danger of being spoiled by "philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the traditions ofmen"(Col. 2:8, 9). True 
wisdom will not be found in seminaries where 
modernists, who have draped their theologies over 
Hegel's athiestic philosophy of history, are saying "Lo 
here!" or "Lo there!"- searching for palatable heresy as 
an alternative to absolute truth. Both the deceitful 
teachers and the gullible students shall fall into the ditch! 
The "search for the historical Jesus," the "demything" of 
certain elements of "pericope" in order to get down to the 
"kerygma," and the "existential," or "crisis theology's" 
leap of faith leading to "authenic existence" are not 
exemplary of true wisdom! Those who parrot such 
palaver must not be tolerated in either pulpit or lectern or 
college classroom, "no, not for an hour; that the truth of 
the gospel might continue with you" (Gal. 2:5). 

True wisdom comes only through God's revelation; 
Christ came seeking man (Luke 19:10). God's Word is 
truth (J no. 17: 17). But, Paul said, "if our gospel is veiled, 
it is veiled in them that perish: in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving"(II Cor. 
4:3, 4). Some have refused to hear the truth (Acts 13:46; II 
Thess. 2:10-13). Paul called them"fools"(Rom. f:21,22)! 

Christ, Wh~ is the Way, Trqth, and Life, invites all to 
"Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest, (Matt. 11 :28). ~~Why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" (Luke 
6:46)? One should respond as did Job, "I had heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear,· But now mine eyes seeth 
thee: Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes" (42:5, 6). How wonderful to have the privilege to 
exclaim, "I know that my Redeemer liveth" (19:25)! 

Director, Memphis School of Preaching 
4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Memphis, TN 38118 • 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children.'s Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Ctirlstian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 697, 
Vacaville, CA 96688, or call 707/448-
3667. 

Call Now For Your 
THREE UNUSUAL DAYS 

with 
JERRY CANTRELL 

(305) 636-7671 
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NEW CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

ASSIST, INC. 
is now accepting applications 

for positions of 
MARKETING REPRESENTATIVES 

First year income potential of $1,500 to $2,000 per month for motivated 
and people oriented individuals. Sales experience preferred, but not 
required. 

Job Description 
• Contact Ministers 
• Schequle audio-visual showing of 

~~Ministers Tax and Financial Planning 
System" 

• Gather data from enrolling clients 

Send resume to: 

1508 Metro Tower 
Lubbock,Texas79401 

NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

AMI FEATURES: 
• Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

• IRA/ HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalos Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford (fori Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817·:Z8:Z·l911 

21 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
Or~er 300 Stoclc Plaru Read,. lo Meet Your Need. 

______________ __:~~~~~~------------------J 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manch~ Road, Austin, Taxes 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 or 3 Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. I. Benefits 
Scholarship Available 
Sound Teachers s . -

. 

Call or Write: 
(813) 683-4043 
Florida School of 

Preaching 
Lakeland, FL 33803 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS: JANUARY 23, 1984 & SEPTEMBER 3, 1984 

B. C. CARR: DIRECTOR 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Tile AMEN Monostry works w•tl'l lattl'ltul congregallons ot the 
cl'lurcl'les ol Cnrost whose memt~ers on m•htary •nstallatoons 
wor1dwtcle are wa•t•no to help your lowe<l ones - as tl'ley l'lawe 
l'letpecl wotl'l tl'le spnuual an<l pl'lys•cal nee<ls ol thOusands ol 
others durong ll'le put hwe years Tl'l•s serwoce •• ,,.., 

Son<l "ame. complete address. phone and mototary installallon. 
and Sll•rotual cond<llon. '' known along wlln your name an<l a<l· 
dress to· 

(~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE"S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
West Monroe. Louosoana 71291 

Americ:aa MWta17 Evuse11ziDs Nadou 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 6, 1984 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

April 25, 1984- Aug. 14, 1984 
Oberammergau 

July 5, 1984 
Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896· 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800..874-1804 
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AUSTRIA 
ENGLAND 
FRANCE 
GERMANY 
IRELAND 
ITALY 
SCOTLAND 
SWITZERLAND 
WALES 

THRU AGE49 
AGE 50& UP 

FOUR GREAT 
TOURS IN TANDEM 

TAKE ONE or TAKE ALL 

TOUR DIRECTORS 

Dr. & Mrs. J. P. Sanders 

Dr. & Mrs. Russel Squire 

fOR DETAILS CONTACT 

Educational Travel Service 
Dr. Russel N. Squire 
P.· 0. Box 3114 
Wesdake Village, CA 91359 
(805) 497-2408 

Hear ... 

Guy N. Woods 

in a· 
Gospel Meeting 

March 16, 17 and 18 

Services: 
Friday & Saturday -7:30pm 

Sunday: 
10:00 am 
11:00 am 

.5:30pm 

- Bible Class 
-Worship 

-Worship 

WESTBROOK 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Colorado City, Texas 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

$100 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65.18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58.18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1.000,000 
"*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS. MISSIONARIES 

*****CEA DENTAL PLAN -SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 

(MONTHLY) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or call for details. P. 0. BOX 24246 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertisin& in this sect.ion is $200 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre7pa1d, the ~o~t IS $1.5~ per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advert1s1ng meeting placc;s, preache~s seeki':lg w'!rk or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church relat~d matter 1s ~ccepted 1n keep~ng w1th the publisher's standards. 
~f2all correspondence to: Farm Foundataon, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 7700 DeBur 
Rd., 99508. WiD conbd re~tlves or &fends in Alaska. Glenn 
Rmdolph or P~t McMah&n. Phone 272-7584 or 563-7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 
3830N. "E." St. Sunday9:30& 10:30and6:00P.M. Wed. 
7:00P.M. Call 883·2660 or Bill Bridges. Min. 793· 7064. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH Of CHRIST SCHOOL Of BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,188 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - M las ions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox. Director 303-986-6800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4860 Saufloy Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32608 
Phone 466· 7696 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, 
Evangelist. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4860 Saufloy Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32608 
Phone 904-463·3428 

Full 2 year program. V.A. epprovod, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St .. V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
claa~e~. 10:16; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2639, or 
888-4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, Vlrslnla, Eat Bristol Church of Christ just off 1-81 
between Exit 3 end 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
and 8:30P.M.; Wedneacllly 7:30P.M. Phone 1-703-889· 
1898. Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 s. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 36803 
(206) 883-2980 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
8:00P.M., Wednoaday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. 
Wardlaw, Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1&036 Kety Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M •• Worship 10:00 A.M. and 
8:00 P.M., Wedneaday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobba, 
Evangelist. 

GARFIB.D HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11 :00 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M., Wednoadoy Bible Study 7:46 P.M. Fred Davia, 
Evangelist. 

LB.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE. N.Y. 
We will contact your relative• and frienda. Church rneota at 
112 Montgomery St. Zip 12801. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 
482-0487. 

METRo-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ. 

4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 
Mac Bartee. Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL Of PREACHING couraea by 
Correapondence. Programmed tapa with written material 
and teata. Alao you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and 
receive apeclal leuona on many aubjecta. For Free 
Information write: Sunaet Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., 
Lubbock. TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister w~nted- esl~bllshed consreg~tfon of 100seeldng full
lime worker. bdlo exp. desired. House md ult. provided. Send 
sermon ~pes ~nd resume with eduation/e•ninp history to: 
Se~rch Comm., Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 9, )AnesvlDe, WI 
53547. 

Northside church of Christ, 6329 9th Street North, SL Pelersburs, 
FL 33702, is seeking ~ m~ture, experienced fullt!me Gospel 
pre~cher. Good penon~ worker ~nd le~cher, ~ble to work 
under elders' overslght. Position lnducles four bedroom m
condllloned home, he~th lnsurmce, wuy negotiable. Send 
resume, recent f~mlly picture, cassette tape of recent sermon. 

PREACHER WANTED: Pre~cher for rural consreption. M~n 
with experience. H~ve new church building md preKhers 
home. Cm pay reasonlble uluy. Crockett Church of Christ, 
Route 2, Box 253A, Sen~tobia, Miss. 38668, phone 601-562-8341. 

RIO VISTA, TEXAS church Is seeking a full lime prHcher. Write: 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 157 Rio Vlsl~ TX 76093 or call (817) 
373-7766. 

Sm~ll consreption on west coast Is seeking a preKher to loc~te 
with us. He wiD need putlal support. Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedsport, OR '9467, or o0 (503) 271·2285 collect. 

The Bm SL Church of Christ Is seeking a m~ture Gospel pre~cher 
with d least 5 years experience. Must be~ f~mBy mm, worked 
with ~n eldenhlp, ~nd ~ble to condud ~ radio prosr~m. 
Consreg~tion ~pprox. 150. Position ~vall~ble after July 1, 1984. 
~luy negotilble. Send resume md ~pe to 1321 E. Elm SL, Umil, 
Ohio 45804. 

Wmled: &mgellst for small consreptlon In S. W. Wisconsin. 
Putlal support available. If Interested send resume and sermon 
hpe to: Church of Christ, 340 E. Mineral SL, PlatteviDe, Wl53818. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Allentlon Chrlstlm Employer: I would IItle to move to m •eil 
with Intentions of maldng it~ permanent home. I ~mil minister 38 
yeus old with 18 years put time ~nd full time experience. I ~m 
Interested In some other line of work whlle continuing to preKh 
part time. My ~billlles lndude some knowledge of r~nchlng, 
refrlgerlf.lon, •pf~nce repair, general ~lnleMnce, bulc 
electronla md have done some eleclridm worlr. I work well 
md have il good rellf.lon&hlp with Senior dtizens. If Interested, 
please conbd employment service ~t 1-817-831·1358 md ask for 
Dofthy. 

Experienced, mature pre~cher avalllble In June. ContKt Richud 
Normm, 1910 Deep V~Dey, Rich•dson, TX 75080, 214/234-2952. 

Mature, experienced pre~cher desires ~ consreption. Strong 
personal worker. Call T. A. Grice (817) 893-5852. 

FOR SALE 
The Case For The Chrlslim Pollcemm 

Terry M. Hightower 
$6.00+ 89c poslqe 

P. 0. Box 659, Seblltian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BULLETIN DIGEST - Used extensively In preparing church 
bulletins, sermon and Bible dass presw~tlon, devodon~l talb, 
persorW spirilu~ srowth, famUy devotionals, etc. A 24-page 
monthly publladon. Consists of glemlnp of the best from 
church bulletins throughout the brotherhood. More tMn 30 
mlhon eKh month. Plus dlp-ut md other fe~tures. )Ames M. 
~mpson, edJior. One yur $7.00; two sample copies $1.110. Send 
to: Bulletin Digest, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo, NE 68813. 

CASSETTE TAPE CATALOG - New from Northeast School of 
Blbllc~l StudJa."For your Free Copy write to: UFE 
COMMUNICADONS, P.O. Box 655, Olflon Park, NY 12065. 

CHRimAN CARPENTERS- Move to Kunes City, Tens. Help~ 
newly estlbllshed consreption srow. We need Clwlstlan 
famiUes Interested In uvlng souls and evmgellzlng our 
community. PIKe rfaht now for at lust one sldlled c.,.enler and 
or man wmtfns to lnYest In partner-ship In small bulldJng firm, 
and one helper. C.U or write: 512-780-3656, BILL DUNN & SON 
CUSTOM HOMES, RL 1, Boxll, Karnes City, Texas 78118. 

CHRimAN FAMIUES - Interested In relocdng and flndlq i1 

Ole with more dedlc~ted Hr¥ice co God. Come ~nd help ~ newly 
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IS TRUTH RELATIVE? 
Jim Sheerer 

When the Jews decided that Jesus was too dangerous 
to live and that He must die, they arrested Him in the 
garden as He prayed. They judged Him at night. After 'the 
Jewish Sanhedrin had judged Him worthy of death, they 
took Him to Pilate, the Roman military governor, so that 
he could put Him to death according to the civil law. 
After trying to avoid making the decision by sending Him 
to Herod, Pilate again was faced with what to do with 
Jesus. He interrogated Him inside the palace. Finally, 
Pilate said to Him, "Art thou a King then?" Jesus 
answered, "Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end have 
I been born, and to this end am I come into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that 
is of the truth heareth my voice" (John 18:37). Pilate 
asked, "What is truth?" Although that question was 
asked some I ,900 years ago, we today might well ask 
similar questions, and especially the question, "Is truth 
relative?" 

I recently read of a man whose attitude is a good 
example of the feelings of many people today. He said, 
"There are some people who believe that all religious 
truth was revealed I ,900 years ago in the Bible." Then he 
made it very clear that he would have no part in such an 
antiquated view. He believed in progressive revelation. 
He further elaborated his view somewhat as follows: 
There is really not one body of eternal, unchanging truth. 
What is true in some sections of the world for some 
people may not be true for other people in other places. 
Truth is relative, subject to modification and change. 

The view of this man needs serious consideration 
because the consequences of such beliefs are widespread 
and far-reaching. There are two questions that will put us 
on the right path in our discussion: "What is truth?" and 
''How enduring is this truth?" For the first question, there 
are several passages of scripture that come to mind. First, 
Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way that seemeth right unto 

man; but the ends thereof are the ways of death." It is 
important, then, for us to distinguish between that which 
appears to be truth and that which is truth. Not that 
which appears right to man, but that which comes from 
God is truth. Notice what His word says: "Sanctify them 
in the truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). In Psalms 
119:151, we read, "Thou art nigh, OhJehovah, and all thy 
commandments are truth." John I: 17 says, "Grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ." In John 14:6, Jesus 
affirmed, "I am the way, the truth and the life." In John 
16:13, Jesus said, "When He, the Spirit of truth is come, 
he shall guide you into all the truth." From these passages 
of scripture we see that the word of God is truth. Now let 
us notice the unchanging nature of it. 

Realizing tha·t the word of God is truth, we read a few 
more passages of scripture to point out the eternal nature 
of the truth. In Matthew 24:35, we read, "Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." 
In I Peter I :24, 25, we read, "All flesh is as grass, and the 
glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower falleth; but the word of the Lord abideth 
forever." In II Timothy 3:16, 17, we are told, "Every 
scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good work." From all 
these passages of scripture we see that God's word is 
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Editorial. .. 

OPINIONS 
How many times have you said, or heard someone say, "Everyone is 

entitled to his own opinion''? Do you really believe that to be true? 
Perhaps most, if they paused for a moment to consider the statement 
would come to the conclusion that in many areas it is true and in other 
areas it is totally false, especially if one intends to be guided by his 
opinion. 

Yes, you are entitled to your op1n1on with regard to the best 
automobile on the road; the finest college for education; whatcolortieto 
wear with a certain blue suit; and a thousand, million other like things. 
You are completely entitled to your opinion and may rightfully exercise it 
as long as the opinion and your conduct do not run contrary to civil, 
moral or divine law. 

Some of us have strong opinio1.1s and we often seek to force those 
opinions on others. You may have a strong attachment to foreign made 
automobiles. I find no fault with you, but do not try to force me to 
purchase the latest shoe box on wheels, even if it does get sixty miles per 
gallon. And furthermore, don't draw the conclusion that I am ignorant, 
perhaps very ignorant, because I don't agree with your opinion. 

I am convinced that this world would be a more pleasant place to live if 
we would learn to respect other people's opinions. Perhaps this simple, 
true, story best illustrates the point. Several years ago China sent a new 
Ambassador to the United Nations. A news reporter could not resist 
asking, "Mr. Ambassador, what do you notice most about Americans?" 
The response was classic. 

He said the thing he noticed most about the American people was, 
"The strange slant of their eyes." 

Have you ever thought of that? Not everyone looks at this world 
through American eyes, and be assured that not everyone looks at things 
through your eyes. 

Your opinions may be correct. They may be far better than most, but 
that still does not give you the right to force them; and it definitely does 
not give you a license to harshly judge and criticize those who disagree 
with you. Just because your neighbor doesn't play "Dixie" on the stereo 
every night before going to bed, doesn't mean his ancestors were 
"Yankee" sympathizers during the Civil War. 

Granted, maybe it is sheer stupidity to purchase blue covered song 
books when the meeting house carpet is orange, but why divide the 
church over it? Offer your suggestions and step aside to allow the decision 
to be made. Perhaps it is not wise to schedule a gospel meeting during 
harvest time; let your reasons be made known. But if the elders don't 
agree with you, and the time for the meeting arrives, don't put on your 
devil's suit and stay home. Support the preaching of the gospel and work 
as hard for the meeting as you would if the elders always followed your 
opinions and suggestions. In matters of judgment there must be love, 
understanding and liberty. 

On the other hand, suppose you hold the opinion that you don't like 
the way the Federal Government is spending the money it collects from 
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you by means of the Federal Income Tax. You arrive at 
the conclusion that you are not going to pay any more tax 
money for them to waste. In time the government will 
come looking for you and your tax returns, and when 
they do, what will you tell them? Will you argue the 
correctness of your position based on your opinion? You 
know better than that! You certainly have the right to 
your opinion, but you do not have the right to violate law 
on the basis of that opinion. 

What if you hold the opinion that worship in music is 
better with the accompaniment of mechanical 
instruments and that it would be more pleasing to God if 
we practiced it that way? The long and short of that 
opinion is that you do not have any right at all to hold it 
as truth. Even if you and ten million like you hold such an 
opinion, you are wrong because the opinion is not in 

Is Truth Relative? 
(Continued from Page 1) 

truth, that will not change or fade away. And now let us 
notice some of the practical aspects of truth in order to 
see if it is relative. 

God has two kinds of laws: the natural, physical laws 
that are so apparent in our universe, and the spiritual, 
moral laws which are revealed to us in His inspired word. 
We can learn much about His spiritual laws by studying 
His physical laws. 

For example, God's physical laws are universal, 
applying to all people in all places and for all time. The 
law of gravity is just as real today as it was in the day of 
the Medes and the Persians. It applies just as much in 
Africa or China as it does in America. No person on earth 
is exempt from it. Similarly, the principles of 
mathmatics, which were known and respected by the 
ancient Greeks, are the same principles that have been 
used by modern man to build his mighty missiles. The 
laws of chemistry have not changed since the beginning of 
time. The combination of certain elements then brought 
about exactly the same results as they do today. This is 
true in every corner of the earth, in every laboratory, and 
under the guidance of specialists of every nationality. 
God's laws are universal. They do not change. 

When we consider truth from this line of reasoning, we 
then see that truth is narrow. If you would like a simple 
demonstration of this fact, dial six of the seven digits in a 
normal telephone number correctly, then vary the 
seventh number just slightly. The result of this minor 
variation will be that you will find yourself one hundred 
percent wrong in securing the desired person ~ t the other 
end of the line. Miss just one digit ever so slightly, and 
you fail completely. 

In any realm you want to consider, truth is narrow. If 
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harmony with the law of God. Further, suppose you have 
the opinion that "one church is as good as another" or, 
"Jesus was not born of a virgin" or, "the Lord's supper 
should be observed on days other than the first day of the 
week" or other like opinions. You may have the right to 
hold those opinions, but you do not have the right to 
expect God's approval, because such opinions are 
contrary to His will. In matters of doctrine there must be 
submission and thereby unity. 

There is no reason to over-draw the point. The entire 
world, and especially the church, could take a giant step 
towards Utopia if we would respect other men's opinions 
and never hold any opinion that caused us to violate the 
laws of God or man. 

• - W. S. Cline, Editor 

you take a prescription to the drug store, you want a 
pharmacist who knows what he is doing and who does it 
precisely. It may be all right if our wives in baking a cake 
use a pinch of this, a dab of that, a handful of this, and a 
wee bit of that. That may make a very fine cake, but the 
druggist can't fill a prescription in that manner. He must 
know what he is doing, and be able to do it right. He must 
have exactly the right measurements and put in the exact 
amount. He may even take two drugs, one of which may 
be very harmful, and combine them in proper 
proportions so that they are capable of restoring health. 
Druggists have scales that can weigh a pencil mark. They 
have to be exact. Truth is narrow. 

In God's physical laws we find that there are 
limitations, that while truth is constant, it is also narrow. 
Not everything can be right; anything that is contrary to 
the established law is wrong. Thus, truth is narrow. The 
same thing is true concerning God's spiritual law. Truth is 
still the same. It has limitations. Truth, to be truth, has to 
have limitations, and thus it is narrow. Why, if we accept 
this in the physical world, can't we accept it in the 
spiritual? The most common mistake of man is to realize 
the narrowness of truth in the physical world, in a realm 
where he may be an expert, and disregard all his training 
and experience when he considers religio.n .. ~he bas~c 
principles of truth are still the same. Truth, 1f 1t 1s truth, IS 

unchanging and can be depended upon year after year. 

Truth is not relative. In the midst of a widely-held view 
that God's laws are relative and can be modified to suit 
the times and the pressures in present-day situations, we 
Christians need to realize that God's laws are not to be 
changed according to man's wishes. These laws of God 
apply not to some people some of the time, but to all 
people all of the time. In' his desire to modify and change 
the commands of God, modern man reminds us of those 
who would change the rules of the game in the midst of 
the contest. Imagine a football game and a tense moment 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Is Truth Relative? 
(Continued from Page 3) 

when a runner nea rs the s ideline a nd needs a few inches of 
running roo m in order to make the long gain. Hemmed in 
by the bo undary line, he is sure to be tackled, so he sim ply 
remakes the playing field , extending the bo undary by a 
few inches. Or if the Ya nkees had a ra lly going in the last 
of the ninth a nd made their third out, th en decided they 
would have fo ur o uts instead of three. These thi ngs would 
be absurd. A nd yet ma n wants to c ha nge God 's laws to 
suit himself. 

In the 1,900 yea rs since the revela tion o f God was 
completed , the re have bee n ma ny a buses. Some have 
sought to libera lize the laws of God by adding to them. 
Others have so ught to go the o ther way a nd bind wha t 
God has no t bo und. In a ll these cases, regard less of wha t 
ma n might have d o ne, rega rd less of the present thinking 
of the church o r past tre nd s in the church, God 's truth 
remains uncha nging. In Ro ma ns I :25, Pa ul accused the 
heathens of cha ngi ng the truth of God into a lie. Men are 

FOR HUSBAND S 
ONLY 

Dalton Key 

"Every o ne of you ha th his pa rticula r plague, a nd my 
wife is mine; a nd he is very ha ppy wh o ha th this o nly." 
T hese word s, a ttributed to Pittacus, may reveal m ore 
a bout him tha n a bout his wife. 

It has been said tha t be hind every g rea t ma n there is a 
great woma n. In ma ny ins ta nces this axio m has been 
t ruthfully demonstrated . A wife ca n litera lly " make or 
break" a ma n in terms of good he can acco mplish a nd the 
influence he ca n wield . Blessed is the ma n whose wife is a 
blessing. S uch a "virtuous woman" is worth her weight in 
gold ! 

And yet a good wife is usua lly o ne who is loved a nd 
a pprecia ted by her husba nd . The wife who seems to be a 

still d o ing it today. But there is a way by which we ca n 
distinguish betwee n wha t is truth a nd what is not. And 
that is by accepting God 's wo rd a s the sta ndard a nd by 
measuring eve rything by it. In every walk o f life there 
must be a sta ndard . In measuring o ut ma teria l, there is 
the ya rdstick, the 36-inch ruler. This is truth. It is na rrow. 
In foo tba ll, there is a rule book allowing fo ur d owns, ten 
ya rd s for a first d own, a nd a I 00-ya rd fie ld . T he rule book 
is the sta ndard. But the supreme sta nda rd is the word of 
God, which is uncha nging truth. 

It is not w ha t ma n wishes but what God wishes tha t is 
impo rtant. Ma n's a ge-o ld proble m is the desire to please 
himself ra ther tha n to please God. The c ru x of the wh ole 
ma tter is still fo und in J esus' words: " Not everyone tha t 
sa ith unto me, Lord , Lord, sha ll e nter into the kingdo m 
of heaven; but he tha t doe th the will of my Father who is 
in heaven" ( Ma tthew 7:2 1). 

Cent ra l C hurch of C hrist 
S ixth a nd Iowa Ave nue 
Chickasha, Oklaho ma 7301 8 • 
plague is ofte n the result of neglect a nd a buse. The wife 
may be a good refl ectio n of he r husband 's character. 
Husba nd , perhaps yo ur wife is the way she is beca use 
yo u're the way you a re . 

Wives must be loved . "Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it ... so ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loverh himself For no man ever 
yer hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it " 
(Ephesians 5:25, 28, 29). · 

Up in the sta te of Vermont they tell of an o ld g ro uch 
who lived with his wife for twenty yea rs without spea king 
a single word of kind ness to her. One m orning at the 
breakfast ta ble he bro ke the long silence of two decades 
by saying, " Da rling, sometimes when I thin k how much 
you mean to me it is a lmos t more tha n I can d o to keep 
from tell ing you!" Sound familia r? Yes, wives deserve 
love a nd a pprecia tio n. 
Box 563 
Libera l, KS 67901 • 
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tag--biblical studies 

''Titus, Paul's Other Son 
in the Faith'' 

(Titus 1:1-4) 

Kenneth W. Burton 

The epistle to Titus stands third in order of the so
called "Pastoral EpistlesH of Paul. However, 
chronologically, the letter to Titus preceded 2 Timothy. I 
Timothy was written sometime after Acts 28:30, 31, 
probably while Paul was free from Roman 
imprisonment. 2 Timothy was written during Paul's final 
imprisonment, shortly before his death. 

A brief biographical sketch of Titus is helpful to an 
understanding of the letter addressed to him. While Titus 
is not as prominent as Timothy, yet there is a lot more 
said about him than is generally known. He is not 
mentioned by name at all in the Book of Acts. However, 
by studying Galatians 2: 1 ff., it will be seen that Titus was 
in company with Paul before Timothy was, and that Paul 
had refused to circumcise Titus, a Greek (Gal. 2:3), before 
he took Timothy, a half-blooded Jew, and circumcised 
him (Acts 16:3). Titus plays a prominent role in Paul's 
relations with the church at Corinth (2 Cor. 2: 13; 7:6-16; 
8:6, 16, 23). Considering the problems which were 
manifest at Corinth, we learn something of Titus' 
strength of character and firmness of faith by the fact that 
Paul chose him for this delicate mission. In the letter 
which we are now approaching, Titus is in Crete, a 
territory notorious for immorality, and a place where a 
gospel preacher would have to be courageous, bold, and 
firm in declaring the truth of God's word. Truly, Titus 
must have been a strong man of many talents for Paul to 
have chosen him for some of the most difficult tasks. 

"Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
according to the faith of God's elect, and the 
acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness" 
(verse I). 

This first verse presents the two sides of Paul's 
relationship with God and man. He calls himself a 
.. scr\'ant .. of God. a term which shows his complete 
submission to the God of heaven and earth. The Greek 
word is doulos. and is defined by Thayer as .. a slave. 
bondman. man of servile condition" (p. 158). At the same 
time. he is an .. apostle" of Jesus Christ. Hence, his 
authority for writing the instructions to Titus is not his 
own opinion. nor is it a matter of ··church policy." but 
rather it is a ren:lation of the will of Jesus Christ. With 
n:fen:nce to God. Paul is a humble sen·ant; toward man. 
Paul is an apostle. clothed with the authority to .. bind .. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-MARCH 13, 1984 

and .. loose" on earth those things which were bound and 
loosed in heaven (Matthew 18:18, 19; 2 Cor. 11:5). 

Paul's responsibility as a servant of God and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ was to uphold and promote the .. faith of 
God's elect." those who were chosen of God. To be 
.. God's elect" is to be an heir of the promises of God, and 
men are chosen of God when they choose to obey God 
(see 2 Thess. 2:13, 14; Romans 8:28-30). God's .. election" 
is not one that took place arbitrarily, wherein God chose 
certain individuals to be saved and others to be damned 
eternally. Rather, God provided the gospel and declared 
that ··whosoever will" may .. take the water of life freely" 
(Rev. 22: 17). 

Those who are the elect of God will readily 
acknowledge the truth, that is, the standard of that which 
is good and right. This passage gives little comfort to 
those who would advance the view that there is no 
absolute standard to which men must adhere, or to those 
who would ridicule the preaching of a body of doctrine 
which must be obeyed in order to be saved. The Bible 
teaches in many places that truth is absolute, and that it is 
possible to know that truth (John 8:32; 17: 17). Further, 
truth is .. after godliness," that is, encourages and expects 
godly living. The moral climate of the Crete of Titus' day 
is comparable to present-day trends. The Cretians were 
notorious for their profligate living. Gospel preaching, 
then and now, must emphasize godliness in a day of 
worldliness (I John 2: 15-17). The Bible knows of no one 
who can please God by believing right doctrine while 
living an immoral life!. 

"In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world began" (verse 2). 

The goal which is to be attained is eternal life. 
Christians, God's elect, have a confident expectation, a 
firm hope, of realizing this reward. The hope is founded 
upon the reliability of God's promise. The promises of 
God are called .. exceeding great and precious" in 2 Peter 
I :4. If we can imitate the faith of A braham, and have the 
confident trust and assurance that .. what he has 
promised, he is able also to perform" (Romans 4:21 ), then 
we will, as Abraham, receive the blessing. Notice that 
Paul describes God as one .. that cannot lie." God is the 
God of truth; His Spirit istheSpiritoftruth(John 16:13). 
By His very nature, it is impossible for God to tell a 
falsehood (see Heb. 6: 18). Contrast this affirmation of 
God's truthfulness with Paul's statement in Titus I: 12, 
where he quotes a poet from among themselves who 
testified, .. Cretians are always liars ... "(cf. Rom. 3:4). This 
promise of God was planned from the beginning, as is 
affirmed throughout the New Testament ( Eph. I :4; I Pet. 
I :20). 

"But hath in due tintes ntanifested his word through 
preaching, which is comrnitted unto me according tv the 
cvmmandn1ent of God our Savior" (verse 3). 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"Titus, Paul's Other Son in the Faith" 
(Continued from Page 5) 

God's plan was brought to fruition and revealed to 
man when the time was right ( comp. Gal. 4:4; Eph. I: I 0). 
Men do not know the utimes or the seasons which the 
Father hath put in his own power" (Acts I :7) except as 
God reveals them through His chosen instruments. The 
apostles were the ones chosen to "make known the 
mystery" (Eph. 3: 1-12), and they spoke unot the words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth" (I Cor. 2: 13). The expression "God our Savior" 
occurs in Paul's letters only in I Timothy and Titus (I 
Tim. I:I; 2:3; 4:IO; Titus I:3; 2:IO; 3:4). Elsewhere in the 
New Testament, "God our Savior" appears in Luke I:47 
and Jude 25. 

"To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the 

''RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AS FILTHY RAGS'' 

L. W. Mayo 

How many of you who read this article have heard a 
preacher, Bible class teacher, or even an elder, say when 
preaching, teaching, or praying words to this effect: 
"After we have done our very best to live the Christian 
life, and have served God to the fullest of our abilities, 
still our righteousness is as filthy rags in the sight of 
God''? I have heard many men say "Our righteousness is 
as filthy rags", but till this day I have not heard one of 
them quote the passage of scripture that teaches such. 
The verse to which they refer is found in Isaiah 64:6, "But 
we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf: and our 
iniquities like the wind, have taken us away" (KJV). The 
A.S. V. renders the clause under consideration "all our 
righteousnesses are as a polluted garment." Does this 
verse teach that the righteousness of a Christian is a filthy 
rag? To teach such we must first prove that this passage of 
scripture applies to a Christian and then prove that the 
"righteousnesses" spoken of by the prophet are equal to 
the "righteousnesses" of the faithful Christian. Let us 
now give attention to Isa. 64:6. 

Of Whom Is The Prophet Speaking? 

It is true that the prophet stated frankly "our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags" but of whom was he 
speaking when he used the pronoun "0 U R "? Isaiah 
began his ministry in the year that King Uzziah died, 
approximately 740 B.C. He prophesied about Judah and 
Jerusalem (I sa. I: I). The section of his prophecy which 
contains our text is the first of the last three sections of 
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Lord Jesus Christ our Savior" (verse 4). 

Though Timothy is widely known as Paul's "son in the 
faith" (I Tim. I :2; 2 Tim. I :2), many are surprised that 
Titus also is called by Paul "mine own son.'' This shows 
the great love and esteem in which Paul held his younger 
co-worker. The salutation "Grace, mercy, and peace" is 
found only in Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus. The 
common greeting, "grace and peace," combined the 
Greek salutation charis with the Hebrew or Jewish 
greeting shalom (Gr. eirane). "Mercy" is included here, 
and may be distinguished from "grace" by seeing that 
whereas charis means "undeserved favor," eleos means 
"kindness or good will towards the miserable and 
afflicted, joined with a desire to relieve them" (Thayer, p. 
203). 

722 N. 4th 
Piggott, AR 72454 

Isaiah's closing prophecies. This section prophesied 
against "the house of Israel" (63:7). Israel was in severe 
apostasy. God, through the prophet, declared "I will 
tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; 
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and 
I will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in 
my heart" (63:3). Also, "I will tread down th~ people in 
mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will 
bring down their strength to the earth" (63:6). Israel had 
"rebelled, and vexed his holy spirit: therefore he was 
turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them" 
(63: 10). God had led them by the hand of Moses and had 
brought them up out of the sea (63: 11, 12). Isaiah 
recognized that God was the Father of Israel (63: 16). 
They were a people who had possessed the inheritance 
God promised to them, "but a little while" (63: I8). A 
casual reading of these two chapters indicates that the 
language of Isaiah is directed to an apostate nation of 
people, namely, Israel. She had gone into all kind of evil, 
even to the point of worshipping idols. Should we take a 
scripture that in its context describes the apostate 
condition of God's people· and use it to refer to the 
condition of faithful brethren? I do not believe that we 
should, but this has to be done if I sa. 64:6 is used to refer 
to the faithful child of God who is striving to lead the 
Christian life. 

The Meaning of "Filthy Rags" 

Isaiah declared "all our righteousness (note the 
plurality) are as filthy rags." What is meant by "filthy 
rags"? Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown in their 
commentary on Isa. 64:6 say, "UNCLEAN THING -
legally unclean, as a leper. True of Israel, everywhere now 
cut off by unbelief and by God's judgments from the 
congregation of the saints. RIGHTEOUSNESSES -
plural. Uncleanness extended to every particular act of 
theirs even to their prayers and praises. True of the best 
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doings of the unregenerate (Phil. 3:6-8; Titus I: 15; He b. 
11:6). FILTHY RAGS Lit. 'a menstruous rag' (Lev. 
15:23; 20: 18; Lam. I: 17)" Vol. I Page 50 1-b. 

Adam Clarke says "If preachers knew properly the 
meaning of this word, would they make such a liberal use 
of it in their public ministry? And why should any man 
use a word, the meaning of which he does not 
understand? How many in the congregation blush for the 
incautious man and his 'FILTHY RAGS'?" 

C. F. Keil and F. Delitzech, in their commentary on 
lsa. 64:6 have the following to say. "The people who ask 
the question inver. 5 do not regard themselves worthy of 
redemption, as their self-righteousness has been so 
thoroughly put to shame (v. 6). (Here K. & D. give their 
rendering of Isaiah 64:6.) ''We all became like the unclean 
thing, and all our virtues like a garment soiled with blood; 
and we all faded away together like leaves; and our 
iniquities, like the storm they carried us away." Then they 
comment, "The whole nation is like one whom the law 
pronounces unclean, like a leper, who has to cry 'tame, 
tame' as he goes along, that men may get out of his way 
(Lev. 13:45). Doing right in all its manifold forms ts' 
dagoth, like ch. 33:15, used elsewhere of the 
manifestations of divine righteousness, which once made 
Israel well-pleasing to God. ( Ch. I :21 ), has disappeared 
and became like a garment stained with menstrous 
discharge (cf. Ezek. 36: 17)"- Vol. 7 page 470. 

The "filthy rags" of Isa. 64:6 were rags that were 
hygenically and ceremonially (according to the Law), 
unclean. Cloths of such nature were not to be touched lest 
the one touching them would become unclean in the eyes 
of God. Surely, it is not true that the righteousness of a 
child of God in this Christian age, who is doing his very 
best to live the Christian life can be referred to as "filthy 
rags". For us to say that our very best efforts to serve the 
Lord, and the actual laying of our bodies upon the altar 
of sacrifice (Rom. 12: I) are looked upon by God as that 
which is repulsive and not fit to be touched by the hands 
of men or angels is to leave the faithful Christian with 
little comfort. 

The language of Isa. 64:6 in no way applies to 
Christians who are honestly doing their best to serve the 
Lord. When one understands to what Isaiah was 
comparing the righteousnesses of Israel, it should make 
one blush with shame to apply the best efforts of God 
fearing people to such a thing. Can you imagine the Lord 
Jesus Christ standing at heaven's gate and greeting the 
faithful with ''enter in you who are as filthy rags"? No, 
brethren, it is not true that after we have done all that we 
can, and have done the will of God, that our 
righteousness is as filthy rags in his sight. 
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''TAKE HEED HOW 
YOU HEAR'' 

James Burton Coffman 

The message of John the Baptist, when he came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, was not, "Smile, 
God loves you!'' 

It was, "Oh generations of vipers, who has warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?'' 

The prophet Jeremiah was not cast into the miry pit for 
preaching, "I'm OK; You're OK!" He suffered the wrath 
of his contemporaries for crying out against their 
adultery, idolatry, violence, injustice, and shameful 
indifference to God's commandments. 

Noah's message from the steps of the ark was not, 
"Something good is going to happen to you!" He 

THE FORMATION OF 
COAL - TWO VIEWS 

CONSIDERED 
Wayne Jackson 

Buried within the bosom of the earth are billions of 
tons of "bottled sunshine"- more commonly known as 
coal. How did it come to be there? And how much time 
was involved in its deposition? There are two general 
theories regarding the formation of coal. First, there is 
the uniformitarian view which asserts that coal is the 
result of ''the slow accumulation, through long ages, of 
the leaves, seeds, stems, and trunks of this vegetation, 
now hardened and pressed down into a fraction of its 
original bulk by the pressure of rocks above. nIt is alleged 
that in vast swampy areas: ••This process was often 
repeated again and again, through immense periods of 
time" (Richards Topical Encyclopedia, III, p. 28). This is 
the theory favored by most evolutionists. Accordingly, 
the assumption that the coal deposits of the earth 
required millions of years to accumulate is frequently 
advanced as a ••proof" that the earth is billions of years 
old. The claim is thus made that the Bible, which contains 
various indications that both the earth and mankind are 
relatively young, must be inaccurate - or else simply a 
poetic account! 
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condemned the world and was called by the Holy Spirit, 
"A preacher of righteousness." 

Jesus Christ was not crucified for saying: "Consider the 
lilies, how they grow." He went to the cross for 
demanding of all the dwellers in Jerusalem, "Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish ... Woe unto you scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites ... child of hell ... fools ... blind 
guides ... ye are children of your father the devil." 

Paul was not commissioned to write about half the 
New Testament because he taught that men are "Saved 
by faith only." He taught that, "God will take vengeance 
upon all men who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ... The wrath of God is from heaven against 
all unrighteousness ... but unto them that obey not the 
truth, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish 
upon very soul of man that doeth evil." 

There is no record of Jesus Christ trying to help men 
find out who they were. When they went up into the 
mountain, Jesus didn't ask, "Peter, who are you?" The 
Lord never directed any follower to try to identify 
himself; but He did demand, "What think ye of Christ; 
whose son is he?" It is not, who am I, but. who is He! 

• 
There is, however, another view of how and when coal 

was formed. It might be called the cataclysmic view, 
which associates the formation of earth's coal beds with 
the great flood of Genesis 6-8. The cataclysmic concept 
contends that the N oahic deluge accounts for the 
transportation and sudden burial of the vast amounts of 
vegetal material required for the numerous coal seams 
found in the earth today. Interestingly, when Peter 
affirmed that the world of Noah's day •'overflowed" with 
water (II Pet. 3:6), he employed the Greek term 
katakluzo, from whence derives our word cataclysm. The 
word is composed of kat a, "down" and kluzo, "to wash." 
This view argues that: 

"The vegetation that produced the coal beds was 
swept by the waters of the Deluge into recesses or 
quiet bays, and there covered by currents that 
washed mud, sand, or calcareous material in over it 
from perhaps the opposite direction. The great 
number of successive seams of coal one above 
another, alternating with the same kind of 
sandstone, shale, or limestone, as the case may be, 
show that there must have been an alternation of 
currents, such as would be produced by successive 
tides, with their ebbs and floods" (George M. Price, 
Textbook of General Science, p. 214). 

The question is, therefore: which of these two views 
best conforms to the available data? First of all, those 
who believe in the divine origin of the Bible will give its 
testimony foremost consideration. God's written 
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revelation, if it touches on a subject, will, from the very 
nature of the case, be superior to speculatory 
interpretations of the geological record. And the fact of 
the matter is, the Bible indicates that man's existence can 
only be measured in terms of several thousand years (as 
evidenced by Christ'srgenealogical record which extends 
back to Adam - Lk. 3:23ff; see ·uThe Antiquity of 
Human History," Christian Courier, June 1978). 
Further, Scripture teaches that human existence extends 
back to the beginning of the creation (Mk. 10:6; Rom. 
I :20; see the author's article ucompromising the Creation 
Account," Bible-Science Newsletter, August 1978 ). Thus, 
the age of the earth can only be several thousand years
not billion of years! Now, if there are two views of 
formation of coal - one which contradicts Bible 
chronology, and one which can be harmonized with Bible 
chronology - which on~ should the Christian accept? 

Additional Considerations -In addition to the above, 
however, there are other geo-physical evidences which 
ought to lead one to reject the evolutionary 
uniformitarian theory of coal formation. A brief 
summary of some of them are as follows. 

(I) Coal not being formed today - If the 
uniformitarian principle ("the present is the key to the 
past'1 of coal origin were true, we would expect to find 
areas where coal is undergoing various stages of being 
formed today. This, however, is not the case. Whitcomb 
and Morris observe: ''All known coal beds, therefore, 
seem to have been formed in the past and are not 
continuing to be formed in the present, as the principle of 
uniformity could reasonably be expected to imply" (The 
Genesis Flood, p. 164). 

(2) No evolutionary changes in coal record- If coal 
were formed over an era of millions of years, the 
fossilized plant life it contains should reveal a series of 
evolutionary changes. Yet, as Professor Harold Clark 
notes, "In the Coal Period, which was supposed to have 
lasted millions of years and to have submerged over and 
over again, the vegetation remained the same. It was 
practically identical over the world, and evolutionary 
assumptions do not seem to be very consistent with the 
facts" (Genesis and Science, p. 95). 

(3) Polystrate tree trunks - There are numerous 
examples of tree trunks extending through several 
successive beds of coal, with their alternating layers or 
sandstone or shale. This precludes the notion that these 
beds formed over vast ages of time. N. A. Rupke states: 
••A special class of polystrate stems is constituted by 
stumps which extend up through a coal seam, together 
with some layers of sandstone and sandy slate, or even 
through two or more of these coal seams and all 
interbedded strata." He thus concludes that .. the coal 
beds were rapidly deposited just as well as the above
mentioned inorganic sequences" (in Why Not Creation?, 
Walter E. Lammerts. Ed .• p. 154). 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-MARCH 13, 1984 

(4) Preservation of plant fossils- In all of the great 
coal deposits ••there are found the leaves and tissues of 
plants so exquisitely preserved that it is absurd to think of 
the material lying for centuries rotting in a peat bog or 
swamp, as the common theory involves" (George M. 
Price, op. cit., p. 215). 

(5) Relative recent formation of coal - A number of 
discoveries indicate that coal has been formed within the 
era of human history. Near Glasgow, Scotland, for 
example, under a mass of boulders. an iron. man-made 
instrument was discovered imbedded in a natural seam of 
coal seven feet under the surface (Bible-Science 
Newsletter, July 15, 1970). An evolutionist admits: •• ... in 
a vein of coal in England there once were found a number 
of stone hammers and picks that must have belonged to 
men way back in the Stone Age of human history" 
(Richards Topical Encyclopedia, IX, p. 435). "Near 
Freiburg, Germany, a certain wooden railroad bridge 
was being replaced with steel. The wooden piles which 
had supported the weight were found to have turned 
partially into coal. This proves that coal can form within 
the short hundred year span of the railroad era" 
(Reginald Daly, Earth's Most Challenging Mysteries, p. 
138). Finally, it has been experimentally demonstrated in 
recent years that wood or other cellulosic material, under 
the proper conditions of pressure and heat, can be 
converted into coal or coal-like products in a matter of 
hours. "These experiments conclusively demonstrate that 
the formation of coal and oil did not necessarily require 
millions of years or even thousands of years to form ... " 
(Dr. Duane Gish, Creation- Acts, Facts, Impacts, 1974, 
p. 16). 

3906 East Main Street 
Stockton, California 95205 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 
WANTED 

• 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 1% hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 
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QUARTZ MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN CAMP 25TH 

HOMECOMING 
Attention former Quartz Mountain Christian Camp 

Campers, workers, and supporters! 1984 marks our 25th 
Anniversary and we are planning a special Homecoming 
Day ce lebration, June 2nd. We want to invite all former 
campers and workers for this special day of fellowship. If 
you have ever a ttended QM CC or worked with the camp 
in any way, we are as king you to write to the address 
below so we may contact you, and further inform yo u 
concerning the days activities. 

Quartz Mountain Chri stian Camp 
Rt. I. Box 66 

Lone Wolf, Oklahoma 73655 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 
1-800-874-1804 

THE JOHN A. DICKSON NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 

For 43 years of s t udy. p reach ing. and teaching the word of Cod. 
I have rega rded TH E jO HN A. DICKSO N N EW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE as being the WORLD'S FINEST ST UDY BIBLE. 

FOR MANY YEA RS. IN T RAIN ING PREACHERS. I have 
requi red tha t m y st ude nt s possess a nd u sc th1s wonde rfu l 8 1b lu. 
toge th e r w ith t he spcc10 l wo rkbooks w hi ch h ave bee n p repared 
fo r th is Bib le. T h is is an u·n usua ll y fi ne se t o f WO RK BOOKS. I 
wou ld li ke for YOU to have th ese excellent tools- the B1b le. and 
the workbooks. as your very ow n . for you r own sclf-correclmg 
hunw B1blc st ud)' course 

The Dickson Analy11cdl Bible sells for .... . ........ 568.95. 
The Workbooks (a 4-volume sell se ll s fo r ...... . ... $20 .95. 

for a tota l of ... . .... .' . .... . .... $89.90. 

TENNESSEE RESIDEO\TS ,\tltl u , Si\I.ES TAX . 
UE SlJRE TO INCI.IJUE YOIJR t:IIEt:K \I'ITII YOliR URUER 

Please pronl (or lype) your name . your mailing address (mcluding your 
z1p code). and your relephone number. 

POSTAGE PAID AN n DELIVERY GUARANTEED 

SEND BIBLE ORDERS TO: Rny Deaver. 
Rl. 10. Box 355, Cookevill e. TN 36501. 

WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
1983 EDITION 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition of Where The Saints Meet is 
the result of a painstaking effort to build a Directory of Churches of Christ in the 
United States and Canada, with a representative list of congregations around the 
world . Also included are listings for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible 
colleges and other degree-granting schools of religion, schools of preaching, 
and child care and senior citizen care facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and active 
members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office as a 
source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. PAPER: $10.00 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST. THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 17200 PENSACOLA, FL 32522 
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Add 15% postage and handling -

Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 
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THE SAD SAGA OF 
ISRAEL 

Johnny Ramsey 

No passage depicts decadent society better than Judges 
2:11-19. It is a monumental" statement that clearly sets 
forth the spiritual decline of Israel. The pitiful 
backsliding of God's own people between the brilliant 
'leadership of Joshua and Samuel is sadly chronicled for 
all to read. Over three hundred years of infamy wherein 
uevery man did that which was right in his own eyes" is 
revealed (Judges 17:6; 21 :25). Notice these words of stern 
rebuke from Jehovah: 

"And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
Lord- they forsook the Lord God of their fathers 
- they went a whoring after other gods - they 
corrupted themselves more than their fathers -they 
ceased not from their own doings, nor from their 
stubborn ways. And the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel. " 

Instead of bearing fruit in the service of God they had 
become spiritually barren. Like the fig tree in Luke 13 
that represented Jerusalem in the first century Israel of 
old was about to meet its doom! To be barren was 
considered extremely sorrowful in ancient times. In II 
Kings 19:30 we learn a solemn truth: 

"Take root downward and bear fruit upward." 

But Israel was not tied on to the deep things of God in the 
period of the Judges. Sadly, they were shallow and 
indifferent. Jesus made it clear to His disciples in John 
15:8 that we must ""bear much fruit." Writing to brethren 
who had opportunity to go forward in the gospel Peter 
reminds them that partaking of the divine nature 
involved diligent effort, ·spiritual advancement or, 
inevitably, they would become ubarren and unfruitful" 
(I I Peter I :4-9). 

.. Branches in Him no fruit ever bearing" Jesus hath 
said, "He taketh away'." 

No tragedy equals that of deterioration instead of 
growth. Applied to the soul the tale ofwo~ is even mo~e to 
be pitied. We have been made responsible to mamfest 
Christ to the world (Phil. I :20). We dare not fail as Israel 
did long ago. 

..We are the only Bible 
The careless world will read 
We are the sinner's gospel 
We are the scoffer's creed 
We are the Lord's last message 
Given in deed and word 
What if the line is crooked 
What if the type is blurred?" 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 13, 1984 

Israel became a laughing stock before the nations and 
eventually Judah caused the heathen to rejoice in the fall 
of Jerusalem to Babylon. In Lamentations the great 
prophet sheds tears when the enemy laughs at the 
calamity of Captivity: 

.. This is the day we have waited for." 

Living beneath our privileges today, as members of the 
body of Christ, will reproduce the heart-breaking scene 
of Judges. Failing to grow in the grace and knowledge of 
the Lord is a serious, eternal mistake (II Peter 3: 18). One 
of the grandest gospel songs challenges us: 

"Jesus, Rose of Sharon, sweeter far to see 
Than the fairest flowers of earth could ever be, 
Fill my life completely, adding more each day 
Of Thy grace divine and purity, I pray. " 

Israel had no excuse for falling by the wayside. The 
beneficent hand of the Almighty had graciously and 
providentially guided and sustained them for years. But, 
alas, a stubborn, rebellious and foolish nation had finally 
brought to fruition the bitter dregs of its own sinful pride. 
There was no balm in Gilead though constant comfort 
had been available. Turning their backs upon the only 
reliable source of sustenance the seed of Abraham 
languished in the midst of plenty. It is even so today! The 
sad saga of Israel is being repeated now by folk who have 
known the beauty and peace of redemption but 
nevertheless seem to prefer the vanity of worldly 
provisions. The pagan gods of wealth, fame, pleasure, 
popularity and sensuality have overwhelmed many 
brethren. Some of them have departed altogether while 
others have started or enhanced congregations that leave 
them alone while they water-down the gospel so they can 
go to hell in a good humor. The unique thing about this 
whole arrangement is the fact that the abundant joys of 
genuine Christianity transcend all the invented religiosity 
of the libertines by far. How sad to miss the reality of the 
gospel age and wind up with a counterfeit system that can 
never be useful in the halls of heaven! 

Lucretius wrote sterling words thousands of years ago 
that form a fitting close: 

"Such are the heights of wickedness to which men 
are driven by religion. " 

Nothing is sadder in the saga of Israel- then and now
than a false religion that professes godliness. 

Box 235 
Rowlett, Texas 75088 

A£/..-CJ,,,,, 

Schoof of Religion 
A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 

Undergraduate 
& Graduate 

Degrees In Bible 

Full Sctrol•rstrrps A•••'•blt For Full Trme Sluf1ents on M•rn C•mpus 
Gl Appro•ef1 011 C•mpus Pr09r•ms A•••'•ble 
Clll Collect tor Dr. Re• A. Tumer, Jr. 

(205) 277·3510 
8020 Atl1nt1 Hlghw1y, Montgomery. AL 36117 

• 
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Biblical Sermons 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
David Smith 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. The use of the word "impossible'" in the book of 

Hebrews. 
Heb. 6:4-6. 
Heb. 6:17-18. 
He b. I 0:4, 19-22. 
Heb. 11:6. 

2. There are some things that are truly impossible. No 
matter how much we might wish they were not or how 
hard we might attempt to change them, they can't be 
changed. To attempt to change what God has declared 
to be impossible is to waste our God-given talents 
and time. 

I. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO COME BACK TO GOD 
WHILE CLINGING TO YOUR SINS. 
I. It is possible to reject Christ after becoming a 

Christian (Heb. 6:4-5). 
2. It is true that there is a state worse than having never 

known God (2 Pet. 2:20-21 ). 
· 3. It is impossible to enthrone Christ (I Pet. 3: 15) 

while crucifying Him (Heb. 6:6). 

II. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO LIE. 
I. Satan is the "father of lies" (John 8:44). 
2. It is no "lie'' that all spiritual blessings are in Christ 

(Eph. 1:3) whether becoming a new creation 

(2 Cor. 5: 17), being "complete" (Col. 2: 10), saved 
from sin to live with God (2 Tim. 2: 10) or being 
raised up with Christ to life (I Cor. 15:22). 

III. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE SIN TAKEN 
AWAY BY ANYTHING EXCEPT CHRIST'S 
BLOOD. 
I. Christ's blood makes it possible to have peace with 

God (Col. 1 :20), that is, to bring people close to God 
(Eph. 2: 13). This closeness made possible by His 
blood is part of a covenant God wants with you 
(Heb. 13:20). This covenant is possible because it is 
through Christ's blood that we have overcome 
Satan (Rev. 12: 11) by freeing us from sin (Rev. 1:5). 
That is, we have been ''bought back" from sin (Eph. 
I :7) for an eternity (He b. 9: .12) of service to God 
(Heb. 9: 14). This was a ''precious" price to pay 
(1 Pet. I: 18-19) but, it bought us as individuals and 
as a group (Acts 20:28). 

2. What do you think God will do with those who 
count the blood of Christ as a worthless thing? 
(He b. I 0:29). 

IV. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD WITH
OUT FAITH. 
I. God's desire for us is to have a desire for more 

faith, always. 
(I) Mark 9:23-24. 
(2) Luke 17:5. 

2. God's desire is that we hear His word that we might 
have faith: 
(I) Rom. 10:17. 
(2) Col. 3: 16. 

3. God's desire is to reward those who have faith in 
Him (Heb. II :6). • 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

r---------------, 
I I 

I Call Now For Your I 
I THREE UNUSUAL DAYS I 
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Reversible or attached. 
Upholstered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Cootaet us for free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, ICeene, Texu 78059 
Phone 81 '7-645-9208 

Nursing Faculty 
Nl.N .:u.aeditt•d baccai.JUreate Schoulot Nursing has excellent teaching op
P''rtunitit·~ tor t.Kulty in a suburban setting located 45 mill'S NE ot 
nwtrop,,litcln Littlt• l~ock. Harding University is privdle .md church at
tili.llt•d. Quc1litit•d c1ppli<:ants must haw a Masters degree in nursing. 
Ac.ult•mic r.mk .md ~alc1ry determined by educational and protessional 
b,u:J...gn,und. Positions available Fall 1984. Send resume to· Dr. Cathleen 
Shultz. Dedn. School ot Nursing. Harding University. Searcy. Arkan~as 
72143. Equc1l opportunity employer. 

Harding University Searcy, Arkansas 72143 

1 with I 
I JERRY CANTRELL I 
J (305) 636-7671 I 
I I 
I I ----------------..J 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested. contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director. at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville. CA 95688. or call 7071448-
3557 
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A GREAT NEW COMMENTARY ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 
Edited by 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren 

NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

8 Permanent record of the Eighth Annual Spiritual Sword 
Lectureship, of the Getwell Church of Christ, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

• Written by 36 Bible scholars - all faithful members of 
the Lord 's church. 

• An exposition of the entire book of Romans. 
• 367 pages; 37 chapters. 
• One chapter deals with introductory matters. 
• One chapter sets out an over-a ll look at Romans. 
• Twenty-f ive chapters set out an exposition of the sixteen 

chapters ot the book of Romans. 
• Ten chapters set out an intensive look at a particular 

doctrine (for example, truth, the covenants, sa lvation, 
the Christian life, etc.), which is dea lt with in the book 
of Romans. 

• The 36 writers are: C. W. Bradley, Robert Brown, 
Franklin Camp, Curtis Cates, Winford Claiborne, Gary 
Colley, Darrel l Conley, Andrew Connally, Phil Davis, 
Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Garland Elkins, Ralph 
Gi lmore, Dan Goddard, Virgi l Hale, Alan Highers, Terry 
Hightower, Bill Jackson, Glenn Jobe, Kenneth Jones, 
Dub McClish, Noel Merideth, Max Miller, Jerry Moffitt, 
Gobel Music, Flavil Nichols, Charles Pugh, Paul Sain, 
Bi lly Smith, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, Rex Turner, Sr., 
Thomas B. Warren, Charles Williams, Wendell Winkler, 
Gary Workman. 

order from 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0. BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

r;;;m-) FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
~ Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gold lettering $14.95 (plus $1.25 postage and handling) 

FIRM FOUNDATION . - -; 

~~ Conven~~~~~n~S?~cl~~tl~sealedlor ~. ; 
sanitat ion and stacked lor easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hord. clear plastic and h.we 
a glassllke appurance. 

~ Disposable- No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive- Cost only about a penny per cup. 

<""!\. Suitable l or all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of S 13.95 per thousand 
OlDta A YlAI"S SUPPlY TODAY 

flfm "fbun<'Atlon rubU\ hlng H 01.nt r0 ft ox 010 Au\tln l~U\ /876 7 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITIEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Facu lty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLI CATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Wri te or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail , B<'rllnrti lfort Worth). Texn 76021, P~one : 817-282-3911 
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Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Apri l 25, 1984 - Auo. 14, 1984 
Oberammergau 

July 5, 1984 
Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Relig ion. 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 ~01-683-1678 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

Ttte AMEN "-hn•st ry wortn, w•U'I la•thl~o~t congregat•ons ol ttte 
churchtt ol Chust whose membt•s on m•hllry •nstallallons 
w011ctw~e ar e wa•t•no to help yo~o~r tovtO onu - as the y t"tave 
hetpeo .,,,, the ' "'"'"' ' anCI phyS•cat neec:IS or tttcusanos o r 
others Cluru'lg the out five yurs Hus serv•c• 11 ''"' 

Send n ame. complete addrus. phone a nd mthta ry tn sla ll l lton, 
ana sputtual cond•t •on. t l known along • •th your n ame and ad· 
dttSI 10 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERR'f' ROAD 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Bo• 2000 

Weal Wonroe. LOUt l ttna 71291 

American MWtary Ev ... elbiat NaU.... 
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30th YEAR HOMECOMING 
Cherokee Hills Church of Christ 
6700 N.W. 63, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15th 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Bible Study .... · ......................... 9:00A.M. 
Morning Worship ....................... 10:00 A.M. 
*LUNCH ............................... 12:00 P.M. 
Evening Worship ......................... 6:00P.M. 
*Meal Together ................... Everyone Invited 

GOSPEL MEETING 
with 

Charles White 
April 16th - 18th 
7:30 P.M. Nightly 

. NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2787 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh, pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
~mall carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton -- all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all time~. Price: Large carton each SJ. 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

THRU AGE49 
AGE 50& UP 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 
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$100 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65.18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58.18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most Statesl 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

*****CEA DENTAL PLAN- SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

CMONTHL Y) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or ull for details. P. 0. BOX 24246 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817/496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 
32522. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or friends In Alako. 
Glenn Randolph or Pot Mc-han. Phone 272·7584 or 563· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BEANANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E" SL Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883·2550 or Morvin Morrow, Min. 793.0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,168 Clasroom houre 
Preaching - Pereonal Evangelism - Mlulons 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·988·5800, 2707 s. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32508 
Phone 455·7595 

Sundly Bible study 9:00A.M., Worehlp 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max A. Mlllctr, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453·3428 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max A. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
daMI, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2539, or 868· 
4383. Vllltore Welcome. Write about nowcomere to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
8:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703·869·1896, 
Kenneth Chambere, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memortal Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883·2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wardlow, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbl, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784·9480 

Sundly: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45 P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church moots at 112 
MontgomerySL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 482-D487. 

METRO·DENVEA AREA 
Englewood Church of Chrl1t, 
4890 S. Logan 303·789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correapondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
tutl. Alao you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apeclalleuona on many subJects. For Free Information write: 
Sun10t Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister wonted - estobllahed congregation of 100 seeking 
full-time worker. Radio exp. desired. House and ull provided. 
Send sermon tapes and resume with education/earnings 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 9, 
Janesville, Wl53547. 

Northalde church of Chrt1t, 6329 9th Street North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702, 11 seeking a mature, experienced 
fulltlme Gospel preacher. Good personal worker and teacher, 
able to work under eldere' oversight. Poaltlon Includes four 
bedroom air-conditioned home, health lnaurance, 1olary 
negotiable. Send reaume, recent family picture, casette tape 
of recent sermon. 

Preacher wanted for full time work. Small West Texas 
congregation of about one hundred.lnterested persons please 
send reaurne to SheHield church of Christ, P. 0. Box 445A, 
SheHlold, Texa 79781. 

PREACHER WANTED: Preacher for rural congregation. Man 
with experience. Have new church building and preachers 
home. Can pay reasonable salary. Crockett Church of Christ, 
Route 2, Box 253A, Senatobia, Mlu. 38888, phone 801-582· 
8341. 

RIO VISTA, TEXAS church 11 seeking a full time preacher. 
Write: Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 157 Rio VIsta, TX 78093 or 
call (817) 373·2788. 

Small congregation on west coast 11 aeeklng a preacher to 
locate with us. He will need partiolsupporl Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedsport, OR 97467, or call (503) 271-2285 collect. 

The Elm St. Church of Christ Is seeking a mature Goapel 
preacher with at least 5 years experience. Must be a family 
man, worked with an eldership, and able to conduct a radio 
program. Congregation approx. 150. Position available after 
July 1, 1984. Salary negotiable. Send resume and tope to 1321 
E. Elm St., Lima, Ohio 45804. 

Wanted: Evangelist for amall congregation In s. W. Wisconsin. 
Partial support available. If Interested send resume and sermon 
tope to: Church of Chrl1t, 340 E. Mineral St., Platteville, WI 
53818. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Experienced, mature preacher available In June. Contact 
Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley, Rlchardaon, TX 75080, 
214/234-2952. 

Mature, experienced preacher desires a congregation. Strong 
peraonal worker. Call T. A. Grice (817) 893·5852. 

FOR SALE 
The Cue For The ChrtsUan Policeman 

Torry M. Hlghtoww 
SS.OO + 89C postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebatlan, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
APPLICATIONS WANTED AT MEDINA CHILDREN'S HOME 
FOR HOUSEPAAENTS and other type employees such a, 
SOCIAL SERVICES, SECRETARIAL, RELIEF HOUSE· 
PARENTS, and OTHER RELATED SKILLS. HUSBAND AND 
WIFE ARE EMPLOYED ON CAMPUS AS HOUSEPARENTS. 
MEN APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS SKILLS IN 
MAINTENANCE, MOTOR MECHANICS, CAMPUS 
BEAUTIFICATION, ETC. WOMEN APPLICANTS, OTHER 
THAN HOUSEMOTHERS, SHOULD BE ADEPT AT FILING, 
NURSERY EXPERIENCE, NURSING, CAPABLE OF SETTING 
UP AND FOOD PREPARATION FOR LARGE GROUP 
FUNCTIONS, BOOKKEEPING, OR COMPUTER AND 
MAILROOM SERVICES. PLEASE CONTACT DEMPSEY 
SIMPSON AT (512) 589-7725 (day) or 589-2236 
(nlghVweekonda), or write to Route 16, Box 75, Medina, TX 
78005. 
CHRIS-T-IA_N_C-AR_P_E_ -N-T-ER_S ___ M_o_v_e-to-Ka-r-ne_I_C:-11-y,-:T:-e-xa-s. 

Help a newly establlahed congregation grow. We need 
Christian tamlllea Interested In 1avlng soul• and evangelizing 
our community. Place right now for at leaat one 1kllled 
carpenter and or man wanting to lnveat In partner-ship In small 
building firm, and one helper. Call orwrlle: 512·780·3656, BILL 
DUNN & SON CUSTOM HOMES, Rt. 1, Box 32, Karnes City, 
Texa 78118. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES - lntereated In relocating and finding 
a life with more dedicated service to God. Come and help a 
newly established congregation In a mlulon field. We need 
peraonel workers, bus workers, Bible hour and Bible class 
teachers. We need men desiring to train for the office• of Elder 
and Deacon. Write to us, let us help you find a job, hou1e, aend 
Information on school•. Bill Dunn, At. 1, Box 32, Karnes City, 
Texas 78118. Phone 512·780-3656. 

CONDOMINIUM FOR SALE: By O.C.C. Christian neighbors 
and activities. Beautifully kept grounds, stocked pond, club 
house. 3 bet., 2'h ba. Attached garage. Marilyn Forrester, (405) 
478-2574 or (405) 348-7910. 

FREEl Small congregation In mlaslon field needs a FREE bus or 
buues. Currently picking up .W-50 on Wedneadoy nights. 
Want to do ml1alon work? Contact Church of Christ, Box 213, 
Sabetha, KS 66534 or call913·284·2022 or .WZ-855-4375. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly toke questionable 
advertising. But It 11 the reader's re1ponslblllty to Investigate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run an 
unworthy ad. AI tho old saying goes, before you Invest, 
Investigate! 

LAKESHORE HOME FOR THE AGED In Nashville Is nearing 
completion of a new and additional facility known a1 
"Lokeahore-Heartlond" In a beautiful location In the Two 
Rlvere area of Donelson, a Naahvllle auburb. Private rooms are 
ovaJiable for both couples and Individuals, on on Immediate or 
future occupancy beals. Both semi-private and private room• 
are also available at Lake1hore'1 Wedgewood Avenue facUlty In 
Nashville. Forlntormotlon regarding application and realdency 
requirements, Including private room fees, call or write Charles 
E. Bullington, Administrator, or Ernest N. Lee, Ill, Assistant 
Administrator, P. 0. Box 12295, Nashville, Tennessee 37212, 
telephone 615-383-.W79. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate -$11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one addreas. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membership directory of the Lord's 
Church where you worship. Speedy service, reaaonoble price. 
Send for Information and free sample directory. Spangler 
Church Directory Prtntlng Service, P. 0. Box 1710,Aubum, CA 
95603 or call (916) 885-5776. 

MISSION PROBLEMS? MSIIdlng Scale Mlsalon Support" may 
help. Send stamped, oddreued envelope for free copy to -
Joe M. Lyon, Route 1, Box 55, Abilene, TX 79601. 

POSITION AVAILABLE for fall semester 1984, Instructor In 
Computer Science. Mater's degree required. Mu1t be 
qualified to teach computer science courees at college level. 
Contact Dr. Mabrey L. Miller, VIce President for Academic 
AHalrs, York College, York, NE 68467. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For 1111 of those desiring to correapond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
IIIL Give age • optional. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund tor Needy Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite 11106; Dallas, 
TX 75243. 

USED BOOK LIST. Varner's Bookstore, 102 Loramie Sl, 
Marlette, OH 45750. 

Washington, D.C. area - 20 mlnutea from our notion's capital, 
Church of Christ, 111 Ea1t Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone 703- 836-3083 or 971-4147, Mark N. Hicks, 
Evongellat. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for tree leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 
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A BROTHERHOOD PLEA 
WILL YOU HELP THE CHINESE KNOW ABOUT CHRIST? 

One billion souls without Christ! One billion souls without God's written word! 

Overseeing the China mission effort is the Laurel Church of Christ 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. In 1979 Laurel sent the Jack McGhee 
family to Hong Kong. Since then they have steadily worked to 
strengthen the Chinese brethren while actively proclaiming the 
Gospel to the lost in both Hong Kong and mainland China. In 
keeping with Laurel's plans to expand this brotherhood project, 
M. H. and Betty Tucker have accepted the challenge, the sacrifice 
and the commitment to become a part of this great effort. 
Together, the McGhees, the Tuckers and our Chinese evangelist 
will continue to build up the Lord's church while reaching out in 
an evangelistic way to the one billion lost souls of China. 
Communist China has announced their full intention to regain 
complete sovereignty over Hong Kong by or before 1997. This 
means that we may only have 13 years to work freely on the 
border of Red China. Perhaps God is holding open the door this 
long to see what his people will do in preaching the Gospel to the 
greatest population of people on the earth. We knowwhatweasa 
brotherhood can do when presented with a great challenge when 
we unite in a serious effort to achieve high goals for our Lord and 
His kingdom. We ask you to join hands once again as we do our 
all to respond to this enormous opportunity our Savior has set 
before us. Will you help these brethren who, first all, live there 
and know the field; secondly, know 
the Chinese brethren and their true 
needs; thirdly, know what really 
can be done and What truly is 
being done inside China and 
finally, are already actively •n\11 ... 1\l<.,., 

in major programs of 
for the Chine~. .... 

CORRESPONDENCE & 
ADVERTISING 

• Over 1,000 pieces of literature 
mailed out monthly 

• Thousands of tracts distributed 
by hand 

• Advertising through news 
papers, posters, tram cars, 
buses, ferries, trains, etc., etc. 

• Follow up from radio program 

It is our prayer that you will urgently consider this 
plea. We truly need your prayers and your support 
in this major program of evangelizing one billion 
souls. We ask every congregation of the Lord's 
body to help us fulfill the GREAT COMMISSION in 
a GREAT WAY. 

CHINESE LITERATURE PROGRAM 

• Chinese translation and com
plete cataloging of every known 
piece of brotherhood Bible 
literature 

• The most modern Chinese 
com puter typesetting and 
printing equipment 

• Chinese preachers to insure 
sound doctrine 

• Already distributing and 
supplying literature to Hong 
Kong, China, Taiwan, Singa
pore, Malaysia, Canada and the 
U.S.A. 

• Regular trips to Red China 

• More than 2,000 Bibles and 
many more tracts delivered to 
contacts in Ch ina. 

• Missionary efforts to ten major 
cities in China. 

• Bible studies conducted in hotel 
rooms, lobbies, parks, restau
r ants, universities, private 
homes and taxis. 

Sponsored by: LAUREL CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P. 0. BOX 10248 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37939 
PHONE (615) 524-1122 
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PREACHING THAT PROSPERS 
Frank Chesser 

The physical seed of Abraham enjoyed national unity 
for one hundred twenty years u:t;tder the rule of three 
kings, Saul, David and Solomon. At Solomon's death, 
his son, Rehoboam, ascended to the throne of Israel. At 
the very outset of his reign, God divided the nation as an 
act of divine judgment upon Solomon and Israel because 
of their idolatry (I Kings 11-12). 

For the next two hundred fifty years, two distinct 
nations existed among Abraham's descendants. 
·However, in 721 B.C., the national identity of the 
northern kingdom was destroyed in the Assyrian 
captivity (II Kings 17)~ Over a century later, the 
Babylonians consummated the captivity of the southern 
kingdom with the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of 
its temple, palaces and walls (II Kings 25). 

The captivity of both halves of this once united nation 
was due to their stubborn persistency in idolatry and all 
the sins that flow from this fountain source. In contrast to 
the northern kingdom, Judah's captivity was only 
seventy years in duration (Jer. 75: 11). The nation of 
Judah constituted the womb of the Messiah. Into this 
womb, God deposited the "seed of woman" (Gen. 3:15), 
and the "seed of Abraham" (Gen. 12:3) which was Christ 
(Matt. 1:16-25; Gal. 3:16). It was God's unalterable 
intention to reinstate this womb in Jerusalem and thus, 
continue his preparations for the "fulness of time" (Gal. 
4:4), when this seed would blossom and bloom in the 
person of Christ. 

Consequently, having conquered Babylon just three 
years prior to the end of the seventy year captivity, Cyrus 
of Persia issued a decree allowing all those Jews who so 
desired to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple 
(Ezra 1). Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, some fifty 
thousand left Babylon and returned to the ashes of their 

beloved city. Early in the second year, after settling in 
their various cities, the foundation of the temple was laid 
(Ezra 3). 

Shortly thereafter, the Samaritans, an amalgamated 
people in race and religion, offered to assist with the work 
on the temple. Their offer was not a manifestation of 
genuine interest, for inspiration designates them as the 
"adversaries of Judah and Benjamin" (Ezra 5:1). When 
their offer was refused, they mounted a concerted effort 
to suppress the construction of the temple. Their efforts 
met with success (Ezra 4:24). Consequently, for the next 
sixteen years, the work on the temple lay dormant. 

It is at this point that Haggai and Zechariah appeared 
on the scene. Haggai arrived first, followed by Zechariah 
two months later. The basic purpose of their preaching 
was to rekindle the spiritual spark in the hearts of those 
Jews and thus, motivate them to resume and complete 
their work on the temple. 

The result of their preaching is set forth in Ezra 6:14, 
"And the elders of the Jews bui/ded, and they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they bui/ded and finished 
it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel 
and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial. .. 
UNITY AS A SPIRITUAL VALUE 

Something like a quarter of a century after Jesus prayed that all who 
believed on Him might be one, the apostle Paul was confronting the 
factious Corinthian church with the question, "Is Christ divided?"(l Cor. 
1: 13), and a few years later he was urging the Ephesians to give diligence 
"to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:3). 
Obviously, unity among believers was an important value in the early 
church. Continuing efforts in the restoration of pure Christianity must 
also value the ideal of unity. A careful reading of John 17:20-23 will reveal 
that unless unity is a conscious and apparent trait of believers they are not 
in fellowship with the Father and Son, they cannot impact the 
unbelieving world with an inviting faith, and they cannot have the glory 
of Christ in their midst. If we are true to Christ we will seek the fulfillment 
of His earnest prayer; we will value the unity the early church valued.· 

There has been a spate of propaganda in recent years advocating unity 
in diversity, which is, of course, a contradiction in terms. Union is not 
unity. Confederations of denominations who hold divergent doctrinal 
views do not comprise the unity for which Jesus prayed. Such quixotic 
adventures should be abandoned and renounced. The Lord made it quite 
clear that He intended believers to be one as He and the Father are one. 
His· statement certainly does not suggest unity in diversity, but a oneness 
that is centered in a harmonious agreement in all that is taught. Jesus 
faithfully transmitted the words of the Father to the apostles (Jno. 17:8), 
who received them and won others to Christ by them (v. 20). The word 
was the controlling factor in both belief and in the brotherhood it 
produced. Paul demanded that the Corinthians "all speak the same thing, 
and that (thus) there be no divisions amongyou"(l Cor. 1:10). True unity 
is agreement in doctrine, in the things taught and believed. That is the 
very point ignored by the advocates of unity in diversity. The restoration 
plea cannot countenance any concept of unity among believers except the 
unity that has the quality of John 17:21. If this value is actively pursued 
by all Christians the unbelieving world will have to stand mute before 
such awesome moral force, and many of them will submit to the claims of 
the gospel. 

We understand Paul in Ephesians 4:3 to be saying that unity comes 
from the Holy Spirit, for the genitive in the phrase is the genitive of 
originating cause. This leads directly to the conviction that the word of 
God is the only basis for unity. The apostle further describes unity as the 
bond which is peace (genitive of apposition). The ideal state, then, of 
peaceful, harmonious agreement among believers is attainable only as 
they walk by the same rule (Phil. 3: 16). The truth and authority of the 
scripture must be pressed upon all religious people if we are to work 
realistically toward the goal of the unity of all believers. 

The bulwarks of denominationalism, which is the definitive opposite 
of unity, have not fallen to this plea, and our inclination is to grow 
discouraged and drop unity from the restoration program. But a fortress 
can be taken down brick by brick if not by massive assault. And that is 
how we must do it. Where we cannot dismantle the National Council of 
Churches, we can win individuals out of denominations by a sincere 
appeal to Bible authority. And so our efforts in evangelism are at the 
same time efforts to unify the religious world. Let us incorporate this 
value into all our soul-winning activities and they will become more 
persuasive and productive. -Jim Dobbs, Field Editor 
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Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." What kind of 
preaching did Haggai and Zechariah do to erase sixteen 
years of spiritual lethargy and indifference and reignite 
within the hearts of those Jews a burning zeal for God's 
will? What was its nature and emphasis? 

(I) A candid rebuke of sin. In pungent terms Haggai 
exposed their self-centered, materialistic bent (I :2-4). 
They were reclining in their own homes while the Lord's 
house lay in ruins. The opportune time for building the 
Lord's house had not arrived, but it certainly had with 
regard to their own. Their chief concern was their own 
personal comfort. Their religion was one of convenience 
rather than conviction. There was no introduction to 
Haggai's sermon. He got right to the point. He exposed 
and rebuked their sin. 

Man's problem is sin. Sin is a deadly cancer, not a 
slightly discomforting sore. Forget the bandaids and 
bring on the knife. Sin must be cut away, not covered up. 
Many pulpits are all thunder and no lightning. A pulpit 
that refuses to deal forthrightly with sin needs to be 
converted. "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins" (I sa. 58: I). 

(2) A scrutiny of sin's consequences. Twice, Haggai 
focused their attention on the results of catering to their 
own selfish interest (2:5, 7). Sin had robbed them of food, 
clothing and shelter and had eaten holes in their money 
pouches (2:6). Sin had robbed the heavens of moisture, 
their fields of harvests and their labor of fruition (2: lO
ll). What meager wages they were able to extract from 
their wearisome toil was dissipated by the winds of divine 
wrath. "Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine 
house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own 
house" (2:9). 

The ravaging power of sin surpasses human 
comprehension. Sin enters the individual to corrupt the 
mind, devastate the body, and bankrupt the spirit. Sin 
enters the home to still the Ia ughter in the hearts of 
innocent children, replace the sparkle in love's eye with 
distrust and suspicion and convert a citadel of joy into a 
prison of despair. Sin enters the church to stifle truth, 
destroy unity and suppress spirituality. Sin reared its ugly 
head in the innocency of Eden and from that moment to 
the present hour, has left an unbroken trail of grief, 
suffering and despair. Only "fools make a mock at sin" 
(Prov. 14:9). 

(3) A call for the obedience of faith. The prophets 
called for faith to be manifested in penitence and the 
construction of the temple (Zech. 1:1-6; Hag. 1:8). Dead 
faith would have left the people in their easy chairs and 
the temple in rubble. The reemployment of God's grace in 
the blessings they so desired was awaiting the 
reengagement of their faith in obedience to his will. 

FIRM FOUNDADON-MARCH 20, 1984 

All that God has ever required of man is summed up in 
this one phrase, the "obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26). 
Thus, Paul speaks of the "work of faith" (I Thess. 1:3), 
and "faith which worketh by love" (Gal. 5:6). In the 
obedience of faith, man's trust is firmly riveted in God's 
grace and the provisions thereof in Christ and the cross. It 
is in the obedience of faith that man appropriates the rich 
provisions of grace and blood to his soul. 

Any teaching that minimizes the necessity of obedience 
to the will of God is false and exceeding harmful. It 
weakens caution, dilutes faith, encourages sin, cheapens 
grace and is an affront to the cross of Christ and the 
holiness of God. Conversely, any teaching that detracts 
from the grace of God and the blood of Christ as the· 
"basis" of man's salvation is equally false and offensive. 
Such teaching converts man's eyes from an upward to an 
inward posture and leads to a self-righteous spirit. 
Redemption is "of faith, that it might be by grace" (Rom. 
4:16). 

( 4) A strong emphasis on the spiritual over the 
material. When the foundation of the temple was laid, 
those in whose minds the wealth and splendor of 
Solomon's temple had been deeply etched, "wept with a 
loud voice" (Ezra 3: 12). Sixteen years had not erased 
their disappointment for Haggai declared, "Who is left 
among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how 
do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it 
as nothing?" (2:3). Both Haggai and Zechariah strove to 
elevate the minds of the people from the physical and 
temporal to the spiritual and eternal. Everything 
connected with Judaism with the temple as its pivot 
would be shaken, up rotted and removed in order to make 
way for things permanent, the New Covenant and God's 
spiritual temple, the church (Hag. 2; He b. 12:25-28; Zech. 
9-14). 

Had man learned this lesson, premillennialism would 
never have seen the light of day and materialism would 
not now be feeding on the vital organs of the church. 
God's eternal purpose is not a physical Armageddon, 
kingdom, throne and reign. It is not stocks, bonds and 
real estate. It is sin and redemption. Genesis 3:15 sets the 
spiritual tenor for the rest of the Bible. Christ is the "seed 
of the woman" and his cross is the solution for what has 
just transpired in Eden. This prophecy forms the 
background for God's promise to Abraham, the 
culmination of which would enable "all families of the 
earth to be blessed" in Christ (Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:16). 
Consequently, God's eternal purpose is spiritual, 
universal and eternal, not physical, national and 
temporal. 

(5) An incessant emphasis on a "thus saith the Lord." 
This phrase or its equivalent occurs twenty-six times in 
the thirty-eight verses of Haggai. Herein lies the secret of 
all successful preaching. "And beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
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Preaching That Prospers 
(Continued from Page I) 

scriptures the things concerning himself'' (Luke 24:27). 
One half of the sermon that inaugerated New Testament 
Christianity consisted of quotations from the Old 
Testament. Stephen· preached an all-scripture sermon 
and closed with a three verse application (Acts 7). Such 
was the nature of Old Testament and first century 
preaching. 

The preaching of Haggai and Zechariah is a perfect 
example of Paul's admonition to, ~~Preach the Word; be 

FOR WIVES ONLY 
Dalton Key 

According to I Kings II :3, Solomon "had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines." This practical experience, coupled with his 
God-given wisdom, made Solomon an expert in the 
ticklish field of domestic relations. Thus we are interested 
to read the following proverb from his book of the same: 
"A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a 
contentious woman are alike" (Proverbs 27: 15). 

It's true in life, in friendships, and no less true in 
marriages. "Enough digs make a grave." Constant 
nagging and continual criticism will kill a marriage just as 
surely as will the bottle or a third party. As someone has 
aptly observed, "Every wife should have enough horse 
sense not to be a nag." 

Socrates was plagued with a nagging wife who would 
give the little man a tongue-lashing and then pour a 
bucket of cold water over his head. Whereupon Socrates 

instant in season, out of season,· reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with a/1/ongsuffering and doctrine" (II Tim. 4:2). Pious 
platitudes, theological jargon, social sermonettes, a dose 
of Dale Carnegie and excursions in philosophy, politics 
and current events would have robbed those Jews of a 
stricken conscience, readjustment of priorities and 
renewed determination to rebuild the temple of God. 
Only by returning to the preaching that prospers can we 
avert the onrushing tide of apostasy and fill the church 
with fervent souls committed to holy living and the 
universal proclamation of the gospel of Christ. 

Route 5, Box 31 
Thomson, Georgia 30824 • 

replied, "After the storm, the rain." When asked why he 
married his wife, Zantippe, Socrates replied, "Those who 
want to learn to ride well choose restive horses, because, 
if they can handle these, they can manage any others. I 
want to learn to associate with all mankind, and I chose 
Zantippe, knowing that if I could handle her society, I 
should be able to get along with anyone." And from what 
we've heard, the philosopher may have taken on more 
than he was able to handle. 

Christian wives, as an example of light before the 
world, must learn "to be sober, to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
.home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed" (Titus 2:3, 4). 

Think about it wives -would you want to be married 
to you? 

Box··:s63 
Liberal, KS 67901 
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COMMUNICATING 
THE WORD OF GOD 

Charles Dorsey 

The apostle Pau·l encouraged the young preacher 
Timothy to handle "aright the word of truth" and to 
"preach the word ... with all longsuffering and teaching" 
(II Timothy 2: 15; 4:2). For any preacher this is an 
awesome responsibility. Men's souls are at stake. 
Preachers therefore must strive to preach the word as 
effectively as possible. 

The goal of preaching is communication . 
Communicating what God's will is for man. However, 
communication does not take place if the message 
transmitted is not grasped by another. This is both the 
speaker's and the listener's responsibility. 

The preacher (speaker) must communicate his message 
as clearly and simply as possible. Good communication 
cannot take place when the speaker's message is garbled 
with unfamiliar words. Clarity can be achieved by using 
simple, short words. Approximately four-fifths of the 
words used by Jesus were only one syllable words. 

Clarity and simplicity in preaching also demands good 
sermon pre paration. Too often a sermon is 
incomprehensible because there is no main point. While 
exegesis and original language studies are manditory for 
sermon preparation, audiences are often confused when 

bombarded with this type of material. Alexander 
Campbell believed," A sermon should be composed with 
regularity and unity of design, so that all its parts may 
have a mutual and natural connection, and it shou\d not 
consist of many heads, neither should it be very long." 

The listener is equally responsible for making 
communication happen. Sometimes the sermon is not 
understood because the listener is not listening properly. 
Too often he is preoccupied with his own thoughts and 
his mind is wandering elsewhere (i.e., what is for lunch, 
the ball game on T.V., etc.). Some listeners do not hear a 
speaker's message because they are already trying to 
guess what he is going to say. Then there are those who 
are thinking about what the speaker should have said 
instead of what he did say. All of these are barriers to 
good communication. 

Just as we must open our minds attentively to the Bible 
so we may, as Paul says, "perceive my understanding in 
the mystery of Christ" (Colossians 3:4); we must also 
open our minds attentively to perceive what the preacher 
is presenting from the word of God. 

Communication of the word of God is a responsibility 
of both the preacher and the listener. The preacher must 
clearly and simply present the word truthfully and with 
relevance for his audience. The listener must give his 
undivided attention so he may know how he can put it to 
use in his life. 

P. 0. Box 244 
Arbyrd, MO 63821 • 
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In l.Jight oj' the S"cripture.\ , 

CONCERNING 
GRATITUDE TO GOD 

Burton Coffman 

In Luke 17, there is this marvelous story concerning the 
healing of lO lepers. That little company of lepers stood 
afar off and cried to the Lord "Master, have mercy upon 
us! " Their dreadful disease was apparently about the only 
thing that bound that little company together. Think of 
the things that their horrible disease had done to them. 

It had reduced them to a common level, the lowest, 
leading them to forget all social distinctions. One of them 
was a Samaritan! 

It had made them unclean. 

It had isolated them. They were required to stand afar 
off when they conversed with others. 

It had made them hopeless. 

The significance of this lies in the fact that in the Bible 
leprosy is a type of sin (but not related to the sins of its 
unfortunate victims); because sin does exactly the same 
things to its victims that leprosy does. Also, only Christ 
can heal both! 

When that company of lepers cried to Christ for 
healing, he had mercy upon them and commanded that 
they should go and show themselves to the priest; but 
they were in no sense healed when Christ commanded 
them. However, as they went, they were healed! Only one 
of those healed returned to thank Christ for the blessing 

he had been given; and "He was a Samaritan!" In sheer 
amazement, Christ asked, "Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine?" 

The Bible does not reveal why nine men who had 
received such an astonishing and beneficial bless ing from 
God should have failed so miserably to express any 
thanks for what the Lord did for them. Even an 
elementary knowledge of human nature, however, 
enables us to put together some of the excuses which 
might have been back of their shameful failure to show 
gratitude to God. 

Did one of them wait to see if the cure was real? 

Did one of them wait to see whether the cure would 
last? 

Did one of them plan to see Jesus a few days later? 

Did one of them decide that, after all, he has actually 
never had leprosy? 

Did one of them conclude that since Jesus had not 
actually done anything, he would have got well anyway? 

Did one of them give the glory and the praise to the 
priests? 

Did one of them say, "Oh, well, just any Rabbi could 
have done it?" 

Did another decide that, after all, he was already much 
improved and would have gotten well without any help? 

If none of these appears reasonable, please permit us to 
ask, WHAT IS YOUR OWN REASON FOR NOT 
GLORIFYING GOD? Is it any more reasonable than 
any of those above? • 

r---~-----------, IF~::Si?'o~~ 11th Annual 
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Seagoville Elders; Standing (L-R): Roy Petty, Kenneth Prestridge; 
Jesse Harris; Gene Edmonds. Seated: Andrew Connally. 

An Open Letter 
On Behalf of Arusha Tanzania 

Dear Brethren, 

A few months ago as I lay recovering from a hea rt 
attack and five-by-passes my thoughts turned to the loose 
ends of my life and the regrets I would have if I died at 
that time. A church building for Arusha Tanzania was 
heavy on my heart. 

When my family and I had worked in Arusha we were 
hinde red from building a building due to a turmoil in 
government. This has been settled and we need a building 
for the church. This is an urgent need . We have supported 
an African evangelist from the time we were there to carry 
on the work. He has done a good job. The church has 
grown. 

Arusha is a major center and a stratigically located 
area. The gospel can radiate into three nations from here. 
We are committed to this project, as I promised the Lord 
that if I lived I wanted to complete this effort. We are in 
the process of raising 75,000 dollars to erect this building. 
Our elders at Seagoville have assumed the oversight of 
this work and sha ll collect and disburse a ll monies given. 

Would you please join with us with a one-time 
donation for this worthy effort? 

Please make all checks payable to the Seagoville 
Church of Christ. A letter of appreciation and 
acknowledgment will be sent to each one contributing. 

Will you please help us to get a building for the church 
in Arusha Tanzania? 

May God Bless You, 
Andrew M. Connally 
for the elders 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

THRU AGE 49 
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CAN HE DEPEND ON 
YOU? 

Ben F. Vick, Jr. 

Does it seem strange that the "God that made the world 
and all things therein" depends on you and me? Maybe. 
But He who is from everlasting to everlasting and has the 
"power to help and to cast down" and has divided the sea 
with His power, in one sense, relies upon us. The God of 

\ heaven depends on us to carry on the work of His only 
begotten Son (Lk. 19: 10). Because the "treasure" (the 
gospel) is now in "earthen vessels" (men), the Lord 
depends on us to further His cause (II Cor. II :7). The 
Lord's people are His only hands and feet and lips on 
earth today. Thus, being reliant upon Christ, we must be 
reliable for Him (Matt. 11:28). 

The "He" in the title stands for Christ. To be 
dependable for Christ means to be dependable for His 
cause, the church. The inspired Luke records, "As for 
Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women committed them to 
prison"(Acts 8:3). But the Lord said to Saul on the road 
to Damascus, ''Saul, Saul, why persecutes! thou me" 
(Acts 9:4)? Saul did not personally inflict pain on the 
Lord. But inasmuch as he did it unto the least in the 
Lord's body, he did it unto the Lord. Thus, the reverse is 
true as well. When we further the borders of the kingdom, 
we are helping Christ. 

In a time when dependability .is uncommon in the 
world, it ought to be common in the Lord's church. The 
King of kings needs loyal subjects. The Captain of our 
salvation must have stalwart soldiers willing to buckle on 
the armor and fight the good fight of faith. The chief 
Shepherd desires a flock which is content with the green 
pastures and still waters to which He has led us. The Lord 
of harvests needs faithful and dependable workers in His 
field. 

Can he depend on you in attending every service of the 
church? The early disciples were dependable. "And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" 
(Acts 2:42). In spite of the command to assemble with the 
saints, some still cannot be depended upon (Heb. 10:25). 
Jesus Christ is present at every service, but many let him 
down by their absence (Lk. 22:18; Matt. 18:20). Those 
who do so cannot say with the poet: 

"Again our earthly cares we leave, 
And to thy courts repair; 

Again, with joyful feet, we come 
To meet our Saviour here." 

Some can be depended upon in time of fair weather, 
but let the sleet, rain, and snow come, and they are at 
home during time of services. You see, "every cause has 
its summer soldiers and sunshine patriots." Will you 
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"seek the kingdom of God first" through winter as well as 
summer? 

Can the Lord depend on you to preach the gospel? 
Jesus commands, "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature" (Mk. 16: 14). We can help 
preach the gospel by inviting friends, relatives and loved 
ones to services. We might call, or write a short note, or 
visit an unfaithful member in order to carry out this 
command. Suppose the Lord could only depend on me to 
obey Mark 16:15. What would be the results? Would I be 
telling others "the good news"? Would the church grow? 

Can the Lord depend on you to give as the New 
Testament directs? ~~Upon the first day of the week let , 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come" 
(I Cor. 16:2). Can the Lord depend on me to give upon the 
first day of the week as I've been prospered? Am I 
dependable in giving as I've purposed in my heart? Could 
we continue to meet at our home congregation and pay 
our expenses if everyone gave as you or I? Can the Lord 
depend on me to do my part financially? 

Can the Lord depend on you to lift a helping hand to 
those in need? The writer of Hebrews commands, 
~~Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the 
feeble knees; And make straight paths for your feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the way,· but let it 
rather be healed" (Heb. 12: 12, 13). The man who fell 
among robbers could not depend on the priest or Levite. 
They "passed by on the other side" (Lk. 10:30-39). The 
Samaritan took time to help. Can the Lord depend on us 
to take the time to help the needy, visit the sick, and 
comfort the bereaved? 

Can the Lord depend on us in living for him? If you 
were to stand before all the world and represent 
Christianity, what W!JUld the world see? It was Robert E. 
Lee who, concerning Alexander Campbell, said, "A man . 
who if he had been delegated as the representative of his 
species to one of the superior worlds, would have 
suggested a grand idea of the human race." Such could be 
said because he lived for Christ. Let us be lights in a world 
of darkness by holding forth the word of life daily(Phil. 
2:15, 16). 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveab/e, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

THE 
QUALIFICATIONS OF 

ELDERS 
Titus 1:5-9 

Harold R . McKeel 

Our study on elders will be found in T itus I :5-9. We 
will look at these verses carefully and strive in our efforts 
to let God speak through His Word. We notice in verse 
five that Paul left Titus in Crete for the express purpose of 
setting in order the things that were lacking in their 
worship and service to God. A part of this setting in order 
was to ordain elders in the churches. 

In verses six through nine Paul sets forth the kind of 
men that must be selected to be ordained as elders. 

Paul begins by saying, "they must be blameless." An 
elder must have a good reputation. He is to be honest, 
upright, truthful and must treat others with respect. One 
who does not have a good reputation cannot scripturally 
serve as an elder. Verse six a lso states that the man 
appointed to serve as an elder is to be the husband of one 
wife and have faithful children who are not accused of 
riot or unruly. In other words, an elder is to be a family 
man, who has his children in subjection. Paul mentions in 
I Tim. 3:4 tha t a n elder "rules well his own house." If he 
cannot do this , how can he take care of the Lord's church? 

In verse seven, Paul aga in emphasizes that a bishop, or 
elder, is to be blameless. As a steward of God in spiritual 
matters, he cannot be any other way. If he were t.o be 
blamed or guilty of misconduct, who would follow htm (I 
Pet. 5:2, 3)? Paul follows with some areas where an elder 
must be blameless. First, he must not be selfw illed. We 
have far too many leaders of the church who must have 
their way rega rdless, a nd it has made ruin in many places. 
We must be able to see the other person's point of view 
and weigh their ideas (Rom. 12:3). A good elder, and one 
seeking the office, must be able to do this. Second, an 
elder of the Lord's church must not be an angry person. 
We certainly do not need men leading God's people ~ho 
"fly off the handle" at every little problem that anses. 
Problems are going to come and elders must be able to 
face them with a calm and tranquil spirit. An angry 
person loses self-control and when control is gone, ~o is 
one's ability to reason. Third, an elder must not be g1ven 
to wine. He will not indulge in alcoholic drink for any 
reason. Fourth, he does not strike at others, eit~er 
mentally or physically, and cannot be bought w1th 
money. 
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An elder as we can see from verse seven, is of an 
unblemished character and holds up the highest ideals. 
We must be careful when we select elders in the Lord's 
church. T he men we choose must possess the 
qualifications listed in these verses. To be less would 
cause one to be unfit for service as an elder in the Lord's 
church. 

Verses eight and nine give us a positive view of the 
qualifications of elders. In verse eight,.we.see five of them. 
First a n elder must be a lover ofhospttallty, not of others 
towa'rd him but ra ther of himself toward others. Like the 
"Good Samaritan," he sees a brother in need a nd lends a 
helping hand. He greets the brother and the ~tranger 
alike, and is willing to help meet both phystcal and 
spiritual needs. Second, he is a lover of good men, not 
that he doesn't love the souls of the wicked and lost, but 
rather he delights to be in the presence of good. Third, an 
elder is a sober man. He is able to reason and think 
correctly. Fourth, he is just. To be just means to deal 
honestly a nd rightly with every person. Favo~s a re. not 
bestowed nor judgment rendered because one ts a f:ten.d 
or enemy, but right judgment is given because a thmg ts 
right or wrong in a nd of itself. Fifth, an elder is to be holy. 
H is life must be in harmony with the life of Christ. 

Verse nine gives us the primary reason for all the 
foregoing qualifications of one who desires to serve as an 
elder in the Lord's church. He must hold fast the pure 
word of truth so that he might be able to exhort in the 
sound d octrine and convict the gainsayers. 

Perhaps· this brief study will give us a deeper 
appreciation of those men who serve faithfully as elders 
in the Lord's church. Truly, those who serve well are 
worthy of double honor (I T im. 5: 17). Let us lift up their 
hands in the great work that they have underta ken to do. 

3885 Orleans Road 
Memphis, TN 38116 
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Biblical Sermons 

''WHAT IS TRUTH?'' 
(John 18:38) 

Andrew Connally 

INTRODUCTION: 
I. "What is Truth?" has become the disparaging question 

of this age. Every age has had its Pilates who are not 
concerned with truth neither are they ashamed of 
error. Logical contradictions, self contradictions and 
deliberate "tampering with the evidence" pose no 
moral, intellectual or spiritual concern for such 
people. · 

2. Such utter skepticism as evidenced by the statement: 
"What is Truth?" shows no deep basis for moral 
character, nor concern for the right. 

3. Pilate was a "typical politician" of his day. He gave 
way to the "voice of the people" even ~ it meant 
denying justice and truth. He had the haughtiness of the 
dominant race, and a profound contempt for the 
people over which he ruled. He evidenced pettiness by 
referring to Jesus as "king" and by refusing to alter 
the inscription on the cross. He evidently realized that 
in his condemnation of Jesus he acted, and knew he 
acted, contrary to conscience. He was selfish and a 
coward and knew it, therefore, he realized he was 
dishonest. No worse state can be described to any 
man. 

I. WHAT IS TRUTH?- -IT IS KNOWABLE. 
I. There is a body of evidence God demands we know 

(Cf. Heb. 11:1; 11:6). 
· (I) It is available, therefore attainable (Jn. 8:32; 

Gal. 1:23; Eph. 4:4; Jude 3). 
(2) It is powerful (Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12). 
(3) It is sufficient (2 Pet. I :3). 

II. WHAT IS TRUTH?- IT IS ESSENTIAL TO 
HONESTY AND INTEGRITY. 

I. Pilate was morally bankrupt. He asked, "What is 
Truth?", but couldn't have cared less. 
(I) It perverted his justice. (Only God is just and His 

word equitable). 
(2) It destroyed his courage. He acquiesced under 

pressure (Cf. Mk. 8:35). 
(3) It magnified his selfishness. "Look Out For 

Number One" is a national best seller today as 
it always has been. 

2. Pilate was openly dishonest before Christ and the 
mob. 
(1) He knew Jesus had committed no crime worthy 

· of death, for he said, "I find no crime in him." 
(2) He tried scourging to satisfy the issue. 
(3) See J n. 19:8. 
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(4) See John 19:12. 
(5) When the crowd said, "Thou art no friend of 

Caesar" - he acquiesced! 

III. WHAT IS TRUTH? - ITS ANSWER DECIDES 
OUR ETERNAL DESTINY. 

I. Pilate was given every chance by Jesus to be honest 
with the evidence. 
(I) Pilate said, "It is not lawful for us to put my man 

to deathn (19:31). So he knew the purpose of the 
mob. 

(2) He asked, "Art thou a king?" Jesus replied, "I 
am." He said, "Everyone that is of the truth 
hears my voice." . 

(3) Pilate responded, "I find no crime in him. I will 
release him." 

2. Pilate tried to compromise. 
(I) Pilate "scouraged him." 
(2) Pilate humiliated him. 
(3) Pilate said, "Behold the man." 

3. Pilate finally collasped morally. Note some of his 
statements: 
(I) "Crucify him yourselves." 
(2) "Jesus, whence art thou?" 
(3) "Speakest thou not unto me?" 

4. Pilate at last judged him. The record states that: 
(I) He "sat on the judgment seat." 
(2) He "delivered him unto them." 
(3) Pilate finally said, "What I have written I have 

written." 
5. The. progression of Pilate's sin was finally 

completed. 
(I) Jesus refused to answer when He saw no spark 

of moral worth left - "he answered him not a 
word." 

(2) The Bible warns each of us (Jn. 8:32; Prov. 
23:23), "buy the truth and sell it not." 

(3) Note 2 Tim. 4:1-5; Heb. 6:1-5. 

CONCLUSION: 
A great deal of space is allotted to this event of Jesus, 
Pilate and truth in our New Testament. It must be of 
great significance. May God help us to recognize the 
truth when we hear it. May we love it and never leave it. 
May we defend it and never desert it. 

510 N. Kaufman 
Seagoville, TX 75159 
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CHALLEN GING DANGERS 
OF MODE RN VERSIONS 

57.00 Paper 

A .criouo study of why 
n'lodcrn versions pose g reat 
dangers to God's people. 
Danger> of both a general and 
specific natu re a re pointed out. 
There are thirteen chapters with 
questions at the end of each 
which make it excellent fo r Bible 
class work. There are two 
appendixes which contain 
nearly fifty pag<'S of materia l on 
Isaia h 7 : 14. 241 pages . 
Published by Bellview Preacher 
Training School. 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
FINAL THINGS 

S7.50 Cloth 

There 3;re twenty-six chapter> 
in this book that deal with 
authority . d eath. Christ's second 
coming. the resurrection. the 
judgment and eterna l destinies. 
Questions a t the end make it a 
fine study for six months. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 297 pages. 

THE ELDER AND HIS 
WORK 

S6.95 Cloth; 54.95 Paper 

This is a thorough study of the 
clder,hip. its names, its back
groun d. qu alificati on,. 
authority and relationship with 
preachers and all Christians they 
oversee. There a rc 13 chapter. 
with a variety of question> at the 
end of each chapter. T here arc 
three appendixes. Publi>hed by 
Lam bert Book House. 17 1 
pages. 

CHRIST IN THE HOM E 
Paper $5.95 

There arc eighteen cha pter> in 
this book that exalt C hrist in all 
home relationships. This book 
shows how to have a Christian 
home. It is now in its fou rth 
printing wi th over 11 ,000 in 
print. Published by Quality 
Publications. 282 pages. 

HOW YOUNG PEOPLE GET 
H URT 

Paper $1.50 

Eleven perils to youth a rc 
traced out in t his pop ular seller. 
It ha> gone through >evcra l 
printings. There arc 4ucstion~ at 
the end of each of the thirteen 
chap ters. Pu blished by Pledge 
Publication>. Kl page>. 
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TH E BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

Paper $3.95 

Thirteen chapters that deal in 
thorough fashion with the 
essential facets of Bib lical 
fellowship. Enemies of Christian 
fellowship a re discussed. There 
are two chapters on the d ivided 
assembly which refute its so
called wisdom a nd scriptural 
support. A variety of questions 
conc lude each chapter. 
Published by Lambert Book 
fl ouse. 147 pages. 

ST UDIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND THESSALONIANS 

Paper S2.25 

Thirteen chapters with 
questions at the end with an 
exposition of Paul 's firs t 
epistles. Designed for class or 
individual study. Published by 
Lambert Book H ousc. 11 9 
pages. 

STUDIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND TIMOTHY 

Paper 52.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with Paul's instructions to a 
great gospel preacher. A variety 
of questions conclude each 
chapter. Designed for either 
cla.s or ind ividual s tudy. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 126 pages. 

STUDIES IN TITUS AND 
PHILEMON 
Paper 52.25 

There are thirteen chapters in 
this book with a varie ty of 
questions at each chapter's end. 
In addition to an exposition of 
Titus and Philemon, there arc 
three chapters on a preacher 's 
work and one chapter that deals 
with a preacher 's wife. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 121 
pages. 

'-, I LIJ)IJ'-, I~ 
i\ \\1\ \'\,1) Jlll)l 
~-

Ti l ( HOPE Or TI<E HOME 

__ ,_, 

&lit Civing W•y 
AlU.I Sltt\ 

STUDIES IN JAMES AND 
JUDE 

Paper $2.25 

In this book of thirteen 
chapters there arc nine chapters 
that expound the epistle of 
James and fou r that expound 
Jude. There is a special chapter 
on The Saint In The Book Of 
James. Published by Lambert 
Book House. 117 pages. 

STU DIES IN F IRST AND 
SECOND PETER 

Paper S2.25 

Biographica l information 
about Peter and both epistles arc 
expounded in this thirteen 
chapter book. A variety of 
4ucstions ends each chapter. 
There are two chapters on When 
Faith Is Under Fire. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 126 
pages. 

JESUS CHRIST: TH E HOPE 
OF THE HOME 

Paper $2.25 

This book of thirteen chapters 
discusses marriage. divorce. 
remarriage. various enemies of 
the home and what J esus can 
mea n to marriage. It shows how 
10 have a truly Christian home. 
H o m e . h ope, happiness. 
holincso and heaven are all 
linked with Christ in this book. 
Published by Lambert Book 
Houoe. 127 pages. 

REMEMBERING GOD IN 
YOUTH 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with remembering God, why 
'ome do not remcm'bcr him. how 
tu remember him and some 
example> of those who did 
remember him and thooe who 
fo rgot him. Designed for class 
and individual study. Publishco 
b) Ltmbert Book H Oli>C. 91 
page•. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P . 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 
Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax . 

POSTAGE PA ID ON R ETA IL ORDERS OVER $10.00 
Add $ 1.00 for postage and handling for one book: 
fo r two or more add 15% of the total cost. 
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 
GOD THE CREATOR, Jack Cottrell. 
The doctrine of God lies at the 
foundation of all right thinking in 
religion. This book is the first of a 3 
volume set on the doctrine of God. 
Nine Chapters plus a detailed 
bibliography and index. Some of the 
chapter titles are: Pagan Alternatives 
to Creation, The Biblical Doctrine of 
Creation, Implications of Creation, 
Our Knowledge of God, The Living 
God, and The Fear of God. The 
introductory chapter deals with the 
concept, study, nature, and attributes 
of God. Hardback, $13.50. 

The Bible and Mormon Scripture 
Compared, Charles Crane. A paper
back book divided into three main 
parts. These are "The Bible a·nd 
Mormon Scripture Compared"; "True 
or False Prophets"; "Thirteen False 
Doctrines." Published in 1976, it is 
now in its fourth printing. Written by ·a 
Christian church minister who has 
worked extensively among the 
Mormons. 106 pages. $2.95. 

John's Wonderful Gospel by lvor 
Powell. A verse-by-verse commen
tary with plenty of sermon notes and 
outlines. Powell is very fond of 
alliteration. He had a thirty-five year 
study of John's gospel. The book is 
filled with attractive and intimate 
descriptions of Christ. 443 pages, 
$12.95. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Winning Through A Positive Spiritual 
AHitude, J. J. Turner. The goal of this 
book is to cause you to have a better 
positive spiritual attitude than you 
had when you began reading it. 
Turner believes there are three major 
keys to success: Knowledge, Attitude 
and Action. This is what the book is 
about. Paper, $3.95 plus shipping. 

The Story of The Bible, edited by 
Johnny Ramsey. The one book all 
men should know is God's book, the 
Bible. In a genuine effort to correct 
the problem of spiritual ignorance, 
this book sets about to arrange a 
summary of the entire Bible that 
should help us all to get started in a 
more diligent, thorough, in-depth 
perusal of the divine oracles. The 
material In this book is written by 
gospel preachers such as Wayne 
Jackson, Robert A. Taylor, Jr., 
Johnny Ramsey, John Waddy, etc. 
An excellent book that deserves a 
place in the library of any serious 
student of the Bible. Paper, $3.95 plus 
shipping. 

Since You Asked, Bill Flatt. This book 
grows out of Flatt's speaking and 
counseling experience during the last 
few years. Most of the questions were 

asked by people in audiences at 
churches where he was lecturing on 
Mental Health and the Bible. Flatt 
teaches that happiness with depth, 
endurance, and proper guidance 
come from a good relationship with 
God and with people and includes a 
healthy respect for self. 193 pag.es of 
Questions and Answers on self
esteem, guilt feelings, worries, fears, 
depression, insecurities, grief, etc. 
$5.95 plus shipping. 

When Christ Was Preached To Christ, 
Basil Overton. This is a collection of 
52 sermon outlines designed for 
preachers, teachers and every 
student of the Bible. All are excellent 
topics for today's audience. Half of 
the lessons are on the important 
themes of Christ and the Church. 
Paper, $4.95 P!Us shipping. 

Studies In Jonah, John L. 
Kachelman, Jr. Guy N. Woods says, 
"This thought-provoking book will 
stimulate the mind, stir the heart and 
enrich the soul of every earnest 
seeker of the truth and is a valuable 
contribution to the literature of our 
brotherhood ... Studies In Jonah is a 
great and good book." Paper, $4.95 
plus shipping. 

Order from: FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC. 
P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Florida 32522 
Texas and Florida residents must add 5% sales tax. 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN WANTED LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 
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Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 1% · hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
si~ to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 

Tile AMEN M1n11try WOfkl w1tll la1tiltul congregatiOftl ot tile 
cllurclles of Qltill wllose memllefs on military Installations 
worldwide are wailing to l'leiP your loved ones - as tiler !lave 
helped w1111 tile sc»ir&tual and l)lrf$ocat needs ot tiiOuaandl ot 
Otllerl during tile D&ll lnre rears. Thll MIVCe II frMI 

S.nc:l na.me. complete ac:lc:ltell. phOne and military instanatiOft. 
anc:l spiritual conc:llllon. it known along wllll rOUt name and ec:1o 
Clreaato: 

(~· 
AMEN 

WHITE"S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
Wnt Monroe. Loulliafta 7'21~ 

Amerieaa MWta17 Evaqelldq Na.._ 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 697, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. or call 707/448-
3557. 

FIRM FOUNDADON-MARCH 20, 1984 



WHO IS GETTING 
THE MESSAGE? 

Walter Swain 

Many years ago when I began preaching, I presented a 
lesson one Sunday morning on marriage, with Ephesians 
5:22-33 as the text. After the worship the family was 
:invited to eat dinner with a young married couple. While 
the wife fixed dinner, the husband mentioned to me how 
much he enjoyed the sermon, "especially," he said, "the 
part about the wife being in subjection to the husband," 
as he raised his voice looking toward the kitchen. 

Later, as we ate, the wife also said how she appreciated 
the morning's lesson. Then she added, looking at her 
husband, "especially the part about husband's loving 

·~their wives." 

I have since thought often about this incident, and have 
been reminded how often the wrong person gets the 
message from the lessons in the Bible and our preaching 
and teaching. 

How many times has a preacher taught a lesson on 
giving, to encourage those who do not give scripturally to 
do so, only to have the increase come from those who 
already give liberally; while those the lesson was aimed at 
show no response? 

How often do we see people applying sermons and 
lessons to those who are outside the Lord's church, while 
those lessons were meant for Christians? 

Yes, too often, the wrong person gets the message of a 
sermon or lesson. But it is interesting to note that the 
Bible in most instances directs itself directly to those who 
need that message, and are urged to respond directly to 
that message. 

Paul did not tell the wife to see that her husband loves 
her, or to even demand that. He told the husband to love 
the wife. That is his responsibility, not the wife. 

Also, he did not direct husbands to make certain that 
their wives were in subjection to them. He directed his 

command to the wives, to be in subjection to their 
husbands. That is their responsibility, not the husband's. 

Thus, the message to husbands is to love their wives. It 
is their duty to get this message, and to practice it. 
Likewise, wives are told to be in subjection to their 
husbands. It is up to them to see that they be subjected. 

Also in Ephesians Paul commands children to "obey 
your parents, in the Lord" (Ephesians 6: 1 ). Notice, he 
does not tell parents to make your children obey you. He 
directs this command to the child-"obey your parents." 
It is up to the child to obey the parent. Parents must, of 
course, teach and expect this obedience, and train their 
children properly so they know what to obey. 

In Hebrews 13: 17 the inspired writer commands 
Christians to "obey them that have the rule over you." 
Again we see that the message is directed to the individual 
Christian - to obey those who rule in the church. He 
does not tell the rulers to make Christians obey them. 
And Peter, in giving instructions to these rulers of the 
church, the elders; in I Peter 5: 1-3, tells them to rule: 
"neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but 
making yourselves examples to the flock." This message 
is for the elders, telling them how to rule in the church. 

In each of these instances the command is directed to 
the one who is to love, to be in subjection, to obey, or to 
rule. Never is anyone in any situation in the Christian 
faith told to make others love them, or to make others be 
subject to them, or to make others obey them, or to make 
others follow their rule. Those who lead in any of these 
situations are told only to expect such action to come 
from those under them. 

It is vitally important that we read and study the Bible 
correctly (II Timothy 2: 15). A part of that is 
understanding to whom a command is directed. Much 
trouble can be caused, and ill will, when we try to apply 
the message to the wrong party; and fail in doing so to 
apply it to the proper party. 

We should always ask ourselves when studying and 
applying any scripture, "Who is this message for?" 

833 Begonia Street 
Escondido, CA 92027 • 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
COMMUNION BREAD 
We keep on hand regularly a supply of 

fresh. pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven waf~rs in the 
~mall carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton -· all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all time~. Price: Large carton each $3. 15. 

2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Mancha:a Road, Austin, Te~ 78745 or Gall (512) 282-2486 

FIRM FOUNDAnON-MARCH 20,1984 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. BOX 17200 PENSACOLA, FL 32522 

13 [1046] 



14 [1047) 

Mission 
Mississippi 

olia 
olleg 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A . Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 

P. 0. Box 655 
820 S. Huntington St. 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601 ) 289-2896 

WHERE 
THE SAINTS 

MEET 
1983 EDITION 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CON
GREGATIONS OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

New and completely revised for 1983, th is edition 
of Where The Saints Meet is the result of a pains-
taking effort to build a Directory of Churches of 
Christ in the United States and Canada, with a 
representative list of congregations around the world. Also included are listings 
for l iberal arts col leges and universities, bible colleges and other degree-granting 
schools of religion, schools of preaching, and child care and senior citizen care 
facilities in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided with the number of congregations and 
active members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetical order are listed by states, and 
information on particular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are included. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and inva luable to every church office 
as a source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. 

PAPER: $1 0.00 

Add 15% postage and handling -Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0 . Box 17200; Pensacola, FL 32522 

-SUITABLE FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL OR CLASS STUDY-
A Study Of The UNIQUENESS And The ESSENTIALITY of the CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christians Onl-v - And The Onlv Christians 
THE BLOOD-BOUGHT CHURCH OF CHRIST AND THE UNITY WHICH IS IN 

HARMONY WITH THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD STUDIED IN THE LIGHT OF 
FOUR "LAWS" OF GOD WHICH ARE CRUCIALLY RELATED TO THESE MATIERS 

Thom111 B. W•rren 

written by DR. THOMAS B. WARREN 
Unity based upon TRUTH is imperative in the sight of God. 

•The Paalmlat aald, "I am a companion of all them that 
fear thee, And of them that observe thy precepts (Psalm 
119:63). 

•Jeaua prayed, "Neither for these only do I pray, but for 
them also that believe on me through their word; that they 
may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they may also be in us: that the world may believe that 
thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21 ). 

•Paul demanded, "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Ephesians 5:11 ). 

Paper Bound, $1.95. See Your Local Bookstore, or 

f"'i'AmJ Order From 

~ NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 72401 

(Add $1.00 for postage and handling when ordering by mail) : 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
PART I 

SOME INTRODUCTORY MATTERS 
Chapter 1: What This Book Is All About 

PART II 
THE UNIQUENESS AND ESSENTIALITY OF THE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Chapter 2; Christians Only - And The Only Christians 

PART Ill 
FOUR "LAWS" OF GOD WHICH ARE CRUCIALLY 

RELATED TO THE BASIC PROBLEM OF THIS BOOK 
Chapter 3: God's Law Of Authority 
Chapter 4: God's Law Of Inclusion 
Chapter 5: God's Law Of Faithfulness 
Chapter 6: God's Law Of Exclusion 

PART IV 
SOME POSSIBLE OBJECTIONS 

Chapter 7: Some Possible Objections To The Basic 
Affirmations Of This Book 

PART V 
SOME CONCLUSIONS 

Chapter 8: You Can Be Just A Christian- A Member Of 
The Church (Body) Of Christ- And Know That You Are 
A Member Of That Church 

Chapter 9: Christian Unity In A Biblical Perspective 
Chapter 10: A Final Word 
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C LA s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 89508. WID contlet l'llatlvn or friends In Alakll. 
GJenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272·7584 or 583-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. •E" SL Sunday 9:30 a 1D:30 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cal1883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT QF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROC"'ES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 YNr Curriculum - 3,168 Claaroom hour~ 
Pruchlng - Personal Evangelism - Minions 

Complete Progl'lftl for Wlw• ll'ld Teac:t.a 
Coni8Ct: Warren Wilcox, DINCtor 303 888 5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denwer, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Slufley Ro_. 

Penucola, Florida 32508 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 8:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
WednlldaJ Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. MOler, EYangeUat. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 SaufteJ Road 

Penucola, Florida 32508 
Phone 904-453 3428 

FuU 2 ,..r program, V.A. approw_., Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
cia ... , 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-889-2539, or 888-
4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about newcomer~ to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, Eut Brfltol Church of Christ Just oH 1-81 
betwMn Exit 3and4on Bonham Road. Sunclay10:00A.M.and 
lt30 P.M.; Weclneac:lay 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·'703-881·1898, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntnllle, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2980 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednnday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wllcllaw, 
Ewanpllat. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 KaiJ FrHWIJ (1·10 Weal) 

Houston, Teua 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wedneldly Bible Study 7:30 P.M.JimDobba,Evangellat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lnclanapolll, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Flld Davia, Ewangellst. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact JOUrrelatlwa and friends. Church meelaat 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12801. Or «:811 Tom Tarbet (814) 482.o487. 

METRo-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church ol Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bart•, EwangeUst 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses bJ 
Conespondenco. Programmed tapes with written material and 
te11a. Also JOU may Join our Tape-A-Month Club lnCI rec:elwe 
apeclalleuonl on many subjects. For FrH Information write: 
&un•t Church of Chrtat, 2432 27th SL, Lubbock. TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister wanted- established congregation of 100 ... king 
fuii-Ume worker. Radio exp. desired. House and ulL provided. 
Send ••mon tapes and resume with educaUon/eemlngs 
history lo: Search Comm., Church ol Christ, P. 0. Box 9, 
JaneaYille, WI 53547. 

Northside church of Christ, 6329 8th StrHt North, St. 
Petenburg, FL 33702, II seeking a mature, experienced 
fulttlme Gospel preacher. Good per10nal worker and teacher, 
able to work under elders' owenlght. Position lndudea tour 
bedroom air-conditioned home, health Insurance, salary 
negotiable. Send resume, recent famiiJ picture, cassette tape 
of recent sermon. · 

Preacher wanted for full Ume work. Small West Texas 
congregaUon ol about one hundred. Interested persona please 
&end resume to BtleHield church of Cl'lrfat, P. 0. Box 445A, 
Sheffield, Te .. 79781. 

Small congregation on west cout Ia '"king a preecher to 
locate with us. He will nHd parUalaupporL Write P. 0. Box 82, 

' Reedsport, OR 87487, or caD (503) 271·2285 collecL 

The Elm St. Church of Christ Ia seeking 1 mature Gospel 
preacher with at leal 5 , .. ,. experience. Must be 1 famiiJ 
man, worked with an eldership, and able to conduct a radio 
program. CongregaUon approx. 150. Polltlon available after 
JuiJ 1, 1984. Salary neaoUable. Send resume and tape to 1321 
E. Elm St., Uma, Ohio 45804. 

Wanted: Evangelist tor small congregation InS. W. Wlaconaln. 
Partlllaupportawlllable. II Interested Mnd resume and sermon 
ta .. to: Church of Christ, 340 E. Minelli St., Plattnllle, WI 
13818. 

WANTED - Experienced preacher for a small Northeastern 
congregaUon. Send resume to Sterling Church of Christ, Box 
103, Oneco, Conn. 08373, 1·203-584-6188. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Exporlenced, mature preacher available In June. Contact 
Richard Norman, .1910 Deep VaiJeJ, Richardson, TX 75080, 
2141234-2852. 

FOR SALE 
For Sale: Four ecra Deep well. Ranch atyte fence. Seeded In 
dover and other paatu11 g,.... &maD woods lot at back. Fronts 
to blacktop hlghw8J. BeauUful building site. Walking distance 
to church bulkllng where a faithful congregation of the Lord'a 
church meets. Located 8 miles north of Pocahonllt, Arkansas 
In Stokes community. Call 1-314-825-6825 after 4:30 p.m. or 
WHkenda. 

The cae For The Chrfalan Policeman 
Terry M. Hlflltower 
$5.00 + 8M postage 

P. 0. Box 859, Sebastian, FL 32958 

USED PEWS FOR SALE: 21, 11 feet, lght oak wood, nice 
concltlon, $80 eech or $1000 for lot. Contact Melvin &Jrd, 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 176, Bellevue, NE 68005. Phone 
(402) 291-3585. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CASSETTE TAPE CATALOG-New from Northeat School of 
Biblical Studlea ... For JOUr FrH Copy write to: UFE 
COMMUNICATIONS, P. 0. Box 655, CUlton Park. NY 12065. 

CHRISTIAN CARPENTERS - Mowe to Karnes City, Te ... 
Help a newiJ eatlblllhed congregallon grow. We need 
Christian famlllel Interested In saYing souls and evangelizing 
our community. Place right now tor at leat one skilled 
carpent• and or man wanUng to lnYHt In partner-ship In small 
building firm, and one helper. Call or write: 512·780-3858, BILL 
DUNN a SON CUSTOM HOMES, Rt. 1, Box 32, Karnes City, 
Texa 78118. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES -Interested In relocating andftndlng 
a life with more dedicated Mrvlce to God. Come and halp a 
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redemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies bJ 
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Biblical Studlel at Clifton Park, NY. 52 complete leaona r.ad 
JOU thru the Bible twice In one JMr. 34 caseHe tapes with 207 
page study guide complete with ouUinea. Ideal tor Adult Blble 
caa..., or Bible Colleges. Includes 3-drawer atorage cue. 
$88.00 postpaid. Order from: Life CommunlcaUona, Box 855, 
CDfton Park, NY 12085. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get yourfrlenda 
to aubacrlbe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00i 3 Years 
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17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membership directory ol the Lord's 
Church where you worship. Speedy aerYlce, reuonable price. 
Send tor Information and ''" sample directory. Spangler 
Church Directory PrlnUng S.rvlce, P. 0. Box 1710,Aubum, CA 
85603 or call (818) 885-5776. 

POSITION AVAILABLE lor fill semester 1884, Instructor In 
Computer Science. Matef'a degrH requllld. Must be 
quaiHied to teach computer science cour~e~ at college level. 
Contact Dr. MabreJ L. Mill•, VIce Plllldent for Acldamlc 
Affair~, York College, York, NE 68487. 
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and &nJ Debates. WaJne Stephens, Box 285, Stlawnee, OK 
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alngl-. send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 897, Perry, 
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samples and prices. Bible Blndei'J, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
71604. . 

15 [1048] 



Notice To Teachers And All Bible Students 
ANNOUNCING A LIMITED EDITION REPRINT 

of the 
AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

TEACHER'S EDITION 

This honored version of 1901 long held to be the most accurate 
translation in the English language, has not been available in the 
Teacher's Edition for many years. Now through special arrange
ments by Star Bible, this edition with all its finest features, helps, 
etc. is being produced once again. 

Features include: 

• Center Column References 

• ASV Concordance (236 pages) 

• Bible Dictionary (118 pages) 

• 12 page section of color Bible maps plus 8 
page index of maps 

• Finest quality Bible paper 

• Silk ribbon marker, headbands 

• Genuine Top Grain Brown Leather Binding, 
or Black Genuine Morocco with leather 
lining. 

• Gold Imprinted with gold edges 

• Clear readable type, 1456 pages in all 

• Overall size: 5~ x 8~ x 1", Boxed 

PRICE: Brown Genuine Leather .... . . . ... $59.95 

Type Specimen 

20 J6-hO~vlh aanswer thee 
day of trouble; 

The bnam.e of the CGod of 
d set thee up on hiih; 

2 Send thee help 'from the san 
And lfstrenitben thee out of 

3 UR.emember all thy 3offerini 
And •llaccept thy burnt-sacr: 

Call Toll 
Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

Black Morocco, Leather Lined . .... $69.95 

:···························································--···············--···-·······-···························-·························································· ... 

\ \ 
i Date : 
; 1 

\ Please send the new Teacher's Edition of the American Standard Version Bible for which l 
1,, ~:~!:~~7th::::~~' $2~p~:~::, ~~:d~~~k ~:!,,o ""'h ,,:~:;~;~~n~:,8;'; 1: .. 

l City State Zip._____ \ 

l Order From: \ 

i ~·~~ ~~~~~~~·~~· ~: ~ - ~:~ ~7~~~· ~·:··:~':· ~~ 32~22 1 



22L£L ~0 ~AliJ ~1~0 
<:109~~ NNtf N 00£; 

A31lt'l 3)1Ii~ 

£g/BO Wl\11 

1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HA JIING THIS SEAL, THE 

19·84 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 Austin, Texas, March 27, 1984 No.13 

DRUNKEN: INTOXICATED 
OR SATIATED? 

Wayne Price 

About the mid-fifties in the frrst century, the Apostle 
Paul wrote the following words: "For in eating everyone 
taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, 
and another is drunken" (I Cor. 11:21 ). 

The word under investigation in this treatise is methuo, 
which is translated as "drunken" in the King James 
Version, and is the final word in the above quotation. The 
word is used seven times in the New Testament, and as in 
extra-Biblical literature, it refers to a person being 
inebriated, or drunk in the great majority of cases. That 
this is its usual connotation is indisputable. Our only 
question is this: Does this verse prove that our first 
century brethren in Corinth were drinking intoxicating 
wine, and furthermore that some of them were just plain 
drunk by the time the Lord's Supper was 
commemorated? 

In John 2:10, regarding the wedding feast in Cana, the 
same word is translated "well drunk" (KJV), or "drunk 
freely" (ASV, RSV, NEB). Phillips renders it: "had 
plenty to drink." Is it not possible that the same word has 
the same meaning in I Cor. 11:21? Since our sinless 
Savior (He b. 4: 15) did not do what was strictly forbidden 
in the law, i.e., look upon fermented wine (Prov. 23:31), 
nor would he give his neighbors an intoxicant in defiance 
of Hab. 2:15, then it is best to understand that our Lord's 
miracle consisted of turning the water into wine, that is, 
fresh grape juice. Hence, the translators render methuo in 
John 2: 10 as "being filled," or "filled to satisfaction," 
signifying they have had plenty, and not as suggesting 
that they were in a drunken stupor. 

Since we are provided with two alternatives when the 
word methuo is used, the context itself must be relied 

upon to determine which of these two ideas is meant in 
any given situation. 

I Cor. 11:20 says: "When ye come together therefore 
into one place, this is not· to eat the Lord's Supper." 
Though they should have been meeting for that purpose, 
yet such a purpose was thwarted by bad attitudes on the 
part of some of the members of the church in Corinth. 
They had mixed a common meal (the Agape or love feast 
-II Pet. 2: 13; Jude 12) with the Lord's Supper. The rich 
would bring sufficient food for themselves, but did not 
wait for others, especially the poor, so the food could be 
distributed evenly (vv. 33-34). With this prevailing 
attitude, it was impossible to eat the Lord's Supper. Why? 
The "one bread" of which all were to partake symbolized 
unity of the body of Christ (I Cor. 12:20), yet the way the 
"haves" were treating the "have nots" manifested 
disunity. The church in Corinth was divided (I Cor. 
II: 18) by the Corinthians' abuse of the love feast. Instead 
of having the attitude of "share and share alike", those 
who brought food ate their own provisions, while others 
went hungry. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

BEFORE AND NOW AND AFTER 

A hundred years, from our present earthly vantage point, seems like a 
very long time. One hundred years is more than the average life span. 
Once in a great while we may hear of some person who has lived for more 
than a hundred years, but it is rare. 

BEFORE 

No one now lives who was alive when the Firm Foundation published 
the first issue of the paper. It is solemn for us to think of the distinguished 
servants of God who during the past ten decades lived and loved and 
taught and sacrificed and stormed across the stage of life and who have 
now fallen asleep and are silent. 

It is both interesting and inspiring to peruse past issues of the Firm 
Foundation and note the names and accomplishments of preachers, 
elders, writers and teachers of a past generation. Sometimes in the lines, 
and sometimes between the lines, we can read their disappointments and 
victories, tears and smiles, prayers and labors, failures and successes; but 
always, on every page, in clarion tones, we read of their unswerving 
loyality to the invisible, immoral, eternal King. 

Sometimes, in the quiet of the evening, I review in my musing the 
names of some of the friends of Christ who I knew and admired, but who 
are no more in this world- yet they live! While they lived, they died, and 
now that they are dead, they live . 

Yes, they live in many ways. Most important they live in the courts of 
glory and associate with countless heroes of the faith. 

They live, too, in their righteous deeds. "Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labors,· for their works follow with them. "They live in the memory 
of all who knew and admired them. They live in the everlasting annals of 
the kingdom of the Lord. 

They live because of what they believed and what they did. They were 
people who knew what they believed and why they believed it and they 
did not hesitate to tell the world about it. Men like N. B. Hardeman, 
Weeping Joe Warlick, Charlie Nichols, Foy Wallace, Jr., Gus Nichols, 
G. C. Brewer and many, many others, too numerous to mention. They 
had the dignity of conviction and therefore could face any foe and rise to 
any challenge. Conviction compells action and brings success. 

NOW 

We stand on the shoulders of all who have gone before us. We reap 
what they sowed. We benefit from their sacrifices. We enjoy what they 
denied themselves. We eat the fruit of their labor. We owe to them an 
undying debt of gratitude. 

The church is strong and in a position to accomplish great good for 
mankind, and magnify the name of God. We are the inheritors of a rich 
legacy. And because of it should be able to sustain without flinching a 
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mountain of responsibility; the responsibility of holding 
tenaciously to the truth; the responsibility of exposing the 
false prophet and convicting the gainsayer; the 
responsibility of expanding the borders of a kingdom 
that comes not .with observation; the responsibility of 
throwing, from our failing hands, the torch to our 
children and our children's children, that they, in their 
turn, may hold it high. 

Let us believe what we believe! If we really believe what 
we say we believe, we will front any danger and expand all 
our energy in an unceasing attempt to convert all others 
to the truth of the gospel. We will sound the trumpet in 
clear and unmistakable tones. We will rally to a 
bloodstained banner. We will preach the word, in and out 
of season, in all its pristine beauty and power. And 
whether men hear or whether they forbear, they will at 
least know that there has been a prophet among them. 

AFTER 

One generation goes and another generation comes. 
We are debtors to both the past and the coming 
generation. We owe it to our posterity to leave for them 
the same solid ground we received from our forebearers. 

Shall the rising generation have the clear light of God's 
word for their feet and path, or shall they wander in ·a 
maze of confusion in an often distressing search for the 
old paths in order to find the good way that they might 
walk therein? Well, good friend and brother, that 

THE NAZARETH 
DECREE 

Wayne Jackson 

The apostle Paul was absolutely correct when he 
stated: "If Christ hath not been raised, then is our 
preaching vain, your faith also is vain" (I Corinthians 
15:14). If any fact of antiquity is provable, surely the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is. The great classical scholar, 
Thomas Arnold ( 1795-1842), who served as Professor of 
Modern History at Oxford, once characterized the 
Lord's resurrection as the "best-attested fact in human 
history." 

Of course, the case for the resurrection of Christ, on the 
basis of the New Testament record itself, as well as the 
profound influence of Christianity, is already 
unassailable. There is a good possibility, though, that an 
archaeological discovery has further strengthened the 
historicity of the resurrection event. 

The historian, Michel Rostovtzeff, in 1930, came upon 
a stone slab that has come to be known as the "Nazareth 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 27,1984 

depends on you and me and on how well we discharge our 
responsibility or on how miserably we fail. 

Join with me in this hundredth year of the Firm 
Foundation in an attempt to dramatically increase the 
circulation of this fine journal. A paper like this spans 
many generations and helps to give continuity to our 
mutual efforts. It is one way in which we can help those 
who come after us to know and love the truth as we have 
known and loved it. 

The only aim of the present editor, owners and staff of 
the Firm Foundation is to present in a positive and loving 
way the unsearchable riches of imperishable truth. There 
is in us no root of bitterness springing up. We only 
propose to hold high the torch of truth in the knowledge 
that it burns on forevermore. 

In tribute to the great men and godly women of the past 
generation and in love of the generation now standing on 
the threshold, let us work to increase the circulation of 
the Firm Foundation that it may have an ever increasing 
influence, and that way preserve a forum for truth and 
righteousness. 

Let us keep faith with a past generation. Let us serve 
truly the present generation. Let us do right by a future 
generation. 

-H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 

• 
Decree." Though it appears to have reached Germany as 
early as 1878, it was not translated until 1932. The text 
consists of twenty-two lines of Greek, and reads as 
follows: 

"Ordinance of Caesar. It is my pleasure that graves 
and tombs remain undisturbed in perpetuity for 
those who have made them for the cult of their 
ancestors, or children, or members of their house.lf, 
however, any man lay information that another has 
either demolished them or has in any way extracted 
the buried, or has maliciously transferred them to 
other places in order to wrong them, or has 
displaced the sealing or other stones, against such a 
one I order that a trial be instituted, as in respect of 
the gods, so in regard to the cult of mortals. For it 
shall be much more obligatory to honor the buried. 
Let it be absolutely forbidden for anyone to disturb 
them. In the case of contravention I desire that the 
offender be sentenced to capital punishment on the 
charge of violation of sepulture." 

Archaeologist E. M. Blaiklock believes this inscription 
was set up in Nazareth around 50 A.D. He writes: "If the 
date of this inscription is somewhere before the middle of 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Nazareth Decree 
(Continued from Page 3) 

the 1st century, and in spite of thirty years of active 
controversy, this dating appears most likely, the emperor 
who caused it to be set up could have been none other 
than Claudius"(Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia ofthe 
Bible, Vol. 4, p. 391 ). 

But what is the significance of this inscription which 
warns tha t "graves and tombs" are to "remain 
undisturbed" and that anyone apprehended transferring 
corpses to other places or displacing "the sealing or other 
stones" is to be put on trial? Scholars like Blaiklock have 
pieced it together this wa y. 

The early Christians must have been preaching the 
gospel in Rome by the early forties of the 1st century. 
Naturally, the fact of the bodily resurrection of Christ 
would be the central theme of their message. The Jewish 
enemies of Christianity would counter with the story that 
Christ's disciples had stolen the body (cf. Matt. 28:13). 

Drunken: Intoxicated Or Satiated? 
(Continued from Page I) 

This then is the context in which the word methuo 
(drunken) is used. The sin herein condemned is gluttony 
and selfishness - not intoxication! This can be seen by 
the use of contrast, for Paul declares that "one is hungry, 
and another is "(v. 21). WHAT IS THE 
OPPOSITE OF BEING HUNGRY? Answer; to be 
filled, or satiated. T he contrast Paul makes is that some 
went hungry, while others had plent y. This corresponds 
to the usage of the word in John 2: 10, and is thus used as 
an equivalent of peplerosthai ="to have been filled. "The 
context certainly does not demand that we understand 
the word methuo to refer to intoxication. Nowhere in the 
entire chapter is there an allusion to the drinking of an 
intoxicating beverage. 

Since the inspired writer uses the word to mean "full" 
- not "drunk" - then we ought not use this example in I 
Cor. II :2 1 to illustrate that this first century church used 
intoxicating wine in the observance of the Lord's Supper, 
and for two reaso ns: ( I ) this refers to a common meal 
which was followed by the Lord's Supper (see above), 
a nd (2) the word "drunken" signifies "filled to 
satisfac tion" as in John 2: 10, a nd not intoxication, as is 
commonly und erstood by the use of the English word 
"drunk" in today's world. 

21 I N. 5th 
Marlow, Okla. 73055 • 
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Possibly irritated by this controversy, Claudius 
"commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome" (Acts 
18:2). We know, as the historian Seutonius records, that, 
"As the Jews were indulging in constant riots a t the 
instigation of Chrestus [a corrupted form of the Greek, 
Christos - Christ], he banished them from Rome,"(Life 
of Claudius, xxv. 4). 

After further investigation of the matter, during which 
he learned tha t C hrist was a native of Nazareth (Matt. 
2:23), it is ve ry likely that the emperor authorized a decree 
to be e rected (for emphasis in the Lord's hometown) 
making body-stealing a capital crime and thus he hoped 
to prevent other religions from arising upon the basis of 
such st ories. 

If this line of reasoning is correct, and it is probable 
that it is, then we ha ve here the first secular testimony to 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

3906 E. Main St. 
Stockton, Ca lifo rnia 95205 
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" THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT" 
A Homiletic Commentary 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren, Editors 

Thos book - the prontcd record o f 
the Seventh Annual ··sporotual 
Sword·· Lectureshop. conducted 
by the GetweU Church o f Chrost on 
M emphos. Tn w as wrotten by 
thorty · four fa ot h fu l and abl e 
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The book os comproscd of fourty 
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Jesus whoch arc set out on 
chapters l ove. sox and seven of the 
book of Mauhew 

Already some arc sayong such 
thongs as. ·Thos may be the best 
book outsode of the Boble usclf 

whoch has ever been wroucn on 
the Sermon on the Mount ·· It os 
surely the case that thos book 
when studoed along wnh the Soble 
otself can bu a sognofocant Ioree 
on hclpong people to sec how the 
Boble teaches that people should 

change theor loves onto w hat the 
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mossoonaroes around the world as 
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You can ·t afford to be without this book! 

Cloth bound. 340 pages. S14 .95 (plus postage and handling. S1 25} 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS. INC. 
P 0 Box I 00 I Jonesboro. Ark 7240 I 

(Or. see your local bookstore.} 
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WHAT MAKES A 
LEADER A 
LEADER? 

Dub McClish 

There are many books on the 
subject of leadership. Several 
companies offer special seminars on 
the subject. Countless words have 
been spoken and millions of dollars 
spent to discover the secrets of 
leadership. It is generally conceded 
that "good leaders are made, not 
born." While some may be more 
naturally blessed in appearance, 
stature, voice or with opportunity, 
than others, some of history's most 
powerful leaders have risen to the t~p 
without such advantages. Leadership 
may involve some luck ("being at the 
right place at the right time" or 
"knowing the right people"), but it 
will always be more a matter of skill in 
acquiring certain traits. 

The Lord's people ought to be 
keenly concerned about good leader
ship. No organization, including the 
church, can rise above its leaders. 
Those who would be defined as 
"leaders" in a local church would 
include its elders, deacons and 
preachers, at least. Oth~rs who te~ch 
are also in a leadership role. Like 
many other positions, some are 
leaders "in name" only, while others 
truly are "out front." In the interest of 
improving our leadership abilities 
consider the following checklist: 

1. A LEADER PROVIDES 
DIRECTION. The term "leader" 
necessarily implies as much. He is 
sure of where he is going and can 
provide guidance for others. He is 
able and willing to do what he leads 
others to do. 

2. A LEADER GETS DIS
COURAGED, BUT HE KEEPS 
GOING. He sees others idle who 
should be busy. He suffers defeats 
and falls short of some goals, but he 
doesn't quit or give up. 
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3. A LEADER GETS. EX
HAUSTED, BUT HE PRESSES 
ON. In a battle, the commanding 
officer has to be a man who can stay 
awake when all others have fallen 
asleep. Elders and preachers and 
other hard workers get exhausted, 
but only the followers stop. The true 
leaders press on. 

4. A LEADER GETS CRITI:
CIZED BUT HE DOESN'T QUIT. ' . Many a great project was nipped tn 
the bud by withering criticism. Many 
a saint has had his zeal quenched by 
hypercriticism. The leader does not 
escape such, but he toils on in spite of 
it, like the greatest Leader did. 

5. A LEADER MAKES 
MISTAKES, BUT HE LEARNS 
FROM THEM, CORRECTS 
THEM AND BECOMES A 
BETTER LEADER BECAUSE OF 
THEM. Most people allow their 
mistakes to become millstones, 
dragging them down, but they are 
stepping stones to the true leader. 
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Tenth Annual Lectureship 
BELLVIEW PREACHER 

TRAINING SCHOOL 
MAY 13-17, 1984 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506-1798 
Max R. Miller, Director 

Oklahoma Christian College is seeking an 
individual with a Ph.D. degree in Computer 
Science to teach in our strong and growing 
Computer Science Program. Call 
405/478-1661 or write Dr. Jim Baxter, 
Oklahoma Christian College, Rt. 1, Box 
141 , Oklahoma City, OK 73111 for more 
information. OCC is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 

WANTED 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 1 1/2 · hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
fami ly i n quality environment. Good 
community and schools. A ll kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation provid ing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
train ing . Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 

WHERE THE SAINTS MEET 
1983 EDITION 

New and completely revised for 1983, this edition of Where The Saints Meet is 
the result of a painstaking effort to build a Directory of Churches of Christ in the 
United States and Canada, with a representative list of congregations around the 
world . Also included are listings for liberal arts colleges and universities, bible 
colleges and other degree-granting schools of religion, schools of preaching , 
and child care and senior citizen care faci li ties in the United States. 

A statistical summary is provided w ith the number of congregations and active 
members in each state. 

In the U.S. congregations in alphabetica l order are listed by states, and 
information on partic ular congregational features such as foreign language 
services are inc luded. 

Convenient for Christians who travel and invaluable to every church office as a 
source for addresses with zip codes of all churches. PAPER: $10.00 

THE WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST. THE ONLY WORLDWIDE DIRECTORY OF 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN PRINT. 

ORDER FROM 

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE 
P. 0. BOX 17200 PENSACOLA, FL 32522 
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THE SECOND TIME 
Burton Coffman 

The Holy Scriptures mention the fact that the "Word 
of the Lord came to Jonah the second time," a 
phenomenon which one may observe again and again in 
the Bible. It will be remembered that Jonah did not obey 
at the very first command, but instead, tried to run away 
(Jonah 2:1); but God did not give up on Jonah but again 
commanded him. 

Likewise Abraham did not fully obey the _Lord when he 
left Ur, but seemed willing to remain indefinitely in 
Haran; but a second time the Lord thundered the 
message to A braham (Genesis II: 31, 12: I), and this time: 
THEY WENT FORTH TO GO INTO THE LAND OF 
CANAAN; AND INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN 
THEY CAME! (See Genesis 12:5). 

This verse, emblazoned upon the arms of the Neville 
Chamberlain family in England, is a marvelous tribute to 
Abraham's ultimate obedience to the divine command, 
upon the occasion of that second opportunity. Like 
Jonah, who also succeeded beyond his most fantastic 
expectations (the second time around), Abraham also 
achieved all that God expected of him. 

Even the New Testament is not without its example of 
this same phenomenon. John Mark was a trusted partner 
with Paul upon that first missionary tour; but he became 
a deserter in Perga of Pamphylia and left the apostle's 
company, returning to Jerusalem where he lived. Many 
have speculated. as to why Mark quit, supposing it was 
due to homesickness, or jealousy because Paul's rising 
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preeminence over his uncle Barnabas, or maybe to his 
longing for the rich and care-free life at home; but 
answers such as these do not really tell why this young 
man fell away from the work. He was like so many in all 
ages who quit the work of the Lord for some reason that 
may not ever be clear to those who know them and love 
them. 

Of course, it will be clear at once, that we are not really 
writing about Mark, or Abraham, or Jonah at all, but 
about so many Christians who have deserted the way of 
the Lord, for whatever reason, and who are in danger of 
everlasting ruin as the result; and we are praying that, like 
the ones mentioned here, they shall find the grace to heed 
the word of the Lord a second time around! 

Yes, Mark, too, made it the second time! It was a difficult 
task, however, Barnabas was willing to accept Mark, but 
the apostle Paul was slow to trust him again, a situation 
that always pertains to Christians who try to come back. 
Some will not quickly receive them; but Mark set a good 
example and stedfastly set himself to the work of the 
Lord, doing what he could, and going where he could. 

In time, Paul acknowledged that he accepted Mark as a 
faithful and trusted servant. Paul was in prison in Rome 
and the last letter he ever wrote has this: "Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee, for he is profitable to me in the 
ministry" (2 Timothy 4: II). 

Yes, Mark at last had made it back to full confidence 
on the part of Paul; and he had won the victory, the 
second time around! And when the Holy Spirit needed a 
man to write the New Testament, Lo, Mark's name led all 
the rest, save that of Matthew alone! 

0, you Christian who may have faltered once; all is not 
lost. Ever and anon the word of God comes to you THE 
SECOND TIME, even as to Jonah and Abraham and to 
the quitter at Perga; and you may yet win the crown of life 
that never fades away. • 

EMPLOYMENT: 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Ch.ristian couples and 
individuals) Good pay· and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman •. 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 697, 
Vacaville. CA 96688. or call 7071448-
3667. 
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DAUBING WITH 
UNTEMPERED 

MORTAR 
Ernest S. Underwood 

The sins of the people to whom 
Ezekiel was sent were numerous. In 
chapter twenty-two the prophet is 
directed to speak against the people. 
He tells them that they and their 
religion are corrupt. They were 
making idols (v. 3); they had abused 
their parents and oppressed the 
fatherless, widows, and sojourners ( v. 
7); they had profaned the sabbaths 
and despised the holy things (v. 8); 
they were slanderers, they had 
committed adultery, lewdness, and 
incest (vs. 9-11 ); they had accepted 
bribes (v. 12); and the priests were 
doing violence to the law of God (v. 
26). Amidst all this wickedness, and 
in harmony with it, were the false 
prophets. In verse twenty-eight 
Ezekiel describes them: "And her 
prophets have daubed them with 
untempered mortar, seeing vanity, 
and divining lies unto them saying, 
Thus saith the Lord God, when the 
Lord hath not spoken." T heir lies and 
false teachings amounted to what the 
true prophet of God called 
"untempered mortar." The word 
untempered simply means that the 
mortar did not contain the proper 
ingredients and mixture to hold 
together. Buildings built with the use 
of such mortar would crumble. Lies 
and false teachings may be soothing 
to the ear, but they will damn the soul. 
As in the days of Ezekiel, so also in 
our present day, there are those who 
are daubing with untempered mortar. 

There is the untempered mortar of 
man-made religions. Men have had 
their false visions, divined lies, and 
mixed their opinions and creeds in the 
cauldron of desire and popularity 
causing them to produce vain 
religions, religions which make void 
the word of God (Cf. Matt. 15:1-9). 
Some of these false visions and lies 
appear as the man-made doctrines of 
salvation by faith only, the modern 
day direct operation of the Holy 
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Spirit, the impossibility of apostasy, 
theistic evolution, and a host of 
others. Such doctrines emanating 
from the recesses of the devil's mind 
will produce those plants which will 
be rooted up by the heavenly Father 
(Cf. Matt. 15:13). 

There is the untempered motar of 
innovations. Men have seldom been 
satisfied with the things which please 
God. Therefore, they have introduced 
into their worship those things which 
God never authorized. Instrumental 
music, images, counting of beads, the 
burning of incense, making the sign of 
the cross, turning the Lord's Supper 
into a "dinner on the grounds" affair 
are but a few of the ways man has 
shown his disdain for God's way, and 
set about to satisfy himself. Sadly 
enough, we have brethren who will 
extend fellowship to some of the ones 
who practice some of the above 
things. They, too, are daubing with 
untempered mortar. 

The philosophy of "numbers at all 
costs" and "the end justifies the 
means" is another example of 
daubing with untempered mortar. 
There are leaders who allow 
questionable and wrong practices to 

continue because they attract 
numbers. When questioned, they 
often adopt the policy of "the end 
justifies the means." The use of 
gimmicks, gadgets, and gymnasiums 
to attract the public is no better. Man 
is not saved by popular vote, by 
physical exercise and games, nor is he 
saved by the multiple gadgets some 
are using to attract him. If one is 
saved, it will be because he has obeyed 
the gospel, all the entertainment 
crazed brethren notwithstanding. 

From His high and holy throne in 
heaven God viewed the people, their 
prophets, and their corrupt worship 
and lives. The sight He saw caused 
Him to proclaim, "And I sought for a 
man among them, that should make 
up the hedge, and stand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I should 
not destroy it: but I found none" 
(Ezek. 22:30). The God of heaven still 
looks for those who will "preach the 
word" in season and out of season. 
Does He find such in you, dear 
reader, or are you, too, daubing with 
untempered mortar? 

P. 0. Box 34 
Burlison, TN 38015 • 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbcrl D. Gough. Editor 

WARNING AGAINST 
FALSE TEACHERS 

Titus 1:10-16 

Charles C. Pugh, III 

The subject (viz. false teachers) with which the text 
under consideration in this article (Titus I: 10-16) is 
concerned is introduced in Titus I :9. Paul wrote that the 
elder must be one who holds fast the faithful word "that 
he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and 
convince the gainsayers." In the judgment of this writer 
too little emphasis has been placed on this qualification 
of those who serve as elders in the Lord's church. 

The reason why those who serve as elders need to 
possess such a qualification (i.e., able and willing to 
refute false teachers) is because false teachers exist. In the 
concluding seven verses in chapter one of Titus, three 
areas relating to the subject of false teachers are set forth. 
They are as follows: 

(I) The Character of False Teachers (V. 10, 12). 
(2) The Responsibility of Elders and Preachers 

Toward False Preachers (V. II, 13). 
(3) The Results of False Teaching on the Proponents 

of Error (V. 14, 16). 

Not only do false teachers exist, but they are many in 
number. Paul wrote, "For there are MANY unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers ... (verse ten). They are "vain 
talkers." They utter empty, senseless things. 
Furthermore, they are "deceivers." Jesus sounded the 
same warning when he said, "Beware of false prophets, 
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). Evidence of the 
deception of the false teachers in Crete (as well as 
everywhere they exist) is manifest in verse fourteen. They 
propagate what Paul designated as "fables." What they 
teach is fiction, an invention of man, falsehood. 

As evidence of the character of these false teachers in 
Crete Paul reminded Titus of what one of their fellow 
Creta~s had said of them, viz. that "The Cretians are 
always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies" (verse twelve). Pa~l 
then added, "This witness is true" (verse thirteen). It IS 

generally agreed that this Cretan prophet whom Paul 
quotes here was the noted Epimenides .who li~ed about 
six centuries before the birth of Chnst. Th1s Cretan 
prophet was considered by many to be a seer, even a 
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divinely inspired philosopher, but Paul did not consider 
him in any such way. Paul merely identified him as a 
prophet of their own and that what he (the Cretan 
prophet) said about his fellow countrymen was true. 
They were liars. In fact to "Cretanize" becomes 
synonymous with deception. They were "evil beasts" 
(sensual, animalistic) and "slow bellies" (idle gluttons). 

In this text we are also given plain directives regarding 
our responsibility and attitude toward false teachers. 
False teachers are not to be ignored, but rather their 
"mouths must be stopped" (verse eleven). Paul used here 
a verb (epistomizo) which means to stop the mouth by 
means of a bridle; to silence someone. How unlike this is 
from the attitude of too many in the church today who 
say we ought to ignore false doctrine, and it will go away. 
However, cancer ignored will destroy one physically, and 
false doctrine ignored will lead to the damnation of sou ls, 
(cf. II Thess. 2: 11-12). Itisunfortunatethatthereareyet 
those today who have the attitude toward error which 
Gamaliel had toward the truth. They say about false 
teachers what he said about the true apostles of Christ, 
viz. "Refrain from these men, and let them alone" (Acts 
5:38). Instead of ignoring false teachers we need to 
" rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith" (verse thirteen). "Open rebuke is better than secret 
Jove" (Prov. 27:5). Note also the noble purpose of this 
confrontation of the false teacher, i.e., "that they may be 
sound ... " Soundness of body is important, but much 
more important is soundness in the faith. Paul was 
concerned with the soundness of individual Christians 
and congregations. 

The final matter which the apostle deals with in these 
verses is that of the results of false doctrine on its 
proponents (verse 15-16). First, false teaching defiles 
those who embrace it. "Unto the pure all things are pure; 
but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled." The 
commandment of the Lord is pure(Ps. 19:8; 119: 140), but 
the commandments of men turn men from the truth 
(verse fourteen). Secondly, false teaching leads to a denial 
of God. "They profess that they know God; but in wo.rks 
they deny him ... " (verse sixteen; cf. Matt. 7:21-23). Third , 
error results in "being abominable" (detestable). ls our 
attitude toward error like that of the Lord's in that we 
hate (detest) every false way (Ps. 119:104, 128)? Finally, 
false teaching results in disobedience and one being "unto 
every good work reprobate" (verse sixteen). 

May we heed this inspired warning against false 
teachers, and cultivate the proper attitude and response 
toward false doctrine, realizing that it will damn the souls 
of those who believe and embrace it. • 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-806-87 4-1804 
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"THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOUR" 
Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented at the Second Annual Lectu reship of 
the Garfie ld Heights church of Christ - India napolis, Indiana in Nove mber, 
1983. There are 33 cha pters which detail the parables of J esus. These are written 
by: John Priola. Ira Rice, Jr. . Mac Deaver, Roy Deave r, Melvin Elliott , James 
Davis. Fred Davis, Bob Jent, Vi rgil Hale. Garland Elkins. William S. Cline, 
Tom Bright , Ben Vick. Dea n Buchanan. Ha rry Darrow. Lindsey Warren , 
Thomas B. Wa rren. Dan Jenkins. Wally Kirby. Jimmy T hompson. Walter Pigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson. Charles Pugh. J oe Gilmore, H. A. Dobbs. Garland 
Robinso n. Leon Cole , Terry Varner. Phil Dunn. Grady Miller, Max Mil ler, 
And rew Conna lly. These mem a re a ll faithful gospel preachers. 
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WHY JEREMIAH 
CRIED 
Johnny Ramsey 

Six centuries before Christ, Jeremiah wept over many 
of the same problems that plague the church today. His 
lamentations over the city of Jerusalem parallel tears 
shed in our time concerning the cause of the Lord. The 
result of Judah's folly and the mistakes we make today 
magnify the sad conclusion that sin is pathetic, powerful 
and ultimately punished. Why is Jeremiah called "the 
weeping prophet?" What made that valiant servant of 
Jehovah cry? I believe the following five points shed light 
on the question. Jeremiah shed tears (9: 1-3) because the 
people of his day were: 

(l) More Patriotic Than Pious 
(2) More Promise Than Performance 
(3) More Pretense Than Purity 
(4) More Pride Than Power 
(5) More Pompous Than Prayerful 

The background to the 52 chapters of Jeremiah is 
unusual and challenging. God's use of an evil nation, 
Babylon, to subdue sinful Judah posed a real puzzle to 
the Jews. How could a righteous God use ungodly folk 
like Nebuchadnezzar to humble the chosen seed (Gen. 
22: 18)? The book of Habakkuk makes it clear that Judah 
had become so vile that heaven had no choice but to 
refine Abraham's seed in the purifying fires of 
tribulation. When Jeremiah cried: "Surrender to 
Babylon for that is God's will for you" the Hebrews 
labeled Jeremiah a traitor, guilty of treason! They plotted 
to get rid of such a coward. His bold pronouncements 
embarrassed and angered them. 

Like Jonah they were far more patriotic than spiritual. 
Social poise was more important to the Jews than 
genuine piety. The fearless prophet, Jeremiah, clearly 
reminded them. that "the way of man was not in himself" 
(10:23) so they must "search and try their ways and turn 
again to Jehovah" (Lam. 3:40). Their heart was deceitful 
(17:9) but God's way was clear and correct. Two 
extremely blunt passages proclaim the immaturity of 
Judah that ushered in Babylonian Captivity. Notice 3:25 
and 7:28 in the striking book of Jeremiah ... 

"We lie down in our shame and our confusion 
covers us. For we have sinned against God ... 
This is a nation that obeyeth not God ... nor 
receiveth correction: truth is perished. " 

Judah promised much but the performance level was 
pitiful. Similar to the Pharisees of Jesus' day they said a 
lot but did very little (Matthew 23:3). Nearly two 
centuries ago Tallyrand wrote sentiments that mirror 
Judah's problem in Jeremiah's era: 
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"Speech was given to man to disguise his thoughts. " 

The disobedient folk the great prophet labored with were 
evidently very shallow in thought, deed and word. In fact, 
II Chronicles 36 clearly mentions these sad conclusions 
concerning Jeremiah's contemporaries: 

~~But they mocked the messengers of God 
and despised their words, and misused 
his prophets, until the wrath of God 
arose against his people, till there was 
no remedy. " 

Judah was not content to just turn away from the Lord; 
they also turned toward idolatry and even pagan worship 
in sacrificing unto "the Queen of heaven" ( 44: 17). They, 
according to 2:13, "rejected the fountain of living waters" 
and replaced the source of true blessing with filthy 
unsanitary water that defiled their very souls! 

~~o Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Tune My Heart To Sing Thy Grace 
Streams Of Mercy Never Ceasing 
Call For Songs of Loudest Praise. " 

Judah's pride was their major downfall. In Jeremiah 13, 
we learn that such arrogance caused God to weep. Such 
perverted exaltation of self leads always to a fall (Prov. 
16: L8). A lack of humility makes it hard to ever bend to 
the Potter's will (18:1-11). Only when we fully submit to 
the Father's guidance can we know peace, joy and 
fulfillment (James 4:10). Henry Van Dyke was cognizant 
of this Bible truth when he wrote of a man finding peace: 

"Broken at last I bowed my head 
Forgetting all myself and said: 
'Whatever comes, God's will be done' 
And, in that moment, peace was won!" 

Judah would not learn that beautiful relationship until 
seventy years had pass~d and several bold prophets 
worked with them in pushing the world out of them. 

One of the worst traits the people had that removed 
blessings from their·sojourn was a cocky air of pompous 
pretention that blocked the benefits of prayer from their 
daily lives. In four different chapters Jeremiah is told not 
to pray for these people. Notice particularly 7:16: 

~~Therefore pray not thou for this people,· 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, 
neither make intercession to me for I 
will not hear thee." 

They had regarded iniquity in their heart (Psalms 66: 18) 
and such prayer would be an abomination (Proverbs 
28:9). That is truly a tragedy. No wonder Jeremiah wept! 
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"0 the beautiful garden 
The garden of prayer 
There my Savior awaits 
And He opens the gate 
To the beautiful garden of prayer." 

How heart-breaking that Judah so desperately in need of 

I~ Biblical Sermons 

CONTRASTS OF 
JOHN 12 

J . W. Clark 

As one reads the first ten verses of John, Chapter Twelve, 
he sees before us some of the glaring opposites of life. Not 
all share the same feelings and have the same desires. 

I. MARY, THE CONTRIBUTOR. 
"Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spilenard , 
very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus ... " (John 
12:3). We learn that it could have been sold for three 
hundred pence. Here is a woman that could not sit 
back and do nothing for her Lord. After all , He had 
raised her brother from the dead as we read in John, 
Chapter Eleven. Her contribution was a natura l thing 
from a grateful heart. She could be satisfied with no 
less. Look, then at her contribution. See the: 
1. Motive of her contribution. 

She was motivated by love and gratitude. Nobody 
had to prod her to get her to do it. Nobody had to 
lead the way. Love and gratitude would allow her 
to do no less. She had to do something for the 
object of her love and for the one she felt so indebted 
to. 

2. Measure of her contribution. 
One thing is sure. She did not give as little as she 
could and get by with it. She didn't measure the 
ointment out into an eyedropper. She broke it and 
poured it out. She didn 't withhold anything. 
What would a Sunday's contribution look like with 
a house full of Marys? Do you think you would have 
any trouble meeting a budget formulated to get the 
message of her Lord to the lost? Not on your life, 
you wouldn't. Do you think the hungry would suffer 
if she knew of it? These questions answer themselves 
when we understand the motive of her contribution 
and thus see the measure of it. 
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spiritua l strengtb shut themselves off from the a vail a ble 
source! Is it any wonder that J eremia h wept? So should 
we today for the very same reasons. 

Box 235 
Rowlett, Texas 75088 

II. JUDAS, THE CRITICIZER. 
One would cringe to hear Mary embarrassed by 
what she did. You would think nobod y would dare 
raise a doubt. But you will have those who find fault. 
What prompts a person to do this? Why can't he see 
and fee l what she does? Because he was: 
1. Without concern. 

John said he didn't really care for the poor. What he 
said abo ut the poor was a dodge. Wo uldn't you hate 
for o ne to write of yo u that you didn 't ca re for the 
poor? 

2. Without conscience. 
He was without conscience when it came to how he 
obta ined money. Thirty pieces of silve r was the price 
to buy him. He would ta ke from the bag and the 
poor would have nothing. You can expect criticism 
for every good work from people who are as selfish 
a s he. 

III. JESUS, THE COMPLIM ENTOR. 
J esus defended Mary in spite of what others thought or 
sa id . 
1. He assigned the highest motive. 

"Against the day of my burying hath she kept this." 
She has done it before my buria l, says J esus. Yo u 
don't find him finding fault. 

2. He allowed for other opportunities. 
The poor would a lways be there, said J esus. They 
could always be helped and her duing what she did 
would not hurt the poor. 

3. He attributed to her great honor. 
He wanted this to be told as a memorial to her. 
What contrasts -one sees in just ten verses! Thank 
God there is twice as much good as there is bad. 
Mary and Jesus far overshadow the da rk criticism 
of Judas. May this sort of thing be the rule o f our 
day. 

FIRM FOUNDATIO N 
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SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

GRADES K-8 
Base Pay $11 ,300 + Benefits 

Write 
Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue 

Covina, Ca. 91722 

THE GOODNESS OF GOD 
Victor M. Eskew 

The goodness of God should be a strong motive in 
moving man to repentance. Repentance is that change of 
mind which leads to a change of action, resulting in a 
change of life. This definition was amply illustrated by 
the Savior when He said: 

"But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; 
and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work 
today in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will 
not: but afterward he repented, and went" (Matt. 
21:28, 29). 

There are many who are living in the pits of sin, the trash 
of transgression, and the infections of iniquity, who need 
to realize the goodness of God and through repentance, 
die to their old way of living (Rom. 6:7). 

One of the ways God has manifested His goodness is in 
His every day dealings with men. Whether saint or sinner, 
God has provided some things to all. The beauties of 
creation, the measure of health which we possess, the love 
of families and friends, food and clothing are but a few of 
the gifts given to all. Jesus alluded to this fact when He 
said: "That ye may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven.· for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" 
(Matt. 5:45). 

In addition to the physical necessities of life, God has 
also given His Son to the world. "For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (John 3: 16). S~ch love was not given to 
cherished friends, but rather for sinners and enemies 
against God. "For when ye were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly ... But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MARCH 27, 1984 

NEW BOOK! 
"THE MINISTER WHO STAYED" 

by 
Elmer Morgan 

Minister 
Military Parkway Church of Christ 

851 0 Military Parkway 
Dallas, Texas 75227 

(214) 381-1994 

Delightful reading for all who love the Lord 
and His church. 

12 chapters on contributing factors for 
a long and useful work in the kingdom. The 
Minister in the Pulpit; His Personality; as 
Counselor; in a Leadership Role; as a Team 
Member; the Ministry l!t Goals; Discourage-· 
ment; Evangelism; Bible School; the 
Unfaithful; and Elders. 

Available at Your Favorite Bookstore 

Order from above address. 
$3.95 plus .60C: for postage and handling. 

yet sinners, Christ died.for us ... For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life"(Rom. 5:6, 8, 10). These verses again show God's 
goodness exhibited in behalf of men. 

God's goodness has also led Him to give man His 
revealed will, the Bible. Contained therein is God's power 
to save the sinful souls of the sin-ridden (Rom. 1:16, 
James I :21 ). God wants" all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth"(I Tim. 2:4). Therefore, 
He allows sufficient ti~e for sinful man to respond in 
loving obedience to His will. "The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness,· 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance"(II 
Pet. 5:9). 

These three manifestations of God's goodness should 
lead all sinners to repent of wrong doing. To those who 
will not Paul asks the following question: "Or despisest 
thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering,· not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?" (Rom. 2:4). 

600 W. Sadosa #28 
Eastland, TX 76448 • 
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"ENOCH 
WALKED BY 

FAITH" 
Fred Davis 

"By faith Enoch was translated that 
he should not see death; and he was 
not found because God translated 
him: for he hath had witness borne to 
him that before his translation he had 
been well-pleasing unto God" 
(Hebrews 11:5). 

Enoch was exempt from death and 
was translated into heaven because 
of his faith. In the Old Testa
ment we are told that he was 
taken because he walked with God. 
Putting these two together we 
conclude that Enoch walked with 
God by faith, and as a result of that, 
he was translated to heaven. We have 
no way to answer all the questions 
which could be asked as to how 
Enoch, the man of God , was 
translated; but we may bring together 
a little of the light which the 
Scriptures shed upon it. It is certain 
that he did not pass from earth by the 
same way as other men; he entered 
without passing through "gates of 
death." There is something that is 
very appealing to mankind about 
Enoch and his relationship to God. 
Enoch humbly served God while the 
majority of the people about him 
were ungod ly. God uses him even 
today to teach great lessons. In I 
Corinthians I 0: II Paul writes, "Now 
these things happened unto them by 
way of example; and they were 
written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the ages are come." 
We need to consider Enoch. He was 
well-pleasing to God. He put forth his 
best by walking by faith in the 
almighty God. Paul writes in II Cor. 
5:7, "for we walk by fait h, not by 
sight. " We, too, must be like Enoch of 
old, walking by faith! 

The Christian regulates his course 
through this life by faith. The 
immediate path sometimes is not 
always clear. There will be times when 
we, through persona I conflic t , 
problems, temptations, dangers, 
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might wonder, but the ultimate goal 
must be always kept before us. In the 
Old Testament God instructed 
Abraham, "Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, unto the land 
that I will show thee; and I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee and make thy name great; and be 
thou a bless ing; and I will bless them 
that bless thee, and him that curseth 
thee will I curse; and in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed" 
(Gen. 12: 1-3). 

In all probability Abraham had 
many questions. He was told to leave 
his country, his relatives and his 
father's house to go to an unknown 
land. What was going to be the end? 
What dangers would he face? Would 
he ever see his friends and neighbors 
again? Would he find food in the 
strange land? How wou ld he get 
there? How long would the trip be? 
On and on we could raise questions 
but the important thing is that "By 
faith Abraham, when he was called 
obeyed to go o ut unto a place which 
he was to receive for an inheritance; 
and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went. By faith he became a 
sojourner in the land of promise, as in 
a land not his own, dwelling in tents, 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise for he 
looked for the city which hath the 
fo undations whose builder and 
maker is God" (He b. II :8-1 0). 

Jehovah appeared unto him, and 
promised to give that la nd to him a nd 
to his seed (Gen. 12:7; 13:15-17; 
15: 18); yet he never possessed tha t 
land. Stephen stated, "And he gave 
him none inheritance in it, no, not so 
much as to set his foot on: and he 
promised that he would give it to him 
in possession, and to his seed after 
him, when as yet he had no child" 
(Acts 7:5). Once in the life of 
Abraham, the fact that he had no 
actual possessions in that land was 
very forcibly and feelingly expressed. 
In his great and sacred sorrow by the 
reason of the death of his beloved 
wife, he had to purchase a place in 
which to bury her mortal remains. 
"And Abraham rose up from before 
his dead , and spake unto the children 
of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and a 
sojourner with you: give me a 
possession of a burying place with 
you, that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight" (Gen. 23:3-4). 

Abraham was looking for the city 
which hath tbe foundations whose 
builder and maker is God. He was 
walking by faith and not by s ight. 
There was no abiding place for him in 
this world. The Christian's treasure is 
in heaven, not upon earth ; his 
inheritance also is not here, but is 
"reserved in heaven" for him. We 
should emulate the spirit of Enoch 
and Abraham to "Seek the things that 
a re above" (Col. 3: 1-2). 

2842 Shelby Street 
When Abraham arrived in Canaan Indianapolis, IN 46203 • 

Toll-free 1-800-87 4-1804 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and C.talog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Berfforrf fFort Worth). Texos 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommod~te 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seek1ng 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 
32522. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
O.Birr Ad., 99508. Will contact relatlna or friend• In Alallul. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272·7584 or 563· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E" Sl Sunday 9:30 l 10:30 Md 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 79W282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,188 Claaroom houN 
Preec:hlng - Personal Evangellam - Ml11lonl 

Complete Program for Wlna and Teacherl 
Contect Warren Wilcox, Director 303-988-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Salfley Road 

Penucobl, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible atudy 9:00A.M., Worahlp 10:00 A.M., 6."00 P.M., 
Wecfn.S.y Bible atudy 7:00 P.M., Mu A. Miller, Evangellat. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 804-453·3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max A. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
c:la101, 10:15; WoNhlp, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 888· 
4383. Yllltora Welcome. Write about newcomeN to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Chrlat Juat off 1-81 
betwten Exit 3and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
8:30 P.M.; Wadneaclay 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703·869-1898, 
Kenneth ChambeN, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntnllle, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883·2980 

Sunday: Bible Study 8:00 A.M., WoNhlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wadnnclay Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 Weal) 

Houston, Texu 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., WoNhlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednelclay Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbl, Evangel Ill. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndlanapolla, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784·9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., WoNhlp 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contaCt your relaUvn and frlende. Church meet• at112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-D487. 

METRO·DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Chrlat, 
4890 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with wriHen material and 
testa. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apeclallellona on many aubjectl. For Free Information write: 
BunNI Church of Chrlat, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Eatabllahed aelf-supporUng congregation of 100 members In 
southern Idaho dealreatull-tfme preacher. Send aermon tapes 
and resume with Educatlon/Eamlnga hlatory to: Central 
Church of Chrlat, South 4th and H Streell, Rupert, lA 83350. 

Minister wanted- ntabllahed congregaUon of 100 aeeldng 
full-time wortler. Radio exp. dealred. House and ult. provided. 
Send sermon tapea and resume with educatlon/eamlngs 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 9, 
Janesville, WI 53547. 

Northside church of Chrlat, 8329 9th Street North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702, Ia aeeklng a mature, experienced 
fulltlme Gospel preacher. Good personal worker and teacher, 
able to wortl under eldeN' onralght. Position lncludea four 
bedroom air-conditioned home, health Insurance, Hlary 
negotiable. Send reaume, recent family picture, caaette tape . 
of recent aermon. 

Preacher wanted for full time work. Small Weal Teua 
congregation of about one hundred.lntereated peNonl pleaae 
aend resume to Sheffield church of Chrlat, P. 0. Box 445A, 
Sheffield, Texa 79781. 

Small congregation on weal coaat Ia aeeklng a preacher to 
locate with ue. He will need partlllaupport. Write P. 0. Box 82, 
Reedaport, OR 97487, or call (503) 271·2285 collect. 

The Elm St. Church of Chrlat Ia aeeklng a mature qoapel 
preacher with at leal 5 yeaN experience. Mual be a family 
man, wortled with an eldeNhlp, and able to conduct a radio 
program. CongregaUon approx. 150. Poaltlon available after 
July 1, 1984. Salary negotiable. Send resume and tape to 1321 
E. Elm SL, Uma, Ohio 45804. 

W.,ted: Evangelist for amaD congregation InS. W. Wlaconaln. 
Partlalsupportavallable.lf Interested send reaumeand sermon 
tape to: Church of Chrlat, 340 E. Mineral St., Platteville, WI 
53818. 

WANTED- Experienced preacher for a small Northeaatern 
congregation. Send resume to Sterling Church of Chrlat, Box 
103, Oneco, Conn. 06373, 1·203-584-8188. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
EVANGELIST AVAILABLE FULL TIME, age 28, alngle, for 
work as pulpit preacher, aaoclate preacher, or mllllonary. 
Graduate Lubbock Chrlatlan College and Prnton Rd. School 
of Preaching. Bilingual In Engllah and Spanish. Dewayne 
Dulaney, 1208 Pioneer Dr., Dallas, TX 75224. Phone (214) 946· 
3590. 

Experienced, mature preacher available In June. Contact 
Richard Norman, 1910 Deep Valley, Richardson, TX 75080, 
214/234-2952. 

FOR SALE 
The Cue For The ChrlsUan Policeman 

Terry WI. Hightower 
$5.00 + B!M postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebutlan, FL 32958 

USED PEWS FOR SALE: 21, 11 feet, Dghl oak wood, nice 
condition, $80 each or $1000 for loL Contact Melvin Byrd, 
Church of Chrlat, P. 0. Box 178, Bellevue, NE 88005. Phone 
(402) 291-3585. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CHRISTIAN CARPENTERS - Move to Kamel City, Teua. 
Help a newly eatabllahed congregation grow. We need 
ChrlaUan famlllellntereated In saving aoula and evangelizing 
our community. Place right now for at leal one alcllled 
carpenter and or man wanting to fnvnt In partner-ship In small 
building firm, and one helper. Cell or write: 512·780-3658, BILL 
DUNN l SON CUSTOM HOMES, RL 1, Box 32, Karnea City, 
Texa78118. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES - Interested In relocating and finding 
a life with more clecllcaled service to God. Come and help a 
newly established congregation In a mlalon Held. We need 
per.onel wortler1, bua wortlere, Bible hour and Bible claa 
teachere. We need men dealrlng to train for the offlcea of Elder 
and Deacon. Write to ua, let us help you find a Job, houae, aend 
Information on achoole. Bill Dunn, RL 1, Box 32, Kamel City, 
Texa 78118. Phone 512·780-3858. 

DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by Ira Y. Alee, Jr. Paperback· 
150 pages • $5.75 total. J. L Davidson: Box 82, Bert Brown 
Road; Conroe, Texaa 77302. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain Sr.tea Children's 
Home who can love, counael with, care for, and have 
understanding for six to eight neglected and dependent 
chlldr.,. Houseparenta must be dedicated, mature, and stable 
couple In this chUd care ministry. MSCH II altualed on 155 
ecrn along the foothills of the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Salary ,living expenaea, transportation for Home bullneaa, and 
other fringe benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, 
SUperintendent, P. o. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. 
Telephone (303) 778-6841. 

How many rellgloua periodicals do you aubecrlbe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to acrten 
adverllalng, and will not knowingly take queaUonable 
advertlalng. But II II the reader'• rnponalblllty to lnvnUgate. 
Like any other paper, we eometlm• unwltUngly run an 
unworthy ad. AI the old uylng goes,, before you lnvnt, 
lnv..Ugatel 

KANSAS: Small congregation needs (14) ~ or 9' •all. Willing 
to pay and pick-up. Church of Chrlat, Box 868, Satanta, KS 
87870 (318) 649·2279. . 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe foryourfrlendsand get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be ~ent to 
at least 25 membera. Churchea may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one addrea. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Need help converting Jehovah'• Wltneu'? I can gin you 
effective Info. Write: Buddy Miller, 1854 Haya, San Landro, CA 

94577. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debat ... Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For list of thOle d•lrlng to correspond with other 
alnglea, aend SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 

llat. Give age • opUonal. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Wofkahopa Galua Fund for Needy Mlnlatere. For lnformaUon 
Write To: L D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite 1106; Dalla, 

TX 75243. 

USED BOOK LIST. Varner's Bookltore, 102 Laramie St., 
Marietta, OH 45750. 

WANTED: Chrlatlan School Administrator, excellent 
opportunity In Colorful Colorado for Individual with Preschool 
thru Middle SCbOOI Background. Send Reaume and Photo to: 
David Henson, P. 0. Box 5324, Englewood, Coloredo 80151. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
umpln and prlcel. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Tea• 

79804. 
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THE ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECfURES 
April12-15, 1984 

Theme: ''The Church - Challenged by Current Issues" 

Wednesday, AprU 11th 
7:30 p.m. - The authority of the Bible ..•..••. Jerry Moffitt 

Thunclay, April 12th 
1 :30 p.m. - The Challenge of Personal 

Evangelism •.•••.•...•••.••..••••..••.•.••• Jack Grimes 
2:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Mormonism Wendell Winkler 
3:30 p.m. - Thrust Hour: The Challenge of 

Premillennialism • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • . Oran Rhodes 
7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Worldliness in the 

Kingdom. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . . • . Johnny Ramsey 
8:15 p.m. - The Challenge and Problem of 

Liberalism ••••.•.••••••.••••••••.•.• Andrew Connally 

Friday, Aprfl13th 
9:00 a.m. - The Challenge of Anti-ism •..•••••• Bill Jackson 

10:00 a.m. - The Challenge of jehovah's 
Witnesses • • • • • . • • • . . • • • • • • • • . • . • • • . • . • • • Dub McClish 

11:00 a.m.- The Challenge of Church Discipline W. R. Craig 
1 :30 p.m. - The Challenge of Theistic 

Evolution ••••••••.•••••••••••••....•.••••••• Paul Sain 
2:30p.m.- The Challenge of Seventh-Day 

Adventism •.•••••.•••••••...•••••.•••••• Goebel Music 
3:30 p.m. - Thrust Hour: The Challenge of the Max 

King Doctrine • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • •.• • • • • • • • Gary Workman 
Challenges to the Home Today (Ladies) •••••• Irene Taylor 

7:30 p.m. - The Challenge of Humanism ••.. Robert Taylor 
8:15p.m.- jesus Christ-The Son of God •.• Hugo. McCord 

Saturday, April 14th 
9:00a.m.- Challenges to our Spirituality •.•... Frank Dunn 

10:00 a.m. - The Challenge of the Bible School • Mark Lewis 
11:00 a.m. - The Challenge of Modern 

Versions ••..•..•••••.••••.•••..••••.•... Robert Taylor 
The Challenge of Restoring the Home (Ladies) Irene Taylor 

-QPENTIME-

(2:30 p.m. - "The Generation Gap" - a lesson to area 
young people)· .••....•..•..••.••. • •••••. Hugo McCord 

7:30p.m.- The Challenge to Elders' 
Authority ••••••••..•.•.....••••...••••• Hugo McCord 

8:15 p.m. - The Geology of the Church •••• Guy N. Woods 

Sunday, April 15th 
9:30 a.m. - (Combined Classes) - The Challenge to 

PREACH THE WORD I •.•.•••.•••.••••••.. Perry Cotham 
10:30 a.m. - The Dogmatism of Modern 

Science .•..••...••.....•••.•...•••.•••. liuy N. Woods 

-congregational Meal-

2:00 p.m. - Questions and Answers ••••.••• Guy N. Woods 
6:00 p.m. - A Heart-Written Covenant ••.•• Hugo McCord 
7:00 p.m. - The Challenge to God's Marriage 

Law . • • • • • • . • • . • . . . • . • . . . . . • . • . • • • . • • • • Chuck Horner 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

LECTURES WILL BE PRINTED ............ TAPES AVAILABLE 

Accommodations in homes of members. 
Vans, self-contained campers welcomed. 
Exhibit space available - on prior approval. 

CONTACT: Bill Jackson, Director 
Southwest Church of Christ 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 
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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 
(The Atheists' One Argument) 

Jerry Moffitt 

To call this argument "The Problem ofEvil"is perhaps 
misleading, because we think of evil as being wickedness. 
This argument might be called "The Problem of Pain and 
Suffering," for that is what is meant. Let us look at it. 

The Problem Explained 

The problem of pain was perhaps explained best by 
David Hume. He argued that unless one was prejudiced 
by preconceived notions, he would never come to the 
conclusion that there was an all powerful, all benevolent 
God. To illustrate, he described a large palace. Not one 
apartment was convenient or agreeable. Each room was a 
source of noise, confusion, fatigue, and darkness. There 
were extremes of heat and cold. True, if you changed 
things it would make matters worse, but you still would 
have the nagging feeling that it could have been done 
better. Atheists would argue that that is the way we find 
the world. Animals freeze and starve, and movies show 
their ribs protruding as they stagger and die. Atheists 
would point out film which showed the effects of famine 
in Africa, little children with bodies swollen with 
malnutrition. Why is it allowed to happen?! Then there 
are the horrors of war, and they would show footage on 
the effects of napalm, anguished faces, and mutilated 
bodies. Then they would let us view the misery and shock 
of earthquakes and tornados. This would be followed by 
the cruelty of man in his greed and selfishness and striving 
for mastery! He engages in torture, death, and cruelty. 
Now here is the point. IF GOD IS ALL POWERFUL, 
HE COULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! IF HE IS 
ALL LOVING, HE WOULD DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT! IF THERE IS ANY ALL POWERFUL, 
ALL BENEVOLENT GOD~ WHY IS THERE PAIN IN 
THE WORLD?! 

Answers 

The above argument is not fully answered by any one 
argument. First, a sufficient reason must be produced for 
each instance of pain which is given. We will not have 
space to do that here, of course, but it is not a difficult 
task. Second, strong reasons, in general, for pain and 
suffering must be accumulated, until the problem of pain 
has clearly become terminal. We will now illustrate by 
producing some of the strong reasons for pain and 
suffering. 

I. Man was created with a free will. For that reason 
some choose to do evil, and they harm their fellowman. 
But the alternative is that God would create robots. 
Would atheists have that? 

2. Pain in this world leads to spiritual perfection. It 
causes one to seek a better life, sympathize, and have 
patience to approve one's self before God unto all 
eternity. James said: 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

DON'T COME DOWN 
It was a sublime answer. Below was the plain of Ono, where 

Nehemiah's foes were assembled. Compromise awaited him there but 
work awaited him at the walls of Jerusalem; therefore, he answered, "I 
am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down "(Neb. 6:3). He knew 
if he descended to the plain of Ono to have discussion with Sanballat, 
Tobiah and Geshem that he would be "playing into their hands," and
besides - his work would be hindered. Therefore, he withstood their 
solicitation by considering the greatness of the work he was doing and the 
responsible position he was called to fulfill. And even when the invitation 
was pressed for four times, Nehemiah stood firm- he had an important 
work to do. 

The first words we have recorded that were spoken by the Lord 
included: " ... I must be about my Father's business"(Lk. 2:49). What a 
beautiful statement! What a wonderful attitude! What a tremendous 
lesson he teaches us! The Father's business must be my business, and I, 
too, must labor constantly to accomplish the Father's business. The Lord 
said: (1) " ... even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many"(Mt. 20:28); (2) "I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work"(Jno. 9:4). In the great prayer (of Jno. 17) the 
Lord said, "I have glorified thee on the earth, having accomplished the 
work which thou hast given me to do" (Jno. 17:4). 

The best cure in the world for worldliness is to have one's mind and 
energies devoted to things other than this world. Those whose affections 
are set on things above will have no difficulty in refusing the appeals of 
the world. Recall Paul's instructions to the Christians at Colosse, "Set 
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth"( Col. 3:2). Get 
your heart and your hands deeply engaged in the great work of the 
kingdom and you will be immune to the most flattering proposals ever 
made by the Evil One. 

How great is the need for children of the God of heaven to realize the 
grandeur of their position; the high calling with which they have been 
called; the vast responsibilities with which they have been entrusted; and 
the great work that He has given them to do. Christians are heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ. How can Christians go down- down to the 
world that rejects the Christ; down to the world that is called the kingdom 
of darkness and serve there instead of serving faithfully in the kingdom of 
heaven? 

May each one who has died to sin be alive unto God through Christ 
Jesus. May each child of God determine to love God rather than the 
world. May every citizen of the kingdom put it first in his life. May the 
time come when every Christian will serve God to the best of his ability, 
as did the five-talent and the two-talent servants in the parable of Jesus. 
And, when the world beckons for the servant of the Lord to come down 
to the plain of Compromise, or Apathy, or Slothfulness - may that 
servant answer with courage and conviction, "I cannot come down, for I 
am doing a great work. n 

• -William S. Cline, Editor 
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The Problem Of Evil 
(The Atheists' One Argument) 
(Continued from Page I) 

"2Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into 
manifold temptations; 3knowing that the proving of 
your faith worketh patience. 4And let patience have 
its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
lacking in nothing," (James I :2-4). 

Here we think of the analogy of the oak tree. One is 
down on the plain. It sinks its roots deep in the fertile 
black soil, and soon grows big and strong and towering 
and lush. Then there is the oak which grows on the side of 
the cliff. It sinks its roots around and through cracks in 
the rock, struggling for every bit of precious soil. It is 
small, twisted, and gnarled. But then the inevitable strong 
wind blows through, and which one remains standing? 
God knows, in like manner, that pain and suffering 
equips, and arms, and strengthens us for life. 

3. Then God helps us in order to give a greater help. A 
baby looks bewilderingly at his mother, screaming in 
pain from the painful shot it receives. The child still loves 
and trusts, but it doesn't comprehend the good purpose. 
In John 15:3 Jesus said, "Already ye are clean because of 
the word which I have spoken unto you." Kathairo in 
John 15:2 means cleanse in the sense of"pruning"(Vine's 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Ill, 
232). In the winter, farmers in Michigan prune the apple 
and cherry trees, littering the ground with branches. If the 
trees could talk, how they might cry out in pain and 
disbelief: "What have you done!? My best branches!" But 
when spring and summer come, they break forth in much 
richer and more luscious fruit, all because they were, 
painfully, pruned. So God carefully works with us, 
making each added pain push us inexorably and 
relentlessly toward fruitbearing, and in the. end, 
unspeakable glory. 

Deuteronomy 32: II says, "as an eagle that stirreth up 
her nest, thatfluttereth over her young, He spread abroad 
his wings, he took them, he bare them on his p~nions .. " 
God is that way, but what does the small eaglet think as It 
.wildly flaps its wings? "Mother, you have killed me! I am 
falling to my death!" But in plenty of time the ~~ther 
swoops and catches it on her long feathers, her p1n1ons. 
All the while the baby is testing and strengthening its 
wings. It is learning to fly. So also God strengthens us 
through adversity. 

4. Then much pain is connected with God's justice and 
punishment. If there were no justice, if there w~re no 
punishment and retribution, there would be nothing to 
check the gross inhumanity of the wicked. 

5. Too, it should be kept in mind that our knowledge is 
limited, and our conclusions are not always accurate. Our 
life, like the Hebrew language, makes better sense when 
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we read it backward. The story of Joseph in the Bible 
(Gen. 37-47), and how God often deals with a good man, 
makes sense only at the end. 

6. Man's conception of what is good is often mistaken. 
How shallow is a pleasure-pain view of existence! How 
incomplete is the view that all pain and suffering is bad, 
and all pleasure and enjoyment is good. 

7. Then much pain comes from a regularity of the laws 
of nature. The law of gravity causes some pain, but how 
much greater would be ~he misery if it was not uniformly 
there. But this, in itself, accounts for much of the problem 
of evil. 

8. On reading the Bible, one has scarcely a problem 
with pain and suffering. Like children who do not 
understand why their parents must hurt them, the child of 
God still loves and trusts. Our parents have too often 
proved their tenderness, and kindness, and love. When 
we see the love of God in all its splendor, we trust 
fervently that there is a good reason for the pain in this 
world. God has proved Himself to us in this: 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son ... " (John 3:16). 

"But God commendeth his own love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 
(Rom. 5:8). 

Conclusion 

These are just a few of the reasons which answer the 
a theists' one argument. We stoutly believe that all the 
bitter pain evidenced in the whole world prepares and 
hastens us toward a better world. And truly we know, 
earth has no pain, no sorrow, no trouble, that heaven 
cannot heal. 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 
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IS OUR FATHER S TILL 
THE t(GOD OF ALL 

COMFORT"? 
Curtis A. Cates 

In times past, the Lord comforted the lowly {II Cor. 
I :3; 7:6); Christians could call upon Him "to succor 
them" just as David had been comforted by God's rod 
and staff (Psa. 23:4). Can Christians still "comfort one 
another" and be comforted with words of hope (I Thess. 
4: 17)? Is hope still available to those bowed down with 
sorrow and to those with burdens grievous to be borne? 

An oft quoted poem by William Cullen Bryant, the 
"American Wordsworth," entit led "Thana tops is" is 
reminiscent of the attacks which some today have made 
upon Christianity and its hope. The "mora l tag" of 
"Thanatopsis" (which means "death ") reads, 

So live that when thy summ ons comes to join 
the innumerable caravan which moves 
To that mysterious realm where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed 
By an unfa ltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

Inspired by having been born across from a cemetery and 
by having because of constitutional frai lness been 
predicted not to live, a t age seventeen Brya nt wrote 
"Thanatopsis," in which he contemplated dea th and its 
meaning. Though Bryant la ter returned to the literal 
religion of his father, this poem conta ins no Christian 
elements of hope. 

The reader asks, "In what am I to have 'an unfa ltering 
trust'?" Bryant replies, '"Nature ' can hea l one's 
despondency. " Facing death would not be easy. One 
would lose "each human trace" and "mix forever with the 
elements, To be a brother to the insensible rock And to 
the sluggish clod." The plowman would turn him up, and 
tree roots wou ld "pierce thy mould. " 

Bryant hastened , though, to speak words of"comfort. " 
First , the deceased would not be there alone. His 
companions would include ancient wo rld patriarchs, 
kings, and sages gone before. Second, the earth is one 
beauti ful sepulchre. What more could one ask? The sun, 
moon, and sta rs look on d uring the "still lapse of ages;" 
babbling brooks and lush meadows decora te tha t "grea t 
tomb of man"! Third , though none noted his departure, 
those tha t remai n wo uld soon begin "their last sleep" and 
"share thy destiny." What "blessing" fo r the departed no 
longer to be constra ined to "chase his favorite phantom," 
never able to a ttain his d reams a nd asp irations! 
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"The point is, Mr. Brya nt, why should man approach 
his demise calmly and serenely?" No wonder Voltaire 
wished he "had never been born"! No wo nder Fred reich 
Nietzsche lamented, "Where is - my home? For it do I 
ask and seek, and have sought, but have not fo und it. 0 
eternal nowhere, 0 eternal - in - va in!" No wonder 
Mark Twain cried out tha t man is a mistake, lamented for 
a day and fo rgotten foreve r. Myriads pursue "the same 
arid path through the same desert and accomplish what 
the first myriad and a ll the myriads tha t came after it 
accomplished - nothing!" Must life be so 
inconsequential and futile? 

Just as Brya nt offered no hope of comfort, likewise a 
false doctrine has risen of late in the church of Christ by 
which those deceived thereby are denuded of all hope of 
Christ's second coming, of the resurrection of the body, 
and of the fi nal reward in heaven with God. This new 
heresy claims I) tha t Christ's second coming took place in 
A.D. 70, 2) that the judgment actua lly came upon 
Judaism in the destruction of J erusa lem, 3) tha t the 
kingdom was established not on Pentecost of Acts 2 but 
when they affi rm that the old law was finally abolished, in 
A.D. 70, 4) tha t the church was then resurrected from the 
"grave" of Judaism, and 5) that heaven, the eternal home 
of the soul, began likewise in A.D. 70. What do the 
scriptures teach? 

In the first place, the second coming is comforting 
because all the saints will meet the Lord in the air (I 
Thess. 4:13-18). Fleshly bodies we re not raised immortal 
(I Cor. 15:50-57) and did not meet the Lord in the ai r in 
A.D. 70. Christ will reign until He shall have delivered the 
kingdom to God ( Matt. 28: 18-20; I Cor. 15:24). Is Christ 
sti ll reigning? Are bodies still in the grave (Jno. 5:28, 29)? 
Whose earthly tabernacles have now been transfo rmed 
into eternal, heavenly bod ies ( ll Cor. 5: I)? If the second 
coming is past, why "proclaim the Lord 's death [by 
partaking of the Lord 's Supper] till he come" (I Cor. 
II :25)? What folly to deprive the sa ints of the hope of the 
"crown of righteousness" to be rewarded "a t tha t day" to 
"all them that have loved his appearing" (II Tim. 4:8)! 

In the second place, the second coming is comforting 
because God will bring those "fallen asleep in Jesus" (I 
Thess. 4:13-18). Reunited with their bodies, they will 
come forth from the grave. Did J ob look forward to A.D. 
70 (Job 14:7- 15), or d id he not ra ther anticipa te the bliss 
of the fina l resurrection? When did Martha know 
deceased Lazarus wo uld "rise again in the resu rrection of 
the last day" (J no. II :24)? The dest ruction of Jerusa lem? 
Such is absurd! Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, 
symbolizes and guarantees the ge neral ha rvest (I Cor. 
15:20-24) at his second coming. What folly to deprive the 
saints of the hope provided by Christ, the Master of the 
cemetery (Heb. 2:8- 15)! 
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In the third place, the second coming is comforting 
because the saints will then inherit "eternal life" (Matt. 
25:46). The kingdom, which was established on Pentecost 
of Acts 2 ( Mark 9: I; Acts I :8; Acts 2: 1-4), will then be 
presented unto C hrist " holy and without ble mish" (Eph. 
5:25-27). Having been sepa rated from the wicked of all 
nations, (Matt. 25:3 1-46; Rom. 14: 10-12; Acts 17:30, 31) , 
the righteo us will inherit everlasting bliss (Rev. 22: 14; 
Luke 20:27-39; Luke 18:29, 30; Matt. 25: 16). And , 
everlasting bliss will be in the dwelling place of God , 
where exist many ma nsions, abiding places (Jno. 14: 1-6), 
not on renovated earth. That " heave n a nd eart h shall pass 
away" (Matt. 5:17, 18; 24:35), being "dissolved with 
fervent hea t" and "burned up," is proven to be true not 
only by clear scripture but also by the second law of 
thermod ynamics. What folly to deprive the saints of the 
hope "in heaven" (Matt. 6:20; Matt. 5: 12; I Pet. I :4) 
where their names are written (Luke 10:20) a nd where 
God "sha ll wipe away every tear [with His own finger 
GK]" (Rev. 21 :4). 

Nothwithstanding the ba rren skepticism of Bryant and 
the monstrous fa lsehood of the A.D. 70 theory, the God of 
comfort is still in His heaven , a nd saints still"think of the 
home over there." T hose who will have reigned "in life" 
through C hrist (Rom. 5: 17) "sha ll re ign for ever and ever" 
in hea ven (Rev. 22:5). 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

"CHARACTER 
WHICH BEFITS 

SOUND 
DOCTRINE" 

Titus 2:1-10 

Philip Thompson 

T he New Testa ment presents a n 
insepara ble connectio n between 
teaching a nd life so that what one 
believes becomes the basis for h ow 
one behaves. This connection exists 
whether what is being taught is true 
o r false. In either case, particular 
behavior and action will follow from 
what is taught because the behavior is 
implied in the teaching. T hi s is why 
biblical writers recognized the need to 
preach a nd to defend sound doctrine. 
To them sou nd doctrine meant first , 
that which was according to the word 
of truth which had bee n revealed by 
God a nd ta ught by His fai thful 
witnesses ( I :9), and second, that 
which co nsequently was productive 
of good deeds and behavior befitting 
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When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun; 
We've no less days to sing God's praise, 
Than when we've firs t begun. 

"Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 

Director , Memphis School of Preaching 
4400 Knight A rno ld 
Memphis, T N 38 11 8 • 

the c ha racte r of God which had been 
manifested in the life of J esus (3:8). 
Likewise, this is a lso why biblical 
writers recogni zed the need to oppose 
and refute false, unsound doctrine. 
Just as true d octrine leads to true 
living so false doctrine leads to false 
living. 

Many of the New Testament 
e pistles enjoin upon Christian leaders 
the duty to exhort the brethren to 
avoid ungodly and unwholesome 
practices w hich have arisen from the 
teaching of unsound doctrine. Paul's 
address to Titus reflects such a 
circumstance . Many disciples had 
been troubled and were being 
tempted to use their Christian liberty 
as a license for sin and for neglect of 
duty because of the p owerful 
influence of various false teachers. It 
was imperative, therefore , for the 
elders to sile nce the "gainsayers" (v. 
I :9). 

The text under cons idera tio n 
addresses the practical duties of the 
C hristian life-style. While a person is 
not saved by good works, he is saved 
wi th the view in mind that he will 
practice the good works which are an 
inhe re nt part of the Gospel to which 
he ha s submitted. T hus, Paul points 
to the work of J esus to "redeem us 
from a ll iniquity, and purify unto 
himse lf a peculia r people, zealous of 

good works" (2: 14). Indeed, the 
thought of "good works" which fl ow 
from sound doctrine permeates this 
epistle ( 1: 1, 7; 2:14; 3:8, 14). 

Paul o rga nized his practical 
application of this responsibility to 
bring fo rth good works under six 
categories: Titus as an individual, 
aged men, aged women, young 
women, young men, servants. 

Titus' responsibility is placed in 
contrast with the activity of the false 
teachers described in 1:10- 16 (2:1). 
Since the fa lse teachers spoke the 
things which follow from false 
doctrine, it is T itus' task to "speak 
thou the things which become sound 
d octrine" (2: 1). U nder the following 
five categories Paul mentions specific 
moral duties Titus is to uphold a nd to 
exh o rt others to o be y. Titus ' 
exhortation to others about godly 
living encompasses more tha n his 
preaching truthfully a bout it. Verse 
seven (in w hich Pa ul evidently is 
addressing the young preacher Titus 
specifically under hi s genera\ 
category of young men) sta tes that 
T itus must a lso be a worthy example 
of what he teaches. T hus, a s a 
preacher it is Titus' duty to take heed 
first to himself and then to others. 
This is accomplished both b y 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"Character Which Befits Sound 
Doctrine" 
(Continued from Page 5) 

preaching the truth and by living 
according to truth. 

Aged men are to be: ( 1) ''sober"
having a well-balanced, controlleJ 
perspective on life, having learned the 
difference between life's true and false 
pleasures, thus being free from every 
kind of excess; (2) "grave"- thinking 
and acting in the light of eternity, thus 
noble and dignified behavior which is 
worthy of respect; (3) "temperate"
having self-control that can place 
every instinct and passion in its 
proper place. In addition, aged men 
must exhibit a triad of Christian 
virtues. They must be sound in: (1) 
"faith" - probably meaning here 
trustworthiness, reliability, and 
fidelity, although it may mean one's 
objective faith in the Lord; (2) 
"charity"- treating others in the way 
Christ treated them; (3) "patience"
able to bear up under any kind of 
trial. 

Aged women are: ( 1) to be "in 
behavior that becometh holiness"
behaving as one who is engaged in 
holy and sacred service; (2) not to be 
"false accusers" - not slandering or 
spreading evil report, but handling 
rumor and misunderstanding in a 
biblical way; (3) not to be "given to 
much wine"- not being enslaved to 
wine, but finding one's joy and 
exhuberance in spiritual activity and 
devotion; (4) to be "teachers of good 
things"- with reference to teaching 
particularly younger women a bout 
the good behavior which ought to be 
practiced in family relationships, as 
verse four clearly indicates. Aged 
women can ably train younger 
women to function effectively in the 
home, schooling them in matters of 
good sense, wise discretion, and sober 
conduct. 

Young women are: ( 1) to "love 
their husbands, love their children" 
-in the daily avenues of sacrifice and 
care implied in being a loving 
Christian wife; (2) to be "discreet"-
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this word is rendered "temperate" in 
connection with aged men; (3) to be 
"chaste" - pure, inwardly and 
outwardly; (4) to be "keepers at 
home" - keeping one's primary 
sphere of interest, influence, and 
activity in the home; (5) to be "good" 
- actively engaged in deeds of 
benevolence and hospitality, doing 
good in every possible way; (6) to be 
"obedient to their own husbands"
a duty often expressed in Scripture. 

Young men are to be "sober
minded" - the same concept 
rendered "temperate" in regard to 
aged men and ''discreet" in regard to 
young women. Young. men 
particularly need to practice self
control and to live life in view of 
eternity. It seems, too, that Paul 
enjoins upon all young men the duties 
he specifically enjoins upon Titus as a 
particular representative of the class 
of young men. Thus all young men, 
like Titus, are; ( 1) to "shew thyself a 
pattern of good works"- being the 
proper example and role model of 
Christian behavior; (2) to shew "in 
doctrine" (referring probably both to 
the content and to the activity of 
teaching truthfully); (a) "uncorrupt
ness"- not being tainted in any way, 
pure; (b) "gravity"- serious, having 

a balanced outlook which takes 
spiritual realities into account; (c) 
"sincerity" - genuineness, 
truthfulness in life as well as in 
speech. 

Servants are: (1) to be "obedient 
unto their own masters" - a duty 
often expressed in scriptures; (2) to 
"please them well in not as men
pleasers; (3) not to "answer again"
not being obstinate, stubborn; (4) to 
show "all good fidelity" - not 
misappropriating or stealing 
anything, but demonstrating positive 
honesty. 

Paul emphasizes that pract1c1ng 
God's righteousness can be a 
powerful weapon in the defense of the 
gospel. By so living "the word of God 
is not blasphemed" (2:5) and "he that 
is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed~ having no evil thing to say 
of you" (2:8). While improper 
Christian living invites slander upon 
the church by outsiders, proper 
Christian living silences the critics 
and provides opportunities to share 
the truth of the Gospel. 
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THE 
DECEITFULNESS 

OF SIN 
Fred Davis 

"But exhort one another day by 
day so long as it is called To-day; lest 
any one of you be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin" (Hebrews 3:13). 

The word deceit is very interesting. 
Webster defines it as: The act of 
presenting as true what is known to be 
false; deceiving; lying. (2) a lie; 
dishonest action or trick. (3) the 
quality of being deceitful. 

W. E. Vine states: "that which gives 
a false impression whether by 
appearance, statement or influence." 

The lnterna tiona I Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia gives us this statement: 
The intentional misleading as 
beguiling of another; in Scripture 
represented as a companion of many 
forms of wickedness as cursing 
(Psalms 19:7), hatred (Proverbs2:26), 
theft, covetousness, adultery, murder 
(Mark 7:22; Romans I :29). 

Sin is always deceitful. It promises 
more than it performs. It assures us of 
pleasure which it never imparts. It 
leads us on beyond what was 
supposed when man began to indulge 
in it. The man who commits sin is 
always under a delusion; and sin, if he 
indulges it, will lead him from one 
step to another, until the heart 
becomes entirely hardened. Sin puts 
on appearances and pretenses; it 
assumes the name of virtue; it offers 
excuses and starts to believe them. If 
sin was always seen in its true light 
when man is tempted to commit it, it 
would be so hateful that he would flee 
from it with the utmost abhorrence. 

Had Adam and Eve been able to 
see the true light of sin, would 
they have given in? From the day the 
first couple sinned against God, they 
began to have problems. The devil 
told Eve, "Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be 
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opened, and ye shall be as God, 
knowing good and evil (Genesis 3:4-
5)~ But the truth of the matter is, the 
day they ate of the forbidden fruit 
they began to die. God punished them 
because they were disobedient. "Unto 
the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy pain and thy conception; 
in pain thou shall bring forth 
children; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee. 
And unto Adam he said, Because 
thou has hearkened unto the voice of 
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of 
which I commanded thee, saying 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou 
eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns 
also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field; in the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou are, and unto 
dust shalt thou return" (Genesis 3:16-
19). 

The deceit of sin and also the deceit 
of the heart combine to visit ruin in 
men's lives. Man's deceitful hearts 
subconsciously desire to deceive, thus 
making the deception far easier and 
more extensive than otherwise. Sin 
promises the transgressor happiness, 
only to plunge him in sorrow. It 
promises joy, but delivers 
wretchedness, shame, misery and 
remorse. It promises liberty, but 
binds the sinner with the most 
disgusting chains of slavery. It 
promises light, but submerges the 
soul in outer darkness. It promises 
knowledge, as in the case of Adam 
and Eve, but provides with that 

knowledge a devastating sense of 
shame, guilt and bitterness. 

Moses was faced with the decision 
that we, too, must make. "By faith 
Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather 
to share ill treatment with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; accounting the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt: for he looked 
unto the· recompense of reward" 
(Hebrews I I :24-26). 

Moses could have been the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, but he chose 
to be with his people leading them out 
of Egyptian bondage. The life of 
Pharaoh's daughter's son, compared 
to the life he chose, would have been 
much easier. Moses would have never 
wanted for anything as far as physical 
blessings, but he would have pitched 
his tent with a group of people that 
did not worship the God of heaven. 
Moses chose the ill treatment with the 
Israelites. He was looking for the 
eternal reward. 

This is not a problem for a certain 
class of people. Everyone is affected 
by the deceitfulness of sin. The rich 
and the poor; the educated and the 
uneducated; the young and the old. 
We need to remember to keep our eye 
on the goal that Moses had and that is 
the eternal reward that is promised to 
all who will obey God. Beware of the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

2842 Shelby Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46203 • 
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) 9J; Biblical Sermons 

ORDERED STEPS 
Psa. 119:133 

J. W. Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
This verse is set in the framework of a request to God. It 
breathes the atmosphere of prayer. He must be conscious 
of Jer. 10:23. The way of man (that is the way he should 
go) is not in man. It is not within man that walketh to 
direct his steps. Being aware of this, he would not be 
ashamed to ask for help. (A man starting on a trip to an 
unknown destination does not feel ashamed to ask for 
aids to help him on his way.) He doesn't want to wander 
and waste time and energy. Surely one would not think he 
could make it from earth to heaven on his own. Dido 't the 
Lord guide the apostles in what they were to tell others 
(John 14:26, John 16: 13)? 

I. THIS IMPLIES SEVERAL THINGS. 
1. Complete Submission. 

( 1) Order my steps. 
(2) Here is perfect willingness for someone to give 

directions. 
(3) Like "Tell me how to get to a given location.'' 
(4) Humility is the rule. · 
(5) Lord, what wilt thou have me to do (Acts 9:6)? 

l. Recognition Of Personal Responsibility. 
(1) Note it is order "my" steps. 
(2) Not a case of trying to have someone else 

ordered. 
(3) There are times in the book of Luke where there 

were those who would have the Lord order some
one else's steps. Martha in Luke 10 and the man 
in Luke 12. In both cases, the Lord rebuked the 
one making the request. 

(4) Surely there might be others that needed the 
same thing but he knew they could not do for 
him. 

(5) Acts 2:37 - What shall "we" do? 
3. Satisfaction With God's Word. 

(I) He knew the word was that by which steps were 
ordered and not by experience or subjective 
feelings. 

(2) Psalms 119: I 05. 
(3) II John 9-10. 

4. All Of His Steps Are Ordered. 
(I) If steps are ordered by the word these will take 

care of the life. 
(2) This shows thoroughness in all his steps. One 

false step could prove fatal. 
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II. WHO SHOULD POSSESS THIS ATTITUDE? 
1. The Alien. 

(I) When it comes to believing "Order my steps" 
(John 8:21, Hebrews 11:6, Acts 16:31). 

(2) Now that I have believed what? "Order my steps" 
(Acts 2:38, Luke 13:3). 

(3) Now order my steps (Romans 10:9-10, Acts 
8:35-37). 

(4) Now order my steps or shall my feelings take 
over! No! (Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22: 16). 

(5) Now since his steps have been ordered by the 
word where is he? (Gal. 3:26-27, Romans 6:3-5, 
I Cor. 12: 13). 

l. When The Lord's Day Comes. "Lord, order my 
steps." 
(I) Acts 20:7. 
(2) I Corinthians 16: 1-2. 
(3) Hebrews 10:25. 
(4) Isn't that man as responsible to have his steps 

ordered by the Lord as the alien? 
3. When It Comes To Giving. 

(I) Can I make the decision? 
(2) Shall I say, ''Order my giving in thy word"? 
(3) I Cor. 16: 1-2; II Cor. 8-9. 
(4) When Jesus came to give himself for the ~burch, 

it was according to the word - nothtng less 
would suffice. 

4. When In The Assembly Order My Steps. 
(I) Acts 2:42. 
(2) Acts 20:7. 
(3) Ephesians 5:19. 

S. When There Is A Call For Workers. 
(I) When the sick need to be visited, have your steps 

been ordered by the Lord? 
(2) When the needy need help, what is your attitude? 
(3) When the delinquent need teaching, where are 

you? 
(4) What of teachers for classes (Hebrews 5: II)? 

6. Backslider. 
(1) Order my steps (Acts 8:22-24). 
(2) Here is a right attitude (I John 1:6-9, James 

5: 16). 

CONCLUSION 
Now what difference does it make whether we adopt this 
attitude (Job 14: 16)? God numbers our steps, shall he not 
order them? He sees all our ways and counts all our steps 
(Job 31 :4). Jesus left an example that we should walk in 
his steps (I Peter 2:21 ). • 
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IIA LITTLE 
CHILD SHALL 
LEAD THEM'' 

Ben F. Vick, Jr. 

In prophesying of the latter days, 
Isaiah wrote, "The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; and a little child shall lead 
them." This prediction has not, nor 
will not, literally come to pass. The 
wolf is an enemy to the lamb; the 
leopard is the same to the goat; and 
the young lion is arch rival to the calf 
and fatling. A small child would be 
afraid of all the ferocious beasts 
mentioned in the verse. The 
Messianic prophet is painting a 
beautiful serene picture of the peace 
which will characterize the gospel 
dispensation. 

On Lord's day morning from about 
9:50 to 10:10, we have a children's 
Bible drill class. Some preachers used 
to do this years ago in gospel 
meetings. This class is conducted at 
the front of the auditorium, and the 
children fill the first two or three rows 
on one side. We learn and drill on 
basic Bible facts and sing songs which 
teach the truth. We are not anti 
Sunday school, because after the 
class, all are dismissed to separate 
classes for their level. And this is not a 
children's Bible class divided from the 
assembly. In fact, our adults are 
listening and we hope some of the 
facts will "rub ofr' on them. Many of 
the characteristics which these 
children have would be well for all to 
emulate. 

A principle which runs throughout 
the Bible is that children must be 
taught. This class on Sunday morning 
is not a substitute for the training the 
child should get at home, but just a 
small supplement. The Lord said of 
Abraham, "For I know him, that he 
will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment; that the Lord may 
bring upon Abraham that wh'ich he 
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hath spoken of him" (Gen. 18: 19). 
Israel was to teach their children 
regularly and at every opportunity. 
"And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
And thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6, 7; see Eph. 
6:4). This is a far cry from the customs 
of some today. Many will bring their 
children to Bible classes on Sunday 
morning - if they get up in time, or 
didn't stay out too late the night 
before, or didn't have a headache, or 
if it's not raining or snowing, etc. 
Later they ask: "Why is my child 
unfaithful" (see also Psa. 78:4-6)? 
Children were also taught when all 
assembled. "Gather the people 
together, men and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is 
within thy gate, that they may hear, 
and that they may learn, and fear the 
Lord your God, and observe to do all 
the words of this law: and that their 
children, which have not known 
anything, may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord your God, ... " (Deut. 31:12, 
13; see also Deut. 29:10, II; II Cor. 
20: 13). Just as children can be taught, 
so can adults. 

Children are eager to learn. Some 
are waiting on the teacher when he 
arrives. Others hurry in order to be on 
time and sit on the front row. One 
little boy, when we started late and 
had only a few minutes for class, 
asked, "Is this all?" It seems very few 
want to stop when the class ends. 
Imagine the change in a congregation 
if every adult had such an attitude! 
"Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6). We 
would not have "the rubberneckers" 
who stretch their necks trying to see 
the clock and wondering when the 
preacher is going to conclude. We 
would not have those who get up and 
down during the services and go in 
and out like grand central station. 
They would take care of business 
between classes and worship. We 
would not have the modem-day 
Eutychuses who fall asleep during the 
preaching. Peter exhorts, "As 

newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby" (I Pet. 2:2). 

In our class, we've been singing the 
same songs and repeating the same 
questions with a few new ones each 
week. The children do not tire of 
hearing and answering the same 
questions. They enjoy singing songs 
like "Jesus Loves Me," "The B-i-b-1-
e," and others over and over again. 
Repetition of the fundamentals of 
the faith should be appreciated by the 
adults: Because we are one generation 
away from apostasy, the gospel must 
be loved and appreciated each and 
every time it is told. It should become 
sweeter to us as the years go by. 
"Wherefore I will not be negligent to 
put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, 
and be established in the present 
truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I 
am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by 
putting you in remembrance; 
knowing that shortly I must put off 
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I 
will endeavor that ye may be able 
after my decease to have these things 
always inremembrance"(II Pet. 1:12-
15). Many of us remember the best 
way to learn is: repetition, Repetition, 
REPETITION. 

In our little class, we have been 
encouraging the children to bring 
their Bibles. Since we began, many of 
the children have been faithful in 
bringing their Bibles. Adults need to 
bring their Bibles to class and 
worship: Would the farmer go to the 
harvest fields without his equipment? 
Would the carpenter leave his tools at 
home? "These were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so" 
(Acts 17:11). 

Children are not ashamed to invite 
their friends and encourage their own 
family to attend services. Oh, what a 
wonderful trait! One small boy, who 
has been coming with his 
grandparents, influenced his mother 

(Continued on Page 10) 

9 [1074] 



"A Little Child Shall Lead Them" 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Christ which strengtheneth me"(Phil. 
4: 13). 

The Lord gave the children of Israel a 
song to sing (Deut. 31: 19-22). 

and dad to come. Yes, a little child did 
lead them. The gospel is for all (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mk. 16:15), and let us be 
busy in the Lord's kingdom inviting 
others to come worship with us. If 
fear stands in your way of inviting 
someone, remember the words of 
Paul, "I can do all things through 

Children like the questions and 
answers, but they also enjoy singing. 
Though we often mention singing as a 
command, it is also a wonderful 
privilege. "All the earth shall worship 
thee, and shall sing unto. thee; they 
shall sing to thy name" (Psa. 66:4). 
"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
all ye lands. Serve the Lord with 
gladness: come before his presence 
with singing" (Psa. I 00: 1-2). "I will 
sing of mercy and judgment: unto 
thee, 0 Lord, will I sing" (Psa. 5: 13). 

Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 
18:3). We must exemplify some of the 
characteristics of children if we desire 
to be in the kingdom of heaven and, in 
the afterwhile, the heavenly kingdom 
(II Tim. 4: 18). 

4915 Shelbyville Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 • 
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IS IT FROM HEAVEN 
OR FROM MEN? 

Matthew 21:24 

Burton Coffman 

This question was a reply which Jesus made in 
response to the question asked him by the ancient 
Pharisees, i.e., "By what authority doest thou these 
things?" 

Although propounded by Jesus' enemies, it is one of 
the most important ever asked. Although phrased 
differently, Jesus' question, hurled in the teeth of his 
enemies as his answer, was essentially the identically 
same question, except in the matter of what authority was 
considered. 

The Pharisees, of course, were thinking only of their 
own authority and that of their schools; but Jesus raised 
the focus to the highest theater of all, the authority of 
God himself! 

The question was snide, as was evident in the malice 
and dishonesty of them that asked. Despite this, however, 
there was never any greater question men could ask 
regarding either Christ himself, or a host of things 
religious. 

Luke's account of this episode makes clear the 
dramatic contrast in the manner of Jesus' hurling the very 
same word back to his questioners. "Tell us," was their 
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demand; but Jesus threw their hand grenade back into 
their own faces, saying "TELL ME!" By such a shocking 
refusal to acknowledge their claimed right to determine 
the validity of his own credentials, the Lord exposed 
them before all. 

To their demand to know by what authority Jesus 
taught and performed the mighty wonders which 
astounded all men, he demanded that the Pharisees tell 
what decision they had made regarding the Herald, John 
the Baptist. Here, they were bothering about Jesus, but 
the case of John the Baptist had been before them a much 
longer time. LET THEM PASS ON IT if they must pass 
on something! 

But when Jesus pressed them, "Was he (John) sent 
from heaven or from men?" it was clear that they were 
trapped. There was no way that they were about to admit 
that John was indeed sent from heaven, for they had 
rejected him; and they did not dare deny such a fact, for 
every one knew that God had sent the Herald. 

Every man and every church today is obligated to seek 
the true answer regarding all that is done in the name of 
holy religion. If God indeed commanded or authorized it, 
all is well; but if only men and their authority stand 
behind the actions, ceremonies, or doctrines adopted, the 
anathema of heaven stands opposed to them. ''In vain do 
they worship me teaching as doctrine the commandments 
of men" (Matthew 15:9). 

Through the centuries, many things have accrued to 
Christianity that actually are no part of it. • 
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THE CHRISTIAN 
WITHOUT GOD 

Stanley E. Sayers 

The Christian void of God in his 
life is doubtless the most empty 
person in the world. Things once 
hallowed have become hollow, and 
life has lost its meaning and its 
challenge. All zest for livi ng is gone. 
This unique and deplorable soul has 
reno unced his ties with sinful pleasure 
and the pursuit of carnal adventure 
and for him there is little beckon, only 
a miserable vacuum. 

Through the cross he has been 
summoned to higher things than this 
transient earth can offer and such is 
the nature of his upward calling that 
all else pale s into beggarly 
insignificance. In Christ he has found 
total truth and the way his hea rt longs 
to walk so tha t all else is but neon 
fantasia and facade. The Bread of 
Life has become his diet such that his 

spiritual stomach can no longer be 
content with the surgary pastries 
afforded by the miss-meals of 
stubborn transgression. He has, in 
Jesus, found the interstate to eternal 
life so that all other roads are but 
offshoots to muddy ruts or 
quicksand. 

Strange enough, his knees no 
longer bend to pray, his Bible is hard 
to find , even if he looks for it; and the 
highway to the House of God he has 
long ceased to ascend. What has 
brought him to this pass of 
tribulation and why does he no longer 
care? 

This scribe does not know all the 
answers, but he will testify to such a 
state of being. A sermon has harshly 
offended him; a brother has cheated 
him in a financial way; a friend has 
forsaken him ; som ebody has 
betrayed a confidence; a 
congregation has lost him in its 
thunderous applause for more and 
more members and at a ny and all 

cost. Maybe he fears the church is 
becoming one more denomination . 
And he wants none of it. 

Yet paramount beneath the 
hypersensitive coating of this 
unhappy apostate lies one fl aw all too 
obvious - he has released his grip on 
the never failing hand of multitudes 
who only too like him, when 
discouragement came, rather than to 
drop their heads and forsake the 
cause, looked up, without despair, 
and with Stephen saw the heavens 
opened and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God. 

A closer walk with Christ, a firmer 
grip on God will counter spiritual 
dropouts. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

• 

A GREAT NEW COMMENTARY ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 
Edited by 

Garland Elkins and Thomas B. Warren 

NOTE THESE FEATURES OF THIS GREAT NEW BOOK: 

e Permanent record of the Eighth Annual Spiritual Sword 
Lectureship, of the Getwell Church of Christ, Memphis. 
Tennessee. 

• Written by 36 Bible scholars - all fai thful members of 
the Lord 's church. 

• An exposition of the enti re book of Romans. 
• 367 pages; 37 chapters. 
• One chapter deals with introductory matters. 
• One chapter sets out an over- all look at Romans. 
• Twenty-f ive chapters set out an exposition of the sixteen 

chapters ot the book of Roman s. 
• Ten chapters set out an intensive look at a particu lar 

doctrine (for example, truth , the covenants. sa lvation , 
the Christian life, etc.), which is dea lt with in the book 
of Romans. 

• The 36 writers are: C. W . Bradley, Robert Brown, 
Franklin Camp, Curt is Cates. Winford Claiborne, Gary 
Colley, Darrell Con ley, Andrew Conna lly, Phil Davis, 
Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Garland Elkins, Ralph 
Gilmore, Dan Goddard, Virgil Hale, Alan Highers. Terry 
Hightower, Bill Jackson, Glenn Jobe, Kenneth Jones, 
Dub McClish, Noe l Merideth, Max Miller, J erry Moffitt, 
Gobel Music, Flavil Nichols, Charles Pugh, Paul Sain, 
Bill y Smith, Dick Sztanyo, Robert Taylor, Rex Turner. Sr., 
Thomas B. Warren, Char les Williams, Wendell Winkler. 
Gary Workman. 

order from 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . BOX 1001 JONESBORO, ARK. 72401 

~ FIRST PRINTING SOLD OUT IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
~ Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gold lettering $14.95 (plus $1.25 postage and handl ing) 
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SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES ) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers. 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Mancha:a Road, ALStin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

Mission 
Mississippi 

Toll-free 1-800-87 4-1804 1 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full -Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qua lified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curricu lum For Students' W ives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Berllnrrl !Fort Worth). TexJs 76021, Phone: 817·282·3911 

... 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires BB hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses . 

• V.A. Approved . 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar· 

ships. 

P. 0 . Box 655 
820 S. Huntington St. 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 289-2896 

NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-417 4 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 3, 1984 

Ml FEATURES: 
Firm- "No Floating" - Interest Rates 

Guaranteed Funds 

Bond Brokerage 

Interim Financing Available 

Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

13 (1078] 



Oklahoma Christian College is seeking an 
individual with a Ph.D. degree in Computer 
Science to teach in our strong and growing 
Computer Science Program. Call 
405/478-1661 or write Dr. Jim Baxter, 
Oklahoma Christian College, Rt. 1, Box 
141, Oklahoma City, OK 73111 for more 
information. OCC is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

Tenth Annual Lectureship 
BELLVIEW PREACHER 

TRAINING SCHOOL 
MAY 13-17, 1984 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506-1798 
Max R. Miller, Director 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 

WANTED 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 11h · hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 

·family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 

CHRISTIAN EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN 

THRU AGE49 
AGE 50& UP 

Leonard Mullens 
POB #828 

Salado, Texas 76571 
817/947-5403 
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$100 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #501 

SINGLE FAMILY 
65.18 169.40 
71.10 184.80 

$200 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #502 

SINGLE FAMILY 
58.18 151.35 
63.47 165.10 

(Most States) 

*****LIFETIME BENEFIT PER PERSON $1,000,000 

*****GUARANTEED RATES FOR 6 MONTHS 

*****OPTIONAL LIFE INSURANCE & ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
& DISMEMBERMENT 

*****SPECIAL PLAN FOREIGN WORKERS, MISSIONARIES 

*****CEA DENTAL PLAN- SINGLE $13.25 -FAMILY $29.75-

$500 DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN #503 

SINGLE FAMILY 
55.23 143.56 
60.25 156.61 

(MONTHLY) MEDICAL CLAIMS SERVICE 

Write or call for detaila. P. 0. BOX 24246 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76112 

817 I 496-4888 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this sect ion is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. Th is sectio n is designed especially to accommodate 
congregat ions ad vert ising m eeting places, p reachers seeking work or congregat io ns seek ing 
p reachers. O ther church rela ted matter is accepted in keeping w ith the pu blisher 's standards. 
Send all correspondence to : Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensaco la, FL 
32522. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Ad., 99508. Will contact relatives or trlends In Alaska. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANOINO, CA. 
3630 N. "E" Sl Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUOY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOO'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3, 168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program lor Wives and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Dir ector 303-986-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 

4850 Saulley Road 
Pensacola, Florida 32506 

Phone 455-7595 
Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M .. 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max A. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saulley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max A. Miller, D irector. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Halt. Sunday 
classes, 10:15: Worship, 11 :00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-
4383. Visitors Welcome. Write about newcomers l o the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol. Virginia, East Bristol Church ot Christ just ott 1-81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.: Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambers. M inister. 

FARLEY CHUR CH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M .. Worship 10:00 A.M . and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CH URCH OF CH RIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. J im Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COU NTR Y - POUGHKEEPSIE. N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 112 

Montgomery St. Zip 12601 . Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church ol Christ. 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SC HOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes wllh written material and 

tests. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
special lessons on many subjects. For Free Information write: 
Sunset Church of Chr ist, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Established self-supporting congregation of 100 members In 
southern Idaho desires full-time preacher. Send sermon tapes 
and resume with Education/ Earnings history to: Centra l 
Church o l Christ, South 4th and H Streets, Rupert, lA 83350. 

Minister wanted - established congregation of 100 seeking 
full-time worker. Radio exp. desired. House and ult. provided. 
Send sermon tapes and resume wilh education/ earnings 
history to: Search Comm., Church ot Christ, P. 0 . Box 9, 
Janesville, WI 53547. 

Northside church of Christ, 6329 9th Street North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702, Is seeking a mature, experienced 
fulltime Gospel preacher. Good personal worker and teacher, 
able to work under elders' oversighl. Position Includes four 

bedroom air·condilloned home, health Insurance, salary 

negotiable. Send resume, recent family picture, cassette tape 
of recent sermon. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Energellc, Innovative personal worker, 
mature In the faith, needed for congregation ot 50 plus (150 
seat building). No hobbles. Partial support helpful. Present 
preacher of almost 3 years l eaving In June to accept teaching 
position at Abilene Christian University. Send resume, recent 

photo and lesson tape to: North Shore Church of Christ, P. 0 . 
Box 153, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923. 

Preacher wanted for full time work. Small West Texas 
congregation of about one hundred. Interested persons please 
send resume to Sheftleld church of Chris~ P. 0 . Box 445A, 
Sheftleld, Texas 79781 . 

WANTED - Experienced preacher for a small Northeastern 
congregallon. Send resume to Sterling Church of Christ, Box 
103, Oneco. Conn. 06373, 1-203-564-8188. 

Wanted: Full and/or part-time preacher to help build a new 
work In the Brandon, Vermont area. Three to five fami lies now 
meeting In rented hall. Approx. 30,000 people in surrounding 
area. Only partial support available. Write (send resume) to 
Church o l Christ, P. 0 . Box 32, Brandon, Vermont05733, or call 
Paul Richardson, 802-459-2019. 

FOR SALE 
The Case For The Christian Policeman 

Terry M. Hightower 

$5.00 + 89C postage 
P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CASSETTE TAPE CATALOG - New from N ortheast School o f 
Biblical Studies - For your Free Copy write to: LIFE 
COMMUNICATIONS, P. 0 . Box 655, Clifton Park, NY 12065. 

DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTI STS . Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by I ra Y. Rice, Jr. Paperback· 
150 pages - $5.75 total. J . L. Davidson; Box 62, Bert Brown 
Road: Conroe, Texas 77302. 

HOUSEPAAENTS NEEDED at Mountain States Children 's 
Home who can love, counsei wilh, care for, and have 
under standing for six lo eight neglected and dependent 
children. Houseparents must be dedicated, mature, and stable 
couple In this child care ministry. MSCH Is situated on 155 
acres a long the foothills ol the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Salary, llvlng expenses, transportation for Home business, and 

other fr inge benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herrington. 
Superintendent. P. 0. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. 
Telephone (303) 776-6841 . 

How many re ligious periodicals do you subscribe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take quesllonable 
advertising. But H is the reader's responsibility to lnvesllgate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run an 
unworthy ad. As tho old saying goes, belore you Invest, 
Investigate! 

JESUS FROM GENESIS THR U REVELATION: Story ol 
r edemption (God's Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studies by 
Larry Deason in his ministry as Dean of the Northeast School of 
Biblical Studies at Clifton Park, NY. 52 complete l essons lead 
you thru the Bible twice In one year. 34 cassette tapes with 207 
page study guide complete with outl ines. Ideal for Adult Bible 
Classes, or Bible Co lleges. Includes 3-drawer storage case. 
$88.00 postpaid. Order from: Life Communications, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 

KANSAS: Small congregation needs (14) 8' or 9' seals. Willing 
to pay and pick-up. Church of Christ, Box 668, Satanta, KS 
67870 (316) 649-2.279. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per issue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) is mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Need help converting Jehovah's Witness' ? I can give you 
eftective Info. Write: Buddy Miller, 1854 Hays, San Landro, CA 
94577. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For list of those desiring to correspond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0 . Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
list. Give age - optional. 

" THE HEART WRITING M INISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund tor Needy Ministers. For lnlorma1ion 
Wri te To: L 0 . Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite #106; Dallas, 
TX 75243. 

WANTED - Good used set of Jule Miller, study series films 
and film projector. Contact Tom Alley, 227 6 St. East, Owen 
Sound, ONT. N4K1E8 if Interested in selling yours. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write lor free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Chi ldren's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff . (Christian couples and 
individua ls) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested. contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Dtrector, at P. 0 . Box 597. 
Vacavi lle. CA 95688. or call 707 / 448-
3557. 

Every Congregation Needs Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 

Ralph A. Casey 
(404) 449-1202 
P. 0 . Box 1104 

Norcross, GA 30091 
(675 workshops in 31 states 
with 13,000 participating 
song leaders.) 
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ANNOUNCING 

1984 TOURS FOR CHRISTIANS 
Arranged by Fowler Tours 

(226) 
SPRINGTIME IN THE ALPS 

May 19-27, 1984 
Including the Oberammergau Pass1on Play 
Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Will iam Teague 

Sponsored by Abilene Christian University 

(227) 
IN DEPTH HOLY LAND 

STUDY TOUR 
June 1-14, 1984 

Escorted by Dr. B. J. Humble 

(240) 
SCANDINAVIAN 
WONDERLANDS 

June 4-18, 1984 
Visiting Norway, Sweden, Denmark 

Escorted by Dr. Joe D. Schubert 
Center for Church Growth, Houston 

(207) 
NINTH ANNUAL 

HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR 
June 10-21, 1984 

Featuring Israel , Egypt and Rome 
Escorted by Several Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(228) 
THE BRITISH ISLES 

June 10-23, 1984 
Including 

England, Wales and Scotland 
Escorted by Dr. and Mrs. Steven Lemley 
Sponsored by Lubbock Christian College 

(229) 
HOLY LAND 

AND OBERAMMERGAU 
June 10-22, 1984 

Including the World Famous Pass1on Play 
Escorted by Harold Taylor 

and Thomas Camobell 

(230) 
THE BEST OF THE ORIENT 

June 9-27, 1984 
V1sit1ng People's Republic of Ch~na. Japan 

and Hong Kong 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 
Sponsored by the World Christian 

Broadcasting Corporation 

---------CU P AND MAIL FOR FREE BROCHUREs---,.F .. F-
10

-.
1
-
1

_.-
3
._ 

Fowler Tours 
13101 Preston Ad., Suite 411 
Dallas. Texas 75240 
(214) 387-3081 

INDICATE TOUR NUMBER OF BROCHURES DESIRED (FREE) 

NAME ______ _______________________________ __ 

ADDRESS _____________ _______ _ __________ __ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP --------------------------

(231) 
SIXTH ANNUAL 

ENCHANTED ISLES OF 
HAWAII 

June 20-30, 1984 
Visiting Oahu, Kaua1, Hawaii, MaUl 

Escorted by Ralph and Margaret Casey 

(232) 
BLUE DANUBE 
LECTURESHIP 

July 13-28, 1984 
Visiting England, France. Sw111:erland, 

Austna, Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
Escorted by Will Goodheer and Other 

Well-Known Tour Hosts 

(208) 
HEART OF EUROPE TOUR 

July 13, 26, 1984 
Visiting Holland, Germany, Austria, 

Lichtenstein, Switzerland, France and 
England, Includes the 

Oberammergau Passion Play 

(233) 
SEVENTH ANNUAL ALASKA 

July 31 - Aug. 10, 1984 
Visiting Seattle, Anchorage, Denali Park, 
Fairbanks, Whitehorse, p lus 4 day Inside 

Passage Cruise 

(235) 

Escorted by Ralph Casey 

NEW ENGLAND 
FALL FOLIAGE 

Sept. 24 - Oct. 3, 1984 
Visiting Washington, D.C .. New York, New 

Hampsh~re, Vermont, Massachusetts 
Escorted by P. D. Wilmeth 
Editor, "Voice of Freedom" 

(234) 
AROUND THE WORLD 

October 1-29, 1984 
Vis1t1ng Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, 

Nepal, India, Kashmire and Europe 
Escorted by Hulin and Ann Fowler 

Fowler Tours 

(217) 
NINTH ANNUAL FOWLER 

HOLYLANDSTUDYTOURS 
November 1-16 

V1s1t1ng Israel, Egypt, Greece 
Escorted by Clem Thurman and other 

well-known Tour Hosts 
Sponsored by Gospel M~nutes 
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"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 

1984 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 Austin, Texas, April 10, 1984 No.15 

DOCTRINE WILL UNITE US 
OR DIVIDE US 

George Reed 

"Hey, what's all the hassel about doctrine anyway? We 
are all going to the same place; we are all serving God. As 
long as we serve God sincerely, we will make it to 
heaven." If this writer had a dollar for everytime he has 
heard the aforementioned quotations, he would be a 
rich man. Does doctrine really matter? Is it not more 
important that we are sincere than dogmatic? Is not love 
the key factor in Christianity? Will not all be saved by 
God's grace? Later in this article we will discuss some of 
these questions. 

Let us turn over the other side of the proverbial coin. 
Can we worship anyway we want if we are sincere? (animal 
sacrifice, burning incense, offering up our children as 
sacrifices, prostitution, etc.). Can we believe anything we 
want, just as long as we are sincere? (Jesus was just a man, 
the book of Mormon is inspired, abortion is all right, 
etc.). In other words, when one affirms he just has to have 
love and be sincere to worship God, he has affirmed he 
can worship God anyway he chooses. This is exactly what 
one affirms when he believes that love and sincerity are all 
one needs. 

THERE IS A DOCTRINE 

The word doctrine ( didache) in the Greek· New 
Testament simply means teaching, or a body of that 
which was taught. Timothy was to "hold the pattern of 
sound words" (2 Tim. 1: 13), and Titus was to speak the 
uthings which befit the sound doctrine" (Tit. 2: I). As soon 
as the Pentecostalians obeyed the truth, they were 
continuing stedfastly in the apostles doctrine (Acts 2:42). 

Jesus received His words from the Father. •'For I spake 
not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath 

given me a command·ment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak" (Jn. 12:49). Jesus demanded doctrinal 
accuracy. He said to the Jews that were teaching the 
doctrines of men, '~Every plant (doctrine) which my 
heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up" (Mt. 
15: 13). The Jew who taught false doctrine might have argued 
he was sincere and had love for the Lord, but that did not make 
his doctrine right. A case in point is Cain and Abel. It is 
said in Genesis 4:4, 5, " ... And Jehovah had respect unto 
Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and to his offering 
he had not respect. .. " Why did God respect Abel's 
offering and not Cain's? In Hebrews 11:4 we find the 
answer: "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain ... " To do something by faith is to do it 
by the commandments of God ( cf. Rom. l 0: 17). Where 
there is not a thus saith the Lord there can be no biblical 
faith. Since Jesus spoke the "words of truth" (cf. Acts 
26:25), He wants His disciples to do the same (cf. Jn. 
16: 13; 2 Tim. 4:2; I Pet. 4: II). According to John 16: 13, 
the Holy Spirit was to guide the apostles into all the truth 
(the New Testament). If we don\ speak the words of the 
New Testament, are we speaking the words of truth? If we 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial. .. 

THE RELIGION OF THE 
SAMARITANS 

The Northern Kingdom Israel, had finally come to its end. According 
to cruel Eastern customs, the people had been carried away by their 
captors. For many years the land lay desolate and uncultivated. Savage 
beast increased and weeds and thorns grew in the fields where animals 
once grazed and where grains and gardens and vineyards once had 
grown. At long last the king of Assyria decided to re-people the country. 

It was a mixed multitude from the Assyrian empire that went to populate 
the land once known as the Kingdom of Israel. Men of five most recently 
conquered nationalities were placed there. Naturally the new settlers 
brought with them their peculiar religions. They knew nothing of 
Jehovah and considered Him to be the local deity of Israel. Therefore, 
when the wild beast troubled them they attributed it to their neglect of 
His worship, and sent to the king of Assyria for help saying, they were 
ignorant of the manners of the God of the land and He had sent lions 
among them (2 Kings 17:24-33). 

Such is instructive of heathen thinking. They have local deities. Each 
land, each mountain, each river, each ocean, etc., has its own god. They 
carefully worship each one in an effort to appease them and escape harm. 
Their religion is much like paying tribute money to insure protection. 

So a deported priest from the extinct sanctuary of Beth-el was sent to 
give instruction to the new settlers. But he apparently had no better 
notion as to how to worship God than the heathens did. The bottom line 
was that some form of worship of Jehovah was mixed with the former 
worship of idolatrous Israel and the nationalistic idolatry of the imported 
heathens. Thus the record reads, "They feared the Lord and served their 
own gods, after the manner of the nations whom they carried away from 
thence" (v. 33). This is what we refer to as the religion of the Samaritans. 

I take it that this describes a great many more people than those 
confused settlers who were placed in Israel about 2500 years ago. Perhaps 
here is truly a description of what goes on among many of us today. 
Notice some of the characteristics of their religion. 

The Religion of Fear 

The settlers in Israel would have never seriously considered Jehovah, 
perhaps would have never even thought of Him, had it not been for the 
lions. When they were attacked, and they recalled that they were in the 
territory of the God of Israel, they reasoned that they were in His land 
and did not know how to worship Him; therefore, the lions; therefore, 
they feared and trembled before Him. 

Must we pause to consider that certain fear - even terror has its 
proper place in service to God? The Bible uses a word .. fear" which means 
"to reverence." It also uses a word "fear" which means "to be afraid, 
terrified." Numerous passages use the word as such and a quick look at 
any good concordance will show the usage in both ways. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 10, 1984 



The people were fearful but it did not have its proper 
effect with them. "They feared the Lord" - that is 
profession. "They served graven images" - that is 
practice. They are legion who do the same today. They 
have a certain amount of fear of God and are afraid of 
judgment. They think it desirable to be religious so they 
"go to church." They read their Bible and wear the name 
Christian. They perform a long list of "good deeds," but 
in name only. They serve God on Sunday, but they serve 
the world the rest of the week. In their life of serving God 
and mammon they make no progress toward 
righteousness, but instead become weaker by the day. It is 
no wonder that so many fall away. This type of "fear
based, mixed religion" is truly no religion at all. If God 
does not come first in our lives, then we have a serious 
problem with priorities. We either serve Him fully for all 
the right reasons or our service is not acceptable. (See 
Matthew 6:24; 12:30 and John 4:24). 

Do we need to take more time in showing that this is 
the picture of so many of us? How many think of God 
when ill, but forget Him when well? How many pray 
when in trouble, but forget God in prosperity? Great 
numbers can see God in their calamities but not in their 

Christianity is not produced by forced 
outward expressions and acts of 

righteousness but rather by obedience that 
comes jrom the heart. 

joys. Why do so many call tragedies the visitation of God, 
but forget that blessings can equally be so? How many are 
like the Italian sailors who burn candles and cry out 
prayers to the "Holy Virgin Mary" when the storm 
catches them and then get drunk in the first wine shop 
when they reach port? 

The popular religion is one of fear. Many are like the 
servant of Matthew 25:24-25- "I was afraid ... ", and they 
base their service on their fear. The Bible sets forth the 
terror of the Lord to lead men to obedience. But such 
terror does not have its proper effect when all it produces 
is fear of a dreaded tyrant. The religion of fear alone 
produces no holiness and such is the religion of many 
people today. It is a spasmodic religion and it is 
impossible to keep it up. Someone has written: "When 
morning comes men laugh at the shadows that terrified 
them the/eVening before." And so it is with a religion that 
is motiV'ated. only by fear. 

The Religion of Form 

The Samaritans' entire worship was outward. They did 
what the Beth-el priest taught them, and nothing more. 
Again, we stress, this is a type of religion very common 
today. We have no encouragement to offer to the 
outward profession of religion. The religion of Christ 
must effect the whole person. One who is in Christ is a 
new creature (2 Cor. 5: 17), and the life he lives is an 
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expression of Christ living in him (Gal. 2:20). The 
Pharisees were strong on form. They were very careful to 
tithe the small herbs of the garden, while at the same time 
they left undone the major portions of the law such as 
love, justice and mercy. Such formality is hypocrisy to the 
core. We could call to print religious organizations that_ 
are not one whit different from the Pharisees. We also 
need to carefully examine ourselves in this area, for there 
are times when some of us elevate certain parts of 
Christianity to the level of denominational sacraments. 
To some it may be the Lord's Supper, to others the 
hearing of the sermon. But there is no special power unto 
righteousness attained by eating the supper or hearing a 
sermon. Be assured, the scriptures demand that we do 
both, but they also demand that we do both for the right 
reasons with the proper attitude. You could remove a 
drunk from the gutter, and place clean clothes on him. 
You could spray cologne on his body and place him in a 
leather covered judge's chair; but he would still be a 
drunk, and until he is changed from the "inside out" not 
the "outside in" he will always be a drunk from the gutter. 

A college professor of mine enjoyed explaining to his 
students the proper method of turning a useless apple tree 
into a very productive one. He would first suggest that 
from observation of many brethren's religion, one would 
think the proper thing to do would be to purchase a 
bushel of beautiful apples and carefully tie them on the 
tree. Having made that point stand out, (and he could 
make his points powerful) he would then suggest that a 
better method would be to prune, fertilize, water, and 
spray the tree, and that after much "tender love and care" 
the tree would produce an excellent crop of apples. 

It is no different in the Lord's kingdom. Christianity is 
not produced by forced outward expressions and acts of 
righteousness but rather by obedience that comes from 
the heart. We must be concerned about changing the 
inward man. 

The Religion of Compromise 

The Samaritans worshipped God but they also 
worshipped gods. They liked it that way. They may have 
·even thought of it as "Peaceful Co-existence." This kind 
of religion did not die in Israel over two thousand years 
ago. Today some would compromise with the world, 
regardless of what the Bible says (James 4:4; I John 2:15-
17). Others would have a peaceful co-existence with 
denominations and those who teach false doctrine. They 
seem to ignore such passages as Romans 16: 17-18 and 2 
John 9-11. But I would guess that in no place has 
compromise been more pronounced than in the pulpit. 
Numerous are the preachers who at one time or the other 
carefully test the wind before mounting the pulpit. They 
are careful to prophesy unto the people the things they 
want to hear and thereby have smooth sailing on the sea 
of local evangelization. Many of them could travel one 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The ReUgion Of The Samaritans 
(Continued from Page 2) 

hundred miles from home and preach the truth without 
"fear or favor," but at home, compromise is often the 
order of the day. 

The Samaritans were idolatrous, but so are many 
today. Some worship self. Others worship pleasure. Most 
at one time or the other allow something to come between 
them and Jehovah and, in all practicality, become 
idolatrous in so doing. Poor souls such as this go through 
life trying to please God and the flesh, and it cannot be 
done. They find themselves holding hands with the devil 

Doctrine WUI Unite Us Or Divide Us 
(Continued from Page I) 

are not speaking the words of truth (Acts 26:25), will we 
not be planting a doctrine that has no authority? If not, 
why not? Can there be a good feeling when the doctrine 
has been transgressed? If one has love and sincerity and 
transgresses the doctrine, has he not sinned in so 
doing? It doesn't take an Einstein to see that he has. 
John said, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in 
the teaching of Christ, hast not God: he that abideth in 
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son" 
(2Jn.9). 

The doctrine was given from the Father to the Son (J n. 
12:49), and from the Son to the apostles (Jn. 16:13; Jn. 
17:8; Eph. 3:3-5), and from the apostles to us (2 Tim. 
3: 16). The New Testament describes what the pattern of 
sound words are. Please note the list that is found below 
in the New Testament: 

I. ''He (Holy Spirit) shall guide you into all the truth" 
(Jn. 16:13). "In whom ye also, having heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation'' (Eph. 1:13). 
2. "We waxed bold in our God to speak unto you the 
gospel of God in much conflict. .. we preached unto you 
the gospel of God" (I Thess. 2:2, 9). 
3. "I have fully preached the gospel of Christ" (Rom. 
15:19~ cf. Gal. 1:7). 
4. "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and 
the prayers" (Acts 2:42). 
5. "Holding to the faithful word which is according to 
the teaching" (Titus I :9). 
6. "Hold the pattern of sound words which thou hast 
heard from me" (2 Tim. I: 13). 
7 ... And a great company of the priests were obedient 
to the faith" (Acts 6:7). " .. .1 was constrained to write 
unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints" 
(Jude 3; cf. Gal. 3:23). 

The idea there is no pattern to follow. no rules to obey. 
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with one hand and trying to hold on to God with the 
other. When they honestly evaluate their lives, they 
become the most miserable people on earth, and they 
remain that way unless they find the faith and the courage 
to make an about face and truly and faithfully serve 
Jehovah. 

May we be careful that our religion not be a carbon 
copy of the religion of the Samaritans. Let us not be a 
weak, fickled, unlearned, faithless people, but rather let 
us serve God with conviction- serve Him from the heart 
in truth and in spirit, and forever remember that we 
cannot serve God and mammon. 
• -WilliamS. Cline, Editor 

no absolute truth in the New Testament is completely 
false. Both Jesus and the apostles taught that there is a 
doctrine of sound words revealed in the New Testament 
(cf. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

THERE IS A DIFFERENT DOCTRINE 

If everyone is right, then no one is wrong. That makes 
sense doesn't it? But is everyone right'! Can good and 
sincere people who love the Lord teach a false doctrine 
and be lost? Too, how long can one claim to love the Lord 
(cf. Jn. 14: 15) and still teach and fellowship error'? Many 
of my own brethren have gone to fellowship error 
because they couldn't take the truth. Also, is a man really 
sincere if he continues to teach a false doctrine? (whether 
he believes it to be false or not). 

Let every reader take heed to I Timothy 6:3, 4: ''If any 
man teacheth a different doctrine, and consenteth not to 
sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is 
puffed up, knowing nothing, but doting about 
questionings and disputes of words, whereof cometh 
envy, strife, railings, evil surmising's." Just like there is a 
sound doctrine, there is also a different doctrine, and 
anything that is contrary to the sound doctrine is a 
different doctrine. The Bible mentions different 
doctrines. Let us note what the Bible calls them: 

I. ''Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 
commandments of men who turn away from the truth" 
(Titus I: 14). 
2. "But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their 
doctrines the precepts of men. Ye leave the 
commandment of God, and hold fast the tradition of 
men" (Mk. 7:7, 8). 
3. "But there arose false prophets also among the 
people, as among you also there shall be false teachers, 
who shall privily bring in destructive heresies" (2 Pet. 
2: 1). 
4. "And from among your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them" (Acts 20:30). 
5. "But shun profane babblings: for they will proceed 
further in ungodliness" (2 Tim. 2: 16). 
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6. "But though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach unto you any gospel other than that which we 
preached unto you, let him be anathema" (Gal. I :8). 
7. "But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times 
some shall fall away from the faith , giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of demons"(! Tim. 4: 1). 

I. Our worship will be in vain (Mt. 15:9). 
2. Our lives will be destroyed (M t. 7:24-27). 
3. Our souls will be eaten like gangrene (2 Tim. 2:17, 
18). 
4. Fellowship with God will cease(if one had it to begin 
with) (2 Jn. 9-11). 

One can see if he doesn't abide in the sound doctrine , 
and goes beyond the things that are written ( I Cor. 4:6) , 
then he will not ha ve the fellowship of the Father and the 
Son (2 Jn. 9), and brethren cannot bid him God's speed (2 
Jn. 10, II). 

5. Division in the body of Christ will occur (Rom. 
16:17, 18). 
6. It will destroy the teacher and those who are taught 
(2 Pet.2: Iff; Gal. I :7-9). 

Does it sound to you that just love and sincerity alone 
will make it? Let's put forth this question: How sincere is 
a man that will not do what God told him to do? Jesus 
said , "If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of 
the teaching ... " (J n. 7: 17). In other words, if a man really 
wants to come to the knowledge of the truth, he can. 

What happens if we disregard the doctrine? What if we 
just throw up our hands and say, "What's the use, we are 
all going to the same place; it doesn't make a difference 
how one worships God as long as he is sincere." The 
B-1-B-L-E tells us what will happen to us if we teach a 
different doctrine: 1769 1 Pesante Road 

Salinas, CA 93907 • 

CONSTANCY IN 
VIRTUE 

John W. Franklin 

"Let us not be wea ry in well-doing: 
ft r in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not" (Galatians 6:9). 

Discontent is one of the most 
general of <.II evils which trouble the 
life of man. Good men are not 
without th <.: i.· frailties; and the 
perverseness incident to human 
nature too readily leads us to be weary 
i a: wt:I I-Jqi ng 

Uneasiness and disappointment 
are inseparable, in some degree, from 
every state on ea rth. No man is 
pleased with being precisely what he 
is. For instance, he who is engaged in 
business pines for leisure. He who 
enjoys leisure, languishes for want of 
employment. We should therefore, 
embract that state which contains the 
fewest sorrows, for perfect happiness 
is not found. 

The uneasiness belonging to a 
sinful course is far greater than what 
attends a course of well-doing. There 
is no question but tha t we serve either 
God or the World. The world is both 
a hard and capricious master. How 
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unfortunate that some become weary 
sooner in serving God, than they do in 
serving the most severe and over
bearing of all masters, the world. 

The resources of virtue are much 
greater than those of the world. 
Virtue b ear s u s up under 
disappointment; the world allows us 
to sink. When our hearts are divided 
between the world and God, 
discontent is the result. Consistency 
in principle and uniformity in 
practice wi ll mean that ou r peace wil l 
be more unbroken. "The righteous 
shall hold on in his way ... " All who 
ha\e no t b~rn •·wea ry in wcll-Joi ng," 
though they may " have sown in tea rs, 
shall reap in joy." 

Amid st di sco uragements and 
afflictions, the righteous give proof of 
their fidelity, and acqui re the habits 
of virtue. Look everywhere around 
you, and yo u shall see, that "the race 
is" far from being "always to the swift , 
or the battle to the strong. "There will 
be disappointments and discourage
ments a long the way, but for the 
righteous there is "laid up the crown 
of life." Even in periods of distress, 
may we never suspect that piety and 
fidelity are fruitl ess. There is a time 
for reward and a period which 
belongs to trial. But be assured , tha t, 
"He that cometh shall come, and will 

not tarry." " I come quickly and my 
reward is with me. To him that 
overcometh will 1 give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the paradise of 
God." 

If at times our minds are depressed , 
we have the privilege of looking to the 
unchangeable God th rough a 
gracious Mediator, who, though 
possessed of divine perfection, is not 
unconcious of human distress and 
frailty. 

73 14 Woodhall Ct. 
Tampa, Florida 33614 
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C HALLENG ING DANGERS 
OF MODERN VERSIONS 

S7.00 Paper 

A serious study of why 
modern versions pose great 
dangers to God's people. 
Dangers of both a general and 
>pecific nature arc pointed out. 
There arc thirteen chapters with 
questions at the end of each 
which make it excellent for Bible 
class work. There are two 
a ppe ndixes which contain 
nearly fifty pages of material on 
Isaia h 7: 14. 24 1 pages. 
Published by Bellview Preacher 
Training School. 

THE BI.BLE DOCTRJNE OF 
FINAL THINGS 

$7.50 Cloth 

There '\re twenty-s ix chapter> 
in this book that deal with 
authority, death, C hrist's second 
coming. the resurrection. the 
j udgment a nd eternal destinies. 
Questions at the end make it a 
fine study for six months. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 297 pages. 

THE ELDER AND HIS 
WORK 

S6.95 Ooth; $4.95 Papa-

This is a thorough study of the 
eldership. its names, its back
ground, quali fica tion >. 
authority and rela tionship wit h 
preachers and all Christians they 
oversee. There arc 13 chapter. 
with a variety of questions at the 
end o f each chapter. There arc 
three appendixes. Published by 
Lambert Book H ouse. 171 
pages. 

C HRIST IN THE HOME 
Paper $5.95 

There are eighteen chapter~ in 
t hi~ book that exalt Christ in all 
home relation~hips. This book 
shows how to have a Christian 
home. It is now in its fourth 
printing with over 11 .000 in 
print. Published by Quality 
Publications. 282 pages. 

HOW YOUNG P EOPL E GET 
H URT 

Paper $1.50 

Eleven perils to youth arc 
traced out in this popular seller. 
It has gone through several 
printing>. There are quest ion> at 
the end of each of the thirteen 
chapters. Publbhed by Pledge 
Pu blication~. MJ page>. 

5~c Ciuing Wo~y 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

Paper $3.95 

Thirteen chapters that deal in 
thoro ugh fashion with the 
essential facets of Biblical 
fellowship. Enemies of Christian 
fellowship arc discussed. There 
arc two chapters on the divided 
assembly which refute it~ so
called wisdom and scriptural 
>Upport. A variety of question> 
conc lud e each chapter. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 147 pages. 

STU DIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND THESSALONIANS 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters with 
questions at the end with an 
exposit ion o f Paul 's first 
epistles. D esigned for class or 
individual study. Published by 
Lambert Book House. 119 
pages. 

STUDIES IN F IRST AND 
SECOND TIMOTHY 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with Paul's instructions to a 
great gospel preacher. A variety 
of questions conclude each 
chapter. Designed for either 
class or individual study. 
Published by Lambert Book 
House. 126 pages. 

STUDIES IN TITUS AND 
PHILEMON 
Paper $2.25 

There arc thirteen chapters in 
this book with a variety of 
questions at each chapter's end. 
In addit io n to an exposition of 
Titus a nd Philemon, there arc 
three chapters on a preacher 's 
work and one chapter that deals 
with a preacher's wife. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 121 
pages. 
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\II\ "I) JUDI 

ntr 1101'1. or THE HOM£ 

&lit (wing lll•y 
Wti.IS 

STUDIES IN J AMES AND 
J UDE 

Paper $2.25 

In this book of thirteen 
chapters there arc nine chapters 
that expound the epistle of 
James and four that expound 
Jude. There is a special chapter 
on The Saint In The Book Of 
James. Published by Lambert 
Book House. 11 7 pages. 

STUDIES IN FIRST AND 
SECOND PETER 

Paper $2.25 

Biographica l information 
about Peter and both epistles arc 
expounded in this thirteen 
chapter book. A variety of 
questions ends each chapter. 
There arc two chapters on When 
Faith Is Under Fire. Published 
by Lambert Book House. 126 
pages. 

J ESUS CHRIST: THE HOPE 
OF THE HOME 

Paper $2.25 

This book of thirteen chapters 
di~cusscs marriage. divorce. 
remarriage. various enemies of 
the home and what J esus can 
mean to marriage. It shows how 
to have a truly Christ ian home. 
Home. hope. happiness . 
holines.> and heaven are all 
linked with Christ in this book. 
Published by Lambert Book 
Hou>c. 127 pages. 

REMEMBERING GOD IN 
YOUTH 

Paper $2.25 

Thirteen chapters that deal 
with remembering God, why 
>Ome do not rcmem'bcr him. how 
to remember him and some 
example. of those who did 
remember him and those who 
forgot him. Designed for clus 
and individual study, Publishea 
by Lambert Book H ou>e. 9 1 
page>. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 
Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 

POSTAGE PAID ON RETAIL ORDERS OVER $ 10.00 
Add $ 1.00 for postage and hand ling for o ne book; 
for two or more add 15% of the tota l cost. 
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God's Grace To 
Man 

Titus 2:11-15 

Glenn E. Hawkins 

"For th e grace of God that bringeth 
salvation ha th appeared to all men. 
Teaching us that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world; Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave 
himself, for us, that he might redeem 
us from a ll iniquity, a nd purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zea lous of 
good works. These things speak, and 
exhort, and rebuke with all a uthority. 
Let no man despise thee" (Titus 2:11-
15). 

In Titus I, Paul discussed how 
congrega tions were to be set up , 
giving the qualificatio ns of elders. In 
Titus 2 , he emphasized how 
Christians (aged men, aged women, 
young men, serva nts, etc.) should 
behave. T he grace of God mentioned 
in Titus 2:1 1-15 should be considered 
a reaso n why every Christian should 
live a holy and righteous life. 

There are four main thoughts 
about God's grace we can lea rn from 
this passage. ( I) God's grace brings 
salvation to all men. (2) God's grace 
teaches us positively and negatively. 
(3) God 's grace gives us hope. (4) 
God's grace should cause us to live 
pure lives.· Let us note each one of 
these points in some detail. 

Firs t, God's grace provides 
salva tion to a ll men (verse II ). Grace 
is the unmerited and undeserved 
favor of God based on His great love 
for mankind . This grace "appeared" 
(aorist tense) which means tha t it was 
a definite act of the past, undoubtedly 
referring to the incarnation of our 
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Lord. This word "appeared" ·is our 
English wo rd "epiphany" which 
means "to shine forth," "to bring to 
light. " This grace of God manifested 
through His Son, is revea led in the 
gospel and is necessary for man's 
salvatio n (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 

This grace is for all men potentia ll y 
- tha t is, every person is included in 
its scope. God's grace is not just for a 
few, with everyo ne else condemned. 
Hebrews 2:9 says, "But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the 
a ngels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor that he 
by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man." However, only 
those who accept this grace by 
faithful o bedience receive salvation 
(Hebrews 5:8, 9). 

Second , God's grace teaches us 
positively a nd negatively. The word 
"teaching" is from the Greek word 
"pedagogue"which carries with it the 
idea of " training , instruction , 
guidance." This is a word similar to 
the one P aul used in Ga la tians 3:24 
where the law is said to be our 
" schoolmaster." Negatively, God 's 
grace teaches us to deny ungodliness 
- a word that means "irreverence 
towa rd God and things holy: impiety" 
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon, p. 79). We 
are to deny worldly lusts - that is the 
passions and evil desires for the sinful 
things of this world as per I John 2:15-
17. Positively, God's grace teaches us· 
to live soberly (or sensibly, self
controlled, thoughtful, to keep ones 
head, Arndth a nd Gingrich), 
righteously (doing what is right, what 
is fair and just), a nd godly, (opposite 
of un godly - being reve rent , 
showing the peoper respect for God 
and ho ly things). God's grace then 
enables us to live this kind of life 
beca use of the example o f Jesus it 
provided , because of the holy word of 
God which we have, and because of 
the continual cleansing in the blood 
of Christ which is ours (I John 1:7). 

Third , God's grace gives us hope. 
The hope here is connected with the 
appea ring of Christ - that is, His 
fina l coming. We have hope of the 
resurrection ( I Corinthia ns 15), hope 

of eternal life (Titus I :2), and the hope 
of heaven. All of these things are tied 
in with the Second Coming of our 
Lord - here called "the great God 
and our Saviour J esus Christ." Here 
the deity of Christ is plainly stated. 
Though there has bee n some 
disagreement among Bible 
commentators on whether th is phrase 
refers to o ne of two persons, I believe 
the evidence is in favor of the one
person idea. (For a discussion of the 
poin t, see H e ndrikse n ; New 
Testament Commentary, I, II 
Timothy and Titus, pp. 372-374). 

Because of God's grace, Christians 
ought to eagerly anticipate the 
coming of Christ. All our hopes are to 
be rea li zed on that day. Knowing that 
Christ will come again should provide 
the motivation for every Christian to 
live the righteous life. 

Fourth, God 's grace should cause 
us to live pure lives. Christ gave 
himself for us in order to redeem us 
from sin. The NewTestameht teaches 
in passage after passage the vicarious 
nature of Christ's death. He died in 
our stead - in place of us. Paul 
wrote: "For the love of Christ 
constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for a ll, then 
were all dead: And that he died for all , 
that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and 
rose again" (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15). 

Christ died to redeem us - that is, 
he obtained our release from sin by 
the payment of a ransom - His own 
blood. He redeemed us from all 
iniquity (litera lly, lawlessness), and 
purified us so that we might be a pure 
and peculiar people. To be pure, is to 
be cleansed from sin. The phrase 
" peculia r people" according to 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon means, "a 
people selected by God fro m the other 
nations fo r His own possession." 
Peculiar does not mean strange, 
weird, o r eccentric. In other words 
Christians a re very specia l people -
God's people, people who belong to 
God by virtue of bei ng born into His 
fami ly. We are people zealous for 
good wo rks. God wants His peop le to 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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God's Grace To Man 
(Continued from Page 7) 
work and if we are God's people we 
will work. 

This is God's message about His 
grace. We should speak, exhort, and 
reprove with all authority. Let us all 
be diligent to this end. 
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PSALMS I 
Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 
This book has been called a number of things. One has 

said these chapters contain "Lyrics of Life." Another has 
referred to it as the "Hebrew Hymn book." Jesus calls it 
''The Psalms" (Luke 24:44). 

Within these 150 chapters we find lessons that will 
touch every chord in the human heart. Such a study 
ought to bring out the very best that is within man. 

Our present study concerns itself with the first chapter. 
Here we are introduced to "Two Ways of Life . ., One has 
called it ••contrasted characters.'' The line drawn between 
them is clear and distinct. There is a difference. There are 
••two attitudes'' that leads to walking in ••two ways" by 
••two classes" that lead to ••two destinies." So, long before 
Jesus spoke of the broad and narrow way, we find them in 
this chapter. One sees the godly approved (v. 1-3). In 
contrast, he sees the godless abandoned (v. 4-6). 

We shall divide it in another fashion. The godly and 
happiness (v. 1-3), and the godless and hopelessness(v. 4-
6). In so doing we can see the desirablity of the godly way. 

I. THE WAY OF THE GODLY AND HAPPINESS. 
(v. 1-3) 
Relative to a godly man's happiness there can be no 

doubt. He has God's approval and that is what matters 
most. Such a man is described in this fashion from the 
\'ery beginning. It could be said .. 0 the happiness of the 
man." His life is indeed fuJJ of the right thing. But. how 
does this come to pass? How does he come to this blessed 
estate? What path does he follow? Where does it lead? 
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1. Separation (v. I) 
He "walks not in the covenant of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornfuL .. His is a separated life. He shuns anything 
that would blunt his blessed estate. It does not make 
him unhappy to stay away from some things, such as: 
(I) Evil Advice. 

He is careful where he gets his advice. We k~ow that 
Eve had to learn the hard way about this. Her taking 
the advice of Satan Jed to her fall (Gen. 3: 1-6). Her 
listening to Satan brought sorrow, not happiness. 

The young prophet of I Kings 13 learned the same 
Jesson the hard way. He listened to an old apostate 
prophet which led to his ruin. The man of our text does 
not listen to godless thinking and advice. He shuns all 
such. 
(2) Evil Associates. 

This man is careful about his choice of associates. 
He is weJJ aware that people can have an effect for good 
or evil on a person's life. Evil associates corrupt (I Cor. 
15:33). How often does one hear the refrain ••J got with 
the wrong crowd"'! This man is aware that such 
association leads to lawless living where happiness 
cannot be found. 
(3) Evil Advocates. 

The scoffer is a real person who has no regard for the 
sacred or divine. This is careless speaking that is caused 
by loose thinking and lawless living. The man of our 
text makes the adjustments in life to shun all such that 
might influence his life. 
2. Satisfaction (v. 2) 
You will note that "his delight" is found in verse two. 
The fact of separation in verse one does not mean there 
is no satisfaction at all. Some people would find it hard 
to believe in our hedonistic society. Their view would 
be that you can be happy if you Jive separate Jives from 
the world. However, the man of our text shows his 
satisfaction in his: 
(1) Delight 

This refers to the fact of "rejoicing." He rejoices to 
walk in the way of the Lord even when he turns down 
the counsel of the ungodly. This fact is well illustrated. 
The apostles were told not to preach or teach in the 
name of Jesus (Acts 4: 18-19). This would surely be 
ungodly counsel (Acts 4: 19). Later, you will find, after 
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a second encounter, that they depart rejoicing that they 
are counted worthy to suffer shame for his name (Acts 
5:41). Wouldn't you say they found delight in the law 
of the Lord? 
(2) Deliberation 

This man meditates on that law day and night. The 
meditation that begins in the day runs into the night 
and then into the day. The mundane things of life 
would never satisfy such a person. 
3. Stability (v. 3) 
The conduct of verses one and two lead to the 
condition of this verse. Here is one like a tree that is 
planted. One that has its roots down. 

Surely stability and happiness go together. People 
who are tossed to and fro in their thinking cannot be 
happy. Marriages that have no roots in right things will 
not provide much happiness. It takes stability. 

Such a life as the man of this verse provides 
something worthwhile. His life is: 
(1) Fruitful 

In fact, it is unfailing in its fruitfulness. When fruit is 
in season you can depend on such a person. He does 
what is expected of him. 
(2) Flourishing 

The foilage does not fade. The leaf does not wither. 
There is freshness that remains. There is consitency 
because the roots go down to find nourishment in the 
word of the Lord. 

Surely the way of the godly man commends itself to our 
better judgment. 

II. THE WAY OF THE GODLESS AND 
HOPELESSNESS (v. 4-6). 
What is true of the godly is not true of the ungodly. 

There is a vast difference. The paths go in opposite 
directions and it would be impossible for them to arrive at 
the same destiny. One cannot travel the path of the 
ungodly and reach the destiny of the godly. 

This way leads to: 
1. Sure Rejection (v. 4). 
The picture in this verse is of chaff that is rejected and 
unwanted. A separation takes place. The godly and 
ungodly are separated. The difference will be seen. 
(1) It is worthless and divided from the wheat. 

A separation is clearly set forth. John spoke of such 
in the work that Jesus would do (Matt. 3: 12). Jesus 
spoke of such (Matt. 25:31-46). 

But who would fit the description of chaff? It must 
be the one who listens to the ungodly and stands in the 
way of sinners and becomes a scoffer. He has no 
delight in God's law and never thinks of it. He is, 
therefore, worthless and is separated from the wheat. 
(2) It is rootless and driven by the wind. 

Isn't this an apt illustration of an unstable person'? 
What a difference between a tree planted that has deep 
roots and chaff that is subject to every wind that blows. 
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Every changing circumstance moves such a person. 
2. Shameful Reproach (v. 5). 
A time comes when one must face up to life. When the 
wind blows, the rains come, and the floods rise. Then 
one finds what he is and what he has. The godless man 
is reproached in that he has: 
(1) No foundation for his conduct. 

He will not be able to maintain his cause. There is 
nothing to justify it. He can give no reason that will 
satisfy. This is the case of the one talent man (Matt. 
25:24-30). 
(2) No fellowship in the congregation. 

His place will not be among the righteous. Surely 
Ananias and Sapphira become cases in point(Acts 5:1-
10). They have no support for the position they took 
and thus have no place among God's people. 
3. Sorrowful Ruin (v. 6). 
One does not read this verse without seeing the end of 
the two ways. The way the ungodly walked leaves him: 
(1) Unapproved. 

The Lord knows or approves the godly man. He is 
pleased with the way he walks. Not so with the godless. 
(2) Unassisted. 

The godless man follows his path alone to ruin. 
Judas becomes a pathetic picture of one who followed 
this route. He could tell you it finally plays out and you 
get mighty lonely not knowing which way to turn. 

The chapter begins on a happy note but leaves on a sad 
one. Why'? Because there are two ways with two destinies. 
May God help us to walk the high road of righteousness. 
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The Importance Of 
A Proper 

Interpretation 
Dennis J. Gulledge 

Does it make any difference how 
we interpret the Bible? Many people 
will agree that it does. However, 
occasionally we hear someone 
boastfully exclaim, "Well, you have 
your interpretation of the Bible, and I 
have mine," thus insisting that it 
really does not matter how we 
interpret the Bible. This attitude 
toward the scriptures is extremely 
dangerous because it places our 
interpretation of Holy Writ on a 
.purely subjective plane, knowing no 
bounds nor limitations. Conse
quently, you have as many 
"interpretations" of the Bible as you 
have interpreters. 

The importance of a proper 
interpretation of the Bible is seen in 
the fact that only God's truth can save 
(John 17:17; I Peter 1:23). The gospel 
alone is that which has the power to 
save (Romans I: 16). This power is 
inherent in the written word of God. 
Yet, this saving word must be kept 
pure. If it becomes perverted by the 
doctrines and commandments of men 
it then becomes the instrument of 
condemnation rather than salvation 
(Galatians I :6-9). To illustrate: Food 
is God's power to alleviate hunger, 
but if food should be poisoned that 
power would be taken away. Water is 
God's power to quench thirst, but if~ 
certain amount of salt is added to it 
that agency is destroyed. In the same 
manner the gospel is God's power to 
save, but if the doctrines and opinions 
of men are mixed in with it the 
adulteration makes it the agent of 
destruction to the souls of men. Many 
have perverted the truth, thus making 
the present time one of enormous 
proclamation of religious error and 
confusion. 

We are all interpreters of the Bible. 
Anyone who is old enough to read 
and understand is an interpreter of 
whatever he reads. Therefore, as 
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interpreters of God's book it is 
paramount that we seek to 
understand just what the Bible says. 
The office of an interpreter is not to 
study the Bible in an effort to weigh it 
against his already conceived notions 
or opinions. Rather, it is his task to 
simply ask the question, "What does 
the writer mean to say?" 

Total Evidence 

To properly interpret the Bible we 
must gather the total evidence on the 
particular point, doctrine or question 
to be examined. The total evidence is 
found in: (I) The specific statement 
(passage) under consideration; (2) 
The immediate context - the 
material immediately before and after 
a particular statement; and (3) The 
remote context - material elsewhere 
(in the totality of the Bible) that is 
relative to the point. 

Many times doctrines are 
advocated without consideration of 
the total evidence pertinent to the 
matter. Quite often those who have a 
certain religious position to uphold 
will camp on a specific statement in 
the Bible and ignore the immediate 
and/ or remote context which would 
place their position in an entirely 
different light. Two examples are in 
order for our consideration here. 

First, those who advocate salvation 
at the point of faith only are guilty of 
ignoring the total evidence on the 
question of salvation. They appeal to 
the multitude of passages which teach 
salvation by faith (John 3:16, 18; Acts 
16:31; Romans 5: I, et al.), and insist 
that this means "faith only,,, and that 
this is all that is necessary unto 
salvation. In so doing such advocates 
overlook the fact that only obedient 
faith is saving faith (James 2). The 
remote context is completely 
neglected. To study further on the 
matter of salvation would reveal that 
hearing the gospel message is 
essential and faith must follow (Acts 
15:7); confession of the sweet name of 
the Savior is required (Romans 10:9-
1 0); baptism for the remission of sins 
is necessary (Acts 2:38) and a life of 
fidelity is an absolute (Revelation 
2:10). 

Second, those who insist on the 
continuation of miracles are guilty of 
ignoring the total evidence on the 
question of spiritual gifts. Some will 
refer to Mark 16: 17, and insist that 
the expression, "them that believe" 
qualifies all believers of all time since 
these words were spoken by our Lord. 
The problem here is that Mark has 
already explained who was to work 
these signs (the apostles, vs. 20), and 
the reason (for the confirmation of 
the word, vs. 20). These signs 
followed, not only the apostles, but 
also other "believers" of the apostolic 
age. This is a complete fulfillment of 
what was promised. To argue the 
continuation of miracles to the 
present day is to ignore the immediate 
context. It is also a violation of the 
remote context, because Paul saw the 
day when such things would cease (1 
Corinthians 13:8). 

We agree with T. R. Burnett, a 
gospel preacher of many years ago, 
who said, "That system of 
interpretation is the correct one that 
harmonizes all the passages, and no 
system can be correct that sets one 
text of scripture against another, and 
makes the Bible a contradiction." (T. 
S. Dalton and T. R. Burnett, Debate 
on Salvation: Is It Conditional Or 
Unconditional?, 1896, pp. 9-10). 

Why is a proper interpretation of 
the Bible so important? The answer is 
obvious. Paul said, "Prove all things; 
hold fast to that which is good" (1 
Thessalonians 5:21 ). Peter exhorted, 
" ... be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear" (I Peter 3: 15). We 
are obligated to give a sound 
accounting of truth to all. 
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ln .Light of the S"'criptures 

THE SPEEDY 
RETURN OF 

JESUS CHRIST 
Burton Coffman 

It is sometimes mistakenly said that 
Our Lord as well as a ll the ho ly 
apostles expected the Coming of 
C hrist in his Second Advent to occur 
within their life time; but there is no 
excuse for such mistakes. 

Even J esus in his incarnated 
handicap knew neither the day nor 
hour of the Second Coming (Mt. 
24:36), least of a ll could any a p ostle 
ha ve supposed that he knew. 

Christ said of Mary's anointing 
that , "It shall be preached th roughout 
the whole world" (Mark 14:9), a 
promise that indicated fulfillment 
over generations a nd centuries of 
time, not merely a lifetime. 

Jesus, in the a na logy spoken in the 

parable of the talents, said . "Now 
after a long time the Lord of th ose 
serva nt s cometh" (Mt. 25: 19) No 
"speedy return" was indicated. 

Christ prophesied the destruction 
of the temple (M t. 24:2), an event that 
occurred in A.D. 70, some forty years 
after the prophecy; and no New 
Testament writer could have believed 
that the Second Coming would 
happen prior to the Fall of Jerusalem. 
Further more, not one of them ever 
wrote that J esus would come "soon." 

Paul did not expect the Second 
Advent in his lifetime, for he spoke of 
his resurrection from the dead, along 
with that of the Corinthians, as a 
future event (2 Corinthians 4: 14). 

Paul a lso Oatly stated that the 
Second Coming would not occur 
until after the great apostasy, a 

· development wh ich would not take 
place till centuries had elapsed (2 
Thessalonians 2:3). 

The error of supposing that the 
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apostles expected a speedy return 
derives from a misunderstanding of 
certain texts. For example, Mark 9: I 
refers to the establishment of Christ's 
k ingdom, an event that did take place 
shortly afterwards; but the verse has 
no reference at all to the Second 
Coming. 

"Mara natha ," as frequently 
translated in I Corinthians 16:2 1, is a 
mistranslation of the Greek New 
Testament. As F. F. Bruce wrote, " I t 
is just as accurately rendered 'Maran 
a tha ', which means 'Our Lord 
come."' The King J ames Version 
sh ould be fo llowed here. The 
exp ressio n was used i n the 
observance of the Lord's Supper, and 
had the meaning that, "Our Lord has 
come in his Incarnation."There is no 
reference to the Second Coming. 

Our Blessed Saviour was never 
mistaken a bout anyth ing, nor were 
any of the insp ired apostles ever 
wrong about anything that they 
wrote, for the Holy Spirit guided 
them into "all truth " (John 16: 13). 

• 
TOUR THE 

BEST OF EUROPE 
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, 

Italy & France. 

June 7, 1984 15 days 
Smal l Christian group (15) 

For itinerary and details 

C. T. Jackson, 4695 E. Elice 
Hot Springs, AR 71913 

(501 ) 525-8100 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

April 25. 1984 - Aug. 14. 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Hardi ng Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis. Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 801 -683-1678 
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SASKATCHEWAN 
CHURCH HAS 
HOMECOMING 

The Church of Christ of 1302 8th 
Street, Estevan, Saskatchewan plans a 
Homecoming-Reunion on August 9, 10 
and lith, 1985, marking 65+ years forthe 
congregation that had its beginning prior 
to the '20s. Expected to attend will be 
many former preachers who have served 
here over the years, such as Louis Pauls. 
Richard Dacus, Stephen Ennis. Cecil 
Bailey and others. Also expected will be 
many preachers who ha ve held Gospel 
meetings here such as J . C. Bailey, Jack 
Paul, Dan Weib and numerous others, in 
addition to the hundreds of former 
members and their families from all parts 
of Canada and the United States, 
together with numerous friend s, relatives 
and other Christians who have visited 
with us through the years. The Estevan 
Church of Christ had its beginning 
shortly after World War One when 
brother H. A. Rogers, of Manson , 
Manitoba visited many parts of southern 
Saskatchewan, including Estevan. 
Among the ea rly members were brother 
and sister Tom Orr (parems of Wilfred 
Orr), sister Anna (Eric) Johnson, brother 
and sister Carl Petterson (Sr.). The 
present membership of the congregation 
which meets at 1302 8th Street in Estevan 
numbers about 90. with attendance 
running up to 150. Serving as elders are 
Elwood Goud. Emerson Goud, Carl 
J ohnso n. Ra y Smith and lva r 
Kri stianson. Brother Dale Elford. 
formerly of Vernon . B.C. a nd Regina, 
Saskatchewan, serves as minister. • 

Make Plans To Attend The 

FIRM 
FOUNDATION 
LECTURESHIP 

Theme 

"The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth" 

September 9-12, 1984 
Austin, Texas 

Our 1 DOth Year -
September 1884 - September 1984 
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NEW TESTAMENT 
(King James Version) 

SPECIAL SELECTION 
Twenty pages 
o f Bible Helps 

including 
The Plan o f Salvation 

(256 PAGES MEASURES SxB) 

This popular New Testament fs IDEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

ONLY SOLD IN BOXES OF 100 
AT THE SPECIAL LOW PRICE OF $80.00 (INCLUDING FREIGHT) 

COPIES ON HAND • CAN SHIP IMMEDIATELY VIA U.P.S. 

For 80ft a copy, every congregation 
(or individual interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send $2.00 for your sample copy 
(WHICH INCLUDES POSTAGE AND HANDLING) 

JOHNSON PUBLISHING 
P.O. Box 100704 Nashville, TN 37210 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Establ ished in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, B~r!fnrrl IFort Worth). Texn 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Toll-free 1-800-87 4-1804] 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

S1erra Children ·s Home IS currently h1ring 
ch1ld car e staff. IChrist1an coup les and 
1nd1viduals) Good pay and benefits. If 
Interested. contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive 01rec tor . at P. 0 Box 597. 
Vacav1lle. CA 95688. or call 707 / 448 · 
3557 

FIBERGLASS 
BAPTISTRIES I STEEPLES 

LARGE SaECTION · FACTORY DIRECT 

FOR FREE CATALOGS 
CALL TOLL 'NH 

13 (237) 



MAINTAINING 
STABILITY 

Charles Dorsey 

In the church today one of the 
major concerns is the stability of the 
local member's faith. Many books 
and articles have been written to help 
remedy this constant concern. Even 
in New Testament times this problem 
existed. James addresses himself to 
three hindrances to a Christian's 
faithfulness and stability: temptation, 
doubt and riches (James 1:2-11 ). Let 
us look at his solution to these 
problems. 

James tells us that if we look at our 
temptations in the proper manner 
they will be a blessing and stabilizing 
factor to our faith. The word 
translated "temptation" literally 

·means a trial or testing which is 
directed towards an end, and the end 
is that the one who is tested appears 
stronger and more stable than before. 
The stabilization, or endurance (verse 
3), is an endurance which, as William 
Barclay says, "is not simply the ability 
to bear things; it is the ability to turn 

them into greatness and glory." This 
will cause the Christian to emerge as 
one perfect and complete (verse 4); 
one who is mature and stable in his 
faithfulness to the Lord. 

This immediately brings to mind a 
question: "How will I be able to do 
this?" James provides the answer in 
the next paragraph ( 1 :5-8). The 
Christian has at his disposal the 
wisdom of God to aid him in his 
maturing process. However, many 
Christians are not really confident in 
God's ability to keep His promises. 
James says God will give us wisdom 
generously and we should expect to 
receive it generously when we ask for 
it. If we do not, then James says we 
are "double-minded" (literally .. two
souled") and like the waves of the sea 
that are unpredictably tossed by the 
wind. The Christian who doubts God 
will never be pleasing to Him and will 
constantly be a hindrance to the work 
of the local church. 

Another hindrance to a Christian 's 
stability is riches (1:9-11). Often the 
brethren who are living in the lower 
income levels have the insecure 
feeling of worthlessness to the church, 
while the more financially blessed are 

unwilling to use their riches for the 
Lord's work. Both of these extremes 
are wrong. James tells us that the 
"brother of humble circumstances" 
can glory in his "high position," i.e., 
his being a child of God and blessed 
with the eternal riches which every 
child of God enjoys. On the other 
hand , Christianity has special 
applications for the rich brother. He 
needs to realize the eternal impotence 
of his riches and humbly serve the 
Lord , for his riches will be only as 
enduring as the grass of the field. In 
Palestine the grass would burn up in 
an hour's time when the scorching 
southeast Sirocco wind blew in off the 
desert. Thus James assures both the 
poor and the rich that the only 
meaningful and stabilizing factor in 
life is Christ, and He deserves our 
unwavering loyalty. 

James has much to offer our 
twentieth century churches in our 
quest to provide solutions to the 
problem of maintaining the stability 
and faithfulness of our members. 
May we learn the lessons well. 

P. 0 . Box 244 
Arbyrd , MO 63821 

SUBSCRIBE TO 

• 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 

WANTED 

The Restorer 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 1 Y2 · hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality en vi ron ment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 
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A 16-page monthly periodical featuring in-depth 
studies of pertinent biblical themes related to 
today's concerns. 

Gary Workman, Editor 

THE CURRENT ISSUE: 

"Is the Church Sectarian?" 
ARTICLES INCLUDE: 

A Matter of Great Concern ............ Editorial 
That " Christians Only" T ract ... Gary Workman 
Smooth and Fair Speech ......... Alan Highers 
Baptism and Salvation . . . . . . . . . . Robert Taylor 
What is Sectarianism? ........... Dub McClish 

Subscription rate - $10 per year (beginning with 
any issue) . Bundle rates per copy: 

10--1sc 20--ssc s o--sse 100--4Sc 
1S--70C 2S--60¢ 7S--SOC 200--40¢ 

Enclose payment with order and mail to: 
1021 Via Del Rey, Mesquite, Texas 75150 
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C. LA s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $200 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBar Rd., 118508. WIQ contKt relltlv• or frlendlln Al•kL 
GleM Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272·7584 or 583-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3130 N. •E" St. Sunday St30 a 10:30 lnd 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. c.ll IU-2550 or Mnn Morrow, Min. 783-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBUCAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,188 Cl•sroom houra 
Preechlng - Penonal Evangelism - Mlllloa 

Complete Prognm for WI._ lnd Teact.s 
Cont.ct: Wamn Wilcox, Director 303-118 5800, 2707 8. 

Lam•, St., Denver, co 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 a.utler ROICI 

Penucola, Florida 32508 
Phone 455-7581 

Sunday Blble11ucly 8:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., aDO P.M., 
WedMICiay Bible study 7:00 P.M., Ma R. MOler, EvangeRI1. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 a.utler ROICI 

Pensacola, Florida 325Cie 
Phone 804-453-3428 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, MaR. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Cent• St., V.P.W. HaiL Sunday 
d• ... 10:15; Wot'lttlp, 11:00. Phone 207·188-253&, or 888-
4383. Vlllton Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, Eat Brlatol Church of Christ Jult off 1·81 
between Elllt 3 and4 on Bonham Roed. Sunday 10:00A.M. and 
0:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703-lllt-1818, 
Kenneth Chambers, MlnlsW. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 8. Memorial Pity. 

Huntsville, Alabalftl 35803 
(205) 883-2180 

Suftdlr. Bible Study 8:00 A.M., Wor.hfp 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wedn.clay Bl~e lludy 7:00 P.M. WIIUam E. Wardaw, 
Evangel lat. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 l(atr FNeWq (1-10 WnQ 

Houston, Texa 170M 
(713) 412-121& 

Sundlr. Bible Stucly 8:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wecln81day Bl~e 8tudr 7:30 P.M.Jim Dobbe, Evangel lat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2142 Shelbf Slnet 

Indianapolis, Indian• 48203 
(317) 784-M80 

SUnday: Bible Studr 1D:OOA.M., Worship 11:00A.M. and8:00 
P.M., Wtdntlday Bible Study 7'.45 P.M. FNCI D•ll, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
Wewfii oonc.ct your refatlvel andfrtend&. Church meets at 112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12801. Or c:all Tom Tarbet (lt14) 412-o487. 

METRo-DENVER AREA 
Engl•ood Chwch of Clvtlt, 
4080 8. Logan 303-781t-4741t 

M.c BartH, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correlponclence Programmed tapH with written mawtel end 
tats. Alto you mar Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
spec:lalleaons on many subJedl. For Free lnform~Uon wrtte: 
lklnset Church ol Chrfl .. 2432 27th St., Lullboclr, TX 71411. 
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Wuhlngton, D.C • .,..- 20 mlnutu from our nation's capital, 
Church of Christ, 111 Eut Bnlddock Rd., AleunclrM, VIrgin .. 
22301, phone 703 • 83S-3083 or lt71-4147, Mark N. Hlcb, 
Evangelist. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
EltabDihed ..U«Jppprtlng congregation of 100 members In 
southern Idaho dellNI fuii·Ume PfNC'*. Send sermon tapn 
and resume wlth Educatlon/Eunlnp history to: Central 
Church of Chrtat, south 4th and H Streets, Rupert, ID 83350. 

MATURE EVANGEUST WANTED. Sound In Doctrine. 
Extensive Bible Knowledge Mel fonnal education NqUINCI. 
Send resume, family picture and s•mon leuon c.Mtta to: 
Eldera; Salt Lake City Church of Christ; 11112 Eat 1300 South; 
a.n LaJce cnr. utah M1os. 

Mlnllter wanted - •ta!llllhed congregation of 100 IHiclng 
full-time worker. Radio up. dniNCI. HouH and ult. provlclecl. 
Send Hrmon tapH and raume with educatlon/Mm!np 
hlltcHy to: 8Mrch Comm., Church of Christ, P. 0. Box It, 
.Janavtlle, WI 53547. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Energetic, Innovative penonal worker, 
mature In the faith, neeclecl for congregation of 50 plus (150 
... t bulldlng). No hobbles. Partial support helpfuL Praent 
prNCher of almo.t 3 r••leavlng In June to .ccept te.chlng 
poaltlon at ~lane Chrlltlan Untv.r~Jtr. Send resume, rwcent 
photo and leuon tape to: North Shew Church of Chrtat, P.o. 
Box 1153, Dannra, MauchuHttl 01a3. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small Olllahom• P•nhandle 
congNgatlon at Texhoma, Oldahom. II needing • full-time 
preacher. Partial support mar be needed. Untumllhecl 
housing II ••U.~e. Send resume to: Church of Christ, Box 
3lt2, Tuhoml, OK 75Mit. 

Preacher wanted for full time work. 8nWI W•t Texa 
cangNptlon of about one hundNd.lnteNited I*IOftlpleaae 
send resume to Sheffield church of Ctwllt, P. 0. Box 445A, 
Sheffield. T- 71t711. 

am.u lOUth T-church neecla acave, retlracl or Mml-retlred 
minister 8-1-14. 3 BIR house and utlutlel and moc1nt ulaay. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurre.t, 
T-78US. 

The Church of Christ In Rock 8prtnp, Te .. llloolclng for • 
full-time mlnlltar. If rm.atecl, please call one of 1M following 
for .cldltlonallntonnatlon: J. L GNer (512) 883-3051, Joe Ball 
(512) SS3-4224, or J. Ellis (512) 883-3105. 

WANTED - Experlencad preacher for • small NorthNitlm 
congregation. Send resume to Stettlng Church of Christ, Box 
103, Oneco, Conn. G8373, 1·20N84-1181. 

Wanted: FuJI artd/or put-time pruchw to help build • new 
wortc In the Brandon, Vamont ..._ ThiM to fiN familia now 
meeting In rented hilL Approx. 30,000 people In IUnouncllng 
., ... Only .,.aalaupport ••liable. Write (Hnd resume) to 
ChurchofChrllt,P.O.Box31,Brandon,Vermont05733,orc.ll 
Paul Rlcbardlon, G-4S8-2011t. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Available June 1. Dealre fuJJUme pulpit or educational ministry 
In So. G...t LU• ..._ BA In Bible wfth training In blbllc:al 
langu~~ge~, counHIIng,llpologetlca and penonal enngalllm. 
Some e..,..r.nce. Age 28 with family. Resume, t.,e available. 
ContKt Mike Devaner, 5118 Oaldelgti Rd., Mtgr, AL 38118, 
205-281-3458. 

FOR SALE 
The C... For The Chrlallan PoUceman 

T., •· Hlghloww 
ss.oo + 8N postage 

P. 0. Box lilt, Settallan, FL 32tA 

MISCELLANEOUS 
DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Uncondltlon.l 
8alntlon Denied. lntloductlon bJ Ire Y. Rice, Jr .......... • 
150 .,.a· •. 75 totiL .J. L Dawlcleon; Box a, Bert Brawn 
ROICI; Conroe, Te .. 77302. 

INVESTIGATEI The Firm Foundation trlet to screen 
.-..a.~ng, and wiD not lcnowlnglr take quatJonable 
.-..a.rng. But II II the ....,.., raponslbUltr to lnnstlpte. 
Like anr other .,...., we 10111etrm. unwiiUngly run an 
unworthy eeL Aa the old ..,rng goes, befON rou Invest, 
lnv..uptel 

Let•a all build the Firm Foundation. 
Sublcrlbe foryourfrlendaand getyourtrlenda 
to aubacrlbe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Yean $23.00; 3 y..,. 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five aubacrlptlona per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation ,.,. for the .,.,_r to ba aent to 
at teat 25 memben. Churcha m-r ba billed 
monthly at 24 can1l per laue. Bundle Rata
$9.50 per year par IUblcrtptlon (prepaid) 
when a bundle (mfnbnum of 10) Ia mailed to 
one acldrau. Churchn may ba bllfad monthly 
at 22 canta per copy per lllua. 

Sand all aubacrlptlona to: Poat Offlca Box 
17200, Penaacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membenhlp directory of the Lord's 
Church wtwe rou worship. Speedy--., reaonlbll pdce. 
Send for lnformdon and free sample cllrectory. Spangler 
Church Directory Printing a.mc., P. 0. Box 1710.Aubwn,CA 
~orQd(ltt~~~ 

NHd help COIW.tlng Jehovah'e WltMa"'' I can give you 
effective Info. Write: Bucldr MDIIr, 1154 Hllp. San Lancbo, CA 
MS77. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotharhood 
and any Debates. Warne Stephens, Box 215. Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

-yHe HEART WRmNG MINISTRY" FIM CclngregdonaJ 
Worbhop8 a.lua Fund for Needy Mlm.t.L For lnfonnatlon 
Write To: L D. Byrd; 11810 Greenville Ave., Suite 1101; Dallal, 
TX 75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for he leau. 
ump._ and prlcal. Bible Bindery, Box acas, Abilene, Tua 
71804. 

-WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
Many congregations are 
looking for Personal Work 
Directors. We need YOU! We 
can he I p you to be more 
effective in this area of work. 
One year course No 
Tuition - V .A. Benefits -
Write or call for more 
information. 

SCHOOL OF 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

(since 1979) 
Coleman Ave. church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 22307 
Memphis, TN 38122 

Phone: ·(901) 324-8831 
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''Time and Tide .. ''and This Opportunity! 

You can Still Hear ... Burton Coffman 
(Soon to enter his 80th year) 

ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING RESTORATION SCHOLARS 

OF THIS GENERATION 
Burton Coffman 

Stil1 in HEALTH, VIGOROUS, ALERT, ABLE, ENTHUSIASTIC, and in full possession 
of an ASTOUNDING MEMORY. He quotes the Lukan genealogy of Christ,' the book of 
Jonah, and countless biblical passages at will. He is amazingly EFFECTIVE. 

Author of: 
• THE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARIES IN 12-VOLUMES (6,000 PAGES) 
• THE COMMENTARIES ON THE MINOR PROPHETS IN 4 VOLUMES 
• A 700 page COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

(Completed in February, 1984, and to be available soon) 

Honored by 

THREE HONORARY DOCTORAL DEGREES 
FROM BROTHERHOOD COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Make Your Appointment NOW for: 

BIBLE EMPHASIS PROGRAMS 
(Usually running from Sunday through Wednesday or Thursday) 

CHOOSE WH.A TEVER BIBLICAL BOOKS UPON WHICH YOU WISH TO FOCUS 

MANY OF OUR BROTHERHOOD C HURCHES HAVE ALREADY PROFITED FROM THESE UNIQUE 
BIBLE EMPHASIS PROGRAMS, among them churches in LUBBOCK, Tex. (Broadway), OK LAHOMA CITY 

(N. MacArthur); IRVING, Tex . (S . MacArthur); NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Madison , Hermitage, Lebanon, West 
End), also in McMinnville, Sparta, Murfreesboro, and in August '84 in Franklin; in ARKANSAS, J onesboro, 
Atkins, Morrilton, and El Dorado; and also many others. 

HEAR A SCHOLAR WHO REFUTES EFFECTIVELY THE CRITICAL 
DENIALS AND SPECULATIONS OF BIBLE ENEMIES! 

Note: This advertisement submitted and paid for by 
GARDEN OAKS CHURCH OF CHRIST, Houston, Tex., where 
Brother Burton Coffman has just concluded an effective four·year 
ministry, and has now resigned to enter this wider area of service. 

OUR BROTHERHOOD MUST HEAR THIS MAN, while there is 
STILL OPPORTUNITY. 

SIGNED: 

ELDERS, GARDEN OAKS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

TO MAKE APPOINTMENT, PHONE 

(713) 524·9766 
Any Time, Day or Night 

or Write: 

BURTON COFFMAN 
2108 Branard Street 

Houston , Texas 77098 
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''DID GOD REALLY SAY THAT?'' 
Bobby Cullum 

It is often a question of attitude rather than under
standing that determines our response to God's will (Jn. 
7:_17). The lack of a proper spirit, in approaching the 
Btble, almost assures disobedience and rebellion. God's 
Word must be received in meekness (Jas. 1:21), with a 
recognition of its divine authority (I Thess. 2: 13). As 
Solomon said, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge." 

Every general apostasy from God has its origin in a 
failure to appreciate the Majesty who speaks in the holy 
scriptures. The .spirit of lawlessness which this inspires is 
what we sometimes term "religious liberalism." It is not 
to be equated with the misinterpretation of Bible 
passages or even the acceptance of false doctrine. One 
may be in error, and yet, not be compromising in his 
disposition toward the inspiration and authority of the 
scriptures. He may only need to be taught the way of the 
L~rd more perfectly (Acts 18:26). Conversely, a person 
m1ght have a correct understanding of what God's Word 
teaches, yet, express an indifference in regard to any 
?bli~ati~n it imposes (Jer. 36:23f). One could, by 
1mphcatton, hold a liberal position and not even be aware 
of it. He may not be inclined to r~ject the inspiration and 
authority of the scriptures in theory, but implicitly deny it 
in connection with a particular passage or doctrine. A 
person tn!ght find no problem in faith and repentence, 
but, bapttsm could prove to be a test of his respect for 
God's Word. It may be purely a matter of 
misunderstanding, or, the absence of the spirit of 
obedience. The latter well describes the attitude of a 
liberal. It is no exaggeration to say that this tendency is 
the most dangerous and destructive weapon in Satan's 
arsenal. 

The initial rebellion of our first parents, which brought 
a flood of misery upon the whole human race, was rooted 
in this kind of mentality. Listen to the tempter as he says, 

"Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the 
garden?'' Satan, by exaggerating the difficulty, implies 
that th1s command was unreasonable, and not conducive 
to human welfare. "Did God really say that," he chides. 
Soon he advances to a direct denial and contradiction of 

Liberalism and humanism are. twin sisters, 
born of the same evil spirit. 

the consequences which God had declared, by saying, 
"You will positively not die." 

This story of faithfulness followed by apostasy is 
witnessed throughout redemptive history. Church 
history, even in modern times, is replete with illustrations 
of the consequences which inevitably accompany this 
libertine tendency. Men who once stood ftrmly upon the 
foundation of God's oracles, now totter on the brink of 
uncertanity and irresolution. Educational institutions 
established for the expressed purpose of upholding the 
truth, seem to be finding less and less to uphold as the 
years go by. The mood to tolerate false doctrine and 
excuse wrongdoing has always been the most frightful 
enemy God's people have faced. Our generation may 
serve as the rule rather than the exception if this trend 
goes unchecked. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

FREEDOM FROM THE 
PUNISHMENT OF SIN 

"Every man shall be put to death for his own sin. "Thus read the law of 
Moses. It forbade the imposition of punishment on the relatives of the 
wrong-doer, but it had no mercy on the one that transgressed the law. 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die," was the conclusive ve rdict of the 
Jewish law; and such punishment was "without mercy under two or three 
witnesses" (Heb. I 0:28). In such phrases one can easily see the spirit and 
the letter of a law given in the early morning of time which stated, "The 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

T he words "sin," "punishment," and "death" are arresting words. They 
can only casually be spoken· and our attention is directed to them. Yet 
there are some beautiful thoughts that relate to each one. Witb the 
realization of these truths and proper response to them we can be the 
recipients of joy which is beyond huma n comprehension. 

DEAD IN OUR SINS 

F irst, we were dead in our sins (Eph. 2:5). 1 n the sight of God, all who 
reach the "age of accountabi lity" and walk according to the course of this 
world , are sinners. T hey obey and serve the prince that now works in the 
children of this world and are thus dead in trespasses and sins. One of the 
great facts of the Bible is that an individual may be alive physically but 
dead spiritually. This lesson must be lea rned if we are to ever feel the need 

Though we live in an age of grace, we also live under law, 
a law which provides pardon for the obedient but 

likewise destruction for the disobedient 
for a saviour. "Dead in sin" has such a terminal sound, but this is only the 
beginning, not the end of the Bible message for the man who is lost in 
disobedience. 

ONE HAS DIED FOR OUR SINS 

God so loved man that He gave His son to die for us (J n. 3: 16). It was 
by the grace of God that Christ tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9). 
And do not forget that Christ so loved us that He was willing to submit to 
the will of the Father and go to Calvary for the sinners of the entire world 
of every age. He bore our sins in His own body on the cross. God made 
Him to be sin on our behalf so that we who are sinners might be 
accounted as sinless (2 Cor. 5:21). All we who have sinned deserve to be 
sent to hell, but Jesus suffered our hell for us on the cross. At best it is 
difficult for us to understand the grace and love of God and the love of 
Christ that was demonstrated in the cross. 

WE MUST DIE TO OUR SINS 

Just as Christ died for our sins, we must die to our sins (Rom. 6:11). 
The gospel is God's power for the salvation of man, but man must be 
active in hi s obedience to God's plan of sa lvation. He must hear the 
gospel preached (Rom. 10: 17). He must believe the gospel - the facts of 
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the good news story (Heb. II :6; J n. 8:24). He must repent 
of his sins (Lk. 13:3), confess his faith in the Christ (Rom. 
10: 10), and be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38). At that point he is raised to walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4), for his ~'old man of sin" has been crucified 
and he is then free from sin because he has died to sin 
(Rom. 6: 1-18). 

The law showed no mercy toward the sinner. It plainly 
stated, "Every man shall be put to death for his own sin" 

"Did God Really Say That?" 
(Continued from Page I) 

We are beginning to hear a great deal about the threat 
of humanism. Liberalism and humanism are twin sisters, 
born of the same evil spirit. Both reek with the stench of 
human rebellion and self-will. Neither has any real 
reverence or regard for heaven's message. Each is rooted 
in subjectivity and the "wisdom of this world." When 
carried to their logical conclusion both these 
philosophies terminate in atheism. 

Certain subjects have a tendency to reveal a person's 
attitude toward the Word. They force submission or 
rebellion to the surface. This is especially true when the 
topic of discussion touches human relationships and 
emotions. The subject of marriage and divorce serves as a 
perfect example. In reviewing the current discussion, one 
discovers that two very distinct lines of argumentation 
have developed. The ftrst respects the authority of the 
scriptures and seeks to find Bible support for its 
conclusions. The second, in one way or another, 
undermines its inspiration and authority. The following 
illustrations will make this evident. 

One person contended, that, though a relationship is 
unscriptural, yet, it should be overlooked because God is 
gracious and merciful. He suggested that the following 
scriptures support this idea: Mt. 5:7; 9:12-13; 23:23; Hos. 
6:6; I Jn. 1:5-9. Thus he said, "We must be atuned to the 
exactness of the letter and also the higher principles 
employed by the master." This position demonstrates a 
woeful lack of appreciation for the authority of God's 
Word. 

(I) It assumes that God's mercy and grace may be 
enjoyed in impenitence and disobedience. 
(2) It confuses the type of mercy we may show and that 
which God administers in the forgiveness of sin. 
(3) It implies we have the right to extend God's mercy 
and grace (or the possibility of such) apart from the 
requirements of his Word. Logically, there is no sin 
that could not be excused on this same basis. Every 
sinful relationship condemned by the lower law of the 
letter (e.g., homosexuality) could conceivably be 
condoned by the same logic. We have no right to 
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(2 Kings 14:6). May we determine to hate sin and love 
righteousness. It should be our daily habit and desire to 
put the death of Christ and His blood between us and all 
allurements to sin. Though we live in an age of grace, we 
also live under law, a law which provides pardon for the 
obedient but likewise destruction for the disobedient (2 
Thess. 1:7-9). 

• -WilliamS. Cline, Editor 

distribute God's grace and mercy as we see fit (Acts 
20:32). 
(4) It puts God in contradiction with himself, 
suggesting that his mercy is in conflict with his Word. 
God does not forgive the impenitent (Lk. 13:3). 
(5) It misuses these passages. Though space will not 
permit a discussion of them, a brief study in light of the 
points made above, will demonstrate that none of them 
teach this position. 
(6) It ultimately empties the Bible of all authority and 
puts religion on a completely subjective basis. 

Another view has been set forth as follows: 

"Another, who is mercy-motivated, will take the 
position that every Biblical principle derives its 
validity from God's desire to promote human good 
and happiness, and that the strict application of a 

We have no right to distribute God's 
grace and mercy as we see fit. 

general principle of law which violates these 
parameters is a violation of God's will ... that God's 
laws are rooted in their intended objectives and as 
such are a means to a desirable end; when the 
context changes so that the desirable end is not 
realized, then implementation of the law becomes a 
counterproductive and sterile pursuit that does not 
have God's blessings." 

This _position is "rooted in humanism" and 
subordinates God's Word to man's every whim. It 
represents the basic philosophical element of ethical 
situationalism, and therefore must be rejected by all who 
fear God. 

One man concludes his material on the subject by 
saying, 

"Who is right: Each is right in trying to protect what 
he believes is the primary interest of truth. Each 
presents internal contradictions which seem beyond 
human intelligence to resolve. If the answers were as 
obvious and straightforward as simplistic solutions 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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"Did God Really Say That?" 
(Continued from Page 3) 

suggest, these problems would not have vexed the 
minds of church leaders throughout the Christian 
age. Perhaps, in the final analysis, only the Divine 
Intelligence knows the ultimate answers, and on the 
human level we have to bear with our own and our 
brethren's inconsistencies, muddleheadedness and 
lack of logic in a spirit of humility and forbearance. 
Especially, we need to accept another divine law: 

Does the fact that every one has a right to 
his opinion, mean that everyone's 

opinion is right? 

'Each servant standeth or falleth to his own Lord.' 
(Rom. 14:4)., 

What does this imply? Does the fact that every one has 
a right to his opinion, mean that everyone's opinion is 
right? A person may believe and live as he chooses, but, 
he wilJ be judged by the things which are written in the 
Book of God (Jn. 12:48). If the fact that problems have 
vexed the minds of church leaders throughout the ages 
forbids an uncompromising stand, how may this be 
applied to such subjects as, infant baptism, sprinkling for 

immersion, papal infallibility, instrumental music, the 
virgin birth, inspiration of the scriptures, etc? Does 
Romans 14:4 teach that no judgments can be made in 
regard to one's doctrinal position? Should they all go 
uncontested? This passage refers to matters of 
expediency. In matters of faith each stands or falls 
according to the teaching of his great Lord. Such 
positions cloud the Bible with uncertainty and rob it of all 
power. 

There are brethren, discussing both sides of this 
question, who have a deep commitment to the authority 
of the scriptures and seek to defend their positions by the 
Bible. However, it is greatly feared that the most popular 
arguments are of the species described above. Those 
determined to, "speak where the Bible speaks and be 
silent where the Bible is silent"(l Pet. 4: II), will not make 
arguments based on subjectivity (Jer. 10:23). We must 
never join Satan as a usurper of God's throne. Such 
reasoning assumes human omniscience and authority. It 
is a repetition of the unholy desires of our ancient parents 
to "be as God" (Gen. 3:5). The old serpent still tries to 
undermine and invalidate God's Word. We should no 
longer be ignorant of Satan's devices (2 Cor. 2: 11 ). In 
approaching God's word we must remove the sandals 
from our feet, seeing, the ground upon which we walk is 
holy. 
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''HIS WORD WAS IN 
MY TONGUE'' 

Stanley E. Sayers 

The sweet psalmist of Israel declared, "The Spirit of the 
Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue" (2 
Samuel23:2). The marvelous thing about the Bible is that 
every time you read a verse, you know it is the Word of 
God! The potent apostle to the Gentile forewarned that 
men would cease preaching the gospel and turn to the 
doctrines, dogmas and empty philosophies of men (2 
Timothy 3:5, 7; 4:3, 4). Jesus warned that every plant 
which His heavenly Father had not planted should be 
rooted up (Matthew 15:13). In the days of Jeremiah and 
today there are those who are the "prophets of the deceit 
of their own hearts" (Jeremiah 23:26). 

I was preaching in a gospel meeting in Vernal, Utah, 
strong Mormon country, when a Mormon family 
attended one of our nightly services- a rare thing- and 
I was preaching on the authority of the Word, quoting a 
considerable amount of scripture. A young girl, member 
of the family, went away profounded that I was a prophet 
for God was speaking through me. In reality, all I was 
doing was quoting scriptures I had memorized down 
through my earlier years. This both represents the need 
for teaching poor, untaught, deluded people, in so far as 
God's Book is concerned, and points up the fact that 
_quoting scripture is a powerful incentive to turn one's 
thoughts to God who inspired it. 

Less and Less Scripture 

I don't know where it all started, but we have fallen 
away from quoting scripture. Either it is not considered 
scholarly and elite, or looked upon as something of the 
past non-related to the needs of today. Or is it that some 
preachers lack the zeal (being kind with words) to 
memorize? It is said that brethren C. R. Nichol and Joe 
Blue would lie awake at night and one would quote 
scripture, moving right through the Bible, until he would 
perhaps make a mistake, or something to this effect, and 
the other would correct and take it from there and it went 
on into the night. I have heard it said that we have had 
brethren of the Book who, if the Bible were destroyed, 
could reproduce it from memory. A brother once 
retorted to me, "A parrot can quote scripture!" Yes, !1 
parrot can quote scripture; but does he know what It 
means? 

Someone told me of recent that he attended a service at 
one of our larger congregations and the speaker used one 
scripture during the entire sermon and it came at its end. 
Beloved are we ashamed of the Word of Almighty God? 
All the ~ommentaries and all the supplement aries and all 
the illustrations in the world will never, never, take the 
place of God's divine Word! This is why I am so 
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impressed by our opening text, "The Spirit of the ~ord 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. "The~e ts no 
greater way in which this can be true than in quoting the 
sacred scriptures of God. And precious preacher friend 
and brother, if you just cannot memorize and quote, a 
thing which adds great effect to a sermon, then read the 
Bible to the audience! We are getting farther and farther 
away from Bible preaching and more and. more liber~l 
and unstable in what we say, for we are quoting men! Thts 
is why I so appreciate men who know and quote the 
inspired source. This is why I appreciate so much men 
who have great familiarity with the scriptures. They may 
be holding a little pocket Testament upside down, but 
they will be quoting it right side up and verse, after verse, 
after verse. You can't beat that kind of preaching! This is 
impressive, perhaps old-fashioned, but impressive, 
gospel preaching. Brother Perry Blue, now. dec~ased, 
brother to Joe Blue, once said he clocked thts wnter at 
three hundred scriptures in one sermon. I don't 
necessarily recommend this, but that happens to be my 
style and I feel at home with it. Forgive the reference. We 
quote many, many things in life, historical so~uces, song 
writers, poets, etc., why not more and more Bible? And I 
know beyond any shadow of doubt that when we are 
quoting the scriptures, the Spirit of the Lord speaks by 
us and His Word is in our tongue. In no other way can 
this be said, unless we are openly reading the scriptures, 
and in cases this can be more effective. The occasion must 
be the ruling factor. 

Combating False Doctrine 

When Elijah confronted the priests of Baal, the S pi~t 
of the Lord spake by him, and His Word was upon his 
tongue. It was so with all the prophets, with God's great 
men of old, and with the apostles of our Lord. Today we 
are not directly inspired as were they, but we do have the 
same Word of God they had. In no more effective way 
can we preach the truth and combat error than to have 
the word of the Lord upon our tongues. First we must 
spend time with it, get to know it; kno~ it 'Yell, and make 
it a part of our thought pattern. David said ~hat he h~d 
laid up God's Word in his heart that he might not stn 
against Him (Psalm 119: 11), and His Word wa~alampto 
his feet and a light to his pathway (vs. 105). Thts could be 
said only by committing to heart the inspired message of 
Jehovah. Would to God it were thus with all of us today!. I 
feel elders should insist that their preachers fill their 
sermons with scripture- for how else are they to feed the 
flock - if they are to feed the flock the Word? 

I know there are those who will likely disagree with 
what I have said but I know no other way to have the 
Spirit of the Lord speak by us and h~ve His W~rd.in our 
tongues, without a profound acquaintance wtth 1t, an~ 
less on what men have said, regardless of therr 
scholarship. Once we honestly realize .what the Word of 
God is, that it is God literally speaking the Word, the 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"His Word Was In My Tongue" 
(Continued from 'Page 5) 

as the Word of God was in men's hearts, for they would 
have to preach. Like a fire, it burns within! The flames 
must come out! And when they do come out, there will be 
effective, profound gospel preaching. 

Holy Spirit literally conveying, convincing and 
convicting, and Jesus Christ becoming real through the 
God-breathed word - we will want to retreat to the 
method of the pioneer preachers and spend hours with 
the source itself. It was the late brother C. R. Nichol who 
said there would never be a shortage of preachers so long 

Generally speaking, the church will be no stronger than 
the pulpit. Brethren, let's get back to the Book and make 
powerful, dynamic, God-filled, God-fearing, Christ
adoring, soul-saving, members whose hearts we fill with 
only the Word! • 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbcn D. Goush. Editor 

THE MERCY 
OF GOD 

Titus 3:1-7 

Richard Guill 

In the verses before us we have an 
interesting treatment of the subject of 
the mercy of God. Verse five is a key 
to understanding the apostle's 
message. This verse describes 
Christians as being the recipients of 
God's mercy when "he saved us by the 
washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. "Verses 
one and two present the kind of 
behaviour which God expects of His 
children. Verse three is a reminder of 
how we acted before becoming 
children of God. Verses four through 
seven present the reason why we 
ought to act differently. 

Behaviour Expected 

"Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good 
work, To speak evil of no man, to be 
no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men"(Titus 3: 1-2). 

We need to look at verses 11-14 of 
the preceding chapter in context with 
these verses. The grace of God that 
brings salvation teaches us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts and live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
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present world. We are to be a peculiar 
people who are zealous of good 
works. What is involved in this kind 
of life? 

Obedience to authorities is 
involved. "Put them in mind to be 
subject to principalities and powers, 
to obey magistrates ... " God expects 
his people to be model citizens. We 
are not only to obey civil authorities, 
but are to pray for them (I Timothy 
2: 1-2). We are to look upon them as 
God-ordained ministers to "execute 
wrath upon evil-doers" (Romans 
13: 1-4). 

God's people are to be "prepared 
for every good work". The rich are to 
be taught to do good, be rich in good 
works, be ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate ( 1 Timothy 6:17-18). 
We are to be "zealous of good works" 
(Titus 2: 14), "careful to maintain 
good works" (Titus 3:8), and "learn to 
maintain good works for necessary 
uses" (Titus 3: 14). As we have 
opportunity, we are to do good to all 
men, especially unto them that are of 
the household of faith (Galatians 
6: 10). 

The third expectation has to do 
with the proper use of our tongue, 
"To speak evil of no man" (verse 2). 
Both in and out of the church this is a 
grave problem. How often we may 
grieve the God that is so merciful to us 
by what we say about others. When 
we speak evil of others, we 
demonstrate that true love is not in 
our heart (I Cor. 13:4-7). 

The fourth expectation has to do 
with our treatment of others, "to be 
no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men. "God's people 

are not to be belligerent and always 
"spoiling for a fight". Meekness is not 
weakness but strength under control. 
The meek person will have firm 
conviction and unwavering resolve, 
but will deal with each person gently 
as God in his mercy has dealt with us. 

Former Behaviour 

"Fo r we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived .. . " Notice the word "also". 
Sometimes we who are Christians 
may look at those who are yet in sin 
and wonder "How can they be so 
foolish? Why can't they see their 
folly? Why do they persist in their 
sins?" When we do so, we need to 
remember that before God's grace 
and mercy was extended to us we 
were just like that! We were just that 
foolish , disobedient, and deceived. 

We were also, " ... serving divers lusts 
and pleasures ... " These fleshly lusts 
"war against the soul" ( 1 Peter 2: II) 
and of the same he is brought in 
bondage (2 Peter 2: 19). In that 
condition one makes provision for 
the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof. 

We were also, " .. . living in malice 
and envy, hateful and hating one 
another. "This is the natural result of 
s uch self-centeredness as is 
demonstrated in the previous 
characteristics. When one only thinks 
of self and pleasing self, malice, envy, 
and hatred toward others will follow. 
One may even demonstrate such an 
attitude toward those who refuse to 
join with them in their si nful activities 
(1 Peter I :3-4). 
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God's Mercy Extended 

"Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost,· Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour; That being justified by his 
grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. " 

The mercy of God which is 
extended to sinful man and by which 
he is saved from his former 
conversation must become a 
powerful motivating force in his life. 
As one remembers what he was, and 
reflects upon how God has dealt 
mercifully with him, he must be 
motivated to .,live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present 
world" (Titus 2: 12). 

WHAT MUST I 
DO TO KEEP 

SAVED? (NO. 1) 
Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

In this and three installments to 
follow I wish to focus attention on a 
most important query which is set 
forth in the title - WHAT MUST I 
DO TO KEEP SAVED. This will be a 
follow-up to five articles I recently 
penned on WHAT MUST I DO TO 
BE SAVED. Other than becoming 
initially saved by obedience to the 
primary commands of the Lord ~s 
gospel it would be difficult to find a 
query more deeply meaningful to the 
human soul than the one we currently 
contemplate in this four-part series. 

IS APOSTASY POSSIBLE? 

Due to the fact that so many have 
taught the impossiblity of being lost I 
want to present a few crisp comments 
from the Scriptures that teach most 
clearly and positively that man can be 
lost after once being saved. Unless 
there is a possibility of our being lost 
it would be useless to discuss a theme 
like the current one. Did you know 
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When we remember our former 
way of life and reflect upon the mercy 
shown unto us, it should also cause us 
to look upon others in a different light 
and treat them differently. One is 
more hesitant to. speak evil of others, 
is apt to show meekness unto others, 
when he remembers that he was once 
like them and would still be except for 
the mercy which God extended unto 
him. 

Salvation is not by meritorious 
works of righteousness which we have 
done but is according to God~s mercy. 
The receiving of God ~s mercy involves 
"the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." 
Obviously this is a reference to the 
new birth (John 3:5). Regeneration 
literally means new birth~ The 
washing of regeneration is obviously 
the act of baptism. Thus, those who 

there are at least 2,500 · warnings 
within Holy Writ to the cogent effect 
that the child of God can so sin as to 
be lost? Would the Spirit of God give 
into the thousands of warnings about 
being lost if no danger existed in this 
direction? Does not the question 
carry its own weighty answer? Paul 
wrote in I Corinthians 9:27, "But I 
keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway." If no 
danger of apostasy for the Christian 
exists, then Paul buffeted (ASV) his 
body in vain. He expended efforts to 
keep it in the bounds of properly 
controlled bondage when no efforts 
like this were even needed. He feared 
he might be rejected and yet these fears 
were all groundless if apostasy is not 
even a remote possibility for any past, 
present or future Christian. In I 
Corinthians 10:12 the same apostle 
again penned the thought for the 
benefit of others for whom he was 
deeply concerned, "Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall." Why counsel Christians 
to take heed against falling if no 
danger of falling exists? 

The apostle Peter wrote, 

For if after they have escaped 

have been the rec1p1ents of God~s 
mercy to the salvation of their souls 
are those who have been baptized into 
Christ for the remission of their sins. 
Being then justified by his grace, we 
become heirs according to the 
promise (Gal. 3:26-29). 

"Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time" 
(I Peter 1:3-5). 

509 Mt. Pella Road · 
Martin, Tenn. 38237 • 

the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is 
worse with them than the 
beginning. For it had been 
better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, 
than after they have known it, to 
tum from the holy command
ment delivered unto them. But it 
is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, 
The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire (II Pet. 2:20-22). 

Does this sound like Peter considered 
apostasy as impossible for God~s 
children? 

It would be of signal interest to 
hear the advocates of N 0 apostasy 
tell us from where Judas FELL that 
he might go to his own place and just 
what that place he fell to actually 
was!! Judas was a Jew and under the 
Mosaic Economy he was in covenant 
relationship with God. This means he 
was a child of God under the Israelite 
Covenant. Yet the apostolic prayer in 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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What Must I Do To Keep Saved? 
(Continued from Page 7} 

Acts 1:25 affirmed that Judas fell and 
not only fell but fell away so definitely 
that he went to his own place and that 
place was not Abraham's bosom or a 
place of comfort just beyond death. 
Such language is decisive and 
definite. 

It would be of signal interest to 
know how a son of Abraham such as 
was the rich man of Luke 16 went to 
torments. This was under the Mosaic 
Covenant as is seen in the fact that 
Abraham reminded the pleading 
Dives (Latin term for riches) that his 
lost brethren back home had Moses 
and the prophets. This man was lost 
beyond death; his brethren back 
home were lost and yet they, plus the 
one now in torments in Luke 16: 19-
31, were all sons of God under the 0 ld 
Testament Covenant. These are but a 
sample of the hundreds of verses that 
could be given. But they prove 
conclusively that it is possible for a 
child of God to sin in such fashion as 
to be lost in eternity. 

With the possibility of apostasy 
squarely before us we are now ready 
to enter the main thrust of our study, 
i.e., what must you and I, if we are 
already Christians, do in order to 
remain among the .saved? 

WE MUST SUPPORT FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY THE 

CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD 

This means seeking God's kingdom 
first and making his righteousness a 
matter of pressing priority in our 
lives. Jesus expressed it so eloquently 
in Matthew 6:33 wherein we read, 
uBut seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you." 
We cannot put the church of Jesus 
Christ (the same as the kingdom of 
God) first if family comes first. We 
cannot put the kingdom of God first if 
job comes first. We cannot put the 
kingdom of God first if pleasure 
comes first. We cannot put the 
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kingdom of God or the Lord's church 
first if self comes first. 

If we are putting the kingdom of 
God or the Lord's church first it but 
means that we have already obeyed 
the gospel. It means we will already be 
living faithfully the Christian life. 
Putting the kingdom of God or the 
Lord's church first means taking 
seriously the inspired counsel 
couched in Hebrews 10:25 wherein we 
read, uNot forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching." Those who 
deliberately forsake the assembling of 
themselves together with persons of 
like precious faith and persuasion are 
not putting the kingdom of God or 
the Lord's church first by any stretch 
of the imagination. 

To put the church of our blessed 
Lord first means that we will worship 
in accord with the directions of Holy 
Writ. Jesus said, 

But the hour cometh, and now 
is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. 
God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth (John 4:23, 
24). 

Spelled out there in crystal clear 
language are the three essentials of 
true worship. (I) God is the right 
object. (2) He must be worshipped in 
spirit which is the proper manner, i.e., 
sincerity of soul. (3) He must be 
worshipped in the right way which is 
in total harmony with Biblical 
demands. We MUST worship this 
way to be right with God. We must 
worship this way if we are going to 
put the kingdom of God first. 
Worshipping God in this marvelous 
manner will greatly strengthen us in 
keeping the church first and foremost 
in our lives. Remember, reader 
friends, that it is not Christ OR the 
church but it is Christ AND the 
church. 

To put the kingdom of God or the 
Lord's church first means we will 
carry out God's mission for the 
church which is to preach the gospel 
to the whole world, to edify the saved 
and to help the needy. The bottom 
line of this mission is set forth in three 
comprehensive words - EVANGE
LISM, EDIFICATION and 
BENEVOLENCE. The mission of 
the church is redemptive in nature -
not recreational and entertaining in 
nature. This clearly stated mission in 
Holy Writ seems to be mighty hazy in 
the eyes of many brethren today who 
view the church in materialistic terms 
and not sp1ritual terms at all!! To put 
the kingdom of God or the Lord's 
church first we must desire to have the 
same type of organization (elders and 
deacons) as they had in New 
Testament times. There can be no 
deviation in this or any other realm of 
gospel specifics without incurring 
God's strong disapproval. We must 
call the church as he called it. We 
must respect the church as it. was 
respected by its first members. We 
must keep it pure and spotless to the 
very best of our ability. We must 
recognize God's law of inclusion (who 
are its real members) and his law of 
exclusion (who is not a member and 
who must be disciplined by ultimate 
withdrawal if all other forms of 
discipline fail). The ONLY way the 
church can be what God desires it to 
be is for each member to be what he 
should be. Each member must be 
willing to practice that religion that is 
both pure and undefiled (James 1 :27). 
When this is done the church of the 
Lord (the kingdom of God) will be 
pure, spotless and undefiled in the 
eyes of a watching world and a 
scrutinizing society. 

Reader friend, are you a member of 
the church you can read about in the 
New Testament? If you are not, you 
need to hear Christ, believe in his 
Deity, repent of all your sins, confess 
faith in Christ and be buried in water 
for the remission of your sins (Matt. 
17:5; John 8:24; Luke 13:3; Matt. 
1 0:32; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3, 4). The 
Lord will then add you to the church 
(Acts 2:47). If you are already a 
member of this blood-bought and 
heaven-sanctioned institution, what 
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are you doing to put it really first and 
foremost in your life? What are you 
doing to encourage others to place it 
first and foremost in their lives? 
Exactly what does the church of the 
blessed Lord mean to you and me? 
Where is its position in our preferred 
list of cherished priorities? Let each of 
us do some real soul searching at this 
pivotal point in our lives. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
MOVEMENT 

(No. 1) 

Peny B. Cotham 

When the armies of Napoleon 
began to overrun the historic 
European boundaries, it is said that 
William Pitt stood up in the British 
Parliament and cried: "Roll up the 
map of Europe. It will not be wanted 
for ten years." 

The "charismatic movement" is on 
an unprecedented rampage through 
the churches in the United States, and 
all over the world. It is crossing all 
denominational boundary lines, even 
blurring the distinction between 
Catholics and Protestants. So, many 
are saying: "Roll up the historical 
denominational distinctions. There is 
going to be a regrouping along new 
religious boundary lines." 

It is my honest opinion (after 
travelling in various parts of the 
world for the past twelve years) that 
the charismatic movement (which 
embraces Pentecostalism, neo
Pentecostalism, the "Jesus 
Movement," and most American 
"revivalism') is not a passing fad. It 
looks as if it is destined to sweep the 
whole religious world (the part that 
claims in any way to be "Christian") 
into the delusive frenzy of an anti
gospel religious excitement. At least, 
that is its aim. Sad, but true, many 
good, sincere people are becoming 
more and more involved in different 
phases of the charismatic movement. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 17,1984 

They do not see that it is leading them 
back to the religious philosophy of 
the medieval church and the Dark 
Ages, and that it is absolutely inimical 
to every eternal principle of the Word 
of God. 

In all the various denominations, 
churches are being split and religious 
leaders are being deeply divided over 
the Pentecostal issue. Even in groups 
of religious people who have so long 
been noted for much fundamental 
Biblical teaching, there is trouble. 
There are those who are for, and 
those who are against the charisma tic 
movement. One Protestant minister 
exclaimed: "American Protestantism 
is drowning in a sea of religious 
subjectivism!" Some of the 
denominational preachers now seem 
to feel guilty a bout the use of the word 
Protestant. It has become a dirty 
word. Paul Tillich said about thirty 
years ago that the Protestant era had 
come to an end. (This does not mean, 
however, that we accept the 
theological views of Tillich.) 

Even in the Lord's church there are 
those who have in recent years gone 
off into Pentecostalism. Our fervent 
prayer is that they will see the error of 
their way and come back to the truth. 
To them we make the appeal, "Come, 
let us reason together" (Isa. 1: 18). 
Truly, no one can hold to the teaching 
of the Bible and remain a part of the 
modem PeQtecostal movement. If we 
only realized it; gospel preachers now 
have an opportunity to proclaim the 
gospel of Christ as never before in 
their life-time, paralleled by the 
deception of Satan which is causing 
many men to be blind and 
unbelieving. 

Subjectivism 

The worst form of subjectivism is 
religious subjectivism. Subjectivism . 
is the common denominator of all 
false doctrines and religions. God's 
cure for subjectivism is the gospel of 
Christ. But the tendency is so often to 
forget the objective Word ofGod(the 
standard in all religious matters), and 
gravitate back to the subjective 
feelings. People want to talk about 
their "marvelous religious 
experience." 

It is now a common thing to hear 
people say: "I am a born again, Spirit
filled Christian. Let me tell you about 
my experience." They want to tell 
what it is like to receive the Holy 
Spirit. Some talk in detail about how 
the Spirit gives them revelations and 
marvelous religious sensations, as 
one said, "right down to the balls of 
my feet." We cannot imagine the 
Apostle Peter standing up on the day 
of Pentecost, proclaiming: "Men and 
brethren, I have just received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, and I want 
to tell you how wonderful it is. When 
the Spirit came upon me, it was like 
being thrilled with a vital electric 
current. I felt such a beautiful love 
and ·peace thrill through my whole 
body, right down to the balls of my 
feet." On the contrary, Peter made no 
such reference to himself or to his 
feelings. His message was Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. The great 
affirmation of the apostles was the 
gospel, not their own "exciting 
experiences in the Holy Spirit." Men 
needed to hear the gospel, believe the 

(Continued on Page 1 0) 
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The Holy Spirit Movement 
(Continued from Page 9) 

gospel, and obey the gospel. 
Salvation had been freely provided 
for all in Jesus, and offered to all on 
the terms of the gospel. The work of 
the Spirit was to enable the ap-1stles 
to preach the gospel without any 
mistakes, and to draw all men unto 
Christ through the word that they 
might be saved by an obedient faith in 
Christ Jesus. Jesus said to the 
apostles: 66He [the Holy Spirit] shall 
not speak of himself ... he shall glorify 
m~" (John 16:13, 14). 

Feelings are subjective. But when 
religious people are devoid of 
obedience to the Word of God they 
try to find some security in 
charismatic manifestations. 

Those who are being caught up in 
the Holy Spirit movement talk much 
about love, but love is obedient to 
God·'s will. Paul explained to the 
Galatians that faith works by love 
(Gal. 5:6; cf. John 14:15; I John 2:3-
4). It is commonly and erroneously 
thought that love is a physical 
emotion. In this kind of "revivalism," 
people become very infatuated with a 
sensual and exciting "experience" 
which they call "love for the Lord." 
But real love is a principle that 
transcends any feelings of rapture. It 
is keeping the Lord's commandments 
(John 14:2-24; I John 5:3). Bible 
obedience is not a matter of following 
uncertain voices within our own 
hearts, confounding human impulse 
as the movings of the Holy Spirit. The 
Word of God, given by the Spirit 
through inspired men (2 Tim. 3: I 6-17; 
2 Pet. 1:21; I Cor. 2:10-13), is the 
unerring, absolute standard of right 
and wrong. 

Many of the popular songs that our 
young people are singing today 
border on Pentecostalism. Take, for 
example, one song which proclaims: 

"He lives, He lives ... 
You ask me how I know he lives? 
He lives within my heart." 

But many of us were taught to sing: 
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"Jesus loves me this I know, 
For the BIBLE tells me so." 

That old song proclaims a message 
infmitely better than that of the other 
because its criterion of truth is 
objective - the BIBLE. 

Getting the Holy Spirit 

Members of the church are being 
told by their friends who are caught 
up in this movement to "pray for the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit," to "pray 
and wait for the gifts of the Spirit." 
(No one receives the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit today, and no one 
receives any of the miraculous gifts of 
the Spirit.) Then ·when they are told 
they have received the Spirit they are 
also told they can now speak in 
tongues. (The gift of speaking in 
tongues was the supernatural ability· 
to communicate the gospel in a 
foreign language that they had not 
learned.) Psychological gimmicks, 
such as, "letting go," 66absolute 
surrender," "total commitment," are 

supposed to bring the Holy Spirit. 
Pentecostalism teaches that the 
"experience of being baptized in the 
Spirit" is something greater and 
beyond being saved from sin by 
obedience to the gospel. In fact, 
Pentecostals talk about their 
"experiences" more than anything 
else. They think the church is 
composed of (I) ordinary ("camalj 
Christians, ~nd (2) "Spirit-filled 
Christians." (It is true that sometimes 
Pentecostals teach some truth, but it 
is impossible to embrace the 
Pentecostal doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit and hold to the teaching of the 
New Testament in its fulness. 
Pentecostalism is religious error. 
Their literature often speaks 
demeaningly about those who ~~only 
know Christ as a Savior." Later we 
plan to examine the Scriptures 
concerning the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, miraculous gifts, speaking in 
tongues, etc.) (More to follow.) 

I 814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie, Texas 75051 • 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years · Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Mancha::a Road, AL.Stin, Texa; 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHIITEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What'' and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail. a.dforrt lfort Worth). Teas 76021. Phone: 817-282-3911 
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GOD'S TEST OF THE 
FAITH OF 

ABRAHAM 
Burton Coffman 

The faith of Abraham was evident in Urr of the 
Chaldees where he promptly obeyed God's call from his 
native land to go unto a place that God revealed to him 
later. After a delay in Haran, the patriarch continued to 
obey the voice of the Lord; and over and over again he 
built altars, offe.red sacrifices, and continued to walk 
obediently in conformity with the will of the Lord. 

Despite the fact of God's loving approval of 
Abraham's early faith and obedience, the justification of 
Abraham took place upon the occasion when God tested 
his faith. Of course, Abraham's true belief in God had 
already been proved by a remarkable series of 
preliminary tests which Abraham successfully passed (I) 
by leaving his native land, (2) by his leaving his father's 
house, and (3) by taking up his journey again following 
the delay in Haran. Still, the great test remained to be 
met. 

"And it came to pass that God did prove 
Abraham, and said: Take now thy son, thine only 
son, Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains that I will tell 
thee of" (Genesis 22: 1-2). 

It is a great spiritual experience just to read Genesis 22 

and marvel at so great a faith which moved swiftly to do 
exactly what God had commanded. Abraham accepted 
Isaac as dead throughout three whole days of their trip to 
Moriah, "Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead; from whence also in a figure be 
received him" (Hebrews II: 19). 

When all preparations were complete and Abraham's 
hand was raised to slay Isaac, God intervened, as follows: 

"And God said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything unto him; for NOW I 
KNOW that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me" (Genesis 
22:12). 

The inspired writer James pinpointed the justification 
of Abraham as having occurred precisely in the very 
event we have cited here. 

"Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?" 
(James 2:21). (ASV). 

Paul's statement in Romans 4 that Abraham was 
justified by faith is in no wise contradicted by this, since 
James tells us exactly when his faith justified him, that is, 
when he passed the test God gave him. 

God has given men today a test of their faith, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16: 15). A 
man's faith will justify him when he accepts God's word 
and obeys it as did Abraham. If men truly wish to be 
accepted with God, then let them obey the word of God. 
The persons who refuse to obey the gospel will not be 
saved; they will be punished. (See 2 Thessalonians 1:8 
where these are specifically mentioned). 

2108 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 

WANTED 

• 
Make Plans To Attend The DATA PROCESSING MANAGER 

FIRM 
FOUNDATION 
LECTURESHIP 

Theme 

"The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth" 

September 9-12, 1984 
Austin, Texas 

Our 100th Year
September 1884 -September 1984 

fiRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 17, 1984 

An excellent opportunity for a hard-working, self-motivated individual 
to put his/her skills to work full-time for the Lord; a challenging career 
and rewarding ministry. An expanding international Christian ministry is 
seeking the right person for the position of data processing manager; 
supervise a staff of three operators, using an IBM System 34 computer. 
operating under RPG 2 programming language; maintain existing 
programs and develop new applications. Candidates with the following 
qualifications are asked to submit resume: 

*College degree (Bachelor's or Master's degree) 
*Minimum five years experience in programming 
*Thorough knowledge of RPG 2 and the IBM 34 
• Able to design and program new applications 

Send resume to: 
JERRY HARRIS ADVERTISING AGENCY 

825 Shreve-port Barksdale- Highway, Shre-veport, l.ouisiana 71105 
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Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

D I'm moving.------
(approx. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

0 Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

0 I'd like to become a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

0 My check is enclosed 
0 Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Foundation mailing 
label here. Mail entire ad to address 
listed, please. 

Mail to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 

For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Estevan, Saskatchewan 
announces a Homecoming-

Reunion August 9, 10 & 
11th, 1985 We are desirous 

of contacting all former 
members and their families, 
all relatives and friends of 

present members, all 
preachers who have held 
Gospel meetings here, all 

preachers who have served 
here - We hope you can all 
come to be with us for this 
great weekend of spiritual 

fellowship. 
Please contact 

Homecoming CommiHee, 
Church of Christ, 

1302 8th St. 
Estevan, Saskatchewan, 

Canada S4A 1 H& 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

April 25, 1984- Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Ad. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 

Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires BB hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

ENJOY CHRISTIAN CAMPING 
Bible classes, Devotionals, Forums, Bible Bowl Games, 
swimming, canoeing, Christian fellowship and much 
more in a picturesque hill country setting between 
Bandera and Medina on the Medina river. 

Eleven one week sessions 
All staff members dedicated Christians 

For more imformation contact: 

BANDINA CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 
P. 0. Box 1228 Alice, Texas 78333 

Phone 512-664-3657 512-664-7672 
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CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 

WANTED 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physic ian 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 11/ 2 hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training . Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 

AIJ..- Clvnrll#, 

Schoof of Reh'gion 
A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 

Undergraduate 
& Graduate 

Degrees In Bible 

Full Scnoll tJhjPJ A~•'''ble For Full T1me Stud11nt.s on Mtm CampuJ 
Gl AODtOII.cl OU Ct mpuJ Ptogr1m s A v1 111t>1e 

Cell Collect for Or. Ru A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277·3510 

8020 Allonto Htghwoy, Montgomery, AL 38117 

Tenth Annual Lectureship 
BELLVIEW PREACHER 

TRAINING SCHOOL 
MAY 13-17, 1984 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506-1798 
Max R. Miller, Director 

19th ANNUAL 

Haskell 

J ULY 9-14, 1984- HASKELL, TEXAS 
DIRECTOR: Holland Boring. S r. 
INSTRUCTORS: Holla nd Bo ring. Jr .. Bob C onnel, Bobby Simpso n, 

Pa ul Epps 
FO R: Men. Women. Boys. Girls 10 years and older. 
COST: Tuition - $45.00: Ro om and Boa rd - $ 100.00: O ther Materials - $5.00 

Under the O versight of the E lders - H AS KELL C H UR C H OF C HR IST 
HAS KELL SING I G SCHOOL; 510 N. Ave. E. 

Haskell, TX 7952 1 - (817) 864-310 I I 864-8969 

NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

FIRM FOUNDATION- APRIL17, 1984 

AMI FEATURES: 
• Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing Available 

Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

• IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 
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-SUITABLE FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL OR CLASS STUDY-
A Study Of The UNIQUENESS And The ESSENTIALITY of the CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christians Onlv - And The Onlv Christians 
THE BLOOD-BOUGHT CHURCH OF CHRIST AND THE UNITY WHICH IS IN 

HARMONY WITH THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD STUDIED IN THE LIGHT OF 
FOUR "LAWS" OF GOD WHICH ARE CRUCIALLY RELATED TO THESE MATTERS 

Thom111 B. Warren 

written by DR. THOMAS B. WARREN 
Unity based upon TRUTH is imperative in the sight of God. 

"The Psalmist said, " I am a companion of all them that 
fear thee, And of them that observe thy precepts (Psalm 
119:63). 

•Jeaua prayed, "Neither for these only do I pray, but lor 
them also that believe on me through their word; that they 
may all be one; even as thou, Father. art in me, and I in thee, 
that they may also be in us: that the world may believe that 
thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21 ) . 

"Paul demanded, "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Ephesians 5:11 ). 

Paper Bound, $1.95. See Your Local Bookstore, or 

Order From 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS. INC. 
P. 0 . Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 72401 
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"THE FIRM FOlfNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HA JIING THIS SEAL, THE 

19·84 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 
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THE FINALITY OF CHRISTIANITY 
Leslie G. Thomas 

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the 
prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath 
at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son 
(Hebrews 1:1, 2a). 

The ages of Moses and Christ are the only two 
dispensations, which are characterized by written laws, 
that is, laws which were given by Jehovah's authority, for 
the total gove~ment of his respective peoples, namely, 
Jews and Christians. The New Testament Scriptures are 
also designed to teach all men how to be saved, and 
thereby to become members of the body or kingdom of 
Christ. 

The Book of Hebrews describes the transition from 
Moses to Christ, as the passage quoted above clearly 
indicates. All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Christ (Matthew 28: 18; 1 Peter 3:22; Ephesians 
1:22, 23); and it is by him that all men will be judged at the 
last day (John 5:22; Acts 17:30, 31; 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the 
teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son (2 
John 9). 

John, in the passage just quoted, is warning the Lord's 
people against false teachers. The broad term which he 
employs - "whosoever" - applies equally to any false 
teacher during the early days of the church, our time, and 
throughout the Christian dispensation. 

The idea is this: Anyone who advances beyond the 
limits of the Christian doctrine, that is, the teaching 
which unmistakably has Christ's stamp of approval upon 
it, is without both the Father and the Son. (See Vincent: 
Word Studies in the New Testament, Volume II, page 
395; cf. Robertson: Word Pictures in the New Testament, 
Volume VI, page 253f). 

Not only are false teachers, and potential false 
teachers, warned against going beyond that which Christ 
has authorized to be taught; the apostle has a word of 
warning for those Christians who might contribute to the 
erroneous work of those teachers who are not content to 
remain within the confines of the New Testament 
Scriptures (2 John 10, 11). 

False teachers must not be encouraged by the Lord's 
people in any way. The people of the Lord should always 
strive toward the full meaning and significance of 
inspired truth, and always keep in mind, that their 
ultimate goal is to remain in the framework of that which 
Christ teaches. 

When the Holy Scriptures were first recorded, it was 
essential that the inspired writers use language, which the 
people of their day could understand. And it was also 
necessary for them to record the eternal truth in 
language, which w~uld never be out of date, and which 
would serve to instruct the people of all ages to come 
(Psalm 12:6, 7; 119:89; Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:25). 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing/rom him that 
called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel,· which 
is not another gospel: only there are some that trouble you, 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

SELLING THE WORD OF 
GOD FOR PROFIT 

Multitudes of churches seem to have developed the attitude that says, 
"If we hire the right preacher, good things will happen. The church will 
grow faster than it ever has, all existing problems will disappear, and 
everyone in town- especially the denominations- will think better of 
us than ever before." However, the evidence points to the opposite as 
being true. A strong church can usually overcome weaknesses in a 
preacher, and a weak church can usually have its destructive influence 
over a strong preacher. It may be that he has to move to another 
congregation to work, but nevertheless, the influence has been exerted. 

I have long been amazed that congregations expect the hiring of a new 
preacher to be a "cure all" for every problem, and then as soon as any 
problem surfaces they think that firing that same preacher will "cure all" 
of the problems. Congregations need to learn to work with their 
preachers instead of using them as scapegoats for every problem that 
comes along. 

Is the congregation where you are a member growing as it did in years 
past? Is it growing at all? If not, why not? Is it because your preacher is 
not a "go-getter" like the one you had fifteen years and five preachers 
ago? Or, is the lack of growth, among other things, a result of the fact that 
most of the members do very little to spread the borders of the kingdom, 
and expect most of the work to be done by the preacher? After all, many 
reason, "That's what we pay him for." 

If everyone worked for the Lord the way Christians are supposed to, 
then the lost would be taught, the weak strengthened and the faithful 
encouraged, and thereby the church would grow spiritually and 
numerically. On the other hand, if the only work done by many in the 
church is to put together a coalition to fire the preacher and bring 
pressure on the elders to hire a man that can "really get the job done," 
what can we expect other than congregational quarrels and stagnation? 

The power to convert the world and save the church is in the cross of 
Christ and not in human wisdom or some "big name" preacher. Paul 
said, "God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise ... " ( 1 Cor. I :27). Some of us in the church still need to learn this 
valuable lesson. What is good for the church is not measured by worldly 
standards. There was a time when members worked hard teaching the 
Bible, and the church grew. We became respectable in the community. 
Now many seem to be more concerned about our buildings and the 
"right" preacher than anything else, and as a result we are not growing as 
we once did. We are not to sell (peddle) the word of God for profit (see 2 
Cor. 2: 17), but in many places we have done just that. We have sold the 
word of God for profit and lost in .so doing. May we learn that we, with 
the word of God, are to convert people to Christ, not to the building or 
the preacher. 

Let us never be guilty of competing with those who sell their religion 
for profit. How dare we compare our preachers with the Billy Grahams 
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and the Jimmy Swaggarts. How dare 
we try to make him the center of 
attention and the drawing power 
instead of the Christ and His word. 

Let's be charitable in our 
consideration of gospel preachers. 
For the most they are a pretty good 
lot of men. They love the Lord and 
His church. They sacrifice more than 
most will ever realize. Don't pressure 
them by trying to make of them 

· something that God never intended. 
Work with them as they work with 
you and make a success of the existing 
preacher I congregation relationship. 
(If doctrine is a problem on either 
part and it cannot be worked out -
that is a different matter) . 

Perhaps these suggestions will help 
the work of your preacher and your 
understanding and appreciation of 
him. 

I. Do not wear the preacher out. If 
he preaches twice on Sunday and 
teaches a ladies' class and a mid-week 
class, let him sit in a Bible class on 
Sunday morning. Besides the rest, 
there is much good that can come 
from such an arrangement. On 
Wednesday evening have an elder or 

·some other man make announce
. ments and have different men extend 
the invitation. On some regular basis 
(the fo urth Sunday evening or the 
fifth Sunday evening) have a man of 
the congregation speak. Remember it 
takes many hours to prepare for the 
sermons and classes your preacher 
teaches. Take that into consideration 
and do not be unbearable m your 
demands on his time. 

2. Use visiting preachers when you 

COMING SOON IN THE 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
In May a column on 
"Problem Passages" 

edited by 
H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 
In July a column on 

"Questions and Answers" 
edited by 

Roy C. Deaver 
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can. This will give the congregation 
and your preacher a welcome change 
of pace. Surely no preacher is so 
jealous of "his" pulpit that he would 
not want others to fill it when 
occasions present themselves. 

3. Remember that all humans have 
slumps. We recognize this in athletic 

. players. When a baseball player goes 
:. 0 for 25 at the plate we accept the fact 
that, "He's in a slump. " Slumps are a 
part of life and we need to recognize 
the fact that preachers are humans 
and have their "ups and downs" too. 
They can't always preach a sermon 
that rates a "10." They don't a lways 
feel "great" and things aren't always 
"absolutely perfect" with them 
anymore than they a re with the rest of 
us. 

4. When you are in the audience be 
prepared to learn. Be well rested, 
attentive and appreciative of the 
spoken word. 

5. Look for ways that you can help 
the church. All are priests (I Peter 2:9) 
and all of us have responsibility to 
labour in the kingdom. We cannot 
hire a preacher, appoint an elder, or 
select a deacon to do our work for us. 

6. Remember that no preacher 
pleases all the congregation all the 
time. Perhaps no preacher pleases all 
the congregation any of the time. If 
you happen to be one that dislikes the 
preacher examine yourself. 
Remember there are others that like 
him. Forget the personalities. Love 
and appreciate him for his works 
sake, and as he labours faithfully in 
the kingdom, hold his hands up. 

7. Feed your appetite for 
preaching. Attend a good lectureship 
each year. Attend gospel meetings in 
your area. And by all means see to it 
that your preacher attends at least 
two lectureships. Don't talk of 
"letting him have the time off to go." 
That is absurd. Some of the most 
valuable time in the work of a 
preacher, and consequently for the 
congregation, is time spent at 
lectureships where sound Bible 
teaching is the norm. 

8. Treat your preacher as a 
welcome part ofthe congregation and 
community. In other words, make 
him and his family feel that they are 
on a permenant basis with you and 
not that the minute one thing goes 
wrong they should begin packing. Do 
all you can to insure that the future 
work of your preacher doesn't depend 
on the whims of a few brethren. Too 
many of us look upon preachers as 
hobos bumming from one 
congregation to the other. Such an 
attitude is tragic and contributes 
greatly to the constant turn-over of 
preachers in our brotherhood. 

There is more that we could say but 
such should be sufficient to stimulate 
thought. There must be a way that we 
all can work together in the greatest 
cause on this earth - the cause of 
Jesus Christ. And as food for 
thought, remember - if you are 
looking for a "perfect" preacher and 
in all reality there is, somewhere, one 
to be found, what makes you think 
that he would ever move to your 
imperfect congregation? 

• -W. S. Cline, Editor 
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The Finality Of Christianity 
(Continued fr~m Page 1) 

and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or 
an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel 
other than that which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema. As we have said before, so say I now again, If 
any man preacheth unto yo.u any gospel other than that 
which ye received let him be anathema (Galatians 1 :6-9; 
read also verses II and 12; cf. I Corinthians 4:17). 

One has only to read that which Christ authorized to be 
preached, and what Paul and other inspired teachers 
actually taught, in order to see the significance of the 
terms "preach" and "received", in the passage just quoted 
(cf. for example, Mark 16:15, 16; Galatians 3:26, 27; 1 
Corinthians 18:8). 

The literal meaning of the term "pervert", as used in the 
passage now under consideration, is to change from the 
right course, to turn around (cf. Goodspeed's 
translation). The order which Jesus gave, is believe, 
baptized, saved; while the popular idea of many today, is 
believe, saved, baptized, if one so desires, although 
baptism does not and will not contribute to one's 
salvation. 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the 
same shall judge him in the last day. For I spake not from 
myself,· but the Father that sent me, he hath given me a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life eternal: 
the things therefore which I speak, even as the Father 
hath said unto me, so I speak (John 12:48-50; cf. Luke 
10:16). 

-WANTED
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 

The passage just ·quoted is sufficient to show us that we 
have in the Holy Scriptures, exactly that which God 
wants us to know; and we are specifically assured that the 
teaching of Christ, which is made known in the New 
Testament, and nowhere outside of it, will be the 
standard of judgment at the last day. 

Any information which we may obtain, anywhere, 
which will enable us to learn more about the teaching of 
Christ, can be beneficial to us; but, by the same token, 
anything which we learn elsewhere, which will lead us 
away from the teaching of Christ, which is found only in 
the Holy Scriptures, will be both futile and fatal. What, 
then, is the safe .course to pursue? The inspired apostle 
Paul has the answer; namely: 

I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, 
who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: preach the word,· be urgent 
in season, out of season,· reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when 
they will not endure the sound doctrine,· but, having 
itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their 
own lusts,· and will turn their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables. But be thou sober in all things suffer 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill thy ministry 
(2 Timothy 4: 1-5). 

The "word of God" is that body of truth, contained in 
God's revelat~on to men; and which has been recorded by 
inspired writers. Not only must one stay within the limits 
of God's revealed will; it is equally true, as was pointed 
out under Galatians 1:6-9, that the divine message must 
not be changed in any way whatsoever ( cf. Isaiah 55:8, 9). 

4203 Brainerd Road 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 
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An excellent opportunity for a hard-working, self-motivated individual 
to put his/her skills to work full-time for the Lord; a challenging career 
and rewarding ministry. An expanding international Christian ministry is 
seeking the right person for the position of data processing manager; 
supervise a staff of three operators, using an IBM System 34 computer, 
operating under RPG 2 programming language; maintain existing 
programs and develop new applications. Candidates with the following 
qualifications are asked to submit resume: 

*College degree (Bachelor's or Master's degree) 
*Minimum fwe years experience in programming 
*Thorough knowledge of RPG 2 and the IBM 34 
• Able to design and program new applications 

Send resume to: 
JERRY HARRIS ADVERTISING AGENCY 

825 Shreveport Barksdale Highway, Shreveport, Louisiana 71105 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 24, 1984 



MEMPHIS SCHOOL 
OF PREACHING 
LECTURESHIP 

John G. Priola 

March 25-29, 1984 were the dates 
of the eighteenth annual Memphis 
School of Preaching lectureship. The 
lectures are held each year at the 
Knight Arnold Road church of Christ 
building. The Knight Arnold elders 
oversee this great work. The theme of 
the lectureship this year was 
Challenges of First Century 
Christianity - Acts 1-11. The 
attendance was excellent, with the 
spacious auditorium almost full each 
evening. 

This year's lectureship featured a 
luncheon on Tuesday afternoon for 
the FIRM FOUNDATION. 
Brethren Robert Taylor and Garland 

Elkins spoke commendatory words 
on our behalf. The FOUNDATION 
also took this opportunity to 
announce some special projects we 
have planned for the near future. 
More details will be released in the 
FOUNDATION shortly. 

On Tuesday evening, the elders of 
the Knight Arnold congregation were 
honored for their faithful service. 
Plaques acknowledging their 
devotion to truth were awarded to 
each elder. The men who oversee the 
congregation are: James A. Bobbitt, 
Bert Embry, Floyd Hayes, Dorrence 
Kirby and Harold Mangrum. These 
men are deserving of the honor which 
has been bestowed upon them. It was 
a delight to see honor given to whom 
honor is due. Two former elders were 
also honored. Brethren James 
Hutson and Jerry Lee have both 
moved to Washington. These men 
served Knight Arnold well before 

·.being transferred by their employer. 

The alumni association held their 
annual banquet and selected Bobby 
Wood to serve as President for the 
upcoming year. Jim Dearman was 
selected Vice-President. The alumni 
are a very integral part of the school. 
Brother Curtis Cates, director of ~he 
school, announced that the MSOP 
was a $600,000 a year operation with 
the Knight Arnold congregation 
assisting a little over $100,000. The 
alumni are responsible for helping to 
raise the additional $500,000 needed 
i~ operate. Thus far, the alumni have 
responded to the challenge. 

The lectureship book can be 
ordered from the Memphis School of 
Preaching for $5.00 each. Also, tapes 
of the lectureship are available from 
the school. Send all requests to: 
Memphis School of Preaching, 4400 
Knight Arnold Rd., Memphis, TN 
38118. 

• 
WHAT MUST I DO 
TO KEEP SAVED? 

(NO.2) 

he must get rid of, practices he ceases to do. This is the 
noble negative with · which he must be constantly 
challenged. Then there are things he must add to his life. 
This is the positive facet of his newly acquired faith. 

To remain saved the Christian must lay aside the works 
of the flesh. The apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians and 
stated in crystal clear terms these words of weight and 
warning, 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

Each person begins his Christian race by obeying the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. This adds him to the Lord's 
church. It makes of him a Christian. He becomes a child 
of God. He is then in covenant relationship with God the 
Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. He is then on 
praying grounds and pleading terms with high and holy 
heaven. But primary obedience to the gospel of God is 
only the beginning. The Christian must then think in 
terms of keeping saved. That is the thrust of our current 
four-part series for FIRM FOUNDATION. The frrst 
article in this series focused emphasis upon the fact that in 
order to remain among the saved one must render full 
support to the church of Jesus Christ. He must seek the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness first as Jesus_ 
counsels us to do in Matthew 6:33. A stately specific of 
how this is to be done is our study at this time. 

TO KEEP SAVED WE MUST BE RIGHTEOUS 
AND GODLY IN LIFE 

There are two very strong and obvious implications set 
forth in this propositional title of our current study. 
There are things that must be omitted in one's life, things 
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Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these,· Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God (Gal. 5:19-21). 

These were sins to which the people of the first century 
were quite naturally attached and normally prone to 
practice. They are not any less common in our day. They 
still continue to be a spiritual menace to all Christians, at 
least some of them and to some degree. 

Paul told the Ephesians to put off the old man with his 
sinful ways and malicious deeds. In Ephesians 4:22-31 
Paul wrote so succinctly and stingingly, 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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What Must I Do To Keep Saved? (No.2) 
(Continued from Page 5) 

That ye put off concerning the former conversation 
the ?ld man, which is corrupt according to the 
_de~ettfullusts,· And be renewed in the spirit of your 
m1nd,· And that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man 
truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of 
another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the 
devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let 
~im labour, working with his hands the thing which 
lS good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use 
of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, 
with all malice: ... 

Righteous and godly lives cannot be lived unless we are 
willing to do what Paul sets forth in this great Ephesian 
passage of pithy exhortations. 

Again Paul wrote the Colossians in Colossians 3:5-9 
and stated, 

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth,· fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath 
of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In 
the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 
your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye 
have put off the old man with his deeds,· ... 

The apostle Peter expressed the momentous matter this 
way in I Peter 2: I, "Wherefore laying aside all malice, and 
all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings." Certainly, we should all witness the practical 
widsom in discarding these things from our life. Beloved 
read~rs, we CANNOT practice the ways of sin and 
rematn among the saved. How we live determines our 
standing in the sight of God and NEVER allow some 
misguided preacher to deceive you into thinking that how 
one l_ives h~s nothing to do with where you will be in 
etermty. Quite to the contrary, it has EVERYTHING to 
do with_ it and this is NOT ruling out God's grace for his 
grace will not save those who fail to ·live as his BOOK OF 
GRACE commands. 

But the discarding of the evil only gets the job half 
done. That only takes care of the negative. The other side 
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oft~~ coin is just as i~p~rtant. We must be positive in the 
~ddttton of that which 1s good to our lives. The Bible 
Inculcates that we add the C~ristian graces to our lives. 
Peter wrote, - · . 

A~d be~ide this, giving all diligence, add to your 
fauh VlTtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to 
kn~wledge temperance,· and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; And to 
g~dliness bro.therly kindness; and to brotherly 
k1ndness char~ty. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he waspurgedfrom his old sins. Wherefore the 
rather! brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure,· for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall,· For so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (II Pet. 1 :5-
11). 

These valiant vi_rtues are lar~ely self-explanatory; they 
need to be practiced and not JUSt talked about from time 
to time in sermons and Bible Classes. 

Paul counsels all Christians to put on the robes of 
righteousness. In Colossians 3:12, 14 the veteran apostle 
wrote, 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
be!oved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
m1nd, meekness, longsuffering,· Fore bearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a qua"el against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things put on charit}', 
which is the bond of perfectness. 

There is no finer chapter in the New Testament stressing 
the beautiful basics of Christian living than Colossians 3. 
Faithful practice of its precious and powerful principles 
by EVERY Christian in all congregations of the Lord's 
people could spiritually revolutionize the church 
promptly. Quickly, we could make the world aware of 
our presence. 

Paul commands in Galatians 5:22,23, "But the fruit of 
the Spirit is ~ove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness; 
goodness, fatth, Meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law." What a marked contract between these 
nine ingredients and the seventeen specific works of 
worldliness in Galatians 5: 19-21. Too many worldly 
members of the Lord's church are too interested in 
choosing what practices they like from the ways of the 
world. Such peopl_e, unless they repent, are NOT going 
home to heaven In yonder's world and that is FOR 
SURE!!! 
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IN CONCLUSION The apostle Paul somewhat sums it all up in a 
comprehensive duet of verses written to the evangelist 
Titus. In Titus 2: II , 12 the peerless Paul penned the 
remarkable statement, 

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world; ... 

Paul tells us what we must deny; ungodliness and worldly 
lusts. He tells us how we must live with self (soberly or 
inwardly), how we must live before and with others 
(righteously or outwardly) and how we must live before 
and with God (god ly or upwardly). 

Are you a C hristian? If not, you NEED to hear the 
words of Christ, believe in hi s Deity, repent of your si ns, 
confess faith in C hrist as God's Son and be baptized 
(immersed) in water unto or for the remission of sins 
(Matt. 17:5; John 8:24; Luke 13:3; Matt. . 10:3~; Acts 
2:38). The Lord will ' then add yo u to the church (Acts 
2:47). Are yo u currently a mong the saved? Do you want 
to remain in that saved condition? Then we have listed 
some things in this lesson you must be and not be, some · 
things you must do and not do if among the saved you 
would remain. 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbcrl D. Gough. Editor 

THE DISCIPLINE 
OF A HERETIC 

TITUS 3:9-11 
W. Terry Varner 

These verses gives us a few of the 
meagre details of the false teachers 
who troubled the church on Crete 
(I : I 0-16). The heresy on Crete was 
apparently simila r to the problems at 
Ephesus: (I) "questions" (Titus 3:9; I 
Timothy ·1 :4; II Timothy 2:23); (2) 
"genealogies" (Titus 3:9; I Timothy 
I :4); (3) "strivings about the law" 
(Titus 3:9; I T imothy I :8ff.) ; and ( 4) 
they resulted in dissension" (Titus 3:9; 
I Timothy 6:4; II Timothy 2:23). 

In the epistle to Titus, Paul had 
ea rlier affirmed the need of Titus and 
of the Christians on Crete to: (1) hold 
fast to the faithful word ( 1 :9); (2) 
teach and speak sound doctrine (I :9; 
2: I); (3) rebuke false teachers sharply 
(I: 13); (4) be sound in the faith (I: 13); 
(5) turn not from the truth (1: 14); (6) 
be balanced in sound doctrine and life 
(2:7-8 , 12); and (7) adorn themselves 
in the doctrine of God (2: 10); 
however, this is o nly half of his 
purpose in writing to Titus. Paul not 

FIRM FOUNDATION-APRIL 24, 1984 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

only instructs Titus to live righteously 
and to be sound in doctrine, but a lso 
Titus was to watch for false teachers 
a nd teaching and to see that these 
were dealt with within the body of 
Christ (1:10-16; 3:9- 11). 

THE TEXT: TITUS 3:9 

From the positive standpoint, the 
text does not condemn every question 
in ha ndling scripture. Paul himself 
disputed often, as a C hristian (Acts 
9:29; 17:2; 18:4, 19; 24:25; Philippians 
I: 17), as did others, concerning their 
faith and hope (Jude3; I Peter 3:15). 
Solomon points out that it is the mark 
of a fool to ask no questions, but to 
believe everything (Proverbs 14: 15; 
15: 14). 

From the negative standpoint, we 
are to "avoid foolish questions," i.e., 
unnecessary questions which do not 
edify. In II Timothy 2:23, Paul says, 
" but foolish and unlea rned questions 
avoid ." Added to these " foolish 
questions," that are to be avoided, are 
the arguments of the false teachers 
advanced from "genealogies, and 
contentions, and strivings about the 
law." These contain neither wisdom 
nor learning, while making a show of 
both. T hey are cancer-like; they eat 
the very life out of Christianity by 
dest roying its unity a nd sound 
doctrine. Paul admonishes a ll to 
"avoid" because the y are (I) 
"unprofitable and vain" (Titus 3:9) 
and (2) "do gender strifes" (II 
T imothy 2:23). 

TITUS 3:10 

The mention of"foolish questions" 
and "co ntentions" n a tura lly 
introduces the "heresy" of the false 
teachers that are described as 
"here tics." The word "heretic" means 
"'one who takes up any doctrine in 
opposition to, or inconsistent with, 
the fundamental truths of the 
Gospel;' especially if anxious to 
promulgate his own notions , ... " 
(Bloomfield , Notes On The Greek 
Testament (London: Longman and 
Green, 1839, II, 457). Thus, a heretic: 
(1) raises his own opinion against and 
above the sound doctrine of God's 
Word; (2) does not build but tries to 
overthrow sound doctrine; (3) seeks 
to spread his elevated teaching and 
error; (4) destroys the unity of the 
church; (5) produces the works of the 
flesh (Galatians 5:20); and (6) has 
moved off the foundation of solid 
sound doctrine. 

Paul does not instruct Titus to (1) 
ignore or (2) fellowship the heretic for 
the sake of peace within the church at 
Crete, but rather instructs Titus to 
attempt to reclaim him (them) for his 
(their) false teaching and divisive 
ways. T he reasons to reclaim the false 
teachers are twofold: (1) the soul of 
the false teacher or heretic is a t stake 
and (2) the unity of the church for 
which C hrist prayed (John 17:20-21) 
and the purity of the sound doctrine 
to which they were to speak and hold 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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The Disciptine Of A Heretic 
(Continued from Page 7) 

fast was at stake. However, if they 
refused to heed the "first and second 
admonition" (Titus 3:9), Paul 
instructs Titus, and the brethren at 
Crete, to "reject" him; i.e., to have 
nothing more to do with him ( Cf., II 
Timothy 2:23). 

TITUS 3:11 

The spiritual condition of the 
heretic is set forth as: (I) "subverted," 
(2) "sinneth," and (3) "being 
condemned of himself." The word 
"subverted" means that he has turned 
himself, by his false teaching or 
heresy, out of the way of sound 
doctrine which they were to "speak" 
(Titus 2: I) and "hold fast" (II 
Timothy 1: 13); thus, "perverted." The 
word "sinneth" literally means "he is 
sinning" or continues in the sin of his 
false teaching and div~siveness after 
the warnings or advice ·or others. This 
implies a sinful heart. The last phrase 
dealing with his being "self
condemned" means that his actions 
justify the rejection or withdrawal of 
fellowhip before the church and the 
world. 

SOME LESSONS 

The following are a number of 
lessons either stated or implied in the 
text of Titus 3:9-11. 

1. There Is "Sound Doctrine" and 
"False Doctrine." We can know 
"sound doctrine" (Titus I :9 and 2: II) 
and we can know "false doctrine" 
(Titus 1:10-16 and 3:9-11). ''Sound 
doctrine" is spiritually beneficial and 
profitable; whereas, "false doctrine" 
is unprofitable and vain." "Sound 
doctrine" secures the unity for which 
·Jesus prayed (John 17:20-21 ); "false 
doctrine·· is divisive and destroys that 
unity. 

2. Sound Doctrine Must Be 
Taught. Doctrine which is "sound" is 
healthy. beneficial or profitable. 
Sound doctrine must be taught and 
defended (Jude 3 and Philippians I :7, 
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17). The text implies that those 
holding to "sound doctrine" are to 
speak up and speak out for the truth 
and against the false teaching. 

3. There are heretics. Paul calls 
them heretics because they have 
attempted to elevate their opinion 
above God's Word as truth and they 
were divisive with their teaching. 
Heretics or false teachers are not 
"sound in the faith •• (I: 13), nor do 
they "speak" that which becomes 
"sound doctrine•' (Titus 2: I). 

4. False Teachers Must Be 
Answered. Titus nor the brethren in 
Crete were not to (I) ignore or (2) 
allow them to continue. They were to 
be "admonished" and their mouths 
"must be stopped" for they taught 
"things which they ought not" (Titus 
I: 1 0). The "first and second 
admonition" would involve, by 
implication, the pointing out of their 
error and the teaching of truth in 
order to reclaim them for Christ. This 
text is fatal to the advocates of"unity 
in diversity doctrine." The teaching 
must be sincere, patient, and done in 
meekness (Galatians 6: 1). 

S. Heretics Failing To Repent Must 
Be Rejected. If "after the first and 
second admonition," the heretic does 
not repent, he must be "rejected" 
(Titus 3: 1 0). To Rome, Paul said, 
" ... mark them which cause division 

COMING SOON IN THE 
FIRM FOUNDATION 
In May a column on 

"Problem Passages" 
edited·· by 

H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 
In July a column on 

"Questions and Answers" 
edited by 

Roy C. Deaver 

and offenses contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid 
them" (Romans 16: 17-18). Timothy 
was to "withdraw thyself" (I Timothy 
6:3-5). We are not to "receive him into 
your house, neither bid him God 
speed: For he that biddeth him God 
speed is a partaker of his evil deeds" 
(II John 9-11). He is to be as "an 
heathen man and publican" 
(Matthew 18:17) who has been 
"delivered unto Satan" (I Timothy 
I :20) and with whom we are to "have 
no company" (II Timothy 3: 14). He is 
to be rejected because he is 
"subverted, and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself" (Titus 3: II). 

6. Congregations Must Respect 
The Other's Discipline. The 
"rejected" or "withdrawn" brother 
can be restored only by repentance 
with the congregation who withdrew 
from him. Sister congregations must 
respect the scriptural withdrawal by 
another congregation. But, so often 
this is not the case and they welcome 
with open arms the erring brother and 
aiiow him to be critical of his former 
congregation and the elders. Let us 
not encourage a withdrawn brother in 
his error. We must remember that 
scriptural withdrawal is practiced 
because it is the last or only hope left. 
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THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

MOVEMENT 
(No. 2) 

.A LOOK AT 
HISTORY AND 
THE FUTURE 

Perry B. Cotham 

The way to read the future is to 
look at the past. "History repeats 
itself," we are told. "They who will 
not learn from the past are doomed to 
repeat it." But we learn from history 
that people will not learn from 
history! 

Church History 
The sixteenth century swing from 

Roman Catholicism to justification 
by faith (mostly "faith only'1 brought 
a tempestuous fury and changed the 
course of religious history. No one 
who knows the Bible would want to 
contend that the Protestant 
Reformation completely recovered 
the purity of the faith which existed in 
the apostolic church. The Reformers 
did not always agree among 
themselves; they were not always 
consistent in every area. So they did 
not all at once abandon every error 
that had been brought into existence 
during the Dark Ages. But they did 
pave the way for the great 
Restoration Movement that later 
followed. The Reformation brought 
into existence many different 
religious sects (denominations). 
These sects were not without some 
truth. However, in the time of the 
Reformers there were some who gave 
great prominence to the work and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. As some of 
the Protestant bodies grew larger and 
became more ritualistic, sensationa
lism arose. In Germany, for example, 
Pietism arose as a reaction against the 
cold, dead orthodoxy of the Lutheran 
Church. Much of the Pietism 
recaptured the spirit of the great 
Catholics mystics, and resembled it in 
its sentimental devotions. 

10 (266] 

Eighteenth century En,gland 
witnessed a remarkabl~. movement 
which was also a reaction to the dead 
formalism of the Church of England, 
in the work and teaching of John 
Wesley and his followers. In this 
respect at least, Wesley was probably 
the most outstanding man of the 
eighteenth century in any country of 
the world. He was one of the most 
successful itinerant evangelists of 
emotionalism and "faith only" 
doctrine. His effect on the whole 
national life of England (especially on 
the working class) was remarkable. 
His influence was also felt in 
America. His long suit was 
"sanctification." He had been greatly 
influenced by Pietism and certain of 
the Catholic mystics. Methodists, 
therefore, emphasized the "power of 
the Holy Spirit" in their lives, and 
told of their "experiences." (Older 
people today can remember the 
"mourner's bench" system of"getting 
religion" and the "shouting," etc., 
characteristic of their revivals.) 
Though sincere, they were grossly in 
error. 

Eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century American Protestantism, 
therefore, became heir of much of 
Methodism's religious fervor. But 
America developed its own style and 
brand of revivalism. They were the 
days of the big tent, or camp, revival 
meetings. These were. the days of 
great religious excitement. Often 
great emotional excesses, such as 
"godly hysteria," "the holy laugh," 
falling, jerking, shouting, barking like 
dogs, etc., were not uncommon in 
many groups. (This was the power of 
the Holy Spirit working on the 
people, so they thought.) 

In the nineteenth century, Charles 
Finney was such an evangelist. (His 
Systematic Theology is still one of the 
most popular manuals on theology in 
the Pentecostal Church today.) 
Finney's preaching led people into a 
very emotional, crisis experience, and 
a seeking after an holiness that would 
be acceptable to God. In all these 
revivals, the predominant emphasis 
was to find God in a very dramatic, 
emotional, inward experience. These 
meetings were far more experience
centered than gospel-centered. 

A bout the middle of the last 
century, the Methodist Church 
(which was then the largest church in 
the United States) experienced a 
remarkable resurgence of interest in 
the doctrine of the "second blessing." 
This development spilled over into 
other Protestant bodies, and by about 
1869 it became known as the 
"holiness movement." Independent 
"holiness" publications sprang up all 
over the country. The movement 
spread even to England. The 
emphasis that was popularized in the 
holiness movement was concerning 
the victorious, Spirit-filled life. 
(Holiness-type books can generally 
be detected by titles that major on 
"experience" rather than on the 
gospel.) The holiness movement is 
based on subjectivism, and because of 
this it is more in harmony with 
Roman Catholicism than with old 
line Protestantism. 

In the 1890s the Methodist Church 
fmally took a stand aaainst the 
holiness movement. Consequently, 
between the years of 1890 and 1900, 
some twenty-three holiness 
denominations were founded. 

Toward the end of the nineteenth 
century, many within the holiness 
movement began to speak about and 
seek "the baptism of fire." One 
branch of the movement was called 
the "Fire-Baptized Holiness Church" 
(originating in Iowa in 1895 and led 
by Benjamin Irwin). Those receiving 
the "fire" would often shout, scream, 
fall in trances, or speak in other 
tongues. The logical outcome of this 
religious trend was the appearance of 
the twentieth-century Pentecostal 
movement, which generally traces its 
beginnings to the ministry of Charles 
Parham, ofT opeka, Kansas in 1900. 
Hence, the Pentecostal movement 
arose as a split in the holiness 
movement. So, John Wesley was 
father to much of the 19th century 
religious fervor, and one of his 
children was the Holiness movement, 
which gave rise to the Pentecostalism 
of the 20th century. The Pentecostal 
movement came into being directly 
on the issue of insisting that the 

(Continued on Page II) 
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The Holy Spirit Movement 
(Continued from Page 10) 

physical sign of speaking in tongues 
was the evidence of the baptism of the 
Spirit. Yet the basic emphasis of the 
two movements remains the same. 
Pentecostalism is the inevitable end 
of subjective revivalism. 

What About The Future? 

Now, where will Pentecostalism 
lead? 

For a number of years the Roman 
Catholic Chur~h has been making an 
effort to break down Protestantism 
and get the "separated brethren" back 
into the "fold." Every influence 
possible has been at work to 
accomplish this, and definitely the 
drift has been back to R omanism. 
The pope recently visited services at a 
Lutheran Church in Rome. This is 
why Catholic authors are now saying 
that the Pentecostal movement is a 
"way of reconciliation between the 
Protestant Movement and the 
Church." Catholics are being told to 
"prepare for the inevitable return of 
the 'separated brethren"'- under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit 
Movement. 

The fact that many in the Holy 
Spirit Movement are now anti
Catholic makes no difference; they 
are simply in the dark about how the 
heart of emphasis is in profound 
harmony with Catholicism. 

In the last decade .the drift toward 
Rome has become like that place in 
the Niagara River where the boatman 
reaches the point of no return as the 
water rushes on toward the falls. 
From 1900 to 1960, the Pentecostal 
Movement has continued to grow 
outside the mainstream of 
Protestantism. By 1960, it had 
attained a world-wide membership of 
about eight million. At that time men 
began to call the movement .. the third 
force in Christendom." 

Then about 1960, a remarkable 
change took place. Pentecostalism 
began to jump the denominational 
boundary lines and to penetrate the 

fiRM FOUNDA nON-APRIL 24, 1984 

mainline Protestant churches. As 
John Sherrill said in his book, They 
Speak with Other Tongues, "the walls 
came tumbling down." Soon there 
were thousands of Episcopalian, 
Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and 
other Protestant ••Pentecostals." This 
interdenominational phase of the 
movement became known as the neo
Pentecostal, or charismatic, 
movement. It was no longer a 
separate denomination, but an 
experience that transcended all 
denominational lines. Those sharing 
the "experience" in different 
denominations saw themselves as 
having more in common with each 
other than with non-charismatics of 
the same church. Many confidently 
predicted that this was the beginning 
of the greatest revival the world had 
ever known. 

Toward the end of the decade, the 
neo-Pentecostal movement made two 
further astounding strides. It entered 
the new youth culture and became 
known as the "Jesus Movement." (It 
is estimated that ninety percent of the 
"Jesus People," as they are called, 
have some form of Pentecostal 
experience.) Many from the drug 
culture became "high" on Jesus 
instead of drugs. Then, to crown its 
success, the neo-Pentecostal 
movement entered the Catholic 
Church in about 1967. After a modest 
beginning in its great centers (like 
Notre Dame), it is now spreading 
rapidly in the Catholic Church, 
attracting the support of cardinals, 
bishops, and thousands of priests and 
nuns. Since Roman Catholics are 
now receiving the identical 
"Pentecostal experience" as 
Protestants, the old-line Pentecostals 
are having to re-evaluate their 
attitude toward Roman Catholicism. 
Traditionally anti-papel, the 
Pentecostal churches are changing 
their stance since "Pentecost" has 
come to Rome. Hence, as many 
Catholic authors are pointing out, 
Pentecostalism is more at home in the 
ancient church. It is more at home 
there because the overwhelming 
Pentecostal emphasis on the 
subjective experience is in essential 
harmony with the tradition of the 

Roman Church. Definitely, neo
Pentecostalism certainly does 
nothing to unsettle the faith of 
Catholics in their church and 
traditions. Indeed, Catholics stand in 
good favor to gain tremendously by 
the Pentecostal movement. 

So, the 1970s brought people to a 
great ecumenical phase of the 
charismatic movement. Now 
Catholics and Protestants unite in a 
great charismatic fellowship. They 
say that the charismatic movement 
holds the hope of "healing the 
wound" of the sixteenth century. It 
may, for there is a remarkable 
similarity between Pentecostalism 
and Catholic mysticism. The startling 
fact of the crumbling of Protestant 
resistance to Pentecostalism 
illustrates the decadence of the 
Protestant churches. Now 
charismatic literature is infesting the 
land like the frogs of Egypt. Never has 
such a mass of religious literature 
been so devoid of the gospel of Christ. 
Then there are the TV and radio 
programs, plus the FGBMFI. 

What now, then, does the future 
hold in the realm of Catholic
Protestant religion? Will there be a 
restoration of the power of the 
ancient Roman Church to dominate 
the minds and enslave the consciences 
of men? Will the Protestant bodies 
finally cease to exist, and be brought 
into the fold of Catholicism? We do 
not know. But don't forget, Rome 
knows the score. She reads what is to 
be. Finally, what effect will this have 
on the churches of Christ, who are 
opposed to the charismatic 
movement? Will many of them fall 
away? (More to follow.) 
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All Lessons Back In Print 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
BIBLE C.ORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

SIXTEEN BIBLE 
LESSONS 

I. A Background Study of the Bible Itself 
2. The Old Testament and the New 
3. From the Creation to the Conquest of Canaan 
4. From the Judges of Israel to the Restoa:ation of the Jews 
S. Understanding Your New Testament 
6. The Life of Christ 
7. The Two Covenants 
tc. The Establishment of the Church 
9. First Christian Converts 

10. How the Church Grew 
II. The Conversion of Saul 
12. The First Gentile Converts 
13. Justification By Faith 
14. By Grace Are You Saved 
15. Religious Authority 
16. The Great Restoration 
Answer Sheet 

Bible Correspondence Course 
Lesson No. I 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW 

As you talce up your Bible, you will notice that there is a blank paae about two
thirds «<f the way tluouah it. That blank pap comes at the end of what is c:om
mcmly called the Old Tmament. It comes immediately befcne what is tenDed the 
New Teslament. 

These two major divisions of your Bible are Important. You must thcrouahly 
:,staod the sign!Scance of each cf them bftcne ycu cao hope to uoderstud your 

The Old Testament w11s Cod's law to the Jew. It was never IDtended to be kept 
by Gentiles. It details God's deallna "ith the race from Adam down to Christ. Tbc 
New Testament records God's law for all mm, both Jew aDd CellUle, since Jesus' 
death c.n the cross. It is mast important for us to realize that God's will for us is 
found In the New Testamrnt-not In the Old. 

Here are three reasons why we rannct today go to the Old Testament to !ad 
what CoJ rrqulrrs of us: (1) The Old Testament was God's law to the Jew. You 
were nner under it. The tm commandments wt>re given to the Jew oni)'-IICVCr to 
the CenUle. (Read Exodus, chapters 19 and 20.) You cannot break the ten com· 
mandmrnts any more than you can break the law of China. You are not and never 
wue undrr them. (2) The Old Trstammt newr rontaloed a plan of salvation, not 
even for the Jew. At best, all he could do with his sacriBces was to postpone the 
punishment fer his sins for a y~r. His sacrillces rould oot take away sin. (3) You 
are not under the Old Trstament because Jesus took the law of Moses out of the 
way at his death. MHe taketh away the old (covenant) that he might ntablish the 
new (covenant) by the which "ill wr are sanctiSrdM (Heb. 10:10). 

The Old Testament is divided into Sve natur11l divisions: (1) the books of law: 
Cenrsls, Exodus, Le'·iticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. (2) The books of hiJtory: 
Joshua, Jud~tr~. Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezn, 
Nehemiah, and Esther. (3) The books of poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecdesiutes, 
Songs of Solomon. (4) Thr Major Proph .. ts: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lament11tlons, Ezekiel, 
Daniel; and (5) the Minor Prophets: the last 12 books. 

Luke gives a dil!htly diflrrmt arrangement, notina only three divisions: the Law, 
the Prophets and the Psalms (see Luke 24:44). 

The &nt division, the Pentateuch 111 It is pnerally called, Is generally accepted 
as the works of Moses. It relates the history of the human race from the time God 
created Adam until the nation of Israel was ready to enter Canaan. In thU divldoo 
we Snd the story of Creation, the Fall, the F1ood, the call of Abraham, the birth cf 

Due to heavy demand several lessons have been out of stock. We appreciate your 
business. Many congregations have selected these lessons as their Bible 
Correspondence Course. We now can fill all orders. Order yours today. 
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BASIC 
PRINCIPLES 

OF 
RESTORATION 

Burton Coffman 

Marvin Powell, head of the 
Nashville, Tennessee School of 
Preaching, and a distinguished 
author and preacher, outlined the 
following as basic principles of the 
Restoration: 

I. The all-sufficiency and alone
sufficiency of the Scriptures. 

2.Therighlofprivakjudgment. 
3. A "thus saith the Lord in matters 

of faith and practice. 

AJ.&....CiwisJ;.,. 

Schoo/ of Religion 
A.M., B.A .• B.S .• M.A., M.Th. 

4. Christian unity upon the basis of 
the New Testament. 

5. Calling Bible things by Bible 
names. 

6. Disavowal and rejection of 
human creeds. 

7. Christ the only creed. 
8. The name "Christian" to be used 

exclusively as a name for the 
followers of Christ. 

9. The autonomy of every local 
congregation. 

I 0. Liberty in matters of private 
opinion. 

II. Recognition of the authority of 
Christ in all things. 

I2. A proper division of the Bible. 
13. Preaching the conditions for 

the forgiveness of sins as proclaimed 
in the New Testament. 

I4. A restoration of the New 
Testament church in creed, name, 
doctrine, polity, worship, and life. 

To this accurate and appealing 
outline, we wish to add a few other 
things as follows: 

Undergraduate 
& Graduate 

Degree• In Bible 

I. The basic assumption that wide
spread apostasy from. true 
Christianity is now clearly visible 
everywhere, and that, as prophesied 
in the New Testament, serious · 
violations of God's word are a present 
characteristic of Christianity in the 
general sense. 

2. The conviction that the Bible 
provides a scriptural example of how 
a restoration should be effected, in 
the instance of Josiah's example. in 
the Old Testament. 

3. That the only possible guidelines 
of restoration are to be found in the 
New Testament alone. 

4. That the departures from the 
word of God so widely observed are 
not innocent or inconsequential, but 
fatal and destructive. 

5. That the doctrines, practices, 
and innovations which have marred 
Christianity are "vain," as declared by 
the Saviour himself (Matthew I5:9). 

2I08 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 • 

Full Scholarstups Ava•lable For Full T•me S!uctenll on Mam Cempus. 
Gl Apptovect 0/t Campus Programs Ava•lable 
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MAY 13-17, 1984 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 
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Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes from Beaumont, 1% hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 
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LISTEN! 
William V. Clary 

Many of the parables of our Lord 
begin with this word. We are 
commanded to dev~lop faith and this 
comes by hearing (Romans 10: 17) 
which will require one to listen. The 
old saying that God gave us only one 
mouth but two ears; therefore, we 
should listen more than speak is 
certainly true. 

We must be careful about what we 
listen to, however. The cynics declare 
that God is no lo.nger alive and not 

worthy of following. The···'iJible .: 
refutes this false teaching (John 6:57). 
The world states that we can do what 
we want and still be all right. Jesus 
refutes this in John 14: 15; we must 
keep or obey his commandments if we 
love him. 

As we listen to the teachings from 
God's word we will reap many 
benefits. Salvation, inner peace, 
forgiveness, and unity, are just a few 
things that will be ours when we 
follow the Book of Books. Also, we 
will miss some things that can only be 
missed by listening. By obeying God 
and listening to His word we will not 

face : drunkenness, murder charges, 
immorality, ·accusations that can be 
confirmed of dishonesty, etc. 

Brethren, there are certain sounds 
that we should heed and uncertain 
sounds that we should avoid. We can 
differentiate between the two when · 
we study to show ourselves unto God 
(2 Timothy 2: I 5) and listen to the 
words of our Master. 

May God give us the wisdom to 
recognize the need to listen to Him 
and respond accordingly. 

856 S. State St. 
Lincoln, IL 62656 

SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

GRADES K-8 

COMING SOON 
IN THE FIRM FOUNDATION 

Base Pay $11,300 + Benefits 
Write 

In May a column on 
"Problem Passages" edited by 

Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue 

Covina, Ca. 91722 

H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 
In July a column on 

"Questions and Answers" edited by 
Roy C. Deaver 

NEW BOOK BY 
G. K. WALLACE 

"AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
AND RETIREMENT 

SERMONS" 
One of the most unforgettable 

preachers of the 
twentieth century 

Order From 
Mary Lois Forrester 

P. 0. Box 723 
High Springs, FL 32643 

$7.95 + $1.00 Postage and Handling 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh. pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Eleven wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton - all carefully sealed so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all time!.. Price: Large carton each S3. 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 

. - FIRM FOUNDATION ~-. -. 
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sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~.Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard. clear plastic and have 
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~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 
~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 
~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $13.95 per thousand 
OIDU A YIA&'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House; P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL 32502 
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DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
Do Barr Rd., 99508. Will contact retatlves or friends In Alaska. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 583· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. •E'' SL Sunday 9:30 a 10!30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. can 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793.0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Qassroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wlvea and Teachers 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303-988~800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wednaday Bible study 7:00P.M., Max R. Miller, EvangeUst. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4650 Saulley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

FuD 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. HaiL Sunday 
dasea, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-
4383. Vllftora Welcome. Wrtte about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, Eat Bristol Church of Chrlat Just oH 1-81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
lUG P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703-669-1898, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntavllle, AlaiHima 35803 
(205) 883·2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. end 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Sti'Mt 

lncllanapolls, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45 P:M. Fred Davis, Evangel lat. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We wUI contact your relatives and frlendL Churchmeetaat112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Taltlet (914) 482.0467. 

METRO·DENYER AREA 
Englewood Church of Chrlat, 
4890 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
testa. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
tpeelalleaaons on many aubfecta. For Free Information write: 
Sunset Church of Chrlat, 2432 27th SL, Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
Established self-supporting congregation of 100 members In 
southern Idaho desires full-time preacher. Send sermon tapes 
and resume with EducatloniEamlnga history to: Central 
Church of Christ, South 4th and H Streets, Rupert, ID 83350. 

Minister wanted - established congregation of 100 &eeklng 
full-time worker. Radio exp. dealred. House and uiL provided. 
Send sermon tapes and resume with educatlon/eamlnga 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 9, 
Janesville, WI 53547. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Energetic, Innovative personal worker, 
mature In the faith, needed lor congregation of so plus (150 
seat building). No hobbles. Partial support helpful. Present 
preacher of almost 3 years leaving In June to accept teaching 
poaltlon at Abilene Christian University. Send resume, recent 
photo and Ieason tape to: North Shore Church of Christ, P. 0. 
Box 153, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small Oklahoma Panhandle 
congregation at Texhoma, Oklahoma Ia needing a luii·Ume 
preacher. Partial support may be needed. Unfurnished 
housing Ia available. Send reaumo to: Church of Christ, Box 
392, Texhoma, OK 75949. 

Sman south Texas church nooda active, retired or semi-retired 
minister 9-1-4J4. 3 B/R house and utilities and modoat salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrias, 
Toxas 78355. 

Wanted: Full and/or part-time preacher to help build a new 
work In tho Brandon, Vermont area. Three to five famJUea now 
meeting In rented hall. Approx. 30,000 people In surrounding 
area. Only partial support avallablo. Write (send resume) to 
Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 32, Brandon, Vermont05733, or call 
Paul Richardson, 802-459·2019. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Available June 1. Dealre lulltlme pulpit or educational ministry 
In So. Great Lakes area. BA In Bible with training In biblical 
languages, counseling, apologetics and personal evangelism. 
Some experience. Age 26 with family. Resume, tape available. 
Contact Mike Devaney, 5956 Oaklelgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 36118, 
205-281·3456. 

Colored Gospel Preacher (39), family • 20 years experience 
&eeka congregation to work with August 1984 or later. 
Cerlbbean Mlulona plus local work. Have trained students for 
rn!aalon field evangelism In the local church. Strong In pulpit; 
personal evangelism a priority. Graduate· Caribbean Christian 
School of Preaching; B.A. In Communications from K.S.U., 
plus 1 year Harding Unlveralty and Christian Union 
Theological Seminary, Dominica W.l. Graduate work In 
Religion and Community AHalrs ·Columbia Pacfflc University. 
Contact: Mitch M. Williams, P. 0. Box 45, Socorro, NM 87801, 
Phone (505) 835-3812. 

Preacher, age _!50, mlulonary experience, 25 years preaching, 
dealrea to relocate. Wile haa elementary certificate. 501·288· 
4319. 

PREACHER DESIRES TO RELOCATE: Graduate of Freed· 
Hardeman College with a B.S. In Bible, lfl years old, 12 years 
oxp., married, two children atlll at home. Bobby Crowell, P.o. 
Box lfl2, Wray, CO 80758, phone 303-332-4487. 

HELP WANTED 
GOVERNMENT JOBS. $18,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. C811805-687-6000 Ext. R-4348. 

Christian Neurologist In solo private practice looking lor 
partner, BE, EEG, EM G. Please reply: 802 Main Street, Melrose, 
MA 02176. (617) 665·3972. 

Instructors needed to teach Personal Development Courses. 
Excellent part-time Income poulbllltles lor those witting to 
work. Even greater outreach poulbllltles and self growth 
rewards. For details and free Information write or call: 
Succeuful Uvlng Institute, 1401 Wilshire Dr., Odeaaa, Texas 
79761, 915·333·3516 (after 5:00 p.m.). 

MARRIED COUPLE NEEDED: We are looking for a mature, 
married couple to serve aa House-Parents for tho Christian 
Training School for Ex·OHenderL Room and board provided. 
Maximum number of men Is 12. Former offender or person 
experienced In Jatl/prlaon ministries preferred. No children. II 
Interested, please contact the·elderl or Buck GriHith, mlnlst8f, 
Windsor Park Church of Christ, 4420 S. Staples, Corpus 
Chrlatl, Texas, AC-512/992-8251 or send resume. Tho need Is 
urgent. 

FOR SALE 
The case For The ChrlaUan Policeman 

Terry M. HlghtOWBI' 
$5.00 + aM postage 

P. 0. Box 659, SebaaUan, FL 32858 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSSES AVAILABLE for donation to any bua ministry In need 
of one or more. 1968 Ford, eo paa., 1964 lnt'l, 86 paL Also, for 
aalo Ia a London double-decker bu1. Cell Colorado, 303~223-
7768 for Information. 

DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Paperback· 
150 pages • $5.75 total. J. L. Davidson; Box 82, Bert Brown 
Road; Conroe, Texas 77302. 

How many religious pertodlcala do you aublcrlbe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation trlea to screen 
advertlalng, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But H Ia the reader's responafblllty to Investigate. 
Uke any other paper, we aometlmea unwHUngly run an 
unworthy ad. AI the old saying goes, before you Invest, 
lnvesUgatel 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate -$11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum live subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per lsaue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one addresa. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any DebateL Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For Jist of those dealrlngto correspond with other 
slnglea, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llaL Give age • opUonal. 

~HE HEART WRmNG MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund for Needy MlnlsterL For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite #106; Dallal, 
TX75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write lor free leather 
samples and prlcea. Bible Bindery, Box 2'85, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-80~87 4-1804 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 765 71 
817-94 7-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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OH,FOR THAT BEAUTIFUL 
BALANCE! 

Mark K. Lewis 

Extremes beget extremes. It has always been this way, 
and tragically, probably always will be. And this 
principle is also true in the Lord's church. I was ta lking 
to a preacher today who is having a pro blem with a 
member where he works. It seems this member is reacting 
to the recent version of the "C hristians in a ll 
denominatio ns" doctrine by insisting that if a preacher 
does not quote Acts 2:38 in every sermon he is liberal and 
unsound. Anti-ism has led io lib~ra lism, which, in turn , 
will beget a right-wing extremism again (if it hasn't 
already done so) if we are not ca reful. Beloved, let's aim a t 
that beautiful balance. Paul wrote in Eph. 4: 15, 
"Speaking the truth in love ... " We must stand for the 
truth, unbendingly a nd uncompromisingly, but if we do 
not do so with tender hearts filled to overflowing with 
love, compassion, a nd bowels of mercy, we are 
overbalanced in the wrong way. Let's ana lyze these 
thoughts. 

Preach the Word! There can be no questi on that in 
recent years in the Lord 's church there has been a 
tendency away from "Thus saith the Lord ," distinctive, 
Bible preaching. In too many places, brethren are saying, 
"The sermons we hear could be preached in a ny 
denomination in town and not disturb anyone." Too 
many preachers are trying to be cute and funny, or show 
how intellegent they are, ins tead of proclaiming the soul
saving message of J esus C hrist. When we avoid pertinent, 
needed subjects in favor of psychological or socia l 
discourses, we fall far short of Paul's admonition 
concerning "speaki ng the truth." We a ren't going to be 
free from the blood of all men until we shun not to declare 
all the counsel of God (Acts 20:26-27). The job of the 
gospel preacher is to preach the preaching that God bids 
us (Jonah 3:2) and to ·'preach the word" (11 Tim. 4:2). I 
believe the greatest verse on this point in the Bible is 

fo und in Jeremiah 26:2: "Thus saith the Lord: Stand in 
the court of the Lord 's house, a nd speak unto all the cities 
of Judah , which come to worship in the Lord's house, all 
the words that I command thee to speak unto them; 
diminish not a word." "Jeremiah, you speak to all the 
people all the words I command you, and do not diminish 
a word!" Beloved, are we really being faithful to this 
ultra-important matter? The word of God is what saves 
men 's souls (Jas. 1:21). It is God's power to save (Rom. 
I: 16). We are literally being spiritual criminals when our 
sermons a ren 't filled . with God's everlasting message. It 's 
time we got off the jokes, games, gimmicks, stories, and 
psychology; it's time we quit trying to impress people 
with how cute or smart we are; it's time we ceased 
" the ends justifies the means" kick we are on, and get back 
to preaching the Book of Ages. Our people - and 
especially our youth - need to be hearing distinctive 
preaching - that is, preaching that sets the Lord's church 
apa rt from every religious denomina tion in the world . 
They need to be hearing the truth about the one church , 
instrumental music, God's plan of salvation, the 
cessation of miracles, divorce and remarriage, purity of 
life, etc. Man 's real problem has never changed, since the 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

YOU AND YOUR LITTLE BUNCH 
All my preaching life - more than forty years - I have faced the 

unreasonable a nd prejudicial taunt that "you and your little bunch think 
you are the only ones that will be saved." Time was when that type of 
sa rcasm was used exclusively by denomina tiona! preachers in order to 
put down and belittle what they could not otherwise handle. 

It has ever been true that when an argument o r position could not be 
answered honestly and open ly, those who opposed that argument or 
position resorted to sneering remarks. Not very honorable, but what else 
are they to do? When Jesus correctly identified the father of certain Jews 
in his day, they answered, "Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and 
hast a demon?" (John 8:48). They didn't know what else to say. They 
could not answer the truth he spoke to them. They didn't like that truth 
and were determined to reject it. So they called him names. I got used to 
that a long time ago and it doesn't bother me very much, though I do 
admit that it galls a little when those who ought to be standing on the 
firing line and exposing the errors of denominationalism take up the 
taunt of the enemies of the cross and use it against their own brethren. 

How sad to see grown men standing knee-deep in the muck and the 
mire, both hands full of filth, faces smeared with gumbo, ~lothes all 
covered with dust and dirt, and flinging at their brother a mud-ba\\ 
la beled "You ought not to sling mud! You dirty rotten mud-slinger!" 

Yea, verily, it is a difficult thing in this life to be consistent, just as it is 
difficult in this world to save one's soul. 

When you think about it, the accusation, "You think you are r ight and 
everyone else is wrong!", is not easy to answer. How can you answer it? 
What is one expected to say? Shall we answer, "Oh, no, no, a thousand 
times no, I don't think I am right; I think I'm wrong". 

Truth is one. The Bible is true. Therefore the Bible teaches one thing. It 
does not teach contradictory and differing doctrines. lf it did, it would 
not be true. To be candid, I think I teach what the Bible teaches. 
Therefore, I think that what I teach is true and cannot be wrong, and 
everyone who teaches something different is wrong and teaching 
falsehood. However, it does not make the smallest particle of difference, 
in the great scheme of things, what I think, or what I teach. I don't want to 
burst your balloon, but it doesn't make any difference, in the final 
analysis, what you think, or what you teach. 

But it does make a great deal of difference, to God and in His eterna l 
plan, as to what the Bible teaches. If you teach what the Bible teaches, 
you are teaching truth, not because you teach it but because it is what the 
Bible teaches. If you do not teach what the Bible teaches, you are teaching 
heresy, not because you teach it, but because the Bible does not support 
it. That, dear brother, is so obviously true that it needs no more than a 
simple pronouncement. 

I honestly fear that the attitude of many in the church today is 
denominational and urge prayerful recons ideration. Some judge and 
condemn brethren for judging and condemning. Does that promote 
unity? 
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Some speak of what "we" teach and 
what "we" believe and sneer at some 
unnamed brOther because they have 
"heard" that "he" teaches something 
or other. It doesn't matter a jot what 
"we" teach or what you have "heard", 
but it does matter very much as to 
what the .Bible teaches. Every person 
who teacheS'.what the Bible teaches, 
teaches the. truth. Every person who 
teaches something other than what 
the Bible teaches, teaches falsehood. 
Every religious teacher who teaches 
what the Bible teaches is 
undenominational. Every religious 
teacher who teaches something other 
than what the Bible teaches is 
denominational. 

The church was the fastest growing 
religious institution in the world 
during the three decades beginning in 
1930 a.d. It was also the fastest 
growing religious institution in the 
world in the beginning of the gospel. 
And it was the fastest growing 
religious institution in the world soon 
after the plea to restore the ancient 
order first began to be proclaimed in 
-the last cen~ury. In those periods the 
saints of God were committed to 
teaching the unvarnished truth of the 
New Covenant in all of its pristine 
power. If any person opposed that 
truth, he was opposed and his 
position exposed; if any person 
taught a different doctrine from the 
doctrine of the Bible, he was branded 
as a perverter of the gospel and as 
anathema. That, my friend, was not 
denominational, but simple loyalty to 
a risen and victorious Lord. May God 
grant that we have the good sense to 
never vacate that noble ground. 

A fine and much respected gospel 
preacher, Alexander Campbell by 
name, once debated a bishop in the 
Catholic church. The first 
proposition brother Campbell 
affirmed was "The Roman Catholic 
Ins.titution, sometimes called the 
'Holy, Apostolic, Catholic, Church'is 
not now, nor was she ever, catholic, 
apostolic, or holy; but is a sect in the 
fair import of that word, older than 
any other sect now existing, not the 
'Mother and Mistress of all Churches,' 
but an apostasy from the only true, 
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holy, apostolic, and catholic church 
of Christ." 

Campbell's defense of the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints and 
his exposition of Roman Catholic 
heresy is a far cry from applauding 
and admiring the pope for his open
mindedness and benevolent attitude 
toward Lutherans, and offering to 
preach from his pulpit. It is high time 
for us to get back to preaching the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth and to stop mouthing 
maudlin praises of the ring leader of 
the sect that is among the greatest 
enemies the cause of Christ has 
known. 

Every person who obeys the gospel 
of God (hears, believes, repents, 
confesses Jesus as Lord, and is 
baptized in order to obtain the 
remission of sins and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit) is a child of God. He is in 
the family of God because he is twice 
born. He is a Christian and a 
Christian only. All who truly obey the 

. commands of the Lord given in the 
gospel are in that great fellowship and 
it cannot be otherwise. They are the 
only Christians! If there are any other 
Christians, will someone please 
kindly (not sarcastically) point them 
out to me. Just tell me who they are 
and where they are and I will be much 
obliged! If God has any children that 
are not in his family, I would like to 
know their names. 

Some. speak of "our" movement 
(very denominational), and twit the 
brethren because they think someone 
has drawn a line. Well, do you draw 
lines? Thou therefore that teachest 
another, teachest thou not thyself? 
Thou that preachest man should not 
draw lines, dost thou draw lines? If 
not, you are advocating universal 
salvation. If you are not advocating 
universal salvation, then you draw 
lines and condemn yourself by your 
own teaching. If you do not draw 
lines, you are in fellowship with 
atheists, reprobates and other rebels 
against God. If you are not in 
fellowship with the ungodly of the 
world, then you must be drawing a 
line somewhere. If you draw a line 

anywhere, where will it end? 

I tearfully and prayedully plead 
that brethren walk together on the 
highroad of serious, studious Bible 
study. "Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!" (Psalm 133:1). 

The secret of the power of the 
pioneers of the Restoration 
Movement was to speak faithfully 
where the Bible speaks and be silent 
where the Bible is silent. Doing that 
meant to point out the errors of 
affusionists and Calvinists and 
Roman Catholics, and those errors 
were exposed and condemned. 
Preaching the truth, in the name and 
in the spirit of a crucified Lord, meant 
to correct false teachers within the 
Restoration Movement; therefore, 
the correction was made and the false 
teachers were marked and removed 
from the fellowship of the people of 
God. 

Before God, those who worship in 
spirit and in truth have no election in 
this matter. God must be obeyed 
rather than men. To take any other 
attitude is to be utterly and throughly 
denominational and constitutes the 
emergence of the ultimate in sectarian 
foolishness. 

H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 
11815 Double Tree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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Oh, For That Beautiful Balance! 
(Continued from Page 1) 

fal! of Ad.am. It isn't psychological, or sociological, or 
phdosophtcal, or anything related thereto. Man's 
problem is S-1-N, and the only remedy for that is a pure, 
ste~dr dos~ of the B-1-B-L-E. Oh, we may ftll our 
buddings With o~~ parties and gimmicks; people enjoy a 
semblance of religton where they can be entertained, too. 
But we aren't going to convert a soul to Jesus Christ and 
true service to God and man by such tactics. "Woe is unto 
me if I preach not the gospel." One part of the vital 
balance we need is to ftrmly and uncompromisingly 
preach the truth - all of it! 

Let ~11 y~ur things be done with charity. But I'm 
wondenn$ If, somewhere along the line, we have 
forgotten tenderheartedness, forbearance, preferring one 
~n.ot~er, weeping with those that weep, and so forth. Why 
I~ It, if a man preaches on love, we think he's soft or gone 
liberal? Do we really have the compassion our Lord had 
(Mt. 9:36)? No, I'm not talking about the kind of love 
some brethren mean when they talk about it - love 
that tolerates sin and never rebukes anyone. True love 
will rebuke sin (Mk. 10:21), because saving a soul from 
hell is the most loving thing that can be done for 
s~meone. But if in the name of"standing for the truth" we 
forget Christian love and forbearance, all our good 
deeds that we brag about so loudly will not be worth one 
thin dime in the Lord's eyes (I Cor. 13: 1-3). When Paul 
went to Thessalonica, he proclaimed the Scriptures, and 
only that (Acts 17: 1-3; study especially the Greek words 
for "reasoned," "opening," and "alleging''· But notice 
how he did it: "But we were gentle among you, even as a 
nurse cherisheth her children; so being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto 
you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, 
because ye were dear unto us" (I Thess. 2:7-8). Paul 

When Vlaltlna INOXYILLI 
UM this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

cl.aims he preached the gospel to them, and no doubt he 
dtd. But he loved them so dearly that he gave them more 
than the gospel- he gave his own self to them. In fact, in 
I Thess. 3:8 he says that his very life almost depended 
upon their staying faithful to the Lord. He exhorted and 
comforted and charged them, "as a father doth his 
children" (2: II). Is that the kind of affection we have 
toward all our brethren? Is that the kind of love the 
world is seeing in us (Jn. 13:35)? You know beloved 
whether we like it or not, the Lord did not s~y that th~ 
world would know us by our stand for the truth or our 
preaching baptism and Matthew 19:9; He said the world 
would recognize His disciples by their love for one 
another. "Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
b~loved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, m~e~ness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, 
and. forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
And above all these things put on charity ... " (Col. 3:12-
14). The fru~t~ of the Spirit.----:- the results of a life led by 
the Holy Spint of God -still mclude love, longsuffering, 
gentleness, meekness. Yes, the false teacher needs to be 
rebuked and his mouth stopped; Christian love demands 
such. But if we can't do it with the spirit of Christ, then 
we, too, need to keep our mouths shut and our pens 
silent. So~etimes the rebuke needs to be stern (Mt. 23); 
but sometimes - more often than not - we need to be 
gentle, forbearing, understanding, patient, and always, 
always, always we need to be motivated by love and 
bowels of tender mercy. There's the balance needed. 

Oh, for that beautiful balance. That will unite us. 
Preaching and practicing Christianity is the true way to 
unity. May God give us boldness to stand for the truth 
and never compromise its message, but always to do so 
with a heart ftlled with love. 
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operatmg under RPG 2 programming language; maintain existing 
programs and develop new applications. Candidates with the following 
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THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

MOVEMENT 
(No.3) 

THE TASK 
BEFORE THE 

LORD'S CHURCH 
Perry B. Cotham 

[The reader is asked to read the two 
previous articles which have already 
been printed on this subject before 
reading this one.] 

From what has already been stated, 
we can understand why some are 
saying: "Roll up the old 
denominational boundary lines. 
There is going to be a regrouping of 
the religious world." On the one side 
there will a grand union of Catholics, 
pseudo-Protestants, and Pentecostals 
in what appears to be a movement to 
convert the whole world. On the other 
side there will be a . movement to 
convert the whole world and to 
restore again the everlasting gospel in 
its pristine purity and power. (When 
the end of time comes, this will be the 
winning side, regardless of the 
number on this side. Cf. Rev. 17: 14; 
12: II.) 

Our Attitude 

As we face the issue today, what 
should be the attitude of the Lord's 
church? Of course, we should 
faithfully "preach the word" (2 Tim. 
4:1-6; 2:2). We must put on the whole 
armour of God and fight (E ph. 6: I 0-
17). The conflict will be severe. The 
time has come when the great issues 
of the Restoration Movement have 
to be fought out again. We must 
oppose and condemn that which is 
diametrically contrary to the faith 
"once delivered to the saints" (Jude 
3). 

Our hearts are bleeding now when 
we think of the many individuals and 
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congregations that have already been 
hurt by this Holy Spirit Movement. 
As we look ahead and think of what 
may soon happen to a great 
·brotherhood, we shudder to think of 
churches all over the world being torn 
to shreds because of false doctrines. 
Already it is considered as 
"blasphemy" to speak against the 
supernatural "workings" within the 
new Pentecostal movement. But 
speak, we MUST. The Lord expects 
us to do it. 

History Repeating Itself? 

About seventy-five to one hundred 
years ago our great brotherhood 
suffered a blow due to the digressive 
movement (instrumental music being 
introduced into the worship and the 
missionary societies). Almost all of 
the churches were swept away in this 
liberal movement, at home and 
abroad. Church buildings and 
Christian colleges were stolen from 
faithful brethren. Must we again 
suffer from another liberal movement 
in the form of neo-Pentecostalism? 
God forbid! But remember, "what 
has happened, can happen again!" 
The only assurance against this . 
happening is to teach faithfully the 
word of God (Cf. Hos. 4:6). We are 
only one generation away from 
apostasy. 

Various Attitudes 

At this time we would divide the 
congregations in regard to this 
subject into four groups, as follows: 

I. There are those who have 
already, to a great extent, accepted 
liberalism and various forms of neo
Pentecostalism. Some claim to be 
able to speak in tongues, and others 
to work miracles, and some to receive 
direct revelations from God. They 
fellowship all those in the charismatic 
movement. 

2. There are those who will not take 
a stand on this issue, although they 
have not accepted Pentecostalism. 
They say, "We cannot prove that one 
can speak in tongues, or that miracles 
are not happening today. People 
claim they are doing these things and 

we cannot say from the Bible that 
they are not doing them." These 
congregations will not teach what the 
Bible says concerning the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and miraculous gifts, 
and ... show · the errors of neo
Pentecostalism. 

3. There are those who claim that 
the Bible is the inspired word of God, 
given by the Holy Spirit; that 
miraculous gifts have ceased; that 
people do not speak in tongues today; 
that miracles are not being done by 
the power of the Spirit; that the word 
of God has been given and confirmed; 
that the Holy Spirit converts through 
the word, and only through the word; 
and that the Christian is directed in 
life by the word. But they also say that 
the Holy Spirit dwells in the heart of 
the Christian in addition to, separate 
and apart from the word; and that the 
Spirit works in conjunction with the 
word in the heart of the child of God, 
by this direct, personal indwelling. 

4. There are those who believe that 
the word has been given and 
confirmed; that the miraculous gifts 
have ceased; that the Holy Spirit 
operates in conviction and 
conversion only through (by means 
of) the word (gospel); that the Spirit 
guides and directs the Christian only 
through the word; and that the Spirit 
dwells in the Christian only through 
the word, that is, by one's obedience 
to the word, and not in some direct, 
personal way, over-and-above-and
beyond the word. [We believe this to 
be the teaching of the Bible on this 
great subject. We do not believe that 
Deity literally, personally indwells 
any one today. God, Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit are said to dwell in the 
heart of the obedient child of God ( 1 
John 4: 12-15; 2 Cor. 6: 16; Col. 1:27; I 
Cor. 3:16; 6:19). But how? (Cf. Eph. 
3:17; Rom. 10:17). This is not 
incarnation. The Holy Spirit is a 
person (John 16:13). The Spirit 
influences the heart (mind) of man 
through moral suasion.] 

All members of the church need to 
be taught concerning the Holy Spirit 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Holy Spirit Movement (No.3) 
Continued from Page 5) 

and his work. We would urge young 
preachers to buy and study carefu ll y 
the old debate books by the pioneer 
preachers, especially the Campbell
Rice Debate and the Hardeman
Bogard Debate. These gospel 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

Personal Plans, 
Instructions and 
Greetings of Paul 

Titus 3:12-15 

John R. Gross, Jr. 

In closing his letter to Titus, Paul 
gives his fellow evangelist final 
instructions concerning the work at 
Crete. Titus has been instructed to 
meet the apostle at a designated 
location, and he calls upon Titus and 
the church at Crete to help two fellow 
evangelists to continue their journey. 
Paul's instructions are timely and give 
us food for thought in our work 
today, and they should not be passed 
over as "just" his concluding remarks. 

Titus is instructed to meet Paul in 
Nicopolis, but only after someone is 
sent to continue the work (verse 12). 
Paul has not made up his mind whom 
he will send as the letter is being 
written; however, he suggests that it 
will be Artemas or Tychicus. Nothing 
is known of Artemas s ince he is 
mentioned only in this verse. 
Tychicus is mentioned five times in 
the New Testament and is referred to 
as "the beloved brother and fa ithful 
minister and fellow-servant" (Col. 
4:7). With the churches in Crete in 
such a weakened condition, it would 
be necessary to have someone take 
Titus' place in order to keep the work 
from deteriorating. Paul's wisdom is 
seen in that the work would continue 
uninterrupted , and the false teachers 
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preachers met and answered religious 
error in thei r day. And the church 
grew. The same old arguments can be 
met and answered today, and it must 
be d<,>ne. 

We recognize that in this battle 
against Pentecostalism we may 
be in the minority , but such has 

would not be able to destroy that 
which had been built up by many 
hours of hard labor. Whoever 
replaced Titus would not have to 
spend time building back the church. 
There would also be those who would 
fo rsake the assembling and fall back 
into their old way of life without 
someone there to encourage them; 
and with the problem of the false 
teachers causing trouble, there would 
be those who would become tired , 
confused , and would turn away from 
their Lord and Master to return to the 
world . 

From the text we see that Paul 
planned to spend the wi nter at 
Nicopolis, although at this time he had 
not arrived there. We do not know 
wh ich city Paul is referring to (the re 
were ten), but the logical choice 
would be the city across the gulf from 
Actium in western Greece where 
Augustus defea ted Anthony and 
Cleopatra. To commemorate this 
victory, he built this city on the spot 
where his army encamped the night 
before. The location would have been 
an excellent choice for Paul to spend 
the winter because of the climate and 
as a central location to work in 
Dalmatia. 

Titus is instructed to "bring" (set 
forth, ASY) "Zenas and Apollos on 
their journey" (verse 13). The word 
"bring" comes from the word 
"propempo "; meaning to "help on 
one's journey." Thus Titus was to 
help them by providing food , money, 
means of tra vel, and perhaps even 
traveling companions. The term is 
used in other passages (Acts 15:3; I 
Cor. 16:11 ; 2Cor.l:l6;and3John6), 
as well as this text, to describe the 
assistance the evangelists were given 
(or should have been given) to aid 

ever been true with truth and error 
(Matt. 7: J 3-14; 1 Pet. 3:20; 1 Kings 
22: 14). The b~ttle ahead will be a 
fierce one. May the Lord help us to 
stand firm for his truth as it is 
revealed in his word. 

1814 Santa Cruz 
Grand Prairie , Texas 75051 

them in their preaching the gospel by 
meeting their needs. This was to be 
done to the extent that they were not 
to be "wanting" (/eipo), that is to say, 
they were not to lack or do without 
anything. In verse 14, Paul says 
"ours" (o ur brethren in Crete) are to 
learn how to provide for men such as 
Zenas and Apollos (i.e., " learn to 
maintain good works"). He says that 
such a need is "for necessary uses." 
Aiding those that sacrifice their lives 
to preach the gospel ;_s a necessity. 
The fact that men are willing to give 
their time, energy, a nd life to the 
preaching of the gospel demands that 
the brethren also sacrifice financially 
to support them. How can it be too 
much to see that their needs are met 
when yo u consider the hours, energy, 
and the sacri fice of their families? 
Also considering that Paul is saying 
here that the brethren are to provide 
the "necessary uses," he is referring to 
the fact that the preacher is not able to 
do his work adequately when he has 
not been provided for. The brethren 
in Crete were to "learn to maintain 
good works for necessary uses that 
they be not unfruitful." This is 
something that congregations need to 
Jearn today. The fact that a man is 
will ing to preach the gospel does not 
give brethren the right to take 
advantage of him and expect h im and 
his family to do without to work with 
the congregation. 

Zenas is described as a lawyer 
(nomilos), meaning he was skilled 
either as a Roman jurist or in the 
Mosaic Jaw. Apollos was known for 
being an "eloquent man, and mighty 
in the scriptures" (Acts 18:24). Both 
men were well qualified and were 
worth y of the support of the brethren. 
How could they be accused of not 
being able to do anything else for a 
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living? They left behind worldly gain 
to spread the gospel. 

Paul concludes . his epistle by 
informing Titus, and those reading 
the letter, that his co-workers send 
their regards (verse 15). This simple 
greeting is more than . a c~mmo~ 
exchange of pleasantnes stnce 1t 
encourages the recipient of the letter 
to know that there are others of like 

WHAT MUST/ 
DOTOKEEP 

SAVED? (NO. 3) 
Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

The fortunate individual who 
enjoys a good measure of sound 
bodily health is avidly interested in its 
continuation. Likewise, the person 
who has been saved is interested in 
maintaining that salvation in order 
that his soul may be saved in the 
heavenly hereafter. That is the 
challenging object of this four-part 
series for FIRM FOUNDATION. 
"What Must I Do·To Keep Saved?" is 
a very vital question to every 
concerned Christian. In answer to it 
thus far in our mutual studies, 
suggestions have been made to the 
effect that we MUST seek first the 
kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and that we MUST be 
sober, righteous and godly in life 
(Matt. 6:33; Titus 2: II, I2). To that 
intense and impressive list we add two 
other vital obligations in our study 
for this article. If one wishes to 
remain among the saved, he must 
engage in regular prayer and a 
continuing study of the Bible. Prayer 
is our way of addressing him who 
inhabits eternity - Almighty God; 
the Bible and our contemplation of its 
sacred contents is his way of 
addressing us. Prayer is our special 
privilege; Bible Study likewise is. our 
special privilege. They are prectous 
beyond our power to delineate fully 
this delightful duet of powerful 
privileges and demanded duties. The 
connection between these royal 
privileges is close indeed. 
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mind working in difficult 
circumstances. However, Paul does 
not send a blanket greeting to those 
at Crete. The greeting is narrow and 
is confined to a well defined group, 
"greet them that love us in the faith." 
He knew that his regards would fall 
upon deaf ears when repeated to the 
false teachers. Since they did not love 
the truth, they would not love Paul. 

PRAYER IS AN INTENSE 
IMPERATIVE 

In regard to our daily need fot 
prayer the Bible has much to say. 
Luke stated in crystal clear language 
in Luke I8:I, "Andhespakeaparable 
unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint; ... " 
Members of the early church took 
seriously their prayerful lives. We 
read in Acts 2:42, "And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." 
We read again in Acts 3:I, "Now 
Peter and John went up together into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, 
being the ninth hour." The very first 
persecution waged against the early 
church occurred in Acts 4. It was 
aimed at Peter and John in particular. 
When allowed to leave the presence of 
the threatening Sanhedrin the duet of 
ardent apostles went to their own 
courageous company of faithful 
disciples and reported all that had 
happened to them before the infidelic 
Jewish Court. Immediately after the 
report had been conveyed th~y 
prayed. Lu_ke giyes that prayer and 1ts 
results in Acts 4:24-31, 

And when they heard that. they 
lifted up their voice to God with one 
accord, and said, Lord, thou art 
God, which hast made heaven. and 
earth, and the sea, and all that in 
them is: Who by the mouth of thy 
servant David hast said. Why did 
the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? The kings of 
the earth stood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together against the 
Lord, and against his Christ. For of 
a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 

Only those who were "in the faith" 
would enjoy hearing from the apostle 
and would be encouraged by hearing 
from him. His thoughts remain with 
the brethren there as he concludes his 
epistle with, "Grace be with you all. 
Amen." 

P. 0. Box 214 
Rutherford, TN 38369 • 

whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together, For to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be 
done. And now, Lord. behold their 
threatenings: and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they 
may speak thy word, By stretching 
forth thine hand to heal,· and that 
signs and wonders may be done by 
the name of thy holy child Jesus. 
And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were 
assembled together: and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
they spake the word of God with 
boldness. 

Paul pressed home the need for 
regular prayer when he wrote, "Be 
careful for nothing; but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6). 
Again the apostle wrote, "Continue in 
prayer, and watch in the ~arne wi~h 
thanksgiving; ... " (Col. 4:2). In a tno 
of weighty words he urged the 
Christians in Thessalonica to "Pray 
without ceasing" (I Thess. 5: 17). He 
wrote again, 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, interces
sions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men: For kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet andpeaceble lif~ in 
all godliness and honesty (I T1m. 
2: I, 2). 

Christians are on praying grounds 
and pleading terms with God. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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What Must I Do To Keep Saved? 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Therefore prayer should never be 
relegated to a place of little or no 
importance in our lives. 

Some years back I was invited to a 
dinner meeting. The s peaker was, at 
that time, Commissioner of 
Corrections here in Tennessee. He 
told of a young man who was in one 
of the prisons here in Tennessee. He 
was k illed while seeking to escape 
prison. He died with a curse on his 
lips .. Among his last uttered words 
were, "I don't know how to pray." 
How filled with tragedy is such a 
statement as this. Had he been taught 
to pray as a child and had he obeyed 
the gospel when accountable where 
he could truly have been on praying 
terms with God , how different might 
have been his future life. 

BIBLE STUDY IS ANOTHER 
INTENSE IMPERATIVE 

To remain a mong the saved we 
must be regular in our stud y and 
meditation of the Bible. We need to 
study it in order to learn about God, 
the Christ, the Spirit, the church, 
heaven, hell and how we ought to live 
upon the earth. The Bible is the 
ONLY Book that tells man of his 
origin, his purpose here and his 
ultimate destiny. We need to read it to 
be wise; believe it to be safe and obey 
to be holy. It is to be our guide here 
and will judge us in that final day of 
human reckoning. · 

Why read the Bible? There is a 
blessing derived from meditation 
upon the Holy Scriptures. The 
Psalmist prefaced that poetic book of 
the Old Testament with the opening 
words, 

Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night. And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the 
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rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper (Psalm I : 1-3). 

J o hn wrote in Revelation I :3 , 
"Blessed is he that readeth, a nd they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are 
written therein: for the time is a t 
hand." 

Why read the Bible? To keep from 
being ignorant. The kind-hearted 
prophet of Israel, Hosea, wrote, "My 
people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge: because thou has t 
rejected knowledge, I will also reject 
thee, that tho u shalt be no priest to 
me: seeing tho u has forgot ten the law 
of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children" (Hosea 4:6). Paul told the 
Corinthians, "Awake to righteous
ness, and sin not ; for some have not 
the knowledge of God: I speak this to 
your shame" (I Cor. 15:34). 

Why read the Bible? Because it is a 
marvellous mark of true nobility of 
character. Luke wrote, "These were 
mor e noble th an those in 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with a ll readiness of mind , 
a nd searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so" (Acts 
17: II) . If reading the Scriptures helps 
make one a man of nobility, and it 
MOST ASSUREDLY DOES, why 
wo uld not a rebellious refusal to 
study Sacred Scripture help make one 
an ignoble individual? It does and 
will! 

Why read the Bible? In order to 
handle it aright or rightly divide it. 
Paul wrote the youthful Timothy, 
"Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God , a workman that needeth not to 
be a sha med , rightl y di v iding 
(ha ndling aright - ASV) the word of 
truth" (II Tim. 2:1 5). We rightly 
divide the Scriptures by ha ndling 
them aright; we handle aright Sacred 
Scripture by rightly dividing it. 

No person can stay saved who 
refuses to study and heed truth as se t 
forth in Holy Writ. 

P. 0. Box 464 
Ripley, Tennessee 38063 • 

SPECIAL SELECTION 
Twenty pages 
of Bible Helps 

includ ing 
The Plan of Salvation 

(256 PAGES MEASURES 5x8) 
··=~:::- ... .....-.:-._ .. 

}· Thi% popular New T estam~pt is IOEA~~for: , ,, *tlri.l 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students ,. -~ 

....... ,.M-~-Mis~~~~:not~:~~=~o~:e~li;,:,:;~~~:cks ~@::i 
ONLY SOLD IN BOXES OF 100 

AT THE SPECIAL LOW PRICE OF $80.00 (INCLUDING FREIGHT) 
COPIES ON HAND • CAN SHIP IMMEDIATELY VIA U.P.S. 

For BOlt a copy, every congregation 
(or individual interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send $2.00 for your sample copy 
(WHICH INCLUDES POSTAGE AND H ANDLING) 

JOHNSON PUBLISHING 
P.O. Box 100704 Nashville, TN 37210 
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Enrich your lives with ... 

BIBLE LEARNING GAMES 
FOR 

YOUR HOME COMPUTER 

* * BIBLE WORD SCRAMBLE and BIBLE TIC-TAC-TOE * * 
• Instructional and fun - "user-friendly" 
• Written by a gospel preacher 
• Adaptable to all major computer types - written in BASIC 
• Quiz elements can be changed to make completely new games 

BIBLE WORD SCRAMBLE - presents 50 Bible words with letters scrambled. 
Word and letter order comes up different each game. 

BIBLE TIC-TAC-TOE- lets player put an X in tic-tac-toe grid when he answers a 
Bible question. If he misses. computer puts an 0! 

ORDERING INFORMATION (all prices include postage): 

Both games on disk .............. (for Commodore) ......... $25.50 
(for Apple) ............. 25.50 

WORD SCRAMBLE LISTING (save money, type it in yourself) ........ 7.50 
TIC-TAC-TOE LISTING .................................. 7.50 
LISTING. BOTH GAMES ................................ 10.50 

Order from TECHNICAL RESOURCES, 1173 East 100 South, Logan, UT 84321 
* * Disks for other computer types available soon! * * 

Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 

Work in Mississippi. 
• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 

in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 
P. 0. Box 655 

820 S. Huntington St. 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 

Phone (601) 289-2896 

CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN 

WANTED 

Al.l..nw C/,;.,;,n Undergraduate 
& Graduate 

Degrees In Bible 

Thirty-five year old Christian family physician 
in private practice is seeking a Christian 
associate. Located in Silsbee, Texas; 20 
minutes fiom Beaumont, 1% · hours from 
Houston, in the heart of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve. Wonderful place to raise a 
family in quality environment. Good 
community and schools. All kinds of recreation 
available. Active congregation providing an 
excellent opportunity for service and leader
ship. Practice is successful and growing with 
new building planned this year. Excellent 
opportunity for young Christian recently out of 
training. Generous salary with partnership in 
six to twelve months. Contact Dr. Art Propst, 
(409) 385-2818. Home, (409) 385-1228. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 1, 1984 

Schoof of Re/;gion 
A.M .• B.A., B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 

Full Scholarsh•ps Aval/81>/o For Full T1mo Slud_,IS on Mam Campus. 
Gl Approved 011 Campus Programs Av••lal>/o 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

8020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

Tenth Annual Lectureship 
BELLVIEW PREACHER 

TRAINING SCHOOL 
MAY 13-17, 1984 

Bellview Church of Christ 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506-1798 
Max R. Miller, Director 
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jEXPosl170NAL EMPHASISI 

OUTLINE OF ACTS I 
Wayne Dunaway 

I. THE SPIRIT PROMISED (Acts 1:1-8). 
1. His Presence With The Apostles (1:1-3) 

(1) What the author had already written (vs. 1-2). 
a. A book about what Jesus did (v. Ia). 
b. A book about what Jesus declared (v. 1 b). 
c. A book about how Jesus departed (v. 2). 

(2) What the apostles had all witnessed (v. 3). 
a. The presence - "he shewed himself alive" 

(v. 3a). 
b. The proofs - "by many infallible proofs" 

(v. 3b). 
c. The period -"being seen ... forty days" (v. 3c). 
d. The preaching -"speaking things pertaining to 

the kingdom" (v. 3d). 
2. His Promise To The Apostles (1:4-8) 

(1) The command for them to wait (vs. 4-7). 
a. The persons assembled (v. 4a). 
b. The place appointed (v. 4b). 
c. The purpose announced (vs. 4c & 5). 
d. The problem addressed (vs. 6-7). 

(2) The commission to them to witness (v. 8). 
a. The power- "ye shall receive power" (v. 8a). 
b. The personnel- "ye shall be witnesses" (v. 8b). 
c. The points - "Jersualem, Judea, Samaria ... " 

(v. 8c). 

II. THE SAVIOUR'S PARTING (Acts 1:9-14) 
1. The Ascension of Jesus (i:9-11) 

(1) The cloud receives Him from their sight (vs. 
9-10). 
a. The sensational ascension (v. 9). 
b. The stedfast attention (v. lOa). 
c. The supernatural attendants (v. lOb). 

(2) The comments of the men in white (v. II). 
a. What they say in the request (v. I Ia). 
b. What they state about His return (v. II b). 

2. The Assembly At Jerusalem (1:12-14) 
(1) The return from the mount (v.12). 

a. The departure for the city (v. 12a). 
b. The distance to the city (v. 12b). 

(2) The record of the meeting (vs. 13-14). 
a. The place where they came (v. 13a). 
b. The people in the company (vs. 13b & 14). 
c. The prayers that were continued (v. 14a). 

III. THE SUCCESSOR PICKED (Acts 1:15-26) 
1. The Comments Of The Apostle Regarding Judas 

(1:15-20) 
( 1) The fulfilled prophecy about him ( vs. 15-16). 
(2) The favored position of him (v. 17). 
(3) The field purchased by him (v. 18a). 
(4) The fatal plunging of him (vs. 18b-19). 
(5) The fearful prediction concerning him (v. 20). 

2. The Choosing Of Another To Replace Judas (1:21-
26) 
(1) The men who are considered (vs. 21-23). 

a. The two requirements that were expected 
(vs. 21-22). 

b. The two responsible men selected (v. 23). 
(2) The manner in which one is chosen (vs. 24-26). 

a. The appeal of the members (v. 24). 
b. The apostasy in the ministry (v. 25). 
c. The appointment of Matthias (v. 26). 

5001 Pitts Ave. 
Anniston, AL 36206 • 

WANTED: 
School Administrator, 

Pre-School - Middle School 
experience. Also teachers 
Grades K -Middle School for 
84-85 School year. Send 
resume and photo to: Rocky 
Mountain Christian School, 
c/o Dave Henson, 3010 E. 
Asbury Avenue, Denver, CO 
80210. 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 
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2· Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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In Light of the Scriptures in its wings cannot be correct, for 
there is no righteousness, nor was 
there ever any, apart from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is absolutely true that 
righteousness is not an impersonal 
quality; it is one of the names of God 
himself, JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, 
the Lord our Righteousness. 
Furthermore, there stands a reference 
to the name of God at the very head of 
this verse, which is addressed to "You 
that fear my name." This identifies 
the people upon whom the Sun of 
Righteousness shall rise, namely the 
redeemed in Christ; and the picture is 
not that of righteousness rising like 
mist out of a swamp! 

"SUN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS" 

is ~~THE SON OF 
GOD" 

Burton Coffman 

"The Sun of Righteousness shall 
arise with healing in his wings" 
(Malachi 4:2). 

This is one of the most glorious of 
the Old Testament prophecies of the 
coming of the Son of God, so 
understood and so translated for 
more than eighteen centuries; but 
since 1900 there have been appearing 
many renditions of this passage as 
follows: 

"The sun of righteousness shall rise 
with healing in its wings!" Of course, 
the purpose of such a perversion is to 
remove the passage as a prophecy of 
Jesus Christ. And what are the 
reasons given by the current crop of 
scholars for this? 

Such alleged reasons hinge 
absolutely upon the use of a feminine 
pronoun with the word rendered 
"sun." Sun, of course, is both 
masculine and feminine in Hebrew. 
M. Powis Smith notes that it usually 
is masculine, but feminine here and in 
Genesis 15:17, Jeremiah 15:9, Nahum 
3:17, and Isaiah 45:8; but in all 
instances the reference is to the solar 
orb that lights the whole world, a 
metaphor that cannot possibly refer 
to anything in heaven or earth other 
than the Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 
The gender of the noun sun in this 
passage, therefore, is no excuse 
whatever for butchering this 
prophecy. If the gender of the word is 
the controlling factor, why do they 
not then render it "her" wings? 
Simply because they know that will 
not fit; but neither does "its." We can 
only conclude, therefore, that the 
"big deal" here was to cloud this great 
prophecy. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 1, 1984 

One of the most respected Spanish 
versions of the Bible has this: 

"En el principia ya existia la 
Palabra; y aquel que es la Palabra 
estaba con Dios y era Dios" (San 
Juan I: 1). Let it be noted that "La 
Palabra" is feminine, and that "Dios" 
is masculine! There are countless 
examples of this in the Bible and in all 
versions. Therefore, the so-called 
"modern translations" that alter this 
prophecy so as to destroy it should be 
summarily rejected. 

Christ identified himself as the 
Light of the World, i.e., the Sun! The 
metaphor could not possibly fit any 
other who ever lived. 

There are insurmountable 
obstacles to accepting the current 
"scholarly" position on this passage. 
The A V is correct here. 

The notion that righteousness itself 
is the sun that shall rise with healing 

2108 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchca~ Road, Austin, TeX£5 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2 or 3 Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G. I. Benefits 
Scholarship Available 
Sound Teachers 8 " . 

. 

Call or Write: 
(813) 683-4043 
Florida School of 

Preaching 
Lakeland, FL 33803 

NEXT ENROLLMENTS: JANUARY 23, 1984 & SEPTEMBER 3, 1984 

B. C. CARR: DIRECTOR 

• 
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Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 1 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The A MEN M•n•stry worh ••th la•thlu l congregat•ons of the 
churches of Crwst who se members Ol\ m1111ary tnstlllll •ons 
woftdw'de are •••uno to help your laved ~· - as the r h tvoe 
htlpe<l Wllh lhl SO!niU I J ~ OhySICI I ~~ Of lhOuU ndS Of 
01MfS dU fln Q tht I)ISI ltve ye ars Thi S St f"Wict I I trM! 

CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. I 
2811 Columbine Place, Naahville, TN. 37204 

Ooer 300 Stock Plaru Ready to Meet Your Need• 

S.nd name, comotett I Odrtu . PhOne and m11111ry •nsta ll t t•on. 
ana so•utua l conGtllon , 11 known a long • •th your nam e end ad· 
Oren to 

~~~~~~~~~~-~_:~~3~:~~--~~~-~----~----J ~ 
AMEN 

' ,• WHITE"S FERRY RO AD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Bo• 2000 
West Monroe . Louit lane 712t_t 

Amuic:aa Military Evaqella:lq NaU.... 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Beti forti IFort Worth). Tex:ts 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

-WANTED
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
Many congregations are 
looking for Personal Work 
Directors. We need YOU! We 
can he I p you to be more 
effective in this area of work. 
One year course - No 
Tuition - V.A. Benefits -
Write or call for more 
information. 

SCHOOL OF 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

(since 1979) 
Coleman Ave. church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 22307 
Memphis, TN 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 

HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
"Quality Education for Christian Ministry" 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
May 28-August 17 

1984 

• One-day-a-week classes for commuters 
and ochers 

• Daily classes fo r six weeks 
• Daily classes fo r three weeks 
• TE AC H E RS: Do ug las Brown, J oe l 

Jo hnson, Jack P. Lewis, Mac Lynn, Do n 
Meredi th , Richa rd Oster, and Phili p 
Slate 

For an Applicatio n fo r Admiss ion, an Appl icat ion for a Scholarship, a complete Summer Schedule o f 
Classes, or o cher information, contact: 

Dr. Harold H azelip, Dean Or. Bill Flatt , Registrar 

1000 Cherry Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38 11 7 • 901 -76 1- 1353 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 1, 1984 



Update from 
Seagoville Church of 

Christ 

TWO NEW 
BOOKS FROM 
THE PEN OF 
THOMAS B. 

WARREN 
Garland Elkins 

For many years Thomas B. Warren has 
been in the forefront of standing for the 
truth and opposing error. He has done 
this with love and concern not only for 
the cause of Christ in general but also for 
even exponents of error. He and 1 have 
talked many times about the deep a nd 
abiding need for our not only standing 
for truth, but for doing so in a loving way. 

His writings against various fa lse views 
of divorce and rema rriage have been 
extensive (for example, THEW ARREN-

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children 's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested. contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director. at P. 0. Box 597. 
Vacaville. CA 95688. or call 707/ 448-
3557. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 1, 1984 

Dear Brother Cline, 

Just to thank you fo r your recent 
coverage of the Arusha T a nzania 
Building Project. We have given over 
9,000 dollars here at Seagoville and the 
fund has 24,000 dollars to date. We need 
$50,000 more to complete the project of a 
new church building in Arusha Tanzania, 
where we worked some three years. This 
building is vital to the work. 

The elders at Seagoville are receiving 
all funds , acknowledging them and then 
to build the planned building. We are so 
anxious to see this finished as soon as 
possible. 

FUQUA DEBATE and KEEPING THE 
LOCK IN WEDLOCK). His book 
LECTURES ON CHURCH CO
OPERATION AND ORPHAN 
HOMES is a classic in its field and did 
much to keep the church from being 
"swept" by anti-ism. His work in 
Christian apologetics (for example, THE 
WARREN-FLEW DEBATE, THE 
WARREN-MATSON DEBATE, and 
THE WARREN-BARNHART DE
BATE on the existence of God and 
Biblical ethics) has been significant. He is 
the author and/ or editor of many other 
books in addition to his editing THE 
SPIRITUAL SWORD and writing 
articles for it, as well as articles for other 
journals. 

His latest two books, just off the press, 
are the following: 

The first, CHRISTIANS ONLY -
AND THE ONLY CHRISTIANS is an 
affirmation of both the uniqueness and 

TOUR THE 
BEST OF EUROPE 

Holland, Germany, Switzerland, 
Italy & France. 

June 7, 1984 15 days 
Small Christian group (15) 

For itinerary and details 

C. T. Jackson, 4695 E. Elice 
Hot Springs, AR 71913 

(501) 525-8100 

Many of your readers know my wife 
and I built Chimala Mission Hospital at 
Chimala, Tanzania. This was the first 
hospital ever built by .our brethren. Now 
we need this church building in Arusha. 
Any help anyone can give will be so 
greatly appreciated. 

May God Bless each of you, 

Andrew M. Connally 
for The Seagoville Elders 
510 N . Kaufman St. 
Seagoville, Texas 75 159 

P. S. Please send all contributions to the 
above address. Thank you. 

the essentiality of the blood-bought 
church of Christ, in connection with the 
eternal purpose of God. This is all 
explained in thy light of four crucial laws 
of God: His law of authority, His law of 
inclusion, His law of faithfulness, and His 
Jaw of exclusion. 

The second. 335 CRUCIAL 
QUESTIONS ON CHRISTIAN 
UNITY, sets out questions which should 
be helpful to any thoughtful student in 
arriving at the truth as to what the Bible 
teaches about the church, Christian 
unity, denominationalism, and so forth. 

Both of these books are designed for 
both individual and/ or class study 
guides. They show how these matters can 
be studied both with deep and abiding 
concern for the truth and with love for all 
men. 

For details , write to NATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC., P. 0. Box 
1001 , Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Aug. 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Religion, 
1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 381 17 

Ph. 901-761-1350 801 -683- 1678 
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''BUT JESHURAN 
WAXED FAT, AND 

KICKED'' 
Ben F. Vick, Jr. 

In the above words, the prophet Moses compares 
Jeshuran to a well-fed horse which had been put out to 
pasture and which kicked in order to avoid restraint by 
his master. "Jeshuran" stands for Israel. These words by 
God's leader at that time were prophetic and yet served to 
warn Israel so that the evil might not take place. But 
despite the warning, Israel, on its own accord, fulfilled 
this very prophecy. And as those who are ignorant of 
history are bound to repeat it, God's spiritual J eshuran is 
following the same path. 

Moses, in his great song to the congregation of Isra~l, 
reminded them of how they waxed fat. He satd, 
"Remember the days of old ... " (Deut. 32:7). The Most 
High God kept Israel as the apple of his eye, and bore 
them on "eagles' wings" (Deut. 32:10, II; Ex. 19:4) out of 
the land of Egypt. He led them through a desert land into 
a land flowing with milk and honey. They rode on the 
high places of the earth that they might enjoy the increase 
of the fields. They fed from the honey and oil of the rock. 
They enjoyed the rich butter of the kine and the milk of 
the sheep. They tasted the fat of lambs and rams of 
Bashan. Their thirst was quenched by the pure blood of 
the grape (Deut. 32: 12-14). They were richly and lavishly 
blessed from the produce of the land. But, 0 what sad 
words, " ... Jeshuran waxed fat, and kicked." 

Years later, in the days of Nehemiah, the Levites 
comment on Moses' words in saying, "And they took 
strong cities, and a fat land, and possessed houses full of 
all goods, wells digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and 
fruit trees in abundance: so they did eat, and were filled, 
and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great 
goodness" (Neb. 9:25). You see, when times are good 
(materially speaking) people grow fat. And fromfatness, 
the next step in apostasy is forgetfulness. When things are 
going well, people forget God, the one from whom .an 
blessings flow. Israel had been warned concern1ng 
growing fat and forgetting the Blessed Giver of every 
good and perfect gift (Deut. 6:10-12; Jas. 1:17). It was 
true with Israel then; it is true with many in spiritual 
Israel today. It happened to the twelve tribes then; it has 
happened to many of the spiritual twelve tribes now. 

The prophet Moses, over and over again, used such 
words as "remember" and "lest ye forget" in the book of 
Deuteronomy. "Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget 
the covenant of the Lord your God~···" (Deut. 4:23; see 
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also Deut. 5:15; 6:12; 7:18; 8:22; 8:18-9:7, 27;) etc. Moses 
sang, "Remember the days of old, consider the years of 
many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; 
thy elders, and they will tell thee" ( Deut. 32: 7). And yet in 
prophetic warning concerning Israel, it was said, "Of the 
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast 
forgotten God that formed thee" (Deut. 32: 18). The Lord 
said, "Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her 
attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without 
number" (Jer. 2:32). From forgetting it is but an easy step 
to forsaking. 

Having reminded Judah that they had grown fat, the 
Levites, in Nehemiah 9:26, stated, "Nevertheless they 
were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast thy 
law behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which 
testified against them to turn them to thee, and they 
wrought great provocation." Yes, Jeshuran had "waxed 
fat, and kicked." They rebelled against the holy 
commandments of Jehovah God. They had become a 
nation void of counsel and understanding (Deut. 32:28; 
Hosea 4:6). The steps of their apostasy are further 
explained in Deuteronomy 30:17-18. The Lord, through 
the weeping prophet, described them in this fashion: "For 
my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken 
me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (Jer. 
2:13). 

When God's people (the church) become fat from an 
over abundance of things and the mad craze for pleasure, 
they forget God. Jesus warned: "Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Lk. 12: 15). 
The inspired apostle Paul tells us that covetousness is 
idolatry (Col. 3:5). Weare living in perilous times because 
many are "lovers of their own selves, covetous, .. .lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; ... " (II Tim. 3:2-4). 
They have a form 9f godliness but deny the power 
thereof. Consequently, they forget (II Pet. 1:5-11). They 
forget the importance of Bible s~udy on Wedn!-~~ay 
evening(Iliim. 2:15; Heb. 13:17). They neglectthe1rown 
salvation (Heb. 2:1-3). They turn to the heaping up of 
treasures in this life (Matt. 6:19-21). They forsake the 
assembling of the saints on the Lord's day (Heb. 10:25). 
They tum back and walk no more with the Lord (Jno. 
6:66; I Jno. 1:7) and "crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to an open shame"(Heb. 6:6). 
They, as Jeshuran of old, have ··waxed fat, and kicked." 

And we, as Moses, cry, "0 that they were wise, that 
they understood this, that they would consider their latter 
end." 

4915 Shelbyville Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 • 
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c L A s s I F I E D MISCELLANEOUS 

Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed esJ?edally to. ac.commodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or co':lgregat1ons ~eeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: F1rm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box l72001 Pensacola, FL 32522. 

BUSSES AVAILABLE tor donation to any bus mlnlltry In need 
ol one or more. 1888 Ford, 60 pau., 11&41nt1, 66 pan. Also, for 
IIIlo 11 a London double-decker bUI. Cell Colorado, 303-223-
7788 for lnfonnaUon. 

CASSETTETAPECATALOG-NewfromNortheatSchoolof 
Biblical Stuclln - For your Free Copy wrlto to: LIFE 
COMMUNICATIONS, P. 0. Box 655, Clifton Park, NY 12085. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relative• or frlencfa In Alaka. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMatu:ln. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E'' SL Sunday 9'.30 a 10:30 and 8:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,188 Clasroom houra 
Preaching - Pertonal Evangelism - Million• 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachera 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303·988-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Sauftey Road 

Pen~~~cola, Florida 32508 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 8:00 P.M., 
Wednesday Bible ltudy 7:00P.M., Max R. Mlllor, EvangeD1L 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pen~~~cola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904·453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
cla101, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2539, or 888· 
4383. Vlaltora Welcome. Write about nowcornera to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, East Brlltol Church of Chrllt lUll oH 1-81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bontu:lm Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-889-1898, 
Kenneth Ch&mbera, Mlnl1ter. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

SUnday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednnday Bible study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangell1t. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texa1 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

SUnday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worlhlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wodnnday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobba, Evangellat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndlanapolll, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., WednOiday Bible Study 7:45 P.M. Fred DIIYI1, EvangellaL 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE. N.Y. 
We will contact your relaUvea and friend I. Church meet1at 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-D487. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Chr11t, 
4890 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courae1 by 
Correlpondenco. Programmed tapea with written matertaland 
Inti. AJao you mar Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apoclalleaona on manr aubJects. For Free Information write: 
Sunaet Church of Cllrf•t. 2432 27th SL, Lubbock, TX 79411. 

Walhlngton, D.C. area- 20 mlnutoa from our nadon'a capital, 
Church of Chrlat, 111 E111t Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone 703 • 838-3083 or 971-4147, Mark N. Hlcka, 
Evangeii•L 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Eltabllahed lelf-1upportlng congregation of 100 memberlln 
aouthem Idaho dellrea fuD-Ume preacher. Send aermon tape• 
and reiUmo with Educatlon/Eamlnp hl1tory to: Central 
Church of Cl1rlst, South 4th and H Streets, Rupert, ID 83350. 
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Mlnl1ter wantocl - eatabllahed congregation of100 lOOking 
full-time worker. Radio exp. desired. Houaeand ult. provided. 
Send 1erm0n tape~ and reaume with educaUonleamlng• 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Chrllt, P. 0. Box 9, 
Jano1vllle, Wl53547. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small Oklahoma Panhandle 
congregaUon at Texhoma, Oklahoma 11 needing a full·tlmo 
preacher. Partial aupport may be needed. Unfumllhed 
hoUilng 11 available. Send roiUme to: Church of Chrl1t, Box 
392, Texhoma, OK 75949. 

Small south Toxa church need• active, reUred or semi-retired 
mlnlater 9-1-84. 3 BJR houae aftcl utllltle• and mode1tulary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrla, 
Texa 78355. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by Ire Y. Rice, Jr. Paperback -
150 page• - $5.75 total. J. L Davld10n; Box 82, Bert Brown 
Road: Conroe, Texa 77302. 

FREE SONG BOOKS: 4 cllfforent 1tylo1. Over 200 bookl. Only 
asking po~tage. Church of Chrllt, SprlngerviUo, AZ (802) 333-
2032. 

How many religious perlodlcala do you aublcrtbe to? 

INVESTIGATE! Tho Firm Foundation trlo1 to 1croen 
adverUIIng, and will not knowingly take queltlonable 
advertising. But It Ia the reador'a reaponllblllty to lnvntlgato. 
Like any other paper, we 10rnotlme1 unwHtlngly run an
unworthy ad. AI the old 10ylng goe1, before you lnve~t, 
lnvoaUptof 

Available Juno 1. Desire fulltlme pulpit oreduc:atJonal mlnlltry 
In So. Groat Lak01 area. BA In Bible with training In btbllcal 
language~, counaellng, apologetlca and per10nal evangelllm. . 
Some experience. Ago 26 with family. ReiUme, tape available. 
Contact Mike Devaney, 5956 Oaklolgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 38116, 
205-281-3456. 

JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redompUon (God'a Eternal Purpose and Plan). Studle~ by 
Larry Doaon In hl1mlnlltry a Dean of the Northeat School of 
Biblical Studlnat Clifton Park, NY. 52 completeleaaoniiNd 
you.thru the Bible twice In one year. 34 casette tape• with 207 
page 1tucly guide complete with outllno1. Ideal for Adult Blblo 
Claae1, or Bible Collego1. lncludel 3-drawer &torege cue. 
$88.00 po1tpald. Order from: LHe Communlcdona, Box 655, 
Clifton Park, NY 12065. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Preacher, ago 50, mllalonary experience, 25 year1 preaching, 
desire• to relocate. Wlfo hu elementary certificate. 501-268· 
4319. 

PREACHER DESIRES TO RELOCATE: Graduate of Freed
Hardeman College with a B.S. In Bible, 47 yeara old, 12 yura 
oxp., married, two children IIIII at home. Bobby Crowell, P. 0. 
Box 472, Wroy, CO 80758, phone 303-332-4487. 

HELP WANTED 
Alloclate Mlnllter needod for the Summer. ExceDent 
opportunity for Bible MaJor. Pertonal EvangelllmiYouth 
orlontad quaUt101. Send ReiUmo: Church of Chrl1t, Route 3, 
lola, KS 66749, Ph. 318-365-2977 or 8427. 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR NEEDED: Family man preferred, 
homo fumlahed, salary Ia open. Inquire at Fairground Road 
Church of Chrt1t, 3218 N. Chadbourne, San Angelo, TX;76903. 
Phono(915)~. 

ELEM. TEACHERS: 84-85, Inquire Sequoia ChrlaUan School, 
137 E. Morton, Porterville, CA 93257. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $18,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Cell 805-687-8000 Ext. R-4348. 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: Fullaervlce rellglou1 bookatore. Wollestabllshed. 
Good location. Include• building, fixture• and Inventory. For 
more dotaJII call (214) 792-7777 durfng bualneaa houri. After 
hOUri (214) 832-5203, 

The Cao For Tho Chri1Uan Policeman 
Terry M. HlghfOWOI' 
$5.00 + 89$ poatago 

P. 0. Box 859, Soba1Uan, FL 32&58 

Order by phone 

.Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

Subscribe foryourfrlendaand get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
C0111Jregatlon pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per laaue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Ia mailed to 
one addreas. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

OLYMPICS. C of C member need• to rent 2 bdrm. tully 
tumllhed apL to Olyplc enthuslaiL Pntfor 3 per10n1 or leu. 5 
min. to LAX. ct01e to all eventl. Applicants mu1t have verifiable 
referral1. Very reasonable rata to the rl;ht people. Ralph, P. 0. 
Box 333, El Segundo, CA 90245 or (213) 322·8387. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, OlpecJaflJ older Brotherhood 
and any Debatol. WaJIW Staphent, Box 285, Shawn", OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For llat of thOle desiring to correspond with other 
alng181, send SASE to Correapondonce, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llsL Give age - optional. 

"THE HEART WRmNG MINISTRY" Freo Congregational 
Workahopa Galus Fund for Needy Mlnllterl. For Information 
Write To: L D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Sullo 1106; Dallal, 
TX75243. 

The Hlco church of Chrlat 11 In noed of a fuD-Cfme go~pel 
preacher. Contact J. T. Leonard, RL 3146, Hlco, TX 76457. 
(817) 796-4509. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write lor free leather 
aamplo1 and prtcoa. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texa 
79604. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
Where you are! 

1. Place a short sermon in your ci!}', county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2 Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. Instructions 
free. 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamged 20¢ addressed to you. 
LITERATURE, 2 2 Grape St., Abilene, Texas 
79801. 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 765 71 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth. Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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Problems Are Good For You! 
Jerry Moffitt 

Amidst cheering thousands, Queen Elizabeth II 
bestowed the Wimbledon tennis crown on a tall, graceful 
American girl. All her life this girl had struggled one way 
or another. When very young, she was exceedingly ill, 
and her convalescence was remarkably slow. Her mother 
discovered that she just wanted to sit, so her mother told 
her to bring a slab of rock from the barn to serve as a 
footstep to the house. Shocked, she told her mother she 
couldn't move it. "Move it," she was told, "even if you 
only make one inch a day!" It took two months, but the 
child learned a great lesson: If you feel weak, you grow 
strong by struggle. Her name was Althea Gibson. 

WHAT ABOUT PROBLEMS? 

A curious change appears to have occured in our 
national philosophy with respect to problems. Our 
heritage was one of frontiersmen, pioneer settlers, and 
rugged backwoods families. Wives knew not only how to 
load a rifle, they also knew how to cock and shoot. They 
expected privation, Indian attacks, wild beasts, and 
death. But then there arose among us the strange notion 
that ideally no one should have a problem, that it is the 
function of government and medicine to make sure that 
we never suffer. Such a philosophy is a deadly one, for it 
won't come about, nor would it be good if it did. Jesus 
said to the apostles he loved: 

"In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer,· I have overcome the world" (Jn. 16:33). 

We will have problems till the day we die. There is no 
escape from them. The idea is to struggle, to overcome 
problems, to grow strong through them. The truth is, 
when you solve one set of problems, you will trade them 
in for another set. So we must learn to handle problems. 
The Bible gives us all we need to let us know how to 
handle trials of faith. 

James said, "Count it a// joy, my brethren, whenyefa/1 
into manifold temptations; knowing that the proving of 
your faith worketh patience" (Jas. 1:2, 3). So problems 
are good; they give us patience. Then, however, he said, 
"But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God ... " 
(Jas. 1:5). We do not need less problems, we need more 
wisdom when bearing those problems. 

THE GOOD WHICH COMES FROM PROBLEMS 

Some airplanes have vortex generators which create 
turbulence for the plane. The plane flies better with a little 
turbulence. Truly, saints of God only learn to soar with a 
little turbulence in their lives. We thrive in a hostile 
environment. That's how we learn trust (Prov. 3:5, 6), 
and how to free ourselves from the anxious struggle for 
riches (Matt. 6: 19-34). Why does God shake us loose into 
the, at times, terribly frightening human experience? He 
does so because he loves us, and wants us to grow strong 
(I Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6:10-19). Think of the beautiful oak 
tree which grows down on the blackland prairie. It sinks 
its roots in the fertile black soil and grows up lush, and 
large, and lovely. Then there is the one which grows on a 
cliff. It has to sink its roots through and around the rock, 
searching hungrily for every bit of precious soil. It grows 
up· gnarled, and stunted, and ugly. But when Hurricane 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial. .. 

HINDRANCES TO FELLOWSHIP 
WITH GOD 

In 1 John 1:6-2:6, we find the nature of God; the work of Christ; the 
relation of faith and obedience; and the characteristics of Christian 
fellowship. One should carefully read the above passage and note the 
various hindrances to fellowship which are mentioned. Fellowship with 
God can be enjoyed and maintained, but it can also be hindered. 

God is light- purity ( 1 :5), love - absolute goodness ( 4:8), and life
truth and all that makes up eternity (5:20). Yet, fellowship with God can 
be enjoyed. This fellowship is not to be taken for granted for many fall 
away. 

What are the hindrances to fellowship with God, which John noted in 
these few verses? 

HYPOCRISY (1:6-7) 

Hypocrisy means "insincerity - playing a part." The hypocrite 
professes to honor Christ, yet he deliberately rejects and disobeys Him. 
However, the message is, "Even the hypocrite can be cleansed." He must 
walk in the light, and by a continued life of faithfulness, he can have 
fellowship with God. 

IMPENITENCE (1:8-9) 

Impenitence is the result of refusing to recognize one's sins. How often 
do we insist that our "errors" are not really sins? We hear, "If I have 
sinned ... " far more than, "God be merciful on me a sinner." People often 
take refuge in "frailties of the flesh," "mistakes," "youthful pleasures" 
and other such expressions that seemingly whitewash sin. We don't often 
talk about our sins. 

John says that in such conduct we deceive ourselves. We walk in 
darkness and talk in terms of the devil and all the while think that we are 
going to heaven, when in reality we are deceived and lost. But such sins 
can be forgiven. Christians are to confess their sins and when they do
God will forgive. We must always be on guard and never let the devil 
blind us to our sins. 

SELF -SUFFICIENCY (1:1 0-2:2) 

Self -sufficiency is much like impenitence; however, it goes one step 
farther. The self-sufficient sinner (theologians call him a humanist) says 
he has within himself all he needs to be what he wants to be. He argues 
that he does not need to repent of sins and that he certainly does not need 
a saviour. Obviously, fellowship with God on such a basis is impossible. 
Such an individual must first discover his need and then turn to Jesus, 
God's propitiation for sins. As such He appeases the wrath of God and 
satisfies the demands of justice (2 Cor. 5:21 ). All men would be without 
God and thus without hope if it were not for the advocacy of Jesus Christ. 
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INDIFFERENCE (2:3-6) 

The individual guilty of indifference claims to know 
God but makes no attempt to obey His word. Such 
profession, without practice, produces no fruit. We often 
quote, as the bottom line, an old cliche, ··The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating." In Christianity, the bottom line 
may be, "The proof of one's Christianity is his attitude 
toward God's word." David wrote, "Thy word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might not sin against thee." He further 
stated, regarding a child of God, "But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his lawdoeth he meditate day and 
night." Jesus said to His disciples, "If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love,· even as I have 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love" 
(Jn. 15:10). Note: Jesus remained in the love of God by 
keeping His commandments, and if we remain in God's 
love, we must dilligently do the same. In light of this 
statement by our Lord. how is it that we have those 
among us who teach that keeping the commandments of 
God is legalism'? 

Problems Are Good For You! 
(Continued from Page I) 

Camille comes through, which one is left standing? The 
one with the roots around the dreadful rocks survive, 
for it is stronger and ready, due to great struggle. 

What is it all about'? The answer is, it is not easy to 
prepare a soul for the path to heaven. When we realize 
that, we recognize that every large - yes, even every 
small - disturbance in our life has meaning beyond 
itself. We should suspect in each ripple and wave and 
billow the hand of God, stirring, rocking the boat, all the 
while teaching us trust and dependence. The servants 
cried that the Chaldeans and the Sabeans took the asses 
and camels! Job said, ••Jehovah gave, and JEHOVAH 
taketh away; blessed be the name of Jehovah'' (Job. I :21 ). 
Then notice: 

"and not only so, but we also re]ozce in our 
tribulations,· knowing that tribulation worketh 
stedfastness; and stedfastness, approvedness; and 
approvedness, hope" (Rom. 5:3, 4). 

There is an unbroken chain which begins with 
tribulation and ends in hope. Knowing, therefore, the 
good which comes from tribulation, we rejoice in 
tribulation. 

Again, problems help us trust. We sometimes think the 
apostle Paul did not have to learn this lesson. but he did. 
Speaking probably about the riot in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-
41) Paul said the following: 

"8 For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning our affliction which befell us in Asia, 
that we were weighed down exceedingly, beyond 
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Walking in the light; confessing our sins; serving Jesus; 
loving God and one another; and much more, depends on 
our attitude toward the word. It is so important that we 
love God and keep His commandments (1 Jn. 5:3). 

CONCLUSION 

According to John: (I) The hypocrite is a liar and does 
not the truth when he claims fellowship with God; (2) The 
impenitent deceives himself and the truth is not in him 
when he says that he has no sins; (3) The self-sufficient 
makes God a liar when he claims his innocence; (4) The 
indifferent man is a liar when he claims to know God but 
does not obey His word. The Apostle of Love uses strong 
language and great plainness of speech to teach the 
important lesson of surrendering to Christ and His will. 
May we search the scriptures and order our lives 
accordingly so that we can have fellowship with God. 

- W. S. Cline, Editor 

• 
our power, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 
9yea, we ourselves have had the sentence of death 
within ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves, but in God who raiseth the dead"(II Cor. 
1:8, 9). 

Why did you have such a problem, Paul? "That we 
should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raiseth the 
dead." What is it all about, Paul? "That we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God ... " 

Let us trust in Him also, for he has given us such 
wonderful assurance: 

"The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them"(Psa. 34:7). 

"Cast thy burden upon Jehovah, and he will sustain 
thee: He will never suffer the righteous to be moved" 
(Psa. 55:22). 

"Be ye free from the Jove of money; content with 
such things as ye have:for himself hath said, /will in 
no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake 
thee" (Heb. 13:5). 

WE SHOULD BE DEDICATED OPTIMISTS 

Because God is always with us, and because he 
invariably brings good out of a bad situation, we should 
almost irritate people with our optimism. I heard the 
story once of a farmer who perennially saw good in 
everything. It irritated to no end one of his farmhands. 
Once while loading hay on the back of the old Model A 
truck, the weight was so great at the very back that the 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Problems Are Good For You! 
(Continued from Page 3) 

front end of the truck lifted right off the ground and sat 
straight up in a fixed perpendicular position. Now was his 
chance. The farmhand asked, bearly able to smother his 
glee, "Well what do you think of that, Jake?" The farmer 
stared at it a moment and replied, ui don't know. But 
while it's up there, I think I will grease it." 

[ Problem Passages I 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

This is the first in a series of articles dealing with 
difficult verses and passages in the Bible. Many of our 
very fine and bright young men are singled out by their 
professors in under graduate school and encouraged to 
attend the most prestigious institutions of higher 
learning. Often these young people, having arrived at 
graduate learning centers, are confronted with 
unbelieving teachers who present them with problems 
they cannot, in their inexperience and immaturity, 
handle. It is not uncommon for these students to be 
bullied and browbeaten out of their faith in the all 
sufficiency and total reliability of the sacred writings. 

One ploy used by the unbelieving university professors 
is to asse11 boldly, and even attempt to prove, that the 
Bible has jarring, clashing disagreements in it. That the 
writers of the Bible make up things that most likely did 
not happen. That what it teaches about Jesus in one place 
does not tally with what it teaches about Jesus in another. 

Is the Bible consistent with itself? If yes, it is an 
amazing document indeed and such consistency proves 
conclusively that the Bible is God breathed and worthy of 
all acceptation. If no, the Bible is unreliable and ought to 
be rejected. 

It is astonishing to hear religious leaders in the 
denominational world asserting that the Bible does not 
agree with itself. It is appalling to hear men associated 
with the restoration plea alleging there are parts of the 
Bible which clash and jar against one another ... that 
scripture does disagree with itself. 

It is dogmatically affirmed that the four gospels do not 
coincide in the teaching about Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemane and on the cross. Because the question has 
been raised, it is my purpose to examine those sections of 
the gospels which are thought to be inharmonious. The 
study may extend over several weeks and several articles. 
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So may we all ""hang in there." Problems are good for 
us. And may we realize the truth of what David said: 

II IJ I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of Jehovah in the land of the living. u Wait 
for Jehovah: Be strong, and let thy heart take 
courage; Yea, wait thou for Jehovah" (Psa. 27: 13~ 
14). 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 787c!R • 

Please take time right now to read Mark 14:32-52, 
Matthew 26:36-56, Luke 22:39-54 and John 18:1-12, and 
as you read attempt to take note of any possible 
contradictions. 

It is charged that the four gospel writers disagree in the 
following points: 

I. Did Judas kiss Jesus to betray him or not? Matthew 
and Mark say Judas kissed Jesus. Luke says Judas tried 
to kiss Jesus but failed. John does not mention the 
betrayal kiss. 

2. Who was in charge that night? Matthew and Mark 
seem to say the crowd controlled the events. Luke places 
less emphasis on the crowd. And John says the crowd was 
helpless in the presence of Jesus. 

3. Who was in the mob that came to arrest Jesus? 
Matthew and Mark say the crowd was sent from the chief 
priests, scribes and elders. Luke says the mob was the 
chief priests, captains of the Temple and elders of the 
Jews. John says it was a band of Roman soldiers. 

4. Matthew and Mark say the disciples were tired, 
numb and ashamed; Luke says they were sleeping for 
sorrow; John makes no mention of the defection of the 
followers of Jesus. 

5. Matthew and Mark say Jesus prayed three times. 
Luke says this happened only once. John has no praying, 
no watching, no sleeping and no waking. 

6. Matthew, Mark and John portray Jesus in great 
distress and earnestly praying for the cup to pass away 
from him, while John shows Jesus in complete charge of 
the situation and being arrested only because he was 
willing to be arrested. 

Are these accounts contradictory and conflicting, or 
do they agree and, taken together, do they present a 
consistent and coherent account of what happened that 
sad night in Gethsemane? Perhaps the best way to resolve 
the matter is to give a harmony of these four accounts. 
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including every word in the four gospels relative to the 
arrest in the garden, and with appropriate comments. 

But first let it be noted that omission is not 
contradiction. If a particular writer does not mention a 
particular thing, it does not follow that he denies that 
thing occured. He simply does not mention it! He does not 
by his omission deny that it happened. John ·s failure to 
mention the betrayal kiss does not contradict the other 
three gospel writer's statement that the kiss took place. 

Now consider the harmony. As we blend the four 
accounts together and show that the three accounts are 
in truth one account, I will identify each gospel writer by 
giving his name in parenthesis. 

"He went forth with his disciples over the brook 
Kidron, where there was a garden, into which he entered, 
himself and his disciples (John). Then cometh Jesus with 
them unto a place called Gethsemane (Matthew). And 
they came unto a place which was named Gethsemane 
(Mark). And when he was at the place (Luke). And saith 
unto his disciples, Sit ye here while I go yonder and pray 
(Matthew). And saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while 
I pray (Mark). And he took with him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and sore 
troubled (Matthew). And he taketh with him Peter and 
James and John, and began to be greatly amazed and 
sore troubled (Mark). Then saith he unto them, My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: abide ye here, 
and watch with me (Matthew). And he saith unto them, 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death: abide ye 
here, and watch (Mark). He said unto them, Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation(Luke). And he wentforwarda 
little, andfe/1 on his face, and prayed, saying, My Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me: 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt (Matthew). 
And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass away 
from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are 
possible unto thee,· remove this cup from me: Howbeit 
not what I will, but what thou wilt (Mark). And he was 
parted from them about a stones case,· and he kneeled 
down and prayed, saying, Father, if thou be willing, 
remove. this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done (Luke). And he cometh unto the disciples, 
and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak (Matthew). And he cometh, 
andfindeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, 
steepest thou? couldest thou not watch one hour? Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak (Mark). Again a 
second time he went away, and prayed, saying, My 
Father, if this cannot pass away, except, I drink it, thy 
will be done (Matthew). And again he went away, and 
prayed, saying the same words (Mark). And he came 
again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy 
( Mauhew). And again he came, and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were very heavy; and they knew not what to 
answer him (Mark). And he left them again, and went 
away, and prayed a third time, saying again the same 
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words ( Mauhew ). And there appeared unto him an angel 
from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony 
he prayed more earnestly,· and his sweat became as it were 
great drops of blood falling down upon the ground. And 
when he rose, he came unto the disciples, and found them 
sleeping for sorrow, and said unto them, Why sleep ye? 
rise and pray, that ye enter not into temptation (Luke). 
Then cometh he to the disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners (Matthew). And he cometh the third time, and 
saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is 
enough; the hour is come,· behold, the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Arise, and let us be 
going: behold, he that betrayeth me is at hand (Mark). 
Arise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that betrayeth 
me (Matthew)." 

It is obvious that no contradictions exist in the gospels 
in giving us a report of what happened in the first hours in 
the garden on the night Jesus was betrayed. 

Two things should be noted: First, the agomzmg 
prayers of Jesus lasted over a considerable period of time. 
He must have said a great deal more than is recorded. The 
inspired historians give us a succinct summary of his 
earnest petition. It would have required some time for the 
three disciples to have fallen asleep as they waited for the 
return of the Lord. 

Second, Jesus was not drawing back from the prospect 
of death. He was not afraid to die. It is inconceivable that 
he who inspired a noble band of martyrs to face wild 
animals in the arena, to stretch their necks before the axe 
and sword, to be hung upon crosses and buried or burned 
alive, could himself have been filled with abject fear at the 
hour of his death. No, he was not in such dread merely 
because he was about to die, but he experienced this great 
sorrow, almost to the point of suffocation, because he 
was conscious that, as the lamb of God, he was about to 
offer the sacrifice that could take away the sins of the 
whole world. Notice how the Holy Spirit connects the 
grief ofGethsemane with the salvation of the human race. 
"Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers 
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, and having been 
heard for his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet 
learned obedience by the things which he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became unto all them that 
obey him the author of eternal salvation; named of God a 
high priest after the order ofMelchizedek"(Hebrews5:7-
10). 

The weight of the sins of the world was upon him and 
therefore did he suffer! Looking back to the beginning of 
time, he saw clearly and knew accurately all of the misery 
sin had caused; looking forward to the end of time, he 
knew all of the grief sin would cause in the future. He 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Problem Passages 
(Continued from Page 5) 

fo r God to fo rgi ve si nful ma n a nd a t the same time remai n 
a just God . T hat explains th e mystery of his g rief in the 
ga rden o n the night of his a rrest. 

knew, as only God can know , that all disease, a ll pain , a ll 
dissolution a nd death are ca used by sin . He was a ware of 
every tear that had ever we lled up in a human eye and of 
a ll the hurting, damage and injury ex perie nced by 
morta ls and knew that sin was the cause of it a ll. He knew 
that God, therefore, hates sin and has no cho ice but to 
permit the ungodly to be punished . He knew tha t he was 
about to g ive himself to die tha t he might ma ke it possible 

In the nex t article we wi ll continue o ur in vestiga ti o n 
into the teaching of the four gospel w rite rs co nce rning the 
tria l a nd crucifi x ion of J es us of a zere th. If yo u kn ow of 
prob lem passages yo u wo uld like to have d iscussed 111 

future a rtic les, please do not hesita te to co nta ct me . 

11 8 15 Do uble Tree 
Houston, TX 77070 • 

Biblical Studies 
Gilb~rt D. Go ugh. &litur 

'~ Salutation 
and the 

Importance of 
Trials" 

(James 1: 1-11) 
Gilbert Gough 

The epistle o f James is a doctrina l 
book concerning the moral principles 
needed to live the Christian 's life. It is 
a very practical book and the 
teachings of James coincide with the 
teachings of J esus in the S ermon On 
The Mount. lt is a valua ble book to 
those that love God and desire to be 
obedient sons of God. There fore , a 
study of the book of James is forth 
coming in thi s study and in studies to 
come. 

J ames, a servant of God and of the 
Lord J esus Christ, to the twelve tribes 
which are scattered ab road , greeting. 
This introductory verse to the epistle 
of J a mes is a saluta tion unto the J ews 
who have dispersed into other lands. 
But the question a rises, which James 
of th e New Testament wro te this 
epistle? This question has been a 
point of controversy for some time, 
and it is supposed that it will continue 
to be. However, after one has done a 
thorough research , the evidence 
seems to lean towa rd J a me s the ha lf
brother of the Lord. Space does not 
permit dea ling with the matte r. 
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ote tha t J a mes ca lls h imself "a 
se rva nt of God and of the Lord J esus 
C hrist. " First, James recognizes tha t 
he was in submission to God and His 
Son . H e was in vo lved in a 
Master I s lave relati ons hip. Second , 
James a ttributes a co-equa l sta tus to 
God the Fa ther a nd J esus the So n. 
The coordinate conjunction "and" 
connects the two o n an equal basis. 
J ames knew the a utho rity o f the 
G odhead and bowed in submission to 
them. 

It should be noted that James' 
epis tle is addressed to " the twelve 
tribes which a re sca tte red a broad ." Of 
course, the " twelve tribes" is a 
reference to the descenda nts of the 
twe lve sons of Jacob (or also called 
Isra el). The descenda nts of the twelve 
tribes we re scatte red whe n th e 
Assyria ns in 722 B.C. co nque red the 

orthern Kingd om a nd when the 
Babylonians in 586 B.C. conquered 
th e So uthe rn Kin g d o m . The 
Assyria ns a nd the Babylonians too k 
ca ptive the twelve tribes a nd ca used 
them to be scattered among the 
na tions . Acts 2:5 alludes to this fact 
when on the day of Pentecos t the 
J ews ga thered in J erusale m. The 
inspi red Lu ke sa id tha t the re we re 
J ews in Jerusa lem " out of eve ry 
na tio n under heaven. " 

La ter, in Acts 8: l , the J ews wh o 
obeyed the gospel were ca used to 
scatter beca use of the persecution 
aga inst the church. These C hristian 
J ews co ntinued to scatter accord ing 
to Acts 11:1 9. So, J a mes is writing to 
these sca tte red C hristia n J ews to 
expla in to them further how to li ve 
the C hristian li fe. 

My brethren, count it all joy 
1vhen ye fall into divers 
temptations; Knowing this, that 
the try ing of your faith work eth 
patience. But let patience have 
her pe1ject work , !hat ye may be 
petfect and emire, wanting 
nothing. ~f any of you lack 
wisdom, lei him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally , and 
unbraide!h 1101; and it shall be 
given him. But lei him ask in 
failh, n01hing wavering. For he 
that waveret/1 is like a wave of 
!he sea driven wi!h the wind and 
tossed. For let not that man 
think thai he shall receive 
anylhing of the Lord. A double
minded man is unstable in all his 
ways. 

Herein lies the C hristia n 's a tt it ud e 
toward tempta tions or tria ls. J a mes is 
not sa ying tha t tria ls a re a joy in and 
of themselves . He says tha tjoy comes 
as a res ult o f facing the t ria ls 
fa ithfully. And the reason is clear. By 
facing these trials o r tests o f fa ith, it 
causes a Christian to g row in th e 
virtue of patience. Pa tie nce, in turn , 
wil l bring abo ut a complete or mature 
wo rk. Patience wil l bring about the 
desi red result. The result of the wor k 
of patie nce is desc ribed as "perfect 
a nd e ntire, wa nting noth ing." 
Patience will give accomplis hme nt 
a nd success, and whe re the re is 
accomplis hment and s uccess nothing 
else is needed . Fo r the Christian 
h eave n w ill b e the grea tes t 
a ccomp l is hme nt pro v ided o n e 
pa tiently waits and obeys. 

J a mes professes tha t o ne need s 
wi sdom to face patie ntly th e tra ils o f 
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life. The admonishment is to ask God 
for wisdom. God will not hold bac k 
the wisdom needed beca use He gives 
liberal ly. All one has to do is ask of 
God. 

When one asks God for wisdom. 
there is a qualification for the asking. 
One must .. ask in faith , not 
wavering." Fa ith is trust in God and is 
tak ing God at His word. If you trust 
God to tell the truth , for he ca nnot tell 
a lie (Titus I :2), then be assured that 
God will answer the request. The faith 
of the Christian in God is to be based 
so lidly in the truth of God's word and 
not to be tossed to and fro. If a 
person's faith in God is like the 
ocean's waves that aimlessly a re 
driven to the shore and then away, 
James says that that person should 
not think that God will a nswer his 
request. God expects the Christian's 
faith to be strong in Him. The 
conclusion to this matter is that a 
"double-minded man is unstable in a ll 
his ways." Here is a man tha t is two
faced and unreliable to God or to his 
fellowman. 

Let the brother of low degree 

rejoice in that he is exalted: But 
the rich, in that he is made low: 
because as the flower of the 
grass he shall pass away. For the 
sun is no sooner risen wirh a 
burning hear, but it withereth 
the grass, and rheflower thereof 
fal/eth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisherh: so also 
shall the rich man fade away in 
his ways. 

In the midst of the trials and 
temptations, the Christian's attitude 
must be proper. Whether one is poor 
or whether one is rich, it must be 
remembered that things of this 
earthly existence will die and wither 
away just like the flo wer or grass. 
Physical life is tempora l. If the poor 
or rich man is a Christian, if a poor 
man makes great gain in life, or if the 
rich man loses all that he has, his 
attitude should be that material 
things shall pass away and they sha ll 
be worthless after death. Material 
things wi ll be of no lasting value after 
one fades away into eternity. 

So, what can Christians today 
learn from this passage of scripture? 

I) Christians can learn that trials and 
temptations benefit when they 
develop and mature in the virtue of 
patience. The apostle paul said, 
" ... but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; and patience, experience; 
and experience, hope"(Romans 5:3b-
4). 2) Christians can learn that to ask 
wisdom of God, it takes a faith that 
believes God will honor His word. 3) 
Christians can learn that a man who is 
double-minded is not to be trusted. 
God cannot depend upon such a 
person because he is unstable. 
Christians must be "steadfast, 
unmovable, a lways abounding in the 
work of the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). 4) 
Christians can learn that trusting in 
material possessions is futile. "For 
what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?" (Ma tthew 16:26). This 
rhetorical question implies a negative 
answer. Man gains nothing and loses 
everything worthwhile if he trusts in 
things of this world. 

P. 0. Box 665 
Dresden, Tennessee 38225 • 

NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 8, 1984 

AMI FEATURES: 
• Firm - "No Floating"- Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

• IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 

7 (295] 



In Light of the Scriptures 

ON "DE-SEXING" 
THE BIBLE 

Burton Coffman 

Recent news notices of the United Church of C hrist's 
campaign to "de-sex" the Bible show o n the part of that 
religious organization the length to which evil and 
arrogant men will go in their efforts to destroy the Word 
of the Lord , the Bible. 

Transla tors of the King James Version of the Ho ly 
Scriptures (the Authorized Version, abbreviated AV) 
believed that they were translating the Word of God , and 
consequently labored to give a faithful rend itio n of what 
the "holy men inspired by the Holy Spirit" had written. 
To a large extent , this same conviction motivated the 
schola rs who gave us the American Standard Version 
(ASV). But beginning with the RSV a nd escalating 
afterwards, transla tors more and more have forsaken 
that viewpoint and are bringing out so-ca lled 
" translations" and renditions that make no pretence 
whatever of loyalty to the text, producing "bibles" that 
contain what the scholars imagine the sacred writers 
"intended" to say, or what they "should have said," 
instead of what they actually wrote. 

The present efforts of the so-called United C hurch of 
Christ (no connection whatever with Churches of C hri st) 
is but the latest in a lo ng li st of such departures from the 
Word of the Lord. Is it hard to see that the acceptance of 
such proposed changes makes men, a nd not God, the 
author of what is produced? 

Our blessed Sa vi our believed that the 0 ld T estament is 
inspired, referring to its words as tha t which "God said" 
(Matthew 19:5); appealing to it as the supreme authority 
in his contest with the devil (Matthew 4:4), referring to it 
in one sentence as, "Your law ... the scriptures ... and the 

word of God," adding tha t "The script ures cannot be 
broken" (John 10:34-36). He deno unced a s " foolish" 
those who d id not believe .. . "all" that s ta nds in the 
scriptures (Luke 24:25). 

All of the ho ly apostles believed in the inspiration of 
the Old Testament , sta ting, " Holy men spake fro m God 
being moved by the Holy Spirit"(2 Peter 1:2 1); and it is 
not possible tha t they would have believed in this if it had 
not been taught to them by the Lord . The same 
conviction of inspiration also pe rtains to the words 
written by the apos tles; because Jesus said , "It is not ye 
that speak but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in 
you" (Matthew I 0: I 0). 

Brethren, how fa r are you will ing to go down the road 
of a rrogance, conceit, unbelief, and blasphemy wit h 
those sons of the devil who a rrogate to themselves the 
right of dete rmining what is and wha t is not the word of 
God? 

Sex is a distinctio n taught not only in the Bible but by 
every fact associated with human life, indeed of a ll life; 
and for those wh o do not accept wha t God ha s revealed 
we should not a ttempt to accommoda te to their views. 
Let them a lte r the facts o f life and of histo ry first; then 
fulminate agai nst the Bible. 
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WHAT MUST I 
DO TO KEEP 

SAVED? (NO. 4) 
Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

In some four articles for FIRM 
FOUNDATION I am pleasantly 
engaged with you, our dear readers, 
in a serious study of a very vital 
question that has headed each article 
as title. It is of vast importance to be 
saved initially. It is likewise of 
weighty import to remain among the 
saved. During the previous three 
articles I have stressed that to remain 
among the saved we must be putting 
the church of our blessed Lord first in 
our lives, we must be living 
righteously and godly in the present 
world and there must be regular 
periods of Bible Study and prayer to 
him who inhabits eternity itself (Isa. 
57:15). 

OBLIGATIONS OWED OTHERS 

A continuation of living the 
Christian life demands that we 
perform faithfully the obligations of 
duty toward other people. The 
Golden Rule of the Christian religion 
has others and our attitudes and 
actions toward them as its very 
heartbeat. The Master declared near 
the end of the Sermon on the Mount, 
''Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets" (Matt. 7: 12). 
Universal hearing and heeding of this 
great and good rule would turn this 
old world around in a hurry! 

In order to keep saved we must 
perform our duties toward members 
of our immediate families. This 
means that husbands and wives 
should work for harmony in 
marriage. It means that parents and 
children should seek to live in an 
approved relationship with each 
other in the family framework. Paul 
talks at length relative to husbands 
and wives in the closing verses of 
Ephesians 5 and pertaining to the 
parent and child relationship in 
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Ephesians 6. He wrote, 
Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church: and he 
is the saviour of the body. 
Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands 
in every thing. Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he might 
sancitify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word. 
That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. So 
ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth 
his wife loveth himself. For no 
man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church: For we are members 
of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones. For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be 
one flesh. This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless let every one of you 
in particular so love his wife 
even as himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband. 
Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord: for this is right. 
Honour thy father and mother,· 
which is the first commandment 
with promise; That it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth. And, ye 
fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. (Eph. 
5:22-6:4). 

Thomas B. Warren, one of the field 
editors of FIRM FOUNDATION, a 
great gospel preacher, editor of THE 
SPIRITUAL SWORD and one of 
the finest Bible scholars alive today, 
has well said in the title of his great 

classic on marriage, MARRIAGE IS 
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE GOD 
AND ONE ANOTHER. Powerful 
priority is herein observed - God 
first and the marital mate next. These 
twin concepts form the very heartbeat 
of successful marriage - love for 
God and love for each other. There is 
a triangle to marital success. Jehovah 
God must be at the top angle for 
husband and wife must look up to 
him for guidance and direction. The 
husband and wife then form the two 
base angles. This way both husband 
and wife have a hold upon God and 
each has a hold upon the other. There 
is also a triangle of parent and child 
relationships. Again the Lord is 
placed at the top angle and at the base 
angles we have righteous parents at 
one end and obedient children at the 
other end. These have been some of 
the main thrusts I have tried to set 
forth in two books on the home -
CHRIST IN THE HOME and 
JESUS CHRIST: THE HOPE OF 
THE HOME. 

In order to remain among the saved 
we must h~lp those in need. In 
Matthew 25 Jesus provides a graphic
scene of the coming judgment. ·The 
righteous will be placed on his right 
hand and the wicked on his left hand. 
Those on the right hand are there 
because they aided those in need. The 
Lord will say to this fortunate group, 

For I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat: /was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I . was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: 
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in 
prison, and ye came unto me. 
Then shall the righteous answer 
him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? 
or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
When saw we thee a stranger, 
and took thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? Or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee? And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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What Must I Do To Keep Saved? 
(Continued from Page 9) 

the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me (Matt. 
25:3540). 

Those on the left hand are there 
because they refused to be 
practitioners of benevolence to those 
in need. Heaven or hell is at stake 
right in this vital realm. 

Paul in Acts 20:35 quoted Jesus to 
the effect that "It is more blessed to 
give than to receive." The same 
apostle taught the churches of the 
Galatian district, "As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith" 
(Gal. 6:10). The apostle of love, John, 
taught the brethren in his day, 

Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, because he laid down his 
life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 
But whoso hath this world's 
good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? 
My little children, let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue,· but 
in deed and in truth (I John 3: 16-
18). 

Without question or quibble we have 
not been placed here to live selfishly. 
We have been placed here to honor 
God, help our fellowman along the 
journey of life and save the immortal 
soul which God has placed in 
everyone of us. 

SOUL WINNING IS AN 
INTENSE IMPERATIVE 

In order to remain saved we must 
strive to win souls for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Solomon, the Wisest of the 
Ages, wrote, ~~The fruit of the 
righteous is a tree of life; and he that 
winneth souls is wise" (Prov. ll :30). 
We must point others to him who 
taketh away the sin of the world. John 
the Baptist said to the people of his 
era, uBehold the Lamb of God, which 
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taketh away the sin of the world" 
(John I :29). The reward of the soul 
winner is partially experienced here in 
the joy of seeing someone saved. The 
rest of that reward is reserved for the 
next life. Daniel said in Daniel 12:3, 
"And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever." Soul 
winning also includes winning back 
erring children of God. These are the 
very ones Paul and James 
respectively have in mind as they 
wrote, 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted ... Brethren, if any of 
you do err from the truth, and 
one convert him,· Let him know, 

that he which converteth the 
sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a sou/from death, and 
shall hide a multitude v( sins 
(Gal. 6:1; James 5:19. 20)·. 

CONCLUSION 

Primary terms of gospel obedience 
are hearing the truth, believing in the 
Deity of Christ, repentance of sins. 
confessing faith in Jesus as God's only 
begotten Son and immersion into 
Christ. Faithfulness then is required 
the remainder of one's life. Such has 
been the thrust of two rather lengthy 
series for FIRM FOUNDATION. 
Matters discussed in these two series 
are not optional if we truly want to go 
home to heaven in the sweet by and 
by. 
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VISION 
Grady Miller 

Following a brief war against 
Mexico in 1847-1848, the United 
States annexed some 850,000 square 
miles of territory, including present 
day Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Colorado, Oregon, 
Washington, California, and parts of 
Montana and Idaho. Congress was 
immediately faced with not only the 
question of how this land was to be 
divided and governed, but also what 
to do with all these vast holdings. 

Few men at the time appreciated 
the wealth of these new possessions. 
For the most part, the new lands were 
thought to be empty stretches of 
desert, mountains, and rocky coast. 
E. D. Mansfield, a historian, labeled 
California a mere '"waste of unbroken 
mountains and dreary wilds." 
William Tecumseh Sherman, after 
living there, declared that he would 
not trade two good Eastern counties 
for the whole state. Even Zachary 
Taylor, elected President in 1848, 
affirmed in his inaugural address that 
California and New Mexico were too 
distant to ever form part of the 
Union. 

The rest of the story, of course, 
underlines just how wrong those men 
were. In January of 1848 James 
Marshall's sharp eyes spotted the 
glint of yellow metal at the bottom of 
a stream while building a mill for 
John Sutter. '"Californy Gold" soon 
lured 100,000 men westward and 
transformed America's western 
frontier into a full-fledged state by 
September of 1850. The rest of these 
western lands also proved themselves 
to be fertile and well stocked with 
natural resources. Today, it would be 
hard to even imagine our country 
without those great lands that stretch 
to the Pacific. 

Indeed, things are not always what 
they appear to be. Rare is the man 
that can look at something- or some 
one- and see it not for what it is, but 
what it can be! We often fail to share 
the outlook of Jesus; He urged His 
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disciples to .. lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest" (John 4:35). The 
Lord's church desperately needs men 
and women of vision; men and 
women bold enough to dream, 
courageous enough to work and 
make their dream come true. 

reassurance, and hope; one soul 
present who longs to be challenged 
and edified by a message from the 
word of God. Every sermon 
proclaimed and every invitation 
offered may be just the nudge it takes 
to convince a precious soul to turn to 
Jesus. 

Bible school teacher, what do you 
see when you look at your class? That 
little girl, so precious in her Sunday 
best, may one day exert a great 
influence over some young man, her 
family, her commufiity. That little 
boy with the quick mind may one day 
be an elder, a deacon, a teacher, a 
preacher. They all can be workers in 
the Lord's vineyard! 

Christian, what do you see when 
you look at the local congregation? 
Would you rather look back and 
marvel over past achievements (the 
old ••we 've-come-so-far" complex), or 
look ahead to see how much more can 
be done? Can you catch a glimpse of 
the way things can be ten years from 
now? five years? next year? 

Preacher, what do you see when 
you look out over your audience? On 
almost every occasion, there will be at 
least one soul present who needs to 
obey the gospel; one soul present who 
needs to hear words of comfort, 

Dare to dream. Tell others about 
your vision for the church and the 
work of the Lord. Then, join hands 
with others of like mind and like 
precious faith and get the job done! 
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Singing School 
The Haskell, Texas Church of 

Christ is happy to announce the 19th 
Annual Haskell Singing School. 
Dates for the school this }'ear will be 
July 9-14. The school continues to be 
under the direction of Holland 
Boring, Sr., and has used other 
outstanding instructors in the past, 
including Holland Boring, Jr., Bob 
Connel, Bobby Simpson, Paul Epps, 
Bill Cox and Tom Chafin. There is no 
over-estimating the importance of 
good congregational singing. The 
Haskell Singing School will help 
motivate congregations to learn the 
power of singing. By training song 
leaders, future leaders, or those who 
are merely interested in bettering 
themselves as singers, the goal 
continues to be to help congregations 
become ••singing congregations." 

The school consists of morning, 
afternoon, and evening sessions, and 
is designed for all serious minded 
individuals 10 years and older. This is 
for men, women and children, and 
all are encouraged to attend. 

Cl~l'CI:\L 

O:'li 

CHRISTIA:'Ii 

(QJ 
Thoma" B. \\'arrl•n. l'h.l>. 

Lodging and meals are provided in 
the homes of members, and the cost is 
$100.00 for room and board. Tuition 
for the week long school is $45.00 and 
students are asked to bring an 
additional $5.00 for books. 

For additional information or 
registration blanks please write: 

Haskell Singing School 
510 N. Ave. E 
Haskell, Texas 79521 

You may call the church at (817) 
864-3101 or Jim Crain, Minister, at 
(817) 864-8969. 
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July 5, 1984 
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AmerieaD MWtar;y Evaqellziq Na&.lou 

-WANTED-
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
Many congregations are 
looking for Personal Work 
Directors. We need YOU! We 
can help you to be more 
effective in this area of work. 
One year course No 
Tuition - V.A. Benefits -
Write or call for more 
information. 

SCHOOL OF 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

(since 1979) 
Coleman Ave. church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 22307 
Memphis, TN 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 

A NEW STUDY GUIDE 
e For INDIVIDUALS e For CLASSES 

335 CRUCIAL QUESTIONS 
ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 

by 
Thomas B. Warren, Ph.D. 

YOU CAN STUDY THE GREAT ISSUE OF "CHRISTIAN UNITY" 
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Biblical question. 
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the student (or reader) may answer each question by either Htrue" or "false." 

e SOME OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF THIS UNUSUAL STUDY GUIDE 
• This small book contains 335 crucial questions (with space for brief answers) on the all
imponant question of Christian unity (John 17:20-21). 
• The asking of questions is a teaching method which was often used by Jesus Himself (Matt. 
22:41-46; 16:13·20; 21:23-27; 21:28-32; and many others). 
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• Such an approach to Bible study helps those participating in the study 111 to "pin· point the 
real issue," 121 to expose the contradictions which are involved in a false position. and (31 to 
prevent the exponent of a false position from "muddying the water" of what is at stake in the 
matter of "jumping" back and fonh from one position to another. 
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HOW TO 
RECOGNIZE 

FALSE TEACHERS 
Mark K. Lewis 

God's people have always been 
plagued with the problem of false 
teachers. Elijah faced 450 prophets of 
Baal on Mt. Carmel (I Kings 18); 
Micaiah refuted the word of 400 of 
Ahab's "yes men" (I Kings 22); 
Jeremiah's confrontations with 
Pashur and Hananiah are classic, 
unforgettable, and inspiring (Jer. 20 
and 28). And others of the old 
prophets of God warned the people of 
the dangers of man-made doctrines 
(cf. Isa. 29:13-14, 30:10; Hos. 4:5; 
Amos 7: 10-17; Mic. 2: II et al.). 
Times, we fear, have not changed. 
''But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall 
be false teachers among you ... " (II 
Pet. 2: I). The New Testament 
abundantly warns that false teachers 
will arise in abundance today. "The 
time will come ... " Paul warned 
Timothy, when men would not 
endure sound doctrine, and would 
turn their ears from the truth and turn 
aside to fables (II Tim. 4:3-4). Note, 
dear reader, not that the time might 
come; but without doubt, it will come. 
False teachers will be among us. And 
shamefully negligent are we if we fail 
to be on guard for them. 

I fear that one monumental 
problem in many churches of the 
Lord today is that brethren are not 
being sufficiently warned of the 
possible rise of false teachers. There 
may be teachers of error right in their 
midst, but the precious souls never 
know it for they are not ever warned 
of the possibility of teachers of error 
coming, and would not know how to 
recognize a false teacher if, and when, 
he did come. Well, the Bible not only 
warns us that false teachers will come, 
but also tells us how to recognize 
them. Let us look at several ways to 
recognize a false teacher. 

False Teachers Come In Unawares 

I have never known of a teacher of 
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error who has come into a 
congregation and announced that he 
is a false teacher and thus not to be 
heeded. "For there are certain men 
crept in unawares ... " Jude warns in 
verse 4 of his epistle. Peter informs us 
that those false teachers who will be 
among us ''privily (secretly, craftily) 
shall bring in damnable heresies" (II 
Pet. 2: 1). Jesus speaks of "wolves in 
sheep's clothing" (Mt. 7:15), thus 
commenting on the deceitful manner 
false prophets invade the fellowship. 
Oh, how crucial this point is! Too 
many brethren are simply not on 
close guard as they should be. The 
Bible commands that we "try the 
spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world" (I Jn. 4:1). 
Beloved brethren, naivety is a curse 
that will destroy the body of Christ. 
False teachers will have a field day 
among churches if we are not aware 
of their secret tendencies, and "watch, 
therefore" (Acts 20:31). Ambassadors 
of error will come, and they will come 
secretly; foolish are we if we do not 
believe it could happen in "our" 
church, and thus do not keep a sharp 
eye out as we should. 

False Teachers Speak With 
Enticing Words 

If a false teacher sounded like a 
false teacher, nobody would listen to 
him. But his speech is beautiful. Jude 
tells us of his "great swelling words" 
(v. 16). Peterwarnsthat"withfeigned 
words [they shall]make merchandise 
of you" (II Pet. 2:3). The word 
"feigned" is an interesting word. It is a 
translation of the Greek word 
"plastois," from which our English 
word "plastic" comes from. False 
teachers speak "plastic" words. Paul 
says these heretics by their "good 
words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple" (Rom. 16:18 -
the reader is encouraged to do a word 
study on "good words" and "fair 
speeches" for more enlightening 
study). The false teacher sounds 
good; his speech is persuasive, his 
words are beautiful, his tongue is 
gifted. And those who are "simple" 
(Gk. akakon, which Thayer so 
perfectly defines as "fearing no evil 

from others, distrusting no one") fall 
prey. Like poor sheep led to the 
slaughter, the flock follows the wolf, 
because he has persuaded them, with 
his magnificent verbiage, that he is 
one of them. How many silver
tongued deceivers are in the Lord's 
pulpits today? Gentle reader, 
compare what the man says with the 
Book, "lest any man should beguile 
you with enticing words" (Col. 2:4). 

False Teachers Are Outwardly 
Beautiful 

Again, if the false teacher lived a 
riotous life, he would gain no 
following. His life appears to have so 
many virtues that people are often 
heard to say "Oh, he is such a kind, 
humble, sincere man. Surely he could 
not be a false teacher." But, again, we 
must not be deceived. In the 
instructive second chapter of 
Colossians, Paul warns us that false 
teachers will have a false piety. "Let 
no man beguile you of your reward in 
a voluntary [false] humility and 
worshipping of angels (spiritual 
demeanor]" (v. 18); in verse 23 he says 
these teachers and their doctrines 
"have indeed a shew of wisdom ... and 
humility." They even go so far as 
"neglecting ... the body" - they 
supposedly practice self-control and 
other Christian virtues. Remember, 
Jesus says they look like sheep (Mt. 
7:15). And Paul concurs that since 
"Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light," "therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness" (II Cor. II: 14-15). 
Beloved, the judge of whether a man 
is a false teacher or not is not what 
kind of life he lives, but what does he 
teach. If his message does not 
harmonize with the Bible, then it does 
not matter how nice a guy he is, he is a 
false teacher! In love for his soul we 
need to set him straight, if possible 
(Acts I 8:26); if he will not repent, he 
needs to be marked, avoided, and 
withdrawn from (Rom. 16: 17; I Tim. 
6:3-5). We have frequently 
emphasized, and correctly so, that we 
must "practice what we preach." 

13 [301] 



indicating the necessity of backing up 
our preaching with virtuous living. 
But the "flip-flop" of that is true also: 
··pious" teachers of error will al o be 
damned (Gal. I :8-9). No, we cannot 
afford to be deceived by men who 
appear righteous, but teach soul
damning error. 

False Teachers Tend Only To 
Gratify The Flesh 

This is probably as important a 
point in the Lord 's church today as 
any we will make in this art icle. The 
result of false teaching is "not in any 
honour to the satisfying of the fles h" 
(Col. 2:23). Mr. Ba rnes' comments 
are pertinent: "There is nothing to 
ennoble and elevate the soul...the 
only effect is to satisfy or please the 
flesh" (Barnes Notes, Colossians, p. 
272). Not o nly do the fal se teachers 
satisfy their own des ires (Rom. 16: 18; 
II Pet. 2:3), but Colossians 2:23 seems 
to indicate tha t their teaching satisfi es 
the flesh of man more than it fills his 
spiritual needs. Can we draw the 
application? Gymnasiums, "finger 
food," ''Juggling for Jesus." diet 
programs, clown ministries, Mickey 
Mouse films, gymnastics, ma rtial 

a rts, and magic, ad infinitum. No. 
there is no honor in these things, 
neither is there spiritua l growth. 
There is "sa tisfying of the flesh," 
however. And such is a tra it of fal se 
teachers. Brethren have allowed false 
teachers to so confuse us , that we no 
longer know what the work of the 
church is, no longer know what " the 
church is the spiritua l institution of 
God" means, and no longer ca n 
distinguish between the holy and the 
profane (Ezek. 22:26). The blood
bought institution of Christ is in the 
minds of many a place for social and 
recreat ional activities, instead of a 
place for work and service. Beloved, 
we are going to lose many of ou r 
since re youth to a devil's hell for this 
very rea on. False teachers in many 
churches are teaching them, by 
action, example, and "program," tha t 
the church exists to serve them, 
instead of visa-versa. Our youth a re 
being taught that the chu rch is a 
social club, and that's what they wil l 
a lways wa nt. We must stop thi s 
before it i too late. May heaven give 
our youth the wisdom to see through 
thi s dishonora ble, flesh-sa tisfy ing 
"brand" of Christianity. 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversil>le or attached. 
"(;pholstered type. 
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False Teachers Will Have Many 
Followers 

There are few things the Bible 
teaches that are more tragic than th is. 
But, even though we have explicit 
statements in the Bible that "many 
shall fol low their pernicious ways" (II 
Pet. 2:2; cf. Acts 20:30), we should be 
a ble to deduce, from looking at the 
four prior points, that this last one is 
true. People are not as watchful as 
they ought to be, fal se teachers look 
and sound so good, they preach wha t 
people want to hear, and provide 
what people wa nt provided. Is it 
surp rising that the churches with the 
plea s in g me ssages a nd th e 
gymnasiums are usuall y ve ry large? If 
we know the Bible, a nd how to 
recognize fa lse teachers, it isn't one 
bit surprising. Now, please do not 
misunderstand me. I wish every 
church was la rge. But o nly if tha t 
growth comes from the preaching of 
the pure Word of God - spiritual 
growth - not from following fal se 
teachers. But , mark it. brethren -
where we find a sil ve r-tongued 
people-plcase r, we will usually fi nd a 
lot of people. 

T he Bible tells u · how to recognit.e 
fa lse teachers, and . of course. to avoid 
them. It is a travesty that ma ny fa lse 
teachers arc hav ing a " hey-day'' in the 
churches of C hri st this day. Let's wise 
our people up by informing them how 
they can recognize teachers of error. 
It will save numerous souls. by the 
grace of Cod. 
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Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible atudy 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible atudy 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangellat. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Ponaacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
ctasaea, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 888· 
4383. Vllltora Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Brlitol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Chrlat juat off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703·669-1898, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 s. MemorlaJ Pky. 

Huntlvllle, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Btble Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangellat. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houaton, Texaa 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study !tOO A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wedneaday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangellat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndlanapolla, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Btble Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wedneaday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, EvangellaL 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relaUvea and frlenda. Church meeta at 112 
Montgomery St. Zlp 12801. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-D487. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Chrlat, 
4890 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
teata. Allo you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apeclal leuona on many aubjectl. For Free Information write: 
Sunaet Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
Minister wanted - atabllshed congregation of 100 seeking 
full-time wot'ker. Radio exp. desired. Houae and uiL provtded. 
Send aermon tapea and resume with educaUon/eamlnga 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Chrllt, P. 0. Box 9, 
Janeavtlle, W153547. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small Oklahoma Panhandle 
congregaUon at Texhoma, Oklahoma Ia needing a full-time 
preacher. ParUal support may be needed. Unfumlahed 
houalng Is available. Send reaume to: Church of Chrlat, Box 
392, Texhoma, OK 75949. 
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SmaD south Texas church needa active, retired or aeml-retlred 
minister 9·1-84. 3 B/R houae and utllltlea and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrias, 
Texa 78355. 

The Hlco church of Chrlat 11 In need of a full-time gospel 
preacher. Contact J. T. Leonard, RL 3148, Hlco TX 78457. (817) 
798-4509. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Available June 1. Desire fulltlme pulpit or educational ministry 
In So. Great Lakea area. BA In Bible with training In biblical 
languagea, counaellng, apologetics and personal evangelism. 
Some experience. Age 26 with family. Raume, tape available. 
Contact Mike Devaney, 5956 Oaklelgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 38116, 
205-281-3458. 

HELP WANTED 
Auoc:late Minister needed for the Summer. Excellent 
opportunity for Bible MaJor. Personal Evangellam/Youth 
oriented quaiHia. Send Resume: Church of Chrllt, Route 3, 
lola, KS 88749, Ph. 318·385·2977 or 8427. 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR NEEDED: Family man preferred, 
home fumlahed, salary Is open. Inquire at Fairground Road 
Church of Christ. 3218 N. Chadboume, San Angelo, TX 78903. 
Phone (915) 855-3840. 

ELEM. TEACHERS: 84-85, Inquire Sequoia ChrlsUan School, 
137 E. Morton, Porterville, CA 93257. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $18,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Call 805·667-8000 Ext. R-4348. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Self-supporting congregation of 
approximately 80 members seeking full time man. U.S. mlaslon 
field, cHy of 7 ,000. Appllcanll must be evangellatlc minded, 
have good references and married. Send resume to Hugh 
Fuqua, 542 E. North, Geneseo, llllnola 81254. 

MISSIONARY WANTED 
The Noble church of Chrlat, Noble, Oklahoma, deslrea to 
contact a man who Is Interested In going to the mlulon field. 
We would like to have a man with some experience In ml .. lon 
work. If you are lntereated In coming to Noble to work with us 
for a few montha and then go to Ute mlaslon field ol our choice, 
send a resume, picture and If po"lble a tape of a sermon to: 
Church of Chrlat, Box 219, Noble, OkiL 73068. 

FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: Full service religious bookstore. Well establlahed. 
Good location. Includes building, fixture• and Inventory. For 
more detalla call (214) 792·7777 during buslne" hours. After 
hours (214) 832·5203. 

The Caae For The Chrlatlan Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89t postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

AU..md CJ,.;,tidn 

Schoof of Religion 

DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Paperback· 
150 pages - $5.75 total. J. L Davidson; Box 82, Bert Brown 
Road; Conroe, Texas 77302. 

How many religious porlodlcala do you sublcrlbe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to acreen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But n 11 the reader'• responalblllty to lnveatJgate. 
Uke any other paper, we sometimes unwltUngly run an 
unworthy ad. AI the old saying goes, before you lnveat, 
lnveatlgatel 

lnatructors needed to teach Personal Development Couraea. 
Excellent part-time Income po"lbllltlea for thoae wiUing to 
work. Even greater outreach po"lbllltles and aelf growth 
reward&. For detalll and free Information write or call: 
Succe .. tul Uvtng lnaUtute, 1401 Wllahlre Dr., Odeua, Texa 
79781, 915433-3518 (after 5:00 p.m.). 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and gel your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Yean $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate ...:... $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) fa mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let ua print the next membership directory of the Lord's 
Church where you worship. Speedy aervlce, reaaonable price. 
Send for lnformaUon and free sample directory. Spangler 
Church Directory PrtnUng Service, P. 0. Box 1710,Aubum, CA 
95603 or call (918) 885-5778. 

OLYMPICS. C of C member needs to rent 2 bdrm. fully 
fumlshed apL to Olyplc enthusiast. Prefer 3 persons or le ... 5 
min. to LAX. Cloae to all events. Appllcanll muat have verlfllble 
referrals. Very reasonable rates to the right people. Ralph, P. 0. 
Box 333, El Se;undo, CA 90245 or (213) 322·8387. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debatea. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For llat of thoae dealrlng to correapond wflh other 
slnglea, send SASE to Correapondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be tncluded on 
llaL Give age • opUonaL 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY'' Free CongregaUonal 
Worklhopa Galus Fund for Needy Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Sullo 1108; Dallas, 
TX 75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write tor free leather 
samples and prlcea. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texaa 
79804. 

Undergraduate 
a Graduate 

Degree• In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 
Full Scholarships Available For Full Ttme Students on Main Campus. 

Gl Approved. 011 Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Tumer, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

8020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 38117 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 765 71 
817-94 7-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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"BY THEIR FRUITS" 
Eddie Whitten 

Much is said and read, attacking one another, in 
practically every publication of our brotherhood. On the 
one hand there seems to be an element that is determined 
to find fault with another element. On the other hand, on 
the premise of promoting unity, there is an element that 
condemns those who condemn. While neither of these 
positions does much to heal the wounds that scar the 
Restoration Movement, there is a place for criticism. The 
Lord found fault with those who were at fault (Matt. 23). 
Th~ apostles found fault with those whose doctrines were 
faulty. Jesus said there would be false teachers, as did 
Peter (2 Pet. 2: 1), James (Jas. 3: 14), Paul (2 Tim. 4:3, 4), 
and John (I John 4: I). There was also the divine 
injunction to point out those who taught falsehood and 
to avoid them (Rom. 16: 17). 

It doesn't have to be with a partisan spirit that every 
word of caution and concern be expressed. If every 
Christian conducted himself in the proper manner and in 

Those who teach and promote doctrinal error 
should be openly, forcefully, but lovingly, 

challenged. They should be challenged, not on the 
basis of tradition, or prejudice, or pride, but on 

the teaching of the Bible! 

accord with Christian principles, there would be no need 
for teaching, preaching, exhortation, admonition, 
reproof, rebuke or anything else. He would be living in 
such relationship with God that further encouragement 
would be unnecessary. In like manner, if every gospel 
preacher preached the gospel (the true gospel) and taught 
the Bible in its purity, there would be no need for 
criticism, rebuke, etc., of that which he taught. But, alas, 
that is siD?-ply not the case! 

There are some thoughts that I would like to express 
that, hopefully, may help all of us to manifest some 
degree of balance, or patience, with one another. Please 
consider: 

I. IT IS TRUE THAT WE HAVE FACTIONS 
WITHIN OUR BROTHERHOOD. No one can deny 
that profundity. Whatever caused these factions 
stemmed from the thinking of some man, or men - God 
did not cause the division! What then, is the obligation, or 
responsibility, of men in this situation? Is it a mark of 
Christian virtue, or love, to let an alien teaching march on 
unchallenged? Would the cause of Christ be best served 
by turning our heads as a phalanx of spiritual poison 
grows in power and proportion? Is there wisdom in 
closing our eyes and hoping the fester upon God's truth 
will go away by itself? Many are the questions of such ilk 
whose answers are an obvious NO. It is folly to suppose 
that the answer to the above questions should be 
seriously answered in the affirmative. 

2. WHAT SHOULD BE OUR REACTION TO THE 
BLIGHT OF FACTION? I have been in the church for 
only 35 years, and there are many things aJ>out it that I do 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? 
One of the major problems of this life is that we become so busy in 

living that we often fail to pause and consider the values with which we 
are conducting ourselves. The life of an individual determines whether he 
will be saved or lost, for how we live here prepares us for eternity. We 
should constantly evaluate our lives and order them in harmony with the 
will of God. 

Transit 

Your life is transit. Life is as a vapor which appears for a short time and 
then vanishes away (James 4: 13-17). It is like a flower which comes up 
and then soon dies (Job. 14:2). Since life is so transit, no one has time. to wait 
for a convenient season to obey God. God must be obeyed while there is 
time and opportunity. We need to lay hold on eternal life while we can. 

Frail 

Your life is frail. Every man is a house of clay with a foundation in dust. 
Man was formed from the dust of the earth, and man will return to dust 
when this physical life is finished (Eccl. 12:7). Since life is so frail and can 
be snuffed out in an instance, it is rather foolish to be slothful in 
obedience to God, but such is often the case, even among those who 
definitely know better. 

Brief 

Your life is brief. Life is not long. It is barely a flicker of light in the 
expanse of eternity. David said that the average life span is seventy years 
and only by reason of strength would man live longer. Job stated that life 
goes as swiftly as ships and eagles. There is no time for man to engage in 
worldly and ungodly living! Every day that God has given us should be 
used to His glory and honor. And do not forget that serving God in the 
early years of our lives is just as i.mportant as tl)e closing years. He is 
foolish indeed who listens to the devil's advice to enjoy life now and live 
for God later. 

Pilgrimage 

Your life is a pilgrimage. From the day we are born, we begin making a 
journey which ultimately ends at the grave. This world is not our home, 
we're just passing through; and the journey is short indeed. Like 
Abraham, we should be looking for that city which has foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. Here we have no abiding place. He who 
lives as though he has heaven on earth, may very well miss heaven. Our 
sights must be set beyond this life. They must be fixed firmly on 
eternity. 

Uncertain 

Your life is uncertain. Perhaps there is nothing more uncertain in this 
world than life. Literally, we are here today and gone tomorrow. We do 
not know when, where or how we will die. Nor do we know that we will 
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Final Conclusion even die -Jesus may return before 
we go the way of all earth. We simply 
do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. Wise men live every day as 
though it is their last, and for tens of 
thousands of people every day- it is. 
We have no insight into the future; 
therefore, we should heed the 
instructions of the Bible and live 
according to its precepts so that we 
will be prepared to meet God in 
judgment. 

Your life is final. It cannot be 
recalled when it is finished. 
Regardless of the mistakes made, 
they cannot be erased. Regardless of 
the good left undone, it cannot be 
completed. Every hour spent in this 
life, which we will regret in eternity, 
cannot be changed. The finallity of 
life is a sobering fact. 

We so often become very upset 
over things of little consequence and 
allow matters of eternal importance 
to pass quietly. Perhaps a few 
moments of meditation on certain 
characteristics of life will help each of 
us to make adjustments in our 
priorities and thereby always put God 
and things of eternal value first in our 
lives. 

"By Their Fruits" 
Continued from Page I) 

not know, nor will ever know, but it is my observation 
that MOST of the friction the Restoration Plea suffers 
emanates from selfishness! Men wrest the scriptures (2 
Pet. 3: 16) to fit their own personal needs. If this were not 
true, most of the bones of contention would be long past 
buried in the love for the cause of Christ. Selfishness 
demands satisfaction, and if one cannot find satisfaction 
within his realm of influence, he seeks a new realm. 
Eventually, he will find that sphere in which he reigns 
supreme thus spawning a new splinter, and a new wound 
is inflicted in the body of Christ. 

Extremes also rear their ugly heads of division. To one, 
the letter of the law - harsh, unforgiving, military and 
clinical -excludes the factor of human weakness. Thus, 
when a brother advocates a "strange" doctrine, the 
tendency is to so severely castigate him that he is driven 
either to a position he really didn't intend initially to 
propose, or his reputation is so damaged that his good 
inijuence is ultimately quenched. To another, tpe letter of 
the law is not even considered. The spirit (falsely so 
called) moves to incorporate in the body of <?h~ist 
practices completely foreign to the precepts of Chnstian 
principles. Neither position reflects the. nature of ~he 
church nor contributes to the proclamation of a saving 
gospel! 

To allow this sort of departure to develop unopposed, 
on the premise that such opposition causes bickering 
among us, or that it is threaten~ng the. unity of the_ c~urch, 
is blasphemous! There is nothing quite so disquieting as 
the failure to defend the word of God! Paul condemned 
this attitude (Phil. l: 16); Jesus warned against it (Matt. 
15:9), and Peter argues against it (2 Pet. I :21 ). Those who 
teach and promote doctrinal error should be openly, 
forcefully, but lovingly, challeng~~· They s?o~ld be 
challenged, not on the basis of tradition, or prejudice, or 
pride, but on the teaching of the Bibl~! To have an open 
mind, willing to listen and learn, IS not a mark _of 
compromise. It is, rather, a mark of wisdom. I am qmte 
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• -William S. Cline, Editor 

sure that none of us wish to be classified with Job's critics 
as one with whom wisdom dies. There may be a thought 
we have not had, an approach we have not noticed, or an 
understanding we have not realized, that would enhance 
our own appreciation of God's word. 

3. IS THERE JUSTifiCATION FOR CRITICISM? 
Or, is unity possible? The answer to both questions is, 
YES! Oh, it will take a lot of changing in our thinking. It 
will take a lot of self examination. It will take a lot of 
teaching, and the likelihood of unity coming to pass is 
remote but IT IS POSSIBLE! I would make these 
suggest'ions as to how unity can be accomplished, 
knowing full well that it will never happen as long as men 
unjustly criticize or as long as men criticize the criticizers 
without alternatives. I would suggest - (l) that we 
honestly love one another; (2) that we give long, careful, 
prayerful study, in the light of the scriptures, re~ardi~g 
any "new" position on a matter, ~a.ther than arb1tr~nly 
rejecting it on the grounds o.f tr~dition; (3) that w_e hsten 
(hear) and consider the objections and suggestions of 
those who differ; (4) that we be charitable and courteous 
in our objections and in our suggestions, and (5) th~~ we 
quit immediately trying to find some new, exciting, 
emotionally charged, derivation with which to thrill, or 
shock the brotherhood. It is such bizarre activities that 
give rise to opposition, and rightfully so if it cannot be 
substantiated by Bible authority! 

Yes, criticism is justified in many situations. Cr~ticis~ 
and refutation of divisive tactics and teaching IS 

demanded of God, but criticizers of those who oppose 
error foster faction rather than heal it! 

There are those who teach error in our brotherhood. 
They must be opposed. Jesus said, "By their fruits ye shall 
know them" (Matt. 7: 16). 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
P. 0. Box 865 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
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Problem Passages 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Is the Bible true and therefore one harmonious account 
of God's dealings with man, or is it a cunningly dev.ised 
fable? Unbelievers have said, "Each of the Gospel wnters 
paints a picture of Jesus which cannot be forced to agr~e 
with the other three pictures ... We finally must say there IS 

a Matthew Jesus, a Mark Jesus, a Luke Jesus, and a John 
Jesus. One is left in the dark as to who the 'real Jesus' 
might be, what he did, and what his thoughts and feelings 
were." 

Our young people are confronted ~ith God 
dishonoring teachers in schools all across th1s land and 
throughout the world who boldly advance t~e false 
notion that Bible writers do not always agree w1th each 
other. Sincere young men and women want answers and 
deserve to have them. For this reason, in these beginning 
articles on problem passages in the Bible, I propose to 
deal with some of the areas in which it is baselessly 
asserted contradictions exist between the writers of the 
four gospels. 

Presupposition is very importa~t: If you re~d. the 
gospel records with the presupposition contradictions 
exist, you will find contradictions aplenty. If your 
presupposition is that the Bible is true and t.herefore 
consistent with itself, you will find ample and satisfactory 
explanations for the so-called contradictions. 
Unbelievers may not be convinced by these explanations, 
but doubters will find answers and believers will be 
confirmed in their faith. This would not be the case if the 
alleged contradictions were real and glaring, but can only 
be true when the supposed contradictions are based upon 
suspicion and inkling. 

Please read again Mark 14:43-52, Matthew 26:47-56, 
Luke 22:47-54 and John 18:2-12. These verses are 
considered to be in disagreement by some infidels and 
even by some theologians, who, I suppose, ~hink the.y are 
somehow doing God a service. The fact 1s there ts no 
disagreement, and I will undertak~ to p~ove that 
proposition by laying the verses down stde by stde and let 
the reader judge. Occasional comments may be ~ffered 
for consideration and in an attempt to harmomze the 
four accounts. 

The quotations will be from the fo~r ~aragraph~ you 
have just been asked to read. The wnter s name wtll be 
given in brackets after each quote. 

"Now Judas also, who betrayed him, knew the 
place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his 
disciples. Judas then, having received the band of 
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soldiers, and officers from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches 
and weapons"[John]. "And while he yet spoke, lo, 
Judas, one of the twelve came, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people" [Matthew]. "And 
straightway, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one 
of the twelve, and with him a multitude with swords 
and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and 
the elders"[Mark]. "While he yet spake, behold, a 
multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the 
twelve, went before them" [Luke]. 

Some pretend to see a great contradiction in the four 
writer's statements concerning who was in the crowd 
when they came to arrest Jesus. It is asserted ''Ma~k
Matthew say that the crowd is a group sent from the ch1ef 
priests, scribes and elders. Luke says the crowd is a group 
of the chief priests, captains of the Temple and elders who 
have themselves come out. John says the crowd is a band 
of Roman soldiers with their captain and officers of the 
Jews." Luke does say that Jesus addressed the chief 
priests and the captains of the temple, and the elders, that 
were come out against him ( cf Luke 12:52). 

There is, of course, no contradiction and no 
inconsistency. The rulers of the Jews, i.e., the chief 
priests, scribes and elders, sent a band (or c?hort) of 
Roman soldiers to seize Jesus. Some of the ch1ef pnests 
and elders, together with temple guards and serv~nts 
went along to assist, if needed, and to see that the sold1ers 
did their duty, perhaps also to rejoice at the arrest of a 
man who they considered to be a pretender and an 
enemy. They may even have hoped to see blood shed. 

"Now he that betrayed him had given them a 
token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is he; 
take him, and lead him away safely'[Mark]. "Now 
he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is he, take him 
[Matthew]. "And straightway he came to Jesus and 
said, Hail, Rabbi; and kissed him "[Matthew]. "And 
when he was come, straightway he came to him, and 
saith, Rabbi, and kissed him" [Mark]. "But Jesus 
saith unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of 
man with a kiss?[Luke]. "And Jesus said unto him, 
Friend, do that for which thou art come" 
[Matthew]. 

Judas, who Luke says "went before them" (see Luke 
22:47), in the confusion that often characterizes a 
multitude bent on some evil purpose, walked quickly 
ahead of the mob, and came to the place where Jesus was 
before his companions arrived. Therefore, the Roman 
soldiers did not see the betrayal kiss, and were unable to 
identify Jesus. By his statements the Lord made Judas 
aware that he knew of his treachery. Judas backed away 
from Jesus, having been repulsed, just as the soldiers 
arrived at the scene and so the betrayer failed in his 
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attempt to mark Jesus as the one to be arrested and now 
stood once again with the mob. 

~~Jesus therefore, knowing all things were coming 
upon him, went forth, and saith unto them, Whom 
seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus 
saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, who 
betrayed him, was standing with them, When 
therefore he said unto them, I am he, they went 
backward, and fell to the ground. Again therefore 
he asked them, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus 
of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I told you that I am he; 
if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: that 
the word might be fulfilled which he spake, Of those 
whom thou hast given me /lost not one" [John]. 

Jesus was clearly in control that night. What power 
caused the Roman soldiers, temple guards and others to 
fall prostrate and helpless at the feet of Jesus is not 
revealed to us, but it is clear that Jesus could have walked 
unharmed out of the garden, if he had chosen to do so. 
Remember his words, "Thou wouldest have no power 
against me, except it were given thee from above:" and "I 
lay down my life, that I may take it again. No one taketh it 
away from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
commandment received I from my Father." The crowd 
was not in control except to the extent Jesus permitted it 
to act. His will, as well as the will of the heavenly Father, 
was being done. 

~~Then they came and laid hands on Jesus, and 
took him [Matthew]. And they laid hands on him, 
and took him" [Mark]. And when they that were 
about him saw what would follow, they said, Lord 
shall we smite with the sword? And a certain one of 
them smote the servant of the high priest, and struck 
off his right ear"[Luke]. And behold, one of them 
that were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and 
drew his sword, and smote the servant of the high 
priest, and struck off his ear" [Matthew] . .,But a 
certain one of them that stood by drew his sword, 
and smote the servant of the high priest, and struck 
off his ear"[ Mark] . .,Simon Peter therefore, having 

a sword, drew it, and struck the high priests servant, 
and cut-off his right ear. Now the servants name 
was Malchus" [John]. "But Jesus answered and 
said, Suffer ye them thus far. And he touched his 
ear, and healed him" [Luke]. ~~Jesus therefore said 
unto Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup 
which the Father hath given me, shall/ not drink it?" 
[John]. Then saith Jesus unto him, Put up again thy 
sword into its place: for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword. Or thinkest thou that I 
cannot beseech my Father, and he shall even now 
send me more than twelve legions of angels? How 
then should the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it 
must be?" [Matthew]. ~~And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and staves to seize me? I was 
daily with yo'!- in the temple teaching, and ye took 
me not: but this is done that the scriptures might be 
fulfilled. And they all/eft him andfled"[Matthew]. 
.,And Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains 
of the temple, and elders, that were come against 
him, Are ye come out, as against a robber, with 
swords and staves? When I was daily with you in the 
temple, ye stretched not forth your hands against 
me: but this is your hour, and the power of 
darkness" [Luke]. ~~so the band and the chief 
captain, and the officers of the Jews, seized Jesus 
and bound him"[John] . .,And they seized him, and 
led him away" [Luke]. 

Well, there it is. The student of the scriptures will be 
impressed with the fact that the accusation of 
contradictions exists solely in the imagination of the 
accuser. 

In the next article we will look at a few of the supposed 
contradictions and problems in connection with the trial 
and crucifixion. If there are areas of interest to you, I 
would very much like to hear from you. I will attempt to 
answer questions or deal with any problem passage. 
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OUR 
CALLING 

Wayne Jackson 

Shortly before his death, the Son of 
God announced, "/ will build my 
church" (Mt. 16:18). The word 
"church" derives from a Greek term 
suggesting the idea of "the called 
out." For example, it was used in a 
very ordinary sense of a body of 
Greek citizens gathered to discuss 
political business (Acts 19:39, 
translated "assembly'). In a spiritual 
context, the word church is used in 
the NT of those who have been 
"called out" of the world into a special 
relationship with God. Since, then, 
the church is the called out, it is 
wonderfully appropriate that the 
entire sphere of our Christian 
existence should be termed our 
"calling:' In this article, let us 
consider some of the varied elements 
of our calling. 

ITS SOURCE 

The calling of the Christian 
originates not from any human 
source, rather, it is from God; as 
Peter announced on Pentecost, after 
submitting the conditions of 
salvation, "For to you is the promise, 
and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call unto him" (Acts 
2:39). Thus, its source is divine; we 
owe spiritual allegiance to no human 
(neither Luther, Calvin nor 
Campbell) upon this earth. This is not 
to say that we are unappreciative of 
the contributions of certain men; 
they, however, are not sources of 
authority in religious matters. 

ITS MEDIUM 

How does God call us? It is 
sufficient to say in the first place, that 
it is not by a still, small voice in the 
pitch of night, nor by supernatural 
ESP or direct influences from the 
Holy Spirit. If Jehovah communi
cates directly with man, his will to 
make known. then gospel preaching. 
missionaries' journeys. and even the 
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Bible itself, are all for naught. The 
truth is, said Paul, "he called you 
through our gospel"(ll Thess. 2: 14). 
Thus all who embrace the facts of the 
gospel, respond to its commands and 
thereby receive its promises, are "the 
called." If there is one lesson that 
many need to grasp today, it is the 
fact that subjective emotionalism is 
no substitute for objective revelation! 

ITS DISPOSITION 

There is a certain mental 
disposition that is essential if one is to 
be responsive to Heaven's will. Paul 
expresses it in this fashion, .. For 
behold your calling, brethren, that 
not many wise after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are 
called: but God chose the foolish 
things of the world, that he might put 
to shame them that are wise,· and God 
chose the weak things of the world 
that he might put to shame the things 
that are strong; and the base things of 
the world, and the things that are 
despised, did God choose, yea and the 
things that are not, that he might 
bring to naught the things that are: 
that no flesh should glory before 
God"(l Cor. 1 :26-29). All who would 
serve Jehovah must acknowledge that 
"it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps" (Jer. 10:23). Truly, a 
willing-to-be-taught disposition must 
characterize those desiring to be 
saved. 

ITS SPHERE 

The divine calling is certainly lived 
within definite limits. Paul declared, 
"/press on toward the goal unto the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus "(Phil. 3: 14). The calling 
is thus ~~in Christ Jesus." Being in 
Christ is equal to being in his spiritual 
body, the church (Col. I: 18), and this 
relationship is only enjoyed after one, 
in penitent faith, has been baptized 
into Christ (Gal. 3:27). It is therefore 
clear that only the baptized are 
partakers of the divine calling. 

ITS PURPOSE 

Paul informed his Corinthian 
brethren that they had been ~~called to 
be saints" (I Cor. I :2). Contrary to the 

false teaching of Catholicism, saints 
are not dead persons, but are those 
separated from the world to God's 
service (See Deut. 7:6). We are called 
with a "holy calling" (II Tim. I :9) to 
live "saintly" (holy) lives. We have 
been chosen from the world, hence, 
we are neither to love it nor be like it 
(J n. 15: 19; I J n. 2: 15). The reason why 
we must endeavor to keep our calling 
(Christian lives) without reproach is 
in order that we may obtain "the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Thess. 
2: 14). And so, we are admonished to 
"walk worthily of the calling" 
wherewith we were called (Eph. 4: I). 
It is entirely possible for a child of 
God to forsake his calling and thus 
return to the sordid ways of the 
world. Consequently, we must ever 
"give the more diligence to make" our 
"calling and election sure" (II Pet. 
I: 10). If the Calvinist doctrine of the 
impossibility of apostasy were true, 
Peter's admonition was wholly 
unnecessary! 

ITS NATURE 

The writer of Hebrews emphasized 
that we are "partakers of a heavenly 
calling" (3: I). What is the significance 
of that expression? While it is true 
that our calling is heavenly in the 
sense that it comes from heaven and 
leads to heaven, within the context of 
the Book of Hebrews, it may imply 
more. The Hebrew Epistle is one of 
contrasts, especially a contrast 
between the physical, earthly nature 
of the Mosaic Covenant, and the 
spiritual, heavenly nature of the NT 
System. We do not offer bloody 
sacrifices, burn incense, use 
mechanical instruments in worship, 
observe holy days, etc., because this is 
not the nature of the services to be 
rendered to Jehovah in this age. Our 
heavenly calling is therefore, superior 
to the temporal, earthly ordinances of 
Judaism. 

ITS DIRECTION 

Again to stress Paul's affirmation 
to the Philippians, we "press on 
toward the goal unto the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus" 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Our Calling 
(Continued from Page 7) 
(Phil. 3: 14). The expression "high 
calling" in Greek literally means the 
"upward calling." The Christian life is 
designed to lift us upward. We sing, 
"I'm pressing on the upward way; new 
heights I'm gaining every day ... " As 
we increase in spirituality, we are 
weaned away from the coarse, 
material things of this world; we are 
heavenward bound! 

ITS GOAL 

The ultimate aspiration of our 
calling is to be in the immediate 
presence of the holy God, in heaven 
itself. As the Bible so simply states, 
" ... ye were called in one hope of your 
calling ... " (Eph. 4:4). We do not, as 
the members of some cults, long to 
remain on this materialistic earth 
forever, but, our hope is laid up for us 
in the heavens (Col. I :5), where, 
hopefully, we have been laying up 
treasures ( M t. 6: 19-21 ). 
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HOME CELL 
GROUPS 

Perry B. Cotham 

That the neo-Pentecostal 
movement is greatly influencing the 
thinking in the religious world today 
is evident to all who know anything at 
all about so-called "Christendom." 
That this charismatic movement is 
also having some serious effects in 
many churches of Christ in the United 
States and in foreign lands is also 
known to those who are acquainted 
with the work of the Lord's church. 

Many popular books which have 
been written by Pentecostal men are 
being read today by gospel preachers 
and members of the church, and 
many of their Pentecostal ideas and 
suggestions are gradually being put 
into practice. For example, one such 
book is authored by Dr. Paul Y onggi 
Cho, a Korean, and a preacher in the 
Assembly of God Church, entitled 
Successful Home Cell Groups 
(copyrighted in 1981, and published 
by Logos International, Plainfield, 
NJ 07060). 

Dr. Cho's church, located in Seoul, 
one of the world's largest cities with 
more than eight million inhabitants, 
is called the "Full Gospel Central 
Church." In his book Cho said that 
his church at the end of 1980 had 
150,000 members and 10,000 home 
cell groups, but at the beginning of 
1980, he had only I 00,000 members. 
(The goal he had set for I 984- at the 
time the book was written - was 
500,000 members. He boasts of the 
fact that this is the largest church in 
the world. This phenomenal growth 
over the last few years, so he claims, 
has been due to cell-groups meeings, 
of both men and women. In his book 
he tells how to organize and promote 
these home cells. He strongly affirms 
that this is the best way to evangelize 
today. "The home cell groups is the 
key to evangelism," he says. _He 
explains: ''Divide the congregation 
into home groups," and have a 
"shepherd" over each group; limit the 
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groups to I 5 families in each group, 
and when they get larger, by 
converting others, divide and start all 
over again. "This is why this church 
has had such tremendous growth in 
the last few years." 

Of course, I noted in reading the 
book that in these "cell groups•' the 
"leading of the Spirit" is stressed, 
along with "divine healing," 
"witnessing," "gifts of the Spirit," 
"miracles," and "women preachers." 

"In the past seven years we have 
gained 140,000 members, and have 
also won thousands of others to the 
Lord and sent them to other 
churches," he said. This has all come 
about, remember, by dividing the 
congregation into many small cell 
groups, their meeting in homes of the 
members, with a "cell leader," and 
"shepherds" over the cell leaders. He 
also stated that the "cell leaders" need 
"to be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
guided by the Holy Spirit." Dr. Cho 
also states that the charismatic 
renewal has swept the churches in the 
past decade, and that the 1980s will be 
a time of church growth, just as "the 
1970s were the era of the Charismatic 
movement." He, in addition, said that 
his church had sent out 75 
missionaries, and the members had 
started 55 other churches throughout 
the country within the Assemblies of 
God denomination, and that many 
churches have been started outside of 
Korea. "After six months to a year 
every one of those missionary 
churches has become self
supporting." 

The author claims that he is "born 
again" and has the "baptism of t~e 
Holy Spirit." He has "spoken 1n 
tongues" and "raised the dead." He 
further says that the "Holy Spirit is a 
person who lives inside me." He 
claims that the Spirit has "revealed" 
many things to him. Many such 
Pentecostal expressions are found 
throughout the book. The boo~, 
however, is written in a way that IS 

easy to read, as most all Pentecostal 
books are. About all of his Biblical 
quotations are from the N~w Inter
national Version of the Scnptures. 

Congregations Adopting The Plan 
There are some gospel preachers 

who are reading this book and also 
asking a few key members to read it, 
and are then trying to get the 
congregation to go along with Dr. 
Cho's suggestions for church growth. 
Already this is being done to a 
somewhat small degree, and churches 
that have nice, comfortable buildings 
in which to meet are now dividing up 
into small "home cells" and meeting 
on Sunday nights, for example, in 
various homes of the members for 
"fellowship." This causes us to ask, "Is 
this really the way for the Lord's 
church to grow? Is this an effective 
way of converting people to New 
Testament Christianity?" 

It is true that in the early days of the 
church members often met in homes 
(Acts 2:46; Rom. I 6:5; Phil. 2), as 
Dr. Cho stated. Nothing is said of any 
congregation erecting a building of 
their own in the New Testament. But 
we have them today, at least in our 
culture in the United States. So, why 
should we abandon the regularly 
scheduled hours of meeting for public 
worship and go into members' homes 
for "fellowship" (which will be mostly 
social in nature)? Would not another 
time, rather than the established 
periods of teaching and worship -
Sunday morning, Sunday night- be 
better for Chrsitian fellowship in 
homes of the members? Too, are the 
days of gospel meetings, wherein 
basic, fundamental Bible lessons are 
given, over? Do we now need to have 
our public worship services with an 
extra amount of emotionalism? with 
plenty of "amens," "praise the Lord," 
hand-clapping, etc.? and with very 
little Bible preaching? Is this the way 
for the church of our Lord, which is 
dedicated to New Testament 
Christianity, to grow in the 1980s? 
Many older brethren in the churches 
are really concerned about the 
tendencies toward Pentecostalism 
today. They think we had ~ett~r 
watch it; the seed ofPentecostahsm 1s 
being sown, and the harvest will 
surely come. However, all admit that 
getting to know each other better ~nd 
visiting in homes of the members 1s a 
fine thing. Private home Bible studies 
are also very effective. 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Home Cell Groups 
(~ontinued from Page 9) 

The pioneer preachers emphasized 
that people were converted to the 
Lord by preaching the gospel, which 
is God~s power to save (Rom. I: 16), 
by sowing the seed of the kingdom 
(Luke 8: II). We need to teach sinners 
the word of God (Matt. 28: 19; John 
6:45), tell them what to do to be saved 
(Mark 16: 15-16), and show them the 
divine examples of conversion as 
found in the book of Acts (e.g., Acts 
8:35-39). Such plain, positive gospel 
preaching is the reason the church 
grew so rapidly in A me rica during the 
early period of the Restoration 
Movement and also in the 1920s and 
30s. This is the kind of preaching that 
is needed in the church today - all 
over the world. We do not need 
preachers in the Pentecostal 
movement to tell gospel preachers 
what and how to preach and work to 
build up the Lord~s church in the 
1980s. 

The days of miracles has passed (I 
Cor. 13:8-10; Eph. 4:11-13; Heb. 
2:3-4; James 1:25). No one today is 
baptized with the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, as were the apostles on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2). No one today 
has any of the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, as they were always 
bestowed by the laying on of an 
apostle~s hands (Acts 8:14-21; 19:6; 
Rom. 1: II; 2 Tim. 1:6). We cannot . 
successfully combat religious error by 
fellowshipping it and going along 
with it(2John 10-11; I Tim.l:l9-20; 
2 Tim. 2:2; 16-18; 3:8; 4:1-4). 

Holy Spirit Baptism 

Dr. Cho uses I Corinthians 12: 13 
(as do most all Pentecostal preachers, 
and now lately some of our brethren) 
as proof for the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit to all believers. The passage 
says: "For by one Spirit are ye all 
baptized into one body ... "This means 
by the teaching (instruction) of the 
one Spirit (the Holy Spirit) we are all 
baptized (in water, for the remission 
of sins) into the one body (the Lord's 
church). That passage does not say 
that it is in the Spirit as the element 
that we are baptized in. The Spirit 
teaches that one is to be baptized in 
water to enter into Christ and receive 
the spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph. 
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I :3; Gal. 3:27) :-and that is obeying 
the gospel (Rom. 6: 16-18; Rom. 
10: 16), and being added by the Lord 
to his church (Acts 2:47). Holy Spirit 
baptism was not administered by 
man, but water baptism is 
administered by man (Matt. 3:11; 
28: 19; Acts 8:36-39). 

The baptism of the Great 
Commission, which is to last to the 
end of the world (Matt. 28: 19-20), is 
water baptism. When the Apostle 
Paul wrote the Ephesian letter, about 
A.D. 62, he said, "There is one 
baptism" (Eph. 4:5). This is the 
baptism that puts one into Christ 
(immersion in water), and is for 
salvation (Rom. 6:3-4; Mark 16: 16; I 
Pet. 3:21 ). There are only two 
recorded examples of Holy Spirit 
baptism recorded in the New 
Testament: (I) the apostles on 
Pentecost (Acts 2), and later Paul by 
implication; and (2) the Gentiles at 
the house of Cornelius (Acts I 0; II: 1-
18). Holy Spirit baptism had ceased 
when Paul wrote the Ephesian letter. 
Thus, the "one baptism" of Ephesians 
4:5 is water baptism and not Holy 
Spirit baptism. 

There is a vast difference between 
Holy Spirit baptism and water 
baptism. (I) Holy Spirit baptism was 
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a promise (John 14:26; 16: 13; Luke 
24:49; Acts I :8); water baptism is a 
command (Matt. 28: 19; Acts 1 0:48). 
(2) Holy Spirit baptism was not for 
salvation but to guide the apostles 
into all truth (to reveal and confirm 
~he word of God, Eph. 3:3-5; Heb. 
2:3-4; I Cor. 2:10-13); and with the 
Gentiles to prove to the Jews that the 
Gentiles could obey the gospel and be 
saved (Acts 11:1-18). (3) The promise 
of Holy Spirit baptism has been 
fulfilled; water baptism is still a 
necessity, and required of all 
responsible people, for salvation or 
remtssion of sins. (This old argument 
on 1 Corinthians 12: 13 was answered 
many years ago by J. W. McGarvey 
and is found in Lard's Quarterly, Vol. 
I, p. 428 ff). The Pentecostals have no 
new arguments. 

We believe it would be better if 
gospel preachers would spend more 
time reading theW ord of God and the 
writings of the giants of the 
Restoration Movement rather than 
so many of the books by the 
Pentecostals. "Preach the word!" 
" ... earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints." 
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For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Mancha:& Road, Austin, Te~ 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 
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In _Light <of the Scriptures 

WHAT EVER 
BECAME OF THE 

LORD'S DAY? 
Burton Coffman 

The beloved apostle John wrote, "I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's Day" (Revelation I: 10). 

Only here in the New Testament does the expression 
Lord's Day appear, and the meaning of it is disputed. It is 
thought to be a reference to the Judgment by some; but 
scholars declare that the "Greek construction denies such 
a reference., It is the same wording used for "Lord's 
Supper" (I Corinthians II :20) and means, "Belonging to 
t~e Lord, or consecrated to Him." It is highly probable 
that Christians began calling Sunday "the Lord's Day" in 
opposition to the idolatry directed toward Roman 
emperors. 

From A.D. 30 till the end of that century, one day of 
every month was called hemeraSebaste(Augustus' Day). 
Thus it seems quite natural that the Lord's people should 
have responded as they did by calling each first day of 
every week ''The Lord's Day." It is the day Christ was 
raised from the dead, the day he met with them in the 
upper room TWICE, and the day on Pentecost when the 
Spirit of God came to dwell in the church. It was also the 
day the church began. Certainly Saturday could not have 
been the Day of the Lord, because Jesus was dead and 
buried, remaining in the tomb throughout ALL of that 
day. By the consent of all Christendom, SUNDAY, and 

that DAY especially, should be designated the Lord's 
Day. 

But what have men done to the Lord's Day? They have 
changed and perverted it. 

SPORTS DAY. Some have made it into a day of 
attending sports contests, or watching them on TV. 

CLEAN-UP DAY. Some use it for washing the car, 
mowing the lawn, fixing the fence, or doing other chores 
left over from the week. 

LAZY DAY. Some sleep late, lounge around all day, 
doing nothing except resting or reading the newspaper. 

RECREATION DAY. Some makeitthedayforgoing 
to the beach, playing golf, taking short trips into the 
country, or visiting. 

ENTERTAINMENT DAY. Some entertain their 
friends or kinsfolk, take in a movie, TV show, or go to the 
circus. 

WORK DAY. Some work, with no thought or effort 
whatever toward seeki"g freedom to attend worship, 
preferring some other day to be their release from toil, 
some day that entails no obligation to worship God. 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH IT? 

Christ has commanded us "Not to forsake the 
assembling" of ourselves together, and no Christian 
should willingly submit to personal arrangements in his 
life which make it difficult or impossible for him to obey 
that divine commandment. Everything depends upon our 
loyalty and faithfulness in the matter of attendance. 

21 08 Bra nard 
Houston, TX 77098 • 

BOOK REVIEWS 
WORD SEARCH - FAVORITE 

BIBLE STORIES FROM GENESIS, 
John Tiner. This is a book of 60 word 
search puzzles each with hidden words 
from well-known stories in the book of 
Genesis. You are challenged not only 
to find hidden words, but to test your 
memory and reconstruct the original 
Bible story. The book is for all ages 
and is a fascinating and educational 
way to have fun while learning about 
great Bible stories. Paper, $2.50 plus 
shipping. 

the subject of character studies. From 
the lives of those gone before, we can 
learn many lessons, both of things to 
be done and others to avoid. This book 
contains twenty-six excellent lessons 
of various Bible characters. Can be 
used for private or class study. Paper, 
$4.95 plus shipping. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 

AN ALBUM OF BIBLE CHAR
ACTERS, John Waddey. This is the 
fourth book devoted by the author to 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 15, 1984 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Monoltry works wotll laet"lllul congregation• ot the 
churches ol Cllrost wl\oM members 01'\ mehtary enatallattons 
wOfldwlde are waotong to """ your towed ones - as IIIey hawa 
hel"ecl wull the sporuual an<l "llysocal nee<ls ol thousands ot 
otl\ers Clurong the past lowe years Tllos servoce •• lreel 

S.n<l .,,me, complete address. phOne an<l mohtary installation. 
an<l sporotual con<lotoon. ol known along with your name an<l a<l· 
dress to 

(~,· 
AMEN 

WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Weal Monroe. Loulalana 7121.1 

AmeriC&D MWW7 Evaq.u.lq Nadou 

$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 
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EXAMINING 
MY 

ATTITUDES 
TOWARD 
WORSHIP 

Dalton Key 

Self-examination is not only 
profitable - it is scriptural as well! 
The apostle Paul exhorts, "Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves"(II Cor. 13:5). 
And again, with reference to our 
observance of the Lord~s Supper, he 
instructs, "But let a man examine 
himself' (I Cor. I I :28). Perhaps a bit 
of self-examination concerning our 
worship attitudes is in order. 

(I) Do the public worship 
assemblies seem to interfere with 
other ''more enjoyable" activities, 
such as a hobby~ a sport, or a 
television program? Which would I 
rather do- watch the Cowboys play 
football or worship the heavenly 
Father? 

(2) When I consider an upcoming 
worship service, what is my attitude? 
Do I dread it or look forward to it? Is 
Sunday my favorite day of the week? 
Or do I wish it were stricken from the 
calendar'? Do I secretly wish 
Wednesday night were more like 
Tuesday or Thursday nights? 
Remember, now, we're being honest. 
David boldly proclaimed, "I was glad 

when they said unto me, Let us go 
· into the house of the Lord" (Psalms 

122:2). 

(3) When I engage in the song 
service, do I think of the voices and 
notes which are "off key," or do I 
revet my attention upon the words 
and meaning of the songs sung? When 
I sing, do I make melody in my heart,· 
or just in my throat? Paul promised, 
"I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also" (I 
Cor. 14: 15). 

(4) What are my thoughts on public 
prayer? The shorter the better? Does 
my mind drift to more temporal 
matters when it should be centered 
upon the prayer being offered? How 
often do I speak with God in prayer 
outside the assembly? According to 
Colossians 4:2, we should "Continue 
in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving." 

(5) What is my attitude with 
respect to the teaching and preaching 
of God's word? Do I spend my 
worship time listening for mistakes? 
Or do I endeavor to learn, and to 
retain what is said so I may review it 
later in light of personal Bible study? 
The Bereans were accounted with 
nobility in that "they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so" (Acts. 17: I I). 

( 6) Does the partaking of the sacred 
emblems commemorating our Lord's 
death put me to sleep? Or am I driven 
to tears? Do I truly partake "in 

The church in 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

meets for worship and Bible studies in English. 
Sunday meetings at 6 PM- 26, rue de Ia Terrassiere 
Contact Doyal Kee: 15, ch. des laz, 1213 Onex/Geneva. 

Telephone (004122) 937537 
Please send us information of friends and members 

of the church who are in the Geneva area. 
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remembrance"? Do I heed the 
warning of I Corinthians I 1:27, which 
says, "Wherefore whosoever shall eat 
this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord"? 

(7) Do I resent the collection? Or do 
I give liberally, from a cheerful heart? 
Am I a covetous, money-lover? Do I 
earn money in order to live, or do I 
live to make and accumulate more 
money'? As Paul reminded the 
Corinthians, "God Ioveth a cheerful 
giver" (II Cor. 9:7). 

Finally, I must consider this - Is 
the Lord pleased with my answers to 
these personal questions? Am I 
pleased? 

P. 0. Box 563 
Liberal, KS 67901 

Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 

• 

• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 
Work in Mississippi. 

• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 
in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 

P. 0. Box 655 
820 S. Huntington St. 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 289-2896 
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''BLESSED ARE 
THE POOR IN 

SPIRIT'' 
Garland M. Robinson 

The sermon on the mount is 
recorded in Matthew chapters five, 
six and seven. There are many 
valuable lessons to be learned and 
practiced in this section of scripture. 
With the beginning verses of chapter 
five we find the beatitudes recorded. 
Each one of these ought to be 
present in the Christian life. The 
first one spoken in verse three is the 
basis upon which the others are to be 
built. 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven" 
(5:3). Those who are possessed with 
this attitude are "happy." There is joy 
for those concerned. The word 
"blessed" is the opposite of the word 
"woe." To be blessed is to be: glad, 
delighted, cheerful and happy. To 
have woe is to be: sad, sorrowful, 
moody and discouraged. Those that 
possess this "poorness of spirit" are 
glad we have a caring heavenly father 
that satisfies :all our needs. 

MISSION NEWS 

A REPORT FROM 
INDIA 
J. C. Choate 

Box 3815 
New Delhi 110049 

INDIA 

My wife and I have been in New 
Delhi, India during the past few 
weeks. We are working with the local 
church with the literature and radio 
programs. Requests continue to come 
in from different parts of India from 
radio listeners and literature contacts 
who want to obey the Lord. In April 
Brother Sunny David and I will be 
visiting a number of these people. 

We have been looking for property 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 15,1984 

What does it mean to be "poor in 
spirit?" It does not mean that you are 
a new or weak Christian or that you 
are spiritually small. It rather means: 
"to have a humble opinion of 
ourselves; to be destitute of the 
proud, haughty, arrogant spirit of the 
world,· to recognize that we are 
sinners and have no righteousness of 
our own. " To be poor in spirit is to 
realize our true condition before God 
standing by ourselves. We long for 
that better spiritual state and realize it 
cannot be obtained by our own 
goodness. We stand in need of every 
spiritual blessing that can only be 
filled IN Christ (Ephesians I :3). 

"Pride" is the basic fall of man and 
the opposite of being "poor in spirit." 
Pride is a concerted effort to dethrone 
God (in one way or another) and 
enthrone self. The Jews, in Matthew 
3:7-12, boasted of their relationship 
to Abraham as if to assure themselves 
favor with God. The Pharisee that 
stood and said, "I thank thee, that I 
am not as other men are" was not at 
all like the publican who "smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to 
me a sinner" (Luke 18:9-14). Let us 
remember that pride was the 
cond~mnation of the devil (I Timothy 
3:6). Even today, many think of 

for the church but to date we have not 
settled on anything. Land and 
building materials here are very 
expensive and there is much red tape 
to wade through. It may therefore be 
some time before we can find what we 
need at a price we can afford. Since so 
much money is involved, and since 
whatever we buy will be the home of 
the church for many years to come 
and will therefore have a definite 
effect on the future growth of the 
church, we feel that this is one 
decision that cannot be rushed. We 
want to proceed with caution so that 
there won't be any mistake made. 

Brother John Stacy of Lake 
Station, Indiana has just completed a 
good meeting with the local church. 
Some new contacts were made and it 
is hoped that after further study they 
will obey the Lord. 

themselves as being so morally good 
and self-righteous they need no one 
and especially not God. 

To be "poor in spirit" is an attitude 
of the soul. It grows out of a 
realization of utter helplessness as far 
as any ability to save ourselves is 
concerned. There's nothing we can 
bring to God to offer him except 
complete emptiness and a willful 
submission to his divine will. As Jesus 
said in Matthew 18:3,4, "Except you 
be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." Our state of 
mind must be holy and reverent 
-before God. We do not rebel against 
this poorness of spirit, but rather bow 
in humble submission to the Lord's 
will. 

In order for men to make the first 
step in coming to God, they must first 
realize their desperate need and their 
utter inability to fill that need 
themselves. Until they do, they will 
remain in sin until the day they die. 
But, if they submit and obey, theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. No other 
attitude will make it! 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 

We have literature programs now 
in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Burma, and Singapore 
and Malaysia. Books, magazines, 
tracts, and Bible courses are being 
printed and distributed in English, 
Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, 
Urdu, Nepali, Paite, Indonesia, 
Batak, Burmese, and Chinese. Other 
languages will be added in the near 
future. 

We are printing three monthly 
magazines, two in India and one in Sri 
Lanka. Our English magazine, The 
Bible Teacher, · will complete its 
fourteenth year in April. Our Telugu 
magazine, The Word ofTruth,isnow 
in its fourth year. In Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, our magazine there in 
English, The Voice of Truth, is still 
in its first year. • 
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Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

D I'm moving .---- ----
(approx. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

D Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

D I'd like to become a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

D My check is enclosed 
D Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Foundation mailing 
label here . Mail entire ad to address 
listed, please. 

Mail to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 

14 [318] 

For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

Jack Cox 
Cordell, Okla. 

JACK COX TO 
BE AT TETONS 
Meridian, Idaho- The Grand Tetons 

Family Encampment, scheduled for J uly 
15-19, 1984, announced it has secured 
J ack Cox of Cordell, Okla., as a featured 
speaker. Cox has served the two churches 
in Cordell for over twenty-three years, 
a nd is one of the best known and 
respected preachers in the state. He and 
his wife, Nelle, have been used in India, 
Africa, Australia a nd the Mideast for 
ma ny years in teaching and preaching. 

Cox was born in Washita County, 
Okla., and was graduated from Luther, 
Okla. high school, where his fa ther was 
superintendent. He is a gradua te of 
Oklahoma University and has served 
churches in Lexington, Sayre, Haskell , 
Enid and Cordell, Okla homa. While in 
Enid, Okla., he was the speaker for the 
first television program for the Church 
on Channel 5. Cox has been outstand ing 
in his work with visual aids and 
journalism within his work wi th all the 
churches. 

Cox entered the Air Corps in I 942 a nd 
served until 1949. He saw service in New 
Guinea, Japa n a nd the South Pacific 
flying B-25s, A-20s, a nd P-38s. He also 

WANTED: 
School Administrator, 

Pre-School - Middle School 
experience. Also teachers 
Grades K - Middle School for 
84-85 School year. Send 
resume and photo to: Rocky 
Mountain Christian School, 
c/ o Dave Henson, 3010 E. 
Asbury Avenue, Denver, CO 
80210. 

served as Instructor for mulli-engine 
a ircraft in La Junta, Co lo. He has 
continued a n active interest in flying, 
having owned numerous aircraft through 
the years, using them in photography 
work a nd hi s travels in preaching. 

The Gra nd Te t o n s Family 
Encampment is held each year at Colter 
Bay Village in The Grand Tetons 
Nationa l Park, near Moran, Wyoming. 
The da te this yea r is July 15-19. T he Park 
is busy during the summertime, a nd 
reservations sho uld be made far in 
advance. T he Park offers numerous types 
of housing and accommodations, also 
parking for R Vs a nd camping spots. 

Classes and sermons are scheduled for 
this four-day encamp ment with families 
in mind. Much free t ime is ava ilable each 
day for fishing, hiking, horseback riding, 
boa ting a nd sigh tseeing. Fourt een 
speakers from across the nation will be 
p rese nt. For in fo rm a t io n an d 
reserva tions contact J ames 0. Rich, 1230 
W. Second St., Meridian, 10 83642, or 
call 208 / 888-7508. • 

COMMUNION BREAD 

W~ keep on hand regula rly a supply of 
fresh. pure. unleavened bread for com
mu nion purposes. Ten wafers in the 
~mall ca rto n and three of these carto ns to 
the large carto n all carclully sea led ~o 
ot will keep indel innrly. Every congrega
toon ~hould have o n hand a good ~upply a t 
all time~ . Procc: Large carton ea ch $3. 75 . 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Choldren"s Home is current ly hir ing 
chi ld care staff. (Ch ristian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interes ted. contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director. at P. 0 . Box 597. 
Vacaville. CA 95688, or call 707/ 448-. 
3557. 
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C LA S S I F I E D 
Advertising in this section $1.50 per line. Designed esf?ecially to accommodate 

congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeKing work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Also other acceptable matter. Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl32522. 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or friends In Alaka. 
GloM Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272·7584 or 563· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. "E" SL Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Mlulona 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5800, 2707 s. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Salfley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453·3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
claaaes, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207·989-2539, or 868· 
4383. Vlaltors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, Eaat Bristol Church of Christ Just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703·669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883·2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
EvangellaL 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobba, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 48203 
(317) 784·9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462·0487. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S .. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
testa. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
speclalleuons on many aubJecta. For Free Information write: 
Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 27th SL, Lubbock. TX 79411. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
A congregation of 85 members In Boone, NC lsaeeklng a full· 
time minister. Located In a friendly and growing community of 
12.000, local state supported college of 10,000, good public 
IChoola and surrounded by tho beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Should one and hla family desire to grow together 
In Chrlat a a part of thla congregation, pleae send a resume 
and a cauetto tape of a recent sermon to: Boone Church of 
Christ, Minister Search, P.o. Box 1265, Boone, NC 28807. 
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Minister wanted- established congregation of 100 seeking 
full·tlme worker. Radio exp. desired. Houae and ull provided. 
Send sermon tapes and resume with education/earnings 
history to: Search Comm., Church of Chrlat, P. 0. Box 9, 
Janesville, Wl53547. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Small Oklahoma Panhandle 
congregation at Texhoma, Oklahoma Ia needing a full-time 
preacher. Partial support may be needed. Unfurnished 
houalng Ia available. Send reaume to: Church of Christ, Box 
392, Texhoma, OK 75949. 

Small south Texas church needs active, retired or semi-retired 
minister 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utilities and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrla, 
Texas 78355. 

The Hlco church of Christ Ia In need of a fuii·Ume gospel 
preacher. Contact J. T. Leonard, RL 3146, Hlco TX 76457. (817) 
796-4509. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Available June1. Desire fulltlme pulpit or educational mlnlltry 
In So. Great Lakes area. BA In Bible with training In biblical 
languages, counseling, apologetics and personal evangelism. 
Some experience. Age 26 with family. Reaume, tape available. 
Contact Mike Devaney, 5958 Oaklolgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 36116, 
205-281·3456. 

Preacher aeeklng full-time employment u a preaching 
minister. Six years experience. Special talents In personal work 
and music. Family of four. Salary negotiable. Congregations 
uninterested In evangelizing their dty need not contact me. 
Contact: Bill Reed, 3132 Lynacott, Marina, CA 93933. Tela. 
(408) 384·8838. 

HELP WANTED 
Associate Minister needed tor tho Summer. Excellent 
opportunity for Bible MaJor. Personal Evangelism/Youth 
oriented qualities. Send Reaume: Church of Christ, Route 3, 
lola, KS 66749, Ph. 316-365·2977 or 6427. 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR NEEDED: Family man preferred, 
home furnished, salary Ia open. Inquire at Fairground Road 
Church of Chrlat, 3216 N. Chadbourne, San Angelo, TX 76903. 
Phone (915) 855-3840. 

ELEM. TEACHERS: 84-85, Inquire Sequoia Christian School, 
137 E. Morton, Porterville, CA 93257. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $18,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Call 805-887·8000 ExL R-4346. 

HAWAII CALLS: Co-Worker/a Needed. Write to: Gerald 
Wright, c/o Hawaiian Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 1708, Pahoa, 
HI 96778. 

Houseparents Needed: North Alabama Christian Children's 
Home, Florence, Alabama, Ia taking applications for full-time 
houaeparents. If you are Interested In applying for thla 
position, please contact Charles Hartan, Board Chairman, 
(205) 757·1626, or Kaye Springer, Secretary, (205) 757·2433. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Self·aupportlng congregation of 
approximately 80 members aeeklng full time man. U.S. mlulon 
field, city of 7 ,000. Applicants must be evangelistic minded, 
have good references and married. Send resume to Hugh_ 
Fuqua, 542 E. North, Geneseo, Illinois 61254. 

MISSIONARY WANTED 
The Noble church of Christ, Noble, Oklahoma, desires to 
contact a man who Ia Interested In going to the mlaalon field. 
We would like to have a man with some experience In mlulon 
work. If you are Interested In coming to Noble to work with ua 
tor a few months and then go to tho mlaalon field of our choice, 
send a resume, picture and If poulble a tape of a sermon to: 
Church of Christ, Box 219, Noble, OkiL 73068. 

FOR SALE 
FOR SAI.E: Full service religious bookstore. Well established. 
Good location. Includes building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792·7777 during bualneaa hours. After 
hours (214) 832·5203. 

The Cue For The ChrlsUan Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89$ postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32956 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BAD ACOUSTICS? Send SASE wHh problem to Dr. E. Wells 
PE, 712 Kilkenny St. NW, Huntsville, AL 35805. 

BUSSES AVAILABLE for donation to any bus ministry In need 
of one or more. 1968 Ford, 60 pas., 19641nt'l, 66 paaa. Also, for 
sale Ia a London double-decker bus. Call Colorado, 303·223· 
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DEBATE WITH PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. Unconditional 
Salvation Denied. Introduction by Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Paperback • 
150 pages • $5.75 total. J. L. Davidson; Box 62, Bert Brown 
Road; Conroe, Texas 77302. 

How many rellgloua periodicals do you subscribe to? 

HELP US GROWl Weare few In number. Move here and help us 
save souls. Ideal dlmato for work or rotlremenl Contact W. H. 
Nelson, Box 552. Hollister, CA 95024, (408) 637-3426. 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation trios to screen 
adYertlalng, and will not knowingly take questionable 
adYortlalng. But It Ia the reader's responsibility to Investigate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run an 
unworthy ad. As the old saying goea, before you Invest, 
lnvestlgatel 

Instructors needed to teach Personal Development Courses. 
Excellent part-time Income poulbllltlea for those willing to 
work. Even greater outreach poulbllltlea and sell growth 
rewards. For details and free Information write or call: 
Succeaafull Living Institute, 1401 Wllahlre Dr., Odoua, Texas 
F9761, 915-333·3516 (after 5:00p.m.). 

John P. (Jack) Fogarty, Generallfe K-12, Park Gardena, Rio 
Piedra, Puerto Rico, April 20. •A man and lady high school 
teacher were bapUzed at the Park Gardena congregation 
SUnday. 

Caribbean Christian College has vacancy for Administrator 
and Instructor for 1984·85 here In San Juan. Send resume to: L. 
R. Brooks, Chairman of the Board, RL #2. Box 259, Decatur, AL 
35803. Or for details write to me at the above Address In Rio 
Piedra. 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate - $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
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monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
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Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 
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Church whore you worship. Speedy service, reasonable price. 
Send for Information and free sample directory. Spangler 
Church Directory Printing Service, P. 0. Box1710, Au bum, CA 
95803 or call (916) 885-5776. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 18:16. A book by Bill Ijames reviewing 
many of the Important events In tho brotherhood over the last 
couple of years and detailing the present situation In each 
country and state. Coat $10 postpaid. Order from Bill Ijames, 
Box 884, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

OLYMPICS. C of C member needs to rent 2 bdrm. fully 
furnished apl to Olyplc enthusiast. Prefer 3 persons or leas. 5 
min. to LAX. Close to all events. Applicants must have verifiable 
referral a. Very reasonable rates to the right people. Ralph, P. 0. 
Box 333, El Segundo, CA 90245 or (213) 322·6387. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the care of children and families in 
services being expanded at High Plains Children's Home and 
Family Services, Inc. Applications are being accepted lor: 
Houaeparents, Social Workers, Director of Social Services 
(MSW required), Campus Manager. Attractive salary and 
benefits. Contact Byron Nichola, P. 0. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texas 79114·7448. Telephone (806) 355-6588. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee. OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For llat of those desiring to correspond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llal Give age • optional. 

MTHE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Worklhopa Galua Fund for Needy Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite 11106; Dallas, 
TX 75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 76571 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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EVOLUTION 
(The Fossil Record and Similarity Among Animals) 

Jerry Moffitt 

There are two main evidences for evolution: the fossil GAPS IN THE FOSSIL RECORD 
record and similarities among animals. In this article we 
wish to comment on both. 

THE FOSSIL RECORD 

I am going to quote from a book recently used at a 
university in the area. The book, Biology, Observation & 
Concept, by Case, is used in biology classes at that 
college. Notice, whether it is dogmatic or not regarding 
the fossil record as a proof of evolution. 

Fossils, Fossils, and Still More Fossils 

An Imposing Array. The evidence of the fossil 
record is so extensive as to defy the imagination. 
Petrified tissue,· buried bones; whole organisms 
preserved in amber, sediment, ice, sand, lava or tar; 
imprints in mud left by activity or by the encasement 
of an organ or organism long decayed away - all 
these and more carry a direct message from the past 
of the reality of evolution. To make this fortress of 
support for evolution absolutely impregnable, we 
add the condition that these fossils must fit without 
conflict into two unrelated sources of 
data ... evolutionary sequences worked out as a basis 
of taxonomic c/assification ... as well as fit 
appropriately into the time scale of geologic history. 
[p. 415] 

Now notice the language. The fossil record is "so 
extensive as to defy the imagination." It teaches us, "the 
reality of evolution," and it proceeds "to make this 
fortress of support for evolution absolutely 
impregnable." My, how dogmatic! How certain! How 
assured! There seems to be no reason for young people to 
doubt or question. However, listen to the same book just 
six pages later (p. 421): 

A Phyletic Confrontation. Though the fossil 
record makes an enormously important 
contribution to evolutionary theory, this source of 
data poses some questions that have proved to be a 
source of embarrassment to evolutionary theorists. 
For example, pre-Cambrian formations of500-600 
million years ago (see Figure 3-2) contain only 
fossils of primitive, single-celled forms. Yet early in 
Cambrian times, at the beginning of the faleozoic 
era, nearly all the phyla of multicellular animals as 
we know them today had appeared! Only the 
vertebrates are missing from the early Cambrian 
record, and even they had appeared by the 
beginning of the next era, a mere 30 or 40 million 
years later. It is as though life forms, incubating in 
single-celled form for a billion years or more, 
suddenly evolved almost overnight into the great 
variety of complex multicellular animals. 

Now notice the language: "source of embarrassment to 
evolutionary theorists," and, "all ... as we know them 
today had appeared!" And, "as though ... suddenly 
evolved almost overnight." 

Oh, we see! The fossil record defies the imagination, 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

ROOTED UP BY THE GOD OF HEAVEN 

Jesus had just finished denouncing the Pharisees for their false 
teaching. He said their worship was vain because they taught for doctrine 
the traditions of men (Matt. 15:7-8). His disciples observed the people's 
attitude at His teaching regarding traditions and reported to Him that 
they were offended. But this report brought no apology from Jesus. He 
simply, forcefully and pointedly stated, "Every plant which my heavenly 
Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind 
leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the 
ditch." 

Thus we find the test and the end of all human teaching, however well 
intentioned it may be. If it is not based upon or rooted in the Word of 
God, it is without pity to be rooted up; and those who follow such 
teaching have no end but to fall into the ditch of destruction. By this test 
we need to try our traditions, habits, customs, rules and regulations. Do 
we in the Lord's church seek to make binding upon people those things 
which are not rooted and grounded in the Bible? Do we ever argue for the 
rightness of a thing based on the fact of long time practice instead of 
presence in scripture? 

Man is always in danger of destroying the very thing he tries to 
safeguard when he adds to the simplest things of Divine revelation. No 
man has the authority to add to or take away from the Word of God. Paul 
wrote, "Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a 
man's covenant, yet it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth 
thereto" (Gal. 3:15). In their passion to preserve the Law of God, the 
Pharisees had added rules and burdens which actually made them 
destroyers, not preservers of the law. God forbid that any of us be guilty 
of such conduct. 

It behooves us to examine constantly our teaching in light of the 
revealed word, for if we waver from the revelatio4 of God, we stand in 
opposition to Him. Our Lord, a truly compassion~te individual, did not 
allow his compassion for people to outrun the nec~ssity of them keeping 
God's will. When the people were offended at his saying, rather than 
trying "to smooth things over," he showed them the consequences of not 
following God's word faithfully. One of the problems of the early church 
was that of Judaism, an attempt to bind what God did not want bound. 
Many of the epistles deal with the correction of this problem. Is this not 
indication of God's attitude toward the keeping of His word? He has 
revealed His will to us and expects us to surrender our will to His. If any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God, if any man bind, let him 
bind what God has bound; if any man loose, let him loose what God has 
loosed. 

We will never be out of danger of being in bondage to human opinion, 
tradition and interpretation. If only by a hair's breadth, we can be 
removed from the will of God. One fact that must be observed is that 
departures from the faith are usually gradual. To be moved away from 
God's word is to follow the traditions of men, and thus to 
denominationalize ourselves. The end of that position 1s to be rooted up 
by the God of heaven. May we be careful to never fall into such a 
position. In all things let us have a "Thus saith the Lord." 
- WilliamS. Cline, Editor ,. 
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Evolution 
(Continued from Page I) 

shows the reality of evolution, and makes it absolutely 
impregnable, while at the same time it is a sour~e of 
embarrassment and really indicates that all ammals 
appeared almost overnight! 

However, five pages later it tries to solve the problem 
of the fossil record. It has a section called, "Is Sexual 
Reproduction the Answer?" This section has exactly 420 
words. To save space, let me merely list 70 of the more 
important of them: 

another possible explanation 
consider the problem 
not too great a strain on the imagination to suppose 
one must suppose 
either an .. or a 
the first alternative is highly unlikely 
is not possible 
it is highly improbable 
may be explained by 
may well be said that they . 
The fossil record cannot tell us much about thzs 
one cannot rule out 
on the other hand 
lacking better information 
one cannot discount the suggestion 

Now we ask: IS THIS THE STUFF OF WHICH THE 
SCIENTIFIC METHOD IS MADE?! Does this sound 
as if it solves the problem?! No, the fossil record is, in 
their own words, "A SOURCE OF EMBARRASS
MENT" to evolutionary theorists. 

SIMILARITIES 

Another support for evolution is similarities. S~nce 
man is similar to the Hominidae, i.e., gonlla, 
chimpanzees, and orangutans, he belongs to that family. 
They all come from a common ancestor. All have 
binocular vision, an unspecialized nature of the . hand, 
similar blood antigens, and share a common disease: 
Herpes Simplex. 

However, the whole line of argument is based on the 
hazardous assumption that similarity means 
relationship. It's a big assumption. Someone might quip, 
"So the elephant definitely descended fro.m the b~ll 
weevil· both have a snout." And though we might here hst 
cases ~here similarities do not mean relationship, the 
instances are too numerous to even begin. 

But the ar~ument also is taken away from them in 
another way. If I had, mingled together, thirty paintings 
of Rembrandt and thirty of Grandma Moses, I could, 
without failure, pick each one and tell you who painted it. 
You could, too. The¥ each had their own style, and they 
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left their style on every work. We have seen that true in 
poetry, and even among New Testament writers. P~ul 
had a different style than John. Now what we are saymg 
is this: 

SIMILARITY AMONG PAINTINGS MEANS 
A COMMON ARTIST. 

SIMILARITY AMONG LETTERS MEANS A 
COMMON AUTHOR. 

SIMILARITY AMONG CREATURES 
MEANS A COMMON CREATOR. 

We Christians have a right to make THAT assumption. 
Our Creator gave his own personal touch, and 
wonderously emblazoned it on all he created. 

However, the whole theory, based on similarities, is 
fraught with inconsistenCies. We have antibodies which 
should show us related to apes, but blood types which 
should show us related to monkeys. And evolutionists 
will admit that's a big difference. Well, what about us 
having similar blood antigens and reacting to common 
diseases in the same way, etc.? Regarding body chemistry 
involved in disease, we find more inconsistency. Man and 
dogs get rabies; man and birds get malaria, man and rats 
get plague, and man and goats get malta fever. What do 
these similarities prove?! 

Then regarding parasite hosts, man and cows get 
tapeworms, man and pigs get porkworm, man and cats 
get ringworm, and man and dogs get fleas! 

No when we look around us, we would not make the 
assu~ption that similarity means evolutionary 
relationship. In the semblance of all animals, we see 
evidence of a common creator, One who marvelously 
unfurled his style on all he touched. When we consider all 
the above, we think evolutionists have triumphantly 
discovered a glorified mare's nest, nothing more and 
nothing less. 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

GRADES K-8 
Base Pay $11 ,300 + aenefits 

Write 
Sonrise Christian School 
539 E. Cienega Avenue 

Covina, Ca. 91722 

• 
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-SUITABLE FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL OR CLASS STUDY-
A Study Of The UNIQUENESS And The ESSENTIALITY of the CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christians Onlv -And The Onlv Christians 
THE BLOOD-BOUGHT CHURCH OF CHRIST AND THE uNITY WHICH IS IN 

HARMONY WITH THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD STUDIED IN THE LIGHT OF 
FOUR "LAWS" OF GOD WHICH ARE CRUCIALLY RELATED TO THESE MATTERS 

Thoma• B. W•rren 

written by DR. THOMAS B. WARREN 
Unity based upon TRUTH is imperative in the sight of God. 

*The Psalmist said, "lam a companion of all them that 
fear thee, And of them that observe thy precepts (Psalm 
119:63). 

*Jeaua prayed, "Neither for these only do I pray, but for 
them also that believe on me through their word; that they 
may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they may also be in us: that the world may believe that 
thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21 ). 

*Paul demanded, "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Ephesians 5:11 ). 

Paper Bound, $2.25. See Your Local Bookstore, or 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 72401 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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A TIMEFOR 
OPTIMISM 

Stanley E. Sayers 

Dr. Henry M. Morris in the 
volume, A Symposium on Creation 
(Baker), states that the Christian is 
the only one who can truly be 
optimistic in these days. And he is so 
right! In a world about to blow apart 
at the seams, and already doing it bit 
by bit, the Christian with his eyes 
lifted upward from an earth quaking 
with tremors and erupting with 
volcanoes, with brushfire wars 
mounting into world-wide tensions, 
and the ongoing aggression of world 
communism and Humanism and all 
forms of atheism, not to mention the 
liberalism and modernism in our own 
ranks- these are the days that try the 
souls of men, and their metal. But 
God's man can be unbelievably 
optimistic. As Paul said concerning 
himself. "When I am weak, then am I 
strong." Man's extremities still 
remain God's opportunities. The God 
who rules among the affairs of men 
may just be letting the world get in 
such a mess to get men back on their 
knees where they belong. It was 
Abraham Lincoln who said that 
during the duress of the war of the 
states he was often driven to his knees 
for he had no place else to turn. And it 
is the man on his knees who can be 
boldly optimistic (Heb. 4: 16). 

Man Rushing to Destruction 

Never in the arsenals of mankind 
has man had so much to blow himself 
up with. Never in the nerve-endings of 
mankind, have men had so much to 
taunt and haunt them. Nerve gas, as 
lethal as it is, does not compare to 
what man is doing to himself in 
trying to get by without God. We 
have missles all over the world, 
pointed in all directions, and if 
so!llebody gets trigger happy, 
things are going to get noisey! We 
fervently pray God will over-rule 
man's insanity. But if it takes war to 
get men on their knees, it may well be 
worth it, as horrible as it sounds. If 
God has walked off and left a world 
that has time and Again walked off 
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and left Him, divine justice is hanging 
in the balance. But in this world of 
which we speak are still God's people. 
And He shall never "suffer the 
righteous to be moved" (Psalm 
55:22). So there is room for soaring 
optimism. But after all the righteous 
(eight of them) got on board the ark, 
God shut the door, and it rained forty 
days and nights and the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up. There 
still remains drift wood on mountain 
tops <md mile-high water levels 
around the globe testifying to that 
august deluge. And, friend, it is going 
to "rain again" (2 Peter 3: Iff). 

A Time for Optimism 

We can be optimistic for we know 
that not man, but God is going to 
destroy the world (Mal. 4: Iff). Man 
may perforate it here and there, but 
the final work will be done by the God 
who created it. It is His to do, and not 
man's. We can be optimistic then in 
knowing that God has everything in 
perfect control. The unbeliever 
cannot see this, but the Christian can, 
and this gives him glowing optimism 
about total world conditions. 

The Christian can be gloriously 
optimistic for the gospel is very much 
alive in this world so threatened by 
madmen. Even though heaven and 
earth pass away, Jesus' words shall 
remain (Matt. 24:35). And Jesus' 
people shall remain. The Christian 
can be optimistic for Christ has gone 
to prepare an eternal home where 
there will be no terror nor violence 

(John 14: I-3). And he is coming again 
(Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 2I ; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18). 

This is a time for optimism for we 
can still talk things over with the 
Lord. David realized the highly 
anxious human spirit and exhorted 
men to cast their burden on the Lord 
who would sustain them (Psalm 
55:22). We are assured that the angel 
of the Lord encamps about them that 
fear Him and delivers them (Psalm 
34:7). We may cast all our care upon 
Him, for He cares for us (I Peter 5:7). 
The eyes of the Lord are fixed upon 
the righteous and His ears are open to 
their prayers (I Peter 3: I2). The 
angels are our attendants (Heb. I: I4). 
And in the midst of this mounting 
horror there are hundreds of 
thousands of New Testament 
Christians around the world with 
whom we may fellowship, share our 
burdens, and together sing and pray. 

Optimi'sm has been defined as that 
particular characteristic which causes 
a teakettle to sing in spite of the fact it 
is up to its neck in hot water. At the 
most unlikely hour, under the most 
unlikely circumstance, Paul and Silas 
sang from stocks in an inntermost 
prison - and the prisoners "heard 
them" (Acts I6:25). We as devoted, 
Bible-believing Christians need thus 
to lift up our vocies for there are men 
who an·~risoners of fear and terror 
who need to hear the praise of 
optimism that should be swelling up 
in our breasts! • 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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Prolblem Passages 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some critics of the Bible are of the unsupported 
opinion that many contradictions exist in the account of 
the arrest, trial and crucifixion of Jesus. In these few 
articles, I propose to look at a few of the supposed 
contradictions in order to give the reader the flavor of the 
objections and in order to show that the disagreements 
are purely fanciful. 

. As a .basis for this brief study, please read carefully 
Matthew 27:33-56; Mark 15:22-41; Luke 23:32-49; John 
19:17-30. As you read, look for any possible 
contradictions. 

Those who, for some unaccountable reason, sit in the 
seat of the scorners and pass judgment on the Bible and 
its writers, and who seem to delight in faultfinding, affect 
to see massive clashes between the four gospel writers in 
the passages you have just read. 

One censor of Holy Writ has written, "Regarding the 
drink of vinegar, Mark says Jesus would not drink. 
Matthew says Jesus first tasted and then refused. Luke 
seems to say that Jesus withstood the drink. But John 
says that Jesus drank on purpose -and in order to fulfill 
the scripture. Did he or did he not drink the vinegar?" 

The truth is that Jesus was offered wine or vinegar 
mixed with myrrh or gall or wormwood twice. Once at 
the very beginning of the crucifixion and again near the 
moment of his death. Matthew and Mark record both 
instances (Matthew 27:34 and 27:48; Mark 15:23 and 
15:36). The two offers of vinegar to drink are separated 
by several hours. Luke records only the first offer of 
vinegar (Luke 23:36) but does not say if Jesus did or did 
not drink. John records only the second offer (John 
19:28-30), and records that Jesus drank it in order to 
fulfill scripture. 

The consistent picture painted by the four gospel 
writers shows Jesus being offered vinegar and myrrh at 
the very beginning of the crucifixion and his refusal to 
drink. It almost seems that Jesus wanted to drink the 
dregs of the cup of suffering. After he had been on the 
cross for many hours and death was near, he said, "I 
thirst." And then he was given the offer of vinegar a 
second time and he drank it. Immediately after the Lord 
drank 'the vinegar, he died. 

There is no inconsistency and no disagreement 
between the four writers with reference to the two offers 
of vinegar to drink. It seems to me to be grossly unfair to 
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conf1,1se the two separate offers of vinegar and pretend to \ 
see some great gulf between the four writers of the 
gospels. 

Another objection is made by carping critics to the 
wording of the sign on the cross that told of the crime of 
Jesus; One faultfinder said, "The sign above Jesus' head is l 
given with four different sets of words, a different reading , 
in each Gospel. Were there four different signs? Or, what ' 
did the sign say?" 

John tells us that the sign was written in "Hebrew, and 
in Latin, and in Greek" (John 19:20). The single sign held 
three sentences and each sentence told of the accusation 
against him. The four gospel wnters translate the three 
sentences. One may have transcribed the words of the 
Greek inscription, a second might translate the Hebrew, a 
third the Latin, and a fourth may have given a different 
translation of the Hebrew or Latin. No problem! No 1 

contradiction! 

Still another objection is raised with reference to the 
veil of the temple. It is noted that Matthew and Mark 
mention the rending of the veil after the death of Jesus 
whereas Luke mentions the tearing of the veil before the 
death of Jesus. The truth of the matter is that the gospel 
writers are telling us that certain things happened at 
about the same time without trying to give the exact order 
of occurance. When Jesus died, the centurion in charge of 
the crucifixion said that he was an innocent man and the , 
Son of God; an earthquake tore rocks apart; the veil of 
the temple was "rent asunder" - from the top to the 
bottom - the recent dead came out of the tombs and 
appeared to many in Jerusalem. All of these things 
happened about the same time. Because one writer 
mentions one of the events Ia ter than other writers record 
the same event by no means suggests a contradiction or ' 
disharmony. 

Again it is necessary to point out that omission is not 
contradiction. If one writer mentions that the women in 
the life of Jesus stood near the cross as he died, it does not 
therefore follow that no men were present. If another 
writer mentions that some of the male disciples were 
among the eye-witnesses of his death, it does not follow ' 
that no women were present; nor does it follow that one 
writer denies what the other writer says. 

If the writers had specified that the events recorded ' 
happened in a certain order and other writers stipulate a 
different order, that would be a contradiction. Or if one ' 
writer mentions a certain thing and other writers deny 
that thing happened, that, too, would be a contradiction. 
But if the writers give a list of what happened during a 
certain period and the order of the list is not the same, 
that does not, in and of itself, constitute a contradiction. 

You rna y wonder why anyone would go to such trouble 
to find contradictions when there are no contradictions. 
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The answer is twofold: Some are unbelievers who would 
like to discredit the writers of the gospels and destroy 
faith in God. Others are advocates, wittingly or 
unwittingly, of neo-orthodoxy and would like to project 
the idea that each person is a law unto himself; that when 
we read the four gospels we get four different pictures of 
Jesus and four different revelations from God. Therefore 
we must not "see the Bible as a 'blueprint' for building a 
church or a 'text book' for doctrine or a 'road map' from 
earth to heaven." 

Either position boils down to unbelief. "For many 
walk. of whom I told you often. and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ; 
whose end is perdition. whose god is the belly, and whose 

IEXPOSITIONAL EMPHASISI 

PSALM II 
Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 

If we think of numbering the psalms we have no 
problem with this one. Paul does it for us. "As it is also 
written in the second psalm"(Acts 13:33). We also know 
from the New Testament that David is the author of the 
same, (Acts 4:25). We have apostolic assurance that 
David is its author. 

Surely in this psalm there is the messianic tone. It raises 
the prophetic finger to point to Christ and to the 
establishment of his kingdom. This will be accomplished 
in spite of the opposition. We can thus see that the 
rejection of Jesus did not take God by surprise. He didn't 
have to change his purpose and plan. Those of 
premillennial learnings might well keep this in min<l. 

Also, as you read this psalm it becomes all the more 
foolish for one to oppose the Almighty. In addition, this 
psalm leaves one without excuse when Jesus came. They 
would already know his plan and purpose. 

Among other things, this psalm is called "The Psalm of 
Many Voices." Several voices are heard and what they 
say is quite revealing. We also live in a world of voices. 
Some are good, some not so good. We would do well to 
listen to what these voices have to say to us: 

I. THERE IS THE VOICE OF ASTONISHMENT 
(v. 1-3) 

A casual reading of these verses will show the 
astonishment expressed by the speaker. He is 
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glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things" 
(Philippians 3: 18-20). 

They crucify the Son of God afresh and put him to an 
open shame. The cross, once again, is placed on the 
ground, and Jesus lies on the bed of sorrows. They nail 
him to it. They erect it. His nerves crack. His blood distils. 
He hangs upon his wounds, naked, a spectacle to heaven 
and earth. "Hear, 0 heavens! 0 earth, earth, earth hear! 
The Lord hath nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against him." 

11815 Double Tree 
Houston, TX 77070 • 

astounded by some of the things he sees and hears. 
How such could occur is amazing to him. How could 
men dare take positions? Would they knowingly do 
what they were doing? It becomes obvious from this 
psalm that they would. 

A voice of these verses speaks of their: 
1. ANTAGONISM (v.l) 
"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine 

a vain thing?" Surely there is antagonism in their 
foolish rage and false reasoning. Their attitude is one 
of anger. They are unreasonable. There is surely no 
just grounds for such an attitude. God is not their 
enemy. 

It is interesting to note that the word for "imagine" 
is from the same word as "meditate" of Psalm 1:2. 
In the first psalm one thinks properly of God and his 
law. In the second psalm his thinking is empty. In the 
last case one thinks of plans that will not work or of 
purposes that are no good. 

2. ARROGANCE (v. 2) 
Surely the antagonism of verse one will show itself 

in numerous ways, but one way will surely be in the 
arrogance shown in verse two. Here are people who · 
place themselves in positions that are not rightfully 
theirs. They feel self-sufficient. Their position is 
against the Lord and his anointed. 

One must see something of the self righteous elder 
brother in the spirit displayed in verses one and two, 
(Luke 15:25-30). Was this not the very spirit that 
caused the Jewish leaders to unite with Pilate and 
Herod to put Jesus to death? You know this to be the 
case. This is exactly the interpretation placed on it by 
the apostles as they prayed (Acts 4:27). 

3. ASSUMPTIONS 
Not only is the speaker astonished at the antagonism 

and arrogance but he stands amazej at their 
assumptions. These declare that they will be free. "We 
will not have this man to rule over us" (Luke 19:14). 
They want no restraints that the Lord and his 
anointed would place upon them. 

We are sure that this group has not all passed away. 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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Psalm II (Continued from Page 7) 

The "li?" movements are still alive. In fact, they 
started m Eden of the long ago (Genesis 3: 1-10). The 
first preacher for that group has been around a long 
time. Paul identifies him as the seryent (II Cor. 11 :3). 
He later refers to him as Satan in the same chapter (II 
Cor. 11:14). 
~y the way, did those who put Jesus to death really 

gam freed~m? Were they able to live on a higher 
level by domg so? Surely not and neither can men do 
so now who seek freedom in the wrong way. 

We ought to be just as astonished at the 
antagonism, arrogance, and assumptions we face. 

II. THE VOICE OF AUTHORITY (v. 4-6) 
In spite of kings, rulers, judges and others there is 

still one who will have the last word. God is still in 
control in spite of our antagonism, arrogance, and 
assumptions. In these verses we have an opportunity to 
hear what he has to say. God voices his: 
1. DERISION (v. 4) 

Though these on earth make their plans to kill his 
anointed, God laughs at their puny efforts to take 
c~mtr?l. B~ their putting Jesus to death they play 
nght mto h1s hands. You see, it will be by the death of 
Jesus that God's plan and purpose is to be carried out. 
They, thus, do not foil his plan but rather further it. 

Surely these should have learned from the attempts 
of Pharaoh to thwart God's plan. He failed and they 
would do the same. So shall we if we attempt what 
they did. 

2. DISPLEASURE (v. 5) 
When we turn down opportunities to be saved or 

be blessed by our Lord we expose ourselves to the 
consequences. This was true with the nation oflsrael , 
(Matt. 23:37; 24: 1-34). Time and again God sent 
prophets to them. He sent his Son and they rejected 
him. The only thing left is wrath poured out in his 
displeasure. 

3. DETERMINATION (v. 6) 
In spite of all that they might do God's plan would 

be carried out. The rejection or reception of this plan 
is not the determining factor. God has a determinate 
counsel. He had a purpose and plan to bless man in 
Christ by the gospel. In spite of all that they do, Christ 
would still be king over the kingdom. 

III. THE VOICE OF AFFIRMATION (v. 7-9) 
We need such voices in an old world of doubt and 

disturbance. We need the assurance that comes from 
the courts of God on high. In these verses we see: 
1. THE PERSON OF THE KING (v. 7) 

In verse two he is called "the anointed." In verse six 
he is king. Now in this verse he-is "God's Son." 

Paul refers to this verse on three occasions. In his 
sermon in Antioch of Pisidia he refers to it and 
applies it to the Lord's resurrection (Acts 13:33). 
Again, reference is made to his priesthood (Hebrews 
5:5). What a person is our Lord! 
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2. POSITION (v. 8) 
Here one must envision the vast control of Jesus 

upon his throne. This is in accordance with Daniel's 
picture of his coronation (Dan. 7:13-14). It also fits 
as does all truth (Eph. 1:19-23): ' 

3. POWER (v. 9) 
We know that power will not be abused or misused. 

The person in the position is too great for that. 
However, those who choo~e to oppose him will find 
that they are no match. 

IV. THE VOICE OF ADMONITION (v. 10-12) 
Herein is an earnest appeal. After clearly setting 

before us needed lessons, he now makes an appeal. 
We are admonished to: 

1. EXERCISE THE MIND (v. 10) 
"Be wise now therefore." In view of the facts 

presented, wisdom is demanded. If only they would 
get their information from the right sources. What a 
difference this would have made in Pilate. Suppose he 
had listened to the master rather than the mob. 
History would surely have recorded better things of 
him. 

2. EXERT THE WILL (v. 11) 
"Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling." This surely means one is serious about his 
service. 

3. EXPRESS THEIR SUBMISSION (v. 12) 
To kiss the Son would surely show submission 

rather than rebellion. Such a person would never 
think of trying to throw off the chords that bind him 
to the Lord. 

CONCLUSION 
It now becomes easy to see some lessons. If one listens to 
the voice of authority and accepts the affirmations and 
admonitions of verses four through twelve, he will never 
be in the position of those in verses one through three. 
One has but to turn to Acts 4:1-37 and look at-the two 
groups mentioned to know which group was in verses one 
to three and which is in four through twelve. With our 
present attitudes where would we have been? With the 
opposers or the obedient? 
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A PERSONAL 
PLEA 
G. K. Wallace 

We need to be reminded that there 
are many mission fields here at home 
as well as in distant lands and across 
the seas. A case in point is Southwest 
Florida, more specifically Cape 
Coral, Florida. Government surveys 
(1978 & 1980) show Southwest 
Florida to be the second fastest 
growing urban area in the United 
States. These surveys also reveal the 
City of Cape Coral to be the 
municipal growth leader in 
Southwest Florida. In 1972 there 
were less than 10,000 people living in 
Oipe Coral; In 1982 there were nearly 
40,000; by 1992 projections show a 
population exceeding 1 00,000. Yet 
the largest and fastest growing city in 
Southwest Florida was without a 
single congregation of God's people! 
It was not until brother Terry 
Wheeler, a faithful and dedicated 
gospel preacher, brought this matter 
to our attention, that we were made 
aware of the great need for the gospel 
in this area. 

Thus in August of 1983, under the 
oversight of the elders at Bell Shoals, 
in Brandon, Florida, brother Wh~eler 
and his family moved to Cape Coral 
to begin this new work. In less than 
four months, a faithful congregation 
of the Lord's church was established. 
On December4, 1983, the Cape Coral 
Church of Christ held their first 
public. worship in a small store front. 
The work has grown remarkably to a 
present number of 55 faithful 
Christians. However, our brethren in 
Cape Coral are now faced with a 
grave obstacle, an obstacle which 
must be overcome if the Lord's work 
is to continue there. 

There is now an urgent and 
immediate need for the Lord's people 
to buy land and erect a church 
building in Cape Coral. The Cape 
Coral congregation has now out 
grown and is presently in danger of 
losing their store front facility to a 
retail establishment. Hence they have 
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been searching for a new meeting 
place, but to no avail. However, the 
acquisition of a new temporary 
facility would not remove the grave 
obstacle before us. Time and land is 
running out! Like the "Gold Rush of 
49" in California, a "Land Rush" 
took place in Cape Coral from 1972-
1982. Along with land developers, 
investors, and multitudes of people, 
came denominational groups of every 
stripe and color purchasing land. In 
under ten years, 32 denomina tiona! 
structures were erected. Sadly, NOT 
ONE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
structure can be seen in the largest 
city in Southwest Florida ( 103 square 
miles)! Brethren this ought not to be! 

You will be pleased to know that 
the brethren in Cape Coral have 
already saved $2,300 for the building 
fund. A special plea was made by 
brother Wheeler to this small 
congregation, the brethren 
contributed $8, 192.50. In addition all 
contributions are being put into the 
building fund with the exception of 
operating expenses. Our brethren are 
doing all they possibly can, they need 
our help. 

11th Annual 

Therefore, I am urging 100 
congregations or individuals to give 
$1,000 each immediately by check or 
commitment. Or 200 can give $500 
each. Would you please answer this 
plea? If I had the physical strength, I 
would be out helping brother 
Wheeler raise these funds. You know 
of my interest and labors in Florida. 
If you can assist us in Cape Coral I 
will count it a personal favor. Send all 
contributions and inquiries to: Cape 
Coral Church of Christ, 1525 S. W. 
49th Terrace, Cape Coral, Florida 
33914 or phone (813) 549-2010. 

203 Glendale Drive 
Brandon, Florida 33511 

Editor's Note: Because of the 
sound people and faithful 
congregations backing this 
appeal, we can heartily endorse 
your participating in it. Such 
men as G. K. Wallace, J. A. 
McNutt, Winfred Clark, W. E. 
Wardlaw, and George DeHoff 
are backing this effort. Please 
come to their aid. 
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WATERMARKS 
Shawn Jones 

Throughout the history of 
redemption, the scroll of Scripture 
has been marked by water. Upon the 
first page of scripture we find "the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters" (Gen. I :2). The last 
chapter of the Bible envisions 
heaven's "pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the La~" 
(Rev. 22: I). Between these two 
references, water repeatedly rises to 
demark eternity's territory. 

In Genesis chapter I, there 1s a 
water line between chaos and 
creation. Like man without God, we 
find an earth without form, void, with 
darkness upon the deep. But the spirit 
of God moves upon the waters. At 
His creative words light and life leap 
into existence. 

In Genesis 7, the water of Noah's 
flood demarks the old world from the 
new. Peter tells us "the world that 
then was, being over-flowed with 
water, perished" (2 Peter 3:6). At the 
same time "eight souls were saved by 

What Jesus' Blood 
Will Not Cover! 

Tom Hall 

We generally think the blood of 
Jesus has the power to cover 
anything. Serious Bible students 
realize there is power in the blood. 
Where would we be without it? The 
Hebrew writer said, "without 
shedding of blood is no remission" 
(Hebrews 9:22). We are continually 
reminded by the sacred spiritual song, 
"There is Power in the Blood." Who 
can deny it? 

However, many in Christianity try 
to stretch the blood to cover what 
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water" - namely, Noah and his 
family (1 Pet. 3:20). Water was at 
once the instrument of destruction 
and salvation. 

In Exodus I4, the waters of the Red 
Sea demark the line between Egypt's 
slavery and Israel's freedom. Paul 
later wrote of Israel's baptism "unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea" (I 
Cor. I0:2). The same water which 
saved the Israelites destroyed the 
Egyptians. 

In Exodus 30: I7-20, the Lord 
required the Aaronic priests under 
Moses' law to wash their hands and 
feet in the water of the brass laver 
before entering the tabernacle. This 
ceremony was to be observed on pain 
of death! The water in the laver 
marked one as ceremonially clean 
and fit to offer sacrifice. 

In Joshua 3, the waters of the 
Jordan River demark the line 
between the wilderness of sin and the 
land of promise. The waters were cut 
off by the presence of the priests 
carrying the ark of the covenant, and 
the Israelites crossed, again, on dry 
ground. 

In John I9, water and blood flowed 

Jesus' blood will not cover. What is it 
that the blood cannot cover? It dates 
back as far as Adam and is as current 
as what you will hear (or use yourself) 
today. Excuses!! The blood of Jesus 
Christ has never nor will it ever cover 
our feeble attempts to excuse 
ourselves. Everyone falls victim to the 
prey. Elders, deacons, preachers, 
teachers and oh, yes the members. 
Oh, how the members can invent 
excuses. There is no need to cite 
examples. They are all worthless and 
probably already been used. 

Is there a cure? Yes, all our ills can 
be corrected by the "Book of Books," 
the Bible. Jesus taught us to love God 
with all our heart, soul and mind 
(Matthew 22:37). When one loves 

from the pierced side of Christ. This 
marked His crossing of the line 
between life and death. The water is a 
witness, along with the Spirit and the 
blood (I John 5:8) , to the end "that ye 
might believe" (John I9:35). 

In a host of New Testament 
passages , water is a line of 
demarcation: The church is cleansed 
"with the washing of water" (Eph. 
5:25): like Noah, we are "saved by 
water" (I Pet. 3:20-2I); with 
"boldness" we are to approach the 
throne by the blood of Christ, 
"having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water" (Heb. 
10:22). Honest examiners of the New 
Testament will exclaim with the 
Eunuch: "See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized?" (Acts 
8:36). 

How has the water marked your 
life? In light of all the "watermarks" 
on Scripture's scroll, Peter's question 
to Cornelius' household is still 
appropriate: "Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be 
baptized ... ?" (Acts 10:47). 
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Biblical Studies" 
Gilben D. Gough. EditOI' 

"The Trial Of 
Temptation" 
(James 1:12-18) 

Ken Burleson 

Any testing or trying of our faith is 
sure to be for our good provided that 
we stand the test. God does not tempt 
or entice any man to sin. However, 
God did "tempt" or try Abraham 
(Heb. II:I7-I9; Gen. 22: I). Trials 
should cause us to see our weaknesses 
and help to make us patient and 
steadfast. God does not remove the 
temptation but has provided a way of 
escape (I Cor. 10: 13). God provided a 
way of escape in the wilderness when 
he had Moses to place the brazen 
serpent on the pole in the midst of the 
camp that they could look at it and be 
healed. 

Patience In Trials 

"Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him" (vs. 12). James I:2 teaches 
that temptation should be a cause of 
joy, if it is regarded as an opportunity. 
James I: 3 gives the reason. "Knowing 
this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience." Verse twelve 
teaches that the one who endures 
temptation will receive a blessing 
from God, even "the crown of life" or 
life everlasting. John also wrote of the 
"crown of life" in Revelation 2: 10. 
Paul speaks of the "crown of 
righteousness" and a crown that is 
"incorruptible" (II Tim. 4:8; I Cor. 
9:25). Peter wrote of the "crown of 
glory" (I Pet. 5:4). All of these are 
linked to the heavenly hereafter. 

The character of the blessed man is 
set forth. He loves the Lord and in the 
spirit of this love he "endures 
temptation." Love is the substance of 
the Christian's character and love 
"endureth all things" (f Cor. 13:7). 
FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 22, 1984 

The Origin And End Result Of Sin 

"Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: But 
every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death." Some have the idea that then 
is a contradiction between the KJV 
rendering of Genesis 22: I and James 
I : I3. In Genesis 22: I the word 
"tempt" is used in reference to God's 
trial of Abraham. The first definition 
of tempt is to prove, test or try. There 
is not a contradiction in the rendering 
of the two verses. In verses 2-II James 
dealt with temptation from the 
viewpoint of outward trial. In verse 
I3 the ch~nge is made from the use of 
the noun form for temptation to a 
verbal form. The verbal form means 
to solicit to do evil. Mankind is prone 
to do as Adam in Eden and blame 
God for his sin. this false idea is as 
old as the garden of Eden. Many have 
adopted the same excuse, in various 
forms, ever since. 

God does not tempt (entice) any 
man to sin. James affirmed in verses 
2-I2 that God tries men for the 
purpose of determining the strength 
of their faith but in verses 13-I5 he 
denies that he does so for the purpose 
of enticing them to sin. In verse 
fourteen James sets forth the source 
of temptation. Man is drawn away by 
his own lust and enticed. The 
progressiveness of sin is as follows: 
temptation begins when one is drawn 
away from the place of safety by the 
enticement that Satan dangles before 
him; lust conceives when one's evil 
desires unites with a submission of the 
human will to Satan's will; thus, sin 
"when it is full grown bringeth forth 
death." 

There are several biblical 
illustrations of the truth presented by 
James. The example of Eve is clearly 
set forth in Genesis 3:6: "And when 
the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise. she took of the fruit 
thereat, and did eat, and gave also unto 

her husband with her; and he did eat." 
The progression of the sin is very 
clear. She saw, she desired, she ate, 
and was driven from the garden. 

Achan also serves to illustrate 
James' point. Joshua 7:21 says, 
"When I saw among the spoils a 
goodly Babylonish garment, and two 
hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, 
then I coveted them, and took them; 
and behold, they are hid in the earth 
in the midst of my tent, and silver 
under it." The progressiveness of the 
sin is very clear. He saw, he coveted, 
he took and was stoned to death. 

So, James describes the origin and 
end result of sin. One must do as Paul 
said in I Thessalonians 5:22: "Abstain 
from all appearance of evil." Paul 
also said in I Corinthians I5:33, "Be 
not deceived: evil communications 
corrupt good manners." 

Good Gifts Come From God 

"Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures." Verse I6 is closely related 
to the preceding verses. James shows 
one should not be deceived into 
thinking that God originates 
temptation and sin. It is quite to the 
contrary for God is the giver of all 
good gifts. These gifts descend from 
God and our genuine gratitude 
should ascend. James portrays him as 
"the Father of lights." "Lights" refers 
to the heavenly bodies- sun, moon, 
stars - which provide light for us. 
The lesson goes beyond the literal 
lights to that of moral and spiritual 
light. Changes occur in his creation 
but none in the Creator. The Lord 
changes not (Malachi 3:6). Jesus 
Christ is changeless (Heb. I3:8). 

God wills that all be saved (II Pet. 
3:9) and he does not tempt man to sin. 
God's truth is the victorious vehicle 
through which the power to redeem is 
channeled (John 8:32; Rom. I:I6). 
42I7 Highway 39N 
Meridian, Mississippi 3930 I • 
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In Light of the S"criptures 

IT WAS RELIGIOUS 
BIGOTRY THAT 
REJECTED THE 

SAVIOUR 
Burton Coffman 

Matthew, more than any other sacred writer, stressed 
the evil character of the Pharisees and scribes of official 
Judaism; and from this fact some critics of the New 
Testament have alleged that chapter 23 of Matt.hew's 
gospel containing the "Woes" against those leaders is 
more the result of Matthew's prejudice than of anything 
that Jesus ever said. Of course, such allegations are 
grounded not only in ignorant and inadequate views of 
biblical inspiration, but also in blindness to the reasons 
why the full truth about the scribes and Pharisees had to 
be told. 

Reasons for the need to expose the men who "sat in 
Moses' seat" derive from the fact that, as the official 
representatives of Judaism, their failure to recognize and 
accept their Messiah would ever after be used by Satan as 
an argument against the validity of Christ's claim upon 
all mankind as the true Messiah. If, therefore, there had 
been the least vestige of anything either honorable or 
upright in the Pharisees, et al, there then could have 
continued throughout history some suspicion that since 

"good men" as they were supposed to be, rejected Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah, there must have been some good 
reason for their doing so. Matthew successfully broke 
that crutch of infidelity. He was exactly the right man to 
do it! As a former tax collector, he knew the real 
character of those men; but it must not be thought that he 
distorted or misrepresented in any manner the picture of 
them that appears in the gospel. It is a true picture, and 
the appearance of it in the sacred New Testament is 
absolutely necessary. It is God's will and not Matthew's 
prejudice that gave it to us. God always chooses His 
instruments, and the Apostle Matthew was ideally suited 
to the task of presenting those enemies of Jesus in their 
true light. 

Matthew's fair and generous wntmgs about those 
bigots in their hatred of Jesus forever remove any 
suspicion or even the outside possibility of any doubt that 
their actions were otherwise motivated than through 
blind, fanatical, and selfish hatred of the truth. Their 
every argument , invented through despair, maliciously 
urged and distorted to appear plausible; their every 
connivance with even their worst enemies to find some 
pretext against him; their reliance at last upon suborned 
and lying witnesses, perversion of sacred scripture, 
malevolent torture of sacred truth; and their resort finally 
to mob violence to achieve their ends; and, withal, their 
prejudice against him, not desiring to accommodate with 
him, but only to accomplish his murder - all of these 
things are so faithfully detailed in Matthew's gospel that, 
two thousand years after the facts , any fair-minded 
person can easily understand why such men rejected 
Christ. 

2108 Bra nard 
Houston, TX 77098 • 

COMMUNION CUPS 

-WANTED
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
Many congregations are 
looking for Personal Work 
Directors. We need YOU! We 
can help you to be more 
effective in this area of work. 
One year course No 
Tuition - V.A. Benefits -
Write or call for more 
information. 

~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1 ,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 
sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 
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Still the same low price of $14.95 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House P.O. Box 610 Austin. Texas 78767 

SCHOOL OF 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

(since 1979) 
Coleman Ave. church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 22307 
Memphis, TN 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 

FIRM FOUNPAJION MAX ?? 12M 



MISSION NEWS 

THE NEED IN 
GHANA 

CONTINUES 
Trent H. Wheeler 

In the last 12 months the people of 
Ghana have suffered through famine 
and drought. Due to the efforts of our 
brethren this burden was greatly 
eased. 

Millions of dollars worth of food 
and supplies were shipped into Ghana 
and now the crisis has ended. Crops 
are growing, the economy is regaining 
stability and our brethren's efforts 
have not been forgotten. 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Thru August 14, 1984 
Oberammergau 

July 5, 1984 
Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 801-683-1678 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 22, 1984 

The Lord's church is now well 
esteemed and the door is now open to 
the gospel. Our brethren are to be 
commended for the work they have 
accomplished but now a greater need 
exists. Ghana needs to hear the gas pel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Ghana is ripe unto the harvest but 
the laborers are few. There is 
currently only one missionary family 
in Ghana. This August Ted, Renee 
and Trevor Wheeler will go and join 
this family in the work, but the 
Wheelers need our help. Our brethren 
rose to the occasion when asked to 
feed their bodies, my prayer is that we 
will not ignore their souls. If you 
would like to help or receive 
additional information concerning 
Ghana write: Ghana Fund, Orange 
Street Church of Christ, 310 Orange 
Street, Auburndale, Florida 33823. 

2908 Bell Shoals Road 
Brandon, Florida 33511 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

• 

LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY? 
WE CAN HELP THEM! 

The AMEN Min•stry worts w1th •lait"hlul congregat•ons of the 
Churches ot Christ whoM, members Ot'\ ·military matallations 
wonctwkle are Waiting to help your to~ ones - as they have 
helped wtth the spiutual and physical n-.ds of thouu nds of 
others during the put l1ve years. This serv•ce il frM! 

S.nd name, complete address. phone and military inltallation. 
and spiritUal condition, if knewn along with your name and ad
drellto: 

AMEN 
WHITE'S FERRY ROAD 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Box 2000 
Weal Monroe. Lout .. ana 7121_1 

Amerleaa Military Ev ....... NaU... 

EMPLOYMENT: 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home !S currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman •. 
Executive Director. at P. 0 . Box 597. 
Vacaville. CA 95688. or call 707/ 448-
3557. 

NEWS RELEASE 
ATTENTION 

All who have attended Quartz 
Mountain Christian Camp as a 
camper, counselor, teacher, 
camp director, board member 
or worked with the camp in any 
way 

You are invited to the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
Open House of QMCC 

June 2, 1984 
Registration will begin at 2:00 

p.m.; program at 3:00p.m. , and 
a free evening meal at 5:00. 
Please inform us in writing the 
number of people who will be 
able to attend. Reservations 
may be sent to: QMCC; 
ROUTE 1, BOX 66; LONE 
WOLF, OKLAHOMA 73655; 
ATTENTION: BOB SMEE. 

Moving Soon? 
To ensure continuous service, please let 
us know six weeks In advance. Mall To: 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

OLD ADDRESS 
(Attach old I-I here) 

z 

i 

NEW ADDRESS 

"' ;; 
i 

I .... -o· 
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"BLESSED ARE THEY 
WHICH ARE 

PERSECUTED FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

SAKE" 
Garland M. Robinson 

Self-preservation is said to be the first law of nature. 
Most people are in the habit of looking out for ole
number-one. However, the life that Christ has us to live is 
the opposite of self-preservation. We seek the good of 
others and not our own. Instead of repaying evil with evil, 
the eighth beatitude of Matthew 5:10 caused the early 
disciples to smile in the bitterest of violence. We read of 
Peter and John "rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name (Acts 5:41). Jesus said, 
"Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad.· for great is your reward 
in heaven.for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you"(Matthew 5:10-12). 

Jesus taught his disciples they were not to fight back; 
retaliate. The servant is not greater than his Lord 
(Matthew 10: 16-24), therefore, since Jesus was 
persecuted, then we will be persecuted! Jesus even told us 
that it would come. To persecute means to: "Pursue, 
follow after, as one does a fleeing enemy. "Here it means 
to vex or oppress one on account of his religious belief. In 
the a.,ove passage, Jesus says, "but he that endureth to 
the end shall be saved." 

There has always been antagonism between right and 
wrong, good and evil, truth and error, Christ and the 
devil. All of the Bible portrays a great battle between God 

and Satan. Every bit of scripture reveals that 
righteousness will prevail. We need not expect the 
Christian life to be a bed of roses. "Yea, and all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 
Timothy 3: 12). The point is, we must hold fast under any 
and all persecution. We must never go about seeking 
persecution, but when it comes, we should take it 
patiently. We are admonished to "bless them which 
persecute you: bless and curse not" (Romans 12: 14). 

When we are persecuted for faithfulness to Christ we 
stand in good company with the redeemed of all ages. 
God's people have always suffered persecution. Jeremiah 
was put in "stocks" and on another occasion was let down 
in a pit inside a prison to sink in the muck and mire 
(Jeremiah 20:2; 38:6). Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, 
was stoned (2 Chronicles 24:21). According to Jewish 
tradition, lsaiah was sawn assunder by Manasseh (king 
of Judah and son of Hezekiah). John the Baptist was cast 
into prison and then beheaded by Herod (Matthew 
14: 10). Our Lord was crucified between two thieves. 
Again we are told by tradition that each of the apostles 
suffered a martyr's death except the apostle John. And 
the list goes on and on. 

Jesus tells us to"rejoice"and be"exceedingglad"when 
we are reviled and persecuted. "Rejoice" and "exceeding 
glad" are imperatives! An imperative is a command. Our 
suffering and persecution should not cause shame but 
rather should cause us to glorify God (I Peter 4: 12-16). 
Our suffering must be for "righteousness sake" and not 
for "evil doing." "For it is better, if the will of God be so, 
that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing" (I Peter 
3:14, 17). 

Let us remember the attitude Christ had concerning 
persecution. Let us remember there has been and always 
will be persecution. Let us rejoice and be glad when it 
comes, "receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation 
of your souls" (I Peter 1:6-9). 

3421 Thurber Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46809 • 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
~ake Plans To Attend The 

FIRM 
FOUNDATION 
LECTURESHIP 

EDDIE WHilTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, B"t!fort! !Fort Worth). Tex>s 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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Theme 

"The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth" 

September .9-12, 1984 
Austin, Texas 

Our 100th Year
September 1884 - September 1984 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising. in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre~pa1d, the c.ost is $1 .50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advert1smg meetmg p laces, preachers seek ing work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publ isher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to : Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0 . Box 17200 Pensacola FL 
32522 ' ' 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
Dellalrr Rd., 98508. Will cont.ct reletlvH or lrlendo In Alan. 
Glenn Rendolp/1 or Pet McM8han. Phone 272-7584 or 583-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3630 N. "E'' Sl Sundoy 9:30 l 10:30 end 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Cell 883-2550 or Mervin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Veer Curriculum - 3,166 Claaroom houB 
Preaching - Peraonel Evengellam - Mlaalona 

Complete Progrem lor WIVH end Teac:hau 
Cont.cl: Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5800, 2107 S. 

Lamer, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Seulley Road 

Penaecole, Florlde 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible atudy 9:00A.M., WoBhlp 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
WednHdoy Bible atudy 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evengellat. 

BELL VIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4950 Seulley Road 

Penaecole, Florlde 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full 2 yeer progrem, V.A. epproved, hllu R. Miller, Director. 

~REWER, MAINE - 241 Center Sl , V.F.W. HelL Sundey 
da ... , 10:15; WoBhlp, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-
4383. Vlaltora Welcome. Write ebout newcomeB to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Brlitol, Vlrglnle, Eaat Brlatol Church of Chrlat juat off 1-81 
between Exit 3 end 4 on Bonhem Roed. Sun dey 10:00 A.M. end 
6:30 P.M.; WednHdey 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-869-1896, 
Kenneth ChembeB, Mlnlater. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntavllle, Alebeme 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., WoBhlp 10:00 A.M. end 6:00 
P.M., Wedneadey Bible Study 7:00 P.M. Wllllem E. Werclew, 
Evengellat. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Kety Freewey (1-10 Weal) 

Houaton, Texea noM 
(713) 492-1219 

Sundoy: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., WoBhlp 10:00 A.M. end 6:00 
P.M., Wedneadey Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbe, Even gel lat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2642 Shelby Street 

lndlenepolla, lndlene 46203 
(317) 764-6480 

Sundey: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., WoBhlp 11:00 A.M. end 6:00 
P.M., Wedneadey Bible Study 7:45 P.M. Fred D8Yia, Even gel lat. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your releiiYH end lrlenda. Church meeta et 112 
Montgomery Sl Zip 12601. Or cell Tom Terbet (914) 462-G467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Chrlat, 
46110 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Berlee, Evengellat 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courau by 
Correapondenc:e. Progremmed tepea with written materiel end 
IHta. Alao you mey join our Tepe-A-Month Club end receive 
apeclel leaaona on meny aubjecta. For Free Information write: 
Suneet Church of Chrlat, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
PREACHER NEEDED: Smell Oklehome Penhendle 
congregation et Texhome, Oklehorne Ia needing e lull-time 
preacher. Perllel aupporl rney be needed. Unlumlahed 
houalng Ia 8Yelleble. Send reaume to: Church of Chrlat, Box 
392, Texhome, OK 75949. 

Smell aouth Texa church needa active, retired or eernl-retlred 
mlnleter 9-1-84. 3 B/ R houee end utllltlee end modeat ulery. 
Send reaume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0 . Box 444, Felfurrlea, 
Texa 78355. 

The Hlco church of Chrlat Ia In need of e full-lime goapel 
preacher. Contec1 J. T. Leonerd, Rt. 3146, Hlco TX 76457. (817) 
798-4509. 

Wenfed: Full time preacher for the -rk here. Arnbltloua, 
pereonel worker. Ne-.1 Immediately. Pleeee contact Gery 
Vondy (303) 642-5861 or CeiYin Swopea (303) 642-4205 or, 
aend reaume to Bruah church of Chrlat, Box 802, Bruah, CO 
80723. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Avelleble June 1. Dealrelulltlme pulpit or educetlonel mlnlatry 
In So. Gr .. t Lekea eree. BA In Bible with trelnlng In blbllcel 
lenguegea, couneellng, epologetlca end pereonel evengellam. 
Some experience. Age 26 with !emily. Reaume, tepe evelleble. 
Cont.ct Mike Deveney, 5956 Oeklelgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 36116, 
205-281-3456. 

Mlnlater Wented. Congregetlon ol125 membeB with eldeu 
aeeklng full-time, dedlceted mlnlater to work with 
oongregetlon under oveBight olelderaln Sen Baonlto, TX. Cell 
or write Luther Archlbeld, 598 N. D-llng, Sen Benito, TX 
78566 (512) 399-1732. 

Preacher dealrea pulpll 13 yB. experience In mlaalon end loc:el 
-rk. B.S., M.Ed., Preaton Rd. Sch. of Preaching. Alao qualified 
lor educ:etlonel mlnlatry or Chrlatlen School principal or 
teacher. Wile en experienced elementary teecher In public end 
Chrlatlen echool. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry Ln., Grend Prelrle, 
TX 75050, (214) 642-CI856. 

HELP WANTED 
ELEM. TEACHERS: 84-85, Inquire Sequole Chrlallen School, 
137 E. Morton, Porterville, CA 93257. 

HAWAII CALLS: Co-Worker/a Ne-.1. Write to: Gerald 
Wright, c/o Hewellen Church of Chrlat, P. 0 . Box 1706, Pehoe, 
Hll6778. 

FOR SALE 
FOR SAlE: Full eervlce rellgloua bookatore. Well eatebllahed. 
Good loceUon. lncludea building, llxturea end lnftnlory. For 
more detella cell (214) 792-m7 during bualneaa houB. Aller 
hOUB (214) 832-5203. 

The CeN For The ChrlaUen Policemen 
T•ry 1/1. HIQht-• 
$5.00 + 11M poetege 

P. 0. Box 8611, Sebutlen, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CASSETTE TAPE CATALOG- New from Norlheat School of 
Biblical Studlea - For your Free Copy write to: LIFE 
COMMUNICATIONS, P. 0. Box 1155, Clifton Perk, NY 12085. 

H- meny rellgloua perlodlcela do you aubacrlbe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundotlon trlea to acreen 
adYerllalng, end will not knowingly teke queatloneble 
adYertlalng. But n Ia the reeder'a rHponalblllty to lnvHtlgete. 
Like eny other peper, we aometlrnea unwittingly run en 
unworthy ed. Aa the old uylng goea, before you lnYHI, 
lnvHUgetel 

lnalruc10B needed tO leech Peraonel Development Cou ..... 
Excellent perl-tlme Income poaalbHIUea lor thoae willing to 
-rk. Even grHier outreach poaalbHitlea end aell growth 
rewerdo. For detella end frH lnlorrnetlon write or cell: 
Succeaafull Uvtng lnalflute, 1401 Wllahlre Dr., Ode ... , Texea 
711761, 915-333-3516 (efter 5:00p.m.). 

JESUS FROM GENESIS THRU REVELATION: Story of 
redemption (God'a Eternal Purpoee end Plen). Studlea by 
Larry Deeaon In hla mlnlatry a Deen of the Norlheat School of 
Biblical Studlea et Clifton Perk, NY. 52 complete leaaonaleed 
you thru the Bible twice In one year. 34 cueette tepea with 207 · 
pege atudy guide complete with ouUinea. ldeellor Adult Bible 
Cleaeea, or Bible Collegea. lncludea 3-drewer atorege cue. 
$88.00 poatpeld. Order from: Llle Cornmunlcellona, Box 655, 
Clifton Perk, NY 12085. 

Lel'a all build the Firm Foundation. 
SUb8cr1be for your friend a and gel your friends 
to aub8crlbe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Yeara $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year {prepaid). 
Minimum five aubscrlpllons per club. 
Congregational {prepaid) when a 
congregation paya for the paper to be aentlo 
at leall 25 members. Churchel may be billed 
monthly at 24 cent• per l11ue. Bundle Rate 
$9.50 per year per aubacriptlon {prepaid) 
when a bundle {minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one addre11. Churchea may be billed monthly 
at 22 cent• per copy per l11ue. 

Send all aubscrlptlona to: Poat Office Box 
17200, Pen11cola, FL 32522. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 16:16. A book by Blll ljemea revtewlng 
meny of the lmporlent eftnta In the brotherhood over the leal 
oouple of yeera end detelllng the preeent altuetlon In each 
oountry end atete. Coat $10 poatpeld. Order from Bill l)ernea, 
Box 864, Mockavllle, NC 27028. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the cere ol children end lemlllea In 
eervlcea being expended et High Plelna Chlldren'a Horne end 
Femlly Servlcea, Inc. Appllcetlona ere being accepted for: 
Houeeperenta, Social WorkeB, Director of Social Servtcea 
(MSW required), Cempua Meneger. Attractive ulery end 
beneflta. Cont.ct Byron Nichola, P. 0 . Box 7449, Amarillo, 
Texa 79114-7448. Telephone (806) 355-6566. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, Mpedelly older Brotherhood 
, end eny Debetea. Weyne Stephana, Box 285, ShewnH, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For llat olthoee deal ring to correapond with other 
alnglea, aend SASE to Correapondence, P. 0 . Box 987, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llal Give ege - opllonel. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Frea Congregellonel 
Workahopa Gelua Fund lor Needy Mlnlatera. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite *106; Della, 
TX 75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write lor free leether 
umplea end prlcM. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Tex .. 
79804. 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 76571 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 
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THE GREATEST STORY 
EVER TOLD 

Michael Bond 

As children we all had favorite stories to which we 
loved to listen from time to time. Children listen carefully 
to stories we tell them. They are eager to learn all they 
can. We sing: "I Love To Tell The Story," it is a bout Jesus 
and his love for his children. Truly, as God's children we 
do love to tell the precious story of Jesus Christ. Why is 
Jesus the greatest story we can tell the world? 

First of all, man is in need of a savior. Man 
transgressed God's command in the garden of Eden (Gen. 
3). Adam and Eve disobeyed God when they ate of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us that sin separates man from 
God. "But your iniquities have separated between you 
and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear" (lsa. 59:2). The gospel of John 
records that, if we continue in sin, we are not in fellowship 
with Jehovah (I J n. I :6, 7). 

Second we notice, God gave the greatest gift ever 
known to man. Due to God's great love for us, He gave 
something, His Son. ''For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son ... " (J n. 3: I 6a). 

Man could not have been saved without the death of 
Jesus to take away the sins of mankind. It was not the 
purpose of the blood of bulls and goats under the old law 
to take away sins. God over looked the sins of the Hebrew 
nation once a year, and saw in time that His Son would 
cleanse the world of sin. Jesus' blood went back to the 
beginning of time, and will continue to cleanse men until 
he comes again. But Christ will only cleanse those who 
obey His will (Mt. 7:21). 

Third we notice, God loved mankind; that is why He 
gave His Son to die for us. Salvation is not free; it cost the 

Son of God his very life for our salvation. Just what did 
Jesus do in his death? Notice that Jesus did these three 
things: 

(I) He redeemed us from sin. "Redeem" means to buy 
back again. Literally, Jesus bought us back again with his 
blood (Rom. 3:24). Titus wrote, "Who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and to 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works"(Titus 2: 14). He redeemed us back for himself that 
we might love him and would be a pure and holy people 
unto him. 

(2) He satisfied our sins. Paul penned, "Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood ... " (Rom. 3:25a). Literally, Jesus gave his live as a 
gift offered to settle the difference. He died that we might 
have remissjon of sins (Rom. 3:25b). 

(3) He came to set us free from sin. We are free from sin 
when we obey Christ's will. "If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (Jn. 8:36). Jesus 
released us from the bondage of sin (J n. 8:32). Jesus set us 
free for righteousness. Being set free we now pursue the 
righteous things in life. Jesus said, "Being set free from 
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Editorial ... 

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS 
"And it came to pass, when Jesus ended these words, the multitu?es 

were astonished at His teaching: for He taught them as one havtng 
authority, and not as their scribes" (Matt. 7:28-29). These words occur at 
the close of what is known as the "Sermon on the Mount." When the 
multitude had listened to Jesus unfolding the law of His kingdom, when 
they had heard Him pass from the winsome tenderness of the opening 
beatitudes to the solemn severity of the closing warnings, they were 
astonished at His authority as distinguished from that of their own 
teachers. 

What was the authority of the scribes? It was interpretative, dogmatic, 
and official. None of these words is necessarily indicative of wrong. 
Interpretation is of infinite value; dogmatism has its place; and an official 
position is not necessarily wrong. To this kind of authority the people 
were perfectly accustomed, but having listened to Jesus, they said He 
taught as having authority, and yet they declared that it was not as the 
authority of their scribes. As they listened, they were conscious that Jesus 
was speaking, not in the name of another, nor was He exercising the 
authority of words already spoken. He was the authority of origination, 
of Kingship, of supremacy, the thrilling, awe-inspiring authority of the 
final voice. 

Thus we are not surprised to read the statement which immediately 
follows: "When He was come down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed Him." Authoritative speech is always attractive, because man 
everywhere is conscious of his need in this respect. The authority may be 
false, but it is nevertheless attractive. It has been demonstrated over and 
over again that man may erect great organizations upon the basis of a lie 
if only he will utter it with authoritative emphasis. The very existence of the 
numerous, powerful cults is testimony to this fact. We have no right to be 
angry with people who follow a false authority, for it must be 
remembered that the desire for government is one of the essentials of 
human personality. Angry with the false leader we may be, but pity 
should fill our hearts for those who are deceived. The great division in 
religion between Romanism and Protestantism has been largely created 
by a difference as to the true seat of authority. The watchword in the 
Roman Catholic Church is the authority of the Church. The watchword 
of the Protestant world has been, to a large degree, the authority of the 
scriptures. It is sad that this sacred ground has often been vacated by the 
religions who look to Christ as saviour, and even among those of His 
church there are those who subscribe to some authority other than that of 
His Last Will and Testament. 

Man instinctively seeks for authority. This is especially true in the 
realm of spiritual things, in those matters which affect creed, conduct, 
and character. Therefore, it is not surprising that the authorative note in 
the teachings of Jesus drew the multitudes after Him. What the issues of 
their following were is not the question under consideration. We must 
never forget that the element of will enters largely and finally into the 
question of issue. My ultimate relation is determined not by what is said 
to me, but by what I answer. For example, the claim of the Pope' of Rome 
to authority in matters of Christian doctrine does not constitute 
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authority for me. I deny the claim, 
and therefore am not bound by it. 
Therefore, if I am able to establish the 
claim that the authority of Christ is 
based upon truth, even then how it 
affects any of us will depend upon the 
way we answer that claim. We may 
choose to keep His sayings and so 
build upon the rock, or we may refuse 
them and erect the superstructure of 
character on the sand. In this lies one 
of the great abilities of life - the 
human personality of will to choose 
for one's self. 

I cannot allow any man to decide 
for me what line of action I am to 
pursue, or what is to be the creed 
upon which my life is based; yet I do 
need someone to direct me, someone 
of perfect authority who shall tell me 
what is really right or wrong. In times 
when life's strength is strong we 
imagine that we are masters of our 
own thinking and are free to do 
exactly what we please. Sooner or 
later, however, there comes to every 
soul the crisis when the need is keenly 
felt for a voice of authority, for one 
who will lead us into the highest, and 
the best, and the noblest way. Any 
final authority, to be satisfactory, 
must satisfy the reason, move the 
heart, and effect the will. It is only 
such authority that will enable us to 
make our decisions with a sense of 
perfect rest. This need is profoundly 
important and is met only by the one 
of whom the multitudes declared that 
"He taught. .. as having authority." 

A careful study of the teachings of 
Jesus in chapters five, six, and seven 
of Matthew will reveal that He is one 

The Greatest Story Ever Told 
(Continued from Page I) 

who speaks with the authority of 
perfect knowledge, of pure emotion 
and of poised volition. His perfect 
knowledge is demonstrated in His 
knowledge of God and man and their 
interrelationship. God is placed in the 
position of absolute and final 
supremacy. He and His Kingdom are 
to be first in man's life. And He cares 
for His creation. So much that even 
birds and flowers command His 
attention. Jesus' estimation of man is 
that of a being in whom the spiritual is 
supreme. He understands the values 
of life and teaches man to lay up 
treasures in heaven, thus showing that 
man is able to possess things in the 
infinite life that lies beyond the 
present. But He is not an ascetic. He 
understands the thousands of things 
we must contact every day. He 
understands eating, raiment, the 
passions of life for possessions, the 
trials and temptations of the flesh and 
all relationships we encounter, 
whether physical or spiritual. He is 
also a man of pure emotions. His 
sense of justice is of the keenest. His 
words are characterized by a fine 
scorn regarding imperfection, and yet 
they thrill with the tone of delicate 
sympathy. He is not a mere man of 
tears. Neither is He merely an iron
handed administrator. He is both. 
Search out His teaching. Some of His 
words scorch and burn while others 
are infinite music of the love of dod. 
And, He is a person of perfectly 
poised volition. Look at Him. It is 
immediately evident that there is one 
center of life for Him, and that is the 
throne of God. His conception of life 
in all its varied capacities and 
responsibilities is that it must 

maintain its relation to that throne. 
All decisions must be regulated by 
that central passion. Also noted in the 
authority of Jesus is the authority of 
pure emotion. We cannot fear and 
dread Him, though His sense of 
justice be of the keenest, though His 
scorn of imperfection be of the finest, 
for both are atmosphered in a 
sympathy which is unusual in its 
tenderness. It is an authority perfectly 
poised in the good, and perfect, and 
acceptable will of God. 

Before Jesus returned to heaven, 
He stated that" All power (authority) 
is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth." He is Saviour and He is King. 
We must submit to Him. There is no 
middle ground on which to stand; 
there is no middle course for anyone 
to pursue. 

What are the results when we 
submit to the King? Inevitable 
conformity to the likeness of that to 
which we submit must follow. This is 
why Jesus said, ~~ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you 
free." Submit to the truth and you will 
conform to the truth and your life will 
be changed. On the other hand, rebel 
against conviction, deliberately 
refuse to submit to Jesus, and there 
will be disparity and drifting -
drifting further and further from the 
truth. Every man has the ability to 
choose. He can choose the authority 
of Christ or he can reject it. God grant 
that each of us may choose aright. 

-William S. Cline, Editor 

• 

sin, ye become the servants of righteousness" (Ro~. 
6:18). Notice also, "But now being made free from s1n, 
and became servants to God, ye have fruit in holiness, 
and the end everlasting life" (Rom. 6:22). 

we would never have known the salvation that comes 
from God the Father. Why not tell the world the good 
news? Jesus set us free; he paid the debt that we could 
never pay. As Paul said, "For the wages of sin is ?eath; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Chnst our 
Lord" (Rom. 6:23). 

2203 Elisha Ave. 
Zion, IL 60099 Yes, Jesus is the greatest story ever told. Without him • 
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What Can Be 
Known 

Concerning 
Another's 

Spiritual State? 
Tim Nichols 

In recent days we have heard much 
discussion on the subject of 
judgment. There seems to be much 
confusion about what the Bible 
actually teaches about it. Some are 
expressing the judgment that those 
who express judgment are wrong in 
doing so. However, those who are 
saying this are almost always sure to 
place themselves in a good light by 
pointing out that they are giving a 
"personal" judgment. The purpose 
of this article is to point out that 
.. personar' judgments concerning 
the conduct of other people is 
precisely what is condemned in 
scripture. 

While we recognize that we will not 
exhaust the subject or deal with every 
uiffy" situation, we will attempt to 
identify some facts that can be known 
concerning the spiritual state of 
another individual. 

We want to point out immediately 
that we recognize that God is the only 
one who has any right whatsoever to 
declare what is right and what is 
wrong. For any created man to 
presume to sit upon the creator's 
throne and make such declarations is 
absolutely absurd. To this writer this 
seems to be the crux of the matter. We 
need to unite and say with one voice 
that it is God alone who has the right 
to declare what is sinful and what is 
not sinful. We would all agree that it 
is God who determines where 
individuals will exist in eternity. God 
has not given us the responsibility to 
make that decision for him. The thing 
that many seem to have forgotten is 
that God has revealed to man what is 
sinful and what is not. God has 
revealed where individuals will be in 
eternity (I Corinthians 2:10-16 ). 
When it can be known that an 
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individual has performed (is 
performing) an act which God has 
declared to be sinfpl, one is not being 
"judgmental" when he points out the 
fact to the one sinning (I Corinthians 
5). In this sense, we are commanded 
to judge (Galatians 6:1, James 5:19-
20). 

It is sinful to make personal, 
arbitrary judgments concerning 
another's actions. If God has not 
revealed that an act is wrong, we have 
no right to declare· it to be so. If we 
pass harsh and arbitrary judgments 
upon the actions of others, we should 
expect those who observe our doing 
so to pass harsh and arbitra~y 
judgment upon us (Matthew 7: 1-2). 
To pass judgment upon the actions 
of fellow Christians in matters of 
divine indifference is to assume the 
position of master over another's 
servant. Christians answer to God for 
their conduct in such matters 
(Romans 14:4). Having established 
these truths, let us consider some facts 
that can be known concerning the 
spiritual condition of others. 

All accountable persons who do 
not obey the gospel of Christ will be 
lost. This is a sobering but undeniable 
fact. All who live long enough, choose 
to rebel against God and become 
guilty of sin (Romans 3:23). Sin 
causes a separation to occur between 
God and the sinner (Isaiah 59: 1-2). 
One in this state is lost (Romans 
6:23). Some have recently taught that 
at least some of those who have 
become guilty of sin will be saved 
without the gospel. It is said by some 
that to declare that those who do not 
obey the gospel will be lost is to pass 
judgment upon another's servant. 
But this doctrine ignores the fact that 
Christ dying upon the cross, taking 
the place of all who would believe and 
obey him is God's answer to the sin 
problem (John 3: 16-17; Romans 
I: 16). Those who do not obey the 
gospel of Christ will remain in their 
sin and be lost (II Thessalonians I :6-
9; Mark 16: 16). 

Those who obey the gospel of 
Christ and then turn away from the 
truth are in a lost state. When a 
faithful Christian helps an erring 

brother to repent and come back to 
God he can know that he has rescued 
a brother from hell fire (James 5:19-
20). This implies that when a 
Christian observes a brother 
practicing an act which God calls sin, 
he can know and recognize that he is 
lost and in need of being restored 
(Galatians 6: 1). We can know that 
when an individual turns his back on 
Christ that he is among those who 
"draw back unto perdition"(Hebrews 
10:39). 

Those who have obeyed the gospel 
and are being faithful to Christ are in 
a saved state. Those who hear and 
believe the gospel of Christ, confess 
Christ before men, repent of past sins, 
are baptized in water for the 
remission of sins and remain faithful 
until death will be in heaven forever 
(Romans 10: 17; 10: 10; Acts 2:38; 
Revelation 2: 10). 

These truths are not human 
judgments. They are divinely 
revealed truths. Inherent in God's 
claims to have revealed truth to man 
is man's ability to understand. If we 
cannot read and know the meaning of 
scripture, then nothing has been 
revealed. 

Route I, Box 211 
Burlington, West Virginia 26710 • 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilben D. Gough. Editor 

"GODS 
WONDEROUS 

REVELATION" 
James 1:19-27 

Gary Colley 

Religious confusion that presently 
abounds in the world would have 
never existed if the practical writing 
of J ames had been heeded. His 
inspired teaching is directed in this 
text to the heart of the basic difficulty 
of religious error among those of the 
world and even Christians. The 
wrong attitude toward the scriptures 
is the fundamental problem of the 
difficulties among religious people. 

"Wherefore" (v. 19) is a pivota l word 
from the thought presented in verse 
eighteen of how spiritual life was 
begun in us. Jesus had sa id, "the 
words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life" (Jn. 6:63). 
The rejection of these words is the 
rejection of Christ who, with His word, 
will judge the world in the last day 
(J n. 12:48). The word of God is 
wonderous because it contains His 
instructions by which we can truly be 
acceptable servants here and 
participants of Heaven after while. 
"Let eve ry man be swift to hear" 
God's wonderous revelation, "slow to 
speak" our own feeble thoughts when 
He has legislated, and "slow to wrath" 
when His higher thoughts and ways 
do not match what we think (lsa. 
55:8-9). The Philippian church was 
warned and exhorted , "Do all things 
without murmurings and disputings: 
That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God" (Phi l. 
2: 14-15). The wrath of this verse (v. 19) 
is against the designs of the word of 
truth and will break the man rather 
than the man breaking God 's law. 

"The wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God" (v. 20) 1s a 
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doctrinal denial that man will be able 
in actuality to change God's 
wonderous revelation. The pride of 
man marshalls its forces at times in 
wrath to change the revealed plan of 
salvation and the church purchased 
with blood (Acts 20:28), but the 
"righteousness of God" stands as the 
one and only way of salvation for all 
mankind. Paul affirmed that the 
"gospel of Christ" is the power of God 
unto salvation ... For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed" and 
"the wrath of God is revealed ... 
aga in st all ungodlin ess and 
unrighteousness of man, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom. 
I: 16-1 8). The wrath of man is not able 
to overcome the wrath of God nor 
will it prevail here or in the 
judgment. Man in his wrath will not 
heed the teaching of God's 
wonderous revelation and will not 
work God's righteousness as long as 
this attitude continues. Only through 
submissive obedient faith, that which 
submits humbly to Heaven's Will, can 
one b eco me a "servant of 
righteousness" (Rom. 6: I 6-18). 

The reception of the word (v. 2 I ), 
that is, the way one receives and the 
attitude which he has toward God's 
wonderous revelation, is all 
important. Just as the soil must be 
prepared for the farmer to plant the 
seed if he would expect to reap a good 
harvest, so the heart of man must be 
readied for the proper reception of 
the "engrafted word, which is ab le to 
save yo ur souls" (v. 21). Since 
"filthiness a nd superfluity of 
naughtiness" are against the truth and 
the truth against worldliness, these 
must be removed for the successful 
reception of the word. For the word 
to be "engrafted" into our lives and 
thereby save our souls, we . m.ust 
receive God 's wonderous reve1atton 
with "meekness" which is an attitude 
of kindness and love instead of the 
"wrath " condemned above. There is 
no other power given by God "which 
isable tosaveyoursouls"(Rom. l: l6; 
Jn. 6:44-45). The pure seed of truth, 
pia nted in good and honest hea rt s, 
wi ll produce the only Christians and 
Chri stians on ly (Lk. 8: II ). 

Just to have the possess ion of the 

word in the mind is incomplete for 
salvation and will deceive many. The 
blessing of verses 22-25 are only 
found in being doers of the word and 
the work it directs (Phil. 2: 12- 13). The 
doers of the word will find their 
Lord's approva l in the last day(Matt. 
25), will not be ashamed before Him 
(II Tim. 2: 15), and will claim the 
crown of victory ( II Tim. 4:6-8). J esus 
said, "Therefore whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock ... it 
fell not: for it was founded upon a 
rock" (Matt. 7:24-25). None would 
leave their homes to meet the public 
each day without checking a clear 
mirror to correc t any Oaws in 
appearance. And we will check agai n 
and again to do our best. The mirror 
for the soul, God's Word , is the 
source of keeping our sou ls, 
respond ing correctly to the Heavenly 
Father, obtaining the divine blessing 
for our deeds, and laying up treasures 
in heaven (Matt. 6: 19-2 1). The law of 
liberty (v. 25) is the mirror and the hope 
of man who cont inues to hear and do 
the work. It is the means through 
which God works in us " both to will 
and do his good pleasure"(Phil. 2:12-
13). 

James joins with the Psalmist in 
stating "the Ia w of J ehova h is perfect" 
(Psa. 19:7). This means it is comple te. 
Many toda y deny this with th ei r 
theories of new revelations, personal 
direct indwellings, a nd eve n 
"conjunctive" indwellings. Paul also 
teaches, "All Scripture is give n by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doct rine, for reproof, for 
correction, for in struc ti on in 
righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughl y furnished 
unto all good works" (II Tim. 3: 16-
17). Any theory which denies that the 
Word of God is complete and 
thoroughl y furni shing without 
anything further being supplied by 
deity, needs more faith in the 
scriptures delivered by the Holy 
Spirit. It is not only "Perfect" but al~o 
perfecting for the one who follows Its 
dir ec ti ves. God's wo nd c rou s 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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"God's Wonderous Revelation" 
(Continued from Page 5) 

revelation is never desecrated by 
inspired men speaking of it as .. the 
mere word. "They rather speak of it as 
"the law of the Spirit of life" (Rom. 
8:2), ~~the words oflife"(Acts 5:20; J n. 
6:63), and ~~the truth" (J n. 8:32; 
17: 17). How thankful we should be 
that it has been given! (Jude 3). The 
difference in vain religion and pure 
religion (vv. 26-27) is God's wonderous 
revelation. It gives to man the proper 
"system of faith and practice" which 
is the meaning of the word religion. 
The world was religious when Christ 
came; He came to make it religiously 
right by means of truth. The ~~bridle" 
controls the large animal called a 
horse. Truth controls the man that is 

truly religious in the sight of God. A 
man who is not directed, turned, and 
stopped by truth, "deceiveth his own 
heart" and "this man's religion is 
vain"(v. 26). If he is not controlled by 
truth even his worship will be vain, 
since he has accepted the doctrines 
and commandments of men (Matt. 
15:9) and not the truth revealed (Jn. 
4:24; Matt. 28:20). God's wonderous . 
revelation will lead him to ~~pure 

religion" which will not fear the 
bright light of investigation by truth. 
Pure (clean) and undefiled (unmixed) 
religion will see the importance of 
ministering to ~~the fatherless and the 
widows in their affliction" (v. 27). 
God's care for these two groups 
becomes of necessity our care who 
walk in His wonderous revelation 
(Psa. 68:4-5; 146:9). This benevolence 

was practiced by the early church as it 
must be today (Acts 6: 1-6; Gal. 6: 1 0; I 
Tim. 5:16). "And to keep himself 
unspotted from the world" (v. 27) 
shows us the obligation to keep 
ourselves in God's wonderous 
revelation. The principles, maxims, 
and ways of the world make us to 
have part with the worldly. It also 
keeps us from the love of the Father (I 
Jn. 2: 15). Later in this book James 
identifies the friend of the world as 
the "enemy of God" (Jas. 4:4). 

With the Psalmist let us pray, 
"Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wonderous things out of thy 
law" (Psa. 119: 18). 

400 Center Avenue 
Dickson, Tenn. 37055 • 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

As Jesus was dying, he raised this pitiful cry, "My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?'' Many have 
thought Jesus was complaining that even his heavenly 
Father had forsaken him in his hour of greatest need. Did 
Jehovah turn his back on Jesus at the moment of death? 

Critics and skeptics point to these words of Jesus as 
proof of the unreliability and falsity of the gospel records. 
They insist that it is unworthy of God to abandon his only 
Son and leave him without comfort when the Son was in 
extreme pain as a direct result of doing the Father's will. 

An ordinary mortal who asked his son to do a most 
difficult thing and then desert the son as he was in the 
midst of doing that thing, would be regarded as a monster 
of iniquity - and justly so! 

Did Jehovah forsake Jesus when Jesus was dying on 
the cross? A casual reading of Matthew and Mark might 
lead to that conclusion, but a longer look at the account 
of the death of Jesus will show it was otherwise. Jehovah 
did not forsake Jesus at any time and certainly not when 
Jesus was in the throes of death. 

To understand the full meaning of the cry, ''My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" one must go to its 
source and consider the context. The words are the 
opening sentence of Psalm 22. 
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It is not unusual in the Psalms for the writer to begin 
with the complaint that he is forsaken by Jehovah, but 
end the poem of praise and prayer by loudly proclaiming 
his trust in the Lord and declaring that God is his shield, 
defender, strong to~er, rock and buckler. 

In the twenty-second chapter of the book of Psalms, the 
writer begins by calling attention to the appearance of 
things and not to the reality of those things. To unseeing, 
faithless, and therefore godless and ungodly men, it may 
appear that this world is vital and real and that heaven is 
fantasy and fable. But the truth is the exact opposite. The 
informed and the educated are not deceived by the 
illusions of time because they clearly see the reality of 
eternity. What appears to be solid and durable is unsure 
and perishing. What appears to be imaginary and 
insubstantial is unshakable and eternal. Things are not 
always what they appear to be. 

This Psalm is clearly Messianic and the writer is 
speaking in the person of the Anointed of Jehovah. This 
writing speaks graphically of the crucifixion and calls 
attention to the following: 

I. The patriarchs of Israel had trusted God and their 
trust was not disappointed (vv. 4, 5). 

2. The writer (Messiah) was regarded as a worm and not 
a man; he .was rejected and despised and laughed to 
scorn (vv. 6, 7). 

3. He was tormented with the scathing sneer that, though 
he trusted God, Jehovah would not deliver him (v. 8). 

4. He cries out for God to be with him; ~~for trouble is 
near; for there is none to help" (v. II). 

5. He then describes in detail the extremity of his 
suffering; he was ''poured out like water"; all of his 
"bones were out of joint"; his heart had melted like 
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wax; his strength was dried up; his tongue stuck to the 
roof of his mouth (vv. 12-15). 

6. He speaks of the fact that his hands and feet were 
pierced -a prophecy of crucifixion (v. 16). 

7. His garments were parted among his tormenters and 
upon his vesture did they cast lots (v. 18). 

That is a vivid description of how the Son of God 
would die. There he hangs, in the dark, apparently 
forsaken by all - even God. But the reality is not the 
same as the appearance. The truth is that Jesus did not 
trust his heavenly Father in vain. 

Read very thoughtfully the next few verses: "Ye that 
fear Jehovah, praise him; All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify 
him; And stand in awe of him, all ye the seed of Israel. For 
he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted; Neither hath he hid his face from him; But when 
he cried unto him, he heard" (vv. 23-24). 

Jesus on the cross forsaken by Jehovah? Don't believe 
it for a minute! He prayed for God to help him! The 
prayer was answered and God comforted him. Matthew 
says specifically that Jehovah did not hide his face from 
him. He is emphatic in saying that when he cried unto 
Jehovah, he was heard. His father went with him all the 
way. 

~~who in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers 
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, and having been 
heard for his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by things which he suffered; and having 
been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation" (Hebrews 5:7 -9). 

We sometime are tempted to think that Jesus hung on 
the cross for the good part of a day and became weak and 
faint, and, at the final moment, whispered a few last 
words and slowly sank into unconsciousness and death. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth. He did hang 
on the cross for a good part of a day. He did suffer pain 
that could only be described as terrible. But he is God and 
was strong to endure. Matthew and Mark tell us that 
Jesus "cried with a loud voice, ... My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" Not a whimper but a shout. And 
then. as if to show that there was much strength yet in 
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him, he ~'cried again with a loud voice". And then he, 
being the Master to the end, "yielded up his spirit", that 
is, commanded it to go forth. He said, "It is finished"and 
"Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit" (Luke 
23:46). That doesn't sound as if he thought the Father had 
forsaken him. 

When the centurion, who was in charge of the four man 
crucifixion crew, "saw that he so gave up the ghost, he 
said, Truly this man was the Son ofGod"(Mark 15:39). It 
was the remarkable way in which Jesus died that forced 
this confession. 

The Jews, standing around the cross, having been 
drilled in their scriptures from their youth, when they 
heard Jesus say, "My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" would understand two things. First, that 
the Son of man on the central cross (between two thieves) 
was claiming to be the Son of God. That even in his death 
he asserted his Messiahship. Second, the whole of the 
22nd Psalm would spring to mind, and they would 
understand that as he died he was protesting his great 
faith and trust in God and that trust was neither denied 
nor disappointed. One cannot read the 22nd Psalm 
without seeing in it a sufferer pouring out his heart in 
prayer and being received and comforted by his God. 
"They shall come and shall declare his righteousness unto 
a people that shall be born, that he hath done it." 

Jesus died! But his death was not a defeat! It was a 
victory! Satan did not triumph that dark day, but was 
vanquished. And when "Jesus ascended on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." He overcame 
the devil, the world and the grave. He did not go hence 
clutching at the disappearing skirts oflife, mumbling and 
whimpering and complaining. No! but to the profound 
reverse, leaning on the everlasting arms, with a shout and 
in full assurance of faith, he embraced the last enemy and 
destroyed him. Christ hath abolished death! 

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-

If there are passages of scripture that present a problem 
to you and if you would like for me to study them with 
you, please write to me. 

11815 Double Tree 
Houston, Texas 77070 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

• 

Sierra Children's Home !scurrently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director. at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688. or call 707 I 448-
3557. 
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Bible Correspondence Course 
l t:uon S o. 2 

Tfi.E OLD TESTA.\fEST AND TH£ SEW 

.<\s ,.·ou take up )Our 81ble, you wall notice that there is it blank page ilbout two· 
thuds fJf the "'"a)' through at. That b!anlc page comes at the end of what b com· 
manly called the Old Testament. It comes unmediately before what is termed the 
r\e" ' Testament. 

T hese N:o major divisions of your Dlhlt: a re important. You must thoroughly 
understand the signi6canC"t of each of them before you c<m hope to understand your 
B1ble. 

The Olc..l Te,.ta.ment was God's law to the jew. It "U nt:\' t t intendW to be- kept 
b)• Gtntlles. H det:uh Cod's dealing wtth thr ra~ from Adam do" n to ChriJt. The 
~e"· Testament records Cod's law for all men, both j ew and Gentile , sm~ J~us' 
death "" the cross. It u mOil irnponant for us to r~;aliz.~ that C od's ~m for us u 
found m th~ New T~stamtnt-not m th~ Old 

H~r ~ ~~~ th rt!~ r~il.sons "hy v.t e.lnnot toda>• s:;o to th(' Old TtSl.lmt'nt to Sod 
what CoJ rt<IUUl"S o £ us: (I) ThC' Old Trst;~mt"nt was Cod's law to the jev.•. You 
we tl' ne\tr under it . T hr lt·n t'Ommandnwn t~ \\ l' IC lo:-1\t'n to the j ew only-n('\'t:r to 
the Ct'nlllr. ( R~d Exodus, t'h~ptNs 19 .md 20.) Yuu onnot brc.el the ten com· 
m andm.-nll any more th;an )OU can brt'.il the l.aw o£ Clun.a_ You ;~n• not .Jnd ne\et 
\l.ttt undt>r them. (2) Thr Old Tt<>lolmrut nr,tr ront:untd 3. pl.m of wh.tllon, not 
~Hn for the- jt"w. At btu. ;~Jl h~ could do with hiJ: ueufitt"S v.-:~s to pmtpon~ the 
punishm~ nt for hi.s sms for a yrar ll.s saenfl«s could not t :tlt:~ awol)' "" (3) You 
au· not under the Old Tt•)t:untnt lx-cau'>r Jt•:.us tonk tht· l.ew or ~""''' out of the 
wa)' :u h1s dtath. " H<' t.lkt>th iiW.l)' tht nld (CO\'Cnaut) tha t ht" m 1~ht tstabhsh the 
nev.· (cou•n:~nl) by thr v.hid1 v.·11l "'' ;ar(' .s;;~nct16t"d" (ll «"h. 10:10). 

The Old T est.l.ment u dividt>d int o fhf' natunl dl\iSIOns: ( I) tlK' boob of law; 
Cenrtu, Uodus, Le' 1t1cus. ='umlx.-n .md Ot'ult·rrmom). (l } The hoolr.s of h1.story: 
Joshua, jud}trs, Ruth, I and 2 S:unud, I .:tnd 2 f..: mt.t". I .Jnd 2 Chromclcs. E.znl, 
r\chem•ah, and Estht·r (3) '11\l' books or JlOt't ry: Job. PsJims. Proverbs. Ecde.si:Uil'S . 
Son~.s of Solomon, (-1) Thr \ l:1jor Ptnplll't\ Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamrntations, Ezek1d. 
Daniel, and (5) the ~floor l'rophets: the l•n 12 books. 

Lukt- 1{1\t-s a sla~hll) d1fft'rtnt ;uran~tmtut. notmg only three d1\hlons: the Law, 
the Prophets t.nd the Ps.llms: {~e Luke 24.-1-1). 

The first division , the PcntateuC'h as at IS f.t('Ot' r:\ll y c:.llrd, 1S ~tneull)' 3C'ttpted 
a_s the worl.s or ~loses. It rt'lates tbe hu:tory of the hum.m race from thf' hme Cod 
cte~t ed Adam unlll the nation of 1srlrl v.:as read)' to t"nter Canaan. Jn thu dhoision 
we Snd the $lOry of Crt:IIIOn, the Fall. the r1ood, lhe c-all or .o\b r<lham, tht' bmh of 

Due to heavy demand several lessons have been out of stock. We appreciate your 
business. Many congregations have selected these lessons as their Bible 
Correspondence Course. We now can fill all orders. Order yours today. 

8 [344) 

EMPHASIS ON THE MAJOR DOCTRI NAL POINTS OF THE BIBLE 

WRITTEN BY A DISTINGUISHED, D EDICATED BIBLE 
STUDENT, HIGHLY RESPECTED IN THE BROTHERHOOD, 

H . A. (B USTER) DOBBS 
HAS BEEN WIDELY USED FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

PRICE: $1 .25 per Set; 8 cents for individual lessons; answer sheets 25 cents each. 
Plus Postage 

Order From: FIRM FOUNDATION, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 
1-800-8 7 4-1804 

FIRM FOUNDATION-MAY 29, 1984 



THE IDENTITY 
CRISIS 
Paul Cantrell 

Many times someone has asked, 
~~why is it such a struggle for the 
church in South Louisiana?" When 
answering this question, considera
tion should be given to a much larger 
question: uwhy is the church in 
America struggling?" The last two 
decades have seen the church in a 
great upheaval. The church of today 
is in the midst of an identity crisis. In 
many areas the church is presented as 
more compromising than some of the 
denominations. 

There is, no doubt, a great number 
of reasons that have led to this crisis. 
Due to a lack of space only a few 
prominent reasons will be mentioned. 

First, the church has become an 
occupational force rather than a 
fighting force. Never in the history of 
the church were brave, staunch 
soldiers of the cross needed any more 
than today. We need fearless men in 
the mode of the beloved Paul who are 
..... set for the defence of the gospel" 
(Phil. I: 17), recognizing that the 
..... sword of the spirit. .. " is an 
offensive weapon as well as a 
defensive weapon. Yea, we need men 
and women who are willing to 
..... count all things but loss ... that we 
may win Christ'' (Phil. 3:7, 8). 

Second, the church has 
accentuated the positive while 
neglecting the negative. Truly, the cry 
for the positive aspects of God's 
goodness (Mk. 10: 18), His mercy 
(Eph. 2:4), His peace (Phil. 4:7) and 
His love (Jn. 3: 16) should be heeded, 
but not to the neglect of God's 
justness (Rom. 3:26; 3:23), His wrath 
(Rom. 2:5, 6; Col. 3:6) and His hatred 
of wickedness (Prov. 6: 16-19; Psa. 
45:6, 7). What the church must do is, 
~~ ... shun not to declare the whole 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). This 
must include ~~ ... reproving, rebuking, 
exhorting with all longsuffering and 
doctrine" (II Tim. 4:2). 
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Third, there has been a 
programmed move away from 
traditionalism toward progressivism. 
While man-made tradition has no 
place in the church, Paul commands 
Christians to, u ••• withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the 
traditions which he received ofus"(II 
Thess. 3:6). To move from this 
traditionalism to progressivism is to 
move from the Biblical concept of a 
4~ ••• thus saith the Lord" to wide open 
liberalism which pays little respect to 
the sacred scriptures. 

Fourth, emphasis has been placed 
upon the Social Gospel rather than 
on the Saving Gospel of Christ. Once 
the church removes itself from the 
social realm and returns to the 
business of preaching the word (Matt. 
28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15, 16), there will no 
longer be an identity crisis, for we will 
no longer be competing with the 
denominational world on its terms. 
The church will then be dealing with 
the lost sinful world on God's terms 
(Rom. 1:16). While man's physical 
needs are important - man can be 
well-dressed, well-fed, well-educated 
and financially secure and still be lost, 
unless, he has obeyed the saving 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The primary 
purpose of the church is not to 
develop a .. cradle to grave" ministry, 
but to preach the word of God to a 
lost and dying world in view of 
eternity. 

NEED SPACE? 
SEAT 750 

Exciting Fan Design 
Complete: Sound, 

Carpet, Furnishings 
$250,000 

Paul & Associates 
2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 

Tyler, Texas 75701 
(214) 561-5990 

Fifth, the church has changed from 
a "Bible-totin, Bible-quotin, Bible
thumpin" people to a people placated 
with pleasing platitudes. Instead of 
displaying the spirit of the first 
century church (Acts 2:42, 46}, the 
attitude has become compatible with 
old Israel as they demanded of the 
prophets, ~~ ... Prophesy not unto us 
right things, speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits" (I sa. 30: 10). 
There should be no doubt in any one's 
mind - if the church continues on 
this course - it will be ~4 ••• destroyed 
for a lack of knowledge" (Hos. 4:6). 

None can deny the problem, yet 
many will overlook the cure. The 
answer is not to be found in more 
programs and more gimmicks that 
carry us deeper into denominational 
compromise. The cure is in the 
SAVING GOSPEL OF JESUS 
CHRIST. Let us preach: Christ 
crucified (Lk. 23, 24); saints sanctified 
(I Cor. I :2; 6:11 ); and the faithful 
redeemed (Rev. 2: 10; 5:9). Let us turn 
back to God's Word and build 
precept upon precept (Isa. 28:9, 10). 
Let us proclaim the rightness of the 
Word of God (Psa. 119: 171 ). And, let 
us not settle for any poor imitation of 
New Testament Christianity (II Tim. 
4:1-4). 

P. 0. Box 1756 
Morgan City, LA 70380 • 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fresh. pure. unleavened bread for com
munion purposes. Ten wafers in the 
small carton and three of these cartons to 
the large carton all carefully scaled so 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
tion should have on hand a good supply at 
all times. Price: Large carton each S3.75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 11200. Pensacola. Fl. 32523 
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SUFFERING 
ASA 

CHRISTIAN 
W. D. Jeffcoat 

The First Epistle of Peter was 
written during a time of severe 
persecution with much suffering yet 
awaiting the saints to whom Peter 
wrote. The principal object was to 
encourage them to bear their trials by 
imitating the example of Christ. The 
fourth chapter, in particular, refers to 
the manner in which their endurance 
should be characterized, and supplies 
encouragement to manifest purity of 
life in spite of hardships. 

In A.D. 64 a large part of Rome 
was destroyed by fire. Nero, the 
Roman emperor during A.D. 54-68, 
who was suspected of having 
deliberately set it, accused Christians 
of having caused the disaster. As a 
result, many were tortured to death. 
Tacitus, in his Annals, wrote that 
their death was aggravated with 
mockeries to the extent that, wrapped 
in the hides of wild beasts, they were 
torn to pieces by dogs, or fastened to 
crosses and set on fire at night in 
order to illuminate the sky. Many 
other persecutions were no doubt in 
the form of slanderous attacks upon 
them as Christians, and ridicule for 
refusing to engage in licentious 
practices of the Gentiles. 

The Conduct of Suffering (4:1-6) 

Christianity was founded with 
sacrifice and suffering. Christ 
"became flesh" (John I: 14), assumed 
our earthly nature, and .. suffered in 
the flesh" ( cf. I Peter 2:21 ~ 3:18 ). Peter 
refers to Jesus' willingness to suffer 
and even die for his cause as that 
which is for both offensive and 
defensive purposes in warfare. The 
term from which .. arm" comes 
conveys the idea of equipping or 
clothing ... Mind" indicates 
understanding or thinking. Since 
consecration to the cause of Christ 
will bring adversity, we are to equip 
ourselves with this same willingness 
or readiness. 
-
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Such a display will put to rout, in 
our generation, the hosts of Satan on 
the battlefields of atheism, 
agnosticism, and denominationalism, 
as well as on every other ground of 
honorable controversy. The only 
effective clothing which Christians 
have to face and overcome the 
sufferings of life, are the purposes 
which motivated Christ under similar 
trials. Sin loses its appeal to those 
who have embraced the will of Christ 
(cf. Gal. 2:20). 

Although few-saints in our time are 
physically abused for Christ, social 
and economic pressures must often be 
endured. Though persecutions are 
designed to force us to renounce our 
faith and return to wicked practices, 
we should remember that the 
criterion for every notable and 
laudable activity is ••the will of God" 
(cf. Rom. 12: I, 2). 

Such activities of the Gentiles, 
which are also described by Paul in 
Romans 1:21-32, have no place 
among civilized persons. Christians 
have had ample opportunity to 
observe that the world cannot supply 
those virtues which are vital to being 
••partakers of the divine nature" (2 
Pet. I :4). 

Often those who were former 
associates in sin, seemingly do not 
comprehend. why saints no longer 
desire to participate. They have little 
concept of the deep sense of 
responsibility to God which 
motivates saints, and often they are 
not convinced of the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin. They fail to 
understand that Christianity is not 
merely a religion among other 
religions, but that it is the orle true 
religion. Thus with reckless abandon 
they travel the primrose highway, 
pursuing the pragmatic god of 
pleasure. 

Those who live in such fashion will 
eventually answer to God who is 
prepared to determine the estate of all 
men (cf. Acts 17:30. 31: 2 Cor. 5: 10). 
In light of heavenly preparedness, 
Christians should not attempt to 
avenge themselves (Rom. 12: 19) but. 
rather, patiently endure cruel 

reproaches for the sake of Christ (cf. 
Matt. 5: 10-12). 

The object of the gospel being 
preached ··even to the dead," was in 
order that they might live for Christ. 
The tenses of the verbs in the King 
James Version should be observed. 
The gospel was preached (past tense) 
to some who now are dead (present 
tense). It is clear therefore that the 
reference is to those who were 
physically dead at the time Peter 
wrote, but alive when the gospel was 
preached to them. These persons, 
who had suffered the same abuses 
which the readers of the epistle were 
then suffering, had remained faithful 
to God. Thus, the example served to 
encourage the readers to persevere in 
their suffering (cf. I Thess. 4: 13; Rev. 
14: 13). 

The term .. indeed" is important to 
the sense of the text. The design of the 
preaching was not that they might be 
killed, but it was indeed a result in the 
way to a higher object. Life is to be 
viewed as a pilgrimage which is to be 
lived for God with every milestone 
bringing usclosertoheaven(cf. Rom. 
13: II b). 

The Endurance of Suffering 
(4:12-16) 

Those who are dedicated to the 
cause of Christ should expect, as a 
natural consequence, to be 
persecuted (cf. John 15:20). ""Fiery 
trial" is used metaphorically to 
indicate a heavy calamity. The figure 
is that of the refining of gold and 
silver, and is indicative of the fact that 
it is through suffering that we may 
enter heaven (cf. Acts 14:22). 

Christians should be elated to be 
identified with Christ in suffering ( cf. 
Phil. 3: I 0; Col. I :24; Jas. I :2). Christ 
was hated in the first century, 
although he was sinless, because he 
refused to accept the religious rulers 
of that day. He not only refused to 
patronize their mere pretensions or 
indulge in their sanctimonious 
displays, but rejected their doctrines 
and condemned them because of the 

(Continued on Page II) 
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Suffering As A Christian 
(Continued from Page 10) 

difference. The church of the 
twentieth century will experience 
what it means to be "partakers of 
Christ's sufferings"when we get to the 
task of sounding forth the clarion call 
of the gospel as Christ did. 

When the eternal summons shall 
come and the a wards shall be 
conferred, those who have been 
cleansed from all iniquity and have 
fought the good fight of faith will 
experience the glory and exultation of 
heavenly bliss. In order to live there 
and be adorned with a robe of 
splendor and a crown of 
righteousness we must first live here 
with a scarlet robe of contempt and a 

Aaron E. Swanson 
Aaron Swanson was born in Sweden, 

January I, 1905. He passed from the 
pleasant scenes of earthly life on 
September 29, 1983 at Jackson, 
Tennessee. Aaron Swanson was a great 
man in the kingdom of God; a prince 
among the princes of Israel. He leaves the 
impression of his character on the many 
who knew him. His influence, like 
Joshua's, will manifest itself on his 
contemporaries who live beyond his time. 

At age two his parents emigrated to the 
United States and settled first in Iowa, 
then Minnesota where Aaron Swanson 
grew to manhood. He began to work in 
Chicago and there met Lona Lee 
Robinson, who on October 14. 1932. was 
to become his faithful and loving wife for 
some fifty-one years. It was because of 
her virtuous Christian life he began to 
hear the gospel of salvation preached and 
soon was to become a Christian. He was 
baptized at Skullbone (Pleasant View) 
near Bradford, Tennessee in August 1934 
by Hugo Almond. He moved to Jackson, 
Tennessee in the fall of 1940 and 
continued there until death sealed his 
earthly affairs. 

Aaron Swanson's half a century of 
Christian service was one of .. always 
faithful." His more than forty years in 
Jackson contributed much to the stability 
of the church in that city and its many and 
glorious works in the name of Christ. He 
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crown of thorns (cf. 2 Tim. 2: 12). The 
present degree of joy for Christians in 
tribulation is but a foretaste of that 
which shall be exhibited when Christ 
comes in glory (cf. Rom. 8: 18; 2 Cor. 
4: 17). 

Those who suffer for the "name" 
identify themselves with all that the 
name covers, such as authority, 
character, rank, majesty, power, and 
excellence. The Holy Spirit, the 
glorious Spirit of God, "resteth" with 
such persons. "Resteth" denotes 
refreshment. In ancient papyri it was 
employed in the agricultural sense of 
allowing land to rest by sowing light 
crops upon it. 

Without proper attitudes toward 
suffering, tribulations brought upon 
us by enemies of truth will evoke 

was a charter member of the East Chester 
church and from its beginning, February 
3, 1950, served as one of its elders. He was 
a dedicated elder, truly a shepherd of the 
flock, fearless, of deep conviction for 
truth. and energetic in service. He watched 
closely the flock on East Chester Street, 
yet he was evangelistic and encouraged 
great mission programs in other parts of 
the world. 

Aaron Swanson was a friend to all, and 
especially to those who attempted to 
preach the gospel of Christ. He loved the 
gospel and appreciated those who 
preached it. A faithful gospel preacher 
was assured his fellowship and support. 
He admired men who stood in the Old 
Path and rang out the old Jerusalem 
sound. It was this writer's pleasure to visit 
him in his modest humble home and talk 
with him of kingdom affairs. Visits 
always concluded in prayer. The last visit 
was the evening before his death. Even 
then he was optimistic, courageous, 
ready to continue .. the good fight of 
faith •• although his body was weak and 
the strength of life was ebbing. The 
benevolent God of heaven blessed him 
with a quiet and peaceable passing over 
Jordan on the morning of September 29, 
1983. His funeral was conducted the 
second of October at the building of the 
East Chester church of Christ by brethren 
James Meadows and Ray Hawk. He was 
buried in Highland Memorial Gardens. 
He leaves his beloved wife Lona Lee, two 
daughters, Mrs. Delores Brandon of 

resentful and bitter attitudes. 
Suffering may be regarded as a 
condition favorable to salvation only 
if it is accomplished through proper 
motives and actions (cf. I Pet. 3:14, 
17). Although murderers, thieves, 
evildoers, and meddlers often suffer 
as a consequence of their actions, we 
must not engage in such acts in order 
that we may suffer. 

Those who experience persecutions 
on account of their Christian views 
should not be ashamed to suffer for 
such a noble cause, for that for which 
the suffering has been endured is in 
every respect honorable. In fact, Paul 
instructed Timothy in like fashion (2 
Tim. 1:8, 12), referring to 
Onesiphorus as an example (2 Tim. 
I: 16). 

Jackson and Mrs. Charlotte Underwood 
of East Moline, Illinois, three sisters, 
Mrs. J. A. Jacobson and Mrs. Naomi 
Swedberg, both of Willmar, Minnesota, 
and Mrs. Ebba Mattson of Yakima, 
Washington. A multitude of friends 
mourn his departure, but rejoice in his 
victory of faith. 

"Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord ... that they may rest from their 
labors; and their works do follow them" 
(Revelation 14; 13). 

• Max R. Miller 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Thru August 14, 1984 
Oberammergau 

July 5, 1984 
Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 
Ph. 901-761-1350 ~01-683-1678 
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/11 l~ight oj' the Scriptures 

THEIR CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST JESUS 

CHRIST 
Burton Coffman 

John's gospel makes it clear that in the beginning of 
Jesus' ministry he was widely recognized and acclaimed 
The Messiah; but by the time of Peter's Great Confession 
(Mt. 16: 13), this popular conviction had been eroded; 
and the people were saying that he was John the Baptist; 
Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. Why this 
dramatic change? 

The leaders of Israel, having seen that Jesus was NOT 
the kind of Messiah they wanted (they wanted a military 
hero who would chase the Romans out), mounted a 
vicious campaign to destroy him; a campaign which for 
its malignant hatred and falsehood is the marvel of all 
ages. 

THEY SAID OF JESUS THAT: 

He was a glutton (Mt. 11: 18). 

He was a winebibber (Mt. 11:18). 

He cast out demons by the devil (Mt. 9:34). 

He was Beelzebul (the dunghill god) (Mt. 10:25). 

He was a sinner (John 9:24). 

He had a demon (John 7:20). 

He violated the sabbath (John 12:2). 

He was a Samaritan (John 8:48). 

He was a deceiver (Mt. 27:63). 

No prophet could come out of Galilee (John 1:52). 

He led the multitude astray (John 7: 12). 

Since Elijah had not risen from the dead, He could not 
be the Christ (Mk. 9:11). 

He had an unclean spirit (Mk. 3:20). 

••He is beside himself' (Mk. 3:21). 

He transgressed the tradition of the elders (Mt. 15:2). 

••This man is not from God" (Jn. 9: 16). 

None of the Pharisees had believed on Him (Jn. 7:48). 

He was perverting the nation (Luke 23:2). 

He forbade people to give tribute to Caesar (Luke 
23:2). 

He made himself a king (Luke 23:2). 

He was an evil doer (J n. 18:30). 

He claimed that he would destroy the temple of God 
and raise it up in three days (Mt. 26:61). 

These evil slanders were a combination of lies, 
insinuations, misquotations, false interpretations of 
scripture, racial slurs, outright falsehoods, garbled half
truths, and arrogant snobbery! But the men who 
launched this attack on the Lord of Life were the exalted 
rulers of the people~ led by the High Priest of the.chosen 
people, and supported by the most impressive social 
platform in the whole world. They were the wealthy, the 
powerful, the educated, the influential, and the respected 
people of their day. A marvel of all time is that their 
efforts utterly failed. Mankind went right on and hailed 
Jesus as ••The Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world!" His Holy Name is sacred for ever! 

2108 Bra nard 
Houston, TX 77098 

• 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

WANTED: 
School Administrator, 

Pre-School - Middle School 
experience. Also teachers 
Grades K -Middle School for 
84-85 School year. Send 
resume and photo to: Rocky 
Mountain Christian School, 
c/o Dave Henson, 3010 E. 
Asbury Avenue, Denver, CO 
80210. 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Calf: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Denn 
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Mission 
Mississippi 

SPECIAL FEA TURES: 

• Preparing Gospel Preachers Primarily to 
Work in Mississippi. 

A~tnd Clrrutidn 

• Four Year B.A. Degree requires 88 hours 
in Bible along with supporting 
academic courses. 

• V.A. Approved. 
• Offers lower tuition costs and scholar

ships. 

P. 0. Box 655 
820 S. Huntington St. 

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Phone (601) 289-2896 

Schoof of Religion 
Undergraduate 
a Graduate 

Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 
Full Scholarshtps Avatlable For Full Ttme Students on Mam Campus 

Gl Approved Off Campus Programs Avatlable 

C•ll Collect tor Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 2n-3s10 

8020 Atl•nt• Hlghw•y. Montgomery, AL 38117 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manchcca Road, ALStin, Te~ 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and "How" To Preach· 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Bedford ffort Worth). Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 
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Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

0 I'm moving.--------
(approx. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

0 Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

0 I'd like to become a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

0 My check is enclosed 
0 Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Fpundation mailing 
label here. Mail entire ad to address 
listed, please. 

Mail to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 

For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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Improve Your Sermons 
attend 

WORKSHOP FOR PREACHERS 
AND PREACHERS' WlVES 

June 18- 19 ~~~ 10:00 am-8:15pm 

1: 
Harding Graduate School of Religion 

1000 Cherry Road • Memphis. Tennessee 38117 

Featuring: Harold Hazelip. John Simpson. Charles Coil. 
Philip Slate, Paul Rogers, Jim Bill Mclnteer 
plus a SPECIAL PROGRAM for preachers 
"Quality Education for Christian Ministry" 

Cost: SIS.OO for preachers 
S 7.50 for full·time students. 

their wives. and 
preachers' wives 

..._ ________ They 'll be glad you came! ________ __.. 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-417 4 

AFFILIATED MANAGERS, INC. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 
(806) 352-5603 

AMI FEATURES: 
• Firm- "No Floating" -Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing Available 

• Fund Raising to Reduce 
Long-Term Financing 

• IRA/HR-10 (Keogh) Retirement 
Plans 

"Church Financing 
is our business" 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seeking 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Fl 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or friends In Alaska. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. •E" St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. C&ll 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program lor Wives and Teachers 
Contact Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904·453·3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
dassos, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-
4383. VIsitors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, East Brlalol Church of Chrlat Just oft 1-81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
8:30 P.M.; Wadneaday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669·1896, 
Kenneth Chambers, Mlnlaler. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntavllle, Alabama 35603 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangellat. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (t-10 Weal) 

Houston, Texaa no94 
(713) 492·1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatlvea and friends. Church meets at112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462..Q467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
teata. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apeclallessons on many subjecta. For Free Information write: 
sunset Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock. TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
PREACHER NEEDED: Small Oklahoma Panhandle 
congregation at Texhoma, Oklahoma Is needing a lull-time 
preacher. Partial support may be neaded. Unfurnished 
housing Is available. Send resume to: Church or Christ, Box 
392, Texhoma, OK 75949. 

Small south Texas church needs active, retired or aeml-retlred 
minister 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utilities and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrias, 
Texas 78355. 

WANTED - Experienced gospel preacher. Small 
congregation. New Building. Preacher's home available. 
Church wants to grow. Contact D. Hershel Wilson, 149 N. San 
Gorgonlo Ave., Banning, CA 92220. 

Wanted: Full time preacher for the work here. AmbiUous, 
personal worker. Needed Immediately. Please contact Gary 
Vondy (303) 842·5661 or Calvin Swopes (303) 842·4205 or, 
send resume to Brush church or Christ, Box 602, Bruoh, CO 
80723. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Available June 1. Desire fulltlme pulpit or educational ministry 
In So. Great Lakes area. BA In Bible with training In biblical 
languages, counseling, apologetics and personal evangelism. 
Some experience. Age 26 with family. Resume, tape available. 
Contact Mike Devaney, 5956 Oaklelgh Rd., Mtgy, AL 36116, 
205-281-3456. 

Mlnloter Wanted. Congregation of 125 members with elders 
seeking full-lime, dedicated minister to work with 
congregation under oversight of elders In Sen Benito, TX. Call 
or write Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San Benito, TX 
78586 (512) 399-1732. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE- Mld-July,1984. Sunset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wife team heavy on 
personal evangelism. Prefer Southwest U.S. Contact Bob 
Ekman, (405) 672-3857. 

Preacher desires pulpll 13 yrs. experience In mission and local 
work. B.S., M.Ed., Preston Rd. Sch. of Preaching. Also qualified 
for educational ministry or Christian School principal or 
teacher. Wile an experienced elementary teacher In public and 
Christian school. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry Ln., Grand Prairie, 
TX 75050, (214) 642.0856. 

Write lor list of West Coast preacher openings. Hal Moore, 425 
East 1st, Azusa, CA 91702. 

HELP WANTED 
ELEM. TEACHERS: 84-85, Inquire Sequoia Christian School, 
137 E. Morton, Porterville, CA 93257. 

HAWAII CALLS: Co-Worker/a Needed. Write ·}o: Gerald 
Wright, c/o Hawaiian Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 1706, Pahoa, 
Hl96778. 

FOR SALE 
BEAVER LOG HOMES: 35 plans or custom design; lovely for 
church or commercial. Member, Log Home Council. SAVE. 
ENERGY EFFICIENT. Plan Book $5 or free lnlo. GERI'S LOG 
HOME SALES, 2700 Linda Dr., Ennis, TX 75119; (214) 875· 
8640. 

FOR SALE: Full service religious bookstore. Well established. 
Good location. Includes building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792·7n7 during business hours. After 
hours (214) 832·5203. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89C postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Do not give assistance to a Mr. Marcos A. Thucos from Hawaii 
who claims to be a member of the church. If you need 
Information or can share Information concerning him please 
call 713-666·3535 or write L. L. Guthrie, 5104 Hulsache SL, 
Bellaire, TX n401. 

How many religious periodicals do you subscribe to? 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
adVertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
adVertising. But It Is the reader's responsibility to Investigate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run en 
unworthy ad. As the old saying goes, before you Invest, 
Investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 16:16. A book by Bill Ijames reviewing 
many of the Important events In the brotherhood over the last 
couple of years and detailing the present situation In each 
country and stele. Cost $10 postpaid. Order from Bill Ijames, 
Box 884, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the care or children and families In 
services being expanded at High Plains Children's Home and 
Family Services, Inc. Applications are being accepted for: 
Houseparents, Social Workers, Director of Social Services 
(MSW required), Campus Manager. Attractive salary and 
benefits. Contact Byron Nichola, P. 0. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texas 79114-7448. Telephone (806) 355-6588. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES -For list of those desiring to correspond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llsl Give age - optional. 

"THE HEART WRITING MINISTRY" Free Congregational 
Workshops Galus Fund for Needy Ministers. For Information 
Write To: L. D. Byrd; 11880 Greenville Ave., Suite #106; Dallas, 
TX 75243. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write lor free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79804. 

-WANTED~ 
PERSONAL EVANGELISTS 
Many congregations are 
looking for Personal Work 
Directors. We need YOU! We 
can he I p you to be more 
effective in this area of work. 
One year course No 
Tuition - V.A. Benefits -
Write or call for more 
information. 

SCHOOL OF 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

(since 1979) 
Coleman Ave. church of Christ 

P. 0. Box 22307 
Memphis, TN 38122 

Phone: (901) 324-8831 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees· Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 76571 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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STICK YOUR NECK OUT 
J. A. McNutt 

"Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ 
Jesus; Who have for my life laid down their own 
necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all 
the churches of the Gentiles." 

Romans 16:3, 4 

This great Christian couple had been Paul's fellow 
workers in making tents, but in a far greater undertaking 
they had been his helpers in Christ Jesus. They had been 
notable co-workers in preaching the gospel, and we learn 
from Acts 18:26 that they had been successful in teaching 
the eloquent Apollos the way of the Lord more perfectly. 
Paul says, "For my sake they laid down their own necks," 
which evidently means that they risked their own lives in 
upholding and defending Paul. What greater proof of 
their love and loyalty could have been given? They laid 
their lives on the line. 

Someone has truly said, "A turtle makes progress only 
when his neck is out." Those who dare to do things for the 
cause of Christ are certain to receive criticism. Have you 
"Stuck your neck out" in order to get some worthwhile 
work done for the church and then felt the stinging barbs 
of criticism from the fault-finders? If this has been your 
lot, don't become discouraged, but remember this, 
workers are criticized by men, but shirkers are 
condemned by the Lord. You can't avoid criticism by 
doing nothing because some of the Lord's most stinging 
rebukes were directed against the "do nothing" 
religionists of his day. What are you doing for the 
progress of the church and the salvation of souls? How 
much are you giving to support the truth of God? Which 
is the larger sum, the contribution you give on Sunday, or 
the total expended on pleasure during the week? Are you 
a willing worker, or a carping critic? Here is a little poem 
that contains some facts worthy of thought: 

"It is easy enough to pick out flaws 
In the work that others have done,· 

To sneer at the little they have achieved 
When your own task you haven~ begun. 
It is easy enough to fuss and find fault 
When others are doing their best; 
To point out errors that others have made 
When you have done nothing but rest. 
It is easy enough to cavil and carp, 
To criticize, scoff an deride, 
For few of us have ever done perfect work 
No 1natter how hard we have tried. 
It is easy enough not to think of the best, 
And to dwell all the time on the worst,· 
And perhaps it is proper sometimes to find fault, 
But be sure that YOU have DONE SOMETHING 

first." 

Don't Make A Target Of Elders 

If you feel like firing a volley of criticism at someone, 
don't use the elders for target practice. They are just men, 
of course, and subject to mistakes in judgment. None of 
them would claim to be infallible, but they are good men 
and trying to do what they think is best for the church. 
Paul said, ''Against an elder receive not an accusation, 
but before two or three witnesses" (I Tim. 5: 19). Again we 
are told, "Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; 
and the younger men as brethren" (I Tim. 5: I). 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Editorial ... 

ARE BEING COMPASSIONATE AND 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 

MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE? 
' Some time ago someone gave me a copy of a church bulletin which was 
about a year old. The bulletin contained an article written by a gospel 
preacher. So far as I could tell, the basic thesis of the article was: being 
compassionate and contending for the faith are simply not compatible 
with each other. In other words, the article contended that if one is 
compassionate he will not contend for the faith, and if he contends for the 
faith, he will not be compassionate. Let us lovingly and logically consider 
that thesis. 

I. The article contends that Jesus had the heart of a doctor, not the 
mind of a lawyer (Pharisees). It might be noted that many lawyers just 
may be much more compassionate than many doctors! Is it not at least 
possible that many doctors (physicians) are more interested in the 
material goods and social prestige which comes from being a medical 
doctor than they are in helping the sick to regain their health? Is it not at 
least possible that many lawyers are sincerely interested in seeing that 
true justice is served by their efforts as officers of the court? Is it not even 
possible that many lawyers love God more than do many doctors? 

As to Jesus, while He is the Great Physician (Matt. 9: 12), the great 
healer of the souls of men (He b. 7:25), He is also the one Lawgiver (Jas. 
4: 12). Obviously, there is no conflict (spiritually speaking) between 
being a "doctor" and being a "lawyer." But it is obvious that the article 
castigates those who defend the faith by implying that they are 
"Pharisees." No one ever loved more deeply than did Jesus. No one ever 
showed more compassion than did He. Yet, at the same time, no one was 
ever more militant than He. As A. Campbell well said of Jesus, "He 
unsheathed His sword on the banks of the Jordan and threw the scabbard 
away." His very mission into the world involved the law of Christ. He was 
militant in the proclamation and defense of truth. If the writer of the 
article under review here meant only that Jesus was not a wrangler (that 
is, one who "argued just for sake of argument," Rom. 1:29), then he 
should have plainly said so without leaving the tacit suggestion that Jesus 
should be disassociated with law. (Having spent several years of study in 
denominational schools, I must suggest that our brother's language 
"sounds" far too much like the denominational contention that grace and 
law are simply incompatible.) If he does mean such, then I call on him to 
make his position clear in plain language. Let him answer (true or false): 
law and grace are incompatible. (More on this below.) 

2. The article also contends that ••Jesus never hunted heretics- He left 
that chore to the Pharisees." Has our brother never read the twenty-third 
chapter of the book of Matthew? Has he never studied the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? For a number of years I taught a course 
on the graduate level entitled, "The Defense of the Faith in the New 
Testament.,, A good portion of that course was devoted to the study of 
Jesus as a controversialist (that is, as a debater, a defender of the truth). 
The rest of the course was devoted to a study of the actual deeds of the 
Apostles and (New Testament) prophets in confronting error. It seems 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 5,1984 



incredible to me that a preacher of the 
gospel would call in question the 
crucial role of defending the faith as 
such is demanded by the New 
Testament (Jude 3; II John 9-11; I 
John 4: I). No sooner had Saul of 
Tarsus become a Christian than he 
defended the faith in confrontation 
with the Jewish doctors of the law
he confounded the Jews by proving 
that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 9:20-22). 
In the course mentioned above, there 
was simply not enough time during an 
entire semester to study all of the 
instances in which Jesus engaged in 
controversy with exponents and 
practitioners of error. On so many, 
many occasions students who were in 
the class would tell me words like this, 
"This class has been a real eye-opener 
to me. I had not realized before just 
how much time and attention Jesus 
and His disciples gave, not only to the 
positive proclamation of the truth, but 
to the defense of it in confrontation 
with teachers of false doctrine. I now 
see- better than I ever saw before
that one cannot really love the true 
way unless he hates every false way. I 
am determined to prepare myself not 
only to fJreach the gospel in a positive 
way, but also to defend it against 
error." (I say this, of course, not to 
call attention to my teaching- which 
does not deserve such - but to call 
attention to the fact that there is so 
very much in the New Testament 
which lays on us the obligation to 
defend the truth that it is not possible 
in this brief article to do justice to it. 
Other men have already written full
length books on the matter, and I 
myself am in the midst of writing one 
on t~e subject, with the hope that I 
may be able to add something good to 
what has already been said in other 
books and articles.) I call on my 
brother to explain the meaning of 
such passages as Jude 3; I John 4: I; I 
Peter 3: 15; I Tim. 6: 12; Acts 9:20-22. 
Let him tell us what Paul was doing in 
I Corinthians 15: 12-19 if he was not 
exposing error and defending truth! 
Let him explain what Paul was doing 
on Mars Hill in his confrontation 
with the Greek philosophers (Acts 17), 
and in the synagogues at Damascus 
(Acts 9:20-22). And so on and on we 
could go. We have hardly touched the 
uhem of the garment" in the matter of 
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what the Bible teaches about standing 
up as soldiers of Christ and fighting 
for the truth (Eph. 6: 10-20; I Tim. 
6: 12; II Tim. 2:3). (Question: was our 
brother ''hunting heretics" in his 
article?) 

3. The article also contends: "Jesus 
never called a man a sinner." The 
statement is not true! Simply by dying 
on the cross, Jesus called every man 
that has ever lived a sinner. The cross 
says to every one of us (of 
accountable age): "You have sinned!" 
He was named "Jesus" because He 
was the one who was to save His 
people from their sins (Matt. I :21 ). 
According to Matthew 9:2, Jesus said 
to a man who was sick of the palsy, 
" ... thy sins are forgiven.'' Thus, Jesus 
implicitly called the man a sinner. 
According to John 5:14, Luke 7:47, 
48, et al., Jesus called people sinners 
by referring to their sins. Of one 
woman, He said, ''Her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven" (Luke 7:47). This 
is logically equivalent to saying to the 
woman, "Woman, you are a sinner 
(you have committed sins), and I now 
forgive you of those sins." Along this 
same line, it is to be wondered what 
our brother thought Peter was doing 
on the day of Pentecost when he 
convicted the Jews of having crucified 
the Lord "by the hand oflawless men" 
(Acts 2:23). Why was he not telling 
them that they were guilty of sin? 
Does not Acts 2:38 make clear that 
(by implication) Peter called them 
sinners? How is it that we have come 
to the place of questioning such 
matters? 

4. The article also contends: Jesus 
"went out to the people - we are in 
the people business, you know!" Any 
one who has ever read the Bible 
knows that men are under obligation 
to carry the gospel to people (Mark 
16: 15-16) and to do good to all people 
(Gal. 6: I 0). Does our brother mean to 
imply that others do not know that 
the gospel relates to people? Our 
brother seems to labor under the 
illusion that if one defends the truth, 
then he is not concerned for the poor, 
the sick, the sorrowing, 'et al. Could it 
be that he is praying, as did the 
Pharisee, "God, I thank thee that I am 
not like other men"? As Paul taught 

in Romans 2, it is very easy to be 
guilty of what one condemns in others 
(as this writer knows well from 
experience). 

5. In condemning preachers in 
general, the article also contends: 
"Tragically, we had rather meet in 
back rooms with other preachers and 
'debate issues'" ... This writer has had 
more than just a few different 
observations. I have observed that 
men who severely criticize brethren 
who defend the truth against atheists, 
agnostics, Humanists, Modernists, 
denominationalists, exponents of 
error within the church, et al., do not 
seem to show much concern either for 
the pain and grief which they cause 
their own brethren who (in obedience 
to Jude 3; I Pet. 3:15; I Tim. 6:12, et 
al.) are trying to expose and refute the 
many false philosophies and 
theologies which are taught in this 
world, or for the harm which is done 
to the cause of Christ by such 
criticism. I have assisted brethren in 
many, many public defenses of the 
truth (as debater, moderator, 
research assistant, chart artist) with 
- I am sure - some of the finest, 
most loving men who ever trod God's 
earth! They were men who, in my 
judgment, even though they fought 
faithfully for the truth were 
nevertheless men of compassion, 
love, kindness, and even gentleness! I 
utterly reject the brother's 
implication that these men were not 
benevolent! In fact, it seems to me 
that every member of the Lord's 
church should utterly reject the view 
that compassion and contention (for 
the faith) are mutually exclusive, and 
renounce the view that men· who 
defend the truth cannot be lovers of 
people! It seems to me that the writer 
of the article, by his use of such 
pejorative expressions as "back 
rooms" tends to cast a stigma on 
defending the truth by associating it 
in the minds of his readers with "back 
rooms" where evil plans are plotted. I 
confess that I do not know that such 
was his wish - and I certainly do 
pray that it is not- but, if such is not 
the case, then what did he mean and 
why did he use such expressions? 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Are Being Compassionate And 
Contending For The Faith Mutually 
Exclusive? (Continued from Page 3) 

(Incidentally, I tried on several 
occasions to arrange a private 
discussion with him on these matters 
- but without success.) 

6. The article also contends: You 
do not find defenders of the faith ••out 
where pain and need are. They are 
isolated behind closed doors deciding 
issues.·· This is really more of the 
same type of implication: viz., that 
defenders of the faith do not really 
care about people. Could we not -
with as good logic as that used by our 
brother - argue that if a man is 
diligent in visiting the sick, the poor, 
and the sorrowing, that in so doing he 
gives proof that he cares nothing for 
the truth? Yes, we could do that, but if 
we did, we also would be wrong! 

7. Finally, the article contends: 
uThe Bible cannot be learned in a 
Seminary - it can only be learned 
out on the street in a local church." If 
by this statement our brother means 
that one must balance diligent study 
with other good works. then I heartily 
commend him. But if, as the context 
of his article seems to indicate, he 
again means to reflect (in an 
unfavorable way) on those who are 
willing to publicly .. contend for the 
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faith" (Jude 3), then I must oppose 
what he has said. It may be the case 
that some brethren who preach have 
not studied enough (Likely. none of 
us has!). But if such be the case, it 
comes with poor grace for them to 
cast aspersions at those who have 
studied a great deal (in addition to 
being concerned for needy people). 
Does our brother mean to imply (I) 
that he has been .. out on the street in a 
local church" and, thus. (2) that he 
knows the Bible much better than 
those who have regularly defended 
the truth in public discussion? I think 
not. It is surely the case that he has 
just not clearly seen the implication of 
his statements. 

Conclusion 

Why have I written this article? 
Because I want to hurt the man who 
wrote this article I have reviewed? Of 
course not! As a rna tter of fact, he is a 
good friend of mine. I like him. I even 
love him! I have known him for many 
years, and, through all those years we 
have been good friends. I have written 
this article in a sincere effort to help 
him (and all others who might be 
influenced by his article to oppose a 
faithful defense of the gospel of 
Christ). 

It must be noted that, in the article, 
our brother did say one thing in favor 

Undergraduate 
I Graduate 

Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A., B.S., M.A., M.Th. 

4 [356) 

Full Scholarshtps Available For Full T1me Students on Mam Campus. 
Gl Approved 011 Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

8020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 38117 

21 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUIWERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
O"er 300 S1oclc Plaru Ready 1o Meel Your Need. 

(615) 383-2313 

of defending the truth. He said: 
··There is a time for debate; the 
Church must be aware of apostasy." 
But it seems clear to me that the rest 
of his article actually constitutes a 
denial of what he here admitted. If 
such is not the case. I hope he will 
write (or call) and explain the matter 
to me. To be pleasing to God. we must 
be loving and compassionate, and we 
must also preach the truth ( Mk. 
16: 15) and defend the truth (Jude 3; II 
John 9-11; I John 4: I; et al.). All of 
this ~ not merely a part of it - is 
required by plain Bible teaching. 

I have written all of the above in the 
kindest, most loving and concerned 
way that I know how. If there is even 
one brother in Christ whom I do not 
love (in the sense of wishing him only 
good) I am not aware of it. But it is a 
serious matter to teach in such 
fashion as to lead people to turn away 
from contending for the faith (Jude 3; 
I Peter 3: 15; et al.). It is, therefore, 
altogether fitting and proper that I 
should respond to the basic thrust of 
the article to which I have referred 
above. May God help us all to love 
one another and to help one another 
in every good way- especially in the 
matter of learning and obeying the 
Lord's truth (John 8:32). 

-Thomas B. Warren, Field Editor 
P. 0. Box 472 
Seagoville, TX 75159 • 
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Stick Your Neck Out 
(Continued from Page I) 

Since it is the scriptural duty of elders to lead and feed 
the flock (Acts 20:28); surely we can see that someone 
must follow and be fed. ''Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for yo~r 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do tt 
with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for 
you" (He b. 13: 17). The work of an elde.r is often. a 
thankless job and being at the post of pubhc leadership 
they are often exposed to criticism. Give these men a little 
honest praise and cooperation and they will do a better 
job and the church will grow. 

Don't Decapitate The Preacher 

The preacher's "neck is always out" because if he 
preaches the truth on any theme he is certain to '"hit,, 
somebody. If he preaches on giving he is trying to raise his 
salary, and if he doesn't he isn't doing his duty. If he calls 
names in his preaching he is too hard, and if he doesn't he 
is too soft. If he preaches against worldliness in the 
church he is meddling, and if he doesn't he is a spiritual 
and moral coward. 

A Texas paper says, .. The preacher has a great time. If 
his hair is gray, he is old. If he is a young man, he is 
lacking in experience. If he stays at home in his study, he 
doesn't mix enough with the people~ if he is seen around 
the streets, he ought to be at home getting up a good 
sermon. If he calls on some poor family, he is playing to 
the grandstand; if he calls at the home of the wealthy, he is 
an aristocrat. WHATEVER HE DOES, someone could 
have told him how to do it BETTER." 

Perhaps the preacher deserves to be beheaded with the 
sword of criticism at times, but before you start swinging 
the sword, ask yourself a few questions. "Am I a 
competent judge of gospel preaching'?" '~Do I understand 
the need of the congregation better than the preacher and 
the elders'?" "What would I have done under similar 
circumstances?" Someone has said: 

"When a church seeks a preacher 
They often want 
The strength of an eagle, 
The grace of a swan, 
The gentleness of a dove, 
The friendliness of a sparrow, 
The eye of a hawk, 
And the night hours of an owl; 
And when they catch that bird 
They expect him to live 
On the food of a canary. " 

If such a preacher could be found who possessed a 
combination of all these qualities, he would certainly be 
.. some bird". wouldn't he'! We have been treated with the 
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greatest consideration and kindness by everybody, but 
these suggestions concerning the preacher and his work 
have been written on behalf of faithful gospel preachers 
who have been wounded by unjust criticism and hindered 
in their labors. 

The Spirit of Self -Sacrifice 

Paul speaks of Priscilla and Aquila, "Who have for my 
life laid down their own necks; unto whom not only I give 
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles," (Rom. 
16:3, 4 ). These faithful Christians endangered their own 
lives in order to protect Paul. They loved the truth more 
than their own safety and convenience and stood ready to 
make any personal sacrifice that was necessary in order 
that the gospel might be preached and souls saved. 

They were Paul's "Helpers in Christ Jesus" because 
they were willing to lay down their own necks for the 
cause of Christ. Are you a help or a hindrance?" A wing or 
a weight? Remember the little motto in the beginning of 
this article, ~~A turtle makes progress only when his neck 
is out," and dare to do things for Christ. Expose your 
neck if necessary and let's make some progress in the 
work of the Lord. Criticism won't kill you and if it 
should, Jesus says, "For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 
find it (Mt. 16:25). 
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H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Why did the inspired apostle Paul observe certain 
precepts of the law of Moses after Jesus nailed that law to 
his cross? Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised 
because of the Jews, but refused to have Titus 
circumcised even though his uncircumcision offended the 
Jews? (Acts 16:3; Galatians 2:3). Why did Paul make a 
vow and shave his head? (Acts 18: 18). Why did Paul 
accede to the request of James and the Jerusalem elders 
to purify himself, according to the law of Moses, and be 
at charges for four men who had a vow? (Acts 21 :20-24). 

In short, if the Mosaic law was abrogated at the cross 
(Colossians 2: 12), why did Paul and other Jewish 
converts to Christ continue to keep that law long after the 
cross? 

A capsule answer is that while the Old Law was indeed 
nailed to the cross of Jesus those who were originally 
answerable to that law were allowed to continue to keep it 
until the destruction of Jerusalem. The period from the 
cross of Christ to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 
was a grace period for the Jews and their law. Having 
given the answer, I will now undertake to prove it. 

As a beginning place for our study, please read 
Matthew 24 (you may want to read the parallel passages 
in Luke 21 and Mark 13). Jesus had spoken of the 
destruction of the buildings of the temple (Matthew 24: I, 
2). The disciples were disturbed and amazed by his 
statement and assumed that the massive granite building 
blocks of the temple and its wall would stand until the 
world ended. They therefore asked, ... Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming 
and of the end of the world?" (Matthew 24:3 ). 

The disciples thought they were asking one question, 
but in fact were asking two questions: What signs will 
portend the destruction of Jerusalem? And, what signs 
will presage the second coming of Jesus and the end of the 
world? The Lord first tells them the signs that would warn 
of the impending destruction of the temple buildings and 
then tells them that there would be no forewarning of his 
second coming and the end of the world. 

In the process of describing the conditions precedent to 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, Jesus said, 
""And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world for a testimony unto all the nations; and 
then shall the end come" (Matthew 24: 14). Not the end of 
the world. of course. but the end of the Jewish economy. 
The gospel was .. preached in all creation under heaven .. 
(Colossians I :23). but the world did not end. 
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.. The Jews were the chosen people of God. Jehovah 
had given them a special and exclusive law designed to 
keep them separate from all other nations. The Jewish 
law was a ""middle wall of partition .. between the Jews 
and the Gentiles (Ephesians 2: 11-17). That law did not 
include the non-Jewish nations and was never intended to 
include them. It was for Jews only. It made the Jews the 
special people of God. 

This is a very important point and, while I do not wish 
to belabor it, I do wish to emphasize it. Jeremiah declares 
that God made a covenant with '"the house of Israel. and 
the house of J udah .. .in the day I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt" (Jeremiah 31:31. 32). 
The passage is quoted and its contents confirmed in the 
New Testament (cf. Hebrews 8:8, 9). God made a 
covenant. not with Gentiles, but with Israel and Judah in 
the day he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt. 

Furthermore, God told Moses ... Thus shalt thou say 
unto the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: Ye 
have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. Now 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be mine own possession from 
among all people; for all the earth is mine: and ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation" 
(Exodus 19:3-6). 

The fact that God made a covenant with Judah and 
Israel excluded all other nations from that covenant. No 
Gentile was born under any obligation to keep any part of 
that covenant. 

God, in his kindness, determined that the Jews, his 
covenant people, would be given the opportunity to hear 
and obey the terms and conditions of the New Covenant 
before the Old Covenant was fully and finally made of no 
further force or effect as a binding law. But until the 
precepts of the New Covenant were announced 
throughout the whole world, thereby giving every Jew an 
opportunity to receive the abundant blessings of 
Messiah's reign, those who were originally under the Old 
Covenant would be allowed to acceptably keep the 
stipulations of that covenant. And then would the full 
and final end of that covenant come- and no't until then. 

Jesus we'nt on to say to his followers concerning the 
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and the end of the 
Jewish system. '"When therefore ye see the abomination 
of desolation, which was spoken of through Daniel the 
prophet, standing in the holy place (let him that readeth 
understand) ... " and he goes on to say that the 
••abomination of desolation standing in the holy place" 
would mean that the destruction of Jerusalem was near, 
that the temple and its great wall would be razed - not 
one stone would be left upon another- and the Mosaic 
economy would completely end. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Problem Passages 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Note what Daniel the prophet had to say about the 
abomination of desolation: "And he shall make a firm 
covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease· ' and upon the wing of abominations shall come one that 
maketh desolate; and even unto the full end, and that 
determined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate" 
(Daniel 9:27). 

Again, "And forces shall stand on his part, and they 
shall profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, and shall 
take away the continual burnt-offering, and they shall set 
up the abomination that maketh desolate" (Daniel 
11:31 ). 

And again, ''And from the time that the continual 
burnt-offering shall be taken away, and the abomination 
that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two 
hundred and ninety days" (Daniel 12: 11). 

Some say the prophecies of Daniel were fulfilled when 
Antiochus Epiphanes took away the daily sacrifice in the 
latter part of May, B.C. 168, during the days of Judas 
(The Hammer) Maccabeus. Three and a half years later 
(1,290 days) Judas restored temple worship. Maybe so, 
maybe no. 

But this is unassailably certain, the teaching was not 
completely accomplished in B.C. I 68 because Jesus said 
some in his day would "see the abomination of 
desolation, which was spoken of through Daniel the 
prophet." Scripture cannot be broken. Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but the words of Jesus can never fail! It is 
interesting to note that the earthly ministry of Jesus 
lasted about three and a half years. Anyhow, it is plain to 
see ~hat the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Damel had not occurred by a very late point in the earthly 
career of Jesus. The only other time it could have 
happened was when Titus destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 
70. Some to whom Jesus spoke witnessed that horrible 
event. 

Daniel clearly says that the abomination of desolation 
would be .set up when forces foreign to Israel invaded the 
sanctuary and overthrew the fortress. That happened 
when the feet of uncircumcised Roman soldiers walked 
the sacred courts of the Jewish temple and entered the 
Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, where only approved 
clea~sed Jewish priest~ were allowed to go. The temple, i~ 
Jewish eyes, was defiled. It was an abomination. The 
temple and the city were destroyed and left desolate. 
Hence an abomination of desolation. It had to have 
h~ppened when Jerusalem was besieged, invaded and 
violated by the calloused troops of General Titus Falvius 
Domitianus of Rome. 
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As confimation, as parallel passage says, ''But when ye 
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that her 
desolation is at hand ... For these are the days of 
vengeance ... and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles" (Luke 21:20-24). 

Daniel the prophet said that when the abomination of 
desolation was set up in Jerusalem (and Jesus said that 
would happen within the lifetime of some of his 
disciples), then certain things would follow. The sacrifice 
and the oblation would cease ... unto the full end ... and the 
continual burnt-offering would be taken away. 

All of this teaching boils down to the fact that the final, 
full end of Judaism and of the binding effect of the 
covenant God made with the Jews when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt would occur when Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Romans. The law was abrogated when 
Jesus nailed it to his cross, but there was a grace period 
for those who were originally amenable to that law and 
they would be allowed to continue to keep it until the 
abomination of desolation. Thereafter the law would not 
and could not, be kept. The Mosaic covenant i~ 
dependent upon a Levitical priesthood. When the 
Romans destroyed Jerusalem, the tables of geneology 
were destroyed, and today no person of Jewish extraction 
can pro~e his tribal descent. Therefore no priesthood and 
no keepmg of the Jewish law is possible. 

During the period between the cross and the 
destruction of Jerusalem, Jews, who were exclusively 
answerable. to the law ~f Moses, were allowed to keep 
that law. Timothy was circumcised because of his Jewish 
heritage. Titus was not circumcised because he was a full
blooded '!en tile ~~d had never been obligated to keep the 
l~w of .c!rcumcision. Paul objected to .Jews binding 
c!rcumc!s!on upon Gentiles, but willingly practiced 
circumcision of Jews. Paul, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
kept portions of the Old Covenant even though he was a 
party to the New Covenant. It was allowed, but not 
commanded. The Jews, during the grace period, while the 
gospel of the kingdom was being preached to every 
creature under heaven, being in times past the exclusive 
covenant people of God, were allowed to keep their law. 
But when the New Testament covered the earth and the 
gospel had been preached to every creature in all the 
world, and not one stone was left upon another at the 
temple site, then and thereafter no one was allowed to 
keep the law of Moses- nor could they. 

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-

!hanks for your questions. Please do not hesitate to 
wnte to me and suggest problem areas you would like to 
study. 

11815 Double Tree 
Houston, Texas 77070 •• 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Ediror 

WARNINGS 
AGAINST 

PARTIALITY 
AND FALSE 

JUDGMENTS 
James 2:1-13 

Lindon Ferguson 

This ep istle is addressed to "the 
twelve tribes which are scattered 
a?road" (James I: 1). The accepted 
v1ew here of these words is that this is 
figurative language denoting the 
people of God, the church. In chapte r 
one James wrote concerning trials 

·from without (vv. 1-12), trials from 
within (vv. 13-18), and pure religion 
(vv. 19-27). Since "perfection" 
(fulfillment or completion) is the 
theme of this letter, we now engage in 
a study which warns against partiality 
and false judgments toward others. 
Let us view this lesson from the 
following points: 

RESPECT OF PERSONS (2:1-7) 

At this point in th e epistle a new 
theme begins. The writer is about to 
rebuke his readers, but before so 
doing he ga ins their attention with the 
warm and friendly phrase, "M y 
brethren." These Christians to whom 
James wrote were evident ly guilty of 
showing partiality toward certain 
ones attending the asse mbl y. 
"Respect of persons" is partiality or 
favoritism based on external 
grounds. The world holds di storted 
va lues and too often C hri stians are 
tempted to become caught up in 
them. Verse nine of this chapte r 
declares "respect of persons" to be 
sin. When James speaks of "the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2: I), he 
refers, by means of a synecdoche, to 
the whole of the Christia n re ligion. 
According to chapter one, this is what 
they were to have bee n practicing. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JUNE 5, 1984 

. J a mes gives a n exa mple of 
1mproper discrimination by brethren 
(vv. 2-4). We find here an improper 
sta ndard set up , such being based o n 
externa l things. Here we find the 
accepting and promoting of one on 
~he basis of outward appearance, 
Jewelry and apparel. We often hear 
the expression , "clothes make the 
man." In the principle involved 
U udgments as to what one has or does 
not have), such is in conflict with th e 
teaching of John 7:24, "Judge not 
according to the appea rance, but 
judge righteous j udgment." By their 
very action they became "j udges of 
evil thoughts" (v. 4). How terrible 
tha t the Lord 's disc iples could 
practice such. 

What motives would prompt such 
action as we read of here? Evidently, 
when the rich man walked in, they 
pampered him for what they could get 
out of him or for what he cou ld do for 
them. Those to whom partiality was 
being shown were not "rich in fait h " 
but were blasphemers of the "worthy 
name" (vv. 5-7). Those being listed as 
"rich in faith" are the "poor"(lesser in 
rank). It is most often through th e 
efforts of these that the Lord's work is 
accomplished. Also, it is usually from 
among the less affluent that converts 
to C hri st are gained (cf. Mk. 12:37; I 
Cor. 1:26). It is the rich who are 
usua lly raging in bitter hostility 
against the efforts of Christianity. 
From this we learn that the man of 
means is no more important, in the 
eyes of God, than the poor man who 
is merely "wedged" in somewhere or 
told to sit where another usually 
rested his feet (v. 3). 

We not only learn from James the 
wrong of partiality, but a lso from 
other writers of the New Testament. 
Luke writes concerning Peter's words 
to Cornelius and hi s ho usehold: "Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons: But in eve ry 
na tion he that fea reth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him" (Acts 10:34-35) . Paul 
affirmed, "For there is no respect of 
persons with God" (Rom. 2: II ; Col. 
3:25). Even the Old Testamen t taught 
this lesson. "Yc shal l do no 
unrighteous ness in judgment: th o u 

shalt not respect the person of the 
poor, nor honour the person of the 
mighty: but in righteousness sha lt 
thou judge thy neighbor" (Lev. 
19: 15). The church of Christ must be 
th e one place where worldly 
standards are abandoned. The Lord, 
the head of the church (Col. 1: 18), 
exemplified , in his life, the lesson of 
impartiality among others (Lk. 
19: 10). It is a na useating insult to 
righteousness to co urt the favor of the 
rich, the powerful and the immoral. 

LIVING BY THE ROYAL LAW 
(2:8-13) 

C hristians are to live by a higher 
and nobler standard. That which 
Christians are to fulfill is the "royal 
law," a kingly law. "If ye fulfill the 
royal law according to the scripture, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself, ye do well: But if ye have 
respect to persons , ye commit si n, and 
are convinced of the law as 
transgressors" (vv. 8-9). This teaching 
had been incorporated in the law of 
Moses (Lev. 19: 18), and is now a part 
of the new covenant because Christ 
put it there (Lk. I 0:26-28). 
Furthermore, James mentioned the 
" law of liberty" a few ve rses la ter (v. 
12); a nd he is presenting not two laws, 
but one. 

As has already been pointed out, to 
show "respect of persons" is to si n (v. 
9). To sin is to transgress the law (I 
John 3:4). This, in its fullest sense, is 
the law of God and in particular the 
" law of C hrist," (Gal. 6:2), which is 
the "perfect law of liberty" (James 
I :25). James teaches a very powerfu l 
lesson in this passage (vv. 8-1 3). 
When one begins picking the kind of 
people to whom he is going to show 
prominence in the church, he is the 
one who will become partial in his 
attitude towa rd the Bible. The will of 
God is one great whole a nd to violate 
any part of it is to come under its 
condemnation (vv. 11-1 2). Conside r 
thi s example as an aid to 
understanding verses 10- 11. In order 
to be a law-abiding citizen, one must 
obey all applicable laws; but to 

become a lawbreake r, one need 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Warnings Against Partiality And 
False Judgments 
(Continued from Page 9) 

violate only one law. Likewise, for 
man to violate any one law of God 
makes him a sinner, and brings him 
under condemnation as a lawbreaker. 
One is in error who thinks divine 
approval may be secured by extreme 
or excessive observance of some one 
precept , although another may be 
violated. 

This section of the book closes with 
an appea l to Christians to remember 
that we sha ll be judged by the law of 
God . If we want mercy on judgment 
day, then we need to faithfully serve 
the Lord and show mercy to others 
(vv. 12-1 3). To show "respect of 
persons" is to be unmerciful. Can we 
not then see the importance of the 
words of these two verses? 

The book of James has been ca lled 
"the Gospel of Common Sense." It is 
a most practical piece of literature 
and is relevant to Christians of this 
and every era. 

P. 0. Box 284 
Dye r, TN 38330 • 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Horne is currently hir ing 
child care staff . (Christia n couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefi ts. If 
interes ted, contact Steve Bergman, 
Execu tive Director. at P. 0 . Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-. 
3557. 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a ~upply of 
frc~h. pure. unleavened bread lo r com
munion purpose~. r cn \\afcr~ 111 the 
small carton and three of thc>e canon' to 
the large carton all carclully .calcd >O 

i t will keep indefinitely. E'er~ congrega
tion >hould ha\C on hand a guud 'uppl~ at 
all time>. Price: Large carton each SJ. 75. 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0 . Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

CUSHIONS FOR 
CHURCH PEWS 

Reversible or a ttached. 
Uphols tered type. 

Flowers Manufacturing, Inc. 
Contact w f~ free estimate. 

P. 0 . Box 587, Keene, Texa.s 76059 
Phone 817-645-9208 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarsh ips Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Dir ector Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

0 I'm moving.--------
(approx. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

0 Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

0 I'd like to become a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

0 My check is enclosed 
0 Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/ Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Foundation mailing 
label here. Mai l entire ad to add ress 
listed, please . 

. Mai l to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 

For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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BOOK REVIEW 
DOCTRINES AND CO MM A D
MENTS OF MEN - lOth An nual 
Lectureship East Tennessee School of 
Preaching and Miss ions. Twenty-five 
lectures by different speake rs o n 
various false doctrines, such as: Fa lse 
Doctrines About The Holy Spirit, 
God , Christ, The Bible, Religious 
Authority, Origins, Sin, Salvation, 
Baptism, The Kingdom, The Church, 
Prayer, Singing, Lord 's Suppe r, 
Contribution, Unity, etc. 335 pages, 
$8.00 plus shipping. 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course 
Approved for VA Benefits 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training 
Experienced Qualified Faculty 
Curriculum For Students' Wives 

No Tuitio n 
"What" and " How" To Preach 
Comprehensive Curriculum 
Open to Persons of Any Race 
Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Brown Trail, Berfforrf lfort Worth). Tex3s 76021, Phone : 817·282· 3911 

Grand 
European 

Tour 
July 23-August 6, 1984 

Round-trip $2485 
per person 

(based on double occupancy) 

England - Holland - Belgium 
Lichtenstein - Switzerland 
France - Germany - Austria 

• 
$2485 is the round-trip price from Dallas, Texas. This price includes 
continental breakfast and one main meal each day during this 
15-day tour. Directors are Dr. J. T. Marlin and Jerry Marlin. 

For free information and brochure, send your name, 
address and phone number to: 

Grand European Tour-Bennie Whitehead 
P. 0. Box 1060, Abilene, Texas 79604 

(915) 677·6262 

"THE PARABLES OF OUR SA VI OUR" 
COME WITH US 

Holy Land 

Thru August 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Broc hure 

Jack P. Lewis 
Hard ing Graduate School of Religion, 

1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 381 17 
Ph. 901-761-1350 801-683-1678 

Every Congregation Needs Periodic 

"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 

Ra lph A. Casey 
(404) 449-1202 
P. 0 . Box 1104 

Norcross, GA 30091 
(675 workshops in 31 states 
with 13.000 participating 
song leaders. ) 
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Edited by Fred Davis 

This book is made up of lessons presented at the Second Annual Lectureship of 
the Garfie ld Heights church of Christ - Indianapolis, India na in November, 
1983 . There are 33 chapters which detail the pa rables of J esus. These are written 
by: J ohn Priola, Ira Rice, J r. , Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, Melvin Ell iott , J ames 
Davis, Fred Da vis, Bob J ent , Virg il Hale, Garla nd Elkins, William S. Cline, 
Tom Bright, Ben Vick , Dean Buc hanan, Ha rry Da rrow, Lind sey Warren, 
Thomas B. Warren , Dan Jenkins, Wally Kirby, Jimmy Thompson, Walter Pigg, 
Jefferey Stevenson, Cha rles Pugh, J oe Gilmo re, H. A. Dobbs, Garland 
Robinson, Leon Cole, Terry Varner, Phil Dunn, Grady Miller , Max Miller, 
Andrew Connally. These mem a re all fa ithful gospel preachers. 

You will want this book for your library beca use there is no o ther book dealing 
with this subject ma tter available in the bro therhood! 

Cloth bound , 340 pages, $ 13.95 (plus $ 1.25 postage). 

Order fro m 

FIRM FO UNDATION 
P. 0 . Box 17200 

Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-800-8 7 4-1804 
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FOR PEACE OF 
MIND 

Stanley E. Sayers 

This past Lord's day morning 
baptized a young lady into Christ 
who had been reared in the Roman 
Catholic Church. The ties were not 
easy for her to break. But when my 
wife and I dropped by her house that 
afternoon, she commented on what a 
great sense of peace she experienced. 
So anticlimactic with the 
advertisement, HFor Peace of Mind 
Investigate the Catholic Religion"! 

People today are storming the 
doors trying to find peace of mind. 
For some it is even suicide. But may 
we suggest some profound ways 
which will lead to peace of mind. 

Investigate the Scriptures 

Somewhere there needs to be a 
billboard or thousands of them which 
read, ••For Peace of Mind Investigate 
the Scriptures." God's Word gives 
peace of mind which no other source 
can give. This is one of the proofs of 
its divine inspiration. It is inspired not 
of man, but of God himself (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21). The very 
words of Jesus were spirit and life 
(John 6:63). The Old Testament is the 
New Testament concealed; the New 
Testament is the Old Testament 
revealed. In a word, this is the way 
Jesus put it to His apostles following 
His resurrection (Luke 24:44-48). The 
Scriptures teach us to cast our burden 
upon the Lord who shall sustain us 
(Psalm 55:22; I Peter 5:7). The angel 
of the Lord encamps round about 
those who fear Him and delivers them 
(Psalm 34:7), and tranquility is 
promised the obedient one who will 
tell God all his problems (Phil. 4:6, 7). 
Woodrow Wilson said, .. A man has 
deprived himself of the best there is in 
the world who has deprived himself of 
a knowledge of the Bible." Lord 
Roberts said, Hy ou will find in this 
book guidance when you are in 
health. comfort when you are in 
sickness and strength when you are in 
adversity:' Patrick Henry declared, 
••There is a Book worth all other 
books in the world!" 
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In the sacred Scriptures of God one 
will learn of his origin (Gen. I :26; 2:7; 
Heb. 2:6, 7; et al.). It is said that 
Darwin himself returned to the 
Scriptures in his latter years. For 
informative reading see Robert E. D. 
Clark, Darwin, Before and After 
(Moody). In learning of his origin, a 
man will have a high and healthful 
self-image. Mental health comes from 
thinking uplifting thoughts. The 
fallacy of Organic Evolution and 
transmutation of species is enough to 
drive one over the brink! I did not 
come from the slime, but the sublime. 
My origin is in Almighty God and this 

\, . 
makes me very Important and gtves 
life meaning and beckon to 
happiness. ' 

In the Word of God I learn of the 
death and resurrection of my Savior 
(Rom. 5:6-9; I Cor. 15: 1-3). I learn of 
Heaven's lofty plan of salvation 
(John 8:24; Acts 3: 19; Matt. 10:32; 
Acts 2:38; 22: 16; I Peter 3:21 ), and 
that God adds me to His church (Acts 
2:47). This gives me a sense of 
belonging as nothing else can. And 
then there is a wonderful home in 
Heaven (John 14: 1-3; 2 Cor. 5: Iff; 2 
Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 14: 13; 22: 14). 

Pray 

Prayer is that power which moves 
God to do those things which He 
would not have done had we not 
prayed. Prayer is a two-fold 
phenomenon. It, in itself, is highly 
cathartic - the most rewarding 
psychotherapy there is, and prayer 
puts us personally in touch with God 
himself. We are told: that His eyes are 
upon the righteous and His ears open 
to their prayers ( I Peter 3: 12; that 
the effectual fervent prayer ·of a 
righteous man availeth much (James 

5: 16); and, when we cast our burdens 
upon Him we shall never be moved 
(Psalm 55:22). When Peter was cast 
into prison, awaiting execution, th~_ 
·church could do but one thing in his 
behalf - they met together and 
earnestly prayed to the Lord (Acts 
12:5). In answer to those prayers, God 
sent an angel to deliver him! And 
prayer still works today. Often, we 
simply do not use it. 

Live Right 

All the sermons in the world will 
die on. third base unless he who 
preaches and teaches and claims to be 
God's person lives like he ought to 
live. I am far within the mark when I 
say that few there are who do not 
know right from wrong. Somebody 
has fittingly said, ••I can't hear what 
you are saying, your life is shouting 
too loudly." Holy and like Jesus (I 
Peter 2:21-24), separate from the 
world (2 Cor. 6: 17; James I :27), we 
press toward the mark for the prize 
(Phil. 3: 14), looking unto Him who 
gave himself unswervingly for us 
(He b .. 12: 1-4). 

It was Albert Schweitzer who said, 
••The world is still looking for the 
totally surrendered life." Will it be 
found in our generation? 

Indeed, we strive for peace of mind. 
But it cannot be found apart from 
Him who came to bestow it (John 
14:27). Long ago God's prophet 
declared, "And all thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord: and great shall 
be the peace of thy children" (I sa. 
54: 13). Peace of mind, true peace of 
mind, can come only from being right 
with God. Everything else is cheap 
imitation and fanciful facade. • 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2, 760 Clock Hours 
• V. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

~\\11 1 

" 
• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

B~ing Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis. Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 
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In .Light of the Scriptures 

WHY DON'T WE LISTEN? 
Burton Coffman 

Consider the soul-chilling LONELINESS of mankind 
upon the earth. 

All over the world, great electronic hearing devices and 
radio antennaes have been deployed with their focus 
upon the immeasurable depths of a billion galaxies 
beyond our own in space. These immense "ears" costing 
incredible sums of money, are maintained in hope of 
receiving some day, from somewhere, some syllable of 
intelligent communication. 

Why? Man is oppressed by a horrible loneliness which 
prostrates him, tantalizes him, and drowns him in a sense 
of insecurity. 

This loneliness is sensed by young people, and by the 
more thoughtful among those in the full glory of vigorous 
life; and all are haunted and saddened by it even on days 
of their fullest joy. But the old are constantly aware 
of it and feel the traumatic shock of it, being increasingly 
numbed and oppressed by it as life flows unceasingly 
past them, their emotions reaching a climax in every 
thought of death and what may be afterwards! 

How long will it be before man establishes 
communication with life beyond our Solar System? Even 
if there should indeed be life beyond the stars, say one 
million light-years away ... even if some one sent us a 
message, it would take one million years for it to reach us. 
Is it possible to "communicate" under such an impossible 
handicap? Besides that, there is no evidence at all that 
intelligent life exists anywhere in the universe except on 
this earth. The dream of discovering such life is nothing 
but wishful thinking, preposterous, and frustrating. But 
in the meantime, with our great electronic ears wheeling 
in the void, we are listening! How unutterable pathetic, 
how deplorable, how pitiful! Why? ... Because man has 
already received a message from outer space, not from 
a creature, but from the Creator, who visited us when 
his Only Son came and died to save us! 

The great Someone above and beyond all, loves us and 
desires to welcome us into fellowship with Himself 
forever. The glorious details of this communication are in 
the Bible; and when loneliness dogs the steps of mortals 
on earth, they should LISTEN, not with antennaes 
pointing towards Orion, not merely with their ears, but 
with their hearts, and not for the voice of some fellow
creature, but for the voice "from heaven," the voice of 
God himself, the voice of the Creator who is above all and 
through all. AMEN! 

2108 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 

11th ANNUAL JAIIJPRISON 
WORKER'S WORKSHOP 

• 

HOMECOMING 

Kingsville 
Church of Christ 
September 1, 2, 1984 

Call or write for more 

information by 

June 30 

-- THEINSIDE STORY 

II' lnW:Json A PRISON MINISTRY 

P. 0. Box 886 

Kingsville, TX 78363 
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ani:l ye SPONSORED BY NASHVILLE AREA 
j Came CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
I unto me 

June 13-16, 1984 

Harpeth Hills Church of Christ 
1949 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Brentwood (Nashville), Tenn. 
40 speakers from across 

the nation 
For details call: Housing available 

upon request Ron Goodman, Coordinator 
615/373-0601 
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-SUITABLE FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL OR CLASS STUDY-
A Study Of The UNIQUENESS And The ESSENTIALITY of the CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christians Onlv - And The Onlv Christians 
THE BLOOD-BOUGHT CHURCH OF CHRIST AND THE UNITY WH ICH IS IN 

HARMONY WITH THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD STUDIED IN THE LIGHT OF 
FOUR "LAWS" OF GOD WHICH ARE CRUCIALLY RELATED TO THESE MATTERS 

Thomas B. Warren 

written by DR. THOMAS B. WARREN 
Unity based upon TRUTH is imperative in the sight of God. 

*The Psalmist said, "I am a companion of all them that 
fear thee, And of them that observe thy precepts (Psalm 
119:63). 

*Jesus prayed, "Neither for these only do I pray, but for 
them also that believe on me through their word; that they 
may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they may also be in us: that the world may bel ieve that 
thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21) . 

*Paul demanded, "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Ephesians 5:11 ). 

Paper Bound, $2.25. See Your Local Bookstore, or 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0 . Box 1001 Jonesboro. Ark. 72401 
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THE DANGER OF WEAK 
PREACHING 

Stanley E. Sayers 

Across the front of our communion tables read the 
words, "In Remembrance of Me." In the early 
Restoration territory it was not, and still is not, unusual 
to see inscribed across the front of a pulpit, "Preach the 
Word." And it may be followed·by an exclamation point, 
and rightfully so! 

When the apostle Paul told Timothy to preach the 
word, he gave him his sermon topic, his sermon notes, 
and his sermon. I well recall years ago that an aging 
Methodist preacher was standing in the pulpit, and 
turning to a younger preacher, most likely a graduate 
from a liberal seminary, he said," And if you ever run out 
of anything to preach," taking his big Bible in hand, 
"there's a lot of good sermon material in here!" I have 
always admired that statement. 

Deluding the People 

When the preacher comes to the pulpit half-prepared, 
the other half unprepared, knowing little about the 
Scriptures and not much about his text, he ought to be 
tossed out the backdoor. If not, why not? God made 
Israel to know that not only were they to obey His every 
command, but they were neither to add to them nor take 
from them (Deut. 5:32; 12:32). The warnings of the New 
Testament are no less potent, if not more so! (Matt. 15:9, 
13; Acts 20:28-31; I Cor. 1:10; 3:3-5; Gal. 1:6-12; Jude 3; 
Rev. 22:18, 19). 

Weak preaching, and only a dead man could deny we 
have it, deludes the people into thinking; they are saved 
with half-hearted efforts; they are members of just one 
more denomination; there may be a heaven and hell and 
then there might not be; baptism is old fashioned, days 
gone by preaching; etc. In such preaching the persons 
quoted are seldom Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, 

• 

Paul, James and Jude - not to mention the Old 
Testament - but rather the modern theologians of the 
day. 

Shamefully enough, some of, if not many of, our 
younger preachers are reading their sermons, talking 
about the uchristian. community,., or .. community of 
believers," whereas our true to the Book gospel preachers 
ventured forth to call it the church! And they knew which 
one they meant! I mean these men no harm for they have 
accomplished much good, but when quotations are made 
from Barclay, G. Campbell Morgan, and others more 
than from Peter or Paul, we are edging more and more 
into the arena of denominational preaching. Having been 
reared in a denomination, obeying the gospel at age 
thirteen, preaching by the time I was fifteen, I know both 
sides of the coin. I know a gospel sermon when I hear it, 
and I know a sectarian sermon when I hear it. And I weep 
to confess that churches of Christ are getting more and 
more sermons that sound so much like the sectarians! We 
have adopted their homework, quoted from their Sunday 
School materials, picked up their recreation, toned down 
the pulpit, and done all but move out the Lord's table and 
move in the piano! I love the people in the 
denominations, but I love my own brethren more, and 
feel a beckon to make a clarion call to ••come out from 
among them!" (Continued on Page 3) 
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WRITER'S GUIDELINES 
Since we began editing the FOUNDATION we have received 

numerous questions concerning our policy on articles submitted for 
publication. 

The most often asked question is, "Do you accept articles written by 
anyone other than your editorial staff?" By all means, yes! We welcome 
articles from faithful men who are able to prepare a quality text for 
publication. 

Articles submitted to the FOUNDATION should not be sent to other 
papers. We desire to present to our readers fresh material. We will not 
knowingly print any material that has appeared in other publications. 

All articles should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than three or 
four pages. At least one and one-quarter inch margins should be left so 
that there will be room for editing. This 1s a must! Articles without 
sufficient margin will be returned to the author for retyping. 

The longer the article the less chance it has of being published. Short 
articles (approximately two pages), written with careful wording in mind 
are much in need. 

We always need articles on basic Bible teaching. We desire Bible 
lessons presented in a positive format._ Issues must be dealt with and those 
of you "out there on the firing line" know what those issues are. Deal 
with them, but cto so in a Christian spirit. Deal with Bible principles and 
do not allow your writing to become involved in personalities. 

Be certain that your writing ~as more than lo.cal flavor and interest. 
Some writers try to wage local battles (often problems within a 
congregation) in the pages of a brotherhood paper. We will not 
knowingly be a party to such journalism. 

For standardization, all scripture references should be either the King 
James or American Standard Versions. We do approve of the usage of 
quotations from other versions for comparative or emphasis reasons. 

Scripture references should follow this example: "And without faith it 
is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after 
him" (He b. 11 :6). Please notice the position of the quotation marks and 
the period. Bible books with short names should not be abbreviated; 
books with long names should be. 

The author should give careful attention to grammar. We do not have 
the time to rewrite articles submitted for publication. And to be honest, 
some articles wfth excellent information, are so poorly wri-tten that it is 
impossible to publish them without completely reworking them. 

The article title should appear at the top of the page (one and one-half 
inches down). Next should appear the author's name. There should be 
one inch between the title and the author's name. There should also be 
one inch between the author's name and the beginning of the text. It is 
very difficult to mark an article for the typesetter it this space IS not 
provided. The author's mailing address should appear at the end of the 
article. 
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Writers should realize that the copy 
for the FOUNDATION is prepared 
weeks in advance. Therefore, it could 
be three months or more before an 
article we receive appears in the 
paper. We select articles by content 
and often an excellent article is 
deferred for weeks or months. 
Therefore, if articles submitted do not 
appear in the FOUNDATION 
immediately, it does not mean 
they have been discarded. Do not 
become impatient. Good material 
will be used. 

All articles submitted become the 
property of the FIRM FOUNDA
TION. We do not have the time, nor 
the funds, to keep inventory for the 
many good brethren who write for us. 
If you submit an article for 
publication and want it returned 
if it is not published, then furnish 
us with an envelope with your name, 
address, and sufficient postage on it 
and we will be happy to comply with 

and explanations will serve our 
readers in providing us with material 
worthy of publication. A close 
examination of articles as they appear 
in the FOUNDATION should serve 
to further instruct one as to how a 
manuscript should be prepared. We 
encourage all faithful brethren, who 
have the ability to write, to join with 
us in this exercise of Christian 
journalism. 

your wishes. · 
-W. S. Cline, Editor 

We hope that these few guidelines 

The Danger Of Weak Preaching 
(Continued from Page I) 

Rejecting the Truth 

Paul warned that men would divide the kingdom with 
their false doctrines, leading away men after themselves 
(Acts 20:29-31 ). He also warned Timothy concerning it 
(II Tim. 3: Iff; 4: 1-5). For years we have heard of the great 
apostasy and we think of the Roman Catholic Church
but, brethren, I'm here to tell you that we are undergoing, 
we are experiencing, another great apostasy, and it is 
taking place right in the church of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! I well realize that truth is truth regardless of 
who teaches it, but I also realize that error is error 
regardless of who teaches it. If I stand in the pulpit of a 
denomination and extend to an audience an invitation to 
come forward, repenting of their sins. confessing the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and being immersed in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I am 
preaching Truth. But if I stand in the pulpit within the 
brotherhood and have the· audience bow their heads and 
accept Jesus. I am preaching error! We have this thing all 
turned around: we think if the denominations preach it, it 
is automatically wrong; and if the brethren teach it. it is 
automatically right. Beloved, it isn't who is preaching it, 
it's what is being preached that counts! When Paul stood 
among the Athenians at Mars Hill, that didn't make him 
a Greek. He was there to preach the truth. 

A few years ago I stood in Alexander Campbell's 
study. The very spot where he pre.pared his sermons and 
lectures, and where he wrote his classic works. I stood by 
his tombstone at his grave. I walked through his stately 
home. I passed by Bethel College where he tau~ht. Were 
this great man alive today, how would the present apostasy 
affect him? But more than that, I am concerned 
how it affects our Savior as he walks among the seven 
golden candlesticks'? Are we still his church'? Do we still 
. abide faithfully by his teachings and honor what he stood 
for'! Do we abide in the apostles' doctrine'! (Acts 2:42; I 
Cor. 14:37). 
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Irrespective of how one reflects upon Martin Luther 
King, when he said, ••I have a vision in my soul, .. 
something is triggered within me. I. too. have a vision in 
my soul. It is a vision, not of future but past glory-- when 
men will again start filling their sermons with scripture. 
quoting the Bible and not the alleged scholars. mak_ing 
clear, and candid that none can misunderstand it that the 
church of Christ is not a denomination, and heavily 
underscore just as did the apostle, God's New Testament 
plan of salvation. I long for the day when we will come 
down convincingly on the qualificat;0n for elders and 
deacons, and what it takes to make a preacher and also a 
Christian. I yearn for the time when we will start 
baptizing people, not just to join the crowd or get in. but 
because the Holy Spirit through the word has penetrated 
their hearts and the cross weighs heavily upon them, and 
they can find no peace of mind until they have obeyed the 
gospel. And l envision the day when brethren, who 
because of weak preaching have moved out into the 
world, feel convicted to come home and co.nfess their 
sins. 

Brethren, it's time to come home. The day of weak 
preaching has to go! Preacher, I challenge you. Tamp 
that corner post with scripture and no power on earth can 
pull it up. Preach, oh preach the word! 

14th and Main 
Duncan, ·OK 73533 • 
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ON 
IGNORING 
''ISSUES'' 

Dub McClish 

There is a rather persistent cry 
being made by some members of the 
church. that preachers and writers 
should not bother the brethren with 
all of the "issues." I have heard them 
say, "Why do we have to hear about 
the problems? Why can't you just 
preach the gospel and stay off the 
issues?" These are questions that need 
to be answered clearly and 
scripturally. 

God's Old Testament prophets 
dido 't ignore the "issues" of their day. 
In fact, the purpose for which God 
sent them was to deal with the 
problems and issues of the day 
(idolatry, rebellion, immorality, etc.). 
Those people didn't like to hear about 
the "issues" either, so they closed their 
ears, eyes, and hearts to the message of 
the prophets to their own destruction 

(lsa. 6:9-12)! They wanted to hear 
only the ~~smooth" things, even if it 
meant preaching deceiful things (lsa. 
30:8-14). 

Jesus dido 't ignore the "issues" of 
his day. He applied the words of 
Isaiah 6:9-12 to the people he 
preached to because they didn't want 
to hear the issues he preached on, 
that so much characterized them (the 
hypocrisy, self-right.eousness, false 
doctrine, etc.). The apostles dido 't 
ignore the ·~issues." Peter would have 
preached a much different message 
on Pentecost had he concerned 
himself with only what the people 
wanted to hear. He dido 't preach on 
adultery, theft or heaven, but on the 
deity of Christ and their guilt for his 
murder. Paul dido 't write to the 
Corinthians about how terrible Pilate 
was for giving Jesus up to be 
crucified, nor how wonderful they all 
were. Rather, he addressed the 
·~issues," both doctrinal and moral, 
that constituted their sins and errors. 

In the very nature of the case, the 
emphasis of preaching and teaching 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2·Year Program 
Tuition Free 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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ought to correspond to prevalent sins 
and errors, to "issues," if you please. 
This is true both of issues in the local 
church and in the brotherhood. The 
great preachers who led the 
restoration of New Testament 
Christianity nearly two centuries ago 
did so by raising "issues" of conflict 
between then-current doctrines and 
practices and the New Testament 
pattern for the church. When the 
move began to be made to add 
instruments of music, missionary 
societies, etc., to the church in the 
past century, the church was saved 
from total digression by those who 
raised these "issues" and fought them 
out with the digressives. The same 
was true with the threat of 
Premillennialism 60 years ago. The 
same was true with the anti
cooperation, anti-orphan home issue 
of 30 years ago. As long as men 
continue to raise "issues" that 
threaten the faith, faithful preachers 
will continue to deal with them. Only 
the blind and deaf would want it 
otherwise! 

312 Pearl St. 
Denton, TX 7620 I 
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WORSHIPPING 
FROM THE 

HEART 
Walter Swain 

Two facts concerning worship are 
continuously impressed upon us from 
the scriptures. One is that man has 
always worshipped. From Cain and 
Abel of the Old Testament to this day, 
man has always sought to reach out in 
some way to a higher being. The first 
act of Noah after coming from the 
ark, was an act of worship. The 
Patriarchs worshipped God, and the 
Jews followed the dictates of Moses' 
law in worship. Wherever man is 
found today, he is found worshipping 
someone or something. 

The second fact is, that man has not 
always worshipped, as God 
would have him to. Cain's 
sacrifice of farm produce was not 
accepted by God, and he was told to 
change. Nadab and Abihu, sons of 
Aaron, were burned up by God 
because of false worship. The Jews 
continually practiced idol worship, 
and worship of the gods of the nations 
that surrounded them. The early 
c·hurch soon fell into problems 
connected with worship, and the 
apostasy brought many erroneous 
practices into the worship of the 
church. Millions today worship false 
gods, or falsely worship the true God. 

Our Lord Jesus expressed his will 
on this rna tter of worship to the 
woman at the well in Samaria, as 
recorded in John 4:1-26. There Jesus 
revealed that God is seeking those 
who worship Him in spirit and in 
truth (verse 23). Worship, therefore, 
to be pleasing to God must be 
according to truth. God does not 
accept just any worship, or worship 
that to men appears right and 
acceptable. God wants worship that 
involves both the mind and the 
emotions. 

Three things characterize such 
worship. These three things concern 
God himself. others. and our own
selves. 
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First, we worship to please God, 
not man. Jesus often condemned 
worship of his day that was done "to 
be seen of men." Matthew 6: 1-18 and 
23:5-7 record such statements. Christ 
stressed that true worship was 
directed to God, to please Him (Matt. 
6:4, 9, 18). When we assemble to 
worship we come together to praise 
God. We do this in the way He has 
directed. Our mind is thus centered 
on God and His Word, and our 
emotions are allowed to flow freely to 
express our love to Him. God is the 
object of our worship. 

Secondly, we edify one another in 
public worship. The early church 
began immediately to come together 
to worship God (Acts 2:42, 46). Paul's 
epistles speak often of different acts 
of Christian worship. Prayer was to 
be offered in spirit and with 
understanding (I Cor. 14:I2-I9). 
Singing was to be done "with your 
heart" (Eph. 5: 19; Col. 3: I 6). The 
Lord's Supper Was to be a 
communion, or "joint participation" 
in the body of Christ to remember 
Him (I Cor.IO:I6, I7). It was to be 
observed in a spiritual manner (I Cor. 
I I :27-29). Giving was to be done 
cheerfully, as one has purposed in his 
own heart (II Cor. 9:7). Preaching 
was to be true to the word, and done 
in love (II Tim. 4: I -4; Eph. 4: I 5). 

An emphasis of Christian worship 
is the interaction of the worship 
experiences upon one another, as the 
acts of worship originate from the 
heart of sincere individuals praising 
God according to His will. Heartfelt 
worship not only pleases God, but 
teaches, inspires, and lifts up those 
who are present as well. 

A third aspect of our worship is 
that it serves to purify our own hearts. 
Jesus condemned the Pharisees in His 
day for practicing the forms of 
worship, and leaving out the matters 
of the heart - justice, mercy, and 
faith (Matt. 23:23). He did not say 
forms were unimportant ("these," he 
said, "ye ought to have done"), but 
he indicated forms are a means to an 
end. We must worship with the right 
forms, but we must also be sure that 
we practice the "weightier matters." 

Spiritual growth should be 
enhanced by heartfelt worship. Paul 
indicates that those who fail to 
understand what they are doing in 
worship can become sleepy, ill, or 
even dead spiritually (I Cor. I I :27-
30). True worship draws us closer to 
God, and makes us more deeply 
aware of His presence. This leads to 
deeper committment and consecra
tion in our lives. Proper worship will 
leave its mark on our daily lives, and 
help us to live right during the week. 

David said of worship, "I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go into 
the house of the Lord" (Psalm 122:1 ). 
Christian worship should be an 
enriching and joyous expenence, 
and looked forward to by all. When 
honest, sincere, truth seeking 
individuals assemble to worship and 
praise God from the heart, in the ways 
he has directed us, the result can only 
be uplifting and spiritually beneficial 
to all present. May we worship God in 
spirit and in truth. 

833 Begonia Street 
Escondido, CA 92027 • 
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September 1, 2, 1984 
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!EXPOSITIONAL EMPHASIS! 

AN OUTLINE OF ACTS II 
Wayne Dunaway 

I. SPIRIT DESCENDS (Acts 2:1-13). 
l. The GIVING of the POWER (2: 1-4). 

( 1) The time was pentecost (v. Ia). 
(2) The twelve were the persons (v. Ia; Acts 1 :26). 
(3) The temple was the place (v. I b; Luke 24:53). 
(4) The tongues were the proof (v. 2-4). 

2. The GATHERING of the PEOPLE (2:5-13). 
(I) Their condition (v. 5). 

A. As to residence- dwelling in Jerusalem (5a). 
B. As to race- descendents of Jacob (5b). 
C. As to religion -devoted to Judaism (5c). 

(2) Th~ir confusion (v. 6). 
A. The circulation (6a). 
B. The crowd ( 6b ). 
C. The confounding (6c). 

(3) Their comments (v. 7-8). 
A. They asked about the twelve (v. 7). 
B. They asked about the tongues (v. 8). 

(4) Their countries (v. 9-11). 
A. The name of the places. 
B. The nature of the people - i.e., Jew, 

strangers, proselytes. 
(5) Their conclusion (v. 12-13). 

A. Some of them marveled (v. 12). 
B. Some of them mocked (v. 13). 

II. SERMON DELIVERED (Acts 2:14-36). 
l. The PROPHECY of Joel (2: 14-21). 

(I) The response of Peter (v. 14-16). 
A. The men are addressed (v. 14). 

· B. The mockers are answered (v. 15). 
C. The meaning is applied (v. 16). 

(2) The revelation of the prophet (2: 17-21 ). 
A. The when- "last days." 
B. The what - ''pour Spirit." 
C. The who - "on all flesh." 
D. The why- "to prophesy." 

2. The POSITION of Jesus (2:22-.36). 
(I) He was rejected (v. 22-23). 

A. He was approved by God (v. 22). 
B. He was appointed by God (v. 23a). 
C. He was apprehended by men (v. 23b ). 

(2) He was raised (v. 24-35). 
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A. The fact is proclaimed (v. 24). 
B. The fact is proven (v. 25-35). Peter gives 3 

proofs of Christ's resurrection. 
(A) What David said (v. 24-31). 
(B) What the disciples saw (v. 32). 
(C) What the demonstrations showed (v. 33-

35). 

(3) He is reigning (v. 36). 
A. The conclusion - ''therefore" (v. 36a). 
B. The confidence- "know assuredly" (v. 36b). 
C. The crowning -"hath made Lord" (v. 36c). 

III. SALVATION DESCRIBED (2:37-47). 
I. The REQUEST of those in the AUDIENCE(v. 37). 

(I) How they were affected (v. 37a). 
(2) Who they addressed (v. 37b). 
(3) What they asked (v. 37c). 

2. The REPLY of those who were APOSTLES (v. 38-
40). 
( 1) The conditions for the pardon (v. 38). 

A. The stipulations are revealed (v. 38a). 
B. The sins would be remitted (v. 38b). 
C. The Spirit would be received (v. 38c). 

(2) The comments about the promise (v. 39). 
A. Included all the Hebrew race (v. 39a). 
B. Extended to all the human race (v. 39b). 

(3) The continuing words of persuasion (v. 40). 
A. They were many (v. 40a). 
B. Some are mentioned (v. 40b). 

3. The RESPONSE of those who ACCEPTED (v. 41-
45). 
(I) They comply with the word (v. 41). 
(2) They continue in the worship (v. 42). 
(3) They consider the wonders (v. 43). 
(4) They contribute for the wants (v. 44-45). 

4. The REJOICING of those who were ADDED 
(v. 46-47). 
(I) Seen in the gatherings (v. 46a). 
(2) Seen in the gladness (v. 46b). 
(3) Seen in the glorifying (v. 47a). 

500 I Pitts Ave. 
Anniston, AL 36206 
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WHEN OUR 
LAST HOUR 

COMES 
Johnny Ramsey 

Two passages in the books of 
Samuel vividly portray the awesome 
truth that we must au die and there is 
only a step between us and that 
inevitable moment. Verily, it is 
appointed unto man once to die and 
judgment will follow as Hebrews 9:27 
affirms. The wicked cannot die the 
death of the righteous (Numbers 
23: I 0), and sinners will be forever 
separated from the presence of the 
Lord (John 8:21). God is able to 
present us faultless before the throne 
of heaven (Jude 24), but such hope 
does not apply to the fearful and 
disobedient (Rev. 21:8). When we 
stand before our Maker in that final 
hour an account of our earthly 
sojourn will be given (Romans 14: 12). 
It will be too late then to make 
amends for our actions now. When 
Jesus comes in the twinkling of an eye 
(I Cor. 15:52) and "the great day of his 
wrath is come" (Rev. 6: I 7), shall we 
recall the famous, piercing words of 
an old gospel song? 

"Careless soul, 0 heed the warning 
For your life will soon be gone 

0 how sad to face the Judgment 
Unprepared to meet thy God. " 

The Psalmist reminds us of these 
salient points: . 

(I) How very short life is (89:47). 
(2) Wisdom demands proper 

emphasis (90: I 2). 
(3) We need not walk alone (23:4 ). 
(4) Heaven's doors will open wide 

(24: 10). 
(5) God will guide us to realms of 

light (73:24). 
(6) What will be the tale that is told 

of us? (90:9). 
(7) Jehovah wants to be or refuge 

(46: 1). 

Since "no man is sure of life" (Job 
24:22) we had best always be prepared 
for the moment time shall be no more. 
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When this world is rolled up like an 
old garment and cast aside (Hebrews 
I: 1 I) and all things we trusted in upon 
the earth have been dissolved (II 
Peter 3: I I), we will need a solid anchor 
in heaven's harbor. An unknown poet 
challenges us with these penetrating 
words: 

"For time will not linger when help
less you lie; 

Staring death in the face, you will 
take time to die! 

Then, what of the Judgment? 
Pause, think, I implore 

For time will be lost on Eternity s 
shore." 

Several of the most abrupt and 
startling statements in the Bible refer 
to our discussion. Notice them now: 

I know not the day of my death 
Moses, my servant, is dead 
Set your house in order for you 

shall die 
Remember me, o my God, for good 
And if I die .. .l die! 
My days flee away 

Boast not thyself of tomorrow 
I saw the wicked buried 
Why will you die? 
This year you shall die! 
In that night was Belshazzar slain 
Tonight shall thy soul be required 

of thee 
Better for that man had he never 

been born! 

The hopelessness of those who die 
in sin and shame is indescribably sad. 
while the joy of leaving this realm safe 
in the arms of Jesus truly knows no 
bounds. We are now, in some 
measure, preaching our very own 
funeral. What does our emphasis in 
life say about our future in death? Of 
monumental concern should be the 
direction our path takes us. 
Colossians I: I 0-23 is a brilliant 
sermon, outlined for us already, on 
the subject of proper living and 
preparation for dying. Notice 
carefully these pertinent points: 

(I) Walk Worthy of The Lord; 
(2) Please God In All You Do; 
(3) Increase In Your Loyalty; 
(4), Leave Satan Far Behind; 
(5) Walk In The Light Of Christ: 

(6) Endure Suffering For His 
Cause; 

(7) Remember The Authority of 
The Lord; 

(8) Rejoice In The Benefits of The 
Cross; 

(9) Show The Blessings of 
Reconciliation; and, 

(10) Never Leave The Hope of The 
Gospel. 

These definite steps on the road to 
heaven will reflect our deep 
appreciation for the grace of God and 
the blood shed at Calvary. And, one 
day on the golden strand of glory, we 
shall be able to praise Him ever more. 
When the last hour comes may we 
have cause for no serious regret. We 
need to make our reservations for 
heaven now and be sure we never 
cancel them. Such arrangements are 
too precious to miss (Revelation 
14:I3). 

"In garments glorious He will 
come, 

To open wide the door; 
And I shall enter my heavenly 

home, 
To dwell forevermore." 

In hope of eternal life (Titus I :2), let 
us press on with a determined pace. 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

"The Saving 
Faith" 

(James 2:14-26) 
Gilbert Gough 

The faith that saves 1s a 
knowledgea ble , working , and 
obedient faith. The works that save 
are the works of righteousness that 
God has ordained men to obey. 
James has a clear explanation of the 
foregoing propositions. 

FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS ... 

UN PROFITABLE. Verse 14 says, 
"What doih it profit, my brethren, 
though a man say he haihfaith, and 
have not works, can fa ith save him?" 
This rhetorica l verse teaches that 
there is no profit in faith absent of 
works, just as there is no profit in 
faith absent of works. Just as there is 
no profit in benevolence without love 
(I Cor. 13:3), there is no profit in fa ith 
without works. 

A MERE PROFESS ING FAITH. 
Verse 14 also expresses the idea that a 
faith merely professing itse lf is 
insufficient. To talk about having 
fai th is easy, but to put faith into 
action can be difficult. One wou ld 
have to prove his fa ith by works in 
order to demonstrate to God , ·or ro 
anyone, that his fai th is not idle 
chatter. Many profess, "Lord, Lord" 
but will not do "the will of my Father 
which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:2 1). 
There were chief rulers who believed 
in Jesus but would not confess him 
(John 12:42). To confess is part of the 
works of God (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 
10: 10), and the chief rulers refused to 
do so. Thus, their faith wa s 
incomplete and would not save. 

NOT A SAVING FAITH. "Can 
faith save him?" of ve rse 14 implies 
the negative. Faith does save (E ph. 
2:8). Howeve r, it does not save 
according to works of human merit 
(Titus 3:5), or according to works o f 
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the law of Moses (Rom. 3:27, 28), but 
according to works of righteousness 
which God has appointed man to do 
(Eph. 2: 10). J ames points out that 
faith without the appointed works 
cannot save a man's soul. 

A DEAD FAITH. Verse 17 says, 
"Even so faith, ifit hath not works, is 
dead, being alone. " J ames illustrates 
this principle in ve rse 26: "For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead." It is a 
false notion that many have that faith 
alone saves. If it were true, then a 
dead faith without works wo uld save, 
a nd a dead body without the spirit 
would be alive. But such is abs urd ! A 
dead faith never has and neve r will 
save anyone. A dead body is inactive, 
useless, and fruitl ess; and so is fa it h 
without works. 

INCA PABLE OF DEMO N
STRATION. Verse 18 says, "Yea, a 
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I 
have works: show me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will show 
thee my faith by my works." Faith 
mu s t be d e mon strate d. Paul 
admonishes Titus to enco urage 
yo ung men "in all things showing 
thyself a pattern of good works" 
(Titus 2:7). Young men were to 
demonstrate their faith in good 
works. It is an imposs ibility to 
demonst ra te one 's fa it h wi tho ut 
works, and Ja mes knows tha t to be 
the case. That is the reason why the 
challenge is given to prove one's faith 
without works. It cannot be done! 

THE FAITH OF DEVILS. Verse 
19 says, "Thou believes! that there is 
one God; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe, and tremble. " It takes 
more than a devil 's fai th to save. On 
more than one occasion devi ls 
admitted J esus to be the Son of God 
(Mark 5:7; Luke 4:34), but they were 
not saved , were they? Of course not! 

AN IMPERFECT FAITH. Verse 
22 says, "Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect?" A 
working fai th is a faith mature or 
complete. An incom plete faith cannot 
save because it has no works to show 
its maturity. In Hebrews II every 
man or woman of faith had a 

complete fait h beca use it produced 
a c t i o n , i . e . , " By fa it h A b e I 
offered ... By faith Noah ... prepared 
.. . By faith Abraham 1vent ... sojourned 
... offered ... " 

No man should boast of ha ving 
faith when he does no works. Faith 
alone has never saved anyo ne, a nd the 
Bible so affirms. Faith alone is always 
viewed by the Bible as a faith which 
cannot save (vv. 17, 20, 24). Verse 24 
says, "Ye see then how that by works 
a man is j ustified, and not by faith 
only." 

EXAMPLES OF SAVING FAITH 

In the text three examples, one 
nega tive and two positive, of the 
wo rking, obedient, and saving faith is 
given. The first is in verses 15 and 16: 
"If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, and one of you 
say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding 
we give them not those things which 
are needful to the body; what doth it 
profit?" The picture is of a brother or 
sister need ing benevolent help. A 
C hristian has the op portu nity to he! p. 
but neglects to do so. The C hristia n 
gi ves words of comfort, but not what 
the brother o r sister needs. The words 
did not profit the destitute ones 
beca use wha t they needed was 
benevolen t help. The Christian 
should ha ve obeyed the command of 
God to help the needy (Matt. 25:35; I 
John 3: 17). This obedience wou ld 
ha ve been the work of God produced 
by the faith the Christian had in God's 
word (R o m. I 0: 17). But the 
Christian's fa it h was woefu ll y lacki ng 
in that it fai led to do the work of God. 

The second exa mple is a posit ive 
illustration of a working fai th in God. 
Abraham is the character of faith 
used to illustrate fa ith in action . " Was 
not Abraham our father justified by 
works, when he had offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar? Seest thou hall' 
faith wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made pe1j'ecr? And 
the scripture wasfu(j'illed which saith, 
A braham believed God, and it ll'as 
imputed umo him for righteousness: 
and he was called the friend of God." 
The offering of Isaac is called a work. 
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while in Hebrews II: 17 the same 
offering is said to have been "by 
faith." "By faith Abraham, when he 
was tried, offered up Isaac ... "If faith 
and works are incongruous, how can 
the same act be both of faith and of 
works? It cannot be! Abraham 
worked, yet, his offering was "by 
faith." Faith and works are 
inseparable. To have one without the 
other is spiritual suicide (cf. v. 26). 

What kind of works did Abraham 
do? Was it works of human merit? 
No, because works of human merit 
cannot justify. Was it the works of the 
law of Moses? No, because Abraham 
died 500 years before the law was 
given. What kind of works did 

I Love To Hear 
My Father's 

Voice 
Tim Nichols 

My father lives several miles south 
of Akron, Ohio. It is the area where I 
lived as a child. Perhaps in some sense 
it will always be the place that I will 
call "home." Pictures of the 
countryside are vivid and alive in my 
memory. At times it seems that it 
would be wonderful to go home and 
climb those trees, again, to fish in the 
creek again, to miss fly balls on the ball 
diamond again, and to swing on the 
grape vines again. But I know that 
many of those things are no longer as 
they were. Houses are now standing 
where my "secret fort" once was. 
Horses now graze where the ball 
diamond stood. Signs that read "keep 
out" are posted by the creek. 
Motorcycle trails now criss-cross 
through "my" woods. I am older now, 
and my friends of only a few years ago 
would no longer be interested in 
sharing these experiences with me. 
Much has changed. 

Every now and then my father 
calls on the phone. It is always a 
pleasant time when we can visit 
together. He tells me what is 
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Abraham do? He did the works of 
obedience. They had to be! God 
commanded the works to be done, 
and Abraham "by faith" obeyed. 
Abraham was "justified by works" 
when he "believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness." 
Abraham was blessed for his 
righteousness. He truly was "the 
friend of God. " 

The third example used by James 
that positively demonstrates the 
connection between faith and works 
is with Rahab. "Likewise also was not 
Rahab the harlot justified by works, 
when she had received the 
messengers, and had sent them out 
another way?" Yes, she was justified 

happening with my friends and 
family. He asks about the well being 
of my wife and children. He expresses 
his concern for us. You understand 
when I say, "I love to hear my father's 
voice." 

After hanging up the phone there is 
a feeling of nostalgia as I remember 
the events of my childhood. And 
sometimes, there is a feeling of 
sadness when I realize that I can never 
go back there; at least not to the same 
time and circumstances of earlier 
days. Those days are gone, and they 
cannot be brought back. 

I am a Christian. God is my 
Heavenly Father. He has a home for 
me that is more wonderful than 
human words can describe. I fully 
expect to be with Him after this life is 
over for all of eternity. My Heavenly 
Father speaks to me through the 
pages of the New Testament. He tells 
me that His love for me is so great that 
He had decided even before He 
created the world to give the life of 
His son on the cross to offer the 
forgiveness of sin that all men need. 
He tells me how to have the blood of 
His son applied to my life. He 
expresses His great concern for my 
family and friends. He tells me many 
times of the wonderful blessings that 
are mine because I am in Christ. He 
offocs me the opportunity to speak to 

by her works. Her works proved her 
faith in God that He would not 
destroy her and her family (Josh. 2). 
She is likened unto Abraham in the faith 
she possessed. She also is mentioned 
by the Hebrew writer in chapter II. 
"By faith the harlot Rahab perished 
not with them that believed not, when 
she received the spies with peace. "By 
her working faith she protected God's 
people and in turn God protected her 
and her family. 

Faith alone will not save, but faith 
accompanied by the righteous works 
of God (which we must do) will save. 

P. 0. Box 665 
Dresden, TN 38225 • 
Him of my thoughts, needs, hopes 
and cares through the avenue of 
prayer. As the desire to worship Him 
wells up within my heart, He tells me 
how I may do so in ways that are 
pleasing to Him. I love to spend time 
with the Bible. I guess you could say 
that I love to hear my Father's voice. 

There are those who laugh and 
make jokes about our desire to study 
and know the contents of the Bible. 
They poke fun at what they call our 
"Paper Pope." Some scoff and claim 
that our relationship is only with a 
book. They ask why we have such 
affection for paper and ink. We can 
only respond by saying that the Bible 
is God's instrument for speaking to 
man today. We love to hear our 
Father's voice. 

No one laughs at my desire to hear 
the voice of my earthly father on the 
phone. I have not been accused of 
having undue affection for plastic, 
metal and wires. Yet a telephone visit 
does not compare with walking 
beside my father in the corn field, guns 
cradled in our arms, as we listen to the 
beagles baying at a rabbit. 

It is an awesome thing to spend 
time with the Heavenly Father now. 
To hear His voice by means of the 
Word is pleasing to His children. But 
the very thought of standing before 
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I Love To Hear My Father's Voice 
(Continued from Page 10) 

the throne in heaven with the 
redeemed of all the ages is a thousand 
times more wonderful! 

Please hear the Father's voice. 
Spend time with the Bible. Obey all 
that He bids you to do. Walk with 
Him. He loves you and wants to bless 
you from now on. 

"All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, 
thorough~v furnished unto all good 
works" (Il Tim. 3:16, 17). 

"Thy word have I hid in mine 

DIRECTION 
FOR OUR 

STEPS 
Roderick L. Ross 

"0 Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 
10:23). 

The prayer of the prophet Jeremiah 
should resound within the hearts and 
souls of men today. Men need to 
humble themselves before the 
Creator of all; that is, realizing that 
our own thoughts, knowledge and 
wisdom are inadequate to direct our 
feet in the path which we should walk. 
Even as the Lord said by the prophet 
Isaiah: "For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts" 
(Isa. 55:8, 9). 

Man is a creature of intellect. 
Realizing this God-given gift, perhaps 
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heart, that I might not sin against 
thee" (Psalm 119:11). 

"How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey 
to my mouth!" (Psalm 119:I03). 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path~· 
(Psalm 119:105). 

"The entrance of thy words 
giveth light,· it giveth under
standing unto the simple" (Psalm 
119:130). 

"But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin" (I John 1:7). 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you rzchly in all wisdom; 

too well, man often attempts to 
determine the right path separate and 
apart from God. The end is always 
disaster__;_- spiritually and eternally. 
"There is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death" (Prov. 14:12). 

"He that trusteth in his own heart is 
a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he 
shall be delivered" (Prov. 28:26). To 
walk wisely is the thing which man 
has sought for ages upon end. 
However, man has failed to find it by 
relying upon himself rather than 
upon God. "See then that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. Wherefore be ye not 
unwise, but understanding what the 
will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:15-17). 

Man needs, therefore to seek out 
the will of God and understand it and, 
understanding the will of God, to do 
it. "God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son; ... " (He b. 1:1, 2). Thus, of the 
will of God which Jesus taught for 
man, he said: "And if any man hear 
my words. and believe not, I judge 

teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. 
3:16). 

"Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth" (John 
17:17). 

"Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart 
fervently: being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever" 
(I Pet. 1:22, 23). 

Route 1, Box 211 
Burlington, West Virginia 26710 

him not: for I came not to judge the 
world, but to save the world. He that 
rejecteth me, and· receiveth not my 
words, hath one thatjudgeth him: the 
word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day. For I 
have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I should say, 
and what I should speak" (John 
12:47-49). 

"Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philos_ophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ, for in him dwelleth the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:8, 9). 

2739 Woodruff 
Lansing, Michigan 48912 • 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Thru August 14, 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 
Jack P. Lewis 

Harding Graduate School of Religion, 
1000 Cherry Rd. Memphis, Tenn. 38117 

Ph. 901-761-1350 901-683-1678 
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PREACHING 
THAT IS 

SWEETER 
THAN HONEY 

Gil Yoder 

·' You can catch more flies with 
honey than with vinegar. " We have 
ofte n wondered who firs t spoke that 
noble proverb! Did he have dark 
green warty skin and bu lgi ng eyes? 
Who truly wants to acqui re such 
filthy crea tures? Some quote the 
phrase as tho ugh ca tching fl ies were 
so me worthy goal. Whereve r one 
percei ves an eva ngeli t as being too 
bit te r, the sta tement is made to goad 
the man into being "more kind. " 

Notwithstanding o ur d esire to 
disassociate oursch"C!> from those who 
disparage the message of the gospel, 
we think that gos pel se rmons shou ld 
co ntain th e wectncss of the word of 
God! The gos pel of Ch rist is sweeter 
than the honey of the preceding 
proverb. so our preaching should 
reflect that sweetness. T he psa lmist , 
David , described God's wo rd by 
saying that it is ·' weeter a lso than 
honey and the honeycomb" (Psa. 
19: 10). A sweet se rm on is o ne that 
confo rms to that word. 

When we think of sweet preaching, 
we normally think of its more positive 
aspects. The sto ry of God's love in 
sending His Son to earth to die for 
mankind can softe n even the hardest 
of hearts. The gentle compassion 
which Christ showed the poor of H is 
day moves us to have the same love 
today. That criminals, like the thief 
on the cross, can be recipients of 
Christ's grace, causes us to believe 
that we, too, can be forg iven of our 
worst sins . That God has prepared a 
home for those who follow Him 
encourages u s to press forward 
toward tha t calling. We think that it is 
on these subjects that our detractors 
would have us a lways to speak! 

However, whe n David wrote that 
God's word is "sweeter a lso than 
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honey," he had all God 's word in 
view, not what we ca ll its "pos iti ve" 
aspects! In the same psa lm David 
sa id, "The law of the Lo rd is perfect... 
The fear o f the Lord is clean ... the 
judgments of the Lord a re true and 
righteous alt ogeth er ... Moreover by 
them is thy servant wa rned" (Psa. 
19:7- 11). God's word is no less sweet 
beca use it speaks of duty, judgment , 
and fear! 

Was J es us unkind or less sweet 
when He gave scat hing rebuke to the 
scribes a nd Pharisees? We read that 
He cried ou t, "Woe unto yo u, scri bes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
devour widows ' houses, and for a 
pretence make long prayer: therefore 
ye s hall rece ive th e greater 
da mnation " (Ma tt. 23: 14), and "Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ! for ye make clean the 
ou tside o f the cup and of the platte r, 
but withi n they a re full of extortion 
and excess" (v. 25), and "Ye are like 
unt o whited sepulchres .. .full of dead 
men 's bones, a nd of a ll uncleanness" 
(v. 27). Is any prepared to say tha t 
Jes us was bitter? Surely not! 

Or is a n yo ne prepared to 

NEW TESTAMENT 
(King James Version) 

contrad ict David and say that the 
Bible is not sweeter than honey, 
when it cond emns "the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
m urderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters , and all liars" 
to "the lake which burneth with fire 
a nd brimstone" (Rev. 2 1:8)? David's 
descriptio n of God's word includes all 
of God's word, both its positive and 
negative aspects ! 

The only truly bitter se rmo n is the 
one contrary to God's word. To 
borrow a prove rb of Solomon with a 
new application, "Dead flies cause the 
o int ment of the apothecary to send 
fo rth a stink ing savour" (Eccl. I 0: I), 
and so a little false d oct ri ne condemns 
a sermon otherwise good in all 
respects! We must preach (a nd 
practice) the word in its fu lness 
without add ition or subtraction (Rev. 
22: 18- 19). If you wish your preacher 
to be sweet and kind to saint and 
sinner alike, then let him preach the 
word! Better still , demand that he 
preach the word. He should exhort, 
yes! Bu t he must a lso rep rove and 
rebuke (1 Tim. 4: 2)! When he 
preaches the word, then you will ha ve 
preaching that is sweeter tha n honey. 

SPECIAL SELECTION 
Twenty pages 
of Bible Helps 

including 
The Plan o f Salvation 

• 

(256 PAGES MEASURES 5x81 

This popular New Testament Is IDEAL for: 
Personal Work • Bible Correspondence Students 

Mission Points • Youth Work • Pew Racks 
Prison Ministry • Benevolent Work 

ONLY SOLD IN BOXES OF 100 
AT THE SPECIAL LOW PRICE OF $80.00 ( INCLUDING FREIGHT) 

COPIES ON HAND • CAN SHIP IMMEDIATELY VIA U .P.S. 

For aoc a copy, every congregation 
(or individual interested in personal evangelism) can 

afford a Box of 100 or several boxes at this price. 

Send S2.00 for your sample copy 
!WHICH INCLUDES POSTAGE AND HANDLING) 

JOHNSON PUBLISHING 
P.O. Box 100704 Nashville, TN 37210 
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MISSION NEWS 

INDIA 
MISSION 
FORUM 

Perry B. Cotham 

The second annual India Mission 
Forum, attended by preachers who have 
preached in India and brethren interested 
in the work in that nation, was held at the 
North A and Tennessee congregation in 
Midland. Texas, Friday night, May I I. 

A Vision of 
Greatness 

Larry Fryer 

The wise King Solomon in chapter 
twenty-nine of Proverbs tells us that 
uwhere there is no vision, the people 
perish." Many of our efforts for the Lord 
are hindered because we cannot see 
beyond the seemingly present obstacles. 
The Lord's work in the country of Sri 
Lanka began with visions of _greatness and 
those visions are becoming realities. The 
vision of greatness is now contageous in 
the lives and efforts of Christians 'in that 
island of fifteen million people. 

The church in Sri Lanka has added 
another congregation this past month 
with the conversion of a Buddhist monk. 
his mother, brother, sister and two 
friends. This brings to fifteen, the number 
of congregations now worshipping God 
in spirit and truth every Lord's day. 

The Buddhist monk had been 
introduced to our Bible correspondence 
course in his native language, Singhala. 
This is the second Buddhist monk to obey 
the Gospel. The first one was converted 
about four years ago and he is now 
preaching the Gospel, not Buddhism to 
his people. Lord willing, he will be one of 
fourteen graduates from the Sri Lanka 
School of Preaching in August 1984. 

The School is taught in three 
languages, and we have students from the 
three major nationalities in Sri Lanka 
attending. 
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and the day following. A good number 
were present and a fine spirit of optimism 
prevailed at all times. Perry B. Cotham 
and J. C. Bailey spoke Friday night, then 
reports were made by Charles F. Scott 
and others (including elders) during the 
day on Saturday. 

For many years the North A church, 
as a part of their mission program, has 
been heavily involved in the work in 
India. 

Next year the Forum will be held at the 
Greymere church in Columbia, Tenn., 
and the following year at Raytown, MO. 
(Dates will be announced later.) 

At this time many of my tracts are 
being printed in India in Telegu, Tamil, 

The Bible correspondence school in 
the three languages, English, Singhala, 
and Tamil graded II ,910 lessons with 
3,021 new students sending lessons in for 
the first time. Brethren, these figures are 
pnly for January and February 19~4. This 
gives you an idea of the hunger and thirst 
for righteousness these dear souls have. 
The Christians are registering betwen 75 
and 95 thousand lessons each year. Most 
all the converts come from these contacts. 

The country of Sri Lanka suffered at 
least a 25 year set back in July 1983, when 
civil war broke out. Our brethren are still 
facing a lot of difficulties there. Political 
tensions and economical difficulties are 
prevalent throughout the island. 

Attention: Church leaders
Remember Collinsvillel 
Now avail able through 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

CHURCH LEADERS 
LIABILITY COVERAGE 

For details write or call for 
information: 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 828 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Call 817-947-5403 
leonard Mullens, President 

life, health, dental coverage also 
available for full time church 
workers. 

and Hindi languages. These are to be 
widely distributed in all parts of the 
country and used among the brethren. 
Lord willing, I plan to go to India for 
another trip to teach preachers and 
conduct· evangelistic meetings in 
November and December this year. I 
plan to visit New Delhi, Patna, Calcutta, 
Visakhapatnam, Kakinada, Rajah
mundry, Vijayawada, Hyderabad, 
Bangalore, Goa, Hubli, and Bombay. 
Too, within the past few months I have 
mailed many thousands of my English 
tracts into India. The church is growing 
very rapidly in that country, now with a 
population approaching one billion 
inhabitants. 

• 
These problems have just proven the 

power of God in honest and good hearts. 
The church is stronger and more 
evangelistic today than it has ever been. 
The church in this far away country 
continues to thank God daily for 
brethren. such as the Milan Church of 
Christ, Milan. Tennessee, and other 
dedicated Christians for their vision of 
greatness and their sharing that vision 
with them. 

Out of darkness came forth the 
brightness of the Son. Lord willing may it 
never disappear until He comes again. 

434 Main St. 
Milan, TN 3835~ 

Employee Needed 

• 

The Brownsville Road congregation in 
Memphis, Tennessee is receiving applications 
for a Youth and Educational worker. The 
congregation averages about 530 Sunday 
A.M. attendance with about 160 young 
people in the 6th grade through college ages. 
Because of the size of our group the following 
criteria has been established: (I) at least two 
years experience, (2) married, (3) long term 
commitment to youth ministry, (4) adequate 
speaker for fill-in preaching, (5) adequate 
song leader to instill enthusiam for singing 
among our youth, (6) looking for long term 
work with a congregation. If you are 
interested please send a resume, cassette tape 
of you preaching or teaching, and perceived 
salary needs and a family picture. Send these 
to Brownsville Road Church of Christ, 3333 
Old Brownsville Road, Memphis, Tennessee 
38134. Send the material to the attention of 
the .. Minister Search Committee." 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD? 
Since 1959, a partner with churches in growth. 
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AMI FEATURES: 

• Firm - "No Floating" 
Interest Rates 

• Guaranteed Funds 

• Bond Brokerage 

• Interim Financing 
Available 

• Fund Raising to 
Reduce Long- Term 
Financing 

"The Cornerstone 
of Church Financing" 

• IRA/HR-10 (KEOGH) 
~etlrement Plans 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

FOR 

FREE INFORMATION 

1-800-858-4006 
TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 

Affiliated Managers, Inc. 
5408 Bell - P.O. Box 7648 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7648 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
2 years Veterans Approved 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
( 60 COURSES l 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOO L OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Marcha::a Road , ALStin, Texas 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

COMMUNION BREAD 

We keep on hand regularly a supply of 
fre•h. pure. unleavened bread for com
mumon purposes. Ten wafers in the 
small carton and three ol the;c carton; to 
the large ca rton - all carefully >ealed •o 
it will keep indefinitely. Every congrega
t ion ~hould lwvc on hand a guod supply at 
all times. Pri ce: Large carton each S3. 75, 
(plus shipping). 

Firm Foundation Publishing 
House 

P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32523 

.,I. Magnota 
Bible College 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 

l~~~rr • 4·Year sA Degree Includes At Least 
88 Hours In Bible Plus 

Supporting Academic 
Courses 

• Modern Dormitory 
On Campus 

Training Gospel 
Preachers To 
Eva n~e li ze Mississ i 
And The World 

Contact: 

Admissions Office 
Magnolia Bible College 
P. 0 . Box 655 • 820 Huntington 
Kosciusko. Mlsolulppl 39090 
Telephone (60 1) 288·2896 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $200 per line. Special diKount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekirr· 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standar'' 
Send all correspondence to: firm foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, H 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or friends In Alaska. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3830 N. •E" SL Sunday 9:30 a 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793-0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Cun1culum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wlvea and Teacher• 
Contact: Warren Wilcox, Director 303-988-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32508 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible study 9:00A.M., Worahlp 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M., Max R. Miller, EvangellaL 

BSLLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Sautley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Ph one 904-453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
cla1101, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866· 
4383. Vlaltors Welcome. Write about newcomera to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Brlatol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Chrlat Just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Rood. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
8:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·703-669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambera, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntlvllle, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worahlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Warclaw, 
Evangellsl 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas 77094 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worahlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangellat. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lndlanapolla, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worahlp 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 482-0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4890 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
teata. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 1 
special lessons on many subjects. For Free Information write: 
Sunsel Church of Christ, ~432 27th SL, Lubbock, TX 79411. 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 12, 1984 

PREACHERS WANTED 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 35 membera needs 
full time preacher - preferably self-supporting. 3 bedroom 
home available. Must be able to do personal work. City of 
15,000; basically agricultural oriented; excellent medical 
facllltlea. Position open Immediately. Contract Church of 
Chrtat, Box 242, Yankton, SD 57078 or call collect (605) 665-
5214 or 665-1429 or 665·3455. 

Smallaouth Texas church needa active, retired or aeml-retlred 
mlnlater 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utiiiUea and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrias, 
Texaa 78355. 

WANTED - Experienced gospel preacher. Small 
congregation. New Building. Preacher's home BVallable. 
Church wanta to grow. Contact D. Hershel Wilson, 149 N. San 
GOtgonlo Ave., Banning, CA 92220. 

Mlnlater Wanted. Congregation of 125 membera with eldora 
aeeklng full-time, dedicated minister to work with 
congregation under overalght of elders In San Benito, TX. Call 
or wrtte Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San Benito, TX 
78588 (512) 399-1732. 

Write for list of West Coast preacher openlnga. Hal Moore, 425 
East 1st, Azusa, CA 91702. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
PREACHER AVAILABLE- Mid-July, 1984. Sunset School of 
Preaching groduate. Husband and wife team heBVy on 
peraonal evangellam. Prefer Southwest U.S. Contact Bob 
Ekman, (405) 672-3857. 

Preacher desires pulpit. 13 yra. experience In mlulon and local 
work. B.S., M.Ed., Preston Rd. Sch. of Preaching. Also qualified 
for educational ministry or Christian School principal or 
teacher. Wife an experienced elementary teacher In pubBcand 
Christian school. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry Ln., Grand Prairie, 
TX 75050, (214) 642-0856. 

FOR SALE 
BEAVER LOG HOMES: 35 plana orcuatom design; lovely for 
church or commercial. Member, Log Home CounciL SAVE. 
ENERGY EFFICIENT. Plan Book $5 or free Info. GERI'S LOG 
HOME SALES, 2700 Linda Dr., Ennis, TX 75119; (214) 875· 
8640. 

FOR SALE: Full service religious bookatore. Well established. 
Good location. lncludea building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792-7777 during buslne11 hours. After 
houra (214) 832-5203. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89e postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebaatlan, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Agape of South Alabama Is now accepting resumes for the 
poaltlon of caseworker. This wot1t would Involve foster care 
and adoptive services. Please send resumes to Agape, P. 0. 
Box 16414, Mobile, AL 36616. 

Do not give assistance to a Mr. Marcos A. Thucos from Hawaii 
who claims to be a member of the church. If you need 
Information or can share. Information concerning him pleasa 
caD 713-666-3535 or write L. L. Guthrie, 5104 Hulsache SL, 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 

FAMILY RETREAT In scenic Ozark mountain• on the beautiful 
Eloven Point River at Alton, MO, August 2-4, 1984. Contact 
Arvll Hill, Box 303, Alton, MO 85806 or Don Fuchs, 418 North 
1at SL, Yale, OK 74085. Sponsor: Jeff Church of Chrtat, RL 1, 
Thayer, MO 65574. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain States Children's 
Home who can love, counsel with, care for, and have 
underatandlng for alx to eight neglected and dependent 
children. Houseparents must be dedicated, mature, and st11ble 
couple In this child care ministry. MSCH Is altuated on 155 
acrea along the foothills of the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Salary, living expenses, transportation for Home bualneas, and 
other fringe benefltl are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, 
SUperintendent, P. o. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. 
Telephone (303) n6-6641. 

How many rellgloua periodicals do you subscribe to? 

lnatructora needed to teach Personal Development Coursea. 
Excellent part-time Income poulbllltlea for thosa willing to 
work. Even greater outreach poulbllltles and self growth 
rewarda. For details and free Information write or call: 
Suc:ceaaful Uvlng lnatltute, 1401 Wilshire Dr., Odeaaa, Texas 
79761, 915-333-3518 (after 5:00 P.M.). 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation trlea to screen 
adVertising, and will not knowingly take queatlonable 
adVertlalng. But It Ia the reader's responsibility to lnveatlgate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run an 
unworthy ad. As the old aaylng goes, before you lnveat, 
lnveatlgatel 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate -$11.00 peryear(prepald). 
MlnlmuiT! five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 18:16. A book by BIIIIJamea reviewing 
many of the Important eventlln the brothertlood over the last 
couple of years and detailing the present situation In each 
country and state. Coat $10 postpaid. Order from Bill IJames, 
Box 884, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the care of children and families In 
services being expanded at High Plains Children's Home and 
Family Services, Inc. Applications are being accepted for: 
Houaeparentl, Social Workera, Director of Social Services 
(MSW required), Campus Manager. Attractive salary and 
benefits. Contact Byron Nichols, P. 0. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texaa 79114-7448. Telephone (806) 355-6588. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debatea. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES -For list of those desiring to correapond wHh other 
tingles, aend SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 730n. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
llsl Give age - optionaL 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texaa 
79604. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-BOD-874-1804 
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Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have, or can't 
get, adequate health coverage; ministers, secretaries, teachers, staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed, combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA Christian Employees' Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box828 
Salado, Texas 76571 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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GOS'PEL PREACHERS AND 
BROTHERHOOD PROBLEMS 

Mac Deaver 

I am aware of the fact that, at times, some brethren 
have called in question the appropriateness of certain 
preachers writing about or preaching about conditions 
geographically distant to them personally, or about 
problems that are not being faced where a preacher 
regularly preaches. Some view such an effort as being 
completely out of place and out of harmony with the 
scriptures. Some view such an effort as an indication of a 
meddlesome spirit and an outright intrusion into the 
autonomy of local congregations. 

I am sure that preachers have the capacity to become 
meddlesome trouble-makers (even as any other Christian 
has this capacity), but what I deny is that a preacher's 
concern, investigation, and discussion of brotherhood 
problems necessarily marks him as unloving and out of 
place. 

A preacher, even one who works on a regular basis 
with a local congregation, and who is first of all to 
concentrate on the work of the church, must love the 
brotherhood as all Christians must (I Pet. 2: 17). And 
though he is not a member of any congregation save one, 
and though he preaches regularly for no congregation 
save one, he is still to preach the word (II Tim. 4:2), and 
though his local congregation may not be experiencing 
some problem faced elsewhere, in time it could, and some 
of his preaching is to be preventive in nature (II Tim. 4:3). 
We are mighty poor preachers if we refuse to address a 
problem (in principle) until we have that problem locally! 
Every preacher (and every Christian), though a member 
of one particular local congregation, is also a ··member of 
the body" (Cf. Eph. 5:30). I, therefore, not only have the 
scriptural right to be concerned about my brethren 
everywhere - I have the obligation to do so. 

Of course preachers could, when warning brethren 

about certain dangers, evidence a bitter spirit, and such is 
not right. The influence vf false teachers needs to be kept 
away from the congregation, and there is a time to 
identify false teachers as such. There are certain views 
that must be exposed, but all such ~fforts must be a 
production of love. It is not fair to charge preachers 
with having a vicious spirit just because they de-fang 
rattlesnake doctrine and let the brethren know who is 
producing the doctrinal poison. False teachers may first 
attempt to do their work behind the scenes (Cf. II Pet. 
2: 1-3 ), but the sooner the brethren are warned regarding 
.. destructive heresies," the better. There are some .. whose 
mouths must be stopped" (Titus I: I 0, II). Elders are 
to be· able to .. convict the gainsayers" -- literally, to 
.. convict the contradicters" (Titus I :9). Are elders only to 
do so when and after the .. gainsayer" has moved into the 
local congregation of which they are in charge? Do elders 
ever have a right to convict gainsayers who are members 
of other congregations? Can they warn their flock 
(Cf. Acts 20:29-31) regarding false teachers from another 
congregation where the false teacher is a member? 

Though there are appropriate and inappropriate 
ways of dealing with error, we must recognize that there 
are no boundary lines drawn to curtail the exposure of 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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READERS WRITE 
"The editoria l (May I) is excellent. o one could have res ponded 

better and someone need ed to do so. You a ll have done a good job in the 
cha nge over." 

- C. H. , OK 

* * * * * * 

" Please accept my commendati on for yo ur editorial , 'You a nd Yo ur 
Little Bunch.' 

"I hope that the F irm Foundation will print more articles and 
editorials like the one you wrote. The controversialists are those who 
defend 'another gospel.' I will pray that the Firm Foundation wit h its new 
edito rial staff wi ll aga in become a basis for truth rather than an 
infrastructure for specious doctrine. Cong ratula tio ns on your fine 
work." 

- G. Y. , KS 

* * * * * * 

'"You a nd Your Litt le Bunch' is o ne of the fi nest editoria ls I have ever 
read. Every preacher and eld er ought to give serious heed to it. The early 
1960 's were the time when our momentum of the past 3 d ecades was just 
a bo ut spent and because of compro mising atti tudes a nd Mad ison 
Avenue techniques, we were to begin a dow nward slide tha t took us out 
o f first place as the fastest grow ing church and has now (I und ersta nd) 
dropped us out of the top ten. I fervently pray that we can once aga in be 
the vibrant church we were in the restoration of New Testament 
C hrist ia nity." 

- T. A. , TX 

* * * * * * 

" I really appreciate your editorial , 'You and You r Litt le Bunch.' You 
express my se ntiments. I feel t hat it is scriptural in content, and presented 
in the spirit of C hrist." 

- H . S. , TN 

* * * * * * 

"I just finished reading 'You andY ou r Little Bunch' in the M a y I, Firm 
Foundation. May I st rongly commend you for a mos t timely p iece of 
writing. You did a n excellent job in sett ing fort h the truth on an urgent 
matter in the brotherhood." 

- B. H., OK 

* * * * * * 

'' I wa nt to comment on one aspect of your editorial tn I May Firm 
Foundation. 

"One does not ha ve to take either extreme position. I believe I am right 
(if not, I wou ld change), but it does not necessa ri ly follow t hat I therefo re 
have to believe that everyone else is wrong." 

- L. G., TX 
"If, in the ten unit system of math, two plus two is f our, then two plus 

two is not one. or two, or three, or five, or six , or seven, or any number 
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other than four. Truth is narrow! If 
any given thing is true, then every
thing that disagrees with that thing is 
false." 

-H. A. Dobbs, MO 

"Many anti-instrument churches 
are more sectarian than, most other 
denomina tionalists. 

"No inspired writer ever advises us 
to make our primary aim in life to 
'expose' denominational errors. 

"You are mistaken in saying that 
'Every religious teacher who teaches 
what the Bible teaches is 
undenominational.' " 

R. D. Dobbs, MO 

"All of the prophets of the Old 
Testament exposed error, 
condemning Baal worship and every 
form ofidolatry,· also condemning the 
Israelites when they strayed from the 
teaching of the Mosaic Law. A good 
portion of the New Testament 
exposes and condemns false 
teaching-everything from 
Judaizing teachers to Diotrephes is 
castigated and censured (sometimes 
in very harsh language). 

"We stand in pretty good company 
when we condemn the wrong. Jesus, 
Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, John 
the baptist, Paul, Peter and John, the 
apostle of love, are among our 
companions. 

"If a person hears and obeys the New 
Testament and the New Testament 
only, of what denomination is that 
person a member? None! If we go 
strictly according to the New 
Testament scriptures we are 
undenominational, but if we do not, 
we are denominational. " 

-H.A. Dobbs 
Dear brother Dobbs: 

••There is something on my mind that 
will not go away. Our nation is in 
such a demoralized state and is 
getting worse by the day. Each day I 
am shocked by some report of yet 
more immorality! I rack my brain for 
some way I can help overcome this 
and, of course, all I can do is pray. 
Well, that is the best thing anyone can 
do. 

"My idea is for each of our religious 
papers to write on the power of prayer 
and suggest that all Christians start 
praying for the return of our nation to 
trusting in God. 

''I read your good article, 'BEFORE 
AND NOW AND AFTER.' I 
thought you would be interested to 
know that, when I was a little girl, 
brother Warlick used to visit us. I was 
disappointed that you did not 
mention the name of A.McGary, my 
father, who started the Firm 
Foundation. He was a constant 
fighter for the gospel. 

"I will appreciate your thinking 

about our combined prayers for our 
nation." 

Sincerely, 
(signed) Viva M. McComb 

1510 N. San Jacinto 
Conroe, Texas 77301 

Dear sister McComb: 
~~Thank you very much for your 

recent letter. Just a few days ago 
Mary Ruth Cox and I were in a 
conversation and we both remem
bered you very kindly. 

"Thanks, too, for your valuable 
suggestion. I will send a copy of your 
letter to Bill Cline with the 
recommendation that it be published 
as an encouragement for brethren 
throughout the world to pray for the 
nation and for the world. 

"Sister McComb, I feel very badly 
that your father's name was not 
mentioned in my article. You are 
right! He was a great man in the 
church and made a sizeable and 
lasting impression for good-as has 
his daughter. The Firm Foundtion 
will take steps to correct the 
unfortunate oversight." 

"May God bless you." 
Faithfully, 

(signed) H.A. Dobbs 

• 

Gospel Preachers and Brotherhood Problems 
(Continued from Page I) 

false doctrine, to prevent preachers from warning 
brethren, or to prevent elders from protecting the flock in 
their charge. 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
Surely each of us, if he loves the church, can appreciate 

Paul's beautiful statement: "Besides those things that are 
without, there is that which presseth upon me daily, 
anxiety for all the churches" (II Cor. II :28). And, though 
none of us is an apostle, each one must have care and 
concern for the well-being of the brethren (Cf. I Jno. 3: 14; 
5:2, 3). And, if such care and concern evinces the 
exposure of false teachers and false teachings, and thus 
stirs a criticism against gospel preachers, may those 
preachers have the faith to stand in the Old Paths that 
lead to Jerusalem. 

P. 0. Box 714 
Foley, AL 36536 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 19,1984 

Schoof of Religion 
Undergraduate 

& Graduate 
Degrees In Bible 

A.M .. B.A .. B.S .. M.A .. M.Th. 
Full Scholarshtps Avatlable For Full Ttma Students on Alatn Campus. 

Gl Approved. 011 Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect tor Dr. Rex A. Turner. Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery. AL 36117 

3 [287) 



FIRM FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP 
September 9-12, 1984 

Theme: 
''The Firm Foundation of God Standeth'' 

Sunday, September 9th 
9:00AM- The All Sufficiency of the Scriptures ........ Ray Peters 

10:00 AM - The Nature of Christ ...................... John Priola 
6:00 PM - The Weapons of Our Warfare Are Not Carnal . W. S. Cline 
7:00 PM - The Firm Foundation of God Standeth ..... H. A. Dobbs 

Monday, September 10th 
9:00 AM - A Personal Devil - The Enemy of God ..... W. R. Craig 

10:00 AM - The Worship Authorized in Scripture .... Barry Hatcher 
11:00 AM - The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the 

Word .•...............•................ Perry Cotham 
1:30PM- The Inspiration of God's Inerrant 

Word ............................. Ernest Underwood 
2:30 PM - The Unity of All Believers ................. Bill Jackson 
7:00PM- The Case for Christianity ................. Tom Warren 
8:00 PM - God's Revelation of Himself to Man ......... Jim Dobbs 

Tuesday, September 11th 
9:00 AM - The Mighty Works and Wonders God Did by 

Christ ............•....................... Mark Lewis 
10:00 AM - The Necessity of Righteousness . . . . . . . . Gary Workman 
11:00 AM- Exalting Christ and His Word .......... Johnny Ramsay 

1:30 PM - The Resurrection, Ascension and Present Rule of 
Christ ..••..............•...........•.. Roger Jackson 

2:30 PM -The Triumph of Good Over Evil .......... Dub McClish 
7:00 PM -The Undenominational Nature and Exclusiveness of 

The Lord's Church ..................... Garland Elkins 
8:00 PM - The Militant Church Under The Great 

Commission ....•........................ Joe Gilmore 

Wednesday, September 12th 
9:00 AM - The Way of Escape .................... Gilbert Gough 

10:00 AM- The Effectiveness of Restoration Principles .. Max Miller 
11:00 AM -The Faith of Abraham, The Courage of Elijah, and The 

Steadfastness of Job ...................... Curtis Cates 
1:30PM- Absolute Knowledge- Is It Possible? ..... Mac Deaver 
2:30 PM - The Grace and Law of God ............... Jerry Moffitt 
7:00 PM - Man's Accountability to God's Expressed 

Will ..................................... Roy Deaver 
8:00 PM - Looking For A City ..................... Winfred Clark 

ADDITIONAL MANUSCRIPTS WHICH WILL APPEAR IN THE 
LECTURESHIP BOOK 

God's Special Creation of the Universe .............. Wayne Jackson 
God's Marriage Law ............................. Andrew Connally 
The judgment, Heaven and Hell ..................... Robert Taylor 
The Virgin Birth of Christ ....................... H. Daniel Denham 
The Modernistic Attack of The Sacred Scriptures .... Burton Coffman 
Preaching The Great Commission .................. George DeHoff 
The Deliberate Purpose of God to Establish the Church ... Roy Hearn 
Christian Characteristics - Colossians 3:12-13 ............. Ben Vick 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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LECTURES WILL BE PRINTED •••••• CASSETTE AND VIDEO TAPES AVAILABLE 

Exhibit space available- on prior approval. 

Location: 

SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 
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MONEY
LEADERS BEWARE! 

Foree Grove 

Each year, usually in January, budgets are presented 
around our brotherhood. The possibilities are great and 
preachers are asked to spend a few sermons on the subject 
of giving. The texts used are not new. Brethr~n are 
reminded about giving "cheerfully" and not laying up 
treasures on earth. All are warned about the sin of 
coveteousness and the "thorny" ground from the parable 
of the soils. 

Verses are quoted from Proverbs concerning attitudes 
toward money. 1 Timothy 6:6-11 is used to assure men 
that having money is not the problem, it is the use of it 
that sometimes causes difficulty. These sermons are 
Biblical to the core, needed more than once a year, and 
essential to sound preaching. 

It is a shame that many leaders in local congregations 
do not apply these lessons TO THE BANKED FUNDS 
OF THE CHURCH. Brethren, how careful we should be 
in preaching to the brethren about hoarding money in the 
bank. 

In Luke 12:21-31 the rich farmer wanted to store up 
more and more. His barns had to be increased so he could 
"have plenty of good things laid up for many years ... " 
(Lk. 12:19). It is dangerous for a Christian to have this 
attitude, for God may demand an accounting TONIGHT 
( 12:20). But what of leaders who d? this with the mo~ey 
in the treasury? Are they not guilty of the same sm? 
Several years ago this writer spent several months raising 
funds for mission work. The amount of "stored up" 
money was amazing. One congregation had fifty-five 
thousand dollars in the bank, given FOR 
EVANGELISM, and had not used a penny of it for that 
purpose. The MAJORITY of congregations visited had 
ten to twenty thousand dollars in the bank with no plans 
for its use. The congregations who helped usually had 
tight budgets and were working with little or no extra 
money. Elders, leaders, what right do we have to store up 
money given by brethren? 

Luke 8:1-15 teaches that once a man has become a 
Christian, "thorns" may grow up and choke out his life. 
The "thorns" are " .. .life's worries, riches and pleasures ... " 
(8: 14). Can the leadership in a local church have the same 
problem with church money? How can we warn the 
members about depending on "riches" when the leaders 
are doing it with the contribution of the saints? 

1 Timothy 6:6-11 teaches that rich men must use their 
. ? money wisely. Is the same not ture. of congr~~,at10ns. 

"The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil (6: I 0). 
How can members be convicted of this truth when leaders 
will not spend the money given to the Lord? 

Matthew 25 teaches that individuals must use their 
talent wisely. Is this not applicable to congregations? 

FIRM FOUNDATION-JUNE 19, 1984 

Some are very rich, others have less. Does not each have 
an obligation to use whatever talent it has? If a 
congregation has twenty, or one-hundred thousand 
dollars in the bank, is it not burying part of what God has 
given it to do HIS work? Are we honoring God with our 
substance on a congregational level? (see Proverbs 3:9). 

Luke 12:34 says: "For where your treasure is there will 
your heart be also." If an eldership has~ "treasure." which 
they will not touch, are they not showing the attitude of 
their hearts? If an individual can be greedy and coveteous 
when he stores up treasures, why can't leaders? Members 
are asked to give extra, and many good work~ are turned 
down because money is "tight" or the budget ts stretched. 
Yet there is money in the bank with no reason given for its 
existence. How can this be right? How dare we preach to 
the flock when the shepherds are guilty of the same sin! 
As individuals, we cannot afford to have an earthly 
treasure which controls our hearts (see Matt. 6: 19-20). 
Churches dare not practice what the Christians cannot! 

As elders, deacons, and preachers, we must apply the 
passages we preach to ourselves. If we are greedy and 
faithless with money given to the Lord, we are no better 
than the man who is too greedy and faithless to give at all! 

It has been said that the church of Christ has quit 
growing since 1962. It might be that we are reaping what 
we have sown (2 Cor. 9:6). How can God make "grace 
abound" (2 Cor. 9:8) to a church which will not support 
missions, or good works, or needy people because the 
"budget is tight" and yet have THOUSANDS IN THE 
BANK. 

''THOUSANDS IN THE BANK" is not just an 
imagined figure. During 1975-76 this writer was raising 
funds for missions. It was done all over Texas (the Valley 
to the Panhandle, Red River to the Rio Grande, 
Louisiana to the New Mexico border). We personally 
contacted over 300 churches and many more by 
telephone and letter. We found hundreds ofthousands.of 
dollars in the bank. On one trip from El Paso to Austm, 
we found six-hundred thousand dollars "laid up" in 
various churches (the largest in one was two-hundred and 
fifty thousand). Not one of the cong~egations t~i~,d to 
hide the fact that such existed. None said they had It ear
marked" for anything nor did they offer some of it to 
help. Is this not a danger for the churches involved? 

We found that the congregations who helped were the 
growing ones who were baptizin~ many, and w~o used 
their money week to week. It was In those elde~ships that 
we found men who had vision, purpose, and faith. Many 
could not help because they were doing all they could. 
Those difficult to understand were the ones who could 
but would not help. 

Brethren, elders, we need to be careful how we handle 
money. It can easily take over and destroy our soul and 
faith. 

819 South 14th 
77627 

• 
Nederland, Texas 
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H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

What is a miracle? D o we have miracles today? Two 
excellent questio ns which I am happy to stud y with you. 
If you have Bible topics, especia lly knotty problems, that 
you would like to have discussed in this column, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

The word " miracle" is grea tly abused and often 
misunderstood. A miracle is rega rd ed by some as 
a nything surprisi ng , wonderful o r re markable ; 
so mething extra-ordinary a nd unusua l. Men may apply 
the word "miracle" to a stretch of road where fortunes 
have been made, a nd to homeruns in ba ll parks with long 
fences, and to a ny strange sight or sound . The word has 
been tossed abo ut so casually a nd uncritically that we a re 
in danger of robbing it of any mea ning whateve r. 

The very best way to d efine the wo rd is to look at the 
signs and wonders tha t a re called miracles in the Bible . If 
the Bible says that a thing is a miracle, it is! The best way 
to define any word with a re ligious connotation is to see 
how that word is used in Ho ly Writ. Let's see what 
happenings Bible writers call miracles. 

Every Bible miracle was an instantaneous event. In 
miracles of healing, the beneficiaries did not have to wait 
weeks, or d ays, or eve n hours, but were healed 
immediately. J es us hea led a blind man a t Bethsaida in 
stages. But eve n in this case of two stage healing, the 
process was ve ry short - o nly a matter of a few minutes 
(Cf. Mark 8:22-26). 

In other miracles, the occurrence ha ppened in a fla sh . 
J esus "rebuked the winds and the sea ; a nd there was a 
great calm" (Ma tthew 8:26). If the great calm had not 
come for severa l hours, there would have been no 
evidence that the stilling of the storm was a miracle. The 
result was immedia te! J esus spoke and it was done. The 
disciples could not therefore resist the conclusion that 
even the winds a nd the waves o beyed J es us. 

If something req uires a pe riod of time to accomplish, 
wha tever else it may be , tha t thing is not a miracle. 

Secondly, miracles, in Bible usage, were always 
perfect. The hea led lame man did not limp a round, using 
ca ne or crutch, for a few days o r wee ks, but was given 
perfect so undness (Acts 3: 16). Peter and John 
comma nded a cripple, "In the na me of J esus Christ of 
Naza reth, walk." And took him by the hand and raised 
him up; "immedia tely his feet and his a nkle-bones 
received stre ngth . And lea ping up, he stood,and bega n to 
wa lk; and he entered with th em into the temple , wa lking 
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and leaping a nd praising God" (Acts 3:6-8). The man did 
not have to lea rn to walk. He did not creep a round , nor 
did he show any indication of his past infirmity. But 
immediately he was able not only to walk but to lea p and 
to run. Therefore the people were fi lled with wonder and 
amazement. 

If the hea ling had been pa rtia l, the reaction on the part 
of the multitude would not have bee n so grea t. The blind 
were given 20/ 20 vision when God healed them. lt had to 
be tha t way because, you see, God, being God , cannot do 
anything that is less tha n perfect. If people, in the first 
century, had bee n only partly hea led and helped there 
would not have been any good evidence that a 
supernatural act of God had occurred. When J esus 
commanded the elements to be at peace, the storm did 
not just abate a nd lesse n, but there was a grea t calm. 

In the case of the two stage miracle recorded in Mark, 
the blind man, in the first stage, saw men "as trees, 
walking." But immediately J esus touched his eyes again 
a nd, in the second stage, he "saw all things clearly." 
Please note the use of the word "clearly." We d on't know 
why Jesus chose to conduct this particular miracle in this 
particular way, but we do know tha t the healing was not 
delayed and the man was give n perfect vision. 

On a differe nt occasion, a nobleman from Capernaum 
met J esus at Cana and begged him to heal his son. J esus 
answered , " ... thy so n liveth ." The man headed for home 
a nd "his serva nts met him, saying that his so n lived . S o he 
inquired of them the ho ur when he began to amend . "The 
nobleman, evidently, expected the healing process to take 
some time and that his son would begin to get better and 
recover his health after a few da ys or weeks, therefore , he 
asked a bout "when he began to amend ." But the servants 
said , "Yesterday, at the seventh hour the fever left him." 
The pla in implication is tha t the fever left the boy 
suddenly and unexpectedly, leaving the lad fully 
recovered and strong. "So the father knew tha t it was at 
that hour in which J esus sa id ~nto him, Thy son liveth: 
a nd himself be lieved , and his whole house" (John 4:46-
53). 

Th irdly, a miracle was a lways a supernatural act. It was 
not so mething that co uld have happened in the ordinary 
course of events. In the case of healing, no medicine or 
ointment or sa lve was used. C lay, or water, or even spittle 
was used , but there was no understandable or discernible 
connection between the means used and the result 
produced . 

When Jehova h sent fiery se rpents among t he people, 
Moses was to ld to make a serpent of brass and hang it in 
the midst of the camp. When a person was bitten by a 
fiery serpent and looked on the brass serpent, he lived. 
The re was no necessa ry con nection betwee n looking at a 
serpent made of brass, hanging on a stand a rd, and the 
hea ling. No one co uld be misled into thin king that 
hea ling came from some natura l and ex plaina ble source. 
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It was obviously a supernatural act of God. 

A miracle is always a sign. In the gospel of John seven 
miracles are recorded in detail and each one is called a 
sign. The supernatural event proved something. It proved 
that Jesus had a mission from Jehovah (John 3:2). It 
proved and confirmed the revealed word (Hebrews 2:3, 
4). If the miracle was only an unusual happening, it would 
not have been a sign, and would have proved nothing. 

When Nicodemus came to Jesus, he said, ••no one can 
do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him." 
The signs were bona fide and real and therefore 
convincing. There were deceivers in the first century who 
pretended to accomplish supernatural results. A case in 
point is the Samaritan sorcerer who bewitched the 
people, giving out that he was some great one. And they 
all listened to him and believed in his counterfeit 
wonders. But when this sorcerer, a man named Simon, 
heard the preaching of Philip, he believed and .. beholding 
signs and great miracleswrought, he was amazed" (Acts 
8: 13). Simon the deceiver knew the real thing when he 
saw it. There was a clear and discernable difference 
between the trickery of Simon and the miracles of Philip. 

If we lightly and thoughtlessly call anything that is the 
least bit uncommon, or that we cannot explain, a miracle, 
we discredit and belittle the genuine and authentic signs 
of the first century by which the truth of the gospel is 
established. We may, by our careless use of the word, 
delude the unsuspecting into concluding that the mighty 
works and wonders of Jesus and the apostles were 
nothing more than some slightly different application 
and thereby downgrade the miracles by which the word 
of God was established and confirmed. 

Do we have miracles today? Of course not! Where, in 
all the earth, is any person, in our age, immediately and 
perfectly and supernaturally healed? Do you know of any 
man, today, who was blind from youth being given 20/20 
vision within the space of a few minutes? No one today 
has the ability to feed thousands with only five loaves and 
two fishes. Just because some may call a thing a miracle 
does not mean it is a miracle. In order to properly 
proclaim a miracle, the thing must have the 
characteristics of a miracle. 

If miracles happened today, we would see indisputable 
and incontestable evidence of them. We do not see such 
proof and, therefore, reason and sense compel us to 
conclude they do not occur. The enemies of God, in the 
first century, were forced to say of the apostles, .. What 
shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable 
miracle hath been wrought through them, is manifest to 
all that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it'' (Acts 
4: 16). 

Please do not suppose that I am saying we do not have 
divine healing today. We do have divine healing! All 
healing is divine healing! God heals today in keeping with 
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the laws of nature and not outside of those laws. Present 
day healing is therefore providential rather than 
miraculous. God heals today through means, that is, by 
the use of doctors and medicine and diet and treatment 
and through the marvellous recuperative powers of the 
amazing human body. God heals today in the same way 
he provides our daily bread - through nature. 

Pray fervently to God. Pray for healing, if you wish 
and need it. But, in all of your praying, do not expect a 
miracle. 

And, if you are seriously sick, visit your doctor and 
follow his advice. When you are healed, give God thanks. 
It is God who supplied the intelligence and the medicine. 
(All medicine comes from nature- even synthetics come 
from nature, seeing the chemist must start with 
something, for out of nothing comes nothing.) Just as 
you eat your food and give God the praise, so also when 
you are healed by natural means bless God and magnify 
his name. 

Miracles do not happen ·today because, as we have 
learned, the marvellous, immediate, perfect, 
supernatural events of the first century had as their 
purpose the conformation of the message and the 
messenger. A thing once confirmed does not need to be 
confirmed again and again. Once confirmed, it is 
confirmed for all time. To keep on confirming it is to cast 
doubt on its original ·confirmation. We have a certified 
gospel! 

Then, too, if miracles did happen today, many would 
doubtless follow Jesus only for the loaves and the fishes 
and not for .. the food which abideth unto eternal life." 

11815 Double Tree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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THE ONLY 
ONE OF ITS 

KIND 
Roger Jackson 

Christians are. a part of a unique 
brotherhood unlike any other that 
has ever existed. It is like the sign in a 
store window that said, .. There is no 
other place, anywhere near this place, 
anything like this place, so this must 
be the place:' 

Men often compare the Lord's 
church with various sectarian 
churches by stating that they are 
much alike. I do not believe a word of 
it! No sectarian body is almost like 
the church that Jesus built. Is the 
difference between the New 
Testament church and protestant 
bodies, in some cases, only a matter of 
a mechanical instrument, a form of 
government, or a single peculiar 
practice? When asked what is the 
difference between the church and 
sectarianism I always answer, ••It is an 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
BIBLE." This has separated God's 
people from all others from the time 
of Cain and Abel to this good hour 
(Gen. 4:1-7). A man's attitude about 
God's Word determines what he will 
believe~ what he believes determines 
what he will practice~ and what he 
practices will determine what he is 
religiously. We will never come to 
unity until we solve the problem of 
our attitude toward the Bible. If the 
Bible is the plenary, verbally inspired 
Word of God, and it is (I Cor. 2:9-13; 
Jn. 16:13);and ifitisasinforanyman 
to alter it in any way, and it is (Rev. 
22: 18, 19); then it is the case that in 
religious matters everyone who seeks 
truth must follow God's word only. 
Such an attitude will create unity. 
There is no need ~o lecture on it, 
explain it, or ever guard it when the 
attitude is right. Unity will b.e the 
natural end result. There exists in our 
country, and in various nations 
around the world, congregations of 
people who identify with each other 
in regard to name, organization; 
creed. worship. et al.. and yet have no 
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centralized earthly headquarters, no 
official secular organization, and no 
human head. The basic reason these 
people can identify with each other is 
because of their attitude toward the 
Bible. They did not get together and 
decide to .. agree to disagree," or to 
.. unite in spite of differences." They 
had no problem with unity meetings 
or ecumenical councils. They did not 
even decide to be united. The Bible 
took care of that when they decided to 
follow exclusively God's way. 
Allegiance to the Bible only brings 
men together. This is the unity of the 
Spirit in Ephesians 4:1-3. Binding and 
loosing for God drives a wedge. 

We hear a lot about unity and how 
it can be brought about between us 
and the sectarian bodies. We witness 
a lot of accusations and name calling 
regarding who is to blame for 
division. It can be confusing if you 
have only been a Christian a short 
time, but there is no need to be 
confused about the central issue. If no 
one had ever left the Bible way, added 
to what it says, diminished from what 
it commands, or substituted human 
items for the divine, there never 
would have been any disunity. The 
way back is simple indeed! The Bible 
is where it has always been. People 
are uniting upon it all over the world, 
and unity can become a reality when 
people have the correct attitude 
toward God's revealed will. 

Another way in which the great 
Christian brotherhood is unique is its 
freedom of personal study and 
reasoning. No one controls the minds 
of Christians. They do not have to 
wait for a declaration out of some 
geographical· location in order to 
know what to believe about any 
religious proposition. When one 
studies for himself and arrives at the 
truthfulness of a rna tter, no one has 
the authority to tell him he cannot 
believe it that way. Should he arrive 
at a false conclusion, he has no right 
to retain it upon sound evidence to 
the contrary. This is quite different 
from binding one's opinion or an 
expediency. How do we determine 
what is opinion and what is faith? The 
standard is the Book. No one is 
authorized to command a .. goose-

stepping" religion which marches to a 
human drum. Our brotherhood is one 
in which a preacher may exercise his 
right to arrive independently at the 
truth and preach it unrestricted. As 
long as he stays with the Book, he will 
preach just like all the rest who have 
studied for themselves. The reason 
some lands bring forth different crops 
is that the sower did not get his seed 
from the same bag as the others. Th~ 
Word of God is seed (Lk. 8: II). When 
a sower (preacher) insists on sowing 
only the good seed (the Bible), his 
crop (preaching and converts) will be 
just like the next man's. We have 
different crops because some men are 
sowing from other bags containing 
different seed. Yes, indeed, the crop 
depends upon your attitude toward 
the seed. 

One of the most discouraging 
things about this great brotherhood 
of ours is the fact that divisions do 
occur with people lining up on 
various sides. The FIRM 
FOUNDATION does not endorse 
such a sinful practice, neither do 
those who have affiliated themselves 
with its work. As we study the Bible, 
and disagree, we dig deeper into the 
wells of God's unfathomable truth to 
arrive at the proper answer. When we 
analyze one's conclusions based upon 
his study of the Bible and sound 
reasoning, and determine that they 
(conclusions) are correct. and adopt 
them, we have not followed a man. we 
have followed the Bible. We must 
come to the Bible where we take our 
stand. Every man has a right to be 
heard. but the problem arises when 
his reasoning is bad, and when his 
conclusion is not in harmony with 
God's word, When he stands with it 
anyway, he is evidencing the conduct 
which has split the church into 
warring societies all over the world. 
May we avoid adopting positions 
based on personalities and human 
tradition. May we, with fervor, stand 
only on the principles of divine 
revelation. 

940 Wood Road 
Oxford, AL 36203 
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JEALOUSY 
Walter Swain 

As human beings we are all 
creatures of emotions. Often our 
emotions, rather than reason, are 
allowed to control us. Sometimes this 
also is true of Christians. And no 
emotion can be more destructive to 
faith and the growth of the church 
than that of jealousy. Jealousy can 
destroy both those who practice it, 
and those toward whom it is directed. 

Jealousy is spoken of quite often in 
the Bible. King Saul came to be quite 
jealous of the young shepherd boy 
David, because David had received 
the plaudits of the crowds, Saul on 
several occasions sought to have 
David killed, and even cast a spear at 
him. Although he did not succeed in 
slaying David, this eventually had a 
part in Saul's own destruction. 

Joseph's brothers manifested great 
jealousy over Jacob's favoritism 
toward his beloved son of Rachel; 
and they, too, tried to kill their 
brother because of this jealousy. Only 
the help of one of his brothers saved 
Joseph from death at a young age. 

Jesus was the victim of jealousy. 
Matthew 27: 18 tells us that it was 
envy that led the rulers to deliver 
Jesus up to be crucified. They were 
evidently jealous of the Lord's 
popularity and fame, and were fearful 
that he would take away their 
positions of leadership, if he was 
allowed to live. 

Jealousy is truly the rage of a man 
(Proverbs 2:34). It can lead men to 
seek revenge that belongs only to 
God. It can tear up families, 
friendships, and churches. 

Members will, at times, develop 
envy and jealousy toward one 
another for various reasons. The 
church at Corinth had this problem 
over spiritual gifts. Members became 
jealous of one another because they 
thought the· others had greater gifts, 
or more spectacular gifts. 
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Leaders in the church can also 
become jealous of other leaders. 
Perhaps some members will like one 
leader more than another, and the 
least liked one becomes jealous. This 
has often led to splits in the church. 

Preachers are not immune to 
jealousy. Especially in the same city, 
or locality, or in the same 
congregation. One who has preached 
a long time in one place, and has 
another preacher come to that 
congregation to work, has to guard 
against jealousy. Some preachers 
become jealous of advancements or 
success of fellow preachers. 

But we should ask, "What is the 
cause of jealousy, and what is the 
answer to this problem?" 

The cause of jealousy is to be found 
within man and his nature. All of us 
want love and recognition. Saul 
wanted to be honored by the people. 
Joseph's brothers wanted to be loved 
by their father. The Jewish leaders 
wanted the recognition of the people. 
Thus, David, Joseph, and Jesus 
became, to these individuals, the 
source of their losing that love and 
esteem. Their own pride led them to 
try to eliminate the one who seemed 
to be the hindrance to their getting 
that love. 

Jealousy, then, is mainly the result 
of pride, and a desire to be recognized 
by others. It is often triggered 
innocently by those who are made the 
seeming hindrance to our receiving 
that honor, recognition, or love. 

The answer to jealousy may not be 
as simple as understanding its cause. 
We all want and need love and 
recognition of others, especially those 
close to us. We need to understand 
that love and honor are not exclusive. 
That is, the people could love and 
honor both Saul and David. Jacob 
could love and honor all of his sons. 
The people could love and honor 
both Jesus and the Jewish leaders (if 
they would have accepted Jesus, and 
followed him, as some did). 

The point is, that when we want to 

be exclusively loved and honored, we 
are allowing pride to take over. 
Instead of looking on others as a 
hindrance ~o our getting the desired 
love and respect, we should accept 
what love and honor we do get, and 
not demand it all. 

Instead of being jealous of other 
members who have greater talents or 
get more recognition, we should 
rejoice with them, for we are all on the 
same team in Christ. This is what 
Paul was teaching the Corinthians in 
chapter twelve of his first epistle to 
them. Elders and leaders should, 
likewise, accept what they have, and 
not deny fellow-leaders the love and 
honor they receive from others. 
Perhaps this is why God specified 
there should be more than one serving 
as elder in a congregation. Preachers 
can realize we all work for the same 
Lord, and can share in all of the 
advancements and achievements of 
fellow preachers. 

The answer to jealousy is the 
practice of love, self -respect, and 
humility. This was Paul's suggestion 
to the Corinthians in chapter 13 of I 
Corinthians. We can all do better in 
this area. 
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THE 
WASHING 
AWAY OF 

SINS 
George W. DeHoff 

All people who believe the Bible 
must bel ieve that our sins are washed 
away by the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His blood was shed for the 
remissio n of s ins (Matthew 26:28). 
We have redemption through the 
blood of C hrist (Ephesians I :7). 
There is no re miss ion a part from the 
shedd ing of blood (Hebrews 9:22). 

We s ing about the blood of C hri st 
in such song as "There Is Powe r In 
The Blood", " When I S ec The Blood I 
Will Pass O ver Yo u" and "There Is a 
Fountain Filled Wi th Blood". T hese 
and ma ny other so ngs which we ha ve 
sung from ch ildhood teach th e truth 
that we are saved only by the blood of 
C hrist. 

This raises the question: ho w a rc 
we washed in th e blood of Chri st? To 
a nswer this question we need to find 
out what peo ple did in ew 
Testa me nt times in order to be 
washed in His blood. Saui ofTarsus 
was told to, "Arise and be ba pti zed 
and wash away thy s ins, ca lling o n the 
na me of the Lord" (Acts 22: I 6). F rom 
this verse we conclude that th e sins of 
an a lien sinner a re washed away w hen 
he is baptized. One co uld not beli eve 
the Bible without believing this truth . 
This ve rse d ocs not teach that wa te r 
washes away si ns. It merely says that 
si ns are washed away w hen the perso n 
is baptized . h d ocs no t say wha t 
washes these s ins away. It m erely te lls 
us when these si ns a re washed away 
- when we are bapti zed . 

"Unto Him that loved us a nd 
washed us from o ur si ns in his own 
blood" (Revelation I: 5). This ve rse 
answers for us the questio n of what 
washes away these sins - the blood 
of Christ. It does not sta te when the 
blood of Christ washes awa y s ins. 
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This is answered for us in Acts 22: 16 
- our sins are washed awa y when we 
are scripturally baptized. Reve lation 
I :5 tells us what washes away our sins 
a nd Acts 22:16 tel ls us when. 

We are to ld in Romans 6:3-4 that 
we a re baptized into the death of 
C hri st. Christ shed his blood in his 
dea th . There is no o ther way 
mentioned in the Bible to get into the 
dea th of Christ except to be bapt ized 
into his dea th. When one has believed 
in Christ with all of his heart , has 
repented of every sin and confessed 
his fa ith in Christ as the Son of the 
living God, he is then ready to be 
baptized into the deat h of Christ. 
C hri st's blood was shed in his d ea th. 
When we are ba ptized into that dea th, 
C hrist then washes us in his blood a nd 
clea nses us fro m our s ins. 

We a re clearly told in Colossians 
2: II- I 2 that when we are buried wit h 
C hrist in baptism, God operates on us 
a nd cuts off our sins. No s ins are cut 
o ff without the ope ration of God. The 
operation of God is performed when 
we are buried with Christ in baptism. 
We a re raised up through faith in the 
operation of G od. 

T o believe that we are sa ved by the 
blood of Christ is to believe that we 

a re saved by believing in C hrist with 
all of our heart, repenting of our s ins, 
making the good confession and 
being baptized into the death of 
Christ. We are thus washed in his 
blood and saved from our s ins. 

When Saul of Tarsus was told in 
Acts 22:1 6, "Arise and be baptized 
and wash away thy si ns, calling on the 
name of the Lord ," he was to ld 
exactly what it is necessa ry for eve ry 
alien s inne r to d o in order to be saved 
from his si ns. No gospel preacher 
should object to preaching on 
baptism, n or should he object to 
preaching baptism - we preach all of 
the commandmen ts of Christ. 
Whatever Christ has commanded us 
to d o, we need to believe it, d o it a nd 
o btain the blessing which the Lord 
has promised. 

When we are baptized we realize 
that we are pardoned by the power of 
God. We know the water did not 
li terally wash our s ins away. We d o 
not praise the wate r - we praise God. 
It was God who through the blood of 

' 0 Jesus Christ washed away our sms, 
but since God commanded baptism 
as a means of appropriat ing the 
blood, we cannot expect salvati on 
until we h ave ob eye d th e 
commandment to be bapti zed. 
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by: John Pnnla. l r.1 R1cc. Jr .. i\ lac Dca,.:r. Ro~ Dca,.:r. Mc h1n Ell1ott. J amc> 
Davi>. I-red Do.t\ 1\. Hob Jcnt. \ '1rg1l Hale. Garland Ell.1n,, \\'1lltam S . Cltnc. 
Tom Bnght. l:k n \ 1d. Dean 13uchanan. Harr~ Darrov. . l 1nd ~c~ \\'arrcn . 
Thoma~ l:l. \\;men. Dan .Jcnk1m. \\'all~ K 1rb~. J 1mmy I homp~on. \\'alter Pigg. 
Jcffcrc} Stt:\t:n,on. (hark' Pugh . J oe G1lmorc. H. A . Dobb,, Garland 
Rob1m.on. !.con Colr. -1 ern \ 'arncr. Phil Dunn. G rad\ :VI1lkr. :VIax :VI1ller. 
Andrcv. Conna ll~ . Thc,c m~m arc alllatthful gmpcl pr~achcr~. 

You v.1 ll v.Jnt thl' hool..lnr \'l>ur ltbrar~ ht-cau'c tht:rt'l' no other bnol. dcaltng 
v.tth th1' 'UbJCCt matter ;1\atlahk 111 th,· hrothahond: 

FIRM FOL'NOATI01'1 
P. 0. Box 17200 

Pensacola, FL 32523 
1-800-87-4-1804 
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Biblical Studies 
GUben D. Goush. Editor 

i(OVERREADINESS 
TO TEACH AND 
THE ABUSE OF 

SPEECH,, 

(James 3:1-12) 

Leon Cole 

Wherever teachers in the early 
church are mentioned, it is with 
honor. They are ranked with 
prophets in Acts 13: I and mentioned 
only after the apos tles and prophets 
in I Corinthians 12:28. Likely, this 
importance resulted from the ro le of 
the teacher in Judaism. The title 
"rabbi" appears several times in the 
gospel accounts along with other 
titles of similar import: "gram
mateus," tra ns lated scribe (Matt. 
2:4); "didaskalos, "translated teacher 
(Luke 2:46); and "nomodidaska/os, " 
transla ted doctor or teacher of the 
law (Luke 5: 17). All of these were held 
in high esteem by the Jewish 
community resulting in a rather 
strong impulse on the part of many to 
seek one of these positions. 

James wanted those to whom he 
wrote to know if they wanted the 
prestige, honor, and following of a 
teacher they mu st bear the 
responsibi lity, "for unto whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall be much 
required" (Luke 12:48). Thi s 
expression reminds us of the Lord's 
statement about the Pharisees , 
"These shalf receive greater 
damnation" (Mark 12:40) . It is 
implied that teachers have greater 
responsibi lity to God a nd their 
fell owman since· it is alm os t 
impossible to govern the tongue 
completely. James begins with the 
proverbial observation tha t none are 
without sin , "For in many things we 
offend all." and then moves to the 
spec ific sin of which teachers should 
beware. 
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There is no sin into which it is easier 
to fall or one that has gra ve r 
consequences than the sin of the 
tongue. Two examples a re give n to 
illustrate his point: the bit in the 
horse's mouth and the rudder on a 
b oat. Althou g h small , th ese 
instruments control a much larger 
object. Likewise, the tongue - a 
small object - is tremendously 
powerful. It has been suggested that 
James may mean here that if the 
church's ''tongue," i.e., the teacher, is 
properly controlled , the whole church 
will be properly directed. There is 
some merit in this idea since the 
context does discuss teachers. 

Next , Jame s compares th e 
uncontrolled to ngue to a raging forest 
fire. It, too, is wide-ranging and 
destructive. " Words unexpressed 
may sometimes fall back dead, but 
God himself can't kill them when they 
are said ." 

In verse six James emphasizes his 
point with a hyperbole, "And the 
tongue is afire, a world of iniquity: so 
is the tongue among our members, 
that it defileth the whole body, and 
seueth on fire the course of nature; 
and it is set on fire of hell." His point 
is that the tongue is a world of evil 
among the members of one's body. It 
corrupts the whole body a nd spreads 
its evil influence throughout one's 
entire life. The tongue has the abi lity 
to voice eve ry kind of evil feeling and 
thought. In the words of Jesus, "Out 
of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh "( Matt. 12:34). 

In the ingenuity of man all kinds of 
creatures have been tamed; yet the 
tongue is beyond taming. Peter 
confessed Christ as the Son of God 
(Matt. 16:16), a nd with that same 
tongue denied the Lord three times 
(Matt. 26:69-75). But Peter had no 
monopoly on inconsistency. There 
are preachers who stand in pulpits 
and eloquently extol the virtues of 
love and kindness, but who ha rd ly 
extend courteous speech to their 
family. There are those who would 
sing God 's praises on Sunday onl y to 
take His name in vain at work on 
Monday. The most pious of prayers 

may be uttered at worship services 
with every syllab le e nunciated 
properly, but the same tongue will 
relate the lewdest of stories in the 
presence of his companions during 
the week. 

This type of conduct is so 
unnatura l fo r C hri stians, and 
pa rticularly to those who would 
teach , that James uses several 
contradiction s of nature as 
illustrations. It is asked , "Doth a 
f ountain send forth at the same place 
sweet water and biuer? Can the fig 
tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine figs?" The obvious 
answer to these rhetorica l questions is 
no. They vividly show the absurdit y 
of placing one in a position to teach 
without proper qualifica tion . They 
demonstrate the power of the tongue 
and what would happen if one does 
not use it correctly. Matters of this 
nature do not occur in nature, and 
they ought not occur in the 
Christian's life and , especia lly, in one 
who would presume to teach. 

It has been observed tha t there are 
drugs which a re potent poisons, but 
when they are wisely used by doctors 
they become cures. The tongue may 
wound or it ma y soothe - "A word 
f itly spok en is like apples of gold in 
p ictures ofsilver " (Prov. 25:1 1). The 
tongue can accuse and carry bad news 
a nd sow the seeds of distrust; it can 
a lso proclaim the good news of the 
gospel. It may be one of life's ha rdest 
duties, but it is also one of the 
pla ines t: o ur tongue must not 
contradict itself. We should spea k 
only those things we wou ld wish God 
to hea r. 

1535 Christine Cove 
Covington, TN 380 I 9 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Thru August 14. 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5 , 1984 

Send fo r a Brochure 

Jack P. Lewis 

• 

Hard ing G raduate School o f Rel ig ion, 
1000 C herry Rd. Memphis. Tenn. 38117 

Ph . 901-761-1350 801-683-1678 
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Jn I_Jight of the S .. criptures 

INSTRUMENTA.L MUSIC 
IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 

Burton Coffman 

The non-use of instrumenta l music in the worship of 
Christ comes down from the beginning of Christianity. 
The r.ejection of mechanical instruments as any kind of 
appropriate device to be allowed in Christian wors.hip is 
not the peculiar religious position of any parttcular 
church, but it is the origina l position of ALL Christians. 

Such a perversio n of C hristian worship was never 
a llowed during a span of more than half a millennium 
after Christ established his church; and even toda y, 
instruments of music in the worsh ip of God are rejected 
by many religious communions; Jewish , Catholic, ~nd 
Protestant, including: Orthodox Hebrews, Armeman 
Catholic, and a number of minor divisions of both 
Baptist and Methodist d enominations, as well as b.y 
churches of Christ all over the world. The reasons for thts 
rejection are weighty, impressive, and convincing. 

I. T here is no record of instruments of music ever being 
used in Christian worship in the New Testament, the 
mention of harps in Revelation be ing absolutely 
metaphorical. 

2. All New Testament references to music in New 
Testament scriptures ca rry the wo rds s inging, song, or 

songs. In context, this mea ns, "Don't play!" 

3. "God is not worshipped with men 's hands" (Acts 
17:25 AV). 

4 . Even churches that a llow their use are far from 
enthusiastic about it, either restricting the instrume nts to 
be used , or, as in the case of the Catholic High Mass, 
disallowing them altogether. 

5. Instruments of music are in no se nse spiritual. They 
are a perversio n of pure Christianity. 

6 . The whole world in Jesus' times was o ne vast pagan 
orchestra. It was impossible for J es us to have omi tted 
them except by design on his part . 

7. Througho ut hi story, instr uments of music have bee n 
associated with paga n worsh ip ( Dan. 3:4, 5, etc.). 

8. Even in Judaism, the introduction of instruments 
into God's worship received prophetic condemnation 
(Amos 5:23; 6:5) . 

9. If one would "Abide in the doctrine of C hrist" (2 
John 9), instruments of music must be disallowed in 
worship. 

I 0. All of the arguments which a re skillfully ad vocated 
as justification for this historic d epa rture from New 
Testament Christianity a re false. 

2108 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 • 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handl ing. 

~ Attractively desig ned- These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a g lasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable- No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost o nly about a penny per cup. 

~ Sui table for all communion ware: 

J Stil l the same low price of $14.95 per thousand (plus sh ipping) ~\ 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

~Firm Foundation Publishing House P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, Florida 32522 ~ ~ 
t r ~~// r1 Call toll free- 1-800-874-1804 ~::.\ 

~ . 
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. A Minister's 
Wife 

Madene Walker 

A minister's wife is like a rare jewel. 
She is beheld and appreciated in a 
different way by everyone with whom 
she comes in contact. The 
congregation perceives many facets 
of her personality; her husband 
recognizes many facets of her heart; 
God observes many facets of her soul; 
and she comprehends many facets of 
her whole being. 

Each member perceives her in a 
variety of ways. One regards only a 
title, "THE MINISTER'S WIFE," 
and keeps her distance. Another 
discovers a ready source of comfort 
and encouragement when distress 
strikes. Still another observes a 
willing partner when an emergency 
arises. Yet another discerns a 
competent teacher or speaker on a 
half hours notice. They all perceive a 
constant heart of love, hand of 
friendship, and ear of compassion. 

Her husband recognizes and 
appreciates her heart in many shades. 
He discerns her heart breaking when 
she accepts another's grief as her own. 
He regards her heart groping for faith 
when she is hurt or bewildered. He 
discovers her heart bursting with 
passion when he touches her. He 
observes her heart bursting with 
happiness when he has been honored 
either publically or privately. He 
preceives her heart throbbing with 
tenderness and encouragement when 
he is disappointed and discouraged. 
He comprehends her heart's many 
shades, from a siren to a pillar of 
comfort, but he knows this heart is 
constantly over-flowing with love for 
him and the God they both serve. 

God observes and comprehends 
the minister's wife in many tones of 
faith. Only He is allowed to observe 
her innermost being. He discerns her 
fears and struggles when she is faced 
with unjust criticism towards herself, 
her husband, her children, or all. He 
regards her hopes and dreams that 
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she can't share with anyone. He 
perceives her joy when another soul 
becomes a Christian. He discerns her 
devotion to her husband and family. 
He discovers her faith and dedication 
to the Christian life she has chosen. 
He recognizes her soul at peace and 
content with being a Christian wife. 
He hears and answers her prayers. 

She realizes she is seen in many 
different ways by many people and 
knows she is many things to these 
people. She can continue to be these 
different things only when she 
comprehends and understands 
herself- her limits, her capabilities, 
her dreams, her hopes, her fears, and 
her heartaches - and with God's 
help, fuse these different facets of her 
being into a radiant blend of love and 
peace. The beautiful sparkle of 
happiness and productivity tells the 
whole world that she is a woman truly 
blessed. She is a minister's wife. 

104 South Brazos 
Bryan, TX 77803 

HOMECOMING 

Kingsville 

Church of 

Christ 

September 1, 2, 1984 

Call or write for more 

information by 

June 30 

P. 0. Box 886 

Kingsville, TX 78363 

• 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

0 I'm moving. --------1 
(~pprox. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

0 Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

o I'd like to beco~e a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

0 My check is enclosed 
0 Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Foundation mailing 
label here. Mail entire ad to address 
listed, please. 

Mail to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 

For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 
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NEWS RELEASE 

THIRD ANNUAL 
DENTON LECTURES 

PLANNED 

The Pearl St. Church of Christ in 
Denton, TX will host its third major 
annual lectureship November 11-15, 
1984. The THIRD ANNUAL 
DENTON LECTURES will be 
devoted to a study of the book of 
Revelation. A wide variety of 
material will be covered by 30 
speakers from all parts of the nation, 
delivering 39 lectures. The Pearl St. 
elders aim for these lectures to 
provide all who come with 
fundamental and sound Biblical 
teaching to help combat the 
profusion of doctrinal error both 
within and without the church. A 
book of these lectures will be 
published (orders are already coming 
in). The book of the FIRST 
ANNUAL DENTON LECTURES 
(Studies in I Corinthians) was sold 
out in the first edition in less than five 
months and has gone into a third 
edition. Studies in Hebrews 
(SECOND ANNUAL DENTON 
LECTURES) is also much in demand 
as a classic and standard reference 
work. Studies in Revelation is 
expected to be in more demand than 
its predecessors. All of the THIRD 
ADL will also be available both on 
audio and video cassette tapes. 

A special feature of these lectures 
on Revelation will be the daily 
(Monday-Thursday) two-hour 
"Discussion Forum" in which four 
subjects of controversy will be 
discussed. The subjects will be: 
''Eternal Punishment - Extinction 
or Conscious Torment?,""The Great 
Judgment - A.D. 70 or Future?," 
"What Constitutes Scriptural 
Baptism?" and "Who Are 'In the 
Lord~" 

Questions will be allowed and 
encouraged from the audience on 
these topics. Exhibit space is 
available for both commercial and 
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non-commercial interests, subject to 
invitation and/ or approval by the 
Pearl St. elders. Housing in the 
homes of local Christians will be 
provided as long as it lasts. Hook-ups 
for R V units will be provided on the 
church parking lot. For further 
information, inquirie~ may be 
addressed to: Dub McClish, ADL 
Director, 312 Pearl St., Denton, TX 
76201; 817/387-3531, 387-1429. 

EMPLOYMENT: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-
3557. 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
:~ 

• Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four Courses 
• 2,760 Clock Hours 
• V.A.Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Umited Scholarships 

• Strong Bible Emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Be,ing Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BY KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates. Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 

Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B•own Trail, Btorfford lfort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Adverrising in this sedion is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This sedion is designed especially to ac~ommod~te 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seek1r: 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standar• . 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, H 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatives or lrlondaln Alaaka. 
Glenn RandOlph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
74'n. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3630 N. "E'' SL Sunday 9:30 6 10:30 and 6:00P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 ,. Marvin Morrow, Min. 79W282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Clasaroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program lor Wives and Teachers 
ContKt Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Sautley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible ltudy 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 
Wedne*y Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufloy Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 9()4.453-3426 

FuU 2 year P1'091'am, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center SL, V.F.W. HaiL Sunday 
dasn, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989-2539, or 866-
4383. VlsHors Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Brlalol, VIrginia, East Brlatol Church of Christ Jual off 1-81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangelist. 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Frooway (1-10 Weal) 

Houston, Texas no94 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible SCudy 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:30 P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Stroot 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY- POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church moots at 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462..0487. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 s. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartoo, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
testa. Also you may join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
speclalleuona on many aub)ecta. For Free Information write: 
Sunaet Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
PREACHER WANTED: Congregation of 35 members needs 
lull time preacher - prolerably Mil-supporting. 3 bedroom 
home available. Must be able to do personal work. City of 
15,000; basically agricultural oriented; excellent medical 
facilities. Position open lmmadlately. Contract: Church of 
Christ, Box 242, Yankton, SO 57078 or caa collect (605) 665-
5214 Ot 665-1429 or 685-3455. 

Smal south Texu church needs active, rotlred or 10ml-retlred 
minister 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utilities and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Fallurrlu, 
Texu 78355. 

WANTED - Experienced gospel preacher. Small 
congregation. New Building. Preacher's home available. 
Church wants to grow. Contact D. Hershel Wilson, 149 N. San 
GorgonJo Avo., Banning, CA 92220. 

Minister Wantad. Congregation of 125 members with elders 
seeking full-time, dedicated minister to work with 
congregation under oversight of elders In San Benito, TX. Call 
or write Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San Benito, TX 
78586 (512) 399-1732. 

Need preacher at Church of Christ Briggs, TX. Small rural 
town. House I utUitloa fumlahed. Salary Ia $150.00 per week. 
For Information call 5121489-2385 or 2382. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Church of Christ - Delavan, 
Wisconsin. Small congregation In need of full-time gospel 
preacher. Must be experlencad, mature and sell supporting. 
Send resume of tretnlng, experience and references to: Mr. 
Gene Dahlberg, 722 Grove Stroot, Delavan, Wisconsin 53115. 

Write for list of West Coast preacher openings. Hal Moore, 425 
East 1st, Azusa, CA 91702. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
PREACHER AVAILABLE. Experlencad, mature. Dick Norman, 
828 Shenandoah, Plano, TX 75023, (214) 423-1327. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE - Mid-July, 1984. SUnset School of 
Preaching graduate. Husband and wile team heavy on 
personal evangelism. Prefer Southwest U.S. Contact Bob 
Ekman, (405) 672-3857. 

Preacher desires pulpll 13 yrs. experience In mtaalon and local 
work. B.S., M.Ed., Preston Rd. Sch. of Preaching. Also qualified 
for educational ministry or Christian School principal or 
teacher. Wile an experienced elementary teacher In public and 
Christian schooL N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry Ln., Grand Prelrle, 
TX 75050, (214) 842-0856. 

FOR SALE 
BEAVER LOG HOMES: 35 plana or custom design; lovely for 
church or commercial. Member, Log Home Council. SAVE. 
ENERGY EFFICIENT. Plan Book $5 or free Info. GERI'S LOG 
HOME SALES, 'nOD Unda Dr., Ennis, TX 75119; (214) 875-
8640. 

FOR SALE: Full service religious bookstore. Well established. 
Good location. Includes building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792-7n7 during bualneaa hours. After 
hours (214) 832-5203. 

The Case For Tho Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89C postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Agape of South Alabama Ia now accepting resumes for the 
poalllon of caseworker. This work would Involve foster care 
and adoptive 10rvlcea. Please send resumes to Agape, P. 0. 
Box 16414, Mobile, AL 36616. 

Do not give assistance to a Mr. Marcos A. Thucoa from Hawaii 
who claims to be a member of the church. II you need 
Information or can aharo Information concerning him please 
call 713-886-3535 Ot write L. L. Guthrie, 5104 Hulaache SL, 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 

FAMILY RETREAT In scenic Ozark mountains on the beautiful 
Seven Point River at Alton, MO, August 2-4, 1984. Contact 
Arvll Hill, Box 303, Alton, MO 65606 or Don Fuchs, 418 North 
1st SL, Yale, OK 74085. Sponsor: JeH Church of Chrtat, Rt. 1, 
Thayer, MO 65574. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $16,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Call 805-687-8000 Ext. R-6000. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain States Children's 
Home who can love, counsel with, care lor, and have 
understanding lor six to eight neglected and dependent 
children. Houseparents must be dedicated, mature, and stable 
couple In this child care ministry. MSCH Is alluated on 155 
acres along the foothills of the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Salary ,living expenses, transportation tor Homo bualneaa, and 
other fringe benefits are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, 
Superintendent, P. 0. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. 
Telephone (303) 776-6841. · 

How many reUgloua periodicals do you subscribe to? 

Instructors needed to teach Personal Development Couraea. 
Excellent part-time Income poulbllltlea for those willing to 
work. Even greater outreach poulbllltlea and 1011 growth 
rewards. For dotalla and free Information write or call: 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 
Allen Robertson 

Due to a failure to teach on the Lord's Supper, and 
because it has been generally minimized by the 
denominational world,· many people know very little 
about it. Few people understand to whom the Supper has 
meaning, what its purpose is, how often it is to be 
observed, or any of the elementary facts connected with 
it. 

Who Is To Eat The Supper 

There are many theories as to who shall partake of the 
Supper, but the fact remains that only the people of God 
can appreciate this feast. It has no meaning to those who 
are not God's people, just as the Passover had no 
meaning or significance to anyone except a Jew. The full 
meaning of the Supper can be understood and 
appreciated only by one who has been saved by the blood 
of Christ. It is a "memorial", and a memorial has no 
meaning to anyone save as it serves to recall something to 
the memory of people who have reason to be interested in 
the thing "remembered." Thus, even those who are a part 
of the kingdom of God must observe the Supper 
discerningly and understandably to be accepted in God's 
sight (I Cor. 11:23-29). 

The Lord 's· Supper was placed in the kingdom. Christ 
said, "I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
appointed unto me; That ye may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom ... " (Luke 22:29,30). But Jesus told 
Nicodemus that only those who have been ~~born again" 
are in the Lord's kingdom; hence, only those ·"born 
again" can eat at the Lord's table. Paul said, "But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup" (I Cor. II :28). While the Supper is 
truly placed within the kingdom, yet Christ has not 
appointed any man, or any set of men, to determine who 
in the kingdom shall, or shall not, eat at His table. It is 
not a "closed communion" with one another, but is 

"communion" between the faithful believer and his Lord 
(I Cor. 10:16). Forexample,aforeignermaycelebratethe 
Fourth of July along with an American, but he cannot 
appreciate what it means. It does not mean anything to 
him, because it is not a "memorial" of anything in his 
national history. So the man who is not a citizen of the 
Lord's kingdom may indeed eat the physical bread of the 
Lord's Supper, and may drink of the fruit of the vine, but 
his act will be meaningless and empty. He has not truly 
partaken of the Supper. 

Jewish Backgrounds 

The Supper was instituted under the greatest of 
solemnity in connection with the great Jewish feast of the 
Passover. Christ knew that this was to be the last 
Passover he would eat with his disciples, and said to 
them, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with 
you before I suffer" (Luke 22: 15). There is an insep~rable 
connection between the Passover and the Supper. Here, 
in the sacred upper room, the two great institutions 
briefly touched; the old Jewish institution that is passing 
away, and the new institution of Christ which is to last till 
He comes again. 

The Jewish Passover had a most interesting history. 
After God had sent the nine plagues on Pharaoh and the 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

A Call to Arms 
Nahash the Ammonite came in battle array against Israel's Jabesh

gilead. Jabesh-gilead pleaded with him for a covenant instead of an 
attack. Nahash said yes, if all the men allowed him to put their right eyes 
out. Nahash gave them three days to see if anyone in Israel would deliver 
them. Saul, Son of Kish, heard the news and took a yoke of oxen and cut 
it in pieces and sent it through all the borders of Israel. The message he 
sent with it was simple, ''Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after 
Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen" (I Sam. 11 :7). The men of 
Jabesh-gilead were saved by a vast multitude . 

It is interesting to notice how the ancients inspired men for conflict. It 
is said that when some tribes decided to go to war, the last one to return to 
the council with his sword was slain upon his arrival. 

Brethren, is there less a need for battle today? What will it take to send 
into action hordes of righteous preachers and elders and members who 
speak the truth in love (Eph. 4: 15)? What will it take to get us to speak out 
in untrimmed reproof against the weakness and error in and outside the 
church? There was a time when, if a denominational preacher got on the 
radio and attacked the Lord's church, the brethren, especially preaching 
brethren, would stop his mouth with debate challenges. Here, in Austiii, a 
denominational preacher did just that, and when our elders bought the 
following 15 minutes air time for us to daily answer his charges and 
misrepresentations, he bragged that some of our Austin brethren called 
and apologized to him. And their apologies were not due to a flaw in our 
conduct. The distressing truth is, some brethren are so mutinous, they 
actually feel a throbbing pang when the church is defended. 

Our brethren have heard for so long that debates are bad and do no 
good, that any false teacher in the brotherhood can announce the crudest 
false doctrine and feel relatively secure that he won't be challenged to 
defend it. And if challenged to debate, he can smile with a knowing 
twinkle in his eye and say "No thank you," and be certain that he will be 
under no pressure from the brethren. 

The truth is, the brotherhood today is a piece of cake for any false 
doctrine. In many congregations, our people are as unlearned in the Bible 
as the denominations, and many of our preachers are unskilled and 
unblooded in doctrinal warfare. We have the most dangerous false 
teaching that has ever surfaced on marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 
And none of those who teach the alien sinner is not amenable to Matthew 
19:9, or that the guilty party can scripturally remarry will defend their 
doctrines. Why should they? There is no pressure on them. No army has 
taken the field. Our brethren don't insist on a debate. Then one brother 
takes the view that there is no eternal punishment. His book has sold out, 
but no debate has materialized. Another has now claimed the "truth" of 
premillennialism in another book. No debate! 

The cults no longer dread us, and the denominations do not have to 
look over their shoulders any more. We have sermons of pink tea which 
are laced with theatrics and a generous portion of Bartlett s Quotations. 
Where once we had impassioned sermons on salvation, spirituality, 
morality, the church, and undenominationalism, we now have a steady, 
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monotonous tattoo of psychological 
tips on "How to feel good about 
yourself!" 

When Christ walks among the 
candlesticks of today's church, I 
wonder how he feels. He probably 
feels much like a superb general who 
is disappointed in some of his troops. 
In Revelation I: I 6, our war-priest has 
a sharp two-edged sword proceeding 
out of his mouth. I believe it is also 
Christ on the white horse in chapter 6. 
He has a war bow and came 
conquering and to conquer. In 
chapter I 9, he again is on the white 
horse; his garment is sprinkled with 
the blood of conflict, and the armies 
of heaven follow him. 

When we read the gospels, we often 
see Jesus, tender and loving, healing 
the sinsick soul (Matt. I I :28-30). But 
more often he is locked in mortal 
combat (Matt. 23). Paul, also, gave 
way to false teachers ~no not for an 
hour" (Gal. I :4, 5). He was set for the 
defense of the gospel (Phil. I :7). He 
said that elders had to stop some 
mouths (Titus I :9-13), and to be 
vigilant, for grievous wolves would 
enter in among the flock (Acts 20:28-
31). The Holy Spirit told us to 
contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 
3). What gracious words are said of 
Apollos. He greatly helped the saints, 
for "he powerfully confuted the Jews, 
and that publicly" (Acts 18:28). 

Among other things, Paul often and 
fondly alluded to the powerful 
weapons of our warfare which are 
proudly used in the sight of God (II 
Cor. 10:3-5). 

We are not saying that a Christian 
should EVER dispense with love, 
lowliness, longsuffering, meekness 
and even gentleness (2 Tim. 2:23-26). 
But there is also now a time for 
action, reproof, and sharp rebukes 
(Titus I :9-1 I; II Tim. 4: I -5). There is 
N 0 W a time to pick sides, cross the 
line, and follow our war leader. 

What would happen if every 
preacher got back to preaching truth 
in love (Eph. 4: 15)? What if they no 
longer would back down on morality 
and got specific on sin (I Cor. 6:9, 
10)? What would happen if we had 
workshops on fundamentals and 
sound doctrine? What if all our 
preacher schools started courses in 
debate and current Christian issues 
such as marriage and divorce, and 
Crossroadism, or if they all 
incorporated such things in existing 
courses? What would happen if 
brethren began to tell their preachers 
they are weary with silly stuff and 
demand some plain, unvarnished, 
gospel preaching? What would 
happen if elders interviewed 
preachers with questions about 
whether they could occasionally get 
negative, and whether they had the 

courage to preach on dress, modesty, 
dancing, social drinking, gambling, 
"petting," marriage I divorce I 
remarriage, church discipline, 
instrumental music, as well as on Jove 
and on topics which encourage and 
inspire? I know what would happen. 
An army in full retreat would again 
begin to advance into enemy 
territory. We would no longer find we 
had mere pockets of resistance. 

Brethren, let us take up the sword 
of the Spirit (Eph. 6: 17), and let the 
world and false brethren (2 Cor. 
I I :26) hear the dreadful sound of it 
unsheathing. Cast the scabbard 
behind you and advance straight 
forward! There will be some hardship 
(2 Tim. 2:3), and some persecution (2 
Tim. 3: I2). But what a grand privilege 
it is, to stand beside others who fight 
in the heat of the day, in the army of 
the Lord! Would we not rather be 
carried out of the battle on our shield 
than not to have fought!? 

Brethren, the campaign is on! The 
enemy . is mobilized and their 
campfires alight the sky! Our war 
King calls us to close quarters saying, 
~~whosoever cometh not forth ... so 
shall it be done eternally unto him!" 

Jerry Moffitt, Editorial Staff 
8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78745 • 

The Lord's Supper 
(Continued from Page I) 

Egyptians, he promised that there would be one more 
plague - more terrible and more awful than any of the 
nine that had preceded it. This was to be the destruction 
of the firstborn of all living things in the land -both man 
and beast. In order that Israel should not suffer after this 
plague, God commands that a lamb be slain and its blood 
b_e sprinkled on the doo_r-post and the lintels of every 
Israelite dwelling. And God said, "And when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt" 
(Exodus I2:I3). In the long years that followed, the 
Israelites were to teach yearly recurrence of the day. This 
feast was also curiously prospective as well as 
retrospective - the Lamb that was slain each year not 

the cross. In slaying the Passover lamb, not a bone of its 
body should be broken (Exodus I2:46). When the 
Roman soldiers came to the body of Christ upon the 
cross, they did not break his bones (John 19:32-36). 
Hence, the Passover lamb was a type of Christ, who is our 
Passover now (I Cor. 5:7). 

only looked back to the deliverance in Egypt, but looked 
forward also to the ~·Lamb of God" who was to die upon 
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As a law-keeping Jew, Christ faithfully observed the 
Jewish Passover. It was at the Passover feast that he 
instituted the Lord's Supper (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:22-
26; Luke 22: 19-20). After the establishment of the church, 
we find the early Christians observing the Lord's Supper 
faithfully upon the first day of the week (Acts 2:42; 20:7). 

The Purpose Of The Supper 

The Lord's Supper is a memorial service in 
remembrance of Christ. "This do in remembrance of me" 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Lord's Supper 
(Continued from Page 3) 

(Luke 22: 1 9). As one looks the world over, he sees that 
memorials are common, universal. Those memorials may 
be in the form of marble monuments, great buildings, or 
institutions- or special days. The United States has her 
Fourth of July, her Memorial Day, her Labor Day, and 
the other holidays to celebrate great events, great 
persons, or other things to be "remembered". Other 
countries also have their special days of significance, 
recalling things in their national history. Every 
tombstone in every cemetery is a monument to the fact 
that someone has lived, has died- and is remembered. 

As we partake we "remember" his body which was 
offered for us, and his blood which was shed for our sins. 
Not everyone can be a preacher, orally proclaiming the 
gospel of Christ; but every faithful Christian does indeed 
preach a sermon every time he partakes of the Supper, for 
he "proclaims" the Lord's death. "Actions speak louder 
than words" is an adage that is forever true. No sermon 
from the pulpit on this subject, however impassioned it 
might be, can ever speak quite as effectively as the whole 
congregation, in joint participation, solemnly, faithfully, 
and discerningly observing the feast. Here our own faith 
is renewed; our zeal rekindled; our hope brightened: and 
our love deepened. As a memorial of Christ, as a 
proclamation of his death, burial, and resurrection, and 
as a means of remaining spiritually alive and strong, the 
Lord's Supper helps us to enjoy a ''like precious faith" 
with all the redeemed of all ages. So the Lord's Supper is a monument; its observance is 

a memorial service. Those who partake of it, "discerning" 
the Lord's body, have their minds carried back to the trials 
through which Christ passed, to his death on the cross. 

4731 W. College Ave. 
Visalia, CA 93277 •• 

T. B. LARIMORE
BIOGRAPHY BEGUN 

Douglas Foster 

T. B. Larimore has been hailed as 
being among the greatest evangelists 
of the Restoration Movement. Born 
in poverty on July 10, 1843, Larimore 
rose to become one of the most 
beloved men in the brotherhood, 
credited with having converted well 
over ten thousand people during his 
ministry of more than sixty years. 

Although there were few 
educational opportunities available 
to him during his youth in East 
Tennessee, he studied on his own and 
took advantage of every occasion that 
came along. In 1859 he was accepted 
at Mossy Creek Baptist College in 
Jefferson City, Tennessee (today 
Carson-Newman College) and 
finished his studies just before the 
outbreak of the War Between the 
States. 

It was at Mossy Creek that 
Larimore first considered the matter 
of religion. A revival of sorts was 
going on among the students, but 
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young Larimore just could not seem 
to "get religion" in the emotionally 
charged way expected. On a visit 
home during this period, he was 
surprised to discover that his mother 
and sister had been baptized by a 
Restoration preacher from North 
Alabama. "Mother, when did you get 
religion?H he exclaimed. She 
explained that it was not a matter of 
an emotional experience, but an 
acceptance and obedience of God's 
plan of salvation. 

It would be several years, however, 
before Larimore would understand 
and accept the plea of New Testament 
Christianity. First, he joined the 
Confederate army and served as a 
scout in McClellan's Tennessee 
Cavalry. Although he was often in 
dangerous situations, he never had to 
fire a shot, a fact that he later took 
great comfort in. He was captured by 
Federal troops in 1863, and was given 
the choice of going to prison or taking 
the noncombattant oath. He took the 
oath and returned home, but was then 
regarded as an enemy by both sides. 

The situation compelled him to 
move with his mother and sister to 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky in 1864. 
They began attending the small 
church of Christ there, where on July 
10, T. B.'s twenty-first birthday, he 
made the good confession and was 
baptized into Christ. Soon thereafter, 

he began to preach on occasion and 
made the decision that he would 
dedicate his life to the cause of 
preaching Christ. 

In 1866, he went to Franklin 
College to study under Tolbert 
Fanning. After preaching and 
teaching in several places in Alabama 
and Tennessee, he moved in 1870 
near Florence, Alabama to land that 
his wife of two years, Esther 
Gresham, had inherited. Here, 
Larimore established Mars Hill 
College where some of the great 
preachers of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries were 
trained, including J. C. McQuiddy, F. 
C. Sewell, E. A. Elam and F. B. 
Srygley. During the years the school 
operated, Larimore's students went 
out all over North Alabama and 
southern Middle Tennessee every 
weekend to preach the gospel and 
establish churches. The results of this 
activity are still evident today in the 
strength of the church in those places. 

The news of Bro. Larimore's ability 
to present effectively the good news of 
Christ began spreading in an ever 
widening circle. Invitations to hold 
gospel meetings increased every year. 
He was forced to refuse many more 
than he accepted, which caused him 
great anxiety. Finally, in 1887. he 
closed Mars Hill College in order to 
give his full efforts to evangelism. His 
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work took him to half of the states of 
the Union and into several foreign 
countries. He determined that he 
would stay in a place as long as he felt 
that he could do good. His custom 
was to preach twice every week day 
and three times on Sundays. The 
longest and most celebrated meeting 
he ever held was at Sherman, Texas in 
1894. It lasted twenty-two weeks and 
a day, and there were over two 
hundred fifty baptisms. 

In 1907, his wife Esther died after a 
long illness. On January 1, 1911, he 
married Emma Page of Nashville, 
Tennessee, who remained his 
companion until his death. His 
energy seemed unbounded though he 
was in his late sixties. He and Emma 
literally went from Maine to Mexico 
and Canada to Cuba in his 
evangelistic work. 

In 1922, they moved to 
Washington, D. C., where he 
preached for the Fourteenth Street 
congregation until June of 1925, when 
they went to Berkeley, California. He 
continued to preach and hold 

meetings until 1928. While living in 
Santa Ana in the winter of 1928, both 
T. B. and Emm~ caught a rather 
severe case of the flu. In his weakened 
condition, Bro. Larimore fell and 
broke his hip. Everyone thought he 
was on the mend, but on March 28, 
1929, he suffered a heart attack and 
died at his home. 

Written tributes poured in from 
every part of the country, many of 
which were printed in brotherhood 
publications. None of the tributes was 
as tender and meaningful as that 
penned by J. W. Brents. "There has, 
perhaps, never lived a more brilliant 
orator than Brother Larimore. Had 
he chosen any other field of 
endeavor, his name would have been 
written high upon the scroll of fame. 
But, notwithstanding his brilliant gift 
as a speaker, if I should seek to touch 
the secret of his greatness, I believe I 
would lay my hand upon his heart. 
His sympathies, his noble 
heartfulness, ran like a silver current 
through all his life. Perhaps one word 
would say enough: he loved little 
children." 
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T. B. Larimore possessed a gentle 
and loving spirit. He refused to be 
drawn into the bitter spirit which was 
so prevalent during the trying years of 
the division of the Restoration 
Movement. This writer has felt for 
some time that a complete biography 
of this soldier of the cross was needed. 
In connection with graduate studies 
now being completed in Americn 
history, I began such a project a 
couple of years ago. A number have 
responded who remember Bro. 
Larimore. Now that a great deal of 
time is to be devoted to this 
biography, I solicit information from 
others. Accounts of his preaching, 
personal incidents, letters, 
photographs, or any other material 
connected with him, would all help in 
forming a complete picture of this 
great gospel preacher. If you are able 
to supply any such information, 
please contact the writer at the 
address below. 

713 Baugh Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 • 

HOMECOMING 

Kingsville 

Church of 

Christ 

September 1, 2, 1984 

Call or write for more 

information by 

June 30 

P. 0. Box 886 

Kingsville, TX 78363 
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BOOKS BY 
ROBERT R. TAYLOR, JR. 

CHALLENGING DANGERS 
OF MODERN VERSIONS 

$7.00 Pa~r 

A serious study of why 
modern versions pose great 
dangers to God's pe op le . 
Dangers of both a general and 
specific nature are pointed out. 
There are thirteen chapters with 
questions at the end of each 
which make it excellent for Bible 
class work. There are two 
appe ndixes which conta in 
nearly fifty pages of material on 
Isa iah 7: I 4 . 24 I pages. 
Published by Bellview Preacner 
Training School. 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF 
F INAL THINGS 

57.50 Cloth 

There a.re twenty-six chapters 
in this book that deal with 
authority, death. Christ's second 
coming, the resurrection." the 
judgment and eternal destinies. 
Questions at the end make it a 
fine study fqr six month>. 
Published by lambert Book 
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Prohlem Passages 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

"Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall 
save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up" 
(James 5:14, 15). A reader wants to know why we do not 
have elders pray for the sick, anoint the sick with oil, and 
expect God to cure the disease. 

This difficult passage has been explained in the 
following three ways: 

I. The writer is talking about physical ailments, and 
elders m the church should pray over the physically sick 
in the belief that God will provide a cure with or without 
means. 

2. The writer is talking about elders in the first century 
church, when the Holy Spirit, in "dividing to each one 
severally even as he will", endowed some saints with the 
"gifts of healings" and other saints with ''workings of 
miracles". In the first century, elders who possessed either 
of these two gifts of the Spirit did pray for the physically 
sick, anointing them with oil, and the sick were 
supernaturally healed. These gifts, however, were limited 
to the first century and, therefore, we do not have elders 
today with gifts of healing or workings of miracles. 

3. The writer is not talking about physical sickness, but 
about soul sickness. It is proper and appropriate for 
elders in the church today to pray for the penitent, sinsick 
child of God with the absolute assurance that God will 
forgive the sinner. 

Let us examine the three positions and attempt to 
understand what the brother of the Lord is telling us in 
these verses. 

The first position has insurmountable difficulties. If 
God, in answer to the prayer of elders, heals the 
physically sick today, why are saints sick and why do 
some saints die? Why single out the elders? Would the 
earnest, fervent, believing prayer of any righteous person 
have the same effect as the prayer of the elders? What is 
the anointing with oil? What kind of oil? Where can we 
get this oil? 

If God intervenes directly to effect healing of physical 
sickness today, why do some recover from an illness and 
others succumb to the disease? Is God a respecter o( 
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persons with reference to physical sickness? If a person, 
who is physically sick calls for the elders of the church 
and they pray for him, anointing him with oil, and God 
does not heal him, does that mean God does not want the 
man to be healed? If the man, after receiving the prayers 
of the elders, goes to a doctor or surgeon, is he rebelling 
against God? Is he showing a lack of faith? Is he trying to 
get a doctor to do what God does not want to happen? 

The second position also has very great problems. In 
the first century church, the supernatural gifts of the Holy 
Spirit were not limited to elders in the church. The 
spiritual gifts were given, through the laying on of the 
hands of an apostle, to brethren in congregations where 
there were no elders. If James is talking about first 
century spiritual gifts, why does he limit the command to 
elders? Furthermore, there were some elders in the first 
century church who did not have spiritual gifts. What 
were they to do? 

Remember that spiritual gifts, in the beginning of the 
gospel, were for specific purposes: to reveal truth; to 
remember truth; and to confirm truth (please study John 
14:26; 16: 13; I Corinthians 12, 14). It was a temporary 
measure. The gifts were for the purpose of guiding the 
people of God into knowledge of the truth, and to verify 
that truth in the absence of the written word of God. Once 
the revelation was put in written form and certified, the 
gifts were no longer needed and were, therefore, removed. 

Because that was the purpose of gifts of healing in the 
first century, not every believer was healed. Paul, for 
instance, had to carry his infirmity to the grave. 
Trophimus was left at Miletus sick (2 Timothy 4:20). No 
person, even in the first century, was ever healed merely 
for the sake of the healing. God does not promise us 
immunity from trouble or sickness in order to get us to 
follow him. He offers spiritual health and riches if we 
obey him, but he makes no offer of material gain beyond 
each day's supply of bread. 

The third position appears to be the correct 
understanding of the teaching of James. Let us look again 
at the text and the context. 

"Is any among you suffering? let him pray. Is 
any cheerful? let him sing praise. Is any among you 
sick? let him call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save 
him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up~ and 
if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him. 
Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its 
working" (James 5: 14-16). 

What kind of sickness is James talking about in the 
passage? There are at least two kinds of sickness -

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Problem Passages 
(Continued from Page 7) 

physical and spiritual. Paul declared that certain disciples 
in Corinth, in partaking of the Lord's Supper, did not 
discern the body, and adds, "For this cause many among 
you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep. But if we 
discerned ourselves, we should not be judged" (I 
Corinthians 11:30, 31). What is the connection between 
improper eating of the Lord's Supper and being weak, 
sick and sleeping? If thoughtless participation in the 
communion service produces physical sickness, then a 
great host of brethren ought to be in the hospital. Some 
absent themselves from the worship service and, of 
course, do not eat the sacred feast at all, but they enjoy 
good physical health. But if a believer eats the supper in 
an unworthy manner, or refuses to eat, he suffers sickness 
in the soul and separation from God, or spiritual death, 
that is, he sleeps. Paul clearly states that eating the supper 
without discerning the body causes us to be judged. 

Isaiah says of sinful Israel, "Why will ye be still 
stricken, that ye revolt more and more? the whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot 
even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but 
wounds, and bruises, and fresh stripes" (Isaiah I :5, 6). 
The same idea is presented in Micah 6: 13. 

There is, of course, as we learn from the book of Job, 
no necessary connection between sin and physical 
sickness. Many saintly men and women have suffered 
miserable physical ailments, some deformed, some blind, 
and some full of agonizing pain. Their wretched 
condition did not prove them sinners. Little babies, 
innocent and pure, are sometimes beset by grievous 
illness. On the other hand, hypocrites and reprobates 
often have good health. But it is absolutely inescapable 
that a sinful person suffers serious sickness in his soul. It 
was sinsickness that the great physician came to heal! 

James tells the sick man to send for the "presbuteros" 
of the church; and they are to pray over him. Please 
remember that it is the primary duty of elders to watch in 
behalf of the souls of the saved (Hebrews 13: 14); they are 
to feed the flock (Acts 20:28); and, they are the spiritual 
leaders of God's elect (I Peter 5: 1-4). 

The fact that elders of the church are to be sent for, 
ought to tell us something about the reason for calling 
them. 

The elders also are to anoint the soul-diseased person 
with oil. It is said that Jehovah anointed Jesus "with the 
qil of gladness above thy fellows" (Psalm 45:7). God also 
anointed Jesus ''with the Holy Spirit and with power" 
(Acts 10:38). Jesus was anointed of Jehovah to preach 
good tidings to the poor (Isaiah 61: I; Luke 4: 18). Paul 
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says that he and his associates were established and 
anointed for the purpose of preaching salvation and the 
promises of God (2 Corinthians I: 19-22). The word 
anoint usually carries with it the idea of pouring or 
rubbing, and frequently oil is implied - certainly 
something had to be poured or rubbed. 

Please sharpen your attention! "And ye have an 
anointing from the Holy One, and ye know all things" (I 
John 2:20). "And as for you, the anointing which ye 
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
one teach you; but as his anointing teacheth you 
concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even 
as it taught you, ye abide in him" (I John 2:27). 

John says that the anointing brought knowledge and 
teaching, and caused the receiver to abide in Jesus. Jesus 
abides in us according as his word is in us (John I 5:3, 7). 

The Bible says that teachers have an anointing and that 
they, in turn, anoint. The word oil, in Bible usage, 
sometimes means a blessing, even the blessing of a 
revealed word from God. 

If a brother realizes that he has been overtaken in a 
trespass, he is to send for the elders of the church - his 
spiritual advisors, leaders and guides - and they are to 
pray over the penitent, teaching and strengthing him by 
the power of the gospel (anointing him with oil), and God 
will raise him up, i.e., forgive him. Notice that James 
specifically says, "if he have committed sins, it shall be 
forgiven him." In verse sixteen, he goes on to discuss 
confessing your faults one to another and praying one for 
another. Notice, too, verses 19 and 20: "My brethren, if 
any among you err from the truth, and one convert him; 
let him know, that he who converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
cover a multitude of sins." 

Please write to me if you are puzzled by some passage 
of scripture and would like for me to study it with you. 

11815 Double Tree 
Houston, TX 77070 
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A COMMENDATION 
Victor M. Eskew 

"And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified" (Acts 20:32). This commendation was spoken 
by Paul to the elders of Ephesus when giving them his last 
words of exhortation and farewell. This statement 
contains information which all elderships, preachers, and 
congregations need to hear. 

Congregations are always seeking ways to build the 
membership of the church. Numbers seem to be vastly 
important to most elderships and preachers .. The 
question is so often asked: "How do we build up the 
congregation numerically?" The question is answered by 
Paul in Acts 20:32. It is God, and the word of his grace, 
which will build up the number of members of the church. 
Paul showed the importance of God when increase is 
needed: 

"Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man? I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but 
God gave the increase. So then 
neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase" 
(I Cor 3:5-7). 

This is not to say that preachers are not needed, for there 
must be the preaching of the word of grace: 

"For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher?" 
(Rom. 10:13-14) 

Paul's attempt in Corinth was to end the divisions that 
had crept up in the body. "Preacheritis" was the cause of 

those divisions, and Paul wanted them to realize that, 
regardless of who taught them the gospel, all were added 
by God, and because of God, to the saved. 

The word of grace is also needed in order to build up 
congregations numerically. It is sad to see so many of 
our congregations striving to grow through the use of 
gimmicks and gadgets and entertainment. Paul said that 
it is the word which can build us up. In time past, we grew 
by leaps and bounds. Today, however, the tide has 
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changed, and the churches of Christ are far down the list 
in terms of growth. What has made the difference? Men, 
rather than doing things God's way, have turned to 
denominationalism and the speculations of their own 
minds. Rather than preaching "Thus saith the Lord," 
philosophy, psychology, and sociology are bei-ng 
proclaimed from the pulpit. In some areas, preaching is 
something which was a fad of the past. Yet, "it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe" (I Cor. 1:21). We will not grow, as the early 
church did, until we return to the Book of God. As if one 
reads the book of Acts, he will see that the word preached 
was that which caused additions to the body. 

It is also God, and the word of his grace, that will build 
up the membership spiritually. In Acts 2:42, those new 
Christians "continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." Paul, in writing to Timothy, noted the 
importance of the Scriptures: 

~~All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works" 
(II Tim. 3: 16-17). 

The purpose of receiving the sincere milk of the word is in 
order that we may grow thereby (I Pet. 2:2). A failure to 
study and feed upon the word will result in the stagnation 
of growth, and ultimately, in spiritual death. Paul was 
seeking to remove this condition when writing to the 
Hebrew Christians: 

''For when the time ye ought to 
be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again which be the 
first principles of the oracles 
of God; and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of 
strong meat. For every one that 
useth milk is unskillful in the 
word of righteousness: for he 
is a babe. But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of 
full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good 
and evil" (Heb. 5:12-14). 

Ignorance in the church can be found more and more. 
Children are ignorant of first principles. Parents, too, are 
ignorant of the same. This ignorance is destroying the 
body of Christ. We will be built up, only if this tide is 
turned, and we once again become a people of the Bible. 
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Paul noted, as well, that it is God a nd the word of His 
grace which can give us a n inheritance among them which 
are sanctified. God offered the means through the death 
of His Son, Jesus Christ (J ohn 3: 16). He also provided, in 
His word , a plan whereb y men could appropriate the 
benefits of that death (Rom. 1: 16- 17). Men must now 
obey the gospel before J esus can become their Savior 
(Heb. 5:8-9). Obedience involves hea ring the gospel 
(Rom. I 0: 17); believing that Christ is the Son of God 
(J ohn 8:24); repenting of sins (Luke 13:3); confessing the 
name of Christ (Matt. 10:32); and being baptized for the 
remission of sins (Mark 16: 16; Acts 2:38). Then, a nd on ly 
then, will we receive the benefits of Christ's death. 
If we live faithfully to that word until death (Rev. 2:10), 

we wi ll have an inheri tance amo ng them that are 
sanctified. 

Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, EditM 

TRUE AND 
FALSE 

WISDOM 
James 3:13-18 

Keith B. Cozort 

Our study is from James 3: 13-1 8. 
James is addressing his letter to "the 
twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad" (James I : I) . This is 
figurative to include a ll Christians , 
whether their background was Jewish 
or Gentile. In chapter 3 James turns 
his attention to "masters"or teachers. 
This is the context from wh ich our 
stud y comes. 

Our text reads: "Who is a wise man 
and endued with knowledge among 
you? let him shew ou t of a good 
conversat ion hi s work s with 
meekness of wisdom. But if ye have 
bitter envying and strife in your 
hearts, glory not, and lie not against 
the truth. This wisdom descendeth 
not from above , but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. For where envying 
and strife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work . But the wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good 
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fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. And the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace of 
them that r.1ake peace." 

In verse 13, James asks the 
questi on, "Who is a wise man and 
endued with knowledge among us?" 
It seems evident that there we re some, 
with whom J a mes was acquainted , 
who were claiming to be wise 
and filled with knowledge, but 
were not living so as to exemplify it. 
In fac t, since they were not "of a good 
conversation" (manner of life) they 
were therefore, neither wise nor 
endued with knowledge (under
sta nding - A.S. V.). James says that 
o ne who i s wi se and has 
understanding will show it in his life, 
with works of "meekness of wisdom." 

He continues to show tha t one who 
has "bitter envying and strife in his 
heart" does not have true wisdom 
from God. This type of attitude is not 
condoned or endorsed by God . In 
fact, James states that this wisdom 
does not come down from above, but 
is "earthly," because it originated on 
the earth and not in heaven. He also 
describes this attitude as "sensua l"; 
literally, it is an a nima l nature. 
He also describes this attitude as 

"devilish" or of the nature of demons. 
These attitudes cause "confusion" 
a nd "G od is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace" (I Cor. 
14:33). Therefore, God d oes not look 
fa vora bl y on one who claims to have 
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wisdom from above but conducts his 
life so as to demonstrate his lack of 
true wisdom. 

In verse 17, James begins to show us 
what true wisdom involves. First, 
notice that true wisdom is from above, 
therefore, originating with God. It is, 
according to James, "first pure." 
Remember that James has been 
discussing one who claims to have 
true wisdom, but by his life shows that 
his wisdom is false. For one to have 
true wisdom, he must have pure or 
uncontaminated wisdom. This will be 
demonstrated in the life of the indi
vidual, and will not be hypocritical in 
nature. It is then "peaceable." A 
person must strive for peace, both 
within himself, and with those that 
are around him. There are those who 
strive for peace, but at the expense of 
purity. This should not be so. The two 
must go hand in hand in order for this 
wisdom to be from God. Next, it is to 
be "gentle, and easy to be entreated." 
The word "gentle" carries the idea of 
"suitable, fair, reasonable, mild, 
and patient." James, by inspiration, 
states that the true wisdom, that is 
from the heave nly Father , is 
reasonable a nd fair in deali ngs with 
others. He continues by saying that it 
is "easy to be entreated ." The Greek 
word used here means "eas ily 
persuaded." Therefore, it carries the 
idea that one with wisdom from 
heaven is willing to listen and 
consider reasonable arguments, but 
always wit h the idea of trying to 
determine what is true and right in 
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order to "Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good" (I Thess. 5:21). 

James has been discussing attitudes, 
but now he begins writing a bout 
conduct or works that demonstrate 
this true wisdom. He begins by 
recording that it is "full of mercy and 
good fruits." The word "mercy" 
means compassion. One who is "full 
of mercy" is full of compassion and, 
therefore, desires to help those who 
are in need. We have so many in the 
church today who need to remember 
what James says is involved in true 
wisdom. There are many who lack the 
desire to help those who are in need, 
whether in or out of the church. 
James informs us that one full of 
compassion will produce "good 

THE POWER 
OF GOD 

Don Walker 

In Ephesians 3:21, we learn that the 
purpose of the church is to glorify 
God. In Ephesians 3: I 0 we read, "To 
the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God." This, 
friend, is "according to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3: II). In light of 
God's purpose for her, and the price 
given to purchase her (Acts 20:28; 
Eph. 5:25), we see the glorious nature 
of the church. When Saul of Tarsus 
persecuted the church (Acts 8: I; Gal. 
I: I3), he persecuted Christ (Acts 9:4). 
As we read the exclusive language of I 
Corinthians 12:20, there is "yet but 
one body," and the singular language 
of Jesus in Matthew 16:18, we 
become saddened at the multitude of 
denominations in the world today. 
Yet even sadder is the division within 
the glorious body. To the dedicated 
servant of Christ this ought to be an 
abomination (Prov. 6: IO). 

As we ponder the situation, we 
come into contact with one passage 
which seems to be the answer to this 
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fruits." Such is the logical conclusion 
for one truly concerned about helping 
others. This conduct will be "without 
partiality" (variance - A.S.V.). To 
be "without partiality" is to be firm or 
stable in one's views concerning truth 
and God's will. Many are like the 
children of Israel to whom Elijah 
spoke at Mt. Carmel in I Kings 18:21 
when he asked them, "How long halt 
ye between two opinions?" True 
wisdom is not "wishy-washy." Also, it 
is "without hypocrisy." In the first 
century, a hypocrite was an actor who 
wore a mask. James is telling the 
Christians that one who has true 
wisdom does not wear a mask to 
make people think he is something, or 
someone, he is not. 

horrible crime against God and the 
church. Please notice I Corinthians 
2:4, 5. "And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power: That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God." 

There are those who would have 
you believe that unity is found 
somewhere between "unity at any 
price" and "doctrine at any price." 
Paul wrote, "Now I beseech you. 
brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment" (I 
Cor. I: IO). To the church in Philippi, 
Paul again emphasized, ''Fulfill ye my 
joy, that ye be Iikeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind." The truth is that unity must 
have a basis or foundation, and that 
foundation is the doctrine of Christ. 
"Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 
Paul's desire was that the faith of 
converts would stand in ''the power of 
God"(I Cor. 2:5).lnRomans I:I6-I7, 
he tells us that the gospel is God's 

Finally, in verse 18, James states, 
"And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make 
peace." The "fruit of righteousness" is 
that fruit which is produced by right 
doing. There are few of us, I hope, 
who want fruit at any cost. Normally 
we onlv desire fruit which is obtained 
honestly. This is truly the only way 
we, as Christians, can be proud of our 
labors. This fruit is to be sown, but it 
is to be "sown in peace." The fruit 
naturally produces seed which, in 
turn, will eventually produce more 
fruit. Such is also to be the case in 
Christianity. 

What kind of wisdom do you have? 

Rt. 3, Box 330 
Steele, MO 63877 • 

power to save. "For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; ... For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed." As 
we study I Corinthians I5: I-4, we see 
that when Paul declared the gospel, he 
spoke of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ." Yet, are 
we to conclude that these three facts 
are the totality of the Gospel? In 
Galatians 2:14, we see some who were 
not walking uprightly according to the 
truth of the Gospel. In fact, Paul will 
write to the church in Ephesus and 
say, "'In whom ye also trusted after 
that ye heard the word of truth. the 
gospel of your salvation" (Eph. I: 13). 
To preach the .. gospel" is to preach 
the .. word of Truth." Thus, our faith 
must be in God's power, His gospel, 
His Word (John 1:1, 14). Only a 
strong. non-compromising. 
unyielding. ··doctrine only" preaching 
and teaching will provide unity with 
God and saints. May we all call. and 
demand. that preachers and teachers 
''preach the word; be instant in 
season. out of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). 
Give us the doctrine of Christ. the 
firm foundation, at all cost. that we 
may have unity with the Father and 
Son and brethren. 

815 Sherman Ave. 
Corona, CA 91 720 
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WORSHIP IS DOING 
WHAT GOD 

COMMANDED 
Burton Coffman 

Worship Defined 

All five of the New Testament words translated 
worship indicate that worship is an act, not some kind of 
subjective feeling. 

Proskuneo means to bow down toward and is used of 
worship of God (Matt. 4: 10), Christ (Matt. 2:2), a man 
(Matt. J 8: 16), the dragon (by men) (Rev. 13:4), the beast 
(Rev. 13:8), the image of the beast (Rev. 13: 15), demons 
(Rev. 9:20), or the worship of idols (Acts 7:43). 

Sebomai means to revere, stressing the feeling of 
awe; but it is used of reverencing God (Matt. 15:9), and 
also of reverencing a goddess (Acts 19:27). 

Sebazomai similar in meaning to Sebomai, means to 
"honor religiously" (Rom. I :25). 

Latreuo means to userve" or render "religious service 
to" (Phil. 3:3; Acts 7:42; 24:14 in some versions). 

Eusebeo means "to act piously toward." 

Thus, all of the New Testament words rendered 
"worship" confirm the usual dictionary definition of 
"worship" as a transitive verb, meaning "to pay an act of 
worship toward," "to venerate," or ~~to adore." It is 
always associated with doing, rather than with feeling. 

The notion that worship is some kind of"communion 
with God" is false. The action in worship, according to 
the New Testament words cited above, whether presented 
to God, or to idols, is exactly the same; therefore, since 
communion with a dumb idol is impossible, the words 
cannot indicate any kind of communion with God, 
except in the most poetic and romantic sense. 

Contrary to these facts is the hurtful idea that"worship 
is just an attitude of mind." Crandell, in the ISBE, 
asserted that, "Worship is not a physical or material 
offering, but an attitude of mind." This cannot be true. 

Such things as the public assembly of Christians, the 
Lord's Supper, the giving of money to support the faith, 
and even praying and singing, all given by the New 
Testament as essentials of Christian worship. These are 
actions, not mere mental attitudes! Giving, for example is 
a duty impossible to discharge merely by an attitude of 
mind. 

Once the idea is received that worship is not anything 
that men do, but merely a subjective attitude, the 
corollary inevitably follows that whatever is done has no 
connection with worship. Crandell stated it thus: 
"Anything that stimulates ... the worshipful spirit is 
legitimate." This would justify every innovation ever 
dreamed of, or that might be dreamed up later! Such is 
obviously a false philosophy to be avoided at all cost. 

2108 Bra nard 
Houston, TX 77098 

SUNDAY IS 
SPECIAL 

Edwin Myers 

Sundays should always be special 
to the Christian. It was the day our 
Lord was resurrected, the day the 
church was established, and the day 
the early Christians met regularly to 
partake of the Supper in order to 
remember the suffering of the Lord. 
What a blessing we have been given! 
We can begin each week fellow
shipping with those of like faith, 
encouraging each other as we worship 
our Lord, and then going forth to 
show His grace in our lives. 

The singing, the Bible classes, and 
all the activities center around our 
commitment to the One who died for 
us. He is one to be praised, honored, 
and glorified as we come together. As 
we do so, we should be built up for 
having come. We should be 
encouraged in our sojourn on the 
earth. Yes, there are even times when 
we should be rebuked for sin in our 
lives. But it is more of an exhortation 
to positive worship, than it is a 
commandment rebuking absentee-

"Safely thro' another week, 
God has brought us on our way; 
Let us now a blessing seek, 
Waiting in His courts today: 
Day of all the week the best; 
Emblem of eternal rest. " 

As we assemble, let us always be 
aware of what great things He has 
done for us, and how great our debt is 
to Him whodiedonthatcrossforyou 
and me. 

FIRM FOUNDA liON-JUNE 26, 1984 

ism. Southside Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 66 

Some years ago, reflecting on the Rogers, Arkansas 72756 
privileges of worship together, John 
Newton wrote: 
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PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G./. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarshtps Ava ilable 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526·7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 

Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
EDDIE WHITTEN, Director/ Administrator 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tu ition 
Approved for VA Benefits "What" and " How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
for lnlormallon •nd Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 Boown Trail, Beriforri lfort Worth). Tex>s 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

Group Hospitalization: 
Strength in Numbers. 

FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have. or can't 
get. adequate health coverage: ministers. secretaries. teachers. staff 
members. day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees· Association was formed. combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees· Association. contact: 

COME WITH US 
Holy Land 

Thru August 14. 1984 

Oberammergau 
July 5, 1984 

Send for a Brochure 

Jack P. Lew1s 
Harding Graduate School o f Religion. 

1000 Cherry Rd . Memphis, Tenn. 3811 7 
Ph. 90 1-761-1350 801-683-1678 

WANTED: 
School Administrator, 

Pre-School - Middle School 
experience. A lso teachers 
Grades K- Middle School for 
84-85 School year. Send 
resume and photo to: Rocky 
Mountain Christian School, 
c/ o Dave Henson, 3010 E. 
Asbury Avenue, Denver, CO 
80210. 

CEA 
Christian 
Employees' 
Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 
Salado. Texas 765 71 
817-94 7-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth. Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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c L A s s I F I E D 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. Special discount: For ads running 6 months or 

more, pre-paid, the cost is $1.50 per line. This section is designed especially to accommodate 
congregations advertising meeting places, preachers seeking work or congregations seekiro· 
preachers. Other church related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standar• · 
Send all correspondence to: Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 
32522 

DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relatlvea or lrlenda In Alaska. 
Glenn Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3630 N. ME'' SL Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wed. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793.0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,168 Clasaroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangellam - Millions 

Complete Program lor Wives and Teachers 
Contact Warren Wilcox, Director 303·986·5800, 2707 s. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saulley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible atudy 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednnday Bible atudy 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saulley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453·3426 

Full2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
clauea, 10:15; Worship, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2539, or 866-
4383. Vlsltora Welcome. Write about newcomers to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Brlalol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just orr 1-81 
botwoen Exit 3and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1-703-669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 
P.M., Wednnday Bible Study 7:00P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangellal 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1-10 West) 

Houston, Texas no94 
(713) 492-1219 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M. Jim Oobbl, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davia, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church moots at 112 
Montgomery SL Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462-D467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church.ol Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee, Evangelist 

SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACHING courses by 
Corrnpondence. Programmed tapea with written material and 
tnt.. Alao you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
apeclalleaaona on many subjects. For Frve Information write: 
Sunaet Church of Christ, 2432 27th Sl, Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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PREACHERS WANTED 
A congregation of 65 members In Boone, NC Ia aeeklng a full
time minister. Located In a friendly and growing community ot 
12,000, local state supported college of 10,000, good public 
schools and surrounded by the beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Should one and hla family desire to grow together 
In Christ as a part or thla congregation, please send a resume 
.-cd a caaaelle tape ot a recent sermon to: Boone Church of 
Chrlal, Minister Search, P. 0. Box 1265, Boone NC 28607. 

PREACHER WANTED: Congregation or 35 members needs 
full lime preacher - prefera!)ly sell-supporting. 3 bedroom 
home avallablo. Must be able to do porsonat work. CHy or 
15,000; basically agricultural oriented; excellent medical 
facilities. Position open Immediately. Contract Church of 
Christ, Box 242, Yankton, SO 57078 or call collect (605) 865-
5214 or 665-1429 or 665-3455. 

Small south Texas church needs active, retired or semi-retired 
minister 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utlntlea and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrlaa, 
Texas 78355. 

Minister Wanted. Congrogatlon of 125 membora with elders 
seeking full-lime, dedicated minister to work with 
congregation under oversight of elders In San Benito, TX. Call 
or write Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San Bonito, TX 
78586 (512) 399-1732. 

PREACHER NEEDED: Church of Christ - Delavan, 
Wisconsin. Small congregation In need of full-lime gospel 
preacher. Must be experienced, mature and sell supporting. 
Send resume of training, experience .-cd references to: Mr. 
Gene Dahlberg. 722 Grove Street, Delavan, Wisconsin 53115. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
PREACHER AVAILABLE. Experienced, mature. Dick Norman, 
828 Shenandoah, Plano, TX 75023, (214) 423-1327. 

Preacher desires pulpit. 13 yrs. experience In mlaalon and local 
work. B.S., M.Ed., Preston Rd. Sch. of Preaching. Also qualified 
for educational ministry or Chl1atlan School principal or 
teacher. Wile an experienced elementary teacher In public and 
Christian school. N. Shelton, 362 Blueberry Ln., Grand Prairie, 
TX 75050, (214) 642.0856. 

HELP WANTED 
CHRISTIAN NEUROLOGIST In solo private practice looking 
tor partner, BE, EEG, EMG. Please reply: 802 Main Stroot, 
Melroao, MA 02176, (617) 665-3972. 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MATH/SCIENCE TEACHER: 
MaltVSclence position tor experienced toacher (5-6 years). 
Responsible for courses, activities, and units ot Instruction 
designed to contribute to the common and specialized 
mathematic and scientific needs or aecondary achoolaludenb. 
MaJor emphasis will be given to advanced grade levels. 
Teachora with leu experience may submH application. 
Contact: J. Reggie Reynolds, 333 Pines Road, Shreveport LA 
71119, (318) 631.0939, Shreve Christian School, Shreveport, 
LA. Established 1970, Grades K-12, Enrollment 400. 

CUSTODIAN NEEDED - would prefer active retired or semi
retired couple. House and Salary. Contact Central Church of 
Christ, 607 McUah, Ardmore, OK 73401, 405·223-3289. 

FOR SALE 
BEAVER LOG HOMES: 35 plana or custom design; lovely for 
church or commercial. Member, Log Home CounciL SAVE. 
ENERGY EFFICIENT. Plan Book $5 or free Info. GERI'S LOG 
HOME SALES, 2700 Linda Dr., Ennis, TX 75119; (214) 875-
8640. 

FOR SALE: Full service religious bookstore. Well ntabllahed. 
Good location. Includes building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792-m7 during bualneaa hours. After 
hours (214) 832-5203. 

The Case For The Christian Policeman 
Terry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + 89C postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BAD ACOUSTICS? Send SASE with problem to Dr. E. Wells, 
PE, 712 Kilkenny SL, Hamlavlllo, AL 35805. 

FREE 1984 Tract Catalog. Write to Haun Publishing Co., P. 0. 
Box 3426, Pasadena, Taxa 77501. 

FAMILY RETREAT In scenic Ozark mountains on tho beautiful 
Eleven Point River at Alton, MO, August 2-4, 1884. Contact 
Arvfl Hill, Box 303, Alton, MO 65606 or Don Fuch1, 418 North 
1st SL, Yale, OK 74085. Sponsor. Jeff Church of Christ, Rl1, 
Thayer, MO 65574. 

FOR SALE: A 1 acre cabin aile adJacent to a Christian youth 
camp, located In S.W. Colorado Rocky Mountains. Good 
fishing, hunting, etc. L. V. McKee, Box 1029, Cortez, CO 81321. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $16,559 - $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Cat1805-687-6000 Ext. R-6000. 

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED at Mountain Statn Chlldren'a 
Homo who can love, counsel with, care for, and have 
understanding lor alx to eight neglected and dependent 
children. Houseparenta must bo dedicated, mature, and stable 
couple In lhla child care ministry. MSCH Ia situated on 155 
acres along the foothills of the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Salary, living expenses, transportation for Home business, and 
other fringe bonetlts are provided. Contact Earl Herrington, 
Superintendent, P. 0. Box 1097, Longmont, CO 80501. 
Telephone (303) n&-6841. 

How many religious periodicals do you aublcrlbe to? 

INVESTIGATEJ The Firm Foundation tries to screen 
advertising, and will not knowingly · take queallonable 
adVertising. But It Ia the reader's reaponalbiUty to Investigate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwHtlngly run an 
unworthy ad. Aa tho old saying gon, before you lnvnt, 
lnveatJgatel 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be bffled 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 16:16. A book byBIIIIJamea reviewing 
many ol the Important events In tho brotherhood over the last 
couple of yeara and detailing the prvsent situation In each 
country and state. Coal $10 postpaid. Order from BIIIIJamoa, 
Box 884, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the care or children and lamlllnln 
services being expanded at High Plains Children's Homo and 
Family Services, Inc. AppllcaUona are being accepted for. 
Houseparenta, Social Workers, Director ol Social Services 
(MSW required), Campus Manager. AttracUve salary and 
benefit.. Contact Byron Nichola, P. 0. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texas 79114-7448. Telephone (806) 355-6588. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74601. 

SINGLES- For nat of those desiring to correapond wHh other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box 997, Perry, 
OK 730n. Indicate whether you would llke to be Included on 
llaL Give age - optional. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write tor free leather 
samples and prtcn. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 
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FIRM FOUNDATION LECTURESHIP 
September 9-12, 1984 

Theme: 
''The Firm Foundation of God Standeth'' 

Sunday, September 9th 
9:00 AM - The All Sufficiency of the Scriptures ........ Ray Peters 

10:00 AM - The Nature of Christ ...................... John Priola 
6:00 PM -The Weapons of Our Warfare Are Not Carnal . W. S. Cline 
7:00 PM - The Firm Foundation of God Standeth ..... H. A. Dobbs 

Monday, September 10th 
9:00 AM - The Mighty Works and Wonders God Did by 

Christ .................................... Mark Lewis 
10:00 AM - The Worship Authorized in Scripture .... Barry Hatcher 
11:00 AM - The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the 

Word .........•........................ Perry Cotham 
1:30PM- The Inspiration of God's Inerrant 

Word ............................. Ernest Underwood 
2:30 PM - The Unity of All Believers ................. Bill Jackson 
7:00PM- The Case for Christianity ................. Tom Warren 
8:00 PM- God's Revelation of Himself to Man ......... Jim Dobbs 

Tuesday, September 11th 
9:00AM- A Personal Devil- The Enemy of God ..... W. R. Craig 

10:00 AM - The Necessity of Righteousness . . . . . . . . Gary Workman 
11:00 AM- Exalting Christ and His Word .......... Johnny Ramsay 
1:30PM- The Resurrection, Ascension and Present Rule of 

Christ. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Jackson 
2:30 PM - The Triumph of Good Over Evil. . . . . . . . . . Dub McClish 
7:00 PM - The Undenominational Nature and Exclusiveness of 

The Lord's Church ..................... Garland Elkins 
8:00 PM - The Militant Church Under The Great 

Commission ............................. Joe Gilmore 

Wednesday, September 12th 
9:00AM -The Way of Escape .................... Gilbert Gough 

10:00 AM -The Effectiveness of Restoration Principles .. Max Miller 
11:00 AM - The Faith of Abraham, The Courage of Elijah, and The 

Steadfastness of Job ...................... Curtis Cates 
1:30PM- Absolute Knowledge- Is It Possible? ..... Mac Deaver 
2:30 PM - The Grace and Law of God ............... Jerry Moffitt 
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THE BIBLICAL ELDERSHIP: 
KNOWING AND GROWING 

Bill Jackson 

In many previous lessons, we have had occasion to 
mention that the eldership is the key, in the various 
congregations, to solving the many problems in the 
church as a result of liberalism. Indeed, in the liberalism 
of our day, and in a look back at various problems the 
church has faced in her history, many of these problems 
would not have developed had the church been blessed 
with godly, scriptural elders. We do not indict the elders 
as those who caused the problems, for in so many 
instances it has been the preachers, or non-spiritual 
members, or a Bible class teacher who has been at the 
heart of the problem. However, it must still be said that 
the elders share in the responsibility for the damage done 
in the congregation, and to the Lord's cause over the 
brotherhood, because the elders control the pulpits and 
the Bible school classrooms. A teacher is there by their 
permission, and he remains there with their permission; it 
is also true that the preacher f teacher will be gone when 
they say so. If he is teaching error, he cannot continue 
from that platform unless they allow it to be so. 

Therefore, we say that if more elders had been true 
guardians of the flock (Heb. 13: 17), and concerned about 
the food given to those souls under their care and 
oversight (Acts 20:28), false teachers and hobbyists 
would have been put in their place very early on, and thus 
the congregation would have been spared much pain and 
misery. True "tenders of the flock o,f God" (I Pet. 5: 1-4) 
are watchful and alert men; men of God, spiritual and 
working! 

We want to focus on two areas as pertains to the 
Biblical eldership, and we simply put the matter in these 
two terms: Knowing and Growing. Let us look at each of 
these, and make some comments: 

(I) Elders must know. Obviously, a man appointed as 
an elder cannot be a novice (I Tim. 3:6). The 
qualifications set forth by the apostle Paul (I Tim. 3 and 
Titus I) then assures that men thus appointed will be 
spiritual men, who are blameless in character. But more: 
Theirs must not only be a blameless character, with time 
spent in the service of the kingdom, but they must be 
knowledgeable concerning the word of God. To Titus, 
Paul put it in these words: "Holding fast the faithful word 
as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers" 
(Titus 1:9). Here, elders are set forth by Paul as men who 
are skillful in the use of the Scriptures, and they can 
equally exhort, encourage and up build the saints of God 
as well as rebuke, condemn and give answer to the false 
teacher or divisive worker. 

Indeed, elders must know. But they must know more 
than the Word. If they are to be true shepherds, and 
pastors, and guardians, they must have such interest in 
the kingdom and in the safety of the souls in their charge 
that they would want to know of any wolves prowling 
about. Paul instructed the Ephesian elders in this very 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Editorial ... 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 
IN PREACHING CHRIST 

In Acts 11:20, 21 Luke tells, in a very simple manner, one of the 
greatest events in the history of the church;" And some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which when they were come to Antioch, spake 
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord 
was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord." 
This was a great stride forward in the development of the church and the 
carrying out of the great commission. It took a vision to overcome the 
scruples of Peter, to impel him to preach to the household of Cornelius, 
and in so doing he greatly offended some of his brethren in Jerusalem. 
But in the case before us, men of no note in the church, whose very names 
have perished in the dust of time; men with no official among them, with 
no vision to impel them, with perhaps no precedent to encourage them, 
with nothing but the truth in their minds and the impulse of Christ's love 
in their hearts, solved the problem of the preaching of the gospel to the 
heathen, and did with enthusiasm the very thing that there had been such 
a serious question about in Jerusalem. 

In the verse just preceeding the above text, we read, "They which were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution thai arose aoout Stephen traveled 
as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch preaching the word to none 
but unto the Jews only." This is almost a verbatim repetition of words in an 

'earlier chapter, and evidently suggest that the writer is returning to that 
point of time, in order to take up another thread of his narrative 
contemporaneous with those already pursued. If this be true, three 
distinct lines of expansion appear to have started from the dispersion of 
the Jerusalem church in the persecution -namely, Philip's mission to 
Samaria, Peter's to Cornelius, and this mission work to Antioch. 
Regardless of the exact time of the preaching in Antioch, it is quite plain 
that the work there was completely independent of the other two. Philip's 
work and Peter's, so far as we know, were side branches, which came to 
little (if it can ever be said that the preaching of the gospel comes to little); 
but the work of these unnamed men led to one of the greatest churches 
that ever existed, for it was the church in Antioch that sent Paul and 
Barnabas and others on missionary journeys into the Gentile world. Only 
heaven knows all the good that came from the preaching of the gospel in 
Antioch. 

Persecution drove the members of the church apart, and as a matter of 
course, wherever they went they took their faith with them, and with 
enthusiasm they preached Jesus everywhere they went. The coals were 
scattered from the hearth in Jerusalem by the armed heel of violence. 
Such did not put out the fire of Christianity, but only served to spread it, 
for wherever they were scattered they kindled a blaze. These people had 
no special injuction to preach the Lord Jesus. They were not all 
recognized ••full-time preachers" of the gospel, but instead were average 
citizens who believed and therefore spoke. They found great reason to 
rejoice- they had found the Saviour; their sins were forgiven; they were 
citizens of the Kingdom of God. All around them were men who needed 
to hear what they had heard and thereby obey the gospel. Such was 
enough. They went everywhere preaching Jesus, and in Antioch the great 
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Gentile church was begun by men 
whose hearts burned to tell others 
about the salvation that could be had 
in Jesus Christ. 

Such enthusiasm for the 
proclamation of the gospel is a 
natural result of one's relationship to 
Christ. With regard to worldly goods, 
the instinct, except when overcome 
by higher motives, is to keep the 
treasure to oneself. But even in the 
natural sphere, there are possessions 
which to have is to long to impart. 
Truth and knowledge would be 
examples. In the spiritual sphere, it is 
emphatically the case that real 
possession is always accompanied by 
a longing to impart. The prophet of 
old spoke a universal truth when he 
said, "Thy word was a fire shut up in 
my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and could not stay." 
Convictions which are deep demand 
expression. Emotion which is strong 
needs utterance. Therefore, if we have 
the conviction of the gospel within us 
and the love of Christ deep in our 
hearts, it will be as natural to tell it 
forth, as tears are to sorrow or smiles 
are to happiness. True, sometimes the 
deepest love can only "love and be 
silent," and there is a just suspicion of 
loud professions of uchristia n 
emotion." But for all that, it remains 
true that a heart warmed with the love 
of Christ and a soul anchored with the 
convictions of the gospel, needs to 
express that love and conviction and 
will give it forth, just as light must 
radiate from a candle or heat from a 
fire. 

Surely there is no stranger 
contradiction in life than men and 
women claiming to be Christians and 
at the same time never doing anything 
to tell a world lost in sin about the 
Saviour. What kind of Christian must 
they be who think of Jesus as .. a 
Saviour for me," and take no interest 
whatever to set Him forth as ''a 
Saviour for the world,? What should 
we think of men in a shipwreck who 
were content to get into the lifeboat, 
and let everybody else drown'? What 
should we think of people durir:t&. a 
famine feasting sumptuously on their 
private hoards of food, while women 
were boiling children for a meal and 
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men were fighting dogs for garbage 
on the dunghills? Then, what of him 
who withholds the Bread of Life from 
a world that is dying from spiritual 
famine, and all the while claims to be 
a follower of the Christ, who gave His 
life that the world might ·live? 

Christ has left His work in our 
hands. He has entrusted to us, as His 
disciples, the responsibility of 
carrying the gospel to the world. How 
can we be loyal to Him if we are not 
faithful to that trust? How can we call 
ourselves disciples if we know 
nothing of the spirit which said, 
"Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the gospel!" 
There are various offices given in the 
church. Only a few are preachers, or 
elders, or deacons, but all have the 
responsibility to tell, to the best of 
their ability, the story of the cross and 
salvation that can be had in Christ 
Jesus. There is no special formula 
which must be followed. A word 
written in a letter to a friend, a 
sentence dropped in casual 
conversation, a tract given to 
someone with a word of 
encouragement to read it, an 
invitation to a friend to attend a 
worship service, an arrangement for a 
friend to engage in a Bible study with 
a capable teacher, a Bible lesson to a 
child on a mother's lap, or in a 
multitude of other ways the great 
story of the cross is told thousands of 
times everyday; and such is as truly 
preaching Christ as is a set discourse 
in the pulpit on Sunday morning. 

We need to recognize the serious 
responsibility that is upon us and 
thereby order our conduct. We all 
have the ability and the opportunity 
to lead men to the truth; therefore, we 
have the responsibility. God gave us 
the blessing of knowing Christ in the 
remission of our sins, but such 
blessing was not for our own well
being alone, but that through us the 
blessing might be still further 
diffused. We must sow the seed so 
that by the saved, others might be 
saved also. 

Excuses are abundant and they only 
serve the devil's cause. True, all have 
not the ability for public speech, but 

all have "tasted that the Lord is 
gracious" and can somehow tell 
others of Him. Surely everyone can 
take encouragement from one of the 
first recorded examples of preaching 
Jesus. It was very short, but it was 
also very effective. John wrote, "He 
first findeth his brother Simon, and 
saith unto him, We have found the 
Messiah." Surely we can do that, if we 
have found Him. Surely we all long to 
say it, if we have found Him, and if we 
are glad that we have found Him, and 
if we truly love our brother. As 
already noted, it need not be a formal 
proclamation on Sunday morning to 
be preaching Jesus. Such a simple and 
profound sentence as uttered by 
Andrew may very well serve to bring 
others, spiritual giants like Peter, to a 
knowledge of the Saviour. What does 
the shape of the cup matter? What 
does it matter if the cup be of silver or 
cia y? The important thing is that it 
bear the water of life to some thirsty 
soul. 

All Christians have the 
responsibility to tell the good news. 
They have to tell it simply and 
faithfully. They have to tell it 
confidently, for we can know the 
truth and the truth will make men 
free. They have to tell it beseechingly, 
as loving the souls they talk to. Surely 
we can all do that, if we ourselves are 
living for Christ and truly following 
in His steps. And surely we can all do 
that, if we remember that it is our 
responsibility to sow the seed and 
trust in God to give the increase. He 
has not appointed us bookkeepers to 
judge our success by the numbers 
enrolled, but rather has enjoined us to 
preach the word, and promised that 
as we labor for Him, He will be with 
us. With God on our side, how could 
anyone be reluctant to do as He has 
commanded? 

How little any of us know what will 
become of our work, under His 
fostering care! When those men went 
to Antioch and preached Jesus, little 
did they know that in a short time that 
church would become the greatest 
mission church this world has ever 
known. And so it ever is. We do.not 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Individual Responsibility in 
Preaching Christ 
(Continued from Page 3) 

know what we accomplish when we 
simply and humbly speak His name. 

The far reaching results escape our 
eyes. On earth we may never know the 
fruits of our labors. Our names may 
perish from human memory, but they 
shall be written in the Lamb's book 
of life, and He will confess them in 
the presence of His Father in heaven. 

Such should be enough to cause 
everyone who has named the name of 
Christ to preach Jesus with zeal and 
enthusiasm. 

-W. S. Cline, Editor 

• 
The Biblical Eldership: Knowing And Growing 
(Continued from Page 1) 

area (Acts 20:29, 30), and it would be an amazingly 
incompetent group of elders, anywhere, who were 
unconcerned about Satan's work among the saints and 
who spurned all efforts by some to inform them. Sadly, 
such is the case in some places, right now! The old story 
is: "We don't care about the problem, for it's not here
it's 600 miles away." Then, it's 300 miles away, then 150, 
then 50, and then in the next congregation and coming 
upon us fast, and still we hear, "Well, it's n_ot her~. We 
have no interest in it at all!" Such an attitude IS not 
uncommon today, but such an attitude is not possesse_d 
by a man of God who is truly concerned about h1s 
eldership responsibilities. True elders need to know, and 
true elders want to know! 

(2) Elders must grow. While it has been pointed out 
that an elder must not be a novice, he is, when appointed, 
still a new elder, new to the work and responsibility, and 
he is now accountable before his Lord in a way he has not 
been in the past (I Pet. 5:4). If he is indeed that spiritual 
man envisioned by the qualifications given by the J:'loly 
Spirit, he will, as an elder, want to grow! I do not beheve, 
as many brethren have said, that "we appoint the wrong 
men to the eldership." We, in the congregations, have 
indeed labored sometimes to appoint the wrong men. But 
in many instances it is not that we have appointed the 
wrong men, but that these men, once appointed to the 
work, then did not apply themselves in the work. They 
did not grow! 

The passages pertaining to spiritual growth and 
development, love of the Word, spiritual appetite, 
discernment, exercise unto godliness, study, etc., apply to 
all of God's children, and they apply to elders as well. In 
fact, the very weighty responsibility of the eldership 
should be such as would drive a man to his knees often in 
prayer, drive him to turn to God's Word continually, 
and drive him day-by-day in the pursuit of spiritual 
growth. And along with spiritual development from 
study and the work of the eldership day-by-day, there will 
surely be an interest in the Cause of God world-wide. 
Elders who are interested in growth will read the 
brotherhood journals, make every effort to attend sound, 
Biblical lectureships, and will continually be in the 
business of acquiring and reading good, spiritual 
literature. They will do it, because they feel the need to 
grow, and because they want desperately to grow_ with 
time's passing, that their effectiveness as elders will be 
multiplied. 

Ah, the critical need for Biblical elders! The need is 
now, and the need will continue to be the critical issue for 
years to come. We salute the godly men working an~ 
serving faithfully as elders this very hour, and may therr 
tribe increase. May they always be Biblical elders -
knowing and growing! 
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THE MEANING OF 
WORDS IN THE 

BIBLE 
(Some Common Sense Principles 

to Determine Meaning) 
Jerry Moffitt 

THE PROBLEM 

. Campbell said, uwe choose to speak of Bible things by 
Btble words, because we are always suspicious that if the 
word is not in the Bible the idea which it represents is not 
there" ("Purity of Speech," The Christian System p. 
104). ' 

. Th~ ~bove remark served Campbell's purpose, but it is 
m.suff1c1en~ for ours. The problem is, some today use 
Btble termmology, but they assign new meanings to those 
~ords. F~r example, take the Calvinist. He says Christ 
dtd not dte for the world; he died only for the elect. We 
disagree, and quote passages such as John 12:47: uFor I 
came not to judge the world, but to save the world. "They 
quote passages like Luke 2: I where world does not mean 
the whole world, and then assert world does not mean the 
whole world in John 12:47. It means, they say, the elect 
world. 

But we argue that he died for all, and quote as follows: 

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you
ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that 
ALL would come to repentance." 

But now they assert "all" does not mean "all " but 
means many, as in John 4:39. They do the same with the 
word save or salvation (Acts 2:21). It does not mean 
saved .from sin, but, as in Luke 7:50, it means physical 
salvatiOn. 

So, as you see, if we allow them to take rare and 
uncommon uses of a word (even non-existent uses), they 
can defend their error against any passages we bring up, 
and they can redefine any Bible doctrine to conform to 
their error. So we will try to present some basic, 
COMMON SENSE principles regarding how to 
determine the meaning of any given word. And we will 
see how Calvinism, as seen above, fairs under these rules. 
Let's look at the first one. 

(1) TAKE THE NORMAL USAGE 

Dungan says, "all words are to be understood in their 
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literal sense, unless the evident meaning of the context 
forbids" (Hermeneutics, p. 184). So we should take words 
in their normal way. But the problem is not with this 
common sense rule, but in this: How do we determine the 
normal usage? Notice one way. 

(2) THE COUNTING METHOD 

Most of us have a feel for the normal usage of words 
such as world, all, and salvation. But if challenged, how 
do we defend our view? Benard Ramm says, usome 
linguists believe that the literal meaning of a word is 
determined by counting" (Protestant Biblical 
Interpretation, p. 20). Take the word kosmos (world). It 
is used over 150 times in the New Testament. We find that 
II 0 times it means the whole world or the lost world. It is 
never used of the "elect world." So we can count and see 
the normal usage, and can challenge our opponent to give 
reasons from the context of any particular verse, 
establishing their rare (or non-existent) meaning. 

The same is true of the word sozo (save). It is used 
around 102 times in the New Testament. A majority of 
the time (73) it is used of spiritual salvation. If you leave 
off the gospels, it is used 49 out of 52 times as spiritual 
salvation. We can easily see the usual meaning. Salvation 
(Gk. soteria) is used 49 times. It refers to spiritual 
salvation (non-physical) 43 of those 49 times. One who 
opts for a rare meaning of these words had better have 
some pretty significant reason from the context to 
establish that meaning in any particular verse. The 
burden of proof is one of them. Note another rule, 
however. 

(3) TAKE THE LITERAL SENSE 

Regarding words, the figurative sense of a word is built 
on and draws from the literal sense. Actually, this 
common sense rule is a variation of those above (see 
Dungan above), for the literal sense of a word is most often 
the usual sense of that word. 

Figures, not literal language, are the exceptions. The 
rule is literal language. All this about a figurative 
salvation, and world which means "elect world," and all 
that does not mean all are at best exceptions. Again, let 
them appeal to the context for their exceptions. But let us 
go further to another common sense rule. 

(4) USE THE WRITER'S DEFINITIONS 

Notice a few common sense quotes: 

"It often happens, that a writer uses a common word 
in some special and peculiar sense, and then his own 
definitions must be taken, in order to determine the 
precise meaning intended" (Biblical Hermeneutics, 
Terry, p. 181). 

(Continued 1on Page 6) 
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The Meaning Of Words In The Bible 
(Continued from Page 5) 

"Definitions on explanations which the authors 
themselves give of their words constitute one of the 
most efficient helps" (Principles of Biblical 
Interpretation, Berkhof, p. 78). 

Look at this example: 

"And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt call 
his name Jesus:for it is he that shall save his people 
from their sins" (Ma tt. l :2 1). 

What is the Holy Spirit's definition of"save" in Matthew 
- sa lvation from sin!? We must accept the writer's 
definition over a ny other. But notice one more common 
sense rule. 

(5) THE FIRST MENTION PRINCIPLE 

Hartill says it is "That principle by which God indicates 
in the first mention of a subject, th e truth with which that 
subject stands connected in the mind of God" (Principles 

of Biblical Heremeneutics, HartiJI, p. 70). 

This is true in everyday speech. If I use the word 
arachibutyrophobia and define it a s fear of peanut butter 
sticking to the roof of you r mouth, and then continue to 
speak of arachibutyrophobia, you would not conclude 
that it now meant a morbid fear of st ring (linonophobia). 
Once it was defined, it rema ins defined until clearly 
changed. When the purpose of baptism is defined in the 
beginning of Acts as "for the remiss ion of sins" (2:38), 
every time, from then on, we run in to one being baptized , 
we know it is for that o rigi nal purpose. 

The first mention of the word "world" in the New 
Testament is defined as "all the kingdoms of the world," 
hence including all inhabitants (Matt. 4:8). So again, 
opposers must argue from the context that Jesus did not 
die for all when he died for the wo rld. 

Well, that's enough. But it all boils down to this: 
Common sense goes a long way in refut ing rel igious 
error. 

8900 Manchaca Road 
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FOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONALS 

Thousands of employees of religious institutions don't have. or can't 
get, adequate health coverage: ministers. secretaries. teachers. staff 
members, day-care employees and maintenance workers all across 
the country experience this problem. 
So the Christian Employees' Association was formed. combining 
the strength of religious professionals nationwide to provide compre
hensive medical coverage at group rates. It is hospitalization for 
employees and their families that's flexible enough to react to growing 
households or shifting budgets. 
For more information on group coverage with the Christian 
Employees' Association, contact: 

CEA 
Christian 
Employees' 
Association 
Leonard Mullens 
P.O. Box 828 
Salado. Texas 76571 
817-947-5403 

Bill Minick 
3200 River Front 
Ft. Worth. Texas 76107 
817-877-3502 
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QUE§TKON§ 
* * * 

BIBLE ANSWERS 
· Roy Deaver 

QUESTION 

If as is written in Galatians 3:26-28, we are all one in 
Christ and there is neither J ew nor Greek, bond nor free , 
male no r fema le, why are women treated as less than men 
in the church? 

ANSWER 

First, I want to call atte ntion to a problem in this 
question. This type of question is cal led a "complex 
question. " It is called a "complex question" because it 
assumes something. When the prosecuting a ttorney says: 
"Sir , have you sto pped beating yo ur wife?" he is as king a 
"complex quest io n" because he is assuming tha t the 
defenda nt has been beating his wife. If the d efendant 
a nswers "yes" he is in trouble, a nd if he a nswers " no" he is 
in trouble, a nd if he does not answer, he is in tro uble. 

If tha t which is assumed in a "complex question" is 
true, then the "complex question" is a " legitimate 
complex question." If tha t which is assumed in a 
"complex questio n" is not true, the n the "co mplex 
question" is an " Illegitimate complex question." 

This question with which we are now d ea ling is an 
"illegitimate complex question" beca use it assumes 
something which is not true. It is false that in the church 
women a re treated " less tha n men." 

Seco nd , in Ephesians 5:22, 23, it is clearly taught that 
( I) wives are to be in subjectio n to thei r own husbands, 
and (2) that the husba nd is the head o f the wife. One could 
(in this connection) just a s we ll ask: "Since, according to 
Gala tians 3:28, we a re all one in Christ, and there is 
neither male nor female, why do God , Christ, Paul, a nd the 
Holy Spirit - in E phesia ns 5:22, 23 - trea t wo me n as 
less than men"? 

Third , the fact that in Chris t J es us the re is neither male 
nor fe ma le does not demand that both men and wome n 
can be or must be in vo lve d in a ll the sa me works o r 
func ti oning in the same roles. The re are wo rks or 
functi ons in whic h bo th men and wo me n may be invo lved 
(with God 's approva l). The re arc works which may be 
performed only by women. There a rc wo rks wh ic h may 
be performed only by men. God has a lways placed upon 
the woman a certain "divine restriction ." That is, God has 
always forb idde n the woman to place he rse lf or to al low 
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herse lf to be placed in a position of having dominion (or 
a uthor ity) over a man. Cf. I T imothy 2: 12-14. This is not 
exclusively a New Testament principle, but reaches all the 
way back to Adam a nd Eve. 

It is God's law that the woman not be placed in 
leadership roles when such leadership would involve her 
having dominion over a man, a nd when we respect this 
divine law we are certa in ly not treating women as "less 
than men." Obvious ly, this d ivine law was given for the 
woman's own pro tectio n, a nd in consideration(! ) of how 
God made her, (2) of what God wants her to do a nd to be, 
and (3) of what God does not want her to do a nd to be . 

An elder must be the husband of one wife ( I Tim. 3:2). 
Obviously, a woman can neve r (with God's approval) 
serve as an elder in the church of the Lord . When we 
respect this divine law, we are not treating women as less 
than men. 

Fourth, in so me areas, the wo ma n clearly is superior to 
the ma n. In some a reas, the man clearly is superior to the 
woman. But, here we a re not dealing with superi ority or 
inferiority. Rather, we are deal ing wi th the fact that they 
have different roles (God-given ro le.s) to fill . And, when 
we recognize, respect, and emphasize this plain Bib le 
teaching, we a re not treating women as "less than men." It 
would be ridiculous (a s well as unscriptural) for the elders 
to give a man the job of a ssisting women in their 
prepara tion for baptism. 

Fifth , Galatia ns 3:28 does n ot teach that for those " in 
Christ" God has set aside His laws relat ing to the roles of 
men a nd wo men. It does stresss that they are "one" in 
Christ. J ewish Christia ns and Gentile Christians a re o ne 
in C hrist (Eph. 2:.14-16) , but J ews are J ews and Genti les_ 
a re Gentiles. Likewise, in Christ, a man is still a man and a 
woman is still a woman. But their blessings and their 
hopes a nd the ir responsibilities are to be dea lt with upon 
the basis that they a re "in Christ" - not up on the basis 
that he is a man a nd she is a woman. A Christia n woma n 
is a child of God , not beca use she is female, but because 
she is " in Christ. " A Christian man is a c hild of God , not 
because he is a male, but because he is "'in C hri st. " 

Rt. I 0, Box 355 
Cookeville, TN 3850 I 

Every Congregation Needs Periodic 
"SINGING EMPHASIS WORKSHOPS" 

Ral ph A. Casey 
(404) 449-1 202 
P. 0 . Box 11 04 

Norcross, GA 30091 
(675 workshops in 31 states with 
13,000 participating song
leaders. ) 

• 
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Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 

SUBSCRIBER 
SERVICE 

MOVING? 
RENEWING? 
NEW SUBSCRIPTION? 

D I'm moving.-------
(approx. date) 

Please change my address as 
indicated below. 

D Please extend my subscription to 
Firm Foundation for one year at 
$12.00. 

D I'd like to become a subscriber for 
one year (51 issues) at $12.00. 

D My check is enclosed 
D Bill me later 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 

Moving? 
Renewing? 
Affix your Firm Foundation mailing 
label here. Mail entire ad to address 
listed, please. 

Mail to: 
Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 17200; Pensacola, FL32522 
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For New Subscriptions 
only please, Call Toll Free 

1-800-87 4-1804 

PRESTON ROAD SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 

2-Year Program 
Tuition Free 
G.l. Approved 
Qualified Teachers 
Scholarships Available 

For Information Call: 
(214) 526-7715 or write: 

Preston Road School of Preaching 
6409 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75205 

NEXT ENROLLMENT- August 24, 1984 AND Feb. 2, 1985 
Jimmy Wood, Director Ronnie Wiggins, Dean 

21 Years of Continued Success in Building 
Economical, Energy Efficient 

Church Facilities 
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place, Nashville, TN. 37204 
0Der 300 Saoelc Plaru Ready 10 Mee& Your Need. 

(615) 383-2313 

Attention: Church leaders
Remember Collinsville J 
Now available through 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

CHURCH LEADERS 
LIABILITY COVERAGE 

For details write or call for 
information: 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 828 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Call 817-947-5403 
leonard Mullens, President 

life, health, dental coverage also 
available for full time church 
workers. 

NEED SPACE?. 

SEAT 750 
Exciting Fan Design 

Complete: Sound, 
Carpet, Furnishings 

$275,000 

Paul & Associates 

2737 S. Broadway, Suite 108 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

(214) 597-8775 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
o Two Year Program 
• Fifty-four· Courses 
• 2. 760 Clock Hours 
• v. A. Benefits 
• No Tuition 
• Qualified Faculty 
• Limited Scholarships 

(\,,1, 1 

" 
I I 

• Strong Bible EmphaSis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now 

Being Accepted. 
• Call or Write for 

Application. 

CONDUCTED BV KNIGHT ARNOLD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Curtis A. Cates, Director 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tenn. 38118 Phone (901) 362-5139 
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jEXPosJ170NAL EMPHASIS~ 

III JOHN 
Winfred Clark 

INTRODUCTION 

John addressed himself to one who needed what he 
would have to say. After all, it was not easy to be faithful. 
There was opposition from without and within. One 
could easily become discouraged by those who did not act 
as they should. 

Also. there are things that just cannot be ignored. In this 
case, John would let this good brother know that he and 
others were aware of it and it would be dealt with in due 
time. So, into the midst of this situation. John sends this 
letter. In it, we will find a number of rich lessons as it 
centers on three people. 

I. JOHN'S COMMENDATION (v. 1-6a). 
Though there are dark spots in the environment, John 
would commend those whom he could. As you read 
these verses look at: 
1. The Person Commended (v. 1). 

His name is Gaius, but we do not know which one. 
This name appears in Acts 19:29, 22:4; Romans 
16:23; and I Corinthians 1: 14. He rna y have been one 
named here, but even so he was: 
(1) Esteemed Highly. 

He is called the "well beloved" and you can be 
sure that John was not seeking to flatter such a 
person. 

(2) Entreated Heartily. 
John says "whom I love in the truth." John 
reaches out to let Gaius know of his feeling 
for him. 

2. The Prayer For The Commended (v. 2). 
The esteem of verse one shows itself in the prayer 
for Gaius in verse two. He prays that Gaius might 
have: 
( 1) Blessings Of Life. 

His prayer was that he might prosper and be in 
health. Such would make life more liveable. 
But he does not stop there. He prays that he 
might have a: 

(2) Balanced Life. 
It is one thing to have health and prosperity, but 
the soul might suffer. So John's prayer is that 
there might be the proper balance. He wants the 
body to be as well off as the soul. 

3. The Pleasure Taken In The Commended (v. 3-4). 
What John heard was not always good, but of 
Gaius there was: 
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( 1) A Good Report. 
That report was that the truth is in him, and he is 
in the truth. That is the way he walks. This sort 
of a report would lead to: 

(2) A Genuine Rejoicing. 
In fact, John says he had no greater joy than to 
hear that such as Gaius walked in the truth. This 
indeed is commendable. After all, he is: 
a. Active. 

He is walking, not just marking time. Such a 
walk is also: 

b. Accurate. 
He is walking in the truth. That means he is 
properly guided. 

4. The Practice Of The Commended (v. 5-6a). 
Gaius was a doer, not just a hearer. His practice was: 
(1) Consistent (v. 5). 

Whatever he did was done faithfully. He kept on 
doing it in spite of what others did. 

(2) Charitable (v. 6a). 
People could speak of his love for it had been 
demonstrated in his care for teachers of the 
truth. 

II. JOHN'S COMMANDMENTS (v. 6b-8). 
What John says would have the force of a command
ment though not worded in that way. What would 
be good to do should be done. Gaius was to be: 
1. Hospitable To Teachers. 

Those who taught would need a place for lodging 
as they traveled. If he were an elder, this would be 
a natural thing for him. 

2. Helpers Of The Truth. 
We help the truth by aiding those who preach it. 
We have a part in what they are doing (Matt. 
1 0:40-42). After all, these do not depend on outsiders 
for their support. 

III. JOHN'S COMPLAINT (v. 9-10). 
This man was a thorn in the side of John and others 
and John faces up to the situation as he censures his: 
1. Personal Ambition. 

Diotrephes loved to have first place. He must have 
the first arid last word. In short, he was a little pope. 

2. Pompous Accusations. 
His self-inflated ego would lead him to speak against 
John or anyone who might oppose him. 

3. Perverted Action. 
He will not support those who teach the truth, nor 
allow others who would. Surely he deserves to be 
censured. 

IV. JOHN'S CAUTION (v. 11). 
The temptation present when dealing with Diotrepltes 
is to act like he does, or resort to his methods. John, 
therefore, cautions: 
I. Shun The Wrong Example. 
2. Support That Which Edifies. 

(Continued on Page II) 
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NEED FINANCING TO BUILD?? 
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TOLL-FREE 

FOR 
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1-800-858-4006 

TEXAS: 1-800-692-4174 
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Contact w fOI' free estimate. 

P. 0. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059 
Phone 817-646-9208 

~~~ 

s~~~~ 
Undergraduate & Graduate Degrees In Bible 

A.M., B.A., B.S., M.A. , M.Th. 
Full Scholarships Available For Full Time Students on 

Main Campus. Gl Approved. 
Off Campus Programs Available. 

Call Collect for Dr. Rex A. Turner, Jr. 
(205) 277-3510 

6020 Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL 36117 

A NEW STUDY GUIDE 
e For INDIVIDUALS e For CLASSES 

CRUCI,\L 

0:-i 

ClllliSTIAN 

335 CRUCIAL QUESTIONS 
ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 

by 
Thomas B. Warren, Ph.D. 

(g YOU CAN STUDY THE GREAT ISSUE OF "CHRISTIAN UNITY" 
BY USING ONE OF THE GREATEST AIDS TO BIBLE STUDY: 

Thmna!t B \\·arrtm. Ph.D. THE POSING AND ANSWERING OF 'TRUE/FALSE" QUESTIONS. 

GET YOUR OWN COPY ANO/ OR GET A CLASS STARTED IN THIS ALL-IMPORTANT SUBJECT! 

Edi1or. THE SPIRITUAL SWORD; Au1hor ol: HAVE ATHEISTS PROVED THERE IS NO GOO?; 
MARRIAGE IS FOR THOSE WHO LOVE GOO - AND ONE ANOTH ER; SIN, SUFFERING. AND GOO; 
LOGIC AND THE BIBLE: co-aulhor of: THE WARREN-FLEW DEBATE ON THE EXISTENCE OF GOO; 
Edilor ot YOUR MAR RIAGE CAN BE GREAT. and many olher books. 
e SOME OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF THIS UNUSUAL STUDY GUIDE 
e This small book conlains 335 crucial questions (wilh space for brief answers) on 1he all· 
imponanl ques1ion of Chrislian unity (John 17:20-21). 
• The asking of ques1ions is a Ia aching melhod which was ohen used by Jesus Him sell (Mau. 
22:41 -46; 16:1 3·20; 21:23-27; 21:28-32; and many others). 

Paper bound. S1.50. (Add 45C when ordering by mail) 
See your local bookstore or order from: 
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• The asking of queSiions is perhaps lhe mos1 successful Wit'( ollocusing 1he real issue on any 
Biblical ques1ion. 
• The 335 questions in this book are ac1ually proposilions which are precisely s1a1ed so 1ha1 
1he swdenl (or reader) may answer each ques1ion by eilher "!rue" or "fals e."· 
e Such an approach 10 Bible s1udy helps 1hose panicipaling in 1he s1udy ( l) lo "pin·poin11he 
real issue," (2)1o expose lhe con1radic1ions which are involved in a false posilion. and (3) 1o 
preven11he exponen1 ol a false posi1ion from "muddying lhe wele(' of wha1 is at slake in lhe 
mauer of "jumping" baclt and forlh from one poshion 10 ano1her. 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS, INC. 
P. 0. Box 1001 Jonesboro, Ark., 72401 
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III John 
(Continued from Page 9) 

V. JOHN'S CONFIDENCE (v. 12). 
John would show that not all men are as some men. 
This enables one to see the good in the midst of the 
bad. John shows one that Gaius can follow because 
of his: 
I. Good Reputation. 

He had a good report of all men. Such a reputation 
will enable him to be effective in the work he does. 

2. Great Respect. 
He is respected by John as well as others. This 
would surely enhance his reputation with Gaius. 

WHY DO YENOT 
UNDERSTAND MY 

SPEECH? 
Bobby G. Cullum 

It is an unpleasant fact that much of our preaching and 
teaching, whether oral or written, is misunderstood. 
Brother Walter Swain, expressed what most of us have 
felt, when he said: 

.. Reading some responding articles to a recent article of 
mine from the Firm Foundation I have been amazed to 
find out that I believe things I ne~er have believed, and 
that I stand with those with which (sic) I do not stand. 
This has caused me to wonder just how much we really do 
communicate with one another, and if we really do 
communicate with the denominations and world around 
us. 

I am sure that all of us who preach, teach and write 
admit to our own fallibility. We do not feel that what we 
write is to begiven the 'Nihil obstat' so to speak, as one 
writing for an infallible church. Everything that we do 
strive to teach, whether in oral presentation or in writing, 
is certainly open to correction and evaluation. But I think 
that many do feel that there is a right way and a wrong 
way to communicate in the church, and that we do not 
want to be charged with saying or teaching things that we 
do not believe." 

"Communication is a Problem," F.F., Aug. 12, 1975 

In every effort at communication there is the 
potentiality for anger and alienation or conciliation and 
communion. The responsibilities of those who strive to 
communicate the holy message of God have been often 
emphasized. This is as it should be. However, the 
obligations of those who receive the message are no less 
weighty. In fact, the issues of eternity hinge upon it (Rom. 
1:16; I Cor. 1:18; Jn. 6:44). 

The inspired writers give abundant reference to the 
obligations resting upon the hearer. Isaiah offered 
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VI. JOHN'S CONTINUAL INTEREST (v. 13-14). 
Gaius would have to see this in John's: 

I. Writing. 
Though he could not say all he wanted to, he would 
say what he could. 

2. Wishes. 
He wants to come, and that would enable him to do 
what he could not by writing. Also, peace 1s a wish 
that John has for Gaius. Surely such would be 
needed when one had to face a Diotrephes. 

3. Warmth. 
Twice within these verses, John used the term 
"friends." Also, he asked that they be greeted by 
name and that makes it much more personal. • 

Jehovah's invitation, saying "Incline your ear, and come 
unto me; hear, and your soul shall live" (lsa. 55:3). As 
simple as this may appear, it is not always easy. Satan 
strives to gain control of our lives through weakening or 
distorting our spiritual senses. As he seeks to blind us to 
the light, so, he muffles the voice of God in our ears. 
There is a real dange~. of_ becoming deafened to its 
warnings and appeals. In frustration, Jeremiah asked, 
"To whom shall I speak and te.stify, -that they may hear?" 
Is there anyone who is not deaf? Have all lost their 
hearing? Then he adds, "Behold, their ear is 
uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken?" This was not a 
physical but a moral impossibility, as the prophet goes on 
to explain, "behold, the word of Jehovah is become unto 
them'·a reproach; they have no delight in it" (Jer. 6:10) . 
Jeremiah had sounded a trumpet, "but they said, 'we will 
not hearken' ... but we will certainly perform every word 
that is gone forth out of our mouth" (Jer. 6:17; 44:17). 

Even Jesus was misunderstood, though the method, 
manner and content of his instructions were infallible. 
The parable of the soils (Matt. 13:1-23), and the story of 
the wise and foolish builders (Matt. 7:24, 26), spoken very 
early in his ministry, sets a tone for the gospel message, 
much the way Psalm One does for the whole collection. 
They all emphasize the responsibility of the listener to 
"hear" and "do. "Our Lord recognized that many of those 
to whom he spoke were "dull of hearing. "They had "ears 
to hear," but heard not (Mk. 8: 18). 

Jesus once asked his religious opponents, "Why do ye 
not understand my speech?" Then he answered his own 
question by saying, "Even because ye cannot hear my 
word" (J n. 8:43). They heard the outward form, but had 
missed their significance. The Greek · word (ialia), 
translated "speech" in this passage, means the outward 
shape of the words as opposed to (logos) "word," which 
expresses the content. A parrot can be trained to repeat 
sounds which it does not comprehend or appreciate. 
Such was the response of these listeners. Concerning this 
passage, Lenski says, ''The Jews had been deaf to all that 
Jesus had said to them. In view of this, Jesus asks whether 
they even understood his language." They may as well 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Why Do Ye Not Understand My Speech? 
(Continued .from Page 11) 

have been deaf. It was as if he was speaking to foreigners. 
The Lord put them on notice, by saying, "Take heed how 
ye hear, ""(Lk. 8: 18) and again, "He that rejecteth me and 
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last 
day" (J n. J 2:48). 

Heaven's message must be received, as well as sent. 
One is no more important than ihe other. The gospel of 
salvation is proclaimed from the mouths of imperfect 
human instruments. The priceless treasure is found in 
"jars. of clay" (2 Cor. 4:7). Nevertheless, the word of 
redemption speaks with dynamic eloquence, bringing joy 
to the hearts of those who received it "gladly" (Acts 2:4 J ), 
with "meekness" (Jas. J :2 J), and as "the word of God" (I 
Thess. 2: 13). 

Intense desire and staunch effort are demanded if we 
hope to understand God, much less one another. A large 
portion of humility is also indispensable. We must 
somehow, as Alexander Campbell put it, "come within 
tistening distance," of God, as well as our fellow mortals. 

By listening carefully and responsively, (whether we 
respond positively or negatively to the words of men), we 
hohor the one who speaks. He realizes that we consider 
Him and his thoughts to be significant. No learning or 
communication can occur without a mutual sense of 
obligation to the process, on the part of both the speaker 
and the hearer. 

Bearing these things in mind, the following suggestions 
are offered to aid us in becoming better listeners. 

(I.). Try to be unprejudiced- This is not easily done. We 
all have notions and convictions about people, as well as 
ideas. These thoughts and feelings may cause us to be 
unwilling to receive anything from them, even the truth. 
Such was the attitude of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus. 
Naaman's prejudices almost kept him from being 
-cleansed. Our social, intellectual, cultural, economic, 
racial, or physical prejudices may rob us of blessings. 

(2). Beware of diversion words - Certain words create 
an emotional and intellectual explosion, which may, 
actually, cause us to misunderstand what is being said. 
There is a respository of knowledge and experience in 
each one of us, that enters into all our listening 
experiences. It can be our faithful servant or a cr~el 
taskmaster, driving us out of hearing distance. "Liberal," 
••anti," ''conservative" and ten thousands of others, might 
serve only to divert us from what is being said. The mere 
mention of a word may cause our defensive mechanism to 
react to such an extent, that, listening becomes little more 
than an effort at self-justification. All objectivity is lost. 
and as a result, and, we ignore, or change the point of 
et:Jlphasis in, what is being said. 
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(3) Carefully note context and definitions of terms -
This takes real effort, as well as a true desire to 
undetstand what is being said. The hearer's honesty and 
integrity are as much at stake as the speaker's or writer's. 
Misrepresentation is a policy born of the Devil. Recently, 
in a B'ible class, the teacher said that some men ''twist the 
scriptures." One of the students objected that no one 
could twist the scripture. After a thorough discussion, his 
meaning was discovered. He was saying that the 
scriptures are unchangeable or "immutable," and no one 
can really change the truth. As a result of careful 
consideration and definition, understanding and 
agreement resulted. 

(4). Think logically - Be sure your conclusions are 
valid. Do the words of the speaker, really, expressly state 
or imply what you think they do? 

(5). Carefully note qualifications and exceptions - A 
universal statement may be made, which is, ifleft without 
qualification, quite incorrect. We should be careful to 
observe any exceptions which might be brought in at 
another point. For example: Jesus' exception for 
fornication, concerning divorce and remarriage, is not 
found in all the gospel accounts. ''With the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation," (Rom. 10: 10), but, 
various passages qualify this, by showing that other 
things are required. 

(6). Be comprehensive - Be careful about scanning or 
listening to bits and pieces. Weigh all the evidence before 
drawing conclusions. We must "search" not only the 
scriptures, but the words of men, to see if the things said 
are so (Acts 17: 11). Many listen carelessly, merely seeking 
an opportunity to show how much they know. Have you 
ever preached a lesson, which dealt thoroughly with the 
necessity of obedience to the gospel, and someone 
approached you at the door and said, "You didn't use 
Acts 2:38. Why, a person wouldn't even know what to do 
to be saved!"? Sometimes listeners mix so many of their 
thoughts with the speaker's, they lose most of what is 
being said. The little that is heard is often misapplied. 
Anyone who is involved in marriage counselling has 
witnessed countless examples of such communication 
barriers. · 

(7). Listen with personal interest - Our concerns are 
spiritual, personal and eternal. We are not dealing with 
academic abstractions, but, the issues of salvation and 
heaven or damnation and hell. Can we afford to 
carelessly trifle with matters of such import? (J n. 12:48). 

We would all do well to remember the words of Paul to 
Timothy: "Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. 
Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save 
both thyself and them that hear thee" (I Tim. 4: 16). 

How grand, if in that great day, we could hear, again, 
the words that Jesus spoke to his first disciples: ''Blessed 
are your eyes for they see: and your ears for they hear" 
(Matt. 13:16). P. 0. Drawer 1275, 

Portland. TX 78374 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough. Editor 

Earthly Wisdom 
Personified 
James 4:1-10 

Ed Casteel 

Wisdom may be acquired from 
God if we ask in faith (James I :5). But 
many never ask; therefore, they neve r 
receive. All the wisdom tha t they have 
is "earthly, sensual, and devil ish" 
(James 3: 15). As godly wisdom, that 
is from above, has its manifestations 
in the forms of peace, gentleness, and 
good fruits, etc. (J ames 3: 17); earthly 
wisdom likewise is personified. As 
James enters his discuss ion of chapter 
fo ur, he shows the cha racteristics of 
earthly wisdom. 

"WARS AND FIGHTINGS" 
(vv. l-2) 

Certainly James is not speaking of 
litera l wars with carna l weapons, but 
ra ther has in mind troubles tha t might 
well exist in the churches. T he word 
"fightings" is used by Paul to describe 
his conflict in Macedonia; "Our fl esh 
had no rest,. but we were troubled on 
every side; without were fightings, 
within were fears" (2 Cor. 7:5). The 
problem that James is addressing is a 
spiritual one caused by the "pleasu res 
that war in your members." Men will 
always have fight ings as long as his 
mi nd is set upon . world ly things 
instead of setting his mind "on things 
above" (Col. 3:2). The a postle Paul 
fo ught thi s inwa rd batt le, and 
desc ribed it by saying, l buffet my 
body, and bring it unto bondage; Jest 
by any means, after I have preached 
to others, I myself should be rejected" 
( I Cor. 9:27, A.S .Y.) 

The struggle exists because of ou r 
lusts and our covetous a ttitudes. We 
cannot blame another a nd certainly 
we cannot blame God (James I: 13-
15). We covet, we desire to obta in that 
which we cannot have; therefore, we 
fight and war interna l wa r. 

FIRM FOUNDATION- JULY 3, 1984 

NEGLECT OF PRAYER (vv. 2-3) 

When wisdom is ea rthly, a nd not 
from a bove, then praye rs are not 
answe red a s we wo uld h ope. 
Understand that God hears and 
answers prayers. He will a nswer the 
prayer of the rightous (Psa. 34: 15), 
those who call upon his na me (Psa. 
145: 18), the penitent (L uke 18:14), 
those who " ask in his name" (J ohn 
14: 13), those who "ask believ ing" 
(Mark I I :24); a nd th ose who a re 
"according to God 's will" (I J ohn 
5: 14). But this person he has not 
recei ved, because he has not asked. 
Second, some ask but rece ive not 
because their prayers a re se lf
centered, "tha t ye may consume it 
upon your lusts" (James 4:3-
pleasures- A.S.Y.). When prayers 
made are centered upon earthly 
things. what a reas of the praye r are 
omitted? Here we would find no 
prayer for fo rgiveness, no praye r for 
the welfa re of others, eit her phys ical 
or spiritual ; the prayer is simply for 
me and mine. Earthly wisdom li mi ts 
the ability of our praye rs to be 
answered. 

DESIRE FOR FRIENDSHIP OF 
THE WORLD (v. 4) 

" If we wal k in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, a nd the blood of J esus 
C hrist his Son cleaneth us from all 
sin " ( 1 J ohn 1:7). Where ea rthly 
wisdom abounds, friend ship a nd 
fe llowship is had with the world , and 
not God. If fact , we become an enemy 
of God (James 4:4). 

T hese people were not necessa rily. 
though possibly, li ving in phys ical 
adulte ry. James has in mind that they 
we re living in spi ritua l adultery. T his 
same idea is ex pressed by Paul when 
he wrote both the churches at Cor inth 
a nd Rome (2 Cor. II :2; Rom. 7: 1-6). 
Also, John , in writing to the church at 
Thyatira, who had suffered the prophet 
Jezebel "which calleth herse lf a 
prophetess, to teach and to sed uce my 
se rva nts to commit fornication , and 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, ·· 
sa id , "I will cast her in a bed , and 
them tha t commit adultery with her 
into grea t tribula tion" (Rev. 2:20-2 1). 

When we leave God and his service 
and go back to the world , like Demas 
(2 Tim. 4:9), then we a re gui lty of 
spiritual adultery. 

ENVY (v. 5) 

The scriptu res plainly show that 
man is envious. Envy is a feeling of 
d ispleasure produced by wit ness ing 
or hea ring of the advantages or 
prosperit y of othe rs. James is 
teaching so strongl y that God does 
not give us a spiri t to envy; instead, 
God gives us grace. For God, 
" res iste th the proud , but giveth grace 
to the humble." When the wise sage of 
o ld considered the th ings God ha ted , 
the first mentioned was "a proud 
look" (Prov. 6: 17). While God hates 
pride, he gives grace to the humble. 
T he prayerful , penitent of Luke 18 
manifest h1s humility when he said, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner" 
(Lu ke 18: 13). When we have a mi nd 
like that is found in Christ, we too will 
be humble. "And being fo und in 
fas hion as a man, he humbled 
himse lf, a nd became obedient unto 
dea th, even the deat h of the cross" 
(Phil. 2:8). 

When we st ri ve to be like Christ, 
manifesting humility, we a lso have to 
lea rn the lesson of contentment. Envy 
enters as we see someone else gett ing a 
new ca r, a new house, o r even a new 
dress, but I d idn't get anything. Pau l 
sa id, " not that I speak in respect of 
wa nt; fo r I ha ve lea rned , in 
whatsoever sta te I am, t herewith to be 
content (Ph il. 4: I I). This is a hard 
lesson to learn , but it must be lea rned. 
The lesson is made much easier when 
we know that "ou r cit izenship is in 
heaven." 

CALL TO REPENT (vv. 8-10) 

Man cannot remain as a si nner 
seperated from G od a nd expect to 
receive his blessings. He may be 
laughi ng now. but that la ughter will 
be turned into mourning. The rich 
man of Lu ke 16 had a ll th e good 
th ings of li fe: clothing of purple and 
linen. a g rea t banquet table, he " fa red 
sumpt uously every day" (Luke 16: 19-
2 1), but his laughter was turned into 
mou rning for "he lifted up his eyes in 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Earthly Wisdom Personified 
(Continued from Page 13) 

torments" ( 16:23). He cried ( 16:24), he 
even prayed ( 16:27), but all to no 
avail. As James declared, ••Go to now 
ye rich man, weep and howl for your 
miseries that shall come upon you" 
(5: 1). 

Rich or poor, when man lives his life 
allowing the wisdom of ·the world to 
control his life and be personified 
through his life, truly he must repent. 

James says: "draw nigh to God,,. 
"Cleanse your hands, •• "purify your 
heart" and "humble yourselves in the 
sight of God." Until he does this he 
will remain ••without Christ, ... having 
no hope, and without God in the 
world" (Eph. 2: 12). Earthly wisdom 
brings the loss of the eternal soul. 
Therefore, we need to .leave it and 
seek the wisdom that is from above. 

YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 
WHERE YOU ARE! 

1. Place a short sermon in your .&lty, county 
newspaper. Effective. 30 sermons free. 

2. Spread the Word by placing tract racks all 
over town. Make racks for 15¢. lnstruc· 
lions free. 

3. Convert Catholic friends. 15 articles teach 
plainly, kindly. Free. 

Clip ad, check items desired. Enclose 4 by 9 
envelope stamped 20¢ addressed to you. 

LITERATURE 
1626 ~·8th St., Abilene, Texas 79601 

P. 0. Box 223 
Trenton, Tennessee 

ftl Ligl1t oj' the Scriptures 

A NEW TESTAMENT 
EXAMPLE OF 
CONVERSION 

Burton Coffman 

Acts 8:29-31 speaks of the conversion of the treasurer 
of Queen Candace, and is one of the better known 
examples of conversion in the New Testament. The 
various providences of God leading to his obedience of 
the gospel are often stressed; but, in this study, we shall 
take a look at the extensive efforts of the eunuch himselt 
which contributed significantly to his receiving salvation. 

Every man has a certain responsibility for his own 
salvation: but the person fully exercising that 
responsibility does not in so doing become his own 
redeemer. Whatever one may do, salvation is still the gift 
of God through Christ. The providence of God, the 
ministry of others and, above and beyond all, the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ are all in it. Nevertheless, if one 
shall refuse or neglect to meet his own responsibility in it, 
he will be lost. The part played by the convert in this New 
Testament example of conversion should be studied: · 

1. He was a devout and faithful worshiper of God, 
living up to all the light which he had. 

2. He made a journey of I ,500 miles to worship in the 
city where God had commanded men to worship. 

3. He either took with him on his journey, or procured 
in Jerusalem, a copy of the prophecy of Isaiah. 

4. He was reading aloud from God's word at the time of 
his encounter with Philip. 
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5. He confessed to a stranger that he could not 
understand what he was reading and that he needed 
guidance. 

6. He invited a preacher of the gospel to sit with him in 
his chariot. 

7. He asked a question concerning a passage of the 
scriptures which he could not understand. 

There are countless persons today who have never 
done any of the things mentioned above; and when it is 
considered that this Ethiopian did everything mentioned 
here, there can be little wonder that God acted 
providentially to bring to him a saving knowledge of 
what to do to be saved, arid to open for him the door of 
eternal life. 

The bare facts of this episode about the message to 
every lost soul on earth is that every man should be mightily 
exercised in the pursuit of a saving knowledge of the 
truth. 

One thing more was done by this recipient of God's 
grace. After having the word of the Lord preached to 
him, he requested baptism at the hands of Philip: 
"Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized?" (Acts 8:36). Thus, the responsibility for being 
baptized, in the last analysis, rests on- the individual 
himself. As Peter stated it on the Day of Pentecost: 
"Repent and have yourselves baptized, etc." (According 
to Vine's Greek Dictionary, this is actually the meaning 
of Acts 2:38). 

2108 Branard 
Houston, TX 77098 

EMPLOYMENT: 

NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman. 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707 I 448-
3557. 
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DIRECTORY 
ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
DeBarr Rd., 99508. Will contact relative• or friend• In Alaska. 
GleM Randolph or Pat McMahan. Phone 272-7584 or 563-
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
3630 N. "E'' St. Sunday 9:30 & 10:30 and 6:00 P.M. Wad. 7:00 
P.M. Call 883-2550 or Marvin Morrow, Min. 793·0282. 

STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum - 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Per1onal Evangelism - Ml11lons 

Complete Program for Wlvas and Teachers 
Contact Warren Wilcox, Director 303-986-5600, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELL VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible 1tudy 9:00A.M., Wor1hlp 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Wednesday Bible 1tudy 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCHOOL 
4850 Saufley Road 

Penucola, Florida 32506 
Phone 904-453-3426 

Full 2 year program, V.A. approved, Max R. Miller, Director. 

BREWER, MAINE - 241 Center St., V.F.W. Hall. Sunday 
clases, 10:15; Wor1hlp, 11:00. Phone 207-989·2539, or 886-
4383. Vllit0r1 Welcome. Write about newcomer~ to the 
GREATER BANGOR AREA. 

Bristol, VIrginia, East Bristol Church of Christ Just off 1·81 
between Exit 3 and 4 on Bonham Road. Sunday 10:00 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M.; Wadnelday 7:30 P.M. Phone 1·70:S.669-1896, 
Kenneth Chambers, Minister. 

FAIRBORN, OHIO near DAYTON and Wrlght·Patt-AFB. 922 S. 
Central; 878.0452. 

FARLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
12113 S. Memorial Pky. 

HuntiVIIIe, Alabama 35803 
(205) 883-2960 

Sunday: Bible Study 9:00 A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M. William E. Wardlaw, 
Evangeii1L 

FLEETWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
15035 Katy Freeway (1·10 West) 

Houston, Texas no94 
(713) 492-1219 

SUnday: Bible Sludy 9:00 A.M., Wor1hlp 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M. Jim Dobbs, Evangelist. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2842 Shelby Street 

lnclanapolll, Indiana 46203 
(317) 784-9480 

Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7:45P.M. Fred Davis, Evangelist. 

I.B.M. COUNTRY - POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
We will contact your relatives and friends. Church meets at 112 
Montgomery St. Zip 12601. Or call Tom Tarbet (914) 462.0467. 

METRO-DENVER AREA 
Englewood Church of Christ, 
4690 S. Logan 303-789-4749 

Mac Bartee. Evangelist 
------------------------------- --------------------------
SUNSET SCHOOL OF PREACH lNG courses by 
Correspondence. Programmed tapes with written material and 
testl. Also you may Join our Tape-A-Month Club and receive 
speclalleuons on many subfects. For Free Information write: 
Sunset Church of Christ, 2432 27th St., Lubbock, TX 79411. 
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Washington, D.C. area - 20 minutes from our nation's capital, 
Church of Christ, 111 East Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VIrginia 
22301, phone (703) 838·3083 or 971-4147, Mark N. Hicks, 
Evangelist. 

PREACHERS WANTED 
A congregation of 65 members In Boone, NC Is seeking a full· 
time minister. Located In a friendly and growing community of 
12,000, local state supported collage of 10,000, good public 
schools and surrounded by the beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountain•. Should one and his family desire to grow together 
In Chrlat as a part of this congregation, please send a resume 
and a cassette tape of a recant sermon to: Boone Church of 
Christ. Minister Search, P. 0. Box 1265, Boone NC 28607. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 821 Park St., Ashland, OR 97520 Is 
needing a preacher by Sept. 1, 1984. Send resume and tape of 
recent sermon. (503) 535-2422 or (503) 482·1713. 

Small south Texas church needs active, retired or semi-retired 
minister 9-1-84. 3 B/R house and utilities and modest salary. 
Send resume or Inquiry to the church, P. 0. Box 444, Falfurrlu, 
Texas 78355. 

Minister Wanted. Congregation of 125 member1 with elders 
seeking full-time, dedicated mlnl1ter to work with 
congregation under oversight of elders In San Benito, TX. Call 
or write Luther Archibald, 599 N. Dowling, San Benito, TX 
78588 (512) 399-1732. 

WANTED: Youth Minister - Contact the alders. Send Re1ume 
to: Eastside Church of Christ. 918 S. Douglas Blvd., Midwest 
City, OK 73130, 405-732·0393. 

POSITIONS WANTED 
Education Director/Associate Minister. Mature, dedicated 
family man. Experienced In education, counseling, youth, 
overall church administration. Masters degree. Elbert 
Johnson, Route 1, Box 3250, Rapid City, SD 5n02, (605) 341· 
1672. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE. Experienced, mature. Dick Norman, 
828 Shenandoah, Plano, TX 75023, (214) 423·1327. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE: 12 years experience (Most In 
mission work). For resume/references/Information: Write Roy 
A. Crutcher, P. 0. Box 1375, Lebanon, TN 37088-1375 or Call 
615-444-5173. 

Preacher Available - 1971 graduate of Preston Road School of 
Preaching. (512) 232·6933. 

HELP WANTED 
CHRISTIAN NEUROLOGIST In solo private practice looking 
for partner, BE, EEG, EMG. Please reply: 802 Main Street, 
Melrose, MA 02176, (817) 865-3972. 

CUSTODIAN NEEDED - would prefer active retired or semi
retired couple. House and Salary. Contact Central Church of 
Chrllt, 607 Mcl.lah, Ardmore, OK 73401, 405-223-3289. 

FOR SALE 
BEAVER LOG HOMES: 35 plans or custom design; lovely for 
church or commercial. Member, Log Home Council. SAVE. 
ENERGY EFFICIENT. Plan Book $5 or free Info. GERI'S LOG 
HOME SALES, 2700 Linda Dr., Ennis. TX 75119; (214) 875· 
8640. 

FOR SALE: Full service religious bookstore. Well established. 
Good location. Includes building, fixtures and Inventory. For 
more details call (214) 792·7777 during business hours. After 
hOUri (214) 832-5203. 

The Cue For The Christian Policeman 
Tarry M. Hightower 
$5.00 + sse postage 

P. 0. Box 659, Sebastian, FL 32958 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CHILD CARE STAFF- Urgent need for Christian couples for 
houseparentl on campus In rural VIrginia near Washington, 
D.C. Maximum 7 school age children/home. Housing, utilities, 
child care allowance; medical Insurance and salary available 
for wife, other expense provided. Assistance In securing job for 
husband. Contact: Director, Rainbow Christian Sarvlc81, 6004 
Artemus Rd., Box 9, Gainesville, VA 22065. Call collect 703· 
754-8516. 

FREE 1984 Tract Catalog. Write to Haun Publishing Co., P. 0. 
Box 3426, Pasadena, Texas 77501. 

FOR SALE: A 1 acre cabin site adjacent to a Christian youth 
camp, located In S.W. Colorado Rocky Mountains. Good 
flahlng, hunting, etc. L. V. McKee, Box 1029, Cortez, CO 81321. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $16.559 • $50,553/year. Now Hiring. 
Your Area. Call805·687-6000 Ext. R-6000. 

How many rellgloul periodicals do you subscribe to? 

Instructors needed to teach Personal Development Courses. 
Excellent part-time Income poulbllltles for those willing to 
work. Even greater outreach poulbllltles and self growth 
rewards. For details and free Information write or call: 
Succe&lful Living Institute, 1401 Wilshire Dr., Od81sa, Texa1 
79761, 915-333·3516 (after 5:00 P.M.). 

INVESTIGATE! The Firm Foundation tries to saeen 
advertising, and will not knowingly take questionable 
advertising. But n Is the reader's responsibility to Investigate. 
Like any other paper, we sometimes unwittingly run an 
unworthy ad. As the old uylng goes, before you Invest, 
Investigate! 

Let's all build the Firm Foundation. 
Subscribe for your friends and get your friends 
to subscribe. 

1 Year $12.00; 2 Years $23.00; 3 Years 
$33.00. Club Rate- $11.00 per year (prepaid). 
Minimum five subscriptions per club. 
Congregational (prepaid) when a 
congregation pays for the paper to be sent to 
at least 25 members. Churches may be billed 
monthly at 24 cents per Issue. Bundle Rate -
$9.50 per year per subscription (prepaid) 
when a bundle (minimum of 10) Is mailed to 
one address. Churches may be billed monthly 
at 22 cents per copy per Issue. 

Send all subscriptions to: Post Office Box 
17200, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

Let us print the next membership directory of the Lord's 
Church where you wor1hlp. Speedy service, reasonable price. 
Send for Information and free sample directory. Spangler 
Church Directory Printing Service, P.O.Box 1710,Aubum,CA 
95603 or call (918) 885-Sn6. 

NEW BOOK - A REVIEW: THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
SALUTE YOU ROMANS 16:16. A book by Bill Ijames reviewing 
many of the Important events In the brotherhood over the last 
couple of years and detailing the present situation In each 
country and state. Coat $10 po1tpald. Order from Bill IJames, 
Box 884, Mocksville, NC 27028. 

OPPORTUNITY to help In the care of children and families In 
services being expanded at High Plains Children's Home and 
Family Services, Inc. Applications are being accepted for: 
Houseparents, Social Worker~, Director of Social Services 
(MSW required), Campus Manager. Attractive salary and 
benefits. Contact Byron Nichols. P. 0. Box 7448, Amarillo, 
Texas 79114-7448. Telephone (808) 355·6588. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT, especially older Brotherhood 
and any Debates. Wayne Stephens, Box 285, Shawnee, OK 
74801. 

SINGLES- For list of those desiring to correspond with other 
singles, send SASE to Correspondence, P. 0. Box997, Perry, 
OK 73077. Indicate whether you would like to be Included on 
list. Give age - optional. 

WE REBIND CHERISHED BIBLES - write for free leather 
samples and prices. Bible Bindery, Box 2485, Abilene, Texas 
79604. 

When VIsiting KNOXVILLE 
Use this coupon for 

Commercial Rate at the all new 

MIDDLEBROOK INN 
Hilton Road & Middlebrook Pike 

Knoxville, TN 37921 
Slnsle $18.90, Double $22.90 

(615) 588·1982 588·1983 588-1984 
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BOOKS BY 
FOY E. WALLACE, JR. 

GOD'S PROPHETIC WORD 
$19.50 

A series of addresses delivered in the Music Hall in 
Houston, Texas exposing Modern Millennial Theories. 

A REVIEW OF THE NEW VERSIONS 
$19.50 

Consisting of an exposure of the multiple new 
translations including the New International Version. 
Including the defense of the last twelve verses of Mark by 
England's great scholar, J. W. Burgon. Also, R. C. 
Foster's "Battle of the Versions." 

BULWARKS OF THE FAITH 
$19.50 

A series of addresses delivered in the Music Hall in 
Houston, refuting the Dogmas of Catholicism and 
Doctrines of Protestant Denominationalism. 

NEAL-WALLACE DISCUSSION 
$16.50 

An important history-making discussion on modern 
millennial theories, held at Winchester, Kentucky and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

MISSION AND MEDIUM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
A complete review of the Holy Spirit Questions: 
operation, indwelling, baptism and blasphemy. (New 
edition being printed.) 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
$19.50 

An extended edition of the Certified Gospel, new 
chapters. added including a section dealing with 
Jehovah's Witnesses cult. (New edition now at printers.) 

CHRISTIAN AND THE GOVERNMENT 
$16.50 

Reprints of editorials by the author with articles by Cled 
Wallace, Whiteside, Nichol, and a review of the 
Lipscomb Civil Government book. 

..... u ..... ..... ·-

SERMON ON THE MOUNT AND 
THE CIVIL STATE 

$12.00 
Section 1: A commentary on the text of the Sermon on 
The Mount. Section II: A discussion ofthe Bible teaching 
concerning civil and military government. 

THE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC QUESTION 
$19.50 

Consisting of material by the author in public discussion 
refuting the arguments for the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in the worship. · 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
$16.50 

A complete refutation of the continuous-history theory 
by a presentation of solid internal evidence that the 
Apocalypse was composed in the period before the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

NUMBER ONE GOSPEL SERMONS 
$10.00 

Fifteen first principle sermons delivered in February 
1967, at the Number One Church of Christ (Nashville 
Road) the Number One community. (New edition being 
printed.) 

AN EVALUATION OF THE NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

A 116 page booklet. A supplement to the Review or'the 
New Versions. (New edition being printed.) 

Firm Foundation Publishing House 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, FL 32522 
Texas and Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 

Add $1.00 for postage and handling for one book; 
for two or more add 159(, of the total cost. 

... 



9£ xoa 31no~ ~~~s 
83.183 N I (',-T31 . ..t ~:I !AI 

tOO ~8/£0 188 

1884 
"THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH HA JIING THIS SEAL, THE 

19•84 LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS." II Timothy 2:19 

Vol. 101 Austin, Texas, July 10, 1984 No. 28 

SAL VAT/ON BY GRACE ONLY 
Tommy J. Hicks 

The denominational doctrine of salvation by grace 
only is being openly advocated by some men posing as 
gospel preachers. Recently, one said to me, ~In spite of 
years of negative, legalistic, 'guilt-trip' preaching, I 
discovered GRACE!" Later, in that same conversation, 
he stated, "I had absolutely nothing to do with my own 
salvation!" Unfortunately, preachers such as this one are 
being invited to speak in supposedly "conservative" 
congregations where they are greeted with open arms by 
brethren who do not even recognize false doctrine when 
they hear it. Hosea 4:6 was never more applicable than it 
is today. However, more than that, "The prophets 
prophesy falsely ... and my people love to have it so" (Jer. 
5:31). 

I do not know of any faithful gospel preachers who 
deny that we are saved by grace. Faithful gospel 
preachers do condemn the doctrine of salvation by grace 
only for being denominational doctrine, false to the core. 
Man is not saved by grace only. Furthermore, the 
doctrine of salvation by grace only conflicts with the 
plain and simple doctrine of salvation as presented in the 
Bible. 

If man is saved by God's grace only, then all men will be 
saved. Paul boldly affirmed, ''For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men ... " (Titus 
2: II). God desires for all men to learn the truth and be 
saved (I Tim. 2:4). He wants every individual to repent 
and enjoy salvation (II Pet. 3:9). God is not a respecter of 
persons (Acts 10:34). If man has nothing to do with his 
own salvation, if there is nothing a man can or must do in 
order to be saved by God's grace __:. in light of the 
passages above- the Bible should teach that all men will 
be saved. But does the Bible teach that all men will be 
saved? NO! Jesus said, .. Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matt. 
7: 14). Therefore some will be saved but most will be lost. 
If man has nothing to do with his own salvation, how is it 
that some are saved by grace only and others are not? Is 
God to be held responsible for those who will be lost? If 
so, God would be mean, unjust, and terrible. We know 
better than that. Our heavenly Father is loving (John 
3: 16), just (I John I :9), and merciful (Luke 6:36). Because 
God does desire for all men to be saved, by His grace, He 
has provided the way of salvation whereby all men can be 
saved; however, each man is a free moral agent. God 
offers salvation by grace, but it is up to man to accept or 
reject the salvation God has made possible. Each man 
who rejects God's calling will be lost. Only those who 
heed God's calling will be saved. 

You see, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, God calls 
all men (Mark 16: 15-16) to recdve His saving grace. In 
fact, the gospel is the "good news" of God's grace. The 
apostle Paul said, "But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God" (Acts 20:24). This same Paul points out 
that one is called into grace. He wrote, "I marvel that ye 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Editorial ... 

DECEIVERS 
The particular motives by which men may be led to beguile others are 

reducible to a small number indeed. Perhaps they can be reduced to 
include only three - pride (love of honor), love of profit, and love of 
pleasure. 

There is often a great deal of pride and vanity in starting old notions 
and broaching new doctrines. It is pretending to be wiser than the rest of 
the world, and is thought to be an argument of uncommon sagacity. 
Upon this footing some are perpetually in quest of new discoveries in the 
doctrine and conduct of Christianity. Nothing pleases them if they have 
not the honor of inventing or discovering something new or something 
deep and hard to be understood. They seem to be cast in the mold of the 
Athenians who " ... spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or 
to hear some new thing" (Acts 17:2 I). When a man gives this much 
freedom to his vanity and thinks himself significant enough to be 
recognized and respected, it is not long until he becomes the leader of a 
sect. He then begins first to whisper out his choice discoveries to a few 
select admirers and confidants, who will be sure to flatter him in his work. 
Next, he will tell aloud to anyone who will listen how great a secret he has 
found out and will stress the inestimable value in it. Then at length will 
come the use of sleight and cunning craftiness and all imaginable guile. 
He will seek out qualified agents to highly commend the conceit. Next, it 
will be spread in the most artful manner among the simple and least 
suspecting. After that parties will be formed and every effort will be made 
to have public sanction given to it so as to appear that a majority either 
approve or at least are contending for it. Love of fame and glory is a very 
strong passion, and operates marvellously in persons who enjoy being 
placed on a pedestal. Such conduct is observable, not only in the world of 
denominationalism, but also in the church. 

Observe how the love of profit may sometimes do the same thing. 
There is gain to be made in many places by perverting the truth and 
deceiving the populace. Men who are not worthy to teach in the church, 
or who have been set aside for their insufficiency or immorality, may 
bring new doctrines and draw disciples after them for the sake of 
protection and maintenance of financial gain. With such men the vending 
of false doctrine is a trade and preaching a merchandise. Thus has the 
love of profit been the mother of heresies and has brought many deceivers 
into the Lord's church. They have often by their "sleight" and "cunning 
craftiness" beguiled unwary and unstable souls and led away disciples 
after them. Such reminds us of Paul's warning in Ephesians 4:14, "That 
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." 

Another motive which leads men to beguile others is the love of 
pleasure. As religious restraints set not easy upon flesh and blood, but 
bear hard upon corrupt nature, so men of corrupt minds will be ever 
laboring to invent and publish smooth and softening doctrines, such as 
may either qualify the strictness of the gospel or sap the belief and weaken 
the Christian in his battle against sin. Many ancient heretics had such 
views as these in the first broaching of their heresies. Their design was to 
take off the awe and dread of a future judgment, and thereby to open a 
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door to all licentiousness of life and 
dissolutness of manners. And men 
love to have it so. They want to hear 
smooth and sweet things. They love 
freedom of will and abhor restriction. 
They want and intend to have a good 
time in this life. They have adopted 
the philosophy of .. get all you can out 
of life for you only go around once," 
and they do not want anyone, 
whether it be a preacher or the God of 
heaven, telling them what they can 
and cannot do. Men motivated by the 
love of pleasure have an open door to 
deceive the hearts of men and lead 
them away from righteousness. 

The best preventative to such 
deception is honest and good hearts, 

well-disposed towards truth and 
godliness, having no special desires to 
serve and no favorite passions to 
indulge in. If a man is willing to know 
and to do God's commandments, he 
will easily discern in most cases 
whether a doctrine be of God or 
whether it be of man. The evidences 
of true Christianity and its main 
doctrines are so bright and strong, 
when carefully attended to, that 
common sense and reason are 
sufficient to lead us where there is no 
bias to mislead us. For the past 
several years, as has been periodically 
since the church began, bold attacks 
have been made within the church 
against the doctrines of New 
Testament Christianity. Such has 

been carried on with exquisite 
subtlety and craftiness and has 
resulted in a great deal of success. 
Perhaps some of the deception has 
resulted from the weakness of the 
deceived, and the British author was 
correct when he observed, '' ... no man 
can in this ca~e be deceived who has 
not first a desire to be so ... " But 
without doubt, most of the deception 
within the kingdom has occurred 
because some men follow the ways of 
the devil and others of us have 
passively allowed it to be so. 

-William S. Cline, Editor 

• 
Salvation By Grace Only 
(Continued from Page I) 

are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel" (Gal. I :6). Agam, 
Paul penned, .. Whereunto he called you by our gospel" 
(II Thess. 2: 14). Therefore, the gospel is the "good news" 
of God's saving grace, and one is called into God's saving 
grace through the hearing of the gospel. 

If all men are called by the gospel into God's grace, will 
all men be saved? NO! Jesus declared, "For many are 
called, but few are chosen" (Matt. 22: 14). The difference 
is that some who are called by the gospel of God's grace 
believe and obey it while others do not. Ephesians 2:8 
helps make it clear. There Paul said, "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith." Grace is extended by God and it is 
received by faith. Thus, one can see God's part and man's 
part in salvation. Please bear in mind that it takes a living, 
active, obedient faith, not just faith only, to be saved. 
James 2:20, 26 reveals, "But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, 
that faith without works is dead'? ... For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also." This does not take away from salvation by grace at 
all. Romans 3:24 teaches that we are justified by grace. It 
reads, "Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Romans 5: I teaches 
that we are justified by faith. This verse says, .. Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." James 2:24 teaches that we are 
justified by works. Here James says, .. Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." 
These verses do not conflict with and contradict one 
another. Rather, they complement one another. Taken 
together these passages inform us that we are justified by 
grace through a living, working, active, obedient faith 
and not by a dead faith or faith alone. One is not justified 
apart from the grace of God, or apart from faith, or apart 
from the works a living faith produces. 
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When one refuses to believe and obey the gospel, he 
rejects God's grace; therefore, he rejects salvation. Some 
will contend that if we have to obey anything it is a 
"system of law," that such is "legalism," and this means 
one is "saved by works" and not by grace. The "salvation 
by grace only" advocates insist that law and grace are 
mutually exclusive. However, the Bible teaches that the 
law of Christ (Gal. 6:2) and God's saving grace are 
actually one and the same. The question every "salvation 
by grace only" preacher should be asked is: "Does one 
have to do God's will and obey the gospel in order to be 
saved?" Jesus, Peter, and Paul help clarify the matter for 
us. Jesus stated, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). One must do God's will in order to be saved! God's 
will is revealed in the gospel of Christ (Rom. I: 17), which 
is the gospel of God's grace. Peter asked the question, 
" ... what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel 
of God?" (I Pet. 4: 17). Paul answered, "The Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" 
(II Thess. I :6-9). 

Except one obey the gospel of God's grace, he cannot 
be saved! Jesus is the author of salvation only for those 
who obey Him. "Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered; And being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him"(Heb. 5:8-9). Only when one 
hears the gospel of God's grace, believes the gospel of 
God's grace, and obeys the gospel of God's grace, will one 
be saved by God's grace. 

P. 0. Box 8156 
Fort Worth, TX 76124 • 
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Victory is Ours! 
James R. Davis 

" ... Alas, my master! how shall we 
do?'' was the cry of the servant of 
Elisha wheri he awoke one morning to 
see the city of Dothan surrounded by 
the Syrian army arrayed in battle 
armour (2 Kings 6:8-23). It was a cry 
of hopelessness. As the servant stood 
encountering the difficulties of the 
situation, fear gripped his soul and 
blinded him to the real possibilities. 
His cry was one of defeat. 

Apprehension about life's 
problems may cause Christians to feel 
the same overwhelming despon
dency. Young Christians struggling 
to live clean, moral lives receive 
tremendous peer pressure to do what 
everybody else is supposedly doing
they wonder if they can overcome. A 
young Christian woman struggling to 
rear her children to be Christians 
without any moral support from her 
husband may think in her heart, 
"There is no hope!" An alcoholic feels 
that perhaps his problem is bigger 
than his resources to handle it. Caring 
souls seeing a church torn apart by 
strife, personalities, and conflicting 
interest may think, "Well, what's the 
use?" The complexities of life's 
problems deceive many into believing 
that they are defeated. 

The success of the Christian is 
dependent upon a recognition of his 
own weakness, of his constant need of 
God, and of God's abiding presence. 
An awareness of these truths instilled 

hope in Elisha's heart and led him to 
victory. 

Christians may equate maturity 
with the ability to handle life's 
dilemmas alone. They may think they 
are able to make it without anyone's 
help - especially God's help. Some 
perhaps look at dependence upon 
God as a sign of weakness. Such is 
pure foolishness. As Elisha took 
inventory of his situation, he 
recognized that he was incapable of 
coping with the problem alone. He 
was not afraid to lean upon God. 
Elisha said, " ... Fear not: for they that 
be with us are more than they that be 
with them" (2 Kings 6: 16). He was 
confident that a God of unlimited 
resources would do for him what he 
(Elisha) could not do for himself. If 
Elisha responded to his problem as 
many Christians respond to their 
problems, defeat would certainly 
have followed. He understood his 
limitations and his own deep need of 
God's help. 

A vivid realization of God's 
abiding presence made Elisha's life 
panic-proof. God never intended for 
man to face life's crises alone. The 
Lord told Joshua, " ... Bestrongand of 
a good courage; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest" (Josh. I :9). Christians on the 
brink of despair must realize they 
have a heavenly Father to fall back 
upon. The Hebrew writer wrote, 
" .. .for he hath said, I will ne.ver leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
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and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me" (Heb. 13:5, 6). 

Elisha prayed, •• ... Lord ... open his 
eyes, that he may see. And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man; 
and he saw: and, behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha"(2 
Kings 6: 17). As the young man stood 
gazing into the heavens he learned a 
vital truth -"God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in 
trouble" (Psalm 46: 1). David said, ••J 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from when~e cometh my help. My 
help cometh from the Lord which 
made heaven and earth" (Psalm 
121: I, 2). Elisha looked to the Lord 
and prayed, •• ... Lord ... Smite this 
people, I pray thee, with blindness. 
And he smote them with blindness 
according to the word of Elisha" (2 
Kings 6: 18). Elisha's unwavering faith 
in God allowed him to see a ray of 
hope shining through the dark clouds 
of gloom and despair. 

We sing an old song, "Faith is the 
victory! Oh, glorious victory, That 
overcomes the world." In the midst of 
a confused and sometimes chaotic 
world the Christian is in danger of 
despair. An Elisha-like faith will 
grant us the strength to go on and 
instill in our hearts the assurance that, 
"Victory is ours!" 
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LEGALISM 
J. B. Myers 

What is Legalism? 

Before a term is used, it is best to 
understand its meaning. Once a 
definition has been established, one 
should be consistent in using the 
definition and not change meanings 
in the middle of a discussion. I have 
always understood legalism as 
"binding on others where God has not 
bound." For example, to insist that 
the Lord's Supper be observed before 
the sermon on Sunday morning is to 
bind where God has not bound. We 
may prefer that it occur before the 
sermon, but we cannot insist that it is 
God's will that this is the only 
acceptable time. On the other hand, 
to argue it is permissible to dispense 
with the Lord's Supper entirely is to 
loose where God has not loosed since 
it is God's will that we partake of the 
Lord's Supper each first day of the 
week. This is liberalism. These 
definitions work very well because 
they force us to use God's will as the 
standard. 

Such a definition of legalism is not 
satisfactory to some. We often hear 
about the danger of legalism. 
However, the definition used sounds 
closer to what the denominations 
often say when they are pressed to 
obey the clear teaching of the Bible. 
Legalism is now being defined as 
''seeking to be justified before God by 
law or rule keeping." If the law or rule 
keeping is something man is binding 
and not God, then I would have no 
objection to this statement. However, 
if one suggests that we cannot be 
justified before God by keeping His 
law, then we have an entirely different 
situation. Yet, this is exactly what 
some are teaching. As a result, there is 
a greater reluctance to demand 
obedience to the gospel. I asked one 
preacher whether he would even 
demand from sinners what Peter 
demanded in Acts 2:38. His response 
was, "I make no demands in my 
preaching." It is not legalism to bind 
on others what God has bound! In 
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fact, such is the heart of the great 
commission. If legalism is attempting 
to be saved by trying to keep God's 
laws, then how can we avoid 
becoming legalists? Can we obey 
God's laws without trying? How can 
we obey God's commands and, at the 
same time. be indifferent? or, can we 
be saved without keeping God's law? 

The Wrong Definition Misapplied 

Those who hold the erroneous view 
of legalism stated above use the 
wrong examples in scripture to 
uphold their view. For example, 
Paul's statement to the Galatians, 
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free" 
(Gal. 5: I), is supposed to be a warning 
against legalism. But this does not fit 
the new definition of legalism. The 
Judaizing teachers were not guilty o( 
seeking to bind God's law on the 
Galatian brethren. They were guilty 
of binding what God had not bound. 
The law and its ordinances had been 
done away by the cross. Paul argues 
that the just will live by faith (3: I I). 
To live by faith does not mean we are 
to be indifferent to God's law. On the 
contrary, only those who obey God 
live by faith (see Heb. 11). Faith 
comes from God's word (Rom. 
10:17). The law was not "of faith" 
(Gal. 3:12) because it had been 
replaced by the gospel. To bind the 
ceremonial aspects of the Ia w now is 
to bind where God has not bound. As 
we have noted earlier, this is the true 
definition of legalism. 

Another example that is often 
applied to the wrong definition of 
legalism is that of the Pharisees and 
their interpretations of the law. Jesus 
was criticized for telling a man to pick 
up his pallet on the sabbath (J no. 5:8-
12). Were the Jews legalists because 
they demanded that Jesus strictly 
observe the sabbath? No, because 
Jesus never violated the sabbath. 
They were legalists because they 
sought to bind on Jesus that which 
was not bound by God. As Jesus 
pointed out elsewhere (cf. Mk. 2:27), 
their interpretation of sabbath 
keeping was much too strict. 

Those who advocate strict 

adherence to God's law have never 
questioned the importance of the 
heart. Paul said, "but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you." Obedience 
to God cannot occur without a 
response from the heart. If one is 
obedient to sound doctrine his 
response will be from the heart and he 
will not add to God's law. 

Conclusion 

In our discussions of legalism, it is 
important to establish the correct 
definition and apply it to the 
appropriate examples in scripture. 
We cannot avail ourselves to the 
grace of God if we do not obey His 
wili(Jno.l4:21; 1 Jno.2:4).ThatGod 
demands obedience is evident from 
even a superficial reading of His 
word. We cannot obey God's will and, 
at the same time, be indifferent to 
obedience. We cannot quote John 
I 4: 15 and at the same time declare the 
gospel contains no law. Legalism is 
not equivalent to the obedience 
principle. 
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Biblical Studies 
Gilbert D. Gough, Editor 

"HARSH 
JUDGMENTS 

CONDEMNED" 
James 4:11-12 

Clifford Newell, Jr. 

"Speak not evil one of another. 
brethren. He that speaketh evil of his 
brother, and j udgeth his brother. 
speaket/1 evil of the fall': b ut if th ou 
judge the law, thou art not a doer of 
the /a11·, but a judge. There is one 
!all'giver. ll'ho is able to save and to 
dest roy: 11'110 art th ou that judges! 
another?"(J ames 4:1 1-1 2). 

The book of James has been ca lled 
the "epis t le of prac t ice. " wit h 
emphasis upon the moral demands of 
Christianity. Wit hin th is fra mework, 
.J ames dea ls wit h one of the besett ing 
sins of huma nity - the improper use 
of the tongue which has claimed 
the attention of .J a mes again a nd 
again . One of the truly se ri ous 
matters of the tongue is the harsh, ill 
natured. censorious judgment against 
a nother. T here is perhaps no more 
common sin among sa ints a nd 
sinners, since the beginning of time, 
than to engage in sla nder. 

"SP EAK OT EV IL ONE OF 
A OTHER, BR ETH RE ."This is 
literal ly tra nslated , ·'S top speaking 
agai nst each other! " The significance 
of such is that it condemns the habit 
or practice of speaking evi l. Th is 
sta teme nt should be read a nd 
interp reted in the ligh t of J esus' 
statement in the se rmon on the 
mou nt , ".Judge not , that ye be not 
judged" (Matt. 7: I). Let it be noted 
just here tha t neither J esus no r J ames 
condemns a ll kinds of judging; fo r we 
read, "Judge not according to the 
appearance. but judge righteous 
judgment" (Jno. 7:24). A ·'critica l 
fa culty" has been planted within us, 
a nd the Lord ex pects us to use it as he 
in tended. There is not a day that 
passes in which we a rc not ca lled 
upon to form judgments on people 
and thi ngs. and on our own conduct ; 
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but we arc not to stop simply wi th 
judgi ng. 

Agai n, the kind o f judgi ng 
condemned by J ames is the practice 
of ill-natu red criticism. hasty a nd 
half-formed opinions, the open a nd 
even unconscious asse rti on of our 
own superi ority, the malicious 
whis pers, a nd the cruel sneers which 
do so much harm in eve ryday 
relationships of human li fe. In a 
word. we a re to refra in fro m sel f
righteous, love less. and censorious 
judgments. 

" HE THAT S PE/\ KET H EV IL 
OF HI S BROTHER. AND 
J UDGET H HI S BROTHER . 
S P EA K ET H EV I L OF TH E 
LAW. Ar\D .I UDGETH THE 
LAW." T he law referred to here is. in 
al l probabilit y. the law of Christ 
(James I :25), whi ch co ndemns all 
such censori ous judging. Therefo re, to 
speak aga inst a brother is to speak 
aga inst the la w, for the law of Christ 
forbids such evil speak ing. Christ ians 
are to be gove rned by the la w of love 
(I Cor. 13). and to ac t contra ry to that 
law is to bring into questi on its moral 
and spiritual standard s. and to se t 
one's own opinio ns up against God 's 
will. This seemed to be a problem in 
J ames' day with brethren se tting up 
their own sta ndard by which they 
would speak and act toward one 
another. T his so ca lled standard was 
false and was only designed to show 
complete disregard for the fee lings 
and motives of others. It also put the 
wo rst possible interp reta tion on the 
words and actions of others. This 
att it ud e seeming ly cha racteri zed 
them, and such was o nly hi ghhanded 
and presumptuous. T he Christia n 
was to "be a doer of the Ia w" and not a 
judge of it. He was not to ca talog the 
fau lts of others. 

"BUT IF THOU J UDGE TH E 
LAW, THOU ART NOT A DO ER 
OFTHE LAW, BUT A.JUDGE."An 
interest ing point that begs our 
attention is the tense of the ve rbs used 
by the Holy Spirit. They ind ica te not 
an occasiona l lapse into this sin , bu t a 
constant a nd habit ual addiction to 
such. This, a characteristic of those to 
whom James wrote, is not too 
su rprising, beca use those who spca k 
evil of others occasiona ll y will 

eventual ly fa ll int o the harmfu l habit 
of doing it con t inuo usly. This 
rela ti onsh ip not only affects one 
another but God as we ll. "If a ma n 
say. I love God. and ha tcth hi~ 
brother. he is a liar: for he tha t loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen. 
how can he love God whom he hath 
not secn "(l Jno. 4:20) . " He tha t saith 
he is in the ligh t. and hatcth hi:-. 
bro ther, is in da rkness even until now. 
He that lovc th his brothe r abidcth in 
the light, and there is none occasion 
of stumb li ng in him. But he that 
hat cth his brother is in darkness. a nd 
walkcth in da rkness. and knoweth 
not whither he goc th . because that 
darkness hath bl inded his eyes" ( I 
J no. 2:9- 1 I). 

"TH ERE IS Or\E LAWG IVER . 
WHO IS ABLE TO SAVE Al\'D TO 
DESTROY: WHO ART THO 
T HAT J UDGEST A 'OTHER'!" 
These words a rc ap pa rently intended 
to show the a rrogant impertinence of 
those who speak against one anothe r 
a nd thereby speak against the law. 
God's people a re supposed to be 
d oe rs of the la w ra ther than 
lawgive rs. T he one lawgive r is J esus 
Christ, the Son of God , in whom God 
invested "al l power and au thority in 
heaven and ea rt h" (Matt. 28: 18). He 
alone ha the power to save. the 
power to destroy, and the power to 
judge in such ma tters(Acts 17:30-31). 
When .James asks, .. Who a rc yo u that 
judges yo ur neighbor?", he was ca lling 
a tten tion to their lack of both the 
right and the abil ity to do such a thing. 
If we were allowed to judge. ou r 
judgment wo uld be inadequa te; fo r 
we do not have sufficient insight to 
kn ow the facts in the casl,; . So then, 
what docs o ur judgment of our 
neighbors amount to? Often it 
amo unts to sla nder and defamation 
of cha ractc r. 

In conclusio n. yes it is true that the 
tongue is very. ve ry powerful! In 
talki ng. u~e as much cau tion as a 
ca rpenter: measure twice a nd saw 
once. For our own good. we must 
learn to wa tch ou r word s. ''Whoso 
kec pcth his mouth and his tongue 
kcc peth h i~ so ul from troubles" 
(P rov. 21:23). 

204 Pocahonta s T r. 
George town. K Y 40.:1 24 • 
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DAILY BIBLE 
READING 

Rocky Whitely 

Reputations. It used to be said 
about members of the Lord's church 
that we were the people who knew the 
Book. If anyone wished to know 
something about the Bible, he simply 
would ask a Christian. Yet, sometimes 
I think that if we were asked today. 

•• Do you know the Book?" we would 
respond, .. What book?" What has 
happened to our reputation? Did we 
become proud of our accomplish
ment, then neglect the God-given 
effort that gave us such fame? A good 
reputation is something to be proud 
of. But the work that resulted in such 
recognition is the same work that is 
necessary to sustain it! Our 
reputation can be gained and 
maintained only by reading, 
meditating on, studying, and learning 
God's word. 

••Have you not read'?" was a 
favorite question asked the Jews by 
Jesus. With that question, Jesus made 
them think about what they read in 
the scriptures (Matt. 21 :42), in the 
law (Matt. 12:5), and in the book of 
Moses (Mark 12:26). With that 
question, Jesus made them think 
about what God said to them (Matt. 
22:31 ). Although the words were 
written by Moses and the prophets 
hundreds of years before Christ, 
Jesus said that God spoke those 
words to the Jews of Christ's day. 
Jesus expected the Jews to have read 
the Old Testament. On some 
occasions, he even chided them by 
asking his question this way, .. Have 
you never read'?" 

Of course the Jews read! Or, at 
least they should have. Public reading 
of the scriptures was done 
periodically by them. When the 
Israelites accepted the covenant from 
God at Mount Sinai, Moses read all 
the book of the covenant to the 
people (Exo. 24:7). When Joshua 
erected an altar on Mount E bal, he 
read all the words of the law and did 
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not omit any of them (Josh. 8:34-35). 
When the book of the law was found 
in King Josiah's day, it was read 
before all the people, both great and 
small (2 Kings 23:2). When the 
Israelites returned from Babylonian 
captivity, Ezra read all the law to all 
the people (Neh. 8: 1-9:3). In addition 
to those readings specifically 
mentioned, publ.ic reading of 
scripture was commanded by God to 
be done every seven years ( Deut. 31 :9-
13). 

Private reading and learning of the 
law was also expected of God's 
people. Moses told them, ••Hear, 0 
Israel: Jehovah our God is one 
Jehovah:andthoushaltloveJehovah 
thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might. 
And these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be upon thy heart" 
(Deut. 6:4-6). David wrote, .. Thy 
word have I laid up in my heart, that I 
might not sin against thee" (Psa. 
119: II). The people of Israel were 
told to lay up God's word in their 
hearts, and also to meditate on them 
day and night. God told Joshua, 
••This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate thereon day and night" 
(Josh. 1:8). David wrote of the 
blessed man whose .. delight is in the 
law of Jehovah; and on his law doth 
he meditate day and night" (Psa. 
1 :2). And again, David said, ··oh how 
love I thy law! It is my meditation all 
the day" (Psa. 119:97). These verses 
teach more than daily Bible reading. 
They teach daily study of the things 
written in the scriptures. They teach 
incorporating God's word into one's 
life. 

Similarly, Paul said, .. Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly ... " (Col. 
3: 16). God's word must abundantly 
live in us. That is accomplished 
through serious study and also 
through acceptance of what is learned 
(cf. 2 Tim. 3:7). The good and honest 
heart accepts the word (Luke 8:15) to 
the saving of the soul (Jas. 1:21). 
After study and acceptance we can 
rightly handle the word of truth (2 
Tim. 2: 15). Not only is God's word to 
live in us, but we are to live in it (cf. 
John 8:31 ). Daily Bible study puts 

God's word in us where it can work in 
us (I Thess. 2: 13). Only then can we 
work out our own salvation with God 
working in us to accomplish his will 
(Phil. 2: 12-13). 

The Bereans are examples of daily 
Bible readers. When Paul preached 
the gospel to them, ..... they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, 
examining the scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so" (Acts 
17: II). Bible study enables one to 
examine the accuracy of preachers 
and teachers. When the Ethiopian 
eunuch was returning home from 
Jerusalem, he was not reading a 
.. Roman Romance" but the 
scriptures. Philip used the passage 
which the eunuch was reading to 
preach Jesus to him (Acts 8:28-38). 
One's study can and will prepare him 
for further understanding of God's 
will. Only continual Bible study will 
make one like Apollos, a man who 
was "mighty in the scriptures" (Acts 
18:24). 

The scriptures say, .. Grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3: 18). 
Unfortunately, the knowledge of some 
is not what it should be. May these 
words never be spoken of us: 

For ~vhen by reason of the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye ha,•e need 
again that some one teach you the 
rudiments of the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and are become 
such as have need of milk. and not 
of solid food. For every one that 
partaketh of milk is without 
experience of the u·ord of 
righteousness; for he is a babe. But 
solid food is for fullgrown men, 
even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to 
discern guod and evil (He b. 5:12-
14). 

May we all become skilled in God's 
word, reading our Bibles daily. 
2722 S. Kitchen 
Port Neches, TX 77651 • 

Order by phone 
Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 
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BIBliCAL SERMONS 

CLEAN SPEECH 
George Reed 

INTRODUCTION: 
I.'" Angry words! 0 let them never From the tongue 

unbridled slip; May the heart's best impulse ever 
Check them ere they soil the lip." 

2. Jesus knew words were very important (Matt. 12:36, 
37). James also stressed the proper use of the tongue 
(Jas. 3: 1-11). 

I. CHRISTIAN SPEECH MUST BE PURE. 
I. The truth must be spoken (Eph. 4:25). 

(I) Paul emphasized the new man(vv. 17-24). A new 
man needs new speech. 

(2) Falsehood must be put away. ••Putting away" is 
an aorist participle, meaning it was to be put 
away once-and-for-all. A falsehood is a sly lie. 
It's like selling a car with bad brakes and telling 
the buyer it has good brakes. It is used in John 
8:44, Romans I :25, and 2 Thessalonians 2: II. 

(3) They were to keep speaking the truth 
(LALEITE, pres., imp.). Truth must be always 
spoken (Jn. 8:32; 17: 17; Prov. 23:23; 2 Cor. 7: 14; 
I3:8; Eph. 4: 15). 

2. Corrupt speech should not come from our mouth 
(Eph. 4:29). 
(I) Corrupt speech (SA PROS) is that which is rank, 

foul, putrid, rotten, disgusting. The word is used 
in Matthew 7:17, 18, 12:33, 13:48, and Luke 
6:43. 

(2) A contrast is set forth in this verse. Our speech 
is to be good. A GA THOS describes that which, 
being good in its character or constitution, is 
beneficial in its effect for edifying. 

(3) The word edifying comes from the word 
0/KODOMEO, which is the act of building. It 
is used in Romans 14:19, and 15:2. 

(4) Our speech is to give grace (CHARIS) to 
them that hear. Our speech is to be kind and 
to give listening pleasure to those that hear us 
speak. 

II. CHRISTIAN SPEECH MUST BE SEASONED. 

I. Our speech must be with grace (Col. 4:6). 
(I) The word seasoned (ERTUMENOS) only 

appears here. It is perfect passive participle and 
means '"having been seasoned." 

(2) Salt was used by the ancient world to denote a 
sparkling conversation. Paul uses it here to mean 
flavor and as speech which preserves from 
corruption. 

(3) Christians are known by their speech. It's like 
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the poster which reads: ••If you were arrested for 
being a Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?" 

2. We need to be ready at all times to give an answer 
concerning the hope that is in us. 
(I) People will ask questions about Christianity. 

Paul says we ••ought"(DEI) to be able to answer 
them. This little word .. ought" is a very strong 
word in the Greek language. It means "'must" 
( cf. J n. 4:24; He b. 2: I; I Tim. 3:2, 7; Titus I: II; 
Jn. 3:7). 

(2) I Peter 3: 15 is a good commentary on our text. 
Apollos and Paul were men who gave an answer 
for what they believed (cf. Acts 18:28; 17:3). 

III. CHRISTIAN SPEECH MUST BE SOUND. 
I. It is sound speech (Titus 2:8). 

(I) Healthy or sound speech is used in the gospels 
to make sick folk whole (Matt. I 2: I 3; 15:31 ). 

(2) This type of speech cannot be condemned. 
2. He that is against us may be put to shame. 

(I) ··shame" (ENTRAP£) is to cause to blush, to 
be ashamed (2 Thess. 3: 14; I Cor. 4: 14). 

(2) ••Evil" (PHA ULON) is worthless or bad. The 
world will say bad things about Christians 
(Jn. I5:19; 17:14), but they cannot be sub
stantiated. 

3. Jesus taught the principle of sound speech. 
(I) Let your speech be your bond (Matt. 5:37; 

Jas. 5: I2). 
(2) Yet Jesus answered under oath (Matt. 26:63, 

64), and Paul called God in to witness (Rom. 
1:9; 2 Cor. 1:23; Phil. 1:8; Gal. 1:20). Jesus taught 
against all profane and flippant uses oft he names 
of God. 

(3) Always speak the truth in love (Eph. 4: 15). 

CONCLUSION: 
I. Christian speech must be sound, seasoned, and pure. 
2. Use your tongue to the glory of God. 

17691 Pesante Road 
Salinas, CA 93907 
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-In ~ight of the S .. criptures 

BIBLICAL FIGURES 
OF SPEECH 

Burton Coffman 

On e o f th e great hindrances to a prope r 
understanding of the Word of God is the failu re to 
recognize the va rious figures of speech that are fo und in 
it. 

There is hyperbole, that is, exaggera ti on for the sake of 
emphasis. For example, Matthew declared that "a ll 
Jerusalem" we nt out to be ba ptized of J ohn in the J ordan 
Rive r; but there were many in J erusa lem who refused to 
go (Compare Matthew 3:5 a nd Luke 3:21 with Luke 
7:30). 

The words of J esus spoken upon the occasion of his 
instituting the Lord 's Supper, "This is my body .. . this is 
my blood," are metaphor. 

S imile is used in many of Jesus' parables. The kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a mustard seed .. .fishnet. .. treasure 
hid in fi eld, e tc. 

All of the figures of speech a re freely employed 
throughout the Bible; but the one we wish to focus upon 
here is the synecdoche, which is a form of meto nomy in 
which one or two of a related group of things may be 
mentioned as a short form fo r the whole gro up. This 
figure is in constant use every da y. A young man said , " If 
I had wheels, I would go somewhere else to ca t 
breakfast!" Of course, he meant that if he had an 
a utomobile, etc. One of the essential quali!ica ti ons of t he 
synecdoche is that the pa rt mentioned must be a n 
essentia l and vital pa rt of the whole that is spoken of. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica gives this as a n example 
of synecdoche: "The King of Spa in had I ,800 sa ils in his 
na vy." fn tha t fi gure, "sa ils" sta nds for complete a nd fully 
equipped wa rships; and it would be utterly fool ish to 
suppose that King Ph illip's wa rships we re composed of 
··sa il only." Had that been the ca~e. he merely wo uld 
have been in the clo th business and wo uld have had no 
navy a t a ll. 

When Pa ul said , "Weare justified by fai th" (Rom. 5: 1), 
he was using this figure of speech ... Fa ith" in such 
passages is a short form for "Believing in Ch ri st. 
repenting of sin s, co nfess ing Christ, being bu ried with 
him in baptism. a nd li ving a devoted , godly li fe in .J esus' 
church. " Christ and all of the apost les used thi s fi gure. 
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Peter sa id , "baptism doth now save us" ( I Pet. 3:21 ); Paul 
said we a re "saved by hope" (Rom. 8:24, A V); and Jesus 
said, " He tha t bel ieveth and is bapt ized sha ll be saved" 
(Mark 16:1 6). T here arc actually dozens ofsuch uses of 
this figure in the ew Testame nt. T here can be no do ubt 
whateve r tha t the !irst genera tion of Christians who 
received the New Testa ment understood thi s figu re 
perfectly. 

What a tragedy it is, therefore, in our own times when 
men take a fi xa tion upon one of these ew Testament 
expressions a nd boldly proclai m tha t we "a re sa ved by 
faith ONLY." James wa rned that we "a rc not justi fied by 
fa ith on ly" (.J ames 2:24): but des pite the 1cw Testa ment 
warning a nd in spite of every logica l reason against it, 
tens of thousands a re trusting to get by on "fai th alo ne," 
the mos t widely accep ted re ligious error of the prese nt 
centu ry. 
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Is There Only 
One Scriptural 

Attitude? 
Mac Deaver 

The Bible plainly teaches that there 
is only one scriptural motive (I Cor. 
16: 14; I Thcss. 3: 12; 4: 10; I Cor. 13). 
All men are to love God. self. and 
others - including enemies (Matt. 
22:37-39~ Matt. 5:44; Rom. 12: 14). If 
we love God, we seek to glorify Him, 
and if we love man. we seck his good. 
But there are various kinds of 
circumstances in life which require 
different attitudes to be exhibited by 
those who seek God's glory and man's 
good. There are various attitudes 
which are scriptural (when they are 
initiated in the proper circumstance), 
all of which can a rise from the 
motivation of love. 

By ••attitude" I mean the mental 
and physical expression of a .desire, a 
disposition. In this article, effort will 
be made to show that there are several 
different attitudes which arc 
scriptural. and which can be 
produced out of love. I will not. 
however, try to identify and describe 
all the conditions or circumstances in 
which these various attitudes can be 
rightly maintained. I desire to show 
that it is wrong to think that there is 
only one scriptural attitude for a 
Christian (or anyone else for that 
matter) to have. 

The first attitudes I want to 
mention are readily recognizable as 
Christian virtues. The last ones may 
not be as clearly understood as 
appropriate. but they arc just as 
important and necessary. 

The Bible authorizes the attitude of 
patience, tolerance. or longsuffering 
(2 Thess. I :4; I Cor. 15:5X~ Matt. 5:10-
12~ Jas. 5: I 0. II; Rom. 12: 12). There 
are circumstances which necessitate 
such an attitude on the part of all 
men. In daily life. the Christian who is 
faithful to God will manifest such as a 
fundamental outlook in his 
relationship with his fellowman (Phil. 
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4:4; 2 Tim. 2:24). Gentle forbearance 
is not an option; it is mandatory. 

Secondly, the scriptures authorize 
having and manifesting compassion 
(Lk. 10:25-37; I Jno. 3: 17). A 
compassionate disposition certainly 
has its place. This is one of the traits 
of Christ for which he is now widely 
known. Jesus had the capacity to feel 
for people who were in distress (Matt. 
9:36~ Matt. 20:34). But we must be 
mindful that certain conditions called 
this attitude forth, and other 
conditions surrounding the Lord 
stirred him to different dispositions. 

Thirdly, the scriptures authorize 
the attitude of merciful forgiveness 
(Matt. 5:7; Matt. 6: 12-14). A person 
who refuses to be willing to forgive 
others cannot himself be forgiven. A 
man is certainly unlike the Christ who 
refuses to forgive. Jesus died that men 
might be forgiven, and those who 
desire the damnation of others shall 
themselves be lost. 

Fourthly, the scriptures authorize 
the attitude of willing justice (I Cor. 
16:22; 3 J no. I 0; 2 Tim. 4: 14 ). It is 
right to work for and pray for equity 
among men. God is a God of 
righteousness. He desires that men be 
fair. When men are not fair in certain 
situations. even the desire for their 
defeat in a particular regard is right. 
David sometimes rightly prayed for 
the defeat of God's enemies (Psa. 83; 
Psa. 74). It is right to pray for the 
increase of good and for the decrease 
of evil. While on a personal level 
Christians certainly are willing (or at 
least should be willing) to bless those 
who abuse them, it would be sinful to 
pray for the victory of the world over 
the church. We can pray for our 
enemies without praying that they 
make successful havoc of the Lord's 
church. We should always pray that 
the church have a greater influence in 
the world for good, and that the 
forces of evil be weakened. 

Fifthly. the Bible authorizes the 
attitude of righteous indignation. 
jealousy for God. zeaL and boldness 
on His behalf ( l\ urn. 25: II; 2 Cor. 
I 0: I 0. II~ Matt. 23; Matt. 7:2g, 29; 
Rev. 21 :8; J no. 2: 13-17). Brethren are 

to seek zealously and boldly the 
welfare of the church, to guard 
jealously the truth, and to receive the 
news of error's penetration with 
righteous indignation. We are 
soldiers in a battle and we must, in 
this connection, have a soldier's 
attitude (Eph. 6: lOff; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4). 

At this point let me observe that 
some confusion has arisen. When 
preachers of the gospel bear down 
hard on false doctrine and expose sin 
for what it is, sometimes some people 
think that in this regard they have 
forsaken the attitude of Jesus. But 
Jesus didn't have only one attitude; he 
had several and always manifested 
the one appropriate to the situation of 
which he was.apart. Preachers are to 
•• ... reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 
4:2). Paul said to Titus, ••These things 
speak and exhort and reprove with all 
authority. Let no man despise thee" 
(Titus 2: 15). Preachers must preach in 
such a way that those who hear 
clearly understand that sin is 
extremely serious. 

There are many other attitudes 
identifiable in the Bible, but these are 
sufficient for the purposes of this 
article. There are several different 
scriptural attitudes applicable to 
various situations, and if a person 
tries to exhibit the exact same attitude 
regardless of the situation, he will find 
himself manifesting on occasion 
either (I) a right attitude (on some 
other occasion, but not this one) in a 
wrong place or, (2) a wrong attitude 
(on all occasions). As Solomon 
declared, ••for everything there is a 
season, and a time for every purpose 
under heaven:" (Ecc. 3: I). I suggest 
that there are times when one attitude 
would be scriptural and a contrary 
one unscriptural and another 
situation where the attitudes would 
be reversed. 

A tolerant attitude that knows no 
end may deteriorate into apathy (cf. I 
Cor. 5:2). A compassionate attitude 
not properly regulated may become 
unrighteous pity (He b. I 0:28; Deut. 
25: 12). A merciful and forgiving spirit, 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Is There Only One Scriptural 
Attitude? (Continued from Page II) 
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without proper supcrnswn. may 
develop into a support of 
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drive opportunities of teaching and 
service away. We must strive for 
proper balance and scripturalness in 
our attitudes. 

INTENSIVE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
(60 COURSES) 

for Preachers, Teachers, Personal Workers, 
Elders and Deacons 

For Information Write 
C. M. Horner, Director 

SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDIES 
8900 Manch~ Road, Austin, Te~ 78745 or Call (512) 282-2486 

May God help us so that regardless 
of our situation, we will have the 
attitude appropriate to that situation. 

• 
Brown Trail School of Preaching 

EDDIE WHITTEN, Director 
RON TOOTHMAN, Administrator 

P. 0. Box 714 
Foley, AL 36536 

Two Year Full-Time Course No Tuition 

Order by phone 

Toll-free 

1-800-874-1804 

Approved for VA Benefits "What" and 11How" To Preach 
Bible Emphasis; Practical Training Comprehensive Curriculum 
Experienced Qualified Faculty Open to Persons of Any Race 
Curriculum For Students' Wives Established in 1965 

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
For Information and Catalog Write or Call 

BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
1801 B1own Trail, B~tffnrtf (fort Worth), Texas 76021, Phone: 817-282-3911 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION'S IOOTH ANNIVERSARY LECTURESHIP BOOK 

"THE FIRM FOUNDATION 
OF GOD STANDETH" 

•33 chapters by 33 faithful ~ospel preachers. 
•Some of the chapters include: 

"The Firm Foundation of God Standeth"- H. A. Dobbs 
"The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the Word··- Perry Cotham 
.. The Case for Christianity" - Tom Warren 
''God's Revelation of Himself to Man"-- Jim Dobbs 
.. The Militant Church Under The Great Commission"- Joe Gilmore 
.. Absolute Knowled~e- Is It Possible'!"-- Mac Deaver 
"Man's Accountability to God's Expressed Will"- Roy Deaver 
··Looking For A City" - Winfred Clark 
"God's Special Creation of the Universe·· - Wayne Jackson 
··God's Marriage law" - Andrew Connally 
.. The Judgment, Heaven and Hell"-· Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 

•Cloth bound, over 325 pages. 
•This book will be a ready reference work on many vital subjects. 
•Published by the Firm Foundation, a company that celebrates 100 

years of Christian publishing in September 1984. 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 17200 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 
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Regular Price After September I, 1984 
$13.95 

If Ordered Before September I, 1984 
Only 

$10.95 
Including Postage 

Texas and Florida Residents Add 5% Sales Tax. 

YES, send me the FIRM FOUNDATION 
LECTURESHIP BOOK, The Firm Foundation 
Of God Standeth. 

D Please send me The Firm Foundation Of God 
Standeth postage paid, as soon as it is published 
(Sept. I). Enclosed is full payment of $10.95. 

D Please reserve my copy of The Firm Foundation 
Of God Standeth and send it to me when it is 
published. I will then be billed $13.95 plus mailing. 

Name ------------------
Address _________________ _ 

Signature -----------------
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CHRISTIAN 
MESSENGER 

INDEX 
Barry Jones 

When Barton W. Stone began 
publishing the Christian Messenger 
in the winter of 1826, he probably 
thought his monthly would survive 
only a few years. But Stone's paper 
did not fail as did many Christian 
journals; the Christian Messenger 
grew and prospered. HChristian unity 
based solely upon the Bible" was the 
theme and the motto was HLet 
Christian Unity be our Polar Star." 
This vigorous periodical reached into 
the hearts of many and turned them 
to pure Christianity. Only the death 
of its creator, Barton Stone, could 
stop its publication. 

Nearly 150 years have passed since 
the Christian Messenger was printed 
and sent to hundreds of eager readers. 
but Barton W. Stone and the 
Christian Messenger have not been 
forgotten. Six students attending 
Harding Graduate School have 
worked hundreds of hours to produce 
a comprehensive index of this 
remarkable Restoration periodical. 
Dr. Earl West assisted the students as 

Attention: Church leaders
Remember Collinsville1 
Now available through 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

CHURCH LEADERS 
LIABILITY COVERAGE 

For details write or call for 
information: 

Christian Ministers 
Association, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 828 
Salado, Texas 76571 

Call 817-947-5403 
Leonard Mullens, President 

life, health, dental coverage also 
available for full time church 
workers. 
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they worked for Church History 
Seminar credit. 

This index will contain over 15,000 
entries referring the user to authors, 
titles, subjects, persons mentioned, 
places mentioned, and it also includes 
an outstanding scriptural index. 
Plans are being made to publish this 
index for students of the Restoration 
Movement who own the recent 
reprint of the Christian Messenger; a 
copy of this index can be purchased 
by sending $8.95 per copy (plus $1.00 
per copy for postage and handling) 
to: 

Christian Messenger Index 
P. 0. Box 235 

Lincoln, IL 62656 

EMPLOYMENT: 

NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

Sierra Children's Home is currently hiring 
child care staff. (Christian couples and 
individuals) Good pay and benefits. If 
interested, contact Steve Bergman, 
Executive Director, at P. 0. Box 597, 
Vacaville, CA 95688, or call 707/448-
3557. 

·~· Magnota 
Bible College 

------"' SPECIAL FEATURES: 
•4-Year BA Degree 

Includes At Least 
88 Hours In Bible Plus 

Supporting Academic 
Courses 

•Modern Dormitory 
On Campus 

Training Gospel 
Preachers To 
Evangelize Mississi 
And The World 

Contact: 

Admissions Office 
Magnolia Bible College 
P. 0. Box 655 • 820 Huntington 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
Telephone (601) 289-2898 

FIRM FOUNDATION 

COMMUNION CUPS 
~ Conveniently packaged-Each box contains 1,000 clear plastic cups sealed for 

sanitation and stacked for easy handling. 

~ Attractively designed-These cups are produced from hard, clear plastic and have 
a glasslike appearance. 

~ Disposable-No washing-saves time. 

~ Inexpensive-Cost only about a penny per cup. 

~ Suitable for all communion ware. 

Still the same low price of $14.~5 per thousand 
ORDER A YEAR'S SUPPLY TODAY 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, P. 0. Box 17200, Pensacola, FL 32522 
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A BRIEF 
STUDY OF 

THE ELLIPSIS 
Ben F. Vick, Jr. 

In making our calling and election 
sure, and in order to stand approved in 
God's sight, a regular study of the 
scriptures is essential (II Pet. 1: 1 0; II 
Tim. 2: 15). One does not have to 
travel very far in his studies before 
various figures of speech are used in 
the Bible. Much profit will be derived 
by an understanding of these figures. 
The ellipsis is one which deserves 
some study. 

Examining the Ellipsis 

"In grammar, the omission of a 
word, or words, necessary for complete 
construction but understood in the 
context" is called an ellipsis. The 
plural of it is ellipses. For an example, 
ulf [it is] possible, [you] come 
early." (Webster's New Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, p. 588.) The 
words in the example which are in 
brackets are ellipses. even though 
omitted, they are understood in the 
context. Another example is, "The 
man he sees" means, "The man 
[that] he sees." The supply of the 
word(s) understood will help one in 
getting the sense of the sentence or 
passage. 

An Excursion of the Ellipsis 

An excursion (pleasant trip) of the 
ellipsis through the Bible may be of 
benefit to some and, hopefully, 
edifying to all. Possibly, by such a 
study, other passages may come to 
your mind. 

John 12:44: uJesus cried and said, 
He that believeth on me, believeth not 
on me, but on him that sent me." 
Some might attempt to Hprove" only 
one person in the Godhead by this 
verse, but supplying the ellipsis will 
clear up the matter. Thus it would 
read: He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me [only], but on 
him that sent me. In the next chapter, 
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Jesus stated, "Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that receiveth 
whomsoever I send receiveth me; and 
he that receiveth me receiveth him 
that sent me" (13:20). Christ was not 
contradicting himself. He was simply 
teaching that when one believes on 
Jesus Christ as God's Son, then by the 
same token, he believes on his Father 
who sent him. 

John 6:27: "Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting 
life, which the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed." Does this verse teach 
that one is not to labor in order to 
provide the essentials for himself and 
family? Such an interpretation is 
ridiculous and contrary to other 
passages. Paul said to the Ephesian 
elders, "I have shewed you all things, 
how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, ... " (Acts 20:35). 
Later, in a letter to the church at 
Ephesus, he wrote by inspiration, 
"Let him that stole steal no more; but 
rather let him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that 
needeth" (Eph. 4:28; also see I I Thess. 
3:10; and Acts 18:1-3). Supplying the 
understood word may remove the 
difficulty in the minds of some. 
Thus, we read: "Labour not [only] 
for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, ... " (John 6:35). A life 
busy in making physical bread to the 
disregard of the Bread of Life is a 
wasted life. Jesus, in the Sermon on 
the Mount7 said, "Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled" 
(Matt. 5:6). Peter exhorts, •• As 
newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby: ... " (I Pet. 2:2). 

Acts 5:3-4: HBut Peter said, 
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to 
keep back part of the price of the 
land? Whiles it remained, was it not 
thine own? and after it was sold, was it 
not in thine own power? why hast 
thou conceived this thing in thine 
heart? thou hast not lied unto men~ 

but unto God." Certainly, Ananias 
had lied unto men; otherwise, why did 
Peter ask the questions? Supplying 
the word ''only" will help us in our 
understanding of the passage: Thou 
hast not lied unto men [only], but 
unto God. This is an important 
lesson. Some may think that they can 
lie, cheat, steal, etc., in dealing with 
others; but God sees all (II Chron. 
16:9). Liars are found in the list of 
those who will go to the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone (Rev. 
21 :8). God knows when we rob him of 
that which rightfully belongs to him 
(Mal. 3:8-9). 

First Corinthians 1:17: "For Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, 
lest the cross of Christ should be made 
of none effect." Some, in their efforts 
to avoid the necessity of baptism for 
the remission of sins, will run to this 
passage and say, ··see, Christ didn't 
think it was so important for Paul to 
baptize others; so, why should we?" 
But this kind of expression is a 
rejection of plain passages (Mk. 
16:16; Acts 2:38; I Pet. 3:21), and a 
misunderstanding of Paul's 
statement. Supplying the word '•only" 
will clear up the matter beyond any 
shadow of a doubt. "For Christ sent 
me not to baptize [only], but to 
preach the gospel..." Paul did baptize 
Crispus, Gaius, and the household 
ofStephanas (I: 14,16). The reason for 
not baptizing others was not because 
the act is not essential for salvation, 
but lest any should say that Paul had 
baptized in his own name. (I: 15). 

Example of the Ellipsis in Life 

Another type of ellipsis may be 
seen in our own lives. Sometimes, by 
the omission of words in our lives, 
others can supply that which is 
understood and see our purpose more 
clearly. Our actions can be the 
understood words supplies (I Pet. 3:1-
4; Matt. 5: 13-16). Do others 
understood words supplied (I Pet. 3: 1-
centered or Christ-centered when 
they look at us? Think on these 
things. 

4915 Shelbyville Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
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ALASKA - ANCHORAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2700 
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Glenn Randolph or Pal McMahan. Phone 272·7584 or 563· 
7427. 

UPTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST SAN BERNANDINO, CA. 
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STUDY AT THE FOOT OF 
GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES 

BEAR VALLEY 
CHURCH OF CHRIST SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

3 Year Curriculum- 3,168 Classroom hours 
Preaching - Personal Evangelism - Missions 

Complete Program for Wives and Teachers 
Contact Warren Wilcox, Director 30~988·5800, 2707 S. 

Lamar, St., Denver, CO 80227. 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4850 Saufley Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32506 
Phone 455-7595 

Sunday Bible aludy 9:00A.M., Worship 10:00 A.M., 6:00P.M., 
Woclneaday Bible study 7:00 P.M., Max R. Miller, Evangelist. 

BELLVIEW PREACHER TRAINING SCH